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milled within the Indian boundaries. (a)

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United
States of America, in Congress assembled, That if any Indian, or other
person or persons, shall, within the United States, and within any town,
district, or territory, belonging to any nation or nations, tribe or tribes, of
Indians, commit any crime, offence, or misdemeanor, which, if committed
in any place or district of country under the sole and exclusive jurisdiction of the United States, would, by the laws of the United States,
be punished with death, or any other punishment, every such offender,
on being thereof convicted, shall suffer the like punishment as is provided by the laws of the United States for the like offences, if committed
within any place or district of country under the sole and exclusive jurisdiction of the United States.
SEC. 2. And be itfurther enacted, That the superior courts in each of
the territorial districts, and the circuit courts and other courts of the
United States, of similar jurisdiction in criminal causes, in each district
of the United States, in which any offender against this act shall be first
apprehended or brought for trial, shall have, and are hereby invested
with, full power and authority to hear, try, and punish, all crimes,
offences, and misdemeanors, against this act; such courts proceeding
therein in the same manner as if such crimes, offences, and misdemeanors,
had been committed within the bounds of their respective districts: Provided, That nothing in this act shall be so construed as to affect any
treaty now in force between the United States and any Indian nation, or
to extend to any offence committed by one Indian against another, within
any Indian boundary.
SEC. 3. And be it further enacted, That the President of the United
States, and the governor of each of the territorial districts, where any
offender against this act shall be apprehended or brought for trial, shall
have, and exercise, the same powers, for the punishment of offences
against this act, as they can severally have and exercise by virtue of the
fourteenth and fifteenth secti ns of an act, entitled "An act to regulate
tradeand intercourse with the Indian tribes, and to preserve peace on the
frontiers," passed thirtieth March, one thousand eight hundred and two,
for the punishment of offences therein described.
APPROVED, March 3, 1817.
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STATUTE II.

CHAP. XCIII.--In Act to incorporate the subscribers to certain banks inthe Dis- March 3, 1817.
trict of Columbia, and to prevent the circulation of the notes of unincorporated
associationswithin the said district.
Farmers
Be it enacted by the Senate and Hlouse of .Representatives of the United Mechanics'

and

States of America,in Congress assembled, That, from and after the pas- Bank ofGeorgesage of this act, all those persons who shall hold any share of the joint
(a) Congress have power to regulate commerce among the Indian tribes, which affords a wide scope
for legislation. Under a similar power as regards foreign relations, Congress have passed non inter.
United
course acts, acts laying enhargoes,and other acts which are admitted to be constitutional.
States v. Baily, 1 McLean's C. C. R. 234.
Congress have a right to select the means which have a direct relation to the object, in the regulation of commerce with the Indians. Such are the provisions of the act of 1802. Ibid.
But Congress cannot under this investure of power exercise a general jurisdiction over an Indian territory within a state. In a territory of the United States, in which Congress possesses legislative power,
there can be no objection to the exercise of the power. Ihid.
Congress cannot punish for an offence, within the Indian territory, in a state, which has no relation
to the Indians, and which cannot affect their commerce. Ibid.
The act of March 3, 1817, ch. 92, which assumes to exercise a general jurisdiction over Indian
countries, within a state,is unconstitutional and of no effect. Ibid.
The crime of murder, charged against a white man for killing another white man in the Cherokee
country, within the State of Tennessee,cannot be punished in the courts of the United States. Ibid.
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stock, or funds, created in pursuance of certain articles of association,
made and entered into on the first Monday in February, in the year
eighteen hundred and fourteen, between sundry persons forming a company of limited partnership, under the name and style of the president
and directors of the Farmers and Mechanics' Bank of Georgetown, and
their successors, being stockholders as aforesaid, shall be, and they are
hereby, incorporated and made a body corporate and politic, by the name
and style of the "Farmers and Mechanics' Bank of Georgetown;" and
as such shall continue until the first day of January, one thousand eight
hundred and twenty-two, and by that name may sue and be sued, implead
and be impleaded, answer and be answered, defend and be defended, in
courts of record, and any other place whatsoever; and by that name may
have and hold, purchase, receive, possess, enjoy, and retain, lands, rents,
tenements, hereditaments, goods, chattels, and effects, of what nature,
kind, or quality soever, and the same may sell, grant, demise, alien, and
dispose of, and by that name shall have, during the continuance of this
act, succession, and may make, have, and use, a common seal, and the
same may break, alter, and renew at pleasure; and shall have power to
ordain, establish, and put in execution, such by-laws, ordinances, and
regulations, as shall seem necessary and convenient for the government
of said corporation, not being contrary to law, nor the constitution thereof;
and generally to do and execute all acts necessary or proper for the objects of said incorporation; subject to the rules, regulations, restrictions,
limitations, and provisions herein described and declared.
Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the capital stock of the said
bank shall consist of five hundred thousand dollars, money of the United
States, to be divided into shares of twenty-five dollars each.
SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That the said bank shall transact
its business in Georgetown.

