Summary:  Changes (or not) in LC’s US RDA Test Policies
for November 2011+
I.  Changes in core elements for LC:

A.  Reduce requirements for catalogers:

1. Copyright date (RDA 2.11):  only for monographs when neither the date of publication nor the date of distribution is identified (during Test, given if available)
2. Fuller form of name (RDA 9.5):  only when needed to differentiate (during Test, given if available)

3. Contributor (RDA 20.2):  only for first illustrator of resources intended for children (during Test, also required for translators)

4.  Work manifested (RDA 17.8) and Expression manifested (RDA 17.10):  LC will not apply these RDA core requirements for a single work/expression in a resource in the current implementation scenario; these core elements are covered by the authorized access points for the work and expression when present in a MARC bibliographic record.



The RDA core requirement related to compilations at RDA 17.8 and RDA 17.10 will be applied -- see LCPSs for related works at RDA 25.1 and for related expressions at  RDA 26.1 (no change in the Test policy on compilations)

B.  Add a requirement for catalogers:


1. Illustrative content (RDA 7.15):  only for resources intended for children
II.  Major changes in policy decisions for LC:

A.  Statement of responsibility (first statement is RDA core requirement)

1.  Change:  require for serials

2.  No change for monographs and integrating resources

B.  Extent (a core requirement if resource is complete)

1.  Change:  require at least the term (e.g., “volumes”) for all serials 

2.  No change for monographs and integrating resources

C. Differentiating works (i.e., using 130 or 240 field in bibliographic records) -- an RDA core requirement:

1.  Serials -- require for all serials

2.  Monographs and integrating resources -- require:  will test differentiating works for 3-4 months to determine impact on workload.

D.  Differentiating expressions (i.e., adding element(s) to preferred title for work in 130 or 240 field): 

1.  Change:  will include language of expression in the analytical authorized access point for the original expression when it and one or more other expressions of the same work are in a compilation (as illustrated in example below);


100 1# $a Macken, JoAnn Early, $d 1953-



245 10 $a Mail carrier = $b El cartero / JoAnn Early Macken.



700 12 $a Macken, JoAnn Early, $d 1953- $t Mail carrier. $l English.


700 12 $a Macken, JoAnn Early, $d 1953- $t Mail carrier. $l Spanish.
2.  Will not follow RDA core requirement to differentiate all expressions of a work by adding elements to the authorized access point for the work

3.  Will differentiate expressions in the following categories (no changes from AACR2 practice) but will not add other elements to authorized access points to differentiate within these categories when that expression is not represented by an NAR (see LCPS 6.27.3):

a.  Authorized access point for a translation:  will add language of expression

b.  Preferred title is the conventional collective title “Works”:  will add date of expression

c.  Expressions of musical works:  will follow RDA 6.28.3 for arrangements, added accompaniments, etc.

d.  Expressions of religious works:  will follow RDA 6.30.3.
E.  Authorized access point for person:  include date of birth and date of death when available; if still need to differentiate, cataloger judgment to use period of activity of the person, fuller form of name, field of activity of the person, or profession/occupation (not following the RDA priority order for additions -- will discuss the change with the Joint Steering Committee for Development of RDA)

F.  Records other than “Core”:  can create RDA minimal-level records and RDA encoding level 7 records to avoid negative impact in sections (neither category created during the Test)

1.   Guidelines for RDA minimal-level records would be similar to those for AACR minimal-level records:  RDA description, no subject headings, authorized access points created according to RDA but no NARs

2.   Guidelines for RDA encoding level 7 records in document on importing existing records

III.  Policy for “how many” and “which kind” to give?
A.  Continuation of policy of cataloger judgment (no change from the Test):

1.  Number of additional creators in 7XX fields

2.  Number of 7XX for others associated with the work, for entities associated with expression/manifestation/item (e.g., issuing bodies, editors, translators, performers, owners)

3.  Number of analytical authorized access points for works/expressions in a compilation after the first/principal work/expression

4.  Number and type of variant titles in bibliographic records and variant access points in name authority records

5.  Number and type of relationships in bibliographic and authority records other than those required in authority records (different identities of persons; immediately preceding and succeeding non-conference corporate bodies)
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