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Library Services

The Ralph J. Bunche Library of the U.S. Department of State is the oldest Federal Government library. It
was founded by the first Secretary of State, Thomas Jefferson in 1789. It was dedicated to and renamed
the Ralph J. Bunche Library on May 5, 1997 in honor of Ralph Johnson Bunche—statesman, scholar, and
diplomat. Dr. Bunche was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize for negotiating the end of the Arab-Israeli
conflict in 1949, the first African-American to win the prize. He was born in 1903 and died in 1971.

The Library has a large and important collection of unclassified and published information sources on
foreign relations. Foreign Relations is defined broadly to include books about foreign countries; world
history, especially since the American Revolution; international organizations, such as the United States
and the Organization of American States; wars and international conflicts, particularly those involving the
United States; espionage: treaties, treaty-making, and legal agreements between nations; American
history especially as it relates to the Department of State and the conduct of diplomacy; trade
relationships around the world; foreign assistance and development; information on the American
government and foreign governments.

The Ralph J. Bunche Library is a Federal Depository Library. The mission of the Library is to support the
research needs of personnel of the Department of State. The Library is not open to the public and does
not lend books directly to members of the public. The Library will lend books, at its discretion, to other
libraries. Members of the public must contact a library through which they may borrow books from the
Ralph J. Bunche Library. Magazines, newspapers, and microfilm may not be borrowed from the Ralph J.
Bunche Library. Libraries may request books through interlibrary loan.

The Library is located in the Harry S Truman Building, Room 3239. Hours of operation are Monday
through Friday from 8:15 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.



Presenting

Dr. Sharon T. Freeman

Discussing her book

African Leaders Reach Out To Africans in the Diaspora

Founder/President, Lark-Horton Global Consulting & Lark-Horton Connections
Dr. Freeman has over 25 years of experience in the field of economic
development and has worked in over 100 countries, including in most African
countries, on projects concerned with Private Sector Development (PSD).

She serves as an appointed Advisor to the U.S. Secretary of commerce and U.S.
Trade Representative on Trade Policy since 1991. She started her flagship
firm, Lark-Horton Global Consulting in Hong Kong in 1985, where she worked
for 12 Years. In 1998 she also established the All American Small Business
Exporters Association (AASBEA) in order to help minority, immigrant, and
women owned firms increase their involvement in trade and development and to
foster business linkages between immigrants and their homelands. Her interest
in this work began with her Ph.D. dissertation on the subject of Immigrant
Economic Adaptation. Through AASBEA she has authored five books and published
six, three of which concern Africa and include: Conversations With Powerful
African Leaders (2002); African Leaders Reach Out to Africans in the Diaspora
(2004); and Making It in America: Conversations With Successful Ethiopian
American Entrepreneurs (Peter Hagos Gebre, Author).



Ralph J. Bunche Library
U.S. Department of State
A/RPS/IPS/LIBR, Room 3239
2201 C St. NW
Washington, DC 20520-2442
Phone: 202-647-1099
fax: 202-647-2971
Library Intranet website: http://BuncheElectronicLibrary.state.gov/
e-mail: library@state.gov




