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June 1967-June 1970 1 

II 

V. Destruction of property 

Article 53 of the Fourth Convention states that " any destruc­
tion by the Occupying Power of real or personal property belonging 
individually or collectively to private persons, or to the State, or 
to other public authorities, or to social or co-operative organiza­
tions, is prohibited, except where such destruction is rendered 
absolutely necessary by military operations ". 

Moreover, Article 33 declares that no protected person may be 
punished for an offence he or she has not personally committed. 

Delegates of the ICRC, in the course of their daily unrestricted 
movements in the occupied territories, found that there were three 
kinds of destruction carried out as measures of punishment. 

1. Destruction of villages or town quarters 

In 1967, ICRC delegates observed, after the event, that the 
following villages and camps had been destroyed: Yalou, Beit 
Numa and Yuwas, in the Latroun area: Surif, Beit Awwa, Beit 
Mirsem and II Shuyoukh in the Hebron area; and JiRik, Agarich 

1 This is the second, and last, instalment of an article which first appeared 
in the August 1970 issue of International Review. 
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and Nuseirat in the Jordan valley. They also saw that certain 
quarters of Jerusalem, Qalquilya and Tulkarem had been demol­
ished. 

The delegates had never personally witnessed at any time these 
acts of destruction actually taking place, as they had always 
been carried out in areas which were declared to be military 
zones. The protected persons who had lived there stated that, 
after the inhabitants had been evacuated, the dwellings had been 
destroyed by the army of occupation. According to these same 
statements, the villages of Yuwas, Yalou, Beit Numa, Surif, Beit 
Awwa and Beit Mirsem had been destroyed between 10 and 
15 June 1967, II Shuyoukh at the end of October, Jiflik and Agarich 
in November and Nuseirat on 6 December 1967. 

In his letter of 4 August 1967, the head of the ICRC delegation 
in Israel had stressed that such measures were contrary to 
Article 53 of the Fourth Convention; he asked what steps the 
Occupying Power intended to take on behalf of the inhabitants who 
had been displaced. Following several further representations by 
the ICRC, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs replied on 31 October 1967 
that the villages near Latroun had been destroyed in the course of 
violent fighting that had occurred in that area. It added that the 
Israel Government had tried to provide some assistance to the 
families affected by the military operations and that it was prepared 
to discuss with the ICRC the question of aid that the latter might 
wish to provide. 

When, as already mentioned, villages were destroyed in Octo­
ber, November and December 1967, the head of the delegation, 
on 21 December 1967, reiterated verbally to the Ministry of 
Defence the ICRe's opposition to such measures. 

The families whose homes had been destroyed received assis­
tance from certain relief organizations and from the Occupying 
Power. Delegates were able to see that the villages in the Latroun 
area and in the Jordan Valley had not been rebuilt. As far as it is 
known to the ICRC, no compensation has yet been paid to victims. 
On the other hand, destroyed villages in the Hebron area have 
been rebuilt by their inhabitants, with assistance in cash and in 
kind from the Occupying Power. The same applies to those quarters 
of Qalquilya that were destroyed. 
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2. Destruction of houses 

In the occupied territories of Jordan West Bank, Gaza and 
Sinai, delegates observed that, since 1967, a number of houses 
belonging to, or inhabited by, protected persons, had been destroyed 
by order of the military authorities. They had also noticed that 
some houses not in military zones had been destroyed. 

As soon as these incidents were brought to the notice of the 
ICRC, and had been verified by its delegates on the spot, the ICRC 
and its delegation in Israel expressed to the Israel Government 
their grave concern at such acts. The ICRC demanded that the 
authorities in the occupied territories should refrain from the use 
of such repressive measures. 

Besides the numerous representations made locally by the 
ICRC delegation, the principal steps that were taken by the ICRC 
are here set out: 

On 16 October 1967, the ICRC Delegate-General for the Middle East 
protested against the practice of destroying houses. The spokesman of 
the Israeli authorities replied that Articles 33 and 53 of the Fourth 
Convention could not be put forward, as they referred to cases of destruc­
tion of property by vandalism, or to acts of reprisal properly so called; 
he claimed that the acts of destruction carried out by the Israeli armed 
forces as a punishment for acts recognized as criminal constituted a 
relatively mild form of punitive action and had been adopted to safe­
guard national security. 

On 22 February 1968, the question was brought up before the 
Ministry of Defence, who confirmed the position of the Israel Govern­
ment, namely that it was not for the ICRC to intervene in a question 
that affected directly the maintenance of the security of the State. 
Nevertheless, the Minister was prepared to examine with the delegates, 
on an ad hoc basis, the humanitarian problems arising from these acts 
of destruction. He also gave assurance that persons whose houses had 
been damaged as a result of secondary effects or had been destroyed by 
mistake would receive due compensation. 

In April 1968, Mr. Pierre Gaillard, Assistant Director of the ICRC, 
went on a special mission to Israel and the problem of the destruction 
of houses was again discussed. 

On 8 August 1968, the head of the ICRC delegation in Israel reiter­
ated to the Minister of Foreign Affairs the grave concern with which 
the ICRC viewed the destruction of houses in the occupied territories. 
With regard to the question of compensation for houses damaged as a 
result of secondary effects or by mistake, the delegate found that, in 
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the previous six months, no compensation had been paid, except in a . 
few cases. The Minister· confirmed that the decision to pay appropriate 
compensation, and even to rebuild any houses that had been destroyed 
by mistake, had been approved. 

On 20 October 1968, following a new series of acts of destruction in 
the areas of Gaza, Hebron and Nablus, the head of the ICRC delegation 
handed the Ministry of Foreign Affairs a memorandum in which, while 
deploring all terrorist attacks against civilians, he insisted that such 
attacks in themselves were no justification for resorting to reprisals or 
any other form of collective penalties, including the destruction of 
buildings, as expressly prohibited in Articles 33 and 53 of the Fourth 
Convention. In view thereof, he demanded that the destruction of 
houses should cease. 

On 2 December 1968, the President of the ICRC sent the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs a letter which repeated the contents of the note of 
20 October and asked the Government to refrain from such measures 
of repression. The Israeli authorities replied in their letter of 15 January 
1969 that they had taken cognizance of the views expressed by the 
ICRe. 

On 16 January 1969, the head of the ICRC delegation had talks at 
the Ministry of Defence; there was no change in the Government's 
attitude. 

On 10 October 1969, ICRC delegates heard that some houses at the 
refugee camp of Jabalia near Gaza would possibly be destroyed, and 
drew the attention of the Ministry of Defence to these rumours. No 
measures of this kind were carried out. 

3. So-called punishment of neighbours and 
individual responsibility 

On 24 and 25 October 1969 at Halhoul (Jordan West Bank), 
and again on 30 October 1969 at Gaza, armed forces of the Occupy­
ing Power destroyed a number of houses, in accordance with the 
" punishment of neighbours" policy. 

On 30 October, the head of the ICRC delegation made repre­
sentations to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, and stressed not only 
the extent of the destruction but particularly the fact that, in the 
opinion of the ICRC, these measures constituted collective reprisals, 
and were contrary to Article 33 of the Fourth Convention. 

On 23 December 1969, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs trans­
mitted to the ICRC delegation the text of a statement by the 
Prime Minister which had been communicated to the press on 
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13 November, and which declared that the acts of destruction of 
buildings at Halhoul and Gaza were in keeping with the Govern­
ment's policy of destroying the houses of persons helping members 
,of al-Fatah. 

Since then, no further measures of collective reprisals have been 
<observed by the ICRC. 

4. Practical activities 

As the ICRC delegates in Israel and the occupied territories 
were unable to have the destruction of houses completely stopped 
they now endeavour, while reaffirming their fundamental position 
based on the Fourth Geneva Convention, to come to the assistance 
{)f victims of these acts in the following manner: 

1. Delegates proceed, as far as possible, to places where acts of 
'Clestruction have been brought to their notice. They put questions to 
the persons affected by these measures, in order to determine whether 
they had received prior notification from the authorities and whether 
.they were able to save all or part of their furniture. 

2. Delegates find out about the living and housing conditions of 
victims of acts of destruction and about their possible need for outside 
:assistance. 

3. Where there are cases of people whose means of existence are 
below the absolute minimum, delegates draw the attention of the 
authorities to their condition and ensure that relief supplies are dis­
tributed at the earliest possible moment. Tents, blankets, clothes and 
food, for a value of about 50,000 Sw. Frs have been made available 
by the ICRC to the authorities, to be distributed to this end. 

4. The ICRC delegation backs up application for compensation made 
by persons whose houses have suffered damage due to secondary effects 
<or have been destroyed by mistake. It has acted several times to this 
effect. 

5. The delegation draws and sends the ICRC up a separate report on 
·each case of destruction of houses which is brought to its knowledge. 

VI. Hygiene and public health 

Article 56 of the Fourth Convention states that" to the fullest 
extent of the means available to it, the Occupying Power has the 
duty of ensuring and maintaining, with the co-operation of national 
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and local authorities, the medical and hospital establishments and 
services, public health and hygiene in the occupied territory ". As 
these are among the most important of the contractual obligations, 
the ICRC delegation in Israel and the occupied territories made 
sure, on the one hand, that the Occupying Power had taken 
appropriate health and hygiene measures, and, on the other, 
endeavoured, to that end, to bring assistance to the Arab population 
and to co-operate with the occupying authorities. ICRC delegates 
have carried out 200 visits to medical establishments, 100 of them 
being in Jordan West Bank. In addition, they have distributed 
medicaments to a value of 120,000 Sw. Frs. 

1. Jordan West Bank 

With the consent of the occupying authorities, IeRC medical 
delegates carried out two surveys of a general nature in Jordan 
West Bank: one from August to October 1967, and the second from 
May to June 1969. During their surveys, which were later the 
subject of official reports, all hospital establishments and State and 
private infirmaries were visited. A third survey similar to the first 
two is being carried out at present. 

These general surveys had been preceded in June 1967, and 
followed in June 1969, by numerous other individual visits made 
by the delegates themselves to these same establishments. 

Doctors and delegates found that, as a general rule, hospitals 
and polyclinics had never ceased their activity, that medical staff 
were able to work without hindrance and that no epidemics had 
been observed. However, two serious problems restricted, especially 
at first, the efficacity of medical and hospital establishments: 

1. As several doctors and nurses had fled at the time when 
fighting broke out, some hospitals found themselves short of staff, 
especially dispensaries in villages, which in some cases had to be 
closed down, for lack of doctors. The ICRC delegation intervened 
with the authorities that they should encourage those doctors who 
wished to do so to return to the occupied territories. 

2. Delegates found that in most hospitals, the supply of 
medicaments was unsteady and sometimes altogether lacking. The 
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ICRC delegation made suggestions to these hospitals that they 
should furnish the authorities with lists of the medicaments which 
they required, and, if necessary, it sponsored their requests. 
Furthermore, when it saw that hospitals were still short of medi­
caments, the ICRC obtained from the Israel Government the 
authorization to distribute to them medicaments to a value of 
90,000 Sw. Frs.; this was an exception to the regulation prohibiting 
imports of medicaments into Israel and the occupied territories. 
From 1969, delegates found that the situation had returned again 
to normal. 

The ICRC delegation helped private hospitals, managed by 
local branches of the Red Crescent or other voluntary institutions, 
by supplying them, in 1967 and 1968, with certain medicaments 
which they had been unable to purchase, for lack of funds. Moreover, 
it encouraged certain institutions to set up infirmaries where there 
had been none before; with a view to this, it granted to them cash 
donations for specific projects amounting to 30,000 Sw. Frs. 