SEC. 4. And be it further enacted, That the affairs of the said bank
shall be conducted by twelve directors and a president, whose place, if
chosen from among their number, shall be supplied by that body. Six
of the directors, with the president, shall form a hoard or quorum, for
transacting all the business of the company; but the ordinary discounts
may be done by the president and three directors. In case of his sickness, or necessary absence, his place may be supplied by any director
whom he, by writing under his hand, may nominate for that purpose; or,
in case of his not making such nomination, the board may appoint a
president, to act during his absence. The president and directors who
may be in office under the said articles of association, at the time of the
passage of this act, shall continue in office under and by virtue of this
act of incorporation, until others shall be duly chosen in their stead. No
person shall be a director, or president, who is not a citizen of the United States, and a stockholder; and a director, ceasing to be a stcckholder,
shall cease to be a director; and no person, a director of another bank,
shall be a director of this bank. Every stockholder, being a citizen of
Votes accord- the United States, shall be entitled to vote, by himself, his agent or proxy,
ing to shares.
appointed under his hand and seal, at all elections in virtue of this act;
and shall have as many votes as he shall have shares, as far as thirty shares;
and from thirty to sixty, one vote for every two shares; and one vote
for every five shares thereafter. No person, who is not a citizen of the UniProviso; this ted States, shall be entitled to vote in any election of this corporation;
section may be Provided, nevertheless, that this section may, at any time hereafter, be alalere
tered or amended by Congress, in such manner as they may see fit, so as
gress.
tered or amended by Congress, in such manner as they may see fit, so as
to provide for an annual rotation of directors.
Annual elecSEC. 5. And be it further enacted, That a general meeting of stockholdtion of direc- ers of the said bank shall be holden on the first Monday of July, in the
year eighteen hundred and seventeen, and on the first Monday of July
Thle pretRident

in every year thereafter, at such place as the president and directors shall

FOURTEENTH CONGRESS.

SEss. II. CH. 93.

1817.

