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Message from the Law Librarian 

 
 
 The Law Library of Congress is a unique center of expertise dedicated to providing world-class 
foreign, comparative, and international law research and reference services to the United States Congress.  
During fiscal year 2006, our faculty of 20 foreign law specialists and 3 research analysts prepared  reports 
that covered over 160 jurisdictions.  We are proud to serve as an extension of your staff. 
 
 The WORLD LAW BULLETIN, co-edited by Senior Legal Research Analysts Constance Axinn 
Johnson and Wendy Zeldin, is the Law Library’s monthly flagship publication that provides the U.S. 
Congress over 1,000 updates on foreign law developments annually.  Updates are chosen for their special 
significance to the U.S. Congress as they relate to legislative interests or foreign policy and should not be 
interpreted as an indication of support or preference for any legal or political stance.  Selections may 
contain hyperlinks to websites that are not part of the loc.gov domain provided to cite authority for our 
source of information and as a convenience for the reader.  Some of these online references, however, 
may be to subscription services not generally available to others, and some of the hyperlinks in the 
electronic version of the WORLD LAW BULLETIN may not function, depending upon your browser version 
or the mechanics of the website.  The Law Library does not endorse or guarantee the accuracy of those 
external websites or the material contained therein.  This and past issues are available online at:  
www.loc.gov/law/congress.  This issue may be cited as:  6 W.L.B. 2007. 
 
 The Law Library of Congress maintains the world’s largest collection of legal materials and 
provides foreign, comparative, and international law research for the U.S. Congress.  We invite you to 
visit the Law Library website at www.loc.gov/law, which details all of our services and provides access to 
the Global Legal Information Network (GLIN), a cooperative international database of official texts of 
laws, regulations, and other complementary legal sources of many foreign jurisdictions. 
 
 If you would like to submit a request for our services or if you have any questions concerning the 
services available at the Law Library of Congress; the Global Legal Information Network; or 
international, comparative or foreign law, please feel free to contact Dr. Rubens Medina by phone at 7-
9815, by FAX at (202) 609-9264, or by email at rmed@loc.gov. 
 
 
  
 
 

 
 

 

The Law Library of Congress 

http://www.loc.gov/law/congress
http://www.loc.gov/law


6 W.L.B. 2007 The Law Library of Congress – 3 
 

TOPICS COVERED: 
 
Communications and Electronic 

Information
Constitutional Law
Courts
Criminal Procedure
Disability Law
Elections and Politics
Employment Law 
Environment
Foreign Investment
Foreign Judgments
Freedom of Information
Freedom of the Press
Gender Equality
Government Ethics
Government Organization

Health Law and Regulation
Human Rights
Immigration and Nationality Law
Intellectual Property
International Relations
Justice
Money Laundering
National Security 
Pensions and Retirement
Property Law
Religion
Taxation
Terrorism
Trade and Commerce
War Crimes
 

 
 
COUNTRIES & INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS COVERED: 
 
Australia 
Austria 
Brazil 
Bulgaria 
Burundi 
Canada 
Chagos Islands 
China 
Congo (Kinshasa) 
East African Community 

(EAC) 
Egypt 
European Union 
Fiji 
Finland 
Germany 
Ghana 
India 
International Criminal 

Court 
Japan 
Kazakhstan 
Kenya 
Korea, South 
Latvia 

Lebanon 
Liberia 
Mexico 
Nepal 
Netherlands 
Portugal 
Russian Federation 
Saudi Arabia 
Senegal 
Serbia 
Singapore 
Somalia 
Switzerland 
Taiwan 
Tonga 
United Kingdom 
United Nations 
United States 
Venezuela 
Zambia 



6 W.L.B. 2007 The Law Library of Congress – 4 
 

 
COMMUNICATIONS AND ELECTRONIC INFORMATION 

 
BRAZIL – Sending Spam Will Become a Crime 
 
 The Brazilian Chamber of Deputies is analyzing a proposed law that would make the 
sending of unsolicited electronic mail (spam) a crime punishable by detention and a fine.  The 
author of the proposed law, Deputy Raquel Texeira, said that the idea is not to stop the use of e-
mail, but to discipline its use.  According to Texeira, recent research indicates that more than half 
of the messages on the Internet are spam.   
 
 The draft law proposes rules on such matters as the sending of e-mail without the 
recipient’s prior consent, subject and sender identification, and repetitive sending without the 
recipient’s prior consent.  Additionally, the draft makes it mandatory that Internet servers have 
the full records of e-mail addresses used to send spam and that they be kept for at least one year 
after the account or service has been closed.  (Envio de Spams Pode se Tornar Crime Punido 
Com Detenção, JURID, May 4, 2007, available at https://secure.jurid.com.br/ 
new/jengine.exe/cpag?p=jornaldetalhejornal&ID=35776#null.) 
(Eduardo Soares, 7-3525, esoa@loc.gov) 
 
FINLAND – Ratification of Cybercrime Convention 
 
 On 24 May 2007, Ambassador Ann-Marie Nyroos, Permanent Representative of Finland 
to the Council of Europe (COE), transmitted to Terry Davis, the COE Secretary General, the 
country’s instrument of ratification of the Convention on Cybercrime.  It enters into force for 
Finland on September 1, 2007.  Finland signed the Convention on November 23, 2001, along 
with 29 other countries (including 25 other COE Member States).  (Finland Ratifies Convention 
on Cybercrime, LEGISLATIONONLINE, May 28, 2007, available at http://www.legislation 
line.org/?jid=17; Convention on Cybercrime, CETS No.: 185, Council of Europe Web site, 
http://conventions.coe.int/Treaty/Commun/ChercheSig.asp?NT= 185&CM=1&DF=&CL=ENG 
(last visited June 6, 2007).)  The Convention entered into force on July 1, 2004.  (30 States Sign 
the Cybercrime Convention, OUT-LAW NEWS, Nov. 26, 2001, available at http://www.out-
law.com/page-2179; United Nations Interregional Crime and Justice Research Institute 
[UNICRI], “The Council of Europe” section of The Legal Repository: Europe, 
http://www.unicri.it/wwd/trafficking/legal_framework/europe.php (last visited June 6, 2007).)  
(Wendy Zeldin, 7-9832, wzel@loc.gov) 
 
VENEZUELA – Closure of Private TV Station 
 
 On May 26, 2007, the Venezuelan government, led by President Hugo Chávez, took 
control of the broadcast equipment of private TV channel RCTV, based on a ruling by the 
Supreme Tribunal of Justice (TSJ).  The action is aimed at ensuring that a new public service TV 
channel, Televisora Venezolana Social (TVes), which replaces RCTV, can be watched 
throughout the country.  
 

https://secure.jurid.com.br/new/jengine.exe/cpag?p=jornaldetalhejornal&ID=35776#null
https://secure.jurid.com.br/new/jengine.exe/cpag?p=jornaldetalhejornal&ID=35776#null
mailto:esoa@loc.gov
http://www.legislationline.org/?jid=17
http://www.legislationline.org/?jid=17
http://conventions.coe.int/Treaty/Commun/ChercheSig.asp?NT=185&CM=1&DF=&CL=ENG
http://www.out-law.com/page-2179
http://www.out-law.com/page-2179
http://www.unicri.it/wwd/trafficking/legal_framework/europe.php
mailto:wzel@loc.gov
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 The TSJ said that the expiration of the broadcast license of RCTV, Venezuela’s oldest 
private TV station, on May 27, should not translate into poor service.  In order to allow all 
Venezuelan TV watchers to access the service, the top court ordered the National 
Telecommunications Commission (Conatel) to take control of broadcast equipment RCTV 
possesses nationwide, to guarantee that the new channel has the necessary infrastructure to cover 
the same areas currently covered by RCTV.  The opposition TV channel was ordered to hand 
over all its facilities and equipment, including transmission equipment, antennas, and electric 
installations.  The TSJ also ordered the Armed Forces to guard, monitor, and permanently 
control the use of installations and equipment and guarantee their use by the new Chávez 
channel.  
 
 The International Press Institute (IPI) condemned the recent “closure” of RCTV and 
accused the Venezuelan government of trying to silence a critical voice and of violating freedom 
of expression.  The director of IPI believes the decision to close RCTV is clearly politically 
motivated.  In his view, RCTV came under attack because of its critical stance vis-à-vis the 
current socio-political situation in Venezuela.  In conformity with the TSJ order, RCTV went off 
the air on May 27 at 24:00 hours and was replaced by TVes.  (El TSJ ordena que TVes utilice los 
transmirores de RCTV, EL UNIVERSAL, May 26, 2007, available at http://buscador.eluniversal. 
com/2007/05/26/pol_art_el-tsj-ordena-que-tv_299596.shtml.) 
(Graciela Rodriguez-Ferrand, 7-9818, grod@loc.gov) 

 
 

CONSTITUTIONAL LAW 
 

INDIA – Acts in Schedule 9 of Constitution Not Immune from Constitutional Challenge 
 
 On January 11, 2007, in a significant unanimous verdict, a nine-judge bench of the 
Supreme Court of India held that there could not be any blanket immunity from judicial review 
of laws inserted in the Ninth Schedule of the Constitution.  Article 31B of the Constitution 
protects the validity of any law from a constitutional challenge from the date of its enactment, 
notwithstanding its inconsistency with any fundamental right.  On April 25, 1973, however, the 
Supreme Court, in the landmark Kesavananda Bharati vs. The State of Kerala case, had held that 
the Indian Parliament had no power to effect any change to the Constitution that would alter its 
basic structure.  In keeping with this decision, after examining the scope and powers of 
Parliament to enact laws and include them in the Ninth Schedule, the Court observed that the 
power of judicial review could not be taken away by putting a law in the Ninth Schedule. 

 
The Ninth Schedule (article 31B) was introduced to keep certain laws, particularly those 

on land reform, beyond the scope of judicial review.  Over the years, 284 laws were included in 
it, of which about 30 are under challenge.  According to the Supreme Court, “the power to grant 
absolute immunity at will is not compatible with the basic structure doctrine and, therefore, after 
April 24, 1973, the laws included in the Ninth Schedule would not have absolute immunity.”  
The bench further stated,  

 
Insertion in the Ninth Schedule is not controlled by any defined criteria or standards by 
which the exercise of power may be evaluated.  The consequence of the insertion is that it 
nullifies entire Part III (relating to fundamental rights) of the Constitution.  The 

http://buscador.eluniversal.com/2007/05/26/pol_art_el-tsj-ordena-que-tv_299596.shtml
http://buscador.eluniversal.com/2007/05/26/pol_art_el-tsj-ordena-que-tv_299596.shtml
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supremacy of the Constitution mandates all constitutional bodies to comply with the 
provisions of the Constitution.  It also mandates a mechanism for testing the validity of 
legislative acts through an independent organ, viz. the judiciary.   
 
