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Talking Points
About the Braille and Talking Book Program

The braille and talking book program is a free library service administered by the National Library Service for the Blind and Physically Handicapped (NLS), Library of Congress. The program is provided through a nationwide network of cooperating libraries that lend reading materials to residents of the United States and its territories and U.S. citizens living abroad who are unable to read or use regular print materials because of a visual or physical disability. To learn more, or to sign up, visit www.loc.gov/ThatAllMayRead.
Benefits of the Braille and Talking Book Program

It Is Easy to Use

With simple features and clear instructions, the braille and talking book program makes it easy to read your way, no matter the format you choose. Books are sent and returned by postage-free mail. The program provides talking-book players that feature large buttons, braille letters beside the controls, a sleep timer, and built-in audio instructions. The BARD Mobile app allows users to quickly and easily download braille and talking books directly to iOS devices. (An Android app is being developed.)

The Program Is Free

The braille and talking book program has no subscriptions or service fees; it is 100 percent free for eligible borrowers. 
The Program Offers a Variety of Formats

· Talking books and magazines: Recorded books and magazines on digital cartridges are mailed to your door. You return them the same way, by postage-free mail. Digital talking-book players are also provided at no charge to patrons.
· Braille: Braille books and magazines are delivered directly to your door at no cost.
· Braille and Audio Reading Download (BARD): BARD is a web-based service that provides access to thousands of special-format books, magazines, and music materials. The same materials that are offered on digital cartridges also are available for download in compressed audio or braille formats.
· BARD Mobile: With the BARD Mobile app, you can download and play audio materials on iOS devices (iPhone, iPad, and iPod touch) and, soon, on Android devices. Or you can read braille on a refreshable braille display with a Bluetooth connection.

The Program Provides Music Scores and Books

Patrons may access music appreciation and instructional materials directly through the NLS Music Section. The collection consists of music scores, textbooks, and books in braille and large print. Music appreciation materials on a wide variety of topics, along with self-instruction for voice, piano, organ, keyboard, guitar, recorder, accordion, banjo, harmonica, and other instruments, are available on cartridges. All audio titles and braille scores and books are also available online through BARD.

The Latest Titles Are Available

The braille and talking book program administered by NLS offers a wide variety of the most current reading material, including best sellers, biographies, fiction works, how-to books, magazines, and music scores. 

The Program Uses the Latest Technology

NLS has a long history of using the latest technology to provide accessible reading materials to patrons. Talking books and talking magazines are available on digital cartridges or via download online through BARD. The free BARD Mobile app is available for your smartphone and tablet so you don’t need special equipment to read. 
About NLS
NLS is a free library service of the Library of Congress that provides braille and talking books and magazines to those eligible for its services — both residents of the U.S. and its territories and U.S. citizens living abroad. Individuals may be eligible for the program if they are blind, are visually impaired, or have a physical disability that prevents them from reading regular print. Library materials are distributed to regional and subregional libraries, where they are circulated by postage-free mail to eligible patrons. Braille and talking books are also available for download through the Braille and Audio Reading Download (BARD) website and the BARD Mobile app.
 


