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CONSTITUTION.

——— > e

WE, the people of the Chickasaw Nation, acknowledging with
gratitude the grace and beneficence of Gop, in permitting
us to make choice of our own form of Government, do, in
accordance with the first, second, fourth and seventh arti-
cles of the Treaty between the United States, the Choc-
taws and Chickasaws, made and concluded at Washington
City, June 22d, A. D. 1855, ordain and establish this Con-
stitution for our Government, within the following limits,
to wit : Beginning on the north bank of Red River, at the
mouth of Island Bayou, where it empties into Red River,
about twenty-six miles on a straight line below the mouth
of False Washita ; thence running a north-westerly course
along the main channel of said Bayou to the junc-
tion of the Three Prongs of said Bayou nearest the divi-
ding ridge between Washita and Low Blue Rivers, as laid
down on Capt. R. L. Hunter’s Map; thence northerly
along the eastern prong of said Island Bayou to its source ;
thence due north to the Canadian River ; thence west along
the main Canadian to the ninety-eighth degree of west
longitude ; thence south to Red River, and thence down
Red River to the beginning ; Provided, however, if a line
running due north from the eastern source of Island Bayou
to the main Canadian, shall not include Allen’s or Wapa
nacka Academy within the Chickasaw District, then an off-
set shall be made from said line, so as to leave said Acade-
my two miles within the Chickasaw District, north, west
and south from the lines of boundary.
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ARTICLE 1.
BILL OF RIGHTS.

That the general, great and essential principles of liberty
and free government may be recognized and established, we
declare that

Sec. 1. All political power is inherent in the people, and
all free governments are founded on their authority, and in-
stituted for their benefit; and they have at all times the ina-
lienable right to alter, reform or abolish their form of govern-
ment in such manner as they may think expedient.

SEc. 2. All freemen, when they form a social compact,
have equal rights, and no man or set of men is entitled to
exclusive, separate, public emoluments or privileges, but in
consideration of public services.

SEc. 3. No religious test shall ever be required as a quali-
fication to any office of public trust in this Nation.

Sec. 4. All men have a natural and indefeasible right to
worship God according to the dictates of their own conscien-
ces. No man shall be compelled to attend, erect, or support
any place of worship, or to maintain any ministry against his
consent. No human authority ought, in any case whatever,
to control or interfere with the rights of conscience in mat-
ters of religion, and no preference shall ever be given by law
to any religious society, or mode of worship; but it shall
be the duty of the Legislature to pass such laws as shall be
necessary to protect every religious denomination in the
peaceable enjoyment of their own mode of worship.

SEc. 5. Every citizen shall be at liberty to speak, write,
or publish his opinions on any subject, being responsible for
the abuse of that privilege: and no law shall ever be passed
curtailing the liberty of speech, or of the press.

Sec. 6. The people shall be secure in their persons, hous-
es, papers and possessions, from all unreasonable searches or
seizures ; and no warrant to search any place, or to seize any
thing, shall issue without describing them, as near as may
be, nor without probable cause, supported by oath or affirma-
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tion ; Provided, however, that searches for, and seizures of,
intoxicating liquors, are not to be considered unreasonable
searches or seizures.

Skc. 7. In all criminal prosecutions the accused shall have
a speedy public trial, by an impartial jury. He shall not be
compelled to give evidence against himself. He shall have
the right of being heard by himself or counsel, or both;
shall be confronted with the witnesses against him, and shall
have compulsory process for obtaining witnesses in his favor.
And no person shall be holden to answer for any criminal
charge, but on indictment or information.

Sec. 8. All prisoners shall be baleable by sufficient sure-
ties, except such as may, in the opinion of the Judge of the
examining court, be guilty of wilful murder.

Sec. 9. Excessive bail shall not be required, nor exces-
sive fines imposed, nor cruel or unusual punishments inflic
ted. All courts shall be open; and every person for an in-
jury done him in his lands, goods, person or reputation, shall
have remedy by course of law.

SEc. 10. No person, for the same offence, shall be twice
put in jeopardy of life or limb; nor shall a person be again
put upon trial for the same offence, after a verdict of not
guilty. And the right of trial by jury shall remain invio-
late.

SEc. 11. The Legislature shall have the power, by law, to
prescribe the mode and manner of persons bearing arms in
defence of themselves or their country.

SEc. 12. No person shall ever be imprisoned for debt.

Sec. 13. The citizens shall have the right, in a peaceable
manner, to assemble together for their common good, and to
apply to those invested with powers of government for re-
dress of grievances, or other purposes, by address or remon-
strance.

Sec. 14. No power of suspending the laws of this Nation
shall be exercised, except by the Legislature or its authority.

SEc. 15. The Legislature shall pass no retrospective law,
or any law impairing the obligation of contracts.
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Skc. 16. Polygamy shall not be tolerated in this Nation
from and after the adoption of this constitution.

ARTICLE 2.
RIGHTS OF SUFFRAGE.

Skc. 1. No idiot, or insane person or persons, convicted of
any infamous crime, shall be entitled to the privileges of an
elector.

Sec. 2. All elections by the people shall be by viva voce.

SEc. 8. All free male persons of the age of nineteen years
and upwards, who are by birth or adoption members of the
Chickasaw tribe of Indians, who shall have resided six
months immediately preceding any election in the Chickasaw
Nation, shall be deemed qualified electors ; Provided, howev-
er, That all Chickasaws who desire, shall be entitled to vote
in the first general election held in the Chickasaw Nation
under the authority of this constitution.

Skc. 4. Electors, in all cases, shall be privileged from ar-
rest during their attendance at elections, in going to, and re-
turning from the same, except in cases of treason, felony, or
breach of the peace.

ARTICLE 3.
DIVISION OF THE POWERS OF GOVERNMENT.

SecrioN 1. The powers of the government of the Chicka-
saw Nation shall be divided into three distinct departments,
and each of them confided to a separate body of magistracy,
to wit: Those which are Legislative to one ; those which are
Executive to another, and those which are Judicial to ano-
ther. And no person, or collection of persons, being one of
those departments, shall exercise any power properly attached
to either of the others, except in the instances herein ex-
pressly permitted.
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ARTICLE 4.
LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT.

Secrron 1. The Legislative powers of this Nation shall be
vested in two distinet branches ; the one to be styled the Sen-
ate, and the other the House of Representatives; and both
together, the Legislature of the Chickasaw Nation. The style
of the laws shall be: ¢ Be it enacted by the Legislature of
the Chickasaw Nation.”

Sec. 2. The members of the House of Representatives
shall be chosen by the qualified electors, and their term of
office shall be one year from the day of the general election.
And the session of the Legislature shall be annual, at Tisho-
mingo ; commencing on the first Monday in October, in each
and every year.

SEc. 8. No person shall be a Representative unless he be
a Chickasaw by birth or adoption, and shall have been an in-
habitant of the Chickasaw Nation one year next preceding
his election, and the last six months thereof a citizen of the
county for which he shall be chosen, and shall have attained
to the age of twenty-one years at the time of his election.

Src. 4. The Senators shall be chosen by the qualified elec-
tors for the term of two years, at the same time and place
as Representatives. And no person shall be a Senator un-
less he be a Chickasaw by birth or adoption, and have been
a citizen of the Chickasaw Nation one year next preceding
his election, and the last six months a citizen of the senato-
rial district for which he shall be chosen, and shall have at-
tained to the age of thirty years at the time of his election.

Sec. 5. The number of Senators shall not be less than
one-third nor more than two-thirds of the number of Repre-
sentatives.

Sec. 6. The Legislature shall have power, by law, to pre-
scribe the mode and manner of enumerating and apportion-
ing the number of inhabitants necessary for the election of
Representatives to the Legislature; Provided, however, no
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county shall have less than one Representative until the first
enumeration and apportionment by the Legislature. The
following shall be the apportionment of Representatives
among the several counties, viz: the counties of Pickensand
Tishomingo shall elect four Representatives each ; the coun-
ties of Panola and Pontotoc shall elect five Representatives
each.

SEc. 7. The Legislature shall divide the Chickasaw Na-
tion into four senatorial districts ; Provided, however, until
said division, the counties of Panola, Pickens, Tishomingo
and Pontotoc shall each respectively constitute a senatorial
district. And each senatorial district shall be entitled to
elect three Senators.

SEc. 8. The House of Representatives, when assembled,
shall choose a Speaker and its other offiders, and the Sen-
ate shall choose a President and its officers. And each
House shall judge of the qualifications and elections of its
own members ; but contested elections shall be determined
in such manner as shall be directed by law. And a majority
of each House shall constitute a quorum to do business, but
a smaller number may adjourn from day to day, and may
compel the attendance of absent members in such manner
and under such penalties as each House may provide.

SEec. 9. Each House may determine the rules of its own
proceeding ; punish members for disorderly conduct; and,
with the consent of two-thirds, expel a member, but not a
second time for the same offence.

Sec. 10. Each House shall keep a journal of its proceed-
ings and publish the same. And the yeas and nays of the
members of either House, on any question, shall, at the de-
sire of any three members present, be entered on the jour-
nal. :

Skc. 11. When vacancies happen in either House, the
Governor, or the person exercising the power of Governor,
shall issue writs of election to fill such vacancy.

Sec. 12. Senators and Representatives shall, in all cases,
except treason, felony, or breach of the peace, be privileged
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from arrest during the session of the Legislature, and in go-
ing to and returning from the same.

Sec. 13. The doors of each House shall be open, except
the Legislature have a treaty under consideration.

Sec. 14. Neither House shall, without the consent of the
other, adjourn for more than three days.

Sec. 15. Bills may originate in either House, and amend-
ed, altered or rejected by the other; but no bill shall have
the force of a law until it be read in each House two several
days, and free discussion allowed thereon, unless two-thirds
of the House in which the same shall be pending may deem
it expedient to dispense with this rule. And every bill hav-
ing passed both Houses, shall be signed by the Speaker and
President of their respective bodies.

Sec. 16. All bills for raising a revenue for the support of
the government of the Chickasaw Nation shall originate in
the House of Representatives, but the Senate may amend or
reject them as other bills.

Sec. 17. Each member of the Legislature shall receive
from the public treasury a compensation for his services,
which may be increased or diminished by law ; but noincrease
of compensation shall take effect during the session at which
such increase shall have been made.

Sec. 18. No Senator or Representative shall, during the
term for which he shall have been elected, be appointed to
any civil office of profit under this Nation, which shall have
been created, or the emoluments of which shall have been
increased during such term; except such offices as may be
filled by elections by the people.

Sgc. 19. No person, who may hereafter be a collector, or
holder of public moneys, shall have a seat in either House of
the Legislature, or hold any other office created under the
constitution, until such person shall have accounted for, and
paid into the treasury, all such sums for which he may be
accountable.

Sec. 20. No money shall be drawn from the treasury but
in consequence of an appropriation made by law. An ac-
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curate statement of the receipts and expenditures of public
moneys shall be attached to, and published with the laws, at
every regular session of the Legislature.

Sec. 21. The members of the Legislature shall receive,
for their services, three dollars per day, until otherwise fixed
by law; and be paid out of the public treasury.

Sec. 22. The House of Representatives shall have the sole
power of impeachments; and all impeachments shall be
tried by the Senate. When sitting for that purpose, the
Senators shall be upon oath or affirmation; and no person
shall be convicted without the concurrence of two-thirds of
the members present. Judgment in cases of impeachment
shall not extend only to removal from office, and disqualifi-
cation from holding any office of honor, trust, or profit, under
this Nation ; but the parties convicted shall, nevertheless, be
subject to indictment, trial, and. punishment, according to
law.

Sec. 23. All officers against whom articles of impeach-
ment may be preferred shall be suspended from the exercise
of the duties of their office during the pendency of their im-
peachment. The appointing power shall make a provisional
appointment to fill the vacancy occasioned by the suspension
of an officer, until the decision on the impeachment.

SEc. 24. The Legislature shall provide for the trial, pun-
ishment, and removal from office, of all other officers of this
Nation, by indictment or otherwise.

ARTICLE 5.
EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT.

Sec. 1. The Supreme Executive power of this Nation
shall be vested in a Chief Magistrate, who shall be styled
“The Governor of the Chickasaw Nation.”

Sec. 2. The Governor shall be elected by the electors of
the Nation, at the time and places of elections for members
of the Legislature, and shall hold his office two years from
the time of his installation, and until his successor shall be
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qualified ; but shall not be eligible for more than four years
in any term of six years.

Sec. 8. No person shall be eligible to the office of Governor
unless he shall have attained the age of thirty years, and shall
have been a resident of this Nation for one year next preced-
ing his election. Neither shall any person, except a Chicka-
saw, by birth, or an adopted member of the tribe, at the time
of the adoption of this constitution, be eligible to the office
of Governor.

Skec. 4. The returns of every election for Governor shall

be made out, sealed up, and transmitted to the National Se-
cretary, at the seat of Government, who shall deliver it to
the Speaker of the House of Representatives, during the first
day of its organization, who shall proceed immediately to
open and count. the votes in the presence of both Houses of
the Legislature. The person having a majority of the whole
number of said votes shall be declared by the Speaker to be
Governor. But if no person shall have a majority of said
votes, or if two or more shall have an equal and the greatest
number of said votes then said Legislature, on the second
day of its organization, by joint vote of both Houses, shall
proceed, without debate, to choose a Governor from a list of
the names of the two persons having the greatest number of
votes, or of the names of the persons having an equal and
highest number of votes, so returned, as aforesaid.
- SEc. 5. The Governor shall receive for his services a com-
pensation, to be fixed by law, which shall neither be increased
nor diminished during his continuance in office. The first
Governor shall receive an annual salary of seven hundred
and fifty dollars, and no more.

Sec. 6. He shall take care that the laws be faithfully exe-
cuted.

Sec. 7. He may, by proclamation, on extraordinary oc-
casions, convene the Legislature; and shall state to both
Houses, when assembled, the purpose for which they shall
have been convened. He shall, from time to time, give to
the Legislature information, in writing, of the state of the Gov-
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ernment ; and recommend to their consideration such mea-
sures as he may deem expedient.

Sec. 8. In case of a disagreement between the two Houses
with respect to the time of adjournment, the Governor shall
have the power to adjourn the Legislature to such time as he
may think proper : Provided, it be not beyond the time fixed
for the meeting of the next Legislature.

Skc. 9. No person shall, while holding any office under
this Nation, exercise the office of Governor.

SEc. 10. There shall be a seal of this Nation, which shall
be kept by the Governor, and used by him officially ; and
shall be called “ The Great Seal of the Chickasaw Nation.”

Sec. 11. All commissions shall be in the name and by
authority of the Chickasaw Nation, and be sealed with the
Great Seal, signed by the Governor, and attested by the Na-
tional Secretary.

Sec. 12. Every bill which shall have passed both Houses
of the Legislature, shall be presented to the Governor; if he
approve, he shall sign it; but if not, he shall return it to the
House in which it shall have originated, who shall enter the
objections at large upon the Journal, and proceed to recon-
sider it. If, after such reconsideration, two-thirds of the
members present shall agree to pass the bill, it shall be sent,
with the objections, to the other House, by which it shall
likewise be reconsidered. If approved by two-thirds of the
members present of that House, it shall become a law. But
in each case, the votes of both Houses shall be determined by
yeas and nays. And the names of the members voting for
and against the bill, shall be entered on the Journals of each
House respectively. If any bill shall not be returned by the
Governor within three days (Sundays excepted,) after it
shall have been presented to him, the same shall be a law, in
like manner as if he had signed it. Every bill presented to
the Governor one day previous to the adjournment of the
Legislature, and not returned to the House in which it origi-
nated, before its adjournment, shall become a law, and have
the same force and effect as if signed by the Governor.
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SEc. 13. Every order, resolution, or vote, to which the con-
currence of both Houses of the Legislature may be necessary,
except on questions of adjournment, shall be presented to the
Governor, and before it shall take effect be approved by him ;
or being disapproved, shall be re-passed by both Houses, ac-
cording to the rules and limitations prescribed in the case of
a bill.

