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Chronicling America

• Free, publicly 
accessible 
database of 
newspapers from 
1777-1963

• 20,117,543 pages 

• 3,811 newspaper 
titles
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Chronicling America

• Digitized content submitted via 
the National Digital Newspaper 
Program (NDNP)

• Partnership between LC, 
NEH, and state partners

• State partners choose titles 
to digitize

• NEH funds 2-year 
digitization awards

• LC hosts content
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Chronicling America: States

http://www.loc.gov/ndnp/data-visualizations/

http://www.loc.gov/ndnp/data-visualizations/
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Chronicling America: Dates (1777-1963)

http://www.loc.gov/ndnp/data-visualizations/

http://www.loc.gov/ndnp/data-visualizations/
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Non-English Newspapers
 1+ million pages of non-English content
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Chronicling America: Digitization 

• Content primarily digitized from 
microfilm

• Cost
• Efficiency 
• Preservation medium 

• Some digitization from print

• Grayscale images due to microfilm
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Chronicling America: Digitization 

• Digitization package

• Images
• PDF for quick, full page downloads
• TIFF for preservation – not accessible through website
• JP2000 for high-res downloads, zooming in/display

• ALTO XML file for Optical Character Recognition text (OCR)
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Chronicling America: Digitization 

• OCR – Optical Character Recognition
• What a machine “reads” when looking at the page
• What you’re searching

Image OCR
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Chronicling America: Digitization 

• OCR particularly bad for newspapers 
• Damaged/poorly printed original 

print 
• Scanning from microfilm, not the 

original
• Multi-column instead of single 

column (like a book)
• Tiny text

• OCR quality variability
• Varies from title to title due to 

factors above
• Also varies as NDNP has 2005 

OCR to 2022 OCR and OCR 
engines have dramatically 
improved in that time
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Searching Chronicling America
chroniclingamerica.loc.gov
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Basic Search
chroniclingamerica.loc.gov
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Advanced Search
chroniclingamerica.loc.gov
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All Digitized Newspapers

Click on a 
specific 
title
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Title Record
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Calendar View
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Genealogy: Top Tips for Newspapers

• Important dates and locations – birth, marriage, death

• Limit searches to the time and place a person would likely live
• Particularly for common last names

• Modern day newspapers different than older newspapers. 
• Death notices/obituaries aren’t always in a separate section

• Why would this person be in a newspaper?
• Sensational accident or crime
• Scandal or gossip
• Involved in politics or community organization
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Genealogy

• Local notices column

• Name variations

• Initials

• Mr/Mrs/Miss/Messrs

• Titles – Dr. and Judge, 
Capt., Col, Lt., Master, 
Sheriff, Mayor,  Rev., etc. 

• Married women referred 
to by husband’s name
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Genealogy

• First name of children not 
mentioned at all

• Check for common 
misspellings

• Check the site every other 
year or so for new results
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Genealogy

• Ohio newspaper from 1915 

• Use OCR text (and a 
translation tool for languages 
you don’t speak to get a 
rough approximation

Hochherziger Bischof.
Um nicht durch Annahme einer
11.000 Erbschaft den direkten Erben
unrecht zu thun, barBiscbof James ?i.
McFcnil der römisch-katbolischen Tiö
cese von New Jersey erklärt, dafz er
den Nachlasz des Farmers ?obn But
terhof von Egg Harbor Eitr, unter die
vier Kinder desselben vertheilen will.
Butterhof starb kürzlich, neunzig ?,ah
re alt, und vermachte seinen Kindern
mir ie $", nvil sie augeblich im Aller
ihn schlecht behandelt bätten. 200 be
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Genealogy: Clipping Tool
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Genealogy: Undigitized Newspapers

• US Newspaper Directory/Directory of US Newspapers in American 
Libraries – same thing, two interfaces

• https://www.loc.gov/collections/directory-of-us-newspapers-in-american-libraries/
• https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/search/titles/

https://www.loc.gov/collections/directory-of-us-newspapers-in-american-libraries/
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/search/titles/
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Teaching with Primary Sources: Newspapers

• “First draft of history”

• Good reading level for students

• Designed for a general 
audience

• Good for finding the local spin 
on national news – how did 
your area experience WW1? 

• Multiple perspectives on a 
single event
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Teaching with Newspapers: Language

• Historic vocabulary

• Current terms vs. older terms
• women's rights vs. suffrage.

• Modern vs. historic spellings
• airplane vs. aeroplane
• bicycle vs. velocipede

• Offensive language

http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn83030193/1916-10-27/ed-1/seq-4/
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Tips for Using Newspapers

• Newspaper articles came from a particular time and space in history
• Consider what was happening during that time and if any of that could 

relate to the newspaper article, potential bias, or how people/events 
were portrayed.

