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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: NEUMANN, W i l l i a m  G .  

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 1 3  January  1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: A i r l i f t  P la toon  Leader ,  
174th  Avia t ion  Company. 

1. KNOWLEDGE OF THE OPERATION. 

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  a l though h i s  p e r s o n a l  l o g  
i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  he  had flown some 10 hours  on 16 March 1968, 
he could  n o t  r e c a l l  t h e  s p e c i f i c  o p e r a t i o n  (pgs .  4 ,  9 ) .  
H e  d i d  recal l  some in fo rmat ion  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  174th  Avia t ion .  
H e  no ted  t h a t  when h i s  u n i t  was s u p p o r t i n g  an o p e r a t i o n  
o c c a s i o n a l l y  an o f f i c e r  from t h e  a v i a t i o n  would go t o  t h e  
ground u n i t ' s  b r i e f i n g ,  then  r e t u r n  and b r i e f  t h e  a i r  u n i t  
(pg. 4 ) .  H e  no ted  t h a t  t h e i r  s t r e n g t h  w a s  augmented from 
t i m e  t o  t i m e  by s h i p s  from t h e  176th  and t h e  7 1 s t  Avia t ion  
Companies (pg. 1 2 ) .  H e  no ted  t h a t  by 16 March r e f u e l i n g  
o f  l i f t  s h i p s  from LZ D o t t i e  was no problem, s i n c e  by t h a t  
t i m e  t h a t  l a n d i n g  zone had r e f u e l i n g  c a p a b i l i t i e s  (pg .  7) . 
He noted  t h a t  he was f a m i l i a r  wi th  t h e  My Lai  a r e a ,  b u t  cou ld  
n o t  r e c a l l  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  i n  q u e s t i o n  (pg. 9 )  . 
2 .  INFORMATION REGARDING THE MY LA1 INCIDENT. 

The w i t n e s s  r ecoun ted  a b u l l  s e s s i o n  t h a t  he  overheard  
wherein someone commented t h a t  a l a r g e  number o f  c i v i l i a n  
bod ies  were seen  i n  t h e  My Lai  a r e a .  The w i t n e s s  i n f e r r e d  
t h a t  t h e  d e a t h s  w e r e  due t o  a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  and d i d  n o t  pursue  
t h e  m a t t e r  (pgs .  24, 25, 27, 30, 32) . H e  f u r t h e r  r e l a t e d  
he had spoken i n  l a t e  1969 t o  Warrant O f f i c e r s  BURTON, 
FIELDING, and HOLCOMBE, b u t  t h a t  they  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  any 
s p e c i f i c s  o f  t h e  i n c i d e n t  o r  any c o n v e r s a t i o n s  concerning it 
(pgs.  29-32) . 
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3 .  ENGAGEMENT OF SUSPECTS WHILE SUPPORTING GROUND 
OPERATIONS. 

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  c i v i l i a n s  were o f t e n  seen  
moving down Highway 521 d u r i n g  o p e r a t i o n s  i n  t h e  My Lai  
a r e a .  These persons  would n o t  t a k e  e v a s i v e  a c t i o n  (pgs .  1 4 ,  
1 5 ) .  The w i t n e s s  d e s c r i b e d  t h e  a c t i o n s  o f  t h e  s u p p o r t  s h i p s  
a i d i n g  a ground o p e r a t i o n  when d e a l i n g  w i t h  s u s p e c t s  a s  
fo l lows :  Persons  seen f l e e i n g  t h e  ground t r o o p s  would be  
d i r e c t e d  toward t h e  ground t r o o p s  s o  t h a t  t h e i r  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  
cou ld  be checked and s o  t h a t  they  might be  i n t e r r o g a t e d .  
I f  they  a t tempted t o  evade t h e  h e l i c o p t e r ,  e i t h e r  they  were 
al lowed t o  l e a v e  o r  t h e y  w e r e ' s h o t .  The ground commander 
made t h e  d e c i s i o n  on t h e i r  d i s p o s i t i o n  (pgs .  19-22, 34-38). 
H e  r e c a l l e d  no i n s t a n c e  when women o r  c h i l d r e n  were k i l l e d  
i n  t h e  aforementioned s i t u a t i o n  (pg. 1 9 ) .  

4 .  OTHER INFORMATION. C ;  
c; 

The wi. tness noted  t h a t  he cons ide red  t h e  Sharks  a very  
p r o f e s s i o n a l  u n i t  and added t h a t  he  never  hea rd  them accused ..;-j
of  u s i n g  unnecessary f i repower (pg. 3 3 ) .  The w i t n e s s  took ~i 
o v e r  a s  t h e  Shark commander i n  May (pg. 23) . 
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(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  0850 hour s ,  1 3  
January 1970.)  

MR WEST: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR: The fo l lowing  persons  a r e  p r e s e n t :  
LTC PATTERSON, and MAJ COOP. 

MR WEST, 

MR WEST: The r e c o r d e r  w i l l  be sworn. 

(Major Joe  C. THOMAS, r e c o r d e r ,  w a s  du ly  sworn. ) 

RCDR: The n e x t  w i t n e s s  i s  Captain  Will iam G. -NEUMANN. 

(CPT NEUMANN w a s  c a l l e d  as a w i t n e s s ,  was sworn, 
and t e s t i f i e d  as fo l lows  : )  

W i l l  you s ta te  your  f u l l  name, g rade ,  S o c i a l  
S e c u r i t y  number, branch o f  s e r v i c e ,  o r g a n i z a t i o n  and 
s t a t i o n ?  

A. William G. NEUFIATJN, Capta in ,  F i e l d  A r t i l l e r y ,  
Headquar ters  and S e r v i c e  Company, F o r t  Rucker, 

Alabama. 

Q- United S t a t e s  Army? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

MR WEST: Capta in  NEUMANN, b e f o r e  w e  g e t  i n t o  any q u e s t i o n s  
I w i l l  t e l l  you something about  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h i s  i n q u i r y .  

Th i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was d i r e c t e d  j o i n t l y  by t h e  
S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  Army and t h e  Army Chief o f  S t a f f  f o r  t h e  
purpose o f  de te rmin ing  f a c t s  and making f i n d i n g s  and re-
commendations concerning two g e n e r a l  a r e a s :. 

(1) t h e  adequacy o f  p r i o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  and 
i n q u i r i e s  i n t o  and subsequent  reviews and r e p o r t s  w i t h i n  t h e  
cha in  o f  command o f  what ' s  now commonly r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  t h e  My 
L a i  i n c i d e n t  o f  16 March 1968, and 

(2) t h e  p o s s i b l e  suppres s ion  o r  w i thho ld ing  of 
i n fo rma t ion  by any person who had a du ty  t o  r e p o r t  and f u r n i s h  
in fo rma t ion  concern ing  t h i s  i n c i d e n t .  I n  o t h e r  words, whether 
t h e r e  w a s  a  coverup.  
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Th i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i s  n o t  be ing  conducted t o  
i n q u i r e  i n t o  a l l  ' t h e  f a c t s  and c i rcumstances  o f  what hap- 
pened a t  My L a i .  I t  i s  d i r e c t e d  t o  t hose  s p e c i f i c  purposes 
which I have j u s t  s t a t e d .  For example, we ' r e  n o t  d i r e c t l y  
concerned w i t h  t h e  p o s s i b l e  c r i m i n a l  c u l p a b i l i t y  o f  any 
i n d i v i d u a l  f o r  t h i n g s  t h a t  happened t h e r e  t h a t  morning. 

W e  have had made a v a i l a b l e  t o  us and have re-
viewed p r i o r  o f f i c i a l  s t a t e m e n t s  ob ta ined  i n  o t h e r  i n v e s t i -  
g a t i o n s  of  t h e  My La i  i n c i d e n t ,  For example, t h e  s t a t emen t  
which you gave t o  t h e  C I D  a g e n t s  a t  t h e  t ime o r  sometiine 
ago. 

Your tes t imony w i l l  be  t aken  under o a t h  and 
a verba t im t r a n s c r i p t  w i l l  be  p repared  and a t a p e  r eco rd ing  
i s  be ing  made i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  verba t im n o t e s  be ing  
t aken  by t h e  r e p o r t e r .  

Although t h e  g e n e r a l  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of o u r  re-
p o r t  w i l l  b e  c o n f i d e n t i a l ,  i t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h e  t e s t i -  
mony o r  p a r t s  o f  i t  may l a t e r  become a  m a t t e r  of p u b l i c  
knowledge. 

You a r e  d i r e c t e d  n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  your  t es t imony 
w i t h  o t h e r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  o t h e r  w i t n e s s e s  f o r  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a -  
t i o n  e x c e p t  i n  t h e  performance of  o f f i c i a l  du ty  o r  a s  you 
may be r e q u i r e d  t o  do b e f o r e  a competent j u d i c i a l ,  l e g i s -
l a t i v e ,  o r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  body. 

I n  c a s e  you have received! an o r d e r  from t h e  
m i l i t a r y  judge i n  t h e  case of t h e  United S t a t e s  v.  C a l l e y ,  
you a r e  adv i sed  t h a t  it i s  c o n s i s t e n t  wi th  i h a t  o r d e r  f o r  
you t o  appear  today and provide  tes t imony,  and a l s o ,  o u r  
r e q u e s t  f o r  you n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  proceedings  h e r e ,  and 
your  t es t imony b e f o r e  t h i s  body does no t  i n  any way a f f e c t  
t h e  a p p l i c a b i l i t y  o f  t h a t  o r d e r .  Do you have any question,^? 

A. No, sir.  

MR WEST: Colonel  PATTERSON, w i l l  you l e a d  t h e  i n t e r r o -  
g a t i o n  p l e a s e ?  

LTC PATTERSON: Capta in  NEUPIANN, what w a s  your u n i t  of 
assignment on 16 March 1 9 6 8 ?  
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A, A t  t h a t  per iod  of time I was t h e  2d Platoon 
l e a d e r  of the  174th Aviat ion Company, 14 th  Combat Avia-
t i o n  B a t t a l i o n  loca ted  a t  Duc Pho. 

Q - 2d Platoon l e a d e r ?  

A. Yes, sir.  

Q What k ind  of a  p la toon is  t h a t ?  

A.  A l i f t  platoon.  An a i r l i f t  p l a toon .  We oper-
a t e d  under an a s s a u l t  h e l i c o p t e r  company wi th  t h e  1st and 

' 2d Platoons t h e  l i f t  p la toons  and t h e  3d Platoon was gun-. .. 
s h i p s .  

Q. And t h e  a i r c r a f t  t h a t  you were assigned were 
what type? 

A. UH-1D models. 

Q- What type  of missions would you be expected 
t o  f l y  o r  w e r e  you f l y i n g ?  

A. We flew--

Q . ( In te rpos ing)  I n  the 16 March 1968 time frame? 

A. We flew--in t h a t  pe r iod  o f  t ime we f lew C A ' s ,  
which a r e  combat a s s a u l t s ,  of course ,  and t h e  resupply m i s -
s i o n s ,  t r a s h  and ash ,  f l a r e  s h i p  missions a t  n i g h t ,  command 
and c o n t r o l  a i r c r a f t  f o r  b a t t a l i o n  commanders f o r  t h e  var ious  
b a t t a l i o n s  f o r  t h e  11th  Brigade and t h a t ' s  about it. 

Q. We have reviewed your s t a t ement  g iven  t o  t h e  C I D  
agent ,  M r .  J%ERCER, on 20 December 1969. I n  t h i s  s ta tement  
you descr ibed  t h e  s t andard  procedure f o r  combat opera t ions ,  
t o  inc lude  t h e  b r i e f i n g  t h a t  you rece ived  from t h e  company 
opera t ions  o f f i c e r ,  t h e  r u l e s  of  engagement f o r  t h e  door-
gunners of your l i f t  s h i p s  during a combat a s s a u l t ,  the mis-
s i o n s  assigned t o  t h e  gunships t h a t  accompanied the l i f t  
s h i p s  i n  the  combat a s s a u l t ,  and something t o  t h e  e f f e c t  
of  t h e  l a r g e  number of combat a s s a u l t s  t h a t  you p a r t i c i p a t e d  
i n  whi le  i n  Vietnam. With t h i s  background d a t a ,  and with *-. 
what you have i n d i c a t e d  t o  be s t andard  opera t ing  procedure 
w i t h i n  the  174th ,  do you r e c a l l  r ece iv ing  a b r i e f i n g  on the  
n i g h t  of 15 March 1968 wi th  r e fe rence  t o  a b a t t a l i o n - s i z e d  
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ope ra t ion  i n t o  the My Lai  ( 4 ) ,  o r  perhaps you might know it 
as t h e  P i n k v i l l e  a rea?  Before you answer, l e t  me g ive  you 
a  l i t t l e  more information.  This mission was being flown i n  
support  o f  Task Force Barker,  headquartered a t  LZ Dot t i e ,  
and was t o  c o n s i s t  of  an i n s e r t i o n  of two r i f l e  companies 
i n t o  t h e  a r e a  P i n k v i l l e  and My Lai ( 4 ) ,  w i t h  t h e  t h i r d  r i f l e  
company of  Task Force Barker t o  b& i n  a  blocking p o s i t i o n  
t o  t h e  nor th .  The l i f t e d - - t h e  a i r l i f t e d  companies--one 
would go i n  g e n e r a l l y  t o  t h e  west and one g e n e r a l l y  t o  t h e  
south .  Both of  t h e s e  r i f l e  companies were then  t o  push 
towards t h e  blocking fo rce  i n  t h e  nor th .  Do you r e c a l l  
rece iv ing  any b r i e f i n g  concerning an opera t ion  o f  t h i s  type? 

A. Any a c t u a l  b r i e f ing- - I  d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any 
a c t u a l  b r i e f i n g  on t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  mission.  On a g r e a t  
number of occasions-- this  i s  considered a  smal l  l i f t ,  i n  
o t h e r  words. A s  I s t a t e d  on t h e  C I D  r e p o r t  t h e r e ,  what 
we normally d i d  on t h e  f i r s t  couple of  hours i n  t h e  morning, 
we ran  C A 1 s  t h a t  t h e  l l t h  Brigade had. Usually the coordi-
na t ion  on t h a t  was made t e l ephon ica l ly  between t h e  opera t ions  
s e c t i o n  from t h e  l l t h ,  where they had coordinated t h e i r  ba t -  
t a l i o n ' s  r eques t s  f o r  t h e  next  day. Then they were c a l l e d  
down t o  our  people and we, i n  t u r n ,  gave our  own b r i e f i n g  t o  
comply wi th  what they  had wanted. Very seldom d i d  we a c t u a l l y  
work with t h e  b a t t a l i o n  people.  

Q • I understand t h a t  what you a r e  say ing  is t h a t  
the  a v i a t i o n  people conducted t h e i r  own b r i e f i n g s  and w e r e  
no t  b r i e f e d  d i r e c t l y  by t h e  ground u n i t s ,  b u t  I t h i n k  we 
should c l a r i f y  t h a t  t h e  opera t ions  element of t h e  a v i a t i o n  
company--an o f f i c e r ,  o r  someone e l s e  w i t h i n  t h e  u n i t  
would be designated by t h e  opera t ions  people of t h e  a v i a t i o n  
company t o  go t o  t h e  supported u n i t  and r e c e i v e  a b r i e f i n g  
and then  come back and p lan  t h e  mission and b r i e f  t h e  
a v i a t i o n  personnel?  

A. Tha t ' s  k ind  of news t o  me. I wasn ' t  aware of 
this. 

Q - Who was your opera t ions  o f f i c e r  a t  t h i s  t ime? 

A - My opera t ions  o f f i c e r ,  I t h i n k  a t  the t i m e  would 
have been Lieutenant  Lanny MCCRARY. 
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Q. m a t  makes you t h i n k  t h a t ?  

A. E i t h e r  he  o r  Major GIBSON, Glen GIBSON. No. I 
s t a n d  cor rec ted .  Major GIBSON would have been t h e  opera t ions  
o f f i c e r  or PETERS, Lieutenant  PETERS. 

Q - '  Now, you've given m e  t h r e e  names, Captain NEUMANN: 
MCCRARY, GIBSON, and PETERS. A r e  you guessing? 

A. Le t  m e  look a t  t h i s  t h i n g .  Major GIBSON, he w a s ,  
f o r  a pe r iod  of t ime,  t h e  opera t ions  o f f i c e r .  H e  may have 
gone t o  be t h e  company XO. L ieutenant  MCCRARY took over t h e  
guns i n  February,  s o  he would ' t  have been i t ,  s o  t h a t  leaves--
Lieutenant  PETERS w a s  t h e  opera t ions  o f f i c e r  a t  t h a t  time. 

Q= T h a t ' s  t h e  informat ion  t h a t  I have,  t h a t  Lieuten- 
a n t  PETERS w a s  t h e  opera t ions  o f f i c e r .  I am a l s o  of t h e  
opin ion ,  through previous tes t imony,  t h a t  Major GIBSON was 
t h e  commander of t h e  a v i a t i o n  company? 

A.  Tha t ' s  r i g h t .  Major WHEAT had l e f t  a t  t h a t  time. 
H e  l e f t  i n  February. 

Q- Major GIBSON w a s  t h e  commander? 

A. Y e s ,  

Q o  D o  you know who t h e  XO was? 

A. Captain BOSTELL. 

Q- And t h e  opera t ions  o f f i c e r  w a s  Captain PETERS? 

A. Lieutenant  PETERS a t  t h a t  t i m e .  

Q - W a s  any other o f f i c e r  i n  o p e r a t i o n s  t h a t  you are 
aware o f ?  

A. Any o t h e r  o f f i c e r  i n  opera t ions?  There may have 
been a war ran t  t h a t  a s s i s t e d .  MAGNO. CW2 MAGNO. I 'm n o t  
s u r e  i f  he w a s  i n  t h e r e  then.  

Q - But you d o n ' t  recall  any o t h e r  o f f i c e r s  i n  
o p e r a t  ions  ? 
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A .  Not a t  the time. No. 

( A t  t h i s  p o i n t  i n  t h e  proceedings COL F R A N K L I N  
e n t e r e d  t h e  hear ing .  ) 

Q So w e  have e s t a b l i s h e d  at Lieutenant  PETERS 
was t h e  opera t ions  o f f i c e r .  Did you, a s  a l i f t  p la toon 
l e a d e r ,  e v e r  accompany anyone t o  a ground u n i t  t o  r ece ive  
a ground u n i t  b r i e f i n g ,  and then  come back and p lan  t h e  
mission as  f l i g h t  l e a d ,  and b r i e f  t h e  a v i a t i o n  personnel  
of  t h e  a v i a t i o n  company? 

A.  Yes, sir .  I s u r e  d id .  

Q Okay. This  is  the procedure t h a t  I descr ibed  a 
l i t t l e  b i t  e a r l i e r  when I asked i f  you d i d n ' t  go t o  t h e  
ground u n i t  and develop t h e  mission and come back and b r i e f  
t h e  a v i a t i o n  company? 

A. Yes. I d i d ,  i n  f a c t ,  do t h i s ,  bu t  i t  was on 
poss ib ly  one o r  two occasions and very i n f r e q u e n t l y .  

Q * You do n o t  r e c a l l  going t o  Task Force Barker a t  
LZ Dot t i e  on o r  about 15  March and p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  a b r i e f i n g  
f o r  t h e  opera t ion  t h a t  I descr ibed  e a r l i e r ?  

-

A. NO, s i r ,  I s u r e  donet. 

Q. The opera t ion  t h a t  I desc r ibed ,  t h e  i n s e r t i o n  of  
two r i f l e  companies, would have been a l a r g e  o p e r a t i o n  i n  
terms of a v i a t i o n  company th inking .  There would have been 
some r e f u e l i n g  d i f f i c u l t i e s  h e r e ,  unless  t h e r e  were a good 
number of o p e r a t i o n a l l y  ready s l i c k  a i r c r a f t  t o  accomplish 
t h e  l i f t ,  and i t  t h ~  commander wanted t o  g e t  h i s  
t roops  on t h e  ground, both companies r a p i d l y ,  which I assume 
w a s  normal. The ground u n i t s  always wanted t h e i r  t roops  
on t h e  ground f a s t ,  d i d  they  no t?  

A. Right ,  s ir ,  

Q To l i f t  two companies w i t h  a smal l  number of a i r -
c r a f t ,  f i v e  s l i c k s  cr. so ,  would have taken s e v e r a l  d i f f e r e n t  
l i f t s  i n  o r d e r  t o  accomplish g e t t i n g  both r i f l e  companies on 
t h e  ground, would it no t?  
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A. W e l l ,  s i r ,  I am n o t  r e a l l y  s u r e  t h a t  t h e r e  were 
two r i f l e  companies. Now, we may have l i f t e d  j u s t  one of 
t h e  two r i f l e  companies i n ,  i f  i n  f a c t  t h e r e  were two com- 
panies  l i f t e d .  Refueling was n o t  r e a l l y  t h e  problem i t  may 
seem. I th ink  Dot t ie  had r e f u e l i n g  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  They had 
about f o u r  o r  f i v e  refu- l ing  p o i n t s  a t  Dot t i e  which w e  used 
f o r  r e f u e l i n g ,  s o  t h a t  wouldn't  have been t h a t  much of a fac-
t o r .  I f  i n  f a c t  i t  was bu t  one company, t h e r e  would be no 
problem a t  a l l  from Dot t ie  t o  south  of Uptight ,  which I guess 
is My Lai ( 4 )  which would have involved about a 10 minute 
f l i g h t .  

Q* L e t  me back o f f  a l i t t l e  b i t  he re .  F i r s t  o f f ,  t h e  
ques t ions  I am going t o  ask you h e r e  and your answers t o  them 
--we have g o t  t o  s e p a r a t e  f a c t  from deduct ive o r  l o g i c a l  
th inking .  I f  I ask you a  s p e c i f i c  ques t ion ,  I want a  s p e c i f i c  
answer t h a t  you do o r  do n o t  know. I f  you i n j e c t  any deduct ive 
th ink ing  o r  l o g i c  o r  s tandard  opera t ing  procedure,  p lease  
s o  i n d i c a t e ,  and we w i l l  keep them separa ted .  Do you 
o r  do you n o t  r e c a l l  a t t end ing  a  b r i e f i n g  on t h e  n i g h t  of 15  
March, e i t h e r  a t  t h e  ground u n i t  o r  a t  your a v i a t i o n  u n i t  
concerning the  opera t ion  t h a t  I d e s c r i l z d ?  

A. No, sir. I do n o t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  remember the  
b r i e f i n g .  

Q. W e  have previous testimony and have reason t o  
b e l i e v e  t h a t  a  b r i e f i n g  was conducted, both a t  LZ D o t t i e ,  a t  
t h e  Task Force Barker C P ,  and subsequent ly , a t  t h e  a v i a t i o n  
u n i t s  back a t  your home s t a t i o n  a t  Duc Pho. On the morning 
of  16 March, t h e  174th Aviation Company was augumented by 
s l i c k s  from another  a v i a t i o n  company t o  suppor t  t h i s  l i f t  
because of the  s i z e  of the  fo rces  t o  be i n s e r t e d :  two 
r i f l e  companies. We have reason t o  b e l i e v e  t h e r e  were n ine  
s l i c k s  involved.  The PZ was LZ D o t t i e  and t h e  LZ was i n  
t h e  P i n k v i l l e ,  My Lai  ( 4 )  area .  Take o f f  time from Duc Pho 
was scheduled f o r  0645. You were t o  meet t h e s e  o t h e r  s h i p s ,  
t h e  augmented a i r c r a f t ,  a t  LZ D o t t i e ,  because they  were 
coming o u t . o f  another  a rea .  The pickup of t roops  and l i f t -  
o f f  from t h e  LZ was e f f e c t e d  somewhere i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of  
0715 wi th  touchdown on t h e  LZ a t  0730; a f l i g h t  of  nine i n  
V's of t h r e e .  The f l i g h t s  i n  t h e  formation were Alpha 
f l i g h t ,  Bravo f l i g h t ,  Char l i e  f l i g h t .  The LZ was prepared 
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by about a 3-minute a r t i l l e r y  prep.  Once t h e  a r t i l l e r y  had 
s h u t  o f f ,  t h e  gunships suppressed once o r  more and then  
e s c o r t e d  t h e  t h r e e  V ' s  of s l i c k s  i n t o  t h e  LZ. The s l i c k s  
were landing t o  t h e  nor th .  Coming ou t  of D o t t i e ,  they  then  
had t o  proceed t o  the south ,  t u r n  t o  t h e  n o r t h ,  and land a t  
t h e  LZ. Does anything r i n g  a b e l l ,  a s  f a r  a s  your f l y i n g  
i n  t h i s  opera t ion ,  y e t ?  

A. No, sir .  The n ine  a i r c ra f t - -do  you happen t o  
know what t h e  weather was l i k e  on t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  day? D o  
you know i f  it was down low? 

Q No, it was no t .  It was a cloudy, o v e r c a s t  day, 
b u t  t h e  v i s i b i l i t y  was good. 

A. The v i s i b i l i t y  w a s  good, b u t  up h igh  it was n o t  
too  good? 

Q. I e s t i m a t e  t h a t  i t  wasn ' t .  The ground v i s i b i l i t y  
was 3 t o  5 mi les .  

A. I see .  

Q. I have h e r e  a map 1:50,000, s h e e t  number 6739, 
e n t e r e d  as  an e x h i b i t  i n t o  t h i s  i n q u i r y ,  Exh ib i t  MAP-5. For 
o r i e n t a t i o n  purposes t h e  r e d  road running g e n e r a l l y  nor th  
and south  i s  Route 1. LZ Dot t i e  was t o  t h e  e a s t  and j u s t  o f f  
t o  t h e  map t o  the  nor th .  There was another  f i r e  suppor t  base 
as we l l .  There was another  f i r e  support  base ,  do you re-
c a l l  t h e  name of t h i s  one? 

Uptight .  

Q .  Correct .  This i s  P i n k v i l l e ,  a s  I b e l i e v e  it was 
known t o  t h e  personnel  i n  t h e  a r e a ,  and I b e l i e v e  you c a l l e d  
t h i s  r i v e r  running ::om the  China s e a  west towards Quang Ngai 
t h e  Quang Ngai River; Song Tra Khuc. From P i n k v i l l e  running 
genera l ly  t o  t h e  southwest i s  a road, d i r t  road, Highway 521 
and i t  joins  Route 1 t o  t h e  confluence of Route 1 and the  
br idge  j u s t  nor th  of t h e  Quang Ngai City on t h e  nor th  bank of  
t h e  Quang Ngai River. You have another  small  r i v e r  running 
from t h e  China Sea wes te r ly ,  meandering approximately 4 t o  5 
k i lometers  nor th  of t h e  Quang Ngai River and j u s t  nor th  of  
t h e  bend of t h i s  r i v e r  t o  t h e  northwest of  P i n k v i l l e  where 
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the blocking company, t h e  t h i r d  company of Task Force Barker 
was i n  p o s i t i o n ,  and they  had walked i n t o  t h i s  p o s i t i o n .  
The combat a s s a u l t  t h a t  I have j u s t  described--I  d o n ' t  
know your f l i g h t  p a t h ,  however, I have reason t o  b e l i e v e  
t h a t  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  was coming o u t  of  f i r e  suppor t  base 
Uptight ,  s o  your gun t a r g e t  l i n e  would have been from 
LZ Uptight t o  the  o p e r a t i o n a l  a rea .  Your f l i g h t  pa th  
probably took you down j u s t  t o  t h e  e a s t  of t h e  road o r  
over t h e  road ,  and you turned  around and went j u s t  t o  t h e  
w e s t  s i d e  of H i l l  85, tu rn ing  t o  t h e  n o r t h ,  and landed i n  
a r i c e  paddy j u s t  t o  t h e  w e s t  of  My Lai ( 4 ) ,  i n d i c a t e d  
h e r e  ( p o i n t i n g ) .  My Lai ( 4 )  on an a e r i a l  photograph looks 
l i k e  t h a t  (handing t h e  wi tness  E x h i b i t  P-1) . Now, of 
course,  we 've  g o t  t h i s  a e r i a l  photograph blown up. 

Does MY Lai  ( 4 )  and t h e  a r e a  j u s t  t o  t h e  w e s t  
of My Lai ( 4 )  where t h e  LZ was repor ted  t o  be look f a m i l i a r  
t o  you? 

A. This whole a r e a  i s  p r e t t y  much f a m i l i a r  t o  m e .  
We've run numerous opera t ions  i n  t l i s  a rea .  Y e s ,  i t  does 
look f a m i l i a r ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  l i t t l e . 5 r i d g e  you had poin ted  
o u t ,  a s  the  blocking fo rce  was l o c a t e d  t o  t h e  e a s t  of t h a t  
l o c a t i o n .  We had a couple of occasions where we  helped 
t h e  i n £an t ry  people ou t  i n  t h a t  a rea .  

Q. You had conducted s e v e r a l  ope ra t ions  i n  this 
a r e a ,  and t h e  one t h a t  we a r e  t r y i n g  t o  i s o l a t e  h e r e  is a 
p a r t i c u l a r  opera t ion  on 16 March. Do you r e c a l l ,  Captain 
NEUMANN, how many hours .you flew on 1 6  March? 

A. My f l i g h t  record  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  I f l e w  over 
10  hours  on t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  day, which was n o t  unccmmon. 

Q Okay. Do you have any r e c a l l  of the  a r e a  now, 
a f t e r  looking a t  t h e  map and a f t e r  t h e  o r i e n t a t i o n  of - what 
occurred up t o  0730 on t h e  morning of t h e  16 th?  

A. m, sir. I do not .  Not s p e c i f i c a l l y  on the  
morning o f  the 16th.  I cannot i s o l a t e  it. 

Q Okay. I a m  going t o  t e l l  you some more a s  t o  
what w e  t h i n k  occurred,  based on previous tes t imony and 
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o t h e r  evidence,  w i t h  t h e  i d e a  being t o  t r y  t o  g e t  you 
t o  r e c a l l .  

A. Can I ask a  ques t ion?  

The LZ you say had an a r t i l l e r y  prep? I t  wasn ' t  
then--was i t  o r  was it n o t  marked by smoke from t h e  
Charl ie-Charl ie  b i r d ?  

Q. On s h o r t  f i n a l ,  t h e  Dolphin l ead  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  
t h e r e  w a s n ' t  time t o  mark, s o  he d i d n ' t  need a  mark. He 
went r i g h t  i n  when t h e  a r t i l l e r y  was landing.  There was 
some d i scuss ion ,  apparent ly ,  between Dolphin l e a d  and t h e .  
C&C reference  the  mark, b u t  because of t h e  suspected sup- 
p ress ion  run by t h e  gunships,  no mark was made. 

A. This l i f t  was a one LZ a f f a i r ?  

Q. So f a r .  

A .  You mentioned A ,  B, and C l i f t s .  Usual ly,  we 
broke them down only i f  we had m u l t i p l e  LZ 's t h a t  we were 
going i n t o ,  and it's--

& . ( In te rpos ing)  There was only one LZ used a t  
t h i s  p o i n t  of time. The f l i g h t  of n i n e  then  re tu rned  t o  
LZ Dot t ie  and made a subsequent pickup of t h e  balance of 
t h e  r i f l e  company, which was C/1/20. They went southbound 
again and i n s e r t e d  i n t o  t h e  same LZ t h e  balance of C 1/20. 
The f i r s t  lift i n  o f  C/1/20 was repor ted  co ld ,  however, 
coming out  of t h e  second l i f t  of t h i s  LZ,  one of t h e  s l i c k s  
repor ted  rece iv ing  f i r e  from a v i l l a g e  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of 
t h e  LZ. 

A .  Do yo= r e z a l l  whether t h a t  would have been on 
takeoff  a f t e r  t h e  second l i f t ?  

Q. That would have been a f t e r  depar t ing  t h e  LZ 
a r e a  o r  j u s t  a s  depar t ing  t h e  LZ a rea .  You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  
y e t ?  

(No response.  ) 
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Okay. The s l i c k s  then  went t o  p ick  up another  

u n i t ,  t h e  second company of Task Force Barker. The f i r s t  
company, A Company, i f  you r e c a l l ,  was i n  a blocking posi-
t i o n  down nor th  of t h e  r i v e r .  C Company was on t h e  ground 
t o  t h e  w e s t  of My Lai.  I f  you r e c a l l  t h e  scheme of maneuver, 
B Company was t o  a i r  a s s a u l t  somewhere t o  t h e  sou th  
of the o p e r a t i o n a l  a rea .  B/4/3 was a i r l i f t e d  from a PZ and 
went i n t o  an LZ somewhere t o  t h e  southwest of P i n k v i l l e .  This 
LZ was a l s o  prepared by a r t i l l e r y  on LZ Upt ight ,  and as  t h e  
s l i c k s  w e r e  on s h o r t  f i n a l  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  had n o t  c u t  o f f ,  and 
t h e  s l i c k s  made a go-around. S i g n i f i c a n t  h e r e  is t h a t  sup-
p o r t i n g  t h i s  opera t ion  a t  t h i s  t ime was B Company of the 
123d Aviat ion B a t t a l i o n ,  c a l l e d  t h e  aero-scouts ,  which w e r e  
ope ra t ing  genera l ly  i n  this same a r e a ,  p l u s ,  of course ,  the 
normal complement of C&C a i r c r a f t .  As an a v i a t o r ,  I am s u r e  
you can recognize t h a t  t h e r e  must have been some concern i n  
t h e  minds of  those f l y i n g  those  s l i c k s  a s  t o  a i r  speed, 
a l t i t u d e ,  and midai r  c o l l i s i o n s .  However, a f t e r  g e t t i n g  
s t r a i g h t e n e d  around, they made another  approach and landed 
a t  t h e  LZ co ld ,  and a t  0827 hours  t h e  second l i f t  of B/4/3 
was completed. 

A. Do you know i f  t h a t  would have been a landing 
on--what i s  t h i s  (po in t ing  t o  MAP-5).  a graveyard? Close 
t o  t h i s  graveyard down h e r e ?  

Q. It could h.ave been c l o s e  t o  t h a t  graveyard.  

Landing t o  t h e  e a s t ?  

Q =  Probably landing t o  t h e  e a s t .  Do you have any
P 
9 r e c a l l  of t h i s  opera t ion  thus  f a r ?  

A. It would be a vague r e c a l l ,  a t  b e s t ,  r i g h t  now. 
a 
[a3 Q Let  me ask you t h i s .  Do you t h i n k  you were 
W l ead ing  t h i s  opera t ion?  

(NO response. 

Captain NEUMANN, a s  an a v i a t o r ,  as I am, and 
having flown a couple of combat a s s a u l t s  i n  two t o u r s ,  I 
can remember v i v i d l y  every qo-around, and I could number 
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them on my r i g h t , h a n d ,  t h a t  I have had t o  make because of 
f a i l u r e  of t h e  a r t i l l e r y  t o  s h u t  o f f .  I remember them 
v i v i d l y  because of t h e  s c a r e  f a c t o r  t h a t  went through me 
s i t t i n g  i n  the  l e a d  s h i p  and th ink ing  about t h e  stack-up 
behind. Does t h i s  incident--do you r e c a l l  many qo-
arounds i n  your funct ioning  as  lead?  

A ,  No, sir .  Not t h a t  many go-arounds. 

Q. And this one d o e s ' t  seem t o  r i n g  any b e l l s ?  

A.  No, sir. I t ' s  e n t i r e l y  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  I wasn ' t  
even leading  it. 

Q I t  is indeed p o s s i b l e  t h a t  you were n o t  lead .  
I f  you were no t  l e a d ,  and I am asking for an opin ion ,  who 
would l o g i c a l l y  have been lead?  

A. Lieutenant  MILLIKIN, Donald M I L L I K I N ,  the o t h e r  
p la toon l e a d e r  a t  t h e  t ime. E i t h e r  he o r  mysel f ,  o r  i f  it 
was a l a r g e  opera t ion ,  and by t h a t  I .mean an a v i a t i o n  
b a t t a l i o n  type opera t ion ,  i t  would have been--

Q . ( In terpos ing)  I t  was not .  Do you r e c a l l  now 
t h e  augmentation of four  s h i p s ,  o r  was t h i s  a s t andard  
p r a c t i c e ?  

a s :  

A .  Yes. Get t ing  o t h e r  a i r c r a f t  from s i s t e r  com-
panies  i n  our a v i a t i o n  b a t t a l i o n  was a common p r a c t i c e  t o  
meet the  needs of t h e  ground people. 

% 

Q Where d i d  you usual ly  g e t  a u g m e n t a t i v e  s l i c k s  
from, i n  the  March 1968 time frame? 

A. The 176th Aviation Company a t  Chu Lai  and a l s o  
t h e  7 1 s t  Aviation Corpany a l s o  a t  Chu Lai .  They were sis-
t e r  l i f t  companies i n  t h e  b a t t a l i o n .  

8 Did you a l s o  g e t  gunship support  from these units? 

A. Yes, sir.  Gunship suppor t  was a l s o  common. 

Q How many guns would have p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  an 
opera t ion  of  t h i s  s i z e  under usual  condi t ions?  
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A. Normally, I would say. a t  l e a s t  two l i g h t  teams 
i f  w e  had them. I f  our  company had two l i g h t  teams w e  
would probably go wi th  two l i g h t  teams. 

Q. Were gunships and s l i c k s  i n  r a t h e r  s h o r t  supply 
i n  t h i s  March 1968 time frame? You r e c a l l  t h i s  was j u s t  a 
month and a h a l f  a f t e r  t h e  Tet  o f fens ive  of 1968. There 
were some o t h e r  a c t i v i t i e s  f a r t h e r  nor th  i n  t h e  I Corps a rea .  

A. They would have been f a i r l y  s h o r t  a t  t h a t  t ime. 

Q- Do you r e c a l l  eve r  f l y i n g  a l i f t  w i th  n ine  s l i c k s  
and only two gunships i n  your own organic  gun team? 

A. Nine and two--two gunships? Yes. I ' m  s u r e  
w e  have, although I cannot i s o l a t e  aga in  how many sh ips .  
The main concern I had a s  a l i f t  l e a d ,  of course ,  was where 
we a r e  p icking  them up and where we a r e  dropping them i n  and 
what t i m e  t he  a r t i l l e r y  was going o f f .  

Q- We have reason t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h i s  l i f t  con-
s i s t e d  o f  n ine  s l i c k s ,  four  R a t t l e r s ,  .TFve Dolphins, and 
t h e  Sharks of one l i g h t  f i r e  team. We a l s o  have reason 
t o  b e l i e v e ,  and your testimony thus  f a r  suppor t s  t h e  f a c t ,  
t h a t  you were n o t  Dolphin l e a d ,  b u t  Lieutenant  M I L L I K I N  was 
i n  f a c t  t h e  Dolphin lead .  Who would have been the  Shark 
lead?  

A. Normally, it would have been t h e  p la toon l e a d e r  a t  
t h a t  t ime,  and I t h i n k  we s t a t e d  e a r l i e r  t h a t  i t  was Captain 
MCCRARY, Lenny MCCRARY. I t ' s  a l s o  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  he may have 
had one of  h i s  s e n i o r  warrant  o f f i c e r s  i n  t h e  l e a d .  

a- W e  have reason t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  it was Captain 
MCCRARY. Did you e v e r  f l y  i n  a Dolphin formation t h a t  
Lieutenant  M I L L I K I N  was leading? 

A .  I may have. I c a n ' t  say f o r  s u r e ,  b u t  i t  i s  
poss ib le .  The reason I say  t h a t  i s  I may have had another  
assignment, b u t  on a morning l i f t  l i k e  this, I d o n ' t  t h i n k  
s o ,  because I rank Lieutenant  M I L L I K I N .  
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Q. The f a c t  t h a t  you flew 10.8 hours a s  i n d i c a t e d  
on your f l i g h t  r ecord ,  DA Form 759, l eads  me t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  
you did i n  f a c t  f l y  a .  good b i t  t h a t  day, even though t h a t  
was a normal day. But, we a r e  t r y i n g  t o  i d e n t i f y  where you 
flew and who you flew f o r  and i f ,  i n  f a c t ,  you were f l y i n g  i n  
t h i s  formation i n  o t h e r  then  a l ead  p o s i t i o n .  A s  I i n d i c a t e d ,  
i t  was somewhere i n  between 0725 i n  t h e  morning u n t i l  they 
l e f t  about 0827 i n  t h e  morning. These times a r e  r e f l e c t e d  i n  
t h e  logs of t h e  ground u n i t s ,  which have h e r e t o f o r e  been 
introduced i n t o  evidence.  During t h a t  approximate hour ,  t h e  
Dolphins were f l y i n g  i n  and out  of t h i s  a r e a  on four  occasions.  
The i n c i d e n t  of  the  go-around, I t h i n k ,  would r i n g  a b e l l  
o r  should r i n g  a b e l l ,  b u t  perhaps,  a l s o ,  l a r g e  numbers 
of men, women and c h i l d r e n  have a l s o  been repor ted  along 
Highway 521 south of My Lai and running--the c i v i l i a n s  
going both e a s t  and wes t  along 521 t o  t h e  south  o f  My Lai .  . 
There were repor tedly  a l a r g e  number 05 t h e s e  f o l k s  along 
t h i s  highway. Do you r e c a l l  by chance see ing  any l a r g e  
numbers of c i v i l i a n s  t h e r e ?  Does t h a t  h e l p  r e c a l l  anything? 

A .  Highway 521 t h a t  you pointed ou t  t o  me is t h e  
main avenue of t r a v e l  through t h a t  a rea  s o  t h a t  i t ' s  n o t  
uncommon t h a t  t h e r e  were l a r g e  numbers of people on t h a t  
road. 

9. Have you seen  l a r g e  numbers of people on t h a t  
road before?  

A. Yes, I have. When you say l a r g e  numbers o f  
people what do--

(1. (Int&rposing)  Anything over  a  h a l f  dozen? 

A. Y e s .  Def in i t e ly .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  on previous opera t ions  having 
seen  more than a h a l f  dozen o r  s o  of f o l k s  up and down 
t h a t  road? 

A .  Yes, sir.  When I subsequently took over the 
gunship platoon i n  May of t h a t  y e a r ,  we had a couple of  
opera t ions  up t h e r e ,  and I personal ly  went down t o  check 
o u t  a l a r g e  number of people down t h e r e .  
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Before t h e  16 March 196 8 opera t ion ,  d i d  you have 
an oppor tuni ty  i n  your opera t ions  i n  t h i s  a r e a ,  o r  a t  any t ime 
t h a t  you can r e c a l l ,  s ee ing  l a r g e  numbers of men, women, and 
c h i l d r e n  i n  this a r e a  and along Highway 521? 

Q e  


A. Yes, sir.  On a number of occas ions ,  I had flown 
t h e  C&C b i r d  myself wi th  Colonel A D K I N S ,  who is t h e  4/3  
commander a t  t h e  time previous t o  March. I had been with 
him i n  scou t ing  a reas  and t a l k i n g  t o  h i s  people on the  ground. 

Q. What was your opinion o f  t h e s e  people when you 
saw them? Were they  V i e t  Cong? Were they  North Vietnamese 
o r  were they f r i e n d l i e s  o r  what? What d i d  you t h i n k  about 
them? 

A. I n  t h e  s e v e r a l  t imes t h a t  I had witnessed people 
along t h i s  road,  they appeared t o  be c i v i l i a n s  and indigenous 
people i n  t h e  a r e a .  They appeared q u i t e  normal f o r  t h a t  a r e a ,  
you know, j u s t  normal people going back and f o r t h .  However, 
t h e  h i s t o r y  of t h i s  whole p a r t i c u l a r  a r e a  from t h e  Song Tra 
Khuc n o r t h  t o  Uptight  i n  t h a t  area--the t h r e e  American 
brigades--dif  f e r e n t  br igades  t h a t  I have supported i n  
t h a t  a r e a ,  had c o n s i s t e n t l y  s u s t a i n e d  heavy c a s u a l t i e s .  
Normally, n o t  s o  much by armed forces--in o t h e r  words meeting 
an armed force--but by booby t r a p s  and mines and sapper  e l e -  
ments i n  t h a t  a rea .  It k ind  of makes you t h i n k  a l i t t l e  b i t  
and wonder i f  these  people a r e  a c t u a l l y  c i v i l i a n s .  I t h i n k ,  
a s  i n  s o  many cases  i n  t h e  Vietnam war, t h a t  the people a r e  
f o r  whoever happens t o  be i n  t h e  a r e a  wi th  a r i f l e  a t  the  
time. 

Q- When you saw t h e s e  people a t  va r ious  t imes ,  and 
p r i o r  t o  March of 1968 and perhaps a f t e r  March of 1968, d i d  
they  t a k e  any evas ive  a c t i o n  when they  saw your h e l i c o p t e r  
o r  your opera t ion?  

A. Normally, they d i d  n o t .  They would j u s t  cont inue 
walking along t h e  highway going along o r  about t h e i r  buisness .  

Q* Did you e v e r  f l y  a s  a command and c o n t r o l  p i l o t  
i n  t h i s  genera l  time frame? 
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A. Y e s  ,' I s u r e  d id .  

Q For whom? D o  you r e c a l l  whom you flew C&C f o r  
a t  var ious  t imes? 

A. Y e s .  I ' v e  flown f o r  Coldnel ADKINS of  t h e  4/3, 
the Old Guard, when they  were a t  LZ Sue. I ' ve  flown f o r  
Colonel BEERS, o f f  LZ Thunder, of t h e  1/?0. 1 t h ink  those  
are t h e  only t w o  of t h e  11 th  Brigade. < 

Q Did you ever  f l y  f o r  Co lone l  BARKER? 

A. Yes, sir. I am s u r e  I have. 

Q Did you e v e r  f l y  f o r  Colonel HENDERSON? 

A. No, s ir .  CW2 COONEY--that was one of  our  
p l a t o o n ' s  miss ions ,  t h e  l l t h  Brigade C L C ,  and M r .  COONEY 
had t h a t  mission. 

Q I ' m  using l o g i c  now, Captain NEUMANN. You flew 
10.8 hours.  I t ' s  l o g i c a l  t o  assume t h a t  you d id  n o t  f l y  i n  
a formation i f  you were n o t  l e a d ,  because you w e r e  a p la toon 
l e a d e r  and ranking, and y e t  you flew a cons iderable  amount 
o f  time. W e  know t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e  C&C requirements o t h e r  
than  M r .  COONEY's .  Perhaps you might have flown a C&C 
mission t h a t  day. Do you know Colonal LUPER? 

A. Colonel LUPER, s i r ?  
D 

Q Yes? 6 

A. N o ,  s ir .  I s u r e  d o n ' t .  

Q. The commander of t h e  a r t i l l e ry , ,  the 6/11? 

A. No, sir. 

Q Do you know Major CALHOUN? 

A. Was he perhaps t h e  execut ive  offi c a r ?  

Q. Of what? 
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A. The 4/3? 

Q - Major CALHOUN was t h e  exec and S3 of  Task Force 
Barker a t  t h i s  t i m e .  

A. Major CALHOUN. 

Q He t a l k e d  wi th  a southern  accent?  

A. N o ,  s i r .  The name CALHOUN does n o t  r i n g  a b e l l .  
I t ' s  e n t i r e l y  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  I may have been f l y i n g  t h a t  
p a r t i c u l a r  day with t h e  1/20, which would have been 
Colonel BEERS, which would have been south  o u t  of  t h e  
e n t i r e  p i c t u r e  here .  

Q. Showing you Exh ib i t  P-142 and asking you i f  you 
recognize t h a t  o f f i c e r  (handing t h e  wi tness  a photo of  COL 

. BARKER) ? Perhaps without  a mustache? 

A. Is he a Negro? 

Q - No. H e  i s  n o t .  Tha t ' s  t h e  reproduct ion of  the 
p r i n t .  . 

A. No, sir.  I s u r e  d o n ' t .  

S i r ,  do you happen t o  know i f  Colonel BEERS had 
any opera t ions  going a t  t h a t  t ime? I n  o t h e r  words, i n  h i s  
AO, because 10.8 hours is  a cons iderable  amount of t i m e  
f o r  j u s t  a normal Charl ie-Charl ie  unless  he had something 
going h imsel f .  

Q- This o f f i c e r  i s  Colonel BARKER? 

A. That ' s  Colonel BARKER. 

Q As  I s a y ,  he might n o t  have had a mustache i n  
Vietnam. Okay. L e t ' s  go back t o  these--to t h e  a r e a  and 
t h e s e  i n h a b i t a n t s  of t h i s  a rea .  In  any opera t ion ,  do you 
r e c a l l  t ak ing  under f i r e  from your s l i c k s ,  o r  r e c a l l  
s e e i n g  t h e  Sharks accompanying t h e  s l i c k s ,  t a k e  under f i r e  
any of these  i n h a b i t a n t s  i n  t h i s  a rea?  

(NEUMANN) 1 7  APP T-138 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

A. ~ a v e 'we e v e r  taken  them under f i r e ?  

Q. These people we 've descr ibed as  see ing  be ing  q u i t e  
p r o l i f i c  i n  t h e  a rea?  

A. Y e s .  On s e v e r a l  occasions w e  have a c t u a l l y  placed 
f i r e  on two people i n  t h i s  a rea .  Y e s .  

Q The same type  of people you've seen  come up and 
down t h e  highway? 

A.  Yes, sir. 

Q - What was t h e  reason f o r  t h i s ?  Was t h i s  because 
they were considered h o s t i l e  o r  because they took evas ive  
a c t i o n  o r  what? 

A.  Well. I would say evas ive  action--well ,  l e t ' s  s e e  
now--on your s l i c k s  it wouldn ' t  be s o  much an evas ive  a c t i o n  
as  i t  would be on your gunships. Normally, t h i s  would be 
repor ted  t o  the  ground commander: t h a t  they had people moving. 

