PROPOSED RECORDING EXPEDITION INTO
. THE FLORIDAS

So far as material worthy of preservation by recordings,
Florida stand's out from the other forty-eight states culturally
a8 1t does geographically.

Ares I.
Got my knap-sack on my back
My rifle on my shoulder
- Kill me & nigger 'fore Saturday Night
If I have to hunt Flordy over.
(Sung by Waldo Wishart, Ocala, Florida)

West Florida extends from the Perdido §iver on the west
to Lake Oity on the east, /from the Alabama-Georgia state
lines on the north to as far south as Gilechrist County on the
ouths This is the Florida so well known to Spanish-French-
English-Indian fighting tradition. The material is plentiful.
There are men and women still alive who kuoﬁ and can tell of the
struggles of four different groups of people To control this
‘area. There are the Oreole songs and customs of Pensacols and
surrcunéing axeg‘ There are the African-American Negro folk
tales 1n abunaance and the religloua and secular songs in
~p1&nty.ﬁ This is a sort of culture pocket that is not belng
drained off se ‘rapidly - as other sections of the state. |

The re&son for this is th&t this section of Flori&a,isi
the cotton~corn~t0b&cco reglona Here people live un&er the
: patrlarchal agrarian system;, The ol@ rules cf 11fe holé
here. Down' on the Gulf Oaast of thia sectlon are 1&rge fighing:fﬂf
end oyster settlements W1th their songs anﬁ ’sra&itionsal ﬂest -

Floriéa is very rich and little taucheé area,, It is worth ,g“vf*f‘

A ;
an eXpeéition in itself. In aﬁéition to the purely cultural
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material to be found it is posdble to make recordings that
beaxr on the economic and sgociological set-up of the area.

The new is hurling itself, not so effectually)against the old
and the feudal life. The interviews should be particularly
interesting. The shipyards and the like are the culture beds
of other maritime folk creatione. A serious study of blank

verse in the form of traditional sermons and prayers.
&I’ea II.

De Oap'n cant Tead, de Cap'n cant write

How does he know that the time is right?

I agked my Cap'n what de time of day

He got mad and throwed his watch away.

(Sung by Willie Joe Roberts, Jacksonville, Flg.)
From the S8%. Mary's river, which is the Georgie-Floride

boundery line, to Gainesville on the suth, and from Lake

- Oity to the~3tléﬁtic Ocean is Northeast Florida.

In this area we have & cenglcmerate of many cultures.

- There is the GeorgierAlabama ”Gracker” with his farms and cows,
his oldengllsh traﬁitiona ané waysﬁ But here also are the :]
':&escenaants of tha great oli Engllsh French ana Sp&nish e

‘famllies ané thelr msnuments and culture‘_ &né Occup&tion,‘ L;““

'the matrix cf culture cref ion among pecples is in thzs area

 in & 1avish way‘~ In aﬁ&ition tc the vast number of songs ané
the like hanﬁed éown from Englan&, there 157 ‘°‘fffff”  §
stuff createé. oy bot.h black ané wmte a.mum;thel"f’works,
_ From Fernanéina, anport and St,ﬁugustlne there 13 the lus 

”  ma$$r1al af the sea falk, Jagksanville is a great port with

 Q;its hustling, chanting steveéores ané reustabouts.;g 
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Jacksonville~CUallahan area is full of railroad songs, chats
and stories.

Ah Mobilel

Hauh!

Ah in Algbamal
Haubl

Ah Fort Myersi
Hzuhi

Ah in Floridal
Hauh!

Ah lets shake itl
Hauhl |
Ah lets break itl
Hauhl

Ah lets shake itl
Hauhl

Ab just & hairt
Hguhi

fSung by Fred James Watson, 1225 W.Duval 8t.
Jacksonville, Florida)

In this same area there are men like old "Pap" Drummond of
Fernandina who tell tales of the Pirates who roamed the Spanish
Main an&‘tellﬁafubuzieé treasures. Pap Drummond lives in his
shack on tbe 5uf§kirts of Fernanéina with his "family" of
rattlesnakes ruatllng now &nd then in their dugout near at hand,
and éraws a long bow on the lawless men of the skull and crosa- .
bones of yesﬁeryear. He~cla1ms to have alaeé in the last e

recovery sf pirate treagure.f'

Interviews W1th the Turpentine«Tlmber workers of this area H
4',wou1é be extremely 1nteresting3~ The:e has seepeé in some impuls
to change the olé fcr the new &né the comments of the 1aborérs
are very interesting from a seciological viewpoint*; ;“"

There are rlvermen 1n thls are& whc have plieé the St*Joh Ty

- BRiver for more than one generation with their songs,kstorieayand,f{;
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obgervations. 8ome have seen the last of the Indian fighters
go. Look for the roots of traditional sermons and prayers.
Areg III.
I got a woman, she shgke like jelly all over
I got a woman she shake like jelly all over
Her hips so broad Lawd, Lawd her hips so broad.
(Sung by Richard Jenkins, Mulberry, Fla.)
And they found him, found him in between two mountains
And they found him, found him in between two mountains
With head hung down, Lawd, Lawd with head hung down.

