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AN ACT 

Providing for the Sale of Improvements 

Left by Intruders. 

B E IT ENACTED BY THE NATIONAL COUNCIL: 

That the District Sheriffs, wherein said places are 

located, are authorized to receive and take possession of, 

on behalf of the Cherokee Nation, ail improvements which 

have boen made or occupied by In t ruders upon the Cher

okee domain, when such improvements shall be volunta

rily relinquished, or when the United States shall expel 

the intruder therefrom, in compliance with stipulations of 

t reaty. And the said District Sheriffs are further author

ized and directed to dispose of each of the said improve

ments for the benefit of the Cherokee Nat ion, and that 

fifty (50) per cent of the moneys derived therefrom shall 

be placed to the credit of the General Fund, thirty-five 

(35) per cent to the credit of the School Fnnd, and fifteen 

(15) per cent to the ci'edit of the Orphan Fund, as soon as 
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practicable after taking possession in conformity with 

the following regulations: 

First . The improvements shall each be sold separ

ately to the highest bidder, after a public notice of the 

sale for at least th i r ty days in the Cherokee Advocate and 

by such other means as the sheriffs may find practicable. 

The notice shall contain a s ta tement in detail of what the 

improvement consists, its extent , condition and location, 

and shall precisely specify the day and the t ime of day, 

and not earlier than 1 o'clock p. m., the sale will be made, 

and the part icular place in the Distr ict . 

Second. All bona fide citizens of the Cherokee 

Nation shall be equally entitled to bid, provided the citi

zen so entitled shall own no farms in the Cherokee Nation 

at the time of the sale, of more than one hundred and 

sixty (160) acres, altogether; and no citizen shall be per

mitted to purchase more than one improvement , and not 

to include more than one hundred and sixty (160) acres; 

and should there remain any surplus of improved land in 

any case, the Sheriff will be authorized to sell the r igh t of 

occupancy of any such surplus as a separate improvement , 

or to report such surplus for future disposition, at his dis

cretion, as authorized to be sold under the provis ions of 

this act; and all bidders before being allowed to bid shall 

make satisfactory showing lo the Sheriff of the District 

wherein such improvement is located, of his competency to 

bid as defined by this act. 

Third. Payments shall be made in cash, national 
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warrants or national certificates, :ind in six equal install

ments: the first installment to be paid immediately after 

the award is made/ The Sheriff making the sale will be 

required to give the purchaser a receipt for the first in

stallment, and thereafter as they fall due and are paid. 

Fourth. A forfeiture of the improvement to the 

Nation, with all previous payments shall follow the non

payment of any installment, when due, unless the install

ment be paid within three months after becoming due. 

A like forfeiture shall follow from any transfer of the im

provement by the purchaser, under this act, before the 

last installment is made, and no commutation of j iayment 

is permit ted. When any improvement shall become for-

feitod to the Nation, the Sheriff shall proceed, without un

necessary delay, to again sell the same under the regula

tions of this act. 

Fifth. The sale of improvements under this act shall 

convey no r igh t or title in the land, and no rights what

ever as regrads land except the r ight of occupancy—such 

only as would be vested in the purchaser had he made 

the improvement or bought it from another citizen in the 

exercise of r ights belonging to all citizens of the Chero

kee Nation under the Cherokee Constitution. 

Sixth. Lawfully appointed guardians of orphans 

shall be allowed to bid on behalf ot the orphans under 

thei r charge, provided that the orphan has no farm or 

farms of their own of one hundred and sixty (160) acres 



4 

at the time of sale. 

Seventh. The Sheriffs shall sell the improvements in 

the Di-triet where they arc situated respect ively; and 

they are authorized to sell ,*w many improvements on the 

same (Jay, and to seW at ^uch intervals of days, as in thei r 

judgment will be^t «ubserve the interests of al l concerned. 

The said Sheriff* shall within ten days after such sales in 

their respective Districts make a comple te repor t of such 

sales in their respective Distr icts , by whom purchased, 

and amount paid, to the Principal Chief, and tu rn over to 

the National Treasurer all proceeds of such sales, after 

deducting five (5) per centum of all moneys collected by 

him a", his fees and all expenses as contemplated by this 

act . 

Eighth . Should any purchaser die before any install

ment is paid, his heirs or legal representat ives shall be 

vested with the same r ight and be required to assume the 

i»me liabilities as the deceased purchaser , as regards the 

improvements purchased and the installments unpaid. 

