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The Library of Congress’s Cataloging 
Distribution Service (CDS) has resources, 

guides, and manuals to help expedite your 
cataloging and make sure it is up to date, 
consistent, and accurate.  The authoritative 
cataloging resources include Cataloger’s 
Desktop—a web-based subscription service 
vital to catalogers. Desktop features more 
than 300 LC and international resources, 
standards, and cataloging manuals in an 
integrated online system. 

Prices do not include shipping; call or email 
CDS for a shipping quote. Items 10 pounds and 
more will incur additional shipping charges.

For complete product details and to order now,  
visit www.loc.gov/cds



CAtAlogeR’S DeSktop
www.loc.gov/cds/desktop

The integrated, online documentation system with 
more than 300 of the most important cataloging and 
metadata resources—available 24-7. This web-based 
subscription service features a bibliographic web-based 
toolbox, including: Intelligent search and information 
discovery techniques • Customizable interface • 
Intuitive resource organization.

Cataloger’s Desktop provides fingertip access to the 
resources you need for cataloging. With hypertext links, 
a single click moves you from one tool to the relevant 
section of others. Here’s a partial list of the resources 
linked directly from Desktop: 

•  Resource Description and Access (RDA)—Requires 
separate subscription to the RDA Toolkit, available 
from ALA Publishing

•  Anglo-American Cataloguing Rules (AACR2)

•  Describing Archives: a Content Standard (DACS)

•  Library of Congress Policy Statements

•  Subject Cataloging Manuals

•  MARC 21 Formats

•  Latest editions of all MARC code lists

Subscription price

Single user: $525

Concurrent Users per site  
(a contiguous geographical location)

Subscription includes: Unlimited connection time 
for maximum number of concurrent users • Account 
manager username and password (the ability to set 
account display preferences).

www.loc.gov/cds

Up to 4 concurrent users $ 685

Up to 9 concurrent users $ 865

Up to 14 concurrent users $1,100

Up to 19 concurrent users $1,275

Up to 24 concurrent users $1,460

Up to 29 concurrent users $1,645

30 or more concurrent users $1,645 plus $185 for 
each group of five 
additional users



CUStoMeR teStIMonIAlS

“Desktop has been one of the most useful tools we have 
ever used here…we love the convenience of having all 
the tools we need in one place.”
— Kevin S. Roe, Supervisor, Media Processing, Fort Wayne 

Community Schools, Fort Wayne, Indiana

“This is an extremely valuable resource and well worth 
the money! The technical support is excellent and the 
staff who help to answer questions and troubleshoot are 
very helpful and timely in their correspondence.”
— Maggie Cinnella, Technical Services Librarian, Air Force 

Research Laboratory technical Library, Kirtland Air Force 
Base, Kirtland, AFB, New Mexico

TO OrDEr Or FOr A 30-DAy FrEE TrIAL, vISIT  
www.LOC.gOv/DESkTOP

www.loc.gov/cds
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ConSeR editing guide

The most comprehensive tool available for cataloging 
serials in the online environment. An essential guide 
for all serials catalogers following AACR2 in a MARC-
based system. Use the detailed field-by-field guide to 
the MARC 21 format as it is applied to AACR2 serials 
cataloging. Features examples of cataloging and online 
input techniques plus policies and procedures. Included 
in Cataloger’s Desktop.

CONSEr Editing guide Complete: 2003 Cumulation, 
Base Text and Updates 1–20 (Updates 1–15 are interfiled 
for you; Updates 16–20 are packaged individually and 
you must interfile)
$270 Contiguous U.S. / $290 Outside Contiguous U.S.

Base Text: 2003 Cumulation includes Base Text and 
Updates 1–15 interfiled
$100 Contiguous U.S. / $110 Outside Contiguous U.S.
572 pages. Two looseleaf volumes with binder and tabs. 
11 pounds. 2003. ISBN 0-8444-0844-1
Each Update:
$36 Contiguous U.S. / $38 Outside Contiguous U.S.
Update 20 (2011) • Update 19 (1 pound) • Update 18 
(1 pound) • Update 17 (2 pounds) • Update 16 (2 pounds) 

ConSeR Cataloging Manual

Brings together in one place the step-by-step process 
of cataloging a serial according to AACR2 rules, LC rule 
interpretations, and explanations of LC oral tradition 
relating to serials. Follows the order in which cataloging 
decisions are made when cataloging from an online 
workform. The CONSER Cataloging Manual is an 
essential companion to the CONSER Editing Guide and 
is the most authoritative word on serials cataloging. 
It can be used by both beginning and experienced 
catalogers—it’s a training tool and reference guide. 
Included in Cataloger’s Desktop.

Base Text: Cumulation of the 2002 Edition, with all 
updates through 2006 interfiled
$100 Contiguous U.S. / $110 Outside Contiguous U.S.
979 pages. Two loose-leaf volumes with binder and tabs. 
12 pounds.  2002. ISBN 0-8444-1073-X
Update No. 3 (included in the 2006 cumulation). 1 pound.
$36 Contiguous U.S. / $38 Outside Contiguous U.S.