Q Describe any i n c i d e n t  t h a t  you can r e c a l l  i n  
which the  i n h a b i t a n t s  of  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  geographical  a r e a  
were engaged by e i t h e r  t h e  s l i c k s  o r  t h e  Sharks,  t h a t  you 
pe r sona l ly  can reca l l , .  

A .  Would you rephrase t h a t  again? I s e e  what you 
a r e  looking f o r ,  but--

Q. ( In terpos ing)  You have i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e  in-
h a b i t a n t s  of t h i s  a r e a  have been undertaken by f i r e  from t h e  
elements of t h e  174th Aviation Company. I ' d  l i k e  f o r  you, 
i f  you can r e c a l l  any of t h e  circumstances surrounding an 
i n c i d e n t  t h a t  might s t a n d  o u t  i n  your mind, when you r e c a l l  
t h e  engaging of t h e s e  people? 

A.  I r e c a l l  suppor t ing  a l i f t ,  and I was f l y i n g  
gunships myself t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  day, and we went in--I 
would say t h i s  a r e a  around he re .  

Q. Around P i n k v i l l e ?  
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A. P i n k v i l l e  and perhaps west  of P i n k v i l l e  and the 
a r e a  of these  graveyards.  We had s p o t t e d  people down t h e r e  
w i t h  weapons, and we subsequently engaged these  people--in 
f a c t ,  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  day I had my h y d r a u l i c  s h o t  o u t  and 
I had t o  make a precaut ionary landing  a t  Quang Ngai, b u t  
i t  was opera t ions  l i k e  t h a t  where w e  had d e f i n i t e  t a r g e t s  
i n  t h a t  a rea .  

Q s  These people t h a t  you saw w i t h  weapons, could 
you t e l l  me anything about them with r e fe rence  t o  t h e i r  
age,  sex?  

A. NO, s ir ,  n o t  r e a l l y .  Not o t h e r  than  t h a t  t h e r e  
was a b i g  f l a s h ,  and they w e r e  shoot ing  a t  you. 

Q. Do you r e c a l l  any i n c i d e n t s  engaging women and 
younger males,  ch i ld ren?  

A. No, sir ,  n o t  a c t u a l l y  engaging o r  f i r i n g  a t  them. 
No. 

Q o  
 I'd l i k e  t o  show you another  photograph and ask 
you i f  you recognize t h a t  o f f i c e r  (handing the wi tness  a 
photograph of LTC BARKER) ? 

A. From t h i s  photo a lone ,  I c o u l d n ' t  make an i d e n t i f i -
c a t i o n .  The mustache, and he looks considerably heav ie r  i n  
t h e  f a c e ,  b u t  from what you have t o l d  me, this would be Colonel 
BARKER, yes. 

Q. You don' t recognize him as be ing  Colonel BARKER, 
though, I t a k e  i t ?  

A. This photo-- i t ' s  ha rd  t o  see. 

LTC PATTERSON: Let  t h e  record r e f l e c t  t h a t  t h e  wi tness  was 
shown t h e  o r i g i n a l  photograph, P-142. 

A. H e  l o s t  q u i t e  a b i t  of  weight i n  the f a c e  from 
when h e  was i n  Vietnam. 

Q. While you were i n  Vietnam, do you recall a t  any
t i m e  elements of t h e  174th engaging r e s i d e n t s  of  this a rea ,  
i n h a b i t a n t s  of t h i s  a r e a ,  people found i n  this area t h a t  
were no t  p o s i t i v e l y  i d e n t i f i e d  a s  c a r r y i n g  weapons? 
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A .  Yes, sir .  I ' m  a f r a i d  I ' d  have t o  say  y e s ,  t h a t  
t h e r e  have been people engaged through evas ive  a c t i o n s  and 
evas ive  maneuvers, who were f l e e i n g  t h e  a rea .  I would have 
t o  say ,  yes.  

Q DO you r e c a l l  any of t h e s e  i n c i d e n t s ?  

A.  S p e c i f i c a l l y ?  

Q Y e s .  

A. No, sir.  I s u r e  d o n ' t .  

Q =  You r e c a l l  t h a t  t h e r e  were, and you r e c a l l  s ee ing  
some, and p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  some? 

A. (Hes i ta t ion)  What do you say?  

Q Well, you say t h e  t r u t h  and you say  e x a c t l y  what 
you r e c a l l .  

A .  Y e s ,  I can r e c a l l  it. 

Q- Fine.  T e l l  us about it. 

(No response .) 
Captain NEUMANN, l e t  me j u s t  break this f o r  a mo-

ment and say t h a t ,  r ega rd less  of what occurred i n  this a rea ,  
a t  any time during your t o u r ,  i f  t h e r e  was something t h a t  
occurred t h a t  was wrong t h a t  you subsequently f e l t  was wrong, 
then I t h i n k  you owe i t  t o  y o u r s e l f ,  and I t h i n k  you owe 
i t  t o  your uniform, and I th ink  you owe it t o  t h e  American 
people t o  say what o r  whatever you know t h a t  was wrong. 
We have a good d e a l  of informat ion ,  and you a r e  under oa th ,  
and i t ' s  b e s t  t h a t  we say it l i k e  it is. 

A.  Okay. Get t ing  back t o  what I f e l t  was wrong, 
l e t ' s  put i t  t h i s  way. People moving around and escaping 
t h e  area .  Yes, we've stopped them, s u r e l y .  

Q Shot them? 

A.  Y e s .  Not r i g h t  o f f  t h e  b a t .  We have t r i e d  t o  
s t o p  them and p o i n t  them back towards t h e  o t h e r  d i r e c t i o n  
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where the  ground commander could bring h i s  people i n  t o  play 
there.  

9- Were any of these women? 

A. 	 Yes, sir, cer ta inly.  

Q- W e r e  any children? 

A. 	 Not so  much children as--

Q-	 (Interposing) Old men? 

A. 	 Old men, adul ts ,  the whole thing.  Y e s ,  sir.  

Q- Who was doing t h i s ?  Was t h i s  the s l i c k s  t h a t  
would be doing t h i s  type of thing? 

A. No, sir. Well, it depends a g rea t  deal  on the 
operation. In  other  words, i f  i t ' s  a combat assaul t  the 
s l i c k s  would be i n t o  the area and back out,  They would use 
their gunships o r  whatever gunships they had available 
a t  t h a t  time t o  go ahead and make a report  t o  the ground 
commander i n  the C&C b i rd ,  o r  the  C t C  b i rd  would 
witness t h i s  i n  the a i r  himself, and i f  he didn' t have 
them available he would try i n  some occasions t o  actual ly  
s top  the flow of people. 

Q- Do you r e c a l l  any f i r s t  hand knowledge of any
one incident  tha t  we've jus t  discussed? Does any one pic- 
t u r e  stand out i n  your mind? 

A. Yes. I r e c a l l  an. operation t o  the south of 
Uptight. Uptight had been abandoned f o r  a shor t  while, and 
they had an element i n  there ,  and I think we had a CA i n  
tha t  pa r t i cu la r  area. I am p re t ty  sure  I was f lying a gun- 
ship a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  and we had four gunships, and we dropped 
the troops i n t o  a couple of areas,  and they may have had 
ground forces on the ground. The ground commander--we 
sa id  w e  had spotted military-age males and possibly a 

. 	 female o r  two moving out t o  the w e s t ,  and he had wanted us 
t o  s top  them. There was one pa r t i cu la r  military-age male 
with a shor t  h a i r  cut  and the whole thing t h a t  w a s  particu-
l a r l y  " d i  di-ing," o r  departing t o  the w e s t ,  and I personally 
went down there  and t r i e d  t o  s top  h i m ,  and he subsequently 
got away from me. 
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Q .  I ' m  ga the r ing  h e r e  now, and t h e  impression I am 
ge t t ing--correc t  me i f  I ' m  wrong--when you conducted opera t ions  
i n  t h i s  a rea  of opera t ions  around P i n k v i l l e  and My La i  ( 4 )  
and south of Uptight and s o  on,  t h a t  i t  was--that i f  you saw 
i n h a b i t a n t s  of  t h e  a r e a ,  Vietnamese, a t tempting t o  " d i  d i , "  
o r  leave  t h e  a r e a ,  t h a t  you attempted t o  s t o p  them by f i r i n g  
i n  f r o n t  of them, and i f  they d i d  n o t  s t o p ,  then  you would 
engage. Is t h a t  i t ?  

A.  Well, we would engage only a f t e r  we had a u t h o r i t y  
from the  c o n t r o l l i n g  ground commander. Y e s .  

Q But you would engage them i n  o r d e r  t o  s t o p  them? 

A. That ' s  k ind  of a misleading ques t ion ,  because t o  
begin  wi th  we would f i r e  i n  f r o n t  of them. We would then 
g i v e  t h e  hand and arm s i g n a l  f o r  them t o  move o u t  t h e  o t h e r  
way s o  t h a t  t h e r e  was no doubt i n  t h e  people ' s  minds a s  t o  
what was happening. This information would be repor ted  and 
t h e  r e a c t i o n  of t h e s e  people t o  i n i t i a l  b u r s t  across  the 
t r a i l  of t h e i r  intended movement. Then he made t h e  de ter -
mination whether he wanted them stopped o r  l e t  them proceed. 

Q- This motion t h a t  you would g ive  w i t h  your hand, 
1 presume--your crew chief o r  your gunner--would be t o  s ig -
n i f y  what t o  them? 

A. To move towards t h a t  a rea .  

Q. T o  move t o  where t h e  f r i e n d l y  t roops  were? 

A. Y e s .  I t  would be t o  check t h e i r  I D ' S  o r  what-
e v e r  they were doing with t h e  people. 

Q Before you took over  t h e  Sharks,  which you t e s -
t i f i e d  was i n  May of 1968, you were a s l i c k  p la toon l eader .  
How long were you i n  t h e  174th Aviation Company? When d id  
you f i r s t  jo in  t h e  u n i t ?  

A.  I came i n t o  t h e  company about t h e  11th  of  November, 
1967, and I was t h e r e  u n t i l  l a t e  October of 1968. 

Q. And you were f l y i n g  s l i c k s  from November u n t i l  May? 
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A.  There was about a--other than  2 weeks and, of  
course , R&R--yes , sir ,  I-was. 

Q What was your--apparently you wanted t o  be a 
gunship p la toon l eader?  

A. I n i t i a l l y ,  I had not  r e a l l y  wanted t o  be a gun-
s h i p  p la toon l eader .  I f igured  I would g e t  more f l i g h t  t ime,  
and, of course ,  i n  t h e  s l i c k s  I would be a b l e  t o  know a l i t t l e  
more, working through t h e  C&C,  a s  t o  what was a c t u a l l y  
happening i n  t h e  a r e a .  It af forded you a g r e a t  oppor tuni ty  
t o  f i n d  out  how some of t h e  b a t t a l i o n s  were th ink ing  and 
what they were up t o  and what they w e r e  doing. J u s t  t h a t  
k ind  of c u r i o s i t y  was enough t o  make you want t o  s t a y  wi th  
the s l i c k  p la toon,  b u t  I d i d  subsequent ly t a k e  over  t h e  
gunships i n  May. 

Q Did you want t o ?  Was i t  your d e s i r e  t h a t  you 
become a gunship platoon l eader?  

Y e s ,  sir.  I d i d  want t o .  

Q* What was your opinion of t h e  Sharks a s  f a r  a s  
t h e i r  profess ional i sm,  t h e i r  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  , t h e i r  combat 
e f f e c t i v e n e s s ,  whi le  you were a s l i c k  p la toon l e a d e r  a f t e r  
you had been i n  t h e  s l i c k s  f o r  3 o r  4 months? 

A.  A s  f a r  a s  I was concerned, they were t h e  b e s t  
damned u n i t  going. There was no doubt i n  my mind. 

Q. Were they d i sc r imina te  i n  t h e  deployment of t h e  
f i r e  power t h a t  they had? 

A. Yes. They c e r t a i n l y  ,were. 

. Q - Then you f e e l  t h a t  any of t h e s e  engagements t h a t  
w e  were d iscuss ing  h e r e  e a r l i e r  were proper ly  accomplished 
i n  t h e  manner t h a t  t h e r e  was n o t  any i n d i s c r i m i n a t e  k i l l i n g ?  

A. No, sir.  Not any i n d i s c r i m i n a t e  k i l l i n g .  

Q e  They were p ro fess iona l s?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

APP T-138 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


Q. Would you desc r ibe  them, subsequent t o  your t a k i n g  
over  command, a s  p ro fess iona l s?  

A. y e s ,  sir. 

Q. Did you make any changes i n  t h e i r  o p e r a t i o n a l  
methods once you took command? 

A. Did I make any changes? No, sir. I d i d n ' t .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  anything t h a t  would p o s i t i v e l y  
pu t  you on t h e  opera t ion  on 16 March 1968 a t  My Lai  ( 4 )  ? 

A. S i r ,  o t h e r  than  my f l i g h t  time f o r  t h a t  day-- 
t h e  f l i g h t  time f o r  t h a t  day is t h e  only t h i n g  t h a t  I could 
p o s i t i v e l y  p inpo in t  and say ,  y e s ,  t h a t  is  it. 

Q e  But it i s  poss ib le?  

A.  Y e s ,  it i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  I could have flown f o r  
another  b a t t a l i o n .  It s u r e  i s .  

Q - The records  of t h e  o ~ e r a t i o n a l  r e p o r t ,  OPREP 5 ,  
i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e r e  were C&C missions flown t h a t  day, 
s o  it i s  q u i t e  conceivable  t h a t  you were n o t  t h e r e  t h a t  
day. 

A. L e t  me s e e ,  now. There were how many C&C 
missions? W e  had one f o r  t h e  1 / 2 0 ;  one f o r  t h e  3/1, which 
I know I d i d n ' t  f l y  because t h a t  was Colonel FRANKLIN; and 
t h a t  was one of t h e  1st P la toon ' s  missions,  t o  f l y  f o r  the 
3/1, s o  t h e  one t h a t  i t  could have been would have been 
f l y i n g  f o r  Colonel BEERS of t h e  1/20. 

Q. There was a C&C fu rn i shed  t o  t h e  1/20 according 
t o  t h e  OPREP 5 ,  which is  Exh ib i t  R-3. Did you e v e r  f l y  with 
t h e  gunships,  t h a t  you can r e c a l l ,  p r i o r  t o  t h e  time t h a t  you 
took command of t h e  u n i t  i n  May of  1968? 

A. N o ,  sir, I s u r e  d i d n ' t .  

a. Think very c a r e f u l l y ,  Captain NEUMANN, before  you 
answer t h i s  one. Immediately a f t e r  the  o p e r a t i o n  of 16 
March 1968, o r  p r i o r  t o  your DEROS,' d i d  you e v e r  h e a r  any t a l k  
o r  any rumor o r  have any knowledge of any k i l l i n g s  i n  the 
My Lai  ( 4 )  o r  P i n k v i l l e  a rea?  
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A. Of any k i l l ings?  Kill ings is a misleading term. 

a. Put it i n  your term. 

A. Y e s .  I had mentioned i n  the C I D  report  tha t  
one of my people, one of the people possibly i n  the 2d 
Platoon, had come t o  me and mentioned the f a c t  t h a t  there 
seemed to  be a large n d e r  of bodies i n  t h i s  area, some-
place i n  t h i s  area, but it was i n  the nature of a b u l l  
session more than anything e l s e .  Generally, we l iked t o  
t a l k  about our missions and what we were doing t h a t  par- 
t i c u l a r  day. Some of our people would come back and say,  
" Y e s ,  you can prepare f o r  a big day tomorrow because 
Colonel s o  and so would be planning a large combat assaul t  ." 
Q. Who was t h i s  individual? 

A. I cannot pinpoint t h i s  individual .  A l l  I 
can vaguely remembe.r i s  from the  period of January t o  
March, i n  t h a t  time frame, someplace i n  there ,  someone 
had mentioned t h a t  there  were a large number of bodies. 
However, I think the person involved dismissed t h i s  as 
a r e s u l t  of a r t i l l e r y  i n  the area; i n  other words from 
the  f i r e .  They--he mentioned a la rge  number of bodies. 

Q. Did you take any cognizance of t h i s  report  as 
a leader of the  platoon, o r  the  leader of t h i s  man? 

A. No, sir. I sure d idn ' t .  

Q. Did you ever discuss i t  with any of the other 
commanders within the 174th; Captain M I L L I K I N ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q. captain MCCRARY? -. 
A. No, sir. It was en t i r e ly  possible t h a t  one of 
the other people may have discussed it with m e  and may 
have mentioned it t o  m e .  

9- But you r e c a l l  something about a la rge  number 
of bodies? 

A. Yes .  An unusually la rge  number of bodies. 

(NEUMANN ) 25 APP T-138 


FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 




FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

Q - This was sometime, you t h i n k ,  during t h e  t ime frame 
of March? 

A. During Task Force Barker ' s  ope ra t ions .  

Q Do you know when Task Force Barker was d isso lved  
o r  terminated? Do you r e c a l l  t h a t ?  

A. The e x a c t  da te?  No, s ir .  I can ' t - - the exact--I  
can assume t h a t  i t  would have been i n  June o r .  ,July when Colonel 
BARKER was k i l l ed - - in  one of  our  records.  

Q. For t h e  r ecord ,  Task Force Barker was d i s so lved  
on 8 A p r i l  1968. Colonel BARKER subsequently went down and took 
another b a t t a l i o n .  

A. Colonel BARKER was i n  another  b a t t a l i o n ?  

Q • 
H e  went back t o  t h e  br igade  and became execu t ive  

o f f i c e r  of t h e  br igade  and then  went t o  a b a t t a l i o n  as  a 
commander. 

4 
A. Do you know what b a t t a l i o n  he subsequent ly had? 
Was i t  the 4/3? I 
Q - Yes. Now, were t h e r e  any o t h e r  i n c i d e n t s  you C
r e c a l l  o r  any o t h e r  d iscuss ions  with anyone whi le  you were v 
i n  Vietnam concerning t h i s  opera t ion  o r  l a r g e  numbers o f  
c a s u a l t i e s ?  

A. No, sir.  There was nobody e l s e  t h a t  I d iscussed  
it w i t h .  I n  f a c t ,  i t  i s  e n t i r e l y  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h e  people--
perhaps I may have heard t h e  conversat ion o f  someone mentioning 
it. W e  had k ind  of a barracks-type l i v i n g  q u a r t e r s ,  s o  w e  
a l l  l i v e d  f a i r l y  c l o s e  toge the r ,  and s o  i t ' s  even p o s s i b l e  
t h a t  i t  was someone t a l k i n g  t o  somebody else. 

Q- Do you r e c a l l  any o t h e r  i n c i d e n t s ?  

A. No, s i r .  This one does s t i c k  out  i n  my mind. 

Q . Why does it s t i c k  ou t  i n  your mind? 

A. W e l l ,  i t  i s  t h e  f i r s t  time t h a t  I had heard of 
l a r g e  numbers of bodies .  In  o t h e r  words, a c t u a l l y  t h e r e .  
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Q .  What d id  you think--do you r e c a l l  what your men-
t a l  r e ac t i on  was a t  t h a t  t h e ?  

A. My reac t i on ,  i f  any, was t h a t  i f  t h e r e  was a l a r g e  
number of bodies ,  t he r e  must have been a p r e t t y  good reason 
f o r  it. That 's t he  only th ing  I can th ink o f .  

a.  Did you th ink they were VC, a l l  armed? 

A. This wasn ' t  f o r  me t o  decide. I wasn' t involved. 

Q I understand t h a t .  Do you remember your r eco l l ec t i on  
and how it s t ruck  you? Did you be l i eve  t h a t  t h i s  was a l a r g e  
VC fo rce  when you heard this r e p o r t ?  

A. Well, t o  begin wP*, i t  wasn' t  a r epo r t .  It was 
merely a conversation I monitored, and a l s o  i t  d id  s t r i k e  me 
a s  odd t h a t  t he  people appeared t o  be c iv i l ian- type  people 
t h a t  were k i l l e d .  

Q Then i t  was, i n  f a c t ,  a. l a r g e  nlunber of bodies,  
and t he  c i v i l i a n  aspect  of it was a l a rge  p a r t  of the  
d iscuss ion?  

A. Right . 
Q- So t h a t ' s  what makes you r e c a l l  i t  i n  your memory? 

A. Right,  but  t h i s  was w r i t t e n  o f f  o r  dismissed a t  t h e  
time. It sounded l i k e  e i t h e r  through a r t i l l e r y  o r  they weren 
s u r e  j u s t  how--off t h e  t o p  of my head I could see  where i t  
would be a resupply b i r d  t h a t  b r ings  i n  C-rations,  o r  ammo, 
o r  one th ing  o r  another t h a t  would have seen this. 

Q. Subsequent t o  t h e  time you l e f t  Vietnam and u n t i l  
- t h i s  morning, have you discussed o r  heard any conversat ions 

concerning an opera t ion  i n  the My Lai-Pinkvil le  area ,  o the r  
than what you have read i n  the newspapers o r  o the r  pub l i c  
media? 

A. Have -1 read or discussed--

Q- (Interposing)  Have you heard o r  discussed an 
opera t ion  i n  t h e  My Lai-Pinkville a r ea  with any o t h e r  
ind iv idua l s  
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o r  heard about it from o t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  by any means, o t h e r  
then  reading it i n  t h e  newspaper o r  hea r ing  it on t h e  t e l e -
v i s ion?  

A. Y e s ,  I have. 

Q- W i t h  whom? 

A .  CW2 BURTON. 

Q m  Would you descr ibe  t h a t  encounter ,  p l ease?  

A .  We were t r y i n g  t o  r e l a t e ,  subsequent t o  t h e  c a l l  
t h a t  I received from Major COOP p r i o r  t o  t h e  Christmas break ,  
what i n  e f f e c t  a c t u a l l y  d i d  happen and i n  t r y i n g  t o  r e l a t e  
what a c t u a l l y  d i d  happen. CW2 BURTON a t  t h e  time was i n  
the  gunships,  and he spen t  approximately 9 months of h i s  
t o u r  i n  t h e  Sharks.  I n  t r y i n g  t o  remember a c t u a l l y  i f  we 
were involved i n  it and exac t ly  some more of t h e  d e t a i l s ,  
we t r i e d  t o  do a l i t t l e  s o u l  searching  ourse lves  and a l s o  
o t h e r  members of t h e  company. 

Q Did you d i scuss  any type of r e p o r t s  concerning 
a l a r g e  number of--reports you j u s t  d iscussed  wi th  me--the 
l a r g e  number of bodies  t h a t  could have been o r  might have 
been c i v i l i a n s ?  

A. Yes, s i r ,  I s u r e  d id .  

Q. What was t h e  substance of t h a t  conversat ion? 

A. Exactly a s  I have t o l d  you. That I r e c a l l e d ,  o r  
i t  seems t o  me, w i t h i n  t h a t  time per iod  t h a t  t h e r e  were indeed 
a number of  people k i l l e d .  

Q That was M r .  BURTON'S r eac t ion?  What d i d  he say?  

A. I ' m  n o t  s u r e  exac t ly  what h i s  r e a c t i o n  was. I am 
not  s u r e  he could back me up o r  h e l p  me as  t o  exac t ly  who 
was t a l k i n g  a t  t h e  t i m e  o r  who mentioned t h i s .  

Q Was t h e r e  anything e l s e  t h a t  you mentioned t o  
Mr. BURTON? 

A .  About t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  opera t ion?  We t r i e d  t o  g e t  
t h e  number of a i r c r a f t ;  t h e  a c t u a l  PZ's--unt i l  I t a l k e d  t o  
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t h e  C I D  man, they were unknown t o  me. I was under t h e  impres-
s i o n  I ' d  picked them up o f f  a d ike ,  o f f  t o  t h e  nor th  and e a s t  
of a c t u a l  M y  Lai (4) . W e  t a l k e d  about a man t h a t  had l o s t  h i s  
weapon o r  a man t h a t  w a s  l o s t  i n  t h i s  a r e a  nea r  My Lai .  It  
seems t h a t  on an opera t ion  we had a number of  Americans t h a t  
c rossed  t h i s  l i t t l e  br idge  he re  i n  g r i d  square 7180 and moved 
ou t  t o  t h e  nor th ,  and one man was l o s t .  I can r e c a l l  having 
to--our company furn ished  an a i r c r a f t  wi th  loudspeakers and 
t h e  whole works t o  t e l l  him t o  j u s t  s t a y  down where he was. 
There was some concern f o r  t h e  man's l i f e .  They found him 
t h e  next  morning apparent ly.  

Q. Did you d i scuss  any o t h e r  i n c i d e n t s  o r  opera t ions  
i n  which l a r g e  numbers of c i v i l i a n s  o r  noncombatants were 
c a s u a l t i e s  ? 

A. N o ,  sir. 

Q Who else have you d iscussed  t h i s  with bes ides  M r .  
BURTON? 

A. M r .  BURTON, Chuck HOLCOMBE , FIELDING. 

Q. What was Mr. HOLCOMBE 's job? 

A. H e  was i n  t h e  2d Platoon o f  t h e  174th.  M r .  FIELDING 
was i n  t h e  1st Platoon. 

Q. L e t ' s  t a k e  them one a t  a time. M r .  HOLCOMBE? What 
w a s  t h e  substance of your conversat ion w i t h  M r .  HOLCOMBE? 

A. It was s u b s t a n t i a l l y  t h e  same as t h a t  wi th  M r .  BUR-
TON. A s  a mat ter  of  f a c t ,  t h e  t h r e e  of us or  t h e  four  of 
us met wi th  Mr. BURTON a t  M r .  BURTON'S BOQ, and w e  had a 
map and w e  t r i e d  t o  r e l a t e - -

Q- ( In terpos ing)  So t h e  f o u r  of  you had a meeting o r  
a d iscuss ion?  

A. Y e s .  

Q- Where was t h i s  d i scuss ion  he ld?  

A. A t  (372 BURTON'S BOQ. 

Q Where? 
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A. A t  For t  Rucker. 

Q Rucker, AlaSama? What was t h e  apnroximate time 
frame of t h i s  meeting? 

A. Then I was f i r s t  c a l l e d .  

RCDR: On 8 December. 

WIT: I t  would have been 2 weeks a f t e r  t h a t  da te .  

Q. Was it before  o r  a f t e r  you made t h e  C I D  s ta tement?  

A. It was p r l o r .  

Q - And t h e r e  was j u s t  f o u r  i n d i v i d u a l s  a t  t h i s  meeting? 

A. CW2 BURTON'S g i r l  f r i e n d  may have been t h e r e .  
I am no t  s u r e  i f  m y  wife  was t h e r e .  

Q Was the meeting arranged f o r  t h e  express  purpose of 
d i scuss ing  t h i s  opera t ion?  

A. Yes. 

Q. Then as  I understand i t ,  you a l l  t r i e d  t o  p iece  a 
together  t h i s  opera t ion  of 16 March 1968, and d i d ,  i n  f a c t ,  
d i scuss  some i n c i d e n t s  t h a t  might o r  might n o t  have haopened c d  
on 1 6  March 1968 with reference  t o  l a r g e  numbers of  Vietnamese ~4 
n a t i o n a l s  becoming c a s u a l t i e s ?  

A. I had mentioned t h e  p o s s i b l i t y  t h a t  I d i d  h e a r  
t h i s  conversat ion t o  s e e  i f  any of t h e s e  people were involved 
i n  i t  o r  had heard t h e  same th ing .  

Q- And d i d  anyone r e c a l l ?  

A. I 'm no t  su re .  This was some time ago. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  whether any one of those i n d i v i d u a l s ,  
a f t e r  t h e  end of your d i scuss ion ,  whether any of those  i n d i v i -
duals  r e c a l l e d  s p e c i f i c a l l y  t ak ing  p a r t  i n  t h i s  opera t ion?  

A. These people were confronted with t h e  same s i t u a t i o n  
I was. They have opera ted  i n  t h i s  a r e a ,  however, none of  them 
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could e x a c t l y  p inpoin t  o r  r e l a t e  e x a c t l y  what i n c i d e n t  it was, 
o r  which p a r t i c u l a r  l i f t  it was. 

Q. Okay. Have t h e r e  been any o t h e r  encounters o r  
conversat ions with any o t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l s  o t h e r  than  t h i s  one 
t h a t  you have descr ibed  he re?  

A. No, sir.  I would say t h a t  these  t h r e e  people would 
be t h e  primary ones t h a t  I have t a l k e d  t o .  

9- M r .  BURTON, I assume, was t h e  only Shark a v i a t o r  
a t  t h i s  d i scuss ion  t h a t  you a l l  had? 

A.  Y e s ,  he was t h e  only one t h a t  was with t h e  guns. 

Q- Did he r e c a l l  be ing  i n  t h e  guns t h a t  day f l y i n g  
i n  t h e  Sharks? 

A.  T h e  only  r e c a l l  t h a t  he  had, a s  mysel f ,  was t h e  
f a c t  t h a t  our  f l i g h t  records  i n d i c a t e d  both of us had flown 
t h a t  day. H e  had flown something i n  t h e  neighborhood o f  3 . 8  
o r  almost ? hours .  

Q- Did t h e  o t h e r  o f f i c e r ,  M r .  FIELDING, know o r  
r e c a l l  whether he had flown? 

A.  M r .  FIELDING? I t h i n k  h i s  records  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  
he d i d  n o t  f l y  t h a t  day and M r .  HOLCOMBE d i d .  H i s  records  
i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  he d i d  f l y ,  

Q- Did M r .  BURTON say anything concerning t h e  oper- 
a t i o n  t h a t  he r e c a l l e d ,  o r  t h a t  would have l e d  him t o  b e l i e v e  
t h a t  he  could poss ib ly  have been on t h a t  ope ra t ion?  

A. Other than t h e  f l i g h t  r ecords ,  a s  f a r  a s  a c t u a l  
i n c i d e n t s ,  none of us had known p r i o r  t o  t h i s  meeting r i g h t  
here .  No. 

Q- Did M r .  FIELDING? 

A.  M r .  FIELDING had mentioned t h e  f a c t  t h a t  he had 
flown C&C f o r  Colonel BARKER, and t h a t  he  mentioned 
something about f o u r  d i f f e r e n t  p o i n t s  o r  someting about 
p o s s i b l e  LZ s i t e s  f o r  dropping t roops  o r  something. He had 
mentioned t h a t  he had f lodn with Colonel BARKER poss ib ly  t h e  
day be fo re ,  o r  2 days b e f o r e ,  t h e  a c t u a l  CA. 
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Q- How about M r .  HOLCOMBE? 

A. M r .  HOLCOMBE? Again, t h e  only t h i n g  we have by way 
o f  f a c t  t o  t e l l  t h a t  he was t h e r e ,  o r  t h a t  he  could t e l l  t h a t  
he was t h e r e ,  was from h i s  f l i g h t  records.  H e  could no t  r e c a l l  
anything unusual t h a t  would d e f i n i t e l y  d i s t i n g u i s h  t h i s  oper-
a t i o n  from o t h e r s .  

Q. Did any of t h e  o f f i c e r s  recall see ing  l a r g e  numbers 
of c a s u a l t i e s  a t  any t ime around t h e  genera l  time frame t h a t  
we a r e  t a l k i n g  about h e r e ;  February,  March, A p r i l  1968? 

A. BY name, I cannot p u t  my f i n g e r  on a  name and say 
t h a t  t h i s  man t o l d  me t h a t  he had seen--bowever, g e t t i n g  back 
t o  t h e  rumors of t h e  t a l k .  I had heard a conversa t ion ,  o r  
someone t a l k ,  o r  mention t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e r e  were indeed 
l a r g e  numbers of non-mili tary appearing i n d i v i d u a l s ,  

Q- And they  r e c a l l e d  hea r ing  t h i s ,  too? These 
i n d i v i d u a l s ?  

A. No, I d o n ' t  t h i n k  so .  O t h e r w i s e ,  they would have P.i 
s a i d  something, I am s u r e ,  and they would have encouraqed me 3 
and re in fo rced  what I found, eY 

Q- Did t h e  Sharks have a p r e t t y  good k i l l  r a t e ?  fa 
v 4  

A. K i l l  r a t e  a s  comqared t o  what? W e  had no r e a l  

comparison t o  make w i t h  anybody e l s e .  We d i d ,  i n  f a c t ,  du r ing  

t h e  Tet  o f f e n s i v e  g e t  over  200 and some odd k i l l s ,  and t h e y  

were c i t e d  and everyth ing  else. They earned a good reputa-  

t i o n .  


A. Yes, s i r ,  They went Chrough t h e i z  mission. Right.  

I mean, t o  say they  a r e  k i l l e r s ,  t h a t ' s  t h e  primary r o l e  of  t h e  

A r m y  i n  Vietnam. 


COL FRANKLIN: You say they  earned a good r epu ta t ion?  

A.  Yes, sir.  

Q. Colonel PATTERSON has a l ready d iscussed  wi th  you 
t h a t  we had two o f f i c e r s  i n  h e r e  yes te rday ,  and one c a l l e d  them 
k i l l e r s  of c i v i l i a n s ,  and s a i d  he wanted t o  poke h i s  f i s t  down 

(NEUMANN) 32 APP T-138 



FOR O F F I C I A L  USE ONLY 


t h e  next  Shark p i l o t  he r an  i n t o .  We had another  o f f i c e r  
t e l l  us t h a t  t h e  Sharks were awfully f r e e  and easy with t h e i r  
guns. Obviously, w2th t h o s e  two o f f i c e r s ,  t h e  Sharks d i d n ' t  
have a ve ry  good repu ta t ion .  ' f ia t  do you base your s t a t e -
ment of  t h e  Sharks have a good r e p u t a t i o n  on? 

A. I based it a s  a l i f t  l e a d e r .  I n  o t h e r  words, 
f l y i n g  a l i f t ,  I can depend on sunport  beinq where I wanted 
it and where t h e  f l i g h t  would do t h e  most advantage and, 
you know, during t h e  p repara t ion  f i r e s  you could always 
depend on it being accura te ,  c l o s e  and r i g h t  where you 
wanted it. I n  t h e  defense of Quang Ngai during Tet ,  I 
th ink  any kind of record  you want t o  look a t  they w i l l  
compare favorably and probably b e t t e r  then most of t h e  o t h e r  
companies' gunships i n  t h e  1 4 t h  Combat Aviat ion Ba t t a l ion .  

. . .  

Q. In  what r e spec t?  

A. The amount o f  work t h a t  they accomplished i n  t h e  
defense of Quang Ngai. 

Q. We had an o f f i c e r  come i n  h e r e  t h e  o t h e r  day and 
t e l l  us t h a t  he saw t h e  Sharks make a f i r i n g  pass on a high- 
way and es t imated  50  women and c h i l d r e n  k i l l e d .  Is t h i s  p a r t  
of how t h e  Sharks got  tELeir record? 

A. No, sir .  

Q- Have you ever  heard of  t h e  Sharks unnecessar i ly  
k i l l i n g  people? 

A. NO, sir.  

Q- Do you know Doctor SCHOOLFIELD? 

A. Yes, sir.  

Q - Ever heard him t a l k  about i t ?  About unnecessary 
k i l l i n g  by t h e  Sharks? 

A. No, s i r .  

Q. Have you ever  heard anything about t h e  Sharks on 
t h i s  day making f i r i n g  passes  and k i l l i n g  a l a r g e  number of 
c i v i l i a n s ? 
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A ,  No, sir. 

Q= Do you r e c a l l  t h e  Sharks making any claim of  b ig  
body counts on t h i s  day? 

A. .No, sir. I f  they would have claimed a l a r g e  
number of k i l l s ,  I am s u r e  we would have heard of it through 
t h e  company. In  o the r  words, they w ~ u l dhave had something 
t o  say about it. The only l a r g e  number of k i l l s  t h a t  t h e  
Sharks a c t u a l l y  k i l l e d  was t h e  t h i n g  i n  Quang Ngai. 

Q. Under what condi t ions  d i d  you enqage people on 
t h e  ground? 

A. Evasive people o r  people we were t o l d  t o  go ahead 
and shoot.  

Q What do you mean by evas ive  people? 

A .  People t h a t  were a c t u a l l y  t ak ing  evas ive  maneuvers 
o r  were extremely sus? ic ious .  

"..A 

9. You'd engage them? What's a suspic ious  person? 3' 
ti 

A. One t h a t  you can f l y  down t o ,  and y o u ' l l  give 
him your hand and arm s i g n a l s  and t r y  and d i r e c t  t h i s  man !2t o  where t h e  ground fo rce  commander wants him t o  go, and 

T-
he evades and runs and h ides  and crawls i n t o  a s p i d e r  
hole .  

Q e  You would engage and f i r e  on a person l i k e  t h a t ?  

A. Have I? 

Q- Yes. 

A ,  Yes, sir. 

a. You mean t o  t e l l  me, Captain NFUMANN, when you 
g ive  a s i g n a l  t o  somebody o u t  i n  a fi 'eld,  an arm and hand 
s i g n a l ,  which I am n o t  q u i t e  s u r e  what t h i s  arm and hand s i g n a l  
i s  t o  a Vietnamese, t o  t e l l  him t o  go back and jo in  t h e  
ground f o r c e s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i f  t h e s e  ground fo rces  a r e  f i r ing- -
t h i s  Derson begins t o  run and t r i e s  t o  h i d e ,  t h a t  t h e  Sharks 
would engage t h e s e  ind iv idua l s?  T h a t ' s  what you s a i d ?  
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A. That ' s  n o t  what I meant. 

Q. W e l l ,  you be t . t e r  spec i fy  what you meant. You j u s t
s a i d  t h a t .  Now r e p e a t  what you intended t o  s a y ,  then? 

A.  I need a s i t u a t i o n .  

Q. A l l  r i g h t ,  w e ' l l  t a k e  your s i t u a t i o n .  You've g o t  
a company moving through a hamlet,  and you ' r e  supposed t o  screen  
a c e r t a i n  d i r e c t i o n  from t h i s  hamlet; l e t ' s  say t h e  south.  The 
company is  CA. The t roops  a r e  going through t h e  hamlet. You've 
go t  5 o r  10 o r  20 c i v i l i a n s  running o u t  t o  t h e  south i n  which 
you a r e  supposed t o  screen .  Some a r e  h id ing  and some a r e  
running our  t h e r e .  You go down and motion t o  them i n  t h i s  
arm and hand s i g n a l  t h a t  you g ive  from a h e l i c o p t e r ,  and I 
am n o t  q u i t e  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  how it works. These c i v i l i a n s  
ignore  you and they  cont inue t o  run--or t h e s e  people.  Do 
you engage them with f i r e ?  

A .  Noi sir.  

Q- W e l l ,  you j u s t  s a i d  you d i d ,  

A. No, sir.  Not under those  circumstances.  We l a y  
down a covering f i r e .  In  o t h e r  words, we w i l l  pu t  f i r e  i n  
f r o n t  of them with doorgunners. You l e a d  a good d i s t a n c e  
i n  f r o n t  of  them t o  s t o p  them. his would be t h e  b a t t a l i o n  
commander, t h i s  is h i s  po l i cy .  Okay. We s t o p  them and--

Q- ( In te rpos ing)  Suppose they  won' t  s top .  I ' v e  seen 
a l o t  of people f i r e d  a t ,  and- they  won't s t o p .  

A.  Okay. The ground commander is  informed of t h i s  and 
he makes a dec i s ion  as t o  what he wants done with them, and we 
cont inue from t h e r e .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  a t  any time when t h e  ground commander 
s a i d  t o  k i l l  them? 

A. No. Not i n  terms of  when you a r e  t a l k i n g  of 20 o r  
30 people. 

Q. How about two? How about one? 
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A .  There has  been t h a t  occasion.  Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q- The ground commander s a i d  t o  k i l l  them? 

A. 	 Yes, s ir .  

Q. 	 Was t h i s  person always armed? 

A. 	 No, sir.  Not always. 

Q. 	 Well, then  what was t h e  b a s i s  t o  k i l l  them? 

A. 	 H e  was escaping t h e  a rea .  

Q. Are you f a m i l i a r  w i t h  the  r u l e s  of  engagement, 
Captain NEU-WN? 

A. 	 Yes, sir. 

Q. 	 And i t ' s  your understanding of t h e  r u l e s  of engage-
ment t h a t  you can engage an unarmed man who i s  n o t  t ak ing  any 
h o s t i l e  a c t i o n  simply on t h e  f a c t  t h a t  he i s  evading? Were 
t h e s e  people i n  uniform? How could you say t h a t  t h e s e  people 
were VC? %at  b a s i s ?  

A. 	 That they  w e r e  f l e e i n g  t h e  area .  

Q. That would be s u f f i c i e n t  evidence t o  you, o r  prima
f a c i e  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  f o r  engaging? Flee ing  an a r e a ?  

A. 	 Yes, sir. 

Did you e v e r  wonder about t h i s ?  

Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q - Did you e v e r  f i n d  it n o t  r e a l l y  t o o  s u r p r i s i n g  t h a t  
t h e  Vietnamese people run away from h e l i c o p t e r s ,  s ee ing  what 
h e l i c o p t e r s  usua l ly  b r i n g  with them and what they  do? Do you 
th ink  t h i s  i s  s t r a n g e  f o r  ignorant  peasants  t o  run away when 
t h e  choppers come i n ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i f  they  have had t h e i r  
f ami l i e s  sho t  up o r  t h e i r  v i l l a g e  s h o t  up? Then t h e  fact .  t h a t  
they a r e  running away--they could be engaged? 

A. 	 Y e s ,  s ir .  I c e r t a i n l y  d i d ,  sir. 
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Q You thought about it. What d i d  you do about i t ?  
You say  you thought about t h i s .  Were you l a t e r  on a Shark 
p la toon l eader?  

A .  Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q- Did t h i s  concern you? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. Why d i d n ' t  you t e l l  t h e  Sharks n o t  t o  do i t ?  T e l l  
them they  wouldn't  do i t ?  Why d i d n ' t  you j u s t  put  ou t  an order-
d i d  you put  ou t  an o r d e r  t h a t  t h e  Sharks would n o t  do t h i s ,  t h a t  
nobody would be engaged unless--did you t a k e  your r u l e s  of 
engagement o u t  and--

A. ( In terpos ing)  Y e s ,  1 c e r t a i n l y  d id .  The p o i n t  being 
we w e r e  an element,  o r  we were a suppor t ing  u n i t  t o  be used by 
t h e  person on t h e  ground i n  con t ro l  of t h e  s i t u a t i o n ,  and i f  
w e  d o n ' t  have--in o t h e r  words, t h e  c o n t r o l l i n g  agency t e l l s  
us what t o .  We e r e  n e r d y  a suppor t ing  u n i t  f o r  him t o  u t i l i z e  
a s  he s e e s  f i t .  Now, i f  he s e e s - f i t  t o  k i l l  one man t h a t  i s  
evading ou t  of h i s  a r e a  of entrapment, t h a t  is h i s  dec i s ion .  
It is n o t  my decis ion .  He t e l l s  m e  what t o  do. 

Q. Suppose you b e l i e v e  t h a t  person t o  be an innocent  
c i v i l i a n ?  Suppose it 's a g i r l ?  Suppose i t C sa 10-year-old 
boy? Is it s t i l l  h i s  dec is ion?  

A. I t  c e r t a i n l y  i s ,  sir .  

Q g  I n  o t h e r  words, he  makes a dec i s ion  and you imple-
ment i t ?  You execute  i t ?  

A. To the  b e s t  of my a b i l i t y .  

Q. That i s  your understanding of what your o b l i g a t i o n s  
a r e ?  This i s  an order?  

Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q Are you i n  t h e  h a b i t  o r  b e l i e f  t h a t  you obey a l l  
i l l e g a l  and immoral o r d e r s ,  Captain NEUMANN? 

A. S i r ,  i t ' s  n o t  my determinat ion.  
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Q *  It 's no t?  

A. No, sir. Not i n  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n ,  s i r .  I f  I were 
t o  go along wi th  t h a t ,  I decided we would n o t  have an e f f e c t i v e  
combat u n i t  i n  Vietnam. 

Q. I ' m  n o t  h e r e  t o  debate  with you, Captain NEUMANN, 
b u t  I want t o  make very su re  I understand your frame of mind 
a s  p la toon l e a d e r  of t h e  Sharks. People would be engaged 
without  weapons o r  without  t ak ing  o r  making h o s t i l e  a c t s  i f  
t h e  ground commander s o  designated o r  s o  ordered? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q b  
 And t h i s  f r equen t ly  would be based--this ground
commander would g-ive t h i s  information s o l e l y  on t h e  in fo r -  
mation he rece ived  from t h e  Shark p i l o t s ?  

A. Information t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t ,  we would c a l l  
t h e  ground commander and say "Yes, we have two mil i tary-aged 
youths depar t ing  t o  t h e  south" and w e  would o f t e n  go down 
and spot  them wi th  smoke, and he  would be up i n  h i s  a i r c r a f t  
o r b i t i n g ,  and he could s e e  them and he could make a dec i s ion  
as t o  what he wanted done with these  people.  He would o f t e n  
t imes say,  " F i r e  a b u r s t  i n  t h e r e  and t r y  t o  head them o f f , "  
and on a number of occasions he  s a i d  j u s t ,  " l e t  them go," and--

Q. ( In terpos ing)  And on some occasions he s a i d ,  
" K i l l  them"? 

A. On occasion. Yes, slr. 

LTC PATTERSON: Captain NEUMANN, do you have anything e l s e  
t h a t  you would l i k e  t o  say a t  t h i s  time? 

A. No, sir. 

Q - Do you have any o t h e r  information t h a t  w e  have n o t  
d iscussed  o r  t h a t  you might t h i n k  i s  r e l e v a n t  f o r  t h e  purposes 
of t h i s  inqu i ry?  

A. No, sir. I s u r e  d o n ' t .  

Q* Do you have any documents o r  records  o r  photographs 
or any t p e  of phys ica l  evidence t h a t  could be use fu l?  

(NEUMANN) 38 APP T-138 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
. .. 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


A,  S i r ,  t h e  OER l i s t  t h a t  I mentioned t o  Major COOP, 
I was unable t o  f i n d  i n  my r ecords .  I a l s o  had a l i s t  of AC 
orders .  I n  o t h e r  words, people i n  t h e  174th Aviat ion Company-- 
I t h i n k  you mentioned t h a t  Captain BOSWELL had furn ished  you 
with t h i s .  

Q. Anything e l s e ?  Any photos? i 

A. No, sir.  

Q. I ' d  l i k e  t o  g ive  you an oppor tuni ty  t o  say  anything 
else t h a t  you would l i k e  t o  say  f o r  t h e  r ecord  a t  t h i s  t i m e ,  

, opinions o r  anything t h a t  you f e e l  should be made an o f f i c i a l  
p a r t  of t h i s  record .  

A. Other than my testimony t h a t  was made t o  t h e  CID 
agent  concerning t h e  na tu re  of t h i s  a r e a  and nor th  of t h e  
Song Tra Khuc and south of t h e  Song Tra Bong River and t o  
t h e  e a s t  of  Highway l - - tha t  whole a r e a  i n  t h e r e  has been a 
h o s t i l e  a r e a ,  and you would probably f i n d  today t h a t  it is 
today a h o s t i l e  a rea .  This is no t  t o  condone tha t - - i f  i n  
f a c t  innocent  people were killed--however, a f t e r  hau l ing  
o u t  a s  many American s o l d i e r s  a s  I have from t h i s  a r e a ,  
it is  d i f f i c u l t  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e s e  people a r e  a c t u a l l y  
c i v i l i a n s  o r  c i v i l i a n  c o n t r o l l e d  a s  t h e  p ress  brought i n t o  
p lay .  During a war of t h i s  n a t u r e ,  innocent  c i v i l i a n s  a r e  
bound t o  be k i l l e d .  I d e f i n i t e l y  d o n ' t  endorse wholesale 
s l a u g h t e r ,  b u t  t h e r e  a r e  going t o  be a c e r t a i n  number of 
people k i l l e d .  

Q. Anything e l s e ?  

A. No, sir. 

LTC PATTERSON: Captain NEUMANM, you a r e  again reminded t h a t  
the d i r e c t i o n s  t h a t  you rece ived  previous ly  s t i l l  apply.  

W e  apprec ia te  your coming t o  Washington and we 
a p p r e c i a t e  your testimony and your f o r t h r i g h t n e s s  and your 
honesty.  I t ' s  very important  t h a t  we g e t  e x a c t l y  t h e  f a c t s  
and e x a c t l y  t h e  r u l e s  t h a t  were i n  e f f e c t  i n  Vietnam dur ing  
t h i s  t ime 'frame. 

I want t o  cau t ion  you and make c e r t a i n  you have 
no ques t ions  concerning t h e  d i r e c t i o n s  t h a t  you received a t  

(NEUMANN) 39  APP T-138 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 




FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


t h e  o u t s e t  of th is  hea r ing  concerning any d i scuss ion  with any 
i n d i v i d u a l ;  concerning t h e  events  surrounding t h e  s o  c a l l e d  
My Lai i n c i d e n t ,  and t h e  warning t o  you, and t h e  p r o h i b i t i o n  
t o  you, of d i scuss ing  t h i s  i n c i d e n t  o r  what has  t r a n s p i r e d  
h e r e  t h i s  morning with any o t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l  except  f o r  those  
proper ly  c o n s t i t u t e d  bodies: a d m i n i s t r a t i v e ,  j u d i c i a l  o r  
l e g i s l a t i v e .  Do you understand c l e a r l y  what you have been 
d i r e c t e d ?  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. NO ques t ion?  

A. No ques t lon  a t  a l l .  

LTC PATTERSON: The hea r ing  is c losed .  

(The hea r ing  recessed  a t  0945  hours ,  13 January 
1970.) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: SCHOOLFIELD, Br ian  

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 13 January  1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: F l i g h t  Surgeon of  t h e  
174th  Avia t ion  Company. 

1. INFORMATION ABOUT MY LAI. 

a .  From p e r s o n a l  knowledge. 