The Court held that all such laws included in the Ninth Schedule after April 24, 1973, 

would be tested individually.  (IX Schedule Laws Open to Review, THE HINDU, Jan. 12, 2007, 
available at http://www.hindu.com/2007/01/12/stories/2007011207840100.htm.)  
(Krishan Nehra, 7-7103, kneh@loc.gov) 

 
KAZAKHSTAN – Limits on Presidential Terms for Incumbent Lifted 
 
 On May 18, 2007, the Parliament of Kazakhstan adopted amendments to the nation’s 
Constitution introduced by the incumbent President of Kazakhstan Nursultan Nazarbaev and 
aimed at expanding of the Parliament’s authority even though the President will remain the 
center of power in the republic.  According to the amendments, as of 2012 (the year of the next 
scheduled presidential and parliamentary elections), the length of the presidential term will be 
decreased from seven to five years; the number of elected members of Parliament will be 
increased to 154, all of whom will be elected based on a proportional system of party 
representation; the parliamentarians will be involved in the selection and appointment of a Prime 
Minister; and two-thirds of the officials of the Constitutional Court, Central Electoral 
Commission, and Accounting Chamber will be appointed by the legislature.  The new Kazakh 
Constitution states that the President cannot serve more than two consecutive terms; however, a 
special provision exempts the incumbent President from this restriction, allowing him to be 
reelected as many times as he wants.  (Ilia Azar, Nazarbaev Got Life, GAZETA.RU, May 29, 2007, 
available at http://www.gazeta.ru/2007/05/18/oa_239506.shtml.) 
(Peter Roudik, 7-9861, prou@loc.gov) 
 
 

COURTS 
 
BULGARIA – Law on Judicial Reform 
 
 On April 27, 2007, the Parliament of Bulgaria adopted a new Judicial System Law aimed 
at implementing the judicial reform recommendations of the European Union and making the 
laws regulating the national judiciary conform to Bulgaria’s newly amended Constitution and 
procedural legislation.  The Law defines evaluation criteria, ensuring transparency and public 
control.  It also prescribes a new procedure for selecting junior judges, prosecutors, and 
investigators as well as all first-time appointees in the judicial system through competitive 
recruitment.  In order to provide opportunities for career growth, the Law establishes a rule that 
20 percent of all job vacancies in the judiciary and law enforcement will be offered to first-time 
appointees.   
 
 The Law enhances the role of the Supreme Judicial Council, the professional 
organization of the legal community in charge of suggesting appointments, evaluating the 
performance, and monitoring the career development of judges, prosecutors, and investigators.  
The Law also prescribes in detail the jurisdiction of the Supreme Judicial Council’s inspectorate, 
which monitors the work of the courts, and narrows the rights of the Ministry of Justice 

http://www.hindu.com/2007/01/12/stories/2007011207840100.htm
http://www.gazeta.ru/2007/05/18/oa_239506.shtml
mailto:prou@loc.gov
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Inspectorate, which had had a similar function.  Under a new punishment system for judges and 
prosecutors set forth in the Law, those who violate the law will be subject to a 5- to 20-percent 
reduction of their official wages for a period of six months to two years.  (Judicial System Law 
Passed, BULGARIAN TELEGRAPH AGENCY DAILY NEWS, Apr. 27, 2007, available at 
http://www.securities.com.)  
(Peter Roudik, 7-9861, prou@loc.gov) 
 
 

 
CRIMINAL PROCEDURE 

 
RUSSIAN FEDERATION – Criminal Sentences May Be Changed 
 
 On May 16, 2007, the Constitutional Court of the Russian Federation ruled that court 
sentences that have already entered into force can be reviewed by courts and changed to harsher 
ones if new circumstances are discovered.  This conclusion was reached after the Court 
recognized as unconstitutional provisions of the Criminal Procedure Code that state that the 
position of a convicted person cannot be worsened by another court ruling after sentencing has 
occurred.   
 
 The review was conducted at the request of a provincial court, which had convicted an 
individual accused of injuring another person before the victim died of the wounds inflicted by 
the convict.  The victim’s sister disagreed with the characterization of the crime and the severity 
of punishment and requested a new investigation from the state attorney’s office.  Because the 
initial court ruling had already entered into force, the Criminal Procedure Code did not allow for 
review of the case and did not permit an increase in punishment.  In its request for an 
interpretation from the Constitutional Court, the provincial court argued that the Criminal 
Procedure Code’s provisions narrow the ability of the court to apply justice and fail to guarantee 
equal rights to the victim and the accused.  The Constitutional Court agreed with the position of 
the appellant, stating that new or newly discovered circumstances will be a valid reason for 
revision of previously issued court rulings.   
 
 Following this ruling, within six months legislators are expected to pass amendments to 
the Criminal Procedure Code to allow an increase in punishment to be made following an 
oversight review of the relevant court ruling.  (Constitutional Court Authorized Courts to 
Change Sentences, NEWSRU.COM NEWS AGENCY, May 16, 2007, available at 
http://www.newsru.com/russia/16may2007/upk_print.html.) 
(Peter Roudik, 7-9861, prou@loc.gov) 
 
 

DISABILITY LAW 
 

NEPAL – Government Ordered to Protect Rights of Disabled 
 
 According to a press release issued by the non-governmental organization Pro Public on 
May 8, 2007, the Supreme Court (SC) of Nepal has issued a mandamus to the government to 

http://www.securities.com/
mailto:prou@loc.gov
http://www.newsru.com/russia/16may2007/upk_print.html
mailto:prou@loc.gov
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protect the rights of the physically challenged by monitoring their access to public services and 
constructing handicapped-friendly buildings.  The SC division bench, comprising Justices Kedar 
Prasad Giri and Khil Raj Regmi, in response to a writ petition filed on behalf of disabled, blind, 
mentally retarded, and deaf persons, ordered the concerned authority to submit a report to the SC 
every six months regarding the progress of work on providing disabled persons access to public 
facilities.  (SC Orders Govt to Protect Disabled’s Rights, LEGAL NEWS FROM NEPAL, May 9, 
2007, available at http://kanunisanchar.com/news/index1.php?Action=Full&NewsID=840.)  
(Wendy Zeldin, 7-9832, wzel@loc.gov) 
 

ELECTIONS AND POLITICS 
 
CONGO (Kinshasa) – Court Invalidates 2006 Election 
 
 The Supreme Court of the Democratic Republic of the Congo has declared that the July 30, 2006, 
election of 18 Members of Parliament is invalid.  According to Court Officer Jules Ekatou, about 
350 appeals published by the Independent Electoral Commission were reviewed.  The elections 
were ruled overturned for a variety of reasons, some for errors in counting the votes and others 
for fraud or other violations of the election law.  (DRC: Supreme Court Invalidates Jul 2006 
Election of 18 Members of Parliament, LE PALMARES, May 7, 2007, Open Source Center No. 
AFP20070509679002.) 
(Constance A. Johnson, 7-9829, cojo@loc.gov) 
 
EGYPT – Twenty-Five Brotherhood Members Arrested  
 
 On May 21, 2007, Egyptian authorities arrested 25 members of the Brotherhood 
Organization, a Muslim opposition group that controls one-fifth of the Parliament and is ready to 
participate in the June 11, 2007, election for the upper house of parliament.  The week before the 
arrest, the Supreme Administrative Court let stand a decision to prosecute 40 Brotherhood 
members in a military court, on charges of money laundering.  (Twenty-Five Brotherhood 
Members Arrested, AL-JAZEERA, May 21, 2007, available at http://english. 
aljazeera.net/English.) 
(Issam Saliba, 7-9840, isal@loc.gov) 
 
 
FIJI – Court Finds Bias In Early Prison Release of V.P. 
 
 Radio New Zealand International has reported a decision of the Suva High Court of Fiji 
that rules that a decision of the deposed Attorney General, Qoriniasi Bale, to release the jailed 
former Vice President, Ratu Jope Seniloli, after Seniloli served only a few months of a four-year 
sentence, was biased.  Seniloli was incarcerated in August of 2004 for taking an illegal oath 
purporting to become President of Fiji. 
 

Radio New Zealand International reported that the High Court did not declare the release 
void or require Seniloli to return to prison.  The initial challenge to the release had been brought 
by the Citizens Constitutional Forum in January 2005; however, the High Court did not make a 
decision until April 2007.  (Early Release of Fiji’s Former Vice President Was Biased – High 

http://kanunisanchar.com/news/index1.php?Action=Full&NewsID=840
mailto:wzel@loc.gov
http://english.aljazeera.net/English
http://english.aljazeera.net/English
mailto:isal@loc.gov
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Court, RADIO NEW ZEALAND INtERNATIONAL, Apr. 27, 2007, available at http://www.rnzi. 
com/pages/news.php?op=read&id=31804.)  
(Lisa White, 7-4987, liwh@loc.gov) 
 
 

EMPLOYMENT LAW 
 

 
NEPAL – Proposed Amendment to Foreign Employment Act 
 
 It was reported on May 1, 2007, that the Government of Nepal has proposed another 
amendment to the Foreign Employment Act (FEA), even though the legislature has yet to 
endorse a bill incorporating other amendments to that Act.  The latest proposal, tabled in the 
House of Representatives, is to allow the state to export Nepalese workers to countries with 
which it has diplomatic ties.  According to the amendment, any government office, body, or 
state-owned agency would be permitted to send abroad persons who are seeking foreign 
employment opportunities.  In addition, it would allow a government body that has received 
labor quotas from overseas to select the job aspirants based on conditions set forth by the 
recipient country or by means of open competition.  The current FEA does not have a provision 
allowing government exportation of workers to foreign nations.    
 
 The Secretary of the Ministry of Labor and Transport Management, Shyam Prasad 
Mainali, stated that the purpose of the amendment was to clear the way for the government to 
sign a memorandum of understanding with the South Korean government on an Employment 
Permit System.  (Amendment in Foreign Labor Act Proposed, LEGAL NEWS FROM NEPAL, May 
1, 2007, available at http://news.kanunisanchar.com/archives.php?Action=ShowNews&News 
ID=827.)  
(Wendy Zeldin, 7-9832, wzel@loc.gov) 
 
TAIWAN – Employment Law Amended to Ban Discrimination, Reduce Burdens on 
Employers of Runaway Foreign Workers 
 
 On May 4, 2007, Taiwan’s Legislative Yuan passed a bill amending the Employment 
Service Act that bans discrimination against laborers and job seekers based on age or sexual 
orientation; the amendment was promulgated on May 23.  The legislation states that employers 
cannot discriminate against their workers or against job seekers based on age, sex, place of birth, 
sexual orientation, race, language, thought, religion, party affiliation, place of ancestry, status, 
physical features, physical handicaps, or past labor union membership.  Those convicted of 
violating the stipulation will be subject to a fine of NT300,000-1.5 million (about US$8,900-
$45,000). 
 