385

appoint, by giving four weeks' notice in two or more of the newspapers
of the district, for the purpose of electing directors for the ensuing year,
who shall meet on the day succeeding their election, and shall immediately proceed to choose a president; and the president and directors, for
the time being, shall continue in office until others shall be duly elected
in their places, and be organized, by the assembling of a quorum, and
the choice of a president. At all elections, the persons having the
greatest number of votes shall be deemed to be chosen. All elections
shall be held under the superintendence of the president of the bank, for
the time being, and four stockholders, not being at the time directors,
appointed by the board of directors, any three of whom shall be the judges
thereof. They shall immediately thereafter notify the persons elected,
to meet the ensuing day at the bank, and shall make a return of persons
elected, at their first meeting. Should two or more persons have the
same number of votes, the other individuals, elected directors, shall determine by ballot, from among said persons, who shall be the director or
directors. All elections shall be opened at ten o'clock in the forenoon,
and close at three in the afternoon.
Powers of the
SEC. 6. And be it further enacted, That the president and directors
shall have full power to make, revise, alter, and annul, all such rules, directors.
orders, by-laws, and regulations, for the government of said corporation,
and that of its officers, servants, and affairs, as they shall from time to
time think expedient; and to use, employ, and dispose of, the capital
stock, funds, and property, of said bank, for the interest and benefit of
the stockholders, subject only to the restrictions herein contained; but
six per cent.
the said bank shall not take for discounting, any bill or note, more than
fo
at the rate of six per centum per annum, upon the amount due by such d iscoaunts
bill or note.
bank
SEC. 7. And be it further enacted, That all promissory notes, bills of Effectof
c
exchange, drafts, checks and receipts, for the payment of money, made on notes, & behalf of said bank, signed by the president, and countersigned and
attested by the cashier, shall be obligatory on the said body corporate,
and shall possess the like qualities as to negotiability, and the holders
thereof shall have the like actions thereupon, as if such promissory notes,
bills of exchange, drafts, checks, or receipts, had been made by, or on
behalf of, a natural person.
Booksc in
SEC. 8. And be it further enacted, That the books, papers, correspondence, and funds, of the bank shall, at all times, be subject to the spection of directors.
inspection of the directors.
andof
Cashier
directors
and
president
the
That
enacted,
further
SEC. 9. And be it
officers
other
shall have power to appoint a cashier, and all other officers and servants, the banks, &c.
for executing the business of said bank, and to establish the compensaNo compention to be made to the president, and all other officers or servants of the
said bank, respectively, but no compensation shall be given to a di- sation to a director for his services, except by a vote of the stockholders in a general rector except,
meeting.
president
Thedirectors
SEC. 10. And be it further enacted, That the president and directors and
shall have power to call a general meeting of the stockholders, for pur- empowered to
poses concerning the interest of the bank, giving at least six weeks' call general
meetings of
notice in one or more of the newspapers of the district, specifying in such stockholders.
notice the object or objects of such meeting.
Shares transSEC. 11. And be it further enacted, That the shares of the capital
stock at any time owned by an individual stockholder, shall be transfer-era
able only on the books of the bank, according to such rules as may,
conformably to law, be established in that behalf by the president and
Debts of
direc'ors; but all debts actually due and payable to the bank (days of
to
grace for payment being passed) by a stockholder requesting a transfer,t stockhlders
be paid before
must be satisfied before such transfer shall be made, until the president transfer of
stock.
and directors shall direct to the contrary.
2 K
Vo,.. II!.-49
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Half yearly
SEC. 12. And be it further enacted, That the dividends of the profits
dividends of the company, or so much of said profits as shall be deemed expedient
and proper, shall be declared half yearly in the first week in July and
January, in each year; the amount of said dividend shall, from time to
Dividendsnot time, be determined by the president and directors, and shall in no case
toimpaircapital exceed the amount of the net profits actually acquired by the company,
stock.
so that the capital stock of said company shall never be impaired by
dividends.
Directors
SEC. 13. And be it further enacted, That, if the said directors shall,
knowingly declaring diviat any time, wilfully and knowingly make or declare any dividend which
dends that im- shall impair the said capital stock, all the directors present at the makpair the capital ing or declaring of said dividend, and consenting thereto, shall be liable,
thk inldieidual in their individual capacities, to the company for the amount or proporcapacities.
tion of said capital stock so divided by the said directors; and each
director, who shall be present at the making or declaring of such
dividend, shall be deemed to have consented thereto, unless he shall
immediately enter, in writing, his dissent on the minutes of the proceedings of the board, and give notice thereof to the Secretary of the
Treasury of the United States.
Restrictions
SEC. 14. And be it further enacted, That the bank shall, in no case,buy
and sell the funded debt of the United States, or of any state, or be owning, trading,&c. crs of any ships or vessels, or directly or indirectly be concerned in
tnbheinbakells

trade, or the importation, exportation, purchase or sale of any goods,
wares, or merchandise whatever, except bills of exchange, or bullion, and
such ships, vessels, goods, wares, or merchandise, as shall be truly pledged to them by way of security, for debts due, owing, or growing due
Proviso; as to to the said bank, or purchased by it to secure such debts: Provided,
thoe fnded debt nevertheless, That the said bank may sell and dispose of either the whole
now held by the
bank.
or any part of the funded debt of the United States, which it now
holds.
The bank not
to purchase or
hold lands, ex-

