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• How it works: Cataloger’s viewpoint



• AutoDewey is designed to take advantage of those 
areas where Library of Congress Classification (LCC) 
and DDC are similar enough that semi-automatic 
assignment of DDC number based on LCC number 

Overview and scope
(1)

assignment of DDC number based on LCC number 
is useful

• At LC, LCC numbers are assigned outside the 
Dewey Section

• AutoDewey is designed for easy use by the same 
catalogers who assign LCC numbers



• Literature: individual works (including anonymous 
works); individual authors

• Why that limit?

Overview and scope
(2)

• Why that limit?

• LCC and DDC are similar enough in treatment of 
individual literary works and individual literary 
authors for inclusion in AutoDewey to be useful



• Poetry, drama, fiction

• Why that limit?

• The cataloger must select the form of literature, 

Overview and scope
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• The cataloger must select the form of literature, 
because LCC does not separate by form and 
DDC does; those are the most common and 
most easily identifiable forms of literature



• Literatures in English, French, Italian, Spanish, 
Portuguese languages  
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• Plans to expand for German literature 

• AutoDewey could be expanded to include 
literatures in other languages—but those are the 
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literatures in other languages—but those are the 
literatures most frequently classified by the 
Dewey Section



• Software developed at Library of Congress for 
use with LC’s Voyager ILS

• AutoDewey assigns standard DDC numbers with 
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• AutoDewey assigns standard DDC numbers with 
segmentation marks to show where abridged 
number ends

• If automatic input is chosen, AutoDewey inserts 
the full MARC 082 field, e.g.:

082 00 ‡a 821/.914 ‡2 23



• AutoDewey could be modified to insert 
automatically the new MARC field:

883 - Machine-generated Metadata Provenance 
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883 - Machine-generated Metadata Provenance 
(R)

082 00$81\p$a829/.3$223 

883 1#$81\p$aautodewey$d20120407$qDLC$c1



• 4,697 numbers added in FY2012 via AutoDewey

• Ca. 400 titles per month

• Processing time
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• Processing time

• 10 seconds or less with no literary time period

• 1+ minutes if literary time period needs to be 
researched



Underlying
algorithms:algorithms:
Examples



• PR6050-PR6076 English literature--1961-2000

Including usually authors beginning to publish about 
1950, flourishing after 1960 

LCC PR6050-PR6076

• PR6050 English literature--1961-2000--
Anonymous works 

• PR6051-PR6076 English literature--1961-2000--
Individual authors 



Excerpt from PERIOD TABLE FOR ENGLISH

914  1945-1999

DDC 821-828 Subdivisions for 
specific forms of English literature 



Note: P=Poetry D=Drama F=Fiction

PR6050-PR6076

AutoDewey algorithm for
PR6050-PR6076

PR6050-PR6076

• P: 821/.914 D:822/.914 F: 823/.914



• PR3991-PR5990 English literature--19th century, 
1770/1800-1890/1900

• PR3991 English literature--19th century, 

LCC PR3991-PR5990

• PR3991 English literature--19th century, 
1770/1800-1890/1900 Anonymous works 

• PR4000-PR5990 English literature--19th century, 
1770/1800-1890/1900 Individual authors  



Excerpt from PERIOD TABLE FOR ENGLISH

6 1745-1799

7 1800-1837

DDC 821-828 Subdivisions for
specific forms of English literature

7 1800-1837

Class here romantic period

8 Victorian period, 1837-1899

Class here 19th century

For 1800-1837, see 7



PR3991-PR5990

• 1745-1799

P: 821/.6 D: 822/.6 F: 823/.6

AutoDewey algorithm for
PR3991-PR5990

P: 821/.6 D: 822/.6 F: 823/.6

• 1799-1837

P: 821/.7 D: 822/.7 F: 823/.7

• 1837-1899

P: 821/.8 D: 822/.8 F: 823/.8



How AutoDewey
works: Cataloger’sworks: Cataloger’s
viewpoint



Steps

• Step 1: In bibliographic record, select 050 field 

• Step 2: In AutoDewey, select literary form

• [Step 2a: If necessary, select literary period]

• Step 3: Automatically add Dewey number, or 
paste it manually into 082 field



Example 1. Select 050 field and select Fiction



Example 1. Press Yes to add automatically



Example 1. Complete 082 field has been added automatically



Example 2. Select 050 field and select Poetry



Example 2 . Select literary period



Example 2. Press Yes to add automatically



Example 2. Complete 082 field has been added automatically



Example 3 . Select 050 field and select Fiction



Example 3. Press Yes to add automatically



Example 3. Complete 082 field has been added automatically



Example 4. Select 050 field and select Fiction



Example 4. Press Yes to add automatically



Example 4. Complete 082 field has been added automatically



Example 5. Select 050 field and select Fiction



Example 5. Press Yes to add automatically



Example 5. Complete 082 field has been added automatically



Example 6. Select 050 field and select Poetry



Example 6. Select literary period



Example 6. Press Yes to add automatically



Example 6. Complete 082 field has been added automatically



Example 7. Select 050 field and select Poetry



Example 7. Press Yes to add automatically



Example 7. Complete 082 field has been added automatically



Example 8. Select 050 field and select Drama



Example 8. Select literary period



Example 8. Press Yes to add automatically



Example 8. Complete 082 field has been added automatically



Thank youThank you


