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I 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY. 
 
 

Volume I1 c o n s i s t s  of 32 books comprising t h e  testimony and 
summaries of  testimony of  a l l  wi tnesses  who appeared be fo re  
the Peers Inqui ry .  The testimony and summaries have been 
grouped toge the r  according t o  t h e  o rgan iza t ion  t o  which t h e  
i n d i v i d u a l  wi tness  was ass igned o r  a t t ached  i n  March 1968. 
Within t h e s e  o rgan iza t iona l  groupings, t h e  testimony and 
summaries of testimony of i n d i v i d u a l s  a r e  arranged i n  
a l p h a b e t i c a l  o r d e r  according t o  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l ' s  l a s t  name. 

Book 31 c o n s i s t s  of t h e  c o n f i d e n t i a l  e x t r a c t s  o f  testimony 
and summaries of testimony of a l l  US witnesses;  Book 33 
conta ins  t h e  s i m i l a r  e x t r a c t s  which a r e  c l a s s i f i e d  s e c r e t .  
Book 32 conta ins  t h e  testimony and summaries of testimony 
of a l l  Vietnamese witnesses  who t e s t i f i e d  be fo re  t h e  Inqui ry ;  
Book 32 i s  c l z . s s i f i e d  c o n f i d e n t i a l .  

The complete t a b l e  of con ten t s  of Volume I1 is  contained 
i n  Book 1; the t i t l e  page of .each i n d i v i d u a l  book l i s t s  t h e  
names of wi tnesses  whose testimony and summaries of t e s t i ­
mony appear the re in .  
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ORGANIZATION 
 
B L A N K  P E R I O D  COLUMN I N D I C A T E S  I N D I V I D U A L  WAS ON O P E R A T I O N  16 MARCh 1968 \ 

U N L E S S  O T H E R W I S E  I N D I C A T E D  UNDER P O S I T I O N  COLUMN 

. NAME- GRADE P O S I T  I O N  P E R I O D  -BOOK ­
8 ­

U S  ARMY V I E T N A M  

PALMER BRUCE J R  L T G  D E P U T Y  COMMANDING GENERAL J A N  68 J U N  68 1 
Y H I T A K E R *  HOWARD K C OL IG J U L  68  J U N  69 1 

S U B T O T A L  2 

I11 MAF I' ­

CUSHMAN* ROBERT E L T G  USMC COMMAND1 NG GENERAL J A N  68 AUG 68  1 
HOFFMAN, CARL W BG USMC AC OF S *  G3  MAR 68 MAY 6 9  1 
R U S S E L L ,  A L B E R T  L L T C  OPNS S T A F F  O F F I G3 MAR 68 J U N  68  1 
V A N  R Y Z I N ,  W I L L I A M  J MG USMC D E P U T Y  COMMANDER F E B  68 J U N  68  1 

-
S U B T O T A L  4 \-. 

A M E R I C A L  D I V I S I O N  

A D K I N S ,  A L V I N  E L T C  AC OF S, G2  MAY 6 8  NOV 68 1 
B N  CMDR, 4 1 3  DEC 67 MAY 68 

A N I S T R A N S K I  I C H A R L E S  LTC AC OF So 6 5  NOV 67 J U L  68 1 
ARMOUR* R I C H A R D  J MAJ H I S T O R I A N  APR 68  NOV 68 1 
AUGERSON* W I L L 1  AM S L T C  D I V I S O N  SURGEON D E C  67 J U L  68 1 
B A L M E R *  JESMGND D J R  L T C  AC OF S *  6 3  DEC 67 APR 68 . 1 
B A X L E Y ,  W I L L I A M  J LTC AC OF SI 6 3  APR 68  S E P  68 1 
B E A S L E Y *  J O H N  D II 1  MAJ ASST T O  C H I E F  O F  S T A F F  F E B  68  MAY 68 ' 1 
BENNI CLARK H LTC A S S T  63 J A N  6 8  SEP 68 1 
C L A R K E *  FRANK P L T C  AC OF Sv 64 F E B  6 8  AUG 68 ' 1 
CCMEAUw ROBERT F MAJ A S S T  S J A  DEC 67 J U L  68 1 
CRESWELL,  C A R L  E C H  C P T  C H A P L A I N *  D I V  ARTY J A N  68  S E P  68 ' 1 
D I C K E N S ,  JAMES A 1 l T  A I D E  CG MAR 68 AUG 68 2 
D I O N N E t  P A T R I C K  H L T C  P U B L I C  I N F O  O F F I C E R  APR 6 7  APR 68 2 
D U K E S *  CLARENCE 1 L T  ORDER OF B A T T L E  O F F *  G2  NOV 67 J U N  68 2 
GALLOWAY I JAMES V COL A S S T  D I  V I  S I O N  COMMANDER MAR 68 DEC 68 2 
G A M B L E *  S T E V E N  J CPT 60, B T R Y  DI 6/11 ARTY F E B 6 8 O C T 6 8  2 
G E L L I N G *  L O U I S  COL CO*  196 L T  I N F  BDE DEC 67 J U N  68 2 
G E T T Y S ,  C H A R L E S  M MG COMMANDING GENERAL J U N  68 MAY 69 2 
GRANGER, C L I N T O N  E J R  L T C  AC OF S f  G3  J U L  67 DEC 67 2 
HALLMAN,  RODNEY G M A J  ASST T O  C H I E F  OF S T A F F  AUG 68 J U N  69 2 
H A N C E *  W I L M E R  J 1 L T  A I D E  ADC MAR 6 8  NOV 68 2 
H A R R I N G T O N *  WAYNE C MAJ HQ CMDT J U L  68  F E B  69 2 
H E R R I S *  W I L L I A M  P S P 5  STENO CG S E P  67 J U N  68 2 ' 

H E T H E R L Y *  JAMES H LTC I G  J A N  68  MAY 68 2 
H I L L *  G E R A L D  D J R  LTC P U B L I C  I N F O  O F F I C E R  OCT 6 7  AUG 68 2 
H I L L  v JOHN W S P 5  STENO C OF S e  ADC/OPNS F E B  6 8  OCT 68 2 
HOLTOM* S T A N L E Y  E L T C  PSYOPS O F F I C E R ,  G 5  J A N  6 8  S E P  68 2 



AME,RICAL D l  V CONTINUED 
J A R R E T T *  CLARENCE H 
JOHNSON, WAYNE E 
JONES, J O H N  T 
JONES, LAWRENCE M 
K E L L E Y *  W I L L I A M  D 
KOSTER, SAMUEL H 
K UECHENMEISTERv GEORGE P 
L E W I S *  F R A N C I S  
L O F T I S *  ROBERT W 
LOGAN* JAMES A 
LUCAS, WARREN J 
LUPER, ROBERT B 
ORELL, S E T H  R 
PARNELL, ROY L 
PARSON* N E L S  A 
POWELL*  J A P O  C 
QUALLS,  ORBUN F 
R I T C H I E I  JAMES R 111 
ROBERTS* D A N I E L  A 
ROGERS* JAMES D 
S A F E R S T E I N  9 THORTON S 
S A I M O N S *  N I C K  E 
S A I N T *  CROSRIE E 
SMITH,  R I C H A R D  R 
S H A I N t  C4RROL E 
T I X I E R ,  L E W I S  R 
T R E A D U E L L t  JACK L 
T R E X L E R *  TOMMY P 
V A N  ABLE, HERBERT 11 
WHITE, DONALD T 
WILSON, M E L V I L L E  A 
Y OUNG, GEORGE H 
YOUNG* MASON J J R  

1230 A V I A T I O N  B A T T A L I O N ,  

BAKER, SCOTT A 
COLBURN* LAWRENCE M 
CULVERHOUSE, JERRY R 
C Z A R N E C K I  I D A V I D  J 
DEWINE, D E N N I S  H 
DOVE*  BOBBY L 
E Z E L L *  VERNON P 
GRAY*  HAROLD 3R 
G U A L T I E R *  JOSEPH M 
HOD,DEt C A L V I N  D 
HOLLADAY,JOHN L 
KELLENBENL t RONALD 

1 L T  A S S T  6 5  MAR 6 8  AUG 6 8  2 
CPT L N O  TO QUANG N G A I  PROV D E C 6 7  A P R 6 8  2 
L T C  S J A  DEC 6 7  APR 6 8  2 
COL COP D I V  ARTY MAR 6 8  MAR 6 9  2 
LTC ASST G 3  DEC 6 7  APR 6 8  3 
MG COMMAND1 NG GENERAL S E P  6 7  J U N  6 8  3 
MAJ L N O *  OCOFS B R I E F I N G  OFF DEC 67 APR 6 8  3 
CH L T C  D I V I S I O N  C H A P L A I N  AUG 6 7  AUG 6 8  3 
SSG A D H I N  NCO, OC OF S NOV 6 8  MAY 69 3 
N A J  L N O *  OCOFS B R I E F I N G  OFF J A N 6 8 A U G 6 8  3 
LTC PROVOST MARSHAL DEC 67 MAY 6 8  3 
LTC CO*  6 /11 BN ARTY MAY 67 MAY 6 8  3 
CPT ASST GZ B R I E F I N G  O F F  DEC 6 7  DEC 6 8  4 
HAJ ASST I G  MAY 6 8  SEP 6 8  4 
COL C H I E F  OF STAFF F E B  6 8  AUG 6 8  4 
MAJ ASST TO C H I E F  OF S T A F F  MAY 6 8  SEP 6 8  4 
LTC AC OF Ss G 1  OCT 6 1  J U L  6 8  4 
SSG A D M I N  NCO* OC OF S J A N  6 8  MAY 6 8  4 
CPT A I D E  CG S E P  6 7  MAY 6 8  4 
CSM D I V I S I O N  CSM J A N  6 8  J P N  6 9  4 
MAJ ASST I G  S E P  6 8  AUG 69 4 
SFC A D M I N  NCO, OC OF S MAY 6 8  NOV 6 8  4 
LTC ASST G 3  J A N  6 8  J U N  6 8  4 
SGT E N L I S T E D  A I D E  ADC/OPNS DEC 67 S E P  6 8  4 
L T C  IG M A Y 6 8 M A R 6 9  4 
CDL A C T I N G  C H I E F  O F  S T A F F  AUG 68 OCT 6 8  4 
COL C H I  EF OF S T A F F  OCT 68 MAR 69 4 

AC OF Sv G2 J A N  68 MAY 6 8  5 
STENO ADC OCT 67 F E B  69 5 

1 L T  A 1  D E  ADC/OPNS NOV 67 MAY 6 8  5 
LTC S J A  APR 6 8  J U L  6 8  5 
BG ASST D I V I S I O N  CMDR OPNS MAR 68 J U N  6 8  5 
COL CO* D I V  ARTY SEP 67 MAR 6 8  5 

SUBTOTAL 60 3 8 

AMERI CAL D I V I S I O N  

WOL GUN S E C *  CO B 
SP4 DOOR GUNNER* CO B 
wo1 GUN S E C t  CO B 
S P 4  DOOR GUNNER, CO A 
H 01 P I L O T ,  HQ t HQ D E T  
CPT s1 
no1 GUN SEC, CO B 
W01 GUN SEC*  CO B 
H 01 L O H  SEC, CO B 
S P 4  CREW C H I E F *  CO B 
L T C  B A T T A L I  ON COMMANDER 
w01 L O H  SECI CO B 



1 2 3 D  AVN BY C O Y T I N U F D  
K L A U M A N N *  J A Y F S  J S P 5  
K U R E R T t  LAWR'NCE J SG T  
L l V I Y G S T O Y t  R 9 I A N  W L L T  
L L O V D *  BARRY C 1LT 
L U C A S i  W I L L  I A Y  P sp4 
M A N S E L L *  C H A R L E S  H W01 
CEGRATH* A L A E S T  A S O 4  
M I L L I A Y S t  D A N  R c W2 
#OEv T H E L Y E R  A  C  P  T  
Y U L H E R I N i  H A R O L D  A WO1 
NEWELL,  J O H Y  P W O l  
RECTOR*  Z A Y E  K Y A J  
DEUTNER*  J A Y E S  A 1L T  
R I D D L E *  HENRY E  S P 4  
R I V E R A - M U N I  Z I E S T  EBAN S p 4  
ROGERS, PRESTON S  P  F C  
S A B R E *  R A Y D O L P H  E C P T  
S T A F F A t  W I L L I A M  J 1L  T  
T H O Y P S O Y t  HUGH C JR W 0 1  
WALKER9 G F R A L D  S 1L T  
WATKE*  F R E D E R I C  W Y A J  
WILSON,  C L Y D E  P C P T  
W I T H A M *  ROBERT W WO1 

1 7 4 T H  A V I A T I  ON COMPANY, A M E R I C A L  

BOSWELL,  GEnRGE W C P T  
BURTON*  DANNY 8 wo 1 
COONFY 9 J A Y F S  T W01 
DOFRSAY, R U S S F L L  E C W 2  
GARBOW* CHQ I S T O D H E R  1L T  
G I B S O N *  G L E Y Y  D Y A J  
H E A L E Y ,  F Q A Y C I S  T S P 4 
HRUDA, K E V N E T H  R wo1 
L I N D t  DEAY C W01 
MAGYO* M I C H A E L  0 w 01 
MC C R A S Y *  L A N Y Y  J 1L T  
MESS I N G c P v  J A M E S  N WD1 
M O Y S i  J O t E P H  C W C ) l  
MURPHY*  W I L L I A Y  R WO1 
NElJMANN* W I L L I A Y  G C P T  
SCH'-lDLFIELD* B Y R O N  C P T  
S O Y M E R V I L L F ,  GEOSGE C W 2  

CRFW C H I E F ,  CO A  
OPNS S G T *  L Z  D O T T I E *  CO B 
GUN S E C i  C f l  B 
SF[ LORI L O H  S E C *  CO B  
CREW C H I E F  1 CO A  
GUN S E C r  C O  B  
DOOR GUNNER, GO B 
GUN SEC, C n  B 
SEC L D R p  SLPCK S E C i  CO B 
P I L O T ,  CO A 
SEC CMDRI H Q  t 4Q D E T  
A S S T  D I V  A V N  O F F *  B N  HQ 
GIJN S E C *  C O  B  
DOOR GUNNER I CO A 
DOOR GUNNEQ*  CO B  
M A I N T  SEC v CO 8 
P L T  L D R *  C O  B  
L O H  SECp C O  B  
L O H  SECv C O  B  
SEC LDR, G U N  SEC, CO B  
C O Y M A N D I N G  O F F I C E R ,  CO B  
E X E C U T I V E  O F F I C E R *  CO B  
P I L O T ,  CO A 

S U B T O T A L  3 5  

D I V I S I O N  

E X E C U T I V E  O F F I C E R  
  
GUN P C T  
  
P I L O T i  2 D  P L T  
  
P I L O T *  GUN P L T  
  
P I L O T *  1 S T  OLT 
 
C O M Y A N D I N G  O F F I C E R  
  
CREW C H I E F  
  
P I L O T *  1 S T  P L T  
  
P I L O T ,  1 S T  P L T  
  
P I L O T *  GUN P L T  
  
P L T  L D R *  G U N  P L T  
  
P I L O T *  G U N  P L T  
  
P I L O T ,  GUN P L T  
  
P I L O T *  GUN P L T  
  
P L T  LDR,  2 D  P L T  
  
F L I G H T  SURGEON 
  
4 0 9 T H  M A I N T  D E T  
  

S U B T O T A L  17 

iii 
 
 



-- 

1 1 7 H  I N F A N T R Y  B R I G A D E *  AMERICAL D I V I S I O N  

ADCOCK, M I C H A E L  C SGT E N L I S T E D  A I D E  BDE CMDR NOV 67 MAY 68 10 
B A I L E Y ,  LAWRENCE L SP4 5 2  CLERK J U N  67 AUG 68 1 0  
BEERS, EDWIN D L TC EN CMDR* 1 / 2 0  DEC 67 J U L  68 1 0  
BLACKLEDGE* R I C H A R D  K LTC 5 2  J A N  68  MAY 68 1 0  
B R Y ~ N T ,  GEORGE 1 1 1  CPT SVC P L T  LDR, 4/3 DEC 67 NOV 68 1 0  
C A M E L L *  KENNETH E MSG OPNS SGT OCT 68  SEP 69 1 0  
C A R R I L L O ,  R I C H A R D  R SP4 DOOR GUNNER, AVN SEC J A N  68 DEC 68 11 
COX,  RUSSELL 0 MAJ 5 2  MAR 6 9  DEC 69 11 
CROWEp J . GODFREY LTC S3 J U L  68  SEP 68 11 

XO MAR 69 J U L  69 
DUNN* ARTHUR J 1 L T  I N F O  OFF DEC 67 DEC 68 11 
F E L I X ,  HOWARD E SP5 5 3  CLERK NOV 67 NOV 68 11 
FORD, JAMES E SP5 C L E R K *  I N F O  OFC DEC 67 DEC 68 11 
GEIGER,  THOMAS W SP5 5 2  CLERK NOV 68  NOV 69 11 
GERBERDING, ROBERT K MSG I N T E L  SGT MAR 6 8  OCT 68 11 
GOLDEN, CLARENCE H MAJ USAF FORWARD A I R  CONTROLLER DEC 67 MAY 68 11 
GORE* JOHN E J R  1 L T  XOs HQ & HQ COMPANY DEC 67 DEC 68 11 
GOUZOULES* WINSTON CPT 5 5 0  4 /3 DEC 67 J U N  68 11 
GREER, THOMAS F 1L T  LNO TO D I V I S I O N  MAR 6 8  MAY 68 11 
HAEBERLE, RONALD L SGT PHOTOGRAPHER* I N F O  OFC DEC 67 MAR 68 11 
HANKS*  JOHN G MAJ U S A F  FORWARD A I R  CONTROLLER DEC 67 MAY 68 11 
HENDERSON I JAME S H CPT TOC DUTY O F F I C E R  DEC 67 DEC 68 11 
HENDERSON, ORAN K C OL B R I G A D E  COMMANDER MAR 68  OCT 68 1 2  
HOFFMAN, RAYMOND P J R  CH MAJ B R I G A D E  C H A P L A I N  F E B  68 DEC 68 1 2  
HOLBROOK* R I C H A R D  J CPT ASST 52 DEC 67 J U N  68 1 2  
HOLCK, ROY A V MAJ S3, 4 / 3  DEC 67 APR 68 1 2  
HONDA* G I L B E R T  S J R  CU3 P I C O T *  AVN SEC DEC 67 NOV 68 1 2  
JOHNSON, D E N N I S  H LLT I N T E L  O F F I C E R *  5 2  M I D  DEC 67 J U N  68 1 3  
KES,HELp DONALD J CPT S5 DEC 67 DEC 68 1 3 ­
KIRKPATRICK, ROY D. SGM NCOIC,  BDE TOC NOV 67 APR 68 1 3  
K I S S I N G E R *  HARRY P I I I CH MAJ C H A P L A I N *  1 / 2 0  DEC 67 DEC 68 1 3  
K R I E G ,  RONALD M PFC 5 2  CLERK J U L  68  J U N  69 1 3  
L A B R I O L A ,  ALBERT C CPT CO, 5 2  M I  DET DEC 67 J U L  68 1 3  
L A C K E Y *  CARL L w01 -P I L O T *  AVN SEC DEC 67 DEC 68 1 3  
L IPSCOMB,  ANDY A BG B R I G A D E  COMMANDER MAR 67 MAR 68 1 3  
MAC LACHLAN, W I L L  I A M  I LTC USAF AF L N D  DEC 67 SEP 68 1 3  
MC ANAW* JOHN P MAJ S 3 *  4 / 3  DEC 67 NOV 68 1 3  
MC KNIGHT,  ROBERT W MAJ s3 J A N  68 AUG 68 1 3  
MELTON, CARL H MAJ s1 NOV 68 MAR 69 1 3  
MOODY* JOHN W 1 L T  I N F O  O F F I C E R  DEC 67 MAY 68 1 3  
PITTHAN, JOHN L MAJ PROVOST MARSHAL DEC 67 AUG 68 1 3  
R E I D ,  JOSEPH M 1L T  LNO T O  T F  BARKER J A N  68 APR 68 1 4  
RIDENHOUR, RONALD L SP5 DOOR GUNNER, AVN SEC J A N  6 8  NOV 68 1 4  
ROBERTS* J A Y  A SP5 SR CORRESPONDENT I N F O  OFC DEC 68  SEP 68 1 4  
RCSADO-DELGADO, P A B L O  SFC C H I E F  C L E R K *  S l  NOV 67 NOV 68 1 4  
SCHLEICHER.  R I C H A R D  G MAJ s2 MAY 68 NOV 68 1 4  
SHANNON* R I C H A R D  J CH CPT C A T H O L I C  C H A P L A I N ,  1 / 2 0  DEC 67 APR 68 1 4  
S M I T H ,  FRED MAJ BDE AVN OFF DEC 67 NOV 68 1 4  
S T A N S E L *  DONALD R S SG 10 SGT, I N F O  OFC DEC 67 J U N  68 1 4  
S T O N I C H p  JOHN S FC NCOIC I I N F O  OFC DEC 67 AUG 68 1 4  
STROP* JFROME M SP5 S 2  CLERK APR 68 MAR 69 1 4  

iv 
 
 



1l T H  I N F  BDE CONTINUED 
VEATCH, JOHN D 
WADSHORTHI JOHN L 

MAJ 
CPT 

5 2  
ASST S 5  

NOV 6 8  MAR 
DEC 6 7  MAY 

69 
6 8  

1 4  
1 4  

HALKER*  BERNARD L MSG C H I E F  CLERK*  S 1  OCT 6 8  OCT 69 1 4  
WALSH, JOSEPH W JR SGM BDE SERGEANT MAJOR DEC 67 DEC 6 8  15 
H H I T E p  JERRY A 
UYNDHAM* CHARLES K 

MAJ 
CPT 

S3 
C I V I L  A F F A I R S  O f F *  4 / 3  

. F E E  6 9  DEC 69 
OEC 6 7  J A N  69 

15 
15 

SUBTOTAL 5 7  

TASK FORCE BARKER* l l T H  INFANTRY BRIGADEI AMERICAL D I V I S I O N  

BEARDSLEE* FRANK D SP* L T  VEH D R I V E R  
B I D O I X *  BOYD J S FC F I E L D  F I R S T  SGT 
CALHOUN, CHARLES C MAJ XO & S 3  
H A L L *  C E C I L  D SFC COMMO C H I E F  
HARTMAN* HENRY L SP4 DEMO SP ATCH FR C / 2 6  EN B N  
HAWKINSI C A L V I N  L SP5 DEMO SP ATCH F R  C / 2 6  EN BN 
JOHNSON* W I L L I A M  J M SG OPNS SGT 
KOTOUC, EUGENE M CPT SZ 
LEWELLEN* C H A R L I E  R CPT ASST 5 3  TOC DO 
HARTIN,  THOMAS R SP4 DEMO SP ATCH FR C / 2 6  EN BN 
SAMS, WORLEY L SSG ENGR SQD LDR ATCH FR C / 2 6  E N  B N  
STEPHENS* C L I N T O N  D SFC 5 2  SGT 
T A I T r  HOWARD D SP4 DEMO SP ATCH FR C / 2 6  EN EN 
VbZQUEL*  DENNIS  R CPT ARTY LNO 
WARREN* LONES R SSG MP SQD LOR SR MP 
WATKINS* JOHN M J R  CPT S I G N A L  O F F I C E R  

SUBTOTAL 1 6  

COMPANY A*  3 D  B A T T A L I O N v  1ST INFANTRY 
l l T H  INFANTRY B R I G A D E *  AMERICAL D I V I S I O N  

BENGE* CLARENCE M SG T SECURITY SQD LDR, CMD GP 
BRACY* DONALD E 1ST F I R S T  SERGEANT 
C A R I S *  PAT B SSG P L T  SGT 3 D  P L T  
CHAPPEL*  HERBERT L SGT SQD L O R *  3 0  P L T  
COKER, DONALD S 2 L T  P L T  LOR* 2 0  PLT 
E IKENBERRY 9 ROGER PFC RIFLEMAN/TUNNEL R A T *  30 P L T  
E L L I O T *  VERNON R S SG P L T  SGTr  1 S T  P L T  
LUNDEEN* RANDALL R I L T  P L T  L D R *  WPNS P L T  
MARCK, ERNEST PFC RTO COMPANY NET  
RAVENCRAFT* KENNER SFC P L T  SGT* WPNS P L T  
RIGGSI W I L L I A M  C 
TRINKLEY P A T R I C K  

cpr 
CPT 

COMMAND1 NG OFF ICER 
CO P R I O R  TO 16 MAR 68  

HATANABE* MASASHI  SFC P L T  SGT*  2 D  P L T  
WHITE, GEORGE C 1 L T  P L T  LDR, 30 P L T  
W I L L I A M S *  BOBBY G SP4 TEAM LOR, 3 0  P L T  
ZAMORA* FLORENTINO SGT SOD LDRI 3 0  P L T  

# 

SUBTOTAL 16 



COMPANY B, 4 T H  BATTALION* 3 0  INFANTRY 
1 l T H  ,INFANTRY BRIGADE, AMER I C A L  D T V I  SION 

COMMAND GROUP 
BOATMAN* KENNETH W 
BOGEAR, GERALO A 
CONGLETON, LAWRENCE 
OAHNER* WILHELM 
HIDDEI GARY L 
MARSHALL* BARRY P 
HUNDY* JOHN E 
SUEENEY* JAMES L 

. U ILK €NS*  FREDDIE J 

1ST PLATOON 
BRETENSTEIN* PETER 
CAQDINES, HENRY D 
FERNANDEZ* MARIO D 
HALL*  HOMER C 
HOLMES* LARRY G 
HOOTON* DONALD R 
JENKINS* JIMMY L 
JONES, MARVIN B 
LINKOUS* RODNEY V 
L I A S t  RAY L 
LONG* SAMUEL E JR 
MAD1 TON1 JOE 
MiCHENER* MORRIS G 
PLACEK, JAMES E 
RUSHIN* EARL 
SILYPI  RICHARD F 
TAYLOR, LARRY H 
WARNER* JERRY 
WlLL  INGHAMt THOMAS K 

2 0  PLATOON 
CABALLERO* ROBERT 
EBINGERt JOHN C JR 
L I T T L E *  KING D 
HC KENNEY* W I L L I E  J 
MERCER, LEON R 
MORENO* ARTURO M 
SHIFLEY*  JOHNNY J 

3 0  PLATOON 
ASKEH, HALTER A 
RRAD.OOCK* JAMES A 
BROOKS* TOMMY L 
CARTER* DAVID S 
DUFF* EDWARD E 
ESTERLING* RONALD J 
F IELDS. ALFRED 
GUTHRIE* J I M M I E  W 
HARLOW* RICHARD A 

1L T  
S SG 
SGT 
1SG 
S P 4  
S P 4  
2 L T  
SPS 
S p 4  

S P 4  
SGT 
S P 4  
S P 4  
PFC 
S P 4  
P FC 
s P 4  
SP4  
SSG 
SP4 
SP4 
P v 2  
P FC 
SSG 
SP4 
S GT 
PFC 
1L T  

S P 4  
P FC 
SGT 
PFC 
SP4 
PFC 
P FC 

S P 4  
SGT 
PFC 
2 L T  
S P 4  
PFC 
P FC 
S P 4  
SGT 

FORHARD OBSERVER 
SUPPLY SGT NOT ON 
RTO BATTALION NET 
F I R S T  SERGEANT 
RTO COMPANY NET 
SECURITY SQD LOR 
EXECUTIVE OFFICER 
MEDIC 
RTO BATTALION NET 

FORWARD OBSERVER 
SQD LDR* 'WPNS SQD 
R TO 
RIFLEMAN* 1ST SQD 
RYFLEMWNr 20 SQB 
TEAM LORI 3 0  SQD 
R TO 
RIFLEMAN* 1ST SQD 
SQD LORI 2 0  SQD 
SQD LDRt  1 S T  SQD 
GRENADIER* 3 0  SQD 
MG* 2 0  SQO 
RIFLEMAN* 1ST SQD 
RIFLEMAN* ZD SQD 
P L T  SGT 
MEDIC 
RIFLEMAN* 3 0  SOD 
ASST MG1 2 D  SQD 
PLT LOR 

FORWARD OBSERVER 
RIFLEMAN, 1ST SQD 
SQD LDR* 2D SQD 
MGt 2D SQD 
RTO 
RIFLEMAN* 2 0  SOD 
RIFLEMAN* 1ST SQD 

RIFLEMAN* 3D SQD 
SQD LDRt 3 D  SQD 

OPERATION 

. '18 
18 
18 
19 
19 
19 
19 
19 
19 
19 

NOT ON OPERATION 	 	 1 9  
2 0 
2 0 
20 
20 
20 
2 0 
20 
20 

20 
 
 
NOT ON OPERATION 	 	 20 

20 
21 
23. 
21 
21 

ASST SQD LORI 2 0  SQD 
PLT LDR NOT ON OPERATION 
FORWARD OBSERVER 
MG* 3D SQD 
RIFLEMAN* 1ST SQD 
EDD SPECIAL IST  
SOD LOR* 20 SOD 



3 D  PLT, B / 4 / 3  CONTINUED 
  
  
HATCH* LARRY L 
HOLMES, ROBERT D 
MAHRv M ICHAEL  B 
MC CLOUDt F R A N K L I N  
NAVARRE* GEORGE G 
PARKER* HARRY E ' 

WHITTAKER* B R I C E  E 

WEAPONS PLATOON 
 
 
ANDERSON* ANTHONY 
HOUGHTON* D A N I E L  R 
HUFFMAN* C E C I L  W 
K I N G S B Y *  D A V I D  L 
M I L L E R ,  STEPHEN M 
MYERS, LUTHER C 
VANN, EDWARD 0 

SP4 
PFC 
SP4 
SSG 
SP4 
PFC 
SP 4  

SGT 
PFC 
SP4 
SP4 
PFC 
SP4 
SSG 

RTO 
 
 
R IFLEMAN,  LST  SQD 
 
 
MG, 1 S T  SQD 
 
 
P L T  SGT 
 
 
R IFLEMAN,  3 0  SQD 
 
 
GRENADIER, 2 0  SQD 
 
 
SQD LDRv L S T  P L T  
  
  

SQD LORI 2 0  SQD 
 
 
1ST  SQD 
 
 
SQD LDRI 1 S T  SQD 
 
 
L S T  SQD 
 
 
RTO 
  
  
AMMO BEARER, 3 D  SQD 
 
 
A C T I N G  UPNS P L T  LDR 
  
  

SUBTOTAL 58 

COMPANY C *  L S T  B A T T A L I O N *  2 0 T H  INFANTRY 
1 l T H  INFANTRY BRIGADE,  AMERlCAL D I V I S I O N  

COMMAND GROUP 
ALAUX, ROGER L J R  
HOBSCHEID t  HARRY F 
KERN, W I L L I A M  H 
MARTIN, L O U I S  B 
MEDINA*  ERNEST L 
HURRAY ROGER 0 
P A U L *  JOHN H 
WIDMER, FREDERICK J 

1 S T  PLATOON 
BACON* L G 
B ERGTHOL D*  JAMES R 
BOYCE, ALLEN J 
CALLEY,  W I L L I A M  L J R  
CARTERS HERBERT L 
C O N T I *  D E N N I S  1 
COWAN, 1 S A I A H  
D O I N E S *  RENNARD 
D U R S I t  JAMES J 
HAYUOOOt ELMER G 
K O N H I N S K I  9 JOSEPH N 
KYEI S IDNEY 
L E E *  ROBERT J 
MAPLES* ROBERT E 
MEADLO* PAUL D 
M I T C H E L L *  D A V I D  
OLSEN* GREGORY T 
SLEDGE, CHARLES 
STANLEY I HARRY 

2 L T  
1SG 
CPL 
PFC 
CPT 
SP4 
SP4 
SP4  

SSG 
PFC 
SP4 
2LT  
PFC 
PFC 
SFC 
PFC 
PFC 
PFC 
SP4 
PFC 
SP4  
SP4 
PFC 
SSG 
SP4 
SP4  
PVZ 

FORHARD OBSERVER ARTY 2 3 
1 S T  SGT NOT ON OPEP4T ION 2 3  
RECON NCO ARTY 23 
RTO ARTY 2 3  
COMMANDING O F F I C E R  2 3 
RTO B A T T A L I O N  NET 2 3 
RTO COMPANY NET 24 
ASST RTO COMPANY NET 24  

SQD LDR, ZD SQD 24 
ASST MG* 2D SQD 24 
R I F L E M A N *  1 S T  SQD 24 
P L T  LOR 2 4 
TUNNEL R A T *  1 S T  SQD 24 
GRENADIER & M I N E  SWEEPER 24 
P L T  SGT 24 
R I F L E M A N *  2 D  SQD 24 
RIFLEMAN,  LST SQD 24  

.RIFLEMAN, 1ST  SOD 24  
R I F L F M A N *  1 S T  SQD NOT ON OPERATION 2 4 
R I F L E M A N *  3 0  
MEDlC 
HG, 2 D  SQD 
RIFLEMAN,  LST 
SQD LORI 1ST  
MGq 1 S T  SQD 
RTO 
GRENADIER, 20 

v i f  

SQD 	 25 
25 
25 

SQD 25 
SQD 25 

25 
25 

5 4 0  25 



C / 1 / 2 0  C O N T I N U E 0  
20 LATOON 
BERRHARDT. M I C H A E L  A PFC 
B U C h A N O N *  J A Y  A SFC 
B U N N I N G *  D E N N I S  M P  FC 
F I E L D S *  D E A N  J R  PFC 
G A R L A *  GEORGE A S P 4  
G O N Z A L E Z *  LEONARD R PFC 
HODGES*  KENNETH L SP5 
H U T S O N *  MAX I3 sP 4  
H U T T O *  CHARLES E  S P 4  
L A  C R O I X *  LAWRENCE C S P 4  
L A  M A R T I N A T  SALVADOR S P 4  
MOSS*  TOMMY L PFC 
PAR'TsCHI THOMAS R S P 4  

30 PLATOON 
D O H E R T Y *  M I L L I A M  F PFC 
D U S T l N e  F R E D  W SP4 
FLORES,  A B E L  J R  SP5 
G L T M P S E *  STEPHEN R S P 4  
G R I M E S *  J O E  J R  S P 4  
L A C R O S S T  J E F F R E Y  U 2 L T  
L O q E Z *  MANUEL S SG 
PENDLETON, R I C H A R D  W PFC 
POLSTON9 L A R R Y  G S P 4  
R A Y N O R *  J A M E S  H S  FC 
R O Q R I G U E Z  9 D I E G O  PFC 
S C H I E L *  KENNETH SGT ' 

S H A I L *  J O H N  H SGT 
S M I T H t  G E R A L D  A  PFC 
T R E V I N O ?  FERNANDO SP4 
T R E V I N O ,  ROY F PFC 
T SOUVAS* ROBERT W PFC 
W E S T *  C H A R L E S  A  sP 4  
W I L L I A M S *  F R A N K L I N  D PFC 
U R I G H T ,  F L O Y D  D S P 4  

WEAPONS PLATOON 
ARCOREN, D A L E  M PFC 
CORNWELL*  S M I T H  W PFC 
F A G A N *  M A R T I N  F SP 5  
F L Y N N *  J A M E S  H PFC 
H E I N *  D A V I D  B SGT 
J O L L Y *  J O E  T SGT 
K I N C H *  THOMAS J S P 4  
MARONEY r L E O  M SFC 
O L I P H E N T *  JOHN L PFC 
R O B E R T S *  RANDEL W S P 4  
H A T E R S T R E E T *  L A R R Y  E PFC 
WATSON* W I L L I A M  E SGT 

R I F L E M A N *  20 SQD 
P L T  SGT 
R I F L E M A N *  1 S T  SQD 
R T O  
M E D I C  
G R E N A D I E R *  1 S T  SOD 
SQD LDR, 1 S T  SQD 
A S S T  MGI 30 SQD 
MGt  3 0  SOD 
SQD LOR, 3 0  SQD 
A S S T  SQD L D R *  30 SQD 
R I F L E M A N *  3 0  SQD 
G R E N A D I E R *  2 0  SQD 

P O I  NTMAN, R I F L E M A N  
R I F L E M A N *  3 D  SQD 
M E D I C  
R TO 
SQD L D R *  3 D  SQD 
P L T  L O R  
P L T  SGT 
R I F L E M A N 9  30 SQD 
R I F L E M A N 9  2 0  SQD 
P L T  SGT NOT ON O P E R A T I O N  
R I F L E M A N p  2 D  SQD 
SQD L D R t  2 D  SQD 
SQD L O R *  1 S T  SQD 
R I F L E M A N *  2 D  SQD 
R I F L E M A N *  2 0  SQD 
R I F L E M A N ,  2 D  SQD 
MG, 3 0  SQD 
A S S T  SQD L D R t  3 D  SQD 
R I F L E M A N *  2 D  SQD 
A S S T  MGv 3 D  SQD 

B A S E  P L A T E  C A R R I E R  
BACK U P  COMPUTER 
COMPUTER 
FORWARD OBSERVER 
GUNNER 
FORWARD OBSERVER 
ASST GUNNER 
P L T  SGT 
AMMO BEARER 
R A D I O  R E L A Y  OPR 
ASST GUNNER 
SQD L D R  

S U B T O T A L  7 2  

viii 
 




ACVISORY ELEMENT 

C H I E F ,  CORDS, NORTHERN PROVINCES 
  

KOREN, HENRY 1 Y FSO C t  CORDS* NORTHERN PROV J A N  67 MAR 68  29== 
 


PROVINCE ADVISORS - QUANG NGAI  PROVINCE 
ANGLE, GATES C SFC A D H I N  NCO F E B  68 F E B  6 9  2 3  
BURKE* ROBERT T FSO SENIOR ADVISOR JUN 68 J U N  69  2 3  
CONNELLYI JOHN DR P U B L I C  HEALTH ADV DEC 67 AUG 69 2 3  
COULTER JAMES SGT MEDIC, TEAM 1 7  MAY 67 MAR 68  2 3  
D I L L E R Y  I E OW ARD C FSO SENIOR ADVISOR JUN 69 DEC 6 9  2 9  
FORD* W I L L I A M  MAJ OPN OFF, R F / P F  MAR 68 APR 6 9  2 9  
GAYAN* W I L L I A M  H CPT ADV RECON UNLT NOV 68 SEP 6 9  2 9  
GREEN, JOHN LTC ASST ADV ADMIN OCT 6 7  SEP 68  2 9  
GRUBAUGH* W I L L I A M  R L T C  USMC SR ADV REV DEVMT NOV 67 MAY 68 2 9  
GUINNI W I L L I A M  D L TC DEP SR ADVISOR J U N . 6 7  JUN 6 8  2 9  
HACKING, D A V I D  MAJ ADVISOR TO R F / P F  J A N  68 DEC 68 2 9  
KEATING,  DONALD R MAJ ASST SR ADV REV DEVMT AUG 67 MAR 6 9  2 9  
LANE, RANDOLPH C CPT I N T E L  ADVISER J U N  67 J U N  68 2 9  
HAY, JAMES A FSO SENIOR ADVISOR JUN 65 JUN 68  2 3  
PREW* MAURICE N FSO REV DEVMT/CEN GRIEVENCE JUN 67 DEC 68  2 9 .  
RAMSDELL* ROBERT FSO REV DEVMT/CADRE/PLAN F E B  68 JAN 6 9  2 9  
RESSEGUI  E, ROBERT FSO DEP REV DEVMT ADV J A N  67 SEP 67 30 

DEC 67 J A N  68 
D I S T R I C T  ADVISORS - SON T I N H  D I S T R I C T  
CRADDOCK, GEORGE L SFC E N L I S T E D  ADVISOR J U L  67 JUN 68  30 
CAWXINS, CLARENCE J CP: I N T E L  ACViSCR KDV 67 NOV 68 30 
GAVINp  D A V I D  C MAJ , SENIOR ADVISOR J U L  67 J A N  69  30 

' S I T T I G ,  W I L L I A M  FSO ASST SR ADV REV DEVMT 30 
RODRIGUEZ, ANGEL M CPT ASST ADVISOR NOV 67 OCT 68  30 

D I S T R I C T  ADVISORS - B I N H  SON D I S T R I C T  
YILLOUGHBY,  N E I L L  J MAJ SENIOR ADVISOR NOV 67 J U N  68 

ACVISORS TO 2 0  ARVN D I V I S I O N  
  

CROPWELL, STEWART D LTC DEPUTY SR ADVISOR NOV 67 MAY 6 8  
  

EARFE, THOMAS B J R  MAJ G2 ADVISOR OCT 67 J U L  68  
  

GLAFF, W I L L I A M  0 MAJ G5 ADVISOR J U N  67 J U L  68  
  

HANCOCK, J AMES H MAJ G3 ADVISOR J U L  67 JUL 6 8  
  

HUTTER, DEAN E C M  SENIOR ADVISOR MAR 68 APR 69  
  

S P E L T Z *  KARL  W CPT PSYOPS WAR ADV SEP 68 AUG 69  
  

ULSAKER, CARL C COL SENIOR ADVISOR MAY 6 7  MAR 68 
  


SUBTOTAL 31 

W ISCELLANEOUS 

RIGSDALE,  ROBERT W SGT COMPANY C *  37 S I G  B N  MAR 6 8  JUN 68 30 

SUBTOTAL 1 

ix 
 


I 



VIETNAMESE WITNESSES INTERVIEWED I N  THE REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM 

NAME SEX OCCUPATION 
RESIDENCE 

VIETNAMESE C I V I L I A N S  
SON MY VILLAGE* SON T I N H  D I S T R I C T *  QUANG NGAI PROVINCE, RVN 

AH, NGUYEN H FISHERMAN / POPULAR FORCE SOLDIER 
XUAN DUONG SUBHAMLETt C 0  LUY HAMLET 

BA, DO M FARMER 
THUAN YEN MY LA1 4 SUBHAMLETr TU CUNG HAMLET 

BAT, NGUYEN M FARMER 
THUAN YEN MY LA1 4 SUBHAMLET, TU CUNG HAMLET 

CHUC, DO M FARMER 
THUAN YEN MY LA1 4 SUBHAMLET, TU CUNG HAMLET 

OAT, PHAM H FARMER 
TU CUNG HAMLET 

H IEU, NGUYEN M FARMER 
THUAN YEN MY LA1 4 SUBHAMLETo TU CUNG HAMLET 

L A 1 9  PHAM M FARMER 
THUAN YEN MY LA1 4 SUBHAMLET, TU CUNG HAMLET 

MEO, NGUYEN THI  F FARMER 
THUAN YEN MY L A 1  4 SUBHAMLET* TU CUNG HAMLET 

NHUNG* NGUYEN T H I  F FARMER 
THUAN YEN MY LA1 4 SUBHAMLET* TU CUNG HAMLET 

QUYEN, HO M FISHERMAN / POPULAR FORCE SOLDIER 
XUAN DUONG SUBHAMLETr C0 LUY HAMLET 

THUA, PHAM M STUDENT 
B I N H  TAY SUBHAMLET, TU CUNG HAMLET 

l I N H *  TROUNG M FISHERMAN / POPULAR FORCE SOLDIER 
XUAN DUONG SUBHAMLETI CO LUY HAMLET 

TONG, LE M FARMER 
THUAN YEN MY LA1  4 SUBHAMLETr TU CUNG HAMLET 

TUONG, NGUYEN KHAE M FARMER 
THUAN YEN MY LA1  4 SUBHAMLET* TU CUNG HAMLET 

V I E N *  DO M FARMER 
THUAN YEN MY LA1 4 SUBHAMLET* TU CUNG HAMLET 

VIETNAMESE M I L 1  TARY OR GOVERNMENT O F F I C I A L S  

H A I t  NGO TAN M HAMLET CHtEFr  CO LUY HAMLET 31 
QUANG NGAI C I T Y  

H !EN* DO THANH M SSGi ARVN INTERPRETER 3 1  
LST M I  TEAM1 635 M I D *  l l T H  BDE, AMERICAL D I V  

KHIEN, TON THAT M PROVINCE CHIEF, QUANG NGAI PROVINCE 31 
UNKNOWN 



VN M I L / ~ O V  T  C O W  INUED 
LAY, HOAPIG XUAN M L T G *  ARVNI COMMAYDING GEYERAL* I CORPS 

UNKV0WN 
LANH* NGUYEY NGOC M S P E C I A L  BRANCHI N A T I O N A L  P O L I C E *  S O N T I N H U Y I T  

UNKNrJWN 
L W E N .  DO D I Y H  V I L L A G E  C H I E F *  SCIN MY V I L L A G E  

QUANG PlGAI C I T Y  
SGT* ARVN INTERPRETER FOR 19STH L I B  

CO C *  2 B Y *  1 S T  I N F ,  1 3 6  L I B ,  AMERICAL D I V  
NHON, DO TAN HAMLET C H I E F *  T U  CUNG HAPLET 

SON T I N H  D I S T R I C T  
PHOI PHAY VAN L T C *  ARVNI G2, 2D ARVN D I V I S I O N  

6 3 / 9  TRAN VAN THACHt  TAN D I N H ,  SA IGON 
PHUv NGUYEN O I N H  SGT. ARVN INTERPRETER FOR l l T H  BRIGADE 

4 / 3 9  IITH B ~ I G A D E *  AMERICAL DIV 
SDNI NGO ASST HAMLET C H I E F *  CO L U Y  HAMLET 

QUANC N G A I  C I T Y  
TAM* NGUYEN NGOC POLICEMAN* SON T I N H  D l  S T R I C T  

UNKNOWN 
TAN* TRAN NGOC CPTI ARVV D I S T R I C T  C H I E F *  SON T I N H  D I S T R I C T  

SECTOR HQt  QUANG N G A I  C I T Y  
TE* NGUYEN DUG CENSUS GRIEVENCE C H I E F *  QUANG N G A I  PROVINCE 

QUAYG NGAI  PROVINCE 
TOAN* NGUYEN VAN COMYANDER OF 2D ARVN D I V I S I O N  

UNKNOWN 
TROMG* L E  P O L I C E ~ A N I  SON T I N H  NAT IONAL  POL I C E  S T A T I O N  

UNKNOWN 
VIEN, TA L T N H  ASST CENSUS GRIEVENCE C H I E F ,  QUANG NGAI  PROV 

QUANG N G A I  PROVINCE 

SUBTOTAL 3 2  

GRAND TOTAL 40 1 



- - 

ALPHABETICAL 
BLANK P E R I O D  COLUMN I N D I C A T E S  I N D I V I D U A L  WAS ON O P E R A T I O N  16 MARCH 1968 
 
 

U N L E S S  OTHERWISE I N D I C A T E D  UNDER P O S I T  I O N  COLUMN 
 
  

NAME -GRADE P O S I T I O N  P E R I O D  ~ 6 0 ~  

ADCOCK* M I C H A E L  C SGT E N L I S T E D  A I D E  B D E  CMDR NOV 67 MAY 68 1 0  
  
  
A C K I N S ,  A L V I N  E L T C  AC OF SI G2 MAY 68 NDV 68 1 
 
 

B N  CMDR, 4 / 3  D E C  67 MAY 68 
ALAUXI ROGER L JR 2 L T  FORWARD OBSERVER ARTY 23 
ANDERSON, ANTHONY SGT SQD LOR, 2 D  SQD 2 2  
ANGLE, G A T E S  C S F  C A D M I N  NCO FEB 68 F E B  69 2 9  
A N I S T R A N S K I  I C H A R L E S  L T C  AC OF S, G 5  NOV 67 J U L  68 1 
ARCOREN, D A L E  M PFC B A S E  P L A T E  C A R R I E R  ) 2 8 
ARMOUR, R I C H A R D  J MAJ H I S T O R I A N  APR 68 NOV 68 1 
ASKEd,  WALTER A S P 4  R I F L E M A N ,  3 0  SQD 2 1  
AUGERSON, W I L L I A M  S LTC D I  V I  SON SURGEON D E C  67 J U L  68 1 
BACON, L G SSG , SQD LOR, 2 0  SQD 2 4 
B A I L E Y ,  LAWRENCE L S P 4  S 2  C L E R K  J U N  67 AUG 68 1 0  
BAKER, SCOTT A W01 GUN S E C *  CO B 5 
BALMER, JESMOND D J R  L T C  AC OF S, G 3  DEC 67 APR 68 1 
B A X L E Y *  W I L L I A M  J L T C  AC OF SI G 3  A P R  68 S E P  68 1 
BEARDSLEE,  FRANK D S P 4  L T  V E H  D R I V E R  15 
BEASLEY,  J O H N  D III MAJ ASST TO C H I E F  O F  S r A F F  F E B  68 MAY 68 1 
BEERS, E D W I N  D L T C  B N  CMDR, 1/20 DEC 67 J U L  68 1 0  
BENGE, CLARENCE M SGT S E C U R I T Y  SQD LDR,  CMD GP 1 7  
BENN, C L A R K  H L T C  A S S T  6 3  J A N  68 S E P  68 1 
BERGTHOLD, JAMES R PFC A S S T  MG, 20 SQD 2 4 
B ERNHARUT, M I C H A E L  A PFC R I F L E M A N ,  2 D  SQD 2 5 
B I D D I X ,  BOYD J SFC F I E L D  F I R S T  S G T  15 
B L A C K L E D G E  I R I C H A R D  K LTC SZ J A N  68 MAY 68 1 0  
BOATMAN, K E N N E T H  W 1L T  FORHARD OBSERVER 17  
BOGEAR*  G E R A L D  A S SG S U P P L Y  S G T  NOT ON O P E R A T I O N  17  
BOSWELL*  GEORGE W CPT E X E C U T I V E  O F F I C E R  8 
B O Y C E t  A L L E N  J S P 4  R I F L E M A N ,  1 S T  SQD 2 4 
BRACY,  DONALD E 1 S T  F I R S T  SERGEANT 17 
BRADDOCK, JAMES A SGT SQD LORI 3 D  SQD 2 1  
B R E T E N S T E I N ,  PETER S P 4  FORWARD OBSERVER 1 8  
BROOKS, TOMMY L PFC A S S T  SQD LDR, 2 0  SQD 2 1  
B R Y A N T *  GEORGE I 1 1  CPT SVC P L T  LDR, 4 / 3  D E C  67 NOV 68 1 0  
BUCHANON, J A Y  A SFC P L T  SGT 2 5  
B U N N I N G ,  D E N N I S  M P FC R I F L E M A N *  1 S T  SQD 26 
BURKE, ROBERT T FSO S E N I O R  A D V I S O R  J U N  68 J U N  69 2 9  
BURTON, DANNY B W01 GUN P L T  8 
C A B A L L E R O *  ROBERT S P 4  FORWARD OBSERVER 2 0  
CALHOUN, CHARLES C MAJ XD E 5 3  1 5  
C A L L E Y ,  W I L L I A M  L J R  Z L T  P L T  L D R  2 4 
CAMELL,  KENNETH E MSG OPNS SGT O C T  68 S E P  69 1 0  
C A R D I N E S 9  HENRY D SGT SQD LDR,  UPNS SQD 1 8  
C A R I S *  P A T  B SSG P L T  SGT 3 0  P L T  17 
C A R R I L L O ,  R I C H A R D  R SP4 DOOR GUNNER* A V N  SEC J A N  68 DEC 68 11 
CARTER, D A V I D  S 2 L  T P L T  L D R  NOT ON O P E R A T I O N  2 1  
CARTER, HERBERT L PFC TUNNEL R A T ,  1 S T  SQD 2 4 
C H A P P E L ,  HERBERT L SG T SQD L D R ,  3 0  P L T  17 
CLARKE,  F R A N K  P L T C  AC OF SI 64 F E B  68 AUG 68 1 
COKER, D O N A L D  S 2LT P L T  LDR,  20 P L T  17 
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COLBURN* LAWRENCE M 
COMEAU, ROBERT F 

.CONGLETON, LAWRENCE 
 
CONNELLY JOHN 
 
CONTI.  D E N N I S  I 
 
COONEY I JAMES T 
 
CORNWELL* SMITH  W 
 

'COULTER, JAMES 
COWAN, I S A I A H  
COX* RUSSELL D 
CRADDOCKg GEORGE L 
CRESWELL, CARL E 
CROMWELL, STEWART D 
CROWtr  J. GODFREY 

CULVERHOUSE, JERRY R 
CUSHMAN* ROBERT E 
CZARNECKI  9 D A V I D  J 
DAHNER* W I LHELM 
DAWKINS*  CLARENCE J 
DEWINE, DENNIS  M 
D I C K E N S *  JAMES A 
D I L L E R Y *  EDWARD C 
D I O N N E *  PATRICK H 
DOERSAM, RUSSELL E 
DOHERTY* W I L L I A M  F 
D O I N E S *  RENNARD 
DOVE* BOBBY L 
DUFF, EDWARD E 
DUKES*  CLARENCE 
DUNN, ARTHUR J 
OURS19 JAMES J 
D U S T I N v  FRED W 
EARLE, THOMAS B J R  
E B I N G E R *  JOHN C J R  
E IKENBERRY ROGER 
E L L I O T ,  VERNON R 
E S T E R L I N G *  RONALD J 
EZELL,  VERNON P 
FAGAN* MARTIN  F 
F E L I X *  HOWARD E 
FERNANDEZ*  MARIO D 
F I E L D S *  ALFRED 
F I E L D S *  DEAN JR  
FLORES, ABEL JR 
F L Y N N *  JAMES H 
FORD* JAMES E 
FORD* W I L L  I A M  
GALLOWAY, JAMES V 
GAMBLE* STEVEN J 
GARBOW, CHRISTOPHER 
GARLA, GEORGE A 
GAVAN, W I L L I A M  H 
G A V I N *  D A V I D  C 

SP4  
MAJ 
SGT 
DR. 
PFC 
H 01 
PFC 
SGT 
SFC 
MAJ 
SFC 
CH CPT 
LTC 
LTC 

NO1 
LTG USMC 
SP4 
1SG 
C PT 
WO1 
1LT  
F SO 
LTC 
CHZ 
PFC 
PFC 
CPT 
SP4  
1LT  
1 L T  
PFC 
SP4 
MAJ 
PFC 
PFC 
S SG 
PFC 
WOl 
SP5 
SP 5 
SP4 
PFC 
PFC 
SP5 
P FC 
SP5 
MAJ 
C OL 
C PT 
1L T  
SP4 
CPT 
MAJ 

DOOR GUNNER* CO B 5 
 
ASST SJA DEC 67 J U L  68 1 
 
RTO B A T T A L I O N  NET 1 8  
  
P U B L I C  HEALTH ADV DEC 67 AUG 6 9  2 9  
  
GRENADIER t MINE SWEEPER 2 4 
 
P I L O T ,  2 0  PLT  8 
 
BACK UP COMPUTER 2 8 
 
MEDIC*  TEAM 1 7  HAY 67 MAR 68 2 9  
  
P L T  SGT 2 4 
 
SZ MAR. 6 9  DEC 69 11 
 
E N L I S T E D  ADVI  SOR J U L  67 JUN 6 8  3 0  
  
CHAPLA IN ,  D I V  ARTY J A N  68  SEP 68 1 
 
DEPUTY SR ADVISOR NOV 67 MAY 68  3 0  
  
5 3  J U L  6 8  SEP 68 11 
 
XO MAR 6 9  J U L  69 
  
GUN SEC* CO B 6 
 
COMMAND1 NG GENERAL J A N  68 AUG 6 8  1 
 
DDOR GUNNER* CO A 6 
 
F I R S T  SERGEANT 1 8  
  
I N T E L  ADVISOR NOV 67 NOV 68  3 0  
  
P I L O T ,  HQ & HQ DET 6 
 
A I D E  CG MAR 6 8  AUG 68 2 
 
SEN I D R  ADVISOR J U N  69 DEC 69  2 9  
  
P U B L I C  I N F O  OFF ICER APR 6 1  APR 68 2 
 
PILOT I  GUN P L T  8 
 
POINTMAN* R IFLEMAN 2 7 
 
RIFLEMAN,  2 0  SQD 24 
 
S1 6 
 
FORWARD OBSERVER 2 1  
  
ORDER OF BATTLE  OFF I G 2  NOV 67 J U N  68 2 
 
I N F O  OFF DEC 67 DEC 68 11 
 
R I F L E M A N *  1ST SQD 24 
 
RIFLEMAN,  3 D  SQD 2 7 
 
GZ ADVISOR OCT 67 J U L  68 3 0  
  
R I F L E M A N *  1ST SQD NOT ON OPERATION 2 0 
 
R IFLEMAN/TUNNEL R A T *  3 D  P L T  1 7  
  
P L T  SGT, 1ST  P L T  1 7  
  
MG, 30  SQD 2 1  
  
GUN SECI CO B 6 
 
COMPUTER 2 8 
 
5 3  CLERK NOV 67 NOV 68 11 
 
R TO 18 
 
RIFLEMAN,  1 S T  SPD 2 1 
 
RTO 2 6  
  
MEDIC 2 7 
 
FORWARD OBSERVER 2 8 
 
CLERK*  I N F D  OFC DEC 67 DEC 68 11 
 
OPN OFF, R F / P F  MAR 68 APR 6 9  2 9  
  
ASST D I V I S I O N  COMMANDER MAR 68  DEC 68 2 
 
CO* BTRY D, 6 / 1 1  ARTY F E B  6 8  OCT 68 2 
 
P I L O T *  1 S T  P L T  9 
 
MEDIC 26 
 
ADV RECDN U N I T  NOV 68 SEP 6 9  2 9  
  
SENIOR ADVISOR J U L  67 J A N  69 3 0  
  



G E I G E R ,  THOMAS W S P 5  5 2  C L E R K  NOV 68  NOV 69 11 
G E L L I N G ,  L O U I S  C OL CO, 196 L T  I N F  BDE DEC 67 J U N  68 2 
GERBERDING,  ROBERT K MSG I N T E L  SGT MAR 6 8  OCT 68 11 
GETTYS, C H A R L E S  M MG COMMAND1 NG GENERAL J U N  68  MAY 69 2 
G I B S O N ,  G L E N N  I3 MAJ  COMMANDING O F F I C E R  9 
GLAFFI  W I L L I A M  0 H A J  G 5  A D V I S O R  J U N  67 J U L  6 8  30 
G L I M P S E *  S T E P H E N  R S P 4  R TO 2 7 
GOLDEN, C L A R E N C E  H MAJ U S A F  FORWARD A I R  CONTROLLER DEC 67 MAY 68 11 

. GONZALEZ, LEONARD R PFC GRENADIER,  1 S T  SQD 2 6 
GORE9 JOHN E JR 1 L T  XO, H Q  & HQ COMPANY DEC 67 DEC 68 11 
GOUZOULESI W I N S T O N  CPT S 5 9  413 DEC 67 J U N  68 11 
GRANGER, C L I N T O N  E J R  L T C  A t  OF S, 6 3  J U L  67 DEC 67 2 
GRAY, HAROLD J R  H 01 GUN SEC, 6 0  B 6 
GREEN, J O H N  LTC A S S T  ADV A D M I N  OCT 67 S E P  68 2 9  
GREER, THOMAS F 1L T  L N O  T O  D I V I S I O N  MAR 6 8  H A Y  68 11 
GRIMES,  J O E  J R  S P 4  SQD L D R e  3 0  SQD 2 7 
GRUBAUGH, W I L L I A M  R L T C  USMC SR ADV R E V  DEVMT NOV 67 MAY 6 8  2 9  
G U A L T I E R ,  J O S E P H  M W01 L O H  SEC, CO B 6 
G U l N N ,  W I L L I A M  D L T C  DEP SR A D V I S O R  J U N  67 J U N  6 8  2 9  
G U T H R I E ,  J I M M I E  W S P 4  EOD S P E C I A L I S T  21 
H A C K I N G 9  D A V I D  MAJ A D V I S O R  TO R F / P F  J A N  68 DEC 68  2 9  
HAEBERLE,  RONALD L SGT PHOTOGRAPHER, I N F O  OFC DEC 6 7  MAR 68 11 
H A L L ,  C E C I L  D SFC COMMO C H I E F  15  
H A L L ,  HOMER C S P 4  R I F L E M A N ,  1S.T SQD 1 9  
HALLMAN, RODNEY G MAJ ASST TO C H I E F  OF S T A F F  AUG 68  JUN 69 2 
HANCEo W I L M E R  J 1LT A I D E  ADC MAR 6 8  NOV 68 2 
HANCOCK, J AMES H M A J  G 3  A D V I S O R  J U L  67 J U L  6 8  30 
HANKS, J O H N  G MAJ U S A F  FORWARD A I R  CONTROLLER DEC 67 MAY 68 11 
HARLOW, R I C H A R D  A SGT SQD LDRI 2 0  SQD 22 
HARRINGTON,  WAYNE C MAJ HQ CMDT J U L  6 8  F E B  6 9  2 
HARTMAN, HENRY L S P 4  DEMO S P  ATCH FR C / 2 6  E N  B N  15 
HATCH, L A R R Y  L SP4 R T O  22 
HAWKINS,  C A L V I N  L SP5 DEMO SP ATCH F R  C / 2 6  E N  BN 15 
HAYWOOD* ELMER G PFC R I F L E M A N ,  1 S T  SQD 24 
H E A L E Y ,  F R A N C I S  T S P 4  CREW C H I E F  9 
H E I N ,  D A V I D  B SGT GUNNER 28 
HENDERSON, J A M E S  H C PT TOC DUTY O F F I C E R  DEC 67 DEC 68 11 
HENDERSON, ORAN K C OL BR I G A O E  COMMANDER MAR 6 8  OCT 68 1 2  
H E R R I S ,  W I L L I A M  P SP5 STENO CG S E P  67 J U N  68 2 
HETHERLY,  JAMES H LTC IG J A N  68  MAY 68 2 
H I O D E *  GARY L SP* R T O  COMPANY N E T  18 
H I L L ,  G E R A L D  D J R  P U B L I C  I N F O  O F F I C E R  OCT 67 AUG 68 2 
H I L L ,  J O H N  W STENO C O f  SI ADC/OPNS F E B  68  OCT 68 2 
HOBSCHEIO,  HARRY f 1SG 1 S T  SGT NOT OM O P E R A T I O N  23 
HODDE, C A L V I N  D S P 4  CREW C H I E F ,  CO B 6 
HODGES, K E N N E T H  L SP5 SQD LORI 1 S T  SQD 2 6  
HOFFMAN, C A R L  W BG USHC A t  OF S, 6 3  MAR 68  MAY 69 1 
HOFFMAN, RAYMOND P J R  C H  M A J  B R I G A D E  C H A P L A I N  F E B  68  D E C  68 1 2  
HOLBROOK, R I C H A R D  J CPT ASST 5 2  DEC 67 J U N  68 1 2  
HOLCK. ROY A V MAJ S 3 r  4 / 3  OEC 67 APR 68 1 2  
HOLLADAY,  J O H N  L L T C  B A T T A L I O N  COMMANDER 6 
HOLMES, L A R R Y  G P Fc R I F L E M A N ,  2 D  SQD 1 9  
HOLMES, ROBERT D PFC R I F L E M A N ,  1 S T  SQD 22 
HOLTOM, S T A N L E Y  E LTC PSYOPS O F F I C E R ,  G 5  J A N  6 8  S E P  68 2 



HCNDA. G I L B E R T  S J P  C W 3  P I L O T ,  A V N  SEC D E C  67 .NOV 68 12 
HOOTON* DONALD 4 s P 4 TEAM LDR, 30 SOD 1 9  
FOUGHTON*  D A N I E L  R P F C  1 S T  SQD 22 
HRUDA. K E N N F T Y  R N O 1  P I L O T *  1 S T  P L T  9 
HUFFMAN*  C E C I L  W S P 4  SQD L D R t  1 S T  SQD 22 
HUTSON*  MAX 0 s P 4 ASST MGv 3 0  SOD 26 
H U T T E R r  DEAN E C O L  S E N I O R  A D V I S O ?  MAR 68 APR 69 33 
H U T T O *  C H A R L E S  f S P 4  MG, 3 0  SQD ' 26 
J A R R E T T v  CLASENCE H 1L T  ASST G 5  MAR 68 AUG 58 2 
J E N K I N S *  J I Y M Y  L P F C  R TO 10 
JCHNSOY*  D E N Y I S  H I L T  I N T E L  O F F I C E R *  5 2  M I D  DEC 57 J U N  68 13 
J C H N S O Y r  WAYNE E C P T  L N Q  TQ QUANG N G A I  PROV DEC 67 APR 6 8  2 
J C H N S O Y *  W I L L I A M  J MSG OPNS SGT 16  
J O L L Y *  J O F  T S G T  FORWARD OBSERVER 28 
JONES* JOHN T L T C  S J A  DEC 67 APR 68 2 
J O N E S *  LAWPENCE M C O L  60, D I V  A R T Y  HAR 68 MAR 69 2 
JONES* M A R V I N  R S P 4  R I F L E M A N ,  1 S T  SQD 19 
K E A T I N G r  DONALD R M A J  A S S T  SR A D V  R E V  D E V H T  AUG 67 MAR 69 29 
K E L L E N B E N Z v  ROYAL 0 H 0 1  L O H  SECo C O  B 6 
K E L L E Y *  W I L L I A M  D L T C  A S S 7  G 3  DEC 67 APR 68  3 
K E R N *  W I L L I A M  H C P L  RECON NCO ARTY 23 
KESHELI  DOYALD J C P T  s 5 D E C  67 DEC 68 13 
K I N C H I  THOMAS J S P 4  ASST GUNNER 28 
K I N G S B Y *  D A V I 3  L 5 p4 1 S T  SQD 12 
' KIRKPATRICK, ROY D. S GM N C O I C I  B D E  TOC NOV 67 APR 68 13 
K I S S I N G E R *  H 4 9 R Y  P 1 1 T  C H  M A J  C H A P L A I N *  1 / 2 0  D E C  67 DEC 6R 13 
KLA(lFIANLJt JA"15S J S P 5  C R E H  C H ! E F s  t O  4 6 
K C I N W I N S K I *  J O S E P H  N S P 4  R I F L E M A N *  1 S T  SRD NOT ON O P E R A T I O N  2 4 
KOREN*  HENRY L Y F S O  C t  CORDS, NORTHERN PROV J A N  67 MAR 68 25  
YOSTERI SAMUEL W Y G COMMANDING GENERAL S E P  67  JlJN 68 3 
K O T O U C *  EUGENF M C P T  S 2 16 
K R I E G ,  RONALD M P F C  S 2  C L E R K  J U L  68 J U N  49 13 
KUOERT, LAWREYCE J S G T  OPNS SGTv  L Z  D O T T I E  s CO B 6 
KUECHENMEIST'Rq GEORGE P M A J  LNO, OCOFS B R I E F I N G  OFF D E C  67 APR 68 3 
K Y E *  S I D Y E Y  P F C  R I F L E M A N 9  30 SQD 25 
L A B R I O L A P  A L B E R T  C C P T  cn, 5 2  MI DET DEC 6 7  JUL 6813 
L A C K E Y *  C A 4 L  L wo1 P I L O T *  A V N  SEC D E C  67  DEC 6R13 
L A  C R O I X *  LAWRENCE C S P 4  SQD LORI 3 D  SQD 26 
L A C R O S S *  J E F F Q E Y  U 2 L T  P L T  L D R  27 
L A  MART I N A r  S A L V A D O R  S P 4  A S S T  SQD L D R t  3D SQD 26 
L A N E *  RANDOLPH C C P T  I N T E L  A D V I S O R  J U N  57 J U N  68 29 
LEE,  ROREQT J S P 4  M E D I C  25 
L E W E L L E N *  C H A 9 L I E  R C P T  A S S T  5 3  T t l C  DO 16 
L E NIS *  FRANC I S  C H  L T C  D I V I S I O N  C H A P L A I N  AUG 67 AUG 68 3 
L I A S *  RAY L S S G SQD LDR,  1 S T  SQD 19 
L I N D *  DEAN C W01 P I L O T *  1 S T  P L T  9 
L I N K O U S .  RgDNEY V 
LIPSC!lMB* ANDY A 

S P 4  
B G 

SQD L O R *  2 0  SOD 19 
B R I G A D E  COMMANDER MAR 67 MAR 6813 

L I T T L E *  K I N G  9 S G T  SOD L D R *  2 0  S Q D  20 
C I V I N G S T ~ Y I  B R I A N  W 1L T GUN SFC*  c o  B 6 
L L O Y D *  BARRY C SEC LDRI L O H  S E C t  C O  B 6 
L O F T I S *  ROBFRT W A D M I N  NCO*  OC OF S NOV 68 MAY 69 3 
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LOGAN* JAMFS A Y A J  
LONG* SAMUEL E JR S P 4  
LODE79 MAYUEL S SG 
LIJCAS* WARREN J L T C  
LUCASr W I L L I A Y  0 S P 4  
LUNDEEN, RANDALL R 1L T  
LUPEP 9 RORFRT B L T C  
PAC LACHLAN, WILL  IAM I L T C  USAF 
MADISON, JOE S P 4  
MAGNO* MICHAEL O W01 
VAHR 9 YICHAEL B SP4 
MAWSELL* CHAPLES H wo 1 
PAOLES, RnRERT E S P 4  
MARCKv ERNEST PFC 
PARONEY* LEO Y S FC 
MAPSHALL, RAR9Y P S P 4  
MARTIN* LOUIS B P FC 
MARTIN* THOMAS R SP4 
MAY* JAYFS A F SO 
CC ANAW* JOHN P f i A J  
PC CLOUD* FRANKLIN SSG 
MC CRARYI LANNY J 1L f  
MC KENNEY* W I L L I E  J PFC 
MC KNIGHT* ROBERT W M A J  
PEADLO* PAUL D PFC 
VEDINA, ERNEST L CPT 
CEGQ.ATH9 ALBERT R s P 4  
VELTONr CASL H MAJ 
MERCER* LETIN R s P L  
MESS IYGFRv JAVFS N W01 
PICHENER, MORRIS G P V 2  
MILLER*  STEPHEN M PFC 
M I L L I A N S *  DAN 9 CW2 
MITCHELL* DAVID SSG 
MOEI THELYER A c PT 
MOnDYt JOHN W 1 L T  
PORFNO, ARTURO M PFC 
MOSS* TqMMV L PFC 
MOYS JOSEPH C W01 
MULHERIY, HAROLD A w 0 1  
MUNDY* JOYN E 2 L T  
MURPHY* WILL IAM R wo1 
MWRAY* ROGFS '3 
MYFRSt LUTHER C 

s p 4  
s p 4  

NAVARQE* GEORGE G s P 4  
NEIJMANN* W I L L I A M  G CPT 
NFWELL, JOHN P w ni 
QLIPHFNT* JClliN L  P FC 
CLSEN, GRFGq9Y T s p 4  
CRELLt SETH R COT 
PALMER BRUCE JR L T G  
PARKER* HARRY E PFC 
PASNELL* ROY L YAJ  , 
PARSON, NFLS A t o 1  

LNOI OCOFS B R I E F I N G  OFF JAN 6 8  AUG 6 8  3 
GRENADIER* 30 SQD NOT '7N OPERATION 19 
PLT SGT 27 
PRnVOST MARSHAL DEC 6 7  MAY 6 8  3 
CREW CHIEF,  CO A 7 
PLT LORI WPNS PLT 17 
CD* 6 /11  DN ARTY MAY 6 7  MAY 6 8  3 
AF LNO OEC 6 7  SEP 6 R  13 
MG1 ZD SQD 20 
P I L O T *  GUN PLT 9 
MG, 1ST SOD 22 
GUN SECr CO 0 7 
MG* 2 0  SQD 25 
RTO COMPANY NET 17 
PLT SGT 28 
SECURITY SQD LOR 18 
RTO ARTY 23 
DEMO SP ATCH FR C/26 EN RN 16 
SEN1 OR ADV ISOR JUN $ 5  JUN 6 0  29 
 
S3r  4 / 3  DEC 6 7  NOV 6 8  13 
 
PLT SGT 22 
 
PLT LOR* GUN PLT 9 
 
MG, 2 0  SQD 21 
 
S3 JAN 6 8  AUG 6 8  13 
 
RIFLEMAN* 1ST SQD 25 
 
COMMANDING OFFICER 23 
 
DOOR GUNWE 9 ,  CO I3 7 
 
S1 NOV 68  MAR 6 9  13 
 
R TO 21 
 
PILOT, GUN PLT 9 
 
RIFLEMAN, 1ST SQD 20 
 
R TO 22 
 
GUN SECI cn B 7 
 
SQO LDRI 1 S T  SQD 25 
 
SEC LDRI SL ICK SEC, CO 0 7 
 
INFO OFFICER DEC 6 7  MAY 6 8  13 
 
RIFLEMAN* 2D SQD 21 
 
SIFLEMAN, 3 0  SQD 26 
 
P I L O T *  GUN PLT 9 
 
P I L O T *  CO A 7 
 
EXECUTIVE OFFICER 18 
 
PILOT,  GUN PLT 9 
 
RTO BATTALION NET 23 
 
AMMO BEARER* 3 0  SOD 22 
 
RIFLEMAN* 30 SQD 2 2 
 
PLT LOR* 20 PLT 10 
 
SEC CMDR* HQ S HQ DET 7 
 
AMMO BEARER 2 8 
 
MG* 1ST SQO 25 
 
ASST GZ BRIEFING OFF DEC 67  DEC 6 8  3 
 
DEPUTY COMMANDING GENERAL JAN 6 8  JUN 6 8  1 
 
GQENADIER* 2 0  SOD 22 
 
ASST I G  MAY 6 8  SEP 6 8  4 
 
CHIEF OF STAFF FEB 6 8  AUG 6 8  4 
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PARTSCH* THOYAS R 
PAUL*  JOHN H 
PENDLETON* P ICHAR D W 
P I T T M A N *  JOHY L 
PLACEKI JAMES E 
POLSTON* LAPSY G 
POWELL* JAM0 C 
PREW 9 MAURICE N 
QUALLS t  ORBUY F 
RAGSOALE* ROBERT W 
RAYSDELL 9 ROBERT 
RAVENCRAFT* KEVYE R 
RAYNOR* JAYES H 
RECTOR* ZAYE Y 
R E I D ,  JOSFPH M 
RESSEGUIE t  ROBERT 

REIJTNER* JAMES A 
R IDDLE ,  HENRY E 
SIDENHOURr RONALD L 
R IGGS*  W I L L I A V  C 
R I T C H I E *  JAMES 9 I 1 1  
R I V E  RA-MUNI 7 9 E5T EBAN 
 
ROBERTS* D A N I E L  A 
ROBERTS* JAY A 

-	 RQRERTS* RANDEL W 
RODRIGUEZ* ANGEL M 
RODR IGUE ZI D I  EGO 
ROGERS* JAYFS D 
ROGFRS* PRESTqN S 
ROSADO-DELGADQr P ABCO 
RUSHIN*  EARL 
RUSSELL*  ALBERT L 
SABRE* QANDOCPH E 
SAFERSTE I N *  THDRTON S 
SAIMONS* N I C K  E 
S A I N T *  C9QSBTE E 
SAYS*  W'3RLEY L 
S C H I E L *  YEYNETH 
SCHL F ICHEQ*  R TCHARD G 
SCHOOLFIELDt  BYRDN 
SHANNON* RICHARO J 
S H I F L E Y *  JCIHNNY J 
S I L V A *  RICHARD F 
S I T T I G *  W I L L I A M  
SLEDGE* CHARLFS 
SMAr L *  JOHN H 
SMITH, FRED 
S M I T H *  GERALD A 
S M I T H *  RICHARD P 
SCMMERVI L L F ?  GFOR GE 
SPELTZ*  KARL W 
STAFFA*  W I L L I A Y  J 
STANLEY*  HARPY 

s P 4  GRENADIER*  2 0  SOD 26 
 
s P 4  RTO COMPANY YET 2 4 
 
PFC R TFLEYAN* 3D  SQO 2  7  
  
M A J  PROVOST MAQSHAL DEC 6 7  AlJG 68 13 
  
P FC R I F L E M A N *  2 0  SQD 20 
 
s P 4  R IFLEMAN*  2 C  SQD 27 
 
M A J  ASST TO C H I E F  OF STAFF  MAY 6 8  SEP 6 8  4 
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(The hear ing  convened i n  Room BF735A, Pentagon, 
washington, D.C., a t  1640 hours ,  1 December 1969.) 

10: This hea r ing  w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  

RCDR: The r e p o r t e r s  w i l l  be sworn. 

You, S p e c i a l i s t  Seven Kendall J. BETTERIDGE and 
S p e c i a l i s t  Seven Lee B. EDMONDS, do swear t h a t  you w i l l  
f a i t h f u l l y  perform t h e  d u t i e s  of  r e p o r t e r s  t o  t h i s  board. 
So h e l p  you God. 

RPTRS : I do. 

RCDR: This i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i s  d i r e c t e d  by t h e  Sec re ta ry  
of t h e  Army and Chief of S t a f f ,  U.S. A r m y ,  J o i n t  Memorandum 
f o r  Lieutenant  General W i l l i a m  R. PEERS, s u b j e c t :  "Direc t ive  
f o r  I n v e s t i g a t i o n , "  da ted  26 November 1969. It is marked 
Exh ib i t  A-1. 

The next  document is a 30 November 1969 Memoran- 
dum f o r  t h e  Secre tary  o f  t h e  Army and t h e  Chief of  S t a f f ,  
United S t a t e s  Army, s u b j e c t  : " I n v e s t i g a t i o n  of t h e  Adequacy 
of t h e  Prel iminary I n q u i r i e s  i n t o  t h e  My Lai  ( 4 )  Case," and 
s igned by Lieutenant  General PEERS. It  is marked Exh ib i t  
A-2. 

The next  document is  a 30 November 1969 Memoran- 
dum f o r  t h e  Secre tary  of  t h e  Army and t h e  Chief of S t a f f ,  
United s t a t e s  Army, sub jec t :  "Functioning o f  t h e  Board of 
I n v e s t i g a t i o n , "  s igned by Lieutenant  General PEERS. This is 
Exh ib i t  A-3. 

The next  document is  a 1 December 1969 l e t t e r ,  
s u b j e c t :  "Appointment of  Personnel t o  Assist i n  Inves t iga-  
t i o n , "  s igned by General PEERS and addressed t o  those  
persons he  has  designated t o  assist him i n  the  conduct of  
t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  This document i s  marked Exhibi t  A-4. 

The I n v e s t i g a t i n g  O f f i c e r ,  Lieutenant  General 
W i l l i a m  R. PEERS, h i s  deputy,  M r .  Bland WEST, and t h e  follow- 
i n g  persons s e l e c t e d  by t h e  I n v e s t i g a t i n g  O f f i c e r  as assist ­
a n t s  are p resen t :  
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Colonel Robert E. MILLER, Colonel William V. 
WILSON, L ieutenant  Colonel James H .  BREEN, Major Edward 
F. ZYCHOWSKI, Major Clyde D. LYNN,  and M r .  James S. 
STOKES. 

The fol lowing persons a r e  absent :  None. 

Request t h a t  Exh ib i t s  A-1, A-2, A-3,  and A-4 b e  
received i n  t h e  record.  

10: They a r e  s o  received.  

RCDR: The I n v e s t i g a t i n g  O f f i c e r  w i l l  be sworn.' 

COL MILLER: You, General PEERS, do swear t h a t  you w i l l  f a i t h ­
f u l l y  perform a l l  t h e  d u t i e s  incumbent upon you as  I n v e s t i g a t i n g  
O f f i c e r ;  t h a t  you w i l l  f a i t h f u l l y  and i m p a r t i a l l y  examine and 
i n q u i r e ,  according t o  t h e  evidence,  your conscience,  and 
t h e  laws and r e g u l a t i o n s  provided, i n t o  t h e  mat ter  now befo re  
you without  p a r t i a l i t y ,  favor ,  a f f e c t i o n ,  p re jud ice ,  o r  hope 
of reward; t h a t  you w i l l  f i n d  such f a c t s  a s  a r e  supported 
by s u b s t a n t i a l  evidence of  record;  t h a t ,  i n  determinat ion 
of those  f a c t s  which a r e  i n  d i s p u t e  o r  a r e  d i f f i c u l t  of 
proof ,  you w i l l  use your p ro fess iona l  knowledge and b e s t  
judgment and common sense  i n  weighing t h e  evidence,  cons ider ing  
t h e  p r o b a b i l i t y  cr ii i iprobabili ty t h e r e ~ f ,  and with t h i s  
i n  mind w i l l  regard a s  e s t a b l i s h e d  f a c t s  those  which a r e  
supported by evidence deemed most worthy of b e l i e f ;  and 
t h a t  you w i l l  make such f ind ings  and recommendations as 
a r e  appropr ia t e  t o ,  warranted by, and c o n s i s t e n t  wi th  your 
f ind ings ,  according t o  t h e  b e s t  of your understanding of  
t h e  r u l e s  and r e g u l a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  government of t h e  Army, 
Department of t h e  Army p o l i c i e s ,  and t h e  customs of  t h e  
s e r v i c e ,  guided by your concept of j u s t i c e ,  both t o  t h e  
Government and t o  i n d i v i d u a l s  concerned. So h e l p  you God. 

10: I do. 

The recorder  w i l l  now be sworn: You, Major 
Clyde LYNN, do swear t h a t  you w i l l  f a i t h f u l l y  perform t h e  
d u t i e s  and funct ions  of  recorder  f o r  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  
So he lp  you God. 

RCDR: I do. 
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Now, the persons appointed t o  a s s i s t  General PEERS 
w i l l  be sworn: You, M r .  Bland WEST, M r .  James S. STOKES, 
Colonel Robert E. MILLER, Colonel W i l l i a m  V. WILSON, Lieuten- 
a n t  Colonel James H. BREEN, and Major Edward F. ZYCHOWSKI, 
do swear t h a t  you w i l l  f a i t h f u l l y  perform a l l  d u t i e s  and func- 
t i o n s  i n  t h e  conduct of  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  So h e l p  you God. 

ASSISTANTS: I do. 

10: Does t h e  recorder  o r  do any of t h e  a s s i s t a n t s  t o  
t h e  I n v e s t i g a t i n g  O f f i c e r  d e s i r e  t o  be advised a s  t o  the law, 
r e g u l a t i o n s ,  o r  orders  concerning t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

(There is no response from any member.) 

Apparently not .  I have a s ta tement  t o  make wi th  
r e spec t  t o  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

This i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was d i r e c t e d  by, and I was 
appointed j o i n t l y  by, t h e  Secre tary  o f  t h e  Army and t h e  Chief 
o f  S t a f f ,  United S t a t e s  Amy, f o r  the purpose of determining 
f a c t s  and making f indings  and recommendations concerning: 

(1) t h e  adequacy of p r i o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  and 
i n q u i r i e s  i n t o  and subsequent reviews and r e p o r t s  w i t h i n  t h e  
chain  of command of what is now commonly r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  t h e  
My Lai i n c i d e n t  of 16 March 1968; and 

(2) t h e  poss ib le  suppression o r  withholding of  
information by persons who had a duty t o  r e p o r t  and t o  f u r n i s h  
information concerning t h i s  i n c i d e n t .  

I p lan  t o  ques t ion  pe r sona l ly ,  o r  t o  d i r e c t  t h e  
ques t ioning  by one o r  more of  t h e  des ignated  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  
o f f i c e r s ,  a l l  w i tnesses ,  who, i n  my opinion,  may have i n f o r -  
mation which is r e l e v a n t  and m a t e r i a l  t o  t h e  ma t t e r s  which I 
have been appointed t o  i n v e s t i g a t e .  

You, a s  my s e l e c t e d  a s s i s t a n t s ,  have t h e  mission 
of a s s i s t i n g  m e  i n  t h e  conduct of t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  by per- 
forming whatever d u t i e s  may be ass igned t o  you by me o r  by my 
deputy,  Mr. Bland WEST. 
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From time t o  time one o r  more of you may be 
d e t a i l e d  t o  conduct s e p a r a t e  ques t ioning  of wi tnesses  o r  t o  
perform o the r  d u t i e s  during a time when my i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i s  
i n  sess ion .  And t h e r e  may be t imes when a l l  o r  most of  you 
w i l l  be  p resen t  dur ing  t h e  ques t ioning  of a  wi tness ,  and you 
may be d e t a i l e d  t o  conduct p a r t  o r  a l l  of t h e  quest ioning.  I 
emphasize t h a t  t h i s  ques t ioning  i s  s o l e l y  t o  a s s i s t  m e  i n  
conducting t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and i n  a r r i v i n g  a t  my f ind ings ,  
conclusions,  and recommendations. 

I d i r e c t  your a t t e n t i o n  p a r t i c u l a r l y  and spec i f -  
i c a l l y  t o  one important  mat ter .  I t  w i l l  no t  be my t a s k  t o  
i n v e s t i g a t e  a l l  t h e  f a c t s  and circumstances of t h e  My Lai  
inc iden t .  My t a s k  i s  a s  s e t  o u t  i n  t h e  "Di rec t ive  f o r  Inves- 
t i g a t i o n "  which has  a l ready been read. I a l s o  s t a t e d  my 
mission a few moments ago. I r e p e a t  it s o  t h a t  t h e r e  may 
be no misunderstanding. 

This  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was d i r e c t e d  by, and I was 
appointed j o i n t l y  by, t h e  Secre tary  of  t h e  Army and t h e  
Chief of S t a f f ,  United S t a t e s  Army, f o r  t h e  purpose of d e t e r -  
mining f a c t s  and making f ind ings  and recommendations concern­
n ing : 

(1) t h e  adequacy of p r i o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  and 
i n q u i r i e s  i n t o  and s-&sequent reviews and r e p o r t s  wi th in  t h e  
chain of command of what i s  now commonly r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  t h e  
My Lai  i n c i d e n t  of  16 March 1968; and 

( 2 )  t h e  p o s s i b l e  suppression o r  withholding of  
information by persons who had a duty t o  r e p o r t  and t o  f u r n i s h  
information concerning t h i s  inc iden t .  

I r e a l i z e  t h a t  some of t h e  f a c t s  of t h e  My L a i  
i n c i d e n t  i t s e l f  w i l l  be  r e l e v a n t  i n  t h e  conduct of t h i s  inves- 
t i g a t i o n .  However, I counsel you t o  keep ever  i n  mind t h e  
s p e c i f i c  and l i m i t e d  purpose of t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and t o  
key your ac t ions  i n  support  of my i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t o  those  
purposes. I f  a t  any time you have a  ques t ion  o r  doubt i n  
t h i s  mat ter ,  you should consu l t  with me o r  my deputy. 

We a r e  a l l  under oa th  t o  perform a l l  of o u r  
d u t i e s  and func t ions  f a i t h f u l l y .  The r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  
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weighing t h e  evidence and making f ind ings  and recommendations 
i s  mine. Your t a s k  i s  t o  a s s i s t  me i n  searching  o u t  a l l  
r e l e v a n t  f a c t s .  Our o b j e c t i v e  i s  t o  a s c e r t a i n  t h e  t r u e  f a c t s ,  
t h e  t r u t h ,  a s  b e s t  t h i s  can be done a f t e r  s o  long a  time has  
elapsed.  Our p r i n c i p a l  sources  of information w i l l  be d i r e c -  
t i v e s ,  r e g u l a t i o n s ,  r e p o r t s ,  and o t h e r  types  of documentary 
evidence and testimony. 

I cannot impress upon you too  much t h e  g r a v i t y  
of t h e  ma t t e r  under i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  This  t a s k  is  one t o  
which you must b r i n g  t o  bear  a l l  of your s k i l l s ,  knowledge, 
and e f f o r t .  

The genera l  s e c u r i t y  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of t h i s  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  w i l l  be CONFIDENTIAL except where a  h igher  
c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  i s  required.  You should keep i n  mind, though, 
t h a t  it i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h e  r e p o r t ,  o r  a t  l e a s t  p a r t s  of t h e  
testimony, may become a  mat ter  of p u b l i c  knowledge, and 
much of t h e  record i t s e l f  may be d e c l a s s i f i e d .  

It i s  very probable t h a t  some of t h e  wi tnesses  
may be c a l l e d  who a r e  a l ready suspected of o r  accused of 
o f fenses  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  My Lai  i n c i d e n t .  I t  i s  p o s s i b l e  
t h a t  wi tnesses  who a r e  no t  now suspected of having committed 
any o f fense  r e l a t e d  i n  any way t o  matters under i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
may become suspec t  by reason of t h e i r  testimony o r  t h e  test i ­
mony of o t h e r s .  You must ever  be a l e r t  t o  those  p o s s i b i l i -  
t i e s  and be c e r t a i n  t h a t  A r t i c l e  31 of t h e  Uniform Code 
of  M i l i t a r y  J u s t i c e  and F i f t h  Amendment t o  t h e  Consti tu- 
t i o n  r i g h t s ,  a s  appropr ia te  t o  any i n d i v i d u a l ,  a r e  no t  
v i o l a t e d .  

We a l ready  have been, o r  w i l l ' b e ,  furn ished  many 
documents r e l e v a n t  t o  t h e  My Lai  i n c i d e n t .  These inc lude ,  
b u t  a r e  n o t  l i m i t e d  t o ,  t h e  Inspec to r  Genera l ' s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
and r e p o r t ,  M i l i t a r y  Po l i ce  c r imina l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  r e p o r t s  
and i n t e r r o g a t i o n s ,  ske tches ,  d i r e c t i v e s ,  and r e p o r t s .  You 
should use t h e s e  and r e f e r  t o  them a s  necessary t o  b e t t e r  
prepare  you t o  perform your d u t i e s .  

You should n o t  d i scuss  your a c t i v i t i e s  i n  
support  of t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  with anyone except  i n  perform- 
ance of your d u t i e s  i n  connection with t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o r  
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as you may otherwise be e x p l i c i t l y  au thor ized  t o  do by some­
one i n  au thor i ty  t o  g r a n t  such permission. 

.Are t h e r e  any ques t ions?  

(There i s  no response from any member.) 

Does t h e  r ecorde r  have any documents t o  submit 
be fo re  the tak ing  o f  testimony begins? 

RCDR: Not a t  t h i s  t ime,  sir. 

10: This hea r ing  i s  now recessed  u n t i l  0900 hours  
tomorrow, 2 December 1969. 

(The hea r ing  recessed  a t  1652 hours ,  1 December 
1969.) 

(OPENING) 6 APP T-0 
 
 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
 
 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

(The hear ing  reconvened a t  1010 hours,  7 February 

LTC PATTERSON: The hear ing  w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  

RCDR: The following named persons a r e  present :  LTC 
PATTERSON and MAJ LYNN. 

LTC PATTERSON: The purpose of  t h i s  s e s s i o n  i s  t o  introduce 
i n t o  evidence d i r e c t i v e s  and documents t h a t  a r e  p e r t i n e n t  t o  
t h e  r e p o r t s  of t h i s  inqui ry  and which have been r e f e r r e d  t o  
d i r e c t l y  o r  i n d i r e c t l y  i n  t h e  testimony of t h e  ind iv idua l s  
appearing before  members of t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o r  inqu i ry .  

The following d i r e c t i v e ,  MACV Di rec t ive  20-4, da ted  
18 May 1968, e n t i t l e d ,  " I n s t r u c t i o n s  on I n v e s t i g a t i o n s ,  War 
Crimes, " with change 1, dated 7 October 1969. 

RCDR: This  w i l l  be en te red  i n t o  t h e  record and marked as 
Exhibi t  D-37. 

LTC PATTERSON: MACV Direc t ive  27-5, da ted  2 November 1967, 
e n t i t l e d  "War Crimes and Other Prohib i ted  Acts." 

RCDR: This  w i l l  be en te red  i n t o  t h e  record  and marked as 
Exhibi t  D-38. 

LTC PATTERSON: MACV Di rec t ive  381-46, da ted  27 December 1967, 
e n t i t l e d ,  "Combined Screening of Detainees."  

RCDR: This  d i r e c t i v e  w i l l  be en te red  i n t o  t h e  record and 
marked a s  Exhib i t  D-39. 

LTC PATTERSON: MACV Di rec t ive  525-9, da ted  10 Apr i l  1967, 
e n t i t l e d ,  "Control,  isp position, and Safeguarding of Viet-  
namese Proper ty ,  Captured Mate r i e l ,  and Food Suppl ies  ( U ) "  
w i th  cbange 1, dated 23 J u l y  1967. 

RCDR: This  d i r e c t i v e  w i l l  be e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  record  and 
marked a s  Exhib i t  D-40. 

LTC PATTERSON: MACV Di rec t ive  612-1, da ted  16 March 1968, 
e n t i t l e d ,  "Processing of New Arr iva l s . "  

RCDR: This  d i r e c t i v e  w i l l  be en te red  i n t o  t h e  record and 
marked as  Exh ib i t  D - 4 1 .  

LTC PATTERSON: TWX message from COMUSMACV t o  Commanding 
General, America1 Divis ion,  dated 1614252 March 1968, s u b j e c t :  
"Congratulatory Message. " 
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RCDR: T h i s  m e s s a g e  w i l l  be entered i n t o  t h e  record and 
m a r k e d  as E x h i b i t  M-89. 

LTC PATTERSON: " L e t t e r  of C o m m e n d a t i o n , "  H e a d q u a r t e r s ,  11th 
I n f a n t r y  B r i g a d e ,  t o  C o m m a n d i n g  O f f i c e r ,  C / 1 / 2 0  I n f a n t r y ,  
through C o m m a n d i n g  O f f i c e r ,  T a s k  F o r c e  B a r k e r ,  dated 2 7  March 
1 9 6 8 .  

RCDR: T h i s  w i l l  be entered i n t o  t h e  record and m a r k e d  as 
E x h i b i t  M-90. 

LTC PATTERSON: .TWX m e s s a g e  f r o m  COMUSMACV t o  m u l t i p l e  ad­
dressees, dated 0 8 0 2 0 0 2  D e c e m b e r  1 9 6 7 ,  "WESTMORELAND Sends, " 

reference " G u i d a n c e  for  C o m m a n d e r s  i n  V i e t n a m . "  

RCDR: T h i s  w i l l  be entered i n t o  t h e  record and m a r k e d  as 
E x h i b i t  M-91. 

LTC PATTERSON: E x t r a c t  of MACV c o m p u t e r  s u m m a r y  prepared by 
D a t a  M a n a g e m e n t  A g e n c y ,  s u b j e c t :  " L a r g e  Scale O p e r a t i o n s , "  
dated f irst  quar te r  1 9 6 8 .  

RCDR: T h i s  d o c u m e n t  w i l l  be entered i n t o  t h e  record and 
m a r k e d  as E x h i b i t  M-92. 

LTC PATTERSON: E x t r a c t s  of "Haf idbook  for M i l i t a r y  Support  of 
P a c i f i c a t i o n , "  dated F e b r u a r y  1 9 6 8 ,  f r o m  H e a d q u a r t e r s ,  MACV. 

RCDR: T h i s  d o c u m e n t  w i l l  be entered i n t o  t h e  record and 
m a r k e d  as E x h i b i t  M-93. 

LTC PATTERSON: E x t r a c t  f r o m  MACV " I n d i v i d u a l R e p l a c e m e n t  
P a c k e t "  w i t h  m e m o r a n d u m  f o r  record, dated 2 0  January 1 9 7 0 ,  
subject :  "MACV R e p l a c e m e n t  O r i e n t a t i o n  P a c k e t .  " 

RCDR: T h i s  d o c u m e n t  w i l l  be entered i n t o  t h e  record and 
m a r k e d  as E x h i b i t  M-94. 

LTC PATTERSON: E x t r a c t s  f r o m  MACV Command C e n t e r  log, dated 
1 6  March 0 0 0 1  hours  t o  1 6  March 2 4 0 0  hours. 

RCDR: T h i s  d o c u m e n t  w i l l  be entered i n t o  t he  record and 
m a r k e d  as E x h i b i t  M-95. 
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LTC PATTERSON: E x t r a c t s  of MACV Command C e n t e r  log,  d a t e -
t i m e  group 1 7 0 0 0 1  March t o  172400  March 1 9 6 8 .  

A. T h i s  d o c u m e n t  w i l l  be entered i n t o  t h e  record a n d  
marked as E x h i b i t  M-96. 

LTC PATTERSON: E x t r a c t s  of D a i l y  SITREP from COMUSMACV fo r  
1 6  March 1 9 6 8 ,  SITREP 76.  

RCDR : T h i s  d o c u m e n t  w i l l  be e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  record and 
marked  as E x h i b i t  R-26. 

LTC PATTERSON: E x t r a c t  f r o m  COMUSMACV Weekly Summary for t h e  
p e r i o d  d a t e - t i m e  g r o u p  0916012  March 1 9 6 8  t o  1 6 1 6 0 0 2  March 1 9 6 8 .  

RCDR: T h i s  d o c u m e n t  w i l l  be e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  record and 
marked as E x h i b i t  R-27. 

LTC PATTERSON: E x t r a c t  USARV R e g u l a t i o n  350-1,  dated 1 0  No ­
vember  1 9 6 7 ,  e n t i t l e d ,  " E d u c a t i o n  a n d  T r a i n i n g ,  USARV T r a i n i n g . "  

RCDR: T h i s  d o c u m e n t  w i l l  be e n t e r e d  i n t o  the record a n d  
marked  as E x h i b i t  D-17. 

LTC PATTERSON: USARV R e g u l a t i o n  612-1,  d a t e d  8 J a n u a r y  1 9 6 8 ,  
subject :  " I s s u e  a n d  P o s s e s s i o n  of I n f o r m a t i o n  C a r d s . "  

RCDR : T h i s  d o c u m e n t  w i l l  be e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  record and 
marked  as E x h i b i t  D-18. 

LTC PATTERSON: USARV R e g u l a t i o n  870-2,  dated 11 March 1 9 6 8 ,  
s u b j e c t  : " D a i l y  J o u r n a l  F i l e s .  " 

RCDR : T h i s  d o c u m e n t  w i l l  be e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  record and 
marked  as E x h i b i t  D-19. 

LTC PATTERSON: H e a d q u a r t e r s ,  USARV, Army O p e r a t i o n s  C e n t e r  
D a i l y  Summary, dated 1 7  March 1 9 6 8 ,  ex t rac t  a n d  extracts from 
USARDAY TWX message 8076 a n d  8077 .  

RCDR: T h i s  d o c u m e n t  w i l l  be e n t e r e d  i n t o  the record a n d  
marked  as E x h i b i t  R-2 8 .  
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LTC PATTERSON: TWX Message f r o m  CG, USARV, t o  CG, A m e r i c a 1  
D i v i s i o n ,  dated 9 S e p t e m b e r  1 9 6 8 ,  sub jec t :  " R e o r g a n i z a t i o n  
of the A m e r i c a l  D i v i s i o n . "  

RCDR: T h i s  d o c u m e n t  w i l l  be entered i n t o  the record and 
m a r k e d  as E x h i b i t  M-9 7.  

LTC PATTERSON: H e a d q u a r t e r s ,  USARV, m e m o r a n d u m  fo r  record, 
17  A p r i l  1 9 6 9 ,  subject: " P r e l i m i n a r y  I n q u i r i e s  C o n c e r n i n g  
A l l e g e d  M a s s a c r e  of A l l  V i e t n a m e s e  R e s i d e n t s  of My L a i  by 
U.S. Soldiers," signed by WHITAKER, C o l o n e l ,  IG .  

RCDR: T h i s  d o c u m e n t  w i l l  be entered i n t o  the  record and 
m a r k e d  as E x h i b i t  M-98. 

LTC PATTERSON: L e t t e r ,  H e a d q u a r t e r s ,  A m e r i c a l  D i v i s i o n ,  dated 
2.5 May 1 9 6 9 ,  subject :  " R e p o r t  of Inves t iga t ion ,  " t o  'CG, USARV, 
a t ten t ion : AVHIG, C o l o n e l  WHITAKER, signed by C o l o n e l  HOWARD, 
Inspector G e n e r a l ,  i n  t w o  copies: one copy annota ted ,  " R e c e i v e d  
by I & C ,  I G  D i v i s i o n  on 4 June 1 9 6 9 , "  i n i t i a l l e d  HKW; second copy 
indicates receipt f r o m  I G  f i l e  w i t h  penciled MFR s t a t i n g ,  "Of­
f ice,  C h i e f  of S t a f f ,  provided copy of Inc losure  1, 25  May 1 9 6 9 ,  
Inclosure 1obtained for S 2  f i les ,  11th B r i g a d e , "  i n i t i a l l e d  EPH. 

RCDR: T h e  l e t t e r  read i n t o  the record w i l l  be E x h i b i t  M-99. 
T h e  annotated copy w i l l  be E x h i b i t  M-100. 

LTC PATTERSON: TWX m e s s a g e ,  t r u e  copy, dated 23  May i 9 6 9 ,  f r o m  
C o l o n e l  DONALDSON, C h i e f  of S t a f f ,  A m e r i c a l  D i v i s i o n ,  t o  C o l o n e l  
HENDERSON; t r ue  copy signed by C o l o n e l  QUIGLEY, 5 F e b r u a r y  1 9 7 0 .  

RCDR: T h i s  document w i l l  be entered i n t o  the record and 
m a r k e d  as E x h i b i t  M-101. 

LTC PATTERSON: E x t r a c t ,  I11 MAF F o r c e  O r d e r  1 5 6 0 . 1 A ,  subjec t :  
"Command I n f o r m a t i o n  and Indoc t r ina t ion  P r o g r a m , "  dated 11 
S e p t e m b e r  1 9 6 7 .  

RCDR: T h i s  d o c u m e n t  w i l l  be entered i n t o  t he  record and 
m a r k e d  as E x h i b i t  B-20 ,  

LTC PATTERSON: Headquarters, I11 MAF Force O r d e r  3 0 4 0 . 3 ,  
subj ect : " M i n i m i z  i n g  N o n c o m b a t a n t  B a t t l e  C a s u a l t i e s , "  dated 
13 D e c e m b e r  1 9 6 6 .  
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RCDR : This  document w i l l  be  en te red  i n t o  t h e  r eco rd  and 
marked as E x h i b i t  D-21 .  

LTC PATTERSON: Headquarters,  I11 MAF Force Order P03121.5, 
subject :  "Standard Operat ing Procedure f o r  Ground and A i r  
o p e r a t i o n s , "  da ted  10 November 1967. 

RCDR : This  document w i l l  be  en te red  i n t o  t h e  record  and 
marked as E x h i b i t  D-22. 

LTC PATTERSON: Headquarters,  I11 MAF Force Order 03330.1, 
s u b j e c t :  "Conduct of A r t i l l e r y ,  Mortar,  and Naval Gunfire ,"  
da ted  3 February 1967. 

RCDR: T h i s  document w i l l  be  e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  record  and 
marked as E x h i b i t  D-23. 

LTC PATTERSON: Headquarters ,  I11 MAF Force Order 3460.3. 
s u b j e c t : "Treatment -of Captured Personnel ,  d a t e d  8 ~ e ~ t e m b e r  
1966. 

RCDR: Th i s  document w i l l  be en te red  i n t o  t h e  record  and 
marked as E x h i b i t  D-24. 

LTC PATTERSON: Headquarters ,  111 EiAF Force Order 34631.2af 
s u b j e c t :  "Processing,  Exp lo i t ing ,  Evacuating,  and Accounting 
f o r  P r i s o n e r s  o f  War," da ted  8 J u l y  1967, w i th  change 1, d a t e d  
16 September 1967. 

RCDR: Th i s  document w i l l  be  e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  r eco rd  and 
marked as E x h i b i t  D-25. 

LTC PATTERSON: Headquarters,  I11 MAE' Force Order 5080.5, 
s u b j e c t :  "Proper ty  Damage and Death o r  Personal  I n j u r y  t o  
Vietnamese C i v i l i a n s , "  da t ed  3 October 1966. 

RCDR: Th i s  document w i l l  be  e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  r eco rd  and 
marked as E x h i b i t  D-26. 

LTC PATTERSON: Headquarters ,  I11 MAF/I Corps Coordinator  
I n s t r u c t i o n  5370.1af s u b j e c t :  "Respect f o r  t h e  Law, Proper ty ,  
I n s t i t u t i o n s ,  T r a d i t i o n s ,  and Customs of the  Republic of  
Vietnam," da ted  1 3  February 1966, w i th  change 1. 
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RCDR: T h i s  d o c u m e n t  w i l l  be entered  i n t o  t h e  record and 
m a r k e d  as E x h i b i t  D-27 .  

LTC PATTERSON : L e t t e r ,  H e a d q u a r t e r s ,  I11 MAF, subject :  "Spot/ 
Ser ious  I n c i d e n t  R e p o r t s , "  dated 2  M a r c h  1 9 6 7 .  

RCDR: T h i s  d o c u m e n t  w i l l  be entered i n t o  t h e  record and 
m a r k e d  as E x h i b i t  D-28.  

LTC PATTERSON: TWX M e s s a g e  f r o m  CG, I11 MAF, to  I11 MAF, a l l  
c o m m a n d i n g  off icers ,  d a t e - t i m e  group 0 1 0 0 5 4 2  January 1 9 6 8 ,  w i t h  
reference reso lu t ions  for 1 9 6 8 .  

RCDR: T h i s  d o c u m e n t  w i l l  be entered i n t o  t h e  record and 
m a r k e d  as E x h i b i t  D-29 .  

LTC PATTERSON: H e a d q u a r t e r s ,  T a s k  Force O r e g o n ,  R e g u l a t i o n  
3 3 5 - 6 ,  dated 2 1  M a r c h  1 9 6 7 ,  sub jec t :  " R e p o r t  of Se r ious  
C r i m e s  o r  Inc iden t s . "  

RCDR: T h i s  d o c u m e n t  w i l l  be entered i n t o  t h e  record and 
m a r k e d  as E x h i b i t  D-30 .  

LTC PATTERSON: H e a d q u a r t e r s ,  A m e r i c a l  D i v i s i o n ,  R e g u l a t i o n  
335-8, dated 2 8  January 1 9 6 8 ,  sub jec t :  " C o m b a t  A c t i o n  Re-  
ports .  " 

RCDR: T h i s  d o c u m e n t  w i l l  be entered i n t o  t he  record and 
m a r k e d  as E x h i b i t  D-31.  

LTC PATTERSON: O p e r a t i o n s  order f r o m  CG, A m e r i c a l  D i v i s i o n ,  
m u l t i p l e  addressees, ex t r ac t ,  2 0 - 6 7 ,  " O p e r a t i o n  M u s c a t i n e , "  
w i t h  £rag order 1, 2 ,  and 3. 

RCDR: T h i s  d o c u m e n t  w i l l  be entered i n t o  t h e  record and 
m a r k e d  as E x h i b i t  D-32 .  

LTC PATTERSON: E x t r a c t s  of O p e r a t i o n s  O r d e r ,  A m e r i c a l  ~ i v i ­
s , ion, 2 - 6 8 ,  dated 2 3  January 1 9 6 8 ,  w i t h  £rag order 1 and frag 
order 2 .  

RCDR: T h i s  d o c u m e n t  w i l  be entered i n t o  t he  record and 
m a r k e d  as E x h i b i t  D-33.  

LTC PATTERSON: TWX M e s s a g e  f r o m  CG, A m e r i c a l ,  t o  CO, 1 1 t h  
B r i g a d e ,  d a t e - t i m e  group 0 7 0 5 1 0 2  A p r i l  1 9 6 8 ,  s u b j e c t :  "Frag 
0 2 4 - 6 8 , "  reference disbanding T a s k  Force B a r k e r .  

RCDR: T h i s  d o c u m e n t  w i l l  be entered  i n t o  t h e  record and 
marked as E x h i b i t  D-34 .  
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LTC PATTERSON: H e a d q u a r t e r s ,  A m e r i c a l  D i v i s i o n ,  G e n e r a l  
orders N u m b e r  1 8 4 1 ,  dated 9 A p r i l  1 9 6 8 ,  a w a r d  of the purp le  
H e a r t ,  ~ h i r dO a k  L e a f  C l u s t e r ,  t o  C o l o n e l  HENDERSON, effec­
t i v e  2 1  M a r c h  1 9 6 8 .  

RCDR: his d o c u m e n t  w i l l  be entered i n t o  t h e  record and 
marked as E x h i b i t  M-102. 

LTC PATTERSON: H e a d q u a r t e r s ,  A m e r i c a l  D i v i s i o n ,  S p e c i a l  
O r d e r s  N u m b e r  4 5 ,  dated 1 4  February 1 9 6 8 ,  ex t rac t ,  on t h e  
subject of C o l o n e l  BARKER'S a s s i g n m e n t  as  CO, T a s k  Force 
B a r k e r ,  effective 22  January 1 9 6 8 .  

RCDR: T h i s  d o c u m e n t  w i l l  be entered i n t o  t h e  record and 
m a r k e d  as E x h i b i t  M-103. 

LTC PATTERSON: H e a d q u a r t e r s ,  A m e r i c a l  D i v i s i o n ,  T a c t i c a l  
operations C e n t e r  log, date-time group 1 3 0 0 0 1  June t o  1 3 2 4 0 0  
June 1 9 6 8 ,  extract ,  i t e m  8 reference C o l o n e l  BARKER'S death. 

RCDR: T h i s  d o c u m e n t  w i l l  be entered i n t o  t h e  log and 
m a r k e d  as E x h i b i t  M-104. 

LTC PATTERSON: E x t r a c t s  of T a s k  Force O r e g o n  F i e l d  SOP,  
dated 2 1  M a r c h  1 9 6 7 .  

RCDR: T h i s  d o c u m e n t  w i l l  be entered i n t o  t h e  record and 
m a r k e d  as E x h i b i t  M-105. 

LTC PATTERSON: H e a d q u a r t e r s ,  1 1 t h  I n f a n t r y  B r i g a d e ,  O p e r a ­
t i o n s  O r d e r  1 - 6 8 ,  d a t e - t i m e  group 0 4 1 2 0 0  February 1 9 6 8 .  

RCDR : T h i s  w i l l  be en te red  i n t o  the  record and m a r k e d  as 
E x h i b i t  D-35. 

LTC PATTERSON: H e a d q u a r t e r s ,  11th In fan t ry  B r i g a d e ,  O p e r a ­
t i o n s  P l a n  7 - 6 8 ,  d a t e - t i m e  group 2 9 0 8 0 0  March 1 9 6 8 .  

RCDR: T h i s  document w i l l  be entered i n t o  t h e  record and 
marked as E x h i b i t  D-36. 

LTC PATTERSON: H e a d q u a r t e r s ,  l l t h  I n f a n t r y  B r i g a d e ,  s u b j e c t :  
mS3A f t e r  A c t i o n  R e p o r t - - D e p l o y m e n t  of 11th B r i g a d e , "  l e t t e r  
undated. 

RCDR: T h e  d o c u m e n t  w i l l  be entered i n t o  t h e  record and 
m a r k e d  as E x h i b i t  R-29. 

LTC PATTERSON: L e t t e r ,  headquarters u n k n o w n ,  a s s u m e d  t o  be 
3d B r i g a d e  T a s k  Force, 4 t h  I n f a n t r y  D i v i s i o n ,  subject: " O p e r a ­
t i o n a l  R e p o r t  for Q u a r t e r l y  P e r i o d  ~ n d i n g31 January  1 9 6 8 , "  
dated 2 February 1 9 6 8 ,  reference sponsor p r o g r a m  for  t h e  l l t h  
I n f a n t r y  B r i g a d e .  
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RCDR: This  document w i l l  be en te red  i n t o  t h e  record as 
Exh ib i t  R-30. 

LTC PATTERSON: Headquarters ,  l l t h  I n f a n t r y  Brigade,  Unit  
Order Number 13 ,  d a t e d  15 March 1968, s u b j e c t  t h e  assumption 
of command of l l t h  Brigade,  s igned  by HENDERSON. 

RCDR: This document w i l l  be e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  r eco rd  and 
marked as E x h i b i t  M-107. 

LTC PATTERSON: Headquarters ,  l l t h  I n f a n t r y  Brigade,  h i s t o r ­
i c a l  document, s u b j e c t :  " l l t h  Light  I n f a n t r y  Brigade History,I1 
1 January t o  31 December 1968. 

RCDR : This  document w i l l  be en te red  i n t o  t h e  record  and 
marked as E x h i b i t  M-108. 

LTC PATTERSON: L e t t e r ,  Headquarters ,  l l t h  I n f a n t r y  Brigade,  
s u b j e c t :  "PFC Herber t  L. CARTER," da ted  6 A p r i l  1968 wi th  
c a s u a l t y  r e p o r t ,  USARV Form 130-R, r e f e r e n c e  Herber t  L.  CARTER. 

RCDR: This  document w i l l  be e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  r eco rd  and 
marked as E x h i b i t  M-109. 

LTC PATTERSON: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  recess a t  t h i s  t i m e .  

(The hea r ing  r ecessed  a t  1107 hours ,  7 February 
1970.) 

(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1600 hours ,  26 February , 

1970. ) 

LTC PATTERSON: The hea r ing  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  
2 

RCDR: The fo l lowing  named persons are p r e s e n t :  LTC 4 

PATTERSON and MAJ LYNN. 
k 
 
 
S 

LTC PATTERSON: The purpose of  t h i s  s e s s i o n  of the i n q u i r y  1
is  f o r  t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  of documents i n t o  t h e  r eco rd  as ex­
h i b i t s  t h a t  have been r e f e r r e d  t o  o r  are p e r t i n e n t  t o  the 
purpose of t h e  inqu i ry .  The fol lowing documents are t o  be 
en te red  : 

Department of t h e  Army memorandum f o r  L ieu tenan t  
General PEERS, da ted  20 February 1970, s u b j e c t :  "Census o f  
C i v i l i a n  Casualties--My Lai ."  
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RCDR: his d o c u m e n t  w i l l  be entered i n t o  t h e  record and 
marked as E x h i b i t  M-124.  

LTC PATTERSON: E x t r a c t s  of C o m b i n e d  C a m p a i g n  P l a n ,  MACV, 
Jo in t  G e n e r a l  S t a f f ,  A B 1 4 3 ,  1 9 6 8 .  

RCDR: T h i s  d o c u m e n t  w i l l  be entered i n t o  t h e  record and 
m a r k e d  as E x h i b i t  D-44 .  

LTC PATTERSON: E x t r a c t  of COMUSMACV1s " G u i d a n c e  f o r  C o m m a n d e r s  
i n . V i e t n a m , "  undated. 

RCDR: T h i s  d o c u m e n t  w i l l  be entered i n t o  t h e  record and 
m a r k e d  as E x h i b i t  D-45.  

LTC PATTERSON: MACV d i spos i t i on  f o r m ,  dated 1 3  M a r c h  1 9 6 7 ,  
subject:  " G u i d a n c e  L e t t e r s  t o  FWMAF C o m m a n d e r s . "  

RCDR: T h i s  d o c u m e n t  w i l l  be entered i n t o  t he  record and 
m a r k e d  as E x h i b i t  D-46.  

LTC PATTERSON: S u m m a r y  of r e m a r k s  of COMUSMACV a t  t h e  MACV 
C o m m a n d e r s  C o n f e r e n c e  on 2 8  A u g u s t  1 9 6 6 .  

RCDR:- T h i s  d o c u m e n t  w i l l  be entered in to  t h e  record and 
m a r k e d  as E x h i b i t  D-47.  

LTC PATTERSON: USARV TWX m e s s a g e ,  subject: " G e n e v a  C o n v e n ­
t ion ,  " dated 3 N o v e m b e r  1 9 6 7 .  

RCDR : T h i s  d o c u m e n t  w i l l  be entered i n t o  t h e  record and 
m a r k e d  as E x h i b i t  11-48. 

LTC PATTERSON: USARV TWX m e s s a g e ,  subject:  " G e n e v a  and H a g u e  
C o n v e n t i o n  T r a i n i n g ,  " dated 2 2  June 1 9  6 8. 

RCDR: T h i s  d o c u m e n t  w i l l  be entered i n t o  t h e  record and 
m a r k e d  as ~ x h i b i tD-4 9 .  

LTC PATTERSON: USARV n e w s  a r t i c l e , £ r o m  T h e  R e p o r t e r ,  dated 
2 7  A p r i l  1 9 6 8 ,  page 3,  purpor tedly  by Jay  ROBERTS, e n t i t l e d ,  
"Men of T a s k  Force B a r k e r  K i l l  1 2 8  VC i n  R u n n i n g  B a t t l e . "  
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RCDR: T h i s  d o c u m e n t  w i l l  be entered i n t o  t h e  record and 
m a r k e d  as E x h i b i t  M-125.  

L T C  PATTERSON: USARV ex t rac t  report ,  sub jec t :  " A n n u a l  G e n ­
e ra l  Inspect ion ,  FY 6 9 ,  of t h e  A r n e r i c a l  D i v i s i o n , "  dated 31  
J u l y  1 9 6 8 .  

RCDR: T h i s  d o c u m e n t  w i l l  be entered i n t o  t he  record and 
m a r k e d  as E x h i b i t  R -31 .  

LTC PATTERSON: L e t t e r ,  H e a d q u a r t e r s ,  A r n e r i c a l  D i v i s i o n ,  t o  
S ta f f  Judge A d v o c a t e ,  USARV, subject:  " I n s t r u c t i o n  on t h e  
H a g u e  and G e n e v a  C o n v e n t i o n s , "  dated 3 0  N o v e m b e r  1 9 6 7 .  

RCDR: T h e  d o c u m e n t  w i l l  be entered i n t o  t h e  record and 
m a r k e d  as E x h i b i t  R -32 .  

LTC PATTERSON: R e p o r t  t r ans la ted  by L i e u t e n a n t  C o l o n e l  
STANBERRY, purportedly signed by C o l o n e l  K H I E N ,  Province 
C h i e f ,  Q u a n g  N g a i  Province, dated 30 N o v e m b e r  1 9 6 9 ,  sub jec t :  
" R e s u l t s  of the  I n v e s t i g a t i o n  of t he  C a s e  of the A m e r i c a n  
O p e r a t i o n  i n  the Son My A r e a ,  E a s t  of Son T i n h . "  

RCDR: T h i s  d o c u m e n t  w i l l  be entered i n t o  the  record and 
m a r k e d  as E x h i b i t  R -33 .  

LTC PATTERSON: E x t r a c t ,  V i e t n a m e s e  O p e r a t i o n s  Journa l ,  Q u a n g  
N g a i  Sector, for 13  June  1 9 6 8 ,  cer t i f ied t r ans l a t ion  by Lieu ­
t e n a n t  C o l o n e l  B i l l y  M. STANBERRY. 

RCDR: T h i s  d o c u m e n t  w i l l  be entered i n t o  t h e  record and 
m a r k e d  as E x h i b i t  M-126.  

LTC PATTERSON: U n s i g n e d  d o c u m e n t  received f r o m  M r .  J a m e s  
MAY, concerning M a r c h  and A p r i l  a c t i v i t i e s  and p r o b l e m s ,  1968. 

RCDR : T h i s  d o c u m e n t  w i l l  be entered i n t o  t h e  record and 
m a r k e d  as E x h i b i t  M-127.  

LTC PATTERSON: M e m o r a n d u m  f o r  record, sub jec t :  " T e l e p h o n e  
C o n v e r s a t i o n  w i t h  M r .  RODRIGUEZ," dated 11 February 1 9 7 0 ,  
s igned by M a j o r  COOP. 

RCDR: T h i s  d o c u m e n t  w i l l  be entered i n t o  t h e  record and 
m a r k e d  as E x h i b i t  M-128.  ,

1 

i 
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LTC PATTERSON: FRAGORD 8-68, da t ed  24 March 1968, l l t h  L i g h t  
I n f a n t r y  Brigade.  

RCDR: T h i s  document w i l l  be e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  r eco rd  and 
marked a s  ~ x h i b i tD-51. 

LTC PATTERSON: P i c t u r e  of  Sergeant  HIEN, H-I-E-N, i n t e r p r e t e r  
f o r  t h e  M I  detachment, l l t h  Brigade,  d u r i n g  March 1968. 

RCDR: This  photograph w i l l  be  en te red  i n t o  t h e  r eco rd  
and marked a s  E x h i b i t  P-232. 

Th i s  h e a r i n g  w i l l  be r eces sed .  

(The h e a r i n g  r eces sed  a t  1620 hours ,  26 February 
1970.) 

(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  0925 hours ,  4 March 
1970.) 
 
 

LTC PATTERSON: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR : The fo l lowing  persons  a r e  p r e s e n t :  LTC PATTERSON 
and MAJ THOMAS. 

LTC PATTERSON: The purpose o f  t h i s  s e s s i o n  o f  t h e  i n q u i r y  
i s  f o r  t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  of  evidence a s  e x h i b i t s  which a r e  
p e r t i n e n t  t o  t h e  purposes  of  t h i s  i n q u i r y  and have been re­
f e r r e d  t o  o r  used i n  tes t imony o f  some w i t n e s s e s  a s  w e l l  as 
used i n  r e f e r e n c e  du r ing  p r e p a r a t i o n  o f  t h e  f i n a l  r e p o r t .  

The f i r s t  e x h i b i t  i s  a memorandum f o r  t h e  Army 
s t a f f  moni tor ,  MY L a i ,  prepared by t h e  A s s i s t a n t  Chief o f  
S t a f f ,  I n t e l l i g e n c e ,  da t ed  31 December 1969, w i t h  two in ­
c l o s u r e s ,  sub  j e c t :  o f  My " ~ n a l y s i s  o f  Enemy ~ n t e i l i ~ e n c e  
La i  Area (U),  ." 
RCDR: That  w i l l  be  E x h i b i t  M-131. 

LTC PATTERSON: E x t r a c t s  from Headquarters ,  MACV, Foreign 
Broadcast  Informat ion  Summary wi th  VC propaganda f o r  t h e  
fo l lowing  d a t e s :  16 Apr i l  1968, 23 A p r i l  1968, 2 June 1968, , 
and 24 November 1968. 
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RCDR: T h a t  w i l l  be E x h i b i t  M-132. 

LTC PATTERSON: Memorandum for  record, s igned  b y  L i e u t e n a n t  
C o l o n e l  STANBERRY, d a t e d  6 J a n u a r y  1 9 7 0 ,  s u b j e c t :  " L i s t  ,of 
P r i s o n e r s  C a p t u r e d  o n  11 J u n e  1 9 6 8 .  'I 

RCDR: T h a t  w i l l  be E x h i b i t  M-133. 
 
 

LTC PATTERSON: E x t r a c t s  f r o m  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  Mi l i t a ry  A s s i s t - 

ance Command, O f f i c e  of t h e  A s s i s t a n t  C h i e f  of S t a f f ,  I n t e l - 

l i g e n c e ,  B u l l e t i n  No. 9 7 ,  subject: "Enemy D o c u m e n t s , "  
  
  
dated 3 1  J u l y  1 9 6 9 .  
  
  

RCDR: T h a t  w i l l  be E x h i b i t  M-134. 
 
 

LTC PATTERSON: Memorandum for record, H e a d q u a r t e r s ,  11 th  
  
  
I n f a n t r y  B r i g a d e ,  S u b j e c t :  " T r i p  R e p o r t ,  1 S e p t e m b e r  t o  15 
 
  
S e p t e m b e r  1 9 6 7 , "  dated 15 S e p t e m b e r  1 9 6 7 .  
  
  

RCDR: T h a t  w i l l  be E x h i b i t  M-135. 
 
 

LTC PATTERSON: Memorandum f o r  L i e u t e n a n t  G e n e r a l  PEERS, 
 
 
subject: " A p r i l  1 9 6 8  Arnerical/ARVN Operations," dated 2 
 
 
March 1 9 7 0 .  
  
  

RCDR: T h a t  w i l l  be E x h i b i t  M-136. 

LTC PATTERSON: TWX f r o m  COMUSMACV, MACVDISUM, J 2 ,  number 
 
 
60-68 for  period 2 8  F e b r u a r y  1 9 6 8 .  
  
  

RCDR: T h a t  w i l l  be E A - l i b i t  R-34. 
  
  

LTC PATTERSON: From CG, A m e r i c a 1  D i v i s i o n ,  t o  CG, I11 W ,  
  
  
26 O p e r a t i o n  M u s c a t i n e  S I T  repor t s ,  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  n u m b e r s  and 
dates: 3 5 0 ,  3 5 4 ,  3 5 6 ,  3 5 8 ,  3 6 2 ,  3 6 6 ,  3 7 0 ,  3 7 2 ,  3 7 4 ,  3 7 8 ,  3 8 0 ,  
3 8 2 ,  3 8 6 ,  3 9 0 ,  3 9 4 ,  3 9 7 ,  3 9 8 ,  4 0 2 ,  404 ,  4 0 6 ,  4 0 9 ,  4 1 3 ,  4 1 7 ,  
4 2 1 ,  425 ,  a n d  428 .  

RCDR: T h e s e  w i l l  be entered col lect ively as E x h i b i t  R-35.. 
 
 

LTC PATTERSON: T h e  l a s t  o n e  i s  a directive,  TWX message f r o m  
  
  
CG, T a s k  F o r c e  O r e g o n ,  t o  CG, 111 MAF, subjec t :  " O p e r a t i o n a l  
  
  
C o n t r o l ,  " dated 22  A p r i l  1 9 6 7 .  
  
  

RCDR: T h a t  w i l l  be E x h i b i t  D-50. 
 
 

LTC PATTERSON: T h i s  h e a r i n g  w i l l  recess a t  t h i s  t i m e .  
  
  

( T h e  h e a r i n g  recessed a t  0934  hours ,  4 March 1 9 7 0 . )  

(The  h e a r i n g  r e c o n v e n e d  a t  1 2 1 5  h o u r s ,  7 March 1 9 7 0 . )  
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LTC PATTERSON: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR: The fo l lowing  persons  are p r e s e n t :  MR WEST, LTC 
PATTERSON, and MAJ THOMAS . 
LTC PATTERSON: I would l i k e  t o  e n t e r  i n t o  t h e  r e c o r d  a memo­
randum f o r  r e c o r d ,  d a t e d  4 March 1970, s igned  by Major APICI, 
s u b j e c t :  " ' I  Saw N o  Massacre a t  My L a i , '  by John CHRISTINE." 

RCDR: That  w i l l  be E x h i b i t  M-137. 

LTC PATTERSON: I would l i k e  t o  e n t e r  i n t o  t h e  r e c o r d  a photo ­
graph of  L i e u t e n a n t  General  DOLEMAN. This is t h e  photograph 
t h a t  w a s  p r e s e n t e d  t o  M r .  CZARNECKI f o r  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  on 7 
March 1970 wh i l e  he w a s  t e s t i f y i n g  b e f o r e  t h i s  hear ing .  

RCDR : That  w i l l  be E x h i b i t  P-237. 

LTC PATTERSON: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  recess a t  t h i s  t i m e .  

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  1218 hours ,  7  March 1970.) 

(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1005 hours ,  1 4  March 1970. ) 

LTC PATTERSON: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

The purpose of  t h e  h e a r i n g  i s  t o  i n t r o d u c e  as 
e x h i b i t s  documents which have been r e f e r r e d  t o  d i r e c t l y  i n  
tes t imony or  are r e q u i r e d  as e v i d e n t i a r y  documents. 

I n t e r r o g a t i o n  r e p o r t s ,  number 52-262-68, 52-280-68, 
52-276-6 8, and 52-277-6 8  from 52d M i l i t a r y  I n t e l l i g e n c e  Detach- 
ment, t h e  1 1 t h  I n f a n t r y  Brigade.  These documents are from var­
i o u s  days i n  March 196 8. 

RCDR: Ente red  as E x h i b i t  R-36. 

LTC PATTERSON: A memorandum f o r  t h e  Provos t  Marshal General ,  
s u b j e c t :  " A m e r i c a 1  D iv i s ion  TOC J o u r n a l ,  0001-2400 hours ,  16 
March 1968, " s igned  by L ieu tenan t  General  PEERS. 

RCDR: Ente red  as E x h i b i t  M-138. 

LTC PATTERSON: Memorandum f o r  r eco rd ,  s u b j e c t :  " ~ e c a l lo f  
Witness," d a t e d  11 February 1970, s igned  by Colonel  ~ i l l i a m  
WILSON. 
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RCDR: E n t e r e d  as E x h i b i t  M-139. 

LTC PATTERSON: M e m o r a n d u m  for  record, subject :  " T e l e p h o n e  
C o n v e r s a t i o n  w i t h  C h a p l a i n  (CPT) KISSINGER R e  : M e m o r i a l  
S e r v i c e s , " .  9 March 1 9 7 0 ,  signed by Major Joseph A P I C I .  

RCDR: E n t e r e d  as E x h i b i t  M-140. 

LTC PATTERSON: E x t r a c t  f r o m  m e m o r a n d u m  for  record, subject: 
"MACV C o m m a n d e r s 1  C o n f e r e n c e ,  3 D e c e m b e r  1 9 6 7 , "  dated 2 Jan­
uary 1 9 6 8 ,  f r o m  H e a d q u a r t e r s ,  MACV. 

RCDR: E n t e r e d  as E x h i b i t  M-141. 

LTC PATTERSON: D e p a r t m e n t  of A r m y ,  DCSPER fac t  sheet, 
subject :  "Company  C ,  1st B a t t a l i o n ,  2 0 t h  I n f a n t r y , "  dated 
1 2  January 1 9 7 0 .  

RCDR: E n t e r e d  as E x h i b i t  M-142. 

LTC PATTERSON: D e p a r t m e n t  of A r m y ,  DCSPER fac t  sheet, subject: 
"Company  B, 4 t h  B a t t a l i o n ,  3d I n f a n t r y , "  dated 6 February 1970. 

RCDR: T h a t  i s  E x h i b i t  M-143. 

LTC PATTERSON: S t a t e m e n t  signed by C a p t a i n  Werner UNZELMANN, 
dated 7 January 1970, reference the  location of the report of 
investigation,  dated 2 4  A p r i l  1 9 6 8 .  

RCDR: E n t e r e d  as E x h i b i t  M-144.  

LTC PATTERSON: L e t t e r  t o  L i e u t e n a n t  G e n e r a l  PEERS f r o m  L i f e ,  
dated M a r c h  6 ,  1 9 7 0 ,  signed T h o m a s  G R I F F I T H ,  reference p e r m i s ­
sion f o r  p r i n t i n g  L i f e  m a g a z i n e  pages 3 6  t o  4 2 ,  dated 5 D e c e m b e r  
1 9 6 9 .  

RCDR: T h a t  i s  E x h i b i t  M-145. 

LTC PATTERSON: M e m o r a n d u m  f o r  record f r o m  P e e r s  Inqui ry ,  
subject:  " C o n d u c t  of Search fo r  and ~ x a r n i n a t i o nof D o c u m e n t s  
R e l a t i n g  t o  the Son My I n c i d e n t  of 1 6 - 1 9  March 1 9 6 8 , "  signed 
by C o l o n e l  T h o m a s  WHALEN. It  is dated 1 4  March 1 9 7 0 .  

RCDR: T h a t  is E x h i b i t  M-146. 

(EXHIBITS)  1 4  APP T-402  

FOR O F F I C I A L  USE ONLY 



r u n  u r r - l u u  van  urvbr 

LTC PATTERSON: A m e m o r a n d u m  for  record, dated 1 4  M a r c h  1 9 7 0 ,  
subject: " D o c u m e n t a r y  E v i d e n c e  used by L i e u t e n a n t  G e n e r a l  
PEERS," dated 1 4  M a r c h  1 9 7 0 .  

RCDR: T h i s  is  entered as E x h i b i t  M-147.  

LTC PATTERSON: E x t r a c t s  of I C T Z / I I I  MAF C o m b i n e d  C a m p a i g n  
p lan  1 - 6 8 ,  A B 1 4 3 .  

RCDR: T h i s  i s  E x h i b i t  D-52.  

LTC PATTERSON: E x t r a c t  of MACV P lanning  D i r e c t i v e  9 - 6 7 ,  dated 
' 29 O c t o b e r  1 9 6 7 .  

RCDR: T h i s  i s  ~ x h i b i tD-53.  

LTC PATTERSON: H e a d q u a r t e r s ;  MACV, l e t t e r ,  sub jec t :  " A c t ­
i v i t y  G u i d e l i n e s  f o r  C o r p s  T a c t i c a l  Z o n e s , "  dated 15 February 
1 9 6 8 .  

RCDR: T h i s  i s  E x h i b i t  D-54.  

LTC PATTERSON: P h o t o g r a p h  of Special is t  S I L V A  and prisoners 
of w a r  a t  n i g h t  defensive pos i t i on ,  1 8  M a r c h  1 9 6 8 .  

RCDR: T h i s  i s  E x h i b i t  P - 2 3 8 .  

LTC PATTERSON: P h o t o g r a p h  of m e e t i n g  a t  n i g h t  defensive posi­
t i o n  of B / 4 / 3  on 1 8  M a r c h  1 9 6 8  w i t h  L i e u t e n a n t  C o l o n e l  BARKER, 
C a p t a i n  MICHLES,  and Sergeant MARSHALL. 

RCDR: . E n t e r e d  as E x h i b i t  P - 2 3 9 .  

LTC PATTERSON: P h o t o g r a p h  s h o w i n g  a general scene of t h e  
n i g h t  defensive p o s i t i o n .  

RCDR: T h i s  i s  E x h i b i t  P - 2 4 0 .  

LTC PATTERSON: Photograph of B / 4 / 3 ' s  extract ion on 1 9  M a r c h  
1 9 6 8 .  

RCDR : T h i s  i s  E x h i b i t  P - 2 4 1 .  

( T h e  h e a r i n g  adjourned a t  1 0 2 7  hours ,  1 4  M a r c h  1 9 7 0 . )  
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(The hear ing  reconvened a t  1446 hours,  23 December 

1969. ) 

MR WEST: The hear ing  w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  

RCDR: The fol lowing named persons a r e  present :  MR WEST, 
MAJ ZYCHOWSKI, and MAJ COOP. 

Major ZYCHOWSKI, do you have a document t o  e n t e r  
i n t o  the  record? 

MAJ ZYCHOWSKI: I have a memorandum f o r  General PEERS, which 
explains my v i s i t  on 15 and 1 6  December 1969 wi th  M r s .  
Dorothy M. BARKER, widow of Lieutenant  Colonel BARKER. 
The purpose of my v i s i t  was t o  peruse Colonel BARKER'S 
personal e f f e c t s  t o  determine i f  t h e r e  were any documents, 
l e t t e r s ,  e t  c e t e r a ,  t h a t  would be p e r t i n e n t  t o  General 
PEERS' inquiry i n t o  t h e  My Lai i n c i d e n t .  I found four  doc- 
uments t h a t  could poss ib ly  be of some value and a t t ached  
these t o  the  memorandum as  i n c l o s u r e s  1 through 4.  

RCDR: Memorandum with 4 i n c l o s u r e s ,  da ted  19 December 
1969, s u b j e c t  : "Interview with M r s .  Dorothy M. BARKER, " 
is en te red  i n t o  t h e  record and marked as  Exh ib i t  M-18. 

Inclosure 1 t o  Exhibi t  R-2, Task Force Barker 
Combat Action Report i s  en te red  i n t o  t h e  record and w i l l  
be appended a s  t h e  inc losure  t o  Exh ib i t  R-2. 

MR WEST: The hear ing  w i l l  be recessed.  

(The hear ing  recessed a t  1 4 4 8  hours ,  23  December 
1969.) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: PALMER, Bruce Jr. GEN 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 25 February 19 70 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: Deputy Commanding 
General ,  U.S. Army, Vietnam. 

1. KNOWLEDGE OF THE MY LA1 OPERATION. 

General  PALMER bel ieved he  had heard t h e  expression 
"P inkv i l l e"  p r i o r  t o  l ea rn ing  of t h e  i n c i d e n t .  I t  i s  
p o s s i b l e  t h a t  .he could n o t  d ivorce  t h e  term from 
M r .  RIDENHOUR'S le t ter .  H e  a l s o  may have heard t h e  term 
e i t h e r  used by h i s  execut ive  o f f i c e r ,  Colonel FORRESTER, 
who had commanded a br igade  i n  t h a t  AO, o r  from t h e  ~rnerical 's 
usage i n  t h e i r  r e p o r t s  (pg. 6) . 
2. PROCEDURES FOR REPORTING. 

A r e p o r t  of an a t r o c i t y  incountry would go through 
o p e r a t i o n a l  channels.  The s e r v i c e  component involved 
would o rde r  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  or o t h e r  appropr ia t e  a c t i o n ,  
e.g. ,  USARV i f  a U.S. Army u n i t  was t h e  o rgan iza t ion  
concerned (pg. 2 ) .  Usually,  t h e  d i v i s i o n  I G  would conduct 
any i n v e s t i g a t i o n  ordered (pg. 2 ) .  The ~ r n e r i c a l  ~ i v i s i o n  
repor ted  d i r e c t l y  t o  USARV s i n c e  they w e r e  under a Marine 
f i e l d  f o r c e  r a t h e r  than Army (pg. 4 ) .  One of t h e  reasons 
f o r  t h e  d i r e c t i v e s ,  e.g. Exh ib i t  D-1 ,  r egard ing  t h e  
r e p o r t i n g  of  a t r o c i t i e s  and r e q u i r i n g  compliance wi th  t h e  
Geneva Conventions by U.S. personnel  was t o  impress upon 
U.S. adv i so r s  t o  t h e  ~ i e t n a m e s e  t h a t  mistreatment  o r  
t o r t u r e  was n o t  U.S. po l i cy  (pg. 1 0 ) .  General  WESTMORELAND 
placed a g r e a t  d e a l  of emphasis on t r e a t i n g  Vietnamese, 
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f r i e n d  o r  f o e ,  proper ly  (pg. 11). A m i l i t a r y  adv i so r  
as deputy province adv i so r  should r e p o r t  an a l l e g e d  
a t r o c i t y  through CORDS which would u l t i m a t e l y  r e s u l t  i n  a 
r e p o r t  to,MACV. The wi tness  opined t h a t  t h e r e  was no 
ambiguity with r e s p e c t  t o  advisory team members r e p o r t i n g  
u.S. a l l eged  a t r o c i t i e s  a s  w e l l  a s  Vietnamese. Advisory'  
channels should be u t i l i z e d ,  o r  advisory and CORDS 
channels could both be used by an advisor  r e p o r t i n g  a 
U.S. a t r o c i t y  (pg. 1 4 ) .  

3 .  OTHER INFORMATION. 

a .  USARV had command r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  t h e  
Americal Divis ion .  However, t h e  d i v i s i o n  was under the 
o p e r a t i o n a l  c o n t r o l  of I11 MAF (pg. 2). 

b. The Americal Divis ion  i s  t h e  l a r g e s t  American 
Army d i v i s i o n  i n  Vietnam. The idea  was t o  have t h r e e  
s e p a r a t e  br igades  s o  they would be s e l f - s u s t a i n i n g  i f  
exigencies  s o  r equ i red  (pgs. 7 ,  8 ) .  
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E X H I B I T S  
  

EXHIBIT 
	 ­
NUMBER D E S C R I P T I O N  NOTES PAGES 

L e t t e r ,  G e n e r a l  PALMER ' L e t t e r  entered 
M - 1 2 3  t o  G e n e r a l  JOHN SON, i n t o  evidence. 1 0  

June  1 9 6 8  

E x t r a c t r  USARV ally- K e v l e w e a  Dy tne 

- R-28  	  S u m m a r y ,  A r m y  O p e r a t i o n s  w i t n e s s .  3 
C e n t e r ,  1 7  M a r  6 8  

-
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(The hear ing  reconvened a t  0957 hours ,  25  February 
1970. ) 

10: The hear ing  w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  

RCDR: The fol lowing named persons a r e  p r e s e n t ,  LTG PEERS, 
MR WEST, MR MACCRATE, MR WALSH, and MAJ LYNN. 

S i r ,  the next  witness  is General Bruce PALMER. 

(GEN PALMER w a s  c a l l e d  as  a wi tness ,  was sworn, and 
t e s t i f i e d  as follows :) 

General PALMER, s i r ,  f o r  t h e  record ,  w i l l  you 
p lease  state your f u l l  name, grade,  and Soc ia l  Secur i ty  number? 

A. General Bruce PALMER, Jr., 

RCDR : And your o rgan iza t ion  and s t a t i o n ,  s i r ?  

A. V i c e  Chief of S t a f f ,  United S t a t e s  Army, Pentagon. 

RCDR: Thank you, sir. 

PO: 
with a 

General PALMER, we  normally have been going through 
combination of reading and ve rba l  i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  t h e  

witness.  I n  your case, I would ask you i f  you would read t h e s e  
i n s t r u c t i o n s  and simply ask you i f  you have any ques t ions  con­
cerning them? 

A. No. 

Q General PALMER, would you i n d i c a t e  when you became 
the  Deputy Commanding General of U.S. Army Vietnam and how long 
you r e t a i n e d  t h i s  p o s i t i o n ?  

A. It w a s  t h e  end of May o r  e a r l y  June 1967. I l e f t  
t h e r e  i n  mid-June 1968, about a year  on t h a t  job, a l i t t l e  more 
than a year .  

Q. For t h e  record ,  would you exp la in  b r i e f l y  what 
USARV r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  were f o r  t h e  America1 ~ i v i s i o n ?  

A. We had command, less o p e r a t i o n a l  c o n t r o l .  There 
was some confusion of t h i s  a u t h o r i t y  i n  t h e  beginning. 1'11 
explain t h a t .  The predecessor  of t h e  America1 ~ i v i s i o nwas 
Task Force Oregon. It was organized about March, Apr i l  1967, 
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became t h e  Americal Divis ion on 22  September 1967, t h e  same 
day t h a t  General KOSTER took command. While it was Task Force 
Oregon, General ROSSON commanded it. There was some disagree­
ment as  t o  j u s t  what t h e  admin i s t r a t ive  channel was because 
t h i s  was a very unusual circumstance,  where we had a U.S. 
d i v i s i o n  working i n  I Corps under the  o p e r a t i o n a l  c o n t r o l  of 
I11 MAF headquar ters ,  whose l o g i s t i c a l  support  came both ways. 
I t  came through t h e  Navy a t  Danang and a l s o  through t h e  Army 
south of t h e  Americal through Q u i  Nhon. We had a d iv ided  
l o g i s t i c  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  So t h e r e  was some ques t ion  a s  t o  
what USARV's p r e c i s e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  were. 

A s  a ma t t e r  of f a c t ,  General ROSSON had been ch ie f  
of s t a f f  of MACV and he had some ideas  of h i s  own. We f i n a l l y  
s o r t e d  it o u t ,  though, and a s  of t h e  time of t h i s  i n c i d e n t  it 
was d e f i n i t e l y  d i r e c t l y  under USARV f o r  command, l e s s  operat-  
i o n a l  c o n t r o l .  Now t h i s  means admin i s t r a t ion  personnel  rep lace-  
ment, l o g i s t i c  suppor t ,  t r a i n i n g .  J u s t  about everyth ing  r e a l l y  
except  t h e  conduct of the  opera t ions ,  which went through MACV 
channels;  i n  t h i s  case ,  through 111 MAF, d i r e c t l y  back t o  MACV. 
So i n  e f f e c t  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  were s p l i t .  

I suppose an obvious ques t ion  i n  so~nething l i k e  
the Son My i n c i d e n t ,  i s  how were these  normally handled? Well, 
normally t h e  r e p o r t  of an a t r o c i t y ,  i f  it came through channels 
i n  country,  would go up through opera t iona l  channels ,  MACV 
normally would t e l l  t h e  s e r v i c e  component t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  o r  
t ake  appropria. te a c t i o n .  So i f  i t ' s  an Army one, USARV; Navy, 
they had NXJFOR; Marines, it went to ILI an3 so on. Some­
t i m e s  t h ~ o u g h ,  and I ' d  say about a t  l e a s t  half of t h e  t i m e ,  
we'd g e t  word of an a l l e g e d  a t r o c i t y  from t h e  S t a t e s ,  normally 
from a newspaper r e p o r t  o r  some discharged s o l d i e r  o r  something 
l i k e  t h a t .  Normally, we would g e t  a query from the  Department 
of t h e  Army and, I must say t h e  DA, o r  back h e r e  a t  the  Pentagon, 
wasn ' t  always t o o  c o n s i s t e n t - Sometimes it would go t o  MACV, 
i f  it came t o  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  of t h e  j o i n t  c h i e f s  and then 
would go t o  t h e  proper  compone~:t, o r  from the  Department of 
Army d i r e c t l y  t o  USARV. Our normal procedure was t o  t u r n  it 
over  t o  t h e  s e n i o r  commander i n  whose a r e a  o r  command t h e  
a t r o c i t y  a l l e g e d l y  occurred. H i s  normal procedure w a s  t o  
t u r n  it over t o  an I G ,  f o r  a normal I G  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

So you s e e ,  i f  it d i d  come t o  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  it 
w a s  USARV's job t o  a s s ign  o r  des igna te  a commander t o  t ake  
t h e  necessary a c t i o n .  We d id  n o t  normally do it wi th  our I G .  
u sua l ly  a d i v i s i o n  I G  would d~ it. 
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Q- Would you say ,  then ,  General PALMER, by t h e  time 
we g e t  down t o  about t h e  middle of March, t h a t  t h e  Americal 
~ i v i s i o no r  t h e  23d Divis ion r e l a t i o n s h i p  wi th  USARVand wi th  
respect t o  111 MA.would be about t h e  same of any o t h e r  combat 
d iv i s ion  wi th  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  f i e l d  force?  

Y e s .  

Q. General PALMER, I have h e r e  some e x t r a c t s  from 
USARV. One i s  j o i n t  message form 176, from USARV t o  CINCUSARPAC. 
The t o p  one i s  from t h e  Army Operation Center Daily Suminary, 
dated 17 March. I have these  i n  t h e  o l d  message form b u t  t h e  
bottom i n d i c a t e s  t h e  i n i t i a l  e n t r i e s  t h a t  came i n .  One you 
w i l l  n o t i c e  from USARDAY, s t a r t i n g  a t  0800 on t h e  16 th ,  G800 
on t h e  15 th ,  0860 on t h e  16th  which i n d i c a t e s  by 0800 Char l ie  
Company had k i l l e d  a t o t a l  of 2 1  and captured 6 ind iv idua l  
weapons. You w i l l  n o t i c e  t h e  e n t r y  on the  fol lowing day. I t  
updates t h i s  and has t h i s  i n c l u s i v e ,  t h e  2 1  i n c l u s i v e  wi th in  
the 128. The Army Operation Center simply says  t h e  same th ing .  
Were you f a m i l i a r  with these  r e p o r t s ?  (Exhibi t  R-28 w a s  
reviewed by t h e  wi tness . )  

A. Not t h e s e  p a r t i c u i a r  ones. I was f a m i l i a r  with 
the  r e p o r t  procedure.  Here aga in ,  t h e  normal o p e r a t i o n a l  re ­
p o r t s  went t o  MACV and we would be s o r t  of i n  t h e  s i d e l i n e ,  
b u t  we t r i e d  t o  keep t r a c k  of them i n  o rde r  t o  be a b r e a s t  wi th  
advance planning and support  t h e  opera t ions  and s o  on. We 
weren ' t  i n  t h e  d i r e c t  o p e r a t i o n a l  r e p o r t i n g  channel. What we 
d i d ,  we e s t a b l i s h e d  l i a i s o n  with t h e s e  headquarters  and event ­
u a i l y  go t  copies  of t h e i r  ope ra t iona l  r e p o r t s  o r  g o t  it by 
phone i n  an odd s i t u a t i o n  where we knew they had c a s u a l t i e s  
and needed replacements and t h a t  s o r t  of th ing .  

Q- I n  t h e  case of t h e  America1 Divis ion ,  it takes  a  
l i t t l e  doing. We could walk you through it b u t  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  
it i s  necessary.  But USARV was on t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  f o r  t h e  
America1 D i v i s i o n ' s  SITKEPS. 

A. I was f a m i l i a r  w i t h  t h a t .  

Q. I n  a d d i t i o n ,  we f i n d  t h a t  s i n c e  your people from 
your G3, work very c lose ly  with t h e  3 3  of MACV, they had per ­
i o d i c  updates between t h e  headquar ters ,  and s o  t h e r e  was r e a l l y  
no problem i n  keeping you updated i n  v e r i f y i n g  t h e  information 
which you had. 
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A- Right.  

Q- But I11 MAF d i d  n o t  r e p o r t  d i r e c t l y  t o  you. But 
as a  ma t t e r  of information they  d i d  provide a r e p o r t  t o  the  
Danang Support Command and a l s o  t o  t h e  p r o v i s i o n a l  corps.  

A. Y e s .  

(2- W e l l ,  I wouldn ' t  expect  you would be f a m i l i a r  wi th  
everyth ing  a c t u a l l y  t h a t  came i n ;  you might have remembered 
t h i s  day. 

A. I t h i n k  t h i s  was probably d i f f e r e n t  with t h e  
Americal because it seems t o  m e  we g o t  it from t h e  f i e l d  f o r c e  
r a t h e r  than  d i v i s i o n ,  s i n c e  t h e  Americal was a Marine f i e l d  
fo rce ,  why we g o t  it from them d i r e c t .  Normally from t h e  o t h e r  
d i v i s i o n s ,  u . S .  Army d i v i s i o n s ,  we d i d n ' t  g e t  one. 

Q I d i t i n ' t  r e c a l l  when I commanded t h e  4th t h a t  I 
s e n t  i n  a r e p o r t  d i r e c t l y  t o  USARV. 

A. We g o t  it from t h e  f i e l d  fo rce .  I n c i d e n t l y ,  w e  
had d i r e c t  te lephone 1 i n e s . i n t o  a l l  of t h e s e  headquar ters ,  
d i v i s i o n s  and f i e l d  f o r c e s  and l a t e r  t h e  XXIVth Corps. 

Q Well, t h e  only t h i n g  t h a t  I can th ink  of t h a t  would 
have caused you ts have reme~5eredthis p a r t i c u l a r  f i g u r e  is  
t h a t  t h i s  128  KIA by t h e  11th  Brigade w a s  t h e  g r e a t e s t  success  
they had had s i n c e  t h e i r  a r r i v a l  i n  country.  I t  may have con­
ce ivably  s tuck  i n  your mind. 

A. I found o u t  l a t e r  t h a t  t h i s  was s o ,  only as a 
r e s u l t  of t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  A s  a mat ter  of f a c t ,  W,CV made 
some comment i n  t h e i r  o p e r a t i o n a l  r epor t ing  t o  t h i s  e f f e c t .  
The updating, as you know, i s  a f a i r l y  r o u t i n e  t h i n g ,  t h a t  they  
update t h e  weapons count  and t h a t  s o r t  of t h i n g  i f  t h e r e  is 
a major d i f f e r e n c e  from t h e  i n i t i a l  r e p o r t .  Often our  own 
c a s u a l t i e s  would go down from t h e  i n i t i a l  r e p o r t .  For example 
missing i n  a c t i o n  would be found and t h a t  s o r t  of th ing .  
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Q- With r e s p e c t  t o  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  opera t ion ,  General 
PALMER, d i d  you ever  see  a r e p o r t  o r  hear  of a r e p o r t  of any 
kind which would have ind ica ted  t o  you t h a t  something unusual 
may have taken p lace  i n  Son My Vi l l age  i n  Quang Ngai Province 
on o r  about t h e  middle of March 1968 involv ing  U.S, fo rces?  

A. No, when t h i s  t h i n g  f i r s t  broke, it was back i n  
~ p r i lof 1969. W e  go t  word of it when General WHEELER g o t  one 
of the  letters from M r .  RIDENHOUR. Colonel McCALL, General 
WHEELER'S execut ive  immediately s e n t  a copy of it t o  Colonel 
FORRESTER, my execut ive.  H e  showed it t o  m e  and t h e  SGS and 
s h o r t l y  t h e r e a f t e r ,  t h e  ch ie f  and t h e  s e c r e t a r y  were t o l d  about  
it. A t  t h a t  t i m e ,  FORRESTER s a i d  he had vague r e c o l l e c t i o n s  
of something l i k e  t h a t .  Af te r  t h e  I G  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  you know 
the  story--the I G  then i n v e s t i g a t e d  it a f t e r  some back channel 
e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  n e i t h e r  MACV o r  USARV had any record .  
Then t h e  I G  recommended t h a t  C I D  g e t  i n t o  it, That was i n  
August a s  I r e c a l l ,  when he t s a n s f e r r d  it t o  them. Then i n  
November, I f o r g e t  t h e  exac t  d a t e ,  MG KNOWLTON s e n t  another  
message o u t  t h e r e  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  more information from USARV and 
MACV. By t h a t  t i m e  t h e  Vietnamese government had go t t en  i n  t h e  
a c t  and they had made some r a t h e r  unfor tunate  s ta tements ,  say­
i ng  t h e r e  w a s  nothing t o  it. But it was obvious t o  us ,  they 
d i d n ' t  r e a l i z e  the U.S. had some f a c t s  t h a t  they d i d n ' t  know 
about. So we brought t h i s  t o  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  of General ABRAMS 
through C a r t e r  TOViiVSEND h i s  ch ie f  of s t a f f .  A t  t h a t  t i m e ,  
KNOWLTON s e n t  a back channel i n  which he quoted me as  having 
vague memories of such a th ing .  I c a n ' t  p inpo in t  t h a t .  We 
had, about once a month o r  every 6 weeks, w e  would have an 
a t r o c i t y  case.  I can remember i n  t h e  1st Cav a r a t h e r  celeb- 
r a t e d  one, 1st Divis ion had one, I can remember the--1'11 take  
t h a t  back, I d i d n ' t  remember it. I t  came back, I d i d n ' t  remernb- 
er it. It came back t o  my mind when I saw t h e  l i s t  t h a t  t h e  
genera l  counsel  complied of t h e  a t r o c i t i e s  s i n c e  1966, 49 of 
them a t  t h e  time it was compiled. One of them w a s  the Americal, 
t h e  198th Brigade, which w a s  about t h i s  t i m e  o r  a l a t e r - ­

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  The l a t t e r  p a r t  of  May o r  f i r s t  
p a r t  of June. 

A. That w a s  t h e  type  of a t r o c i t y  w e  were g e t t i n g .  
I n  o t h e r  words, it would be m u t i l a t i o n  of a corpse.  This w a s  
about one-for th o r  one-third of the  cases .  The o t h e r  would 
normally be mistreatment  of a p r i s o n e r ,  murder, rape of s e v e r a l  
people, which was a l i t t l e  unusual,  because usual ly  these  th ings  
would involve only one man, sometimes two. 

5 APP T-391 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

I do r e c a l l  t h a t  one had about f o u r  o r  f i v e  men 
involved.  These were a l l  i n v e s t i g a t e d .  About h a l f  t h e  t i m e ,  
I would judge they  w e r e  u n s u b s t a n t i a t e d  and about  h a l f  t h e  
t i m e  they were s u b s t a n t i a t e d  and d i s c i p l i n a r y  a c t i o n  was taken .  
I c a n ' t  recal l  t h i s  one. I do have something tugging  i n  t h e  
back of my .mind b u t  I c a n ' t  p i n p o i n t  it. I am s u r e  of one 
t h i n g  though, whatever  i s  tugging  i n  my mind, it w a s n ' t  one of 
t h i s  magnitude. To my knowledge t h i s  i s  t h e  f i r s t  and on ly  one 
t h a t  involved  a whole u n i t .  I ' m  s u r e  i f  t h a t  w a s  the case, I ' d  
s u r e  as heck be able t o  remember t h a t .  

Q. W e l l ,  t h e r e  w a s  an  i n c i d e n t  t h a t  took  p l a c e  j u s t  
n o r t h  of  Quang Ngai C i t y  i n  t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  of  May which d i d n ' t  
come t o  l i g h t  u n t i l  e a r l y  June,  somewhat a f t e r  General  KOSTER 
l e f t  and on t h i s  an i n v e s t i g a t i n g  o f f i c e r  was appointed.  I 
t h i n k  t h a t  you p r e v i o u s l y  i n t i m a t e d  it was a n a s t y  case, in ­
vo lv ing  t h e  r ape  o f  a V i e t  Cong nurse ,  and t h e r e  were t h r e e  
o r  f o u r  people  involved .  I c a n ' t  recall  t h e  e x a c t  d e t a i l s .  

A. W e l l ,  i t ' s  p o s s i b l e  t h i s  i s  one t h a t  i s  b o t h e r i n g  
m e  because I l e f t  about  t h a t  t i m e .  I d i d n ' t  see t h i s  l ist 
un- t i1  I came back.  Some of t h e  ca ses  I recognized  r i g h t  away. 

Q. W e l l ,  t h e n ,  you hea rd  no th ing  concerning--I  t a k e  
it from what you have indicated--concerning any th ing  i n  Opera- 
t i o n  Muscatine? 

A. No. 

Q. O r  Task Force  Barker?  

A. But what d i d  b o t h e r  FORRESTER and myself ,  w e  had 
hea rd  t h i s  e x p r e s s i o n  " P i n k v i l l e "  b e f o r e .  N e i t h e r  one of  us 
t o  t h i s  day can p i ~ i p o i n t  when w e  f i r s t  heard  t h i s  exp res s ion .  
W e  d o n ' t  know whether  it w a s  a r e s u l t  of RIDENHOUR'S l e t t e r  or 
e a r l i e r .  Apparent ly  i n  t h e  A m e r i c a l ,  they  had c a l l e d  t h i s  
a r e a  t h a t  f o r  some t i m e .  

Q m  C e r t a i n l y  w i t h i n  t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade.  

A. The r ea son  FORRESTER had some memories h e r e ,  he  
took over  t h e  3d Brigade of  t h e  4 th  D iv i s ion  which had j u s t  
been r edes igna t ed .  That  would be t h e  3/25. H e  had talcen them 
over  i n  t h e  f a l l  of 1967, wh i l e  they  w e r e  s t i l l  i n  t h e  Duc 
Pho area. 
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Q - It w a s  January,  I be l i eve  be fo re  he took over  from 
George WARE? 

- A. Tha t ' s  r i g h t .  Then they moved i n t o  Binh Dinh and 
the 11th  Brigade which w a s  t h i s  o u t f i t ,  moved t o  the  Duc Pho 
 


2 a rea  as a q u i e t  area where they w e r e  supposed t o  t r a i n .  I 
 

v i s i t i n g  them, e i t h e r  i n  November o r  December 1967 

when Andy LIPSCOMB had t h e  br igade.  I t a l k e d  t o  a couple of 
t h e i r  p la toons  who had come back from a t r a i n i n g  exe rc i se  and 
they became opera t iona l  i n  t h i s  a r e a ,  the  Muscatine a r e a  i n  
January 1968, s o  t h a t  he had been i n  t h e r e .  We had heard t h a t  
p i n k v i l l e  t h i n g  before .  I c a n ' t  t e l l  you when o r  why o r  what. 
I got i n  the  Americal Divis ion a r e a  about once every 6 weeks. 
People from USARV, t h e  s t a f f  o f f i c e r s  were probably up t h e r e  
a t  l e a s t  once a week. However, t h e r e  was a gap t h e r e  i n  t h e  
f i r s t  2 weeks of Tet.  W e  were so  busy down around Long Binh 
defending ourse lves ,  t h a t  nobody went anywhere. 

Q I t ' s  a l s o  t r u e  t h a t  much of t h e  a t t a c k  on Quang
Ngai City-­

A. ( In te rpos ing)  That was a b i g  a c t i o n  going on-­

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  Developed from t h e  Son My a r e a  
which could have been c l a s s i f i e d  a s  P i n k v i l l e .  

A. I recall dur ing  t h i s  per iod  of time t h a t  Danang 
was the  one t h a t  was threa tened.  

Q. And Hue. 

A. Hue w a s  h e l l ,  and Danang was i n f i l t r a t e d  bu t  the  
area  t h a t  we  w e r e  worrying about i n  I Corps o r  the  America1 
s e c t o r  was t h e  Danang a r e a ,  no t  t h i s  one. 

Q. One of t h e  problems, General PALMER, t h a t  we had 
encountered from t i m e  t o  time with the  Americal Divis ion has 
t o  do with t h e  f a c t  t h a t  it was a nonstandard d i v i s i o n ,  t h e  
f a c t  t h a t  it had s e p a r a t e  br igades  with s e p a r a t e  u n i t s  assigned 
t o  them and a l s o  t h e  d i v i s i o n  was a huge t h i n g ,  sometimes from 
24,000 t o  27,000 and was somewhat cumbersome. I wonder i f  you 
would c a r e  t o  comment on t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  p o i n t ?  

7 APP T-391 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL .USE ONLY 
 
 

A. This i s  t r u e .  It was the  l a r g e s t  American Army 
d i v i s i o n  t h e r e ,  and it I s  t r u e  t h a t  it was made up of t h e  t h r e e  
separa te ,  independent br igades  which had been configured as  
se l f - sus ta in ing .  General WESTMORELAND conceived t h i s  idea  of 
br inging c e r t a i n  br igades  toge the r  and c a l l i n g  them the  Americal 
Division. I t  had been done by General MACARTHUR i n  World War 
I 3  i n  the  P a c i f i c .  The same t h i n g  occurred, where they brought 
i n  some s e p a r a t e  regiments t h a t  were i n  d i f f e r e n t  a reas  of t h e  
P a c i f i c ,  where they  had pu l l ed  them toge the r  and made t h e  
Americal Divis ion.  Tha t ' s  where he go t  t h e  i d e a  of t h e  name. 
In  the e a r l i e r  days,  where t h e r e  were fewer t roops ,  the  separa te  
br igade was q u i t e  use fu l  because you could send it t o  a new 
area .  I t  was s e l f - s u s t a i n i n g ,  complete. You d i d n ' t  have t o  
t e a r  up a d i v i s i o n  t o  p u l l  a br igade-sized fo rce  o u t  of the  , 
d i v i s i o n .  General WESTMORELAND very much l i k e d  the  i d e a  of 
the  independent br igades i n  t h e  e a r l y  days. Then when we had 
enough t roops  where they d i d n ' t  have t o  do t h i s  f i r e  br igade 
business--some u n i t s  were l i k e  a yo-yo, going up and down t h e  
coas t  of Vietnam, he conceived the  i d e a  of p u l l i n g  t h r e e  b r i -  
gades toge the r .  H i s  i n i t i a l  i d e a  was preserve  the  independent 
a spec t  of t h e  br igade  so t h a t  i f  he had t o  r e i n f o r c e  somewhere 
he could s t i l l  do it without  t e a r i n g  up t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  d iv i s ion .  
I n  t h e  beginning, we  t r i e d  t o  do t h i s .  The d i v i s i o n  headquarters 
and s o  c a l l e d  d i v i s i o n  base was an ad hoc t h i n g  t o  s t a r t  with.  
The headquarters  a c t u a l l y  came from MACV, USARV and whatever 
sources they could f i n d  when we f i r s t  formed Task Force Oregon. 
The s i g n a l  u n i t  was an ad hoc u n i t  t h a t  w a s  pu l l ed  toge the r  
from o t h e r  s i g n a l  o u t f i t s ,  t h e  same was with t h e  MP 's . We d i d  
p u l l  a s e p a r a t e  corps type engineer  b a t t a l i o n  up t h e r e  f o r  them. 
We had a s e p a r a t e  armored caval ry  squadron; medics were separate .  
Then as  t h e  space squeeze became more apparent ,  we had an over- 
a l l  c e i l i n g  on t h e  number of t roops we could have i n  Vietnam. 
There were s o  many t h i n g s  we wanted. We i n  USARV f e l t  we  
cou ldn ' t  a f f o r d  t h e  luxury of t h e  way the  America1 was organized. 
So we f i n a l l y  convinced General WESTMORELAND t h a t  we had t o  
make the  Americal more l i k e  o t h e r  d i v i s i o n s  and form a more 
conventional d i v i s i o n  base,  p u l l  t h e  engineers  and medics and 
so on from each br igade  and convent ional ize it. He r e l u c t a n t l y  
approved t h i s .  Even t o  t h i s  day though, the  br igades  a r e  s t i l l  , 
c a l l e d  with a s e p a r a t e  des ignat ion  and they a r e  s t i l l  a l i t t l e  
b i t  d i f f e r e n t  from t h e  s tandard  br igade.  I n  the  mean t i m e ,  t 
they s e n t  some a d d i t i o n a l  b a t t a l i o n s  over  t h e r e ,  i n f a n t r y  
b a t t a l i o n s .  The o r i g i n a l  p lan  was t h a t  each s e p a r a t e  br igade  
of the  Americal would have g o t t e n  an e x t r a  b a t t a l i o n  which 
would have given them 1 2  b a t t a l i o n s ,  i n f a n t r y  b a t t a l i o n s ,  which 
would have been by f a r  the  l a r g e s t  d i v i s i o n .  One was d i v e r t e d  ,, 

and it only ended up wi th  11 b a t t a l i o n s .  I t h i n k  a t  t h i s  t i m e  
it s t i l l  has 11 b a t t a l i o n s .  I t  s t i l l  made it awful big.  E 
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9. J u s t  coming i n ,  t h e  4 th  B a t t a l i o n  of t h e  21s t  had 
been organized with the  l l t h  b u t  d i d n ' t  deploy with t h e  l l t h  
and came i n  about 3 months l a t e r ,  a c t u a l l y .  

A. But it w a s  a d i f f i c u l t  one t o  organize  and command 
because of  this o rgan iza t iona l  abe r ra t ion .  

9. And a t  one t i m e ,  they had f i v e  s e p a r a t e  br igades.  

A. .You're r i g h t .  Before they we,nt up t h e r e ,  they 
had the  3/4, then they moved a br igade of t h e  1st Cav up t h e r e ,  
and then  t h e  America1 moved and a t  one time they d i d  have f i v e  
br igades.  

9. W e l l ,  General PALMER, I have a copy of a let ter 
which you addressed t o  General Harold K.  JOHNSON on 15 June ' 
1968. You probably donf t remember t h i s  l e t t e r  bu t  you may 
want t o  r e f r e s h  your memory. 

A. I remember w r i t i n g  him s e v e r a l  letters.  

Q. W e l l ,  t h i s  seems a very p e r t i n e n t  le t ter  t o  some 
of our a c t i v i t i e s  and a f t e r  you reviewed it, I would ask you 
i f  you would have any ob jec t ion  of us e n t e r i n g  t h i s  l e t t e r  i n t o  
the  record  as &I e x h i b i t .  

A. I do recall t h i s  ie t ter ,  I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  remember 
what t r i g g e r e d  it. I th ink  General JOHNSON had go t t en  a couple 
of horrendous l e t t e r s  from people t a l k i n g  about a l l eged  mal- 
t rea tment  of p r i soners .  I th ink  he asked me t o  pu t  my per ­
sonal  a t t e n t i o n  t o  it, which I d i d .  A s  I pointed o u t ,  a f o u r t h  
of t h e  w a r  crimes we w e r e  g e t t i n g  I would say was maltreatment 
of the  p r i s o n e r s .  

Q - The reason we a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h i s ,  General 
PXLW3Rf throughout t h e  course of our  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  we cont inue 
t o  run i n t o  t h e s e  p e r i p h e r a l  i s s u e s  such as  the adequacy of 
t r a i n i n g  and t h e  adequacy of what p o l i c i e s  were and th ings  
of t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  category. I t  is our  f e e l i n g  t h a t  t h i s  
l e t t e r  would be h e l p f u l  i n  our  a n a l y s i s .  

A. W e l l ,  i t ' s  a cons tan t  problem because of your 
cons tant  turnover .  The company commander is  changing about 
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every 6 months o r  s o  and new men a r e  coming i n  a l l  t h e  t i m e .  
We f e l t  t h a t  t h e  o r i e n t a t i o n  back home, as  t h i s  l e t t e r  poin ted  
o u t ,  wasn ' t  concre te  enough. I th ink  i t ' s  b e t t e r  now, a s  I 
understand. This may have done some good back he re .  The 
tendency i n  t h e  p a s t  was t o  make it too  a b s t r a c t .  You want t o  
t a l k  about. t h e  Geneva Convention i n  l e g a l  terms and r e a l l y  
g e t t i n g  down t o  b rass  t acks  i n  a s p e c i f i c  case and what is 
maltreatment and what i s n ' t .  

Q - W e ' l l  d e f i n i t e l y  have some comments i n  t h i s  regard.  I 
A. I d o n ' t  mind you us ing  t h a t  l e t t e r  a t  a l l .  

RCDR: S i r ,  t h i s  l e t t e r  w i l l  be en te red  i n t o  t h e  record  
and marked as Exh ib i t  M-123. 

Q - I ' m  n o t  going t o  ask you t o  review a l l  t h e s e  de- 
ta i l s  General PALMER, bu t  j u s t  t o  r e f r e s h  your memory, I ' d  
l i k e  t o  just  show you some documents t h a t  have t o  do with 
t rea tment  of noncombatants and repor t ing  and so  on, j u s t  t o  
r e f r e s h  your memory. I ' m  s u r e  you know a l l  of these .  These 
are Exhibi t s  D-1,  D-6, M-48 and M-82. There a l s o  i s  a message 
which went o u t  from MACV on t h e  mat ter  of mistreatment  o f  de- 
t a i n e e s  i n  February 1968, along with a l e t t e r  which General 
WESTMORELAND s e n t  t o  General V I E N  and which, I would be s u r e  
i n  your capac i ty ,  you a r e  we l l  aware of it. 

(The wi tness  reviewed these  documents.) I 
A. One reason t h a t  t h i s  was necessary,  we had in-  
s t ances  where an advisor  wi th  a Vietnamese u n i t  would be com­
promised by a Vietnamese i n t e r r o g a t i o n ,  mistreatment ,  o r  tor ­
t u r e  which appeared a s  though t h e  advisor  was condoning it. I 
wanted t o  make s u r e  t h e  advisor  understood tkAe c u r r e n t  n a t i o n a l  
pol icy .  

Q - These a r e  simply some d i r e c t i v e s  which USARV and 
Headquarters,  MACV General PALMER, had publ ished on such th ings  
as  s e r i o u s  i n c i d e n t s  r e p o r t s ,  a r t i l l e r y  i n c i d e n t  r e p o r t s  and 
th ings  of t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  category. I j u s t  want t o  show you 
these  and then  a f t e r  you g e t  through looking a t  t h e  t i t l es  and 
s o  on, I would l i k e  t o  address a ques t ion  t o  you t o  ob ta in  your 
impression, t o  g e t  your broad comments on USARV and MACV p o l i c i e  
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with r e spec t  t o  t h e  t rea tment  and handl ing of noncombatants 
and t he  t rea tment  and handling of PW's and a l s o  the  r e p o r t i n g  
of any i n c i d e n t  o r  a t r o c i t y  of any v a r i e t y ,  t o  g e t  j u s t  a 
feel f o r  t h e  po l i cy  and t h e  emphasis which USARV placed upon 
t h i s  type of a c t i v i t y  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  combat s i t u a t i o n  
in South Vietnam. 

A. General WESTMORELAND pu t  a l o t  of  emphasis, per ­
sonal ly ,  on t h i s  whole ques t ion  of no t  only t r e a t i n g  the  enemy 
properly bu t  our  Vietnamese a l l i e s .  A s  he poin ted  o u t ,  you 
never knew who you were t a l k i n g  t o ,  wi th  t h e  enemy mixed up 
with t h e  c i v i l i a n  populat ion,  and it d i d n ' t  make any sense . 
a t  a11 t o  do anything bu t  show the  proper r e s p e c t  f o r  V i e t ­
namese people,  enemy o r  f r i e n d l y .  I know t h a t  he a l s o  t a l k e d  
t o  General CHAE about t h i s  and t h e  Korean groups because we 
had heard t h e  Vietnamese v i l l a g e r s  were p r a c t i c a l l y  t e r r i f i e d  
of ROK t roops .  H e  t a l k e d  t o  General CHAE about t h i s ,  even 
though he had no opera t iona l  c o n t r o l  over  t h e  t roops .  I would 
say though, probably i n  every combat t h e a t e r ,  when t h e  combat 
opera t ions  were a t  a high p o i n t ,  t h e  major offensive--I 'm s u r e  
t h a t  I would pu t  more a t t e n t i o n  on t h a t ,  more than  anything 
else a t  t h e  t i m e .  You know, y o u r s e l f ,  as a commander, you 
only have s o  many hours i n  a day and you have t o  g ive  p r i o r i t y  
a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e s e  th ings  you f e e l  must come f i r s t  a t  any p a r t i -  
cu la r  p o i n t  i n  t ime. 

Q- Can you i n d i c a t e ,  General PALMER, what means General 
WESTMORELAND and yourse l f  and o t h e r  commanders used t o  emphasize 
the  proper handl ing and t rea tment  of  noncombatants and PW's, 
a s ide  from w r i t t e n  d i r e c t i v e s ?  

A. They had a commander's conference which was a 
combination of a l l i e d  and U.S. commanders', t h i s  was an oppor­
t u n i t y .  W e  a l s o  had, you r e c a l l ,  t h e  q u a r t e r l y  progress  re ­
por t s .  This i s  p r imar i ly  a Vietnamese show bu t  then the  U.S. 
commanders were t h e r e  and d iscussed  th ings  of common i n t e r e s t .  
I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  s p e c i f i c a l l y  now t h i s  s u b j e c t  coming up, I ' m  
t r y i n g  t o  remember. 

Q. Well, it d id  come up a few t i m e s  a s  a mat ter  of 
f a c t ,  we  have record  of it, of General WESTMORELAND having 
discussed it i n  December 1967 a t  one time i n  Nha Trang, i n  
cons iderable  depth.  Above and beyond t h a t ,  and I d o n ' t  mean 
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t o  pu t  words o r  thoughts  i n  your mind, bu t  t h e  t h i n g  t h a t  I 
always r e c a l l  w a s  t h e  emphasis which General WESTMORELAND 
and then General HEINTGES and yourse l f  and t h e  o t h e r s  appl ied  
t o  t h i s  dur ing  t h e  v i s i t s  t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n  o r  t h e  o t h e r  combat 
u n i t s  which were q u i t e  f requent ,  I personal ly  hard ly  recall 
a time when General WESTMORELAND d i d n ' t  have something t o  
say on it. Could you comment on t h a t ?  

A. Y e s .  This is  so ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  r e s p e c t  t o  
dea l ing  wi th  t h e  f r i e n d l y  populat ion,  the  conduct of our  
t roops.  This was o f t e n  hammered on and we t r i e d  t o  t a l k  t o  
new replacements. I remember you used t o  t a l k  t o  a l l  your 
new men by p la toons  and I know you had me t a l k  t o  some once. 
This is  s tandard  SOP i n  a l l  d i v i s i o n s ,  t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander, 
ch ie f  of s t a f f ,  s e n i o r  o r  ADC o r  a sen io r  o f f i c e r  would per ­
sona l ly  t a l k  t o  every new group of people coming i n .  This is 
one of t h e  s u b j e c t s  t h a t  you would normally touch upon. I 
d o n ' t  t h i n k  I can add much more t o  t h a t .  

Q W e l l ,  I t h i n k  t h a t  has been very h e l p f u l  a s  f a r  
a s  I ' m  concerned. M r .  MACCRATE, do you have some ques t ions?  

MR MACCRATE: I have j u s t  one s u b j e c t  I would l i k e  t o  pursue,  
General PALMER. You mentioned the  advisory teams and i m ­
p ress ing  upon t h e m  t h e i r  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  f o r  r e p o r t i n g  and 
f o r  making c e r t a i n  t h a t  what they observed accorded with t h e  
Geneva Convention r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s .  I n  t h i s  r ega rd ,  what w e r e  
t he  r e p o r t i n g  channels of the advisory teams? I f  an a l l eged  
a t r o c i t y  came t o  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  of an advisory team member, t o  
whom should t h e  advisory team member make a r e p o r t ?  

A. H e  had h i s  own channels ,  t h e  advisory channels.  
It  would s t a r t  o u t  a t  t h e  lowest l e v e l  on the  m i l i t a r y  s i d e ,  
i n f a n t r y  b a t t a l i o n  adv i so r ,  t o  t h e  regimental adv i so r ,  t o  t h e  
d i v i s i o n  advisor ,  t o  t h e  deputy adv i so r ,  t o  t h e  corps commanderr 
who is a colonel .  The s e n i o r ,  t he  top  advisor ,  being double 
headed as the U.S. f i e l d  fo rce  o r  corps commander f o r  example 
i n  I1 Corps i f  t h e r e  w a s  such a r e p o r t ,  one of t h e  22d o r  23d 
ARVN Divis ion i n  I1 Corps, it would have come up t h a t  advisory 
chain t o  t h e  deputy adv i so r  who a t  t h a t  time had been r a i s e d  t o  
the  grade of b r i g a d i e r  genera l .  I f  it were s e r i o u s  o r  came t o  
the  s e n i o r  a d v i s o r ' s  a t t e n t i o n ,  a t h r e e  star U.S. genera l ,  who 
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would then t a k e  it up wi th  the  corps commander. There were 
ins tances  of t h i s ,  where we had an unusual ly bad i n c i d e n t  
occur which our  adv i so r s  knew about,  and we f e l t  w e  cou ldn ' t  
stand s t i l l  f o r  it. I t  would go up t h e  chain and i f  it was 
ser ious enough, it would go, you s e e ,  from t h e  r e s t  of the  
chain t o  t h e  corps advisor .  I t  would go then t o  MACV and i f  
it was s e r i o u s  enough, General WESTMORELAND woul?. take  it up 
d i r e c t l y  wi th  General VIEN.  We had some i n c i d e n t s  of t h a t  
na ture  where we cou ldn ' t  condone t h e  mistreatment  of p r i soners .  

Q W e l l ,  i f  the advisor  t o  t h e  province chief- ­

A. ( In te rpos ing)  That ' s  t h e  o t h e r  s i d e ,  t h e  CORDS 
chain of command. 

&0 I f  the m i l i t a r y  adv i so r ,  who might be t h e  deputy 
province adv i so r ,  received an a l l e g a t i o n  of an a t r o c i t y ,  what 
were h i s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  with r e s p e c t  t o  r e p o r t i n g  t h a t  a t r o ­
c i t y  under t h e  e s t a b l i s h e d  procedures.  Would it be u l t ima te ly  
t o  USARV o r  t o  MACV? 

A. MACV. The CORDS had a s e p a r a t e  channel,  then it 
came t o g e t h e r  a t  t h e  corps channel and went u l t i m a t e l y  t o  
MACV. USARV w a s  no t  i n  t h e  advisory channels t h a t  p a r a l l e l  
the o p e r a t i o n a l  channels ,  and i n c i d e n t l y  t h a t ' s  t h e  primary 
reason you had t h i s  s p l i t  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  between USARV and 
MACV because they wanted t o  b r ing  t h e  advisory and o p e r a t i o n a l  
channels toge the r .  There is no coun te rpa r t  t o  USARV i n  t h e  
Vietnamese o rgan iza t ion .  They go from the Vie tna iese  corps 
t o  t h e  j o i n t  genera l  s t a f f  which is a t  t h e  MACV l e v e l .  There 
is  no Vietnamese army command a s  such as USARV. The army 
command and j o i n t  genera l  s t a f f  a r e  t h e  same. That is one 
reason General WESTMORELAND s e t  it up s o  t h a t  USARV had t h i s  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  a s  OPCON and kept  t h e  advisory and o p e r a t i o n a l  
channel s e p a r a t e  through t h e  MACV s i d e  of t h e  house. These 
were t i c k l i s h  and hard t o  handle because t h e  l o c a l  advisor  
had t o  use h i s  good judgment. I f  it w e r e  minor, he would 
warn h i s  c o u n t e r p a r t ,  "Say, look we  d o n ' t  do t h i s  kind of 
thing."  I f  it w a s  s e r i o u s  and t h e  man d i d n ' t  pay any a t t e n t i o n  
t o  him, then  he,  under d i r e c t i v e s ,  had t o  r e p o r t  it, and d id .  

Q. If t h e  a t r o c i t y  were committed by Americans and 
a r e p o r t  came from Vietnamese channels t o  a member of an 
advisory team, what then  was t h e  r e s p o n s i b l i t y  of t h e  advisory 
team? + 
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A. Exactly t h e  same. Report t o  h igher  headquarters  
through h i s  channels.  That channel was t h e  MACV channel. 
This p a r t i c u l a r  one, I quess ,  went from d i s t r i c t  t o  Quang Ngai 
Province d i r e c t l y  to ,  I guess ,  I11 MAF or DEPCORDS. 

10: It would go t o  DEPCORDS. 

A. DEPCORDS t o  I11 MAF. 

Q Which a t  t h a t  t i m e  would have been Ambassador 
KOREN. 
A. Y e s ,  bu t  KOREN and then from t h e r e  back t o  Ambas­
sador HOMER i n  MACV i f  it followed the  CORDS chain .  Often, 
though, t h e  province adv i so r s  went d i r e c t  t o  Saigon and by­
passed t h e  co rps ,  bu t  something l i k e  you a r e  t a l k i n g  about 
would follow t h e  OPCON channel.  It would have gone through 
111 MAF CORDS back t o  MACV CORDS. 

Q - Properly it would also have gone t o  111 MAF would 
it not?  

Y e s .  

Q - When it goes t o  DEPCORDS of I CORPS which is 

A. ( In te rpos ing)  The deputy--
' \ 

Q - ( In te rpos ing)  T o  I11 MAF. So, l o g i c a l l y ,  it would 
have t o  go t o  I11 MAF and then t h e  dec i s ion  would be made 
whether it went i n  DEPCORDS channels or whether it went I11 
MAF channels. 

A. Right.  

MR MACCRATE: I n  your opinion,  w a s  t h e r e  any ambiguity with 
r e s p e c t  t o  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  as f a r  a s  advisory team members , 

w e r e  concerned, i f  t h e  American fo rces  were involved r a t h e r  
than t h e  Vietnamese fo rces  they were advis ing? 

A. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  so. I f  you are a U.S. o f f i c e r ,  whether 
you are an adv i so r  or  i n  an opera t iona l  u n i t ,  i f  you are aware 
of a U.S. misdoing you a r e  duty bound t o  r e p o r t  it. The channels 
a r e  s l i g h t l y  d i f f e r e n t ,  bu t  I d o n ' t  see any ambiguity as f a r  as 
t he  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of r e p o r t i n g  it. 
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10: wel l ,  I th ink  t h e  ques t ion  would come up when you 
are i n  an area of r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  l e t ' s  say,  of the  Americal 
Division, a s  a s p e c i f i c  example, and t h e  s e n i o r  m i l i t a r y  
&visor  o r  province g e t s  a r e p o r t  of misdoing of some troops 
of the  America1 Divis ion.  Does he t ake  t h a t  up with CORDS o r  
does he go d i r e c t l y  t o  the  d i v i s i o n  commander and r e p o r t  t o  
him h i s  complaint o r  t he  a l l e g a t i o n s  a s  t h e  case may be? 

A. Well, the behavior of U.S. t r o o p s ,  f o r  example d i s -  
regard f o r  Vietnamese law and so on, probably what he would 
have done would go t o  h i s  l o c a l  U.S. commander and g ive  him 
the  s p e c i f i c  i n c i d e n t .  H e ' l l  g e t  f a s t e r  a c t i o n  t h a t  way. If 
it i s  something s e r i o u s  l i k e  a war crime, t h a t  s e r i o u s ,  I would 
think he would go up t h e  advisory channel.  

Q- Ox both? 

A. O r  both.  Yes, he Id probably do both.  I th ink  
t h i s  depended a l o t  on how--this v a r i e d  from province t o  pro- 
vince--how c l o s e  t h e  U. S. and t h e  Vietnamese u n i t s  were oper ­
a t ing ;  were they such t h a t  the A O ' s  a r e  working j o i n t l y  o r  n o t  
and the  p e r s o n a l i t i e s  of t h e  people involved here.  Some a reas  
a re  much c l o s e r  than o the r s .  

You know, one t h i n g  I f a i l e d  t o  mention on the  
mistreatment of p r i soners .  Of course ,  the  G 2 ' s  a r e  always 
pounding on t h i s ;  from t h e  p r a c t i c a l  p o i n t  of view you d o n ' t  
ge t  any i n t e l l i g e n c e  o u t  of a dead p r i s o n e r ,  and t h i s  has 
always been the case ,  The g r e a t e s t  o f fenders  of the  Geneva 
Convention a r e  t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  people.  They a r e  j u s t  f o o l i s h ,  
j u s t  abso lu te ly .  They hammer on t h i s  from t r a i n i n g  a l l  t h e  
way from s t a t e - s i d e  and opera t ional -s ide .  I th ink  o f t e n  this 
argument is perhaps more e f f e c t i v e  than  the  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  l e g a l  
aspect  of i t ,  t o  t e l l  a s o l d i e r  t h a t  a p r i soner  is  j u s t  p r i ce -  
l e s s  from t h e  p o i n t  of view of i n t e l l i g e n c e .  I f  you want t o  
save c a s u a l t i e s  and accomplish your mission and so  on, b r ing  
them back i n  t h e  b e s t  p o s s i b l e  shape and t ake  c a r e  of them. 
The b e t t e r  c a r e  they  g e t  t h e  more a p t  they a r e  t o  give you 
information. 

I found t h a t  i n  p r a c t i c a l l y  every u n i t  t h i s  seemed 
t o  be g e t t i n g  across .  They were t ak ing  c a r e  of the  p r i soners  
p r e t t y  w e l l ,  The cases  where they m i s t r e a t e d  them, I f e l t ,  
were r a t h e r  i s o l a t e d .  However, I guess every u n i t  had a t  l e a s t  
one, although I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any i n  t h e  4 th  Divis ion.  
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Q *  	  	  I do. 

A. 	 	 They a l l  d i d n ' t  come t o  my a t t e n t i o n ,  you see. Of 
course,  t he  l o c a l  commander could t ake  ac t i on  on it immediately, 
himself,  

Q. Well, General PALMER, we apprec ia te  your coming 
i n  and adding t o  the  information which w e  have. 

A. 	 	 I don 't know . i f  I helped you any o r  no t .  

10: 	 	 The hear ing  w i l l  r ecess  a t  t h i s  t i m e .  

(The hearing recessed a t  1052  hours ,  25 February 
1970. ) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: WHITAKER, Howard K. COL 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 26 January 1970 

PLACE O F  TESTIMONY: pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT: I n v e s t i g a t i o n s  and Complaints Divis ion,  
Inspector Genera l ' s  O f f i c e ,  USARV, 1 J u l y  1968 u n t i l  
June 1969. 

1. THE WITNESS' INVESTIGATION I N  THE AMERICAL DIVISION. 

a. Purpose of  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

The wi tness  was s e n t  from USARV t o  t h e  ~mer i ca l  
Division i n  A p r i l  1969 t o  a t tempt  t o  in te rv iew personnel  
and search  through records ,  pursuant  t o  a back-channel 
message from DA t o  USARV (pg. 4 ) .  The only information 
ava i l ab le  was t h a t  a l l  the i n h a b i t a n t s  of  a c e r t a i n  a r e a  
had been k i l l e d  by U.S. t roops ,  and a map coordina te ,  and 
the  names of  some a l l e g e d  p a r t i c i p a n t s  (pg. 4 )  . 

b . Method o f  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

(1) The wi tness  o r i g i n a l l y  attempted t o  l o c a t e  
personnel who were named and a f t e r  f i n d i n g  t h e i r  new s t a t i o n ,  
reported t h e  same t o  t h e  I G  a t  DA (pgs. 4 ,  5 ) .  

( 2 )  The wi tness  searched t h e  G 3  r ecords ;  ~ i e u t e n a n t  
Colonel HOWARD, t h e  America1 I G ,  checked h i s  r ecords ;  t h e  
chief  of s t a f f  checked wi th  a l l  o t h e r  s t a f f  s e c t i o n s  (pgs. 5 ,  
6). HOWARD a l s o  c a l l e d  t h e  a c t i n g  I G  (S1) seeking any 
information o f  t h e  11th  Brigadelbut  rece ived  a negat ive  r ep ly  
( ~ 9 .  1 2 ) .  The wi tness  s t a t e d  t h a t  he went through t h e  f i l e s  
of h i s  o f f i c e  a t  USARV and checked with t h e  s t a f f  s e c t i o n s  
there .  No i n d i c a t i o n  suppor t ing  t h e  a l l e g a t i o n s  was thereby 
e l i c i t e d  (pg. 1 4 )  . The wi tness  d i d  n o t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  any 
advisory personnel  had been asked f o r  any information (pg. 1 6 )  . 
(WHITAKER) 1 SUM APP T-236 

- FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
 
 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
 


c. Substance of t h e  wi tness1  r e p o r t .  

The wi tness1  r e p o r t  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e  a v a i l a b l e  
evidence d i d  n o t  suppor t  t h e  a l l e g a t i o n s  of  any a t r o c i t y  
(pg. 10) 

2. RECEIPT OF HENDERSON18 mPORT. 

The wi tness  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  i n  May 1969 he  rece ived  a 
copy of HENDERSON I s  r e p o r t  (Exhib i t  R-1) from HOWARD 
(pg. 7 ) .  The America1 I G  had c a l l e d  and s a i d  t h a t  it had 
been loca ted  i n  t h e  11th  Brigade, bu t  t h e  exac t  source w a s  
n o t  i d e n t i f i e d  (pgs. 8 ,  9 ) .  The wi tness  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  
HOWARD seemed s u r p r i s e d  t h a t  t h e  r e p o r t  had been loca ted  
(pg- 1 7 )  

3 .  OTHER INFORMATION. 