SCHOOLFIELD d i d  n o t  reca l l  f l y i n g  wi th  t h e  174th  
on 16 March (pg.  4 ) .  He hea rd  no th ing  from w i t h i n  t h e  
company concerning t h e  16 March o p e r a t i o n  (pg. 1 4 )  . He 
r e c a l l e d  no rumors about  t h e  k i l l i n g  o f  a l a r g e  group of  
noncombatants by American s o l d i e r s  (pgs .  1 4 ,  1 5 ,  17)  . 

b .  From Warrant O f f i c e r  CLARK. 

H e  hea rd  some in fo rmat ion  about  c i v i l i a n s  be ing  
k i l l e d  on an o p e r a t i o n  from a Warrant O f f i c e r  Gary CLARK 
who was wi th  t h e  123d via ti on at tali on (pgs .  5 ,  23) . 
CLARK s a i d  t h a t  a h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t  i n  h i s  u n i t  had seen 
G I ' s  s h o o t i n g  c i v i l i a n s  (pg. 6 ) .  This  p i l o t  landed h i s  
s h i p  and t h r e a t e n e d  t o  have h i s  doorgunners f i r e  upon t h e  
s o l d i e r s  i f  they  d i d  n o t  s t o p  s h o o t i n g  some c i v i l i a n s  who 
w e r e  i n  a d i t c h  (pg.  6 ) .  The p i l o t  was g e t t i n g  an  award 
f o r  t h i s  (pg.  7 ) .  The 174th Avia t ion  Company was n o t  
mentioned i n  connect ion  wi th  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  (pg .  6 ) .  

INCIDENTS INVOLVING THE 174th .  

a. Openina f i r e  on t h e  v i l l a a e .  

A crew c h i e f  was wounded by s n i p e r  f i r e  from a 
d e s e r t e d  v i l l a g e  west  of  Duc Pho (pg. 9 ) .  A f t e r  b r i n g i n g  
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t h e  wounded man back t o  t h e  base  t h e  gunships  r e t u r n e d  t o  
t h e  v i l l a g e  and s t r a f e d  it i n  r e t a l i a t i o n  (pg. 9 ) .  SCHOOL-
FIELD r e p o r t e d  t h i s  t o  Major WHEAT who reprimanded t h o s e  
involved (pg. 11). There was no r e p e t i t i o n  of  t h i s  type  
t h i n g  (pg. 12)  . 

b. F i r i n g  i n t o  c i v i l i a n s .  

SCHOOLFIELD knew o f  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i n t o  an 
a l l e g a t i o n  by m i l i t a r y  o b s e r v e r s  on a h i l l  t h a t  t h e  Sharks 
had f i r e d  on c i v i l i a n s  (pg. 15)  . Those invo lved  were 
grounded f o r  awhi le ,  b u t  w e r e  e v e n t u a l l y  c l e a r e d  (pg .15) .  
They had been t aken  under heavy f i r e  and were j u s t  f i r i n g  
back (pg. 1 5 ) .  

3 .  OTHER INFORMATION. 

a .  Assessment o f  t h e  174th Avia t ion  Company. 

The psycho log ica l  and menta l  h e a l t h  of  t h e  174th  
S via ti on B a t t a l i o n  was e x c e p t i o n a l l y  good (pg. 4 ) .  He 
f e l t  t h a t  t h e  company was p r o f e s s i o n a l  i n  t h e  employment 
of a v i a t i o n  resources  (pgs.  4 ,  1 8 ) .  The p i l o t s  were 
a g g r e s s i v e  (pg. 1 3 ) .  H e  took p r i d e  i n  b e i n g  i n  t h e  
u n i t  (pg.  1 5 ) .  

b .  Assessment o f  GIBSON. 

GIBSON w a s  a good o f f i c e r  who had an e x c e l l e n t  
r a p p o r t  w i t h  h i s  men and was aware o f  what was going on 
(pgs. 19 ,  21) . H e  had a r e a l  f e e l  f o r  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  (pg.  19)  . 

H i s  b i g g e s t  f a u l t  was p l a y i n g  c a r d s  f o r  long  hours  (pg. 2 0 ) .  
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(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1004 hour s ,  1 3  January 

1970.) 


MR WEST: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  

RCDR: The fo l lowing  named persons  a r e  p r e s e n t :  MR WEST, LTC 
PATTERSON, and MAJ COOP. 

The n e x t  w i tnes s  i s  Doctor Rryon W. SCHOOLFIELD. 

(DR SCHOOLFIELD w a s  c a l l e d  as a w i t n e s s ,  w a s  sworn, 
and t e s t i f i e d  a s  fo l lows  : )  

P l e a s e  s t a t e  your f u l l  name, occupa t ion  and resi-
dence. 

A. Doctor Bryon W. SCHOOLFIELD, medical  d o c t o r  and r e s i -  
d e n t ,  add res s  i s  4606 Beacher Road, Apartment J 5  F l i n t ,  Michi-
gan. 

MR WEST: Doctor SCHOOLFIELD, b e f o r e  w e  g e t  i n t o  any q u e s t i o n s ,  
I want t o  t e l l  you something about t h e  n a t u r e  and purpose of  
t h i s  i n q u i r y .  

This  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was d i r e c t e d  j o i n t l y  by t h e  
S e c r e t a r y  of  t h e  Army and t h e  Armych ie f  of  S t a f f  f o r  t h e  pur- 
pose of  de te rmin ing  c e r t a i n  f a c t s  and making f i n d i n g s  and re-
commendations concerning two major a r e a s ;  

(1) t h e  adequacy of p r i o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  i n t o  what 
i s  known as t h e  My La i  ( 4 )  i n c i d e n t  of 16 March 1968, and, 

( 2 )  t h e  p o s s i b l e  s u p r e s s i o n  o r  wi thhold ing  of i n -
format ion  by any person who had a du ty  t o  r e p o r t  and t o  f u r n i s h  
any in fo rma t ion  concerning t h i s .  I n  o t h e r  words, whether t h e r e  
was any coverup of  what happened t h e r e  t h a t  day. 

This  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i s  n o t  be ing  conducted t o  look 
i n t o  a l l  f a c t s  and c i rcumstances  of  what happened a t  My L a i  ( 4 ) .
For example, w e  a r e  n o t  concerned wi th  t h e  c u l p a b i l i t y  of  any 
i n d i v i d u a l  f o r  something he might have done .  t h a t  day. 

W e  have had made a v a i l a b l e  t o  us and have reviewed 
p r i o r  s t a t e m e n t s  o b t a i n e d  i n  o t h e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  of  t h e  My L a i  
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( 4 )  i n c i d e n t .  A s  f a r  a s  I know, you have n o t  made any p r i o r  
s t a t emen t s .  

Your tes t imony w i l l  be t aken  under  o a t h .  A ver -
ba t im t r a n s c r i p t  w i l l  be p repared .  A t a p e  r e c o r d i n g  i s  be ing  
made i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  verba t im n o t e s  be ing  t aken  by t h e  re-
p o r t e r .  

The g e n e r a l  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of o u r  r e p o r t  w i l l  be  
c o n f i d e n t i a l ,  b u t  it i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  your t e s t imony ,  o r  p a r t s  
of it, may l a t e r  become a  m a t t e r  of p u b l i c  knowledge. 

W e  ask  t h a t  you n o t  d i s c u s s  your t es t imony i n  t h i s  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  w i t h  o t h e r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  o t h e r  w i t n e s s e s  f o r  t h i s  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  excep t  a s  you may be r e q u i r e d  t o  do b e f o r e  a 
competent j u d i c i a l ,  l e g i s l a t i v e  o r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  body. For 
example, t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i v e  subcommittee of t h e  House Armed Ser-  
v i c e s  Committee i s  one group o f  people  conduct ing an i n q u i r y  
i n t o  t h e  My La i  i n c i d e n t .  

LTC PATTERSON: Can you r e c a l l  t o  which u n i t  you w e r e  a s s igned ,  
what your d u t i e s  were on 16 March 1968? 

A. I was w i t h  t h e  174th  Avia t ion  Company, and I w a s  
. . 

w i t h  them as t h e  f l i g h t  surgeon.  

Q- When d i d  you j o i n  t h e  174th ,  do you r e c a l l ?  
.. 

A. I n  October of  1967. 

Q- You were w i th  them u n t i l  when? , 

A. October 1968, f o r  a yea r .  

Q-. You s p e n t  your e n t i r e  t o u r  w i t h  t h e  174th? 

A. Right.  

Q- Our i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  d u r i n g  t h a t  y e a r  
you had more t h a n  one commander and t h a t  t h e  pe r sonne l  changed. 
Can you recall  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  as f a r  a s  key pe r sonne l  w e r e  con-
cerned i n  March o f  1968? 

A. I n  March I cannot  remember e x a c t l y .  I had t h r e e  
d i f f e r e n t  C O ' s  and I a m  n o t  s u r e  whether it w a s  Major WHEAT o r  
Major GIBSON a t  t h a t  t i m e .  
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Q* Our in format ion  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  Major GIBSON w a s  t h e  
CO. Does t h a t  go a long  w i t h  your r e c o l l e c t i o n ?  

A. Right .  

Q. How,about t h e  e x e c u t i v e  o f f i c e r ,  do you r e c a l l  i f  
Major GIBSON was t h e  e x e c u t i v e  o f f i c e r ?  

A. I cannot  be s u r e .  W e  went through t h e  war w i t h  
t h r e e  of t h o s e .  

Capta in  BOSWELL? 

Captain  BOSWELL w a s  XO a t  t h a t  t i m e .  

Q. I n  your  duty  a s  f l i g h t  surgeon,  who w e r e  you res-..

p o n s i b l e  t o ,  w i t h i n  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n ? .  .-

A. Mainly t o  Major GIBSON. 

Q *  The company co~mander?  

A. R igh t ,  and n a t u r a l l y  t o  t h e  b a t t a l i o n .  I w a s  a l s o  
under t h e  b a t t a l i o n  f l i g h t  surgeon t h e r e  s i n c e  he w a s  a t  ba t -
t a l i o n .  

Q. Could you g i v e  us a  b r i e f  resume of what a f l i g h t  
su rgeon ' s  d u t i e s  a r e  i n  an a v i a t i o n  company, a s  you s e e  them? 

A. W e l l ,  b a s i c a l l y ,  t h e  c h i e f  f l i g h t  surgeon i n d i c a t e s  
you a r e  t h e r e  t o  t a k e  c a r e  of t h e  a v i a t i o n  personne l  and p i l o t s  
and c o p i l o t s  and t h e  crew, bo th  medica l ly  and t h e  psychologi-  
cal a s p e c t s .  W e  had ou r  own sma l l  d i spensa ry  t h e r e  and I was 
r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  s i c k  c a l l  o r  i n j u r i e s ,  i f  t h e y  come back 
t o  t h e  company a r e a .  W e  had t h e  s a n i t a t i o n .  This  i s  n o t  a 
f l i g h t  s u r g e o n ' s  d u t y ,  b u t  i n  t h a t  ca se  s a n i t a t i o n ,  and every-  
t h i n g  else t h a t  goes a long  w i t h  be ing  a f l i g h t  surgeon i n  t h e  
army. 

Q- A s  I unders tand it, D r .  SCHOOLFIELD, you were an 
a d v i s o r  t o  t h e  commander on t h e  medical  and psycho log ica l  i m -
p l i c a t i o n s  o f  t h e  command? 

A. Right .  
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Q. I n  t h e  t ime frame of  e a r l y  1968, January ,  February,  
March 1968, do you r e c a l l  your impress ion of t h e  p sycho log ica l  
and medical  h e a l t h  .of t h e  174th?  

A. I though t ,  a c t u a l l y ,  du r ing  my e n t i r e  t o u r ,  it was 
e x c e p t i o n a l l y  good. 

Q. Did you have any problems p s y c h o l o g i c a l l y ,  t h a t  you 
can r e c a l l  were r a t h e r  unusua l ,  w i th  any o f  t h e  a v i a t i o n  people  
a s s o c i a t i n g  w i t h  t h e  people  o f  t h e  174th? 

A. I n  c o n t e x t  w i t h  t h e  c i rcumstances ,  and they  were i n  
r a t h e r  heavy combat a t  t ime ,  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h e r e  was any par-  
t i c u l a r  problem, p a r t i c u l a r l y  w i t h  t h e  p i l o t s  and c o p i l o t s .  
There would be t h e  o c c a s i o n a l  problems wi th  t h e  e n l i s t e d  men 
t h a t  you w i l l  f i n d  i n  any type  of u n i t ,  I b e l i e v e ,  b u t  no th ing  
t h a t  would r e a l l y  be worth comment. I t h i n k  they  were doing an 
e x c e p t i o n a l l y  f i n e  job and everybody w a s  i n  ve ry  good psycho- 
l o g i c a l  h e a l t h  a s  f a r  a s  t h a t  goes .  

Q. Did you f e e l  t h a t  t h e  a v i a t i o n  company w a s  p ro fe s -
s i o n a l l y  competent and d i s c r i m i n a n t  i n  t h e  employment of t h e i r  
a v i a t i o n  r e sou rces?  

A. D e f i n i t e l y .  

Q- Did you f l y  w i th  t h e  u n i t  a t  any t ime?  

A. Y e s .  I f lew w i t h  them q u i t e  a b i t .  

Q- I n  what c a p a c i t y ?  

A. W e l l ,  t h e r e  were a l o t  of  t imes .  Sometimes it would 
be runs  t o  Chu L a i  and sometimes I would go on resupply  mi s s ions  
w i th  them and somet;it,es I would accompany them on combat a s s u a l t s .  

Q - W e  have reason  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  174th  Avia t ion  
Company w a s  t h e  a v i a t i o n  u n i t  t h a t  d i r e c t l y  suppor t ed  Task Force  
Barker i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of  My La i  ( 4 )  , P i n k v i l l e ,  on 16 March 
1968. Do you r e c a l l  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  a s  a crew member i n  t h i s  
miss ion? 

A. I cannot  r e c a l l  r e a l l y  be ing  involved  i n  t h a t  a t  a l l .  
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Q e  Do you r e c a l l  any of t h e  s p e c i f i c  o p e r a t i o n s  t h a t  
you p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  f o r  any reason?  

A. Not by what would be c a l l e d  code names o r  s p e c i f i c  
miss ions .  There were scme around Quang Ngai when t h e  b a t t l e  
w a s  r a t h e r  heavy,  some r a t h e r  heavy combat a s s a u l t s  t o  go i n ,  
b u t  t o  g i v e  s p e c i f i c  t imes  and d a t e s ,  I r e a l l y  j u s t  d o n ' t  have 
t h e  memory f o r  it a t  t h e  moment. 

Q. Do you r e c a l l  s e e i n g  anyth ing  on any of  t h e  miss ions  
t h a t  you p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h a t  makes you recal l  an i n c i d e n t  o r  
o p e r a t i o n  f o r  any reason? 

A. I'm n o t  s u r e  what you want. 

Q Anything unusual ,  o r  any th ing  t h a t  you d i d  n o t  per-
s o n a l l y  ag ree  w i th  t h a t  t r a n s p i r e d ,  o r  any a c t i o n  taken  by any 
i n d i v i d u a l  t h a t  you d i s a g r e e d  wi th?  

A. Not when I was on any of t h e  miss ions  myself .  No-
t h i n g  t h a t  I p e r s o n a l l y  observed.  

a. During 1968, was t h e r e  any i n c i d e n t  r e p o r t e d  t o  you 
from w i t h i n  t h e  u n i t  o r  t h a t  you h a d - i n f o r m a t i o n  about  t h a t  
caused you some concern a s  a human b e i n g  o r  as an i n d i v i d u a l ?  

A. None from w i t h i n  t h e  u n i t  i t s e l f .  I guess  it was 
th i rd-hand in fo rma t ion  o r  hea r say ,  I d o n ' t  know which. That  

'would be j u s t  from one of  t h e  crew members I knew f a i r l y  w e l l .  
Not a c r e w  member, one of  t h e  CWOs from t h e  123d s c o u t  company. 

Q. Do you r e c a l l  any o f  t h e  s p e c i f i c s  of  t h a t ?  

A. W e l l ,  h e  used t o  come down and w e  were f a i r l y  good 
f r i e n d s .  

Q- Who w a s  he? 

A. I j u s t  remembered h i s  name a l i t t l e  wh i l e  ago, it 
w a s  Gary CLARK. I d o n ' t  know i f  he has  been h e r e  o r  n o t  and 
it was no o f f i c i a l  r e p o r t  o r  any th ing  l i k e  t h i s .  We w e r e  j u s t  
good f r i e n d s  and he  j u s t  mentioned-- -

Q ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Was he a doc to r?  
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A. No. H e  was a war ran t  o f f i c e r ,  a p i l o t .  

Q. Go ahead,  sir.  

A. I d o n ' t  know i f  he w a s  anywhere i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  
himself  a t  t h e  t i m e .  He j u s t  mentioned t h a t  one of t h e  o t h e r  
p i l o t s  had a t  leas t  been recommended f o r  some type  of  an award 
f o r  having landed.  Of cou r se ,  I r e p e a t  t h i s  a s  hea r say .  A s  
he p u t  it--I t h i n k  a l l  of t h e  s h i p s  i n  t h e  123d were or-- I  d o n ' t  
know i f  t h e y  had Hueys o r  not-- they landed a l o n g s i d e  a  road  
and a p p a r e n t l y  t h e y  saw some American G I s  who t h e y  thought  w e r e  
shoo t ing  c i v i l i a n s .  I cannot  say  i f  t h i s  was My La i  ( 4 ) .  A l l  
he s a i d  was, a longs ide  a  road.  Apparently he had landed, .  t h e  
o t h e r  p i l o t  l anded  and had h i s  gunners aim t h e i r  weapons a t  
one o r  two, a t  l e a s t  G I s  and t h r e a t e n e d  them i f  t h e y  d i d  n o t  
s t o p  shoo t ing  some c i v i l i a n s  t h a t  were i n  a  d i t c h .  

Q. This  s t o r y  w a s  r e l a t e d  t o  you by M r .  CLARK who w a s  
a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  123d? 

A. Y e s .  

Q- Did he come down s p e c i f i c a l l y  t o  t e l l  you t h i s ?  

A. No, t h i s  w a s - -

Q - ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  J u s t  a s u b j e c t  of conve r sa t ion?  

A. Right .  

Q. Was t h e r e  a t  t h a t  t ime any mention about  any o f  t h e  
a c t i v i t i e s  of t h e  174th? 

A. - No. 

Q- Concerning t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. You mean a t  t h e  t ime he w a s  down t h e r e ?  

Q. O r  any t i m e  he came down? 

A. No. 

Q. Did M r .  CLARK mention t h i s  on more t h a n  one occa- 
s i o n ,  s i r ?  . . 
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A. No. It j u s t  happened t o  b e ,  you know, it j u s t  hap- 

~ e n e dt o  be  an i n c i d e n t a l  t h i n g  t h a t  he  mentioned. 


Q- Do you r e c a l l  it s p e c i f i c a l l y  because of t h e  con-

t e n t ?  


.-
A. W e  w e r e  bo th  r a t h e r  d i s t u r b e d ,  of course .  By t h e  
t ime in fo rma t ion  g e t s  down it can p a s s  through s o  many'hands 
and you d o n ' t  know e x a c t l y  how much i s  t r u e ,  because t h e r e  a r e  
s o  many rumors of  what t a k e s  p l a c e  i n  Vietnam as anyone who h a s  
been t h e r e  can s o  v e r i f y .  You d o n ' t  know what t o  b e l i e v e  and 
n o t  b e l i e v e .  I assume it was be ing  i n v e s t i g a t e d  because he 
mentioned, I cannot  s ay  t h i s  i s  t r u e  o r  n o t  t r u e ,  t h a t  a t  l e a s t  
one person  was awarded some type  of  medal f o r  h i s  a c t i o n .  

Q. You mentioned t h e  s t o r y  t h a t  he t o l d  you concern-
i n g  people  by a  road ,  and an a l t e r c a t i o n  between a  p i l o t  and 
advancing U.S. f o r c e s ,  I assume, t o  keep them from shoo t ing  t h e s e  
people .  Was t h e r e  anyth ing  e l s e  t h a t  M r .  CLARK r e l a t e d  con-
ce rn ing  an i n c i d e n t ?  

A. No. 

Q- That  w a s  t h e. .e x t e n t  of  t h e  r e p o r t  t h a t  you r e c a l l ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q. What s t r u c k  you s t r a n g e  about t h i s ,  D r .  SCHOOOLFIELD? 
What made t h i s  s t a y  i n  your mind, t h e  a l t e r c a t i o n  between t h e  
U.S. f o r c e s ?  O r  was it t h e  i m p l i c a t i o n  of something e l s e ?  

A. The i m p l i c a t i o n  of G I s ,  as I s a w  it r e a l l y ,  U.S. f o r -
ces w e r e  s h o o t i n g  innocen t  c i v i l i a n s .  I have no way of  knowing 
whether it w a s  provoked, t h e  c o n t e x t  of  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  a t  t h e  
t ime and e s p e c i a l l y  a f t e r  you r e a d  about it i n  t h e  papers .  Need-
less t o  s a y ,  t h i s  was a r a t h e r  p u b l i c i z e d ,  blown-up and probab- 
l y  one-s ided and s l a n t e d ,  b u t  it does a t  l e a s t  r a i s e  q u e s t i o n s  
i n  my mind, and e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  he mentioned i t  a t  t h e  
t i m e .  H e  d i d  n o t  come t h e r e  s p e c i f i c a l l y  t o  mention it and I 
have no i d e a  what l e a d  up t o  it. I t  w a s  something t h a t  came 
up i n  t h e  conve r sa t ion .  Like I s a i d ,  we were j u s t  f a i r l y  good 
f r i e n d s  and he would j u s t  s t o p  i n  o c c a s i o n a l l y ,  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  
he w a s  w i t h  t h e  123d t h e  e n t i r e  t ime.  I t h i n k  he was w i t h i n  
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our  b a t t a l i o n  and he would come down and f l y  when some of  o u r  
p i l o t s  w e r e  over  t h e r e  f o r  a p a r t i c u l a r  month. Maybe he would 
s t a y  overn igh t .  

Q. Do you s p e l l  h i s  name wi th  an "e" on t h e  end? 
CLARK o r  CLARKE? Do you r e c a l l ?  

A. No, I d o n ' t .  

Q- Did he d i s c u s s  it a t  any o t h e r  occas ion?  Did he 
b r i n g  it up aga in  a t  a l a t e r  meeting? 

A. N o ,  n o t  t h a t  I can remember a t  a l l .  

Q- Did t h e  174th  t a k e  many wounded d u r i n g  t h e  e a r l y  
p a r t  of 1968? 

A. You w i l l  have t o  excuse m e .  I am t r y i n g  t o  t h i n k  
back. I t ' s  been awhi le .  

Q- T e t  began a t  t h e  end of January t h e r e  and t h e n  
t h e r e  was a c o n s i d e r a b l e  amount of  a c t i v i t y  d u r i n g  T e t .  

A. F o r t u n a t e l y ,  w e  were a b l e  t o  s t a y  away from casua l -
t ies  p e r  se, as f a r  as t h e  a c t i o n  t h e  s h i p s  were s e e i n g  and t h e  
h o l e s  t h a t  w e r e  coming back i n  t h e  s h i p s  and wi th  t h e  number 
of mor ta r  a t t a c k s  t h a t  we had. You're t a l k i n g  about  a c t u a l  
combat? 

Q Yes, f l y i n g  c a s u a l t i e s ,  people  be ing  s h o t  wh i l e  
a i r b o r n e .  

A. A t  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  t ime ,  I cannot  g i v e  you any i n -
format ion.  

Q- Do you r e c a l l  t h e  i n c i d e n t  when t h e  crew c h i e f  o f  
t h e  Shark w a s  s h o t  wh i l e  on a miss ion.  S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  a Shark 
crew c h i e f  o r  gunner? 

A. Y e s .  

Q. You do r e c a l l  t h a t ?  

A. Y e s .  

(SCHOOLFIELD) 8 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

APP T-140 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


Q. Do you r e c a l l  how he was s h o t ?  Do you happen t o  

recal l  t h a t ?  


A. I t h i n k  t h e r e  were s e v e r a l  of them t h a t  were s h o t .  
I t h i n k  I know what you a r e  l e a d i n g  up t o .  Apparent ly ,  t h e  

' Sharks were on a recon miss ion ,  a s  f a r  a s  I remember. I don' t 
know i f  it was j u s t  someone took a  p o t  s h o t  a t  a s n i p e r  and t h e  
v i l l a g e  and I ' m  s u r e  t h i s  was n o t  n e a r  MY La i  o r  n o t  MY L a i .  
I s a w  t h e  s h i p s  t a k e  o f f  a f t e r  t hey  had brought  t h e  gunner 
back i n ,  and t h e y  were r a t h e r  aggrava ted  over  t h e  s i t u a t i o n ,  
and I h a t e  t o  even g ive  t h i s  t es t imony,  b u t  I was- -

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  What makes you t h i n k  t h e y  w e r e  ag-

g rava ted?  What makes you f e e l  t h i s  way? 


A. They s p e c i f i c a l l y  s a i d ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  l a t e r - -  

0. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Who s a i d ,  do you r e c a l l ?  

A. Some o f  t h e  people  i n  t h e  Sharks ,  and I r e a l l y  d o n ' t  
c a r e  t o  i n d i c a t e  any names. I t h i n k  thzy  went o u t  and d i d  do 
some s t r a f i n g  on a sma l l  v i l l a g e  o r  a couple  of  hootches .  I 
t h i n k ,  from what I was a b l e  t o  g a t h e r  from o t h e r  i n fo rma t ion ,  
t h a t  t h e  v i l l a g e  o r  t h e  p l a c e s  t h a t  t hey  d i d  h i t  w e r e  empty 
o r  evacua ted  a t  t h e  t ime ,  and t h i s  s n i p e r  j u s t  happened t o  be 
nea r  t h i s  v i l l a g e  and it was, "This  was a known VC v i l l a g e , "  
whatever t h a t  means. I g o t  r a t h e r  u p s e t  ove r  it i n  f a c t ,  be- 
cause an i n c i d e n t a l  s n i p e r  t h a t  t h e y  were n o t  even a b l e  t o  s e e ,  
may n o t  have been p a r t  of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  d i d  cause  a r e t a l i a t i o n  
of t h i s  n a t u r e .  I ' m  n o t  a  p a c i f i s t  and I ' m  no t  a war hawk e i -  
t h e r ,  b u t  I d e f i n i t e l y  b e l i e v e ,  you know, i n  be ing  a b l e  t o  de- 
fend y o u r s e l f .  We a r e  t h e r e  t o  e r a d i c a t e  t h e  enemy, o r  p a c i f y  
them, o r  whatever  you can do,  and t h a t  was t h e  miss ion .  I j u s t  
g o t  r a t h e r  u p s e t  t h a t  t hey  were a b l e  t o  a t  l e a s t  wi thout  o t h e r  
c l e a r a n c e  a t  t h e  t i m e ,  t o  go back and make t h e  h i t .  Of c o u r s e ,  
when I f i r s t  g o t  t h e  i n fo rma t ion ,  it w a s  j u s t  a v i l l a g e .  I t  
w a s  j u s t  l i k e ,  you know, "Somebody s h o t  J o e ,  we ' r e  going t o  g e t  
even." I t  w a s  a c t u a l l y  a  momentary mental  i n f l a m a t i o n ,  you 
might say .  The gunships  had been i n  q u i t e  a b i t  of  a c t i o n  and 
they  were a l l  ex t remely  good p i l o t s .  I c a n ' t  t h i n k  any o f  them 
were men ta l ly  unbalanced. I t  w a s  j u s t ,  I d o n ' t  r e a l l y  know how 
t o  say  it, t h e y  j u s t  a c t u a l l y  g o t  mad due t o  t h e  c i rcumstances .  
Like I s a i d ,  I d i d  h e a r  t h e  v i l l a g e  was e n t i r e l y  evacua ted  and 
I t h i n k  it was somewhere w e s t  of Duc Pho and My La i  ( 4 )  was 
n o r t h ,  s o  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  it was t h a t  v i l l a g e .  
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Q. Can you g e n e r a t e  t h e  t i m e  frame? 

A. I s u r e  c a n ' t .  

Q. With r e f e r e n c e  t o  Te t?  Perhaps b e f o r e  T e t  o r  a f t e r  
Te t  o r  d u r i n g  Te t?  

A. I d o n ' t  know. I cannot .  I know it was about  t h e  
f i r s t  t h i r d  t o  a q u a r t e r  of  my t o u r .  I j u s t  know it was d u r i n g  
t h e  beginning of  t h e  t o u r .  I t  was b e f o r e  Major GIBSON took o v e r  
t h e  company, i f  t h a t  g i v e s  you any b e t t e r  r e f e r e n c e .  

Q- Who w a s  t h e  Shark 6 a t  t h i s  t ime? 

A. I c a n ' t  remember. I t h i n k  i f  I remember r i g h t ,  
Shark 6 i s  t h e  l e a d e r ?  

Q. Y e s .  

A. I c a n ' t  remember it. 

Q - Do you remember any of  t h e  names of  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  
t h a t  seemed t o  be men ta l ly  inf lamed a s  you p u t  i t ?  

A. No. I can remember some f a c e s  vaguely ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  
know t h e  names. 

Q. Would you know t h e  names i f  I r an  through them? 

A. I might be a b l e  t o  recognize  a couple  of  them. 

Q a  M r .  DOERSAM? 

A. I recognize  t h a t  name, b u t  I cannot  remember. I ' m  
t r y i n g  t o  remember t h e  s p e c i f i c  ones t h a t  may have been on t h e  
miss ion,  and I do n o t  know i f  M r .  DOERSAM was on it o r  n o t .  

Q. I t a k e  it from what you s a i d ,  t h a t  t h i s  r e t a l i a t i o n ,  
and I ' m  borrowing your term,  t h a t  because of t h e  wounding of  
t h i s  one crew c h i e f ,  t h e y  went o u t  t o  g e t  even. Is t h a t  t h e  
way you unders tood i t ?  -

A. A t  l e a s t  a t  t h e  t i m e  it  seemed t h a t  way. Of c o u r s e ,  
I d o n ' t  know t h a t  I was i n  o p e r a t i o n s  a t  t h e  t i m e .  
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Q- How d i d  you h e a r  about  t h i s ?  

A. W e l l ,  f i r s t  of  a l l ,  t h e  f i r s t  I knew about  it was 
when they  brought  t h e  crew-chief i n .  I went o u t  t o  t h e  sma l l  
h o s p i t a l  t h a t  was t h e r e  t o  check on him and I knew t h a t  t hey  
were going back o u t .  It  was l a t e r  t h a t  I found o u t  t h a t  t h e y  
d i d  go back t o  t h e  v i l l a g e .  They may have been t a k i n g  more f i r e  
o r  it may have been more t h a n  one s n i p e r ,  b u t  t o  me a t  t h e  t i m e  
it seemed l i k e  it may have been s o r t  of a r e t a l i a t i o n .  

Q- You d o n ' t  recal l  how you hea rd  about  it o r  from 
whom? 

A. No, because t h e r e  were s o  many people  around,  es-

p e c i a l l y  when t h e  gunships-- there  were o t h e r  wounded from ac- 

t i o n s  around be ing  brought  i n  a t  t h e  same t i m e .  I t  seemed 

l i k e  somebody i n  t h e  company o r  some men o r  maybe one of my 

own medics. My tes t imony is n o t  s p e c i f i c ,  it i s  my impres- 

s i on .  


Q e  
 D o  you r e c a l l  what you d i d  w i th  t h i s  i n fo rma t ion  

when you r e c e i v e d  i t ?  Did you t a l k  t o  anyone about  it on any 

a u t h o r i t y ?  


A. A f t e r  awhi le  I went t o  Major WHEAT, who was i n  com-

mand a t  t h a t  t ime,  and t o l d  him I was r a t h e r  peeved about it 

and something a t  l e a s t  ought t o  be s a i d  o r  done, I t h i n k .  A t  

l e a s t  t o  t h e  gunships  s o  they  would use a l i t t l e  b i t  b e t t e r  

s e l f - r e s t r a i n t  i f  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  a rose  a t  a f u t u r e  t ime.  He 

d i d  t a l k  t o  them. He warned them about  t h i s  and s a i d  t h e r e  

w i l l  n o t  be any s p e c i f i c  r e t a l i a t i o n s  of any t y p e  anymore. 

I was n o t  t h e r e  when he d id  speak t o  them, and s i n c e  he d i d .  

a t  l e a s t  t a k e  some a c t i o n ,  t a l k e d  t o  them about it and was 

aware o f  t h e  s i t u a t i o n .  You know, a t  l e a s t  i n  h i s  c o n t e x t  

a t  t h e  t i m e  it took p l a c e  and he hea rd  about it l a t e r .  I ' m  

even s u r e  he w a s  a t  Duc Pho, he may have been up Chu La i  on 

a b r i e f i n g  o r  something l i k e  t h i s .  


. Q,- How are you s o  s u r e ,  s i r ,  he t a l k e d  t o  them about  
t h i s  i f  you w e r e  n o t  t h e r e ?  

A. H e  t o l d  me. 

Q. H e  t o l d  you? 
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A. Y e s ,  a t  a l a t e r  t i m e .  

Q. Did you r e p o r t  t h i s  t o  anyone e l s e  b e f o r e  you g o t  
t o  Major WHEAT? 

A. Nobody of h i g h e r  rank o r  any th ing  l i k e  t h i s .  I 
expressed  myself t o  a  number of people  about i t ,  j u s t  c l o s e  
f r i e n d s .  I w a s  q u i t e  b i t t e r  because I s t i l l  w a s  s e e i n g  it i n  
a r e t a l i a t i o n  a s p e c t  and it j u s t  seemed o u t  of  p r o p o r t i o n  even 
though i f  I p u t  myself i n  t h e i r  p l a c e ,  I could  unders tand  how 
they  f e e l .  E s p e c i a l l y  knowing some of t h e  f r u s t r a t i o n s  t a k i n g  
p l a c e  a t  o t h e r  t imes  w i t h  any of t h e  s h i p s ,  n o t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  
t h e  Sharks .  They were t a k i n g  a l o t  of f i r e  and I had been on 
some of t h e  miss ions  myself when they  could  n o t  even g e t  pe r -  
miss ion t o  f i r e  back. You know t h e  way they  have t o  g e t  clear-
ance through t h e  h igher -ups ,  and then  you have t o  g e t  c l e a r -  
ance w i t h  t h e  prov ince  c h i e f ,  and by t h e  t i m e  t h e  c l e a r a n c e  
does come t h e  enemy i s  gone. 

Q. You i n d i c a t e d  e a r l i e r  i n  your  t es t imony t h a t  t h e  
company i n c l u d i n g  t h e  Sharks were ve ry  w e l l  d i s c i p l i n e d  and 
a combat e f f e c t i v e  u n i t .  Th is  w a s  an i n c i d e n t  t h a t  occu r red  
du r ing  your  t o u r .  Did you f e e l  a f t e r  t h i s  i n c i d e n t  t h a t  t h e y  
became b e t t e r  q u a l i f i e d  o r  were t h e r e  any more r e p e t i t i o n s  o f  
such i n c i d e n t s ?  

A. A s  f a r  a s  I know t h e r e  had been no more r e p e t i t i o n s .  

Q. This  c e r t a i n l y  must have c a s t  some doubt i n  your  
mind a s  t o  t h e i r  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  i n  employment of  t h e i r  f i r e -  

power a t  t h e  t ime.  Did you ga in  f u l l  conf idence  i n  them? 


A. From what I s a w  t h e r e  and heard  o f .  O f  cou r se ,  

I w a s  n o t  on eve ry  miss ion .  I d i d  go o u t  a s  much a s  p o s s i b l e ,  

e s p e c i a l l y  be ing  a t  company l e v e l .  I enjoyed it because I 

could g e t  i n  on o p e r a t i o n s  and see t h e  e n t i r e  c o n t e x t  of t h e  

company working i n s t e a d  of  be ing  o f f  i n  a d i spensa ry  working 

and I en joy  t h i s .  I f e l t  t h e y  d i d  an ex t remely  good job. 

I t h i n k  t h i s  was j u s t  a momentary, i f  I can u s e  my o l d  p h r a s e ,  

mental  i n f l a m a t i o n  o r  g e t t i n g  mad a t  a c i rcumstance.  


a. I t h i n k  i t ' s  p r e v a l e n t  t h a t  gunship people  a r e  
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j u s t  a c u t  above t h e  normal h e l i c o p t e r  a v i a t o r ,  i n  t h a t  t h e y  
a r e  i n  f a c t  u s ing  t h e i r  f i repower  and s e e i n g  t h e  r e s u l t s  from 
t h e  a i r .  Did t h e  Sharks appear  t o  you t o  be a c u t  above t h e  
norm? 

A. I t h i n k  j u s t  about  everybody I saw i n  a gunship 
was a l i t t l e  b i t  d i f f e r e n t .  

Q* Did your  Sharks s e e m  t o  t a k e  p r i d e  i n  t h e  number 
of k i l l s  t h e y  genera ted?  

A. Y e s ,  s o  d i d  any o t h e r  gunship t h a t  I s a w .  A s  f a r  
a s  heavy b a t t l e  a c t i o n ,  t h e y  d i d  n o t  g e t  any excep t  f o r  t h i s  
one c i rcumstance.  There was nobody i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  and they  
j u s t  s t r a f e d  and rocke ted  a couple  of  hootches .  I am n o t  
s u r e  it was a v i l l a g e ,  t h i s  i s  j u s t  hearsay .  I n  heavy b a t t l e  
a c t i o n ,  a s  i n  any ground t r o o p s ,  I t h i n k  they  were g l a d  t o  be 
a b l e  t o  g e t  r i d  of  a s  many enemy a s  p o s s i b l e .  

Q Would you s a y  they  w e r e  agg res s ive?  

A. I would s a y  they  would be s h i r k i n g  t h e i r  d u t i e s  
i f  t hey  w e r e  n o t .  

Q. Then t h e y  were agg res s ive?  

A. They were. 

Q. Do you know of any i n d i v i d u a l  t h a t  took p a r t  i n  
t h i s  a l l e g e d  i n c i d e n t  which you have been d i s c u s s i n g ?  

A. Other  t h a n  t h e  Sharks themselves?  

a. 
t h e r e ?  

Anybody i n  t h e  Sharks t h a t  you can t e l l  m e  was 

A. Shark 6 was Captain  WOODS, I d o n ' t  remember h i s  
f i r s t  name. I can remember t a l k i n g  t o  somebody about it l a t e r  
on, e x p r e s s i n g  myself about  it. I can remember one f a c e ,  b u t  
I cannot  remember h i s  name. I t ' s  been awhi le .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  hea r ing  anyth ing  from w i t h i n  t h e  u n i t  
concerning t h e  My L a i  ( 4 )  o p e r a t i o n ,  16 March 6 8 ,  i n  t h a t  t i m e  
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frame o r  subsequent  t o  it w i t h  r e f e r e n c e  t o  a l a r g e  body count  
from any sou rce?  

A. I r e a l l y  cannot  remember anyth ing  from w i t h i n  t h e  
company. 

Q- You hea rd  no th ing  about  anyone s e e i n g  l a r g e  groups 
of people ,  Vietnamese Na t iona l s ,  v a r i e d  ages  and sexes?  

A. Other  t h a n  j u s t  t h e  hearsay  o r  t h e  th i rd-hand  o r  
fourth-hand in fo rma t ion  t h a t  I mentioned e a r l i e r  i n  t h e  i n t e r -  
view. I cannot  r e a l l y  remember anyth ing  of  t h e  s o r t .  

Q- Do you r e c a l l  h e a r i n g  any of  t h e  Sharks  o r  t h e  
personne l  w i t h i n  t h e  a v i a t i o n  company, o p e r a t i o n s  pe r sonne l ,  
medics,  d i s c u s s i n g  t h e  shoo t ing  o f  men, women, c h i l d r e n ,  non-
combatants,  c i v i l i a n s  a t  any t ime? 

A. . A t  v a r i o u s  t i m e s  you g e t  rumors t h a t  t h e r e  may 
have been somebody k i l l e d  who may o r  may n o t  have been a 
c i v i l i a n ,  b u t  s p e c i f i c  i n c i d e n t s ,  no. I r e a l l y  c a n ' t  s ay  
a t  a l l .  

Q. Your knowledge of  t h e  My Lai  i n c i d e n t  i n  mid- 
March; you heard  no th ing  about  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  wh i l e  you w e r e  
i n  Vietnam? 

A. Other  t h a n  what I a l r e a d y  t o l d  you. And t h a t  d i d  
n o t  f a l l  i n t o  p l a c e  u n t i l  I s t a r t e d  r ead ing  about  it i n  t h e  
papers  and t h e n  making t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n .  The name My Lai  d i d  
n o t  s t r i k e  m e ,  b u t  Son My Va l l ey ,  a long  wi th  Quang.Ngai.  You s t a r t  
p u t t i n g  t h a t  i n  c o n t e x t ,  and one day they  mentioned something 
about a  h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t  who had landed and saved  some c h i l d -  
ren.  This  was t h e  pub l i shed  v e r s i o n  anyway. That  i s  t h e  on ly  
way it f e l l  i n t o  c o n t e x t .  

Q. Do you recal l  anyth ing  about  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  by 
anyone concerning any of  t h e  i n c i d e n t s  i n  which you can re-
c a l l  s p o r a d i c  s h o o t i n g  of  c i v i l i a n s ,  su spec t ed  c i v i l i a n s ?  

A. Y e s ,  b u t  t h e s e  were d e f i n i t e  -- and I found o u t  
from t h e  America1 p s y c h i a t r i s t .  Even a t  Duc Pho, t h e r e  were 
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one o r  two people  t h a t  went o u t  and s h o t  a couple  of  c i v i l i a n s .  
H e  w a s  t r i e d  f o r  murder and he t o l d  m e  about  -- I d o n ' t  know 
i f  t hey  w e r e  s p e c i f i c a l l y  i n  t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade,  he  would p e r i -  
o d i c a l l y  have t o  go t o  Saigon o r  some p l a c e  t o  do an evalua-  
t i o n  of  them because they  w e r e  be ing  t r i e d  f o r  murder of ci-
v i l i a n s  and t h e r e  were a number of  people  t r i e d  f o r  t h e  spe- 
c i f i c  i n c i d e n t s .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  i n  your  d i s c u s s i o n s  w i t h  your  f r i e n d s  
w i t h i n  t h e  medical  l i n e ,  o r  any o t h e r  l i n e  f o r  t h a t  m a t t e r ,  
any i n v e s t i g a t i o n  concerning a r e l a t i v e l y  l a r g e  number, more 
than  one o r  two, noncombatants, concerning any l a r g e  groups? 

A. No. 

Q. Did you e v e r  h e a r  of  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  be ing  made 
s p e c i f i c a l l y  of My L a i  ( 4 )  o r  t h e  i n c i d e n t  of  mid-March 1968? 

A. No. I do know of one i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  n o t  of My Lai .  
This  i s  something t h a t  j u s t  came back and I cannot  remember. 
I t  was above Quang Ngai. I d o n ' t  know i f  t h e r e  w e r e  a couple  
of people  i n  o u r  Sharks  o r  i n  t h e  S l i c k  p l a toon .  They took 
heavy f i r e  and f i r e d  back a t  whoever w a s  f i r i n g  a t  them. 
There w e r e  a couple  m i l i t a r y  obse rve r s  on t h e  h i l l  who cla imed 
t h a t  t h e  gunsh ips  were f i r i n g  i n t o  groups of c i v i l i a n s .  A s  
f a r  a s  I know, I looked i n t o  t h i s  f a i r l y  e x t e n s i v e l y  t h e n ,  
and I t a l k e d  t o  a l l  of t h e  people  involved .  I know t h e  people  
were even grounded f o r  a cons ide rab le  p e r i o d  of  t i m e ,  a t  
l e a s t  i n  my op in ion ,  whatever t h a t  i s  worth.  I t r i e d  t o  g e t  
a s  much in fo rma t ion  a s  I could ,  b u t  I c a n ' t  remember t h e  
e x a c t  outcome of  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  I t h i n k  t h e y  were com-
p l e t e l y  c l e a r e d  of  it. They were c o r r e c t  i n  f i r i n g  back and 
they  were t a k i n g  heavy f i r e  and t h e r e  was no doubt about t h a t .  

Q. Did you t a k e  cons ide rab le  p r i d e  i n  b e i n g  a member 
of t h e  174th?  

A. Y e s .  

Q- Did you e v e r  have t o  v e r b a l l y  defend t h e  174? 
Did you e v e r  h e a r  any rumors o r  c r i t i c i s m  of t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  
of t h e  174th?  
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A. Not r e a l l y .  

Q. Did anyone e v e r ,  t h a t  you can recal l ,  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  
t h e  Sharks w e r e  " k i l l e r s " ?  

A. Not i n  t h e  s ense  of  murder. Pending on your  de f -  
i n i t i o n  of  murder, b u t  a  murder of c i v i l i a n s ?  

Q- Did you e v e r  h e a r  them be ing  accused of  t h i s ?  

A. Except f o r  t h i s  one i n c i d e n t  where t h e r e  w a s  an 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

Q. Then t h e  i m p l i c a t i o n  you g o t  from your f r i e n d  ou t -  
s i d e  of t h e  u n i t  w a s  n o t  one t h a t  t h e  Sharks w e r e ,  i n  f a c t .  
o r  could have been,  k i l l e r s  of  c i v i l i a n s  o r  something i n  t h a t  
l i n e ?  

A .  No. 

Q. Doctor,  p a r t  o f  o u r  problem h e r e  i s  t r y i n g  t o  es-
t a b l i s h  what occu r red  a t  My La i  ( 4 ) ,  s p e c i f i c a l l y .  W e  have 
reason  t o  b e l i e v e ,  and p rev ious  tes t imony i n d i c a t e s ,  t h a t  ar-
t i l l e r y  w a s  involved  i n  t h e  My Lai  ( 4 )  o p e r a t i o n s .  Ground 
f o r c e s  were involved  i n  t h e  My La i  ( 4 )  o p e r a t i o n .  The 173d 
aero-scouts  were involved  and t h e  174 th ,  bo th  s l i c k s  and gun- 
s h i p s  were involved.  There were a l o t  of people  involved  and 
it has  been a long t i m e  ago. Yet,  b e f o r e  General  PEERS can 
determine whether  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was conducted,  o r  i f  one 
was conducted whether  it was adequa te ,  o r  whether  t h e r e  w a s  
any a t t empt  t o  suppres s  o r  coverup in fo rma t ion ,  it i s  neces-
s a r y  t o  s o r t  o u t  what d i d  happen t h a t  day w i t h  a l l  of  t h e  
people  i nvo lved ,  and t o  t r y  t o  p u t  t h e  p i e c e s  o f  t h i s  puzz l e  
t o g e t h e r .  W e  have reason  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  c e r t a i n  t h i n g s  oc-
c u r r e d  a t  My La i .  People t h a t  I have named have been i n -  
volved i n  a c t i o n s  t h a t  were n o t  p rope r  from any s t anda rd .  W e  
know t h e  Sharks were t h e r e ,  and w e  know t h a t  t h e  174th  s l i c k s  
w e r e  t h e r e .  W e  have c e r t a i n  documents and l o g s  and j o u r n a l s ,  
and a l l  have been e n t e r e d  i n t o  ev idence ,  t h a t  i n d i c a t e  t hey  
p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  some l a r g e  measure. 

A. Y e s .  
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Q. There i s  some reason  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  Sharks  
were q u i t e  a c t i v e l y  engaged i n  t h e  morning of 16 March and I 
would l i k e  t o  ask  you if you can a t  a l l  r e c a l l ,  from t h e  dep ths  
of your memory, any th ing  t h a t  cou ld  a s s i s t  us t o  determine how 
much they  w e r e  involved  t h a t  morning o r  i f  you hea rd  any rumors. 
From what you t o l d  u s ,  you k e p t  up wi th  what was going on a s  
a good f l i g h t  surgeon would, and w e  would l i k e  t o  know what 
they  d i d  do t h a t  morning, s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  o r  whatever  p a r t  t h e y  
played a t  My L a i  ( 4 ) .  

A. I wish I could g i v e  you more in fo rma t ion .  AS 1 
s a y ,  a s  much a s  p o s s i b l e ,  a t  l e a s t  when I was t h e r e ,  I t r i e d  
t o  keep up wi th  o p e r a t i o n s  even though I would n o t  remember 
s p e c i f i c  names o f  o p e r a t i o n s  o r  look on t h e  map and s e e  where 
they  w e r e  go ing  and t h i n g s  l i k e  t h i s .  I know t h a t  our  company 
suppor ted  t h e  l l t h  Brigade,  a t  l e a s t  w i t h  t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n  I 
mentioned b e f o r e ,  and be ing  i n  suppor t  o f  t h e  l l t h  Brigade,  I 
assume t h e y  went on a  combat a s s a u l t .  

Q o  
 Task Force Barker w a s  t h e  u n i t  be ing  suppor ted .  

A. I found o u t  a  l i t t l e  wh i l e  ago t h a t  o u r  company 
was invo lved  i n  t h a t .  Sometimes t h e  companies from Chu La i  
would come down and a i d  a l s o .  But s p e c i f i c a l l y  be ing  invo lved  
i n  My La i  and h e a r i n g  any s c u t t l e b u t t  t h a t  I can r e a l l y  r e -  
member w i thou t  be ing  t h e r e ,  rumors of some combat s i t u a t i o n  
wi th  t h e  s l a u g h t e r  of c i v i l i a n s  a t  l e a s t  i n  t h e  p r o p o r t i o n  
a l l e d g e d ,  o r  I d o n ' t  mean i n  p r o p o r t i o n ,  t h e  s l a u g h t e r  of c i -
v i l i a n s  p e r i o d ,  I cannot  remember a  s i n g l e  t h i n g .  I have ac tu -
a l l y  been t r y i n g .  