 The amendment also permits employers of runaway foreign domestic workers, who have 
shown that they have reported the case to the police and cannot find a Taiwanese worker, to 
apply to hire new foreign domestics six months after making the report.  Current law stipulates a 
one-year waiting period for the reapplication.  Foreign labor brokers and the foreign worker are 
made responsible, under the new legislation, for the cost of the worker’s repatriation and for any 

http://www.rnzi.com/pages/news.php?op=read&id=31804
http://www.rnzi.com/pages/news.php?op=read&id=31804
mailto:liwh@loc.gov
http://news.kanunisanchar.com/archives.php?Action=ShowNews&NewsID=827
http://news.kanunisanchar.com/archives.php?Action=ShowNews&NewsID=827
mailto:wzel@loc.gov
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costs of his or her stay in a shelter or detention center in Taiwan.  Before the bill’s passage, only 
the foreign worker’s employer was responsible for these costs.  (Worker Anti-Discrimination Bill 
Passes, CHINA POST, May 5, 2007, Open Source Center No. CPP20070505968023; Shih Hsiu-
chuan, Legislature Passes Anti-Discrimination Bill, TAIPEI TIMES, May 5, 2007, at 3, available 
at http://www.taipeitimes.com/News/taiwan/archives/2007/05/05/2003359547; Amendment to 
Employment Services Law, 6745 THE GAZETTE OF THE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 17-20 (May 
23, 2007), Global Legal Information Network, GLIN ID 192974.) 
(Wendy Zeldin, 7-9832, wzel@loc.gov) 
 
TAIWAN – Minimum Wage Hike Proposed 
 
 On April 27, 2007, a wage review committee of Taiwan’s Council of Labor Affairs 
(CLA) recommended to the Executive Yuan (Cabinet) that the minimum wage be raised 9.09 
percent, making it NT$17,280 (about US$519) per month, an increase of NT$1,440 (about 
US$43) from the current rate, or an hourly wage of NT$95 (about US$3), a hike of NT$29.  
Labor groups had sought a 20 percent increase in the minimum monthly wage and a ten-year 
freeze of the minimum wage level.  In response to the CLA proposal, the presidents of six major 
trade and industrial organizations requested in a joint statement issued on May 7, 2007, that the 
government limit the increase five percent and the hourly wage to NT$82 (about US$2.50).  The 
wage review panel also proposed changing the formula for wage calculation of part-time 
workers, which would raise their average hourly wage to between NT$93 and NT$95 from the 
current NT$66.  The minimum wage in Taiwan has been unchanged for almost ten years, since 
October 1997.  (Lilian Wu, Cabinet to Consider All Factors in Raising Minimum Wage, 
CENTRAL NEWS AGENCY, May 7, 2007, available at http://www.cna.com.tw/en/; Annie Huang, 
Wage Increase Under Review, TAIWAN JOURNAL, Mar. 30, 2007, available at 
http://taiwanjournal.nat.gov.tw/ct.asp?CtNode=122&xItem=24054.) 
 
 According to the Minister of Economic Affairs, Steve R.L. Chen, “[p]erhaps, a 6 per cent 
hike is a barely tolerable ceiling.  The [CLA-] recommended figures go far beyond the range 
bosses are willing to pay.”  Chen also stated, however, that the Ministry of Economic Affairs 
would also “flesh out various complementary packages of measures” to help industry and 
business meet the challenges that may arise from the increases.  The measures might include, he 
indicated, soft loans for small- and medium-sized enterprises and on-the-job training programs to 
help such enterprises upgrade their productivity and competitiveness.  (Minimum Wage Hike 
Exceeds ‘Acceptable Range’: Taiwan’s MOEA, ZIBB NEWS, Apr. 30, 2007, available at 
http://www.zibb.com/article/861902/MINIMUM+WAGE+HIKE+EXCEEDS+ACCEPTABLE+
RANGE+ TAIWANS+MOEA.)  On June 6, 2007, the Cabinet announced that the minimum 
wage would rise by 9.09 percent as of July 1, to NT$95 (aboutUS$2.88) per hour, or T$17,280 
(about US$523) a month.  The new minimum wage will cover employees’ paid holidays as well.  
(Angelica Oung & Jimmy Chuang, Minimum Wage to Increase on July 1, TAIPEI TIMES,  June 7, 
2007, available at http://www.taipeitimes.com/News/front/archives/2007/06/07/2003364144.)   
(Wendy Zeldin, 7-9832, wzel@loc.gov) 
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ENVIRONMENT 

 
CHINA – New Controls over Foreign Hydrology, Mapping Activities 
 
 On April 25, 2007, China’s State Council (Cabinet) promulgated the Regulations on 
Hydrology of the People’s Republic of China (PRC), to take effect on June 1, 2007.    Seven 
chapters cover general provisions, planning and construction [of hydrological stations], 
monitoring and forecasting, collection and exchange of materials and their preservation and use, 
protection of facilities and monitoring environment, legal liability, and supplementary 
provisions.  The Regulations provide that to engage in hydrological activities in China, foreign 
organizations or individuals should obtain the approval of the State Council ministry in charge 
(the Ministry of Water Resources), in consultation with other relevant departments, and comply 
with PRC laws and regulations.  Those who conduct such activities in transboundary rivers along 
the common border with neighboring countries should observe the relevant treaties and 
agreements concluded by the PRC with the country concerned (article 7).   
 
 Among other stipulations, the Regulations state that hydrological organizations are to 
strengthen monitoring of water flow and quality and immediately report to the local authorities, 
along with suggestions for handling the situation, any changes that could potentially threaten the 
safe use of water.  They are also to report to the local government any detected changes in water 
quality that might indicate water pollution (article 20).  Only the relevant government 
departments or authorized hydrological organizations are to release hydrological forecasts to the 
public (article 22).  Organizations or individuals who contravene the Regulations and conduct 
hydrological activities without certification will be fined from 50,000 to 100,000 yuan (about 
US$6,500-13,000) (article 38).  (Shou quan fa bu: Zhonghua Renmin Gongheguo shui wen tiaoli 
[Authorized Issuance:  Regulations on Hydrology of the PRC], XINHUA ONLINE, May 7, 2007, 
available at http://news.xinhuanet.com/politics/2007-05/07/content_6067331.htm; China 
Tightens Control over Foreigners’ Hydrological Activities, XINHUA ONLINE, May 8, 2007, 
available at http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2007-05/08/content_6071045.htm.)  
 
 The Regulations come in the wake of similar provisions, issued by the Ministry of Land 
and Resources, on January 19, 2007, and effective on March 1, restricting surveying and 
mapping activities by foreigners.  The Provisional Measures on Management of Surveying and 
Mapping by Foreign Organizations or Individuals in China require central government approval 
for such activities as well as local government supervision and cooperation with a Chinese 
partner.  They prohibit foreigners from conducting land surveys or aerial photography, mapping 
administrative borders, and drawing navigational maps.  Foreign mapping and surveying 
activities in China must also not jeopardize national security.  (Wai guo de zuzhi huo geren lai 
Hua cehui guanli zhanxing banfa [Provisional Measures on Management of Surveying and 
Mapping by Foreign Organizations or Individuals in China], XINHUA ONLINE, Jan. 22, 2007, 
http://www.gov.cn/ziliao/flfg/2007-01/22/content_503464.htm; China Restrains Mapping by 
Foreigners, CHINA DAILY, Jan. 25, 2007, available at http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/china/2007-
01/25/content_792976.htm; Provisional Measures Governing the Surveying and Mapping in 
China by Foreign Organisations or Individuals, TDCTRADE.COM [Hong Kong Trade 
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Development Council Web site], Mar. 27, 2007, available at http://www.tdctrade.com/ 
report/reg/reg_070303.htm.)  
(Wendy Zeldin, 7-9832, wzel@loc.gov) 
 
 

FOREIGN INVESTMENT 
 

TONGA – New Foreign Investment Act Reserves Business Activities for Tongans 
  

Tonga’s Foreign Investment Act 2002 came into operation in April 2007.  The Act 
regulates foreign investment in Tonga and reserves certain business activities for Tongans.  
Reserved activities include:  operation of taxis and of passenger vehicles for hire, used motor 
vehicle dealerships, retailing activity involving distribution of grocery products (food and 
household provisions), Tongan cultural activities, raising of chickens for the production of eggs, 
security business, export of green and mature coconuts, and the production of some foods or 
farming of certain crops.  (Foreign Investment Act 2002; Foreign Investment Regulations 2006.)  
(Lisa White, 7-4987, liwh@loc.gov) 
 
 

FOREIGN JUDGMENTS 
 
AUSTRIA – Enforcement of a Florida Judgment  
 
 On November 30, 2006, the Austrian Supreme Court held that a child support award 
issued by a court in Florida was not enforceable in Austria if service of process to the father in 
Austria was seriously flawed through the lack of translation of the court documents, but that the 
defects of service would be cured if the defendant had entered an appearance in the court in 
Florida.  (Oberster Gerichtshof, docket number 3Ob229/06g, the official Web site of the Federal 
Chancery, http://ris.bka.gv.at (last visited May 20, 2007).)  The case was remanded to ascertain 
whether the defendant had submitted to the jurisdiction of the Florida court through the actions 
of his attorney.  If there was an appearance, then the judgment will be enforceable, because there 
is reciprocity between Florida and Austria and because the size of the monthly support payment 
of US$993 does not violate Austrian public policy, even though the amount is higher than an 
Austrian court would award under consideration of the defendant’s income.  The judgment of the 
Florida court was issued in 1999, and the petition for enforcement in Austria has been appealed 
repeatedly through various instances on various grounds since then. 
(Edith Palmer, 7-9860, epal@loc.gov) 
 
 

FREEDOM OF INFORMATION 
 
CHINA – Information Disclosure Regulations  
 
 China’s State Council promulgated the Regulations on Government Information 
Disclosure on April 5, 2007; they will enter into force on May 1, 2008.  The Regulations’ five 
chapters cover general provisions, scope of disclosure, modalities and procedures of disclosure, 
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supervision and safeguards, and supplementary provisions.  (Zhonghua Renmin Gongheguo 
zhengfu xinxi gongkai tiaoli [Regulations on Government Information Disclosure of the People’s 
Republic of China], Central Government of the People’s Republic of China Web site, Apr. 24, 
2007, available at http://www.gov.cn/zwgk/2007-04/24/content_592937.htm; Text of PRC 
Regulations on Government Information Disclosure, XINHUA, Apr. 23, 2007, Open Source 
Center No. CPP20070424708001.)   
 
 Zhou Hanhua, a research fellow with the Law Institute of the Chinese Academy of Social 
Sciences who was involved in drafting the Regulations, contends that “disclosure of government 
information is a revolutionary change in relation to [China’s] traditional management methods 
and ruling philosophy,” and that their key significance “is that they make disclosure of 
information the government’s statutory obligation.” (PRC Scholar Interviewed on Government 
Information Disclosure Regulations, SHIJI JINGJI BAODAO, Apr. 27, 2007, Open Source Center 
No. CPP20070430050002.)  However, limits are imposed by the Regulations on the information 
that can be disclosed; most notably, the vague concept of “state secrets” is cited (art. 14, para. 4), 
and the disclosure of government information may also not jeopardize national security, public 
security, economic security, or social stability (art. 8).  (Frank Ching, SCMP: in Info Age, 
Concepts Such as ‘State Secrets’ Need More Precise Definition, SOUTH CHINA MORNING POST 
(Hong Kong), May 1, 2007, Open Source Center No. CPP20070502715007.)   
 
