CLASSIFICATION CODE SCHEMES

There are various systems used for industry research to classify business entities. Knowing these schemes can make some areas of research easier because some databases, many of the print sources, and the U.S. government (most notably the Census) use them in their indexing, charts, graphs, lists, index, etc. This is a link to some other items of interest that can give an idea of what the systems are all about.

Various different systems of industry classification http://www.macalester.edu/research/economics/PAGE/HAVEMAN/Trade.Resources/TradeConcordances.html

S.I.C. Pursuits: The Consequences and Problems of Classifying Establishments for Government Statistic http://www.bts.gov/programs/statistical_policy_and_research/sic_pursuits.html

STANDARD INDUSTRIAL CLASSIFICATION CODE (SIC Code)

The Standard Industrial Classification (SIC) code system has been used since the 1930s. It was developed by the Interdepartmental Committee on Industrial Statistics, established by the Central Statistical Board of the United States who developed the List of Industries for manufacturing, published in 1938, and the 1939 List of Industries for non-manufacturing industries, which became the first Standard Industrial Classification for the United States. The SIC system was last revised in 1987 and last used in the 1992 Economic Census.  The system is broken down into 10 Divisions (A-J) and each is then divided into Major Groups (2 digits) and then into specific 4 digit numbers.  Included are the previous editions for historical purposes.

Internet

History  (http://www.census.gov/epcd/www/sichist.htm)

SIC Search (http://www.osha.gov/oshstats/sicser.html)

SIC Manual Structure (http://www.osha.gov/pls/imis/sic_manual.html)

Print

Standard Industrial Classification Manual : 1987 / [prepared by the] Executive Office of the President, Office of Management and Budget.  The Office : [Supt. of Docs., U.S. G.P.O. distributor] ; Springfield, Va., 1987.

LC Call Number:  HF1042 .S73 1987

LC Catalog Record: 87602335  

[START HERE]

1982 Industry and Product Classification Manual.  [Washington, D.C.] : U.S. Dept. of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, 1982.

LC Call Number:  HF1042 .A614 1982

LC Catalog Record: 83601059

Standard Industrial Classification Manual. Prepared by the Statistical Policy Division. [Washington; For sale by the Supt. of Docs., U.S. Govt. Print. Off.] 1972.

LC Call Number:  HF1042 .A55 1972

LC Catalog Record: 72601529

Standard Industrial Classification Manual. Prepared by the Technical Committee on Industrial Classification Office of Statistical Standards. [Washington, D.C.?] : Executive Office of the President, Bureau of the Budget ; Washington, D.C. : U.S. G.P.O., 1957.

LC Call Number:  HA40.I6 U63 1957

LC Catalog Record: 57060793

Standard Industrial Classification Manual. Washington, U. S. Govt. Print. Off. [1946]-49.

LC Call Number:  HA40.I6 U63

LC Catalog Record: 46026143

Standard Industrial Classification Manual. [Washington, 1942]

LC Call Number:  HA40.I6 U623 1942

LC Catalog Record:  51053502

NORTH AMERICAN INDUSTRIAL CLASSIFICATION SYSTEM  (NAICS Code)

In 1997 the North American Industrial Classification System (NAICS) was developed to replace the SIC code and is designed to be renewed/revised every 5 years.  It was developed jointly by the U.S., Canada, and Mexico in order to provide new comparability in statistics about business activity across North America.  NAICS identifies hundreds of new, emerging, and advanced technology industries and reorganizes industries into more meaningful sectors--especially in the service-producing segments of the economy. Generally, the NAICS are much better at covering the industries that exploded in the 1990’s – ecommerce and related areas, biotechnology, heavily technical areas, etc. For a further discussion go to Census’ explanation (<http://www.census.gov/epcd/www/naicsdev.htm >).

While the system is organized somewhat like the SIC, the numbers are not necessarily comparable.  However, the Economic Census (http://www.census.gov/epcd/ec97brdg/) web page does offer various conversion tools to bridge between the SIC and various NAICS versions so you can match data under the systems when doing research for the time frame when the government started to use the NAICS system or doing research comparing older data to current.

Internet Resources

NAICS 

http://www.census.gov/epcd/www/naics.html 

NAICS home page from the U.S. Bureau of the Census.

NAICS (Statistics Canada)  

 http://www.statcan.ca/english/Subjects/Standard/naics/2002/naics02-index.htm
NAICS home page from Statistics Canada

NAICS search
http://www.census.gov/epcd/naics02/
Search page for  2002 edition of the NAICS manual from the U.S. Bureau of the Census.

2002 NAICS Codes and Titles   

http://www.census.gov/epcd/naics02/naicod02.htm

Print Resources

North American Industry Classification System: Canada 2002.  [Ottawa] : Statistics Canada, c2003.

LC Call Number:  HF1041.5 .N67 2003

LC Catalog Record: 2003447178

North American Industry Classification System : United States, 1997 / Executive Office of the President, Office of Management and Budget. Washington, DC : Executive Office of the President : Office of Management and Budget : For sale by the U.S. G.P.O., Supt. of Docs., [1997].

LC Call Number:  HF1041.5 .N674 1997

LC Catalog Record: 98203884  

North American Industry Classification System : United States, 2002 / Executive Office of the President, Office of Management and Budget. 2002 Rev. Lanham, MD : Bernan ; Springfield, VA : National Technical Information Service, 2002.

LC Call Number:  HF1042 .N67 2002

LC Catalog Record: 2003387616

INTERNATIONAL STANDARD OF INDUSTRIAL CLASSIFICATION (ISIC)

International Standard of Industrial Classification (ISIC) of All Economic Activities code was developed by the UN as a standard way of classifying economic activities. The ISIC code groups together enterprises if they produce the same type of goods or service or if they use similar processes (i.e. the same raw materials, process of production, skills or technology). This tends to be used cross border or in international sources.

Revision 3.1 (4 is in revision) 

 http://unstats.un.org/unsd/cr/registry/regct.asp?Lg=1
Inventory of International Economic and Social Classifications 

http://unstats.un.org/unsd/cr/family1.asp 

STANDARD INTERNATIONAL TRADE CLASSIFICATION (SITC Code)

The Standard International Trade Classification (SITC) is used in the compilation and comparison of trade statistics. The commodity groupings of SITC reflect (a) the materials used in production, (b) the processing stage, (c) market practices and uses of the products, (d) the importance of the commodities in terms of world trade, and (e) technological changes.

Revision 3 

 http://unstats.un.org/unsd/cr/registry/regcst.asp?Cl=14
Revision 4

 http://unstats.un.org/unsd/trade/sitcrev4.htm
OTHER INTERNATIONAL CLASSIFICATION SCHEMES

UK SIC 

ttp://www.statistics.gov.uk/statbase/Product.asp?vlnk=14012

