


























sequence includes pages, etc., that are referred to in a note. When recording the number of 
unnumbered pages, etc., either give the estimated number preceded by ca., without square 
brackets, or enclose the exact number in square brackets. 
 

300  $a [38] p. 
 

300  $a ca. 400 leaves. 
 
2.5B6.  If the pages, etc., are numbered as part of a larger sequence (e.g., one volume of a 
multivolume publication) or if the item appears to be incomplete (see also 2.5B15), give the first 
and last numbers of the pages or leaves, preceded by the appropriate term or abbreviation. 
 

300  $a p. 276-284 
 

300  $a leaves 66-158 
 
2.5B7.  If the pages or leaves of a volume are unnumbered and the number of pages or leaves is 
readily ascertainable, give the number in square brackets. If the number is not readily 
ascertainable, estimate the number of pages or leaves and give that estimated number without 
square brackets and preceded by ca. 
 

300  $a [20] p. 
 

300  $a [78] leaves 
 

300  $a ca. 400 leaves 
 
 LC Rule Interpretation:  Unpaged Books 

Except for rare books, do not follow the rule.  Instead, record the extent statement as 
 

1 v. (unpaged) 
 

N.B.  The Library of Congress applies the LCRI as written, which results in a reduction 
of data given in the bibliographic record.  Other libraries may wish in certain or indeed in all 
cases to give the fuller data without this reduction.  In this respect bibliographic records must be 
considered equally valid or "correct," no matter which of the two practices is followed.  This 
policy is especially important in the context of LC's handling records originally created by other 
libraries when LC is using them in its own cataloging:  the fuller data should be left "as is." 
 
2.5B9.  Leaves or pages of plates.  Give the number of leaves or pages of plates (see Glossary, 
appendix D) at the end of the sequence(s) of pagination, whether the plates are found together or 
distributed throughout the publication, or even if there is only one plate. If the numbering of the 
leaves or pages of plates is complex or irregular, follow the instructions in 2.5B8. 
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300  $a 71, 72 p. 
500  $a Opposite pages bear duplicate numbering. 

 
2.5B14.  If the volume has groups of pages numbered in opposite directions, as is sometimes the 
case with books having text in two languages, give the pagings of the various sections in order, 
starting from the title page selected for cataloging. 
 

300  $a xi, 320, 254, vi p. 
 

300  $a 1 folded sheet (130, 134 p.) 
500  $a Each work is printed on one side of a continuous strip, with its own pagings,  
  folded accordion style. 

 
Publications in more than one volume 
 
2.5B16.  Give the number of volumes of a printed monograph in more than one physical volume. 
 
 300  $a 3 v. 
 
2.5B17.  If volume is not appropriate for a multipart item, use one of the following terms. 
 
  Parts. Use for bibliographic units intended to be bound several to a volume, especially if so 
designated by the publisher. 
  Pamphlets. Use for collections of pamphlets bound together or assembled in a portfolio for 
cataloguing as a collection. 
  Pieces. Use for items of varying character (e.g., pamphlets, broadsides, clippings, maps) 
published, or assembled for cataloguing, as a collection. 
  Case(s). Use for either boxes containing bound or unbound material or containers of fascicles. 
  Portfolio(s).  Use for containers holding loose papers, illustrative materials, etc. A portfolio 
usually consists of two covers joined together at the back and tied at the front, top, and/or 
bottom. 

 
300  $a 1 portfolio 

 
2.5B18.  If the number of bibliographic volumes differs from the number of physical volumes, 
give the number of bibliographic volumes followed by in and the number of physical volumes. 
 

300  $a 6 v. in 3 
 

LC Rule Interpretation:  In recording bibliographic details for books that have been, or 
will be, bound by someone other than the publisher, formulate volume and illustration statements 
in the physical description and note areas based on the book as issued by the publisher rather 
than as bound after publication.  For example, if a separately issued "volume 1" and "volume 2" 
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of a monograph is bound by a library in one physical volume, "2 v." is the correct volume 
statement, not "2 v. in 1."   

 
For ephemeral and "made up" sets lacking a collective title, base the volume and illustration 
statements on the library's copy and binding. 
 
2.5B19.  If a set of volumes is continuously paged, give the pagination in parentheses after the 
number of volumes. Ignore separately paged sequences of preliminary matter in volumes other 
than the first. 
 

