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TIlK I!CONOIflST 

COO T MARTIAL 

In tbe Co-.one on TueacUq, Ilr. Sh1Jrnlll announced certa:ln "l'e.tOrsB in 

the organizatio at the Judge- d.'YOcate-G [Brute Depar_nt ar.tecttng both the 

A.rrq and tbe lir 'oree. In .rOnD, the apparent cope of the r fol"Jl.S is auU.l. 

In future, the Jud -A.dvoCli.te~nera1 Y'lll te answerable to tbe LON Chancellor 

and not t.o the ecretari88 tor ar and tor Mr. Inatead, tbe ....rvic:e Depai't

..ants will set. up their own internal organizations to provide advice belore 

proe8cutlon and to deal with the actual proaecut1ol11 at the cou.rt-mart1al. trial 

itself. T~ Judge-Advocate-.Jener 'e Department 1d.lJ.. be concerned only with 

the court its..., and the subsequent review of the proceed1n 8. NODe the le s, 

thes. chanps are of considerable importance. 

A Service trial by court martial resembles .oat cl0884" the proceed-. 

Inge in a aarlatrate's court. The prosecuting and defending orrbera ... ZBrY

lng officers probab1¥ 111thout legal training_ The court Itsol.f is al.e:o _de 

up of seMi officers J wbo IUY have a ood deal of experience of Service lite 

and proceduro but Who, again, & re probably without tof'll181 legal tr&~g. The 

Ju -Advocate~nera.l'1I Depart.ent haa, hitherto, plqed a double ro.le. It 

haa hal the duty of advieing the proaecutlon on the preparation and conduct of 

the cas , &lW alao ot advising tbe court itself on &JV"" legal point. thstar1.e 

dDr1.ng the trial, as, for exaapJe, the adms.1Wit,. ot evidence. It Is possible 

tor an iDdiri.dual succeaa1'ully to divide hi. a1nd between the.. two 1'u.nct101Ul, 

but if he rail. to do eo, inJustice ..ay eu1..l.T arlee. It a a1a11ar procednn 
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oxUtod in cirll courts, it lfOU1d be e thou811 tbo police 'Ul"'rintondont 

l!JUper'rl.1n.g the prosecution in the court had Illsa the dut,. of acting u _gls

trates I clork In adrlsin the bench on &r\f points of la,,_ 

The ar Ottiee has taken its tt.e in ettect\ng this refol'll.. It was 

tint propoeed by 0 Co.dtteo in 1935, and re... tilWld Iv another in Jun , 1'41. 

It. co.as into erfect on October 1, 1148. 