SEc. 14. Whenever the office of Governor shall become
vacant by death, resignation, removal from office, or other-
wise, the President of the Senate shall exercise the office of
Governor until another Governor shall be duly qualified;
and in case of the death, resignation, removal from office, or
other disqualification of the President of the Senate, so exer-
cising the office of Governor, the Speaker of the House of
Representatives shall exercise the office until the President
of the Senate shall have been chosen. And when the office
of Governor, President of the Senate, and Speaker of the
House, shall become vacant, in the recess of the Senate, the
person acting as National Secretary for the time being shall,
by proclamation, convene the Senate, that a President may
be chosen to exercise the office of Governor. When either
the President or Speaker of the House of Representatives
shall so exercise the duties of said office, he shall receive the
compensation of Governor only ; and his duties as President,
or Speaker shall be suspended; and the Senate or House of
Representatives, as the case may be, shall fill the vacancy
until his duties as Governor shall cease.

SEc. 15. There shall be a National Secretary, who shall be
appointed by the Governor, by and with the advice and con-
sent of the Senate, and shall continue in office during the term
of service of the Governor elect. He shall keep a fair register
of all official acts and proceedings of the Governor, and shall,
when required, lay the same, and all papers, minutes and
vouchers relative thereto, before the Legislature, or either
House thereof ; and shall perform such other duties as may
be required of him by law.

SEc. 16. A National Treasurer, and Auditor of Public
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Accounts, shall be biennially elected by the joint ballot of
both Houses of the Legislature; and in case of vacancy in
either of said offices during the recess of the Legislature,
such vacancy shall be filled by the Governor, which appoint-
ment shall continue until the close of the next session of the
Legislature thereof.

Sec. 17. When any office shall, from any cause, become
vacant, and no mode is provided by the constitution and laws
for filling such vacancy, the Governor shall have power to
fill such vacancy by granting a commission, which shall ex-
pire at the end of the next session of the Legislature, or at
the next election by the people.

Sec. 18. The offices of Governor, National Secretary, Trea-
surer, Auditor of Public Accounts, and Attorney General,
shall be kept at the seat of Government; and the Governor,
National Secretary, Treasurer, Auditor of Public Accounts,
and Attorney General, shall attend at the seat of Govern-
ment, quarterly, and during each session of the Legislature,
to attend to the duties of their respective offices.

ARTICLE 6.

JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT.

Sec. 1. The Judicial powers of this Nation shall be vest-
ed in one Supreme Court, in District Courts, and in such
County Courts as the Legislature may, from time to time,
ordain and establish, and as may be deemed necessary and
be directed by law.

Sec. 2. The Supreme Court shall consist of a Chief Jus-
tice and two Associates, any two of whom shall form a quo-
rum.

Sec. 8. The Supreme Court shall have appellate jurisdic-
tion only, which shall be co-extensive with the limits of the
Nation, under such restrictions and regulations, not repug-
nant to this constitution, as may, from time to time, be pre-
scribed by law : Provided, nothing in this article shall be so
construed as to prevent the Legislature from giving the Su-
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preme Court original jurisdiction in capital cases, where the
Judge of the District Court may be interested or preju-
diced.

Skc. 4. The Supreme Court shall have power to issue such
writs as shall be necessary to enforce its own jurisdiction;
and also compel a Judge of the District Court to proceed to
trial and judgment in a cause; and shall hold its session
twice in each and every year at the seat of Government, com-
mencing on the first Mondays of the months of April and
October.

Sec. 5. The Supreme Court shall appoint its own clerk,
who shall hold his office for four years, and be subject to re-
moval by the said court for neglect of duty, misdemeanor in
office, and such other causes as may be prescribed by law.

Skc. 6. The Legislature shall, by joint vote of both Houses,
elect the Judges of the Supreme and Circuit Courts, a ma-
jority of the whole number in joint vote being necessary to a
choice. The Judges of the Supreme Court and Circuit
Court shall be at least thirty years of age. They shall hold
their offices during the term of four years from the date of
their commission.

Sec. 7. The Circuit Courts shall have original jurisdic-
tion over all criminal cases which shall not be otherwise pro-
vided for by law, and exclusive original jurisdiction of all
crimes amounting {to felony, and original jurisdiction of all
civil cases which shall not be cognizable before County
Judges, until otherwise directed by the Legislature; and
original jurisdiction in all matters of controversy where the
sum or amount in dispute is over fifty dollars. It shall hold
its term in such place in each county as may be by law
directed.

Sec. 8. Each county of this Nation shall constitute one
judicial district until otherwise provided for by law.

Sec. 9. The Circuit Courts shall have power to issue all
writs necessary to enforce their own jurisdiction, and have a
superintending control and jurisdiction over County Courts,
and of all cases of divorce, and of all suits, complaints and
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pleas whatever, without regard to any distinction between
law and equity.

Sec. 10. There shall be a clerk of the District Courts for
each county, who shall have their appointment from the Dis-
trict Judge, and shall hold his office for two years.

Sec. 11, The Judges of the Supreme Court and District
Courts shall receive such compensation for their services as
may be provided for by law; and such salaries shall not be
increased or diminished during their continuance in office.

Sec. 12. There shall be established in each county in this
Nation a Court, to be called the County Court, which shall
have jurisdiction in all matters in controversy in any sum
not exceeding the value of fifty dollars.

SEec. 13. There shall be elected, by the qualified electors
of the respective counties, a Judge of the County Court, to
be commissioned by the Governor, and hold his office for the
term of two years, and until his successor is elected and
qualified. He shall, in addition to the duties that may be
required of him by law, as a presiding Judge of the County
Court, be a Judge of Probate Court, and have such jurisdic-
tion in matters relative to the estate of deceased persons; to
appoint guardians, granting letters testamentary and of ad-
ministration ; to settle the accounts of executors and adminis-
trators, and guardians; and the District Court shall have
original and appellate jurisdiction, and general control over
the said County Court, under such regulations as may be
prescribed by law.

Skc. 14. In the trial of all causes in equity in the District
Court, the plaintiff or defendant shall, upon application made
in open court, have the right of trial by jury, to be governed
by the rules and regulations prescribed in trials at law.

Sgc. 15. No Judge shall sitin any case wherein he may be
interested, or where either of the parties may be connected
with him by affinity or consanguity within such degrees as
may be prescribed by law, or where he shall have been of
counsel in the cause. 'When the Supreme Court, or any two
of its members, shall be thus disqualified to hear and deter-
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mine any cause or causes in said court, by reason of the
equal division of opinion of said Judges, the same shall be
certified to the Governor of the Nation, who shall immediately
commission the requisite number of persons, learned in the
law, for the trial and determination of said case or cases.
When the Judges of the District Court are thus disqualified,
the parties in controversy may, by consent, appoint a proper
person to try the case ; but in case of disagreement to appoint
a proper person by the parties, the same shall be certified to
the Governor, to be proceeded with as in the case of Supreme
Judges. The disqualifications of Judges of County Courts
shall be remedied as may hereafter be by law prescribed.

SEc. 16. There shall be one District Attorney elected, by
the qualified electors of this Nation, who shall hold his office
for two years, and his duties, salary and perquisites shall be
prescribed by law. He shall also act as Attorney General
for the Nation.

Sec. 17. There shall be elected, by the qualified electors
of each county, one sheriff, and a sufficient number of con-
stables, who shall hold their offices for two years; and the
duties, salaries and perquisites shall be prescribed by law.
The sheriff shall not be eligible more than four years in
every six.

Sec. 18. All Judges of the several courts of this Nation
shall, by virtue of their offices, be conservators of the peace
throughout the Nation. The style of all writs and process,
shall be, ¢ The Chickasaw Nation.”” All prosecutions shall
be carried on “in the name, and by the authority of the
Chickasaw Nation,” and conclude ¢ against the peace and
dignity of the Nation.”

GENERAL PROVISIONS.

SectioN 1. Members of the Legislature, and all officers,

shall take the following oath, or affirmation, before they en-
)

-d



18 CONSTITUTION OF THE

ter upon the duties of their offices: “I (A. B.) do solemnly
swear, (or affirm,) that I will faithfully and impartially dis-
charge and perform all the duties incumbent on me, as )
according to the best of my skill and ability, agreeably to the
constitution and laws of the Chickasaw Nation, so help me
God.”

SEc. 2. Treason against this Nation shall consist only in
levying war against it, or in adhering to its enemies, giving
them aid and comfort. And no person shall be convicted of
treason unless on the testimony of two witnesses to the same
overt act, or his own confession in open court. And any per-
son guilty of treason shall suffer death.

Sgc. 3. All property, both real and personal, of the wife,
owned and claimed by ber before marriage, and that acquired
afterwards, by gift, devise, or descent, shall be her separate
property. And laws shall be passed more clearly defining
the rights of the wife, in relation as well to her separate
property, as that held in common with her husband. Laws
shall also be passed providing for the registration of the
wife’s separate property.

Sec. 4. Divorces from the bonds of matrimony shall not
be granted but in cases provided for by law, by suit in the
District Circuit Court of this Nation.

Sec. 5. The Chickasaw captains, holding office under the
Financial Constitution of the Chickasaws, shall continue to
hold their offices, as superintendents of the payment of the
Chickasaw annuity, until the fourth Monday in August,
1857.

Sec. 6. The Legislature, at its first session, shall determine
the number of Annuity Captains, as well as to prescribe the
mode and manner they shall be chosen, to superintend the
payments of Chickasaw annuities.

Sec. 7. Every person shall be disqualified from holding
any office or place of honor or profit, under the authority of
this Nation, who shall be convicted of having given or offered
any bribe to procure his election or appointment. Laws shall
be made to exclude from office and from suffrage, and pro-
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vide for the mode and manner of punishing those who may
hereafter be convicted of bribery, perjury, or other high
crimes and misdemeanors. B

Sec. 8. All persons, other than Chickasaws by birth, who
have been adopted as members of the Chickasaw tribe, either
by common consent, in council, at any time previous to the
adoption of this constitution, or who drew land and the
Chickasaw annuities under the treaties of 1832 and 1834,
between the United States and the Chickasaw Nation, are
hereby declared to be Chickasaws by adoption, and shall be
entitled to all the rights, privileges and immunities of this
Nation ; Provided, they are citizens of either the Choctaw or
Chickasaw Nation at the time of the adoption of this con-
stitution, and have been recognized as such under the Finan-
cial Council of the Chickasaws.

SEc. 9. Any person, other than a Chickasaw, having le-
gally intermarried with a Chickasaw woman, shall partici-
pate in the Chickasaw annuities, but shall not be eligible to
any office of trust or profit in this Nation. In like manner,
a wife, other than a Chickasaw woman, having legally mar-
ried a Chickasaw husband, shall participate in the annuities
of the Chickasaw tribe ; Provided, they are residents of this
Nation. This rule shall cease in cases where a husband or
a wife, other than Chickasaws, die, or be separated from the
bonds of matrimony. But such death or separation shall not
affect the rights of the children (born during such inter-
marriage) to participate in all the rights, privileges, and im-

munities of the Chickasaws. ——

Sec. 10. No retrospective payments shall be made, out of
the Chickasaw moneys, to any person herein adopted, or which
may hereafter be adopted, under this constitution.

Sec. 11. The Legislature shall have the power, by law, to
admit, or adopt any person to citizenship in this Nation, ex-
cept a negro, or descendant of a negro: Provided, however,
that such an admission, or adoption, shall not give a right,
further than to settle and remain in the Nation, and to be
subject to its laws.

S/
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Sec. 12. Whenever two-thirds of both branches of the
Legislature deem it necessary, they may propose amend-
ments to this constitution; and if two-thirds of both
branches of the succeeding Legislature approve such amend-
ments, they shall be engrafted to, and form a part of this
constitution.

Skc. 138. The Legislature shall provide for the electlon of
all officers necessary to carry into effect the general and spe-
cific powers of the several courts of this Nation not other-
wise provided for in this constitution.

nized by the laws of the Choctaw Nation, or by mutual con-

{" Skc. 14. All marriages which may have been either solem-

/

sent of parties which lived together as man and wife at least
six months previous to the adoption of this constitution, are
hereby declared to be legalized, to all intents and purposes.

¥
!

The Legislature shall, by law, prescribe the mode and manner '

by which such marriages may be proven and recorded.

™ Sgc.15. The provisions of this constitution concerning

the term of residence necessary to enable persons to hold
certain offices therein mentioned, shall not be held to apply
to officers chosen at the first election by the people, or by the
Legislature at its first session; but all Chickasaws by birth
or adoption shall be eligible to any office at the first election
by the people, or the Legislature at its first session, who have
been actual settlers of the Chickasaw Nation one day next
preceding their election.

Sec. 16. All general elections by the people, for officers
under this constitution, shall be holden on the second
Wednesday in the month of September, in each year. Im-
mediately after the adjournment of this Convention, the
Chief of the Chickasaw Financial Council shall appoint a
sufficient number of judges and clerks in the several counties
of this Nation, to cause polls to be opened in their respective
places of holding County Courts, as established under the
Choctaw law, on the second Wednesday in September next,
(A. D. 1856,) for the purpose of voting for a Governor, Di-
strict Attorney, electing Senators, Representatives, County
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Judges, Sheriffs and Constables. The certificates of election
of Senators, Representatives, County Judges, Sheriffs, and
Constables, shall be given by the judges of the election in
their respective counties. And the returns for Governor and
District Attorney shall be sealed up and transmitted to the
Secretary of the Financial Council, to be delivered to the
Speaker of the House of Representatives on the first day of
its organization, who shall open the same and count the
votes in the presence of both Houses of the Legislature.

Sec. 17. That no inconvenience may arise from the polit-
ical separation between the Choctaws and Chickasaws, it is
hereby declared, that all the rights, privileges and immuni-
ties of citizens secured under article 5th of the treaty of
June 22d, 1855, to all Choctaws who are now or hereafter may
become residents within the limits of the Chickasaw Nation,
are fully recognized and protected. And all the rights of
property acquired by virtue of the constitution and laws of
the Choctaw Nation shall remain precisely in the same situa-
tion they were before the adoption of this constitution.

Skc. 18. Full faith and credit shall be given to all the acts
of the Chickasaw Financial Council so far as they are not
repugnant to this constitution.

Sec. 19. The oath of office may be administered by any
judge of this Nation.

Sec. 20. All rights and powers not herein granted or ex-
pressed are reserved unto the people ; and any law that may
be passed contrary to the provisions of this constitution shall
be null and void.

PUBLIC EDUCATION.

A general diffusion of knowledge being essential to the
preservation of the rights and liberties of the people, it shall
be the duty of the Legislature of this Nation to make suita-
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ble provision for the support and maintenance of Public
Schools.

A Superintendent of Public Instruction shall be elected by
joint vote of both Houses of the Legislature, who shall keep
his office at the seat of government, and shall hold his office
for the term of four years from the date of his election,
whose duties shall be prescribed by law, and shall receive
such compensation as the Legislature may direct.

The Legislature shall encourage by all suitable means the
promotion of intellectual, scientific, moral and agricultural
improvement ; and such other means as shall be inviolably
appropriated to the support of general education throughout
this Nation.

All contracts which may have been made and entered into
between the Board of Trustees of Public Schools and that of
the Teachers shall be binding; subject, however, to the ap-
proval or disapproval of the succeeding Legislature.

SLAVES.

&

Sec. 1. The Legislature of this Nation shall have no
power to pass laws for the emancipation of slaves without
the consent of their owners, nor without paying their owners
previous to such emancipation a full equivalent in money for
the slave so emancipated. They shall have the right to pass
laws to prevent the owners of slaves to emancipate them,
saving the rights of creditors. They shall have full power
to pass laws which will oblige the owners of slaves to treat
them with humanity—to provide for their necessary food
and clothing—to abstain from all injuries to them, extending
to life or limb : Provided, also, that laws be passed to prohibit
the introduction into this Nation of slaves who have commit-
ted high crimes in violation of the laws of other countries.
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Done in Convention, at Tishomingo City, C. N., this, the
thirtieth day of August, A. D. 1856.
JACKSON KEMP, Pres. of the Convention.
Artestr ;. GEO. D. JAMES, Sec. of the Convention.
A. V. BROWN, Secretary.
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An Act defining the duties of National Secretary.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the Chickasaw Nation,
that a National Secretary shall be appointed by the Governor,
by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, and shall
continue in office during the term of service of the Governor
elect.

Be it further enacted, that he shall keep a fair register of
all the official acts of the Governor; and, when required,
shall lay the same, and all minutes and other papers in
relation thereto, before the Legislature, or either branch
thereof.