The wi tness  opined that  as a r e s u l t  of  t h e  V i e t  Cong 
propaganda i n c l o s e d  i n  HENDERSON'S r e p o r t ,  a r e p o r t  should 
have been submit ted pursuant  t o  MACV Di rec t ive  20-4 (pg.15). 
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EXHIBITS 
 
 

EXHIBIT  
NUMBER DESCRIPTION . NOTES PAGES 

D-1 MACV Directive 20-4 Shown to witness. 
 14 
 


M-57 ~nstructions to witness Read by witness. 1 
 

uSARV, IG's report, 
 
 

M-9 8 April 1969 Shown to witness. 3 
 
 

R-1 HENDERSON'S report Shown to witness. 9,14 
 
 
.. 
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(The hear ing  reconvened a t  0925 hours ,  26 January 
1970.) 

I 0: The hea r ing  w i l l  come to  o rde r .  

RCDR: The fol lowing persons a r e  present :  LTG PEERS, 
MR MACCRATE, COL ARMSTRONG, and MAJ LYNN. 

S i r  t h e  next  wi tness  i s  Colonel Howard K.  WHITAKER. 

(COL WHITAKER was c a l l e d  as a wi tness ,  was sworn, 
and t e s t i f i e d  as follows:) 

RCDR: Colonel WHITAXER, f o r  t h e  record  w i l l  you p lease  
s t a t e  your f u l l  name, grade,  Soc ia l  Secur i ty  number, organi ­
za t ion ,  and s t a t i o n ?  

A. Howard K .  WHITAKER, Colonel,  Head­
q u a r t e r s  Transpor ta t ion  Command Europe, APO 09451 .  

10: Colonel WHITAKER, have you had an oppor tuni ty  t o  
read t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  (Exhibi t  M-57)? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir ,  I have. 

Q- Do you understand them o r  have any ques t ions?  

I understand them; no ques t ions .  

Q. A l l  r i g h t .  Colonel WHITAKER, on my l e f t  is  M r .  
Robert MACCRATE. He's a c i v i l i a n  lawyer and h e ' s  volunteered 
h i s  s e r v i c e s  t o  Secre tary  RESOR t o  a s s i s t  i n  t h i s  inves t iga ­
t i o n  and t o  provide l e g a l  counsel t o  us.  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q n  On my r i g h t  is  Colonel ARMSTRONG, and Army co lone l ,  
who has been designated by t h e  Of f i ce  of the Chief of S t a f f  
to a s s i s t  i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  H e  l i kewise  may address 
quest ions t o  you t h i s  mornins as w e l l  a s  M r .  MACCRATE and 
myself. We have o t h e r  groups t h a t  a r e  t ak ing  testimony a s  
w e l l .  

A .  Y e s ,  sir. 
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Q. I t  w i l l  be my t a s k ,  however, t o  p u l l  toge the r  
t h e  r e p o r t ,  weigh t h e  evidence,  and determine t h e  f ind ings  
and recommendations. You a r e  ordered n o t  t o  d i scuss  your 
testimony i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  wi th  o t h e r s ,  inc lud ing  o t h e r  
wi tnesses  i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  except  i n  t h e  performance 
of o f f i c i a l  duty o f  a s  you may be requi red  t o  do so be fo re  
competent a d m i n i s t r a t i v e ,  j u d i c i a l  o r  l e g i s l a t i v e  bodies.  I 
mention l e g i s l a t i v e  because t h e r e  i s  a  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  you 
may be c a l l e d  before  some of t h e  congress ional  committees, 
s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  subcommittee of t h e  House 
Armed Services  Committee. I n  t h a t  event ,  your appearance 
he re  and your testimony he re  would i n  no way prec lude  your 
t e s t i f y i n g  before  t h a t  o r  any o t h e r  comparable body. 

Q. . I do n o t  b e l i e v e  you've been e i t h e r  c i t e d  o r  cau- 
t ioned by t h e  m i l i t a r y  judge i n  t h e  genera l  cour t -mar t i a l  
case of t h e  United S t a t e s  v. Cal ley ,  i s  t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q. I c e r t a i n l y  d o n ' t  t h ink  you w i l l  be ,  b u t  i n  t h e  
event  t h a t  you a r e  your testimony he re  would i n  no way change 
e i t h e r  t h e  a p p l i c a b i l i t y  o r  t h e  e f f e c t  of such an order .  

A. Yes, sir.  

Q. Do p a  hsve acy qusa t ions  a t  t h i s  tinis? 

A. No, sir. 

Q m  Colonel WHITAKER, would you i n d i c a t e  your duty  
assignments i n  South Vietnam? 

A. Yes, s ir .  From 1 J u l y  1968 u n t i l  June 1969, I 
was i n  t h e  Inspec to r  Genera l ' s  o f f i c e  of  Headquarters,  USARV. 
I was an a c t i o n  o f f i c e r  i n  t h e  I n v e s t i g a t i o n s  and Complaints 
Divis ion of t h e  I G  Of f i ce  up t o  t h e  time I go t  promoted i n  
January 1969, a t  which t ime I then took over as ch ie f  of  t h e  
I n v e s t i g a t i o n  and Complaints Divis ion of t h a t  o f f i c e .  

Q m  
  
  Very w e l l ,  t h a t  a l s o  anwers my second ques t ion ,  
i n  t h a t  I b e l i e v e  you were t h e  one t h a t  was re spons ib le  f o r  
t h e  a c t i o n  wi th  r e s p e c t  t o  running down, l o c a t i n g  documents 
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and o ther  m a t e r i a l s  wi th  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  con­
ducted by t h e  Inspec to r  General he re  i n  Washington? 

A. T h a t ' s  c o r r e c t .  

Q- There a r e  some ques t ions  concerning t h e  l o c a t i o n  
and f inding  of t h e s e  documents which I th ink  a r e  q u i t e  per- 
t i n e n t  t o  what we a r e  doing and t h a t  is t h e  reason we have 
asked you t o  come i n  t o  d i s c u s s  t h e s e  th ings .  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q- M r .  MACCRATE has been fol lowing t h i s  through so  
I w i l l  d e f e r  t o  him on asking ques t ions .  

MR MACCRATE: Colonel WHITAKER, d id  you go pe r sona l ly  t o  
Chu Lai i n  Apr i l  1969? 

A. Yes, sometime i n  A p r i l ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t he  pre- 
 
c i s e  d a t e ,  a long about mid-April I be l i eve .  
  

Q a  
  
  Your r e p o r t  of 17 Apr i l  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  it was on 
13 and 1 4  Apr i l .  

A. That sounds about r i g h t .  

G o  You w e r e  a t  Chu Lai?  

A. Right.  A t  t h i s  po in t  I ' d  l i k e  t o  say ,I have no 
notes. I d i d  render  a r e p o r t  though i t ' s  been s e v e r a l  months 
s ince  I ' v e  seen t h e  r e p o r t ,  s o  I may be a l i t t l e  foggy on 
some p r e c i s e  d e t a i l s .  

Q- Well, I ' m  handing you a copy of  your 17 Apr i l  
r epor t  ( l a t e r  en te red  i n t o  evidence a s  Exh ib i t  M - 9 8 )  and a s  
we d i scuss  t h i s  you might have t h a t  t h e r e  so  t h a t  you can 
re f resh  your r e c o l l e c t i o n  a t  any time. What we a r e  anxious 
t o  do i s  t o  t r a c e  o u t  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  a s  you found it a t  t h a t  
time. To t h a t  end i f  you could t e l l  us exac t ly  what you d id  
do, wi th  whom you spoke, what f i l e s  you examined, and 

' 	whether you went down t o  Duc Pho o r  d i d  a l l  of your work a t  
Chu La i ,  we would be i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e s e  th ings .  

A. Yes, sir.  
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Q Perhaps t o  t r a c e  a s  b e s t  you can r e c a l l  your in ­
v e s t i g a t o r y  mission a t  t h e  time would be most h e l p f u l  t o  us. 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  Well, t h e  Inspec to r  General d i r e c t e d  
t h a t  I go and conduct a  prel iminary inqu i ry .  We had o r  t h e  
command had received a back-channel message from DA here  
making a l l e g a t i o n s  t h a t  t h e r e  had been a massacre a s  I re­
c a l l  t h e  message now, and a l l  t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  of  a c e r t a i n  
v i l l a g e  o r  a r e a  were k i l l e d  by t roops  of the  America1 Divi ­
s ion .  They gave a coordina te ,  gave a map coordina te  i n  t h e  
message, and they gave s e v e r a l  names of p a r t i c i p a n t s  and 
wi tnesses .  Of course I d o n ' t  have access  t o  t h e  back-
channel message, b u t  a s  I r e c a l l  I be l i eve  t h a t  i n  t h e  mes­
sage they s o l i c i t e d  General MILDREN's  and General JONES', 
who was t h e  USARV ch ie f  of s t a f f ,  recommendations as  t o  t h i s  
s i t u a t i o n ,  a l s o  whether USARV recommended t h a t  DA pursue t h e  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  from a Department of the  Army s tandpoint .  W e  
d id  t h i s  based on t h e  information t h a t  was i n  t h a t  back-
channel message. A t  t h a t  time w e  d i d n ' t  have access  t o  it. 
It was my understanding t h a t  t h e r e  were s e v e r a l  l e t t e r s  
f l o a t i n g  around Congress and he re  i n  the  Pentagon, b u t  w e  
d id  no t  have access  t o  t h e  l e t t e r  t h a t  I b e l i e v e  was w r i t t e n  
by t h e  complainant, who I learned  l a t e r  was a S p e c i a l i s t  
Four RIDENHOUR o r  something s i m i l a r  t o  t h a t .  We d i d  n o t  
have t h a t ,  s o  I was d i r e c t e d  by t h e  Inspec to r  General t o  go 
up nor th  t o  Chu Lai and s e e  what I could d i g  up, s e e  what I 
could f i n d  o u t ,  and i f  p o s s i b l e  t a l k  t o  any of t h e s e  w i t ­
nesses  o r  p a r t i c i p a n t s  t h a t  were l i s t e d  i n  t h e  back-channel 
message. 

Q. And you found t h a t  none of t h e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  were 
i n  country a t  t h e  time? 

A. Y e s ,  t h e r e  were none t h a t  were i n  the  message 
t h a t  were, a s  f a r  a s  could be determined between myself and 
t h e  Inspector  General of t h e  America1 Divis ion,  Lieutenant  
Colonel HOWARD, who I worked c l o s e l y  with i n  t h i s  case.  

Q - He was subsequently k i l l e d ,  I be l i eve .  

A. I read t h a t  i n  t h e  paper ,  yes .  I understand he 
was. We could f i n d  none of those  people s t i l l  i n  country,  
so  we d id  some resea rch  with t h e  d i v i s i o n  G 1  and t h e  AG 
people t o  determine j u s t  where they were and t h e  message, 
t h e  back-channel message, came back from USARV Headquarters, 
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back t o  DA h e r e ,  ind ica ted  t h e s e  people by name and gave DA 
cu r ren t  address  a s  we knew it a t  t h a t  time a s  t o  t h e  10­

cation. I b e l i e v e  most of them were i n  the  S t a t e s ,  and a s  I 
r e c a l l  I b e l i e v e  one was i n  Hawaii. I a l s o  provided them 
~ i t hnames of o t h e r  personnel who I thought might be a b l e  t o  
~ h e dsome l i g h t  on t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  opera t ion .  I inc luded,  
I fo rge t  how many names, t h r e e  o r  f o u r  a d d i t i o n a l  people; I 
be l ieve  one of them w a s  s t a t i o n e d  here  a t  t h e  Pentagon a t  
the t i m e ,  some major o r  l i e u t e n a n t  co lonel .  

Q e  
  
  W e l l ,  and you d i d  a t  some time go t o  Chu Lai?  

Y e s .  I went t o  Chu Lai .  

Q* w i i l  you t e l l  us about t h a t  v i s i t ,  p l ease?  

A. Y e s .  I went t o  Chu Lai  and I s p e n t  2 o r  3 days,  
I be l i eve  2 f u l l  days, t h e r e  and t h e  d i v i s i o n  I G  met me. 
~t t h a t  t i m e  he d i d n ' t  know what t h e  inqu i ry  was about. H e  
took me over  t o  t h e  ch ie f  of s t a f f ,  Colonel DONALDSON. I 
explained t h e  purpose of my v i s i t  and went i n  and t a lked  t o  
General GETTYS. General GETTYS t o l d  h i s  ch ie f  of s t a f f  t o  
give me every a s s i s t a n c e  while I was t h e r e  t o  s e e  what we 
could come up with r e p o r t s  o r  any o t h e r  information r e l a t i n g  
t o  t h e  a l l e g a t i o n .  

Q. Then d i d  you look a t  t h a t  t ime a t  Chu Lai  f o r  any 
repor t  of  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A. The back-channel message implied t h a t  it may have 
been i n v e s t i g a t e d  previous ly  and i n  answer t o  your ques t ion ,  
yes,  I d id .  

Q. What d i d  you do? 

A. I asked Colonel HOWARD f i r s t  of a l l  t o  check h i s  
f i l e s .  I was concerned a s  t o  whether t h e r e  was an i n v e s t i ­
ga t ion  from any source.  Tha t ' s  t h e  way I put  it: has  t h e r e  
been an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  from any source t h a t  would t i e  i n  with 
t h i s  a l l e g a t i o n  i n  t h i s  t i m e  frame? I asked Colonel HOWARD 
t o  make a complete check of h i s  f i l e s  t h e r e  i n  t h e  I G  shop 
which he d id .  And while  he was doing t h i s  I obta ined  the  G3 
journals  of t h e  d i v i s i o n  and was going through them because 
a t  t h a t  t ime we d i d n ' t  know the  s p e c i f i c  a c t i o n  they were 
t a l k i n g  about. A s  I r e c a l l  t h e  back-channel message mention- 
ed t h e  month of February and it d i d n ' t  p in  t h e  d a t e  down, s o  
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I then went through t h e  journal  e n t r i e s  t o  determine what 
s p e c i f i c  a c t i o n  was taken. So I was working on t h a t  while  
he checked h i s  f i l e s .  I a l s o  asked him, Colonel HOWARD, t o  
personal ly  check wi th  a l l  t h e  s t a f f  agencies ,  which he d id .  
H e  spen t  about 2 days t h e r e ,  t h e  time I was t h e r e ,  checking 
with a l l  t h e  s t a f f  heads,  about  a l l  of them. I d o n ' t  t h ink  
he checked wi th  t h e  G 4 .  He d i d n ' t  t h ink  t h e r e  would be any 
th ing  over  i n  G 4  involved as I r e c a l l .  And of course  I had 
t a lked  wi th  t h e  chief  of s t a f f  t h e r e  and had asked him i f  he 
had any information i n  regard t o  this a l l e g a t i o n ,  t h a t  would 
shed some l i g h t  on t h e  s i t u a t i o n .  H i s  response was t h a t  he 
didn '  t have any t h i n g  on it. 

Q. Did you make any inqu i ry  of t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade? 

A.  No, I d i d n ' t  personal ly .  Here again ,  Colonel 
HOWARD c a l l e d  t h e  l l t h  Brigade and I d o n ' t  know whether he 
t a lked  t o  t h e  a c t i n g  I G ,  they had one t h e r e  a t  t h e  t ime, o r  
t h e  br igade commander t o  determine i f  they had any records  
o r  r e p o r t s ,  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  from any source t h a t  had been 
completed any t ime i n  t h e  p a s t .  Colonel HOWARD i n d i c a t e d  
he g o t  a  negat ive  response.  

Q. But no one from Chu Lai  went down t o  Duc Pho a t  
t h a t  t ime? 

A. No, a t  t h a t  t ime, no. 

Q - Do you have access  t o  t h e  name of t h e  a c t i n g  I G  
a t  t h e  l l t h  Brigade a t  t h a t  time? 

A. No, I d o n ' t  have it with me. I d o n ' t  recall. 

10: W a s  it an a c t i n g  I G  o r  w a s  it an a d d i t i o n a l  duty? 

A.  Well, as I r e c a l l  t h e  br igades  a l l  had a c t i n g  
I G ' s  most of whom it was an a d d i t i o n a l  duty; i n  most a l l  
cases ,  yes.  

Q. Right,  a s  I reca l l - ­

A. ( In te rpos ing)  I d o n ' t  know whether it w a s  the 
XO, o r  t h e  S3, o r  p r e c i s e l y  who? 
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Q* W e  had t h i s  mentioned t h e  o t h e r  day by somebody. 
~twas ind ica ted  t h a t  t h e  S1 had t h e  a d d i t i o n a l  duty of 
being t h e  IG. 

A. Y e s ,  sir. I d o n ' t  have h i s  name so  I c a n ' t  shed 
any l i g h t  a s  t o  p r e c i s e l y  who he was. 

MR MACCRATE: Well, d i d  t h e r e  come a t ime t h e r e a f t e r  t h a t  
you went t o  Duc Pho o r  t h a t  a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of yours went 
t o  DUC Pho? 

A. I d i d n ' t . . . .  

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  The 11th Brigade headquarters?  

A. I never went t h e r e  and a s  f a r  a s  I know no one 
from my d i v i s i o n  went there .  Now a l i t t l e  l a t e r  on and 
before I r o t a t e d  o u t  of  t h e r e  i n  June t h e r e  was a l i e u t e n a n t  
colonel ,  and I d o n ' t  have h i s  name, of  course,  i n  he re ,  from 
the MACV I G  s t a f f  t h a t  made some t r i p s  up t h e r e  t o  conduct a 
fu r the r  i n q u i r y  i n t o  it. Now I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  h i s  name b u t  he 
was from t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  and complaints element of  t h e  
MACV Inspector  Genera l ' s  Off ice.  A s  a ma t t e r  of f a c t  he 
came up t o  our  o f f i c e  and looked over  my r e p o r t ,  read  my 
repor t ,  and took notes  of p e r t i n e n t  d a t a  t h a t  he wanted. 

I@: H e  was working f o r  Colonel COOX a t  t h e  time? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir ,  r i g h t .  

MR MACCRATE: Now, we have found i n  t h e  f i l e s  a f u r t h e r  com­
munication subsequent t o  your r e p o r t  of 17 Apr i l  which i s  
dated 25 May 1969 ( l a t e r  en tered  i n t o  evidence a s  Exh ib i t  
M-99) and you w i l l  f i n d  t h a t  t h e  top paper i n  the  group o f  
papers before  you. You w i l l  no te  i n  t h a t  t h a t  Colonel HOWARD 
wr i t e s  t o  you saying  t h a t  t h i s  day w e  found a r e p o r t  of in ­
ves t iga t ion  a t  t h e  l l t h  Brigade and he i n c l o s e s  a copy of  
t h a t  r e p o r t  of i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  
of rece iv ing  t h a t  communication? 

A. Yes. I asked him when I l e f t  t h e r e  i f  he found 
anything l a t e r  on t o  p lease  send it t o  us. He d i d  send a 
paper t o  me sometime i n  May. I thought it was an a f t e r -
ac t ion  b a t t l e  r e p o r t  from t h e  u n i t  though. 
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Q - Now i f  you w i l l  examine your l e t t e r  of 17 Apr i l  
you w i l l  no te  t h a t  a t  t h a t  time you had a l ready found t h e  
a f t e r - a c t i o n  r e p o r t s .  

(Witness examines document. ) 

A. Y e s .  

Q. And you had i n  f a c t  ind ica ted  i n  your r e p o r t  
t h a t  t h e  February opera t ion  could n o t  have been t h e  opera t ion  
because t h e  a f t e r  a c t i o n  t h a t  you found f o r  it showed t h a t  
C/1/20 had no t  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h e  opera t ion;  and t h a t  there-  
f o r e  you deduced t h a t  t h e  opera t ion  i n  ques t ion  was t h e  op- 
e r a t i o n  of  1 6  March 1 9 6 8 ,  so  t h a t  you had examined as of 
your Apr i l  17 r e p o r t ,  t h e  a f t e r - a c t i o n  r e p o r t s  t h a t  you had 
found. But you had no t  found a t  t h a t  time a r e p o r t  of  in ­
ves t iga t ion .  

A. No, no t  a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  t h a t ' s  c o r r e c t ,  sir.  

Q *  Now i f  you w i l l  look a t  t h e  top s h e e t ,  I t h i n k  
i t ' s  folded over a t  t h e  moment, y o u ' l l  n o t i c e  i t ' s  da ted  
25 May 1969. 

A .  Yes. 

Q. Paragraph 2 s t a t e s ,  "A copy of t h e  a t t ached  re­
p o r t  of i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was discovered t h i s  d a t e  and i s  fo r ­
warded t o  you f o r  your  information and such a c t i o n  as you 
deem appropr ia t e .  

A. Y e s .  

Q- My ques t ion  i s  d i d  Colonel HOWARD, a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  
i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  sendir:g you t h i s  w r i t t e n  message, speak with 
you on t h e  te lephone and g ive  you any a d d i t i o n a l  information 
a s  t o  how t h e  r e p o r t  of i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was found and under 
what circumstances? 

A. A s  I r e c a l l  Colonel HOWARD t o l d  m e  t h a t  t h i s  re­
p o r t  had been loca ted  wi th in  t h e  11th  Brigade. Now I d o n ' t  
know p r e c i s e l y  who loca ted  it, b u t  I know t h a t  HOWARD g o t  
a copy of it and s e n t  it down t o  me, yes .  
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Q* I show you Exhibi t  R-1 ,  Colonel WHITAKER, and 
ask you i f  t h a t  i s  t h e  copy which you received a t  t h a t  time? 

(Witness examines document. ) 

A. I assume t h a t  it i s ;  I d o n ' t  remember p r e c i s e l y .  
I was th ink ing  t h a t  t h e  r e p o r t  I ' d  rece ived  wasn ' t  c l a s s i ­
f i e d  bu t  t h i s  could be t h e  r e p o r t .  

Q- We d i d  f i n d  a no ta t ion  t h a t  a t  a subsequent t i m e  
t he  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  may have been removed a t  t h e  l l t h  Brigade 
but  t h a t  would n o t  have been u n t i l  October of  1969. But 
you be l i eve  t h a t  it was a r e p o r t  of two pages with two in ­
c losures? 

A. I thought it was a two-page r e p o r t .  And I know 
what ever  it was t h a t  I received I forwarded it on t o  t h e  
Department of t h e  Army I G .  

Q. What seems t o  have been received a t  t h i s  time was 
the r e p o r t  t h a t  I 've j u s t  shown t o  you. What we a r e  p a r t i ­
c u l a r l y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  i s  any information t h a t  you were given 
a t  t h a t  t i m e  by Colonel HOWARD regarding  the  l o c a t i n g  of t h e  
repor t  and how it was t h a t  i n  May he was a b l e  t o  l o c a t e  it 
and had n o t  been ab le  t o  f i n d  it a t  t h e  t ime of your v i s i t  
t o  Chu Lai  i n  Apr i l ?  

A. Well, a s  I r e c a l l  he  merely s a i d ,  "You've asked 
i f  we f ind  any a d d i t i o n a l  r e p o r t s  of  any kind,  any in fo r -  
mation, t o  send them t o  you." I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  h i s  conversa ­
t i o n  e x a c t l y ,  b u t  he s a i d ,  "The l l t h  Brigade came up with 
something which I ' m  sending t o  you, with a r e p o r t  t h a t  I ' m  
sending t o  you." A s  I r e c a l l  t h a t  was t h e  l i m i t  of h i s  
conversation. 

Q- Did he mention t h e  name of  Colonel TREADWELL? 

A. No. He mentioned no names of any personnel .  

Q. Did he mention t h a t  Colonel HENDERSON had provided 
them t h e  information a s  t o  where t h e  document might be found? 

A. No, he  d id  not .  
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Q. Did he i n d i c a t e  t h e  f i l e  o r  l o c a t i o n  a t  t h e  11th  
Brigade i n  which t h i s  was found? 

A.  No he d i d n ' t ;  he  j u s t  s a i d  11th  Brigade. 

Q. Going back t o  your r e p o r t  of 17 Apr i l ,  it con­
c ludes :  

"An examination of a l l  a v a i l a b l e  documents con­
cern ing  t h e  a l l eged  i n c i d e n t  r evea l s  t h a t  t h e  
complainant has  g ross ly  exaggerated t h e  m i l i t a r y  
a c t i o n  i n  ques t ion .  No evidence could be uncov­
e red  which would s u b s t a n t i a t e  the  a l l e g a t i o n s .  
P a r t i c i p a n t s  and wi tnesses  l i s t e d  i n  t h e  DA m e s ­
sage were no t  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  i n t e r r o g a t i o n .  I n  
view of t h i s  it is  recommended t h a t  USARV recom­
ment O T I G ,  DA a r range  t o  in terv iew p e r t i n e n t  w i t ­
n e s ses -pa r t i c ipan t s  t o  determine i f  t h e  a l l e g a ­
t i o n s  have substance.  

I would l i k e  t o  ask you from whom you g o t  t h e  impression 
t h a t  t h e  m i l i t a r y  a c t i o n  i n  ques t ion  had been g r o s s l y  exag­
gera ted?  

A. I drew t h a t  conclusion from t h e  a f t e r  a c t i o n  
b a t t l e  r e p o r t  which ind ica ted  I b e l i e v e  128-129 enemy k i l l e d .  

Q- So you were bas ing  your conclusion h e r e  on t h e  
a f t e r  a c t i o n  r e p o r t ?  

A. Right.  

Q- And no t  on any supplemental i n t e r r o g a t i o n .  

A. Wholly on t h e  r e p o r t s  t h a t  I was a b l e  t o  r ece ive  
and of course r e l a t i n g  t h a t  with t h e  back-channel message 
which a s  I r e c a l l  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  an e n t i r e  v i l l a g e  had been 
massacred and so f o r t h  which ind ica ted  hundreds of c i v i l i a n s .  

Q Was t h e r e  any o t h e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t h a t  you per ­
sona l ly  conducted o r  was conducted under you superv i s ion  
with r e s p e c t  t o  t h i s  mat ter?  

A. Not from our  o f f i c e .  I l e f t  t h e r e  around 20 o r  
21 June and up t o  t h a t  p o i n t  t h e r e  had not  been any addi ­
t i o n a l  inqu i ry ,  no. I n q u i r i e s  were being made by t h e  MACV 
Inspector  General shop. 
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10: A s  a mat ter  of information,  co lonel  WHITAKER,
when you went up t o  Chu Lai  d id  you by chance look i n t o  
my of t h e  f i l e s  wi th  Colonel HOWARD o r  anybody e l s e  t o  s e e  
what condi t ion  they  were i n ?  This is looking back t o  t h e  
period 1967-68? 

A. I personal ly  d id  not .  No sir .  

0. Y e s .  Well, I can t e l l  you t h a t  we found an abso­
l u t e  dea r th  of information the re .  And i n  our  checking t o  
f ind o u t  why t h i s  i s  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  we were given an expla ­
nat ion,  "Well, w e  have gone through a couple of I G ' s ,  o r  
Inspector  General Annual Inspec t ions ,  and before  each of 
these we j u s t  t ake  and we c lean  o u t  t h e  f i l e s ,  des t roy  those  
we don ' t  need, and t h e  o t h e r s  we r e t i r e . "  A s  a consequence 
we f rankly  have found very l i t t l e  i n  t h e  terms of any kind 
of r epor t s .  Now t h e  d i r e c t i v e s  going o u t ,  t h e s e  a l l  seemed 
t o  be i n  p r e t t y  good form b u t  t h e  SITREPS, l ogs ,  and any re­
ports  of a c t i o n  and so  f o r t h ,  they j u s t  d o n ' t  seem t o  be 
there unless  they  j u s t  happened t o  be a t t ached  t o  one of 
these ORLL, ope ra t ion  r e p o r t s  of l e s sons  l ea rned ,  o r  some­
thing connected wi th  t h a t .  

A. Well, I pe r sona l ly  went through t h e  G3 f i l e s  of  
1968, and s p e n t  some time i n  t h e  G 3  journals  and so f o r t h .  
Of course,  Colonel HOWARD had picked everyth ing  and brought 
them over and then l a t e r  on I asked t h e  G 3  i f  they  had any- 
thing more over t h e r e .  The answer was, "No, everyth ing  was 
given t o  Colonel HOWARD," so t h e r e  was q u i t e  a b i t  b u t  most 
of these  were G3 journal  e n t r i e s .  I found a personal  opera ­
t ions  o rde r ,  I b e l i e v e  I found two opera t ions  o rde r s .  One, 
I fo rge t  t h e  d a t e  on it now, t h a t  ind ica ted  t h a t  elements 
of t h i s  br igade  would conduct c e r t a i n  opera t ions  i n  t h i s  
p a r t i c u l a r  peninsula .  Then another  o p e r a t i o n a l  o r d e r ,  s ign-  
ed by Colonel PARSON I b e l i e v e ,  no, it may have been signed 
by t h e  l l t h  Brigade, d i r e c t e d  t h i s  s p e c i f i c  opera t ion  i n  
t h i s  area.  So e s s e n t i a l l y  what I had access t o  was t h e  in-  
formation i n  t h e  journa l s ,  t h e  two opera t ion  o r d e r s ,  and 
the  a f t e r  a c t i o n  b a t t l e  r e p o r t s  which i s  what I found the re .  

Q. You w i l l  no te ,  Colonel WHITAKER, t h a t  t h e  r e p o r t  
0 f . i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o r  t h e  copy of t h e  r e p o r t  of i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
t h a t  was s e n t  t o  you i n  May of 1 9 6 9  and which was found a t  
the l l t h  Brigade, was addressed t o  t h e  Commanding General ,  
h e r i c a l  Divis ion.  Did you speak t o  Colonel HOWARD a t  t h a t  
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time a s  t o  t h e  searches  he  had conducted i n  t h e  America1 
Divis ion looking f o r  t h e  o r i g i n a l  o r  any o t h e r  copy of t h a t  
of i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A. Of t h i s  r e p o r t  here?  

Q- Of R-2. 

A. Y e s ,  t h i s  one here?  

Q - Yes, excuse m e ,  R-1. 

A. The 24 Apr i l .,... 
Q. Y e s .  

A. The 1968  r e p o r t  of i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  No, I only had 
t h a t  one conversat ion when he c a l l e d  up on t h e  phone and 
s a i d  t h a t  an a d d i t i o n a l  r e p o r t  had been found and he was 
sending it down and it was loca ted  i n  t h e  br igade.  

Q. No ques t ions  were asked as t o  t h e  o r i g i n a l  of 
t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  r e p o r t ?  

A. Well no, he  d i d n ' t  a t  t h a t  time say  t h a t  it w a s  
a r e p o r t  of i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  He j u s t  s a i d  a  r e p o r t .  

Q. Well, when you received it what came down t o  you 
was something from t h e  sender of t he  r e p o r t ,  n o t  t h e  r e c i -  
p i e n t  of  t h e  r e p o r t ,  and it was so i d e n t i f i e d .  And my ques- 
t i o n  i s ,  was t h e r e  no at tempt  a t  t h a t  time t o  l o c a t e  t h e  o r i -  
g i n a l  of  t h e  r e p o r t ?  Were you t o l d  anything i n  t h a t  r e spec t?  

A. No, t h e r e  was no at tempt  a t  t h a t  time t o  l o c a t e  
t h e  b a s i c ,  

Q. But you had j u s t  asked genera l ly  i n  Apr i l  whether 
they had any r e p o r t s  of i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  a t  Chu Lai  and you 
had been t o l d  a t  t h a t  time t h a t  t h e r e  were none and you had 
loca ted  none? 

A, Right. 

Q. Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. T h a t ' s  c o r r e c t .  
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Q- Then subsequently a copy is  found a t  11 th  Brigade 
where t h e  r e p o r t  o r ig ina ted?  

A. T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  

Q- Did you then go back and ask a t  Chu Lai  whether 
they could f i n d  t h e  o r i g i n a l  of t h a t  r e p o r t ?  

A. I d i d  n o t ,  no. I s e n t  t h e  r e p o r t  on t o  t h e  DA 
~ n s p e c t o r  Genera l ' s  Off ice .  

Q. And t h e r e  was no i n d i c a t i o n  by Colonel HOWARD a s  
t o  what had been done a t  Chu Lai  a t  t h a t  time at tempting t o  
loca te  t h e  o r i g i n a l  of t h e  r e p o r t ?  

A. No. There was no t .  Now I d o n ' t  know whether t h e  
MACV I G  Off ice  go t  i n t o  t h i s  phase o r  n o t ,  ask ing  about it. 
I'm n o t  s u r e ,  I d o n ' t  know. 

Q. Well, e s s e n t i a l l y  MACV was making inqu i ry  of  your 
shop a s  w e  understand it t o  f i n d  o u t  what you had done b u t  
was n o t  engaged i n  independent i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  Is t h e r e  any- 
one who a s s i s t e d  t h e  l a t e  Colonel HOWARD a t  t h a t  time t h a t  
you know of t o  whom we might speak? 

A. There w a s  a  major i n  h i s  o f f i c e ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  
h i s  name now, who m y  have done some vork t o  a s s i s t  him; 
but  while I was up t h e r e  Colonel HOWARD pe r sona l ly ,  I know, 
checked wi th  t h e  s t a f f  elements and so f o r t h .  Now it may 
very wel l  be t h a t  t h e  major t h a t  was i n  the o f f i c e  with him 
might know something about t h e  f i n d i n g  of t h i s ,  t he  l o c a t i o n  
of t h i s  r e p o r t .  I ' m  no t  sure .  

I 0 : Well, we ' re  concerned t h a t  t h e s e  f i l e s  wouzd be  
cleansed i n  this manner f o r  an I G  in spec t ion .  I f  you have 
any suggest ions t h a t  you might make a t  t h i s  time which ob- 
v i a t e  th ings  of t h i s  na tu re  I ' d  l i k e  t o  hear  them. 1 ' m  
not  su re  t h a t  I ' v e  made my po in t  c l e a r .  I d i d  i n d i c a t e  be- 
fo re  how we found very l i t t l e .  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q. And we've looked through a l l  t h e  f i l e s  t h a t  have 
been r e t i r e d  and we f i n d  nothing of the  th ings  t h a t  we 're  
r e a l l y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n .  We found l o t s  of  d i r e c t i v e s  t h e r e ,  
We found l o t s  of  po l i cy  t h e r e  bu t . . . .  

1 3  APP T-236 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
 


A. I would l i k e  t o  say a l s o ,  General ,  t h a t  when I 
got  back down t o  USARV headquarters  I thought maybe t h a t  j u s t  
by chance t h e r e  might be something t h e r e  and I pe r sona l ly  
checked wi th  every s t a f f  element i n  USARV headquar ters  t o  
see  i f  they  had anything a t  a l l  o r  r e p o r t s  of any na tu re  
t h a t  would t i e  i n  wi th  t h i s  i n c i d e n t .  I h i t  a l l  t h e  s t a f f  
s e c t i o n s ,  even went through t h e  f i l e s  i n  our  o f f i c e  a s  w e l l ,  
checked our  log  t o  s e e  i f  anything had come i n  t o  our  shop 
on it. I pe r sona l ly  checked wi th  t h e  head of each s t a f f  
element, t h e  " l " ,  "2",  " 3 " ,  and so  f o r t h  and who conducted 
t h e  search  of t h e i r  f i l e s .  I th ink  I spen t  a couple of  days 
o r  so  t h e r e  when they made t h i s  check. The s t a f f  elements 
s a i d  t h a t  they had nothing i n  t h e i r  f i l e s  a t  a l l  except  t h e  
information o f f i c e  d i d  come up with a news r e l e a s e .  This  
was t h e  only  b i t  of corresponsdence t h a t  we g o t  from our  
own s t a f f .  T h a t ' s  a l l  t h a t  I could f i n d  i n  our  headquarters  
on it. 

Q. Now I would l i k e  t o  ask you a ma t t e r  of pro ­
f e s s i o n a l  opinion.  I ' m  s u r e  you a r e  f a m i l i a r  wi th  MACV 
Di rec t ive  20-4 which we have entered  i n t o  our  record  a s  
Exh ib i t  D-1.  I t h i n k  t h e  p e r t i n e n t  po in t s  he re  a r e  para ­
graph 2 and paragraph 5. I wish you'd f i r s t  t ake  a look 
a t  those  p l e a s e  (handing e x h i b i t  t o  w i t n e s s ) .  

(Witness examines document a s  requested.)  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Fine.  You're a l s o  f a m i l i a r  with t h e  MACV, USARV 
Serious I n c i d e n t  Report ,  t h a t  which we r e f e r  t o  a s  t h e  Blue 
Be l l ?  

A. The Blue B e l l ,  yes ,  sir.  

Q And you a l s o  are f a m i l i a r  with t h e  a r t i l l e r y  in ­
c i d e n t  r e p o r t ?  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q Now, I wish you'd t ake  a look a t  t h a t  document 
t h a t  you have i n  f r o n t  of you c a l l e d  R-1 which I th ink  you've 
already reviewed i n  t h e  p a s t  and p a r t i c u l a r l y  look a t  the 
two paragraphs a t  t h e  top  of page two. Then i n  a d d i t i o n  I 
would c a l l  your a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  f i r s t  i n c l o s u r e ,  t h i s  is a 
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the second i n c l o s u r e ,  t h i s  is a b i t  of  VC propaganda a s  i s  
indica ted  i n  t h e  b a s i c  memorandum. I would c a l l  your a t ­
t en t ion  t o  t h e  paragraph number two a t  t h e  top  o f  t h e  se ­
cond page, near  t h e  top of t h e  second page. 

(Witness examines documents a s  requested.)  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q My ques t ion  then ,  Colonel WHITAKER, i s  with your
inspector  genera l  background and wi th  t h e  environment and 
the  t r a d i t i o n  under which we operated i n  MACV, USARV, with ­
i n  South Vietnam, whether t h a t  s i t u a t i o n  t h e r e  should have 
been repor ted  t o  h igher  headquar ters  by t h e  d i v i s i o n ?  

A. Well, of  course,  t h i s  i s  n o t  too  long a f t e r  Tet. 
It was a tough s i t u a t i o n  engaging t h e  enemy i n  t h a t  p a r t i ­
cu lar  a rea .  It  was a very s t r o n g  VC s t ronghold and had 
been f o r  years .  I can understand t h e  s i t u a t i o n  t h a t  the 
troopers  ran  i n t o .  However i n  my opin ion  I th ink  t h a t  it 
should have been repor ted .  

Q- Well, a s  I read i t , t h e  fo rce  of 20-4,  it says any 
war crimes e i t h e r  r e a l  o r  a l l e g e d  w i l l  be r epor ted  and grant ­
ed t h a t  one may n o t  l i k e  t o  make a r e p o r t ,  by t h a t  d i r e c t i o n  
one is p r e t t y  much ob l iga ted  t o  make a r e p o r t ,  whether one 
be l ieves  o r  one doesn ' t ?  

A. Right . 
Q. W e l l ,  I d o n ' t  mean t o  pu t  words o r  thoughts i n  
your mind.. .. 
A. No, sir,  t h a t ' s  a l l  r i g h t .  

Q- But I ' m  r e a l l y  asking and i f  you'd- ­

A. ( In te rpos ing)  I t ' s  a requirement,  s i r ,  by the  
MACV d i r e c t i v e  t h a t  was i n  f o r c e  a t  t h a t  t ime and I suppose 
the  d i r e c t i v e  continued i n  fo rce  t o  r e p o r t  i t ,  y e s ,  sir. 

MR MACCRATE: J u s t  one f i n a l  ques t ion ,  Colonel WHITAKER, i n  
Connection wi th  your i n v e s t i g a t i o n  a t  t h e  America1 ~ i v i s i o n ,  
were any i n q u i r i e s  d i r e c t e d ,  t o  your knowledge, t o  t h e  ad­
v isory teams e i t h e r  a t  Quang Ngai province o r  ~ o n ' T i n h  
D i s t r i c t ?  
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A .  From my i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

Q. Yes. 

A. I d o n ' t  t h ink  so .  I c a n ' t  be abso lu te ly  one hun- 
dred percent  s u r e  t h a t  Colonel HOWARD d i d n ' t  con tac t  someone 
b u t  I d o n ' t  th ink  so.  I f  he d i d  I had no knowledge of it. 

10: Fine. Well, Colonel WHITAKER, we a p p r e c i a t e  your 
coming i n .  We're t r y i n g  t o  put  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n  t o g e t h e r  and 
we've g o t  l o t s  of b i t s  and p ieces .  I th ink  we ' re  s t i l l  
s h o r t  a few p ieces  he re  and t h e r e  b u t  we 're  going t o  t r y  t o  
leave  no s tone  unturned t o  r e a l l y  p u t  it toge the r  a s  com­
p l e t e l y  a s  we poss ib ly  can. 

A. Yes, sir.  

Q. Now i f  you can r e c a l l  anything a f t e r  t h i s  t ime 
t h a t  comes t o  mind based upon th ink ing  about  it o r  any ad- 
d i t i o n a l  information you've seen ,  some of your o l d  documents 
f o r  example, we'd be-­

A.  ( In te rpos ing)  I ' v e  scanned t h i s  b r i e f l y  ( i n d i ­
c a t i n g  R - 1 ) .  I s t i l l  haven ' t  r e a l l y  read  it, here  again  
I j u s t  glanced a t  it. Could I go--run through he re  again 
and see . . . .  

Q- Yes. 

(Witness examines document.) 

Q. I can t e l l  you what we ' re  t r y i n g  t o  determine i s  
t h e  circumstances under which t h i s  document was loca ted  i n  
t h e  N t h  Brigade. And t h a t  being one, and second of course  
i s  why i f  t h i s  document was adddressed t o  t h e  Commanding 
General of t h e  America1 Divis ion t h e r e  was on t h e  one hand, 
one: no f i l e  copy of any form and we know t h a t  it went 
forward i n  more than  one copy, and secondly: why t h e r e  i s  
no log o r  journal  o r  something t h a t  i n d i c a t e s  having re ­
ceived such a r e p o r t  o r  o t h e r  r e p o r t s  which we have a l s o  
heard o f .  We f i n d  nothing. 

A .  Well, of course ,  my comments t o  t h e  ch ie f  of  
s t a f f  and every one t h a t  I t a lked  t o  inc luding  Colonel HOWARD 
was t o  t r y  t o  l o c a t e  a r e p o r t  of i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t h a t  might 

(WHITAKER) 16 APP T-236 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

2 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
 


have been genera ted  from any source ,  n o t  on ly  from say  a 
congressional  i n q u i r y  from DA o r  h i g h e r  headquar te rs  o r  
~ C V ,b u t  from any source  t h a t  would r e l a t e  t o  this so-
c a l l e d  i n c i d e n t ,  i s  t h e  exac t  way I p u t  it t o  them. 

MR MACCRATE: D i d n ' t  Colonel HOWARD i n d i c a t e  some s u r p r i s e  
t h a t  a copy o f  a r e p o r t  addressed t o  t h e  Americal Div is ion  
had been found i n  t h e  11 th  Brigade and a copy of it n o t  
been found a t  t h e  Americal Divis ion i t s e l f ?  

A. Y e s ,  he  d i d .  He s a i d ,  "I 'm s u r p r i s e d  t h a t  any 
r e p o r t  showed up",  b u t  t h e r e  aga in  he  d i d n ' t  i n d i c a t e  spec i ­
f i c a l l y  who ob ta ined  it o r  s p e c i f i c a l l y  who it was ob ta ined  
from. You have t h e  e x h i b i t s  t o  t h i s  I assume ( r ead ing  
documents ) ? 

i n v e s t i g a t i o n  a t  t h e  Americal Div is ion?  

Q.
nation- ­

Y e s ,  w e  do. Did Colonel HOWARD o f f e r  any expla ­

A. ( In t e rpos ing)  NO,  sir. 

Q- For t h e  i n a b i l i t y  t o  f i n d  a copy o f  t h e  r e p o r t  o f  

A. He r e a l l y  d i d  n o t ,  he  d i d  n o t .  
  

Q Thank you very much, Colonel WflITAKER. 
 

A. 	 Thank you, sir.  

10: 	 The hea r ing  w i l l  r e c e s s  a t  t h i s  t ime.  

(The h e a r i n g  recessed  a t  1013 hours ,  26 January 
1970. ) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: CUSHMAN, Robert  E., Jr . ,  LTG 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 22 December 1969 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: Commanding General ,  
I11 MAF. 

1. ASSAULT ON MY LA1. 
a. The r e p o r t  of  128 VC K I A ,  t h r e e  weapons cap tu red ,  

and two US K I A  s t a n d i n g  a lone  w a s  n o t  s u s p i c i o u s .  The 
ra t ios  froia t h e s e  s t a t i s t i c s  were not nnccnmon, p a r t i c u l a r l y  
w i t h  Army u n i t s  employing a r t i l l e r y  and gunship suppor t  
(pgs .  213 ) .  

b .  From Highway 1 e a s t ,  i t  w a s  a " c o n t r o l l e d - f i r e  
zone" (pg. 6 ) .  The D i s t r i c t  Chief always gave h i s  
approva l  t o  f i r e  u n l e s s  ARVN o r  RF/PF t r o o p s  w e r e  nearby 
(pg. 6 ) .  General  CUSHMAN d i d  n o t  know t h e  a r t i l l e r y  prep  
landed i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  a l though  t h i s  had happened i n  f r e e -  
f i r e  zones (pg.  5 ) .  I n  h o s t i l e  a r e a s  c l a s s i f i e d  a s  f r e e -
f i r e  zones ,  t h e  v i l l a g e r s ,  a f t e r  be ing  warned, would 
e i t h e r  move o r  s t a y  on as VC ( p g s . - 5 , 6 ) .  

2 .  MPORTS OF INVESTIGATION. 

a .  CUSHMAN r e c a l l e d  no r e p o r t s  be ing  made t o  him by 
KOSTER 	 o r  h i s  own s t a f f  r ega rd ing  an i n c i d e n t  a t  My Lai  ( 4 )  
(pgs .  1, 3 ) .  

b. CUSHMAN opined t h a t  I n c l o s u r e  1 of  E x h i b i t  R-1  
r e q u i r e d  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and a r e p o r t  t o  h i s  headqua r t e r s  
under r e g u l a t i o n s  e x i s t i n g  a t  t h e  t i m e  ( E x h i b i t  M-8, 111 
MAF Force Order ,  da t ed  3 June 1967, s u b j e c t :  War C r i m e s  
I n v e s t i g a t i o n s )  (pgs.  1,3,4) . 
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c. The wi tness  had never seen Exh ib i t  R-1, nor was 
he f a m i l i a r  with t h e  information t h e r e i n .  

d. I11 MAF probably should have been n o t i f i e d  of 
t h e  a l l e g a t i o n s  i n  t h e  inc losures  t o  Exh ib i t  R-1. It 
was a judgment dec i s ion  f o r  General KOSTER (pgs. 7 , 8 ) .  

e .  Nei ther  General LAM nor Colonel TOAN ever  mentioned 
any r e p o r t s  r a i s i n g  doubts concerning t h e  My Lai  opera t ion  

f. CUSHMAN had never seen ~ x h i b i t  M-5 ,  Lieutenant  
TAN'S l e t t e r  (pg. 9 ) .  
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EXHIBITS 

EXHIBIT 
NUMBER DESCRIPTION ' NOTES PAGES 

TAN'S l e t t e r  t o  KHIEN, 
M- 5 28 Mar ( t r a n s )  W i t  had n o t  s een .  9 

W i t  was f a m i l i a r  
M- 8 I11 MAF O r d e r  5820.1 with ~ t .  1 , 3 , 4  

R- 1 HENDERSON 's Repor t  W i t  had n o t  s een .  3 - 5 , 7  

. . 

, 
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(The hear ing  reconvened a t  1500 hours ,  22  December 
1969.) 

I0: The hea r ing  w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  

RCDR : The fol lowing named persons are p resen t :  LTG 
PEERS, MR WEST, MR MACCRATE, MR WALSH, MAJ LYNN, and MAJ 
COOP. 

The next  wi tness  is Lieutenant  General Robert E. 
CUSHMAN, Jr ­

(LTG CUSHMAN , Deputy Di rec to r  of I n t e l l i g e n c e ,  
Washington, D.C.,  was sworn and t e s t i f i e d  as  follows :) 

(The wi tness  w a s  given and read a copy of t h e  
form i n s t r u c t i o n s  concerning t h e  scope and purpose of the 
inquiry.  

I0: General CUSHMAN, I have here  a document which w a s  
published by Headquarters,  I11 MAF, on 3 June 1967, s u b j e c t :  
"War Crimes I n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  " (Exhibi t  M-8) . I show t h i s  
document t o  you and ask you i f  you a r e  f a m i l i a r  wi th  i t s  
contents? Is t h i s  t h e  r e g u l a t i o n ,  General CUSHMAN, t h a t  would 
have been i n  e f f e c t  i n  r e p o r t i n g  an a t r o c i t y  on o r  about 16 
March 1968 i n  t h e  a rea  of  t h e  America1 Divis ion? 

A. Y e s .  

Q. General CUSHMAN, we have q u i t e  s t r o n g  i n d i c a t i o n s  
t h a t  something most unusual took p l a c e  a t  My ~ a i  ( 4 )  on t h e  
16th of March 1968. We have t a l k e d  t o  a g r e a t  number of 
witnesses who have e i t h e r  been a s s o c i a t e d  wi th  t h e  event  o r  
associa ted  wi th  it i n  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i v e  and r e p o r t i n g  pro- 
cess .  I n  t h i s ,  some th ings  p o i n t  t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  you were 
acquainted wi th  it, pr imar i ly  by General KOSTER, t h e  d i v i s i o n  
commander, and only t o  t h e  e x t e n t  t h a t  he had informed you. 
Can you r e l a t e  t h e  knowledge t h a t  you had of t h i s  i n c i d e n t  
and what information w a s  passed on t o  you, t o  t h e  b e s t  of 
Your r e c o l l e c t i o n ?  

A. I can r e c a l l  no r e p o r t s  be ing  made t o  me. A t  t h e  
time, my a t t e n t i o n  was concentrated t o  t h e  n o r t h  of Danang. 
AS f a r  a s  my personal  t r i p s  went, they were genera l ly  nor th  
of Danang, t h i s  being March of 1968. We had a b i g  l o g i s t i c  
Problem supplying two ~ r m yd i v i s i o n s  which had been 
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in t roduced i n t o  t h a t  a r e a .  However, I saw General LAP4 every 
day, and I saw t h e  commanding o f f i c e r  of t h e  advisory group 
who was with General LAM every day. 

Q Who w a s  your deputy s e n i o r  adv i so r  t o  General 
LAM? 

A. The ch ie f  of t h e  advisory group, w e l l ,  I d o n ' t  
have my records -­
Q *  ( In te rpos ing)  You were t h e  s e n i o r  adv i so r ,  w e r e  
you not?  

A. Yes, then  t h e r e  was an army advisory group com­
manded by a co lonel  which was under my o p e r a t i o n a l  c o n t r o l ,  
I would have t o  check t h e  records .  

Q We can do t h a t .  

A. I t h i n k  t h a t  HAlIBLEN had l e f t  by t h e n  and h i s  
successor ,  t h e  flame escapes me a t  t h e  moment. And my deputy 
f o r  CORDS, Ambassador KOSS, I b e l i e v e  had taken over  by then.  
I s a w  them every day, and I had no i n d i c a t i o n s  of t h i s  type  
of t h i n g  going on. 

Q- General CUSHMAN, I show you a copy of t h e  log  f o r  
t h e  America1 Divis ion ,  covering t h e  per iod  16 March 1968 
( ~ x h ' i b i tM-6)  . I f  you w i l l  look a t  t h e  end,  e n t r y  94, a t  2400 
hours ,  a t  t h e  bottom of t h e  page, I wish you would read  t h e  
l a t t e r  p a r t  of t h i s  having t o  do with Operation Muscatine. 

A. Y e s .  

Q The ques t ion  t h a t  I have h e r e ,  General CUSHMAN, 
i s  i n  reading t h e  s t a t i s t i c s  which came o u t  of  Operation 
Muscatine, where it i n d i c a t e s  128 VC K I A ,  3 i n d i v i d u a l  
weapons captured,  and 2 U.S. k i l l e d  by h o s t i l e  a c t i o n .  I 
would wonder i f  a r e p o r t  such as  t h a t  would r a i s e  a few 
f l a g s  i n  headquarters  of I11 MAF due t o  t h e  r a t i o  of  approx­
imately 64 t o  1 enemy k i l l e d  and 4 3  t o  1 i n  weapons? 

P 

A. Not n e c e s s a r i l y .  When a r t i l l e r y  and gunships 
were employed, i n  many cases  t h e  r a t i o  of VC t o  U.S. w a s  very 
high. Army t roops  were, a s  a mat ter  of f a c t ,  q u i t e  exper t  
i n  cont inuing coverage of ground p a t r o l s  wi th  t h e i r  h e l i ­
copter  gunships and, of course,  t h i s  is  where t h e  c a s u a l t i e s  
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would occur t o  t h e  enemy, without  our  having s u f f e r e d  casual ­
t i e s  such a s  you g e t  i n t o  wi th  heavy ground f i g h t i n g .  On 
the r e l a t i o n s h i p  of VC t o  i n d i v i d u a l  weapons, which i s  q u i t e  
l a rge  here-- this  happened many times wi th  VC. I n  o t h e r  
words, I would no t  expect t h a t  t h i s  would be c i v i l i a n s  b u t  
vc armed wi th  grenades,  dynamite s t i c k s ,  and t h i s  s o r t  of 
thing.  I would say  t h a t  it happened f requen t ly  enough. 
This type  of r a t i o  wouldn ' t  n e c e s s a r i l y  r a i s e  a flag. 

Q. That is t h e  p o i n t .  The r e p o r t  i n  i t s e l f ,  unless  
you knew t h e  d e t a i l s ,  t h e  r e p o r t  i t s e l f ,  which would be for ­
warded t o  your headquar ters ,  would n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  r a i s e  any 
doubts o r  q u e s t i o n s  i n  your mind? 

A. No, it would n o t ,  and i n  combination wi th  see ing  
General LAM, as I s a y ,  every day, i f  he had nothing i n  
r e l a t i o n  t o  t h i s  type t h i n g ,  I would never go back t o  it 
again.  

Q- Do you r e c a l l  any of your s t a f f  members, such a s  
your deputy o r  your chief  of s t a f f  o r  anybody mentioning t o  
you the  f a c t  t h a t  General KOSTER o r  somebody from the Amer ­
i c a l  Divis ion had mentioned t h e  opera t ion  i n  My Lai  ( 4 )  on 
the 16th of March, and scne i n q u i r y  i n t o  i t 3  

A. No. I t  w a s  n o t  brought  t o  my a t t e n t i o n  i f  they 
knew of it. Of course,  I c a n ' t  -­

Q. ( In terpos ing)  Did General  LAM e v e r  mention *is 
t o  you while  you were t h e r e ?  

A. No, he d id  n o t ,  and I saw him every day. 

Q. Would the  same t h i n g  be t r u e  of Colonel TOAN, who 
was then  t h e  commanding o f f i c e r  of t h e  2d  ARVN Divis ion? 

A. He d i d  not .  However, I was n o t  see ing  Sam KOSTER 
o r  General TOAN a s  o f t e n  i n  t h e  days of March a s  I would have 
o r d i n a r i l y ,  because o f  my preoccupat ion wi th  t h e  northern 
two provinces a t  t h e  time. 

Q. General CUSHMAN, I show you a one-page i n c l o s u r e  
t o  a r e p o r t  of i n v e s t i g a t i o n  (Exhibit R-1) and I ask you t o  
read j u s t  t h a t  one page, a s ta tement  da ted  1 4  A p r i l  1968. 
I would ask you now, w i t h i n  t h e  r e g u l a t i o n s  under which you 
Operated i n  I11 MAF, and your p o l i c y  i n  111 MAF . for  p r o t e c t i o n  
and t rea tment  of noncombatants, p r i s o n e r s  of  war and t h e  l i k e ,  
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i f  you knew t h a t  such a paper had a r r i v e d  a t  headquar ters  of 
t h e  America1 Division--what would you expect  t o  happen? 

A. I would expect  t o  have it i n v e s t i g a t e d ,  and i f  
it came t o  m e  I would probably have t o  communicate wi th  
USARV i n  Saigon t o  s e e  whether it would have t o  be done 
i n  Army admin i s t r a t ive  channels o r  through command channels ,  
meaning t h a t  my headquarters  would g e t  it. 

Q Would it--I am n o t  p u t t i n g  words o r  thoughts i n t o  
your mind, t h i s  is  no t  my intent ion--but  would it be your 
impression t h a t  i f  an a l l e g a t i o n  such as  t h i s  d i d  come i n ,  
whether it might be considered unfounded o r  o therwise ,  t h a t  
it should have been repor ted  t o  you o r  Headquarters,  I11 MAF? 

A. I would say ,  y e s ,  t h a t  it should have been, by 
terms of t h e  d i r e c t i v e  which I11 MAF had i n  e f f e c t .  It  is 
very important  t o  keep a c l ean  s l a t e  on t h i s  s o r t  of  t h i n g  
and check it o u t  as being t r u e  o r  no t .  

Q Now, General CUSHMAN, I w i l l  ask you t o  t u r n  t o  
t h e  second i n c l o s u r e ,  which is  a two-page--actually t h i s  i s  
an English t r a n s l a t i o n  of a b i t  of VC propaganda. I would 
sugges t  t h a t  you j u s t  scan t h e  f i r s t  page because it is  t h e  
normal VC propaganda. When you g e t  t o  t h e  t o p  of t h e  second 
page, I th ink  you w i l l  s e e  i n  t h e  second paragraph t h a t  it 
changes i t s  tone  of t h e  propaganda from g e n e r a l i z a t i o n  t o  
s p e c i f i c s .  Were you a t  a ~ ytime f m i l i s r  w i t h  t h s  f a c t  t h a t  
t h e  VC were p u t t i n g  o u t  such propaganda? 

A. No. I have never  seen t h i s  before .  I do know 
t h a t  they pu t  o u t  t h i s  type of propaganda, p a r t i c u l a r l y  
v i o l e n t  a g a i n s t  t h e  Koreans who were i n  my a r e a ,  a s  w e l l  
a s  t h e  Americans. I have no t  seen  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  p iece  
of propaganda, b u t  t h i s  i s  a f a m i l i a r  theme of t h e i r  prop­
aganda, of course.  

Q m  Would t h e i r  second paragraph, f o r  example, would 
t h a t  be t h e  k ind  of theme t h a t  they would use? 

A. I cantt say.  You mean g e t t i n g  t o  such s p e c i f i c s  
a s  t h i s ?  I th ink  t h a t  they d id .  General ly ,  I d i d n ' t  have 
t h e  time t o  look a t  t h i s  lengthy type  of propaganda which 
had t o  be t r a n s l a t e d .  I used t o  look a t  t h e  pamphlets, I 
mean t h e  l e a f l e t s  I should say ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  ones i n  
t h e  DMZ. Usually t h e s e  were quota t ions  from Americans, 
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Q. We have no information t h a t  t h i s  was e v e r  for ­
warded t o  your headquar ters .  A s  a mat ter  of f a c t ,  I t h i n k  
it would be q u i t e  t o  t h e  cont rary .  But my ques t ion  w a s  
r e a l l y  r a t h e r  a t h e o r e t i c a l  one, a s  t o  whether o r  n o t ,  i n  
view of t h e  s e v e r i t y  of t h e  a l l e g a t i o n  t h a t  was made h e r e ,  
t h a t  as a mat ter  of i n t e r e s t  t h i s  should n o t  have been 
c a l l e d  t o  your immediate a t t e n t i o n ,  o r  c e r t a i n l y  t o  t h e  
a t t e n t i o n  of your headquar ters ,  wi th  t h e  o b j e c t  i n  mind 
t h a t  t h i s  i s  going t o  be thoroughly i n v e s t i g a t e d ?  

A.  Well, it is  hard t o  say.  L e t ' s  assume t h a t  
General KOSTER knew it. This would be somewhat a ma t t e r  of  
h i s  judgment as  t o  how much he be l ieved t h a t  it was propa­
ganda--how much he be l ieved t h e  substance i n  t h i s ,  a s  t o  
whether he wai ted u n t i l  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was underway and 
he had go t t en  some s o r t  of a handle ,  o r  whether h e ' d  say 
"My gosh, I ' v e  got  t h i s  r e p o r t ,  s o  we w i l l  i n v e s t i g a t e  it 
and then  l e t  you know." Because of t h e  s i t u a t i o n  i n  which 
Army d i v i s i o n s  were t o  me, but  admin i s t r a t ive ly  under 
USARV, he might very.  wel l  n o t  have l e t  me know before some 
substance had been shown t o  e x i s t  i n  t h i s  charge.  With t h i s  
h inds igh t  t h a t  we have got  now--the a l l eged  happenings ind i ­
c a t e  hundreds of people. The o r i g i n a l  r e p o r t  which you showed 
re,as you s a i d ,  wouldn ' t  t h i s  r a i s e  a flag--120-some VC? 
I t  wouldn't  f l a g  it as anything,  perhaps,  t h a t  he thought  
should go t o  me r i g h t  away. I would say t h a t  he  should l e t  
me know as soon as  he might have r e a l i z e d  t h a t  t h e r e  was 
some substance t o  it. But charges of k i l l i n g  some c i v i l i a n s  
were made f a i r l y  f r e q u e n t l y ,  and we would o f t e n  check them 
ou t  and f i n d  sometimes, u s u a l l y ,  it was a s t r a y  round of  
a r t i l l e r y ,  and it would be t r u e .  I t  w a s  n o t  an a t r o c i t y .  
It was a r e g r e t a b l e  acc iden t ,  and w e  would make payment t o  
t h e  f ami l i e s .  This  s o r t  of t h i n g .  

Q My i n t e n t  he re  i s  no t  t o  t r y  and jeopardize General 
KOSTER a t  a l l .  My i n t e n t  is  t o  more o r  l e s s  g e t  a f e e l  of 
how th ings  opera ted  i n  I11 MAF and your po l i cy  i n  handl ing 
th ings .  I th ink  it has been extremely important .  There is 
one p o i n t  t h a t  you brought out--the f a c t  t h a t  although u n i t s  
were under your o p e r a t i o n a l  c o n t r o l ,  admin i s t r a t ive ly  it had 
many s t r i n g s  t i e d  t o  Headquarters,  USARV. So, t h e  a c t u a l  
chain of command i n  c e r t a i n  ins tances  wasn ' t  always too  c l e a r ,  
and we a r e  going t o  have t o  c l a r i f y  t h a t ,  t oo .  

A. And you can probably f i n d  from t h e  papers and so  
on t h a t  you can command t o  be presented ,  perhaps,  an exact  
s i t u a t i o n .  I never had any t r o u b l e  with t h e  Army commanding 
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generals l e t t i n g  me know, even when I wasn' t respons ib le ,  
f o r  major th ings  t h a t  were going on admin i s t r a t ive ly .  Most 
of these  th ings  do a f f e c t  t o  some e x t e n t  t h e  combat readi -  
ness. So, I r e a l l y  d id l i l t  have any t r o u b l e  t h a t  way. I 
mean t h a t  t h e r e  were no a r t i f i c i a l  fences  p u t  up, no per- 
s o n a l i t y  problems o r  anything of t h a t  s o r t ,  and i f  Sam KOSTER 
d i d n ' t  r e p o r t  it t o  me, I would assume t h a t  he h a d n ' t  
found substance i n  it. I f  he had found substance i n  it, I 
would have expected him t o  do it. I d o n ' t  know whether I 
could have requ i red  him t o  do it, b u t  I t h i n k  he would have. 
He i s  t h a t  kind of o f f i c e r  t h a t  he would have l e t  me know. 

Q *  J u s t  f o r  t h e  record ,  General CUSHMAN, I have here  
another l e t t e r  (Exh ib i t  M-5)  , which i s  from Lieutenant  TAN, 
who i s  t h e  d i s t r i c t  ch ief  of Son Tinh d i s t r i c t ,  i n  a r e p o r t  t o  
the province c h i e f .  The d a t e  of t h i s  r e p o r t  is  28 March 1968. 
The e x h i b i t  i t s e l f  i s  t h e  English vers ion .  Attached t o  it 
is  the  Vietnamese version.  I ask if by chance you have e v e r  
seen t h a t  document? 

A. No, I have no t  seen  t h i s  document. But I would 
say t h e  f i r s t  paragraph e x a c t l y  desc r ibes  a l a r g e  number of 
combat i n c i d e n t s  i n  Vietnam. F i r e  opened up on a v i l l a g e  
which conta ins  n o t  only VC b u t  a l s o  c i v i l i a n s ,  and f i r e  
de l ivered  a g a i n s t  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  and t h e r e  you a r e .  Some 
c i v i l i a n s  do g e t  k i l l e d .  Most houses i n  Vietnam do have 
holes  dug i n  the  f l o o r  i n  which, no m a t t e r  who was f i r i n g ,  
the v i l l a g e r s  would genera l ly  t ake  cover ,  and t h i s  saved 
many c i v i l i a n  l i v e s  by t h e i r  own e f f o r t s .  But i n e v i t a b l y ,  
as i n  t h i s  f i r s t  paragraph i f  you read i t  c l o s e l y ,  i t  is 
j u s t  t h e  way many combat a c t i o n s  occurred i n  Vietnam. 

Q - General CUSHMAN, w e  would l i k e  t o  thank you f o r  
appearing be fo re  us and c l e a r i n g  up a few p o i n t s .  I would 
l i k e  t o  say  t h a t  a s  time goes on, if by chance any of these  
th ings  do come t o  mind, o r  i f  you can th ink  of anything 
which has. a  bea r ing  on t h i s ,  we would be very  happy t o  hea r  
from you. 

A. Thank you. I t r i e d  t o ,  of course ,  from t h e  time 
I saw it break i n  t h e  papers.  You say you a r e  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  
the i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  The f a c t s ,  I suppose a r e  r a t h e r  hard t o  
come by. Regre t tab ly ,  a s  you know, dur ing  t h e  y e a r  t h a t  t h e  
Marines landed up t h e r e ,  we had s e v e r a l  murder cases  a g a i n s t  
Marines. It  has been known t o  happen. People go over  t h e  
edge when l i t t l e  k i d s  a r e  throwing grenades a t  them. 
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Q W e  recognize  t h e  problem t h a t  exists i n  t h i s  area 
as a l i t t l e  s e p a r a t e  and d i s t i n c t  from many o t h e r  p a r t s  of 
South Vietnam. 

(The h e a r i n g  r ecessed  a t  1533 hours ,  22 December 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: HOFFMAN, C a r l  W. BG, USMC 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 15 January 1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 1 6  MARCH 1968: Temporary a d d i t i o n a l  
du ty  a s  G3, I11 MAF. 

1. KNOWLEDGE OF U.S. REPORTS. 

The w i t n e s s  was shown v a r i o u s  r e p o r t s  con ta in ing  t h e  
in format ion  o f  t h e  Task Force Barker o p e r a t i o n  wi th  which 
w e  ' are concerned and t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  a l though he was 
f a m i l i a r  w i th  t h e  type  of  r e p o r t ,  he  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  t h o s e  
p a r t i c u l a r  ones ( E x h i b i t s  R-6, R-8, M-38, R - 1 1 ;  pgs . 3-5) . 
H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  he  could recall  no d i s c u s s i o n  o f  t h e  r a t i o  
o f  t h e  k i l l s  t o  t h e  number o f  weapons cap tu red  (pg .4) .  
H e  no ted  t h a t  a t  t h i s  time t h e  a t t e n t i o n  of  111 MAF w a s  
focused p r i m a r i l y  t o  t h e  n o r t h  where much a c t i o n  w a s  
t a k i n g  p l a c e  and where a new headqua r t e r s  was be ing  
e s t a b l i s h e d  a t  Phu B a i  (pg. 6 )  . 
2. KNOWLEDGE OF AN INCIDENT FROM VIETNAMESE SOURCES. 

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  he  w a s  n o t  f a m i l i a r  w i th  any 
VC propaganda concerning t h e  P i n k v i l l e  a r e a ,  and had n o t  
d i scussed  t h i s  a r e a  wi th  General  LAM (pgs .  6 ,  7 )  . H e  
added t h a t  he  had heard  no rumors from any sou rce  which 
would i n d i c a t e  anyth ing  o u t  o f  t h e  o r d i n a r y  having happened 
i n  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  o p e r a t i o n  (pg. 7 ) .  
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R - 1 1  MAF recall .  4 
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(The hea r ing  reconvened a t  0955 hours ,  15 January 
1970 - 1  

10: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR : The fo l lowing  persons a r e  p resen t :  LTG PEERS, 
MR MACCRATE and MAJ LYNN. 

S i r ,  t h e  nex t  w i tness  i s  B r i g a d i e r  General C a r l  
W. HOFFMAN. 

(BG HOFFMAN was c a l l e d  a s  a wi tness ,  w a s  
sworn, and t e s t i f i e d  a s  fol lows:)  

General  HOFFMAN, f o r  t h e  r eco rd ,  would you p l e a s e  
s t a t e  your f u l l  name, grade ,  S o c i a l  S e c u r i t y  number, branch 
of s e r v i c e ,  o r g a n i z a t i o n  and s t a t i o n .  

A. I ' m  C a r l  W. HOFFMAN, Br igad ie r  General ,  United 
S t a t e s  Marine Corps. My S o c i a l  S e c u r i t y  number i s  

I ' m  c u r r e n t l y  Commanding General ,  Marine Corps Base, 
29 Palms, C a l i f o r n i a .  

I 0: General  HOFFMAN, a s  a gene ra l  r u l e ,  we've been 
going i n t o  d e t a i l  and provid ing  i n s t r u c t i o n s ,  v e r b a l  i n -
s t r u c t i o n s ,  t o  o u r  wi tnesses ,  b u t  i n  your c a s e ,  I f e e l  t h a t  
we can ask you t o  look ove r  t h e  w r i t t e n  i n s t r u c t i o n s  and 
simply ask i f  you have m y  q u e s t i c n s ?  

A. A l l  r i g h t ,  sir. 

Q. Do you have any ques t ions?  

A. The f a c t  t h a t  I ' v e  appeared h e r e ,  General ,  i s  
t h i s  in format ion  t h a t  should n o t  be d i s c l o s e d ?  . 

Q W e l l ,  no, because w e  make a d a i l y  r e l e a s e  which 
i n d i c a t e s  t h e  names o f  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  who have been h e r e  
a s  wi tnesses .  I t ' s  n o t  s o  much t h e  f a c t  t h a t  you have been 
here ,  b u t  t h e  subs tance  of  your tes t imony i s  what w e ' r e  con-
cerned wi th .  

A. . Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q- General  HOFFMAN, would you i n d i c a t e  what your 
duty assignment was i n  mid-March 1968? 
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A. Yes, sir. I w a s  a s s i s t a n t  ch ie f  of s t a f f ,  G 3  a t  
Third Marine Amphibious Force. 

Q. How long had you been i n  t h a t  capaci ty?  

A. I had been t h e r e ,  a t  t h a t  t ime,  f o r  two and a 
h a l f  weeks. 

Q. Two and a h a l f  weeks. You would have a r r i v e d  
j u s t  before  t h e  beginning of March then? 

A. S i r ,  I a r r i v e d  on 2 1  January and immediately be­
came t h e  a s s i s t a n t  d i v i s i o n  commander of t h e  Third Marine 
Divis ion,  and had been d i r e c t e d  t o  I11 MAF f o r  60 days TAD, 
temporary a d d i t i o n a l  duty,  on 29 February. 

Q. How long a f t e r  t h e  middle of March d i d  you remain 
i n  t h a t  capac i ty  a s  t h e  G 3  of  I11 MAF? 

A. S i r ,  I s t ayed  t h e r e  u n t i l  1 Apri l .  I r e t r a c t  
t h a t ,  1 May, 

9- Where d i d  you go a f t e r  t h a t ?  

A. I then became commanding genera l  of Task Force 
Hotel and moved my headquar ters  t o  Khe Sanh and c a r r i e d  on 
my duty from t h e r e .  

Q. General HOFFMAN, between t h e  time t h a t  t h e  My
Lai i n c i d e n t  became a ma t t e r  of pub l i c  knowledge i n  t h e  
l a t t e r  p a r t  of September o r  October 1969 and t h e  p r e s e n t  
t ime, have you had any conversa t ions  wi th  anybody connected 
with I11 MAF, o r  with t h e  Americal Divis ion,  concerning t h e  
opera t ion ,  what might have t r a n s p i r e d  i n  t h i s  a r e a ,  o r  t h e  
i n v e s t i g a t i v e  process? 

A. No, sir. I have no t .  

Q- Were you aware, i n  t h e  middle of March, of Opera­
t i o n  Muscatine? 

A. Yes, sir.  I was. 

Q- Were you aware of Task Force Barker? 

A. I was aware of t h e  America1 system of organiz ing  
t a s k  fo rces .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  Task Force Barker. 
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Q Were you f a m i l i a r  w i t h . t h e  opera t ion  of Task 
Force Barker i n t o  t h e  Son My a r e a ,  t h a t  i s  t h e  a r e a  north ­
e a s t  from Quang Ngai along t h e  c o a s t ,  an a r e a  sometimes re­
f e r red  t o  a s  P i n k v i l l e ?  The opera t ion  was on 1 6  March. 

A. N o ,  sir. The s p e c i f i c s  of t h a t  ope ra t ion ,  I ' m  
not f a m i l i a r  with.  

Q I have he re ,  General HOFFMAN, a SITREP from t h e  
America1 Divis ion da ted  16 March 1968. We have t h i s  en te red  
i n t o  t h e  record  a s  Exh ib i t  R-6. I would ask i f  you ' re  fami­
l i a r  with t h i s  type  of r epor t .  

Yes, sir. I am f a m i l i a r  with t h i s  type  of r epor t .  

Q You w i l l  no te  t h a t  we have tabbed wi th  r ed  t a b s  
two p a r t i c u l a r  i tems.  Were you f a m i l i a r  with t h i s  mode of 
repor t ing?  

Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q On t h e  next  red  t a b  you w i l l  s e e  t h e  r e s u l t s  of 
the opera t ion  up t o  t h a t  time. 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q You a r e  f a m i l i a r  with t h i s ?  Do you r e c a l l  t h i s  
having Seen c a l l e d  t o  your a t t e n t i o n  a t  a l l  a t  t h a t  time? 

A. No, sir. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e s e  p a r t i c u l a r  r e s u l t s .  

Q- I have h e r e  four  SITREPS from t h e  America1 Divi ­
s ion,  which cover Operation Muscatine, which a r e  submitted 
a t  6-hour i n t e r v a l s  throughout t h e  day. These a r e  en te red  
as Exhib i t s  R-7 through R-10. I would ask i f  you w i l l  look 
a t  them, p lease .  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q Were t h e s e  c a l l e d  t o  your a t t e n t i o n  t h a t  you r e c a l l ?  

A. No, sir.  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t  these  were ever  
c a l l e d  t o  my a t t e n t i o n .  

Q. You w i l l  n o t i c e  t h a t  t h e  one t h a t  provides most 
of t h e  d e t a i l ,  General HOFFMAN, i s  Exh ib i t  R-8, which runs 
from t h e  pe r iod  0600 i n  t h e  morning t o  1200, h a l f  a day. 
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A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. One t h i n g  I would l i k e  t o  p o i n t  o u t  o r  ca l l  t o  
your a t t e n t i o n .  I n  looking a t  t h e  enemy K I A  on t h e  f i r s t  
r e p o r t ,  it gave a t o t a l  of  785, and t h e  t o t a l  on t h e  l a s t  
one is  913. Working o u t  t h e  a r i t h m e t i c  on t h e s e ,  it works 
o u t  a t  128 enemy K I A .  Also,  i f  you would fo l low t h e  weapons 
through, it would i n d i c a t e  t h r e e  weapons captured.  I have 
h e r e  another  e x h i b i t ,  General  HOFFMAN. This  has  been e n t e r e d  
i n t o  t h e  record  a s  E x h i b i t  M-38. I t ' s  I11 MAF's Dai ly  H i s ­
t o r i c a l  Summary 76, a copy of which was s e n t  t o  t h e  F l e e t  
Marine Force,  P a c i f i c .  I would ask i f  you r e c a l l  t h i s  docu- 
ment having been s e n t  i n .  This  i s  simply an e x t r a c t  of t h e  
o v e r a l l  document. It i s  n o t  t h e  o v e r a l l  document i t s e l f .  
This  aga in ,  General  HOFFMAN, i f  you w i l l  n o t e ,  t o t a l s  t h e  
enemy K I A  a t  128 wi th  a cumulative t o t a l  of 922. Looking 
down a t  t h e  bottom, i n d i v i d u a l  weapons captured  t h a t  day, 
a cumulative t o t a l  of 160. Do you r e c a l l  t h i s  e n t r y  having 
gone i n ?  

A. No, sir. I recognize t h e  format,  and I know t h a t  
w e  submit ted r e p o r t s  j u s t  l i k e  t h i s .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h i s  
s p e c i f i c  one. 

Q. I have another  one t h a t  I would l i k e  t o  show you 
r i g h t  qu ick ly .  This  has  been e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  r eco rd  a s  
Exh ib i t  R-11 .  I t  i s  an e x t r a c t  of your d a i l y  SITREP from 
I11 MAE' wi th  t h e  primary address  be ing  COMUSMACV. You 
w i l l  no te  t h a t  i n  t h i s  e x t r a c t  paragraph 11 covers  Operat ion 
Muscatine and provides  t h e  sziie gene ra l  i n f o r n a t i o n  which 
you have seen i n  t h e  o t h e r  SITFEPS which came from t h e  
America1 Div is ion .  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. Did t h i s  v a r i a t i o n  i n  t h e  number c f  enemy K I A  a s  
compared t o  t h e  weapons captured--do you r e c a l l  any d iscus-  
s i o n  on t h i s  s u b j e c t  t h a t  may have ensued a t  Headquarters 
I11 MAF? 

A. I recall none, General.  

Q- Would t h i s  be an unusual k ind  of r a t i o  f o r  weapons 
t o  enemy KIA? 

A. I t  c e r t a i n l y  would r e p r e s e n t  a r a t i o  t h a t  w e  would 
no t  normally l i k e  t o  see. However w e  had exper ienced  o t h e r  
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r e p o r t s  i n  which w e  l a te r  found t h a t  t h e  a t t a c k i n g  t r o o p s  
had found a graveyard  wi th  f r e s h  g raves ,  and they  determined 
then  t h a t  t h e s e  dea ths  had occu r red  on p rev ious  days because 
of a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  o r  gunship f i r e .  The re fo re ,  t h e  t o t a l  on 
a given day could be q u i t e  h igh  and t h e  weapons i n v a r i a b l y  
would be very  low on t h e s e  occas ions .  So a l though  t h i s  r a t i o  
is ,  might b e ,  somewhat s u r p r i s i n g  i f  t h e  t r o o p s  moved i n  
immediately,  w e  d i d  see o t h e r  i n s t a n c e s  i n  which w e  had ve ry  
f e w  weapons cap tu red  and q u i t e  a number of enemy bodies  
counted. This  i s  t r u e  i n  Marine o r g a n i z a t i o n s  and Army or ­
g a n i z a t i o n s  th roughout  111 MAF. 

9. W e l l ,  r ecogniz ing  t h a t  t h i s  i s  t r u e ,  it i s  a 
r a t h e r  unusua l  c i rcumstance though,  i s  it no t?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. I would say  i t ' s  somewhat unusual .  

Q. If you d i d  g e t  a r e p o r t  l i k e  t h a t ,  would you make 
any e f f o r t  t o  check back t o  f i n d  o u t  why such a low r a t i o ?  

A. Sometimes w e  d i d  a c t u a l l y  i n q u i r e  i n t o  t h e  s i t ­
ua t ion .  I d o n " t  recall  t h a t  w e  d i d  on t h i s  occas ion .  

Q Of cou r se  I recognize  t h a t  a t  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  
t i m e  you had many more t h i n g s  t o  do t h a n  t h i s .  Your a c t i v i ­
t i e s  w i t h  I11 MAE' and I Corps were - involved i n  many a r e a s .  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  W C V  forward w a s  i n  t h e  p r o c e s s  of  
moving t o  Phu Bai .  W e  were e a g e r  t o  have t h e  South Vietnamese 
t a k e  o v e r  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  Con Thien up a long  t h e  DMZ. 
We w e r e  t h i n k i n g  about  t h e  1st A i r  Cav Div i s ion  go ing  t o  Khe 
Sanh under General  TOLSON, v a r i o u s  r ead jus tmen t s  i n  ou r  D i e  
Marker p l a n ,  and c l e a n i n g  up t h e  m e s s  a t  Hue. Our a t t e n t i o n  
was focused  t o  t h e  n o r t h ,  no q u e s t i o n  about  it, a t  t h i s  
p a r t i c u l a r  t i m e .  

Q. You s a y  t h a t  your a t t e n t i o n  was focused  t o  t h e  
n o r t h  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  Can you d i s c u s s  a l i t t l e  b i t  of t h e  
s i t u a t i o n  of  t h e  America1 Div is ion?  From Chu L a i ,  on which 
gene ra l  a r e a  w a s  i t s  a t t e n t i o n  focused p r i m a r i l y ?  Was it t o  
t h e  n o r t h  o r  t o  t h e  sou th  o r  was it sp read  o u t  j u s t  about 
everywhere? 

A. I would say  t h a t  i t s  e f f o r t s  w e r e  s p r e a d  through ­
o u t  t hose  sou the rn  two provinces  e q u a l l y ,  a l though  I t h i n k  
a t  t h i s  t i m e  w e  recognized  t h a t  t h e  r e a l  ho tbed  of t r o u b l e  
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w a s  i n  t h e  Batangan Pen insu la  area. I r e c a l l  i n  o u r  d a i l y  
meetings w i t h  General  LAM, which I a t t ended  w i t h  General  
CUSHMAN, t h a t  General  LAM f r e q u e n t l y  p o i n t e d  a t  t h e  Batangan 
area a s  be ing  a real  ho tbed  of VC a c t i v i t y .  

Q- A s  I would unders tand  it about  t h i s  t i m e ,  t h e  
A m e r i c a 1  D iv i s ion  de tached  some u n i t s  and s e n t  them n o r t h .  
Do you recall  what u n i t s  t h o s e  were o r  t h e  s i t u a t i o n ?  

A. I remember i n  e a r l y  A p r i l  General  KOSTER w a s  
  
  
coming through I11 MAE' en  r o u t e  t o  Phu B a i  t o  d i s c u s s  em-

ployment of one of  t h e  b r i g a d e s  by P r o v i s i o n a l  Corps Vietnam, 
 
 
PCV, and I ' v e  f o r g o t t e n  which b r i g a d e  it w a s  now. 
 
 

Q. Tha t  w a s  du r ing  t h e  t i m e  t h a t  General  ROSSON w a s  
  
  
s e t t i n g  up a p r o v i s i o n a l  co rps ,  i s  t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  
  
  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  I t  w a s .  General  ROSSON w a s  making f r e -  
  
  
quent  v i s i t s  d u r i n g  mid-March t o  I11 MAF and PCV, and I re-

ca l l  he s a t  i n  on a number of  conferences  w i t h  General  LAM, 
 
 
General  TRUNG, Genera l  CUSHMAN, and o t h e r s  making p l a n s .  
  
  
But aga in  ou r  a t t e n t i o n  was focused p r i m a r i l y  t o  t h e  n o r t h .  
  
  

Q. When you w e r e  w i t h  General  KOSTER, t a l k i n g  t o  him, 
o r  w i t h  General  YOUNG, who w a s  a t  t h a t  t i m e  maneuver ADC, 
d i d  t hey  e v e r  mention t o  you t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e y  had an i n v e s t -  
i g a t i o n  underway of  something t h a t  may have happened i n  t h e  
Batangan Pen insu la  o r  t h e  Son My a r e a  a long  about  t h e  middle 
of March? 

A. No, sir.  They d i d  no t .  

Q. Did you e v e r  h e a r  e i t h e r  of them d i s c u s s  t h i s  
w i t h  General  CUSHMAN a t  t h a t  t ime? 

A. N o ,  sir .  

Q - To your  r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  d i d  General  LAM e v e r  d i s c u s s  
something unusual  happening t h e r e  o r  d i s c u s s  t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  
VC propaganda concern ing  what might have t r a n s p i r e d  t h e r e ?  

A. No, sir. I ' m  c e r t a i n  General  LAM never  d i d  d i s -  
cuss  t h i s ,  t h a t  i s  i n  my presence .  

Q r  Y e s .  
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A. But I w a s  always p r e s e n t  when he was t a l k i n g  wi th  
General CUSHMAN i n  o u r  d a i l y  conferences .  

Q General  HOFFMAN, I have h e r e  a p i e c e  o f  V i e t  Cong
propaganda, which i s  an i n c l o s u r e  t o  o u r  E x h i b i t  R-1. I 
would ask if you would look a t  t h i s  and see i f  you 've  e v e r  
seen any VC propaganda which looked s i m i l a r  t o  t h i s ?  YOU 
w i l l  n o t i c e  t h a t  t h e  f irst  page i s  r a t h e r  s t a n d a r d  vC-type 
propaganda, b u t  a t  t h e  t o p  o f  t h e  second page,  s p e c i f i c a l l y  
i n  t h e  second paragraph ,  you w i l l  n o t i c e  t h a t  t h e  t e n o r  of  
it changes from g e n e r a l i z a t i o n  t o  t h e  s p e c i f i c s .  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  I do see t h a t ,  b u t  I ' v e  never  seen  it 
before .  

Q- I ' l l  show you ano the r  p i e c e  of  VC propaganda, and 
a c t u a l l y  i t ' s  e n t i t l e d  "Not ice"  and i s s u e d  by t h e  Quang Ngai 
Nat ional  L i b e r a t i o n  F ron t ,  d a t e d  28  March 1968. (Handing 
Exh ib i t  M-35 t o  w i t n e s s . )  I would ask i f  you've e v e r  seen  
t h i s  document o r  any th ing  s i m i l a r  t o  i t ?  

A. No, sir. I ' v e  never  s een  t h i s  o r  any th ing  s i m i l a r  
t o  it. 

Q. One f i n a l  q u e s t i o n  on my p a r t :  d i d  you e v e r  h e a r  
any rumors o r  d i d  you e v e r  have any cause  t o  s u s p e c t  some­
t h i n g  unusual  may have t aken  p l a c e  down t h e r e  i n  t h e  middle  
of March 1968? 

A. No, sir.  I had no reason  t o  b e l i e v e  anyth ing  
unusual had o c c u r r e d  i n  t h e  America1 Div i s ion  d u r i n g  mid-
March. 

I0: Mr. MACCRATE. 

MR .MACCRATE: I have no q u e s t i o n s .  

10: I want t o  thank you f o r  coming i n ,  General  
HOFFMAN. I w a s  ve ry  i n t e r e s t e d  p r i m a r i l y  i n - f i n d i n g  o u t  
i f  you had heard  any d i s c u s s i o n s  between General  KOSTER o r  
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  from t h e  America1 Div i s ion  o r  from I Corps 
wi th  s e n i o r  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of I11 MAF. I f  by chance some­
t i m e .  i n  t h e  f u t u r e  you do r e c a l l  some d i s c u s s i o n  a long  t h i s  
l i n e ,  I ' d  ve ry  much a p p r e c i a t e  it i f  you 'd  g e t  i n  touch 
with  us s o  w e  cou ld  have t h e  b e n e f i t  of t h i s  in format ion .  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 
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DO you have anyth ing  t h a t  you'd l i k e  t o  ask  of 
us o r  any th ing  you 'd  l i k e  t o  add t o  t h e  r eco rd?  
Q s  
  
  

A. No, sir. 
 
 

I0: Thi s  h e a r i n g  w i l l  recess a t  t h i s  t i m e .  
  
  

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  1010 hour s ,  15  January  
1970.) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: RUSSELL, Albe r t  L. LTC 

DATE OF TESTIMONY : 1 4  January 19 70 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 1 6  MARCH 1968: G3 Sec t ion  of  1st Marine 
F i e l d  Force,  T rans fe r red  t o  I11 MAF G3 Sec t ion  on 19 March 
1968. 

1. KNOWLEDGE ABOUT INCIDENT GAINED AT I11 MAP'. 

The wi tness  szw no SITZETS c ~ v e r i n g  1 6  March and 
never heard  t h e  My Lai  ope ra t ion  mentioned a t  I11 MAF 
headquar te rs  (pgs.  3-5, 7 ) .  H e  knew noth ing  of  an ARVN 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of  t h e  ma t t e r  and never  saw any VC 
propaganda r e l a t e d  t o  it (pg. 7 )  . 
2.- KNOWLEDGE ABOUT I N C I D E N T  GAINED FROM llTH BRIGADE. 

a. Meeting wi th  HENDERSON. 

I n  mid-May 1968 RUSSELL v i s i t e d  Colonel HENDERSON 
wi th  t h e  hope o f  ob ta in ing  command o f  a b a t t a l i o n  (pg. 6)  . 
HENDERSON was working a t  a desk (pg. 6 ) .  H e  i n d i c a t e d  
t h a t  he had checked o u t  an unwarranted charge and w a s  doing 
t h e  paper  work r e l a t e d  t o  it (pgs. 6 ,  10) . RUSSELL r e c a l l e d  
nothing s p e c i f i c  on HENDERSON'S desk and d i d  n o t  know i f  
HENDERSON w a s  t a l k i n g  about My ~ a i  (pgs. 6 ,  10). RUSSELL 
c h a t t e d  a few minutes wi th  BARKER on t h i s  occas ion ,  b u t  
no th ing  was s a i d  about My Lai (pg. 6 )  . 

b. Discussion wi th  S3. 

RUSSELL took over  4 / 3  from BARKER when t h e  l a t te r  
w a s  k i l l e d  on 1 3  June 1968 (pg. 7 ) .  During a conversa t ion  
wi th  Major MACANAW, RUSSELL'S S-3, MACANAW s a i d  t h a t  Task 
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Force Barker had conducted an o p e r a t i o n  i n  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  
a r e a ,  had k i l l e d  a l a r g e  number of  VC, and had s u s t a i n e d  
q u i t e  a few c a s u a l t i e s  i t s e l f  (pg. 8 ) .  A cor respondent  
had s a i d  t h a t  some c i v i l i a n s  had been k i l l e d ,  b u t  MACANAW 
had heard  t h a t  t h i s  was un t rue  (pg. 8 ) .  RUSSELL d i d  not 
relate t h i s  s t o r y  t o  h i s  v i s i t  w i th  HENDERSON (pg. 8 ) .  
H e  r e c a l l e d  no t a l k  from B/4/3 about  Co Lay or  My Khe 
(pg- 8)  
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E X H I B I T S  

E X H I B I T  
  
NUMBER DESCRIPTION-- NOTES 
 

A d m l f t e a  i n t o  
  
M-38 H i s t .  S u m m a r y - I 1 1  MAF evidence.  
  

I11 MAF S i t  R e p  R e p o r t ,  A d m i t t e d  i n t o  
  
R-6 1 6  M a r c h  1 9 6 8  evidence.  
  

OPN S i t  R e p  335-MUSCATINE A d m i t t e d  I n t o  
  
R-7 1 6  M a r  6 8  0 6 0 0  evidence. 
  

OPN S i t  R e p  336-MUSCATINE A d m i t t e d  i n t o  
  
R-8 1 6  M a r  6 8  1 2 0 0  evidence. 
  

OPN S i t  R e p  337-MUSCATINE A d m i t t e d  l n t o  
  
R-9 1 6  M a r  6 8  1 8 0 0  evidence. 
 

OPN S i t  R e p  338-MUSCATINE A d m l t t e d  i n t o  
  
R-10 1 6  M a r  6 8  2 4 0 0  evidence. 
 

. D a i l y  S i t  R e p  S u m m a r y ,  A d m l t t e d  l n t o  
  
R - 1 1  I11 MAF ( E x t r a c t )  evidence. 
 

-

PAGES 
 

5 
 

3 
 

4 
 

4 
 

4 
 

4 
 

5 
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(The hear ing  reconvened a t  1025 hours ,  1 4  January 1970.) 

10: The hear ing  w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  

RCDR: The fol lowing persons a r e  p resen t :  LTG PEERS, 
MR MACCRATE, and MAJ LYNN. 

The nex t  witness  i s  Lieutenant  Colonel Alber t  L. 
RUSSELL. 

(LTC RUSSELL was c a l l e d  as  a wi tness ,  was sworn, 
and t e s t i f i e d '  a s  follows :) 

RCDR: Colonel RUSSELL, f o r  t h e  record ,  w i l l  you s t a t e  
your f u l l  name, grade,  Soc ia l  Secur i ty  number, branch of  
s e r v i c e ,  o rgan iza t ion  and s t a t i o n .  

A. A l b e r t  L. RUSSELL, Lieutenant  Colonel,  U.S. Army. 
My s e r i a l  number i s  my branch is  Armor, I am 
p r e s e n t l y  ass igned t o  t h e  Off ice  of t h e  Inspec to r  General, 
Department of  t h e  Army, Washington. 

RCDR: Thank you. 

I0: Colonel RUSSELL, before  we proceed wi th  any 
ques t ions ,  I s h a l l  inform you concerning c e r t a i n  mat ters .  

This  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was d i r e c t e d  j o i n t l y  by t h e  
Secre tary  of  t h e  Army and t h e  Chief of S t a f f ,  United S t a t e s  
Army, f o r  t h e  purpose of determining t h e  f a c t s  and making 
f indings  and recommendations concerning two mat ters :  

(1) t h e  adequacy o f  p r i o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  and 
i n q u i r i e s  i n t o ,  and t h e  subsequent reviews and r e p o r t s  with-  
i n  t h e  chain o f  command, of what i s  now commonly r e f e r r e d  t o  
as  t h e  My La i  i n c i d e n t  of  16 March 1968, and 

( 2 )  t h e  p o s s i b l e  suppression o r  withholding o f  
information by any person who had a duty t o  r e p o r t  and t o  
fu rn i sh  informat ion  concerning t h i s  i n c i d e n t .  

This  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i s  n o t  being conducted t o  
i n v e s t i g a t e  a l l  of  t h e  f a c t s  and circumstances of what 
happened a t  My Lai .  I t  i s  d i r e c t e d  t o  those  two s p e c i f i c  
purposes which I have j u s t  s t a t e d .  Do you have any ques t ions  
on those  two? 
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A. No, sir. 

Q I have had made a v a i l a b l e  t o  me and have reviewed 
p r i o r  o f f i c i a l  s ta tements  obtained i n  o t h e r  o f f i c i a l  i n v e s t i ­
g a t ions  of t h e  My La i  inc iden t .  To t h e  b e s t  of my reco l l ec ­
t i o n  I have seen no testimony which you have given i n  t h i s  
case. 

A. T h a t ' s  c o r r e c t ,  sir. 

Q - Your testimony w i l l  be taken under oath.  A verba ­
t i m  t r a n s c r i p t  w i l l  be prepared. A t ape  recording is  be ing  
made i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h c  verbatim notes  which a r e  be ing  taken 
by th.e r e p o r t e r .  

The genera l  c lass i f ica .k ion  of t h e  r e p o r t  w i l l  be 
c o n f i d e n t i a l .  However, it i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h e  restimony, 
o r  p a r t s  of it, may a t  a l a t e r  d a t e  become a mat ter  of p u b l i c  
knowledge. 

Next t o  ne he re  a t  t h e  t a b l e  on my l e f t  is  M r .  
Robert MACCRATE. M r .  bIACCRATE i s  a c i v i l i a n  a t t o r ~ e y, and 
he has volunteered h i s  s e r v i c e s  t o  t h e  Sec re ta ry  of t h e  Army 
t o  a s s i s t  m e  i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and a l s o  t o  provide l e g a l  
counsel t o  me. Besides M r .  MACCRATE, t h e r e  a r e  o t h e r  mem­
be r s  of t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i v e  team who a r e  a l s o  ques t ioning  w i t ­
nesses a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  time i n  var ious  p laces .  However, I 
have t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of weighing the evidence and making 
t h e  f indings  and t h e  recommendations. 

You a r e  ordered n o t  t o  d i scuss  your testimony i n  
t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  with o t l ~ e r s ,inc luding  o t h e r  wi tnesses  
f o r  this i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  except  i n  t h e  performance of o f f i ­
c i a l  duty o r  a s  you may be requi red  t o  do s o  be fo re  a corn­
peten-c j u d i c i a l ,  l e g i s l a t i v e ,  o r  admin i s t r a t ive  body. To 
the  b e s t  of my knowledge, you have n o t  been c i t e d  by t h e  
m i i i t a r y  judge i n  t h e  genera l  court-mart ia l  case of t h e  
United S t a t e s  v. Calley.  However, i f  you by chance are 
c i t e d  i n  cha t  case ,  your appearance he re  w i l l  i n  no way 
change the  a p 2 l i c a b i l i t y  and t h e  a f f e c t  of t h a t  order .  Do 
you have any ques t ion  on what we have i n d i c a t e d  s o  f a r ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q - Colonel RUSSELL, what was your duty assignment 
on 16 March 1968? 
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A. I was wi th  t h e  I11 Marine Amphibious Force i n  
the  G3 p lans  shop. My immediate s u p e r i o r  a t  tha.L tinre was 
colonel  Joseph HOTZBOWER, U . S .  Marine Corps. 

How long had you been i n  t h a t  capaci ty?  

Oh, I'm s o r r y ,  16 March? 

16 March. 

A. NO, s ir ,  I was i n  I F i e l d  Force. I d i d n ' t  go up 
the re  u n t i l  19 March, a s  I remember. So I was working i n  
the G3 s e c t i o n  of I F i e l d  Force on 16 March. 

Q* And how long d i d  you s t a y  i n  t h e  G3 s e c t i o n  of 
I11 MAF? 

A. I went up on 1 9  March, a s  I .remember, and l e f t  
the re  on 19 June, a t  which t i l r~eI assumed commalid of t h e  
4th B a t t a l i o n ,  3d I n f a n t r y  (Old Guard), 11th  Brigade. 

Q. A f t e r  you joined I11 MAF on about 19 March 68 ,  
did you h e a r  any re fe rence  t o  t h e  opera t ion  of Task Force 
Barker i n  t h e  Son My a r e a  on t h e  16th? 

A. To t h e  b e s t  of my r e c o l l e c t i o s ~ ,  no, s ir .  I might 
have gone t o  a b r i e f i n g  where they mentioned it, b u t  a s  you 
know, they b r i e f  a l l  of I Corps up lihere, and I wouldn't  
remember one i s o l a t e d  i n c i d e n t .  

Q e  I have here  t h e  SITREP of  t h e  23d Divis ion,  a 
copy of which was s e n t  t o  111 lvRLAF. This is  a SITREP covering 
the d a t e  of 16 March, 1968 .  I would l i k e  t o  have t h i s  en- , 

te red  i n t o  t h e  record  a s  an e x h i b i t .  

RCDR : This  i s  en-Lered i n t o  t h e  record  and w i i l  be marked 
as R- 6. 
10: Recognizing t h a t  t h i s  was 3 days p r i o r  t o  
your coming i n t o  t h e  headquar ters ,  I would s t i l l  l i k e  t o  
r e f e r  t h i s  document t o  you, Colonel RUSSELL. S p e c i f i c a l l y  
I would l i k e  you t o  look a t  t h e  two i tems which I have 
tabbed, one showing t h e  opera t ion  f o r  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  day. 
I ask i f  t h e s e  mat ters  were ever  c a l i e d  t o  your a t t e n t i o n  
during t h a t  per iod?  
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A. S i r ,  I f rank ly  d o n ' t  remember see ing  these  before .  

Q. I have h e r e  a l s o  four  o p e r a t i o n a l  SITREPS from t h e  
America1 Divis ion  covering Opera'cion Muscztirie f o r  t h e  d a t e  
of 16 March. I would l i k e  t o  have these  en te red  i n t o  t h e  
record  and marked a s  an e x h i b i t .  

RCDR: These w i l l  be R - 7 ,  8 ,  9 , and 10. 

10. I have h e r e  t h e  four  6-hourly SITREPS which w e r e  
submit ted by t h e  America1 Divis ion covering Operation Musca­
t i n e  on 16 March. I would ask you t o  look through these ,  
paying p a r t i c u l a r  note  t o  t h e  a reas  which a r e  marked with 
t h ~red  t a b  and s e e  i f ,  by chance, these  were eve r  c a l l e d  
t o  your a t t e n t i o n .  

A. No, sir ,  I d o n ' t  remember them. I might expla in  
t h a t  i n  t h e  headquar ters  a t  I11 Marine Amphibious Force, the 
G 3  plans  shop w a s  i n  a s e p a r a t e  b u i l d i n g  from t h e  opera t ions  
cen te r  of G 3  proper .  Consequently, unless  we went over  f o r  
a b r i e f i n g  o r  something l i k e  t h a t ,  why we d i d n ' t  normally 
read the  SITREPS, a s  I remember. I th ink  unless  they  s t a r t ­
ed sending them down on a l i t t l e  f o l d e r ,  b u t  I c e r t a i n l y  
don 't remember. 

Q- W e l l  my purpose i n  asking about t h e s e ,  even recog­
n i z i n g  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  you a r e  sepa ra ted  i n  t h e  p lans  a s  oppos­
ed t o  t h e  o p e r a t i o n s ,  and even recognizing t h a t  you joined 
t h i s  command 3 days subsequent t o  t h e  event  i t s e l f ,  r,ly 
purpose p r imar i ly  i s  t o  s e e  i f  t h e r e  was any t a i k i n g  o r  
ques t ioning  and so f o r t h  about t h e  opera t ion  and soIae of t h e  
s t a t i s t i c s  which may have been coming ou t  of t h i s ,  n o t  only 
during t h e  day i t s e l f ,  b u t  during t h e  per iod  subsequent t o  
it, as long as even 2 months a f t e r  it. 

A. Well, I can answer t h a t ,  sir. To t h e  b e s t  of my 
knowledge t h e r e  was never  anything t h a t  I reriiember being 
s t a t e d  about t h i s . '  

Q You d i d ,  however, i n  your p lans  s h ~ pa t t e n d  t h e  
d a i l y  b r i e f i n g s  which were pu t  on f o r  t h e  111 MAF head­
q u a r t e r s ? 

A. P e r i o d i c a l l y ,  s ir .  I n  o t h e r  words, I might go 
once a weck, depending i f  I had t h e  tirne, o r  I miyht go 2 
o r  3 days i n  a row, and then I might m i s s  f o r  a week o r  
two. 
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Q- I a l s o  have h e r e  t h e  SITREP, a c t u a l l y  t h e  d a i l y
h i s t o r i c a l  summary from I11 MAF, f o r  t h e  pe r iod  covering t h e  
da te  of 16 March, which among o t h e r  addressees  i s  addressed 
t o  F l e e t  Marine Porce,  P a c i f i c .  I would l i k e  t o  have t h i s  

. entered i n  t h e  r eco rd  and marked a s  an e x h i b i t .  

RCDR: This  w i l l  be  e n t e r e d  i n f o  t h e  record  and marked as 
Exhib i t  M-38. 

10: I show you t h i s ,  Colonel RUSSELL, and would ask i f  
any of t h i s  w a s  e v e r  c a l l e d  t o  your a t t e n t i o n ?  I have s t i l l  
ancther  document of t h e  same category which provides  more 
subs tan t ive  d e t a i l ,  such as t h e  d a i l y  SITREP of Headquarters,  
111 Marine Amphibious Force,  which inc ludes  a s  an 
addressee,  headquar t e r s ,  M i l i t a r y  Ass i s t ance  Commar.d, 
 
Vietnam. I show you t h i s  p a r t i c u l a z  p o r t i o n  of t h e  SITREP, 
 
i nd ica t ed  between t h e  two l i n e s ,  and would ask i f  any of 
 
t h i s  was e v e r  c a l l e d  t o  your a t t e n t i o n  o r  eve r  d i scussed  t o  
  
your knowledge? 
 

RCDR : This  e x t r a c t  o f '  t h e  d a i l y  s i t u a t i o n  r e p o r t  from 
 
 
111 w i l l  be e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  record  and marked a s  
  
  
Exhib i t  R-11. 
  
  

A. Is t h i s  a wrap-up, s i r ,  a weekly summary? 

I0: No, i t ' s  a d a i l y  summary. 

A. A d a i l y  summary? This  i s  s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  one-­

G. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Y e s ,  w i th  t h e  except ion  t h a t  it 
gives you t h e  d a i l y  t o t a l ,  w i th  a cumulative t o t a l  f o r  t h e  
ope ra t ion ,  whereas t h i s  goes s t e p  by s t e p  thoughout t h e  day, 
a s  it was e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  l o g  of  t h e  111 W e l l ,  t h e  
po in t  h e r e ,  Colonel RUSSELL, i s  t h a t  i n  s tudy ing  t h e s e  l o g s  
and SITREP's one would n o t e  t h a t  a s  a r e s u l t  of t h i s  ope ra t ion ,  
Task Force Barker i n t o  Son My on t h e  1 6 t h ,  1 2 8  VC w e r e ' k i l l e d ,  
2 U.S. w e r e  k i l l e d ,  and 1 0  o r  11 wounded and 3 i n d i v i d u a l  wea­
pons w e r e  cap tured .  My ques t ion  then  is:  was t h e r e  e v e r  
any d i s c u s s i o n  i n  I11 MIIF, t o  t h e  b e s t  of your r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  
concerning t h i s  d i s p a r i t y  between t h e  nurrber of VC K I A  and 
the weapons count? 

A. A t  t h a t  t ime I can never  remember anybody, I d o n ' t  
remember anybody e v e r  t a l k i n g  about it. 

APP T-149 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL .USX ONLY 
 
 

Q. Were you ever  aware a t  anyt ine  t h a t  something 
unusual, which may have taken p lace  around 16 o r  17 March, 
was being i n v e s t i g a t e d  by t h e  U.S.? 

A. I don' t know whether t h i s  was t h e  My Lai i n c i d e n t  
o r  not .  I went down t o  see  Colonel HENDERSON, I th ink  it was 
i n  May, I th ink  it was a Sunday. 1 d o n ' t  know t h e  da te .  My 
purpose was t o  zsk him t o  consider  me f o r  a  b a t t a i i o n  i f  it 
became a v a i l a b l e ,  and I 'm t r y i n g  t o  jog my mmory on t h i s  
because t h i s  was alfiiost 2 years  ago. I am n o t  s u r e ,  sir, 
b u t  I th ink  a t  t h e  time when I saw him, he was apparent ly  
w r i t i n g  a--I d o n ' t  want t o  say an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  because I 
r e a l l y  d i d n ' t  s e e  t h e  paper ,  s i r ,  I d o n ' t  k n ~ w .  But I th ink  
he was a l i t t l e  per turbed  because--this was a c a s u a l  conver- 
s a t i o n ,  I was w a i t i n g  f o r  him t o  f in i s l i  whatever he was doing 
on h i s  desk, you know, t r y i n g  t o  form t h e  words I wanted t o  
use t o  ask h i s  cons ide ra t ion  f o r  a  b a t t a l i o n ,  s o  I wasn ' t  
paying a t t e n t i o n ,  I guess.  Anyway, he s a i d  something t o  t h e  
e f f e c t ,  and I hope I have t h i s  c o r r e c t ,  s i r ,  because i t ' s  
hard t o  r e c a l l ,  t h a t  somebody had made an unwarranted charge. 
I ' m  s u r e  t h a t  he i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  he had checked it out ,  and 
t h a t  now he was going through an unnecessary paper d r i l l  i n  
h i s  e s t ima t ion ,  I guess.  This vaguely s t a y s  i n  my mind. 
I t 's been almost 2 y e a r s ,  and i t  was a casua l  conver ­
s a t i o n .  I d o n ' t  even know whether he was r e f e r r i n g  then  t o  
what i s  now known as t h e  My L a i  i n c i d e n t .  

Q- Do you remember what t i m e  i n  May t h i s  was? 

A. No, s i r ,  I think it was about t h e  middle of May. 
I 'm p r e t t y  s u r e  it was a Sunday. I say t h a t  because,  when I 
l e f t ,  I t a l k e d  t o  Frank BARKER and he s a i d  t h a t  t ime,  " I ' m  
r e a l  happy because I ' m  going t o  take  t h e  4 / 3 ,  1 June." I 
th ink  it w a s  l e s s  than  2 weeks t o  go a s  I remember. 

Q- Did he  say  anything a t  a l l  about an i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  
BARKER? 

A. No, s ir .  I cha t t ed  with him only a few minutes, 
and then  I had t o  grdb a chopper t o  g e t  back t o  I11 I v W .  I 
had t o  make a connection a t  Chu Lai t o  do it. I had t o  be 
t h e r e  i n  Chu Lai  a t  a c e r t a i n  t ime, and we were approaching 
t h e  deadl ine  t o  g e t  back t o  Chu Lai t o  g e t  t h e  c o u r i e r  t o  
I11 MAF. But again ,  a s  I s a y ,  I racked my b r a i n  on c h i s  
and I t r i e d  t o  r e c a l l  everyth ing  t h a t  took p lace .  Tha t ' s  
the  b e s t  I can do on t h a t .  The s n l y  o t h e r  t h i n g  t h a t  I read 
r e f e r r e d  t o ,  and I ' m  n o t  s u r e  whether it r e f e r r e d  t o  t h i s ,  
was when I became commander of t h e  4/3-­
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Q- ( In terpos ing)  W e l l ,  l e t ' s  j u s t  w a i t  and w e  '11 
come around t o  t h a t .  I do want t o  t a l k  t o  you about t h a t .  
Were you aware of any i n v e s t i g a t i o n  which may have been 
underway by t h e  GVN o r  t h e  ARVN concerning anything t h a t  
may ha-:e t r a n s p i r e d  dur ing  t h a t  per iod? 

A. NO, sir. 

Q. Was t h e r e  eve r  any d i scuss ion  wi th in  the  G3 shop 
of I11 MAF o r  wi th in  I11 MAF i t s e l f  concerning t h i s  opera- 
t i o n ,  o r  anything t h a t  may have t r a n s p i r e d ?  

A. Not t o  my knowledge, sir.  

Q. Were you f a m i l i a r  with. any--from d i scuss ion  with 
the  2 shop--any VC propaganda, e i t h e r  broadcas t  o r  which may 
have come o u t  i n  l e a f l e t  form, which may ha-;e been i n  terms 
of s logans,  p o s t e r s ,  o r  any o t h e r  form which may have focused 
on t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  a r e a  i n  about t h a t  t ime frame? 

A. No, sir. 

Q- Now, then ,  would you--as I would understand it, 
when Colonel BARKER was jcil led i n  about the  middle of June-­

A. ( In te rpos ing)  I th ink  it was t h e  13th  i f  I ' m  n o t  
mistaken. 

Q. H e  was k i l l e d  on t h e  13th.  You subsequently took 
over command of t h e  b a t t a l i o n  from him. 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q s  I would a l s o  understand t h a t  you heard something 
within t h e  b a t t a l i o n  a t  t h a t  time concerning what may have 
taken p lace  i n  t h e  Son My a r e a  during t h a t  per iod .  Would 
YOU r e l a t e  t h a t  f o r  us p lease?  

A. Well, sir,  I can remember only one i s o l a t e d  i n c i -  
dent. This i n c i d e n t  t h a t  was brought t o  my a t t e n t i o n ,  and 
I d i d n ' t  even--at t h a t  t i n e ,  1 don8t know whether it r e f e r ­
ed t o  My Lai o r  where. My 53 and I were t a l k i n g  and I want­
ed t o  go down t o  an opera t ion ,  e i t h e r  LZ Uptight  or t h e  
P inkv i l l e  a rea .  This  w a s  i n  t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  of June, a s  I 
remember. And my S3 a t  t h e  t ime, Major John P .  MCANAW-­
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MR MACCRATE : ( In te rpos ing)  Major John-- 

A. ( In te rpos ing)  MCANAW. I th ink  h i s  middle i n i t i a l  
was P .  Being new t o  t h e  a r e a ,  of  course ,  he t o l d  m e  about t h e  
p l e t h o r a  of booby t r a p s  i n  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  a r e a  and s o  f o r t h .  
Then he mentioned t h a t  Task Force Barker had gone i n  t h e r e  
and k i l l e d  q u i t e  a few VC and had s u f f e r e d  q u i t e  a few cas­
u a l t i e s  a l s o .  I b e l i e v e  h e  mentioned t h a t ,  I th ink  he s a i d ,  
a correspondent had s a i d  t h a t  some c i v i l i a n s  had been k i l l e d .  
I d o n ' t  t h i n k  he  mentioned t h e  number o r  anything. He j u s t  
s a i d  "some, " and t h a t  from what he  heard t h a t  was j u s t  n o t  
t r u e ,  o r  words t o  t h a t  e f f e c t .  And t h a t ' s  t h e  only o t h e r  
knowledge o f  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  a r e a  t h a t  was brought t o  my 
a t t e n t i o n .  My B Company had p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  i t  and I never 
heard anybody from B Company mention anything a t  a l l  about 
it. A t  t h e  t ime,  i n c i d e n t a l l y ,  I never r e l a t e d  t h e  v i s i t  
with Colonel HENDERSON and t h a t  MCANAW scene, i t  never  
c rossed  my mind t o  r e l a t e  these  two, f r ank ly .  

Q. Had you heard rumors t h a t  a s t a t e s i d e  newspaper 
had c a r r i e d  s t o r i e s  about t h e  Task Force Barker opera t ion?  

A. I t h i n k  t h i s  i s  what MCANAW was r e f e r r i n g  t o ,  
bu t  I ' m  n o t  s u r e .  He j u s t  said--I 'm no t  s u r e  whether he 
s a i d  newspaper correspondent o r  correspondent.  Again I was 
focusing more on an opera t ion  t h a t  I wanted t o  mount and he 
was t e l l i n g  me t h e  dangers i n h e r e n t  i n  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  a r e a ,  
t h e  Batangan Pez insu la .  Th i s  was, as I remember, t h e  ccnver ­
s a t i o n .  

Q. W e l l ,  you had your Bravo Company with you f o r  
some t i m e  a f t e r  t h a t ?  

A. Yes, sir.  

Q. You i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  you d i d n ' t  hea r  them t a l k i n g  
about My Lai o r  any rumors. Did hear  them mention Co Luy. 

A. No, sir .  

Q. Any mention of  Co Lay, o r  My Khe, i n  which some 
unusual a c t i v i t i e s  may have poss ib ly  taken p lace?  

A. No, s ir .  And I walked with t h a t  company s e v e r a l  
times a s  I remember, s ir .  I th ink  t h e  f i r s t  time was i n  
June, r i g h t  a f t e r  I had taken over .  We were i n  LZ D o t t i e  
and I had B Company making a sweep down toward t h e  r i v e r ,  
Song Tra Khuc. Coming back up and I walked with them and I 
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guess it w a s  about a 2-hour walk back t o  Dot t i e .  ~ n d  
w h i l e  I was wi th  them I would c h a t  wi th  t h e  s o l d i e r s  and, . 
you know, walk up t o  one and shoot  t h e  b u l l  with him, ask 
where he was from, and s o  f o r t h ,  walk up t o  another  one and 
do t he  same th ing .  And I never heard them mention anything 
at a l l ,  sir.  On t h e  o t h e r  hand, I was s t r a n g e  t o  them. 

Q. Yes. Did you kncw a Lieutenant  WILLINGHAM i n  
Bravo Company ? 

A. I had a WILLINGHAM who took over  Echcl Company. 

Q. Had he been i n  Bravo Company? 

A. I 'm n o t  su re .  

Do you have h i s  f i r s t  name? 

Q. I ' m  s u r e  I can f i n d  it. I d o n ' t  have it immedi­
a t e l y  a v a i l a b l e  t o  me, b u t  I ' l l  g e t  it f o r  you. 

A. Yes, my Echo Company commander was na i~ed  WILLING- 
HAM. 

Q- M r .  WCCRATE, do you have some ques t ions?  

MR MACCRATE: Yes, 1 do, b u t  I might haye t h e  WILLINGHAM 
name here.  

10: He had t h e  f i r s t  p la toon a t  t h e  time, Bravo Company. 

blR MACCRATE: Y e s ,  b u t  I don ' t  ha7;e it h e r e  wi th  t h a t .  
Colonel RUSSELL, it i s  of some i n t e r e s t  t o  us t o  t r y  and f i x  
as c l o s e l y  a s  we can t h e  time of your v i s i t  t o  Duc Pho when 
you observed Colonel HEN3ERSON a t  work on some s o r t  of a 
r e p o r t .  W e  understand t h a t  it might be something t h a t  had 
no r e l a t i o n  t o  our  p r e s e n t  inqu i ry ,  b u t  t h i s  i s  wi th in  a 
time frame t h a t  i s  of i n t e r e s t  t o  US. SO I would ask you 
whether t h e r e  a r e  any o t h e r  po in t s  of r e fe rence  t h a t  you 
can use i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  one t h s t  you've a l luded t o ,  t h a t  
it was a s h o r t  time be fo re  Colonel BARKEX assumed command 
of t h e  4 / 3 .  Have you any i d e a  a s  t o  how much or  how long 
i n  advance of 1 June he learned  t h a t  he was going t o  t ake  
command of t h e  4/3? Task Forcc Barker was a c i u a l l y  t e r m i ­
nated on 9 A p r i l  1968, s o  might he no t ,  a t  an e a r l i e r  t i m e ,  
have learned  of t h i s  assignment. 
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A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  s u r e ,  he could have. I n  o t h e r  words, 
when I spoke t o  him, a l l  he s a i d  was, "I' m  taking. ove r  com­
mand of t h e  4 / 3 , "  a s  I remembcr, "on 1 June."  And i f  I 
renember, X t h i n k  it was 13  days t o  go, it was something of  
t h a t  na tu re .  But I only c h a t t e d  wi th  him a couple  o f  minutes. 
W e  t a l k e d  about  va r ious  and sundry o t h e r  t h i n g s .  I congrat ­
u l a t e d  him, of  cour se ,  on o b t a i n i n g  a b a t t a l i o n .  

Q. Now, I r e a l i z e  t h a t  t h i s  i s  s t r e t c h i n g  one ' s  rec­
o l l e c t i o n ,  t h i s  n e x t  i n q u i r y ,  b u t  you do r e c a l l  t h a t  Colonel 
HEWDERSON was a t  work on something. I would be i n t e r e s t e d  
whether you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of t h e  magnitude of  t h e  
paper around him. Was t h e r e  evidence of a c o i l e c t i o n  o f  
s t a t emen t s ,  such a s  you were f a m i l i a r  wi th  i n  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s ?  
Have you any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of such a t h i n g  wi th  Colonel 
HENDERSON, a t  t h a t  t ime? 

A. S i r ,  I j u s t  d o n ' t  know. I t h i n k  t h e r e  was a map 
on -che desk,  number one. I ' m  n o t  s u r e  of t h a t ,  b u t  it s t r i k e s  
m e  a s  something I remzmber, you know, t h e  kirid t h a t  you 
c a r r y .  And t h e r e  might have been o t h e r  papers  t h e r e .  I n  
f a c t  I ' m  s u r e  t h d t  t h e r e  w e r e .  

Q But noth ing  t h a t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  impressed i t s e l f  i n  
your mind? 

A. No, s ir .  I n  f a c t ,  when he mentioned t h i s ,  I d i d n ' t  
t h i n k  anyth ing  of  i t ,  f r a n k l p .  I mean ;t was going on a l l  
t h e  t i m e ,  r e a l l y ,  g e t t i n g  something down t o  answer. 

Q And I unders tand yon had soixething on your mind 
a t  t h e  t i m e  when you went i n .  

A. Y e s ,  sir. I s u r e  d id .  

Q - P u t t i n g  t h e s e  words t o g e t h e r  aga in ,  Colonel RUSSELL, 
can you--as I remember, he  had i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  it was an unwar­
r an ted  a l l e g z t i o n ?  

A. To t h e  b e s t  of  my r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  s i r ,  yes .  Again 
it was a c a s u a l  conversa t ion  and I wasn ' t ,  you know, r e a l l y  
soaking up every word. There was something else, my thoughts  
were r a t h e r  s o r t  of  inward, s o  t o  speak.  It seemed ' t o  ' m e  he 
was a l i t t l e  per turbed .  H e  s a i d  soizething about ,  you know, 
an i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  H e  d i d n ' t  s ay  "paper d r i l l , "  b u t  what­
eve r  he s a i d  would l e a d  m e  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h a t  was t h e  case. 
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~ n dI j u s t ,  you know, it never r e a l l y  came back t o  me u n t i l  
. 	 	 much, much l a t e r ,  when t h i s  came ou t  i n  t h e  paper ,  a c t u a l l y ,  

I guess. O r  maybe I mentioned i t  t o  t h e  USARV I G ,  I d o n ' t  
remember t h a t  e i t h e r .  

Q No, w e  have some i n d i c a t i o n  of  you t a l k i n g  t o  t h e  
USARV I G ,  b u t  h i s  i n d i c a t i o n  was p r imar i ly  of  your hear ing  
rumors t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  some a r t i c l e s  had appeared i n  t h e  
united S t a t e s  i n  t h e  newspaper. 

A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  I e v e r ,  t o  the b e s t  of 
my knowledge, t a l k e d  t o  him about any a r t i c l e s  t h a t  appeared 
i n  t h e  United S t a t e s ,  I ' m  p r e t t y  s u r e  of t h a t .  But I do 
remember t e l l i n g  him t h a t  my S3 had brought t h i s  up i n  a 
casual  conversa t ion ,  I don ' t  remember. And my S3 i s  t h e  
one t h a t  s a i d  something about t h e  newspaper correspondent ,  
o r  t h e  correspondent ,  I ' m  n o t  su re  whether he  connected it 
t o  words o r  n o t ,  even. Again I was focusing on an opera t ion  
t h a t  I wanted t o  mount. 

MR MACCRATE : How does Major MCANAW s p e l l  h i s  name? 

A. M-C-A-N-A-W. And h i s  address  i s ,  I t h i n k ,  1234 
4th S t r e e t ,  Fargo, North Dakota, t h e  Armed Forces Entrance and 
Examining S t a t i o n .  I d o n ' t  know t h e  ZIP.  

I0: We ' r e  t a l k i n g  about your Echo Company commander. 
Would it have been Thomas K. WILLINGHAM? 

A. I b e l i e v e  h i s  f i r s t  name was Thomas, sir. 

Q Were you aware t h a t  t h i s  i s  probably t h e  same 
indiv idual  t h a t  commanded t h e  1st Platoon o f  Bravo Company 
during t h i s  opera t ion?  

A. W e l l ,  I ' m  s u r e  he  mentioned it, b u t  I f rank ly  d o n ' t  
remember whether h e  d i d  o r  no t .  I th ink  he took over  Echo 
Company on 1 June. H e  was a l ready t h e  Echo Company commander 
when I took over.  

Q Was he a l i e u t e n a n t  a t  t h e  time? 

A. Yes, s i r ,  a f i r s t  l i e u t e n a n t .  

Q Well, we apprec ia te  you coming down, Colonel RUSSELL, 
and you have been considerably h e l p f u l  t o  us .  From t h e  i n f o r ­
mation which we have d iscussed  with you t h i s  morning, and a s  
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you pry your own memory, i f  anything else does come t o  mind 
o r  i f  you r e c a l l  any documents, any photos,  maps, any kind 
of m a t e r i a l  t h a t  would be h e l p f u l  t o  us ,  we'd be very happy 
t o  have it i n  o rde r  t o  be a b l e  t o  record  any a d d i t i o n a l  
testimony you may have. I f  you have any ques t ions ,  o r  i f  
you would l i k e  t o  make a s ta tement  a t  t h i s  t ime, t h e  f l o o r  
is  yours. 

A. Thank you, s ir .  I ' v e  t r i e d  t o  r e c v l l e c t  t o  t h e  
b e s t  of my a b i l i t y ,  those  th ings  which I f e e l  might impact 
on t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  I t ' s  p r e t t y  hard t o  r e c a l l  something 
t h a t  t r a n s p i r e d ,  i n  a coriversation, f o r  ins t ance ,  roughly 
over  20 months o r  s o  ago. I ' v e  f r ank ly  racked my b r a i n  and 
my meli~ory s i n c e  I was n o t i f i e d  by Major A P I C I ,  I b e l i e v e ,  
t h a t  I would appear be fo re  you, sir.  To t h e  b e s t  of my 
knowledge, I have furn ished  you wi th  everyth ing  t h a t  I know 
about t h i s  th ing .  I ' m  hoping t h a t  a l o t  of what I have t o l d  
you has n o t  been colored  by events  o r  perhaps something t h a t  
I ' v e  read ,  because sometimes you have a tendency t o  do t h i s ,  
b u t  I ' v e  c e r t a i n l y  t r i e d  t o  be as  o b j e c t i v e  as I poss ib ly  
can. Thank you, sir.  

10: The hea r ing  w i l l  recess a t  t h i s  t i m e .  

(The hear ing  recessed a t  1105 hours ,  1 4  January 1970.) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: VAN R Y Z I N ,  W i l l i a m  J. LTG 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 1 4  January 1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: Deputy Commander, 
I11 Marine Amphibious Force. 

Lieutenant  General VAN R Y Z I N  probably s a w  t h e  captured 
weapons-enemy KTA r a t i o  (pg. 2 ) .  However, t h i s  w a s  n o t  so 
unusual as t o  raise ques t ions  (pgs. 2 ,  3)  . H e  d i d  n o t  
r e c a l l  any conversat ion with General KOSTER regarding 
c i v i l i a n s  be ing  k i l l e d  dur ing  t h e  My Lai ( 4 )  opera t ion  
(pg. 3)  . The wi tness  w a s  unaware of any i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
concerning p o s s i b l e  U.S. a t r o c i t i e s  i n  t h a t  A 0  o r  of  
enemy propaganda which would p o i n t  t o  U.S. a t r o c i t i e s  
i n  t h a t  area (pg. 4 )  . 
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(The hea r ing  reconvened a t  1430 hours ,  1 4  January 
  
1970.) 
 

10: Th i s  hea r ing  w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  

RCDR: The fo l lowing  persons a r e  p resen t :  LFG PEERS, 
MR MACCRATE, and MAJ LYNN. 

The n e x t  w i tness  i s  L ieu tenan t  General  VAN R Y Z I N .  

(LTG VAN R Y Z I N  was c a l l e d  a s  a  w i t n e s s ,  was sworn, 
and t e s t i f i e d  a s  fol lows : )  

General  VAN R Y Z I N ,  w i l l  you p l e a s e  s t a t e  your f u l l  
name, S o c i a l  S e c u r i t y  number, o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  and s t a t i o n ?  

A. William J. VAN R Y Z I N ,  c h i e f  of  s t a f f ,  U . S .  Marine 
Corps, Headquarters ,  U.S. Marine Corps, 

I0: General  VAN R Y Z I N ,  w e  have given q u i t e  a  b i t  o f  
i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  t h e  wi tnesses  whom we have had i n  he re .  But 
r a t h e r  than  go through t h e  s i t u a t i o n  wi th  you, I w i l l  provide 
you t h i s  and ask you t o  read  it o r  scan  it ,  and I w i l l  then  
ask you i f  you have any ques t ions .  

(The I0 handed t h e  wi tness  a copy of  t h e  i n t r o -  
ductory s ta tement .  The wi tness  r ead  it a s  r eques t ed . )  

A. No ques t ions .  

Q g  
  
  General  VAN R Y Z I N ,  would you i n d i c a t e  what your 
assignment w a s  i n  t h e  middle of  March 1968? 

A. I was t h e  deputy commander of I11 MAF. 

Q= How long  had you been i n  t h a t  p o s i t i o n ?  

.A. 	 	 I r e p o r t e d  i n  on, I b e l i e v e ,  1 4  February and l e f t  
i n  t h e  end of June of  t h a t  same year .  

Q- Were you aware of  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  of  Task Force 
Barker i n t o  t h e  a r e a  of  Son My on 1 6  March? 

A. I wasn ' t  f a m i l i a r  w i th  it under t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  
t i t l e .  I knew t h e  ope ra t ion  a s  Muscatine. I t h i n k  it was 
i n t o  t h e  Wheeler Wallowa area .  T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  

Q. There was noth ing  s p e c i f i c  about i t ?  

(VAN R Y Z I N )  	  	  APP T-151 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
 
 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
 
 

A. No. Not f o r  me .  My d u t i e s  d i d n ' t  i nvo lve  m e  i n  
t h a t  type  of o p e r a t i o n  a t  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  t i m e .  

Q. Would you i n d i c a t e  g e n e r a l l y  what your d u t i e s  as 
t h e  deputy commander encompassed? 

A. When I f i r s t  a r r i v e d  t h e r e ,  I was t h e  second i n  
command and would have succeeded t h e  commander i f  Bob CUSHMAN 
had been de tached  o r  something had happened. A t  t h i s  p a r t i -  
c u l a r  t i m e ,  a f t e r  t h e  24th Corps was organized ,  General  ROSSON 
had succeeded t o  t h e  command. But g e n e r a l l y  speaking ,  my 
d u t i e s  under General  CUSHMAN w e r e  t o  j u s t  keep g e n e r a l l y  famil-  
i a r  w i th  what was t a k i n g  p l a c e  o p e r a t i o n a l l y .  But, a s . y o u  re­
c a l l ,  t h e  T e t  o f f e n s i v e  had t h e n  occur red ,  and a t  t h a t  p a r t i -  
c u l a r  t ime w e  had ve ry ,  ve ry  d i f f i c u l t  l o g i s t i c s  problems. W e  
had t o  r e a l l y  c o n c e n t r a t e  on t h a t  a r e a  t o  be s u r e  t h a t  w e  had 
adequate suppor t  up n o r t h  t o  t a k e  c a r e  of Operat ion Delaware, 
and a t  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  t i m e  w e  w e r e  p lanning  f o r  Operat ion 
Pegasus. 

Q. I ask you t o  r e c a l l  i f  you w e r e  involved  i n  t h e  
immediate area of t h e  DMZ, and, more p a r t i c u l a r y ,  i n  Khe Sanh? 

A. That  i s  c o r r e c t .  A s  you know, w e  w e r e  some 2,500 
t o n s  s h o r t  i n  terms of  s u p p l i e s  a t  t h a t  t i m e  because of t h e  
breaking  of t h e  roads ,  t h e  r a i l r o a d ,  and t h e  d i f f i c u l t y  ge t -  
t i n g  a c r o s s  t h e  Perfume and t h e  Qua V i e t  River.  W e  w e r e  
pushing i n  s u p p l i e s  a t  1,500 t o n s  a day. W e  had t o  b u i l d  it 
up w e l l  above t h e  2,500 t o n s  a day t o  m e e t  o u r  l i m i t .  

Q. General  VAN R Y Z I N ,  I have h e r e  two e x t r a c t  cop ie s  
of t h e  Dai ly  H i s t o r i c a l  Summary of  I11 MAF, a copy of which 
w a s  s e n t  t o  t h e  F l e e t  Marine Force of  t h e  P a c i f i c ,  which I w i l l  
show t o  you, and ask you i f  you a r e  f a m i l i a r  w i th  t h i s  par-  
t i c u l a r  document? This  h a s  been e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  r eco rd  as 
Exh ib i t  M-38. 

.(The I 0  handed E x h i b i t  M - 3 8  t o  t h e  wi tnes s . )  

A. I ' m  s u r e  I saw t h i s  a t  t h a t  t i m e  because I d i d  see 
a l l  t h e  ou tgoing  messages. 

Q. I am p a r t i c u l a r i l y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  i t e m  down a t  
t h e  bottom of t h e  page,  General  VAN R Y Z I N ,  where it i n d i c a t e s  
128/922. I n d i c a t i n g  128 K I A  f o r  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  o p e r a t i o n ,  
which was Muscatine,  and a cumulative t o t a l  of  922. Then, 
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going down t o  t h e  t o t a l  of 3 weapons captured  t h a t  day,  and 
a t o t a l  of 160 weapons a s  a cumulative f i g u r e .  

A. Y e s ,  sir. A s  you know, w e  maintained s t a t i s t i c s  
out  t h e r e ,  and n o t  j u s t  i n  suppor t ,  b u t  f o r  a l l  ope ra t ion .  
And, of  course ,  w e  w e r e  b r i e f e d  d a i l y  on t h e  s t a t u s  of t h e  
operat ion.  

Q e  
  
 My q u e s t i o n  i s  whether o r  n o t  t h e s e  s t a t i s t i c s  of 
128 VC K I A  and on ly  3 weapons, whether t h i s  prompted any i n ­
qu i ry  o r  i f  some d i scuss ion  about t h i s  went on dur ing  t h e  . 

opera t ions  o r  dur ing  t h e  b r i e f i n g  a t  111 MAF? 

A. No, I d o n ' t  t h i n k  it r a i s e d  any q u e s t i o n s  because 
we had c a s e s ,  n o t  many, b u t  t h e r e  a r e  c a s e s  l i k e  t h a t ,  f o r  
example, Khe Sanh, and t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  around Hue a t  t h a t  t i m e .  
There a r e  cases  t h a t  you j u s t  d i d n ' t  have a chance t o  move i n  
on t h e  b a t t l e  a r e a  and o b t a i n  t h e  weapons and t h e  counts .  So, 
a t  t h e  t i m e ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any d i s c u s s i o n  on t h i s  matter. 

Q W e l l ,  I have h e r e  another  document which i s  t h e  
SITREP of  I11 MAF covering t h e  same pe r iod .  This  has  been 
en tered  i n t o  t h e  record  a s  R-11.  You w i l l  n o t i c e  t h a t  a t  t h e  
bottom of t h e  page it i n d i c a t e s  t h e  p l a n s  f o r  Operation Musca­
t i n e .  On t h e  fo l lowing  page i s  a rundown of t h e  e n t r i e s  t o  
the  l o g  of I11 MAF. 

(The I G  handed Exh ib i t  2-11 t o  t he  wi tness .  ) 

From what you have p rev ious ly  i n d i c a t e d ,  I t a k e  it 
t h e r e  i s  noth ing  h e r e  t h a t  had c r e a t e d  any undue ques t ions?  

A. Not a t  t h e  t i m e .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any. 

Q W e  have t a l k e d  t o  General  CUSHMAN, General  VAN 
R Y Z I N ,  and w e  have a l s o  t a l k e d  t o  General  KOSTER, and, as you 
might w e l l  imagine, a l a r g e  number of o t h e r  people .  But 
General KOSTER r e c a l l s  t h a t  he a t  one t i m e  t a l k e d  t o  some­
body from Headquarters ,  I11 MAF, and t o l d  them about t h e  
ope ra t ion  t h e r e ,  and t h e  f a c t  t h a t  some c i v i l i a n s  had been 
k i l l e d ,  and t h i s  was under i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  I wondered i f  by 
chance you had any d i scuss ion  wi th  General  KOSTER along t h e s e  
l i n e s ?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any, General  PEERS. I was only 
b r i e f e d  by t h e  America1 Div is ion ,  because a s  I t o l d  you 
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e a r l i e r ,  I was d i r e c t e d  t o  concent ra te  i n  t h e  nor thern  two 
provinces.  I d i d  pay a cour tesy  v i s i t  on t h e  America1 Divi- 
s ion .  I d i d  v i s i t  a l l  t h e  CAP u n i t s  i n  t h a t  a rea .  the^ he 
gave me a genera l  b r i e f i n g  himself on t h e  a r e a ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  
r e c a l l  d i scuss ing  operation--1 b e l i e v e  it was before  t h i s  
time--the Muscatine opera t ion .  

Q. Were you ever  aware t h a t  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was 
being conducted wi th in  t h e  America1 Divis ion,  o r  wi th in  t h e  
11th  Brigade, concerning something t h a t  may have taken p lace  
i n  t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  a r e a  of Muscatine? 

A. I was F a w a r e  of it. The only i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t h a t  
I was aware of was t h e  American i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of t h e  a l l e g e d  
l o o t i n g  i n  t h e  Hue a rea .  And t h a t ' s  t h e  only i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
t h a t  I was aware o f .  

Q. You knew General LAM,. . I ' m  sure .  

A. Yes, I did.  

Q. The I Corps commander. Did you ever  t a l k  t o  him 
about,  o r  d i d  he e v e r  t a l k  t o  you about ,  anything t h a t  may 
have t r a n s p i r e d  i n  t h i s  a rea?  

A. No, s i r ,  he d i d  no t .  I r a r e l y  met with him alone. 
I usual ly  m e t  wi th  him i n  conferences o r  when General CUSHMAN 
went over. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any time t h a t  t h i s  m a t t e r  was d i s -  
cussed. 

Q- Was it e v e r  c a l l e d  t o  your a t t e n t i o n  i n  any way 
t h a t  General LAM o r  o t h e r  p a r t s  of t h e  ARVN o r  GVN were 
conducting an i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A. I w a s  unaware of it. 

Q. Were you aware of any VC propaganda i n  terms of  
r a d i o  broadcas ts ,  l e a f l e t s ,  p o s t e r s ,  arm bands, s logans ,  o r  
anything e l s e  which would p o i n t  t o  something which may have 
t r a n s p i r e d  i n  t h i s  a rea?  

I w a s  no t .  

Q- Did you e v e r  have any reason t o  suspec t  anything 
unusual t h a t  might have taken p l a c e  i n  t h a t  a rea?  

A. No. I t  came a s  a complete s u r p r i s e  t o  m e .  
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MR MACCRATE: I have no q u e s t i o n s .  

10: 	 	 Do you have anyth ing  o r  any q u e s t i o n s  t h a t  you 
l i k e  t o  a sk ,  General  VAN RYZIN? 

A. No, I d o n ' t .  
  
  

Q- DO you have any s t a t emen t s  t h a t  you would l i k e  t o  
  
  
add f o r  t h e  r eco rd?  

A. No. 

10: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  recess. 

(The h e a r i n g  r eces sed  a t  1442 hour s ,  1 4  January 
1970. ) 

(VAN R Y Z I N )  	  APP T-151 
 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

SUMMARY O F  TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: ADKINS, Alvin E. COL 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 28 January 1970 

PLACE O F  TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

COUNSEL : None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 1 6  MARCH 1968: CO, 4/3, 11th  Brigade 
u n t i l  1 June 1968 a t  which t ime he became G2 o f  t h e  
America1 Divis ion.  

1. PRIOR T R A I N I N G  I N  THE RULES OF LAND WARFARE. 

The wi tness  was b r i e f e d  on t h e  r u l e s  o f  engagement 
from t i m e  t o  t i m e  (pg. 1 4 ) .  These ru les '  provided a g a i n s t  
unnecessary k i l l i n g  o r  d e s t r u c t i o n  of proper ty  (pg. 1 4 )  . 
They could des t roy  hootches i n  i d e n t i f i e d  VC s t rongholds 
i f  they  rece ived  f i r e  from it o r  i f  it was otherwise 
necessary f o r  t h e  s e c u r i t y  of t h e  f o r c e  (pgs. 1 4 ,  1 5 ) .  A t  
b a t t a l i o n  commanders' meetings HENDERSON emphasized t h e  
r u l e s  of engagement (pg. 1 4 ) .  P r i o r  t o  going t o  ~ i e t n a m  
they rece ived  MACV r u l e s  concerning t h e  t rea tment  of  
c i v i l i a n s  which were passed o u t  t o  t h e  t roops  (pg. 27) . 
Winning t h e  h e a r t s  and minds of  t h e  people was emphasized 
(pg. 2 1 ) .  

2 .  KNOWLEDGE OF THE 16 MARCH OPERATION. 

While ADKINS was aware of  s i g n i f i c a n t  con tac t  i n  t h e  
a r e a  between LZ Uptight and t h e  south dur ing  an opera t ion  
conducted i n  conjunct ion with t h e  2d ARVN Divis ion ,  he d i d  
n o t  r e c a l l  t h e  VC body count o r  t h e  number of weapons 
captured (pg. 9 ) .  He was unaware of  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  
t h e  1 6  March opera t ion  (pg. 1 0 ) .  H e  heard no comments o r  
rumors from anyone concerning t h e  dea th  of noncombatants 
i n  t h e  M y  ~ a i( 4 )  a r e a  i n  mid-March (pgs. 1 2 ,  2 4 )  . He 
d id  n o t  h e a r  of  any vc propaganda which a l l eged  t h a t  
Americans had k i l l e d  a l a r g e  number of  people i n  t h e  

(ADKINS ) 1 SUM APP T-258 



1 

FOR O F F I C I A L  USE ONLY 
 
 

Son My a r e a  (pg. 1 2 ) .  No one eve r  t o l d  him of  a r e p o r t  
from a v i l l a g e  ch ie f  o f  Tu Cong o r  Son My t o  t h e  d i s t r i c t  
ch ief  o r  province ch ie f  (pg. 1 3 ) .  Although he had a 
l o t  of c o n t a c t  wi th  Major GAVIN, GAVIN s a i d  nothing about 
an i n c i d e n t  in Tu Cung (pgs. 2 2 ,  23) .  

3. OTHER INFORMATION. 

a .  Conversations' con,cerning t h e  My L a i  i n c i d e n t .  

The wi tness  had conversat ions with Lieutenant  
Colonel FRANKLIN and Major CALHOUN s i n c e  t h e  My Lai  
i n c i d e n t  became p u b l i c  knowledge (pg. 3 ) .  ~ o t h i n g  s p e c i f i c  
about t h e  ma t t e r  was d iscussed  i n  e i t h e r  case  (pg. 3 ) .  

b. GOUZOULES' s t a t u s  i n  Task Force Barker. 

He had no r e c o l l e c t i o n  of  Captain GOUZOULES 
being dec lared  a persona non g r a t a  by Task Force Barker 
(pgs. 4 ,  5 ,  6) . He r e c a l l e d  no conversat ion with 
~ i e u t e n a n t  Colonel ANASTRANSKI concerning GOUZOULES' 
s t a t u s  (pg. 6 ) .  GOUZOULES d id  S5 work along Highway 1 
(pg. 8 ) .  He could no t  remember r ece iv ing  any c r i t i c i s m  
about GOUZOULES. from anyone (pg. 8) . 

c.  MICHLES'conunents on re tu rn ing  t o  ADKINS con t ro l .  

He r e c a l l e d  rece iv ing  no derogatory information 
about Task Force Barker from MICHLES when t h e  l a t t e r  
re turned  t o  ADKINS c o n t r o l  a f t e r  Task Force Barker ' s  
d i s s o l u t i o n  (pgs.  15-17). He d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  MICHLES 
saying anything about t h e  1 6  March opera t ion  (pg. 1 8 ) .  
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(The hear ing  reconvened a t  0940 hours ,  28 January 
 
  
1970 .) 
 
 

10: The hear ing  w i l l  come t o  order .  

RCDR: The fol lowing named persons a r e  p resen t :  LTG PEERS, 
MR MACCRATE, COL ARMSTRONG, MAJ LYNN. 

S i r ,  t h e  next  wi tness  i s  Colonel Alvin E. ADKINS. 

(Colonel ADKINS was c a l l e d  a s  a  wi tness ,  was sworn, 
and t e s t i f i e d  as  fol lows:)  

For t h e  record, w i l l  you p lease  s t a t e  your f u l l  
name, grade,  Soc ia l  Secur i ty  number, o rgan iza t ion ,  and s t a t i o n ?  

A. Alvin Edwara ADKINS, Colonel, , I ' m  
c u r r e n t l y  assigned t o  t h e  T a c t i c s  and Combined A r m s  Department, 
U.S. Army F i e l d  A r t i l l e r y  School, F o r t  S i l l  Oklahoma. 

10: Colonel ADKINS have you had an opportuni ty t o  
read  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  (Exhibi t  M-5 7)  ? 

A. Yes, sir ,  I have. 

Q. D o  you ucderstand them o r  have any ques t ions?  

A. No ques t ions ,  sir.  

Q. On my l e f t  is  M r .  Robert MACCRATE, he i s  a c i v i l i a n  
a t to rney  who has volunteered h i s  s e r v i c e s  t o  t h e  Secre tary  of 
t h e  Army t o  a s s i s t  i n  t h i s  inqu i ry .  H e  a l s o  provides l e g a l  
counsel t o  me ana t o  o t h e r  members of t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  team. 
Colonel ARMSTRONG is  .on my r i g h t ,  he was appointed by the  Of f i ce  
of t h e  Chief of S t a f f  a s  an a s s i s t a n t  t o  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  
E i t h e r  of t h e s e  gentlemen a s i d e  from myself may a l s o  address 
ques t ions  t o  you t h i s  morning. We have o t h e r  groups such as 
t h i s  t h a t  a r e  t ak ing  testimony from o t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l s .  I t  w i l l  
be my job, however, t o  put  toge the r  t h e  r e p o r t ,  t o  weigh t h e  
evidence, and t o  determine t h e  f ind ings  and the  recommendations. 

A s  a m i l i t a r y  o f f i c e r  you a r e  ordered  not  t o  d i s -  
cuss your testimony i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  with o t h e r s ,  inc luding  
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o t h e r  wi tnesses  before  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  except  i n  t h e - p e r -  
formance of o f f i c i a l  duty ,  o r  i f  you may be requ i red  t o  do s o  
be fo re  competent admin i s t r a t ive  j u d i c i a l ,  o r  l e g i s l a t i v e  bodies.  
With re spec t  t o  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e ,  t h e r e  i s  a p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  
you may be reques ted  t o  appear before  one of t h e  congressional  
committees, more s p e c i f i c a l l y  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  subcommittee 
of t h e  House Armed Services  Committee, i n  which event  your 
testimony and appearance here  would i n  no way preclude your 
appearance before  such a l e g i s l a t i v e  body. 

A. Could I be given counsel before  such an appear ­
ance, s i r ?  

Q- Would you be given counsel? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  of any kind. 

a. I f  you wanted counsel it could be provided. You 
have no t  been c i t e d  o r  cautioned i n  t h e  genera l  cour t -mar t ia l  
case of t h e  United S t a t e s  v. Calley? 

A. No, s ir .  

Q- I f  you a r e  a t  one time o r  another  c i t e d  i n  t h a t  
case,  your appearance here  would i n  no way change t h e  appl i -  
c a b i l i t y  of such an o rde r  by one of t h e  m i l i t a r y  judges i n  
t h a t  case  o r  any of t h e  o t h e r  cases which may a r i s e  o u t  of 
t h i s  inc iden t .  Do you have any o t h e r  ques t ions  a t  t h i s  time? 

A. No ques t ions ,  s ir .  

Q. Colonel A D K I N S ,  would you i n d i c a t e  your duty assign- 
ments w i t h i n  t h e  America1 Divis ion,  when you began such an 
assignment, terminated them and t h e  d a t e  of any changes and 
s o  on? 

A. My i n i t i a l  assignment w i t h  t h e  America1 Divis ion,  
s ir ,  commenced with t h e  c l o s u r e  of t h e  11th Brigade i n t o  t h e  
Duc Pho a r e a  i n  December of 1967 .  A t  which t ime t h e  br igade  
became a p a r t  of t h e  Americal Divis ion,  a t  t h a t  time I was 
commanding o f f i c e r  of t h e  4th B a t t a l i o n ,  3d In fan t ry .  

Q. How long had you been with t h e  4/3? 
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A .  Since  mid-July, sir.  I assumed command o f  t h e  
att tali on i n  Hawaii i n  mid-July 1967, and I was commander of  

t h e  4/3 u n t i l  approximately  1 June  o r  t h e  end of  May, the 
exac t  day e scapes  m e ,  e i t h e r  29 th ,  30th o f  May o r  1 June ,  a t  
which t i m e  I became a G 2  of t h e  America1 Div i s ion .  

Q- You took  o v e r  from TREXLER as t h e  G2 t h e n ,  i s  
t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir,  b u t  h e  had a l r e a d y  d e p a r t e d ,  I b e l i e v e ,  
s i r ,  b e f o r e  I g o t  t h e r e  and one o f  t h e  majors ,  t h e  s e n i o r  major ,  
a s s i s t a n t  G2 a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  a Major John DORF w a s  a c t u a l l y  a c t ­
i n g  a s  t h e  G2 when I a r r i v e d  a t  d i v i s i o n .  

Q. Since  t h e  t i m e  t h a t  t h e  s o  c a l l e d  My L a i  i n c i d e n t  
of 16 March 1968, became a m a t t e r  of  p u b l i c  knowledge through 
t h e  newspapers and r a d i o  and t e l e v i s i o n  and s o  on ,  have you 
had any c o n v e r s a t i o n s  w i t h  anybody from t h e  America1 Div is ion  
concerning t h e  i n c i d e n t  i t s e l f  o r  t h e  r e p o r t i n g  of t h e  inves ­
t i g a t i o n  of  t h e  i n c i d e n t ?  

A. No o f f i c i a l  t ype  c o n v e r s a t i o n s ,  s i r ,  I ' v e  had a 
cha t  w i t h  a couple  o f  my acqua in t ances ,  a L i e u t e n a n t  Colonel  
J i m  FRANKLIN, who had t h e  3d B a t t a l i o n ,  1st I n f a n t r y  v i s i t e d  
Fo r t  S i l l  and t h e  srh-ject  c m e  up, but it w a s  n o t  d i s c u s s e d  
i n  a manner i n  s o  f a r  as I t h i n k  o f  de te rmin ing  how much w e  
knew about  i t  o r  d i d n ' t  know o r  any i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  o r  any­
t h i n g  of  subs t ance  o f  t h a t  n a t u r e .  I a l s o  knew Major CALHOUN 
who w a s  a f r i e n d  of  mine o f  many y e a r s  ago when w e  w e r e  bo th  
aide-de-camps. I knew t h a t  h e  had been c a l l e d  on some s o r t  of  
an i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  I knew t h a t  s i r ,  through correspondence wi th  
him. 

Q. Did h e  have anyth ing  t o  s ay  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  i n  h i s  
correspondence? 

A .  No, sir,  n o t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  a s  whether  o r  n o t  he  
knew any th ing  t o  have happened o r  he  d i d n ' t  know, no th ing  of  
t h a t  n a t u r e  a t  a l l ,  sir. 

Q Do you remember t h e  name o f  your  S5 when you had 
t h e  b a t t a l i o n ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir,  I b e l i e v e  it was a Capta in  GAZULAS, o r  
something o f  t h a t  n a t u r e ,  GONZALES, no GONZALES had B Company, 
I t h i n k  it w a s  GAZULAS. 
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Q 	 I t  was GOUZOULES. Do you r e c a l l  a s i t u a t i o n , w h e r e i n  
GOUZOULES was more o r  l e s s  dec lared  persona non g r a t a  i n  LZ 
D o t t i e  and Task Force Barker? 

A. No, sir ,  he never mentioned anything s p e c i f i c a l l y  
  

of t h a t  n a t u r e  t o  me, because he was a c t u a l l y  my S5, b u t  he 
 

was tabbed, I b e l i e v e ,  a t  one time--if t h i s  i s  what you have 
 

r e fe rence  t o ,  t o  a s s i s t  them on something--if t h i s  i s  what you 
 

have re fe rence  t o  s i r ,  i t ' s  been s o  long ago I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  
  

exac t ly .  
  


Q I f  	you r e c a l l . ,  Task Force Barker was somewhat of 
. . 

an ad hoc o rgan iza t ion .  
  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Created t o  f i l l  t h e  void o r  t h e  vacuum which had 
 

been c r e a t e d  by t h e  depar tu re  of t h e  ROK Marine Brigade. 
  


A. Y e s ,  sir. 
1 

Q- Well a s  we would understand it, a s  f a r  a s  t h e  
so la t ium payment f o r  t h e  Vietnamese n a t i o n a l s  and s o  f o r t h  
t h a t  may have been wounded o r  anything t h a t  may have happened 

4

t o  them, GOUZOULES had t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  from br igade  t o  not 
only cover your b a t t a l i o n ,  bu t  a l s o  t o  cover Task Force Bar­
ker .  And more s p e c i f i c a l l y  he focused along Highway 1, be­

cause t h a t ' s  where most of t h e s e  payments were made as a re­

s u l t  of automobile acc iden t s  and th ings  of t h i s  category.  
  


A. Yes, sir.  

Q But t h e r e  was a s i t u a t i o n  t h e r e  which we under ­

s tand  was c a l l e d  t o  your a t t e n t i o n  where word was passed to 
 

GOUZOULES t h a t  they  d i d n ' t  want him around LZ Dot t i e .  

A. Gee, I r e a l l y  c a n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t  s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  sir, 
 

nor do I r e c a l l  any such conversat ions that.  I might have had 
 


, w i t h  Colonel 	BARKER, I j u s t  c a n ' t  r e c a l l  anything s p e c i f i c a l l y  
of t h a t  na tu re .  I do know t h a t  Captain GOUZOULES spen t  t h e  
majori ty  of h i s  t ime a s  you j u s t  mentioned along Highway 1, 
with t r a f f i c  acc iden t s  and everyth ing  e l s e  t h a t  happened 
along i n  t h e r e .  
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Q- Do you remember t h e  name of your S3, and your S3 
a i r ,  S3 a i r ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. My S3  was Major HAWK and my S3 a i r  was 
 
capta in  MCANAW who l a t e r  was promoted t o  Major. 
 

Q e  From Captain MCANAW we d id  h e a r  about t h i s  i n c i d e n t  
and have subsequent ly t a l k e d  t o  GOUZOULES and t h e r e ' s  every 
i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  he  was n o t i f i e d  t h a t  they d i d n ' t  want him a­
round LZ Dot t i e .  

A. This  was Captain GOUZOULES, s i r ?  

Q GOUZOULES, t h a t ' s  r i g h t .  This  r e s u l t i n g  o u t  of  a 
conversat ion during a meal which had taken p lace  someplace down 
near t h e  d i s t r i c t  headquarters  of Binh Son. 

A. I j u s t  c a n ' t  concre te ly  say ,  s i r ,  t h a t  t h i s  r i n g s  
  
a b e l l  w i th  me a t  a l l .  
  

Q. The d iscuss ion  had t o  do with wounding and k i l l i n g  
of c i v i l i a n s  and according t o  GOUZOULES, he s a i d ,  yes ,  t h a t  hap­

, 	pens, and t h a t  was ev iden t ly  mis in te rp re ted  according t o  him, 
and t h i s  was passed on t o  t h e  people a t  LZ D o t t i e  and Task 
Force Barker. And a s  a r e s u l t  of t h i s  he was n o t i f i e d  through 
t h e  3 shop t h a t  he  was n o t  e x a c t l y  w e l c ~ m ea t  LZ Dot t i e .  

A* I have no concre te  r e c a l l ,  s i r ,  of  any of t h e  Task 
Force Barker people ,  inc lud ing  Colonel BARKER eve r  t e l l i n g  me 
t h a t  s p e c i f i c a l l y .  

Q. It might n o t  have been Colonel BARKER h imsel f ,  
  
it conceivably could have been passed through h i s  XO and 3 ,  
  
the  same man, Major CALHOUN f o r  example, o r  it could have 
 
been passed through o t h e r  channels .  D o  you remember ever  
  
having been contac ted  on t h i s  o r  something which would sound 
 
something l i k e  t h i s ,  by Colonel HENDERSON? 
 

A. Are you t a l k i n g  now about My Lai ,  s i r ?  

Q- No, I ' m  s t i l l  t a l k i n g  about t h i s  i n c i d e n t ,  t o  
  

t e l l  GOUZOULES t o  more o r  l e s s  tend  t o  h i s  own business? 
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A. May I t a k e  a few moments h e r e  t o  t h i n k ,  s i r , , b e ­
cause  I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  s e p a r a t e  what I say .  I want t o  be  s u r e ,  
I know t h e r e  were many t h i n g s  t h a t  Colonel  HENDERSON spoke t o  
m e  about  a t  v a r i o u s  t i m e s ,  bo th  i n  c a p a c i t y  a s  deputy,  and then 
as b r igade  commander. 

Q. T h i s  would have been i n  h i s  c a p a c i t y  as t h e  b r i -  
gade commander. 

Q. May I smoke, s i r ?  

Q. Oh, p l e a s e  do.. 

A. I c a n ' t  s ay  p o s i t i v e l y ,  s i r ,  t h a t  I recall  such a 
d i r e c t i v e .  

Q. W e l l  I ' m  n o t  s u r e  e x a c t l y  how--what w a s  s a i d  i n  
t h e  conve r sa t ion ,  b u t  from what I ' v e  heard  t h i s  might have 
been t h e  theme of i t ?  

A. I r e a l l y  c a n ' t  r e c a l l  any such d i r e c t i v e  about  
t h a t  s o r t ,  s i r ,  because I do know t h a t  we had r e c e i v e d  guid- 
ance from b r i g a d e  r e g a r d i n g  payment of t h e  so la t ium.  I f  i n  
c a s e  o f  i n a d v e r t e n t  i n j u r i e s  and t h i s  s o r t  of thing--and w e  
t r i e d  t o  keep on t o p  of  it a s  much a s  w e  could--precluding 
f i r s t  o f  a l l ,  you know, anyone g e t t i n g  h u r t ,  b u t  t h e r e  were 
q u i t e  f r e q u e n t l y ,  mines and t h i n g s  on Highway 1 t h a t  t h e s e  
buses  would h i t ,  t h i s  s o r t  of t h i n g .  But t o  answer your ques- 
t i o n  c o n c r e t e l y ,  s i r ,  I cannot  r e c a l l  be ing  t o l d  by Colonel  
HENDERSON s p e c i f i c a l l y  t h a t  h e ,  GOUZOULES, was t o l d  t o  keep 
o u t  of t h e  Task Force  Barker a r e a ,  p e r  se. No, s i r ,  I cannot  
recall  such a d i r e c t i v e .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  Colonel  ANISTRANSKI coming down t o  
perhaps  d i s c u s s  some s i t u a t i o n  such a s  t h i s ?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  Colonel  ANISTRANSKI coming i n  t o  
see m e ,  s i r ,  w h i l e  I was i n  t h a t  a r e a ,  w e s t  t h e r e ,  H e  might 
have gone t o  Task Force  Barker o r  LZ D o t t i e ,  I r e a l l y  d o n ' t  
know. L a t e r  on I m e t  Colonel  ANISTF?ANSKI a t  d i v i s i o n  where 
h e  w a s  G5, b u t  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  such a s u b j e c t  e v e r  coming up, 
you know, i n  d i s c u s s i o n  around t h e  t a b l e  o r  d u r i n g  t h e  con- 
d u c t  of b u s i n e s s  of  any kind.  I do r e c a l l ,  though,  t h a t  Colo- 
n e l  ANISTRANSKI was t h e  G5, b u t  he used t o  go g e n e r a l l y  a l l  
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over  t h e  a r e a ,  sir.  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  Colonel ANISTRANSKI e v e r  
coming i n ,  s e e i n g  m e  pe r sona l ly  t o  d i s c u s s  anyth ing  l i k e ,  of 
t h a t  s p e c i f i c - - i t ' s  been s o  long ago and I d i d n ' t  keep any 
kind of a d i a r y  o r  anything,  s i r ,  I ' m  shoo t ing  h e r e  from re­
c a l l ,  s t r i c t l y .  

a - W e  do understand t h a t  ANISTRANSKI was down t o  see 
you a t  t h e  t i m e  where you had a r a t h e r  un fo r tuna te  a c c i d e n t  
having t o  do w i t h  your VIP program,' i n  which q u i t e  a few c i v i l -  
i a n s  were k i l l e d ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  t h a t  was i n ,  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l ,  I t h i n k  it 
was probably A p r i l  o r  May, and t h e r e  was a dud explos ion  of  
some k ind ,  and w e  g o t  on t h a t  t h i n g  a s  f a s t  a s  w e  could.  I n  
f a c t  it genera ted  some changes i n  d i r e c t i v e s  a s  t o  how t h i s  
m a t e r i a l  would be c o l l e c t e d  and t h i s  s o r t  of t h i n g ,  sir. 

MR MACCRATE: Being r i g h t  a c r o s s  t h e  highway, s o  t o  speak,  
from Task Force Barker ,  and given t h e  way i n  which Task Force 
Barker was p u t  t o g e t h e r ,  on an ad hoc b a s i s ,  d i d  you g ive  some 
suppor t  a s s i s t a n c e  t o  Task Force Barker ,  some s t a f f  a s s i s t a n c e ?  

A .  No s t a f f  a s s i s t a n c e  p e r  s e t  of  my s t a f f  running 
both headquar t e r s ,  however I was l e v i e d  f o r  one company, which 
was more o r  less detached from me and a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  t a s k  
fo rce .  W e  gave them c e r t a i n  l o g i s t i c  suppor t  from time t o  
t i m e ,  s i n c e  I had moved my supply people  up t o  t h e  Chu Lai  
a rea ,  it was a much c l o s e r  h a u l  from Chu La i  t o  t h i s  a r e a  than  
it was from Duc Pho a l l  t h e  way up. So w e  had s o r t  of a 
dual  supply arrangement, hooking and d r i v i n g  o u t  of t h e  Divi- 
s i o n  supply a r e a s  i n  Chu Lai .  To t h i s  e x t e n t ,  y e s ,  w e  d i d  g i v e  
them c e r t a i n  suppor t ,  ce r t a in - -we l l ,  t hey  would make t h e i r  
s o r t i e s  f o r  s a y ,  hooking water  o r  ammunition, r a t i o n s ,  be- 
cause w e  t r i e d  t o  g e t  a t  l e a s t  one h o t  meal a day whenever 
t h e  companies could handle  it. I had a couple of m e s s  teams 
back i n  t h e  Chu L a i  a r e a  where we used t o  p repa re  t h e  food 
t h a t  we would hook o u t  i n t o  t h e  a r e a s ,  yes .  

Q .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  l o g i s t i c  suppor t  of t h a t  c h a r a c t e r ,  
you a l s o  gave S5 suppor t?  

A. W e l l  on ly  a s  t h e  General mentioned h e r e ,  t o  t h e  
e x t e n t  t h a t  Captain  GOUZOULES s o r t  of took c a r e  o f  i n c i d e n t s  
along Highway 1 i n  t h i s  way, now t h i s  i s  t o  t h e  b e s t  of my 
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r e c a l l ,  sir. I c a n ' t  s t a t e  emphat ical ly  t h a t  t h a t  was a  spec i ­
f i c a l l y  w r i t t e n  mission, I c a n ' t  s t a t e  t h a t ,  b u t  I do know 
t h a t  he did--he d i d  do some S5 work along t h a t  highway where 
t h e r e  were numerous people from time t o  time--was where t h e  
populat ion a r e a  were t h e r e  along both s i d e s  of Highway 1. 

Q. Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of any ins tances  
where you rece ived  c r i t i c i s m  o r  complaints about Captain 
GOUZOULES i n  t h e  performance o f  h i s  S5 d u t i e s ?  

A. I f  you a r e  speaking s p e c i f i c a l l y  from Colonel BARKER 
o r  any of those  people,  n o t  t o  t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge. . I 
know I g o t  on him one t i m e  f o r  n o t  g e t t i n g  some t i n  o u t  t o  a 
p lace  t o  f i n i s h  a school  t h a t  we were he lp ing  some people 
b u i l d ,  and I go t  on him about t h a t .  I t  went on and on and on 
and on, b u t  t o  s p e c i f i c a l l y  answer your ques t ion ,  s i r ,  d i d  
anyone come t o  me and s p e c i f i c a l l y  complain about him, s t i l l  
no t  t o  t h e  b e s t  of  my r e c a l l ,  sir. 

Q- You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  g e t t i n g  any such complaints from 
your S3 o r  your S3 a i r ?  

A. W e l l  I ' l l  have t o  answer t h a t  i n  t h i s  way, sir ,  
t h e r e  may have been t h i n g s  brought up on t h e  normal course of 
events ,  t h i n g s  t h a t  were done o r  were n o t  done, bu t  t o  pu t  my 
f i n g e r  on l a r g e l y  s p e c i f i c  i s o l a t e d  i n c i d e n t s ,  I c a n ' t  r e a l l y  
r e c a l l .  You know, t h i s  i s  a s o r t  of day t o  day opera t ion ,  
where you a r e  going, you know, sometimes as  much as 24 hours 
a  day. And somebody didn 't do something and it comes t o  
your a t t e n t i o n ,  you g e t  it squared away and it r e a l l y  doesn ' t  
remain f i x e d  i n  your memory a s  a s p e c i f i c  i n c i d e n t  of any kind. 

I ' m  saying  i t ' s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  it could have hap- 
pened, b u t  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any r e a l  b i g  i s s u e s  o t h e r  than  t h e  
one t h i n g  I mentioned, t h a t  I go t  a l i t t l e  i r r i t a t e d  about-- 
was our  response t h e r e  i n  f i n i s h i n g  t h a t  one p r o j e c t  t h a t  w e  
thought we should have had done before  t h a t ,  t h a t  it was actu ­
a l l y  accomplished. 

10: Being i n  your p o s i t i o n ,  where you were, t o  t h e  
west of Highway 1, oppos i t e  Task Force Barker, you w e r e  
we l l  f a m i l i a r  with t h e  o rgan iza t ion  and t h e  opera t ions  o f  
Barker. 
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A. Not--I w a s  f a m i l i a r  wi th  some of h i s  opera t ions ,  
sir, I mean a s  f a r  a s  day t o  day opera t ions .  N O ,  1 c a n l t  say 
t h a t  I was aware of  everything t h a t  went on over  t h e r e  every 
day, because i n  e a r l y  March, I was on an opera t ion  i n t o  t h e  
a rea  c a l l e d  t h e  Horseshoe here  which is--we were down i n  t h i s  
area which i s  j u s t  about o f f  of t h a t  map ( i n d i c a t i n g  t o  Exhi- 
b i t  MAP-1) he re ,  f o r  10 o r  15 days i n  e a r l y  March. Chasing a 
main fo rce  b a t t a l i o n  i n  t h e  a rea  cen te red .  h e r e ,  genera l ly  here  
on 4876, t h i s  genera l  a r e a  o u t  i n  he re .  So we were o u t  i n  
the re  from time t o  time and I p r e t t y  much l o s t  touch with what 
was going on over he re ,  because with t h e  normal procedure I ' 

would leave  a smal l  fo rce  t o  secure  what f i r e  bases  I had. 
And I would t a k e  an a t t a c k  CP and t h e  remainder of t h e  u n i t s  
on t h e s e  opera t ions ,  s i r ,  and I know we were ou t  t h e r e  i n  
March, we were o u t  t h e r e  with p a r t  of a  b a t t a l i o n  again i n  
Apri l .  So a s  f a r  a s  being acu te ly  aware of minute-to-minute 
happenings o r  d a i l y  opera t ions  i n  Task Force Barker--only i f  
they wanted t o  run an opera t ion  i n  conjunct ion wi th  us ,  i n  
which case coordina t ion  would be made and it  would be t h e  same 
th ing  with t h e  u n i t  on my nor th .  I a l s o  ran some coordinated 
opera t ions  with t h e  Vietnamese t o  t h e  south ,  s i r ,  i n  t h i s  way, 
but  I was n o t  i n  on t h e  day t o  day opera t ions  of  Task Force 
Barker. 

Q .  Were you aware of t h e  r e s u l t s  of  t h e  opera t ion  of  
the  16th '  i n  which they repor ted  128 VC K I A ,  2 U . S  . K I A ,  and 
11 U.S. WIA, and 3 weapons captured? 

A. I c a n ' t  say t h a t  I can v e r i f y  those  p a r t i c u l a r  
f i g u r e s  s ir ,  b u t  I can say  t h a t  I was aware t h a t  during--what 
was it, t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  of  February and on i n t o  March, t h a t  
the re  had been some con tac t s  over i n  t h e  genera l  a r e a  from LZ 
Uptight t o  t h e  south .  There had been an opera t ion  conducted 
i n  conjunct ion,  I b e l i e v e ,  with t h e  2d ARVN Divis ion  down i n  
t h a t  s p e c i f i c  a r e a  i n  which we had heard t h e r e  was a s i g n i f i ­
can t  con tac t  and we had some c a s u a l t i e s .  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  
exact  f i g u r e s  of t h e  number of Cong t h a t  were r epor ted  a s  
k i l l e d ,  no t  your f i g u r e s  t h e r e ,  I can n o t  r e c a l l  t h e s e  exac t  
f igures .  

But what I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  say h e r e ,  s ir ,  i s  t h a t  I 
do know t h a t  dur ing  a  pe r iod  say ,  s t a r t i n g  i n  February some­
time subsequent t o  Tet  t h a t  they d i d  have a number of c o n t a c t s  
i n  t h a t  area.  And t h a t  some of t h e  c o n t a c t s  w e r e  reported-. 
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t h a t  we had read accounts of r a t h e r  s i g n i f i c a n t  enemy f o r c e s ,  
f a i r l y  w e l l  armed enemy fo rces  having mortars and I b e l i e v e  
r e c o i l l e s s  r i f l e s  . 
Q. When you took over a s  t h e  G2 of t h e  America1 D i ­
v i s i o n ,  i n  your b r i e f i n g  by members of t h e  s t a f f  s i n c e  TREXLER 
was gone a t  t h e  t ime,  was it pointed o u t  t h a t  t h e r e  was any­
t h i n g  which may have t r a n s p i r e d  o u t  t h e r e  t h a t  day, which 
might have been on t h e  16th ,  i n  t h e  a rea  which we a r e  r e f e r ­
r i n g  t o  a s  the--well i t ' s  t h e  genera l  area of Son My Vi l l age ,  
genera l ly  known a s  P i n k v i l l e ,  on about t h e  middle of March? 

A. I pointed o u t  a s  I r e c a l l ,  t h e r e  were s o  many 
b r i e f i n g s ,  sir, I ' m  t r y i n g  t o ,  a r e  you mentioning s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  
was I b r i e f e d  a t  t h e  d i v i s i o n  o r  d i d  I-­

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  Well, i n  t h e  process  of your g e t t i n g  
b r i e f e d  f o r  your job were you made aware of anything t h a t  may 
have gone on he re ,  o r  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  something was being inves- 
t i g a t e d ,  o r  d i d  you know t h i s  before?  

A. No, sir. I d id  n o t  know of any s p e c i f i c  i n v e s t i -  
ga t ion ,  t o  answer t h a t  ques t ion .  I n  t h e  con tex t  of t a k i n g  over 
as t h e  G2 a s  I r e c a l l ,  I was b r i e f e d  on a  number, a  g r e a t  num- . 
b e r  of a r e a s ,  s i r ,  I--and from what I r e c a l l  and from some 
l i t t l e  experience,  t h a t  a rea  was pointed ou t  t o  me a s  t h e  base 
a rea  more o r  l e s s  of t h e  48th B a t t a l i o n  as  we l l  a s  two l o c a l  
f o r c e  companies. I th ink  t h e  31s t  Company and I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  
t h e  number of t h e  o t h e r  worked c u t  cf t h a t  a r e a ,  and t h a t  was 
genera l ly  I b e l i e v e ,  looked a t  by d i v i s i o n  as  one of t h e  f a i r -  
l y  heav i ly  i n f e s t e d  a r e a s  i n  which t h e  Vietnamese d i d  n o t  have 
any r e a l  c o n t r o l  t o  speak o f .  That was one of t h e  a r e a s  of  
t h a t  type--as w e l l  a s  a few o t h e r  a r e a s  down toward t h e  south  
t h e r e  i n  t h e  Mo Duc area--and then  of course up i n  t h e  n o r t h  
going ac ross  t h e  whole board. And t h e r e  was a l s o  b r i e f s ,  
s i n c e  I was no t  very knowledgeable being he re ,  about t h e  2d 
NVA Divis ion which a s  you know worked f a r t h e r  nor th  up i n  t h e  
Que Son Valley.  But t o  answer t h e  ques t ion  s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  do 
I r e c a l l  a b r i e f i n g  of any type  i n d i c a t i n g  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
i n  t h a t  a r e a ,  no t  t o  my knowledge, sir.  

Q. Now Task Force Barker was d i s e s t a b l i s h e d  on t h e  
9 t h  of Apri l .  
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A. Y e s ,  sir. I th ink  it was about t h a t  time i n  e a r l y  
~ p r i l .  

And s h o r t l y  t h e r e a f t e r  you rece ived  your company 
back from Task Force Barker? 
Q e  
  
  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. And i n  add i t ion ,  I b e l i e v e  you a l s o  moved your 
primary CP to ,LZ Dot t ie?  

A. Yes, sir, t h a t ' s  c o r r e c t .  

Q .  NOW, when you d i d  a l l  of that--you took over t h e i r  
a rea  of r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  d i d  you g e t  any comments o r  s ta tements ,  
o r  rumors, o r  anything from e i t h e r  U.S. o r  t h e  Vietnamese s i d e  
t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  t h e r e  had been some c i v i l i a n s  k i l l e d  down 
i n  t h e  My Lai  o r  t h e  Son My area i n  about t h e  middle of March? 

A. W e l l  l e t ' s  ' see,  a s  I t h i n k  about the-- 

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  W e l l ,  then a l s o  whi le  you t h i n k  
about it j u s t  t h i n k  i f  you ever  s a t  down with Captain MICHLES 
and went over t h e  opera t ion  of B/4/3 i n  t h i s  opera t ion .  They 
were--~/1/20 looking a t  t h i s  blowup w e  have he re  (Exhibi t  
MAP-l), landed t o  t h e  west of My Lai  ( 4 )  and worked t h e i r  way 
on up through My L a i  ( 4 )  and on t o  an o b j e c t i v e  a r e a  i n  t h e  
area of My La i  (1) o r  P i n k v i l l e .  Whereas Bravo Company landed 
t o  t h e  south fol lowing C/1/20 and then  moved on up nor th  where 
they joined ~ / 1 / 2 0  i n  a more o r  l e s s  combined n i g h t  defens ive  
p o s i t i o n ,  j u s t  t o  t h e  w e s t  of My La i  (1). Then subsequently 
they both moved t o  t h e  south  and back up again ,  down t o  t h e  
Song Tra Khuc River ,  and I was wondering, i f  among o t h e r  
th ings ,  i f  you had ever  s a t  down with Captain MICHLES and he 
t o l d  you what they  d id  o r  what Char l i e  Company d i d  o r  anything 
of t h i s  na tu re?  

A.  NO, I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  Captain MICHLES speaking spe- 
c i f i c a l l y  on t h a t  opera t ion .  I do know t h a t  I d iscussed  with 
him c e r t a i n  of t h e  opera t ions  i n  t h i s  a r e a ,  s ir ,  s p e c i f i c a l l y  
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an ope ra t ion  t h a t  was more o r i e n t e d  over  h e r e  on My Lai  (1). 
W e  went through t h a t  one and a s  I r e c a l l  w e  d i d  d i s c u s s  t h a t  
one, w e  were looking f o r  i n d i c a t i o n s  of enemy i n  t h a t  a r e a  
f o r  p o s s i b l e  coord ina t ion ,  of cour se  t o  conduct subsequent 
ope ra t ions .  But I do n o t  r e c a l l  Captain  MICHLES s p e c i f i c a l l y  
d i s c u s s i n g  wi th  me t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  ope ra t ion  i n  any d e t a i l ,  
w e  were d i s c u s s i n g  t h e s e  ope ra t ions  more i n  a gene ra l  concept  
i n  what was found, enemy f o r t i f i c a t i o n s ,  t h i s  s o r t  of th ing .  
Y e s ,  s i x ,  w e  d i d  d i s c u s s  such t h i n g s  i n  t h i s  whole a r e a  h e r e  
( i n d i c a t i n g ) ,  s i n c e  t h e r e  was a l s o  o u t  h e r e  on t h e  Batangan 
Peninsula  irom t i m e  t o  t i m e ,  good i n d i c a t i o n s  of  enemy loca ­
t i o n s ,  of bunkers ,  o f  t u n n e l  networks, which w e  found some 
o u t  i n  t h e r e .  

Q- Now I i n t e r c e d e d  t h e r e  and broke up your t r a i n  of  
thought ,  and I ' d  l i k e  you t o  come back t o  where you took over  
t h i s  AO. You g o t  your  company back and you moved back i n t o  
Dot t ie .  Once t h e r e ,  d i d  you h e a r  any comments o r  any rumors, 
o r  had any r e p o r t s  from t h e  Vietnamese, e i t h e r  c i v i l i a n s  o r  
t h e  Vietnamese a u t h o r i t i e s ,  t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  some c i v i l i a n s  
had been k i l l e d  down h e r e ,  i n  about t h e  middle of March, i n  
t h e  a r e a  of  My Lai?  O r  w e  could say  some of  t h e  Vietnamese 
words they  use ,  My Lai - -ac tua l ly  a s  f a r  a s  t h e  Vietnamese a r e  
concerned t h e r e  i s  no such t h i n g  a s  My L a i  ( 4 ) ,  they  r e f e r  t o  
it a s  Tu Cung H a m l e t ,  and another  one t h a t  t hey  use i s  Co Luy. 
Did you evdr  h e a r  of anyth ing  about t h a t ,  e v e r  h e a r  o f  an i n ­
ves t i g a t i o n ?  

A. To t h e  b e s t  o f  my knowledge, no,, sir. And I used 
t o  touch base  w i t h  t h e  d i s t r i c t  adv i so r  i n  Son Tinh District  
t h e r e  from t i m e  t o  t i m e  t o ,  you know, keep o r i e n t e d  wi th  him. 
Where h i s  f o r c e s  w e r e  and a l s o  up a t  Binh Son, b u t  I cannot  
r e c a l l  being informed of  anyth ing  of t h i s  n a t u r e  of  which you 
spoke s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  I cannot r e c a l l  such an i n c i d e n t ,  sir. 

Q Did you e v e r  hea r  of  some VC propaganda which al ­
l eged  t h a t  on t h e  15 th  o r  1 6 t h ,  t h e  Americans had k i l l e d  what 
they  term l a r g e  numbers o f  people  o u t  i n  t h e  Son My a rea?  

A. No, sir ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  hea r ing  such propaganda 
nor  see ing  any l e a f l e t s  of  such a  type.  I had seen  numerous 
o t h e r  l e a f l e t s ,  b u t  n o t  of t h a t  s p e c i f i c  area. 

Q. Do you remember when you moved i n t o  LZ D o t t i e ?  
About t h e  d a t e ?  Task Force Barker was disbanded on 9 Apr i l .  
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. .  , 

A. Yes, sir ,  s o  I would have moved i n  probably immed­
i a t e l y  subsequent t o  t h a t ,  somewhere, t h e  l o t h ,  l l t h ,  12th ,  i n  
the re ,  I ' m  n o t  s u r e  when. A s  I s a i d  I do n o t  keep a personal  
d i a r y ,  sir, on d a t e s  and th ings .  

Q- Do you remember i n  tHlking with t h e  s e n i o r  d i s ­
t r i c t  adv i so r  down a t  Son Tinh, do you remember h i s  name? 

A. NO, sir,  I cannot recall h i s  name, I can r e c a l l  
t h e  one a t  Binh Son, I be l i eve  it was a Major WILLOUGHBY. The 
name of t h e  adv i so r  down a t  Son Tinh j u s t  escapes me f o r  t h e  
moment. 

Q Would t h e  name GAVIN mean anything? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir ,  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  w a s  t h e  name, GAVIN. 

Q. Did you e v e r  m e e t  another  chap down t h e r e  by t h e  
name of Captain RODRIGUEZ o r  anybody mention t o  you a r e p o r t  
from t h e  v i l l a g e  chief  of Tu Cung, o r  t h e  v i l l a g e  c h i e f  of Son 
My t o  t h e  d i s t r i c t  ch ie f  a l l e g i n g  t h a t  q u i t e  a few c i v i l i a n s  
had been k i l l e d ,  o r  d i d  they mention t h e  v i l l a g e  c h i e f ' s  re­
por t  t o  t h e  province ch ie f  i n  t h i s  regard? 

A. To t h e  b e s t  o f  my knowledge, no, sir.  I c a n ' t  re­
c a l l  any s p e c i f i c  d iscuss ion  of th is - -or  such r e p o r t s .  I do 
r e c a l l  d i scuss ing  var ious  types  of r e p o r t s  wi th  him, b u t  t h e  
r e p o r t s  we d iscussed  w e r e  of course p r imar i ly  on enemy loca­
tion--was what I always went down t o  check with them, i n  and 
where they were conducting opera t ions .  To keep them advised 
t o  work o u t  some coordinated opera t ions  wi th  them from t i m e  
t o  t ime, t o  b r i n g  them i n  t o  the  a c t u a l  conduct of opera t ions  
as much a s  we could,  sir. 

Q. Would it s u r p r i s e  you, based on your apprec ia t ion  
and knowledge of d i v i s i o n  o rde r s  and p o l i c y  t o  know t h a t  i n  
t h i s  opera t ion ,  f o u r  o r  f i v e ,  poss ib ly  s i x  hamlets had been 
burned t o  t h e  ground? 

A. Yes, sir ,  it would s u r p r i s e  me, because t h a t  w a s  
r e a l l y  n o t  d i v i s i o n  p o l i c y  a t  a l l .  

Q. What w a s  d i v i s i o n  pol icy?  
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A. Well, t h e  r u l e s  of engagement t h a t  w e  were b r i e f e d  
on from time t o  t ime, s i r ,  included no unnecessary d e s t r u c t i o n ,  
no unnecessary shoot ing o r  k i l l i n g ,  no unnecessary measures of 
any s o r t  l i k e  t h i s ,  p r e t t y  much down t h e  l i n e ,  sir. I d o n ' t  re ­
c a l l  t h a t  t h e r e  was anything i n  t h e  po l i cy  which would preclude 
it, i f  it were i d e n t i f i e d  poss ib ly  a s  a VC s t ronghold  o r  a  base 
o f  some kind t h e  complete d e s t r u c t i o n  would be author ized ,  s ir ,  
w i t h i n  our  guidance. 

Q. We're r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  it was a  house, 
something t h a t  was a f o r t i f i e d  b u i l d i n g  logica l ly- -  

A. ( In te rpos ing)  That it could be destroyed,  yes ,  sir. 

Q- How about t h e s e  hootches and s o  f o r t h ?  

A. Well, it would s u r p r i s e  me, s ir ,  i f  it were done 
f o r  no reason a t  a l l ,  because I wouldn't  th ink  t h a t  would be 
s p e c i f i c a l l y  within--at  l e a s t  what I understood t h e  d i v i s i o n  
p o l i c y  t o  be,  under t h e  genera l  heading of unnecessary 
des t ruc t ion .  

Q- What were t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  you i s sued  t o  your 
t roops  concerning burning of hootches,  o r  houses, o r  hamlets,  
o r  anything of t h i s  na tu re?  

A. General ly  j u s t  what I have t o l d  you, sir.  I f  it 
was i d e n t i f i e d  a s  a VC s t ronghold;  they  rece ive  f i r e  from it, 
it was b u i l t  up f o r t i f i e d ,  then w e  would des t roy  i t ,  d r i v e  
them o u t ,  check ou t  tunne l s ,  and des t roy  them. I mean i f  it 
wasn ' t  necessary I d i d n ' t  condone it a t  a l l .  

Q - Did you have t o  ob ta in  any kind of approval from 
br igade  o r  from d i v i s i o n  before  you could proceed on houses,  
hootches,  o r  anything of t h i s  category? 

A. What I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  th ink  o f ,  s i r ,  i s  i f  t h e r e  were 
any r a m i f i c a t i o n s  t o  t h e  t h i n g ,  i n  which a r e a  you were opera t ­
i n g  i n .  For example o u t  t o  t h e  west i n  t h e  jungles ,  t h e s e  were 
a s soc ia ted  with base camps, t h e r e  wasn ' t  any ques t ions  about 
des t roying  them. 

Q- Suppose you come i n t o  an a r e a  where people a r e  
l i v i n g .  These a r e  homes, l e t ' s  say,  f o r g e t  about base a r e a s  
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o r  t h i s ,  t h a t ,  and t h e  o t h e r  th ing .  I know what you 're  t a l k ­
ing  about,  you ' r e  t a l k i n g  about p r imar i ly  t h e  NVA k ind  of base  
camp where you' d find-- 

A. ( In te rpos ing)  O r  t h e  VC, sir.  

Q. W e l l ,  same kind of t h i n g ,  t r a i n i n g  a r e a s  and t h i s ,  
  
t h a t ,  and t h e  o t h e r ,  where l o g i s t i c s  c e n t e r s ,  supply points--  
  

A. ( In te rpos ing)  To t h e  b e s t  of  my knowledge we d i d  
not-- this  i s  very d i f f i c u l t  f o r  me t o  r e c a l l  t h e s e  o rde r s ,  
s ir ,  b u t  a s  f a r  a s  burning--but t o  t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge 
it was n o t  au thor ized  unless  it was abso lu te ly  necessary and 
determined t o  be necessary,  e i t h e r  f o r  t h e  s e c u r i t y  of t h e  
force  o r  it was being defended--being used f o r  t h e  conduct of 
some s o r t  of  an opera t ion  by t h e  enemy. I n  t h i s  case t h e  de- 
s t r u c t i o n  was author ized ,  bu t  o t h e r  than t h a t  I know of no 
s p e c i f i c  au thor iza t ion  we had f o r  it, unless  i t  was p a r t  of  a 
program whereby they  came i n  and moved people ou t  t o  g e t  them 
out  of t h e  area--and i f  I ' m  n o t  mistaken some people,  some of 
t h e  c i v i l i a n s  had been e x t r a c t e d  from var ious  hamlets i n  t h i s  
e n t i r e  a r e a ,  sir ,  s t a r t i n g  way back--I b e l i e v e  someone t o l d  me, 
and I c a n ' t  swear t o  t h i s ,  i t ' s  j u s t  what I was t o l d ,  s t a r t i n g  
back i n  1966 o r  1967. They were making an e f f o r t  t o  g e t  t h e  
people under b e t t e r  c o n t r o l  and t h e r e  were some of  t h e s e  ham- 
l e t s  t h a t  were only  r u i n s  a t  t h e  time t h a t  we went i n  the re .  
I w a s  t o l d  t h a t  they  were p a r t  of the--of a s e r i e s  of  programs 
t h a t  were accomplished i n  t h a t  a r e a  t o  b r i n g ,  o r  an at tempt  t o  
b r i n g  it under b e t t e r  c o n t r o l  and t o  s h u t  o f f  t h e  VC from 
t h e i r  suppor t ,  and t h i s  was given t o  me a s  a reason f o r  some 
of t h e  r u i n s  i n  t h e  a r e a ,  s ir .  

MR MACCRATE: When B/4/3 re tu rned  t o  your command, Colonel 
ADKINS,  do you r e a c l l  a Lieutenant  WILLINGHAM, who was one of 
t h e  p la toon l e a d e r s ?  

A.  No, sir ,  I do n o t  r e c a l l  Lieutenant  WILLINGHAM 
s p e c i f i c a l l y .  

Q- Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of any genera l  eva l -  
ua t ion  given you by Captain MICHLES, regarding h i s  pe r iod  of 
having been a t t ached  t o  Task Force Barker ,  and s p e c i a l  prob- 
lems he had encountered? Any i n d i c a t i o n  he was g lad  t o  be 
back, any re fe rence  t o  t h e  experience i n  a c r i t i c a l  way? 
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A .  Nothing unusual  s i r ,  o t h e r  t h a t  a company r e t u r n i n g  
t o  i t ' s  own u n i t .  Other  t han  t h a t ,  of cou r se ,  he  t o l d  m e  he 
w a s  happy t o  be  back w i t h  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  which most u n i t s  are, 
you know, I exper ienced  t h e  same t h i n g  i n  moving my b a t t a l i o n  
t o  va r ious  o t h e r  b r i g a d e s ,  i t  was always n i c e  t o  g e t  back t o  my 
own b r i g a d e  aga in ,  where I had my suppor t  and r e s o u r c e s .  But 
from t h e  view p o i n t  of  any unusual  de roga to ry  in fo rma t ion ,  s ir ,  
I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  t h i s ,  no. 

Q- You c a n ' t  r e c a l l  any th ing  c r i t i c a l  of  any a t t i t u d e  
found i n  Task Force Barker ,  o r  any a s p e c t  of  i t ' s  d i r e c t i o n ?  
L e t  me say  t h a t  w e  have r ece ived  some very complimentary ex- 
p r e s s i o n  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  Capta in  MICHLES being-- 

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Yes, s i r ,  he  w a s  a good company 
commander o v e r a l l .  

Q- Being a h igh  grade  of  man, and t h e r e  have been sug- 
g e s t i o n s  of  p a r t i c u l a r  r e s p e c t  f o r  him from i n d i v i d u a l  members 
of t h e  companies and it does sugges t  t h a t  h e ' s  t h e  k ind  of a 
man t h a t  i f  he observed  something t h a t  t r o u b l e d  him, when he  . 
came back t o  home base  and back t o  your  b a t t a l i o n ,  t h a t  h e  
might have had a few words t o  s a y ,  t h a t  impressed themselves  
upon you? 