2. Gaza strip and Sinai 

Exhaustive visits to all medical and hospital establishments 
were carried out during the first few months after the June 1967 
war. As in Jordan West Bank, ICRC medical delegates made their 
fullest visits in May-June 1968, November-December 1968, and 
June 1969. These last visits were the subject of reports sent by the 
ICRC to the Occupying Power and the Power of Origin. A new 
survey is being carried out at present. 

Right from the start of the occupation, delegates were able to 
visit hospitals and infirmaries in Northern Sinai. However, it was 
only in May 1968 that a doctor-delegate was able to carry out 
a survey of the health situation in these areas. 

In the course of some hundred visits to hospitals, effected since 
the end of the 1967 war, delegates observed that the most pressing 
problem was, and still remains, that of the shortage of doctors and 
medical personnel, coupled with the strain caused to existent 
personnel from overwork. The situation was gravest in the el-Arish 
area, as only 3 out of the 37 doctors who were there before the 

. June 1967 conflict were still in practice at the end of 1968. 
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The ICRC drew the attention of both the Occupying Power and· 
the Power of Origin to the gravity of this situation. The doctor 
delegates made a number of suggestions as to improvements, the 
most important ones being, first, to encourage Palestinian doctors. 
to return and, secondly, to increase earnings of those established 
in the area. In addition, there arose in this region, as in Jordan 
West Bank, the problem of medical supplies. 

The critical medical situation improved somewhat during 1969, 
after the Occupying Power had carried out the following measures: 

return of 9 Palestinian doctors from west of the Suez Canal; 
increase of doctors' earnings, in keeping with the rise in the cost of 

living; 
weekly visits by teams of 5 or 6 Israeli doctors to the el-Arish 

Hospital; 
provision of a helicopter for the evacuation of emergency cases that 

could not be treated on the spot, to hospitals in Israel; 
opening of a new polyclinic and of a nurses' training school in Gaza; 
repair of faulty equipment in civilian hospitals; 
setting up of a mobile medical service, attached to the Israeli Army, 

for Bedouin tribes in Sinai: 3 medical teams for north, central and 
south Sinai; 

initiation of the systematic tracking-down of tuberculosis and of 
a preventive vaccination campaign: over 30,000 vaccinated in 1968 
and 1969. 

3. Golan Heights 

After the 1967 conflict, no Syrian doctors or nurses stayed 
behind in the occupied territory of the Golan Heights. A pre­
liminary survey by ICRC delegates in June 1967 showed that the 
medical situation was satisfactory; this result was later confirmed, 
and mild cases were, and still continue to be, treated at the military 
hospital in Kuneitra, while the more serious ones are sent to 
hospitals in Israel. 

4. Requisitioning of hospitals 

As far as the ICRC is aware, three hospitals in the occupied 
territories have been requisitioned and turned into police stations. 
They are the new governmental hospital at Jerusalem, the Jordanian 
armed forces hospital at Nablus and the U.A.R. Red Crescent 
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hospital at el-Arish. In spite of representations by ICRC delegates, 
on the grounds of article 18 of the Fourth Geneva Convention, 
these three medical establishments have not been converted back 
to their original function. 

The delegates also found that, immediately after the June 1967 
conflict, the UNRWA dispensaries at Kuneitra and Raffah had 
been looted, but it was not possible to discover who had committed 
these acts. 

VII. Food supplies for the population ­

Relief and donations
 

1. General situation in the occupied territories 

As soon as active hostilities had ceased in June 1967, ICRC 
delegates investigated whether Articles 55 and 59 of the Fourth 
Convention, dealing with food and medical supplies in occupied 
territories and the possible organization of relief schemes, were 
being applied. 

In August 1967, they came to the conclusion that there was no 
real food emergency, as the inhabitants had sufficient reserves. 

At the start of the occupation and in conformity with Article 55, 
the Israel Government stated its determination to ensure the food 
and medical supplies of the protected population, and informed 
the ICRC that external aid, provided for in Article 59, was not 
indispensable, as the requirements of the inhabitants in occupied 
territories were being met by the Israeli administration. 

Several times in 1967, the ICRC requested the authorization to 
distribute relief supplies to protected persons. As regards distribu­
tions to individual persons, it enjoyed at first full freedom of 
action, while for collective distributions, its operations were from 
the beginning co-ordinated with those carried out by the Ministry 
of Social Affairs. 

In April 1968, a new arrangement was put into practice for 
ICRC distributions: only relief supplies in respect of special needs, 
recognized by the ICRC and the Ministry of Social Affairs, would 
be accepted, the entry of medicaments being barred. Further, the 
ministry was to be in charge of all distributions to the inhabitants 
of occupied territories, but ICRC delegates would be allowed to 
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participate in setting up programmes and controlling their execu­
tion, in particular by attending the distribution of relief. 

2. Practical measures by the delegation 

a) Jordan West Bank 

In Jordan West Bank, relief actions by the ICRC were first of 
all directed to indigent persons who had not yet been registered 
with the Ministry of Social Affairs and were not receiving aid from 
local charity associations. 

The Jerusalem delegation carried out a three-fold relief pro­
gramme: medical aid, food relief and distribution of other relief 
such as clothing, tents and blankets. 

ICRC activities in Jordan West Bank were as follows: 

In 1967: 
- at Qalquilya (medicaments, clothes, blankets);
 
- financial aid to two Jerusalem dispensaries;
 
- distribution of fresh milk to ten child welfare institutions;
 
- distribution of medicaments, blankets and clothes to various charity
 

institutions, hospitals, dispensaries and persons. 

In 1968: 
March: Distribution of relief supplies in 27 areas, in co-operation with 

Red Crescent local branches, charity institutions and the Ministry 
of Social Affairs: 12 tons of milk, 10 tons of baby food, 3 tons of 
raisins, 6,500 blankets, 138 tarpaulins and some 10,000 pieces of 
clothing for men, women and children. 

May-June: Distribution of medicaments to hospitals and dispensaries in 
Jordan West Bank. 

May-December: Financial aid to four private dispensaries including 
those belonging to the Red Crescent at Ramallah and Jerusalem. 

August-December: Distribution of 63 tons of powdered milk, in monthly 
rations, to 18,000 recipients (infants), over a network of 58 dis­
tribution centres, in co-operation with Red Crescent local branches 
and the Ministry of Social Affairs. 

October-December: Distribution of 4,440 blankets to 22 charity institu­
tions. 

In 1969: 
Financial aid to dispensaries and distribution of milk (50 tons) for 

four months, from June to September 1969, in 7 districts: Nablus, 
Tulkarem, Jenin, Ramallah, Bethlehem, Jericho and Hebron. 
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In autumn, distribution of about 1,200 pieces of clothing to charity 
institutions. 

b) Gaza strip and Sinai 

Collective relief.-The ICRC delegation was authorized to for­
ward and distribute foodstuffs and various relief supplies to the 
civilian populations of Gaza and Sinai, in April and May 1968 
(75 tons), from September to December 1968 (300 tons) and from 
July to October 1969 (760 tons); 100,000 protected persons received 
assistance. A new aid programme was approved by the ICRC in 
June 1970 for the despatch of 3,000 tons of foodstuffs to needy 
persons in the occupied territories. 

In the Gaza-Sinai area, ICRC relief constitutes an additional 
aid to that already distributed by the Israel Government to indigent 
persons to ensure their bare minimum requirements. Distribution 
programmes and lists of recipients were drawn up jointly by the 
ICRC and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. The aid provided by 
the ICRC allowed the number of recipients registered at the 
Ministry of Social Affairs to be increased, including in particular 
5,000 additional indigent persons in the el-Arish area. 

Jndividual relief.-Since autumn 1968, the Occupying Power has 
not authorized the ICRC to send individual relief consignments; 
it has based its refusal on the security clause in Article 62 of the 
Fourth Convention. 

c) Golan Heights 

From 1967 to 1969, the sub-delegation at Kuneitra, in agree­
ment with the local military authorities, carried out individual 

. relief distributions (clothes, blankets, sundry relief supplies). 

3. Relief action by the JCRC in Arab countries 

1. General 

The military operations in June 1967 and the territorial occupa­
tion that ensued led to the departure of a vast number of Arab 
civilians. More than 200,000 people crossed from the west bank to 
the east bank of the Jordan, and more than 100,000 inhabitants of 
the Golan Heights fled, after their land had been occupied, to the 
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regions around Damascus and Deraa, while many thousand 
Palestinians who had been living in Gaza left occupied territory for 
the west bank of the Suez CanaL 

The size of the problem called for Red Cross relief action to be 
initiated, this in addition to the efforts of UNRWA and various 
voluntary agencies who were active in these territories. On 14 June, 
the ICRC launched an appeal to National Red Cross and Red 
Crescent Societies. By virtue of an agreement concluded with the 
League of Red Cross Societies, the ICRC took over the co-ordination 
of relief action for displaced persons and refugees and for civilian 
populations in the occupied territories during the emergency phase. 
Thus, relief action for displaced persons in Transjordan was carried 
out by the ICRC until 8 July 1967 when the League took over 
from the ICRC. Moreover, the ICRC also was responsible for relief 
action in Syria until 28 February 1968, when it transmitted its 
responsibility to the Syrian National Red Crescent Society and to 
the Syrian Government. 

2. Jordan 

Already on 5 June 1967, the ICRC despatched by air freight to 
Jordan several tons of blood plasma and medicaments. Later on, 
several dozen tons of medical supplies, foodstuffs, clothes, blankets 
and tents were sent by National Red Cross Societies, thus enabling 
the Jordanian Red Crescent to organize relief distributions to 
various institutions and to needy displaced persons. 

3. Syria 

Immediately after the conflict, the ICRC, working in close 
co-operation with the Syrian Red Cross and Syrian Government, 
carried out a large-scale relief action for more than 100,000 dis­
placed persons from occupied territory, who had installed them­
selves around Damascus and Deraa. Thanks to the active support 
of National Red Cross Societies, about 400 tons of foodstuffs were 
distributed every month, in addition to tents, clothes, blankets, 
utensils and primus stoves. As winter approached, however, it was 
necessary to adopt new measures on top of those already being 
undertaken on the spot. On 17 October 1967, the ICRC and the 
League of Red Cross Societies launched a new, joint appeal on 
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behalf of the victims of the conflict. It is estimated that several 
million Swiss francs worth of relief supplies were as a result sent 
to the victims in Syria, through the channel of the ICRC, from its 
own stocks, or from National Societies and Governments. 

Further, at the beginning of the winter of 1968, with a view to 
bringing aid to displaced persons, the ICRC sent once again to the 
Syrian Red Cross 50 tons of foodstuffs and 4,000 blankets. 

4. United Arab Republic 

In June 1967, the ICRC sent to the United Arab Republic a 
certain amount of plasma and medicaments. In January 1968, about 
50 tons of second-hand clothing and some medical supplies from 
one of the National Red Cross Societies were handed over by the 
ICRC to the Red Crescent Society of the United Arab Republic and 
to other voluntary organizations to be distributed to displaced 
persons in Egypt. 

Vill. Local branches of the Red Crescent 

Shortly after the end of hostilities in June 1967, ICRC delegates 
found that several local branches of the Jordanian and Egyptian 
Red Crescent Societies, which were in occupied territories, were in 
difficulties owing to the freezing of their bank accounts and, also, 
because of the departure of some of their committee members. 
Nearly all were anxious to renew their activities, such as the upkeep 
of dispensaries, kindergartens, schools, nutrition centres and so on. 

