Adding RDA elements/fields to existing OCLC non-RDA records

These policies were discussed by Glenn Patton (OCLC) with the US RDA Test Coordinating Committee on Sept. 7, 2010.

Basic assumptions from OCLC:

· These policies are for the US RDA Test period only; we’ll reconsider once a decision on RDA implementation is made.

· We want to present a consistent set of policies.

· We do not want to encourage “editing wars”.

· We do not want to encourage needless “tweaking”.

	OCLC non-RDA master record category
	May cataloger convert the master record to RDA?
	May cataloger add RDA elements if not converting the master record to RDA?  
	May cataloger add an RDA institution record to master record if not converting the master record to RDA?

	
	
	If changing the master record?
	If making local edits?
	

	Continuing resource records with ELvl values blank, 1, 4, 8, I, and L
	Yes

(June 15, 2010 OCLC decision)
	No
	Yes
	Yes

	
	
	
	

	Other records with ELvl values blank, 1, 4, 8, I, and L
	No

(June 15, 2010 OCLC decision)
	No
	Yes
	Yes

	
	
	
	

	All records with ELvl values K, M, 2, 3, 5, and 7
	Yes as part of upgrading to full level 

(June 15, 2010 OCLC decision)
	No
	Yes
	Yes

	
	
	
	

	All records not coded as either AACR2 or RDA (Leader/18 Desc has value blank or i; no 040 $e present)
	Yes, as part of upgrading the record

(June 15, 2010 OCLC decision)
	No
	Yes
	Yes


Reminder of other June 15, 2010 OCLC decisions:


- May add original cataloging RDA records.


- May not convert an RDA record to an AACR2 record.


- May not create a duplicate record based on a different cataloging standard.


- May locally edit records created under any cataloging standard to another standard but may not replace the master record.

Other questions raised on Sept. 7, 2010:


- What happens if any of the records eligible to be converted already have an 040 $e for another standard (e.g., dacs, amim)?  That subfield is now repeatable.



OCLC policy:  Our understanding is that it’s OK for ‘dacs’ or ‘amin’ to appear with ‘rda’ even though all the work to examine those guidelines for consistency with RDA has not been completed..  


- May some RDA elements (e.g., fields 336-338) be removed from and some AACR2 elements (e.g., a GMD) be added to an RDA record? 



OCLC policy:  For local editing or for the creation of institution records:  yes.  For master records: no.
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