A, I r e a l l y  c a n ' t  recall  anything.  I t h i n k  I know 
what y o u ' r e  looking  f o r  h e r e ,  s i r ,  and I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  anything 
p a r t i c u l a r l y  o f  t h a t  n a t u r e ,  o t h e r  t h a n  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  of  course  
I w a s  g l a d  t o  have h i s  company back and he s a i d  he was happy 
t o  be  back. A s  I mentioned b e f o r e  w e  d i s c u s s e d  g e n e r a l l y  t h i s  
a r e a ,  because w e  w e r e  going t o  be  t a k i n g  it o v e r ,  what t hey  
found t h e r e ,  what h i s  thoughts  w e r e  a s  t o  what might be  t h e r e .  
I d i s c u s s e d  some of  t h e s e  same a r e a s  w i th  o t h e r  members of t h e  
t a s k  f o r c e ,  b u t  I r e a l l y  d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h a t  Captain  MICHLES, t o  
be  q u i t e  f r a n k  i f  you want t o  b e ,  would run down ano the r  l i e u -  
t e n a n t  c o l o n e l  t o  me, because I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h i s  was t h e  c u t  
of t h e  i n d i v i d u a l ,  s i r .  H e  w a s  a  ve ry ,  very mature,  one of  my 
most mature company commanders t h a t  I had,  one of  my--and he  
r a n  a p r e t t y  good company, b u t  I t h i n k  you 've  got--we 're t a lk ing  
he re  more o r  less about p r o f e s s i o n a l  e t h i c s  j u s t  a l i t t l e  
b i t ,  s i r ,  I t h i n k  we' re t a l k i n g  about  i f  you want my opin ion  
on it. To have him say  anyth ing  extremely deroga tory  about  
t h e  commander over  t h e r e ,  I j u s t  d o n ' t  recall  i t ,  s i r ,  i n  s o  
many words, no. 
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Q- I t  d i d n ' t  have t o  be derogatory,  bu t  it coud be 
a comparative,  it could be simply a comparative of t h e  r u l e s  
a s  l a i d  down by t h e  b a t t a l i o n  and t h e  r u l e s  a s  l a i d  down by 
t h e  t a s k  fo rce?  

I 0 : Did he e v e r  sugges t  f o r  example, t h a t  t h e  o u t f i t s  
opera ted  r a t h e r  loose ly  over  t h e r e ?  

A.  W e l l ,  l e t  me say t h i s ,  he might have suggested it, 
sir, b u t  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  anything s p e c i f i c  on i t ,  he might have 
suggested t h a t  when he was with t h e  b a t t a l i o n  we operated i n  a 
l i t t l e  d i f f e r e n t  manner than  he d i d  i n  t h e  t a sk  force ;  b u t  
o t h e r  than  t h a t  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  s p e c i f i c  i n c i d e n t s  t h a t  were 
c i t e d  o r  anything l i k e  t h a t ,  s i r ,  t o  answer your ques t ion ,  
r e a l l y .  

Q- W e l l ,  you s e e ,  I can understand your p o i n t  about 
p r o f e s s i o n a l  e t h i c s ,  about him coming back--or he wouldn't  
want t o  n e c e s s a r i l y  make derogatory o r  degrading comments 
about another  s e n i o r  o f f i c e r ,  bu t  a t  t h e  same t ime,  j u s t  t o  
c i t e  a l i t t l e  i n c i d e n t .  For example, we know t h a t  Captain 
MICHLES w a s  n o t  only aware, he a s  a  mat ter  of f a c t  pu t  a s t o p  
t o  it. Two p r i s o n e r s  had been executed,  and maybe one had 
been t o r t u r e d  be fo re .  I mean t h i s  i s  just--within t h e  scope 
of what we ' re  looking i n t o ,  t h i s  i s  j u s t  a comparatively smal l  
i n c i d e n t ,  b u t  i t ' s  t h i s  kind of th ink  t h a t  I ' m  t a l k i n g  about,  
whether o r  n o t  i f  t h i s  g e t s  beyond t h e  s t a t e  of e t h i c s ,  you 
see- ­

A. ( In te rpos ing)  Yes, sir.  

Q. This  g e t s  down t o  a p o i n t  of profess ional i sm,  and 
t h e  o b l i g a t i o n s  which a l l  of us have a  m i l i t a r y  o f f i c e r s .  We 
a l l  know what war crimes a r e ,  and we know they a r e  t o  be 
repor ted .  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q- This  i s  what I ' m  g e t t i n g  a t  and I th ink  t h i s  i s  
what M r .  MACCRATE'S g e t t i n g  a t ,  t o  f i n d  o u t  i f  t h e r e  was any 
such d i scuss ion  which may have l e d  you t o  even suspec t  t h a t  
something l i k e  t h i s  went on. 

A .  Not s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  no, s i r ,  nothing t h a t  I could 
put  my f i n g e r  on,  o t h e r  than what you have a l ready brought up 
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h e r e  and we've d i scussed .  Tha t  t h e i r  methods o f  o p e r a t i o n  
  

were somewhat d i f f e r e n t  i n  c e r t a i n  e x t e n t s ,  t h e y  o p e r a t e d  i n  
  

s m a l l e r  u n i t s  sometimes, sometimes more s c a t t e r e d ,  v a r i o u s  
  

t h i n g s  of  t h i s  n a t u r e .  But I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  any th ing  real b i g  
  

t h a t  I can p u t  my f i n g e r  on,  s i r ,  t h a t  comes r e a d i l y  t o  mind. 
 

Because a l l  du r ing  t h i s  t ime w e  were r e l a t i v e l y  busy,  and I 
 

d i d n ' t  g e t  t o o  much chance t o  spend any long p e r i o d  of t i m e  
  

w i th  any one company. W e  a t  t h a t  t ime had t h e  whole area 
 

going a l l  t h e  way o u t  t o  t h e  w e s t  and we had t h e  enemy a c t i v i t y ,  
  

and a focus  o f  i n t e r e s t  o u t  h e r e  t o  t h e  west  aga in  i n  
  

A p r i l .  I t  was A p r i l ,  i n  working a s  p a r t  of  a b r i g a d e  o p e r a t i o n  
  

t h a t  we uncovered one o f  t h e i r  major base  a r e a s ,  s i r ,  s o  I w a s  
  

o u t  i n  t h a t  p a r t  o f  t h e  a r e a  p a r t  o f  t h e  t i m e .  
  


COL ARMSTRONG: L e t  ' s  go back t o  when you w e r e  a s s i g n e d  t h e  
  

A0 t h a t  BARKER p r e v i o u s l y  had,  and you g o t  h o l d  of MICHLES and 
 

asked him t o  s o r t  of  b r i e f  you on what he knew of  t h a t  area. 
 

I b e l i e v e  you s a i d  t h a t  you had a d i s c u s s i o n  wi th  him about  t h i s ?  
  


A .  Well,  y e s ,  s ir .  Normal t ype  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  what h i s  
estimate o f  what was i n  t h e  a r e a ;  which were t h e  c r i t i c a l  p o i n t s  
of t h e  a r e a ;  which a r e a s  should  w e  watch; what had he  found o u t  
about  t h e  a r e a  from h i s  o p e r a t i o n s  i n  it; t h a t ' s  c o r r e c t ,  s ir .  

Q. D i d  he  s a y  something t o  t h e  e x t e n t , .  j u s t  i n  p a s s i n g  
pe rhaps ,  d o n ' t  worry about  P i n k v i l l e ;  w e  took c a r e  o f  t h a t ?  
Do you recal l  any k i n d  o f  comment l i k e  t h a t  o r  any ki ,nd 
o f  an impress ion  you r ece ived  t h a t  you d i d n ' t  have t o  worry
&outthis areE, 1- . - . - - 7 . - - it been veil clobbered?U C G ~ U ~ C  

A. No, s i r ,  o t h e r  t han  I mentioned e a r l i e r  t h a t  t h e r e  
were a number o f  o p e r a t i o n s  i n  t h a t  a r e a  s t a r t i n g  a s  I recall 
i n. February- ­. 

Q (Interposil- tg)  No, I mean t a l k i n g  t o  MICHLES and 
be ing  b r i e f e d  by MICHLES o r  d e b r i e f i n g  him a s  it w a s ,  however 
you want t o  t a l k  about  i t ,  t o  see what t h e  heck you w e r e  f a c i n g  
i n  t h i s  ex t ens ion  o f  your AO. You never  g o t  any impress ion  
from him t h a t  t h i s  was an a r e a  down h e r e  t h a t  perhaps  you 
wou ldn ' t  have t o  worry about ,  because t h i s  had been w e l l  t aken  
c a r e  o f ?  

A .  No, sir. 
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Q* Do you r e c a l l  Colonel HENDERSON emphasizing t o  you 
as  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  commander, t h e  deemphasizing o r  emphasizing 
 

unnecessary d e s t r u c t i o n ,  t h e  emphasizing of perhaps pro- 
  

t e c t i n g  c i v i l i a n s ,  t h e  emphasizing--let 's  go i n  t h e  h e a r t s  and 
 

minds of t h e s e  guys i n s t e a d  of knocking them o f f ,  t h i s  s o r t  
  

of th ing?  Do you ever remember anything where he s t a r t e d  t o  
  

make a g r e a t e r  emphasis on t h i s ?  
  


A. A s  I r e c a l l ,  s ir ,  we had t h e s e  b a t a l i o n  commanders' 
 

meetings from time t o  time and t h i s  normally was touched on a s  
  

one of t h e  s u b j e c t s ,  t h e  r u l e s  of engagement, and t h e  need t o  
  
  
be s u r e  t h a t  they  were understood, yes ,  sir. 
  
  

Q. I understand t h a t ,  b u t  I mean was t h e r e  any 
 
 
emphasis on t h i s  a t  a l l ,  t h a t  you r e c a l l ?  
  
  

A. W e l l ,  I ' l l  have t o  answer t h i s  way; it was one of 
t h e  th ings  t h a t  was emphasized, sir. There were more than 
j u s t  t h a t  one thing--one a r e a  t h a t  was emphasized, t h e r e  were 
o the r  a r e a s  of emphasis about o t h e r  i tems a l s o ,  t h a t  were 
emphasized a l s o  a t  t h e s e  meetings. 

Q. W e l l ,  l e t ' s  go back now, l e t ' s  t r y  t o  t h i n k  about 
t h e  atmosphere. The genera l  had l e f t ,  about 15  March. Task 
Force Barker had been i n  opera t ion;  Colonel HENDERSON took 
over t h e  br igade ,  and I ' m  s u r e  t h a t  on t h e  15th of March he  
did no t  have a b a t t a l i o n  cominanders' meeting. H e  had t h i s  
opera t ion  planned, was a b i g  opera t ion ,  was t h e  b i g g e s t  oper- 
a t i o n  a s  it turned o u t ,  b i g g e s t  body count t h a t  t h e  l l t h  B r i ­
gade had up u n t i l  t h a t  t ime. I t  was t h e  b i g g e s t  opera t ion  
of t h e  l l t h  Brigade up u n t i l  t h i s  t ime a s  it turned o u t ,  and I ' m  
s u r e  he  d i d n ' t  have a b a t t a l i o n  commanders' meeting a t  t h a t  
time. But s h o r t l y  t h e r e a f t e r  he must have g o t t e n  toge the r  
with h i s  b a t t a l i o n  commanders, e i t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l l y  o r  i n  a 
group and l a i d  down some p o l i c i e s  t h a t  he would have them a s  
t h e  br igade  commander, and they may no t  have been any d i f f e r e n t ,  
b u t  j u s t  t o  r eassure  you t h e  same p o l i c i e s  would be continued, 
o r  something, b u t  he wanted t o  emphasize c e r t a i n  ones. 

A. I ' m  s u r e  t h i s  was accomplished, s i r ,  b u t  t o  p in  it 
t o  t h e  s p e c i f i c  p o i n t  i n  time i f  t h i s  i s  what you want me t o  
t r y  t o  do--I c a n ' t  p in  it because I know t h a t  t h e  same p o l i c i e s  
and r u l e s  t h a t  were i n  e f f e c t  from t h e  t ime t h a t  we go t  t h e r e  
continued i n  e f f e c t  whether I mentioned emphasis from time t o  
time a s  we went along. 
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Q A l l  r i g h t ,  l e t ' s  t h i n k  back a l i t t l e  b i t  aga in  
when you were t h e  a c t i n g  b a t t a l i o n  commander, and see i f  you 
can e v e r  r e c a l l  where it w a s  neces sa ry  f o r  you t o  c o r r e c t  any 
of your u n i t s  o r  perhaps  detachments of  your  people  as you saw 
them i n  o p e r a t i o n ,  o r  perhaps  overzea lousness  o r  d e s t r u c t i o n ,  
any th ing  l i k e  t h i s ,  where you f e l t  t h a t  you had t o  g e t  them 
under c o n t r o l ,  perhaps  t hey  were running a l i t t l e  w i l d ,  o r  l ack  
of c o n t r o l ?  

A. I ' l l  have t o  answer i n  t h e  a f f i r m a t i v e  on t h i s ,  
sir.  That  t h i s  w a s  one o f  t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  I t r i e d  t o  r i d e  herd 
on and t o  c o n t r o l  a s  b e s t  I could  from going around and moving 
wi th  t h e  u n i t s ,  reemphasizing t h i s ,  t r y i n g  t o  emphasize t o  my . 
people  t h a t  t a r g e t  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  b e f o r e  f i r i n g ,  t h i s  s o r t  of  
t h ing .  Yes, s ir ,  I , th ink i f  w e  had any-­

,Q* ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  T h a t ' s  n o t  what . I. ' m  t a l k i n g  about .  

A. S i r ?  

Q Excuse m e ,  b u t  t h a t ' s  n o t  what I ' m  t a l k i n g  about .  
I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  t h i n k  i f  you can r e c a l l  any i n c i d e n t  where you 
had t o  a c t u a l l y  s t o p  a c t i v i t y  and g e t  it r e d i r e c t e d  i n  a proper  
a r e a .  I n  o t h e r  words where you can t h i n k  where your  t r o o p s  
were a c t u a l l y  going i n  t h e  wrong d i r e c t i o n  and you were empha­
s i z i n g  t h e  wrong t h i n g ,  and you had t o  c o r r e c t  them. Can you 
remember any s i t u a t i o n  where t h i s  occur red?  

A. W e l l  I ' m  s u r e  it had happened a number of t i m e s ,  
sir.  To p u t  s p e c i f i c  t h i n g s ,  because t h i s  w a s  something,  you 
know, one of t h e  u s u a l  t h i n g s  t o , o v e r s e e .  

Q I ' m  t h i n k i n g  ones t h a t  s t r i k e  your  mind, I know 
t h a t  every  commander i s  c o n s t a n t l y  emphasizing t h e s e  s o r t  o f  
t h i n g s  t o  make s u r e  you guys know what y o u ' r e  s h o o t i n g  a t  when 
you shoo t  and t h i s  s o r t  of  t h i n g ,  b u t  I mean where you a c t u a l l y  
saw t h i s  squad,  squad l e a d e r  S M I T H ,  whatever h i s  name may have 
been,  "You guys d i d n ' t  even watch what you were shoo t ing  a t ,  
t h e  f i r s t  t h i n g  t h a t  you d i d  w a s  f i r e ,  now l e t ' s  come o f f  of 
t h i s  and l e t ' s  g e t  a l i t t l e  c a r e f u l . "  DO you e v e r  r e c a l l  t h i s  
a c t u a l l y ,  o r  f e e l i n g  t h a t  you had t o  do t h i s  s o r t  of  t h i n g ,  i n  
s p e c i f i c  i n s t a n c e s ?  
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A. W e l l ,  I ' m  s u r e  t h a t  I have,  s i r ,  b u t  t o  p i n  it down 
t o  which u n i t  it was and a p a r t i c u l a r  t i m e  and a p l a c e  I c a n ' t .  
But ,  y e s ,  I ' v e  t a l k e d  t o  company commanders about be ing  c a r e f u l  
and n o t  doing t h i s  and n o t  do ing  t h a t .  

Q - Because they  had done t h i s  o r  had f a i l e d  t o  do 
 
something? 
  

A. Not i d e n t i f y i n g  t h e  t a r g e t  o r  g e t t i n g  one round 
f i r e d  a t  them and numerous .ones f i r i n g  back wi thou t  t o o  much 
a t t e n t i o n ,  qu ick  response ,  y e s ,  s i r ,  I c a n ' t  deny t h a t  t h i s  h a s  
happened. 

Q - Okay, l e t  me t a k e  you back a l i t t l e  f u r t h e r  t han  
22 months. L e t ' s  go back a lmos t  3 y e a r s ,  I guess you 'd  say .  
Your s t a r t i n g  t o  t r a i n  t h e  b a t t a l i o n ,  you joined them i n  t h e  

. . 
summer o f  1967 as I r e c a l l ?  

A. Tha t 's r i g h t .  

Q.  Do you r e c a l l  how much emphasis was p l aced  on 
counte r insurgency  o p e r a t i o n s ,  and by t h i s  I mean n o t  i n  a  
t a c t i c a l  s i d e  o f  maneuvering t h e  squads and t h e  p l a t o o n s ,  I ' m  
t h i n k i n g  i n  terms r e a l l y  o f  t h e  emphasis t h a t  w a s  p l aced  on t h e  
t r a i n i n g  f o r  t h e  men t o  make them r e a l i z e  t h a t  t h e y  were sup ­

' posed t o  win t h e  h e a r t s  and minds of t h e  people  i n  t h i s  a r e a ,  
o r  i n  any a r e a  t h a t  t hey  went i n t o ?  I ' m  j u s t  wondering how 
much o f  t h e  t r a i n i n g  of t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade o r  i n  your  b a t t a l i o n  
t h a t  you recal l  might have been on t h i s  s t u f f ?  

A. W e l l ,  I do know w e  conducted p e r i o d s  of  i n s t r u c ­
t i o n  on it, s ir ,  i n  t h e  v a r i o u s  u n i t s .  To g i v e  you a f e e l  f o r  
how much o f  t h e  o v e r a l l  program, I r e a l l y  c a n ' t  recal l  a t  t h i s  
t i m e .  

Q. I ' m  n o t  t a l k i n g  about  hours ,  I ' m  t a l k i n g  about 
how do you f e e l  it was i n  t h e  way o f  i t s  e f f e c t i v e n e s s .  Did 
you r e a l l y  emphasize t h i s  through,  d i d  you push t h i s  s o r t  o f  

' t h i n g ,  do you r e c a l l  t h i s ,  i t ' s  an awful long  t i m e  t o  t h i n k  
  
about  a t r a i n i n g  program, I a p p r e c i a t e  t h i s .  
  

A. Y e s , ,  sir.  I t h i n k  w e  d i d  g i v e  i t  a c e r t a i n  amount 
of emphasis ,  s i r ,  from t i m e  t o  t i m e .  O f  c o u r s e ,  t h e r e  was 
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n o t  t h e  amount of  emphasis i n  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  a r e a  t h a t - w a s  
p laced  on t a c t i c a l  o p e r a t i o n s ,  nowhere nea r  t h a t ,  b u t  w e  d i d  
have t h e s e  v a r i o u s  c l a s s e s .  A s  b e s t  I can r e c a l l  w e  d i d  go 
over  some of t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  we were t r y i n g  t o  do over  t h e r e ,  
t hey  were covered and t h e r e  were o t h e r  c l a s s e s  which were con­
ducted a s  follow-ups,  o f  course ,  a s  p a r t  of  t h e  mandatory t r a i n -  
i n g  program. And a s  I r e c a l l  we picked up on an advanced p a r t y  
v i s i t - -we  took t o  Vietnam and r e t u r n e d ,  some of t h e  MACV r u l e s  
which we had reproduced and passed o u t  t o  a l l  t h e  t r o o p s  i n  
recover ing  c l a s s e s ,  I do r e c a l l  work i n  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  a r e a ,  
sir.  

Q. Do you recall  i n  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  s t a f f ,  perhaps  
y o u r s e l f  o r  anybody who had e v e r  been t o  t h e  MATA cour se  o r  
perhaps b r igade?  

A. Offhand I d o n ' t ,  s ir ,  I d i d  n o t  a t t e n d  t h e  MATA 
course .  

O r  t h e  counte r insurgency  cou r se  f o r  s e n i o r  o f f i c e r s ?  

A. I do know t h a t  I had some of my pe r sonne l ,  p a r t i c ­
u l a r l y  I t h i n k  a few of  t h e  o f f i c e r s  had been t o  Vietnam be- 
f o r e ,  and we po in t ed  o u t  some of t h e  problem a r e a s ,  t h i s  s o r t  
of t h i n g .  

Q- When you f i rs t  took over--well I guess you h2d 
a l r e a d y  known Major GAVIN p rev ious ly  then  t o  t a k i n g  over  t h e  
A 0  o f  Task Force  Barker  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  I met him sometime b e f o r e  t h a t ,  because 
p a r t  of Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  w a s  a l s o  t o  t h e  wes t  o u t  t h e r e ,  I 
r e c a l l  h i s  name now. 

Q- Did h e  e v e r  make a comment t o  you, "What d i d  you 
America1 guys do, what went on over  i n  Tu Cung," seems t o  m e  
t o  be  a t y p i c a l  remark from t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f  t o  a v i s i t i n g  
b a t t a l i o n  commander, t a l k i n g  t o  him? Do you r e c a l l  any th ing  
of t h i s  n a t u r e ?  

A .  No, s i r ,  I r e a l l y  d o n g t .  I know t h a t  I t h i n k  he  
w a s  a major,  Major GAVIN. 

Q. H e  was a s e n i o r  major. 
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A. I do know t h a t  w e  had various v i s i t s  on coordina ­
t i o n  and many, many th ings  were d iscussed ,  bu t  t o  put  my f i n g e r  
on t h a t  s ta tement  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  and r e c a l l  it, sir,  I r e a l l y  
can' t. 

Q- I d o n ' t  know whether t h e  s ta tement  was ever  made, 
it j u s t  seems t o  me t h e  n a t u r a l  s o r t  of th ing .  

A. Major GAVIN was q u i t e  a t a l k e r  you know, and 
s p e c i f i c a l l y  t o  s t a t e ,  yes ,  I r e c a l l  it on such and such a t i m e - ­

Q- ( In te rpos ing)  I n  o t h e r  words no such impression 
was given t o  you, t h a t  he had any reason t o  wonder about what 
the America1 was doing? 

A. No. 

Q- An i n c i d e n t  perhaps? 

A. No, sir ,  no t  t o  t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge, I c a n ' t  
r e c a l l  it. 

I0: I have he re  Exhibi t  D-7 which is  Headquarters, 11th 
In fan t ry  Brigade Regulation 525-1, "Combat Operations,  Rules of 
Engagement," dated 30 January 1 9 6 8 ,  would you look a t  t h a t ,  I 
th ink  you'd only have to scan it to i n d i c a t e  whether o r  n o t  +his 
was t h e  genera l  i n s t r u c t i o n  under which you opera ted  with res ­
pec t  t o  r u l e s  of engagement, handl ing weapons f i r e ,  p r o t e c t i o n  
of noncombatants, PWs, e t c .  

A. Yes, s i r ,  t h i s  appears t o  me t o  be our  guide. 

Q. D i d  you have any problem adhering t o  t h e s e  regu- 
l a t i o n s ?  

A. No, s ir .  Other than any r e g u l a t i o n s  t h a t  you have 
t o  keep following-up t o  i n s u r e  t h a t  i t ' s  observed. That every- 
one s t a y s  knowledgeable, with your r o t a t i o n  of people and t h i s  
s o r t  of t h i n g ,  it was a cons tan t  reminder type  th ing .  

9- Now, I ' d  j u s t  l i k e  t o  take  you back once more, 
and th ink  dur ing  t h e  time now t h a t  you were assigned t o  t h e  
b a t t a l i o n ,  and dur ing  t h e  remainder of t h e  time t h a t  you were 
the G 2  of  t h e  America1 Divis ion ,  whether o r  not  you heard 
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any comments o r  s t a t e m e n t s ,  rumors, hea r say ,  o r  any th ing  which 
may have i n d i c a t e d  t o  you o r  caused you t o  s u s p e c t  t h a t  'some­
t h i n g  unusua l  had happened i n  t h e  My L a i ,  P i n k v i l l e ,  o r  t h e  Son 
My a r e a  a long  about  t h e  middle of  March? 

A.  NO, s i r ,  I c a n ' t .  

a Colonel  ADKINS , w e  a p p r e c i a t e  you, coming i n .  Based 
upon what we've t a l k e d  about  h e r e  and some a d d i t i o n a l  informa­
t i o n  which perhaps  i s  germane t o  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  may come 
t o  mind, based upon t h e  l i n e  of  q u e s t i o n i n g ,  if such does ,  we'd 
a p p r e c i a t e  you g e t t i n g  i n  touch w i t h  us s o  w e  can t a k e  advan­
t a g e  of  such in format ion .  E i t h e r  by us coming t o  you o r  having 
you r e t u r n .  S i m i l a r l y ,  i f  you can t h i n k  of  any documents, d i r ­
e c t i v e s ,  memoranda, maps, photos ,  o r  any th ing  which would be 
p e r t i n e n t  t o  t h i s  we 'd  a p p r e c i a t e  knowing about  t h a t .  A t  t h i s  
t ime I ' 11 g i v e  you an oppor tun i ty  t o  ask any q u e s t i o n s  you may 
l i k e  t o  ask o r  i f  you would l i k e  t o  e n t e r  a s t a t e m e n t  i n t o  t h e  
record .  

A .  I have no q u e s t i o n s ,  s ir ,  and I have no s t a t emen t s  
t o  make a t  t h i s  t i m e .  

Q .  Hearing w i l l  r e c e s s  a t  t h i s  t i m e .  

(The h e a r i n g  r eces sed  a t  1053 hour s ,  2 8  January 1970.) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: ANISTRANSKI, Char les  LTC ( re t )  

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 12 January 1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: G5 Americal ~ i v i s i o n .  

1. CONTACT WITH TASK FORCE BARKER. 

ANISTRANSKI w a s  t h e  G 5  o f  t h e  Americal  D iv i s ion  from 
November 1967 th rough  J u l y  1968 (pg. 3 )  . The o n l y  
c o n t a c t  h e  had w i t h  Task Force Barker  was i n  January o f  
1968 when h e  moved approximately  6 0 0  r e fugees  from Sa Ky 
i n  BARKER'S A0 t o  P-ho Kin (pg.  3)  . H e  knew t h a t  t h e  t a s k  
f o r c e  w a s  g e t t i n g  a l a r g e  body count  i n  t h e  Son My a r e a  
(pg. 5 )  

2.  DIVISION POLICIES. 

a. So la t ium payments. 

Whenever a c i v i l i a n  w a s  k i l l e d  o r  i n j u r e d  it w a s  
ANISTRANSKI's r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  make c e r t a i n  t h a t  s o l a t i u m  
payments w e r e  made (pg. 7)  . KOSTER wanted s e t t l e m e n t  made 
i n  VC c o n t r o l l e d  a r e a s  a s  w e l l  as i n  GVN a r e a s  (pg. 7 ) .  I t  
w a s  KOSTER's p o l i c y  t o  send ANISTRANSKI t o  t h e  s i t e  of  an 
a l l e g e d  i n c i d e n t  t o  determine t h e  f a c t s  (pg.  7 )  . A t  KOSTER's 
r e q u e s t ,  ANISTRANSKI had made s e v e r a l  such i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  
(pg. 8 ) .  ANISTRANSKI b e l i e v e s  t h a t  had a r e p o r t  o f  20 t o  
30 c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s  been made, he  would have been 
o rde red  t o  go t o  t h e  area t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  (pg.  7 ) .  H e  w a s  n o t  
asked t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  anyth ing  concern ing  My La i  (pgs .  4 , 7 )  . 
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b .  D e s t r u c t i o n  of  v i l l a g e s .  

KOSTER made it clear t o  t h e  s t a f f  and h i s  
commanders t h a t  v i l l a g e s  could  n o t  be  des t royed  (pg.  1 4 ) .  
I n  a d d i t i o n ,  a l l  c rop  d e f o l i a t i o n  had t o  be  c l e a r e d  w i t h  
KOSTER (pg.  15)  . The burn ing  o f  hootches  , t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  
o f  l i v e s t o c k ,  and t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  of c rops  could  n o t  be  
done wi thou t  c l e a r a n c e  from t h e  TOC (pg.  1 5 ) .  I f  someone 
had burned a v i l l a g e  i n  accordance w i t h  KOSTER's d i r e c t i v e s ,  
ANISTRANSKI b e l i e v e d  he  would have known about  it (pg.  1 5 ) .  

c. C i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s .  

Although he  w a s  n o t  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  any s p e c i f i c  SOP, 
ANISTRANSKI w a s  under  t h e  impress ion  t h a t  t h e  CO o f  an 
o p e r a t i o n  had t h e  du ty  o f  r e p o r t i n g  c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s  
(pg - 25) 

3. INQUIRIES AFTER THE ASSAULT. 

a. S t a f f  b r i e f i n g s .  

KOSTER q u e s t i o n e d  t h e  person g i v i n g  t h e  b r i e f i n g  
on t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  about  t h e  d i s p a r i t y  i n  t h e  body count  
t o  weapons r a t i o  (pgs.  30,  31) . KOSTER always asked where 
t h e  weapons w e r e  (pg.  6 ) .  The b r i e f e r  r e p l i e d  t h a t  he  
would check i n t o  it (pg.  3 1 ) .  The answer w a s  n o t  g iven  a t  a 
subsequent  b r i e f i n g ,  b u t  KOSTER could have been g iven  t h e  
in format ion  a t  one o f  h i s  c l o s e d  door  s e s s i o n s  (pg.  31 ) .  

b.  Rumors about  t h e  i n c i d e n t .  

For about  a week a f t e r  t h e  b r i e f i n g ,  t h e  m a t t e r  was 
d i scussed  among t h e  G I ' s  a t  headqua r t e r s  (pgs .  30, 31) . 
Casual  remarks were made about  a u n i t  shoo t ing  up a v i l l a g e  
and committing a t r o c i t i e s  (pgs. 30, 31) . E n l i s t e d  personne l  
d i s c u s s e d  it i n  t h e  messha l l s  and around d i v i s i o n  head­
q u a r t e r s  (pgs .  11, 23, 3 8 ) .  I n  one p a r t i c u l a r  i n s t a n c e ,  
ANISTRANSKI h e a r d  some SP4 ' s  d i s c u s s i n g  t h e  v i l l a g e  be ing  
s h o t  up (pgs .  2 2 ,  2 3 ,  32, 33 ,34 ) .  The person s a i d  t h e  
i n c i d e n t  had t aken  p l a c e  down sou th  and mentioned CALLEY'S 
and MITCHELL'S names i n  connec t ion  wi th  it (pgs .  22, 33, 34) 
The person s a i d  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  going on 
(pgz 2 3 ) .  ANISTRANSKI d i d  n o t  look t o  s e e  who s a i d  t h i s  
and ignored  i t  because t h e r e  were always s t a t e m e n t s  be ing  
made i n  t h i s  a r e a  and because no th ing  o f f i c i a l  w a s  announced 
about an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  (pg. 2 3 ) .  S e v e r a l  pe r sons  asked 

< 

(ANISTRANSKI) SUM APP T-135. 



ANISTRANSKI i f  he had heard anything about a Lieutenant  
CALLEY o r  a Sergeant  M=TCHELL.(pgs. 8 ) .  Despite h i s  
assurance of access  t o  KOSTER, ANISTRANSKI brought none 
of t h i s  t o  t h e  Genera l ' s  a t t e n t i o n  (pgs.  38, 3 9 ) .  

c. LEWIS complains t o  ANISTRANSKI . 
The person whom he r e c a l l e d  t a l k i n g  about murders 

was Chaplain LEWIS who asked him i f  he knew about c i v i l i a n s  
being k i l l e d  i n  t h e  opera t ion  i n  the  south (pgs.  10 ,  11). 
LEWIS never s p e c i f i c a l l y  mentioned My Lai (pg. 8 ) ,  and he 
o f t e n  came t o  ANISTRANSKI with r e p o r t s  of c i v i l i a n s  being 
k i l l e d  (pgs. 8 ,  2 6 ,  27, 3 4 ,  3 9 ) .  ANISTRANSKI never asked 
LEWIS where he g o t  h i s  information o r  t r i e d  t o  t r a c e  it 
down (pg. 40) .  

d.  ANISTRANSKI v i s i t s  HENDERSON on mat t e r .  

Prompted by LEWIS' a l l e g a t i o n  t h a t  noncombatants 
had been k i l l e d  unnecessar i ly ,  ANISTRANSKI v i s i t e d  HENDERSON 
(pgs. 11, 24) . A t  t h i s  t ime,  t h e r e  was an opera t ion  going on,  
although it i s  n o t  c e r t a i n  t h a t  t h i s  was t h e  My Lai opera t ion  
(pgs. 9 ,  29 ) .  ANISTRANSKI asked only one ques t ion  of 
HENDERSON: "Do you need G5 ass is tance ' '  (pgs. 9 ,  2 4 )  . He 
d i d  n o t  mention e i t h e r  CALLEY's o r  MITCHELL'S name (pgs. 2 1 ,  
2 7 ) ,  nor d i d  he even t e l l  HENDERSON t h e  genera l  information 
about t h e  k i l l i n g  of women and c h i l d r e n  which had been given 
him by LEWIS (pg.  27) .  HENDERSON r e p l i e d  t h a t  he d i d  n o t  
need G 5  a s s i s t a n c e  a t  t h a t  time and would seek it through 
h i s  own S5 when it was needed (pgs. 9 ,  20, 2 6 ) .  In  saying 
t h i s ,  HENDERSON s t a t e d  t h a t  information about t h e  opera t ion  
then under way would be forwarded t o  ANISTRANSKI from h i s  
S5 (pg. 20) .  ANISTRANSKI waited and never g o t  anything 
(pg. 2 6 ) .  HENDERSON d id  n o t  inform ANISTRANSKI t h a t  he was 
conducting an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  (pgs.  9 ,  2 7 ) ,  nor d id  he say 
how many people had been k i l l e d  i n  t h e  a r e a  (pgs.  7 ,  9 )  . 
I n  two very confusing r e f e r e n c e s ,  which c o n t r a d i c t  some of 
t h e  above, ANISTRANSKI i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  HENDERSON t o l d  him of  
c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s  t h a t  had occurred on "another  opera t ion"  
(pg. 9)  ANISTRANSKI f e l t  he had discharged h i s  duty by 
going t o  HENDERSON about it (pg. 1 0 ) .  

ANISTRANSKI speaks t o  t h e  11th  Brigade S5. 

The S5 t o l d  ANISTRANSKI t h a t  i f  he wanted " the  
information" ( t h e  content  of  which i s  never f u r t h e r  de l inea ted)  , 
he would have t o  go t o  t h e  br igade  commander (pg. 2 1 ) .  He 
d i d  n o t  p lan  t o  ques t ion  a f u l l  co lonel  about h i s  opera t ion  
(pg. 2 1 ) .  The S5 d id  n o t  i n d i c a t e  knowledge about anyone 
being k i l l e d  (pg. 2 9 )  . 
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e .  End of  t h e  rumor. 

ANISTRANSKI was s u r p r i s e d  by t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  
rumor was never d iscussed  among t h e  s t a f f  o f f i c e r s  (pgs. 10,  
13, 31, 32, 35, 3 8 ) .  Af te r  about a week, d i scuss ion  of t h e  
i n c i d e n t  among e n l i s t e d  men stopped (pgs. 31, 3 2 ) .  ANISTRANSKI 
be l ieved t h a t  it was stopped i n  compliance with t h e  p o l i c y  
t o  squelch rumors (pgs. 8 ,  30) . He p o s t u l a t e d  f u r t h e r  t h a t  
t h e  i n c r e a s e  i n  a c t i v i t y  around headquarters  d i v e r t e d  
everyone 's  a t t e n t i o n  (pg. 3 8 ) .  He d i d  n o t  f e e l  r e s t r a i n e d  
from t a l k i n g  about it himself and was never t o l d  n o t  t o  
d i scuss  t h e  ma t t e r  (pgs. 32, 35) . He may have t o l d  LEWIS 
no t  t o  d i s c u s s  it, b u t  t h i s  w a s  s o l e l y  t o  prevent  t h e  
undermining of  any i n v e s t i g a t i o n  which KOSTER might have 
been undertaking (pg. 36) .  H e  d i d  n o t  know i f  t h e  SJA or  
I G  eve r  heard about t h e  rumor (pg. 30) .  

f .  Other sources  o f  information concerning t h e  
i n c i d e n t .  

ANISTRANSKI was unaware t h a t  any noncombatants had 
been k i l l e d  on t h i s  opera t ion  (pg. 7 ) .  Nei ther  KOSTER nor  
anyone e l s e  informed him t h a t  t h e r e  had been c i v i l i a n  
c a s u a l t i e s  (pg. 7 ) .  He flew with YOUNG q u i t e  o f t e n ,  b u t  
YOUNG never mentioned i t  t o  him (pg. 9 ) .  MAY was q u i t e  a 
t a l k e r  and ANISTRANSKI saw him q u i t e  o f t e n ,  b u t  
MAY s a i d  nothing (pg. 1 2 ) .  Lieutenant  Colonel G U I N N  d i d  no t  
d i scuss  it with him (pg. 1 2 ) .  Nei ther  MAY nor G U I N N  e v e r  
t o l d  him about any ARVN i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of t h e  i n c i d e n t  
(pg. 1 9 ) .  He d i d  n o t  d i scuss  it with TmXLER (pgs. 37,38) ,  
o r  HOLLADAY (pg. 32) .  ANISTRANSKI be l ieved t h a t  i f  anyone 
had wanted My La i  i n v e s t i g a t e d  he would have been n o t i f i e d  
by KOSTER (pg. 30 )  . 
4 .  REPORTS O F  INVESTIGATION. 

ANISTRANSKI  had never seen Inc losure  2 t o  HENDERSON'S 
r e p o r t  (Exh ib i t  R-1) and be l i eved  he would have seen it i f  
it had come t o  headquarters  (pg. 1 3 ) .  

5. OTHER INFORMATION 

a .  L e t t e r  from province ch ie f  t o  TOAN. 

ANISTRANSKI obta ined  a copy of a l e t t e r  from t h e  
province chief  t o  Colonel TOAN which was c r i t i c a l  of  both 
t h e  America1 Divis ion and KOSTER (pg. 1 6 ) .  The province 
ch ie f  claimed he was n o t  g e t t i n g  t h e  suppor t  he needed from 
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t h e  d i v i s i o n  i n  t h e  form of t roops  t o  p r o t e c t  a g a i n s t  NVA 
concent ra t ions  Cpg. 18) . He gave t h e  l e t t e r  t o  KOSTER who 
s a i d  nothing more t o  ANISTRANSKI about i t  o t h e r  than t o  
acknowledge i t s  r e c e i p t  (pg. 1 7 ) .  The l e t t e r  di.d n o t  
mention t h e  My Lai  i n c i d e n t  o r  any a t r o c i t y  (pg. 1 8 ) .  H e  
g o t  t h e  l e t t e r  from TOAN about t h e  8th o r  9 th  of  Apr i l  
(pg. 18). . Exhib i t s  M-28 and M-29 were n o t  t h e  l e t t e r s  t o  
which he r e f e r r e d  (pgs. 17,  35) . 

b.  Miscellaneous. 

(1)-He r e c a l l e d  t h a t  t h e  body count of 128 given 
a t  t h e  b r i e f i n g  w a s  l a t e r  toned down t o  74 (pg. 6 ) .  

(2) He had no t  spoken t o  anyone about t h i s  
i n c i d e n t  s i n c e  re tu rn ing  from Vietnam (pg. 37) .  

(3) ANISTRANSKI  d i d  not  b e l i e v e  t h a t  KOSTER 
i s  t h e  type  person who would suppress  t h e  My Lai  a f f a i r  
(pg. 3 8 ) .  
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E X H I B I T S  

EXHIBIT 
NUMBER D E S C R I P T I O N  . N O T E S  PAGES 

' w i t  referred t o  
M- 6 A m e r i c a 1  log  i t e m  9 4 .  5 

T A N 1 s  l e t t e r  t o  K H I E N ,  W i t  had n o t  seen 
M - 2 8  2 8  M a r c h  before. 1 7  

T A N ' S  l e t t e r  t o  K H I E N ,  W i t  had n o t  seen 
M-29 11 A p r i l  before. 1 7  

T O A N 1 s  d i r ec t ive  t o  W i t  had n o t  seen 
M-32 inves t iga te  before. 1 8  

W i t  kad never seen 
R- 1 HENDERSON'S  repor t  before.  13 

\ 
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(The hea r ing  reconvened a t  1712 hour s ,  12 January 
1970.) 

10: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR : The fo l lowing  persons  a r e  p r e s e n t :  LTG PEERS, 
 
 
MR MACCRATE, and MAJ LYNN. S i r ,  t h e  n e x t  w i t n e s s  is  L ieu tenan t  
  
  
Colonel ,  r e t i r e d ,  Char les  ANISTRANSKI. 
 
 

(MR ANISTRANSKI w a s  c a l l e d  a s  a w i t n e s s ,  was sworn, 
and t e s t i f i e d  a s  fo l lows: )  

RCDR : S i r ,  f o r  t h e  r e c o r d ,  w i l l  you p l e a s e  s t a t e  your  
f u l l  name, occupa t ion ,  and r e s idence?  
  
  

WIT: M r .  Char les  ANISTRANSKI, I ' m  a s choo l t eache r .  
  
  
My r e s idence  i s  79 North Grant  S t r e e t ,  Wilkes-Barre, Pennsyl-

v a n i a ,  18703. 
 
 

10: L e t  t h e  r eco rd  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  M r .  WEST and M r .  
WALSH have jo ined  t h e  proceedings .  

Before  w e  beg in  any q u e s t i o n i n g ,  M r .  ANISTRANSKI, 
I want t o  in form you of  s e v e r a l  m a t t e r s .  This i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
was d i r e c t e d  j o i n t l y  by t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  Army and t h e  
Chief o f  S t a f f  of  t h e  United S t a t e s  Army f o r  t h e  purpose of 
determining t h e  f a c t s  and c i rcumstances  and making f i n d i n g s  
and recommendations concerning two m a t t e r s :  

(1) t h e  adequacy o f  p r i o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  and 
i n q u i r i e s  i n t o ,  and subsequent  reviews and r e p o r t s  w i t h i n  
t h e  cha in  of command, o f  what i s  now commonly r e f e r r e d  t o  as t h e  
My La i  i n c i d e n t  of  16 March 1968, and 

( 2 )  The p o s s i b l e  suppres s ion  o r  wi thholding of  
i n fo rma t ion  by any person  and f a i l u r e  t o  f u r n i s h  in fo rma t ion  
concerning t h i s  i n c i d e n t .  

The i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i s  n o t  be ing  conducted t o  i n v e s t -  
i g a t e  a l l  t h e  f a c t s  and c i rcumstances  sur rounding  t h e  My L a i  
i n c i d e n t .  I t  i s  d i r e c t e d  f o r  t h o s e  s p e c i f i c  purposes  t h a t  
I have j u s t  mentioned. Do you have any q u e s t i o n s  on t h a t ?  

A. N o ,  sir.  
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Q I have had made a v a i l a b l e  t o  me and have reviewed 
p r i o r  o f f i c i a l  s ta tements  obtained i n  o t h e r  o f f i c i a l  i n v e s t i ­
g a t ions  of t h e  My Lai i n c i d e n t .  To t h e  b e s t  of my r e c o l l e c t i o n  
I have seen no s ta tement  which has  been taken from you. 

A. 'That i s  c o r r e c t ,  sir. 

Q. Your testimony h e r e  today w i l l  be taken under oa th .  
A verbatim t r a n s c r i p t  w i l l  be prepared. A t a p e  recording  is 
being made i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  verbatim no tes  which a r e  being 
taken by t h e  r e p o r t e r .  

Although t h e  genera l  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of t h e  r e p o r t  
w i l l  be c o n f i d e n t i a l ,  it i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  testimony, o r  p a r t s  
of it, w i l l  l a t e r  become a ma t t e r  of  pub l i c  knowledge. 

There a r e  s e v e r a l  people a t  t h i s  t a b l e  bes ide  my­
s e l f .  On my l e f t  is  M r .  MACCRATE. On my f a r  r i g h t  i s  M r .  
WALSH. These two gentlemen a r e  c i v i l i a n  lawyers who, through 
t h e  Secre tary  of t h e  Army, have volunteered t h e i r  s e r v i c e s  t o  
a s s i s t  me and t o  provide me wi th  l e g a l  counsel.  They perhaps 
w i l l  address ques t ions  t o  you. To my immediate r i g h t  is  M r .  
WEST who is  an a s s i s t a n t  genera l  counsel and has been appoint ­
ed by t h e  Sec re ta ry  of t h e  Army a s  t h e  deputy t o  me i n  this 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  I should p o i n t  ou t  t h a t  I have t h e  f i n a l  re ­
s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  weighing a l l  t h e  evidence and i n  making t h e  
f i n a l  dec is ions  and recommendations. 

You a r e  requested no t  t o ,  e i t h e r  d i r e c t l y  o r  in ­
d i r e c t l y ,  o r  through any o t h e r  means, d i scuss  t h e  My Lai inc i ­
den t ,  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of t h e  My Lai i n c i d e n t ,  o r  t h e  i n v e s t i ­
g a t i o n  of the  My Lai  i n c i d e n t  which we a r e  conducting, with 
o t h e r s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  wi th  persons who may have been connected 
with t h e  i n c i d e n t  i n  any way. This r eques t  does no t  apply,  
of course,  i f  you a r e  requi red  t o  d i scuss  t h e  i n c i d e n t  i n  other 
admin i s t r a t ive ,  q u a s i - j u d i c i a l ,  j u d i c i a l ,  o r  l e g i s l a t i v e  pro ­
ceedings i f  you a r e  c a l l e d  before  such a body t o  t e s t i f y .  
Also, i f  you have been c i t e d  by t h e  m i l i t a r y  judge i n  the 
court-mart ia l  case  of t h e  United S t a t e s  v. Cal ley,  your t e s t i ­
mony here  w i l l  i n  no way a f f e c t  your appearance before  t h a t  
p a r t i c u l a r  body. Do you have any ques t ions  about t h e  p a r t i ­
c u l a r  i n s t r u c t i o n s  t h a t  I have given you? 

A. S i r ,  one ques t ion .  I spoke t o  M r .  WEST, and a 
member from Mendel RIVERS '  o f f i c e .  John REDMAN c a l l e d  me and 
asked me t o  come t o  Washington, too .  I n e i t h e r  aff i rmed nor 
gave them a negat ive .  I t o l d  him t h a t  I would l e t  him know, 
and s h o r t l y  t h e r e a f t e r ,  I spoke t o  M r .  WEST and asked him what 

APP T-135 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 4-2 
 


4 



b.. FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

1 should  do about t h i s .  Now, i f  it i s  a l l  r i g h t  w i t h  you,  I 
would j u s t  a s  soon go over  t h e r e  tomorrow, s i n c e  I am i n  t h e  
washington a r e a ,  and g e t  t h i s  o v e r  w i t h .  

Q Your appearance h e r e  would i n  no way p reven t  you 
from appear ing  t h e r e .  

A. Very w e l l ,  sir.  

PO : What was your  du ty  ass ignment  on 16 March 1968? 

A. 1 was t h e  G 5  of t h e  Psnerical D iv i s ion .  

Q o  
  
 How long  had you been i n  t h a t  c a p a c i t y ?  

A. I was appointed t h e  G5 i n  November 1967,  and I 
depar ted  count ry  i n  J u l y  1968. 

Q And, you remained t h e  G5 a l l  d u r i n g  t h a t  pe r iod?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir ,  I d i d .  

Q- When d i d  you f i r s t  h e a r  o f  t h e  Task Force  Barker  
o p e r a t i o n  i n  t h e  Son My a r e a  on 16 March 1968? 

A. I f  I may, I !d l i k e  t o  go back a l i t t l e ,  g e n e r a l .  
Along i n  January 1967-­

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  January 1967? 

A. A s  you w e r e .  I t  was January 1968. The ROK Marines 
occupied what was commonly known a s  t h e  Batangan P e n i n s u l a ,  
and a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  General  YOUNG, one of  t h e  ADC'S,  asked me t o  
look i n t o  t h a t  a r e a  t o  f i n d  o u t  j u s t  what t h e  R O K ' s  were doing 
i n s o f a r  a s  c i v i l  a f f a i r s  and PSYOP w e r e  concerned.  I had gone 
down t h e r e  and had spoken t o  a  Captain  TINH, who 
was t h e  c i v i l  a f f a i r s  o f f i c e r  o f  ROK Marines .  B a s i c a l l y  speak­
i n g ,  he  had t o l d  me t h a t  t hey  had had c o n s i d e r a b l e  a c t i v i t i e s  
wi th  s choo l s  and t h i n g s  of t h i s  n a t u r e  and wanted u s  t o  p i ck  
up t h e  same a c t i v i t i e s  i f  p o s s i b l e .  A t  the same t ime ,  M r .  
J i m  MAY, who was t h e  s e n i o r  p rov ince  a d v i s o r  f o r  the Quang Ngai 
Province ,  w a s  q u i t e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  a r e f u g e e  camp t h a t  was on 
one of  t h e  hooks i n  Batangan, commonly known as t h e  Sa  Ky, 
t h a t ' s  S-A K-Y, two words, Sa  Ky. He was i n t e r e s t e d  i n  r e l o ­
c a t i n g  t h e s e  r e fugees .  Now, t h i s  was i n  January  of  1968. H e  
asked me whether  I had t h e  c a p a b i l i t i e s  o f  doing t h i s .  I ,  
i n  t u r n ,  went back and I spoke t o  Genera l  YOUNG, and he  l a t e r  
on spoke t o  General  KOSTER, t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander, and they  
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asked what a s s s e t s  I needed t o  move these  people. I would 
assume t h a t  t h e r e  was somewhere i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of  600 people 
t h e r e .  I t o l d  t h e  genera l  what I thought I needed t h e r e ,  
t h a t  I needed t w o  "hooks" f o r  about 2 days t o  p ick  up t h e  
personnel and t h e i r  belongings.  We proceeded t o  make t h e  
necessary p lans  w i t h  t h e  province chief--KHIEN o r  TIEN-­

Q- ( In te rpos ing)  Colonel KHIEN? 

A .  Yes, a s m a l l ,  t h i n  man, and M r .  MAY. M r .  MAY gave 
me one r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  from h i s  o f f i c e ,  and i n  2 days w e  had 
l i f t e d  600  re fugees  from Sa Ky t o  Phouc Tinh, a  smal l ,  s a f e  
haven complex that they were bu i ld ing  r i g h t  near  one of 
t h e  Marine CAP teams. P e r i o d i c a l l y  I had flown back i n  t h e r e  ­

with  "hooks" and Hueys t o  b r i n g  t h e  medication and s u p p l i e s  
and t h e  th ings  t h a t  they needed, bamboo mat t ing ,  a l l  s o r t s  of 
bu i ld ing  m a t e r i a l s .  This i s  whenever General KOSTER s a i d  it 
was okay t o  g e t  the "hook. " Then my a f f i l i a t i o n  wi th  t h a t  
a r e a  j u s t  about terminated.  The only o t h e r  t ime t h a t  I r e c a l l  
Task Force Baker be ing  formed i s  when Colonel BAKER, and I 
knew Colonel BAKER. ... ( 

t 

Q BAKER o r  BARKER? 1 

A. - BARKER, Colonel BARKER came up t h e r e  and was doing 
some planning w i t h  t h e  G3 s e c t i o n .  I t  remains an enigma t o  1 

m e  t o  t h i s  day what r e a l l y  happened t h e r e .  I was never r e a l l y  
asked t o  g c  i n  t h e r e  and i~v2stiyzteanything. 31it I can say 
t h i s  much. General  KOSTER was t h e  type of man t h a t  wi th  every 
new opera t ion  requ i red  two annexes from my shop t o  be wi th  
them. This went i n t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n  p lan .  P r i o r  t o  t h i s  time-­
and I went out  wi th  Task Force Oregon. A t  t h a t  time I was a 
medical opera t ions  o f f i c e r  f o r  t h e  e n t i r e  opera t ion .  

.Q You were what? 

A.  Medical opera t ions  o f f i c e r .  

Q. What is your branch? 

A. I a m  a medical s e r v i c e  o f f i c e r .  

A. Yes, s i r .  With General ROSSON moving o u t  and 
General KNOWLES coming i n ,  General KNOWLES s t i l l  d i d n ' t  r e q u i r e  
any annexes t o  any d i v i s i o n  p lans .  They had t h e  d i v i s i o n  p lans  
with a few over lays .  They never had a c i v i l  a f f a i r s  annex nor 
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a PSYOP annex. When General  KOSTER came t h e r e ,  f o r  h i s t o r i c a l  
purposes ,  he d e s i r e d  t h a t  w e  p ro j ec t - - t he  g e n e r a l  s t a f f  mem­
b e r s  project--what should  be  done i n  t h e s e  a r e a s  b e f o r e  eve ry  
o p e r a t i o n ;  i . e . ,  are t h e r e  r e fugees  i n  t h a t  a r e a ,  i f  s o ,  i f  a 
b a t t l e  ensues  i n  t h a t  a r e a ,  what w e  cou ld  do  t o  h e l p  them? 
And, based on t h a t  r a t i o n a l e  I would make up neces sa ry  annexes 
t o  fo l low t h e i r  p l an  du r ing  my t e n u r e  as a G 5 .  

Q You're r e f e r r i n g  t o  d i v i s i o n - l e v e l  p l a n s ?  

A. y e s ,  sir. 

Q Did you r e q u i r e  t h e  same from b r i g a d e  or. b a t t a l i o n  
o p e r a t i o n s ?  . 

A. Our p l ans  went down t o  t h e  11th Brigade,  a s  i t  
d i d  i n  eve& b r igade .  It was incumbent on the commander 
t h e r e ,  as i n  t h i s  c a s e ,  Colonel  HENDERSON, a s  I r e c a l l - - I  
d o n ' t  remember t h e  name ve ry  W~~~-YHENDERSON, hadI b e l i e v e ,  
t h e  job a f t e r  LIPSCOMB l e f t .  

Q. Y e s ,  Colonel  HENDERSON. A s  t h e  r eco rds  would show, 
Colonel  'HENDERSON took t h e  b r i g a d e  over  on t h e  1 5 t h  of  March. 

A. Unfor tuna t e ly ,  h i s  S5; and I f o r g e t  t h e  c a p t a i n ' s  
name, h e  d i d n ' t  g e t  i n  on v e r y  many o f  t h e i r  o p e r a t i o n s  e i t h e r ,  
a s  i n  t h e  ca se  of  t h e  G5--I mean o t h e r  t h a n  i n  o rgan iz ing  t h e  
i n i t i a l  annex. And, from t h e n  on i n ,  w e  programmed a l l  ou r  
a c t i v i t i e s  i n  t h e  G5 a r e a  acco rd ing ly ,  and w e  s t a y e d  o u t  of 
t h e  combat a r e a s .  W e  d i d n ' t  make any unnecessary  annexes. 
The g e n e r a l  d i d n ' t  want t h a t .  

Q. Did you normally a t t e n d  t h e  d a i l y  s t a f f  b r i e f i n g s ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir, I had a p r e s e n t a t i o n  t h a t  I gave every  
evening. 

Q. Do you r e c a l l  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  Task Force  Barker  i n  
t h e  Son My a r e a  on the 16 March? 

A. The on ly  t h i n g  I can remember, s i r ,  i s  t h a t  fact  
t h a t  &ey were g e t t i n g  a l o t  of  k i l l s  i n  t h a t  a r e a .  

Q. I have h e r e  E x h i b i t  M-6, which i s  t h e  l o g  o f  t h e  
America1 Div i s ion  f o r  16 March. I c a l l  your  a t t e n t i o n  t o  i t e m  
number 9 4 ,  s t a r t i n g  about i n  t h e  c e n t e r  of t h e  i t em.  See i f  
you can remember t h a t  be ing  b r i e f e d  on t h e  evening  of  t h e  16 th .  
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A. Yes, sir. I f  I r e c a l l ,  I heard t h i s  b r i e f i n g .  I 
remember t h e  l a r g e  number of k i l l s  t h e  d i v i s i o n  had i n  t h a t  
area.  However, a couple of days l a t e r ,  I th ink  t h a t  was 
toned down,considerably.  And, I don1t know why t h e  7 4  s t a y s  
i n  my mind. 

Q Seventy-four o r  e ighty-four? 

A. Someplace around i n  t h e r e ,  I d o n ' t  know why I 
keep th inking  it w a s  7 4 .  This 128 d o e s n ' t  r i n g  a b e l l ,  b u t  
74 does. 

Q Well, i f  you took t h e  two units--you n o t i c e  t h a t  ' 

you have a c t u a l l y  t h r e e  u n i t s  involved--if you took C/1/20 
and used i t s  t o t a l ,  and then  took B/4/3 and used i t s  t o t a l ,  
t h e r e  a r e  a few t h e r e  t h a t  a r e  a d d i t i o n a l  ones from gunships 
t h a t  a r e  no t  inc luded,  I be l i eve  t h a t  t h i s  would add up t o  
t h e  128. Do you remember any d iscuss ion  concerning t h i s  very 
considerable  d iscrepancy,  o r  t h e  d i s p a r i t y ,  I should say ,  of  
128 VC KIA versus  3 weapons captured? 

A. I t  -would j u s t  be hearsay i f  I did--if  I made a  
s ta tement .  

Q We've heard from previous witnesses  t h a t  t h e r e  
were more t h a ~2 few r i p 2 l e s  went thron'jh t h e  crm:d iz t h e  
s t a f f  b r i e f i n g  when t h e  f i g u r e s  were c i t e d .  

A. T h a t ' s  always t h e  case ,  sir.  Any time we had a 
l a r g e  k i l l ,  General KOSTER would t u r n  t o  t h e  b r i e f e r ,  and he 
would say ,  "Well, where a r e  t h e  weapons? Did they  g e t  any 
weapons?" There was always a r o a r  from the back frcm t h e  
n i t w i t s .  

Q Did anybody say anything t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t ,  "Well, 
t h a t ' s  128 VC K I A ,  t h a t ' s  4 VC and 1 2 4  women and ch i ld ren?"  

A. Well, I never heard anything l i k e  t h a t ,  s i r ,  I 
c a n ' t  hones t ly  s t a t e  t h a t .  Whenever we had a l a r g e  k i l l - ­
we've had them, time and time again--one of General KOSTER's 
favorite-.-and General KNOWLES ' f avor i  te--s tatements w a s ,  
"Where a r e  t h e  weapons?" 

Q. Do you remember t h e  answer t h a t  was given i n  t h i s  
ins tance?  
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A. Usual ly  t h e  b r i e f e r  was a young c a p t a i n ,  I n f a n t r y ,  
and he would s a y ,  " I ' l l  check on i t ,  s i r . "  

Q Were you aware from t h i s  b r i e f i n g  t h a t  any c i v i ­
l i a n s  had been k i l l e d  i n  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A .  Not on t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ,  b u t  i n  o t h e r  sk i rmi shes  
t h a t  we had ,  whenever a c i v i l i a n  was i n j u r e d  o r  k i l l e d ,  it was 
my r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  i n  con junc t ion  w i t h  t h e  S5, t o  i n s u r e  t h a t  
t h e  necessary  funds were drawn from f i n a n c e ,  and t h a t  t h e  
s o l a t i u m  was pa id .  

Q- Wo.uld t h i s  make any d i f f e r e n c e ,  as f a r  as t h e  
s o l a t i u m  payment, whether t hey  w e r e  l o c a t e d  i n  a GVN-controlled 
t e r r i t o r y  o r  l o c a t e d  i n  what might  be  VC-controlled t e r r i t o r y ?  

A. Not a s  f a r  as Genera l  KOSTER was concerned,  sir.  
H e  wanted us  t o  s e t t l e  w i t h  everybody. Be d i d n ' t  c a r e  where 
they  came f r o x .  

Q. D i d n ' t  it make any d i f f e r e n c e  how t h e s e  i n d i v i d u a l s  
were k i l l e d ?  J u s t  a s  an i l l u s t r a t i o n ,  suppose you had ,  as t h i s  
f i g u r e  has  shown, 20 o r  30 c i v i l i a n s  had been k i l l e d .  Would 
that have prompted any a c t i o n  on your  p a r t  o r  by General  KOSTER? 

A .  Y e s ,  s i r ,  i t  would. General  KOSTER would normal ly ,  
as he  d i d  on s e v e r a l  occas ions ,  t e l l  m e  t o  g e t  down t h e r e  and 
f i n d  o u t  j u s t  what happened. Now, t h i s  c a s e ,  I was never  
c a l l e d  i n  on t h i s  one.  

Q .What do you mean you w e r e  never  c a l l e d  i n ?  

A. I w a s  never  c a l l e d  i n ,  s i r .  

Q General  KOSTER d i d  n o t  in form you,  o r  anyone else 
i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n  inform you, t h a t  some i n n o c e n t  c i v i l i a n s  had 
been k i l l e d ?  

A. H e  d i d  n o t ,  sir. 

Q- Do you remember on t h i s  s p e c i f i c  day whether o r  
n o t  Chaplain LEWIS was s i t t i n g  n e a r  you? 

A. Chaplain  LEWIS used t o  s i t  d i r e c t l y  behind m e ,  
s ir ,  and he used t o  poke a l l  t h e  t ime any t ime  something went 
on l i k e  t h i s ,  and he ' d  s a y ,  "Hey, G5, t h e r e  a r e  c i v i l i a n s  
down t h e r e ,  and what are you doing about  i t ? "  H e ' d i d n ' t  run  
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t h e  d i v i s i o n .  The g e n e r a l  r a n  t h e  d i v i s i o n .  I would react 
t o  what t h e  g e n e r a l  wanted, and I informed him t h a t  when I 
found o u t  any in fo rma t ion  I went t o  t h e  g e n e r a l ,  e i t h e r  t o  
h i s  q u a r t e r s  o r  t o  h i s  o f f i c e ,  and I spoke t o  him about  it. 
I n v a r i a b l y  I g o t  t h e  suppor t  t h a t  I needed. 

Q Subsequent t o  t h i s  t i m e ,  a week o r  10 days o r  2 
weeks o r  even 3 ,  d i d  Colonel  LEWIS e v e r  t e l l  you about  
some of  t h e s e  r e p o r t s  which he  had ,  which would have i n d i c a t e d  
t h a t  some c i v i l i a n s  w e r e  k i l l e d  i n  My L a i  o r  Son My v i l l a g e  
on 16 March? 

A. L e t  m e  s a y  t h i s ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  Chaplain LEWIS 
e v e r  t e l l i n g  me s p e c i f i c a l l y  about t h i s  smal l  v i l l a g e .  B u t ,  
I do r e c a l l  Chaplain LEWIS t e l l i n g  me on many occas ions  t h a t  
t h e r e  were "X"  number of c i v i l i a n s  k i l l e d  h e r e ,  o r  h e r e ,  o r  
someplace else. This  extended from Duc Pho a l l  t h e  way up 
almost  t o  Danang. I f  you remember, o u r  AO, i n  g e n e r a l ,  w a s  
over  t h e r e .  I n  each  c a s e ,  I can h o n e s t l y  s t a t e  t h a t  I had 
g o t t e n  chewed o u t  by General  KOSTER, and I went i n t o  the a r e a  
and I looked it ove r  a s  an S 5 .  And on o t h e r  occas ions  I had 
g o t t e n  i n  a  j eep  and d r iven  a l l  t h e  way t o  Duc Pho t o  i n v e s t i ­
g a t e  f o r  Genera l  KOSTER some i n c i d e n t s  where c i v i l i a n s  were 
k i l l e d .  He wanted t o  know p e r s o n a l l y .  This one was news t o  
me when I f i r s t  saw i t  r e f l e c t e d  on newspaper and TV. 

Q . Did you e v e r  h e a r  t h a t  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was be ing  
conducted? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q. I n  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  s i t u a t i o n  and w i t h i n  the 
d i v i s i o n ?  

A .  Not w i t h i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n ,  sir. Hearsay. Now, I 
heard  on s e v e r a l  occasions--and we made it a p r a c t i c e  because 
t h e  g e n e r a l  d i d n ' t  want any rumors sp read  around--any t i m e  
w e  hea rd  people  making of f - the-cuf f  s t a t e m e n t s ,  w e  t r i e d  t o  
sque lch  them. And, t h e r e  were some occas ions  o r  i n c i d e n t s  
where some of  t h e  personne l  would a s k ,  "Well,  . you ' r e  i n  t h e  
G 5  b u s i n e s s ;  d i d  you h e a r  anyth ing  about a L ieu tenan t  CALLEY 
o r  Se rgean t  MITCHELL?" And, I remember t h e  names. And,  I 
t o l d  them, "No, a r e  you looking  i n t o  i t ? "  I went down t o  
b r igade  and spoke t o  Colonel  HENDERSON. He s a i d  it was another  
sk i rmi sh  t h e y  had had and t h a t  t hey  had a good o p e r a t i o n  going 
on i n  t h a t  a r e a .  I dropped i t  r i g h t  t h e r e .  I d i d n ' t  i n t e r ­
f e r e  w i t h  t h e  commander's p r e r o g a t i v e ,  t h a t  p r e r o g a t i v e  be ing  
t h e  deployment of  t r o o p s .  
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Q Well, when you g e t  something l i k e  t h a t ,  i s  it j u s t  
an a r b i t r a r y  cut-off r a t h e r  than t o  f i n d  o u t  what d i d  t r a n s p i r e  
from t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  who i s  t e l l i n g  t h e  s t o r y ?  I f  I make my 
p o i n t  c l e a r ,  f o r  example, somebody comes t o  you and s a y s ,  " I s  
anybody looking i n t o  something l i k e  t h i s ? "  Is i t  j u s t  an 
a r b i t r a r y  cu t -o f f ,  o r  i s  it t h a t  you s e a r c h  o u t  what t h e  ind iv i ­
dua l  i s  t a l k i n g  about? 

A .  S i r ,  we go through channels.  I f e l t  I had an 
o b l i g a t i o n  t o  the  11th Brigade t o  t a l k  t o  t h e  commander about 
t h i s ,  and I d i d ,  

Q And, what d id  he t e l l  you? 

A. That it was another  opera t ion ,  i t  was a tough 
area--and we  knew it was a tough area--and I took t h e  commander's 
word f o r  it. 

Q. Did he t e l l  you how many people had been k i l l e d  
i n  t h e r e ?  

A .  No, sir, he d i d n ' t .  

Q When d id  you go and see Colonel KENDERSON? m 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  d a t e s .  

Q* About? 

A. Well, I spoke t o  him every 2 o r  3 days when I 
was i n  t h e  a r e a ,  e i t h e r  n o r t h  o r  south- ­

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  Did he t e l l  you t h a t  he was con­
duc t ing  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o r  t h a t  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was being 
conducted? 

A. No, s ir ,  he d i d n ' t  t e l l  me anything. I j u s t  asked 
him a ques t ion ,  ,and it was dropped r i g h t  t h e r e ,  t h a t  t h e r e  
was an opera t ion  going i n  t h e  a r e a  and t h a t  we would be in ­
formed through t h e  S5 channels ,  a f t e r  t h e  opera t ion ,  i f  they 
needed any a s s i s t a n c e .  Now, i n  t h i s  same time frame 
I used t o  f l y  around a l o t  wi th  General YOUNG, and General 
YOUNG k e p t  me posted.  He never mentioned anything about 
it t o  me. 
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MR WEST: Could I i n t e r p o s e  h e r e ?  M r .  ANISTRANSKI, we  are 
an a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  group he re .  W e  can use  any f ragment  of 
i n fo rma t ion  you might  have ,  even i f  i t ' s  hea r say .  You men­
t i o n e d  a w h i l e  ago t h a t  something would on ly  be  hea r say  i f  
you mentioned it. I d i d  want t o  make t h a t  p o i n t  c l e a r ,  d o n ' t  
be  concerned i f  it might be  hea r say .  Any$hing t h a t  you hea rd  
t h a t  you can remember might  prove t o  be  u s e f u l  t o  u s .  We're 
t r y i n g  t o  p u t  a puzz l e  t o g e t h e r .  

A .  . Yes, s i r ,  I ' m  n o t  t r y i n g  t o  h i d e  anyth ing .  If  I 
knew i t ,  I would t e l l  you. The Army was my l i f e  f o r  23  y e a r s ,  
and I t h i n k  it i s  a f i n e  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  I f  I have some i n f o r ­
mation I could g i v e  you,  I w i l l  g i v e  it t o  you. 

Q What you have h e a r d  o t h e r s  s a y  may n o t  d e s e r v e  
much we igh t ,  b u t  it might  h e l p  p u t  a puzz l e  t o g e t h e r .  So,  
any th ing  a t  a l l  t h a t  you r e c a l l  could be  h e l p f u l .  

A. The on ly  t h i n g  I can t e l l  you,  s ir ,  i s  the f a c t  
t h a t  every  morning a t  0700 hours  w e  would go i n t o  t h e  g e n e r a l ' s  
o f f i c e  and we  b r i e f e d  him on t h e  s e r i o u s  i n c i d e n t s  t h a t  occur ­
r e d  a f t e r  the 1700 b r i e f i n g  t o  about  0600 hours .  I t  was al ­
ways General  KOSTER, General  YOUNG, RYDER was i n  there, 
GALLOWAY, CROOKS w a s  i n  t h e r e ,  l a t e r  on,  and a l s o  t h e  c h i e f  
o f  s t a f f ,  DIVARTY c o m a n d e r ,  and the 1, 2 ,  3 ,  4 ,  and 5. 
Nothing was e v e r  mentioned t o  me. I had i n v a r i a b l y  spoken t o  
j u s t  about eve ry  man around t h e r e  t h a t  mentioned something about 
t h i s ,  anZi I d i c n !t g e t  any th ing  out. of  t h e  l i t h  Brigacie, sir. 
They never  asked f o r  any a s s i s t a n c e .  And, a s  f a s t  as it came 
up,  t h a t ' s  how f a s t  it died .  The man t h a t  I can r e c a l l  men­
t i o n i n g  something about  some murders o r  something l i k e  t h a t ,  
people  be ing  k i l l e d ,  w a s  Chaplain  LEWIS. Chaplain  LEWIS and 
I were p r e t t y  c l o s e .  I l i s t e n e d  t o  Chaplain LEWIS p r e t t y  
c l o s e l y  because he u s s i i a l l y  had c~clktensome good in fo rma t ion  
from t h e  t roops .  He was down t a l k i n g  t o  t h e  t r o o p s  a l l  the 
t ime.  I f  you wanted t o  know something,  you could  always t a l k  
t o  Chaplain LEWIS. A s  I t o l d  the g e n e r a l ,  I went down t o  the 
b r i g a d e ,  sir.  

10: Now, your v i s i t  t o  t h e  11th Brigade w a s  prompted 
by t h e  prev ious  d i s c u s s i o n  w i t h  Chaplain LEWIS? 

A.  Y e s ,  sir.  

Q.. Which was an a l l e g a t i o n  t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  some 
women and c h i l d r e n  perhaps ,  o r  noncombatants, had been k i l l e d  
unneces sa r i l y?  
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A .  Affirmative.  . That i s  c o r r e c t ,  s ir .  

Q *  Do you r e c a l l  whether t h e r e  w a s  any o rde r  of mag- 
n i tude  of any v a r i e t y  connected wi th  i t ?  Were t h e r e  l o t s  of  
them, o r  were t h e r e  j u s t  a few, o r . . .  

A .  ( In te rpos ing)  Well, he j u s t  asked m e  i f  I had 
heard of i t ,  any c i v i l i a n s  being k i l l e d  i n  one of t h e  opera t ions .  
And, I s a i d ,  "No, where d id  it happen?" And, he  t o l d  me, 
"Down sou th . "  And, I asked him i f  J i m  MAY knew anything 
about it. He s a i d  he d i d n ' t  know. So, t h e  morning a f t e r  t h e  
g e n e r a l ' s  b r i e f i n g ,  o r  s h o r t l y  t h e r e a f t e r ,  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  
d a t e ,  t h e r e  was a l o t  of p ressu re  r i g h t  nea r  t h e  end of March 
on t h i s  i n c i d e n t .  There was a l o t  o f  t a l k  about i t .  G I ' s  
were t a l k i n g  i n  t h e  messha l l s - - su rp r i s ing ly ,  none of t h e  
commissioned personnel t a l k e d  about it, none of t h e  genera l  
s t a f f  members, a t  t h e  mess o r  a t  any o t h e r  p l a c e ,  o r  t h e  
s p e c i a l  s t a f f  members. 

Q. You knew t h a t  t h e  e n l i s t e d  personnel  were t a l k i n g ?  

A .  The e n l i s t e d  personnel  were t a l k i n g  a l l  around 
 
headquarters ,  sir.. 
 

Q. Can you be a l i t t l e  more d e f i n i t i v e  when you say 
e n l i s t e d  personnel?  Were they w i t h i n  t h e  headquar ters ,  o r  
with a r t i l l e r y ,  o r  with t h e  TOC, o r  where were they  doing t h i s  
t a lk ing?  

A. Well, most of t h e  people worked i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n  
headquarters .  E i t h e r  t h e  1, 2 ,  3 ,  o r  4 shop--I'm leaving  my 
own shop o u t ,  because my people would never--I only had one 
sergeant  and one d r i v e r .  And, t h e  d r i v e r  was always with me, 
so  wherever I went, he went. But,  people c ross ing  over-- 
now, genera l ,  I 'm assuming t h a t  you have gone t o  Chu Lai.  

Q. Yes. 

A .  Well, when we walked by t h e  d i v i s i o n  headquar ters ,  
by t h e  chapel ,  over  from it, we could hea r  people t a l k i n g  
about it. But, it was a l l  done very jokingly ,  "Hey, d i d  ya 
hear  about t h i s .  Hey, d id  ya hear  about t h a t ? "  That ' s  it. 
And, I ,  a f t e r  t h e  chaplain mentioned it t o  me, I d o n ' t  know 
how soon t h e r e a f t e r ,  s e v e r a l  t imes a week, I used t o  v i s i t  
each of t h e  br igades  and t a l k  t o  t h e  S5. I had gone down t o  
the  11th  Brigade and I spoke t o  Colonel HENDERSON, and I t h i n k  
h i s  execut ive  o f f i c e r ,  Colonel FRANKLIN,  a Lieutenant  Colonel 
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FRANKLIN. H e  was on t h e  way i n  t h e r e  t o  be t h e  XO of  the 
 
br igade .  Nothing was re layed t o  me a t  t h a t  time. Flying back 
 
up, I stopped a t  Quang Ngai C i ty ,  and I went t o  s e e  t h e  s e n i o r  
  
province advisor ,  c i v i l i a n  type ,  M r .  MAY. He never mentioned 
 
anything t o  me, sir. 
 

Q Did you ask him about i t ?  

A. To t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge, no. J i m  was the 
  

type t h a t  would v e n t i l a t e  a l o t .  He'd t e l l  you anything. 
  


Q Did you t a l k  t o  Colonel G U I N N ,  by chance? 

A. Yes, s i r ,  a l l  t h e  t ime. 

Q Did you ask him about it, o r  d i d  he t e l l  you 
 

anything about i t ?  
  


A. Well, he d i d n ' t  g e t  i n  on many d i v i s i o n  opera t ions  
  

i n  the  area .  They s t ayed  ou t  of i t  p r e t t y  much. 
 


Q I ' m  n o t  th inking  s o  much about d i v i s i o n  opera t ions  
  

as  I might be concerning information t h a t  may be coming i n  on 
 

t he  area .  
  


A. No, s ir ,  G U I N N  never re layed anything. 

Ilf - Q - LUOW, ii these rwnors were going about t he  e n l i s t e d  
personnel ,  whatever they  may be ,  genera l  knowledge, rumors, o r  
whatever, d o e s n ' t  it seem s t r a n g e  t h a t  somebody d i d n ' t  go over 
and ask the  I G  o r  t h e  SJA wha t ' s  going on? 

A. I would assume t h a t .  

Q. Were you e v e r  aware of t h e  br igade commander 
 
making an o r a l  r e p o r t  t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander on t h i s  matter?  
  

A. He was i n  and o u t  of t h e  headquarters  q u i t e  a b i t ,  
  

s i r ,  bu t  I donDt know why. I j u s t  assumed opera t ions .  I t  was 
  

never discussed i n  General KOSTER's presence.  When I say  
  

" i n  h i s  presence,"  I ' m  t a l k i n g  about t h e  g e n e r a l ' s  s p e c i a l  
  

s t a f f  members a t  a b r i e f i n g .  It  was never d iscussed  a t  t h e  
  

1700 b r i e f i n g ,  nor  was i t  discussed  a t  the  0700  b r i e f i n g  a t  
  

t h e  g e n e r a l ' s  o f f i c e .  
  


Q. How about your pre-br ie f ing  d i scuss ions  wi th  the 
 

chief  of s t a f f ,  Colonel PARSON? 
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A. He was new i n  t h e  game, and he  was f e e l i n g  around, 
and he  never bothered wi th  t h e  1, t h e  4 ,  and t h e  5 very much. 
Be  was a f t e r  t h e  2 and t h e  3. But, he never s a i d  anything t o  
me. We had a 10  o r  15-minute meeting be fo re  w e  went i n t o  
General KOSTER's o f f i c e ,  bu t  he never mentioned anything t o  
me about it. 

Q Was t h i s  eve r  discussed around your messhal l  up
t h e r e  and i n  your evening sess ions?  

A. S u r p r i s i n g l y ,  sir ,  it was no t .  

Q I have here  a copy of t h e  r e p o r t  en te red  i n t o  t h e  
record as  Exh ib i t  R-1. I would l i k e  t o  show you t h i s  r e p o r t ,  
and ask i f  you have ever  seen this r e p o r t ,  o r  i f  you have any 
information concerning t h i s  r e p o r t .  

A. No, sir ,  I have never  seen  that r e p o r t .  

Q I would ask you t o  t u r n  t o  Inc losure  1, and I 
would ask you t o  t u r n  t o  the  p e r t i n e n t  d a t a  dated 1 4  Apr i l  ' 68 .  

A. I 've never seen  t h a t  r e p o r t  e i t h e r ,  sir. 

Q I would a l s o  t u r n  your a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  second 
i n c l o s u r e  which i s  a p iece  of VC propaganda. Y o u ' l l  no t i ce  
that t h e  f i r s t  page i s  r a t h e r  s t andard ,  b u t  i f  you w i l l  
n o t i c e  near t h e  top  of t h e  second page, and s p e c i f i c a l l y  t h e  
second paragraph, t h e  tone of it changes. 

A .  I d i d n ' t  s e e  t h a t  one e i t h e r ,  sir. 

9. Did you s e e  any VC propaganda which a l luded  t o  an 
unusual s i t u a t i o n  a t  Son My v i l l a g e  on 16 March? 

A. No, sir. I used t o  r ece ive  propaganda a l l  t h e  
time. Whenever we would pick i t  up, w e  always gave i t  t o  G 2 .  

Q. I f  t h i s  p iece  of propaganda would have come i n t o  
t h e  headquarters  as a s e p a r a t e  p iece  of propaganda, would you 
have expected t o  s e e  i t ?  

A. Yes, s ir .  Colonel TREXLER would have l e t  m e  s e e  
it, he o r  OWEN l e t  m e  s e e  everything.  

Q Who was OWEN? 
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A. Gary OWEN, l i e u t e n a n t  co lone l ,  G 2  be fo re  TREXLER. 

Q I f  t h e s e  two documents had been s e n t  i n t o  t h e  
d i v i s i o n  independent ly,  I am r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  two i n c l o s u r e s ,  
p r i o r  t o  t h e  p r e p a r a t i o n  of t h i s  r e p o r t ,  would you have ex­
pected t o  have seen  them? 

A. Yes, sir. I was given most of t h e s e  documents. 
 

I f  we picked them up, we analyzed them i n  t h e  PSYOP s e c t i o n .  
  

Then we gave General KOSTER a b r i e f i n g  on what w e  thought was 
 

behind the  document. These never came t o  my a t t e n t i o n ,  sir. 
 


Q. Can you t e l l  me what t h e  d i v i s i o n  p o l i c y  was with 
r e s p e c t  t o  burning v i l l a g e s  and burning houses wi th in  t h e  
opera t iona l  a rea  of t h e  Americal Divis ion? 

A. I n  A p r i l  '67 when we went up t o  Task Force Oregon-­

Q . ( In te rpos ing)  Apr i l  ' 67?  

A. Yes, sir. I was i n  country 19 months, approximately. 
I extended because I l i k e d  what I was doing. 

Q Well, you joined t h e  America1 Divis ion then when 
i t  was converted from Task Force Oregon t o  t h e  Arnerical i
~ i v i s i o n .  I donPt t h i n k  t h a t  was made q u i t e  c l e a r  i n  t h e  I 
record.  But, I t ake  i t  t h a t ' s  what t r a n s p i r e d .  

A. I t  was Task Force Oregon, Americal. I was wi th  
them a l l  along. 

General  ROSSON, i n  h i s  evening b r i e f i n g s ,  General 
KNOWLES, General KOSTER, and even t h e  s h o r t  t ime t h a t  General 
GETTYS was t h e r e  had a l l ,  on a monthly b a s i s ,  had g o t t e n  up 
and t a lked  about t h e  r u l e s  of engagement. To t h e  b e s t  .of my 
knowledge, s ir ,  he was c l e a r  t o  a l l  of t h e  members, a l l  the 
genera l  s t a f f  and s p e c i a l  s t a f f  members, and t h e  commanders 
t h a t  were on t h e s e  b r i e f i n g s ,  t h a t  they would n o t  go i n  there 
and destroy v i l l a g e s .  

Q What about t h e  k i l l i n g  of c a t t l e  and t h e  des t ruc ­
t i o n  of  crops? 

A. Well, on t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  of crops,  s ir ,  I can 
s t a t e  t h i s  much. I used t o  g e t  i n  on t h a t .  It was my respon­
s i b i l i t y  t o  go down and t a l k  t o  t h e  province c h i e f ,  Colonel 
T I N H ,  and Colonel K H I E N  down a t  Quang Ngai. And w e  would askt 
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and I had an over l ay ,  i f  we could spray  t h e  a rea .  And, they 
~ s u a l l y  gave us a  yea o r  nay, and they  would b r i n g  it back t o  
the  commanding genera l ,  and t h e  commanding genera l  would say 
yea o r  nay. Now, h i s  i n t e l l i g e n c e  people were i n  on t h i s  too.  
~t was a j o i n t  e f f o r t  from t h e  2 ,  5 ,  3 ,  and t h e  commanding 
genera l .  And, he would l e t  us know, General  KOSTER would l e t  
us  know, whether he wanted t h a t  a r e a  s ~ r a y e d .  And, I know of 
s e v e r a l  i n s t a n c e s  where General KOSTER s a i d ,  "No. " W e  would 
not  go i n  t h e r e ,  and, i n  f a c t ,  General KOSTER became very 
adamant a t  the  reques ts  from t h e  br igades  t o  go i n  t h e r e  and 
spray some of t h e  areas .  The f a l l o u t  on t h a t ,  he  organized 
what i s  commonly known as  t h e  " r i c e  s t e e r i n g  committee." He 
made me t h e  chairman of t h a t  " r i c e  s t e e r i n g  committee," and ' 
he t o l d  me t h a t  I would organize a l l  t h e  a s s e t s  a v a i l a b l e  t o  
m e  i n  connection wi th  t h e  province c h i e f s  t o  go i n  t h e r e  and 

. h a r v e s t  those crops ,  and t h e  t roops went i n  t h e r e  t o  h e l p  
them. W e  used t o  f u r n i s h  t h e  necessary guards.  

Q. . The Golden Fleece opera t ion?  

A. Tha t ' s  r i g h t ,  sir.  

Q. Again coming back t o  my q u e s t i o n ,  and it was a 
 
 
r a t h e r  d i r e c t  ques t ion ,  what was t h e  d i v i s i o n ' s  pol icy  with 
  
  
r e spec t  t o  burning of houses,  o r  hootches,  and t h e  des- 
 
 
t r u c t i o n  of crops and l i v e s t o c k  and s o  on? 
 
  

A .  They would n o t  do i t ,  sir .  They would no t  do it 
unless  they c a l l e d  i n  and g o t  permission from t h e  TOC. Now, 
the  br igade  t h a t  went ou t  on opera t ions  would f requen t ly  c a l l  
and ask f o r  permission t o  b r i n g  f i r e  upon a c e r t a i n  v i l l a g e .  
G 3  c o u l d n ' t  even g i v e  t h a t .  They would have t o  contac t  General 
KOSTER, when he was around d i v i s i o n  headquar ters  he d i d ,  o r  
off  i n  the  sky someplace--- 

Q. ( In terpos ing)  Would you have expected t o  know i f  
  
anybody wi th in  one of t h e  br igades  had burned t h e  houses i n  
  
one of the  v i l l a g e s ?  
  

A. Yes, s i r ,  I would know. I had t o  spend a l o t  of 
 
 
time i n  G 3  TOC. 
 
 

Q. Suppose G 3  d i d n ' t  know it. 

A. Well, then someone was t ak ing  i t  upon themselves 
 
 
t o  go i n  t h e r e  and des t roy  property wi thout  l e t t i n g  t h e  
  
  
commanding general  know about it. 
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Q Could t h i s  have been RAMSDELL? 

A. N o ,  s ir ,  i t  doesn" r i n g  a b e l l .  

Q. KEAT ING? 

A. It doesn ' t  r i n g  a b e l l .  Well, i n  any e v e n t ,  s ir ,  
I g o t  a  copy of the  l e t t e r .  I brought i t  back t o  d i v i s i o n  
headquar ters ,  and I l e t  t h e  chief  of s t a f f  read it .  The chief  
of s t a f f  read i t ,  and he ' s a i d ,  "Wait." He went i n  t o  show t h e  
commanding genera l  t h e  l e t t e r ,  and t h e  genera l  c a l l e d  me i n  
and asked me where I g o t  t h e  l e t t e r ,  and I t o l d  him. He s a i d ,  
"Okay." I s a l u t e d ,  and I l e f t .  That was +&e l a s t  I heard of 
t h a t  i n c i d e n t .  

Q Now, a re  you s u r e  t h a t  what you a r e  r e f e r r i n g  t o  
is  a l e t t e r  from t h e  province ch ie f  t o  t h e  RVN d i v i s i o n  com­
mander. O r ,  a r e p o r t  t h a t  he had,  which was addressed t o  
him from t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f .  

A. It was a personal  l e t t e r  w r i t t e n  by t h e  province 
commander t o  General TOAN. 

Q. I have he re  two r e p o r t s ' p r e p a r e d  by t h e  d i s t r i c t  
c h i e f ,  t h e  f i r s t  one, on 28 March, addressed t o  t h e  province 
v ice  c h i e f .  Is t h i s  t h e  l e t t e r  t h a t  you a r e  r e f e r r i n g  t o ?  
Did you s e e  an English t r a n s l a t i o n  of i t ?  

(The I 0  handed Exh ib i t  M-28 t o  t h e  witness  .) 

A. Yes, s i r ,  I had an English t r a n s l a t i o n  of it. But, 
t h a t ' s  no t  i t ,  s i r .  

Q. A l l  r i g h t .  I have h e r e  another  which has been 
en te red  i n t o  evidence a l s o  prepared by t h e  d i s t r i c t  ch ief  t o  
t h e  province c h i e f .  And, you w i l l  n o t i c e  t h a t  a copy of t h i s  
had gone t o  t h e  2d ARVN Divis ion.  And, you w i l l  a l s o  n o t i c e  
t h a t  a copy of it went MACV, Quang Ngai s e c t o r ,  which i s  t o  
say e i t h e r  M r .  MAY o r  Colonel G U I N N .  Is t h i s  t h e  l e t t e r ?  

(The I0 handed ~ x h i b it'M-29 t o  t h e  wi tness .  ) 

A. This i s  no t  t h e  l e t t e r ,  sir.  The one I ' m  a l lud ing  
t o  was s igned by t h e  province commander, KHIEN.  

Q Do you remember about t h e  d a t e  t h a t  you t a lked  t o  
t h i s  i n d i v i d u a l  a t  province? 
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A. I d o n ' t  understand t h e  ques t ion  a t  a l l .  Discour­
aged i n  what regard?  

a. Well, t h e  G5 p a r t  of t h e  opera t ion  was n o t  given 
proper suppor t ,  perhaps? 

A. Now, t h a t ' s  n o t  t r u e .  I was discouraged,  b u t  n o t  
because of t h e  America1 Divis ion.  I was discouraged because 
o f  the  way the  medics were opera t ing .  Tha t ' s  why I asked f o r  
another job. But,  I took t h e  G5 job because I thought  t h a t  
i t  was an a rea  t h a t  r equ i red  cons iderable  e f f o r t .  You could 
e i t h e r  make it o r  break it. It was a good job, I l i k e  it. 

Q. Well, I d i d n ' t  understand your r e fe rence  e a r l i e r  
when you s a i d  your a f f i l i a t i o n  with t h i s  a r e a  was terminated 
a f t e r , a  while .  Referr ing,  a s  I understood you, t o  t h e  Son Tinh 
d i s t r i c t ,  which i s  t o  t h e  south  of Chu L a i .  

A .  I t o l d  you t h a t  a f t e r  I had moved t h e  refugees  
from t h e  Sa Kyr then  my a f f i l i a t i o n s  with t h a t  a r e a ,  as far 
as G5 a c t i v i t i e s  were concerned, were r e l ega ted  t o  t h e  S5 
of  t h e  11th Brigade. I d i d n ' t  go back i n  t h e r e .  It was t h e  
b r i g a d e ' s  AO, and they d i d  t h e i r  own work. They d i d n ' t  need 
any s p e c i a l  a s s i s t a n c e  o r  advice from G5. They had t h e i r  
own S5. 

Q Well, I ga the r  t h a t  you had some ques t ion  a s  t o  
the  k ind  of job t h a t  Captain KESHEL, t h e  S5 of the  br igade ,  
was doing. 

A .  Tha t ' s  r i g h t .  A s  I s a i d ,  when everyth ing  was-­
when I was t o l d  by t h e  br igade  commander t h a t  information con­
cerning t h i s  opera t ion  would be forwarded t o  me through h i s  
S5, t h a t  was f i n e  wi th  me. H e ' s  t h e  br igade  commander. 

1 

Q Did you go back t o  t h a t  S5 and g e t  t h a t  i n f o r ­
mation when you d i d n ' t  g e t  what you were promised from S5? 

A. He had nothing t o  g i v e  t o  m e .  

Q But, d id  you a c t u a l l y  t a l k  t o  t h e  S5, Captain 
KESHEL? 

A.  Every week. 

Q And did  you i n q u i r e  about t h i s  opera t ion  f o r  your
information? 
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A. H e  s a i d  if I wanted t h e  information I would have 
t o  t a l k  t o  t h e  br igade commander. And, t h e  br igade  commander 
already gave me an answer. So, I dropped o u t  of t h e  p i c t u r e .  

Q. But t h e  br igade commander's answer was t h a t  you 
should t a l k  t o  t h e  S5, a s  I understood i t ?  

A. H e  s a i d  t h e  information would come through t h e  
S5 t o  me. 

Q. And, t h e  S5 t o l d  you, you would have t o  sweak 
with t h e  br igade  commander? 

A. I f  I wanted f u r t h e r  information I would have t o  
go t o  the  br igade  commander. 

Q W e l l ,  t o  me, what you ' re  saying i s  nothing e l s e  
bu t  t h a t  you were g e t t i n g  t h e  run around, and t h a t  you w e r e  
not  g e t t i n g  any information.  You were t o l d  t o  go t o  t h e  S5, 
t h a t  he would g ive  you t h e  information.  H e  s a i d ,  "No, go on 
back t o  t h e  br igade  commander." Now, t o  me, t h a t ' s  nothing 
but  t h e  run around. 

W e l l . .  . 
( In terpos ing)  Didn ' t  i t  seem t h a t  way t o  you? 

A. I had no r i g h t  t o  ques t ion .  H e  s a i d  it was coming 
up. I wasn ' t  going t o  ques t ion  a f u l l  co lonel  on h i s  opera t ions .  

& You s a i d  something about t h i s  meeting wi th  Colonel 
HENDERSON, and t h a t  you mentioned t h e  names of Lieutenant 
CALLEY and Sergeant  MITCHELL. I wasn ' t  c l e a r  whether you were 
r e f e r r i n g  t o  something t h a t  you read  r e c e n t l y  i n  t h e  news­
paper,  o r  i f  it had a re ference  back.. . .  

A. ( ~ n t e r p o s i n ~ ) !I made no re fe rence  t o  a l i e u t e n a n t  
and a se rgean t  wi th  Colonel HENDERSON. 

Q Well, what was t h e  r e fe rence  about? 

A. My statement  .was, i f  I ' m  r e c a l l i n g ,  t h a t  t h e i r  
names were mentioned i n  o r  around d i v i s i o n  headquarters  by 
o t h e r  personnel ,  G I  's around d i v i s i o n  headquar ters .  But, I 
d id  not  mention t h e  l i e u t e n a n t ' s  name o r  t h e  s e r g e a n t ' s  name 
t.0 Colonel HENDERSON a t  any time. 
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Q. Do I understand t h a t ,  a t  Chu Lai ,  i n  t h e  s p r i n g  
of 1968, t h a t  i n  connection wi th  t h i s  i n c i d e n t ,  t h a t  t h e  
names of Lieutenant  CALLEY and Sergeant  MITCHELL w e r e  men­
t ioned a t  t h a t  t ime? 

A. . Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. Can you i n d i c a t e  i n  any way any more s p e c i f i c a l l y  
than  you have, who was mentioning t h e i r  names? The only per­
son you've i n d i c a t e d  up t o  t h i s  time who gave you any i n f o r ­
mation whatsoever about t h i s  th ing  was Chaplain LEWTS. Now, 
I guess you d i d n ' t  g e t  t h e  names of Lieutenant  CALLEY and 
Sergeant  MITCHELL from Chaplain LEWIS.. 

A. NO. I t ' s  j u s t  ord inary  s c u t t l e b u t t  be ing  d is ­
seminated around headquarters .  

Q. - I s n ' t  it a l i t t l e  unusual t o  have s c u t t l e b u t t  wi th  ' ' 

names of the p a r t i c u l a r  o f f i c e r  o r  noncommissioned o f f i c e r  , 
hung on i t  t h i s  way? This  i s n ' t  a genera l ized  b i t  of  s c u t t l e ­
b u t t .  I t ' s  a very s p e c i f i c  k ind  of a l l e g a t i o n  when you hang 
someone's name on it. 

A. I ' d  go back t o  what t h e  General says .  Why d i d n ' t  
t he  I G  o r  t h e  J A  pick it up? 

Q I ' m  n o t  t a l k i n g  about why d i d n ' t  somebody pick it 
up. What I ' m  asking you is what you r e c a l l  o f  what was s a i d ,  
and by whom? You say t h a t  you s p e c i f i c a l l y  r e c a l l  i n d i v i d u a l s  
names g e t t i n g  r e l a t e d  t o  t h i s  th ing .  Now, you were t h e  first 
one who suggested t h a t  Lieutenant  CALLEY and Sergeant  MITCHEL 
names were being rooted  about a t  t h a t  time. So, it i s  r a t h e r  
s i g n i f i c a n t .  I 've heard no one e l s e  suggest  t h a t  t a l k  arou 
Chu Lai brought t h e s e  two i n d i v i d u a l s  i n t o  t h e  conversat ion.  
And, I th ink  it is t e r r i b l y  important f o r  you t o  th ink  hard  o 
t h i s  t o  s e e  i f  you can g ive  us  a l i t t l e  i n s i g h t  a s  t o  where 
you were hear ing  such s p e c i f i c s .  

A.  Again, t h e  day I heard tIzis, I was coming o u t  of 
the chapel.  The chapel s a t  across  t h e  parade grounds r i g h t  
i n  f r o n t  of t h e  d i v i s i o n  headquarters .  

Q. I know where it is.  We have j u s t  been the re .  

A. That ' s  where I heard it. I paid  no a t t e n t i o n  an 
I kep t  r i g h t  on going, and I never s a i d  anything t o  anyone. 
I went r i g h t  back t o  t h e  o f f i c e .  I never turned t o  s e e  who 
s a i d  i t ,  why they  s a i d  it, o r  anything l i k e  t h a t .  
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10: What d id  they say? 

A. They j u s t  mentioned h i s  name and t h a t  an i n c i ­
dent  had happened down south  someplace, and d i d  you hea r  
about ari i n v e s t i g a t i o n  going on. And, t h a t ' s  a l l  t h a t  I 
heard.  I never g o t  i n  on it. I t  was never addressed t o  
me. I t o l d  you i t  was hearsay when I t o l d  you t h i s .  

MR MACCRATE: You're s u r e  now t h a t  y o u ' r e  n o t  reading  
these  names back i n t o  t h a t  time? 

A .  No. No. 

I0 : What l e v e l  of e n l i s t e d  personnel?  

A .  S p e c i a l i s t s ,  "speedy f o u r s ,  " p r i v a t e s .  

Q What about t h e  command s e r g e a n t  major of t h e  
d i v i s i o n ?  

A .  I saw very l i t t l e  of him, sir.  

Q How about your own noncammissioned o f f i c e r ?  Those 
a t  the S3 shop and s o  on. Did t h e y  know about t h i s ?  

A. They never s a i d  anything. They never mentioned 
it. 

Q What was t h i s  s c u t t l e b u t t ?  Maybe I have t o  have 
a b e t t e r  d e f i n i t i o n  of what s c u t t l e b u t t  is. 

A. Well, we used t o  e a t  i n  a b i g  messhal l  t h a t  was 
t o  t h e  l e f t  f r o n t  of d i v i s i o n  headquar ters ,  and i t  was i n  
the re  t h a t  you could hea r  t h e  G I ' s  t a l k i n g  about it. And, t h e  
chapel was r i g h t  t h e r e  t o o ,  i f  you r e c a l l  t h e  se tup .  Now, 
you could hea r  them t a l k i n g  and no one ever  pa id  much a t t en ­
t i o n  t o  it because i t  was never o f f i c i a l l y  announced t h a t  
t h e r e  was an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  going on. We ignored i t .  There 
was always some s o r t  of s ta tement  being made about something 
o r  o t h e r .  

Q - You d i d n ' t  e a t  i n  t h e  g e n e r a l ' s  m e s s  up t h e r e ?  

A .  Yes. La te r  w e  went up t o  t h e  g e n e r a l ' s  mess. 
J u s t  t h e  s e l e c t  few were e a t i n g  up t h e r e .  
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MR MACCRATE: You a r e  q u i t e  s u r e  t h a t  a s  of March, Apr i l  1968, 
you had no t  y e t  s t a r t e d  e a t i n g  i n  t h e  g e n e r a l ' s  mess? 

A. Oh, I was i n  and o u t  of t h e  g e n e r a l ' s  mess a l l  the 
t i m e .  But,  I wasn ' t  o f f i c i a l l y  assigned up t h e r e  t o  e a t .  

Q. 'Going back t o  your v i s i t  t o  Colonel HENDERSON, 
j u s t  when was i t ?  What made you make t h a t  t r i p  t o  Duc Pho t o  
t a l k  t o  Colonel HENDERSON, and j u s t  what d i d  you s a y  t o  h i m ?  
What was your query o r  t h e  message t h a t  you w e r e  t ak ing  him? 

A. Chaplain LEWIS mentioned it t o  m e .  I think it 
was perhaps some c i v i l i a n s  k i l l e d  i n  t h e  opera t ion ,  and 
knowing t h a t  General KOSTER always wanted t h e  necessary i n f o r ­
mation posted a t  t h e  b r i e f i n g s ,  w e  always t o l d  him whether 
t h e r e  were c i v i l i a n s  k i l l e d  o r  no t  i n  these  opera t ions ,  
whether they  were k i l l e d  on t h e  highways by t r u c k s  o r  whether 
he was s h o t  down, o r  whatever happened. Animals k i l l e d  o r  
anything l i k e  t h a t .  And, when it was mentioned t o  m e  by 
Chaplain LEWIS, I f e l t  t h a t  perhaps I could go down and g e t  
something from Colonel HENDERSON. When I asked him whether 
he needed any G5 a s s i s t a n c e  down t h e r e ,  he  s a i d ,  "No, I don8t. 
And, i f  we need any a s s i s t a n c e  from you 1'11 c o n t a c t  my S5, 
and you and the  S5 w i l l  work it ou t . "  So, I waited and I 
never  go t  anything. 

Q. What was i n  your SOP t h a t  c a l l e d  f o r  informat ion  
about c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s ?  

A. A s  f a r  a s  I can r e c a l l ,  t h e  United S t a t e s  Govern­
ment i f  they  were--as a d i r e c t  r e s u l t  of combat operations- ­
i t  was incumbant upon t h e  government t o  t ake  c a r e ,  and w e  d id .  

Q No, I ' m  saying  what i n  your opera t ions  brought up
the  information as  t o  c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s ?  your t a l k i n g  about 
t h e  u l t ima te  r e s u l t .  I 'm t a l k i n g  about t h e  day t o  day opera ­
t i o n .  Was t h e r e  any requirement l a i d  on any personnel  t o  
r e p o r t  c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s ?  

A. Not o t h e r  than  what I g o t  from t h e  S5 r e p o r t s .  

Q But,  you t o l d  us t h a t  t h e  S 5 ' s  were d e a l t  out  of  
a l l  ope ra t ions .  You t o l d  us t h a t  once t h e  S5-­

A. ( In te rpos ing)  N o .  They d i d n ' t  g e t  i n  t h e  opera ­
t i o n ,  s i r .  

Q You t o l d  us t h a t  once t h e  S 5 ' s  gave you an annex 
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i n  t h e  o p e r a t i o n ,  t h a t ' s  t h e  end of it. Who, then ,  had t h e  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  l e t t i n g  anyone know about c i v i l i a n  casual ­
t i e s ?  

A. The commander of t h e  opera t ion .  

Q And, a r e  you acquainted wi th  any s p e c i f i c  SOP of  
t;he commander t o  make such a r e p o r t ?  

NO, I ' m  no t .  

I0: O r  t h e  S2 o r  t h e  S 3  o r  t h e  TOC? 

A. Well ,  they were a l l ,  s ir .  A t  one t i m e  o r  another ,  
when they  c a l l e d  i n  t h e i r  r e p o r t s ,  they would i n d i c a t e  whether 
o r  n o t  c i v i l i a n s  were k i l l e d  along t h e  highway o r  a s  a  d i r e c t  
r e s u l t  of opera t ions .  They c a l l e d  them i n ,  they c a l l e d  them 
i n  a l l  t h e  t ime. 

MR MACCRATE: Well, how about i n  t h e  course of opera t ions  i n  
a VC-controlled t e r r i t o r y ?  

A. I f  we could g e t  them o u t  we took them o u t .  That 
was p a r t  of t h e  r u l e s  of '  engagement. 

Q That was no t  my ques t ion .  My ques t ion  was repor t ­
i n g  c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l i t e s  from t h a t  a r e a ,  n o t  about tak ing  them 
out .  

A. I c a n ' t  answer t h a t  ques t ion .  I d o n ' t  know what 
they d i d  f o r  t h e s e  opera t ions ,  sir. I d i d n ' t  go on them. 

9 .  Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of being t o l d  of an 
opera t ion  i n  June of 1968 t h a t  t h e  ARVN was conducting i n  t h e  
same a r e a  a s  Son My v i l l a g e ?  

A. Geez, we had s o  many, s i r ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  They 
?:ere i n  and out  of those a reas  a l l  t h e  t ime.  

Q. Well, a r e  you q u i t e  c l e a r  t h a t  they  were i n  and 
o u t  of Son My Vi l l age  cons tan t ly?  

A. No, I ' m  t a l k i n g  about .the Batangan Peninsula  i n  
J~inuary ,  no t  t h i s  s p e c i f i c  v i l l a g e .  Any time they had any 
c o n t a c t  they  would know something was i n  t h e r e ,  and they went 
a f t e r  it. 
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Q Well, I ' m  t a l k i n g  about t h e  a r e a  just sou th  of 
t h e  Batangan Peninsula  r i g h t  now. What knowledge do you have 
about t h e  opera t ion  i n t o  t h a t  a rea?  

A. What d i s t r i c t  a r e  you t a l k i n g  about? . 

Q. The Son Tinh D i s t r i c t .  
\ 

A. Tha t ' s  j u s t  nor th  of t h e  r i v e r ?  

Q- J u s t  nor th  of t h e  r i v e r ,  t h a t ' s  r i g h t .  You can 
  
s e e  r i g h t  t h e r e  on t h e  map. T h a t ' s  t h e  e a s t e r n  p o r t i o n ,  i n  
  
t he  orange, of t h e  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) . That re­

p resen t s  about one-fourth of it, which extends over  ac ross  
  
Highway 1 and t h e n  over  across  t o  t h e  w e s t .  
  

A. Now, they  w e r e  i n  and o u t  of t h a t  area t i m e  and 
 

time again.  
  


Q Well, when you ' r e  r e f e r r i n g  t o  that e n t i r e  a r e a ,  
  
you ' r e  t a l k i n g  about something l a r g e r  than  t h e  Son Tinh D i s ­ 

t r i c t ?  
  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q What I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  yoQ t o  focus  on a r e  opera ­
t i o n s  down i n  t h e  Son Tinh d i s t r i c t  i t s e l f  and t o  t h e  e a s t  of 
Highway 1. 

A. No. We cont inuously fought  t h e r e ,  no s p e c i f i c  
  

v i l l a g e s .  
  


10: Let  me have j u s t  one minute,  i f  I may i n t e r c e d e .  
  
D o  you r e c a l l  s p e c i f i c a l l y  what Chaplain L E m S  t o l d  you, 
 
where he s a i d  he g o t  h i s  information? 
  

A. H e  d i d n ' t .  

Q He d i d n ' t ?  

A. No, sir.  I s a i d  t h i s ,  t h a t  Chaplain LEWIS was al ­
ways around G I ' s  and probably picked it up from them. H e  wa 
always around t a l k i n g  t o  G I ' s .  

. Q 0  He did i n d i c a t e  t o  you t h a t  perhaps t h e r e  had bee 
some unnecessary k i l l i n g  and s o  f o r t h ?  

A. S i r ,  he s a i d  t h a t  every day t o  m e .  H e  s a i d  it CO 
s t a n t l y ,  "Take c a r e  of t h i s ,  and why d o n ' t  you do t h i s ,  and 
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why don' t you do t h a t .  " 

Q* NOW, d i d  you r e l a y  t h a t  t o  Colonel HENDERSON? 

A. No, s i r ,  I j u s t  went down and asked i f  he needed 
any a s s i s t a n c e  from us f o r  t h a t  a rea .  

Q When you made t h e  s t a t ement ,  what do you th ink  
the  impl ica t ion  was? Ass is tance  t o  do what? 

A. W e l l ,  he might have had some refugees  t h a t  he 
needed moved, and i f  t h a t  was t h e  case ,  then  t h e r e  w e r e  
occasions where we go t  s h i p s  t o  move them ou t .  Sometimes 
they g o t  on the  road and sometimes they  j u s t  h i d .  In  t h i s  
case they perhaps came o u t  and needed evacuat ion means. 

Q- But, even though you had t h i s  information which 
had been passed on by Colonel LEWIS, it was r a t h e r  broad b u t  
did involve t h e  k i l l i n g  of women and ch i ld ren .  You never 
gave any of those s p e c i f i c s  t o  Colonel HENDERSON? 

. A. No, sir .  

Q- Yours was r e a l l y  an i n q u i r y  then ,  r a t h e r  than a 
s ta tement  of f a c t ,  o r  even hearsay? 

. A. Tha t ' s  r i g h t ,  sir. 

MR MACCRATE: Did you t e l l  him about hea r ing  t h e  names of 
Lieutenant CALLEY and Sergeant MITCHELL, from one of t h e  
companies i n  h i s  command? 

A. N o ,  sir. 

Q. And t h e i r  involvement? 

A.  No, sir ,  I d i d  no t .  That would be an a l l e g a t i o n ,  
and I'm i n  no p o s i t i o n  t o  do anything l i k e  t h a t .  

Q. Well,  d id  he i n d i c a t e  t h a t  he was looking i n t o  
a s i t u a t i o n  a t  t h a t  time? 

A. N o ,  s i r ,  he d id  not .  

Q. He d i d n ' t  i n d i c a t e  i n  any way t h a t  he was gather ­
ing information? 

A.  He d id  not .  
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I Q. I come back again t o  t h e  General ' s  ques t ion .
j u s t  d o n ' t  understand what k ind  of a s s i s t a n c e  you w e r e  prof­
f e r i n g  i f  there Bad been c i v i l i a n s  k i l l e d .  The moving of  
c i v i l i a n s  a f t e r  an opera t ion  was over  would seem t o  serve 
l i t t l e  purpose. 

A. Well, n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  a f t e r  t h e  opera t ion  was 
over ,  bu t  i f  the o p e r a t i o n  was going on and t h e s e  people w e r e  
ou t  on t h e  roads  and moving o u t  wi th  t h e i r  baggage and a l l  
t h a t ,  w e  would come t o  reason t h a t  perhaps they  should be 
moved someplace. We would have had t o  t r y  t o  assist t o  
move them i n t o  refugee  camps. 

Q Is t h e r e  any way you can f i x  t h e  t i m e  of t h i s  
v i s i t  t o  Colonel HENDERSON? 

A. No, sir. I was down t h e r e  s o  darn many times. 

Q W e l l ,  can you f i x  it i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  t ime t h e  
chapla in  f i r s t  spoke t o  you? 

A. I can say  t h i s  much, t h a t  Chaplain LEWIS men­
t ioned  it t o  m e  every time he saw me. H e  was joking about-­
I d o n ' t  know i f  you would c a l l  i t  joking, b u t  he would say 
t o  me, "Hey, what are you doing f o r  t h e s e  c i v i l i a n s .  What 
a r e  you doing here?  What a r e  you doing the re?"  

Q Now, t h i s  s p e c i f i c  v i s i t  t o  Colonel HENDERSON 
t h a t  s t ands  o u t  i n  your mind was n o t  a r e s u l t  o f  a j e s t  from 
o r  j u s t  a p o l i t e  t e a s i n g  from Chaplain LEWIS. This was some­
th ing  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  more s p e c i f i c  than  t h a t  as I understand 
your testimony. 

A. I took him p r e t t y  s e r i o u s ,  b u t  he  w a s  always 
mentioning t h a t  t h e r e  was a cow k i l l e d  here-­

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  But, t h i s  wasn ' t  a cow k i l l e d .  

A. I know. H e  would mention these  th ings .  "There 
was a cow k i l l e d  h e r e .  There was a b u l l  k i l l e d  t h e r e .  A 
couple of c i v i l i a n s  he re .  A baby i n j u r e d  t h e r e .  What are 
you doing about it?" 

Q Now, t h i s  was no t  one of those.  This w a s  some­
t h i n g  e l s e  t h a t  he spoke t o  you about. Something s p e c i f i c  
about a p a r t i c u l a r  opera t ion .  Did you go and speak with 
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co lonel  HENDERSON about i t ?  Was t h e  opera t ion  s t i l l  going on 
when you t a lked  t o  him? 

A.. The opera t ion  was s t i l l  going on, yes ,  sir. 

Q The opera t ion  we ' r e  t a l k i n g  about', M r .  ANISTRANSKI,
only l a s t e d  f o r  a m a t t e r  of a few days. You would have been 
a c t i n g  very promptly and very r a p i d l y  i f  you went down before  
t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  opera t ion  ended. 

A. On t h e  average of about twice o r  t h r e e  t i m e s  a 
week, I used t o  s t o p  i n  a l l  t h e  br igades  and t a l k  wi th  people 
about what t h e i r  needs were. Now, I never t a l k e d  about how 
many c i v i l i a n  dea ths  t h e r e  w e r e  i n  t h e i r  AO. I never t a l k e d  
about t h e  a s s i s t a n c e  w e  had given i n  terms of food o r  money, 
or  anything l i k e  t h a t .  I t  was my job t o  f i n d  ou t  i f  they 
needed it and t h e  S5 was g e t t i n g  it. And, i f  n o t ,  why riot. 

10: When you were down t h e r e  t a l k i n g  wi th  Colonel 
 
HENDERSON, d i d  you by chance t a l k  t o  t h e  2 ,  o r  t h e  3 ,  then 
  
Major MCKNIGHT , and Colonel BLACKLEDGE? 
 

A. I used t o  s e e  them a l l  t h e  t ime,  sir. I d o n ' t  
' r e c a l l  s e e i n g  them s o  f requen t ly  that- ­

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  Did t h e  S5 i n d i c a t e  t h a t  he knew 
 
anything about anybody being k i l l e d ?  
  

A .  Me d i d  not .  No, sir.  H e  d i d n ' t  g ive  me any idea .  
He c o u l d n ' t  t e l l  me. The k i d  was o f f  working i n  o t h e r  a r e a s ,  
bu i ld ing  schools  and th ings  of t h i s  na tu re .  And, a s  soon as  
h i s  a t t e n t i o n  was c a l l e d  t o  something l i k e  this, he went ahead 
and s t a r t e d  tak ing  care  of i t .  

Q Well, d id  he t a k e  c a r e  of i t  here?  

A. It was never brought t o  my a t t e n t i o n  whether he 
d id  o r  d id  no t .  It  r e a l l y  came up s o  f a s t  and then d ied  very 
suddenly, by d i e d ,  I mean squelched,  o r  whatever happened t o  
it. I d o n ' t  know. 

Q. Well, I wish you'd c l a r i f y  t h a t  one f o r  me. How 
was it squelched? 

A. People j u s t  stopped t a l k i n g  about it. 

Q. D i d  t h e  e n l i s t e d  personnel  s t o p  t a l k i n g  about i t ,  
too? 
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A.  Y e s ,  sir. W e  were always t o l d  around t h e  o u t f i t s  
I was i n  t o  s t o p  rumors. I guess t h e  commanders around' t h e r e  
d id  a p r e t t y  good job of s topping  rumors. W e  d i d n ' t  know 
whether i t  was t r u e  o r  not .  

Q. But a t  t h e  same t i m e  I c a n ' t  s e e  t h a t  anybody was 
searching  i n  any depth t o  s e e  i f  t h e r e  was any v a l i d i t y  t o  it. 

A. I s a i d  e a r l i e r ,  sir, i f  anyone would have wanted it 
i n v e s t i g a t e d ,  and wanted m e  i n  on it, General KOSTER would 
have n o t i f i e d  m e  t o  go down t h e r e .  

Q Oh, I understand t h a t .  I understand t h a t  very w e l l .  
W e  cont inue t o  h e a r ,  and we've heard i n  your s i t u a t i o n ,  and 
from Colonel LEWIS, t h a t  some people w e r e  k i l l e d  he re .  W e  
continue t o  h e a r  t h a t  rumors were buzzing amongst t h e  e n l i s t e d  
personnel .  There i s  no apparent  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  underway. Y e t  . 
nobody t a l k e d  t o  t h e  I G ,  and asked him why he  d o e s n ' t  g e t  on 
t h e  b a l l ,  o r  asked Chaplain LEWIS t o  g e t  over and make h i s  re­
p o r t ,  o r  t o  g e t  t h e  people t h a t  do have t h e  information t o  
make t h e  information a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e  I G  o r  t h e  s t a f f  judge 
advocate s o  t h a t  an appropia te  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  could be made. 
These a r e  t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  seem almost impossible ,  t h a t  i n  a 
d i v i s i o n  where t h i s  is  a s  w e l l  known as  you have i n d i c a t e d ,  
t h a t  nothing happened. 

A. Well, perhaps i t  d id .  But it was never  brought 
t o  my a t t e n t i o n .  Maybe t h e  SJA d i d  g e t  i n  on it. I d o n ' t  
know. I d o n ' t  even know who was t h e  J A  a t  t h e  t i m e ,  Colonel 
JONES o r  someone else. 

MR MACCRATE: You s a i d  t h a t  it came up very quickly .  Could 
you en la rge  upon what you mean? 

A .  Well, when t h e  b i g  k i l l s  w e r e  mentioned a t  the 
evening b r i e f i n g ,  I r e c a l l  General KOSTER asking ,  "Where a r e  
t h e  weapons?" And then f o r  about a week they  d iscussed  this 
opera t ion .  The k i l l s  minus weapons, and a l l  t h a t  s o r t  of 
s t u f f .  There w e r e  some casua l  remarks made, i f  you want to 
c a l l  them t h a t ,  about going i n  t h e r e  and shoot ing  up a v i l l a g e .  
Then it d ied  r i g h t  a f t e r  t h a t .  

Q This is i n  t h e  course of t h e  evening b r i e f i n g s  
cr t h e  morning b r i e f i n g s  t h a t  t h i s  was d iscussed?  

A. No. You're jumping t h e  gun. I s a i d  a f t e r  t h e  
evening b r i e f i n g  when t h e  k i l l s  were mentioned, General KoSTER 
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asked where t h e  weapons were. H e  asked t h e  b r i e f e r .  The 
b r i e f e r  s a i d  he hadn ' t  any r e p o r t  on i t ,  b u t  he would f i n d  
out .  Then, f o r  t h e  next  couple of days,  t h e r e  were over tu res  
made. These over tu res  were made by G I ' s  around t h e  head- 
q u a r t e r s ,  never by a s t a f f  member, genera l  o r  s p e c i a l  s t a f f .  

Q you used t h e  term over tu res .  Overtures t o  whom? 

A. Well, s ta tements ,  whatever you want t o  c a l l  them,
t h a t  t h e r e  were some a t r o c i t i e s  committed, t h a t  they s h o t  up 
a  v i l l a g e .  Then it died .  

Q. Now t h e  commanding g e n e r a l  r a i s e s  a  ques t ion  a t  
an evening b r i e f i n g .  The man g iv ing  t h e  b r i e f i n g  cannot 
answer t h e  ques t ion .  I s n ' t  it customary t o  come back t h e  
next b r i e f i n g  s e s s i o n  and g ive  an answer, and provide some 
s a t i s f a c t i o n  t o  t h e  commanding genera l?  

A.  Tha t ' s  r i g h t .  The genera l  always g o t  a closed-
door s e s s i o n  before  he went i n  i n  t h e  morning. He perhaps 
got  it then. 

Q. But, you leave  me q u i t e  confused a s  t o  j u s t  what 
you a r e  saying happened a f t e r  t h i s  i n i t i a l  ques t ion  was. r a i s e d .  
You seem t o  sugges t  t h a t  f i r s t  it was r a i s e d ,  and then t h e  
ques t ion  was a  m a t t e r  of concern and was considered over t h e  
per iod of the  next  few days a t  t h e  s t a f f  l e v e l .  Then, a l l  of 
a  sudden, you say .  No, t h a t  it was j u s t  something t h a t  was 
being d iscussed  a s  goss ip  by t h e  e n l i s t e d  personnel ,  

A. No, I d i d n ' t  say  t h a t .  It  was r a i s e d  a t  t h e  even­
ing  b r i e f i n g .  General KOSTER asked where the  weapons were. 
The b r i e f e r  s a i d  t h a t  he had no knowledge b u t  would f i n d  o u t .  
Now, he usua l ly  had a s e p a r a t e  G 2  b r i e f i n g  i n  t h e  morning be- 
f o r e  t h e  genera l  s t a f f  b r i e f i n g .  The genera l  d i d .  He had 
perhaps go t t en  h i s  answer from him then.  But over t h e  
next couple of days t h e r e  were some comments made by people 
passing around headquarters .  That was it .  Then they stopped 
it. I never heard another t h i n g  about it. 

Q. Did you know Colonel HOLLADAY? 

A .  Aviat ion type? 

Q. Yes? 

A. I t h i n k  he used t o  f l y  a l o t  with the genera l .  I 
used t o  s e e  him a l o t  a t  t h e  b r i e f i n g s .  
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Q Did he s i t  nea r  you i n  t h e  b r i e f i n g s ?  

No, he d i d  not .  

Q Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  about speaking wi th  
him about t h i s  opera t ion?  

A. No, sir ,  I do not.  The only time I went t o  see 
Colonel HOLLADAY i s  when I needed a sh ip .  

Q Since r e t u r n i n g  t o  t h e  United S t a t e s ,  have you
t a l k e d  wi th  anyone about t h i s  opera t ion?  

A. No, sir. Other than  what I r e l a t e d  t o  M r .  WEST. 

Q - When d i d  you l a s t  s e e  Captain KESHEL, I b e l i e v e  
t h a t ' s  t h e  name of t h e  SS? 

A. I haven ' t  s een  him, sir, s i n c e  I l e f t  Vietnam. 

MR WEST: I was a l i t t l e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  your remark, i f  I re­
c a l l  c o r r e c t l y ,  t h a t  t h e  g e n e r a l  d i d n ' t  l i k e  rumors going 
around, o r  specu la t ion  going around a t  headquar ters .  Is t h a t  
approximately what you mentioned a whi le  ago? W a s  i t  character­
i s t i c  t h a t  people used t o  f e e l  under any r e s t r a i n t  about t a lk ­
i n g  about t h i n g s  t h a t  came up such as t h i s ?  

A. Well, I d o n ' t  t h i n k  so .  

Q. Around t h e  headquar ters?  

A. No. I ' m  s u p r i s e d  t h a t  we  never heard  i t  around our 
a rea .  When w e  went t o  t h e  g e n e r a l ' s  m e s s  w e  never heard it 
discussed.  Not one t ime. 

MR WALSH: I ' d  j u s t  l i k e  t o  ask you t o  s t a t e  once again what 
i t  was t h a t  you overheard involv ing  t h e  names of Lieutenant  
CALLEY and Sergeant  MITCHELL? 

A. A s  I r e c a l l ,  it was coming from a Ca tho l i c  mass, 
and I walked o u t ,  and I was walking toward t h e  G 5  o f f i c e .  As 
I was coming out  of  t h e  mass, t h e r e  w e r e  G I ' s  who w e r e  s i t t i n g  
along t h e  w a l l  t h e r e  i n  f r o n t  of  t h e  chapel ,  and some of them 
had mentioned t h e  names. 

Q. You didn '  t know them before  t h i s ?  

A. NO, s ir ,  I d i d n ' t  know any of t h e  people t h a t  made 
t h e  s ta tements  because I d i d n ' t  even t u r n  around and look. 
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Q *  But i f  a l l  you heard were t h e  names of CALLEY and 
MITCHELL, t h a t  wouldn't  be enough t o  s t i c k  i n  your mind, would 
i t ?  It must have been ~ o n n e c t e dt o  some a c t i o n  t h a t  they had 
done. I t ake  i t - - t h a t  's r e a l l y  what I want t o  g e t  your re­
co l l ec t ion  on. 

A.  I t ' s  j u s t  r e c a l l .  You h e a r  someone say something
and you have r e c a l l .  

Q Right ,  now what I want i s  t o  know why those  names 
stuck i n  your mind. What was it t h a t  t h e s e  s o l d i e r s  s a i d ?  To 
what e f f e c t  were they t a l k i n g ?  

A. Allegedly they were a l l  t a l k i n g  about t h e  v i l l a g e  
being s h o t  up and who d i d  it. 

Q. By bu i ld ings  be ing  s h o t  up, could you i n t e r p r e t  
what they s a i d ?  Did they mean d e l i b e r a t e  k i l l i n g s ?  

A. No, I d i d n ' t  make any i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s .  

Q. I ' m  a l i t t l e  puzzled by t h e  paradox o f  t h e  recol ­
l e c t i o n  of those  names. Obviously what they s a i d ,  what 
you overheard,  made an impression on you s u f f i c i e n t  t o  make 
these names s t i c k  i n  your head, and y e t  you say  you had no un­
derstanding o f  what you heard.  

A. Well, something a l l e g e d l y  t h i s  big-­

Q . ( In te rpos ing)  I ' m  wondering i f  you could expand 
on t h a t .  I am puzzled by your testimony. You now make r e f e r ­
ence t o  something a l l eged ly  b ig .  How b i g ?  The shoot ing  up 
of a v i l l a g e ?  I t  was p r e t t y  b i g ,  wasn ' t  i t ?  I mean it was 
p r e t t y  bad. 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  They w e r e  t a l k i n g  about it. 

Q. And, they were t a l k i n g  i n  s p e c i f i c s .  To r e p e a t  
what you s a i d ,  you s a i d  t h a t  they  had s h o t  people i n  p r e t t y  
b ig  numbers. Is t h a t  a summary of  t h e  impression it took? 

A. I dropped it simply because I wasn ' t  asked t o  
look i n t o  it. 

Q. Right ,  I understand t h a t .  What I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  
at is  n o t  something t h a t  you d i d  do, o r  something t h a t  you d i d  
not do. What I'm t r y i n g  t o  g e t  a t  i s  what people were t a l k i n g  
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about around headquar ters  t o  t h e  b e s t  t h a t  you can r e c a l l .  

"A. The b e s t  I can r e c a l l  i s  t h a t  they were t a l k i n g  
about who was involved i n  i t ,  who d i d  what,  and t h e  names 
were mentioned. 

Q. Did they t a l k  about t h e s e  two people o r  o t h e r  
people? I n  what s p e c i f i c  way? I n  terms of  rounding 
people up? 

A. They were t a l k i n g  about who were t h e  commanders 
and l e a d e r s  i n  t h e  opera t ion .  

Q *  And, you understood t h a t  MITCHELL was one of t h e  
l eader s?  

A. That i s  t h e  name t h a t  was mentioned. Now, when 
I walked out  of  t h e  chapel  I continued r i g h t  on my way, and I 
never turned  around t o  s e e  who made t h e  s t a t ement ,  o r  anything 
l i k e  t h a t .  

Q. Did you e v e r  d i s c u s s  what you had heard  w i t h  
anybody e l s e ?  

A. No, I haven ' t .  . 

Q W  
  
  Did you e v e r  t a l k  t o  Chaplain LEWIS about t h i s ?  

A. No, sir ,  I never t a l k e d  t o  him about i t .  He used 
t o  mention t h e s e  th ings  t o  m e .  I ' d  fol low t h e m  up t o  see how 
t r u e  they were, and then  I dropped it r i g h t  t h e r e .  Chaplain 
LEWIS would come t o  me time and time again ,  and t e l l  me about 
these  d i f f e r e n t  t h i n g s .  And, I would, on my way down, o r  on 
my way nor th ,  whichever way I was pass ing ,  I vould s t o p  and 
see. 

Q. Did you ever  h e a r  any rumors o r  d i scuss ions  around 
t h e  headquarters  by anyone wi th  r e s p e c t  t o  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  and 
t h a t  it was being i n v e s t i g a t e d  f o r  t h e  p o s s i b l e  dea th  of a 
l a r g e  number of c i v i l i a n s ?  

A. The only t h i n g  I can say  i s  t h a t ,  someone s a i d  t h a t  
they  were looking i n t o  something, and I never pa id  any a t t en -  
t i o n  t o  it. I f  I was c a l l e d  i n  on i t ,  I would have dug i n t o  
it. 

Q .  You d i d  h e a r  t h a t  somebody was looking i n t o  i t ?  
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n o t  d i scuss ing  it was from you. 

Q I ' d  l i k e  t o  r e a d  you a  s ta tement  h e r e  from 
Chaplain LEWIS t o  t h e  C I D .  I t  s t a r t s  o u t ,  "Were you advised 
no t  t o  d i s c u s s  t h i s  s t a t ement  wi th  anyone?" That was t h e  
ques t ion .  This is t h e  response : 

"Yes, I was caut ioned by (unnamed i n d i v i d u a l )  , 
ANISTRANSKI , and (unnamed i n d i v i d u a l )  t o  'Not 
d i s c u s s  it wi th  anyone. ' I made many f ollowup 
e f f o r t s  on t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and I was assured 
t h a t  one was being conducted and t h a t  I should 
no t  t a l k  about i t  wi th  anyone. I a l s o  t r i e d  t o  
open up t h i s  t o p i c  conversa t iona l ly  w i t h  v a r i o u s  
d i v i s i o n  s t a f f  o f f i c e r s ,  b u t  learned  nothing 
from them, s o  ev iden t ly  we  were a l l  caut ioned 
n o t  t o  t a l k  about it." 

A. I may have made t h a t  s ta tement .  Chaplain LEWIS was , 
t h e  type t h a t  walked around and looked f o r  a l o t  of information. ,
I f  I knew t h e  commanding genera l  was conducting an inves t iga - I 

t i o n  of  some type ,  then  it was my advice t o  him t h a t  he should-
n ' t  s ide-shoot  t h e  commanding g e n e r a l ,  i f  t h a t ' s  what you want 
t o  c a l l  it. I d o n ' t  know what he was a l l u d i n g  t o .  It could I 

have been anything. But,  I t o l d  you be fo re ,  Chaplain LEWIS 
came t o  me even i f  a w a t e r  b u f f a l o  g o t  k i l l e d .  H e  wanted m e  
t o  go down t h e r e  and pay the family i f  n water  b u f f a l o  got 
k i l l e d .  I d id .  

Q. Well, y e s ,  b u t  one t h i n g  t h a t  seems s o  unusual 
h e r e ,  ANISTRANSKI, is  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  you g e t  an a l l e g a t i o n  from 
Colonel LEWIS about c i v i l i a n s  be ing  k i l l e d ,  and then  your 
a c t i o n  i n  s o l v i n g  it i s  t h a t  you go t o  the b r igade  commander 
and ask him i f  he needs any he lp .  Tha t ' s  e x a c t l y  what you 
t o l d  me. 

A. That 's r i g h t ,  sir. I t 's  n o t  my job t o  f i n d  o u t  
how they were k i l l e d .  

Q W e l l ,  I ' m  n o t  s o  s u r e .  W e  a l l  have o b l i g a t i o n s .  .
We're a11 m i l i t a r y  o f f i c e r s .  May I have 20-4 and I11 MAF and 
j u s t  l e t  me read you a few quotes .  I have MACV Di rec t ive  20-4 . 
which i s  e n t i t l e d  " Inspect ions  and I n v e s t i g a t i o n  of W a r  crimes." 
I read you paragraph 5 ( a ) ,  which says :  

" I t  is  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of a l l  m i l i t a r y  personnel 
having knowledge, o r  r ece iv ing  a r e p o r t  o f ,  an in­
c i d e n t  o r  of an a c t  thought  t o  be a war crime, t o  
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make such i n c i d e n t  known t o  h i s  commanding 
o f f i c e r  as  soon a s  p r a c t i c a b l e .  Personnel per­
forming i n v e s t i g a t i v e ,  i n t e l l i g e n c e ,  p o l i c e ,  
photographic,  graves r e g i s t r a t i o n ,  o r  medical 
func t ions ,  a s  we l l  as those  i n  c o n t a c t  wi th  t h e  
enemy, w i l l  i n  t h e  normal course of t h e i r  duty 
make every e f f o r t  t o  d e t e c t  t h e  commission of 
w a r  crimes,  and w i l l  r e p o r t  t h e  e s s e n t i a l  f a c t s  
t o  t h e i r  commanding o f f i c e r .  Persons discover­
i n g  war crimes w i l l  t a k e  a l l  reasonable  a c t i o n  
under t h e  circumstances t o  p rese rve  phys ica l  
evidence t o  note  i d e n t i t y  of wi tnesses  p r e s e n t ,  
and t o  record (by photographs, s k e t c h ,  o r  de­
s c r i p t i v e  notes)  t h e  circumstances and surround­
ings .  " 

That 's  MACV and t h e i r  d i r e c t i v e .  I11 M A F ,  i n  t h e i r  Force Order 
5820.1 t o  implement t h i s ,  says  : 

"It i s  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of a l l  m i l i t a r y  personnel  
having knowledge o r  r ece iv ing  a r e p o r t  of an in ­
c i d e n t  thought t o  be a war crime t o  make such in ­
c i d e n t  known t o  h i s  commanding o f f i c e r  a s  soon a s  
poss ib le .  The person d iscover ing  t h e  crime s h a l l  
t ake  a l l  reasonable a c t i o n  t o  p rese rve , "  e t  c e t e r a .-

It 's  a complete res ta tement  o f  what was s a i d  by MACV. Then it 
goes on t o  say  what t h e  commanding o f f i c e r  i s  ob l iga ted  t o  do. 
So, we a r e  ob l iga ted  t o  r e p o r t  t h e s e  t h i n g s .  

A. Y e s ,  s ir ,  t r u e .  Commander t o  commander. Now, we 
have a subordina te  repor t ing . .  .. 
Q. It says  any person.  I t  doesn' t s a y  commander. 
I t  says any person. T h a t ' s  t h e  p o i n t .  

A. Well, I 'd  l i k e  t o  have made t h e  r e p o r t ,  b u t  I 
wasn't  t h e r e ,  and I d i d n ' t  s e e  i t .  I d o n ' t  know. 

Q It says  having knowledge of i t ,  o r  r ece iv ing  a 
r epor t .  m d ,  t h i s  i s  why I asked you t h e  ques t ion ,  having 
heard t h i s ,  i f  you s h o u l d n ' t  have a t  l e a s t  gone t o  t h e  I G  
o r  t o  t h e  S J A ,  o r  somebody, t o  r e p o r t  what you had heard,  o r  
t o  the  commanding g e n e r a l ,  o r  t o  General  Young. We c a n ' t  
j u s t  pass these  th ings  o f f  by say ing ,  " W e l l ,  I heard of  
it." These a r e  our  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  a s  r e spons ib le  m i l i t a r y  
o f f i c e r s .  Did you ever  d i scuss  t h i s  m a t t e r  wi th  Colonel 
TREXLER? 
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A .  No, sir,  t o  t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge I d i d n ' t .  

Q Did he e v e r  mention t o  you t h a t  somebody had in ­
formed him t h a t  t h e r e  was a p r e t t y  s e r i o u s  i n c i d e n t  down t h e r e ,  
and then ,  t o o ,  about some burning hootches and houses down i n  
t h i s  a r e a ? .  

A. To t h e  best of  my knowledge, no, sir. I f  I had 
mentioned it t o  him, I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  it. 

Q. Well, you s a i d  t h i s  t h i n g  was g e n e r a l l y  buzzing
throughout t h e  headquar ters ,  t h e  e n l i s t e d  men. I t h i n k  from 
t h e  way you descr ibed  i t ,  t h a t  it seemed t o  be g e n e r a l  know­
ledge. Was t h e  t a l k i n g  s o  loud t h a t  you heard  it from the 
s t a f f  mess o r  t h e  e n l i s t e d  mess? 

A. - A s  I was coming from it, sir. 

Q But none of t h e  o f f i c e r s  pa id  any a t t e n t i o n  t o  
it o r  a l luded t o  i t ?  

A. I never heard it from a genera l  o r  s p e c i a l  s t a f f  
member. They never  mentioned anything about this. 

Q Well, wi th  t h e  knowledge t h a t  you had, and a l s o  
recognizing t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h i s  was g e n e r a l  knowledge through­
ou t  t h e  e n l i s t e d  s t a f f ,  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  you had been given 
t h i s  information,  although you d i d  nothing wi th  it,  except 
asking if you could h e l p ,  can you th ink  of any reason why 
a l l  of a sudden t h e r e  was a complete c u t o f f ?  

A. Maybe it was t h e  tempo of t h e  a c t i o n  t h a t  was 
going on. We were d i v e r t e d  t o  o t h e r  a reas .  It was p r e t t y  
t r y i n g  r i g h t  then.  

Q Do you t h i n k  t h e r e  was an at tempt  t o  cover t h i s  
a l l  up w i t h i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n ,  t o  suppress  i t ?  

A. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h e  o l d  man would do a t h i n g  l i k e  
t h a t .  General KOSTER wasn ' t  t h a t  type  of  man. 

Q. Suppose he d i d n ' t  know about it. Did you e v e r  
th ink  about t h a t ?  Did it e v e r  r e a l l y  come t o  you, a thought,  
t h a t  maybe, j u s t  maybe, t h i s  was a r e a l  p iece  of r e d  h o t  in ­
formation and t h a t  maybe t h e  commanding g e n e r a l  does no t  know 
about i t ?  I mean, is  he s o  sac rosanc t ,  and i s  General Young 
s o  sacrosanct  t h a t  you, a s  a s e n i o r  s t a f f  o f f i c e r ,  c a n ' t  go 
t o  him? 
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A. Oh, w e  could go t o  him any time. 

Q. Y e s .  Well, d i d  you go t o  him wi th  t h i s  a l l e g a t i o n  
of a war crime being committed? 

A. NO, s ir ,  I d i d n ' t .  I d idn '  t know whether i t  was 
a war crime o r  no t .  

Q Well, when you s e e  somebody f i r i n g  upon innocent  
noncombatants i t ' s  a war crime. 

A. But,  I d i d n ' t  s e e  anyone f i r i n g  a t  anyone. 

Q You heard it. It was repor ted  t o  you. 

A. It wasn ' t  r epor ted  t o  me. 

Q. Oh? 

A. It was hearsay.  

Q. No. 

A. Are you t a l k i n g  about Chaplain LEWIS and h i s  s t a t e ­
ment? 

Q. Yes. 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  bu t  he makes s ta tements  l i k e  t h a t  t o  m e  
every week. A s  long as  he was t h e  chapla in  of t h a t  d i v i s i o n .  

Q. Did he make s ta tements  t o  you t h a t  women and ch i ld ­
r en  had been k i l l e d  t o  t h e  magnitude t h a t  you have i n d i c a t e d  
h e r e ,  and-­

A. ( In terpos ing)  Not t o  t h a t  magnitude, sir .  
  


Q W e l l ,  t h a t ' s  what I ' m  r e f e r r i n g  t o .  I ' m  not  t a l k ­ 

i n g  about some of t h e s e  r e p o r t s  t h a t  you r e a d ,  b u t  what he 
t o l d  you. Did he r e p o r t  t o  you every  day, "Are you tak ing  
ca re  of t h e  s i t u a t i o n  where t h e s e  women and c h i l d r e n  g o t  
k i l l e d ? "  This i s  a h e l l  of a l o t  d i f f e r e n t  than  t a l k i n g  about 
a cow g e t t i n g  k i l l e d  o r  a water  b u f f a l o  g e t t i n g  k i l l e d ,  o r  
something l i k e  t h a t .  

A. W e  had them k i l l e d  up and down t h e  highway. 
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Q I understand t h a t .  But,  t h i s  i s  not - - tha t ' s  
an acc ident .  And, t h e r e  may be something involved i n  a bee r  
brawl,  o r  something l i k e  t h a t .  This i s  involved i n  the 
shoot ing  of noncombatants, women and ch i ld ren .  Did you have 
those?  

A. They were k i l l e d  a l l  over ,  sir. W e  used t o  t a k e  
Chaplain LEWIS'S s ta tements  and t r y  t o  t h e  best of o u r  a b i l  
t o  t r a c e  them down. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  Chaplain LEWIS e v e r  corn­
i n g  up t o  me and t e l l i n g  m e  t h a t  t h e r e  "X" number of peo­
p l e  k i l l e d  i n  an opera t ion ,  d i v i s i o n  type.  I know t h a t  he  
came t o  m e  a l l  t h e  t ime,  and he  s a t  d i r e c t l y  behind m e  a t  the 
s t a f f  b r i e f i n g s ,  and he used t o  poke me and ask ,  "What a r e  
you doing about t h i s ? "  W e l l ,  be ing  a chap la in ,  he had in­
t e r e s t s  too.  And, i f  I could f i n d  o u t  whether the United 
S t a t e s  Government was a t  f a u l t ,  I went ahead. ' I took care 
of it and I repor ted  t o  General KOSTER, and i f  he  thought 
it w a s  s o  g r e a t  t h a t  someone should g e t  down there and look 
i n  on t h i s  immediately, I went. I was never t o l d .  

Q Well, you d i d n ' t  ask him where he g o t  h i s  i n f o r ­
mation, and make an a t tempt  t o  t r a c k  t h i s  t h i n g ,  t o  go t o  
anybody t h a t  might have known i n  d e t a i l  what t r a n s p i r e d ?  

A. No, s ir ,  I never asked. I never t r i e d  t o  t r a c k  
i t  down. 

MR MACCRATE: Do you know Chaplain CRESWELL? 

A. Chaplain CRESWELL w a s  wi th  one of the DIVARTY 
o u t f i t s ,  I t h i n k .  

Q Do you remember Chaplain LEWIS spending t i m e  re­
lay ing  a r e p o r t  t o  you t h a t  he had rece ived  from Chaplain 
CRESWELL r e l a t i n g  t o  k i l l i n g s ?  

A. No, sir. Chaplain LEWIS used t o  walk r i g h t  down 
t h e  h i l l  t o  headquarters .  F i r s t ,  t o  a genera l  s t a f f  meeting; 
second, t o  t h e  G4 and t h e  G3. H e  never went i n t o  the G 4 ,  b u t  
i n t o  the G5, simply because he was t r y i n g  t o  g e t  chapla ins  on ' 

t h e  Vietnam s i d e  of  t h e  house t h i n g s  : food, c l o t h i n g ,  and 
t h i n g s  l i k e  t h a t .  I had a l l  k inds  of soap and c l o t h i n g  coming 
i n  from t h e  United S t a t e s  o rgan iza t ions .  He would ask m e  f o r  
i t .  He would pass  t h e  time of day and make t h e s e  s ta tements .  
And, I'd s a y ,  "Okay, chap la in , "  and I ' d  w r i t e  them down, and 
I would t r y  t o  look i n t o  them. He'd mentioned it s o  many 
t imes ,  s o  many t i m e s .  
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Q H e  mentioned t h i s  i n c i d e n t ?  

A. No, sir. About people being h u r t  and k i l l e d  and 
th ings  of t h a t  na tu re .  He had me--to g i v e  you an i d e a ,  he 
had me chasing a young g i r l  a l l  over  South Vietnam. She was 
i n j u r e d  and we had h e r  evacuated t o  t h e  Repose, o r  t h e  Sanc­
t ua ry ,  on a h o s p i t a l  s h i p ,  and I chased t h a t  g i r l  up and 
C__

down t h e  c o a s t l i n e  f o r  6 months f o r  Chaplain LEWIS. My 
~ o d ,i f  I were t o  work f o r  Chaplain LEWIS a l l  day long,  ~ ' d  
never g e t  anything done. 

Q Well, apparent ly you were q u i t e  prepared t o  work 
f o r  one person f o r  Chaplain LEWIS, b u t  t h e r e  were some th ings  
t h a t  s t r u c k  you as  n o t  having t h e  'same importance? 

A. They a l l  had importance, sir. W e  worked f o r  t h e  
genera l ,  and t h e  genera l  was p a r t  of t h e  United S t a t e s  Govern­
ment. 

10: W e l l ,  l e t  me t e l l  you, r i g h t  offhand,  t h a t  I d o n ' t  
th ink  you were doing t h e  genera l  a g r e a t  s e r v i c e  by no t  inform­
ing  him, b u t  t h a t  perhaps i s  a d i f f e r e n t  s t o r y .  

MR WEST: M r .  ANISTRANSKI , I wonder i n  view of t h e  f r equen t  
complaints t o  you, were t h e r e  poss ib ly  i n c i d e n t s  i n  the p a s t  
where t h e r e  had been c i v i l i a n  noncombatants k i l l e d  i n  the  
opera t ions  of t h e  d i v i s i o n  t h a t  he had complained about ,  
perhaps f o r  you t o  look i n t o ?  

A .  Yes, I had on numerous occasions.  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  some of those ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  where 
they involve t h e  11 th  Brigade o r  Task Force Barker? 

A .  No, I c a n ' t  say t h e  one b r igade ,  again.  A t  one 
time we had f i v e  b r igades ,  and then  we were down t o  two, then  
t h r e e ,  one i n  t r a i n i n g .  Any time he had g o t t e n  information and 
brought it t o  me, I t r i e d  t o  look i n t o  i t .  And, we  posted it 
every n i g h t ,  and we b r i e f e d  t h e  gehera l  on i t  and w e  t o l d  him 
exac t ly  what t h e  i n c i d e n t  was, what t h e  outcome was, and how 
much w e  paid t h e  family i f  t h e r e  was any so la t ium payments due. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  any i n c i d e n t  about an a s s a u l t  on a 
v i l l a g e  i n  which a number of t h e  r e s i d e n t s  of t h e  v i l l a g e  
were k i l l e d ?  Was t h e r e  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and was a so la t ium 
payment pa id?  
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A. Then, aga in ,  I ' m  going t o  have t o  go back and t e l l  
what t h e  S3 d i d .  They had an o b l i g a t i o n  t o  r e p o r t  it t o  m e ,  
t h a t  "X" number of c i v i l i a n s  were k i l l e d ,  and t h a t  they  needed 
money t o  pay o f f  t h e  family.  The voucher came through my o f f i ce  
over t o  f inance  where w e  drew t h e  money. On s e v e r a l  cases  I 
used t o  go down south  o r  n o r t h ,  and I ' d  wi tness  t h e  payment 
of  the family. 

Q Did you o r  t h e  S5 down t h e  chain have a respon­
s i b i l i t y  of  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  t h e  i n c i d e n t  t o  v e r i f y  t h e  f a c t s  
t h a t  w e r e  t h e r e ?  

A. Yes, they d id .  I remember a number of occasions 
myse I f .  

Q Let  m e  c l a r i f y  one mat t e r  f o r  t h e  record.  You s a i d  
t h e  S3 ' s  f o r  t h e  br igade .  I f  I 'm n o t  mistaken,  you mean the 
S5, d i d  you no t?  

A. I mean S5.  

Q. A 1 1  r i g h t .  You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any p r i o r  i n c i d e n t s  
involving Task Force Barker ,  do you? 

A. No. 

10: M r .  ANISTRANSKI, before  w e  t e rmina te  t h e  hear ing ,  i f  
you have any documentation of any s o r t  i n  terms of items which 
you may have r e t a i n e d ,  photos,  maps, anything of t h i s  s o r t ,  
t h a t  might be of a s s i s t a n c e  t o  u s ,  we'd l i k e  t o  have it. I n  
a d d i t i o n ,  based upon t h e  information w e  have d iscussed  he re  
t h i s  a f te rnoon,  we have provided you, I ' m  s u r e ,  wi th  some 
l eads  which may have re f reshed  your memory of some of  t h e s e  
th ings  happening. I f  t h e s e  b i t s  and p ieces  of information re­
f r e s h  your memory i n  any way, I ' d  apprec ia te  it very much if 
you would g e t  i n  touch wi th  u s ,  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  s o  t h a t  
we can g e t  the b e n e f i t  of t h a t  information.  

I Id g lad ly  g ive  you anything I can. 

Q. Before w e  c l o s e  I would ask i f  yea have any s t a t e ­
ments o r  i f  you have any ques t ions  t h a t  you would l i k e  t o  ask 
of me o r  any o t h e r  member of t h e  group s i t t i n g  he re?  

A.  I have one ques t ion ,  sir.  Was General YOUNG c a l l e d  
i n ?  
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Q- Yes, we've t a lked  t o  General YOUNG. 

A. I n  my opinion,  i f  anyone knew what happened down 
t h e r e ,  I t h i n k  General YOUNG would know. And, I ' m  s u r e  t h a t  
he would have gone on t o  General KOSTER. H e  was t h e  one man 
i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n  t h a t  went everyplace.  I ' d  f l y  w i t h  h i m  and I 
am amazed t h a t  he never mentioned it t o  me. I ' d  l i k e  t o  make 
t h i s  s ta tement .  The reason t h a t  I never  d i d  anything about it 
was t h a t  i f  t h e  genera l  wanted me t o  know o r  t o  look i n t o  it, 
I ' m  s u r e  he would have t o l d  me t o  do i t ,  he o r  General  KOSTER. 
But, they never t o l d  me, s i r ,  s o  I minded my own bus iness .  I ' m  
no t  t r y i n g  t o  b r ing  d i s c r e d i t  upon t h e  Armed Forces ,  T'd never 
do t h a t .  It would be t h e  l a s t  t h i n g  i n  my l i f e .  I f  I had 
t h e  information,  sir, I would g ive  it t o  you, b u t  I j u s t  d o n ' t  
know. I d o n ' t  know what happened o t h e r  than  t h e  few remarks 
t h a t  you heard made. 

I0: I would l i k e  t o  advise you again of t h e  f a c t  t h a t  
w e  have d i r e c t e d  t h e  m i l i t a r y  people n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  this mat­
t e r  wi th  anyone, t h e  ma t t e r  of t h e  i n c i d e n t ,  the mat te r  of the 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  and t h e  m a t t e r  of t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  i n q u i r y  i n t o  
the  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  process.  Your p o s i t i o n  now i s  a c i v i l i a n  
s t a t u s .  W e  a r e  n o t  a b l e  t o  i s s u e  such a d i r e c t i v e  t o  you. 
But we can reques t  t h a t  you keep t h i s  i n f o r n a t i o n  t o  y o u r s e l f ,  
and not  d ivulge  it t o  o t h e r s  except  a s  you may be requested t o  
do s o  before  a l e g i s l a t i v e  body, such a s  you w i l l  be doing 
tomorrow wi th  the  subcommittee from t h e  House, o r  a s  you may 
poss ib ly  be requested t o  do s o  be fo re  o t h e r  j u d i c i a l  and/or 
admin i s t r a t ive  bodies .  

This hearing w i l l  r e c e s s  a t  t h i s  t i m e .  

(The hear ing  recessed  a t  1910 hours ,  1 2  January 
1970 .) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: ARMOUR, Richard J. CPT 

DATE OF TESTIMONY : 30 January 19 70 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: Commanding O f f i c e r ,  
Headquar ters  and S e r v i c e  B a t t e r y ,  6 /11 (on 16 A p r i l  
1968 h e  became t h e  h i s t o r i a n  f o r  t h e  America1 D i v i s i o n ) .  

I n  h i s  job as h i s t o r i a n ,  he r e p o r t e d  t o  t h e  c h i e f  o f  
s t a f f  (pg. 2 ) .  A s  h i s t o r i a n  he  prepared  t h e  Opera t iona l  
Reports  Lessons Learned (pg. 3 ) .  The w i t n e s s  knew i n  g e n e r a l  
about t h e  o p e r a t i o n  (pg. 5 ) .  X e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  being 
ques t ioned  about  t h e  69 k i l l e d  by a r t i l l e r y ,  a c c r e d i t e d  t o  
Del ta  B a t t e r y  (pg. 6 )  , nor  d i d  he r e c a l l  it e v e r  be ing  
d i s c u s s e d  (pg. 7 )  . A s  h i s t o r i a n ,  he had e x c e s s  t o  cap tu red  
propaganda l e a f l e t s ,  b u t  he d i d  n o t  s e e  t h e  i n c l o s u r e s  
t o  HENDERSON'S r e p o r t  (pgs.  9 ,  1 0 ) .  He h e a r d  no rumors 
about  t h e  i n c i d e n t ,  about  a c o n f r o n t a t i o n  between a i r  and 
ground p e r s o n n e l ,  o r  about  t h e  c h a p l a i n ' s  concern (pg. 11). 
H e  r e c a l l e d  a mention o f  t h e  weapons r a t i o  d i s p a r i t y  a t  t h e  
11 th  Brigade b r i e f i n g  (pg. 1 2 ) .  He d i d  r e c a l l  a member o f  
t h e  P I O  shop coming i n  t o  see c e r t a i n  f i l e s  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  
Task Force  Barker  (pgs. 1 3 ,  1 4 ) .  
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E X H I B I T S  

E X I I I B I T  
NUMBER D E S C R I P T I O N  NOTES PAGES 

' w i t  d i d  n o t  recal l  
M-17 T h e  . T R I D E N T ,  ( 2 2  M a r  68) 

HENDERSON'S report  w i t h  
s ee ins .  
W i t  had no t  seen 

6 

R- 1 inc losures .  be£ore. 1 0  
T a s k  Force B a r k e r  C o m b a t  W i t  d i d  n o t  recall  

R-12  A c t i o n  R e p o r t  ( 2 4  M a r  68)s e e i n q  it, 
R e q u e s t  f o r  C o m b a t  A c t i c n W i t  d id  n o t  see 

8 

R-13  R e p o r t  before. 8 
E x t r a c t  ORLL (1Feb 68) P r e p a r e d  by t h e  

R- 24 t h r u  30 A p r  68) 
E x t r a c t  ORLL (1 May 68 

w i t n e s s .  
Prepared by t h e  

9 

R-25 t h r u  31 J u l  68) w i t n e s s .  9 

-- 
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(The hea r ing  reconvened a t  1030 hours ,  30 January 
1970.) 

10: The hear ing  w i l l  come t o  order .  

RDCR: The foll.owing persons a r e  p resen t :  LTG PEERS, COL 
ARMSTRONG, and MAJ LYNN. 

S i r ,  t he  next  witness  i s  Captain Richard J. ARMOUR. 

(CPT ARMOUR was c a l l e d  a s  a w i t n e s s ,  was sworn, 
and t e s t i f i e d  a s  follows :) 

Captain ARMOUR, f o r  t h e  r ecord ,  w i l l  you p l e a s e  
s t a t e  your f u l l  name, grade,  S o c i a l  Secur i ty  number, organi ­
z a t ion  and s t a t i o n ,  

A. Richard James ARMOUR, S o c i a l  S e c u r i t y  number 
Captain,  Divis ion Headquarters,  32d Army A i r  

Defense Command, Ka i se r s l au te rn ,  Germany. 

I0: Captain ARMOUR, have you had an oppor tuni ty  t o  
read  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s ?  

A. Yes, s ir ,  I have. 
 


Q Do 'you have any ques t ions  on them? 
 


A. No, sir.  

Q Aside from myself h e r e  a t  t h e  t a b l e  w e  have Colonel 
ARMSTRONG, who has  been designated by t h e  Of f i ce  of t h e  Chief 
of S t a f f  a s  an a s s i s t a n t  i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  Aside from 
myself ,  he may a l s o  address ques t ions  t o  you t h i s  morning. 

A .  Y e s ,  sir.  

Q We have o t h e r  groups such as t h i s  t h a t  a r e  t ak ing
testimony from o t h e r  ind iv idua l s .  I ,  of  course,  w i l l  have 
t h e  job of p u l l i n g  t o g e t h e r  t h e  r e p o r t ,  weighing t h e  evidence,  
and determining t h e  f ind ings  and t h e  recommendations. Do you 
have any ques t ions  a t  t h i s  time? 

A. NO, s i r ,  I don ' t .  
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10: W e ' l l  t a k e  a s h o r t  r e c e s s .  

\ (The hea r ing  recessed  a t  1032 hours ,  30 January 
1970 .) 

(The hear ing  was c a l l e d  t o  o rde r  a t  1033 hours ,  
30 January 1970.) 

10: The hea r ing  w i L l  come t o  o rde r .  

RCDR: A l l  persons p r e s e n t  when t h e  hea r ing  recessed  a re  
again  p resen t .  

10: Captain ARMOUR, would you i n d i c a t e  what your duty 
assignment was w i t h  t h e  America1 Divis ion ,  when you joined 
t h e  d i v i s i o n ,  any reassignments you may have had w i t h i n  t h e  
d i v i s i o n ,  approximate d a t e s ,  and of  course,  t h e  te rminat ion  
of  your s e r v i c e ?  

A. S i r ,  o r i g i n a l l y  I commanded Headquarters qnd Service 
B a t t e r y ,  6 t h  B a t t a l i o n ,  l l t h  A r t i l l e r y ,  t h e  l l t h  Brigade. I 
was wi th  them when we went t o  Vietnam i n  December 1967. On 
1 5  A p r i l  1968 I was reass igned a s  t h e  d i v i s i o n  h i s t o r i a n  up 
a t  Chu Lai.  I was t h e r e  u n t i l  I l e f t  on 30 November 1968. 

8 .  But you were t h e  d i v i s i o n  h i s t o r i a n .  And who were 
you respons ib le  t o ?  Who d i d  you r e p o r t  t o ?  

A.  S i r ,  a c t u a l l y  I was respons ib le  t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n  
commander, and a l s o  I was respons ib le  t o  t h e  ch ie f  of m i l i t a m  
h i s t o r y  i n  Saigon, of t h e  U . S .  Army Vietnam. The detachment 
t h a t  I commanded, t h e  3d M i l i t a r y  His tory  Detachment, was 
ass igned t o  t h e  America1 Divis ion as  a u n i t  of  t h e  d i v i s i o n ,  
and I repor ted  t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander and a l s o  t o  USARV. 

Q W e l l ,  d i d  you r e p o r t  d i r e c t  t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n  com­
mander o r  d i d  you r e p o r t  t o  t h e  G3 o r  t h e  c h i e f  of  s t a f f ?  

A. No, s i r .  I was r e p o r t i n g  t o  t h e  ch ie f  of  s t a f f .  
Or ig ina l ly  t h e  h i s t o r y  detachment was under t h e  G3, b u t  shortly 
before  I go t  t h e r e ,  t h e  chief  of  s t a f f  assumed t h e  responsi ­
b i l i t y  of  t h e  d i v i s i o n  h i s t o r i a n  who repor ted  d i r e c t l y  t o  the 
c h i e f  of s t a f f .  
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Q I n  genera l ,  would you s p e l l  o u t  your responsi ­ 
  

b i l i t i e s  a s  t h e  h i s t o r a i n  and your func t ions?  
  


A, ,' Well, s i r ,  my r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  were b a s i c a l l y  t o  
ga ther  and maintain t h e  h i s t o r y  of t h e  d i v i s i o n  through a f t e r ­

- a c t i o n  r e p o r t s ,  t he  d a i l y  s i t u a t i o n  r e p o r t s  from t h e  TOC, any 
s p e c i a l  r e p o r t s  t h a t  were e i t h e r  developed o r  submit ted t o  me 
from the  u n i t s  of t h e  d i v i s i o n .  I compiled these  r epor t s .  
Some of t h e  ones I thought were most important ,  were 
forwarded t o  USARV and t o  Chief of M i l i t a r y  His tory  he re  i n  
Washington. But b a s i c a l l y  I maintained t h e  records of  t h e  
d i v i s i o n ,  of  t h e  u n i t s  of t h e  d i v i s i o n ,  and t h e  day t o  day 
bus iness .  

Q Were you respons ib le  f o r  preparing t h e  ORLL1s, 

t he ,  Operat ional  Reports Lessons Learned? 
 


A. . Yes,, sir. I was. 

Q. Yes? 

A. I prepared it. I compiled t h a t  r e p o r t  from i n p u t s  
submitted from a l l  t h e  s t a f f  s e c t i o n s  based upon d a t a  t h a t  
they rece ivsd  £ram the  t h r e e  b r igades .  When I received t h e  
inpu t  from t h e  s t a f f  s e c t i o n s  I would compile i t ,  go through 
it and e d i t  it f o r  English.  Any r e p e t i t i o n  from one s e c t i o n  
t o  another  I worked o u t  by e l i m i n a t i n g  any r e p e t i t i o u s  remarks 
t h a t  were made. Anything t h a t  was n o t  of a l e s sons  learned  
na tu re ,  b u t  was more of a s o r t  of l i k e  a complaint type of 
t h i n g  t h a t  could be handled wi th in  t h e  d i v i s i o n ,  I e l imina ted  
from t h e  r e p o r t .  I then submit ted my d r a f t  copy t o  t h e  ch ie f  
of s t a f f  f o r  h i s  approval and t h e  commanding g e n e r a l ' s  ap­
proval  p r i o r  t o  having it typed and assembled f o r  product ion.  

Q Since the  My L a i  i n c i d e n t  of  1 6  March 1968 has 
become a ma t t e r  of  pub l i c  knowledge through r a d i o ,  t e l e v i s i o n ,  
newspapers, and t h e  l i k e ,  which took p l a c e  i n  t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  
of September o r  e a r l y  October l a s t  y e a r ,  about 4 o r  5 months 
ago, have you had any conversat ions wi th  anybody from t h e  
d i v i s i o n  headquar ters  o r  from w i t h i n  t h e  America1 Divis ion 
concerning anything t h a t  may have happened a t  My L a i ,  t h e  
r epor t ing  of any such i n c i d e n t ,  o r  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of any 
such i n c i d e n t ?  
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A. The only conversat ion I ' v e  had wi th  anybody from 
t h e  headquar ters ,  s i r ,  was w i t h  Colonel BENN. He and I came 
over from Germany together .  While w e  w e r e  s i t t i n g  around 
wa i t ing  t o  come i n  h e r e  a number of  t imes we j u s t  t a l k e d ,  not 
about t h e  i n c i d e n t ,  We were both t r y i n g  t o  remember what 
we  knew, and n e i t h e r  one of us could remember anything spec i f i ­
c a l l y  about t h e  i n c i d e n t  i t se l f .  But he is t h e  only one from 
t h e  d i v i s i o n  t h a t  I have t a l k e d  t o .  

Q Were you aware of t h e  o rgan iza t ion  and t h e  opera­
' t i o n s  of Task Force Barker? 

A. Yes, sir.  I c a n ' t  remember . . spec i f ic  u n i t s ,  b u t  I 
was aware of the b a s i c  o rgan iza t ion  and o f  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  i t s  
mission was t o  opera te  i n  t h e  Quang Ngai a r e a  as d i r e c t e d ,  
sir. I was t h e r e  when t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  w a s  formed. Some per ­
sonnel  from my b a t t e r y  were reass igned o r  were used t o  form 
o u r  Del ta  B a t t e r y ,  a p rov i s iona l  b a t t e r y  made up of personnel 
from t h e  resources  from o u r  b a t t a l i o n .  That was the b a t t e r y  
t h a t  supported Task Force Barker. 

a.  Where was your b a t t a l i o n  headquar ters  loca ted?  

A .  W e  were i n  Duc Pho, sir. 

Q - Duc Pho. 

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q And you had a b a t t e r y  o u t  f o r  each of t h e  ba t ta l ions?  

A ,  Y e s ,  s i r ,  and o u r  Del ta  Ba t t e ry  was on LZ up t igh t -
I saw i t  on t h e  map t h i s  morning. 

Q. It was loca ted  a t  Uptight.  

A .  Yes, sir. 

Q Four-tube b a t t e r y ,  a s  I r e c a l l .  

A .  Y e s ,  s i r ,  I t h i n k  it was--right. I t  was f o u r  secc 
t i o n s ,  yes  s i r ,  four  guns. 
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Q* W e l l  you were aware o f  t h i s  then ,  and you were a l s o  
down i n  Duc Pho as  t h e  Headquarters and Headquarters Bat te ry  
commander. 

A. Yes , sir. 

Q U n t i l  sometime i n  Apr i l ?  

A. Yes, sir.  It was t h e  1 6 t h  of  A p r i l  t h a t  I went up. 

Q The i n c i d e n t  we ' r e  t a l k i n g  about i s  one of  about 
mid-March, s o  you were a month a t  Duc Pho, and t h e  r e s t  of  t h e  
time you s p e n t  a s  h i s t o r i a n  i n  the  Americal. 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. Looking a t  our  blmn-up map (Exh ib i t  Map-1) t o  t h e  
r e a r  o f  you, w i t h  Quang Ngai j u s t  across  the r i v e r ,  Quang Ngai 
Ci ty ,  and then Highway 1, of course ,  running nor th  and sou th ,  
and Highway 521 running out  from, genera l ly  from Quang Ngai 
out t o  t h e  a r e a  of My La i ,  which people knew as  P i n k v i l l e ,  were 
you aware of t h i s  opera t ion  i n t o  the  a rea?  

A. No, s i r .  I was aware of t h e  o p e r a t i o n  throughout 
the  e n t i r e  a rea ,  bu t  I cannot remember any of  t h e  s p e c i f i c  
opera t ions  i n t o  t h e  My Lai  a rea .  I knew t h a t  Task Force Barker 
was opera t ing  i n  t h a t  a r e a ,  t h a t  I remember hea r ing  around t h a t  
time t h a t  t h e r e  had been a b a t t l e  up i n  t h e  Quang Ngai a rea .  
I d o n ' t  remember i f  it was My Lai  o r  where i t  was, b u t  I re ­
member hear ing  a t  t h e  time t h a t  we were r a t h e r  s u c c e s s f u l ,  
t h a t  we had k i l l e d  q u i t e  a l a r g e  number of VC, and t h a t  was 
about my e x t e n t  of knowledge a t  t h a t  t ime,  s i r .  

Q To r e f r e s h  you memory, i f  y o u ' l l  r e c a l l ,  t he  1 1 t h  
Brigade had been opera t ing  s i n c e  January.  

A .  Y e s ,  sir. 

Q But up t o  t h i s  t ime,  t h i s  was t h e  l a r g e s t  body 
count o r  t h e  most success fu l  ope ra t ion  one might say ,  t h a t  
the l l t h  Brigade had been i n t o .  

A .  Y e s ,  sir.  
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& T h i s  produced a r e s u l t  of 128 K I A ,  and was con­
s i d e r e d  q u i t e  success fu l  by a l l  concerned. To r e f r e s h  your 
memory, I ' l l  show YOU Exh ib i t  M-17, which i s  t h e  newspaper of 
t h e  11th Brigade, t h e  TRIDENT da ted  22 March. Does t h i s  re ­
f r e s h  your memory? 

A.  S i r ,  I d o n ' t  remember reading t h a t  paper p a r t i c u l a r l y  
b u t  I do remember t h a t  t h e  body count was r a t h e r  l a r g e .  I 
d i d n ' t  remember t h a t  our  Del ta  Bat te ry  had k i l l e d  69, b u t  I 
remember t h a t ,  y e s ,  sir.  

Q L e t ' s  t a l k  about t h i s  Del ta  Ba t t e ry  f o r  a second. 

A.  A l l  r i g h t ,  sir. 

Q. What d i d  you h e a r  about t h i s  Del ta  Ba t t e ry  k i l l i n g  
6 9 ?  Do you remember anybody e v e r  ques t ioning  whether that' 

b a t t e r y  k i l l e d  69 o r  no t?  ( 

s 
A.  No, s ir .  I f  I remember r i g h t ,  t h a t  count 05  69, ( 

I b e l i e v e  up t o  t h a t  t ime,  was t h e  l a r g e s t  number t h a t  any of 
o u r  b a t t e r i e s  had eve r  g o t t e n  c r e d i t  f o r ,  t h e  l a r g e s t  number 
k i l l e d .  I th ink  t h e  d a i l y  b r i e f i n g s  t h a t  were h e l d  i n  o u r  
b a t t a l i o n ,  I a t tended t h a t  f requent ly .  I remember it w a s  
brought o u t  t h a t  they had k i l l e d  69. I c a n ' t  hones t ly  say  
whether it was quest ioned.  It seems t o  be something i n  my 
mind about t h e  n u d e r ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  remember i f  anybody e v e r  
a c t u a l l y  quest ioned t h a t  nunnber i t s e l f ,  t h e  69. To my re­
c o l l e c t i o n ,  up t o  t h a t  t ime,  I f3iink t h a t  was t h e  l a r g e s t  
number of k i l l s  t h a t  one of  o u r  b a t t e r i e s  had go t t en .  

Q Did you e v e r  h e a r  a  s ta tement  t o  L\e e f f e c t  t h a t ,  
"He l l ,  we ' r e  n o t  s u r e  a l l  of those  were enemy?" O r  an impli ­
c a t i o n  t h a t  some of t h e s e  may have been women and c h i l d r e n  or 
noncombatants ? 

A .  No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t  remember t o  m y  knowledge. 

Q Did you e v e r  h e a r  Colonel LUPER t a l k i n g  about t h i s ?  
He was your b a t t a l i o n  commander? 

A. Yes, s i r ,  he was my b a t t a l i o n  commander. 

Yes. 
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A .  I d o n ' t  know, s ir .  I c a n ' t  hones t ly  say  t h a t  I 
 

e v e r  heard  him ques t ion  whether o r  n o t  they  were women and 
 

c h i l d r e n .  There may have been some q u e s t i o n  a s  t o  whether o r  
  

no t  they were a l l  V ie t  Congp b u t  I d o n ' t  e v e r  remember women 
 

and c h i l d r e n  coming up. 
 


a - Y e s ,  a r  noncombatants? Not a l l  enemy? Do you e v e r  
r e c a l l  anybody d i scuss ing  t h e  s i z e  of  t h e  prep and t h e  d u r a t i o n  
of t h e  prep? 

A .  No, sir .  I d o n ' t  remember t h a t  e v e r  be ing  d i scussed ,  

Q. Where .it was placed? , 

A.  No, sir. I d o n ' t .  

Q e  
  
 A f t e r  you had moved from t h e  11th and had moved t o  
t h e  America1 Divis ion a s  h i s t o r i a n ,  you undoubtedly would have 
custody of a t  l e a s t  copies  of t h e  combat a c t i o n  r e p o r t s ?  

A.  Y e s ,  sir. 

0 I have h e r e  a combat a c t i o n  r e p o r t  from Task Force 
Barker da ted  2 4  March, which has  been e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  record  
as  E x h i b i t  R-12. I would show t h i s  t o  you and ask i f  you w e r e  
aware of t h i s  r e p o r t ?  

A .  I ' m  s u r e  I saw it i f  i t  came through my o f f i c e .  I 
read them a l l  t h a t  came through,  b u t  I c a n ' t  remember t h i s  one 
i n  p a r t i c u l a r .  

Q W e l l ,  you n o t i c e  it was prepared b e f o r e  you a r r i v e d  
a t  t h e  headquar ters .  It I s  da ted  2 4  March. 

A .  Y e s ,  sir,  when I g o t  t h e r e ,  I read  back through 
q u i t e  a l o t  o f  them, b u t  I d o n ' t  remember t h i s  one i n  pa r t i cu ­
l a r .  

Q You w i l l  n o t i c e  t h a t  i n  paragraph 2 t h a t  t h i s  covers 
a  pe r iod  only from 9 o ' c lock  t h e  morning of 23 February u n t i l  
1915 t h a t  evening. 

Y e s ,  s ir .  
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Q. Q u i t e  a s h o r t  operat ion.  I have h e r e  another doc­
ument e n t i t l e d ,  "Combat Action Report'' dated 28 March, which 
has been en t e red  i n t o  t h e  record as ExhiSi t  R-2, and ask i f  
you had seen t h i s  document, recognizing t h a t  a c t u a l l y  t!is 
document i t s e l f  i s  a c t u a l l y  on s tandard  s i z e ,  not '  l e g a l  
s i z e ,  paper? 

A. Yes, sir. I can ' t remember eve r  see ing  t l i s  one 
e i t h e r ,  sir. Again I ' m  s u r e  t h a t  I read  it going back t h r o u ~ h  
my records when I g o t  t h e r e ,  b u t  I c a n ' t  remember spec i f i c ­
a l l y  see ing  any of these  before .  I ' m  s u r e  t h a t  I must have 
read t h i s  because I went through a l l  of  t h e  r e p o r t s  t h a t  I 
d i d  have, sir. 

Q I have h e r e  another document, Exhib i t  R-13, which 
i s  dated 19 March, from Headquarters, A m e r i c a 1  Divis ion,  t o  
t h e  commanding o f f i c e r  of  t h e  11 th  Light  In fan t ry  Brigade. 
Maybe t h i s  w i l l  r e f r e s h  your memory, this p a r t i c u l a r  l e t t e r ,  
a s  f a r  as  the  requirement f o r  submit t ing these  p a r t i c u l a r  re ­
p o r t s ,  j u s t  t h e  one page. 

A. I can never remember see ing  t h i s  l e t t e r ,  sir .  I 
know about the  TRAWLER inc iden t .  I remember t h a t .  A s  I 
say ,  I remember around 16 March t h a t  t h e r e  was a l a r g e  num­
b e r  of people bu t  t h i s  l e t t e r ,  I ' m  s u r e ,  I ' m  s u r e  I never saw 
t h i s  l e t t e r ,  s i r .  

Q.  A copy of i t  should have been i n  the  h i s t o r i c a l  
f i l e s .  I would imagine t h a t  i t  was he re  t h a t  t he  require ­
ment was made? 

A.  I be l ieve  t h a t  was t he  G3's f i l e  number, s i r .  I 
don ' t  remember a t  what time t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  detachment came 
under t he  chief  of s t a f f .  I f  I remember r i g h t ,  the  reason 
i t  was changed from G3 t o  the  ch ie f  of s t a f f  is t h a t  t h e r e  
was a major who commanded i t  before  I d i d ,  and it was some­
th ing t h a t  he and t h e  chief  of s t a f f  d i d n ' t  s ee  eye t o  eye on. 
The chief  of s t a f f  took t h e  detachment under h i s  d i r e c t  super ­
v i s ion  t o  s t r a i g h t e n  t h i s  mat ter  ou t .  This l e t t e r ,  the  f i l e  
symbol, I be l i eve  it  was t h e  G3's. I t  was submitted t o  the  
br igade,  and these  r epo r t s  should have been submitted back t o  
the  G 3 .  The suspense d a t e  was about 2 weeks before  I q o t  up 
there .  I d o n ' t  want t o  say t h a t  I saw t h i s  r e p o r t .  I ' m  su re  
I d id ,  bu t  I c a n ' t  honest ly  and t r u t h f u l l y  say I d id .  I used 
t o  read s o  many of them and s e e  s o  many of then. I t r i e d  t o  
make i t  a po in t  when I go t  up t h e r e  t o  go back through t o  s ee  
what they had. 
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Q - A s  I r e c a l l ,  you took over  a s  t h e  h i s t o r i a n  about 
t h e  middle of  March. 

A. Apr i l .  

&. A p r i l ,  I ' m  s o r r y .  I have h e r e  a document, which 
is c a l l e d  Operat ional  Reports Lessons Learned from t h e  per- 
iod  1 February 1968 t o  30 A p r i l  1968. I .would l i k e  t o  have 
t h i s  document and t h e  subsequent ORLL e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  record  
as  e x h i b i t s ,  s p e c i f i c a l l y  t h e  e x t r a c t s  from these  p a r t i c u l a r  
documents, which a r e  p e r t i n e n t  t o  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

RCDR: The e x t r a c t s  of  t h i s  document w i l l  be e n t e r e d . i n t o  
t h e  record  and w i l l  be marked as  Exh ib i t  R-24 and R-25. 

(Ext rac t  ORLL, America1 ~ i v i s i o n ,  1 February 196 8 
through 30 A p r i l  1968 i s  e n t e r e d  as  Exhib i t  R-24.  E x t r a c t ,  
ORLL America1 ~ i v i s i o n ,  1 May 1968 through 31 J u l y  1968 is 
e n t e r e d  as E x h i b i t  R-25.) 

10: I would ask you t o  review t h i s  document t o  s e e  i f  
t h i s  i s  t h e  type  r e p o r t ,  and i f  you w i l l  r e c a l l  having pre- 
pared t h i s  r e p o r t  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  you became t h e  h i s t o r i a n  of  
the  d i v i s i o n .  

A. Yes, s i r ,  I remember prepar ing  t h i s  r e p o r t .  I . 
drew t h e  des igns  w e  had on t h e  f r o n t .  I do remember prepar ing  
t h i s .  

Q. You might pay p a r t i c u l a r  no te  t o  those  a reas  which 
a r e  tabbed. 

A. Yes, s ir .  I can remember prepar ing  this. 

Q. In  your capac i ty  a s  t h e  d i v i s i o n  h i s t o r i a n ,  d i d  
you have a v a i l a b l e  t o  you samples of VC propaganda? 

A. Yes, s i r ,  I t h i n k  t h a t  t h e r e  was a f i l e ,  i f  I re ­
member r i g h t .  I t h i n k  t h e r e  was a f i l e  i n  my r e g i s t e r  
of--no, it was a previous ORLL. I be l i eve  i n  t h e  back of 
one of  t h e  O R L L ' s  i t  had some VC propaganda, it showed some. 
I th ink  i t  was i n  t h e  back of  one of these .  And I d i d  s e e  
some examples of VC propaganda. The G5 people,  t h e  c i v i c  
a c t i o n  people,  were good f r i e n d s  of  mine, and they d i d  show 
m e  some th ings  t h a t  they had found, t h a t  they had picked up. 
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Q - Are you t a l k i n g  about t h e  c i v i l  a f f a i r s  people,  
o r  a r e  you t a l k i n g  about Colonel HOLTOM. 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  t h e  c i v i l  a f f a i r s  people were t h e  people 
who were f r i e n d s  of  mine. However, a t  some b r i e f i n g s ,  Colonel 
HOLTOM, I b e l i e v e ,  d i d  pass  around an example o r  two of some 
captured propaganda l e a f l e t s .  

Q. I have h e r e  one p i e c e  of propaganda, which is an 
i n c l o s u r e  t o  Exh ib i t  R-1. This i s  two pages. I would ask 
you j u s t  t o  check those  two pages. Did you e v e r  s e e  anything 
l i k e  t h a t ?  

A. NO, sir.  . 

Q. This  is supposed t o  be a t r a n s c r i p t  from a V i e t  
Cong broadcas t  which was made toward t h e  end of  March 1968, 
and was subsequently i n t e r c e p t e d ,  of course,  i n  Vietnamese 
and then t r a n s l a t e d  t o  English i n  t h i s  form. And I ' m  aware 
of t h e  f a c t  t h a t  copies  of  t h i s  were i n  headquar ters  of t h e  
America1 ~ i v i s i o n .  But you had never seen  a copy of t h i s ?  

A. No, sir.  

Q. I would ask you t o  t u r n  now back t o  the f r o n t  page 
of t h e  document, R-1. This is  a r e p o r t  of i n v e s t i g a t i o n  da ted  
2 4  Apr i l ,  and I would ask i f  you had e v e r  seen  t h i s  document. 
I d o n ' t  t h ink  you would have t o  read  it t o o  c a r e f u l l y .  You 
should recognize i t  by t h e  reading.  

A. NO,  sir.  The f i r s t  I knew that t h e r e  w a s  even an 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  conducted was when I heard it i n  t h e  news, reading 
it i n  t h e  newspapers, b u t  I had never seen  any copy of  any 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  I ' m  s u r e  t h a t  I never had one of t h e s e  i n  my 
f i l e s .  This is t h e  f i r s t  I ' v e  seen  of  it. 

Q. Now you i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  you were q u i t e  f r i e n d l y  
with t h e  G5 s e c t i o n .  

A .  Yes, s i r .  

Q Colonel ANISTRANSKI and some of  h i s  people. 

A. Yes. 

'2. From those  people,  w e r e  you e v e r  aware of  something 
l i k e , w e l l ,  some people may be i n  t r o u b l e  down t h e r e ,  o r  the 
f a c t  t h a t  t h e r e  may have been some noncombatants k i l l e d  un­
necessa r i ly?  
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A. No, s i r .  To my knowledge, I never remember them 
saying anything of t h a t  na tu re .  

Q *  Did you e v e r  h e a r ,  through t h e  grapevine,  of an 
a v i a t o r  r e p o r t i n g  o r  complaining and a l l e g i n g  t h a t  some women 
and c h i l d r e n  were k i l l e d  i n d i s c r i m i n a t e l y  o r  unnecessar i ly  i n  
t h i s  a rea?  

A .  No, sir.  

Q- Did you e v e r  h e a r  of a  conf ron ta t ion  between an 
a v i a t i o n  u n i t  and some fo rces  on t h e  ground t o  t h e  p o i n t  
where they were t r a i n i n g  guns on one another ,  s o  t o  speak? 

A. Not t h a t  I can remember. 

Q Did you e v e r  h e a r  of an a v i a t o r  popping smoke t o  
mark wounded c i v i l i a n s  r e q u i r i n g  medicat ion and t h a t  t h e  t roops 
when they went over  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  i t ,  i n s t e a d  o f  providing 
medical a t t e n t i o n ,  f i n i s h e d  them o f f ?  

A. No, s i r .  

Y c d  w e l l  d i d  you kzow t h e  divisi .cn chapla in?  

A. I knew him i n  pass ing ,  sir.  We used t o  t a l k  a t  
the  club. I remember h e ' d  come up t o  t h e  c lub  sometimes and 
we'd s i t  and t a l k .  

Q. Did you ever  h e a r  him t a l k i n g  about poss ib ly  some 
women and c h i l d r e n  be ing  k i l l e d  unnecessar i ly  down t h e r e  i n  
Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  o r  My Lai o r  P i n k v i l l e ?  

A. Not t h a t  I can remember, s i r ,  by any means. 

Q e  I would imagine t h e  name t h a t  was used most £re­
quent ly t h e r e  was j u s t  P i n k v i l l e .  

A. Yes, sir.  P i n k v i l l e  was t h e  name t h a t  t h e  a rea  w a s  
known by,  from what I can remember. 

Q. Y e s .  Did you h e a r  of  any comments from any o f f i c e r  
o r  any e n l i s t e d  man, f o r  t h a t  m a t t e r ,  which a l luded  t o  something 
unusual t a k i n g  p lace  i n  t h i s  a r e a  about mid-March of 1968? 

A.  No, s i r ,  t h e  only t h i n g s  t h a t  I can remember was 
the l a r g e  number of  k i l l e d  t h a t  they  had. 
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Q - Do you remember anybody e v e r  ques t ioning  t h e  huge 
d i s p a r i t y  between t h e  number of  poeple k i l l e d  and t h e  s m a l l  
number of weapons t h a t  were captured? 128 VC K I A  and t h r e e  
weapons captured? 

A. I t h i n k  some mention was made of t h a t  when I was 
s t i l l  down i n  t h e  1 1 t h  A r t i l l e r y ,  down i n  t h e  br igade .  I 
t h i n k  it was t h e  b r i e f i n g  where they s a i d  t h a t  our  Del ta  
Ba t t e ry  had k i l l e d  69  people. I b e l i e v e  t h a t  was t h e  
S 3 ,  I t h i n k  i n  a general-type d i scuss ion  they w e r e  s i t t i n g  
around t a l k i n g ,  I t h i n k  i t  was brought up t h a t  t h e r e  were 
only  a few weapons and a g r e a t  number of people k i l l e d .  But 
I th ink  it was s o r t  of  l i k e  a pass ing  comment. There was no 
g r e a t  d i scuss ion  t h a t  I can remember. Now t h e r e  may have been 
between Colonel LUPER and Major MCKNIGHT a f t e r  I l e f t  the 
meeting, b u t  something of  t h a t  n a t u r e ,  a few weapons, I 
t h i n k  was mentioned. But I c a n ' t  remember anything s p e c i f i c .  
I f  it was, I th ink  I had probably heard  i t  from our  S3 o r  
Major MCKNIGHT, you know t h i s  l i t t l e  b r i e f i n g ,  o r  t h i s  smal l  
d i scuss ion  we had af terwards.  I d o n ' t  remember anybody ge t ­
t i n g  up and r e a l l y  ques t ioning  t h e  l a r g e  number of k i l l e d .  
And I d o n ' t  remember anybody say ing ,  you know, t h e r e ' s  g o t t a  
be something wrong he re :  somebody d i d  something wrong. 

Q Did you ever  h e a r  any comment t o  the e f f e c t ,  " W e l l ,  
a few of them may have been VC, b u t  most of them were non­
combatants, " o r  women and ch i ld ren?  

A. I can never remember a comment l i k e  t h a t ,  sir. A s  
? saic7. be fo re ,  a t  t h i s  same type  of discussi .on,  t h e r e  may 
have been some ques t ion  a s  t o  t h e  l a r g e  number of people.  
can nevar  remember anybody ques t ioning  women and ch i ld ren .  
They may have mentioned something about poss ib ly  they weren ' t  
a l l  VC, b u t  I can never remember anything about a massacre o f  
women and ch i ld ren .  I ' m  s u r e  t h a t  i f  I had heard  something 
about t h a t ,  it would s t i c k  i n  my mind. I ' m  s u r e  t h a t  I d o n ' t  
remember anything. You know, women and c h i l d r e n  were never 
mentioned. 

Q Now, looking back on your  whole experience t h e r e  
now, a l l  t he  time you were t h e r e ,  d i d  you e v e r  have any cause 
t o  suspect  t h a t  something may have taken p lace  i n  t h i s  a r e a  
due t o  "_e r e p o r t s  and anything you might have heard o r  any-
t?'-ng e l s e  t h a t  may have caused you t o  be a l i t t l e  suspec t  
about t h e  s i t u a t i o n ?  
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A. No, s i r .  Looking back through t h e  ORLL t h a t  I 
prepared,  t h e  only t h i n g  I can e v e r  remember from t h e  r e p o r t s  
t h a t  I read was t h a t  a g r e a t  number of VC had been k i l l e d .  
I .never heard any menticn made of women o r  ch i ld ren .  I do 
know t h a t  t h e  l l t h  Brigade around i n  t h a t  a r e a ,  t h e  Banta­
gan Peninsula  a r e a ,  had been sending p a t r o l s  i n  t h e r e .  The 
l a r g e  number of mines and booby t r a p s  i n  t h e r e  were doing t h e  
most damage t o  our  people. And I ' m  s u r e  t h a t  a t  t h i s  time 
most everybody probably f e l t  e l a t e d .  They thought ,  "Well w e  
probably wiped them o u t  good i n  t h a t  a rea+"  But I never re ­
member anything of women o r  c h i l d r e n  o r  a massacre o r  any­
t h i n g  of t h a t  na ture .  

Q* Okay. Now, l e t ' s  t h i n k  back about a d i f f e r e n t  
per iod of  t ime,  t h e  pe r iod ,  oh,  a month o r  s o  p r i o r  t o  your 
depar ture ,  which you i n d i c a t e d  I th ink  was toward t h e  end of 
November 196 8. 

A .  Oh, yes ,  s ir .  . . .-. . . .  

Q. Do you remember a Spec 4 o r  Spec 5 coming t o  your 
o f f i c e  and asking t o  review t h e  opera t ions  o f  Task Force 
Barker? 

A. No, s ir .  I c a n ' t  remember t h a t .  

Q. Do you remember asking him what he wanted t o  do 
this f o r ?  H e  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  he  wanted t o  w r i t e  a paper on 
opera t ions?  

A. If he was one of  t h e  people from t h e  d i v i s i o n  news­
paper,  I can remember ,--I d o n ' t  know i f  it was t h a t  t ime, b u t  
t h e r e  was a man who had come i n  and asked me t o  make up a 
w r i t t e n  form o f ,  i f  I can remember r i g h t ,  Operation Musca­
t i n e ,  t h e  da tes  t h a t  it s t a r t e d ,  t h e  d a t e  t h a t  i t  ended, and 
some of t h e  ac t ions  t h a t  had taken p lace  i n  between. I t h i n k  
t h e r e  was somebody from t h e  d i v i s i o n  newspaper t h a t  s a i d  he. 
wanted t h e  informat ion ,  f o r  t h e  nex t  i s s u e  of t h e  d i v i s i o n  
magazine t h a t  they  were prepar ing  an a r t i c l e  on t h e  l l t h  
Brigade o r  Task Force Barker. But I don' t know i f  i t  was a 
Spec 4 o r  a Spec 5 .  I do remember s e v e r a l  people coming i n  
and asking me t o  make up a l i s t  as  t o  what happened, no t  ac­
t u a l l y  what happened, j u s t  i n  a chronologica l  o r d e r  t h e  set 
down d a t e s  of var ious opera t ions .  I d o n ' t  remember i f  he 
asked f o r  t h i s  one i n  p a r t i c u l a r  o r  j u s t  a l l  o f  t h e  opera t ions  
conducted by t h e  d i v i s i o n  between c e r t a i n  pe r iods .  

13 APP T-274 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



9 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
 


Q. Do you r e c a l l  a conversat ion t o  the e f f e c t  t h a t ,  
"What's your s e c u r i t y  c learance?"  and being provided assur ­
ance t h a t  he  had a s e c r e t  s e c u r i t y  c learance?  

A. No, s i r .  I don ' t .  

Q. Do you remenher making a v a i l a b l e  t o  an i n d i v i d u a l  
a copy of t h e  two combat a c t i o n  r e p o r t s  t h a t  I had you look 
over  this morning f o r  2 3  February and 1 6  March? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember those two p a r t i c u l a r l y ,  sir, b u t  
I do remember t h a t  I d i d  make a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h i s  person the 
ORLLs f o r  t h a t  per iod  of t ime. I b e l i e v e  t h a t  he a l s o  wanted 
t o  s e e  some of t h e  after  a c t i o n  r e p o r t s  from t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade. 
I do b e l i e v e  t h a t  I d i d  make t h e s e  a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h i s  person, 
sir.  But I t h i n k  I j u s t  had given him my f o l d e r  t h a t  I k e p t  
on those ,  p lus  t h e  ORLLs, and he s a t  down i n  my back o f f i c e  
and went through them. 

Q- Did you e v e r  ask t h i s  i n d i v i d u a l  what he was as ­
s igned t o  and what r i g h t  he had f o r  access  t o  such papers? 

A. I b e l i e v e ,  s ir ,  i f  t h i s  is t h e  one t h a t  s t i c k s  
i n  my mind, t h a t  he was from t h e  information o f f i c e .  I can 
remember c a l l i n g  t h e  informat ion  o f f i c e  and asking  them i f  
they  s e n t  t h i s  man over .  And I remember them t e l l i n g  m e ,  
yes ,  they d id .  I d o n ' t  remember who I spoke t o ,  b u t  I 
remember somebody coming over  from t h e  informat ion  of  £ i c e  
f o r  t h e  purpose of ga the r ing  t h i s  d a t a  t o  w r i t e  an a r t i c l e .  
I th ink  i t  was f o r  t h e  magazine t h a t  was coming o u t ,  the 
next  i s s u e  of o u r  d i v i s i o n ' s  magazine. 

Are you s u r e  you checked with t h e  informat ion  o f f i c e ?  

A.  I t h i n k  I d i d ,  sir. I ' m  n o t  abso lu te ly  p o s i t i v e ,  
no,  sir. I know t h a t  I d i d  have some people come over  from 
t h e  information o f f i c e  and I d i d  check w i t h  t h e m ,  b u t  whether 
o r  no t  a t  t h i s  p a r t i c u a l r  t ime,  I am n o t  s u r e .  