Be it further enacted, that he shall keep his office at the
seat of government, or other place where the session of the
Legislature may be held. He shall, in a separate book,
suitable for the purpose, keep a complete register of all the
officers appointed and elected in the Nation, and commission
the same when not otherwise provided for by law.

Be it further enacted, that he shall be at every session of
the Legislature, for the purpose of receiving bills which have
become law ; and, immediately after the close thereof, shall
cause all such bills and all joint resolutions of the Legisla-
ture to be bound in a volume, to be kept in the office, and
the date of the session to be written or stamped thereon.

Be it further enacted, that he shall copy all laws passed at
each session of the Legislature, and send to each clerk of
the District Courts established in each county of this Nation,
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with instructions to safely keep the same for the use of the
county ; also furnish a copy of the laws to the clerk of the
Supreme Court, and one to the District Attorney.

Be it further enacted, that, in the absence of the National
Secretary, the Governor shall appoint a competent person to
perform all the duties required by this act, until the return
of the regular Secretary to his office. The person so ap-
pointed shall give bond and security as the regular Secretary.

Be it further enacted, that it shall be the duty of the
National Secretary to furnish any person who may apply for
the same, with a copy of any paper, documents or records
in his office, and also to give certificates, duly authenticated,
certifying to any fact or facts contained in the papers, docu-
ments, or records of his office ; provided, the person so apply-
ing shall pay a fee of ten cents for every hundred words ; and
such fees so paid shall be retained by the Secretary as com-
pensation for such service. Butin no case shall the Secre-
tary claim, or charge his fee, when the Nation is interested,
or demands an official copy or information of all the papers
or records in his office.

Be it further enacted, that when the National Secretary
be duly appointed, he shall, within twenty days after receiving
notice of his appointment, and before entering upon the
duties of his office, give a bond, payable to the Governor of
the Chickasaw Nation, or his successor in office, with at least
two good and sufficient securities, to be approved by the
Governor, in the sum of one thousand dollars, conditioned
for the faithful performance of the duties of his office, and
shall take and subscribe the oath prescribed in the con-
stitution ; which, together with the bond, shall be deposited
in the office of the Attorney General, and such bond shall
not be void on the first recovery, but may be sued on the
same until the whole amount of damages or misdemeanor
in office shall be finally disposed of.

Be it further enacted, that the salary of the National
Secretary shall be four hundred dollars per annum ; to be
paid out of the National Treasury.
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Be it further enacted, that all acts heretofore passed in
conflict with this act, be and the same are hereby repealed ;
and that this act take effect from and after its passage.

Approved, October 29, 1857.
C. HARRIS, Governor.

An Act defining the duties of District Atlorney.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the Chickasaw Nation,
that the District Attorney, before entering upon the duties
of his office, shall give a bond, payable to the Governor and
his successor in office, for the use of the Nation, in
the sum of one thousand dollars, to be approved by the
Circuit Judge, with not less than two securities—con-
ditioned that he will faithfully pay over, in the manner
prescribed in this act, all money which he may collect for
the use of the Nation, and shall take and subscribe the oath
prescribed by the constitution; which, together with the
bond, shall be deposited in the office of the National Secretary ;
which bond shall not be void on the first recovery, but may
be sued on from time to time.

Be it further enacted, that it shall be the duty of the
District Attorney to attend at all terms of the Circuit Courts,
and conduct all prosecutions for crimes and offences cogni-
zable in such courts; to prosecute and defend all other
actions in which the Nation may be interested, and to per-
form such other duties as may be prescribed by the constitu-
tion and laws of the Nation.

Be it further enacted, that when the District Attorney
shall fail to attend any of the terms of the courts above
specified, his salary shall be liable to such deduction as may
be prescribed by law.

Be it further enacted, that the District Attorney shall
report to the National Secretary, quarterly, at the close of
the courts of the district, in such form as he may prescribe,
the number of indictments which have been found by the
grand juries in the district for the preceding quarter, specify-
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ing the offences charged therein, the number of arraignments,
convictions and acquittals for each offence, the number of
indictments which have been disposed of without the inter-
vention of a petit jury, with cause and manner of such dis-
position ; and also a summary of the judgments rendered on
such convictions, specifying the offences, the nature and
amount of the penalty imposed, and the amount of fines and
penalties collected.

Be it further enacted, that the District Attorney shall
give such directions to the Circuit Clerks and Sheriffs, in the
several counties, as he may deem necessary to insure the
collection of all money for which judgment may have been
rendered in favor of the Nation.

Be it further enacted, that it shall be the duty of the
District Attorney, whenever he collects any money for the
use of the Nation, to deliver to the officer, or person paying
the same, duplicate receipts therefor.

Be it further enacted, that the District Attorney shall, on
or before the first of October, and on or before the first of
April, in each year, file in the office of the Auditor of Public
Accounts, an account, in writing, verified by his affidavit, of
all money received by him, by virtue of his office, during the
preceding six months, and payable by law into the National
Treasury, and shall, at the same time, pay such money into
the Treasury.

Be it further enacted, that the District Attorney shall also
file a like account, verified in like manner, in the office of
the Treasurer of the Nation, of all money received by him
by virtue of his office during the preceding six months, and
payable by law into the treasury of the Nation.

Be it further enacted, that the District Attorney shall not
act as attorney or counsel for any party an action wherein
such party is charged with a crime, misdemeanor, or breach
of the penal statute, nor where the interest of such party is
adverse to that of the Nation.

Be it further enacted, that no admission made by the
District Attorney in any suit or action in which the Nation
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is a party, shall operate to prejudice the interests of the
Nation.

Be it further enacted, that the District Attorney shall keep
in proper books, to be procured for that purpose, at the
expense of the Nation, a register of all his official acts and
reports, and of all actions and demands presented or defended
by him, ofall proceedings had in relation thereto, and shall
deliver the same over to his successor in office.

Be it further enacted, that all laws and parts of laws con-
trary to or in conflict with this act are hereby repealed, and
that this act take effect from and after its passage.

Be it further enacted, that the District Attorney of this
Nation shall receive an annual salary of three hundred
dollars, to be paid out of the National Treasury.

Be it further enacted, that it shall be the duty of the Dis-
trict Attorney to give to the foreman of a grand jury any
advice or assistance he may require in his duties.

Be it further enacted, that if the District Attorney fails to
attend any of the terms of the court, the Judge may
appoint a person for the time being, who shall act as District
Attorney for that term, and for such services he shall receive
twenty-five dollars, to be paid out of the National Treasury ;
provided, such District Attorney shall give bond and secu-
rity, to be approved by the court, under such penal sum as
the court may determine ; and such bonds shall be liable to
an action in law, as prescribed for the regular attorney.

Be it further enacted, that if the District Attorney fails
to attend any of the terms of the court, he shall forfeit
twenty-five dollars out of his annual salary to the Nation;
but if he can show any good and lawful excuse, to the satis-
faction of the Judge, for not attending, he shall not forfeit
any of his salary.

Approved, October 20, 1857.

C. HARRIS, Governor.
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An Act defining the duties of the National Treasurer, &c.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the Chickasaw Nation,
That the first and every subsequent Treasurer of the Chicka-
saw Nation shall, within fifteen days after he shall have re-
ceived notice of his election, and before he enters upon the
duties of his office, give a bond payable to the Governor of
the Chickasaw Nation and his successor in office, for the use
of the Nation, in the sum of fifteen thousand dollars, with
not less than five good securities to be approved of by the
Governor of the Chickasaw Nation, conditioned that he will
faithfully execute the duties of his office, and shall take and
subscribe the oath prescribed in the constitution, which, to-
gether with the bond, shall be deposited in the office of the
National Secretary ; which bond shall be deemed to extend
to the faithful performance of the duties of his trust, and
until his successor shall be duly qualified, and shall have
entered upon the duties of his office.

Be it further enacted, that the Treasurer shall receive
all moneys which shall from time to time be paid into the
Treasury of the Nation, receipting for the same upon dupli-
cate and triplicate receipts, which duplicate shall be deposi-
ted with the Auditor, and the triplicate given to the per-
son depositing such moneys.

Be it further enacted, that the Treasurer shall counter-
sign and pay all warrants drawn by the Auditor of Pub-
lic Accounts on the Treasury which are authorized by law ;
and no moneys shall be paid out of the Treasury except on
the warrant of the Auditor.

Be it further enacted, he shall keep a true account of
the receipts and expenditures of the public moneys of the
Treasury, and close his accounts annually, on the 80th day
of September, with the proper and legal vouchers for the
same.

Be it further enacted, he shall provide, at the expense
of the Nation, all necessary books for the proper keeping
of the accounts of the Treasury ; and he shall open there-
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in an account in the name of the Chickasaw Nation, in
which he shall enter the accounts of all moneys, securities
and other property in the Treasury, and which may at any
time be received by him, and shall state distinctly the sev-
eral sources from which the revenue is derived, and the
amount received from each.

Be it further enacted, he shall also open an account in
the Treasury for all appropriations made by law, so that
the appropriations and applications in pursuance thereof
may distinctly appear.

Be it further enacted, the Treasurer shall exhibit to the
Governor, on the first Monday in October in each year, an
exact statement of the condition and situation of the Treas-
ury, and of the balance remaining therein to the credit of
the Nation, with the summary of the receipts and the pay-
ment, of the Treasury during the preceding year; and shall
exhibit all books, papers and vouchers, and all other matters
pertaining to his office, for the examination of the Legisla-
ture, or either branch thereof, or any committee which may
be by them appointed, whenever required by them so to do.

Be it further enacted, the Treasurer shall, at the close
of his term of office, deliver into the possession of his suc-
cessor, the moneys, securities, and all other property of the
Nation, together with the books, vouchers, papers and evi-
dences of property in his possession, and all other matters
and things which pertain to the office of National Treasurer.

Approved, October 25, 1856.

C. HARRIS, Governor.

An Act defining the duties of Auditor of Public Accounts.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the Chickasaw Nation,
That the first Auditor of the Chickasaw Nation, and every
subsequent Auditor, shall, within fifteen days after he shall
have received notice of his election, and before he enters
upon the duties of his office, give a bond payable to the Gov-
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ernor of the Chickasaw Nation and his successors in office
for the use of the Nation, in the sum of fifteen thousand dol-
lars, with not less than five good securities, to be approved
by the Governor of the Chickasaw Nation, conditioned that
he will faithfully exccute the: duties of his office, and shall
take and subscribe to the oath prescribed in the constitution,
which, together with the bond, shall be deposited in the office
of the National Secretary—which bond shall be deemed to
extend to the faithful performance of the duties of his trust
until his successor shall be duly qualified and shall have en-
tered upon the duties of his office.

Be it further enacted, that it shall be the duty of the Au-
ditor of Public Accounts to superintend the fiscal concerns
of the Nation, and manage the same in the manner required
by law.

Be it further enacted, he shall exhibit to the Governor,
on the first Monday in October of each year, an exact and
complete statement of the funds of the Nation ; of its reve-
nues and of the public expenditures during the preceding
year, with an estimate of the expenditures to be defrayed
from the Treasury for the ensuing year; specifying therein
each object of expenditure,and distinguishing between such
as are provided for by special or general appropriations and
such as arc to be provided for by law, and showing the
means from which such expenditures are to be defrayed.

Be it further enacted, he shall keep all accounts in which
the Nation is interested, and suggest plans for the improve-
ment and management of the public revenue.

Be it further enacted, he shall draw warrants on the Treas-
urer for the payment of all moneys directed by law to be paid
out of the Treasury; and no warrant shall be drawn unless
authorized by law, and every warrant shall refer to the law
under which it is drawn ; and no warrant shall be issued in
favor of any person, or the agent or assignee of any person,
indebted to the Nation, unless such debt be paid.

Be it further enacted, he shall preserve the books, records,



CHICKASAW NATION. 338

papers, and other things, belonging to his office, and deliver
the same without injury or damage to his successor.

Be it further enacted, he shall number each and every
warrant he may draw upon the Treasurer of the Nation.
The numbers shall begin with one, at the commencement of
each fiscal year, and proceed, progressing to the end thereof.
They shall specify on what particular account they are
drawn.

Be it further enacted, he shall furnish the Treasurer of
the Nation, at the end of every quarter, with a report speci-
fying the warrants that have been drawn during each quar-
ter ; their number, their several amounts, and the names of
the persons to whom payable.

Be it further enacted, the accounts of the Auditor shall
be annually closed on the last day of September; and he
shall exhibit all books, papers, vouchers, and all other mat-
ters pertaining to his office, for the examination of either
branch of the Legislature, or any committee which may be
by them appointed, whenever required by them so to do.

Be it further enacted, that the Auditor shall examine the
disbursements of the Treasurer at the end of each quarter,
and shall, together with the Treasurer, cancel the warrants
which have been paid in such manner as to prevent their
future circulation; and shall examine if the receipts acknow-
ledged by the Treasurer during the quarter corresponded
with the deposits, and if the balance of money reported to
be in his possession is actually in his hands.

Be it further enacted, that the salary of the Auditor of
Public Accounts shall be three hundred dollars a year.

Approved, October 31, 1856.

C. HARRIS, Governor.

Se—

An Act defining the duties of Sheriff.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the Chickasaw Nation,
There shall be elected by the qualified electors in each coun-
3
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ty in this Nation, one Sheriff, who shall hold his office for
two years, and until his successor shall be elected and quali-
fied.

Be it further enacted, that every person who may be elec-
ted to the office of Sheriff, shall, before entering upon the
duties of his office, give bond, with two or more good and
sufficient securities, to be approved by the County Judge of
his county, in a sum not less than five hundred nor more
than one thousand dollars, payable to the Governor and his
successor in office, conditioned that he will account for and
pay over to the persons authorized to receive the same, all
fines, forfeitures and penalties that he may collect for the use
of the Nation ; and that he will well and truly execute and
make due returns of all process to him lawfully directed,
and deliver over all sums of money or property, collected by
him by virtue of such process, to the persons entitled to the
same, or their lawful attorney ; and that he will faithfully
perform all such duties as may be required of him by law.
And shall also take and subscribe the oath of office prescri-
bed in the constitution, which shall be endorsed on his bond,
together with the certificate of the officer administering the
same ; which bond and oath shall be recorded in the office of
the Clerk of the County Court, and then be deposited in the
office of the National Secretary. Said bond shall not be void
on the first recovery, but may be sued on from time to time,
in the name of any person injured, until the whole amount
thereof is recovered.

Be it further enacted, that whenever any person eclected
Sheriff shall neglect or refuse to give bond and take the oath
of office, as required by this act, within twenty days after no-
tice of his election, the office shall be deemed vacant, and
the County Judge shall certify the fact to the Governor, who
shall make an appointment to fill such vacancy, and after he
shall qualify, as directed in this act, he shall discharge the
duties of Sheriff for the unexpired term of his predecessor.

Be it further enacted, that each Sheriff shall be a con-
servator of the peace in his county, and shall arrest all offend-
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ers against the laws of the Nation, in his view or hearing,
and take them before the proper court for examination or
trial. He shall quell all assaults and batteries, affrays and
unlawful assemblies ; he shall apprehend and commit to jail
all felons, and other offenders, until an examination or trial
can be had.

Be it further enacted, that each sheriff shall execute all
writs and process directed to him by legal authoritys, and
make return thereof to the proper court on or before the day
to which the same is returnable. And any sheriff who shall
fail so to do, or who shall make a false return on any writ or
process, shall for every such offence be fined in any sum not
exceeding fifty dollars, at the discretion of the court having
jurisdiction, which fine shall go to the National Treasury;
and such sheriff shall also be liable to the party injured for
all damages he may sustain.

Be it further enacted, that when a sheriff shall meet with
resistance in the execution of any legal process he shall call
to his aid the power of the county. And any person who
shall neglect or refuse to aid and assist any sheriff in the ex-
ecution of any legal process when summoned so to do, shall
be fined in a sum not exceeding ten dollars, to be recovered
by proof of such neglect or refusal before the court from
which such process issued, three days’ notice of such motion
being given to the accused party ; and the fine so collected,
one half thereof shall go to the sheriff and the other half
shall go into the national treasury for public purposes.

Be it further enacted, that each sheriff shall attend upon
all the District and Probate Courts for his county, and in the
county where the Supreme Court shall hold its session the
sheriff of such county shall attend upon the Supreme Court.