Q. You have j u s t  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  you j u s t  heard  about  
it. 


A. This  w a s  sometime l a t e r .  

Q. Have you and he t a l k e d  about  it s i n c e ?  

A. No, I have no i d e a  where he i s  o r  what he i s  do ing
and I d i d  n o t  see him t h a t  o f t e n .  I maybe saw him s i x  o r  e i g h t  
t i m e s  t h e  whole t i m e  I was t h e r e .  
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Q. I t h i n k  ano the r  reason  w e  have asked you t o  come 
i n  i s  because you a r e  a doc to r .  A doc to r  t o o  i s  a c u t  above 
t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  gunship p i l o t s ,  from most o t h e r  people  per-  
haps.  Your f e e l i n g s ,  your  op in ion  of t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  of t h e  
Sharks s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  t h e  Shark gunship,  i s  impor t an t  a s  t o  
what type  of a u n i t  t h e y  were. Would they  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  any-
t h i n g  t h a t  w a s  n o t  p rope r  i n  any c o n t e x t ?  I know I a m  a s k i n g  
you t o  s e p a r a t e  y o u r s e l f  from l o y a l t y  t o  your  u n i t  and what 
appa ren t ly  was a good t o u r  f o r  you and a good a s s o c i a t i o n ,  b u t  
i t ' s  impor tan t  t o  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and t o  what we a r e  at-
tempting t o  do,  t o  m e ,  i t ' s  a l o t  more impor t an t  t h a n  l o y a l t y  
t o  a s p e c i f i c  u n i t ,  t h a t  we g e t  a f e e l  f o r  t h o s e  Sharks .  

A .  I s t i l l  t h i n k  t h e y  were an e x c e l l e n t  gunship ou t -  
f i t ,  probably one of  t h e  b e t t e r  ones t h a t  I knew of  anywhere 
i n  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  o r  even i n  t h e  Arnerical. There were a l o t  o f  
good ones ,  and t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  changed numerous t i m e s ,  s o  t h a t  
I cannot  make a s p e c i f i c  a s s o c i a t i o n .  I t  would have t o  be a 
Shark Leader ,  and I cannot  t h i n k  of who. The gunship people  
a r e  a c u t  above, b u t  I r e a l l y  cannot  say  t h e y  would a c t i v e l y  
p a r t i c i p a t e .  They may have wi thou t  my knowledge. 

Q. I a m  n o t  t r y i n g  t o  t r a p  you,  o r  p u t  words i n  your  
mouth. I am t r y i n g  t o  g e t  a f e e l  f o r  them, r a t h e r  t h a n  com-
pa re  them w i t h  o t h e r  gun u n i t s .  J u s t  from a h igh  l e v e l  look- 
i n g  a t  t h i s  s m a l l  group of people  w i thou t  r e l a t i o n  t o  o t h e r s .  
I guess t h a t ' s  what it r e a l l y  b o i l s  down t o .  Would t h e y  o r  
could they  a t  anytime engage c i v i l i a n s  and s l a u g h t e r  them i n  
any numbers o r  even one ,  j u s t  f o r  t h e  fun  of  it pe rhaps ,  o r  
j u s t  because they  t h i n k  it may be c o r r e c t  under  t h e  circum- 
s t a n c e s  t h a t  t hey  found themselves  i n ?  

A. I would have t o  s ay ,  probably 
m a t t e r  who you had you s a i d  "would o r  co
b i l i t y  w i t h  anybody. 

no. 
u ld . "  

But 
I t '

I ' m  
s a 

s u r e  no 
poss i -

Q. I a m  a sk ing  f o r  your  op in ion .  

A. A s  f o r  knowing t h e y  were s l a u g h t e r i n g  a l a r g e  mass 
of people ,  women, c h i l d r e n ,  I would say  no,  b u t  it I s  s t i l l  pos-
s i b l e .  However, I d i d  n o t  know our  company w a s  a c t u a l l y  t h e r e  
a t  t h e  t i m e .  
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MR WALSH: Doctor,  d i d  you e v e r  h e a r  any s c u t t l e b u t t  o r  .any 
conve r sa t ion  about  any of t h e  Sharks n o t  paying t o o  much a t t e n -
t i o n  t o  whether somebody running down t h e r e  was armed, b u t  on 
occasion t a k i n g  people  under f i r e  wi thout  t o o  much concern about  
whether t hey  were a c t u a l l y  VC o r  n o t ?  

A. I c a n ' t  remember any s p e c i f i c  i n s t a n c e s  where t h e r e  
w a s  no q u e s t i o n  a t  a l l .  I ' m  s u r e  t h e r e  were a number of i n c i -
den t s  where t h e r e  was a  q u e s t i o n  whether somebody could  be a 
VC o r  n o t .  I d o n ' t  know whether t hey  would t a k e  them under 
f i r e .  

Q- W a s  t h e r e  e v e r  an i n c i d e n t  when you w e r e  t h e r e  t h a t  
t h e  commander cau t ioned  t h e  gunship t o  be c a r e f u l ,  o r  more ca re -
f u l ,  a t  opening f i r e  on people?  

A.  On a  number of occas ions .  A l o t  of  t i m e s ,  i n  t h e  
o r d e r s  t h e r e  would be a s p e c i f i c  mandate t h a t  would come a l l  
t h e  way down from C G ,  USARV t o  be more c a r e f u l .  Maybe from 
b a t t a l i o n .  Something would happen w i t h  one of  t h e  o t h e r  com-
panies ;  somebody would be engaged t h a t  would be q u e s t i o n a b l e ,  
they would q u e s t i o n  t h e  s p e c i f i c  i n c i d e n t  as I a l r e a d y  men- 
t i oned .  A s  f a r  as I know, Major WHEAT cau t ioned  them then ,  
and a f t e r  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of t h i s  one o t h e r  i n c i d e n t .  There 
were numerous t i m e s  t h a t  everybody w a s  warned o r  cau t ioned  
about who t o  open f i r e  on,  because ove r  t h e r e ,  i t ' s  a s  every-
body knows, w e ' r e  n o t  s u r e  who i s  who. 

Q- Was it your  impress ion t h a t  t h e s e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  and 
warning about  engaging were very c a r e f u l l y  s t r e s s e d  by v a r i o u s  
commanders of  t h e  174th  wh i l e  you w e r e  t h e r e ?  

A. I t h i n k  s o ,  a t  l e a s t  ove r  t h e  p e r i o d  of  t h e  en-
t i r e  year .  

Q- What w a s  your impress ion of Major GIBSON? 

A. H e  was a good commander. H e  probably had more o f  
a f e e l  f o r  t h e  e n t i r e  s i t u a t i o n  t h a n  any of them t h a t  I saw. 
He was n o t  ex t remely  a "go by t h e  r u l e  book" man, a s  f a r  as 
being a  p e r f e c t i o n i s t  i n  some ways, as a couple  of  t h e  o t h e r  
Commanders. This  does n o t  mean t h a t  he w a s  b r eak ing  a l l  o f  
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w i l d  games go ing ,  and i n  f a c t  a couple  t imes  I would g e t  i n t o  
t h e  meeting and c a u t i o n  t h e  e n t i r e  company. They were s t a y i n g  
up t o o  l a t e ,  and I was a f r a i d .  Sometimes they  would have 
games going i n t o  t h e  w e e  hours  i n  t h e  morning and then  p i l o t s  
would be f l y i n g .  This  was t h e  con tex t  i n  which I would be  
cau t ion ing .  H e  w a s n ' t  engaging wi th  t h e  e n l i s t e d  men. H e  w a s  
more one who would d e l e g a t e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  and he would u s u a l l y  
d e l e g a t e  it t o  r e s p o n s i b l e  people .  He expec ted  it t o  be done, 
which I t h i n k  i s  a good t h i n g  t o  do i n s t e a d  of t r y i n g  t o  run 
every  p o s s i b l e  a s p e c t  by y o u r s e l f .  I t h i n k  he w a s  extremely 
good i n  t h i s  a spec t .  H e  w a s  n o t  n i t - p i c k i n g  whether somebody 
w a s  shaved 0500 i n  t h e  morning, when ou r  g e n e r a t o r s  were o u t ,  
w i thou t  any l i g h t  and s t i l l  dark and n o t  be ing  a b l e  t o  see. 
I t h i n k  t h i s  w a s  a q u e s t i o n  of t h e  commander's r a p p o r t  and 
r e s p e c t  i n  t h i s  a s p e c t  f o r  t h e  men. I t h i n k  he was t h e  b e s t  
commander t h a t  w e  had wh i l e  he was t h e r e .  

Q- Do you t h i n k  as a r e s u l t  of  h i s  method of opera- 
t i o n  t h a t  h e  w a s  n o t ,  would n o t  have been c l o s e l y  i n  touch w i t h  
t h e  d e t a i l s  of  what was going on i n  t h e  u n i t  i t s e l f  as some o f  
t h e  o t h e r  commanders t h a t  w e r e  t h e r e ?  

A. No. H e  was aware of j u s t  about  e v e r y t h i n g  major 
t h a t  w a s  going on ,  b u t  eve ry  l i t t l e  d e t a i l .  He expec ted  
people  t h a t  he p u t  i n  charge t o  be r e s p o n s i b l e  and t o  t a k e  
c a r e  of  t h i n g s .  When he came i n  and reprimanded somebody, 
t hey  r e s p e c t e d  it more from him and he would d e f i n i t e l y  rep-  
rimand people .  With t h e  o t h e r  commanders, i t  w a s  a d i f f e r e n t  
k ind  of f e a r  t h a t  t h e y  i n s t i l l e d .  

MR WEST: Going back t o  something,  D r .  SCHOOLFIELD. W e  were 
t o l d  i n  t es t imony by a number of infantryman t h a t  ope ra t ed  i n  
My La i  ( 4 )  on 16 March, 1968, t h a t  t h e y  b e l i e v e  t h a t  i f  they  
t o l d  a Vietnamese c i v i l i a n  t h e y  saw t o  h a l t ,  t h a t  i f  they  r a n  
t h a t  t hey  were a u t h o r i z e d  t o  shoot .  I n  o t h e r  words, any 
c i v i l i a n  i n  VC c o n t r o l l e d  t e r r i t o r y  who evaded,  who would n o t  
respond t o  o r d e r s  t o  s t o p ,  t h e y  could  shoo t  them and k i l l  them. 
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Now, I wondered i f  t h e  Sharks o p e r a t e d  t h e  same way. I 5  t h e y  
f lew over  c i v i l i a n s ,  obvious  c i v i l i a n s ,  from t h e i r  d r e s s ,  and 
they  were running ,  a p p a r e n t l y  a t t empt ing  t o  evade,  was t h e  r u l e  
they  could t a k e  them under f i r e .  Do you know t h i s ?  

A. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  it was a r u l e ,  no. 

Q- A r u l e  o r  p r a c t i c e ?  Understanding now, w e  are 
t a l k i n g  about  VC c o n t r o l l e d  t e r r i t o r y ,  where t h e  popu la t ion  
i s  under s u s p i c i o n  o f  be ing  VC o r  VC sympath izers .  The gun- 
s h i p s  a r e  moving a long  and below t h e  p i l o t ,  t h e  gunners see 
Vietnamese peop le ,  c i v i l i a n s  running i n  b l ack  pa  j  amrnas. Would 
they  be a u t h o r i z e d  under t h e  r u l e s  of  engagement t o  t a k e  them 
under f i r e ?  

A. I c a n ' t  s ay  t h e r e  was a  w r i t t e n  r u l e ,  b u t  where it 
w a s  a f r e e - f i r e  t e r r i t o r y ,  it was a u t h o r i z e d  and it was done 
sometimes by t h e  Sharks .  I n  c a s e s  where it would be  very sus-
p i c i o u s  and a l o t  of  them, I know they  would. 

Q- Some may have shaved t h e  r u l e  c l o s e r  t h a n  o t h e r s ?  

A. Yes, and I a m  i n  no p o s i t i o n  t o  t a k e  s i d e s .  

Q- A f a s t  moving gunship t o  d i s c r i m i n a t e  t a r g e t s  
when t h e  infantrymen on t h e  ground can s e e  much more c l e a r l y  
and have more t i m e  t o  judge and make s u r e  of a t a r g e t ?  

A. I imagine,  even t h e  h e i g h t  a t  which they  a r e  f l y i n g ,  
a l o t  of t i m e s  t hey  do low-level  recon.  I f  t h e y  w e r e ,  t hey  
could probably s e e  t h e  c i v i l i a n  b e t t e r  t han  t h e  ground t r o o p s .  
I d o n ' t  t h i n k  i n  e i t h e r  i n s t a n c e ,  t h e  ground t r o o p s  o r  i n  t h e  
h e l i c o p t e r ,  you can always t e l l  who i s  what; whether  t hey  have 
something more than  t h e i r  pajamas i n  t h e  b a s k e t s ,  i f  t hey  
c a r r y  a l o a d  of  mor t a r s  o r  what. 

Q. T e l l  m e  t h i s .  A s  I unders tand i t ,  t a r g e t  --
A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I f  it w a s  i n  VC t e r r i t o r y  and i f  he  
w a s  i n  a VC uniform o r  c a r r y i n g  a weapon, t hey  probably would 
engage them, 
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Q. I unders tand  t h i s  i s  j u s t  g e n e r a l .  Ac tua l ly ,  w e  
are t r y i n g  t o  account  f o r  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  a number of Vietnamese 
c i v i l i a n s  w e r e  k i l l e d  on t h e  morning o f  16 March 1968, and i n  
t h e  v i c i n i t y  of My La i  ( 4 )  b u t  a t  such a d i s t a n c e  from t h e  
v i l l a g e  t h a t  it was probably caused by n e i t h e r  a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  
nor smal l  arms from t h e  i n f a n t r y .  

A. It w a s  j u s t  today t h a t  I found o u t  t h a t  t h e  Sharks 
and our  s h i p s  were t h e r e  and involved  i n  My Lai  ( 4 )  a t  a l l .  
If they  were f l y i n g  i n  suppor t  of a combat a s s u a l t  many t imes 
they  a r e  c a l l e d  i n  on s p e c i f i c  t a r g e t s .  I a m  s u r e  i f  i t ' s  a 
l i t t l e  t i n y  k i d  o r  something obvious  t h e y  probably wouldn ' t  
go i n  s u p p o r t ,  a t  l e a s t  t h i s  i s  my impress ion of them. But 
many t i m e s  t hey  a r e  j u s t  i n  suppor t  a f t e r  t h e  a s s u a l t  i s  
done. They u s u a l l y  s t a y  a t  a f a i r l y  good h e i g h t  u n t i l  t h e y  
are asked f o r ,  o r  a r e  c a l l e d  i n  f o r  s u p p o r t ,  and i f  anyone 
says  t h e r e  are some VC evading --

Q - They a r e  a  formal  t a r g e t ?  

A. They a r e  i n  suppor t .  I suppose i t ' s  t h e i r  job 
t o  go i n ,  I d o n ' t  know if t h i s  w a s  t h e  c i rcumstance o r  n o t .  

LTC PATTERSON: J u s t  one f i n a l  t h i n g ,  s i r .  You mentioned M r .  
Gary CLARK? 

A. Y e s .  

Q- Was h i s  name Gary o r  Lar ry  o r  Joseph? 

A. I ' m  p r e t t y  s u r e  it was Gary. I asked one of  t h e  
c a p t a i n s  w a i t i n g  o u t  h e r e  t o  come i n .  I was a sk ing  him and I 
w a s  t r y i n g  t o  remember h i s  name, a s  soon a s  he s a i d  CLARK, be-
cause I ' m  p r e t t y  s u r e  h i s  name i s  Gary, and t h e  d e s c r i p t i o n  
f i t s ,  too.  

Q- You are t a l k i n g  about  somebody o u t  he re?  

A. Y e s .  

Q. Who was t h a t  you were t a l k i n g  t o ?  

A. Captain  STAFFA, someone e l s e  ready t o  come i n .  
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Q Was M r .  CLARK t h e r e  f o r  t h e  approximate same.. t o u r  
t h a t  you were t h e r e ,  from October t o  October? 

A. I donDt know when h i s  DEROS w a s .  

Q How d i d  you s t r i k e  up an acqua in tance  w i t h  him? 

A. A s  I mentioned b e f o r e ,  t h a t  may have been b e f o r e  
he w a s  i n  t h e  123d, o r  it may have been whi le  he was i n  it. 
W e  would exchange p i l o t s  and sometimes he would be  down for a 
n i g h t  o r  two. He p l ayed  a f a f r l y  good g u i t a r  and I had a 
mus ica l  i n s t rumen t  and o c c a s i o n a l l y  he would run i n  and 
t a l k .  We were j u s t  good f r i e n d s .  

Q a The reason  t h a t  I ' m  a sk ing ,  t h e r e  i s  a war ran t  
o f f i c e r ,  Joseph E. CLARK, t h a t  w a s  a s s igned  t o  Company B,  
123d A v n  Bn, i n  March, 1 9 6 8 ,  and t h a t  i s  t h e  on ly- CLARK t h a t  
i s  on t h e  r o s t e r .  I wanted t o  t r y  t o  g e t  your  f r i e n d ' s  des-
c r i p t i o n  down a l i t t l e  b i t  t o  s e e  i f  w e  cou ld  t a l k  t a  him. 

A. I could .  T a l l ,  f a i r l y  t a l l ,  b londe.  He w a s  
from C a l i f o r n i a ,  San Franc i sco ,  I t h i n k .  

8 You t h i n k  h i s  f i r s t  name wa.s Gary then?  

A. I t h i n k  so. 

MR WST: Doctor, thank you very  much f ~ rcoming and w e  
g r e a t l y  a p p r e c i a t e  it and you have been ve ry  h e l p f u l  t o  u s .  

(The h e a r i ~ ~ gw a s  r e c e s s e d  a t  1118 hour s ,  1 3  
January  1978, ) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 


WITNESS: SOMERVILLE, George D .  

DATE O F  TESTIMONY : 6 J a n u a r y  1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: MACV H e a d q u a r t e r s ,  Repub l i c  o f  Vietnam. 

COUNSEL : None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: S e r v i c e  P l a t o o n  L e a d e r ,  
174 th  A s s a u l t  H e l i c o p t e r  Company. 

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  h e  w a s  t o t a l l y  i g n o r a n t  o f  
t h e  i n c i d e n t  a t  My L a i  (pg .  7 ) .  H e  added t h a t  he  had n e v e r  
spoken t o  anyone c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  16 March o p e r a t i o n ,  n o r  
had h e  h e a r d  any rumors a b o u t  i t  (pg .  7 )  . H e  n o t e d  t h a t  
he  was busy w i t h  main tenance  work d u r i n g  t h e  b r i e f i n g s  and 
was g e n e r a l l y  excused  from them s o  he  would n o t  have known 
of  any comments by Major GIBSON, t h e  commanding o f f i c e r  
( ~ g .  8) . 
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(The hea r ing  reconvened a t  1325 hour s ,  6 January 
1970.) 

I0: The hea r ing  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR: The fo l lowing  persons  a r e  p r e s e n t :  LTG PEERS, 
MR MACCRATE, MR WALSH, and CDR DAVIS.  

The n e x t  w i tnes s  is M r .  George D. SOMMERVILLE. 

(MR SOMMERVILLE was c a l l e d  as a  w i t n e s s ,  was sworn 
and t e s t i f i e d  as fo l lows  :) 

M r .  SOMMERVILLE, w i l l  you s t a t e  your f u l l  name, g rade ,  
S o c i a l  S e c u r i t y  number, branch of  s e r v i c e ,  o r g a n i z a t i o n  and 
s t a t i o n ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. My name is  George Douglas SOMMERVILLE, 
I ' m  a CW2, S o c i a l  S e c u r i t y  number . I ' m  an a v i -
a t i o n  war ran t  en r o u t e  t o  t h e  268th Combat Avia t ion  B a t t a l i o n  
a t  'Phu Kiep. 

RCDR: Thank you. 

I0: M r .  SOMMERVILLE, b e f o r e  w e  proceed w i t h  any of  t h e  
q u e s t i o n s  I s h a l l  inform you o f  c e r t a i n  m a t t e r s ,  This  inves-  
t i g a t i o n  w a s  d i r e c t e d  j o i n t l y  by t h e  S e c r e t a r y  of t h e  Army and 
by the Chief of  S t a f f  of t h e  United S t a t e s  Army f o r  t h e  pur- 
pose of de te rmin ing  f a c t s  and making f i n d i n g s  and recommenda- 
t i o n s  concerning two m a t t e r s :  

(1) t h e  adequacy of  p r i o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  and 
i n q u i r i e s  i n t o ,  and subsequent  reviews and r e p o r t s  w i t h i n  t h e  
cha in  of command of  what is now commonly r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  t h e  My 
L a i . i n c i d e n t  of 16 March 1968, and 

( 2 )  t h e  p o s s i b l e  suppress ion  o r  wi thhold ing  
of in fo rma t ion  by any person who had a du ty  t o  r e p o r t  and t o  
f u r n i s h  in fo rma t ion  concerning t h i s  i n c i d e n t .  

This  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  is  n o t  be ing  conducted t o  i n -  
v e s t i g a t e  a l l  of t h e  f a c t s  and c i rcumstances  surrounding t h e  
My La i  i n c i d e n t .  I t  is  d i r e c t e d  a t  t h o s e  two s p e c i f i c  purposes 
which I have j u s t  mentioned. Do you have any q u e s t i o n s  con-
ce rn ing  t h o s e  two p o i n t s ?  

A. No, sir. 
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Q. I have had made a v a i l a b l e  t o  me and have reviewed 
p r i o r  o f f i c i a l  s ta tements  obta ined  i n  o t h e r  o f f i c i a l  i n v e s t i -  
ga t ions  of t h e  My Lai i n c i d e n t .  To t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge 
I had no t  seen  any testimony which you may have given i n  any 
of the  previous i n v e s t i g a t i o n s ,  e i t h e r  by the  Of f i ce  of t h e  
Provost Marshal General o r  by t h e  Of f i ce  of t h e  Inspector  
General. 

A. No s ir ,  I have spoken t o  no one about it. 

&. Your testimony today w i l l  be taken under oa th .  A 
verbatum t r a n s c r i p t  w i l l  be prepared.  A t ape  recording  i s  
being made i n  add i t ion  t o  t h e  verbat im notes  which a r e  being 
taken by t h e  r e p o r t e r .  Although t h e  genera l  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  
of t h e  r e p o r t  w i l l  be c o n f i d e n t i a l ,  i t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h e  
testimony o r  a t  l e a s t  p a r t s  of i t  may a t  a l a t e r  d a t e  become 
a ma t t e r  of pub l i c  knowledge. 

Aside from myself ,  t h e r e  a r e  a couple of o t h e r  
people i n  t h i s  room who may d i r e c t  ques t ions  t o  you. On my 
l e f t  i s  M r .  J%lCCRATE, who i s  a c i v i l i a n  lawyer. He has  vo- 
lunteered  h i s  s e r v i c e s  t o  t h e  Sec re ta ry  of t h e  Army t o  a s s i s t  
me and t o  provide l e g a l  counsel t o  me. On my r i g h t  i s  M r .  
WALSH who i s  i n  t h e  same capac i ty  a s  M r .  MACCRATE, having 
volunteered h i s  s e r v i c e s  t o  a s s i s t  and provide l e g a l  counsel.  

There a r e  s e v e r a l  o t h e r  people connected wi th  t h e  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  However, when t h e  f i n a l  r e p o r t  i s  prepared it 
w i l l  be my r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  weigh t h e  evidence t o  make t h e  
f indings  and recommendations. You a r e  ordered n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  
your testimony i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  wi th  o t h e r s ,  inc lud ing  
o t h e r  wi tnesses  i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  except i n  t h e  performance 
of o f f i c i a l  duty o r  a s  you may be requi red  t o  do s o  before  
a competent j u d i c i a l ,  l e g i s l a t i v e ,  o r  admin i s t r a t ive  body. 

Have you been contac ted  i n  any way by t h e  m i l i t a r y  
judge i n  the  court-mart ia l  case of United S t a t e s  v. Calley? 

A.  No, sir. 

Q. I n  the  even t  you a r e  contacted i n  t h a t  regard ,  
what you say h e r e  and your appearance he re  today w i l l  i n  no 
way change t h e  a p p l i c a b i l i t y  of  t h a t  o rde r .  Do you have any 
ques t ions  now concerning anything I have s a i d ?  

A. No, sir. 
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Q What was your duty assignment on 16 March 1968? 

A. I was Service  Platoon l e a d e r  f o r  t h e  174th Assaul t  
Hel icopter  Company a t  Duc Pho. 

Q What i s  a Service  Platoon l e a d e r ?  

A. A i r c r a f t  maintenance, sir. Organizat ional  rnain-
tenance on t h e  UH-1 a i r c r a f t  assigned t o  t h a t  company. 
, . 

Q. You were n o t  i n  a f l y i n g  s t a t u s ?  

. A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  I was i n  f l y i n g  s t a t u s ,  b u t  most of my 
f l y i n g  was t e s t  f l i g h t s  o r  maintenance recovery.  

Q 
a l l y ?  

On t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  day, were you f l y i n g  operat ion-

A. S i r ,  I couldn ' t  ' t e l l  you. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  Right 
around, I b e l i e v e ,  t h e  t h i r d  week i n  March I was on R&R,  sir. 
I c a n ' t  g ive  you t h e  exac t  da tes .  I was completely unprepared 
f o r  t h i s .  I h a d n ' t  even assoc ia ted  myself w i t h  t h e  i n c i d e n t  
a t  a l l .  About t h e  middle of March I went on R&R. 

a - Where d i d  you go? 

A. Hawaii, sir.  I met my wi fe .  

Q - How long had you been wi th  t h e  Se rv ice  Platoon? 

A. S ince  I ' d  go t t en  i n  country about 10 June 1967. 

Q. And how long d i d  you s t a y  t h e r e ?  

U n t i l  I l e f t  country about t h e  same d a t e  i n  June 

Q Do you have any way 6f immediately checking on t h e  
da tes  you were on R&R? 

A. I d o n ' t  th ink  I have anything i n  m y  record.  My
record i s  down i n  t h e  IG o f f i c e .  I had a l l  my 2 0 1  f i l e  and 
everything.  

&. Do you have any s p e c i f i c  r e c o l l e c t i o n  of when you 
went and t h e  arrangements you made f o r  meeting your  wife  and 
the time and s o  on? 
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A .  I j u s t  c a n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  d a t e ,  s ir .  I b e l i e v e  it 
was t h e  t h i r d  week. I ' m  almost p o s i t i v e  I was t h e r e  t h e  t h i r d  
week i n  March. 

Q 'That would have p u t  i t  somewhere around t h e  15th ,  
20th,  25th? 

A. Somewhere i n  t h a t  v i c i n i t y ,  sir.  

Q Who was your p la toon l e a d e r ?  

A .  Well, I had t h e  Service  Platoon and I was working 
under t h e  D S  detachment t h e r e .  A t  t h a t  time it would e i t h e r  
have been Captain GOLF (phonet ic)  o r  Captain CAYTON. I b e l i e v e  
Captain GOLF was s t i l l  t h e r e  a t  t h a t  time? 

Q. And your company commander? 

A. The company commander then ,  I b e l i e v e ,  was Major 
GIBSON.  I ' m  almost p o s i t i v e  Major WHEAT had l e f t  by then.  

Q - Are you. f a m i l i a r  wi th  t h e  a r e a  of Son My v i l l a g e  
t o  t h e  nor theas t  of Quang Ngai? 

A.  S i r ,  t o  name a v i l l a g e ,  t o  j u s t  c a l l  any of  these  
l i t t l e  v i l l a g e s  o f f  by name, no, sir .  We worked mostly by 
coordina tes .  There was j u s t  s o  many of them and t h e i r  names 
were s o  c lose  toge the r .  I d i d n ' t  f l y  o p e r a t i o n a l l y  t h a t  much. 
I flew mostly your l a r g e r ,  easy-to-pick-out v i l l a g e s  and 
worked from t h e r e .  

Q Did you f l y  a s  p a r t  of a combat a s s u a l t ?  

A .  When I f i r s t  got  i n  country I d i d ,  sir. 

Q I ' m  t a l k i n g  about t h e  March t ime per iod?  

A. No, s i r ,  s t r i c t l y  maintenance then. I be l i eve  i n  
May, it would have been May, they  were s h o r t  of p i l o t s  i n  t h e  
gun platoon. I flew with them one morning. I b e l i e v e  it was 
i n  t h e  March time period.  

Q. Well, l e t  me go over  t h i s  wi th  you very b r i e f l y
and descr ibe  it t o  you and s e e  i f  by chance this w i l l  c a l l  t o  
mind anything i n  which you may have been involved. 

( I0  exp la ins  opera t ion  on an a v a i l a b l e  map which 
was not  received i n  evidence.  ) 
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Looking a t  t h i s  map, Quang Ngai C i ty  i s  j u s t  south  
he re  of  t h e  Song Tra Khuc. This  i s  t h e  e a s t e r n  end of Son 
Tinh D i s t r i c t .  Generally t h i s  is  t h e  a r e a  of Son My v i l l a g e .  

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q s  On t h i s  d a t e  C/1/20 was a i r - a s s u l t e d  t o  the  w e s t  
of t h i s  v i l l a g e  r e f e r r e d  t o  as My Lai ( 4 ) .  They proceeded 
through t h e  v i l l a g e  and l a t e r  on t h a t  a f te rnoon they laagered 
i n  t h i s  genera l  a r e a  he re .  B/4/3 was subsequent ly a i r - a s sau l t ed  
i n t o  an LZ i n  t h i s  a rea .  They moved nor th  and they  laagered 
wi th  Char l i e  Company i n  t h i s  a rea .  Now does t h a t  c a l l  any-
th ing  t o  mind? There were two guns and n ine  s l i c k s  from t h e  
174th Aviation t h a t  were used i n  these  a i r - a s s a u l t s .  Here 
is  H i l l  85 ,  a  very prominent t e r r a i n  f e a t u r e  e a s t  nor theas t  
of Quang Ngai C i ty  and j u s t  n o r t h  of t h e  Song Tra Khuc. 

A .  Yes, s i r ,  I know t h e  h i l l  from f l y i n g  up and down 
the coas t .  J u s t  l i k e  you say it i s  prominent. S i r ,  I was 
on a l i f t  i n  t h a t  genera l  a r e a  one time I seem t o  r e c a l l .  But 
I b e l i e v e  it would have been much e a r l i e r  than  t h a t ,  when I 
was f l y i n g  wi th  t h e  p la toon,  a c t u a l l y  t o  become acquainted wi th  
t he  a i r c r a f t .  When I came i n  count ry ,  I wasn ' t  even q u a l i f i e d  
i n  t h e  a i r c r a f t .  But I be l i eve  i t  was e a r l i e r  than  t h a t ,  much 
e a r l i e r  than  t h a t .  The reason I r e c a l l ,  i t  seems as  though 

- the  only p lace  t o  land was on a l i t t l e  roadway and w e  had t o  
land  i n  t r a i l .  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  was j u s t  nor th  of t h e  Quang 
Ngai River. I f  t h i s  i s  t h e  e x a c t  o b j e c t i v e ,  I c o u l d n ' t  t e l l  
you. But I ' m  almost p o s i t i v e ,  s i r ,  it was q u i t e  a b i t  p r i o r  
t o  t h i s  t ime. A t  t h a t  t ime,  I was working j u s t  about com-
p l e t e l y  i n  maintenance. Very seldom I d id  anything, but  I 
may have been i n  t h e  a i r  i f  I was i n  t h e  a r e a  o r  i f  t h e  l i f t  
was i n  our  a rea .  I may have been up wi th  t h e  maintenance s h i p ,  
bu t  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  very o f t e n  t h a t  w e  covered a l i f t  with 
the  maintenance s h i p  nor th  of the  Quang Ngai River.  Usually 
t h e  176th maintenance s h i p  would come down and s t a y  wi th  them, 
you know, c a r r y  some mechanics with them. 

Q Most of t h e  u n i t s  t h a t  were suppor t ing  were from 
the  174th s o  it would have been p o s s i b l e  t h a t  you were working 
out  of LZ Dot t i e  providing t h e  maintenance s h i p ?  

A. No, sir,  I never s a t  down i n  LZ Dot t i e .  The way 
we covered, we'd say okay, t h e  l i f t  i s  gone a t  such and such 
a time. While they were h i t t i n g  t h e  PZ,  w e  would j u s t  t ake  
o f f  i n  the  maintenance s h i p  and be i n  t h e  a i r  when they l e f t  
and cover the  l i f t  from t h e r e .  A s  soon a s  the  l i f t  was over ,  
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w e  ' d  go back t o  work as  soon a s  t h e  a i r c r a f t  was c l e a r  of t h e  
h o t  LZ. 

Q But you remember nothing of p icking  up people a t  
LZ Dot t i e  and p u t t i n g  them i n  this a r e a  west of My Lai  ( 4 )  and 
picking up another  company a t  LZ Uptight and p u t t i n g  them 
i n t o  an LZ south of My Lai (1)? 

A .  No, sir .  I never picked anybody up when I was 
f l y i n g  opera t ions  on e i t h e r  of those L Z ' s .  A l l  my pickups 
were always south and were u s u a l l y  wi th  a new br igade  coming 
i n  t o  s t a g e  and moving nor th .  

Q .  We're t a l k i n g  now i n  t h e  per iod  about 6 weeks 
a f t e r  Tet  which took p l a c e  a t  t h e  end of January 1968. What 
was the condi t ion  of  your company a t  t h a t  t ime,  a i r c r a f t -
wise ,  maintenance-wise , and s o  on? 

A .  I seem t o  r e c a l l  we were i n  p r e t t y  good cond i t ion  
f o r  s l i c k s .  We' d had a few guns,  a few of our  Char l ie  models, 
s h o t  up during Tet  and we were coming back i n .  I be l i eve  a t  
t h a t  time we only had about f i v e  gunships f u l l y  opera t iona l .  
We had a couple t h e r e  o f f  which we scavenged p a r t s  t o  g e t  the 
o t h e r  f i v e  going. We're p u t t i n g  back. And of t h e  ones s h o t  
up during Te t  I b e l i e v e  we only l o s t  one. W e  probably had 
about 18  s l i c k s  and 5 guns, sir. 

Q. Did you l o s e  any a i r c r a f t  during Tet? 

A. No, sir. We had a few s h o t  up t h a t  came back and 
we--

Q . ( In terpos ing)  W e l l ,  I'm t a l k i n g  about a s  a r e s u l t  
of mortars o r  rocke t s  on LZ Bronco? 

A. Bronco , Bronco--

( In terpos ing)  Your home base.  

A .  No, sir. I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  we d i d  r i g h t  during T e t .  
I d o n ' t  t h ink  w e  l o s t  more than  f i v e  t h e  whole yea r  from mor-
t a r s .  They were damaged b u t  could be r e p a i r e d  t h e r e .  I d o n ' t  
r e c a l l  t h a t  we r e a l l y  l o s t  one a s  f a r  as  a t o t a l  l o s s .  

Q Do you remember r ece iv ing  a  mortar  and rocke t  a t -
t ack  during t h e  time of Tet?  
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A. Yes, sir. To s p e c i f i c a l l y  g i v e  you a d a t e ,  no, sir .  
~ u tI ' m  p o s i t i v e  w e  d id .  Around t h e  pe r iod  of T e t  we  s t a r t e d  
t o  g e t  h i t  once, maybe twice  a  week. 

Q. Did you lose  many a i r c r a f t  t h e r e  o r  was t h e r e  only 
minor o r  moderate damage t o  t h e  p o i n t  where you could f i x  them? 

A. Moderate damage t h a t  w e  could f i x :  ex tens ive  
sheet-metal  work, more o r  l e s s  s c a l e  pa tches ,  s u r f a c e  patches.  
W e  d idn '  t l o s e  t h a t  much though, and w e  d i d n ' t  t a k e  any r o c k e t s .  
It was a l l  mortar.  

Q- Subsequent t o  t h i s  time were you e v e r  quest ioned 
by anybody concerning t h i s  i n c i d e n t  o r  about anything t h a t  
you might have known concerning i t ?  

A.  No, sir. As a  ma t t e r  of f a c t  i t  csme a s  a t o t a l  
s u r p r i s e  when Major BAKER contac ted  m e .  I never a s soc ia ted  
myself wi th  My Lai .  

Q. Who is Major BAKER? 

A. Major BAKER i s  t h e  WAC i n  t h e  I G  o f f i c e  t h a t  c a l l e d  
me up a t  17th  Group headquar ters .  

Q. During March, A p r i l ,  May o f  1968, were you aware 
of any i n v e s t i g a t i o n  which might have been underway a t  t h a t  
time? 

A. NO,  sir. 

a. Now, you fel lows a r e  i n  t h i s  f l y i n g  bus iness .  You 
were i n  a i r c r a f t  maintenance and you a r e  a l s o  a  p i l o t .  I n  
s i t t i n g  around d i scuss ing  e v e n t s ,  happenings, and s i t u a t i o n s  
i n  t h e  evening, d i d  you e v e r  remember anybody t a l k i n g  about 
what might have happened up t h e r e  o r  anybody making a l o t  of 
k i l l s  wi th  gunships on people coming o u t  of a  v i l l a g e  o r  any-
th ing  of  t h i s  na tu re?  

A. N o ,  sir.  

Q. Did you ever  h e a r  of any rumors o r  any t a l k i n g  
which might have aroused your c u r i o u s i t y  o r  your susp ic ion  
that something might have happened unusual o r  e s p e c i a l l y  
d i f f e r e n t ?  

A. NO,  sir. 
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MR MWCCRATE: Do you remember Major GIBSON'S speaking t o  t h e  
company about an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o r  making any re fe rence  t o  t h e  
f a c t  t h a t  t h e r e  was an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  going on? 

A.  No, s i r .  Well now, maybe I should c l a r i f y  some-
th ing  e l s e  h e r e .  Usually when they had t h e i r  meetings it would 
be i n  the  evening. And when I say t h e s e ,  t h i s  would be t h e  
f l i g h t  p la toons ,  e t  c e t e r a .  Our maintenace hootch and our  people,  
we were j u s t  s i t u a t e d  away from the company. I n  f a c t ,  t h e  
l a t e  hours i n  the  day when they  were holding t h e i r  meetings,  
we were working on a i r c r a f t .  We were more o r  l e s s  excused 
from these  meetings.  Anything t h a t  was considered p e r t i n e n t  
we would be t o l d  l a t e r .  But I heard nothing of an i n v e s t i -
g a t i o n  whatsoever, sir .  A s  a m a t t e r  of f a c t ,  u n t i l  yes terday  
morning, I c o u l d n ' t  have t o l d  you where My Lai was. I had 
read of i t  i n  the  paper and I had j u s t  never a s soc ia ted  myself 
wi th  it. Yesterday morning, I looked a t  t h e  map t o  s e e  where 
it was. 

Q =  M r .  SOMMERVILLE, we have he re  some photographs t h a t  
we understand were taken  on the  day of t h i s  opera t ion .  I n  
them you can s e e  c e r t a i n  a i r c r a f t .  We would l i k e  you t o  look 
a t  t h e  a i r c r a f t  and s e e  i f  you can i d e n t i f y  t h e  u n i t s  from 
which they come. Poss ib ly  you might be a b l e  t o  recognize 
some of the personnel  upon t h e  a i r c r a f t .  

(The p i c t u r e s  were given t o  CWO SOMMERVILLE t o  
review. ) 

P-26 f i r s t .  

A. No, s i r ,  I c a n ' t  t e l l .  I c a n ' t  g e t  a t a i l  num-
b e r  and c a n ' t  even make o u t  t h e  emblem on t h e  nose. 

Q L e t ' s  try P-27. 

A. No, s ir ,  I am s o r r y  I c a n ' t  make--

Q ( In te rpos ing)  Next P-65. 

A. This i s  our  a i r c r a f t .  This i s  a Dolphin a i r c r a f t .  

Q You r e f e r  t o  t h e  c r a f t  i n  t h e  foreground of the 
p i c t u r e ?  

A. The second a i r c r a f t  looks l i k e  a R a t t l e r ,  a 71s t  
s h i p .  I t  i s  a 7 1 s t  s h i p ,  t h e  number two s h i p .  A s  f a r  a s  t h e  
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personnel  f l y i n g ,  I c a n ' t  t e l l .  The f i r s t  s h i p  i s  d e f i n i t e l y  
ours .  And t h e  second one, t h a t ' s  t h e  c o i l e d  snake,  the 71s t .. 
Q. Next I show you P-29. 

A. No, s ir ,  o t h e r  than  t h a t  i s  a R a t t l e r ,  t he  num-
b e r  two s h i p .  I c a n ' t  make o u t  anything f o r  s u r e  here .  

Q* The second s h i p  i n  number 29 i s  a R a t t l e r .  That 
is  the 71st .  And t h e  c o l o r  photograph--

A.  ( In te rpos ing)  I c a n ' t  make i t  o u t  f o r  su re .  ' I t  
looks l i k e  the  Dolphin on t h e  nose of t h i s  one. 

F i r s t  c r a f t  i n  29? 

A. Very f a i n t l y ,  b u t  I c a n ' t  s ay  f o r  s u r e .  It may 
be b u t  I c a n ' t  be p o s i t i v e .  

Q Is t h e r e  any n o t a t i o n  o r  marking on t h e  t a i l ?  

A. W e l l ,  I c a n ' t  make out  t h e  t a i l  number. 

10: Does t h i s  look a l i t t l e  b i t  l i k e  your Dolphin? 

A .  Yes, s ir ,  t h a t  d e f i n i t e l y  is our  Dolphin. 

MR MACCRATE: Referr ing t o  t h e  marking on t h e  f i r s t  a i r c r a f t ,  
e x h i b i t  P-6 5--

A. ( In terpos ing)  I c a n ' t  pick any f e a t u r e  t h a t  would 
i d e n t i f y  i t ,  sir .  I c a n ' t  make o u t  t h e  t a i l  number f o r  s u r e .  

Q. Next I show you P-11. 

A. No, sir, t h e r e  is no way I can i d e n t i f y  t h a t  a t  
a l l .  

Q. C a n  you d i s t i n g u i s h  any f a c e s  i n  t h e  window? 

A. NO, s ir .  

Q- It 's n o t  very c l e a r ,  we recognize t h a t .  P-12, you
w i l l  n o t i c e ,  i s  a medevac opera t ion .  A s  w e  understand, it is 
no t  being conducted by a medevac s h i p .  

A. This i s  q u i t e  common. I f  t h e  s h i p  i s  handy we do 
it. No, s i r ,  I c a n ' t  i d e n t i f y  the s h i p  nor  t h e  crew c h i e f .  

(SOMMERVILLE) 9 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

APP T-120 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


Q o  
 Next P-71. 

A. This b r ings  up something, b u t  I ' m  n o t  p o s i t i v e .  
A t  one t ime,  and I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t he  time p e r i o d ,  I was won- 
der ing about t h a t .  We pa in ted  t h e  blades and pa in ted  a  s t r i p e  
on t h e  tailboom t h a t  you can s e e  h e r e ,  sir.  There were two 
white  and an i n t e r n a l  s t r i p e .  Red was the  176th.  Blue was 
the  174th and another  co lo r  was, then ,  the  6 1 s t .  

&= The 6 1 s t  o r  71s t?  

A. The 71s t .  Now t h e s e  p i c t u r e s ,  I doubt ,  were taken 
wi th in  the  same per iod  of time because whenever you had t h i s  
many a i r c r a f t  with t h e  tailboom pa in ted ,  j u s t  about a l l  of them 
were pa in ted .  We worked t o  g e t  these  dog-goned t h i n g s  pa in ted  
as  much as  poss ib le .  It  i s  j u s t  p r e t t y  f a r  f e t ched ,  sir, un-
l e s s  t h e r e  was a  b i g  turnover  i n  a i r c r a f t ,  t h a t  you wouldn't  
have more c o n s i s t e n t  markings t h a t  would be more v i s i b l e  
than  t h a t  Dolphin. That s t r i p  around the  tailboom was a  break 
i n  a  s o l i d  c o l o r ,  more than a Dolphin would be.  And it was 
s o  dog-goned prominent you could s e e  it  f o r  a  mi le .  I d o n ' t  
t h ink  these  p i c t u r e s  were taken a t  t h e  same time. 

I0 : Did you s e e  some s t r i p e s  on some tailbooms i n  t h a t  
p i c t u r e ?  Is t h a t  what reminded you? 

A. Yes, s i r ,  I was wondering about i t  t h e r e ,  about 
the  per iod  of  time. I d o n ' t  remember--probably r i g h t  a f t e r  
Tet .  We d i d n ' t  change t h a t  many tailb,ooms dur ing  Tet ,  s i r ,  
and we d i d n ' t  g e t  a i r c r a f t  pa in ted  t h a t  o f t e n .  

MR MACCRATE: Now I show you P-72,  and it  does appear t h a t  some 
tailbooms a r e  pa in ted  and some o t h e r s  a r e  n c t ,  

A. Yes, s ir ,  t h e r e  i s  q u i t e  a  few pa in ted  and you can 
s e e  it here .  What I ' m  r e f e r r i n g  t o  i s  how h e r e  you can make 
o u t  t h i s  s l a s h ,  a break i n  t h e  s o l i d  c o l o r  (po in t ing  t o  t h e  
one t o  the  extreme r i g h t ) .  And h e r e ,  t h e r e  i s  a  break i n  t h e  
so l id -co lo r  tailboom. Here you have i t ,  here  you have i t ,  
here  you d o n ' t  have it. This i s  one of our  s h i p s .  You can 
s e e  the  t e e t h .  Now, t h i s  one d o e s n ' t  have it. 

&. The one i n  t h e  extreme l e f t  background beneath 
t h e  yellow b u i l d i n g  you i d e n t i f y  a s  one of your a i r c r a f t ?  

A. That ' s  ou r  Shark,  y e s ,  sir. That is  one of our  
Char l ie  models, our  gunship. 
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Q. Is t h e  s t r i p e  marking on t h e  s h i p  i n  t h e  foreground 
i n  the c e n t e r  of t h e  p i c t u r e  174th ,  176th ,  o r  71s t?  

A. I can '  t t e l l  because t h e  c o l o r  i s n Pt t h a t  w e l l -
def ined.  A s  a ma t t e r  of f a c t ,  when t h e  tailboom g o t  d i r t y ,  
i t  was hard  t o  r e a l l y  d i sce rn  anyhow. 

10: Can you s e e  any a d d i t i o n a l  markings on t h e  tailbooms 
of some o f  th6se a i r c r a f t  which might h e l p  you i d e n t i f y  them? 

A. That wasn ' t  an author ized  marking. I th ink  t h i s  
i s  j u s t  a f law i n  t h e  photo,  t h a t  mark up on t h e  v e r t i c a l  f i n .  

Q. Was t h e r e  a minuteman symbol t h a t  was used by one 
of t h e  b a t t a l i o n s ?  

A .  Yes . ,  sir, t h a t  was a 176th  gunship. 

Q. And where d i d  t h a t  appear? 

A. That was on t h e  nose. I b e l i e v e  Minuteman was 
t h e i r  gunship. No, Minuteman was a des igna to r  f o r  t h e i r  s l i c k s  
and t h e  Musket was t h e  gunship. But t h i s  was forward. I d o n ' t  
r e c a l l  any v e r t i c a l  marking on t h e  a i r s h i p  because it would 
g e t  d i r t y  t o o  quickly  from t h e  exhaus t .  

Q Now I show you P-73. 

A .  This i s  one of our  s h i p s .  You can s e e  the Dolphin 
on the  nose. 

Q. That completes t h e  photographs of t h e  a i r c r a f t  we  
have. 

A. It seems t o  me you ought t o  be a b l e  t o  s e e  mark-
i n g s  on t h e  tailboom, some break i n  t h e  s o l i d  c o l o r .  

Q. I n  t h e  e a r l y  morning photo t h e  angle  of l i g h t  is  
r a t h e r  poor t o  b r i n g  ou t  such c o l o r a t i o n .  

A.  By r e a l  c l o s e  examination, I b e l i e v e  you can s e e  
markings on these  t a i l s .  

Q When you were looking a t  P-26 I b e l i e v e  you w e r e  
po in t ing  t o  the extreme right-hand c r a f t ?  
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A .  Yes, sir.  There is  j u s t  a l i t t l e  break.  It  is 
too  symmetrical. I t  has  t o  be t h i s  marking. I t  appears t o  
me i t  i s  t h e  s t r i p e  around t h e  tailboom. 

10: But d i d  a l l  t h e  l i f t  a i r c r a f t  i n  the 1 4 t h  Brigade 
have a whi te  s t r i p e  then  va r i ed  s t r i p e s  f o r  the companies? 

A. Yes, s i r ,  as  much a s  p o s s i b l e .  Now i f  you had t o  
change tailbooms o r  something of t h i s  s o r t  and d i d n ' t  have 
a chance t o  g e t  t h e  dog-goned t h i n g  pa in ted ,  they may n o t  
have. But a s  much as  p o s s i b l e ,  they  d id .  

Q. While w e  a r e  t a l k i n g  about something l i k e  t h i s ,  
how long d i d  it t a k e  you t o  p a i n t  up t h e  nose of one of your 
Shark gunships whenever you had t o ,  i f  you g e t  a new s h i p  
and you had t o  p a i n t  it? 

A. They could do t h a t  during t h e  PE. A c t u a l l y - t h e  
pa in t ing  of it w a s n ' t  t h a t  much. I t  was a l l  j u s t  a b i g  long 
s t r i p e .  We'd run some masking t a p e  up t h e r e ,  t a p e  t h e  t e e t h  
i n ,  and jump on it wi th  a  can of spray p a i n t .  They could 
p a i n t  it wi th in  an hour .  The crew chief  always d i d  t h a t .  

