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            The Library of Congress welcomes researchers to its reading rooms and research centers. Appointments are optional, but encouraged to serve you best, ensure collection material is accessible during your visit and optimize your time at the Library. The Thomas Jefferson Building has reopened to visitors via timed, ticketed entry—learn how to obtain a timed-entry pass. Virtual events and online services continue to be available.
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        Warning: Your browser has javascript disabled. Without javascript some functions will not work, including question submission via the form.
    



            
                
    Ask a Librarian


                
    Have a question? Need assistance? Our librarians and program specialists are here to help you.
    

            

        

    

        
        
            
                
                    Toggle menu visibility
                47 Answers



            
                
    
        
        
            Ask Another Question
            
                
            

            
                
                                    Search our FAQs
                                
            

        

    


            
    


                	
                        Browse:

                    
	
                        All
                    
	
    Groups 
    	Access Services
	Africa, Middle East
	American Folklife
	Asia
	Business
	By The People
	Caribbean, Iberia, Latin America
	Collections Management Division
	Congress.gov
	Europe
	Film, TV, Video
	Genealogy, Local History
	General Reference
	History, Humanities, Social Sciences
	Law
	Manuscripts
	Maps, Geography
	National Library Service for the Blind and Print Disabled
	Newspapers, Periodicals, Comic Books
	Performing Arts
	Poetry, Literature
	Preservation
	Prints and Photographs
	Rare Books, Special Collections
	Recorded Sound, Audio
	Science, Technical Reports
	Teacher Resources
	Veterans History
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        ×We'd love to know what your experience was like using the Library of Congress collections and resources.

Take a few minutes and let us know! External
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        We encourage you to ask a specialist using one of the links below. To ask a general question or browse our FAQs use the tabs above. Areas offering chat service are indicated using the "chat" icon .




Subjects & Formats


	Business
	Film, TV, Video
	Genealogy, Local History
	History, Humanities, Social Sciences 
	Law
	Manuscripts
	Map, Geography
	Newspapers, Periodicals, Comic Books 
	Performing Arts
	Prints and Photographs
	Rare Books, Special Collections
	Recorded Sound, Audio
	Science, Technical Reports






Regions & Languages


	Africa, Middle East
	Asia
	Caribbean, Iberia, Latin America
	Europe



Programs & Services


	American Folklife Center
	By the People
	Congress.gov
	Copyright
	Duplication Services
	Loan, Reserves, Accounts
	Services for the Blind and Print Disabled
	Poetry, Literature
	Preservation
	Teacher Resources
	Veterans History Project









        


Select the button below to ask a general question:



 






            

                    

            
            
                
        Use this form to ask a general question, or return to the first tab to find a subject specialist.





                
        
        
        
        
        
        
                
                        
                
        
                                                                    
            Your Contact Info
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                Receive an email confirmation of your submission.
            
        

            

                                                                    

                                
            Your Question
                Please provide as much detail as possible, including information on resources you have already consulted.

                                                                    
            
            Question * *
        
        
    

    

                                                                    

                                
            Tell Us More About You
                This helps us determine what additional resources, collections, and/or services you might have available to you locally.

                                                                    
        
        ZIP / Postal Code *
    
        
    

    

                                                
        
        Reason for Research?
    
        
    Select One
Academic Research - K-12
Academic Research - Undergraduate Student
Academic Research - Masters/PhD
Academic Research - Law Student
Faculty, Teacher, Educator
Exhibition, Curatorial Work
Genealogy
Publication, Media Project
Work Assignment
General Interest, Other



    

                                        

        
                
            Leave this field blank
            
        

        
        
            Fields marked with  * are required.
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        Can I print documents in the Library's reading rooms?
    

        
        Last Updated: Dec 06, 2023 |
                    Topics: 	Reading Rooms
	Using the Library

|
                Views: 6831
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        How do I get an ISBN for my book?
    

            

        
        Last Updated: Feb 15, 2023 |
                    Topics: 	Publishing

|
                Views: 27301
    


	
    
        Can I sign up online to use the Library of Congress?
    

            Yes. It is possible to pre-register online for a Reader Identification Card, but the process must be completed in person at the Library.


        
        Last Updated: Aug 28, 2020 |
                    Topics: 	Research
	Using the Library
	Using the Library (Offsite)

|
                Views: 17562
    


	
    
        How can I obtain copies of books and other materials from the Library of Congress? Does the Library allow users to borrow books?
    

            

        
        Last Updated: Aug 22, 2023 |
                    Topics: 	Collections
	Research
	Using the Library of Congress

|
                Views: 7965
    


	
    
        What is a primary source?
    

            

        
        Last Updated: Aug 17, 2020 |
                    Topics: 	Research

|
                Views: 7067
    


	
    
        Can I print documents in the Library's reading rooms?
    

            Yes. The Library provides photocopying and printing services and scanners in most public research areas.


        
        Last Updated: Dec 06, 2023 |
                    Topics: 	Reading Rooms
	Using the Library

|
                Views: 6831
    


	
    
        How do I donate my book (photograph / print / other historic item) to the Library of Congress?
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                    Topics: 	Collections
	Donations

|
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        Who can use the Library's reading rooms? Can I use the Library's reading rooms?
    

            

        
        Last Updated: Sep 02, 2020 |
                    Topics: 	Reading Rooms
	Using the Library

|
                Views: 4861
    


	
    
        What is the Library's General Reference Correspondence Policy?
    

            

        
        Last Updated: Jun 19, 2020 |
                    Topics: 	Correspondence Policy

|
                Views: 4721
    


	
    
        Is guidance available for citing items or articles on the Library's website?
    

            Yes. The Teachers website provides instructions and examples for citing primary sources from the Library's collections.


        
        Last Updated: Sep 08, 2020 |
                    Topics: 	Website

|
                Views: 3098
    


	
    
        Are there restrictions on bringing personal belongings into the Library?
    

            Yes. Screening takes place at all entrances to the Library of Congress, and many public reading rooms also restrict the materials that researchers may bring with them.


        
        Last Updated: Nov 27, 2023 |
                    Topics: 	Reading Rooms
	Using the Library

|
                Views: 2391
    







            

                    

    


        

            




                                                                

                    
                                                            


    
        
            Other Ways to Connect 

        

        
            
        We offer online chat service from

Monday-Friday, 12:00-4:00 pm (ET).





                
                            
        
                    
                            
                

    
    
                    

                    




        

                            




                                            


    
        
            Related Resources 

        

        
            
        Research Guides
        Access hundreds of resource guides created by Library of Congress subject experts.

    


        Video Tutorials
        View short tutorials on how to use our many services and research centers.

    


        Researcher Orientations
        Request a research consultation or orientation.

    


        Research & Reference Services
        Link directly to all services for researchers available onsite and via the Library's website.

    


        Visitor Information
        Learn about exhibitions, public events, and view maps and floorplans for the Library of Congress.
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