Q Wouldn't it have been somewhat unusual f o r  some­
body from t h e  information.  o f f i c e  t o  come over  and want t o  
t a l k  about an opera t ion  t h a t  was p r e t t y  much h i s t o r y ?  
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A. No, s ir ,  they o f t e n  made up s t o r i e s  of t h e  b r igade ,  
or they would w r i t e  a s t o r y  from t h e  t i m e  t h a t ,  l e t ' s  s a y ,  
an opera t ion  began u n t i l  it ended, o r  the  t ime t h e  11th. 
~ r i g a d eg o t  t h e r e  toward t h e  end of i t s  f i r s t  y e a r  i n  Vietnam 
or something l i k e  t h a t .  And they would w r i t e  it i n  s o r t  of 
l i k e  a documentary type ,  chronologica l  sequence wi+A d a t e  and 
such and such an opera t ion  commenced and t h e i r  p a r t  of it. 
A number of times t h e y ' d  d i g  o u t  s t o r i e s  o f  t h a t  na tu re  where 
they wanted me t o  go back and g e t  t h e  d a t e s  'o f  t h e  opera t ion  
from when it s t a r t e d ,  when they  were i n  t h e  a r e a  of opera ­
t i o n .  

Q- Do you remember t h i s  chap ' s  name? 

A. NO, s i r ,  I don ' t .  

Q Do you e v e r  remember an i n d i v i d u a l  by t h e  name of 
RIDENHOUR? 

A. No, s i r .  I saw a man by t h a t  name u p s t a i r s  yes­
t e rday ,  u p s t a i r s  i n  t h e  wai t ing  room. I looked a t  him. I 
looked r i g h t  a t  him, and I d o n ' t  remember h i s  f a c e  o r  any­
th ing .  I th ink  yesterday was the f i r s t  t ime,  r e a l l y ,  I can 
remember see ing  him. 

Q 	 Well, wi th  those s ideburns  and long h a i r ,  you
might n o t  recognize him e i t h e r .  

A, I do n o t  remember him, s i r ,  from see ing  him up 
the re .  

Q e  Well he remembers being i n  your o f f i c e .  He re­
members you q iv ing  him t h e  two r e p o r t s .  I could c i t e  h i s  
testimony t o  you: 

A. 	  	 . (interposing) I won't  d i s p u t e  i t ,  s ir ,  
. . 

Q. Along about t h e  f i r s t  p a r t  of  November, but  do you 
know what he was assigned t o ?  

A. N o ,  s ir .  

Q. W e l l ,  he wasn ' t  ass igned t o  t h e  P I 0  detachment. 
 

H c  was a member of  t h e  5 1 s t  I n f a n t r y  Company, long range re ­ 

connaissance p a t r o l .  I be l i eve  they had t h e  t i t l e  of ranger .  
  

And s o  he wasnst connected with t h e  I 0  shop. 
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A .  I don 't remember him, sir. 

Q. M e l l ,  I t h i n k  it does b r i n g  t o  l i g h t  though, one 
th ing .  That when we do handle documents and people have 
access  t o  them, t h a t  w e  have t o  be a l i t t l e  c a r e f u l  about m a k ­
i ng  s u r e  who w e ' r e  t a l k i n g  t o ,  and n o t  only  t h a t  he has  a 
s e c u r i t y  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n ,  b u t  t h a t  he had t h e  need t o  know. 

A. Yes, sir.  I d o n ' t  remember anybody from t h e  L P R 1 s  
coming i n  and asking fof- ­

Q. ( In terpos ing)  Before w e  r e c e s s  h e r e ,  I'11 g i v e  
you an opportuni ty t o  ask any ques t ions  which you may l i k e ,  
o r  which you'd l i k e  a l s o  t o  e n t e r  a  s ta tement  i n t o  t h e  
record.  

A.. . .  I have no s tatement .  

Q. I would l i k e  t o  say t h a t ,  based upon what w e  have 
t a lked  about this morning i n  t h e  l i n e  of ques t ion ing ,  i f  any­
t h i n g  does come t o  your mind which would be of  importance t o  
t h e  purpose of  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  we 'd l i k e  very much t o  
h e a r  about it. 

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q. And f o r  you t o  g e t  i n  touch wi th  t h i s  o f f i c e .  
S i m i l a r l y ,  i f  you know of any documents, memoranda, d i r e c t i v e ,  
r e p o r t s  anything of  t h i s  n a t u r e ,  p i c t u r e s ,  a e r i a l  photos,  
maps which would be of  h e l p ,  we'd l i k e  t o  know about t h a t .  

A.  Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q.  I would again remind you t h a t  you have been d i r e c t e d  
n o t  t o  t a l k  w i t h  o t h e r s  concerning your tes t imony a t  t h i s  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  except  a s  you may be requi red  so  t o  do i n  an 
o f f i c i a l  capaci ty .  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q. Do you have any ques t ions  a t  t h i s  time? 

A. N o ,  sir.  

I0 : This hea r ing  w i l l  r ecess  a t  t h i s  t i m e .  

(The hea r ing  recessed  a t  1 1 2 2  hours ,  30 January 
1970.) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: AUGERSON, W i l l i a m  S. LTC 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 4 March 1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None-
DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: D i v i s i o n  Surgeon, 
Americal  D iv i s ion .  

1. KNOWLEDGE OF THE 16 MARCH MY LA1 OPERATION. 

L ieu tenan t  Colonel  AUGERSON was on R&R 13-22 March 
1968. The re fo re ,  he  had no knowledge o f  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  
(pg. 4 ) .  H e  hea rd  no rumors of any th ing  unusua l  o c c u r r i n g  
(pgs.  4 ,  5 ) .  The w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  Chaplain  LEWIS 
e v e r  speak ing  t o  him about  a r e p o r t  o f  unnecessary k i l l i n g  
of c i v i l i a n s  i n  My ~ a i( 4 )  (pg. 1 6 ) .  AUGERSON d i d  n o t  
t h i n k  h e  could "brush o f f "  t h a t  t ype  o f  s t o r y  (pg. 1 7 ) .  

2 .  INQUIRIES OR REPORTS CONCERNING THE OPERATION. 

The w i. t n e s s  d i d  n o t  recal l  h e a r i n g  o r  s e e i n g  any VC 
propaganda r e l a t i n g  a massacre i n  Son ~ i n h  ~ i s t r i c t(pg .17) .  
H e  w a s  n o t  aware t h a t  a n  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was conducted 
concerned w i t h  t h e  16 March My La i  o p e r a t i o n .  AUGERSON 
had never  hea rd  t h a t  t h e  ARVN o r  GVN a u t h o r i t i e s  were i n ­
v e s t i g a t i n g  a U.S. o p e r a t i o n  i n  t h a t  a r e a  (pg. 1 8 ) .  He had 
no reason  t o  s u s p e c t  something unusual  had occur red  i n  Son 
My V i l l a g e  (pg. 1 9 ) .  

3 .  OTHER INFORMATION. 

a. AUGERSON d i scussed  t h e  s t a f f  o r g a n i z a t i o n  and 
members p r i o r  t o  t h e  format ion  o f  t h e  Americal  ~ i v i s i o n  from 
Task Force  Oregon. I t  w a s  a n  i n fo rma l  s t a f f  and everyone 
was ve ry  happy wi th  t h e i r  jobs (pgs.  5-7).  
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c. Af te r  Colonel PARSON became chief  t h e r e  was Some 
s t r e s s .  PARSON was more i n t e r e s t e d  i n  admin i s t r a t ion  and 
l o g i s t i c s  than i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n ' s  opera t ions  (pg. 1 2 ) .  There 
was some s t r e s s  between PARSON and t h e  G3 (pg. 1 0 ) .  How­
ever ,  t h e  s t r e s s  was n o t  s o  g r e a t  s o  a s  t o  impair  the 
d i v i s i o n ' s  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  (pg. 4 )  . 

ti. AUGERSON d i d  no t  b e l i e v e  t h e  G3 had a s  much 
freedom and c r e a t i v i t y  a s  he would have l i k e d  (pg. 11). 
his was because of  Major General KOSTER's in f luence .  

KOSTER made h i s  presence f e l t  i n  t h e  G3 s e c t i o n  (pg. 1 3 ) .  
However, t h e  br igade  commandersprobably had a g r e a t  d e a l  
more o p e r a t i o n a l  freedom than t h e  G3 (pg. 1 3 ) .  

e .  LEWIS was probably more s e n s i t i v e  t o  t h e  t roops1­
problems than most ca ree r -mi l i t a ry  chapla ins  (pg. 15) . 

f .  KOSTER was an approachable i n d i v i d u a l ,  b u t  i n  t h e  
normal performance of d u t i e s  he was formal and somewhat 
d i s t a n t  (pg. 16). 
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[The hear ing  reconvened a t  1500 hours ,  4 March 1970.  ) 

10: The hear ing  w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  

RCDR: The following named persons a r e  p r e s e n t :  LTG PEERS, 
MR MACCRATE, MAJ ZYCHOWSKI, and MAJ LYNN. 

S i r ,  t h e  hear ing  c a l l s  Lieutenant  Colonel William 
S. AUGERSON. 

(LTC AUGERSON w a s  c a l l e d  as  a ,  w i tness ,  was sworn, 
and t e s t i f i e d  as  follows :) 

Colonel AUGERSON, s ir ,  f o r  t h e  record  w i l l  you p l e a s e  
s ta te  your f u l l  name, grade,  Soc ia l  Secur i ty  number, organiza ­
t i o n ,  and s t a t i o n ?  

A.  William S i n c l a i r  AUGERSON, Lieutenan* Colonel,  Med­
ical  Corps, S o c i a l  Secur i ty  number: . I am D i r ­
e c t o r  of t h e  M i l i t a r y  Medicine and A l l i e d  Sciences Course, 
Walter Reed Army I n s i t i t u t e  of Research, Walter Reed Army 
Medical Center ,  Washington. 

ZCDR : Thank you. 

10: Colonel AUGERSON, have you had an oppor tuni ty  t o  
read t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q- Do you understand them or  have any ques t ions  con­
cerning them? 

A. No, sir. 

Q On my l e k ,  Colonel AUGERSON, i s  M r .  MACCRATE who 
i s  a c i v i l i a n  lawyer. He has volunteered h i s  s e r v i c e s  t o  t h e  
Secre tary  of t h e  Army t o  a s s i s t  i n  t h i s  inqu i ry  and a l s o  t o  
provide l e g a l  counsel t o  me  and o t h e r  members of t h e  team. 
On my r i g h t  i s  Major ZYCHOWSKI who has  been des ignated  by t h e  
Of f i ce  of t h e  Chief of S t a f f  a s  an a s s i s t a n t  i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i ­
ga t ion .  Besides myself ,  e i t h e r  one o r  both ,  M r .  MACCRATE o r  
Major ZYCHOWSKI, may address  ques t ions  t o  you t h i s  af ternoon.  
W e  have o t h e r  groups such as  t h i s  who have been t a k i n g  tes t i ­
mony. It i s  my r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  pu t  t o g e t h e r  t h e  r e p o r t  
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and t o  weigh t h e  evidence and submit my f ind ings  and recom­
mendations. 

Colonel AUGERSON, would you i n d i c a t e  when you 
s t a r t e d  your assignment with e i t h e r  Task Force Oregon o r  t h e  
America1 Divis ion and any .changes of assignment you may have 
had and when you terminated your s e r v i c e  with t h e  d iv i s ion?  

A. I repor ted  i n  t o  Task Force Oregon around t h e  9th 
o r  10th  of September 1967. I was on paper ,  c a r r i e d  as  belong­
ing t o ,  I b e l i e v e ,  t h e  55th Medical Group down i n  Qui  Nhon as  
a parent  organiza t ion .  I was t h e  t a s k  force surgeon u n t i l  t h e  
d i v i s i o n  was formed, a t  which time I became t h e  d i v i s i o n  sur ­
geon. A l i t t l e  l a t e r ,  I th ink  around December, when we organ­
i zed  a medical b a t t a l i o n  headquar ters ,  I commanded t h e  medical 
b a t t a l i o n  headquarters  a t  t h e  same t i m e .  I s t ayed  i n  those- ­
r e a l l y  doing t h e  same job a l l  t h a t  per iod  of  t ime u n t i l  I l e f t  
country i n  J u l y  1968 t o  r e t u r n  t o  my c u r r e n t  assignment. 

Q Well, wi th  t h a t  s e r v i c e  over  t h a t  pe r iod  of t ime, I 
th ink  you w i l l  be a b l e  t o  give us a good i n s i g h t  i n t o  t h e  d i ­
v i s ion .  

A. I ' l l  t r y .  

Q- Having worked with General ROSSON-­

A. ( . Interposing) No, sir,  h e  had l e f t - ­

a - ( .Interposing) He had departed.  General KNOWLES-­

A. [ In terpos ing)  He had j u s t  -been c a r t e d  o f f  with h i s  
h e p a t i t i s  j u s t  before  I got  t h e r e .  I expected t o  se rve  w i t h  
him, and when I a r r i v e d  he  had gone. 

Q * - -Well ,  then  I t ake  it t h a t  General KOSTER had moved 
i n ?  

A. No, sir. General MATHESON--Salv&-­

Q. ( , Interposing) S-A-L-V-E MATHESON, yes , a good man 
Then, you s t ayed  t h e r e  u n t i l  General KOSTER came i n ?  

A. U n t i l  General KOSTER came i n .  
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Q *  W e l l ,  f i n e .  -What w e ' r e  r e a l l y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  i s  
Task Force Barker  and anyth ing  t h a t  may have t r a n s p i r e d .  
Looking a t  t h e  map t o  your  r e a r  ( 'Exh ib i t  MAP-1) , which i s  
a c t u a l l y  f o r  t h e  g r e a t e r  p a r t ,  t h i s  i s  Son MY V i l l a g e  o r  
Son Tinh D i s t r i c t .  You w i l l  n o t i c e  o v e r  i n  t h e  lower l e f t  
hand co rne r  o r  southwest  co rne r  of  t h e  map you w i l l  s e e  Quanq 
~ g a iC i ty  over  there . ,  t o  t i e  you i n ,  and Chu La i  i s  about  
roughly 25 o r  30 m i l e s  t o  t h e  n o r t h  h e r e  along-- 

A. ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )  I have t h e  geography. 

Q* Fine .  Did you have any r ea son  t o  have Task Force  
Barker c a l l e d  t o  your  a t t e n t i o n ?  

A. W e l l ,  I w a s  aware of  Task Force Barker  and i n  t h e  
way--I wasn ' t  involved  i n  t h e  d e t a i l  p l ann ing  of  i t s - -you  
know, it was p u t  t o g e t h e r  f a i r l y  h a s t i l y .  I w a s n ' t  
d i r e c t l y  involved  wi th  t h e  d e t a i l  medical  p lanning .  I d i d  
g e t  asked f o r  some i d e a s  from t h e  11 th  Brigade medics about  
how are w e  going t o  swing t h i s  med ica l ly .  So n a t u r a l l y  I 
was aware o f  it. They were a b i t  o f f  up by themselves ,  and 
s o  I-­

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Well,  t hey  were ~_rp t h e r e  on LZ D o t t i e ,  
which d i d  p u t  them by themselves .  They were r e a l l y  more c l o s e l y  
a s s o c i a t e d  geograph ica l ly  w i th  you a t  Chu Lai  t han  they  were 
wi th  t h e i r  own b r igade  headqua r t e r s  a t  Duc Pho? 

A. Task Force  Oregon k i n d  of  g o t  o f f  t o  a h a r d  scrambled 
s t a r t  i n  be ing  an extemporized o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  I t h i n k .  A l o t  o f  
us t r i e d  t o  do a t  l e a s t  t h e  b e s t  w e  cou ld  by s imi la r  o f f e r i n g s .  
So o c c a s i o n a l l y  I would s t o p  i n  a t  t h e  f i r e  base  and--Dott ie,  
I b e l i e v e  it w a s ,  and I would always, when I was t h e r e ,  s t i c k  
my head i n  t h e  door a t  t h e  TOC, b u t  I s p e n t  most of  my t i m e  
v i s i t i n g  w i t h  t h e  medics. They had a ,  I ' v e  f o r g o t t e n  t h e  
names, one o r  two, 2-year d o c t o r s  who w e r e  up there, and I 
t h i n k  f e l t  a l i t t l e  b i t  i s o l a t e d ,  s o  I w a s  aware of  BARKER 
and h i s  ac t iv i t ies .  

Q *  . W e l l ,  Task Force B a r k e r ' s  a r e a  o f  o p e r a t i o n  normally 
was t o  t h e  n o r t h  of t h i s  yellow l i n e .  On occas ion  they  would 
o b t a i n  what w a s  r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  an A0 e x t e n s i o n ,  which was ac tu ­
a l l y  t o  t a k e  a p i e c e  of  t h e  2d ARVN D i v i s i o n ' s  a r e a  of opera ­
t i o n .  They'd done t h i s  a couple  o f  t i m e s  i n  t h e  month of 
February.  To be s p e c i f i c ,  t hey  d i d  i t  on t h e  13 th  and t h e  
23rd of  February.  Now t h e n ,  t h i s  b r i n g s  us down t o  t h i s  o t h e r  
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opera t ion  about t h e  middle of March. Do you r e c a l l  t h a t  
op.eration, having it c a l l e d  t o  your a t t e n t i o n  i n  any way? 

A. .No, s ir .  When t h e  ma t t e r  came up i n  t h e  news, I 
was q u i t e  s u r p r i s e d .  I thought about i t ,  and it t u r n s  o u t  
I was on R&R i n  Hawaii during t h i s  per iod .  I was on R&R from 
t h e  13th  u n t i l  t h e  2 1 s t  o r  22nd of March when I re tu rned ,  and 
I thought c a r e f u l l y  about t h i s .  I can r e c a l l  no rumors, and 
as  a medical o f f i c e r ,  n o t  t h a t  I chase rumors, I l i k e  t o  t r y  
t o  keep up wi th  what was going around. I j u s t  d o n ' t  r e c a l l  
even any rumor as such. 

Q. Let  m e  s e e  i f  I can give you a l i t t l e  b i t  of infor ­
mation t h a t  may r e f r e s h  a few rumors t o  your memory t h a t  were 
f l o a t i n g  around t h e  d i v i s i o n  a t  t h a t  t ime. Did you hear  about 
a warrant  o f f i c e r ,  a v i a t o r  from t h e  123d Aviat ion Ba t t a l ion  
who had r e p o r t e d  some ind i sc r imina te  k i l l i n g  of  women and 
c h i l d r e n ,  unnecessary k i l l i n g  of women and ch i ld ren?  

A. No, sir. 

Q. O r  who had been involved i n  a conf ron ta t ion  with 
some ground elements of Task Force Barker? 

A. No, s i r ,  I d i d  no t .  I read i n  t h e  newspapers about 
such an event ,  b u t  I diti n o t ,  and I ' m  somewhat s u r p r i s e d  i n  
tha t , ,  a s  I read ,  t h e  fe l low subsequently evacuated some chi ld ­
ren somewhere. So w i t h  my c o n t a c t s ,  both  my o rgan ic  medics i n  
t h e  d i v i s i o n ,  and I c e r t a i n l y  spen t  a l o t  of t ime wi th  t h e  
suppor t ing  medical people,  i f  those c h i l d r e n  might have ended 
up i n  t h e  medical channels ,  I would have expected t o  have 
heard  very e x p l i c i t l y  about it. 

Q What was your r e l a t i o n s h i p  with t h e  c i v i l i a n  hos­
p i t a l s  i n  t h e  var ious  provinces? S p e c i f i c a l l y  where t h i s  
c h i l d  was taken was t h e  Quang Ngai h o s p i t a l ?  

A. I g o t  down t o  Quang Ngai some. I t r i e d  t o  keep 
myself informed about t h e  s i t u a t i o n  t h e r e ,  bu t  I d i d  no t  g e t  
t h e r e  a s  o f t e n  a s  I d i d  a t  Tam Ky. The problem was it was 
a l i t t l e  b i t  tougher  t o  t r a v e l  t o  Quang Ngai. A s  I r e c a l l e d  
dur ing  t h e  T e t  e x e r c i s e  t h e  Quang Ngai h o s p i t a l  had been i n  
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I '  t h e  middle of a f a i r  amount of f i g h t i n g .  The way I kept  
informed, usual ly  was we had a p e r i o d i c  o r  monthly confer- 
ences wi th  t h e  MSC o f f i c e r  assigned t o  t h e  2d ARVN Division 
and with some of t h e  U.S. MILPHAP people a t  t h e  Quang Ngai 
h o s p i t a l .  So i t ' s  t h e  s o r t  of t h i n g  t h a t  I might have-- 
i t ' s  not  t h e  s o r t  of t h i n g  i f  it was i n t e r p r e t e d  as  a r o u t i n e  
matter  a t  t h a t  end, I wouldn't  have heard about it. ~f it 
had been something dramatic and b e s t  proceeded a t  t h a t  end, 
I might have--- 

Q- ( .~nterposingZ Wet ve t a l k e d  t o  t h e  American author- 
i t i e s  from t h e  h o s p i t a l .  They were, f r a n k l y ,  no more aware of 
it than you were. You s a i d  you were wi th  t h i s  s t a f f  f o r  such 
a period? 

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q. You perhaps have some observat ions  and s o  f o r t h  of 
the  inner  funct ioning  of t h e  s t a f f ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  s i n c e  you 
saw them i n  t h i s  evolu t ionary  process ,  going from Task Force 
Oregon and two commanders and even though when you l e f t ,  t h i s  
s t i l l  was no t  a d i v i s i o n  per  s e ,  it had no t  been organized on 
ROAD t a b l e s .  I t  was s t i l l  a d i v i s i o n  headquarters  d i r e c t i n g  
t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  of t h r e e  a l ~ o s ts s p s r a t e  br igedes .  Now, I t h i n k  
it would be h e l p f u l  i f  you could t e l l  us i n  about t h e  June t ime 
frame, about t h e  command r e l a t i o n s h i p  t h a t  e x i s t e d  wi th in  t h e  
d iv i s ion  and more s p e c i f i c a l l y  wi th in  t h e  d i v i s i o n  headquar ters .  

\ 

Here I ' m  t a l k i n g  about p r imar i ly ,  along about t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  
of March--April, t h a t  per iod ,  not  June? Any t r a n s i t i o n  t h a t  
may have t r a n s p i r e d  as  you saw it w i t h i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n  from 
General MATHESON t o  General KOSTER and s o  on. Also t h e  r e l a -  
t i o n s h i p  t h a t  may have e x i s t e d  between t h e  command element of 
t h e  d i v i s i o n  and t h e  genera l  and s p e c i a l  s t a f f  and between t h e  
chief  of s t a f f  and t h e  genera l  s t a f f  and t h e  s p e c i a l  s t a f f ,  s o  
t o  speak. Then 1'11 come down and ask you some s p e c i f i c  ques t -  
ions .  

A. I want t o  be responsive,  and I know you expect con­
s i d e r a b l e  f rankness ,  and s o  I d o n ' t  want t o  be i n  a p o s i t i o n  
of being a subordinate  t r y i n g  t o  second guess my s u p e r i o r s .  

Q. You should know t h a t  we've a l ready t a l k e d  t o  a l l  o f  
t h e  genera l  s t a f f  o f f i c e r s  of t h e  d i v i s i o n .  We've t a l k e d  t o  
a g r e a t  number of t h e  s p e c i a l  s t a f f  o f f i c e r s ,  and we've t a l k e d  
t o  a l l  of t h e  command elements. So we're  we l l  aware of t h i s .  
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we do ask you f o r  f rankness  and a f o r t h r i g h t  express ion  of 
your opinion as  you saw it. 

A .  . L e t  me j u s t  say and preface  my pe r iod  i n  t h e  divis ion 
as extended over i n  t h e  e a r l y  p a r t  of General GETTYS' se rv ice .  
I£ i t ' s  of any h e l p  i n  eva lua t ing  my comments he re ,  I ' v e  a lso  
served as  d i v i s i o n  surgeon i n  t h e  82d Ariborne Divis ion when I 
was a t  Bragg i n  1962 and 1963 time frame. So I have been on 
some o t h e r  Army type  s t a f f s .  When I a r r i v e d  wi th  Task Force 
Oregon it was q u i t e  a  small  informal  o rgan iza t ion  t h a t  made me 
f e e l  q u i t e  welcome r i g h t  away. General MATHESON was a very 
re laxed,  approachable fel low and having previous ly  been with 
some a i rborne  u n i t s  he made me f e e l  q u i t e  a t  home. I was taken 
wi th  t h e  r a t h e r  c l o s e  family f e e l i n g  wi th in  t h e  d i v i s i o n  s t a f f  
a t  t h a t  t ime,  and some of it may have been t h e  e x t e r n a l  pres ­
s u r e  of t h e  a d v e r s i t y ,  and t h e y ' d  obviously found that- ­

9 * ( In terpos ing)  Who was t h e  ch ie f  of s t a f f  a t  t h a t  
t ime,  was it Colonel MUSSER? 

A. Colonel MUSSER was t h e  chief  a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  and of 
course ,  he made me f e e l  most welcome and a very easy begin­
n ing t h e r e .  A t  t h a t  time we had t h e  genera l  guidance t h a t  it 
would probably become a d i v i s i o n  and followed on some of t h e  
planning f o r  t h a t .  O f  course ,  t h e  1/101 w a s  engaged q u i t e  
heavi ly  i n  t h e  f i e l d .  General KOSTER came i n  s h o r t l y  there ­
a f t e r  and s u b j e c t i v e l y  made q u i t e  a good impression on me. 
H e  i s  obviously a h ighly  i n t e l l i g e n t  man who was a b i t  re ­
se rved ,  b u t  a t  t h e  same time d i d  nothing t o  change t h e  r a the r  
f r i e n d l y  family f e e l i n g  w i t h i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n  s t a f f .  Much of 
t h e  work t h e r e  a t  t h a t  time w a s  accomplished q u i t e  informally 
without  b i g  paper chases and e x e r c i s e s ,  and t h i s  made it very 
agreeable .  Colonel MUSSER was d i f f e r e n t  i n  terms of l i f e  s ty le  
than some c h i e f s  of s t a f f  t h a t  I had worked f o r  and s i n c e ,  that  
he made one f e e l  r e spons ib le  and a t  t h e  same time he was not  
t h e  f i r e  e a t i n g  o u t  kind of ch ie f  of s t a f f  and r a t h e r ,  I think, 
l e d  t h e  s t a f f  by example and, of course,  medically made it 
most agreeable  t o  work with him. C l i n t  GRANGER was t h e  G3 and 
was obviously t o  me, imaginat ive and aggressive fel low and a 
thought fu l  one. The 4 ,  r e f l e c t i n g  some of t h e  nonstandard 
ways of doing bus iness  i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n ,  a t  t h a t  t ime I was 
under t h e  s t a f f  supervis ion  of t h e  G 4 .  This  has been s e t  UP 
t h a t  way r a t h e r  than t h e  usual  G 1  manner. Colonel EBLIN was 
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somewhat slow and d e l i b e r a t e ,  b u t  hard  t o  r a t t l e  and had a 
good bus iness- l ike  way about him and c e r t a i n l y  wzs quick t o  
take my advice.  We got along w e l l ,  I thought.  I ' m  t r y i n g  
t o  remember t h e  Gl's--WALLBY was much involved with organ- 
i z i n g  t h e  planning of t h e  d i v i s i o n  s t r u c t u r e .  I knew him, 
but  I d i d n ' t  have a whole l o t  t o  do wi th  him a t  t h a t  t ime.  
So i n  terms--I d o n ' t  know whether I 'm going i n t o  too  g r e a t  
a length .  

Q. ( In terpos ing)  This i s  t h e  back drop coming i n  t o  
t h e  Apr i l  time frame? 

A. Well, I would say as t h i n g s  evolved,  t h e  d i v i s i o n  
i n t e r n a l  s t a f f  arrangements, through January a t  l e a s t  t h a t  
I can r e c a l l ,  s t ayed  a s  much as  I ' v e  descr ibed  it. Of course ,  
during t h a t  time t h e r e  were a l o t  of e x t e r n a l  changes. We 
brought i n  two br igades ,  t h e  11 th  and t h e  198th and i n  Feb- 
rua ry ,  a s  I r e c a l l ,  w e  s t aged  t h e  3d Brigade of t h e  82d. 
Through a l l  t h i s  I found it a most agreeable  bunch of people 
t o  work fo r .  As  I r e c a l l ,  t h e r e  was f a r  l e s s  b icke r ing  and 
s t a f f  r i v a l r y  during t h a t  per iod  than  I encountered i n  gar- 
r i s o n  s i t u a t i o n s .  I l e f t  ou t  another  genera l  s t a f f  member. 
When I f i r s t  a r r i v e d  a Lieutenant  Colonel ANISTRANSKI, a 
ned ica l  s e r v i c e  corps c f f i c e r  vas rlmning t h e  medical sec ­
t i o n ,  my predecessor  having a l ready departed.  A l i t t l e  
l a t e r  on, I f o r g e t  exac t ly  when, t h e  ch ie f  of s t a f f  approached 
m e  about what would be my r e a c t i o n  t o  Colonel ANISTRANSKI 
becoming t h e  G 5 .  I th ink  he wanted t o  g e t  some i d e a  as  how 
it would a l t e r  t h e  funct ioning  of my shop. I thought it 
was a good i d e a .  Of course ,  Colonel ANISTRANSKI and I were 
reasonably c l o s e .  Hers s e n i o r  t o  m e ,  and I thought it might 
be h e l p f u l  i n  terms of my a r r i v a l ,  and we got  along very we l l .  
A t  t h e  same t ime ,  when he became t h e  G5 he d i d n ' t  i n t rude  i n t o  
t h e  medical ope ra t ions ,  and I t r i e d  t o  work r e a l  c lose ly  with 
him. I ' v e  done a l o t  of medical bus iness  i n  t h e  5 a rea .  Now, 
i n  terms of command r e l a t i o n s h i p s ,  t h e  bus iness  of making i n t o  
a d i v i s i o n  o r  g e t t i n g  ready t o  make i n t o  a d i v i s i o n  t h e  t h r e e  
highly independent and independent-minded br igade  opera t ions ,  
s e p a r a t e  b r igades ,  i s  an i n t e r e s t i n g  t h i n g  t o  do, I should 
t h i n k ,  even under t h e  b e s t  of circumstances.  I t h i n k  t h e r e  
was probably more p u l l i n g  and haul ing  on t h e  l o g i s t i c s  and 
t h e  personnel  support  a reas  than t h e r e  w a s  on t h e  t a c t i c a l  
s i d e ,  although I ' m  no t  t h e  b e s t  judge of t h a t .  I t  was £re ­
quent ly  u p s e t t i n g  from t h e  d i v i s i o n  t o  n o t  be ab le  t o ,  a s  
s t a f f  o f f i c e r ,  t o  d i r e c t l y  in f luence  people 
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i n  t h e  br igade.  C e r t a i n l y  t h e i r  percept ion  and th ings  was 
t h e  o t h e r  way around. Theyt.d been put  t o g e t h e r  i n t o  an 
independent u n i t .  They d i d n ' t  want whole l o t s  of s t a f f  
advice,  and medically- ­

Q. ( In terpos ing)  W e l l ,  you were r i g h t  i n  t h e  middle 
of t h a t  one because your medical b a t t a l i o n  was p a r t  of t h e  
support  command o s t e n s i b l y ,  bu t  y e t  it wasn't- ­

A. (Interposing1 Yes, t h a t ' s  r i g h t .  

Q. I t h i n k  t h a t ' s  what you a r e  r e a l l y  t r y i n g  t o  say. 

A. My genera l  f e e l i n g s  through t h e  yea r s  has been i f  
somebody fusses  a t  me about problems, it would be n i c e  t o  
give me t h e  resources t o  so lve  them. Sometimes t h e  br igades 
would buck on up t h e i r  medical problems, bu t  no t  be t o o  quick 
about p laying  t h e  game from t h e  d i v i s i o n a l  p o i n t  of view. If 
t h e  problem was ev iden t  enough t o  everybody, people played 
t h e  game p r e t t y  we l l .  There were t imes i n  May when we sh i f t ed  
forces  around a l o t ,  where t h e  br igades were a l i t t l e  re luctant  
t o  s h i f t  some medical resources .  But when Colonel PARSON be­
came t h e  chief  of s t a f f  t h e r e  were some o t h e r  changes i n  t h e  
d i v i s i o n  as  we l l .  We got  Fred QUALLS. He became t h e  G 1  about 
t h a t  same time frame. A t  t h a t  time we d i d  rear range  th ings  so 
t h e  G 1  became my genera l  s t a f f  supervisor .  We worked q u i t e  
amicably. Colonel PARSON, of course ,  was a cons iderable  d i f ­
f e r e n t  fe l low than Colonel MUSSER. H i s  s t y l e  was somewhat 
more t r a d i t i o n a l  i n  terms of being a f a i r l y  formal fel low who 
p re fe r red  t o  have more of h i s  s t a t u s  sources i n  w r i t t e n  form. 
This is  my personal  judgment, of course,  perhaps a l i t t l e  less  
relaxed o r  l i t t l e  l e s s  comfortable with t h e  un t id iness  of the  
t a c t i c a l  opera t ions  and e t  c e t e r a .  I f  I could proceed from 
t h e  o t h e r ,  from his s i d e  of t h e  fence maybe we were a l i t t l e  
too  formal,  and as he became chief  of s t a f f  th ings  became a 
l i t t l e  more formalized wi th in  t h e  genera l  s t a f f .  

Q You had q u i t e  a change about t h i s  t ime,  d i d n ' t  you? 
Of course,  I ' m  not  s u r e  exac t ly  of t h e  t ime when Colonel 
TREXLER a r r i v e d ,  bu t  he  ev iden t ly  had been t h e r e  f o r  some 
t i m e ,  you didnl't- ­

A. [Interposing1 Me11, TREXLER was over ,  most of my 
t i m e ,  was over  wi th  t h e  198th  as t h e  XO over  t h e r e .  
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During t h i s  time per iod  th.at  you a r e  r e f e r r i n g  t o ,  
was i n  t h e  capaci ty  as t h e  2 ,  and Colonel BALMER had come 

n t o  r ep lace  GRANGER a s  the 3. 

Y. 

A. Gary OWENS was t h e  G2 during most t h i s  per iod.  
* 

BALMER came i n  a s  t h e  3 ,  and we got  along, you know, from 
.my po in t  of view, q u i t e  a s  we l l  as GRANGER and I had. I ' v e  
always f e l t  t h e  medical people needed t o  keep much c l o s e r  t o  
what t h e  3 is up t o  than what t h e  4 i s  doing. So t h a t  worked 
along f a i r l y  w e l l ,  except  t h e r e  was an awful l o t  of t h i n g s  
going on during t h a t  period. 

Well, w a s  this ,  o r  t h i s  new s t a f f  and s o  on t h a t  
Q e  
  


was he re ,  ANISTRANSKI w a s  s t i l l  there- ­

A. ( In terpos ing)  He w a s  t h e  5 ,  yes ,  sir. 

Q- Yes, and what 's  t h e  name of t h e  4 ,  BURKE, w a s  t h a t.. 
h i s  name? 

A. No, CLARKE. 

Q *  CLARKE? 

. A. Frank CLARKE. 

Q- Yes. 

A.  I knew Frank when he had t h e  support  b a t t a l i o n  of  
t h e  198th.  We'd amicably d isagreed  a few t imes.  He was a 
very easy and b r i g h t  fe l low t o  work with.  

Q Of course ,  o t h e r  people t h a t  were immediately as ­
soc ia ted  w i t h  this was your J A G  o f f i c e r  and your inspec to r  
general .  

A. - Yes, t h e  inspec to r  genera l ,  I remember b e s t ,  w a s  
Carrol  SWAIN, who came i n  r a t h e r  l a t e  i n  t h i s  s t o r y .  He 
and I d i d  a l o t  of bus iness  toge the r .  Of course ,  as you 
know, t h e  language of I G  complaints o f t e n  revolves  around 
medical mat ters  as we l l .  We s e t  up t h e  t h i n g  where i n  p a r t  
so  I ' d  keep from f o r g e t t i n g  how t o  use t h e  s te thoscope ,  I ' d  
a l s o  make a p o i n t  of personal ly  see ing  t h e  I G  medical com­
p l a i n t s  t h a t  had worked up t o  h i s  l e v e l .  So now t h e  lawyer-­

9 APP T-396 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



. -- -

KOSTER U 
some f a j  
given s( 
s p i r i t  i 

prerogti  
t h e  xeq 
t h e  e s t  
t u r e ,  w 
a t  l eas  
So on t 
~ i t h i n  
t h e  dP 
r i g h t  ? 
of ind  
i v i t i e  
t h e  i n  
you as 

Q *  
i n  t e :  
LOWAY 

I A. 

Q 
Gene1 
t h e  i 
and 
i c a l  
over 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
 


I f r ank ly  have f o r g o t t e n  his name, but  we had no d i f f i c u l t y .  
I t h i n k  it was ev iden t  that he was ab le  t o  do h i s  job,  bu t  
he was s t a r t i n g  t o  g e t  i n t o  some t r o u b l e  d r ink ing  too  much. 

Q Doing what? 

A. There were a couple of t imes when he seemed no t  t o  
be ab le  t o  hold his l i q u o r  very w e l l .  

Q I see.  

A. One of t h e  few, I might add, one of t h e  few people 
t h a t  I encountered, you know, i n  t h a t  grade i n  Vietnam. 

Q. Looking a t  t h e ,  l e t b s  say t h e  ch ie f  of s t a f f  and 
d i v i s i o n  commander and t h e  funct ioning  of t h e  genera l  s t a f f ,  
p r imar i ly  from an - o p e r a t i o n a l  p o i n t  of view, n o t  s o  much i n  
t h e  l o g i s t i c s  o r  t h e  personnel area-­

A. [ ~ n t e r p o s i n g )  Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q Was t h i s  a hea l thy  and e f f e c t i v e  r e l a t i o n s h i p ?  

A. I t h i n k  th.ere a r e  two p a r t s  t o  your ques t ion .  S i r ,  
i f  you wouldn" mind r e s t a t i n g  it ,  I ' d  l i k e  to-­

Q. ( In terpos ing)  Well, I am br inging  it down t o  t h e  
r e l a t i o n s h i p  t h a t  e x i s t e d  between t h e  command bu i ld ing ,  p r i ­
mari ly  between, l e t ' s  s a y ,  Colonel PARSON and t h e  2 and t h e  
3 shop and 5 and a l s o  wi th  r e spec t  t o  t h e  commanding general  
himself and t h e  A D C ' s  w i t h  those  agencies? 

A. Let  me f i r s t  say t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  a good d e a l  of gene 
e r a l  s t a f f  bus iness  t h a t  i n  terms of t h e  morning reoccurr ing 
morning meeting that  t h e  s p e c i a l  s t a f f  people such as  myself 
o r d i n a r i l y  were no t  involved i n .  During t h e  t ime per iod  we're 
t a l k i n g  about here  i n  March, I th ink  it would about then ,  
a f t e r  Colonel PARSON became t h e  chief  of s t a f f ,  I d i d  g e t  
t h e  f e e l i n g  t h a t  some of t h e  genera l  s t a f f ,  t h e  3 i n  p a r t i ­
c u l a r ,  f e l t  somehow s t r e s s e d  o r  d i s t r e s s e d .  I c a n ' t  t h ink  
of a concre te  example, except t h a t  I d id  g e t  a f e e l i n g  t h a t  
they  might have thought t h e  ch ie f  was a b i t  hard  on them o r  
n o t  apprec ia t ing  their p o i n t  of view. My p i c t u r e  of ~ e n e r a l  
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KOSTER was and i s  a  fel low t h a t  on t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  s i d e  has 
some f a i r l y  s p e c i f i c  oplnions and ideas  and may n o t  have 
given some of h i s  3 ' s  a f e e l i n g  of being a f r e e  and c r e a t i v e  
s p i r i t  a s  they might have l i k e d .  T h a t ' s  a genera l  o f f i c e r ' s  
prerogat ive .  The G5, I t h i n k ,  w a s  sometimes d i s t r e s s e d  a t  
t h e  requirement f o r  Americans t o  a s s i s t  t h e  Vietnamese throuah 
t h e  e s t a b l i s h e d  governmental and p a r t i c u l a r  governmental s t r ic  
t u r e ,  which i n  some cases  he f e l t  was, I suspec t ,  co r rup t  o r  
a t  l e a s t  i n e f f i c i e n t  i n  terms of t h e  r e s u l t s  of our  e f f o r t s .  
So on t h e  o t h e r  hand, he worked p r e t t y  hard a t  i t ,  and I t h i n k  
wi th in  our  resources .  Most of t h e  people t h a t  I d e a l t  with i n  
t h e  d i v i s i o n ,  a t  a l l  echelons,  r e a l l y  t r i e d  p r e t t y  hard t o  do 
r i g h t  by t h e  Vietnamese. I was q u i t e  impressed w i t h  t h e  amount 
of i n d i v i d u a l  e f f o r t  t h e  Americans would expend on MEDCAP a c t ­
i v i t i e s .  A s  I say ,  I do know t h e  5 w a s  sometimes d i s t r e s s e d  by 
t h e  i n e f f i c i e n c y  of t h e  Vietnamese. The a s s i s t a n t  divis ion--  
you asked about t h e  a s s i s t a n t  d i v i s i o n  commander? 

9. Y e s .  Well, t h a t ' s  r i g h t .  I am i n t e r e s t e d  p r imar i ly  
i n  terms o f ,  a t  t h a t  t ime General GALLOWAY, t hen  Colonel GAL­
LOWAY who had j u s t  a r r i v e d  on t h e  scene-­

A. ( In terpos ing)  Yes, s ir .  

Q. So he could n o t  h.ave h.ad t o o  much in f luence .  But 
General YOUNG had been t h e r e  i n  terms of what you might say 
t h e  ADC-B where he was overseeing predominantly t h e  l o g i s t i c s  
and admin i s t r a t ive  a r e a ,  but  h a d  something t o  do with t a c t -  
i c a l  a rea .  Then wh.en General RYDER l e f t ,  he  moved up t o  t a k e  
over  more i n  t h e  opera t iona l  r o l e ?  

A. I d o n ' t  .remember t h e  exac t  t ime sequence of it, but- ­

Q. ( In terpos ing)  I t  w a s  about t h e  14th  o r  15th of March. 

A. But I c o u l d n ' t  remember e x a c t l y  when t h a t  t r a n s i t i o n  
took p lace .  General YOUNG w a s ,  I t h i n k ,  a complicated fel low.  
He o f t e n  would very much keep h i s  counsel and n o t  give s t a f f  
o f f i c e r s  much feedback a s  they would t a l k  with him o r  b r i n g  a 
problem t o  him. I th ink  he ,  and t h e  t h i n g s  most f requent ly  
d e a l t  with was t h e  medical rearrangements i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n .  I 
th ink  he was i n t e r e s t e d  i n  p lans  about a  convent ional  d i v i s i o n  
o rgan iza t ion ,  b u t  f e l t  t h a t  we needed t o  w a i t  f o r  h igher  head- 
q u a r t e r s '  approval on t h e  ma t t e r .  The rumor, a s  I say ,  I never 

- had any p a r t i c u l a r  d i f f i c u l t i e s ,  bu t  t h e  rumor I got  from t h e  

(AUGERSON} 11 APP T-396 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



I 

t

t o  h i  
I wou 
over 
as  I 
o r  d i  
I ' m  s 
comrnz 
h i s  1 
much 
e c t i r  
e r a 1  

Q 
of t l  
s e a r (  
o r  c( 
s o r t  
t i o n  
c r ea-
s t a f  

A. 
I do 
reca  
thou 
d id  
and 
v i s i  
So i 

Q* 
h e l i  

A. 
most 
t a c t  
came 
morE 
as 1 
feel  

FOR OFFICIAL .USE ONLY 
 


genera l  s t a f f  before  making a dec is ion .  T h a t ' s  secondhand 
information and no t  anything I can th ink  o f .  

Q . That *s very h e l p f u l .  Let  me ask you a couple of 
th ings  here .  P lease  understand t h a t  t h i s  i s  n o t ,  t h e s e  a r e  
not  un ive r sa l  impressions.  

A. No. 

Q e  But some of t h e  th ings  t h a t  I ' v e  ga thered  from 
t a l k i n g  t o  people such a s  yourse l f  about t h e  way they  saw 
people. Now, some of them i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  Colonel PARSON, 
a s  t h e  chief  of s t a f f ,  seemed t o  be more o r i e n t e d  towards 
adminis t ra t ion  and house keeping l o g i s t i c s  than  he r e a l l y  
was towards opera t ions ,  

A. I t h i n k  t h a t  would be. I can c e r t a i n l y  s e e  why 
somebody would say t h a t ,  and I shared t h a t  view. 

Q. Well, now, another  one t h a t  comes t o  t h e  foreground 
is  t h a t  a s  t ime went on, under General KOSTER, opera t ions  i n  
p a r t i c u l a r  seemed t o  be more and more c e n t r a l i z e d  i n  him? 

A. Well, I w a s  j u s t  making a note  f o r  myself about my 
previous remark about Colonel PARSON. I d o n ' t  know what h i s  
i n s t r u c t i o n s  were, of course ,  from t h e  genera l ,  i n  t h a t  with 
q u i t e ,  as you know, q u i t e  a few of t h e  commanders, b u t  par t ­
i c u l a r l y  General KOSTER, t h e  d a i l y  way of doing bus iness  was 
t o  spend a good d e a l  of time v i s i t i n g  t h e  t a c t i c a l  commanders 
i n  t h e  f i e l d .  That is  t o  say ,  t h e  br igade commanders and t h e  
b a t t a l i o n  commanders. Inev i t ab ly  with t h e  genera ls  o u t ,  and 
t h e  A D C r s  d id  t h i s ,  t oo ,  of course ,  with t h e  genera l s  o u t  it 
was sometimes a scramble f o r  a l l  of t h e  s t a f f ,  and I assume 
t h e  chief  of s t a f f ,  t o o ,  t o  keep up with what w a s  going on, 
you know, n o t  unusual f o r  t h e  s t a f f  b r i e f i n g  t o  give some­
t h i n g  t h a t  they  f e l t  w a s  cu r ren t  information,  only t o  have it 
cor rec ted  by somebody who was i n  a h e l i c o p t e r  and had more 
recen t  information.  General KOSTER, a s  I s a i d ,  got  around a 
l o t  and made h i s  presence f e l t .  Since he had a h e l i c o p t e r  
and I d i d n ' t ,  and I l i k e  also-.-instead of reading  r e p o r t s  t o  
see  what was going on. I f a i r l y  f requent ly  would t r a v e l  with 
him o r  with Colonel GALLOWAY o r  with General YOUNG. In  t e rns  
of c e n t r a l i z a t i o n  of opera t ions ,  a s  I s a i d  e a r l i e r ,  I th ink  
General KOSTER always d i d  g ive  q u i t e  f a i r l y  e x p l i c i t  guidance 
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t o  h i s  3.  I n  t h e  b r i e f i n g s  a t  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  l e v e l ,  say ,  t h a t  
1 would s i t  i n  on, bu t  very o f t e n  wouldn ' t ,  because I Id be 
over t a l k i n g  with t h e  medics. General KOSTER, a t  t h a t  l e v e l ,  
as I r e c a l l ,  was always q u i t e  c a r e f u l  no t  t o  make suggest ions 
o r  d i r e c t i o n s  more reserved f o r  t h e  br igade commanders. SO 
I ' m  s u r e  i n e v i t a b l y  br igades would have t h e  f e e l i n g ,  t h e  brigade 
commander might have t h e  f e e l i n g  t h a t  he w a s  around t e l l i n g  
h i s  b a t t a l i o n s  what t o  do. But I personal ly  d i d n ' t  rece ive  
much of t h a t .  A s  f a r  a s  having a g r e a t  d e a l  t o  do a t  d i r ­
e c t i n g  opera t ions ,  I t h i n k  t h a t ' s  c o r r e c t  t o  say about Gen- 
e r a l  KOSTER. 

Q. We have a l s o  heard from some i n d i v i d u a l s  t h a t  some 
of t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  s i d e  of t h e  genera l  s t a f f ,  which you were 
searching f o r  a word t o  descr ibe  it, f e l t  somewhat r e s t r i c t e d  
o r  confined i n  t h e i r  job q i n  t h e  TOC o r  i n  t h e s e  p l a c e s ,  were 
s o r t  of fenced i n  and never r e a l l y  got  t o  perform t h e  func- 
t i o n  t h a t  they  had been t r a i n e d  t o  perform. This may have 
crea ted  some misunders tanding,  l e t ' s  say ,  between t h e  genera l  
s t a f f  and t h e  chief  of s t a f f  and o t h e r s ?  

A. W e l l ,  I th ink  t h a t  some people might have f e l t  t h a t .  
I do r e c a l l ,  and I d o n ' t  remember t h e  exac t  t ime frame, I do 
r e c a l l  t h a t  t h i s  czme up enough t h a t  sometime, i n  what I 
thought of as  t h e  sp r ing ,  t h e  chief  of s t a f f ,  Colonel PARSON, 
d id  manage t o  g e t  an a i r c r a f t  a l l o c a t e d  f o r  t h e  chief  of s t a f f  
and t h e  genera l  s t a f f  t o  g e t  around a l i t t l e  b i t  more on s t a f f  
v i s i t s  i n  a more informal  way than  had been customary before.  
So i n  t h a t  sense ,  it w a s  perhaps recognized. 

Q- Was t h i s  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  t h a t  had been C l i n t  GRANGER'S 
h e l i c o p t e r  as t h e  G3? 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l ,  s ir .  The o t h e r  t h i n g  i s ,  of course ,  
most of the--for a while t h e  s t a f f ,  of course ,  had some p r i o r  
t a c t i c a l  assignment i n  Vietnam. Colonel PARSON, of course,  
came s t r a i g h t  i n  t h e  country i n  t h a t  job,  and it may have been 
more, much more awkward f o r  him t o ,  you know, g e t t i n g  t rapped,  
as  you say ,  a t  h i s  desk. So t h a t  t h e r e  was an element of t h a t  
f ee l ing .  

Q. Well, I t ake  it from what you s a i d ,  looking o r  be ing  
i n  t h i s  whole a r e a ,  being an o u t s i d e r  looking i n ,  t h a t  t h e r e  
were some d i f f i c u l t i e s ,  poss ib ly  some f r i c t i o n  and maybe some 
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misunderstanding, bu t  they weren ' t  o f ,  I t h i n k  you're  saying, 
they '  r e  not  of a major category? 

A. That would be my impression. I ' v e  been on some 
o t h e r  organiza t ions  t h a t  were c e r t a i n l y  more admin i s t r a t ive ly ,  
o r  from t h e  s t a f f  sense ,  d i s tu rbed  than  t h i s  one. I a l s o ,  as 
a personal  t h i n g ,  f e e l  t h a t  both commanders and s t a f f  of f icers  
have q u i t e  a v a r i e t y  of s t y l e s  of doing bus iness ,  and what 
might no t  look as  t h e  optimal way t o  some s t a f f  o f f i c e r  might 
exac t ly  s u i t  t h e  p e r s o n a l i t y  of t h e  commander who is  u l t i ­
mately respons ib le .  

Q - Did you n o t i c e  any change when Colonel GETTYS came 
i n ?  YOU were l eav ing  t h e r e  s h o r t l y  t h e r e a f t e r ,  I be l ieve?  

A. General GETTYS-- 

Q - ( In te rpos ing)  General GETTYS , I mean. 

A. I t  makes, I t h i n k ,  my po in t  exac t ly .  He's q u i t e  a 
d i f f e r e n t  kind of person than  General KOSTER. General GETTYS 
is  much more o r i e n t e d  on people,  I t h i n k ,  than  .General  KOSTER. 
I t ' s  n o t  a value judgment, b u t  an observat ion .  When he ar ­
r i v e d ,  General GETTYS emphasized a l o t  of pe r sona l  t h i n g s ,  
and s o  I' got  involved with them. In  t h a t  sense  t h e r e  w a s  a 
change. I t h i n k ,  although I was nst t hc re  long--General 
GETTYS' s t y l e ,  I think--as I could s e e  it, was t o  de legate  
a u t h o r i t y  somewhat more s u b s t a n t i a l l y  and then  hold  t h e  
subordinate  people t o  account f o r  it. 

Q. You had one o t h e r  s p e c i a l  s t a f f  o f f i c e r ,  and I w i s h  
you would comment on how you observed h i s  performance, one 
of your contemporaries t h e r e ,  and t h a t ' s  your d i v i s i o n  chap- 
l a i n ?  

Q. ( In terpos ing)  Colonel LEWIS? 

A. Yes, r i g h t .  I thought he was, w e l l ,  chapla ins  a re  
probably--doctors a r e  t h a t  way, too.  Chaplains a r e  a l i t t l e  
b j t  d i f f e r e n t  i n  t h e  Army. I thought him q u i t e  a s i n c e r e  
and consc ient ious  fel low.  The p i c t u r e  I go t  from an informal 
conversat ion,  of course ,  he s e n t  me a c e r t a i n  amount of  busi- 
ness ,  too ,  of course ,  was t h a t ,  ah-­
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Q *  ( In te rpos ing)  I hope you a l s o  s e n t  some t o  him? 

A. Oh, yes ,  s i r .  That probably was v a r i e d  a  l o t  as  
chapla ins  a r e  making changes, a s  commanders and chaplains  
bounced o f f  one another .  I t  was a f a i r l y  tough job, b u t  
he seemed l i k e  a p r e t t y  f l e x i b l e  fe l low i n  t h a t  sense.  I thinlc 
a l s o  s o m e  m i l i t a r y  chaplains  may g e t  a l i t t l e  t o o  i d e n t i f i r p i  
with t h e  t a c t i c a l  u n i t  o r  with t h e  Army a t  t h e  expense of some 
s e n s i t i v i t y  about t h e i r  p a r i s h i o n e r s ,  i f  you w i l l ,  and I d o n ' t  
th ink  he d i d  t h a t .  He seemed t o  spend a l o t  of t ime,  and now 
and then  some young fel low would show up i n  country and decide 
he was a consc ient ious  o b j e c t o r  a l l  of a sudden, LEWIS would 
spend q u i t e  a  b i t  of time t a l k i n g  wi th  him. 

Q- Fine.  M r .  MACCRATE? 

MR MACCRATE: Colonel AUGERSON, I would l i k e  t o  ask you one 
f u r t h e r  opin ion  i n  r e l a t i o n s h i p s ,  and "hat is  what you ob- 
served as t o  t h e  r e l a t i o n  between General KOSTER and General 
YOUNG. I a p p r e c i a t e  t h a t  t h i s  i s  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  you t o  com­
ment upon i n  your p o s i t i o n ,  bu t  f l y i n g  wi th  both men, a s  you 
d id ,  you may have go t t en  some f e e l  as  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  t o  whlch 
mat ters  were e n t r u s t e d  t o  General YOUNG and t h e  kind of 
r e ign  on which h i s  a c t i v i t i e s  w e r e  he ld?  

A. I t  i s  hard  t o  answer t h a t .  You know, a t  Leaven- 
worth when t h e  s tuden t s  d o n ' t  have anything e l s e  t o  do, they 
used t o  t a l k  about what do you do wi th  t h e  A D C ' s ,  and i t ' s  
no t  easy t o  have one o r  be one. I c a n ' t  answer t h e  ques t ion  
about what l i m i t s  o r  what i n s t r u c t i o n s  t h a t  General YOUNG 
had from General KOSTER. I can r e c a l l  on a couple of oc­
cas ions  when he was more on t h e  l o g i s t i c s .  General YOUNG 
was more on t h e  l o g i s t i c s  s i d e  and one s t a f f  member o r  another  
be ing  a l i t t l e  b i t  upset  t h a t  General YOUNG had made some 
commitment t o  provide some kind  of suppor t  t o  somebody o r  
another  t h a t  t h e  s t a f f  h a d n ' t  had a chance t o  th ink  over.  So 
on t h a t  s i d e ,  it gave me t h e  impression t h a t  he had a f a i r  
amount of  l a t i t u d e  o r  f e l t  he d id .  On t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  s i d e ,  
I r e a l l y  c a n ' t  say.  I d l d  t r a v e l ,  when he was t h e  t a c t i c a l  
ADC, with  him and again he d i d n ' t  do very much d i r e c t i n g  f o r  
t h e  b a t t a l i o n  commanders when I was around. He d i d  on occa­
s i o n  make a sugges t ion ,  b u t  it was q u i t e  c l e a r l y  t h a t ,  r a t h e r  
than  any d i r e c t i o n .  I would n o t  say t h a t  General KOSTER and 
General  YOUNG were c l o s e ,  b u t  t h a t ' s  n o t  General KOSTER1s 
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s t y l e  a s  I would observe him. He's a man who tends  t o  be a 
l i t t l e  b i t  d i s t a n t .  I n  t h e  mass, c e r t a i n l y  a f f a b l e  and an 
approachable man, b u t  i n  h i s  normal performance of h i s  d u t i e s  
he was f a i r l y  formal and f a i r l y  d i s t a n t .  C e r t a i n l y  no t  a h a i l  
fe l low w e l l  met. L e s t  I convey an impression t h a t  I d o n ' t  
want t o ,  no t  i n s e n s i t i v e  t o  human mat t e r s ,  much concerned 
about our  medical ope ra t ions  and j u s t  not  a h a i l  fe l low wel l  
met. 

Q Was Chaplain LEWIS one who would go about with 
r a t h e r  a f r e e  manner of express ion ,  t a l k i n g  loose ly  about 
one t h i n g  o r  another? 

A .  Yes, maybe t h a t ' s - ­

Q ( In te rpos ing)  A r a t h e r  casual  person? 

A. He c e r t a i n l y  conveyed t h a t  not ion.  I t h i n k  admin­
i s t r a t i v e l y ,  a s  f a r  a s  running h i s  opera t ion  he was no t  t h a t  
casua l ,  b u t  he c e r t a i n l y  conveyed some in fo rmal i ty  i n  a cas­
u a l  manner. I p r e f e r ,  you know, 2 years  o r  more i s  a long 
time back. I d o n ' t  t r u s t  my memory anymore than  I do any­
body e l s e ' s .  I p r e f e r  n o t  t o  make a s ta tement ,  unless  I can 
th ink  of a concre te  example. I would say he might be a l i t t l e  
quick t o  express  an opinion without  going on t o  dwell i n t o  
t h e  f a c t s .  

Q Now t h e  f a c t  i s  t h a t  a r e p o r t  had come t o  Chaplain 
LEWIS with regard  t o  some unnecessary k i l l i n g  of c i v i l i a n s  
i n  t h i s  opera t ion  on t h e  Son My Vi l lage .  He, i n  descr ib ing  
what he d i d  wi th  t h i s  information,  among o t h e r  t h i n g s ,  has 
t o l d  us t h a t  he spoke t o  you about it. I wondered i f  t h e r e  
was anything i n  your r e c o l l e c t i o n  t h a t  r e l a t e s  i t s e l f  t o  
t h a t ;  anything t h a t  you r e c a l l  of him t a i k i n g  about it. We 
g e t  it from him, he s o r t  of bounced from person t o  person 
wi th  h i s  s t o r y ?  

A .  Well, a s  I s a i d ,  I t r u s t  my memory no more than  
anyone e l s e ' s ,  and he may have. But I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  it, and 
with the  advantage o r  disadvantage,  i n  t h a t  r e s p e c t ,  I ' d  
l i k e  t o  th ink  ~f something, had t h e r e  been something con­
c r e t e ,  you know, it seems t h a t  i f  something l i k e  t h i s  had 
r e a l l y  happened, t h a t  I would have a t  l e a s t  poin ted  him 
i n  t h e  r i g h t  p lace .  
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Q *  There was q u i t e  a b i t  of VC propaganda on t h i s  sub­
ject, and q u i t e  a b i t  of it was around your headquar te rs .  Do 
 
you remember any t a l k  about t h a t  and some unusual events  t h a t  
  
had gone on i n  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t ?  The VC w e r e  making a g r e a t 
  
d e a l  of n o i s e  about it. 
 

A .  My only knowledge i s  what I ' v e  r ead ,  you know, i l l  
  

t h e  papers s i n c e  then--in a--well,  it w a s n ' t  an a r e a  t h a t  I 
 
was p a r t i c u l a r l y  f a m i l i a r  w i th  i n  t h e  t imes I went down t h e r e  
  
occasional ly-- 


Q - ( In t e rpos ing)  But t a l k i n g  about what was a t  t h e  
d i v i s i o n  a t  t h e  time. Did you eve r  h e a r  any r e fe rences  t o  
VC propaganda r e l a t i n g  t o  t h i s ?  

A. No, I d o n ' t  remember a t h i n g  about  t h a t .  I ' m  much 
more t r o u b l e d  by what WILSON s a i d ,  and I-­

Q. ( In t e rpos ing)  You mean LEWIS? 

A. I mean LEWIS, I ' m  t r y i n g  t o ,  very h a r d  t o  t h i n k  
  
about it. I j u s t  d o n ' t .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  it. I c a n ' t  say
  
t h a t  he d i d n ' t  touch on t h e  ma t t e r ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  know--I 
 
d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  I ' l l  say this, t h a t  I might have been busy 
 
and d i s t r a c t e d  a t  t h e  t ime,  b u t  I f i n d  it h a r d  t o  b e l i e v e  
  
about myself t h a t  l f  somebody had p resen ted  me wi th  a s t o r y  
  
which sounded l i k e  t h e  s t o r y  announced e a r l i e r ,  t h a t  I ' d  
  
brush it o f f .  I can--that  ' s  a l l  I can say. 
  

Q- Who w e r e  t h e  two young doc to r s  ass igned  t o  Task 
 
Force Barker? 
  

A. Frankly,  I thought t h i s  might come up, and I h a v e n ' t  
been a b l e  t o  r e c a l l  t h e i r  names, nor  have I--I d i d n ' t  keep a 
d i a ry .  I c a n ' t  from my miscel laneous papers  r e c o n s t r u c t  t h a t .  
I do remember t h a t  a fe l low named Harvey FREEMAN o r  FRIEDMAN 
was t h e  b r igade  surgeon. I expec t  h e ' s  o u t  of t h e  s e r v i c e  
now, b u t  he served  with  t h e  11 th  i n  t h e  Hawail b e f o r e  they 
came over  t h e r e .  

I0 : What was h i s  grade a t  t h e  t ime? 
  

A. H e  was a cap ta in .  
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A. Right,  

Q. And t h e s e  o t h e r  ones were cap ta ins  that- ­

A. ( In te rpos ing)  Y e s ,  s i r ,  j u s t  p u t t i n g  i n  the i r - ­

Q ( In te rpos ing)  They were working p r imar i ly  o u t  of 
LZ Dot t ie?  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  One of them--the second one there--can' t  
remember h i s  name, d i d  do some c i r c u i t  r i d i n g ,  too .  He used 
t o  have a f a i r l y  r e g u l a r  schedule of g e t t i n g  o u t  t h e r e .  A s  
I r e c a l l ,  they d i d n ' t  have a p a r t i c u l a r  a c t i v e  MEDCAP pro­
gram. A small  one, b u t  nothing very much, and I d o n ' t  re ­
c a l l  any medical s o r t  of opera t ions .  

Q Did you e v e r ,  a t  any t ime, understand t h a t  an in ­
v e s t i g a t i o n  was underway wi th in  t h e  America1 Divis ion  of some­
t h i n g  t h a t  may have happened nor theas t  of Quang Ngai Ci ty  o r  
i n  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  i n  t h e  s p r i n g  of 1968? 

A. I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  s o ,  sir. I was aware of an invest i ­
g a t ion ,  and I d o n ' t  t h ink  it was r e l a t e d  t o  t h i s .  This was 
one t h a t  t h e  support  command commander, Colonel ROSE, was 
assigned as  an i n v e s t i g a t i n g  o f f i c e r ,  and I go t  involved 
with t h a t ,  somewhat. 

Q - You're r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  one b a s i c a l l y ,  I th ink ,  that 
had t o  do with a VC nurse and some rapings and s o  f o r t h ,  gen­
e r a l l y  north of Quang Ngai? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q - North, and l i t t l e  west of Quang Ngai Ci ty?  

A. I never even knew t h e  exac t  p o s i t i o n ,  b u t  it didn ' t  
souna l i k e  it had anything t o  do with t h i s ,  b u t  t h a t ' s  t h e  
one i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t h a t  I was aware o f .  

Q- Had you ever  heard t h a t  t h e  GVN o r  t h e  ARVN were 
i n v e s t i g a t i n g  some U.S. a c t i v i t y  i n  t h i s  a rea?  

A. NO,  s ir .  
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Q* W e l l ,  t h i s  one f i n a l  one, 2nd t h a t  i s ,  whether o r  
no t  a t  any t i m e  t h a t  you were t h e r e ,  subsequent  +o t h e  mid- 
d l e  of March, you had any cause o r  reason t o  s u s p e c t  t h a t  
something unusual may have taken p lace  i n  t h i s  Son MY V i l ­
l age  o r  My Lai  ( 4 )  a r e a ?  

A. No, sir.  I thought about  t h a t  a l o t ,  b u t  I j u s t
d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  

Q e  W e ' l l  g ive  you t h i s  oppor tun i ty ,  Colonel AUGERSON,
i f  you would l i k e  t o  ask any q u e s t i o n s ,  which you may l i k e  
t o  address  t o  us o r  i f  you'd l i k e  t o  e n t e r  a s t a t emen t  i n t o  
t h e  record .  

A. Well--one ques t ion  I would l i k e  t o  ask t o  perhaps 
r e f r e s h  my memory about Chaplain LEWIS ' mentioning having 
brought up t h e  ma t t e r  wi th  me. Do you r e c a l l  roughly when 
t h i s  conversa t ion  might have taken place--perhaps no-­

MR MACCRATE: ( In t e rpos ing)  I t  would be very s h o r t l y  a f t e r  
you came back from R&R i f  it took p lace .  

I 0 : O r  perhaps even be fo re  you went on R&R. 

A. I went on R&R &out  t h e  13th--

Q s  ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )  The 13th .  So it would be j u s t  a f t e r  
you came back? 

A. A f t e r  I came back, and f o r  perhaps,  o r  j u s t  because 
i t ' s  a b i t  dep res s ing  coming back from R&R. My memory . o f  t h a t  
per iod  i s  r a t h e r  vague, I ' m  s o r r y  t o  say .  

MR MACCRATE: H e  would have presumably, have rece ived  t h e  
information whi le  you were on R&R, and w e  would f i x  the  d a t e  
t h a t  he r ece ived  t h e  r e p o r t  somewhere around t h e  18th  of 
March, and you r e tu rned ,  I b e l i e v e  you s a i d  around t h e  22na? 

A. Thereabouts.  

Q. Thereabouts.  So t h a t  it would be very e a r l y  i n  t h e  
t ime t h a t  you were r e tu rn ing .  
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10: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  r e c e s s  a t  t h i s  t i m e .  Thank you 
very much. 

(The h e a r i n g  r eces sed  a t  1600 hour s ,  4 March 1970 . )  



I 

SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS : BALMER, J . D . ,  Jr. , COL 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 18 December 1969 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: A s s i s t a n t  Chief o f  
S t a f f ,  G3, A m e r i c a 1  Div is ion .  

1. PRIOR T R A I N I N G  I N  RULES OF LAND WARFARE. 

a .  I n  t h e  u n i t s  p r i o r  t o  a r r i v a l  i n  t h e  America1 
~ i v i s i o n .  

Advance p a r t i e s  from t h e  198 th ,  wh i l e  it w a s  
a t  F o r t  Hood, and t h e  11 th  I n f a n t r y  Br igade ,  wh i l e  it was 
i n  Hawaii,  came t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n  and r ece ived  packe t s  w i th  
t h e  "Nine Rules" ( E x h i b i t  M-2) and "Enemy i n  Your Hands" 
( E x h i b i t  M-3), and cop ie s  of t h e  e x i s t i n g  d r a f t  SOP 
(pg. 3 2 ) .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  persons  who came wi th  a u n i t  
were prov ided  a packe t  c o n t a i n i n g  t h e s e  c a r d s  b e f o r e  
a r r i v a l  i n  t h e  count ry  (pg.  4 4 ) .  

In-country  b r i e f i n g .  

The o r i e n t a t i o n  of t h e  u n i t s  upon t h e i r  a r r i v a l  
inc luded  a s t r e s s  by t h e  cha in  of command on t h e  m a t t e r  o f  
t r ea tmen t  o f  noncombatants and t h e  r u l e s  o f  engagement 
(pg. 3 2 ) .  The u n i t s  a l s o  r ece ived  an on-the-job o r i e n t a t i o n  
as t h e y  phased o u t  p r i o r  u n i t s  i n  an A 0  (pg.  4 4 ) .  There ­
a f t e r ,  replacements  went through a one week course  i n  Chu 
L a i  a t  t h e  Arnerical D iv i s ion  Combat Cen te r ,  which inc luded  
c l a s s e s  and a packe t  of in format ion  c o n t a i n i n g  t h e  re ­
q u i r e d  c a r d s  (pg.  4 4 ) .  Every Thursday morning, General  
KOSTER g r e e t e d  t h e  replacements  p e r s o n a l l y ,  and emphasized 
t h e  r u l e s  of  engagement, t r e a t m e n t  of c i v i l i a n s ,  handl ing  
of p r i s o n e r s ,  e t c .  (pg.  32) . A l l  i n d i v i d u a l s  were aware 
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of  t h e  r u l e s  governing combat o p e r a t i o n s  (pg.  3 2 ) ,  whether 
t hey  were MACV o r  I11 MAF (pg. 33) . 
2. PREOPERATIONAL PLANS AND BRIEFINGS. 

c o l o n e l  BALMER was on RSR i n  Hong Kong on 16 March 
and d i d  n o t  r e t u r n  u n t i l  e i t h e r  17 o r  18 March (pgs .  6,22, 
3 4 ) .  L i eu t enan t  Colonel  Will iam KELLY w a s  a c t i n g  G 3  dur ing  
h i s  absence (pgs .  4 , 6 ) .  Upon BALMER's r e t u r n ,  KELLY and 
Major BENN reviewed f o r  him t h e  p r i n c i p a l  o p e r a t i o n s ,  
b r igade  by b r i g a d e ,  du r ing  h i s  absence (pg.  6)  . The body 
count  of 128 VC was cons ide red  s i g n i f i c a n t  (pg.  7 ) .  

3 .  ASSAULT ON MY LAI. 

a. BALMER'S r e c o l l e c t i o n  o f  t h e  a s s a u l t .  

He s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  was a t h r e e  minute p rep  
which s a t u r a t e d  t h e  l and ing  zone (pg. l o ) ,  sou thwes t  o f  
t h e  o b j e c t i v e  a r e a ,  and t h a t  C/1/20 w a s  i n t r o d u c e d  a t  
LZ 1 ( E x h i b i t  MAP-1) t o  move nor thwest  towards t h e  My 
~ a i( 4 )  hamlet  (pg.  7) . H e  l a t e r  s t a t e d  t h a t  f o u r  105 ' s  
could f i r e  o n l y  a  very  l i g h t  p r e p  (pg. 1 0 ) .  Another 
company was b lock ing  n o r t h  of  t h e  a r e a  (pg.  7) . No 
o p p o s i t i o n  was encountered a s  t hey  moved i n  i n i t i a l l y .  
Then they  came under heavy f i r e  (pg. 8 ) .  The f a c t  t h a t  
it was a  h o t  LIZwas r e c e n t l y  l ea rned  by BALMER i n  General  
WILWELL's o f f i c e  from e i t h e r  Major WATKE o r  L ieu t enan t  
Colonel  FRANKLIN (pg. 2 0 ) .  I n  t h e  ensu ing  a c t i o n ,  t hey  
took a  heavy t o l l  o f  t h e  48th VC att tali on (pg. 8 ) .  hey 
then  went through t h e  o b j e c t i v e  a r e a  t o  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  f o r  
a  n i g h t  ho ld ing  p o s i t i o n  w i t h  B/4/3 and t h e  n e x t  day 
they  were l i f t e d  o u t  (pg.  8 ) .  A p l an  t o  have t h e  
companies sweep t o  t h e  wes t  back through t h e  o b j e c t i v e  
a r e a  then  t o  LZ ~ o t t i e  was d i s c a r d e d  due t o  m i n e f i e l d s  
l e f t  by t h e  ROK Marines (pg.  8)  . 

b .  I  d  and t h e  
body count .  

H e  exp la ined  t h e  d i s p a r i t y  was due t o  t h e  s k i l l  
o f  t h e  enemy i n  r ecove r ing  weapons, as on ly  two o r  t h r e e  
i n d i v i d u a l  weapons were cap tured  t o  a  body count  o f  128 
(pg. 8 ) .  He s t a t e d  t h a t  he  was qu izzed  on t h i s  du r ing  
l a t e r  b r i e f i n g s  (pgs .  8,9)  , which he gave t o  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  
v i s i t o r s  (pg. 12)  , b u t  t h a t  it was n o t  of  s u f f i c i e n t  
s i g n i f i c a n c e  t o  have it checked i n t o  (pg. 9), and he never  
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knew of any e f f o r t s  t o  account f o r  t h e  d i s p a r i t y  (pg.14). 
The cap tu re  of a cache was t h e  only t i m e  t h a t  weapons 
would be taken i n  q u a n t i t y  (pg. 8 ) .  The l a r g e  body counts 
were common during T e t ,  which t h i s  c l o s e l y  followed (pg.9).  

c. Dispar i ty  between t h e  enemy and f r i e n d l y  K I A .  

This d i s p a r i t y  i n d i c a t e d  a  very success fu l  
opera t ion ,  and was n o t  t h a t  unusual (pg. 11). There were 
no e f f o r t s  made, t o  h i s  knowledge, t o  account f o r  t h i s  
(pg. 1 4 ) .  The same r a t i o s  occurred during Teie (pg. 11) 
Here, it was due t o  a  combination of  a r t i l l e r y ,  gunships, 
e t c .  (pg. 1 2 ) .  

4 .  INQUIRIES CONCERNING THE ASSAULT. 

a. Divis ion SOP o r  r egu la t ions  on r e p o r t i n g  c i v i l i a n  
c a s u a l t i e s .  

BALMER s t a t e d  t h a t  he d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  a s p e c i f i c  
requirement t o  r e p o r t  c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s  t h a t  was s p e l l e d  
ou t  i n  d i v i s i o n  SOP (pg. 1 2 ) ,  nor was t h e r e  a requirement 
t o  r e p o r t  it t o  h igher  headquarters  (pgs. 13,21) .  I f  he 
had rece ived  such a  r e p o r t ,  he would have passed it on 
(pg. 1 2 ) .  C i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s  were n o t  regarded a s  an S I R  
o r  a Blue B e l l ,  bu t  were r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  opera t ion  i t s e l f ,  
and would have been i n  t h e  SITREP (pg. 1 3 ) .  The br igade 
had no i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  r e p o r t  c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s  b u t  he 
d i d  expect  them t o  r e p o r t  s i g n i f i c a n t  matters, based on 
t h e i r  judgement (pg. 2 2 ) .  He f u r t h e r  s t a t e d  t h a t  it 
would be p o s s i b l e  t o  coverup t h e  death of  a number of 
c i v i l i a n s ,  i f  t h e  t a sk  fo rce  commander, i n  concer t  with 
t h e  company commander, repor ted  a few of t h e  dea ths ,  and 
t o l d  t h e i r  men n o t  t o  d i scuss  t h e  mat ter  (pg. 28) .  There 
was no d i v i s i o n  l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r  t o  r e p o r t  back, but  usual ly  
t h e  Commanding General, o r  one of t h e  A D C ' s  would be i n  t h e  
a rea  of  a combat opera t ion  (pg. 27) .  The company, on i t s  
own, he f e l t ,  could n o t  have covered up something of t h i s  
magnitude (pg. 27) .  

b. I n v e s t i g a t i o n s  i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n .  

H e  f e l t  t h a t  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  would s t a r t  a t  
b a t t a l i o n  l e v e l  i f  necessary,  o r  a t  br igade ,  depending on 
t h e  s e v e r i t y  of t h e  i n c i d e n t ,  and s t a t e d  t h a t  i f  a  number 
of c i v i l i a n s  were k i l l e d  by gunship o r  a r t i l l e r y  it would 
have been i n v e s t i g a t e d  (pg. 1 4 ) .  H e  never heard of an 

(BALMER) 3 SUM APP T-26 



t h e  ( 

and 
c a s u  
used 

o f f i  

h i s  

w i t h  
may 

B r i g  
a ho 

BAXL 

h i s  
p roc  
to  1 

t a i l  

and 

~ 

i n v e s t i g a t i o n  b e i n g  d i r e c t e d  (pg. l 6 ) ,  a l t h o u g h  he  would 
n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  have  been aware o f  it (Pg. 1 8 ) . I Ie  would ha 
f o u n d  out, he f e e l s ,  f rom t h e  c l o s e  i n t e r w o r k i n g  o f  t h e  
s t a f f  (pq. 1 8 ) .  S e r i o u s  i n c i d e n t s  d i d  w a r r a n t  i n v e s t i . g a t i o n  
(pg .  2 1 )  and he f e l t  t h a t  t h i s  w a s  emphasized s o  t h a t  
each  commander knew t h a t  c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s  would b e  
i n v e s t j . g a t e d  (pq .  3 4 ) .  The i n v e s t i g a t i o n  would n o t  b e  
conducted  as f o r m a l l y  as an  a r t i l l e r y  o r  gunsh ip  i n c i d e n t  
(pgs .  23,  3 4 ) .  

5.  REPORTS OF INVESTIGATION. 

a .  Combat a c t i o n  r e p o r t .  

E x h i b i t  R-2, t h e  Combat ~ c t i o n  Repor t ,  was n o t  
r e c a l l e d  a s  hav inq  been s e e n  (pq. 1 5 ) ,  b u t  he d i d  f e e l  
t h a t  it was u n u s u a l  f o r  an a f t e r  a c t i o n  r-eport t o  c o v e r  
such  a s h o r t  p e r i o d ,  one day (pg. 1 5 ) .  

b . HENDERSON' s r e p o r t .  

The i n c l o s u r e s  o f  E x h i b i t  R-1  were n o t  r e c a l l e d  
a s  hav ing  been s e e n  (pgs .  1 8 ,  1 9 ) ,  b u t  he f e l t  t h a t  t h e  
u s e  o f  a s p e c i f i c  d a t e  and t i m e  was unusua l  i n  propaganda 
(pg.  1 9 ) .  

6 .  OTHER INFORMATION, 

a .  H e  had no knowledge t h a t  Genera l  KOSTER c o u n t e r -  
manded a n  o r d e r  o f  HENDERSON'S f o r  C/1/20 t o  sweep back 
th rough  t h e  a r e a .  

b .  H e  had n e v e r  h e a r d  o f  a c o n f r o n t a t i o n  between 
a v i a t i o n  p e r s o n n e l  and ground p e r s o n n e l  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  
o f  My L a i  ( 4 )  (pg. 1 4 ) .  

c. H e  d e s c r i b e d  how t h e  morning and e v e n i n g  b r i e f i n g s  
were conducted  and t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  between them (pgs .  16,171 
and s t a t e d  t h a t  HOLLADAY was a d a i l y  p a r t i c i p a n t  and 
c o n s i d e r e d  a " r e g u l a r "  (pgs .  19 ,  2 0 ) .  

d .  E x h i b i t  D-5, America1 Regu la t ion  525-4, d a t e d  
16 March 1968,  he  s t a t e d  was developed by Major SAINT 
and L i e u t e n a n t  Co lone l  KELLY (pg. 2 9 ) .  
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f .  H e  had p r i o r  d iscuss ions  w i t h  t h e  fol lowing 
  

personnel: 
  


(1)Lieutenant  Colonel BAXLEY, his successor  a s  
  
t he  d i v i s i o n  G3 (pg. 3 ) ;  
  

(2)  Lieutenant  Colonel GRANGER, h i s  predecessor  
  
a s  t h e  d i v i s i o n  G3 (pg. 4 ) ;  
  

( 3 )  Lieutenant  Colonel KELLY, t h e  a c t i n g  G3 
 

a t  t h e  t ime of t h e  My Lai i n c i d e n t  (pg. 4 ) ;  
  


( 4 )  General KOSTER, who telephoned him Cpg. 4 )  
  
and d iscussed  t h e  requirements f o r  r e p o r t i n g  c i v i l i a n  
  
c a s u a l t i e s  t o  h igher  headquarters ,  and t h e  abbrev ia t ions  
  
used i n  SITREP's  (pg. 2 2 ) ;  
  

(5)  General STILWELL and General KERWIN, i n  an 
 
o f f i c i a l  r e p o r t i n g  capaci ty  (pg. 4 )  ; 
 

(6)  Colonel TREXLER, who was t h e  d i v i s i o n  G 2  and 
h i s  t r a i l e r  mate (pg. 4 ) ;  

( 7 )  Lieutenant  Colonel SAINT, who was then a
 

Major and h i s  deputy i n  G3 (pg. 4 ) ;  
  


( 8 )  Major WATKE, j u s t  before  and a f t e r  speaking 
 
with General STILLWELL s e v e r a l  weeks back (pg. 5 ) .  WATKE 
 
may have t o l d  him it was a h o t  LZ (pg. 20) ; and 
 

( 9 )  Lieutenant  Colonel FRANKLIN, of t h e  11th  
  

Brigade, may a l s o  have been t h e  one who t o l d  him it was 
 

a ho t  LZ (pg. 20) .  
  


BAXLEY, GRANGER, KELLY, and SAINT were used t o  r e f r e s h  
h i s  memory on r u l e s  of engagement, SOP and r e p o r t i n g  
procedures. 'He  d i d  n o t  ask about s p e c i f i c s  with regard  
t o  1 6  March (pg. 5 ) .  

4. He discussed  t h e  formation and background of the  
America1 Divis ion on pages 36 through 47. He a l s o ' p o i n t e d  o u t :  

(1) That HENDERSON d i d  n o t  l i k e  t h e  i d e a  of a 
 

tai lor-made u n i t  (pg. 39) ; 
 


. . (2 )  A formal breakdown of t h e  ADCs f o r  opera t ions  
and suppor t  was d i f f i c u l t .  One had t h e  southern h a l f  of t h e  
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d i v i s i o n  f o r  awhile,  and the  o t h e r  had t h e  n o r t h  
(pg. 4 1 )  ; and 

( 3 )  H e  usua l ly  contacted t h e  I11 MAF G 3  
d a i l y  (pg. 42).  
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SUMMARY OF RECALL TESTIMONY 

WITNESS, BALMER, Jesmond D. CQL 

DATE O F  TESTI'MONY.: 13 'February 1970 

PLACE OF TESTXMONY: . Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 
* 

DUTY. ASSIGNMENT ON 1 6  MARCH 1968: G3,P;merical Divis ion.  

1. DISCUSSION WITH CWLAIN LEWIS. 

The wi tness  had i n d i c a t e d  on h i s  i n i t i a l  appearance 
before t h e  board t h a t  he had no knowledge of t h e  i n c i d e n t  
a t  My Lai (4) Cpg. 491 .  H e  was read  a p a r t  of Chaplain 
LEWIS' testimony conerning an a l l e g e d  d i scuss ion  i n  BALMER's 
o f f i c e  (pgs. 50, 51) .  The wi tness  s t a t e d  t h a t  he d i d  no t  
remember t h e  d i scuss ion ,  although he would normally converse 
with LEWIS d a i l y  during t h e  d inner  hour (pg. 511. He s t a t e d  
he could n o t  r e c a l l  LEWIS coming t o  h i s  o f f i c e  t o  t a l k  of  
any s u b j e c t  Cpg. 52). He d i d  n o t  know t h e  name My Lai (42 
p r i o r  t o  i t s  appearance i n  t h e  newspapers, a s  they would 
use coord ina tes ,  and he never heard LEWIS use it, o r  t h e  
t e r m  Son My Vi l l age ,  Tu Cung, o r  Co Luy (pg. 532. He d i d  no t  
r e c a l l  LEWIS mentioning anything about Task Force Barker; 
a  warrant  o f f i c e r  a v i a t o r ;  Major CRESWELL; o r  a chapla in  
from d i v i s i o n  a r t i l l e r y  Cpg. 532. The wi tness  had known 
LEWIS previous ly  and was fond of him, hold ing  him i n  h ighes t  
regard.  He f e l t  t h a t  LEWIS was t a l k a t i v e  and was keenly 
i n t e r e s t e d  i n  a l l  opera t ions  of  t h e  d i v i s i o n  Cpg. 541. 
He f e l t  t h a t  i f  LEWIS had come i n t o  some knowledge of  a 
l a rge  number o f  c i v i l i a n s  being i n d i s c r i m i n a t e l y  k i l l ec j  
t h a t  it would be expected t h a t  LEWIS should have taken it 
t o  e i t h e ~  t h e  command element o r  t h e  ch ie f  of s t a f f .  He 
agreed he a l s o  could have gone t o  t h e  SJA o r  t h e  I G  Cpgs. 
55, 56L. I t  would no t  be l o g i c a l  t h a t  t h i s  would be checked 
through chapla ins  channels,  f o r  t h e  G 5  would even be a 
b e t t e r  s t a r t i n g  p o i n t  Qgs .  56, 571. 
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2. RELATION$H.I.P$ KLTK GENERAL KOSTER. 

The wi tness  s t a t e d  t h a t  as t h e  G 3  he was bound t o  t h e  
TOC and d i a  n o t  t r a v e l  genera l ly  @g. 551. He s t a t e d  t h a t  
a c t u a l l y  General KOSTER ac ted  as  t h e  G 3 ,  and t h a t  he 
operated on a " four th  a s s i s t a n t  G 3  l e v e l "  Cpgs. 55, 561. 
He s t a t e d  t h a t  he d i d  c e r t a i n  planning and t r i e d  t o  keep 
t h e  TOC going, bu t  t h a t  he d id  no t  opera te  i n  a G3 r o l e  
a s  it i s  normally thought of @g. 561. The wi tness  
s t a t e d  t h a t  i n  December 1967, General RYDER was one of  t h e  
A D C 1 s  and enjoyed a  c l o s e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  with General KOSTER. 
When RYDER l e f t ,  YOUNG took h i s  p lace ,  and Colonel GALLOWAY 
became t h e  ADC f o r  l o g i s t i c s  b g .  57) .  KOSTER then  
c e n t r a l i z e d  more and more of  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  i n t o  h i s  hands 
alone Cpg. 581. Colonel MUSER, t h e  ch ie f  of  s t a f f  .- who 
departed i n  e a r l y  February,  go t  along we l l  wi th  KOSTER. 
Colonel PARSON d i d  n o t  and t h e  wi tness  f e l t  t h a t  from t h e  
time PARSON became t h e  chief  of s t a f f  th ings  " s t a r t e d  
f a l l i n g  down f a s t "  i n  t h e i r  coordina t ion ,  genera l  
atmosphere around t h e  headquar ters ,  and morale. He f e l t  
it was a g r e a t  setback f o r  t h e  d i v i s i o n  when t h e  change 
of  c h i e f s  of  s t a f f  occurred Cpg. 58) .  He s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  
atmosphere of t h e  d i v i s i o n  was n o t  good i n  December, and 
was t e r r i b l e  by mid-February. The witness  blamed it on the  
f a c t  t h a t  KOSTER had no confidence and d i d  n o t  t r u s t  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  PARSON Cpg. 592. IIe a l s o  s t a t e d  t h a t  
when a r eques t  came t o  him t o  command t h e  52d A r t i l l e r y  
Group, KOSTER pigeon-holed it f o r  one month and resen ted  
t h e  wi tness '  l eav ing  (pgs. 59, 60) . He s t a t e d  t h a t  he 
thought Colonel ANISTRANSKI g o t  along f a i r l y  w e l l  wi th t h e  
genera l  Cpg. 602, b u t  t h a t  ANISTRANSKI along wi th  TREXLER, 
WALL, and CLARK a l l  were t r e a t e d  approximately t h e  same 
way Cpg. 611 .  

3 .  	  PLANNING OF AN OPERATION. 

a. 	 The Genera l ' s  c o n t r o l  over  o p e r a t i o n a l  planninq. 

The wi tness  s t a t e d  t h a t  General KOSTER would receive 
a11 phone c a l l s  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  G 3  opera t ions  dur ing  t h e  
n i g h t ,  because t h e  genera l  had become upse t  when t h e  witness 
hqd once s e t  up a warning o rde r  t o  a v i a t i o n  u n i t s  (pg. 621. 
The witness  s t a t e d  n o m a l l y  t h e  OPLAN would be submit ted 
t o  d i v i s i o n  f o r  any opera t ion  which would. involve more than 
one company. He s t a t e d  t h a t  i f  a  w r i t t e n  o r d e r  and p lan  
d i d  no t  g e t  t o  d i v i s i o n ,  t h e  br igade o r  t a s k  f o r c e  
  

~0mIUanders would s t i l l  g e t  General KOSTER1s c learance  before , 
 

a c t i n g  @g. 6 4 1 .  The witness  s t a t e d  t h a t  KOSTER. f requent ly  ' 
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would c l e a r  t h e  p lan ,  through v i s i t i n g  t h e  br igade  ox t a sk  
f a r c e  h e a a p a r t e r s  and would neg lec t  t o  inform the G 3  u n t i l  
t h e  opera t ion  w a s  i n  pyogress Cpg. 641. He maintained h i s  
con t ro l  oyer  t h e  b a t t a l i o n s  and br igades  i n  t h a t  he con­
t r o l l e d  a l l  a i r c r a f t  and a i r c r a f t  a l l o c a t i o n s  Cpg. 651. 

b. .~ h e \ s d n-...Myx... opera t ion .. . ­

The wi tness  s t a t e d  t h a t  i f  t h e r e  was no p lan  f o r  
t h e  opera t ion ,  t h e  approval would be given e i t h e r  over  t h e  
telephone o r  most probably through a  personal  v i s i t  from 
t h e  br igade commander Cpg. 65l .  

c. I n t e l l i g e n c e  information. 

The wi tness  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  G2 had an i n t e l l i g e n c e  
f l a w  from t h e  subordina te  u n i t s  Cpg. 661 I n  an ins tance  
such as  t h e  d iscrepancy over  t h e  l o c a t i o n  of t h e  48th 
Local Force B a t t a l i o n ,  it was p o s s i b l e  t h a t  Task Force Barker 
had " t h e  b e s t  a v a i l a b l e  i n t e l l i g e n c e w  and they considered 
t h e i r  source i n  e s t ima t ing  t h e  presence of t h e  u n i t  (pg.67).  

4 .  WITNESS ' KNOWAEDGE OF PROPAGANDA LEAFLETS. 

The wi tness  was shown a  number of e x h i b i t s  (See Exhibi t  
  
L i s t ,  i n f r a ) ,  most of  which he d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  s ee ing  
  
Cpgs. 68-70). The witness  d i d  recognize Inc losure  1, t o 
  
Exhib i t  M-36, which was VC propaganda inc losed  i n  a  memo 
t o  t h e  commander of t h e  2d ARVN Division (pg. 6 8) . He d i d  
no t  know where he had seen t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  document and f e l t  
t h a t  poss ib ly  Colonel TREXLER had shown it t o  him (pg. 6 8 ) .  

5. KNOWLEDGE OF HENDERSON' S  REPORT. 

The wi tness  s t a t e d  t h a t  he had no knowledge of a l e t t e r  
w r i t t e n  by General KOSTER t o  Colonel HENDERSON, d i r e c t i n g  
him t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  i n c i d e n t  and submit a r e p o r t  Cpg.71). 
The wi tness  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  time he saw Exh ib i t  R-1 ,  
which. was HENDERSON' s r e p o r t ,  was on h i s  f i r s t  appearance 
before  t h e  board (pg. 721. Most of  t h e  f i l e s  maintained a t  
G 3  were concerned with opera t ions ,  and c l a s s i f i e d  documents 
were kep t  i n  a s a f e  i n  t h e  p lans  o f f i c e  adjacent  t o  t h e  TOC 
@g. 731. The witness  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  was a  procedure t o  
go through and p e r i o d i c a l l y  c lean  o u t  t h e  f i l e s .  He s a i d  t h a t  
they would burn documents which were no longer  necessary 
using a c e r t i f i c a t e  of des t ruc t ion .  I f  t h e  document was 
important it would be r e t i r e d  (pg. 7 3 ) .  
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EXHIBITS 

EXHIBIT 
NUMBER DESCRIPTION NOTES PAGES' 

( L e t t e r  from TAN t o  [ w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  I 
 

M-28 K H I E N  (28 M a r  68) read .  68 
 


L e t t e r  from TAN t o  K H I E N  Witness d i d  n o t  
  

M-29 (11Apr 68) (Son Tinh r e c a l l  document. 
 


D i s t ) 
  


Witness had n o t1 RODRIGUEZ'S  Sta tement  seen b e f o r e .  
  

Witness had n o t .  
  


Census Grievance Report  seen b e f o r e .  
  

Witness had n o t  
  


M-35 VC propaganda seen b e f o r e .  
  

Memo f o r  DC,2d ARVN Witness thought  
  


M-36 I Div ( ~ n c l o s u r eI vc he had seen  it. 
 


-

I n c l o s u r e  1 t o  Witness d i d  n o t  
R- 1 Henderson's  Report  r e c a l l .  70,72 
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SUMMARY OF RECALL TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: BALMER, Jesmond D . ; ,  COL 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 28 February 1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: G3, Americal Division. 

1. DISCUSSION OF THE B U S I N G T O N  TRAIL OPERATION. 

The wi tness  i n  response t o  ques t ioning  concerning t h e  
Burlington T r a i l  and Norfolk Victory opera t ions  s t a t e d  
they were t h e  l a s t  two opera t ions  t h a t  he had any 
p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  a s  f a r  a s  planning was concerned (pg. 77) .  
The opera t ions  which s t a r t e d  on 8 Apr i l  began a  week 
p r i o r  t o  h i s  depar ture .  He descr ibed  Burl ington T r a i l  
a s  an a t tempt  t o  expand t h e  opera t ions  t o  t h e  west i n  o rde r  
t o  open t h e  road i n t o  t h e  s p e c i a l  fo rces  camp a t  Tien Phuoc, 
a s  w e l l  a s  t o  r e p a i r  br idges  i n  o r d e r  t o  have a land a r t e r y  
t o  Tien Phuoc (pg. 77) . I t  was a l s o  an e f f o r t  t o  br ing  t h e  
ARVN i n t o  t h e  Americal Divis ion opera t ions  t o  an inc reas ing  
e x t e n t  (pg. 7 7 ) .  He descr ibed  i n  d e t a i l  t h e  u n i t s  involved 
and base a r e a  117 (pgs. 78,79) . He descr ibed  t h e  performance 
of t h e  ARVN a s  being very f i n e  and encourgaging (pg. 80) . 
He s t a t e d  t h a t  i n  t h e  Burlington T r a i l  a r e a  and t h e  Wheeler-. . 
Wallowa a r e a  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  enemy, was t h e  2d NVA Divis ion 
(pg. 80) .  I n  response t o  a ques t ion  concerning General 
KOSTER's r o l e  i n  t h e  planning of t h e  opera t ion  with .Colonel 
TOAN, he  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  was cooperat ion on t h e  very e a r l y  
planning i n  t h e  d e l i n e a t i o n  of  t h e  a r e a  of  t h e  opera t ions  
and f o r  t h e  coordina t ion  with t h e  ARVN (pg. 81) .  He re ­
counted i n  d e t a i l  t h e  planning phase (pgs. 82, 83) , and 
s t a t e d  t h a t  General KOSTER d i d  n o t  concent ra te  on t h e  
Burlington T r a i l  opera t ions  more than he was paying a t t e n t i o n  
t o  Wheeler-Wallowa because KOSTER covered t h e  e n t i r e  d i v i s i o n ' s  
a r e a  of  opera t ions  (pg. 83) . He s t a t e d  t h a t  KOSTER made 
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f requent  v i s i t s  t o  t h e  Quang Ngai a rea  and t o  Duc Pho 
(pg. 8 3 ) .  He f e l t  t h a t  General YOUNG'S r o l e  a t  t h i s  time 
wasshi f t ing  from t h a t  of  support  i n t o  t h a t  of  opera t ions  
(pg. 83) . He d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  HENDERSON p a r t i c i p a t i n g  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  opera t ion  and d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  HENDERSON 
coming t o  d i v i s i o n  headquarters  s p e c i f i c a l l y  t o  p lan  
Norfolk Victory (pg. 84) . H e  f e l t  t h a t  t h e  planning f o r  
t h e  br igades  was done a t  br igade l e v e l  by t h e  d i v i s i o n  
commander o r  General YOUNG (pg. 84) .  He d i d  n o t  t h i n k  
t h a t  General KOSTER was any b u s i e r  during t h i s  per iod  
than he was during o t h e r  per iods  and t h a t  t h e  opera t ions  
d i d  n o t  inc rease  t h e i r  problems a t  d i v i s i o n  (pg. 84)  . 
He s t a t e d  he never accompanied General KOSTER anywhere 
nor d i d  he rece ive  any r e p o r t  from KOSTER about a meeting 
a t  t h e  2d ARVN Divis ion headquarters  with Colonel TOAN 
concerning a le t ter  a l l e g i n g  t h e  death of 500  c i v i l i a n s  
i n  t h e  Son My a rea .  He d i d  s t a t e  t h a t  he rece ived  t h e  
" f a l l  ou t "  of KOSTER's v i s i t  t o  t h e  headquar ters  t o  t h e  
e x t e n t  t h a t  he needed t o  know about it (pg. 8 5 ) .  He 
s t a t e d  t h a t  General KOSTER d i d  n o t  t a l k  wi th  1 
him concerning conversat ions with s e n i o r  ARVN o f f i c i a l s  
o r  br igade commanders. He s t a t e d  he would s e e  KOSTER only 
a t  t h e  evening b r i e f i n g  (pg. 88) .  He d iscussed  General 
KOSTER's  c o n t r o l  over  t h e  d i v i s i o n  down through brigade 
l e v e l  and s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  America1 Divis ion br igades  d i d  
n o t  have t h e  freedom o r  l a t i t u d e  as  d i d  o t h e r  br igades  which 
passed through t h e i r  A0 (pgs. 9 2 ,  9 3 )  . 1 , 

2 .  DISCUSSION OF DIVISION PERSONNEL. 

The wi tness  s t a t e d  t h a t  he d i d  no t  meet Colonel HUTTER 
(pg. 87) . He s t a t e d  t h a t  Colonel PARSON was n o t  i n  any 

way involved i n  the planning of t h e  Burlington T r a i l  
opera t ions  with t h e  PRVN from a t a c t i c a l  s t andpo in t  (pg. 87)-  
He s a i d  t h a t  PARSON, a s  ch ie f  of s t a f f ,  w a s  aware of t h e  
planning b u t  d i d  no t  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  it (pg. 87) .  He f e l t  
t h a t  PARSON had a r o l e  which dea l twi th  mat ters  a f f e c t i n g  
t h e  America1 Divis ion a t  i t s  headquarters .  PARSON very 
in f requen t ly  accompanied KOSTER and had no r o l e  i n  t a c t i c a l  
planning (pgs. 87, 88) . He descr ibed PARSON a s  pr imar i ly  an 
admin i s t r a t ive  type  of ch ie f  of  s t a f f  who was e s s e n t i a l l y  
bound t o  t h e  TOC (pg. . 9 2 )  . He descr ibed an i n c i d e n t  i n  
which t h e  G3 h e l i c o p t e r  was redesignated a s  t h e  ch ie f  of 
s t a f f  I s  h e l i c o p t e r  (pgs. 9 3, 9 4 )  . He f e l t  t h a t  PARSON,. 
being under cons iderable  p ressu re ,  extended t h e  c o n s t r a i n t s  
t o  me wi tness  ' job (pg. 94) . The wi tness  s t a t e d  t h a t  he 
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d id  n o t  r e c a l l  Chaplain LEWIS making a r e p o r t  t o  him i n  
h i s  o f f i c e  (pg. 95) .  The wi tness  f e l t  t h a t  Colonel 
AUGERSON, p r e s e n t l y  s t a t i o n e d  a t  Walter Reed, was an a s t u t e  
observer of t h e  temper and tone of t h e  d i v i s i o n  s t a f f  
and might g ive  h e l p f u l  testimony (pg. 95) . 
3. OTHER 1NFORMATION.BEARING ON THE INCIDENT AT MY LAI .  

a .  The wi tness  d i d  n o t  f e e l  t h a t  t h e r e  was any 
permissiveness i n  t e r n s  of t h e  t roops  dea l ing  with women 
(pg. 92) .  He d i d  no t  eve r  hea r  of a case  involving m i s ­
conduct with women, rape,  o r  t h e  k i l l i n g  and shoot ing of 
women and c h i l d r e n  (pg. 94). 

b. He s t a t e d  t h a t  it was p o s s i b l e  t h a t  o p e r a t i o n a l  
a c t i v i t i e s  would overshadow o r  tend t o  submerge a c t i o n  
on l e t t e r s  o r  VC propaganda (pg. 9 1 )  . He f e l t  t h a t  
t h i s  may have been magnified by t h e  g e n e r a l ' s  f a i l u r e  
t o  t ake  f u l l  b e n e f i t  of t h e  s t a f f  (pgs. 91, 9 2 )  . 

, 
c .  I n  d iscuss ing  Task Force Barker ' s  p r i o r  opera t ions  

i n  t h e  Son My a r e a  an 13  and 2 3  February,  he s t a t e d  t h a t  
he d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  anyone chal lenging  t h e  body count of 
78 with no weapons captured (pg. 45) .  He d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  
anyone ques t ioning  t h e  t o t a l  of 1 4 6  K I A  and f i v e  weapons 
being captured  on these  p r i o r  opera t ions  (pg. 9 6 ) .  He 
s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  Burlington T r a i l  operation,which r e s u l t e d  
i n  170 enemy K I A  and 48 i n d i v i d u a l  weapons captured,was 
no t  compared with t h e  a n  My a rea  (pg. 97) . H e  descr ibed  
t h e  enemy a s  masters i n  p o l i c i n g  up combat gear  (pg, 97) 

(BALMER) SUM APP T-26B 
 


FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY I 



- - 

Dee1 


I0: 

RCDR 
PEER: 
MAJ : 

C h i e  
call 


I0 : 
ques 

t h e  
U n i t  
fact  

i n q u  
w i t h  
refe 


of i 
t o  f 

r e v j  
off j 

undc 
tap( 
verl 
gent 

(BA: 

i 

FOR O F F I C I A L  USE ONLY 

E X H I B I T  
NUMBER 

P - 2 3 3  

E X H I B I T S  

DESCRIPTION NOTES 
P h o t o  of BALMER, KOSTER, ' ~ n t e r e di n t o  
and HENDERSON, e tc .  evidence. 

PAGES 

90 
 

SUM APP T-26B 
  


FOR O F F I C I A L  USE ONLY 
 




FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

(The hear ing  reconvened a t  1025 hours ,  18 
December 1969. ) 

I0: The hear ing  w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  

RCDR: The following named persons a r e  p r e s e n t :  LTG 
PEERS, MR WEST, MR MACCRATE, COL WILSON,  COL FRANKLIN,  and 
MAJ LYNN. 

The nex t  witness  i s  Colonel J . D .  BALMER, Jr. 

(COL BALMER, Jr. , ! Off ice  of t h e  
Chief,  L e g i s l a t i v e  Lia ison ,  Pentagon, washington, D .C. , was 
c a l l e d  a s  a  wi tness ,  was sworn, and t e s t i f i e d  a s  follows : )  

I0: Colonel BALMER, before we proceed wi th  any 
ques t ions  I s h a l l  inform you of s e v e r a l  ma t t e r s .  

This  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was d i r e c t e d  j o i n t l y  by 
t h e  Sec re ta ry  of t h e  Army and t h e  Chief of S t a f f  of t h e  
United S t a t e s  Army, f o r  t h e  purpose of determining t h e  
f a c t s  and making recommendations concerning two mat ters :  

(1) t h e  adequacy of p r i o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  and 
i n q u i r i e s  i n t o ,  and t h e  subsequent reviews and r e p o r t s  
wi th in  t h e  chain  of  command, of what i s  now commonly 
r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  t h e  My Lai i n c i d e n t  of 1 6  March 1968, and 

( 2 )  t h e  poss ib le  suppression o r  withholding 
of information by any person who,had a  duty t o  r e p o r t  and 
t o  f u r n i s h  information concerning t h i s  i n c i d e n t .  

This i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i s  n o t  being conducted t o  
i n v e s t i g a t e  a11 t h e  f a c t s  and circumstances a s  t o  what 
happened a t  My Lai .  I t  i s  d i r e c t e d  a t  those  s p e c i f i c  
purposes of which I have j u s t  s t a t e d .  

I have had made a v a i l a b l e  t o  m e  and have 
reviewed p r i o r  o f f i c i a l  s ta tements  obta ined  i n  o t h e r  
o f f i c i a l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  of t h e  My Lai  i n c i d e n t .  

Your testimony t h i s  morning w i l l  be  taken 
under oa th .  A verbatim t r a n s c r i p t  w i l l  be prepared. A 
t a p e  recording i s  a l s o  being made i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  
verbatim no tes  being taken by t h e  r e p o r t e r .  Although t h e  
genera l  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of t h e  r e p o r t  w i l l  be c o n f i d e n t i a l ,  

? 
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it i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h e  test imony o r  p a r t s  o f  it may, a t  
a l a t e r  d a t e ,  become p u b l i c  knowledge. 

There a r e  s e v e r a l  people i s  t h i s  room who may 
ask you ques t ions .  On my r i g h t  a r e  Colonel FRANKLIN, from 
ODCSOPS; Colonel WILSON, from t h e  Inspec to r  Genera l ' s  Off ice ;  
and M r .  WEST, from t h e  Off ice  of  t h e  General  Counsel ,  w i l l  
soon j o i n  us .  M r .  WEST has been des igna ted  a s  my deputy.  
A l l  of  them, a r e ,  i n  f a c t ,  my a s s i s t a n t s ,  and they  a r e  auth ­
o r i z e d  t o  ask ques t ions  i n  my b e h a l f .  On my l e f t  i s  M r .  
MACCRATE, who volunteered  t o  t h e  Sec re t a ry  of  t h e  Army t o  
se rve  a s  l e g a l  counsel  t o  me and o t h e r  members of t h e  inves t ­
i g a t i n g  team. H e  l i k e w i s e  may address  q u e s t i o n s  t o  you. In 
t h e  f i n a l  a n a l y s i s ,  however, I have t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of 
weighing t h e  evidence and making t h e  f i n d i n g s  and recomrnend­
a t i o n s . 

You a r e  ordered  n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  your tes t imony 
i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  wi th  o t h e r s ,  i nc lud ing  o t h e r  wi tnesses  
f o r  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  except  i n  t h e  performance of  o f f i c i a l  
d u t i e s  o r  a s  you'may be  r equ i red  t o  do b e f o r e  a competent 
j u d i c i a l  o r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  body. I n  a d d i t i o n ,  you a r e  
caut ioned t h a t  i f  you a r e  s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  o r d e r  i s s u e d  by 
t h e  m i l i t a r y  judge i n  t h e  gene ra l  cour t -mar t i a l  c a s e  of 
t h e  United S t a t e s  v. Ca l l ey ,  your appearance i n  no way 
changes t h e  a p p l i c a b i l i t y  and/or e f f e c t  of t h a t  o rde r .  
Do you have any q u e s t i o n s  a t  t h i s  time? 

A. Is t h e  t r a n s c r i p t  made a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e  
wi tnesses  f o r  review and e d i t o r i a l  purposes ,  o r  do you 
have it made a s  a permanent record  of  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

Q. No, w e  had no t  in tended  such.  I t  i s  be ing  
thoroughly e d i t e d  w i t h i n  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  team and by 
t h e  people who a r e  p r e s e n t  dur ing  t h e  course  of  t h e  
i n q u i r y .  But w e  a r e  n o t  r e f e r r i n g  them t o - t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  
concerned, and it i s  n o t  our  i n t e n t i o n  t o  do so .  

A. Such t r a n s c r i p t s ,  such records  would n o t  be  
a v a i l a b l e  i f  I were t o  be  c a l l e d  be fo re  some o t h e r  body 
o r  c o u r t .  

Q I f  you were c a l l e d  be fo re  such a body, w e  
could make your t r a n s c r i p t  a v a i l a b l e  t o  you t o  r e f r e s h  
your memory a s  t o  what you may have i n d i c a t e d  h e r e .  Do 
you have any o t h e r  ques t ions?  
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A. No, sir. 

Q =  Colonel  BALMER, what w a s  your  du ty  assignment 
. on t h e  1 6 t h  of  March 1968? 

A. A s s i s t a n t  c h i e f  of  s t a f f ,  G3, America1 Div is ion .  

Q- How long  had you been i n  t h a t  c a p a c i t y ?  

A. From 7 December 1967 t o  t h a t  d a t e .  

Q. And how long  a f t e r  t h e  middle o f  March d i d  you 
remain i n  t h a t  capac i ty?  

A. I depa r t ed  t h a t  assignment on t h e  1 5 t h  o f  A p r i l ,  
approximately 1 month fo l lowing  t h a t  d a t e ,  15  A p r i l  1968. 

Q- And who was t h e  o f f i c e r  t h a t  fol lowed you, do 
you know h i s  name? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. L ieu tenan t  Colonel  Will iam J.  BAXLEY. 
B-A-X-L-E-Y. 

Q- Do you know where h e  i s  s t a t i o n e d  a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  
t ime? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  h e  i s  on t h e  s t a f f  and f a c u l t y ,  
  
I n d u s t r i a l  Col lege o f  t h e  Armed Forces ,  F o r t  McNair. 
 I 
 
Q- Colonel  BALMER, p r i o r  t o  t h i s  h e a r i n g  and 
subsequent  t o  t h e  b reak ing  of  t h e  My L a i  i n c i d e n t  i n  
t h e  p r e s s  i n  t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  o f  September--in t h a t  t i m e  
frame--had you t a l k e d  t o  anybody concern ing  t h i s  s i t u -  
a t i o n ,  o r  have you w r i t t e n  t o  anybody concern ing  t h e  My 
L a i  i n c i d e n t ?  

A. I have w r i t t e n  t o  no one,  b u t  I have t a l k e d  
t o  va r ious  i n d i v i d u a l s  concerning My L a i ,  n o t  on ly  i n  t h e  
course  o f  such in format ion  a s  it came b e f o r e  me  i n  t h e  
o f f i c e  of t h e  c h i e f  l e g i s l a t i v e  l i a i s o n ,  a s  a s u b j e c t  of  
Congress ional  i n q u i r y .  A s  t h e  m a t t e r  became p u b l i c  
knowledge, I subsequent ly  had d i s c u s s i o n s  w i t h  o t h e r  
people  who w e r e  t h e r e  a t  t h e  same t i m e .  

Q. Can you name t h o s e  i n d i v i d u a l s ?  
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A. I t a l k e d  t o  Lieutenant  Colonel William J. 
BAXLEY, who followed me as  G3. I t a l k e d  t o  Lieutenant  , 
Colonel C l i n t  GRANGER, who preceded m e  as  G3. Colonel 
GRANGER is  p r e s e n t l y  assigned t o  DCSOPS. I t a l k e d  t o  
Lieutenant  Colonel William KELLEY, assigned t o  Pentagon, 
DCSLOG, who w a s  t h e  a c t i n g  G3 a t  t h e  t i m e  of t h e  My L a i  
mat te r .  I t a l k e d  t o  General KOSTER by telephone- ­

Q- ( In te rpos ing)  Concerning t h i s  i n c i d e n t ?  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q Did he c a l l  you or-­

A. ( In terpos ing)  H e  c a l l e d  me. I t a l k e d  t o  
Colonel TREXLER, ass igned t o  DCSOPS, who was t h e  G2 a t  
t h e  time and my t r a i l e r  make; I t a l k e d  t o  General 
STILWELL; I t a lked  t o  General KERWIN-­

Q ( In terpos ing)  These had been i n  an o f f i c i a l  
r epor t ing  capaci ty  and had nothing t o  do wi th  t h e  i n c i d e n t  
d i r e c t l y ,  i s  t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. That i s  c o r r e c t .  General STILWELL and General 
KERWIN, of course,  w e r e  n o t  p r e s e n t  a t  t h a t  time and were 
not  involved,  or i n  t h e  chain of command i n  d i r e c t  r e l a t i o n  
t o  t h a t .  

Q I an concerned p r i n a r i l y  with t h e  Arnerical 
Divis ion o r  personnel  who were e i t h e r  d i r e c t l y  o r  i n d i r e c t l y  
a s soc ia ted  wi th  t h e  i n c i d e n t .  

A. Lieutenant  Colonel SAINT, Crosbie E.  SAINT, who 
w a s  a t  t h a t  t ime a major and my deputy i n  G3, who i s  present ly  
i n  t h e  o f f i c e r  personnel  d i r e c t o r a t e ,  OPO; of those  who were 
d i r e c t l y  around a t  t h e  t i m e ,  t h a t  w a s  t h e  e x t e n t  of those  
I have t a l k e d  t o  t h a t  I can r e c a l l  up t o  t h i s  t i m e .  

Did you t a l k  t o  Colonel PARSON? 

No, sir. 

Q. Colonel HENDERSON? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  but  no t  about the i n c i d e n t .  I s a w  
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him i n  t h e  hal lway and w e  d i d n ' t  d i s c u s s  anyth ing  excep t  
I pa id  my r e s p e c t s  t o  him i n  t h e  hal lway o u t s i d e  of OCLL. 

Q Colonel  HOLLADAY? 

A. I have n o t  seen  Colonel  HOLLADAY. I t a l k e d  
t o  Major WATKE j u s t  b e f o r e  and j u s t  a f t e r  going i n t o  
General STILWELL's o f f i c e  s e v e r a l  weeks back,  and t h e n  
I saw him once i n  t h e  hal lway.  I have n o t  s een  anyone 
e l s e  t h a t  I can r e c a l l  r i g h t  now i n  t h e  immediate a r e a  
of concern o r  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  

Q- What was t h e  purpose of  t h e s e  d i s c u s s i o n s ?  

A. P r i m a r i l y  i n  t h e  c a s e  o f  Colonel  BAXLEY, 
Colonel SAINT, Colonel  KELLEY, and Colonel  GRANGER-­
t h o s e  w e r e  t h e  fou r  s p e c i f i c  ones--to r e f r e s h  my memory 
i n  t h e  even t  t h a t  I w a s  c a l l e d  b e f o r e  t h i s  o r  any o t h e r  
group concerning q u e s t i o n s  which I could  p o s s i b l y  conce ive ,  
and e s s e n t i a l i y  r u l e s  o f  engagement, SOP, and r e p o r t i n g  
procedures .  Those were t h e  t h r e e  a r e a s .  I w a s  t r y i n g  
t o  r e c a l l  what w a s  p r e v a i l i n g  a t  t h e  t ime--the s t a t u s  of 
our  SOP i n  t h e  America1 Div is ion  a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  o u r  p r e c i s e  
r e p o r t i n g  procedures .  I saw a message up i n  OCLL going 
ou t .  Of c o u r s e ,  it i s  t h e  normal r o u t i n e  t o  d e a l  w i t h  
MACV concerning MAC'J D i r e c t i v e  2C-4.  I a n t i c i p a t e d  t h a t  
I would b e  asked i f  I was aware o f  this--was it p r e s e n t  
down a t  d i v i s i o n ?  So I d i d  ask  t h a t  q u e s t i o n  of Colonel  
GRANGER and Colonel  BAXLEY, i f  t hey  w e r e  aware of it, 
t h a t  was t h e  e x t e n t  o f  my p r e p a r a t i o n .  

Q. Was t h e r e  anyth ing  aimed s p e c i f i c a l l y  a t  t h e  
i n c i d e n t  o f  16 March 1968 and what r e p o r t i n g  and i n v e s t i ­
g a t i on  o r  o the rwi se  may have t r a n s p i r e d ?  

A. No, s i r ,  n o t  any s p e c i f i c s  w i th  r e g a r d  t o  16 
March, j u s t  o u r  g e n e r a l  p rocedures .  

Q- Can you t e l l  m e ,  Colonel  BALMER, when you f i r s t  
heard  of t h e  My L a i  i n c i d e n t  o r  any a c t i v i t y  r e l a t i n g  t o  i t ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  I would say  i n  e a r l y  August it came 
t o  my a t t e n t i o n  t h a t  such an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was be ing  conducted.  

Q. E a r l y  August o f  what yea r?  
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A. This  y e a r ,  1969. That w a s  by t h e  v i r t u e  o f , ­
again,  my assignment i n  t h e  OCLL o f f i c e .  The f a c t  t h a t  
i n q u i r i e s  had been rece ived  concerning t h e  a rea  known a s  
P inkv i l l e .  It meant nothing t o  me a t  t h e  t ime.  I am i n  
t h e  p lans  and opera t ions  d i v i s i o n ,  which i s  one of t h e  
branches. I t  handles  Congressional correspondence, s p e c i a l  ' 
i n q u i r i e s ,  t h i n g s  o f  t h i s  na tu re .  I was only t o l d ,  a t  t h a t  
p o i n t ,  t h a t  t h e r e  was a mat ter  concerning P i n k v i l l e  which 
I could be hea r ing  about l a t e r .  Several  weeks l a t e r ,  I 
r e a l i z e d  t h a t  P i n k v i l l e  was, i n  f a c t ,  i n  t h e  a r e a  of 
opera t ion  of t h e  Americal Divis ion a t  t h e  t ime t h a t  I 
was i n  t h e  Americal Divis ion.  Then I monitored t h e  i n f o r ­
mation which was coming i n  more c l o s e l y ;  a s  t o  what was 
developing i n  t h e  case ,  l ead ing  up t o  t h e  announcement t o  
t h e  Congress and t o  t h e  pub l i c  of t h e  p r e f e r r i n g  of charges 
a g a i n s t  Lieutenant  CALLEY i n  e a r l y  September. 

Q. You i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  you were t h e  a s s i s t a n t  ch ie f  
of s t a f f ,  G 3 .  But you a l s o  ind ica ted  t h a t  you were no t  
p resen t  on t h e  16th  of March. W i l l  you s o  expla in?  

A. I was on R&R i n  Hong Kong during t h a t  pe r iod  
of t i m e .  I may have been en route  back. I have no t  been 
ab le  t o  double check p r e c i s e l y  my d a t e  of r e t u r n ,  b u t  I 
be l i eve  it was t h e  1 7 t h .  I th ink  t h a t  I departed Hong 
Kong i n  t h e  e a r l y  morning hours of t h e  1 7 t h ,  b u t  I was 
n o t  i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n  headquar ters  o r  d i v i s i o n  a r e a  on 
t h e  16th.  

Q Do you r e c a l l  whether you a r r i v e d  e a r l y  on 
t h e  17th  o r  whether you a r r i v e d  back i n  Chu Lai  l a t e  on 
t h e  17th? 

A. I can no t  r e c a l l ,  p r e c i s e l y .  I b e l i e v e ,  
however, I came i n t o  Chu Lai  about noon on t h e  17 th .  
I can v e r i f y  it. 

Q. I f  you came i n  on t h e  17 th  o r  any time i n  
t h a t  pe r iod ,  you a r e  undoubtedly acquainted wi th  t h e  
opera t ion  i n t o  t h e  Son My a r e a  by Task Force Barker. 
How was t h i s  f i r s t  c a l l e d  t o  your a t t e n t i o n ?  

A. The a c t i n g  G 3  i n  my absence,  Lieutenant  colonel  
KELLEY, reviewed f o r  me some of t h e  p r i n c i p a l  ope ra t ions  
of t h e  d i v i s i o n  i n  my absence. Pr imar i ly  from t h e  s t and  
po in t  t h a t  I would be b r i e f i n g  d i s t ingu i shed  v i s i t o r s  a s  
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they passed through d i v i s i o n  headquar ters ,  and a l s o  t o  
what had t r a n s p i r e d .  I went over  t o  t h e  t a c t i c a l  

operat ions c e n t e r ,  t h e  TOCt and s tood be fo re  t h e  map, 
8s I r e c a l l ,  between Colonel KELLEY and my opera t ions  
. f f icer ,  then Major Clark BENN. They reviewed what had 
happened, br igade  by br igade ,  inc luding  Task Force 
Barker, i n  my absence,  a s  I r e c a l l .  
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I recall  t h a t  when they  came t o  Task Force Barker t h e  body 
count of 128 VC which was r e p o r t e d ,  was q u i t e  s i g n i f i c a n t .  
~t is  a s i z a b l e  number, of course .  And t h e n  I w a s  g iven  a 
gene ra l  o u t l i n e  of t h e  o p e r a t i o n .  I r e c a l l  b r i e f i n g  on t h e  
o p e r a t i o n ,  t h r e e  o r  f o u r  t imes  i n  t h e  month t h a t  I remained 
t h e r e  fo l lowing  16 Mar-ch. I d i d  n o t  remember t h e  128 u n t i l  
I had seen  t h e  f i g u r e  128 go back and f o r t h ,  when it came 
o u t  i n  General  STILWELL's o f f i c e  i n  conve r sa t ion .  But once 
it came o u t ,  I r e c a l l e d  i t - - t h a t ,  y e s ,  I r e c a l l  it was t h e  
f i g u r e  of  128 t h a t  I r e c a l l  b r i e f i n g .  But i n  my b r i e f i n g s  
of t h e  opera t ion- - I  can g e n e r a l l y  review f o r  you on t h e  map 
a l l  I can r e c a l l  w i thou t  any referral  t o  SITREPS, a f t e r  
a c t i o n  r e p o r t s ,  o r  any documents. I have n o t  done any of 
that--no review of t h e  m a t t e r  excep t  my d i s c u s s i o n s  which 
I o u t l i n e d  t o  you. 

Q- I t h i n k  it would be  of  i n t e r e s t ,  Colonel  
BALMER, f o r  you--we have h e r e  a blow-up of t h e  area- ­
(Exh ib i t  MAP-1) i f  you would review, as b e s t  -you can r e c o l l e c t ,  
how you b r i e f e d  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n .  

A. I h a b i t u a l l y  would s t a r t  my b r i e f i n g s  w i t h  
a g e n e r a l  o r i e n t a t i o n .  The G2 would always precede  m e  
i n  a G2 type  b r i e f i n g .  I n  t h a t  c a s e  it was Colonel  TREXLER. 
I would t h e n  review o u r  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  t h e  mi s s ions  of o u r  
t a s k  u n i t s ,  and g e n e r a l l y  go sou th  t o  n o r t h .  I would g e n e r a l l y  
s t a r t  down i n  t h e  Duc Pho a r e a ,  t hen  move up t o  t h e  Task Force 
Barker a r e a ,  Chu L a i  a r e a ,  Que Son a r e a ,  Tam Ky, a l l  t h e  way up 
t o  o u r  n o r t h e r n  boundary. On Task Force Barker-- th is  p a r t i c ­
u l a r  opera t ion- - I  r e c a l l  t h a t  it w a s  a two-company ope ra t ion .  
My memory s e r v e s  m e  t h a t  way. I t  h a s  s i n c e  been brought  o u t  
t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  a t h i r d  company involved  i n  a  b lock ing  p o s i t i o n .  
I n  t h e  e a r l y  morning hours  of  16 March, t h e r e  was a  ve ry  b r i e f  
p rep  f i r e d  from LZ Uptight--and t h o s e  were 1 0 5 ' s .  I have 
seen somewhere t h a t  t hey  were 1 5 5 ' s ,  b u t  I d i d n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t .  
There was a s h o r t  p rep .  I unders tand  t h a t  it was 3 min­
. u t e s .  	  Now, 	 a g a i n  i n  review,  	a 	 s h o r t  p r e p  w a s  f i r e d  on t h e  
l and ing  zone. A s  I r e c a l l  b r i e f i n g  i t ,  t h e  l a n d i n g  zone 
i t s e l f  w a s  southwest  of t h e  o b j e c t i v e  area, and t h e  company 
was in t roduced  a t  t h a t  p o i n t ,  shown h e r e  a s  LZ 1, C/1/20. 
Following t h e i r  CA i n t o  t h e  a r e a ,  t h e y  were t o  move t o  t h e  
n o r t h e a s t  towards t h e  o b j e c t i v e  a r e a ,  shown h e r e  as t h e  My 
Lai  ( 4 )  hamlet .  The o t h e r  company w a s  i n  a  b lock ing  p o s i t i o n  
t o  t h e  n o r t h  of t h e  a r e a ,  which I cannot  p i n  down p r e c i s e l y .  
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The company i t se l f  d i d  move i n i t i a l l y ,  wi th  v i r t u a l l y  
no o p p o s i t i o n ,  i n t o  t h e  o b j e c t i v e  a r e a  and t h e n  came 
under heavy f i r e .  Sub'sequently an a c t i o n  ensued i n  which, 
a s  t h e  r e p o r t s  t h e n  came o u t ,  t hey  took a ve ry  heavy t o l l  
of t h e  48th VC B a t t a l i o n .  They s t r u c k  through t h e  objec­
t i v e  a rea- - there  w e r e  no f u r t h e r  a r t i l l e r y  miss ions  f i r e d  
o t h e r  t han  t h e  prep--and t h e n  moved on t o  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  
f o r  a n igh t -ho ld ing  p o s i t i o n  where t hey  married-up,  jo ined 
up, w i th  t h e  o t h e r  company, which I t h i n k  w a s  B/4/3 ,  
t o  t h e  n o r t h e a s t .  Then t h e  fo l lowing  day t h e y  were 
l i f t e d  o u t .  I r e c a l l  t h a t  t h e r e  was cons ide rab le  
d i s c u s s i o n  as t o  whether  o r  n o t  t h e  companies would 
j o i n  t o g e t h e r  and move o u t ,  sweeping t o  t h e  west  back 
i n t o  t h e  o b j e c t i v e  a r e a ,  t h e n  back t o  t h e i r  base  loca­
t i o n s ,  LZ D o t t i e ,  and back up t o  LZ Upt ight .  That  
w a s  d i s c a r d e d ,  however, because of  t h e  very h e a v i l y  
mine- infes ted  area. W e  had cons ide rab le  d i f f i c u l t y  
i n  t h e  a r e a  of  o p e r a t i o n  i n  t h e  preced ing  2 months 
wi th  t h e  America1 o p e r a t i n g  t h e r e ,  s p e c i f i c a l l y  Task Force 
Barker ,  w i t h  m i n e f i e l d s  up t h e r e ,  which had been l e f t  t h e r e  
by t h e  ROK Marines,  which had occupied t h i s  a r e a  f o r  a 
pe r iod  of t i m e ,  which I b e l i e v e  d a t e d  back l a te  1966. 
The America1 Div i s ion ,  beginning i n  December 1967 and 
going a t  leas t  i n t o  January ,  i n  f o u r  increments ,  r e l i e v e d  
t h e  ROK Marines. But,  t o  a s s i s t  i n  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ,  t h e  
prep  was f i r e d  from LZ Upt igh t ,  b e f o r e  t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  
of C/1/20 i n  a CA i n  t h e  LZ a t  t h i s  l o c a t i o n  ( r e f e r r i n g  
t o  E x h i b i t  MAP-1).  The second company was in t roduced  
and formed a b lock ing  p o s i t i o n .  The o p e r a t i o n  went t o  
t h e  nor thwes t .  The body count  w a s  128 .  I do recal l  
t h e r e  w a s  a d i s p a r i t y  between body count and t h e  weapons 
which w e  w e r e  a b l e  t o  recover .  A s  I r e c a l l ,  t h e r e  were 
only  two o r  t h r e e  i n d i v i d u a l  weapons and no crew-served 
weapons cap tu red  i n  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n .  The n e x t  morning -­
Q ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  How d i d  you e x p l a i n  t h a t ?  

A. The s k i l l  of  t h e  enemy i n  r ecove r ing  
weapons from t h e i r  f a l l e n  comrades, which w a s  c h a r a c t e r ­
i s t i c  of o p e r a t i o n s  i n  t h i s  a r ea .  I t  would be rare t h a t  
w e  would go i n  and g e t  a heavy body count and a heavy 
count of i n d i v i d u a l  arms and crew-served weapons cap tured ,  
a l s o .  The enemy w a s  j u s t  s o  s k i l l e d  a t  t a k i n g  t h e  weapons 
from t h e i r  f e l l o w  VC, i n  t h i s  c a s e ,  t h a t  we seldom g o t  a 
heavy weapon cache f i n d .  The on ly  t imes  we would g e t  any 
weapons i n  any q u a n t i t y  would be i n  a cache,  b u t  i n  an 
o p e r a t i o n  i t s e l f  seldom would w e  g e t  t h e  weapons i n  any 
s i z a b l e  q u a n t i t y .  But it w a s  a wide d i s p a r i t y  i n  t h i s  
ca se ,  I recal l  be ing  qu izzed  du r ing  b r i e f i n g s :  "Gosh, w e  
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only g o t  2 weapons and 128 VC. That  i s  q u i t e  a d i s p a r i t y  
t h e r e .  " And t h a t  i s  about where it dropped. S imul taneous ly ,  
I was b r i e f i n g  on many o t h e r  o p e r a t i o n s  going on i n  t h e  
d i v i s i o n  a r e a  a c r o s s  ou r  a lmost  100-mile f r o n t ,  deep i n t o  
t h e  mountains of t h e  west .  Each b r i e f i n g  involved  some 15 
t o  20 d i f f e r e n t  o p e r a t i o n s ,  many more s i g n i f i c a n t  o p e r a t i o n s  
i n  t h e  l a s t  s e v e r a l  weeks. W e  had,  of c o u r s e ,  t h e  normal 
c h a r t s  t o  summarize t h e  o p e r a t i o n s ,  b r i g a d e  by b r i g a d e ,  
accumulative body count ,  accumulat ive  weapons, accumulative 
pow's. 

Q *  T h i s  wide v a r i a t i o n  i n  t h e  r a t i o  of r e p o r t e d  
enemy KIA and t h r e e  weapons cap tu red ,  t h i s  w a s n ' t  of s u f f i c i e n t  
s i g n i f i c a n c e  t o  have it r e a l l y  checked i n t o ?  

A. No, sir.  I t  was n o t .  There were a number of 
o p e r a t i o n s  i n  t h a t  t i m e  frame. Of cou r se ,  t h i s  was r i g h t  
on t h e  h e e l s  of  T e t ,  where w e  had very  s i z e a b l e  body 
counts ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  Que Son Val ley a r ea .  Not down 
he re ,  w i th  t h e  excep t ion  of  a few ROK o p e r a t i o n s ,  which 
had f a i r  body counts  when they  i n  f a c t  went o u t  of t h e i r  
base camps. But it was n o t  enough t o  f l a g  it t o  t h e  e x t e n t  
t h a t  I would have cha l lenged  it wi th  " L e t ' s  r e v e r i f y  t h a t  
body count because it i s  s o  h igh  and t h e  weapons cap tured  
are s o  low." I t  was g e n e r a l l y  f e l t  by Colonel  TREXLER and 
myself t h a t  t h i s  w a s  by f a r  Task Force B a r k e r ' s  b e s t  accom­
pl ishment  t o  d a t e ,  a s  f a r  a s  enemy k i l l e d  w e r e  concerned,
and t h a t  t h e  48th  Local  Force would be dead i n  t h i s  area-­
would c e r t a i n l y  be s e t  back f o r  a c o n s i d e r a b l e  p e r i o d  of t i m e .  

Q Was it brought  o u t  t o  you t h a t  a f t e r  B/4/3 
landed t o  t h e  sou th  of P i n k v i l l e  and had moved t o  t h e  n o r t h  
o r  l a a g e r e d  wi th  C/1 /20  on t h e  n i g h t  of  t h e  1 6 t h ,  t h a t  t h e  
fo l lowing  day t h e y  conducted an o p e r a t i o n  t o  t h e  sou th?  

A. I d i d  n o t  r e c a l l ,  sir.  

Q. And then  subsequent ly  moved back t o  t h e  n o r t h  
through t h e  g e n e r a l  a r e a  of My La i  (1) o r  P i n k v i l l e ?  

A. I do n o t  r e c a l l  t h a t ,  sir.  I r e c a l l  t h a t  they  
were l i f t e d  o u t  t h e  fo l lowing  day. The f a c t  t h a t  t h e y  
conducted an o p e r a t i o n  on t h e  1 7 t h  and then  w e r e  l i f t e d  
o u t  e i t h e r  l a t e r  on t h e  17 th  o r  e a r l y  1 8 t h ,  my memory . 
f a i l s  m e  t h e r e ,  sir. 

Q. Was t h e r e  any i n d i c a t i o n  a s  t o  t h e  s i z e  o f  t h e  
a r t i l l e r y  p rep  and t h e  l o c a t i o n  of i t ?  
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A. Y e s ,  s i r .  I d i d n ' t  r e c a l l  t h i s ,  b u t  s i n c e  
  

t h e n  I have r e c a l l e d  it. I t  w a s  a 3 minute p r e p ,  and 
 

it was on t h e  LZ i t s e l f .  The LZ w a s  w e l l  s a t u r a t e d .  
  

To t h e  e x t e n t  t h a t  it w a s  a c o l d  LZ i n i t i a l l y ,  I d i d  
  

n o t  recall  t h i s ,  aga in ,  u n t i l  t h e  conve r sa t ion  i n  General  
  

STILWELL1s~office,t h a t  when t h e  f i r s t  group went i n t o  
  

t h e  LZ,  i t ,  a t  t h e  l a s t  minute,  became h o t ,  I recall  
  

b r i e f i n g  it a s  an unopposed landing--moving down t o  t h e  
  

n o r t h e a s t  w i t h  no oppos i t i on .  The p rep  had s a t u r a t e d  
  

t h e  LZ and, a s  w a s  customary wi th  a l l  o u r  p r e p s ,  t h e  
  

h igh ground immediately sur rounding  it o r  any o t h e r  
  

l o c a t i o n  -­

Q ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Do you know how many t u b e s  

were used by t h e  a r t i l l e r y  u n i t  a t  LZ Upt igh t?  
  


A. I thought  t h r e e  105 ' s .  That  w a s  my r e c o l ­ 
  

l e c t i o n  of  it. 
 


Q - Could t h r e e  1 0 5 ' s  w i th  a 3 minute p r e p  
  

have s a t u r a t e d  o r  b e a t  down an LZ? 
 


A. How much s a t u r a t i o n  t h r e e  105 I s  cou ld  do i n  
  

3 minutes a t  t h e  rate of  f i r e  would be more than- ­ 
  

I h a d n ' t  cons ide red  t h a t .  I t  would be no more t h a n  20 
 

t o  30 rounds a t  normal r a t e s  of f i r e .  
  


Q - W e  have i n d i c a t i o n s  t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e  a c t u a l l y
f o u r  there - - four  105's- ­

A. I f  t h e r e  w e r e  f o u r  105 I s  f i r i n g  and it w a s  
  
3 minutes ,  t h e y  would be ha rd  p re s sed  t o  g e t  o f f  more 
 
t han  3 rounds p e r  minute ,  9 rounds p e r  tube .  It would 
 
be about 36 rounds,  a very  l i g h t  prep.  During t h i s  
  
g e n e r a l  t i m e  frame, w e  began t o  phase down o u r  p reps .  We 
 
had been going i n  w i t h  100 and 200 round p reps .  W e  w e r e  
  
beginning t o  be  more f r u g a l  w i t h  o u r  expend i tu re s  o f f  t h e  
  
board.  So t h e  p reps  were more j u d i c i o u s l y  planned--shor ter  
  
d u r a t i o n  and h i g h e r  i n t e n s i t y  a t  t h e  beginning.  
  

Q. I t h i n k  t h a t  w e  have enough, r i g h t  t h e r e ,  co lone l  
BALMER. I show you h e r e  t h e  l o g  of t h e  A m e r i c a 1  Div is ion  
( E x h i b i t  M-6). I want t o  show you two e n t r i e s  and ask i f  
t h e s e  were e v e r  c a l l e d  t o  your a t t e n t i o n ?  S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  

. e n t r i e s  number 2 8  and 9 4 ?  

A. (Witness r eads  from e x h i b i t . )  I t e m  28.  I c a n ' t  
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r e c a l l  t h a t  s p e c i f i c  e n t r y ,  General  PEERS. The i n i t i a l s ,  
I b e l i e v e  belong t o  Clark BENN who was t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  
o f f i c e r .  I t  looks  l i k e  a CB h e r e ,  b u t  it may n o t  have 
been. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  s e e i n g  t h a t  e n t r y ,  s i r ,  and I noted  
t h a t  a p o i n t  i n  t i m e ,  0940 i n  t h e  morning they  r e p o r t e d  
69 VC. Number 9 4 ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  s p e c i f i c a l l y .  How­
e v e r ,  as I w a s  be ing  b r i e f e d  fo l lowing  my r e t u r n ,  I was 
b r i e f e d  s o  thoroughly by Colonel  KELLEY t h a t  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  
I a c t u a l l y  r ead  t h a t  en t ry - - sa t  down and r ead  t h a t  g e n e r a l  
en t ry .  

Q .  That  would have been t h e  e n t r y  on which t h e y  
based t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  r e s u l t s  which t h e y  gave you upon 
your r e t u r n ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. Now, it d i d  n o t  i n c l u d e  t h e  d a t a ,  t o  your  
knowledge, t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  69 w e r e  k i l l e d  by a r t i l l e r y  
f i r e ?  

A. Had t h a t  come t o  my a t t e n t i o n ,  I t h i n k  t h a t  
t h a t  would have been a s i g n i f i c a n t  p a r t  of my t h r e e  o r  
f o u r  b r i e f i n g s  t h e  fo l lowing  month. A s  I r e c a l l ,  it was-­
i n  t h e  area of  t h e  LZ and a s  f a r  a s  t h e  e f f e c t  of t h e  
a r t i l l e r y  p r e p a r a t i o n - - c e r t a i a l y  no th ing  on t h e  o r d e r  
of 69. I j u s t  remember t h e  t o t a l  f i g u r e  of 128. Now 
I s e e  t h a t  it was t h r e e  i n d i v i d u a l  weapons cap tu red  
( looking  a t  t h e  e x h i b i t ) .  I have n o t  seen  t h i s ,  General .  

Q- Was t h e r e  any d i s c u s s i o n  a l s o  concerning t h e  
v a r i a t i o n s  i n  t h e  r a t i o  of enemy K I A  t o  f r i e n d l y  KIA? 

A. Any d i s c u s s i o n  on i t ?  

Q. Y e s ,  a 128 t o  2. 

A. Other  t han  a  very  s u c c e s s f u l  o p e r a t i o n  and 
o t h e r  t h a n  what I have a l r e a d y  mentioned,  t h e  d i s p a r i t y  
of enemy k i l l e d  v e r s u s  enemy weapons cap tured .  Our own 
c a s u a l t i e s  be ing  s o  l i g h t  c e r t a i n l y  was a  mark, from my 
s t a n d p o i n t ,  a s  a r ead  o u t ,  of  a very s u c c e s s f u l  opera- 
t i o n .  I t  w a s n ' t  a l l  t h a t  unusual-- to have a  body count 
t h a t  heavy and have on ly  two U.S. k i l l e d ,  i n  t h i s  case, 
and t e n  wounded r e p o r t e d  evacuated.  W e  had i n s t a n c e s  
du r ing  t h e  T e t  where t h e  r a t i o  was a l s o  was ve ry  d i s -  
p r o p o r t i o n a t e  from t h e  s t a n d p o i n t  of  enemy k i l l e d  ve r sus  
U.S. k i l l e d .  It 	w a s  due t o  a combination o f  a r t i l l e r y ,  
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gunships,  and armored firepower a v a i l a b l e  t o  us ,  and TAC 
air .  P a r t i c u l a r l y  where they  d i d n ' t  hole  up any p lace ,  
then we would have a  heavy body count and few U . S .  c a s u a l t i e  
I d o n ' t  remember ques t ioning  t h i s  opera t ion  t o  t h a t  e x t e n t ,  
no, o t h e r  than  t h a t  which I have ou t l ined .  

Q. On t h e  ma t t e r  of  t h e s e  b r i e f i n g s ,  Colonel 
BALMER, would you i n d i c a t e  why these  b r i e f i n g s  were 
presented? 

A. Yes, s ir .  W e  p e r i o d i c a l l y  had d i s t i n g u i s h e d  
and s e n i o r  v i s i t o r s  pass ing  through t h e  ~ m e r i c a l  Divis ion 
headquarters  a t  Chu Lai and it was customary upon t h e i r  
a r r i v a l  t h e r e  t o  t ake  them t o  t h e  b r i e f i n g  room ad jacen t  
t o  our t a c t i c a l  ope ra t ions  c e n t e r  and review our  s i t u a t i o n  
i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n ,  our mission,  our  o rgan iza t ion ,  and our  
c u r r e n t  opera t ions .  It was normally an across-the-board 
type b r i e f i n g  wi th  a  G2 l ead ing  o f f .  G3 would fol low and 
I would be followed up by t h e  G5. In  some cases  we would 
have a G 1  and G 4  p resen ta t ion .  I n  some cases  t h e  d i v i s i o n  
commander would g e t  up and g ive  a summary, depending on 
who t h e  v i s i t o r  was. The bulk of t h e  b r i e f i n g  was done 
by t h e  G 3 .  The G3 p o r t i o n  v a r i e d  i n  l eng th ,  bu t  it would 
normally t ake  about 15 minutes t o  go through t h e  d i v i s i o n  
o rgan iza t ion ,  mission,  p resen t  d i s p o s i t i o n ,  c u r r e n t  opera- 
t i o n s ,  and more s i g n i f i c a n t  r ecen t  opera t ions .  We never  
d iscussed  f u t u r e  opera t ions ,  s i r ,  except  j u s t  i n  t h e  
broadest  terms: "We cont inue t o  move i n  Operation 
Wheeler/Wallowa, o r  Operation Muscatine cont inues t o  
t h e  west,  cont inues t o  seek o u t  and des t roy  t h e  enemy." 
I t  was a s tandard  procedure f o r  a l l  v i s i t o r s ,  c i v i l i a n  
o r  m i l i t a r y .  

Q- Colonel BALMER, w i th in  your d i v i s i o n  s tandard  
opera t ing  procedure,  d i d  you have a requirement t o  r e p o r t  
c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s ?  

A. No, s i r .  I do no t  r e c a l l  t h a t  a s p e c i f i c  
requirement t o  r e p o r t  c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s  was e v e r  s p e l l e d  
out .  C e r t a i n l y ,  i f  t h e r e  were c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s  repor ted  
of any consequence, I would have repor ted  it t o  I11 MAF. 
Many operat ions--I  s h o u l d n ' t  say many--but on occasions,  
when c i v i l i a n s  were h i t  by our f i r e  a c c i d e n t a l l y ,  through 
our  own medical evacuat ion procedures we dusted them o f f  
t o  t h e  2d Surg ica l  h o s p i t a l  a t  Chu Lai .  We would t ake  
note  of t h i s  a t  t h e  TOC--that t h e r e  were t h r e e ,  f o u r  
c i v i l i a n s  dus ted  o f f  t o  t h e  2d Surg. A requirement t o  
r e p o r t  c i v i l i a n s  s o  evacuated t o  h igher  headquar ters ,  I 
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do not  r e c a l l  s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  c e r t a i n l y  n o t  i n  w r i t i n g .  Had 
it been an unusual occurrence--that 30 c i v i l i a n s ,  f o r  
example, were evacuated t o  t h e  2d Surg o r  t o  t h e  br igade 
a id  s t a t i o n ,  t h i s  c e r t a i n l y  would have been an i tem, which 
i n  my judgment--and my judgment alone--I would have repor ted  
t o  I11 MAF. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  e v e r  doing t h a t ,  however. 

MR MACCRATE: Could t h i s  have been covered i n  t h e  requirement 
t o  r e p o r t  s e r i o u s  i n c i d e n t s ,  somewhat akin t o  t h e  "blue b e l l "  
system of r epor t ing?  

A. I would no t  a s s o c i a t e  t h e  two, s ir .  I would 
consider  it an opera t iona l  ma t t e r ,  an i n c i d e n t  r e l a t e d  t o  
the  opera t ion  i tself--worthy of r e p o r t i n g  i t s  s i g n i f i c a n c e  
t o  h igher  headquarters .  Provided it was of such a na tu re  
t h a t  a s i z e a b l e  number of c i v i l i a n s  were e i t h e r  k i l l e d  o r  
wounded, we took s t e p s  t o  a s s i s t  those t h a t  were wounded 
o r  t o  even evacuate ,  i n  l i e u  of t h e i r  having been k i l l e d ,  
some of t h e  bodies .  I would have repor ted  t h i s .  I c a n ' t  
r e c a l l  e v e r  evacuat ing a c i v i l i a n  who been k i l l e d .  I n  
f a c t ,  I cannot s p e c i f i c a l l y  r e c a l l  a r e p o r t  coming i n  from 
any of t h e  u n i t s  t h a t  they had k i l l e d  1, 2 ,  3, 4 c i v i l i a n s ,  
o r  any number. I r e c a l l  d u s t o f f s .  Some of our  d u s t o f f s  
were j o i n t .  We would dus tof f  a s o l d i e r  wounded with a 
c i v i l i a n  wounded i n  t h e  course of an opera t ion .  We h a b i t -  
ua l ly  d i d  n o t  evacuate dead bodies ,  even our  own. 

10: I f  it had been known wi th in  t h e  11 th  Brigade 
t h a t  20 t o  28 c i v i l i a n s  had been k i l l e d ,  would you have 
expected t h i s  t o  have been repor ted  i n  t h e i r  SITREP? 

A. Yes, s i r ,  I would have. I would, indeed. 
It i s  a s i g n i f i c a n t  mat ter  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  opera t ion .  

Q. I f  t h i s  number of 20, o r  something i n  excess  
of 20, had been repor ted  t e l e p h o n i c a l l y  t o  your head- 
q u a r t e r s ,  would you normally expect  t h a t  t h a t  would be 
repor ted  t o  t h e  TOC? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  I do. A s  I say ,  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  
any p a r a l l e l  i n c i d e n t  but  c e r t a i n l y ,  had it been brought 
  
t o  my a t t e n t i o n ,  t h a t  i n  t h e  course of t h i s  opera t ion  
  
today 25 o r  30 c i v i l i a n s  had been repor ted  k i l led- -a  
  
most s i g n i f i c a n t ,  indeed, occurrence-- this  would have 
been repor ted  t o  I11 MAF. This  case--because of how 
unusual it was--I would have c lea red  t h a t  with t h e  ch ie f  
of s t a f f  o r  t h e  genera l ,  h imsel f ,  before  I made t h e  ap- 
p r o p r i a t e  report--but  t h i s  would be p a r t  of t h e  normal 
r epor t ing  procedures.  
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Q I r r e s p e c t i v e  of how t h e y  may have been k i l l e d ,  
would you have expec ted  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t o  have ensued? 

A. No, sir.  I t h i n k  i t  would depend on how t h e y  
were k i l l e d .  L e t  m e  r e t r a c t  t h a t .  I r e t r a c t  t h a t  because 
t h i s  w a s  t h e  same t ime  frame where a r t i l l e r y  i n c i d e n t s  
became such a m a t t e r  of  concern t o  t h e  e n t i r e  command. 
And even though,  through t h e  preced ing  p e r i o d  of  t i m e - ­
months and y e a r s - - i t  was g e n e r a l l y  r e a l i z e d  t h a t  c i v i l i a n s  
were k i l l e d  i n  t h e  course  o f  a r t i l l e r y  p r e p a r a t i o n s  i n  some 
i n c i d e n t s ,  o r  a i r  s t r i k e s  d i r e c t e d  i n  a r e a s  which were n o t  
completely f r e e  of  c i v i l i a n s ,  it c e r t a i n l y  should  have been 
i n v e s t i g a t e d .  I f  w e  k i l l e d  20 t o  30 c i v i l i a n s  a s  p a r t  of  
t h e  a r t i l l e r y  p rep ,  o r  t h e  gunships  had i n a d v e r t e n t l y  taken 
under f i r e  and k i l l e d  c i v i l i a n s ,  c e r t a i n l y  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
should have been d i r e c t e d .  

Q When you say  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  what k ind  of 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  do you mean? 

A. I t  would s t a r t  a t  an a p p r o p r i a t e  l e v e l ,  i n  
t h i s  c a s e ,  Task Force Barker ,  a t  a minimum. They should  
r e p o r t  t h e i r  r e s u l t s  as e x p e d i t i o u s l y  as p o s s i b l e ,  i n  t h i s .  
c a se  s t r a i g h t  t o  d i v i s i o n .  The b r igade  commander could g e t  
t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  depending upon t h e  s e v e r i t y  of  it. I f  
I were i n  t h e  TOC and they  had r e p o r t e d  25 c i v i l i a n s  k i l l e d ,  
I would have expec ted  some type  of  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  b u t  t h e r e  
w a s  no i n c i d e n t  l i k e  t h a t  e v e r  r e p o r t e d  whi le  I was t h e r e .  

Q- I n  t h i s  t ime p e r i o d ,  d i d  you e v e r  know o f  an 
e f f o r t  be ing  made w i t h i n  t h e  command t o  c o n s i d e r  t h e  d i s ­
p a r i t y  of t h e  weapons count  o r  t h e  r a t i o  of t h e  enemy K I A  
t o  f r i e n d l y  KIA? 

A. Th is  p a r t i c u l a r  o p e r a t i o n ?  

Q Yes. 

A. No, s i r ,  none whatsoever.  

Q. I n  your  c a p a c i t y  a s  a s s i s t a n t  c h i e f  of  s t a f f ,  
G3, d i d  you work c l o s e l y  w i t h  t h e  a v i a t i o n  o f f i c e r ?  

A. . I d i d ,  y e s ,  sir.  

Q. Did you e v e r  from him o r  any o t h e r  sou rce ,  
hea r  of a c o n f r o n t a t i o n  between a v i a t i o n  pe r sonne l  and 
personne l  on t h e  ground i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of My Lai  (4)? 
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A. I d i d  no t ,  sir. 

Q- I have he re ,  Colonel BALMER, a document 
which has been en te red  a s  Exhib i t  R-2. It  i s  thk r e p o r t  
by Headquarters,  Task Force Barker,  s u b j e c t :  "Combat 
~ c t i o nReport ," da ted  28  March, addressed t o  t h e  Commanding 
o f f i c e r ,  11 th  In fan t ry  Brigade. I show you t h i s  document 
and ask i f  you have eve r  seen t h i s  document? 

A. I do n o t  b e l i e v e  s o ,  sir. I do no t  r e c a l l ,  
sir, t h a t  I have s p e c i f i c a l l y  seen t h i s  document. This 
was da ted  some 2 weeks p r i o r  t o  my depar ture .  I do no t  
r e c a l l  see ing  t h a t  a t  d i v i s i o n .  

Q* What was t h e  s p e c i f i c  d a t e  t h a t  you departed 
t h e  d i v i s i o n ?  

A. 15  A p r i l  1968. 

Q. You w i l l  n o t i c e  i n  paragraph 2 t h e  time frame 
covered by t h i s  r e p o r t .  Is t h a t  normal f o r  a combat a c t i o n  
r e p o r t  t o  address  1 day o r  l e s s  than 1 day, approximately 
10  hours o r  s o  of an o p e r a t i o n a l  per iod?  

A. It  i s  n o t ,  s ir .  Most unusual. The a f t e r  a c t i o n  
r e p o r t  and t h e  combat a c t i o n  r e p o r t s  t h a t  we were receiving-­
we received very few--normally encompassed a much longer  
length  of time--an e n t i r e  named opera t ion  o r  a major seg­
ment of it. That i s  why I am q u i t e  c e r t a i n  t h a t  I d i d  no t  
see t h i s .  Here i s  an a f t e r  a c t i o n  r e p o r t  f o r  a one-day 
period.  I t  would have h igh l igh ted  s o  much f o r  me. This 
was j u s t  another  por t ion  of Operation Muscatine, a s  I read 
it. We would j u s t  lump t h e  whole t h i n g  toge the r  and say,  
"Muscatine cont inues.  " 

Q A t  t h e  moment, I do not  know whether t h i s  
r e p o r t  was forwarded t o  t h e  America1 Division headquarters  
as  an i n d i v i d u a l  r e p o r t  o r  whether it came forward, perhaps,  
a s  a p a r t  of t h e  normal p e r i o d i c  o p e r a t i o n a l  r e p o r t  which 
u n i t s  were requi red  t o  submit. 

A. I c a n ' t  v e r i f y  t h a t  i n  e i t h e r  case ,  sir .  I 
do r e c a l l  t h a t  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  a f t e r  a c t i o n  r e p o r t s  from 
t h e  br igades  was a d i f f i c u l t  mat te r .  They were invar i ab ly  
l a t e .  We w e r e  always t r y i n g  t o  wrap them up t o  keep up wi th  
t h e  opera t ion .  And we normally would go o u t  and say t h a t  we 
would l i k e  an a f t e r  a c t i o n  r e p o r t  covering such and such a  
per iod.  That i s  why t h i s  one I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  having seen. 
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Q. Did you ever  hear  t h a t  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  had 
been d i r e c t e d  t o  look i n t o  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  which occurred 
i n  My L a i  ( 4 )  on 16 March 1968? 

A. No, sir. 

Q I f  such an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  had been d i r e c t e d ,  
would you normally a s  t h e  G 3  have been aware of i t ?  ' 

A. Not n e c e s s a r i l y ,  s i r ,  and probably not .  I 
was s o  absorbed i n  on-going opera t ions  t h a t  I would n o t  
n e c e s s a r i l y  be made aware of such an i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  By 
v i r t u e  of t h e  method of opera t ion  of t h e  America1 
Divis ion s t a f f  a t  t h a t  t ime,  I was e s s e n t i a l l y  CP bound. 
I r a r e l y  went i n t o  t h e  f i e l d .  I was normally i n  t h e  
opera t ions  c e n t e r  t h e  ma jo r i ty  of each n igh t  and day, 
between t h e r e  and d i v i s i o n  headquarters .  

Q How f a r  was your TOC from your d i v i s i o n  
headquarters?  

A. About 400 yards ,  sir. 

Q =  Your evening s t a f f  b r i e f i n g s ,  d i d  you a t t e n d  
them? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q Did you a t t e n d  t h e  morning s t a f f  b r i e f i n g s ?  

A. Yes, sir.  

Q Was t h e r e  normally, a t  such t imes,  q u i t e  an 
open and f r e e  d i scuss ion  of opera t ions  and ongoing a c t i v i t y  
both admin i s t r a t ive ly  and opera t iona l ly?  

A. Open d iscuss ions  involv ing  -­
( In te rpos ing)  Y e s .  

A l l  p r e s e n t  a t  t h e  meeting? 

Q Yes. 

A. I f  I may, a b i t  on t h e  na ture  of t h e  meetings: 
t h e  morning b r i e f i n g  was conducted i n  t h e  commanding genera l ' s  
o f f i c e ;  t h e  evening b r i e f i n g  i n  our  formal b r i e f i n g  room 
adjacent  t o  t h e  TOC. The procedure f o r  t h e  morning b r i e f i n g  
would be t h a t  t h e  n i g h t  opera t ions  o f f i c e r  would l e a d  o f f ,  
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b r i e f i n g  from l a r g e  maps on t h e  w a l l  of t h e  C G ' s  o f f i c e ,  
. reviewing what had occur red  s i n c e  t h e  evening b r i e f i n g .  

Then, everyone p r e s e n t ,  and t h a t  was t h e  G s t a f f ,  t h e  two 
ADCIS,  t h e  c h i e f  o f  s t a f f ,  and t h e  CG, and t h e  a v i a t i o n  
o f f i c e r - - o f f i c i a l l y  t h a t  was t h e  l i s t  of  attendees--we 
would go around t h e  room, and t h e  CG would ask f o r  any 
s p e c i a l  n o t e s  t h a t  t hey  had. So an o p p o r t u n i t y  was 
p re sen ted  t o  everyone p r e s e n t  t o  b r i n g  up whatever 
ma t t e r  he thought  s i g n i f i c a n t  o r  a p p r o p r i a t e  t o  b r i n g  
up a t  t h a t  t ime.  I had my n o t e s  each morning, and t h e r e  
were t h r e e ,  f o u r ,  o r  f i v e  i t ems  each  day I wanted t o  
b r i n g  t o  t h e  g e n e r a l ' s  a t t e n t i o n  s i n c e  t h e  l a s t  t i m e  
I had an oppor tun i ty  t o  t a l k  t o  him--special  ongoing 
o p e r a t i o n s  which he might n o t  be aware o f .  For i n s t a n c e ,  
i f  I were headed t o  Da Nang t o  v i s i t  111 MAF h e a d q u a r t e r s ,  
I would r e t u r n  t h a t  evening.  Something of t h i s  n a t u r e .  
The o p e r a t i o n a l  a s p e c t s  of t h a t  morning b r i e f i n g  were 
covered a s  t h e  n i g h t  b r i e f i n g  o f f i c e r  went through h i s  
b r i e f i n g .  The g e n e r a l  o r  one of t h e  two ADC's  would 
ask q u e s t i o n s  t h a t  t hey  might have. And t h e  g e n e r a l  
would g i v e  such guidance a s  he f e l t  neces sa ry  a t  t h a t  
t ime,  and w e  would adjourn.  I t  was a r e l a t i v e l y  s h o r t  
p e r i o d ,  15  o r  20 minutes.  

A t  t h e  evening b r i e f i n g  t h e r e  w a s  no 
d i s c u s s i o n .  That  was a  formal  p r e s e n t a t i o n  by two 
b r i e f i n g  o f f i c e r s  who would i n  t u r n  b r i e f  you on t h e  
f r i e n d l y  and enemy s i t u a t i o n s .  One o f f i c e r  would 
normally t a k e  t h e  enemy and t h e  o t h e r  would t a k e  t h e  
f r i e n d l y  and go r i g h t  through t h e  b r i e f i n g  very r a p i d l y .  
Occas iona l ly ,  on Fr iday  w e  would have a s p e c i a l  s u b j e c t  
which w e  cou ld  b r i n g  out--when o u r  rice h a r v e s t  p r o t e c t i o n  
o p e r a t i o n s  were going on o r  t h i n g s  of t h i s  n a t u r e ,  s p e c i a l  
b r i e f i n g s .  There was no d i s c u s s i o n  from t h o s e  p r e s e n t  a t  
t h e  evening b r i e f i n g s ,  and q u e s t i o n s  would normally be by 
t h e  CG on ly .  That  b r i e f i n g  would average about  30 minutes.  

So any d i s c u s s i o n  w a s  a t  t h e  morning b r i e f i n g .  
And i n  t h e  evening b r i e f i n g ,  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  G s t a f f  w e  
had t h e  s p e c i a l  s t a f f  and t h e  p r i n c i p a l  commanders suppor t ing  
t h e  America1 Div i s ion ,  approximately  30 to - - the re  a r e  40  
c h a i r s  i n  t h a t  b r i e f i n g  room, 30-40 c h a i r s .  I t  was a f u l l  
house. The morning b r i e f i n g  w a s  c lo sed .  

Q - I f  an  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  had been d i r e c t e d  by head­
q u a r t e r s  of  t h e  America1 Div is ion  t o  look i n t o  a r a t h e r  
s e r i o u s  c o n f r o n t a t i o n  of a i r  u n i t s  w i th  ground u n i t s  and 
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i n  t h e  e x c e s s i v e  use  of  f i repower  and perhaps ,  k i l l i n g  
  
noncombatants, would, i n  your judgment, an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
  
of  t h i s  magnitude and t h i s  o r d e r  been c a l l e d  t o  your  
a t t e n t i o n  as t h e  AC of  S ,  G3, o r  would it n o t ?  

A. Again, I must answer t h a t ,  s i r ,  as n o t  	  
n e c e s s a r i l y .  However, i f  such an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  w a s  
ongoing, of a  magnitude such as you o u t l i n e d ,  I can 
h a r d l y  b e l i e v e  t h a t  it would n o t  have come t o  my a t ­
t e n t i o n  one way o r  t h e  o t h e r ,  because of t h e  c l o s e  
i n t e rwork ing  of  t h e  s t a f f .  I can '  t h e l p  t h i n k  t h a t  
had it been--had a l a r g e  scale i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of  an 
a l l e g e d l y  s e r i o u s  matter. been underway, I would n o t  
have known of  it. But,  a g a i n ,  it i s  conce ivab le .  

MR WEST: Suppose it was an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of  an a l l e g e d  
w a r  c r i m e ,  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of  t h e  a l l e g e d  k i l l i n g  of  a 
s u b s t a n t i a l  number of  noncombatants, c i v i l i a n s .  Would 
t h i s  have f a l l e n  i n t o  t h e  same ca tegory?  

A. I t h i n k  t h a t  my answer would e s s e n t i a l l y  be 	 
t h e  same, sir.  I f  t h e r e  was anyth ing  which even touched 
on a w a r  c r i m e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  ongoing, i n  one of  o u r  major 
a t t a c h e d  elements--in t h i s  c a s e ,  t h e  1 1 t h  Br igade ' s  Task 
Force Barker--or under d i v i s i o n ,  I h a r d l y  t h i n k  it would 
escape  my n o t i c e ,  one way o r  t h e  o t h e r .  Whether it be t h e  
I G  involved ,  p rovos t  marshal  involved ,  o r  t h e  c h i e f  o f  
s t a f f ' s  o f f i c e  involved ,  o r  t h e  A D C ' s  involved--some way, 
I c a n ' t  h e l p  b u t  f e e l  t h a t  I would know o f  it. 

I 0 : Colonel  BALMER, I have h e r e  an a t tachment  t o  a 
r e p o r t  ( E x h i b i t  R-1)  . I ask i f  you would r e a d  t h i s  i n c l o s u r e ,  
which i s  one page i n  l e n g t h ,  and t e l l  m e  whether you e v e r  saw 
t h a t  document o r  no t .  

A. No, .. sir. 

Q - It  was r e p o r t e d  t h a t ,  p r i o r  t o  t h e  submiss ion 
of t h i s  r e p o r t  and t h e  a t t a c h e d  s t a t e m e n t ,  t h i s  i n fo rma t ion  
w a s  s e n t  t o  Headquar ters ,  A m e r i c a 1  Div is ion .  Thus, even 
though you may n o t  have seen  t h i s  s t a t e m e n t ,  w a s  any of  t h e  
in format ion  con ta ined  i n  t h e  second paragraph e v e r  c a l l e d  
t o  your a t t e n t i o n ?  

A. 	  NO, sir,  it was no t .  

Q- It  appears  t o  be  q u i t e  a s e r i o u s  a l l e g a t i o n .  	  
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A. Very much s o ,  sir. 

Q e  I now r e f e r  you t o  t h e  second a t tachment .  
This i s  an Engl i sh  t r a n s l a t i o n  of  some VC propaganda. 
Exact ly  what form t h i s  propaganda took  I am n o t  c e r t a i n  
a t  t h i s  moment. I w i l l  s ay  t h a t  most of t h e  f i r s t  page 
which you are looking  a t  i s  somewhat t h e  normal t ype  of 
in format ion  which t h e  VC would have. However, a t  t h e  
t o p  of  t h e  second page,  t h e  second paragraph ,  it changes 
i n  c h a r a c t e r .  Have you e v e r  seen  a copy of VC propaganda 
which inc luded  s t a t emen t s  such as t h i s ?  

A. No, s i r ,  n o t  a s p e c i f i c  d a t e ,  t ime ,  and t h e  
s p e c i f i c s  of American t r o o p s  having k i l l e d  t h i s  number of 
people .  Had I seen  such a s t a t e m e n t  I f e e l  c e r t a i n  I would 
have i n q u i r e d  f u r t h e r  i n t o  it. Other  t han  a s  you have 
a l r eady  p o i n t e d  o u t ,  t h i s  i s  t h e  t ype  o f  propaganda t h a t  
w e  s a w  f r e q u e n t l y .  A s p e c i f i c  paragraph of  t h i s  n a t u r e  I 
t h i n k  I would have ques t ioned ,  sir.  

Q. Did you e v e r  h e a r  of  any propaganda media t h a t  
t h e  VC were u s ing  t o  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  something unusual  had 
taken  p l a c e  i n  My La i  ( 4 )  on about t h e  middle o f  March? 
Media such as p o s t e r s ,  such as s l o g a n s ,  s i g n s ,  a r m  bands,  
and t h i n g s  of  t h i s  ca tegory?  

A. No, sir. 

Q- P r i o r  t o  your  d e p a r t u r e  from t h e  America1 
Div i s ion  on about  15 A p r i l ,  d i d  you h e a r  any rumors, any 
comments, any s t a t e m e n t s ,  o r  any th ing  t h a t  may have c r e a t e d  
s u s p i c i o n ,  t h a t  something unusual  took p l a c e  i n  My Lai  ( 4 )  
on t h e  1 6 t h  of  March 1968? 

A. None whatsoever ,  s ir .  

Q. You heard of no d i s c u s s i o n s  w i t h i n  t h e  a v i a t i o n  
u n i t  o r  u n i t s ?  

A. I d i d  n o t ,  s ir .  

MR MACCRATE: Colonel  BALMER, I b e l i e v e  you i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  
  

a t  t h e  morning b r i e f i n g s  among t h o s e  p r e s e n t  w a s  t h e  a v i a t i o n  
  

o f f i c e r ?  
  


A., Y e s ,  s i r ,  I r e c a l l  t h a t  he was t h e r e  normal ly .  
  

I t  w a s  L i eu t enan t  Colonel  HOLLADAY a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  as I recall .  
  


Q And he was a d a i l y  p a r t i c i p a n t  when i n  t h e  a r e a  
  

i n  such morning b r i e f i n g s ?  
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A. I can n o t  r e c a l l  p r e c i s e l y .  Colonel HOLLADAY 
o r  t h e  a v i a t i o n  o f f i c e r  w a s  a 7-day-a-week regu la r .  He' 
even a t tended on Sundays, too.  I be l i eve  t h a t  he was. 
I do r e c a l l  t h a t  he was absent  from time t o  t ime, bu t  he 
moved about t h e  d i v i s i o n  a r e a  a b i t  more f r e e l y  than t h e  
G s t a f f  and on occasions was not  present .  A s  I r e c a l l ,  
he was considered a r e g u l a r  and, a s  a r u l e ,  was p r e s e n t  
a t  these  morning meetings. I could be mistaken on t h a t .  
He was t h e r e  when s i g n i f i c a n t  ma t t e r s  on a v i a t i o n  w e r e  
d iscussed.  There was some d i scuss ion  on whether o r  no t  
he should be p resen t  a s  a r egu la r .  My r e c o l l e c t i o n  is  
t h a t  Colonel HOLLADAY was a r egu la r .  

Q - Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  i n  t h i s  t i m e  
per iod ,  March 1968, of Colonel HOLLADAY a t  such morning 
b r i e f i n g s ,  d i scuss ing  any mat t e r s  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  opera t ion  
of t h e e v i a t i g n  u n i t s  i n  connection with t h e  P i n k v i l l e  
project--Task Force Barker opera t ion-- tha t  you descr ibed  
t o  us e a r l i e r ?  

A. No, s i r ,  I have no r e c o l l e c t i o n  of Colonel 
HOLLADAY b r ing ing  up such a mat ter .  

Q You s t a t e d  a l i t t l e  e a r l i e r  t h a t  it had been 
your r e c o l l e c t i o n  t h a t  t h e  opera t ion  i n  My Lai  ( 4 )  had 
been unopposed, bu t  r e c e n t l y  i n  General STILWELLVso f f i c e  
you had g o t t e n  t h e  impression t h a t  some oppos i t ion  had 
been encountered. Can you i d e n t i f y  f o r  us from whom 
you rece ived  t h i s  information,  t h a t  t h e  opera t ion  was 
opposed? 

A. Most of our  combat assaults--when we went 
i n t o  our landing  zones following a r t i l l e r y  preps--were 
unopposed. What we c a l l  a co ld  LZ. A s  I say ,  I r e c a l l  
b r i e f i n g  t h a t  a s  a co ld  LZ. A s  I mentioned e a r l i e r ,  i n  
General STILWELLVso f f i c e  it was brought up t h a t  some f i r e  
had been rece ived  a s  t h e  t roops  were being landed i n  LZ 
C/1/20--and t h a t  t h e  word went ou t  over t h e  command n e t  
a t  t h a t  t ime t h a t  t h e  LZ was no t  co ld  b u t ,  i n  f a c t ,  hot .  
Who s a i d  t h a t  i n  General STILWELL's o f f i c e ,  I am no t  
c e r t a i n .  I b e l i e v e  it may have been Major WATKE. H e  
was t h e  one i n  t h e  room most f a m i l i a r  with t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  
aspects .  He was a i rborne  a t  t h a t  t ime, and, a s  t h e  com­
manding o f f i c e r  of t h e  123dVsaero-scout company, e i t h e r  
he o r  Lieutenant  Colonel FRANKLIN, of t h e  11th  Brigade, 
may have brought up t h a t  po in t .  I cannot be p r e c i s e  
t h e r e ,  sir. 
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I g a t h e r  t h a t  you are u n c l e a r  today as t o  j u s t  
what w a s  your  o p e r a t i n g  procedure  i n  1968 w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  
t h e  r e p o r t i n g  of c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s .  You f i r s t  s a i d  t h a t  
how they  were k i l l e d  would determine whether an i n v e s t i g a ­
t i o n  should  ensue ,  and then  you s a i d ,  "No, I r e t r a c t  t h a t . "  
And you t a l k e d  about what might be t h e  s i t u a t i o n s  t h a t  might 
war ran t  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  But a s  you t h i n k  back a s  t o  what 
w a s  your a t t i t u d e  a t  t h e  t i m e ,  I g a t h e r  t h a t  t h e r e  was no 
clear d e l i n e a t i o n  a s  t o  what should  be done? 

A. Tha t  is r i g h t ,  s ir .  The reason  I r e t r a c t e d  
t h a t  was t h a t  a s  I thought  more about  t h e  number t h a t  
General PEERS gave m e ,  25 t o  30- -cer ta in ly  i f  t h a t  number 
of c i v i l i a n s  had been r e p o r t e d  k i l l e d ,  t h e r e  would have 
been an i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  I t  d e f i n i t e l y  would have been 
f lagged  i n  my mind a s  a r e p o r t a b l e  i t e m  t o  pas s  through 
our normal o p e r a t i o n a l  r e p o r t i n g  channe l s ,  i n  t h i s  ca se  
t o  I11 MAF. But t h e  reason I changed my answer w a s  t h a t  
i f  one o r  two had been k i l l e d  i n  t h e  cou r se  of  an a r t i l ­
l e r y  p repa ra t ion - - i f  it  had been m e n t i ~ n e d  t h a t  one o r  
t w o  had been a c c i d e n t a l l y  k i l l e d - - t h e r e  w a s  n o t ,  t o  my 
r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  a f i rm ,  ha rd  requirement  t o  r e p o r t  t h i s  
up through o p e r a t i o n a l  and command channe ls  a t  t h a t  
t i m e .  

a- I n  answer t o  a q u e s t i o n  by General  PEERS, 
you s a i d  t h a t  c e r t a i n  t h i n g s  were s i g n i f i c a n t  matters 
r e l a t i n g  t o  o p e r a t i o n s ,  and t h e r e f o r e  you would expec t  
t h e  b r igade  t o  r e p o r t  it up t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n .  What 
i n s t r u c t i o n s  d i d  t h e  b r i g a d e  have t o  h e l p  d e f i n e  what 
was a s i g n i f i c a n t  m a t t e r  r e l a t i n g  t o  o p e r a t i o n s  t h a t  
it would pas s  up t o  d i v i s i o n  i n  r e s p e c t  t o  c i v i l i a n  
c a s u a l t i e s ?  

A. I n  r e s p e c t  t o  c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s ,  none, 
sir ,  i n  w r i t i n g  or--again i n  my reco l lec t ion- -none  
passed  s p e c i f i c a l l y  t o  t h e  u n i t s ,  such as i n  t h e  e v e n t  
of  c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s ,  make cer ta in- - (whether  it be 
one o r  ten)--and r e p o r t  t h i s  t o  d i v i s i o n  headqua r t e r s .  
can n o t  r e c a l l  any such i n s t r u c t i o n s  going o u t  o r  any 
f i r m  w r i t t e n  guidance from headqua r t e r s  of t h e  d i v i s i o n ,  
o r  h i g h e r ,  of  a p r e c i s e  requirement  t o  r e p o r t  t h a t .  

Q - Why would you expec t  t h e  b r i g a d e  t o  r e g a r d  
c e r t a i n  t h i n g s  i n  t h i s  a r e a  as s i g n i f i c a n t ,  and c e r t a i n  
o t h e r  t h i n g s  t hey  could d i smis s  as i n s i g n i f i c a n t ?  What 
g u i d e l i n e s  would they  be expec ted  t o  fo l low,  i n  your  mind? 
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A. Judgzpent a lone ,  sir ,  a s  a s i g n i f i c a n t  
r epor tab le  matter r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  combat opera t ion  
a t  hand. 

Q .. Have you been p resen t  during any of t h e  
testimony given f o r  t h e  Congressional subcommittee? 

No, sir,  I have not .  

Q- I b e l i e v e  you r e f e r r e d  t o  General KOSTER 
c a l l i n g  you on t h e  telephone. General KOSTER d i d  i n  
h i s  testimony here  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  he had spoken with 
you t o  i n q u i r e  about t h e  r e p o r t i n g  of c i v i l i a n  cas- 
u a l t i e s  wi th in  I11 MAE' and t h e  America1 area .  Were 
t h e r e  any o t h e r  ma t t e r s  covered i n  t h a t  conversat ion,  
t h a t  you can r e c a l l ,  where you were a s s i s t i n g  General 
KOSTER t o  r e f r e s h  h i s  r e c o l l e c t i o n ?  We a r e  concerned 
about t h i s ,  because we f i n d  t h a t  when people t a l k  t o  
one another  i d e a s  o r i g i n a t e .  And when we a r e  t r y i n g  
t o  g e t  t o  what a r e  t h e  f a c t s ,  we l i k e  t o  t r a c e  these  
th ings  back t o  t h e  source.  Now, d i d  you c o v e r a n y -  
t h i n g  e l s e  i n  t h a t  conversat ion t h a t  you can now 
r e c a l l  t h a t  would h e l p  us i n  t h i s  r e spec t?  

C 

A. The only ma t t e r  t h a t  General KOSTER 
and I d iscussed ,  o t h e r  than t h e  requirements f o r  
r epor t ing  c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s  t o  h igher  head- 
q u a r t e r s ,  was t h e  abbrevia t ions  we used i n  our  
opera t iona l  r e p o r t s  o r  s i t u a t i o n  r e p o r t s .  H e  
had asked me what G I A  s tood f o r .  I could no t  
c l a r i f y  what t h e  abbrevia t ion  G I A  s tood f o r .  H e  
asked me what t h e  pa ren thes i s  S  was a f t e r  t h e  de- 
t a i n e e .  For example, VCS w a s  a  suspect ,  He s a i d  
t h a t  i s  what he thought.  So he asked me only what 
t h a t  S s tood f o r ,  what t h e  G s tood f o r ,  and then  
what our requirments were t h a t  I have a l ready in -  
d ica ted .  

Q - You i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  you spen t  most of your 	
time involved i n  ongoing opera t ions  and were i n  t h e  TOC 
a  g r e a t  p a r t  of your day, and t h a t  you would have re-  
turned t o  t h e  TOC a t  Chu Lai sometime on t h e  17th of 
March -­
A. 	 ( In te rpos ing)  I be l i eve  it was t h e  17th ,  sir. 

Q. Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  during your per iod  
i n  t h e  TOC o r  a s  you were fol lowing communications a t  t h a t  
time o r  perhaps a s  r epor ted  by o t h e r s ,  t h a t  General KOSTER 

22 	  APP T-26 
 
 



1 

1 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
 


~ o u n t e m a n d e dan o r d e r  t h a t  had been g iven  by Colonel  
HENDERSONw i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  sweep back by ~ / 1 / 2 0  
through My La i  ( 4 ) ? 

A. N o ,  s i r ,  I do n o t .  W e  monitored i n  t h e  d i v i ­
- s ion TOC, t h e  d i v i s i o n  command n e t ,  of  cou r se ,  and could  
hear  some of t h e  t r ansmis s ions  made by General  KOSTER, 
t o  whoever he  w a s  communicating wi th .  Others  we could 
no t ,  depending on t h e  range and where he w a s .  S imi l a r ly ,  
we 'could hea r  t h e  A D C ' s .  But as f a r  a s  General  KOSTER 
countermanding an o r d e r  by Colonel  HENDERSON t o  sweep 
back, no,  sir .  

Q You a t  no t ime have hea rd  of  such an o r d e r  
dur ing  t h i s  t i m e  frame i n  1968? Was such a m a t t e r  eve r  
d i scussed  i n  your p resence?  

A. I c a n ' t  answer p r e c i s e l y ,  because when I w a s  
a t  t h e  map, I recall  t h e r e  was some d i s c u s s i o n  whether t hey  
were going t o  walk o u t  o r  be l i f t e d  o u t .  Why I r e c a l l  t h a t ,  
I t h i n k  i s  on ly  because of t h e  b r i e f i n g  I r ece ived  on my 
r e t u r n .  I n  f a c t ,  t h e  p l a n  i n i t i a l l y  w a s  t h a t  t hey  would 
sweep back t o  t h e  w e s t .  They i n  f a c t ,  it was determined 
t h a t  it would be more prudent  t o  l i f t  them o u t .  The rea­
son w a s  e s s e n t i a l l y  because ' o f  t h e  mine i n f e s t e d  a r e a ,  
booby t r a p  i n f e s t e d  a r ea .  I t  w a s  a ve ry  d i f f i c u l t  a r e a  
of o p e r a t i o n ,  indeed ,  from t h a t  s t a n d p o i n t .  But ,  p r e c i s e l y  
who made t h e  de t e rmina t ion ,  and what i n s t r u c t i o n s  went 
ou t ,  o r  i f  any countermanding w a s  done, I c a n ' t  answer 
t h a t .  

Q Do .you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of t h e  reason  f o r  
d i s c u s s i n g  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of walking o u t ?  

A. No, sir.  I would imagine t h a t  when t h e  i n i t i a l  
o p e r a t i o n  o r d e r  was developed by Task Force B a r k e r , .  t h e  

. ,plan had c a l l e d  f o r  t h a t ,  i n  o r d e r  t o  -­
Q ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  This  i s  a m a t t e r ,  n o t  of  your 
r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  b u t  of con jec tu re .  I show you E x h i b i t  M-7, 
and ask you i f  t h a t  i s  anyth ing  which you p a r t i c i p a t e d  
i n  p repa r ing?  

A. I recall  t h i s  message, s i r ,  d r a f t e d  by my as ­
s i s t a n t ,  Major SAINT. I s e e  it was d i spa t ched  on t h e  1 9 t h  
of March. I w a s  back a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  and I do recall  a con­
g r a t u l a t o r y  message on Muscatine going o u t .  
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Q. And I show you M-9 and ask you i f  you p a r t i -  
  
c i p a t e d  i n  t h e  p r e p a r a t i o n ,  d r a f t i n g ,  o r  concept ion of 
t h a t  document? 
 

A. I do n o t  r e c a l l  having d r a f t e d  t h i s  person- 
a l l y ,  o r  it having been done anywhere i n  t h e  G3 o f f i c e s  
o r  t h e  TOC. Now t h a t  you show it t o  m e ,  I r e c a l l  t h i s .  
I had n o t  p rev ious ly  r e c a l l e d  it. This  was a  pe r iod  of 
g r e a t  emphasis on doing noth ing  which would jeopard ize  
our  mission t h e r e .  I t  was r epea ted ly  emphasized by Gen- 
e r a l  KOSTER and t h e  p r i n c i p a l  commanders. I t  i n i t i a l l y  
came up 3 o r  4 months e a r l i e r  concerning any i n d i s -  
c r imina te  burning o f  enemy o r  suspec ted  VC v i l l a g e s  o r  
hootches.  That i s  what I r e c a l l  brought t h i s  problem 
i n t o  focus.  There would be no burning of v i l l a g e s  o r  
anything r e l a t e d  t o  t h i s  un le s s  expres s ly  c l e a r e d  by 
General  KOSTER o r  one of t h e  two a s s i s t a n t  d i v i s i o n  
commanders who normally had a s p e c i f i c  a r e a  of respon ­
s i b i l i t y .  But I do r e c a l l  t h a t  now. 

Q. You r e c a l l  t h e  2 4  March communication from 
General KOSTER t o  a l l  commanders. Do you r e c a l l  who it 
was i n  d i v i s i o n  headquar te rs  who prepared t h e  communica- 
t i o n ?  

A. I do n o t ,  sir. 

Q. Do you r e c a l l  any d i scuss ion  about i t s  prepara ­
t i o n ?  

I do n o t ,  s i r ,  a t  t h i s  p o i n t  i n  t i m e .  

Q. A r e  t h e r e  any i n d e n t i f y i n g  marks upon it t h a t  
would i n d i c a t e  i t s  source  and who might have p a r t i c i p a t e d  - . 

i n  i t s  d r a f t i n g ?  

A. There i s ,  sir. I t  was typed from t h e  C G ' s  o f ­
f i c e ;  t h a t  was h i s  o f f i c e  symbol. I t  was no t  typed i n  G 3 .  
That was General  KOSTER's  o f f i c e  symbol, and I would pre- 
sume t h a t  t h i s  was, i n  f a c t ,  typed i n  t h e  C G ' s  o f f i c e  and 
no t  done by G 3 .  

Q- Well, would t h e  ch ie f  of s t a f f ' s  o f f i c e  par-  
t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  p r e p a r a t i o n  of  i t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  I would c e r t a i n l y  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t o  be 
t h e  case. 
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Q Well, a s  t h e  a s s i s t a n t  ch ief  of s t a f f ,  would 
you be involved i n  i t s  prepara t ion?  

A. Not n e c e s s a r i l y ,  sir. I n  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  case ,  
I was no t .  

Q And you have no r e c o l l e c t i o n  of any d iscuss ion  
of t h e  p repara t ion  and d i spa tch  of any such d i r e c t i v e  on 
o r  about 24 March? 

A. None whatsoever. A t  t h i s  t ime,  a s  I have indi ­
'cated,  I do now r e c a l l  t h a t  document. 

I 0 : With respec t  t o  t h i s  same s u b j e c t ,  Colonel BALMER, 
do you r e c a l l ,  e i t h e r  a t  a commanders conference o r  a t  one 
of your evening s t a f f  b r i e f i n g s ,  General KOSTER addressing 
the  s u b j e c t  of c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s  i n  t h e  cons iderable  d e t a i l ?  

A. Considerable d e t a i l ,  I do n o t ,  sir .  I cannot 

' 
remember t h i s  being a s p e c i a l  t o p i c  t h a t  he brought up i n  
e i t h e r  of t h e  two d a i l y  meetings. 

Q I am concerned more with t h e  emphasis which he 
placed on it than  I am on t h e  ma t t e r  of d e t a i l ?  

A. The emphasis was c i e a r  -­
Q* ( In terpos ing)  In a d iscuss ion?  

A. I n  a s p e c i f i c  d i s c u s s i o n ? ­

Q- I n  a s p e c i f i c  d iscuss ion .  

A. No, s i r ,  as  a  s p e c i f i c  t o p i c  h igh l igh ted  a t  a 
s p e c i f i c  meeting, I cannot r e c a l l .  

Q- I have here  a document which has been en te red  
i n t o  t h e  evidence as  Exhibi t  D-6, Di rec t ive  525-3, Head­
q u a r t e r s ,  MACV. I would ask i f  you have seen t h e  document. 

A. No, sir. I do n o t  r e c a l l  eve r  having read t h i s  
document. 

a .  Was t h e  philosophy concerning noncombatant casual ­
t i e s  and minimizing them, a s  i n d i c a t e d  he re ,  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  
t h a t  which was pu t  ou t  i n  your SOP and t h a t  which i s  includ ­
ed a s  a  ma t t e r  of po l i cy  f o r  t h e  d i v i s i o n ?  
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A. I f e e l  t h a t  I can answer t h a t  i n  t h e  a f f i rma ­
t i v e ,  y e s ,  sir. I have n o t  r ead  t h i s  t h i n g  y e t ,  b u t  t h e  
s u b j e c t  of t h i s  MACV d i r e c t i v e ,  as I look a t  it q u i c k l y ,  
t h e  tone  of it, I f e e l  c e r t a i n  i s  r e f l e c t e d  i n  o u r  Americal 
Div is ion  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  combat o p e r a t i o n s - - c e r t a i n l y  i n  
minimizing noncombatant c a s u a l t i e s .  

Q. I have h e r e  ano the r  e x h i b i t ,  D - 1 ,  from Head­
q u a r t e r s ,  MACV. Would you i n d i c a t e  whether you have seen  
t h i s  document o r  n o t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir ,  I have seen t h i s  document. I have only  
seen  t h i s  document w i t h i n  t h e  l a s t  2 weeks. We happen t o  
be p roces s ing  t h i s  a s  a m a t t e r  of  Congress ional  i n q u i r y .  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  remember t h i s  one because t h e  A p r i l  1967 ver ­
s i o n  of MACV D i r e c t i v e  20-4 has  s c r i b b l e d  a c r o s s  t h e  f r o n t :  
"Superseded by 1968 v e r s i o n , "  and I have seen  bo th  of t h o s e  
two, b u t  seen  them i n  t h e  course  of  my p r e s e n t  d u t i e s  only .  

Q- You do n o t  r e c a l l  having seen t h i s  document 
when you were t h e  G 3  of  t h e  Americal Div is ion?  

A. I do n o t ,  sir.  

Q- I show you ano the r  e x h i b i t ,  E x h i b i t  M-8, p re ­
pa red  by Headquar ters ,  I11 MAE'. 

A. S i r ,  I do n o t  recal l  having r ead  t h i s  s p e c i f i c  
document, "111 MAF Force  Order."  

MR WEST: Colonel  BALMER, w e  have,  I would . say ,  s u f f i ­
c i e n t  ev idence  t o  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  i n  t h i s  combat a s s a u l t  of  
Cha r l i e  Company on My La i  ( 4 )  : t h e r e  was no enemy oppo­
s i t i o n  whatever from t h e  hamlet ;  t h e  company drew no enemy 
f i r e ,  t hey  s u f f e r e d  no k i l l e d ,  no wounded excep t  one man 
who s h o t  h imse l f  i n  t h e  f o o t ;  They r e p o r t e d  86 t o  90 VC 
k i l l e d  as t h e i r  s h a r e  of  t h e  d a y ' s  body count  b u t  o t h e r  
evidence i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  were very  few persons  found 
dead i n  t h e  a r e a  who could  have been l o g i c a l l y  c l a s s i f i e d  
as a VC o r  VC s u s p e c t ;  t h a t  t h e r e  were a s u b s t a n t i a l  num­
b e r  of  women and c h i l d r e n  k i l l e d  i n  t h e  hamlet  t h a t  morn­
i n g ;  t h a t  no one o u t s i d e  t h e  company was p r e s e n t  i n  My Lai  
( 4 )  du r ing  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  excep t ion  of  c e r t a i n  
persons  a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  company commander's command group; 
t h a t  t hey  were n o t  v i s i t e d  by any s u p e r i o r  o f f i c e r  du r ing  
t h i s  pe r iod ;  and t h a t ,  i n  t h e  2 o r  3 days immediately 
fo l lowing  t h a t ,  and i n c l u d i n g  t h e  a f t e rnoon  of 1 6 t h ,  no 
one from Task Force Barker ,  o r  t h e  b r i g a d e ,  o r  t h e  div ­
i s i o n ,  v i s i t e d  t h e  scene.  This  i n d i c a t e s  t o  me  a 
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s o r t  of i s o l a t i o n  of t h e  b a t t l e f i e l d ,  i n  which events  could 
take  p lace  without  t h e  knowledge of br igade o r  d i v i s i o n .  I n  
your opin ion ,  i s  it possible--considering t h e  way t h e  d i v i ­
s i o n ,  t h e  b r igade ,  and Task Force Barker opera ted ,  t h e  type  
of r e p o r t s  t h a t  were requi red  t o  be made and were received- ­
t h a t  a hundred o r  more noncombatant c i v i l i a n s  could have 
been k i l l e d  i n  My Lai ( 4 )  , t h a t  morning and it would no t  
have been made known up t h e  l i n e  t o  d i v i s i o n ?  

A. Poss ib le ,  yes .  However, I c e r t a i n l y  cannot con­
ceive of such an occurrence no t  being repor ted .  Cer ta in ly  
there  was a c l e a r  ob l iga t ion  on t h e  p a r t  of t h e  e n t i r e  corn­
mand chain t o  r e p o r t  any unusual,  u n c h a r a c t i s t i c  occurrences 
such as  t h i s .  