300  $a 6 v. (611 p.) 
 

300  $a 2 v. (vii, 1148 p., [40] p. of plates) 
 
2.5C.  Illustrative matter 
 
2.5C2.   Optionally, if the illustrations are all of one or more of the following types, and are 
considered to be important, give the appropriate term(s) or abbreviation(s) in alphabetical order: 
coats of arms, facsimiles, forms, genealogical tables, maps, music, plans, portraits (use for both 
single and group portraits), samples. If none of these terms adequately describes the illustrations, 
use another term as appropriate. 

 
300  $a 51 p. : $b facsims.  

 
If only some of the illustrations are of types considered to be important, give ill. followed by the 
appropriate term(s) or abbreviation(s) in alphabetical order. 
 

300  $a 102 p. : $b col. ill., col. maps   
 

300  $a 428 p., [32] p. of plates : $b ill. (some col.), maps  
 

LC Rule Interpretation:  Option Decision 
LC practice:  Describe an illustrated printed monograph or serial as "ill." in all cases 

unless there are maps present or 2.5C5 is applicable. 
 
N.B.  The Library of Congress applies the LCRI as written, which results in a reduction of data 
given in the bibliographic record.  Other libraries may wish in certain or indeed in all cases to 
give the fuller data without this reduction.  In this respect bibliographic records must be 
considered equally valid or "correct," no matter which of the two practices is followed.  This 
policy is especially important in the context of LC's handling records originally created by other 
libraries when LC is using them in its own cataloging; the fuller data should be left "as is." 
 

300  $a 2 v. : $b ill. 
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300  $a 1 scroll : $b col. ill. 
 

300  $a 116 p. : $b chiefly col. ill. 
6xx  $a      $v Pictorial works.  
 

 NOTE:  If the item is all ill. or chiefly ill., add a floating subject subdivision $x 
Pictorial works to the subject heading(s). 
 
2.5D.  Dimensions.  
 
2.5D2.  If the width of the volume is either less than half the height or greater than the height, 
give the height × width. 

 
300  $a viii, 186 p. ; $c 22 cm. 

 
300  $a 1 v. (unpaged) ; $c 22 cm. 

 
300  $a 5, 8, 169 leaves. ; $c 22 x 28 cm. 

 
300  $a 455 p. : $b chiefly ill. ; $c 27 x 39 cm. 

 
Scrolls 
 

300  $a 1 scroll : $b ill. ; $c 27 x 471 cm. rolled to 30 x 7 cm. 
 

300  $a 1 scroll : $b col. ill. ; $c 25 x 900 cm. rolled to 28 x 9 cm. 
 
2.5D4.  Give the height and the width of a single sheet. If such a sheet is designed to be folded 
when issued, add the dimensions of the sheet when folded. 

 
300  $a 1 folded sheet ; $c 52 x 41 cm. folded to 25 x 15 cm. 

 
300  $a 1 folded sheet : $b chiefly col. ill. ; $c 500 x 24 cm. folded to 52 x 24 cm. 

  
 
If the sheet is designed to be read in pages when folded, describe it as 1 folded sheet and 

give the number of imposed pages and the height of the sheet when folded. 
 

300  $a 1 folded sheet (16 p.) ; $c 23 cm. 
 

300  $a 1 folded sheet (130, 134 p.) : $b ill. ; $c 27 cm. 
500  $a Each work is printed on one side of a continuous strip, with its own pagings,  
  folded accordion style. 
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2.7.  Note Area 
 
2.7B.  Notes 
 
2.7B1.  Nature, scope, or artistic form.  Make notes on these matters unless they are apparent 
from the rest of the description. 
 
 LC Rule Interpretation:  
General Application 
 For books, generally restrict the making of the note about the nature, scope, or artistic 
form of the item to the situations covered below.  For books that are belles lettres, record in a 
note the term for the literary form only when the title is misleading.  Do not consider titles of 
literary works misleading simply because they are fanciful. 
 