MARC 21 Concise Formats:  
2009/2010 edition

Network Development and MARC Standards Office, 
Library of Congress 

Brings together in one volume all content designators 
defined for each MARC communication format. A 
concise description of each field, character position 
of the fixed-length data element fields, and defined 
indicators and subfield codes in the variable data 
fields that may occur in a bibliographic, authority, 
holdings, classification, or community information 
record. The MARC concise formats in print are updated 
annually. Included in Cataloger’s Desktop and in MARC 
Distribution Services.

$50 Contiguous U.S. / $60 Outside Contiguous U.S.
Looseleaf pages with binder and tabbed dividers.  
5 pounds.  2010. ISBN 0-8444-1152-3

Understanding MARC Bibliographic
8th edition

Excellent introduction to MARC. This booklet helps pull 
out the information that might seem hidden behind the 
unfamiliar codes of a MARC record. Librarians who are 
facing a switch to an automated system can quickly 
learn how machine-readable cataloging relates to their 
familiar card catalog. Library school students can use 
the booklet as an easy guide to the MARC codes for 
their cataloging class. And vendors of automated library 
systems will find that the booklet is a handy introduction 
for their clients to the importance of using standardized 
MARC data. Included in Cataloger’s Desktop.

Single copies: $5 each
Packs of 25: $60 per pack (1 pound) 
Boxes of 100: $100 per box (4 pounds)
Prices for both Contiguous U.S. and Outside 
Contiguous U.S.
2009. 29 pages. ISBN 0-8444-9506-4

www.loc.gov/cds

For complete product details and to order now,  
visit www.loc.gov/cds



Understanding MARC Authority Records
2nd edition

A great introduction to MARC authority records. Helps 
librarians discover the information that may seem 
hidden behind the record’s unfamiliar codes. Ideal for 
library school students who can use this booklet as 
an easy guide to MARC authority codes for cataloging 
classes. Automated library system vendors will find 
the booklet a handy introduction for their clients to the 
importance of using standardized MARC data. Included 
in Cataloger’s Desktop.

Single copies: $5 each
Packs of 25: $60 per pack (1 pound) 
Boxes of 100: $100 per box (4 pounds)
Prices for both Contiguous U.S. and Outside 
Contiguous U.S.
2004. 28 pages. ISBN 0-8444-1113-2

www.loc.gov/cds

MArC 21 Special Ordering Information:
MARC 21 publications in English are distributed 
worldwide—except in Canada—by the Cataloging 
Distribution Service of the Library of Congress.

The French version of MARC 21 and the English 
version in Canada are available from Canadian 
Government Publishing, PWGSC, Ottawa, 
Ontario K1A OS9 Canada. 

Telephone: 819.956.4802  Fax: 819.994.1498



Descriptive Cataloging of Rare Materials
Series covers all aspects of rare materials cataloging. 
Currently there are two publications in the series; a third 
one on graphics is now in development. Each publication 
is edited by the Bibliographic Standards Committee, Rare 
Books and Manuscripts Section, Association of College 
and Research Libraries, in collaboration with the Policy 
and Standards Division of the Library of Congress.

Descriptive Cataloging of Rare Materials 
(Books)

Cataloging rules for rare books, that is, printed textual 
monographs receiving special treatment within a 
repository. Includes 19th- and 20th-century books. 
Introductory sections on objectives and principles and 
precataloging decisions help with local decisions about 
the level of detail to provide; an appendix of scanned 
images of early letters and symbols accompanied by their 
correct transcriptions; and appendixes on collection-level 
cataloging, core-level cataloging, variations requiring the 
creation of a new bibliographic record, and individual 
issues of serials. Included in Cataloger’s Desktop.

$70 Contiguous U.S. / $80 Outside Contiguous U.S.
239 pages. Perfect bound. Printed on acid-free paper.  
2 pounds. 2007. ISBN 0-8444-1162-0

Descriptive Cataloging of Rare Materials 
(Serials)

Instructions for cataloging printed serials whose rarity, value, 
or interest require more detailed description.  Includes: 
Introductory sections on “Objectives and Principles” 
and “Precataloging Decisions” • Explicit incorporation of 
machine-made serials into the rule text and examples • 
Expanded rules for determining the basis of the description 
• Addition of areas 3 and 6 • Expanded appendix on early 
letter forms and symbols (including images of early letters 
and symbols accompanied by their correct transcriptions) 
• Appendixes on collection-level cataloging, variations 
requiring the creation of a new bibliographic record, 
reissued serials, and individual issues of serials. Included in 
Cataloger’s Desktop.