Q M r .  SOMMERVILLE, w e  have no f u r t h e r  ques t ions  a t  
t h i s  t ime. I would ask you t o  cont inue t o  t h i n k  along t h e  
l i n e s  of t h e  ques t ions  which were pu t  t o  you t h i s  af ternoon.  
We ask t h a t  i f  you do th ink  of anything,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  concer-
ning any i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o r  anything you might have heard and 
s o  f o r t h ,  t o  p lease  g e t  i n  touch wi th  us .  W e  a r e  t r y i n g  t o  
pu t  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  a l l  t o g e t h e r  inc lud icq  t h e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  
of  the  a v i a t i o n  company, what a i r c r a f t  f lew t h a t  day and who 
was f l y i n g  them. So i f  you should r e c a l l  any o f  this, which 
you th ink  would be h e l p f u l ,  we'd l i k e  very much f o r  you t o  
g e t  i n  touch wi th  us .  Do you have any ques t ions  a t  t h i s  t i m e  
t h a t  you would l i k e  t o  address  t o  us? 

A. No, s i x .  

I 0  : This hea r ing  w i l l  r ecess  a t  t h i s  t ime. 

(The hea r ing  recessed  a t  1401 hours ,  6 January 
1970 .) 

(Summarized unsworn s ta tements  taken i n  t h e  Re-
pub l i c  of Vietnam from Phan CHOT and CPT Mai Quang DANH w e r e  
received and e n t e r e d  i n t o  evidence a s  Exh ib i t s  
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S-5 and S - 6 ,  r e s p e c t i v e l y .  An a e r i a l  photograph annotated 
by Phan CHOT was rece ived  and e n t e r e d  as E x h i b i t  P - 1 6 3 .  
Reference t o  t h i s  photograph appears i n  Exh ib i t  S - 5 . )  
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS : ADCOCK, Michael  C .  

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 2 9  J a n u a r y  1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: Br igade  Commander's RTO, 
Headqua r t e r s  and Headqua r t e r s  Company, 1 1 t h  I n f a n t r y  B r i g a d e ,  
America1 D i v i s i o n .  

1. ASSAULT ON MY LAI. 

a .  Combat a s s a u l t s  on 16 March. 

On t h e  morning o f  16 March, t h e  w i t n e s s  accompanied 
Colone l  HENDERSON i n  t h e  command and c o n t r o l  h e l i c o p t e r  ( p g . 2 ) .  
They p robab ly  a r r i v e d  a t  t h e  LZ a t  0730 h o u r s  (pg.  4 0 ) .  
H e  d i d  n o t  reca l l  having  mechan ica l  problems w i t h  t h e  s h i p  
( p g s .  108 ,  109)  . Warrant O f f i c e r  COONEY was t h e i r  p i l o t  
(pg .  5 ) .  M r .  ADCOCK c o u l d  n o t  remember i f  L i e u t e n a n t  
Co lone l  LUPER was w i t h  them (pgs .  49 ,  97 ,  107) . However, 
someone w a s  s i t t i n g  t o  h i s  r i g h t  t h a t  c o u l d  have been LUPER 
(pg .  1 0 7 ) .  I n i t i a l l y ,  ADCOCK c o u l d  n o t  r e c a l l  i f  he  saw t h e  
combat a s s a u l t  (pg .  5 ) . H e  b e l i e v e d  he  remembered two gun-
s h i p s ,  one on each  s i d e ,  p r e p p i n g  t h e  e a s t  and w e s t  s i d e s  
o f  t h e  LZ p r i o r  t o  t h e  a s s a u l t  ( p g s .  3 ,  4 ,  8 ,  3 8 , 8 8 ) .  L a t e r ,  
he r e c a l l e d  t h e  l i f t  which i n s e r t e d  t h e  t r o o p s  (pg .  8 7 ) .  
The gunsh ip  s t r a f i n g  t h e  w e s t e r n  edge  o f  My L a i  ( 4 )  was 
expending some o f  i t s  o rdnance  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  ( p g s .  9 ,  88 ,  
1 1 7 ) .  They began t h e i r  r u n s  s o u t h  o f  t h e  LZ and c o n t i n u e d  
on a s o u t h  t o  n o r t h  l i n e  (pg.  1 1 8 ) .  H e  c o u l d  remember t h i s  
because  h e  w a s  o f  t h e  o p i n i o n  t h a t  t h e  g u n s h i p  f i r i n g  on 
t h e  w e s t  f l a n k  o f  t h e  LZ was unneces sa ry  (pg .  3 8 ) .  He c o u l d  
n o t  t e l l  where t h e  r o c k e t s  expended by t h e  g u n s h i p s  w e r e  
impac t ing  (pg.  3 9 ) .  H e  r e c a l l e d  a r t i l l e r y  l a n d i n g  i n  t h e  
v i l l a g e  (pg .  8 9 ) .  The w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  see a n y t h i n g  t h a t  he  
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c o n s i d e r e d  unusua l  w h i l e  f l y i n g  o v e r  My L a i  ( 4 )  t h a t  morning 
( p g s .  28,  2 9 ) .  During t h e  p r e p  and CA t h e  C&C s h i p  
remained n o r t h  o f  H i l l  85 (pg.  4 2 ) .  ADCOCK c o n t r a d i c t e d  h i s  
e a r l i e r  t e s t i m o n y  (pg.  3 0 ) .  and a s s e r t e d  he  r e c a l l e d  t h e  
a c t i v i t y  a round H i l l  85,  e . g . ,  r e p o r t  o f  d i s c o v e r i n g  m o r t a r  
t u b e s  (pg.  5 0 ) .  H e  r e c a l l e d  t h e  g u n s h i p s  making gunruns  
on t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  of  H i l l  85 (pg .  9 2 ) .  H e  was under  t h e  
i m p r e s s i o n  t h a t  t h e r e  was a b a t t l e  r a g i n g  i n  My L a i  ( 4 )  because  
o f  t h e  f i r i n g  h e  h e a r d  (pg .  2 8 ) .  Al though he  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  
s e e i n g  h o o t c h e s  b u r n i n g  (pg.  5 7 ) ,  he  saw smoke coming from 
t h e  hamle t .  H e  assumed t h e  gunsh ips  s t a r t e d  t h e  f i r e s  
(pgs .  26 ,  2 7 ) .  ADCOCK remembered 30 t o  50 Vietnamese 
e x i t i n g  My L a i  ( 4 )  and t r a v e l l i n g  s o u t h w e s t  (pg .  1 0 ) .  While 
f l y i n g  a t  a low a l t i t u d e  o f  30 f e e t ,  HENDERSON s p o t t e d  an 
enemy weapon which t h e y  marked w i t h  smoke f o r  t h e  i n f a n t r y  
( P ~ S  90 ,  91 ,  9 8 ) .  Al though he  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  B/4/3 's
combat a s s a u l t  (pgs .  1 7 ,  l o g ) ,  ADCOCK r e c a l l e d  HENDERSON 
becoming u p s e t  when t h e  a r t i l l e r y  d i d  n o t  s t o p  f i r i n g  i n  
t i m e  (pg .  9 7 ) .  HENDERSON s a i d  something t o  t h e  o t h e r  p e r s o n  
i n  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  r e g a r d i n g  t h i s  d i s c r e p a n c y  ( p g s .  70,  9 7 ) .  
ADCOCK s p e c u l a t e d  t h a t  t h e  o t h e r  p e r s o n  was LUPER ( p g . 9 7 ) .  
T h i s  o c c u r r e d  b e f o r e  l e a v i n g  f o r  LZ D o t t i e  w i t h  t h e  two 
VC s u s p e c t s  aboa rd  (pg .  97)  . ADCOCK d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  s e e i n g  
t h e  i n f a n t r y  b r e a k  f o r  l unch  (pg.  125)  . 

b.  Radio t r a n s m i s s i o n s .  

The w i t n e s s  was m o n i t o r i n g  a l l  t h e  c h a n n e l s  ( a t  
l e a s t  f i v e )  t h a t  morning (pg.  2 ) .  H e  r e c a l l e d  m o n i t o r i n g  
trle TF Barke r  command n e t  and t h e  a i r - g r o u d n e t ,  a l t h o u g h  
r e c e p t i o n  t o  t h e  l a t t e r  was v e r y  poor .  The r a d i o  f r e q u e n c i e s  
o f  p r imary  conce rn  were t h e  Task Force  B a r k e r  and  Headqua r t e r s  
and Headqua r t e r s  Company (pg .  87) . H e  d i d  n o t  b e l i e v e  he  
l i s t e n e d  t o  t h e  company n e t s  t h i i t  morning (pg .  2 ) .  H e  
d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  any unusua l  t r a n s m i s s i o n s .  The r a d i o  t r a f f i c  
was h u r r i e d  and c l u t t e r e d  ( p g . 4 5 ) .  He c o u l d  n o t  r e c a l l  
i f  HENDERSON o r  Major MCKNIGHT made r a d i o  t r a n s m i s s i o n s  
r e g a r d i n g  two armed VC k i l l e d  n o r t h  o f  My La i  ( 4 )  ( p g s .  1 0 ,  
1 7 ,  1 8 ) .  H e  r e c a l l e d  HENDERSON t a l k i n g  w i t h  t h e  War lo rds ,  
b u t  h e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  t h e  s u b j e c t  m a t t e r  (pg.  4 5 ) .  H e  
t h o u g h t  h e  r e c a l l e d  MCKNIGHT c a l l i n g  t h e  War lords  and 
r e q u e s t i n g  t h a t  t h e y  check  o u t  t h e  exodus from My L a i  ( 4 )  
t o  t h e  s o u t h w e s t  (pg.  4 6 ) .  H e  remembered HENDERSON t a l k i n g  
t o  t h e  ground e l e m e n t ,  b u t ,  h e  a g a i n  c o u l d  n o t  r e c a l l  t h e  
t o p i c  o f  t h a t  c o n v e r s a t i o n  (pg.  5 7 ) .  
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c. Bodies  obse rved .  

While f l y i n g  low- leve l  t o  p i c k  up VC s u s p e c t s ,  
he  saw 1 2  t o  15 b o d i e s  (pgs .  1 2 ,  1 3 ,  1 8 ) .  H e  saw t h e s e  
b o d i e s  two o r  t h r e e  t i m e s .  However, he  o n l y  g o t  a f l e e t i n g  
look  ard c o u l d  n o t  i d e n t i f y  t h e i r  age o r  s e x  (pgs .  2 1 ,  2 2 )  . 
He d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  s e e i n g  any dead c h i l d r e n  (pg .  2 7 ) .  
H i s  view w a s  obscu red  because  he  was s i t t i n g  i n  t h e  middle  
of  a crowded back s e a t  (pgs .  1 3 ,  107)  . The w i t n e s s  was 
unsure  o f  t h e  e x a c t  l o c a t i o n  of  t h e  b o d i e s .  He d e s c r i b e d  
them a s  b e i n g  a d j a c e n t  t o  a tree l i n e d  d i t c h  and p a t h  
(pgs .  11, 1 2 ,  1 9 ,  65 ,  66 ,  9 8 ,  1 0 3 ) .  Although ADCOCK 
e a r l i e r  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  h e  saw o n l y  12 t o  15 b o d i e s  (pg.  3 0 ) ,  
he l a t e r  c l a imed  t h a t  h e  saw 35 t o  40 b o d i e s  (pg .  1 1 4 ) .  

d .  P i c k i n s  UD VC s u s p e c t s .  

ADCOCK remembered l a n d i n g  t o  p i c k  up two p r i s o n e r s  
(pg.  4 ) .  The w i t n e s s  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t h e  a e r o - s c o u t  s h i p  
c a l l e d  t o  inform them o f  t h e  VC s u s p e c t s  (pg .  1 6 )  . H e  d i d  
n o t  r e c a l l  t h e  e x a c t  l o c a t i o n  o f  t h e  s u s p e c t s  a s  t h e y  were 
on t h e  ground o n l y  momentar i ly  ( p g s .  1 4 ,  1 5 ) .  He d i d  n o t  
h e a r  any f i r i n g  i n  t h e  immediate v i c i n i t y  when t h e y  l anded  
(pg.  1 5 ) .  H e  d i d  reca l l  t h a t  t h e  two m i l i t a r y - a g e  males  
took some o f  t h e i r  c l o t h e s  o f f  and h e l d  t h e i r  hands o v e r  
t h e i r  heads  (pg.  4 6 ) .  I n i t i a l l y ,  he  though t  t h e y  took  
~e s u s p e c t s  t o  Duc Pho (pg.  1 6 ) ,  b u t  t h e y  c o u l d  have 
t aken  them t o  LZ D o t t i e  (pg.  2 2 ) .  However, t h e y  d i d  n o t  
t a k e  them back f o r  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  immedia te ly  (pg. 4 7 )  . 
He b e l i e v e d  t h e y  w e r e  s t i l l  i n  t h e  a i r c r a f t  when HENDERSON 
became u p s e t  o v e r  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  p r e p  n o t  s t o p p i n g  on 
t ime (pg .  9 7 ) .  

e .  C a s u a l t i e s  i n f l i c t e d  by a r t i l l e r y .  

The w i t n e s s  r e c a l l e d  a s t a t e m e n t  made by someone 
t h a t  t h e y  t h o u g h t  a r t i l l e r y  caused  q u i t e  a few c a s u a l t i e s .  
However, h e  d i d  n o t  remember i f  t h i s  was a c o n v e r s a t i o n  
between HENDERSON and LUPER (pgs .  55 ,  5 6 ) .  H e  c o u l d  n o t  
r e c a l l  HENDERSON showing any concern  o v e r  c a s u a l t i e s  
i n f l i c t e d  d u r i n g  t h e  o p e r a t i o n ,  n o r  d i d  h e  i n d i c a t e  concern  
over  peop le  k i l l e d  by a r t i l l e r y  (pg. 8 4 ) .  ADCOCK d i d  n o t  
r e c a l l  t h e  number o f  enemy t h a t  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  p u r p o r t e d l y  
k i l l e d  (pg. 1 2 8 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  r e c o l l e c t  LUPER e v e r  t a l k i n g  
w i t h  S e r g e a n t  Major KIRKPATRICK conce rn ing  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  O r  
i n q u i r i n g  a b o u t  a r t i l l e r y  c a s u a l t i e s  t h a t  morning (pg. 128)  
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f .  O t h e r .  

ADCOCK was n o t  s u r e  i f  he  remembered any medevac 
s h i p s  i n  t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  a r e a  t h a t  morning (pg.  1 2 7 ) .  He 
cou ld  n o t  b r i n g  t o  mi.nd HENDERSON'S o r d e r  t o  resweep My 
La i  ( 4 ) ,  n o r  c o u l d  h e  r e c a l l  Major Gene ra l  KOSTER's c o u n t e r -
mand (pg.  1 3 1 ) .  H e  c o u l d  n o t  r e c a l l  i f  B/4/3 was r e p o r t i n g  
any k i l l s  o v e r  n e a r  t h e  b e a c h ( p g .  7 6 ) .  

2. SUBSEQUENT ACTIVITIES ON 16 MARCH. 

a .  A r r i v a l  and a c t i v i t i e s  a t  LZ D o t t i e .  

A f t e r  r e t u r n i n g  w i t h '  t h e  s u s p e c t s ,  ADCOCK was n o t  
s u r e  how l o n g  t h e y  were on t h e  ground.  H e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  
L i e u t e n a n t  Co lone l  BARKER o r  LUPER b e i n g  t h e r e  (pg .  2 4 ) .  
H e  remembered s e v e r a l  o c c a s i o n s  on which KOSTER m e t  HENDERSON 
a t  LZ Do t t i e ,  b u t  h e  was n o t  s u r e  t h a t  such  a meet ing  
o c c u r r e d  on March 1 6 t h  (pg.  2 3 ) .  However, a f t e r  f u r t h e r  
r e f l e c t i o n ,  h e  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  KOSTER d i d  l a n d  a t  LZ D o t t i e  
t h a t  morning w i t h  h i s  a i d e  (pgs .  52 ,  L O O ) .  I n i t i a l l y ,  
HENDERSON remained i n  t h e  a i r c r a f t  w h i l e  it r e f u e l e d ,  b u t  
HENDERSON e v e n t u a l l y  l e f t ,  a p p a r e n t l y  t o  t a l k  w i t h  KOSTER 
( p g s .  51-53, 99-101) .  He d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  what  t i m e  KOSTER 
a r r l v e d ,  b u t  i t  was a f t e r  t h e i r  a r r i v a l  (pgs .  53 ,  1 0 0 )  
H e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  BARKER'S command and c o n t r o l  s h i p  coming 
i n  t o  LZ ~ o t t i et h a t  morning (pgs .  53 ,  54)  , n o r  d i d  h e  
r e c a l l  i t  l e a v i n g  t h e r e  f o r  a medevac m i s s i o n  w h i l e  t h e y  
were a t  LZ Datt ie  (pg.  1 2 8 ) .  

b .  F l i g h t  t o  Quang Ngai.  

I n i t i a l l y ,  ADCOCK d i d  n o t  remember r e t u r n i n g  t o  
t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  a r e a  (pg .  2 5 ) ,  b u t  l a t e r  h e  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  
t h e y  f l e w  backove r  My L a i  ( 4 )  a t  a low a l t i t u d e  and 
c i r c l e d  t h e  v i l l a g e  f o r  a s h o r t  t i m e  (pgs .  54 ,  103 ,  1 1 0 ) .  
There  was n o t  a l o t  o f  f i r i n g  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  U.S. s o l d i e r s  
appea red  t o  b e  j u s t  s e a r c h i n g  t h e  h o o t c h e s .  There  was o n l y  
a l i t t l e  smoke (pg .  1 1 2 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  see any h o o t c h e s  
b u r n i n g  (pg.  103)  , o r  any more b o d i e s  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  
(pgs  . 59 ,  75 ,  102)  . He d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  KOSTER coming i n  
on t h e  r a d i o  a f t e r  t h e i r  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  a r e a  
(py .  58)  . H e  r e c a l l e d  r a d i o i n g  t h e i r  h e a d q u a r t e r s  and 
in fo rming  them t h a t  t h e y  were f l y i n g  t o  Quang Ngai ( p g . 5 8 ) .  
Then t h e y  f l e w  o v e r  B/4 /3 ' s  o p e r a t i o n a l  a r e a  n e a r  t h e  ocean  
H e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  HENDERSON t a l k i n g  w i t h  anyone from B/4/3 
(pgs .  106 ,  1 0 7 ) .  ADCOCK d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  who went w i t h  
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HENDERSON t o  t h e  meet ing  i n  Quang ~ g a i  (pg .  61)  . I t  
seemed a s  i f  he  was gone f o r  q u i t e  some t i m e  a t  t h e  mee t ing  
(pg .  61)  . A f t e r  r e t u r n i n g  from t h e  mee t ing ,  t h e  w i t n e s s  
b e l i e v e d  k r e c a l l e d  HENDERSON c a l l i n g  BARKER f o r  a s i t u a t i o n  
r e p o r t  (pg .  61). 

c.  HENDERSON'S a f t e r n o o n  f l i g h t .  

A f t e r  t h e  meet ing  i n  Quang Ngai ,  t h e y  r e t u r n e d  
t o  t h e i r  h e a d q u a r t e r s  a t  Duc Pho. HENDERSON l e f t  a g a i n  
l a t e r  i n  t h e  a f t e r n o o n ,  b u t  t h e  w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  know any 
d e t a i l s  a b o u t  t h a t  f l i g h t  b e c a u s e  he  d i d  n o t  go (pgs .  62; 
6 3 ) .  

3. HENDERSON'S MEETINGS ON 18  MARCH. 

a .  YOUNG mee t in s .  

ADCOCK r e c a l l e d  HENDERSON meet ing  w i t h  B r i g a d i e r  
Genera l  YOUNG on 1 8  March (pgs .  79 ,  80,  1 2 9 ) .  I t  seemed 
a s  i f  HENDERSON was t h e r e  f o r  q u i t e  a w h i l e  (pg .  80)  . H e  
d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  HENDERSON c a r r y i n g  a notebook o r  o t h e r  
p a r a p h e r n a l i a  t h a t  morning (pg. 1 2 9 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  recall  
HENDERSON h a v i n g  a t h r e e  by f i v e  c a r d ,  o r  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  
o t h e r  o f f i c e r s  (pgs .  129 ,  130)  . 

b .  Meeting i n  t h e  f i e l d  w i t h  MEDINA. 

The w i t n e s s  t h o u g h t  t h a t  t h e y  r e t u r n e d  t o  My L a i  ( 4 )  
and c i r c l e d  it. I t  was d e s e r t e d .  Then t h e y  l a n d e d  n e a r  a 
g raveya rd .  The chopper  ascended  w h i l e  t h e  w i t n e s s ,  HENDERSON, 
and a n o t h e r  person,whom h e  c o u l d  n o t  r e c a l l ,  s t a y e d  on t h e  
ground ( p g s .  80,  8 1 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  know i f  t h e  o t h e r  p e r s o n  
who g o t  o f f  w i t h  them w a s  LUPER (pg.  130)  . They were on 
t h e  ground 20 t o  25 minu te s  (pg .  8 2 ) .  HENDERSON and t h e  o t h e r  
i n d i v i d u a l  were up n e a r  a  b u i l d i n g  t a l k i n g  w i t h  t h e  company 
commander (pg. 82) . The w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  t h e  d a t e  
of t h i s  mee t ing ,  n o r  c o u l d  he  remember where t h e y  went 
s u b s e q u e n t l y  (pgs .  82 ,  131)  . 

c. Troops o f  C/1/20. 

A f t e r  t h e  comple t ion  o f  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  h e  r e c a l l e d  
. a t  t h e  t r o o p s  w e r e  h e l i - l i f t e d  t o  LZ D o t t i e .  However, he  
.d n o t  r e c a l l  HENDERSON t a l k i n g  w i t h  t h e  t r o o p s  (pgs .  131 ,  

1 3 2 ) .  They remained a t  LZ D o t t i e  p e r h a p s  an h o u r  t h a t  day 
(pg.  1 3 2 ) .  H e  c o u l d  n o t  r e c a l l  where t h e y  had been  p r e v i o u s  
t o  t h e  e x t r a c t i o n  o f  C/1/20 o r  where t h e y  went  a f t e r w a r d s  
(pg.  1 3 3 ) .  
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4 .  OTHER INFORMATION. 

a .  The w i t n e s s  remained a s  HENDERSON'S RTO f o r  t h e  
d u r a t i o n  o f  h i s  t o u r  i n  Vietnam (pg .  35)  . 

. H e  r e c a l l e d  L i e u t e n a n t  Gene ra l  DOLEMAN and 
KOSTER v i s i t i n g  on 1 7  March (pgs .  7 7 ,  7 8 ) .  H e  a l s o  t h o u g h t  
h e  remembered WATKE and HOLLADAY coming t o  Duc Pho t h a t  
day (pg*  77) 

c. B r i g a d i e r  Gene ra l  LIPSCOMB d e p a r t e d  t h e  command 
v i a  a i r p l a n e  on 15  March (pg .  85)  . 

d.  H e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  HENDERSON go ing  t o  d i v i s i o n  t o  
t a l k  w i t h  KOSTER on 20  March (pg .  1 3 3 ) .  

e .  H e  d i d  n o t  reca l l  h e a r i n g  any s c u t t l e b u t t  
s u r r o u n d i n g  Task Force  B a r k e r ' s  16 March o p e r a t i o n  o r  
h e a r i n g  t a l k  abou t  women and c h i l d r e n  b e i n g  i n c l u d e d  i n  
t h e i r  body c o u n t  ( p g s .  135 ,  1 3 6 ) .  
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(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1535 h o u r s ,  29 January  
1970.) 

MR WEST: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR: The f o l l o w i n g  pe r sons  are p r e s e n t :  MR WEST, 
COL FRANKLIN, LTC PATTERSON, LTC MAHAFFEY and MAJ COOP. 

The n e x t  w i t n e s s  i s  M r .  Michael  C. ADCOCK. 

(MR ADCOCK w a s  c a l l e d  as a w i t n e s s ,  w a s  sworn, 
and t e s t i f i e d  as fo l l ows  : )  

Would you s t a t e  your  f u l l  name, o c c u p a t i o n ,  and 
add re s s .  

A. Michael  C. ADCOCK, Roanoke, Alabama, employed by 
Uni-Royal, U. S. Rubber Company. 

MR WEST: M r .  AGCOCK, have you s een  o u r  E x h i b i t  M-57 which 
g i v e s  i n f o r m a t i o n  about  t h e  n a t u r e  and purpose  of  o u r  i n q u i r y .  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  I have. 

Q D o  you have any q u e s t i o n  abou t  i t ?  

A. N o ,  sir .  

Q Have you r e c e i v e d  an o r d e r  from t h e  m i l i t a r y  judge 
i n  t h e  c o u r t - m a r t i a l  c a s e  o f  t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s  v. C a l l e v  o r

-1 - -

t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s  v. M i t c h e l l ?  ~ h e s eare two c o u r t - m a r t i a l  
cases. T h i s  would have t o  do w i th  a r e q u e s t  n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  
t h e  My L a i  i n c i d e n t  i n  p u b l i c ,  i n  an attempt t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  
r i g h t s  o f  t h e  accused.  

A. N o ,  sir.  

Q For  t h e  r e c o r d ,  M r .  ADCOCK, w e r e  you a member of 
t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s  Army on 16 March 1968? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. What w a s  your  g r ade ,  your  o u t f i t ,  and you r  du ty  
ass ignment?  

1 
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A. Se rgean t  E-5, America1 Div i s ion ,  Headquar ters  
and Headquar ters  Company, 1 1 t h  I n f a n t r y  Brigade.  

Q- What w a s  your du ty  assignment? 

A. My du ty  t h e n  w a s  Colonel  HENDERSON'S RTO, b r i g a d e  
commander. 

MR WEST: W e ' l l  have a s h o r t  r e c e s s .  

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  1537 hour s ,  29 January  
1970.) 

(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1539 hour s ,  29 January 
1970 .) 

MR WEST: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  


RCDR: A l l  p r e s e n t  when t h e  h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a r e  aga in  

p r e s e n t .  M r .  ADCOCK, I remind you t h a t  you a r e  under o a t h .  


MR WEST: Colonel  MAHAFFEY w i l l  l e a d  t h e  i n t e r r o g a t i o n .  


LTC MAHAFFEY: M r .  ADCOCK, were you wi th  Colonel  HENDERSON i n  

h i s  command and c o n t r o l  h e l i c o p t e r  on t h e  morning of  t h e  1 6 t h  

of March?. 


A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  I w a s .  

Q- Did you have on a headse t  a s  p a r t  of  t h e  conso le ,  
o r  were you j u s t  i n  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  wi th  him? 

A. I had on a headse t .  

Q. You d i d  have on a  headse t ?  

A. Y e s .  


Q- And what n e t s  w e r e  you moni tor ing on t h e  headse t ?  


A. A l l  n e t s  involved ,  a s  many a s  I cou ld ,  s i r .  W e  
had, a s  b e s t  I remember, a t  l e a s t  f i v e  channe ls .  

Q. Do you remember which ones  t hey  were? 
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A #  NO# P d o n ' t .  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. Were you moni tor ing  any a i r -ground  communications 
n e t s ,  t h a t  i s ,  h e l i c o p t e r s  t o  o t h e r  ground e lements?  

A. S i r ,  t h e  b e s t  I can remember we could  moni tor ,  b u t  
it w a s  ve ry  poor .  

&. Did you a t  any t i m e  du r ing  t h e  morning moni tor  
any of t h e  company n e t s ?  

A. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  so.  

Q o  D i d  C2lonel  HENDERSON? 

A. No, sir ,  I f  he had,  I would remember it. 

Q o  
 You do n o t  r e c a l l  h i s  moni tor ing  c Company o r  B 
Company n e t s ?  

A, No. 

Q. Thi s  was a conso le?  

A, Yes, sir.  

'2- Now could you d e s c r i b e  t h e  e v e n t s  a s  you r e c a l l  
them, s t a r t i n g  w i t h  t h e  t i m e  t h a t  you a r r i v e d  i n  t h e  g e n e r a l  
o p e r a t i o n a l  a r e a .  I might t e l l  you t h a t  i n fo rma t ion  we have 
i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  you g o t  i n t o  t h e  a r e a  sometime aror.nd 8 o ' c l o c k  
i n  t h e  morning* W e  '11 j u s t  t ake  it from t h a t  p o i n t  and would 
you d e s c r i b e  for u s  what you can r e c a l l ?  

A, We s t a r t e d  o u t  k ind  of  e a r l y  t h a t  morning. It 
hadngt been d a y l i g h t  very  long ,  and I remember t h e  combat chop- 
p e r s  go i n  and they  s t r i k e  t h e  a r e a ,  f i r e  on them. 

& *  Gunships 'd 

A c  Y e s ,  s ir .  
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Q. You saw t h a t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  t h e  l a s t  p a r t  of it. W e  w e r e n ' t  t h e r e  
when they  s t a r t e d .  And i f  I remember c o r r e c t l y ,  w e  saw t h e  
t r o o p s  s t a r t  moving i n ,  i n t o  P i n k v i l l e ,  and w e  j u s t  observed,  
f lew around and observed f o r  a  whi le .  

Q. bout how long? 

A. I d o n ' t  know, s i r ,  it must have been r i g h t  around 
40 minutes ,  I b e l i e v e .  

Q. 40  minutes?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  and I remember s e e i n g  s e v e r a l  bodies  on 
t h e  ground. I t h i n k  t h e y  were k i l l e d  by t h e  gunships.  

Q- What makes you t h i n k  t h a t ?  

A. W e l l ,  t hey  w e r e  o u t s i d e  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  and i f  I 
remember c o r r e c t l y ,  t hey  w e r e  on one of t h e  s i d e s  t h a t  t h e  
company d i d n ' t  go i n  on. 

Q- W e ' l l  g e t  an a e r i a l  photograph i n  a few minutes 
and w e ' l l  f i x  a l i t t l e  b e t t e r  t h e  l o c a t i o n  where you saw t h e s e  
bodies .  

A. Again, i f  my memory's n o t  f a i l i n g  m e ,  w e  p icked  
up a couple p r i s o n e r s  o r  something. W e  dropped down f o r  j u s t  
a few minutes ,  I b e l i e v e ,  b u t  t h a t  was ,about a l l .  A l l  w e  d i d  
was more o r  less moliitoro 

Q. Can you r e c a l l  any unusual t r ansmiss ions  t h a t  you 
might have overheard ove r  t h e  n e t s ,  ove r  e i t h e r  t h e  Task Force 
Barker n e t  o r  t h e  b r i g a d e  n e t ,  from t h e  t ime you were monitor-
i n g  over  t h a t  a r e a ?  

A. No, sir. The only  t h i n g  I can say  about t h e  con--
v e r s a t i o n s  on t h e  n e t s  t h a t  morning, t h e  n e t s  t h a t  were l i n k -
i n g  us t o  t h e  ground, a i r -ground,  t hey  w e r e  u s u a l l y  k ind  of 
h a r r i e d  and h u r r i e d ,  and a l o t  of s t a t i c .  

Q. C l u t t e r e d  up? 
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A. Y e s ,  sir. The command n e t s  from t h e  head-
q u a r t e r s  and Colonel BARKER and such people  w e r e  always 
k ind  of  c a l m .  

9. L e t ' s  go back a l i t t l e  b i t  t o  t h e  t i m e  t h a t  you
a r r i v e d  i n  t h e  a rea .  Now, a r e  you s u r e  t h a t  you observed 
p a r t  of t h e  combat a s s a u l t ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  I d i d ,  sir. I ' m  n o t  s u r e .  Now, 
I went on q u i t e  a few of t h e s e  and t h e y  more o r  less 
g o t  jumbled toge the r .  I ' l l  have t o  say  t h a t  i n  a l l  
f a i r n e s s ,  because eve ry th ing  w e  d i d  t h a t  morning, w e  
d i d  o f t e n .  

MR WEST: Do you remember how you approached t h e  l i t t l e  
hamlet of My Lai  ( 4 )  , M r .  ADCOCK? Did you come r i g h t  
down from D o t t i e  o r  d i d  you come up from Duc Pho? Do 
you remember? 

A. No, sir. I don ' t .  

Q. Who was wi th  you i n  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r ;  you, Colonel 
HENDERSON, and who e l s e ?  

A. 
w e  had 
remembe 

There was a p i l o t  and c o p i l o t ,  of  cour se ,  and 
two gunners.  I f  t h e r e  was anyone else, I d o n ' t  

Do you remember t h e  names of t h e  p i l o t  and c o p i l o t ?  

A. I remember t h e  p i l o t  w e l l ,  s i r ,  it was M r .  COONEY. 

Q How about  t h e  c o p i l o t .  

A. No, s i r ,  they  swapped c o p i l o t s  on us q u i t e  a b i t .  

Q How about t h e  gunners? 

A. They d i d  a l o t  of swapping on t h a t  t o o ,  sir.  

Q No r e c o l l e c t i o n  a t  a l l ?  

A. No, sir.  

Q Who f u r n i s h e d  t h e  gunners,  Headquarters and Head-
q u a r t e r s  Company? 

A. No, s i r ,  t h e  gunners came from t h e  a v i a t i o n  u n i t  
where w e  drew our  choppers from. They f u r n i s h e d . t h e  gunners. 
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Q Was t h a t  o u t f i t  c a l l e d  Primo? 

A. N o ,  sir. 

Q. That w a s  your own? 

A. . That w a s  our  own a v i a t i o n  u n i t .  This was t h e  
a v i a t i o n  uni.t a t  t h e  base,  a t  Duc Pho. 

A. I be l i eve  it was. 

Q. Think back now. Was Major MCKNIGHT i n  t h e  h e l i -
copter  with you? Think back. Who was with you? 

A. H e  was a l ean  and t a l l  fe l low? 

Q- Blonde and s l ender .  

A. Wasn t he Colonel BARKER' s XO? O r  w a s  he? H e  
was a f f i l i a t e d  with Colonel BARKER, I be l i eve .  I d o n ' t  re-
member. I c a n ' t  say f o r  s u r e ,  sir. 

Q. We7.1, he w a s  t h e  S3 f o r  the  br igade .  

A. Y e s ,  sir, 

Q . He was Colonel HENDERSON'S S 3 .  

LTC MAIIAFFEY: Were you a l s o  t h e  RTO f o r  General LIPSCOMB 
when he w a s  commanding t h e  br igade? 

A. No, sir. 

Q You w e r e  no t?  

A. No, sir ,  h i s  a i d e  d i d  t h a t .  

(The hear ing  recessed  a t  1550 hours ,  29 January 
1970.3 

(The hea r ing  came t o  o rde r  a t  1553 hours ,  29 January 
1970.) 
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COL FRANKLIN: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  A l l  pe rsons  
p r e s e n t  when t h e  h e a r i n g  r eces sed  are aga in  p r e s e n t  w i t h  t h e  
excep t ion  o f  M r .  WEST. Colonel  MAHAF'FEY, w i l l  you cont inue  
your ques t ion ing .  

LTC MAHAFFEY: M r .  ADCOCK, I ' d  l i k e  t o  go back t o  your assco-
c i a t i o n  w i t h  General  LIPSCOMB. You i n d i c a t e d  you w e r e  n o t  h i s  
RTO. Were you a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  General  LIPSCOMB p r i o r  t o  C o l -
o n e l  HENDERSON assuming command of  t h e  b r i g a d e ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  I w a s  h i s  d r i v e r .  

Q- Did you a t t e n d  t h e  change of  command ceremony on 
t h e  morning of t h e  15 th?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

9. And then  became Colonel  HENDERSON'S r ad io t e l ephone  
o p e r a t o r ,  i s  t h a t  r i g h t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  he  informed me o f  t h e  change, I t h i n k ,  
about  a week be fo re .  

Q- Going back t o  M r .  WEST'S q u e s t i o n  concerning t h e  
personne l  who may have been i n  t h e  command and c o n t r ~ l  h e l i -
c o p t e r  on t h e  morning of  t h e  1 6 t h ,  I ' d  l i k e  t o  show you a 
photo i d e n t i f i e d  a s  E x h i b i t  P-53 and ask  you i f  you recognize  
t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  shown i n  t h a t  photograph? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q- Who i s  i t ?  

A. L i eu t enan t  Colonel  BLACKLEDGE. 

Q. Can you i d e n t i f y  any of  t h e  o t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l s  on 
t h e  r e v e r s e  s i d e ,  E x h i b i t s  P-49, P-50, P-51, or P-52? 

A. I know Colonel  HENDERSON and Major CALHOUN. 
c 

Q. Would you i d e n t i f y  them as t o  e x h i b i t  numbers p l e a s e ?  

A. Major Calhoun i s  P-49. 

Q- P-SO? 
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A. Colonel HENDERSON. 

Q. . And P-51? 

A .  Majo r  MCKNIGHT . 
Q And P-52? 

A. I don' t know. 

Q. Now we've o r i e n t e d  you on t h e  l a y o u t  of t h e  a e r i a l  
photograph which you have i n  f r o n t  of you (Exh ib i t  P - l ) ,  
g e n e r a l l y ,  showing My Lai ( 4 )  and t h e  surrounding a rea .  
Evidence t h a t  we have so f a r  i n d i c a t e s ,  a s  I s a i d  e a r l i e r ,  
t h a t  t he  command and c o n t r o l  h e l i c o p t e r  approached t h e  
a r e a  sometime around 0800 hours.  Now you've i n d i c a t e d  
t h a t  you thought  t h a t  you observed t h e  t a i l  end of t h e  
combat a s s a u l t .  I ' l l  f u r t h e r  o r i e n t  you. The evidence 
we  have i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e  landing  zone f o r  C/1/20 was 
j u s t  t o  t h e  west  of  t h e  hamlet  of My Lai ( 4 ) ,  about  i n  this 
area here .  A r t i l l e r y  p r e p a r a t i o n ,  4 t o  5 minutes ,  was 
f i r e d  i n  this g e n e r a l  a r e a  h e r e ,  p r i o r  t o  t h e  i n s e r t i o n  
of the  f i r s t  l i f t  of C Company. Then t h e r e  were h e l i -
cop te r  suppress ive  f i r e s  a l s o  placed i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of  
t h e  LZ p r i o r  t o  t h e  f i r s t  i n s e r t i o n .  Now going back t o  your 
prev ious  s t a t emen t ,  what do you r e c a l l  about t h a t  combat 
a s s a u l t ?  

A. Real ly  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  anything about  it. I saw 
s e v e r a l  whi le  I w a s  t h e r e ,  and I could be mistaken.  But t h e  
only t h i n g  t h a t  I a f f i l i a t e d  wi th  it was t h e  K I A ' s  and t h e  
combat a s s a u l t .  T h a t ' s  t h e  only  reason  I s a i d  t h a t .  

Q Did you observe when you f i r s t  came i n t o  t h e  a r e a  
any gunships f i r i n g  i n t o  t h e  a r e a  t h a t  I i n d i c a t e d  was t h e  
landing  zone? 

(MR WEST r e j o i n e d  t h e  hea r ing .  ) 

A. I t h i n k  I d i d ,  yes ,  sir.  

Q. I ' d  l i k e  t o  e n t e r  i n t o  evidence two 8-by-10 photo-
graphs.  The f i r s t  i s  an 8-by-10 photograph, c o l o r ,  taken by 
L ieu tenan t  ALAUX on t h e  morning of 1 6  March 1968, showing t h e  
My Lai ( 4 )  v i c i n i t y  and t h e  l i f t  s h i p  i n  which L ieu tenan t  ALAUX 
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was f l y i n g ,  and one of t h e  o t h e r  l i f t  s h i p s .  I t  was taken 
from t h e  south-southwest i n  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of t h e  north-north- 
e a s t .  

RCDR: This  i s  e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  record  and i d e n t i f i e d  a s  
Exh ib i t  P-195. 

Q- The second i s  e s s e n t i a l l y  t h e  same type  of photo-
grah showing g e n e r a l l y  t h e  same scene except  t h a t  it appears 
t h a t  it i s  taken from a  s l i g h t l y  h igher  a l t i t u d e  and g r e a t e r  
d i s t a n c e  from My Lai  ( 4 ) .  

RCDR: This  i s  en te red  i n t o  t h e  record  and i d e n t i f i e d  as  
Exhib i t  P-196. 

Q- Let  me j u s t  ask you, M r .  ADCOCR, t o  t a k e  a look 
a t  both of the..ss photographs and s e e  i f  they  might h e l p  you 
r e c o l l e c t  anything concerning t h e  combat a s s a u l t .  

MR WEST: Both of t h e s e  a r e  taken from t h e  south of My Lai 
( 4 ) ,  approaching it. I f  you n o t i c e ,  you can i d e n t i f y  some of  
t h e  t e r r a i n  f e a t u r e s  t h e r e .  

LTC MAHAFFEY: Do they  look f a m i l i a r  t o  you? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q- And t o  t h e  b e s t  of your r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  do you th ink  
t h a t  you observed gunships f i r i n g  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of t h e  v i l -  
l age  on t h a t  morning? 

A. I b e l i e v e  s o ,  y e s ,  sir. 

Q. Now a s  you came i n t o  t h e  a r e a ,  do you r e c a l l  
e i t h e r  see ing  o r  hear ing  over  t h e  r a d i o ,  information about a 
couple of armed i n d i v i d u a l s  nor th  of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  up here .  
Ind ica t ions  a r e  they  were o r b i t i n g  t h i s  a r e a  and perhaps 
popping r e d  smoke o r  smoke of some kind  when you f i r s t  came 
i n t o  t h e  a rea .  

A. Yes, s i r ,  I b e l i e v e  so .  There were people running 
o u t  of t h i s  v i l l a g e .  

Q. People were running ou t?  
,-
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A. Y e s ,  sir. 


Q- I n  which d i r e c t i o n ?  


A. I b e l i e v e  toward t h e  nor th  he re ,  sir.  I th ink  one 
s h i p  s p o t t e d  them and another  one came i n  t o  a s s i s t ,  I be l i eve .  

Q. Did t h e  engagement t ake  p lace  a f t e r  you a r r i v e d  i n  
t h e  a rea ,  o r  had they  a l ready been k i l l e d  and they  were j u s t  
being marked when you a r r i v e d  i n  t h e  a rea?  Can you r e c a l l ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  it happened j u s t  a few minutes a f t e r  w e  
a r r ived .  

Q. Af te r  you a r r i v e d ?  

A. Yes, sir.  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  whether Colonel HENDERSON o r  maybe 
Major MCKNIGHT made t ransmiss ions  i n  regard t o  those  two 
i n d i v i d u a l s  when you g o t  i n t o  t h e  a rea?  

A. No, s ir .  

Q. You c a n ' t  r e c a l l  o r  you d o n ' t  t h ink  they  d id?  

A. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l ,  sir. 

Q. Now, t h e  next  i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  we have i s  t h a t ,  a s  
you i n d i c a t e d ,  people were coming o u t  of t h i s  a rea .  A l a r g e  
group of them were moving o f f  t o  t h e  southwest along t h i s  
route?  Do you r e c a l l  see ing  t h a t ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. How many people do you th ink  t h e r e  were? 

A. There were q u i t e  a few. I ' d  say a t  l e a s t  between 
30 and 5 0 ,  t h a t ' s  as many a s  I observed. 

Q. T h i r t y  t o  f i f t y ?  

A. . Y e s ,  sir.  Of course,  normally t h i s  happens when- 
eve r  t h e r e  w a s  a combat a s s a u l t .  
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Q .  Do you r e c a l l  any t r a n s m i s s i o n s  by e i t h e r  
Colonel  HENDERSON o r  Major M C K N I G H T  made w i t h  r e s p e c t  
t o  t h e s e  people  l e a v i n g  t o  t h e  s o u t h e a s t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  I t  seems a t  one t i m e ,  it might 
n o t  have been t h i s  t ime ,  b u t  one t i m e  h e  commented, he 
never  d i d  comment a t  any length--

Q .- ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Who was he? 

A.  Colonel  HENDERSON. He'd s ay  something l i k e ,  
"There t h e y  go ,"  o r  "Look a t  them," o r  something l i k e  
t h a t .  I t  w a s n ' t  a t r ansmis s ion  o r  any th ing .  

Q- I t  was n o t  a t r ansmis s ion  t o  Colonel  Barker ,  
C Company, o r  any of t h e  e lements?  

A.  No, sir.  

Q A l l  r i g h t .  Do you r e c a l l  you t a l k e d  about  
p i c k i n g  up two p r i s o n e r s ,  dropping down and p i c k i n g  them 
up? L e t  me back up a l i t t l e  b i t .  Do you r e c a l l  s e e i n g  
any bodies  when you f i r s t  came i n t o  t h e  a r e a ?  Do you 
r e c a l l  t h e  two gunships  about  t h i s  t i m e  w e r e  o r b i t i n g  
he re  and marking l o c a t i o n s ?  Did you see any o t h e r  bodies  
a t  t h a t  t ime  t h a t  you can r e c a l l ?  

A. No, sir.  

Q How about  t o  t h e  sou th  of t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. The f i r s t  t i m e  t h a t  I saw them w a s  when we 
f i r s t  came i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q - When you f i r s t  g o t  i n t o  t h e  a r e a ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  I d o n ' t  know which d i r e c t i o n  we 
came from. 

Q. I n d i c a t i o n s  t h a t  we have a r e  t h a t  you came 
g e n e r a l l y  from t h e  n o r t h .  
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A. That was when I would have saw them. 

Q. Where? 

A .  On t h e  road and s i d e  of  t h e  road,  and some 
w e r e  i n  t h e  paddies .  

Q Would you t a k e  t h a t  g rease  p e n c i l  and j u s t  
t r y  t o  mark a s  b e s t  you can r e c o l l e c t  where you s a w  t h e  
bodies  when you f i r s t  came i n t o  t h e  a rea .  Put  a circle 
i n  t h e  g e n e r a l  a rea .  You s a i d  you came i n ,  I b e l i e v e ,  
from about t h i s  d i r e c t i o n .  

A. I t  would have t o  be r i g h t  i n  h e r e ,  s i r ,  be-
cause I remember it was k ind  of  c l e a r ,  j u s t  a few rows 
of trees. This  i s  t h e  only  p l a c e  it could be ,  r i g h t  i n  
here .  

Q I n  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  corner?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir ,  because t h e  rest of  i t ' s  p r e t t y  
dense. 

Q Would you p u t  a number 1 i n  t h a t  c i r c l e ?  

(The wi tness  p laced  a number 1 i n  t h e  circle 
t h a t  he had drawn on t h e  n o r t h e a s t  corner  of t h e  v i l l a g e  
of My Lai  ( 4 )  on E x h i b i t  P-1.) 

How many bodies  do y o u ' t h i n k  you saw? 

A. Between 1 2  t o  15. 

Q Now d i d  you see any o t h e r  bodies  when you
f i r s t  came i n t o  t h e  a r e a ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  what a l t i t u d e  you were when 
you saw t h e s e ?  

A. T h i r t y  f e e t .  

Q- T h i r t y  f e e t ?  

1 2  
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A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q *  You w e r e  down low? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  we w e r e  f l y i n g  j u s t  above t h e  ground. 

Why? 

A. When w e  came i n  and went down and c i r c l e d  f o r  
a l i t t l e  b i t ,  t h a t ' s  when I s a w  them. 

Q. When you f i r s t  g o t  i n  t h e r e ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. A r e  you very s u r e  of  t h a t ?  I ' m  n o t  q u e s t i o n i n g  
you. I t ' s  impor tan t  t o  t r y  t o  f i x  a t i m e  when t h i s  happen-
ed. When you f i r s t  g o t  i n t o  t h e  a r e a ,  o r  perhaps  l a t e r  on. 

A. We went down p r e t t y  low and c i r c l e d  a couple  of 
t i m e s ,  and we p icked  up t h e  p r i s o n e r s ,  

Q- A l l  r i g h t  now, l e t  m e  t e l l  you t h a t  t h e  ev id-
ence w e  have i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  you p icked  up t h e  p r i s o n e r s  wi th-
i n  about  5 o r  1 0  minutes a f t e r  you g o t  i n t o  t h e  a r e a .  What 
I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  p i n  down i s  what you saw r i g h t  o f f  t h e  b a t ,  
when you f i r s t  came i n  t h e  a r ea .  

A. I d i d n ' t  n o t i c e  anyth ing .  

Q. You d i d n ' t  s e e  anyth ing  a t  t h a t  t ime? 

A. No, sir.  I w a s  s i t t i n g  i n  t h e  middle of  t h e  
chopper, t h e r e ' s  a s e a t  on each s i d e .  I w a s  r i g h t  i n  
f r o n t  of t h e  r a d i o .  And I c o u l d n ' t  see very  w e l l  what 
w a s  going on u n t i l  we s t a r t e d  c i r c l i n g  and t h e  chopper 
banked. 

Q. Banked? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  and t h e n  I could  s e e  down. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  any th ing  o t h e r  t h a n  t h e  gunships
o r b i t i n g  t o  t h e  n o r t h  of t h e  v i l l a g e  up h e r e ,  marking t h e s e  
two bod ie s .  D o  you r e c a l l  any th ing  e l s e  t h a t  might have 
happened b e f o r e  you went down t o  p i c k  up t h e  p r i s o n e r s  o r  
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t h a t  you might have seen?  

A. NO,  s ir .  I c a n ' t .  

Q.  Now when you went down t o  p i c k  up t h e s e  p r i -
s o n e r s ,  do you recall  where you p icked  them up? 

A. Once a g a i n ,  I remember t h a t  it was p r e t t y  
s p a r s e l y  popu la t ed  by t r e e s  and s t u f f .  I t  w a s  more i n  
t h i s  area. 

Q Might have been a long  t h a t  highway? 

A. Along t h i s  highway h e r e ,  s i r  ( p o i n t i n g  t o  
Highway 5 2 1 ) ?  I d o n ' t  know, I c a n ' t  s ay  f o r  s u r e .  