Q Let  me put it i n  a l i t t l e  d i f f e r e n t  way. I g e t  
the  p i c t u r e  of a combat a s s a u l t  i n  which a company is l i f t e d  
i n  and p u t  on t h e  ground. They a r e  t h e r e  on t h e i r  own, by 
themselves. They have rad io  communications. You have t h e  
t a sk  force  comnander , brigade commander, t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander, 
perhaps, t h e  a s s i s t a n t  d i v i s i o n  commander f o r  maneuver who 
a re  o u t ,  genera l ly  i n  t h e  a r e a  i n  t h e i r  h e l i c o p t e r s .  They 
have r a d i o  communications. They can a s c e r t a i n  what i s  going 
on i n  t h a t  way, bu t  they d o n ' t  g e t  down on t h e  ground and 
t a l k  t o  t h e  company commander and s e e  what i s  going on. When 
the  day ends,  and they go back t o  t h e i r  headquarters  t o  t h e i r  
b i l l e t s ,  only the  company s t a y s  on t h e  scene.  So, t o  a good 
ex ten t  they a r e  i s o l a t e d ,  by themselves. Now, l e t ' s  suppose 
wi th in  t h e  company something l i k e  t h i s  occurs ,  and they de­
c ide  t h a t  they a r e  j u s t  no going t o  say anything about it. Is 
t h e r e  any apparatus  through which t h e  events  would be repor t ­
ed and t h i s  conspiracy--if you want t o  c a l l  it that--would 
be defea ted  by t h a t  system? 

A. I f  anything of t h e  magnitude and na tu re  of what 
i s  under i n v e s t i g a t i o n  here  i n  f a c t ,  occurred,  it i s  incon­
ceivable  t o  me t h a t  t h e  company could have s u c c e s s f u l l y ,  on 
i t s  own, concealed it, because of t h e  i n t e n s e  command a t t e n ­
t i o n  a t  a l l  l e v e l s  given t o  any s i g n i f i c a n t  opera t ion .  And 
t h i s  was t h e  most s i g n i f i c a n t  opera t ion  w i t h i n  t h a t  p a r t i c ­
u l a r  time frame, c e r t a i n l y  of those s e v e r a l  days. E i t h e r  
t h e  commanding genera l  o r  one of t h e  a s s i s t a n t  d i v i s i o n  
commanders h a b i t u a l l y  were i n  t h e  immediate a r e a  of any 
combat opera t ion  i f  we had any reason t o  be l i eve  it 
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would be of any consequence--and c e r t a i n l y  t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  
commander himself .  I t  was h i s  opera t ion  of t h e  day; h i s  
prime r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  was i t s  supervis ion .  

Q - Let  us  assume t h a t  t h e  t a s k  fo rce  commander, i n  
concer t  with t h e  company commander, took c a r e  t o  i n s u r e  t h a t  
no more than a  few c i v i l i a n  deaths  were r epor ted ,  t o l d  t h e i r  
men not  t o  t a l k  about t h e  matter-- that  it was under i n v e s t i ­
gation--not t o  t a l k  among themselves about it, o r  t o  o the r s .  
Under those cond i t ions ,  would i t  be p o s s i b l e  t h a t  you wouldn't 
have heard about i t - - t h a t  t h e  d i v i s i o n  wouldn't  have learned  
of t h e  i n c i d e n t ?  

A. I n  t h a t  con tex t ,  I would say it i s  poss ib le .  I n  
f a c t ,  i f ,  e i t h e r  a t  t a s k  fo rce  l e v e l  o r  company l e v e l ,  those 
who were p r e s e n t  a t  t h a t  time were t o l d  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
was being conducted and t h a t  t h e r e  would be no discussion- ­
i f  t h a t  i n s t r u c t i o n  had gone o u t  i t ' s  conceivable t o  m e  t h a t  
it would n o t  be known a t  br igade o r  d i v i s i o n  l e v e l .  

Q You had your--the d i v i s i o n  i t s e l f  had no one on 
t h e  ground r e p o r t i n g  d i r e c t l y  back t o  them concerning t h e  
opera t ion?  A l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r ,  f o r  example? You had t o  de­
pend on r e p o r t s  t h a t  came i n  through channels? 

A. Regarding t h i s  s p e c i f i c  opera t ion ,  again? 

Q- Yes. 

A. No, sir. I n  f a c t  it would be an except ion f o r  
anybody t o  be on t h e  ground from d i v i s i o n  l e v e l  o r  even t h e  
br igade l e v e l .  From time t o  t ime, yes .  -From t h e  d i v i s i o n  
l e v e l  on t h e  ground dur ing  t h e  a c t u a l  ope ra t ion  when they  
a r e  encountering r e s i s t a n c e ,  i t ' s  not  too  f requent .  But-
no d i v i s i o n  l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r .  

Q- I n  genera l ,  you r e l i e d  on i n t e g r i t y ,  and t h e  
system, and t h e  r e p o r t s  t h a t  came through channels ,  t o  
l e a r n  what was going on? 

A. Yes, s i r .  The normal r epor t ing  procedures- ­
whether it be by r a d i o ,  whether it be i n  w r i t i n g ,  whether 
it be r e p o r t s  coming back from members of t h e  d i v i s i o n  
s t a f f  o r  command group who had been there--were our means 
of g e t t i n g  information. 

A. So, i n  f a c t ,  it was p o s s i b l e  f o r  t h e r e  t o  have 
been a coverup a t  lower l e v e l s ?  
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I would say,  yes ,  s i r ,  it was poss ib le .  

10: Carrying on t h e  d iscuss ion  of M r .  WEST, Colonel 
BALMER, would it be conceivable i n  your mind t h a t -  t h e  events  
which he descr ibed s o  v i v i d l y  would have been known by t h e  
people on t h e  ground and conceivably by o t h e r  i n z i v i d u a l s  
i n  t h e  t a s k  f o r c e ,  and a l s o ,  t h a t  t h e  people i n  you head- 
quarters n i g h t  have known about it, and t h a t  i f  t h e  s i t u a -  
t i o n  d i d  n o t  come t o  l i g h t  -­
A. ( In terpos ing)  It i s  conceivable yes ,  sir.  
Conceivable because of our  modus operandi countrywide-- 
e s s e n t i a l l y  CP and TOC bound, i n  my case.  I d i d  no t  ever 
v i s i t  t h a t  a r e a  on t h e  ground. I d id  v i s i t  Task Force 
Barker headquarters .  So it i s  conceivable t h a t ,  had 
t h a t  information been known a t  d i v i s i o n  headquar ters ,  it 
might n o t  have come t o  my a t t e n t i o n .  Even though of t h e  
magnitude which it may poss ib ly  be,  I s t i l l  would n o t  
have n e c e s s a r i l y  known about it. I was j u s t  n o t  i n  t h e  
i n v e s t i g a t i v e  command channel t o  t h a t  e x t e n t .  

I Q- I have a document, Exh ib i t  D-5, which I would 
l i k e  t o  r e f e r  t o  you and ask i f  you have seen t h i s  document. 
I t  i s  da ted  16 March, Regulation 525-4, Headquarters,  Arneri­
c a l  Divis ion.  

(I0 hands document t o  COL BALMER.) 

I r e c a l l  t h i s  document. Y e s ,  s ir ,  I have read 
t h i s .  

Q. I f  you w i l l  look a t  paragraph 10, you w i l l  no­
t i c e  t h a t  h i s  document uses a s  a r e fe rence  MACV 525-3, a­
mongst o t h e r  t h i n g s ,  and a l s o  inc ludes  I11 MAF Order 3121.5. 
To your knowledge, was t h i s  document pu t  ou t  a s  a working 
document f o r  informat ional  purposes p r i o r  t o  t h e  publ i -  
ca t ion  of t h e  document? 

A. I cannot again,  s i r ,  r e c a l l .  I r e c a l l  t h e  de- 
velopment of t h i s .  I r e c a l l  t h e  two o f f i c e r s  most concerned 
i n  i t s  development were then Major S A I N T  and Lieutenant  
Colonel KELLEY. This going ou t  i n  d r a f t  form t o  br igades o r  
t o  t h e  f i e l d  f o r  comment--I cannot say t h i s  with any as ­
surance. 

Q. Not f o r  comment, b u t  f o r  information purposes 
p r i o r  t o  pub l i ca t ion .  

(BALMER) 29 APP T-26 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
 



I 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY T 
A. I do n o t  r e c a l l ,  sir.  I ' m  s o r r y .  

COL WILSON: I assume you t o  be f a m i l i a r  w i th  t h e  r e p o r t s  
c o n t r o l  symbols t h e r e .  On t h e  combat a f t e r  a c t i o n  r e p o r t  
w e  found ABDF-GC1. What would t h a t  mean? 

Q- GC1,  r i g h t ,  fo l lowing  t h e  s u b j e c t .  

A. I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  remember t h e  breakout .  I f  I re­
c a l l ,  I t h i n k  we w e r e  GE a t  t h a t  t ime,  no GF. G3. So i f  
you back up, t h a t  would make it G 1 .  W e  would run t h a t  one 
down q u i t e  r e a d i l y .  ABDF was t h e  pref ix--or  t h e  one I a t ­
t r i b u t e d  t o  having been typed i n  t h e  C G ' s  o r  c h i e f  of s t a f f ' s  
o f f i c e .  GC1-- I  d o n ' t  recognize it. I t ' s  probably an 11th­
Brigade c o n t r o l  symbol. 

COL FRANKLIN:  S i r ,  you mentioned t h e r e  was i n t e n s e  command 
i n t e r e s t  i n  s i g n i f i c a n t  ope ra t ions .  Was t h a t  r e f l e c t e d  i n  
your b r i e f i n g  o f f i c e r s  r e a l l y  be ing  s o  up t o  d a t e  on what 
happened a t  t h i s  evening b r i e f i n g ?  Were t h e s e  people  p r e t t y  
w e l l  p u t  t o  t h e  tes t  by t h e  command group i n  t h e r e  as t o  
what happened, i n  d e t a i l ?  

A. A s  f a r  a s  t h e i r  be ing  very  knowledgeable, t h e  
b r i e f i n g  o f f i c e r s  themselves w e r e ,  i n  a l l  a s p e c t s  of  t h e  
b r i e f i n g ,  very d e f i n i t e l y .  Those two o f f i c e r s  were i n  t h e  
TOC a l l  day and s p e n t  t h e  e n t i r e  day p repa r ing  themselves 
t o  be a s  w e l l  equipped a s  p o s s i b l e  f o r  t h e  evening b r i e f -  
ing .  They g o t  every  shred ,  p i e c e  of in format ion  w e  could  
g e t  our hands on,  and would r e l a y  a s  much of t h a t  i n f o r -  
mation a s  would seem a p p r o p r i a t e  a t  t h e  b r i e f i n g  f o r  t h e  
d i v i s i o n  commander. 

Q. And t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  he re  was t h e  most s i g n i f i c a n t  
t h a t  Task Force Barker had been engaged up t o  t h i s  t ime? 
Even a cursory  reading  of t h e  l o g ,  a s  w e  have it up h e r e ,  
shows t h a t  C Company claimed a 90 body count ,  t h e  LZ was 
h o t ,  and t h e r e  were no C Company c a s u a l t i e s .  That i s  what 
you g e t  from t h e  log .  And i f  you check f u r t h e r ,  you would 
f i n d  o u t  t h a t  6 9  of t h e s e  90 c a s u a l t i e s  w e r e  from a r t i l l e r y  
f i r e  and t h e  a r t y  prep.  There were on ly ,  s ay ,  50 t o  100 
rounds f i r e d .  I f  t h i s  were brought  o u t  a t  t h e  b r i e f i n g ,  
would t h i s  cause cons ide rab le  d i scuss ion?  I mean would 
t h i s  f l a g  it a s  s o r t  of unusual--90 body count and zero  
c a s u a l t i e s ,  and a h o t  LZ? 

(BALMER) 30 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



nand 
i n  

3 t  
r e t t y  
3 

3 

3 
the 
2s 
f-
Id -

c a n t  
? 
e f 
s 
hat 
u l d  
l e r y  
0 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

A. I would t h i n k  t h a t  it would c e r t a i n l y  be taken  
  

up as a noteworthy,  c e r t a i n l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  i t e m .  Whether a 
 

d i s c u s s i o n  would t a k e  p l a c e  i n  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  enviroment ,  
  

I c o u l d n ' t  say--most l i k e l y  n o t .  There would be no d i scus ­ 
  

s i o n  on it. I n  f a c t ,  you would r ead  it y o u r s e l f .  
  


Q S i r ,  you say  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a c l e a r  emphasis on 
n o t  h u r t i n g  c i v i l i a n s .  Genera l ly  when t h e r e  i s  an emphasis 
on something by a gene ra l  o f f i c e r  o r  commander, t h i s  i s  r e ­
f l e c t e d  bo th  i n  t a l k i n g  a l l  t h e  t i m e  and a l s o  i n  documents. 
Now, i f  t h e r e  i s  a c l e a r  emphasis on n o t  h u r t i n g  c i v i l i a n s ,  
t h e r e  would g e n e r a l l y  be a r e p o r t i n g  system s o  t h a t  t h e  com­
mands know t h a t  c i v i l i a n s  a r e  h u r t .  For example, i n  t h e  9 th  
~ i v i s i o nt h e r e  i s  a spec i a l - - i n  t h e  G3 shop they  se t  up a  
procedure of implementing r e p o r t s ,  s p o t  r e p o r t s .  And a l s o ,  
i n  n o t  h u r t i n g  c i v i l i a n s ,  you have t o  be v e r y  p r e c i s e  on 
your  r u l e s  of engagement. You know b e t t e r  t h a n  I how much 
w e  dwel t  on t h o s e  t h i n g s .  And u s u a l l y  i n  a G3 shop you 
g e t  involved  i n  t h e s e  k inds  of documents. You have seen  
one " r u l e s  of engagement" document d a t e d  1 6 t h  March. P r i o r  
t o  t h i s ,  was t h e r e  a document t h a t  you o p e r a t e d  o u t  of con­
c e rn ing  r u l e s  of engagement? 

A.  S i r ,  I ' d  l i k e  t o  rev iew,  i f  I might b r i e f l y ,  t h e  
background on t h e  q u e s t i o n  t h a t  Colonel  FRANKLIN has  addres ­
s ed  t o  me. A s  you kccw, Task Force Sregon ;;as foi-iriled i i i  1967, 
e a r l y  1967, and b e f o r e  it moved i n t o  t h e  Chu La i  a r e a  t o  re­
l i e v e  t h e  Marines ,  a d r a f t  SOP, o r  an SOP i t s e l f ,  was p re ­
p a r ed  by the - - I  l e a r n e d  t h i s  l a t e r - - t h e  G3 t o  b e ,  Colonel  
George WALLACE. This  was w r i t t e n  b e f o r e  Task Force Oregon 
e n t e r e d  t h e  a r e a ,  Chu La i  a r e a .  A s  a Task Force O r e ­
gon f i e l d  SOP, w r i t t e n  SOP, it was provided  t o  t h e  u n i t s  
which w e r e  a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  Task Force.  A t  t h a t  t i m e  it was 
196th;  1st Br igade ,  1 0 l s t ;  and 3d Br igade ,  4 th  D iv i s ion .  
A s  Task Force Oregon became Americal D iv i s ion  i n  October  
of  1967, it was t h e n  neces sa ry  t o  r e v i s e ,  f o r  heading  pur ­
poses  i f  no o t h e r  reason ,  t h a t  t h i s  was now t h e  America1 
Div i s ion  SOP and no longe r  t h e  Task Force Oregon SOP. Con­
s i d e r a b l e  work was accomplished on b r i n g i n g  it up t o  d a t e  
and making i t  a s  e f f e c t i v e  a s  p o s s i b l e ,  t h e  Task Force Oregon 
SOP i n  t h e  hands of t h e  a t t a c h e d  u n i t s ,  by my p redeces so r ,  
L i e u t e n a n t  Colone l  GRANGER. 

When I a r r i v e d  a t  d i v i s i o n  h e a d q u a r t e r s ,  t h e  f i r s t  
week i n  December 1967, t h i s  was one of  t 'he o u t s t a n d i n g  pro ­
jects. H e  s a i d :  "Here i s  ou r  e x i s t i n g  SOP, Task Force Oregon. 
H e r e  is  o u r  working d r a f t  on ou r  Americal D iv i s ion  SOP. W e  
a r e  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  t h i s  t h i n g  o u t  i n t o  t h e  hands of  ou r  a t ­
t a ched  u n i t s . "  A t  t h a t  t i m e  we w e r e  t a k i n g  on u n i t s  r a t h e r  
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r a p i d l y  i n  t h e  Americal Div is ion .  So, u s ing  such r e f e r e n c e  
m a t e r i a l  a s  was a v a i l a b l e  t o  us from a l l  s o u r c e s ,  I t u r n e d  
t h i s  p r o j e c t  o v e r  t o  Major Crosb ie  SAINT, and he worked long 
and hard  on t h i s .  I t  w a s  s t a f f e d ,  th roughout  t h e  d i v i s i o n  
s t a f f ,  f o r  t h e  p r e p a r a t i o n  of  t h e  v a r i o u s  annexes.  I then  
g o t  L ieu t enan t  Colonel  KELLEY i n t o  my G3 shop,  and one of  t h e  
s p e c i a l  p r o j e c t s  t h a t  I gave him was t o  work on t h i s  SOP and 
t o  g e t  it o u t .  We wanted t o  g e t  it pub l i shed  and fo rma l i zed  
and i n  t h e  hands of o u r  normal u n i t s  a s  q u i c k l y  as p o s s i b l e .  
H e  p u t  a d d i t i o n a l  e f f o r t  i n t o  it, and it f i n a l l y  went o u t  i n  
t h i s  same t ime frame a s  t h e  Americal Div i s ion  SOP, a  copy of  
which I have n o t  s een  s i n c e  I d e p a r t e d  t h e  America1 Div is ion .  
This  was i n  my l a s t  s e v e r a l  weeks o f  du ty  i n  t h e  Americal  
Div is ion .  

But a s  t h e  v a r i o u s  b r i g a d e s  came i n t o  t h e  A m e r i ­
c a l  ~ i v i s i o n ,  f i r s t  t h e  198th  from Hood i n  October 1967 and 
then  t h e  l l t h  Brigade from Hawaii i n  December, i n  each case 
t h e  advance p a r t i e s  came t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n  and one of  t h e  e m ­
phas ized  i t ems  w a s  o u r  SOP. The packe t s  w e  gave t o  each  u n i t  
and each i n d i v i d u a l  of  t h e  incoming u n i t ,  as I r e c a l l ,  had 
t h e  "Nine Rules , "  t h e  hand l ing  o f  t h e  enemy, and it had a 
working copy of  ou r  e x i s t i n g  SOP. So, t h e  d r a f t  SOP, which 
had n o t  gone t o  p r e s s  w i t h  t h e  Americal  D iv i s ion  head ing ,  
was given t o  t h e  198th  and t h e  l l t h  Brigade advance p a r t i e s .  
A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  i n  t h e  o r i e n t a t i o n  of  t h e  advance p a r t i e s ,  
and t h e  main b o d i e s ,  when they  a r r i v e d ,  t h e  m a t t e r  of  non­
combatants and t h e  r u l e s  of engagement were s t r e s s e d  re­
p ea t ed ly  th roughout  t h e  e n t i r e  cha in  of command. This  w a s  
a s p e c i a l  i t e m  which General  KOSTER emphasized each  week 
as  he g r e e t e d  t h e  replacements  f o r  t h a t  week, who went 
through a 1 week o r i e n t a t i o n ,  in -count ry  t r a i n i n g  c y c l e .  
H e  covered t h e  broad r u l e s  of  engagement. I accompanied 
him on t h e s e  o r i e n t a t i o n s  on s e v e r a l  occas ions .  He d i d  
t h i s  f i r s t  t h i n g  eve ry  Thursday morning. I t  would stress 
t h e  importance of o u r  miss ion  i n  Vietnam, t h e  impact  of  
i n j u r y  t o  t h e  c i v i l i a n s  through o u r  own combat o p e r a t i o n s ,  
t r ea tmen t  of t h e  c i v i l i a n s  whether t hey  be suspec t ed  of 
being VC o r i e n t a t e d  o r  n o t ,  hand l ing  of  p r i s o n e r s ,  and 
was an a r e a  which w a s  covered i n  t h e  week 's  i n s t r u c t i o n  
a t  ou r  combat c e n t e r  a t  Chu La i .  So, t h e  America1 Div- 
i s i o n ,  be fo re  it was Task Force  Oregon, made a dec ided  
command e f f o r t  t o  v e r i f y  t h a t  t h e  a t t a c h e d  u n i t s  and a l l  , 
i n d i v i d u a l s  of t h e s e  u n i t s  were f u l l y  aware of t h e  ex­
i s t i n g  r u l e s  which governed o u r  combat o p e r a t i o n s  t h e r e ;  
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These rules--whether t h e y  be from MACV o r  I11 MAF--I do n o t  
r e c a l l  r e f e r r i n g  t o  USARV documents--the f a c t  t h a t  I11 MAF 
operated d i r e c t l y  under MACV--we recognized  t h a t  w e  had a 
d i r e c t i v e  t o  fo l low a l l  up and down t h e  l i n e .  I have a l -  
ready t e s t i f i e d  about  having i n  my hand t h e  MACV d i r e c t i v e  
p e r t a i n i n g  t o  t h i s  s u b j e c t .  The I11 MAF f o r c e  o r d e r  change 
d i r e c t i v e  I cannot  p r e c i s e l y  r e c a l l .  Th is  document I do re­
c a l l :  Regula t ion  525-4, America1 Div i s ion ,  d a t e d  16 March 
( ~ x h i b i t  D-5). It  w a s  a G3 e f f o r t  t o  g e t  it o u t .  

I see now t h a t  o u r  c o n t r o l  symbol appears  t o  have 
 
been AGA i n  a s  much a s  30 cop ie s  were d i s t r i b u t e d  t o  ABDF AGA. 
I 
 That must have been t h e  G3 symbol t h e r e .  
  

But,  emphasis w a s  p l a c e d  on i n s u r i n g  t h a t  we d i d  
no t  do anyth ing  t o  damage o u r  miss ion  t h e r e ,  whether  it be 
br ing ing  dea th  o r  i n j u r y  t o  noncombatants o r  d e s t r o y i n g  t h e i r  
means of l i v e l i h o o d ,  whether it be t h e i r  v i l l a g e s  o r  t h e i r  
s tock ,  it w a s  emphasized hard .  I doubt t h a t  a day went by 
t h a t  t h e  s u b j e c t  w a s  n o t  i n  someway addressed  by t h e  respon- 
s i b l e  commanders a t  v a r i o u s  l e v e l s .  

This  was t h e  same t i m e  frame where a r t i l l e r y  i n -  
c i d e n t s  came i n t o  focus  throughout  t h e  e n t i r e  command. An 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was r e q u i r e d  f o r  a r t i l l e r y  i n c i d e n t s ,  and i f  
one c i v i l i a n  was even wounded, an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  fol lowed.  I 
subsequent ly  moved down t o  t h e  I1 Corps a r e a  and,  by t h a t  
time, t hey  had been formal ized  t o  an even g r e a t e r  e x t e n t .  
There was an e l a b o r a t e  r e p o r t i n g  and i n v e s t i g a t i n g  procedure  
f o r  a r t i l l e r y  i n c i d e n t s  o r  any i n c i d e n t  where noncombatants 
were e i t h e r  i n j u r e d  o r  k i l l e d .  This  same phi losophy pre-  
v a i l e d  a t  t h e  A m e r i c a 1  D iv i s ion  d u r i n g  my r e l a t i v e l y  s h o r t  
t enure  a s  G3. The w r i t t e n  documentation f o r  r e p o r t i n g  and 
the  p r e c i s e  governing i n s t r u c t i o n s  from I11 MAF, I a m  n o t  
c l e a r  on 21 months l a t e r ,  s ir .  I apo log ize  t h a t  my r eco l -  
l e c t i o n  i s  s o  poor ,  even though I have had conve r sa t ions  
wi th  some of  t h e  people  who were a l s o  t h e r e  a t  t h a t  t ime 
i n  a n t i c i p a t i o n  t h a t  I might be asked t o  r e c a l l  what t h e  
c i rcumstances  were. There was j u s t  s o  much going on each 
day, which w a s  an 18  and 20-hour day ,  t h a t  it i s  ha rd  t o  
s o r t  o u t ,  a t  a l a t e  d a t e ,  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  o p e r a t i o n  a s  a 
P a r t  of Muscatine.  Notwiths tanding t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  l o g  
Put o u t  by o u r  TOC r e f l e c t e d  s i g n i f i c a n t  enemy k i l l e d ,  
l i g h t  f r i e n d l y  k i l l e d  and very  s m a l l  weapons cap tu red  I 
do n o t  r e c a l l  hav ing  t h i s  f l a g g e d  i n  my mind t o  t h e  e x t e n t  
t h a t ,  du r ing  t h e  n e x t  3 o r  4 weeks, it w a s  a  m a t t e r  of 
concern t o  o u r  on going r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  t h e r e  a t  G3 

(BuMER) 33 APP T-26 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



Q *  
w l v i  
certz 
gunsh 
g a t e d  

gunsh 
d idn  
small 
d idn  ' 
that 

I0: 
the k 

I evezy 
i n d i v  
avail 
t e r i a  
spici 
v e s t i  
i n s t a  
t i v e  
led y 
e r  le 
partrr 
none 
w i  tl-r 
poing 
that 
be (I  
any i 
know 
l e g i s  

Q. 
State 
US i n  

A. 
morrc 
leaxe 
g i i ~ n i  
4 mon 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

nor  t h a t  w e  were aware t h a t  any i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was under  way. 
Th i s  might appear  unusua l  inasmuch a s  I was a s s o c i a t e d  d i ­
r e c t l y  w i t h  t h e  command e l emen t s ,  b u t  a g a i n ,  because of  t h e  
method of o p e r a t i o n ,  m a t t e r s  even of  such s i g n i f i c a n c e  a s  
t h i s  one appears  t o  b e ,  would n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  come t o  my a t ­
t e n t i o n  o r  t o  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  of any of my people .  

I f  I may, s i r ,  on t h e  m a t t e r  of  my r e t u r n  from 
R&R, i f  t h i s  i s  impor t an t ,  I can v e r i f y  t h a t  e i t h e r  from 
t a p e  I s e n t  home, a l e t t e r ,  o r  my bank checkbook, p o s s i b l y .  
I can v e r i f y  i f  I r e t u r n e d  t h e  1 7 t h  of March o r  t h e  1 8 t h .  
I am n o t  a b s o l u t e l y  c e r t a i n .  I f  it i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  I w i l l  
v e r i f y  t h a t  and r e p o r t  back. 

I 0 : We would be g l a d  t o  have it v e r i f i e d  and, i n  
a d d i t i o n  t o  t h a t ,  w e  would ask t h a t  you review you s t a t e ­
ment about  t h i s  p e r i o d  and a l s o  any l e t t e r ,  p a p e r s ,  memo­
randa ,  d i r e c t i v e s ,  and s o  f o r t h  t h a t  you may have which a r e  
p e r t i n e n t  t o  t h e  purposes  of  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  W e  would 
l i k e  very  much t o  have t h a t  in format ion  made a v a i l a b l e  t o  us .  

A, Y e s ,  sir. 

COL FRANKLIN: J u s t  t o  pursue  t h i s  a l i t t l e  f u r t h e r .  Even, 
t h e n ,  i f  t h e r e  w e r e  no p r e c i s e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  w r i t t e n  on re­
p o r t i n g  any k ind  of  c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s ,  you f e e l  t h i s  was 
emphasized s o  much t h a t  eve ry  commander i n  t h e  ~ m e r i c a lDivi­
s i o n  knew i f  he h u r t  c i v i l i a n s  t h a t  he had t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  
and r e p o r t  them? 

t i o n  of i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  i n fo rma l  o r  formal? 

A. Y e s ,  I f e e l  t h e  answer t o  t h a t  q u e s t i o n  i s  t h e  
a££i rma t ive .  

Q And by i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  what would be your d e f i n i -
I mean 

A. W e l l ,  c e r t a i n l y  you would s t a r t  o f f  w i t h  an i n ­
formal  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  a t  whatever  l e v e l  deemed a p p r o p r i a t e .  
Then based on t h a t ,  whether  it became a s u b j e c t  f o r  a 
more formal  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  would have t o  be determined.  
The focus on t h i s  s o - c a l l e d  i n f a n t r y  i n c i d e n t ,  a t e r m  which 
I a sed  l a t e r ,  was no th ing  l i k e  t h e  focus on an a r t i l l e r y  o r  
even a gunship i n c i d e n t .  W e  j u s t  d i d n ' t  have i n f a n t r y  i n ­
c i d e n t s  which, i n  my mind l a t e r  on,  was a case  where through 
U.S. i n f a n t r y  ground a c t i o n  innocent  c i v i l i a n s  were i n  any 
way harmed, i n j u r e d ,  o r  k i l l e d .  So, t h e  procedure  i s  n o t  
p r e c i s e  t h e r e .  I t  was g r e a t l y  formal ized  on a r t i l l e r y  pro­
cedures .  I r e l i e v e d  b a t t e r y  commanders f o r  k i l l i n g  one 
c i v i l i a n  through e r r o r  up i n  t h e  I1 Corps a r ea .  I j u s t  re­
viewed t h e  r eco rds  on t h a t .  
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Q-	 W e l l ,  okay, l e t "  s a y  i n  a combat a c t i o n  i n -  
n l v i n g  i n f a n t r y  t h e r e  i s  eve ry  reason  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  a 
c e r t a i n  amount of c i v i l i a n s  were k i l l e d  by a r t i l l e r y  and 
gunship f i r e - - i n n o c e n t  c i v i l i a n s .  Would t h i s  be i n v e s t i -  
ga ted?  Would t h i s  be  a cause  o f  concern? 

A. I shou id  say.  Cause o f  concern,  yes .  Be i n v e s t i ­
g a t ed ,  most p robably .  But a g a i n ,  n o t  under  t h e  same formal  
umbrella which e x i s t e d  ove r  a r t i l l - e r y  o r  p o s s i b l y  even a 
gunship i n c i d e n t ,  o r  a i r  s t r i k e  problem. I t h i n k ,  t h e  same 
d i d n ' t  p r e v a i l ,  I f  t h e r e  were c i v i l i a n s  on t h e  ground i n  a . 
smal l  u n i t  o p e r a t i o n  and any th ing  happened t o  them, it j u s t  
d i d n ' t  have t h e  same umbre l la ,  f o r  want of a word, o v e r  it 
t h a t  a r t i l l e r y  i n c i d e n t s  commanded. 

10: Colonel  BALMER, i n  t e r m i n a t i n g  t h i s  p o r t i o n  of 
t h e  b r i e f i n g ,  I would l i k e  t o  a d v i s e  you t h a t  w e  have made 

1 	 	 evelry e f f o r t  t h a t  w e  -an p o s s i b l y  make t o  i n s u r e  that t h e  
  
i n d i v i d u a l s  who may appear  b e f o r e  t h i s  body have n o t  had 
 
a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e m  d i s c u s s i o n s  w i t h  o t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  ma ­ 

t e r i a l s ,  documents, and s o  on,  s o  t h a t  t t e r c  can be 770 su ­ 

s p i c i o n  c a s t  on t h e  v a l i d i t y  of t h i s  h e a r i n g  and t h i s  i n -  
  
v e s t i g a t i o n .  I f i n d  it h i g h l y  r e g r e t t a b l e  t h a t ,  i n  your  
  
i n s t a n c e ,  even p r i o r  t o  t h i s  appointment of  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a ­ 

t i v e  body and subsequent  t h e r e t o ,  t h a t  your p o s i t i o n  has  
  
l e d  you i n t o  invoivment i n  r e p o r t i n g  procedures  t o  t h e  high-  
  
e r  Level ,  i . e . ,  t o  Department of  t h e  Army, t h e  Defense De ­ 

pa r tment ,  and t o  t h e  Congress.  I t  has  been o u r  i n t e n t  t h a t  
  
none of t h e  peopl? involved  have any a s s o c i a t i c n  whatsoever  
  
w i t 1 1  t h i s  i n q u i r y .  Accordingly,  even a t  t h i s  t i m e ,  it i s  
  
~ o i n gt o  be n e c e s s a r y  f o r  m e  t o  t a k e  some e z t i o n  t o  i n s u r e  
  
t h a t  you a r e  i s o l a t e d  f r o n  t h i s  p r o c e s s  s o  t h a t  t h e r e  can 
  
be (1: no i n f l u e n c e  on you, and ( 2 )  t h a t  you may n o t  have 
  
any i n f l u e n c e  upon t h e  p r o c e s s  i t . s e l f .  I wanted you t o  
  
know t h a t ,  because I w i l l  be  i n  touch  w i t h  t h e  head of t h e  
  
l e g i s l a t i v e  l a i s o n  i n  t h e  ve ry  n e a r  f u t u r e  on t h i s  m a t t e r .  
  

I 	 	 Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. Before  we c l o s e ,  I would ask i f  you have any 
s t a t e m e n t  or  i f  you have any i n f o r m a t i o n  which would assist  
us i n  t h e  purpose of t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A. P e r t a i n i n g  t o  your  remarks j u s t  t h e n ,  sir. To­
morrow i s  my l a s t  day of  du ty  i n  OCLL* I w i l l  t h e n  go on 
l e a v e  e f f e c t i v e  Monday t h e  22  of  December and ,  t h e n ,  be- 
g inn ing  P Janua ry  1970, p roceed  t o  F o r t  Wol te rs ,  Texas,  f o r  
4 months TDY t h e r e ,  fo l lowed by 4 months more TDY a t  
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F o r t  Rucker, Alabama, f o r  purposes  of h e l i c o p t e r  t r a i n i n g :  
I w i l l  t h e n  subsequen t ly  have a PCS which i s  n o t  expec ted  
t o  be back t o  t h e  c h i e f  of l e g i s l a t i v e  l i a i s o n  o f f i c e .  So 
I a m  e s s e n t i a l l y  i n  my l a s t  day of  du ty  w i th  OCLL and my 
s u s c e p t i b i l i t y  t o  m a t e r i a l  r e l a t e d  t o  t h i s - -Congres s iona l s t  
Defense o r  h igh  l e v e l  Army correspondence--wil l  be v i r t u a l l y  
e l i m i n a t e d  as of  tomorrow. 

I w i l l  review,  s i r ,  my p e r s o n a l  r eco rds  t o  v e r i f y  
my r e t u r n  d a t e  from Hong Kong and review t a p e s  which I re­
corded du r ing  t h a t  same week t o  see i f  t h e r e  i s  anyth ing  i n  
t h o s e  t a p e s  which may b e a r  on t h e  s u b j e c t  of t h i s  i n v e s t i -  
g a t i o n  and r e p o r t  them promptly,  c e r t a i n l y ,  b e f o r e  I d e p a r t ,  
Other than  t h a t ,  s i r ,  I d o n t ' t  have any f u r t h e r  remarks t o  
make a t  t h i s  t i m e .  

I0: This  h e a r i n g  w i l l  r e c e s s .  

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  1230 h o u r s ,  18  December 

(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1245 hour s ,  18  December 
1969.)  

RCDR: The fo l lowing  persons  are p r e s e n t :  COL FRANKLIN, 
 
COL BALMER, and MAJ LYNN, 
 

COL FRANKLIE: Colonei  BALMER, t o  h e l p  us  o u t  and t o  g e t  some 
 
f e e l i n g  f o r  t h e  background, I would l i k e  t o  have you,  i f  you 
 
would, d i s c u s s  t h e  c o n d i t i o n  of  t h e  Americal D iv i s ion ,  when 
 
you jo ined  it ,  which I b e l i e v e  w a s  i n  December, e v e n t s  l ead- 
  
i n g  up t o  and t h e  r ea son  f o r  c r e a t i o n  of  Task Force Barker ,  
  
and a l i t t l e  b i t  about  t h e  t r a i n i n g  t h a t  you conducted i n  t h e  
  
Americal,  w i t h  s p e c i f i c  emphasis on t r e a t m e n t  of c i v i l i a n s .  
  
So i f  you could  j u s t  s t a r t  o f f  and t e l l  us  what you w i l l .  
  

A. Very w e l l ,  s ir .  I jo ined  Task Force  Oregon i n  
June 1967. I w a s  a s s i g n e d  t o  t h e  196th  L igh t  I n f a n t r y  B r i ­
gade a s  commanding o f f i c e r  of t h e  3d B a t t a l i o n ,  82d A r t i l ­
l e r y ,  t h e  d i r e c t  suppor t  a r t i l l e r y  b a t t a l i o n  of  t h e  196th .  
A t  t h a t  t i m e ,  Task Force  Oregon, which had some 4 months 
e a r l i e r  r e l i e v e d  t h e  Marines i n  t h a t  a r e a  of o p e r a t i o n s  con­
s i s t e d  of t h e  196th L igh t  I n f a n t r y  Brigade.  The commanding 
o f f i c e r  had been B r i g a d i e r  General  KNOWLES, who brought  it 
up from t h e  25th  Div i s ion  a r e a .  When I a r r i v e d ,  t h e  b r igade  
commander w a s  B r i g a d i e r  General  Frank LINNELL. The Task Force  
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cons i s t ed  of t h e  196th;  the 1st Brigade, 1 0 l s t ;  and t h e  
3d Brigade, 4th Divis ion.  The 3d Brigade,  4th Divis ion ,  
had i t s  headquar ters  a t  LZ Bronco i n  t h e  Duc Pho a r e a  of 
opera t ions ,  south of Chu Lai.  They had a s i z e a b l e  A0 i n  
t h a t  a rea .  The 1st Brigade, , L O l s t ,  was o p e r a t i n g  i n  an 
A0 t o  t h e  west  of t h e  Due Pho a rea  i n t o  t h e  high ground. 

Between t h e  DUG Pho a r e a  and t h e  Chu Lai a r e a ,  
t h e  ROK Marine Brigade had a s i z e a b l e  A 0  cen te red  a t  what 
we now have genera l ly  shown on t h e  map a s  LZ D o t t i e ,  gen­
e r a l l y  between Quang Ngai and Binh Son, That w a s  a l l  ROK 
AO, was genera l ly  across  t h e  map on ,  l e t ' s  c a l l  it, very , 

roughly, t h e  east-west  g r i d  l i n e  9 4 .  It went down, a t  
l e a s t  i n i t i a l l y ,  t o  t h e  Song Tra Khuc River .  About t h i s  
same time frame t h e r e  was an adjustment  made, and t h e  2d 
ARVN Division go t  a  p iece  of t h e  ground between t h e  Song 
Tra Khuc River and t h e  remainder of t h e  ROK AO, which i s  , 
now shown on t h i s  map as  t h i s  p o r t i o n  ( i n d i c a t i n g  on Ex- 
h i b i t  MAP-1). So what we had i n  t h e  summer of 1967 was 
t h e  196th i n  t h e  Chu Lai  a r e a ,  t h e  ROK Marine Brigade 
south  of t h e  Chu Lai a r e a ,  and nor th  of Quang Ngai t h e  @ 

2d ARVN Div i s ion ,  with t h e  3d Brigade, 4th Divis ion ,  and 
1st Brigade, l o l s t ,  t o  t h e i r  west .  

About September, I t h i n k  it was September l o t h ,  
t h e  1st Brigade,  1 0 l s t ,  having j u s t  previous ly  c losed  i n t o  
t h e  Cnu Lai area,  i n i t i a t e d  an opera t ion  t o  t h e  west  of Tam 
Ky, which i s  no t  shown on any of t h e s e  maps, i n  t h e  Que S3n 
Valley a rea .  This  was t h e  a r e a  of opera t ion  of  t h e  2d NVA 
Divis ion.  So we had NVA t o  t h e  nor thwest ,  we had VC around 
Chu L a i ,  and we had VC i n  t h e  ROK Marine Brigade a r e a ,  and 
mostly VC now i n  t h e  Duc Pho a r e a ,  Q u i t e  a c o n t r a s t  i n  t h e  
opera t ions :  open convent ional  type  f i g h t i n g  i n  t h e  Que Son 
Valley a r e a  and decidedly unconventional q u e r r i l l a  warfare  
opera t ions  i n  t h e  remainder of t h e  d i v i s i o n  AO, wi th  t r e -  
mendous problems encountered by our  f o r c e s  i n  t h e  V C ' s  booby 
t r apped ,  mined, quicks t r i k e ,  n i g h t  r a i d  a r e a .  

By l a t e  September 1967 we had t h e  1st Brigade, 
1 0 l s t ,  ope ra t ing  i n  t h e  Que Son v a l l e y  a r e a  i n  an opera t ion  
which was a t  t h a t  p o i n t  dubbed Operation Wheeler Wallowa, 
a long d u r a t i o n ,  h igh ly  successful opera t ion  from t h e  s tand-  
p o i n t  of impact from t h e  enemy. The 196th remained i n  t h e  
Chu Lai a r e a .  The ROK Marine Brigade w a s  s t i l l  i n  t h i s  a r e a  
( i n d i c a t i n g )  -to t h e  south of Chu L a i ,  and t h e  3d Brigade, ' 

4th Div i s ion ,  s t i l l  i n  t h e  Duc Pho a rea .  I n  October 1968, 
t h e  198th I n f a n t r y  Brigade,  from F o r t  Hood, a r r i v e d  and moved 
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i n t o  t h e  Chu La i  a r e a  i n i t i a l l y ,  and began r e l i e v i n g  e l e -  
ments of t h e  196th .  The 196th  was then  a t h r e e - b a t t a l i o n  
b r igade  wi th  a b a t t a l i o n  A 0  carved o u t .  We commenced a 
g radua l  o p e r a t i o n  a s  t h e  198th  came i n ,  b a t t a l i o n  by ba t -  
t a l i o n ,  w e r e  o r i e n t a t e d  t o  t h e  a r e a ,  conducted some i n i ­
t i a l  t r a i n i n g ,  and g r a d u a l l y  took ove r  t h e  A0 of  t h e  re­
s p e c t i v e  196th  b a t t a l i o n s .  A s  t h i s  occu r red ,  t h e  196th  
moved up t o  j o i n  t h e  Opera t ion  Wheeler Wallowa, moving 
g r a d u a l l y  t o  t h e  nor thwes t  a r e a .  Approximately a t  t h e  
same t ime ,  t h e  1st Brigade,  l O l s t ,  began t o  move o u t  f a r ­
t h e r  t o  t h e  n o r t h ,  aga in  g r a d u a l l y  t u r n i n g  Opera t ion  Whe- 
e l e r  Wallowa o v e r  t o  t h e  196th .  So, t hen  w e  had,  i n  Novem- 
b e r :  t h e  196th  predominant America1 e lement  i n  Opera t ion  
Wheeler Wallowa i n  t h e  west-nor thwest  of Tam Ky and t h e  
198th engaged i n  p r o t e c t i n g  Chu L a i ,  conduct ing an opera ­
t i o n  i n  Chu L a i  a r e a ,  and s t i l l  t h e  ROK Marine Brigade t o  
t h e  sou th ,  t h e  2d ARVN D i v i s i o n ,  and s t i l l  t h e  3d Brigade,  
4 t h  Div is ion .  A t  t h a t  p o i n t  one b a t t a l i o n  was c u t  o u t  h e r e .  
The 3d Brigade,  4 th  D iv i s ion ,  moved up t o  Wheeler Wallowa 
and was a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  196th.  I t  became a four -br igade  
o p e r a t i o n ,  as I r e c a l l ,  l e a v i n g  o n l y  two b a t t a l i o n s  of t h e  
3d Brigade,  4 t h  D iv i s ion  i n  t h e  Duc Pho a rea .  

A t  t h i s  p o i n t  i n  t ime ,  t h e  advance p a r t y  of t h e  
1 1 t h  Brigade a r r i v e d .  They were scheduled i n  December from 
Hawaii,  and t h e  p l a n  was t h a t  t h e y  were t o  r e l i e v e  t h e  3d 
Brigade,  4 th  D iv i s ion ,  i n  t h e  Duc Pho a rea .  Though t h e y  w e r e  
i n i t i a l l y  i n t roduced  i n t o  t h e  Chu La i  a r e a ,  we moved them 
down by a combination o f  means from t h e  Chu La i  area t o  t h e  
Duc Pho a r e a ,  r e l i e v i n g  t h e  3d Brigade,  which t h e n  moved i t s  
b r igade  h e a d q u a r t e r s ,  a s  I r e c a l l  i t ,  up t o  LZ Baldy,  h a l f ­
way between Chu L a i  and D a  Nang. Operat ion Wheeler Wallowa 
was ou r  p r i n c i p a l  o p e r a t i o n  a t  t h a t  p o i n t ,  b u t  t h i s  opera- 
t i o n  w a s  s t i l l  a ROK Marine concern,  t h i s  be ing  aga in  be- 
tween t h e  Song T r a  Bong River  and t h e  a r e a  j u s t  n o r t h  of  
Quang Ngai. 

The d e c i s i o n  t h e n  w a s  made by MACV t h a t  t h e  ROK 
Marine Brigade would r e l o c a t e  i t s e l f  t o  t h e  n o r t h  s o  w e  would 
n o t  have a s i t u a t i o n  where it w a s  U. S. ,  ROK, ARVN, U .  S.--a 
b e t t e r  a l ignment  of forces--and enemy p r e s s u r e  i n  t h e  Hoi 
An a r e a  t o  t h e  n o r t h  of Tam Ky and t o  t h e  n o r t h  of LZ Baldy, 
an a r e a  i n  which t h e  enemy had cons ide rab le  freedom o f  move­
ment and which was cons idered  t o  be a very  a p p r o p r i a t e  a r e a  
of  o p e r a t i o n  f o r  them t o  move i n t o  by I11 MAF h e a d q u a r t e r s ,  
t hen  commanded by L ieu tenan t  General  CHRISTIAN, who w a s  tak ­
i n g  General  WALT'S p l a c e .  
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So t h e  ROK Marines moved o u t  i n  four  increments,  
and as they  moved ou t  t h e  America1 Divis ion assumed respon- 
s i b i l i t y  f o r  t h e i r  AO. A s  I r e c a l l ,  t h e  198th was given re­
s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  a s i z e a b l s  A0 t o  t h e  west of Route 1 and 
before t h e  high ground began. The a r e a  t o  t h e  e a s t  of Route 
I, i n  genera l ,  was assigned t o  t h e  brand new l l t h  Brigade. 
Lieutenant  Colonel BARKER was given command of a three-com­
pany t a sk  f o r c e  wi th  suppor t ing  a r t i l l e r y  and o t h e r  support-  
ing elements and moved i n t o  LZ Dot t i e  a t  t h a t  t ime and took 
over a s i z e a b l e  p o r t i o n  of what used t o  be t h e  Old ROK Ma­
r i n e  Brigade AO. 

Q- The ROK Marines then ,  had been i n  t h a t  a rea .  
Why d i d  they  c r e a t e  Task Force Barker? Why d i d n ' t  they  
put a b a t t a l i o n  up t h e r e ?  Do you r e c a l l ?  

A. Le t  me r e c a l l  t h e  r a t i o n a l e  f o r  t h a t  one. Your 
ques t ion  here  i s  wi th  t h e  ROK Marine Brigade--how come we 
put  a three-company Task Force i n  t h e r e ?  Why n o t  t ake  an 
e n t i r e  o rgan ic  b a t t a l i o n  and move it i n ?  

Q. Y e s .  

A. Why a t a i l o r e d  o u t f i t ?  

Q- Y e s ,  Colonel BENDERSON had s t a t e d  t h a t  he d i d n ' t  
l i k e  t h i s .  

A. Yes, he d i d n ' t  l i k e  it a  b i t .  I am t r y i n g  t o  
r e c a l l  t h e  d i v i s i o n  r a t i o n a l e  f o r  t h a t .  Because of t h e  way 
t h a t  we had d iv ided  it, t h e  Duc Pho A 0  over  a long pe r iod  
of time with t h e  3d Brigade, 4 th  Divis ion ,  and 1st Brigade, 
l O l s t  Div is ion ,  ope ra t ing  i n  t h a t  a r e a ,  it was a  n a t u r a l  
breakout of t h r e e  major elements.  So we needed t h r e e  con­
t r o l l i n g  headquar ters .  Even though t h e  headquar ters  was 
c o n t r o l l i n g  a b a t t a l i o n  minus inasmuch a s  we borrowed 
companies from each of t h e  t h r e e  organic  b a t t a l i o n s  i n  t h e  
l l t h  Brigade, it was necessary t o  c r e a t e  a f o u r t h  head- 
q u a r t e r s  element i n  o rde r  t o  g i v e  t h i s  t o  a  b a t t a l i o n  
equ iva len t  u n i t .  The l l t h  Brigade d i d  n o t  l i k e  a t  a l l  hav- 
ing  t h e i r  br igade  headquarters  a t  LZ Bronco i n  t h e  Duc Pho 
a rea ,  t h e  2d ARVN Divis ion i n  between them, and then  t h i s  
newly c r e a t e d  Task Force Barker headquar ters  phys ica l ly  
sepa ra ted  from them. The only road we could use ,  and then  
only i n  daytime, was Route 1. And then  t h a t  was heavi ly-
mined, too ,  and had t o  be swept d a i l y .  But t h a t  was t h e  
genera l  reason behind it, i f  I r e c a l l .  
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So, t h a t  b r i n g s  us up t o  e a r l y  1 9 6 8 ,  and w e  had 
t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade headqua r t e r s  i n  t h e  Duc Pho a r e a ,  t h e  2d 
ARVN d i v i s i o n  i n  Quang Ngai and t h e  a r e a  g e n e r a l l y  t o  t h e  
sou th  wi th  a p i e c e  n o r t h  of t h e  r i v e r  as w e l l ,  Task Force 
Barker t o  t h e i r  n o r t h ,  t h e  198th w i t h  an A 0  h e r e  and extend ­
i n g  t o  t h i s  p e n n i s u l a  and throughout  t h e  e n t i r e  Chu La i  area- ­
it extended o u t  cons ide rab ly .  I t  used t o  be a r a t h e r  t i g h t  A0 
wi th  t h e  198th i n  p r e t t y  t i g h t .  The Marines were i n  even 
t i g h t e r  when w e  came up i n  e a r l y  1967. We g r a d u a l l y  expanded 
t h e  AO, and a s  t h e  198th  g r a d u a l l y  p a c i f i e d  t h e i r  a r e a ,  t hey  
were a b l e  t o  go sou th  of t h e  Song Tra  Bong River  and a b a t t a ­
l i o n  minus f o r c e  o p e r a t i n g  i n  an A 0  c u t  o u t  i n t o  t h e  o l d  
western  p o r t i o n  of  t h e  ROK AO. About t h i s  t ime T e t  occur red .  
The 1st Brigade,  l O l s t ,  moved up n o r t h  and r e d e s i g n a t i o n  of  
t h e  3d Br igade ,  4 th  took p l a c e .  They became 3d Brigade,  25th  
D iv i s ion ,  r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  I1 Corps a r e a ,  a s  I r e c a l l  now 
what happened. 

So, t h a t  was t h e  g e n e r a l  e v o l u t i o n  of t h e  e lements  
of t h e  ~ m e r i c a lDiv i s ion ,  excep t  t o  mention a new one. The 
3d Brigade,  82d, came i n .  The advance p a r t y  a r r i v e d  on o r  
about t h e  1st of March, r i g h t  i n  t h a t  t ime frame. I c a n ' t  
r e c a l l  p r e c i s e l y ,  s i r ,  b u t  a t  one p o i n t  i n  t i m e  w e  had f i v e  
b r igades  w e  w e r e  t r y i n g  t o  c o n t r o l  from d i v i s i o n .  

Q Okay, you w e r e  t r y i n g  t o  c o n t r o l  f i v e  b r i g a d e s .
During t h e  p e r i o d  through say  December 1967 t o  January  o r  
February 1968, would you d e s c r i b e  some of t h e  p l a n s  and oper ­
a t i o n s  you were going through a t  headqua r t e r s  l e v e l  t h a t  
c o n t r o l l e d  t h e s e  f i v e  b r i g a d e s , '  o r  p o r t i o n s  of them, t o  re­
cognize  from Task Force Oregon and . a f t e r  . t h a t  i n t o  t h e  America1 
Div is ion?  P a i n t  a p i c t u r e  of  what '  i t  was l i k e  up i n  Chu Lai? 

A. It  was, need le s s  t o  s a y ,  an ex t remely  busy,  f u l l  
pe r iod .  Resolving from a t a s k  f o r c e  arrangement i n t o  a TO&E 
d i v i s i o n  o r g a n i z a t i o n  e n t a i l e d  some cons ide rab le  growing 
p a i n s ,  complicated by t h e  detachment of major e lements  dur ­
i n g  t h i s  pe r iod  o f  t ime ,  a b r igade  and f i v e  u n i t s .  I neg­
l e c t e d  t o  mention t h a t  t h e  3rd Brigade,  1st  Cava l ry ,  was 
a t t a c h e d  t o  us and o p e r a t e d  up i n  Wheeler Wallowa f o r  a pe r ­
i od  of t ime i n  e a r l y  1968. They came i n ,  a s  I r e c a l l ,  i n  
January of 1968 and o p e r a t e d  t o  t h e  n o r t h  and t o  t h e  w e s t  
of  t h e  196th .  I would need a l a r g e r  map t o  p u t  a l l  t h e s e  
u n i t s  on. But ,  wi th  t h e  1st Brigade,  l O l s t ,  moving i n t o  
Task Force Oregon, t h e  America1 ~ i v i s i o n ,and o u t ;  t h e  3d 
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Br igade,  4 t h ,  i n  and then  o u t  i n  name i n i t a l l y  and l a t e r  
de tached ,  t h e  name be ing  changed t o  3d Brigade,  25th;  t h e  
196th be ing  a c h a r t e r  member i n  Task Force Oregon and then  
t h e  America1 Div is ion ;  t h e  a r r i v a l  of t h e  198th i n  l a t e  1967, 
and then  a t  t h e  end of 1967 t h e  a r r i v a l  of  t h e  l l t h ,  t h e  
a r r i v a l  of t h e  3d Brigade of t h e  Cav, and of t h e  3d Brigade,  
82d Airborne,  t h e  p r e s s u r e  on t h e  d i v i s i o n  s t a f f  w a s  consid ­
e r a b l e ,  t o  say  t h e  least .  

Q 	 	 You were G3 du r ing  a l o t  of  t h i s  pe r iod?  

A. I w a s ,  indeed.  I assumed t h a t  p o s i t i o n  i n  e a r l y  
December a t  t h e  t ime  of  maximum f l u x ,  and t h e  pe r iod  of  
December and t h e  f i r s t  3 months of 1968 w e r e  ones n o t  on ly  of  
t h e  T e t  o p e r a t i o n ,  b u t  of r a p i d  detachment and a t tachment  of 
u n i t s  of t h e  Americal Div is ion .  So c o n t r o l  was a problem of 
cons ide rab le  p ropor t ion .  

I t  was necessary  f o r  t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander t o  
range ove r  a  very  wide a r ea .  H e  used bo th  of h i s  a s s i s t a n t  
d i v i s i o n  commanders t o  t h e  maximum e x t e n t  t h a t  he could t o  
a s s i s t  him i n  s u p e r v i s i n g  and c o n t r o l l i n g  t h e  o p e r a t i o n s .  
The formal  b reakout  of a s s i s t a n t  d i v i s i o n  commander f o r  oper ­

) 	 	 a t i o n s  and a s s i s t a n t  d i v i s i o n  commander f o r  suppor t  could 
n o t ,  i n  a l l  c a s e s ,  be followed. There was a p e r i o d  of  t i m e  
where one of t h e  A D C ' s  had t h e  sou the rn  h a l f  of t h e  d i v i s i o n  
A 0  and t h e  o t h e r  had t h e  n o r t h e r n  h a l f  as t h e i r  a r e a  of 
primary c o n c e n t r a t i o n ,  no twi ths t and ing  t h a t  one of them was 
t e c h n i c a l l y  c a r r i e d  a s  t h e  ADC f o r  suppor t .  

I n  o r d e r  t o  c o n t r o l  u n i t s  s o  f a r  f l u n g  over  such 
a ve ry  l a r g e  a r e a  o f  o p e r a t i o n s ,  I b e l i e v e  t h e  l a r g e s t  i n  
Vietnam of any d i v i s i o n  it n e c e s s i t a t e d  e x t r o a r d i n a r y  command 
and c o n t r o l  measures. This  was e x e r c i s e d  p r i m a r i l y  through 
t h e  a i r  m o b i l i t y  of t h e  g e n e r a l  o f f i c e r s  i n  t h e  Americal 
Div is ion  a t  t h a t  t ime.  On a d a i l y  b a s i s  t h e  g e n e r a l  o f f i c e r s  
covered t h e  A 0  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  t h a t  t hey  cou ld ,  v i s i t i n g  t h e  
u n i t s ,  of cou r se ,  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  s i t u a t i o n s  engaged i n  s i g n i ­
f i c a n t  o p e r a t i o n s .  This  tended t o  cause  t h e  G s t a f f ,  p a r t i ­
c u l a r l y  t h e  G3, t o  be very  much bound t o  t h e  CP i t s e l f .  
do n o t  r e c a l l  e v e r  accompanying t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander du r ing  
t h e  4 months p l u s  t h a t  I was G3 on any v i s i t  he made t o  t h e  
f i e l d .  I r e c a l l  accompanying only. one of  t h e  two A D C ' s  on a 
f i e l d  t r i p .  When I f i r s t  came i n ,  t h e  G3 had a Huey a t  h i s  
d i s p o s a l  24 hours  a day. This  was q u i c k l y  r e sc inded  and 
c o n t r o l l e d  by t h e  c h i e f  of s t a f f .  
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I w a s  ha rd  p r e s s e d  j u s t  t o  g e t  around t o  g e t  a 
g e n e r a l  f e e l  of  t h e  o v e r a l l  o p e r a t i o n  and t o  even v i s i t  t h e  
b r igade  h e a d q u a r t e r s ,  t o  s ay  no th ing  of t h e  b a t t a l i o n  head­
q u a r t e r s  o r  even Task Force Barker.  I had t o  make a s p e c i a l  
p o i n t  t o  g e t  a h e l i c o p t e r  and go down and v i s i t  Task Force 
Barker ,  which I d i d ,  i n  t h i s  approximate t i m e  frame. I c a n ' t  
remember p r e c i s e l y  t h e  d a t e  t h a t - I  d i d  t h i s .  But because of  
t h e  c o n t r o l  problem, it was ve ry  impor tan t  t h a t  I remain i n  
t h e  TOC t h e  major p o r t i o n  of each day,  a s  w e l l  as of  each 
n i g h t ,  j u s t  t o  keep t a b s  on e v e r y t h i n g  t h a t  w a s  o c c u r r i n g  
o p e r a t i o n a l l y  i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n .  

We communicated wi th  I11 MAF h e a d q u a r t e r s  i n  o u r  
d a i l y  r e p o r t s  t o  I11 MAF and o u r  s i t u a t i o n  r e p o r t i n g  proced ­
u r e s ,  a s  w e l l  as i n  r a d i o  communications t h a t  w e  had. W e  
a l s o  had te lephone  communication. We had r a d i o  communications 
which had a sc rambler  dev ice  on it and I could  d i s c u s s  oper ­
a t i o n s  on a s e c u r e  n e t  a t  t h a t  t ime.  But I spoke wi th  t h e  
G3 a t  I11 MAF a lmost  d a i l y  on some ma t t e r .  We had a c o n s t a n t  
flow of d i s t i n g u i s h e d  v i s i t o r s  i n  and o u t  of  t h e  d i v i s i o n  
headqua r t e r s ,  which e n t a i l e d ,  as I have a l r e a d y  d e s c r i b e d ,  
b r i e f i n g s  of  some magnitude and on s h o r t  n o t i c e  many t i m e s .  
W e  had General  WESTMORELAND i n  a t  l e a s t  t h r e e  t imes  d u r i n g  
my s h o r t  t e n u r e .  We had General  Harold K.  JOHNSON twice .  
W e  had General  CUSHMAN, almost  weekly, from I11 MAF. Each 
r e q u i r e d  an update  b r i e f i n g  and u s u a l l y  would be a r r i v i n g  
i n  30 minutes .  We had General  DOLEMAN, t hen  deputy CG o f  
USARV. We had members o f  Congress. W e  had o t h e r  s e n i o r  
g e n e r a l  o f f i c e r s  t h e n  a r r i v i n g  t o  assume impor t an t  commands 
i n  country .  I n d i v i d u a l s  who were programrnmed t o  be d i v i s i o n  
commanders cus tomar i ly  came up and r ece ived  a rundown on 
what t h e  America1 Div i s ion  was doing and how t h e y  opera ted .  
I can ' t r e c a l l  s p e c i f i c a l l y  whether General  PEERS v i s i t e d  
dur ing  my t i m e ,  b u t  :b e l i e v e  t h a t  he d id .  

Q Now, t h i s  r e o r g a n i z a t i o n  t o  go from t h e  t a s k  
f o r c e  t o  d i v i s i o n  obvious ly  e n t a i l s  a tremendous admini ­
s t r a t i v e  problem i n  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  you a r e  a b i g g e r  composite. 
Does t h i s  have any e f f e c t  on t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  of  t h e s e  o u t f i t s  
and a l s o ,  perhaps ,  l i m i t  t h e  g e n e r a l  o f f i c e r s '  t i m e  i n  dea l ­
i n g  p r i m a r i l y  w i t h  o p e r a t i o n a l  m a t t e r s  because of  a major 
concern f o r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  m a t t e r s ?  

A. No. I t ,  of  cou r se ,  c r e a t e d  a major problem, b u t  
t h e  focus  of  t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander and t h e  a s s i s t a n t  d i v i s i o n  
commanders c l e a r l y  was o p e r a t i o n s ,  which, by v i r t u r e  o f  t h a t  
f a c t  a lone ,  caused t h e  G3 s t a f f  element t o  assume t h o s e  
a s p e c t s  of t h e  G 3  f u n c t i o n  which were a d m i n i s t r a t i v e l y  
necessary  f o r  any o p e r a t i o n  on an a lmost  t o t a l  b a s i s .  I 
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didn'  t express  t h a t  very we l l .  The genera l  o f f i c e r s  devoted 
themselves t o  t h e  maximum e x t e n t  t o  opera t ions .  G 3  d i d ,  too ,  
t o  t h e  p o i n t  that '  it was necessary b u t  we a l s o  had consider- 
a b l e  admin i s t r a t ive  problems i n  o r d e r  t o  provide our  r e p o r t s ,  
no t  only our  c u r r e n t  r e p o r t s ,  b u t  t h e  a f t e r  a c t i o n  r e p o r t s ;  
t o  meet o t h e r  I11 MAF requirements f o r  w r i t t e n  documentation; 
and t o  r ece ive  v i s i t o r s  from elements such a s  ACTIV who 
brought i n  new combat innovat ions and t o t a l l y  consumed a l l  
of our  t ime. 

You cou ldn ' t  begin t o  opera te  a s  a TO&E d i v i s i o n  
o rgan iza t ion  was a c t u a l l y  supposed t o  e x i s t .  I t  was necessary 
t o  augment i n  o r d e r  t o  o p e r a t e ,  n o t  only around-the-clock t o  
t h e  degree t h a t  we d i d ,  b u t  t o  accomplish a l l  t h e  o t h e r  nec- 
e s sa ry  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  which we had beyond j u s t  keeping 
a b r e a s t  of and f i l l i n g  our  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  t o  on going oper- 
a t i o n s .  

A t  one p o i n t ,  I had a Lieutenant  Colonel KELLEY 
as  my a s s i s t a n t .  Major Crosbie S A I N T ,  Butch S A I N T ,  was t h e  
a s s i s t a n t  p r i o r  t o  Colonel KELLEY's a r r i v a l ,  and Colonel 
KELLEY was p u l l e d  up t o  t h e  ch ie f  of s t a f f  ' s  of f i c e ,  s o  once 
again Colonel S A I N T ,  then Major S A I N T ,  became t h e  a s s i s t a n t  
G3. I had a  major a s  a p lans  o f f i c e r .  I had a  major a s  an 
opera t ions  o f f i c e r .  I normally had t h r e e  c a p t a i n s .  They 
were a s s i s t a n t  ope ra t ions  o f f i c e r s  and b r i e f i n g  o f f i c e r s .  
It was necessary t o  augment our  e n l i s t e d  suppor t  s t a f f  a t  
t h e  TOC a l s o ,  i n  o rde r  t o  meet a l l  our on going opera t ions  
and r e p o r t i n g  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s .  

So, it was a  pe r iod  of i n t e n s e  a c t i v i t y  on t h e  
p a r t  of d i v i s i o n  headquar ters ,  America1 Divis ion.  T r a n s i t i o n  
from a t a s k  f o r c e  t o  a d i v i s i o n  and t h e  r a p i d  turnover  of 
u n i t s  i n  and o u t  of t h e  d i v i s i o n  a r e a ,  t h e  normal on going . 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  which any d i v i s i o n  i n  a combat environment 
has. A l l  of t h e s e  added up, p laced  a tremendously heavy 
workload on t h e  s t a f f ,  and t h e  command group a s  we l l .  This 
was coupled wi th  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  T e t  was then  i n  progress .  I t  
w a s  a  most demanding pe r iod  on t h e  p a r t  of everyone who was 
assigned t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n  a t  t h a t  time. To be f u l l y  aware of 
a l l  w r i t t e n  documentation which would be r e l e v a n t  t o  a G 3  
ope ra t ion  i n  country,  t o  be aware of it and t o  implement it, 
was no t  a l l  t h a t  easy ,  of course.  W e  were hard pressed  t o  
keep up on a day-to-day b a s i s ,  and t o  t h e  e x t e n t  t h a t  we 
could,  w e  would on such a d d i t i o n a l  p r o j e c t s  a s  g e t t i n g  t h e  
SOP i n t o  i t s  f i n a l  form and i n t o  t h e  f i e l d .  We spen t  a good 
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p o r t i o n  of everyday w i t h  o u r  f i n g e r  i n  t h e  d i k e  t r y i n g  to  
keep some s i t u a t i o n s  from g e t t i n g  o u t  of hand and t o  accom­
p l i s h  what w a s  neces sa ry ,  hour  by hour.  I t  i s  a s e p a r a t e  
e f f o r t  t o  p l a n  beyond t h e  immediate 2 days  o r  few weeks 
ahead. The G 3  p l a n s  o f f i c e r  w a s  ha rd  p re s sed  t o  be l e f t  
a lone  t o  do h i s  p lanning .  He was brought  i n t o  ongoing cur ­
r e n t  o p e r a t i o n s  more t h a n  w e  l i k e d  t o  b r i n g  him i n t o  it. W e  
j u s t  needed h i s  s e r v i c e s .  

The t r a i n i n g  u n i t s ,  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  t r a i n i n g ,  was 
conducted a t  o u r  Americal D iv i s ion  Combat Cen te r ,  l o c a t e d  a t  
Chu La i .  A l l  i n d i v i d u a l  replacements  pas s  through on a r r i v a l  
and ass ignment  t o  t h e  Americal Div is ion .  I t  w a s  a 1 week 
course .  I t  inc luded  f a m i l i a r i z a t i o n  wi th  o u r  a r e a  of opera ­
t i o n ,  i nc luded  in fo rma t ion  on t h e  enemy and h i s  methods of  
o p e r a t i o n ,  it had an e x c e l l e n t  c l a s s  on bobby t r a p s  and mines, 
it inc luded  t h e  f i n a l  in -count ry  i n p r o c e s s i n g  f o r  each  man t o  
i n s u r e  t h a t  he had a l l  h i s  b a s i c  equipment a s  an i n d i v i d u a l  
i n  t h e  u n i t ,  i n c l u d i n g  a packe t  of  i n fo rma t ion  which had t h e  
r e q u i r e d  c a r d s  t h a t  t h e y  had t o  c a r r y .  

Q These c a r d s  were g iven  o u t  a t  t h e  combat c e n t e r ?  

Y e s ,  I a m  s u r e  t h a t  I can answer -­
( I n t e r p o s i n g )  How would you ge t  t h o s e  c a r d s  i f  

you came o v e r  w i t h  a u n i t  l i k e  t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade? C/1/20,
where would they  g e t  t h o s e  c a r d s ?  

A .  T h e i r  advance p a r t y  w a s  adv i sed  of  t h e  requirement  
f o r  c a r r y i n g  such c a r d s  i n  coun t ry ,  were prov ided  w i t h  such 
ca rd  p a c k e t s ,  and t h e y  went back t o  H a w a i i  and worked up 
i n d i v i d u a l  packe t s  and provided  each  man i n  H a w a i i ,  b e f o r e  
he took o f f  t o  Vietnam, w i t h  a b a s i c  packe t  of i n fo rma t ion  
needed f o r  h i s  in -count ry  p roces s ing  and t h e  requirement  t h a t  
he c a r r y  t h e  "Nine Rules , "  t h e  "Handling of t h e  Enemy," and 
s e v e r a l  o t h e r  c a r d s .  I do n o t  r e c a l l  e x a c t l y  what t h a t  l i s t  
w a s  of  c a r d s  t h a t  he  c a r r i e d .  But t h a t  w a s  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  
in -count ry  o r i e n t a t i o n  and t r a i n i n g  conducted. A s  f a r  as 
t r a i n i n g  p e r  se, it w a s  n o t  conducted from a c e r t a i n  i n d i v i ­
d u a l  l e v e l .  I t  was on-the-job t r a i n i n g  o r  in -count ry  o r i e n t ­
a t i o n  t r a i n i n g .  The t r a i n i n g  was accomplished by a g radua l  
phase- in ,  phase-out p roces s .  I have a l r e a d y  d e s c r i b e d  t h a t  
t h e  198th took ove r  g r a d u a l l y  from t h e  196 th ,  b a t t a l i o n  A0 
by b a t t a l i o n  AO. 
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S i m i l a r l y ,  t h e  f i r e  bases  w e r e  phased i n  and phased 
ou t .  I f  you took o u t  one a r t i l l e r y  b a t t t e y  from a f i r e  b a s e ,  
you brought  i n  ano the r ,  and t h e r e  was an o v e r l a p  of gun sec ­
t i o n s  and an o v e r l a p  of  t h e  f i r e  d i r e c t i o n  personne l .  W e  had 
a very  c a r e f u l  o v e r l a p  of t h e  procedures  f o r  c l e a r i n g  a r t i ­
l l e r y  f i r e s .  W e  had a system s i m i l i a r  t o  t h a t  used through ­
o u t  t h e  count ry ,  going through province  and d i s t r i c t  head­
q u a r t e r s  where we l o c a t e d  l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r s  w i t h  r a d i o s  t o  
n e t  w i th  o u r  own when te lephones  would n o t  do t h e  job,  and 
w e  would c l e a r ,  a s  a p p r o p r i a t e ,  a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  miss ions .  

Q. Do you happen t o  have p e r s o n a l  knowledge of t h e  
s i t u a t i o n  i n  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t ?  Did they  have a p r e t t y  good 
system down t h e r e ?  

A. I do r e c a l l  w e  had no d i f f i c u l t y  w i th  Son Tinh.  
It w a s  a smooth o p e r a t i o n .  I. never  p h y s i c a l l y  walked i n t o  
t h e  d i s t r i c t  headqua r t e r s  a t  Song Tinh.  I passed  over  it i n  
a h e l i c o p t e r  on a number of occas ions .  I never  landed t h e r e  
and t a l k e d  t o  L ieu tenan t  Colonel  G U I N N .  I r e c a l l  meeting 
G U I N N  i n  Quang Ngai on one occas ion ,  and I t h i n k  I s a w  him 
up i n  d i v i s i o n  headquarters..  

Q You mean GAVIN o r  GUINN?. 

A. G U I N N .  

Q I t h i n k  G U I N N  w a s  d i s t r i c t  -­
A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  H e  w a s  d i s t r i c t  -­

Q - ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  No, GAVIN was t h e  d i s t r i c t  adv i so r .  
G U I N N  w a s  t h e  deputy prov ince  s e n i o r  a d v i s o r  

A. I was under t h e  impress ion t h a t  G U I N N  had Son 
Tinh du r ing  t h i s  t ime ,  t h a t  he  l i v e d  on a l i t t l e  h i l l  on t h e  
o t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  road and he worked down a t  d i s t r i c t  head­
q u a r t e r s .  

Q What p e r i o d  of  t i m e  are you t a l k i n g  about?  

A .  The t i m e  frame where I w a s  concerned w i t h  t h e  
d i v i s i o n  o v e r a l l  i n s t e a d  of  j u s t  t h e  196th .  

Q. I t h i n k  t h a t  you w i l l  p robably  f i n d  it w a s  GAVIN. 
They w e r e  bo th  l i v i n g  i n  count ry  about  18  months, about t h e  
same amount of  t i m e  t h a t  you were. 
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A. I cou ld  very  e a s i l y  be mis taken.  Province head- 
q u a r t e r s  a t  Quang Ngai , Colonel  ULSAKER. Colonel  ULSAKER 
w a s  t h e  2d ARVN D i v i s i o n ' s  adv i so r .  Was he s e n i o r  a d v i s o r  
a t  t h a t  t ime? I b e l i e v e  he was. I t h i n k  he i s  i n  t h e  a r e a ,  
C a r l  ULSAKER. I b e l i e v e  he i s  i n  t h e  b u i l d i n g ,  i f  I am n o t  
mis taken.  Province  a t  Quang Ngai, d i s t r i c t  a t  Son Tinh,  o u r  
f i r e  advance procedures  w e r e  e f f e c t i v e  t o  enab le  bo th  of  
t h o s e  h e a d q u a r t e r s  t o  g i v e  us  f i r e  p l a n s  f o r  t h e  d i s t r i c t  
which w e r e  e f f e c t i v e ,  and it w a s  an au tomat ic  procedure .  

Q L e t  m e  ask ano the r  q u e s t i o n .  You are t h e  G 3 .  
The l l t h  Brigade i s  your. newest u n i t  i n  country .  What was 
your impress ion  compared t o  t h e  o t h e r  o u t f i t s ?  Were t h e y  
an " u p t i g h t "  o u t f i t ?  How d i d  t h e y  o p e r a t e ?  Did you g e t  
t h e i r  r e p o r t s  i n ?  

A. There w a s  no n o t i c e a b l e  d i f f e r e n c e  between t h e  
b r igades  which w e r e  a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  America1 Div i s ion  d u r i n g  
t h i s  t ime  frame. N a t u r a l l y  t h e  b r igade  t h a t  had been t h e r e  
a longe r  p e r i o d  o f  t i m e  worked a b i t  smoother. The l l t h  
Brigade came i n  and had t h e i r  s h a r e  of  i n i t i a l  growing p a i n s  
j u s t  a s  t h e  198th b e f o r e  it had ,  and I am s u r e  t h e  196 th ,  
even though t h e  196th  came up from t h e  s o u t h ,  25th D iv i s ion  
a r e a ,  as a t r a i n e d  and seasoned b r igade .  I w a s  n o t  w i t h  
them when t h e y  a r r i v e d .  I jo ined  them la te r .  But I c e r t a i n ­
l y  cannot  s ay  t h a t  t h e r e  was any n o t i c e a b l e  d i f f e r e n c e  be t -  
ween t h e  198th  and t h e  l l t h  Brigade,  o r  f o r  t h a t  m a t t e r ,  any 
of  t h e  b r i g a d e s  t h a t  we took on from o t h e r  u n i t s  i n  Vietnam, 
t h e  l O l s t  D iv i s ion  and t h e  1st Cav. You can a p p r e c i a t e  t h a t  
u n i t s  coming i n  and o u t  r a p i d l y  w e r e  d i f f e r e n t  i n  b a s i c  
r o u t i n e .  T h e i r  o p e r a t i o n a l  p rocedures ,  i n c l u d i n g  r e p o r t i n g ,  
r e q u i r e d  c o n s i d e r a b l e  smoothing o u t  between d i v i s i o n  and 
b r igade  h e a d q u a r t e r s .  But i n  each  i n s t a n c e  t h i s  w a s  done 
q u i t e  r e a d i l y .  I c e r t a i n l y  would n o t  say  t h a t  t h e  l l t h  Brig- 
ade was any s lower  t o  a s s i m i l a t e  t han  any o t h e r  b r i g a d e ,  o r  
t h a t  t hey  had more d i f f i c u l t y .  

Q. How about  Task Force Barker? Did you have any 
occas ion  t o  come t o  any e v a l u a t i o n ,  conc lus ions  o r  de t enn i -  
n a t i o n s  about  them? 

A. No. Nothing unusual  s t a n d s  o u t  i n  my mind, no 
problem a r e a s  w i t h  Task Force Barker  any more than  any o t h e r  
u n i t  which o c c a s i o n a l l y  was l a t e  i n  submi t t i ng  e i t h e r  a SITREP 
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o r  an o r d e r  t h a t  we w e r e  a f t e r ,  o r  an a f t e r  a c t i o n  r e p o r t  we 
wanted, o r  a s p o t  r e p o r t  we needed. We had s p o t  r e p o r t  d i f f i ­
c u l t i e s  w i t h  a l l  u n i t s .  This  w a s  a c o n s t a n t  problem. Task 
Force Barker ,  even though it was made up a s  it wzs from 
companies from d i f f e r e n t  b a t t a l i o n s ,  c e r t a i n l y  from a d i v i s i o n  
s t a n d p o i n t ,  w e  d i d  n o t  have any more d i f f i c u l t y  wi th  them 
t h a n  wi th  any o t h e r .  W e  w e r e  ve ry  proud of Task Force Barker  
i n  t h e  way i t  was a b l e  t o  o p e r a t e  g e o g r a p h i c a l l y  s e p a r a t e d  
from i t s  p a r e n t  b r igade  i n  Duc Pho and removed by d i s t a n c e  
a s  it w a s  even from d i v i s i o n  headqua r t e r s .  Task Force  Barker  
was, i n  my judgment, w e l l  r e s p e c t e d ,  w e l l  thought  o f .  

Q Were you a l s o  a l i t t l e  b i t  concerned? I mean, 
t h i s  b i g  d i s t a n c e  removed from a newly formed b r igade - - tha t  
d i d n ' t  come up in- ­

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Because o f  o u r  command and c o n t r o l  
procedures  which w e  had w e  d i d  n o t  a n t i c i p a t e  no r  d i d  w e  
expe r i ence  any,  n o r  d i d  w e  have any e a r l y  concern t h a t  Task 
Force Barker  would n o t  be  a b l e  t o  handle  t h a t  miss ion  i n  
t h a t  AO. 

COL FRANKLIN: I r e a l l y  a p p r e c i a t e  your  g i v i n g  m e  t h i s  i n f o r ­
mation,  Colonel  BALMER. 

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  1320 hour s ,  1 8  December 
1969. ) 
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(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  0946 h o u r s ,  13 February 
1970. ) 

I0: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR: The fo l lowing  persons  are p r e s e n t :  LTG PEERS, MR 
WEST, MR MACCRATE, MR WALSH and MAJ LYNN.  

S i r ,  t h e  h e a r i n g  recalls Colonel  Jesmond D.  BALMER, 
J u n i o r .  

(COL BALMER was r e c a l l e d  a s  a  w i t n e s s ,  reminded 
t h a t  he w a s  s t i l l  under o a t h ,  and t e s t i f i e d  a s  fo l lows : )  

RCDR : Colonel  BALMER, s i r ,  I remind you t h a t  you remain 
under o a t h  b e f o r e  t h i s  hea r ing .  

10: Colonel  BALMER, I t h i n k  you have m e t  a l l  t h e  people  
a t  t h e  t a b l e  h e r e  a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  t i m e ,  have yon n o t ?  

A. I have n o t  m e t  t h i s  gentleman h e r e .  

(MR MACCRATE i n t r o d u c e d  h imse l f  t o  t h e  w i t n e s s .  ) 

I0: Colonel  BALMER, M r .  MACCRATE vo lun tee red  h i s  ser­
v i c e s  t o  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  of  t h e  Army t o  assist us i n  t h e  i n v e s t -  
i g a t i o n ,  a l s o  t o  p rov ide  l e g a l  counse l  t o  me and o t h e r  members 
of t h e  i n q u i r y .  A l l  of  t h e  people  a t  t h e  t a b l e  h e r e  t h i s  mor- 
n i n g  may addres s  q u e s t i o n s  t o  you. One t h i n g  I shou ld  t e l l  
you. S ince  we l a s t  t a l k e d  t o  you, w e  have l e a r n e d  much con­
c e rn ing  what t r a n s p i r e d  a t  My L a i ,  t h e  reviews o f  t h e  i n c i d -  
e n t  and t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  of t h e  i n c i d e n t .  A l l  t o l d ,  from 
t h e  day w e  s t a r t e d  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t o  t h e  p r e s e n t  d a t e ,  w e  
have i n t e r r o g a t e d  approximately  350 w i tnes ses .  Besides  t h a t ,  
w e  have assembled a v a s t  number of documents r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  
i n c i d e n t  and t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and s o  f o r t h ,  s o  w e  are i n  a 
much b e t t e r  p o s i t i o n  r i g h t  now t o  ask q u e s t i o n s  t h a n  we were 
a t  t h e  t i m e  t h a t  you were i n .  

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h a t  k ind  of knowledge, w e  have 
been on t h e  ground and had t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  v i s i t  MACV, 
USARV and I11 MAF. We a c t u a l l y  conducted p h y s i c a l  i n s p e c t i o n s  
of t h e i r  f i l e s  t o  determine whether o r  n o t  any documents were 
p r e s e n t ,  and w e  d i d  t h e  same t h i n g  wi th  t h e  America1 Div i s ion  
and t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade.  We a l s o  had an o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  v i s i t  I 
Corps, and t a l k e d  t o  General  LAM. We l i k e w i s e  v i s i t e d  t h e  
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2d ARVN Div i s ion  and had an o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  t a l k  t o  now Gen­
e ra l  TOAN, probably Colonel  TOAN, a s  you r e c a l l  him, and some 
of h i s  s t a f f  and a d v i s o r s .  We subsequent ly  i n t e rv i ewed  s e v e r a l  
of t h e  a d v i s o r s  who were p r e s e n t  a t  t h a t  t ime.  The same t h i n g  
is  t r u e  of  the '  p rov ince ,  wi th  r e s p e c t  t o  Colonel  K H I E N  and h i s  
succes so r ,  Colonel  B I N H ,  and we t a l k e d  t o  members of h i s  s t a f f  
and t h e  adv i so ry  e lements  bo th  on t h e  m i l i t a r y  s i d e  and t h e  
p a c i f i c a t i o n  s i d e  o r  t h e  c i v i l i a n  s i d e .  W e  a l s o  v i s i t e d  d i s ­
t r i c t  headqua r t e r s  and t a l k e d  t o  t h e  people  t h e r e  who w e r e  on 
t h e  scene.  We've t a l k e d  t o  Capta in  TAN who was t h e  d i s t r i c t  
c h i e f .  We've a l s o  t a l k e d  t o  q u i t e  a few of t h e  Americans who 
were p r e s e n t .  Likewise we v i s i t e d  D o t t i e  and w e  f lew ove r  t h e  
o p e r a t i o n a l  a r e a .  We went i n t o  My L a i  ( 4 ) ,  s o  t h a t  we could 
t i e  i n  a l o t  of t h i s  i n fo rma t ion  t h a t  w e  have and t h e  p h y s i c a l  
l o c a t i o n s  on t h e  ground. So, a s  I ' v e  i n d i c a t e d ,  w e  a r e  i n  a 
ve ry ,  ve ry  much b e t t e r  p o s i t i o n  today than  w e  w e r e  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  
I might s ay  t h a t ,  a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  moment, w e  have no reason t o  
suspec t  you are g u i l t y  of any v i o l a t i o n .  W e  d i d  want you t o  
come i n  t o  f i l l  i n  some of t h e  gaps ,  i f  you cou ld ,  and t o  ver ­
i f y  and check o u t  some of t h e  tes t imony and perhaps  ask you 
some q u e s t i o n s  concerning your p rev ious  tes t imony.  You should  
know w e  have been spending perhaps  what may seem an i n o r d i n a t e  
amount of t i m e  i n  coming up w i t h  o u r  f i n d i n g s  and o u r  recom­
mendations.  The reason  f o r  t h i s  i s  t h a t  w e  want t o  make s u r e  
t h a t  w e  l e a v e  n o t  one s t o n e  un turned  w i t h i n  t h e  b e s t  of o u r  ca ­
p a b i l i t e s ,  and w i t h i n  any r ea sonab le  t ime  e lement ,  t o  make s u r e  
t h a t  we know e v e r y t h i n g  about  t h i s  i n c i d e n t  and i t s  r e p o r t i n g  
and i n v e s t i g a t i o n  as we can p o s s i b l y  know. 

Having s a i d  t h a t ,  I ' l l  ask you a t  t h i s  moment, i f  
you have any q u e s t i o n s ?  

A. N o ,  sir. 

Q F i r s t ,  I would l i k e  t o  r e f e r  t o  your  tes t imony of  
18  December when you v i s i t e d  us .  A t  t h a t  t i m e  you i n d i c a t e d  
s e v e r a l  t h i n g s .  F i r s t  you i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  you had no knowledge 
of a most unusual  s i t u a t i o n  o r  e v e n t ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  k i l l i n g  
of some c i v i l i a n s  which had t aken  p l a c e  a t  My L a i  ( 4 ) ,  which 
w e  a c t u a l l y  know now a s  Thuan Yen, subhamlet  of  Son My V i l l a g e ,  
on o r  about  16 March. Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Tha t  i s  c o r r e c t ,  sir. 

Q. You a l s o  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  you had no knowledge of t h e  
c o n f r o n t a t i o n  between a v i a t i o n  pe r sonne l  and pe r sonne l  on t h e  
ground i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of  My La i  ( 4 )  on 16 March 1968? 
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A. That i s  a l s o  c o r r e c t ,  sir. 

Q You a l s o  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  you had no knowledge of an 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of t h e  i n c i d e n t  of 1 6  March which had been d i r e c t e d ,  
a c t u a l l y  d i r e c t e d  and conducted? 

A. Correc t ,  sir. 

Q Now, i n  h i s  testimony before  t h i s  i n q u i r y ,  Colonel 
LEWIS t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  t h e  d i v i s i o n  s t a f f ,  commanding genera l ,  
and Colonel BALMER i n  p a r t i c u l a r  were aware of t h e  i n c i d e n t  and 
i t s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  and he d iscussed  t h e s e  ma t t e r s  wi th  Colonel 
BALMER repeatedly .  I ' 11 give  you a few of t h e  quotes  from h i s  
testimony. "CRESWELL kept  needl ing  me." When he says  CRESWELL, 
h e ' s  r e f e r r i n g  t o  Major CRESWELL who was t h e  chapla in  of DIVARTY. 
I d o n ' t  know whether you know him o r  not?  

A .  No. 

Q. I cont inue:  
c'd

"A. CRESWELL kept  needl ing me s o  I went back t o  0"; 
s e e  BALMER, and he assured me t h a t  t h i s  was being 
wrapped up." 

T h a t ' s  one quote.  Another quote:  

"I t o l d  BALMER t h a t  I had heard some p r e t t y  bad 
t h i n g s  and he s a i d  he had too .  I heard t h i s  was 
going t o  be thoroughly i n v e s t i g a t e d . "  

Another quote;  he s t a t e d  t h a t :  ' 

"BALMER was w i l l i n g  t o  s i t  down and go o v e r  t h i s  
a s  much a s  he knew." 

Those were h i s  e x a c t  words. He a l s o  went on t o  say: 

"Well, I t o l d  him -- I asked him -- I s a i d ,  ' I  
heard c i v i l i a n s  had been k i l l e d .  ' T h a t ' s  a ' r a t h e r  
odd s ta tement ,  b u t  t h a t ' s  t h e  way it came o u t ,  and 
he s a i d :  'Chaplain,  t h a t ' s  wha t - I  heard.  We're 
having an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  made on t h e  s p o t . '  Not 
j u s t  once, b u t  a number of t imes." 
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So, h e r e  w e  have f o u r  quotes  from t h e  tes t imony of t h e  d i v i s i o n  
chap la in  which i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  you and he had d i s c u s s e d  t h i s  mat- 
t e r  and would i n d i c a t e  t h a t  you had q u i t e  a  b i t  of knowledge, 
which i s  q u i t e  c o n t r a d i c t o r y  t o  t h e  t h r e e  p o i n t s  t h a t  I men­
t i o n e d  t o  you be fo re .  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  
I 
 
Q - Now, w i t h  t h i s  a s  a background, I ' d  l i k e  you t o  j u s t  
t h i n k  t h i s  t h i n g  over  f o r  a few moments, o r  a s  long  a s  you need 
t o ,  and t h e n  I want you t o  t e l l  us what you can remember about  
your d i s c u s s i o n  wi th  Colonel  LEWIS. 

A. S i r ,  I do n o t  remember t h o s e  conve r sa t ions  i n  t h a t  
con tex t  o r  I would n o t  have p r e v i o u s l y  t e s t i f i e d  a s  I had. I 
had conve r sa t ions  w i th  Chaplain  LEWIS almost  d a i l y .  This  was 
normally du r ing  t h e  d inne r  hour  every  day of t h e  week. A s  f a r  
as s p e c i f i c  conve r sa t ions ,  on s p e c i f i c  i n c i d e n t s  which you a r e  
r e f e r r i n g ,  I do n o t  r e c a l l  t h a t  a t  a l l ,  sir.  A l l  I can say  i n  
t h a t  r ega rd ,  i s  t h a t  we were having o p e r a t i o n s  day a f t e r  day. 
This  was t h e  T e t  p e r i o d ,  post-TET p e r i o d  i n  which from t ime t o  
t i m e  t h e r e  would be o p e r a t i o n s  conducted where t h e r e  were c i v ­
i l i a n s  i n  t h e  a r e a  and a  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  some of  them could  
have become caught  i n  t h e  c r o s s f i r e  o r  o the rwi se  involved  i n  
t h e  o p e r a t i o n ,  always e x i s t e d .  W e ,  of c o u r s e ,  r e l i e d  on r e -  
p o r t s  from t h e  f i e l d .  The p r i n c i p a l  o p e r a t i o n s  were n o t  i n  t h a t  
p a r t i c u l a r  a r e a .  They were i n  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  of t h e  Wallowa 
area where w e  had much h e a v i e r  c o n t a c t .  A s  f a r  a s  r e m e d e r i n g  
my t a l k i n g  t o  Colonel  LEWIS i n  t h e  v e i n  which hc has t e s t i f i e d ,  
s p e c i f i c a l l y  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  and t h a t  c i v i l i a n s  were i n  f a c t  i n -  
volved,  and an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  w a s  be ing  conducted,  I simply do 
n o t  r e c a l l  it s i r ,  n o t  a t  a l l .  

Q. Now t h a t  you've hea rd  t h e s e ,  can you t a k e  and r e c a l l  
anything t h a t  he may have s a i d  t o  you t h a t  he may have i n t e r -  
p r e t e d  as him t e l l i n g  you something? 

A .  No, sir.  I cannot .  Those conve r sa t ions  took p l a c e  
i n  t h e  TOC. There w e r e  s t a f f  o f f i c e r s  i n  t h e r e  from t ime t o  
t i m e .  I n  t h i s  i n s t a n c e ,  I a m  t a l k i n g  t o  t h e  c h a p l a i n  who came 
t o  t h e  TOC from t ime t o  t ime ,  w i t h  a l l  t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  on go ing  
and t h e  p r e s s  of t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  and a c t i o n s  which were i n  pro- 
g r e s s ,  it i s  conce ivab le  t h a t  he  could  have s a i d ,  i n  regard  t o  
t h a t  o p e r a t i o n ,  something was i r r e g u l a r .  A s  f a r  as my answer ­
i n g  him t h a t  it i s  going t o  be i n v e s t i g a t e d  and looked i n t o  
and I heard  a l s o  t h a t  something was s t r a n g e ,  I do n o t  r e c a l l  
t h a t ,  sir. 
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Q Well, he d i d  t e s t i f y  t h a t  t h e  d i v i s i o n  s t a f f  and 
t h e  commanding g e n e r a l  w e r e  aware of t h e  i n c i d e n t  and he d i s ­
cussed t h e s e  m a t t e r s  w i t h  you r epea t ed ly .  A s  f a r  a s  some peo­
p l e  i n  t h e  headqua r t e r s  knowing t h a t  something was wrong, w e  
have had o t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l s  t e s t i f y  i n  a s i m i l i a r  v e i n  t h a t  more 
than  a few people  i n  t h e  headqua r t e r s  knew t h a t  something un­
u sua l  t r a n s p i r e d .  There was much t a l k  among t h e  e n l i s t e d  per ­
sonne l  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  accord ing  t o  t h e  tes t imony w e  have re­
ce ived.  

A. The unusual  a s p e c t  of  t h a t  o p e r a t i o n  was n o t  t h a t  
any th ing  i r r e g u l a r  had occu r red  b u t  t h a t  t h e  l a r g e  body count  
w a s  r e p o r t e d ,  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t hey  had r e p o r t e d  some 128,  which 
i s  t h e  unusual  a s p e c t  of  t h a t .  But t h a t  any p o r t i o n  o f  t h a t  
w a s  i n  f a c t ,  women and c h i l d r e n ,  c e r t a i n l y  I have no r e c o l l e c t ­
i o n  whatsoever of hav ing  any p o s i t i v e  o r  d e f i n i t i v e  i n fo rma t ion  
on t h i s  and o t h e r  t h a n  j u s t  any i d l e  conve r sa t ion ,  I might 
have had w i t h  Chaplain  LEWIS, e i t h e r  i n  t h e  TOC o r  i n  t h e  m e s s  
h a l l ,  I d o n ' t  recal l  t h a t .  

Q I f  he had pas sed  it t o  you, i n  your judgment, from 
what you 've  s a i d  Colonel  BALMER, it would have n o t  been i d l e  
conve r sa t ion ,  b u t  an atmosphere where you had a d r i n k  o r  some­
t h i n g  and were w a i t i n g  f o r  t h e  b r i e f i n g  t o  go on i n  t h e  evening.  
Did he e v e r  come t o  your  o f f i c e  and s i t  down w i t h  you and s a y ,  
"Now I ' v e  heard  t h i s , "  and e x p l a i n  t o  you what he heard?  

A. I cannot  r e c a l l  Chaplain LEWIS coming t o  my o f f i c e ,  
s i r ,  and t a l k i n g  about  t h a t  o r  any o t h e r  s u b j e c t .  He came by 
my o f f i c e  as a l l  s t a f f  o f f i c e r s  d i d  from t ime t o  t i m e .  I was 
i n  a s e p a r a t e  l i t t l e  b u i l d i n g  about  40 o r  50 ya rds  from t h e  TOC 
o r  over  a t  t h e  d i v i s i o n  command b u i l d i n g  i t s e l f .  A s  f a r  a s  Chap­
l a i n  LEWIS coming t o  my o f f i c e  and s i t t i n g  down and add res s ing  
t h i s  s p e c i f i c  s u b j e c t ,  i f  he d i d ,  I simply do n o t  r e c a l l  t h a t ,  
sir. 

Q - Le t  m e  mention a few p l a c e s ,  people  and t h i n g s  and 
see i f  you can p u t  t h e s e  t o g e t h e r  w i th  Colonel  LEWIS. Fo r  . 
example, d i d  he mention My La i?  

A .  I never  heard  t h e  word My La i  ( 4 )  o r  r e c a l l  u s ing  
t h e  word My La i  ( 4 )  p r i o r  t o  i t s  coming o u t  i n  t h e  newspapers 
i n  September, o r  P i n k v i l l e  e i t h e r .  We used c o o r d i n a t e s .  

Q Did he e v e r  u se  t h e  term Son My V i l l a g e ?  
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Did he use Tu Cung? 

A. Never heard it. 

Q. Co Luy? 

A. None of those  words a r e  f a m i l i a r  t o  me whatsoever. 

Q. How about Task Force Barker? 

Yes, s i r .  
  


What d i d  he mention about Task Force Barker? 
 


A. What d i d  he mention? 
 


Q - I ' m  asking t h e s e  ques t ions  about what he mentioned. 
 


A. I do n o t  r e c a l l  Chaplain LEWIS saying anything about 
Task Force Barker s p e c i f i c a l l y .  

Q Did he mention anything t o  you about an a v i a t o r ,  
  

a  warrant  o f f i c e r  a v i a t i o r  from t h e  123d Aviat ion Ba t t a l ion?  
  


A. Not t h a t  I r e c a l l ,  s ir ,  No, s ir .  I do not  r e ­ 

c a l l  t h a t .  
  


Q. Did he t e l l  you, go t t en  h i s. 
f o r  example t h a t  he had .. ­

information from Major CRESWELL? 
 


A. I d o n ' t  even r e c a l l  Major CRESWELL's name, sir.  

. Q - . O r  from another  chaplain? 

I do n o t  r e c a l l  t h a t ,  sir. 

Q - A chapla in  from DIVARTY? 

A * .  NO, sir. 

Q Now then ,  having seen t h i s  s i t u a t i o n ,  I ' d  l i k e  you 
 
t o  t e l l  me what kind of a person Colonel LEWIS i s .  Does he do 
 
a l o t  of t a l k i n g  s o  t h a t  it becomes somewhat d i f f i c u l t  t o  sep ­ 
  
a r a t e  t h e  wheat from t h e  chaff o r  t o  g e t  down what he i s  t a l k ­ 

i n g  about? I ' d  j u s t  l i k e  you t o  e x p l a i n  your apprec ia t ion  of 
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him, n o t  s o  much as a c h a p l a i n ,  b u t  a s  a  pe r son ,  s o  t o  speak,  
  
and how he approached problems. 
  

A. I knew him p r e v i o u s l y ,  sir. W e  were t o g e t h e r  a t  
F o r t  Leavenworth i n  1960 and 1961. A t  t h a t  t ime I g o t  t o  know 
him and I w a s  q u i t e  fond of him. When I-came t o  t h e  A m e r i c a 1  
D iv i s ion  headqua r t e r s  and found him on t h e  s t a f f ,  I w a s  p l e a s e d  

. t o  	see him aga in .  W e  had a pe r sona l  f r i e n d s h i p  as opposed t o  
a g e n e r a l  s t a f f  o f f i c e r - s p e c i a l  s t a f f  o f f i c e r  r e l a t i o n s h i p .  
I have t h e  h i g h e s t  r e g a r d  f o r  him a s  an o f f i c e r  and c h a p l a i n  
and a s  an i n d i v i d u a l .  I would say ,  i n  my op in ion ,  t h a t  he is  
more t a l k a t i v e  t h a n  t h e  average c h a p l a i n ,  c e r t a i n l y  a s  f a r  as 
emersing h imse l f  i n  m i l i t a r y  m a t t e r s .  H e  was keen ly  i n t e r e s t e d  
i n  a l l  t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  of  t h e  d i v i s i o n .  H e  was i n  and o u t  o f  
t h e  TOC. I r e c a l l  t h a t .  He had a good knowledge and f e e l  o f  
what w a s  go ing  on. I had many conve r sa t ions  w i t h  him day a f t e r  
day du r ing  t h e  r e l a t i v e l y  b r i e f  t i m e  t h a t  I w a s  i n  t h e  head- 
q u a r t e r s .  But i n  my l a s t  s e v e r a l  weeks t h e r e ,  from t h e  t i m e  
t h a t  I r e t u r n e d  from R&R,  t h e  evening of t h e  1 6 t h  u n t i l  my 
d e p a r t u r e  on t h e  1 5 t h  of  A p r i l ,  t h e  s p e c i f i c  conve r sa t ion  w i t h  
Chaplain LEWIS a l l e g i n g  t h a t  innocent  c i v i l i a n s  were i n  f a c t  
c a s u a l t i e s  o r  v i c t i m s  of  a p a r t i c u l a r  o p e r a t i o n .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  
t h a t  conve r sa t ion .  I t  w a s  one conve r sa t ion  on many, many, many 
I had wi th  Chaplain LEWIS each day on m a t t e r s  t h a t  concerned 
t h e  d i v i s i o n ,  b u t  as f a r  as h i s ,  i f  i n  f a c t  t h a t  he has  t e s t i -  
f i e d  t h a t  he has  come t o  my o f f i c e  -­
Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I d i d n ' t  say  t h a t .  

A. That  conve r sa t ion  d o e s n ' t  s t a n d  ou t .  A s  f a r  as my 
making a comment o f ,  "Yes, I a m  concerned," o r  words t o  t h a t  
e f f e c t  about  t h i s ,  o r  a l s o  t h a t  I had heard  something t h a t  t h i s  
w a s  being i n v e s t i g a t e d  o r  r e i n v e s t i g a t e d ,  I can on ly  b e l i e v e  
it was i n  a  v e i n  t h a t  i f  it w a s  unusua l ,  c e r t a i n l y  it w a s  go ing  
t o  be looked i n t o  and it i s  going t o  be given command a t t e n t i o n .  
I f  it i s  a s  r e p o r t e d ,  t h e n  something w i l l  be done about  it, b u t  
as f a r  a s  r e p o r t i n g  it t o  me, t h e  G3, when t h e  r e p o r t i n g  chan- 
n e l s  would be t o  t h e  command channel  o r  t h e  a s s i s t a n t  d i v i s i o n  
commanders o r  t h e  c h i e f  of s t a f f  o r  t h e  G5, t h e  I G .  My mind 
w a s  t o t a l l y  on on going o p e r a t i o n s .  C e r t a i n l y  G3, as a s t a f f  
s e c t i o n ,  would n o t  be conduct ing an i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  I am cer­
t a i n  t h a t  i f  he cons t rued  my remarks t h a t  way, he c e r t a i n l y  m i s ­
unders tood.  Specu la t ion  from t i m e  t o  t i m e ,  i f  t h e r e  were c i v ­
i l i a n s  involved ,  e i t h e r  be ing  h u r t  by a r t i l l e r y  o r  gunship o r  
sometimes on a combat a s s a u l t ,  occur red  from t i m e  t o  t i m e  dur ­
i n g  t h a t  p e r i o d ,  a s  I a m  s u r e  it d i d  i n  a l l  u n i t s  i n  Vietnam 
and s t i l l  does.  A t  l e a s t  it d i d  when I l e f t  t h e r e  about  a y e a r  
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ago, b u t  a s i n g l e  s tand-out  r e p o r t ,  such as t h e  one under i n -  
v e s t i g a t i o n  h e r e ,  and my say ing ,  "Yes, I knew something about  
it and something i s  going t o  be done about  i t " ,  i n  t h e  conver ­
s a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  d i v i s i o n  c h a p l a i n ,  c e r t a i n l y  2 y e a r s  l a t e r ,  
I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t .  

Q. Would it be conce ivab le  t h a t  he mentioned something 
l i k e  t h i s  i n  j u s t  i d l e  c h a t t e r  and it a l l  g e t s  l o s t  i n  conver ­
s a t i o n ,  s o  t o  speak? You t a l k e d  about  a l o t  of t h i n g s .  

A. Q u i t e  conce ivab le ,  cons ide r ing  I w a s  having a con­
v e r s a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  d i v i s i o n  c h a p l a i n  and it was an u n o f f i c i a l  
conve r sa t ion .  

8- L e t  me g i v e  you a  h y p o t h e t i c a l  s i t u a t i o n  s o  I can 
g e t  your a p p r e c i a t i o n  from t h e  p o i n t  of view of t h e  Arnerical 
Div is ion .  I f  Chaplain LEWIS, f o r  example, knew t h a t  an ino r ­
d i n a t e l y  l a r g e  number of  c i v i l i a n s  w e r e  u n n e c e s s a r i l y  o r  i n -  
d i s c r i m i n a t e l y  k i l l e d ,  t h a t  h e r e  had been a c o n f r o n t a t i o n  t h a t  
could have devsloped i n t o  a  v i o l e n t  one between an a v i a t i o n  
u n i t  and a  ground element ,  i f  t h i s  i n fo rma t ion  had a r r i v e d  i n  
t h e  c h a p l a i n ' s  channe ls  and g o t  t o  Colonel  LEWIS, what i s  t h e  
a c t i o n  t o  be t aken  a t  t h e  Headquar ters ,  Americal Div is ion?  
We're n o t  t a l k i n g  about what you know about  Army r e g u l a t i o n s  
and t h i s ,  t h a t  and t h e  o t h e r ,  b u t  on ly  as you handled t h i n g s  
i n  t h e  Arnerical. 

A. I f  such in fo rma t ion  came t o  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  of Chap­
l a i n  LEWIS a t  t h e  Arnerical D iv i s ion  h e a d q u a r t e r s  a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  
t h e  a c t i o n  which he would be expec ted  t o  t a k e ,  I b e l i e v e ,  and 
should  p r o p e r l y  have t a k e n ,  would have been t o  t a k e  it t o  t h e  
command element  o r  a t  least  t o  t h e  c h i e f  of s t a f f .  There was 
no c l e a r l y  d e l i n e a t e d  channel  f o r  s p e c i a l  s t a f f  o f f i c e r s  who 
might have c e r t a i n  i n fo rma t ion ,  whatever  t h e  t y p e  may be ,  
r e p o r t i n g  t o  any s p e c i f i c  agency. I t  j u s t  was n o t  de f ined .  
I do f e e l ,  though,  t h a t  i n  t h e  atmosphere t h a t  p r e v a i l e d  a t  
t h a t  t i m e ,  t h a t  h i s  maximim c e n t r a l i z e d  c o n t r o l  w a s  by t h e  d i -  
v i s i o n  commander, t h a t  f o r  any a c t i o n  and i n  some i n s t a n c e s ,  
many minor a c t i o n s ,  t h e  channel  would be t h e  commanding gener-  
a l ,  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  it w a s  g e n e r a l l y  recognized  by t h e  s t a f f  
o f f i c e r s  t h e r e ,  bo th  g e n e r a l  and s p e c i a l ,  t h a t  as f a r  a s  G 3  
i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n  w a s  concerned,  I w a s  e s s e n t i a l l y  TOC-bound. 
A s  I t h i n k  I r e p o r t e d  p r e v i o u s l y ,  I neve r ,  i n  a s i n g l e  i n s t a n c e  
accompanied t h e  commanding g e n e r a l  any p l a c e .  I w a s  n o t  a t e x t ­
book G3, e i t h e r  a s  t a u g h t  a t  Leavenworth o r  th roughout  t h e  Army 
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o r  p r a c t i c e d  a t  any o t h e r  d i v i s i o n s .  The commanding g e n e r a l  
w a s  i n  f a c t  h i s  own G3. This  comment was made r e p e a t e d l y  and 
t o l d  b e f o r e  I went t h e r e .  General  KOSTER was h i s  own G3 and 
c e r t a i n l y  I d i d n ' t  want t h a t  job. I s t r o n g l y  d i d  n o t  want t h e  
job. I was brought  i n  t h e r e .  Because of t h a t  atmosphere pre ­
v a i l i n g ,  and t h i s  was w e l l  known and w a s  w e l l  r ecognized  by t h e  
o f f i c e r s  t h e r e ,  what BALMER's t r u e  r o l e  was. I was n o t  opera­
t i n g  t h a t  d i v i s i o n .  I w a s  doing c e r t a i n  p l ann ing  and t r y i n g  
t o  keep t h e  TOC going.  I t r i e d  t o  keep t h e  v i s i t o r  f low going.  
I t r i e d  t o  make t h e  p rope r  r e p o r t s .  I t r i e d  t o  keep t h e  maps 
pos ted .  I t r i e d  t o  make s u r e  t h e  b r i e f i n g s  w e r e  c o r r e c t .  I 
t r i e d  t o  be a v a i l a b l e  a t  a l l  t imes  t o  t h e  commanding g e n e r a l ,  
t h e  a s s i s t a n t  d i v i s i o n  commander and c h i e f  of s t a f f ,  b u t  I c a n ' t  
v i s u a l i z e  t h a t  any s t a f f  o f f i c e r  t h e r e  who would v i s u a l i z e  BAL­
MER, even now, a s  be ing  a key mover i n  t h a t  d i v i s i o n .  I was 
f a r  from it. I w a s  a t  about  a f o u r t h  a s s i s t a n t  G3 l e v e l  i n  a 
comparable d i v i s i o n  i n  my opin ion .  I was n o t  t h e  G3. 

Q L e t  m e  a sk  you some more q u e s t i o n s  now. W e  a r e  hap­
py t o  have you i n  he re .  But,  even w i t h i n  t h i s  environment,  and 
I w i l l  come back t o  t h i s ,  b u t  I want t o  g e t  t h i s  one p o i n t  clear­
e d  up f i r s t ,  Colonel  BALMER. What I a m  s ay ing  i s  t h a t  it appears  
t h a t  Chaplain LEWIS had in fo rma t ion  o r  a t  l e a s t  an a l l e g a t i o n  
t h a t  a major w a r  cr ime had been committed. 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q Your recommendation i s  t h a t  he should  t a k e  it up
w i t h  t h e  command element .  I would t h i n k  a l s o  t h a t  s i n c e  t h i s  
i s  t h e i r  b u s i n e s s  and i t ' s  a l l  s p e l l e d  o u t  i n  Army r e g u l a t i o n s ,  
which you o p e r a t e d  under and I ope ra t ed  under ,  t h a t  it could  
have gone t o  t h e  SJA o r  it could have gone t o  t h e  IG t o  l e t  t h e  
m a t t e r  be thoroughly  i n v e s t i g a t e d ?  

A. T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  

Q I n  your  judgment, hav ing  t h a t  i n fo rma t ion ,  would 
it be l o g i c a l  t o  check it o u t  through c h a p l a i n ' s  channels?  Hav­
i n g  t h a t  i n fo rma t ion  t h a t  an a l l e g a t i o n  had been made and an 
o r a l  r e p o r t  had been submi t t ed  t h a t  an i n d i v i d u a l  had seen and 
had observed t h e  i n d i s c r i m i n a t e  k i l l i n g ,  n o t  j u s t  of a few c iv ­
i l i a n s ,  b u t  l a r g e  numbers o f  c i v i l i a n s ,  noncombatants, women, 
c h i l d r e n ,  o l d  men? 

A. No, sir.  I t  would n o t  be l o g i c a l  a t  a l l .  I t  would 
p r o p e r l y  r e s t ,  no twi ths t and ing  what Army r e g u l a t i o n s  set  f o r t h ,  
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which i s  ve ry  c l e a r  of  cou r se ,  it  c e r t a i n l y  i s  n o t  something 
t h e  c h a p l a i n  should  be i n fo rma l ly  checking o u t .  I t  should be 
done p r o p e r l y  by one of t h e  o t h e r  agenc ie s .  G5 would be a s t a r t -
p o i n t  b e t t e r  t h a n  t h e  chap la in .  The c h a p l a i n  would be t h e  l a s t  
orie t o  be o u t  checking in fo rma l ly  o r  running down rumors o r  
idle g o s s i p  o r  any th ing .  

Q. Now, I ' d  l i k e  t o  come back t o  t h i s  o t h e r  p o i n t  about  
General  KOSTER be ing  h i s  own G3. You've i n d i c a t e d ,  I t h i n k  q u i t e  
c l e a r l y  and s u c c i n c t l y ,  your r e l a t i o n s h i p  i n  t h e  p lanning  and 
o p e r a t i o n s  s i d e  of it. I ' d  l i k e  t o  ask  your a p p r e c i a t i o n , s i t ­
t i n g  where you were a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  of t h e  command r e l a t i o n s h i p  
and t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  and a u t h o r i t y  between,  l e t ' s  say  General  
ROSTER and General  RYDER on t h e  one hand,  who preceeded General  
YOUNG, and t h e n  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between Genera l  KOSTER and h i s  
c h i e f  of  s t a f f ,  Colonel  PARSON'S r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  General  YOUNG. 
Do you t h i n k  y o u ' r e  q u a l i f i e d  t o  do t h a t  one? 

A. I ' l l  t a k e  a t r y  a t  it, sir.  

Q - A l l  r i g h t .  That  would be h e l p f u l  t o  m e .  

A. When I a r r i v e d  a t  d i v i s i o n  h e a d q u a r t e r s  i n  e a r l y  
December of 1967, General  RYDER was one of t h e  a s s i s t a n t  d iv ­
i s i o n  commanders. H e  had a r e l a t i v e l y  c l o s e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  
General  KOSTER. General  KOSTER seemed t o  e n t r u s t  t o  him cer ­
t a i n  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  and d e l e g a t e d  c e r t a i n  a u t h o r i t y  t o  him 
which was n o t  t h e  ca se  when t h e  n e x t  ADC came i n  t o  r e l i e v e  Gen- 1e r a l  RYDER, and t h a t  w a s  Colonel  GALLOWAY. 

Q I d o n ' t  t h i n k  it worked q u i t e  t h a t  way. I t h i n k  
General  RYDER and General  YOUNG w e r e  t h e r e  a t  t h e  same t i m e .  
General  RYDER, I t a k e  it was a maneuver ADC and General  YOUNG 
more o r  less handled t h e  l o g i s i t i c s  and supply  s i d e  of  t h e  
house? 

A. T h a t ' s  c o r r e c t ,  s i r .  A s  b r i e f l y  as I could  s t a t e ,  
t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between General  KOSTER and General  RYDER was 
much c l o s e r  t h a n  General  KOSTER and General  YOUNG. There was 
a p e r s o n a l  f r i e n d s h i p  b a s i s  of  s o r t s ,  a t  l e a s t  as I observed 
it, between General  KOSTER and General  RYDER which d i d  n o t  ex­
i s t  between General  KOSTER and General  YOUNG. A s  you j u s t  
s tated,  General  RYDER had maneuver r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  and General  
YOUNG p r i m a r i l y  had suppor t  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s .  This  w a s  fuzzed  
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up p r e t t y  much. A t  one p o i n t  t h e r e  w a s  a geograph ica l  break ­
down. One went sou th  and one went n o r t h .  Each morning, a f t e r  
t h e  morning b r i e f i n g  t h e  g e n e r a l  o f f i c e r s  would g e t  a i r b o r n e .  
General  KOSTER went one d i r e c t i o n  and t h e  A D C ' s  had taken  o f f  
a l s o ,  s o  w e  had t h r e e  g e n e r a l  o f f i c e r s  a i r b o r n e  i n  v a r i o u s  p l a c e s ,  
W e  were t r y i n g  t o  keep t r a c k  o f  them i n  t h e  TOC, where t hey  were 
going,  what t h e y  w e r e  doing and what o r d e r s  t hey  w e r e  p u t t i n g  
o u t .  I t  was a g i g a n t i c  t a s k  f o r  my personne l  i n  TOC and my­
s e l f  t o  keep t r a c k  o f  them, a l s o  t o  implement such i n s t r u c t i o n s  
t h a t  t hey  i n  f a c t  r a d i o e d  back. We could on ly  communicate w i t h  
them when t h e y  w e r e  a i r b o r n e ,  u n l e s s  w e  could f i n d  o u t  e x a c t l y  
where t hey  were and g e t  them on a l a n d  l i n e .  A f t e r  General  RY­
DER l e f t ,  General  KOSTER c e n t r a l i z e d  more and more of t h e  auth ­
o r i t y  and o p e r a t i o n a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  i n  h i s  hands a lone .  H i s  
r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  t h e  c h i e f  of  s t a f f ,  Colonel  MUSER, who d e p a r t e d  
i n  e a r l y  February when Colonel  PARSON came i n ,  t h e r e  w a s  an over ­
l a p  t h e r e  of  a  couple  of  weeks, it w a s n ' t  anywhere a s  n e a r  as 
c l o s e .  General  KOSTER and Colonel  MUSSER seemed t o  have a c l o s e  
r e l a t i o n s h i p  and worked w e l l .  Th i s  was c e r t a i n l y  n o t  t h e  c a s e  
w i t h  Colonel  PARSON. Colonel  PARSON came i n ,  and t h i n g s  s t a r t e d  
f a l l i n g  down f a s t .  When I say  t h i n g s  were f a l l i n g  down, cer­
t a i n l y  t h e  f e e l i n g  among t h e  s t a f f  i n  o u r  c o o r d i n a t i o n  and o u r  
team work, t h e  g e n e r a l  atmosphere around t h e  headqua r t e r s .  Ad­
m i n i s t r a t i v e l y ,  o p e r a t i o n a l l y ,  d i s c i p l i n e ,  morale and i n  a l l  
r e s p e c t s .  I t  w a s  d e f i n i t e l y  a g r e a t  set  back f o r  t h e  America1 
Div i s ion  when t h a t  change of c h i e f  o f  s t a f f  occur red .  I n s t e a d  
o f  moving t o g e t h e r  as a team a t  t h a t  p o i n t ,  t h i n g s  w e r e  coming 
a p a r t  a t  t h e  seams r a p i d i y ,  I f e l t .  

Q You're  t a l k i n g  now about  t h e  February t i m e  pe r iod?  

A. I am indeed.  During t h e  change of c h i e f  of  s t a f f  
and t h e  atmosphere p r e v a i l i n g  i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n  headqua r t e r s .  
The atmosphere was bad enough i n  December w i th  General  RYDER 
and Colonel  MUSSER t h e r e  which I could d e t e c t  as a member of 
t h e  196th L igh t  I n f a n t r y  Brigade and t h a t  was t h e  reason  t h a t  
I dec ided  when I heard  a rumor, a month i n  advance, t h a t  my 
name was on a s l a t e  t o  be G 3 ,  I s a i d  t h a t ' s  t h e  l a s t  t h i n g  
t h a t  I want. I t  would be an honor f o r  an a r t i l l e r y  o f f i c e r  
t o  be a G 3  on a s l a t e  w i t h  f i v e  o r  s i x  good i n f a n t r y  o f f i c e r s ,  
b u t  n o t  a t  t h a t  headqua r t e r s .  I d i d n ' t  want t h e  job because 
of  t h e  atmosphere and t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  which e x i s t 6 d  between 
t h e  d i v i s i o n  and t h e  b r igades  and t h e  f e e l i n g  a t  b r i g a d e  l ev ­
e l  and t h e  f e e l i n g  throughout  t h e  s t a f f .  The s t a f f  o f f i c e r s  
whom I t a l k e d  t o  and t h e  o f f i c e r s  from t h e  b r igade  whom I 
t a l k e d  t o  s a i d ,  "Don' t  go." I s a i d ,  "Don' t  worry. 
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I f  I ' m  o f f e r e d  t h a t  job I ' m  going t o  r e s p e c t f u l l y  d e c l i n e . "  
  

That  word must have g o t  back,  because I w a s  n o t  ~ f f e r e dt h e  
  

job. I was o rde red  i n  t h e r e .  I t  w a s n ' t  a week l a t e r  t h a t  
  

t h e  commanding g e n e r a l  s a i d  anyth ing  t o  m e  o t h e r  t han  a nod, 
 

c e r t a i n l y  t o  d i s c u s s  " I  b rought  you i n  a s  my G3." I w a s  
  

j u s t  l i t e r a l l y  o rde red  i n  t h e r e  w i t h  no r ecour se  whatsoever.  
  


Q I d o n ' t  t h i n k  I ' m  q u i t e  w i t h  you on t h e  r e l a t i o n ­ 
  
s h i p  between General  RYDER and Colonel  MUSSER, t h e  c h i e f  of s t a f f .  
  

A. That  w a s  f a i r l y  good. General  RYDER and Colonel  
MUSSER, no problem t h e r e .  But I was going back and say ing  t h e  
atmosphere was n o t  good i n  December and it was t e r r i b l e  by mid-
February wi th  t h e  d e p a r t u r e  of  General  RYDER and t h e  d e p a r t u r e  
of Colonel  MUSSER and t h e  new changes ,  and t o  a ve ry  l a r g e  de­
g r e e  t h e  c h i e f  of s t a f f .  I t  w a s  ve ry  e v i d e n t  t o  a l l  concerned 
t h a t  General  KOSTER had no conf idence  o r  d i d  n o t  t r u s t  much re­
s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  excep t  answering t h e  t e l ephone  i n  t h e  headqua r t e r s  
and doing t h e  normal headqua r t e r s  c h i e f  of s t a f f  job,  t o  Colonel  
PARSON, and t o  a s i m i l a r  degree  t h i s  went down t o  t h e  s t a f f .  
This  caused bad f e e l i n g s  between t h e  c h i e f  of s t a f f  and t h e  
s t a f f  o f f i c e r s  concerned.  I t  was t h e  most unhappy group of 
s t a f f  o f f i c e r s  and unhappy headqua r t e r s  I have e v e r  had any 
c o n t a c t  w i t h  and c e r t a i n l y  e v e r  hea rd  t e l l  of it. I t  was s o  
d i a m e t r i c a l l y  opposed t o  eve ry  o t h e r  d i v i s i o n .  I ' v e  t a l k e d  t o  
many G3's.  I ' v e  t a l k e d  t o  many s t a f f  o f f i c e r s .  I s t a y e d  t h e r e  
s i x t e e n  and one-half  months. Nothing s i m i l i a r  took p l a c e  a s  
f a r  as running  a d i v i s i o n  headqua r t e r s  was concerned.  They 
w e r e  s u r p r i s e d .  You were t h e  G3 of t h e  America1 Div is ion .  T h a t ' s  
wonderful .  An a r t i l l e r y  o f f i c e r ,  g r e a t  honor. Gee, t h a t  was 
wonderful .  I s a i d ,  "That  was n o t  wonderful ."  I w a s n ' t  G3. 
I w a s  about  t h e  f o u r t h  a s s i s t a n t  G3 i f  you compare it w i t h  
ano the r  d i v i s i o n .  I t  w a s  a most unhappy s i t u a t i o n ,  and when 
an o p p o r t u n i t y  came t o  ex t end  f o r  t h e  52d A r t i l l e r y  Group, I 
s a w  it as a chance,  among o t h e r  t h i n g s ,  no twi ths t and ing  t h e  
o p p o r t u n i t y  it p r e s e n t e d ,  t o  l e a v e  t h a t  A m e r i c a 1  Div is ion  e a r l i e r  
t han  my normal r o t a t i o n  d a t e .  When t h e  r e q u e s t  came from USARV 
it w a s  pigeon-holed on General  KOSTER's desk.  I t  sa t  t h e r e  
f o r  ove r  a month wh i l e  he  d i d n ' t  answer USARV o r  address  me 
on t h e  q u e s t i o n  a t  a l l .  I knew about  t h i s  because of a tele ­
phone c o n v e r s a t i o n  from Saigon t h a t  s a i d  t h a t  "You have been 
recommended t o  be  t h e  CO of  t h e  52d A r t i l l e r y  Group come 
May if you w i l l  be r e l e a s e d . "  I s a i d ,  " I ' l l  p robably  be r e l e a s e d  
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b u t  it h a s n ' t  been brought  up." F i n a l l y  it w a s  brought  up,  
and s i n c e  I had been i n  Vietnam almost  a y e a r  I wanted sone 
l e a v e  b e f o r e  ex t end ing  f o r  ano the r  6  months, which caused 
my d e p a r t u r e  on 16 A p r i l ,  which normally would have been 2 
J u l y .  This  c e r t a i n l y  d i d n ' t  h e l p  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between 
t h e  command s e c t i o n ,  o r  a t  l e a s t  General  KOSTER and myse l f ,  
I d o n ' t  t h i n k .  Frankly ,  I f e l t  he r e s e n t e d  t h i s .  I would 
have thought  he would have s a i d  "This  is a f i n e  opportun- 
i t y  f o r  you. We're going t o  r e p l a c e  you. Take your  l e a v e  
and go on and ex t end .  I ' m  happy f o r  you." He d i d n ' t  say  a 
word. He s a i d ,  "OK, w e ' l l  t h i n k  about  i t . "  I t h i n k  t h a t  
d e s c r i b e s  b e t t e r  t h a n  anyth ing  else t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  t h a t  
e x i s t e d  between General  KOSTER and myself .  This  same r e l a -  
t i o n s h i p  c e r t a i n l y  e x i s t e d  among o t h e r  o f f i c e r s .  I t  w a s  one 
b i g  unhappy fami ly .  

MR MACCRATE: I would l i k e  t o  i n q u i r e ,  w e r e  t h e r e  members of  
t h e  i n t e r n a l  command upon whom General  KOSTER appeared t o  
r e l y  more t h a n  o t h e r s ?  

A. D e f i n i t e l y ,  s ir .  I n i t i a l l y ,  Genera l ly  RYDER o r  
Colonel  MUSSER. A f t e r  t h e i r  d e p a r t u r e ,  v i r t u a l l y  no one. 
c a n ' t  r e c a l l  any. There was no p a r t i a l i t y  t h e r e .  General  
KOSTER r a n  t h e  d i v i s i o n  w i t h  t o t a l  c e n t r a l i z e d  c o n t r o l .  A s  
f a r  a s  r e l y i n g  on any o t h e r  s t a f f  o f f i c e r  o r  t r e a t i n g  m e  d i f ­
f e r e n t l y  t han  any of  t h e  o t h e r s ,  I d i d n ' t  f e e l  t h a t ,  ce r ­
t a i n l y .  I sha red  a  t r a i l e r  w i t h  t h e  G 2  and o u r  f e e l i n g s  w e r e  
i d e n t i c a l ,  as were t h e  f e e l i n g s  of  t h e  s t a f f  o f f i c e r s .  H e  
d i d n ' t  p l ay  f a v o r i t e s  a t  a l l ,  n o t  a t  a l l .  A s  f a r  as having 
any s p e c i a l  c o n f i d a n t ,  none t h a t  I know o f .  S p e c i a l  s t a f f  
o f f i c e r s  d i d  f a i r  a  b i t  b e t t e r .  By t h a t  I mean t h e  c h a p l a i n ,  
Chaplain LEWIS, Colonel  JONES t h e  SJA, t hey  seemed t o  have 
a d i f f e r e n t  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  him. 

They d o n ' t  g e t  i n t o  t h e  o p e r a t i o n s .  

A. ~ o ta t  a l l .  

MR MACCRATE: What w a s  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  t h e  G5, Colonel  
ANISTRANSKI? 

A. The same, s i r ,  excep t  I f e l t  p e r s o n a l l y ,  General  
KOSTER l i k e d  Gus ANISTRANSKI b e t t e r .  ANISTRANSKI w a s  on t h e  
verge  of a sk ing  f o r  reass ignment  many t i m e s .  W e  would unload 
on each o t h e r  when t h i n g s  were going tough.  When w e  were 
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t i r e d  and behind t h e  e i g h t  b a l l .  Things w e r e  many t i m e s  
tougher  t h a n  t h e y  had t o  be. H e  w a s  one unhappy o f f i c e r  i n  
h i s  r e l a t i o n s h i p  wi th  General  KOSTER. I t  c e r t a i n l y  w a s n ' t  
b e t t e r  t h a n  mine o r  Colonel  TREXLER's o r  Colonel  WALL'S. It 
was p r e t t y  much a c r o s s  t h e  board.  Colonel  CLARKE f e l t  t h e  same 
way when he  came i n  t h e  G 4 .  H e  came i n  midway through a l l  
t h i s .  H e  came i n  a l l  happy and i n s p i r e d  and ambi t ious  and 
mot iva ted  and ready t o  charge  and 2 weeks l a t e r  he was ready 
t o  r e s i g n .  

Q- Who w a s  t h i s ?  

A. Colonel  CLARKE, Frank CLARKE. H e ' s  r i g h t  h e r e  i n  
t h e  Pentagon.  

Q. What p o s i t i o n  d i d  he ho ld?  
  

A. H e  came i n  t h e  G 4 ,  sir. 
 

Q-. T h i s  i s  one t h a t  we  d i d  n o t  t a l k  t o .  
  

What w a s  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between General  KOSTER 
and General  YOUNG as f a r  a s  d e l e g a t i n g  a u t h o r i t y  o r  r e spons i -  
b i l i t y ?  

A. N o t  as much as Genera l  RYDER. Fie d i d  of course  
g i v e  him c e r t a i n  a u t h o r i t y  and r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  

Q- Did he seem t o  have conf idence  i n  him, t h a t  he  
could p i c k  up t h e  b a l l  and move o u t  w i t h  i t ?  

A. I never  f e l t  t h a t  way. I never  f e l t  t h a t  he 
had g r e a t  conf idence  i n  him o r  anyone t h e r e .  I might even 
say f o r  General  RYDER a s  w e l l ,  e x c e p t  t h a t  because of  t h e i r  
pe;sonal f r i e n d s h i p  he en joyed  a s l i g h t l y  d i f f e r e n t  r e l a t i o n -  
s h i p .  I t h i n k  he had s p e c i a l  t r u s t  and admi ra t ion  f o r  Colonel  
MUSSER, t h e  c h i e f  of  s t a f f ,  b u t  he d e p a r t e d ,  I b e l i e v e  5 Febru ­
a ry .  I t  w a s  a maximum c e n t r a l i z e d  command and c o n t r o l  and a 
t i g h t  s t a f f  i n p u t  i n  o p e r a t i o n s  which was e n t i r e l y  unique.  

. i+ 
Q. I n  l i n e  w i t h  t h i s ,  I am v e r y  happy you brought  
t h i s  up. One o f  t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  complete ly  amazed me was t h a t  
t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander p e r s o n a l l y  a l l o c a t e d  a i r c r a f t  i n  t e r m s  
of h e l i c o p t e r s .  
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A. AS an example of  t h i s ,  on one p a r t i c u l a r  o p e r a t i o n  
I could see an opera t ion  b u i l d i n g  up, and they  c a l l e d  m e  about 
0300 i n  t h e  morning on a de terminat ion  whether o r  n o t  t o  wake 
up t h e  commanding genera l  o r  one of t h e  ADC's . It seemed so 
ev iden t  to .me t h a t  a combat a s s a u l t  w a s  necessary t h a t  I p u t  
o u t  a warning o r d e r  t o  t h e  a v i a t i o n ,  o r a l ,  and prepared a 
warning o r d e r  t o  be prepared t o  do it, t h e  e x a c t  t i m e  frame, 
about 0900 - 1000. Then I would advise General KOSTER at 
b r e a k f a s t  immediately o r  as soon as they  g o t  up. H e  l ea rned  
about t h i s  warning o r d e r  t h a t  I pu t  o u t  i n  t h i s  one case  be- 
f o r e  I had a chance t o  t a l k  t o  him. To say t h a t  he w a s  u p s e t  
wi th  m e  i s  p u t t i n g  it mi ld ly  t h a t  I had t h e  audaci ty  as t h e  
G3 of t h a t  d i v i s i o n  t o  p u t  o u t  a warning o rde r  of any s o r t ,  
and I should have awakened him. Tha t ' s  t h e  way we had t o  
funct ion .  I f  something occurred a t  t h e  t ime I went t o  bed 
a t  midnight o r  thereabouts  u n t i l  I go t  up around 5 o ' c lock ,  
t h e  phone would r i n g  every  30 minutes about something. 
My b i g  dec i s ion  would be whether t o  wake up General KOSTER 
o r  General RYDER and g e t  t h e i r  guidance a s  what t o  do. I 
go t  real s i c k  and t i r e d  of it f i n a l l y  and I s a i d  you ca l l  
General RYDER and General KOSTER d i r e c t l y .  A f t e r  a few 
weeks of t h a t ,  t h a t  t h i n g  g o t  o u t  of hand. H e r e  I am leav ing  
some cap ta in  o r  major on duty and t h e  dec i s ion  of when t o  ca l l  
t h e  genera l  o f f i c e r s  went back and f o r t h  very badly. I d i d n ' t  
dare  a l l o c a t e  an a i r c r a f t .  I d i d n ' t  da re  make a recomrnenda­
t i o n  a f t e r  a p o i n t  i n  t ime,  sir. He commanded t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  
squads, which has been s a i d  of a l o t  of commanders. 

. . 
Q. Let  m e  ask you one th ing .  You weren ' t  t h e r e  on 
t h e  16th and you d i d n ' t  come back i n  u n t i l  some time on t h e  
17th? 

A. I have s i n c e  checked and I came beck i n  on t h e  eve­
n ing of t h e  16 th ,  sir.  

Q. You were undoubtedly p r e s e n t  on t h e  morning of t h e  
17th? Do you remember General DOLEMAN being t h e r e  when you 
had your morning s t a f f  b r i e f i n g ?  You knew General DOLEMAN. 
We a l l  worked t o g e t h e r  i n  t h e  .Pentagon. 

A. Right,  s ir .  

Q. Did he mention t o  you a t  t h a t  time t h a t  he had 
countermanded an o r d e r  t o  move Char l ie  Company 1/20 back 
i n t o  My Lai ( 4 )  ? 
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A. No, s i r ,  he d i d  no t .  Not t h a t  I r e c a l l .  I r e c a l l  
General  DOLEMAN'S v i s i t ,  b u t  I wouldn ' t  have known it a t  t h a t  
t i m e  frame. There w e r e  s o  many going through t h e r e ,  b u t  a s  
f a r  a s  General  DOLEMAN mentioning t o  m e  t h a t  he had counter -  
manded -­

Q - ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Not General  DOLEMAN, b u t  General  
KOSTER. 

A. KOSTER? 

Q. When you came i n  f o r  your  Sunday morning b r i e f i n g ,  
which I t a k e  it must have happened q u i t e  e a r l y ,  do you remem­
b e r  s e e i n g  General  DOLEMAN i n  your s t a f f  b r i e f i n g ?  

(Negative response.  ) 

I ' m  t h i n k i n g  about  t h e  b r i e f i n g  i n  General  KOSTERVs 
o f f i c e ,  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  On Sunday it was an hour  l a t e r .  

Q *  I t  could have been an hour  l a t e r  because I know a t  
0820 he was down a t  Duc Pho, bo th  of them. 

A. I t  must have been t h e  r e g u l a r  t i m e  t hen .  

Q - W e l l ,  I ' m  n o t  even s u r e  it took p l a c e .  I ' m  j u s t  
ask ing  i f  it d i d  t a k e  p l a c e ?  My q u e s t i o n  i s  whether o r  n o t  
he t o l d  you a t  some t i m e  i n  t h e  a f t e rnoon  of t h e  16 th  t h a t  
C h a r l i e  Company was be ing  o r d e r e d  t o  go back i n t o  My Lai  t o  
make a body count  by age ,  by s e x  and by method of be ing  k i l l e d .  
H e  d i d  n o t  mention t o  you t h a t  t h a t  o r d e r  which had been 
i s s u e d  t o  C h a r l i e  Company by Task Force Barker had been coun­
termanded? 

A. I do n o t  r e c a l l ,  sir.  

(I0 l e f t  t h e  h e a r i n g  room.) 

Q. Colonel  BALMER, w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  p l ann ing  an opera ­
t i o n  such a s  t h e  Son My o p e r a t i o n ,  which i s  d e p i c t e d  graphi -  
c a l l y  on t h e  map behind you, t o  what e x t e n t  would such an 
o p e r a t i o n  have t o  be approved by d i v i s i o n ?  
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A. The OPLAN would normally be submit ted t o  d i v i s i o n .  
It w a s  on v i r t u a l l y  every  case f o r  any opera t ion  involv ing  
more than  a company. This  w a s  a t a s k  f o r c e  opera t ion .  Inas ­
much as they  w e r e  normally planned a few days o r  a week or 
more i n  advance, t h e  opera t ion  p l a n  and then  t h e  opera t ion  
o r d e r  would be submit ted t o  d i v i s i o n ,  i n  which case  t h e  com­
manding genera l  pe r sona l ly  would okay it. So an opera t ion  
such a s  Task Force Barker would d e f i n i t e l y ,  wi thout  ques t ion ,  
be c l e a r e d  e i t h e r  by t h e  submission i n  advance of t h e  opera- 
t i o n  p lan  o r  t h e  opera t ion  o r d e r  would follow it, and would 
be pe r sona l ly  c l e a r e d  by General KOSTER. The except ion  t o  
t h i s  would be i f  it came up s o  f a s t  t h a t  t h e  w r i t t e n  o r d e r  and 
p lans  d i d  n o t  g e t  t o  d i v i s i o n ,  i n  which case  no br igade  com­
mander o r  t a s k  f o r c e  commander would th ink  of s e t t i n g  o u t  on 
t h e  opera t ion  wi thout  c learance  with General KOSTER person- 
a l l y .  

(I0 r e e n t e r e d  t h e  hea r ing  room.) 

Q- I am going t o  ask you t h a t  same ques t ion  again so 
you can r e p e a t  your answer f o r  General PEERS. On an opera t ion  
such a s  t h e  Son My o p e r a t i o n  involv ing  Task Force Barker, t h e  
p lan  dep ic ted  on t h e  map behind you, what approval  would have 
been requ i red  a t  d i v i s i o n  l e v e l ?  

A. Such o p e r a t i o n s ,  s i r ,  were always c l ea red .  This was 
done by t h e  u n i t  prepar ing  t o  conduct t h e  opera t ion  submit- 
t i n g  an opera t ion  p lan  and then  t h e i r  opera t ion  o r d e r  and it 
was c lea red  pe r sona l ly  by General KOSTER. I n  those  cases  
where t h e  t ime frame was s o  s h o r t  General KOSTER would ver- 
b a l l y  c l e a r  a  p lan  by h i s  v i s i t i n g  t h e  br igade  headquar ters  
o r  the  t a sk  f o r c e  headquar ters  a s  he d id .  We would d i scover  
l a r g e  opera t ions  going on, back a t  d i v i s i o n ,  which we had no 
p lan  f o r ,  no advance information on. The opera t ion  was v i r ­
t u a l l y  underway be fo re  we knew about it back a t  G3 s e c t i o n  
because of t h e  methods used t o  c l e a r  opera t ions .  No com­
mander, br igade  commander, would th ink  of conducting an oper- 
a t i o n  of t h i s  s i z e  o r  any magnitude, c e r t a i n l y  above a company, 
without  c l e a r i n g  it wi th  t h e  commanding genera l  f i r s t .  

10. It wasn ' t  a  ques t ion ,  then ,  of g iv ing  an A0 and say 
now, "This i s  your a r e a  of opera t ion ,  I want you t o  opera te  
i n  the re . "  
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A. By no means 'was it. Of course t h e  reason f o r  t h a t  
was t h e  a i r c r a f t  and t h e  a i r c r a f t  a l l o c a t i o n s .  They cou ldn ' t  
conduct it without  h e l i c o p t e r s ,  and inasmuch as  Civis ion  con­
t r o l l e d  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r s ,  t h e i r  hands were t i e d  a s  f a r  a s  going 
ahead with t h e  opera t ion .  So it j u s t  flowed, t h e  p lan  of oper ­
a t i o n ,  t h e  approval ,  t h e  a l l o c a t i o n ,  t h e  a i r c r a f t ,  and t h e  
opera t ion  i t s e l f .  

MR WEST. Our evidence,  Colonel BALMER, i s  t h a t  t h e r e  was no 
w r i t t e n  p lan ,  no w r i t t e n  OPORD f o r  t h e  Son My opera t ion .  
Under those  circumstances,  how would t h i s  approval have been 
given? 

A. O r a l l y ,  s ir ,  o r a l l y ,  by te lephone most l i k e l y ,  o r  
more probably by a  personal  v i s i t .  The br igade  commander 
would come t o  d i v i s i o n  o r  e i t h e r  General KOSTER persona l ly  o r  
one of t h e  A D C ' s  would be on t h e  sround, a t  t h e  headquarters  
concerned, i n  t h i s  case t h e  11th  Brigade o r  Task Force Barker and 
say,  "Go. We' l l  g e t  you t h e  a i r c r a f t . "  

Q- Perhaps on t h e  b a s i s  of a  b r i e f i n g  o u t l i n i n g  t h e  p lan?  

A. That was t h e  normal t h i n g  t h a t  happened. On any 
given day General  KOSTER would t a k e  o f f  and go t o  br igade  
headquar ters  aiid "Wha.i; are yoii doing now, oii t h i s  opera t ion?  
Okay, how about l e t ' s  go up here  and work t h i s  ou t .  We' l l  
g ive  you t h e  a i r c r a f t . "  I t  would be cranked up on t h e  ground, 
r i g h t  t h e r e .  I would l e a r n  about t h i s  l a t e r  i n  t h e  day maybe 
a t  t h e  evening b r i e f i n g .  

10: Also, wasn ' t  t h e r e  somewhat of a s p e c i a l  r e l a t i o n -  
s h i p  which e x i s t e d  between Task Force Barker and t h e  4th of 
t h e  3d, a s  compared t o  t h e  o t h e r  two b a t t a l i o n s  i n  view of 
t h e i r  c l o s e  proximity t o  d i v i s i o n  headquar ters?  For example, 
even though General KOSTER may be going nor th  o r  wes t ,  be­
cause Task Force Barker and Dot t i e  a r e  s o  c l o s e ,  he can s t o p  
by t h e r e  p r a c t i c a l l y  when t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  took o f f .  We're 
t a l k i n g  about 1 2  o r  15 minutes t o  g e t  t h e r e .  A s  a conseq­
uence, from what I ' v e  heard ,  they  were a l i t t l e  more c l o s e l y  
s c r u t i n i z e d  than  o t h e r  opera t ions .  

A. I c o u l d n ' t  say p o s i t i v e l y  b u t  I would surmise t h e  
same, yes .  
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MR WEST: W e l l ,  it would be your judgment, then ,  t h a t  Gen­
eral  KOSTER had approved t h i s  opera t ion  p r i o r  t o  k ick ing  o f f ?  

A. I would b e t  my l i f e  on it. No ques t ion  i n  m y  
mind. I know of no opera t ion  of any magnitude such as t h i s ,  
c e r t a i n l y  l a r g e r  than  a company opera t ion ,  dur ing  t h e  t i m e  
I w a s  t h e r e  t h a t  General KOSTER d i d n ' t  pe r sona l ly  approve. I 
c a n ' t  recall any t h a t  they  conducted without  General  KOSTER's 
knowledge o r  t a c i t  approval  a t  l e a s t .  

10. With r e s p e c t  t o  t h i s  kind of approval ,  how would 
t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  be brought i n t o  t h e  p i c t u r e ?  For example, 
we  know t h a t  t h e  48th Local Force B a t t a l i o n  g e n e r a l l y  opera ted  
around t h i s  area. W e  a l s o  know t h a t  the  48th B a t t a l i o n  w a s  
racked, more than  a l i t t l e ,  dur ing  T e t .  They had moved t o  
t h e  west t o  r e f u r b i s h ,  r e t r a i n ,  g e t  f i l l e r s ,  g e t  a d d i t i o n a l  
equipment coming i n  from North Vietnam. W e  f i n d  t h a t  t h e r e ' s  
a g r e a t  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  where people th ink  t h e  48th was. W e  
had some people ca r ry ing  it o u t  t o  t h e  w e s t .  We have o t h e r  
people ca r ry ing  it j u s t  sou theas t  from LZ Dot t i e  by about 
6 o r  8 c l i c k s .  Under those  circumstances,  how would 
t h e  o rde r  of b a t t l e  information and o t h e r  information concer ­
n ing t h e  enemy be brought i n  t o  t h e  a n a l y s i s ?  

A. Inasmuch a s  I l i v e d  with t h e  d i v i s i o n  G2, Colonel 
Tommy TREXLER, I w a s  very much aware of h i s  d i f f i c u l t i e s  each 
day i n  g e t t i n g  t h e  b e s t  i n t e l l i g e n c e  t h a t  we could and t h e  
flow of t h a t  i n t e l l i g e n c e .  D e f i n i t e l y ,  a s  i n  a l l  u n i t s ,  and 
it was t h e  case he re ,  t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  flow was from bottom 
t o  top. Colonel TREXLER had a  hard time i n  some cases  g e t t i n g  
a l l  t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  which t h e  subordinate  u n i t s  had, t h e  b r i -  
gades. However he had enough from which t o  make a reasonable 
assessment from a  d i v i s i o n  l e v e l .  The i n t e l l i g e n c e  ga the r ing  
e f f o r t ,  of course,  was very decen t ra l i zed .  Cer ta in  i n t e l l i -  
gence would be a v a i l a b l e  down a t  t h e  company o r  t a s k  fo rce  o r  
br igade l e v e l s  which a t  t h a t  s p e c i f i c  time wasn ' t  a v a i l a b l e  
a t  d i v i s i o n .  There ' s  a time l a g ,  before e i t h e r  t h e  w r i t t e n  
i n t e l l i g e n c e  summary o r  s p o t  r e p o r t  o r  word of mouth o r  com­
mand v i s i t  would b r i n g  it back t o  us. 

Q. Yes, b u t  what I was g e t t i n g  a t  here ,  Task Force 
 
Barker, f o r  example, i f  they b r i e f e d  General KOSTER, they say ,  
  
"We've go t  information t h a t  t h e  b a t t a l i o n ' s *  loca ted  r i g h t  down 
 
here  i n  t h e  a r e a  of My Lai ( 4 )  ." Everybody e l s e  who ' s  i n  t h e  
  
i n t e l l i g e n c e  bus iness  say they a r e n ' t  t h e r e  a t  a l l .  They're 
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way o u t  t o  t h e  west.  MACV was ca r ry ing  them ou t  west. Your 
d i v i s i o n  was ca r ry ing  them ou t  west. Province and 2d ARVN in ­
d i c a t e d  t h a t  l i k e l y  they  had moved from t h e  west and were i n  
t h i s  a r e a  due n o r t h e a s t  about 8 o r  10 k i lometers  of Quang 
Ngai City.  But n o t  o u t  i n  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  a rea .  Now how do you 
g e t  t h a t  information pumped i n t o  you? 

A. How i s  t h a t  information c o r r e l a t e d ?  

Q Yes. 

A. I can only say ,  s i r ,  t h a t  had t o  be a command 
judgment. A s  you' ve a l ready i n d i c a t e d ,  we ' r e  g e t t i n g  r e p o r t s  
from d i s t r i c t s ,  province,  from h igher  and lower,  and t h e  com­
mander on t h e  ground a t  t h e  b r i e f i n g ,  a t  Task Force Barker 
headquar ters  i n  t h i s  case ,  has t o  say ,  "Well, I have i n t e l l i ­
gence which i n d i c a t e s  t h e  48th i s  here .  Province i s  ca r ry ing  
them here.  Divis ion i s  ca r ry ing  them here .  I11 MAF has them 
here ."  The d e c i s i o n ,  of course ,  a s  you we l l  know, i s  made on 
a f e e l i n g  of t h e  b e s t  a v a i l a b l e  i n t e l l i g e n c e ,  and t h e  source 
of t h a t .  I n  o t h e r  words you g e t  where t h i s  information came 
from, "We had an informer,  we g o t  a VC and he s a i d  t h e  48th 
was he re . "  Of course ,  a l l  t h a t  information i s  taken with a 
huge g r a i n  of s a l t  and cross-checked i n  every way we could.  
Divis ion G 2  had a very t r i c k y  t a s k  t r y i n g  t o  provide t h e  d i ­
v i s i o n  con-mander wi th  t h e  b e s t  i n t e l l i g e n c e  be cau l6  a t  t h e  
d i v i s i o n  l e v e l  with t h e  number of d i f f e r e n t  d i r e c t i o n s  in ­
t e l l i g e n c e  was flowing i n  from. I n  each case I would s a y ,  
s ir ,  it was based on h i s  f e e l ,  a t  t h e  headquar ters  he was i n ,  
as t o  t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  t h a t  they  had. General KOSTER would 
b r ing  i n t e l l i g e n c e  which of course t h e  br igade  d i d  n o t  have. 
It would come t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n  from o t h e r  sources .  We had 
information from I11 MAF o r  MACV o r  wherever, i n d i c a t i o n s  
were such and such. Brigade, even though we t r i e d  t o  g e t  t h i s  
information t o  them, would n o t  always have it i n  t ime f o r  a 
CG's v i s i t .  I f  he j u s t  came o u t  of a morning i n t e l l i g e n c e  
b r i e f i n g  a t  h i s  o f f i c e  and g o t  i n  h i s  h e l i c o p t e r  s t r a i g h t  f o r  
br igade ,  he was armed with c e r t a i n  i n t e l l i g e n c e  and would 
c o r r e l a t e  it. 

Q. What t ime of day on t h e  15 th  d i d  you d e p a r t ,  on 
15 ' Apr i l?  

A. My depar tu re  d a t e  from d i v i s i o n  headquarters?  
Early i n  t h e  morning, s i r .  
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Q - On t h e  15 th?  	  

A. I b e l i e v e  it w a s  t h e  15th.  I s igned o u t  on t h e  
1 5 t h  and took o f f  r i g h t  a f t e r  b r e a k f a s t ,  s a i d  goodbye t o  Gen- 
eral  KOSTER. H e  w a s  walking i n  t o  b reakfas t .  I w a s  headed 
t o  pick up my baggage and h i t  t h e  chopper. It  must have been 
about I would guess 0700 i n  t h e  morning, 15 A p r i l  I b e l i e v e ,  
I took a h e l i c o p t e r  t o  Danang, a Huey. 

Q- I wanted t o  show you c e r t a i n  documents. For t h e  
record ,  would you i n d i c a t e  t o  m e  whether o r  n o t  you have seen  
these ,  any o f  t h e s e ,  documents. We have one h e r e  t h a t ' s  en­
t i t l e d  Exhibi t  M-28. Uniquely, i t ' s  da ted  28 March 1968. I t ' s  
a l e t t e r  from t h e  d i s t r i c t  ch ie f  t o  t h e  province c h i e f .  The 
Vietnamese ve r s ion  is on t h e  back., English on t h e  top. 

A. I do n o t  r e c a l l  e v e r  having seen t h i s  document, 
sir. 

Q- I have h e r e  an i n c l o s u r e  t o  another  document which 
1 would l i k e  t o  show you, j u s t  t h e  inc losure .  The Vietnamese, 
again,  is  on two pages of it, on t h e  back, s o  you can look a t  
it i n  t h e  Vietnamese. The English i s  on top. This  i s  a b i t  
of propaganda which t h e  VC had p u t  o u t  which had been i n t e r -  
cepted and t r a n s l a t e d  i n t o  English and a copy provided t o  t h e  
d i v i s i o n  and t o  t h e  11th  Brigade as  we l l .  The f i r s t  page can 
be read f o r  just generz l  content .  The second page I would 
suggest  you look a t  a l i t t l e  more c lose ly .  Inc losure  1 t o  
Exh ib i t  M-36 .  

A. This r i n g s  somewhat of a f a m i l i a r  b e l l .  Whether 
I saw t h i s  s p e c i f i c  document, I cannot p o s i t i v e l y  say.  I be­
l i e v e ,  however, I d i d ,  

Q. Well, I'm t h ink ing  p r imar i ly  of t h e  con ten t s  of 
t h e  second paragraph. This i s  h ighly  p e r t i n e n t .  Can you th ink  
of any circumstances t h a t  you might have conceivably seen t h i s  
under? 

A. -Possibly it was shown t o  me by Colonel TREXLER. 

Q - Well, j u s t  look a t  t h a t  document now. 

A. Documents such a s  t h i s  propaganda document, VC 
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propaganda, I saw from time t o  t ime,  G 5  o r  G2. I may have seen 
t h i s  one. I f  I d i d  and read t h i s ,  with the  information I had 
a t  t h e  t ime,  I would have s a i d ,  "Sheer propaganda." I cer ­
t a i n l y  wouldn't  have s a i d ,  "Well t h i s  i s  a t e r r i b l e  a l lega ­
t i o n  here .  I th ink  we should t ake  some a c t i o n  t o  look i n t o  
t h i s .  I t r u s t  d i v i s i o n  i s  doing something with t h i s .  I f  t h i s  
is  t r u e  it c e r t a i n l y  doesn ' t  t i e  i n  with t h e  information we 
have." I j u s t  read it through as another  propaganda document. 
This one i s  a f a m i l i a r  theme, of course.  T h a t ' s  why I say I 
may have seen it. I have a f e e l i n g  t h a t  t h i s  one I may have, 
i n  f a c t ,  seen. 

9. Would, f o r  example, Colonel ANISTRANSKI provide 
you wi th  copies  o r  c a l l  i t  t o  your  a t t e n t i o n ?  

A. Conceivably, yes ,  sir.  

0. I know t h a t  copies  o f  t h i s  came t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n .  
Whether o r  n o t  t h i s  came t o  d i v i s i o n  p r i o r  t o  your depar tu re ,  
I ' m  n o t  s u r e ,  t o  t e l l  you t h e  t r u t h .  

1 	 	 A. I c a n ' t  say  p o s i t i v e l y .  I have a f e e l i n g  I may 
have seen t h i s .  

Q. A l l  	r i g h t .  

MR MACCRATE: I f  you saw it, co lone l ,  it would be our  i n f o r ­
mation t h a t  you saw it i n  t h e  f i n a l  days t h a t  you were t h e r e  
a t  d i v i s i o n  headquar ters ,  i f  t h i s  i n  any way he lps  you t o  re ­
l a t e  t h e  circumstances.  

A. No, s ir ,  it does not .  Of course a g r e a t  dea l  
of o t h e r  ma t t e r s  were on my mind a t  t h a t  t ime. I t  would be 
j u s t  another  propaganda document which was pu t  out  from time 
t o  time by t h e  VC. We had copies  s e n t  t o  us a t  d i v i s i o n  head­
q u a r t e r s  f o r  whatever value they might be t o  us .  his spec i ­
f i c  one, having read  t h a t  second paragraph, d i d n ' t  r i n g  a b e l l  
then,  and I ' m  s u r e  had I had t h a t  I would have dismissed t h a t  
a s  more propaganda. 

10: I have here  another  document which i s  a l e t t e r  
f r o m t h e  d i s t r i c t  ch ief  t o  t h e  province c h i e f  dated 11 A p r i l  
1968. The Vietnamese vers ion  i s  on t h e  backside,  English 
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I c a l l  your a t t e n t i o n  f i r s t  t o  t h e  Vietnamese ve r s ion  because 
it has somewhat of a s t r a n g e  format t o  it. 

A. I t ' s  n o t  very l e g i b l e .  I d o n ' t  know how t h e y ' r e  
ab le  t o  t r a n s l a t e  t h a t .  No, s i r ,  I ' m  c e r t a i n  I have no t  seen 
t h a t  document. 

Q. Some i n d i v i d u a l s  th ink  they  have seen t h i s  
p a r t i c u l a r  document i n  t h e  headquar ters  of t h e  America1 
Division. We have n o t  pinned it down a s  y e t .  I have one 
o t h e r  document t h a t  I would l i k e  t o  descr ibe  t o  you from t h e  
information which had been given t o  us. That i s  a le t ter  
which i s  repor ted  t o  have been w r i t t e n  by General KOSTER t o  
Colonel HENDERSON. T h i s  l e t t e r  would i n d i c a t e  t h a t  General 
KOSTER had v i s i t e d  Colonel TOAN and t h a t  Colonel TOAN had 
repor ted  t o  him information which had been obta ined  by 
memorandum from t h e  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  c h i e f ,  t o  t h e  e f f e c t  
t h a t  t h e r e  had been some unusual happenings and q u i t e  a l a r g e  
number of c i v i l i a n s  k i l l e d  i n  t h e  Son My a r e a  about t h e  
middle of March. This l e t t e r  a l s o  was repor ted  t o  have 
d i r e c t e d  Colonel HENDERSON t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  it and t o  submit a 
r e p o r t .  Have you ever  seen o r  heard of such a l e t t e r ?  I t  
i s  a l s o  supposed t o  have had a t t ached  t o  it a copy of t h e  
memorandum from t h e  d i s t r i c t  ch ie f  t o  t h e  province c h i e f .  

A. No, s ir .  I have no knowledge of such a l e t t e r  
being w r i t t e n  o r  of  having seen it. 

Q. Did you e v e r  see  a  paper ,  it could have been i n  
r e p o r t  form, it could have been i n  l e t t e r  form, from Colonel 
HENDERSON i n  which he c i t e d  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  he has i n v e s t i g a t e d  
t h e  a l l e g a t i o n  which was made by a  warrant  o f f i c e r ,  p i l o t ?  
The e f f e c t  was t h a t  t h e r e  had been unnecessary k i l l i n g  of 
c i v i l i a n s  i n  t h e  Son My a r e a ,  t h a t  t h e r e  had been a  v i o l e n t  
argument between t h e  a i r  and t h e  ground elements ,  t h a t  he 
had looked i n t o  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n  and checked it wi th  q u i t e  a 
l a r g e  number of people,  bu t  t h a t  he could f i n d  no b a s i s  of 
f a c t  i n  t h e  a l l e g a t i o n ,  and while  it was t r u e  t h a t  20 o r  s o  
c i v i l i a n s  may have been k i l l e d ,  t h e s e  were k i l l e d  as  a  
r e s u l t  of a r t i l l e r y  f i r e ,  gunships,  and g e t t i n g  caught i n  
c r o s s f i r e ?  This  l e t t e r ,  i f  it came i n ,  should have come i n  
towards t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  of March o r  wi th in  t h e  f i r s t  few days 
of Apr i l .  Did you see  such a l e t t e r ?  
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A. I b e l i e v e ,  sir ,  t h a t  a copy of t h a t  letter w a s  
shown t o  m e  when I appeared h e r e  on 19 December. A t  t h a t  
time I answered I had n o t  seen it. I f  I ' m  n o t  mistaken, it 
used t h e  phrase "some 20 c i v i l i a n s  caught i n  t h e  c r o s s f i r e . "  
I recall having read  t h a t .  

Q. T h a t ' s  no problem t o  show you t h a t .  But t h i s  is  
a d i f f e r e n t  document t h a t  I am t a l k i n g  about. I ' m  t a l k i n g  
about t h e  a l l e g a t i o n s  of  a warrant  o f f i c e r  p i l o t  t h a t  had 
been i n v e s t i g a t e d  and it w a s  found t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  no b a s i s  
of f a c t ,  untrue.  Real ly,  t h i s  was j u s t  one of those  t h i n g s  
i n  a b a t t l e  t h a t  t a k e s  place.  

A. NO, sir. I have n o t  seen t h a t .  

Q. I w i l l  show you t h e  document we a r e  r e f e r r i n g  
t o .  	  	This would have a r r i v e d  subsequent t o  your depar ture .  
(The witness  was shown Exh ib i t  R-1) . 

A. I b e l i e v e  t h i s  w a s  -­
Q. ( In te rpos ing)  Look a t  t h e  d a t e  on it and then  
go t o  t h e  next  page and look a t  paragraph 2.  Look a t  t h e  
t o p  of t h e  next  page, Colonel BALMER. You see what t h e y ' r e  
t a l k i n g  about. 

A. I had n o t  seen t h i s .  This  document, I ' m  c e r t a i n ,  
w a s  shown t o  me when I appeared here  previous ly .  

Q .  But I ' m  t a l k i n g  about -­
A. ( In te rpos ing)  No, sir,  t h a t ' s  how I c o r r e l a t e d  
it, 20  -­
Q - ( In te rpos ing)  This paper could have been about 
th ree -quar t e r s  of a page i n  length .  I n  o t h e r  words, i n s t e a d  
of being t h i s  long, it could have been s igned o f f  on t h e  f i r s t  
page 

A. No, S i r .  

Q - Well, l e t  me ask you one more ques t ion  concerning 
t h e  f i l e s .  Where were most of t h e  r e p o r t s  and t h i n g s  of t h i s  
category f i l e d ?  
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A. A l l  of t h e  f i l e s  which we maintained a t  t h e  G3, 
sir, were concerned with opera t ions .  We had a s a f e  i n  our  
p lans  o f f i c e  which was ad jacen t  t o  t h e  TOC. I f  t h e  document 
was c l a s s i f i e d ,  a s  most of t h e s e  were, it was locked i n  t h a t  
s a f e .  Those were o p e r a t i o n a l  r e p o r t s  a s  opposed t o  
i n v e s t i g a t i v e  types  o r  i n t e l l i g e n c e  types  o r  propaganda types .  

9- You kep t  your own G3-type f i l e s ?  

A. Yes, sir, we did.  

Q- Did you a l s o  have a s a f e  over  a t  t h e  TOC where 
you kep t  t h e  t o p  s e c r e t  papers  from t h e  command bu i ld ing?  

A. No, s i r ,  we d i d n ' t  have t o p  s e c r e t  c o n t r o l  t h e r e  
i n  G3 of t h e  command papers.  Our s a f e  was pure ly  t h e  G3 
p lans  and documents which we had t o  have t o  d ischarge  our  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s .  Cer ta in  o p e r a t i o n a l  p lans  of h igher  head- 
q u a r t e r s ,  which were c l a s s i f i e d  of course ,  we kep t  i n  t h e  G3 
s a f e .  But a s  Tar a s  f i l i n g  t o p  s e c r e t  documents from t h e  
command s e c t i o n  i n  our  G3 shop, no, s i r ,  t h a t  w a s  done by G 2 .  

Q. Did they  have a procedure of any kind t o  
  
p e r i o d i c a l l y  go through and c leanse  t h e s e  f i l e s ?  
  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  We had such a volume of papers  coming 
i n  t h e r e  -­

Q- ( In te rpos ing)  What d i d  they  do? Did they r e t i r e  
any of t h e s e  f i l e s  o r  d i d  they j u s t  up and des t roy  them wi th_  
d e s t r u c t i o n  c e r t i f i c a t e s ?  

A. The l a t t e r ,  s ir .  We had a l i t t l e  burning machine 
o u t  back of t h e  TOC. We had a l l  s o r t s  of papers  t h e r e  r e l a t i n g  
t o  Task Force Oregon, f d r  i n s t a n c e ,  which un less  they  had some 
value t o  us  were destroyed.  But g e n e r a l l y  speaking,  c e r t i ' f i ­
c a t e  of d e s t r u c t i o n ,  and burn them. 

.hC;.. 
Q - Well, t h i s  i s  one of t h e  ma t t e r s  we ' re  going t o  
have t o  check i n t o  and make some recommendations on, because 
I know a g r e a t  d e a l  of t h i s  took p lace .  From an h i s t o r i c a l  
p o i n t  of view, from t r y i n g  t o  develop d e t a i l s  of Task Force 
Oregon, it would be almost an impossible  t a s k ,  wi th  t h e  
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except ion of  papers  t h a t  g o t  o u t s i d e  of t h e  headquarters .  The 
reason I ' m  ask ing  t h e s e  ques t ions  is to  see if perhaps you 
would have any c l u e  as t o  what conceivably might have happened 
t o  such papers  as I ' v e  been showing you h e r e  t h i s  morning. W e  
can n e i t h e r  f i n d  such papers  i n  t h e  headquar ters  of  t h e  
America1 Divis ion  nor  can w e  f i n d  a record  of such papers  
having a r r i v e d  t h e r e .  A s  a m a t t e r  of f a c t ,  a l l  we  found w a s  
a d e a r t h  of information.  

A. A l l  I can say ,  sir, because of t h e  p r e s s  of  
on going a c t i o n s  and a c t i v i t i e s ,  and t h e  tremendous flow of 
paper work, t h a t  it was a monumental t a s k .  I n  a l l  cases, w e  
simply weren' t s t a f f e d  t o  p roper ly  process  a l l  incoming papers  
and l o g  them i n  p roper ly  and p roper ly  f i l e  them. 

Q- J u s t  from t h e  p o i n t  of pure l o g i c ,  a l a z y  i n d i -  
v idua l  would have r e t i r e d  them. To be hones t  wi th  you, i t ' s  
a whole l o t  easier t o  r e t i r e  f i les  than  it is  t o  burn them. 

A. We d i d  have a d i v i s i o n  h i s t o r i a n ,  and I made 
c e r t a i n  he g o t  copies  of every a f t e r  a c t i o n  r e p o r t .  But 
t r y i n g  t o  g e t  a f t e r  a c t i o n  r e p o r t s  from u n i t s  which w e r e  busy 
wi th  on going opera t ions- - they 'd  p u t  t h e i r  l e a s t  e f f i c i e n t  
o f f i c e r  i n  a co rne r  and say,  "Write an a f t e r  a c t i o n  r e p o r t  . 
and s t a y  o u t  of our  way, because d i v i s i o n  wants one." Every 
once i n  a whole we'd say ,  "Okay, g e t  those  a f t e r  a c t i o n  r e p o r t s  
in. L e t ' s  g e t  it up. We've got +Q get it up to ~ S A R V . "  It 
w a s  t h e  same s t o r y ,  I ' m  su re .  

Q - Well, now I ' l l  g e t  back again and thank you, 
Colonel BALMER, f o r  coming i n .  But I would ask t h a t  you keep 
th inking  on t h i s .  Based upon what we've asked you and shown 
you here  t h i s  morning, i f  you can th ink  of anything t h a t  f i t s  
i n t o  p lace ,  I ' d  apprec ia te  your g e t t i n g  i n  touch wi th  us  s o  
we can t ake  advantage of it. A t  t h i s  t ime i f  you have any 
ques t ions  you 'd l i k e  t o  ask o r  s ta tements  you'd l i k e  t o  make 
f o r  t h e  record ,  you ' r e  welcome. 

A. Yes, s i r ,  I would. I would l i k e  t o  say I r e g r e t  
t h a t  I am unable t o  provide p r e c i s e  information on t h i s  
p a r t i c u l a r  opera t ion  and t h e  mat ter  being i n v e s t i g a t e d  here .  
Some of my remarks h e r e ,  I t h i n k ,  were made t o  t r y  t o  exp la in  
how it was t h a t  my memory was s o  imprecise ,  notwithstanding 
t h e  l eng th  of t ime which t r a n s p i r e d .  I wish t h a t  I could 
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provide much b e t t e r  information and a s s i s t  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
i n  some more meaningful way. I d o n ' t  f e e l  a t  a l l  good, I 
would l i k e  t o  say ,  s i r ,  about having t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  i n t e r n a l  
r e l a t i o n s h i p s  which e x i s t e d  a t  d i v i s i o n  headquar ters .  I hope 
t h a t  i n  some way t h a t  it perhaps was h e l p f u l ,  my remarks, b u t  
I r e g r e t  having t o  a i r  t h a t .  I t  was a bad atmosphere and t o  
g e t  my own pe r sona l  f e e l i n g s ,  viz-a-viz t h e  commanding general- ­

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  Well, t h i s  i s  important  because,  
t o  a degree,  it can expla in  why t h i n g s  happen o r  why th ings  
may n o t  happen. 

A. I ' v e  t r i e d  t o  f o r g e t  t h a t  pe r iod  of my m i l i t a r y  
s e r v i c e  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  t h a t  I can. That a l s o  accounts when I 
rece ived  your message t o  review a l l  my l e t t e r s  and t a p e s ,  a s  
I had a l r eady  done. I j u s t  d i d  n o t ,  and po in ted ly  d i d  n o t ,  
ca r ry  paper one away from d i v i s i o n  headquar ters ,  n o t  a map, 
n o t  an SOP, n o t  an a f t e r  a c t i o n  r e p o r t ,  no t  a p i c t u r e .  I 
j u s t  moved o u t  minimum. I l e f t  everyth ing  t h e r e .  I had no 
d e s i r e  t o  r e t a i n  any o f f i c i a l  papers  from t h a t  opera t ion .  I 
have maintained throughout my c a r e e r  a foo t locker  which I have 
f o r  every assignment which hopeful ly ,  i n  t h e  f u t u r e ,  would be 
of some value.  I was looking f o r  something which would he lp  
me i n  t h e  f u t u r e .  I c a r e f u l l y  s a i d ,  "What do I want t o  t ake  
sksay?" Ar,d I s a i d ,  "Nothing, except  myself ." Ar_d t h a t ,  I 
t h i n k ,  would exp la in  why a l s o  I have nothing i n  t h e  way t h a t  
I can r e f r e s h  myself on. And I r e g r e t  a l s o ,  a s  I s a i d ,  t h a t  
I could n o t  be more h e l p f u l  t o  you. 

Q Fine ,  thank you. The hea r ing  w i l l  r e c e s s  a t  t h i s  
time. 

(The hea r ing  recessed  a t  1125 hours ,  1 3  
February 1970. ) 
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(The hea r ing  reconvened a t  0925 hours ,  28 February . 

1970.) 

10.: The hea r ing  w i l l  come t o  order .  

RCDR: .The fo l lowing named persons are p resen t :  LTG PEERS, 
MR MACCRATE, MR WALSH, MAJ ZYCHOWSKI, and MAJ LYNN. 

S i r ,  t h e  hea r ing  r e c a l l s  Colonel BALMER. 

(COL BALMER w a s  r e c a l l e d  a s  a wi tness ,  w a s  
remined t h a t  he w a s  s t i l l  under oa th ,  and he t e s t i f i e d  as 
fol lows :) 

I0: Colonel BALMER, w e  want t o  t a l k  wi th  you a l i t t l e  
while  t h i s  morning concerning some of t h e  opera t ions  t h a t  
were under way i n  t h e  America1 Divis ion i n  connection wi th  
t h e  ARVN j u s t  about  t h e  t i m e  you were depar t ing .  You' l l  
r e m e ~ b e rtwo opera t ions  s p e c i f i c a l l y  I th ink .  One w a s  an 
opera t ion  c a l l e d  Burl ington T r a i l  and another  c a l l e d  N o r ­
f o l k  Victory.  W e  want t o  d i scuss  both of them, b u t  I t h i n k  
o u r  primary i n t e r e s t  is  on Burl ington T r a i l .  Can you in ­
d i c a t e  how t h i s  opera t ion  g o t  s t a r t e d ,  t h e  planning behind 
it and t h e  va r ious  f a c t o r s  t h a t  went i n t o  t h e  planning? 

A. I ' l l  c e r t a i n l y  t r y ,  sir. I ' m  going t o  have t o  
reach back a long way t o  r e c a l l .  

Q Take your t ime,  we 're  i n  no p a r t i c u l a r  hurry.  

A. I could t h i n k  about t h a t ;  do you have a map? 

Q Well, I have a map he re  t h a t  has t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  
a r e a  f o r  Burl ington T r a i l  t o  t h e  nor th ;  your base a r e a  121 
i s  the  genera l  a r e a  where Norfolk Victory was loca ted .  I 
can t e l l  you a l i t t l e  b i t  about it. I n  Burlington T r a i l  
t h e  force  t h a t  p a r t i c i p a t e d ,  on t h e  U . S .  s i d e  of course,  
was the  198th Brigade. I t  had t w o  i n f a n t r y  b a t t a l i o n s  min­
u s  t h e  1/6 and t h e  1/46. I t  a l s o  had t h e  1st B a t t a l i o n  of 
t h e  1st Cav, t h e  1/1. I t ake  it t h a t ' s  t h e  whole Cav squad­
ron. The ARVN had a b a t t a l i o n  of t h e  1 / 6  and it a l s o  had a 
company of t h e  3/4. The o t h e r  opera t ion  t o  t h e  south ,  Nor­
f o l k  Victory,  t h e  11 th  Brigade had t h e  1/20 and a l s o  C/4/3.  
The ARVN had two b a t t a l i o n s ,  t h e  2d Ba t t a l ion  of t h e  4 th  
Regiment and 3d B a t t a l i o n  of t h e  5 th  Regiment. 
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A. I do r e c a l l  t h e s e  a s  t h e  l a s t  two opera t ions  which 
I had any p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  a s  f a r  a s  t h e  planning was concerned 
and some of t h e  execut ion of it. I t  s o  happens I named t h e s e  
two opera t ions  from a l i s t  which was provided by I11 MAF. I 
s e l e c t e d  from t h e  l i s t .  Severa l  names went i n t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n  
commander and he f i n a l l y  s e l e c t e d  Norfolk and Burlington. I 
s a i d  it should be two words and I came up wi th  t h e  Victory 
and t h e  T r a i l ,  Colonel TREXLER and myself. I ' l l  t r y  t o  
p iece  t o g e t h e r  what I can remember about t h e  two. 

Q. The opera t ions ,  both of them, s t a r t e d  on t h e  8 th .  

A. 8th  of Apr i l .  

0. Which i s  about a  week p r i o r  t  o  your depar ture .  

A. Yes, sir. My successor ,  B i l l  BAXLEY, was aboard 
a t  t h a t  t ime. I b e l i e v e  he was i n  t h e  CP, y e s ,  he was. I 
was i n  t h e  process  of t u r n i n g  over  a s  much a s  I could t o  
Colonel BAXLEY. So between Colonel BAXLEY and myself and 
Colonel TREXLER, t h e  G 2 ,  and Colonel SAINT, my a s s i s t a n t  G 3  
and Major BENN, Clark BENN, we d i d  some planning under t h e  
genera l  guidance which t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander s e t  f o r t h  f o r  
me .  On Burl ington T r a i l  t h i s  was, a s  I r e c a l l ,  b a s i c a l l y  an 
at tempt  t o  expand our opera t ions  t o  t h e  west.  We had, p r i o r  
t o  t h i s ,  conducted a  number of opera t ions  nor th  and south 
along main highway QL 1. We had a l s o  had a  very extens ive  
opera t ion  which was s t i l l  cont inuing a t  t h i s  t ime,  Operation 
Wheeler Wallawa, our  b i g g e s t  opera t ion .  To open up t h e  road 
i n t o  t h e  s p e c i a l  f o r c e s  camp Tien Phuoc and t o  r e p a i r  s e v e r a l  
br idges  which were knocked ou t  i n  o r d e r  t o  have a  land a r t e r y  
t o  Tien Phuoc, s o  t h a t  we would n o t  have t o  r e l y  completely 
on a e r i a l  resupply.  That was t h e  main reason f o r  the  opera- 
t i o n .  I t  was a l s o  an e f f o r t  t o  b r i n g  t h e  ARVN i n t o  t h e  
America1 Divis ion opera t ions  t o  an i n c r e a s i n g  e x t e n t .  The 
198th a t  t h a t  t ime b a s i c a l l y  had r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  t h e  Chu 
Lai per imeter  and t h e  opera t ion  i t s e l f  was t o  be i n i t i a t e d  
from t h e  northwest corner  of t h e  Chu Lai  per imeter .  I n  t h e  
a r e a  then must have been t h e  1 / 4 6 .  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  who had 
t h a t  northwest  corner  bu t  i n  any case it was t o  be launched 
s imultaneously from t h e  Chu Lai  per imeter  northwest corner  
and from Tam K y .  I t  was a s  a l l  our  o p e r a t i o n s ,  p r imar i ly  

77 . APP T-26 

t FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



A. 
ing 
AR\ 
19 t 
l er 
out 
met 
car 

Q. 
ref 

A. 
a I 
t i 1  
met 
wit 

A. 
we]  
con 
ha1 
t r 1  
I n  
I n  
An( 
an: 
an( 
thc 
ART 
i n (  
thc 
1e1 
thf 
thc 
wa: 

Q 
o f '  
Y0' 

I wh: 
we: 
WO' 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
 


combat a i r  a s s a u l t s  and w e  were t o  p rogress ive ly  push along 
t h e  Tam Ky-Tien Phuoc c o r r i d o r ,  shown, on t h i s  map as ~ o u t e  
533. I ' d  f o r g o t t e n  t h a t  number, i n  f a c t  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  we 
used t h a t  number 533. W e  had s e l e c t e d  a series of o b j e c t i v e s  
which were on t h e  per iphery  o r  wi th in  base area 117. 

an o b j e c t i v e ,  i n  ca lendar  year  of 1968, of 

Q - May I ask a ques t ion  about 117? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 
t 

Q - H a d  you n o t  a l s o  rece ived  as p a r t  of t h e  combined 
campaign p lan ,  
  

n e u t r a l i z i n g  base a r e a  117. 
 


A. Y e s ,  sir,  I do r e c a l l  t h a t .  The o v e r a l l  campaign 
p lan  had a series of  some seven o r  e i g h t  major o b j e c t i v e s  and 
l i s t e d  the  base areas .  BA 117 was on t h a t  l i s t .  To t h e  ex­
t e n t  t h a t  we could,  w e  were t o  proceed i n  our  planning to ­
ward t h e  n e u t r a l i z a t i o n  of t h e s e  and 117 was on t h e  list. 
I d i d n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t  it was a c u t  o f f  on t h e  ca lendar  yea r  
1968 however. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  e x a c t l y  t h e  time frame b u t  I ' m  
s u r e  t h a t  must have been t h e  case.  BA 117 and t h e  o b j e c t i v e s  
along t h e  per iphery  of i t ,  t o  t h e  nor th  and northwest,  and 
t h e  road leading  t o  Tien Phuoc were t h e  p r i n c i p a l  o b j e c t i v e s  
which t h e  America1 Divis ion,  working with t h e  2d ARVN Divi ­
s i o n  elements,  were t o  proceed t o  n e u t r a l i z e .  The opera t ion ,  
t h e  a c t u a l  d a t e  of i t ' s  i n i t i a t i o n ,  I be l i eve  you i n d i c a t e d  
8 April .  

Q We have, from t h e  records ,  8 Apr i l .  

A. Yes, s i r .  I c o u l d n ' t  have r e c a l l e d  t h a t  s p e c i f i c  
d a t e  except  i t ' s  i n  my very f i n a l  days a t .  t he  d i v i s i o n  head­
q u a r t e r s .  The opera t ion  s t a r t e d  with a r t i l l e r y  p repara t ion  
from--they had a f i r e  base ,  we e s t a b l i s h e d  e i t h e r  a three-
gun o r  six-gun f i r e  base i n  t h e  northwest corner  of t h e  Chu 
Lai  per imeter .  The h i l l  number, I ' d  need a .1:50,000 map. 

Q Well, I d o n ' t  t h ink  we need t o  g e t  t h a t  s p e c i f i c ,  
Colonel BALMER. 

. . 
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A. A l l  r i g h t ,  sir.  I n  g e n e r a l ,  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  (po in t ­
' i n g  t o  E x h i b i t  MAP-9) 	 	 w a s  i n i t i a t e d  i n  t h i s  area w i t h  t h e  
ARVN pushing o u t  t o  Tam Ky t o  t h e  west-southwest  and wi th  
198th e lement  pushing o11t g e n e r a l l y  due west, w i t h  US a r t i l ­
l e r y  s u p p o r t i n g  p r i m a r i l y  and US a i r l i f t  of c o u r s e ,  bo th  
o u t  of Tam Ky and o u t  of  our  p o s i t i o n s  i n  t h e  Chu La i  p e r i ­
meter. Opera t ion  o b j e c t i v e s  marked t h e r e  as l ,  2 ,  3. I 
cannot r e c a l l  o u r  e x a c t  d i s p o s i t i o n  of  f o r c e s  on t h o s e .  

Q. Those r e a l l y  a r e  n o t  o b j e c t i v e s .  They are j u s t 
  

r e f e r e n c e s  t o  t h e  memorandum, Colonel  BALMER. 
 


A. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l - - j u s t  a minute ,  perhaps  I can s e l e c t  
a l i t t l e  b i t  more of  t h e  h igh  ground. The ARVN had some a r ­
t i l l e r y  a l s o .  They had t h r e e  1 0 5 ' s  on a h i l l t o p  about  1 0  k i l o ­
meters  sou th  o f  Tam Ky and t h e y  w e r e  f i r e d  i n  c o o r d i n a t i o n  
w i t h  o u r  own America1 Div i s ion  a r t i l l e r y .  

Q =  What d i d  you have,  a composite b a t t e r y  t h e r e ?  You 
 

must have had some 155 o r  8-inch i n  t h e r e  someplace. 
  


A. W e  d i d ,  sir.  I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  r e c a l l  where. The 1 0 5 ' s  
w e r e  on t h e  forward f i r e  b a s e s .  W e  had some 175s and 8-inch 
composite j u s t  o f f  t h e  road n o r t h  o u t  of  Chu La i  and about  
h a l f  way t o  Tam Ky. W e  had heavy b a t t e r y  p o s i t i o n s .  I ' m  
t r y i n g  t o  recall  where w e  had t h e  medium a r t i l l e r y ,  155,  
I n  any case  t h e r e  was some 155 suppor t  t h e r e  from t h e  3/16. 
I n  t h a t  case w e  had t h r e e  guns a t  Tien Phuoc from t h e  3/16. 
And w e  a l s o  had,  I b e l i e v e ,  t h r e e  105s  a t  Tien Phuoc. I n  
any case w e  had a U. S. a r t i l l e r y  b a t t e r y  composi te ,  o f  medium 
and l i g h t ,  a t  Tien Phuoc, I b e l i e v e ,  sir.  T h a t ' s  r i g h t ,  
t hey  w e r e  f i r i n g  from Tien Phuoc back t o  t h e  e a s t .  The 
ARVN from t h e i r  s m a l l  f i r e  base  sou th  of  Tam Ky w e r e  f i r ­
i n g ,  and t h e n  from o u r  l o n g e r  e s t a b l i s h e d  f i r e  bases  i n  
t h e  Chu La i  p e r i m e t e r  w i th  heavy a r t i l l e r y  and l i g h t  a r t i l ­
l e r y  w e  a l s o  f i r e d  i n  suppor t .  I n  g e n e r a l ,  i f  we  went a f t e r  
t h e  high ground a d j a c e n t  t o  t h e  road we had t o  push down 
t h e  road ,  w e  had--I'm t r y i n g  t o  r e c a l l  how t h e  boundary 
w a s  drawn t h e r e .  

Q 	 W e l l ,  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  w e  have t o  g e t  i n t o  t h e  d e t a i l s  
of t h e  o p e r a t i o n .  I do know t h a t  a long  about  t h e  1 3 t h  t h a t  
you had q u i t e  a heavy mor ta r  a t t a c k  a g a i n s t  t h e  U.S. element 
which ended up w i t h  q u i t e  a few wounded. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h e r e  
were any k i l l e d  b u t  you had--I f o r g e t  t h e  number t h a t  were 
wounded. Seventeen.  
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A. I do recall t h a t .  I do recall t h a t  w e  took some 
c a s u a l t i e s  t h e r e .  I d i d n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e  some 1 7  
U.S. wounded. 

Q - - Y e s ,  17 wounded, t h a t ' s  r i g h t ;  25 minute mortar  
a t t a c k .  

A. This  w a s  one of our ,  during t h e  s h o r t  pe r iod  I w a s  
t h e r e ,  major e f f o r t s  t o  have a combined opera t ion  wi th  t h e  
ARVN. The planning which preceded t h e  opera t ion  wi th  t h e  
2d ARVN Division and wi th  t h e  Tam Ky Province o f f i c i a l s  w a s  
i n  cons iderable  d e t a i l .  A s  I r e c a l l ,  t h e  performance of t h e  
ARVN w a s  very,  very f i n e ,  very encouraging throughout.  I 
d o n ' t  recall any major a c t i o n  i n  which e i t h e r  t h e  ARVN f a i l e d  
t o  perform w e l l  o r  t h e  U.S.  f a i l e d  t o  perform w e l l  o r  t h e r e  
w a s  any d i f f i c u l t y  i n  t h e  coordina t ion  o r  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  
any c i v i l i a n s  involved. 

Q What was your primary enemy? Was t h i s  p a r t  of t h e  
2d NVA Divis ion t h a t  had moved through from t h e  west? 

A. I t  was, sir. I n  t h e  Wheeler Wallawa a r e a  and also 
t h e  Burl ington T r a i l  area, t h e  p r i n c i p a l  enemy was always 
t h e  2d NVA Division.  I t ' s  composition was cons tan t ly  chang­
ing.  VC were mixed i n  t h e r e ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  c l o s e r  i n t o  Tam 
Ky and along t h e  c o a s t ,  b u t  p r imar i ly  t h e  2d NVA Division. 
We were c o n t i n u a l l y  r ece iv ing  r e p o r t s  and keeping under 
observat ion  all t h e  main zvenuee cf asproach lezding  i n t o  
t h e  base a r e a  117 which i s  a very i l l - d e f i n e d  base area .  

Q Who was comanding t h e  1 98th , a t  t h e  time? 

A. Colonel-­

Q . ( In te rpos ing)  W e l l ,  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  i t ' s  r e a l l y  
important bu t  I would v i s u a l i z e  t h a t  he probably d i d  most 
of t h e  planning i n  conjunct ion with t h e  regimental  com­
mander of t h e  6 th?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 
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0- And General KOSTER and perhaps yourse l f  and o t h e r s  
were working wi th  Colonel TOAN a t  2d ARVN Divis ion headquarters  
with r e s p e c t  t o  t h i s  opera t ion  and wi th  r e s p e c t  t o  Norfolk 
Victory which was i n i t i a t e d  on t h e  same day t o  t h e  south 
wi th  t h e  l l t h  Brigade? 

A. T h a t ' s  r i g h t ,  sir. From t h e  s t andpo in t  of t h e  
d i v i s i o n  headquar ters ,  j u s t  t h e  very e a r l y  planning.  That 
is ;  t h e  g e n e r a l  d e l i n e a t i o n  of t h e  a r e a  of opera t ion  f o r  
both  t h e s e  two opera t ions ,  t h e  broad coordina t ion  with t h e  
ARVN, t h e  c l e a r i n g  of t h e  a r e a  which we were going t o  use,  
w a s  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  planning t h a t  went on a t  d i v i s i o n  l e v e l .  
The 198th  was involved up he re  with t h e  ARVN and t h e  l l t h  
Brigade involved down i n  Norfolk Victory working ou t  of 
Quang Ngai. So it was Quang Ngai C i ty  opera t ion  here  and 
t h e  Tam Ky Province and c i t y  opera t ion  t o  t h e  nor th .  

Q *  What were t h e  regiments of t h e  2d ARVN? The 4 th ,  
t h e  Sth,  t h e  6 t h ,  and what was t h e  o t h e r  one? They must 
have had a f o u r t h  regiment. 

A. I t h i n k  they  only  had t h r e e  a t  t h a t  t ime,  sir.. 

Q Is t h a t  r i g h t ?  
I 

I ,
A. Y e s ,  s ir .  I b e l i e v e  there were only  t h r e e .  I ' m  
t r y i n g  t o  r e c a l l  t h e  movements of b a t t a l i o n s  bsck and f o r t h  
i f  I can remember them a l l ,  i f  I can r e c o n s t r u c t  a l i t t l e  
b i t ,  sir. We had, I r e c a l l ,  between n ine  and t e n  b a t t a l i o n s .  
They were r o t a t e d  i n  and o u t  of a t r a i n i n g  ca tegory .  A t  
a l l  t imes we e i t h e r  had one o r  two b a t t a l i o n s  which went t o  
a t r a i n i n g  a r e a  i n  t h e  DaNang a r e a ,  l eav ing  i n  genera l  
e i t h e r  e i g h t  o r  n ine  b a t t a l i o n s  which were maneuvered be­
tween Quang Ngai and Tam Ky among t h e  4 th ,  5 t h ,  and 6th r e g i ­
ments. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  another  regiment,  sir.  

Q. W e l l ,  a c t u a l l y  most of them d i d  have t h r e e .  There 
were occas ionaly  some of them t h a t  had four .  Did each of 
t h e s e  regiments  have four  b a t t a l i o n s ?  

A. No, sir ,  they  d i d  no t .  A s  I r e c a l l  they  were 
s h o r t ,  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e i r  s t r e n g t h ,  sir,  b u t  they  were 
n o t  a f o u r - b a t t a l i o n ,  f u l l  ARVN TO&E o rgan iza t ion .  A l l  I 
remember a t  any one t ime i s  e i t h e r  9 o r  10 b a t t a l i o n s ,  and 
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again they  w e r e  r o t a t i n g  1 or more b a t t a l i o n s ,  1 o r  2 b a t t a -  
l i o n s  o u t  of  t h e  t r a i n i n g  area i n  t h e  Danang area. B u t  
c e r t a i n l y  t h e r e  weren ' t  16 b a t t a l i o n s .  I d o n ' t  recall a 
f o u r t h  numbered regiment. 

Q. W e l l ,  can you j u s t  d i s c u s s  very b r i e f l y  f o r  u s  
your p a r t i c i p a t i o n ,  a t  least,  and what you know of  t h e  l l t h  
Brigade 's  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  Norfolk Victory? I ' m  th ink ing  
p r imar i ly  of  t h e  planning phase, Colonel BALMER. 