 Highlights of the Regulations have been described as follows:  they change government 
disclosure from being “one-sided and gratuitous” to being a right of the applicant; they “greatly 
broaden” the scope of disclosure; they provide for diverse forms of disclosure, including 
voluntary disclosure, newly introduced disclosure on request, and statutory and non-statutory 
disclosure; they have a relatively high legal status as administrative regulations of the State 
Council; they introduce channels for statutory relief; and they require the government to provide 
information disclosure support systems, such as catalogs and guides and specially assigned 
personnel.  (PRC Scholar Interviewed on Government Information Disclosure Regulations, id.)  
Also noteworthy is that the new provisions require county-level governments to make public 
sensitive information on land acquisitions and village authorities to disclose information on land-
use and financial accounting.  (Ching, id.)   
(Wendy Zeldin, 7-9832, wzel@loc.gov) 
 
 

FREEDOM OF THE PRESS 
 
KENYA – Regulation of Journalism 
 
 The Kenyan Information Minister, Mutahi Kagwe, has proposed a law to regulate 
journalism in the country and ensure that journalists exercise their freedom “responsibly in a 
sound and professional manner,” as well as to protect the freedom and independence of the 
media and promote free access to information.  The bill was introduced in the legislature on May 
16, 2007.  If approved, the law would establish a government-funded Media Council of Kenya 
and Media Advisory Board to enforce a code of conduct for journalists, maintain a register of 
journalists, and administer a committee to review petitions raised by persons with a grievance 
against any publication or a complaint about the conduct of any journalist.  Those found guilty 
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by the committee would be dropped from the register.  The bill in its present form does not 
specifically state what the effect of being taken off the register would be. 
 

The 15 members of the proposed Council would be appointed by the Minister for 
Information and Communications from a list of nominees presented by 14 organizations; the 
Minister would also appoint the chairman.  The Council in turn would appoint no less than five 
people, including at least one journalist, to serve on the committee. 
 

The bill has been criticized for making no reference to the existing self-regulation 
mechanisms through the Independent Media Council, an industry body in operation since 2003 
to oversee compliance to a code of conduct and manage an independent complaints committee.  
(Kenya Seeks to Regulate Journalism Practice, DAILY NATION (Nairobi), May 17, 20007, Open 
Source Center No. AFP20070517950031; Kenyan Government Tables Controversial Media Bill, 
THE STANDARD (Nairobi), May 17, 2007, Open Source Center No. AFP20070517950034.) 
(Constance A. Johnson, 7-9829, cojo@loc.gov) 
 
 

GENDER EQUALITY 
 
SENEGAL – New Law on Gender Parity Found Unconstitutional 
 

On March 27, 2007, the Senegalese National Assembly passed a law introducing gender 
parity on the list of proportional representation candidates that each political party will be 
presenting for the June 3, 2007, legislative election.  Passage of the law was initiated by 
President Abdoulaye Wade.  It is aimed at increasing the number of female members in 
Senegal’s future parliaments. 

 
The law encountered strong resistance and members of the various opposition parties 

challenged its constitutionality before the Constitutional Council.  On April 29, 2007, the 
Council found the law unconstitutional, stating that it violates the principle of equality of citizens 
and the Universal Declaration of the Rights of Man, which is incorporated in the preamble of the 
present Constitution.  The Council added that “the Constitution only knows the citizen, to whom 
it grants rights, and not categories of citizens.”  (Senegal Guarantees Gender Balance in 
Legislative Polls, AFRICA NEWS, Mar. 28, 2007, available at http://www.afrol.com/ 
articles/24891; Amadou Diouf, Loi sur la parité, le conseil constitutionnel désavoue Wade, 
ALLAFRICA.COM, Apr. 30, 2007, available at http://fr.allafrica.com/stories/200704300327.html.) 
(Nicole Atwill, 7-2832, natw@loc.gov) 
 
 

GOVERNMENT ETHICS 
 
ZAMBIA – Former President Found Guilty of Corruption 
 
 Zambia’s former President, Frederick Chiluba, was found guilty by a court in the United 
Kingdom of having taken the equivalent of US$46 million in public funds.  The decision was 
issued in connection with a civil suit brought on behalf of the Attorney General of Zambia.  
Chiluba has said that he does not accept the jurisdiction of the British courts in the matter.  Part 

mailto:cojo@loc.gov
http://www.afrol.com/articles/24891
http://www.afrol.com/articles/24891
http://fr.allafrica.com/stories/200704300327.html


6 W.L.B. 2007 The Law Library of Congress – 15 
 

of the money taken was apparently laundered through two U.K. law firms.  Evidence in the case 
included Chiluba’s designer wardrobe; he was said to have paid about US$1.2 million to a Swiss 
shop for clothing while in office from 1991 to 2001, a period during which he officially earned 
about US$100,000.  When a number of his suits were seized from a warehouse in 2005, Chiluba 
complained to the press, “What they have done is to bring my underpants out to the general 
public.” 
 
 The British International Development Secretary, Hilary Benn, had supported the suit and 
said of the ruling.  
 

This is an historic victory for the people of Zambia and shows their commitment to 
bringing those who steal from the state to account - however powerful they are.…  The 
money recovered can now be returned to the government of Zambia to be invested in the 
people’s future - such as education or clean drinking water for some of the 7m Zambians 
living in poverty.  

 
 Current Zambian President Levy Mwanawasa has launched an anti-corruption drive 
against the previous administration and has said he would pardon Chiluba if the former President 
admitted his guilt and returned 75 percent of the money taken.  (Zambia’s Chiluba Guilty of Graft, 
BBC NEWS, May 4, 2007, available at http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/africa/ 6624547.stm.) 
(Constance A. Johnson, 7-9829, cojo@loc.gov) 
 
 

GOVERNMENT ORGANIZATION 
 
NEPAL – Government Executive Authority Not Justiciable 
 
 On May 3, 2007, the Government of Nepal informed the Supreme Court that it had 
exercised its executive authority to amend Police Regulation 1992, on the formation of the 
Metropolitan Police force, and that the matter was not justiciable.  The Government amended the 
Regulation on February 12, 2007, but it was implemented retroactively from November 17, 
2006. 
 
 In challenging the Government’s decision to amend the Regulation with retrospective 
effect, advocate Madhav Kumar Basnet had contended that the action contravened the principle 
of law and the spirit of the Interim Constitution of 2007.  The Government claimed, however, in 
an affidavit submitted in response to show cause notices from the Supreme Court, that it can 
amend any regulation with retrospective effect and that the Metropolitan Police force was 
formed to maintain security in Nepal.  It argued: “[m]aintaining law and order and security in the 
country is an exclusive authority of the government and the Supreme Court cannot test the 
matter.  It is not a justiciable issue. … It is the job of the government to promulgate and amend 
Acts.”  The Government further stated, “[u]nder the doctrine of political necessity, the 
government has the authority to promulgate Acts that are compatible with the changed political 
system.”  (Government’s Executive Authority Not Justiciable, LEGAL NEWS FROM NEPAL, May 4, 
2007, http://news.kanunisanchar. com/archives.php?Action=ShowNews&NewsID=830.)  
(Wendy Zeldin, 7-9832, wzel@loc.gov) 
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SENEGAL – Reinstatement of the Senate 
 

The Senegalese National Assembly passed Law 10-2007 of May 10, 2007, reinstating the 
Senate. The latter is scheduled to hold its first session sometime in November, pursuant to the 
legislative election that will take place on June 3, 2007.  Established in 1999 by the socialist 
regime, the Senate was abolished by a referendum on the Constitution of January 7, 2001, one 
year after Abdoulaye Wade assumed office as President of the Republic.  At that time, the Senate 
was viewed as too costly and “useless.” 

 
According to LE MESSAGER, a local newspaper, the Council of Ministers has prepared a 

draft constitutional law setting forth the eligibility criteria for senators.  Under the proposed law, 
35 senators would be elected and 65 would be appointed by the President of the Republic.  The 
President of the Senate would become the number two official in the country’s line of succession 
in case of the resignation, incapacitation, or death of the President of the Republic.  (Senegalese 
Legislators Vote to Resuscitate Second House of Parliament, RADIO FRANCE INTERNATIONALE, 
MAY 11, 2007, Open Source Center, No. EUP20070511950025; Plénière à l’Assemblée 
nationale: La loi sur le sénat est adoptée, LE MESSAGER, http//www.lemessager.sn (last visited 
May 15, 2007).) 
(Nicole Atwill, 7-2832, natw@loc.gov) 
 
SERBIA – New Administration for Kosovo 
 
 On May 18, 2007, the Serbian government established a new Ministry for Kosovo and 
Metohija, tasked with the duties of state administration of the Serbian parts of the province and 
with drafting a new law on Kosovo’s autonomy.  The Ministry is to ensure the proper 
functioning of Serbian state institutions in the territory of Kosovo Province; its jurisdiction 
extends to finance, legal development, personnel decisions, education, health, social policy, 
culture, infrastructure, telecommunications, and activities of the Serbian Orthodox Church in the 
regions populated by non-Albanian communities.  The Ministry is designated to be the 
government institution in charge of cooperation with the U.N. Mission in Kosovo, KFOR (the 
NATO-led Kosovo Force), and the U.N. Commissioner for Refugees on issues regarding the 
displaced persons from Kosovo.  The Ministry is to propose to the Serbian government 
candidates for the negotiation team to handle negotiations on the settlement of the future status 
of the province.  (Ministry to Propose Law on Essential Autonomy, TANJUG DAILY NEWS, May 
18, 2007, available at http://www.securities.com.) 
(Peter Roudik, 7-9861, prou@loc.gov) 
 

HEALTH LAW AND REGULATION 
 
AUSTRALIA – Victoria State Permits Therapeutic Cloning 

 
Victoria has become the first Australian state to allow therapeutic cloning, following the 

passage of the Infertility Treatment Amendment Act 2007 (Vic).  This legislation permits the use 
of excess in vitro fertilization embryos to create stem cells for research into degenerative 
diseases.  (Infertility Treatment Amendment Act 2007 (VIC).)  
(Lisa White, 7-4987, liwh@loc.gov) 
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HUMAN RIGHTS 
 

 
BURUNDI – UN Urges Transitional Justice Mechanism 
 
 On May 30, 2007, the United Nations Security Council and Louise Arbour, the High 
Commissioner for Human Rights, urged Burundi to work for peace through justice.  The Council 
adopted a statement commending the country for recent political development and steps to 
promote national reconciliation and advocating that more be done to reform the security organs 
and deal with human rights abuses by security officers.  One such step would be to bring 
perpetrators of abuses to justice.  More efforts should be made, according to the statement, to 
“combat impunity and to promote and protect human rights, paying in this context particular 
attention to reducing the high level of gender-based violence and of violence against children.”  
One goal is to establish a transitional justice mechanism.  A U.N. Integrated Office in Burundi 
has been established to support the peace consolidation process. 
 