Special Application 
 Record in a note the literary form of the book being cataloged if it contains one or more 
literary works by one author and it meets one of the following conditions: 

1) the item is in one or more of the following languages:  Amharic, Armenian, Arabic, 
Georgian, Persian, Ottoman Turkish, or Turkish; 

2)  the item is in a non-Slavic language of Central Asia written in the Cyrillic alphabet; 
3)  the item is in a language indigenous to one or more of the following countries:  
Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, Brunei, Burma, Cambodia, India, Indonesia, Laos, 
Malaysia, Nepal, Pakistan, Philippines, Singapore, Sri Lanka, Thailand, Tibet, or 
Vietnam; 
4) the item is in a language indigenous to Africa and in the roman script. 

Make the note whether or not the form is identified in the uniform title or in the body of the 
entry. 
 
Literary Form Note 

 When giving the literary form note, base it on the following literary forms:  
drama; fiction; poetry; literature (used for an item containing works in more than one 
form).  The note should be worded according to the cataloger's approximation of the 
publication; the words chosen do not necessarily have to use one of the terms listed above 
(e.g., "Plays" instead of "Drama"). 

 
500  $a Catalog of an exhibition held at Chadō Shiryōkan, Oct. 4-Nov. 30, 1997.  

 
500 $a "... a compilation of articles from the Japanese history section of Kodansha  

 encyclopedia of Japan" -- Preface. 
 

500  $a “Wŏlgan chungang 1995-yŏn sinnyŏnho pyŏlch‘aek purok.” 
500  $a “月刊中央 1995 년新年號별책부록.” 
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500  $a Based on the author's doctoral thesis (Hosei Univ.). 
 

500  $a Based on thesis (M.S.)--Guo li Taiwan da xue. 
 
2.7B17.  Summary.  Give a brief objective summary of the content of an item unless another 
part of the description provides enough information. 
 

NOTE: In general, this rule is applied to children’s literature. 
 

520  $a Minutes and documents of International Socialist Congress (2nd and 3rd). 
 

520  $a Records of the trial of Yoshinao Satō and Akiyuki Nosaka in Tōkyō Chihō  
  Saibansho. 

 
2.7B18.  Contents.  List the contents of an item, either selectively or fully, if it is considered 
necessary to show the presence of material not implied by the rest of the description; to stress 
items of particular importance; or to list the contents of a collection or of a multipart item. When 
recording titles formally, take them from the source in the item being catalogued that provides 
the best identification. 
 
 LC Rule Interpretation: 

For books, give some type of note to list the contents of an item, of a collection, or of a 
multipart item 
 1)  when required by specific rules (e.g., 1.1B10, 1.1G1, 21.7B); 
 2)  when necessary to justify an added entry for an item not mentioned elsewhere in the 
description (21.29F); 
 3)  when the publication is in two or more volumes and each volume has a title of its 
own. 
 4)  when the publication consists of volumes separating text from plates, text from maps, 
text from commentary, etc.  
  The degree and extent to which contents notes are made is at the administrative discretion 
of the cataloging agency. 
 
Informal contents note. 
 Use an informal contents note when the publication contains particulars of special  
importance that need stressing.  Routinely consider the following as being important: 
 1)  selected parts of an item (generally no more than three); 
 2)  summaries in languages other than that of the text; 
 3)  bibliographies and bibliographical references, discographies, and filmographies 
(except for any that are obviously of little value), and indexes; 
 4)  appendices, provided they contain important matter; 

5) errata slips that are not printed as part of the publication. 
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 Transcribe a formal contents note as follows: 
 1)  Use the appropriate value in indicator 1 of the MARC 21 505 field (Formatted 
Contents Note) to indicate the character of the note, e.g., "Contents:"; "Incomplete contents:"; 
"Partial contents:"; 
 2)  Record the title proper that appears in the table of contents, unless another source 
gives a more authoritative account of the data; however, if the title appears on the title page, 
normally use the title page title; give other title information only when the title proper would be 
meaningless without it. 
 3)  Include a first statement of responsibility (cf. 1.1F) if it differs in fact from the 
statement included in the title and statement of responsibility or edition areas; omit names 
according to 1.1F5. 

