
                         
             

A (very) brief introduction to the BIBFRAME vocabulary. Everything within is painted in very 
broad strokes, so do not expect any nuance. 
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The BIBFRAME vocabulary homepage has six links of interest. There are three different 
“views” of the vocabulary terms, and three supplemental, supporting, “see also” 
documents. Going straight into the vocabulary can be quite confusing, so I would highly 
advise starting with two of the “see also” documents, the Terminology and Conventions; 
and Vocabulary Description. The BIBFRAME Primer Document deals more with the 
background and development of the BIBFRAME model, so is not essential to understanding 
the current vocabulary. 
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This is just a brief overview of some of the helpful information found in the Terminology 
and Conventions document. The document itself is extremely short and filled with 
extremely useful information. Do not venture into the vocabulary without looking here 
first. 

A class is defined simply as “a type of thing” while a property is “a relationship between 
entities.” Any term that is a class will be the subject or object of an RDF triple, while any 
term that is a property be the predicate of a triple. 

Though not specifically mentioned in the BIBFRAME model, within the vocabulary 
“Resource” is the top‐most class. Every other class in the BIBFRAME vocabulary is a sub‐
class of “Resource.” 

Domain and range are terms common to vocabularies. They are provided for properties. 
Easiest to think about these in the form of an RDF triple. The domain is the subject, the 
property is the predicate, and the range is the object. Also, depending on which view of the 
vocabulary you are using, you may see either domains and ranges referred to as domains 
and ranges, or you may see them referred to as “Used With” and “Expected value(s).” Just 
remember that these are equivalent. 
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An easy way to discern whether a term is a class or a property is by looking at the 
capitalization. Classes always begin with a capital letter while properties always begin with a 
lowercase letter. 
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Some terms in the BIBFRAME vocabulary appear to overlap judging solely by the 
information found in the vocabulary. This is where the Vocabulary Description document 
comes in handy. It contains what I would consider the scope notes for many terms that may 
be confusing. For example, if you are not sure whether a title should have the title or 
titleValue property, the Vocabulary Description can bail you out with more information on 
the title property. 
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There are two distinct interfaces to the BIBFRAME vocabulary, and there is seemingly no 
crossover between them. The Model View begins on a distinct page, but once you select on 
of the classes, you go to the same interface as the Category View. The trade‐off is that the 
category view generally contains much more information than the list view, but can be a bit 
overwhelming if you are new to the vocabulary. I think of the list view as a good starting 
point to get a general idea where a term fits into the vocabulary, and then move onto the 
category view to get a more detailed view. 
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Though not too frequent, some properties do not list a domain and/or range. This means 
that the domain or range of the property are applicable to more than one but not all 
classes. For example, in the case above, the domain for the property titleVariation can be 
used with Instances and Works, but not other classes. 
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