$70 Contiguous U.S. / $80 Outside Contiguous U.S.
231 pages. Perfect bound. Printed on acid-free paper.  
2 pounds. 2008. ISBN 978-0-8444-1217-7

www.loc.gov/cds



Cataloging Concepts: Descriptive Cataloging

This is the Library of Congress’s own introductory course 
in descriptive cataloging, developed by LC’s in-house 
training division. Designed for six three-hour classroom 
sessions (also ideal for self-study). You will learn how to:

•  interpret and use current (AACR2) catalog records

•  define the purpose and scope of descriptive cataloging

•  define standard terms used in processing activities

•  identify tools used for descriptive cataloging of book 
and non-book materials

•  identify areas and elements of manual and online 
bibliographic records as determined by ISBD

•  identify the MARC tag for each area of the online 
bibliographic record

•  describe underlying principles for selecting and 
formulating main and added entries

•  define the purpose and identify the structure of online 
name and series authority records.

$145 Contiguous U.S. / $155 Outside Contiguous U.S.
Set: 1 Instructor’s Manual & 1 Trainee’s Manual.   
22 pounds.
Instructor’s Manual (542-page text: two looseleaf 
volumes, three posters) 
Trainee’s Manual (460-page text: two looseleaf volumes)
2002. Instructor’s Manual ISBN 0-8444-1062-4; Trainee’s 
Manual ISBN 0-8444-1065-9 

$55 Contiguous U.S. / $65 Outside Contiguous U.S.
Each additional Trainee Manual

Multiple Copies Discount: Purchase 10 or more copies, 
have them shipped to one address, and save.

10–99 copies: discounted 10%
100–199 copies: discounted 20%
200 or more copies: discounted 25%

www.loc.gov/cds



MARC Content Designation

This course teaches the basics of MARC coding with 
special emphasis on coding monographs. This is the next 
step in training after Cataloging Concepts. The Trainee 
Manual introduces MARC bibliographic tags and provides 
examples of tags and tables listing tags, indicators, and 
subfield codes. It also gives guidelines and explanations 
for applying particular codes and includes practice 
exercises at the end of each chapter. Contains the 
complete guidelines for the use of all content designators. 
Chapters are arranged by MARC tag. Instructor’s Manual 
contains everything you need to teach the course. The 
Trainee Manual becomes a handy reference tool after 
completing the class. Use the information on the job.

$70 Contiguous U.S. / $80 Outside Contiguous U.S.
Set: 1 Instructor’s Manual and 1 Trainee Manual.  
10 pounds.
Instructor’s Manual (342 pages, looseleaf with binder 
and tabs.)
Trainee Manual (414 pages, looseleaf with binder and tabs.)
2004 revision of 2002 edition.  
Instructor’s Manual ISBN 0-8444-1063-2 
Trainee Manual ISBN 0-8444-1066-7

$30 Contiguous U.S. / $35 Outside Contiguous U.S.
Each additional Trainee Manual

Multiple Copies Discount: Purchase 10 or more copies, 
have them shipped to one address, and save.

10–99 copies: discounted 10%
100–199 copies: discounted 20%
200 or more copies: discounted 25%

www.loc.gov/cds

For complete product details and to order now,  
visit www.loc.gov/cds



Archival Moving Image Materials:  
A Cataloging Manual
2nd Edition

Cataloging rules for all types of moving image materials 
including features, shorts, television programs, 
documentaries, newscasts, newsreels, educational works, 
home movies, compilations, commercials, trailers, excerpts, 
unedited footage, outtakes, and more. The rules cover all 
formats from 3-D to DVD. Included in Cataloger’s Desktop.

$50 Contiguous U.S. / $60 Outside Contiguous U.S.
Looseleaf pages with tabs and binder. 5 pounds.
2000. ISBN 0-8444-1008-X

Map Cataloging Manual 

The definitive guide to LC map cataloging practices in 
cooperation with the international map library community. 
A comprehensive, all-inclusive resource and reference 
to all pertinent AACR2 rules and LC rule interpretations 
affecting the standardized cataloging of non-book 
cartographic materials. Includes areas not covered by any 
other single publication. Included in Cataloger’s Desktop.

$30 Contiguous U.S. / $32 Outside Contiguous U.S.
Looseleaf, 1 vol. with binder and tabs. 6 pounds.
1991. ISBN 0-8444-0691-0

What is FRBR? A Conceptual Model for the 
Bibliographic Universe

Author: Barbara Tillett, Chief, Policy and Standards 
Office, Library of Congress

An 8-page overview of the Functional Requirements 
for Bibliographic Records (FRBR) as developed by the 
International Federation of Library Associations (IFLA). 
Outlines the background of the development of the 
Functional Requirements, the concepts involved and 
their potential impact on cataloging rules, bibliographic 
structures and systems design for cataloging applications.

Single copies: $5 each
Pack of 25: $35 per pack (1 pound) 
Box of 100: $125 per box (4 pounds)
Prices for both Contiguous U.S. and Outside 
Contiguous U.S.
2004. 8 pages, including color graphics and 
bibliographic references.
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Ordering & Information:   www.loc.gov/cds
Email & Shipping Quotes:   cdsinfo@loc.gov

CDS listserv:  www.loc.gov/cds/cdsnews.html

Customer Service:   202.707.6100 
US Toll Free:    855.266.1884 
Fax:       202.707.1334 

Cataloging Distribution Service  
Office of Business Enterprises
Library of Congress
101 Independence Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20540-4910 USA
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