Q We t h i n k ,  based  on what w e  know, t h a t  you 
probably dropped down and p i cked  up two p r i s o n e r s  o r  
s u s p e c t s  i n  t h i s  g e n e r a l  a r e a ,  p r e t t y  much a long  t h a t  
road  i t s e l f .  You c a n ' t  r e c o l l e c t  any of  t h e  d e t a i l s  
concerning t h a t  p ickup? 

A. No, sir.  But t h e r e  w a s  someone else i n  t h e  
chopper w i t h  u s  b e s i d e s  Colonel  HENDERSON and myse l f .  I 
c a n ' t  s ay  f o r  s u r e  it w a s  Major MCKNIGHT,  b u t  whoever it 
w a s  g o t  o u t  and g o t  t h e s e  two peop le ,  I b e l i e v e .  

Q W a s  it a doorgunner? 

A. One of  t h e n  w a s  a doorgunner. 

Q. That  went o u t  t o  g e t  them? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  I b e l i e v e  t h e r e  was somebody else. 

Q The doorgunner and one o t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l ? ,  

A. The doorgunner was t h e  main one.  H e  jumped, 
j u s t  about  o f f  t h e  b a t ,  he jumped o u t  and went and round-
e d  them up, he and o u r  passenger .  

Q Did you t i e  them up? 

A. I b e l i e v e  s o  b u t  I ' m  n o t  p o s i t i v e .  
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Q. Where d i d  you s i t  them i n  t h e  helicopter? It 
was g e t t i n g  p r e t t y  crowded about t h a t  time? 

A. Yes, it was. 

Q. Were they  s i t t i n g  on t h e  f l o o r ?  

A. One was, I b e l i e v e ,  and one was on t h e  s e a t .  

Q. How long were you on t h e  ground, do you
t h i n k ,  while  you were p icking  them up? 

A. I t  d i d n ' t  t ake  more than  a few seconds. It 
wasn ' t long. 

Q. Were t h e r e  any ground t roops ,  U.S. ground 
t roops ,  around while  you were p icking  them up? 

A. I didn ' t see  any. 

Q You d i d n ' t  s ee  any a t  a l l ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q- Did you hear  any f i r i n g ?  

A. Yes, s i r ,  it seemed l i k e  you would hea r  a 
l i t t l e  popping. You c o u l d n ' t  h e a r  it wel l .  

Q - Nothing i n  t h a t  immediate a rea?  

A. No, sir. 

Q. Did your doorgunner do any f i r i n g  as  you 
went down t o  pick them up? 

A. H e  f i r e d  a couple t imes t o  t r y  t o  make them 
s top .  He d i d n ' t  h i t  them. 

Q- Your doorgunner? 
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A. Yes, I be l i eve .  

Q How about a scou t  sh ip?  

A .  Y e s ,  s ir ,  t h e r e  was a Primo scou t  s h i p .  

Q I n  t h a t  a rea?  

A. Yes, sir.  He was t h e  one t h a t  c a l l e d .  

Q Cal led you? 

A. Yes, sir.  and t o l d  us. I th ink  he thought  
they were suspec t s ,  I be l i eve .  

Q And then  you went down and picked them up. 

A. Yes, and he was down f u r t h e r  from us.  

Q. A t  t h e  t ime you went down? 

A. Yes. 

Q Was he doing any f i r i n g  o r  could you t e l l ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  he too  was t r y i n g  t o  s i g n a l  us ,  
shoot ing i n  f r o n t  of them o r  around them, t r y i n g  t o  make 
them s top .  

Q You th ink  your doorgunner f i r e d  some warn-
i n g  sho t s  i n  f r o n t  of t h e  people t o  s t o p  them? 

A. I b e l i e v e  he d id .  I ' m  n o t  s u r e ,  I c a n ' t  be 
p o s i t i v e .  

Q 
next?  

A f t e r  you picked them up, what d i d  you do 

A. We went back up, b u t  I c o u l d n ' t  say f o r  how 
long. 

Q Did you t ake  t h e  p r i s o n e r s  back? 

A. Yes, s i r ,  we took them back t o  Duc Pho. 

16 
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Q- Do you remember observing,  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h i s ,  
t h e  second combat a s s a u l t  which would have been over  i n  
t h e  v i c i n i t y  of P i n k v i l l e ,  over  here  by B Company? 

A. N o ,  sir. 

Q. You do n o t  recal l  observing t h a t ?  

A. N o ,  sir. 

Q. D o  you r e c a l l  a f t e r  having picked up t h e s e  
p r i s o n e r s  going back over t o  where you had t h e  two bodies 
over here? Perhaps Colonel HENDERSON o r  Major MCKNIGHT 
w e r e  t a l k i n g  t o  some of t h e  ground elements and t r y i n g  
t o  g e t  them t o  come ou t  t o  p ick  up weapons from t h e s e  two 
bodies? 

A. N o ,  s ir ,  n o t  t h a t  I remember. Most of t h e  
t i m e  I c o u l d n ' t  monitor t h e  t ransmiss ion  un less  it was 
p r e t t y  lengthy because I was t o o  busy t r y i n g  t o  change 
channels f o r  him. 

Q. For whom? 

A. Colonel HENDERSON. 

Q Was he doing q u i t e  a b i t  of t a l k i n g  t h a t  
morning? 

A. More than  usua l ,  I ' d  say.  he d i d n ' t  t a l k  t o o  
much, bu t  he d i d  more than he usua l ly  d i d  t h a t  morning. 

Q- How about Major MCKNIGHT. 

A. H e  d i d  a l i t t l e  t o o ,  I be l i eve .  There w a s  
someone t h e r e .  I ' m  n o t  p o s i t i v e  it w a s  Major MCKNIGHT.  

Q. D o  you r e c a l l  any ground elements moving o u t  
toward t h e  t w o  bodies--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  No, sir.  

9 T o  pick up t h e  weapons? 
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A. N o .  

Q You do n o t ?  

A. No, sir.  

Q I'd l i k e  f o r  you t h i n k  a g a i n  about  where you
took  t h e  s u s p e c t s  a f t e r  you took  them up. L e t  m e  a sk  you 
f i r s t ,  do  you r e c a l l  how l o n g  you s t a y e d  i n  t h e  area w i t h  
t h e  two s u s p e c t s ,  how l o n g  you o r b i t e d  t h e  a r e a ?  

A. No, s i r ,  I c a n ' t  recall .  I d o n ' t  know how 
long  w e  s t a y e d .  

Q W e l l ,  w e  t h i n k ,  ba sed  on what w e  know, w e  
t h i n k  maybe you s t a y e d  i n  t h e  a r e a  f o r  a n o t h e r  2 0  maybe 
30 minu tes  a t  l e a s t ,  j u s t  i n  t h a t  a r e a ,  wa tch ing  t h e  pro-
g r e s s  of t h e  o p e r a t i o n .  Now w a s  it d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d  
o f  t i m e  t h a t  you s a w  t h e  b o d i e s  t h a t  you t a l k e d  abou t  
e a r l i e r ?  

A. A f t e r  w e  p i c k e d  those--

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  A f t e r  you p i cked  up t h e  p r i -
s o n e r s ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q When d i d  you? 

A. Before  w e  p i cked  them up. W e l l ,  as w e  w e r e  
p i c k i n g  them up. I d o n ' t  remember e x a c t l y  where w e  
p i cked  them up, I remember what t h e  t e r r a i n  w a s  l i k e .  

Q W e l l ,  w e ' r e  p r e t t y  s u r e ,  M r .  ADCOCK, t h a t  it 
w a s  down i n  t h i s  a r e a  where t h e  command and c o n t r o l  h e l i -
c o p t e r s  went down and p i c k e d  up t h e  two p r i s o n e r s  o r  
two s u s p e c t s ,  Now can you fix in your  mind whe ther  it 
was b e f o r e  you went down t o  p i c k  them up, o r  a t  t h e  t i m e  
you went down t o  p i c k  them up, o r  a f t e r  you p i c k e d  them 
up t h a t  you f i r s t  s a w  t h e s e  1 2  t o  15 bod i e s?  

A. I know it w a s n ' t  a f t e r .  
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Q What makes you s u r e  of t h a t ?  

A. Because it was one of t h e  f i r s t  t h i n g s  t h a t  
I s a w ,  I ' m  p o s i t i v e  of t h a t .  I t  was one of t h e  f i r s t  
t h ings  t h a t  I r e a l l y  no t i ced ,  and t h a t ' s  about t h e  only 
t h i n g  p o s i t i v e  I can t e l l  you. But I d o n ' t  t h i n k  they 
were down here .  

Q 0 The bodies? 

A. No, sir. 

Q Where do you t h i n k  they  were? 

A. Like I s a i d  be fo re ,  according t o  t h e  way 
t h e  map looks, .  it was t h i s  a r e a  here .  Eecause l i k e  I 
s a i d ,  it more f i t s  t h e  d e s c r i p t i o n  I have i n  my memory, 
t h i s  a rea .  

Q- The n o r t h e a s t  corner  of t h e  v i l l a g e .  I ' d  
l i k e  you t o  t ake  a look a t  another  a e r i a l  photograph 
he re ,  i d e n t i f i e d  a s  Exh ib i t  P-45. Now t h i s  i s  an ob-
l i q u e  s h o t  looking from t h i s  genera l  d i r e c t i o n  he re  t o  
t h e  nor theas t .  Now looking a t  it from t h a t  viewpoint,  
you can see  a r i v e r  coming around here.  Do you s t i l l  
th ink  t h e  bodies  you saw were up i n  t h i s  p o r t i o n  o r  
where? 

A. I t h i n k  I remember t h i s  row of t r e e s  he re .  

Q Poin t ing  t o  t h e  southwest co rne r  of t h e  
v i l l a g e .  

A. This  was r i g h t  here .  

Q Do you remember where you saw t h e  b o d i e s  
i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h a t  corner? 

A. Right here .  

Q I n d i c a t i n g  i n  t h e  southwest corner .  

A. That would pu t  my previous s ta tement  o f f  
a l i t t l e  b i t .  
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Q W e l l ,  a lmost  2 y e a r s  have gone by. I t ' s  ha rd  
t o  r e c o l l e c t .  

A. I remember t h e s e  t r e e s  l i k e  t h i s .  There w a s  a 
row of t r e e s ,  and i t  w a s  r i g h t  a long  i n  t h e s e  trees. I t  
seems l i k e  t h e r e  w a s  a l i t t l e  t r a i l  r i g h t  h e r e .  

Q A l i t t l e  t r a i l ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q L e t ' s  t a k e  a look a t  ano the r  s h o t  h e r e .  Th i s  
i s  a v e r t i c a l  s h o t  i d e n t i f i e d  a s  E x h i b i t  P-158 o f  t h e  same 
v i l l a g e .  Now t h e  a r e a  where you were j u s t  l ook ing ,  t h i s  
i s  t h e  sou thwes t  c o r n e r  he re .  You can see a t r a i l  running 
o u t  t o  t h e  sou th .  T h a t ' s  t h e  sma l l  t r a i l  h e r e .  W e  a l s o  
have ano the r  t r a i l  coming due s o u t h  about t h e  c e n t e r  of 
t h e  v i l l a g e ,  coming due sou th  down t o  521. Were t h e s e  
bodies  a long  t h i s  r o u t e ,  o r  w e r e  t h e y  n e a r  t h e  hamlet  .it-
s e l f ?  

A. I c o u l d n ' t  s a y  f o r  s u r e .  I know t h e r e  w a s  a 
t r a i l ,  I know t h e r e  w a s  a row of  t r e e s - -

Q . ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  W e l l ,  i f  y o u ' l l  n o t i c e  t h i s  
t r a i l  t h a t  goes due sou th  o u t  of  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  t h e r e  a r e  
t r e e s  a t  v a r i o u s  s p o t s  a long  i n  h e r e ,  and of cou r se  t h e r e  
i s  a t r e e  l i n e  a long  Route 521. Now do you t h i n k  t h a t  it 
might have been a long  Route 521;or a long  t h i s  r o u t e  com-
i n g  due sou th  o u t  of  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  o r  i n  t h e  sou thwes t  
co rne r  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. I c o u l d n ' t  s a y  f o r  s u r e .  

Q W e l l ,  I ' d  l i k e  t o  have you mark, i f  you w i l l ,  
on t h i s  a e r i a l  photograph t o  t h e  b e s t  you can r e c o l l e c t  
where you s a w  t h e  12  t o  15 b o d i e s ,  r ecogn iz ing  t h a t  you 
may be o f f  some because of t h e  l a p s e  of  t ime involved .  
A r e  you of t h e  op in ion  now t h a t  you d i d  n o t  see them i n  
t h e  n o r t h e a s t  c o r n e r  of  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  because I know I saw t h e  trees, t h e  
row of  trees. I t  w a s  k ind  of unusual  because you d o n ' t  
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f i n d  them i n  rows. And t h e r e  was a t r a i l  o r  a d i t c h  o r  
something s i m i l a r  t o  a t r a i l ,  and they  were along t h a t  
t r e e  l i n e  and t r a i l .  

Q Were t h e  bodies  spread  o u t  o r  were they  
p r e t t y  c l o s e  toge the r?  

A. No, sir ,  they were no t  c l o s e  t o g e t h e r .  

a .  They were n o t  c l o s e  toge the r?  

A. The major i ty  of them weren 't. 

Q Where not?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q - What d i s t a n c e  d i d  t h e  bodies  cover ,  25 
meters? 

A. I ' d  say about 25 t o  30 meters .  

Q. Twenty-f i v e  t o  t h i r t y  meters? 

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q And you es t ima te  i n  t h a t  25 t o  30 
meters ,  12 t o  15 bodies? 

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q Could you t e l l  what they were? 

A. I d i d n ' t  pay t h a t  much a t t e n t i o n .  

Q. Were they  uniformed o r  could you t e l l ?  

A. They looked l i k e  j u s t  any o t h e r s  over  t h e r e .  
I d o n ' t  t h ink  they  had. I d o n ' t  know, I c a n ' t  say f o r  
su re .  

Q- But you were about 30 f e e t  o f f  t h e  ground a t  
t h e  time you saw them? 
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A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  I remember w e  were c l o s e .  

Q. Were you hove r ing  o r  j u s t  hopping a t  t h e  t i m e  
you s a w  them? 

A. No, sir.  W e  w e r e n ' t  hover ing.  

Q Fly ing  a t  a low a l t i t u d e ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q Did you g e t  a good look a t  them a t  a l l  o r  
j u s t  a f l e e t i n g  look? 

A. I t  w a s n ' t  a r e a l  good look .  I t  w a s  s o r t  of 
more than  a f l e e t i n g  look.  I looked a t  them two o r  t h r e e  
t i m e s .  

Q- Two o r  t h r e e  t imes?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q- And s t i l l  c o u l d n ' t  t e l l  whether t h e y  w e r e  
k i d s ,  o l d  men, a mix tu re ,  o r  what? 

A. No, s i r .  

Q- And you b e l i e v e  you s a w  them p r i o r  t o  p ick-
i n g  up t h e  two s u s p e c t s ?  

A. y e s ,  sir. 

Q W e  b e l i e v e ,  M r .  ADCOCK, t h a t  you t9.3k t h e  two 
s u s p e c t s  back t o  LZ D o t t i e  r a t h e r  t han  Duc Pho. Do you 
r e c a l l  t a k i n g  them back t o  D o t t i e ?  

A. No, s i r ,  n o t  r e a l l y ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  I 
know w e  took them back t o  an LZ. I couldn ' t  s a y  f o r  s u r e .  

Q I t h i n k  t h e  ev idence  i s  p r e t t y  c l e a r  t h a t  you 
d i d  t a k e  them back t o  D o t t i e .  Apparent ly  wh i l e  you were 
t h e r e ,  General  KOSTER came i n ,  o r  w a s  t h e r e .  Do you re-
c a l l  t h a t ?  
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A. Yes, sir. 

Q You do r e c a l l  what, him being t h e r e  o r  coming 
in? 

A. I d o n ' t  know, sir. I c o u l d n ' t  say f o r  su re .  

Q- Well, what we th ink  happened i s  t h a t  you took 
t h e  two suspec t s  back t o  Dot t ie .  They were turned  over-
t o  M I  i n t e r r o g a t o r s ,  PW i n t e r r o g a t o r s .  Do you remember 
t h a t ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. Do you remember who took them down t o  t h e  PW 
cage, o r  d i d  somebody come from t h e  PW cage t o  t h e  chopper 
or--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  No, sir. I d o n ' t  know. 

Q. You had them i n  t h e  chopper now, and they  had t o  
g e t  down t h e r e .  You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  how t h a t  happened? 

A. No. 

Q When you dropped t h e s e  p r i s o n e r s  o f f ,  d i d  you 
immediately t a k e  o f f  and go back t o  t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  a r e a ,  
o r  was it a t  t h a t  t ime you saw General KOSTER. 

A. Again, I c a n ' t  say f o r  su re .  The reason t h a t  
I ' m  no t  c e r t a i n  i s  General KOSTER came down s e v e r a l  times 
when w e  were t h e r e ,  and we'd have a p u t  down. This hap-
pened f requent ly .  I c a n ' t  say f o r  s u r e  t h a t  it d i d n ' t  
happen t h i s  morning t h a t  we ' re  t a l k i n g  about. 

Q. Again, from t h e  evidence we have it looks l i k e  
Colonel HENDERSON'S command and c o n t r o l  h e l i c o p t e r  was on 
t h e  ground, probably r e f u e l i n g  a t  Dot t ie .  General KOSTER 
then came i n  and a f t e r  he had go t t en  on t h e  ground he and 
Colonel HENDERSON t a l k e d  f o r  a while .  Do you r e c a l l  t h e i r  
beihg t o g e t h e r  and t a l k i n g  a while? 
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A. I b e l i e v e  s o ,  b u t  I ' m  n o t  s u r e .  

Q L e t  m e  go back aga in .  Do you r e c a l l  how long  
you were on t h e  ground a t  t h e  t ime you took t h e s e  two sus-
p e c t s  back? 

A .  No, sir. 

Q. How about  Colonel  BARKER, do you remember 
s e e i n g  him on t h e  ground a t  t h a t  t ime? 

A. No, sir. 

Q Do you remember Colonel  LUPER? 

A. The name sounds f a m i l i a r .  

Q H e  w a s  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  b a t t a l i o n  commander? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q- Do you remember him b e i n g  t h e r e  w i t h  you 
t h a t  morning? 

A. No, sir. 

Q You're n o t  s u r e  whether  Colonel  BARKER w a s  
on t h e  ground a t  t h a t  t i m e  o r  whether  you s a w  him a t  
t h a t  t ime? 

A. N O ,  I ' m  n o t  s u r e .  

Q You do r e c a l l  t a k i n g  t h e  p r i s o n e r s  back and 
dropping them o f f ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q You do n o t  recall  how long  you w e r e  on t h e  
ground? 

A. No, sir. 

Q Do you recal l  some in fo rma t ion  coming back 
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from t h a t  PW team t h a t  t h e s e  two p r i s o n e r s  r e a l l y  weren ' t  
p r i s o n e r s ,  t h a t  they  were r e a l l y  PF's  t h a t  had bcen h e l d  
by t h e  VC f o r  a whi le .  

A. No, sir. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t .  

Q Now a f t e r  you dropped t h e  p r i s o n e r s  o f f ,  d i d  
you go back over  t h e  a r e a ,  over  t h e  My L a i  ( 4 )  a r e a ?  

- A. I d o n ' t  know, sir.  

Q Colonel HENDERSON has  t o l d  us t h a t  a f t e r  t h e  
s u s p e c t s  w e r e  dropped o f f ,  they  went back ove r  t h e  opera-
t i o n a l  a rea .  Do you r e c a l l  anything about t h e  pe r iod  of 
t i m e  t h a t  you went back over  t h e  a r e a ?  

A. No. 

COL FRANKLIN: Do you t h i n k  you've g o t  t h e  r i g h t  day? 
This  was probably your f i r s t  CA? 

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q Now you s t a r t e d  o f f  your t o u r  i n  Vietnam a s  
General L I P S C O M B ' s  d r i v e r ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q- You became Colonel HENDERSON'S RTO. You've 
go t  two VC. You'd probably never  been nex t  t o  a VC be-
f o r e .  You probably had never  seen  one b e f o r e ,  had you? 

A. Right.  

Q H e r e  i s  one of t h e s e  guys probably s i t t i n g  
n e x t  t o  you, and one of them i s  down on t h e  f l o o r .  You 
d o n ' t  have any f e e l i n g s  about t h i s ,  l i k e  he might 
a t t a c k  you o r  might t r y  t o  jump o u t  o r  push you? 

A. 'I w a s  watching them, sir.  

Q. You w e r e  watching them, s o  you remember? Now 
most people  a r e  uncomfortable i n  a h e l i c o p t e r  when you've 
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g o t  Vietnamese w i t h  you, VC anyway. I t ' s  ve ry  impor tan t .  
I want you t o  t r y  t o  remember h e r e  and j u s t  be  p a t i e n t  
w i th  us.  Now t r y  t o  t h i n k ,  was it s o r t  of a  long  t i m e  
you were uncomfortable  o r  wary o r  watching t h e s e  V i e t -
namese, o r  you j u s t  s o r t  of  f l ew r i g h t  w i th  them and 
dropped them o f f  somewhere? 

A. No, sir. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  it w a s  a long  p e r i o d  
of time. 

Q Could you have s t a y e d  up i n  t h e  a i r  about  
h a l f  an hour  o r  less t h a n  h a l f  an hour? 

A. I c a n ' t  s ay  f o r  s u r e ,  sir. 

Q. Okay, somebody runs  up t o  your chopper and 
t a k e s  t h e s e  two VC. Can you r e c a l l  now i f  u s u a l l y  
about  t h i s  t i m e  most people  i n  a h e l i c o p t e r  have t o  
r e l i e v e  themselves?  You had been f l y i n g  about  an hour ,  
hour and one-ha l f ;  you probably  had c o f f e e .  Do you 
r e c a l l  g e t t i n g  o u t  o f  t h e  chopper and t a k i n g  a rest ,  
shak ing  your l e g s .  Again, t h i s  i s  your f i r s t  day; you 
j u s t  cap tured  some VC? 

A. No, s i r .  I d o n ' t  remember. 

Q You j u s t  c a n ' t  q u i t e  remember. W a s  t h i s  
v i l l a g e  burn ing?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  t h e r e  was a l i t t l e  smoke. 

Q. What do you mean a l i t t l e  smoke? 

A. Well,  I was under t h e  impress ion gunships--
I t h i n k  t h a t ' s  what I remember smoke from. 

Q You s a w  smoke i n  t h e  hamlet?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q You assume i t ' s  gunsh ips .  Why do you as-
sume i t ' s  gunsh ips?  
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A. No b a s i s .  

Q T h a t ' s  okay, I j u s t  want t o  know what you 
thought .  I f  you thought  it was gunships ,  f i n e .  I ' d  
j u s t  l i k e  t o  know why thought  t h a t .  

A. When a  gunship f ires a r o c k e t ,  you see 
when it h i t s ,  a l i t t l e  f i r e  and a l i t t l e  smoke. I 
w a s  under t h e  impress ion  t h a t ' s  what 'I n o t i c e d .  

Q W e l l ,  you d i d n ' t  see a l o t  of  hootches  
burn ing  then?  

A. No, sir. 

Q. ' Thes l  bod ie s  you s a w ,  d i d  you see any k i d s '  
bod ie s?  

A. NO, sir. 

Q W e l l ,  you go wheel ing around i n  t h e  chopper 
and you suddenly look o u t  and everybody sees 15  bodies .  
The re ' s  u s u a l l y  something on t h e  intercom. Do you re-
c a l l  anyth ing ,  anybody t a l k i n g  o r  s a y i n g  anyth ing  about 
t h e  bod ie s?  

A. No. 
. . 

Q Nobody p o i n t e d  o u t  t h e  b o d i e s  t o  anybody
e l s e ?  

A. NO, sir. 

Q D i d n ' t  t h a t  seem s t r a n g e  t o  you? 

A. W e l l ,  a l l  of  us i n  t h e  chopper,  w e  could  
a l l  s e e  them. 

Q Did you have s e a t s  on t h e  chopper? Was 
Colonel HENDERSON--was he  r i d i n g  look ing  i n  t h e  same 
d i r e c t i o n  a s  t h e  p i l o t ,  o r  was he i n  a s e a t  t h a t  look-
e d  s t r a i g h t  o u t  t h e  door? 
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A. No, s i r ,  he was f a c i n g  t h e  same d i r e c t i o n  as 
t h e  p i l o t .  H e  was d i r e c t l y  behind t h e  p i l o t .  

Q Everybody w a s  f a c i n g  t h e  same d i r e c t i o n  t h e  
p i l o t s  f a c e .  You d i d n ' t  have t h e  s i d e  seats e x c e p t  t h e  
doorgunner,  and everybody,  you s a i d ,  cou ld  see t h o s e  
bodies?  

A. Of cou r se  now, Colonel  HENDERSON, h i s  w a s  
u n l i k e  t h e  r e s t  o f  o u r  s e a t s .  Of course  now, t h e  seats 
a r e  j u s t  b a r s ,  a l i t t l e  t h i n g  a c r o s s  it. The person  on 
t h e  end can swing h i s  l e g s  and loolc o u t ,  f a c e  o u t  t h e  
door t h a t  y o u ' r e  r e f e r r i n g  t o ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  Colone l  
HENDERSON could  have.  Now, o f  cou r se ,  he can l e a n  o u t .  

Q. I was r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  sometimes 
they  have seats t h a t  are up p e r p e n d i c u l a r  t o  t h e  d i r e c -
t i o n  which t h e  p i l o t s  are f a c i n g ,  b u t  you d i d n ' t  have 
t h o s e  i n  yours?  

A. No. 

Q What impress ion  d i d  you have? You l i s t e n e d  
t o  a l o t  of r a d i o  t r a f f i c .  You're w i t h  t h e  b r i g a d e  com-
mander. What was i n  your mind, j u s t  what was go ing  on 
down t h e r e  i n  t h i s  hamlet?  

A .  W e l l  now, t h i s  w a s  t h e  f i r s t  combat a s s a u l t  
I had been on,  and I d i d n ' t  have anyth ing  t o  compare. 
So I d i d n ' t  s e e  any th ing  unusual .  

Q Did you t h i n k  t h e r e  v a s  a b a t t l e  going on 
down t h e r e ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q Why? 

A. There was a l o t  of f i r e .  

Q There  w a s  a l o t  of  g u n f i r e ?  
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A. When we came i n  and they  l e t  them o u t ,  I 
remember when they  went i n  t h e  t r e e  l i n e  up h e r e ,  a-
long t h i s  edge, they  were f i r i n g .  This  i s  what I had 
imagined i n  my mind a s  a combat a s s a u l t .  And it f i t  
t h e  d e s c r i p t i o n ,  and t h e r e f o r e  I d i d n ' t  s e e  anything 
unusual. 

Q *  Do you remember Colonel HENDERSON being 
upse t  about anything a t  any t ime dur ing  t h i s ?  Did 
he seem pleased? 

A. I c a n ' t  say ,  sir. Colonel HENDERSON 
doesn ' t  show h i s  express ions  very w e l l .  

Q A f t e r  you dropped t h e s e  p r i s o n e r s  l a t e r  
i n  t h e  morning, we know you went down t o  Quang Ngai. 
Colonel HENDERSON had an appointment down t h e r e  t o  
s e e  t h e  province c h i e f .  That was l a t e  i n  t h e  morn-
ing .  Do you r e c a l l  t h a t ?  

A. I can remember going i n t o  Quang Ngai. I 
c a n ' t  remember t h e  exac t  day, o r  what about.  I can 
remember what t h e  p lace  i s  l i k e .  

Q Before you went i n  t h e r e  now, we've go t  
some time w e  have t o  account f o r .  You dropped t h e s e  
VC about 0'840 and you go i n t o  Quang Ngai, I b e l i e v e ,  
a f t e r  11 o 'c lock .  And you s e e  General KOSTER about 
0930 o r  0935 f o r  a c e r t a i n  pe r iod  of time. So can 
you r e c a l l  any t ime f l y i n g  back over  t h i s  a rea?  

A. If w e  d i d ,  I can r e c a l l  i t ,  sir .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  Colonel HENDERSON o r  Major 
MCKNIGHT o r  somebody t a l k i n g  about a l a r g e  body count;  
e x c i t e d ,  a l o t  of bodies ,  a l o t  of enemy, a l o t  of VC? 

A. No, sir .  

Q Did you ever  s e e  any more bodies? 

A. Before we went on t h i s  mission I j u s t  over- . 

heard t h a t  t h e  v i l l a g e  was supposed t o  be a n e s t  of VC. 
There was supposed t o  be q u i t e  a few people,  and t h a t ' s  
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t h e  on ly  t i m e  I r e c a l l  any th ing  s a i d  about  it. 

Q Who d i d  you h e a r  t h a t  from? 

A. I d o n ' t  have any i d e a ,  sir.  

Q Do you r e c a l l  any th ing  about  some mor t a r  
rounds? Where it s a y s  P-1 t h e r e  on your  a e r i a l  photo ,  
some t a l k  about  some mor t a r  rounds,  w i t h  a bubble  o v e r  
t h e r e ,  gunsh ips ,  i n f a n t r y  go ing  down. Do you recall 
anyth ing  about  t h a t ?  

A. NO,  sir. 

Q Did you e v e r  see any more bod ie s  anywhere 
a t  a l l  around My L a i  ( 4 )  ? 

A. No, s ir ,  

Q The on ly  bod ie s  you saw w e r e  t h e s e  1 2  o r  
15 bod ie s?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  I may n o t  have been pay ing  
t h a t  c l o s e  a t t e n t i o n ,  b u t  t h a t ' s  t h e  o n l y  t i m e  I can 
remember s e e i n g  them. 

Q • What k i n d  o f  a l t i t u d e s  were you f l y i n g ?
You d o n ' t  remember f l y i n g  back s o  you d o n ' t  remember 
what a l t i t u d e s  you were f l y i n g ?  

A. No, sir.  

Q Did Colonel  HENDERSON e v e r  h e s i t a t e  t o  
g e t  r e a l  low whenever t h e r e  w a s  a c t i o n ?  Did he 
h e s i t a t e  t o  g e t  low a t  a l l ?  

A. N o ,  sir. 

Q - Even when t h e r e  a r e  gunships  i n  t h e  a i r ,  
l i f t  s h i p s ,  o t h e r  C & C 1 s .  Would he j u s t  t e l l  h i s  
p i l o t  t o  go on down and t a k e  a look? 

A. . .No, u s u a l l y  he  w a i t e d  u n t i l  t h e s e  people  
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were a l r e a d y  deployed and t h e  gunsh ips  s t a r t e d  t o  h i t .  
Then he  d i d n ' t  mind. H e  went down q u i t e  o f t e n ,  i n  f a c t .  

MR WEST: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  be  r eces sed .  

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  1640 hour s ,  29 
January 1970. ) 

(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1645 h o u r s ,  29 
January 1970. ) 

LTC PATTERSON: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR : The fo l lowing  persons  a r e  p r e s e n t :  LTC 
PATTERSON and MAJ COOP. 

LTC PATTERSON: I remind you t h a t  you are s t i l l  under o a t h .  
. . 

I ' d  l z k e  t o ,  i n  an e f f o r t  t o  assist your  r e c a l l  
of t h e  e v e n t s  of  16 March, g i v e  you some f a c t s .  I t  i s  al-
most as i f  you could  c l o s e  your  eyes  and r e - l i v e  t h e  1 6 t h  
by t e l l i n g  you some of  t h e  i n fo rma t ion  w e  have a v i a l a b l e  
t o  u s  your  a c t i v i t i e s ;  you r s ,  Colonel  HENDERSON'S and 
t h e  C&C s h i p ' s .  See i f  we can  s o r t  o u t  sequence,  t i m e s  
and p l a c e s ,  j u s t  a l i t t l e  c l e a r e r  t h a n  what we've been 
a b l e  t o  do s u b s t a n t i a l l y  s o  f a r .  Colonel  HENDERSON has  
t a l k e d  t o  u s  and g iven  us a good d e a l  o f  i n fo rma t ion .  You 
w e r e  r i g h t  n e x t  t o  him whi le  he was a i r b o r n e  a t  l e a s t  dur-
i n g  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  p e r i o d ,  s o  w e ' r e  hope fu l  t h a t  we can 
e s t a b l i s h  t h e  sequence of  e v e n t s  n o t  on ly  from tes t imony 
b u t  a l s o  from documentary ev idence  t h a t  we have a v a i l a b l e  
t o  u s .  Now going  back t o  t h e  1 5 t h  of  March, and a f t e r  t h e  
morning, w e  b e l i e v e ,  you and General  LIPSCOMB, w e  have 

' i n fo rma t ion ,  d e p a r t e d  a lmost  immediately a f t e r  t h e  cere -
mony and you drove  him i n  your  j eep  t o  t h e  h e l i p o r t ?  

A. W e l l ,  w e  had an a i r s t r i p  a t  Bronco, Duc Pho, 
and t h e r e  w a s  a p l a n e  t h a t  p i cked  him up. 

Q Fixed-wing a i r p l a n e ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 
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Q Did Colonel HENDERSON go wi th  you i n  t h e  jeep,  
o r  d i d  you and General LIPSCOMB go by yourselves? 

A. T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  

Q Did he t a k e  h i s  a i d e  with him? 

A. I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  so.  

Q J u s t  you and he and h i s  baggage probably,  o r  
was t h e  baggage 'a l ready t h e r e ?  

A. No, s ir .  W e  took t h e  baggage I be l i eve .  No 
t h e r e  was ' ano the r  person t h e r e ,  another  .one of t h e  s t a f f ,  . .

bu t  he had been t h e r e  p r i o r  t o  t h i s .  

Q This  i s  15 March. How long had you been i n  
country a t  t h i s  t ime? 

A. About t h r e e  and one-half months. 

Q You arrived--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  I a r r i v e d  t h e  l a s t  day of Nov-
ember. 

Q = Had you been working f o r  General LIPSCOMB as  
h i s  d r ive r -a ide  dur ing  t h i s  per iod?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q- H a d  you done much f l y i n g  with General LIPSCOMB? 

A, Not a t  a l l  p r i o r  t o  a r r i v i n g  i n  Vietnam. 

Q And how about when General LIPSCOMB f lew,  d i d  
you spend much time a s  an RTO f o r  him i n  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r ?  

A. No, s ir .  

Q. Most of your d u t i e s  were confined t o  t h e  ground 
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and t h e  jeep  and handl ing  t h e  r a d i o  f o r  him? 

A. W e l l ,  w e  w e r e  a new o u t f i t .  W e  had t o  s t a r t  
from t h e  beginning.  There ' s  a l o t  of l i t t l e  t h i n g s  t h a t  
w a s  my job. 

Q You had been wi th  t h e  b r igade  f o r  some t i m e  i n  
Hawaii? 

A. Y e s ,  ove r  a  year .  

Q- When d i d  Colonel HENDERSON n o t i f y  you t h a t  you 
w e r e  going t o  become h i s  r ad io te l ephone  o p e r a t o r  a s  opposed 
t o  h i s  a i d e  o r  v e h i c l e  d r i v e r ?  

A. H e  never  d i d ,  sir.  Before General  LIPSCOMB l e f t ,  
he  c a l l e d  m e  i n  t h e  o f f i c e .  

Q Who d i d ?  

A. General  LIPSCOMB. I had hea rd ,  t h e r e  was a rumor, 
t h a t  he was l eav ing .  - But t h a t  was 'my f i r s t  o f f i c i a l  n o t i c e  
t h a t  he would l e a v e ,  and he  t o l d  m e  he wanted m e  t o  s t a y  on 
wi th  Colonel HENDERSON. And Colonel HENDERSON, w e  never  
m e t  and had t h e  usua l  b r i e f i n g .  I t  j u s t  happened. 

Q W e l l ,  Colonel HENDERSON was around t h e  br igade
headquar t e r s  du r ing  t h i s  p e r i o d  of t i m e ,  wasn ' t  he? 

A .  Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q What was h i s  job? 

A. The XO. 

Q. Did you have any d e a l i n g s  wi th  him o r  t a l k  t o  
him many t imes?  

A. Not many t imes .  W e  w e r e  f a m i l i a r ,  though, t h a t  
was about t h e  e x t e n t  of it. 

Q Did t h i s  new assignment k ind  of t a k e  you by 
s u r p r i s e  a l i t t l e  b i t ?  
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A. No, s ir .  When I f i r s t  heard  t h e  rumor t h a t  
General  LIPSCOMB was l e a v i n g ,  I thought  about  a l l  t h e  
p o s s i b i l i t i e s  t h a t  cou ld  happen. That  was t h e  one,  I 
f i g u r e d ,  t h a t  would happen.  

Q- Did Colonel  HENDERSON have a j eep  d r i v e r ?  

A. I can remember him having one i n  Hawaii,  b u t  
I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  he had one i n  Vietnam. Colonel  BARKER 
had a d r i v e r .  I t h i n k  he  used t h e  S3 d r i v e r .  

Q. Did you wonder who w a s  going t o  t a k e  o v e r  
t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  f o r  your  jeep? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q e  DO you know who d i d ?  

A. A f t e r  I l e f t ?  

Q. W e l l ,  you t u r n e d  o v e r  your  j eep ,  a p p a r e n t l y  
on t h e  1 5 t h ?  

A. I f i l l e d  bo th  c a p a c i t i e s .  

Q So you became q u i t e  a worker,  t h e n ,  f o r  Col-
o n e l  HENDERSON? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q Where d i d  you l e a v e  your  j eep  when you 
climbed on board h e l l c o p t e r s  o u t  t h e r e ?  Did you j u s t  
l e a v e  it r i g h t  t h e r e ?  

A. Our h e l i c o p t e r  was abou t ,  I ' d  s a y ,  around 
1 0 0  y a r d s ,  it w a s  parked  around 1 0 0  ya rds  from head-
q u a r t e r s  TOC. And t h e  mess h a l l  was more o r  less be-
tween h e a d q u a r t e r s  and t h e  h e l i p o r t  where w e  k e p t  t h e  
chopper. T h a t ' s  where I s t a y e d ,  was i n  t h e  mess--well, 
i t  was t h e  g e n e r a l ' s  mess and t h e n  t h e  c o l o n e l ' s  mess. 
We more o r  less j u s t  walked o u t .  

Q D i d  you s t a y  w i t h  Colonel  HENDERSON as an 
RTO f o r  t h e  ba l ance  of  your  t o u r ? -
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A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q So your  t o u r  i n  Vietnam w a s  w i th  General  LIPS-
COMB and Colone1 HENDERSON? 

A. .. Y e s .  

Q Okay. L e t ' s  t h i n k  back t o  15 March. A f t e r  you 
came back from t a k i n g  General  LIPSCOMB t o  t h e  a i r p o r t ,  I 
would imagine you f e l t  l i k e  you l o s t  an o l d  f r i e n d  because 
you had been w i t h  him f o r  some t ime? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q Do you remember when you r e p o r t e d  t o  Colonel 
HENDERSON, and then  what he expected you t o  do r i g h t  away? 

A. I b e l i e v e  it w a s  t h a t  a f te rnoon.  

Q- Right ,  and what d i d  you do? Did you go r i g h t  up 
i n  t h e  a i r c r a f t ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  s o ,  y e s ,  s ir .  

Q Where d i d  you go? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember. 

Q. This  was your f i r s t  exper ience?  

A. Right .  

Q And you p u t  t h a t  o l d  headse t  on t h e  f i r s t  t i m e .  
That console ,  d i d  somebody g ive  you a b r i e f i n g  on t h e  con-
s o l e ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. Lieu tenant  WOODRUFF then was General  
LIPSCOMB's a i d e .  I went wi th  General  LIPSCOMB and Lieuten-
a n t  WOODRUFF two o r  t h r e e  t imes p r i o r  t o  h i s  d e p a r t u r e ,  and 
he b r i e f e d  m e .  Of course ,  I more o r  less j u s t  had t o  l e a r n  
by f e e l i n g  it o u t  a f t e r  t h a t .  

Q. I have reason t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  you went t h a t  
a f t e rnoon  of t h e  1 5 t h ,  up t o  LZ D o t t i e  t o  s e e  o l d  Task Force 
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Barker.  I t h i n k  Colonel  HENDERSON probably went up t o  g e t  
b r i e f e d  on t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  t h a t  was going t o  t a k e  p l a c e  on 
t h e  a f t e rnoon  of t h e  16 th .  Now you may n o t  have been a-
p a r t  of t h a t  b r i e f i n g ,  b u t  I t h i n k  you probably found your-
s e l f  on t h e  1 5 t h  a t  LZ D o t t i e .  Do you r e c a l l  b e i n g  t h e r e  
t h a t  a f t e rnoon?  

A. I can remember go ing ,  and I can remember Col-
one l  BARKER. Now I had always seen  him around headquar t -
ers, and t h i s  was t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  I had seen  him as comman-
d e r  i n  t h e  f i e l d .  

Q. A s  a commander r i g h t  o u t  t h e r e  a t  h i s  new home? 

A. Task Force  Barker  had j u s t  been formed. 

Q Y e s ,  w e l l  it had been formed a l i t t l e  b i t  ear-
l i e r ,  i n  the l a t t e r  p a r t  o f  January .  Okay, t h e y  were pro-
bably  gone f o r  a p e r i o d  of t ime  wh i l e  Colonel  BARKER b r i e f -
e d  o r  conducted a b r i e f i n g  f o r  Colonel  HENDERSON, and t h e n  
Colonel  HENDERSON came back and probably went back on down 
t o  Broncho because it was l a t e  i n  t h e  evening  o r  t h a t  a f t e r -
noon. 

A. Yes, because I remember t h a t  w a s  t h e  f i r s t  
t ime I s t a r t e d  logging  f l i g h t s .  

Q And you were going t o  beg in  drawing some pay
f o r  t h i s  p r e t t y  qu ick  h e r e ,  w e r e n ' t  you? 

A. Y e s .  

Q Now t h e  1 6 t h ,  t h e  morning of t h e  1 6 t h ,  a g a i n ,  
you were perhaps  t o l d  on t h e  n i g h t  of t h e  1 5 t h  t h a t  you 
were going o u t  t h e  n e x t  morning? 

A. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  so.  

Q. No? 

A. No. 
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Q You d o n ' t  recal l  g e t t i n g  t h e  s h i p  ready o r  g e t -
t i n g  f r e q u e n c i e s  se t  up on t h e  machine o r  making any p l a n s ,  
o r  anyone t e l l i n g  you t h a t  t h e  c o l o n e l  would be  co ing  up 
e a r l y  i n  t h e  morning t o  watch an o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  I do t o o ,  because I had t o  f i x  o u t  a 
s h e e t  w i t h  a l l  t h e  f r e q u e n c i e s  and t h e  c a l l  s i g n s .  

Q. Apparent ly  you asked somebody and g o t  t h e  £re-
quenc ie s  t h a t  you were going t o  need t h e  nex t  day on your 
r a d i o  s o  t h e y ' d  be  a l l  se t  up. 

.> A. I g o t  my maps and e v e r y t h i n g  ready.  

Q. D i d  you make any p l o t s  on any o f  t h e  maps. 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  I u s u a l l y  went i n  t h e  TOC; t h i s  was 
a f t e r  I e s t a b l i s h e d  a p a t t e r n .  But I may have gone i n  t h e  
TOC t h a t  n i g h t  t o  t r y  t o  see where we w e r e  going and s o  
f o r t h .  

Q So you could  be a l l  se t  f o r  t h e  c o l o n e l  and n o t  
be  l i k e  a dope t h e  n e x t  morning. 

A. Y e s ,  more o r  less. 

Q I t h i n k  you t e s t i f i e d  e a r l i e r  t h a t  you g o t  on 
s t a t i o n  i n  t i m e  t o  s e e  p a r t  of t h e  l i f t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q Okay, now l e t  me t e l l  you what w e  t h i n k  happen-
e d  about t h i s  t i m e .  Looking a t  your a e r i a l  photograph,  t h e  
l i f t  w a s  coming o u t  of  D o t t i e ;  you remember LZ D o t t i e ,  now, 
i s  up h e r e  t o  t h e  nor thwes t  of  My Lai  ( 4 ) .  Then t h e r e  were 
about n i n e  s l i c k s  i n  fo rmat ion ,  vees  of  3 .  Do you know what 
vees  of 3 a r e ?  And a couple  of  gunships  were a longs ide  of  
them, and an a r t i l l e r y  p rep  was going t o  be conducted.  Do 
remember where t h e  a r t i l l e r y  w a s  coming from? 

A. Upt igh t .  
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Q- Upt igh t ,  t h a t ' s  c o r r e c t .  And t h e  a r t i l l e r y  be-
gan,  oh,  0725, 0727, somewhere i n  t h e r e ,  and was t o  be q u i c k ,  
t o  s t o p  about  0730, a t  which t ime t h e  l i f t  was t o  be  on t h e  
ground, t h e  f i r s t  n ine - sh ip  l i f t .  You may n o t  have been h e r e  
f o r  t h i s  now. But I ' m  t e l l i n g  you t h i s  t o  s e e  i f  you r e c a l l .  
The n i n e  s h i p s  came t o  t h e  s o u t h ,  t u r n e d ,  and landed  t o  t h e  
n o r t h  r i g h t  h e r e  i n  t h e  paddy t o  t h e  w e s t  of  My L a i  (4). The 
a r t i l l e r y  p r e p  w a s  f i n i s h e d .  There may have been some re-
s i d u a l  smoke and some r e s i d u a l  d u s t .  The gunsh ips ,  of c o u r s e ,  
one on each  f l a n k ,  w e  f e l l ,  were suppres s ing  on t h e  f l a n k s  as 
t h e  s l i c k s  came i n  and landed.  

A. Y e s ,  I remember, because I thought  t h i s  one o v e r  
h e r e  on t h i s  s i d e  w a s  a f u t i l e  a t t empt  because t h e r e  w a s n ' t  
t o o  much o v e r  he re .  

Q- You're p o i n t i n g  t o  t h e  l e f t  s i d e ,  t h e  c reek?  

A. A c t u a l l y  it w a s  a l i t t l e  c l o s e r  t h a n  t h a t .  You 
say  they  landed o v e r  h e r e ?  

Q. J u s t  t o  t h e  west  of  My La i  (4). 

A. Now t h e r e  w a s  one s t r a f i n g  r i g h t  a long  h e r e .  

Q Right  a long  t h i s  nor th-south  d i t c h ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  t h e y  were s t r a f i n g  a long  h e r e .  

Q. On t h e  wes t  s i d e  of  t h e  s l i c k s ?  

A. I can remember t h i n k i n g  t h e y  s h o u l d n ' t  have 
been t h e r e .  I t  w a s n ' t  doing any good. 

Q - Did you on ly  s e e  two gunships  t h e r e  working on 
bo th  f l a n k s ?  

.A .  A s  h e s t  I remember, ye s .  

Q Okay, t h a t  s u p p o r t s  j u s t  about  what w e  have,  t h a t  
t h e r e  w a s  one on t h e  west  and one on t h e  e a s t .  The one on t h e  
e a s t  was suppres s ing  a long  t h e  edge of  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  and t h e  
one on t h e  w e s t  g e n e r a l l y  ove r  on t h e  w e s t  s i d e  o f  t h e  LZ,  
making t h e  runs  from sou th  t o  n o r t h .  Is t h i s  t h e  way you 
k ind  of remember i t ?  
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A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q On t h e  s l i c k s ,  t h e  o u t s i d e  doorgunners probably
suppressed  a s  t h e y  w e r e  going down. There was n o t  on ly  t h e  
r o c k e t s  and miniguns of  t h e  gunsh ips ,  b u t  a l s o  t h e  f i r i n g  
from t h e  s l i c k s ,  and s t i l l  probably  a l i t t l e  smoke and haze 
from t h e  a r t i l l e r y  t h a t  had j u s t  gone on. Do you remember 
s e e i n g  t h i s ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  because t h e  on ly  reason  I remember 
t h a t  t o o  i s  because t h e y  w e r e  f i r i n g  n o t  r e a l l y  a t  t a r g e t s  
b u t  j u s t  more o r  l e s s  cover .  

Q- Did you n o t i c e  where t h e s e  r o c k e t s  were land-
ing?  Could you s e e  t h e  puf f  o f  smoke from t h e  r o c k e t s ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q - The e x h i b i t  photographs  t h a t  you were shown 
earl ier ,  I ' d  l i k e  t o  show you aga in .  Th i s  i s  P-196. 
This  p i c t u r e ,  w e  f e e l ,  w a s  t aken  i n  one of  t h e  l i f t  s h i p s  
as it w a s  on f i n a l  f o r  t h e  LZ t h a t  morning, n o t  gunships  
a s  w e  d i s c u s s e d  e a r l i e r .  The man t h a t  took  t h e  p i c t u r e ,  

- t h i s  i s  h i s  f o o t .  H e  was i n  a l i f t  s h i p ,  and t h i s  was 
ano the r  l i f t  s h i p ,  and t h e r e  was a n o t h e r  one back o v e r  
h e r e  t o  t h e  r i g h t  of  t h e  photo. J u s t  t o  o r i e n t  you on 
t h e  photo ,  i f  y o u ' l l  s e e  how t h i s  l i t t l e  t r a i l  goes up 
i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  and t h i s  road i s  521, and t h e r e  you 
have it. So t h i s  p i c t u r e  w a s  t aken  back i n  h e r e ,  going 
t o  t h e  w e s t  s i d e  of  My L a i  ( 4 ) .  Th is  t ree l i n e ,  e a s t -
w e s t  t r e e  l i n e ,  i s  t h i s  one,  and t h i s  l i t t l e  tree l i n e  
i s  k ind  of  obscured by t h a t  smoke. Now you may n o t  have 
seen  i t  from t h a t  view, t h a t  i s ,  from t h e  sou th  looking  
n o r t h  as t h a t  photograph i s .  Do you r e c a l l  s e e i n g  a 
s i g h t  s i m i l a r  t o  t h a t ,  o r  d i d  t h e  v i l l a g e  look t h a t  way 
t o  you t h a t  morning? 