Be it further enacted, that every sheriff who shall be guilty
of any wilful neglect of duty, corruption, or partiality, or other
misdemeanors in office,may be prosecuted before the District
Court of his county, and on conviction shall be removed from
office.

Approved, November 7, 1856.
C. HARRIS, Governor.
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An Act defining the duties of School Superiniendent.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the Chickasaw Nation,
That the School Superintendent of the Chickasaw Nation shall
be inspector of schools. He shall visit each school or acad-
emy in this Nation quarterly, and carefully note the condi-
tion and prospects of each and report the same to the Legis-
lature annually—to recommend any system, change or addi-
tion in the educational department he may think advisable.
He shall give tickets of admission to persons applying for the
same according to the existing contract of each school within
the Nation ; reserving to himself the right of judging the
capacity of each applicant for receiving an education and of
the moral character also, and may reject for a deficiency
therein. That the School Superintendent reserve the right of
investigating and reporting to the Legislature relative to the
conduct of any teacher or superintendent of any school
against whom any serious charges may be made. That the
School Superintendent also reserve the right of acting with
the superintendents of the schools or academies in cases where
it is necessary to expel pupils from any of the public schools
in this Nation,

Be it further enacted, that it shall be the duty of the
School Superintendent to examine all applicants as neighbor-
hood school teachers; to judge of their qualifications and
receive certificates of their moral characters, and to appoint
trustees for said neighborhood schools; and in all cases to
guard well the interests and welfare of our public schools.

Be it further enacted, that at all times the sheriff or con-
stable of the county in which an institution may be located
shall be subject to the ordersof thesaid School Superintendent:
Provided, said order shall be for the good and benefit of said
school.

Be it further enacted, that said School Superintendent
shall keep his office at the seat of government, and shall
preserve and keep in order all books and papers belonging
to his office.
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Be it further enacted, that said School Superintendent shall
have the power to appoint a suitable person living near any
of the public schools to act as trustee. The duty of said
trustees shall be to attend to the local business and interest
of their respective schools, and shall receive for their services,
each, twenty-five dollars per annum.

Be it further enacted, that said School Superintendent shall
attend the examinations of all the schools in this Nation and
shall note the progress and course of study of each class in
the institution in a memorandum book kept for that pur-
pose.

Be it further enacted, that said School Superintendent shall
receive for his services the sum of three hundred dollars
per annum.

Approved, November 27, 1857.
C. HARRIS, Governor.

e ———

An Act defining the duties of the Clerk of the Supreme Court.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the Chickasaw Nation,
That there be appointed for the Supreme Court of this Nation
one clerk, who shall be a citizen of this Nation, and the ap-
pointment shall be made by the Supreme Judges and shall be
entered on record in the proceedings of the court. And the
person so appointed shall, before he enters upon the duties of
his office, take and subscribe the oath prescribed by the con-
stitution in open court, and shall enter into bond with two
good securities to be approved of by the court, payable to the
Governor of this Nation and his successors in office, in the
penalty of five hundred dollars, conditioned for the faithful
performance of the duties of his office and correctly record-
ing the judgments, decrees, decisions and orders of the said
court, and deliver over to his successor in office all records,
books and papers and whatever belongs to his said office of
clerk, which bond and oath shall immediately thereafter be
deposited in the office of the National Secretary, and shall not
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be void on the first recovery, but may be put in suit and pros-
ecuted by the party injured until the amount thereof is re-
covered, and shall be deemed to extend to the faithful dis-
charge of the duties of his office.

Be it further enacted, that the clerk of the Supreme Court
shall hold his office for the term of four years from his ap-
pointment, but may be removed therefrom, for neglect of
duty or misdemeanor in office, by the Supreme Court ; on mo-
tion of which, the clerk against whom the complaint is made
shall have ten days’ previous notice, specifying the particular
charges of negligence or misdemcanor in office preferred.
And in every such case the court shall determine both the
law and the facts, and whenever the necessity occurs, the Su-
preme Court may appoint a clerk pro tem.

Be it further enacted, that if any clerk of the Supreme
Court shall knowingly make any false entry or change any
record in his keeping belonging to his office, every such clerk
so offending shall be liable to prosecution in the Circuit
Court, and shall on conviction thereof be fined in any sum
not exceeding one thousand dollars, at the discretion of the
court.

Be it further enacted, that the clerk of the Supreme Court
shall file and carefully preserve the transcripts of all records
certified to said court and all papers relative thereto, and
shall docket all causes brought to the court, putting all those
from each county together upon the docket in the order in
which he shall receive them.

Be it further enacted, that the said clerk shall faithfully
record the proceedings and decisions of said court, and certify
their judgments to the courts from which the causes were
brought.

Be it further enacted that the clerk of the Supreme Court
shall receive for his services two hundred and fifty dollars
per annum, to be paid out of the national treasury.

Approved October 15, 1857.

C. HARRIS, Governor.
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An Act defining the duties of District Judge.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the Chickasaw Nation,
That there shall be elected, by the joint vote of both Houses
of the Legislature, one Judge, to be called the Circuit Judge,
whose jurisdiction shall be co-extensive with the Chickasaw
Nation, and shall hold court in each county of the Nation
quarterly, at the court ground or such other place as may be
designated by law, at such times and in such manner as may
be prescribed.

Be it further enacted, that the District Judge shall organize
and commence holding his court, on the first Monday in De-
cember next, at the court ground in Panola county ; second
Monday,in Pickens county ; third Monday,in Tishomingo
county ; fourth Monday, in Pontotoc county,in the aforesaid
month, at their respective places of holding elections, until
otherwise provided for.

Be it further enacted, that the months of December, March,
June and September shall be the months that the District
Judge shall commence his circuit, and the Judge shall com-
mence his circuit or open his court at the court ground in
Panola county on the first Monday, at nine o’clock, in each
of the above named months; and also open his courts in
the other counties of the Nation on the days of the aforesaid
months as above expressed.

Be it further enacted, that the District Judge shall hold
his office for the term of four years from the date of his com-
mission, unless he become disqualified or be removed from
office for some misdemeanor or other high crime.

Be it further enacted, that the Judge of the District Court
shall, by virtue of his office, be a conservator of the peace
throughout the Nation. And the District Courts shall have
original jurisdiction of all criminal cases,of all suits in behalf
of the Nation to recover penalties and forfeitures, and of all
suits against the Nation which are or may be allowed by law;
and shall have power to hear and determine all prosecutions
in the name of the Nation, by indictment, information, or
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presentment, for treason, murder or other felonious crimes
and misdemeanors committed within their respective juris-
dictions, except such as may be exclusively cognizable before
County Judges or other courts of the Nation; and in all
criminal cases have and exercise all the powers incident and
belonging to courts of general jurisdiction, and of all cases
of divorce, and of all suits, complaints and pleas whatever,
without regard to any distinction whatever between law and
equity when the matter in controversy shall be valued more
than fifty dollars ; and generally to do and perform all
other acts pertaining to courts of general jurisdiction.

Be it further enacted, that when the Judge of the District
or Circuit Court becomes disqualified from sitting upon and
determining any case or cases wherein he may be interested,
or where either of the parties may be connected with him by
affinity or consanguinity in the third degree, or where he
shall have been of counsel in the cause, the parties in contro-
versy may, by common consent, appoint a proper person to
try the case or cases; but in case of disagreement to appoint
a proper person by the parties, the same shall be certified to
the Governor by the clerk of the District Court of the county
where the said case may be pending: then the Governor
shall appoint a proper person learned in the law to try the
aforesaid case.

Be it further enacted, that the Judge of the District Court
shall receive for his services the sum of four hundred dollars
per annum, to be paid out of the National Treasury.

Be it further enacted, that the District Court shall have and
exercise appellate jurisdiction and general control over such
inferior tribunals as have been or may be established in each
county ; and also for appointing guardians, granting letters
testamentary and of administration for settling the accounts
of cxecutors, administrators and guardians, and for the tran-
saction of business appertaining to estates; and original juris-
diction in probate matters, only in cases where the Judge of
Probate is interested.

Be it further enacted, that the Judge of the District Court
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shall have authority, either in vacation or term time, to grant
on petition therefor, writs of injunction, sequestration, error,
and all other remedial writs known to the law, returnable
according to law: Provided, that no writ shall be granted
without good cause shown.

Be it further enacted, that the said court shall have power
to hear and determine all motions (three days’ notice being
given to the adverse party) against a sheriff, constable, or
other officer, for money received under execution or other
process, or order of court, which shall not have been paid to
the party entitled to the same on demand, or for other defal-
cations of duty; and give judgment and order executions ac-
cording to the laws in such cases made and provided for.

Be it further enacted, that the District Court shall have
power to impose a fine, not less than five nor exceeding fifty
dollars, and may, in their discretion, imprison any person
for contempt of court, not less than one nor exceeding ten
days.

Be it further enacted, that the District Judge, when appro-
priate relief is prayed for, may grant all such orders, writs
or process, necessary to obtain such relief; and may also so
frame the judgment of the court as to afford all the relief
which may be required by the nature of the case, and which
is granted by courts of law and equity.

Be it further enacted, that the Judge shall set apart a par-
ticular day, not earlier than the second day of each term, for
the trial of criminal cases.

Be it further enacted, that the District Court may order a
change of venue for the trial of any suit, civil or criminal,
under the rules and regulations prescribed by law.

Be it further enacted, that it shall be the duty of the Judge
of the Circuit Court to cause the judgments, sentences, and
decrees of the court, to be carried into execution agreeably
to law.

Be it further enacted, that when any mistake may occur
in the record of any Judge, the said Judge may, in open
court, amend such judgment or decree according to the truth
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and justice of the case; but in all cases the opposite party
shall have notice of the application for such amendment.
Approved, October 17, 1857.
C. HARRIS, Governor.

An Act defining the duties of Clerks of the Circuit Court.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the Chickasaw Nation,
That the District Judge shall appoint a clerk for each
county, who shall hold their offices for the term of two ycars,
and shall be subject to removal, for any disqualification or
misdemeanor in office, by the District Judge.

Be it further enacted, that the clerks of the District Court
shall give bond, with security to be approved of by the
County Court, payable to the Governor and his successors
in office, in the sum of five hundred dollars, for the safe keep-
ing of the records, and the faithful discharge of the duties of
their offices; and shall also take and subscribe the oath of
office required by the constitution, which shall be endorsed on
his bond, and the bond and affidavit so taken and approved
shall be filed and recorded in the office of the clerk of the
County Court, a certified copy of which bond may be put in
suit, in the name of the Governor, for the use of the party or
parties injured, and shall not become void on the recovery of
part of the penalty thereof, but shall be deemed to extend to
the faithful discharge of his or their duties in office, and may
be sued on from time to time by the party or parties injured
until the whole amount of the penalty is recovered.

Be it further enacted, that the clerks shall have the cus-
tody of all minutes, records, books, and papers, that may be
deposited, or that may hereafter be deposited in their respec-
tive offices; and it shall be their duty carefully to attend to
the arrangement and preservation of the same.

Be it further enacted, that it shall be the duty of the ¢lerks
of the Circuit Court to keep a fair record of all the acts done,
and proceedings had, in their respective courts; to enter all
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judgments of the court, under the direction of the Judge;
and also of executions issued, and returns thereon made, in
the record books furnished for that purpose.

Be it further enacted, that the clerks of the Circuit Court,
at the expiration of each term, shall make out a statement of
all fines imposed, penalties and forfeitures incurred, and judg-
ments rendered at such court in behalf of the Nation, and re-
port the same to the Judge and District Attorney.

Be it further enacted, that the clerk of the District Court
in each county shall also act and perform the various duties
of the clerk of the County and Probate Court which may be
required by law, until otherwise ordered and provided for;
and that he shall receive for his services the sum of two hun-
dred dollars per annum.

An Act to amend “An Act defining the duties of Curcuit
Clerks.” Approved October 17, 1857.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the Chickasaw Nation,
That instead of filing and recording the bond and affidavit of
the clerks of the District Court “in the office of the clerk
of the County Court,” as prescribed in “ An Act defining the
duties of Circuit Clerk,” shall be filed and recorded in the
office of the clerk of the Supreme Court.

Approved, October 17, 1857.

C. HARRIS, Governor.

An Act amendatory to “An Act defining the duties of Circuit
Clerks.”

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the Chickasaw Nation,
That, from and after the passage of this act, the clerk of the
District Court of each county shall act as clerk of the County
and Probate Court, and the bond and oath given as clerk of
the District Court shall be deemed to extend to the faithful
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performance of the duties incumbent upon him as clerk of
the County and Probate Court.

Be it further enacted, that the clerk of the District Court
in each county shall keep a book for the record of all wills,
deeds of gift, bills of sale and contracts, and also for the re-
cord of all important papers pertaining to probate matters.
They shall also keep a book for the record of all business re-
lating to or appertaining to County Courts.

Be it further enacted, that said clerks shall have custody
of all minutes, records, books and papers belonging or apper-
taining to the County and Probate Courts that have hereto-
fore existed in their respective counties, and it shall be their
dutyto attend to the arrangement and preservation of the same.

Be it further enacted, that for any wilful neglect of duty,
or misdemeanor in their respective duties, as clerks of the
County and Probate Court, they shall be expelled, as laid
down in “An Act defining the duties of District Clerks,” and
shall be prosecuted upon their bonds.

Be it further enacted, that it shall be the duty of the clerk
of the District Court to attend upon the county Judges on
the day of their regular courts, and to keep a record of all
the proceedings of said court; he shall also keep his record
books open for the inspection of any person who may wish to
see them, whenever called upon to do so, during their office
hours.

Be it further enacted, that it shall be their duty to record
all administrators, executors and guardians’ bonds, and also
all their respective reports; and he shall also have his books
and papers relating to probate matters ready for the inspec-
tion of the county Judge, whenever called upon to do so.

Approved, October 20, 1857.

C. HARRIS, Governor.

An Actin relation to Disputed Property and Bonds Forfeited.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the Chickasaw Nation,
That from and after the passage of this act, when disputes
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arise between citizens of this Nation respecting the rights of
property, and upon complaint being filed, in writing, before
the clerk of the court having jurisdiction of the same, the
clerk of the court having jurisdiction in the county in which
such difficulty may exist shall issue writs of attachment to
the sheriff or constable to seize and to hold all such property
in custody until the court can be held and the rights of
property tried; provided, however, when the defendant or
defendants can give a bond, with good and sufficient securi-
ties, in at least double the value of the property in dispute,
(in writing,) for the forthcoming of such property in dispute
at the ensuing court, in the presence of the sheriff or con-
stable, and one other witness, he, she or they may be per-
mitted to hold the property until the court shall decide the
case ; and when such bond is forfeited by the defendant, he,
she or they shall be compelled to pay the same.

The court having jurisdiction shall issue writs of attach-
ment for any property he, she, or they may have, or their
securities may have, and such property so attached shall be
sold to the highest bidder, to pay the amount the bond was
given for; provided, however, after judgment on a bond is
rendered, and an attachment issued, the officer serving the
attachment shall seize upon property belonging to the prin-
cipal and securities, sufficient in amount to satisfy said bond,
and proceed to sell the property of the principal first ; but in
case of a deficiency, shall then proceed to sell that of the
security, until the bond is satisfied ; and in all cases where
property is held in custody for trial, or attached and sold,
the party losing the suit shall pay the cost, as may be deter-
mined by law. '

Be it further enacted, that the plaintiff, his agent or
attorney, upon the issuing of any attachment, shall make
affidavit that the defendant is unlawfully detaining his or
her property, and he or she shall also swear that the attach-
ment is not sued out for the purpose of injuring the defen-
dant ; and shall also, at the time of the making of such affi-
davit, give bond, with two or more good and sufficient secu-
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rities, payable to the defendant, in atleast double the amount
of the value of the property sworn to be unlawfully detained,
conditioned that the plaintiff will prosecute his suit to effect,
and pay such damages as shall be adjudged against him for
wrongfnlly suing out said attachment.

Be it further enacted, that the bond aforesaid shall not be
void for want of form provided it contains all essential
matters, and may be put in suit and made collectable in the
courts in which the case was tried.

Be it further enacted, that every attachment without
affidavit and bond taken as aforesaid shall be abated on
motion of the defendant.

