
AACR2 1.1A2 says that a statement of responsibility taken from outside the chief source of information 
must be enclosed in square brackets.  In RDA, only a statement of responsibility taken from a source 
outside the resource itself will be enclosed in square brackets (2.2.4).

2.4.2.2  Take statements of responsibility relating to title proper from the following sources (in order 
of preference):

a)  the same source as the title proper (see 2.3.2.2) 

b)  another source within the resource itself (see 2.2.2) 

c)  one of the other sources of information specified under 2.2.4.

2.2.4  If information required to identify the resource does not appear on a source forming part of the 
resource itself (see 2.2.2.1), take it from one of the following sources (in order of preference): 

a)  accompanying material (e.g., a leaflet, an "about" file)

b)  a container that is not issued as part of the resource itself (e.g., a box case)

c)  other published descriptions of the resource

d)  any other available source (e.g., a reference source).

If information taken from a source outside the resource itself is supplied in any of the elements listed 
below, indicate that fact either by means of a note or by some other means (e.g., through coding or 
the use of square brackets).

Statement of responsibility 

Statement of responsibility relating to title proper

Parallel statement of responsibility relating to title proper
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1.1F5. If a single statement of responsibility names more than three persons or 
corporate bodies performing the same function, or with the same degree of 
responsibility, omit all but the first of each group of such persons or bodies. Indicate 
the omission by the mark of omission (…) and add et al. (or its equivalent in a 
nonroman script) in square brackets.

In RDA there is no such limitation: 

2.4.1.5. Record a statement of responsibility naming more than one person, etc., as a 
single statement regardless of whether the persons, families, or corporate bodies 
named in it perform the same function or different functions. 

Note: in RDA, the rule of three no longer applies to the naming of works. In RDA, this 
work would be named using the access point for the first named creator followed by 
the title proper of the work, because there is no indication of principal responsibility.  
Instead of a 700 added entry for Markey in AACR2, Markey’s access point would be 
given in a 100 field in RDA, since he is the first named creator and no principal 
responsibility is indicated in the statement of responsibility.
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2.4.1.5. Record a statement of responsibility naming more than one person, etc., as a 
single statement regardless of whether the persons, families, or corporate bodies 
named in it perform the same function or different functions. 
Optional Omission
If a single statement of responsibility names more than three persons, families, or 
corporate bodies performing the same function, or with the same degree of 
responsibility, omit all but the first of each group of such persons, families, or bodies. 
Indicate the omission by summarizing what has been omitted in the language and 
script preferred by the agency preparing the description. Indicate that the summary 
was taken from a source outside the resource itself as instructed under 2.2.4.

2.2.4  If information taken from a source outside the resource itself is supplied in any 
of the elements listed below, indicate that fact either by means of a note or by some 
other means (e.g., through coding or the use of square brackets).

LC Policy Statement 2.4.1.5. LC practice for Optional omission: Generally do not omit 
names in a statement of responsibility.
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1.1F7. Include titles and abbreviations of titles of nobility, address, honour, and distinction, initials of 
societies, qualifications, date(s) of founding, mottoes, etc., in statements of responsibility if: 
a) such data are necessary grammatically 

… / … ; prólogo del Excmo. Sr. D. Manuel Fraga Iribarne 
b) the omission would leave only a person’s given name or surname

… / by Miss Jane 
… / by Miss Read 
… / by Dr. Johnson 
… / by the Baroness Orczy 

c) the title is necessary to identify a person 
… / by Mrs. Charles H. Gibson 

d) the title is a title of nobility, or is a British term of honour (Sir, Dame, Lord, or Lady). 
… / Anne Finch, Countess of Winchilsea 
… / by Sir Richard Acland 

Otherwise, omit all such data from statements of responsibility. Do not use the mark of omission. 

RDA 2.4.1.4. Transcribe a statement of responsibility in the form in which it appears on the source of 
information. Apply the general guidelines on transcription given under 1.7.
Optional Omission
Abridge a statement of responsibility only if it can be abridged without loss of essential information. 
Do not use a mark of omission (…) to indicate such an omission. Always record the first name 
appearing in the statement. When omitting names from a statement of responsibility naming more 
than one person, etc., apply the instructions given under 2.4.1.5.

LC Policy Statement 2.4.1.4: LC practice for Optional omission: Generally do not abridge a statement of 
responsibility.
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1.1F12. Treat a noun phrase occurring in conjunction with a statement of 
responsibility as other title information if it is indicative of the nature of the work. 

Characters from Dickens [GMD] : dramatised adaptations / by Barry Campbell 

If the noun or noun phrase is indicative of the role of the person(s) or body (bodies) 
named in the statement of responsibility rather than of the nature of the work, treat 
it as part of the statement of responsibility. 

Roman Britain [GMD] / research and text by Colin Barham 

In case of doubt, treat the noun or noun phrase as part of the statement of 
responsibility.

2.4.1.8   If a noun or noun phrase occurs with a statement of responsibility, treat the 
noun or noun phrase as part of the statement of responsibility.
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