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ConvENTION To COORDINATE, EXTEND AND ASSURE THE FULFILLMENT
oF THE ExisTiNG TREATIES BETWEEN THE AMERICAN STATES

The Governments represented at the Inter-American Conference for the
Maintenance of Peace,

Animated by a desire to promote the maintenance of general peace in their
mutual re:ations;

Appreciating the advantages derived and to be derived from the various
agreements already entered into condemning war and providing methods
for the pacific settlement of international disputes;

Recognizing the need for placing the greatest réstrictions upon resort to
war; and

Believing that for this purpose it is desirable to conclude a new convention
to coordinate, extend and assure the fulfillment of existing agreements, have
appointed plenipotentiaries as follows:

1 The U.S. declaration reads as follows:

“The United States of America holds that the reservations to this Convention do not
constitute an amendment to the text, but that such reservations, interpretations, and
definitions by separate governments are solely for the benefit of such respective govern-
ments and are not intended to be controlling upon the United States of America.”

?Date of deposit of 11th instrument of ratification (see art. 8).
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Argentina:
CaArLOS SAAVEDRA LAMAs,
RoBerTO M. ORTIZ,
Micuer ANGEL CARCANO,
JosE Maria CanTiLO,
FerLIPE A. EspiL,
LeoroLpo MELo,
Ismoro Ruiz MoRreNoO,
DANIEL ANTOKOLETZ,
CARLOS BREBBIA,
CEsar Diaz CisNEROS.

Paraguay:
MIGUEL ANGEL SOLER,
J. Isbro RAMIREZ.

Honduras:

AnTonto BErMUDEZ M.,
JuLiAN LérEZ PINEDA.

Costa Rica:

Maxver F. JIMENEZ,
CaRLOS BRENES.

Venezuela:
CAraccioLO PARRA PEREZ,
GusTAVO HERRERA,
ALBERTO Z£REGA FOMBONA.

Peru:
Carros CoNcHA,
AvrLBeERTO ULLOA,
FeLipe Barrepa Laos,
D16MEDES ARIAS SCHREIBER.

El Salvador:

MaNUEL CASTRO RAMIREZ,
MaximiLiano PaTricio BRANNON

Mexico:

Francisco CAsTILLO NAJERA,

AvrLronso REYES,

Rarén BETETA,

Juax MaNUEL ALVAREZ DEL
CasTiLLO.

Brazil:

Jost Carros DE MACEDO SOARES,

OswALDO ARANHA,

Jost pE PAuLa RODRIGUES ALVES,

Herio Loso,

HrLpesranpo PoMpeu Prvro
AccioLy,

Epyunpo pa Luz PiNTo,

RoBerTO CARNEIRO DE
MENDONGA,

Rosarmva Coerzo LisBoA DE
MiLLER,

Maria Luiza BITTENCOURT.

Uruguay:

Jost EsPALTER,

Pepro ManiNi Rios,

Evucenio MarTiNEZ THEDY,
Juan AnTonio Buero,

FeLIPE FERREIRO,

AnprEs F. Puvor,

ABALCAZAR GARCia,

Jost G. ANTURA,

JuLio CEsar CERDEIRAS ALONSO,
Gervasio Posapas BELGrRANO.

Guatemala:
CARLOS SALAZAR,
JosE A. MEDRANO,
ArroNso CARRILLO.

Nicaragua:
Luis MANUEL DEBAYLE,
Jost Maria Moncapa,
MobESTO VALLE.

Dominican Republic:
Max HenriQuez UreRa,
Turio M. CESTERO,
ENRIQUE JIMENEZ.

Colombia:
JorgE Soto pEL CORRAL,
MicueL LorEZ PUMAREJO,
RoBERTO URDANETA ARBELAEZ,
ALBERTO LLERAS CAMARCO,
JosE Ienacio Diaz GRANADOS.
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Panama: Bolivia:
Harmopro Arias M., Enrigue Fvor,

Jurio J. FABrEGA, Davip ALVESTEGUI,
Epuarpo CHIARL Epuarpo Diez pE MEDINA,
United States of America: ALBERTO OsTRIA GUTIZRREZ,

CarLOs RoMERO,
Corperr Hurt, ALBERTO CORTADELLAS,
SumMNER WELLES, Javier Paz CamrpERro.
ALExXANDER W. WEDDELL,
AporF A. Bertg, Jr., Haiti:
ArexanDER F. WHITNEY, H. PAULEUS SANNON,
CuarLEs G. FENWICK, CamirLe J. LEGN,
MicuarL Francis DovyLe, Eve LEescor,
Evrise F. MussER. Epm£ MANIGAT,
. Prerre EucENE DE LESPINASSE,
Chile:

CLEMENT MAGLOIRE.
MicuteL CrucEAGA TOCORNAL,

Luis Barros BorcoiNo, Cuba:
Ffrx NieTo peL Rio, Jost ManueL CORTINA,
Ricarpo MoNTANER BELLO. Ramén Zayoin,
Carros MARQUEZ STERLING,
Ecuador: ,
B A ‘RAFAEL SaNTOS JIMENEZ,
UMBERTO ALBORNOZ .
AN‘ P 3 CESAR SALAYA,
TONIO L'ONS, Carrxto WHITMARSH,
Jost GaBrizL NAVARRO, Jost MaNUEL CARBONELL.
Francisco GUARDERAS,

Epuarpo Sarazar GOMEZ.

