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Summary 

 

This session will cover how to identify and treat series-like phrases. It will also explain 

when authority records should be made for them, and how their authority records should be 

coded using MARC 21. 

 

 

Objectives 

At the end of this session you should have learned techniques which enable you to:  

 

 Understand the concept of a series-like phrase 

 Identify the most common categories of series-like phrases 

 Recognize how series-like phrases differ from monographic series  

 Search efficiently for series-like phrases in Worldcat and other large bibliographic 

databases  

 Judge whether or not a series authority record should be made for a series-like 

phrase  

 Properly code authority records for series-like phrases using MARC 21 

 Understand how to treat undifferentiated series-like phrases 
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Introduction 

The concept of “series like phrase” does not appear in either RDA or AACR2. Current PCC 

practice, as recorded in LC PCC PS 2.12, has essentially been carried from LCRI 1.6.1  

 

 

 

 

 

Series-like phrase may be defined as: “A character string (words, letters, combination of 

letters and numbers) that share characteristics of a series, but is not considered to be a 

series.  

  

An authority record for a series-like phrase SAR can also be used as a “memo for 

catalogers” to convey specific information: so the same situation doesn’t need to be 

investigated again – and again – and again …  

                                                            
1 LCRI 1.6A2 included one category of series-like phrase that is no longer applicable, and is not included in LC-
PCC PS 2.12 “Series title embedded in text in invalid source”. This is because the entire resource as well as any 
available reference may be used as the source of the series in RDA (RDA 2.12.2.2 directing also to 2.2.4). Therefore, 
the concept of “invalid source” does not exist in RDA for series title. 

Please note there is an outstanding policy issue concerning whether catalogers should 
continue to create SARs for series-like phrases under RDA.  The Series Policy Task 
Group has recommended that this practice be continued, but no final decision has 
been made. 
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No comprehensive bibliographic descriptions are made for series-like phrases.   

 

Phrase SAR example: 

130  $a RAS Company publications 

380  $a Series-like phrase   

430  $a RA Swanson Company publications 

643  $a Crystal Lake, IL $b RAS Co. 

667  $a Give as a quoted note if RAS Co. does not appear in the  publication, distribution, 

etc., area. 

670  $a Walking for your health, 2005: $b t.p.(RAS Company publications) spine (RA 

Swanson Company publications) 

008/12 = c (OCLC fixed field: Series)  

008/13 = b (OCLC fixed field: Ser num) 

 

Decision 

The decision of “series vs. phrase” is often a matter of judgment. Some specific categories 

are given in LC PCC PS 2.12. Otherwise, the first one to input the SAR decides! 

Reconsider “series vs. phrase” decision only if more facts become available. 

Don’t replace someone else’s judgment with only your judgment!! 

 

Searching 

Search for a SAR first—although it may look like a series-like phrase to you, some other 

cataloger may have already decided that it’s a legitimate series and established it as such.  

 

If no SAR is found, search for any bibliographic records: 

 Search as a series. 

 Search as a note. 

 Search as part of a title proper. 
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 Search for the information as a corporate body.  (Imprints, for instance, often look 

like series). 

 

 

Common phrase situations (some in LC PCC PS 2.12) 

 

Generally, make SARs for these five situations: 

1. Unnumbered restatement of issuing body’s name + generic term (with indefinite 

article) 

2. Sub-imprint name or name of subsidiary + generic term 

3. Name of in-house editor 

4. “Series-like” words when there’s evidence it is not a series 

5. Some lecture series 

 

Phrase situation #1 

An unnumbered restatement of issuing body’s or commercial publisher’s name + 

generic term (often with indefinite article, and no subject or genre words).Give quoted 

note if not elsewhere in bibliographic record. 

 

Example of Phrase situation #1: 

 

SAR:     

130 $a Stovall Museum publication 

643 $a Norman $b University of Oklahoma Press 

667 $a Give as a quoted note if museum not noted in bibliographic record. 

 

Bibliographic record:  

500 $a “A Stovall Museum publication”--Half title page. 
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Compare the above phrase with “A Stovell Museum ethnography publication”, which 

would most likely be considered a true series. 

 

Phrase situation #2 

Sub-imprint or subsidiary name + generic term 

Give quoted note if not in imprint. 

 

Example of Phrase situation #2: 

 

t.p.: an Interscience Publication 

published by JOHN WILEY & Sons 

 

SAR:    

130 $a Interscience publication 

643 $a New York, N.Y. $b Wiley 

667 $a Give as a quoted note if Interscience does not appear in the imprint. 

 

Bibliographic record:    

264 #1 $a New York : $b Wiley, $c 1995. 

500      $a “An Interscience publication.” 