Ninth . In order to givo all the citizen» competent to 

buy under this act, an equal chance to make their selec

tions from the improvements to be sold, the National 

Treasurer is directed, as soon as his report upon improve

ments forfeited by intruders is made to the Principal 

Chief, to prepare from such report , and from any other 

available sources, as fall a description of all such improve

ments as practicable, including kind, extent , condition 

and locatiou; and to have five hundred (500) copies of ! 
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of such description, in both English and Cherokee, printed 

and distributed throughout the Nation for general infor

mation. The Piincipal Ohief shall furnish certified copies 

of all intruder improvements made since August 11, 1886, 

to such Sheriffs as will come within their Districts, from 

which such Sheriff shall make his saless, as required by 

this act. 

Be it further enacted, That the said Sheriffs, before 

et.UM'uio upon their duties, and for the faithful perform

ance of the same, as above imposed, shall file with the 

Principal Chief an additional bond with surities satisfac

tory to the Principal Chi?f. The bond of the Sheriffs of 

Cooweei'-oowee, Delaware and Sequoyah Districts shall 

he twenty-five thousand ($25,000) dollars each, and that 

of the Sheriffs of the remaining Districts ten thousand 

dollars each. 

Be it further enacted, That after the first installment 

is paid by any purchaser of such improvements, he shall 

be placed in posesssion of such improvement by the Sheriff, 

Should there be found a citizen of the Cherokee Nat ion, 

in possession of such improvement bought, the Sheriff 

shall, without further proceeding, eject such citizen for 

this o u r p c e . 

Be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of the 

Principal Chief to furnish to each of the District Clerks 

a list of the names of all persons who have been expelled 

from this Nation as intruders, and no permit shall be 

issued by any Clerk in favor of any such persons t inder 
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penalty of the immediate removal of such Clerk from 

office. 

Passed the Senate September 80, 1895. 

C. W. WLLLEY, T. J. MONROE, 

Clerk of Senate. Pres. of Senate pro. tem. 

Concuried in by the Council, this, the 30th day of 

September, 1895, with the following amendment: In 

Section two, in lines 7 ami 8, s t r ike out "one-hundred 

and s ix ty ." and insert in lieu thereof, "one-hundred." In 

Section 3, in line 3, insert " annua l " between , .equal" and 

" ins ta l lments ," In Section 6. in lines 6 and 7, s tr ike out 

"one-hundred and s ix ty , " and inseit in lieu thereof -'one-

hundred ," also. 

Be it further enacted, Tha t any person, a citizen of 

the Cherokee Nation, by misrepresentat ion to f i e Sheriff 

us to the iand occupied or enclosed by him or her, shall 

purchase any improvement sold by the Sheriff under the 

provision* of this act, shall forfeit all instal lments paid, 

and the Sheriff shall re-se.l as other int ruder improve

ments. 

J - h- I>'ek, B I R D J O N E S , 

Clerk of Council. Speaker of Council. 

Amendment Concurred in. 

C. VV. WILLEY, 0 , L . W A S H B O U K N 

Clerk of Senate. P r e s iden t of Senate pro tem. 

Approved October 1st, 1895. 

C. J . H A R R I S , 

Pr incipal Chief 0 . N. 



AN ACT 

To Amend an Act Relating to Improve

ments of intruders. 

B E IT ENACTBD BT THE NATIONAL COUNCIL: 

That the Act of the National Council, approved Sep

tember, 30 1895, authorizing the sale of certain intruder 

improvements, be, and the same is hereby so amended 

tha t the Sheriffs of the several Districts are hereby author

ized and required to sell all the improvements of in

truder,-, who have been paid for the same, by the National 

Treasurer, by authori ty of the Cherokee Nation, under 

the terms, regulations and conditions specified in said Act 

to govern the sale of intruder improvements. In line 

seven, after the word "Treasu re r " insert the following: 

"and who shall have been tendered pay by the same, to

gether with all other improvements erected or made on 

the public domain of the Cherokee Nation by intruders 

since August 11, 1886. Provided, That in case a suit, or 

suits at law shall become necessary in order to obtain 

possession of any improvements so sold, the Principal 

Chief shall be authorized and empowered to employ such 
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legal assistance as he may deem to be required, at the e x 

pense of the Nation, and to make repor t of his proceeding 

under this act to the National Council at its next session." 

Passed the Senate Dec. 21st,.1895. 

BROWN HITCHCOCK, SAMUEL SMITH, 

Clerk of Senate. President of Senate. 

Concurred in by the Council Dec. 2ls t , 1895. 

