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March 8 ,  1993 

From: FRED OLEN RAY 

To: The N a t i o n a l  F i lm P r e s e r v a t i o n  Board 

Dear MEMBERS, 

One of  t h e  most unusua l  s i t u a t i o n s  i n  t h e  f i e l d  of F i lm  
P r e s e r v a t i o n  i n  o u r  h i s t o r y  must be  t h e  t o t a l  l o s s  of M G M ' s  
s i l e n t  f i l m ,  LONDON AFTER MIDNIGHT,  s t a r r i n g  Lon Chaney, S r .  

For  a  f i l m  made i n  t h e  1920s by a major  Hollywood 
s t u d i o ,  t h i s  cdmplete  l o s s j s  alinost un5el ievabl .e .  Y e t  it 
happened. 

The amazing t h i n g  is t h a t  p o s t e r s ,  books,  s c r i p t s  and 
even  Chaney ' s  t o p - h a t  and f a l s e  t e e t h  have s u r v i v e d ,  b u t  t h e  
f i l m  i t s e l f  has  van i shed .  T h i s  shou ld  neve r  be a l lowed t o  
happen a g a i n .  

Fi lm p r e s e r v a t i o n  a t  t h e  p u b l i c ' s  expense is  a f i n e  
i d e a .  The q u e s t i o n  t h a t  remains  i s  what e x a c t l y  does  t h e  
p u b l i c  g e t  o u t  of it. I f  w e ,  t h e  government,  b u i l d  a t  r o a d  
a t  t a x - p a y e r s '  expense ,  t h e n  everyone  g e t s  t o  d r i v e  on it. I f  
f i l m s  a r e  p r e s e r v e d  a t  t a x - p a y e r s '  expense  t h e n  everyone  who 
p a i d  shou ld  have a r i g h t  t o  see them. 

I f  t h i s  i s n ' t  a law, t h e n  it j u s t  i s n ' t  r i g h t  and w e  a l l  
know it. 

Access  s h o u l d  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  be f r e e  o r  u n l i m i t e d ,  b u t  
s p e c i f i c  g u i d e l i n e s  t h a t  are n o t  p r o h i b i t i v e  shou ld  be  i n  
p l a c e  and p u b l i c  enjoyment and a p p r e c i a t i o n  of  t h e  p r e s e r v e d  
f i l m s  shou ld  be  ensu red .  I f  t h e  p u b l i c  is d e n i e d  r e a s o n a b l e  
a c c e s s  t o  p r e s e r v e d  f i l m s  t h e y  s h o u l d  n o t  be r e q u i r e d  t o  pay 
f o r  t h e  p r e s e r v a t i o n  of them. 

Fi lms w e r e  made t o  be viewed by t h e  masses.  L e t ' s  p l e a s e  
remember and honor t h a t  i d e a .  

Should t h e  g r e a t  p a i n t i n g s  of t h e  world be locked  away 
f o r e v e r ?  Should f i l m s  be r e a d  abou t  i n  h i s t o r y  c l a s s  b u t  
neve r  s e e n ?  Someone had b e t t e r  d e c i d e  soon. 
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