Article 63 of the Fourth Convention states that recognized 
National Red Cross Societies shall be able, under occupation, to 
continue the activities which they pursued before a conflict. The 
first task of the delegates was therefore to ensure that these Societies 

\ 

would be able to carryon and to obtain all necessary facilities 
from the occupying authorities. 

Once this was achieved, the ICRC itself furnished material aid 
to the Societies. 

1. Jordan West Bank.-Already on 6 August 1967, the head of the 
JCRC delegation asked that local branches of the Jordanian Red Crescent 
should be allowed to resume their activities. On 13 November 1967, the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs replied that, subject to any possible security 
measures that might have to be taken, it did not have any objection to 
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the pursuit of humanitarian activities by these local branches, and that 
those requiring assistance were invited to apply directly to the relevant 
Israeli authorities. 

Following this positive answer, the delegation carried out a full 
investigation into the situation of the ten local branches of the Jordanian 
Red Cross. It then informed the Israeli authorities of the resumption of 
their activities and of the composition of their committees. In addition, 
in order to re-activate these branches, the ICRC extended to them 
financial aid, totalling 120,000 Swiss francs, so that they could purchase 
furniture for kindergartens and set up or keep up dispensaries. With the ap­
proval of the Israeli authorities, the ICRC also made various gifts in kind. 

2. Gaza.-On 17 June 1969, the occupying authorities consented to 
a Red Crescent Society being formed in Gaza, but in July 1969, its 
activities were suspended. The ICRC delegation intervened at once, in 
order that this measure should be repealed. 

3. El-Arish.-The local branch of the Red Crescent Society of the 
United Arab Republic at el-Arish resumed its activities in March 1968. 
The Ministry of Foreign Affairs in Israel was officially informed of this 
by the ICRC delegation. 

This local branch had encountered some difficulty in resuming 
normal activities, because some of its members had left el-Arish in 
June 1967 when hostilities had broken out, and, also, because its funds 
and medical supplies had been blocked. The ICRC approached the 
authorities several times so that it could be able to carryon normally, 
according to Article 63 of the Fourth Convention. 

On 3 December 1968, these various representations bore fruit: the 
local branch dispensary was re-opened and some of the medicaments 
unblocked. 

Nevertheless, in November 1969, the occupation authorities ordered 
the Red Crescent at el-Arish to restrict its activities to a single first aid 
post. The ICRC delegation requested that this local branch might be 
allowed to run a dispensary. On 26 January 1970, the authorities 
announced that, their decision was unchanged, the reason given being 
that there were only three doctors in el-Arish, that their duties at the 
el-Arish Hospital kept them extremely busy and that, consequently, 
they would not find the time to work in a new dispensary. 

IX. Penal Prosecution 

1. General Remarks 

Assistance to protected persons who are the subject of penal 
prosecution is normally within the purview of the Protecting Power. 
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In the absence of such a Power, the ICRC felt it its duty to extend 
its action in this field in Israel and the occupied territories. How­
ever, that action did not become systematic until the autumn 
of 1969. It was to enable the ICRC to judge to what extent articles 
64 to 75 of the Fourth Geneva Convention were applied. 

The ICRC delegates attended an increasing number of hearings 
against protected persons in order to get to know the procedure 
followed by the Occupying Power's military courts. In addition, in 
order to increase their knowledge of the legal situation and system, 
the delegates were in regular contact with the defence council of 
several persons accused of action detrimental to State security. 

The ICRC delegation protested against the practice of retaining 
in prison, on the basis of an administrative regulation and on the 
grounds of State security, a number of prisoners who had served 
their full sentence. Such a practice detracts considerably from the 
value of the judicial system. 

2. Notifications of Prosecution 

In order to compensate to some extent for the absence of a 
Protecting Power, the ICRC delegation in Israel advocated the 
application of a procedure comparable to the notifications provided 
for in Articles 71 to 74 of the Fourth Geneva Convention. The 
JCRC delegates would thus be notified and kept posted on legal 
proceedings against protected persons. 

x. Visits to Detainees and Internees 

Since the end of the June 1967 conflict, the ICRC delegates in 
Israel and the Arab countries have endeavoured to visit civilian 
detainees everywhere. 

1. Israel and the Occupied Territories 

a) General remarks 

By the end of 1967 the ICRC delegation in Israel had made 
twelve visits to certain specific groups of civilian internees, totalling 

.about a thousand, mostly Arab consulate and diplomatic repre­

499 



INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE 

sentatives in the Ramleh prison, two groups of Egyptian civilians 
totalling 675 persons in the Atlith and EI Arish detention camps, and 
313 persons ofSyrian, Algerian, Lebanese, Iraqi andSaudi nationality. 

In the course of an interview with the Minister of Defence on 
21 December 1967, the ICRC delegation in Israel received author­
ization to visit all prisons in Israel and the occupied territories 
where protected persons were detained, particularly Palestinians 
resident in the occupied territories. 

The ICRC asked that the delegates be authorized to interview 
the prisoners or their spokesmen without witnesses. At the end of 
February 1968, the delegation began systematically to make 
regular visits to all prisons where protected persons were held. 

By 31 May 1970 more than 160 prison visits had been made in 
Israel and the occupied territories. In the course of each series of 
visits, the ICRC delegates saw an average of 3,200 detainees. They 
talked in private with more than 1,500 and spent in all more than 
3,500 hours in the prisons. The detainees interviewed without wit­
nesses were freely chosen by their cell-mates or by the visiting 
delegates with the agreement of the other detainees. 

At the end of May 1970, some 3,500 protected persons were 
being detained by the Occupying Power. Of that number, about 
3,200 had been visited by the ICRC; the others were being held 
for interrogation. The ICRC reported on the majority of these 
visits, as is customary, to the detainees' own governments and to 
the Detaining Power. 

The prisons visited were at Ashkelon, Beersheba, Damum, 
Ramleh, Kfar Yona, Neve Tirza, Yagour-J amale, Gaza, Hebron, 
Jenin, Jericho, Nablus, TUlkarem, Ramallah. 

The visits to prisons were at times irregular due to administra­
tive difficulties, particularly the shortage of Israeli liaison officers. 
However, the delegates can now complete the series of visits to the 
fourteen places of detention in 22 visiting days spread over a little 
more than a month. 

b) Detention conditions 

The purpose of the visits by ICRC delegates to prisons is to 
enquire into the general detention conditions and to see to it that 
the provisions of the Fourth Geneva Convention are respected. 
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The delegates first see all detainees they are authorized to visit 
and all cells or dormitories. They take note of the hardship cases 
(families without a bread-winner, families to be assisted to visit 
interned relatives, lack of news, etc.). Secondly the delegates talk 
in private with some of the detainees, perhaps 15 to 50 depending 
on the size of the prison, and they take note of any complaints and 
requests concerning detention conditions in general and interroga., 
tion conditions in particular. In the third phase, in the presence of 
a representative of the Ministry of Defence, the delegates talk with 
the director of the prison and inform him of requests and observa­
tions. 

On the whole, since the ICRC delegates have had access to 
prisons, the Israeli authorities have made considerable improve­
ments in detention conditions, particularly in the following: 

Material conditions: increase in blankets, straw mats and personal 
effects; cell furniture; quality of food. 

Hygiene: increase in frequency of showers and distribution of toilet 
requisites. 

Leisure: various games, books, school examinations. 

Exercise: longer periods. 

Relations with the outside world: increase and regularization of mail; 
improvements in family visit arrangements. 

The ICRC delegates, who are in constant touch, in the course 
of their work, with the Prison Service, have observed during their 
frequent visits that most of their various suggestions had been 
put into effect and that improvements tended to spread to all 
prisons. 

In addition, the ICRC delegation took up the following prob­
lems at ministerial level : 

1. Visits to detainees from East-Jerusalem.-As the Israeli 
Government considers that the inhabitants of East-Jerusalem are 
subject solely to Israeli national law, detained residents of East­
Jerusalem were for a long time denied visits by the ICRC. 

The ICRC delegation took the question up with the Ministry of 
Defence and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs on the grounds that, 
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whatever the legal and political status of the town according to the 
Israeli authorities, for the ICRC the internees were entitled to the 
protection of the Fourth Geneva Convention and in no less need 
of that protection than people from territory under military 
administration. 

The first visit to the detainees from East-Jerusalem took place 
in November 1969. On 4 December 1969 the delegation was offi­
cially authorized to visit them regularly on the same footing as 
other internees. The Ministry of Foreign Affairs made it clear that 
such authorization was a concession and not a right under a treaty, 
the Israeli Government considering that the Fourth Geneva Con­
vention was not applicable to these people. 

2. Administrative internees.-During lengthy negotiations with 
the Occupying Power representatives, the ICRC delegation en­
deavoured to obtain for detainees interned on an administrative 
order a separate system of detention and more favourable treatment 
in view of the, generally, preventive as opposed to punitive nature 
of the detention. The first step in that direction was taken in 
July 1968 when the Ministry of Defence agreed that administrative 
detainees should be separated from, but in the same prisons as, the 
detainees serving a sentence; should be allowed to wear civilian 
clothing and should be exempted from work. 

The ICRC, in March 1969, asked that a clearer distinction in 
their detention conditions be made, but the request had hardly any 
effect as the overcrowding in the prisons has in fact prevented 
any real separation. During the year, the ICRC delegation took up 
the question several times with the authorities. 

During a mission to Israel in the spring of 1970, the ICRC 
Delegate-General for the Middle East insisted that the question of 
administrative detainees deserved a general revision, with a special 
status and detention conditions and premises for them which would 
clearly correspond to the preventive nature of their internment. 

3. Treatment ofdetainees during interrogation.-During the visits, 
delegates have sometimes met detainees whose bodies showed 
traces of, according to the prisoners, ill-treatment during inter­
rogations. In keeping with ICRC general practice, each case was 
brought to the attention of the military authorities so that they 
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could investigate whether detainees' allegations were correct and, 
if so, punish those guilty, as required by the Geneva Conventions 
and national legislation. 

4. Visit to detainees held for interrogation.-Anxious to visit 
detainees as soon as possible after their arrest, delegates endeav­
oured to induce the occupation authorities to apply with great 
moderation the right conferred on them by article 5 of the Fourth 
Convention to deprive certain detainees of rights of communication. 

During an interview granted to the ICRC Vice-President in 
March 1969, the Minister of Defence confirmed that ICRC delegates 
were authorized to talk in private with prisoners whose inter­
rogation was finished. Delegates could, in the presence of an Israeli 
officer, also see prisoners held for interrogation, to check their 
state of health, whilst a few detainees held incommunicado could 
not be visited. This procedure referred only to prisons; police 
stations and military camps remained closed to the delegates. 

From April to September 1969, visits were carried out, generally 
conforming to this procedure. However, in the autumn 1969, the 
Israeli authorities informed the ICRC that the number of prisoners 
had so increased that they were obliged to change the visiting 
arrangements: from that time on the delegates would not be able 
to see any detainee held incommunicado, that is to say deprived 
of any contact with the outside, even if his "isolation" was not 
necessarily solitary confinement but shared with other prisoners in 
the same category. 

The ICRC rejoined that such a procedure was unacceptable and 
it endeavoured to find a solution consistent with the letter and the 
spirit of the Fourth Geneva Convention. Even though its delegates 
thought that there had been some improvement in interrogation 
conditions, the ICRC considered that the visiting procedure laid 
down by the Israeli authorities no longer permitted it to ensure 
that interrogation methods at variance with humanitarian law did 
not occur. 