Commissioner Arbour, who had just returned from a visit to Burundi and other nations in 
the region, said that human rights concerns in the country include “a lack of independence of the 
judiciary, a culture of impunity and continued violence perpetrated by State agents and armed 
groups throughout the country.”  Although she cited a “determination from all sectors of society 
to participate actively in the ongoing democratic process” which could lead to peace, justice, and 
reconciliation, there is still a need for consensus building before the establishment of a Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission and a Special Tribunal.  One fundamental agreement that has been 
reached is that there will be no amnesty for genocide, war crimes, and crimes against humanity.  
At the same time, she hailed “a real determination from all sectors of society to participate 
actively in the ongoing democratic process, which, if properly channeled, should ensure lasting 
peace, justice and reconciliation.”  (Burundi: Security Council Urges Measures to Bring Rights 
Violators to Justice, UNNEWS, May 30, 2007, available from UNNews@un.org.) 
(Constance A. Johnson, 7-9829, cojo@loc.gov) 
 
CHAGOS ISLANDS (UNITED KINGDOM) – Evicted Islanders May Return Home 
 

A Court of Appeal ruling has overturned an order made by the British government in 
2004 that banned Chagos Islanders from returning to their homes.  The islanders were evicted in 
the 1960s from their homes on a chain of Islands in the Indian Ocean to make way for what is 
now the Diego Garcia U.S. military base.  The Islanders had previously obtained a high court 
judgment that their eviction was unlawful; however, the British government essentially nullified 
this judgment with an order that prevented the Islanders from returning to their homes.   

 
The Court of Appeal ruled that the order, made under the Royal Prerogative and thus not 

receiving Parliamentary approval, was unlawful and an abuse of power by the executive.  The 
judgment permits the Islanders to return to their home country, other than the island Diego 
Garcia, immediately, unless the government can show good cause for a stay.  (Secretary of State 
for the Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs v. R (on the Application of Bancoul) [2007] EWCA 
Civ 498; Chagos Islanders Win Legal Battle to Return Home, THE INDEPENDENT (London), May 
23, 2007, available at http://news.independent.co.uk/uk/legal/article2574434.ece.)   
(Clare Feikert, 7-5262, cfei@loc.gov) 
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INTERNATIONAL CRIMINAL COURT – Mission in Chad 
 
 The International Criminal Court (ICC), which in early May 2007 issued arrest warrants 
against individuals suspected of committing crimes against humanity and war crimes in Sudan’s 
Darfur region, conducted a three-day visit to refugee camps in eastern Chad.  The ICC officials 
were explaining their work, including the rights of victims to participate in all phases of ICC 
work, whether or not they eventually become witnesses.  On May 2, 2007, ICC Registrar Bruno 
Cathala and the Head of the Division of Victims and Counsel Didier Preira began their meetings 
with representatives from three refugee camps.  These camps, at Bredjing, Farchana, and 
Treguine, now house 65,000 of the approximately two million displaced persons from Darfur 
who are now in the neighboring nation.  (Darfur: International Criminal Court Holds Outreach 
Mission in Neighbouring Chad, UNNEWS, May 3, 2007, UNNews@un.org; Press Release, 
International Criminal Court, Visit of the Registrar to Refugee Camps in Eastern Chad (May 3, 
2007), available at http://www.icc-cpi.int/press/pressreleases/243.html.) 
(Constance A. Johnson, 7-9829, cojo@loc.gov) 
 
 

IMMIGRATION AND NATIONALITY LAW 
 
CANADA – Immigration Reforms Proposed to Prevent Exploitation and Abuse 
 
 On May 16, 2007, the Minister of Citizenship and Immigration introduced a bill that 
would give immigration officials the authority to deny persons work visas if they believe the 
applicant may be exploited or abused if he or she is admitted to Canada.  (An Act to Amend the 
Immigration and Refugee Protection Act, Bill C-57, 39th Parl. 1st Sess. http://www2.parl. 
gc.ca/HousePublications/Publication.aspx?DocId=2950025&Language=e&Mode=1).  Although 
the bill does not define exploitation or abuse, the Department of Citizenship and Immigration has 
released a statement stating that it is primarily aimed at protecting foreign strippers and other 
persons who may become victims of human trafficking.   
 
 Over the past year, the government has been trying to reduce the number of foreign 
strippers admitted to Canada, most of whom come from Eastern Europe, because of the large 
number of cases in which women admitted for that purpose have been forced into prostitution.  
However, immigration officials are generally required to issue permits to persons who meet the 
existing criteria for temporary workers.  The proposed changes would give these officials the 
authority to deny permits to persons who may be at risk.  These changes could also be applied to 
other businesses that have a history of exploiting or abusing persons.  (Press Release, Citizenship 
and Immigration Canada, Canada’s New Government Introduces Amendments to Deny Work 
Permits to Foreign Strippers (May 16, 2007), available at http://www.cic.gc.ca/english/ 
press/07/2007-05-16.html.) 
(Stephen Clarke, 7-7121, scla@loc.gov) 
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CANADA – New Office to Help Skilled Immigrants Find Jobs 
 
 Of the approximately 250,000 new immigrants that Canada accepts annually, over two-
thirds fall into the skilled worker category.  Canada favors skilled workers because experience 
has shown that they are the type of immigrants who are most likely to become successfully 
established in Canada.  However, Canada is experiencing a growing problem with new skilled 
immigrants being unable to find jobs in their chosen fields despite the fact that unemployment is 
at a 30-year low.  One reason for this is that the provinces license most professions, and some 
provinces have not recognized foreign credentials as quickly as the federal government would 
like.   
 
 In order to assist underemployed persons, the Department of Citizenship and Immigration 
has established a new Foreign Credentials Referral Office.  This office will attempt to help 
immigrants have their credentials assessed and recognized even before they enter the country.  
The Foreign Credentials Referral Office will also attempt to help new skilled immigrants 
“navigate through the complex system of foreign credentials recognition,” according to the 
Minister of Citizenship and Immigration.  Additionally, the Department has set up a Web site, 
http://www.credentials.gc.ca, to help individuals find jobs for which they are immediately 
qualified.  (New Government Office to Help Foreign Professionals Get Accredited in Canada, 
CANADIAN PRESS, May 24, 2007, available at http://www2.parl.gc.ca/HousePublications/ 
Publication.aspx?DocId=2950025&Language=e&Mode=1.) 
(Stephen Clarke, 7-7121, scla@loc.gov) 
 
SINGAPORE – Introduction of Working Vacation Program 
  

Singapore has introduced a new work visa to permit students and graduates of 
universities in Australia, France, Germany, Hong Kong, Japan, New Zealand, the United 
Kingdom, and the United States between 17 and 30 years of age to work for six months within 
Singapore.  The purpose of the program is to allow students to experience life in Singapore and 
thus encourage them to work in Singapore after their graduation or later in their careers.  (Press 
Release, Ministry of Manpower, MOM Introduces Work Holiday Programme (May 18, 2007), 
available at http://app.sprinter.gov.sg/data/pr/20070518985.pdf.)  
(Lisa White, 7-4987, liwh@loc.gov) 
 
ZAMBIA – New Committee to Screen Expatriate Work-Permit Applications 
 
 The Government of Zambia has established a committee under the Ministry of Labour 
and Social Security to examine expatriates’ work permit applications before the Department of 
Immigration can issue the permits to successful applicants.  Ngosa Shisupa, Permanent Secretary 
of the Ministry, stated on May 21, 2007, that the Government would disqualify the applications 
of foreign expatriates whose professional skills could be supplied by Zambians, by means of the 
screening process carried out by the new committee.  (State Sets Up Committee to Scrutinize 
Work Permit Applications from Expatriates, ZAMBIA DAILY MAIL (Lusaka), http://www.daily-
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mail.com.zm, under “Zambia,” in Highlights: Daily News Digest for Botswana, Swaziland and 
Zambia, May 23, 2007, Open Source Center No. AFP20070523516009.) 
(Wendy Zeldin, 7-9832, wzel@loc.gov) 
 
 

INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY 
 
EUROPEAN UNION – Criminal Penalties for Infringement of Intellectual Property Rights  
 
 Recently, the European Union has been experiencing a tremendous rise in the circulation 
of fake goods, including handbags, sports cars, and medications.  In an effort to curb this 
problem, which, according to the European Commission (EC), is associated with organized 
crime, a directive is pending before the European Parliament. For the first time, the Directive 
requires EU Members to adopt criminal sanctions including imprisonment and fines for those 
who intentionally violate intellectual property rights for purposes of commercial gain.  The 
maximum fine is at least €300,000 and/or four years of imprisonment.  The draft Directive 
excludes patent rights.  The Legal Affairs Committee of the EU Parliament has endorsed the 
proposal.   
 
 Until September 2005, the EC was precluded from legislating on criminal law issues.  
However, following a ruling by the European Court of Justice on environmental crimes, the EC 
acquired new powers to introduce legislation in order to harmonize criminal laws across the 
border.  (MEPS Approve Criminal Law in Copyright Area, EUOBSERVER, Mar. 3, 2007, 
available at http://euobserver.com/ 9/23750/?rk=1.) 
(Theresa Papademetriou, 7-9857, tpap@loc.gov) 
 
KOREA, SOUTH – Reward for Piracy Informers 
 

The Korea Trade Commission, which is under the Ministry of Commerce, Industry, and 
Energy, is planning to reward people who report violations of intellectual property rights by 
giving them ten percent of the fines the pirates must pay.  (Gov’t to Reward Piracy Informers, 
CHOSUNILBO, May 15, 2007, available at http://english.chosun.com/w21data/html/news/ 
200705/200705150018.html.)  
(Sayuri Umeda, 7-0075, sume@loc.gov) 
 
 

INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 
 
AUSTRALIA – Implementation of U.N. Sanctions Against Iran 

 
The Australian government has implemented United Nation’s Resolution 1747 imposing 

sanctions on Iran into Australian domestic law via amendments to the Customs (Prohibited 
Imports) Regulations 1956 (Cth) and by United Nations (Sanctions – Iran) Regulations 2007 
(Cth).  Under Australian law, it is now an offense to import from Iran arms or related material 
(regardless of whether or not such material originated in Iran) or to engage in conduct resulting 
in the procurement of arms or related material from Iran (regardless of whether or not such 
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material orginated in Iran).  (Customs (Prohibited Imports) Regulations 1956 (Cth), United 
Nations (Sanctions – Iran) Regulations 2007 (Cth).)  
(Lisa White, 7-4987, liwh@loc.gov) 
 
PORTUGAL – Strengthening Brazil-EU Ties 
 
 Portugal is planning to make Brazil a strategic partner of the European Union when 
Portuguese Prime Minister Sócrates Carvalho Pinto de Sousa assumes, in July 2007, the 
presidency of the EU.  It will be Portugal’s third European Community presidency and will 
coincide with the 50th anniversary of the existence of that institution. 
 
 At Portugal’s suggestion, the EU is organizing the first summit meeting between the EU 
and Brazil, to take place in Lisbon on July 4, 2007.  On that occasion, Carvalho Pinto de Sousa is 
scheduled to meet with Brazilian President Luiz Inácio Lula da Silva to discuss a future strategic 
partnership between the EU and Brazil.  The meeting is expected to enable Brazil to achieve a 
position of parity in political talks with the EU, a status only enjoyed by the United States, 
Canada, Russia, China, Japan, and India. 
 
