PCC Day One for RDA Authority Records FAQ

Posted: January 13, 2012

PCC Day One for RDA Authority Records is defined as the point after which all new authority records entering the LC/NACO Authority File must be coded RDA and all access points on bibliographic records coded “pcc” must be RDA.
I have read the document PCC Day One for RDA Authority Records and have some questions about how it affects my PCC institution.

The answers here refer only to what will happen following PCC Day One for RDA Authority Records.  The figures cited in this FAQ are taken from the Final Report (August 2011) of the PCC Task Group on AACR2 & RDA Acceptable Heading Categories, and may have changed since the final report was submitted.  For information on how to process PCC records until PCC Day One for RDA Authority Records, please consult the PCC Post RDA Test Guidelines.
PCC Membership
Q.
Has the date for PCC Day One for RDA Authority Records been decided?

A.
No.
Q.
Can my institution remain a PCC participant after PCC Day One for RDA Authority Records if we cannot create RDA authority records or re-code AACR2 headings to RDA?

A.
Yes. But your institution is required to meet the minimum NACO contribution goals (traditionally 100 name authority records annually) to remain in the NACO Program, regardless of the code (RDA or AACR2) used to contribute those records. All access points in RDA and AACR2 bibliographic records will need to be supported by RDA authority records after PCC Day One for RDA Authority Records. A PCC institution may not contribute NACO AACR2 authority records to the LC/NACO Authority File after PCC Day One for RDA Authority Records. If your institution is unable to contribute RDA authority records after PCC Day One for RDA Authority Records, your institution's NACO contribution goals will be adversely impacted.  The PCC Secretariat will be evaluating the status of those institutions that are unable to contribute to the NACO Program after PCC Day One for RDA Authority Records. 

Q.
Can my institution remain a PCC participant after PCC Day One for RDA Authority Records even if we contribute only AACR2 bibliographic records coded “pcc”?

A.
Yes, provided all access points in any AACR2 bibliographic records submitted are supported by an RDA authority record.  After PCC Day One for RDA Authority Records, ALL access points in AACR2 bibliographic records coded “pcc” must be supported by RDA authority records.  Unless your institution has been trained in RDA authority work, this means that you will  not be able to evaluate and re-code to RDA those AACR2 authority records that cannot be recoded to RDA by machine.  Please be aware that this may prevent your institution from being able to contribute AACR2 bibliographic records coded “pcc.”    
Q.
Will there be a NACO recertification process for my institution as we transition from contributing AACR2 authority records to contributing RDA authority records?

A.
No.  If your institution is an independent contributor of NACO AACR2 authority records, you will not need to be recertified in order to contribute RDA authority records through the NACO Program.  However, your institution will need to take RDA NACO Authorities Online Training, currently being developed by the PCC Secretariat.      


LC/NACO Authority File

Q.
I heard that 667 notes may be added to AACR2 authority records with RDA information.  What is that all about?

A.
The PCC RDA-Decisions-Needed Task Group made a recommendation to add 667 notes to certain categories of AACR2 authority records in anticipation of a machine-recoding of the LC/NACO Authority File.  The 667 notes would contain essential information regarding the RDA status of the AACR2 heading.  The presence of a 667 note would indicate whether or not the AACR2 heading may be used in an RDA bibliographic record, or whether the AACR2 heading may be used as a part of another RDA authority record.  The notes also would indicate whether or not the AACR2 heading record may be recoded to RDA by human intervention, or whether the AACR2 heading must wait to be recoded to RDA by batch operations.  The lack of a 667 note would indicate that the AACR2 heading is also a valid RDA heading, and may be used at any time in an RDA bibliographic record, or as a part of a new RDA authority record.           

Q.
What about those 225,000 AACR2 authority records with the proposed 667 notes that have headings which contain elements not provided for under RDA? 

A. 
After PCC Day One for RDA Authority Records, these ACCR2 headings cannot be used in RDA bibliographic records. Any institution that has taken the RDA NACO Authorities Online Training may re-code these AACR2 authority records as RDA in order to use them in RDA or AACR2 bibliographic records.    (Before PCC Day One for RDA Authority Records, these AACR2 headings may be used in either RDA or AACR2 bibliographic records.  )
Q.
What about those 172,000 AACR2 authority records with the proposed 667 notes that will be usable under RDA after some batch operations are performed by machine?

A.
On or near PCC Day One for RDA Authority Records, the batch operations will take place.  The headings may not be used in RDA bibliographic records until the batch operations are completed and the records are recoded RDA.  PCC RDA catalogers are asked to not re-code these AACR2 authority records to RDA manually.  Although the batch operations will take place as close to PCC Day One for RDA Authority Records as possible, there will likely be a moratorium period in which these records may not be used in RDA bibliographic records, if the batch operations follow PCC Day One for RDA Authority Records. This moratorium would begin with PCC Day One for RDA Authority Records, and end when the batch operations are completed.   (Before PCC Day One for RDA Authority Records, these AACR2 headings may be used in either RDA or AACR2 bibliographic records.)
Q.
What about those 7,631,000 AACR2 records that can be used under RDA without further modification?

A.
On or near PCC Day One for RDA Authority Records, the records will be recoded by machine to RDA.  There will never be a time when these headings may not be used in either AACR2 or RDA bibliographic records.
NO Day One for RDA Bibliographic Records
Q.
Can I still contribute to the BIBCO and CONSER Programs if I cannot describe an item using RDA?
A.
Yes, provided all the headings are RDA.

Q.
How soon do I need to learn RDA bibliographic description?

A.
PCC has not set a date but since it will not be supporting AACR2 the unstated expectation is that institutions will make the switch within a couple of years.

Training and Review

Q.
Does my institution need to be trained in RDA name authority contribution before PCC Day One for RDA Authority Records?

A.
RDA NACO Authorities Online Training will be required before you transition from AACR2 authority contribution to RDA authority contribution.  RDA NACO Authorities Online Training will be released in the spring of 2012.  All current PCC institutions will have the opportunity to take RDA NACO Authorities Online Training before PCC Day One for RDA Authority Records.    
Q.
Does my institution need to be trained in RDA bibliographic description before PCC Day One for RDA Authority Records?

A.  
No, but it can chose to.  RDA BIBCO and CONSER Online Training should be ready late summer 2012.  All current PCC institutions will have the opportunity to take this training.  Sessions of the courses will be offered fall 2012, throughout 2013, and if needed into 2014.  

Q.
Will my institution’s RDA authority records be reviewed?

A.
Yes.  The PCC Secretariat reviews all new and updated RDA authority records entering the LC/NACO Authority File.  After your institution successfully completes the RDA NACO Authorities Online Training and you begin contributing RDA authority records to the LC/NACO Authority File, your records will be reviewed as they enter the file.  When the quality of contribution reaches an acceptable level, your records will no longer be reviewed.   

Q.
Will my institution’s RDA bibliographic records be reviewed?

A.
Yes.  The PCC Secretariat is forming an RDA bibliographic review pool with participants from the major PCC RDA institutions.  These are the institutions that have continued cataloging using RDA since the US RDA Test ended on December 31, 2010.  This review pool will also serve PCC members as they transition from AACR2 to RDA.      

 Questions?
Q.
Will my institution be able to ask RDA questions after RDA authority and bibliographic  training?

A.
Yes.  Questions should be directed to coop@loc.gov, or to LCHelp4rda@loc.gov
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