Be it further enacted, that no judgment shall be rendered
in suits by attachment unless the citation or summons has
been served in the ordinary mode, unless it appears that the
defendant is absent from the Nation, or purposely keeps out
of the way of such summons. '

Be it further enacted, that the following property be
exempt from execution from bonds—homestead to consist of
the following property, to wit: all the household and kitchen
furniture and farming utensils, two cows and calves, one
work horse, mule or yoke of oxen, all the books, two sheep,
five head of hogs, and a twelve months’ provision for himself
and family ; there shall in like manner be exempt, one set
of mechanical tools, such as is usually employed by and
necessary for one workman at any particular trade.

Approved, October 18, 1856.

C. HARRIS, Governor.

An Act authorizing the Governor to offer a Reward for
Murderers.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the Chickasaw Nation,
That ifany person charged with, or convicted for murder, or
other capital crimes, shall break prison, escape, or flee from
Jjustice, abscond or secrete himself, in such case it shall be
lawful for the Governor, if he shall judge it necessary, to
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offer any reward not exceeding five hundred dollars, for
apprehending and delivering such person or persons into the
custody of such jailor as he may direct.

Be it further enacted, that the person or persons so appre-
hending and delivering any such persons as aforesaid, and
produce the jailor’s receipt for the body of such person, duly
authenticated before any Judge of this Nation, thatsuch per-
son or persons are entitled to the reward ; the Auditor shall
issue his warrant on the Treasury of this Nation for the
amount thereof.

Approved, October 29, 1856.

C. HARRIS, Governor.

An Act to Castrate Horses, &c.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the Chickasaw Nation,
That from and after the passage of this act, if any stud horse,
jack, or jack mule is found with any person’s horses, and the
owner be known, he shall take him away ; and should he
refuse or neglect to do so in due time,or in case the owner
of such beast or beasts be unknown, he shall be taken to the
nearest person who understands castrating and have him
altered ; and should such horse, jack, or jack mule recover,
the owner shall pay to the taker up, and the person who cas-
trated him, one dollar each.

Be it further enacted, that should the owner refuse to pay
such fine, the amount may be collected by the sheriff or con-
stable, who shall have one additional dollar for his trouble;
but should the horse, jack, or jack mule die from castration,
the owner will not be required to pay anything.

Be it further enacted, if any person should castrate any
estrayed horse, jack, or jack mule, the taker up of such
estrays shall pay for the castration of the same, and receive
his money back, (out of the part that goesto the Treasury,)
when sold, as prescribed by law.

Approved, October 29, 1856.

C. HARRIS, Governor.
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An Act in relation to Wounding, Maiming, &c.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the Chickasaw Nation,
That every person who shall wilfully and maliciously cut,
maim, or otherwise injure, or disable the body of another,
shall, on conviction thereof, be fined in any sum not less than
one dollar, nor exceeding one thousand dollars, at the dis-
cretion of the court having jurisdiction of the same.

Be it further enacted, that the fine, when collected, shall
go to the person cut, maimed, or disabled.

Approved, October 31, 1856.

C. HARRIS, Governor.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the Chickasaw Nation,
That on conviction of any person for having wilfully and mali-
ciously cut, maimed, or otherwise injured or disabled the
body of another, the court, in addition to the power to fine,
shall have power to imprison the offender or offenders, where
they are not able to pay the fine, for a term of not less than
three months, nor exceeding two years.

Approved, November 8, 1856.

C. HARRIS, Governor.

An Act in regard to Burglary.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the Chickasaw Nation,
That every person who shall, in night or day, break open and
enter a dwelling-house, or any building attached thereto, or
any shop, store, mill-house, or any place of deposit, and shall
steal, take away therefrom, or injure any thing of value there-
in, or use the same without the consent of the owner, or un-
known to the owner, shall, upon proof shown to the court
having jurisdiction of the same, be compelled to return the
same, or pay to the owner, or injured person, double the
value thereof, in money or property ; but in case such person
shall not be able to pay for, or return the same, when con-
victed, shall be sentenced to receive not less than thirty-nine
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lashes on the bare back ; provided, however, that this act
shall not be so construed as to prohibit officers from the exer-
cise and performance of their duties.
Approved, November 8, 1856.
C. HARRIS, Governor.

An Act for the Election of Annuity Captains.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the Chickasaw Nation,
That there shall be four captains elected on the second Wed-
nesday in September next; that is, one in each county, at
the several places of holding elections-—who shall be elected
in the same manner as other officers, whose duty, when
elected, shall be to register all the inhabitants of his own
county who are entitled to annuity. The several captains
may register any Chickasaws that may be living out of the
Nation, who may wish to register under him ; it shall further
be their duty to attend the annuity, attend the pay table, and
see the annuity paid out, and receive and receipt for such of
their warriors as they may see proper; for which services they
shall be paid five cents for each warrior he may have in his
company, he furnishing his own clerk.

Be it further enacted, that Captain Illapomby is still con-
tinued a life captain, and shall receive the same pay as
other captains.

Approved, August 7, 1857.

C. HARRIS, Governor.

An act for raising the Salaries of Sheriffs and Constables.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the Chickasaw Nation,
That from and after the second Wednesday in September,
1857, each sheriffand constable shall receive from the Trea-
sury of the Chickasaws the sum of three hundred dollars
per annum.

4



50 LAWS OF THE

Be it further enacted, that every sheriff or constable who
shall be guilty of any wilful neglect of duty, corruption,
partiality, or any other malfeasance in office, may be prose-
cuted by indictment before the Circuit Court of his county,
and on conviction shall be removed from office and shall for-
feit so much of their salaries as the court having jurisdiction
of the same may think proper.

Be it further enacted, that whenever such sheriffs or con-
stables shall be removed from office for any of the above
enumerated offences, the Governor shall have power to fill
such vacancies by appointment.

Be it further enacted, that all laws or parts of laws con-
flicting with this act are hereby repealed.

Approved, August 10, 1857.
C. HARRIS, Governor.

An Act regulating the Auditor and Treasurer’s duties.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the Chickasaw Nation,
That the present Auditor of Public Accounts is hereby
authorized to issue warrants or drafts on the Treasurer of
the Chickasaw Nation, up to the third Monday in Septem-
ber next, for the pay of officers thereof, and the expenses
of the present session of the Legislature, where there may
be appropriations authorizing the same.

Be it further enacted, that the Treasurer is hereby author-
ized to pay all warrants or drafts that may be presented to
him, where appropriations are made for the payment of the
same.

Approved, August 10, 1857.

C. HARRIS, Governor.

An Act in relation to Estrays.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the Chickasaw Nation,
That from and after the passage of this act all stray property,
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the owner of which is not known, shall be taken up and
posted as follows: when any person or persons shall take up
any stray horse, jack, or mule, he or they shall be required
to take such stray or strays before the County Judge of the
county in which he may live; then it shall be the duty of
the Judge to authorize two or more persons to appraise the
same, and the description and value taken down in writing
by the appraisers, which description and value shall be furn-
ished the county clerk: then it shall be the duty of the
county clerk to advertise the same in three or more public
places in his county ; and if the owner of such property do
not appear within twelve months after which time, the prop-
erty shall be sold to the highest bidder by the sheriff or con-
stable of the county, by the clerk first giving fifteen days’ no-
tice of the same at the place at which the sale is to take
place; and one half the proceeds shall go to the taker up
upon his paying the county clerk one dollar and fifty cents,
and the other half shall go to the National Treasurer for puk-
lic purposes; but should the owner appear before the ex-
piration of the twelve months and prove his or her property
before any judge, he or she shall be entitled to the same by
paying one dollar and fifty cents, each, to the clerk and the
taker up.

Be it further enacted, that any person who may take up
stray cattle shall post them in the same manner that horses
are, and sold at the same place, and the proceeds be divided
in like manner, except, that should the owner appear before
the expiration of the twelve months and prove them before
any judge, he or they shall be entitled to the same by paying
fifty cents for each head to the clerk and to the taker up.

Be it further enacted, that sheep and hogs shall be posted
and dealt with the same as horses and cattle, with this ex-
ception, that if the owner anpear before the expiration of
the twelve months and prove them before any judge, he or
she shall be entitled to them by paying twenty-five cents per
head to the clerk and taker up.

Be it further enacted, that when a person having strays
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running in his range and fail to post them, the County Judge
shall direct the sheriff or constable to take charge of such
strays, and cause them to be posted and put in possession of
any other person within his county.

Be it further enacted, that all strays shall run three
months before taken up and posted.

Be it further enacted, that any person or persons having
taken up any stray or strays, who shall abuse or disfigure in
any way, shall be subject to a fine of not less than five nor
exceeding ten dollars when convicted by County Court
that the offender lives in. The County Judge shall cause
said fine to be collected, and when collected shall go to the
owner of said property disfigured or abused.

Be it further enacted, that when persons are convicted for
abusing or disfiguring any stray property, the owner or
owners of which are not known, said fine shall be put in the
treasury for public purposes; and the County Judge shall
order any sheriff or constable to take any property that the
said person or persons (so disfiguring or abusing strays) may
have and sell to the highest bidder, by first giving fifteen
days’ notice at one or more places in his county.

Approved, August 11, 1857.

C. HARRIS, Governor.

An Act relating to Ardent Spirits.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the Chickasaw Nation,
That all persons are hereby prohibited from introducing
spirituous liquors or ardent spirits into this Nation ; and any
person or persons so offending shall suffer the following pen-
alties, to wit : any person or persons for the introduction of
any spirituous liquors, for the first offence shall be compelled
to pay to the court having jurisdiction thereof the sum of ten
dollars, and for the second offence he shall pay to the court
having jurisdiction thereof the sum of forty dollars, and for
all succeeding offences, he, she or they shall pay the last
named amount.
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Be it further enacted, that any person or persons who shall
give or sell any spirituous liquor shall be indicted before
any court having jurisdiction of the same ; shall be compelled
to pay a fine of twenty-five dollars for the first offence, and
for the second offence shall be compelled to pay a fine of
fifty dollars for each and every succeeding offence of a simi-
lar nature.

Be it further enacted, that the informer in the above named
cases shall receive one half of the fine so collected, and the
other half of said fine shall be put into the National Treasu-
ry for public purposes ; but in case the offender refuse to pay
the fine, any one of the sheriffs or constables shall, by order
of the court, take such property as the offenders may have,
and sell it to the highest bidder for cash, by first giving fifteen
days’ notice, and pay the said fine from the proceeds thereof’;
and in case the offender be not able to pay the fine, then said
offender shall be liable to be imprisoned, not less than ten
nor exceeding thirty days, as the court may determine.

Be it further enacted, that any person or persons who may
have or bring any whiskey into this Nation, the sheriff or
constable shall destroy said whiskey or spirituous liquors ;
and all male citizens are hereby bound to assist in destroying
any whiskey or spirituous liquors in this Nation when called
upon by the sheriff or constable, and said citizen shall receive
one dollar for every such service out of the fines collect-
ed; but should any citizen, when called upon, refuse to
assist without sufficient excuse, shall pay a fine of five
dollars.

Be it further enacted, that should any person or persons
refuse to have his or her whiskey or other spirituous liquors
destroyed, by taking up arms; and any sheriff, consfable, or
citizens, in self-defence, should kill or destroy the life of the
person or persons having whiskey or other spirituous liquors,
he shall be protected by the laws of this Nation ; but should
any offender kill or destroy the life of any person or persons
who are engaged in assisting to destroy the whiskey or other
spirituous liquors, such shall suffer death by judgment of the
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court ; but should the offender only destroy or injure the
property or limbs of any of the sheriffs, constables or citi-
zens, he, she, or they, shall be liable to a fine or punishment
according to the crime.

Be it further enacted, that this act take effect and be in
force from and after its passage.

Passed the Senate October 29, 1856.

JACKSON KEMP, President of the Senate.

——————a

An Act relating to Elections.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the Chickasaw Nation,
That the County Judge shall, on or before the election, se-
lect two assistant judges and two clerks, who, together with
the County Judge, shall be managers of the election, and he
shall administer to each of them an oath that they will well
and truly conduct the election without partiality or preju-
dice and agreeable to law, according to the best of their skill
and understanding.

Be it further enacted, that in case the County Judge should
fail to attend on the day of election or refuse to act, it shall
be lawful for the electors present at the precinct on that day
to appoint judges and clerks to act as managers of the elec-
tion, and shall be allowed to administer the oath to each other:
Provided, that in such cases the managers shall certify in
their returns that the presiding officer failed to attend or re-
fused to act, and that the persons acting as managers were
duly chosen by the electors present.

Be it further enacted, that the polls for the general elec-
tion by the people shall be opened at nine o’clock, A. M.,
and be closed at ¢hree o’clock, P. M. ; and in case there are
tie votes, the election shall be immediately run over; and
the poll for the second election shall close at eight o’clock,
P.M.

Be it further enacted, that each of the clerks shall write
down the name of each voter at the time of his voting, and
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mark under the proper column the candidate for whom he
votes.

Be it further enacted, that, immediately after closing the
polls, the managers of the election shall proceed to count
the votes, and give certificates of election to the required
number of persons having the highest number of votes, for
the different offices to which they are elected.

Be it further enacted, that,immediately after the mana-
gers of the election have counted the votes, they shall certify
one of the poll-books and sign the same, and seal it up and
transmit it by some responsible person to the National Sec-
retary, to be by him deposited in the archives of the Nation.

Approved, August 11, 1857.

C. HARRIS, Governor.

An Act for removing the Court Ground of Pickens County.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the Chickasaw Nation,
That, from and after the passage of this act, the County and
Circuit Court Ground, and place of holding elections in
Pickens county, is hereby removed and located at Rock
Spring, on Brier Creek, one mile east of Ish fah lah mah’s,
and shall be called ¢ Rock Spring Court Ground.”

Approved, August 11, 1857.

C. HARRIS, Governor.

An Act in relation to Perjury.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the Chickasaw Na-
tion, That every person who shall, on oath or affirmation be-
fore any judicial or other officer authorized by law to admin-
ister an oath, wilfully and maliciously swears falsely, shall
be deemed guilty of perjury, and on conviction thereof shall
be fined not exceeding five hundred nor less than ten dol-
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lars, at the discretion of the court; and shall receive one
hundred lashes on the bare back, well laid on by the sher-
iff or constable, and also be confined one year in the Na-
tional jail.

Be it further enacted, that every person who shall unlaw-
fully and corruptly cause, or procure any person to commit
perjury, shall be deemed guilty of subornation of perjury,
and, on conviction thereof, shall be punished in the same
manner as prescribed in the preceding section for perjury.

Be it further enacted, that every person who shall bear
false witness, wilfully and of purpose, to take away any per-
son’s life, and the life of any person be taken away in conse-
quence of such false witness, he shall, on conviction as afore-
said, be punished as is prescribed for the punishment of per-
jury insection first of this act.

Be it further enacted, that any person committing the crime
of perjury, or subornation of perjury, may be prosecuted at
any time within two years after the commission of said of-
fence, by indictment before the Circuit Court of the county
in which the said offence should have been committed.

Be it further enacted, that this act take effect from and
after its passage.

Approved, October 9, 185T.

C. HARRIS, Governor.

[

An Act in relation to Trespass.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the Chickasaw Nation,
That, from and after the passage of thisact, no person shall
intrude on the premises of another nearer than four hundred
and forty-four yards, in no way whatever, without mutual
agreement between the parties ; Provided, however, that this
act shall not interfere with former arrangements or agree-
ments,

Be it further enacted, that every person who shall wilfully
or maliciously violate the foregoing act, shall be deemed
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guilty of a misdemeanor; and upon application being made
to the County Judge, by the person intruded upon, he shall
order the sheriff or constable to remove the offender forth-
with; the intruder forfeiting all his labor and improvements.

Be it further enacted, that this act shall not interfere with
any improvements or settlements that have been, or may be
made within the jurisdiction of any public place in this Na-
tion.

Approved, October 9, 1857.

C. HARRIS, Governor.

r—

An Act making Bonds and Fines collectable.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the Chickasaw Nation,
That, from and after the passage of this act, all bonds that
may be forfeited, and fines and penalties imposed, shall be
collected by the courts and officers having jurisdiction there-
of.