A. Y e s ,  sir. Other than  d e t a i l s  where a l l  f i r e  bases  
w e r e  and how w e  drew t h e  boundary--well, I ' v e  a l r e a d y  out- 
l i n e d  t h e  broad concept,  of course ,  which flowed from d i v i -  
s ion;  t h e  de terminat ion ,  i n  consonance wi th  t h e  campaign 
p lan  and our  o v e r a l l  d i v i s i o n  o b j e c t i v e ,  t o  open up t h e  road  
t o  t h e  w e s t  and go i n t o  base areas 117 and 121. It would 
be a coordina ted ,  two-prong a t t a c k  wi th  t h e  l l t h  conduct- 
i n g  t h e  Norfolk Victory and, of course ,  198th t h e  ~ u r l i n g t o n  
T r a i l .  The de terminat ion  of t h e  f o r c e s  which would p a r t i -  
c i p a t e ,  i n  g e n e r a l  terms, w a s  made a t  d i v i s i o n .  The boun- 
dary l i n e s  w e r e  drawn a t  d i v i s i o n .  The broad concept ,  t h a t  
it would be a US-ARVN opera t ion ,  t h a t  t h e  broad concept f o r  
a r t i l l e r y  suppor t  and h e l i c o p t e r  suppor t ,  was set  f o r t h  a t  
d i v i s i o n .  A s  I r e c a l l  i n  t h e  case  of Norfolk Vic tory ,  it 
w a s  a two-prong a t t a c k  both  from t h e  n o r t h  and t h e  south  
with t h e  bulk of  t h e  f o r c e s  n o r t h  of base a r e a  1 2 1  i n  N o r ­
f o l k  Victory from 2d ARVN Divis ion ,  i f  n o t  a l l .  With t h e  
l l t h  Brigade coming up from t h e  southeas t .  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  
i s  c o r r e c t .  I r e c a l l  t h e  f i r e  bases  which w e r e  e s t a b l i s h e d  
as we l i f t e d  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  i n t o  t h e  b e s t  p o s i t i o n  t o  sup­
p o r t  t h i s  opera t ion .  I r e c a l l  t h a t  t h e  ARVN a c t u a l l y  s t aged  
from t h e  a i r f i e l d  j u s t  t o  t h e  west of Quang Ngai Ci ty .  I 
r e c a l l  t h a t  t h e  opera t ion  i n  genera l  y ie lded  very n e g l i g i b l e  
r e s u l t s .  The enemy j u s t  wasn ' t  t h e r e .  W e  had been i n  t h a t  
a r e a  previous ly  and had some c o n t a c t ,  enough t o  l e a d  us t o  
be l i eve  t h a t  t h e r e  could w e l l  be some s i z e a b l e  enemy f o r c e s  
i n  t h e r e  o r  t h a t  they  had d r i f t e d  back i n  t h e r e .  We had re­
ceived many r e p o r t s  t o  t h a t  e f f e c t .  But dur ing  t h a t  f i n a l .  
week I w a s  t h e r e  and t h e  Norfolk Victory opera t ions  a d ry  
we l l  i n  genera l ,  I was i n t e r e s t e d  to--when I r e tu rned  t o  t h e  
United S t a t e s  on my extens ion  l eave  t o  h e a r  on t h e  r a d i o  re­
fe rences ,  s e v e r a l  t imes ,  t o  Norfolk Victory and t o  Burl ington 
T r a i l .  I was s u r p r i s e d  they  were s t i l l  a c t u a l l y  i n  progress .  
I thought they  would be s h o r t  dura t ion  opera t ions  j u s t  t o  
open up those roads ,  t o  work wi th  t h e  ARVN and then  t o  p u l l  
back. 
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I t  t u r n e d  o u t  Bur l ing ton  T r a i l  went on f o r  a number of months, 
I t h i n k  some 6 o r  8 months. Another reason  f o r  Bur l ing ton  
b rail was Wheeler Wallawa had g o t t e n  s o  l a r g e  and s o  unman­
ageab le  t h a t  w e  f e l t  t h a t  a s e p a r a t e  o p e r a t i o n ,  a s e p a r a t e  
named o p e r a t i o n ,  would be a t i d e r  way t o  r e p o r t  it and handle  
it t o  work w i t h  t h e  ARVN throughout  t h e  e n t i r e  o p e r a t i o n ,  
t o  g i v e  them a p r e c i s e  a r e a  o f  o p e r a t i o n  i n  which they  could  
work s i d e  by s i d e  w i th  t h e  American f o r c e s .  And, of  cou r se ,  
t o  f u r t h e r  i n  a meaningful  way t h e  mi s s ions  which were handed 
down t o  t h e  America1 Div i s ion  from I11 MAF headqua r t e r s  and 
h i g h e r  i n  t h e  combined campaign p l an .  

Q. L e t  m e  ask you about  General  KOSTER dur ing  t h i s  
pe r iod .  A t  t h a t  t i m e  you had Wheeler Wallawa, you j u s t  i n ­
i t i a t e d  Bur l ing ton  T r a i l  and you a l s o  i n i t i a t e d  Norfolk Vic­
t o r y .  Which a r e a  was he focus ing  on a t  t h e  t ime? What p a r t  
d i d  General  YOUNG p l a y  i n  a l l  of  t h i s ?  

A. I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  I could  s a y  t h a t  General  KOSTER 
concen t r a t ed  on e i t h e r  a r e a  more t h a n  t h e  o t h e r .  H e ,  i n  
g e n e r a l ,  covered t h e  e n t i r e  d i v i s i o n  a r e a  of  o p e r a t i o n  of  
course .  I n  terns of  where most of t h e  a c t i o n  w a s ,  Wheeler 
Wallawa and t h e  Bur l ing ton  T r a i l  a r e a  and t h e  Que Son Val ley  
a r e a  and t h e  a r e a  around Tam Ky w e r e  always much more a c t i v e  
t h a n  t h e  o t h e r  a r e a .  So i n  terms of h i s  a t t e n t i o n  more i n  
t h e  Bur l ing ton  T r a i l ,  Wheeler W a l l a w a  area, heHc?~~~ever ,
made f r e q u e n t  v i s i t s  t o  t h e  Quang Ngai a r e a  and,  of  cou r se ,  
t o  t h e  Duc Pho, 1 1 t h  Brigade,  a r e a .  General  YOUNG'S r o l e  
a t  t h i s  t ime had been s h i f t e d  a b i t .  Whereas e a r l i e r  he 
w a s  p r i m a r i l y  f o r  s u p p o r t ,  he w a s  g e t t i n g  more and more 
i n t o  o p e r a t i o n s .  

Q W e l l ,  t h a t ' s  r i g h t .  With t h e  d e p a r t u r e  of  General  
RYDER he  moved i n t o  t h e  maneuver ADC s p o t  s o  t o  speak.  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  Even though t h e  l i n e  was a l i t t l e  b i t  
fuzzy i n  c a s e s .  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t  General  YOUNG concent ­
r a t e d  on e i t h e r  Norfolk V ic to ry  o r  Bur l ing ton  T r a i l  more 
than  t h e  o t h e r .  I t  was worked o u t  p r i m a r i l y ,  of cou r se ,  
a t  b r i g a d e  l e v e l  b u t  w i th  c o n s t a n t  and d a i l y  d i v i s i o n  cog­
n i zance  and moni tor ing  of  t h e  o p e r a t i o n .  
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Q - What about Colonel HENDERSON'S personal  p a r t i c i ­
p a t i o n  i n  t h i s  now? You remember a t  t h a t  t ime,  he was pro ­
bably j u s t  coming o u t  of  a  cast. H e  had been wounded on 
t h e  21s t  and t h e  s e v e r i t y  of t h e  wound d i d n ' t  r e a l l y  become 
known u n t i l  t h e  23d. A t  t h a t  t i m e  t h e  f o o t  was p u t  i n  a cast 
and remained i n  a c a s t  f o r  approximately 2 weeks. Of course,  
you were a t  d i v i s i o n  headquar ters  b u t  you undoubtedly know 
about h i s  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  and s o  on. C& you comment on t h a t ?  

A. I ' m  a f r a i d  I c a n ' t  meaningfully,  sir. I d o n ' t  re­
cal l  Colonel HENDERSON being a t  d i v i s i o n  headquar ters  speci ­
f i c a l l y  t o  p lan  Norfolk Victory.  I d i d  n o t  pe r sona l ly  v i s i t  
t h e  l l t h  Brigade CP during t h a t  f i n a l  week. So a c t u a l l y  
p a r t i c i p a t i n g  pe r sona l ly  wi th  Colonel HENDERSON o r  having 
any d i r e c t  con tac t  with him on t h i s  opera t ion ,  I d i d  not .  
M y  main concern was t o  g e t  o u t  t h e  d i v i s i o n  opera t ion  o rde r  
and t o  g ive  such support  a s  t h e  two brigades needed and 
such coordina t ion  wi th  t h e  ARVN and t h e  provinces as w e  
could render  from d i v i s i o n  l e v e l .  A s  f a r  a s  Colonel HENDER­
SON coming i n t o  t h e  TOC a t  d i v i s i o n  o r  i n t o  our  p lans  shop 
chere and a c t u a l i y  s i t t i n g  down and working with us  on t h a t ,  
it d i d  n o t  develop t h a t  way. It  was done a t  br igade and it 
w a s  done by e i t h e r  t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander o r  General YOUNG 
o r  both being p r e s e n t  a t  t h e  br igade  and working it o u t ,  s i t ­
t i n g  down wi th  maps and s a i d  l e t ' s  go a t  it t h i s  way. 

Q From an o p e r a t i o n a l  p o i n t  of view, wi th  t h r e e  major 
opera t ions  under way, was Generzl ROSTER =ore o r  less b u s i e r  
during t h a t  per iod  than  he was dur ing  o t h e r  per iods?  

A. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  I could make a d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n  t h e r e .  
He was always extremely busy, 7 days a week, f u l l y  committed. 
I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t  t h i s  peaked a t  a l l  with t h i s .  These 
opera t ions  d i d  n o t  m a t e r i a l l y  inc rease  our problems a t  d i v i ­
s ion .  A s  f a r  a s  we ' re  concerned, t h e  198th,  l l t h  Brigade 
were involved i n  two new-named opera t ions  with t h e  ARVN and 
t h e  work load ,  a s  f a r  a s  we were concerned was j u s t  about t h e  
same because of t h e  l e s sen ing  of t h e  Wheeler Wallawa opera ­
t i o n s  s h i f t e d  a t t e n t i o n  t o  our  two new-named opera t ions .  W e  
had no t  named any opera t ions  before .  

Q And a t  t h a t  time you were working j u s t  with t h r e e  
br igades? Is t h a t  r i g h t ?  

A.  I b e l i e v e  s o ,  yes ,  sir. 

Q The l l t h ,  t h e  196th,  and t h e  198th? 

(BALMER) APP T-26 
 


FOR O F F I C I A L  USE ONLY 
 




FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
 


A. T h a t ' s  r i g h t ,  s ir .  By t h a t  t ime,  t h e  Cav had 
moved on and we had l o s t  t h e  3/82. J u s t  t h r e e ,  s i r ,  a t  
t h e  t ime I departed.  We had f i v e ,  a t  one p o i n t  we had s i x  
f o r  a s h o r t  pe r iod  of t ime t h e r e .  But only t h r e e  br igades .  

Q Now what about t h e  planning with r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  
2d ARVN Divis ion? Where was t h i s  done? 

A. I t  was done a t  t h e  d i v i s i o n  headquar ters  a t  Quang 
Ngai . 
Q. ,Did you accompany General KOSTER on t h a t ?  

A. I d i d  n o t ,  sir.  A s  I s t a t e d  p rev ious ly ,  I never 
on a s i n g l e  occasion accompanied General KOSTER anyplace. 

Q. Yes. A t  any t i m e ,  and I ' m  t h i n k i n g  about j u s t  per ­
haps t h e  day of your depar tu re  o r  along i n  t h a t  t ime,  d i d  
General KOSTER e v e r  come back and t e l l  you about a planning 
meeting with--not n e c e s s a r i l y  a p lanning  meeting bu t  an oper ­
a t i o n a l  meeting wi th  Colonel TOAN i n  h i s  headquar ters ,  along 
with Colonel HUTTER. He perhaps mentioned t o  you t h a t  General 
TOAN had c a l l e d  t o  h i s  a t t e n t i o n  a l e t t e r  from t h e  Son Tinh 
D i s t r i c t  c h i e f  t o  t h e  province ch ie f  a l l e g i n g  t h a t  t h e  Amer­
i cans  had k i l l e d  up t o  about 500 c i v i l i a n s  i n  t h e  Son My a rea?  

A. N o ,  s ir ,  I c e r t a i n l y  do n o t  r e c a l l  any conversa t ion  
with o r i n f o r m a t i o n  from General KOSTER t o  t h a t  e f f e c t  what­
soever.  I d i d  r ece ive  t h e  f a l l o u t ,  c e r t a i n l y ,  of h i s  v i s i t  
t o  t h e  Quang Ngai Province headquar ters  and 2d ARVN Divis ion 
headquar ters  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  t h a t  I needed t o  know a t  t h e  TOC 
and t h e  G3 o f f i c e .  But c e r t a i n l y ,  any re fe rence  t o  some 500 
c a s u a l t i e s  i n f l i c t e d  on t h e  populace- ­

Q = ( In te rpos ing)  Was t h e r e  any mention about VC 
propaganda? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. During t h i s  pe r iod  t h e  VC propaganda 
down i n  t h i s  a r e a  was always i n t e n s e .  

Q- W e l l ,  I ' m  t a l k i n g  about VC propaganda which may 
have focused on Son My o r  Son Tinh i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  a l a r g e  
number of c i v i l i a n s  had been k i l l e d  by American fo rces?  
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A. S i r ,  I cannot ,  a s  I s t a t e d  previous ly ,  s p e c i f i c a l l y  
remember t h a t .  One of t h e  e x h i b i t s  you showed m e  t h e  l a s t  
t i m e ,  as I s t a t e d  p rev ious ly ,  d i d  r i n g  a f a i n t  b e l l ,  i n  t h a t  
t h i s  w a s  t h e  type  t h i n g  which t h e  VC p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h i s  
a r e a ,  w e r e  harp ing  on. It was t h e  type of t h i n g  I would read 
and set a s i d e  as t h e i r  normal run-of-the-mill propaganda 
t h a t  they  g r i n d  out .  

Q. W e l l ,  of  course ,  what I ' v e  showed you, Colonel 
BALMER, a c t u a l l y  was a t r a n s c r i p t  of a VC broadcas t  which, 
although I d o n ' t  know t h e  source of it, i n  a l l  p r o b a b i l i t y  
came o u t  of t h a t  powerful s t a t i o n  which they  had i n  Hanoi 
which f a i r l y  w e l l  b lanketed  p r a c t i c a l l y  a l l  of South V i e t ­
nam and p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  nor the rn  p a r t .  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q- Now I ' d  l i k e  t o  go on f o r  j u s t  a moment. Was t h i s  
t h e  f i r s t  r e a l  a t tempt ,  you might say,  t o  g e t  combined o r  
j o i n t  ope ra t ions  wi th  ARVN? 

A. No, sir. C e r t a i n l y  on a s c a l e  such a s  t h e s e  t w o  
ope ra t ions  a c t u a l l y  inc luded,  t h i s  was t h e  l a r g e s t  up t o  
t h a t  time. We had worked with t h e  ARVN f o r c e s  on a s m a l l e r  
s c a l e ,  n o t  on a s e p a r a t e l y  named opera t ion .  I ' d  have to  
t h i n k  h e r e  a b i t  f o r  s p e c i f i c  examples of other-- 

Q- Well, I'm sure yon had some before, b u t  about  t h i s  
t i m e ,  along about t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  of March o r  t h e  f i r s t  of  
Apr i l  when t h e  combined campaign p lan  came o u t  f o r  example, 
was t h e r e  a more o r  l e s s  d e l i b e r a t e  at tempt  on t h e  p a r t  of 
t h e  U.S. and on t h e  p a r t  of t h e  ARVN, f o r  t h a t  m a t t e r ,  t o  con- 
duc t  more combined opera t ions  and g e t  t h e  ARVN o u t  i n t o  t h e  
h in te r l and?  

A. C lea r ly ,  d e f i n i t e l y .  T h i s  was t h e  new approach, 
t h e  new emphasis; work with t h e  ARVN, proceed with your 
combined opera t ions  t o  t h e  maximum e x t e n t  p o s s i b l e  based 
on t h e i r  s t a t e  of t r a i n i n g  and t h e i r  c a p a b i l i t i e s .  Planned 
opera t ions  included.  The r a t i o n a l e  underlying t h e s e  two 
op.erat ions,  d e f i n i t e l y ,  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  t h a t  we can work with 
t h e  2d ARVN Divis ion ,  l e t ' s  g e t  them o u t  t h e r e .  I t  w a s  a '  
c l e a r  s h i f t  i n  emphasis dur ing  t h e  time frame a f t e r  Tet .  
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Q. 
t h e  1st of 

The 2d ARVN Divis ion s e n i o r  advisor  up u n t i l  about 
A p r i l  had been Colonel ULSAKER. 

A. Yes, s ir .  

H e  departed about t h a t  t i m e .  H i s  replacement a r ­ 

r i v e d  a few days ahead of t ime,  a  co lone l  by t h e  name of 
  
HUTTER. Had you met him? 
 I 
 Q 

A. I had not .  I d i d  n o t  meet him. I knew he was 
coming i n  bu t  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  meeting him. A f t e r  he came 
through d i v i s i o n  and he was p r e s e n t  t h e r e ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  
s p e c i f i c a l l y  being introduced t o  him. I 

, Q- I see .  Now i n  t h i s  whole pe r iod  was Colonel PARSON 
i n  any way involved developing t h i s  improved coordina t ion  and 
cooperat ion wi th  ARVN? I 
A. C e r t a i n l y  n o t ,  s i r ,  from a t a c t i c a l  s tandpoin t .  
From a conceptual  s t andpo in t ,  t h a t  i s ,  how we can b e t t e r  sup­

' p o r t  them, work c l o s e l y  with t h e i r  a r t i l l e r y  and amalgamate 
I 	 	 t o  t h e  e x t e n t  t h a t  we can a l l  our  f i r e  planning and g ive  

them such h e l i c o p t e r  suppor t  a s  w e  can. When they need 
a i r  suppor t  make s u r e  t h a t  t h e  a i r  suppor t  i s  a l s o  forthcom­
ing .  He was i n  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  t h a t ,  being t h e  ch ie f  of s t a f f  
of t h e  d i v i s i o n ,  he was aware of a l l  t h i s .  But from an a c t u a l  
t a c t i c a l  planning s t andpo in t ,  no, s ir .  

Q. Well, I ' m  t h ink ing  of t h i s ,  Colonel BALMER. You 
have a s h i f t  i n  emphasis i n  t h e  sense you g o t  a d i f f e r e n t  
o r i e n t a t i o n  which i s  provided i n  t h e  combined campaign p lan .  
A t  t h e  same time o r  almost concurrent  with t h a t ,  t h e r e  i s  a 
new s e n i o r  d i v i s i o n  adv i so r  and t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of PARSON 
being involved i n  one way o r  another  i n  i n s u r i n g  t h i s  new 
adv i so r  i s  brought f u l l y  i n t o  t h e  p i c t u r e  and can p lay  h i s  
f u l l  p a r t  i n  a f f e c t i n g  t h i s  c l o s e r  cooperat ion and coordin ­
a t i o n  wi th  t h e  ARVN. 

A. Colonel PARSON j u s t  d i d n ' t  have t h a t  r o l e ,  s ir .  
He was c a s t  i n  a r o l e  s i m i l a r  t o  my own. Our concern was 
p r i m a r i l y  and s t r i c t l y  wi th  ma t t e r s  a f f e c t i n g  t h e  d i v i s i o n  
a t  d i v i s i o n  headquar ters .  H e  d i d  n o t  accompany General 
KOSTER e i t h e r  except  very,  very i n f r e q u e n t l y .  He simply 
was n o t  i n  on t h e  planning,  c e r t a i n l y  anything t a c t i c a l  
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whatsoever, o t h e r  than  fol lowing t h e  new s h i f t  i n  emphasis, 
yes ,  w e ' r e  going t o  work wi th  t h e  A M ,  yes ,  w e ' r e  going t o  
suppor t  them, yes ,  w e ' r e  going t o  conduct new o p e r a t i o n s ,  
beyond t h a t ,  no. Colonel PARSON simply w a s  n o t  a c h i e f  of  
s t a f f  who worked wi th  tactical  opera t ions .  H e  j u s t  w a s  n o t  
used i n  t h a t  capaci ty .  

MR MACCRATE: With r e s p e c t  t o  General KOSTER1s v i s i t s  t o  
Colonel TOAN and h i s  f i l l i n g  you i n  on those  a s p e c t s  o f  
t h e i r  conversa t ion  as r e l e v a n t  t o  your  forward p lanning ,  
do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of r e p o r t s  coming i n  t o  you 
from General KOSTER a t  t h e  c l o s i n g  days of your t i m e - t h e r e  
wi th  r e s p e c t  t o  Norfolk Victory and t h e  f a c t  t h a t  it had ' 

been, a s  you d e s c r i b e  it, " a  d ry  w e l l " ,  and what might be 
done i n  view of  t h a t ?  Any re fe rence  t o  this t o p i c ?  

A. N o ,  sir. General  KOSTER d i d  n o t  have conversa t ions  
wi th  m e  which gave m e  feedback from h i s  v i s i t s  t o  t h e  f i e l d  
and c e r t a i n l y  t a l k i n g  t o  t h e  s e n i o r  ARVN o f f i c i a l s  or e v e r  
t h e  br igade  commanders. When he re tu rned  t o  t h e  command 
p o s t  d a i l y  I d i d  n o t  see him except  a t  t h e  evening b r i e f i n g .  
I j u s t  w a s  n o t  given a b r i e f i n g  or  a d e b r i e f i n g  of  h i s  days 
a c t i v i t i e s .  W e  j u s t  d i d n ' t  have t h a t  k ind  of r e l a t i o n s h i p .  

Q- W e l l ,  i n  your d i s c u s s i o n s  a t  t h a t  t i m e  a t  d i v i s i o n  
w e r e  you cons ider ing  t h e  t e rmina t ion  of Norfolk Victory be­
f o r e  you l e f t ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  s o ,  sir. There had j u s t  been no con­
t a c t  beyond s n i p e r  f i r e .  There w a s  no meaningful con tac t  
o r  any enemy uncovered i n  base a r e a  1 2 1 .  They had probed 
i n  it r a t h e r  deeply,  a s  I r e c a l l ,  before  I l e f t  headquar ters .  
I t  was, a s  I r e c a l l ,  reasonably ev iden t  t o  me t h a t  t h e  oper ­
a t i o n  c e r t a i n l y  was n o t  going t o  l a s t  very long. But as 
f a r  a s  t h e  s p e c i f i c  te rminat ion  d a t e  of it befo re  my depar ­
t u r e ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  anythink l i k e  t h a t ,  sir .  

Q Had any ques t ions  been r a i s e d  of p o s s i b l e  redeploy-,  
ment of t h e  u n i t s  which were engaged i n  Norfolk Victory? 

A.  Not t h a t  I can s p e c i f i c a l l y  r e c a l l ,  s i r ,  b u t  . I ' m  
s u r e  t h i s  must have come up because once it was r e a l i z e d  
t h a t  t h e  enemy simply was n o t  t h e r e ,  we ' re  n o t  going t o  f i n d  
him a t  l e a s t ,  we ' re  going t o  have t o  s h i f t  t h e  f o r c e s  and 
r e d i r e c t  t h e  planning.  I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  remember what was t h e  
next  plan we had. We had o t h e r s  planned beyond t h a t .  
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Q. Y e s ,  you are. 

A. I ' m  n o t  smil ing.  

Q. Y e s .  This  w a s  provided us by General  KOSTER, so 
we'd l i k e  t o  have t h i s  e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  record  as an e x h i b i t .  

RCDR: S i r ,  t h i s  photograph w i l l  be e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  
record  and marked as F x h i b i t  P-233. 

(A 26 February 1970 memorandum from MG KOSTER 
to  LTG PEERS which accompanied t h e  photograph, ~ x h i b i tP-233, 
w a s  rece ived  i n t o  evidence and marked as Exh ib i t  M-129.) 

I0: Y e s ,  I b e l i e v e  t h e  f i f t h  i n d i v i d u a l  i n  t h e  back 
r o w  from t h e  l z f t  i s  t h e n  Lieutenant  Colonel Jesmond D. BALMER. 

A. Y e s ,  sir,  r i g h t  behind t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander, 
f lanked by t h e  G2 and t h e  64 .  

Q. D o  you know t h e  d a t e  t h a t  t h i s  p i c t u r e  was taken? 
You w i l l  n o t i c e  that- ­

A. ( In te rpos ing)  Colonel HENDERSON'S g o t  h i s  f o o t  
i n  a cast. 

Q. Colonel HENDERSON i s  t h e r e  and has h i s  f o o t  i n  
a c a s t .  

A. L e t ' s  see, I can f i x  it p r e t t y  c l o s e l y ,  sir. I 
see w e  have an over l ap  of t h e  DIVARTY commanders. I can 
fix it r e a l  c l o s e  i n  j u s t  a minute. I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  remember 
when--I b e l i e v e  during t h e  l a s t  week of March, sir. 

Q. Y e s ,  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  your I 0  o f f i c e r  is  t h e r e ,  i s  
he? Lieutenant  co lone l  DIONNE? 

A. I b e l i e v e  Colonel GALLOWAY, now General GALLOWAY, 
t h e  l a s t  week i n  March-­

Q - ( In te rpos ing)  Colonel GALLOWAY came i n ,  I b e l i e v e ,  
on t h e  14 th  of March. 

A. Colonel Larry JONES came i n  about t h e  .middle of 
March f o r  a s h o r t  overlap.  I t  must have been about t h e  
l a s t  week of March, s i r ,  1968. 

Q. Well, t h a t  would p r e t t y  w e l l  j i b e  wi th  t h e  time 
t h a t  Colonel HENDERSON had h i s  f o o t  i n  a c a s t .  
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W e l l ,  Colonel  BALMER, w e  a p p r e c i a t e  you coming. 
W e  know t h a t  i t ' s  been a long  t r i p  f o r  you, b u t  t h i s  has  
added s i g n i f i c a n t l y  t o  o u r  a p p r e c i a t i o n  o f  what was t r a n s ­
p i r i n g  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  I would ask you a q u e s t i o n  of op in ion

& i n  c l o s i n g .  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q That  i s ,  w i t h  a l l  of t h i n g s  go ing  on which you had ,  
it w a s  about  t h i s  t i m e  t h a t  w e ' r e  s e e i n g  t h e  VC propaganda 
and we ' r e  s e e i n g  t h e  le t te r  from t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f  t o  t h e  
prov ince  c h i e f  and s o  f o r t h  w i t h  t h i s  t h i n g  j u s t  coming t o  
t h e  s u r f a c e  s o  t o  speak.  The q u e s t i o n  would be whether o r  
n o t  t h e s e  o p e r a t i o n a l  a c t i v i t i e s  would overshadow o r  t e n d  
t o  submerge any p o s s i b l e  a c t i o n  which may have been t aken  
on any le t ters  o r  VC propaganda o r  t h i n g s  of t h i s  ca t ego ry ,  
whether t h e  commanders and s o  f o r t h  w e r e  s o  busy o r  s o  i n ­
volved i n  o t h e r  t h i n g s  t h a t  t hey  j u s t  d i d n ' t  have t i m e  t o  
t a k e  c a r e  of t h e s e  o t h e r  d e t a i l s .  

A. I n  my o p i n i o n ,  y e s ,  s ir .  Because of  t h e  very  h igh  
.l e v e l  o f  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  and t h e  e x t e n t  t o  which everyone w a s  

committed t o  t h e i r  i n d i v i d u a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s ,  it w a s  j u s t  
n o t  p o s s i b l e  t o  t a k e  f u l l y  i n t o  account  eve ry  sugges t ion  of  
an area which should  be looked i n t o  o r  checked o u t .  You j u s t  
s imply c o u l d n ' t  run  down a l l  t h e  p o s s i b l e  a r e a s  where it 
should be  i n  t h e  normal cou r se  of  o p e r a t i o n s  c l o s e l y  sc ru ­
t i n i z e d  and moni tored.  I t  w a s  VC as it i s  now, u n r e l e n t i n g ,  
as you w e l l  know, s ir .  Also,  as you know, when y o u ' r e  en­
g ros sed  i n  t h e  a c t u a l  conduct  of a combat o p e r a t i o n  you can 
on ly  t a k e  s o  much of  t h a t  i n t o  account .  You j u s t  proceed w i t h  
your p l ann ing  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  t h a t  you can. C e r t a i n l y  you c a n ' t  
d i smis s  a l l  of it, t h e r e  cou ld  be some element  o f  it which 
i s  u s e f u l  i n  t h e  p l ann ing  a s  an index  t o  t h e  enemy's mood and 
t h e i r  t h i n k i n g .  But a s  f a r  as responding t o  VC propaganda o r  
r e p o r t s  from c e r t a i n  c i v i l i a n  s e c t o r s  t h a t  t h e r e  had been any 
i r r e g u l a r i t i e s  by American f o r c e s ,  t h i s  i s  t h e  t y p e  t h i n g  
which no combat l e a d e r  s imply c a n ' t  t a k e  f u l l  cognizance of  
and conduct t h e i r  o p e r a t i o n s .  

Q. Would it be u n f a i r  t o  s a y  t h a t  t h i s  might conceiv ­
ab ly  be magni f ied  by e i t h e r  n o t  having a f u l l y  e f f e c t i v e  
s t a f f  o r ,  n o t  t a k i n g  f u l l  b e n e f i t  of  t h e  s t a f f ?  
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A. I t h i n k  t h e  l a t t e r  s ta tement  is f a i r .  I would 
hope t h e  first s ta tement  i s  n o t  correct except  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  
a d i v i s i o n  s t a f f  i n  t h a t  environment c e r t a i n l y  is committed 
a t  t i m e s  beyond i ts  c a p a 5 i l i t i e s  t o  proper ly  assume a l l  t h e i r  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s .  C e r t a i n l y  t h e r e  are i n d i c a t i o n s ,  i n  my 
opinion,  t h a t  f u l l  use i n  n o t  made of t h e  s t a f f ,  s p e c i f i c a l l y  
t h e  62 and 63  elements.  A s  you know-- 

Q .  ( In te rpos ing)  And you a l s o  had a p r i m a r i l y  ad­
m i n i s t r a t i v e  type c h i e f  of  s t a f f .  

A. Very d e f i n i t e l y  we d id .  E i t h e r  he w a s  n o t  a b l e  t o  
o r  was n o t  pe rmi t t ed  t o  assist t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander and 
t h e  a s s i s t a n t  d i v i s i o n  commanders i n  t h e  t a c t i c a l  planning 
and monitoring and guidance t o  t h e  br igade.  H e  w a s  i n  a 
s i m i l a r  s i t u a t i o n  t o  my own and 62. W e  w e r e  e s s e n t i a l l y  
CP and TOC bound, and t h a t ' s  where w e  remained. 

Q - Now le t  m e  ask you another  ques t ion .  Even recog- 
n i z i n g  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  you w e r e  TOC and Chu L a i  bound s o  t o  
speak, d i d  you e v e r  g e t  any k ind  of f e e l i n g  t h a t  wi th in  any 
p a r t  of t h e  d i v i s i o n  t h e r e  w a s  a c e r t a i n  amount of  permis- 
s iveness  i n  terms of t h e  t roops  d e a l i n g  wi th  women? 

A. No, sir,  I d i d  not .  I say  t h a t  i n  comparison to  
observing o t h e r  u n i t s  i n  Vietnam dur ing  my e n t i r e  s t a y  i n  
country. C e r t a i n l y  it was n o t  any d i f f e r e n t  from any o t h e r  
p lace  as  f a r  a s  permissiveness of t h e  p a r t  of t h e  looking 
t h e  o t h e r  way, e i t h e r  i n  t h e  combat opera t ions  o r  i n  t h e  
conduct--the personal  conduct of t h e  t roops  on and o f f  duty 
t o  t h e  e x t e n t  they were o f f  duty t h e r e .  Disc ip l ine  was 
t i g h t .  No ques t ion  about t h a t .  Command supervis ion  was 
very t i g h t  from t h e  top .  

Q- I n  what sense? 

A. The degree t o  which supervis ion  was exe rc i sed  by 
t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander. To t h e  e x t e n t  t h a t  it would t end  
t o  overshadow t h e  command r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  and d i s c i p l i n e  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of some of t h e  lower commanders, br igade  down. 
General KOSTER's  a  very s t r o n g  commander, he be l ieved i n  cent-  
r a l i z e d  c o n t r o l  and he exe rc i sed  it, not  with h i s  s t a f f  b u t  
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it permeated down t o  t h e  b r igades .  The br igades  which became 
organic  t o  t h e  America1 Divis ion d i d  no t  have t h e  freedom o r  
l a t i t u d e  i n  opera t ion  per imeters  t h a t  t h e  br igades  t h a t  came 
through t h e r e  d id .  I t  was e n t i r e l y  d i f f e r e n t  when t h e  3/82 
came i n  wi th  Colonel BOLLING, e n t i r e l y  d i f f e r e n t  when t h e  
Cav went through t h e r e ,  e n t i r e l y  d i f f e r e n t  when t h e  4th 
Divis ion wi th  Gene FORRESTER came i n  t h e r e .  They j u s t  d i d n ' t  
understand t h e  way we opera ted  with such t i g h t  c o n t r o l  from 
d i v i s i o n ,  exe rc i sed  through t h e  command elememt. And they 
a l s o  were, I t h i n k ,  a l i t t l e  b i t  taken back, I c a n ' t  be su re  
of t h i s ,  by t h e  lack  of a u t h o r i t y  which t h e  d i v i s i o n  s t a f f  
appeared t o  have, p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  G 2  and G3. I would cer ­
t a i n l y  guess t h a t  t h i s  has  been brought  out .  A s  I i n d i c a t e d  
the  l a s t  t ime I was h e r e ,  I simply d i d  n o t  f i l l  t h e  r o l e  
t h e  G3 normally f i l l e d  i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n .  This was confusing 
t o  people l i k e  Colonel FORRESTER and Colonel BOLLING and t h e  
o t h e r  br igade  commanders who came i n  t h e r e ,  General LIPSCOMB 
even. They would come t o  me f o r  c e r t a i n  information o r  gui ­
dance o r  what they  could expect  i n  t h e  way of a r t i l l e r y  sup- 
p o r t  o r  h e l i c o p t e r  support .  My answer i n v a r i a b l y  was, "I 'm 
s o r r y ,  I c a n ' t  answer t h a t ,  I ' l l  have t o  check wi th  t h e  gen- 
e r a l . "  I j u s t  could g ive  them nothing.  This became pro- 
g r e s s i v e l y  t h e  case a s  t ime went on. I ' m  s u r e  i f  you h a v e n ' t  
a l ready t a l k e d  t o  my successor  Colonel B i l l  BAXLEY, he could 
i n d i c a t e  t h e  e x t e n t  which he opera ted  t h e  G3 o r  d i d  no t  oper- 
ate t h e  G 3  i n  t h e  n o r z a l  sense of t h e  word and t h e  job. But 
an example of t a k i n g  away t h e  freedom of movement of t h e  G3, 
I th ink  can be brought o u t  by t h i s .  My predecessor ,  Colonel 
Cl in ton  GRANGER he re  i n  DCSOPS had a  h e l i c o p t e r ,  Huey, on 
t h e  pad a l l  day long. I f  he wanted t o  go o u t  t o  one of t h e  
br igades  t o  f i n d  ou t  what was going on, t o  g ive  them some 
information,  t o  g e t  some information from them, t o  t ake  a 
look a t  an a r e a ,  check a  road,  check anything,  he could 
leave  t h e  TOC f o r  an hour and do it. When I a r r i v e d  i n  e a r l y  
December t h e  G3 had a  h e l i c o p t e r  and it was c a l l e d  t h e  G3's 
h e l i c o p t e r .  I exe rc i sed  t h i s  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  t h a t  I was a b l e  
t o  under t h e  ch ie f  of s t a f f  dur ing  t h e  f i r s t  p a r t  of my s h o r t  
s t a y  t h e r e  a s  G3 when Colonel MUSSER was ch ie f  of s t a f f .  When 
Colonel PARSON came i n ,  when he heard t h e  G3 had a  h e l i c o p t e r  
and he d i d n ' t  have a  h e l i c o p t e r ,  he s a i d  t h a t ' s  hereby re ­
des ignated  t h e  chief  of s t a f f ' s  h e l i c o p t e r  and you won't  use 
t h a t  without  c l e a r i n g  with me. I want you t o  s t a y  i n  t h a t  
TOC. H e  simply d i d n ' t  s ee  any reason f o r  m e  t o  g e t  i n  t h a t  
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h e l i c o p t e r  and t a k e  o f f  when he had r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  t o  d i v i ­
s i o n  headquar ters  t h e r e  and he l i k e d  very much t o  have m e  
there .  So I d i d n ' t  use t h a t  h e l i c o p t e r  any more a f t e r  Colonel 
PARSON came. I t h i n k  t h i s  p o i n t s  o u t  t h e  e x t e q t  which the 
6 3  w a s  brought,  s t r i c t l y  i n t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n  and d i d  n o t  fun­
t i o n  properly.  

Q W e l l ,  would you say  t h a t  t h i s  is  through General 
KOSTER o r  Colonel PARSON? 

A. A l i t t l e  b i t  of both,  sir ,  a l i t t l e  b i t  o f  both. 
Not c l e a r l y  e i t h e r  way. Colonel PARSON was under consider ­
a b l e  p ressu re ,  no ques t ion  about it. However he extended 
t h e  c o n s t r a i n t s  on me.  

Q. Well, I can understand your f e e l i n g s  of  t h i s  t i g h t  
r e i n  and d i s c i p l i n e  and s o  on and I can read t h i s  i n  many o f  
t h e  d i r e c t i v e s  and t h e  SOPS t h a t  were publ ished.  But haying 
a p o l i c y  and enforc ing  t h e  po l i cy  i s  q u i t e  another  th ing .  
I was j u s t  wondering whether o r  n o t  any of t h i s  information 
concerning t h i s  permissiveness wi th  t h e  c i v i l i a n  popula t ion  
had go t t en  back t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n  s t a f f .  

A. You mean i n  terms of-­

Q • ( In te rpos ing)  I mean i n  terms of when they  go in ­
t o  a v i l l a g e ,  rap ing  Vietnamese women and s o  f o r t h .  

A. I never heard of a case of i t ,  sir.  I c e r t a i n l y  
would have remembered had I heard.  Of course,  VC o r  c i v i l i a n s ,  
s o  when we g e t  a body count ,  i n  d i v i s i o n ,  c e r t a i n l y  w e  would 
not  go back i n  G 3  and chal lenge were a l l  those  c i v i l i a r i s  
male, mil i tary-aged w i t h  a close-cropped h a i r c u t ?  To t h a t  
e x t e n t ,  c e r t a i n  permissiveness ,  they  looked t h e  o t h e r  way. 
Maybe some of them weren ' t  a s  young as  a young s o l d i e r  should 
be ,  maybe an o l d e r  man b u t  i t ' s  we l l  known VCs  come i n  a l l  
ages and sexes and s i z e s .  So from t h a t  s t andpo in t ,  yes.  
When they r e p o r t  c a s u a l t i e s ,  they  d i d n ' t  go ou t  and d e t e r ­
mine t h a t  a l l  those  c a s u a l t i e s  were very d e f i n i t e l y  card-
ca r ry ing  Viet  Cong. But a s  f a r  a s  misconduct wi th  women, 
rape ,  k i l l i n g  and shoot ing  women and c h i l d r e n ,  I had never 
heard of a case of i t ,  rumor o r  o therwise ,  o r  dreamed of it. 
I f  I d i d  hear  of any suggest ion of it, as  poss ib ly  construed 
i n  Chaplain LEWIS'S appearance he re ,  I took it i n  t h e  context  
of h e ' s  t a l k i n g  about c i v i l i a n s  o v e r a l l .  
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This  i s  a command matter which occu r s  c o n s t a n t l y  and i t ' s  
go ing  t o  be  i n v e s t i g a t e d  and i t ' s  go ing  t o  be i n v e s t i g a t e d  
through t h e  normal i n v e s t i g a t i v e  channe l s ,  whether it be 
command channel  o r  t h e  I G ,  o r  t h e  J A G ,  o r  one of t h e  gen­
eral  o f f i c e r s ,  o r  b r i g a d e  commmander. I t  w a s  s o r t  o f ,  
"Tha t ' s  v e r y  f i n e  c h a p l a i n ,  now g e t  o u t  of my TOC, I ' m  
busy".  Even though w e  w e r e  good f r i e n d s .  Coming up h e r e  
on t h e  p l a n e  l a s t  n i g h t  I thought  of an i n d i v i d u a l  who you 
may n o t  have t a l k e d  t o  who might be h e l p f u l  i n  c e r t a i n  re ­
s p e c t s  and t h a t ' s  t h e  d i v i s i o n  surgeon,  Colonel  AUGERSON 
who's o u t  a t  Walter  Reed now. I f  he has  n o t  appeared h e r e  
you may care t o  cons ide r  t h a t  from t h e  s t a n d p o i n t  of  a 
ve ry  a s t u t e  o b s e r v e r  of  t h e  temper and tone  of t h a t  d iv ­

. 	 	 i s i o n  s t a f f .  We had a number of  conve r sa t ions  on t h i s  
matter,  t h e  g e n e r a l  unhappiness.  My t r a i l e r - m a t e ,  Colonel  
TREXLER, w a s  s o  unhappy t h a t  he wanted o u t  of t h a t  s t a f f  
and d i d  s o ,  I ' m  s u r e ,  a t  t h e  expense of h i s  c a r e e r .  A s  
I s t a t e d  p r e v i o u s l y  I would have r eques t ed  same had I n o t  
been a l r e a d y  i n  t h e  p roces s  of moving. We simply were 
n o t  f u n c t i o n i n g  as a G 2  and a G3 shou ld  and must f u n c t i o n  
t o  do t h e i r  job. I t  was p u t  i n t o  a ve ry  d i f f i c u l t  com­
promising p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  t h a t  it could  no l o n g e r  
be  l i v e d  wi th .  Colonel  AUGERSON, I t h i n k ,  might be a 
b e n e f i t  i n  t h a t  a r e a  i f  t h a t  a r e a  is  t o  be s t u d i e d  any 
f u r t h e r .  

G O  The Task Force Barker  had t w o  p rev ious  o p e r a t i o n s  
i n t o  t h e  Son My a r e a .  One on t h e  1 3 t h  and ano the r  on t h e  
23rd of February.  I n  each i n s t a n c e  t h e y  r e p o r t e d  q u i t e  a 
s i z e a b l e  VC body count.  F r i e n d l y  c a s u a l t i e s  were q u i t e  
smal l .  A t  t h e  same t i m e  t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  were cons ide red  un­
s u c c e s s f u l  i n  t h a t  t h e y  had n o t  accomplished t h e i r  objec ­
t i v e .  I n  one i n s t a n c e  t h e y  had a body count  of  78 and no 
weapons cap tured .  D o  you r e c a l l  t h i s  and any d i s c u s s i o n  
concerning t h i s  k ind  of  r e p o r t i n g  t o  d i v i s i o n ?  Was t h e r e  
any d i s c u s s i o n  about  who t h e s e  people  were? Was it t h e  
48th  Local  Force  B a t t a l i o n ,  was it a l o c a l  f o r c e  company? 
Who w e r e  t h e s e  people  t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  r e p o r t i n g  a s  c a s u a l t i e s ?  

A. 1 r e c a l l  no one c h a l l e n g i n g  t h a t  a t  d i v i s i o n ,  s i r .  
The 48th l o c a l  f o r c e  b a t t a l i o n  a r e a  w a s  h e a v i l y  i n f e s t e d  w i t h  
VC. I t  w a s  an a r e a  which U.S. f o r c e s  went i n t o  ve ry  i n f r e ­
quen t ly .  When they  d i d ,  t h e y  had i n  p rev ious  o p e r a t i o n s  
s u s t a i n e d  some s i z e a b l e  c a s u a l t i e s  most ly  through mines and 
booby t r a p s .  The f a c t  t h a t  Task Force  Barker  went i n  t h e r e  
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and repor ted  a f i g u r e  of 78 body count,  which I would n o t  
have r e c a l l e d  had you n o t  j u s t  mentioned it, and f a i l e d  
t o  r e p o r t  any weapons, I d o n ' t  recall chal lenging  t h a t ,  sir, 
o r  anyone chal lenging  it o r  any d i scuss ion  of it excep t  t h a t  
Task Force Barker had a s u c c e s s f u l  ope ra t ion  and accounted 
f o r  78 of t h e  enemy. Any sugges t ion  t h a t  t h e  enemy w e r e  
innocent  c i v i l i a n s  o r  t h a t  among those  of 78 body count 
were anything o t h e r  than  males of  m i l i t a r y  age, no recol -  
l e c t i o n  t h a t  anyone s e r i o u s l y  chal lenged t h a t ,  sir. 

Q- Well, i n  t h e i r  ope ra t ion  which took p lace  on t h e  
23d from 0900 i n  t h e  morning t o  1900-1915 t h a t  evening which 
is  i n  t h e  a r e a  o f  My La i ,  My Lai  (1), t h e  r e s u l t s  which 
were r epor ted  were 68 VC K I A ,  1 C I A ,  wounded, and 10 VC 
suspects .  There w e r e  5 i n d i v i d u a l  weapons and 10 Bd40 rounds, 
and a few rounds o f  mortar. Fr iendly  l o s s e s  w e r e  1 U.S. k i l l e d  
and 1 4  U. S .  wounded and 2 APC's damaged. The previous - opera ­
t i o n ,- - which i s  on t h e  13 th ,  i n d i c a t e d  78 K I A  and 0 weapons. 

A. That means wi th in  a 10-day pe r iod  they  repor ted  
146 K I A  and I th ink  you s a i d  5 weapons on t h e  f i r s t  opera- 
t i o n .  

c* 
 
 
Q. That 's r i g h t .  13e
A. No r e c o l l e c t i o n  a t  a l l ,  s i r ,  t h a t  anyone r a i s e d  
an eyebrow o r  chal lenged t h a t .  The f e e l i n g  w a s  t h a t  you 
had U . S .  f o rces  opera t ing  i n  an a r e a  which had been a VC haven 
and would continue t o  be u n t i l  it was n e u t r a l i z e d .  The 48th 
Local Force was c a r r i e d  t h e r e  and t h e  f a c t  t h a t  w e  had been 
ab le  t o  g e t  i n  t h e r e  and make con tac t  and t a k e  those  casual-  
t i e s  was very s a t i s f y i n g  t o  t h e  d iv i s ion .  I t  j u s t  d i d n ' t  
s t r i k e  us a s  being t h a t  unusual. The body count,  which by 
p resen t  s tandards  i n  Vietnam, seems h igh ,  were n o t  high a t  
a l l  t o  Wheeler Wallawa c o n t a c t s .  America1 Divis ion,  dur ing  
Tet and dur ing  t h i s  pe r iod ,  was r e a l l y  i n t o  t h e  enemy. They 
had heavy body counts  i n  t h e  Que Son Valley and they s t i l l  
do around Danang a rea .  A s  you we l l  know it I s  a  h o t  a rea .  

Q- Well, I can understand t h a t ,  b u t  you s e e  h e r e ' s  t h e  
th ing .  Here i n  t h i s  a r e a ,  you ' re  f ind ing  an opera t ion  such 
as  t h i s ,  with p r a c t i c a l l y  no weapons and q u i t e  a s i z e a b l e  
body count. But then  as  you g e t  over i n t o  opera t ion  Bur- 
l ing ton  T r a i l ,  which, a t  t h e  time t h i s  c u t  o f f ,  f o r  t h e  
per iod 8 t o  20 A p r i l ,  t h e r e  were 13 U . S .  K I A  and 69 WIA. 
Q u i t e  obviously a l o t  of  these  were t h e  r e s u l t  of mortar  
a t t a c k s .  On t h e  enemy s i d e  1 7 0  enemy K I A ,  bu t  t h e  weapons 
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count is  48 ind iv idua l  and 2 1  crew-served weapons which 
seems t o  be a reasonable weapons count. Vast ly  d i f f e r e n t  
from t h a t  which we f i n d  down i n  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  a r e a  o r  t h e  
Son My a r e a  cont inuously.  Y e t  nobody r a i s e s  t h e  quest ion.  

A .  I n  r e t r o s p e c t  it would appear based on t h i s  t h a t  
someone a t  d i v i s i o n  should have chal lenged t h a t  d i s p a r i t y  . 
Cer ta in ly  I can r e a l i z e  t h a t .  We k e p t  a box score ,  of course,  
a t  d i v i s i o n  of weapons captured as  w e l l  a s  enemy c a s u a l t i e s .  
The r a t i o  we even kep t  on our  b r i e f i n g  c h a r t ,  and we changed 
it as t h e  r a t i o  was modified s o  a very c a r e f u l  t a b u l a t i o n  
was made of t h i s .  And from time t o  t ime a ques t ion  would 
come up as  t o  d i s p a r i t y  between--if we k i l l e d  70 enemy we 
should have 70 weapons from someone pass ing  through t h e r e .  
That ques t ion  i s  answered as  you know i n  g e n e r a l ,  t h a t  j u s t  
d o e s n ' t  happen i n  contac t  with t h e  enemy, they  p o l i c e  t h e  
b a t t l e f i e l d ,  t h e y ' r e  "pas t  masters"  of t h a t  a r t  l i k e  no o t h e r  
enemy e v e r  has been. They simply t a k e  t h e  weapons and ammu­
n i t i o n  and everyth ing  of f  t h e i r  f a l l e n  comrades. I n  f a c t  
t h e y ' r e  " p a s t  masters"  a t  g e t t i n g  t h e i r  bodies  o f f  and t h e i r  
wounded o f f  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  which American fo rces  can 't match. 
The enemy i s  k i l l e d  usual ly  a t  long range ,  much of t h e  
k i l l i n g  i s  done wi th  gunships and a r t i l l e r y ,  g iv ing  t h e  
enemy ample time t o  p o l i c e  t h e  combat gear  from t h e i r  f a l l e n  
fe l low s o l d i e r s .  So it j u s t  d i d n ' t  s t r i k e  us a s  a l l  t h a t  
s t r ange .  it depends on t h e  time of day. I f  it occurred l a t e  
i n  t h e  evening and we d i d n ' t  g e t  t h e  body count u n t i l  t h e  
fol lowing morning, through t h e  n i g h t  t h e y ' d  p o l i c e  and s t r i p  
a l l  t h e  weapons o f f .  I t  j u s t  d idn '  t r i n g  a b e l l .  A s  you 
look a t  it now I can s e e  we l l  t h i s  is s t r a n g e ,  how come 
it always--there was some reasonable r a t i o  h e r e  b u t  down he re  
a l l  of a sudden i s  a vacuum, we j u s t  k i l l  people and we d o n ' t  
have any weapons t o  show f o r  it. There a r e  o t h e r  explanat ions  
t o o ,  t h e r e  a r e  a l o t  of souvenir  hun te r s  o u t  t h e r e .  Some 
t i m e  they  say well  we have t o  t u r n  t h e s e  weapons i n ,  some 
of t h e s e  people who a r e  a c t u a l l y  o u t  t h e r e  counting a r e  
souveni r  c o l l e c t o r s .  They a r e  DEROS ' i n g  next  week. There 
a r e  o t h e r  reasons.  So it i s  j u s t  n o t  a s o l i d  index t h a t  
something could poss ib ly  be awry. 

Q - W e l l ,  Colonel BALMER, w e  a p p r e c i a t e  you coming i n  
and wish you a s a f e  t r i p  home. 

A. Thank you very much, sir. 
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Q- I would remind you t h a t  you have been ordered no t  
t o  d i scuss  your testimony here  with o the rs .  I don ' t  th ink  
I need t o  provide you with any f u r t h e r  guidance. 

A. No, sir, none whatsoever. 

I0: The hear ing w i l l  recess .  

1970. ) 
(The hear ing recessed a t  1 0 4 3  hours,  28 February 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 
 

WITNESS: BAXLEY, W i l l i a m  J. COL 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 22  January 1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT: Replaced Colonel BALMER a s  America1 
Divis ion  G3 on 1 4  A p r i l  1968. 

1. TASK FORCE BARKER COMBAT ACTION REPORTS. 

Colonel BAXLEY could n o t  e x p l a i n  t h e  absence of  
Task Force Barker ' s  combat a c t i o n  r e p o r t s  i n  t h e  G3 
q u a r t e r l y  r e p o r t .  H e  s ta ted t h a t  he d i d  n o t  know t h a t  t h e y  
had n o t  been included t h e r e i n ,  and he  denied any i n t e n t i o n a l  
f a i l u r e  t o  inc lude  t h e s e  r e p o r t s  (pg. 7 )  . The wi tness  
thought t h a t  h i s  deputy had kept  an adequate log  on combat 
a c t i o n  r e p o r t s  (pg. 8)  . However, he d i d  n o t  know t h e  
t h a t  t h e s e  r e p o r t s  came i n t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n  G3 o f f i c e  
(pg. 7 ) .  BAXLEY s a i d  t h a t  he gave no i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  
any o f  t h e s e  r e p o r t s ,  e .g . ,  f o r  an I G  i n s p e c t i o n  (pg. 

d a t e  

des t roy  
8 ) .  

2.  INQUIRIES CONCERNING THE ASSAULT. 

a.  U. S. i n v e s t i g a t i o n s .  

BAXLEY had never heard of  any i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
conducted concerning an i n c i d e n t  i n  t h e  My ~ a i  ( 4 )  a r e a  
(pg. 9 ) .  He d id  no t  r e c a l l  s ee ing  E x h i b i t  R-1  o r  any 
at tachments  t h e r e t o  (pg. 1 0 ) .  

b. Vietnamese i n v e s t i g a t i o n s .  

The wi tness  had no knowledge of  t h e  Son My V i l l a g e  
Chief submit t ing  a r e p o r t  a l l e g i n g  U.S. a t r o c i t i e s  t o  t h e  
Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  Chief.  Also,  he had never  heard o f  a 
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r e p o r t  from t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f  t o  t h e  Quang Ngai Province 
Chief concerning U.S. combat a c t i o n s  i n  that area (pg. 1 2 ) .  

c. Discussions concerning t h e  a s s a u l t  of My L a i  ( 4 )  . 
When the G2, Colonel TREXLER, b r i e f e d  the wi tness  

upon h i s  a r r i v a l  i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n ,  t h e r e  was no d i scuss ion  as 
t o  t h e  d i s p a r i t y  o f  weapons captured  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  
l a r g e  body count  (pgs. 4 ,  5 )  . However, i n  h i s  previous  job 
as  a b a t t a l i o n  commander i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  LZ Baldy, he  
and h i s  S3 probably wondered about t h e  l a c k  of  weapons 
captured (pg. 9 ) .  He heard no t a l k  around d i v i s i o n  head­
q u a r t e r s  about something unusual occurr ing  i n  My Lai ( 4 )  
(pgs. 8, 9 ) . Major General  KOSTER never t o l d  BAXLEY about 
a meeting he had had with Colonel TOAN wherein TOAN informed 
t h e  America1 commanding genera l  o f  a l l e g a t i o n s  of  unusual 
a c t i v i t i e s  occurr ing  i n  Son My. Nor d i d  KOSTER t e l l  him 
t h a t  TOAN in tended t o  conduct an i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  o r  t h a t  
TOAN requested KOSTER t o  do l ikewise  (pgs. 1 2 ,  13) . H e  d i d  
n o t  r e c a l l  a conversa t ion  wi th  t h e  d i v i s i o n  chap la in  
regarding a r e p o r t  from a p i l o t  a l l e g i n g  unnecessary k i l l i n g  
i n  t h e  Son M y  area (pg. 1 3 ) . - He never r e c a l l e d  Br igad ie r  
General YOUNG mentioning t h a t  something went wrong i n  t h a t  
ope ra t ion  o r  that  Colonel HENDERSON was looking i n t o  it 
(pg. 26) .  

3 .  DIVISION OPERATION REPORT OF LESSONS, FEBRUARY TO 
30 A P R I L  1968 (Exh ib i t  R - 2 4 ) .  

BAXLEY admitted ~ x h i b i tR-24 was prepared under h i s  
supervis ion .  H e  po in ted  o u t  t h a t  t h e  Task Force Barker 
opera t ion  of 16 March 1968 was n o t  t h e  only s i g n i f i c a n t  
opera t ion  i n  condensed form wi th in  t h i s  e x h i b i t  (pg. 1 5 ) .  

4 .  OTHER INFORMATION.  

a .  The wi tness  had t a l k e d  with Colonel BALMIER f o r  
about f i v e  minutes over  t h e  phone about t h i s  i n c i d e n t  s i n c e  
it became a ma t t e r  of pub l i c  knowledge. 

b .  He had no r e c o l l e c t i o n  of  t r a n s m i t t i n g  r e l e v a n t  
records  back f o r  r e t e n t i o n  (pg. 1 6 ) .  

c.  BAXLEY d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  an i n c i d e n t  i n  which a 
b r i e f e r  from G2 o r  G 3  was b r i e f i n g  t h e  123d Aviat ion 
B a t t a l i o n  on a body count and was guffawed t o  such an e x t e n t  
t h a t  t h e  s e n i o r  o f f i c e r  t o l d  t h e  a v i a t o r s  t o  q u i e t  down 
(pg* 25) 
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EXHIBITS 

EXHIBIT 
NUMBER DESCRIPTION NOTZS PAGES 
1 
II 

M-35 VC propaaanda l e a f l e t  h i t  had never  seen .  11 
A t r u e  copy o f  HENDERSON' 

R-l r e p o r t  o f  2 4  Apr 68 it had never  seen .  10,ll 
Combat a c t i o n  r e p o r t  i t n e s s  probably 

R-2 TF Barker ,  28 Mar 68 617 
Combat a c t i o n  r e p o r t ,  TF 

R-12 Barke r ,  2 4  M a r  68 617 
Request  f o r  combat Witness may have 

R-13 a c t i o n  r e p o r t ,  America1 seen .  . 
Div i s ion ,  1 9  M a r  68 

6 
 

~ i v i s i o n  o p e r a t i o n a l  Prepared  under 

R- 24 r e p o r t  of Lessons,  1 Feb w i t n e s s '  super -
t o  30 A p r i l  68 v i s i o n .  

14.15 
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(The hea r ing  reconvened a t  1445 hours ,  22 January 

10.: The hea r ing  w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  

RCDR: The fol lowing named persons a r e  p resen t :  LTG 
PEERS, MR MACCRATE, COL ARMSTRONG, and MAJ LYNN. 

S i r ,  t h e  next  wi tness  i s  Colonel William J. 
BAXLEY . 

(COL BAXLEY was c a l l e d  a s  a wi tness ,  was sworn, 
and t e s t i f i e d  a s  fol lows:)  

Colonel BAXLEY, f o r  t h e  r ecord ,  w i l l  you p lease  
s t a t e  your f u l l  name, grade,  S o c i a l  S e c u r i t y  number, organi ­
z a t i o n ,  and s t a t i o n .  

A .  Right.  Colonel William Joshua BAXLEY, Jr., 
I n d u s t r i a l  College of t h e  Armed Forces,  F o r t  ~ c N a i r ,  

Washington, D. C.  

RCDR : Thank you. 

I0: Colonel BAXLEY, have you 'had  an oppor tuni ty  t o  read  
t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. Do you understand them, o r  do you have any ques- 
t i o n s  concerning them? 

A. NO, sir. 

Q. On my l e f t ,  Colonel BAXLEY, i s  M r .  Robert MACCRATE, 
who i s  a c i v i l i a n  lawyer. H e  has  volunteered h i s  s e r v i c e s  t o  
t h e  Sec re ta ry  of t h e  Army t o  a s s i s t  me and o t h e r  members of 
t h i s  i n q u i r y  team i n  t h e  conduct of t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and a l s o  
t o  provide l e g a l  counsel .  On my r i g h t  i s  Colonel ARMSTRONG, who 
has  been designated a s  an a s s i s t a n t  t o  the  inqu i ry  team by 
t h e  Of f i ce  of t h e  Chief of S t a f f .  E i t h e r  of  these  gentlemen 
may address  ques t ions  t o  you t h i s  a f te rnoon.  

A .  I understand. 

Q. W e  have o t h e r  groups t h a t  a r e  l ikewise  t a k i n g  
testimony from o t h e r  ind iv idua l s .  I w i l l  be r e spons ib le  f o r  
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pulling together the report and weighing the evidence and 
 
 
making the findings and the recommendations, 
 
 

Being a military officer, you are directed not 
 
 
to discuss your testimony here with others, including other 
 
 
individuals who may appear before this inquiry as witnesses, 
 
 
except as it may be necessary in the performance of your 
 
 
official duty or as you may be required to do so before 
 
 
competent administrative, judicial, or legislative bodies, 
 
 

A. I understand. 
 
 

Q. In terms of legislative, I might explain that. 

It is possible that you may be requested or required to 
 
 
appear before one of the congressional committees. The 
 
 
most likely one would be the investigation subcommittee 
 
 
of the House Armed Services Committee, in which event, if 
 
 
you are called, your appearance here would in no way pre- 
 
 
clude your testifying before that body, 
 
 

A. I see, sir. 

Q. I'm of the opinion that you have not been cited 

or questioned by the military judge in the general court- 
 
 
martial case of the United States v. Calley? 
 
 

A. No, sir. 
 
 

Q. I would like to say, however, that if by chance 
you ever are so cited by that judge or the judge of any of 
the other court-martial which may relate to the My Lai in- 
cident that your appearance before this investigation would 
in no way change either the effect or the applicability of 
 
 
the order. 
 
 

Okay, sir. 
 
 

Do you have any questions? 
 
 

A .  No, sir, I do not, sir. 

Q. Colonel BAXLEY, would you explain when you were 
 
 
assigned to the America1 Division and what your duties were 
 
 
with the division? 
 
 

A .  Yes, sir. In October, I arrived around 4 October, 
sir. 
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9. Of what year?  

A. Of 1967, a s  advance p a r t y ,  and I t h i n k  t h e  America1 
had j u s t  been designated America1 from o l d  Task Force Oregon. 
I a r r i v e d  as advance p a r t y  f o r  my b a t t a l i o n .  I had t h e  1/6 
I n f a n t r y  of t h e  198th Brigade, which was i n  F o r t  Hood, and I 
t r a i n e d  it t h e r e .  Do you want m e  t o  go through where w e  were, 
s i r ?  

A. W e l l ,  no. How d i d  you remove yourse l f  from t h e  
  
  
198th up t o  d i v i s i o n ?  
  
  

A. Okay, f i n e ,  sir.  On 31 March I turned  over  my 
command where I was OPCON t o  t h e  196th up a t  Baldy. They'd 
been opera t ing  up t h e r e  ever  s i n c e  Te t .  I ' d  been up wi th  
t h e  Marines. I came down t o  d i v i s i o n  about  t h e  n e x t  day, 
went on R&R, and g o t  back around t h e  l o t h ,  I suppose. Then 
I assumed t h e  d u t i e s  of t h e  G3 about  t h e  12th  o r  13th.  Colonel 
BALMER l e f t  about t h e  13th  o r  14th.  

Q. H e  was t h e r e  from t h e  t i m e  you a r r i v e d  and while  
you were on R&R? BALMER was t h e r e  and was s t i l l  t h e r e  when 
you re tu rned?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir ,  and s t ayed  a s  t h e  G3 f o r  about  2 o r  
3 days,  u n t i l  I could c a t c h  up. 

Q. You took over ,  then ,  around about  15 Apr i l ?  

A. 1 4 t h ,  15 th ,  something l i k e  t h a t .  

Q. A l l  r i g h t .  

A. T h a t ' s  when I r e a l l y  took over .  I t h i n k  my o rde r s  
say  about t h e  1st o r  something l i k e  t h a t ,  b u t  I took over  
a f t e r  coming back from my leave .  

Q- When you took over ,  were you b r i e f e d  upon t h e  
opera t ion  f o r  the-- 

A. ( In te rpos ing)  I n  t h e  p a s t  and s o  f o r t h ?  

Q. Yes. 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  I was b r i e f e d  on a l l  t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  
going almost  back t o  Task Force Oregon. The G 2  had q u i t e  a 
b r i e f i n g ,  a h i s t o r i c a l  b r i e f i n g .  I t  was Colonel TREXLER 
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who p u t  on t h i s  b r i e f i n g ,  and h e  gave it t o  me .  I s o r t  o f  
r e m e m b e r  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  heavy a c t i o n  down t h e r e ;  it w a s  > u s t  
one of a series of  t h i n g s  t h a t  he  mentioned dur ing  t h i s  t i m e .  

Q. Did h e  go i n t o  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  of  Task Force 
Barker and why it w a s  c r e a t e d ?  

A. N o t  much, sir. I knew that,  sir, because I had 
been i n  t h e  198th Brigade and--may I t u r n  t o  t h e  map h e r e  
(Exh ib i t  MAP-1)--this i s  o u r  b a t t a l i o n .  W e  s t a r t e d  o u t  a t  

DUC Pho. I r e l i e v e d  t h e  1/4 I n f a n t r y  down here .  About 5 
December I came up t o  j u s t  n o r t h  of T r a  Bong, i f  I can f i n d  
it on t h e  map here .  H e r e ' s  Chu L a i .  H e r e ' s  T r a  Bong River.  
I had t h i s  area up i n  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) ,  sir. And then  on 
7 February I w a s  p u l l e d  o u t  and s e n t  t o  Danang i n  OPCON of  
t h e  1st Marine Divis ion.  So I s o r t  of  knew t h a t  they  w e r e  
down i n  t h e r e ,  and I knew how they  w e r e  organized. 

Q- Can you r e c a l l  what Colonel TREXLER t o l d  you 
about t h e  o p e r a t i o n  of Task Force Barker i n  this p a r t i c u l a r  
opera t ion  down i n  t h e  e a s t e r n  end of Son Tinh D i s t r i c t ?  

A. I ' v e  been t r y i n g  t o  r e m e m b e r ,  s ir ,  e x a c t l y .  Of 
course ,  I ' v e  r ead  a l o t  of newspapers, s o ' i t  w a s  a major ac­
t i o n ,  I thought.  It looked l i k e  it w a s  a major a c t i o n .  I 
remember s o r t  of t h i n k i n g  it was s o r t  of l i k e  an a c t i o n  I 
had j u s t  before  I l e f t  t h e  b a t t a l i o n ,  which was up nor th .  
We k i l l e d  &cut  120 z g a i n s t  t h e  = n i t ,  sc zt t h z t  t i m e  I was 
th ink ing  about t h a t .  

Q- Do you remember t h e  f i g u r e s  t h a t  Colonel TREXLER 
t o l d  you about t h a t  time? 

A.  No, s ir .  I ' v e  seen a l o t  i n  t h e  newspapers, t o  
be hones t  wi th  you. 

Q Well, t h e  one day. I could g e t  o u t  t h e  logs  of 
t h e  America1 Divis ion.  

A. Y e s .  

Q- The 16 th ,  t h e  l o g  (Exh ib i t  M-6) i n d i c a t e d  128 
enemy K I A ,  2 U.S. K I A ,  11 U.S. WIA, and 3 weapons captured.  

A. I t h i n k  I read  t h a t  i n  t h e  paper ,  too.  

a - Do you remember Colonel TREXLER mentioning any 
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d i scuss ion  which may have taken p lace  concerning t h i s ,  d i s p a r i t y  
of  t h e  weapons versus  t h e  number of enemy KIA? 

A. No, sir ,  b u t  I know t h a t  we always had a f e e l i n g  
t h a t  i f  you had a l a r g e  body count--I mean t h i s  i s  a  personal  
f e e l i n g ,  although i t ' s  no t  my f e e l i n g  a s  a commander--and you 
d i d n ' t  cap tu re  some weapons, s o r t  of why? I th ink  t h i s  i s  t h e  
f e e l i n g  of most commanders and s e n i o r  s t a f f  o f f i c e r s .  

Q. P a r t i c u l a r l y  i f  you have a b i g  k i l l i n g ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. One o r  two t h a t ' s - -  

A. ( In te rpos ing)  W e l l ,  t h a t ' s  d i f f e r e n t ,  s ir ,  su re .  
They might have been sappers  o r  they  could have had grenades 
and th ings  of t h a t  na tu re .  

Q. Could have had somebody e l s e  p o l i c i n g  them up? 

A. Oh, very e a s i l y ,  s i r ,  t h a t ' s  r i g h t .  A s  we l l  as 

I- t h e  bodies ,  too.  

Q. Would you th ink  f o r  a  minute, whether he mentioned 
anything about some r e p o r t s  on some burnings going on down i n  
t h i s  a r e a ,  burning of hootches and burning 05 hamlets and s o  
on. 

A. NO, s i r ,  n o t  t h a t  I know o f ,  no. I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  
have some t o t a l  r e c a l l  and i t ' s  p r e t t y  d i f f i c u l t ,  General 
When he  would go wi th  . th i s  h i s t o r i c a l  p r e s e n t a t i o n ,  which he 
d i d  day a f t e r  day, you j u s t  s o r t  of gave it perfunctory  a t t e n -  
t i o n .  A f t e r  a  while  it was a series of b a t t l e s  and nothing 
seemed suspec t  a t  t h e  t i m e ,  t o  be hones t  with you. 

Q. Do you r e c a l l  a d i r e c t i v e  be ing  pu t  o u t  by d i v i -  
s i o n  r e q u i r i n g  t h e  11th  Brigade t o  submit t h r e e ,  I would c a l l  
them a f t e r  a c t i o n  r e p o r t s ,  combat a c t i o n  r e p o r t s ?  

A. Not s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  s i r ,  b u t  on a  major b a t t l e  t h e  
i n s t r u c t i o n s  were t h a t  we would submit t h e s e  t h i n g s .  I would 
normally g e t  it from General KOSTER o r  Colonel GELLING, t h e  
br igade  commander. You j u s t  knew t h a t  you were supposed 
t o  do t h i s .  W e  submitted t h e s e ,  s ir ,  i n  my b a t t a l i o n .  

Q. Now, t h i s  d i r e c t i v e  t h a t  I have, which has  been 
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entered i n t o  t h e  record as R-13, was signed of f  on 19 March 
by t h e  ad ju tan t  general  of t h e  d iv i s ion .  I would ask i f  you 
had seen t h i s  d i r e c t i v e ,  and I would imagine t h e r e  might 
have been comparable d i r e c t i v e s  going ou t  t o  o the r  brigades, 
o r  whether you s a w  t h e  r epo r t  which came i n  a s  a r e s u l t  of 
t h i s  d i r ec t ive?  

(Witness received and reviewed the  document,) 

A. Did I see t h i s  o r  o the r  type, j u s t  l i k e  i t ?  I 
don ' t  th ink I ever s a w  t h e  one t h a t  went t o  t h e  196th. I w a s  
OPCON t o  t h e  196th a t  t h a t  t i m e .  I know I d i d n ' t  see t h e  
198th1s ,  because I wasn' t  with them. I may have seen one 
l i k e  t h i s .  W e  had an ac t ion  i n  March j u s t  south of Hoi An. 
You know where Hoi An is ,  I be l ieve ,  s i r ,  which is up 
nor th  of Chu Lai. W e  were operat ing i n  coordinat ion with 
t h e  cav up there ,  the  d iv i s ion  cavalry. And w e  submitted 
an a f t e r  ac t ion  repor t  on our operat ion.  It  could have 
been i n  a form l i k e  t h i s .  I j u s t  don ' t  know. 

Q. Right. This ,  of course,  was required by di ­
v i s ion ,  a s  you can see. Then t h e  rest of t he  e x h i b i t  goes 
ou t  t o  t h e  Task Force Barker and t o  the  1/20 Infan t ry  
requir ing them t o  submit repor t s .  

A. Right. 

Q I have here two repor t s  submitted i n  compliance 
with t h i s .  One i s  a combat ac t ion  repor t ,  Exhibi t  R-12 ,  of 
24 March, covering t h e  ac t ion  of 23 February; I have here  
another one, which has been entered i n t o  the  record a s  R-2. 
This covers the  ac t ion  of 1 6  March 1968, i n t o  t h e  area  which 
w e  a r e  discussing.  

(Witness received and reviewed the  documents.) 

A. I would normally see  these ,  sir.  I t ' s  according 
t o  when they got  up t o  d iv i s ion ,  but  I have a f e e l i n g  I would 
have seen them, and I know t h i s  would have gone i n t o  t h e  
qua r t e r ly  a f t e r  ac t ion  repor t  of d ivis ion.  I would have 
seen evidence of these ,  I ' m  sure .  We don ' t  know when t h i s  
go t  there ,  do we? 

Q. No, I don ' t .  I wish I d id  know when it got  there .  

A. Oh, I see. I t  wasn't  marked. I see. 
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Q *  We might ask you some ques t ions  about those logs  
up t h e r e  a f t e r  a while  too.  

A. A l l  r i g h t ,  s i r ,  f i n e .  I d i d  s e e  t h e s e  a s  t h e  G3, 
sir, and I probably d i d  see  these .  I j u s t  c a n ' t  remember t h a t  
I ' m  looking a t  t h e  exact  documents, sir.  

One of t h e  th ings  t h a t  you've i n d i c a t e d  is t h a tQ e  
  


with t h i s  kind of  a r e p o r t  upon it, what one might cons ider  
it a h igh ly  e f f e c t i v e  opera t ion ,  t h a t  it would f a l l  i n t o  your 
q u a r t e r l y  r e p o r t .  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q W e  have reviewed t h e  q u a r t e r l y  r e p o r t  and f i n d  no 
mention of it. 

A.  That 's t e r r i b l e .  

W e l l ,  of course ,  we then wondered why t h i s  was n o t  
included.  

A. I have no knowledge t h a t  it wasn ' t  i n  t h e r e  o r  
why o r  anything l i k e  t h a t .  No i n t e n t ,  I d o n ' t  t h i n k ,  no t  
t o  p u t  it i n  t h e r e .  

Q. A t  t h i s  time t h i s  was t h e  most success fu l  opera ­
t i o n  t h a t  t h e  11 th  Brigade had had, s o  from a numerical p o i n t  
of view, it could be considered very success fu l .  

A .  Y e s ,  sir,  and very s i g n i f i c a n t .  

Q. But you d o n ' t  r e c a l l  o t h e r  than  you normally would 
have seen t h i s  r e p o r t  when it came i n ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir,  I ' m  su re .  

Q. You ' l l  n o t i c e  t h e  l a s t  paragraph, a c t u a l l y  t h e  l a s t  
two paragraphs,  15 and 16. 

A,  Yes, sir.  I doubt whether I saw t h e s e  o r  not .  They 
d o n ' t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  r i n g  a b e l l ,  b u t  I could have. 

Q. To t h e  uneducated, t h e s e  might n o t  have much meaning. 

A. Yes, sir. 
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Q- But t o  ourse lves ,  wi th  what we know of t h e  s i t u a t i o n ,  
it has p a r t i c u l a r  meaning. We got  on t h i s  ques t ion  of  f i n d i n g  
t h e s e  documents. Would you t e & l  us how you handled t h e  documents 
i n  t h e  G3 shop? 

A. Documents of t h i s  n a t u r e ,  s i r ?  

Q Yes, t h a t ' s  r i g h t .  Were they  logged i n ?  How were 
they f i l e d ,  and were t h e  f i l e s  c leansed p e r i o d i c a l l y ?  

A .  Things of t h i s  na tu re  could come i n t o  t h e  opera t ions  
cen te r .  They probably would come i n t o  my deputy,  who sat 
r i g h t  next  t o  me i n  t h a t  l i t t l e  shack we had down t h e r e .  I ' m  
su re  t h a t  we were logging them i n .  I c a n ' t  remember e x a c t l y  
what t h e  log  looked l i k e  and s o  f o r t h .  But I had some people 
who were supposed t o  be doing t h a t  f o r  me, and I f e l t  l i k e  
they were doing it for me, 

Q. Well, wi th  s p e c i f i c  r e fe rence  t o  t h i s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
t h e  28th r e p o r t ,  we have never been a b l e  t o  f i n d  a copy of 
t h a t  a t  d i v i s i o n .  This  copy came o u t  of t h e  f i l e s  of t h e  11 th  
Brigade. So a s  a consequence we j u s t  s o r t  of ran i n t o  a b l i n d  
a l l e y  t h e r e .  While you were t h e r e ,  d i d  they  have any reduc­
t i o n s  of t h e  f i l e s  o r  c leaning  of t h e  f i l e s ,  o r  d i d  they  
have an I G  in spec t ion?  

A .  W e  had an I G  in spec t ion .  I t h i n k  it was about 
t h e  time General GETTYS got  t h e r e .  I guess a l i t t l e  before .  
I ' m  not  exac t ly  s u r e  when. But t h e r e  was no p a r t i c u l a r  c leans ­
ing  of t h e  f i l e s  t h a t  I know of .  

Q Sometimes, you pick out  anything,  a s ide  from 
what they needed s p e c i f i c a l l y  f o r  t h e  16, and they  e i t h e r  
a r e  thrown ou t  o r  r e t i r e d .  O 

A .  Y e s ,  s i r ,  b u t  I didn ' t give  any i n s t r u c t i o n s  
l i k e  t h a t  t o  my people.  I wouldn't  do t h a t ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
t o  combat f i l e s .  

Q W e l l ,  we ' re  n o t  through searching  f o r  t h i s  y e t .  
We may j u s t  f i n d  it, 

A.  Good. 

Q. Did you hea r  any t a l k i n g  around t h e  divisio:k 
headquarters  by Colonel TREXLER, f o r  example; by t h e  G5, 
ANISTRANSKI; o r  QUALLS, t h e  G 1 ;  o r  by t h e  ch ie f  of s t a f f ,  
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Colonel PARSON, about anything which may have ind ica ted  t h a t  
something unusual took p lace  down i n  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  wi th  
Task Force Barker. This  may have r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  burning of 
some hootches,  houses,  OT hamlets,  o r  t h e  unnecessary o r  
ind i sc r imina te  k i l l i n g  of c i v i l i a n s ,  e i t h e r  by a r t i l l e r y ,  
gunships,  o r  by ground t roops  o r  g e t t i n g  caught  i n  a  cross ­
f i r e ,  anything of t h a t  na tu re?  

A.  No, sir. Let  m e  expla in  my answer a l i t t l e  b i t .  
When I f i r s t  heard t h a t  they had an a c t i o n  down t h e r e  I was 
up a t  Baldy. W e  were on t h e  t r a i l  of a u n i t ,  s o  w e  were 
r a t h e r  busy. But my immediate r e a c t i o n ,  when you hea r  a 
l a r g e  body count  and you d o n ' t  g e t  a l o t  of weapons, was 
t o  s o r t  of wonder. Af te r  I l e f t  t h e  b a t t a l i o n ,  went on 
R&R,  came back, and took over  my d u t i e s  I never r e a l l y  
heard any p a r t i c u l a r  mention of it. I t h i n k  t h a t  Colonel 
TREXLER continued t o  b r i e f  t h e  a c t i o n ,  however. There 
were no i n s i n u a t i o n s  of th ings  of t h a t  n a t u r e  t o  my know­
ledge ,  sir ,  and I l i v e d  wi th  Colonel TREXLER f o r  about 
3 months i n  a house up t h e r e .  

1 	 	 Q. You'd never heard anything about t h e  weapons count ,  
o r  you'd never hsard  any s o r t  of derogatory  comments concern­
i n g ,  "You g o t  t h a t  b i g  body count ,  bu t  h e l l ,  a l o t  of  them 
were women and ch i ld ren"?  

A .  U 5 3 ?  I d F d n S t  hear  t h a t ,  b u t  when my S3 and I heard 
about it, and I d o n ' t  know i f  we heard about it from Colonel 
GELLING. Of course ,  we d i d n ' t  hear  about it r i g h t  away. I would 
say w e  probably heard a b o ~ tit 3 o r  4 days l a t e r  when we were 
about 70  mi les  away and s o  f o r t h .  I would say t h a t  my S3 and 
I s o r t  of jus t - - I  remember we s o r t  of looked a t  each o t h e r  and 
s a i d ,  "That ' s  a l o t  of bodies  and n o t  many weapons." So t h a t  
was t h e  r e a c t i o n .  

Q 	 Did you ever  hear  of any i n v e s t i g a t i o n  being con­
ducted of something t h a t  may have t r a n s p i r e d  down i n  t h i s  
a rea?  

A. Not t o  my knowledge, sir. Maybe I should have, b u t  
I ' m  s t i l l  j u s t  t r y i n g  t o  r e c a l l .  

Q I ' l l  show you a document and s e e  i f  you can r e c a l l  
any p a r t  of it. 

1 A .  Okay, sir. 
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Q. I have h e r e ,  Colonel BAXLEY, a document which has  
been entered  i n t o  t h e  record  a s  R-1 ,  dated 2 4  A p r i l  1968, 
s u b j e c t :  "Report of I n v e s t i g a t i o n , "  t o  t h e  Commanding General, 
America1 Divis ion ,  from Colonel HENDERSON, Commanding O f f i c e r  
of t h e  11th  Brigade. I would ask you t o  check t h e  b a s i c  
document i t s e l f ,  which is about a page and a h a l f  long? 

(Witness received and reviewed t h e  document.) 

A. I know I should have probably seen  t h i s ,  s i r ,  
being t h e  G3. I f e e l  s o r t  of bad no t  having t o t a l  r e c a l l ,  
and I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  I saw t h i s  r e p o r t .  

Q Now, t a k e  a look a t  t h e  f i r s t  i n c l o s u r e ,  i f  you
w i l l ,  which i s  a s ta tement  dated 1 4  Apr i l  1968. T h a t ' s  j u s t  
a one page s ta tement .  Do you ever  r e c a l l  s ee ing  t h a t  p i e c e  
of paper? 

A. I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  I d i d ,  s i r ,  no. 

Q Our understanding is  t h a t  t h i s  p i e c e  of paper ,
p l u s  t h e  p i e c e  of paper t h a t ' s  underneath i t ,  came t o  t h e  
d i v i s i o n  before  t h i s  r e p o r t  was submitted.  Then subsequently 
t h i s  r e p o r t  was submitted a t t a c h i n g  t h e s e  two a s  w e l l ,  s o  you 
could have seen t h a t  paper ,  o r  you could have seen a l l  
t h r e e  of t h e n  togethsr i n  L A & =  -----&'"- form.  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. Now, I ' d  ask you t o  t ake  a look a t  t h e  second 
inc losure .  

A. A l l  r i g h t .  These words I can remember from some­
where, e i t h e r  a newspaper o r  a r e p r i n t  of The S t a r s  and St r ipes ;  
I ' m  no t  s u r e  where. But you mean i n  t h i s  form? Is t h a t  what , /  

you a r e  saying? 

Q .  What I ' m  concerned about i s  whether o r  n o t  a t  
t h a t  time you saw them, o r  whether o r  not  you ' r e  hear inu  
something t h a t  may have been ind ica ted  i n  t h e  newspape?, o r  
something of t h a t  na tu re?  
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i t ' s  a Communist theme. I d o n ' t  know, sir ,  i f  I r e a l l y  s a w  
it.a t  t h a t  time. 

Q Did you ever  s e e  anything l i k e  t h i s  second 
paragraph on t h e  second page, f o r  example? 

A. Not, sir, t o  my remembrance. I wish I could 
be of more he lp .  

Q- W e l l ,  i t ' s  conceivable t h a t  you might n o t  have 
seen it. 

A.  I ' m  s t r u g g l i n g  t o  remember, s ir ,  r e a l l y .  

Q. I have h e r e ,  Colonel BAXLEY, another  document 
which w e  have entered  i n t o  t h e  record  a s  Exh ib i t  M-35. 
This  i s  n o t  propaganda. This i s  a n o t i c e  from t h e  Quang 
Ngai Nat ional  1 , ibe ra t ion  Front  Committee, da ted  28 March 
1968. This i s  t h e  Vietnamese ve r s ion ,  and on t o p  of it is  
t h e  English t r a n s l a t i o n .  I would ask you f i r s t  t o  look a t  
t h e  Vietnamese ve r s ion  t o  see i f  you've ever  by chance seen  
t h i s  document. 

(Witness received and reviewed t h e  documents.) 

A .  I d o n ' t  t h ink  I have, s ir .  

Q. Well, b u t  you might read t h e  document proper.  

A .  I t h i n k  I would have remembered, sir,  i f  I had 
seen anything t h a t  s a i d  500 c i v i l i a n s  w e r e  k i l l e d  over  t h e r e  
while  I was t h e r e .  I know I ' d  remember t h a t ,  because t h a t ' s  
more s i g n i f i c a n t  than many th ings  t h a t  happened. Do you want 
m e  t o  read t h e  whole document, s i r ?  

Q. You might j u s t  glance through it. I t ' s  j u s t  a 
ques t ion  of a s c e r t a i n i n g  whether o r  n o t  you saw t h i s  document. 

A.  No, sir. I d i d n ' t  see it, p a r t i c u l a r l y  looking 
a t  what t h e y ' r e  saying t h e r e .  I d i d  n o t  s e e  t h i s  document, 
I ' m  su re .  Things l i k e  beheaded bodies  and t h i n g s  of t h a t  
n a t u r e ,  I ' m  s u r e  t h a t  would have made an impression on me. 
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Q e  Did you ever  hear  of a  v i l l a g e  ch ie f  from a  
v i l l a g e  i n  c e n t r a l  Quang Ngai he re ,  Son My V i l l a g e ,  submit ­
t i n g  a r e p o r t  t o  a  d i s t r i c t  ch ie f  concerning unnecessary 
k i l l i n g  of women and ch i ld ren?  

A.  No, sir ,  n o t  t h a t  I know o f .  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  any 
of t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f s .  I knew t h e  ones I ' v e  a s s o c i a t e d  wi th  
a s  a  b a t t a l i o n  commander o r  a s  a  G3. 

Q- Actual ly ,  we ' re  t a l k i n g  about the  v i l l a g e  ch ie f  
of Son My submit t ing a r e p o r t  toward t h e  end of March t o  t h e  
d i s t r i c t  ch ie f  of Son Tinh D i s t r i c t ?  

A. That t h i s  happened? 

Q. Yes. I ' m  j u s t  checking t o  s e e  i f  you'd ever  had 
any b i t  of information concerning such a r e p o r t  t h a t  t h i s  
v i l l a g e  chief  had made t o  t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f ?  

A.  Not t h a t  I can r e c a l l ,  sir. 

Q. Did you ever  hear  of another  r e p o r t  from t h e  
d i s t r i c t  ch ief  t o  t h e  province ch ie f  with an i n f o  t o  t h e  
2d ARVN Divis ion  commander concerning American a c t i o n  o u t  
i n  t h i s  a r e a ?  

A. I n  March, i n  t h i s  a rea?  

Q- Yes. This  would have taken p lace  i n  l a t e  March, 
e a r l y  Apr i l .  

A. The same inc iden t?  

Q. Same. 
 
 

A. Not t h a t  I can r e c a l l ,  sir.  I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  t h i n k  
hard,  b u t  n o t  t h a t  I can r e c a l l .  

Q. Did General KOSTER ever  t a l k  t o  you o r  d i d  you 
ever  hear  him t e l l  o t h e r  people about h i s  t r i p  t o  t a l k  t o  
General TOAN, o r  General TOAN coming t o  see  him and t e l l i n g  
General KOSTER t h a t  he had some information concerning some 
unusual a c t i v i t i e s  i n  t h i s  a r e a  t h a t  he was going t o  conduct 
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an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and he would ask General KOSTER t o  a l s o  
  

conduct an i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  
  


A .  No, sir.  I f  I may shed a l i t t l e  l i g h t  on how I 
operated wi th  General KOSTER and General GETTYS. With General 
KOSTER, I was mostly an i n s i d e  G3 and n o t  p r ivy  t o  a l o t  of 
th ings  t h e  genera l  d id .  With General GETTYS, it was t h e  
oppos i te .  I w a s  s o r t  of r i g h t  with him a l l  t h e  time. And 
I d o n ' t  mean anything about t h e s e  remarks. I t ' s  j u s t  t h e  
method of opera t ing .  General GETTYS was new and s o  he wanted 
m e  around. Of course ,  I came i n  new and General KOSTER had 
been t h e r e  a long t i m e .  General KOSTER w a s  a l i t t l e  reserved 
and General GETTYS was d i f f e r e n t ,  t h a t ' s  a l l .  

Q- Did Colonel LEWIS, t h e  d i v i s i o n  chapla in ,  ever  
come over  t o  you and ask i f  you knew anything about a 
r e p o r t  of one of  t h e  p i l o t s  coming i n  and t a l k i n g  about 
h i s  conf ron ta t ion  wi th  American f o r c e s  down here?  This 
p i l o t  was t ak ing  o u t  a wounded boy and saying  t h e r e  were 
a l o t  of bodies ,  a l o t  of what he c a l l e d  unnecessary k i l l i n g  
of women and ch i ld ren?  

A .  I c a n ' t  remember an exac t  conversa t ion  along 
those  l i n e s  wi th  t h e  chapla in ,  sir.  

Q- Y e s .  

A.  I know t h e  chaplain.  W e  had two chap la ins ,  a s  a 
ma t t e r  of f a c t .  I th ink  we had two a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  or  l a t e r  on 
we had two l i e u t e n a n t  co lonels .  I c a n ' t  remember t h e  name of 
t h e  o t h e r  one. 

Q. Normally, you have a P r o t e s t a n t  chapla in  and a 
Ca tho l i c  chapla in .  I th ink  Colonel LEWIS was t h e  s e n i o r .  H e  
was t h e  d i v i s i o n  chapla in  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  

A .  H e  was a P r o t e s t a n t .  

Q Y e s .  Was t h e r e  any po l i cy  i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n  about 
n o t  t a l k i n g  about t h e s e  opera t ions  and c e r t a i n l y  n o t  g e t t i n g  
a l l  t h e s e  rumors s t a r t e d ,  t h i s ,  t h a t ,  and t h e  o t h e r  t h i n g ,  
p u t t i n g  a damper on t h a t  s o r t  of t a l k i n g  going on? 
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A.  NO, sir. There was a po l i cy ,  of course  no 
w r i t t e n  p o l i c y ,  and t o  my knowledge I was no t  t o l d  anything 
l i k e  t h a t .  I know t h a t  any t ime we would have something t h a t  
would happen, t h a t  a s o l d i e r  would do something t o  a c i v i l i a n  
o r  something, it was repor ted  and t h e  man was cour t -mar t ia led .  
I remember an i n c i d e n t  where t h e  1/52 I n f a n t r y ,  sometime i n  
May o r  Apr i l  involv ing  a company commander. They were given 
a genera l  cour t -mar t i a l ;  it w a s  publ ic ized .  I d o n ' t  know 
t h e  outcome of t h a t ,  General. 

Q Is t h a t  t h e  case  t h a t  took p lace  i n  June and it 
had t o  do with- ­

A. ( In te rpos ing)  A rape/murder I t h i n k ,  I ' m  n o t  
sure .  But I t h i n k  it was men of t h e  1/52 In fan t ry .  A c a p t a i n  
I b e l i e v e  was involved i n  t h a t  a s  we l l  a s  some e n l i s t e d  men. 

Q Yes. An i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f f i c e r  was designated? 

A.  Y e s .  I r e a l l y  wasn ' t  a p a r t  of it, b u t  I knew 
it was going on. I th ink  before  I l e f t  i n  October 1968, they  
had even s t a r t e d  t h e  cour t -mar t ia l .  I th ink  t h e  judge came 
up from down south.  

And when t h i s  t h i n g  broke i n  the  papers ,  I was 
th ink ing  about t h i s  and j u s t  t h a t  ques t ion  you asked me, 
numerous l i t t l e  th ings  l i k e  t h a t  they  a r e  n o t  t r y i n g  t o  
hide.  Murder and rape a r e  n o t  l i t t l e ,  b u t  i t ' s  one of t h e  
happenings. 

Q. M r .  MACCRATE? 

MR MACCRATE: Colonel BAXLEY, I have he re  t h e  America1 
Divis ion Operat ional  Report of Lessons Learned from t h e  
period 1 February 1968 t o  30 Apr i l  1968. 

(This document was l a t e r  received i n  evidence and 
marked Exh ib i t  R-24.) 

I n  t h e  G 3  p o r t i o n  of t h i s  r e p o r t  you w i l l  f i n d  
Operation Muscatine reviewed on page 35. I would l i k e  you 
t o  examine t h a t  r e p o r t  i n  t h e  l i g h t  of Exh ib i t  R-2 ,  which 
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Major LYNN w i l l  f u r n i s h  t o  you. 

(Witness rece ived  t h e  documents. ) 

R-2 is t h e  a b s t r a c t  r e p o r t  which you examined 
before .  P lease  i n d i c a t e  i f  t h a t  r e f reshes  your r e c o l l e c t i o n  
a t  a l l  as  t o  t h e  p repara t ion  of t h e  q u a r t e r l y  r e p o r t ?  You 
w i l l  f i n d  t h i s  opera t ion  compressed i n t o  one sentence.  And 
anything t h a t  t h i s  br ings  back t o  you of what may have been 
s a i d  which l e d  t o  i t  seems almost a p lay ing  down of what 
was a h ighly  s i g n i f i c a n t  operat ion? 

(The wi tness  reviewed t h e  documents.) 

A. No, s ir ,  I have no r e a l  answer f o r  you t h e r e .  It 
seems l i k e  it should have g o t t e n  a much b igger  p lay  than  t h a t ,  
n a t u r a l l y .  L e t ' s  see ,  may I look a t  t h e s e  o t h e r  opera t ions?  

Q Y e s ,  indeed. I would assume t h a t  it w a s  p u t
toge the r  under your supervis ion .  

A. Yes, sir.  A l o t  of people had a hand i n  i t ,  but  
I reviewed t h i s ,  I ' m  s u r e .  This i s  probably my f a u l t  i f  
itts down i n  t h i s  form. I w a s  looking back, as  an example, 
from my own personal  knowledge i n  Wheeler-Wallowa. Here i s  
one sentence:  "On 11 March 1968, elements of  t h e  196th 
In fan t ry  Brigade, which was t h e  1 / 6  I n f a n t r y ,  r epor ted  heavy 
con tac t  t h e r e  on t h e  2 1 s t  and 22nd. Elements of t h e  196th 
and 1st  Squadron of t h e  1st Cav," and I w a s  o p e r a t i n g  i n  
conjunct ion with them over by t h e  coas t .  "Were engaged 
southwest of Hoi An," and s o  f o r t h .  Well, we k i l l e d  about 
118,  and on t h e  22d, I t h i n k  was when we d i d  it. And on t h e  
2 1 s t  I th ink  t h e  Cav over  on t h e  coas t  k i l l e d  about 110 o r  
something l i k e  t h a t .  We got  about 36 weapons. I ' m  not  s u r e  
how many we got .  Of course ,  t h a t  probably should have been 
b u i l t  up t o o ,  i s  what I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  say ,  s i r .  I t ' s  probably 
no t  a very good answer, b u t  t h a t  was s i g n i f i c a n t .  

I0: . You were saying? 

I t  w a s  s o r t  of condensed. 

One i s n '  t s i n g l e d  o u t  f o r  condensation. 
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A. No, sir.  I know t h a t  very we l l ,  having been t h e r e ,  
you know, f o r  t h e  opera t ion .  To me I d o n ' t  t h i n k  i t ' s  been 
s ing led  o u t ,  s ir ,  because here  over  200 were k i l l e d  i n  2 
days by two d i f f e r e n t  b a t t a l i o n s .  T h a t ' s  j u s t  my opin ion ,  
sir.  

MR MACCRATE: Colonel BAXLEY, s i n c e  r e t u r n i n g  t o  t h e  United 
S t a t e s  have you had occasion t o  t a l k  with o t h e r  former 
members of t h e  Americal Divis ion? 

A.  Yes, s i r .  

Q And have you had occasion t o  t a l k  about events  i n  
t h e  sp r ing  of 1968, p a r t i c u l a r l y  anything r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  
opera t ions  of Task Force Barker? 

A. W e l l ,  a f t e r  t h e  t h i n g  broke i n  t h e  newspaper, t h e  
only one t h a t  I r e a l l y  t a lked  t o  i n  d e t a i l  was wi th  Colonel 
BALMER about 5 minutes over  t h e  telephone. He c a l l e d  me about 
t h e  second week i n  December before  he came t o  t h i s  committee. 
That conversa t ion  was very genera l .  You know, " B i l l ,  can 
you remember a r e p o r t , "  and th ings  of t h i s  na tu re .  I t  l a s t e d  
f o r  about 5 minutes,  and t h a t  was it. He d i d  not  c a l l  me back, 
and I ' m  s u r e  he d i d n ' t ,  because he read your i n s t r u c t i o n s .  
I th ink  h e ' s  gone o u t  of t h e  a r e a .  I ' v e  t a l k e d  t o  some o t h e r s  
subsequent t o  t h a t .  I ' v e  t a lked  t o  Colonel TREXLER and t o  
Colonel KELLEY. They t o l d  me immediately t h a t  they  would n o t  
t a l k  about anything. They t o l d  m e  t o  r e l a x ,  t o  come i n  and 
t e s t i f y .  

Q During t h e  per iod  t h a t  you were t h e  G 3  of t h e  
Americal Divis ion ,  do you r e c a l l  sending t o  records  r e t e n t i o n  
any of t h e  r ecords  of t h e  d i v i s i o n ?  We're mindful of t h e  
f a c t  t h a t  t h e r e  should have been s u b s t a n t i a l l y  more addi ­
t i o n a l  m a t e r i a l  a t  t h e  d i v i s i o n  than  t h a t  which we've found 
when w e  were r e c e n t l y  t h e r e .  There is  a t  l e a s t  an i n d i c a t i o n  
t h a t  some m a t e r i a l s  must have been forwarded back f o r  
r e t e n t i o n .  We f i n d  it d i f f u c u l t  t o  t r a c e  any t r a n s m i t t a l .  W e  
wondered i f  you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of t h e  t r a n s m i t t i n g  of 
records back f o r  r e t e n t i o n ?  

A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t .  I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  t h i n k  hard about it. 
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I assume some of those  th ings  could have been done rou t ine ly .  
I had about e i g h t  majors working f o r  me, and I assumed maybe 
that they  might have done it. 

Q Did you have a h i s t o r i c a l  o f f i c e r ?  

A. I n  t h e  d i v i s i o n ?  

Q. Y e s .  

A. No, sir. That was over  under t h e  ch ie f  of s t a f f .  

Q Who was he? 

A .  L e t ' s  s e e ,  he  was a  c a p t a i n ,  I th ink .  I th ink  he 
w a s  r a t h e r  f a t .  

Q. I ' d  l i k e  t o  f i n d  h i s  name, because I ' d  l i k e  t o  
t a l k  t o  him f o r  j u s t  a l i t t l e  while? 

A. Yes, sir. I d o n ' t  know h i s  name. 

I0: W e l l ,  t h ink  r e a l  hard now, because I know i n  my 
own d i v i s i o n  t h a t  I had i n  1967, I had a r e a l  hard t ime put ­
t i n g  down t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  f a c t s .  I c r e a t e d  a  t a c t i a l  opera t ions  
group, no t  only  t o  p u l l  toge the r  t h e  h i s t o r y ,  b u t  a l s o  I was 
a g r e a t  exponent of small  u n i t  t a c t i c s .  So I had these  
people focused i n  on t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  th ing .  A s  a mat ter  of 
f a c t ,  I t h i n k  you know one of t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  I had up t h e r e  
i n i t i a l l y .  

A. Who was t h a t ?  

Q PETREE. 
A .  Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q - Y e s ,  because you i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  you replaced him 
on t h e  14th .  

A. I r e l i e v e d  him. Y e s ,  s ir ,  he was my sponsor. 

Q T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  He screamed and h o l l e r e d ,  b u t  t h a t ' s  
what he d i d  sometimes. But t h a t ' s  t h e  kind of i n d i v i d u a l  I 

APP T-206 
 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
 



I 

I 

d 

- -

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLYT 
put  on. I w a s  looking f o r  more than  h i s t o r y .  I was looking 
f o r  o p e r a t i o n a l  techniques,  and t h a t ' s  why I pu l l ed  i n  what 
I considered one of my b e s t  b a t t a l i o n  commanders t o  do t h a t  
job. H e  subsequently became t h e  G 3 .  

A .  Right ,  sir. L e t ' s  s e e ,  I have a s t r o n g  f e e l i n g  
t h a t  Major HILL would remember h i s  name. He worked f o r  t h e  
chief  of s t a f f ,  s i r ,  r i g h t  under h i s  wing. I remember 
ques t ioning  him. 

Q You mean i n  t h e  command bu i ld ing?  

A.  Y e s ,  s i r ,  w e l l ,  I th ink  he a l s o  had another  l i t t l e  
o f f i c e  somewhere when w e  were t h e r e .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  he was 
r i g h t  i n  t h e  command bu i ld ing .  

Q. Did you feed th ings  i n  t o  him? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  H e  would g e t  them mostly through my 
exec who had t h a t  r e l a t i o n s h i p  with him, and he would come 
t o  t h e  TOC t o  Colonel BENN, who was my opera t ions  o f f i c e r .  
I ' m  n o t  s u r e  of t h e  exact  se tup  we had, b u t  he was under 
t h e  ch ie f  of s t a f f ,  and I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  he sat i n  t h a t  
bu i ld ing .  I t h i n k  he was under t h e  c o n t r o l  of t h e  ch ie f  
of  s t a f f ,  and up u n t i l  t h e  t i m e  I l e f t  i n  October of 1968, 
I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h a t  r e l a t i o n s h i p  was changed. It  might have 
been changed l a t e r  on. 

Q - A s  you can s e e ,  w e  have t h e  problem of very 
cons iderable  import and very cons iderable  magnitude; 
important t o  t h e  11th Brigade; important t o  t h e  America1 
Divis ion;  important t o  a l l  of us i n  t h e  United S t a t e s  Army. 
A s  f a r  as I ' m  concerned, we 're  no t  going t o  leave  a s i n g l e  
s tone  unturned t o  t r y  t o  put  t h i s  whole s t o r y  t o g e t h e r ,  
and I can t e l l  you t h a t  w e  a l ready know a g r e a t  d e a l  of it. 
W e  d o n ' t  know everyth ing  by a long s h o t .  But you were i n  
a very c r i t i c a l  p o s i t i o n ,  where you should have had a 
g r e a t  d e a l  of knowledge. We h a v e n ' t  t o l d  you much here  
t h i s  a f te rnoon,  b u t  I w i l l  say t h a t  I would l i k e  you t o  
cont inue t o  th ink  about t h i s .  I f  anything comes t o  l i g h t  
based upon t h e  l i n e  of ques t ioning  we've had concerning 
what might have happened a t  My L a i ,  g e t  i n  touch wi th  us .  
I n  t h e  American channels you would hear  words l i k e  My La i  
and P i n k v i l l e ,  terminology which Americans use.  The 
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Vietnamese, on t h e  o t h e r  hand, and t h e  V i e t  Cong use an 
 
e n t i r e l y  d i f f e r e n t  s e t  of names f o r  t h e s e  var ious  p laces .  
Looking a t  t h i s ,  f o r  example, a s  you w i l l  n o t i c e  on t h e  U.S. 
map, Exh ib i t  MAP-1, t h i s  i s  r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  My La i  ( 4 ) ,  and h e r e  
i s  My La i  (5) . This i s n ' t  t h e  way t h e  Vietnamese know it a t  
a l l ,  because t o  them t h i s  is Tu Cung Hamlet, one of t h e  four  
hamlets i n  Son My Vi l lage .  And t h i s  hamlet Tu Cung, has 
f i v e  subhamlets: Thuan Yen, Binh Tay, Binh Dong, Trung Hoa, 
and Trung An, you see? 

A .  Y e s ,  sir.  

Q. Right ,  and h e r e ' s  another  one t h a t  may poss ib ly  
come t o  mind, Co Lay; Co Lay, (1), ( 2 )  , and (3) . 
A .  Y e s ,  sir. 

Q e  Another one i s  My Khe (3) , (1), ( 2 )  . It would 
h e l p  i f  by chance you can th ink  of any documents which i n  
your judgment might be  of a s s i s t a n c e  t o  us .  We recognize 
t h a t  you know a whole l o t  more about what those f i l e s  looked 
l i k e  i n  those  days than we do. I ' l l  be very hones t  wi th  you, 
t h e  f i l e s  of t h e  Americal Divis ion t h a t  they  r e t a i n e d  from 
t h a t  pe r iod ,  as far as reports are concerned and t h ings  of t h i s  
category,  a r e  almost n i l .  We can f i n d  copies  of d i r e c t i v e s ,  
b u t  t h e  important  th ings  w e  could n o t  f i n d  i n  t h e  f i l e s  of 
t h e  Americal Divis ion.  Why t h e y ' r e  no t  t h e r e ,  I ' m  n o t  
su re .  We're going t o  cont inue t o  look f o r  them i n  var ious  
p l a c e s ,  b u t  i f  you can t h i n k  of anything t h a t  would c a l l  
t o  mind something r e l a t e d  t o  something along about  he re ,  
we'd l i k e  t o  hea r  about t h a t ,  maps, photos,  anything t h a t  
w i l l  b e a r  upon it. 

A. May I ask you a ques t ion ,  s i r ?  

Q. Y e s ,  s ir .  W e l l ,  f i r s t ,  b e f o r e  we g e t  down t o  
ques t ions ,  would you mind looking a t  t h e  o f f i c e  of t h e  chief  
of s t a f f .  Here you have about 12 people i n  t h e  o f f i c e  of t h e  
chief  of s t a f f  here .  And h e r e  you have t h e  h i s t o r y  detachment. 

(The wi tness  w a s  shown t h e  Americal Divis ion  
  
o f f i c e r  r o s t e r  a s  of 15 A p r i l  1968, which was n o t  en tered  a s  
  
an e x h i b i t . )  
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A. May I look through t h e  chief  of s t a f f ?  

Q *  You c e r t a i n l y  may. 

A. No, t h e s e  two o f f i c e r s  were b r i e f e r s ,  c a r r i e d  i n  
t h e  chief  of s t a f f ' s  o f f i c e ,  b u t  we used them i n  t h e  TOC. 
KUECHENMEISTER and LOGAN, sir. 

Q. These were t h e  b r i e f e r s  f o r  t h e  G 2  and t h e  G3 
shops? 

A.  Yes, s i r .  We c a r r i e d  them t h e r e ,  s ir .  The ch ie f  
of s t a f f  l e t  us  use  those  two s l o t s .  The G 2  and G3 ran  t h e  
TOC toge the r .  We pooled our  resources  on b r i e f e r s .  

Q - What were t h e i r  names again ,  p lease?  
I 

A. KUECHENMEISTER, George P., s i r ,  c a p t a i n ,  Armor; 
and LOGAN, James A. LOGAN, Armor cap ta in ,  who is  now a major, 
I know because he l e f t  u s  and he went up t o  t h e  1/1 Cavalry 
Squadron. 

Q - Do you know where e i t h e r  of those a r e  now? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. A l l  r i g h t .  I want t o  ask you another  ques t ion  now, 
too.  Go r i g h t  ahead. Now check t h e  one down t h e r e  i n  t h e  
h i s t o r i c a l  detachment. 

A. I thought he was a c a p t a i n ,  b u t  it says  Major 
HINWOOD . 
Q. I s n ' t  t h e r e  another  c a p t a i n  l i s t e d  a t  t h e  top  of  
t h e  next  page? 

A.  HINWOOD, Major HINWOOD, and then c lub  s e c t i o n .  
suppose t h a t ' s  t h e  o f f i c e r s  c lub.  I ' m  no t  su re .  PORTA, 
Lieutenant  PORTA. Nobody e l s e  i s  mentioned, j u s t  one man. 

Q You might look through t h e r e  and s e e  i f  t h e r e ' s  
anybody e l s e  around t h e  headquar ters  o r  even i n  you shop t h a t  
you might have had over  t h e r e .  
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A. Y e s ,  I had two people,  s ir ,  t h a t  I put  s tock  i n  
and of h igh  i n t e g r i t y .  9ne of them is  here .  Before I came 
here ,  I thought  maybe it would be a good idea  t o  go and 
t a l k  t o  t h e s e  people and say,  "Okay now, can we remember 
what happened, s o  I can be i n t e l l i g e n t  when they ask me 
t h a t  ques t ion ."  Then I found ou t  t h a t  you d i d n ' t  want 
t h i s  done, s o  I d i d n ' t  do it. 

Q - Who were t h e s e  people and how long had they 
been i n  t h e  s e c t o r ?  

A. One was Major Butch SAINT. He's i n  Armor OPO. 
H e  was t h e r e  when I a r r i v e d .  He w a s  t h e  execut ive  o f f i c e r ,  
t h e  number two man. He had been t h e r e ,  I suppose, a t  l e a s t  
2 t o  3 months. H e  had been i n  t h e  1/1 Cav p r i o r  t o  t h a t  
and he l e f t  me about t h e  l a s t  of May 1968. He i s  a very 
knowledgeable i n d i v i d u a l  and would probably know a l o t  more 
than I know about r ecords ,  where they  were and t h e i r  d i s -  
pos i t ion .  Colonel BEN2 w a s  a major. H e  was my  ope ra t ions

I 	 	 o f f i c e r  and r a n  t h e  TOC, an outs tanding  man. H e  went t o  
Europe d i r e c t ,  and g o t  a b a t t a l i o n .  I h a v e n ' t  heard from 
him s i n c e ,  sir.  I d o n ' t  know i f  you know a l l  t h i s  informa­
t i o n  o r  n o t ,  s ir .  I wish I had them r i g h t  h e r e ,  because they  
sre very knowledgeable and were t h e r e  r i g h t  on t h a t  job 
whereas. I moved around a l o t .  Some th ings  I d i d n ' t  know 
bu t  those  two people r e a l l y  know t h e  G 3  shop from about 
February t o  about August. 

Q. That 	w i l l  be h e l p f u l .  

A. Y e s ,  sir. I t h i n k  t h e y ' r e  very knowledgeable. 

Q. And t h e s e  o t h e r  two were t h e  b r i e f e r s  f o r  you? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. I had some o t h e r s  t h a t  were b r i e f e r s .  
W e  w e r e  always l o s i n g  b r i e f e r s ,  ga in ing  them and l o s i n g  them. 

Q- Right  about t h i s  t ime,  however, they  were t h e  ones. 

A. I t h i n k  so.  

MR MACCRATE: That i s  dated 15 A p r i l  ( r e f e r r i n g  t o  America1 
Divis ion o f f i c e r  r o s t e r . )  
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A .  Okay. KUECHENMEISTER was a morning b r i e f e r .  
  
That meant he  worked a t  n igh t .  I ' m  not  pronouncing t h a t  
  
r i g h t ,  sir,  b u t  i t ' s  on t h i s  page. LOGAN, Major LOGAN now, 
 
was an evening b r i e f e r .  That was t h e  1700 b r i e f i n g ,  sir. 
 

10: Yes. 

A. May I .look through t h e  G3 s e c t i o n ?  

Q. You c e r t a i n l y  may. 

A. This  gentleman's name is  Crosbie E.  SAINT, and 
i t ' s  Clark H .  B-E-N-N, Corps of Engineers. I n  t h e  G 2  s e c t i o n  
Colonel TEXLER had another  b r i e f e r ,  Captain ORELL, Se th  R . ,  
I n fan t ry .  I ' d  say he l e f t  probably sometime i n  June. 

Q. W e  d o n ' t  need anyone a f t e r  t h a t .  

A. Those were, I t h i n k ,  t h e  t h r e e  main b r i e f e r s .  I n  
f a c t ,  ORELL b r i e f e d  every evening b r i e f i n g ,  because he was s o  
good, and I b e l i e v e  LOGAN and KUECHENMEISTER a l t e r n a t e d  t h e  
morning b r i e f i n g  from t h e  n i g h t ' s  work, from t h e  n i g h t  
before.  

Q I£' h e ' s  a good b r i e f e r ,  h e ' s  probably g o t  a good 
memory? 

A. He was good. Hewas outs tanding .  Then he went 
t o  g e t  a company. I hope h e ' s  a l l  r i g h t .  I h a v e n ' t  heard 
from him s i n c e ,  because I l e f t  i n  October and he was s t i l l  
i n  t h e  f i e l d .  

Q. That w i l l  be h e l p f u l  f o r  us.  Are you f i n i s h e d  
looking t h e r e ?  W e  g o t  t h e  name of HINWOOD. Does t h a t  r i n g  
a b e l l ?  

A. I t  d o e s n ' t  r i n g  a b e l l .  

Q. J u s t  about t h e  time somebody would g e t  i n t o  a 
job and you thought you knew him, you'd go back t o  say 
h e l l o  t o  him t h e  next  day, and he wasn ' t  t h e r e .  He'd e i t h e r  
gone o u t  t o  t a k e  a u n i t ,  o r  he had gone home, o r  he had been 
s h o t ,  o r  something would happen, he 'd  have malar ia .  
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A .  I had e i g h t  majors and e i g h t  c a p t a i n s ,  and I know 
I turned over almost one and a h a l f  t imes i n  6 months. 

MR MACCRATE: How about Richard J. ARMOUR? I ' m  looking i n  t h e  
15 August America1 Divis ion o f f i c e r  r o s t e r .  (The r o s t e r  was 
not  admitted i n t o  evidence a s  an e x h i b i t . )  I t  ind ica ted  t h a t  
he took over  a s  h i s t o r i a n  17 Apr i l  1968. 

A .  T h a t ' s  who I knew, then.  

I0: T h a t ' s  t h e  one we ' re  looking f o r  then? 

A. Y e s ,  h e ' s  a cap ta in .  

MR MACCRATE: I t  says  major/captain.  

A. T h a t ' s  au thor ized/ac tua l .  The f i r s t  one i s  auth ­
o r ized .  T h a t ' s  who it is .  

I 0: I ' l l  be wai t ing  f o r  him t o  come i n .  I a l ready 
g o t  a d e s c r i p t i o n .  Now l e t  me ask you something? 

A.  yes ,  sir. 

Q =  Do you ever  r e c a l l  a s i t u a t i o n  such a s  t h i s  ever  
coming t o  your a t t e n t i o n ?  One of your b r i e f e r s  o r  one of TREXLER's 
b r i e f e r s  may have gone over t o  one of t h e  a v i a t i o n  b a t t a l i o n s ,  
which I understand your people d i d  p e r i o d i c a l l y  t o  b r i e f  
  
them on opera t ions  throughout t h e  d i v i s i o n .  
  

A. No, b u t  I had a d a i l y  r e l a t i o n s h i p  wi th  t h e  avi-  
a t o r s ,  s i r ,  because i n  t h e  TOC they  had a s e c t i o n  t h e r e .  The 
funct ion  of t h e s e  o f f i c e r s  was t o  make s u r e  t h a t  t h e  two 
a v i a t i o n  b a t t a l i o n s  were w e l l  up on everyth ing  t h a t ' s  happening 
operations-wise o r  a i r c ra f t - a l loca t ion-wise  o r  a i r  s t r i k e s ,  
t h e  whole th ing .  We normally had a major and a c a p t a i n  i n  
t h e r e  on duty from t h e  a v a i t i o n  people. 

Who was your a v i a t i o n  o f f i c e r  a t  t h a t  time? Q e  
  
  

A.  HOLLADAY, sir. 

Q. H e  was a l s o  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  commander, i f  I ' m  n o t  
mistaken. 
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A. Yes, sir, of t h e  123d, b u t  n o t  of t h e  14th .  Every 
af ternoon a t  1600, unless  I was caught o u t ,  I s p e n t  1 hour 
having people come by m e  who were going t o  b r i e f  and make 
s u r e  t h a t  they  knew what they were going t o  say.  Al loca t ion  
of a i r c r a f t  f o r  t h e  n e x t c d a y l s  opera t ion  was under General  
KOSTER. This was done a ? t e r  we l e f t  the  main b r i e f i n g  aE 
1700 and went over t o  t h e  s p e c i a l  b r i e f i n g  i n  h i s  o f f i c e ,  
and he approved a l l  t h a t .  

Q You d i d  have t h i s  very c l o s e  working r e l a t i o n s h i p  
with your a v i a t i o n  o f f i c e r  and your deputy a v i a t i o n  o f f i c e r ?  

A. Yes, t h e  execut ive  of t h a t  b a t t a l i o n ,  yes ,  s ir .  

Q And what was h i s  name? Was he t h e  execut ive  of  
t h e  b a t t a l i o n ?  

A. No, he  wasn ' t ,  s ir ,  no. He was a major. H e  w a s  
a blackheaded major, about 6 f e e t  t a l l ,  very personable.  

Q. May he n o t  be l i s t e d  t h e r e ?  

A. Yes, s ir .  I t h i n k  h i s  name was RECTOR, sir. 

Q. RECTOR? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  Major Zane K .  RECTOR, R-E-C-T-0-R, 
A r t i l l e r y ,  A s s i s t a n t  Divis ion  Aviat ion O f f i c e r  was h i s  t i t l e .  
He was n o t  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  exec,  r i g h t .  That was a Major 
LANGSTON, I th ink .  I s m  t r y i n g  t o  th ink  who h i s  a s s i s t a n t  w a s .  
Do you want t h a t ?  He had a  c a p t a i n ,  I th ink .  H e  w a s  a p r e t t y  
knowledgeable person, 

Q - The 14 th  Aviat ion B a t t a l i o n  was n o t  o rgan ic  t o  
you? 

A. No, sir.  

Q That was a  s e p a r a t e  one? 

A. It was a t t ached .  The 123d was organic?  Yes, sir. 
I t  d i d n ' t  look l i k e  an organic  b a t t a l i o n ,  because we made an 
aero-scout company, s i r ,  o u t  of B Company. A Company w a s  
i n t a c t ,  b u t  B Company was made an aero-scout company. 
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Q - L e t ' s  come back t o  t h i s  b r i e f i n g  t h a t  I was t a l k ­
ing about a l i t t l e  while  ago. Your people had t h i s  very c l o s e  
working r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t ?  t h e s e  a v i a t i o n  people,  a t  t h e  TOC 
l eve l?  But you a l s o  wanted t o  keep t h e  a v i a t i o n  people in ­
formed of what was going on? Did t h i s  a l s o  apply down t o  t h e  
p i l o t s  wi th in  t h e  o rgan iza t ion  and t h e  crews? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  I ' m  s u r e  it d i d ,  because t h e s e  people 
  
would v i s i t  j u s t  cons tan t ly  and keep people informed. 
 

Q. W e  understand t h a t  a t  some time somebody from 
e i t h e r  t h e  G 2  o r  t h e  G 3  shop went down t o  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  t o  
b r i e f  t h e  personnel  t h e r e .  To recount  t h e  s t o r y ,  when they 
got t o  t h e  p a r t  about t h i s  opera t ion  i n t o  t h e  Son My they 
c i t e d  t h e  f i g u r e s  of  128; t h e r e  was a l o t  Of guffaw and 
hooting and h o l l e r i n g .  They j u s t  i n d i c a t e d  d i s b e l i e f ,  t h a t ,  
"That i s n ' t  c o r r e c t , "  t o  t h e  p o i n t  where t h e  s e n i o r  o f f i c e r  
present  had t o  g e t  up and t e l l  them t o  q u i e t  down and, " L e t ' s  
not  have any more t a l k i n g  l i k e  t h i s  going on." 

A. I c a n ' t  remember t h a t  exac t  i n c i d e n t ,  sir.  

Q- I j u s t  wondered i f  anybody had repor ted  it t o  you? 

A 
n. N 9 t  t h a t  I cac remember. I t h i n k  hard about it 
and come back and t a l k  about i t ?  

Q- Y e s .  This  becomes somewhat germane t o  us ,  because 
w e  know g e n e r a l l y  how much was known i n  t h e  123d Aviat ion 
Ba t t a l ion .  

A- Y e s ,  sir. We had a very c l o s e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  with 
them i n  our  TOC. I d i d n ' t  s e e  them every day t o  t a l k  t o  each 
of them i n d i v i d u a l l y  about everyth ing  t h a t  went on. 

Q. Did you ever  s i t  down and t a l k  t o  HOLLADAY f o r  
any length?  Do you know what I mean? J u s t  shoot ing  t h e  b u l l ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q. Did he  ever  t e l l  you about anything l i k e  t h a t ?  

A- Not t h a t  I can r e c a l l ,  s i r ,  except  t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  
t i m e  I heard about  it, I remember it was a l o t  of bodies  and 
no t  many weapons. I remember t h a t  d i s t i n c t l y .  I heard t h a t  
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a s  a b a t t a l i o n  commander, and then  maybe it was mentioned two 
o r  t h r e e  t imes l a t e r  on. I n  Apr i l  and May I was a busy G3. 
I ' d  been t h e r e  j u s t  a few days when we had t o  move t h e  196th 
Brigade t o  t h e  Camp EVANS i n  t h e  Phong Dien a r e a .  

Q. How c l o s e  were you t o  General YOUNG? 

A. I knew General YOUNG very w e l l ,  s ir .  I ' d  go ou t  
with him perhaps maybe once a week, may once every 10  days. 

Q Did he ever  t e l l  you anything went wrong down 
t h e r e ,  wi th  Colonel HENDERSON looking i n t o  it, t r y i n g  t o  
f i n d  o u t  what happened? 

A. Not t h a t  I can r e c a l l .  He may have s a i d  t h a t  
they  were looking i n t o  it, b u t  I j u s t  c a n ' t  r e c a l l  any spe­
c i f i c  conversa t ion  t h a t  w e  had. When I f i r s t  heard about it, 
probably 3 o r  4 days a f t e r  t h e  a c t i o n  which w a s  when I was up 
a t  Baldy t h a t  I remember, I s o r t  of r a i s e d  t h e  eyebrows and 
s a i d ,  "Well, you d i d n ' t  g e t  many weapons." I d o n ' t  know i f  
General YOUNG t o l d  us t h i s  o r  General GALLOWAY o r  Colonel 
GELLING. I c a n ' t  remember e x a c t l y  who t o l d  us t h a t .  We were 
p r e t t y  busy o u t  t h e r e .  

Q. You a l s o  go t  a copy of t h e  d i v i s i o n  News Sheet ,  
d i d n ' t  you, which provided you t h i s  kind of information? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. Do you have anything f u r t h e r ,  M r .  MACCRATE? W e l l ,  
i f  anything does come t o  mind, Colonel BAXLEY, p l e a s e  g e t  i n  
touch wi th  us.  

A. Y e s ,  sir,  I c e r t a i n l y  w i l l .  And I ' m  s u r e  you d o n ' t  
want me t o  s e e  Major SAINT o r  anybody l i k e  t h a t ?  

Q - Well, no, you d o n ' t  have t o  see  him. We' l l  t a k e  
c a r e  of t h a t .  

A. Y e s ,  sir,  

Q .  You had a ques t ion  t h a t  you wanted t o  address  us. 
I was going t o  g ive  you an oppor tuni ty  t o  ask any ques t ions  
t h a t  you wanted, o r  i f  you wanted t o ,  i f  you'd c a r e  t o ,  t o  
e n t e r  a s ta tement  i n t o  t h e  record.  
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A.  I ' v e  f e r g o t t e n  t .hat  s p e c i f i c  ques t ion  I was t a l k ­
i ng  about.  I would l i k e  t o  e n t e r  a s ta tement ,  s i r ,  i f  I may. 
AS you know , i n  combat over t h e r e  you d o n ' t  work f o r  one man 
a long t ime. You go from boss t o  boss .  But I would l i k e  t o  
s t a t e  t h a t  I th ink  t h a t  t h e r e  was an awful l o t  of i n t e g r i t y  
i n  t h e  America1 ~ i v i s i o n ,and t h a t ' s  from t h e  commanding 
general r i g h t  on down, I d o n ' t  know if t h a t s s  t h e  kind of 
s ta tement  you want m e  t o  say ,  b u t  I b e l i e v e  t h i s  t o  be t h e  
t r u t h .  And 1" n o t  s u r e  e x a c t l y  what happened i n  t h i s  
i n c i d e n t .  

Q. But i f  you had t h e  f e e l i n g  t h a t  i f  somebody knew 
something was wrong that t h e y ' d  have r e a l l y  got  i n t o  it. 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  r i g h t  away. I f e e l  t h a t  way pe r sona l ly ,  
because of a l l  t h e  th ings  that--when some th ings  d i d  go wrong 
t h a t  they were repor ted .  Now, they weren ' t  of t h e  magnitude of 
1 0 0  o r  5 0 0 ,  b u t  i f  something would happen o r  went wrong, then  
there was prompt a c t i o n  taken.  Now, I w i l l  say t h i s ,  and I 
r e a l l y  c a n ' t  document it, b u t  I would suspec t  t h a t  some of 
t h i n g s  might n o t  come i n t o  t h e  G 3 b  r e p o r t i n g  channels r i g h t  
away. This  i s  a p o s s i b i l i t y .  Commander t o  commander, I d o n ' t  
know, b u t  I d o n ' t  be l i eve  General KOSTER would hold anything 
back. This  i s  my b e l i e f  of General KOSTER. I d i d n ' t  work 
for h i m  as G 3  b u t  about 2 months. 

Q - W e  do know, a t  a minimum, a s  ind ica ted  i n  t h a t  r e ­
p o r t ,  t h a t  you had combat a c t i o n  r e p o r t s .  

A .  Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. This  p a r t  was repor ted .  

A .  T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  

Q- Twenty t o  t h i r t y  women and c h i l d r e n  o r  noncombatants 
were k i l l e d .  That p a r t ,  I th ink  t h a t ' s  f a i r l y  w e l l  documented. 

A .  Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q. Above and beyond t h a t ,  t h a t  brought us t o  a 
d i f f e r e n t  s t o r y ,  b u t  w e  f i n d  no re fe rence  of even t h i s  being 
repor ted  t o  a h igher  headquar ters .  

A.  The 20 t o  30? 
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Q* 	 	 No. 

A .  	  	  Well, i t ' s  bad t h a t  t h a t  happened. 

Q. Well, i f  you have anything f u r t h e r ,  p l e a s e  g e t  i n  
  
touch wi th  us. 
 

A .  	  	  I c e r t a i n l y  w i l l ,  sir. 

Q. 	 	 The hear ing  w i l l  r e c e s s  a t  t h i s  t i m e .  

(The hea r ing  recessed a t  1600  hours ,  22 Janaury 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 
 

WITNESS: BEASLEY, John D . ,  111, MAJ 
 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 2 2  December 1969 
 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 
  

WITNESS SUSPECTED QF: N/A 
 

COUNSEL: None 
I 
 
DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: A s s i s t a n t  Chief of  S t a f f ,  
  
America1 Div i s ion .  
  I 
 
1. PRIOR KNOWLEDGE OF THE MY LA1 INCIDENT. 

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  he had a b s o l u t e l y  no knowledge 
o f  t h e  i n c i d e n t  a t  My L a i  u n t i l  it broke i n  t h e  p r e s s  
ipg. 5 ) .  B e  d i d  n o t  r e c a i i  a t t e n d i n g  t h e  evening b r i e f i n g  
on t h e  1 6 t h  of  March 1968 (pg. 5 )  . He d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  
t h e  mention of  a c o n f r o n t a t i o n  between U.S. ground and a i r  
t r o o p s  a t  any o f  t h e  p r e b r i e f i n g s  which he a t t ended  (pgs .  15 ,  
1 6 ) .  The w i t n e s s  no ted  t h a t  ne r e c a l l e d  having seen t h e  
V i e t  Cong propaganda a t t a c h e d  t o  HENDERSON'S r e p o r t  o f  
24 A p r i l ,  E x h i b i t  R-1  (pg. 7 ) .  b u t  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  e v e r  
having seen  a copy of  t h e  My La i  V i l l a g e  C h i e f ' s  r e p o r t  
a l l e g i n g  450 d e a t h s  due t o  U.S. f i r e  (pgs .  8 ,  9 ) .  H e  d i d  
r ecoun t  t h a t  Task Force Barker  w a s  involved  i n  a s i z a b l e  
encoun te r  w i t h i n  a  month o r  month and a h a l f  a f t e r  T e t ,  b u t-
no ted  t h a t  he  d i d  n o t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  it was a p a r t  of  t h e  
i n c i d e n t  under i n v e s t i g a t i o n  (pg. 13 )  . 
2 .  INVESTIGATIONS OF THE ASSAULT ON MY L A I .  

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  he was never  aware of  an 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  concerning t h e  My L a i  i n c i d e n t  (pgs .  11, 1 2 ) .  
H e  added t h a t  i f  t h e r e  had been a formal  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  w i t h  
o r d e r s  c u t ,  he  would nave known o f  it (pg. 1 2 ) .  H e  no ted  
t h a t  he  never  d i s c u s s e d  t h e  i n c i d e n t  o r  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
concerning it wi th  Colonel  PARSON, t h e  c h i e f  of  s t a f f  
(pgs .  5,7) .  H e  f u r t h e r e d  t h a t  he d i d  recal l  Colonel  
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HENDERSON b r i e f i n g  t h e  commander of t h e  d i v i s i o n  about an 
i n c i d e n t ,  bu t  t h i s  d i d  n o t  involve My Lai (pg. 6 ) .  

3 .  REPORTS OF INVESTIGATIONS. 

The wi tness  was quest ioned as  t o  h i s  knowledge of 
Exhib i t  R-1 ,  a r e p o r t  with appended s ta tements  submitted 
about t h e  20th of May, and a r e p o r t  submitted about t h e  
3rd,  4th,  o r  5 t h  of Apr i l  concerning Warrant O f f i c e r  
THOMPSON'S a l l e g a t i o n s .  He r e p l i e d  t h a t  he had never seen 
any of those r e p o r t s  (pgs.  7 ,9 ,12) ,  except  f o r  t h e  V i e t  
Cong propaganda noted above. The wi tness  allowed t h a t  i f  
t h e r e  had been an o p e r a t i o n a l  r e p o r t  he might n o t  have seen 
it i n  t h e  normal course of his d u t i e s  (pg. 1 2 ) .  

4 .  ROUTING OF DOCUMENTS ADDRESSED TO THE DIVISION 
COMMANDER. 

The wi tness  s t a t e d  t h a t  i f  something came i n t o  t h e  
headquarters  addressed t o  a genera l  o f f i c e r  og t h e  ch ie f  
of s t a f f ,  he would s e e  it, un less  it may have been personal ly  
de l ive red  by a f u l l  co lonel  (pg. 9 ) .  H e  noted f u r t h e r  t h a t  
i f  a r e p o r t  was de l ive red  t o  t h e  commander o r  t h e  ch ie f  of 
s t a f f ,  it would be given t o  him f o r  d e l i v e r y  t o  t h e  AG,or 
d i r e c t l y  t o  t h e  AG, s o  t h a t  it could be logged i n  and a 
memo made of i t s  r e c e i p t  (pgs.  9 ,  He added, however, 
t h a t  i n  some cases when iriLediate a c t i o n  was necessary ,  some 
such documents might leave h i s  o f f i c e ,  bypass t h e  AG, and 
go d i r e c t l y  t o  t h e  I G  o r  t h e  J A G  (pg. 11). The wi tness  
r e l a t e d  t h a t  a11 papers  of t h e  commanderland a s s i s t a n t  
commanders, a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  ch ie f  of s t a f f ,  were kep t  i n  h i s  
s a f e ,  b u t  t h a t  i n  some ins tances  i f  t h e  envelopes were 
sea led  and marked "personal"  he would n o t  have access  t o  
them (pg. 3 ) .  

5.  OTHER INFORMATION. 

a .  Divis ion po l i cy  on t h e  t rea tment  of c i v i l i a n s .  

The wi tness  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  was a w r i t t e n  d i v i s i o n  
po l i cy  concerning t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  of v i l l a g e s  and t h e  
c i v i l i a n  populace which was prepared,  he be l i eved ,  i n  
December 1 9 6 7  o r  a t  l e a s t  by  15 January 1 9 6 8  (pg. 1 7 )  . 
He noted t h a t  he was f a m i l i a r  with Exhibi t  D-5, concerning 
t h e  same s u b j e c t ,  bu t  t h a t  it was n o t  t h e  same document 
t o  which he was r e f e r r i n g  (pg. 1 7 )  . 
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b .  Persons  t o  whom BEASLEY has  spoken of  t h e  i n c i d e n t .  

The w i t n e s s  no ted  t o  t h e  i n t e r r o g a t o r s  t h a t  he had 
spoken t o  Major Ca r l  KREBS, Colonel  LUPER, and L ieu tenan t  
Colonel  DIONNE about  t h e  My L a i  i n c i d e n t  s i n c e  t h e  s t o r y  
broke i n  t h e  papers  (pg.  4 )  . 
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SUMMARY O F  RECALL TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: BEASLEY, John D. MAJ 

DATES O F  TESTIMONY: 1 4  and 16 February 1976 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: A s s i s t a n t  Chief of  S t a f f ,  
America1 Divis ion.  

1. CONTROL OF DOCUMENTS. 

a .  Logging and c o n t r o l  s l i p s .  

The wi tness  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  a f t e r  he had been i n  
+\a dLvisFc2 fsr 2v:hile 1 . n t ry ing tc keep a log~ L he qzye "P 
f o r  a l l  t h e  m a t e r i a l  c i r c u l a t i n g  ln t h e  headquar ters  
(pg. 2 5 ) .  Be noted,  however, t h a t  he d i d  keep c e r t a i n  
records t o  i n d i c a t e  what had happened t o  c e r t a i n  documents 
t h a t  he had handled (pgs. 26, 27) . These forms were l a t e r  
d iscarded (pg. 2 7 )  . The wi tness  added t h a t  t h e  record  of 
documents t h a t  was made was loca ted  i n  a green accounting 
book which w a s  kept  i n  Sergeant  R I T C H I E ' s  desk (pgs. 64-66) . 

b. F i l i n g  system and f a c i l i t i e s .  

The wi tness  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  f i l e s  were kep t  i n  a 
s a f e .  He r e c a l l e d  no p a r t i c u l a r  problem wi th  a drawer of 
t h e  s a f e  be ing  s tuck  c losed  f o r  any extended pe r iod  of  
time and d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  anyone s t o r i n g  a  helmet i n  one of  
t h e  drawers (pgs. 28, 2 9 ,  7 7 ) .  The wi tness  noted t h a t  
Colonel PARSON kep t  some o f f i c i a l  papers  i n  t h e  lower r i g h t  
hand drawer of  h i s  desk,  b u t  added t h a t  he himself had 
access  t o  t h i s  drawer (pgs. 25, 29) . The wi tness  f u r t h e r  
s t a t e d  t h a t  he d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  a f i e l d  s a f e  i n  General 
KOSTER's o f f i c e  (pgs. 76, 7 7 ) .  
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c .  Access t o  documents. 

The wi tness  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  t h e  commanding genera l  
had i n  and o u t  boxes which w e r e  kept  i n  t h e  s a f e  when he 
was n o t  p resen t .  He noted t h a t  he had access  t o  them i n .  
case anyone wanted t o  determine t h e  s t a t u s  of any a c t i o n  
(pg. 3 3 ) .  He noted a l s o  t h a t  t h e  g e n e r a l ' s  a i d e s ,  Lieutenant  
ROBERTS and Lieutenant  DICKENS had access  t o  t h e s e  boxes 
(pg* 33)  

d .  ~ e s t r u c t i o nof  documents. 

The wi tness  r e l a t e d  t h a t  e a r l y  i n  h i s  t enure  o f  
o f f i c e ,  he destroyed many documents r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  
o rgan iza t ion  of  Task 'Force Oregon (pg. 2 9 )  . He kep t  
d e s t r u c t i o n  c e r t i f i c a t e s  i n  t h e  s a f e  on a l l  c l a s s i f i e d  
documents destroyed (pg. 30) . He noted,  however, he 
d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  recording  c o n f i d e n t i a l  documents destroyed 
(pg. 64) .  

e. Documents l e f t  upon t h e  witness  ' t r a n s f e r .  

The wi tness  s t a t e d  t h a t  when he l e f t  h i s  job 
a s  s e c r e t a r y  t o  t h e  genera l  s t a f f ,  a l l  documents i n  t h e  
s a f e  were s igned over  t o  Sergeant  RITCHIE and n o t  t o  
Major POWELL w h ~replaced him (pgs. 30 ;  31 ) .  he wi tness  
s a i d  he l e f t  no o f f i c i a l  papers i n  h i s  desk when he l e f t  
t h e  headquarters  (pgs. 2 4 ,  25) .  

2 .  ROUTING OF ACTIONS THROUGH THE WITNESS' OFFICE. 

The wi tness  allowed t h a t  h i s  o f f i c e  was o f t e n  bypassed, 
thus  leaving  him without  c o n t r o l  over  many documents and 
and ac t ions  i n  t h e  headquarters .  He s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  genera l  
o f f i c e r s  would o f t e n  ass ign  something t o  an a c t i o n  o f f i c e r  
without  going through h i s  o f f i c e  (pg. 31) .  He d i d  n o t  
b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h i s  was an attempted e f f o r t  t o  keep him o u t  
o f  t h e  p i c t u r e ,  b u t  was a r e s u l t  of  t h e  amount o f  work 
c a r r i e d  o u t  by t h e  genera l  o f f i c e r s  (pg. 32) .  He s t a t e d  
t h a t  he o f t e n  showed i tems t o  t h e  ch ie f  of  s t a f f  who would 

' have a l ready seen them coming from another  s t a f f  s e c t i o n .  
He added t h a t  he d i d  n o t  apprec ia te  being bypassed by t h e  
s t a f f  s e c t i o n s ,  b u t  f e l t  t h a t  it was merely a r e s u l t  of  t h e  
p ressu re  on t h e  headquarters  personnel .  He a s s e r t e d  t h a t  i f  
he had been given a c o n f i d e n t i a l  r e p o r t  of  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  
he  would have immediately shown it t o  t h e  ch ie f  of  s t a f f .  
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I f  it were re tu rned  t o  him f o r  s a f e  keeping, he would have 
pu t  it i n  t h e  s a f e  (pg. 3 2 ) .  He dec la red  t h a t  i f  t h e  
ch ie f  of  s t a f f  had given him ~ x h i b i t  R-5, he would have 
probably simulataneously given him i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  send it 
t o  the G3, J A G ,  AG, o r  G 2  (pg. 5 5 ) .  

3 .  RECALL OF THE MY LA1 I N C I D E N T .  

a .  Discussions among s t a f f  members. 

The wi tness  s t a t e d  he could remember s e v e r a l  
meetings between Colonel HOLLADAY and t h e  ch ie f  o f  s t a f f ,  
and could remember one i n  p a r t i c u l a r  where Colonel HOLLADAY 
was q u i t e  i r r a t a t e d  and spoke loudly about nonaviators  
r ece iv ing  t h e  Dist inguished Fly ing  c r o s s  (pgs.  34, 35) .  
H e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  HOLLADAY r e p o r t i n g  t o  YOUNG concerning 
any a l l e g a t i o n s  about h e l i c o p t e r s  and ind i sc r imina te  
f i r i n g  by ground t roops  (pgs.  35, 36) .  The wi tness  re -  
counted t h a t h e  heard something about 80 people i n  a d i t c h  
near  H i l l  85 and Task Force ~ a r k e r .  He i s  n o t  s u r e  b u t  
be l i eved  t h e  s o u r c e . o f  th i s  information was Major KREBS 
(pgs. 48-52). 

b e  I n v e s t i g a t i o n s  and r e p o r t s .  

The wi tness  s t a t e d  t h a t  s i n c e  he was shown Celonel 
HENDERSON'S r e p o r t  during h i s  f i r s t  tes t imony,  he had 
thought about it and now be l i eved  he saw something s i m i l a r  
t o  it. He w a s  s t i l l  n o t  c e r t a i n ,  b u t  f e l t  t h a t  i f  it were 
i n  d i v i s i o n  headquar ters ,  he would'have had access  t o  it 
(pgs. 37-39). The wi tness  s t a t e d  he could .  n o t  r e c a l l  having 
seen a  w r i t t e n  d i r e c t i v e  from General XOSTER t o  Colonel 
HENDERSON t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  a l l e g a t i o n s  a r i s i n g  from My La i ,  
and could n o t  r e c a l l  having any d i scuss ion  wi th  e i t h e r  of t h e  
p r i n c i p a l s  (pgs.  52, 5 3 ) .  The wi tness  was shown Exh ib i t s  
R-5, M-30, M-31, and M-34 b u t  could n o t  r e c a l l  having 
seen any of  them (pgs.  48, 54,  59, 6 1 ,  6 2 ) .  He a s s e r t e d  
he could remember a f i v e  o r  s i x  page r e p o r t  wi th  20 t o  25 
s ta tements  a t tached.  However, he s t a t e d  he could no t  
a s s o c i a t e  t h i s  wi th  Colonel BARKER (pg. 6 3 ) .  The wi tness  
dec lared  t h a t  he could n o t  r e c a l l  anything concerning an 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  He added t h a t  i f  any i n v e s t i g a t i v e  r e p o r t  
had been hand c a r r i e d  t o  t h e  g e n e r a l ,  he would n o t  have 
seen it u n t i l  i f  and when t h e  genera l  s e n t  it o u t  f o r  a c t i o n  
by a s t a f f  o f f i c e r  (pg. 76) . He noted t h a t  i f  HENDERSON'S 
24  A p r i l  r e p o r t  had a r r i v e d  during General KOSTER'S R&R, 
it would have been he ld  f o r  h i s  r e t u r n  (pg. 72). 
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c .  Knowledge of  propaganda. 

The wi tness  s t a t e d  t h a t  he had seen t h e  VC 
propaganda a t t ached  a s  an i n c l o s u r e  t o  Exh ib i t  R-1 (pg. 45) .  
He r e c a l l e d  see ing  Exh ib i t s  M - 3 3  and M-35. He be l i eved  
t h a t  Captain J O H N S O N ,  t h e  l i a i s o n  with t h e  2d ARVN Divis ion,  
brought t h e  former t o  him. H e  noted t h a t  he r e c a l l e d  only 
c e r t a i n  por t ions  of it (pgs.  45, 4 3 )  . 
4 .  OTHER INFORMATION. 

a .  Tr ips  t o  Quang- Ngai Ci ty .  

The wi tness  recounted some problems i n  Quang 
Ngai City and s t a t e d  t h a t  Colonel PARSON made s e v e r a l  t r i p s  
t h e r e  i n  t h e  la te  s p r i n g .  The wi tness  d i d  n o t  how t h e  
reason f o r  each p a r t i c u l a r  v i s i t  b u t  be l ieved PARSON 
v i s i t e d  Colonel ULSAKER and Colonel HUTTER (pgs. 4 1 ,  4 2 )  . 
He r e l a t e d  t h a t  kE a l s o  arranged f o r  General KOSTER t o  
speak t o  personnel  a t  t h e  2d ARVN Divis ion headquarters  
(pg. 4 4 ) .  The wi tness  noted t h a t  most meetings he ld  between 
personnel  of  t h e  America1 Divis ion and personnel  from 
Quang Ngai were probably concerned w i t h  t h e  concept of 
j o i n t  opera t ions  which were being urged by h igher  commands 
during t h a t  per iod  (pgs. 8 0 ,  81) . 

b. Knowledge sf missing doc-ments . 
The wi tness  s t a t e d  he c o u l d  not account f o r  t h e  

lack  of  any logs ,  c e r t i f i c a t e s  of  d e s t r u c t i o n ,  o r  o t h e r  
documents i n  t h e  America1 Divis ion d a t i n g  back t o  h i s  
tenure  of o f f i c e  (pgs.  6 6 ,  6 7 ) .  The wi tness  had no 
explanat ion  why a copy of ~ x h i b i t  R-5 cannot now be found 
i n  t h e  Amerisal Divis ion headquarters  (pg. 569 .  
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E X H I B I T  
NUMBER DESCRIPTION NOTES PAGES 

I w i t  I 
 
Statement  of  RODRIGUEZ could n o t  recall. ,  59,63 
 
Census Grievance Report ,  W i t  
  
18 March 1968 could n o t  r e c a l l . .  1 59,,61 
 
T r a n s c r i p t  of VC I 
 
propaqanda t a p e  W i t  r e c a l l e d  p a r t s .  45 
 
T A N ' S  l e t t e r  t o  K H I E N ,  
  
11 Apr 68 ( t r a n s )  ( Quaq 
 
Ngai Prov) W i t  
  

could n o t  r e c a l l . .  48  
  

'M-35 VC propaqanda l e a f  l e t  	 Shown t o  wi tness .  4 7  
W i t  r e c a l l e d  VC 
propaganda 
i n c l o s u r e .  

R-5 Brigade f i l e  	 W i t  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l .  54,599 
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(The hearing reconvened at 1739 hours, 22 December 
 
 
1969.) 
 
 

MR WEST: The hearing will come to order. 
 
 

RCDR: The following named persons are present: LTG 
PEERS, MR WEST, MR WALSH, COL MILLER, COL FRANKLIN, and MAJ 
COOP. 
 
 

RCDR: The next witness is Major BEASLEY. 
 
 

(MAJ BEASLEY was called as a witness, was sworn, 
 
 
and testified as follows:) 
 
 

RCDR: Please state your full name, grade, Social Secur- 
 
 
ity number., branch of service, organization, and station? 
 
 

A. John D. BEASLEY 111, Major, Institute 
 
 
of Combined Arms and Support, Fort Leavenworth, Kansas. 
 
 

10: Before we ask you.any questions Major BEASLEY, 
 
 
Colonel MILLER has certain information that he would like 
 
 
t~ give you at this time. Colonel MILLER. 
 
 

COL MILLER: Major BEASLEY, this investigation is being con- 
 
 
ducted by General PEERS and others of us here. It was di- 
 
 
rected jointly by the Secretary of the A m y  and the Chief of 
 
 
Staff of the Army for the purposes of determining facts and 
 
 
making findings and recommendations concerning two major areas: 
 
 

(1)the adequacy of prior investigations and 
 
 
inquiries into, and the subsequent reviews and reports made 
 
 
within the chain of command of what is now commonly referred 
 
 
to as the My Lai incident of March 16, 1968, and 
 
 

(2) the possible suppression or withholding of 
 
 
information by any person who had a duty to report and to 
 
 
furnish information concerning this incident. 
 
 

The investigation is not being conducted to in- 
 
 
vestigate all of the facts and all of the circumstances and 
 
 
what have you. It is directed primarily to those two major 
 
 
areas that I just mentioned. 
 
 

We have had made available to us and we have re- 
 
 
viewed many statements made by witnesses in other official 
 
 
investigations. 
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Your testimony today will be taken under oath 
 
 
and a verbatim record will be made. In addition to the re- 
 
 
porter, we are also making a tape recording. 
 
 

The general classification of the report is con- 
 
 
fidential, but there is a possibility of some or all of the 
 
 
testimony at a later time could become a matter of public 
 
 
knowledge, 
 
 

You see several people in front of you. Directly 
 
 
in front of you is Lieutenant General PEERS, the Investigat- 
 
 
ing Officer, and he has the sole responsibility for weighing 
 
 
the evidence and making the findings and recommendations in 
 
 
this case. To his immediate left is Mr. WALSH, civilian at- 
 
 
torney who is acting as legal counsel and advisor. To General 
 
 
PEERS' right is Mr. WEST, who is with the Office of General 
 
 
Counsel, Department of the Army. On your immediate left is 
 
 
Colonel FRANKLIN, and I am Colonel MILLER. All of us may at 
 
 
some time or another ask you questions today. 
 
 

I have one other matter that has to do with dis- 
 
 
cussing what goes on in here. You are directed not to dis- 
 
 
cuss testimony which you give during this investigation 
 
 
with others, including other witnesses for this investigation, 
 
 
except that you may be called to do so in the performance 
 
 
of your official duty or you may be required to do before a 
 
 
competent judicial, administrative, or legislative forum or 
 
 
body. 
 
 

I do not recall that you are under the order 
 
 
of the military judge in the case of the United States v. 
 
 
Calley. Have you received any orders in that case? 
 
 

A. No, sir. 
 
 

Q. In the event that you do, you are expected to 
comply with that order and your appearance here in no way 
 
 
affects that order in the event that you receive one. 
 
 

A. Whatss the nature of that order? I'm not familiar 
 
 
with it. 
 
 

9. There is a limitation on the discussion by any- 
 
 
body who may be a witness in that case. They cannot discuss 
 
 
the case except as they may be authorized to do so by the 
 
 
military judge. Do you have any questions at this time? 
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A. Y e s ,  I do, a s  a mat ter  of f a c t .  You mentioned 
t h a t  I could d i scuss  t h i s  i n  t h e  n a t u r e  of o f f i c i a l  business? 

Q. I f  you a r e  r equ i red  t o  do so. Here i s  a case 
where you have been c a l l e d  i n  t h e  performance of o f f i c i a l  
duty.  You may be c a l l e d  be fo re  an A r t i c l e  32 i n v e s t i g a t i o n  .­

o r  some other- ­

A. ( In te rpos ing)  I haven ' t , sir ,  

COL MILLER: Tha t ' s  about it. 

10: Major BEASLEY, what was your du%y assignment on 
t h e  1 6 t h  of March, l968? 

A. I w a s  t h e  a s s i s t a n t  ch ief  of s t a f f  f o r  t h e  America1 
Divis ion.  

Q. How long had you been i n  t h a t  capaci ty?  

A. Since September. 

Q. W a s  Task Force Oreqon o r  had t h a t  whi le  it w a s  ­
they j u s t  converted? 

A .  NoZ sir.  When I took over--I b e l i e v e  I took over ,  
as a m a t t e r  of f a c t ,  on t h e  day we b e e m e  t h e  America1 Divi ­
s i o n ,  2 3  October o r  2 3  September. I ' m  f r ank ly  n o t  su re .  

Q. How long a f t e r  t h e  16th  of March d i d  you remain 
i n  t h a t  capac i ty?  

A. U n t i l  '2 June 1968, sir.  
  


Q Where d i d  you go from t h e r e ?  
  


A. To t h e  1/6 I n f a n t r y  B a t t a l i o n  and became t h e  
b a t t a l i o n  S3. 

Q Since  t h e  time t h a t  t h e  My Lai  i n c i d e n t  broke 
i n t o  t h e  news i n  p r i n t  and TV and r a d i o ,  September and e a r l y  
October t h i s  y e a r ,  have you had any conversa t ions  with any­
body connected wi th  t h e  America1 Divis ion ,  o r  i n  t h e  b r igade ,  
or i n  t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  concerning t h e  My L a i  i n c i d e n t ?  
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A. Y e s ,  s ir ,  I have. 

Q Would you c a r e  t o  i n d i c a t e  who t h e s e  i n d i v i d u a l s  
a r e  and what you t a l k e d  t o  them about? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. Major Car l  KREBS i s  assigned t o  F o r t  
Leavenworth. And i n  t h e  course of a r o u t i n e  conversa t ion ,  I 
asked him i f  he eve r  heard of t h i s  p lace  out  where it was, and 
I do remember t h e  term now. A Colonel LUPER. I c a l l e d  
him and he s a i d  he had been t o  Washington, had been h e r e  o r  t o  
some o t h e r  committee. That i s  f rank ly  a l l  we t a l k e d  about. 
L e t ' s  s e e  Lieutenant  Colonel D I O N N E ,  General KOSTER's informa­
t i o n  o f f i c e r ,  a s  I understand it, asked me i f  I was coming t h i s  
way, and I s a i d  t h a t  I wasn ' t  aware of anything. About a day 
l a t e r ,  o r  t h a t  a f te rnoon,  Major COOP c a l l e d .  I t o l d  my boss a t  
F o r t  Leavenworth, Colonel JOHNSON, t h a t  I would be coming o u t  
h e r e  a f t e r  Major COOP c a l l e d ,  because of my duty assignment i n  
t h e  America1 Divis ion.  P r i n c i p a l l y ,  I t h i n k  t h a t ' s  it. A s  a 
mat t e r  of f a c t  I c a n ' t  t h i n k  of anything e l s e .  I t a k e  t h a t  
back, Captain LENELLEN, whom I j u s t  met today. He and I w e r e  
i n  t h e  same b a t t a l i o n ,  although a t  d i f f e r e n t  t imes ,  and w e  
d iscussed  people t h a t  w e  knew. We both know Lieutenant  
CALLEY. W e  d i d  n o t  d i scuss  anything p e r t a i n i n g  t o  t h e  in ­
c i d e n t  and n e i t h e r  asked t h e  ques t ion  i f  it happened, what 
w a s  your p a r t ,  o r  any s f  t h a t  s o r t  of th ing .  

Q We have been r a t h e r  anxious t o  t a l k  t o  you p r i ­
mar i ly  because those  of us who a r e  s t r i c t l y  on t h e  m i l i t a r y  
s i d e  know about t h e  kind of people who a r e  i n  a d i v i s i o n  as 
an a s s i s t a n t  ch ief  of s t a f f ,  somewhat i n  t h e  t e r m s  of secre ­
t a r y  of t h e  genera l  s t a f f ,  you might put  it--how knowledge­
a b l e  they a r e  about what goes on i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n  headquar ters ,  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  o f f i c e  of t h e  chief  of s t a f f  w i t h i n  t h e  
command group and w i t h i n  t h e  genera l  and s p e c i a l  s t a f f .  So 
f o r  t h i s  reason we have been anxious t o  t a l k  t o  you, and we 
moved you up on t h e  schedule s o  t o  speak. I would l i k e  f o r  
you t o  i n d i c a t e  t o  us when My Lai  ( 4 )  o r  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  
which took p lace  i n  My Lai  ( 4 )  on t h e  16th of March, f i r s t  
came t o  your a t t e n t i o n ?  
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A, Sometime t h i s  year  whenever it broke i n  the  news­
papers ,  and I ' m  no t  su re  about t h a t  da te ,  s ir .  I knew what 
w e  r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  P i n k v i l l e .  I was--I had r~oknowledge of 
anyone shoot ing any civilians down t h e r e  u n t i l  I read t h a t  
a l l e g a t i o n  i n  t h e  newspapers on whatever day it broke ou t .  
I t  s e e m s  t o  me it was sometime i n  November. Someone men- 
t ioned e a r l i e r  he re  September o r  October. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  
I heard of it u n t i l  sometime i n  November, b u t  i f  it broke i n  
la te  October then  t h a t ' s  when I heard about it. 

9- E i d  you a t t e n 6  t he  d a i l y  stai'f b r i e f i n g s ?  

h 
 
 n. There were seversl, s i r .  Scxe I d i d  and some I 
d i d  not .  The b r i e f i n g  i n  t h e  morning i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n  com­
manders o f f i c e ,  I d i d  n o t  a t t e n d .  There was a ,  i f  I might 
run through t h e  b r i e f i n g s  a s  I remember them, 0700  b r i e f i n g  
i n  t h e  ch ie f  of s t a f f ' s  o f f i c e  i n  which t h e  genera l  s t a f f  
o f f i c e r s  and s e l e c t e d  s p e c i a l  s t a f f  o f f i ce r s - - the  a v a i t i o n  
o f f i c e r - - s a i d ,  "Okay, t h e s e  a r e  t h e  problems f o r  t h e  day 
and t h i s  is what w e '  re going t o  do, and t h i s  i s  what we ' re  
going t o  t e l l  t h e  genera l  abou t , "  then they  went i n t o  General  
KOSTER7s o f f i c e ,  and I d i d  n o t  a t t e n d  t h a t .  I d i d  a t t e n d  
t h e  evening b r i e f i n g s  a t  1 7 0 0 ,  providing I d i d n ' t  have some­
t h i n g  e l s e  I thought t o  be a l i t t l e  more important .  When­
eve r  I could I a t tended t h a t .  but o f t e n  I d i d  n o t  a t t end .  

90: May I have t h e  log of t h e  - e r i ca l  Divis ion? 

(RCDR hands documemt t o  10. ) 

I have h e r e  Exh ib i t  M-6, which i s  t h e  log  f o r  
t h e  America1 Divis ion  f o r  t h e  16th  of #arch. I w i l l  ask 
you t o  t u r n  completely t o  t h e  r e a r ,  about f i v e  pages from 
the back, and look a t  i tem 9 4 ,  a t  t h e  bottom of t h e  page. 
You w i l l  n o t i c e  i n  t h e  f i f t h  l i n e  it s tar ts ,  " In  Operation 
Muscatine..." Would you read t h a t  p lease .  (Witness reads 
a s  reques ted . )  Were you p r e s e n t  a t  t h e  s t a f f  b r i e f i n g  on 
t h e  evening of t h e  16th? 

A. I d o n ' t  know, s ir .  

Q. W e l l ,  t h e s e  f i g u r e s  i n d i c a t e  1 2 8  VC K I A ,  3 i n d i v i ­
d u a l  weapons captured  and 2 U.S. k i l l e d  by h o s t i l e  ac t ion?  
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A. S i r ,  I c a n ' t  hones t ly  say t h a t  I was p r e s e n t  t h a t  
evening a t  t h e  s t a f f  b r i e f i n g ,  although I d i d  hea r  of a b i g  
f i g h t  t h a t  Task Force Barker d i d  have. I c a n ' t  say f o r  su re .  
I f  you ' re  asking m e  i f  I w a s  i n  t h a t  b r i e f i n g ,  I d o n ' t  know. 

Q I ' m  asking about t h e s e  r a t i o s  p r imar i ly  t o  see 
i f  any d i scuss ion  ensued concerning 128 VC K I A  and 3 weapons 
captured,  a r a t i o  of about 1 t o  4 3  and t h e  2 U . S .  K I A  r a t i o s  
of about 64 t o  P? 

A. Again, I j u s t  d o n ' t  remember i f  I w a s  t h e r e ,  s ir ,  
on t h e  d a t e  of 16 March t h a t  you indica ted .  

Q. Did you ever  d i scuss  an inqu i ry  o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n
i n t o  some s i t u a t i o n  i n  t h e  My Lai  a r e a  shortxy a f t e r  t h e  16 th  
of March wi th  t h e  ch ie f  of s t a f f ,  Colonel PARSON? O r  d id  
he  ever  d i scuss  it with you? 

A.  No, sir.  

Q. You r e c a l l  Colonel HENDERSON r e p o r t i n g  to  d i v i s i o n  
headquar ters  t o  p r e s e n t  an o r a l  b r i e f i n g  t o  t h e  commanding 
genera l?  

A. I d o  s i r  I do, however, remember t h i s  s p e c i f i c  
i n c i d e n t ,  and t h i s  wasn ' t  it, t o  t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge. 
The s p e c i f i c  i n c i d e n t  was about a s o l d i e r ,  and I want t o  
say t h e  s o l d i e r  w a s  from t h e  11 th  Brigade, b u t  I ' m  n o t  posi ­
t i v e  t h a t  he was. But t h i s  w a s  t h e  i n c i d e n t  a s  I remembered 
it: two t o  f o u r  American s o l d i e r s  were i n  t h e  back o f  a 
two and one-half ton  t r u c k  d r i v i n g  down t h e  higkiway towards, 
i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of Q3aangNgai. They may have been south  of 
Quang Ngai, o r  maybe a l i t t l e  b i t  nor th .  And one of  these  
American s o l d i e r s  s h o t  a Vietnamese c iv i l i an - - sho t  a Vietnamese 
r i d i n g  a motorcycle near  t h e  t ruck .  And I d o n ' t  remember i f  
t h e  motorcycle w a s  behind t h e  t ruck  o r  pass ing  it. This guy 
c u t  him down, and an American o f f i c e r  chased t h i s  t r u c k  down 
and g o t  ahold s f  t h e s e  chaps, I remember t h a t  i n c i d e n t ,  
b u t  it is  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  m e  t o  a s s o c i a t e  it wi th  t h e  11 th  
Brigade. I c a n ' t  say they were l l t h  Brigade s o l d i e r s .  They 
might have been suppor t  command s o l d i e r s .  I do remember 
t h a t  i n c i d e n t .  I do n o t  remember t h i s  i n c i d e n t .  
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Q But Colonel PARSON never d iscussed  with you any 
i n q u i r y  o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t h a t  was under way f o r  t h e  a c t i v i ­
t ies  i n  t h e  My Lai  o r  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  a r e a  on o r  about 16 
March? 

A. No, sir, he d i d  no t .  

a .  L e t  me have R-1.  

(RCDR hands document t o  10.) 

I have here  a document, Major BEASLEY, t h a t  has  
been en te red  i n t o  t h e  record a s  Exh ib i t  R - 1 ,  Report of In ­
v e s t i g a t i o n ,  dated 2 4  A p r i l ,  t o  t h e  Commanding General ,  
America1 Divis ion ,  s igned by Colonel HENDERSON, Commanding 
O f f i c e r ,  11th  Brigade. I would ask you i f  you have seen 
t h i s  r e p o r t  of i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

(I0 hands t h e  e x h i b i t  t o  t h e  wi tness . )  

I n  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  passage which you j u s t  r ead ,  
t h e  v i l l a g e  i s  Tu Cung i s  the Viet Cong name f o r  My Lai ( 4 )  . 
That i n c l o s u r e  i s  an English t r a n s l a t i o n  of VC propaganda. 

A. Now, I ' v e  seen t h i s  t e r m ,  "The American Devils ."  
I remember t h a t  very c l e a r l y .  

3 .  Y e s .  

A.  I n  t h e  heading, I ' v e  seen t h a t  term. I d o n ' t  
know whether I can go on he re  and say ,  I ' v e  seen  t h i s  ( in ­
d i c a t i n g ) ,  b u t  I ' v e  seen  t h a t  "American Devil ."  L e t  me 
f i n i s h  it, b u t  I th ink  I have seen t h i s  p iece  of paper 
r i g h t  he re .  I ' v e  seen t h i s .  Is t h i s  an attachment? 

Q Y e s .  

A. I ' v e  seen t h i s ,  s i r ,  and t h e  p a r t  I remember 
s p e c i f i c a l l y  i s  t h e  p a r t  about t h e  Vietnamese g i r l s  who s e l l  
themselves f o r  one d o l l a r .  I do remember t h a t ,  s ir .  

Q. Do you remember t h e  p a r t  a t  t h e  top  of page 2 ,  
t h e  second paragraph? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember reading ,  b u t  i f  i t ' s  p a r t  of 
t h i s  paper ,  I remember t h e  heading and I remember t h i s  p a r t  
of it ( i n d i c a t i n g ) ,  and I ' m  s u r e  I read  it. I th ink  I read  
t h i s  paper.  
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Q Not n e c e s s a r i l y .  Those two papers ,  o r  t h e  -

information contained i n  them, were repor ted  t o  have been 
s e n t  t o  t h e  America1 Divis ion ,  and subsequent t h e r e t o  t h i s  
r e p o r t  w a s  submitted i n c l o s i n g  t h e s e  two attachments.  

A. Now, t h e r e  w a s  an i n c i d e n t  i n  which t h e  province 
c h i e f ,  t h e  s e n i o r  Vietnamese o f f i c e r  i n  t h e  province,  and 
I-- in  Tam Ky Province it w a s  e i t h e r  Colonel K H I E N  and Quang 
Ngai it w a s  Colonel TOAN. Now, I might have them reversed.  

Q. I th ink  you do. 

A. I do? And Quang Ngai then it was Colonel KHIEN- ­

Q ( In terpos ing)  To t h e  b e s t  of our knowledge, a l l  
of t h e  evidence would i n d i c a t e  t h a t  Lieutenant  Colonel 
K H I E N  was t h e  province chief  of Quang Ngai. 

A. Then I ' m  s u r e  he w a s ,  s i r ,  b u t  I remember those  
two, because they came t o  d i v i s i o n  headquarters  and from 
time t o  t ime they came down and were i r r i t a t e d .  But I d o n ' t  
remember them coming down and accusing anyone--I d i d n ' t  hea r  
of i t - -of  anyone shoot ing anyone. We d i d  have t r o u b l e  wi th  
a bomb. An American a i r p l a n e  dropped a bomb, and a s  I 
remember t h e  a i r c r a f t  w a s  t ak ing  o f f  from Chu L a i  A i r  Base 
and a couple of mi les  from t h e  end of t h e  a i r f i e l d  dropped 
a bomb, and i s m  s u r e  t h a t  it k i l l e d  someone. They were 
p r e t t y  i r r i t a t e d  over  t h a t .  I do remember one of t h e  prov­
i n c e  c h i e f s  coming down--as a mat ter  of f a c t ,  I t h i n k  t h e  
ch ie f  of s t a f f  took him i n  h i s  o f f i c e ,  and w e  gave him some 
t e a  and cof fee  t o  make s u r e  he was a l i t t l e  cooled down be fo re  
he  go t  t o  see  t h e  commanding genera l .  I d o n ' t  remember any 
province chief  coming up t o  t a l k  about 450 c i v i l i a n s  being 
k i l l e d  by Americans. 

Q. Do you remember a p iece  of paper coming i n  which 
could have been an English t r a n s l a t i o n  of t h e  v i l l a g e  c h i e f ' s  
r e p o r t  o r  t h e  hamlet c h i e f ' s  r e p o r t  which makes t h i s  a l l e g a ­
t i o n ?  

A. Unless it isn ' t - -no ,  I c a n ' t  say t h a t  I remember 
a r e p o r t ,  s i r ,  submitted by a Vietnamese province ch ie f  
s t a t i n g  t h a t  Americans k i l l e d  450 people. There w a s  some­
t h i n g  way nor th  i n  t h e  196th Brigade a r e a  around T e t ,  b u t  
t h a t  as I remember was defens ive  f i r e  from LZ Baldy. Some 
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of it went i n  a v i l l a g e ,  and t h e r e  was a problem on t h a t  
some--I d o n ' t  remember t h e  term--compensatory money was 
pa id .  Gra tu i ty?  No, t h a t  wasn ' t  t h e  word. 

Q Solatiurn. 

A. S i r ?  

Q. Solatium. 

A.  T h a t ' s  i t ,  sir. That w a s  pa id  up nor th .  I 
d o n ' t  remember anything--I d o n ' t  remember anyone saying 
t h a t  American t roops  k i l l e d  4 5 0  Vietnamese i n  a c e r t a i n  
v i l l a g e .  I d o n ' t  remember t h a t .  

Q. You remember t h i s  be fo re  being de l ive red  t o  
t h e  ch ie f  of s t a f f ?  

A. I am n o t  t r y i n g  t o  be wishy-washy. Nothing 
g o t  i n t o  t h a t  d i v i s i o n  headquar ters  unless  I pu t  my hands 
on it, un less  a f u l l  co lonel  gave it t o  a genera l  o f f i c e r ,  
o r  t h e  ch ie f  of s t a f f .  And i f  t h i s  came i n t o  d i v i s i o n  
headquar ters ,  I ' m  s u r e  t h a t  I saw it. There i s  no doubt 
i n  my mind about it. But, General ,  I d o n ' t  remember see ing  
that- .  

Q. I f  t h i s  w a s  hand-carr ied t o  t h e  chief  of s t a f f ,  
you might n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  s e e  it then.  Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ,  
from what you j u s t  s a i d ?  

A.  Y e s ,  s ir .  I f  t h i s  was n o t ,  however, given t o  a 
genera l  o f f i c e r  o r  t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander o r  t h e  two A D C 1 s ,  
o r  t h e  c h i e f  of s t a f f ,  then it was given t o  me. I f  it was 
given t o  t h e  commanding general--every n i g h t  h i s  a i d e  picked 
up t h e  gea r  on h i s  desk--whatever he had l e f t  over.  Oft ­
t i m e s  when t h e  a i d e  had t o  go wi th  g e n e r a l ,  then  I d i d  it. 
The only i t e m s  i n  t h e  headquar ters  t h a t  I d i d n ' t  have access  
t o  w e r e  s p e c i a l  i n t e l l i g e n c e  i tems,  and they were handled 
by--well, I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h e r e  was any channel a t  a l l .  One 
man t o  one man, and t h a t  w a s  it. Other than t h a t ,  I probably 
had access  t o  t h i s .  But I d o n ' t  remember see ing  t h i s  doc­
ument. 

Q I f  t h a t  document had been hand-carried t o  t h e  a 

c h i e f  of s t a f f  and subsequently shown t o  t h e  commanding 
genera l ,  how would t h a t  have been en te red  i n t o  t h e  log  of 
t h e  America1 Divis ion? Where would it be f i l e d ?  

A. It would be given t o  t h e  ch ie f  of s t a f f  who would 
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e i t h e r  g ive  it t o  m e  o r  t o  t h e  AG, d i v i s i o n  a d j u t a n t  
genera l ,  and a memorandum f o r  record  would be prepared,  
b u t  I kep t  no f i l e s .  The a s s i s t a n t  ch ief  of s t a f f  k e p t  
no f i l e s  except  those necessary t o  opera te  on a d a i l y  
b a s i s .  The AG k e p t  t h e  f i l e s .  The chief  of s t a f f  most 
l i k e l y  would have given it t o  me and t o l d  me t o  g i v e  it 
t o  t h e  AG, and t h a t ' s  what I would have done. I c a n ' t  
comment on t h e  s p e c i f i c  f i l i n g  system, because I d o n ' t  
know it. 

Q. There a r e  s e v e r a l  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  here .  One, it 
could have remained i n  t h e  s a f e  of the  commanding general- ­

A. ( In te rpos ing)  No, t h a t  was my s a f e ,  sir. 
Everything from t h e  C G ' s  o f f i c e  went i n t o  my s a f e .  A l l  
t h e  genera l  o f f i c e r s  and t h e  chief  of s t a f f  went i n t o  my 
s a f e .  

Q. I f  they  had an envelope, and had it s e a l e d ,  and 
marked personal ,  would you have known what was i n  i t ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q. Did they  have such th ings?  

A. Yes, s i r ,  they d id .  

Q Did t h e  ch ie f  of s t a f f  a l s o  have such th ings?  

A. Yes, s i r ,  

Q What would t h a t  normally include? 

A. One i t e m  which 1 w a s  shown l a t e r  was a bookle t  
t h a t  comes from t h e  Of f i ce  of t h e  Chief of S t a f f  of t h e  
Army--I'm s u r e  you a l l  a r e  f a m i l i a r  with it; I was n o t ,  
I s igned f o r  t h e  document whenever it a r r i v e d  and then  
gave it t o  t h e  commanding genera l .  I opened t h e  o u t e r  
package, b u t  t h e  i n n e r  package was f o r  t h e  commanding 
genera l .  When it was necessary t o  account--whoever keeps 
t r a c k  of t h e s e  documents he re  i n  t h e  Pentagon d i d n ' t  g e t  back 
one of my r e c e i p t s ,  and they s e n t  me a second r e c e i p t  and 
s a i d ,  "E i the r  you ' r e  missing a document, o r  we ' re  missing 
a r e c e i p t . "  So I had t o  count a l l  the  documents. I went 
i n  t o  s e e  t h e  chief  and s a i d ,  " I  have t o  count a l l  t h e  
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weekly summaries from t h e  Of f i ce  of t h e  Chief of S t a f f  
of t h e  Army, and i n  doing s o  it i s  going t o  be necessary 
t h a t  I look a t  them." He t o l d  me t o  go ahead. H e  took 
one o u t ,  and showed it t o  me, and I proceeded t o  count,  
and came up wi th  a l l  of them, and s e n t  the  r e c e i p t  back. 
This i s  an example of th ings  t h a t  a r e  personal  t h a t  I 
l a t e r  had access  t o .  

Q. You a r e  r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  ch ie f  of  s t a f f ' s  
weekly summaries? 

A. Yes, s i r ,  bu t  I handled it f o r  a whi le  with- 
o u t  knowing what it was. 

9. I f  a document had come i n  t o  t h e  ch ie f  of 
s t a f f  o r  t h e  commanding g e n e r a l ,  and i f  it was being 
s e n t  t o  t h e  I G ,  f o r  example o r  t h e  J A G ,  would it go 
through t h e  a d j u t a n t  genera l  o r  could it go d i r e c t l y  
from your o f f i c e  t o  t h e  I G  o r  t h e  JAG? 

A. I ' m  no t  s u r e  I understand t h e  ques t ion ,  sir. 

Q. Well, your p o i n t  was t h a t  i f  a document l e f t  
your o f f i c e ,  it would go t o  t h e  a d j u t a n t  genera l  f o r  
d i s t r i b u t i o n .  My ques t ion  is,  i n s t e a d  of i t  going t o  
t h e  a d j u t a n t  genera i ,  i f  it were intended f o r  t n e  i n s p e c t o r  
genera l  o r  t h e  J A G ,  could it go d i r e c t l y  from your o f f i c e ,  
o r  t h e  c h i e f  of s t a f f ' s  o f f i c e ,  d i r e c t  t o  t h e  I G  o r  t o  t h e  
J A G ,  bypassing t h e  AG? 

A. Yes, sir ,  it c e r t a i n l y  could have, and t h i s  was 
o f t e n  done. We had s h o r t  suspenses,  and it became necessary 
from time t o  t ime t o  do t h a t .  I would pe r sona l ly  hand-carry 
it over  t h e r e .  Often t h e  I G  o r  t h e  g e n e r a l ' s  personal  s t a f f  
o f f i c e r s  would come i n  t o  s e e  t h e  commanding genera l ,  t a l k  
about whatever they w e r e  going t o  t a l k  about ,  and then t h e  
I G  would come and say t o  t h e  c h i e f ,  "The genera l  gave me 
t h i s  guidance and t o l d  m e  t o  do t h i s  by t h i s  suspense." 
And most o f t e n  I would hea r  about t h i s ,  maybe n o t  from 
t h e  I G  h imse l f ,  b u t  from t h e  a s s i s t a n t  I G .  I would nor ­
mally hea r  about t h i s  s o r t  of t h i n g  except  probably some 
close-hold i tems. There were some t h i n g s  going on t h a t  
I d i d n ' t  know about.  

a. Were you ever  aware a t  any time t h a t  t h e r e  was 
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an inquiry or investigation going on in this instance? 
 


A. No, sir. Not on this My Lai thing. 
 


Q Did you ever hear either the commanding

general or the chief of staff or any other senior officer 
 

in the headquarters direct that a formal investigation be 
 

conducted? This would be along the time of about early 
 

May? 
 


A. Yes, but it was on a missing document. That 
 

was the chief of staff as I remembered it. "Formal 
 

investigation," I might have to hesitate just a minute 
 

on that word, because it was a divisional investigation. 
 

I know it wasn't a formal investigation to run down 
 

a document, and they found it. 
 


Q If a formal investigation had been directed,

would there have been a division order cut on it appointing 
 

the investigating officer and stating the purpose of the 
 

investigation? 
 


A. Yes, sir. 
 


Q id you ever see a document that came in along

about the 20th of May, 1968, that was a report of investiga­
 

tion that had several statements appended to it from about 
 

15 to 25 witnesses? Did you see a document which fits that 
 

same general description which may have been submitted? 
 

No, let me rephrase that. Did you see, to the best of your 
 

recollection, a report that came in in the early part of 
 

~pril,perhaps sometime about the 3rd or the 5th of April, 
 

which was about a four or five-page report covering an 
 

allegation which had been made by a helicopter pilot 
 

concerning activities which took place in My Lai ( 4 )  on 
the 16th of March? 
 


A. No, sir. I did read, however, every investiga­
 

tion in the division that came across my desk, artillery 
 

incidents, trucks running over Vietnamese. I read all those. 
 


Q Did you read any operational investigations? 

A. No, sir. Most of my tasks were administrative in 
 

nature. I didn't get into the-­
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Q ( In te rpos ing)  For example, were you t h e r e  i n  
June,  i n  t h e  headquarters?  

A. U p  t o  t h e  2nd of June,  s i r .  

Q. You may have been gone then .  We were l e d  t o  
understand t h a t  t h e r e  was another  s i t u a t i o n  which developed 
i n  another  a r e a  i n  which a formal i n v e s t i g a t i o n  w a s  conducted? 

A. I heard t h a t  rumor. I d i d  hear  t h a t  rumor i n  
Vietnam, when I was i n  t h e  b a t t a l i o n .  

Q. Did you ever  hear  any rumors, any d i scuss ion ,  
o r  hea r  anything which may have c r e a t e d  susp ic ion  i n  your 
mind concerning what might have taken p lace  i n  My Lai  ( 4 )  
on 16 March 1968? 

A.  No, sir,  1 6  March i n  My Lai  ( 4 )  , I c a n ' t  assoc ­
i a t e  t h a t  t o  arlything. I remember t h a t  Task Force Barker, 
t h e  u n i t  i n  ques t ion ,  they had a he l luva  f i g h t  some time 
a f t e r  T e t  and I remember t h a t .  But it was near  a mountain, 
and they  were t ak ing  r e c o i l e s s  r i f l e  f i r e .  They l o s t  a 
company commander, an APC o r  two, and I remember t h a t  f i g h t  
very c l e a r l y  about Task Force Barker. 

Q. Would t h a t  have been i n  February? 

A. It w a s  a f t e r  Tet .  I could have been l a t e  
February; it could have been e a r l y  March; i t  could have 
been t h e  middle of March, i n  f a c t .  I do remember t h a t  
they  had a wicked f i g h t  down t h e r e .  

Q I t  could have been i n  t h i s  same area?  

A. No, sir,  it was o u t  by a mountain. I remember 
t h a t .  

Q What was t h e  number of t h e  mountain? 85? 

A. I wouldn ' t  know sir ,  b u t  General JOHNSON v i s i t e d  
t h e  A m e r i c a 1  Divis ion  and--as a ma t t e r  of f a c t ,  t h i s  v i s i t  
was i n  A p r i l ,  because he came about every 4 months a s  I 
remember--he went somewhere e l s e ,  and we had t o  d e l i v e r  h i s  
baggage t o  Quang Ngai, and I d e l i v e r e d  them, because w e  
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wanted t o  make s u r e  it go t  t h e r e  and t h e  r i g h t  amount and 
a l l  t h a t  s o r t  of th ing .  

Q. You a r e  t a l k i n g  about t h e  Army Chief of S t a f f ,  
General Harold K .  JOHNSON? 

A. Yes, sir. The Chief of S t a f f ,  Army, General  
JOHNSON. I was t o  d e l i v e r  h i s  baggage t o  Quang Ngai. And 
as  we flew down o u t  around t h e  c o a s t ,  I looked i n  t h e r e  
and saw t h i s  high ground where some of t h e  f i g h t i n g  had 
taken p lace .  I noted t h a t  t h a t ' s  t h e  mountain, by God, 
where they  had a  b i g  f i g h t .  And Task Force Barker was 
i n  on it, and I remembered t h a t  Task Force Barker had a 
f i g h t  and saw t h e  a r e a  i n  which they had t h e  f i g h t .  

Q. What day i n  A p r i l  was t h i s  now, because I 
might be i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h i s  one? 

A. S i r ,  I s u r e  c o u l d n ' t  t e l l  you. But t h e  p o i n t  
of t h e  mat ter  i s  t h a t  General JOHNSON v i s i t e d  America1 
Division--I th ink  it w a s  i n  April--I 'm s u r e  it is recorded 
somewhere. A s  a  ma t t e r  of f a c t  I b e t  it--I d o n ' t  know 
whether they  pu t  t h a t  i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n  log o r  not .  They 
n i g h t .  I f  i t ' s  i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n  log ,  we can determine t h e  
exact  t ime t h a t  he was t h e r e  i f  it was i n  A p r i l ,  and I 
th ink  it was. Did I answer your ques t ion ,  s i r ?  

Q Well, I ' m  no t  s u r e ,  because Task Force Barker a 

was disbanded on t h e  9 t h  oC Apr i l .  

A.  Ninth of A p r i l ,  s i r ?  

Q. I am t r y i n g  t o  r e c o n s t r u c t  i n  my own mind when 
they had t h i s  b a t t l e .  W e  have no t  heard about  t h i s  b a t t l e  
ye t .  

COL FRANKLIN: Excuse m e ,  sir.  Did t h e  company commander 
g e t  a  DSC? Was he k i l l e d  o r  wounded? 

A.  Oh, t h e  d e t a i l s ,  I couldn ' t - - I  t e l l  you, t h e r e  
was a l i e u t e n a n t  named RANSOME k i l l e d  down t h e r e .  He had 
both l e g s  blown o f f  and h i s  name w a s  RANSOME. 

Q. I n  t h i s  b a t t l e ?  

A. I c a n ' t  remember i f  it was i n  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  
b a t t l e ,  b u t  t h a t ' s  t h e  name I remember from somewhere south 
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of t h e  d i v i s i o n  he'adcparters,  I c o u l d n ' t  say i f  t h e  
company commander go t  a DSC o u t  of t h e  f i g h t .  

Q. You say you were f l y i n g  over  t h e  ocean and 
looked i n  and saw t h e  mountains? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  The mountain was t o  t h e  west of 
where w e  were f l y i n g .  

10: I t  could have been conceivably t o  t h e  west 
t o o ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  know what pe r t inence  t h i s  r e a l l y  has 
r i g h t  a t  t h e  moment, b u t  I do want t o  check t h i s  some 
way o r  another .  

COL FRANKLIN: J u s t  one ques t ion .  On t h e  17th of March, 
you s a t  i n  wi th  t h e  chief  of s t a f f  a t  7  o ' c lock  i n  
t h e  morning? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q - P r i o r  t o  going i n  t o  t h e  genera l .  Now on 16 
March t h i s  would have been a p r e t t y  b i g  b a t t l e .  There 
i s  a high body count,  128. Do you r e c a l l  i n  t h i s  pre- 
b r i e f  a t  0700 i n  t h e  morning, anybody t a l k i n g  about ,  "Task 
Force Barker r e a l l y  got  a  b i g  body count"? I t  may have 
been t h e  b i g g e s t  body cotult f o r  the h l e r i c a l  a t  t h a t  time-­
I d o n ' t  know. 

A. Well, it was n o t  t h e  b i g g e s t  f i g h t ,  and I d o n ' t  
r e c a l l  t h i s .  This would no t  be an i tem t h a t  would be d i s -  
cussed, unless  it w a s  r e a l l y  b ig .  The chief  of s t a f f - - t h e r e  
wasn ' t  any extraneous t a l k  i n  these  meetings. He handled 
t h e  meeting. I t  went from t h e  G3: "What have we go t  going 
today?" "We have a combat a s s a u l t  here ;  we have a combat 
a s s a u l t  he re ;  I need f i v e  h e l i c o p t e r s ;  we need a  dec i s ion  
on t h e  movement of a t r a i n s , "  o r  something l i k e  t h a t ,  and 
on down t o  G3, G 2 .  I t  might have went G2, G3, b u t  t h e r e  
wouldn ' t  have been--the chief  of s t a f f  would no t  have allowed 
t h a t  s o r t  of a t a l k  t o  go on, I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e ,  H e  handled 
t h a t  t h i n g  and they d idn ' t - -  

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  Did anybody ever  b r i n g  up a problem 
a t  one of t h e s e  p re -b r i e f s  which you heard about a confronta ­
t i o n  between American troops--a chopper p i l o t  and a ground 
uni t --or  a p o t e n t i a l  confronta t ion?  Did you ever  hea r  
anything about t h a t ?  
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A. I ' v e  heard of problem a reas  between American 
t roops  and Vietnamese. I wouldn't  s p e c i f i c a l l y  r e l a t e  
th i s - ­

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  American and American t roops?  

A .  Oh, no, sir. No, sir ,  I d i d  not .  

I0: Before we te rminate  t h i s  por t ion  of  t h e  hear- 
i n g ,  Major BEASLEY, I would l i k e  t o  say t h a t  we a r e  going 
t o  go i n t o  t h i s  t o  t h e  depth t h a t  is  necessary u n t i l  we can 
e s t a b l i s h  p r e c i s e l y  what was done. What happened a t  My Lai  
( 4 )  and what happened i n  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i v e  process  and s o  
on. 

You were s i t t i n g  i n  a c r i t i c a l  p o s i t i o n .  Now 
t h a t  we have t a l k e d  about t h i s  s i t u a t i o n ,  and it is  con­
ce ivab le  t h z t  t h i s  may, a t  a l a t e r  t ime,  b r i n g  something 
t o  mind. Some of t h e s e  th ings  might f a l l  i n t o  p l a c e  f o r  
you. I f  you do r e c a l l  anything which has t o  do wi th  t h e  
inqu i ry  and t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of My Lai  ( 4 )  o r  t h e  r e p o r t s ,  
me of which we have shown you h e r e ,  f o r  example, we would 
l i k e  very much t o  hea r  about it. We would l i k e  f o r  you t o  
g e t  i n  touch wi th  t h i s  o f f i c e .  I n  t h e  same sense ,  i f  you 
by chance have o r  run across  some documents, photographs, 
maps, o r  anything t h a t  would p e r t a i n  t o  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  
s u b j e c t ,  we would a l s o  apprec ia te  having those.  

Before w e  canclude, I would ask i f  you have 
any s ta tement ,  o r  any a d d i t i o n a l  information which you 
would l i k e  t o  provide us t o  a s s i s t  us i n  t h e  purpose of 
t h i s  inqu i ry?  

A. Yes, f do, s ir .  One cannot he lp  bu t  read  t h e  
papers and news magazines. I ' m  a  b i t  appal led  by t h e  way 
t h a t  a l l  media have taken a f t e r  t h e  Army. America1 Divi- 
sion--and I ' m  not  t r y i n g  t o  whitewash o r  cover f o r  A m e r i ­
c a l  Divis ion,  b u t  t h e  p o l i c y  of t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander--I 
2ever heard him say it, b u t  he d i d n ' t  be l i eve  i n  t h a t  s o r t  
of th ing .  There was a paper t h a t  was w r i t t e n  p r i o r  t o  1 5  
January 1968, and I f e e l  s u r e  t h e  d a t e  of t h e  paper w a s  
something i n  November o r  December, and t h i s  paper had t o  
do with t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  of v i l l a g e s ,  and I remembered it 
c l e a r l y ,  because I worked on it. The paper was w r i t t e n  
p r i n c i p a l l y  by t h e  d i v i s i o n  G 3 .  The f i r s t  sentence i s ,  
"War i s  an i n h e r e n t l y  d e s t r u c t i v e  a c t i o n . "  And I remember 
a l i t t l e  about t h e  paper i t s e l f .  But t h e  sum of t h e  paper 
was: "Now, w e  know w a r  is  bad. Commanders have g o t  t o  
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p r o t e c t  t h e i r  t roops .  But t h e r e  willbe none 05 t h i s  
t e a r i n g  up v i l l a g e s  and k i l l i n g  anyone." 

A s  I remember t h i s  paper was s igned by General 
KOSTER, and it was i n  t h e  form of guidance t o  commanders. 
I am no t  s u r e  of t h e  man2er of d i s t r i b u t i o n .  W e  d i d  have 
some commanders conferences about the  t i m e ,  and it may 
have been handed ou t  t h e r e .  General XOSTER may have 
spoken t o  t h e  commanders p r i v a t e l y  o r  when v i s i t i n g  
u n i t s ,  t h a t  s o r t  of th ing .  I d o n ' t  know what guidance 
h e  gave. I do know a paper was w r i t t e n ,  and t he  f i r s t  
sentence  is ,  "War "--well, maybe no t  t h e  f i r s t  sentence ,  
b u t  a sentence  very near  t h e  f r o n t  of t h i s  paper i s ,  "War 
i s  an i n h e r e n t l y  d e s t r u c t i v e  a c t i o n . "  And I remember tha t - -  
and t h e  p o i n t  of t h e  mat ter  was--oh, I s p e n t  my f i r s t  t o u r  
with t h e  Vietnamese, and t h e r e ' s  two d i f f e r e n t  wars,  one 
fought by t h e  Vietnamese, and one fought by t h e  Americans, 
and I was g e t t i n g  a chance t o  s e e  both s i d e s .  I was g lad  
t o  see  t h i s  paper being w r i t t e n ,  because--well, I k ind  of 
b e l i e v e  t h e  Vietnamese a r e  on our  s i d e ,  t h e  ones t h a t  I 
knew, and i t s  necessary t o  work with them i f  we a r e  going 
t o  win t h i s  th ing .  And t h a t ' s  why I apgrec ia ted  see ing  
t h a t  paper w r i t t e n .  

Q- You ind ica ted  t h a t  was prepared i n  t h e  time 
frame of November o r  December 1967? 

A.  If I had to pess  on a date ,  I ' d  say  Cecxxkzr 
of 1967. I t  may have extended c l e a r  u n t i l  January 15 th ,  
b u t  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  so.  I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  remember, and I t e l l  
you t h e  reason why, sir. The o f f i c e r  who pu t  i n  t h e  
p r i n c i p a l  amount of work on t h e  paper was a Lieutenant  
Colonel GRANGER. H e  w a s  t h e  d i v i s i o n  G3. He i s  t h e  guy 
t h a t  came up with t h e  broad brush ,  and I remember t h i s  
came o u t ,  then they f lushed it ou t  a  l i t t l e  b i t ,  and I 
proofread it, took it i n  t o  t h e  c h i e f ,  and t h a t ' s  t h e  
th ing .  I remember t h i s  paper.  I remember t h a t  one wel l .  
But I would say t h e  d a t e  would be sometime i n  December, 
b u t  it may have extended a s  l a t e  a s  15 January.  

Q. While w e  a r e  t a l k i n g  about documents t h a t  were 
publ ished by t h e  d i v i s i o n ,  I w i l l  show you E x h i b i t  D-5 ,  
"Combat Operat ions,  Rules of Engagement, " da ted  16 March 
1968, and ask you i f  you a r e  f a m i l i a r  with t h i s  document. 

(I0 hands t h e  document t o  t h e  wi tness . )  

A. Yes, s i r ,  I am. The man who wrote  t h i s - - i f  
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necessary I could name the man who wrote this--Lieutenant 
 

Colonel William D. KELLEY, principal action officer. He 
 

may not have, in fact, written all of it, but-­
 


Q. (Interposing) Lieutenant Colonel KELLEY in 
 

the G3 Section? 
 


A. No, at that time he was performing as special 
 

assistant to the chief of staff. Colonel KELLEY and I 
 

were in the same office, and that's not the paper to which 
 

I refer, sir. 
 


Q I have another paper here dated 24 March 
 

(Exhibit M-9). It is addressed to all commanders over 
 

the signature of the commanding general. 
 


(I0 hands the paper to the witness .) 

A.  This is not the paper to which I refer, sir. 

Q. Would this be similar in content and scope to 
 

the paper that you are alluding to? 
 


A. Yes, it would. Yes, sir, it would, but the paper 
 

I'm referring to is much earlier--much earlier-. 
 


Q Were you familiar with this paper when it was 
 

prepared? 
 


a. Yes, sir, I remember this.
 


Q. Do you recall what prompted the preparation of 
 

this paper? 
 


A. No, sir. I don't. 
 


Q Do you recall any meetings of the commanding 
 

general and his principal staff officers and commanders 
 

to discuss the safeguarding of noncombatants and protection 
 

of property about this time period? 
 


