Overview of the US RDA Test 
What is being tested, why, and by whom?

RDA: Resource Description and Access is the proposed content standard for cataloging that would supersede the Anglo-American Cataloguing Rules.    On January 9, 2008, the Library of Congress Working Group on the Future of Bibliographic Control submitted its final report, “On the Record”.  One of its recommendations (3.2.5.1) was directed to the Joint Steering Committee for Development of RDA (JSC) to: Suspend further new developmental work on RDA until a) the use and business cases for moving to RDA have been satisfactorily articulated, b) the presumed benefits of RDA have been convincingly demonstrated, and c) more, large-scale, comprehensive testing of FRBR as it relates to proposed provisions of RDA has been carried out against real cataloging data, and the results of those tests have been analyzed.

The JSC did not accept the recommendation. During 2008, the Library of Congress (LC), the National Agricultural Library (NAL), and the National Library of Medicine (NLM) jointly determined that testing based on objective facts was an essential prerequisite to a decision about adopting RDA.   Furthermore, a testing process for standards is common in many other disciplines.   A US RDA Test Coordinating Committee was established in May 2008 to manage this test in the United States.  (http://www.loc.gov/bibliographic-future/rda/). LC, NAL, NLM, and 23 partnering institutions are the formal, official test participants. (http://www.loc.gov/bibliographic-future/rda/test-partners.html)  Informal US participants are also encouraged to contribute their observations and records.

What is the timeline and how will the test be conducted?

June- September 2010 - Training and practice for the official participants

October 1-December 31, 2010 – Record creation

· Each testing institution or group will catalog the same  artificial set of records

1) a specific test set of 25 resources representing a wide range of formats and bibliographic conditions (both RDA and AACR2 records will be created for this set)
2) five copy cataloging titles
The artificial common set records are only being created in local files.  These records are not being distributed.  Some libraries are creating their common set records as institution records (IRs) on OCLC.  These IRs will be visible to other users of WorldCat only if they have made the choice to see IRs in search results. These records will be deleted when the testing is completed.  Any authority records created for the common set are not submitted to the NAF.  They exist only in local files or the OCLC save file.

· Each testing institution will also catalog a minimum of 25 extra set records, original or copy cataloging.

These records may be distributed and in OCLC, following the guidelines issued by OCLC for creating and editing records during the test period [http://www.oclc.org/us/en/rda/policy.htm]
· The various records will be collected by the Library of Congress and made available by December 2010 to anyone wishing them, especially applications programmers, vendors, and other parties as a tool to help design and refine applications. 
· An online survey for each of the records cataloged in common will capture information, such as time needed, level of training, experience of the cataloger, etc.  Additionally, surveys will be completed for many of the extra set records.  Surveys will also be gathered from users who have examined the RDA records and from the participating institutions for general information about their experiences during the test period.  

January-March 2011 – the US RDA Test Coordinating Committee will analyze the test results and prepare a report with recommendations for their respective senior managers.

April-June 2011 – the senior managers issue a decision and a public report.

The test has been designed to answer the following sorts of questions:

· Does RDA meet its announced goals?

· What is user reaction to the records?

· What is the economic impact?

· What is the impact on library operations?
· What are the direct costs?
· What are the training impact and costs? 

What are the possible decisions?

There are four possible outcomes:

· Do not implement RDA

· Postpone implementation until certain changes are made
· Implement RDA
· Implement RDA with specific recommended changes or policy decisions for US libraries
What role is OCLC playing in the testing process?

OCLC is playing a critical role in the U.S RDA test. OCLC has enabled the testers to create non-distributed institution records for the common sets of test records and has worked closely with the US RDA Test Coordinating Committee and the Program for Cooperative Cataloging (PCC) to develop interim procedures and policies to minimize the impact of this test on OCLC users.  http://www.oclc.org/us/en/rda/policy.htm
OCLC has tens of thousands of members around the world, some of whom may have implemented RDA immediately when it was released.  Duplicate records are a concern for many OCLC members, and creating parallel AACR2 and RDA records for the same title would only exacerbate the problem of duplicate records and would be likely to be merged by OCLC’s Duplicate Detection and Resolution (DDR) software. Therefore, OCLC’s interim policy during the testing period is that neither test participants nor other OCLC members should convert OCLC master records from AACR2 to RDA or vice versa.  Libraries may edit copies for local use as desired.  
Likewise, in the authority file, OCLC and PCC policy is that no duplicate authority records will be created.  See http://www.loc.gov/catdir/cpso/RDAtest/admindoc1.doc for more information.  Existing authority records (based on AACR2 or earlier rules) may be temporarily augmented with a 7XX for the corresponding RDA form of the authorized access point, and new RDA authority records may be created.  After the implementation decision, authority records with 7XX fields will be updated as needed.  New RDA authority records created during the test will also be evaluated and updated as needed. Institutions may need to adjust local procedures to account for RDA bibliographic and authority records your staff may encounter during the testing period.

I’m not a formal participant how can I share my opinions and any RDA records created?

The US RDA Test Coordinating Committee has developed an online survey to gather information from informal testers and others who are not part of the testing process.  It is available at: http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/Q5968DB
RDA records created may be submitted to the Library of Congress.  Contact Dave Reser (dres@loc.gov)

For More Information 

(US RDA Test Website (includes links to training materials, Webinars, example RDA records, etc.): http://www.loc.gov/bibliographic-future/rda/
What channels are in place for asking questions about RDA or the test?
Questions about the content of RDA: 
email LChelp4rda@loc.gov (Library of Congress Policy & Standards Division)  

Questions about the RDA Toolkit: 
 Web Support page of ALA Editions at http://www.rdatoolkit.org/support/ 
Questions about the test and testing process: 


email the Coordinating Committee via Susan Morris at smor@loc.gov 

Reporting typographical or other errors in records: contact the creating institution, 
(e.g., for LC records: email policy@loc.gov )

Reporting duplicate bibliographic records


Report to OCLC using the Duplicate Record Merge Request form (https://www3.oclc.org/app/bibdup/) or the email bibchange@oclc.org.

Reporting duplicate authority records


Contact your NACO coordinator