 To this effect, Portugal has successfully contacted all the EU partners to bring to their 
attention the significance of granting Brazil this status, which is viewed as justified by Brazil’s 
current international importance.  Throughout, Portuguese officials have worked very closely 
with Brazilian authorities.  (Brazil: Portugal to Use EU Presidency to Strengthen Brazilian Ties, 
May 16, 2007, Open Source Center, No. LAP20070516032003.) 
(Eduardo Soares, 7-3525, esoa@loc.gov) 
 
UNITED STATES – Tax Liens on Property Owned by Foreign State Upheld 
    

On June 14, 2007, the U.S. Supreme Court ruled that the Foreign Sovereign Immunities 
Act of 1976 (FSIA) does not immunize a foreign government from a lawsuit to enforce a tax lien 
on property held by the foreign government for the purpose of housing its employees.  Under 
New York law, real property owned by a foreign government is exempt from taxation if it is 
“used exclusively” for diplomatic offices or for the quarters of a diplomat “with the rank of 
ambassador or minister plenipotentiary” to the United Nations.  However, portions of such real 
property used for other purposes, such as housing lower-level employees, are not immune from 
taxation under New York law.  Due to India’s refusal to pay real estate taxes on these portions, 
unpaid taxes eventually converted into tax liens.  The City of New York filed lawsuits to obtain 
declaratory judgments establishing the validity of the liens.  Both the federal trial court and the 
Court of Appeals for the Second Circuit found the liens to be valid.  An appeal to the U.S. 
Supreme Court followed. 
 

The Court noted that under the FSIA, a foreign state is presumptively immune from 
lawsuits unless a specific exception applies.  One such exception is where rights in immovable 
property situated in the United States are in issue.  The Court found that the City of New York’s 
tax lien against property owned by the Permanent Mission of India constituted an interest in 
“immovable property situated in the United States” and thus fell under the FSIA exception.  The 
Court also found that the FSIA’s purpose was to recognize the doctrine of sovereign immunity 
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with respect to a foreign state’s public or sovereign acts, but not private acts, and that property 
ownership was not an inherently public act.  (Permanent Mission of India to the United Nations 
v. City of New York, No. 06–134 (June 14, 2007).) 
(Gary Robinson, 7-3802, grob@loc.gov)   
  
 

JUSTICE 
 
INDIA – Power of Courts to Order CBI Investigation Challenged  
 
 Following the mass killing of 11 Trinamool Congress workers in 2001 in the Gabreta, 
Midnapore, district of West Bengal, on a special leave petition (SLP) filed by the West Bengal 
Government on April 7, 2001, the Calcutta High Court ordered a Central Bureau of Investigation 
(CBI) inquiry into the killings.  The high court’s order was challenged in the Supreme Court on 
the grounds that the CBI can take up an investigation only with the prior approval of the state 
government concerned.   
 

The counsel for the West Bengal Government stated that the courts have no power to 
make the impugned order of inquiry by CBI, as the statute governing the rules of the 
investigation agency expressly prohibits it.  Counsel cited section 6 of the Delhi Special Police 
Establishment Act, 1946, under which the CBI is constituted, which states that the agency can 
conduct an investigation only with the state government’s prior consent.  

 
On November 8, 2006, a Supreme Court bench of two judges, after hearing the 

arguments, had referred the matter to a larger bench for its views.  The matter has assumed 
greater significance because, on March 15, 2007, the Calcutta High Court ordered a CBI inquiry 
into another similar incident of mass killing of workers.  In this recent incident, the workers were 
protesting the government’s acquisition of their lands to set up a special economic zone, which 
placed the communist government of West Bengal in an embarrassing situation.  

 
When the matter came up for a hearing before a bench of three judges of the Supreme 

Court, the latter held that the issue needed to be examined by a Constitution Bench and 
accordingly ordered it referred to that body.  (Constitution Bench to Decide Court’s Power to 
Order CBI Probe, THE HINDU, Mar. 21, 2007, available at http://www.hindu.com/thehindu/ 
holnus/000200703211901.htm.) 
(Krishan Nehra, 7-7103, kneh@loc.gov) 
 

 
MONEY LAUNDERING 

 
GHANA – Money Laundering Bill  
 
 The Cabinet of Ghana has approved an anti-money laundering bill, according to a May 7, 
2007, news report, and it is now being discussed by the relevant parliamentary subcommittee.  
The Minister of National Security, Francis Poku, who spoke at the opening of a workshop for 
financial intelligence units in West Africa being held in Accra, stated that the Ghanaian 
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government “is watching with keen interest the activities of law-enforcement agencies and all 
state institutions which are charged with the responsibility of monitoring the illegal networks of 
drug traffickers, terrorists and all who use money laundering to sustain the criminal industry.”  
(Ghanaian Cabinet Approves Bill to Fight Money Laundering, GHANA BROADCASTING 
CORPORATION RADIO 1, May 7, 2007, Open Source Center No. AFP20070507950049.) 
 
 It was reported in February 2007 that Ghana had signed two agreements with the United 
Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) in order to build the operational and logistical 
capacity of the country’s law enforcement agencies to combat money laundering and drug 
trafficking.  The anti-money laundering and anti-terrorist financing agreement is being jointly 
implemented by the Anti-Money Laundering Inter-Governmental Group of the Economic 
Community of West African States (ECOWAS) Secretariat and the UNODC.  The project’s aim 
is to support anti-money laundering efforts in West Africa “by enhancing specialized knowledge, 
legislative framework and operational capability at the sub-regional and national levels.”  
(Ghana: UNODC Sign Agreement on Drug Trafficking and Money Laundering, EXPO TIMES, 
Feb. 18, 2007, available at http://www.expotimes.net/backissues_monthly/backissuesfeb/ 
feb2007/000018feb.html.) 
(Wendy Zeldin, 7-9832, wzel@loc.gov) 
 

NATIONAL SECURITY 
 
LEBANON – Twenty Members of “Fath al-Islam” Indicted 
 
 On May 30, 2007, the investigative judge assigned to the Lebanese Military Tribunal 
indicted 19 Lebanese nationals and one Syrian who are members of the extremist organization 
known as “Fath al-Islam.”  The indictment consists of several counts that include formation of 
armed gangs to commit murders and other serious crimes against the public, to destroy public 
confidence in the State and its civil and military institutions, and to commit terrorist acts.  
(Twenty Members of ‘Fath al-Islam’ Are Indicted, AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT, May 31, 2007, 
available at http://www.asharqalawsat.com/.)  
(Issam Saliba, 7-9840, isal@loc.gov) 
 
UNITED KINGDOM – Two Jailed over Breach of Official Secrets Act 
 
 Two individuals – a civil servant and a researcher for a Member of Parliament – have 
been jailed under the United Kingdom’s Official Secrets Act 1989 for attempting to leak details 
of a conversation between Prime Minister Tony Blair and President George W. Bush that 
occurred in the Oval Office of the White House and concerned Iraq.  The details were contained 
in a four-page document prepared at Downing Street and passed from the civil servant, who was 
working at the Cabinet Office, to a researcher for an MP.  The document was then passed from 
the researcher to the MP, who alerted Downing Street, which subsequently called in the police.  
The civil servant was sentenced to six months of imprisonment, and the researcher was 
sentenced to three months.  (Robert Verkaik, Two Jailed for Trying to Leak Details of Blair's 
Talks with Bush, THE INDEPENDENT (London), May 10, 2007, available at http://news. 
independent.co.uk/uk/legal/article2527728.ece.) 
(Clare Feikert, 7-5262, cfei@loc.gov) 

PENSIONS AND RETIREMENT 
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GERMANY – Garnishment of Retirement Income  
 
 On March 26, 2007, Germany promulgated the Act Protecting Old Age Income from 
Attachment (BUNDESGESETZBLATT I at 368).  The Act adds sections 851 c and 851 d to the Code 
of Civil Procedure.  These provisions protect retirement savings plans and the benefits derived 
from them against attachment by debtors and are analogous to protections of wage and pension 
income already enacted in sections 850 – 851 b of the Code.  On the basis of these provisions, 
wages and pensions that do not exceed €930 (US$1,255) per month cannot be garnished, and 
receipts in excess of these amounts can be garnished only partially.  The newly introduced 
provisions extend this protection to certain retirement savings plans that are tax favored and to 
the income derived from them in old age.  The reform benefits primarily the self-employed, who 
rely on such plans for old age protection.  Prior to the reform, their old age income was not 
adequately protected against bankruptcy. 
(Edith Palmer, 7-9860, epal@loc.gov) 
 
GERMANY – Social Security  
 
 The Act Adjusting Retirement Age in Old Age Pension Insurance was promulgated on 
April 20, 2007 (BUNDESGESETZBLATT I at 554).  The Act raises the social security retirement age 
from the current 65 years to 67 years, and it phases in this change between 2012 and 2024 by 
increasing the retirement age by one month during each year and between 2025 and 2029 by 
increasing the retirement age by two months each year.  The change begins to affect workers 
born after 1946.  Those born in 1947 can retire at age 65 plus one month and those born in 1964 
will have to work until age 67 before being eligible for their full pension.  Germany raised the 
retirement age in the mandatory social security old-age pension scheme to improve the financial 
situation of the system and to take into account demographic changes. 
(Edith Palmer, 7-9860, epal@loc.gov) 
 
JAPAN – Integration of Employee’s Pension and Mutual Aid Pensions  

The bill to amend the Employee Pension Law and other related laws in order to integrate 
employee pensions and mutual aid pensions was submitted to the Japanese Diet in April 2007.  
(Cabinet Bill No. 95, 166th Diet Session.)  The public servants’ pension system has certain 
advantages over private firms’ pension system.  For example, until 1962, public servants did not 
have to pay pension premiums.  The government filled the fund to compensate for the lack of 
pre-1962 premiums.  When the Diet passes the bill and it becomes effective, a public servant’s 
pension will be reduced by up to ten percent.  (Hiyosha nenkin seido no ichigenka to ni kansuru 
kihon hoshin ni tsuite [Regarding integration policy of employee’s pension], Cabinet Decision 
(Apr. 28, 2006), available at http://www.mhlw.go.jp/houdou/2006/04/h0428-4.html.) 
(Sayuri Umeda, 7-0075, sume@loc.gov) 
 
SWITZERLAND – Civil Service Retirement 
 
 With the promulgation on December 20, 2006, of the Act on the Federal Pension Fund 
(AMTLICHE SAMMLUNG DES BUNDESRECHTS 2004, at 2239), Switzerland reformed its civil 
service retirement system.  The reform becomes effective in 2008.  It aims at providing sufficient 
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capital for the actuarially sound pension system by increasing employee contributions, 
decreasing benefits, and increasing the retirement age to 65, while at the same time decreasing 
the government’s contribution.  Whereas currently the government is liable for two-thirds of the 
risk of inflation, under the reformed system, the employers and employees share the inflation risk 
equally.  However, the Federal Government will continue to guarantee the system (Botschaft, 
Sept. 23, 2005, BUNDESBLATT 5829).  It is expected that many civil servants who are eligible to 
retire will do so before the new system goes into effect in order to retain their currently expected 
benefit level (Frühpensionierungenwerden die Publica belasten, NEUE ZUERCHER ZEITUNG, 
Mar. 27, 2007, at 14, LEXIS/NEXIS, WORLD Library, NZZ File.) 
(Edith Palmer, 7-9860, epal@loc.gov) 
 

PROPERTY LAW 
 

CHINA – Land Laws, Regulations, Rules Being Reviewed 
 
 On May 8, 2007, the Ministry of Land and Resources (MLR) of China circulated a notice 
on implementing the landmark Property Rights Law (promulgated by the National People’s 
Congress on March 16, 2007) (see also CHINA – Property Rights Law, 4 W.L.B. 2007).  
According to the notice, a thorough review of the currently effective land laws, regulations, and 
rules in order to avoid conflict with the Property Rights Law is underway, which is to be 
completed by the end of year 2007.  Those in conflict with the Property Rights Law will be 
amended or abolished.  Local land and resources authorities are called upon to review the local 
land rules as well.  (Guotu Ziyuan Bu Guanyu Guanche Shishi Zhonghua Renmin Gongheguo 
Wuquan Fa de Tongzhi [The MLR Notice on Implementing PRC Property Rights Law], GOV.CN 
[central government official Web site], May 8, 2007, available at http://www.gov.cn/zwgk/2007-
05/17/content_617406.htm.)  
 