SEC. 15. And be it further enacted, That the said bank shall not

Number of

SEC. 17. And be it firther enacted, That if any number of stock-

purchase or hold lands, tenements, or other real estate, other than what
cept forthecon- may be necessary for. the convenient transaction of its business, unless
venient transacsuch lands,tenements, and real estates, shall have been bona fide mortgagtionoft l usiness, ed to the bank by way of security, or conveyed to it in satisfaction of
or by way of
security, &c.
debts previously contracted in the course of dealings, or purchased to
secure debts contracted with, or due to, the bank; and in every instance
in which the bank may become the owners or claimants of lands, tenements, or real estates, thepresident and directors are empowered to sell or
dispose of the same, in such manner as they may deem beneficial for the
said bank.
The directors
SEc. 16. And be it further enacted, That if any vacancies shall, at any
to fill vacancies
in that body.
time, happen among the directors, by death, resignation, or otherwise,
the rest of the directors, for the time being, shall elect a director to fill
the vacancy.
stockholders
holders, not less than twenty, who shall be proprietors of not less than
hoermay
call
a
four thousand shares, may, for any purposes relative to the institution, at
general meeting.

any time, apply to the president and directors to call a general meeting

of the stockholders; and if by them refused, the said number of stockholders, proprietors of not less than the number of shares aforesaid, shall
have power to call a general meeting of the stockholders, giving at least
sixty days' notice in two or more of the public newspapers of the district,
specifying in such notice the object or objects of such call.
Corporation
SEC. 18. And be it further enacted, That in case it should at any
not dissolvedby
time happen that an election of directors should not be made on any
a failure to
choose direc- day when, pursuant to this act, it ought to have been made, the said cortors on the day poration shall not for that cause be deemed to be dissolved, but it shall be

appointed, &c. lawful on any other day to hold and make an election of directors, at a
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meeting to be called in such manner as shall be prescribed by the laws
and ordinances of said corporation.
the The president
SEC. 19. And be it firther enacted, That it shall be the duty of
and directors
ound to exhiMonday
first
the
on
exhibit,
to
bank
said
the
of
directors
and
president
debts, bit a statement
in January, in each year, or oftener if required, a statement of the of
the of debts,
credits, and funds of the bank, to the Secretary of the Treasury
credits an
immediately
Congress,
to
state
to
be
also
shall
it
duty
United States,whose
thereafter, his opinion as to the solidity of said bank, and the causes

of danger, if any, arising from the improper management thereof.
SEC. 20. And be it further enacted, That if the said bank shall at
any time fail or refuse to pay, on demand, any bill, note or obligation
required,
issued by said bank, in lawful currency of the United States, if
required,
if
currency,
like
in
demand
on
pay
to
or shall neglect or refuse
any moneys received by said bank on deposit, to the person or persons
any
entitled to receive the same, then and in such case the holder of
receive
and
demand
to
persons
or
person
the
or
such note, bill, or obligation,
and
such deposit as aforesaid, shall respectively be entitled to receive
annum,
per
centum
per
ten
of
rate
the
at
same
the
on
recover interest
And
from the time of demand until the same be fully paid and satisfied.
declare
further, It shall be lawful for Congress forthwith to revoke and
this charter null and void.
SEc. 21. And be it further enacted, That unless the president and
directors, for the time being, of the said bank, on the part of the stockholders, file their declaration in writing in the office of the Secretary of

