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CONVENTION ON PUBLICITY OF CUSTOMS DOCUMENTS

Their Excellencies the Presidents of Venezuela, Panama, United States
of America, Uruguay, Ecuador, Chile, Guatemala, Nicaragua, Costa Rica,
Brazil, Salvador, Colombia, Cuba, Paraguay, Dominican Republic, Hon
duras, Argentine Republic, and Hayti:

Being desirous that their respective countries may be represented at the
Fifth International Conference of American States, have sent thereto the
following Delegates, duly authorized to approve the recommendations, resolu
tions, conventions and treaties which they might deem advantageous to the
interests of America.

Venezuela: Pedro Cesar Dominici, Cesar Zumeta, Jose Austria;
Panama: Narciso Garay, Jose E. Lefevre;
United States of America: Henry P. Fletcher, Frank B. Kellogg, Atlee

Pomerene, Willard Saulsbury, Frank C. Partridge, George E. Vincent, Wil
liam Eric Fowler, Leo S. Rowe;

Uruguay: J. Antonio Buero, Justino Jimenez de Arechaga, Eugenio
Martinez Thedy;

Ecuador: Rafael M. Arizaga, Jose Rafael Bustamante, Alberto Munoz
Vernaza;

Chile: Agustin Edwards, Manuel Rivas Vicuna, Carlos Aldunate Solar,
Luis Barros Borgono, Emilio Bello Codesido, Antonio Huneeus, Alcibiades
Roldan, Guillermo Subercaseaux, Alejandro del Rio;

Guatemala: Eduardo Poirier, Maximo Soto Hall;
Nicaragua: Carlos Cuadra Pasas, Arturo Elizondo;
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Costa Rica: Alejandro Alvarado Quiros;
United States of Brazil: Afranio de Mello Franco, Sylvino Gurgel do

Amaral, J. de P. Rodriguez Alves, A. de Ipanema Moreira, Helio Lobo;
EI Salvador: Cecilio Bustamante;
Colombia: Guillermo Valencia, Laureano Gomez, Carlos Uribe Echeverri;
Cuba: Jose C. Vidal Caro, Carlos Garcia Velez, Aristides Agliero, Manuel

Marquez Sterling;
Paraguay: Manuel Gondra, Higinio Arbo;
Dominican Republic: Tulio M. Cestero;
Honduras: Benjamin Villaseca Mujica;
Argentine Republic: Manuel Augusto Montes de Oca, Fernando Saguier,

Manuel E. Malbran;
Hayti: Arthur Rameau.

Who, after having presented their credentials and the same having been
found in due and proper form, have agreed upon the following Convention
on Publicity of Customs Documents:

The High Contracting Parties, considering that it is of the utmost im
portance to give the greatest publicity to all customs laws, decrees, and regula
tions, agree as follows:

ARTICLE I

The High Contracting Parties agree to communicate to each other all the
laws, decrees and regulations that govern the importation or the exportation
of merchandise, as well as all laws, decrees and regulations referring to ves
sels entering into or sailing from their ports.

ARTICLE II

The High Contracting Parties agree to publish in full or in an abridged
form the laws, decrees and regulations mentioned in Art. I, which have been
communicated to them by the several American Countries that have ratified
this Convention.

ARTICLE III

The High Contracting Parties will communicate to the Central Executive
Council of the Inter Am~ricanHigh Commission the laws, decrees or regula
tions to which Art. I refers.

ARTICLE IV

The High Contracting Parties resolve to entrust to the Central Executive
Council of the Inter American High Commission the preparation of a hand
book as detailed as possible, of the customs laws, decrees, and regulations en
forced in the American countries. This handbook will be published in English,
Spanish, Portuguese and French.
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ARTICLE V

This Convention will become effective as soon as it is ratified by six Signa
tory States.

ARTICLE VI

The American countries not represented at the Fifth International Con
ference of American States may adhere to this Convention at any time. The
respective protocol will be signed in Santiago, Chile, the original texts of
this Convention being filed in the archives of the Government of the Republic
of Chile.

ARTICLE VII

The ratifications of this Convention will be deposited with the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Chile.

The Government of the Republic of Chile will notify the Signatory States,
through diplomatic channels, of the deposit of these ratifications; this notifica
tion will be equivalent to an exchange of ratifications.

ARTICLE VIII

This Convention may be denounced at any time. The denunciation must
be made to the Government of the Republic of Chile and will affect the
Government making such denouncement, one year after the date of the
notification.

ARTICLE IX

Any controversy which may arise between the High Contracting Parties
with respect to the execution or interpretation of this Convention, shall be
decided by arbitration.

This Convention is issued in Spanish, English, Portuguese and French,
each of which texts is authentic.

In witness whereof, the Delegates sign this Convention in English, Spanish,
Portuguese and French and affix the seal of the Fifth International Confer
ence of American States, in the city of Santiago, Chile, on the 3rd day of
May in the year one thousand nine hundred and twenty three.

This Convention shall be filed in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the
Republic of Chile, in order that certified copies may be made and forwarded
through appropriate diplomatic channels to each of the Signatory States.

For Venezuela:
PEDRO CESAR DOMINICI

CESAR ZUMETA

JOSE AUSTRIA

For Panama:
NARCISO GARAY

J. E. LEFEVRE

For the United States of America:
HENRY P. FLETCHER

FRANK B. KELLOGG

ATLEE POMERENE

WILLARD SAULSBURY

GEORGE E. VINCENT

FRANK C. PARTRIDGE

WILLIAM ERIC FOWLER

LEO S. ROWE
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For Uruguay:
J. ANTONIO BUERO

JUSTINO JIMENEZ DE ARECHAGA

EUGENIO MARTINEZ THEDY

For Ecuador:
RAFAEL M. ARIZAGA

JOSE RAFAEL BUSTAMANTE

ALBERTO MUNOZ VERNAZA

For Chile:
AGUSTIN EDWARDS

MANUEL RIVAS VICUNA

CARLOS· ALDUNATE SOLAR

LUIS BARROS BORGONO

EMILIO BELLO CODESIDO

ANTONIO HUNEEUS

ALCIBIADES ROLDAN

GUILLERMO SUBERCASEAUX

ALEJ ANDRO DEL RIO

For Guatemala:
EDUARDO POIRIER

MAXIMO SOTO HALL

For Nicaragua:
CARLOS CUADRA PASOS

ARTURO ELIZONDO

For Costa Rica:
ALEJANDRO ALVARADO QUIROS

For the United States of Brazil:
AFRANIO DE MELLO FRANCO

SYLVINO GURGEL DO AMARAL

J. DE P. RODRIGUEZ ALVES

A. DE IPANEMA MOREIRA

HELlO LOBO

For EI Salvador:
CECILIO BUSTAMANTE

For Colombia:
GUILLERMO VALENCIA

LAUREANO GOMEZ

CARLOS URIBE ECHEVERRI

For Cuba:
JosE C. VIDAL CARO

CARLOS GARciA VELEZ

ARISTIDES AGUERO

MANUEL MARQUEZ STERLING

For Paraguay:
MANUEL GONDRA

HIGINIO ARBO

For the Dominican Republic:
TULlO M. CESTERO

For Honduras:
BENJAMIN VILI;ASECA MUJICA

Fm the Argentine Republic:
MANUEL A. MONTES DE OCA

FERNANDO SAGUIER

MANUEL E. MALBRAN

For Hayti:
ARTURO RAMEAU