‘Who, after having deposited their full powers, found to be in good and due
form, have agreed upon the following provisions:

Article 1. Taking into consideration that, by the Treaty to Avoid and
Prevent Conflicts between the American States, signed at Santiago, May 3,
1923, (known as the Gondra Treaty)® the High Contracting Parties agree
that all controversies which it has been impossible to settle through diplo-
matic channels or to submit to arbitration in accordance with existing treaties
shall be submitted for investigation and report to a Commission-of Inquiry;

That by the Treaty for the Renunciation of War, signed at Paris on
August 28 [27], 1928 (known as the Kellogg-Briand Pact, or Pact of Paris)*
the High Contracting Parties solemnly declare in the names of  their re-
spective peoples that they condemn recourse to war for the solution of inter-
national controversies and renounce it as an instrument of national policy
in their relations with ene another;

TS 752, ante, vol. 2, p. 413.
*TS 796, ante, vol. 2, p. 732.
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That by the General Convention of Inter-American Conciliation, signed
at Washington, January 5, 1929,° the High Contracting Parties agree to
submit to the procedure of conciliation all controversies between them, which
it may not have been possible to settle through diplomatic channels, and to
establish a “Commission of Conciliation” to carry out the obligations as-
sumed in the Convention;

That by the General Treaty of Inter-American Arbitration, signed at
Washington, January 5, 1929,¢ the High Contracting Parties bind themselves
to submit to arbitration, subject to certain exceptions, all differences be-
tween them of an international character, which it hius not been possible
to adjust by diplomacy and which are juridical in their nature by reason
of being susceptible of decision by the application of the principles of law,
and moreover, to create a procedure of arbitration to be followed; and

That by the Treaty of Non-Aggression and Conciliation, signed at Rio de
Janeiro October 10, 1933, (known as the Saavedra Lamas Treaty),’ the
High Contracting Parties solemnly declare that they condemn wars of aggres-
sion in their mutual relations or in those with other states and that the settle-
ment of disputes or controversies between them shall be éffected only by
pacific means which have the sanction of international law, and also declare
that as between them territorial questions must not be settled by violence,
and that they will not recognize any territorial arrangement not obtained by
pacific means, nor the validity of the occupation or acquisition of territories
brought about by force of arms, and, moreover, in a case of non-compliance.
with these obligations, the contracting states undertake to adopt, in their
character as neutrals, a common and solidary attitude and to exercise the
political, juridical or economic means authorized by international law, and to
bring the influence of public opinion to bear; without, however, resorting to
intervention, either diplomatic or armed, subject nevertheless to the attitude
that may be incumbent upon them by virtue of their collective treaties; and,
furthermore, undertake to create a procedure of conciliation;

The High Contracting Parties reaffirm the obligations entered into to
settle, by pacific means, controversies of an international character that may
arise between them.

Article 2. The High Contracting Parties, convinced of the necessity for the
co-operation and consultation provided for in the Convention for the Mainte-
nance, Preservation and Reestablishment of Peace ® signed by them on this
same day, agree that in all matters which affect peace on the Continent, such
consultation and co-operation shall have as their object to assist, through the
tender of friendly good offices and of mediation, the fulfillment by the

5TS 780, ante, vol. 2, p. 745.
¢ TS 886, ante, vol. 2, p. 737
"'TS 906, ante, p. 135.
* TS 922, ante, p. 338.
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American Republics of existing obligations for pacific settlement, and to take
counsel together, with full recognition of their juridical equality, as sovereign
and independent states, and of their general right to individual liberty of
action, when an emergency arises which affects their common interest in the
maintenance of peace. .

Article 3. In case of threat of war, the High Contracting Parties shall
apply the provisions contained in Articles 1 and 2 of the Convention for the
Maintenance, Preservation and Reestablishment of Peace, above referred to,
it being understood that, while such consultation is in progress and for a
period of not more than six months, the parties in dispute will not have re-
course to hostilities or take any military action whatever.

