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The Exchange of Publications

»In 1867 the Congress passed the
international exchange of
publications act which authorizes
the Library to exchange
publications with other countries.
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The Beginning of Chinese Collections

»Two years later, in 1869, the
Emperor of China (Tongzhi
A)76 E.77) presented to the

lerary of Congress 10 major

Chinese works in 933 volumes.
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» Caleb Cushing (1800-1879) was
the first U.S. minister to China

» Graduated from Harvard
University at the age of 17

» Began his political career at the
age of 21 and served under 14
U.S. presidents

» Appointed as “Commissioner of
the United States of America to
China” in 1843
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Treaty of Wanghsia

Article 18

» “It shall be lawful for the officers or citizens of
the United States to employ scholars and
peoples of any part of China...to teach any of
the languages ot the Empire, and to assist in
literary labors...it shall in like manner be
lawtul for citizens of the United States to
purchase all manner of books in China .
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Acquisition of Chinese and Manchu Books

» With the help of Peter Parker (1804-1888)
and Elijah Coleman Bridgman (1801-
1861), Cushing acquired Chinese books
which covered subjects such as history,
medicine, classics, poetry, fiction, ethics,
astronomy, essays and dictionaries

» Through Bridgman’s connection with the
American Tract Society, Cushing acquired
10 works printed by the Taiping Kingdom

» Including a fine collection of Manchu
books
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Report of the Librarian of Congress
for the fiscal year ended June 30, 1898

“Cushing Collection” consists of 237 (Chinese
and Manchu) standard works, classics,
history, poetry, medicine, etc.; 2,547 volumes
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» 30% of these works fall into religious works

» Form the part of the original core of the
Chinese collection at the Library

» Although the Treaty of Wanghsia lasted for
one hundred years (abrogated on Jan. 11,
1943), these books remain a living

contribution to mutual understanding
between the United States and China
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Rockhill Collection

» William Woodville Rockhill (1854-1914)

» Appointed Second Secretary to U.S.
Legation in Peking (1884)

» Two expeditions to Tibet (1888-1891)

» Served as Commissioner of the U.S. to
China to negotiate the Boxer settlement Ei.
(1900-1901)

» Served as U.S. Minister to China from
1905-1909

» Private trip to Peking and Mongolia
(1913-1914)
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Rockhill Collection

» American Embassy in
Peking

» Learned Tibetan and
Chinese when he was
with the U.S. Legation
in Peking

» Traveled to Wu-tai-shan
to meet the 13t Dalai
Lama (1908)
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Rockhill Collection

» From the article,
“An American in
Tibet: An Account of
a Journey Through
an Unknown Land”
in The Century
Magazine
(November 1890)

THE COURTYARIF OF AN INH.
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Chinese Government Gift from
Saint Louis Exposition

» Chinese Government e

participated in the Saint

Louis Exposition hosted

by the United States in
1904.

» All the books for
demonstration were
kindly donated to United
States by Chinese | |
Government afterward. ‘ ‘ ‘ bl |
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Chinese Government’s gifts to the Library of Congress in
the St. Louis Exposition
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Chinese Government’s gifts to the Library of Congress In
the St. Louis Exposition
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Chinese Government’s gifts to the Library of Congress in
the St. Louis Exposition
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Chinese Government’s gifts to the Library of Congress in
the St. Louis Exposition
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Chinese Government’s gifts to the Library of Congress in
the St. Louis Exposition
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Gamble Collection

» American Presbyterian

Mission Press

= William Gamble (1830~1886)
was a Presbyterian missionary.

= His great achievement in printing
technology was the invention of the
Gamble Characters.

= There are 277 categories in total of
493 volumes of Chinese rare books,
together with additional 120
categories written in English or
other languages in Gamble
Collection.
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Gamble Collection
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Gamble Collection
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Gamble Collection
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Gamble Collection
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:Z Manchu and Mongolian
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Manchu and Mongolian
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Conclusion

® |n the four classification system (classics, history,
philosophy and belle letters) of traditional stitch-
binding books, classics constitutes the main stream of
Chinese traditional learning and also the main part of
early Chinese collections in the Library.

® Ditferent printings of Confucian classics came to the
Library dependent on the sources of acquisitions.
Guangdong printings dominate the Cushing and
Gamble collections. Chinese Government Gift from
the St. Louis Exposition features Hubei provincial
government printings.

® Aside from Confucian works in Chinese, Manchu,
Mongolian and Japanese-printed works on
Confucianism were also brought to the Library
through different channels.

The LIBRARY of CONGRESS Confucianism in Books by Dr. Mi Chu



Conclusion

® Historical, cultural and technological significance can be
explored through the mode of acquisitions.
» Diplomatic and Cultural Exchange: Chinese gifts from the

Tongzhi Emperor and the St. Louis Exposition exemplify
Chinese traditional cultural accomplishments.

» Technological Invention: By surveying the frequency of the
usage of Chinese characters in Confucian classics, William
Gamble invented the ”Gamble characters” in modern printing.

® Confucian classics prevailed among the sphere of Chinese
language world in the East and the Sinology research circle in
the West. Through the annotation, reprint, purchase,
exchange and gift, and scholarly interpretation of the
Confucianism works, Chinese culture are spread to the West.
The Library of Congress with its rich Chinese collections
contributed to the Sino-Western cultural exchange and
beyond.
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