CENTRAL COMMISSION OF THE RHINE:
UNITED STATES PARTICIPATION

Exchange of notes at London October 4 and 29 and November 5,
1945

Entered into force November 5, 1945

Terminated as to the United States December 31, 1964 *

60 Stat. 1932; Treaties and Other
International Acts Series 1571

T'he British Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs to the American
Ambassador

ForeieN OrFFice, S. W. 1
No. W 12078/142/803 4th October, 1945

Immediate

Your ExcELLENCY,

As Your Excellency is aware, informal discussions have recently taken
place in London between representatives of the Governments of the United
Kingdom, United States, France, Belgium and the Netherlands regarding
the urgent need for the immediate coordination of all activities undertaken
with a view to restoring navigation on the Rhine. As a result of these discus-
‘sions the representatives agreed to recommend to their Governments that the
necessary steps should be taken to invite the. Central Commission of the Rhine
to resume its functions without delay on an emergency and interim basis. It
was, o1 course, understood that the resumption by the Commission of its pre-
war functions would in no way prejudice the future determination of the per-
manent regime of the Rhine.

2. The above mentioned representatives also recommended that while the
Commission operated on an interim basis it should include 2 representative
of the United States Government. They proposed, for the consideration of
the Governments concerned, either that the Allied military authorities con-
trolling German riparian territory should be represented at the meetings of

* Pursuant to notice of withdrawal given Nov. 27, 1964.
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the Commission by liaison officers or that the Commission should include a
representative of the Allied Control Commission in Germany. Lastly, they
proposed that all the Governments and bodies represented on the Commis-
sion should have an equal voice in its decisions.

3. I have the honour to enquire whether Your Excellency’s Government
are prepared to endorse these recommendations and to propose that, in the
event of all the Governments concerned signifying their agreement, His
Majesty’s Government should on their behalf address a communication to
the Chairman of the Central Commission of the Rhine inviting him to sum=
mon a meeting of the Commission at an early date.

I have the honour to be, with the highest consideration,

Your Excellency’s obedient Servant,

(For the Secretary of State)
N. J. A. CuEETHAM
His Excellency
The Honourable

Jorn G. WinanT,
etc., etc., etc.,

1, Grosvenor Square,

w.1.

The American Ambassador to the British Secretary of State
for Foreign Affairs

No. 5028 LonpoN, October 29, 1945
Sr:

I am instructed by my Government to acknowledge your note of October 4
and to say that the United States Government will be prepared to participate
in the Central Commission of the Rhine on the following assumptions:

1. The United States will participate in the Central Commission of the
Rhine on an equal basis as all other participating States, it being understood
that each State will have one representative and one vote, and that the deci-
sions of the Commission shall be taken on the basis of a majority of the miem-
bers present and voting.

2. The United States will pay an equal share of the expenses of the Com-
mission on the assumption that the expenses will be kept to a minimum neces-
sary to enable the Commission to discharge its agreed functions.

3. The United States Government believes that it might eventually be
desirable to have a representative of the Allied Control Commission in Ger-
many on the Central Commission of the Rhine. However, in order to expedite
the establishment of the Commission at the earliest possible date, the United
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States accepts the alternative that the Allied Military authorities controlling
German riparian territory should be represented at the meetings of the
Commission by liaison officers.

4. It is understood that the Central Commission of the Rhine will be
established on a purely provisional basis without prejudice to the conclusion
of negotiations by the interested Governments for the establishment of a
-permanent regime. It is also understood that the Commission will exercise
the powers and functions accorded to the pre-war Rhine Commission by the
Conventions of 1868 and 19192 and that it will coordinate its activities
with ECITO.2

The Government hopes that it may be possible for the Commission to
convene at an early moment in order that it may render its assistance to the
task of restoring navigation on this important means of communication.

Accept, Sir, the renewed assurances of my highest consideration.

For the Ambassador:
W. J. GaLLmMan
Minister Counselor
The Right Honorable
ErNEsT BEVIN, M.P.,

Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs,
The Foreign Office, S.W.1.

T he British Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs to the American
Ambassador

Foreien OFFicE, S.W.1

No. W 14390/142/803 Sth vaember, 1945

Immediate

Your ExceELLENCY,
In your note No. 5028 of 29th October, Your Excellency was so good

as to inform me that the United States Government had agreed to the
proposal that steps should be taken to invite the Central Commission of the
Rhine to resume its functions on an emergency and interim basis and with
the participation of a representative of the United States Government.

2. I now have the honour to inform Your Excellency that the Belgian and
Netherlands Governments and the French Provisional Government have
also agreed to the above proposal and are of the opinion that in present
circumstances the Allied military authorities controlling German riparian

* See arts. 354-362 of the Treaty of Versailles, ante, vol. 2, p. 217.
* European Central Inland Transport Organization;.see EAS 494, ante, p. 1265.
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territory should be represented at the meetings of the Commission by liaison
officers.

3. His Majesty’s Government are accordingly requesting the French Pro-
visional Government to invite the President of the Commission to summon
a meeting at an early date.*

I have the Lonour to be, with the highest consideration,

Your Excellency’s obedient Servant, -
(For the Secretary of State)

R. A, Garror
His Excellency

The Honourable
Joun G, WiNaANT,
ete., elc., ete.,
1, Grosvenor Square, W.1.

¢ The Central Commission of the Rhine met at Strasbourg Dec. 12, 1945. The countries
represented were: Belgium, France, the Netherlands, Switzerland, the United Kingdom,
and the United States. The Federal Republic of Germany on Apr. 15, 1950, accepted an
invitation to membership on the Gommission.
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