bank, to the

Secretary of the
Treasurly nc.
case of refusal
by the bank to
pay in lawulc

President and
to file
directors
a declaration

accepting the

act, charter, &c.
the Treasury, within thirty days from the time of passing this
terms
the
upon
act,
this
by
granted
charter
the
accepting
assenting to and
or effect,
and conditions herein expressed, this act shall have no force
and the charter hereby granted shall be void.
Capital limitof the
SEC. 22. And. be it further enacted, That if the whole amount
of stock
amount
before
or
on
in,
capital aforesaid of said bank, shall not have been paid
and paid in on the
hundred
eight
thousand
one
year
the
in
January,
of
day
first
the
sum which shall first of Jan.,
nineteen, then the capital stock shall be limited to the
1819, &c.
at that time be paid in, and the books of subscription be thenceforth
and
president
the
of
duty
the
be
shall
it
which
after
closed immediately,
of
directors to certify to the Secretary of the Treasury the whole amount
the capital of said bank so paid in.
Bank
SEC. 23. And [be] itfurther enacted, That all those persons, their legal ofCentral
Georgetown
representatives and assigns, who have heretofore subscribed certain artiunder incorporated
cles of association, and formed a company or limited partnership,
Bank
Central
"
the
of
directors
and
the name and style of the president
be, and they
of Georgetown and Washington," and their successors, shall
thereof, and
are hereby incorporated with the like capital, and limitation
them,
electing
of
manner
and
time
and
directors,
of
with the like number
the Farmers
and a president, as is hereinbefore provided in relation to
hereand Mechanics' Bank of Georgetown, and with only the difference
Georgetown
of
Bank
Central
said
the
in specially provided and set forth,
be suband Washington, and the president and directors thereof, shall
and
impositions,
and
conditions,
regulations,
ject to the rules, duties,
as a body corbe vested with the like rights, privileges, and immunities,
of Georgeporate, as appertain to the said Farmers and Mechanics' Bank
again
herein
were
act
this
of
provisions
town, and as if all the general
Bank
repeated and enacted, with express reference to the said Central
Washington.
and
of Georgetown
Bank of the
SEC. 24. And be it further enacted, That all those persons, their legal
representatives and assigns, who have heretofore subscribed certain arti- corporated.
under
cles of association, and formed a company, or limited partnership, of the
the name and style of the " President and Directors of the Bank
Metropolis," and their successors, shall be, and are hereby, incorporated,
of diwith the like capital and limitation thereof, with the like number
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rectors, and time and manner of electing them, and a president, as is
hereinbefore provided in relation to the Farmers and Mechanics' Bank
of Georgetown, and with only the difference herein specially provided
and set fbrth. The said Bank of the Metropolis, and the president and
directors thereof, shall be subject to the like rules, duties, regulations,
conditions and impositions, and be vested with the like rights, privileges
and immunities, as a body corporate, as appertain to the Farmers and Mechanics' Bank of Georgetown, and as if all the general provisions of this
act were herein again repeated and enacted with express reference to the
said Bank of the Metropolis.
Patriotic
SEC. 25. And be it further enacted, That all those persons, their legal
Bank of Washington incorrepresentatives and assigns, who have heretofore subscribed certain artiporated.
cles of association, and formed a company or limited partnership, under
the name and style of the "Patriotic Bank of Washington," and their
successors, shall be, and are hereby, incorporated, with the like capital
and limitation thereof, the like number of directors, and time and manner of electing them, and a president, as is hereinbefore provided in
relation to the Farmers and Mechanics' Bank of Georgetown, and with
only the difference herein specially provided and set forth, the said Patriotic Bank of Washington, and the president and directors thereof, shall
be subject to the rules, duties, regulations, conditions and impositions,
and be vested with the like rights, privileges and immunities, as a body
corporate, as appertain to the Farmers and Mechanics' Bank of Georgetown, and as if all the general provisions of this act were herein again
repeated and enacted, with express reference to the said Patriotic Bank
of Washington.
Real Estate
SEC. 26. And be it further enacted, That all those persons, their legal
Bank
of
the
representatives
and assigns, who have heretofore subscribed certain articles
United States.
incorporated.
of association, and formed a company or limited partnership, under the
name and style of the "President and directors of the Real Estate Bank
of the United States," and their successors, shall be, and are hereby, incorporated, under the name and style of the " Franklin Bank of Alexandria," with the like capital and limitation thereof, with the like number of
directors, and time and manner of electing them, and a president, as is
hereinbefore provided in relation to the Farmers and Mechanics' Bank
of Georgetown; and with only the difference herein specially provided
and set tbrth,, the said Franklin Bank of Alexandria, and president and
directors thereof, shall be subject to the like rules, duties, regulations,
conditions and impositions, and be vested with the like rights, privileges
and immunities, as a body corporate, as appertain to the Farmers and
