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Outline 

•	 PCC  and  the  future  of  authority  control 

•	 Diffusion  of  ISNIs  into  NACO  records 

•	 Maintaining  ISNI  – NACO  
– Role  of  BL  ISNI  Quality  Team 

•	 Extending  ISNI  assignment  to  NACO 

•	 ISNI  models  for  cooperation  – some  examples 

•	 BL  experiences  with  theses,  articles  

•	 Can  ISNI  be  the  new  NACO  for  libraries? 

PCC  and  the  future  
of  authority  control 

Policy  Committee  
strategic  discussions  
on  NACO 

• Authorities  beyond  LCNAF? 

• Use  of  VIAF? 

• NACO  participation  via  “NACO  lite”  for  non‐ NACO  members? 

• Local  authority  files? 

•	 How  do  we  get  more  done  with  diminishing  resources  to  do  
it? 
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How  can  NACO  make  a  difference  to  this? 

Diagram  by  Richard  Cyganiak  and  Anja  Jentzsch.  http://lod‐cloud.net/ 
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Diffusion  into  NACO  

•	 Scale  and  the  need  for  collaborative  scheduling  have  delayed  
diffusion  

•	 Now  scheduled  for  Summer  2015 

•	 3‐4  million  ISNIs  will  be  loaded  to  their  corresponding  NACO  
records 

•	 Ongoing updates  and  maintenance  will  be  scheduled 
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NACO‐VIAF‐ISNI  inter ‐relationship 
‐operability 

VIAF  seed database for ISNI 

 Error notifications 

 ISNIs 

Reprocessing 

after notification ma tching Quality Team 


Assignment Quality 

Monthly updates control 

Error detection 

ISNIs will be notified directly into NACO 
 BL  will monitor/fix  changes to  NACO records containing ISNIs 
 Merges, splits, errors – dual monitoring  of  NACO  and ISNI incorporated into QT 
 Systems and interfaces for  managing the ISNI all in place 
 New NACO  to  ISNI  will continue through VIAF 

Extending  ISNI  assignment  in 
 
NACO
 

•	 Ongoing batch  processes  in  ISNI  continually  increase  levels  of  
assignment 

•	 Manual  assignment  by  ISNI  members  from  the  unassigned  
status  NACO  records  in  the  ISNI  database 

•	 Targeted  projects? 

•	 NACO  members  define  their  own  projects  and  reasons  to  join  
ISNI? 

ISNI  models  for  cooperation 

•	 “There  is  a  burden  of  effort  in  information  storage  and  
retrieval  that  may  be  shifted  from  shoulder  to  shoulder,  from  
author,  to  indexer,  to  index  language  designer,  to  searcher,  to  
user.   It  may  even  be  shared  in  different  proportions.   But  it  
will  not  go  away.”  (D.  Batty) 

•	 ISNI  offers  new  ways  of  sharing  the  burden  of  effort  for  name  
authorities 

•	 Managing  identities  and  links  is  a  problem  shared  more  
widely  than  ever  before 

•	 From  Programmers to  Registration  Agencies  to  Members  to  
End  User  Input  
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ISNI  models  for  cooperation 

•	 3553  identities  from  institutional  repository 

•	 50%  batch  assigned  on  load;   3617  links  generated 

•	 50%  manual  review  by  La  Trobe  staff ‐member  editing  rights 
– Support  from  ISNI  Quality  Team  for  merges  and  splits 

– Support  from  OCLC  Assignment  agency  

– Aim  to  complete  by  end  December 

•	 Discussions  on  linking/generating  ORCID  IDs  to  enable  
researchers  to  manage  IDs 

•	 Also  ISNI  End  User  Input  – curated  support  for  researcher 

La  Trobe University 

•	 3,553  records  
contributed 

– Sourced from
 
La  Trobe
 
Institution
  
Repository
 

– 1,707 
 
assigned,  1846 
 
provisional
 
(101  flagged as 
 
possible 
 Cross links with  

matches)
 library authority  file 
sources 

Data  Quality  Infrastructure 

British  library  experiences 

OCLC  Assignment  Agency ISNI  Quality  Team 

• Matching,  merging  and  splitting  • Sampling 
infrastructure  • Merging  and  Splitting 
• Data  sampling  and  anomaly  checks • Input  to  matching  and  resolution  system 
• Special  fixes,  e.g.  Pseudonyms • Responding  to  help  desk  and  input  notes  
• Fixes  to  incoming  data from  the  data  contributors  and  the  public 