Approved, October 9, 1857,

C. HARRIS, Governor.

An Act in relation to harboring Runaway Negroes.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the Chickasaw Nation,
That from and after the passage of this act, if any person or
persons shall be found guilty of harboring or clandestinely
supporting any runaway negro slave, or slaves, or negroes in-
dentured for a term of years, or in aiding and assisting in so
doing, on conviction thereof before a court of competent ju-
risdiction, he, she, or they, shall, for such offence, be fined not
less than one hundred nor more than five hundred dollars,
one half of which shall go to the informer when collected ;
the other half to be paid into the National Treasury for pub-
lic purposes. -
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Be it further enacted, that it shall be the duty of the Cir-
cuit Judge to give this actin charge to the grand jury.

Be it further enacted, that if any person is convicted, as
prescribed in the above act, should not be able to pay the
fine, he, she or they shall be sentenced to the National jail
not less than six months, nor more than one year, at the dis-
cretion of the court.

Approved, October 13, 1857.

C. HARRIS, Governor.

An Act in relation to Wills and Testaments.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the Chickasaw Nation,
That from and after the passage of this act, all wills, written
or verbal, made by any person of this Nation, nineteen years
of age and upwards, shall be valid to all intents and purpo-
ses ; and, furthermore, it shall be witnessed by two unim-
peachable, disinterested witnesses, over the age of sixteen
years ; and the said will shall be recorded within two months
after the decease of the individual making the will, in the
office of the county clerk of the county in which the indi-
vidual resided.

Be it further enacted, that no will shall be void for the
want of form, nor no construction shall be placed contrary
to the words expressed in the will ; and, furthermore, that
the last will and testament shall revoke all former wills and
testaments. '

Approved, October 14, 1857.

C. HARRIS, Governor.

An Act to organize the Supreme Court.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the Chickasaw Nation,
That the Supreme Court of the Nation shall consist of a
Chief Justice and two Associates, to be elected by the joint
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vote of the Legislature, any two of whom shall form a quo-
rum.

Be it further enacted, that the Chickasaw Nation shall con-
stitute one Supreme Court district only ; and said court shall
be holden twice in each year, on the first Monday in April
and the first Monday in October, and shall continue in ses-
sion two weeks at each sitting; provided, business should
require so long a time. Said court shall hold its sessions at
Tishomingo City, in the county of Tishomingo, commencing
on the first Monday in April, 1858.

Be it further enacted, that the Supreme Court shall have
appellate jurisdiction over all manner of pleas, plaints, mo-
tions, causes and controversies, both civil and criminal, which
may be laid before it from the Circuit Court of the Nation,
and which shall be cognizable in the Supreme Court accor-
ding to the constitution and laws of the Nation. And when
the judgment or decree of the court below,in civil cases,
shall be reversed, the Supreme Court shall proceed to render
such judgment or decree as the court below should have
rendered or pronounced ; except when it be necessary that
some matter of fact be ascertained, or damages to be asses-
sed, or the cause to be decreed is uncertain, in either of
which cases the cause, or prosecution, as the case may be,
should be remanded for a more definite decision.

Be it further enacted, that all cases decided by the Su-
preme Court, the judgment or decree of the Court shall be
in writing, and pronounced in open court, with the reasons
of the court for the same; which shall be recorded by the
clerk of the court, in a book kept by him for that purpose.

Be it further enacted, that all writs and process issuing
from the Supreme Court shall bear the test of the Chief Jus-
tice of said court, and be signed by the clerk thereof, and
may be directed to the sheriff, or other proper officer of any
county in this Nation ; and shall be by such officer executed
according to the commands thereof, and returned to the court
from which they emanated.

Be it further enacted, that the Supreme Court shall have
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power to punish any person for a contempt of said court, ac-
cording to the principles and usages of law in like cases, not
to exceed one hundred dollars fine, or imprisonment not ex-
ceeding thirty days.

Be it further enacted, that the Supreme Court shall have
power, if necessary, to establish rules and regulations for the
government of said court; also, if necessary, for the Circuit
Court, not inconsistent with the constitution and laws of this
Nation.

Be it further enacted, that there shall be no reversal on
an appeal ; nor shall the same be dismissed for want of form :
Provided, sufficient matter or substance be contained in the
record to enable the court to decide the case upon its merits.
And where the court shall be of opinion that an appeal or
writ of error has been taken for delay, and that there
was no good, probable and sufficient cause for taking such
appeal, then, and in that case, the appellant, if he be the de-
fendant in the court below, shall pay all necessary costs that
shall arise.

Be it further enacted, that the causes on the docket of said
court may be tried by counties, or in such order as to the
Judges of said court may seem best calculated to promote
the interest and convenience of the parties or their attorneys:
Provided, that all appeals in criminal cases shall be called
for trial before the civil causes from the same county, and
all causes shall be tried at the term they are docketed, unless
satisfactory cause be shown for a continuance.

Approved, October 15, 1857.

C. HARRIS, Governor.

An Act in relation to Roads.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the Chickasaw Nation,
That from and after the passage of this act, the County Judge
shall have power to summons all male citizens that are under
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fifty years of age, and over sixteen, to work on public roads
within their county, six days in each and every year.

Be it further enacted, that the County Judges shall appoint
overseers, and appoint out the portion of the road they shall
work.

Be it further enacted, that if any person or persons shall

‘refuse to work on any public road, he shall be compelled to

pay a fine of fifty cents for every day that he refuses to work,
unless a good lawful excuse be rendered to the County Judge,
after the case be reported to the Judge of such refusal or
non-attendance by the overseer. The County Judges shall
cause such fines to be collected by the sheriff or constable ;
and all fines that are collected under this act shall be used
for county purposes.

Be it further enacted, that the County Judges shall notify
people when they are going to work on the road, to bring
with them their axes, grubbing hoes and spades.

Be it further enacted, that when there is a petition from
the citizens of the county to the Judge to have a new road
cut from one public place to another, the Judge shall ap-
point two persons to examine and mark out the nearest and
best way, and report the same to the Judge ; and they shall
receive one dollar a day for their services, to be paid out of
the road fine.

Be it further enacted, that all licensed merchants and
white men that are in this Nation shall work on the road, or
pay the above fine.

Be it further enacted, that all licensed preachers and school
teachers, and the Governor, be exempted {rom this act.

Be it further enacted, that any person owning more thun
two male slaves, of lawful age to work on the road, he shall
be compelled, under this act, to send one.

Approved, October 15, 1857,

C. HARRIS, Governor.
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An Act authorizing the District Attorney to collect Bonds
Jorfeited.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the Chickasaw Nation,
That all bonds given by the officers of this Nation for the
faithful performance of the duties of their respective offices,
and all bonds given by individuals for their appearance at
the different courts of this Nation, shall be made payable to
the Governor, or his successor in office; and when forfeited
shall be put in suit by the District Attorney, in the name of
the Governor, for the benefit of the Nation, or the party in-
Jjured.

Approved, October 15, 1857.
C. HARRIS, Governor.

An Act in relation to Arbitration.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the Chickasaw Nation,
That when an arbitrator or arbitrators are chosen by two
or more persons to decide and settle any matter in contro-
versy, it will be necessary for said arbitrators to take an oath,
prescribed by any person authorized to administer the same,
to the effect that they will settle said controversy according
to law and equity. After each person in controversy shall
have furnished said arbitrators with all proofs, facts and
statements, or any evidence they may possess in relation to
said controversy, the said statements and evidence given on
oath before said arbitrators, (who are hereby autlrorized to
swear all witnesses in the case,) and after an impartial trial
of said controversy, the decision of said arbitrators shall be
final and binding on the parties choosing said arbitrators, and
said decision shall be recorded in the county clerk’s office of
the county in which the case was arbitrated.

And be it further enacted, that in case said arbitrators can-
not agree in forming a decision, they shall have the right of
choosing an umpire, whose decision shall be final and con-
clusive.

Approved, Oct. 17, 1857. C. HARRIS, Governor.
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An Act for the removal of Supreme and District Judges.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the Chickasaw Nation,
That the Judges of the Supreme and District Courts shall be
removed by the Governor, on the address of two-thirds of
each House of the Legislature, for wilful neglect of duty, or
other reasonable cause which shall not be sufficient ground
for impeachment : provided, however, that the cause or causes
for which such removal shall be required shall be stated at
length in said address, and entered on the journals of each
House ; and provided further, that the cause or causes shall
be notified to the Judge so intended to be removed, and he
shall be admitted to a hearing in his own defense before any
vote for such address shall pass; and in all such cases the
vote shall be taken by yeas and nays, and entered on the
journal of each House.

Be it further enacted, that when any of the aforesaid
Judges shall be removed from office for any neglect of duty,
crime, or any misdemeanor, the Legislature shall immedi-
atelv elect some competent person to fill such vacancy.

Approved, October 16, 1857.

C. HARRIS, Governor.

An Act respecting Mortgaged Property.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the Chickasaw Nation,
That if any person or persons shall give a mortgage or deed
of trust upon any personal or movable property, and shall
remove the same from this Nation, or shall sell or otherwise
dispose of the same within the limits of the Nation, with in-
tent to defraud the mortgagee, or person for whose benefit
the [deed of trust was given, such person so offending shall
be deemed guilty of grand larceny, and shall be punished
accordingly.

Approved, October 17, 1857.

C. HARRIS, Governor.
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An Act to organize County Courls.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the Chickasaw Nation,
That there shall be established in each county a court, to be
called “ County Court,” which shall have jurisdiction in all
matters in controversy, in any sum not exceeding the value
of fifty dollars.

Be it further enacted, that there shall be elected by the
qualified electors of the respective counties a Judge of the
County Court, to be commissioned by the Governor, and
shall hold his office for the term of two years, or until his
successor is elected and qualified, (unless he be removed for
some misdemeanor in office or other disqualification.)

Be it further enacted, that every County Judge shall have
jurisdiction co-extensive with the county for which he may
be elected. Every action cognizable before a County Judge,
instituted by summons or warrant, shall be tried, first, before
a County Court wherein the defendant resides, or if there be
more than one defendant to a suit residing in different coun-
ties, then in the county where the defendant and plaintiff
both reside, and the other parties required to attend, by sum-
mons or warrant as the case may be.

Be it further enacted, that the County Court shall be a
court of inquiry, and shall have power to commit, discharge
or remand to the court having jurisdistion for further trial,
offenders against the peace. For the foregoing purposes,
they shall have power to issue all necessary writs and pro-
cess to carry the jurisdiction of said courts into effect ; and
they shall have power to bind to keep the peace, or for good
behavior.

Be it further enacted, that the said court shall have the
power to take probate of wills; to appoint guardians ; to grant
letters testamentary and of administration ; to settle the ac-
counts of executors, administrators and guardians; to tran-
sact all business appertaining to the estates of deceased per-
sons, minors, idiots, lunatics, and persons non compos mentis ;
and the settlement, partition and distribution of such estates ;
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which powers shall be exercised in the manner prescribed by
law.

Be it further enacted, that the County Judge shall hold
his court on the last Monday in each and every month, for
the trial of all civil and probate matters; but shall have
power to open court on any day, (except Sunday,) for the
examination of any criminal cases that may originate in his
county, amounting to murder, treason, felony, or any other
misdemeanors ; and bind the offenders over in a bond for
their appearance at the first term of the Circuit Court to be
held after the crime has been committed: Provided, that
there is sufficient evidence adduced justifying it.

Be it further enacted, that when any County Judge be-
comes disqualified from sitting upon any case by being con-
nected with the parties by affinity or consanguinity, or by
being interested, the parties in controversy may, by common
consent, appoint a person to sit upon the case. But if the
parties can not agree in appointing a person, then the same
shall be certified to the District Judge, and he shall appoint
a proper person to sit upon the said case or cases.

Be it further enacted, that when any County Judge or
clerk shall be guilty of any wilful neglect of duty or misde-
meanor in office, or other disqualification, he may be indict-
ed by the grand jury of the county; and on conviction in the
District Court, his office shall be declared vacant by the court,
and he shall thereafter be incapable of holding any office in
this Nation.

Be it further enacted, that when the record of any order,
judgment, or decree of the County Court there should be
any mistake, and there shall be any papers on file in said
court whereby such record may be safely amended, the
County Judge may cause the same to be amended in open
court, accordiag to the truth and justice of the case. Butin
all such cases, the person or persons to be affected by such
amendment shall have notice of the application of such
amendments.

Be it further enacted, that the County Courts shall have
5
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like power to punish contempts as the District Court can or
may have and exercise.

Be it further enacted, that, upon application of either of
the parties in controversy, the County Judge may put the
case off for one term, and upon application from the other
party, he may put the case off one more term ; but upon the
third term the case shall be tried, without both parties agree
to put it off.

Be it further enacted, that the County Judge shall receive
for his services two hundred dollars per annum, to be paid
out of the National Treasury.

Approved, October 19, 185T7.

C. HARRIS, Governor.

An Act to protect Cilizens within their own Habitations.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the Chickasaw Nation,
That all citizens of this Nation having a house, inclos-
ure, or yard-fence, shall be considered his home, his refuge,
and his citadel ; and no person shall wilfully enter the same
unless by permission.

Be it further enacted, that if any person or persons who
shall wilfully enter the house, inclosure, or yard-fence of any
person, and shall there abuse any person, or create any dis-
turbance by threats or otherwise, shall be compelled to leave
the place forthwith by order of the owner of the place, or
his or her representative, and shall also be liable to an in-
dictment in the County Court, and, when convicted, be made
to pay a fine not less than five nor exceeding fifty dollars, at
the discretion of the court having jurisdiction of the same.

Be it further enacted, that if resistance to the order be
shown by the disturber of the peace, by his taking up or
showing any dangerous weapons, such as gun, pistol, knife,
or any kind of weapons from which a person’s life may be
endangered, and should the owner of the place or his repre-
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sentative be compelled to kill him in order to save life, he
shall be protected by the laws of this Nation.

Be it further enacted, that if any person shall wilfully
enter another person’s house and destroy any furniture, or
shall kill, destroy or injure any stock within the bounds al-
lotted to an actual settler, shall be liable to an indictment in
the court having jurisdiction of the same; and when con-
victed, shall, by order of the court, make a full indemnity to
the person injured, and shall be fined in any sum not less
than fifty nor exceeding five hundred dollars, as the court
shall determine.

Be it further enacted, that the above act shall not be so
construed as to prohibit any of the proper officers from the
discharge and exercise of their duties.

Approved, October 20, 1857.

C. HARRIS, Governor.

An Act in relation to Arson.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the Chickasaw Nation,
That, from and after the passage of this act, every person
who shall wilfully and maliciously burn any dwelling house,
store, corn house, or any other outhouses of value, or shall
aid or instigate to have it done, shall be deeméd guilty of
arson ; and, upon conviction thereof, shall be compelled by
order of the court having jurisdiction thereof to pay to the
party injured a full indemnity for damages done, and shall on
receive his bare back thirty-nine lashes.

Be it further enacted, that if the offender should not be
able to pay the whole amount of damages sustained, or shall
be able to pay only in part, then he shall be confined in the
National jail not less than three nor more than six months,
at the discretion of the court; and shall receive another
thirty-nine lashes on his bare back.

Approved, October 21, 1857.

C. HARRIS, Governor.
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An Act in relation to Treason and Murder.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the Chickasaw Nation,
That, from and after the passage of this act, every person
owing allegiance to this Nation who shall levy war against
it, or adhere to its enemies, giving them aid and support, or
shall carry on any treasonable or treacherous correspondence
with them, shall be deemed guilty of treason, and, upon con-
viction thereof by the testimony of two credible witnesses to
the same overt act of which such person shall be indicted,
or upon the voluntary confession of the party accused in
open court, shall suffer death.

Be it further enacted, that every person who shall wilful-
ly and maliciously kill any person within this Nation, or shall
aid or abet, or instigate the killing of any person as aforesaid,
shall be deemed guilty of murder in the first degree, and,
on conviction thereof, shall suffer death.

Be it further enacted, that every person who shall kill
another without premeditated malice shall be deemed guilty
of murder in the second degree, and, on conviction thereof,
shall be imprisoned not less than one nor exceeding five
years in the dungeon of the National jail, at the discretion of
the court.

Be it further enacted, that any person who shall kill an-
other in defense of himself or family, shall be deemed justi-
fiable ; though in all cases of self-defense it must appear
that the danger was so urgent and pressing, that in order
to save his own life, or prevent his receiving great bodily
injury, before the mortal blow or injury was given.

