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"A Train of Disasters": Puritan Reaction to New
England Crisis of 1680-90s"

A lecture by
Dmitry Galtsin, Fulbright Fellow

From the 1680-1690s, Puritan New England
underwent political and cultural transformations that
would eventually turn it from a Puritan “covenanted
society,” virtually independent of the mother country,
into a much more open and secular royal province.
The main political events that shaped the crisis and
transformations alike are the establishment of a royal
Dominion of New England in 1686 and its downfall in
the bloodless Boston "revolution" of 1689, “King
William’s War” with the French and their Algonquin
allies and, most notorious of all, the Salem witchcraft
trials of 1692. Studying a group of texts, written by
political and spiritual elite, Galtsin will focus on how
the Puritan colonies reacted to the turbulent decade,
and how they saw it in a process of divinely ordained
history.

Thursday, February 16, 2012 at 12:00 PM

Library of Congress, Thomas Jefferson Building, Room LJ 119
10 First St. S.E., Washington DC

For more information, contact the Kluge Center at (202) 707-3302. Request ASL and
ADA accommodations five days in advance at 202-707-6362 or ADA@Ioc.gov.
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