 

Phrase situation #3 

Name of an in-house editor 

Give as a quoted note. 

 

Example of Phrase situation #3: 

 

t.p.: Michael di Capua Books 

 

SAR:  
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130 $a Michael di Capua books 

643 $a New York $b Farrar, Straus and Giroux 

667 $a Give as a quoted note. 

 

Bibliographic record:  

500 $a “Michael di Capua books.” 

 

 

Phrase situation #4 

“Series-like” words when there is evidence it is not a series 

 Usually it is a result of discovering later that previously-established series is not a series. 

 Delete treatment fields: 642, 644-646. 

 Give facts to explain change of decision. 

 Optionally, give cut-off date to avoid the need to change existing bibliographic records. 

 

Example of Phrase situation #4: 

 

SAR: 

667 $a Considered a series prior to July 9, 2004.  

 

Phrase situation #5 

Lecture series – determine if it is: 

 A corporate body 

 An event 

 A publication 

If a named lecture series is not part of other title information, prefatory information, etc., 

and has data likely to remain constant, treat it as a series title. 

If it is not treated as a series title, give it in the 245 field or as a quoted note. 

In case of doubt, do not treat it as a series. 
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Example A of Phrase situation #5: Lecture series as phrase 

 

t.p.:  Major Development and Transportation Projects 

Public/Private Partnerships 

Proceedings of the Specialty Conference (including the Second Francis S. Turner 

Lecture) sponsored by the … 

 

SAR: 

130 $a Francis S. Turner lecture 

667 $a Give phrase as a quoted note if not already recorded in the body of the 

entry. 

 

Bibliographic record:    

245 $a Major development and transportation projects : $b public/private  

partnerships : proceedings of the specialty conference (including the Second 

Francis S. Turner lecture) 

 

 

 

Example B of Phrase situation #5: Lecture series as series 

 

t.p.:    ANNUAL LECTURE SERIES No. 1 

Lectures on Jainism 

 

SAR:   

130 $a Annual lecture series (University of Madras. Dept. of Jainology) 

642 $a no. 1 $5 xxx 

644 $a f $5 xxx 
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Bibliographic record:  

245 $a Lectures on Jainism … 

490 $a Annual lecture series ; $v no. 1 

830 $a Annual lecture series (University of Madras. Dept. of Jainology) ; $v no. 

1. 

 

More common phrase situations: 

Make SARs only if you think SAR would be helpful to other catalogers (because you had 

difficulty making decision, etc.). 

6. Slogan, motto, prize 

7. On cover/flaps or container:  unnumbered genre or characterizing word(s) 

in singular form to indicate content for retail purposes 

8. Publisher’s listing in broad categories with no other evidence of series 

 

Phrase situation #6 

Slogan, motto, prize 

Give as quoted note if on the preferred source. 

 

 

 

Example A of Phrase situation #6 

 

t.p.: Workers of the whole world, unite! 

 

Bibliographic record: 

500 $a At head of title: Workers of the whole world, unite. 

 

Example B of Phrase situation #6 

 

t.p.: XI Premio Luis Felipe Toro CONAC 1991 
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Bibliographic record: 

500  $a “XI Premio Luis FelipeToro CONAC 1991.” 

 

Phrase situation #7 

On cover/flaps or container: Unnumbered genre or characterizing word(s) in singular 

form to indicate content for retail purposes. Don’t give as a quoted note. 

 

Example of Phrase situation #7 

Don’t give as a quoted note: 

 

Mystery              Desktop Publishing 

Jazz                     Poetry -- $11.95 

 

Phrase situation #8 

Publisher’s listing is in broad categories with no other evidence of series. Don’t give as 

quoted note. 

 

 

Example A of Phrase situation #8 

Don’t give as quoted note: 

 

The only information is on p. 210: 

ROMANS ET NOUVELLES 

(listing of authors/titles – no numbering) 

 

Example B of Phrase situation #8 

 

Don’t give as quoted note: 
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THEORIE ET ESSAIS 

(listing of authors/titles – no numbering) 

 

Other phrase situations 

 Listing of “8 common situations” is not a closed list (you can propose additions to LC-

PCC PS) 

 If no evidence of a prior decision is in the database, you decide 

 If decision is “phrase”: 

o Make SAR if you think someone else might think it’s a series 

o Make SAR if you have information from research you did 

o Make SAR if you think it’s important to have consistency in the database 

o Do not make SAR for only numbers or numbers/letters not associated with a title 

 

Different decisions in database 

If evidence in the database shows different decisions, make a decision for the future and make a 

SAR. On the SAR, include an explanation of previous inconsistent practice. 