Be it further enacted, that any person who kills another,
in trying to arrest the person killed, for treason or any
other high crime or misdemeanor, or in discharge of any
duty required by law, or by accident or misfortune, then,
and in that case, the party accused shall be for the same
fully acquitted and discharged.

Be it further enacted, that the mode of inflicting capital
punishment shall be by hanging by the neck until dead.

Approved, Oct. 22, 1857. C. HARRIS, Governor.
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An Act authorizing County Courts to appoint County
Treasurer.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the Chickasaw Nation,
That there shall be in each county of this Nation a County
Treasurer, who shall be appointed by the County Court, and
shall hold his office for the term of two years from the day
of his appointment, and until his successor shall have been
duly appointed and qualified, unless sooner removed by the
County Court, as hereinafter provided.

Be it further enacted, that any person who shall be ap-
pointed County Treasurer, shall, within twenty days after re-
ceiving notice of his appointment, and before entering upon
the duties of his office, give a bond to the County Court
of his county, with at least two good and sufficient secur-
ities, to be approved by the Circuit Judge of the District
Court, in such sum as they may deem necessary, conditioned
that such Treasurer shall faithfully execute the duties of his
office, and pay over according to law all moneys which shall
come into his hands as County Treasurer, and render a just
and true account thereof to the said court at each and every
regular term of said court. And such Treasurer shall take
and subscribe the oath prescribed by the constitution,
which, together with the bond, shall be deposited in the
County Court of his county.

Be it further enacted, that it shall be the duty of the
County Treasurer to receive all money belonging to the
county, from whatever source they may be derived ; and to
pay and apply the same as required by law, in such man-
ner as the County Court may require and direct.

Be it further enacted, that the County Treasurer shall
keep a just and true account of the receipts and expendi-
tures of all money which shall come into his hands by virtue
of his office, and render a detailed report at every regular
term of the County Court of his county; as well as of all
money received and disbursed by him, and of all other pro-
ceedings in his office; and shall exhibit to said court, at every
such term, all his books and accounts for their inspection ;
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and all vouchers relating to the same to be audited and al-
lowed.

Be it further enacted, that he shall deliver the moneys
securities, and all other property of the county in his hands,
together with all documents, instruments of writing, papers and
books belonging to or for the use of the county, to his successor
in office, and perform all other such duties or acts as may be
required of him by said County Court.

Be it further enacted, that the County Treasurer shall
not pay any money out of the County Treasury except
in pursuance of a certificate or warrant from the County
Court of his county.

Be it further enacted, that all moneys arising from fines
imposed upon persons for selling, giving, or introducing
whiskey or other intoxicating liquors into this Nation, after
paying the sheriff, constable or informer one half of the fine,
the remaining half shall be paid into the County Treasury
where such fines were imposed, for the use of the county.

Be it further enacted, that all money arising from the sale
of strays, after paying the taker up one half, the residue shall
be paid into the County Treasury where such strays were
taken up ; also all money arising from fines imposed upon
persons refusing to assist the sheriff or constable fo destroy
whiskey, or other intoxicating liquors, after paying the in-
former one half, shall be paid into the County Treasury for
county purposes.

Be it further enacted, that the County Court shall order
the payment of one dollar out of the County Treasury, in
favor of any person who may have assisted the sheriff or
constable in destroying whiskey or other intoxicating liquors,
in every case where such assistance had been rendered, veri-
fied by a certificate of the sheriff or constable who may have
authorized the call for assistance in such an emergency.

Be it further enacted, that the County Court shall pay out
of the county fund one dollar per day to every individual
employed or summoned by the sheriff or constable to assist
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them in arresting any person for a violation of the laws of
this Nation.

Be it further enacted, that the County Treasurer shall
receive, and may retain in his hands, such compensation,
not exceeding five per cent.upon the amount received and
disbursed by him, as the County Court may, in their discre-
tion, allow.

Be it further enacted that all laws passed in conflict with
this, be, and is hereby repealed, and that this act take effect
from and after its passage.

Approved, October 22, 1856.
C. HARRIS, Governor.

————

An Act appropriating $5,500 for the Burney Institute.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the Chickasaw Nation,
That C. S. Love and the National School Superintendent be
and they are hereby appointed a Building Committee, in con-
junction with the agent of the Board, to contract for and
superintend the erection of the necessary buildings for Burney
Female Academy.

Be it further enacted, that the sum of five thousand five
hundred dollars of the lease fund, now in the Treasury, be
and the same is hereby appropriated to the erection of said
buildings.

Be it further enacted, that the above appropriation shall
remain in the hands of the National Treasurer to carry into
effect any contract that the aforesaid committee may make
for the erection of said buildings.

Be it further enacted, that the Auditor shall not issue any
order for any part of said money without a certificate, signed
by the whole number of the committee, that certain condi-
tions of the contract had been complied with, or a certain
amount of material had been furnished ; then upon such cer-
tificate the Auditor shall issue a warrant on the Treasurer
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for the amount that is specified in the aforesaid certificate,
and the certificate shall be a voucher for the Auditor.

Be it further enacted, that should the five thousand five
hundred dollars herein appropriated not be sufficient to com-
plete said buildings, then the committee shall have power to
use so much of the annual appropriation for 1858 as may be
necessary to complete them ; protvided, however, that they
shall not use more than five hundred dollars out of said ap-
propriation of 1858.

Be it further enacted, that said committee shall have the
right to pull down and use all the buildings now commenced
for said school, together with all the brick, lime, lumber and
other materials in and about said buildings.

Approved, October 23, 1857.

C. HARRIS, Governor.

An Act in relation to Accessory to Murder.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the Chickasaw Nation,
That every person who shall be accessory, before the fact, to
any murder, arson, or robbery, shall, on conviction thereof,
be imprisoned in the National jail not less than six nor ex-
ceeding twelve months, at the discretion of the court.

Approved, October 23, 1857.

C. HARRIS, Governor.

An Act to suppress Gambling.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the Chickasaw Nation,
That the game of faro, roulette, monte, and all other games
of chance, which are played by persons holding banks for the
purpose of inviting or receiving betters thereto, within this
Nation, are hereby made penal offences, and shall be punished
as hereinafter provided.
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Be it further enacted, that any person within this Nation
who shall keep a bank for either of the above-mentioned games,
or any other game of their character, or shall in any way be
employed as a dealer, or assistant to any one, or either of
them, shall, on conviction thereof, be deemed guilty of a misde-
meanor, and shall be fined in a sum not exceeding one thou-
sand nor less than one hundred dollars ; one half of the fine
received to go to the county where the gaming was done, and
the other half to the informer who shall prosecute the
offender to conviction upon other evidence than his own
oath.

Be it further enacted, that betting of checks, notes of hand,
or any other representative of money, or articles of value,
shall be construed as coming under the provisions of this
act; nor shall a person charged with the above-mentioned
offences be discharged for informality in an indictment.

Be it further enacted, that on the trial of any person or
persons for the commission of any offence mentioned in this
act, it shall be sufficient for the indictment to charge, that the
person or persons so offending did play at cards, without stating
what description of game was played; and upon making
proof of the charge, it shall be considered that the offence is
made out, without proving what the game was,

Be it further enacted, that if any person or persons shall
bet, or be concerned in betting, at any gaming table, bank,
or banks mentioned in the preceding chapter of this act, or
at any other gambling device whatever, such person or
persons so offending shall, upon conviction thereof by indict-
ment, be fined in any sum not less than ten nor more than
fifty dollars.

Be it further enacted, that if any person shall permit any
game prohibited by this act to be played in his or her house,
or shall rent any room for such purpose, he or she
so offending shall, on conviction, be fined not less than
twenty-five nor more than fifty dollars.

Be it further enacted, that it shall be the duty of every
Judge of the County Court within this Nation to take cog-
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nizance of any offence against this act which shall come to
his knowledge, by information or otherwise ; and shall there-
upon forthwith be examined, and held to bail at the next term
of the District Court.

Be it further enacted, that if any person or persons other
than a citizen of this Nation shall be charged with playing any
of the games enumerated under this act, he or they shall be
held to bail in any sum not less than twice the amount
of the fine that may be imposed when convicted ; nor his or
their bonds received, unless the securities be citizens of this
Nation.

Be it further enacted, that it shall be the duty of every
sheriff, constable and other officers of the County Court, and
of the grand juries of the counties of this Nation, to inquire
into and present all persons guilty of a violation of the above
act; and it shall be the duty of the Judge of the District
Court to give itin charge to the grand jury.

Be it further enacted, that this act shall take effect from
and after the date of its passage.

Be it further enacted, that in all convictions and fines im-
posed under this act, one half shall go to the informer, and
the other half go to the county where such conviction or fines
shall be imposed, for county purposes.

Approved, October 23, 1857.

C. HARRIS, Governor.

An Act in relation to Collection of Bonds and Fines.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the Chickasaw Nation,
That upon the forfeiture of any bond within this Nation, the
judge of the court in which said bond was forfeited shall
issue a writ of citation, for the principal and securities to
appear at the succeeding term of the court, to show cause
why final judgment should not be rendered against them for
the amount of the aforesaid bond ; and upon no cause being
shown, the judge ‘shall order the clerk to enter up final judg-
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ment against the principal and his securities for the amount of
the aforesaid bond.

Be it further enacted, that it shall be the duty of the clerk
to issue a writ of execution against the delinquents in said
bond returnable in thirty days, and also renewable at the end
of every thirty days.

Be it further enacted, that it shall be the duty of the
sheriff or constable upon receiving an execution, to imme-
diately levy upon a sufficient amount of property to satisfy
said execution; and upon giving fifteen days’ notice, in at
least three public places within his county, he shall proceed
to offer said property to the highest bidder, for cash, or
sufficient amount of said property to satisfy the aforesaid
execution.

Be it further enacted, that if property sufficient cannot be
found within the Nation to satisfy a judgment within one
year after said judgment has been rendered, the said judg-
ment shall be considered satisfied in full.

Be it further enacted, that all fines shall be collected in the
same manner that is prescribed for the collection of bonds
in the preceding section of this act.

Approved, October 24, 1857,

C. HARRIS, Governor.

An Act in relation to Juries.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the Chickasaw Nation,
That the County Judge of each county be required to fur.
nish the District Clerk with a list of all the persons that are
under the age of sixty, and over the age of nineteen years,
that are competent to serve as jurors.

Be it further enacted, that it shall be the duty of the
clerk of the District Court to procure a book for the purpose
of entering the names of the persons in, that are furnished
him by the County Judge; and it shall also be the duty of
the clerk to write the names of the persons furnished upon
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slips of paper, and put the said names into a box (or some-
thing else), and the clerk shall proceed to draw out of the
box twenty-four names; and the names that are drawn out
shall be nserted in the jury book; the persons drawn out
of the box shall serve as jurors at the next term of the
court succeeding the drawing.

Be it further enacted, that it shall be the duty of the clerk
immediately after the draft has been made, to issue a notice
or subpena for each of the persons that were drawn, re-
turnable at the next term of the District Court.

Be it further enacted, that it shall be the duty of the sher-
iff, or constable, to summon the jurors at least five days be-
fore court ; which may be done by giving him the summons,
or leaving it at his usual place of abode, with some person
over the age of twelve years, notifying him to appear accord-
ing to such summons.

Be it further enacted, that any juror who fails to appear
according to such summons shall pay a fine not exceeding
ten nor less than five dollars, unless a good cause be shown
to the Judge at or before the next term of the court.

Be it further enacted, that in case the persons do not all
appear, the Judge may order the sheriff or constable to sum-
mon a sufficient number of by-standers to fill the vacancies
occasioned by the non-appearance of the persons summoned.

Be it further enacted, that it shall be the duty of the grand
jurors to enquire into, and present to the District Attorney,
all treasons, murders, felonies or other misdemeanors against
the laws of this Nation, within their respective counties ; and
it shall require five out of the seven, to furnish an indict-
ment against any person for violating the laws of this Na-
tion.

Be it further enacted, that when the grand jury is sitting
for that purpose, it shall have power to summon any person
or persons as witnesses against offenders of the laws of this
Nation ; and the sheriff or constable shall be subject to its
orders, to cause the attendance of such witnesses.
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Be it further enacted, that all indictments shall be made
out in writing, and the names of the witnesses written upon
each one.

Be it further enacted, that it shall be the duty of the
Judge to swear the grand jurors, and to charge them upon
their duties ; he shall also appoint one of the seven to act as
foreman. And it shall also be the duty of the District At-
torney to advert with them whenever called upon to do so.

Be it further enacted, that the remaining jurors, after the
grand jury shall have been drawn, as required in this act,
shall constitute the petit jury, and sit for the trial of all cases
that may come before the District Court at the time for which
they were summoned to attend, under the following rules and
regulations, viz: The names of the petit jury shall be writ-
ten down, and the clerk shall first present the list to the de-
fendant, who shall object to one juryman, then the plaintiff
to another, and so on alternately till the number is reduced
to twelve persons, who shall sit for the trial and determina-
tion of the case for which they were chosen : provided, ei-
ther or both parties may object to two additional jurymen,
by assigning such reasons as the court may deem sufficient ;
in which case the Judge shall order the sheriff, or other offi-
cer, to summon a sufficient number of disinterested men to
serve in the place of those that may be objected to.

Be it further enacted, that the concurrence of all the
twelve jurors who may sit to try any case shall be necessary
to a decision.

Be it further enacted, that the Judge shall have power to
keep the jury out until he becomes satisfied that they can
not come to a decision.

Be it further enacted, that the jury shall each receive one
dollar and fifty cents per day for every day that they are de-
tained by the court; and they shall also receive five cents
per mile, going to and returning from court.

Be it further enacted, that in all civil cases the clerk shall
assess the fees of the petit jury against the party that loses
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the case ; and it shall be the duty of the Judge to render
judgment against the party that loses, in favor of the petit
Jjury.

Be it further enacted, that in all cases where the Nation is
plaintiff (with the exception in cases of murder,) the party
losing the case shall pay the cost of the jury; and it shall
also be the duty of the clerk to assess the fees of the jury
accordingly ; and in all cases of murder, the Nation shall
pay the whole of the costs.

Be it further enacted, that it shall be the duty of the clerk
to issue to each one of the petit jury that are entitled to their
pay from the Nation, and also to the grand jury, a certificate
stating the amount due to each one of the jury; and it shall
be the duty of the Auditor to issue a warrant to such persons
named in the aforesaid certificate, for the amount called for
in each certificate on the Treasurer of the Nation.

Be it further enacted, that it shall be the duty of the clerk
to report to the Auditor, quarterly, the number of persons
having jury tickets, and the amount called for in said tickets.

Be it further enacted, that in all cases where the defendant
against the Nation loses, it shall be the duty of the clerk to
assess the fees against the defendant; and it shall be the
duty of the Judge to render a judgment against the person
losing the case, in favor of the jurymen; and said fees shall
be collected by law, according to the form laid down for the
collection of bonds and fines.

Approved, October 24, 1857.

C. HARRIS, Governor.

An Act relating to Salt Springs and other Minerals.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the Chickasaw Nation,
That from and after the passage of this act, if any citizen of
this Nation, finding or having found any salt springs, or oth-
er valuable minerals, shall be entitled to the unrestricted
right of one mile square ; Provided, however, that this act
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shall not conflict with former actual locations. And the
above act shall not be so construed as to debar citizens of
this Nation from the free use of the oil springs.
Approved, November 18, 1857.
C. HARRIS, Governor.

An Act prohtbiting Negroes from holding Property.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the Chickasaw Nation,
That from forty days after the passage of this act, no negro
slave in this Nation shall own any horse, mule, cow, hog,
sheep, gun, pistol, or knife over four inches long in the blade.

Be it further enacted, that should any negro be caught with
any property named in the above act, it shall be taken from
him or them, by the proper officer or officers, and sold, by
order of the court having jurisdiction, to the highest bidder
for cash ; one half of which shall go to the officer who col-
lects it, and the other half shall be paid into the County
Treasury for county purposes; and the negro shall receive
thirty-nine lashes on the bare back, by the sheriff or con-
stable.