(Sung by Richard Jenking, Mulberry, Fla.)

From the Palatks - Gainesville li;; south to Tarpon Springs
on the West Coagt and Fore Pierce on the East Coast is a
section of Peninsular Florida devoted to citrus fruits, tur-
pentine, lumber, phosphate, celery and tourists. This area
includes the justly famous Polk Oounty, so full of varied
industries that it is full of song and story. The most robust
"ané lusty s>ngé'of road and camp sprout in this area like
o corn in Aﬁril.““Uncle Bué“ Planchltaﬁ "Ella Wall® and other |
real characters poureé into sang and shapeé,znto legend. 1%

chulé be profitable in this reglon to make a serles of Tecord-

; ,1ngs on John, Jack, Big John, de GonQuex (or) ‘that gre&t hero‘T  :

“‘of Negro folklcre who 13 Brer Rabbit ané Brer Rabblt is him. ff  5

Look for flne examples o"”jose fclk poems 1n blank verse

known as sermons and prayers.,,[ffs o

Evalina, Evalina you know the baby écnt favc: me, Eh
~Eh, you knew the baby dont faver me. S

(Sung by Lias Strawn, Kiami Fla. Drummed by ustew Eeefﬁ i
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South Florida: This is the fori&gn culture area of Florida.
Thst is forilegn culture has not yet absorbed into the general
pattern of the locality, or just beginning to meke its influerce
felt in American culiture. This for?égn area really should be
designated as a collection of areas. The Sanctified Church
is strong in this area with its rebirth of spiritual and anthem
making.

A, Tarpon Springs - A Greek sponge-fishing area with its
Greek Orthodox ceremonies and other folk sngs snd customs.

B. Tampa - With the largest %atin colony in the United
States. Here the Cuban songs, éances and folk ways color the
goil and flavor the air.

O, Miami ; A pclygﬁgt of Caribbean and South American
cultures.

1. More than 30,000 Bahamans with their songs, dances
and storles, and 1nstrumentatlon.

2 Haltian songs, ﬁances, 1nstrumentation and celebrations.
3. Amerlcan Negro songs, games and dances.
b, Amerlcan whlte songs. ané storles.

B African songs, éances &nd 1nstrumentatlon. There is & ff 
pure Afrlcan colony there. S (s

: D* Everglaﬁes e Raw teemlng 11fe Qf the frgntlers and
mining or construction Camp type,  A hot mlxture ef all the S
tYpes of materlal of the area. erth the whole trlp alone,, ?f;,

The 1ife hlstories, 3001&1 Ethnlc stuéles woulé be rare and

vital.

E. Key West to Palm Béa¢h +'Bahaman,ané»Gubén §iéﬁenfs;ih j73
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abundance., Also thecanch settlement at Riviera. All new to
study and worth & great deal of investigation.

SUMMARY: There is no gtate in the %nion with as much to
record in a musical, folk lore, Social-Ethnic way ss Florida
has. To be gure Celifornie has the Chinese, Japanese, Philipino
population which Florids lacks, but these Asistic cultures seem
so faer from our own that they do not enter the stream of
American culture at all. No other gtate in the union has had
the history of racesg blended and coétenﬁing. Noéﬁere else is
there such a variety of mate;ials.‘ Florida is still a frontier
with its varying elements gtill unassimilated. There is gtill
an opportunity to obsexrve the wombs of folk culture still
heavy with life. Recordings in Florida will be like back-
tracking a large part of the United States, Burope and Africa
for these elements have been attracted here and brought a

gift to‘Floriéa culture each in its own way. The drums throb:

Africa by way Qf Guba, Afrjcg by way of the British West Indies;
Africa by way of Haiti ané.ﬁ&rtinque, Africa by way of Central

' ané Souﬁh Amerlcaﬁ, old Spaln speakg through many interpreters.
Olﬁ England speaks through black, Lte and 1ntermeé1ate lips.
Floriéa, the inner melting pat af ‘the gre&t nelting pot ~' /@; 

1famerica.
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(Sanctified Anthem)

OiLord, O Lord
Let the wordg of my mouth, O Lord
Let the words of my mouth, meditations of my heart

Be accepted in Thy sight, O Lord.
(Sung by Mrs. Orrie Jones, Palm Beach,Florida)

Regpectfully submitted

Zora Neale Hurston