Article 4. The High Contracting Parties further agree that, in the event
of a dispute between two or more of them, they will seek to settle it in a spirit
of mutual regard for their respective rights, having recourse for this purpose
to direct diplomatic negotiation or to the alternative procedures of media-
tion, commissions of inquiry, commissions of conciliation, tribunals of arbi-
tration, and courts of justice, as provided in the treaties to which they may be
parties; and they also agree that, should it be impossible to settle the dispute
by diplomatic negotiation and should the States in dispute have recourse to
the other procedures provided in the present Article, they will report this
fact and the progress of the negotiations to the other signatory States. These
provisions do not affect controversies already submitted to a diplomatic or
juridical procedure by virtue of special agreements.

Article 5. The High Contracting Parties agree that, in the event that the
methods provided by the present Convention or by agreements previously
concluded should fail to bring about a pacific settlement of differences that
may arise between any two or more of them, and hostilities should break out
between two or more of them, they shall be governed by the following
stipulations:

(@) They shall, in accordance with the terms of the Treaty of Non-Aggres-
sion and Conciliation (Saavedra Lamas Treaty), adopt in their character
as neutrals a common and solidary attitude; and shall consult immediately
with one another, and take cognizance of the outbreak of hostilities in order
to determine either jointly or individually, whether such hostilities shall be
regarded as constituting .a state of war so as to call into effect the provisions
of the present Convention.

(b) It is understood that, in regard to the question whether hostilities
-actually in progress constitute a state of war, each of the High Contracting
Parties shall reach a prompt decision. In any event, should hostilities be actu-~
ally in progress between two or more of the Contracting Parties, or between
two or more signatory States not at the time parties to this Convention by
reason of failure to ratify it, each Contracting Party shall take notice of the
situation and shall adopt such an attitude as would be consistent with other
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multilateral treaties to which it is a party or in accordance with its municipal
legislation. Such action shall not be deemed an unfriendly act on the part
of any state affected thereby.

Article 6., Without prejudice to the universal principles of neutrality pro-
vided for in the case of an international war outside of America and without
affecting the duties contracted by those American States members of the
League of Nations, the High Contracting .Parties reaffirm their loyalty to
the principles enunciated in the five agreements referred to in Article 1, and
they agree that in the case of an outbreak of hostilities or threat of an outbreak
of hostilities between two or more of them, they shall, through consultation,
immediately endeavor to adapt in their character as neutrals a common and
solidary attitude, in order to discourage or prevent the spread or prolongation
of hostilities.

With this object, and having in mind the diversity of cases and circum-
stances, they may consider the imposition of prohibitions or restrictions on
the sale or shipment of arms, munitions and implements of war, loans or
other financial help to the states in conflict, in accordance with the municipal
legislation of the High Contracting Parties, and without detriment to their
obligations derived from other treaties to which they are or may become
parties.

Article 7. Nothing contained in the present Convention shall be under-
stood as affecting the rights and duties of the High Contracting Parties which
are at the same time members of the League of Nations.

Article 8. The present Convention shall be ratified by the High Contract-
ing Parties in accordance with their constitutional procedures. The original
convention and the instruments of ratification shall be deposited with the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Argentine Republic, which shall com-
municate the ratifications to the other Signatory States. It shall come into
effect when ratifications have been deposited by not less than eleven Signatory
States.

The Convention shall remain in force indefinitely; but it may be denounced
by any of the High Contracting Parties, such denunciation to be effective one
year after the date upon which such notification has been given. Notices of
denuncjation shall be communicated to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of
the Argentine Republic which shall transmit copies thereof to the other
Signatory States. Denunciation shall not be regarded as valid if the Party
making such denunciation shall be actually in a state of war, or shall be
engaged in hostilities without fulfilling the provisions established by this
Convention.

In witness whereof, the Plenipotentiaries above mentioned have signed this
Treaty in English, Spanish, Portuguese, and French, and have affixed thereto
their respective seals, in the City of Buenos Aires, Capital of the. Argentine
Republic, this twenty-third day of December, of the year 1936.
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RESERVATIONS
Reservation of the Argentine Delegation:

(1.) Inno case, under Article VI, can foodstuffs or raw materials destined
for the civil populations of belligerent countries be considered as contraband
of war, nor shall there exist any duty to prohibit credits for the acquisition
of said foodstuffs or raw materials which have the destination indicated.

With reference to the embargo on arms, each Nation may reserve freedom
of action in the face of a war of aggression.

Reservation of the Delegation of Paraguay:

(2.) Inno case, under Article VI, can foodstuffs or raw materials destined
for the civil populations of belligerent countries he considered as contraband
of war, nor shall there exist any duty to prohibit credits for the acquisition
of said foodstuffs or raw materials which have the destination indicated.

With reference to the embargo on arms, each Nation may reserve freedom
of action in the face of a war of aggression.

Reservation of the Delegation of El Salvador:

(8.) With reservation with respect to the idea of continental solidarity
when confronted by foreign aggression.