A. A s  I remember s e e i n g  t h i s ,  l i k e  I t o l d  you 
earl ier ,  t h e  s h i p s  l anded  r i g h t  i n  h e r e ,  t h e  gunsh ips .  We 
w e r e  somewhere r i g h t  i n  h e r e  looking  down. They were on 
my l e f t .  

Q You w e r e  j u s t  n o r t h  of  H i l l  85 and between 521 
and 85 and looking  t o  t h e  nor thwes t  t h e n ,  and t h a t  would 
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have p u t  you o u t  o f  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  from Upt igh t .  So on t h i s  
photograph E x h i b i t  P-196, do you r e c a l l  something l i k e  t h a t  then? 

A. Y e s .  

Q. You n o t i c e  t h e r e ' s  a l o t  of smoke t h e r e ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q Did you wonder what t h a t  was? 

A. The a r t i l l e r y  j u s t  f i n i s h e d  f i r i n g .  I though t  
it was a l l  i n  o r d e r .  

Q Right .  The n e x t  photograph now i s  t h e  s l i c k s  
con t inu ing  on ,  which i s  by comparison, a s  y o u ' l l  s e e ,  ve ry  
s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  scene  i n  P-196. Of cou r se ,  P-195 i s  a l i t t l e  
b i t  l a t e r  i n  t i m e  and you can see, from r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  
ground t h e r e ,  t h a t  t h e y ' r e  on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of 521 now. 
The s l i c k s  a r e  inbound, and y o u ' l l  n o t i c e  t h e  smoke i s  a 
l i t t l e  t a l l e r ,  a l i t t l e  h i g h e r ,  and it shou ld  have been 
r i g h t  about  t h i s  t ime  t h a t  t h o s e  gunships  made t h e i r  sup-
p r e s s i o n  run.  

A. Yes, sir.  

Q - Do you t h i n k  you remember s e e i n g  something
l i k e  t h i s ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q. Now we have reason  t o  b e l i e v e  t h i s  happened
r i g h t  around 0730 i n  t h e  morning. 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  I t  w a s  e a r l y .  

QI And where d i d  you come from a t  t h i s  t ime? 

A. Where w e r e  w e  coming from? A t  t h i s  t i m e ,  now? 

Q a  Y e s ,  t h i n k  back,  t h a t  morning. 

A. D i d n ' t  w e  go t o  Upt igh t  before--
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Q. ( In te rpos ing)  I d o n ' t  know. I ' d  l i k e  f o r  
you t o  r e c a l l  now, t h e  morning of t h e  1 6 t h ,  your f i r s t  b i g  
day. You probably were concerned about g e t t i n g  t o  t h a t  
a i r c r a f t  on t ime,  wondering where it was and when it was 
going t o  land  and p ick  you up. This was a t  Duc Pho, I 
imagine. Weren't you a t  Duc Pho--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  Y e s ,  sir. 

Q e  When you s t a r t e d ?  

A. Yes, sir.  

Q. The a i r c r a f t  was coming o u t  of Duc Pho, bu t  
it had t o  come over  t o  your pad. M r .  COONEY had t o  b r ing  
it over  t h e r e .  

A, Y e s ,  sir. 

,Q Do your remember about what t ime it was when 
you g o t  down i n  t h a t  a i r c r a f t  and you s t a r t e d  making s u r e  
those r a d i o s  and your maps were s t r a i g h t ?  

A. No, sir. I don ' t .  

Q. But you took o f f  ou t  of t h e r e ,  and t h e r e  must 
have been some thought about what t ime you were going t o  
be i n  t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  a rea  f o r  t h i s  opera t ion?  

A. Yes, sir.  

Q. Where d i d  you go? Did you go up t o  watch t h e  
s l i c k s  load a t  Dot t i e ,  o r  d i d  you go t o  Uptight and watch 
t h e  a r t i l l e r y  prep? 

A. This  i s  n o t  i n  r e fe rence  t o  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  
morning. I remember d i s t i n c t l y  one morning we went t o  
Uptight.  I t h i n k  t h i s  i s  what, i f  I ' m  n o t  r i g h t ,  t h i s  
i s  what confused me. We g o t  t o  Uptight be fo re - - i t  was 
s t i l l  between d a y l i g h t  and dark.  'And I remember being on 
Uptight e a r l y  one morning, b u t  I c a n ' t  say f o r  s u r e  it 
was t h a t  morning. 
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Q. Did t h e y  s t a r t  a r t i l l e r y  f i r i n g  t h a t  morning? 

A. Y e s .  

Q .Were t h e y  f i r i n g  a p rep?  

A. They w e r e  supposed t o ,  y e s ,  s i r .  

Q. Did you go and watch t h e  prep? . . 

A. I d o n ' t  know, sir.  

Q The n e x t  t h i n g  you r e c a l l ,  though,  i s  j u s t  be ing  
t o  t h e  n o r t h  of  85,  H i l l  85 ,  t h i s  b lock of ground,  and l o o k -
i n g  t o  t h e  nor thwes t  'and s e e i n g  e s s e n t i a l l y  t h e  same photo-
graphs ,  P-195 and P-196, and t h e  gunships  s u p p r e s s i n g  on 
bo th  f l a n k s  and t h e  s l i c k s  land ing .  I presume you saw t h a t ?  

A. Y e s  , sir .  

Q.  Q u i t e  a gaggle  of  h e l i c o p , t e r s  down t h e r e  i n  t h a t  
p l ace?  Did you see q u i t e  a few h e l i c o p t e r s  on t h e  ground a t  
t h e  LZ? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

(I0 e n t e r e d  t h e  h e a r i n g  a t  1710 hours .  ) 

Q. Okay, where d i d  you go r i g h t  a f t e r  t h e  s h i p s  took 
o f f ?  The h e l i c o p t e r  took o f f  t o  t h e  n o r t h  p robab ly ,  coming 
o u t  i n  t h i s  d i r e c t i o n ,  and you i n d i c a t e  you were down i n  t h i s  
a r e a ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q - What were t h e  a c t i o n s ?  Where d i d  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  
go t h e n ,  your  h e l i c o p t e r .  Le t  me j u s t  h e l p  you a minute. 
Some t ime r i g h t  a f t e r  t h i s  l i f t ,  t h e  gunships  t h a t  you 
remember s e e i n g  h e r e  had two s e p a r a t e  engagements. One w a s  
somewhere t o  t h e  n o r t h - n o r t h e a s t  of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  and one t i m e  
t hey  were down he re .  One t ime t h e  h e l i c o p t e r ,  t h e  gunship,  
w a s  down very  low t o  t h e  ground doing a very  t i g h t  circle.  D o  
you r e c a l l  s e e i n g  t h i s ?  
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Y e s ,  s ir .  
-, .".-

Q- Where was t h a t ?  You d o n ' t  r e c a l l ?  

A. NO, sir. 

Q. Do you r e c a l l  s e e i n g  t h i s  a c t i v i t y  i n  t h e  open 
area up h e r e  a s  f a r  as t h e  gunships  w e r e  concerned? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  I remember t h a t  co rne r .  They had some 
a c t i v i t y  up h e r e .  Y e s ,  sir. 

Q- How d i d  t h e y  g e t  them? Did t h e y  make gun runs  on 
them or--? 

A. I d o n ' t  know. 

Q- You d o n ' t  remember s e e i n g  t h a t ?  Do you remember 
Colonel  HENDERSON making any comments about  t h i s  t ime 
concerning t h a t  i n c i d e n t ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q. This  w a s  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  f o r  you t h a t  you had seen  
some VC be ing  engaged by gunships?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. Do you remember s e e i n g  t h i s  i n c i d e n t  down h e r e  
sou th  of t h e  road?  

A. Not w i t h  t h e  gunsh ips ,  no,  sir.  A s  I s a i d  b e f o r e ,  
I can remember t h e  Primo chopper-- 

Q. Right ,  t h a t ' s  a l i t t l e  l a t e r ?  

A. Righ t ,  s i r .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  I can remember t h i s  
o t h e r  one. 

9- But you do r e c a l l  s e e i n g  t h i s  i n c i d e n t  up he re?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. Do you r e c a l l  how many? 
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A. I d o n ' t  remember e x a c t l y  s e e i n g  it. I remember 

t h e r e  was a message about  it and I remember, I t h i n k ,  tl-iey 

r eques t ed  t h e  gunsh ips .  I could  see them up he re .  


Q- And you were s t i l l  down t o  t h e  s o u t h  o f  t h e  

v i l l a g e ?  


A. Yes. 

Q. And d i d  t h e y  mark them w i t h  smoke? 

A. Y e s .  

Q- And d i d  t h e y  r e q u e s t  some ground f o r c e s  t o  go 

o u t  t h e r e ,  o r  how d i d  t h e y  f i g u r e  t o  conf i rm t h e s e ,  do you 

remember? 


A. No, s i r .  

I0 : L e t  me ask you, do you remember f l y i n g  up t h e r e  

you r se l f  a f t e r  t h e  gunships  had l e f t  and t h e r e  w e r e  some 

bodies  o u t  i n  t h e  r i c e  paddies?  


A. I do remember t h e  b o d i e s ,  y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. And s o  you were c i r c l i n g  around r a t h e r  t i g h t  

y o u r s e l f ?  


A. A t  t h e  t i m e  I saw t h e s e  gunships ,  y e s ,  sir. 

Q. Genera l ly  n o r t h  of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  up i n  t h i s  a r e a ,  

around i n  h e r e  some p l a c e ?  


A. No, s i r ,  t h a t ' s  n o t  where I r e m e ~ b e r  s e e i n g  t h e  

bod ie s ,  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e ,  sir.  


Q. According t o  much of t h e  tes t imony,  t h e r e  w e r e  a 
couple  of bod ie s  l y i n g  i n  t h e  f i e l d  t h e r e  and Colonel  HENDERSON-- 
you were h i s  RTO, w e r e  you n o t ?  

A. Yes, sir.  

Q - He f l ew  around t h e  a r e a ,  more o r  less s e c u r i n g  t h e  
a r e a  u n t i l  he could  move some ground t r o o p s  i n  t h e r e  t o  p i c k  

' up t h e  weapons? 
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A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  I remember s e c u r i n g ,  I remember f l y i n g  
and obse rv ing  w h i l e  t h e  ground t r o o p s  g o t  t h e r e .  

Q- That  was up n o r t h  of  t h e  v i l l a g e  ve ry  e a r l y  i n  t h e  
morning s h o r t l y  a f t e r  you a r r i v e d  on s t a t i o n ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

LTC PATTERSON: Do you remember s e e i n g  t h e  ground t roops  move 
. . 

a c r o s s  t h e  open a r e a ?  

A. Now t h e y  came up th rough ,  I b e l i e v e .  

(I0 withdrew from t h e  h e a r i n g  a t  1716 hour s . )  

Q. Some t ime  wh i l e  a l l  t h i s  w a s  going on ,  and smoke 
w a s  popping up i n  h e r e ,  t h e r e  was some f i r i n g  go ing  on down 
h e r e ,  some r o c k e t  r u n s ,  r i g h t  a long  t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  of t h e  
h i l l ,  t o  your  sou th .  Warlords were making some gun runs .  
Do you recal l  t h a t ?  

A. Y e s ,  I wondered how they  g o t  from h e r e  t o  he re  
so qu ick .  

Q- Right .  That  was a d i f f e r e n t  u n i t  as you now 
know. 

A. It w a s n ' t  o r i g i n a l l y  from us .  Yes, s ir .  

Q . Do you r e c a l l  them o r i g i n a l l y  making t h e i r  f i r i n g  
r u n s ,  s h o o t i n g  r o c k e t s ?  They were making t h e i r  r u n s  g e n e r a l l y  
from t h e  n o r t h e a s t  t o  t h e  southwest .  Well ,  about  t h i s  t ime ,  
M r .  ADCOCK, i s  when t h i s  l i t t l e  a f f a i r  w a s  going on down he re .  
Probably you d i d n ' t  s e e  it because t h e r e  w a s n ' t  t h e  s p l a s h  o f  
r o c k e t s  down h e r e ,  t h e r e  weren'  t any r o c k e t s  h e r e ,  b u t  t h e r e  
w e r e  r o c k e t s  a long  t h i s  h i l l .  Okay, what w a s  Colonel  HENDERSON 
say ing  a l l  t h i s  t ime? Do you r e c a l l  any communications? 

A. I b e l i e v e  he t r i e d  t o  t a l k  t o  t h e  Warlords. 

Okay, what w a s  he t a l k i n g  t o  t h e  Warlords about?  

A. I d o n ' t  know, s i r .  
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Q. Okay, p robably  a l s o  s ay ing  something t o  Coyote 6. 
Do you remember who Coyote 6 was? Colonel  BARKER? 

A. Y e s .  

Q. P r e t t y  qu ick  t h e r e  w a s  smoke popping n o r t h  of  t h e  
area t o  mark t h o s e  two l i t t l e  f e l l o w s .  There w a s  some smoke 
appear ing ,  d i f f e r e n t  co lo red  smoke down i n  t h i s  area, and 
t h e r e  w a s  s t i l l  t h e  l i n g e r i n g  smoke a long  t h e  h i l l s i d e .  And 
about  t h i s  t ime w e  have reason  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  Rawhide 3--who's 
Rawhide 3? 

Q. Of whom? 

A. Major MCKNIGHT . 
Q. Y e s .  H e  r e p o r t e d  s e e i n g  a l a r g e  number of f o l k s  
down a long  t h e  road  moving o u t  t o  t h e  southwest .  

A. I b e l i e v e  he  was F ly ing  Primo, no? 

Q. Do you remember h e a r i n g  t h e  t r a n s m i s s i o n  a t  any
r a t e ?  H e  wanted t h e  Warlords t o  g e t  down t h e r e  and check 
them o u t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q- Do you recall  t h i s ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q. What happened then?  P r e t t y  qu ick  now i s  when t h a t  
l i t t l e  bubble  h e l i c o p t e r  t h a t  t hey  c a l l e d  ~ k ~ e t e r  went down 
and separa ted- -wel l ,  t h e r e  were supposed t o  be  f o u r  f e l l o w s  
down t h e r e ,  f o u r  VC, m i l i t a r y - a g e  males ,  b u t  he s e p a r a t e d  o u t  
on ly  two of  them.' here w a s  some concern because t h e r e  w a s  
supposed t o  be  f o u r  and now t h e r e  were two. This  was about  
t h e  t i m e  you were a l l  going i n  f o r  your run  t o  p i c k  them up. 
Do you remember anyth ing  l i k e  t h i s ? .  They've g o t  t h e i r  s h i r t s  
o f f ,  t h e y ' r e  s t a n d i n g  o u t  i n  t h e  f i e l d  and s t a r t  s t r i p p i n g  
wi th  t h e i r  hands o v e r  t h e i r  heads .  

A. I remember t h a t .  There were two o f  them. 
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Q- There used t o  be four ,  and t h e r e ' s  only two. 

A. Right. 

Q- The time, M r .  ADCOCK, was about 9 o ' c lock  i n  t h e  
morning. They had been around f o r  30 minutes by t h i s  time. 
I n  t h e  meantime t h e  second l i f t  of h e l i c o p t e r s  was coming h e r e  
and had departed.  Was Rawhide 3 r i d i n g  with you? 

A. I d o n ' t  know, sir.  

Q. 	 You picked up t h e s e  fe l lows and you went down 
t h e r e  and t h e r e  they were, wi th  t h e i r  hands over  t h e i r  heads,  
s t r i p p e d  t o  t h e  wa i s t .  Somebody went o u t  and g o t  them a s  you 
i n d i c a t e d  e a r l i e r  and p u t  them on your h e l i c o p t e r ?  

A. Yes, sir. 

, Q e  And you s a t  them on a s e a t ,  o r  d id  you s i t  them 
on t h e  f l o o r  of t h e  h e l i c o p t e r ?  

A. I can remember one of them on t h e  f l o o r .  

Q. One of them on t h e  f l o o r .  Did you have some 

concern about t h i s  fe l low,  what he might have aboard him, 

under h i s  pan t s?  


A. Yes, sir.  

Q. And maybe you thought t h i s  wasn ' t  such a very f i n e  
idea?  

A. I was watching them j u s t  i n  case.  

Q. J u s t  i n  case he had a k n i f e  o r  something because 

you f e l t  very respons ib le?  


A. Yes, s ir .  

Q. How long was he i n  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r ?  You took o f f ;  

d i d  they s t a y  aboard a good b i t  o r  d i d  you t a k e  them r i g h t  

back and. g e t  r i d  of them? 


A. I d o n ' t  t h ink  we took them r i g h t  back, r i g h t  a t  

t h e  moment. 
 I 
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Q You probably c r u i s e d  around a l i t t l e  b i t .  

A. J u s t  a l i t t l e .  

Q Thinking, "Good gol ly :  We want t o  g e t  r i d  of  
these  fe l lows."  About t h i s  t i m e  a second l i f t  was going i n ,  
M r .  ADCOCK. Another combat a s s a u l t ,  t h e  one t h a t  Colonel 
MAHAFFEY mentioned e a r l i e r .  This one was over  he re  sou theas t  
of the  a r e a ,  near  the  ocean, near  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  v i l l a g e ,  o r  a 
p r e t t y  good s i z e ,  bu i l t -up  v i l l a g e .  An a r t i l l e r y  prep was 
f i r e d  i n  t h e r e  too .  And t h e  n ine  s l i c k s  again were coming i n ,  
b u t  the  a r t i l l e r y  d i d n ' t  g e t  s h u t  o f f  i n  t i m e  and t h e  s l i c k s  
had t o  make a go-around. Do you r e c a l l  t h i s ,  o r  hea r ing  any-
t h i n g  about i t ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q You do? 

A. I d o n ' t  r e a l l y  r e c a l l  t h i s  a r e a ,  b u t  I remember 
the  a r t i l l e r y  d i d n ' t  s t o p  a t  t h e  t i m e  and Colonel HENDERSON 
was j u s t  a l i t t l e  upse t .  

Q H e  was j u s t  a l i t t l e  upse t  about t h a t  because 
t h a t  meant t h a t  t h e  s l i c k s  had t o  go around and make another  
t r y ?  

A .  Yes, sir. 

Q. Did you watch them; d i d .he watch them? 

A. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l ,  sir. 
\ 

Q Were t h e  VC s t i l l  aboard t h e  h e l i c o p t e r ,  o r  the 
two i n d i v i d u a l s  you picked up? 

A. I d o n ' t  know, sir. 

Q This happened about 0815, 0820 i n  t h e  morning, 15 
t o  20 minutes a f t e r  you had picked up t h e s e  two fe l lows.  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q- And do you th ink  you went back t o  LZ Dot t i e  wi th  
them? 
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A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  it may have been 20 minutes .  I guess 
it d i d n ' t  seem l i k e  it was t h a t  long.  I know w e  d i d n ' t  when 
w e  p icked  them up go d i r e c t l y  t o  Do t t i e .  

a- You hung around t h e r e  somewhere and you r e c a l l  
Colonel HENDERSON be ing  upse t?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q- Do you r e c a l l  him say ing  anyth ing  t o  anybody 
about i t ?  Did he c a l l  t h e  a r t i l l e r y ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  he d i d ,  b u t  I ' m  n o t  c e r t a i n .  

Q. Was Colonel LUPER r i g h t  t h e r e  and d i d  he t a l k  t o  
him about i t ?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember. 

Q- About t h i s  t i m e  t h e r e  w e r e  some body counts  be ing  
r e p o r t e d  by the ground u n i t s  i n  My Lai .  Do you r e c a l l  hea r ing  
anyth ing  about  t h a t ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. What k ind  of body count ,  l a r g e ;  sma l l ;  1 4 ;  15? 

A. I c a n ' t  r e a l l y  s a y ,  sir.  I d i d n ' t  have much t i m e  
ou t .  I t  d i d n ' t  r e g i s t e r ,  l a r g e  o r  smal l .  

Q. Had you seen  t h e s e  dead bodies  by t h i s  t ime t h a t  
you t e s t i f i e d  e a r l i e r ,  t h e s e  12 t o  15? O r  d i d  you s e e  them 
l a t e r ?  Perhaps,  M r .  ADCOCK, i f  w e  go back i n  on your 
approach. The h e l i c o p t e r  went i n  and p icked  up t h e s e  two 
Vietnamese who w e r e  cons ide rab ly  down t h e  road  down he re .  
This  i s  where t h e y  were, l a r g e  numbers of  people  a long t h i s  
road ,  521, heading towards Quang Ngai. They w e r e ,  i n  f a c t , ,  
down t h e  road a p i e c e ,  and a h e l i c o p t e r  came i n  and landed 
i n  t h i s  d i r e c t i o n .  Did you see them a t  t h a t  t ime? O r  was i t  
l a t e r ?  

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  1806 hours ,  29 January 
1970.) 
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(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1815 h o u r s ,  29 January  
1970.) 

RCDR: Colonel  PATTERSON and MAJ COOP a r e  p r e s e n t .  
I remind you t h a t  you are under o a t h .  

LTC PATTERSON: About t h i s  t i m e ,  b e f o r e  you answer t h a t  
q u e s t i o n ,  t h e  p rev ious  q u e s t i o n ,  t h e r e  was some a c t i v i t y  
around H i l l  85, and t h e  Warlords were going t o  p u t  some people  
on t h e  ground. They found what t hey  thought  were a couple  o f  
mor ta r  t u b e s .  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. Did you see them? Did you see t h a t  l i t t l e  S k e e t e r  
down t h e r e  hover ing  around? 

A. No, s i r ,  b u t  I remember t h e r e  w a s  a t r a n s m i s s i o n  
on t h e  r a d i o  about  t h a t .  

Q- Do you remember where you were? Both t h i s  
a c t i v i t y  and t h e  l i f t  t h a t  went i n  o v e r  h e r e  w i t h  t h e  
a r t i l l e r y  t h a t  d i d n ' t  s h u t  o f f ,  it occu r red  between 0815 
and 0830 i n  t h e  morning. A r e  you s t i l l  a i r b o r n e ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know, s i r .  

Q. What . about  t h o s e  two Vietnamese you had on board? 
Were they  s t i l l  w i t h  you when a l l  of  t h i s  was .go ing  on? Do 
you r e c a l l ?  . 

A. No, sir. 

Q. W e  have r ea son  t o  b e l i e v e  about  t h i s  t i m e  i s  
when you d e p a r t e d  t h i s  a r e a  and went back t o  LZ ~ o t t i et o  
g e t  r i d  of t h e s e  two Vietnamese you had on board ,  and 
probably a l s o  t o  r e f u e l .  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q o  Making an approach i n t o  D o t t i e ,  d i d  you l a n d  
r i g h t  a t  t h e  r e f u e l i n g  p o i n t ?  Did t h e  Vietnamese g e t  o f f  
r i g h t  t h e r e  o r  d i d  you l a n d  f i r s t ?  
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A. No, we landed f i r s t  and t h e  Vietnames? go t  o f f .  

Q. And then  you hoveved over  t o  t h e  f u e l i n g  po in t .  

A. Y e s ,  then we re fue led .  

Q. This was somewhere around 0840 i n  t h e  morning, 
and t h i s  was a f t e r ,  I assume, you heard a l l  t h i s  about t h e  
mortar tubes  on H i l l  85, and a f t e r  they  s t a r t e d  t h i s  a r t i l l e r y  
bus iness  over  here .  Perhaps even Colonel BARKER was a t  t he  
r e f u e l i n g  p o i n t ?  

A. I don 't remember. 

Q. Can you remember dropping t h e  p r i s o n e r s  and going 
over  t o  r e f u e l ?  Did Colonel HENDERSON g e t  o u t  of t h e  s h i p  a t  
t h i s  point? Did you have t o  monitor t h e  r ad ios  for a while  
by y o u r s e l f ,  o r  d i d  he s t a y  aboard? 

A. No, he d i d n ' t  s t a y  aboard. He g o t  o f f .  

Q- Was he gone f o r  a l i t t l e  b i t ?  The reason I 
th ink  you might be a b l e  t o  r e c a l l  t h i s  i s  suddenly you were 
a l l  by yourse l f  he re  with some r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  because 
you knew t h i s  opera t ion  was s t i l l  going on o u t  here .  
Did t h e  p i l o t  s h u t  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  down? 

A, I b e l i e v e  so.  I d o n ' t  know, I c a n ' t  say f o r  
su re .  

9. Colonel HENDERSON g o t  o f f ,  you r e c a l l  t h a t ?  
Af te r  he r e f u e l e d  d i d  he move t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  from t h e  
r e f u e l i n g  p o i n t ?  

A. Yes. 

QI H e  d i d ?  

A. Yes. 

Q. And went somewhere, n o t  t o o  f a r ,  and s e t  down 
h e r e ,  and was going t o  wa i t  f o r  Colonel HENDERSON? 

A. Yes, sir.  
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Q- Then d i d  he  s h u t  h e r  down and dec ide  t o  w a i t  'or 
d i d  he l e a v e  it running? Somebody would have checked t o  see 
whether o r  how long  Colonel  HENDERSON was go ing  t o  be gone. 

A. I d o n ' t  know whether he s h u t  it down o r  n o t ,  s i r .  

Q. But t h e  r a d i o  s t a y e d  on? 

A. No, sir. W e  s h u t  it down. They d o n ' t  keep t h e  
r a d i o s  on o v e r  t h e r e .  

Q. Do you remember s h u t t i n g  t h e  r a d i o  down? 

A. I t h i n k  so .  Y e s ,  s ir .  I t h i n k  I moni tored.  
Y e s ,  sir,  I monitored wh i l e  t h e  chopper was r e f u e l i n g .  

Q. Then he moved it and s h u t  it down, and you t u r n e d  
t h e  r a i d o s  o f f ?  

A. Right .  

Q. Were you t h e r e  f o r  a good p i e c e  o f  t h e  t i m e ,  do  
you r e c a l l ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know., 

Q. Do you remember s e e i n g  Colonel  BARKER come back 
w i t h  Colonel  HENDERSON? You probably g o t  o u t s i d e  your  h e l i -  
c o p t e r  t o  s t r e t c h  your  l e g s ,  t a l k  w i th  t h e  crew? 

A. I don? remember t h a t  e i t h e r .  

Q- General  KOSTER would have come i n .  Do you remember 
him coming i n ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  so .  Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. You w e r e  s t i l l  t h e r e ,  s h u t  down? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. I t h i n k  it was wh i l e  w e  w e r e  r e f u e l i n g .  

Q. You remember h i s  s h i p  came i n ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  
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Q* Is t h a t  where you t h i n k  Colonel  HENDERSON went ,  
t o  t a l k  t o  General  KOSTER? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

,Q Did he come i n  wh i l e  you w e r e  s h u t  down? 

A. I d o n ' t  know, sir.  I c a n ' t  t h i n k .  

Q= The r eason  I ' m  a sk ing  t h i s  q u e s t i o n  i s  t o  t r y  
t o  f i x  t h e  t i m e .  We have reason  t o  b e l i e v e  you g o t  back 
t o  LZ D o t t i e  and p u t  t h e  Vietnamese o u t  a t  about  0840 i n  t h e  
morning, and t h e n  you went and hovered o v e r  and s h u t  down. 
I t  would have been 0850 o r  0900 i n  t h e  morning. I t  would 
have t aken  you 5 o r  1 0  minutes  t o  r e f u e l ,  hover ,  pa rk ,  and 
s h u t  down, which you s a y  you d i d .  Genera l  KOSTER came i n  and 
landed  somewhere around 0930. I t  would have been about  30 
minutes .  

\ 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. W e  know General  KOSTER landed  a t  0930 o r  a t  leas t  
a r r i v e d  a t  t h e  Task Force Barker  l o c a t i o n  a t  0930. 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q =  And t h i s  p robably  i s  where you two jo ined  up.
Do you remember t h i s  s h i p  be ing  parked  r i g h t  handy t o  your s ,  
o r  be ing  r i g h t  c l o s e  t o  your s ,  o r  s e t t i n g  down n e x t  t o  yours?  
How do you remember General  KOSTER a r r i v i n g ?  

A. I c a n ' t ,  sir. , 

Q. What do you remember about  General  KOSTER? You 
s a y  you remember him coming, and I t h i n k  you s a i d  e a r l i e r  
it was w h i l e  you were r e f u e l i n g ?  

A. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l .  

Q. Do you remember Colonel  BARKER'S s h i p  coming i n ?  

A. No. 

Q- O r  t h i n k i n g  h e r e  a r e  a l l  t h e  b i g  6 ' s  t o g e t h e r ?  
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A. No, sir.  

Q. Sometime though you remember g e t t i n g  cranked back 
up and ready t o  go, t a k i n g  back o f f  again? 

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q. Where was General KOSTER's sh ip?  Had he a l r eady
departed? 

A. I d o n ' t  know, sir.  

Q- Do you remember M r .  COONEY cranking t h a t  machine 
before  Colonel HENDERSON came up o r  as  he was coming up, o r  
saying ,  "Here come t h e  boss ."  Do you remember see ing  Colonel 
HENDERSON approaching t h e  s h i p ? .  

A. No,. sir. 

Q. But you went a i rborne  again? 

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q- Do you r e c a l l  going a i rborne  again? 

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q Where d i d  you go? 

A. I ' m  n o t  s u r e  now, I th ink  we went back and c i r c l e d  
t h i s  a r e a  again.  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  we s t ayed  too  long. . 

Q. This was a f t e r  General KOSTER's  v i s i t ,  r i g h t ?  

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q- Now, you were busy about t h i s  time on t h e  r a d i o  
because Colonel HENDERSON wanted t o  g e t  caught up wi th  what 
was going on. Was Colonel HENDERSON exc i t ed?  

A. He seemed t o  be a l i t t l e  b i t .  Yes, sir. 

Q. Did he make any r a d i o  t ransmiss ions ,  you'd hear 
them over  t h e  r a d i o ,  over  your headse t ,  wouldn't  you? 
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A. Not n e c e s s a r i l y .  I could  monitor frequency. 

Q- While he  was t r a n s m i t t i n g ?  

A .  Y e s ,  sir. 

a =  But you would be  monitor ing br igade  t h e n ,  prob-
ably,  i f  he were t a l k i n g  t o  Coyote 6? 

A. P o s s i b l y ,  yes ,  s i r ?  

Q- Do you remember Saber? 

A. Tha t  was General  KOSTER, wasn ' t  i t ?  

9. You thought  Colonel HENDERSON was a l i t t l e  e x c i t e d ,  
bu t  you d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any o f  h i s  r a d i o  t r ansmiss ions?  

A. No, c i r .  

Q- Maybe even t a l k i n g  t o  Char l i e  6 on t h e  ground, 
wanting t o  t a l k  d i r e c t l y  t o  t h e  r i f l e  company commander? 

Q s  Did you h e a r  any body count  about t h i s  time? 
Maybe about 8 4  o r  how many have you go t?  

A. No, sir. 

Q. How about some be ing  k i l l e d  by a r t i l l e r y  f i r e ?  Do 
you remember any r e p o r t s ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q What d i d  you hear?  

A. I d o n ' t  know i f  it was a t  t h i s  time o r  n o t ,  b u t  
sometime t h a t  morning t h e r e  was a s t a t emen t  by someone t h a t  
the; thought  a r t i l l e r y  had caused q u i t e  a few c a s u a l t i e s ?  

Q W e  have reason t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  Colonel LUPER was 
aboard your s h i p .  I am l o g i c a l l y  assuming now t h a t  he was t h e  
a r t i l l e r y  man, t h a t  he and Colonel HENDERSON might have had 
some conversa t ion  about t h i s .  
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A. 	 I d o n ' t  know, sir. 

Q= You knew t h e r e  had been some people k i l l e d  down 
t h e r e ,  and you repor ted  it t o  be by a r t i l l e r y  f i r e ?  

A. Yes, s i r .  I remember t h a t  t h e r e  was some t a l k  
between someone about t h e  number k i l l e d  by a r t i l l e r y .  
They thought it was by a r t i l l e r y .  

Q-	 Did Colonel HENDERSON go down low over  t h e  area.. 

then and s t a r t  looking around down t h e r e ?  .. 

A .  	 I d o n ' t  know, sir. 

Q. 	 You r e c a l l  now when you saw t h e s e  1 2  t o  15 bodies? 
You perhaps had heard about a l a r g e  number of people being 
k i l l e d .  I t  would seem l o g i c a l  t o  me, and 1 ' m  no t  saying it 
was s o ,  b u t  it would seem l o g i c a l  when you've heard something 
l i k e  t h i s  t h a t  most people would go down and t ake  a look. 

A. Could have been. I th ink  I remember see ing  sever-  
a l  s o l d i e r s  going through t h e  hootches i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  I t  
was up on t h e  upper end. 

Q e  
 The nor th  end of t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. 	 Yeah. 

Q- Were you down low s o  you could s e e  them? 

A, We had t o  be. 

Q. You were c i r c l i n g  down over  them and see ing  how 
they were doing? 

A. 	 Yes, s ir .  

Q. Do you remember see ing  any dead bodies  a t  t h i s  
time? 

A. 	 Yes, s i r ,  b u t  they were s c a t t e r e d .  

There were s c a t t e r e d ,  l ay ing  around. 

Y e s ,  s ir .  
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Q* And you t h i n k  t h i s  was i n  t h e  nor thern  edge about 
i n  t h e  c e n t e r  of t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Tha t ' s  t h e  way I seen it. Yes, sir. 

Q- Could t h i s  have been when you saw those  1 2  t o  15 
on t h e  one s i d e  o r  t h e  o the r?  

Could have been. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  being down low over  t h e  v i l l a g e  and 
watching t h e  t roops  go through? Were they  f i r i n g ?. . 

A. No. 

Q. Was t h e r e  a l o t  of smoke? We have reason t o  be l i eve  
they were burning down hootches. Did you s e e  any of those  
hootches burning? 

A. No. 

Q 
tough. 

I t  might make t h e  v i s i b i l i t y  down t h e r e  a l i t t l e  

No. 

Q Who was Colonel HENDERSON t a l k i n g  t o ?  What was 
he doing, j u s t  looking,  o r  was he t a l k i n g  on t h e  r ad io?  

A. . I can remember him t a l k i n g  t o  t h e  ground. I th ink  
t h i s  i s  when he was t a l k i n g  t o  t h e  ground, sir.  

Q. What d i d  he say? 

A. I d o n ' t  know, sir.  

Q Do you r e c a l l  any t ransmiss ion  about s t o p  t h e  
k i l l i n g ?  

A. NO, sir.  

Q "What a r e  you doing down t h e r e , "  and anything 
along t h a t  l i n e ?  

A. Seems l i k e  he s a i d  something l i k e ,  "How's it 
going now," o r  something along t h a t  o rde r .  
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Q. Do you r e c a l l  Saber 6 coming i n  on t h e  r a d i o  about 
t h i s  time? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. Sometime on t h i s  morning you had t o  go t o  Quang 
Ngai. Colonel HENDERSON was going t o  meet t h e  province c h i e f  
t h e r e .  You may n o t  have known he was going t o  meet t h e  pro- 
vince c h i e f ,  bu t  you s u r e l y  knew you were l eav ing  t h e  a r e a  
and going down t o  Quang Ngai. Do you remember t h i s ,  o r  him 
saying i t ' s  t ime t o  go t o  Quang Ngai? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  because I c a l l e d  headquar ters  an'd t o l d  
them. 

Q. Were you l eav ing  t h i s  a rea?  

A. . Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. Was t h i s  r i g h t  after: you had been low over  t h e  
v i l l a g e ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. I belie.ve s o ,  because we c i r c l e d  a 
couple of t imes and he s a i d :  " A l l  r i g h t ,  M r .  COONEY, l e t ' s  
go t o  Quang Ngai. " 

Q- Was he calmed down by t h i s  time a l i t t l e  b i t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  H e  s e  3med as  though everyth ing  was i n  
order .  

Q* Did M r .  COONEY climb up i n  a l t i t u d e ?  Do you re-
member him going up? Do yc-,u remember him c a l l i n g  back and 
saying t h a t  we ' re  going t o  Quang Ngai? 

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q. H e  d i d n ' t  go P3w l e v e l ?  

A. No, s ir .  

Q. Do you remembzr see ing  a l o t  of people about 
t h i s  time walking down t h e  road? Were t h e r e  a l o t  of V i e t -
namese evading o r  g e t t i - l g  o u t  of t h e  area?  

A. I be l i eve .  
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Q Remember s e e i n g  any dead ones  down t h e r e ?  

A. It may have been,  b u t  i f  t h e r e  w a s  t h e r e  w e r e n ' t  
many. 

Q- Were you l a t e  f o r  t h e  meeting? 

A. I d o n ' t  know, s ir .  

Q- Did he s a y ,  "Hurry up, M r .  COONEY," o r  w a s  it 
j u s t  s t a t e d  f a c t  t h a t  i t ' s  t i m e  t o  go? 

A. I t  w a s  more o r  less--

Q • ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  There w a s n ' t  any emergency about  
g e t t i n g  on w i t h  t h e  t h i n g ?  

A. N o ,  sir.  

. Q *  W e  have reason  t o  b e l i e v e  t h e  meeting w a s  t o  t a k e  
p l ace  a t  1100 i n  t h e  morning. 

Y e s ,  sir. 

Q: Do you r e c a l l  him making any t r a n s m i s s i o n s  en r o u t e  
down t h e r e ?  You c a l l e d  back and s a i d  t h a t  y o u ' r e  en r o u t e  t o  
Quang Ngai, l e a v i n g  t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  area, o r  some such t h i n g .  
D o  you r e c a l l  him t a l k i n g  t o  anybody want ing t o  t a l k  t o  any-
body as you depa r t ed?  

A. No. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  l and ing  a t  Quang Ngai? 

A. . Y e s ,  sir.  

Q Who g o t  o f f  w i t h  Colonel  HENDERSON t o  go t o  t h e  
meeting w i t h  him o r  l e a v e  w i t h  him t o  Quang Ngai? 

A.  I d o n ' t  know, sir. 

Q. You d o n ' t  recal l  who was aboard and s o  on?-
A. N o ,  s ir .  

APP T-267 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


Q. I thought  maybe you 'd  be a b l e  t o  p i c t u r e  somebody 
g e t t i n g  o f f ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q- You s h u t  down t h e r e ,  I presume? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  I t  looked something l i k e  a b a s e b a l l  
f i e l d ,  and it had a b i g  fence  around i t ,  and a g a t e  t o  i t ,  
and it was g r a s s .  

Q J  Did a v e h i c l e  come o u t  and p i c k  him up? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

B o  W a s  t h e r e  somebody i n  t he .  jeep o r  w a s  t h e r e  j u s t  
a d r i v e r ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  somebody was i n  t h e  v e h i c l e .  

Do you t h i n k  Colonel  HENDERSON went t h e r e  by 
h imse l f ?  Climbed i n  t h e  f r o n t  s e a t  and took o f f ?  
Q o  


A .  I d o n ' t  know. 

Q o  Were you t h e r e  f o r  a p e r i o d  of  t ime? You f i n a l l y  

s h u t  down t h e  h e l i c o p t e r .  


A, We had a couple  cans  of  C- ra t ions .  


Q- You a t e  wh i l e  he was gone then?  


A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. Your r a d i o s  were s h u t  down? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q e  
 Do you remember about  how long  you were t h e r e ?  
Could you g i v e  an e s t i m a t e  as t o  whether it w a s  15 minutes  
o r  an  hour? Did it seem l i k e  a long  t ime? 

A. It seemed l i k e  it w a s .  
-
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Q. Did you g e t  a chance t o  t a k e  a l i t t l e  snooze? 

A. W e l l ,  t h e r e  were a l o t  of Vietnamese k i d s ,  t hey  
came o u t  t o  t h e  chopper, I remember they  s t a r t e d  g e t t i n g  
a l i t t l e  b i t  t o o  c l o s e  and t h e r e  was q u i t e  a crowd of them, 
and w e  t a l k e d  t o  them a l i t t l e  b i t  and s t u f f  l i k e  t h a t .  

Q- Did you g i v e  them any candy? 

A. No,, sir .  

9- D i d n ' t  g i v e  them anyth ing  t o  e a t  o u t  o f  t hose  
C-ration . cans?:. 

A. No, s ir .  

Then he  came back? 

A. Y e s .  

Q Then you cranked up aga in  and g o t  t h e  k i d s  shooed 
away, and where d i d  you go? Was it Duc Pho? Did you go back 
through t h e  a r e a ?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember, sir.  

Q- Do you remember him checking t o  see how h i s  oper-
a t i o n  was going on o r  g e t t i n g  a s i t u a t i o n  r e p o r t  from Coyote 6? 

A. I t  seemed l i k e  he c a l l e d  back. 

Q- HOW? 

I b e l i e v e  he c a l l e d  back. 

Q- To whom, . t h e, br igade?  

A. I d o n ' t  know. . No, he d i d n ' t  c a l l  back t o  head-
q u a r t e r s .  

Q Do you remember t h e  t y p e  of r e p o r t ,  t h a t  eve ry th ing  
was a l l  r i g h t ?  Do you remember what was s a i d ?  

A. I t  seemed l i k e  they  had e v e r y t h i n g  i n  c o n t r o l ,  and 
they w e r e  j u s t  t r y i n g  t o  check o u t  t h e  a r e a  more o r  less. Then 
w e  went back t o  Duc Pho. 
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Q- Any word about U.S. c a s u a l t i e s ?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember, sir. 

8 - A l i e u t e n a n t  being k i l l e d ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q- You went back t o  Duc Pho. When you had go t t en  
back t h e r e ,  had Colonel HENDERSON e a t e n  y e t ,  i f  you remember? 
Did he say anyth ing .  about h i s  being hungry?. 

A. I b e l i e v e  he wanted Sergeant WARNER t o  f i x  him 
somethifig. 

Q - What k ind  of i n s t r u c t i o n s  d i d  he g ive  M r .  COONEY 
then  about when he was going t o  need him again? . 

A. I d o n ' t  know. 

Q. There i s  reason t o  b e l i e v e  t h e r e  was going t o  be 
a  Lieutenant  General DOLEMAN who was going t o  come i n  t h e  
af ternoon.  You were going t o  have t o  t ake  him up t o  LZ Dot t i e .  
You were going t o  meet him t h e r e  a t  Bronco. 

A. I don ' t remember. 

Q- Do you remember t ak ing  o f f  l a t e r  i n  t h e  af te rnoon 
and going up t o  LZ D o t t i e  again? 

A. Yes, s i r ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  be l i eve  I went. 

Q e  
 You d o n ' t  t h i n k  you went? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. You mean Colonel HENDERSON d i d n ' t  go? 

A. He d i d n ' t  go. That I s  r i g h t .  

Q. Did he go on another  sh ip?  

A. No, sir.  I th ink  t h e r e  wasnl t enough room. 

Q e  There wasn ' t  enough room? 
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A. Something l i k e  t h a t ,  because when he g o t  back, our 
log d i d n ' t  l i s t  f l y i n g  time f o r  him. 

Q - You d i d n ' t  go along on t h a t  a f te rnoon t r i p ?  

A. NO, sir.  

Q. What t ime d i d  they g e t  back, do you r e c a l l ?. -

A. N o ,  sir.  

Q - Did General DOLEMAN go on t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  with 
Colonel HENDERSON, o r  were you t h e r e  when t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  
departed? 

A NO, sir. I wasn't .  

Q. You d i d n ' t  know who went with him, b u t  you were 
t o l d  t h e r e  wasn ' t  going t o  be enough room? 

A. Y e s .  

Q- Who t o l d  you t h a t ?  

.A. I b e l i e v e  Colone 1 HENDERSON. 

Q - Was t h i s  a f t e r  you--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  This was a f t e r  we had a l ready 
landed. 

Q. A f t e r  you had landed coming in--

(1nterposir .g) Coming i n  f o r  h i s  lunch. 

Coming i n  f o r  h i s  lunch? 

That ' s r i g h t .  

Q. And he t o l d  you t o  go g e t  him something t o  e a t  o r  
c a l l e d  i n  ahead t o  .'.lave something made. Did he c a l l  i n  ahead? 

A. N o ,  sir. We d i d n ' t  c a l l  i n .  
. . 

Q. T h a t ' s  when he t o l d  you t h a t  he was going t o  be 
gone again t h i s  i~ f t e rnoonb u t  s a i d  t h a t , y o u  were t o  s t a y  back? 
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A. No, t h a t ' s  n o t  when he t o l d  me. He t o l d  me l a t e r  
on. 

Q When you brought him h i s  chow, was he i n  t h e  CP? 

A. H e  came over  and a t e  i n  t h e  mess h a l l ,  I be l i eve .  

Q. Do you remember any r a d i o  conversa t ions  t h a t  day
s p e c i f i c a l l y .  Are any of them s tuck  i n  your head now? Can 
you j u s t  about r e c a l l  any r a d i o  t ransmiss ions  now s p e c i f i c a l l y  
t h a t  s t i c k  o u t  i n  your mind? 

A. I can remember one with t h e  Warlords. Tha t ' s  about 
t h e  only one I remember. 

Q. Do you remember one about t h e  two VC t o  t h e  north-
n o r t h e a s t  of t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. I more o r  l e s s  saw t h a t ,  I d i d n ' t  h e a r  a conver-
s a t i o n .  

Q How about t h e  one with a  l a r g e  number of people 
down t h e r e  walking o r  g e t t i n g  down 521?. 

A. I remember see ing  t h e  people. 

Q Women and k i d s ,  o l d  men? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q Do you remember any of them going up t o  t h e  
north? 

A. Y e s .  

Q Q u i t e  a l a r g e  number of people going up. 

A. A f t e r  we t r acked  some; we t racked two up i n  here.  
This r i v e r , .  t h e r e  was sand on t h e  bank. 

Q Northeast  of t h e  v i l l a g e  t h e r e  along t h a t  creek? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  
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Q e  You t r a c k e d  two? 

A. They w e r e  k i d s ,  t h a t ' s  r i g h t .  They were 
k i d s ,  they  w e r e  young ones ,  and w e  checked on them. 

Q When was t h i s ?  Was t h i s  e a r l i e r  i n  t h e  
day? 

A. Y e s ,  t h a t  was e a r l i e r  i n  t h e  day now. I 
know t h e r e  w e r e  two up t h e r e  though.. . 

Q. W e  have reason t o  b e l i e v e  t h e r e  w e r e  q u i t e  
a few people  around h e r e ,  and you could w e l l  have been 
checking them. 

A. And I can remember t h e  sand. 

Q. Was he down low c i r c l i n g  ove r  them a t  t h i s  
time? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. What about those  12 o r  15 dead t h a t  you saw? 
When was t h i s  ir, r e a l a t i o n  t o  any of t h e  i n c i d e n t s  o r  
conversa t ions  t h a t . y o u - h a d ?  Do you r e c a l l  any k ind  of 

. .sequence? 

A. No, s ir ,  I d o n ' t .  I know t h a t  it w a s n ' t  
j u s t  as we--I  c a n ' t  s ay  f o r  s u r e .  

Q. What w e r e  you going t o  say? 

A. I t h i n k  it wasn ' t  j u s t  a s  w e  went i n .  

Q This  was l a t e r  on. 

A. Y e s ,  it had t o  be l a t e r  on. 

Q. Probably when you came back from r e f u e l i n g ?  

A.  I t  could  have been. 

Q. You were around t h e  a r e a  t h e r e  f o r  a l i t t l e  
whi le ,  t a l k i n g  t o  t h e  t r o o p s ,  low and checking o u t  t h e  
People t h a t  were " d i - d i ' i n g "  t o  t h e  n o r t h .  Was t h i s  when 
You saw t h e  dead ones ,  12 t o  15? 
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A. I t h i n k  so.  

Q And you c i r c l e d  ove r  them low, you say? 

A. Y e s ,  w e  w e r e  very low. 

Q Very low?. . 

A. So I could  see them. 

Q Were they  i n  a k ind  of group o r  w e r e  t h e y- -

spread o u t ?  

A. I t  looked l i k e  t h e r e  were t r e e s  on e i t h e r  
s i d e  of t h e  t r a i l ,  and it looked l i k e  they  w e r e  going 
down t h e  t r a i l .  A l l  of  a sudden something i n t e r r u p t e d ,  
and they g o t  on t h e  d i t c h  on e i t h e r  s i d e  a long  t h e  
trees. T h a t ' s  where they  d ied .  

Q- They d ied  i n  t h e  d i t c h ?  

A. Y e s ,  because it was s o r t  of a l i n e .  

Q The d i t c h  was a l i n e ?  

A. Y e s ,  and t h e  bodies  too.  They weren ' t  j u s t  
s c a t t e r e d  around. I t  was more o r  less a p a t t e r n .  

Q A p a t t e r n  of. . what, bodies?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  it went a long wi th  t h e  trees. 

Q. J u s t  one d i t c h  o r  was it two d i t c h e s ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know, sir.  

Q. L e t  me show you photograph P-46. J u s t  d i s -
regard a l l  of t h e  t r a c k s  and look a t  t h e  t e r r a i n  he re .  
Does t h i s  look l i k e  anything? 

It was something s i m i l a r  t o  t h a t .  

Q . I t  was? 
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Yes.A. 

Q Simi la r  t o  what you see  here?  This was a 
r i g h t  angle  a s  you can see  h e r e  on t h i s  photograph. There 
is  a l i t t l e  bunch of hootches i n  t h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) ,  and 
what you ' r e  looking a t  i s  t h i s  a r e a  r i g h t  here.  

A. Y e s .  I can remember t h i s  l i t t l e  L. I can 
remember t h e s e  scrubs h e r e ,  and I wondered i f  t h e r e  was 
anyone i n  t h e r e .  

Where were t h e  bodies  on t h a t  p i c t u r e ?  

I b e l i e v e  they  were back down. 