 The notice specifically mentions three new regulations that are to be promulgated this 
year.  Under the Property Rights Law, although ownership of all city lands is still exclusively 
enjoyed by the state, residential construction land-use rights will automatically be renewed on 
expiry.  The Law leaves open detailed issues such as land premiums for the renewals, issues that 
are expected to be interpreted by one of the three sets of regulations, the “Regulations on 
Determination of Ownership of Land and Land-Use Rights.”  The other two regulations are 
“Regulations on Land Registration” and “Administrative Rules on Allocated Land-Use Rights.”  
(2007 Nian Jiang Wancheng Wuquan Fa Sanbu Bumen Peitao Guizhang de Zhiding [Three 
Departmental Regulations to Cope with the Property Rights Law to Be Issued by 2007], 
XINHUANET, May 21, 2007, available at http://news.xinhuanet.com/legal/2007-05/21/ 
content_6129057.htm.) 
 
 In addition, the Supreme People’s Court is preparing a judicial interpretation of the 
Property Rights Law.  (Zuigao Renmin Fayuan Jiang Shishi Zhiding Wuquan Fa Xiangguan Sifa 
Jieshi [The Supreme People’s Court Is to Issue Judicial Interpretation of the Property Rights 
Law in Proper Time], XINHUANET, Mar. 29, 2007, available at http://news.xinhuanet.com/legal/ 
2007-03/29/content_5913950.htm.) 
(Laney Zhang, 7-6303, lzha@loc.gov) 

RELIGION 
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SAUDI ARABIA – Authorities Release Five Kuwaitis 
 
 On May 20, 2007, Saudi Arabian authorities released from detention five Kuwaitis who 
had been held in custody for interrogation for ten days.  The Kuwaitis were arrested in Medina 
for distributing religious audio cassettes and were released to the Kuwaiti authorities.  The 
Director of Public Relations of the Ministry of Interior in Kuwait acknowledged that Kuwait had 
received the detainees and would complete the investigation of them.  (Authorities Release Five 
Kuwaitis, AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT, May 21, 2007, available at http://www.asharqalawsat.com/.) 
(Issam Saliba, 7-9840, isal@loc.gov) 
 

TAXATION 
 

CANADA – Quebec Government Proposes Large Tax Cut 
 
 The Province of Quebec has among the highest average tax rates and the most extensive 
system of social services in Canada.  During the March 2007 election campaign, taxes were a 
major issue.  Since being returned to power, the Liberal government headed by Premier Jean 
Charest has presented a budget that cuts taxes by almost Can$1.2 billion annually.  Because 
Premier Charest’s government is a minority one that does not have half of the seats in the 
National Assembly, Charest will need the support of one of the two other represented parties to 
have his budget approved.  The party in second place, the Action Democratique du Quebec, has 
already indicated that it will oppose the measure because it favors a balanced budget.  This 
means that the fate of the government will probably rest in the hands of the separatist Parti 
Quebecois (PQ).  Since almost winning the 1995 referendum that could have led to a declaration 
of independence for Quebec, the PQ has lost much support and is currently without a leader.  
The government is hoping that the PQ will be obliged to support the budget because it is not 
prepared for another election.  Defeat of the budget would oblige the Premier to call an election, 
even though his current government is only three months old.  The Premier is also counting on 
increases in transfer payments from the federal government to largely offset the large tax cuts.  
(Les Perreaux, Quebecers Get Long-Awaited Tax Cut, PQ to Decide Life of Minority 
Government, CANADA PRESS, May 24, 2007, available at http://ca.news.yahoo.com/s/capress/ 
070524/national/quebudget _4.) 
(Stephen Clarke, 7-7121, scla@loc.gov) 
 
LATVIA – New Subjects of Income Taxation 
 
 On May 21, 2007, the Latvian Parliament passed amendments to the Income Tax Law.  
The action was taken in the course of adopting the government’s anti-inflation plan, which is 
aimed at stopping consumer price hikes.  Under the amended Law, real estate transactions of 
Latvian residents are subject to income tax.  The Law establishes a new 25-percent tax on profits 
derived from real estate transactions.  Individuals who have owned a property for more than five 
years and used it as a primary residence for more than one year will be exempt from paying this 
tax; those who have registered their property before the amended Law enters into force will not 
pay the tax until the year 2010.  The Latvian Finance Ministry, the author of the bill, stated that it 
hopes that the new provisions will help to restrict speculative deals in the real estate market and 
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lower price increases in the real estate sector.  (Latvia: Residents to Pay Income Tax on Real 
Estate Deals, BNS BUSINESS WEEKLY, May 21, 2007, available at http://www.securities.com.)  
(Peter Roudik, 7-9861, prou@loc.gov) 
 
ZAMBIA – Planned Increase in Mineral Royalties and Corporate Taxes 
  
 In early May 2007, Zambia’s Finance and National Planning Minister, Ngandu Magande, 
was quoted as saying that the government planned to raise mineral royalties and corporate taxes 
in June after renegotiating development agreements with foreign mining firms.   According to 
Magande, the government had informed foreign copper and cobalt mining companies of an 
increase in mineral royalties to three per cent from the current 0.6 per cent and of the corporate 
tax to 30 percent from the current 25 percent.  (Government To Review Mineral Royalties, Taxes 
with Mining Companies, ZAMBIA DAILY MAIL (Lusaka) [Government-owned daily newspaper], 
http://www.daily-mail.co.zm, under “Zambia,” in Highlights: Daily News Digest for Botswana, 
Swaziland and Zambia, May 4, 2007, Open Source Center No. AFP20070504516009.)  Maxwell 
Mwale, Deputy Minister of Mines and Minerals Development, has emphasized, however, that in 
re-negotiating the mining agreements the government “would adopt a policy of persuasion.”  
(Government to Adopt Policy of Persuasion in Renegotiating Mining Agreements, THE POST 
(Lusaka) [a daily pro-opposition newspaper], http://www.postzambia.com, under “Zambia,” in 
Highlights: Daily News Digest for Botswana, Swaziland and Zambia, May 11, 2007, Open 
Source Center No. AFP20070511516010.)  
(Wendy Zeldin, 7-9832, wzel@loc.gov) 
 
 

TERRORISM 
 

AUSTRALIA – Terrorism Charges 
 

The Australian Federal Police have reported that two men have been charged with 
terrorism offenses under the Criminal Code Act 1995 (Cth) in relation to their association with 
the terrorist organization Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) in Sri Lanka.  Specifically, 
the men were each charged with being a member of a terrorist organization, knowing that the 
organization is a terrorist organization; providing support to a terrorist organization; and 
intentionally receiving funds from or making funds available to a terrorist organization, knowing 
that the organization is a terrorist organization.  (Press Release, Australian Federal Police, Two 
Men Charged with Terrorism Offences (May 1, 2007), available at http://www.afp.gov. 
au/media_releases/national/2007/two_men_charged_with_terrorism_offences.) 
(Lisa White, 7-4987, liwh@loc.gov) 
 
EUROPEAN UNION – Surveillance of Terrorist Websites 
 
 The European Union has intensified its efforts to find out about terrorist activities 
through the Internet.  In April 2007, the EU established an online police portal named “Check the 
Web,” which permits the 27 Member States to pool data on Islamist propaganda and Internet 
chatter at the European Police Office (Europol) located in the Hague.  This portal is accessible to 
five experts from each Member State.  It will include a list of links to Web sites that will be 
monitored, statements made by terrorist organizations, and other information.   
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In a May 2007 meeting in Brussels, EU ambassadors stressed that “terrorists use the 

Internet not only as a means to communicate and spread propaganda, but also to radicalize, 
recruit and train terrorists … .”  The ambassadors emphasized that the police portal must be 
strengthened in order to combat terrorism more effectively.  (EU to Strengthen Surveillance of 
Terrorist Websites, EUOBSERVER, May 31, 2007, available at http://euobserver.com/ 
9/24162?rk=1.)  
(Theresa Papademetriou, 7-9857, tpap@loc.gov) 
 
MEXICO – Government Committee to Oversee Compliance with Treaties on Terrorism 
 
 On May 28, 2007, Mexico’s National Security Council ordered the creation of the 
Special Committee for Disarmament, Terrorism, and International Security, which will monitor 
and oversee compliance with international agreements on these matters.  The Committee will be 
led by the Secretary of the Interior and include representatives of several top Cabinet offices, 
such as the federal Attorney General’s Office and the Foreign Relations and Defense 
Departments. 
 
 The Committee will establish six specialized working groups: nuclear arms, chemical and 
biological weapons, conventional arms, the fight against terrorism, legal and administrative 
procedures, and international security.  These working groups will be responsible for designing 
and implementing strategies to effectively comply with international legal obligations on these 
matters.  (Acuerdo del Consejo de Seguridad Nacional por el que se establece un Comité 
Especializado de Alto Nivel para coordinar las acciones del Poder Ejecutivo Federal que dan 
cumplimiento a las obligaciones internacionales del Estado mexicano en el ámbito nacional en 
materia de desarme, terrorismo y/o seguridad internacionales [National Security Council Orders 
the Creation of Special Committee for Disarmament, Terrorism and International Security in 
Order to Monitor and Oversee Compliance with International Agreements on These Matters], 
FEDERAL OFFICIAL GAZETTE, May  28, 2007, available at http://www.ordenjuridico.gob.mx/ 
Federal/PE/APF/APC/SEGOB/Acuerdos/2007/28052007(1).pdf.) 
(Gustavo Guerra, 7-7104, ggue@loc.gov) 
 
SOMALIA – Anti-Terrorism Law Adopted 
 
 Somalia’s interim Parliament (still located in the city of Baidoa, although the new 
transitional government is now based in Mogadishu) approved an anti-terrorism bill on May 3, 
2007, as part of an effort to establish national security in the country.  It was reported that 169 
Members of Parliament voted in favor of the bill and 14 abstained.  The MPs had debated over 
the most rational time to approve the bill, but many subsequently agreed that enforcement of the 
new law would “serve the general interest of the Somali population” with regard to the battles 
now being waged by the government, backed by Ethiopian soldiers, against “Islamic fighters.”  
(Somalia Parliament Passes New Anti-Terrorism Bill 4 May, SOMALI NETRADIO, May 4, 2007, 
Open Source Center No. AFP20070504509009.) 
 
