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FIFTY-SECOND CONGRESS. Sgess. I. Cn. 265. 1892,

CHAP. 265.—An act to authorize the construction of a bridge across the Savan-
nah River.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United
States of America in Congress assembled, That the assent of the United
States of America is hereby given to the Middle Georgia and Atlantie
Railway Company, a corporation incorporated by the laws of the State
of Georgia, its.successors and assigus, and such other persons as may
be associated with it, to constrnct and maintain a bridge over the
Savannah River from the main land to Hutchinson Island, in the county
of Chatham. ;

SEC. 2. That the bridge shall be so constructed, by draw-span or
otherwise, that a free and unobstructed passage may be secured to all
vessels and other water craft navigating said river. - That any bridge
constructed under this act shall be built and located under and subject
to such regulations for the security of navigation of said river as the
Secretary of War shall prescribe; and to secure that object the said
company shall submit to the Secretary of War, for his examination
and approval, the design and drawings of the bridge, piers, and
approaches, and a map of the location, giving, for the space of at
least one mile above and one mile below the proposed location, the
topography of the banks of the river, the shore lines at high water
and at low water, and the direction and strength of the currents at
all stages, and the soundings, aecurately showing the bed of the
stream, and the location of other bridge or bridges, wharves, landings,
or ferries, and shall furnish such other information as shall be required
for a full and satisfactory understanding of the subject; and until said
plan and location of the bridge are approved by the Secretary of War
the bridge shall not be commenced or built, and after such approval by
the Secretary of War the approved plans and designs for the bridge
shall not be deviated from or added to either during the construction
or after the completion of the bridge until the proposed change shall
have been submitted to the Secretary of War and received his approval;
and the said bridge shall be at all times so kept and managed as to
offer reasonable and proper means forthe passage of vessels through or
under said bridge, and if said bridge be built with a draw said draw
shall be opened promptly upon reasonable signal for the passage of
boats or other craft, and the said company or corporation shall maintain,
at its own expense, from sSunset to sunrise, such lights or other signals
on said bridge as the Light-House Board slkall prescribe; and if at any
time the navigation of said river shall in any manner be obstructed or
impaired by the bridge authorized by this act to be constructed, the
Secretary of War shall have authority, and it shall be his duty, to re
quire said company to alter and change said bridge, at its own expense,
in such manner as may be proper to secure free and complete naviga-
tion without impediment; and if upon reasonable notice to said com-
pany, its successors or assigns, to make such change or improvements,
the said company fails to do so, the Secretary of War shall have
authority to make the same, and shall thereupon institute proceedings
in the circuit court of the United Statesin and for the district in which
any part of said bridge may be located for the recovery of the cost
thereef: Provided, also, That nothing in this act shall be so construed
as to repeal or modify any of the provisions of law now existing in ref-
erence to the protection of the navigation of rivers, or to exempt this
bridge from the operations of the same.

Sec. 3. That any bridge built under this act and subject to its limi-
tations shall be a lawful structure and shall be recognized and known
as a post-route, upon which also no higher charge shall be made for
the transmission over the same of the mails, the troops and munitions
of war of the United States, or passengers or freight over said bridge
than the rate per mile paid for the transportation over the railroadsor
public highways leading to said bridge, and it shall enjoy the rights
and privileges of other post roads of the United States. And equal
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privileges in the use of said bridge shall be granted to all telegraph
and telephone companies, and the United States shall have the right
of way across said bridge and its approaches for said postal-telegraph
purposes.

SEc. 4. That all railroad companies desiring the use of said bridge
and its approaches shall have and be entitled to equal rights and priv-
ileges relative to the passage of trains over the same npon payment of
a reasonable compensation for such use; and in case the owner or own-
ers of said bridge and the several railroad companies, or any of them,
desiring such use shall fail to agree upon the sum or sums to be paid
or upon rules and conditions to which each shall eonform in using said
bridge and approaches, all matters at issue between them shall be de-
cided by the Secretary of War upon a hearing of the allegations and
proofs of the parties.

SEc. 5. That the right to alter, amend, or repeal this act is hereby
expressly reserved, and the right to require any changes in said strue-
ture, or its removal, at the expense of the owners thereof, whenever the
Secretary of War shall decide that the public inferest requires it, is
also expressly reserved.

SEc. 6. That this act shall be null and void if actonal construction of
the bridge herein authorized be not commenced within one year and
completed within three years from the date hereof.

Approved, July 27, 1892,

CHAP. 266.—An act for the establishment of additional aids to navigation in
Tampa Bay, Florida.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United
States of America in Congress assembled, That there be established in
Tampa Bay, Florida, such additional aids tonavigation as may be found
necessary by the Light-House Board, the entire cost of which shall not
exceed the sum of six thousand dellars; and the sum of six thousand
dollars, or so much thereof as may be necessary, is hereby appropriated,
out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, for the
purpose of this act.

Approved, July 27, 1892,

CHAP. 267.—An act to provide for the collection, custody, and arrangement of the
military records of the American Revolution and the war of eighteen hundred and
twelve.

‘Whereas the military records of the American Revolution and of the
war of eighteen hundred and twelve are now preserved in different
Execntive Departments of the Government and are not easily acces-
sible; and

Whereas it is important that they should be collected in one Depart-
ment, where they could be easily consulted and properly indexed snd
arranged for use: Therefore,

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United
States of America in Congress assembled, That the military records of the
American Revolution and of the war of eighteen hundred and twelve,
now preserved in the Treasury and Interior Departments, be trans-
terred to the War Department, to be preserved in the Record and Pen-
sion Division of that Department, and that they shall be properly in-
dexed and arranged for use.

Approved, July 27, 1892,
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