On 19 April 1970, the Israeli Government authorized the 
delegates to carry out their visits subject to the following conditions: 
each prison would continue to be visited about once a month; no 

. detainee would remain in a detention centre without being seen by 
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the delegates on their second visit after the arrest of the prisoner, 
unless, in exceptional circumstances and for imperious security 
reasons, he was denied such a visit, in which case his name would 
be communicated to the delegation. 

5. Prison Overcrowding.-In 1968 the number of prisoners rose 
from 1,500 to 2,000. It rose to 3,000 in 1969. At present the Israeli 
authorities are holding about 3,500 people in detention. 

In spite of the opening of new prisons in 1969, a serious over­
crowding problem arose in that year and grew progressively worse. 
It has today reached such proportions that it bids fair to jeopardize 
the improvements effected by the Israeli penitentiary department 
and those brought about by the ICRC since it started visiting the 
prisons, particularly in matters of accommodation, hygiene, the 
separation of administrative detainees, leisure, work and the 
essential improvement in family visits to the prisoners. 

The ICRC delegation took the matter up at ministerial level in 
the hope of an early solution. It made a number of practical 
proposals designed to ease detention conditions pending a definitive 
solution to the problem. 

During these negotiations, the ICRC delegates recognized the 
Prison Service's efforts to cope with the increasingly difficult situa­
tion. However, praiseworthy as the spirit of most of the officials 
concerned was, it was in itself insufficient to make the detention 
conditions of protected persons acceptable and consistent with the 
Fourth Convention. The ICRC delegation insisted that only 
radical measures involving considerable expenditure would solve 
the many problems arising from the overcrowding of the prisons. 

In the course of a mission in Israel in April 1970, the ICRC 
Delegate-General for the Middle East emphasized the primary 
importance of the matter. The ministerial officials assured him that 
the Israeli Government was endeavouring to solve the problem and 
would exert further effort in view of the urgency so often stressed 
by the ICRC. 

6. Comforts for Prisoners.-Since the ICRCstarted visiting 
prisons in Israel and the occupied territories its delegation has 
contributed, as far as it was able, to the alleviation of the prisoners' 
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plight by distributing comforts among them. It has supplied over 
a thousand books in Arabic and dozens of textbooks for studies. 

From July 1969 to May 1970, with the approval of the occupa­
tion authorities, the delegation organized and financed more than 
a hundred free bus trips for some 6,000 relatives of internees, as a 
number of needy families live far from the prison in which a 
relative is held and cannot afford the fare. Thanks to the ICRC 
such families may meet their detained relatives each month. 

During the monthly visits, families may bring their members in 
detention fruit, biscuits and cigarettes. However, detainees whose 
families live beyond a cease-fire line do not receive such gifts, as 
they are not visited by their families. The ICRC was therefore 
authorized to distribute parcels of fruit, biscuits and cigarettes to 
all prisoners who could 'not be visited by their families, or who 
had not been visited by them for three months, whatever the 
reason. From September 1969 to 31 May 1970, the ICRC distributed 
some 5,000 such individual parcels, and 250 sets of underclothing 
in the course of ten series of monthly visits. 

Transport by bus for family visits and the monthly distribution 
of parcels to. prisoners at present involves the ICRC in expenditure 
amounting to 10,000 Swiss francs a month. 

c) Other Activities 

Apart from endeavouring to improve detention and interroga­
tion conditions, prison visits involve the delegations in the occupied 
territories and the Arab countries in a considerable amount of work: 

Mail: Prisoners often complain that they do not receive messages 
from their families in the Arab countries. Their complaints are forwarded 
by the ICRC delegations in these countries, who contact the families 
and inform them of the possibility available to them of communicating 
with their imprisoned kin on Red Cross message forms through the 
ICRC. 

Social Welfare: A man's imprisonment often deprives a family of its 
sole bread-winner. When a prisoner informs a delegate that his family is 
in that situation, the delegate makes enquiries of the family and if he 
finds that the family is in dire straits he brings its plight to the attention 
of the Israeli Ministry of Social Welfare, which is responsible for provid­
ing needy population with essential requirements. The delegates see to 

. it that their requests are followed up. 
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Family visits: Sometimes internees inform the ICRC that their 
families cannot afford to visit them. In such cases, the delegates, after 
checking up, include these families in the bus trip organized by the 
ICRC. 

2. Israeli Civilians in Arab hands 

ICRC delegates in the DAR, Jordan and the Lebanon have 
been able to visit most of the Israeli civilians detained in those 
countries. Between June 1967 and May 1970, twenty-five visits 
were paid to 33 interned Israeli civilians. 

In Syria, after repeated overtures, the ICRC delegates were 
able to visit on three occasions in the autumn of 1969 two Israeli 
civilians interned in Damascus. Contrary to the provisions of 
Article 143 of the Fourth Convention, no interview without witness 
could take place during the first visit. The two detainees were 
subsequently released in a neutral country. 

An Israeli citizen captured and detained by a Palestine resistance 
organization was also visited three times in Jordan outside his 
place of detention. In addition, in May 1970, the ICRC delegate in 
the Lebanon visited an Israeli Arab national who had been captured 
and imprisoned in Beyrouth, and was soon afterwards repatriated. 

XI. Tracing of Missing Civilians 

1. In Occupied Territories 

Immediately after the June 1967 conflict, large numbers of 
requests to trace missing civilians began to reach the ICRC delega­
tion in Israel. They are still being received today. 

In order to deal with them, the delegation endeavoured to 
induce the Israeli authorities to set up an official information 
bureau, as provided for in the Fourth Geneva Convention. Instead, 
the Government instituted the following two procedures: 

On 25 June 1967 it entrusted the tracing of missing persons in 
the three occupied territories to the Magen David Adom relief 
society. As this solution proved to be inadequate, the delegates 
themselves made enquiries into the whereabouts of missing persons 
presumed to be in those territories. 
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On 5 November 1967 it started a new procedure: the Ministry 
of the Interior would supply the information and the delegation 
would deal with the Ministry through the Magen David Adorn. 
This procedure also having failed to live up to expectations, it was 
abandoned at the end of 1967. 

Since then the ICRC delegates themselves carry out enquiries 
to trace missing civilians in the occupied territories through the 
local mayors' offices, Red Crescent branches, leading community 
members and inhabitants. 

2. Civilians presumed to be in detention 

Concomitantly with enquiries among the population of the 
occupied territories, whenever these are inconclusive, delegates 
direct their efforts towards the prisons. Since the beginning of 1968, 
the Israeli Minister of Defence has been taking about a month to 
reply to the JCRC delegation's enquiries to find out whether a 
missing person is in one of the prisons in Israel or the occupied 
territories. 

The JCRC delegation has several times tried to have the replies 
speeded up. When the persons sought are detained for interrogation, 
enquiries produce no reply before several weeks have elapsed. 

It should be mentioned that the Israeli authorities do not 
spontaneously notify the ICRC delegation of the internment of 
civilians; they merely reply to enquiries about a specific person. 
The delegation has urged the detaining authorities to introduce the 
internment card system in accordance with Article 106 of the 
Fourth Convention. 

As the Israeli authorities claimed this was impossible, the 
ICRC delegation took it upon itself to make out such a card for each 
detainee encountered during the prison visits. This is, however, no 
substitute for the internment card system, as the names of detainees 
held for interrogation are still not communicated to the JCRC and 
the JCRC has to find out for itself the names of persons released. 

So far the JCRC delegation has compiled a card index of the 
names of some 1,800 prisoners, whose detention it is aware of from 
the prison visits or from Ministry of Defence confirmation or from 
the Red Cross message forms sent by prisoners to their families 
outside the occupied territories. 
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3. Dead Arab Infiltrators 

On 5 May 1968, Mr. P. Gaillard, Assistant Director of the ICRC, 
contacted the Israeli Ministry of Defence concerning the identifica-' 
tion and notification of the names of armed of unarmed Arab 
infiltrators killed in action against the Israeli army. This was 
followed up by three further contacts in 1968 and 1969, but to no 
effect. The occupation authorities stated that an identification 
service existed but that for security reasons the names of infiltrators 
would not be notified. 

Consequently, as far as it is able, the ICRC delegation, during 
its prison visits, questions surviving infiltrators about their dead 
comrades in order to find out their names and to inform the 
families. 

4. Tracing of Palestinian Civilians in the UAR 

Palestinian families sometimes ask the ICRC delegations for 
news of relatives who left home during hostilities or immediately 
after the occupation. The requests are conveyed to the ICRC 
delegation in Cairo which undertakes enquiries in co-operation 
with the DAR Red Crescent. Of the 137 persons sought 110 have 
been traced. 

XII. Jewish Communities in the Arab Countries 

Even before the outbreak of hostilities, the situation of foreign, 
stateless or national Jews in some Arab countries gave cause for 
anxiety. The ICRC told the governments concerned when war 
broke out that the provisions of the Fourth Geneva Convention 
should, at least by analogy, apply to those persons, in view of the 
fact that measures affecting them were taken as a direct result of 
the conflict between Israel and the Arab States. 

In countries where emergency measures affecting Jews were 
taken, the ICRC requested permission for its delegates to visit and 
assist those who had been interned. Thereupon, the ICRC delegate 
in Libya visited persons assigned to residence in camps and gave 
assistance to Jews authorized to leave the country. In Syria the 
JCRC delegation was in more or less constant touch with the three 
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main Jewish communities at Damascus, Aleppo and Kamichlieh, 
each consisting of Syrian nationals. On the other hand, the United 
Arab Republic did not permit the ICRC delegates to visit interned 
stateless Jews. However, those detainees were authorized to 
correspond with their families and to receive from them clothing 
and money. The ICRC was also able to send them medicaments. 
During the months following the conflict, and in 1969, the UAR 
released little by little several dozen stateless Jews. Some were 
entrusted to the care of the ICRC delegates before they left for 
abroad. In Iraq the ICRC was unable to visit the Jewish communi­
ties, although it applied to the authorities for permission in the 
summer of 1967. 

* * * 

Part III 

STATISTICS 
JUNE 1967-31 MAY 1970 

Tracing of missing military personnel 

I Number Number Persons I Unknown, IEnquirer No repliesI of enquiries of replies traced * missing or dead I I 
Central Tracing Agency . 

ICRC delegation in: 
-UAR 

- Jordan. 

- Syria 

- Lebanon 

- Israel 

Total enquiries. 

479 

1,584
 

781
 

1,017
 

12
 

43
 

3,916 

463 

1,542 

767 

908 

12 

34 

3,726 

451I 12 16 

1,46973 42 

15 752 14 

74 834 109 

-- 12 

296 9 

180 3,547 190 

* Living at liberty or in internment in occupied territory. 
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Family reunions 

II Number of cases 

I 

2,492 

176 

1,009 

18 

3,695 

In occupied territories 
number of persons 

3,085 

542 

1,009 

18 

4,654 

IOutside occupied territories 
number_of persons 

2,682 

-

-

-

2,682 

NOTE: The figures do not include persons travelling from Jordan to reJom their 
families after 21 January 1968. From that date onwards, the ICRC did not intervene 
directly in these operations. Attention is drawn to the fact that in 1967 ICRC delegates 
took part in a repatriation programme towards the West Bank of the Jordan in which 
more than 14,000 persons were involved. 