 In its draft form, the bill included the death penalty as punishment for perpetrators of 
terror attacks.  It also prescribed sentences of life and long-term imprisonment and confiscation 
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of property for suspected terrorists, stating that anyone who “assists, trains, or provokes [sic] 
terrorists” will face one or more of the above-mentioned punishments.  In addition, the bill 
banned “the use of symbols, flags, and teaching used by known terrorist organizations.”  
(Somalia: Somali Parliament Debates Anti-Terror Bill, THE ETHIOPIAN HERALD, Mar. 2, 2007, 
available at http://allafrica.com/stories/200703020339.html.) 
(Wendy Zeldin, 7-9832, wzel@loc.gov) 
 
UNITED STATES – Terrorism Suspect Ordered Released from Military Detention 
    

On June 11, 2007, the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Fourth Circuit reversed the ruling of 
a federal trial court and granted the habeas corpus petition of a terrorism suspect, Ali Saleh 
Kahlah al-Marri, who has been held in military detention in the United States since his arrest in 
December 2001.  Al-Marri had entered the United States legally with his wife and children in 
September 2001 and was pursuing a master’s degree at the time of his arrest at the same Illinois 
institution where he had obtained a bachelor’s degree in 1991.  The fact that al-Marri had 
developed substantial voluntary connections with the United States distinguished his case from 
those of detainees at the U.S. Naval base in Guantanamo Bay and elsewhere, who had been both 
captured and detained outside of the United States and who under recent federal statutes had had 
their statutory right to file habeas petitions replaced by procedures involving military tribunals 
(see, e.g., 4 WLB 2007).  The court found that al-Marri, as a legal resident alien, had a 
constitutional right to file a habeas petition and that the constitutional right had not been affected 
by the laws pertaining to detainees captured abroad.   

 
The court also determined that an association with al-Qaeda would not suffice to 

characterize al-Marri as an “enemy combatant,” rather than a criminal, when he was not the 
subject of a foreign state at war with the United States, nor working with the armed forces of 
such a state on the battlefield.  The court found that the Patriot Act set forth appropriate criminal 
procedures for handling cases of domestic terrorism and that those procedures, not indefinite 
military detainment, would be the appropriate course to follow in al-Marri’s case.  The court said 
that “the Constitution does not allow the President to order the military to seize civilians residing 
within the United States and detain them indefinitely without criminal process, and this is so 
even if he calls them ‘enemy combatants.’” 
 

The court remanded the case to the trial court, with instructions to issue a writ of habeas 
corpus directing the Secretary of Defense to release al-Marri from military custody.  It stated, 
“[t]he Government can transfer al-Marri to civilian authorities to face criminal charges, initiate 
deportation proceedings against him, hold him as a material witness in connection with grand 
jury proceedings, or detain him for a limited time pursuant to the Patriot Act.  But military 
detention of al-Marri must cease.”  (Al-Marri v. Wright, No. 06-7427 (4th Cir., June 11, 2007).) 
(Gary Robinson, 7-3802, grob@loc.gov)   
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CHINA – Rules for the Representative Offices of Overseas Stock Exchanges  
 
 On May 20, 2007, the day before the departure of a Chinese delegation to Washington, 
D.C., for the China-U.S. second Strategic Economic Dialogue (SED), the China Securities 
Regulatory Commission (CSRC) issued the Administrative Rules on Representative Offices in 
China of Overseas Stock Exchanges, spelling out detailed management methods for the 
establishment of representative offices of overseas stock exchanges in China.  
 
 Under one of the agreements the two countries reached in the first SED in December 
2006, China will allow the New York Stock Exchange and the NASDAQ to “open offices in 
China.”  (China-U.S. First Strategic Economic Dialogue Ends, GOV.cn [the Chinese 
government’s official Web portal], Dec. 15, 2006, available at http://www.gov.cn/misc/2006-
12/15/content_470126.htm.) 
 
 The Rules will come into effect on July 1.  To be eligible to establish a representative 
office in China, the applicant stock exchange must have been in operation for more than 20 years 
and have a fine financial record.  In addition, the home country must have signed a memorandum 
of understanding on supervision cooperation with the CSRC.  The representative offices are 
prohibited from “conducting business activities.”  They may only conduct “non-business 
activities” such as liaison, promotion, and investigation and research.  No less than half of the 
staff working in the representative offices must come from the domestic labor market, according 
to the Rules.  The Rules also apply to applicant stock exchanges from Hong Kong, Macao, and 
Taiwan.  (China Allows Overseas Stock Exchanges to Establish Offices, XINHUANET, May 20, 
2007, available at http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2007-05/20/content_6127731.htm; text of 
the Rules in Chinese, CSRC official Web site, http://www.csrc.gov.cn/n575458/ 
n575667/n642011/3755914.html (last visited May 20, 2007).) 
(Laney Zhang, 7-6303, lzha@loc.gov) 
 
EAC/COMESA – External Tariff Agreement 
 
 It was reported on May 7, 2007, that the East African Community (EAC) and the 
Common Market for East and Southern Africa (COMESA) have agreed on a common external 
tariff in advance of COMESA’s customs union, which is expected to be launched in December 
2007.  The EAC customs union was inaugurated in 2004.  There is pressure on Tanzania, the 
only EAC member that is part of the South Africa Development Community (SADC), to join 
COMESA; if SADC implements its customs union with Tanzania still a member, it will create 
confusion, according to EAC official Beatrice Kiraso.   
 
 The above issue was among several matters to be discussed at the COMESA business 
forum that opened on May 18, 2007, and culminated in the twelfth Heads of State Summit held 
on May 22-23, attended by a number of Heads of State, trade ministers, and senior officials.  
Other issues on the agenda were progress on negotiations of the Economic Partnership 
Agreement (EPAs) with the EU and other trading blocs; consolidation of a COMESA free trade 
area; integration of the proposed COMESA customs union and development of its infrastructure; 
and services and communications in the region.  (Geoffrey Kamali, EAC, COMESA Nod 
External Tariffs, EAST AFRICAN BUSINESS WEEK, May 7, 2007, available at 
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http://www.busiweek.com/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=3303&Itemid=9; 
The 12th COMESA Summit: Nairobi May 2007, COMESA Summit Web page, 
http://www.comesasummit.go.ke/ (last visited May 11, 2007); Comesa Business Summit Gets 
Underway in Nairobi, KENYA BROADCASTING CORPORATION, May 18, 2007, available at 
http://www.kbc.co.ke/story.asp?ID=42658.)  
(Wendy Zeldin, 7-9832, wzel@loc.gov)   
 
INDIA/MEXICO – Investment Protection Agreement  
 

India has signed a ten-year bilateral investment promotion and protection agreement with 
Mexico, to promote the flow of investment between the two countries and allow free repatriation 
of funds by investors.  Under the agreement, each country will accord the same treatment to 
investors from the other country as given to domestic investors.  

 
The countries already have a memorandum of understanding on the establishment of a 

bilateral “High Level Group” to facilitate investment and economic cooperation and are also 
exploring the possibilities of entering into a Preferential Trade Agreement to improve bilateral 
trade.  It is expected that this agreement will help Indian companies access the markets in the 
United States and Canada in addition to Mexico, since Mexico is a member of the North 
American Free Trade Agreement.  (India, Mexico Sign Investment Protection Agreement, THE 
HINDU, May 22, 2007, available at http://www.hindu.com/2007/05/22/stories/2007 
052202501600.htm.) 
(Shameema Rahman, 7-3812, srah@loc.gov) 
 
 

WAR CRIMES 
 

THE NETHERLANDS – Stiffer Sentence for War Crimes 
 
 On May 9, 2007, an appeals court in the Netherlands extended by two years, from 15 to 
17 years, the prison sentence given to 65-year-old Frans van Anraat, a Dutch businessman 
convicted of supplying the chemicals used in deadly gas attacks against Iraqi Kurds in the late 
1980s, during the Saddam Hussein regime.  In the view of the court, “a stiffer sentence is 
justified because [Van Anraat] repeatedly and out of flagrant profit seeking provided an essential 
contribution to the extensive and gross violations of humanitarian law by the Iraqi government.”  
However, the court rejected the prosecution’s call for a conviction for Van Anraat’s complicity 
in genocide.  Dutch law permits the national courts to place Dutch residents on trial for genocide 
and war crimes they are alleged to have committed in other countries.  (Stiffer Sentence for 
Dutch Man Convicted of Iraq War Crimes, AFP, May 9, 2007, Open Source Center No. 
EUP20070509102008.)  
 
 Van Anraat has consistently declared his innocence, maintaining that he was unaware of 
the use made of the chemicals he supplied to the Hussein regime.  His lawyers have called for an 
acquittal on appeal.  Van Anraat was reportedly first arrested in 1989 in Italy on a U.S. warrant, 
but he managed to flee to Iraq.  He lived there for 14 years under the name Faris Mansour 
Rasheed al Bazzaz, “the courageous and intelligent materials salesman,” given to him by the 
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former regime.  Van Anraat returned to the Netherlands after the U.S.-led invasion of Iraq in 
2003 and was arrested in December 2004.  (Id.)  
(Wendy Zeldin, 7-9832, wzel@loc.gov) 
 
UNITED NATIONS/LIBERIA – Charles Taylor Trial Date 
 
 The United Nations-established Special Court for Sierra Leone announced on May 8, 
2007, that the trial of Liberia’s former president, Charles Taylor, would start on June 4.  Opening 
arguments will begin then, according to the announcement that followed a pre-trial conference at 
The Hague in the Netherlands.  The Court was established in 2002 by an agreement between the 
Government of Sierra Leone and the U.N.; to date eleven people have been indicted as having 
the greatest role in the war crimes committed in Sierra Leone after November 30, 1996.  
 
 Taylor was indicted in March 2003 on 11 counts of war crimes, crimes against humanity, 
and such serious breaches of international humanitarian law as mass murder, mutilation, rape, 
sexual slavery, and the use of child soldiers.  The charges stem from his role in Sierra Leone’s 
civil war.  The U.N. Security Council, citing both security and expedience, announced in June 
2006 that the trial would be held at The Hague.  Prosecutors expect to call up to 139 witnesses 
and have stated that the trial may last 12 to 18 months. 
 
 Special Court Prosecutor Stephen Rapp has said that the coming trial shows that no one is 
above the law, adding, “Taylor’s indictment, apprehension and arrest are a credit to the 
persistence of the world community, the governments of the region and, above all, the 
courageous people of Sierra Leone.”  (UN-Backed Court in Sierra Leone Unveils Start Date for 
Trial of Former Liberian Leader, UN NEWS, May 8, 2007, available from UNNews@un.org.) 
(Constance A. Johnson, 7-9829, cojo@loc.gov) 
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