A. We did have commanders meetings. To my knowledge, 
 

I don't remember General KOSTER saying this to the brigade 
 

commanders. I do remember however, that the division G5, 
 

a Lieutenant Colonel ANISTRANSKI--don't remember his first 
 

name--was always on this sort of thing, sir. He was always 
 

pushing this sort of program. To answer your specific 
 

question, sir, I do not remember the division commander 
 

saying this to the brigade commanders. 
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I0: Anybody e l s e  have any ques t ions?  

MR WEST: Do you know who wrote t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  l e t t e r  
t o  t h e  commanders? 

A. I think--I  w i l l  guess t h e  G 3  b e f o r e  I g e t  a f i x  
on t h e  symbol he re  (looking a t  t h e  l e t t e r )  . The symbol 
says  CG, b u t  I--I had problems on t h a t - - t h a t  may no t  be 
t h e  symbol-- 

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  Colonel BALMER appeared before  
us  and t e s t i f i e d  and s a i d  he never saw it before .  

A. He l e f t  about--I t e l l  you when he l e f t  t h e  
d i v i s i o n ,  sir. H e  and a f u l l  co lone l ,  the a r t i l l e r y  
commander, l e f t - - I  b e l i e v e  Colonel BALMER was gone by-- 
oh, it s t r i k e s  me about 15 March, a s  a ma t t e r  of fac t - ­
t h e  d a t e  t h a t  he l e f t  t h e  d i v i s i o n .  I t  may have been 
s l i g h t l y  l a t e r ,  b u t  n o t  much. When he l e f t  t h e  d i v i s i o n ,  
t h e  a r t i l l e r y  commander--DIVARTY commander l e f t  t h e  
d i v i s i o n  a l s o  i n  March--maybe towards t o  t h e  end of 
t h e  month a s  I remember it. 

10: Who was t h e  a r t i l l e r y  commander a t  t h a t  
t i m e  and who replaced '  him? 

A. The a r t i l l e r y  commander was Colonel Mason 
Z. YOLTNG, and he  w a s  replaced by Colonel Larry ZOWES, 
who was r e c e n t l y  promoted t o  b r i g a d i e r  genera l  o r  
s e l e c t e d  f o r  promotion. I doubt t h a t  he i s  a b r i g a d i e r  
genera l  by now, bu t  h e ' s  almost t h a t .  Then, a s  51 remem­
b e r ,  t h e r e  was some overlap.  

0. Do you have anything e l s e  you would l i k e  t o  e n t e r  
i n t o  t h e  i n q u i r y  a s  a mat ter  of record? 

A. J u s t  t h e  paper t o  which I r e f e r ,  and you 
subsequent ly brought these  up. The paper t o  which I 
r e f e r  i s  n o t  shown here .  T h a t ' s  a l l  I have, s ir .  

COL MILLER: Major, you seemed t o  express  a g r e a t  amount 
of r e l i e f  t h a t  t h i s  l e t t e r  which was publ ished sometime 
between '~ovember  and January was a c t u a l l y  publ ished.  Why 
was t h a t ?  Is t h e r e  something t h a t  made you f e e l  t h a t  t h i s  
was abso lu te ly  necessary? Had something gone on i n  t h e  
division or  what? 

A. No sir ,  and i f  I express  r e l i e f - -  
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( In te rpos ing)  This i s  my impression. 

A. Well, i f  I conveyed t h e  wrong impression t o  you, 7 
s ir  or--well,  I d id  no t  in tend  t o  convey r e l i e f .  The p o i n t  
of t h e  mat ter  was t h a t  I f e l t  t h i s  was a good, s o l i d  guidance. 
My f i r s t  t o u r  i n  Vietnam, I saw th ings  t h a t  were no t  w e l l  , 

done, and I was g lad  t o  s e e  t h i s  s o r t  of th ing .  I t  was pub­
l i s h e d  and, f p r  a l l  I know, it should have been followed. 
Tha t ' s  what I wanted t o  convey, sir. 
Q. Hadn't t h e r e  been anything l i k e  t h a t  publ ished 
before  a t  h igher  q u a r t e r s  o r  d i v i s i o n ?  

A .  Well, I doubt it, s i r ,  and f o r  a very good rea­
son. One, we had--well, I c a n ' t  f o r  s u r e  name a l l  t h e  u n i t s ,  
b u t  a l o t  of s e p a r a t e  br igades  and t h e  s e p a r a t e  a i r b o r n e  
br ighdes ,  and t h e s e  u n i t s  were commanded by b r i g a d i e r  gen- ­
erals--two of  them a s  I remember--and t h e  o t h e r s  by s t r o n g  
co lone l s  and they  ran  t h e i r  own show. And I th ink  t h a t  
probably t h e  Task Force Oregon commander, i n  my own opinion-- 
c e r t a i n l y  i n  no way valid--was t h a t  t h e  Task Force Oregon 
commander s a i d ,  "Okay, we got  some NVA he re ,  you move your 
br igade  over  t h e r e ,  t ake  them o u t ,  and t h a t  w i l l  be f i n e . "  
And then t h e  br igade  commander went and d id  it. That was 
my opinion of how t h e  f o r c e  opera ted ,  and, consequently,  I 
doubt t h a t  t h e r e  were publ ished r u l e s  and regu la t ions .  

10: I would Like t o  remind you again you have been 
d i r e c t e d  t h a t  you should no t  e i t h e r  d i r e c t l y  o r  through 
o t h e r s  d i scuss  t h e  My L a i  i n c i d e n t ,  inc luding  subsequent 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  and r e p o r t s ,  with any person who may have 
connected wi th  t h i s  i n c i d e n t ,  i n  any way. 

O f  cuurse, t h i s  d o e s n ' t  apply i f  you a r e  r equ i red  
t o  d i scuss  t h e  case  i n  another  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e ,  q u a s i - j u d i c i a l ,  
j u d i c i a l ,  o r  l e g i s l a t i v e  group, o r  a s  you may be requ i red  t o  
do s o  i n  t h e  performance of your d u t i e s  and appearances be- 
f o r e  o t h e r  au thor ized  bodies ,  

This hea r ing  w i l l  be recessed.  

(The hea r ing  recessed a t  1845 hours ,  22 December 
1969 .) 
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(The hear ing  reconvened a t  0932 hours ,  1 4  February 
1978 .) 

I0: The hear ing  w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  

RCDR : The following named persons a re  p resen t :  LTG PEERS, 
MR WEST, MR MACCRATE, MR WALSH, COL F R A N K L I N  and MAJ LYNN. 

S i r ,  t h e  next  wi tness  i s  Major John D. BEASLEY. 

(Major John D. BEASLEY, 111, was r e c a l l e d  as  a 
wi tness ,  reminded t h a t  he was s t i l l  under o a t h ,  and t e s t i f i e d  
a s  follows : )  

RCDR: Major BEASLEY, you a r e  reminded t h a t  you remain 
under o a t h  before  t h i s  hear ing .  

I0: Major BEASLEY, s i n c e  we l a s t  t a l k e d  t o  you, j u s t  
a few days before  Christmas, .  we have t a l k e d  t o  a l a r g e  number 
of people.  A l l  t o t a l ,  from t h e  time we s t a r t e d  t h e  inves- 
t i g a t i o n  up t o  t h e  p r e s e n t  t ime,  -we have t a l k e d  t o  something 
i n  excess  of 350 people.  Some of t h e s e  people,  we've t a l k e d  
t o  a s  many a s  f i v e  t imes.  When we t a l k e d  t o  you t h e  f i r s t  
t i m e ,  we d i d n ' t  know much about t h e  s i t u a t i o n  i n  var ious  a r e a s ,  
and we were s o r t  of  groping i n  t h e  dark.  Aside from t h e  num- 
b e r  of people we have t a l k e d  t o ,  we've a l s o  assembled a l a r g e  
number of documents having t o  d o . w i t h  t h e  i n c i d e n t  i t s e l f ,  
t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s ,  and t h e  reviews of  t h e  i n c i d e n t .  

I n  add i t ion  t o  a l l  of  t h a t ,  we've a l s o  had t h e  op- 
p o r t u n i t y  t o  v i s i t  South Vietnam, where we met t h e  people a t  
MACV, USARV, I11 MAF,  America1 Divis ion ,  and a l s o  t h e  11th 
Brigade. I n  each ins tance  we have been i n v i t e d  and accepted 
t h e  i n v i t a t i o n  t o  go through t h e i r  records ,  and sc reen  t h e i r  
records f o r  any papers  and documents which may r e l a t e  t o  var ­
ious  a spec t s  of t h e  My Lai i n c i d e n t .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  we had t h e  
oppor tuni ty  t o  v i s i t  t h e  2d ARVN Divis ion and t a l k  t o  General 
TOAN, who was Colonel TOAN a t  t h e  time you were over  t h e r e ,  
some of t h e  people i n  h i s  headquar ters ,  and some of  t h e  U.S. 
advisors  t h e r e .  We a l s o  v i s i t e d  province and t a l k e d  t o  a 
g r e a t  number of people i n  t h e  U.S. advisory element.  Also t h e  
ARVN, o r  t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  s t a f f  i t s e l f .  The same t h i n g  may be 
said of Son Tinh. We a l s o  v i s i t e d  LZ Dottie- ­
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A. ( In te rpos ing)  Son Tinh? 

Q Son Tinh D i s t r i c t ?  Actua l ly  Son My is one of t h e  
o 

v i l l a g e s  o f .  Son Tinh. W e  v i s i t e d  t h e  d i s t r i c t  and we t a l k e d  
t o  t h e  former d i s t r i c t  c h i e f ,  who was then a  Lieutenant  TAN, 
T-A-N, and he has been moved from t h e r e ,  and a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  
t ime i s  loca ted  a s  t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  o f f i c e r  of Quang Ngai Pro­
v ince.  We've t a l k e d  t o  t h e  people who were a s s o c i a t e d  wi th  
t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  p a r t  of t h e  opera t ion .  We v i s i t e d  D o t t i e  j u s t  
t o  see  what it looked l i k e .  We a l s o  had an oppor tuni ty  t o  
over  f l y  t h e  Son My a r e a  and t o  g e t  on t h e  ground a t  My L a i  
( 4 ) .  While we were i n  South Vietnam, we a l s o  g o t  t h e  geo­
graphic  name of p laces  s t r a i g h t e n e d  o u t .  That which appears 
on U . S .  maps as My La i  ( 4 ) ,  w e  found a c t u a l l y  was t h e  sub-
hamlet of Thuan Yen, which i s  one of t h e  f i v e  sub-hamlets of  
Tu Cung Hamlet, of which Tu Cung i s  one of four  hamlets of Son 
My Vi l l age .  We g o t  a l l  of t h a t  s t r a i g h t e n e d  o u t ,  and we w e r e  
a b l e  t o  go through My L a i ( 4 )  and t o  geographical ly  l o c a t e  
where some of t h e  i n c i d e n t s  t h a t  we know about took p lace .  

W e  worked a t  t h e  America1 Divis ion ,  and t a l k e d  
t o  t h e  people t h e r e .  We have t a l k e d  t o  a l a r g e  number of  
people from t h e  va r ious  headquarters  and from s e v e r a l  u n i t s ,  
s o  we a r e  i n  a p o s i t i o n  today t o  ask some i n t e l l i g e n t  ques ­
t i o n s .  What w e  a r e  seeking now, i s  t o  f i l l  some of t h e  gaps 
t h a t  w e  have i n  t h e  information.  

W e  have a reasonably complete s t o r y  of what hap­
pened, b u t  w e  need t o  f i l l  t h e  gaps and t h i s  is t h e  primary 
reason f o r  your r eca l l . .  Also, w e  want t o  provide you wi th  
some a d d i t i o n a l  informat ion ,  and t a l k  t o  you about some of 
t h e  th ings  t h a t  you t e s t i f i e d  t o  previous ly ,  ta s e e  i f  w e  
can r e f r e s h  your mind f u r t h e r .  

A .  Fine ,  sir. 

Q Before we proceed wi th  t h e  ques t ioning ,  do you
have any q u e s t i o r s  t h a t  you would l i k e  t o  ask a t  t h i s  t i m e ?  

A.  W e l l ,  maybe I should go ahead and ask it now, sir. 
I noted t h a t  you s a i d ,  you read  through t h e  America1 Divis ion  
f i l e s  and t h e r e  w a s  a paper t h a t  I r e f e r r e d  t o  i n  t h e r e ,  t h e  
f i r s t  sentence  of which began wi th ,  "War i s  an i n h e r e n t l y  
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destructive a c t i o n "  and I, a t  that t ime t o l d  you it was w r i t ­
ten by Colonel GRANGER. D i d  you a l l  come a c r o s s  t h a t  p a r t i c ­
ular paper, or if t h a t  will come o u t  l a t e r  I w i l l  ho ld  t h e  
question? 
 

c2. Frankly, 1 do riot recall having come upon it. 
NOW 1'11 be v e r y  frank w i t h  yon. W e  d i d a p t  f i n d  too  many 
papers in t h e  America1 D i v i s i o r l  Sieadquarters, and t h a t ' s  
one sf  t h e  th ings  we want t3 talk t o  you about too .  I'll 
ask M r .  MACCRATE to l e a d  che ques t ion ing  this morning, and 
af ter  he gets through w i t h  E parkiz-zlar  l i n e  of ques t ioning  
LZre o t h e r  g?eopIe will address  ques t ions  ts you as w e l l .  

I52 ,WCCFATE. M a j o r  BEASLEY, 1 cn7o9ld first l i k e  t o  i n q u i r e  
&out t h e  files of t h e  headquarters of t h e  America1 Divi ­
s i o n  i n  t h i s  per iod  during t he  s p r i n g  of 1 9 6 8 ,  j u s t  p r i o r  
to your depar tu re  f r o m  dfvisio~headquar te r s2  With our  
c ~ g r ? ; u n i e c k i ~ ~ ii d  go^ ,&c,;;t .:\_liiLLi2~:-G t s ~ t j _ _ f yhere today, w e  
did i n q u i r e  whether you had any documents o r  r e l a t e d  m a t e r i a l s ,  
and I w a s  woi~derinaif you d id  have any t h a t  you had brought 
w i t h  you. Any m a t e r i a l s  t o  which ycu have been a b l e  t o  r e f e r ,  
to refresh your recsl lect ion s i n c e  you we;re l a s t  here? 

-.I --r. -P - - . - e-h..----*L---e ,,, at a12 sir.  I ,,L
 ,,,,, then. I dzr,'t 
a .fi-jng, 3: left.bhe di.\i.i.-.-: :lt-aGq--Garte~Lsand wenthave L2rcil.t 

d i r e c t l y  to a b a t t a l i o n ,  t a k i n g  w i t h  me very l i t t l e ,  and a s  
a ma t t e r  s f  fact I took my c l o t h e s ,  and t h a t  was it. I d o n ' t  
have any papers, no tes ,  o r  t h a t  s o r t  sf t h i n g .  

a .  .On t h i s  very p o i n t  w e  have t a l k e d  t o  Sergeant  
SAIMONS . 
A.  Y e s .  

Q. You may r e c a l l  t h a t  he was t h e  document NCO who 
a r r i v e d  dur ing  t h e  month of May of 1 9 6 8 ,  p r i o r  t o  your de­
p a r t u r e  and a s  we w e r e  i n t e r r o g a t i n g  him about c e r t a i n  docu­
ments he made t h i s  s ta tement ,  

"This i s  one t h i n g ,  though. Major BEASLEY l e f t ,  
of course he d idn  Y go very f a r  away. H e  j u s t  
went ou t  i n  t h e  f i e l d ,  H e  l e f t  a l o t  05 h i s  
papsrs, a l o t  of papers t h e r e .  His desk was j u s t  
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f u l l  of papers ,  papers  s tacked a l l  over  every p lace .  
Major POWELL and myself made an a t tempt  t o  s o r t  
t h e s e  papers  o u t ,  and had a bunch of papers  w e  
d i d n ' t  know what t o  do wi th .  They were j u s t  typed 
sc raps  sf paper and notes  and th ings  l i k e  t h i s ,  
which w e  kept  s e p a r a t e  and gave t o  Major BEASLEY 
when he came back. T h e  t ime when he stopped i n  t h e  
o f f i c e  we had q u i t e  a b i t  of t h a t  s t u f f  s t acked  on 
t h e  book case .  I f  I r e c a l l  c o r r e c t l y ,  two manila 
envelopes were s e a l e d  w i t h  t h a t  s t u f f  of h i s .  I t  
was marked Major BEASLEY on t h e  o u t s i d e  of it. What 
was i n  t h e r e ,  I d o n u t  know." 

Having rece ived  t h i s  testimony you can understand my ques t ions?  

A .  I c e r t a i n l y  can. These were e f f i c i e n c y  r e p o r t s  
w r i t t e n  by Colonel MUSSER, when he l e f t .  He l e f t  i n  t h e  e a r l y  
p a r t  of February, February 6 th .  We d i d  have q u i t e  a l a r g e  
number of e f f i c i e n c y  r e p o r t s  t h a t  weren ' t  g e t t i n g  back he re  t o  
Department of t h e  Army, and t h i s  was Colonel MUSSER's working-­
h i s  d r a f t  of e f f i c i e n c y  r e p o r t s ,  and he asked t h a t  we save 
them u n t i l  such t ime a s  a l l  t h e  e f f i c i e n c y  r e p o r t s  had a r r i v e d  
a t  DA, o r  we d i d n ' t  g e t  anymore ques t ions  on them. I b e l i e v e  
t h e r e  were two folders--two manila envelopes f u l l  of penc i l ed  
e f f i c i e n c y  r e p o r t  d r a f t s .  I don" eve r  remember t ak ing  those  
o u t  of t h e  headquar ters  however, and I ' m  n o t  t o o  s u r e  t h a t  
Sergeant  SAIMONS o r  STEVENS or--did he say tha t - - I  d o n ' t  mean 
t o  ques t ion  you-­

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  I have given you h i s  f u l l  s ta tement  
i n  r e s p e c t  t o  it, and you w i l l  no te  he says ,  "What was i n  t h e r e ,  
I don 't know. " 

A. W e l l ,  ic w a s  e f f i c i e n c y  r e p o r t s  from ~ o i o n e lMUSSER, 
t h a t  Colonel MUSSER had w r i t t e n .  

Q H e  has i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  were o t h e r  papers  t h a t  a 

he ga thered  toqethix:  d r ~ dalso de l ive red  t o  you, a t  t h a t  t i m e .  

A. And bank s ta tements .  I l e f t  a l l  those  i n  my desk. 
I know t h a t .  

Whether o r  no t  t h e  o f f i c i a l  papers o t h e r  t h a n  t h e  

X" $ ­


.R,: 
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e f f i c i e n c y  r e p o r t s  t h a t  w e r e  included i n  t h i s  assembled 
mate r i a l ?  

-3 
A,  - $  No, sir. Other than  maybe t h e s l d  d r a f t s  of papers 
1 w a s  working on, b u t  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  anything--There was nothing 
--na final typewri t ten  papers  i n  any of this s t u f f .  

Q. w a s  t h e  genera l  cond i t ion  of t h e  f i l e s  i n  t h e  
headquar ters ,  a t  t h e  time t h a t  you l e f t ?  

A.  I would say about average,  sir. We didn't--we k e p t  
very l i t t l e  i n  t h e  headquar ters .  The s t a f f  s e c t i o n s  and t h e  
AG f i l e d  s t a f f  a c t i o n s  t h a t  were completed, o r  a dec i s ion  
rendered. Colonel PARSON d i d  keep copies  of  some papers i n  h i s  -
desk. -­

8 - I n  h i s  desk'? 

A ,  Y e s .  He had a PAttle--in h i s  Power r i g h t  drawer, 
he p a r t i t i o n e d  o f f  and kept  c e r t a i n  s t a f f  a c t i o n s  t h a t  he was 
a l i t t l e  b i t  concerned about ,  he kept  those  i n  manila f o l d e r s .  

Q - Now, Sergeant  SAiiviGiU'S a l so  stated, "Jiist beEors I 
l e f t  I s t a r t e d  an OER log.  W e  were having s o  much t r o u b l e  
w i t h  l o s i n g  O E R ' s  and I maintained a log  of t h e s e  O E R ' s  and 
as f a r  a s  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a log  f o r  anything e l s e ,  I d i d n ' t ,  n o t  
t h a t  I r e c a l l . "  This r e fe rence  t o  l o s i n g  O E R s s  does occasion 
us  t o  i n q u i r e ,  what c o n t r o l s  you had over  t h e  m a t e r i a l s  c i r ­
c u l a t i n g  i n  t h e  headquarters?  

A.  S p e c i f i c a l l y  on O E R ' s  I maintained a log--well, I 
l o s t  my admin i s t r a t ive  NCO. H e  went t o  t h e  f i e l d  and was 
k i l l e d  and Sergeant  R I T C H I E  came i n  and I had him maintain an 
OER log.  He kep t  it i n  one of those  long green books, about 
t h a t  wide and about t h a t  long ( i n d i c a t i n g  approximately 18  
inches  long and 10 inches  wide) of O E R s s  coming i n  and going 
o u t .  

8 Did you at tempt  t o  c o n t r o l  any o t h e r  papers? 

A. W e  d i d  f o r  awhile ,  s i r ,  when I f i r s t  came i n t o  t h e  
d i v i s i o n  and then we just--we found t h a t  we c o u l d n ' t  do it, and 
w e  d i d  not .  
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Q - . Would you t e l l  us something about t h e  s a f e  i n  your 
o f f i c e ?  We've had cons iderable  testimony about it, and some 
of t h e  testimony we've had i s  q u i t e  remarkable? 

A. I had one s a f e  i n  my o f f i c e .  I t  was probably f o u r  
o r  f i v e  drawers. I b e l i e v e  it was a four  drawer s a f e .  

Q That i s  t h e  testimony we have rece ived  from t h e  
var ious  personnel  of t h e  o f f i c e ,  t h a t  it was a four  drawer 
s a f e .  

A.  I had t h e  combination and Sergeant  R I T C H I E ,  a t  t h e  
t i m e  I was t h e r e ,  I b e l i e v e  he had t h e  combination, a s  d i d  t h e  
g e n e r a l ' s  s t e n o  and very we l l  t h e  g e n e r a l ' s  a i d e  might have 
had t h e  combination, because i f  t h e  genera l  came i n t o  t h e  
headquar ters ,  they might want t o  g e t  i n t o  it. I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  
t h e  two A D C ' s  had t h e  combination. We kept  room i n  t h e  s a f e ,  
t h e  top  two drawers, I b e l i e v e  it was f o r  t h e  genera l  o f f i c e r ' s  
i n  and o u t  box, and w e  pu t  these  back i n  t h e  s a f e  i n  t h e  
evening when they were f i n i s h e d  wi th  them. Down i n  t h e  bottom 
drawer I kept  t h e  weekly summaries from t h e  Army o f f i c e  of t h e  
chief  of s t a f f ,  p l u s  about one o r  two o t h e r  documents t h a t  I 
was s igned f o r  on a permanent b a s i s ,  we l l  it might have been 
more than  t h a t  r e a l l y .  Yes. I would say more than  two o r  
t h r e e  documents t h a t  I was s igned f o r  on a permanent b a s i s  i n  
t h e  bottom drawer, and then  i n  one of those  drawers I kep t  a 
s t a c k  of e f f i c i e n c y  r e p o r t s  w r i t t e n  by Colonel MUSSER, and a l s o  
i n  one of t h e  drawers we kept--there was a 1203. Are you 
f a m i l i a r  wi th  t h a t ,  s i r ?  I t ' s  j u s t  a simple recording  form 
f o r  handl ing documents. Whenever we would handle s o  many 
documents and b u i l d  up a s t a c k  of 1 2 0 3 ' ~ ~ vouid t a k e  those  we 
o u t ,  and pu t  them i n  an envelope and put  those  i n  t h e  s a f e .  
That very w e l l  migBt have been one of the  th ings  t h a t  w a s  i n  
one of t h e  manila envelopes,  t h e  1203's .  

10: * What" a 1203, again? 

A.  I t s s  j u s t  my copy t h a t  1 have turned  i n  t h e  document 
t o  someone e l s e .  I t ' s  my insurance--

Q e  ( In te rpos ing)  A t e a r  o f f  s h e e t ?  

A. Y e s ,  sip 
A . .  ,--. 

I t ' s  a l i t t l e  pink-­
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~XR MACCRATE. ( In te rpcs ing)  What d i d  you do with those  a f t e r - -  

A. ( In te rpos ing)  Well, by t h i s  t ime,  I th ink  i t ,  was 
q u i t e  some time and I probably threw those  away, t h e  1203's .  

Q. When you say t h i s  time are you speaking of  1970 o r  
beEore you l e f t  i n  1968? 

A. W e l l ,  I ' m  speaking of  a f t e r  I l e f t  t h e  d i v i s i o n  
headquar ters ,  and came back t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n  headquarters  a t  one 
time or another, I went back t o  t r y  and g e t  some l i g h t e r s  f o r  
Colonel MUSSER. I f  t h a t ' s  when Sergeant  SAIMONS gave me t h e s e  
manila envelopes,  t h a t ' s  when I probably go t  t h e  1203 's .  I 
d o n ' t  have them anymore, s o  I probably threw them away. 

Q- W e  a l s o  understand t h a t  t h e r e  were personal  f o l d e r s  
f o r  t h e  commanding genera l ,  and poss ib ly  Colonel PARSON, and 
t h e  ADCs? 

Ae Personal  f o l d e r s ?  A r e  'you speaking of  t h e  reading  
file, s i r ?  The morning reading  f i l e ?  

Q. N o .  These were f o l d e r s  i n  which papers  were kep t  
f o r  the i n d i v i d u a l  s e n i o r  officers . Y e  had G e i i e r ~ lXos tcrqs 
envelope descr ibed  t o  us  a s  an aeeordian wi th  a f o l d  over-- 

A. ( In te rpos ing)  T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  I t  was a brown one. 
I t h i n k  t h a t  was i n  t h e  s a f e  t o o ,  sir.  

Q. And it had General KOSTER's name an i t ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  t h e r e  was a f o l d e r  l i k e  t h a t ,  o r  a paper 
l i k e  t h a t .  I would agree wi th  t h a t .  

& - Did you e v e r  have occasion t o  examine t h a t  f o l d e r ?  

A. No. I do remember t h a t  t h e r e  were one o r  two-- 
something l i k e  t h a t  i n  t h e  s a f e .  

Q. Was t h a t  f o l d e r  i n  t h e  s a f e  when you departed? 

A. Y e s ,  sir.  Well, I donst s p e c i f i c a l l y  remember 
s e e i n g  it, b u t  I s u r e  a s  h e l l  d i d n ' t  t ake  i t  o u t  of t h e r e ,  e i t h e r  
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th ink  anyone could p u t  a helmet i n  t h a t  s a f e .  

10: Well, I ' l l  t e l l  you, SAIMON wished t h e  h e l l ,  he 
c o u l d n ' t  have kep t  it i n  t h e r e  too .  

A. Why i s  t h a t ,  s i r ?  

Q. Why? Because it was t a k i n g  up a l l  of  h i s  s a f e  and 
everytime h e  would t a k e  t h e  helmet o u t  and g e t  th ings  organized 
t h e  helmet would be back i n  t h e r e  again .  

A. W e l l ,  then  he probably d i d  have i t  i n  t h e r e .  I ' m  
j u s t  not--I  d o n ' t  	remember anything about a helmet.  

MI3 MACCRATE: We've had testimony t h a t  it may have been i n  t h e  
second drawer a t  one time when it was s t u c k ,  and we a l s o  had 
testimony t h a t  t h e r e  were miscellaneous papers i n  t h e  second 
drawer. We have an extremely s e r i o u s  s i t u a t i o n  with r e s p e c t  
t o  papers t h a t  were i n  your custody,  Major BEASLEY, and t h i s  
i s  a t e r r i b l y  s e r i o u s  mat ter  a t  t h i s  p o i n t  with r e s p e c t  t o  t h e s e  
documents. Now, you have i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  i n  add i t ion  t o  t h e  
papers k e p t  i n  your s a f e  you r e c a l l  t h j t  Colonel PARSON had 
some i n  h i s  lower right-hand drawer? 

1,' A. Y e s ,  s ir .  I could go i n  t h e r e  and-- 

Q- ( In te rpos ing)  You knew t h e  contents?  

A. No, I d i d n ' t  know t h e  con ten t s  of a l l  of them, b u t  
I had no qualms about looking f o r  t h i n g s  i n  t h e r e .  There w a s  
nothing c l a s s i f i e d  a t  a l l  i n  t h e r e .  

' 	 	10: L e t  me ask you before  you l eave  t h i s  s t a g e .  I un­
ders tand dur ing  t h e  e a r l y  p a r t  of your tenure  of o f f i c e ,  and 
a l s o  Sergeant  RITCHIE t h a t  awhile  he was t h e r e ,  g r e a t  d e a l  of  
t h e  s a f e  was j u s t  s o r t  of  packed f u l l  of documents? I wouldn't  
say packed f u l l ,  bu t  t h e r e  was a  l a r g e  number of documents. 
I n  ques t ion ing  Sergeant R I T C H I E ,  he i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  much of those  
had t o  do wi th  t h e  o rgan iza t ion  of  Task Force Oregon, and a s  
a consequence had been outdated.  He i n d i c a t e d  t o  me t h a t  be- 
tween yourse l f  and h imsel f ,  and PFC HERRIS o r  S p e c i a l i s t  H E R R I S ,  
t h a t  t h e  t h r e e  of  you had des t royed these?  

A. Yes, sir.  T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  I do remember going o u t  
and des t roy ing  them, now. I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  they were Task 
Force Oregon papers .  Right offhand i t  d o e s n ' t  occur t o  me 
t h a t  t h a t ' s  what they were. We did--I  t e l l  you--I th ink  we 
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Q. Did you d e l i v e r  it t o  General KOSTER? 

A. No, I j u s t  l e f t  it i n  t h e r e .  

Q .  Did you ever  have any d i f f i c u l t y  wi th  any of t h e  
drawers of t h e  s a f e  opera t ing?  

A. Y e s .  I th ink  we d i d  have t r o u b l e ,  about t h e  t h i r d  
drawer down, as I remember. From time t o  t i m e  it wouldn ' t  shut .  
I d o n ' t  t h i n k  it w a s  any b i g  t h i n g  however, b u t  I-­

Q - ( In te rpos ing)  Did you have any t r o u b l e  wi th  t h e  
one t h a t  wouldn ' t  open? 

A. No, I d o n ' t  remember anything l i k e  t h a t ,  s ir .  W e  
d i d  have a small  s a f e  a t  one t ime when I f i r s t  came i n  t h e  
d i v i s i o n  headquar ters .  A f i e l d  s a f e  and we c o u l d n ' t  g e t  t h a t  
open once o r  t w i c e ,  b u t  t h a t - - I  d o n ' t  t h ink  I had r e a l l y  assumed 
t h e  job, by t h e  t ime w e  s t i l l  had t h i s .  

Q Well, now w e  a r e  t a l k i n g  about the  pe r iod  i n  t h e  
l a t t e r  p a r t  of your tour?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. We would have had t h e  b i g  s a f e  by then.  

c1 A n 3  we have had "LestFiiioriy- that t he re  c m e  a kizs 
when t h e  second drawer of t h e  s a f e  was c losed  f o r  a long 
pe r iod ,  locked s h u t  and c o u l d n ' t  be opened. Do you have any 
r e c o l l e c t i o n  of .  t h a t ?  

A .  No, and I d o n ' t  s e e  how t h a t s s  possible--no, I 
wouldn't--I was goFa2 t o  say t h a t ' s  the kind of safe t h a t  ycu 
open a t  t h e  second drawer, b u t  a s  I remember now t h e  s a f e  had 
a--the combination w a s  a t  t h e  t o p  drawer and you had t o  t u r n  
t h a t  l i t t l e  button--a l i t t l e  b i t  o l d e r  type  s a f e .  I d o n ' t  
remember t h a t ,  and I d o n ' t  remember t h e  second drawer was 
c losed ,  sir. 

Q. Do you remember a helmet t h a t  one of t h e  a i d e s  
i n s i s t e d  on s t o r i n g  i n  one of t h e  drawers? 

A.  I remember a problem about a helmet. I d o n ' t  
t h i n k  he pu t  it i n  a s a f e .  I t h i n k  it was too  b i g .  I d o n ' t  
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recorded t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  of each one of those  because it was 
some s o r t  of previous ly  important  paper.  However, I am s u r e  
w e  recorded t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  of each one of them, w e l l ,  t h e  
s e c r e t  a t  least. I know we d i d ,  sir. 

I0: A l o t  of o rgan iza t ion  papers ,  many of them which 
o r i g i n a t e d  a t  MACV and USARV, probably o v e r - c l a s s i f i e d  a t  t h e  
t ime, t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  having been overtaken by events .  

A .  W e l l ,  we d i d  make a couple of a t tempts  t o  g e t  t h a t  
t h i n g  s t r a igh tened  o u t .  I am s u r e  t h e r e  was some junk i n  t h e r e ,  
and it w a s  necessary t o  c l ean  it ou t .  

MR MACCRATE: Where d i d  you p u t  your d e s t r u c t i o n  c e r t i f i c a t e s ?  

A. Sergeant  RITCHIE kept  them and I wouldn't  say  exact ­
l y  where he kept  them. You have t o  keep a log  of t h a t  and w e  
kep t  a folder- ­

Q - ( In te rpos ing)  I n  t h e  s a f e ?  

Y e s ,  sir,  because t h a t ' s  a p r e t t y  s e n s i t i v e  th ing .  

Do you know where i n  t h e  s a f e ,  it was kept? 

I wouldnDtsay r i g h t  offhand,  where. 

Q - You d o n ' t  know i f  it w a s  t h e r e  when you l e f t ?  

A .  I d i d n ' t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  check. N O ,  s ir .  I a m  s u r e  
it was. The d e s t r u c t i o n  c e r t i f i c a t e  now. 

Q W a s  any inventory made of t h e  con ten t s  of  t h e  s a f e ,  
a t  t h e  time you departed? 

A. No, because I turned it a l l  over  t o  Sergeant  RIT­
CHIE knowing t h a t  I w a s  leaving  and he was signed--I t e l l  you 
what, sir.  I b e l i e v e  he even changed t h e  combination of  t h e  
s a f e ,  j u s t  be fo re  I went on R&R and I c o u l d n ' t  g e t  i n  it, any­
more. This w a s  a f t e r  Major POWELL came i n .  

When d i d  you go on R&R? 

A. Late i n  May and I t h i n k  it was t h e  25th,  o r  t h e  26th 
of May, o r  about then.  

F­

L­
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Q. 9 b e l i e v e  Sergeant  R I T C H I E  nad a l r eady  l e f t ?  

A.  Then it had t o  be Sergeant  SAIMONS by then.  

Q - But, a s  f a r  as your custody over  t h e  documents, you 
de legated  a l l  of t h a t  t o  t h e  NCB, and so you yourse l f  r equ i red  
no s i g n a t u r e  from Major POWELL when he kook over  t h e  d u t i e s  
from you? 

A. W e l l ,  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  we de legated  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  q u i t e  
l i k e  t h a t .  I wouldn ' t  say t h a t ,  b u t  a s  i t - - a s  it occurs  t o  m e  
now i f  Sergeant  SAIMONS was t h e r e ,  he d id  s i g n  f o r  a l l  of  t h e  
documents--as a mat ter  of f a c t ,  I b e l i e v e  he d i d  s ign  f o r  a l l  
t h e  documents from Sergeant  R I T C H I E  when he came i n .  Well, I ' m  
j u s t  f r ank ly  n o t  s u r e  what procedure w e  used, bu t  it was s t r a i g h t ­
ened o u t  and I was s a t i s f i e d  wi th  it. 

9 But it w a s  between t h e  se rgean t s  and n o t  between 
the xaj3rs? 

A. Right ,  s i r ,  because Major BGWELL wasn ' t  around a t  
t h a t  t i m e .  He d i d n ' t  g e t  i n  u n t i l  20 May, or 15 ,  o r  2 0  May. 

Q- But, he  was around be fo re  you departed? 

A. Yes, sir ,  he w a s  and t h e r e  was s e v e r a l  th ings  t h a t  
w e  checked over ,  t h e  genera l  o f f i c e s  fund and t h a t  was n o t  q u i t e  
squared away. I d i d  not  have a r e c e i p t  from an agency i n  Japan 
and t h e y  were going t o  send it and I b e l i e v e  we g o t  t h a t  squared 
away, o r  Major POWELL d id .  We were reasonably cau t ious  about 
t h i s  s o r t  of th ing .  

Q Well, was t h e r e  g e n e r a l l y  a d i f f i c u l t y  i n  communi­
c a t i o n  around t h e  headquar ters?  Did you f e e l  your shop being 
bypassed and d i d  you have d i f f i c u l t y  i n  keeping c o n t r o l  of what 
w a s  coming i n  t h e  headquarters?  

A. W e  d i d n ' t  have d i f f i c u l t y  i n  keeping c o n t r o l  of it, 
sir. The shop was--my o f f i c e  was bypassed. The genera l s  were 
i n  a hurry.  - They would c a l l  a s t a f f  o f f i c e r  and they  would say ,  
"I want t h i s  r i g h t  now" and t h e  s t a f f  o f f i c e r  would t a k e  t h a t  
d i r e c t l y  i n t o  t h e  g e n e r a l ,  and t h e  genera l  would a c t  on it and 
s e n t  it ou t .  Other problems t h a t  we had--in t h e  reading  f i l e - ­
I made up a reading  f i l e  every morning and they  would j e r k  se­
c r e t  messages o u t  of it, and g i v e  it t o  an a c t i o n  o f f i c e r ,  as ­
s i s t a n t  G 3 ,  G 2  o r  someone and say ,  "Do t h i s  r i g h t  now". Most 
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o f t e n ,  a s  a mat ter  of f a c t  a l l  t h e  t ime, t h e s e  guys would-- 
 

u sua l ly  o t h e r  majors and they would come back and say ,  " I  've 
  

go t  your document and I ' l l  b r i n g  it back." Since they  had t h e i r  
  

own copy.- W e  d i d  have t r o u b l e  keeping up on what was going 
 

on, yes.  There w a s  no a t tempt ,  I b e l i e v e  t o  keep me o u t  of  t h e  
  

p i c t u r e .  It  w a s  j u s t  t h a t  they  were too  damn busy t o  bother  
  

wi th  me. 
 


Q W e l l ,  Sergeant  SAIMONS s t a t e d  t h a t ,  "We would g e t  
  

messages i n  and might t h i n k  t h a t  they were of some importance 
 

and t a k e  them back and g ive  them t o  t h e  S G S  and h e ' s  never seen 
  

t h e  document be fo re .  He t akes  it i n t o  t h e  chief  of s t a f f  and 
 

t h e  chief  of s t a f f  says ,  ' H e l l ,  I saw t h a t  yes terday .  The G 3  
  

brought t h a t  i n . '  This  happened f requen t ly . "  Would you agree  
  

wi th  t h a t  a s  a s ta tement  of condi t ions?  
  


A. Up t o  t h e  word, " f requen t ly" .  I t  d i d  happen. W e l l ,  
  
  
I wouldn't  even f i g h t  t h a t  t o o  much. I wouldn't  f i g h t  "frequent-  
  
  
l y " .  I t  happened and I f e l t  bad about it. 
 
 

Q. One g e t s  t h e  impression of a p r e t t y  loose  headquar ters ,  
  
  
s o  f a r  a s  communication i n  and o u t  and c o n t r o l  of paper w i t h i n  
  
  
t h a t  headquarters .  G I 
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A.  W e l l ,  we had c o n t r o l  of  a l l  t h e  s e c r e t  documents. 
 
 
Now, those  r o u t i n e  s t a f f  a c t i o n s  and what t o  do a t  an award 
 
 
ceremony, we d i d i l ' t  bother t oo  rnilci? &oiit t l i a t ,  and didn't g e t  
  
  
t oo  e x c i t e d  about c o n t r o l l i n g  t h a t ,  and i n  t h a t  sense I t h i n k  V-4 
 
 

t h a t  it was reasonably loose .  I f  t h e  G 1  s e n t  over  a paper on 
 
 
what t o  do wi th  most anything--If it was a r e l a t i v e l y  loose  
  
  
i tem t h a t  could be handled tomorrow as  we l l  a s  today, I d i d n ' t  
  
  
g e t  too  e x c i t e d  about it. 
 
 

Q. I f  a c o n f i d e n t i a l  r e p o r t  of i n v e s t i g a t i o n  came i n t o  
  
  
t h e  o f f i c e ,  what would you do wi th  i t ?  
  
  

A. I would t h i n k  t h a t  t h a t  would be p r e t t y  important  
  
  
and I would g ive  it t o  t h e  chief  of  s t a f f  r i g h t  away, sir. 
 
 

Q. Then, i f  he r e tu rned  it to you f o r  safekeeping,  what 
 
 
would you do wi th  i t ?  
  
  

'A. I ' d  p u t  it i n  t h e  s a f e .  

Q- Where would you p u t  it i n  t h e  s a f e ?  
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A. Well, I j u s t  d o n ' t  remember which drawer r i g h t  now, 
b u t  I t h i n k  I kep t  most of my s t u f f  i n  one of t h e  drawers. I t  
occurs  t o  m e  t h a t  General KOSTER's s t u f f  was kept  i n  about t h e  
second drawer down a s  I remember, because he usua l ly  had such 
a--he j u s t  never would do h i s  paperwork. H e  u sua l ly  had such 
a l a r g e  s t a c k  i n  h i s  i n  and o u t  box. H e  might have had only 
one box r e a l l y ,  i n  o r  out--in,  I guess.  I ' m  n o t  t o o  s u r e  i f  
he  had an o u t  box o r  not .  

I0: Did he have a .  hold  box? 

A. No. I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  he d i d ,  sir. I do know now 
t h a t  he j u s t  had an i n  and o u t  box, and we would always t a k e  
t h e  th ings  o u t  of t h e  o u t  box and t a k e  a c t i o n  on those ,  and 
t h e  i n  box s t ayed  f u l l  a l l  t h e  time. 

MR MACCRATE: Who helped c o n t r o l  t h e  papers i n  h i s  i n  box? 

A. J u s t  S p e c i a l i s t  HERRIS and t h e  g e n e r a l ' s  a i d e  would 
make s u r e  t h a t  t h e r e  was no one i n  t h e  g e n e r a l ' s  o f f i c e  when 
t h e  genera l  wasn ' t  t h e r e .  I would go in- ­

Q. ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )  But, who would c o n t r o l  what went 
i n  ~d knew what w a s  t h e r e ,  s o  if someone wanted t o  s e e  a 
particular paper? 

A. Generally I would. I f  t h e  document came i n t o  t h e  
headquar ters  e i t h e r  Sergeant  R I T C H I E ,  Sergeant  SAIMONS, o r  
myself s igned f o r  it, i f  it was s e c r e t .  Then w e  s e n t  it t o  
t h e  c h i e f ,  and then  i n t o  t h e  genera l ,  and maybe he d i d n ' t  a c t  
on it f o r  a week o r  two. 

Q Then i f  someone wanted t o  s e e  it-­

A. ( In te rpos ing)  The G3--I would go back i n  h i s  o f f i c e  and 
thumb through h i s  papers and say ,  "The paper i s  s t i l l  t h e r e . "  

Q. So you f requen t ly  were i n  t h e  g e n e r a l ' s  p i l e  of pa­
p e r s  i n  h i s  baske t?  

A. Not r e a l l y .  W e l l ,  yes .  Once a week o r  so ,  I would 
say ,  t o  determine what ' s  i n  t h e r e .  

I0: We've t a l k e d  t o  t h e  a i d e s  of  General KOSTER and we 
t a l k e d  t o  Captain ROBERTS f o r  example. We asked Captain ROBERTS 
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s p e c i f i c a l l y  i f  he took c a r e  of  papers and s o  f o r t h ,  t h a t  were 
coming and going t o  t h e  genera l ,  and whether he c l e a r e d  t h e  
desk a t  n i g h t  t i m e  and he s a i d ,  t h a t  he had noth ing  t o  do wi th  
t h a t ,  t h a t  you took c a r e  of a l l  of t h a t .  We subsequent ly t a l k ­
ed t o  Lieutenant ,  now Captain DICKENS, who was General KOSTER's 
subsequent a i d e  and w e  found t h a t  i n  t h i s  regard  he had much 
g r e a t e r  leeway and a u t h o r i t y ,  and he d id  t ake  c a r e  of General 
KOSTER's personal  papers .  Now, i t ' s  pr imari ly--well ,  n o t  p r i ­
mar i ly ,  b u t  we a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h i s  pe r iod  when ROBERTS d i d  
no t  have t h i s  a u t h o r i t y  t o  go i n  and do t h i s .  

A. He had t h e  a u t h o r i t y ,  because I ' v e  seen him come 
i n  t h e r e  and g e t  t h e  box ou t  of my s a f e ,  and t a k e  it back t o  
t h e  g e n e r a l ' s  o f f i c e ,  when t h e  genera l  would come back l a t e  a t  
n igh t .  And S p e c i a l i s t  HERRIS i n  t h e  morning, came i n  about 0630, 
and he would come i n  and g e t  t h e  g e n e r a l ' s  box and t a k e  it i n t o  
h i s  o f f i c e .  Usually t h e  a i d e  came i n  with t h e  genera l .  Often 
t imes t h e  a i d e  l e f t  w i th  t h e  genera l  and HERRIS would b r i n g  t h e  
box back. But, t h e r e  a r e  t imes when the  genera l  came back i n  
t h e  evening, 8 o r  9 o ' c lock ,  o r  something l i k e  t h a t ,  and would 
want t o  s e e  h i s  working papers ,  and t h e  a i d e  would come i n  and 
g e t  them, and I ' v e  seen c a p t a i n  ROBERTS do t h a t ,  and t a k e  them 
back t o  t h e  genera l .  I ' v e  seen him do t h a t .  Captain DICKENS 
o r  Lieutenant  DICKENS a t  t h a t  t ime, w a s  a l i t t l e  more aggres ­
s i v e  than  ROBERTS, and I th ink  probably d i d  t h a t  a l o t  more, 

MR MACCRATE: And he  had h i s  desk f o r  a pe r iod  i n  your o f f i c e ,  
d i d  he not?  

A. For a t ime when he was n o t  r e a l l y  t h e  a i d e .  I t h i n k  
h i s  a c t u a l l y  duty t i t l e  was a s s i s t a n t  a i d e  o r  something l i k e  
t h a t .  H e  was--he a c t u a l l y  worked f o r  General KOSTER, b u t  on 
a d a i l y  b a s i s  he worked f o r  me and handled t h e  v i s i t o r s  coming 
i n  and o u t ,  I t h i n k  it was f o r  about 2 o r  3 weeks long. 

Q Referr ing  t o  your handl ing of v i s i t o r s ,  coming i n  
and o u t ,  sometimes you would s e e  t h e  var ious  o f f i c e r s  i n  t h e  
command, who would be coming i n  t o  s e e  t h e  genera l .  I ' d  l i k e  
t o  ask you i f  you can r e c a l l ,  back t o  t h i s  pe r iod  i n  March of  
1968, a meeting one Sunday morning when Colonel HOLLADAY, poss ­
i b l y  with a measure of anx ie ty ,  and another  i n d i v i d u a l ,  a mem­
b e r  of one of t h e  a v i a t i o n  u n i t s ,  came t o  t h e  headquar ters ,  
and perhaps seeking t o  t a l k  t o  t h e  commanding genera l?  

A. I d o n ' t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  remember t h a t ,  al though Col­
one l  HOLLADAY was up t h e r e  q u i t e  a l o t  and o f t e n  exc i t ed .  H e  
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was a f o r c e f u l  man. H e  had some r e a l  problems i n  moving h i s  
a i r c r a f t ,  and a s  I remember, down a t  Chu La i ,  t he  Marine Corps 
A i r f i e l d ,  and they were t r y i n g  t o  move them o u t  t o  an Army A i r ­
f i e l d .  I remember t h a t  he had some unbel ievable  2roblems i n  
t h a t .  

Q Well, do you remember him coming i n  one day with 
a complaint t h a t  had been made by a h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t  about 
something t h a t  had occurred i n  an opera t ion ,  and wanting t o  
speak wi th  one of t h e  commanding o f f i c e r s ,  whether t h e  command­
i ng  genera l  o r  wi th  one of t h e  ADC1s? 

A. No, I j u s t  d o n ' t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  r e c a l l  t h a t .  He very 
w e l l  could have, b u t  I d o n ' t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  r e c a l l  him wanting 
t o  come i n  t o  speak wi th  anyone. 

Q W e l l ,  do you have a r e c o l l e c t i o n  of a s t a f f  o f f i c e r  
speaking wi th  t h e  chief  of s t a f f ?  

A. I remember one t ime, b u t  it was i n  t h e  evening, when 
Colonel HOLLADAY was j u s t  mad a s  h e l l ,  chewing on h i s  p ipe  and 
he went i n  t o  s e e  t h e  c h i e f ,  and th ings  got  a l i t t l e  b i t  loud 
i n  t h e r e .  I c losed  t h e  doors ,  b u t  I r e a l l y  d o n ' t  a s s o c i a t e  
t h a t  wi th  what you ' r e  asking. 

G With what do yon a s s o c i a t e  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  episode? 

A. Nothing r e a l l y  much, t h e r e  was a l s o  some Dist inguished 
F ly ing  Crosses be ing  awarded t o  nonav ia to r s ,  and Colonel HOLLADAY 
w a s  p r e t t y  i r r i t a t e d  about t h a t ,  about t h i s  t i m e .  

Q. W a s  t h i s  t h e  occasion f o r  t h e  f l a r e u p  wi th  the  ch ie f  
of  s t a f f ?  

A. S i r ,  i t ' s  j u s t  hard t o  p i n  down. I remember a t  one 
t ime t h a t  Colonel HOLLADAY was--said, "That he d i d n ' t  t h ink  
nonavia tors  should be awarded t h e  Dis t inguish  Fly ing  Cross ,"  
and a s  a mat ter  of f a c t ,  I agreed with him and t o l d  him s o  t h e r e ,  
and one evening he  went t o  s e e  t h e  c h i e f ,  and whether t h a t  was 
t h e  s u b j e c t  they d iscussed ,  I d o n ' t  know. We always had a l o t  
of people i n  t h e r e  t o  s e e  everyone a f t e r  the  evening meeting, 
which was about 1745 t o  1830 i n  t h e  evening. There were sever ­
a l  i n  t h e r e  t o  s e e  General YOUNG, and a couple i n  t h e r e  t o  s e e  
genera l  s o  and so-­
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Q .  ( In te rpos ing)  I'm anxious t o  hear  about t h i s  par ­
t i c u l a r  s i t u a t i o n  t h a t  seemed t o  have occasioned concern. Any­
t h i n g  t h a t  you can r e c a l l  on those? Not the  genera l  flow of 
t r a f f i c  i n  and o u t  of t h e  o f f i c e ?  

A. Well, I rare ly- -wel l ,  I d i d  s i t  i n  t h e  c h i e f ' s  of ­
f i c e  from t i m e  t o  t i m e ,  when a s t a f f  o f f i c e r  was t a l k i n g  about  
a c e r t a i n  t o p i c  of which I had knowledge. The c a s u a l t y  r epor t ­
i ng  system w a s  one. I remember t h a t  c l e a r l y ,  t h a t  might have 
been Colonel MUSSER, r a t h e r  than  Colonel PARSON. We always had 
f l a p s ,  we always had problems. I j u s t - - i t ' s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  r e c a l l  
anything s p e c i f i c ,  i f  I set  down here  and thought about it f o r  
a minute, I might be a b l e  t o  come up with something, s ir .  

Q. Well, I ' d  l i k e  f o r  you t o  th ink  about what you may 
have heard about t h e  complaint of t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t ,  regard ­
i n g  t h e  a c t i o n  of t h e  ground f o r c e s ,  i n d i s c r i m i n a t e  f i r i n g ,  con­
f r o n t a t i o n  between t h e  a v i a t i o n  u n i t  and t h e  t roops  on t h e  ground. 
Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of hear ing  Colonel HOLLADAY speak 
wi th  Colonel PARSON about  t h i s ,  o r  d i d  you poss ib ly  t h e r e a f t e r  
speak wi th  Colonel PARSON about i t ?  

A. No, I d o n ' t  remember anything l i k e  t h a t - - h e l i c o p t e r  
indiscr iminate ly- - I  t r i e d  t o  t ake  some no tes  here- -he l icopters  
ind i sc r imina te ly  f i r i n g  on ground troops--we had one of those- ­
w e  had an i n c i d e n t  l i k e  t h a t .  That w a s  up i n  t h e  196th Brigade. 
The b a t t a l i o n  commander f i r e d  on another  b a t t a l i o n ' s  t roops ,  I 
t h i n k  it was, k i l l e d  one o r  two-­

Q ( In te rpos ing)  I ' m  t a l k i n g  about a conf ron ta t ion  
r a t h e r  than  a f i r i n g ,  where t h e  a v i a i t i o n  u n i t  had i t s  guns 
t r a i n e d  on t h e  ground f o r c e s ?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember anything. 

Q I n  connection with an episode r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  shoot ­
i n g  of noncombatants? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember anything about t h a t ,  s ir ,  and I 
a l s o  read t h a t  i n  t h e  papers ,  i n  t h e  newspapers. 

Q I ' m  n o t  t a l k i n g  about what you r e c e n t l y  read i n  t h e  
newspapers, I ' m  t a l k i n g  about something t h a t  took p lace  i n  your 
headquarters  back i n  1968, when you were t h e r e .  There a r e  doc­
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uments t h a t  came i n t o  your headquarters  from which you were 
presumably respons ib le ,  and were t h e r e  a t  t h a t  t ime. Now, f o r  
example, on o r  around t h e  end of March, o r  i n  e a r l y  A p r i l ,  you 
w e r e  informed t h a t  a r e p o r t  came i n t o  your headqvarters  with 
r e s p e c t  t o  a h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t ' s  complaint regarding  t h e  ind i s -  
c r imina te  shoot ing  of c i v i l i a n s .  Now, d id  you ever  s e e  such 
a r e p o r t  i n  your f i l e s ?  

A. No, sir,  I d o n ' t  remember such a r e p o r t .  

Q - Sergeant  SAIMONS, has t e s t i f i e d  a s  fol lows:  

"Q. Now l e t  m e  ask you about one o t h e r  p iece  of 
paper.  Did you ever  s e e  a paper about t h r e e  quar t -  
ers of a page long,  which was i n  response t o  an 
a l l e g a t i o n  which had been made by a p i l o t ,  a he l -  
i c o p t e r  p i l o t ,  t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  some women and 
c h i l d r e n  had been k i l l e d  on t h e  16th  of March? 
Have you seen t h i s  one? 

"A. Yes, I remember a paper coming i n .  A h e l i ­
cop te r  p i l o t  complaint t h a t  some women and ch i ld -  
r en  had been k i l l e d .  

"Q. When d i d  you s e e  t h i s  come i n t o  you? 

"A. I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  it came i n t o  me. I b e l i e v e  
I saw t h e  document i n  some of t h e  f i l e s  a f t e r  .it 
came i n . "  

We asked him then ,  about t h e  d a t e  on t h e  document and o t h e r  
i d e n t i f y i n g  f e a t u r e s  and he was n o t  a b l e  t o  provide those .  Now, 
any documents t h a t  Sergeant  SAIMONS found i n  t h e  f i l e s ,  would 
presumably have come i n t o  t h e  f i l e s  dur ing  the  t ime you con­
t r o l l e d  t h e  f i l e s ?  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q- And w e  would l i k e  f o r  you t o  t h i n k  very hard about 
t h i s  document, and what you can r e c a l l  about it, and where it 
w a s  i n  t h e  f i l e s  of t h e  America1 headquarters?  

A. I remember an a l l e g a t i o n  by some Vietnamese, b u t  
t h i s  was o u t  of Ly Tin headquar ters  r i g h t  near  Chu L a i ,  t h a t  
a h e l i c o p t e r  had flown over  a sampan i n  a bay, and I t h i n k  t h i s  
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i s  t h e  one t h a t  Sergeant  SAIMONS i s  t a l k i n g  about and somebody 
i n  the--the people i n  t h e  sampan a l l eged  t h a t  somebody i n  t h e  
h e l i c o p t e r  f i r e d  an M-79 i n t o  t h e  boat--onto t h e  sampan. A s  I 
remember our  MP's, Colonel LUCAS s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  t h e  Divis ion  MP 
--I th ink  he w a s  t h e  one a t  t h i s  t ime,  o r  maybe Major Ben BONNER 
i n v e s t i g a t e d  t h i s ,  and they found t h e  sampan and t h e  fragments 
were i n s i d e  o u t ,  i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  t h e  round had exploded i n s i d e  
t h e  sampan. They hunted down some people,  who a l l e g e d l y  were 
i n  t h e  sampan, and one of t h e  t h i n g s  they were looking f o r  w a s  
somebody wearing a red  helmet and I remember t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

Q. Was it r e d  o r  orange? 

A. Red is  what h i t s  m e .  

Q 
u s  it was 

Someone e l s e  descr ibed  the  same i n c i d e n t  and t o l d  
an orange helmet,  b u t  it would appear t o  be t h e  same. 

Now, do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of any s i m i l a r  i n c i d e n t s  of 
r e p o r t ,  and a r e p o r t  upon i t ?  

I0: L e t ' s  go over  t h i s  again i f  I may, because,  what 
you ' r e  r e l a t i n g  i s  n o t  q u i t e  what M r .  MACCRATE s a i d ,  and n o t  
only  q u i t e ,  i t ' s  a long ways from what M r .  MACCRATE s a i d .  J u s t  
t o  r e f r e s h  your memory a s  t o  what he d id  say.  He s a i d ,  an al ­
l e g a t i o n  made by a warrant  o f f i c e r  a v i a t o r  t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  
ground f o r c e s  had done some i n d i s c r i m i n a t e  f i r i n g  on noncom­
b a t a n t s ,  and had unnecessar i ly  k i l l e d  some women and ch i ld ren .  
The paper goes on t o  say t h a t  t h i s  mat ter  has  been thoroughly 
i n v e s t i g i a t e d  and it closed  by saying ,  t h a t  although t h e r e  w e r e  
some people k i l l e d ,  t h e s e  were k i l l e d  by a r t i l l e r y ,  and gun­
s h i p s  and c r o s s f i r e ,  and t h a t  t h e r e f o r e  t h e  warrant  o f f i c e r  
a l l e g a t i o n  could n o t  be supported.  Now, t h i s  paper a s  we would 
understand it, and t h e  evidence when we went through it, M r .  
MACCRATE and I ,  have been going through t h i s  pe r sona l ly ,  
i s  about th ree -quar t e r s  of a page long,  whether it i s  a l e t t e r  
form, d i r e c t i v e  form, record  form, I do n o t  know. I t ' s  addres ­
sed  t o  t h e  commanding genera l  and s igned by t h e  b r igade  com­
mander of t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade. Now, t h a t  i s  t h e  paper t h a t  Ser ­
geant  SAIMONS s a i d  t h a t  he saw, and t h a t  i s  t h e  paper t h a t  we ' re  
asking you i f  you saw? 

A. I j u s t  d o n ' t  know,sir. There was a paper t h a t  I 
s a w  when I f i r s t  came up here .  I th ink  t h i s  was t h e  r e p o r t  
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of i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  I f  I can l ead  i n t o  your ques t ion ,  I could-­
I j u s t  d o n ' t  know t h e  answer t o  your ques t ion ,  b u t  if I can 
l e a d  i n t o  it, j u s t  a l i t t l e .  When I f i r s t  came he re  you 
showed m e  a r e p o r t  of i n v e s t i g a t i o n  by Colonel HENDERSON. I 
t h i n k  t h a t ' s  what it was t i t l e d ,  a couple of pages long, may­
be  t h r e e .  I ' v e  l a i d  i n  bed s o  many n i g h t s  and thought about 
t h i s .  I ' m  beginning t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  now, I saw something l i k e  
t h a t .  I c a n ' t  say f o r  s u r e ,  b u t  i t ' s - -something i s  back t h e r e .  
There ' s  something i n  my mind, t h a t  maybe I saw t h i s  r e p o r t  by 
Colonel HENDERSON. Now lead ing  i n t o  t h a t , I  d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  
I ever  saw t h i s  paper by an avia tor - ­

MR MACCRATE: ( In te rpos ing)  The paper would no t  be by an av­
i a t o r .  Now l i s t e n  Major BEASLEY, t o  what General PEERS has 
been desc r ib ing  t o  you. This is  a r e p o r t  upon t h e  a v i a t o r ' s  
complaint,  poss ib ly  a r e p o r t  by Colonel HENDERSON? 

A. W e l l ,  I j u s t  c a n ' t  say f o r  s u r e  t h a t  I saw it. I f  
it was i n  t h a t  d i v i s i o n  headquar ters ,  I ' m  s a r e  t h a t  I had ac­
cess t o  it however, b u t  I j u s t  d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t ,  sir.  

10: This  is what we would l i k e  t o  know whether o r  n o t  
you d i d  have access  t o  it, very f rank ly .  

A. I think t h a t ,  excuse me-­

Q- ( In te rpos ing)  No, t h e  reason f o r  t h i s ,  as' we've 
i n d i c a t e d  i n  o rde r  t o  f i n d  o u t  who saw what paper ,  and who 
had access  t o  them, and s o  on. This is why you ' r e  r ece iv ing  
t h i s  r a t h e r  d i r e c t  l i n e  of ques t ioning .  

A. Y e s ,  sir, I understand. 

9 Let  m e  pu t  it i n  context ,  s o  you w i l l  know a l i t t l e  
more about it and then  you might--then t h e r e f o r e  I would assume 
you'd heard some of t h e s e  rumors and r e p o r t s .  W e  know f o r  ex­
ample, Major BEASLEY, t h a t  more than  a few people i n  t h e  head­
q u a r t e r s  knew t h a t  a warrant  o f f i c e r  had complained t o  h i s  com­
manding o f f i c e r ,  and it go t  t o  the  command t h a t  t h e r e  was some 
unnecessary k i l l i n g s  of women and c h i l d r e n  i n  My La i  ( 4 )  on 16 
March, and t h e r e  a r e  s e v e r a l  people i n  t h e  headquarters  t h a t  
knew t h a t  a complaint had been r e g i s i t e r e d .  A s  a  mat ter  of 
f a c t ,  t h e r e  a r e  some i n d i c a t i o n s  t h a t  it was r a t h e r  common goss ip ,  
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and people were t a l k i n g  about it. I t  was c e r t a i n l y  we l l  known 
i n  both companies of t h e  a v i a t i o n  b a t t a l i o n ,  and everybody was 
t a l k i n g  about it, s o  having r e g i s t e r e d  t h i s  complaint,  i t  would 
have t o  be checked i n t o  and t h i s  is t h e  response t o  it. A 
warrant  o f f i c e r  complaining t h a t  he saw t h i s  k i l l i n g  and he 
w a s  g r e a t l y ' u p s e t  about it, and s o  he r e g i s t e r e d  a complaint. 
This  i s  t h e  response t o  h i s  complaint concerning t h e  unnec­
e s sa ry  k i l l i n g  of  women and c h i l d r e n ,  saying t h a t  t h e r e  were 
some noncombatants k i l l e d  t h a t  day, b u t  n o t  done purposely,  
b u t  it was done by a r t i l l e r y  and gunships dur ing  t h e  course 
of  b a t t l e  and t h e r e f o r e  t h e  a l l e g a t i o n  cou ldn ' t  be-­

A. ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )  This  paper came i n  then ,  t h e r e  
w a s  some a c t i o n s  on t h a t  which caused Colonel HENDERSON'S 
r e p o r t ,  do I have it r i g h t ,  s i r ?  

Q - No, you d o n ' t .  We' l l  come around t o  t h a t .  We're 
t a l k i n g  about two e n t i r e l y  d i f f e r e n t  r e p o r t s  you see .  We 
showed you one r e p o r t  before .  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q. W e  w i l l  show you t h a t  one again ,  b u t  t h e  r e p o r t  I 
w i l l  t e l l  you about w a s  da ted  24  Apr i l .  The p i e c e  of paper 
1 ' m  t a l k i n g  about now, should be da ted  somewhere toward t h e  
end of March, o r  e a r l y  Apr i l .  The b e s t  d a t e  we can a f f i x  t o  
it is  somewhere between 4 and 6 ~ p r i l .  

A. I j u s t  d o n ' t  r e c a l l  s ee ing  what you d e s c r i b e ,  sir. 
I j u s t  simply c a n ' t  p u l l  it out .  

MR MACCRATE: Well, do you r e c a l l  something s i m i l a r  t o  t h i s ?  
You seem t o  have i n  your mind some t h i n g s ,  t h a t  you h a v e n ' t  
y e t  t o l d  us about? 

A. Y e s ,  t h e  r e d  helmet--the one which General PEERS 
s a i d  was completely separa te .  I remember t h a t  one. 

Q Well, now i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h a t  with r e s p e c t  t o  Task 
Force Barker and i t s  opera t ions ,  and any r e p o r t s  with r e s p e c t  
t o  t h a t ?  

A. W e l l ,  wi th  r e spec t  t o  Task Force Barker,  when I 
saw Colonel HENDERSON yes terday ,  I remembered t h a t  he had 
been wounded and t h e  l a s t  time--when I saw him yes terday  I 
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remarked t h a t  t h e  l a s t  time I saw him he had a c a s t  on h i s  l e g ,  
and I th ink  he was i n  some way a r e spons ib le  commander of the  
Task Force Barker,  b u t  t h a t  t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  I th ink ,  was a t t ached-t o  h i s  br igade .  

10: Where d i d  you s e e  him? 

A.' H e  came up t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n  headquar ters ,  sir.  

Q What t i m e  of day w a s  i t ?  

A. Ear ly  i n  t h e  morning. W e  had some s o r t  of a com­
manders meeting--division commander had a commanders' meeting. 

Q A r e  you su re?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  because--yes I am, because he had t o  s i t  
i n  t h e  f r o n t  row of t h e  s e a t s ,  because he c o u l d n ' t  bend h i s  l e g  
and I went over and s t r a i g h t e n  ou t  t h e  p l a c e ,  and then I l e f t .  

Q That would have been sometime towards t h e  end of 
March o r  e a r l y  A p r i l ,  he w a s  wounded on t h e  2 1 s t .  He had h i s  
l e g  p u t  i n  a c a s t  on t h e  23d, and it was only  f o r  about 2 
weeks. 

A .  I do remember t h a t  and I know they had a commanders' 
meeting. 

Q. What was t h e  d i scuss ion  i n  t h e  commanders' meeting? 

A. I d i d n ' t  s tay- - I  know I made up t h e  no tes  f o r  it 
though, w e l l ,  I d o n ' t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  remember t h e  no tes ,  b u t  I 
know t h e  procedure t h a t  we went through. We ask each s t a f f  o f f ­
i c e r  t o  submit d a t a  f o r  t h e  s t a f f  meeting, and each paragraph 
was on a s e p a r a t e  page, and then  General KOSTER had--these were 
r e a l l y  s t a f f  no tes  submitted by t h e  chief  of s t a f f  f o r  t h e  gen­
e ra l - - for  t h e  commander, and then  General KOSTER had h i s  notes .  
I d o n ' t  know what he had t o  say.  

MR MACCRATE: W e l l ,  now, d i d  you keep t r a c k  of Colonel PARSON'S 
movements, h i s  comings and goings? 

A. Y e s ,  al though he d i d n ' t  r e a l l y  go t o o  much, t o  any­
p l ace .  
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Q. Well, you r e c a l l  along around t h e  middle of ~ ~ r i l  
1968 t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  a per iod ,  where he was i n  f r equen t  communu­
c a t i o n  with people down i n  t h e  Quang ~ g a iCi ty?  

A. I remember t h a t  we d i d  have some problems down i n  
t h e r e  and I c a l l e d  a l o t  t o  t a l k  t o  them. I e i t h e r  t a l k e d  t o  
Colonel ULSAKER o r  a Colonel HUTTER, I ' m  no t  t o o  s u r e  which 
one, and then  yes terday  I met Colonel GUINN and I had t a l k e d  
t o  him previous ly ,  t o  a r range  -- t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander coming 
down t h e r e ,  and t h a t  s o r t  of t h i n g ,  maybe once o r  twice  t h e  
ch ie f  d i d  go down t h e r e  a t  t imes ,  yes ,  sir.  

Q. Can you f i x  i n  t ime,  t h e  v i s i t s  of t h e  ch ie f  t o  
Quang Ngai? 

A. No, o t h e r  than  t h e  weather was p r e t t y  good and 
it had t o  be i n  t h e  l a t e  s p r i n g ,  March, o r  A p r i l ,  o r  t h e  e a r l y  
p a r t  of May. 

Q.  Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of what was t h e  bus i ­
ness  a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  what w a s  t h e  concerns,  why was he going 
back and f o r t h  t o  Quang Ngai? 

A. No, I d o n ' t  know p r e c i s e l y  what he went down t h e r e  
f o r ,  b u t  I a l s o  remember t h a t  whoever was t h e  -- it must t o  
have been Colonel HUTTER, now. 

Q By then Colonel HUTTER would have been -- he took 
over  on 1 Apr i l .  

10: The 1st of  Apr i l .  

A. H e  -- and I j u s t  happen t o  note  t h i s  r i g h t  now, as 
a mat ter  of f a c t  -- Colonel ULSAKER was s e n i o r  adv i so r  down 
t h e r e  o r  something. 

MR MACCRATE. 2d ARVN Divis ion.  

A. Tha t ' s  r i g h t ,  he r a r e l y  had too  much t o  do wi th  
us ,  b u t  I do know now t h a t  Colonel HUTTER o f t e n  came up, and 
had s e v e r a l  t imes asked m e  about a swimming beach and th ings  
l i k e  t h a t ,  b u t  he d i d  come up f o r  bus iness  q u i t e  a l o t ,  I do 
remember t h a t  now. A s  a ma t t e r  of f a c t  I th ink  he brought up 
some ~ i e t n a m e s ewi th  him up t h e r e ,  and he a l s o  brought up h i s  
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53. A major by t h e  name of HANCOCK, Bob HANCOCK -- and they 
o f t e n  came and Major HANCOCK would s t a n d  o u t s i d e  t h e  C G ' s  
o f f i c e ,  and I t a l k e d  t o  him, and apparent ly  Colonel HUTTER w a s  
i n s i d e  t h e r e .  

Q. Did Major EARLE come up on any of t h e s e  v i s i t s ?  
Major EARLE, who w a s  t h e  G2 Advisor a t  t h e  2d ARVN Divis ion? 

A. The name r i n g s  a b e l l ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  a s s o c i a t e  any 
f a c e  wi th  it a t  a l l ,  sir. 

Q- You remember Colonel G U I N N  coming up? 

A. No, t h a t ' s  j u s t  what I was t e l l i n g  him yes terday ,  
I d o n ' t  t h i n k  I ever  met him, b u t  I remember t h e  name now. I 
s a w  him yes terday ,  and Colonel CLARKE s a i d ,  " I s  t h a t  t h e  Col­
one l  GUINN t h a t  used t o  be i n  Quang Ngai", and I s a i d ,  "Well, 
y e s  it i s ,  because I t a l k e d  t o  him from time t o  time and s o  I 
went over ,  w e  agreed t h a t  w e  never met each o t h e r  -- Colonel 
GUINN and I d i d ,  b u t  t h a t  we had probably t a l k e d  on t h e  phone 
s e v e r a l  t i m e s .  Y e s  I ' m  s u r e  I t a l k e d  t o  him on t h e  phone. H e

1 had something t o  do wi th  a s e c t o r  a s  I remember, down t h e r e .  

Q. Y e s ,  he w a s  t h e  adv i so r  t o  t h e  Quang Ngai Sec tor  -­
A. ( In te rpos ing)  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  he was t h e  boss ,  
sir. I t h i n k  he w a s  a subordina te  -- second i n  command. 

Q W e l l ,  he was a deputy 'province a d v i s o r ,  b u t  he 
was t h e  s e n i o r  m i l i t a r y  man? 

A. Oh, I see .  

Q. Do you remember t h e  province adv i so r  of Quang Ngai 
Province? 

A. I d i d n ' t  remember him u n t i l  yes terday ,  and some­
one mentioned t h e  name M r .  MAY and t h a t  d id  r i n g  a b e l l ,  t a l l  
fe l low a l s o  he used t o  wear a cowboy h a t ,  and t h e  day he l e f t  
General KOSTER had him up f o r  a l i t t l e  d inner  o r  something, 
and I d i d n ' t  remember it u n t i l  yes terday ,  u n t i l  someone men­
t i oned  t h e  name M r .  MAY. 

Q. You remember along about t h i s  t ime M r .  MAY being
up from Quang Ngai t o  Chu Lai?  
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A. H e  came up t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n ,  not  on a r e g u l a r  b a s i s .  

Q. . You have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of h i s  coming up along 
about t h i s  t i m e ,  t h a t  Colonel PARSONS was going down t o  Quang 
Ngai, do you remember M r .  MAY coming up t o  Chu Lai?  

A. Come t o  t h i n k  it, I t h i n k  maybe t h e  ch ie f  d i d  go 
down t o  s e e  him once o r  t w i c e  and M r .  MAY and maybe he -­
10: ( In te rpos ing)  You say you c a l l e d  and made ar ran ­
gements f o r  General KOSTER and s o  f o r t h ,  t o  go down and see 
Colonel HUTTER and, perhaps,  TOAN; perhaps,  t o  s e e  M r .  MAY and 
maybe Colonel K H I E N .  Did you know what they  wanted t o  go t o  
s e e  about? 

A. No sir ,  what I d i d ,  I c a l l e d  them and s a i d ,  "Hey, 
General KOSTER wants t o  come down and t a l k  t o  y ' a l l , "  then  I 
was s p e c i f i c a l l y  speaking,  usua l ly  wi th  Colonel GUINN -- " H e  
wants t o  come down and t a l k  t o  y l a l l  f o r  awhile ,  can you han- 
d l e  him a t  10 o ' c lock .  . . " and w e l l ,  "We c a n ' t  t a k e  him un­
til 4 o 'c lock  t h i s  af ternoon.  . ." "So okay," t h a t ' s  about 
what I d id .  What time can you t a k e  him? We a l s o  s t a r t e d  
t ak ing  some v i s i t o r s  down t h e r e .  They would come up and w e  
would t a k e  them around t h e  d i v i s i o n ,  and t ake  them t o  2d ARVN, 
and I t h i n k  t h e  reason was because General WESTMORELAND s a i d  
t h a t  he wanted us t o  work w e l l  with ARVN, s o  General KOSTER 
showed how wel l  w e  worked wi th  ARTTN, f o r  t h a t  reason w e  took 
them down t o  t h e  2d ARVN Divis ion ,  and I th ink  we d i d  t h a t  
s e v e r a l  t imes i n  t h e  sp r ing .  

MR MACCRATE. Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  i n  connection wi th  
t h e s e  v i s i t s ,  of having seen t h i s  VC propaganda t h a t  you t o l d  
us  back i n  December, t h a t  you remember having seen before?  

A. My r e c o l l e c t i o n  of t h e  VC propaganda -­
Q. ( In te rpos ing)  I n  r e l a t i o n  t o  these  v i s i t s  a t  Quang
Ngai, t h a t  w a s  going on a t  t h a t  time? 

A. Well, I do remember t h i s ,  now I do remember t h i s  -­
I go t  a second p o i n t  I want t o  add i n  he re  i f  I can -- w e  d i d  
g e t  i n t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n  headquar ters  some small  -- w e l l ,  r a t h e r  
common VC l e a f l e t s  t h a t  I had seen on a previous t o u r ,  and I 
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do remember g e t t i n g  t h e s e  i n  and I d o n ' t  remember what they  
s a i d ,  b u t  we d i d  have some l e a f l e t s .  A s  a mat ter  of f a c t ,  t h e  
G2 s e n t  over  q u i t e  a few of them, and a l l  t h e  people i n  t h e  d i ­
v i s i o n  headquar ters ,  t h e  p r i v a t e s ,  t h e  d r i v e r s ,  and t h e  c l e r k s  
wanted t o  t ake  one and send it home as a souveni r ,  and I 
t h i n k  probably most of them did .  W e  g o t  i n  some of t h e s e ,  I 
read  it -- I d o n ' t  have any souveni rs  and d o n ' t  want any. I 
remember t h e s e ,  b u t  I s u r e  a s  h e l l  d o n ' t  remember what they 
s a i d .  I f  I could s e e  one maybe it would b r i n g  up something. 

Q W e l l ,  you previous ly  saw a p iece  of VC propaganda
t h a t  w e  have h e r e ,  a p a r t  of ~ x h i b i tR-1. I showed it t o  you 
and you ind ica ted  t h a t  you thought you've seen t h a t  before  
(handing t h e  e x h i b i t  t o  t h e  w i t n e s s ) .  

A. Yes s i r ,  I t h i n k  I have seen  t h i s  one before.  A s  
a mat ter  of f a c t  I can say f o r  a f a c t  t h a t  I have. 

Q NOW, I would l i k e  t o  show you Exh ib i t  M-33, which 
I i s  e s s e n t i a l l y  t h e  same p iece  of VC propaganda, notes  t h a t  

they  have taken down from a r a d i o  broadcas t ,  and y o u ' l l  s e e  
a Vietnamese copy a t tached t o  it, behind t h e  English t r a n s ­
l a t i o n  (MR MACCRATE handed t h e  e x h i b i t  t o  t h e  wi tness)  . Now, 
i t ' s  our  information t h a t  such a p i e c e  of VC propaganda was 
i n  f a c t  given t o  o f f i c e r s  from t h e  America1 Headquarters a t  
t h i s  t ime i n  A p r i l  1968, and s o  your r e c o l l e c t i o n  of having 
seen  such a document accords wi th  t h e  o t h e r  evidence t h a t  
we've rece ived .  W e  a r e  very i n t e r e s t e d  i n  having you r e f l e c t  
f o r  a minute a s  t o  t h e  circumstances under which you saw t h e  
documents, and j u s t  where it was, where it came from, who 
had it, and what you d i d  wi th  i t ?  

A.  I made a l i t t l e  note  here--one of t h e  no tes  I 
wanted t o  b r ing  up t o  you. I spen t  the--you s e n t  over  
i n t e l l i g e n c e  summaries, I read  them because they were i n t e r ­
e s t i n g ,  r e a l l y  i n t e r e s t i n g .  I used t o  read those a l l  t h e  
t ime. One of t h e  th ings  I read i n  d e t a i l ,  now t o  g e t  
s p e c i f i c l y  t o  your ques t ion ,  we had an LNO and I b e l i e v e  he 
w a s  r i g h t  i n  Quang Ngai, 2d ARVN Divis ion headquar ters ,  
and I want t o  say h i s  name i s  Captain JOHNSON--I th ink  
t h a t ' s  p r e t t y  c l o s e .  H e  might have been t h e  one who brought 
up t h e s e  l e a f l e t s .  Now t h i s  occurred t o  m e ,  b u t  boy, I 
wouldn ' t  want t o  p i n  him down a s  being t h e  one who brought 
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them up, b u t  he  used t o  come up o f t e n  and talk--by right^, 
I b e l i e v e  he a c t u a l l y  d i d  work f o r  the  chief  of s t a f f ,  b u t  
i n  f a c t  he worked f o r  t h e  G2 and G3, t o  handle some of  t h e  
o p e r a t i o n a l  th ings .  Captain JOHNSON might have brought t h e s e  
up--then your l a s t  s p e c i f i c  ques t ion  was, d i d  I s e e  t h i s  
paper  here?  

Q Now, what y o u ' r e  looking a t  i s  a r e c e n t  English 
t r a n s l a t i o n ,  s o  t h a t  i t ' s  phys ica l  appearance might be some­
what d i f f e r e n t .  The contents  would e s s e n t i a l l y  be t h e  same 
and t h e  Vietnamese from which it i s  t r a n s l a t e d  would presum­
ably be t h e  same Vietnamese t h a t  might have come i n t o  head­
q u a r t e r s ,  with an English t r a n s l a t i o n .  

A. We d i d  not  have t o ,  b u t  t h e r e  was some papers  
t h a t  came i n ,  t h a t  w e  had t o  t r a n s l a t e  ourse lves ,  and w e  
s e n t  them t o  G I .  

A. G5. I t a k e  t h a t  back. G 1  had a Vietnamese c a p t a i n ,  
sir ,  I d o n ' t  remember h i s  name. A t a l l  chap, t a l l  f o r  a V i e t ­
namese even, and he d i d  some of our  t rans la t ions- -no ,  he r a n  
t h e  t r a n s l a t o r s - - t h e  in te rp re te r s - - th i s - ­

10: ( In te rpos ing)  These were t h e  ones t h a t  were 
s igned ou t .  Your normal t r a n s l a t i o n s ,  i f  I may j u s t  ask,  how 
were they done wi th in  t h e  d i v i s i o n ?  You had an M i  detachment. 
A s  a  mat ter  of f a c t ,  your M I  detachment w a s  t h e  51s t  M I  D e ­
tachment? 

A. You're r i g h t .  

Q. They would be t h e  l o g i c a l  ones t o  t r a n s l a t e  
i n t e l l i g e n c e  type  documents. 

A. You're r i g h t ,  sir.  Things I was r e f e r r i n g  t o ,  
w a s  t h e  i n v i t a t i o n s .  We used t o  always g e t  i n v i t a t i o n s  from 
God knows where, and t h e  q u i c k e s t  way was t o  have t h e  G 1  
t r a n s l a t e  those  and t e l l  us what they meant, b u t  y o u ' r e  r i g h t .  
I th ink  I have seen  t h i s .  There a r e  two th ings  t h a t  come 
s p e c i f i c a l l y  t o  mind, when I went through t h i s  be fo re  where 
t h e  one sentence  i n  here--the ~ r n e r i c a nputs  a d o l l a r  on h i s  
pen i s  and s o ,  and t h e  Vietnamese Ranger att tali on--letting 
t h e  Vietnamese d i e  f o r  t h e  ~ r n e r i c a n .  I would say t h a t  I have 
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seen  t h i s ,  wi th  s p e c i f i c a l l y  those  two--I n o t e  up h e r e  
' 	 	 t h a t  t h i s  does d e a l  wi th  l i g h t  machine guns,  and k i l l i n g  
  


innocent  c i v i l i a n s .  I d o n ' t  remember t h a t  s p e c i f i c  para ­ 
  

graph he re .  I do remember t h e s e  o t h e r  two paragraphs I 
 

have mentioned and for t h a t  reason,  b e l i e v e  t h a t  I pro ­ 

bably saw t h i s  p iece  of paper ,  sir. 
 


MR MACCRATE: W e l l ,  where d i d  you b e l i e v e  you saw i t ?  

A. Oh, i n  t h e  headquar ters ,  I ' m  s u r e  it came i n .  
  
I t  very w e l l  could have come i n ,  i n  a G 2  propaganda summary-­
 
a G 2  i n t e l l i g e n c e  summary. If it came i n  s e p a r a t e l y  under 
 
a s e p a r a t e  p i e c e  of paper--oh, I j u s t  c a n ' t  t h i n k  of  how 
 
t h a t  w a s  done though. 
 

9 Let  me show you another  p iece  of VC propaganda. 
This  i s  i n  t h e  form of a n o t i c e ,  da ted  28  March 1968. The 
English t r a n s l a t i o n  i s  on t o p  of it (Exh ib i t  M-35), and 
again  t h e  t r a n s l a t i o n  is r e c e n t ,  b u t  presumably according 
t o  what you might have seen back a t  t h i s  t ime i n  1 9 6 8 .  I 
t h i n k  from t h e  f i r s t  page you can s e e  t h e  genera l  t e n o r  of  
it. D o  you r e c a l l  having seen tHat  before?  

A. No, no t  t h i s  one, sir. I wouldn ' t  say t h a t  
I ' v e  seen t h i s  paper.  

Q- Along about t h i s  t ime i n  A p r i l  of 1968, t h e  t ime 
t h a t  you r e c a l l  Colonel PARSON going down t o  Quang Ngai and 
poss ib ly  ar ranging  f o r  e v i s i t s  by General KOSTER. Do you re ­
c a l l  ever  see ing  a r e p o r t  from t h e  d i s t r i c t  ch ief  t o  a pro ­
v ince  chief  wi th  r e s p e c t  t o  an i n c i d e n t  t h a t  had occurred i n  
Tu Cung o r  Co Luy, which a r e  hamlets of Son My Vi l l age?  

A. Those names wouldn ' t  have meant a t h i n g  t o  me a t  
t h a t  t ime,  b u t  I d o n ' t  remember them. 

Q. Well, they might n o t  have meant very much t o  you, 
b u t  they would r e a d i l y  be a s c e r t a i n a b l e  on t h e  map a s  being 
n o t  too  f a r  from Chu Lai  a t  t h a t  t ime. Does t h i s  r i n g  any 
b e l l s ?  Some of t h e  people f o r  you i n  d i v i s i o n  headquar ters  
d i d  f e e l  t h a t  some of those  names meant something t o  them. 

A. They might have. Whenever we go t  i n  a--and could . 
I g ive  you a reason,  why he was t h e r e ?  Whenever we g o t  i n  a 
r e p o r t  of s i g n i f i c a n t  a c t i o n ,  t h e  G 2  whenever he go t  a r e p o r t  
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and when he thought  it w a s  important ,  he would c a l l  t h e  ch ie f  
and e i t h e r  one of t h e  c l e r k s  o r  myself ,  i f  t h e  c l e r k s  weke 
a l l  busy, and would t a k e  t h i s  report--4 c a s u a l t i e s ,  k i l l e d  8 
VC, o r  something l i k e  that--a  good s p o t  r e p o r t ,  we would go 
on and p l o t  it-­

Q - ( In te rpos ing)  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  we have t o  go i n t o  
a l l  t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  d a t a  t h a t  you may have recorded,  b u t  l e t  
m e  show you Exh ib i t  M - 3 4  and ask you i f  you ever  saw t h a t  
l e t t e r  be fo re ,  when it was i n  t h e  headquarters  of  t h e  Amer ­
i c a l  Divis ion? 

(MR MACCRATE handed t h e  e x h i b i t  t o  t h e  wi tness . )  

A. Well, as I do read  t h i s  paragraph now--I mean n o t  
paragraph, b u t  t h e  phrase t h a t  d e a l s  with h e l i c o p t e r  gunships.  
And, something about gunships and Task Force Barker,  and 
t h e r e  i s  something l i k e  that--gunships and Task Force Barker. 

Q. Do you remember see ing  a copy of t h i s  l e t t e r ,  
with a communication from Colonel TOAN, t h e  commanding gen­
e r a l  of t h e  2d ARVN Divis ion? 

A. Well, I j u s t  c a n ' t  r e c a l l  s ee ing  t h i s ,  b u t  I do 
remember s p e c i f i c a l l y - - I  do no t  r e c a l l  s ee ing  t h i s ,  b u t  t h e r e  
is something I r e c a l l  somewhere, about h e l i c o p t e r  gunships and, 
t h a t  i s  r e l a t e d  somehow t o  Task Force Barker. 

Q. W e l l ,  now, you must remember more than  t h a t ?  

A. W e l l ,  I ' m  j u s t  t r y i n g  t o  p u l l  it ou t .  This  is  
j u s t  coming up. Is t h e r e  a mountain -- something nea r  a 
mountain? Let  m e  s e e  i f  I can p u l l  t h i s  one ou t .  Okay. 
I t ' s  80. There 's  80 people,  gunships and a mountain. 80 
people i n  a d i t c h .  

Q. Any people f i r i n g  i n  t h e  d i t c h ?  

A. Well, t h e  gunships,  t h a t ' s  where they g o t  them. 
 
The gunships go t  them i n  t h e  d i t c h .  There were 80 NVA. Some­

t h i n g  is  -- I remember something. 
 

Q Do you remember t h e  mountain, was it H i l l  85 

A. Someone asked t h a t  previous t o  t h i s  t ime,  and I 
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have no number, b u t  80 personnel ,  80 NVA, 80 people i n  t h e  
d i t c h ,  when t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  gunships k i l l e d  them, and t h i s  i s  
r e l a t e d  t o  Task Force Bazker somewhere n e a r  a mountain, I re­
member t h a t  now. And, t h e  f i g u r e  of t h e  body count i s  some­
where i n  t h e  80 's. 

MR MACCRATE. Now, you remember it i n  re la t ion  t o  something -­
A. ( In te rpos ing)  I n  Task Force Barker? 

Q W e l l ,  bu t  who t o l d  you about  t h i s ?  Is t h i s  a t  
t h e  evening b r i e f i n g ?  Is t h i s  something t o  do with what Col­
one l  PARSON w a s  t a l k i n g  about? Was it a r e p o r t  t o  him t h a t  
came i n  and you were t a l k i n g  t o  him about? You t a l k e d  t o  
PARSON q u i t e  a b i t  according t o  -- n o t  PARSON, b u t  Colonel 
HOLLADAY. I understand he made q u i t e  a p r a c t i c e  of coming i n t o  
headquar ters .  A s  a mat ter  of f a c t ,  he had t o  be t h e r e  every 
n i g h t .  A£ter  t h a t  b r i e f i n g ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  he did. 

9. H e  had t o  come over  and he had t o  exp la in  t o  t h e  
commanding genera l  t h e  a l l o c a t i o n  of  t h e  a i r c r a f t  f o r  t h e  f o l ­
lowing day and a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  t h e  commanding genera l  made t h e  
dec i s ion .  So, a u t ~ n a t i c a l l y ,he was a t  head--7--+Y U ~ LL S ~ Sa t  l e a s t  
once a day, every day, 7 days a week. So, he w a s  i n  and 
o u t  of t h e r e  q u i t e  f r equen t ly .  D o  you remember having heard 
t h i s  from him, o r  from Major WATKE, o r  having seen t h i s  on a 
p i e c e  of paper? 

A.  I ' m  j u s t  t r y i n g  t o  th ink .  Major WATKE? 

Q. WATKE. Company Commander of  Bravo Company of t h e  
123d Avia t ion  B a t t a l i o n .  

A.  WATKE. I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  I knew him. H e  go t  h u r t  
though. H e  g o t  h u r t  somehow. He l i cop te r  c rash .  Shot down. 
Hurt h i s  f o o t  and got  a S i l v e r  S t a r .  I c a n ' t  remember him. 

MR MACCRATE. Now, t h i s  i s  i n  t h e  middle of  Apr i l .  

A. I 'm t r y i n g  t o  come back h e r e ,  now. 

I0: Let  m e  g ive  you a couple of o t h e r  people t h a t  
may have t a l k e d  t o  you about t h i s .  
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A. O h ,  yes  sir ,  I ' m  n o t  -- I ' m  j u s t  t r y i n g  t o  p u l l
it out .  

Q. . W e l l ,  what I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  o u t  is i f  you saw 
that on a piece of paper ,  o r  whether somebody t o l d  it t o  you, 
o r  who t o l d  it t o  you? 

A. W e l l ,  I had a r e a l  good f r i e n d  i n  6 2 ,  an ass is tant  
G2 .  Major DORF. And, he gave me  -- kind of  kep t  m e  up t o  d a t e ,  
because I w a s  o u t  of p lace .  And, he used t o  come over once 
every 2 o r  3 days,  and I ' d  go up t o  h i s  shop. 

Q e  W e l l ,  it wouldn't  go through t h e  G2 people.  We've 
t a l k e d  t o  m o s t  of t h e  people t h a t  w e r e  ass igned t o  t h e  head­
q u a r t e r s  t h a t  a c t u a l l y  worked i n  t h e  G 2 ,  one of them, f o r  ex­
ample, KUECHENMEISTER. 

A. Captain KUECHENMEISTER. 

Q. And, LOGAN. 

I 	 	 A. LOGAN. I remember him. A t a l l  co lored  boy, also,  
MURROW, o r  MOORE. I d o n ' t  remember h i s  name. I wouldn't  say 
r i g h t  offhand where I go t  t h i s  80 people i n  a d i t c h .  Let  me 
see now. 

Q. Let  me g ive  you a few more t h i n g s  t h a t  might he lp  
you g e t  it. Put o u t  of your mind, NVA. 

A. Put  o u t  of i t ?  

Q. Y e s .  

A. Okay. 

9 You're t a l k i n g  about,  on one hand you say,  t h e  
people i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  and then you q u a l i f y  them a s  saying 
NVA. 	 	 Make t h e s e  c i v i l i a n s ,  women and ch i ld ren .  Have 
s o l d i e r s  f i r i n g  i n  t o  t h e  d i t c h .  A l s o  have a h e l i c o p t e r  
land and t a k e  a young c h i l d  o u t  of t h e  bodies  and f l y  him 
t o  t h e  h o s p i t a l  i n  Quang Ngai. Put  with t h a t ,  a confron ­
t a t i o n  between a h e l i c o p t e r  u n i t  and t h e  ground element, 
where they had r e a l l y  a head t o  head conf ron ta t ion  t o  t h e  
p o i n t  where they  had machine guns t r a i n e d  on one another .  

I 
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A. Okay, sir. 

Q. Now, i f  you have any idea ,  maybe you'd b e t t e r  t e l l  
us. 

A. Seven s o l d i e r s  medals. When WATKE g o t  s h o t  down, 
crashed,  WATKE -- yeah, it had t o  be him. 

Q Y e s ,  t h a t ' s  r i g h t .  

A. When he -got  s h o t  down-- . . 

Q. ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )  But, t h a t  has noth ing  t o  do wi th  
t h i s  i n c i d e n t .  We're t a l k i n g  about 80 people i n  a d i t c h .  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. A r e  you f a m i l i a r  with t h e  p o i n t  of r e fe rence .  How 
c l o s e  were you t o  t h e  G 5 ,  ANISTRANSKI? 

A. I t h i n k  we w e r e  p r e t t y  c lose .  

Q. Would you have t a l k e d  about s t u f f  l i k e  t h a t  with 
him? 

A. Oh, I t h i n k  he would have, yes  sir. 

Q. How about t h e  chapla in?  

A. Chaplain LEWIS. 

Q. Did he eve r  come i n  and complain about people 
be ing  k i l l e d  o r  anything? 

A. No, I d o n ' t  t h ink  he d i d ,  s i r ,  n o t  t h e  chapla in .
W e l l  -­

Q. ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )  Think about t h a t  a moment, now. 

A. I am t r y i n g  t o  th ink .  

Q Because, you want t o  remember, we've t a l k e d  t o  
a l l  t h e s e  people. 
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A. I am g e t t i n g  j u s t  a l i t t l e  b i t  caught up now, 
because I read  t h a t  i n  Time magazine, where THOMPSON I th ink ,  
had t o  t u r n  h i s  guns t o  keep t h e  t roops  from k i l l i n g .  

Q D o  you remember about a  cap ta in  who had s h o t  
a woman? . 

A. I n  p a r t  of t h i s ?  T h a t ' s  what I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  
remember now. Yes, sir. Yes, sir. Now, t h e s e  o t h e r  th ings  
t h a t  you ' r e  adding on, I can ' t  remember t h a t .  But t h e  f i r s t  
word t h a t  came t o  my mind was 80 people i n  a -- when I f i r s t  
s t a r t e d  t h i s  -- 80 people i n  a d i t c h ,  and gunships,  and a 
mountain. Wait a minute. I ' m  i n  my o f f i c e ,  somewhere i n  my 
o f f i c e .  Somewhere i n  my o f f i c e .  Major KREBS. I wouldn ' t  
say t h a t  he s a i d  it e i t h e r .  S i r ,  t h e r e ' s  something t h e r e ,  
b u t  I j u s t  c a n ' t  seem t o  p u l l  it ou t  anymore. I donvt - ­

MR MACCRATE: ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )  L e t ' s  go back t o  t h i s  le t ter  of  
11 Apr i l ,  Exh ib i t  M-34. Do you remember along about  t h i s  
t ime,  see ing  a copy of t h i s  d i r e c t i v e  of General  KOSTERvs 
t o  Colonel HENDERSON i n  t h e  11th  Brigade? Along wi th  which 
h e  s e n t  a copy of t h i s  le t ter ,  down t o  br igade  asking  
Colonel HENDERSON t o  look i n t o  t h i s  a l l e g a t i o n ,  t h a t  was 
contained i n  t h i s  l e t t e r  of 11 Apr i l ?  Do you remember see­
i n g  something about t h i s ?  

A.  The one t h i n g  I remember s p e c i f i c a l l y  about t h e  
11 th  Brigade is  t h a t  they  ran  an opera t ion  t h a t  they weren ' t  
supposed t o ,  and General KOSTER g o t  on them l i k e  a t i g e r  f o r  
t h a t .  But, I th ink  General LIPSCOMB was t h e r e  then.  I remem­
b e r  t h a t .  And, I d o n ' t  remember General KOSTER sending 
anything to--but I t h i n k  i f  he d i d  send one l i k e  t h a t ,  it 
would be i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n  f i l e .  

Q W e l l ,  where would such th ings  be f i l e d ?  

A. General KOSTERvs t y p i s t ,  HERRIS, i f  t h a t ' s  who it 
w a s  a t  t h a t  t ime,  would have kep t  it i n  h i s  f i l e ,  and I t h i n k  
a copy of it would have gone t o  t h e  AG f o r  d i spa tch .  

10: Was t h i s  i n  le t ter  form? 

A. S i r ?  

Q- Even if it were i n  l e t t e r  form? 
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A. Y e s .  Y e s ,  I b e l i e v e  it would have. I had a 
note. I t o l d  you l a s t  t ime on my f i r s t  appearence, and 
I t h i n k  you were asking about a paper t h a t  Colonel BARKER-­
Colonel HENDERSON--the r e p o r t  of i n v e s t i g a t i o n  by Colonel 
HENDERSON, and you asked where it would go, and I s a i d  t h e  
AG. Thinking t h a t  over ,  I t h i n k  t h a t  would have gone t o  
t h e  JAG.  I th ink  t h e  chief  of s t a f f  would have s e n t  t h a t  
t o  t h e  JAG f o r  some s o r t  of a c t i o n .  And, about t h i s  t i m e ,  
t h a t  JAG was Colonel--oh, a l i t t l e  s h o r t  fe l low.  I d o n ' t  
remember h i s  name r i g h t  offhand, b u t  I remember now t h a t  
i n  t h i s  l i g h t ,  he w a s  over i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n  headquarters  q u i t e  
a l o t ,  and wanted t o  s e e  t h e  c h i e f .  He w a s  a s t a f f  judge 
advocate. A r a t h e r  s h o r t  fe l low.  A h e l l  of  a n i c e  guy. 

MR MACCRATE: We've t a l k e d  t o  him. 

A. And, he was over  t h e r e  t o  s e e  t h e  c h i e f .  And, 
 

I t h i n k  a p i e c e  of paper such a s  t h i s  would have probably 
 

g o t  t o  him. I t  would have been given t o  him f o r  some s o r t  
  

of s t a f f  a c t i o n .  Maybe he wanted t o  s e e  t h e  CG, now. W e l l ,  
  

he  wanted e i t h e r  t o  s e e  t h e , c h i e f  of s t a f f  o r  General KOSTER. 
 


Q W e l l ,  you have no r e c o l l e c t i o n  of r ece iv ing  any­
t h i n g  from General KOSTER about an a l l e g a t i o n  such a s  t h i s ,  
asking Colonel HENDERSON t o  look i n t o  i t ?  

A. No, I c a n ' t  r e a l l y  say t h a t  I do, sir. 

Q. Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of t a l k i n g  t o  
Colonel PARSON about i t ?  Did you ever  s e e  any papers about 
such a ma t t e r  i n  Colonel PARSON'S right-hand bottom drawer 
as you went through i t ?  

A. No. No, I wouldn't  say t h a t  I d i d ,  sir.  I 
j u s t  d o n ' t  r e c a l l  s ee ing  anything l i k e  t h a t .  

Q. Did you ever  s e e  it i n  t h e  commanding g e n e r a l ' s  
in-basket  a s  you went through it, looking f o r  papers? 

A. No, I d o n ' t  t h ink  s o ,  sir. 

Q- Do you have any record  of th ings  t h a t  t h e  com­
manding genera l  s e n t  ou t?  Did you keep any log  of t h e  d i rec ­
t i v e s  t h a t  he s e n t  out?  Did you have a follow-up f i l e ?  
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A. Yes, bu t  t h i s  was j u s t  a l i t t l e  b i t  d i f f e r e n t .  
  
When t h e  chief  of s t a f f  would rece ive  i n s t r u c t i o n s  from t h e  
  
genera l ,  he would w r i t e  him a s t a f f  note ,  g ive  it t o  t h e  typ ­ 
 
i s t .  We'd type  up a copy of  t h a t ,  and we would send a n o t e  
  
o u t  t o  t h e  s t a f f  agency, and put  t h e  suspense f i l e  t h a t  Ser ­ 
  
geant  RITCHIE kep t ,  and we s t o r e d  it i n  t h i s  one. That was . 
 
our c o n t r o l  t o  g e t  an answer back. 
 

Q - Major BEASLEY, I am going t o  show you Exh ib i t  R-5 
which i s  a document from t h e  f i l e s  of t h e  l l t h  ~ r i g a d ea t  Duc 
Pho. You see a f i l e  copy of a board of i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  da ted  
24 Apr i l  1968, from Colonel HENDERSON t o  t h e  then  General of 
t h e  America1 Divis ion . .  We previous ly  showed you, when you 
were here  be fo re ,  a t r u e  copy of t h a t  document. I want you t o  
look a t  t h a t  and t h i n k  c a r e f u l l y ,  and t e l l  us what you can 
r e c a l l  about t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  t h a t  you saw such a document a t  
t h e  d i v i s i o n  headquarters .  

(The wi tness  examined Exh ib i t  R-5) 

A. This  i s  t h e  paper ,  s i r ,  R-5, t h a t  I spoke t o  Gen­
e r a l  PEERS e a r l i e r  about. There i s  j u s t  something back t h e r e .  
I c a n ' t  say f o r  s u r e  t h a t  I saw it, and a s  you s a i d ,  i n  t h e  
d i v i s i o n  headquar ters .  Well, I ' m  n o t  too  s u r e  -- w e l l  i f  you 
go t  it from t h e r e ,  I ' m  s u r e  t h a t ' s  where it was, b u t  I ' m  n o t  -­

Q ( In te rpos ing)  L i s t e n  t o  me, p lease .  You cons tan t ly  
g e t  o f f  t h e  t r a c k .  We're t a l k i n g  about something t h a t  came from 
t h e  br igade  headquar ters .  That paper t h a t  you have be fo re  you 
i s  t h e  f i l e  copy taken from t h e  l l t h  Brigade. 

A. I see. 

Q Now, I ' m  asking you about what would have been per ­
haps t h e  r ibbon copy and one carbon copy, t h a t  would have come 
i n  t o  t h e  commanding genera l ,  and i n t o  t h e  headquar ters  where 
you were t h e  SGS, and had t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  t h e  s e c u r i t y  
of such documents, inc lud ing  c o n f i d e n t i a l  documents such as 
t h a t .  Now, t h i s  was during t h e  t ime t h a t  you had t h a t  respon­
s i b i l i t y .  And, I would l i k e  t o  know what you d i d  wi th  t h e  
documents, because,  it cannot be found t h e r e  today. 

A. Well, t h i s  i s  another  grey a r e a  f o r  m e ,  sir.  I 
d o n ' t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  remember see ing  t h i s  one as  I s a i d ,  my 
f i r s t  t i m e  up here .  There i s  a doubt,  however, t h e r e ' s  
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something back t h e r e  d e a l i n g  wi th  t h i s .  God, I ' v e  l a i d  awake 
so many -- t r y i n g  t o  p u l l  it o u t .  If it came up t o  t h a t  head- 
q u a r t e r s ,  I th ink  I would have seen it. 

. . 

0. We know it came up t o  t h e  headquar ters .  We know 
it was t h e r e .  T h a t ' s  been thoroughly a t t e s t e d  t o .  id you 
e v e r  g e t ' a n y  i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  d ispose  of copies  of t h a t ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q - Did you ever  on your own dispose  of copies  of t h a t ?  

A. No, sir.  I d i d  not .  The only t h i n g  t h a t  I -- w e l l ,  
I guess t h a t  d o e s n ' t  r e l a t e  t o  t h i s  a t  a l l .  The only t h i n g  
t h a t  w e  e v e r  disposed of were t h e  copies  of a paper t h a t  I had 
w r i t t e n  d e a l i n g  with General WESTMORELAND1s i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  
change t h e  n a t u r e  of t h e  opera t ion  -- of t h e  d e s c r i p t i o n  of 
opera t ion  from search  and k i l l  -- o r  search  and des t roy  o r  -­
I guess t h a t  was it, search  and k i l l  t o  search  and des t roy .  
We d o n ' t  use those anymore. And, General KOSTER had t o l d  
t h e  ch ie f  of s t a f f  t o  pu t  on it "For O f f i c i a l  Use Only". And,1 t h e  chief  of  s t a f f  t o l d  me. Well, I f a i l e d  t o  do t h a t ,  and it 
g o t  o u t ,  wi th  no marking on it. So, we had t o  c a l l  a l l  t h e  
u n i t s .  I had t h e  AG do it I t h i n k ,  and say ,  "Get r i d  of t h a t  
one". And, then we typed up another  one, and we pu t  "For 
O f f i c i a l  Use Only" on it and s e n t  it o u t  again.  That was t h e  
only t h i n g  we e v e r  c a l l e d  back and des t royed,  o r  t r i e d  t o  g e t  
back, t o  g e t  r i d  of it. The unmarked copy. 

Q. Well, i f  t h e  ch ie f  of s t a f f  handed t h a t  t o  you, 
what would you do wi th  i t ?  

A. Well, I th ink  he would probably g ive  me some in-  
s t r u c t i o n s  on what t o  do wi th  it. Send it t o  t h e  G3, t h e  
J A G ,  t h e  AG f i l e ,  o r  t o  t h e  G3, " I s  t h e r e  any t r u t h  i n  t h i s  ," 
o r  t o  t h e  G2, " I s  t h e r e  any t r u t h  i n  t h i s , "  t o  t h e  -­
Q - ( In te rpos ing)  Well, t h a t 's a r e p o r t  of inves t iga ­
t i o n  t h a t  you have t h e r e .  

A. Yes, 	 s ir ,  I ' m  w e l l  aware of t h a t .  

Q. And, you ' re  sugges t ing  t o  send it over  t o  t h e  G3 
t o  s e e  i f  Colonel HENDERSON i s  t e l l i n g  t h e  t r u t h ?  
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A. No, what I ' m  saying ,  s i r ,  i s  t h a t  I t h i n k  something 
l i k e  t h i s  would be p r e t t y  i n p o r t a n t ,  and I t h i n k  t h a t  persons 
a t  a f a r  h igher  l e v e l  than  m e ,  genera l  o f f i c e r s ,  would make t h a t  
dec i s ion ,  and t h a t  I wouldn ' t  be t o l d .  

Q But, you kep t  t h e i r  f i l e s  f o r  them. That 's t h e  
whole po in t .  

A .  Oh, I see. 

Q. You were re spons ib le  f o r  t h e  f i l e s .  You were respon­
s i b l e  f o r  t h e  documents t h a t  came i n ,  t h a t  were c l a s s i f i e d ,  f o r  
s a f e  keeping, 

A.  There ' s  no doubt about t h a t .  I was. 

Q You have no explanat ion  f o r  why no copy o f  t h a t ,  
cannot be found a t  t h e  America1 Divis ion headquarters?  

A. I do n o t ,  s i r .  

10: Would you l o g  t h a t  document i f  it would have come 
i n  t o  you? This  i s  another  c o n t r a d i c t i o n  t h a t  we have, i n  t h i s  
logging system of yours.  The f a c t  t h a t  by r e g u l a t i o n  you log  
only s e c r e t  o r  above wi th  no regard  f o r  t h e  con ten t  o t h e r  than  
t h e  s e c u r i t y  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n ,  o r  you might say t h e  import of  a 
p a r t i c u l a r  p iece  of paper ,  i n  i t s  content .  How would you keep 
t r a c k  of a p i e c e  of paper l i k e  t h a t ?  

A.  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  I would have a t t ached  t h i s  much im­
por tance  t o  t h i s .  I b e l i e v e  I would have given t h i s  t o  t h e  ch ie f  
of s t a f f ,  i f  it would have g o t t e n  t o  me. 

Q Well, we ' re  l ead  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h i s  paper was hand-
c a r r i e d .  

A. Oh, I see .  

Q To t h e  chief  of s t a f f .  

MR MACCRATE: W e  f i n d  it q u i t e  remarkable t h a t  you, working as 
you d id  with t h e  ch ie f  of s t a f f ,  d o n ' t  have a very c l e a r  r e c o l l ­
e c t i o n  of t h e  handl ing of t h e  document. Would you look p l e a s e  
t o  t h e  i n c l o s u r e s  of t h e  document? 
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(The wi tness  d i d  a s  reques ted . )  

You ' l l  s e e  t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  i n c l o s u r e  t h a t  you come 
t o  a c t u a l l y  Inc losure  2 ,  t h a t  t h e  two pages use tile p ieces  of 
VC propaganda t h a t  you i n d i c a t e  t h a t  you have seen.  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. Now, if you would look a t  t h e  las t  s h e e t  p lease?  

(Witness d id  a s  reques ted .) 

Which is  t h e  s ta tement ,  da ted  1 4  A p r i l  1968? Do 
you r e c a l l  having seen t h a t ?  

A. No, I d o n ' t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  r e c a l l  s ee ing  t h i s  one. I 
do r e c a l l  t h a t  one of t h e s e  province c h i e f s ,  t h e  one i n  t h e  nor th ,  
or t h e  south ,  Quang Ngai Province,  o r  Quang Tin Province,  a t  one 
t ime o r  another ,  both of them were down t o  d i v i s i o n  headquar ters -
I do remember t h a t .  

Q. Colonel KHIEN? 

A. I t ' s  s o  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  me t o  remember who was where. . 
I f  you could-­

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  Well, Colonel KHIEN was t h e  Province Chief 
of Quang Ngai Province.  Colonel K H I E N .  K-H-I-E-N 

I0: L e t  me t r y  t o  put  some of t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  time i n t o  
focus f o r  you, which may be h e l p f u l  t o  you. 

A.  Y e s ,  sir. 

Q - This  paper was dated 24 Apr i l .  A few days a f t e r  
t h a t ,  General KOSTER went on R&R f o r  7 days,  and he had 
a 3 day ex tens ion ,  back i n  Hawaii. So, he was gone, a s  I 
remember t h e  days,  from about 2 8  A p r i l  through 7 May. And, dur­
i n g  t h a t  pe r iod ,  General YOUNG was t h e  a c t i n g  d i v i s i o n  commander. 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q Does t h a t  h e l p  to--I'm s u r e  you remember t h e  t ime,  
because you would have handled papers d i f f e r e n t l y ,  a t  t h a t  t ime.  
Was t h e r e  any i n d i c a t i o n  o f ,  "Well, w e ' l l  hold t h i s  paper u n t i l  
General KOSTER re turns? ' '  
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Q. Do you remember Colonel HUTTER coming up wi th  Col­
o n e l  TOAN t o  t a l k  t o  General KOSTER? We know, f o r  example, t h a t  
General KOSTER w a s n ' t  down t o  s e e  Colonel TOAN. And, i f  he s a w  
Colonel TOAN, he would obviously s e e  Colonel HUTTER. Unless, 
HUTTER happened t o  be away a t  t h e  t i m e .  W e  a l s o  know t h a t  he 
went down t o  see Colonel K H I E N .  And, we've had i n d i c a t i o n s  t h a t  
he had v i s i t e d  t h e  Arnerical Divis ion  headquarters .  

A. This  is Colonel TOAN? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q e  I f  you look a t  some of t h e s e  papers ,  you s e e  why 
a l l  t h e  people a r e  involved h e r e  o r  i n t e r e s t e d .  I ' l l  s e e  i f  I 
can make it c l e a r  t o  you. Let  m e  have E x h i b i t  M-30. You can 
see t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  t h e r e .  

(I0 handed t h e  e x h i b i t  t o  t h e  wi tness .  ) 

A, This  is t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  t h a t  you a r e  speaking o f .  

Q You s e e  2d ARVN Divis ion heaquar ters .  Now,  Colonel 
TOAN had a copy of it. You ' l l  a l s o  n o t i c e  t h a t  a copy of it went 
t o  Quang Ngai MACV Sec to r ,  Colonel G U I N N  o r  M r .  MAY, and t h e r e  
i s  a l s o  a courtesy copy t o  t h e  d i s t r i c t  s e n i o r  advisor .  

A. Mow, t h e r e  i s  something. Okay. Courtesy copy. I 
h a t e  j u s t  t o  sna tch  up th ings  l i k e  t h a t ,  b u t  cour tesy  copy. 

Q .  W e  never use t h a t  i n  our-­

A. ( In te rpos ing)  T h a t ' s  a b i t  s t r ange .  Courtesy copy, cour tesy  
copy. That phrase comes t o  mind. 

Q - The reason we a r e  asking t h e s e  ques t ions  is t h a t ,  
a l l  t h e  papers t h a t  you have had r e f e r r e d  t o  you t h i s  morning, 
wi th  t h e  except ion of t h e  one t h a t  has  Captain RODRIGUEZ'S s i g ­
n a t u r e  on it, we have been t o l d  by var ious  people who were ac t ­
u a l l y  i n  t h e  headquarters  of t h e  Arnerical Division--we know, f o r  
example t h a t  General KOSTER picked up a copy of t h a t .  I t  was 
given t o  him. 
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Q Well, l e t ' s  f o r g e t  about t h e s e ,  because I ' l l  'come 
around t o  some of t h e s e  l a t e r .  I want t o  t a l k  t o  you f o r  j u s t  
a minute about procedures ,  and s o  f o r t h .  Now what about t h e  de­
s t r u c t i o n  of m a t e r i a l s ?  Did you always make o u t  a d e s t r u c t i o n  
c e r t i f i c a t e ?  

A. Yes, sir. W e  only destroyed once o r  t w i c e  whi le  I 
w a s  the re .  

Q What i f  t h e  paper w a s  c o n f i d e n t i a l ,  d i d  you make 
o u t  a d e s t r u c t i o n  c e r t i f i c a t e  f o r  c o n f i d e n t i a l ?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember, b u t  it seems t o  m e  t h a t  we made 
o u t  a d e s t r u c t i o n  c e r t i f i c a t e  f o r  everyth ing  t h a t  we destroyed.  

Q. Oh, I d o n ' t  t h i n k  you d i d  t h a t .  That would be i m ­
poss ib le .  

A.  Well, we d i d n ' t  des t roy  q u i t e  t h a t  much. One t h i n g  
w e  destroyed i s  USARV ch ie f  of s t a f f  notes .  I remember knocking 
o f f  a copy o r  two of those .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  we recorded t h a t .  I 
doubt i f  we would--I doubt i f  I d i d  record c o n f i d e n t i a l  documents 
destroyed.  

Q - And where d i d  you maintain your c e r t i f i c a t e s  of de­
s t r u c t i o n ?  

A. W e  pu t  them i n  a l i t t l e  f o l d e r  and kep t  them i n  t h e  
safe. 

Q. I n  t h e  c l a s s i f i e d  s a f e ,  o r  t h e  u n c l a s s i f i e d  s a f e ?  

A. I only had one. 

Q Well, you had one i n  your o f f i c e ,  t h a t  was a c l a s s ­
i f i e d  s a f e  and was t h e r e  another  f i l e  cabine t?  

A. Y e s ,  sir,  t h e r e  was. Sergeant  R I T C H I E  had a couple.  
H e  had some-­

Q. ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )  Where d i d  you keep your logs?  

A. Like Sergeant  RITCHIE kep t  the  v i s i t o r s  log- ­
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0. ( In te rpos ing)  Well, I ' m  t a l k i n g  about document logs .  

A. I n  Sergeant  RITCHIE's desk, t h e  1203's  we kep t  r i g h t  
i n  h i s  desk. 

Q 	 A r e  you s u r e  you d id?  

A. W e l l ,  t h e r e ' s  a l i t t l e  b i t  more, sir. Two p a r t s  
  
of t h e  l o g ,  t h e  1203 and t h e  long green--I wanted t o  say ,  it 
 
w a s  kind of a accounting book about t h a t  long,  18 inches long,  
  
10-12 inches  wide--8-10 inches wide. I d o n ' t  remember whether 
 
they  p u t  t h a t  i n  t h e  s a f e .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  he put  t h a t  i n  t h a t  
  
s a f e .  
  

Q 	 What d i d  he l o g  i n  t h e  book? Didn ' t  you usua l ly  
use s tandard  forms f o r  logging th ings?  

A. Y e s ,  w e  had a s e t  of s t andard  forms and we discon ­ 

t i nued  those  some t i m e  l a t e r ,  and switc3ed t o  p u t t i n g  it a l l  
  
i n  t h e  book. 
 

Q. T h a t ' s  a g a i n s t  r e g u l a t i o n s .  

A. It  might have been, s ir .  

' 	 	 Q. I t h i n k  you ought t o  t h i n k  about t h a t .  A s  a ma t t e r  
of f a c t ,  we've had no i n d i c a t i o n  of t h i s ,  now, from t a l k i n g  t o  
Sergeant  R I T C H I E  and t a l k i n g  wi th  Sergeant  SAIMONS and h i s  r e ­
placement, Sergeant  LOFTIS. I only heard p a r t  of R I T C H I E ' s  s t a t e ­
ment, b u t  i t ' s  j u s t  a ques t ion  of how t h e  l o g  was maintained. 
One maintained a cont inuat ion  on t h e  l o g ,  whereas t h e  o t h e r  one 
a f f i x e d  a copy of t h e  log  t o  each document, and handled it sep ­
a r a t e l y .  

A. W e l l ,  t h a t  w a s  t h e  way we d i d  it i n i t i a l l y ,  when 
Sergeant  LENTZ befo re  Sergeant  R I T C H I E  came i n  made two copies .  
The document would come i n ,  w e  would t a k e  two copies  of t h e  l o g ,  
make out--enter  t h e  information on a log ,  Sergeant  LENTZ kep t  
one copy and they  a t t ached  one copy t o  t h e  document. But t h i s  
wasn ' t  doing us a b i t  of good, because these  documents were be­
i n g  hand-carr ied,  handled r i g h t  t o  t h e  a c t i o n  o f f i c e r  and I w a s  
l o s i n g  t h e  document, l o s i n g  t h e  l o g  copy. We'd come up, a t  t h e  
end of t h e  week wi th  a few documents p r e s e n t  and had been s igned 
o u t ,  and w e  could match up t h e  carbon t o  t h e  o r i g i n a l ,  and then  
w e  had a few t h a t  w e  c o u l d n ' t  match up. And then  t h a t ' s  when 
w e  s t a r t e d  p u t t i n g  them i n  t h e  book, a s  I remember, Sergeant  R I T ­
CHIE had t h e  green book and I t h i n k  he s t a r t e d  p u t t i n g  a l l  t h i s  
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s t u f f  i n  t h e  green book. 

H e  had i t  i n  h i s  desk? 

A. I b e l i e v e  he d i d ,  s i r ,  I b e l i e v e  he kep t  it i n  h i s  
desk. I t  w a s  k ind  of l i k e  an accounting book. 

Q What would you do i n  t h e  case  of a c l a s s i f i e d  t i t l e ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know. The 1203's  had t o  l i s t  t h e  t i t l e  
and he kept  those  i n  a s m a l l  b lack  f o l d e r ,  book. We d i d  some­
t h i n g  e l s e  wi th  t h e  t o p  s e c r e t  because RITCHIE was n o t  au thor ized  
t o  handle t o p  s e c r e t .  I know I was and I handled t h e  top  s e c r e t ,  
and kep t  a 1203. We d i d n ' t  g e t  i n  t h a t  many and I knew where 
they  w e r e  and w e  got  them back. 

Q Where d id  you s t o r e  them? 

A. Didn ' t  s t o r e  them. 

Q . What d i d  you do wi th  them? 

A. Gave them back t o  t h e  message c e n t e r  personnel  who 
had brought them down. I d i d n ' t  have a u t h o r i z a t i o n  t o  s t o r e  t o p  
s e c r e t .  I d i d  one n i g h t ,  had no choice ,  I kep t  it and I t h i n k  
everybody was up most of t h e  n i g h t  when I kep t  it t h e r e .  Turned 
it i n  t h e  next  morning. But I d i d n ' t  normally s t o r e  t o p  s e c r e t .  

Q W e l l ,  I ' m  r e a l l y  n o t  concerned about top  s e c r e t .  
We're not  dea l ing  i n  t h a t ,  a t  t h e  moment. What I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  do 
is  t o  f i n d  o u t  how you handled documents and r e a l l y  what I ' m  go­
i n g  t o  ask you i s ,  can you g ive  any explanat ion  of why i t  is 
t h a t  i n  t h e  America1 Divis ion  we cannot f i n d  any l o g s ,  showing 
t h e  r e c e i p t  of papers ,  nor  can w e  f i n d  any c e r t i f i c a t e s  of de­
s t r u c t i o n  nor  can we f i n d  any of  t h e  papers themselves. There 
is no record  whatsoever. 

A. Logs, c e r t i f i c a t e s  of destruct ion- ­

Q Logs, c e r t i f i c a t e s  of d e s t r u c t i o n ,  nor  t h e  docu­
ments themselves. By r e g u l a t i o n  you ' r e  t o  maintain your log  f o r  
a per iod  of 2 y e a r s  be fo re  d e s t r u c t i o n .  

A. And c e r t i f i c a t e s  of d e s t r u c t i o n  is a b i t  longer  than  
t h a t ,  I th ink  t h a t ' s  3 yea r s .  
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Q I ' m  n o t  s u r e  what it is .  

A. W e l l ,  I cannot g ive  you an explanat ion  on any of 
t h e  t h r e e .  Our l o g s  w e r ?  very poor a s  a ma t t e r  of f a c t .  Cert ­
i f i c a t e s  of d e s t r u c t i o n  I d o n ' t  see why those  would be thrown 
away. 

a- Let  me ask you one more ques t ion .  Now you indic ­
a t e d  something about a f i e l d  s a f e ,  e a r l i e r  t h i s  morning. 

A. Y e s . ,  s ir .  

Q Where was t h a t  f i e l d  s a f e ?  

A. I t  w a s  i n  t h e  corner  of t h e  o f f i c e  t h a t  I took over .  
Major QUALLS, Fred QUALLS, had t h a t .  He was promoted t o  l i e u t e n ­
a n t  co lone l ,  became t h e  G 1 .  I t  never d i d  work. 

Q Did it have a d i a l  combination on t o p  of  it o r  have 
a lock on i t ?  

A. Both, both sir. I t  had a d i a l  and then  a p lace  where 
you'd hook a lock. I th ink  t h a t  S p e c i a l i s t  HERRIS l a t e r - -we l l ,  
I wouldn't  say f o r  s u r e  what w e  d i d  wi th  t h a t ,  because I d o n ' t  
know, b u t  I somehow, something i s  h e r e  t h a t  S p e c i a l i s t  HERRIS, 
General K3STER1s  t y p i s t ,  f i n a l l y  go t  hold of a f i e l d  s a f e .  H e  
g o t  hold  of something and had it back t h e r e .  

Q Did he have it, w a s  it i n  h i s  o f f i c e  o r  i n  t h e  
g e n e r a l ' s  o f f i c e ?  We've heard something about it, perhaps 
be ing  on t h e  r i g h t  s i d e  of t h e  desk o u t  a l i t t l e  ways from 
t h e  desk, a g a i n s t  t h e  w a l l .  You've been i n  and o u t  of t h a t  
o f f i c e  q u i t e  a few t i m e s .  

A.  No, t h a t ' s  where t h e  a i r - cond i t ione r  would have 
been, I d o n ' t  t h i n k  it was t h e r e .  I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  t h i n k ,  he had 
a-­

Q ( In te rpos ing)  I d o n ' t  need a diagram. A l l  I want 
i s  you t o  i n d i c a t e  where it could have been. 

A .  ( In terpos ing)  I don 't remember where it was. 
I t h i n k  t h a t  HERRIS had one. I would b e l i e v e  t h a t  it would 
be i n  t h e  C G ' s  o f f i c e ,  because it was j u s t  t o o  unsafe t o  
l e a v e  it o u t s i d e .  And i f  they  had one I ' m  s u r e  they would 
have p u t  it i n  General KOSTER's o f f i c e .  
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Q 1'11 t e l l  you what I ' d  l i k e  t o  do. We've g o t  a l o t  
of th ings  t h a t  we've discussed and you seem t o  remember them. 
What I ' m  going t o  do i s  j u s t  g ive  you a l i t t l e  time t o  th ink  these  
th ings  over ,  s o  t h a t  you can do a l i t t l e  f i t t i n g  t o g e t h e r ,  and 
then  w e ' l l  g e t  t o g e t h e r  wi th  you again.  Now you j u s t  t ake  your 
p iece  of paper t h e r e  and l e t  me t e l l  you what I want you t o  t r y  
t o  remember. The f i r s t  i tem i s  80 i n  t h e  d i t c h .  The second t h i n g  
i s ,  hold u n t i l  General KOSTER r e t u r n s .  The t h i r d  t h i n g  is t h a t  
t h e  Quang Ngai province ch ie f  i s  unhappy. The four th  t h i n g  has  
t o  do with a cour tesy  copy. The f i f t h  th ing  has t o  do with t h e  
p o s s i b i l i t y  of a formal r e p o r t  of i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  t h e  one t h a t  I 
descr ibed  t o  you wi th  t h e  attachments.  And then I would l i k e  
t o  know when you saw it, where you saw it, what were t h e  con ten t s  
of t h e  document, and who made ou t  t h e s e  s, tatements,  whose s t a t e ­
ments were they.  And t h e  f i n a l  i tem i s  t h i s  l a s t  d i scuss ion  o f  
ours  having t o  do wi th  t h e  f i e l d  s a f e .  Where was it, who was re­
spons ib le  f o r  it, what kind of documents were placed i n  it, i f  
any. I ' m  going t o  hold y o u t h e r e  over  t h e  weekend and w e ' l l  g e t  
t o  you t h e  f i r s t  t h i n g  Monday morning. We' l l  g ive  you a l i t t l e  
t ime t o  do some s e r i o u s  th ink ing  on those and s e e  i f  you can h e l p  
us ,  because any b i t  of information you can g ive  us on those  w i l l  
be of cons iderable  a s s i s t a n c e  t o  us .  

MR WALSH: I ' d  l i k e  t o  add one t h i n g  t o  t h a t  l i s t .  And t h a t  
i s ,  do you have anything you can r e c a l l  about t h i s  communication 
from General WESTMORELAND about you not  using search  and des t roy  
o r  search  and k i l l ,  and what General KOSTER s a i d  about t h a t .  
The t iming,  when it went -on, and t h e  circumstances.  

I0: Then of course,  t h a t ' s  j u s t  l i m i t e d  t h i n g s  t h a t  
you've i n d i c a t e d  you had some knowledge, o r  thought y o u  d id .  
There ' s  some o t h e r  t h i n g s  t h a t  M r .  MACCRATE t a l k e d  t o  you about 
t h i s  morning, I would c e r t a i n l y  hope t h a t  you would t h i n k  about 
t h a t .  And t h a t  inc ludes  any d i scuss ions ,  any i n t e r r e l a t i o n s h i p s  
between t h e  America1 ~ i v i s i o nwi th  the  2d ARVN ~ i v i s i o n ,Col­
one l  TOAN, and Colonel HUTTER, and a l s o  wi th  Colonel K H I E N ,  t h e  
Quang Ngai province c h i e f ,  o r  M r .  MAY, o r  Colonel G U I N N .  And 
I w i l l  s t i l l  add a t h i r d  one here ,  too. And t h a t  is anything 
t h a t  may have happened with r e spec t  t o ,  with r e l a t i o n s h i p  wi th  
Son Tinh D i s t r i c t .  The d i s t r i c t  ch ief  being Lieutenant  TAN, T­
A-N, h i s  s e n i o r  adv i so r ,  ~ a j o rGAVIN, G-A-V-I-N, o r  h i s  a s s i s t ­
a n t ,  Captain RODRIGUEZ. 

A. I missed t h e  Vietnamese l i e u t e n a n t ' s  name, sir.  
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Q TAN, T-A-N , he s t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f .  

A. Major GAVIN , Captain RODRIGUEZ-­

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  Major GAVIN, Captain RODRIGUEZ. 
Before w e  recess i n  j u s t  a moment I would l i k e  t o  again 
cau t ion  you Major BEASLEY, we've given you more information 
today. My cau t ion  is  t o  r e a f f i r n  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  you've been 
ordered n o t  t o  d i scuss  your testimony wi th  o t h e r s ,  inc luding  
anybody who has  appeared o r  may appear be fo re  t h i s  inqui ry .  
Have you appeared be fo re  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  subcommittee 
of t h e  House Armed Services  Committee? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir ,  I d i d .  

Q - A l l  r i g h t ,  f i n e .  A l l  I want t o  say t h e r e  i s  your 
testimony he re  would i n  no way prec lude  any appearances b e f o r e  
such l e g i s l a t i v e  bodies .  

A. Y e s ,  s ir ,  I understand t h a t .  

Q A l l  r i g h t ,  f i n e .  W e ' l l  r e c e s s  a t  t h i s  time. 

(The hear ing  recessed  a t  1207 hours ,  1 4  February 
1970.) 

(The hear ing  reconvened a t  1100 hours ,  16 February 
1970.) 

10: T h e  hea r ing  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR : The fol lowing named persons a r e  p resen t :  LTG PEERS, 
MR MACCRATE, MR WALSH, MAJ ZYCHOWSKI and MAJ LYNN. 

S i r ,  t h e  hear ing  r e c a l l s  Major John D .  BEASLEY. 

(MAJ BEASLEY was r e c a l l e d  a s  a wi tness ,  was reminded 
t h a t  he was s t i l l  under o a t h ,  and t e s t i f i e d  as  fol lows:)  

I0: Major BEASLEY, when we recessed  Saturday,  I ind ic ­
a t e d  t o  you t h a t  I wanted you t o  remain i n  t h e  D i s t r i c t  over  t h e  
weekend, s o  t h a t  you could have some time t o  t h i n k  about some 
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items t h a t  I have given you. And you ind ica ted  t h a t  perhaps you 
had a t  l e a s t  some f l e e t i n g  knowledge of t h e s e  p a r t i c u l a r  t h i n g s .  
The purpose.of  our  s e s s i o n  t h i s  morning i s  t o  go over  t h e s e  i t e m s ,  
s e e  i f  any of t h i s  has brought anything t o  mind. 

A. Yes, sir,  it d id .  I have s i x  o r  seven pages of 
notes  i n  response t o  t h e  ques t ions  t h a t  you asked. Then i n  
a d d i t i o n ,  I have seven paragraphs which came t o  mind a s  a re­
s u l t  of t h e  ques t ions  t h a t  you asked me. From time t o  time I 
would l i k e ,  s i r ,  when you ask a ques t ion ,  then t h a t  brought 
up another  i tem t h a t  I wanted t o  r e f e r  t o  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h a t  
ques t ion ,  t h a t  I had thought of t h a t  you d i d  no t  ask. And I ' l l  
s p e c i a l l y  no te  t h a t  when I ' m  going through t h i s .  

The f i r s t  one w a s ,  "80 i n  a d i t c h " .  And I s a i d  
  
  
i n i t i a l l y  t h e  o t h e r  day t h i s  r e l a t e s  t o  Task Force Barker n e a r  
  
  

. a  mountain. The gunships were involved,  some s o r t  of h e l i c o p t e r  
gunships were involved,  b u t  I d o n ' t  know t h e  p r e c i s e  p a r t i c i -  
pant .  Then, t h i s  i s  t h e  th ings  t h a t  I thought o f .  There was 
some heavy f i g h t i n g  by Task Force Barker nea r  a cave,  bunker o r  
some s o r t  of tunne l .  There was a use of a r e c o i l l e s s  r i f l e ,  
b u t  I ' m  no t  too  s u r e  whether it was enemy o r  f r i e n d l y  r e c o i l l e s s  
r i f l e .  Bombs, o r  mines, t h i s  came up, caused heavy US 
c a s u a l t i e s  and I t h i n k  it was a  bomb, a  dud bomb as  a mine, 
t h e r e  w e r e  cver  30 c a s u a l t i e s  i n  t h i s  f i g h t ,  i n  one U . S .  company 
o r  platoon.  Someone r a n  a  medevac a l l  n i g h t ,  most of t h e  n i g h t ,  
l a t e  a t  n igh t .  

W e  g o t  an emergency c a l l  from t h e  h o s p i t a l  f o r  
blood donors and I w a s  i n  t h e  o f f i c e ,  1 1 : O O  o r  12:OO a t  n i g h t .  
I t  was p a r t  of our  p lan  t h a t  when they needed blood they  c a l l e d  
me, and I c a l l e d  t h e  s t a f f  s e c t i o n s ,  and t h a t  s o r t  of  th ing .  
We go t  a l o t  of donors and we go t  them e s p e c i a l l y  o u t  of  t h e  
c lubs  i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n .  They had been dr inking;  t h a t  d i d n ' t  
mat te r  a t  a l l  t o  t h e  doc to r s .  They were using t h e  main, what 
doctors  r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  t h e  main l i n e  technique; plug it i n  
t o  t h e  donor and s t r a i g h t  i n  t o  t h e  r e c e i v e r .  The ch ie f  of 
s t a f f  went over  t h e r e  and t h e  guy t h a t  he mainlined t o  was a 
l i e u t e n a n t  named RONSOME and Lieutenant  RONSOME d ied  t h e  next  
day, d ied  of wounds t h e  nex t  day. T h a t ' s  what I remember about 
t h i s  f i g h t .  And I ' v e  added note  6--excuse m e ,  I ' m  no t  on n o t e  
6 y e t .  
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There i s  something e l s e  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  
ques t ion  t h a t  you asked. I remember being t o l d  something 
about an enemy f o r c e  i n  an i r r i g a t i o n  d i t c h .  There was a 
f i g h t  and t h e  f r i e n d l y  fo rces  captured the  p la toon l e a d e r ,  
one of t h e  p la toon l eader s  of t h e  enemy f o r c e s ,  and t h i s  
captured p la toon leader  said t h a t  one oE t h e  th ings  he t o l d  
h i s  t roops  was never t o  f i r e  a t  a h e l i c o p t e r .  Now, t h i s  
i r r i g a t i o n  d i t c h  was somewhere near  t h i s  mountain f i r e .  

Then I r e f e r  t o  the  no te ,  gas o r  chemicals. 
There was some use of gas o r  chemicals i n  t h i s  f i g h t .  And 
S.J .  DENMARK who was t h e  d i v i s i o n  chemical o f f i c e r ,  and 
a d d i t i o n a l l y  he would be t h e  a s s i s t a n t  G 3 ,  may know some­
t h i n g  about t h e  use of chemicals,  f r i e n d l y  o r  enemy, o r  
gas  i n  t h i s  Task Force Barker f i g h t .  

Q. With respec t  t o  t h e s e  c a s u a l t i e s ,  is  t h i s  a 
s i t u a t i o n  where Task Force Barker,  somewhere between 5 and 
1 0  March had g o t  caught i n  a minef ie ld  and I t h i n k  they  
had t o  evacuate  17 o r  18 ,  b u t  had a t o t a l  of about 25 
c a s u a l t i e s ?  

A. I c a n ' t  say t h a t  they  go t  i n t o  a mine f i e l d ,  
sir. There was something about a bomb, a mine, a dud, and 
heavy c a s u a l t i e s .  

Q. During t h i s  opera t ion  t h a t  we ' re  t a l k i n g  about 
h e r e ,  Char l i e  Compzny we know, had only one casua l ty .  That 
was a man t h a t  was s h o t  through t h e  f o o t .  Bravo Company had 
a couple of people k i l l e d  e a r l y  i n  t h e  morning and t h e r e  were 
some c a s u a l t i e s  l a t e r  on t h e  opera t ion  by Alpha Company, a s  
a r e s u l t  of s n i p e r  a t t a c k .  T h i s  d o e s n ' t  q u i t e  hold t o  the  
opera t ion  t h a t  we 're  d i scuss ing ,  o t h e r  than  t h e  r e fe rence  
t o  t h e  people i n  t h e  d i t c h .  

A .  Well, now, I do remember t h a t  you showed m e  a 
log ,  t h a t  I thought it w a s  t h r e e  c a s u a l t i e s ,  o r  t h r e e  weapons. 

Q. I t  was 2 U . S .  k i l l e d ,  and 11 wounded, and 3 wea­
pons captured.  

A .  This was a s i z a b l e  number of c a s u a l t i e s .  This 
r e l a t e s  t o  t h e  i r r i g a t i o n  d i t c h .  I remember t h a t .  And one 
o t h e r  t h i n g  I want t o  say i s ,  when they were i n t e r r o g a t i n g  
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One added t h i n g  t h a t  I wanted t o  add h e r e ,  t h i s  
i s  my n o t e  6 .  A t  one t i m e  s e v e r a l  Vietnamese o f f i c e r s ,  t h e  
prov ince  c h i e f s ,  Colonel  THO and Colonel  K H I E N  and d i v i s i o n  
commander, Colonel  TOAN, t h e y  a l l  came t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n  head­
q u a r t e r s ,  e i t h e r  t h a t  day,  o r  w i t h i n g  a couple  days of  each 
o t h e r .  One o f  them had a ceremony, and I t h i n k  t h a t  w a s  
Colonel  THO and h e  asked us t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  some s o r t  o f  
ceremony, and w e  d i d .  Everyone was unhappy; he was i r r i t a t e d ;  
t h e r e  was n o t  a stomping of  f e e t ,  b u t  t h e r e  was a problem and 
he  was i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n  headqua r t e r s  w i t h  t h e  problem. I t h i n k  
Colonel  HUTTER w a s  w i th  him. They came i n  and they  wanted t o  
t a l k  t o  t h e  g e n e r a l ,  b u t  he  w a s n ' t  t h e r e .  They wanted t o  t a l k  
t o  any general--no,  t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander, b u t  he w a s n ' t  
t h e r e .  Maybe one of  t h e  ADC' s w a s .  I n  any e v e n t  t hey  d idn  I t  

g e t  t o  t a l k  t o  t h e  CG u n t i l  l a te r  i n  t h e  a f t e rnoon  and they  
t a l k e d  t o  t h e  c h i e f  o f  s t a f f  f o r  a wh i l e .  This  was some t ime 
around noon. Then General  KOSTER came i n  and they  t a l k e d  t o  
him l a t e r  on i n  t h e  day.  

Q What t ime  p e r i o d  d i d  t h a t  happen i n ?  

A. I want t o  s ay  about  11 o ' c l o c k .  

Q. What day and what month? 

A. I c a n ' t  pick ap enythicm3 on that, s i r ,  t h e  day 
and t h e  month. 

Q. W e l l ,  i f  Colonel  HUTTER w e r e  t h e r e ,  t h a t  meant 
t h a t  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  y o u ' r e  t a l k i n g  about  i s  Colonel  TOAN then  
and n o t  Colone l  KHIEId.  

A. Y e s ,  t h a t ' s  what h i t  m e ,  b u t  I r e c a l l  bo th  of  
t h e s e  p rov ince  c h i e f s  w e r e  around t h e r e .  

Q- W e l l ,  I ' m  t a l k i n g  about  q u i t e  a d i f f e r e n t  s i t ­
ua t ion .  They a l l  came i n  a t  one t ime.  And you i n d i c a t e d  
ano the r  t i m e  when Colonel  K H I E N  came i n  w i t h  Colonel  HUTTER, 
t h a t  j u s t  wou ldn ' t  q u i t e  r i n g .  TOAN came i n ,  perhaps  w i th  
HUTTER, some t i m e  a f t e r  t h e  1st o f  A p r i l ,  because t h a t ' s  when 
Colonel  HUTTER took  over .  

A.  Well,  it very w e l l  cou ld  have been Colonel  TOAN. 
But w i t h i n  t h i s  p e r i o d  a l s o ,  bo th  of  t h e s e  prov ince  c h i e f s  were 
i n  t h e i r  headqua r t e r s .  I ' d  s a y  it w a s  no more than  3 days 
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and they both  come down, one shaking hands and doing what- 
eve r  they were doing wi th  t h e i r  ceremonies. But t h e  o t h e r  
one came i n  and he wanted t o  t a l k  t o  somebody, and he wanted 
t o . t a l k  about something. 

Q. Could t h a t  have been f a i r l y  c l o s e  a f t e r  Tet?  We 
know t h a t  Colonel K H I E N  was most unhappy dur ing  Te t  because 
he f e l t  t h a t  t h e  Americans had done a l o t  of t a l k i n g  bu t  then  
when Tet  occurred,  t h e  Americans weren ' t  t h e r e  t o  back him up. 
This  was subsequently r e c t i f i e d  and Colonel K H I E N  f e l t  much 
b e t t e r  about it. Is t h a t  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  you ' r e  t a l k i n g  about  
o r  a r e  you t a l k i n g  about  something l a t e r  on? 

A. I ' v e  g o t  another  no te  h e r e  t h a t  might de-a1 wi th  
t h i s  backing up th ing .  And I ' m  no t  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  away from 
what you asked me, and I 'm  no t  answering your ques t ion  e x a c t l y  
e i t h e r ,  because I d o n ' t  know, b u t  maybe t h i s  w i l l  he lp .  

We had some s o r t  of  a f a i r l y  massive a i d  o r  
a s s i s t a n c e  program going on a f t e r  T e t ,  and t h i s  was going 
south and it was i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of  Quang ~ g a i  somewhere. 
There was a lumber problem and t h e  G 4  had h i s  hands f u l l  
of lumber problems and a i r c r a f t  problems, CH-47's. General 
YOUNG was r e a l l y  on t o p  of t h i s ;  he knew every p i e c e  of 
lumber and a i r c r a f t  t h a t  had been i n  and o u t  of  t h e r e .  And 
t h e  G 5  got  on t h i s  t o o ,  because it had t o  do with r e a l  s h o r t  
suspenses--get t h i s  f o r  him now. Tents ,  lumber, maybe even 
money payments, money f o r  them t o  l i v e  on, s o l a t i &  I t h i n k  
you c a l l  it. 

There was a movementof a l a r g e  number of refugees 
from somewhere south  of Chu Lai ,  'and t h i s  was a f i s h i n g  v i l l a g e  
of  some s o r t ,  t o  somewhere e l s e ,  a l s o  south of Chu Lai .  Col­
one l  ANISTRANSKI w a s  i n  on t h a t .  And he alwa1.s b r i e f e d  on 
t h i s  f i s h i n g  move i n  h i s  b r i e f i n g s .  He used t h e  term " s h o r t  
range, high impact p r o j e c t " ,  and moved a bunch of  f i s h i n g  b o a t s  
by Navy. I t  d o e s n ' t  occur  t o  me t h a t  h i s  program came r i g h t  
a f t e r  Tet ,  though, sir.  I t  r e a l l y  d o e s n ' t ,  because a f t e r  T e t ,  
I th ink  Binh Son g o t  overrun a t  T e t  and boy we worked on t h a t  
one t o  g e t  t h a t  back up t o  da te .  I t h i n k  t h a t  was t h e  one w e  
d i d  -around Tet .  I ' d  say t h a t  t h i s  might be j u s t  a l i t t l e  b i t  
l a t e r  than  Tet although a t  T e t ,  t h ings  were hopping around 
t h e r e .  I j u s t  c a n ' t  t e l l  you; I d o n ' t  have a day, sir. 

Q. Wasn't t h e r e  q u i t e  a movement of people l a t e r  on, o u t  
of t h e  v i l l a g e  of An Ky and Ky Xuyen, n o t i c i n g  h e r e  on t h e  map, 
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j u s t  nor th  of P i n k v i l l e  ( r e f e r r i n g  t o  MAP-5). Up t o  t h e  
a r e a  which i s  up i n  he re ,  I b e l i e v e  it i s  l o c a t e d  r i g h t  
up i n  t h i s  a r e a ,  where they  e s t a b l i s h e d  a new v i l l a g e  and 
j u s t  moved t h e  people around, poss ib ly  up i n  t h i s  a rea .  

A. That may have been it, sir .  And I ' v e  a l s o  
g o t  a n o t e  on one of these  t h i n g s ;  one of these  p laces  g o t  
burned down; a refugee v i l l a g e  of some s o r t  was a l s o  burned. 
That may have been t h e  response,  t h e  reason f o r  t h e  f a i r l y  
massive a i d  program. 

Q - L e t ' s  move on t o  t h e  n e x t  one now; what about 
t h e  courtesy copy? 

A. I d o n ' t  come up with anything on t h a t ,  s i r ,  a t  
a l l ;  i t ' s  a s t r a n g e  term, b u t  I c a n ' t  come up with anything 
more. 

Q Was t h i s  wi th  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  formal r e p o r t ?  

A. We had p len ty  of r e p o r t s  i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n .  And 
I t h i n k  I s a w  most of them. I saw t h e  a r t i l l e r y  i n c i d e n t s ,  
h e l i c o p t e r  M-79 r e p o r t s  which I t h i n k  you s a i d ,  r ed  o r  orange, 
something l i k e  t h a t .  There w a s  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t h a t  Colonel 
HOLLADAY was i n  on, where a young g i r l  was k i l l e d  by a h e l i ­
cop te r .  Maybe mDre than  one y o ~ c gg i r l ,  There was a search 
by t h e  a v i a t i o n  s e c t i o n  t o  f i n d  o u t  who flew where, a t  a 
given time. I d o n ' t  know what t h e  r e s u l t s  were. A b a t t a l i o n  
commander g o t  i n  t r o u b l e  f o r  f i r i n g  on some t roops .  Missing 
i n  a c t i o n  cases ,  we had r e p o r t s  on those ,  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  on 
those .  

Then wi th  r e spec t  t o  Colonel BARKER, w e l l ,  he d i d  
c a l l  up t h e r e  one time and I t a l k e d  t o  him a l i t t l e  b i t  on 
some problems. H e  was i n  some t r o u b l e  wi th  some genera l  over  
some eggs,  had some t r o u b l e  resupplying him. H e  a l s o  came-­
Colonel BARKER d i d ,  something on a weapons cache, b u t  t h i s  
was i n  Duc Pho and ou t  of t h e  AO. And t h e r e  seems t o  be 
something e l s e ,  b u t  I c a n ' t  come t o  it, what it is .  I d o n ' t  
t h i n k  it had t o  do with M - 1 6 ' s ;  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  he was i n  on 
t h e  persons wrongly dec lared  dead, and we had t h a t  one 
i n  our  d i v i s i o n .  

And t h i s  l eads  me t o  t h e  o t h e r  p o i n t .  We always 
had p r e s s  around, newspaper types .  They were--well, I thought 

(BEASLEY) 75 . APP T-36 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
 




FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
 
 

t h e r e  were j u s t  t o o  damn many. I didn t have a n y t h i n g  t o  
do wi th  it, s o  I d i d n ' t  s ay .  They were always around.  ' 
They had t o  g e t  wind of  any th ing  l i k e  t h i s .  

And I ' v e  g o t  a no te  on t h e  back of  one o f  t h e s e  
pages.  There  was a U.S. s o l d i e r  who s h o t  a Vietnamese on some 
s o r t  o f  b i c y c l e  on Highway 1; a Vietnamese was r i d i n g  down t h e  
highway and t h i s  s o l d i e r  j u s t  l e aned  o u t  o f  t h e  back o f  a 
t r u c k  and s h o t  him. So I t h i n k  it happened some t ime  i n  Nov- 
ember o r  December o f  1967. This  chap was a c t u a l l y  apprehended 
by some o f f i c e r s .  The J A G  handled it. I t h i n k  i t  was Colone l  
JONES a t  t h e  t i m e .  And t o  t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge, t hey  
r e so lved  t h e  case. 

Now g e t t i n g  back t o  your  s p e c i f i c  p o i n t ,  I d o n ' t  
have anyth ing  s o l i d  on t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  I c a n ' t  t h i n k  o f  an 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  coming i n t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n  headqua r t e r s  which 
wouldn ' t  come through us ,  through myself o r  t h e  c h i e f .  I n  one 
o f  t h e s e  h e a r i n g s ,  e i t h e r  h e r e  o r  t h e  House, somebody mentioned 
about  a hand-car r ied  copy o f  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  I f  t h a t  g o t  
i n  and w a s  l e v e l s  above m e ,  I may very  w e l l  n o t  have seen  it. 
O r  i f  i t  came o u t ,  I probably  wouldn I t  have seen  i t  u n t i l  it 
came o u t  o f  t h e  h e a d q u a r t e r s  w i t h  i n s t r u c t i o n s  f o r  someone t o  
do something about  it. Then I probably would have s e e n  it. 
T h a t ' s  about  it on formal  r e p o r t s ,  sir.  

Q. I t h i n k  w e  a l s o  had t h e  f i e l d  s a f e .  
.

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  I ' v e  g o t  an added n o t e  on t h a t ,  b u t  I 
d o n ' t  f i n d  f i e l d  s a f e  on h e r e .  Okay, h e r e  it i s ,  s i r .  There  
w a s  a s p e c i a l i s t  5 named VAN something o r  o t h e r ;  I d o n ' t  re­
member h i s  l a s t  name. 

Q* VAN ABLE? 

A. VAN ABLE, t h a t ' s  it. He was t h e  s e c r e t a r y  t o  
General  RYDER f i r s t ,  t h e n  General  GALLOWAY, and l a t e r  a secre­
t a r y ,  and t h i s  w a s  a f t e r  I l e f t  t h e  d i v i s i o n ,  f o r  General  
GETTYS. But I saw him. I f  t h e r e  was a s a f e  back i n  t h a t  
headqua r t e r s  s e c t i o n ,  t h e n  h e  would have known about  it. Also 
HERRIS. I ' m  n o t  t r y i n g  t o  t e l l  you a l l  h i s  work, b u t  t h e s e  
w e r e  t h e  names t h a t  came t o  mind. S p e c i a l i s t  HERRIS, a t  t h e  
end,  I t h i n k ,  w a s  General  KOSTER' s s e c r e t a r y .  He had a f i l i n g  
c a b i n e t  o u t s i d e ,  maybe a  couple  o f  them. He and t h e  hide-de ­
camp worked o u t  o f  t h a t  f i l i n g  c a b i n e t .  So HERRIS, o r  Capta in  
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DICKENS, o r  VAN ABLE would know about t h i s  f i e l d  s a f e  i n  
~ e n e ' r a lKOSTER's o f f i c e .  I j u s t  d o n ' t  remember one being 
in there. 
 


Q A l l  r i g h t ,  l e t ' s  put  t h i s  s a f e  a s i d e  now, and 
go down t h e  rest of your no tes .  

A.  I ' v e  g o t  t h e s e  t h i n g s  t h a t  you asked i n  r e f e r ­
ence t o  t h e  helmet and s a f e  t h e  o t h e r  day, sir. There were 
t h r e e  b i g  i tems,  now t h a t  I t h i n k  of  it, i n  t h e  s a f e .  One 
w a s  a b lack  loose-leaf  f o l d e r  l i k e  t h i s  one r i g h t  over t h e r e  
i n  t h e  corner .  This was c l a s s i f i e d  s e c r e t  and it was pu t  o u t  
by MACV, what every f i e l d  grade o f f i c e r  i n  Vietnam should 
know. I had one f o r  t h e  genera l  o f f i c e r s ,  ch ie f  of s t a f f  and 
myself ,  t h a t  they were supposed t o  read.  They a l l  read it 
befo re  they  go t  t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n .  The AG had one o t h e r  f o r  
t h e  o f f i c e r s  i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n .  We had t h a t  i n  t h e r e .  We 
had an e a r l i e r  h i s t o r y  of Task Force Oregon. I s e n t  t h a t  
over  t o  t h e  h i s t o r i a n .  I t h i n k  we a l s o  kep t ,  a t  one time o r  
another ,  t h e  d i v i s i o n  pol icy  book i n  t h e  s a f e .  This was a 
t h i c k  f o l d e r ,  open from t h e  t o p ,  a u s e l e s s  t h i n g ;  I never 
d i d  use it. 

And a t  one t ime we were having an I G  and I had 
t o  s i g n  f o r  a l l  t h e  equipment i n  t h e  headquar ters  bu i ld ing .  
Captain ROBERTS was supposed t o  s i g n  f o r  m e ,  f o r  one of t h e  
helmets f o r  a genera l  o f f i c e r .  I remember t h a t  Colonel 
HOLLADAY t o l d  me one time t h a t  General KOSTER never wore a 
helmet,  j u s t  wore earphones, and t h i s  was, as Colonel 
HOLLADAY s a i d ,  a very dangerous p r a c t i c e ,  and he recommended 
t h a t  General KOSTER wear a  helmet ,  b u t  was ignored.  A s  
Captain ROBERTS had General KOSTER's helmet,  he may have a t  
one t ime had it s tuck  i n  h i s  s a f e .  I d o n ' t  remember anything 
about  it being i n ' t h e r e  o r  a s a f e  drawer be ing  closed.  

Q How about Lieutenant  GAMBLE'S helmet? Was he 
n o t  a p i l o t ?  

A. Y e s ,  he was a p i l o t .  I f o r g o t  him; yes ,  he d i d  
come i n .  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  he kept  h i s  i n  t h e  s a f e ,  
though because he came i n  and worked bes ide  me. A s  a mat ter  o f  
f a c t ,  I d o n ' t  know where he kept  h i s  p i l o t ' s  gea r ,  b u t  he 
was around t h e r e  f o r  a s h o r t  per iod .  

MR MACCRATE: What was t h i s  t h i n g  you c a l l e d  a po l i cy  book, t h i s  
use less  t h i n g  t h a t  you never used? 
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A. What w e  d i d ,  every 3 months we had a po1,icy book 
by s t a f f  s e c t i o n  and t h e  d i v i s i o n  G 1  and a l l  t h e  genera l  
and s p e c i a l  s t a f f .  And they  had seven t o  ten-page summaries 
s t a t i n g  who was i n  t h e  s e c t i o n ,  how t h e  s e c t i o n  was organized,  
t h e  p r i n c i p a l  func t ions  of a s e c t i o n ,  a c t i v i t i e s  t h a t  t h e  
s e c t i o n  monitored, p o t e n t i a l  problems t h a t  can be i d e n t i f i e d  
f o r  t h e  nex t  3 months, and it was a t h i c k  one; it was 3 o r  
4 inches t h i c k .  Every 3 months I would hand it back t o  t h e  
s t a f f  s e c t i o n s  and have them update it, and they  would send 
it back and I would p u t  it back t o g e t h e r  again and I kep t  it 
b u t  t o  t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge no one ever  used it. I'm 
s u r e  no one ever  looked a t  it. There is  a term f o r  t h a t  and 
I c a n ' t  remember what it was. I th ink  I r e f e r r e d  t o  it a s  a 
po l i cy  book, had t h e  d i v i s i o n  SOP i n  it, t h a t  s o r t  of th ing .  

Then I ' v e  go t  a couple of o t h e r  i t e m s .  sir,  
And now I g e t  i n t o  where I s t a r t  adding what e l s e  came up. I 
t h i n k  you asked, s i r ,  b e f o r e  I l e f t  he re  Saturday,  you asked 
what a r e  t h e  circumstances surrounding General WESTMORELAND'S 
guidance. Now he came t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n  on a r e g u l a r  update 
v i s i t ,  and had t h e  usual  conference wi th  t h e  CG i n  p r i v a t e  
and t h a t  s o r t  of th ing .  And then  we went over  and gave him 
our  d i v i s i o n  b r i e f i n g ,  2 ,  3 ,  and 5 update. And a f t e r  t h e  
b r i e f i n g  he gave some guidance a s  t o  what he thought  should 
b e  going on, o r  what w a s  going on i n  Vietnam. And he s a i d ,  
"Don't use search  and k i l l ,  d o n ' t  use search and des t roy .  
This i s  causing f o r  t h e  p r e s s  types--the press  a r e  w r i t i n g  
poor r e p o r t s  about U . S .  ope ra t ions ,  using t h e s e  terms. And 
t h e s e  terms d o n ' t  f i t  i n  wi th  t h e  win-the-hearts-and-minds­
of-the-people i d e a s  t h a t  we had so o f t e n  d iscussed  i n  Vietnam. 
And when we use t h e  term, 'We're on a search  and k i l l  oper- 
a t i o n , '  it j u s t  looks bad f o r  t h e  opera t ion .  The word ' k i l l '  
apparent ly implied some bad th ings  t h a t  we d i d n ' t  want t o  
g e t  ac ross ,  t h a t  we d i d n ' t  wish t o  have appl ied ."  

And a f t e r  t h i s  meeting, General KOSTER asked t h e  
chief  t o  have a paper prepared summarizing General WESTMORE- 
LAND'S guidance. '  I wrote t h e  paper;  it was a one page paper 
t o  a l l  commanders. The f i r s t  paragraph I summarized General 
KOSTER's  guidance and s t a t e d  t h e  reason--the p ress  were t a k i n g  
us t o  t a s k .  I n  subsequent paragraphs,  I s a i d  t h a t  we should 
use next ,  recon, enforced sea rch ,  search  and c l e a r ,  search  and 
hold ,  o f fense  opera t ions .  The paper went ou t  i n i t i a l l y  without  
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any c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  on it a t  a l l .  We had t o  g e t  it 
back and des t roy  those  o l d  copies  and p u t ,  "For o f f i c i a l  
use only" a t  t h e  top.  This  problem was mine, because I 
w a s  t o l d  t o  p u t ,  "For o f f i c i a l  use only" on it and d i d n ' t  
do it and had t o  g e t  them a l l  back. 

MR WALSH: What d a t e  w a s  t h i s ?  ' 

A.  It had t o  be dur ing  Te t .  I th ink  General  
ABRAMS took over  i n  A p r i l  o r  May 1968 s o  it was probably 
e i t h e r  i n  February,  o r  March, o r  Apr i l .  

Q You c a n ' t  f i x  it any c l o s e r  than  t h a t ?  

A .  I f  I had something t o  r e l a t e  it t o ,  I r e a l l y  
c a n ' t  r i g h t  o f f  hand, sir; I c a n ' t  t h i n k  of a d a t e  on t h e  
paper. 

Q Do you remember if your paper d e a l t  with any 
changes i n  any d i r e c t i v e s ,  o r  any w r i t t e n  MACV p u b l i c a t i o n s  
wi th  r e s p e c t  t o  search  and des t roy ,  search  and k i l l  oper ­
a t i o n s ?  

A.  I d i d n ' t  r e f e r  t o  those ,  no, sir. 

Q Do you know i f  t h e r e  were ever  then  any sub­
sequent  communications rece ived  wi th  r e fe rence  t o  search  
and des t roy  opera t ions?  

A. Yes, we rece ived  some a d d i t i o n a l  guidance on 
t h a t ,  through messages. They were probably from MACV o r  
USARV. This  g o t  t o  be a p r e t t y  b i g  t h i n g  about t h a t  t i m e ,  
some t i m e  i n  t h e  sp r ing ;  I t h i n k  t h i s  was p r e t t y  important  
t h a t  we s t o p  saying t h i s  k i l l ,  k i l l ,  k i l l ,  des t roy ,  des t roy ,  
des t roy ,  and working wi th  t h e  people. We're conducting 
a l l  kinds of opera t ions .  

Q. L e t  me ask you, was t h e r e  anything more t o  t h i s  
than  simply t h e  p u b l i c  r e l a t i o n s  a spec t  of i t ?  Was t h e r e  
anything s a i d ,  e i t h e r  by General WESTMORELAND then o r  subse ­
quent ly  wi th  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  conduct of search  and des t roy  
opera t ions ,  search  and k i l l  ope ra t ions ,  and does t h a t  mean, 
n o t  t h e  type  of opera t ion ,  b u t  t h e  type  of a c t i v i t y  t h a t  was 
c o n s i s t e n t  wi th  po l i cy?  

A .  Y e s .  
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A. I have nothing else, sir. 

Q I would like to remind you that you have been 
 

directed not to discuss your testimony here with others, in­
 

cluding other individuals who may have appeared or may 
 

possibly appear in the future before us. Of course, you 
 

have been called before the investigation subcommittee. If 
 

you are recalled by that body or any other comparable body, 
 

you testimony here will in no way prevent you from appearing. 
 

This hearing will recess at this time. 
 


The hearing recessed at 1145 hours, 16 February 
1970.) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: BENN, Clark  H.  LTC 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 30 January  1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: TOC O f f i c e r ,  A s s i s t a n t  G3, 
A m e r i c a l  D iv i s ion .  

The w i t n e s s  w a s  t h e  PSYOPS o f f i c e r  w i t h  t h e  198th 
I n f a n t r y  Brigade from September 1967 u n t i l  28 January  1968, 
when he  was a s s i g n e d  t o  t h e  Americal D iv i s ion  G3 o f f i c e  
where he  completed h i s  t o u r  (pgs .  2 ,  3 ) .  H e  d i s c u s s e d  
Opera t ion  Muscatine and t h e  format ion  o f  Task Force  Barker  
(pgs .  3 ,  4 ) .  H e  vaguely  r e c a l l e d  t h e  16 March o p e r a t i o n ,  
and s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade c a l l e d  back i n  t h e  evening 
w i t h  numerous c o r r e c t i o n s  f o r  t h e  j o u r n a l  e n t r i e s  (pgs .  4 ,  
5 )  . The w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  a t t e n d  t h e  evening  b r i e f i n g s  (pg. 6), 
and d i d  n o t  recal l  any d i s c u s s i o n  o f  t h e  w e a p o n s ' r a t i o  
d i s p a r i t y  (pg.  7 ) .  H e  never  hea rd  of  an a v i a t o r ' s  r e p o r t  
of t h e  k i l l i n g  o f  c i v i l i a n s ,  o f  an a i r  t o  ground element 
c o n f r o n t a t i o n ,  o r  of a r e p o r t  from Chaplain  LEWIS (pgs .  9 ,  
1 0 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  recal l  s e e i n g  t h e  VC propaganda i n c l o s e d  i n  
HENDERSON'S r e p o r t  (pg. l o ) ,  n o r  d i d  he  see any r e p o r t  on 
t h e  i n c i d e n t  (pg.  11). H e  d i d  h e a r  a rumor i n  t h e  head- 
q u a r t e r s  o f  an  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i n t o  a  r ape  a t  t h e  198th 
Brigade (pg.  1 2 ) .  
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EXHIBITS 

EXHIBIT 
NUMBER DESCRIPTION NOTES PAGES 

11th  Brigade Tactical  ' w i t  d i d  n o t  t h i n k  
M-56 SOP 	 it was - the  d i v i s i o n  7 

po l i cy  f o r  body 
count.  

Rmerical Divis ion log  W i t  d i d  n o t  recal l  
-M-60 (16 Mar) 	 6 9  being k i l l e d  4 ~ 5  

by a r t i l l e r y  t i r e .  

-

-

1 
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(The hea r ing  reconvened a t  0 9 4 2  hours ,  30 January 
1970.) 
 
 

10: The hea r ing  w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  

RCDR: The fo l lowing  persons are p resen t :  LTG PEERS, 
COL ARMSTRONG, and MAJ LYNN. 

S i r ,  t h e  nex t  w i tness  is  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Clark H.  BENN. 

(LTC BENN was c a l l e d  a s  a w i t n e s s ,  was sworn, 
and t e s t i f i e d  a s  fol lows :) 

Colonel BENN, f o r  t h e  r eco rd ,  w i l l  you p l e a s e  
s ta te  your f u l l  name, grade,  S o c i a l  S e c u r i t y  number, organi ­
z a t i o n ,  and s t a t i o n ?  

A. My name i s  L ieu tenan t  Colonel Clark Hamilton 
BENN, my S o c i a l  S e c u r i t y  number i s  Headquarters,  
249th Engineer B a t t a l i o n ,  APO 09360, Germany. 

RCDR : Thank you. 
 
 

I0: Where i s  APO 09360 o r  whatever it i s ,  Germany? 
 
 

A. Kar l s ruhe ,  s i r .  

Q - Karlsruhe.  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q - A l l  r i g h t .  Colonel BENN, have you had an oppor­
t u n i t y  t o  r ead  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. I d id .  

Q - Do you unders tand them o r  have any ques t ions?  

A. NO,  sir. I understand.  

Q - Besides  m e  h e r e ,  I have Colonel ARMSTRONG a t  t h e  
p r e s e n t  moment, and it i s  a l s o  very p o s s i b l e  t h a t  M r .  MACCRATE, 
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a c i v i l i a n  lawyer, may appear while you ' re  here .  M r .  MACCRATE 
has volunteered h i s  s e r v i c e s  t o  t h e  Secre tary  of t h e  Army t o  
a s s i s t  i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and serve  as  l e g a l  counsel t o  m e .  
E i t h e r  M r .  MACCRATE, i f  he comes i n ,  o r  Colonel ARMSTRONG, i n  
add i t ion  t o  myself ,  may address  ques t ions  t o  you t h i s  morning. 
W e  a l s o  have o t h e r  teams t h a t  a r e  t ak ing  testimony from o t h e r  
wi tnesses .  It w i l l  be my job, however, t o  p u l l  t o g e t h e r  t h e  
r e p o r t ,  t o  weigh t h e  evidence,  and t o  determine t h e  f ind ings  
and t h e  recommendations. Do you have any a d d i t i o n a l  ques t ions  
a t  t h i s  time? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. Colonel BENN,  would you i n d i c a t e  your duty assign ­
ment wi th in  t h e  America1 Divis ion ,  when you joined t h e  d i v i s i o n ,  
your assignment wi th in  t h e  d i v i s i o n ,  any reassignments you may 
have had, and then ,  of course,  your te rminat ion  of s e r v i c e  wi th  
t h e  d i v i s i o n ?  

A. I remember, s i r ,  I repor ted  t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n  on 2 8  
January 1968, and I was assigned as  t h e  a s s i s t a n t  G3, TOC o f ­
f i c e r .  I remained t h e r e  i n  t h a t  p o s i t i o n  u n t i l  I l e f t ,  which 
I be l i eve  was e i t h e r  on 3 o r  4 September 1968. 

Q. Did you remain with t h e  d i v i s i o n ,  o r  d i d  you t a k e  
a new assignment? 

A.  I re tu rned  t o  t h e  United S t a t e s  a t  t h a t  t ime. 

Q. You came i n  January and l e f t  i n  September? 

A. I came i n  country i n  Vietnam, s i r ,  t o  t h e  198th 
I n f a n t r y  Brigade, and t h a t  was i n  September. 

Q P a r t  of Task Force Oregon, then? 

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q. Yes. 

A. Then I remained with t h e  198th I n f a n t r y  Brigade 
u n t i l  I joined America1 Divis ion o f f i c i a l l y ,  which was on 28  
January 1968. 
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What was your  p o s i t i o n  w i t h i n  t h e  198th?  

A. On paper ,  s i r ,  I was t h e  PSYOP o f f i c e r .  I n  ac tu ­
a l i t y ,  I was an a s s i s t a n t  G 3 .  A c t u a l l y ,  I r a n  t h e  TOC i n  t h e  
198 th  I n f a n t r y  Brigade.  

Q. Since  t h i s  m a t t e r  of  t h e  My L a i  i n c i d e n t  became a 
m a t t e r  of p u b l i c  knowledge, about  4 o r  5 months ago i n  Septem­
b e r  o r  October 1969, have you had any conve r sa t ions  w i t h  any­
body connected wi th  t h e  Americal D i v i s i o n ,  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  i n c i ­
d e n t ,  e i t h e r  t h e  i n c i d e n t  i t s e l f ,  t h e  r e p o r t i n g  of  t h e  i n c i d e n t ,  
o r  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  t h e  i n c i d e n t ?  

A. No, sir.  Except y e s t e r d a y  when I r e p o r t e d  i n  I 
t a l k e d  t o  Capta in  ARMOUR, b u t  w e  j u s t  s a i d  t h a t  we w e r e  t h e r e  
i n  t h e  Americal ~ i v i s i o na t  t h e  same t i m e .  

Q N o  s u b s t a n t i v e  d i s c u s s i o n  then?  

A. NO,  sir. 

Q. W e l l ,  now, what I ' m  going t o  do t h i s  morning i s  
t a k e  you back about 2 2  months, back i n t o  March and A p r i l  and 
May 1968. I r ecogn ize  t h a t  memory is a s o r t  of  a f l e e t i n g  
t h i n g ,  b u t  I do want t o  go ove r  t h i s  t h i n g .  A t  t i m e s  I ' l l  
t r y  t o  r e f r e s h  your memory w i t h  c e r t a i n  i n fo rma t ion ,  because 
-de'd l i k e  yGu 

L o  
"- -"I- '-----"- a s  a F ~ C ~ U T E'A 
U =  aurc L o  ~ L G ~ L C  S C C Z T Z ~ ~  a~ 

w e  can of what a c t u a l l y  w a s  yoing on w i t h i n  t h e  TOC and with ­
i n  t h e  G 3  s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  Americal D iv i s ion  a t  t h a t  t ime.  
Now w i l l  you i n d i c a t e  when you f i r s t  became aware of Task 
Force  Barker?  Were you aware t h a t  t h e r e  was such an organ ­
i z a t i o n ?  

A .  Y e s ,  sir.  I was. L e t  m e  s t o p  and t h i n k  a minute,  
sir. 

Q. D o  you remember what caused t h e  c r e a t i o n  of  Task 
Force  Barker?  Do you remember who had been - i n  t h a t  a r e a  b e f o r e ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  The 198th  had been i n  t h a t  area b e f o r e ,  
and t h e  3d Brigade,  4 th  D iv i s ion  had a l s o  been i n  t h e  area be ­
f o r e .  

&. Y e s .  Who e l s e ?  Besides  U.S. f o r c e s .  
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A .  Yes, s ir .  The whole opera t ion  was Operation 
~ u s c a t i n e ,which was an opera t ion  t o  r ep lace  t h e  Korean u n i t  
t h a t  was t h e r e .  They were moving t o  t h e  n o r t h ,  and Arnerical 
Divis ion had t o  f i n d  a u n i t  t o  p u t  i n  t h e r e  t h a t  was b a s i c a l l y  
a b a t t a l i o n - s i z e  u n i t .  Therefore we had t o  form Task Force 
Barker. But I d o n ' t  remember exac t ly  when it was formed. 
f o r g e t  t h e  .date,  sir.  

Q It was i n  t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  of January.  You a r e  
f a m i l i a r  wi th  t h i s  opera t ion  i n  t h e r e ,  running t h e  TOC, t h a t  
was conducted i n  t h e  Batangan Peninsula? Also, i n  e a r l y  Feb­
ruary t h e r e  was an opera t ion  ou t  i n t o  t h i s  a r e a  t h a t  we 're  
looking a t  on t h i s  blowup here  t o  your r e a r .  

A. Yes ,,sir .  

Q. Which people commonly r e f e r  t o  a s  P i n k v i l l e .  The 
U . S .  maps r e f e r  t o  it a s  My Lai .  Actual ly  i t ' s  Son My Vi l l age  
i n  t h e  e a s t e r n  p a r t  of Son Tinh D i s t r i c t .  They a l s o  conducted 
another  opera t ion  genera l ly  a g a i n s t  t h e  a r e a  of what we now 
r e f e r  t o  a s  My Lai ( 4 )  on about 2 3  February, i n  which one com­
pany got  pinned down, and f i n a l l y  they  had t o  deploy q u i t e  a 
b i t  of t h e i r  mech, t h e i r  A P C ' s ,  and so f o r t h ,  i n  o r d e r  t o  g e t  
t h i s  company ou t .  Q u i t e  a success fu l  ope ra t ion ,  a body count 
i n  t h e  upper 7 0 1 s ,  77, 78, 79. Now, I ' d  l i k e  t o  come down t o  
t h e  opera t ion  on t h e  16th .  Do you r e c a l l  t h a t  opera t ion?  

A. Vaguely, s i r ,  

Q. Yes. 

A .  I r e c a l l  it more now a f t e r  reading  t h e  log  p r i o r  
t o  t e s t i f y i n g  here .  I do r e c a l l  t h e  b a s i c  opera t ion .  It was 
an opera t ion  where, a s  we d i d  d a i l y  i n  t h e  ~ r n e r i c a l~ i v i s i o n ,  
we combat a s s a u l t e d  an element i n t o  t h e  genera l  a r e a  of a 
t rouble-spot--Pinkvi l le  and t h e  v i l l a g e s  around t h e r e  had 
been a  cont inual  t r o u b l e  spot--to s e e  what we could f i n d .  I n  
add i t ion ,  a s  I remember, t o  t a k e  o u t  people and poss ib ly  re ­
l o c a t e  them i n t o  o t h e r  a reas .  

Q e  Well, t h i s  w a s  p a r t  of some opera t ion .  It was 
n o t  p a r t  of t h i s  one, although I th ink  your r e c o l l e c t i o n  is  
f a i r l y  accura te  i n  t h e  sense  t h a t  t h e r e  were o t h e r  opera t ions  
i n  here  t o  move l a r g e  groups of people. I have here  ~ x h i b i t  
M-60, t h e  log  of  t h e  Arnerical ~ i v i s i o nf o r  t h e  1 6 t h ,  which 
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you have p r e v i o u s l y  seen .  The i t ems  t h a t  I would a sk  you about  
a r e  o f  cou r se  t h e  f i r s t  i t ems  t h a t  are shown h e r e ,  which a r e  
s o r t  of  checked, from 5 t o  10. Th i s  j u s t  i n d i c a t e s  t h e  t i m e  o f  
t h e  l and ing  and a bu i ldup .  But s k i p p i n g  down t o  t h e  t h i r d  page,  
i t e m  28s do you recall  t h a t  i t e m  coming i n ?  

A. S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  h e a r i n g  it e i t h e r  ove r  t h e  r a d i o  o r  
t h e  t e l ephcne?  

Q W e l l ,  no. I ' m  t a l k i n g  about  t h i s  i t e m  where w e  
have 69 k i l l e d  by a r t i l l e r y  f i r e ,  whether o r  n o t  whether you 
recall  t h i s  f i g u r e ,  whether t h e r e  w a s  any d i s c u s s i o n  concern ­
i n g  t h i s  a t  t h e  . t i m e  o r  a t  a later d a t e .  

A.  Not s p e c i f i c a l l y  t h i s  f i g u r e .  I do have a vague 
r e c o l l e c t i o n .  Whether it w a s  t h i s  a c t u a l  i n c i d e n t  o r  no t  I a m  
unable  t o  say .  W e  had a l i t t l e  t r o u b l e .  I can s e e  by look ing  
a t  t h e  l o g ,  a s  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  changes t h a t  were made, "Delete"  
e t  c e t e r a  i n  t h e  back h e r e ,  t h a t  t h e  r e p o r t i n g  du r ing  t h a t  morn­
i n g  must have b.3en confused e i t h e r  a t  t h e  1 1 t h  I n f a n t r y  Brigade 
o r  perhaps  a t  ou r  TOC,  a l though  I , d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t .  Of cou r se ,  
t h i s  was a b a t t l e  t h a t  w a s  going a t  t h e  t i m e .  There  were many 
r e p o r t s .  A s  a r e s u l t - o f  t h i s ,  I ' m  s u r e ,  I ' m  p r e t t y  c e r t a i n  t h a t  
t h i s  i s  t h e  one,  t h e  l l t h  Brigade c a l l e d  back i n  t h e  evening 
making a l o t  of  c o r r e c t i o n s  t o  t h e  j o u r n a l  e n t r i e s .  Now, I d o n ' t  
know whether  t hey  c a l l e d  back s p e c i f i c a l l y  on t h i s  one o r  n o t .  
But t o  answer your q u e s t i o n  a g a i n ,  s i r ,  I do n o t  f r a n k l y  remember 
any q u e s t i o n  on t h e s e  69 VC K I A .  

Q Y e s .  Well ,  you s e e  your  t i m e  o f  e n t r y  i s  0940, y e t  
t h e  r e p o r t  a c t u a l l y  shows up i n  t h e  l o g  of Task Force  Barker a s  
0830, and it s a y s  69 VC k i l l e d .  We f i n a l l y  p i c k  it up i n  t h e  
l o g  of  t h e  l l t h  Brigade a t  0930, and i t ' s  69 k i l l e d  by a r t i l l e r y .  
And t h i s  i s  one o f  t h e  reasons  why I ' m  a s k i n g  t h e  ques t ion .  But 
i t ' s  69 k i l l e d  by a r t i l l e r y .  I wonder i f  anybody e v e r  asked t h e  
q u e s t i o n  of  how b i g  t h e  p r e p  w a s  o r  where d i d  t h e y  k i l l  them and 
SO on. 

A. W e  d i d  ask t h o s e  q u e s t i o n s .  Whether w e  d i d  on t h i s  
one,  f r a n k l y ,  s i r ,  I d o n ' t  remember. 

Q. W e l l ,  knowing what I know about  i t ,  t h e r e  a r e  many 
h a r d  q u e s t i o n s  t h a t  cou ld  b e  asked about  such a r e p o r t .  T h i s  
w a s  a comparat ively  s m a l l  a r t i l l e r y  p rep ,  and t o  k i l l  69 i n  t h i s  
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k ind of a  prep where people a r e  supposed t o  be i n  bunkers and 
s o  on, would be most unusual. Well, going t o  t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  
of t h e  r e p o r t ,  i t em'94 ,  t h a t ' s  on page 9 .  You ' l l  n o t i c e  down 
on t h e  f i f t h  l i n e  it s t a r t s  on Operation Muscatine. 

A. Yes, sir .  

Q- Were you f a m i l i a r  with t h i s ?  

A. The o p e r a t i o n a l  summary? 

Q. Yes. 

A. Well, yes ,  sir.  We prepared t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  sum­
mary each evening. Usually the  o f f i c e r  t h a t  was on duty i n  
t h e  TOC, a f t e r  going back and r e c a p i t u l a t i n g  with each of t h e  
u n i t s  t o  make s u r e  t h a t  t h e  f i g u r e s  t h a t  were given w e r e  cor ­
r e c t ,  would make t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  summary t h a t  we turned  i n ,  
and then  put  here .  

Q • Now, d i d  you make it a  p r a c t i c e  t o  a t t e n d  t h e  
evening b r i e f i n g s ?  

A. No, s i r .  I d i d  n o t  a t t e n d  t h e  evening b r i e f i n g s .  

-1.
Q. Well, you may have heard something from it. You -, 
w i l l  n o t i c e  here  t h a t  t h e  r e s u l t s  which a r e  i n d i c a t e d  a r e  128 CL 
VC K I A ,  3 i n d i v i d u a l  weapons captured,  2 U . S . K I A ,  and then  L?. 
t h e r e ' s  a  t o t a l  of li U - 5 .  KIA.  D o  you remember any d iscus-  
s i o n  a t  a l l  i n  t h e  TOC t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  General KOSTER o r  
General YOUNG had asked where were a l l  t h e  weapons? v-4 

A. Well, s i r ,  as  I remember, they  asked t h i s  q u i t e  
f requent ly ,  a s  d i d  many r e p o r t e r s  t h a t  came around. I f r a n k l y  
c a n ' t  remember that on t h i s  d a t e  t h a t  they  s p e c i f i c a l l y  asked. 
No, sir. I c a n ' t  answer you. I d o n ' t  know. 

Q. You d o n ' t  know of any p a r t i c u l a r  d i scuss ion  con­
cerning t h i s  d i s p a r i t y  i n  t h i s  case  of 3 weapons and 128 K I A ,  
q u i t e  a r a t i o ?  

A .  T h a t ' s  c o r r e c t .  Yes, sir.  It may have, s i r ,  b u t  A 
 
 

f r ank ly ,  I d o n ' t  remember, because it d id  come up q u i t e  fre­
quent ly i n  both t h e  b r i e f i n g s  by General KOSTER and by t h e  A D C ' s  
as  they  went around, and a l s o  by t h e  r e p o r t e r s  t h a t  came i n t o  
the America1 Divis ion.  We had many body counts where t h e  
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weapons count  was very low. They were u s u a l l y  always ques ­
t i o n e d  by t h e  A D C s s  and t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander. A s  f a r  a s  I 
know, t h e r e  was always a f a i r l y  l o g i c a l  exp lana t ion .  

Q Did anybody i n  t h o s e  i n s t a n c e s  go o u t  m d  s a y ,  a 

"Where a r e  t h e  bodies?"  

A. S i r ,  I d i d n ' t  unders tand  you. 

Q. "Where a r e  t h e  bod ie s?"  You know. I 've  heard  a 
l o t  of  t h e s e  r e p o r t s ,  t o o ,  and I always made it a p r a c t i c e ,  
depending on t h e  s i z e  of t h e  u n i t ,  a PF p l a toon ,  i f  it k i l l e d  
o v e r  1 0 ,  I ' d  go o u t  and t a k e  a look a t  them. I n  ou r  companies, 
t h e y  k i l l e d  anywhere between 1 5  and 25, I ' d  go o u t  and t a k e  a 
look a t  them. Now i f  a U.S. company claimed t h e y  k i l l e d  50,  
anywhere between 25  and 5 0 ,  I ' d  be  o u t  looking  a t  them, t o o ,  
even when I was t h e  I F i e l d  Force  commander, and c e r t a i n l y  
even t i g h t e r  t han  t h a t  w i t h i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n .  So I j u s t  wonder 
i f  anybody would go o u t  and r e a l l y  t a k e  a look a t  it on t h e  
ground, s e e  what t h o s e  bodies  looked l i k e ,  whether  t h e  bod ie s  
w e r e  t h e r e  o r  n o t .  

A .  Usua l ly ,  s i r ,  I d o n ' t  know whether  t h i s  was t h e  
case h e r e ,  b u t  u s u a l l y  General  KOSTER o r  one of t h e  A D C ' s  
would always f l y  i n t o  t h e  a r e a  when t h e r e  w a s  a b i g  count  going 
on ,  a lmos t  always. I would say  tha t - ­

Q - ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  W e l l ,  d i d  t h e y  f l y  i n  t h e  a i r ?  You 
c a n ' t  very  w e l l  count  from t h e  a i r .  You g e t  down on t h e  ground 
and make an eyeba l l - t o -eyeba l l  count .  Remember t h a t  e v e r  hav ing  
been d i s c u s s e d ,  g e t t i n g  down t o  a r e a l  hard body count?  

A .  It  was t h e  p o l i c y  o f  t h e  d i v i s i o n  t h a t  you must see 
t h e  body b e f o r e  you r e p o r t  it. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. W e l l ,  l e t  m e  have t h e  SOP of  t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade.  I 
r e f e r  you h e r e  t o  an E x h i b i t  M-56, which h a s  been e n t e r e d  i n t o  
t h e  r e c o r d ,  which i s  t h e  SOP o f  t h e  l l t h  Brigade.  I would ask  
you t o  r ead  paragraph 4 ,  which shows up on page 3 8 .  Is t h a t  
the procedure ,  g e n e r a l l y ,  t h a t  was fol lowed w i t h i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n ?  

A.  No, sir.  

Q That  s e e m s  t o  me t o  be  a p r e t t y  l o o s e  d e f i n i t i o n .  

A.  Y e s ,  sir.  
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Q e  	  T h i s  j u s t  s a y s  e s t i m a t e  o r  "guess t imate"  t o  m e .  

A. The p o l i c y ,  as we used it a t  d i v i s i o n  a s  e x p l a i n e d  
t o  m e  by t h e  G3, t h e  body count  must by v e r i f i e d  by an i n d i v i d u a l .  
An i n d i v i d u a l  a lone  was n o t  s u f f i c i e n t  t o  j u s t i f y  body count .  A s  
f a r  a s  I knew, t h i s  was t h e  p o l i c y  of  t h e  d i v i s i o n .  I c a n ' t  s a y  
myself whether it was i n  w r i t i n g  o r  n o t ,  b u t  it w a s ,  I t h i n k ,  
common knowledge, a t  l e a s t  i n  t h e  A m e r i c a 1  TOC. I t h i n k  it w a s .  
T h i s  second paragraph h e r e  i s  i n c o r r e c t ,  because ~ m e r i c a lDivi ­
s i o n  d i d  n o t  use t h i s  "probably k i l l s . "  W e  r e p o r t e d  o n l y  t h e  
number of confirmed body count .  

Q. A l l  r i g h t .  From looking  a t  t h i s  l o g  of  t h i s  d a t e ,  
can you i n d i c a t e  t h e  t i m e s  t h a t  you were on du ty  w i t h i n  t h e  TOC 
and which p a r t  of t h i s  l o g  you supe rv i sed?  

A. Normally it should  be  t h e  p a r t  o f  t h e  l o g  t h a t  I 
have i n i t i a l l e d  h e r e  on t h e  r igh t -hand  s i d e .  

Q. 	 Y e s .  

A. 	  	 T h i s  would i n d i c a t e  t h a t  I w a s  i n  t h e  TOC a t  l eas t  
'ti1 1456. c!3cl 
 


LA,, 

Q 	 	 Is t h i s  your  i n i t i a l  h e r e ?  

A. Yes, sir. My normal p r a c t i c e  was t h a t  I would 
come i n  e a r i y  i n  t h e  morning, somewhere about 0600, and usu-

T­

a l l y  s t a y  'ti1 about  2200 ox 2300 a t  n i g h t .  But t h i s  would 
i n d i c a t e  t h a t  I perhaps  w a s n ' t  t h e r e  i n  t h e  a f t e r n o o n ,  b u t  1 
b e l i e v e  I w a s .  The i n i t i a l  ove r  h e r e  would have been t h e  TOC 
o f f i c e r  t h a t  w a s  t h e r e .  I might have been p r e s e n t  i n  t h e  TOC, 
b11.t h e  w a s  a l s o  t h e r e ,  t o o .  

0. Yes. Do you r e c a l l  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  whose s i g n a t u r e  
t h i s  i s  on t h e  subscore?  Like you say ,  you w e r e  t h e r e  th rough  
i t em 53. Who p icked  it up on 5 4 ?  I would t h i n k  h i s  l a s t  name 
began wi th  a "B. " 

A. Began wi th  a "B." These was a L ieu tenan t  BARKS­
DALE, b u t  I'm n o t  s u r e  whether  h e  w a s  t h e r e  a t  t h a t  t ime o r  n o t .  

Q 	 You d o n ' t  r ecogn ize  t h e  i n i t i a l s  on h e r e ,  t h e n ?  
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A. No, s ir .  

Q A 1 1  r i g h t .  Now then ,  i n  your capaci ty  a s  t h e  TOC 
o f f i c e r ,  you supervised both t h e  day and t h e  n i g h t  s h i f t ,  I t ake  
it. General ly ,  around t h e  TOC t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  s i d e  and t h e  
opera t ions  s i d e  a s  we l l .  Pr imar i ly  coordina te  and i n t e g r a t e  t h e  
whole th ing .  Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A .  1 would say p a r t l y ,  s ir .  My b a s i c  job was t o  coor ­
d i n a t e  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  of t h e  TOC, and t o  provide information t o  
t h e  commanding genera l  a t  h i s  b r i e f i n g s ,  more of a coordina tor  
and information f u r n i s h e r  than  dec i s ion  maker. 

Q O  
  
 Yes, I understand t h a t .  Although, a t  t imes,  would 
it be necessary t o  c a l l  back t o  t h e  u n i t s  t h a t  suppl ied  t h e  in ­
formation t o  i n s u r e  t h a t  t h e  information was accura te  and proper  
and so  on? Get po in t s  c l a r i f i e d ?  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Now, i n  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  capzc i ty ,  you had a g r e a t  
d e a l  of knowledge of what was going on wi th in  t h a t  d i v i s i o n ,  
perhaps bes ide  from people t h a t  were a c t u a l l y  g e t t i n g  on t h e  
ground, as f a r  a s  t h e  people i n  t h e  headquar ters  i t s e l f ,  prob­
ably a s  much a s  anybody i n  t h e  headquar ters .  Did you ever  hea r  
during t h i s  opera t ion  o r  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h e  opera t ion  of an av i ­
a t o r  r e p o r t i n g  t h a t  he had observed whst n i g h t  be termed t h e  
unnecessary k i l l i n g  of women and c h i l d r e n  o r  noncombatants i n  
t h i s  a rea?  

A .  No, sir.  

Q Did you hear  anything about a p o s s i b l e  confronta ­
t i o n  o r  disagreement,  which would be a mild way t o  put  it, an 
argument, I t h i n k ,  a confronta t ion  i s  t h e  b e s t  term, between an 
a i r  element and one of t h e  ground elements? 

A .  On t h i s  d a t e ,  s i r ?  

Q On t h a t  da te .  

A. No, sir.  

Q- Did you ever  hear  of a chapla in  who had t a l k e d  t o  
the d i v i s i o n  chapla in ,  whom I would be s u r e  you know. Do you 
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remember who the  d i v i s i o n  chapla in  was a t  t h a t  t ime? Colonel 
LEWIS, does t h a t  r i n g  a  b e l l ?  

A. Vaguely, yes ,  sir.  

Q- Do you remember Colonel LEWIS o r  any of t h e  o t h e r  
chapla ins  t a l k i n g  t o  you o r  t a l k i n g  t o  anybody e l s e  concerning 
some women and c h i l d r e n  which were k i l l e d  i n  t h i s  a r e a  about 
t h e  middle of March? 