Reservation of the Delegation of Colombia:

(4.) In signing this Convention, the Delegation of Colombia understands
that the phrase “in their character as neutrals,” which appears in Articles
'V and VI, implies a2 new concept of international law which allows a distinc-
tion to be drawn between the aggressor and the attacked, and to treat them
differently. At the the same time, the Delegation of Colombia considers it
necessary, in order to assure the full and effective application of this Pact,
to set down in writing the following definition of the aggressor:

That State shall be considered as an aggressor which becomes responsible
for one or several of the following acts:

a) That its armed forces, to whatever branch they may belong, illegally
cross the land, sea or air frontiers of other States. When the violation of the
territory of a State has been effected by irresponsible bands organized within
or outside of its territory and which have received direct or indirect help
from another State, such violation shall be considered equivalent, for the
purposes of the present Article, to that effected by the regular forces of the
State responsible for the aggression;

b) That it has intervened in a unilateral or illegal way in the internal or
external affairs of another State;

¢) That it has refused to fulfil a legally given arbitral decision or sentence
of international justice.
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No consideration of any kind, whether political, military, economic or of
any other kind, may serve as an excuse or justification for the aggression

here anticipated.

Argentina:
CARLOS SAAVEDRA Lamas
RoserTo M. ORTIZ
Micuer Ancer CARCANO
Jost Maria CantIiLO
FeLire A, EspiL
Leororpo MEeLro
Ismmoro Ruiz MoreNO
DANIEL ANTOKOLETZ
CarLos Bresia
Ctsar Diaz CisNEROS

Paraguay:
MioUEL ANGEL SOLER
J. Isibro RaMmirEZ

Honduras:
AnTonio BErMUDEZ M.
JuLiAn LépEz PiNeDA

Costa Rica:
ManNueL F. JiMENEZ
CARLOS BRENES

Venezuelas
CaraccioLo Parra Pirez
GusTavo HERRERA
ALBERTO ZEREGA FOoMBONA

Peru:
Carros CoNcHA
ALserTo ULLoA
FeLPE BarRrEDA LAOS
Di6MEDES ARIAS SCHREIBER

El Salvador:
ManvEeL CasTrRo Ramirez
MaxiMILIANO PATRICIO BRANNON

Mexico:
Francisco CasTtiLLo NAJERA
ALFroNsO REYEs
RaM6N BETETA
Juan MaNuenL ALvarez DEn Cas-
TILLO
Brazil:
Jost CarLos DE MACEDO SOARES
Jost pe PAura RoDrIGUES ALVES
Hevrio Loso
Hitpeeranpoo PoMmpeu PINTO Ac-
CIOLY
EpMunpo pa Luz Pinto
RoBerTO CARNERO DE MENDONGA
Rosariva CoeLeo LisBoA pE MILLER
Maria Luiza BITTENCOURT

Uruguay:
Pepro Manin: Rios
Eucenio MArRTINEZ THEDY
FeLIPE FERREIRO
ABaLcAzar Garcia
Jurio CEsar CeRDEIRAS ALONSO
Gervasio Posapas BELGRANO

Guatemala:
CArRLOS SALAZAR
Jost A. MEDRANO
AvrLFoNsO CARRILLO

Nicaragua:
Luis MANUEL DEBAYLE
Jost Marfa MoNcapA
-MobesTo VALLE

Dominican Republic:
Max Henriquez UReNA
Turio M. CesTERO
ENRIQUE JIMENEZ

Colombia:
Jorce Soto pEL CORRAL
MicueL Lérpez PUMARE]O
RoBerTO URDANETA ARBELAEZ
ALBERTO LLERAS CAMARGO
Jost Ienacio Diaz GraNaDOS

Panama:
HarMobio Arias M.
Jurio J. FAsrEGA
Epuarpo CHIARI

United States of America:
CorpeLt HurL
SunNER WELLES
ALEXANDER W. WEDDELL
ApoLr A. BerLE, J1.
ALEXANDER F. WHITNEY
CuarLes G. FENwIck
MicuAeL Francrs Dovie
Evise F. Musser

Chile:
MicuzL CRUCHAGA TOCORNAL
Lurs BArros Borcofo
Févx Nieto peL Rio
Ricarpo MONTANER BELLO

Ecuador:
HUMBERTO ALBORNOZ
AnToNIO Pons
Jost Gasrier NavarrO
Francisco GUARDERAS
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Bolivia: Cuba:

Enrigue Finor Jost ManvEeL CORTINA

Davip ALVESTEGUI RAMON ZaypIN

CarrLos RoMErO CarLOS MARQUEZ STERLING
Haiti: RAFAEL SANTOS JIMENEZ

. 2

H. PAULEUS SANNON .GEsar SaLava

Casieie J. LESN CALiIxTO WHITMARSH

Erie LESCOT Jost ManueL CARBONELL

Epmi ManicaT

Pierre EUGENE DE LESPINASSE
CLEMENT MAGLOIRE



