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The Copyright Royalty Judges (“Judges”) have requested comments pursuant to their 

notice of December 9, 2014 whether controversies exist among claimants to the 2013 satellite 

royalty funds regarding the distribution of such funds.  79 Fed. Reg. 76,396 (December 22, 2014).  

The American Society of Composers, Authors and Publishers (“ASCAP”), Broadcast Music, Inc. 

(“BMI”) and SESAC, Inc. (“SESAC”)1 submit these comments to report on the status of both 

Phase I and Phase II controversies in the Music Claimant category with regard to the 2013 

satellite royalty funds.    

  

                                                 
1  BMI, ASCAP and SESAC collectively represent hundreds of thousands of composer, lyricist, songwriter, and publisher 
members and affiliates with combined repertories of millions of copyrighted musical works.  On behalf of their members 
and affiliates, ASCAP, BMI and SESAC license the public performance rights granted to their respective members and 
affiliates as copyright owners under Section 106(4) of the Copyright Act (17 U.S.C. § 106(4)).  BMI and ASCAP are also 
affiliated with about ninety foreign performing rights societies around the world and license the repertories of those 
societies in the United States.  BMI, ASCAP, and SESAC have historically  -- and for the purposes of this filing -- been 
known as the “Music Claimants” and individually each a “Music Claimant Party”. 
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