JOHN E. LEACH, JOHNSON SIMMONS, 

Clerk of Council. Speaker of Council 

Approved Dec. 21st, 1895. 

S. H. MAYES, 

Principal Chief, C. N . 

An Act, 

To amend an act entit led "an act to amend an act relat ing 

to improvements of In t ruders" approved Dec. 21st,1895 

Be it enacted by the National Council: 

That the act entitled "an act to amend an act relat ing 

to improvements of I n t r u d e r s " approved Dec. 21st. 1895, 

be so amended as to read as follows: "Tha t the act of the 

National Council approved Oct. 1st, 189 5, authorizing the 

sale of certain In t ruder improvements, be and the same is 

hereby amended that the sheriffs of the severel Districts 

are hereby authorized and required to sell all the improve

ments of In t ruders in tbe i r respective Districts, who have 
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been paid by the Treasurer of the Cherokee Nation the 

appraised value of the same as provided in an act of Cou-

gress approved Mai'Ch 3rd, 1893, and who have been ten

dered payment for the -«ame together with all others im

provements erected on the public domain of the Cheroke9 

Nation by In t ruders since August 11th, 1886, and the I n 

t ruder improvements by this act authorized to be sold by 

the said sheriffs, shall be sold upon the same terms and 

under the same conditions and regulations which are re

quired to govern the sale of In t ruder improvements in and 

bj' the act hereby amended approved Oct. 1st, 1895. Pro

vided, That in case a suit or suits at law shall become 

necessary to obtain possession of any improvements so 

sold the Principal Chief shall be authorized-and empower

ed to employ such legal assistance and contract such other 

necessary expenses as he may deem to be required at the 

expense of the Nation and to make report oi his proceed

ings under this act to the National Council at its next 

session. Provided Father , Thai in case suits are instituted 

in the United States courts for the Indian Terr i tory by the 

purchasers of that class of improvements held by In t ruders 

made prior to August 11th. 1886, appraised in accordance 

with the act of Congress approved March 3rd, 1893, and 

the amount for which said improvements was appraised 

was rejected by the In t rude r in possession thereof. The 

Treasurer of the Cherokee Nation is authorized and d i 

rected in the name of the Plaintiff of the suit to teoder the 

amount for which said improvement was appraised into 
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the court of which said suit is instituted subject to the ac

tion of said court. 

All laws or par ts of laws inconsistent with this act are 

hereby repealed. 

Passed the Senate April 2nd, 1896. 

RICHARD M. W O W E E, L . COOKSON 

Clerk of Senate. President of Senate P ro . Tem. 

Concurred in by the Council April 2iui, 1896 

JOHN R. LEACH, JOHN W. SHARP 

Clerk of Council. Speaker of Council Pro. Tem. 

Approved April 3 rd, 1896 S. H, MAYfiS, 

Principal Chief C. N. 

SENATE BILL No. 41. 

An Act to Amend an Act Relating to Im-
ments of Intruders. 

Be it Enacted by the National Council: 

That the Act entitled "An Act to Amend an Act R e 

lating to Improvements , " Approved December 21 , 1895, 

approved April 23,1896, be amended by s t r ik ing out of 

said act the following language: "Prov ided further that 

in case suits are instituted in the United States court, for 

the Indian Ter r i to iy , by the purchase of that class of im

provements, held by intruders, made pr ior to August 11, 
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1896, approved in accordance with the act of Congress, 

Approved March 3, 1893; and the amounts for which said 

improvements were appraised wero rejected by the in

t ruder in possession thereof,the Treasurer of the Cherokee 

Nation is authorized and directed in the name of the 

plaintiff of the suit to tender the amount for which said 

improvement was appraised into the court of which said 

suit was instituted, subject to the action of said court." 

Be it further enacted by the National Council, That 

the Treasurer be, and he is hereby authorized and direct

ed to refuse payment to that class of intruders whose im

provements were appraised, and who refused the appra is -

ed value when tendered by the Treasurer, as provided in 

act of the National Council approved September 20, 1895. 

Passed the Senate December 4, 1896. 

I BROWN HITCHCOCK:, SAMUEL SMITH, 

Asst. Clerk of Senate. President of Senate. 

Passed the Council December 5, 1896. 

J O H N R. L E A C H , JOHNSON SIMMONS, 

Clerk of Council. Speaker ot Council. 

Approved December 5, 1896. 

WASH SWIMMER, 

Assistant and Acting Principal Chief C. N. 
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