Exchanges of family messages 

From To occupied territories IFrom occupied territories I Destination 

DAR. 299,122 436,269 DAR 

Syria. 20,156 36,078 Syria 

Jordan 164,345 277,618 Jordan 

Other Arab countries . 10,197 90,350 Other Arab-
countries 

Totals 493,820 840,315 

Total of all messages exchanged 1,334,135 
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Tracing of missing civilians 

Enquirer Number 
of enquiries 

Number 
of replies 

Persons 
traced • 

Unknown, 
missing OT dead No reply 

Central Tracing Agency. 877 872 729 143 5 

ICRC delegation in: 
-DAR 6,189 5,926 4,408 1,518 263 

- Jordan. 855 843 187 656 12 

- Syria 1,013 698 325 373 315 

- Lebanon. 17 15 12 3 2 

- Israel 321 221 110 111 100 

Total enquiries. 9,272 8,575 5,771 2,804 697 

* Living at liberty or in internment in occupied territory. 

POW Welfare pursuant to the Third Geneva Convention 

Number of visits Number of POWs 
visited 

Releases and repatriations 

A) Arab POWs in Israel. 41 7,658 5,638 

B) Israeli POWs in 
Arab countries 37 23 19 

Total for all countries. 78 7,681 5,657 

NOTE: The figures include only visits in respect of which formal reports were sent 
to the POW's own government and the Detaining Power. 
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Recognition of the Malawi
 
Red Cross Society
 

GENEVA, 23 JULY 1970 

Circular No. 480
 

To the Central Committees of the National Red Cross, Red Crescent
 

and Red Lion and Sun Societies
 

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, 

We have the honour to inform you that the International 
Committee of the Red Cross on 23 July 1970 officially recognized 
the Malawi Red Cross Society. 

The new Society formally applied for recognition by the Inter­
national Committee on 10 December 1969. Its request was supported 
by various documents including a copy of its Statutes and of 
the Act of 13 January 1967, and a letter containing, inter alia, 
a statement of adherence to the Statutes of the International 
Red Cross, received on 21 May 1970. 

These documents, which were examined jointly by the Inter­
national Committee and the Secretariat of the League of Red Cross 
Societies, showed that the ten qualifying conditions for recognition 
of a new National Society had been fulfilled. 

This recognition which the International Committee is pleased 
to announce, brings to 114 the total number of member Societies 
of the International Red Cross. 

The Malawi Red Cross, which was visited in 1968 and 1969 
and on other occasions by representatives of the International 
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Committee and of the League of Red Cross Societies, is active 
throughout the territory. It is concerned, inter alia, with instruction 
in first-aid, blood transfusion, assistance to the victims of natural 
disasters and the welfare of orphans. 

The Government of the Republic of Malawi acceded to the 1949 
Geneva Conventions on 5 January 1968. The autonomous character 
of the Society is provided for in the Statutes and is guaranteed by 
the above-mentioned Act. The National Chairman of the Society 
is H. E. The Honorable A. A. Muwalo. Its headquarters are at 
Blantyre. 

The International Committee of the Red Cross has pleasure 
in welcoming the Malawi Red Cross to membership of the Inter­
national Red Cross, in accrediting it and commending it, by this 
circular, to all other National Societies, and in expressing sincere 
good wishes for its future and for the success of its humanitarian 
work. 

FOR THE INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE 

OF THE RED CROSS 

Marcel A. NAVILLE 

President 
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EXTERNAL ACTIVITIES 

Cambodia 

Visits to Refugee Camps and Hospitals.-ICRC and League dele­
gates, accompanied by Cambodian and Japanese Red Cross repre­
sentatives, recently visited several camps for Cambodian and 
Vietnam refugees and two hospitals in Phnom-Penh. 

They went to the Decho-Damdin street school where there were 
1,600 Vietnam refugees from the Kompong-Chnang region and who 
were to be progressively repatriated to the Republic of Vietnam. 
The delegates saw the camp de la Providence et des Seems which 
provided with shelter some 12,000 persons from the outskirts of 
the Cambodian capital. 

They also visited three camps for Cambodian refugees: the 
Lycee du 18 Mars with 444 families, or nearly 1,600 persons, from 
Rattanakiri; the Lycee de Ram Buboth, with 103 families, or about 
400 persons; and the Jeunesse de sauvetage camp where there were 
nearly 800 refugees from the Rattanakiri province. Two hospitals 
were also visited by the delegates: the civilian Preah Ket Mealea 
hospital, with 1,200 patients, including 315 wounded soldiers and 
200 civilian casualties, and the A mitie khmero-sovietique hospital 
with 700 patients, 250 being war casualties. 

On 26 July 1970 ICRC delegates, together with two members 
of the Cambodian Red Cross, were present at a distribution of relief 
supplies at Kompong Speu: The recipients were Cambodian refu­
gees who had fled from the provincial capital and were now return­
ing home. About a hundred families received aid: clothing, mos­
quito-nets, toilet requisites and medicaments. 

Despatch ofrelief.-Following the three consignments despatched 
in July by the ICRC, a fourth consignment of medical supplies, 

514 



Photo R. Hirst. 

Among the same tribe, Dr. Bakker and Dr. Habersang (righi), the doctors of the 
International Reel Cross team, measuring the haemoglobin content of an Inelian. 
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In a Kayapo Indian village south of the State of Para, Dr. Bakker, member of the 
International Reel Cross team, taking a blood sample for analysis. 
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consisting of antibiotics valued at 50,000 Swiss francs, was sent to 
the Cambodian Red Cross. 

This JCRC contribution was in addition to the allocation imme­
diately after the outbreak of hostilities in Cambodia of some 
200,000 Swiss francs for local purchases. 

Within the framework of joint relief action by the JCRC and 
the League, an anaesthesia unit was also handed over on 9 August 
to the Cambodian Red Cross. 

Republic of Vietnam 

On 10, 11 and 12 June 1970 the JCRC delegates in the Republic 
of Vietnam visited the Phu-Quoc prisoner of war camps adminis­
tered by the Vietnam armed forces. They enquired into detention 
conditions and interviewed without witnesses prisoners of their 
choice. 

Later, they went to the Vietnamese Hospital Phan-Than-Gian at 
Cantho, to the Vietnamese Military Hospital at Pleiku and to the 
U.S. 97th Evacuation Hospital near Da Nang. In addition, they 
visited three collection centres of the American Armed Forces at 
Da Nang, four interrogation centres of the Vietnamese Armed 
Forces at Bien Hoa, Da Nang, Saigon and Can-Tho, and the 
correctional institutions at Hue, Quang-Tri, Pleiku and Khank-Hoa. 

At all these places, they enquired into detention conditions, and 
as customary, their reports are sent to the detaining authorities. 

Indonesia 

For the first time since the 1965 events, an ICRC sIelegate 
Dr. R. Marti, went on 27 June 1970 to two places of detention 
in Indonesia: the Tangerang centre and the Bukit Duri prison 
for women. In the Tangerang centre, some 25 miles west of Dja­
karta, are common law prisoners and, in separate quarters, some 
500 political detainees. (This establishment includes not only the 
living quarters but also 247 acres of agricultural land where the 

. detainees work.) 
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At Bukit Duri (a district of Djakarta) Dr. Marti saw almost 
150 women detainees. 

As customary, reports on these two visits are sent to the 
detaining authorities. 

Democratic Republic of the Congo 

Visit to prisoners.-On 9 July 1970 Mr. A. Tschiffeli, Regional 
Delegate of the International Committee for West Africa, went to 
a military camp in the Democratic Republic of the Congo to visit 
six Portuguese military prisoners held by the Angola Revolu­H 

tionary Government in Exile" (ARGE). The detainees handed the 
ICRC delegate messages for transmission to their families through 
the Central Tracing Agency in Geneva. Mr. Tschiffeli was given a 
list of the prisoners for forwarding to the Portuguese Red Cross. 

It was the first time that the ICRC visited Portuguese military 
personnel held prisoner by an African nationalist movement. On the 
other hand, it had attended the release and repatriation of Portuguese 
prisoners, twice in Guinea and on three occasions in Mozambique. 
It also visited political detainees and military prisoners in Guinea 
Bissau (1965), Angola (1966), Mozambique (1966 and 1968) and in 
the Cape Verde Islands (1969). 

Repatriation.-Following recent fighting, armed forces of the 
ARGE had taken two small Portuguese girls aged two and four. 
The ARGE wired the ICRC that they were holding them for repa­
triation. 

On 15 August, a delegate of the ICRC went to Kinshasa to take 
charge of the girls. They were flown to Geneva where they were 
handed over to the care of a representative of the Portuguese 
permanent mission, who accompanied them subsequently to Lisbon, 
where, according to information sent by the Portuguese Red Cross, 
they arrived safe and sound. 

Brazil 

On several occasions, the International Review has published 
news of the mission effected by the team sent out to Brazil by 
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the ICRC, in agreement with the Brazil Ministry of the Interior 
with the aim of making a survey of the circumstances and needs 
of the Indian inhabitants of the Amazon area. 

The members of this mission, Dr. S. Bakker and Dr. R. Haber­
sang, and the ethnologist, Mr. R. Fuerst, concluded their round trip 
when they went on 29 July to the State of Para where they visited 
a tribe of Gavioes Indians, 50 kilometres north-east of Maraba. 
This tribe, which had had to put up with recent floods, received 
from the medical team some relief supplies, especially food. 

On 30 July, the mission went to an Indian reservation south 
of Maraba when.:. some 750 Krahos dwell in four villages. They then 
continued to the south-east and visited at the beginning of August 
the Kayapos 1 and Xikrin tribes. On 4 August, the team returned 
to the Ilha do Bananal, from where the expedition had set off, and 
later left for Rio de Janeiro which they reached on 11 August. 

As had been mentioned during the mission, blood samples were 
sent to European laboratories to be analysed. The doctors' findings 
will be included in a report. 

This team has thus covered from 10 May to 11 August 1970 
some 20,000 kilometres, almost entirely by plane, in the States of 
Goias, Mato Grosso, Rondonia, Amazonas, Roraima and Para. 

Nicaragua 

Following the visit last April of ICRC delegate Eddy Leemann 
to seven detention centres in Nicaragua, a consignment of medica­
ments, mainly antibiotics, analgesics and vitamins, was despatched 
for the benefit of detainees in that country. 

The National Red Cross, which undertook to store and distri­
bute these medicaments, had already received from the ICRC, at 
the beginning of this year, twelve first-aid kits. 

Poland 

An ICRC delegation examined from 9 to 23 July 1970 at Warsaw 
a further series of 119 cases of Polish victims of pseudo-medical 

1 Plate. 

519 



INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE EXTERNAL ACTIVITIES 

experiments in German concentration camps during the Second 
World War. 

Two doctor-delegates, Dr. J-F. de Rougemont and Dr. J-L. 
Roux, accompanied by Miss L. Simonius and Mr. J-P. MauIioir, 
saw the 119 victims at the headquarters of the Polish Red Cross. 
Also present were members of the National Society Medical Com­
mission and a judge representing the" General commission for the 
investigation of Hitlerian crimes in Poland". 

The neutral arbitration commission, set up by the ICRC, will 
meet from 30 September to 3 October 1970 at the ICRC head­
quarters in Geneva in order to examine these 119 cases and a few 
others that were still in abeyance, and will determine the compen­
sation to be paid by the Federal German Government. 

Thanks to the efforts of the" General commission for the inves­
tigation of Hitlerian crimes in Poland" and the co-operation of 
Polish hospitals, the procedure concerning pseudo-medical experi­
ment victims has now been rationalized, and payments of compen­
sation to victims will thus be considerably accelerated. 

Greece 

Visits to places of detention.-In July, the ICRC continued the 
mission it started on 24 November 1969, consistent with the agree­
ment it reached with the Greek Government. Its delegates visited 
Oropos camp (gendarmerie, on 1 and 2 July), the transit camp 
and the Eptapyrgion prison, both at Salonika (gendarmerie, on 
3 July), Kalami prison and Alikarnassos camp, both in Crete 
(gendarmerie, on 9 and 10 July), Egine and Trikala prisons (gendar­
merie, on 13 and 15 July). They also visited persons under house 
arrest in the villages of Tsotyli, Pentalofon, Makrakomi, Gardiki, 
Carpenissi, Kerassomhori and Thermon (gendarmerie, 6, 15, 16 
and 17 July). 