• Check for newspapers written for and by various ethnic or labor groups 
involved in the stories being covered. 

Establish context

• After in-the-moment events happen, more information becomes 
available

• Seek articles from different Newspaper Titles/Publishers

Read articles that 
ran several days 
after the event 

happened

• Most newspapers in Chronicling America have a title essay.
• Essay provides valuable context into the publisher and audience for the 

newspaper. 

Check the 
newspaper’s title 

essay
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Teaching: Topics Pages
https://guides.loc.gov/chronicling-america-topics

https://guides.loc.gov/chronicling-america-topics
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Alaska Gold Rush: Topics in Chronicling 
America

Timeline

Summary

Selected 
Articles

Search 
Strategies
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Teaching: Newspaper Title Essays
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Teaching: Analyzing Primary Sources

https://www.loc.gov/static/programs/teachers/getting-started-with-primary-sources/documents/Analyzing_Newspapers.pdf

http://www.loc.gov/teachers/usingprimarysources/guides.html
https://www.loc.gov/static/programs/teachers/getting-started-with-primary-sources/documents/Analyzing_Newspapers.pdf
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Teaching with Primary Sources: Webinars

Historical Newspapers for National 
History Day (2022)
https://www.loc.gov/item/webcast-
10539/

Historic Newspapers - Online 
Office Hours (2020)
https://www.loc.gov/item/webcast-
9203/

Teaching with Historical 
Newspapers 
with Tom Bober, school librarian 
(2015)
https://www.loc.gov/item/webcast-
7213/

https://www.loc.gov/item/webcast-10539/
https://www.loc.gov/item/webcast-9203/
https://www.loc.gov/item/webcast-7213/
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Teaching: Analyzing Primary Sources

Classrooom Materials (Lesson Plans, Primary Source Sets, etc.): 
https://www.loc.gov/programs/teachers/classroom-materials/

Teaching with Primary Sources Blog: https://blogs.loc.gov/teachers/

Teaching with the LC Twitter Account: @TeachingLC 

https://blogs.loc.gov/headlinesandheroes/

Chronicling America Twitter: @ChronAmLOC

https://www.loc.gov/programs/teachers/classroom-materials/
https://blogs.loc.gov/teachers/
https://blogs.loc.gov/headlinesandheroes/
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Citizen History Project: History Unfolded
https://newspapers.ushmm.org/

• Project started in 2015 by US 
Holocaust Museum

• Researchers investigate what US 
newspapers published about the 
Holocaust

• Can participate solo or join a 
research sprint

• LC-sponsored two online research 
sprints last year

https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn83045462/1938-11-10/ed-1/seq-1
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All Data Projects
Application Programming Interface (API)
• https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/abo

ut/api/
• &format=json to any search URL

Listservs and Emails
• CHRONAM-

USERS@LISTSERV.LOC.GOV
• ndnptech@loc.gov

Tableau visualizations & ESRI Map
• https://www.loc.gov/ndnp/data-

visualizations/

https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/about/api/
mailto:CHRONAM-USERS@LISTSERV.LOC.GOV
mailto:ndnptech@loc.gov
https://www.loc.gov/ndnp/data-visualizations/
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Large-Scale Data Projects

• https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/ocr/
• https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/data/
• Public AWS S3 bucket (s3://ndnp-batches) 

https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/ocr/
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/data/
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Large-Scale Data Projects

• Newspaper Navigator - https://news-
navigator.labs.loc.gov/search
• Ben Lee, former LC Innovator-in-

Residence
• Uses machine learning to identify 

similar photos in newspapers

• Viral Texts - https://viraltexts.org/
• Ryan Cordell & David Smith
• Identifying reprinted content in 19th

C. newspapers

https://news-navigator.labs.loc.gov/search
https://viraltexts.org/
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Student Data Project

• Arizona State University 
https://libguides.library.arizo
na.edu/newspapers-as-data

• Also recommended - dLOC as Data: A 
Thematic Approach to Caribbean Newspapers
https://dlocasdata.domains.uflib.ufl.edu/  

https://libguides.library.arizona.edu/newspapers-as-data
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NDNP Extras
https://www.loc.gov/ndnp/extras/    
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Connect with us!
National Digital Newspaper Program (NDNP)
https://www.loc.gov/ndnp

Chronicling America – Subscribe to RSS for event and program updates!
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/

Ask a Librarian (Research Questions)
https://ask.loc.gov/newspapers-periodicals

Follow Chronicling America on Twitter @ChronAmLOC
Technical Questions: ndnptech@loc.gov

https://blogs.loc.gov/headlinesandheroes/

https://www.loc.gov/ndnp
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/
https://ask.loc.gov/newspapers-periodicals
mailto:ndnptech@loc.gov
https://blogs.loc.gov/headlinesandheroes/
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