 

 

667 $a Prior to [date of decision], handled inconsistently as series and as [quoted note, 

other title information, etc.] 

 

 

Differences from monographic series SARs 

1. 008/12 

2. 380 field (“Series-like phrase”; optional) 

3. 5XX references 

4. No 642, 644-646 fields 

5. Resolving conflict with another series-like phrase SAR 
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Differences #1 & #2:  008/12 and 380 field 

 008/12 = type of series code 

 Code “c” for series-like phrase 

 Optionally, add 380 field (Form of work): Series-like phrase 

 

Difference #3: 5XX references 

 Generally, don’t code as earlier/later (i.e., no subfield $w) unless information is 

readily available 

 See Session 8, Related Series 

 

Difference #4: No 642, 644-646 fields 

 No 642, 644-646 fields 

o Why? Because the bibliographic record won’t be an analytic record 

 Give instructions instead in a 667 field 

 Include earlier different practice with cut-off date in the 667 field 

 

Difference #5: Resolving conflict with another phrase SAR  

 When resolving conflict with a non-phrase SAR AAP, follow usual procedures 

 When resolving conflict with the 1XX text string in another phrase SAR, don’t make 

a second SAR, and add a qualifier to heading in that SAR. Instead, create an 

undifferentiated phrase SAR (see detailed instructions later in this session)  

 

 

 

Everything else 

Everything other than the four differences: treat the same way as monographic series! This 

includes: 

 Using the qualifier “(Series)” when the phrase is same as the form of name of a person, 

corporate body, or family 
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 Coding 008/13 for numbering status 

 

“What to do” with the phrase (in the bibliographic record): 

You decide the “best use” of the phrase! 

 If the phrase is on the preferred source: 

o Generally include in bibliographic record unless LC-PCC PS 2.12 says not to 

include 

 Under RDA if necessary the whole resource can be used as the preferred source, but for 

series-like phrases appearing only in less prominent preferred sources, apply cataloger’s 

judgment about whether to record them 

 

Most common decisions:  Give as a quoted note. 

Give as a quoted note if [name of publisher or issuing body] does not appear [in the imprint area; 

or: in the publication, distribution, etc., area]. 

 

667 examples 

 

130 $a Dallas/Ft. Worth folded map series 

667 $a Give as a quoted note. 

 

130 $a Raccoon pamphlet 

667 $a Give as a quoted note if Raccoon Books is not in imprint. 

 

130 $a World Bank software 

667 $a Give as a quoted note if not in the body of the entry. 

Please note there is an outstanding policy issue concerning whether catalogers should 
continue to use the qualifier “(Series)” for SARs for series-like phrases under RDA.  
The Series Policy Task Group has recommended that this practice be continued, but 
no final decision has been made. 
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130 $a D.O.T. (Series) 

667 $a Is part of sales number on spine; ignore in bibliographic record. 

 

Examples of phrase SAR as a cataloger’s memo: 

130 $a Alfaguara (Series) 

667 $a Is an imprint, not a series. Give in publication, distribution, etc., area of the 

record. 

 

130 $a Faulkner and Yoknapatawpha (Series) 

667 $a Short form of the name of annual conference; record as statement of 

responsibility. 

 

130 $a Exploring in 

667 $a Even though publisher refers to a series, words “Exploring in” appear only as part 

of title proper of each volume; give them as part of title proper in the 245 subfield $a. 

 

A more complete list of prescribed notes and situations intended for the 667 note may be 

found in the DCM Z1 667 pages.  

 

 

 

Undifferentiated phrase SAR 

(from DCM Z1 Introduction) 

Whenever you have a second situation of the same phrase (e.g., Yolla Bolly Press book, Quarto 

book), there are two possibilities: 

 Either modify the existing phrase SAR 

 Or, create a new SAR and ask LC’s Cooperative Cataloging to delete the existing SAR in 

favor of the new SAR 

 



PCC RDA in Series                                                                                          Session 12: Series‐like Phrases 
 

15 
 

Undifferentiated phrase SAR: 643 & 667  

Only one 643 (use this specific wording): 

643 $a Various places $b various publishers 

 

One 667 (use this specific wording): 

667 $a Undifferentiated phrase record 

Covers all instances when this character string used by any publisher is considered to be a 

series-like phrase; if character string is considered to be a series, separate SAR has been 

made. 

 

Undifferentiated phrase SAR: 667 & 670 

Can add another 667: 

667 $a Give phrase as a quoted note. 

670: 

 Only one is needed to justify the form in the 130 

 Other(s) as needed to justify variant forms in 430 fields 

 It’s fine to have a 430 field applying to only one of the phrases covered by the 

SAR 

 

Questions on Session 12? 

 