Mechanics' Bank of Georgetown, and as if all the general provisions of
this act were herein again repeated and enacted with express reference
to the said Franklin Bank of Alexandria.
Union Bank
SEC. 27. And be itfurther enacted, That all those persons, their legal
or Alexandria
representatives and assigns, who have heretofore subscribed certain artiincorporated.
les of association, and formed a company or limited partnership, under
the name and style of the " Union Bank of Alexandria," and their successors, shall be, and are hereby, incorporated, with the like capital and
limitation thereof, the like number of directors, and time and manner of
electing them, and a president, as is hereinbefore provided in relation to
the Farmers and Mechanics' Bank of Georgetown; and with only the
difference herein specially provided and set forth, the said Union Bank of
Alexandria, and the president and directors thereof, shall be subject to
the duties, rules, regulations, conditions and impositions, and be vested
with the like rights, privileges, and immunities, as a body corporate, as
appertain to the Farmers and Mechanics' Bank of Georgetown, and as
if all the general provisions of this act were herein again repeated and
enacted, with express reference to the said Union Bank of Alexandria.
SEC. 28. And be it further enacted, That nothing in this act contained,
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shall be construed to exonerate or discharge any member of any of the
aforesaid associations, or the funds thereof, from any liability to creditors
under any existing contract, or on account of any note, bill, or obligation,
issued or in existence when this act shall take effect, but such liability
shall remain in relation to all such notes, bills, obligations, or contracts,
as if this act had not been passed.
SEC. 29. And be it further enacted, That from and after the fourth
day of April next, it shall not be lawful for any unchartered banking
company, or any association, partnership, or company of individuals,
within the District of Columbia, to discount any notes, or other securities, for the payment of money, or to issue notes or bills, whether payable to order or bearer, or any other securities, promises or orders, for
the payment of money or stock; and every member, officer, or agent, of
any such company, or associate or partner of any such association or
partnership, shall be held to be guilty of a misdemeanor, and for every
such offence, upon conviction thereof, may be fined in a sum not less
than one hundred dollars, nor more than five hundred dollars.
SEC. 30. And be it further enacted, That whoever, as president, cashier,
or agent, of any such company, or as associate or partner of any such
association or partnership, shall, after the said fourth day of April next,
sign, countersign, or endorse, any such note, bill, or security, contrary
to the provisions of this act, shall, in addition to the aforesaid penalties,
be held to be guilty of a high misdemeanor, and may be imprisoned for
a period not less than three, nor more than twelve, months, at the dIscretion of a jury.
SEC. 31. And be it further enacted, That all drafts, bills, or other
securities, for the payment of money, discounted contrary to the provisions of this act, whether the same be payable to any such company,
association or partnership, or to any person, as agent or trustee for such
company, association or partnership, or for the benefit thereof, and all
contracts, bonds, deeds, penal or single bills, or other instrument, given
to reimburse or indemnify any person for any payment or responsibility
incurred by such person for any debt contracted by any dealing, contrary
to the true intent and meaning of this act, shall be, and the same are
hereby declared to be utterly void to all intents and purposes.
SEC. 32. And be it further enacted, That if any person, as president,
cashier, teller, or other officer, or agent of any such banking company,
or as associate or partner in any such association, or partnership, shall,
from and after the said fourth day of April next, issue or pass into circulation any such note, bill, draft, or other security, hereby prohibited to be
issued, together with every person assenting thereto, shall be deemed and
taken to have incurred the penalties of this act, notwithstanding the note,
bill, or other security, so issued, may have been signed, countersigned,
and endorsed, before the commencement of this act.

Nothing in
this act to exonerate the
members of the
associations incorporated, &c.
from liability to
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existing contracts.
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banking companies prohibited after the 4th
of April, 1817.
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1817.

APPROVED, March 3, 1817.
STATUTE

CHAP. XCIV.-.-n dct making further provisionfor repairingthe public buildings, and improving the public square.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United
States of America, in Congress assembled, That for the purpose of repairing the public buildings, a sum not exceeding one hundred thousand
dollars be, and the same is hereby, appropriated, to be applied, by the
commissioner, under the direction of the President of the United States.
SEC. 2. And be it further enacted, That for the purpose of completing
the enclosure and improvement of the public square, near the capitol, a
sum not exceeding thirty-eight thousand six hundred and fifty-eight dol2

i

2,

II.

March 3, 1817.
[Obsolete.]
100,000 dolls.
appropriated
for repairing the
public buildings.
38,658 dolls.
appropriated for
completing the