A. No, sir.  To t h e  b e s t  of my r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  no. 

Q. I have here  an e x h i b i t  e n t i t l e d  R-1 ,  and I ' d  l i k e  
t o  r e f e r  t o  you an inc losure  t o  it, which i s  a  p i e c e  o f  VC prop­
aganda, two pages. I would ask you t o  review those  two pages t o  
s e e  i f  you've eve r  seen t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  p iece  of propaganda o r  
anything l i k e  i t ?  This  was repor ted  t o  have come o u t  i n  broad- 
c a s t  form from t h e  Vie t  Cong and taken down and t r a n s c r i b e d  and 
then  t r a n s l a t e d  i n t o  Engl ish ,  which you have he re .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  
you have t o  read too  c a r e f u l l y  on t h e  f i r s t  page. This  i s  more 
nr l e s s  l i k e  any o t h e r  VC propaganda, r a t h e r  broad and sweeping 
a l l e g a t i o n s .  Do you recognize t h i s  a t  a l l ?  

A .  Well, I h a t e  t o '  s ay ,  no, sir.  But I saw s e v e r a l  
s i m i l a r  t o  t h i s .  Whether I ' v e  seen t h i s  exac t  one, s i r ,  I d o n ' t  
::?ow. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  it. 

Q. Would you have any t h a t  g e t  down t o  s p e c i f i c s ,  
c i t i n g  t h e  p lace  and t h e  d a t e  and t h e  number of people involved 
and so  on? 

A. Did I ,  s i r ?  

3 .  Yes. General ly  i t ' s  been i n d i c a t e d  t o  us t h a t  
most of t h e  VC propaganda was p r e t t y  broad and p r e t t y  sweeping, 
but  very l i t t l e  t o  i n d i c a t e  such a s p e c i f i c  a l l e g a t i o n  a s  shows 
up i n  t h e  second paragraph he re ,  which says ,  "On 15 March i n  
Son Tinh D i s t r i c t . "  Then they  go i n t o  t h e  d e t a i l s  of  what 
kranspired.  

A. S i r ,  I d o n ' t  remember see ing  t h i s .  

a. Well, we have information t h a t  t h i s  p i e c e  of paper 
o r  one comparable t o  it had a r r i v e d  i n  t h e  headquar ters  of t h e  
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d i v i s i o n .  T h a t ' s  t h e  reason I ' m  asking whether you had seen 
t h i s  p iece  of  paper o r  had heard of such a p iece  of paper with 
such an a l l e g a t i o n  i n  it. 

A.  I may have seen a paper ,  bu t  I d o n ' t  xemember t h i s  
i n c i d e n t .  

Q A l l  r i g h t ,  f i n e .  Turn back one page. This i s  a 
s ta tement  which i s  a l s o  a t t ached ,  s ta tement  of 1 4  Apr i l .  Have 
you ever  seen such a s ta tement  i n  t h e  headquarters  America1 
Divis ion? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember it, s i r .  

Q- You d o n ' t  remember o r  you don I t  remember i t ?  

A.  I d o n ' t  remember t h i s .  No, s ir .  

Q Y e s .  A l l  r i g h t .  

A. I do n o t  remember t h i s .  

Q. A l l  r i g h t .  Now, t u r n  back t o  t h e  f i r s t  page, 
r i g h t  t o  t h e  f r o n t  of t h e  document. This i s  Exh ib i t  R - 1 ,  Re­
p o r t  of I n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  dated 24 Apr i l  1963. I wished you 
would review t h i s  one, about a page and a h a l f ,  and t e l l  me 
whether  or n o t  you have evex seeii this? 

A.  No, sir.  

Never seen t h i s  r e p o r t ?  

A.  I d o n ' t  be l i eve  so.  

Q. Fine.  Did you s e e  any r e p o r t  which a l luded t o  
something unusual having happened i n  Son My Vi l l age  on 1 6 ,  
1 7 ,  o r  18 March? 

A.  To t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge, no, s ir .  My f i r s t  
i n d i c a t i o n  of t h i s  i n c i d e n t  was when I heard it through t h e  
p ress .  

9- Did you ever  hear  any of t h e  o f f i c e r s  i n  t h e  
s t a f f  mess o r  any of t h e  e n l i s t e d  personnel  around t h e  head­
q u a r t e r s  t a l k i n g  about poss ib ly  what an a v i a t o r  had repor ted ,  
t a l k i n g  about some k i l l i n g  of women and c h i l d r e n  o r  noncom­
b a t a n t s ?  
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A. Yes, sir.  I s u r e  d id .  

Q. Yes? Yes? 

A. There was an i n c i d e n t .  What I heard was t h a t  
t h e r e  were some people t h a t  were raped and t h e r e  was an i n ­
v e s t i g a t i o n  going on. That was a rumor, s i r .  

Q. Y e s .  

A. Now I d o n ' t  work on rumors. I worked i n  t h e  TOC 
1 6  t o  18 hours a day, and I had a job t o  do, and t h a t  was n o t  
my r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  f o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

Q. Well, what &it a r e  you t a l k i n g  a b o u t ,  and what 
t ime? 

A. S i r ,  I d o n ' t  know. I thought it was t h e  198th 
I n f a n t r y  Brigade. 

Q- I n  t h a t  s i t u a t i o n  you a r e  probably c o r r e c t ,  be ­
cause we do have information t h a t  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was made 
of an i n c i d e n t  i n  t h e  198th Brigade. You would probably re ­
member t h a t  because t h a t  w a s  your o l d  br igade .  

A. Yes, sir.  

Q. But t h i s  occurred 3 months l a t e r ,  roughly,  i n  
t h e  month of June. 

A. T h a t ' s  t h e  only rumor, s i r ,  t h a t  I knew of  when 
I was i n  t h e  America1 Divis ion.  

Q From any comments you may have heard around t h e  
d i v i s i o n  o r  any s ta tements  o r  anything t h a t  you observed, d i d  
you ever  have cause f o r  suspic ion  t h a t  something cons iderably  
unusual may have taken p lace  i n  Son My Vi l l age  around about 
t h e  middle of March 1968? 

A. No, sir. 

I0 : Conceivably, based upon t h e  ques t ions  I have asked 
you here  t h i s  morning, you may have some thoughts come t o  mind 
t h a t  have been we l l  tucked away f o r  a long t ime. I f  t h i s  be 
t h e  case ,  we'd apprec ia te  very much having you g e t  i n  touch wi th  
us s o  we can t a k e  advantage of  t h i s  information.  Addi t iona l ly ,  
i f  you have any o r  know of any documents i n  terms of  . d i r e c t i v e s ,  
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r e p o r t s ,  memoranda, photos,  a e r i a l  photos,  maps, o r  anything 
of t h i s  s o r t  which would be of a s s i s t a n c e  t o  us ,  we'd l i k e  
t o  know about t h a t  kind of m a t e r i a l .  I ' l l  g ive  you t h i s  op- 
p o r t u n i t y  t o  ask any ques t ions  t h a t  you would l i k e  o r  i f  you 
would l i k e  t o  e n t e r  a s ta tement  i n t o  t h e  record.  

A .  Yes, s ir .  I ' d  l i k e  t o  make one s ta tment  f o r  t h e  
record.  . I 'd  l i k e  t o  say t h a t  it ' s very d i f f i c u l t  coming back 
a f t e r  2 2  months t o  r e c a l l  t h e  i n c i d e n t s  t h a t  took p lace  2 2  
months ago. This  is  e s p e c i a l l y  t r u e .  There a r e  many th ings  
t h a t  I have r e c a l l e d  j u s t  i n  t h e  l a s t  2 days s i n c e  I have been 
c a l l e d ,  and j u s t  come t o  me l i k e  t h i s ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e  t h a t  paper 
t h a t  you showed me concerning a  s ta tement .  I d o n ' t  recognize 
t h e  exac t  s ta tement ,  but  I ' m  s u r e  t h a t  t h e r e  were s e v e r a l  such 
s ta tements  t o  inc lude  s p e c i f i c  i n s t a n c e s ,  I d o n ' t  know about 
t h i s  one o r  n o t ,  b u t  I remember one s p e c i f i c a l l y  up i n  t h e  196th 
I n f a n t r y  Brigade a r e a  t h a t  I saw a s i m i l a r  t h i n g  came o u t  through 
t h e  G 2  shop. 

Q- When was t h i s ?  

A.  This  was very s h o r t l y  a f t e r  I a r r i v e d  a t  t h e  
America1 Divis ion.  I t  must have been somewhere around February,  
March, o r  Apr i l .  Frankly I d o n ' t  remember what it s a i d ,  whether 
it was a s i m i l a r  p iece  of paper.  The only reason I b r i n g  it up 
is  t h e r e  a r e  many p ieces  of paper t h a t  came across  my desk during 
t h e  day. I looked them over  quickly .  My job was i n  t h e  TOC t o  
t r y  t o  coordina te  t h e  a c t i o n ,  a l o t  of t h i n g s  going on ,  and I 
had given s ta tements  today a s  b e s t  as I can remember 2 2  months 
ago. 

Q. Well, I wish you'd t r y  t o  remember about t h i s  
196th i n c i d e n t  because what I ' m  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  i s  t o  f i n d  out  
i f  any of t h e s e  a l l e g a t i o n s  and s o  f o r t h  t h a t  a r e  made, whether 
o r  n o t  they  were i n v e s t i g a t e d  and thoroughly checked ou t .  

A .  Well, they c e r t a i n l y  weren ' t  by me a t  a l l .  

Q. Well, I understand your p o s i t i o n .  You're not  i n  
t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i v e  process .  You're t h e r e  t o  coordina te  t h e  re ­
p o r t i n g  of t h e  opera t ions .  But I can g e t  t h e  t ime and a 
l i t t l e  b i t  of t h e  d e t a i l  from you, I can check t h e  o t h e r s  ou t  
very quickly .  This  i s  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  I ' v e  heard anything such 
a s  t h i s  on t h e  196th.  
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A. It would be  very d i f f i c u l t  f o r  m e ,  sir, t o  t r y  
t o  remember t h e  exact  t i m e .  I do remember t h e  g e n e r a l  area. 

Q - Y e s .  W e l l ,  perhaps i t ' d  be easier on t h i s .  

A. It w a s  i n  t h e  Que Son Valley.  

Q. That 's f u r t h e r  up t o  t h e  northwest y e t .  

A. You do  n o t  have t h e  map. 

Q 	 No, no, I know where t h e  Que Son Valley is though. 

A.  Very nea r  Que Son. This  sir,  might have been a 
r a d i o  broadcas t  perhaps,  I c a n ' t  remember whether it w a s  i n  
w r i t i n g  o r  whether it was passed t o  me by t h e  G 2  o r  whether 
. t h i s  was 	over 	t h e  r ad io .  	 A s  you poin ted  o u t  t h i s  t h i n g ,  I ' m  
s u r e  t h a t  I ' v e  read  n o t  only t h i s  one, b u t  I ' v e  r ead  I ' m  s u r e  
a t  l e a s t  one o t h e r .  What it w a s  t h a t  j u s t  s t r i k e s  a b e l l  i n  
my mind. 

Q. You t h i n k  you've read  t h i s  one? 

A. NO, sir. 	 	 c'd 

Q. Well, what do you r e c a l l  about t h i s  196th? What 
 
happened up t h e r e  now? 
	 ­
A.  S i r ,  d a t e ,  t i m e ,  p l ace ,  i n c i d e n t ,  I d o n ' t  know. 
 

I d o n ' t  remember. I ' d  be f o o l i s h  t o  t r y  t o  make a  s ta tement ,  
  
because I f rank ly  don ' t  remember. 
 


Q. Well, I ' m  no t  expect ing  t h a t  you remember a l l  t h e s e  
  

d e t a i l s ,  b u t  I t h i n k  s o  f a r  you've j u s t  i n d i c a t e d  two th ings :  
  

one, 196th; two, Que Son Valley.  Do you r e c a l l  anything about 
  

t h e  n a t u r e  and scope of t h e  i n c i d e n t s ?  
  


A. No, sir. 

Q. Well, t h i s  i s  t h e  reason why I ' d  l i k e  you t o  keep 
 

your th ink ing  cap on t o  s e e  i f  w e  c a n ' t  t a k e  advantage of t h i s .  
  

This  becomes somewhat r e l a t i v e  t o  t h e  America1 Divis ion ,  a s  t o  
  

e x a c t l y  what happened, what t a k e s  p lace  i n  such i n c i d e n t s .  I ' d  
  

remind you be fo re  we recess  t h a t  you've been d i r e c t e d  n o t  t o  
  

d i scuss  you testimony here  with o t h e r s  inc luding  o t h e r  wi tnesses ,  
  

except  a s  you may be requi red  t o  do so  before  competent admini­
 

s t r a t i v e ,  l e g i s l a t i v e ,  j u d i c i a l  bodies .  Do you have any ques t ions  
  

a t  t h i s  time? 
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A. 	 	 N o ,  sir. 

10: 	 	 Fine .  The h e a r i n g  w i l l  recess a t  t h i s  t i m e .  

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  1025 hou r s ,  30 January  
1970.) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 
 

WITNESS: CLARKE, Frank P. COL 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 13 February 1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON EMARCH 1968: G4, America1 Divis ion.  

1. RELATIONSHIP OF THE WITNESS WITH THE COlYMAND AND 
STAFF ELEMENTS. 

The wi tness  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  h i s  r e l a t i o n s h i p  with t h e  
command element w a s  extremely good (pg. 3 ) .  F u r t h e r ,  
he funct ioned w e l l  wi th  t h e  others on t h e  genera l  s t a f f  
(pg. 3 ) .  H e  noted t h a t  a s  f a r  a s  l o g i s t i c s  were concerned 
he  worked f a i r l y  independently (pg. 4 )  . 
2. WITNESS' IMPRESSIONS OF THE OPERATIONAL FUNCTIONING OF 
THE GENERAL STAFF. 

a. Rela t ionship  of General  KOSTER with h i s  G3's. 

The wi tness  r e l a t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  was a problem 
wi th  t h e  G3, Colonel BAXLEY, and t h e  c h i e f  of s t a f f ,  
Colonel PARSON, caused by t h e  l a t t e r ' s  f e e l i n g  he was n o t  
completely informed of o p e r a t i o n a l  ma t t e r s  which were 
con t r ived  by General KOSTER and h i s  G3 (pg. 5 ) .  P r i o r  t o  
BAXLEY's assuming t h e  p o s i t i o n  of G3, t h e  p o s i t i o n  was 
h e l d  by,  then  Lieutenant  Colonel BALMER (pg. 5 ) .  The 
wi tness  opined t h a t  KOSTER a t  t h a t  t ime opera ted  almost a s  
h i s  own G3 and occas iona l ly  d i d  n o t  keep BALMER w e l l  in ­
formed as t o  o p e r a t i o n a l  matters (pg. 6 ) .  This  caused some 
embarrassing moments from time t o  t ime (pg. 6 )  . 
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b. Rela t ionship  of KOSTER with Colonel PARSON. 

The wi tness  f e l t  t h a t  PARSON w a s  kep t  f a i r l y  
w e l l  informed and w a s  n o t  l e f t  o u t  of matters (pg. 7 ) .  

c. Re la t ionsh ip  of  PARSON wi th  t h e  genera l  s t a f f .  

The wi tness  s t a t e d  t h a t  PARSON o f t e n  used the .book 
s o l u t i o n  when another  approach should have been employed 
(pg. 7 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  i n f l u e n c e  t h e  s t a f f  a s  much as he,  
perhaps,  could have done (pg. 7) . 

d. Rela t ionship  of t h e  a s s i s t a n t  d i v i s i o n  commanders 
with t h e  g e n e r a l  s t a f f .  

The wi tness  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  a s s i s t a n t  d i v i s i o n  
commanders were empowered t o  make c o r r e c t i o n s  i n  t h e  
d i v i s i o n  o p e r a t i o n a l  a r e a  o r  t o  i n s t r u c t  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  
s t a f f  member t o  i n s t i t u t e  a change (pg. 7) . 

e.  Rela t ionship  of t h e  genera l  s t a f f  wi th  subordina te  
commands. 

The wi tness  explained t h a t  s t a f f  members could 
work wi th  commanders cf subordina te  u n i t s  without  having 
t o  work through t h e  division con-ixand elcirient (pg. 8 ) .  

f. Rela t ionship  of t h e  a s s i s t a n t  d i v i s i o n  commanders 
wi th  General KOSTER. 

The wi tness  s t a t e d  t h a t  from h i s  vantage p o i n t  
t h e  a s s i s t a n t  commanders' r e l a t i o n s h i p  with t h e i r  
commander was n o t  too  c l o s e ,  b u t  was purely p r o f e s s i o n a l  
(pg* 11) 

3 .  KOSTER'S CONTROL OF OPERATIONS. 

The wi tness  r e l a t e d  t h a t  a b a t t a l i o n  o r  l a r g e r  s i z e  
opera t ion  would have t o  be approved by t h e  d i v i s i o n  
commander because of t h e  pauci ty  of a i r c r a f t  a v a i l a b l e  
(pg. 11). 
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4. THE WITNESS' OPINION OF THE EFFECTIVENESS OF THE 
DIVISION. 

The wi tness  a s s e r t e d  t h a t  a l though dur ing  h i s  t i m e  
w i th  t h e  d i v i s i o n  it w a s  n o t  organized as a ROAD u n i t ,  
it w a s  n e v e r t h e l e s s  e f f e c t i v e  (pgs.  11, 12-) . 
5 .  THE WITNESS' FAMILIARITY WITH THE 16 MARCH OPERATION. 

The w i t n e s s  could n o t  recal l  anyth ing  of t h e  Task 
Force Barker ,  16 March ope ra t ion  inc lud ing  any rumors 
of a t r o c i o u s  a c t i v i t y ,  any i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  or any V i e t  
Cong propaganda concerning t h e  o p e r a t i o n  (pgs.  16-18). 
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(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1646 h o u r s ,  1 3  February 
1970.) 

COL ARMSTRONG: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  
  


RCDR : The fo l lowing  pe r sons  a r e  p r e s e n t :  COL ARMSTRONG and 
  

MAJ COOP. 
 


The n e x t  w i t n e s s  i s  Colonel  Frank P. CLARKE 

(COL CLARKE was c a l l e d  as a w i t n e s s ,  w a s  sworn, 
and t e s t i f i e d  as fo l lows : )  

W i l l  you s t a t e  your  f u l l  name, g rade ,  S o c i a l  S e c u r i t y  
number, b ranch  o f  s e r v i c e ,  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  and s t a t i o n ?  

A. My name i s  Frank P .  CLARKE, Colone l ,  
  

United S t a t e s  Army, p r e s e n t l y  a s t u d e n t  a t  t h e  Na t iona l  War 
 

Co l l ege ,  F o r t  L e s l i e  J. McNair, Washington, D.C. 
 


COL ARMSTRONG: 	 	 Colonel  CLARKE, have you r e a d  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  
  

( E x h i b i t  M-5 7)  ? 
 


A.  I have.  
  


Q D o  you unders tand them? 
 


A. I c e r t a i n l y  do. 
 


Q- D o  you have any q u e s t i o n s  concern ing  them? 
 


A. I do n o t .  

COL ARSTRONG: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  r e c e s s  a t  t h i s  t i m e .  

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  1657 hour s ,  1 3  February 
1970 .) 

(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1820 hour s ,  1 3  February 

10: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

(CLARKE) 1 APP T-365 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



? 

Od 

r-4 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
 


RCDR: The fol lowing named persons are p resen t :  LTC PEERS, 
MR MACCRATE, MR WEST, MR WALSH, COL ARMSTRONG and MAJ COOP. 

10: I have two i n d i v i d u a l s  with m e  t h a t  I t h i n k  I should 
acqua in t  you with.  On my l e f t  is M r .  MACCRATE and on my r i g h t  is 
M r .  WALSH. Both M r .  MACCRATE and M r .  WALSH are c i v i l i a n  lawyers 
who have volunteered t h e i r  s e r v i c e s  t o  Sec re ta ry  RESOR t o  
assist us i n  t h i s  i n q u i r y  and a l s o  t o  provide l e g a l  counsel  
t o  m e  and t h e  o t h e r  members of t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  team. Besides 
t h i s  group of course,  w e  have o t h e r  groups t h a t  are t ak ing  testi ­
mony. Do you have any ques t ions  a t  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  t i m e  con­
cern ing  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  which were provided you? 

A. I do no t ,  . General. 

Q Colonel CLARKE, our  purpose i n  c a l l i n g  you i n  is n o t  
s o  much t o  d i scuss  t h e  My Lai i n c i d e n t  but  t o  g e t  your impression 
of t h e  fun^ t ioning  of t h e  d i v i s i o n  headquarters ,  t h e  i n t e r r e l a t i o n s  
wi th in  the  command element,  between the  command and t h e  genera l  
s t a f f ,  and with the  s p e c i a l  s t a f f .  

A, Yes, sir.  

Q The p o s i t i o n  of the  chief  of s t a f f  and a l s o  t h e  re­
l a t i o n s h i p s  wi th  t h e  br igade  commanders o r  o t h e r  major u n i t  com­
manders. Now, I t h i n k  f i r s t  I would ask how was your r e l a t i o n s h i p  
as t h e  G4? You k7ere the G 4 ?  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q - Yes, How was your r e l a t i o n s h i p  as  t h e  G 4  with 
t h e  command element and with the  chief  of s t a f f ?  

A. Well, f i r s t  I th ink  we ought t o  s e t  t h e  t ime frame - ­
Q. ( In te rpos ing)  I f  you w i l l ?  

A. I f  I may, p lease .  

Q - Well, I 'm t a l k i n g  pr imar i ly  of the  time per iod  
about March. I t  could be somewhat a f t e r  t h a t '  and a l s o  it can 
precede t h a t .  I th ink  you w e r e . i n  the  p o s i t i o n  where 
you probably funct ioned under General KNOWLES f o r  a t i m e ,  is 
t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  
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A. T h a t ' s  n o t  c o r r e c t ,  s i r ,  t h a t ' s  what I wanted t o  - ­
Q ( In te rpos ing)  A l l  r i g h t .  When d i d  you jo in?  

A. I came over  with t h e  198th Brigade. I had t h e  sup ­
p o r t  b a t t a l i o n  i n  t h a t  br igade .  I d i d  n o t  become d i v i s i o n  
~4 u n t i l  February 1968. ' 

Q A l l  r i g h t .  And.how iong d i d  you remain i n  t h a t  
capac i ty?  

A .  I remained i n  t h a t  capac i ty  u n t i l  October 1968, 
sir. A t  t h i s  t ime I re turned  t o  t h e  S t a t e s ,  sir. 

Q Then you served  wi th  General KOSTER and General 
GETTYS? 

A. That '  s c o r r e c t ,  sir.  

Q T h a t ' s  f i n e .  I t ' s  t h e  e a r l y  pe r iod  t h a t  we ' re  
concerned wi th ,  p r imar i ly ,  t h e  pe r iod  a f t e r  you had a r r i v e d  
and t h e  depar tu re  o f  General KOSTER. We would l i k e  your 
apprec ia t ion  a s  t o  any adjustments t h a t  might have been made 
i n  t h e  s t a f f  subsequent t o  t h a t  t ime by General GETTYS? 

A. W e l l ,  as t o  G 4 ,  my r e l a t i o n s h i p s  with t h e  command 
element was extremely good. There was a job t o  do and every ­
one recognized t h a t  t h e  G4  s i d e  of t h e  house requ i red  a l o t  
of  work. I a t tended t h e  normal s t a f f  meetings i n  t h e  morning 
except  f o r  t h a t  p o r t i o n  of  t h e  s t a f f  b r i e f i n g s  t h a t  requi red  
s p e c i a l  s e c u r i t y  c l ea rance .  I d i d  n o t  a t t e n d  t h a t .  I saw 
t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  of t h e  genera l  and s p e c i a l  s t a f f  during t h e  
conduct of t h e s e  and I a l s o  a t tended t h e  evening b r i e f i n g s ,  
a d a i l y  happening. I f  t h e r e  was a problem i n  t h e  l o g i s t i c s  
a r e a ,  I g o t  t o  speak my p iece  and a r r i v e d  a t  a s o l u t i o n  
w i t h  t h e  rest of  t h e  s t a f f  a s  r equ i red .  My r e l a t i o n s h i p s  
wi th  t h e  c h i e f  of  s t a f f  were, I t h i n k ,  c o r r e c t .  I had no 
d i f f i c u l t i e s  whatsoever i n  my r e l a t i o n s h i p .  My experience 
wi th  t h e  whole s t a f f ,  s i r ,  was an extremely p l e a s i n g  one. 
I might have a l i t t l e  d i f i c u l t y  wi th  one of t h e  A D C ' s  when 
h e  found something wrong t h a t  r e a l l y  wasn ' t  a G 4  problem. 
I s t i l l  so lved  t h a t  problem because I was asked t o .  Profes ­
s i o n a l l y  it was rewarding job, s i r .  I had no d i f f i c u l t i e s  
a t  a l l .  
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Q - Now you w e r e  working i n  a somewhat s p e c i a l i z e d  
a r e a ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir-

Q - L o g i s t i c s ,  I would say t h a t  many of t h e  s p e c i a l  
s t a f f  elements could be considered i n  that same l i g h t  the re .  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q- They are s p e c i a l i s t s . 
A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q - Like t h e  JAG f o r  example and th ings  of t h i s  cate­
gory, So t h e r e  wouldn ' t  be much of an opportuni ty f o r  some­
body t o  run t h e i r  bus iness  s o  t o  speak? 

A. T h a t ' s  c o r r e c t ,  sir .  I was in t h a t  enviable  po- 
s i t i o n ,  I w a s  my own boss t o  a g r e a t  degree. 

Q- L e t ' s  s k i p  over then and g ive  m e  your apprec ia t ion  
of t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  s i d e ?  

A. Well, th i s  i s  s t r i c t l y  impression, sir, and based 
on no f a c t s .  PI 

Q - You were a genera l  s t a f f  o f f i c e r .  You were t h e r e .  
I am asking f o r  impressions because the  funct ioning  of t h i s  
headquarters  can have q u i t e  a b i t  of bear ing  upon how t h i n g s  
were handled and how papers and s o  f o r t h  were d i s t r i b u t e d .  
This i s  the  reason t h a t  I ' m  conducting t h i s  va r i ed ,  a s s o r t e d  
ques t ioning  a t  t h e  moment. 

A. Right ,  sir. The G3's were i n  t h e  midst of j u s t  
changing jobs.  I do no t  know when they changed jobs. W e  
had Colonel BALMER a s  the  G 3  and he l e f t ,  and I t h i n k  t h e r e  
was a s l i g h t  per iod  of time when the  incoming G3, a Colonel 
BAXLEY--I d o n ' t  be l i eve  they met on the  job. 

Q - I th ink  t h a t ' s  c o r r e c t .  Colonel KELLEY f i l l e d  i n  
t h e  gap. 
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A,. I be l i eve  t h a t ' s  c o r r e c t .  

Q - Y e s .  

A. Colonel BAXLEY is  an o l d  f r i e n d  of mine. H i s  r e l a ­
t i o n s h i p  with General KOSTER was f i n e .  I b e l i e v e  i n  the  h e a t  
of everyday events  he and t h e  ch ie f  of s t a f f  d i d  n o t ,  sometimes, 
g e t  along as we l l  a s  they might. Tha t ' s  wi th  a ch ief  of s t a f f  
r e l a t i o n s h i p  with t h e  G3. 

Q- Are you t a l k i n g  about Colonel PARSON, when he was 
t h e  chief  of s t a f f ?  

A. T h a t ' s  c .orrect .  Only t h a t  Colonel PARSON had a 
f e e l i n g  he was l e f t  o u t  of t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  developed between 
t h e  genera l  and h i s  G3. He d i d  n o t  know about them u n t i l  a f t e r  
t h e  f a c t .  This  type of th ing .  I c a n ' t  g ive  you s p e c i f i c s .  

Q - W e l l ,  d i d  t h e  G3 f e e l  t h e  scme way? That he was 
l e f t  out  of some of t h e  th ings  u n t i l  a f t e r  the  f a c t ?  

A. I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  s o ,  s ir .  M y  r e l a t i o n s h i p  with 
Colonel BAXLEY I remember more, because when General GETTYS 
came i n  t h e r e  was a c l o s e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between General GETTYS 
and Colonel BAXLEY. 

Q- Tha t ' s  what I wanted t o  s e e ,  but  I'd f i r s t  l i k e  t o  
know your impression of t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  with r e s p e c t  t o  
BALMER when he was the re .  You were t h e r e  about 2 months with 
Colonel BALMER? 

A. I d o n ' t  know t h e  time pe r iod .  

Q - I f o r g e t  the  exac t  d a t e  when Colonel BALMER l e f t ,  
b u t  I t h i n k  i t ' s  around t h e  14th  o r  15th .  So you had about 
2 months with him roughly? 

A, Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q- So I ' d  l i k e  t o  g e t  t h a t  r e l a t i o n s h i p ,  and a l s o  with 
r e s p e c t  to--not KELLEY because t h a t  was such a s h o r t  per iod  it 
would be hard t o  say,  although he w a s  an o l d  hand i n  the  
divis ion--but  with r e s p e c t  t o  Colonel BALMER? Did you g e t  any 
impressions on Colonel BALMER and h i s  func t ion  with the  chief  
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of s t a f f  and w i t h  t h e  commanding genera l  o r  w i t h  t h e  ADC1s? 

A. The only impression I have of t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  
of Colonel BALMER with anybody wi th in  t h e  command element 
w a s  h i s  r e l a t i o n s  wi th  t h e  commanding genera l  h imsel f .  

Q .  Y e s .  

A. I g o t  the  f e e l i n g ,  q u i t e  o f t e n ,  t h a t  General  
Y3STER probably d i d n ' t  need a l i e u t e n a n t  co lone l  as G3. I n  
f a c t  he was running a  p r e t t y  t i g h t  s h i p  and I admired him, 
t h e  way he d i d  bus iness  and s o  on. But he s o r t  of l e f t  t h e  
G 3  out  once i n  a  while.  I th ink  t h e r e  w e r e  some embarrassing 
moments t h a t  would come up occas ional ly  when t h e  G3 d i d n ' t  know 
what somebody e l s e  had been t o l d  t o  do, t h i s  type of th ing .  
But I want t o  impress upon you, gentlemen, t h a t  I w a s  n o t  i n  on 
t h e  t a c t i c a l  s i d e  of. anything. 

Q We know t h a t .  We know t h a t  you don ' t .  Speaking 
f o r  myself, I ' v e  had a l i t t l e  b i t  of t h i s  t a c t i c a l  exper ience  
and I know t h e  p o s i t i o n  of t h e  G4. I know what your respon- 
s i b i l i t i e s  a re .  You have an in f luence  upon t h e  tactics and 
t h e  t a c t i c a l  opera t ion .  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. But it 's i n  a r a t h e r  i n d i r e c t  fash ion  i f  I can 
p u t  it t h a t  way. 

A, T h a t ' s  c o r r e c t ,  s ir .  

Q. ~ v e r y t h i n g  from the  b u l l e t s  t o  t h e  beans t h a t  a r e  
necessary t o  f i g h t  one of these  th ings .  

A, Yes, sir. 

Q So one of t h e  reasons t h a t  I wanted t o  t a l k  t o  you 
i s  because y o u ' r e  s i t t i n g  on the  ou t s ide  looking i n ,  and so 
you can g ive  a  more o b j e c t i v e  opinion.  That ' s  the  reason why 
I ' m  coming r i g h t  down t o  t h i s .  Now, you I take it f e l t  t h a t  
i n  many cases  General KOSTER served as  h i s  own opera t ions  
o f f i c e r ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  he d id .  Yes, s ir .  
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Q- Yes. Now i n  t h e  same ve in ,  d i d  he keep Colonel 
PARSON informed s o  t h a t  he 'd  have t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  coordina te  
t h e  s t a f f  a c t i o n ,  your work with a t a c t i c a l  ope ra t ion?  

A. I h e s i t a t e  t o  g ive  you a yes o r  no on t h i s  be- 
cause it was my impression t h a t  he d i d  keep Colonel PARSON 
informed. I f e l t  t h a t  t h e  G3 was l e f t  ou t  more o f t e n  t h a n  
anybody of those  t imes ,  t h a t  he gave me t h a t  impression. I 
d i d n ' t  g e t  t h e  f e e l i n g  t h a t  t h e  ch ie f  of  s t a f f  was being 
l e f t  o u t  of th ings  a s  much a s  was t h e  G3. 

Q- How was Colonel PARSON i n  your judgment? Granted 
you were a subordina te  working with a r a t h e r  s e n i o r  f u l l  
co lone l ,  b u t  you've worked under c h i e f s  of s t a f f  before .  
How d i d  he func t ion  a s  a c h i e f  of s t a f f ?  

A. I th ink  many times he t r i e d  t o  run a Leavenworth 
s o l u t i o n  t o  a problem when t h e  book s o l u t i o n  probably 
s h o u l d n ' t  have been used. A t  s t a f f  meetings, h e ' d  go r i g h t  
around t h e  room. "Now what a r e  you going t o  t e l l  t h e  genera l?"  
This type  of t h i n g ,  i n  o r d e r  t o  keep informed. I d o n ' t  th ink  
he in f luenced  t h e  s t a f f  s o  much a s  perhaps he could have. 
Again, you've go t  t o  r e a l i z e  t h a t  t h e  two A D C ' s  a r e  o u t  f l y i n g  
around a l l  day, g iv ing  i n s t r u c t i o n s .  

Q. W e l l ,  l e t  me ask you t h i s  now. What a u t h o r i t y  d i d  
t h e  A D C ' s  have wi th  r e s p e c t  t o  i s s u i n g  i n s t r u c t i o n s  and t a k i n g  
c o r r e c t i v e  a c t i o n  where need be? 

A. I t h i n k  any time they were o u t  i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n  
a r e a  of opera t ions ,  i f  they s a w  something t h a t  needed cor- 
r e c t i n g  they 'd  do it  on t h e  s p o t ,  and probably inform t h e  
s t a f f  l a t e r ,  whoever should be informed. I f  they found 
t h i n g s  t h e  s t a f f  should t ake  a c t i o n  t o  c o r r e c t ,  i f  it was. 
beyond t h e  c a p a b i l i t i e s  of  those  they v i s i t e d ,  why they 'd  
s e e  t h e  appropr ia t e  s t a f f  o f f i c e r .  

Q. Would you, i n  your capac i ty  a s  t h e  G 4 ,  have no t  
only t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  b u t  a l s o  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  t o  make de- 
c i s i o n s  on l o g i s t i c  mat ters?  

A.  Within t h e  purview of  s t r i c t l y  s u p p l i e s .  I f  
somebody c a l l e d  up and s a i d  we need t h i s  o r  want t h i s ,  I ' d  
work wi th  t h e  support  command commander t o  e f f e c t  it i f  it 
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was a l eg i tma te  r eques t .  I never gave o rde r s  t o  anybody i n  
t h e  support  command because they had t h e i r  commander. I never  
gave o rde r s  t o  the  support  b a t t a l i o n s  of t h e  br igade  because 
t h e r e  w a s  a d i f f e r e n t  chain of command the re .  

Q - I take  it when you were-- le t ' s  see.  I d o n ' t  know 
who was t h e  support  command commander later on; it w a s  Lou 
TIXIER? 

A. Lou T I X I E R  replaced  Bob ROSE. I d i d  most of my 
work with Bob ROSE. There was a s l i g h t  over lap  the re .  P r i o r  
t o  ROSE was Colonel PRITCHERT, I be l i eve  it was, sir. 

Q. Now, about the  l a c i n g  up with the  br igade  comman­
d e r s ,  t h e  DIVh?TY and a l l  t h a t ,  between t h e  command group 
and the  s t a f f ?  Could the  s t a f f  go down and g e t  th ings  
s t r a igh tened  out  without  having t o  work with t h e  commanders, 
. i ~ ~ h o u thaving tc  huzk through the  command element? 

A. Yes, sir. I v i s i t e d  throughout t h e  d i v i s i o n  area 
almost d a i l y .  I ' d  go i n  and l e t  t h e  XO know I was i n  the  
a rea ,  go on over and t a l k  t o  t h e  S4 ,  support  command commander, 
t h i s  type t h i n g ,  with no problems. I had no d i f f i c u l t y .  I n  
f a c t  a l o t  of t imes ,  s i n c e  I d i d n ' t  have my own chopper, I would 
r i d e  with one of the  A D C ' s .  I f  they were s topping ' a t  a f i r e  
base,  I ' d  g e t  o f f  and go t a l k  t o  the  b a t t a l i o n  S4 and see  i f  
he had any problems, t h i s  type of th ing .  No d i f f i c u l t i e s .  

Q. Well, I think a l o t  of t h a t  was through need r a t h e r  
than  design i n  t h e  sense t h a t  you had t o  go t h a t  way o r  n o t  
go a t  a l l ,  because you d i d n ' t  have the  c a p a b i l i t y  t o  g e t  a 
chopper every time you wanted one. Tha t ' s  how I would v i s u a l i z e  
it with t h e  amount of l i f t  you had a v a i l a b l e .  

A. yes ,  sir.  The s i z e  of the  AO, they c o u l d n ' t  g ive  
t h e  G 4  a chopper. The support  command commander and I used 
t o  g e t  one t o  sha re  occas iona l ly ,  

Q. I ' v e  gone through t h a t  same argument and they 've  
t r i e d  t h e  same bus iness  on me, s o  I understand. 

A, Yes, sir.  

Q What o t h e r  d i v i s i o n  s t a f f s  have you worked on? 

(CLARKE ) 8 APP T-365 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
 
 

A, I worked on General  OWENS' s t a f f  i n  t h e  1st Armored 
Div is ion ,  

Q - That w a s  down a t  F o r t  Hood. 

A. I had a maintenance b a t t a l i o n  t h e r e  f o r  p r e t t y  
nea r  3 y e a r s ,  The America1 Div i s ion  is  only  t h e  second 
d i v i s i o n  I ' v e  a c t u a l l y  been on t h e  s t a f f  o f .  A s  a j u n i o r  
o f f i c e r  I w a s  i n  t h e  1st Div i s ion ,  t h e  "Big Red 1.I' My 
previous  exper ience  wi th  t roops  w a s  w i th  7 t h  Army f o r  3 
y e a r s  b u t  on ly  a t  t h e  headqua r t e r s .  But i n  t h e  capac i ty  
I d i d  g e t  o u t  t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n s  q u i t e  o f t e n .  

Q. You've had l i m i t e d  d i v i s i o n a l  expe r i ence ,  I t h i n k  
t h a t ' s  r e a l l y  what y o u ' r e  t e l l i n g  me, a t  l e a s t  i n  a combat 
environment. 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. But even r ecogn iz ing  t h a t ,  I t h i n k  w i t h  your m i l i ­
t a r y  t r a i n i n g  a t  Leavenworth and va r ious  p l a c e s  you know what 
is expected of a s t a f f .  You know how they  f u n c t i o n  and I t h i n k  
you f a i r l y  w e l l  covered t h i s ,  b u t  t h e r e  is a n o t h e r  very impor- 
t a n t  element--did it look l i k e  a happy house? 

A .  For c e r t a i n  of t h e  people  it was. For  o t h e r s ,  f o r  
i n s t a n c e  t h e  G3, no, For t h e  c h i e f  of s t a f f  I would say  no. 
But I ' m  p u t t i n g  thoughts  i n  t h e r e  t h a t  a r e  r e a l l y  mine, b u t  
t h a t ' s  my impress ion,  sir.  But f o r  everybody else I would say  
yes .  The G 1 ,  t h e  G2, t h e  G 4 ,  t h e  G5, I ' d  say yes .  

Q. The G 5  w a s  one? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q- Colonel ANISTRANSKI? 

A. Up u n t i l  t h e  l a s t  few days he w a s  i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n .  

Q - Y e s .  

A. And t h e n  he showed s i g n s  t h a t  I never  suspec ted  
be fo re ,  
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Q May I ask what they were? 

A. H i s  f a r e w e l l  remarks t h e r e  a t  a fa rewel l  dinner, 

Q - . Y e s ,  what d i d  he say?  

A. I c a n g t  remember t h e  words, b u t  my impression w a s  
that he wasn ' t  happy. 

Q - How about t h e  s p e c i a l  s t a f f ?  
  


A, W e l l ,  Tom JONES w a s  t h e  JAG, Colonel JONES. 
 


Q- Y e s ,  

A. And h i s  replacement w a s - - I  c a n ' t  t h i n k  of h i s  name, 

Q * WILSON'? 

A. Yes, sir. I ' d  say i n  t h a t  r e s p e c t  they  w e r e  happy, 
The provost  marshal, yes. The a v i a t i o n  o f f i c e r .  

Q - P r e t t y  hard t o  read,  huh? C> 
c:


A, Y e s ,  sir. He is. Lf 

Q- Hew &cut t??echapla in ,  Colonel LENIS? 
r 

A. Colonel LEWIS seemed extremely happy. I would say 
t h a t  he w a s  q u i t e  happy. I ' m  ' t r y i n g  t o  t h i n k  of t h e  Ca tho l i c  
chapla in  t h a t  came i n  t o  r ep lace  him. 

Q Y e s .  

A. I would say t h a t  Colonel LEWIS was s a t i s f i e d  and 
happy * 

Q A l l  r i g h t .  I t h i n k  we've gone through the  s p e c i a l  
s t a f f  enough. I 've g o t  a couple of o t h e r  ques t ions  t h a t  I 
want t o  ask you, b u t  before  we g e t  of f  t h i s  I would ask you, 
M r .  MACCRATE, i f  you have any? 

MR MACCRATE: What would be your a p p r a i s a l  of t h e  r e l a t i o n s  
between the  commanding genera l  and the  ADC1s? Was it from 

I 
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your p o i n t  of observat ion a c lose  r e l a t i o n s h i p ;  d i d  you have 
an opportuni ty t o  form any judgment as  t o  t h e  degree of re ­
l i a n c e  upon t h e  ADC's from your p a r t i c u l a r  vantage poin t?  

A. F i r s t  I ' d  say it wasn ' t  a s  c l o s e  a r e l a t i o n s h i p  as
some commanders developed wi th  t h e i r  a s s i s t a n t s .  I t  w a s  
s t r i c t l y  a p ro fess iona l  r e l a t i o n s h i p  and I saw them c a l l e d  
on f o r  advice q u i t e  of ten .  I saw cases  where t h a t  advice 
w a s  followed. I n  my r e l a t i o n s h i p s  I never s a w  e i t h e r  one 
of t h e  AoC's, any d i s c r e d i t  c a s t  upon them whatsoever. 

I0 r I n  t h a t  vein,  when General RYDER was t h e r e  and 
General  YOUNG I b e l i e v e  w a s  t he  one overseeing your l o g i s t i c s  
a rea ,  were they both on the  same r e l a t i v e  par  a s  f a r  as  
t h e i r  a p p l i c a b i l i t y  with the  commanding genera l  is  concerned? 

A. Oh, I th ink  t h e r e  was a l i t t l e  c l o s e r  r e l a t i o n s h i p ,  
a more personal  r e l a t i o n s h i p ,  and it s t i l l  wasn ' t  personal ,  
between Generql RYDER and General KOSTER. 

NR WEST: Do you know whether dur ing  the '  t ime General KOSTER 
w a s  t h e r e ,  t h e  br igade commander could p lan  and conduct an 
opera t ion  on h i s  own? 

A. I would say no. 

Q. Who would have t o  approve t h a t ,  a b a t t a l i o n - s i z e
o r  l a r g e r - s i z e  operat ion? 

I 

A. I would say the  commanding genera l ,  sir.  For one 
reason, the  br igade commander d i d  n o t  have enough resources 
i n  the  way of a i r c r a f t  t o  conduct an opera t ion .  They were 
c o n t r o l l e d  by d i v i s i o n  and t h e  genera l  kept  a t i g h t  f i n g e r  on 
the a i r c r a f t  t o  s e e  t h a t  they were proper ly  u t i l i z e d .  I would 
say t h e r e ' s  no way i n  the  world they could do it. 

Q Did he over de lega te  t h i s  a u t h o r i t y  t o  h i s  ADC 
fox maneuver? 

A. Not t h a t  I know o f ,  sir. A s  I can r e c a l l  the  a i r ­
c r a f t  board was used d a i l y  i n  the  morning b r i e f i n g s .  

10: The morning b r i e f i n g  o r  t h e  evening b r i e f i n g ?  a 
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A. I may be turned around the re .  

Q. I t h i n k  w e  a l l  a re .  

A. .Maybe it w a s  t he  next  day he-­

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  I t h i n k  it was a f t e r  t h e  evening 
b r i e f i n g  t h a t  he went over t o  t h e  commanding g e n e r a l ' s  o f f i c e  
t o  g e t  a breakout of t h e  a i r c r a f t  a l l o c a t i o n s .  

A. Right,  sir. 

MR WEST : John HOLLADAY? 

A. John HOLLADAY, yes. 

10: Now again ,  impression i s  my concern, opinion,  b u t  
a p ro fess iona l  opinion.  Was t h i s  an e f f e c t i v e  d i v i s i o n  head­
q u a r t e r s ?  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Was t h e  d i v i s i o n  e f f e c t i v e ?  

A. Yes, sir. 

--.
Q wnat a r e  you comparing it t o ?  

A. Impressions is a l l .  When you look a t  t h e  a r e a  of 
opera t ions ,  t h e  p lace  we w e r e ,  t he  2d ARVN Divis ion,  a t h r e a t  
t h a t  was i n  t h a t  a r e a ,  a t t a c k  up nor th  t o  Danang--this type  
th ing .  General WESTMORELAND would come up t o  d i scuss  opera ­
t i o n s ;  t h e  111 MAF commander would come dowr- and d i scuss  
opera t ions .  I th ink  i f  t h e  d i v i s i o n  had n o t  been e f f e c t i v e ,  
sir, t h e r e  would have been changes made. 

Q. Well, we g e t  some people t h a t  say that it was a 
good d i v i s i o n  headquarters  and funct ioned wel l .  Then we s tart  
looking a t  the  b i t s  and p ieces  and we f i n d  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  some 
problems ; t h e r e  a r e  problems a v i a t i o n  wise,  f o r  example. 
You have an a v i a t i o n  b a t t a l i o n  t h a t  belongs t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n  
t h a t ' s  an ad hoc kind of arrangement. The 123d Aviat ion Bat­
t a l i o n  with i t s  areo-scout company which caused no end of 
adjustments and w a s  a pa in  and s t r a i n  f o r  some time. You 
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a l s o  had some severe problems with r e s p e c t  t o  a r t i l l e r y  o r  
who commanded the  a r t i l l e r y .  A t  t h i s  time you were s t i l l  
opera t ing  under t h e  br igade concept and the  br igade commander 
thought he was running h i s  a r t i l l e r y .  There was some, essen ­
t i a l l y  n o t  head-to-head problems, b u t  it 's a d i f f i c u l t  th ing  
t o  coordinate .  They a l s o  had the  support  command problem with 
each of t h e  brigades having a support  command, i n  e f f e c t ,  which 
thereby prevented you from having a proper support  command a t  
t h e  d i v i s i o n .  There a r e  t h e s e  kinds of problems t h a t  e x i s t e d  
which perhaps d e t r a c t e d  r e a l l y  from the  c a p a b i l i t y  of the  
d i v i s i o n  t o  be a b l e  t o  funct ion  a s  a ROAD d i v i s i o n  was designed 
t o  funct ion .  Now having s a i d  t h a t ,  what do you th ink?  

A. Well, I would s t i l l  adhere t o  my former opinion 
t h a t  it was an e f f e c t i v e  d i v i s i o n .  I would agree with you 
e s p e c i a l l y  i n  my a r e a ,  t h a t  having t h e  t h r e e  s e p a r a t e  support  
b a t t a l i o n s  of the  brigade and then having a support  command 
f o r  only t h e  d i v i s i o n  base was no t  good. I n  someone's mind 
sometime they saw the  need f o r  s e p a r a t e  b r igades ,  and then 
when they saw the need was no longer  t h e r e ,  they organized 
t h e  d i v i s i o n ,  a f t e r  I l e f t  of course.  But under those  
cond i t ions ,  once t h e  America1 Divis ion was formed, those  
w e r e  a l l  d i v i s i o n  aspects  a s  I s a w  it. 

Q Well, t h a t ' s  what I ' m  t a l k i n g  about .  I th ink  you 
h i t  the n a i l  r i g h t  on the  head when you s a i d  under those 
condi t ions  it funct ioned wel l .  But the  r e a l  ques t ion  would 
be how much b e t t e r  could they have funct ioned i f  they ' d  had 
a convent ional  ROAD d iv i s ion?  

A. I , t h i n k  we s o r t  of enjoyed a l i t t l e  luxury i n  
manpower of 40  . o r  60 o r  80 spaces,  some number i n  t h e r e ,  I ' m  
n o t  sure .  Not excess people but having t h i s  s e p a r a t e  suppor t  
b a t t a l i o n  headquarters .  For ins t ance ,  they could have 
been almost e l iminated ,  and t h i s  was my recommendation t o  a 
USARV b o a r d t h a t  came up t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  j u s t  t h i s  p o s s i b i l i t y .  
This was eventua l ly  done. 

Q. Y e s ,  bu t  it took a year  and a h a l f  of pushing and 
p u l l i n g  t o  do it because it d i d n ' t  go ROAD u n t i l  15 February 
1969, a s  I remember t h e  da te .  I 

A. Yes, sir. 
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Q . I have gone over  t h e  impact  s t a t emen t  by each o f  
t h e  b r igades  and t h e  major command, s o  I ' m  f a m i l i a r  w i th  how 
they have used t h e  t h i n g s .  

I ' m  n o t  going t o  m i s s  any oppor tun i ty  t o  see i f  by 
chance you be ing  i n  t h e  s t a f f  and around t h e  headqua r t e r s ,  how 
much you knew about t h e  o p e r a t i o n  of Task Force  Barker  i n t o  
t h i s  A0 which you s e e  on t h e  map t h e r e  marked i n  orange ,  i n  
about  t h e  middle of March 1968. I would be s u r e  y o u ' r e  fam­
i l i a r  wi th  Task Force  Barker? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

QI I n  f a c t  I t h i n k  you s u p p l i e d  them d i r e c t l y  from 
Chu La i ,  d i d n ' t  you? I say  you, t h e  suppor t  command? 

A. No, sir.  W e  a c t u a l l y  a r ranged  wi th  t h e  198th B r i ­
gade t o  supply Task Force  Barker.  

Q; But t hen  i n s t e a d  of coming from t h e  b r i g a d e  
headqua r t e r s  a t  Duc Pho t h a t  is w e l l  t o  t h e  s o u t h ,  you e l e c t e d  
t o  use the- ­

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Elements of t h e  1 98 t h  Brigade.  

Q . Okay. W e l l ,  you are f a m i l i a r  w i th  Task Force  
Barker t hen  and t h e  composi t ion of i t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q- You a r e  undoubtedly f a m i l i a r  w i th  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  
i n t o  t h i s  a r e a .  You r e c a l l  t h e  r e s u l t s  t h a t  came o u t  o f  the 
o p e r a t i o n  on 16 March? 

A. No, s i r .  I do n o t .  

Q W e l l ,  I ' l l  t e l l  you what they  were, and t h e s e  came 
o u t  i n  t h e  evening b r i e f i n g  on t h e  n i g h t  of t h e  1 6 t h  which is 
a Saturday n i g h t .  There w e r e  128 VC K I A ,  2 U.S. K I A ,  a t o t a l  
of 11 U . S .  WIA, i n c l u d i n g  one t h a t  had s h o t  h imse l f  i n  
t he  f o o t ,  and t h r e e  weapons cap tu red .  Now t h o s e  a r e  t h e  
a c t u a l  f i g u r e s  and I unders tand they were b r i e f e d  t h e r e  and 
a l s o  t he  CG used t h i s  i n  h i s  b r i e f i n g s  f o r  VIP 's  r e p e a t e d l y  
f o r  some t i m e .  This  w a s  t he  b i g g e s t  o p e r a t i o n  t h a t  t h e  1 1 t h  
Brigade had had up u n t i l  
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t h i s  day. Now, do you remember any conversa t ions  t h a t  
may have ensued when t h i s  b r i e f i n g  was conducted? 

A, No, sir. I n  f a c t  i n  th inking  back, I thought t h a t  
Task Force Barker a t  that time was under t h e  198th. 

Q They had been, but  they came o u t  from under them. 
They had been reass igned o r  perhaps r ea t t ached  would be t h e  
proper  terminology, t o  the  11 th  Brigade. 

A. No, sir.  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  I at tended many b r i e f i n g s  
where t h e  G 3  b r i e f e d  v i s i t i n g  d i g n i t a r i e s ,  v i s i t i n g  m i l i t a r y ,  
b u t  I d i d n ' t  hear  anything s p e c i f i c  on Task Force Barker 's  
opera t ion .  

Q. Did you hea r  anybody say 128 k i l l e d  and only 3 
weapons? How can they do t h a t ?  

A. No, sir. I d i d n ' t .  

Q. Did you hear  anybody say t h e r e  i n  their--you sat  
i n  the  f i r s t  row, d idn '  t you? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. I d id .  The second row, sir. 

Q. W e l l ,  you sat  r i g h t  behind t h e  command group is 
where you sat ,  I th ink?  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. I n  t h e  s p e c i a l  s t a f f  s e c t i o n .  And the  hangers-on 
sat i n  back of you? 

A. That I s  r i g h t .  

Q. But whi le  t h i s  b r i e f i n g  was going on, d i d  you 
hear  anybody say,  "Yes, 128 VC; 4 VC and 1 2 4  women and 
c h i l d r e n."? 

A. No, sir. I n  f a c t  I c a n ' t  say t h a t  I was even a t  
t h e  b r i e f i n g .  There were many evening b r i e f i n g s  t h a t  I d i d n ' t  
a t t e n d  only because I w a s  up nor th  o r  down south.  I had a 
major t h a t  would have a t tended t h e  meeting, sir.  
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Q. Did you ever  hear  any rumors o r  hear  anything 
around the  d i v i s i o n  headquarters  o r  i n  the  mess o r  anyplace 
which would i n d i c a t e  t h a t  one of t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t s  from 
the  123d Aviation B a t t a l i o n  repor ted  through h i s  channels 
t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  some unnecessary k i l l i n g  of women and c h i l d r e n  
i n  t h i s  a r e a  n o r t h e a s t  of Quang Ngai City? 

A. No, s ir .  The f i r s t  time I heard about t h a t  was 
when I read  it i n  the  papers.  I never heard it befo re  t h a t ,  
sir. I n  f a c t  t h e  whole My Lai  t h i n g  was a b i g  s u r p r i s e  t o  
me. I never ever  heard a rumor. 

Q. Well, l e t  me s e e  i f  you ever  heard of these .  Did 
you ever  hear  of Son My? Son My Vil lage? 

A. I was t r y i n g  t o  t h i n k  of the  name of a v i l l a g e  today 
t h a t  the  VC overran,  t h e  town over i n  the re .  T h a t ' s  the  only 
v i l l a g e  whose name--that and Kham Duc a r e  the  only two names 
of opera t ions .  

Q. Kham Duc is probably very damn c l e a r  i n  your mind. 

A. Those a r e  the  only two t h a t  I remember. 

Q. Y e s .  

3.. And 0r.e cp rrorth. 

Q Well, I d o n ' t  want you t o  c lose  your mind though:- 

A. No, s i x .  

Q. Because I ' l l  t e l l  you, and as s t r ange  as it may 
seem, t h e r e  are a h e l l  of a l o t  of people i n  your headquarters  
t h a t  knew t h i s .  

A. Well, i n  a l l  honesty I never heard of it. I heard 
of an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t h a t  was going on. 

Q. What d i d  you hear  about the  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A. I f i n d  ou t  now it was n o t  the  My Lai  t h i n g  but  w e  
were t o l d  t h e r e  was an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  going on and t h a t  we 
should t ake  every e f f o r t  t o  avoid f ind ing  o u t  anything about 
it because we might poss ib ly  be on a cour t -mar t ia l .  
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Q. What was t h a t ?  

A. This I c a n ' t  say,  sir;  it involves ac I found out  
  
when I r e tu rned  t o  the  S t a t e s  an o f f i c e r  a l l e g e d l y  having a t -  
  
tacked a VC nurse ,  bu t  I didn 't know about it a t  the  time. 
 
Tha t ' s  t h e  only i n v e s t i g a t i o n  I ever  heard rumors o f .  
  

Q. Well, d i d  you e v e r  hear  of a conf ron ta t ion  t h a t  
took p lace  between an a v i a t i o n  element and fo rces  on the  ground, 
t o  the  p o i n t  where one h e l i c o p t e r  had machineguns t r a i n e d  on 
t h e  U.S .  f o rces?  

A. I 'm j u s t  t r y i n g  t o  remember. I never heard t h a t ,  
  
sir. 
 

Q. You never heard it. Did Colonel LEWIS, t he  chap-

l a i n ,  ever  come over  and t a l k  t o  you about something he 'd  
  
  
heard about t h e  k i l l i n g  of women and ch i ld ren?  
  
  

A. No, sir. 

Q. Did you ever  hear  of an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  about t h i s  
. time around t h e  end of March through the  end of May? 

A. No doubt, I d i d  not .  

Q. Did you ever  hear  of any Vie t  Cong propaganda which 
focused on Son My Vi l l age ,  i n  r e p r i s a l  f o r  something which may 
have taken p l a c e  by the  American fo rces  i n  t h a t  a r e a  i n  about 
mid-March 1 968? 

A. No, sir. 

10: Well, we apprec ia te  very much having you come i n .  
  
  
I w i l l  remind you t h a t  because of t h e  importance of t h i s  
  
  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  t h e  d i r e c t i v e  o r  warning which was i s sued  con-

cern ing  t a l k i n g ,  I 'd l i k e  t o  again cau t ion  you, i s  s t i l l  i n  
  
  
e f f e c t .  
  
  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. That i s  t o  say t h a t  you a r e  ordered n o t  t o  d i scuss  
  
your testimony he re ,  your d i scuss ion  here ,  with anybody, in- 

c luding  those  who have o r  may appear a s  witnesses .  
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A .  A l l  r i g h t ,  General. 

Q- Except of  course i n  t h e  performance of  o f f i c i a l  
duty  o r  i n  t h e  event  you a r e  r equ i red  t o  appear before  a 
competent admin i s t r a t ive ,  j u d i c i a l ,  o r  l e g i s l a t i v e  body. 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q- A l l  r i g h t .  Now why I say t h i s  l e g i s l a t i v e ,  t h e r e  
i s  a  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t ,  s i n c e  you have n o t  a l ready appeared 
t h e r e ,  t h a t  you might be c a l l e d  before  t h e  House Armed Services  
Committee. I'm only saying  t h a t  i f  you a r e  c a l l e d  by t h a t  
body o r  any o t h e r  comparable l e g i s l a t i v e  body, your appearance 
h e r e  t h i s  af ternoon o r  t h i s  evening would i n  no way prevent  
you from appearing t h e r e  and g iv ing  testimony. 

A.  I have heard of t h e  committee. I have n o t  been 
c a l l e d .  

10: Good; thank you very much. The hea r ing  w i l l  
r ecess  a t  t h i s  t ime. 

(The hea r ing  recessed a t  1858 hours ,  1 3  February 
1970.) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 
 
 

WITNESS: COMEAU, Robert F., Major 
 
 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 19 December 1969 
 
 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 
 


WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A
 


COUNSEL: None 
 


DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: Deputy Staff Judge 
 
 
Advocate, America1 Divi.sion. 
 
 

1. PRIOR TRAINING IN RULES OF LAND WARFARE. 
 
 

a. Training at America1 Division. 
 
 

In mid-December,the America1 Division established 
 
 
VI a program for briefing all incoming replacements. There 
5;" was a block of instruction on the Geneva conventions and 
 
4-L war crimes. Since Lhe 11th Infantry 3riszde w z s  slready 

in,country,it had benefited very little from this program 
 
as of 16 March 1968 (pg. 12). 
 

1-\. 
b. Prior to disembarking for Vietnam, the Geneva 
 
 

Conventions were a training subject conducted at the 
 
 
unit level by a non-JAG. This was required by regulation 
 
 
to be POR qualified (pgs. 12, 13). 
 
 

2. REPORTS OF INVESTIGATIONS. 
 


a. HENDERSON'S report (Exhibit R-1). 
 
 

COMEAU had never seen HENDERSON'S 24 April report 
 
 
until he came across it last summer as part of his official 
 
 
duties with the Office of the Judge Advocate General 
 
 
(pgs. 5, 7). Upon learning of the incident, COMEAU talked 
 
 
with Colonel JONES, the division SJA. either had any 
 
 
recollection of reports or the incident (pg. 4). 
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b. Descript ion of an America1 Division Inves t iga t ion  
a s  requi red  by MACV Direc t ive  20-4. 

Inves t iga t ions  under t h e  provis ions  of MACV 
Direc t ive  20-4  were subsequently conducted by t h e  
d i v i s i o n  on unre la ted  inc iden t s .  An i n v e s t i g a t i n g  o f f i c e r  
from ou t s ide  the  brigade was appointed (pg. 8) . his 
required  a s e n i o r  o f f i c e r  (pg. 7 ) .  He would have been 
b r i e f e d  a t  t h e  SJA o f f i c e  (pg. 6 ) .  Then the  o f f i c e r  would 
have received i n v e s t i g a t i v e  suppor t  from the  C I D  o f f i c e  
and ample t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  support  (pg. 7 ) .  

3 .  OTHER INFORMATION. 

a .  COMEAU was Deputy SJA from December 1967 u n t i l  
24 J u l y  1968. He was the  l l t h  Br igade ' s  J A , p r i o r  t o  
i t s  a r r i v a l  i n  Vietnam. He assumed t h e  job a s  d i v i s i o n  
SJA on 24 J u l y  1968 and continued u n t i l  7 December 1968 
(pg. 3) 

b.  There was an l l t h  Brigade reunion a t  Cameron c.4
S t a t i o n  i n  November 1969. A l l  of t h e  b a t t a l i o n  commanders :$ 

and o t h e r  personnel  i n  the  Washington a rea  were p resen t .  LC; 
Nothing i n d i c a t i n g  s p e c i f i c  knowledge was expressed,  only 
t h e i r  r eac t ions  t o  the  news r e p o r t s  of the  i n c i d e n t  (pg.2) .  

rl 
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E X H I B I T S  

EXHIBIT 
 
 
NUMBER DESCRIPTION ' NOTES PAGES 

R-1 HENDERSON 's R e p o r t  
' w i t  
t o n  

saw i n  Washing-
as p a r t  of 

official d u t i e s .  
4,5,7 

- BARKER' s R e p o r t  W i t  had n o t  seen .  6 
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December 
(The hear ing  reconvened 

1969. ) 
a t  1730 hours,  19 

10: The hear ing  w i l l  come t o  order .  

RCDR : The following named persons a r e  present :  
LTG PEERS MR WEST MR MACCRATE, MR WALSH, COL FRANKLIN 
COL MILLER, M A J  ZYCHOV7SK1, and M A J  LYNN. 

S i r ,  t h e  next wi tness  is Major Robert F. COMEAU. 

(MAJ COMEAU, was c a l l e d  as a  wi tness ,  
w a s  sworn, and t e s t i f i e d  as  fol lows :) 

RCDR : W i l l  you p lease  s t a t e  your f u l l  name, rank,  Soc ia l  
S e c u r i t y  number, o rgan iza t ion ,  and s t a t i o n ?  

Q Robert F. COMEAU, major,  Of f i ce  of 
t h e  Judge Advocate General ,  Department of t h e  Army, 
Washington, D. C . 
I 0 : Major COMEAU, before  we begin any of t h e  question ­
i n g  I w i l l  ask Colonel MILLER from t h e  o f f i c e  of the Judge 
Advocate General  t o  inform you of c e r t a i n  ma t t e r s .  

\ 

COL MILLER: Major COMEAU, t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was d i r e c t e d  
j o i n t l y  by t h e  Sec re ta ry  of t h e  Army and t h e  Chief of S t a f f ,  
United S t a t e s  Army, f o r  t h e  purpose of determining f a c t s  
and making f ind ings  and recommendations wi th  r e spec t  t o  t w o  
major ma t t e r s  : 

(1) t h e  adequacy o f  p r i o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  and 
i n q u i r i e s  i n t o ,  and subsequent reviews and r e p o r t s  wi th in  
t h e  chain  of command, of what is  now commonly r e f e r r e d  t o  
a s  t h e  My Lai  i n c i d e n t  of 1 6  March 1968, and 

( 2 )  p o s s i b l e  suppress ion  o r  withholding 
of informat ion  by any person who had a dutv t o  r e p o r t  
a n d , t o  f u r n i s h  information concerning t h e  My L a i  i nc iden t .  

The i n v e s t i g a t i o n  is  n o t  being conducted t o  
i n v e s t i g a t e  a l l  of  the  f a c t s  and circumstances of what 
a c t u a l l y  happened a t  My Lai .  It i s  d i r e c t e d  p r imar i ly  t o  
those s p e c i f i c  purposes which I j u s t  o u t l i n e d .  , 

W e  have had made a v a i l a b l e  t o  u s  and have reviewed 
many of t h e  o f f i c i a l  s ta tements  obta ined  from various wi tnesses  
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i n  o t h e r  o f f i c i a l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  of t h i s  i n c i d e n t .  

Today your testimony w i l l  be taken  under oa th .  
A verbatim record  w i l l  be made, and i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  
r e p o r t e r ' s  record  a t ape  recording w i l l  be made. 

Although t h e  g e n e r a l  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of the r e p o r t  
is  c o n f i d e n t i a l ,  i t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h e  tes t imony,  o r  a t  
l e a s t  p a r t s  of it, w i l l  become a mat t e r  of public-knowledge 
a t  some l a t e r  t i m e .  

You can s e e  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  a number of people i n  
the  room, and I ' d  l i k e  t o  acquain t  you wi th  them and t h e i r  
purposes and d u t i e s .  

F i r s t ,  of course,  is  General  PEERS who is t h e  
i n v e s t i g a t i n g  o f f i c e r  i n  t h e  case and who has t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  
of weighing t h e  evidence and making t h e  f i n d i n g s  and 
recommendations. This r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  i s  h i s  and h i s  a lone.  
On h i s  immediate l e f t  is  M r .  MACCRATE, a c i v i l i a n  a t t o r n e y  
who has been made a v a i l a b l e  by the  Sec re ta ry  of t h e  Army 
t o  a s s i s t  and advise General PEERS. Also a c i v i l i a n  
a t t o r n e y ,  immediately on your l e f t ,  i s  M r .  WALSH. On General  
PEERS' immediate r i g h t  i s  M r .  WEST from t h e  Of f i ce  of General 
Counsel, Department of t h e  Army. Colonel FRANKLIN and myself 
a r e  a l s o  a s s i s t a n t s .  Any one of us may, a t  one t i m e  o r  another ,  
ask you ques t ions .  

You a r e  ordered n o t  t o  d i scuss  t h e  testimony you 
g ive  i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  wi th  o t h e r s ,  inc lud ing  o t h e r  
wi tnesses  f o r  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  except i n  t h e  performance 
of your o f f i c i a l  duty o r  a s  you may be requ i red  s o  t o  do 
before  a competent admin i s t r a t ive ,  l e g i s l a t i v e ,  o r  j u d i c i a l  
body. 

Are you now under any o rde r  from t h e  m i l i t a r y  
judge i n  t h e  case of t h e  United S t a t e s  v. Calley? 

A. No, sir. 

Q I n  the even t  you should rece ive  an o r d e r  w i t I i  
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r e s p e c t  t o  your  testimony from him, o r  through him, your 
appearance he re  i n  no way a f f e c t s  t h a t  o rde r .  Do you 
have any ques t ions?  

A. N o ,  sir. 

10: Major COMEAU, what was your duty assignment on 
 
 
t h e  16 th  of  March 1968? 
 
 

A. I was t h e  deputy s t a f f  judge advocate of  t h e  
Americal Divis ion ,  s ir .  

Q - How long had you been i n  t h a t  capaci ty?  

A. Since some time i n  December 1967. I was t h e  
judge advocate of t h e  11th  I n f a n t r y  Brigade i n  Hawaii from 
August 1966 u n t i l  i t  deployed t o  Vietnam i n  December of 1967. 
A s  soon a s  t h e  br igade  a r r i v e d  i n  Vietnam and joined t h e  
Americal. Divis ion ,  t h e  br igade  judge advocate shops were then  
a s s i m i l a t e d  i n t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n  s t a f f  judge advocate ' s  o f f i c e ,  
and I moved t o  Chu Lai  a t  t h a t  time. 

Q - How long d i d  you remain i n  t h a t  capaci ty?  

A. U n t i l  t h e  24th of J u l y  1968 when I became t h e  
s t a f f  judge advocate,  and I remained i n  t h a t  capac i ty  u n t i l  
t h e  7 th  of  December 1968 when I r o t a t e d  from Vietnam. -
Q. I b e l i e v e  t h e r e  was a l s o  a pe r iod  subsequent t o  
Colonel JONES' depar tu re  and t h e  a r r i v a l  of  your new S J A  
when you served  a s  t h e  a c t i n g  J A  i n  h i s  absence. Is t h a t  
c o r r e c t ?  

A. I t  may have been about a day, s i r .  I t h i n k  it 
was about  a day. I remember t ak ing  one a c t i o n  as  t h e  J A .  
I t  was about t h e  3rd of  A p r i l  I t h i n k .  

Q. Since  t h e  My Lai  i n c i d e n t  broke i n  the  p r e s s  i n  
September, October,  have you had any conversa t ions  with 
anybod? concerning t h e  My La i  i n c i d e n t ?  

I 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q m  Persons who were a s s o c i a t e d  wi th  t h e  d i v i s i o n  o r  
wi th  any of t h e  u n i t s  wi th in  t h e  d i v i s i o n ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  I have. 
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Q Would you name those f o r  us?  

A .  I a t tended a 11th  Brigade reunion a t  Cameron 
S t a t i o n .  It  was, I ' b e l i e v e ,  i n  l a t e  November a t  which a l l  
of the  b a t t a l i o n  commanders and o t h e r  people i n  t h e  
Washington a r e a  were p resen t .  I was p a r t i c u l a r l y  cur ious  t o  
h e a r  what people s a i d  a t  t h a t  t ime,  having been involved 
o f f i c i a l l y  from t h e  Department of t h e  Army i n  f r i n g e s  of t h e  
ma t t e r .  A l l  it was was personal  r e a c t i o n .  There was nobody 
who i n d i c a t e d  anything concre te  t o  me, and I was p a r t 2 c u l a r l y  
looking f o r  it. I n  f a c t  I had my wife  l i s t e n  f o r  i t  a s  w e l l .  
Nobody could r e a l l y  put  t h e i r  f i n g e r  on any o f  t h e s e  t h i n g s .  
Nobody was t a l k i n g  about such th ings  a s  t h e  HENDERSON r e p o r t  
o r  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t h a t  might have been run a t  br igade  o r  
d i v i s i o n  l e v e l .  It was only r e a c t i o n s  t o  t h e  i n c i d e n t  i t s e l f  
and they were va r i ed .  

Q I n  what sense  were- they  va r i ed?  

A .  Well, some were pro-CALLEY and a g a i n s t  CALLEY. 
Of course ,  t h e  genera l  r e a c t i o n  was t h i s  i n c i d e n t  and a l l  
t he  p u b l i c i t y  a t t end ing  t o  it was s e r i o u s l y  de t r imen ta l  t o  
t h e  r e p u t a t i o n  of t h e  br igade  a s  a whole. Most of t h e  
r e a c t i o n s  were emotional ones; t h e  r e a l i t i e s  of  war and 
t h i s  s o r t  of t h i n g ,  a t tempting t o  f i n d  some s o r t  of way t o  
exp la in  it t o  t h e i r  own s a t i s f a c t i o n .  People w e r e  having a 
hard time w r e s t l i n g  with t h e i r  own consciences about it. 
We d i d n ' t  r e a l l y  g e t  i n t o - - i t  was d i f f i c u l t  f o r  me t o  
s p e c i f i c a l l y  ques t ion  people about whether they  knew about 
t h e  i n c i d e n t ,  whether any r e p o r t s  passed t h e i r  hands,  and 
whether they had a hand i n  d r a f t i n g  any of these  r e p o r t s  
and t h a t  s o r t  of th ing .  I d i d n ' t  ask those  s p e c i f i c  
ques t ions  and c e r t a i n l y  t h e r e  was no informat ion  volunteered  
t o  me. 

Q. You didn ' t  ask them? 

A. No, s ir .  I was a t  a  p a r t y  and I d i d n ' t  f e e l  it 
was appropr ia t e  s i n c e  I wasn ' t  conducting an inqu i ry .  

Q Have you had any o t h e r  d i scuss ions  with i n d i v i d u a l s  
from d i v i s i o n  headquarters?  

A .  Colonel J O N E S ,  who I be l i eve  has  a l ready t e s t i f i e d  
h e r e ,  and I t a l k e d  about i t  during t h e  f a l l  a few t i m e s  i n  
the  sense of examining each o t h e r ' s  r e c o l l e c t i o n s  t o  t r y  t o  
r e c o n s t r u c t  t h e  sequence, which was s o  long ago and was r i g h t  
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about  t h e  time of  h i s  depar tu re  and a f t e r  h i s  depar tu re ,  
  

t o  s e e  i f  e i t h e r  of  us might have heard from anybody. W e  
  

threw names a t  each o t h e r  of  people who were i n  o t h e r  p a r t s  
  

of  t h e  d i v i s i o n  s t a f f  such a s  the  G 2  and t h e  G 3  and t h e  I G  and 
 

people l i k e  t h i s  t h a t  might have brought it t o  o u r  a t t e n t i o n .  
  

And both  he and I ,  from t h e  o u t s e t  of t h e s e  conversa t ions ,  
  

had no r e c o l l e c t i o n  and c o u l d n ' t  come up with any r e c o l l e c t i o n  
  

a s  a r e s u l t .  Tha t ' s  e s s e n t i a l l y  it a s  f a r  a s  con tac t  wi th  
  

anybody. 
 


Q Well, o u r  nex t  ques t ion  i s  a follow-on t o  t h a t .  
  

Do you reca l l .  any inqu i ry ,  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  r e p o r t ,  o r  anything 
  

o f  t h a t  n a t u r e  concerning t h e  My Lai  i n c i d e n t  of 16 March 
 

1968? 
 


A. No, sir. The only t h i n g  t h a t  rang a b e l l  t o  me 
when I f i r s t  heard about t h e  c a s e ,  and I f i r s t  heard  about 
t h e  case  i n  mid-July of  t h i s  yea r  when Colonel WILSON of t h e  
i n s p e c t o r  g e n e r a l ' s  o f f i c e  came t o  our o f f i c e ,  t h e  Mi l i t a ry  
J u s t i c e  Divis ion  of  t h e  Off ice  of  The Judge Advocate General,  
seeking some l e g a l  advice about t h e  d i r e c t i o n  he  was headed 
i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  was t h e  following: A t  t h a t  t i m e  I 
read a l i t t l e  s ta tement  and one o r  two o t h e r s  and I was 
s t r u c k  immediately by t h e  f a c t - - f i r s t  o f  a l l  my r e a c t i o n  
was why d i d n ' t  I hea r  about t h i s  a t  t h e  time? My second 
r e a c t i o n  was t h a t  you've go t  a c r imina l  case  here .  Why
i s n ' t  tile Provost  ~ a r s n a iGenerai i n  on i t ?  1 recommended 
t h a t  he (Colonel WILSON) g e t  it over  t h e r e  immediately. 
Shor t ly  t h e r e a f t e r ,  a couple of weeks l a t e r ,  it was over 
i n  t h e  Provost  Marshal Genera l ' s  o f f i c e .  Sometime s h o r t l y  
t h e r e a f t e r  I read Colonel HENDERSON'S r e p o r t  when it 
came through wi th  one o f  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i v e  papers .  I 
r ead  it p a r t i c u l a r l y  with a view t o  n o t i c i n g  any language 
t h a t  might have been f a m i l i a r  o r  n i g h t  have i n d i c a t e d  
t o  m e  t h a t  I ' v e  seen t h i s  r e p o r t  be fo re ,  because I ' d  
worked f o r  Colonel HENDERSON f o r  a yea r  and a h a l f  before  
w e  went t o  Vietnam. I d e a l t  with him f requen t ly  when 
w e  were i n  Vietnam and it would appear t h a t  t h i s  might 
have been t h e  s o r t  of  t h i n g  t h a t  he  might have, on the  
way through,  stopped o f f  and shown me and t a l k e d  t o  me  
about.  Having read i t ,  it j u s t  d i d n ' t  s t r i k e  any f a m i l i a r  
chord wi th  me a t  a l l .  I t  was my r e a c t i o n  and it i s  now, 
t h a t  I never saw t h a t  r e p o r t  before  I saw it here  i n  
t h e  Pentagon. I had v i s i t e d  t h e  l l t h  Brigade on f i e l d  
v i s i t s .  I went on R&R t o  Hawaii about 2 days a f t e r  
t h e  i n c i d e n t  occurred and came back about a week l a t e r .  
It wasn ' t  u n t i l  a f t e r  t h e  24th of A p r i l ,  which was t h e  
d a t e  of  Colonel HENDERSON'S r e p o r t ,  a s  I r e c a l l ,  t h a t  
I next  went t o  Duc Pho t o  t h e  l l t h  Br igade ' s  headquar ters .  
Perhaps i f  I had been t h e r e  dur ing  
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t h e  meantime o r  dur ing  t h a t  pe r iod  i n  between he  would have 
s a i d ,  "By t h e  way, I have t h i s  r e p o r t . "  But, a t  no time d i d  
it come t o  my a t t e n t i o n  then o r  a f t e r  it was submit ted.  

Q- Did you e v e r  h e a r  o f  an o r a l  r e p o r t  of  inqu i ry?  

A. No, sir. Not u n t i l  I saw some of t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i v e  
f i l e s ,  b u t  n o t  over  t h a t  a t  a l l .  Never, sir. 

Q. I f  t h e r e  had been a  w r i t t e n  r e p o r t  of  an i n v e s t i ­
g a t ion ,  o r  a commander's i n q u i r y  i n t o  a  s i t u a t i o n  where 
some 20 t o  30 c i v i l i a n s  were k i l l e d ,  would t h i s  have normally 
been s e n t  t o  t h e  s t a f f  judge advocate ' s  o f f i c e  f o r  review? 

A. I f  it were an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  ordered  by MACV 
Direc t ive  20-4 ,  I b e l i e v e  it  i s ,  concerning i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of  
war crimes,  then  it would have gone out  with a formal 
appointment of an i n v e s t i g a t i n g  o f f i c e r  by t h e  d i v i s i o n  
commander, who was t h e  genera l  cour t -mar t ia l  convening 
a u t h o r i t y ,  and i n  a l l  l i k e l i h o o d  t h e  p repara t ion  of  t h a t  
appointment would have been done i n  t h e  SJA o f f i c e .  The 
o f f i c e r  would have been s e n t  over  f o r  a  b r i e f i n g  when he 
s t a r t e d  h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  This  r e p o r t ,  a s  I understand t h e  
circumstances,  was more of  a t a c t i c a l  ope ra t ion  type of t h i n g ,  
and I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  20-4 was appl ied .  I n  those  cases  i t ' s  
hard t o  t e l l .  Perhaps, i f  t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander f e l t  it 
was r e a l l y  something hard  a t  t h e  o u t s e t ,  i t  would be l o g i c a l  
f o r  him t o  r e f e r  it over  t o  us o r  w h e v e r  i n i t i a l l y  g o t  t h e  
r e p o r t  a t  d iv i s ion- - i f  it had been something hard  a t  t h e  
o u t s e t .  

Q *  Major COMEAU, I have here  a combat a c t i o n  r e p o r t  
da ted  28 March, from Task Force Barker. I would ask i f  you've 
e v e r  had an oppor tuni ty  t o  s e e  t h a t  i n  t h e  headquar ters  of 
t h e  America1 Divis ion?  

(I0 hands Exh ib i t  R-2, Combat Action Report, t o  
t h e  wi tness .  ) 

A.  No, sir. 

Q- I have he re ,  what we r e f e r  t o  now a s  ~ x h i b i t  R-1 
which i s  probably t h e  r e p o r t  of i n v e s t i g a t i o n  prepared by 
Colonel HENDERSON which was submit ted on t h e  24th of A p r i l  
which I b e l i e v e  you r e f e r r e d  t o  before .  When you s a w  t h e  
r e p o r t ,  d i d  it have t h e  two i n c l o s u r e s ?  
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( I 0  hands Exhibi t  R-1  t o  t h e  wi tness  .) 

A. I r e c a l l  s ee ing  t h e  second i n c l o s u r e ,  sir. I 
d o n ' t  r e c a l l  s ee ing  t h e  f i r s t  one, although it may w e l l  have 
been i n  t h e  f i l e .  A s  I say ,  I saw it here  i n  t h e  Pentagon. 
I d i d  n o t  s e e  it i n  t h e  America1 Divis ion.  

Q- You were n o t  made p r ivy  t o  t h i s  r e p o r t  while  you 
were wi th  t h e  Americal? 

A. No, sir. 

Q- Reading t h e  attachment,  Inc losure  1, do you cons ider  
t h e  a l l e g a t i o n  i n  paragraph 2 t o  be of s u f f i c i e n t  mer i t  t h a t  
it would of n e c e s s i t y  have t o  be r epor ted  t o  MACV a s  an 
a l l e g a t i o n  o f  a  war crime? 

(The wi tness  reads  over  paragraph 2 of  Exh ib i t  R-1 . )  

A. I would say s o ,  s i r .  I t h i n k  I ' d  t a l k  t o  t h e  
Vietnamese o f f i c i a l s  concerned and g e t  them t o  e x p l a i n  what 
they  meant by "ga ther ing ,"  bu t  on t h e  face  of t h a t  it looks 
l i k e  they a r e  t a l k i n g  about k i l l i n g  people who were in--"They 
moved them from t h e  b a t t l e f i e l d , "  and e s p e c i a l l y  when you a r e  
t a l k i n g  about c h i l d r e n  and women who were disarmed and p u t  
a s i d e  someplace and t a l k i n g  about "ga ther ing .  " When t h a t  
happens, i n  my opin ion ,  they then  become p r o t e c t e d  persons,  
s o  t h e  phys ica l  v io lence  exe rc i sed  a g a i n s t  them i s  i n  v i o l a t i o n  
o f  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  law and i s  a war crime. Whether a t  t h i s  p o i n t ,  
and j u s t  see ing  t h a t  paragraph with noth ing  more, I would have 
repor ted  it immediately on t h a t  b a s i s  t o  MACV, I ' m  no t  s u r e .  
I know t h a t  MACV would come back and would want some more 
f a c t s ,  s o  I t h i n k  I would be i n c l i n e d  t o  g e t  them r i g h t  away 
be fo re  I turned  i n  t h e  r e p o r t .  

Q - Your one p o i n t  was t h a t  you would want t o  t a l k  t o  
t h e  people? 

A. I wouldn ' t  n e c e s s a r i l y  want t o  t a l k  t o  a l l  t h e  
people.  I would want t o  t a l k  t o  t h e  people t h a t  said-- the 
v i l l a g e  ch ie f  o r  t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f .  

Q - According t o  paragraph 3 of t h e  r e p o r t  of i n v e s t i ­
g a t i o n ,  it i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h i s  ma t t e r  had been d iscussed  with 
t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f  who pu t s  no credence i n  it. 

That  wouldn't  be enough. 
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Q- A t  th i s  s t a g e  of t h e  game, assuming t h a t  this 
r e p o r t  w a s  considered u n s a t i s f a c t o r y ,  t h a t  it d i d  n o t  pro­
v i d e  t h e  r e q u i s i t e  information and d e t a i l s ,  and a formal 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  w a s  ordered ,  what would be t h e  normal process?  

A. . A s e n i o r  o f f i c e r  would be appointed by t h e  divi­
s i o n  commander. I n c i d e n t a l l y ,  I ' m  r e l a t i n g  t h i s  process  
r e l y i n g  no t  only  on my exper ience  wi th  t h e  r e g u l a t i o n s ,  b u t  
or  another  i n c i d e n t  which w e  r a n  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  on under 
this MACV d i r e c t i v e  about June i n  another  br igade .  I n  t h a t  
case ,  a  f u l l  co lonel  was appointed as  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  
o f f i c e r .  The resources  of  t h e  cr iminal  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  detach ­
ment of t h e  d i v i s i o n  were made a v a i l a b l e  t o  him a s  w e r e  the 
resources  of t h e  s t a f f  judge advocate ' s  o f f i c e .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  
he had a l l  k inds  of admin i s t r a t ive  and t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  sup­
p o r t .  W e  went i n t o  a full-blown i n v e s t i g a t i o n  which meant 
con tac t ing  everybody t h a t  might know anything about it and 
g e t t i n g  s ta tements  from them. Where w e  could,  w e  uncovered 
l i v i n g  v ic t ims  o r  l i v i n g  wi tnesses  who were n o t  s u b j e c t s  
about t h e  p ~ s s i b i l i t yof conducting l ineups  f o r  i d e n t i f i ­
c a t i o n  and t h i s  s o r t  of th ing .  It would be a f u l l - s c a l e  
i n v e s t i g a t i v e  e f f o r t .  They would pu t  t h e  o t h e r  normal 
c r iminal  i n v e s t i g a t i v e  e f f o r t s  on t h e  back burner .  LW 

3Q I n  a s i t u a t i o n  such a s  t h i s ,  where you have an 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  going on w i t h i n  a u n i t  o r  say a  b r igade ,  would 
it be normal t o  s e l e c t  an o f f i c e r  from t h e  br igade  o r  t o  
d i r e c t  the  brigade t o  c ~ f i d u c ti t s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  t=: 

A. I th ink  n o t ,  sir.  No, sir ,  it  wouldn't .  For one 
reason,  i n  o rde r  t o  mainta in  complete i m p a r t i a l i t y  i n  t h e  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  The second reason i s  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  everybody 
i n  t h a t  br igade  i s n ' t  going t o  be involved i n  t h a t  i n v e s t i ­
g a t i o n .  That br igade  s t i l l  has  a mission t o  perform, and it 
is  a l s o  important  no t  t o  completely t a k e  t h e  br igade ou t  of 
a c t i o n  by tak ing  s e n i o r  o f f i c e r s  i n  the  br igade  f o r  t h e  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  For i n s t a n c e ,  t h e  company involved may have 
t o  be put  on an extended s t and  down i n  o rde r  t o  conduct t h e  
investigation--maybe even a whole b a t t a l i o n ,  and o t h e r  u n i t s  
a r e  going t o  have t o  t a k e  up t h e  s l a c k .  So, i t ' s  a combina­
t i o n  0.f an i m p a r t i a l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and minimizing t h e  combat 
e f f e c t i v e n e s s  of t h e  br igade .  It should be someone from the 
o u t s i d e ,  and a l l  your i n v e s t i g a t i v e  resources  should be from 
t h e  ou t s ide .  

Q Sometime during t h e  month of May and g e n e r a l l y  i n  
t h e  time frame from maybe t h e  5 t h  of May t o  t h e  2 0 t h  of May, 
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d id  Colonel HENDERSON o r  Colonel BARKER come t o  you t o  ask 
f o r  some a s s i s t a n c e  o r  poss ib ly  guidance i n  the conduct of 
the formal i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A. Not with enough s p e c i f i c i t y  t h a t  I knew what i t  
was about. Normally, e i t h e r  a t  Duc Pho o r  up a t  d i v i s i o n ,  
when they  came f o r  some l e g a l  advice ,  they o f t e n  came t o  me 
because we worked toge the r  a t  br igade .  They would b r ing  up 
something l i k e  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o r  some o t h e r  problem, but 
usual ly  they would go i n t o  it enough s o  t h a t  w e  knew what w e  
were t a l k i n g  about,  o r  e l s e  I would ask enough s o  t h a t  I 
knew what we were t a l k i n g  about because t h e r e  a r e  i n v e s t i ­
g a t ions  and then t h e r e  a r e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s .  I t  i s  p r e t t y  hard  
t o  g ive  t h e  proper advice un less  you know what k ind  of inves ­
t i g a t i o n  you a r e  being asked about.  I t ' s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  I 
was asked f o r  and d i d  provide advice on t h e  admin i s t r a t ive  
aspects  of t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  b u t  i t I s  s o r t  of un l ike ly .  

Q. NoF?, l e t  me ask you some r a t h e r  t h e o r e t i c a l  ques ­
t i o n s  t o  g e t  your b e s t  judgment on. I f  a w r i t t e n  r e p o r t  of 
a s i t u a t i o n  came i n  and came i n t o  t h e  o f f i c e  of t h e  chief  of 
s t a f f  and the  commanding g.enera1, where would you expect t o  
l o c a t e  such a document? 

A. Tha t ' s  hard t o  s a y ,  s ir .  

Q. Would t h e r e  be a l o g i c a l  r e p o s i t o r y  f o r  i t ?  

A. I f  t h e  r e p o r t  was going t o  end a t  d i v i s i o n  you 
mean? I f  it wasn ' t  going t o  be forwarded on h igher?  I n  
o t h e r  words, you a r e  t a l k i n g  about t h e  o r i g i n a l  r e p o r t  t h a t  
ends a t  t h e  d i v i s i o n  and t h e  d i v i s i o n  i s  t h e  f i n a l  addressee? 

Q Y e s .  

A. I t  would normally be f i l e d ,  it seems t o  me, i n  t h e  
s t a f f  s e c t i o n  t h a t  had t h e  primary a rea  of i n t e r e s t .  A r t i l ­
l e r y  overshoots ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  would go r i g h t  t o  t h e  G 3 .  
Some i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  of a r t i l l e r y  overshoots  which r e s u l t e d  
i n  o f f i c e r  A r t i c l e  1 5 ' s  would wind up i n  our  f i l e s .  Funds 
would go t o  t h e  G 1  and t h i s  s o r t  of th ing .  I t  depends on 
t h e  func t iona l  a rea  of primary i n t e r e s t  i n  the i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  
The func t iona l  i n t e r e s t  of t h e  s t a f f  judge advocate i n  g e t t i n g  
involved wi th  i n v e s t i g a t i v e  r e p o r t s  i s  when we a re  t a l k i n g  
about d i s c i p l i n a r y  a c t i o n  and it would fol low thereupon. 
With re spec t  t o  t h e  o t h e r  MACV 20-4 at was run ,  t h e  war 
crimes i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t h a t  was ' run,  copies  of t h a , t ,  t h e  
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d i v i s i o n ' s  copies  of t h a t ,  w e r e  i n  the SJA's s a f e  t o  be for ­
warded on t o  h igher  headquar ters .  W e  had the a c t i o n .  There 
w e r e  a series of cour t -mar t ia l s  t h a t  followed thereupon, and 
t h e r e  w e r e  p a r t s  of  t h e  f i l e  t h a t  w e  used i n  t h a t  series o f  
court-mart ia ls .  Unless d i s c i p l i n a r y  a c t i o n  fo l lows it would 
probably wind up i n  another  s t a f f  s e c t i o n .  One like t h i s  
could wind up i n  e i t h e r  G 3  because of t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  over ­
tones  o r  i n  G 5  because of t h e  c i v i l  a f f a i r s  overtones.  It 
could conceivably o r  u l t i m a t e l y  wind up i n  our  o f f i c e  i f  a 
fo re ign  claim was i n i t i a t e d ,  But, i f  a fo re ign  claim w e r e  
i n i t i a t e d ,  it would go through Vietnamese channels t o  a 
MACV claims o f f i c e ,  t h e  n e a r e s t  one of which w a s  Danang, 
Then they xould be s e n t  back down t o  us  t o  g a t h e r  informa­
t i o n .  We a r e n ' t  t h e  o f f i c e  of record  on t h a t .  We a r e n ' t  a 
fo re ign  claims approval o f f i c e  nor a r e  w e  t h e  f i n a l  o f f i c e  
of record.  Also, i f  it w e r e  a fo re ign  claim, t h i s  would 
f a l l  under the  combat claims exclus ion  and probably wouldn't  
g e t  o f f  t h e  ground t o  begin with.  It  may n o t  have g o t t e n  to  
us f o r  t h a t  reason. Those a r e  t h e  only reasons it would 
have g o t t e n  t o  us. 

Q Well, t h i s  same l o g i c  could be appl ied  t o  even 
what might be termed a s  a formal r e p o r t ?  

A. Because of t h e  way a formal r e p o r t  u s u a l l y  g e t s  
s t a r t e d  and because of t h e  J A  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  a war 
crime i n v e s t i g a t i o n  by t h e  MACV r e g u l a t i o n ,  it is  u s u a l l y  
forwarded through J A  channels and a f i l e  copy i s  dropped 
o f f  a t  J A  along the  way. 

I0 : M r .  MACCRATE? 

MR MACCRATE: You have i n  f r o n t  of you, Major COMEAU, 
Exhib i t  R-1.  J u s t  t ak ing  your genera l i zed  comment t o  t h a t  
s p e c i f i c  document, where, i f  you were going i n t o  t h e  d i v i ­
s i o n  headquar ters ,  would you at tempt  t o  f i n d  t h a t  document? 

A .  F i r s t ,  because t h i s  document was r e t r i e v e d  from 
t h e  S2 o f f i c e ,  the  cover i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  i t  was r e t r i e v e d  
from the  S2 i n  the  b r igade ,  I would probably f i r s t  look i n  
t h e  G 2  of the  d i v i s i o n .  I f  I d i d n ' t  know it had come from 
t h e  S2 o f f i c e  I wouldn't  look t h e r e .  I would be i n c l i n e d  t o  
look i n  G 3  o r  poss ib ly  G 5  because w e  a r e  t a l k i n g  about some­
t h i n g  t h a t  was concluded t o  be a propaganda campaign, and 
because of t h e  involvement of Vietnamese c i v i l i a n s ,  I t h i n k ,  
I might look i n  G 5 .  
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10: ~ n y t h i n gf u r t h e r ?  

MR MACCRATE: No. 

10: Colonel MILLER? 

COL MILLER: Suppose t h i s  had come t o  your a t t e n t i o n  o r  some­
body had showed it t o  you while  you were t h e r e .  What do you 
th ink  your recommendation would have been wi th  r e spec t  t o  t h e  
i n i t i a t i o n  of a formal r e p o r t  a t  t h a t  t ime,  and again t h i s  i s  
a hypo the t i ca l  ques t ion?  

A. I haven ' t  read t h i s  f o r  some t ime.  My r e a c t i o n  
the f i r s t  time I read it was where a r e  t h e  s t a t ements ,  i s  
t h i s  a l l ,  t h e r e  must be more, and where a r e  t h e  s ta tements  
t h a t  were taken  i n  t h e s e  in te rv iews ,  and t h e  backup t h a t  
went i n t o  t h i s  th ing .  I would look f o r  t h a t  f i r s t .  

Q. Assume t h a t  t h a t  i s  t h e  r e p o r t  t h a t  comes i n  and 
t h a t ' s  what you've got .  

A. Like I s a y ,  I would go back t o  t h e  o r i g i n a t o r  
f i r s t  and reques t  t h e  backup. I d o n ' t  mean any b i g  formal 
demand. I 'd  c a l l  o n  t h e  phone and I 'd  say : "Where ' s t h e  
backup," o r  I ' d  b r i n g  it down t o  Duc Pho and s e e  i f  t h e s e  
people had made w r i t t e n  s ta tements .  I ' d  t a l k  t o  t h e  
people sad look i n t o  a l i t t l e  ii-iors of these r e p o r t s  t h a t  
were descr ibed  i n  t h e  r e p o r t .  

Q You've read t h e  r e p o r t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q Is t h a t  t h e  s o r t  of t h i n g  t h a t ,  had it come i n t o  
t h e  d i v i s i o n  when you were t h e r e ,  you would expect  t o  be 
n o t i f i e d  about o r  brought i n t o ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  cons ider ing  
Inc losure  l ?  

A. Yes, sir. I would expect  t o  have been brought i n  
on it. 

Q. Tha t ' s  a l l  I have. 

MR. MACCRATE: Major COMEAU, you d i d  mention t h a t  you were 
a c t i n g  J A  on one day and you d i d  confer  with General KOSTER 
on t h a t  day. I assume t h a t  had nothing t o  do with- ­

(COMEAU) 11 APP T-29' 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
 




FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
 
 

A. ( In te rpos ing)  N o ,  s ir .  That w a s  a cour t -mar t ia l  
case and it w a s  ready f o r  t h e  g e n e r a l ' s  a c t i o n  and h e  wanted 
t o  g e t  it i n  on t h e  day I happened t o  be t h e  a c t i n g  JA. 

10: Major COMEAU, before  w e  te rminate  t h i s  hea r ing  w e  
w i l l  g ive you an oppor tuni ty  t o  make any s ta tement  you would 
d e s i r e  t o  make i f  you have any s ta tement  t o  make. Also, w e  
wculd requesL t h a t  i f  any time i n  t h e  f u t u r e  any of t h i s  
might poss ib ly  come back i n  your mind that might have pos- 
s i b l y  s l i p p e d  from your mind, o r  i f  you can recall any docu­
ments, maps, photos,  o r  any k ind  of m a t e r i a l  t h a t  might be  
of a s s i s t a n c e  t o  u s ,  w e  would apprec ia te  having it. 

A. Are you i n t e r e s t e d  a t  a l l  i n  t h e  t r a i n i n g  aspects?  

I0: W e  are very much i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  t r a i n i n g  
aspec t s .  W e  a r e  going i n t o  it i n  some d e t a i l  a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  
time and wi ' l  be going i n t o  g r e a t e r  d e t a i l  i n  it i n  the 
fu tu re .  

A. I ' v e  g o t  a l i t t l e  b i t  of information on it, b u t  
n o t  a whole l o t .  

This  has  come up i n  our  s t a f f  work h e r e  i n  t h e  LC, 

b u i l d i n g  and o t h e r  ques t ions  have been r a i s e d  about t h e  
adequacy of t h e  t r a i n i n g .  The ques t ion  of what t r a i n i n g  
w a s  given i n  Vietnam came up i n  p a r t i c u l a r .  T-! 

I n  t h e  America1 Divis ion ,  i n  about mid-December, 
we e s t a b l i s h e d  a program f o r  t h e  b r i e f i n g  of a l l  incoming 
replacements. They went t o  t h e  America1 combat c e n t e r ,  
which was our replacement traini 'ng c e n t e r ,  f o r  about a week. 
This  had been going on f o r  some time. I n  about mid-December 
we s t a r t e d  a block of i n s t r u c t i o n  on t h e  Geneva Conventions 
and war crimes. This  was about an hour and was conducted 
by a judge advocate.  I t  followed immediately t h e  g e n e r a l ' s  
welcome t o  t roops  coming t o  t h e  combat cen te r .  

' /  I 

The 11th  Brigade had already a r r i v e d  i n  country 
and I be l i eve  were no t  t h e  b e n e f i c i a r i e s  of t h i s  t r a i n i n g ,  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  Company C ,  which was t h e  advance pa r ty  f o r  t h e  
br igade .  But any f i l l e r s  t h a t  t h e  brigade got  from t h e  
middle of December on got  t h i s  t r a i n i n g .  I d o n ' t  have t h e  
lesson plan f o r  t h i s  t r a i n i n g .  They a re  a v a i l a b l e  i n  t h e  
s t a f f  judge advocate 's  o f f  i c e  i n  Vietnam. 

(COMEAU) APP T-29 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

0-1 



I 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
 
 

During my t e n u r e  t hey  were k e p t  i n  a loose  l e a f  notebook 
e n t i t l e d ,  "Geneva Conventions" which w e  k e p t  r e a d i l y  a v a i l a b l e  
because j u s t  about  everyday one o f  o u r  c a p t a i n s  o r  myself were 
going down t o  g i v e  t h i s  i n s t r u c t i o n .  Inc luded  i n  t h i s  b r i e f -  
i n g  w e r e  some o f  t h e  w a r  s t o r i e s  t h a t  are t o l d  ahout m a l t r e a t -  
ment, ear c u t t i n g ,  dropping people  o u t  o f  h e l i c o p t e r s ,  and t h i s  
s o r t  of  t h i n g  wi th  s p e c i f i c  r e f e r e n c e s  t o  t h e  a r t i c l e s  of t h e  
code t h a t  t hey  invo lve .  W e  a l s o  covered t h e  obedience of  
o r d e r s  q u e s t i o n ,  which i s  one t h a t  i s  n o t  covered t o o  widely 
i n  i n s t r u c t i o n  e lsewhere  f o r  t h e  s imple  reason  t h a t  i f  you 
s tar t  t o  i n s t r u c t  on t h i s  i s s u e  back i n  t h e  United S t a t e s  i n  
b a s i c  t r a i n i n g ,  you run i n t o  people  t h a t  i n t e r p r e t  d i sobedience  
of i l l e g a l  o r d e r s  as j u s t i f y i n g  t h e i r  n o t  g e t t i n g  h a i r c u t s  
and t h i s  s o r t  of  t h i n g .  Over t h e r e  we thought  i t  was neces sa ry  
t o  t a c k l e  it, and w e  d i d  t a c k l e  i t ,  somewhat c a r e f u l l y ,  and 
t a i k e d  i n  terms o f  t h e  o r d e r  t h a t  i s  obvious ly  i l l e g a l  t o  
anybody w i t h  common sense  such as t a k i n g  a p r i s o n e r  o u t  and 
k i l l i n g  him and t h i s  s o r t  of  t h i n g .  The e x a c t  t i m e  of  t h i s  
i n s t r u c t i o n  could  be t r a c k e d  and marr ied  up w i t h  t h e  b r i g a d e ' s  
p roces s ing  t ime and can be found i n  t h e  SJA f i l e s  under 
f i l e  symbol 204-05.1, O r i e n t a t i o n  and B r i e f i n g  F i l e s  P e r t a i n i n g  
t o  t h e  Geneva Convention. There i s  a s e p a r a t e  f i l e  f o l d e r  on 
it. There i s  o t h e r  material a v a i l a b l e  i n  t h e  SJA o f f i c e  under 
f i l e  number 401-02, which i s  t h e  l e g a l  op in ion  f i l e s  and 
covers  many c a t e g o r i e s  under t h e  s u b t i t l e  of  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  
Law, which i s  once aga in  a s e p a r a t e  f o l d e r .  The f i l e  d e a l i n g  
w i t h  enemy p r i s o n e r  of war p r o c e s s i n g  and c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  
which a l s o  had some o f f s h o o t s  i n t o  t h i s  area i s  under ' f i l e  
symbol 509-01. I would guess t h a t  a l o t  o f  t h e s e  f i l e s  h a v e n ' t  
been r e t i r e d ,  b u t  have been k e p t  on because 'of t h e  r e c u r r i n g  
n a t u r e  o f  t h e  problem. A s  I s a y ,  t h e  l e s s o n  o u t l i n e  f o r  t h e  
Geneva Convention i n s t r u c t i o n  i s  i n  a l o o s e  l e a f  notebook, o r  
w a s  i n  a l o o s e  l e a f  notebook, i n  one o f  t h e s e  p l a s t i c  covers  
s o  t h a t  it cou ld  be used r e a d i l y .  Now, on t h e  Geneva Convention 
i n s t r u c t i o n ,  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  normal requirement  f o r  it of 
once a y e a r  as I r e c a l l ,  t h e r e  was a message t h a t  came o u t  
from t h e  Department o f  t h e  Army, d a t e d  June  of  1967. This  
added t h e  Hague and Geneva Conventions a s  an a d d i t i o n a l  s u b j e c t  
f o r  POR p r o c e s s i n g  under AR 612-35. This  w a s  a  message change. 
I n  t h e  cou r se  o f  o u r  POR.processing t h e r e  w e r e  a l o t  of  n i g h t  
c l a s s e s  g iven ,  and I have checked wi th  o u r  war ran t  o f f i c e r ,  
who was our  personne l  war ran t  f o r  t h e  b r i g a d e ,  i n v o l v i n g  t h e  
POR e n t r i e s ,  and he remembers p o s t i n g  t h i s  Geneva Convention. 
H e  remembers t h a t  it was added i n  as one o f  t h e  evening c l a s s e s .  
I t  w a s n ' t  conducted by a J A .  I t  was conducted a s  a u n i t  t h i n g  
o r  t ype  o f  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  There i s  r e a l l y  no s p e c i f i c  
i n d i c a t i o n  o f  what was t a u g h t  e x a c t l y  t o  any u n i t  du r ing  t h a t  
p a r t i c u l a r  t ype  t r a i n i n g .  

(COMEAU) APP T-29 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
 



1, 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
 

10: This  would be e n t e r e d  on an i n d i v i d u a l ' s  records? 

A .  I t  was e n t e r e d  on a POR s h e e t ,  which I understand, 
through t a l k i n g  t o  Warrant O f f i c e r  MIDDLETON, who was our 
admin warrant  t h e r e ,  was r o u t i n e l y  destroyed when they g e t  i n  
country.  This i s  n o t  one of t h e  e n t r i e s  t h a t  a r e  requi red  
t o  be on t h e  DA Form 2 0 .  Only t h e  annual Geneva Convention 
e n t r y  i s  requi red  t o  be updated i n  p e n c i l ,  s o  it would 
probably be impossible  t o  f i n d  o u t  whether a given i n d i v i d u a l  
who went t o  Vietnam with t h e  l l t h  Brigade got t h i s  i n s t r u c t i o n  
t h a t  I j u s t  descr ibed ,  except  by h i s  own i n d i c a t i o n  o r  t h e  
i n d i c a t i o n  of t h e  S 3  o r  someone l i k e  t h e  t r a i n i n g  NCO o r  some­
one l i k e  t h a t .  

Q Did you ever  have t h e  opportuni ty t o  check i n t o  
t h e  t r a i n i n g  t h a t  was given by t h e  3d Brigade of t h e  4th 
I n f a n t r y  Divis ion which was a t  t h a t  time l o c a t e d  i n  Duc Pho 
and whose p lace  was being taken by t h e  l l t h  Brigade a s  s o r t  
of a s i s t e r  u n i t ?  

t h a t  provided by t h e  3d Brigade of t h e  4th which served 

A. You mean t h e  t r a i n i n g  t h a t  they were g iv ing  t o  
t h e  l l t h ?  

Q Yes. The i n i t i a l  i n d o c t r i n a t i o n  i n t o  t h e  country,  
was 

a s  t h e  s i s t e r  u n i t  t o  t h e  11th .  

A .  No, s ir .  Within a ma t t e r  of a day o r  two a f t e r  I 
got  i n t o  country,  I went t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n  and was involved i n  
d i v i s i o n  problems r i g h t  away, one of which was t h i s  combat 
c e n t e r  f o r  t r a i n i n g ,  and I r e a l l y  d o n ' t  know s p e c i f i c a l l y  
what was done wi th  t h e  l l t h  Brigade. 

Q Well, t h a t  information w i l l  prove most h e l p f u l  t a  
u s ,  I am s u r e ,  although a s  you i n d i c a t e ,  it may not  have 
a p p l i c a t i o n  t o  c e r t a i n  u n i t s  of t h e  l l t h  Brigade. We w i l l  have 
t o  check i n t o  t h a t ,  b u t  a s  f a r  a s  t h e  t r a i n i n g  as  it developed 
i s  concerned, i t  w i l l  be most h e l p f u l  t o  us.  

A .  Also, s i r ,  I d o n ' t  have a lesson plan f o r  t h e  
Americal. I do have u p s t a i r s  f o ~one t h e  4th Divis ion on 
Geneva Conventions and war crimes t h a t  I got  i n  The Judge 
Advocate General ' s  School course a s  p a r t  of a packet ,  bu t  I 
h a v e n ' t  been a b l e  t o  f i n d  t h e  one t h a t  we a c t u a l l y  used. 

10: Does anybody e l s e  have any ques t ions?  

MR MACCRATE: Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of any d i s c i p l i n a r y  
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mat ters  f o r  C/1/20 t h a t  may have come t o  your a t t e n t i o n  
  

t h a t  might have had any relevance f o r  our  cons ide ra t ion  as  an 
 

i n d i c a t i o n  of how d i s c i p l i n a r y  problems w i t h i n  t h a t  company 
 

might have been handled? 
 


A. I recall some combat r e f u s a l s  from t h a t  company, sir .  
These people refused  t o  go back o u t  i n  t h e  f i e l d  once they g o t  
i n  t h e  r e a r  a rea .  I t  was my r e c o l l e c t i o n  t h a t  i n  C/1/20, i n  
f a c t  I t a lked  t o  Colonel BEERS about t h i s  whi le  I was over  
t h e r e ,  what was done genera l ly  was t o  handle them by 
non j u d i c i a l  punishment, b a t t a l i o n  l e v e l  non j u d i c i a l  p w i s h ­
rnent as  much a s  he could,  t o  t r y  t o  g e t  t h e  man back i n t o  t h e  
f i e l d .  That was t h e  o b j e c t  of t h e  e x e r c i s e  r a t h e r  than  keep 
him down i n  Long Binh j a i l  f o r  h i s  whole t o u r .  Let  me look 
through t h i s .  I have a summary of t h e  genera l  cour t -mar t ia l  
cases  he re  with me. I do r e c a l l ,  s i r ,  t h a t  GRUVER, one of t h e  
people t h a t  has  been on TV and i n  t h e  newspapers, went t o  t h e  
Long Range P a t r o l  Detachment and he  was t r i e d  and convicted by 
s p e c i a l  cour t -mar t ia l  f o r  some s o r t  of a f a i l u r e  t o  obey o r d e r s .  
It was a v i o l ~ t i o nof A r t i c l e  9 2  of t h e  code. I t  may have 
been o f f - l i m i t s  o r  it may have been t h e  f a i l u r e  t o  obey some 
o f f i c e r ' s  orders .  This was whi le  he was w i t h  t h e  Long Range 
P a t r o l .  A s  I r e c a l l ,  Lieutenant  CALLEY a l s o  went t o  t h e  Long 
Range P a t r o l  Detachment. I d o n ' t  know whether GRUVER was 
t h e r e  a t  t h e  same time o r  n o t ,  o r  whether t h e r e  was any d i r e c t  
involvement. 

Q Was t h i s  t h e  d i v i s i o n  LRRP? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q RIDENHOUR a l s o  belonged t o  t h a t ,  d i d n ' t  he? 0 

A. Yes, sir.  RIDENHOUR d o e s n ' t  r i n g  a b e l l  a t  a l l ,  sir .  
I remember when I saw t h e  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  of CARTER, t h e  man t h a t  
s h o t  h i s  f o o t .  I remember t h e r e  being a case  and I thought  i t  
was C/1/20 and I remember a case  on a man who a l l eged ly  s h o t  
himself i n  t h e  f o o t .  We forwarded charges t o  Camp Zama where 
he had been medevacsd. I checked s i n c e  with Colonel BEERS and 
he i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  it wasn ' t  CARTER. I f u r t h e r  checked with 
TAG Casualty Branch and found from a l i n e  of duty i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
r e p o r t  t h a t  CARTER was i n j u r e d  i n  t h e  l i n e  of duty as  a r e s u l t  
of an acc ident .  There was no i n d i c a t i o n  of d i s c i p l i n a r y  a c t i o n .  
S i r ,  I d o n ' t  have anything e l s e .  

' 10: This hear ing  w i l l  r ecess  a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  t ime. 

(The hearing recessed  a t  1815 hours ,  19 December 
 

1969 .) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: CRESWELL, C a r l  E. 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 12 January 1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: Chaplain,  Div is ion  
A r t i l l e r y ,  America1 Div is ion .  

1. VISIT WITH BARKER AT THE TOC. 

E i t h e r  on 16 March o r  t h e  day a f t e r ,  he v i s i t e d  wi th  
L ieu tenan t  Colonel BARKER b r i e f l y  a t  t h e  Task Force TOC. 
BARKER was t a l k i n g  wi th  h i s  execu t ive  o r  o p e r a t i o n s  o f f i c e r  
whom t h e  w i t n e s s  recognized a s  Major CALHOUN (pgs. 3 ,4225).  

The a t t i t u d e  i n  t h e  TOC was h o s t i l e .  Sn ipe r  f i r e  had 
been r e c e i v e d  i n  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  a r e a  and they  were going t o  
go in and c l e a n  it o u t  (pg. 4).' 

2 .  THOMPSON'S DISCUSSION WITH CRESWELL. 

Warrant O f f i c e r  THOMPSON saw F a t h e r  XRESWELL on 
16 March o r  p o s s i b l y  17 March 1968. THOlMPSON was very  
u p s e t  and angry (pg. 5 )  . He r e l a t e d  t o  CRESWELL a 
f a i r l y  complete account  o f  what he had seen  (pgs.  5-71, 
i n c l u d i n g  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  a f t e r  evacua t ing  c i v i l i a n s ,  t h e  
i n f a n t r y  f i r e d  on t h o s e  remaining (pg. 6 )  . CRESWELL 
became angry because he b e l i e v e d  THOMPSON'S s t o r y  (pg .6 ) .  

CFtESWELL1s d e c i s i o n  w a s  t h a t  THOMPSON should  lodge an 
o f f i c i a l  p r o t e s t  i n  command channels  and t h e  wi tnes s  would 
make a r e p o r t  through o f f i c i a l  chap la in  channels  (pg. 5 ) .  
CRESWELL. b e l i e v e d  t h a t  THOMPSON t o l d  him t h a t  he had seen  
General YOUNG about  t h e  m a t t e r .  H e  was p o s i t i v e  t h a t  
THOMPSON had r e p o r t e d  it t o  h i s  immediate commander (pg .8) .  
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3 .  CRESWELL --LEWIS MEETING. 

Af te r  hear ing  THOMPSON'S s t o r y ,  CRESWELL m e t  with t h e  
d i v i s i o n  chap la in ,  Lieutenant  Colonel LEWIS an 16 o r  17 
March (pgs. 5 ,  1 4 ) .  He r e l a t e d  t o  LEWIS THOMPSON'S a l l e g a t i o n s  
e s s e n t i a l l y  a s  he had received them (pgs. 5 ,  1 4 ) ,  and s t a t e d  
t h a t  he d i d  n o t  be l i eve  THOMPSON would f a b r i k a t e  t h i s  
(pg. 1 4 )  . C F S ~ E L L  recommended an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and 
threa tened,  I f  t h e r e  was no t  going t o  be an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
i n t o  t h e s e  charges I was going t o  r e s ign  my commission" 
(pg. 5 ) .  

LEWIS s a i d  t h a t  he would b r i n g  it  up a t  t h e  d i v i s i o n  
b r i e f i n g  (pg. 6)  . About t h r e e  days l a t e r  LEWIS t o l d  CRES­
VJELL t h a t  t h e r e  would be an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  (pg. 6)  . He a l s o  
s a i d  t h a t  t h e  ma t t e r  had been brought t o  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  of  
t h e  commanding genera l  o r  t h e  ch ie f  of s t a f f  (pg. 9 ) .  LEWIS 
ind ica ted  t h a t  THOMPSON was n o t  t h e  only complainant (pg.15).  
CRESWELL d i d  no t  ask who e l s e  had complained (pg. 1 6 ) .  
CRESiJELL f e l t  t h a t  LEWIS was sympathetic t o  h i s  r eques t  
f o r  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  (pg. 15) . ~ i '  

C- ,' 
Two weeks l a t e r  LEWIS t o l d  CRESWELL t h a t  t h e  L; 

i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was progress ing (pg. 9 ) .  CRESWELL d i d  n o t  
pursue t h e  mat ter  f u r t h e r  because he knew t h a t  t h e  
a l i e g a t i o r ~ shad beer1 Foi-~drded Lhrough coriiitand channels f-' 

(pg. l o ) ,  and t h a t  he could t r u s t  t h e  d i v i s i o n  chapla in  
t o  process t h e  r e p o r t  through t e c h n i c a l  channels (pg. 11). 

4 .  REPORTS OF INVESTIGATIONS. 

The wi tness  was of t h e  opinion t h a t  a cursory i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
was ccnductad because an in-depth i n v e s t i g a t i o n  would have 
revealed  f a c t s  corrobora t ing  THOMPSON (pg. 1 2 ) .  However, he 
never saw a r e p o r t  of  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  (pg. 1 3 ) .  

5 .  KNOWLEDGE OF ENEMY K I A ' s  CREDITED TO DIVARTY. 

When informed t h a t  ~ i v a r t y  was c r e d i t e d  with 69 VC 
K I A  on t h e  My Lai ( 4 )  ope ra t ion ,  .CRGSWELL was su rp r i sed .  
He never missed a Divarty b r i e f i n g  while i n  Vietnam. The 
witness was s u r e  t h a t  a f t e r  t a l k i n g  wi th  THOMPSON he would 
have r e c a l l e d  a l a r g e  number o f  a r t i l l e r y  K I A ' s  i f  mentioned 
a t  the  b r i e f i n g  (pg. 2 1 )  . 
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6 .  OTHER INFORMATION. 

a .  The wi tness  had been ~ i v a r t y  chapla in  f o r  two 
months on 16 March 1968. 

b.  Since t h e  My Lai i n c i d e n t  has become a  ma t t e r  of  
p u b l i c  knowledge, CRESWELL has only discussed it with 
h i s  bishop. He has no t  ta.Lked with anyone from t h e  America1 
Division (pg. 3) . 

c. He was n o t  p resen t  a t  t h e  memorial s e r v i c e  p r i o r  
t o  t h e  opera t ion  b u t  he remembered t h a t  t h e r e  was one (pg.5) .  

d. Chaplain LEWIS DEROS'd i n  ~ p r i l  o r  e a r l y  May. 
H i s  replacement was -Chaplain DOLAN (pg. 18) . 

e. CRESWELL never d iscussed My Lai ( 4 )  with t h e  
Divarty commanding o f f i c e r  . 

f .  The witness was never t o l d  not  t o  d i scuss  
THOMPSON'S a l l e g a t i o n s  (pg. 19 . 

g. CRESWELL was noncornmital a s  t o  whether t h e  
d i v i s i o n  at tempted t o  cover upwhat occurred i n  My Lai ( 4 ) .  
I t  was h i s  impression t h a t  t h e  a l l e g a t i o n s  were no t  
s e r i o u s l y  considered (pg. 2 0 ) .  

h. He never heard any d iscuss ions  i n  Divarty about 
My Lai  ( 4 )  (pg. 2 0 ) .  

i. H e  d iscussed t h e  a l l e g a t i o n s  with Father  FORESTER 
and Major C a r l  KREBS while i n  Vietnam. Thei r  a t t i t u d e  
was t h a t  it d i d  n o t  happen, and i f  it d id - - " tha t ' s  war" 
(pg. 23) .  

j. Father  CRESWELL f e l t  t h a t  t h e r e  was an un­
be l i evab le  amount of ca l lousness  on the  p a r t  of t h e  America1 
Division when it came t o  t h e  p ro tec t ion  which should be 
af forded t o  Vietnamese c i v i l i a n s  by t h e  laws of war (pg.23). 
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(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  0925 hours ,  12 January 
1970.) 

RCDR: The fo l lowing  name persons  a r e  p r e s e n t :  LTG PEERS, 
MR MACCRATE, MR WALSH, and MAJ L Y N N .  

(The nex t  w i t n e s s  i s  M r  C a r l  E.CRESWELL.) 

(MR CRESWELL was c a l l e d  as a w i t n e s s ,  was sworn, 
and t e s t i f i e d  a s  fo l lows : )  

For  t h e  r e c o r d ,  would you p l e a s e  s ta te  your f u l l  
name, occupa t ion ,  and r e s idence .  

A. C a r l  Edward CRESWELL, Episcopa l  p r i e s t ,  1225 
Rural  S t r e e t ,  Emporia, Kansas. 

I 0 : M r .  CRESWELL, b e f o r e  we proceed w i t h  any q u e s t i o n s ,  
I s h a l l  in form you of s e v e r a l  m a t t e r s .  

This  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  w a s  d i r e c t e d  j o i n t l y  by t h e  Sec­
r e t a r y  of t h e  Army and t h e  Chief of S t a f f ,  Uni ted S t a t e s  Army, 
f o r  t h e  purpose of de te rmin ing  f a c t s  and making f i n d i n g s  and 
recommendations concerning two t h i n g s :  

(1) t h e  adequacy of  p r i o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  and 
i n q u i r i e s  i n t o ,  and subsequent  review and r e p o r t s  w i th in  t h e  
cha in  of  command, of what i s  now commonly r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  t h e  
My La i  i n c i d e n t  of 1 6  March 1968, and 

(2)  t h e  p o s s i b l e  suppres s ion  o r  wi thhold ing  of ev i ­
dence by any person who had a duty  t o  r e p o r t  and t o  f u r n i s h  
in fo rma t ion  concerning t h i s  i n c i d e n t .  

Th i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i s  n o t  be ing  conducted t o  in ­
v e s t i g a t e  a l l  f a c t s  and c i rcumstances  of what happened a t  
My Lai .  I t  i s  d i r e c t e d  t o  t h o s e  two s p e c i f i c  purposes which 
I have j u s t  s t a t e d .  Do you have any q u e s t i o n s  on those  two 
m a t t e r s ?  

A. No, s ir .  

Q I have had made a v a i l a b l e  t o  me and have reviewed 
p r i o r  o f f i c i a l  s t a t emen t s  ob ta ined  i n  o t h e r  o f f i c i a l  inves ­
t i s a t i o n s  of t h e  M y  La i  i n c i d e n t .  To t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge, 
I have n o t  revieweh a  s t a t e m e n t  made by you. 

Your tes t imony w i l l  be  t aken  under oa th .  A ver ­
ba t im t r a n s c r i p t  w i l l  be p repared .  A t a p e  r eco rd ing  i s  be ing  
made i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  verba t im n o t e s  be ing  taken  by t h e  
r e p o r t e r .  

. 
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Although t h e  g e n e r a l  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of  t h e  r e p o r t  
w i l l  be c o n f i d e n t i a l ,  it is poss - ib le  t h a t  your t es t imony,  o r  
p a r t s  of it, w i l l  l a t e r  become a  m a t t e r  of p u b l i c  knowledge. 

The i n d i v i d u a l  on my l e f t  i s  M r .  MACCRATE, and on 
my r i g h t  i s  M r .  WALSH. M r .  MACCRATE and M r .  WALSH are bo th  
c i v i l i a n  lawyers  and have vo lun tee red  t h e i r  s e r v i c e s  th rough  
t h e  S e c r e t a r y  of  the Army t o  assist  i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  
They may a l s o  d i r e c t  q u e s t i o n s  t o  you t h i s  morning. 

You are r e q u e s t e d  t h a t  you n o t  d i r e c t l y  o r  through 
o t h e r s  d i s c u s s  t h e  My L a i  i n c i d e n t  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  subsequent  
r e p o r t s  w i t h  any person  who may be connected w i t h  t h e  i n c i d e n t  
i n  any way and who i s  t o  be o r  has  been a  w i t n e s s  i n  t h i s  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  For your  i n fo rma t ion ,  w e  are d i r e c t i n g  t h o s e  
persons  who are i n  t h e  m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e  t h a t  t hey  n o t  d i s c u s s  
t h e i r  tes t imony.  I n  t h e  case o f  c i v i l i a n s ,  w e  do n o t  have 
t h a t  r i g h t  a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  t ime ,  b u t  w e  are, however, r e q u e s t ­
i n g  s i m i l a r  coope ra t ion .  

A. I w i l l  a c c e p t  t h e  r u l e ,  sir. 

Q. I shou ld  c l a r i f y  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h i s  does n o t  app ly  
if you are r e q u e s t e d  t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  ca se  i n  o t h e r  adminis t ra ­
t i v e ,  j u d i c i a l ,  o r  l e g i s l a t i v e  proceedings .  And I should  a l s o  
say  t h a t  i n  t h e  c o u r t - m a r t i a l  ca se  o f  t h e  Uni ted S t a t e s  v. 
Ca l l ey ,  what you have t o  s a y  h e r e  w i l l  i n  no way change t h e  
e f f e c t  of  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  o r d e r .  Do you have any q u e s t i o n s  
a t  t h i s  t ime? 

1 

A. No, sir. 

Q M r .  CRESWELL, would you s t a t e  what your  du ty  w a s  
on t h e  1 6 t h  o f  March, 1968? 

Div i s ion  A r t i l l e r y  c h a p l a i n ,  America1 ~ i v i s i o n .  

Q o  
  
 How long  had you been i n  t h a t  c a p a c i t y ?  

A. ~ p p r o x i m a t e l y2 months, sir. 

Q- And how long  d i d  you remain i n  t h a t  c a p a c i t y ?  
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A. U n t i l  I DEROS'd i n  September, 1968. 

Q Between t h e  t i m e  t h e  My Lai i n c i d e n t  became a mat ter  
of p u b l i c  knowledge i n  t h e  newspapers, r a d i o ,  and t e l e v i s i o n  
and s o  on i n  t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  of September o r  October of l a s t  
y e a r  and now, have you had any conversat ions wi th  anybody 
connected wi th  the  opera t ion  o r  with t h e  Arnerical Divis ion 
concerning t h e  events  which t r a n s p i r e d  a t  t h a t  time? 

A. Yes, sir ,  I did.  Chief Warrant Off icer--I  th ink  
h i s  name i s  Hugh, when he was i n  t h e  a v i a t i o n  s e c t i o n .  He 
went from t h e r e  t o  d i v i s i o n  a v i a t i o n ,  and I ' m  no t  s t r a i g h t  
i n  my mind. I t  was e i t h e r  t h e  day of t h e  opera t ions  o r  the  
day t h a t  I--of t h e  16th .  He came i n  t o  s e e  me very,  very up­
set with t h e  story- ­

Q - ( In te rpos ing]  I ' m  t a l k i n g  about t h e  per iod a f t e r  
t h i s  broke i n  t h e  news up t o  t h e  p r e s e n t  t i m e  and no t  subse ­
quent  t o  t h e  event  i t s e l f .  

A. WouLd you rephrase t h e  ques t ion .  I ' l l  pick it up 
and answer it r i g h t .  

Q - Since  t h e  My ~ a i 'i n c i d e n t  has  become a matter  of 
pub l i c  knowledge l a s t  y e a r ,  i n  about t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  of Sep­
tember o r  October through va r ious  news media, have you had 
any conversa t ions  w i t h  anybody concernin? t h e  incid-ent? 

A. My bishop. 

Q I ' m  r e f e r r i n g  t o  2.ndi.viduals who may have been 
assoc ia ted  wi th  t h e  opera t ion?  

A. None whatsoever. 

Q. O r  from t h e  America1 Divis ion.  

A. None whatsoever. 

Q. What was your f i r s t  knowledge of t h e  opera t ion  of 
Task Force Barker i n  t h e  a rea  of Son My which was t o  take 
p lace  on t h e  1 6 t h  of March? 

A. My f i r s t  a c t u a l  knowledge t h a t  it took p lace  was 
t h e  day t h a t  it happened o r  t h e  day a f t e r  when I was i n  the  
b a t t a l i o n  TOC. 
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Q. Who d i d  you t a l k  t o  t h e r e ?  

A. Colonel BARKER j u s t  b r i e f l y ,  k ind  of a cour t e sy  
v i s i t .  

Q - What d i d  Colonel BARKER have t o  t e l l  you? 

A. I t  was k ind  of an i n t r o d u c t o r y  v i s i t .  W e  t a l k e d  
f o r  a few minutes.  W e  w e r e  s t and ing  by t h e  map board.  There 
was a major s t and ing  t h e r e .  I d o n ' t  know whether it was t h e  
XO o r  o p e r a t i o n s  o f f i c e r .  But they were t a l k i n g  about  an  
ope ra t ion  a g a i n s t  P i n k v i l l e .  Frankly ,  I ' d  never  heard  t h e  
a r e a  r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  P i n k v i l l e  b e f o r e  s o  I asked them where it 
was on t h e  map. They w e r e  l a y i n g  on a CA the  nex t  morning and 
Colonel BARKER said- ­

Q ( In t e rpos f  ng) Did he say  which s p e c i f i c  p a r t  
of ~ i n k v i l l eo r  Son My t h a t  he was r e f e r r i n g  t o ?  

A. No, s i r ,  j u s t  P i n k v i l l e  i n  gene ra l .  And I made some 
remark t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  I d i d n ' t  t h i n k  w e  r e a l l y  fought  wars 
t h i s  way, and I laughed. Q 

C - ,  

Q. Did you h e a r  any p a r t  of t h e  b r i e f i n g ?  

A. NO, s ir .  

Did you have an oppor tuni ty  t o  t a l k  t o  any of  t h e  
u n i t  commanders o r  any of  t h e  personnel  i n  t h e  command t h a t  
a f te rnoon o r  subsequent t o  t h e  t i m e  they may have been b r i e f e d ?  

A. NO, s ir .  

Q I know t h a t  I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  t ake  you back a long t i m e .  
I t ' s  n e a r l y  2 y e a r s  now. But it i s  q u i t e  important  t o  us 
i f  you can remember anyth ing  about what might have taken  p l a c e  
t h e r e  t h a t  a f te rnoon s o  w e  can g e t  t h e  frame of mind of t h e  
i n d i v i d u a l s  t h a t  were involved i n  it. 

A. W e l l ,  s ir ,  t h e  frame of mind i n  t h a t  TOC was dec idedlv  
h o s t i l e .  ~ ~ ~ a r e n t l ~they had been t ak ing  s n i p e r  f i r e  o u t  of 
t h e  v i l l a g e .  I t  was'coming from somewhere i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of-

P i n k v i l l e ,  and they  were simply going i n  t o  c l e a n  it o u t .  
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Q we understand t h a t  t h e r e  was a memorial s e r v i c e  
he ld  t h a t  af ternoon f o r  one of t h e  ind iv idua l s  who had been 
k i l l e d  by e i t h e r  a mine o r  a booby t r a p  a day o r  2 ahead 
of time. Were you p r e s e n t  a t  any p a r t  of t h a t  se rv ice?  

A. No, s ir ,  I wasn ' t .  A s  a ma t t e r  of f a c t ,  I had for ­
'got ten t h e r e  had been one. I remember t h a t  t h e r e  was one, b u t  
I wasn' t  t h e r e .  

Q We understand t h a t  it was conducted by a br igade 
chapla in  ox chapla ins .  

A. Right.  

Q- I t h i n k  t h e r e  were two, both a Ca tho l i c  and Protes ­
t a n t .  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q- Now then ,  coming down t o  t h e  day of t h e  opera t ion  
i t s e l f ,  were you p r e s e n t  a t  LZ Dot t i e  dur ing  the  operat ion? 

A. I w a s  not .  

9- You had no personal  knowledge of the  opera t ion  
o r  t h e  funct ioning  of t h e  TOC, o r  any of the  people involved? 

A. None whatsoever. 

Q. When d i d  you next  hea r  of t h e  opera t ion  and under 
what circumstances? 

A. It w a s ,  I ' m  w i l l i n g  t o  l a y  odds, on t h e  16 th ,  the  
day of t h e  operation--no l a t e r  than t h e  17th--when M r .  THOMP-
son came t o  s e e  me. H e  s a i d  he had flown i n ,  and he came i n  
and s a t  down very upset .  He was t e r r i b l y  upse t  and wanted 
t o  know what t o  do from t h a t  p o i n t  on. I t  was my suggest ion 
t h a t  he lodge an o f f i c i a l  p r o t e s t  i n  command channels ,  and I ' d  
do the  same t h i n g  through chapla in  channels.  I be l i eve  he 
saw General YOUNG, and I saw Chaplain LEWIS, t he  d i v i s i o n  chap­
l a i n .  I t o l d  him about these  a l l e g a t i o n s  t h a t  had been made 
and t h a t  I had an awful l o t  of confidence i n  M r .  THOMPSON, 
and t h a t  I would--well, I ' l l  be p e r f e c t l y  honest .  I s a i d  
t h a t  i f  t h e r e  was n o t  going t o  be an examination i n t o  these  
charges,  I was going t o  r e s i g n  my commission. I f e l t  t h a t  
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s t ronq.  And he s a i d  h e  would go t o  d i v i s i o n  level--as a 
matte; of f a c t ,  t h e r e  was a d i v i s i o n  b r i e f i n g  t h a t  night-­
and b r ing  t h e  s u b j e c t  up. I next  saw him about 3 days 
l a t e r  and asked him what had happened, and he s a i d ,  yes ,  t h e r e  
would be an i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  and t h e r e  was nothing t o  worry about.  
Four days l a t e r  I t h i n k  t h e  s t o r y  came ou t  i n  S t a r s  and S t r i p e s  
t h a t  128 people had been k i l l e d  i n  My Lai  and t h a t  they  re­
covered t h r e e  weapons. THOMPSON and I g o t  t o g e t h e r  and 
laugedd, because t h i s  was t h e  o f f i c i a l  ve r s ion  of it. 

Q. Can you be a l i t t l e  more s p e c i f i c  and t e l l  us 
what he t o l d  you when--well, f i r s t  l e t  me rephrase t h a t .  Did 
he come t o  your o f f i c e ,  o r  was t h i s  t h e  i n i t i a l .  d i scuss ion ,  a 
r a t h e r  casual  d iscuss ion?  

A. He came t o  my o f f i c e .  

Q He came t o  your o f f i c e ?  

A. He d id .  A s  I s a i d ,  he was phys ica l ly  upse t .  I 
d o n ' t  remember h i s  exac t  words b u t  he s a i d  it w a s  a h e l l  of 
a problem, and he d i d n ' t  know exac t ly  what he was going t o  do 
about it. He r e l a t e d  t h e  s t o r y  of t h e  day 's  ope ra t ion  t o  t h e  c11e f f e c t  t h a t  he had been assigned t o  l i f t  some t roops  from F =
Task Force Barker t o  P i n k v i l l e .  And on a subsequent f l i g h t ,  UJ 
he had seen an awful l o t  of bodies ,  from t h e  a i r ,  of what 
appeared t o  be noncombatants. And he had landed a t  one 
p o i n t  t o  evac c i v i l i a n s .  He a l s o  t o l d  me t h a t  he had t o  
t h r e a t e n  an American oEf icer  t o  l i f t  them up and g e t  them r l 

o f f  t h e  ground. Af te r  he l e f t ,  they f i r e d  on t h e  r e s t  of 
the c i v i l i a n s  and he was very ,  very angry. A s  a ma t t e r  of 
f a c t ,  s o  w a s  I because I be l ieved him, and t h i s  s o r t  of t h i n g  
t h e o r e t i c a l l y  j u s t  d o e s n ' t  happen. But theory and r e a l i t y  
a r e  two d i f f e r e n t  t h i n g s  i n  Vietnam. 

Q. Did he t e l l  what kind of a i r c r a f t  he was f l y i n g  and 
what was h i s  mission t h e r e ,  o r  d i d  he go i n t o  d e t a i l ?  

A. He d i d n ' t  go i n t o  d e t a i l s .  I assume t h a t  he was 
f l y i n g  e i t h e r - - I  b e l i e v e  he was i n  a scout  squadron, a s  a 
mat ter  of f a c t ,  which leaves  l i t t l e  room f o r  passengers .  

Q. Did he t e l l  you about a s i t u a t i o n  wherein he had 
marked some bodies  wi th  some smoke grenades and an i n d i v i d u a l  
came over t o  these  bodies  and nudged one, and t h a t  he backed 
of f  h i s  h e l i c o p t e r  and then he saw t h i s  i n d i v i d u a l  s t e p  away 
and shoot  t h i s  woman on the  ground? Did he t e l l  you about t h a t ?  
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A. H e  s a i d  h.e saw some people s h o t  on t h e  ground. 
 
 
I do remember him saying something about t h e  smoke grenade, 
  
  
somebody k ick ing  it away, and then  i n  another  case he made 
 
 
one pass ,  and t h e r e  was a group of bodies  i n  a  t r ench ,  and 
 
 
t h e r e  was one t h e r e ,  apparent ly  a c h i l d ,  who was s t i l l  
  
  
moving; and he saw a  Negro s o l d i e r  moving up t o  t h a t  t r ench ,  
  
  
and when he moved back, t h e  c h i l d  was obviously l i f e l e s s .  
  
  

Q. Did he t e l l  you th .a t  he had subsequently re turned  

t o  t h e  t r ench  and w i t h .  a i d  of h i s  crew chief  and. doorgunner 
 
 
had e x t r a c t e d  a small  c h i l d ,  who was flown t o  Quang Ngai Hos- 
 
 
p i t a l ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. Did he g ive  you an es t ima te  a s  t o  t h e  number of 
people he thought w e r e  dead i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. H e  d i d ,  b u t  t h e r e  have been too  many numbers f l y i n g  
around i n  t h e  l a s t  month. 

Q. It wasn ' t  j u s t  one o r  'two? 
 I 
 
A. No, sir. It  was a group. 
I 
 
Q. Did he a l s o  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  he had a l s o  seen some 
bodies  on the road,  poss ib ly  some o t h e r  bodies  i n  the  v i l l a g e ?  

A. H e  d id .  

Q And he t o l d  you about t h e  conf ron ta t ion  with the  
American o f f i c e r  i n  g e t t i n g  t h e  c h i l d r e n  ou t  of the  bunker? 

A. H e  d id .  

Q - H e  ev iden t ly  went i n t o  some d e t a i l  wi th  you. 

A. Yes. 

MR MACCRATE: Did he a t  any t ime, a s  you now r e c a l l ,  r e f e r  t o  
a cap ta in  and t h e  a c t i o n s  of a  cap ta in  i n  r e s p e c t  t o  t h i s  op- 
e r a t i o n ?  
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A. Not t o  my memory.. H.e d i d  r e f e r  t o  a "sawed-off 
 
r u n t  of a l i e u t e n a n t . "  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  anyth ing  a b o u t , t h a t .  
  

10: I have a couple  of  o t h e r  ques t ions .  You i n d i c a t e d  
  
t h a t  Warrant O f f i c e r  THOMPSON had r epor t ed  t o  General  YOUNG 
 
o r  t h a t  h i s  r e p o r t  had been r e p o r t e d  through General  YOUNG? 
 

A. A t  t h i s  p o i n t ,  it i s  my impression t h a t  he s a w  
  
General  YOUNG. 
 

Q Do you r e c a l l  s p e c i f i c a l l y  i f  he t o l d  you about  how 
 
he had lodged a r e p o r t  o r  p r o t e s t ?  
  

A. W e l l ,  I ' m  reasonably s u r e  t h a t  he spoke t o  h i s  
  
immediate commander, a major whose name I d o n ' t  remember. 
 

Q. Would t h e  name WATKE mean anything? 

A. Not a t  t h i s  p o i n t ,  s ir .  I t  r i n g s  a b e l l ,  b u t  I c a n ' t  
  
say.  And I'm s u r e  t h a t  he d i d  say  t h a t  he had seen  General  
  
YOUNG. 
 

Q This  is t h e  f i r s t  i n d i c a t i o n  we've had t h a t  THOMPSON 
had t a l k e d  d i r e c t l y  t o  General  YOUNG, and t h i s  i s  t h e  reason  
I ' m  ask ing  the ques t ion .  But y o u ' r e  of t h e  impression t h a t  
he had i n d i c a t e d  he had t a l k e d  t o  General  YOUNG? 

A, Most d e f i n i t e l y .  T h i s  i s  my impression.  W e  are 
 
almost 2 y e a r s  away. 
 

' 	Q. A f t e r  you had t a l k e d  w i t h  him t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  and 
then  you had m e t  t o g e t h e r  aga in  and d iscussed  t h e  a r t i c l e  
which had appeared i n  S t a r s  and S t r i p e s  o r  some p u b l i c a t i o n  
concerning 128 K I A  and 3 weapons captured ,  and it looked 
l i k e  a f a r c e ,  and a f t e r  it had been agreed p rev ious ly  be­
tween yourse l f  and M r .  THOMPSON t h a t  you would t a k e  it up 
through your chap la in  channels and M r .  THOMPSON through h i s  
command channels ,  d i d  he i n d i c a t e  t o  you a t  t h a t  t i m e  what 
a c t i o n ,  i f  any, he had taken? 

A. Other than--I know he  had taken a c t i o n .  I know 
 
he had taken  it t o  h i s  immediate s u p e r i o r .  A s  a ma t t e r  of 
  
f a c t ,  t h e  day t h a t  I t a l k e d  t o  him I b e l i e v e  he t r i e d  t o  
  
t a l k  t o  General  YOUNG, b u t  General YOUNG was n o t  i n  t h e  area. 
 
I th ink  r e a l l y  he s t a r t e d  wi th  General KOSTER, b u t  c o u l d n ' t  
  
f i n d  General KOSTER, e i t h e r .  I would suppose w i t h i n  3 days he  
  
had seen  General  YOUNG. 
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Q- Once you had obtained t h i s  information,  
Fa ther ,  what a c t i o n  d i d  you t ake  then? 

A. I took it t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n  chapla in  and re ­
peated t h e  s t o r y  i n  substance t h a t  M r .  THOMPSON had 
given t o  me. And I t o l d  him t h a t  M r .  THOMPSON was 
going through command channels ,  and I was going through 
t e c h n i c a l  channels ,  and I thought an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
w a s  most d e f i n i t e l y  c a l l e d  f o r  because t h i s  s o r t  of 
t h i n g  had t o  be proved o r  disproved. I t  c a n ' t  be 
let l i e  around l i k e  a cancer.  He assured  me t h a t  he 
would t ake  it h igher ,  t o  t h e  chief  of s t a f f ,  I suppose. 
I t a l k e d  t o  him l a t e r ,  and he s a i d  t h a t  it had been 
i n  some manner brought t o  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  of t h e  chief  
of s t a f f  o r  d i v i s i o n  commander and t h a t  t h e r e  would 
be an i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

Q - Did you submit your r e p o r t  t o  him i n  wr i t ing?  

A. No, v e r b a l l y .  

Q Did you a t  any time submit a r e p o r t  i n  
w r i t i n g ?  

A. NO, sir.  

Q- What happened a f t e r  t h a t ,  Father? 

A. I would suppose--well, t h e  a r t i c l e  came 
o u t ,  of course,  i n  S t a r s  and S t r i p e s ,  and from what 
I f e l t  t o  be t h e  f a c t s  of t h e  case a t  t h a t  p o i n t ,  I 
thought it was ludicrous .  I r e a l l y  d id .  Then t h e  
11 th  Brigade paper came o u t  wi th  t h e  s t o r y  e s s e n t i a l l y  
t h e  same as  S t a r s  and S t r i p e s .  As I r e c a l l ,  one of 
t h e  t h i n a s  t h a t  s t r u c k  me was t h e  number 128 was t e r r i b l y  
low compgred wi th  t h e  number I g o t  from M r .  THOMPSON. 
Once again ,  I c a n ' t  even specu la te  on t h e  number he 
gave me. I would suppose t h a t  it was about 2 weeks 
l a t e r  t h a t  I asked Chaplain LEWIS i f  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
was progress ing ,  and he s a i d  t h a t  it was. Q u i t e  f r ank ly ,  
I dropped it t h e r e  because,  once again ,  t h e  information 
I had was a l l e g a t i o n s  and r e a l l y  had t o  be supported 
by M r .  THOMPSON'S r e p o r t  through command channels and 
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I ' d  be awful ly  g l a d  t o  suppor t  him, b u t  I c o u l d n ' t  c a r r y  
t h e  b a l l  myself .  It was r e a l l y  up t o  d i v i s i o n  t o  do 
somet h i n g  about  it. 

Q - Do you know who Chaplain LEWIS t a l k e d  t o ?  

A. No, sir.  

Q. Your s u p e r i o r ?  

A. I can only  assume t h a t  it would have been 
  

t h e  c h i e f  of s t a f f ,  Colonel PARSON, b u t  t h a t  i s  an  assumption.  
  


Q Q u i t e  a s e r i o u s  and,  I would s a y ,  horren ­
dous a l l e g a t i o n  had been g iven  you. Do you c o n s i d e r  
i n  t h i s  i n s t a n c e  t h a t  j u s t  r e p o r t i n g  it t o  t h e  chap­
l a i n  w a s  s u f f i c i e n t ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir,  f o r  two reasons ,  t h e  f i r s t  o f  which 
i s  I knew t h a t  t h e  same r e p o r t  was be ing  forwarded through 
command channels .  

Q m  How d i d  you know th .a t?  

A. Because M r .  THOMPSON t o l d  m e  t h a t  he had 
done this. 

Q But when no th ing  seemed t o  be happening about  
it, would it be a p p r o p r i a t e  t o  l e t  an  a l l e g a t i o n  Such 
as  t h i s  drop wi th  t h e  f a i t h  you had i n  Warrant O f f i c e r  
THOMPSON? 

A. W e l l ,  s i r ,  I w a s  i n  a p o s i t i o n  where, r e a l l y ,  
a l l  I knew was what he knew. H i s  was t h e  f i r s t h a n d  
r e p o r t .  Mine was t h e  secondary r e p o r t .  W e  went a t  it, 
r e a l l y ,  from two d i r e c t i o n s .  A s  I s a i d ,  when it comes 
from Hugh THOMPSON t o  me, i t ' s  an a l l e g a t i o n .  When 
it comes from m e  t o  somebody else, i t ' s  hearsay .  I 
r e a l l y  t h i n k  t h a t  I went a s  f a r  a s  I could.  I was n o t  
f i r s t  person s i n g u l a r  t h e r e .  
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Q- This  i s  t r u e .  A t  t h e  same time, wi th in  
t h e  d i v i s i o n  we do have i n v e s t i g a t i v e  mechanisms s e t  
up f o r  t h i s  s p e c i f i c  kind of th ing .  And even though 
one might personal ly  n o t  d e s i r e  t o  r e p e a t  something as  
hearsay,  it would seem d e s i r a b l e  a t  l e a s t  t o  have got- 
t e n  Warrant Of f i ce r  THOMPSON i n  touch wi th  t h e  I G  o r  
wi th  the  JAG t o  i n s u r e  t h a t  t h e  proper i n v e s t i g a t i v e  
process  w a s  being appl ied .  I g r a n t  t h a t  r e t r o s p e c t  
i s  a  whole l o t  b e t t e r  than f o r e s i g h t ,  b u t  I t ake  it 
t h a t  you d i d  n o t  a t  any t ime ever  check with JAG o r  
wi th  t h e  I G  o r  with t h e  chief  of s t a f f  o r  t a l k  t o  
anybody else about t h i s  thing.  

A. I t a l k e d  t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n  chapla in ,  s i r ,  and, 
heck, i f  a guy c a n ' t  t r u s t  h i s  d i v i s i o n  chaplain--and 
I d o n ' t  mean t h a t  a s  f a c e t i o u s l y  a s  it sounds. 

Q - No, I recognize your po in t .  You too  were 
fol lowing t e c h n i c a l  channels. Of course,  I ' m  looking 
a t  th ings  from t h e  p o i n t  of view of a s o l d i e r .  I f  any­
t h i n g  as r e a l l y  horrendous as what had been repor ted  
t o  you--sometimes it seems t h a t  m i l i t a r y  channels might 
n o t  be q u i t e  s u f f i c i e n t .  But i n  accordance wi th  a l l  
of t h e  d i r e c t i v e s  t h a t  we have i n  terms of t h e  r u l e s  
of land warfare ,  i n  terms of t h e  Geneva Convention, 
i n  terms of safeguarding noncombatants and human l i t e  
and s o  f o r t h ,  whether they be enemy o r  noncombatants- ­
it would appear t o  me t h a t  a11 of us would be o b l i -  
ga ted  t o  i n s u r e  t h a t  something was done. 

A. W e l l ,  s i r ,  l e t  me t e l l  you something a t  t h i s  
po in t .  I ' m  n o t  a complete s t r a n g e r  with t h e  J A G  o f f i c e .  
I went over  from time t o  time. And from time t o  time 
I saw charges f i l e d  a g a i n s t  American t roops  i n  cases  
of out  and out  f i r s t  degree murder which, n ine  times 
o u t  of t e n ,  were reduced t o  manslaughter. And I became 
abso lu te ly  convinced t h a t  a s  f a r  as  t h e  United S t a t e s  
Army was concerned, t h e r e  was n o t  such t h i n g  as  murder 
of a  Vietnamese c i v i l i a n .  I ' m  s o r r y ,  maybe i t ' s  a l i t t l e  
b i t  cyn ica l .  I ' m  s u r e  it i s ,  bu t  t h a t ' s  t h e  way t h e  
sys  tem works. 
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Q. What about t h e  o f f i c e  of t h e  i n s p e c t o r  genera l?  

A. I never went t o  t h e  I G .  I ' l l  be hones t ,  
I became very cyn ica l  about t h e  whole a t t i t u d e  of t h e  
United S t a t e s  Army toward t h e  c i v i l i a n  populat ion of 
Vietnam. Maybe I ' m  a b leeding  h e a r t ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  r e a i l y  
th ink  so.  

Q Of course ,  I would f e e l  t h a t  having f e l t  
t h a t  way t h a t  you could have even d iscussed  it wi th  
the  d i v i s i o n  commander. I would hope t h a t  you had a 
high degree of  r appor t  wi th  General KOSTER, General 
YOUNG, and o t h e r  people i n  s e n i o r  command p o s i t i o n s  
wi th in  t h e  div' ision. 

A. Actua l ly ,  t h e  only one I knew w e l l  a t  a l l  was 
General GALLOWAY. H e  wasn ' t  i n  t h e  area .  

Q. ,He a r r i v e d  j u s t  a few days before  t h i s  opera t ion  
took place.  So General GALLOWAY a t  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  t i m e - ­
perhaps l a t e r  on he might have had some in f luence  on an 
i n v e s t i g a t i v e  process ,  b u t  a t  t h e  moment he w a s  very new 
t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n .  

A. I th ink  t h i s  o t h e r  f a c t o r  r e a l l y  worked 
i n  because I d i d  make a r e p o r t ,  and I was very,  very 
d is turbed .  There was, it seems t o  m e ,  a cursory i n v e s t i ­
gation- ­

Q ( In te rpos ing)  
cursory i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

Why do you say t h e r e  was a 
What do you know about t h e  in ­

v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A. That nothing happened, s ir ,  and i f  THOMPSON 
was r i g h t ,  then an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of any depth had t o  
come up wi th  something. I t  r e a l l y  had t o .  

Q- And you had f a i t h  and be l ieved i n  THOMPSON? 

A. Yes, sir. 

( CRESWFJLL) 12 APP T-130 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
 




I 

I 

I 

FOR' OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
 


Q A t  t h i s  t ime,  was t h e r e  any ques t ioning  of 
t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  while  it went on? 

A. I d o n ' t  even know how it was conducted, s i r ,  
s o  I c a n ' t  r e a l l y  say I quest ioned it. I d o n ' t  know 
who d i d  it o r  when. I was simply assured t h a t  it had 
been i n v e s t i g a t e d  and t h e  proper  a c t i o n  would be taken. 

Q. You never saw a r e p o r t ?  You never heard of 
any w r i t t e n  r e p o r t ,  any v e r b a l  r e p o r t ,  o r  anything of 
t h i s  na tu re?  

A. NO, sir. 

MR MACCRATE: Did you ever  ask t o  s e e  a ' c o p y  of such an 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A. No, s i r ,  I d i d n ' t .  

Q You i n d i c a t e  t h a t ,  you had a c e r t a i n  lack  of 
confidence i n  t h e  s t a f f  judge advocate of t h e  America1 
Division. Was t h i s  based upon.one, two, o r  t h r e e  experi ­
ences o r  more? 

A. I ' d  r e a l l y  h a t e  t o  p i n  it down t o  t h e  J A G  
of t h e  d i v i s i o n .  I can th ink  of t h r e e  s p e c i f i c  in ­
s t a n c e s  i n  which t h e  i n i t i a l  charges and s p e c i f i c a t i o n s  
were murder and subsequently were reduced t o  manslaughter. 
A s  a ma t t e r  of f a c t ,  one of t h e s e  was a man r i d i n g  along 
i n  t h e  back of a "deuce and a h a l f "  who simply reached 
over  and h i t  a c i v i l i a n  with an M-16, t h e  b u t t  of h i s  
r i f l e ,  and k i l l e d  him. This was a manslaughter r ap .  
And t h i s  does no t  i n s t i l l  a heck of a l o t  of confidence 
i n  t h e  j u d i c i a l  system. 

Q. You' r e  t a l k i n g  about t e c h n i c a l  charges,  and 
simply t h e  f a c t  t h a t  something i s  reduced from murder 
t o  manslaughter d o e s n ' t  mean t h a t  it i s n ' t  taken s e r ­
i ous ly  and t h e  prosecut ion  continued. From what you 
say ,  I g a t h e r  t h a t  the  i n d i v i d u a l  was brought t o  account,  
b u t  n o t  charged wi th  a s  s e r i o u s  a crime a s ,  a t  l e a s t  
i n  t h e  f i r s t  i n s t a n c e ,  might have been i n d i c a t e d .  

(CRESWELL) 13 APP T-130 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
 




On t h e  o t h e r  hand, t h e r e  would n o t  seem t o  be premedita- 
t i o n ,  a  k ind  of wanton a c t  of t h a t  s o r t  t h a t  would make 
it what i s  f r e q u e n t l y  c a l l e d  f i r s t  degree murder. Now, 
I th ink  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  d i f f e r e n c e s  h e r e  and when w e  
s t a r t  l e v e l i n g  charges of t h e  n a t u r e  t h a t  you've been 
l e v e l i n g ,  you ought t o  be very c l e a r  a s  t o  what you ' r e  
saying.  I n  my mind, t h e r e  i s  a s u b s t a n t i a l  d i f f e r e n c e  
between sweeping eve ry th ing  under t h e  rug and say ing  
t h a t  a  p a r t i c u l a r  charge would be t h e  most s e r i o u s  crime 
o r  a  less s e r i o u s  c r i m e .  I t  seems t o  m e  t h a t  y o u ' r e  
no t  say ing ,  a t  l e a s t  i n  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  s i t u a t i o n ,  t h a t  
it was j u s t  swept under t h e  rug b u t  t h a t  proceedings 
were brought on what was n o t  t h e  most s e r i o u s  charge,  
b u t  a less s e r i o u s  charge.  A r e  t h e r e  o t h e r  i n s t a n c e s  
t h a t  come t o  your mind? 

A. No, no, I s t a n d  p rope r ly  rebuked. 

Q. Well, it wasn ' t  my i n t e n t i o n  t o  rebuke, b u t  
more t o  make s u r e  t h a t  t h e  r eco rd  i s  c l e a r  a s  t o  t h e  
na tu re  of  your concern. W e  a l l  have concerns i n  t h i s  
r ega rd ,  b u t  I th ink  t h a t  by a  l i t t l e  f u r t h e r  d e t a i l i n g  
of what we have on our  mind it makes c l e a r e r  what w e  
have r e f e r e n c e  t o .  

MR WALSH: F a t h e r ,  I wonder i f  you could recount  a s  spec i ­
f i c a l l y  a s  p o s s i b l e  your d i s c u s s i o n  wi th  t h e  d i v i s i o n  
chapla in ,  your f i r s t  d i s c u s s i o n  and subsequent d i s c u s s i o n s .  
Take t h e  f i r s t  d i scuss ion .  Where d i d  it t a k e  p l ace?  

A. I n  h i s  o f f i c e ,  kh ich  would have been t h e  
same day I saw M r .  THOMPSON. Once aga in ,  t h e  odds a r e  
t h a t  it was t h e  16 th .  And t h e  d i v i s i o n  chapla in  and 
I g o t  on very w e l l .  W e  were good f r i e n d s .  W e  a r e  good 
f r i e n d s .  H e  was one of my i n s t r u c t o r s  i n  chap la ins  
school .  Chaplain LEWIS and I went i n  and s a t  down, 
drew a cup of c o f f e e ,  and I s a i d ,  "There 's  something 
I ' d  l i k e  t o  t a l k  about .  " I was r a t h e r  upse t ,  and I 
r e l a t e d  t o  him t h e  s t o r y  e s s e n t i a l l y  a s  I had g o t t e n  
it from M r .  THOMPSON. I t o l d  him t h a t  I had an awful 
l o t  of f a i t h  i n  M r .  THOMPSON, t h a t  I d i d n ' t  t h i n k  he 
was f a b r i c a t i n g  t h i s ,  t h a t  w e  had agreed t h a t  I would 
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go through t e c h n i c a l  channels and he would go through 
h i s ,  and t h a t  I would ask t h e  d i v i s i o n  chapla in  t o  make 
t h e  i n c i d e n t  o r  t h e  a l l e g a t i o n s  known t o  t h e  proper 
a u t h o r i t i e s  and reques t  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  a t  d i v i s i o n  
l e v e l .  He s a i d  t h a t  he would do it. A s  a mat ter  of f a c t ,  
he s a i d  he would do it a t  t h e  b r i e f i n g  t h a t  n igh t .  And 
I th ink  I next  saw him about 3 o r  4 days l a t e r  
and asked him what had happened, and he s a i d  t h a t  he 
had t a l k e d  t o  somebody--I'm s o r r y  I c a n ' t  remember who, 
if he t o l d  me that--and t h a t  t h e r e  would be an i n v e s t i ­
g a t ion  and t h a t  mine w a s  n o t  t h e  only complaint and t h a t  
t h e  machinery was being geared up. A s  a mat ter  of f a c t ,  
he l e f t  t h e  a r e a  before  t o o  long, and he came home. 

Q. Do you have t h e  impression t h a t  he was sym­
p a t h e t i c  t o  your suggest ion t h a t  t h e r e  be an i n v e s t i ­
g a t ion ,  o r  d i d  you have any f e e l i n g  t h a t  he was skep­
t i c a l ?  

A. S i r ,  I th ink  he was very sympathetic.  

Q - Subsequent t o  your i n q u i r y ,  3 o r  4 
days l a t e r ,  d i d  you have any f u r t h e r  d iscuss ions  with 
him about how t h e  th ing  was progress ing  o r  what ac t ion  
was being taken? 

A. Nothing t h a t  I can r e c a l l .  I ' m  s u r e  t h a t  
w e  t a l k e d  about it from time t o  time i n  pass ing ,  and 
each time I was assured it was progressing.  

Q But you c a n ' t  r e c a l l  anything more s p e c i f i c  
about d i scuss ions  with him? 

A. Nothing s p e c i f i c .  

Q - You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  anything more than t h a t ?  

A. I 'm s o r r y .  

MR MACCRATE: You d id  s t a y ,  however, u n t i l  September 
of 1968,- about 6 months t h e r e a f t e r .  Do you have any 
r e c o l l e c t i o n  of anything occurr ing  i n  t h a t  6-month 
span t h a t  suggested t h a t  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  had reached 
a p a r t i c u l a r  p o i n t  o r  t h a t  t h e r e  had been a r e p o r t  
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o r  anything of a d e f i n i t i v e  na tu re  with r e s p e c t  t o  i t ?  
Did you do anything by way of followup? Did you make 
any inqui ry?  Did you rece ive  any word? Was t h e r e  any­
t h ing  a t  a l l  which suggested what came of a l l  of t h i s  
a f t e r  March when you had s t a r t e d  t h e  t h i n g  going along 
with M r .  THOMPSON? 

A. Well, s i r ,  t h e  only t h i n g  t h a t  came of it later  
was t h a t  M r .  THOMPSON w a s  awarded t h e  DFC f o r  f l y i n g  
the  c i v i l i a n s  ou t  of t h e r e .  I thought it was kind of in ­
t e r e s t i n g  s i n c e  it was American f i r e  he was p r o t e c t i n g  
them from. Kind of a v e i l  of s i l e n c e  descended. 

Q Did you d i s c u s s  t h e  award with him a t  t h a t  
time i n  t h e s e  terms you've j u s t  descr ibed? 

A. He came i n t o  the--I guess I was down a t  t h i s  
hootch, and he came i n  t h a t  day, and he had t h e  box and 
the  c i t a t i o n .  He handed me t h e  c i t a t i o n ,  and I simply 
noted t h a t  it w a s  f o r  evacuat ing c i v i l i a n s  from a f i r e  
zone. And he had t o l d  me be fo re  t h e  condi t ions ,  and I 
th ink  t h a t ' s  probably a l l  we s a i d  about it. He read  it 
and then threw it i n  h i s  foot locker .  

Q- You i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  i n  t h e  conversat ion wi th  
Chaplain LEWIS he had i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  yours was n o t  t h e  
only complaint. Do you have any i d e a  a s  t o  what o t h e r  
conlplaints he r e f e r r e d  a t  t h a t  time? 

A. No, s ir .  I f  i t ' s  l e f t  t o  m e ,  I can only assume 
t h a t  M r .  THGMPSON1s  complaint had a l s o  been r e g i s t e r e d  
a t  d i v i s i o n  l e v e l ,  and he had heard about it the re .  
That i s  an assumption. I d o n ' t  know. 

Q Did you, i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  M r .  THOMPSON, have 
some acquaintances among o t h e r  members of t h e  aero-
scout  u n i t ?  

A. Not a t  t h a t  p o i n t .  The reason t h a t  I knew 
him s o  w e l l  was he had been t r a n s f e r r e d  over from t h e  
DIVARTY s e c t i o n .  There were two o t h e r s  whose names 
I c a n ' t  even r e c a l l .  
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Q. Do you remember any d i s c u s s i o n  among o t h e r  
pe r sonne l  of t h i s  e v e n t  o r  a t t i t u d e  towards M r .  THOMPSON, 
any of t h e  atmosphere of  t h e  t i m e  r ega rd ing  h i s  lodging 
a p r o t e s t ?  

A. I ' d  r e a l l y  hate t o  answer t h a t  because i t ' s  
based  on impress ion ,  and impress ions  can be s o  wrong. 
My impress ion  w a s  t h a t  t hey  were k ind  of h o s t i l e  toward 
him. 

Q Are you r e l a t i n g  t h a t  h o s t i l i t y  t o  t h e  i n d i v i ­
d u a l s ,  o r  a r e  you,  as you s u g g e s t ,  j u s t  engaging i n  a g e n e r a l i ­
z a t i o n  of impress ions  which is  r e a l l y  undef ined and perhaps 
grows o u t  of your  dismay i n  r e t r o s p e c t  t h a t  something wasn ' t  
done a t  t h e  t ime? 

A. I ' d  be  t h e  f i r s t  one t o  concede that you might 
p o s s i b l y  be r i g h t .  

I0: M r .  CRESWELL, wh.ere i s  DIVARTY headqua r t e r s  
l o c a t e d  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  headqua r t e r s  of t h e  America1 
Div i s ion?  

A. A m i l e  and a h a l f  down t h e  road ,  s i r ,  roughly.  
I t ' s  up a t  Ky Ha  a i r s t r i p .  DIVARTY headqua r t e r s  i s  r i g h t  
down the road  from Ky H a .  

Q Ra ther  c l o s e ,  t h e n ,  t o  t h e  a v i a t i o n  u n i t ?  

A. Right  n e x t  t o  it, sir.  

Q But s e p a r a t e d  by cons ide rab le  d i s t a n c e  from 
d i v i s i o n  headqua r t e r s?  

A. Right .  I t ' s  up on a r i d g e .  

Q I w a s  t h e r e  r e c e n t l y ,  and I t a k e  it t h e  
a r e a  y o u ' r e  d e s c r i b i n g  i s  t h e  area t h a t  g e n e r a l l y  over ­
l ooks  a Naval base .  

A .  Exac t ly .  
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Q* Did you f e e l  t h a t  you had reasonably c lose  
con tac t  wi th  t h e  d i v i s i o n  headquar ters?  

A. Not t e r r i b l y  c i o s e ,  b u t  I knew most of the  
people down t h e r e .  

Q- Was it on a s o c i a l  b a s i s ,  o r  was it on an o f f i ­
c i a l  k ind  of b a s i s ?  

A. Much more s o  on a s o c i a l  b a s i s .  

Q* Did you e v e r  t a l k  t o  t h e  DIVARTY commander 
about t h i s  i n c i d e n t ?  

A. No, s ir ,  I d i d n ' t ,  and I ' v e  kicked myself 
an awful l o t  because t h e r e ' s  a man t h a t  s u r e  a s  h e l l  
would have done something. 

Q- You i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  i n  your mind nothing had 
been done, t h a t  you considered t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  super ­
f i c i a l  o r  something t o  t h a t  e f f e c t .  

A. A pre judiced  judgment, b u t  it i s  mine. 

Q - How d i d  you hea r  about t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ? 
  

Did it come back t o  you from Chaplain LEWIS, o r  how did  
  

you g e t  t h e  information? 
  


A. The information I r e a l l y  g o t  from LEWIS was 
t h a t  one was progressing.  I d o n ' t  remember even when 
Chaplain LEWIS DEROS 'd. 

Q* When d i d  he- DEROS? 

A. I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  remember r i g h t  now. I b e l i e v e  
i n  A p r i l ,  A p r i l  o r  May, because Chaplain DOLAN came i n ,  
who, of course,  was an abso lu te  s t r a n g e r  t o  t h e  whole 
s i t u a t i o n .  

Q What was t h e  name of h i s  replacement? 

A. DOLAN, D-0-L-A-N . 
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Q- You i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  a " v e i l  of  s i l e n c e  descended." 
Had t h e r e  been any t a l k  about  t h i s  t h i n g  p r i o r  t o  t h e  
descending of t h e  v e i l ?  

A. T h i s  w a s  a s t r a n g e  t h i n g  about it, s i r .  The 
day a f t e r  t h e  My La i  o p e r a t i o n ,  I never  hea rd  t h e  name 
My L a i  mentioned i n  p u b l i c  aga in ,  n o t  a t  t h e  c l u b s ,  
n o t  anyplace- - i t  w a s  s t range- -or  P i n k v i l l e .  

Q- W e  have i n d i c a t i o n s  t h a t  t h e r e  was more than  
a l i t t l e  t a l k  t h a t  went on w i t h i n  t h e  a v i a t i o n  company. 

A. I ' m  s u r e  t h a t  th .ere  w a s ,  s i r ,  b u t  I wasn I t  

w i t h  t h e  a v i a t i o n  company. But i n  t h e  rest of t h e  d i v i s i o n ,  
it w a s  a--of course ,  t h e r e ' s  no r ea son  t o  assume r e a l l y  
t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  an  awful  l o t  of g e n e r a l  knowledge about 
My Lai .  

Q W e l l ,  it w a s  f i x e d  f i r m  i n  your  mind because 
of  what Warrant  O f f i c e r  THOMPSON had s a i d  t o  you. But 
what I ' m  s eek ing  is i f  t h e r e  was anyth ing  tha t - - s ince  
t h e r e  w a s  no n o i s e  i n  t h e  f i r s t  p lace-- i f  t h e r e  e v e r  
w a s  a v e i l  of s i l e n c e .  

A. I a c c e p t  your  s t i p u l a t i o n ,  sir.  A s  a matter 
of f a c t ,  I recall  2 days a f t e r  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  I w a s  
a t  t h e  d i v i s i o n  P I 0  o f f i c e ,  and I asked them what k ind  
o f  release they  w e r e  going t o  make on t h a t  o p e r a t i o n .  
And they  s a i d  t hey  w e r e n ' t  even going t o  make a r e l e a s e .  
They w e r e  go ing  t o  l e t  11 th  Brigade hand le  it, which 
I thought  was k i n d  of r a r e .  

Q- Were you e v e r  cau t ioned  i n  any way about n o t  
d i s c u s s i n g  c e r t a i n  t h i n g s  any f u r t h e r ?  

A. No, sir.  

Q That  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was underway and noth ­
i n g  w a s  t o  be  ga ined  by l o o s e  t a l k  about  i t ?  

A. Never, s ir .  
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Q* Recognizing the s i t u a t i o n  now j u s t  f o r  what 
it was, would it be your  impress ion  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  any
a t t empt  w i t h i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n  t o  cover  t h i s  t h i n g  up? 

A. 1'11be f r a n k ,  sir. To say  yes  would be  
one heck of a s e r i o u s  charge.  I t  would be my impress ion  
t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e  no tremendous means used i n  o r d e r  t o  
i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  s i t u a t i o n .  I won ' t  s ay  n e g a t i v e l y  
t h a t  t hey  t r i e d  t o  cover  it up. 

Q But your  on ly  l i n k  w i t h  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  was 
your d i s c u s s i o n  w i t h  Chaplain LEWIS? Aside from t h a t ,  
you b a s i c a l l y  had no in format ion?  

A. Except what I had,  o f  cou r se ,  from M r .  THOMPSON, 
which I passed  on. 

Q - But as f a r  as t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i v e  process- ­

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  T h a t ' s  a l l  I knew. 

Q. You r e a l l y  had no th ing  on which t o  base  a 
judgment o t h e r  t h a n  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  no th ing  had come o u t  
of it. 

A. Exact ly .  

Q e  I n  your  normal course  of  e v e n t s ,  w e r e  you a 
member of t h e  d i v i s i o n  m e s s ,  o r  d i d  you normally eat  
a t  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  mess? 

A. A r t i l l e r y .  

Q You had very  l i t t l e  i n t e r c o u r s e ,  s o  t o  speak,  
w i t h  t h e  d i v i s i o n  a t  t h a t  l e v e l  f o r ,  you might s a y ,  
meeting i n  t h e  evening b e f o r e  d i n n e r  and d i s c u s s i n g  
t h i n g s  i n  t h i s  ca tegory .  

A. Very r a r e l y .  

Q.  Were t h e r e  any d i s c u s s i o n s  a t  a l l  w i t h i n  
DIVARTY concerning t h i s ?  
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Q You i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  a " v e i l  of s i l e n c e  descended." 
Had t h e r e  been any t a l k  about t h i s  t h i n g  p r i o r  t o  the  
descending of t h e  v e i l ?  

A. This  w a s  a s t r a n g e  t h i n g  about it, sir.  The 
day a f t e r  t h e  My Lai opera t ion ,  I never heard t h e  name 
My Lai mentioned i n  p u b l i c  again,  n o t  a t  t h e  c l u b s ,  
n o t  anyplace-- i t  was strange--or P i n k v i l l e .  

Q- We have i n d i c a t i o n s  t h a t  t h e r e  was more than 
a l i t t l e  t a l k  t h a t  went on w i t h i n  t h e  a v i a t i o n  company. 

A. I ' m  s u r e  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s ,  s i r ,  b u t  I wasn ' t  
w i t h  t h e  a v i a t i o n  company. But i n  t h e  r e s t  of t h e  d i v i s i o n ,  
it was a--of course,  t h e r e ' s  no reason t o  assume r e a l l y  
t h a t  t h e r e  was an awful l o t  of genera l  knowledge about 
My Lai.  

Q- Well, it was f i x e d  f i rm i n  your mind because 
of what Warrant O f f i c e r  THOMPSON had s a i d  t o  you. But 
what I ' m  seeking is i f  t h e r e  was anything tha t - -s ince  
t h e r e  w a s  no no i se  i n  t h e  f i r s t  place--if  t h e r e  ever  
was a v e i l  of s i l e n c e .  

A. I accep t  your s t i p u l a t i o n ,  s ir .  A s  a mat ter  
of f a c t ,  I r e c a l l  2 days a f t e r  t h e  opera t ion  I was 
a t  t h e  d i v i s i o n  PI0 o f f i c e ,  and I asked them what kind 
of r e l e a s e  they were going t o  make on t h a t  opera t ion .  
And they s a i d  they weren ' t  even going t o  make a r e l e a s e .  
They w e r e  going t o  l e t  11th  Brigade handle it, which 
I thought was kind of r a r e .  

Q *  Were you ever  caut ioned i n  any way about n o t  
d i scuss ing  c e r t a i n  th ings  any f u r t h e r ?  

A. NO, s ir .  

Q That an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was underway and noth­
ing  w a s  t o  be gained by loose  t a l k  about i t ?  

A. Never, s ir .  

(CRESWELL) 19 APP T-130 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



I 
I 

I 

1 

I 
I 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
 


Q. Recognizing the s i t u a t i o n  now j a s t  f o r  what 
it was, would it be your impression t h a t  t h e r e  was any 
at tempt  wi th in  t h e  d i v i s i o n  t o  cover t h i s  t h i n g  up? 

A, I ' l l  be f r ank ,  sir. To say yes would be 
one heck of a s e r i o u s  charge. I t  would be my impression 
t h a t  t h e r e  were no tremendous means used i n  o r d e r  t o  
i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  s i t u a t i o n .  I won' t  say nega t ive ly  
t h a t  they t r i e d  t o  cover it up. 

Q - But your only l i n k  wi th  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  was 
your d i scuss ion  w i t h  Chaplain LEWIS? Aside from t h a t ,  
you b a s i c a l l y  had no information? 

A. Except what I had, of course ,  from M r .  THOMPSON, 
which I passed on. 

Q But a s  f a r  a s  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i v e  process- ­

A. ( In terpos ing)  Tha t ' s  a l l  I knew. 

Q. You r e a l l y  had nothing on which t o  base a 
judgment o t h e r  than  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  nothing had come o u t  
of it. 

A. Exactly.  

Q *  I n  your normal course of even t s ,  were you a 
member of t h e  d i v i s i o n  m e s s ,  o r  d id  you normally eat 
a t  the  a r t i l l e r y  mess? 

A. A r t i l l e r y .  

Q You had very l i t t l e  i n t e r c o u r s e ,  s o  t o  speak, 
with t h e  d i v i s i o n  a t  t h a t  l e v e l  f o r ,  you might say ,  
meeting i n  t h e  evening before  d inner  and d i scuss ing  
th ings  i n  t h i s  category.  

A. Very r a r e l y .  

Q Were t h e r e  any d i scuss ions  a t  a l l  w i th in  
DIVARTY concerning t h i s ?  
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A. None, s i r ,  none t o  my knowledge. 

Q L e t  me g ive  you one s i t u a t i o n ,  f o r  example, 
which I can show you i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n  log  which i n d i c a t e s  
t h a t  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  prep w a s  r epor ted  t o  have k i l l e d  6 9 .  
This came i n  t o  d i v i s i o n  and was en te red  i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n  
log. Was t h e r e  any d i scuss ion  a t  a l l  a t  DIVARTY concern­
i n g  t h i s  i n o r d i n a t e  number of VC be ing  k i l l e d  by an a r t i l ­
l e r y  prep.  

A. I ' v e  never heard t h a t  f i g u r e  be fo re  i n  my l i f e ,  
s ir ,  and I never missed a b r i e f i n g  a t  DIVARTY a l l  t h e  
  

# time I was t h e r e .  
  

MR MACCRATE: When d i d  t h e  DIVARTY b r i e f i n g  take  place? 

A. W e  had two d a i l y ,  morning 0630 and evening 
1700. 

Q And i f  you were i n  t h e  a r e a ,  you a t tended I: it, you say? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q- Would you have any way a t  t h i s  time of confirm­
i n g  whether o r  no t  you a t tended t h e  DIVARTY b r i e f i n g  
on t h e  af te rnoon of t h e  16th  of March o r  t h e  morning 
of t h e  17th? 

A. It is  e n t i r e l y  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  I missed t h e  
one t h e  af te rnoon of t h e  16th ,  because t h a t  would have 
been t h e  af te rnoon t h a t  I t a l k e d  t o  M r .  THOIJIPSON and 
Chaplain LEWIS. I'm s u r e  I was t h e r e  t h e  morning of t h e  
17th.  

Q- And you ' re  q u i t e  c l e a r  t h a t  you never heard 
anything regarding  a very l a r g e  number of K I A ' s  by 
a r t i l l e r y  prep  a t  My Lai  ( 4 ) ?  

A. I ' m  s u r e  t h a t  a f t e r  t a l k i n g  t o  M r .  THOMPSON 
on t h e  16 th ,  i f  I would have g o t t e n  t h a t  f i g u r e  on t h e  
16 th  o r  t h e  17 th ,  it would have s tuck  i n  my mind. 
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Q What w a s  your  unders tanding  of your  o b l i g a t i o n  
t o  r e p o r t  t o  whom, and i n  what manner, t h e  matters t h a t  
came t o  your  a t t e n t i o n  such  as what M r .  THOMPSON brought  
t o  you? 

A. My unders tanding  w a s  when v i o l a t i o n s  of t h i s  
s o r t  are brought  t o  o n e ' s  a t t e n t i o n ,  one simply r e p o r t s  
it t o  o n e ' s  s u p e r i o r .  You k ind  of have t h e  cho ice  i n  . 
my s i t u a t i o n  between t a k i n g  it through t e c h n i c a l  channe ls  
o r  command channe ls .  I n  t h i s  c a s e ,  s i n c e  command channe ls  
were be ing  covered by t h e  man who w a s  primary i n  t h e  s i t ­
u a t i o n ,  I went th rough  t e c h n i c a l  channels .  I n  r e t r o ­
s p e c t ,  I wouldn ' t  do it t h e  same way a t  a l l .  

Q Did you have any understanding--were you e v e r  
informed a t  what t i m e  an  o f f i c e r ,  be  he chap la in  o r  o the r ­
w i s e ,  t u r n s  t o  t h e  IG? 

A. I suppose I ' m  t o o  deeply--I was an e n l i s t e d  
man f o r  12 y e a r s ,  and I t h i n k  I ' m  j u s t  t o o  darned con­
d i t i o n e d  t o  t h i n k i n g  of  t h e  I G  a s  t h e  a r b i t e r  o f  i n ­
d i v i d u a l  b i t c h e s  t o  r e a l l y  p u t  h i m  i n  h i s  r i g h t  p l a c e  
i n  t h e  Army. T h a t ' s  one o f  my hangups. I n  r e t r o s p e c t ,  
once aga in ,  I can see t h a t  he had a l e g i t i m a t e  r o l e  t o  
p lay  i n  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  and w a s n ' t  g iven an o p p o r t u n i t y  
t o  p l ay  it. 

Q- I b e l i e v e  i n  your  s t a t emen t  t o  t h e  C I D ,  when 
you were asked i f  you had any photographs o r  documents 
o r  m a t e r i a l s  t h a t  might relate t o  t h i s ,  you r e p l i e d  you 
d i d  n o t  b u t  t h a t  you thought  t h e  d i v i s i o n  P I 0  d i d .  Do 
you have any s p e c i f i c  knowledge as t o  m a t e r i a l s  t h a t  you 
unders tand w e r e  lodged w i t h  t h e  d i v i s i o n  PIO? 

A. A l l  I can say  i s  I d i d  go i n t o  t h e  P I O - - I ' m  
s u r e  it w a s  t h e  n e x t  day--and t a l k e d  about t h e  My L a i  
ope ra t ion .  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  w i t h  t h e  man who w a s  t h e r e ,  
b u t  they  s a i d  a t  t h a t  p o i n t  t h a t  t hey  had photographs 
i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n  P I0  of t h e  o p e r a t i o n ,  b u t  t h e y  w e r e n ' t  
going t o  do t h e  s t o r y .  The 1 1 t h  Brigade was going t o  
pu t  it o u t  i n  a news s h e e t .  
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10: Having t h i s  b i t  of information on your mind 
and f e e l i n g  a s  s t rong ly  a s  you d i d  about it, d i d  you 
d i scuss  t h i s  t h i n g  e i t h e r  o f f i c i a l l y  o r  u n o f f i c i a l l y  
wi th  anybody around DIVARTY? 

A. I d iscussed  it u n o f f i c i a l l y  with Father  FOmSTER 
who was t h e  a s s i s t a n t  DIVARTY chapla in .  I a l s o  discussed 
it u n o f f i c i a l l y  with Carl  KREBS, a very good f r i e n d  of 
mine who happened t o  be a t  d i v i s i o n  headquarters  opera t ions .  
I th ink  they both  r e a l l y  thought t h a t  I was g e t t i n g  upset  
about nothing,  t h a t  it probably never happened, and i f  it 
d i d  happen, w e l l ,  t h a t ' s  war. 

Q - I t  must have been a  s t r a n g e  a t t i t u d e  t h a t  
developed because you've mentioned it s e v e r a l  t imes,  
about ,  "Well, t h a t ' s  war ,"  and s o  on. I was assoc ia ted  
with more than  a few d i v i s i o n s  i n  South Vietnam, and I 
can a s s u r e  you t h a t  t h e  i n d i f f e r e n c e  t h a t  you have in ­
d i c a t e d  h e r e  t h i s  morning is n o t  t y p i c a l .  Q u i t e  the  
cont rary ,  people a r e  very concerned about it, t o  t h e  
p o i n t  where, i f  one c i v i l a i n  would even g e t  nicked by 
a p iece  of a r t i l l e r y ,  t h e  i n c i d e n t  was i n v e s t i g a t e d  and 
a proper r e p o r t  f i l e d .  Here I am being  t o l d  about hund­
reds  of people being k i l l e d  o r  a l a r g e  number of people 
being k i l l e d  and, "Well, t h a t ' s  war." So what I ' m  say ­
i ng  i s  t h a t  what you a r e  desc r ib ing  h e r e  t h i s  morning 
is v a s t l y  d i f f e r e n t  from anything t h a t  I have ever  been 
acquainted wi th ,  and I wonder about t h e  a t t i t u d e  wi th in  
t h e  d i v i s i o n .  Was t h i s  t h e  way d i v i s i o n  t a l k e d  and the  
way it ac ted?  

A. I would j u s t  be d e l i g h t e d  t o  be proved wrong. 
I th ink  you r e a l i z e  t h a t .  I would be ,  b u t  t h e r e  was 
j u s t  an unbel ievable  amount of ca l lousness .  I d o n ' t  
know why, I r e a l l y  don ' t .  For one t h a t  s t u d i e s  human 
na tu re ,  i t ' s  an unbel ievable  th ing  t o  watch. 

Q Well, i n  t h e  same sense ,  you s e e ,  from my p o i n t  
of view it I s  a l s o  q u i t e  unbel ievable  t h a t  you, a member of 
t h e  c l o t h  a t  t h a t  t ime and f e e l i n g  a s  s t r o n g  as  you d i d ,  
d i d  n o t  i n s u r e  t h a t  t h i s  t h i n g  was proper ly  i n v e s t i g a t e d ,  
t ake  it t o  t h e  proper i n v e s t i g a t i v e  source  wi th in  t h e  
d i v i s i o n ,  t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander o r  t h e  I G  o r  t h e  JAG 
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o r  somebody t h a t  could do something about it, a t  l e a s t  
t o  s a t i s f y  it i n  your own mind t h a t  j u s t i c e  w a s  be ing  
done. 

A. Once aga in ,  s i r ,  i n  r e t r o s p e c t  y o u ' r e  a b s o l u t e l y  
r i g h t .  But once aga in ,  i n  terms of  t h e  m a t e r i a l  I had-­
I was n o t  a t  My Lai--I was r e l a t i n g  something t h a t  I had 
heard.  I had a tremendous amount of f a i t h  i n  M r .  THOMPSON. 
W e l l ,  there's always a p o s s i b i l i t y  i n  t h i s  case  t h a t  he 
d i d  s e e  t h i n g s  d i f f e r e n t l y  than  what r e a l l y  happened. 
Perhaps t h e r e  was an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t h a t  was l e g i t i m a t e .  
There w a s  r e a l l y ,  q u i t e  f r a n k l y ,  a  q u e s t i o n  i n  my mind 
a t  t h a t  p o i n t  of t h e  depth of  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and always 
has been. But t h e r e ' s  always t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y ,  you know, 
t h a t  I w a s  wrong. 

MR MACCRATE: How much c o n t a c t  had you had wi th  Task 
Force Barker? 

A. Minimal, sir.  

9 Was t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  day you m e t  Colonel BARKER 
t h a t  you desc r ibed  t o  u s ,  t h e  15 th  of March? 

A. I t  w a s .  

Q. Did they  have any s p e c i a l  r e p u t a t i o n  i n  d i v i s i o n  
of which you w e r e  aware? 

A. No, s ir .  

Q Did you, know any of t h e  personnel  i n  Task 
Force Barker? 

A. No, sir. They a l l  came i n  wi th  t h e  11 th .  

Q *  You mentioned t h a t  when you spoke t o  Colonel 
BARKER t h e r e  was a major p r e s e n t .  Would t h e  name CALHOUN 
r i n g  any b e l l  w i t h  you? 

A. I ' m  s o r r y ,  sir. I t  would be pu re ly  s p e c u l a t i o n  
a t  t h i s  po in t .  I ' m  s u r e  I heard  it a t  t h e  t i m e ,  b u t  I 
d i d n ' t  f i l e  it. 
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a .  I f  we were t o  show you a photograph of Major 
CALHOUN, might t h a t  r e f r e s h  your r e c o l l e c t i o n ?  

A. I t  might. I c a n ' t  guarantee it. 

Q. While h e ' s  g e t t i n g  o u t  t h e  photograph, do you 
r e c a l l  agairl t h e  name of t h e  major you spoke t o  i n  t h e  
opera t ions  cen te r?  

A. Division? Car l  KREBS. But my impression 
of My Lai was completely d i f f e r e n t  than  any t h a t  he 
had o r  had come through channels. 

( I0  hands photographs, inc luding  Exh ib i t  
P-49, t o  wi tness .  ) 

Q I show you photographs of t h r e e  ind iv idua l s  
and ask you t o  i d e n t i f y  any one of t h e  t h r e e  a s  being 
t h e  major wi th  Colonel BARKER on t h e  morning o r  a f t e r ­
noon of March 15th.  

A. People look d i f f e r e n t  without  s t e e l  po t s .  
  

I ' d  have t o  e s t i m a t e  t h a t  it was t h e  t o p  one ( i n d i c a t i n g  
  

P-49) 
L 

Q The t o p  one does happen t o  be Major CALHOUN. 
And Major CALHOUN was t h e  execut ive  o f f i ce r /S3  of the  
t a s k  fo rce .  Do you know a Warrant O f f i c e r  CULVERHOUSE? 

A. I know t h e  &me, b u t  I c a n ' t  put  a f a c e  on it. 

Q - Did you a t  any time speak wi th  t h e  crew 
members who flew with M r .  THOMPSON on t h e  16th of March, 
e i t h e r  COLBURN o r  ANDREOTTA? 

A. Not t o  my r e c o l l e c t i o n .  I might have spoken 
t o  him, b u t  it was n o t  i n  r e fe rence  t o  t h i s .  

Q Did you speak wi th  M r .  THOMPSON about h i s  
p u t t i n g  i n  h i s  two crew members f o r  an award? 

A. H e  s a i d  t h a t  he had done t h i s ,  yes .  
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Q Did he i n d i c a t e  t o  you any a s p e c t  of process ­ 

i ng  t h e s e  awards? 
 

' A .  Not t o  my r e c o l l e c t i o n .  

Q Do you recall  what i n d i v i d u a l  you spoke t o  ' 

a t  d i v i s i o n  P I 0  when you went i n  a couple days a f t e r  
  

t h e  ope ra t ion  and asked about what k ind  of s t o r y  they  
  

were going t o  p u t  o u t ?  
  


I ' m  s o r r y ,  I c a n ' t .  

Q. Do you remember i f  it was an o f f i c e r  o r  an 
  

e n l i s t e d  man? 
 


A. I t  w a s  an  o f f i c e r ,  a l i e u t e n a n t .  

Q Do you remember anyth ing  more about your d i s ­
cuss ion o t h e r  t h a n  t h i s  s ta tement  t h a t  b r igade  was go­
i ng  t o  handle  i t ?  

I 'm s o r r y .  

I 0: Before w e  recess th.e hea r ing ,  i f  you have 
any documents, any memorandums, any photos ,  maps, o r  o t h e r  
m a t e r i a l s  which might be of a s s i s t a n c e  t o  us i n  t h i s  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  we'd very much a p p r e c i a t e  having them. 
Do you have any by chance? 

A. I ' m  s o r r y ,  sir ,  I d o n ' t - h a v e  anything.  I ' d  
  

be g l a d  t o  g ive  it t o  you i f  I . h a d  it. 
 


Q. Also,  I ' m  s u r e  t h a t  we h a v e . t h i s  morning added 
a l i t t l e  b i t  t o  your knowledge of what t r a n s p i r e d  through 
our d i scuss ion .  I f  a t  some f u t u r e  t i m e  t h i s  in format ion  
and o t h e r  t h i n g s  s t a r t  t o  come t o g e t h e r  i n  t h e  back of 
your mind and you r e c a l l  some information which may be 
of a s s i s t a n c e  t o  us ,  w e  ' d  very much a p p r e c i a t e  your ge t ­
t i n g  i n  touch wi th  us s o  we can a r range  t o  have t h i s  
information made a ma t t e r  of record.  Before w e  recess, 
do you have any s t a t emen t  which you'd l i k e  t o  make o r  
  

any ques t ions  you'd l i k e  t o  ask? 
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A. S i r ,  th.e on ly  s tatement  t h a t  I ' d  l i k e  t o  make 
is t h a t  I ' v e  probably made t h e  Army sound very bad t h i s  
morning. I d o n ' t  r e a l l y  mean t o .  I love  it. I ' v e  spent  
8 yea r s  a c t i v e  and 10 reserve .  I th ink  t h i s  i s  why 
My Lai upse t  me s o  much because it i s  j u s t  t e r r i b l y  ou t  
of cha rac te r .  I t  r e a l l y  i s  a t  l e a s t  t h e  ' f a c t s  a s  I thought 
I knew them. A s  I s a i d  be fo re ,  i t ' s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  I was 
wrong and t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  and t h a t  the  
a l l e g a t i o n s  were disproved, and t h a t  I was never informed 
of t h i s  a t  any time. 

a.  Do you have anything f u r t h e r ?  
  

A. NO, sir. 
 

10: This  hear ing  w i l l  r ecess .  
  

J [The,hearing recessed a t  1045  hours ,  1 2  January 

1970.) 
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