Be it further enacted, that should any citizen of this Na-
tion claim property supposed to belong to a negro, he, she,
or they, shall be cited to appear before the County Judge of
the proper county, and shall be compelled to testify on oath
to the validity of such property. And should any person be
convicted of falsely claiming any of the property named in
the preceding sections, he, she, or they, so offending, shall
be decmed guilty of perjury, and shall be punished accord-
ingly.

Be it further enacted, that if any negro be caught with
any spirituous liquors in this Nation, he, she, or they shall re-
ceive thirty-nine lashes on the bare back, for every such of-
fence, by the sheriff or constable.

Approved, November 19, 1857.

C. HARRIS, Governor.
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An Act in relation to one person threatening the life of
another.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the Chickasaw Nation,
That from and after the passage of this act, if any person or
persons shall make any threats against the life of another
person_le or they shall be arraigned before any court hav-
ing jurisdiction of the same ; and if satisfactory evidence be
found against him or them, it shall be the duty of said court
to bind him or them over to keep the peace, in a bond not
less than fifty nor exceeding three hundred dollars, in any
reasonable length of time, at the discretion of the court.

Be it further enacted, that should the person or persons,
after having been bound over to keep the peace, make any
further threats or misbehavior, upon conviction thereof the
the court shall order the sheriff or constable to collect said
bond ; and when collected the money shall be placed in the
National Treasury for public purposes.

Be it further enacted, that if any person or persons viola-
ting the above act, and are not ablo to pay said bond, he or
they shall be imprisoned in the National jail, not less than
three nor more than six months.

Approved, November 19, 1857.

C. HARRIS, Governor.

An Act in relation to Abolitionism.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the Chickasaw Nation,
That, from and after the passage of this act, all white persons
known to be abolitionists, or may hereafter advocate the
cause of abolitionism in this Nation, shall be deemed un-
friendly and dangerous to the interests of the Chickasaw
people, and shall be forthwith removed from the limits of
this Nation by the United States Agent or Governor of this
Nation.

Approved, November 20, 1857.

C. HARRIS, Governor.
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An Act prohibiting Negroes from Voting, &c.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the Chickasaw Nation,
That no negro, or the descendant of a negro, shall hold any
office in this Nation, or be allowed a vote.

Approved, November 20, 1857.

C. HARRIS, Governor.

An Act in relation to Larceny and Felony.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the Chickasaw Nation,
That, from and after the passage of this act, every person who
shall feloniously take, steal, and carry away any goods, chat-
tles, money, or other article of value, under twenty dollars,
or shall be accessory thereto, shall be deemed guilty of petit
larceny, and, on conviction thereof, shall restore to the owner
the goods, chattles, money, or other article of value so
stolen, or pay the value thereof to such owner, and shall re-
ceive any number of lashes on the bare back, not exceeding
thirty-nine, at the discretion of the court.

Be it further enacted, that every person who shall feloni-
ously take, steal, and carry away any goods, chattles, money,
or other article of value, over twenty dollars, or shall be ac-
cessory thereto, shall be deemed guilty of grand larceny, and,
on conviction thereof, shall restore to the owner the goods,

_chattles, money, or other article of value so stolen, or pay
the value thereof to the owner, and shall receive thirty-nine
lashes on the bare back, and may be imprisoned, not exceed-
ing one year, at the discretion of the court.

Be it further enacted, that every person who shall feloni-
ously take or steal any horse, mare, or gelding, foal or filly,
ass or mule, shall, on conviction thereof, restore the property
so stolen, or shall pay the value thereof, which shall be ad-
judged by the jury trying such offender, and shall be fined in
a sum not exceeding two hundred dollars, at the discretion of

the court, and shall receive thirty-nine lashes on the bare back,
6
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and be imprisoned, not exceeding one year, at the discretion
of the court, for the first offence; and for the second offence
he shall receive one hundred lashes on the bare back, and be
imprisoned for a term not exceeding one year; and for the
third offence he shall suffer death, by hanging by the neck
until dead.

Be it further enacted, that every person who shall feloni-
ously take or steal any neat cattle, hog, sheep or goat, shall,
on conviction thereof, pay to the owner the full value of
such property, which shall be adjudged by the jury trying
such offender, and shall receive thirty-nine lashes on the bare
back.

Be it further enacted, that every person who shall feloni-
ously steal, take away, deface, utter or falsify any record,
writ, process, or other proceedings in any of the courts of
this Nation, or any office for records, shall, on conviction
thereof, be fined in a sum not exceeding five hundred dollars,
at the discretion of the court, and shall receive fifty lashes
on the bare back.

Be it further enacted, that every person who shall steal or
entice away any slave out of, or from the possession of the
owner or owners of such slave, shall be deemed guilty of
felony, and, on conviction thereof, shall, for the first offence,
pay to the owner the full value of the property stolen, and
shall receive, on his bare back, as many lashes as the court
may direct, and shall be imprisoned at the discretion of the
court having jurisdiction.

Be it further enacted, that for the second offence he shall
suffer death.

Approved, November 20, 1857.

C. HARRIS, Governor.

An Act in relation to Guardians, their duty, &-c.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the Chickasaw Nation,
That it shall be the duty of the County Judge to appoint
guardians for orphan children that are not of age.
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Be it further enacted, that the nearest relation shall have
the preference; but, if there are no relations, the County
Judge shall appoint a competent person to act.

Be it further enacted, that a guardian shall give a bond
and security in a sum of money equal to the amount of pro-
perty belonging to such minor or minors, made payable to
the County Judge, that he will truly conduct and manage
his or her ward’s property in a businesslike manner, and it
shall extend to good management of his or her wards.

Be it further enacted, that the County Judge shall appoint
- two disinterested persons to appraise all the property before
it is turned over to the guardian, which shall be recorded in
the County Clerk’s office, and the guardian shall receive for
his services three per cent. out of the estimate of the property
that may be turned over to his or her charge.

Be it further enacted, that it shall be the duty of the guar-
dian to keep said minor or minors at school, and said guar-
dian shall attend and see what progress said wards are mak-
ing in their studies.

Be it further enacted, that the guardian of minors shall
make an annual report of the management of his or her
ward’s property, and the County Judge shall have it recorded
in the office of the county clerk.

Be it further enacted, that guardians shall furnish their
wards with good and sufficient clothing out of the pro-
ceeds of their property; and the guardian shall keep an ac-
count of said ward’s expenses, and render an account of the
same to the County Judge.

Be it further enacted, that a guardian shall not sell any
property of a minor or minors unless said minors are actually
suffering for the want of means to support them; then, in
that case, the court may grant them an order to sell any pro-
perty for the support of such orphan minors; and if there is
any perishable property, and the guardian can satisfy the
court, then he or she may sell such property.

Be it further enacted, that all minors shall be deemed com-
petent to take charge of their property when they marry, or
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a male arrives at the age of nineteen years, and a female at
sixteen years.

Be it further enacted, that when a guardian shall forfeit
his or her bond, the court shall order the sheriff or constable
to collect as much of said bond as will pay for the property
as may have been destroyed, and immediately appoint some
other competent person to take charge of the effects of the
minor, and turn over all the property that is belonging to
said minors to the person so appointed, and he shall be re-
quired to give a bond, with two good securities, in a sum
equal to the amount turned over to them by the County
Judge.

Be it further enacted, that if there is any negro property,
the guardian shall hire out said negro or negroes to the
highest bidder for one year, and take a bond, with two good
securities, for the payment of such hire, and said bond shall
be collected by law.

Approved, November 21, 1857,

C. HARRIS, Governor.

An Act to prohibit Criminals from carrying Arms.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the Chickasaw Nation,
That, from and after the passage of this act, no sheriff or con-
stable shall suffer or permit any criminal to come before any

"of the courts of this Nation armed with any deadly weapon ;
he or they so offending shall be fined in any sum not less
than ten nor more than fifty dollars for every such offence,
and the fine, when collected, shall be paid into the County
Treasury, for county purposes.

Approved, November 21, 1857.

C. HARRIS, Governor.
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An Act in relation to recording Marks and Brands.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the Chickasaw Nation,
That, from and after the passage of this act, all persons own-
ing stock within this Nation shall have an ear mark and
brand, and cause the same to be recorded in the office of the
county clerk, in the county where they reside.

Be it further enacted, that if any person shall neglect to
bave his or her mark and brand recorded within four months
from the passage of this act, he or they shall pay a fine not
less than five nor exceeding ten dollars.

Be it further enacted, that all fines imposed under this act
shall be collected by the sheriff or constable, by order of the
court having jurisdiction of the same ; and all such fines when
collected shall be paid into the County Treasury, for county
purposes.

Be it further enacted, that all persons having their marks
and brands recorded shall pay the county clerk twenty-five
cents for such service.

Approved, November 21, 1857.

C. HARRIS, Governor.

An Act in relation to Constables, their duties, &c.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the Chickasaw Nation,
That from and after the passage of this act no county within
this Nation shall have more that two constables, whose duties
and salaries shall be the same as the sheriffs’.

Be it further enacted, that the constables shall give bond
with security in the same amount as sheriffs, and said con-
stables shall be elected in the same manner as sheriff and
shall hold their offices for the term of two years from the
time of their election, or during good behavior.

Be it further enacted, that sheriffs and constables of this
Nation shall not hold more than one office at the same time.

Be it further enacted, that Heary Colbert, constable elect
in the county of Panola at the last election day, shall hold
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his office until the election day in 1858, or during good be-
havior.

Be it further enacted, that each of the counties of Pickens
and Panola shall have in service two constables.

Be it further enacted, that the Governor be and he is hereby
authorized to appoint one constable in Pickens county, who
shall hold his office until next election day by the people,
and who shall receive at the rate of three hundred dollars
per year.

Be it further enacted, that it shall be the duty of the
sheriffs and constables to attend the annuities, to suppress the
introduction of spirituous liquor, and keep down all disor-
derly behavior.

Be it further enacted, that they shall receive one dollar
and fifty cents per day for their expenses during the annuity.

Approved, November 21, 1857.

C. HARRIS, Governor.

An Act to record Marriages, §-c.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the Chickasaw Nation,
That, from and after the passage of this act, all persons mar-
rying within the limits of this Nation shall have the same
recorded in the clerk’s office of the County Court in the
county which they may reside.

Be it further enacted, that all persons neglecting to record
their marriages within one month from the time they are
married shall be fined in a sum not less than five nor ex-
ceeding ten dollars, at the discretion of the court having ju-
risdiction of the same.

Be it further enacted, that all fines imposed under this act
shall be collected by the sheriff or constable, by order of the
County Court of the county in which such violation may
have occurred.
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Be it further enacted, that all fines collected under this
act shall be paid into the County Treasury, for county
purposes.

Be it further enacted, that all marriages in this Nation
shall be solemnized by any Judge or ordained preacher of
the Gospel ; and for every couple joined together in the bonds
of matrimony, the person pronouncing the ceremony shall
for every such service receive the sum of one dollar from the
persons joined together.

Be it further enacted, that all persons who are living to-
gether out of wedlock shall be compelled by the County
Judge to be lawfully joined together in the bonds of matri-
mony ; and any person refusing to be lawfully joined to-
gether shall be compelled to pay a fine not less than twenty-
five nor exceeding fifty dollars.

Be it further enacted, that the County Judge shall cause
all fines that are imposed under the above act to be collected
by the sheriff or constable ; and when collected, to be placed
in the County Treasury, for county purposes.

Approved, November 23, 1857.

C. HARRIS, Governor.

An Act in relation to the pay of Members of the Legislature.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the Chickasaw Nation,
That, from and after the passage of this act, no member of
the Chickasaw Legislature shall receive pay for any adjourn-
ment of a longer period than three days.

Approved, November 25, 1857.

C. HARRIS, Governor.

An Act repealing all the Acts of 1856 which are not adopted.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the Chickasaw Nation,
That, from and after the passage of this act, all the certified
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copies of laws that were passed in the Legislature of 1856,
that are not adopted by the Legislature of 1857, are hereby
repealed.
Approved, November 25, 1857.
C. HARRIS, Governor.

An Act in relation to Polygamy.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the Chickasaw Nation,
That, from and after the passage of this act, if any person or
persons who shall take up with another woman or man, and
having another spouse alive, not being legally divorced, shall
be decmed guilty of polygamy, and upon conviction thereof
before the District Court of this Nation shall be fined in a
sum not less than twenty-five nor exceeding fifty dollars;
and shall be compelled by the court to separate after paying
said fine. )

Be it further enacted, that all fines imposed under thisact
shall be collected by the sheriff or constable, by an order of
the court having jurisdiction of the same, and one half when
collected shall go to the Attorney General, and the other half
be placed in the hands of the County Treasurer, for county
purposes.

Be it further enacted, that it shall be the duty of the
Circuit Judge to charge the Grand Jury in relation to this
act.

Approved, November 27, 1857.

C. HARRIS, Governor.

An Act in relation to pulling down fences.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the Chickasaw Nation,
That, from and after the passage of this act, any person or
persons who shall be convicted of the crime or misdemeanor
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of pulling and leaving down any person’s field or farm
fence shall be compelled to pay such a fine as the County
Court may estimate the damages done to the owner of the
farm.
Approved, November 28, 1857.
C. HARRIS, Governor.

———

General Appropriation Bill of the Second Session of the
Legislature of the Chickasaw Nation.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the Chickasaw Nation,
That the following sums, set opposite to each item, be and
the same is hereby appropriated out of any money in the
hands of the National Treasurer, belonging to the Nation and
not otherwise appropriated, for the purpose of defraying the
present expenses of the Legislature,and to carry out the vari-
ous appropriations heretofore made, and to meet the current
expenses of the Government, &c.

To pay and carry out the contract for the erection

of a Capitol of the Nation, - - $8,000 00
To carry into effect an act passed for the erection

of the Burney Institute, - - - 5,500 00
To carry out a certain contract for the maintenance

of Colbert’s Institute, - - 4,000 00
To pay Thomas Birkhead for teaching Nelghbor-

hood School, at Little Sprmg, in Pontotoc

county, - - - - - 450 00

To pay Jackson Kemp, as Senator 19 days, - - 57 00
William Kemp, “ 20 ¢« - - 6000

“ John E. Anderson, ¢« 20 « - - 6000

“  Calvin 8. Love, “« 20 « - - 60 00

“ Col. E. Pickens, “ 20 « - - 6000

%  Robert Leader, “ 20 « - - 6000

Am’t carried over, $18,307 00
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Amount brought forward, $18,307
To pay Capt. W. Colbert, “ 20 « - - 60
“  Charley Brown, “ 20 ¢ - - 60
“  Capt. Lewis, “ 20 « - - 60
“  James Patterson, “ 19 « - - 5T
«  Charley Shecoe, € 11 « - - 33
#  Josiah Brown, (Sec’ry,) 20 « - - 60
«“ J.Gamble, Draftsman and Interpreter, - 60

“ Eme-ut Tubby, Sergeant-at-Arms to the
Senate, - - - - - - - 60

“  Ker-nah-ka, Sergeant-at-Arms to the Se-
nate, - - - - - - - 60

¢ Sampson Folsom, Draftsman and Inter-
preter, - - - - - - - 48
¢ P. M. Fletcher, Draftsman, - - - 12
¢ T. L. Mitchell, “ - - - 60
¢  Lewis Newberry, as Representative 20 days, 60
¢ Benj. M’Laughlin, “ - - - 60
¢ Christopher Columbus, ¢ - - - 60
¢“  Duncan Ned, 6 - - - 60
¢ Ush-ah-lah Tubby, “ 20 days, 60
¢ Tar-hut-Ubby, “ 20 days, 60
« A. M. M. Upshaw, as Representative, 20 days, 60
¢ Doctor Allen, “ 20 « 60
“ JIsom Keel, “ 20 ¢« 60
« E. Shar Tubby, s 20 « 60
«“  Reuben Kemp, “ 20 « 60
¢  James T. Gaines, “ 20 <« 60
¢ Dougherty Colbert, ¢ 20 <« 60
¢ J.D. Harris, “ 13 « 39
¢ William McClish, « 17 « 51
¢ QOak-i-am-bee, ¢ 17« 51
¢ Morgan Colbert, ¢« 16« 48
¢  James McCoy, “« 11« 33

¢  Simon B. James, as Clerk of the House of

Representatives, 60

Amount carried up, $19,999

00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00

00

00

00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00

00
00
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Amount brought forward, $19,999 00

To pay Geo. D. James, as Cle