In all these places of detention, the ICRC delegates were able 
to move about freely and to talk without witnesses with detainees. 

Passenger plane captured by Palestinians.-On the morning of 
23 July 1970, an " Olympic Airways" aircraft, flying from Beirut, 
was seized by a group of young Palestinians, as it was coming in 
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to land at Athens airport. The commandos demanded the release 
of seven Palestinians, responsible for various outrages, who were 
imprisoned in Greece. If this were not done, they threatened to 
blow up the aircraft with all its occupants. 

In the meantime, another aircraft, with Mr. A. Rochat, Delegate­
General of the ICRC for the Middle East, on board, was flying in 
from Cairo and preparing to land. Mr. Rochat noticed that the 
aircraft was not being brought in to land the usual way, and, on 
enquiring, was informed by the pilot of what was taking place on the 
airport runway down below. As soon as his aircraft had touched 
down, Mr. Rochat introduced himself to the Chief of Police at the 
airport and offered to do what he could to save the passengers 
from the death that was threatening them. 

At the request of the Greek authorities, Mr. Rochat first spoke 
to the commandos from the control tower. It was only after he 
had pleaded with them for a long time that the ICRC Delegate­
General was able to persuade the Palestinians to allow him to 
approach the aircraft and finally to enter and to engage in negotia­
tions for the release of the passengers. 

After the commandos had obtained from the Greek authorities 
a promise that their comrades would be released within 30 days, 
they agreed to let the occupants alight, but insisted on keeping 
Mr. Rochat with them as a hostage, to ensure that the plane would 
take off with them. The aircraft ultimately left Athens with eight 
members of the crew, the seven commandos and Mr. Rochat. After 
proceeding first towards Beirut, the aircraft changed course for 
Cairo where it landed early in the evening. 

Yemen Arab Republic 

On 3 August 1970 the ICRC delegation opened a " milk centre" 
for the children of Sana'a. Each morning the delegates provide half 
a point of milk to every child attending the centre, which is in a 
room made available by the town's hospital. 

Almost 2, 000 children benefit from this distribution which, it is 
estimated, requires about 2 tons of powdered milk each month. 
.The milk centre is in addition to the distribution of powdered milk 
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to mothers of infants and hospital patients which the ICRC began 
some time ago and is still carrying on. 

Middle East 

The JCRC and the cease-fire.-The International Committee of 
the Red Cross has taken note of the last article of the cease-fire 
agreement concluded in the Middle East which came into force on 
8 August 1970, and which states: "Both sides will abide by the 
Geneva Convention of 1949 relative to the treatment of prisoners 
of war, and will accept the assistance of the International Committee 
of the Red Cross in carrying out their obligations under that 
Convention". 

The ICRC noted with satisfaction the renewed determination 
of the parties to respect the obligations they undertook when acced­
ing to the Third Geneva Convention. The ICRC consequently sent 
a note to the Israeli, Jordanian and United Arab Republic authori­
ties calling upon them to furnish it with all possible assistance in 
carrying out its mission on behalf of prisoners of war. 

Israel and the occupied territories 

Visits to prisoners and civilians.-In July, ICRC delegates visited 
ten persons from the occupied territory of Gaza, who were under 
house arrest at Lehffin (North Sinai). Later, they visited, at the 
hospital of Sefat, a young wounded Lebanese civilian, who had 
been captured on 7 July 1970; they saw, too, a Lebanese woman, 
who had also been wounded, and whose capture had taken place 
on 13 July. Both prisoners were repatriated, under ICRC auspices, 
one on 28 July and the other on 31 July. 

From 24 May to 1 July 1970 the ICRC delegates in Israel and 
the occupied territories went to 15 prisons in which they saw some 
3,800 prisoners, enquired into detention conditions and interviewed 
without witnesses detainees of their own choice. On 10 August, 
they visited in the Sarafand military prison 69 Egyptian, 38 Syrian 
and 10 Lebanese prisoners of war. 
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On 16 and 18 August, the head of the ICRC delegation in Israel 
visited two civilians who had been detained in the following cir­
cumstances: when a British aircraft had touched down at the Lod 
airport in Israel, two passengers, both Algerian nationals, were 
detained; the wife of one of them was permitted to continue her 
flight. The ICRC was requested by the Algerian Minister of Foreign 
Affairs to intervene in order to obtain the release of the two 
Algerian nationals. 

Distribution of Relief.-In May and June the ICRC delegates 
distributed standard ICRC parcels of fruit, biscuits and cigarettes 
to 505 detainees who had not been visited by their families for at 
least three months. In July, they again distributed parcels to 
490 detainees in nine prisons in Israel and the occupied territories. 

Transport for detainees' families.-Since the beginning of the 
year, the ICRC delegation in Israel has organized a transport service 
six times for the benefit of poor families to enable them to visit 
detained relatives. 

United Arab Republic 

Activities on behalf of prisoners of war.-On 30 July 1970, ICRC 
delegates visited once again four Israeli prisoners of war interned 
in Cairo. 

Some days later, they visited an Israeli pilot whose plane had 
been shot down by the DAR. The prisoner had been seriously 
wounded and the delegates asked that he be repatriated in accor­
dance with articles 109 and 110 of the Third Geneva Convention 
relative to th~ treatment of prisoners of war. 

The prisoner was repatriated on 15 August. He was taken 
immediately to Tel Aviv and admitted to hospital. During his flight 
from Cairo to Nicosia, he was accompanied by a doctor of the ICRC. 

Jordan 

On 14 August, the ICRC delegates in Jordan visited an Israeli 
civilian who had been detained since 1 January 1970. The prisoner 
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sent his family a message. This was the fourth ICRC visit to this 
detainee. 

Lebanon 

The ICRC medico-social team in the south of the Lebanon con­
tinued the work it began on 16 July 1970. Accompanied by members 
of the Lebanese Red Cross, the delegate, the doctor-delegate and 
the ICRC nurse visited the dispensaries at Deir Mimas, HouIa, 
Taibe and Ain Taroun. They also went to the villages ofKfar Kella, 
Adeisse, Maroun el Rass, Debbel, Yarine and Rmeich. They also 
visited Palestine refugee camps at Tyre, Saida and Sour. 

At the beginning of August the team went to Mount Hermon 
and visited the villages of Rachaya el Foukhar, Kfar Hamam and 
Kfar Chouba. During those visits the delegates assisted the civilian 
population, medically and otherwise. 

Syria 

Reuniting offamilies.-On 22 July at Kuneitra, the ICRC dele­
gates in Israel and Syria carried out a family reuniting operation. 
Three lorries and a coach crossed the cease-fire line with 15 persons 
on their way to join their families in Israel. 

Repatriation of the dead.--The body of a Syrian soldier killed in 
recent fighting on the cease-fire line between Syria and Israel was 
repatriated to Kuneitra on 12 August 1970. 

Visit to Prisoners of War.-On 18 August the ICRC delegate in 
Syria was authorized to visit three Israeli prisoners of war who had 
been detained for several months. 
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Cameroon 

A Round Table discussion was held at Yaounde on 31 July 1970 
on the occasion of the Cameroon Red Cross Society's General 
Meeting. It was chaired by Dr. S. P. Tchoungui, President of the 
East Cameroon Council and General President of the Cameroon 
Red Cross. 

Some hundred delegates of the Society from all parts of the 
Cameroon and representing 33 local Committees met in the capital. 

The ICRC was represented by Mr. P. Gaillard, Assistant Direc­
tor, and Mr. A. Tschiffeli, regional delegate for West Africa, whilst 
the League of Red Cross Societies was represented by one of its 
Vice-Presidents from Dakar, Mr. R. Alcantara, President of the 
Senegal Red Cross, and by Mr. C.-A. Schussele, Director of Inter­
national Relations and Research, from Geneva. 

Various questions were debated includi~g: Development of 
Humanitarian Law, ICRC Intervention in Internal Conflicts, 
League Assistance particularly to the Junior Red Cross, and 
Dissemination of Knowledge on the Geneva Conventions in schools 
and the armed forces. 

In his opening speech to the Cameroon Red Cross General 
Meeting, Dr. Tchoungui reviewed the ten years of the National 
Society's existence and he thanked the ICRC for having sent his 
country the 11,400 copies of "The Red Cross and My Country" 
now in use in the Cameroon schools. He then referred to the National 
Society's future programme in the following terms: 

The mission still to be accomplished is a long term one and Red 
Cross needs are all top priority. We must face up to them through a 
programme drawn up after methodical study, a programme which is 
related to the resources available to our National Society. 

That programme includes: 

1) Staff training at all levels of the Cameroon Red Cross bodies,. 
2) The organization of a store of emergency supplies to meet natural 

or man-made disasters,. 
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3) The dissemination of knowledge on the Geneva Conventions in 
primary and secondary schools, in the armed forces, and among 
the population; 

4) The construction of a Red Cross headquarters to house the services 
of our National Society and a conference hall with seating for 
about 1,000 people. 

That sums up the fields to which we shall direct our efforts in the 
next few years. A nd if we are to achieve our objectives, if our Society 
is to make progress, our members and sympathizers must ever increase 
their enthusiasm, their energy, their dedication and their generosity. 

The spirit and example of everyone of us will be the determining 
factor of that progress, coupled with education which also is of primary 
importance. 

Jn a word, the Red Cross as an institution, and its role today and 
tomorrow, depend on men whose acts reflect the principles for which 
it stands. Consequently, the moral responsibility of the members of 
our National Society is g1'eat and it is on us first and foremost that 
the future of the young Cameroon Red Cross Society depends. 

Cyprus 

Some time ago, in Cyprus, Mr. Gaillard, JCRC Assistant Director, 
received from the Red Cross Society then being formed in that country 
a report on one of its most useful activities. We have pleasure in 
bringing it to the attention of our readers. 

The Cyprus Red Cross, at that time a branch of the British 
Red Cross, established its Convalescent Home for Sick Children in 
1957 knowing how difficult it can be for some parents to nurse 
children after their discharge from hospital. Children often have to 
be discharged whilst still in need of special attention, in order that 
beds may be available for others in more urgent need. Many children 
on leaving hospital have to return to overcrowded conditions where 
the parents, through lack of money or time, are unable to give them 
the special food and attention they require if they are to be fully 
restored to normal health, a result of which can mean a breakdown 
in health and a return to hospital. 
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With the object of helping such children, their parents and the 
doctors, the Red Cross established its Home first at Saittas and 
later in Kyrenia in more convenient premises. 

Thirty-two children of both Greek and Turkish origin between 
the ages of two and twelve years, incapacitated by paralysis, heart 
disease, muscle distrophy, are accommodated at a time and remain 
for periods of from six months to two years according to their 
requirements. They are under constant specialised supervision and 
the Children's Specialist from Nicosia General Hospital visits the 
Home every week recommending treatment, admissions and dis­
charges. When required, After-Care is provided by the Red Cross 
Committees in the various Districts in co-operation with the Gov­
ernment Medical and Welfare Services. Lessons are provided for 
those of school age. The direction of the Home is assured by an 
English Matron, appointed by the Cyprus Red Cross and assisted 
by Greek and Turkish personnel. 