• Data  enrichment  e.g.  Wikipedia,   • Trusted  to  see  full  records 
Dewey,  Creation  classes 

• Notification  system 

ISNI Data Contributors and Registration Agencies 
• Quality of  the input  data 
• Resolution of  possible and exact  matches 
• Enrichment  and Signalling  errors  as detected 
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British   
ISNI  Quality
  

Team
 

• Samples  data  regularly  
– c.  2%  VIAF  clusters  have  mixed  identities 
– Duplicate  clusters  are  higher,  nearer  5% 

• Makes  corrections  at  cluster  level 
– Merges,  splits,  error  notifications 
– Access  to  cataloguing  client  /  macros 

• Makes  system  recommendations 
• Gives  approval  for  single  source  assignment 
• Responds  to  End  User  input 

library experiences

British library experiences 

End  User  Note 

“It  seems  2  ISNIs  have  been  assigned  to  the  
French  singer  Laïka Fatien (born  1968  in  Paris):  
ISNI  0000  0000  8065  8419  and  ISNI  0000  0000  
7238  637X.  I  think  the  last  one  can  be  deleted.” 

British  library  experiences 

•	 344,313  authors  of  British  theses  loaded 

•	 74,  129  assigned  ISNIs  through  matching  &  uniqueness  
algorithms 

•	 Working  to  increase  assignment  by  system 

•	 Pending  load  into  EThOS system 

•	 Plans  for  ongoing assignment  to  new  authors  as  an  ISNI  
Registration  Agency 

•	 Collaboration  with  ORCID  through  EThOS to  promote  
researcher  engagement 
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British  library  experiences 

•	 29,000  journals  /  30  million  articles  /  90  million  author  lines 

•	 228,  666  assigned  ISNIs  through  data  matching  algorithms 

•	 Pending  load  into  ETOC  in  house  system  &  exposure  on  
PRIMO 

•	 R&D  in  Leiden  to  improve  clustering  of  articles/authors 

•	 Future  improvements  to  database  required  to  re‐load  un‐
assigned  ETOC  data 

•	 Ongoing assignment?   
– Further  batch  processes 

British  library  experiences 

•	 LCC  promoting  a  global  Party  ID  “hub” 

•	 Rightsholders and  “asserters”  should  be  identified  with  an  
identifier  linked  to  the  ISNI  “hub”. 

•	 UK  Copyright  Hub  is  proposing  an  “identifier  hub”  or  “index  
of  identifiers”  

•	 Aim  to  support  copyright  clearance 

•	 Ongoing discussions  with  the  BL  about  the  national  library  
role 

Importance  of  working  
with  other  ID  systems 

•	 ISNI  signs  MoU with  ORCID  January  2014 
– API  lookup  from  ORCID  to  ISNI 

– Pilot  projects  to  link  ORCID‐ISNI  IDs 

– ISNI  can  provide  institutional  IDs 

•	 ORCID  model:  researcher  self‐registration  and  
management  of  their  ID 

•	 ISNI  is  focussed  on  existing  datasets,  batch  
assignment  
– Linking  up  databases 

– Bridging  the  data  silos 

– ORCID  bridges  the  link  to  researchers  themselves 
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Can  ISNI  be  the  new  NACO  for  
libraries? 

•	 For  the  BL  this  is  our  strategic  goal 

•	 Ideal  for  data  not  covered  by  NACO 

•	 Is  there  scope  for  loading  ISNI  to  expand  coverage  of  NACO  
and  become  integrated  with  it? 
– PCC’s  NACO  lite?   

– Non‐RDA  headings  but  good  IDs 

•	 Or  do  they  just  live  side‐by  side  for  now? 

•	 ISNI  needs  more  libraries  and  a  cooperative  model  to  begin  to  
answer  these  questions 
– More  national  libraries  are  joining  ISNI 

A  sustainable  infrastructure… 

ISNI  Assignment  Agency 

•	 Processes  data  algorithmically 

•	 R&D  to  “get  the  best  of  the  data” 

•	 Notifications,  reports  changes  to  sources 

•	 Centrally  managed  hub  for  diffusion  of  the  ISNI 

•	 Sources  of  all  data  elements  tracked  and  used  in  
reporting/maintaining  integrity  of  the  diffused  
ISNIs 

Thankyou 

•	 Contact:  andrew.macewan@bl.uk 

•	 Visit:  http://www.isni.org 
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