4)  Omit introductions already included in the body of the entry; generally omit prefatory 
and similar matter. 
 5)  For publications in one volume 
  a)  omit chapter and section numbering; 

b)  if the extent of the part being listed occupies a disproportionately large portion 
of the publication, include the extent within parentheses after the title (or after the 
title and statement of responsibility); record an unnumbered page or leaf within 
brackets; 

  c)  separate the items with a space-dash-space. 
6) For publications in two or more volumes 

a)  give the volume designation that is found on the item, except use appendix 
abbreviations for the terms and substitute arabic numerals for roman; if there is no 
abbreviation for the term, give only the number if the term is long; if the roman 
numeral is required for clarity, retain it; separate the volume designation from the 
title by a period-space; 
b)  if the number of physical volumes differs from the number of bibliographic 
volumes, include the number of physical volumes within parentheses after the title 
(or after the title and statement of responsibility); 
c)  if the volumes are of different editions (cf. LCRI 2.2), include within 
parentheses edition statements and dates of publication, distribution, etc., after the 
title (or title and statement of responsibility); 
d)  separate each volume with a space-dash-space; if the set is incomplete, put the 
space-dash-space before each title (other than the first) that is being recorded and 
leave four spaces for the missing volume; if two or more titles are being 
transcribed for one volume, apply the punctuation conventions from 1.1G3 such 
that the titles by the same person, body, etc., are separated by a space-semicolon-
space and titles by different persons, bodies, etc., are separated by a period-space. 

 
 NOTE:  The provision to leave spaces for missing vols. has been removed in revised LC 
rule interpretation 1.0C. 
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LC Practice:  Follow the guidelines stated above modified as follows: 
 1)  for LC original cataloging, encode contents information at the MARC 21 basic level; 
 2)   for one-volume collections, limit contents notes to those collections containing no 
more than 12 titles and the title and statement of responsibility area does not adequately cover 
the contents of the item; in case of doubt, give a contents note; 
 3)  give tables of contents in Electronic CIP records in contents notes according to the 
guidelines in DCM D8.9; note that the limitation stated in 2) immediately above does not apply 
in the case of Electronic CIP records; 
 4)  when the cataloger has created a single bibliographic record that covers a number of 
ephemeral publications, follow DCM C12.7 or DCM C14. 
 
2.7B19. Numbers.  Give important numbers associated with the item other than ISBNs (see 
2.8B). 
 

500  $a "M1081"--Cover. 
 

500  $a Title preceded by the number 248. 
 
2.7B20.  Copy being described, library's holdings, and restrictions on use.  Make these notes 
as instructed in 1.7B20. 
 

500  $a NCC-funded title; to be lent free of charge locally and nationally through ILL.  
 

037  $a Available from TRC Library Service 3-4-7 Otsuka, Bunkyo-ku, Tokyo  
  112-8632, JAPAN TEL:-81-3-3943-9990 FAX: +81-3-3943-9501  
  E-mail:wwwadmin@trc.co.jp Web Site:http://www.trc.co.jp/ 

 
2.8.  Standard Number and Terms of Availability Area 
 
2.8B.  International Standard Book Number (ISBN) 
 
2.8B1.  Give ISBNs as instructed in 1.8B. 
 

020  $a 437741061X  
 

020  $a 4582804705 
 

020  $z 4750579147 
   (Use subfield z for incorrect ISBNs.) 
 
2.8C.  Optional addition. Terms of availability. 
 
 LC Rule Interpretation:  Do not apply the optional addition of the rule. 
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2.8C1.  Give the price or other terms on which the item is available. Give the price in symbols 
and numbers, and other terms as concisely as possible. 
 

020  $a 4309910289 : $c Y2400 
 
2.8D.  Qualification 
 
2.8D1.  Add qualifications (including the type of binding) to the ISBN and/or terms of 
availability as instructed in 1.8E. Additionally, if volumes in a set have different ISBNs, follow 
each ISBN with the designation of the volume to which it applies. 
 

020  $a 4816900950 (set) 
020  $a 4816901213 (v. 1) : $c Y30000 
020  $a 4816901221 (v. 2) : $c Y30000 

 
020  $a 4418899014 (jacket)  

 
 
 
Compiled by: Tomoko Goto, University of British Columbia 
 
Transcribed by: Sook Hee Weidman, Library of Congress 
 
Reviewed by: Youngsook Park, Sumiko Takaramura, Beatrice Ohta; and the Cataloging 
Policy and Support Office, Library of Congress 
 
Edited by: Phil Melzer, Library of Congress 
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