This Home, which is unique in Cyprus, has been successfully 
maintained for the past nine years from funds raised in Cyprus by 
the Red Cross and by an equal grant from the Government, given 
on condition that it is matched by an equal amount raised by the 
Red Cross. A total of about £7,000 is needed every year to meet 
the expenses of maintaining the thirty-two patients in the Home. 

A new building was erected in 1969 by the Cyprus Red Cross 
to replace the former accommodation and to provide more facilities 
for the treatments. Archbishop Makarios has generously donated 
£10,000 towards the cost of the new Wing. It is the ultimate object, 
as funds become available, to extend the building so as to provide 
accommodation for sixty children, thus meeting a great need. 

Liechtenstein 

Liechtenstein Red Cross celebrated the twenty-fifth anniversary 
of its founding at an official ceremony held at Vaduz on 11 July 1970. 
H.S.H. Francis Joseph II, the reigning prince, senior officials of the 
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National Society and representatives of the international Red Cross~ 

institutions and of National Societies of neighbouring countries were 
present. The Standing Commission of the International Red Cross 
was represented by Lady Limerick, the ICRC by its President and 
by Mr. Borsinger, Delegate-General of the ICRC for Europe, and 
the League of Red Cross Societies by its Secretary-General and 
Mr. Dabney, deputy Secretary-General. 

H.S.H. Princess Gina of Liechtenstein first welcomed the guests 
of the Red Cross Society of which she is the President. Addresses 
were then delivered by Dr. Hilbe, Head of the Liechtenstein Govern­
ment, Mr. Naville, President of the ICRC, Mr. Beer, Secretary­
General of the League, Professor Haug, President of the Swiss Red 
Cross, Mr. von Lauda, President of the Austrian Red Cross, and 
Mr. Brandenburger, Vice-President of the German Red Cross in 
the German Democratic Republic. Finally, Mr. Garcia-Sayan. 
President of the Peruvian Red Cross, expressed his country's grati­
tude for the aid extended by the Liechtenstein Red Cross at the 
time of the recent earthquake disaster which had ravaged parts 
of Peru. 

Music played its part, too, in this stately ceremony, where all 
speakers paid tribute to the remarkable achievements of the Prin­
cipality under the sign of the red cross. Its various activities, such 
as child welfare, blood collecting campaigns, medico-social services, 
assistance to mothers and international relief were described briefly 
in an illustrated booklet, specially published for the centenary. 

The previous evening, chamber music works were performed 
before the Prince and Princess of Liechtenstein and a large audience. 
at a charity concert given in the Castle of Vaduz. 
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"OPERATION "HOPE" IN THE HEART OF AFRICA" 1 

This is the title given to the attractive and well illustrated 
booklet which is the League report on the resettlement operation 
of Sudanese refugees in the Central African Republic which, in 1966, 
it undertook in co-operation with the United Nations High Corn­
missioner for Refugees. An outburst of rivalry between the in­
habitants of the North and the South of the Sudan led many 
Sudanese to seek refuge in the Central African Republic. By the 
end of 1965 they were no less than 18,000 and their number was 
increasing continually. In view of the difficulty of the problems, 
the Government of the Central African Republic appealed to the 
High Commissioner who, in turn, appealed to the League. In a 
tripartite agreement signed in June 1966, the League was assigned 
responsibility for a resettlement programme and for co-ordination 
of relief work undertaken by different bodies. 

At the beginning the essential was to distribute relief and set up 
a full-scale resettlement programme. However, after several months, 
incidents occurred which caused the Government to order the 
transfer of the refugees to M'Boki in the interior of the country. 
The League undertook this vast operation which gave rise both to 
practical organizational problems and to a no less complex human 
problem, for the refugees had to be induced to agree to a new 
departure. 

Only then could the difficult task facing the Red Cross delegates 
be carried out as described below: 

" Departure was subject to control: each refugee reported to 
the police station with a card, on which the words "Seen on 
departure" were inscribed; there he was given two days rations, 
and the long trek towards M'Boki began. He carried a huge basket 

1 Published by the League of Red Cross Societies, Geneva, 1969. 24 pp. 
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on his head: household goods, clothes, a few tools and seeds received 
at Bambouti. Very light luggage with which to build a new life, 
but a very heavy load to carry 125 miles. 

Supply posts had been installed every 25 miles or so along the 
way, where the refugees received fresh food rations and any 
necessary medical care. A nurse and a midwife were on duty at each 
of these relays, while a delegate and a doctor regularly travelled 
the road. 

The old and sick, infants and pregnant women were transported 
by lorry and a military plane. 

These arrangements worked out well for, despite conditions 
having been made still more difficult by the rainy reason, nothing 
ill-toward occurred." 

Transfer to M'Boki was terminated in June 1968 but for several 
months it had been necessary to help refugees as they arrived to 
integrate into the society and economy of their country of asylum, 
organize a medical network of dispensaries and a central hospital, 
vaccinate the population against diseases endemic to the Central 
African Republic, and build a village especially for old people 
incapable of looking after themselves. The Red Cross teams co­
operated in this extensive and useful work to which this booklet 
bears vivid witness. 

In January 1969 the League assignment ceased but the medical 
work was continued until July that year at the request of the 
Central African Republic Government, so that the Red Cross was 
still active for several months more. To-day at M'Boki there is no 
longer a refugee zone but a complex of ten thriving villages where 
material settlement has been ensured, crops seemed to be doing 
very well and the medical and educational structures are functioning 
satisfactorily. 

f.-G. L. 
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Dynamique de la Paix, by Jean Laloy, Nova et Vetera, Geneva, 1969, no. 4. 

. .. Under these conditions, will it not be possible to admit that the 
objectives of international activity should be and at the same time tend 
to be no longer the maximum satisfaction of the interest of each, that 
is to say the constant struggle to get the better of others, i.e. success, 
but reconciliation of all, bearing in mind the genuine solidarity of all 
faced with the threat of annihilation. For the first time there has appeared 
a temporal awareness, not at a religious but at a political level, of the 
existence of a single human family threatened not by an external enemy 
but by an instrument of man's own invention. 

The idea of reconciliation radically changes international relations. 
Its effect is to establish a genuine moral community transcending 
States, perfectable and never perfect, on which all efforts to achieve 
peace, at whatever level they are exerted, may be based ... 

The Hippocratic Oath, World Health, WHO, Geneva, May 1970. 

. . . There was another side to his character: he was a man with a 
strong sense of professional responsibility. Hippocrates drew up a code 
of honour summarizing the rules governing the behaviour of doctors and 
this Hippocratic oath has been in use over the centuries. The code sets 
a high moral standard for the medical profession. and demands absolute 
integrity of doctors. 

Hippocrates was a voluminous writer. The" Corpus Hippocraticum " 
runs to seventy treatises, and is incredibly rich in information. It is not 
all by the master's hand, but the whole work reflects his thinking. His 
aphorisms reveal a lucid, balanced and precise mind. Their short, 
incisive phrases, so nicely turned that they remain stamped on the 
memory for ever, have received the imprimatur of survival for many 
centuries. The first and best known is worth recalling. "Life is short, 
art is long, experience is difficult. Not only should the doctor be ready 
to do his duty, but the patient, the assistants, and external circumstances 
must conspire to effect a cure." A simple and moving paragraph which 
sums up the art of medicine. 

The medicine of Hippocrates was made up of observation, experiment 
and reasoning, and represents the highest point reached by Greek 
medicine. Even today its scientific aspects are striking. The renown of 
the wise man of Cos is well deserved. Hippocrates will always be regarded 
as one of the masters of the medical art. 
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EXTRACT FROM THE STATUTES OF 

THE INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE OF THE RED CROSS 

(AGREED AND AMENDED ON SEPTEMBER 25, 1952) 

ART. 1. - The International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) 
founded in Geneva in 1863 and formally recognized in the Geneva 
Conventions and by International Conferences of the Red Cross, shall 
be an independent organization having its own Statutes. 

It shall be a constituent part of the International Red Cross.1 

ART. 2. - As an association governed by Articles 60 and following 
of the Swiss Civil Code, the ICRC shall have legal personality. 

ART. 3. - The headquarters of the ICRC shall be in Geneva. 
Its emblem shall be a red cross on a white ground. Its motto shall be 

.. Inter arma caritas ". 

ART. 4. - The special role of the ICRC shall be: 

(a)	 to maintain the fundamental and permanent principles of the Red 
Cross, namely: impartiality, action independent of any racial, 
political, religious or economic considerations, the universality of 
the Red Cross and the equality of the National Red Cross Societies; 

(b)	 to recognize any newly established or reconstituted National Red 
Cross Society which fulfils the conditions for recognition in force, 
and to notify other National Societies of such recognition; 

1 The International Red Cross comprises the National Red Cross So­
cieties, the International Committee of the Red Cross and the League of 
Red Cross Societies. The term" National Red Cross Societies" includes the 
Red Crescent Societies and the Red Lion and Sun Society. 
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(c)	 to undertake the tasks incumbent on it under the Geneva Con­
ventions, to work for the faithful application of these Conventions 
and to take cognizance of any complaints regarding alleged breaches 
of the humanitarian Conventions; 

(d)	 to take action in its capacity as a neutral institution, especially 
in case of war, civil war or internal strife; to endeavour to ensure 
at all times that the military and civilian victims of such conflicts 
and of their direct results receive protection and assistance, and to 
serve, in humanitarian matters, as an intermediary between the 
parties; 

(e)	 to contribute, in view of such conflicts, to the preparation and 
development of medical personnel and medical equipment, in co­
operation with the Red Cross organizations, the medical services 
of the armed forces, and other competent authorities; 

(/)	 to work for the continual improvement of humanitarian inter­
national law and for the better understanding and diffusion of the 
Geneva Conventions and to prepare for their possible extension; 

(g)	 to accept the mandates entrusted to it by the International Con­
ferences of the Red Cross. 

The ICRC may also take any humanitarian initiative which comes 
within its role as a specifically neutral and independent institution 
and consider any questions requiring examination by such an institution. 

ART. 6 (first paragraph). - The ICRC shall co-opt its members 
from among Swiss citizens. The number of members may not exceed 
twenty-five. 
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ADDRESSES OF CENTRAL COMMITTEES
 

AFGHANISTAN -Afghan Red Crescent, Kabul. 
ALBANIA - Albanian Red Cross, 35, Rruga 

Barrikadavet, Tirana. 
ALGERIA - Central Committee of the Algerian 

Red Crescent Society, 15 bis, Boulevard 
Mohamed V, Algiers. 

ARGENTINE - Argentine Red Cross, H. Yri· 
goyen 2068, Buenos Aires. 

AUSTRALIA - Australian Red Cross, 122-128 
Flinders Street, Melbourne, C. 1. 

AUSTRIA - Austrian Red Cross, 3 Gusshaus­
strasse, Postfach 39, Vienna IV. 

BELGIUM - Belgian Red Cross, 98, Chaussee 
de Vleurgat, Brussels 5. 

BOLIVIA - Bolivian Red Cross, Avenida 
Simon Bolivar, 1515 (Casilla 741), La PfH. 

BOTSWANA - Botswana Red Cross Society, 
P.O. Box 565, Gaberones. 

BRAZIL - Brazilian Red Cross, Pra9a da Cruz 
Vermelha 12 cz/86, Rio de Janeiro. 

BULGARIA - Bulgarian Red Cross, 1, Boul. 
S.S. Biruzov, Sofia. 

BURMA - Burma Red Cross, 42, Strand Road, 
Red Cross Building, Rangoon. 

BURUNDI - Red Cross Society of Burundi, 
rue du MarcM 3, P.O. Box 1324, Bujumbura. 

