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United States. President (1861-1865 : Lincoln)

Abraham Lincoln letter to Arkansas governor Henry M. Rector
1861 Mar. 16
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Letter (16 Mar. 1861) from Abraham Lincoln to the governor of
Arkansas, Henry M. Rector; enclosing a copy of an amendment (2 Mar.
1861) and certificate of the document signed by W.H. Seward (13 Mar.
1861), all relating to an attempt for a secession compromise.

Communication from Lincoln to Arkansas governor Henry M. Rector
concerning a proposed Thirteenth Amendment to the U.S. Constitution.
In Feb. 1861, Congress passed a Thirteenth Amendment to guarantee
the legality and perpetuity of slavery in the slave states. Pres. James
Buchanan signed the resolution passed by the Congress on 2 Mar. 1861,
two days before Lincoln was inaugurated. The Civil War began before
this amendment could be sent to the states for ratification. Lincoln sent
a copy of a resolution to the governors of all states.
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