CAMBODIA - Cambodian Red Cross, 17, 
Vithei Croix-Rouge, P.O.B. 94, Phnom-Penh. 

CAMEROON - Central Committee of the 
Cameroon Red Cross Society, rue Henry­
Dunant, P.O.B. 631, Yaounde. 

CANADA - Canadian Red Cross, 95 Wellesley 
Street, East, Toronto 284 (Ontario). 

CEYLON - Ceylon Red Cross, 106 Dharma­
pala Mawatte, Colombo VII. 

CHILE - Chilean Red Cross, Avenida Santa 
Maria 0150, Correo 21, Casilla 246 V., Santiago 
de Chile. 

CHINA - Red Cross Society of China, 22 
Kanmien Hutung, Peking, E. 

COLOMBIA - Colombian Red Cross, Carrera 
7a, 34-65 Apartado nacional 1110, Bogota D.E. 

CONGO - Red Cross of the Congo, 41, Avenue 
Valcke P.O. Box 1712, Kinshasa. 

COSTA RICA - Costa Rican Red Cross, Calle Sa, 
Apartado 1025, San Jose. 

CUBA - Cuban Red Cross, Calle 23 201 esq. 
N. Vedado, Havana. 

CZECHOSLOVAKIA - Czechoslovak Red 
Cross, Thunovska 18, Prague I. 

DAHOMEY - Red Cross Society of Dahomey, 
P.O. Box 1, Porto Novo. 

DENMARK - Danish Red Cross, Ny Vestergade 
17, Copenhagen K. 

DOMINICAN REPUBLIC - Dominican Red 
Cross, Calle juan Enrique Dunant, Ensanche 
Mirafiores, Santo Domingo. 

ECUADOR - Ecuadorean Red Cross, Calle de 
la Cruz Roja y Avenida Colombia 118, Quito. 

ETHIOPIA - Ethiopian Red Cross, Red Cross 
Road No.1, P.O. Box 195, Addis Ababa. 

FINLAND - Finnish Red Cross, Tehtaankatu 
1 A, Box 14168, Helsinki 14. 

FRANCE - French Red Cross, 17, rue Quentin 
Bauchart, Paris (8e). 

GERMANY (Dem. Republic) - German Red 
Cross in the German Democratic Republic, 
Kaitzerstrasse 2, Dresden A. 1. 

GERMANY (Federal Republic) - German Red 
Cross in the Federal Republic of Germany, 
Friedrich-Ebert-Allee 71, 5300 Bonn " Post­
fach (D.B.R.). 

GHANA - Ghana Red Cross, P.O. Box 835, 
Accra. 

GREAT BRITAIN - British Red Cross, 9 
Grosvenor Crescent, London, S.W.l. 

GREECE - Hellenic Red Cross, rue Lycavittou 1 
Athens 135. 

GUATEMALA - Guatemalan Red Cross, 3. ­
Calle 8-40 zona 1, Guatemala C.A. 

GUYANA - Guyana Red Cross, P.O. Box 351, 
Eve Leary, Georgetown. 

HAITI - Haiti Red Cross, Place des Nations 
Unies, B.P. 1337, Pori-au-Prince. 

HONDURAS - Honduran Red Cross, Calle 
Henry Dunant 516, Tegucigalpa. 

HUNGARY - Hungarian Red Cross, Arany 
janos utca 31, Budapest V. 

ICELAND - Icelandic Red Cross, 0ldugg0tu 4, 
Reykjavik, Post Box 872. 

INDIA - Indian Red Cross, 1 Red Cross Road 
New Delhi 1. 

INDONESIA - Indonesian Red Cross, Tanah 
Abang Barat 66, P.O. Box 2009, Djakarta. 

IRAN - Iranian Red Lion and Sun Society, 
Avenue Ark, Teheran. 

IRAQ - Iraqi Red Crescent, AI-Mansour, 
Baghdad. 

IRELAND - Irish Red Cross, 16 Merrion Square, 
Dublin 2. 

ITALY - Italian Red Cross, 12, via Toscana. 
Rome. 

IVORY COAST - Ivory Coast Fed Cross 
Society, B.P. 1244, Abidjan. 

JAMAICA - jamaica Red Cross Society, 76 
Arnold Road, Kingston 5. 

JAPAN - japanese Red Cross, 5 Shiba Park, 
Minato-Ku, Tokyo. 

JORDAN - jordan National Red Crescent 
Society, P.O. Box 10001, Amman. 

KENYA - Kenya Red Cross Society, St johns 
Gate, P.O. Box 712, Nairobi. 

KOREA (Democratic People's Republic) - Red 
Cross Society of the Democratic People's 
Republic of Korea, Pyongyang. 

KOREA (Republic) - The Republic of Korea 
National Red Cross. 32-3 Ka Nam San-Donk, 
Seoul. 

KUWAIT - Kuwait Red Crescent Society 
P.O. Box 1359, Kuwait. ' 

LAOS - Lao Red Cross, P.B. 650, Vientiane. 
LEBANON - Lebanese Red Cross ,rue Genua! 

Spears, Beirut. 
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LIBERIA - Liberian National Red Cross, 
National Headquarters, Comer of Tubman 
boulevard and 9th Street Sinkor, P.O. Box 226, 
Mon~ovia. 

LIBYAN ARAB REPUBLIC - Libyan Red 
Crescent, Berka Omar Mukhtar Street, P.O. 
Box 541, Benghazi. 

LIECHTENSTEIN - Liechtenstein Red Cross, 
FL-9490 Vaduz. 

LUXEMBOURG - Luxembourg Red Cross, 
Parc de la Ville, C.P. 234, Luxembou~g. 

MADAGASCAR - Red Cross Society of Mada­
gascar, rue Clemenceau, P.O. Box 1168, 
Tanana~ive. 

MALAWI - Malawi Red Cross, Box 247, 
Blantyre. 

MALAYSIA - Malaysian Red Cross Society, 519 
Jalan Belfield, Kuala Lumpu~. 

MALI - Mali Red Cross, B.P. 280, route de 
Koulikora, Bamako. 

MEXICO - Mexican Red Cross, Avenida Ejer­
cito Nacional, nO 1032, Mexico 10, D.F. 

MONACO - Red Cross of Monaco, 27 Boul. de 
Suisse, M onte-Ca~lo. 

MONGOLIA - Red Cross Society of the Mon­
golian People's Republic, Central Post Office, 
Post Box 537, Ulan BatM. . 

MOROCCO - Moroccan Red Crescent, rue 
Benzakour, B.P. 189, Rabat. 

NEPAL - Nepal Red Cross Society, Tripuresh­
war,·P.B.217,.Kathmandu. 

NETHERLANDS - Netherlands Red Cross, 27 
Prlnsessegracht, The Hague. 

NEW ZEALAND - New Zealand Red Cross, 
61 Dixon Street, P.O.B. 6073, Wellington C.2. 

NICARAGUA - Nicaraguan Red Cross, 12 Ave­
nida Noroeste, 305, Managua, D.N. 

NIGER - Red Cross Society of Niger, B.P. 386, 
Niamey. 

NIGERIA - Nigerian Red Cross Society, Eko 
Akete Close, off. St. Gregory Rd., Onikan, 
P.O. Box 764, Lagos. 

NORWAY - Norwegian Red Cross, Parkveien 
33b, Oslo. 

PAKISTAN - Pakistan Red Cross, Frere Street, 
Ka~achi 4. 

PANAMA - Panamanian Red Cross, Apartado 
668, Panama. 

PARAGUAY - Paraguayan Red Cross, calle 
Andre Barbero y Artigas 33, AsunciOn. 

PERU - Peruvian Red Cross, Jiron Chancay 
881, Lima. 

PHILIPPINES - Philippine National Red 
Cross, 860 United Nations Avenue, P.O.B. 
280, Manila D-406. 

POLAND - Polish Red Cross, Mokotowska 14, 
Wa~saw. 

PORTUGAL - Portuguese Red Cross, General 
Secretaryship, J ardim 9 de Abril, 1 a 5, 
Lisbon J. 

RUMANIA - Red Cross of the Socialist Republic 
of Rumania, Strada Biserica Amzei 29, 
Buca~est. 

SALVADOR - Salvador Red Cross, 3a Avenida 
Norte y 3a Calle Poniente 21, San SalvadM. 

SAN MARINO - San Marino Red Cross, Palais 
gouvememental, San Ma~ino. 

SAUDI ARABIA - Saudi Arabian Red Crescent 
Riyadh. 

SENEGAL - Senegalese Red Cross Society, 
BId. Franklin-Roosevelt, P.O.B. 299, Daka~. 

SIERRA LEONE - Sierra Leone Red Cross 
Society, 6 Liverpool Street, P.O.B. 427, 
F,eetown. 

SOMALI REPUBLIC - Somali Red Crescent 
Society, P.O. Box. 937, Mogadiscio. 

SOUTH AFRICA -South African Red Cross, 
Cor. Kruis & Market Streets, P.O.B. 8726, 
] ohannesbu~g. 

SPAIN - Spanish Red Cross, Eduardo Dato 16, 
Mad~id, 10. 

SUDAN - Sudanese Red Crescent, P.O. Box 
235, Kharloum. 

SWEDEN - Swedish Red Cross, Artillerigatan 6, 
10440, Stockholm 14. 

SWITZERLAND - Swiss Red Cross, Tauben­
strasse, 8, B.P. 2699, 3001 Berne. 

SYRIA - Syrian Red Crescent,13, rue Mahdi 
Ben Baraka, Damascus. 

TANZANIA - Tanganyika Red Cross Society, 
Upanga Road, P.O.B. 1133, Da~ es Salaam. 

THAILAND - Thai Red Cross Society, King 
Chulalongkom Memorial Hospital, Bangkok. 

TOGO - Togolese Red Cross Society, Avenue 
de.~ Allies 19, P.O. Box 655, Lome. 

TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO - Trinidad and 
Tobago Red Cross Society, 48 Pembroke 
Street, P.O. Box 357, Pori of Spain. 

TUNISIA - Tunisian Red Crescent, 19, rue 
d'Angleterre, Tunis. 

TURKEY - Turkish Red Crescent, Yenisehir, 
Anka~a. 

UGANDA - Uganda Red Cross, 57 Roseberry 
Street, P.O. Box 494, Kampala. 

UNITED ARAB REPUBLIC - Red Crescent 
Society of the United Arab Republic, 34, rue 
Ramses, Cai~o. 

UPPER VOLTA - Upper Volta Red Cross, 
P.O.B. 340, Ouagadougou. 

URUGUAY -	 Uruguayan Red Cross, Avenida 8 
de Octubre, 2990, Montevideo. 

U.S.A.	 - American National Red Cross, 17th 
and D Streets, N.W., Washington 6 D.C. 

U.S.S.R.	 - Alliance of Red Cross and Red 
Crescent Societies, Tcheremushki, J. Tchere­
mushkinskii proezd 5, Moscow W-J6. 

VENEZUELA - Venezuelan Red Cross, Avenida 
Andres Bello No.4, Apart. 3185, Ca~acas. 

VIET NAM (Democratic Republic) - Red Cross 
of the Democratic Republic of Viet Nam, 
68, rue BIi-Triez, Hanoi. 

ViET NAM (Republic) - Red Cross of the 
Republic of Viet Nam, 201, duong HOng­
ThAp-Tu, No. 201, Saigon. 

YUGOSLAVIA	 - Yugoslav Red Cross, Simina 
ulica broj 19, Belg~ade. 

ZAMBIA - Zambia Red Cross, P.O. Box 
R. W. 1, Ridgeway, Lusaka. 
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