Q Back down . j u s t. a l i t t l e  f u r t h e r  south? 

A. I d o n ' t  know. I can remember t h i s  r i g h t  
here  ( indica t i r ib)  , because I can remember--

Q- ( In te rpos ing)  Can you remember see ing  t h e  
bodies t h e r e ?  

A. No. 

Q • I s n ' t  t h i s  t h e  p l a c e  where you saw those  
bodies? 

A. I d o n ' t  know, sir. 

Q Does it look l i k e  t h e  p l a c e  where you saw 
those bodies? 

A. This  looks l i k e  t h e  p lace .  This  looks l i k e  
it r i g h t  h e r e ,  except  it d i d n ' t  have t h e  shrubs on 
e i t h e r  s i d e .  

Q =  This  d i t c h  runs r i g h t  s t r a i g h t  down on to  t h e  
b i g  a e r i a l  photograph. 

A. Yes. 

Q. I t ' s  a p r e t t y  long d i t c h .  
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Yes.A. 
\ 

Q Can you remember anything e l s e  on 16 March, now 
t h a t  we've been through it i n  some d e t a i l ,  t h a t  you h a v e n ' t  
t o l d  me about.  I remember now what you s a i d  about t h e  l i f t .  
You r e c a l l . t h e  a c t i v i t y  of a couple VC o r  people here .  Do 
you remember see ing  any weapons t h e r e  by any chance t o  t h e  
nor th  of t h e  v i l l a g e ?  Do you remember hear ing  t h e r e  were 
weapons t h e r e  o r  s h e t h i n g ?  

A. No. Colonel HENDERSON saw weapons t h e r e .  

Q- Colonel HENDERSON d id?  

A. Yes. 

Q T h a t ' s  when t h e  ground t roops  came o u t  t h e r e ?  
.. . 

A. I t h i n k  they  were on t h e i r  way o u t ,  and he t o l d  
them where it was. I th ink  they  even dropped smoke. . 

Q Did you s t a y  t h e r e  while  they picked up those  
weapons o r  d id .  you--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  No, sir.  T h a t ' s  when we came 
over  here.  

? *  You came over  t h e r e  and these  people were moving
out  of t h e  a r e a  then? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  b u t  most of them were going down t h i s  
road. There weren ' t  t o o  many coming up t h i s  way. and I re-
member wondering why no people came o u t  of t h i s  v i l l a g e ,  and 
i f  t h e  t roops  kame i n  t h i s  way 1 remember wc,-.dering why' they  
went back' t h i s  way. 

Q Right. . t o. . t h e  southwest? 

Y e s .  

Q Rather than  a l l  going o u t  t o  t h e  e a s t  and north-
e a s t ?  

A. I t  seemed k ind  of l o g i c a l  t h a t  a l l  of them would 
. . 

come out  t h i s  way. . . 

. . 
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Q *  To t h e  n o r t h e a s t ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. And t h a t  i s  what remained i n  my 
mind, t h e  f a c t  t h a t  i n  t h i s  a r e a  h e r e  t h e r e  w e r e n ' t  t o o  
many people  t r y i n g  t o . g e t  o u t .  

Q. This  i s  when you came ove r  h e r e  and you d i s -  
covered t h e s e  two' l i t t l e  fe l lows  you w e r e  t r a c k i n g  had 
tu rned  o u t  t o  be young boys. 

A. It was . t h a t  I know aroused h i s  something-
i n t e r e s t .  

Q. Then about t h i s  t i m e  i s  when you saw t h e  
rocke t .  And what have you going on,  down h e r e  a t  H i l l  85? 

- .  

A. I b e l i e v e  s o ,  yes ,  because I had t o  look 
back-, . . w e r e  behindthey  us .  

Q =  You probably came up and took a swing a t  t h a t ,  
and then  r i g h t  a f t e r  a l l  of t h i s  was going on you made an 
approach ove r  h e r e  on t h e  a r t i l l e r y  n o t  g e t t i n g  s h u t  o f f  
i n  t i m e .  But be fo re  t h a t  you made your approach i n ' t o  
p i ck  up t h e s e  two l i t t l e  fe l lows .  The way t h a t  I under-
s t a n d  it, M r .  ADCOCK, t h e  f i r s t  t h i n g  you saw was t h e  
l i f t .  You came i n  h e r e  wi th  t h e  two VC t h a t  t h e  gunships 
had go t t en .  

A. Y e s ,  b u t  t h e r e  was some t i m e  i n  between , t h i s .  

Q. There was? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. The l i f t  came i n  and they  p u t  down. 
Y e s ,  s ir ,  they  had j u s t  s t a r t e d  coming through t h e  v i l l a g e  
and w e  w e r e  back over  here .  

Q. You w e r e  back a t  t h e  south .  

A. And somebody s p o t t e d  some coming o u t  over  here .  
I can remember s e e i n g  t h e  t roops  come o u t  r i g h t  a long i n  
h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) ,  and I wondered how--I d o n ' t  know, j u s t  
sumething c rossed  my mind. I f  t hey  g o t  through t h e  v i l l a g e  
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t h i s  way, it seemed l i k e  it would be k ind  of  dangerous j u s t  
t o  run. 

When you s t a r t e d  ove r  here?  

A. I b e l i e v e  s o ,  yes .  

Q You saw a l l  of  t h e s e  people  down h e r e  which 
would have been l o g i c a l ,  because you saw t h e  people  going 
o u t  t o  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  and saw t h e  people  i n  t h e  southwest 
and decided t o  check them ou t .  That i s  when t h e  two w e r e  
s epa ra t ed  o u t ,  where t h e  f o u r  tu rned  o u t  t o  be two? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember it exac t ly .  

Q . I t  was about  t h i s  t ime,  a t  0800 i n  t h e  morn-
i n g ,  t h a t  you made t h i s  pickup which was some d i s t a n c e ,  i f  
I might add, from My La i  (4):  But t h a t  a r e a  was k i n d  of  
an open a r e a ,  wasn' t i t ?  

Y e s ,  sir. I t  was open. 

Q - You p icked  them up, and you knew they  w e r e  on-
board f o r  a p e r i o d  because you w e r e  concerned about  them? 

A, Y e s ,  sir. 

Q You heard about  t h e  mortars  be ing  f i r e d  over  
h e r e  on t h e  h i l l  from t h e  Warlords? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q You heard  about  t h e  missed approach and t h e  
a r t i l l e r y  n o t  s h u t t i n g  o f f ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q Then you probably went back t o  LZ D o t t i e  t o  
g e t  r i d  of t h e s e  two ~ i e t n m e s eyou had aboard. 

A. I remember Colonel  HENDERSON say ing  something 
t o  Colonel LUPER about  t h e  a r t i l l e r y .  Y e s  sir. 
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Q- I t  u p s e t  Colonel LUPER a l i t t l e  b i t ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir,  and he t r i e d  t o  c a l l  back. 

Q. Did he have h i s  RTO wi th  him? Did you have t o  
do some changing on t h e  f requencies  t h e r e ,  d i d  you? 

A. Y e s .  

Q- What w a s  Major MCKNIGHT doing a t  t h i s  time? 

A. I don' t know. 

Q But you took them back t o  LZ Dot t i e ,  p u t  t h e  
two Vietnamese down ou t s ide .  

A. Yes, and we had c a l l e d  and t o l d  them t h a t  we 
were b r ing ing  i n  t w o ,  and t h e r e  was someone t h e r e  t o  meet 
them. They wers t h e r e  ready t o  g e t  them. 

Q And they  g o t  o f f  of t h e  f l o o r  o r  wherever they 
were. Did you h e l p  them or  d i d  t h e  crew c h i e f  h e l p  them 
o f f ?  

A. The gunner d id .  

Q- The gunner d id?  

A. The crew chief  d i d ,  t h e  crew c h i e f .  

Q The crew chief  was on t h e  l e f t  and t h e  V i e t -
namese were s i t t i n g  on t h e  l e f t ?  

A. They were on t h e  r i g h t .  

Q. They were on t h e  r i g h t ?  

A. Right ,  because Colonel HENDERSON'S s e a t  took 
up a good b i t  of room here .  

Q. On t h e  l e f t ?  
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A. Yes. 

Q You d i d n ' t  s h u t  down a t  t h i s  t ime, b u t  then you 
g e t  r i d  of t h e s e  two Vietnamese. Then you charged r i g h t  over  
t o  t h e  r e f u e l i n g  dump, d i d  you? 

A. Yes, sir ,  and I thought about t h i s  awhile ago. 
I ' m  no t  s u r e ,  bu t  I th ink  we had t o  w a i t ,  somebody was re-
fue l ing .  

Q. There i s  a smal l  r e f u e l i n g  a r e a  over  t h e r e ?  

A. Yes, sir ,  it was. 

Q You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  who t h a t  was? 

A. No, sir.  

Q Do you r e c a l l  any conversa t ion  wi th  Coyote 6? 
Colonel HENDERSON d i d n ' t  g e t  o f f  when you took t h e  V i e t -
namese o f f  d i d  he? Did he g e t  o u t  of t h e  s h i p ?  

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q He came over  t h e r e  wi th  t h e  gunner and gave 
them t o  whoever came o u t  t o  p ick '  them up? 

A. A s  soon a s  we landed, t h e  crew ch ie f  was t h e  
f i r s t  one o f f .  He was wa i t ing ,  and somebody was s i t t i n g  
on my r i g h t  and I d o n ' t  remember who it was. Somebody 
was s i t t i n g  t h e r e ,  and they gave them t o  t h e  crew c h i e f .  
J u s t  about t h e  t ime t h e  crew ch ie f  got  h i s  hands on them, 
somebody was t h e r e .  

Q Colonel HENDERSON was s i t t i n g  on your. l e f t .  
-..

He d i d n ' t  g e t  ou t?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  he g o t  ou t .  

Q Did he go around? 
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A- NO, sir. 


Q H e  j u s t  g o t  o u t  and s t o o d  t h e r e  and climbed 
a 

back i n ?  

A. No. 

Q. H e  probably went around t h e  f r o n t  of t h e  s h i p  
maybe? You w e r e  n o t  t h e r e  very long? Then Colonel HENDER-
SON g o t  back aboard,  and t h e r e  was a conve r sa t ion  about 
g e t t i n g  some f u e l ?  

A. No, s i r ,  w e  r e f u e l e d  wh i l e  he was gone. No, 
sir. W e  d i d  r e f u e l  whi le  he  was i n  t h e  chopper. 

Q. Then when you were a t  t h e  r e f u e l i n g  dump, was 
t h a t  when he hopped o u t  and was gone, o r  d i d  you hover 
from t h e  r e f u e l i n g  dump up t o  Task Force Barker TOC? 

A. H e  went ove r  w i th  us t o  t h e  r e f u e l i n g .  

9. Righ t ,  and g o t  o f f .  

A. And g o t  o f f  t h e r e .  


Q- And t h e n  you went ahead and r e f u e l e d ?  


A.. Y e s ,  s i r ,  and t h a t  i s  when I was a lone  on t h e  
r a d i o  by M r .  COONEY. 

- . 

Q. A f t e r  r e f u e l i n g  you p icked  up and parked very 
f a r  away? 

A. No, s i r ,  n o t  ve ry  f a r .  

Q. Shut  down? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. And you were t h e r e  f o r  some p e r i o d ,  f o r  a 
whi le?  

. . 
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A .  Yes. 

Q And General KOSTER, you remember something
about General KOSTER? 

A. Yes. 

Q Now,. . i s  t h a t  when you s h u t  down? 
,. 

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q And then  Colonel HENDERSON came back o u t ,  and 
you went back o u t  t o ' t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  a r e a  and g o t  down 
low over t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Yes, sir.  

Q You saw t h e  t roops .  You were t a l k i n g  t o  some 
of t h e  t roops ,  saw 1 2  o r  15 bodies  i n  a d i t c h .  

A. I d o n ' t  know. I d o n ' t  know i f  t h a t ' s  when I 
saw them o r  no t .  I remember see ing '  them, 

Q* . You remember see ing  them? 

A. I remember what t h e  t e r r a i n  looked l i k e .  I t  
looked something l i k e  along t h i s  o r d e r  here  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) ,  
except--

Q . ( In te rpos ing)  , E x h i b i t  P-46,  and j u s t  t o  t h e  south  
.of what i s  shown h e r e  on P-46? 

. . 

A. I d o n ' t  know i f  it was down f u r t h e r ,  b u t  I 
remember see ing  t h i s  a rea .  The p lace  where I saw t h e s e  
bodies  was c lose .  This was no t  a iength of -Lme between 
t h e  two p laces .  I don' t know i f  it was c lose  t o g e t h e r ,  
but  it wasn ' t  t o o  long. I remember I saw two bodies ,  
and then I saw t h e  shrubs along t h e  d i t c h .  

Q v  Do you remember it because of--
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A. ( In t e rpos ing)  I was watching f o r  it. 

Q Then r i g h t  a f t e r  t h i s  i s  when you decided t o  
go t o  Quang Ngai, o r  some t i m e  a f t e r  t h i s ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q Do you remember c r u i s i n g  around any more be-
f o r e  you went t o  Quang Ngai? 

A. Before w e  went t o  Quang Ngai w e  c i r c l e d  a 
couple of t i m e s .-
9. A couple  t imes ove r  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  so.  

Q. You c i r c l e d  a couple t imes?  

A *  C i r c l e d  a couple t imes  around t h i s  a r e a .  

Q, A s  I r e c a l 1 , ~ y o us a i d  t h a t  you c i r c l e d  a 
couple t i m e s  around t h i s  d i t c h  where t h e s e  bodies  were, 
and then  c i r c l e d  some more around t h i s  whole a r e a ?  

, .. 

A. Y e s .  
I 

Q- Did you see any more bodies?  

A. No. 

Q. And then  nothing--you d i d n ' t  s e e  o r  h e a r  any-
t h i n g  about anyth ing  dur ing  t h i s  t i m e  t h a t  s t u c k  o u t  i n  
your memory? 

A. No. 

Q. Do you suppose you could have gone ove r  c l o s e r  
t o  t h e  c o a s t ,  t o  see  how t h a t  o t h e r  u n i t  was doing? 

A .  It seems l i k e  w e  d id .  And it seems l i k e  I 
remember t h e r e  w a s n ' t  a s  much a c t i v i t y  over  t h e r e .  
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Q. Perhaps t h e r e  were some t r o o p s  a long  t h e  
beach? 

A. I t  w a s  back t h i s  way. 

Q A l i t t l e  s m a l l  s t r i p  of  l a n d ,  a r i v e r  and--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I remember it was (a p r e t t y  pas-
sage  because they  w e r e  coming t h i s  way, t h e  k i d s .  The 
mountains were back h e r e ,  and t h e  Warlords. 

Q Do you remember whether  o r  n o t  t h e y  were 
g e t t i n g  any k i l l s  o v e r  t h e r e  n e a r  t h e  beach? 

A. No, sir. 

Q Sometime a f t e r  t h i s  you went t o  Quang Ngai? 

A. - Y e s ,  sir. 
I 

Q . You s h u t  down, a t e  chow, w e r e  t h e r e  f o r  a per -
i o d  of t ime? 

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q Then you went back down t o  Duc Pho? You ar-
ranged f o r  some chow f o r  Colonel  HENDERSON i n  t h e  messha l l?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q A f t e r  t h a t  you k i n d  of  hung around a t  t h e  head-
q u a r t e r s ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q H e  came o u t  and t o l d  you t h a t  you c o u l d n ' t  go? 

A. H e  t o l d  m e  a f t e r  L ieu t enan t  General  DOLEMAN 
had a r r i v e d .  

Q They had a r r i v e d ?  -

A. I d o n ' t  remember him, b u t  I remember somebody. 
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Q Some V I P ,  and t h e n  he came .out--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Like I s a i d ,  I w a s  s t a n d i n g  t h e r e  
ready,  They came o u t  of  t h e  TOC, and he  t o l d  m e  t h a t  I 
wou.ld n o t  be  going.  

Q. When he came back,  you logged i n  h i s  t ime? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. M r .  ADCOCK, what can you t e l l  m e  about  t h e  17 th?  
F i r s t  o f f ,  l e t ' s  s t a r t  w i th  t h e  1 7 t h .  Do you remember going 
up t o  D o t t i e ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q. Sometime, e i t h e r  t h e  1 7 t h  o r  t h e  18th--now f i r s t  
o f f  t h e  1 7 t h  w a s  a Sunday; t h e  1 8 t h  w a s  a Monday. I t  may n o t  
be impor t an t ,  b u t  Sunday i s  a church day. 

There  was a meeting down t h e r e  a t  Duc Pho t h a t  
Colonel  HENDERSON had. Colonel  HOLLADAY, d i v i s i o n  a v i a t i o n  
o f f i c e r ,  came ove r .  Major WATKE, t h e  Warlord f e l l o w  from 
t h e ,  ae ro-scounts ,  came over .  They had a  meet ing r i g h t  t h e r e .  
This  w a s  i n  t h e  a f t e rnoon .  Do you recal l  any th ing  about  
t h a t ?  Do you recal l  them coming? 

A. I remember t h e  Warlords w e r e  t h e r e .  

Q. You remember t h e  Warlords coming. Do you remember 
Colonel  HOLLADAY coming? 

L 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. W a s  t h i s  i n  t h e  a f t e rnoon  o r  t h e  morning? Do 
you remember? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember, sir. 

Q Do you t h i n k  it was i n  t h e  a f t e r n o o n ,  probably 
a o u t  2 o ' c l o c k  i n  t h e  a f t e rnoon?  Did you go o u t  f l y i n g  ' 

i n  t h e  morning? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember, s ir .  
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Q You d o n ' t  remember? Did you go t o  church? 

A. No, sir.  

Q You d i d n ' t  go t o  church much? 

A. Not wi th  Colonel HENDERSON, with General LIPS-
COMB. 

Q I see .  Ear ly  on t h e  morning of t h e  1 7 t h ,  Gen-
e r a l  DOLEMAN was back. This t ime he had General KOSTER wi th  
him. Colonel HENDERSON was i n  t h e  TOC. They were going t o  
b r i e f  General KOSTER and General DOLEMAN r i g h t  t h e r e  a t  
t h e  11th  Brigade. I t  should have been about 0900--0830, 
0900 i n  t h e  morning. They weren ' t  t h e r e  very long. he^ 
l e f t  about 09 15. 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q Do you remember t h a t ?  

A. Yes, I remember General KOSTER coming i n .  U s -
u a l l y  when someone's t h e r e  l i k e  t h a t ,  I had t o  s t a y  on my 
toes .  

Q- Stay r i g h t  on t h e  b a l l ?  

- A. And I remember he d i d n ' t  s t a y  very long. 

Q They d i d n ' t  s t a y  very long. Do you remember 
General DOLEMAN? He was a t h r e e - s t a r  genera l .  Did Gen-
e r a l  KOSTER have somebody with him? 

A. Yes, sir.  

Q . Do you remember what you d i d  a f t e r  t h a t ?  This 
meeting we r e f e r r e d  t o  e a r l i e r  was l a t e r  than  t h i s ,  l a t e r  
i n  t h e  af te rnoon a f t e r  lunch. Do you remember what hap-
pened a f t e r  General KOSTER l e f t ,  between t h a t  and t h e  time 
t h i s  aero-scout Warlord, Major WATKE, came down t h e r e ?  Did 
you go anywhere? 

A. Seems l i k e  w e  d id .  
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Q- Seems l i k e  you went o u t  f l y i n g ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. Do you remember i f  you went back up i n  t h i s  
a r e a ?  

A. I don' t know. 

Q You d o n ' t  know. But you remember g e t t i n g  
back i n  t i m e  f o r  lunch? 

A. I b e l i e v e .  

Q- And t h e n  a f t e r  lunch ,  o r  a l i t t l e  b i t  a f t e r  
lunch ,  Major WATKE and Colonel  HOLLADAY came down t h e r e  
f o r  t h a t  meeting? 

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q Did you go f l y i n g  a f t e r  t h e  meeting? 

A. I don' t know. 

Q- The n e x t  day,  Monday, 18 March, you went t o  
LZ D o t t i e  i n  t h e  morning. I n  f a c t ,  you probably  took o f f  
somewhere around 0830 i n  t h e  morning, maybe 0815, n o t  t o o  
e a r l y .  You g o t  up t h e r e  about  0900. General  KOSTER--
c o r r e c t i o n ,  General  YOUNG came i n  up t h e r e  r i g h t  a f t e r  
you d i d .  

A. I d o n ' t  remember, sir.  

Q. Don' t  remember? Well ,  a f t e r  General  YOUNG 
and Colonel  HENDERSON--you s h u t  down up t h e r e  because 
t h e r e  w a s  a meet ing,  and Colonel  HENDERSON was gone 
f o r  some t i m e .  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  t h a t ' s  r i g h t .  I remember General  
YOUNG coming. H e  never  went o u t  t o o  much and he  w a s  
s , . , r t  of  a new f a c e .  He d i d  s t a y  t h e r e  a p r e t t y  long  
wh i l e ,  y e s .  
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Q But d i d  General  YOUNG leave  then? H e  l e f t  b e f o r e  
you d i d ,  d i d n ' t  he? 

A. I don' t know. 

Q Okay, b u t  Colonel HENDERSON was t h e r e  f o r  a p r e t t y  
good whi le?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. When he came back t o  t h e  s h i p ,  do you remember 
where y ~ uwent? 

A. I t  seems l i k e ,  I d o n ' t  know i f  it was t h e  1 8 t h ,  
b u t  one t ime w e  went back ove r  t h i s  a rea .  

Q. Yes? T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  Did you look a t  i t ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir,  b u t  d i d n ' t  s t a y  t o o  long.  

Q No? You k e p t  down low though? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q- Did you see anyth ing  t h e r e ?  

A. It looked a l i t t l e  d e s e r t e d .  

Q Then where d i d  you go a f t e r  you c i r c l e d  a 
couple of  t imes low? Then where d i d  you go? Do you ?ern-
ember t h i s  now. 

A. I s m  t r y i n g  t o  say  Chu L a i ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  know. 

Q Do you remember going c u t  t o  t h e  f i e l d ,  l anding?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. T e l l  m e  about  it. 

A. W e l l ,  he went down and g o t  o u t  of  t h e  chopper. 

Q What d i d  you do? What d i d  t h e  chopper do? 

( 
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A. It went back up. 

Q It went back up. 

A. I s t a y e d  on t h e  ground w i t h  him. I had t h e  
smoke s t u f f  t o  s i g n a l  t o  c a l l  t h e  chopper. The chopper 
s t a y e d  up c i r c l i n g .  And he went i n  t o  t a l k  t o  t h e  com-
pany commander. 

Q Do you remember who t h a t  company commander 
was? 

A. No, s ir .  I remember what it w a s  l i k e .  There 
was an o l d ,  o l d  house i n  f r o n t  of  a l i t t l e  k n o l l .  

Q- A graveyard around t h e r e  t o o ?  

'A. Yeah. 

Q- There w a s .  They had t o  s e c u r e  t h e  a r e a ,  d i d  
they? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. Was Colonel  HENDERSON e x c i t e d  a t  t h i s  t i m e ,  
wi th  you. You and Colonel  HENDERSON g o t  o f f  and who 
else, Colonel  LUPER? 

A. I don 't know. 

Q You d o n ' t  know. But he was--but you were on 
t h e  ground t h e r e  f o r  a l i t t l e  p i e c e ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. I know Colonel  HENDERSON and I 
were. 

Q. Did you have a smoke w i t h  you? Did you t a k e  
a smoke w i t h  you o r  d i d  you g e t  one from t h e  ground 
t r o o p s ?  

A. No, I had mine w i t h  m e .  I had a couple  of  
packs of c i g a r e t t e s .  I gave them t o  a f e l l a .  They w e r e  
k inda  s h o r t .  I remember t a l k i n g  t o  him. . 
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Do you remember any of t h e  conve r sa t ion  h e r e ?  

(Witness i n d i c a t e s  i n  t h e  nega t ive . )  

Did Colonel  HENDERSON go up wi th  t h e  company 
commander? 

A.  Y e s ,  sir.  You mean back up? 

Q No. 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  He went off--he s t o o d  up next--
t h e r e  w a s ,  l i k e  I s a i d  t h e r e  w a s  a b u i l d i n g .  I d o n ' t  
know i f  it w a s  a house o r  what. There was a b u i l d i n g  
t h e r e ,  and h e  s t o o d  o f f  on one c o r n e r  of t h e  b u i l d i n g .  

Q I see. -And they  t a l k e d  f o r  a whi le?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  

Q- J u s t  t h e  two of  them? 

A. No, s i r .  There w a s n ' t  j u s t  two of  them. 
Someone e l s e  was around. 

Q W e  have reason  t o  t h i n k  t h a t  it was Colonel  
LUPER. How long were you on t h e  ground t h e r e ,  would you 
say?  You w e r e  on t h e  ground f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t ime  now, o u t  
t h e r e  i n  t h e  middle of  nowhere, probably n o t  knowing 
e x a c t l y  where you were. 

A. W e  were t h e r e  around 20-25  minutes .  

Q Did you have your weapon wi th  you? 

A .  Y e s ,  s i r o  

Q - Stood r i g h t  up s t r a i g h t ?  

A. Well ,  y e s ,  s i r ,  t h e y  were p r e t t y  s e c u r e .  What 
it was, it w a s  o u t  i n  t h e  middle of a--it was j u s t  l i k e  
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a l o t  of r ice paddies  l i k e  t h i s ,  and w e  were s t a n d i n g  
r i g h t  i n  t h e  middle of it. You could see a l l  around. 

Q Could you s e e  a r i v e r  up t o  your n o r t h ,  any
water?  

A. I d i d n ' t  n o t i c e  none. 

Q Then where d i d  you go a f t e r  you took o f f ?  W e l l ,  
f i r s t  o f f ,  l e t  m e  just--when he came back ove r ,  d i d  he s i g -
n a l  f o r  t h e  chopper t o  come back i n ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. You popped t h e  smoke? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

9. Did you have a r a d i o ?  

A. No, sir ,  I don1-t t h i n k  so .  

Q How about  t h e  company commander's RTO? Was 
he around t h e r e ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

9- Did you and he t a l k  whi le  you were on t h e  
ground? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q Did h e  c a l l  f o r  t h e  chopper, o r  d i d  you j u s t  
pop t h e  smoke and t h e  chopper came i n ?  

A. I t h i n k  I j u s t  popped t h e  smoke. I ' m  n o t  su re .  

Q. The chopper came i n .  You climbed aboard and it 
took o f f ,  r i g h t ?  Then where d i d  you go? Don't remember? 
M r .  ADCOCK, you 've been most h e l p f u l .  The even t s  a s  you 
r e c a l l  them now are very c l o s e  t o  what we  b e l i e v e  t r a n s -
p i r e d  concerning Colonel HENDERSON and Colonel HENDERSON'S 
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s h i p .  Do you r e c a l l  a t  any t ime du r ing  t h e  1 6 t h .  1 7 t h ,  o r  
1 9 t h ,  o r  a t  any l a t e r  t ime ,  any concern by Colonel  HENDER-
son o r  t a l k  by Colonel  HENDERSON wi th  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  cas-
u a l t i e s  t h a t  were i n c u r r e d  du r ing  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ?  Did he  
t a l k  t o  Colonel  LUPER t h a t  you overheard ,  o r  d i d  you h e a r  
anyth ing  concerning t h i s  a r t i l l e r y ,  people  who w e r e  k i l l e d  
by t h e  a r t i l l e r y ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  him say ing  any th ing  about  t h a t ?  

A. N o .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  any conve r sa t ions  w i t h  anyone,
Colonel  HENDERSON on t h e  r a d i o ,  p e r s o n a l ,  t h a t  you over-
heard  i n  r e f e r e n c e . t o  c a s u a l t i e s ,  Vietnamese c a s u a l t i e s ,  
i n  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q Do you remember him t a l k i n g  t o  Colonel  BARKER 
about  i t ?  

A. A r e  you r e f e r r i n g  t o  a f t e r  t h e  1 6 t h ?  

Q . Any t i m e .  

A. Right  a f t e r  t h i s  a s s a u l t  h a d n ' t  been s t a r t e d  
. ve ry  long w a s  t h e  on ly  t ime I remember any th ing  b e i n g  

mentioned about  c a s u a l t i e s .  This  was when he remarked, 
I d o n ' t  know who he was t a l k i n g  t o  , when he s a i d  it look-
e d  l i k e  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  had t aken  p a r t .  

Q- Colonel  HENDERSON s a i d  t h i s ?  

A. I t h i n k  so .  E i t h e r  he s a i d  t h a t  o r  someone 
informed him of  it, 

Q W e ' l l  t a k e  a s h o r t  r e c e s s .  
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(The hear ing  recessed  a t  1845 hours ,  29 
January 19 70. ) 

(The hear ing  reconvened a t  1900 hours ,  29 
January 19 70. ) 

10: The hea r ing  w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  

RCDR: The fol lowing persons a r e  p resen t :  LTG 
PEE;RS, MR WEST, MR MACCRATE, MR WALSH, COL FRANKLIN, COL 
WILSON, LTC PATTERSON and MAJ COOP. 

oath.  
Mr. ADCOCK, I remind you t h a t  you ' r e  under 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

10: I ' d  l i k e  you t o  go ahead and l ead  him back 
through t h e  f l i g h t  as  you had done before .  

LTC PATTERSON: A l l  r i g h t ,  s ir .  M r .  ADCOCK, we'd l i k e  
t o  go back t o  t h e  15th b r i e f l y ,  15 March. You r e c a l l  
t h a t  change of command ceremony f o r  General LIPSCOMB. 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. Would you t e l l  us what occurred o r  what 
you d i d  a f t e r  t h e  change of command f o r  General LIPS- 
COMB? 

A. A f t e r  the  change of command, he went back 
t o  h i s  t r a i l e r ,  I b e l i e v e ,  an3 I rounded up a l l  h i s  
gear ,  baggage, and put  t h ~ m  i n  t h e  jeep. There was a 
s h o r t  pe r iod  of t i m e  between t h e  ceremony and h i s  de-
pa r tu re .  Then I took him over  t o  the  a i r s t r i p ,  t o  t h e  
plane.  We s a i d  our  goodbyes and he l e f t .  

Q. Then you went back and became assoc ia ted  
with Colonel HENDERSON? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q- What d i d  you and Colonel HE'IU'DERSON do i n  t h e  
af ternoon? 
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A .  W e  went up t h a t  a f t e rnoon .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  wherb you went? I b e l i e v e  you 
s t a t e d  ear l ie r  i n  your  t es t imony t h a t  you went up t o  LZ 
Do t t i e .  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q And I b e l i e v e  you i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  you w e r e  con-
cerned about  g e t t i n g  t h e  f r e q u e n c i e s  a l l  se t  because t h i s  
was t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  f o r  you t o  be an RTO i n  a h e l i c o p t e r .  

A. R igh t ,  s ir .  

Q You were on t h e  ground up t h e r e  and s h u t  down 
f o r  a p e r i o d  of t ime i n  t h e  a f t e rnoon .  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q Then, a f t e r  a p e r i o d  of t ime ,  Colonel  HENDER-
SON came back t o  t h e  s h i p .  Then where d i d  you go? 

A. I b e l i e v e  w e  went back t o  Bronco. 

Q I b e l i e v e  you i n d i c a t e d  e a r l y  i n  your tes t i -
mony t h a t  a f te r  you g o t  back t o  Bronco, you r e c e i v e d  some 
in fo rma t ion  from someone r e f e r e n c e  g e t t i n g  ready  f o r  t o -
morrow, t h e  1 6 t h .  

A. Right ,  sir. 

Q Do you remember g e t t i n g  some maps ready  and 
g e t t i n g  your se l f - -

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I was making mysePf a logbook 
f o r  f l y i n g  t ime ,  and g e t t i n g  maps ready ,  and making a 
c h a r t  of d i f f e r e n t  u n i t  c a l l  s i g n s ,  f r e q u e n c i e s ,  and s o  
f o r t h .  I checked TOC f o r  them, t o  check t h e  map, and t o  
look a t  t h e  v i c i n i t y  where we'd be  going.  

Q Where was t h a t  v i c i n i t y ,  and what were t h e  
p r imary  f r e q u e n c i e s  you were concerned wi th?  
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A. The pr imary f r e q u e n c i e s  were of  Task Force Barker  
and, of cou r se ,  Headquar ters  and Headquar ters  Company. Those 
were t h e  t w o  main f r equenc ie s .  

Q 0 On t h e  1 6 t h ,  do you r e c a l l  your  a c t i o n s  t h e  f i r s t  
t h i n g  on t h e  morning of t h e  1 6 t h  a f t e r  b r e a k f a s t ?  

A. It w a s  e a r l y .  I t  was e a r l i e r  t han  u s u a l ,  and of  
course  t h i s  was my f i r s t  f u l l  day.  I r e a l i z e d  t h a t  it was 
e a r l i e r  t h a n  General  LIPSCOMB had been going o u t .  And t h e  
on ly  t h i n g  I knew about  t h e  p l a c e  w e  w e r e  going i s  that--was 
t h a t  t h e  code name w a s  P i n k v i l l e .  

Q Can you f i x  t h e  t i m e  of  day? W a s  t h e  sun up
high or--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  No, s i r ,  it w a s  very  e a r l y .  I n  
f a c t ,  it w a s n ' t  even d a y l i g h t  y e t .  The sun w a s n ' t  up. I t  
w a s  s t i l l  a l i t t l e  dark ,  b u t  it was j u s t  beg inn ing  t o  be-
come day. AriG w e  l e f t  Bronco and f lew up t o  D o t t i e ,  I be-
l i e v e ,  and watched t h e  t r o o p s  board t h e  s l i c k s .  A s  I s a i d  
ear l ier ,  I though t  w e  went up t h e r e  because t h a t ' s  where 
t h e  a r t i l l e r y  was going t o  be coming from. 

Q- Were you t h e r e  a t  Up t igh t  ve ry  long? 

A. No, sir ,  n o t  a  ve ry  long  l e n g t h  of  t i m e .  

Q. Did t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  s h u t  down? Do you r e c a l l .  

A. I d o n ' t  know, sir.  

Q W e l l  t h e n ,  you d e p a r t e d  o u t  of  Upt igh t  sometime. 
Do you r e c a l l  s e e i n g  t h e  l i f t  go i n  o r  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  pre-
p a r a t i o n  o r  any p a r t  of t h e  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  I s a w  t h e  l i f t  go i n .  
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Q I n  what a r e a  was your s h i p  a t  t h i s  t ime? 

A. Now t h e  l i f t  went i n  on t h e  west  s i d e  of Pink-
v i l l e ,  a s  I s t a t e d  e a r l i e r ,  and w i t h  t h e  two gunships  
s t r a f i n g  on each s i d e .  

Q I s e e .  Was t h e r e  one gunship on each s i d e  o r  
two .gunships  on each  s i d e ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know of  b u t  one on each s i d e .  

Q . One on each  s i d e .  Why do you remember t h a t  
t h e r e  was one on each  s i d e ?  

A. Because I thought  it was a p r e t t y  f u t i l e  a t t e m p t  
t o  s t r a f e  t h e  wes te rn  most s i d e  of t h e  t r o o p s  because act-
u a l l y  t h e  enemy was on t h e  e a s t  of them, and t h e r e  was no 
cover  of  any s o r t ,  on t h e  wes te rn  s i d e .  And I thought  it 
was j u s t  more o r  less a waste .  That  was j u s t  what I thought .  

Q The gunship t h a t  f lew on t h e  e a s t  s i d e  of  t h e  
L Z ,  do you r e c a l l  watching him make h i s  f i r i n g  pas ses?  

A. Y e s ,  s i ro  

Q e  Where d i d  h i s  ordnance o r  f i repower  go? 

A. They s t a r t e d  a long  A on h e r e .  

Q On t h e  wes t e rn  edge of  t h e  v i l l a g e  of  My La i  
( 4 ) ?  

A. Y e s .  And it ranged--I d o n ' t  know, it j u s t  
ranged from normal cove r ,  i f  a l l , - - , , , . - t h a t ' sa l l  I can say ,  
it was j u s t  normal cover .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  it s t r i k i n g  i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  -

Q It d i d  s t r i k e  i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  
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A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. P a r t  of t h e  time t h e  gunships made t h e i r  runs 
though, d i d  you s e e  any of t h e  a r t i l l e r y  landing  i n  t h e r e ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  so. 

Q - I ' d  l i k e  t o  show you again a photograph, Ex-
h i b i t  P-196. Does t h a t  look s i m i l a r  t o  what you saw on t h e  
morning of 1 6  March? 

A. Yes, s i r ,  except  a s  I t o l d  you before .  We were 
i n  a d i f f e r e n t  p o s i t i o n .  I t  was o f f  t o  my l e f t .  They were 
here  i n  r e fe rence  t o  My Lai ,  and we were back behind them 
t o  t h e  r i g h t  of them, of t h e  gunships and t h e  t roops .  

Q And you remember that--how do you remember t h a t ,  
where t h e  p o s i t i o n  was? 

A. Because I remember looking down on-my l e f t  i n  
f r o n t  . 
Q- And do you remember t h i n k i n g  t h a t  you were o u t  
of t h e  a r t i l l e r y  gun-target l i n e ?  

A. Yes, t h e  a r t i l l e r y  was coming from Uptight.  

Q Do you remember see ing  t h e  smoke a s  you see  it 
t h e r e  i n  P-196? 

A. Yes, sir.  

Q I ' d  l i k e  t o  show you Exh ib i t  P-195, which i s  
taken apparent ly  a t  a l a t e r  time. Do you recognize t h a t  
scene i n  t h a t  photograph? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Does t h a t  look l i k e  My Lai ( 4 )  on t h e  morning 
of 16 March t o  you? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  I t  does. 
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Q A f t e r  t h e  s l i c k s  d e p a r t e d ,  and t h e  suppres s ion ,  
and t h e  t r o o p s  were on t h e  ground, do you remember s e e i n g  
t h e  t r o o p s  l e a v i n g  t h e  s h i p s  and moving from t h e  a i r c r a f t ?  

A. , Y e s ,  sir. They ' re  suppcsed t o .  A f t e r  t hey  de- 
p a r t e d  t h e  s h i p s ,  t h e y  took o f f  and t h e n  t h e y  began form- 
i n g  a s  t r o o p s  came i n .  And when they  formed, t h e y  s t a r t e d  
moving i n  t o  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q. I s e e .  And what d i d  you and Colonel  HENDERSON, 
o r  what d i d  your  s h i p  do about  t h i s  t ime ,  do you r e c a l l ?  

A. W e  were s t i l l  c i r c l i n g  t h e  a r e a .  We came i n  
c l o s e r  of  course .  The a r t i l l e r y  had s topped ,  and we came 
i n  c l o s e r .  W e  s a w  a l l  t h e  people  t r y i n g  t o  escape down t h e  
highway. And a few o f  them, t h e r e  w e r e n ' t  many, j u s t  a few, 
w e r e  coming th rough  t h e  r i c e  padd ie s ,  b u t  most of  them 
a long  t h e  t r a i l  t o  t h e  road ,  There were a few t h a t  went up 
t o  t h e  n o r t h ,  and j u s t  a very  few. 

Q. Did anyth ing  happen up t h e r e  t o  t h e  n o r t h  as you
recall? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  one of t h e  gunships  s p o t t e d  a couple  
of m i l i t a r y - a g e  males.  They were s u s p e c t s ,  and t h e y  caught  
them. They c a l l e d  f o r  a detachment of t h e s e  ground t r o o p s  
t o  come over .  They w e r e  on t h e  way ove r ,  and t h e r e  w e r e  
some k i l l s  made h e r e .  Colonel  HENDERSON s a w ,  I know he s a w .  
one weapon. 

Q o  
 W e l l ,  how do you know t h a t ?  

A. He s a i d  he d i d .  He s a i d  he saw cr.3 weapon, and 
he t a l k e d  t o  some of  t h e  ground t r o o p s  and t o l d  them t o  
make s u r e  t h e y  g o t  t h e  weapon. 

Q. Was your h e l i c o p t e r  a t  a l t i t u d e ?  

A. No, s i r ,  it w a s n ' t  ve ry  h igh .  I t  wasn? r i g h t  
on t b ?  ground,  of  course .  I t  was about  30 f e e t ,  I guess .  
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Q Did you land t h e r e ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q Did you drop any smoke, o r  was any smoke dropped
from your h e l i c o p t e r ?  

A. Yes, s i r ,  we dropped smoke t o  t r y  t o  mark t h e  
s p o t  where we c a l l e d  t h e  ground t roops .  

Q Can you r e c a l l  see ing  t h e  ground t roops  move 
o u t  through t h e  paddies toward these--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  Yes, s i r .  I remember see ing  them 
j u s t  a f t e r  they  had come ou t  of t h e  v i l l a g e  through t h e  
t r e e s .  

Q I see .  Then what d i d  you do, o r  what d i d  your
h e l i c o p t e r  do? 

A. There was a l s o  some a c t i o n  l i k e  I t o l d  you be-
fore .  I d o n ' t  know, I c a n ' t  determine t h e  e x a c t  p o s i t i o n  
these  were i n ,  bu t  t h e r e  was a l s o  two s p o t t e d  up here  i n  
t h e  sand along t h i s  r i v e r .  And I canqt remember exac t ly  
what happened t o  them. E i t h e r  they  disappeared o r  they 
were dismissed. I t ' s  p o s s i b l e ,  something. There was a l s o  
a Warlord had s p o t t e d  some mortar tubes  down h e r e ,  and they 
had found, I t h i n k ,  some p r i s o n e r s  o r  people o r  something. 

Q e  Were they f i r i n g  down t h e r e ?  

A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t  t h ink  so.  They asked permis-
s ion  t o  deploy some t r o o p s ,  some of t h e i r  people.  

Q L e t ' s  go back t o  t h i s  l i t t l e  engagement up here  
t o  t h e  n o r t h e a s t .  Do you r e c a l l  hovering low over  these  
fo lks?  

A. Yes, sir. 
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Q Were you s e p a r a t i n g  them from a l a r g e r  group,  
o r  w e r e  t h e r e  j u s t  two a l l  by themselves?  

A. They were,  l i k e  I s a y ,  s c a t t e r e d  b i g ,  and 
Colonel  HENDERSON s a i d  we'd j u s t  check them o v e r  t o  s e e  
what t hey  was l i k e .  But w e  w e r e  low enough t o  make t h e  
rice wave. 

Q And about  t h i s  t ime ,  do you r e c a l l  any shoot-
i n g  a t  a l l  down h e r e  a long  t h e  n o r t h  edge of  H i l l  85? 

A. No, s ir .  

Q. I b e l i e v e  you s t a t e d  e a r l i e r  something about  
some gunsh ips  making some p a s s e s ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  t h a t ' s  r i g h t .  They d i d .  And then  
t h e r e  w a s  some a c t i v i t y  down he re .  

Q - W e l l ,  f i r s t ,  back h e r e ,  where w e r e  t h e s e  gun-
s h i p s  t h a t  you r e c a l l  s ee ing?  What w e r e  t h e y  doing? 

A. They w e r e  on t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  of  H i l l  85 ,  and 
I don't know whether t h e y  were t r y i n g  t o  s e c u r e  t h e  a r e a  
o r  what. They thought  something was worthy of  f i r i n g  
a t ,  though. 

Q Were t h e y  shoo t ing?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q W a s  it machinegun f i r e  o r  could you t e l l  what 
k i n d  of f i r e  it w a s  t h e y  were shoot ing?  

A. I b e l i e v e  s o ,  s i r ,  yes .  

Q Where t h e r e  r o c k e t s  b e i n g  f i r e d  down t h e r e ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  They d i d n ' t  have t o o  many l e f t  by 
t h i s  t i m e ,  though, you see. 

Q And how were t hey  making t h e i r  p a s s e s  through 
he re?  Were they  endanger ing you up through h e r e ?  
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A. NO, sir. 

Q They w e r e  making them g e n e r a l l y  east  t o  west? 

A. Y e s ,  sir, o r  c o n f i n i n g  it i n  t h i s  area. 

Q o  I see. Were t h e  rounds t h a t  t hey  w e r e  s h o o t i n g  
l and ing  i n  p r e t t y  good f a s h i o n  down h e r e  a long  H i l l  85. o r  
w e r e  t h e y  l a n d i n g  i n  one of  t h o s e  clumps? 

A. . I don ' t know, s ir .  

Q - I b e l i e v e  t h e n ,  you a l s o  i n d i c a t e d  t h i s  e a r l i e r ,
t h a t  about  t h i s  t ime  you saw, o r  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  became con-
cerned w i t h ,  t h e  l a r g e  number o f  people  a long  Highway 521 
t o  t h e  southwest  h e r e .  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  There w a s  an unusua l ly  l a r g e  amount 
coming o u t  of  t h e  v i l l a g e  down t h i s  highway. And a s  I s a i d  
b e f o r e ,  it seemed kind of ~ i l u ~ i . i ~ lt o  ire, beiailae t h e  t r o o p s  
went i n  from t h i s  d i r e c t i o n .  Therefore  t hey  shou ld  have 
gone o u t  t h i s  way, b u t  t h e y  d i d n ' t .  They came down t h i s  
way. And a Primo chopper was down h e r e .  

Q e  What's a Primo chopper? 

A. That  w a s  one of  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r s  a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  
1 1 t h  I n f a n t r y  Br igade ,  

Q. Was it  a b i g  one? 

A. No, t h i s  w a s  a sma l l  bubble  t ype .  

Q. Small  bubble  t ype?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. They w e r e  p r e t t y  low t o  t h e  ground 
and t h e y  s a i d  t h e y  had a couple  of  t a r g e t s  t hey  w e r e  t r y -
i n g  t o  h i t .  Not f i r i n g  t o  k i l l ,  I d o n ' t  t h i n k ,  b u t  j u s t  
more o r  l e s s  t r y i n g  t o  s t o p  them and make them q u i t  run-
nS .lg and t r y i n g  t o  escape .  

Q- How many people  w e r e  t h e y  t r y i n g  t o  s e p a r a t e
from t h i s  group? 
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A. Two, I be l i eve .  

Q. Two? I thought you i n d i c a t e d  e a r l i e r  t h a t  t h e r e  
were more than t h a t ,  and l a t e r  on you determined t h e r e  were 
only two? 

A.  Yes, sir. 

Q- How many d i d  you t h i n k  t h e r e  were? 

A. I d i d n ' t  know e x a c t l y .  They was j u s t  a l a r g e  
amount of people on t h e  road. 

Q How many people was t h i s  l i t t l e  chopper t r y i n g  
t o  s e p a r a t e  ou t?  

A. Two. 

Q Two, okay. Then what was t h e  a c t i o n  once they  
go t  them separa ted .  What d i d  your h e l i c o p t e r  do? 

A. We p i c k ~ dthem up. 

Q. You went down and picked them up? 

A. Yes, s ir .  

9 Do you r e c a l l  landing  i n  t h e r e ?  

A. I r e c a l l  t h e  landing and p icking  t h e  two p r i -
soners  up. 

Q Who g o t  o u t  t o  g e t  them? 

A. The crew c h i e f .  

Q - The crew c h i e f .  By himself?  

A. Well, he was t h e  f i r s t  one o f f ,  and went and 
go t  them. And t h e r e  was one o t h e r  person ou t  t h e r e .  I 
t o l d  you I d o n ' t  remember who it was. I can ' t - -

Q 0 ( In te rpos ing)  Where was Colonel HENDERSON 
s i t t i n g  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  you? 
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A. H e  w a s  on my l e f t .  

Q 0 And you were i n  t h e  c e n t e r ?  

A .  Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. I see. And t h e  person  t o  g e t  o f f  h e r e  would 
be on t h e  l e f t ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q* And how do you r e c a l l  t h e s e  two f e l l o w s ,  t h e s e  
two Vietnamese? 

A. They looked a l i t t l e  f r i g h t e n e d :  t h e y  were 
s c a r e d ,  had t h e i r  s h i r t s  o f f .  

Q- They had t h e i r  s h i r t s  o f f ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q. And you p icked  them up. I b e l i e v e  you in -
d i c a t e d  you w e r e  a l i t t l e  concerned about  p u t t i n g  them 

. .
aboard your  s h i p ?  

A. N a t u r a l l y ,  ye s .  

Why? 

A. They d i d n ' t - - w e l l ,  f i r s t  o f f ,  t h e  crew c h i e f  
d i d n ' t  s e a r c h  them t o o  w e l l .  I d i d n ' t  know what it was. 
They cou ld ' ve  had a grenade o r  maybe a k n i f e  o r  something 
l i k e  t h a t .  I w a s  more concerned about  grenades  t han  any-
t h i n g  e l s e .  

Q I see. And where d i d  you p u t  them on t h e  
s h i p ?  

A. I remember p u t t i n g  one of them on t h e  f l o o r  i n  
f r o n t .  

Q A s  I unders tand  it, your conso le  was i n  t h e  mid-
d l e  of t h e  s h i p ?  
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A. I n  t h e  middle  of  t h e  s h i p ,  t h a t ' s  r i g h t .  And t h e  
one I remember w a s  on t h e  f l o o r  w a s  on t h e  r i g h t  of t h e  conso le .  

Q - 	 Fac ing  you as you w e r e  s i t t i n g  by t h e  r a d i o ?  

A. 	 A s  I was s i t t i n g  by t h e  conso le ,  y e s ,  sir.  

Q .  	 Did you t a k e  them r i g h t  back t o  D o t t i e ?  

A. I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  so .  No, s i r ,  n o t  r i g h t  then .  

Q - Why do you say  t h a t ?  

A. I t  j u s t  seems l i k e  it was n o t  a long  p e r i o d  of  
t ime ,  b u t  j u s t  a l i t t l e  wh i l e  b e f o r e  we s t a r t e d  back. 

Q. Were you concerned about  having them aboard your  
s h i p ?  

A. 	 A l i t t l e .  

Why? 

A. Well,  l i k e  I s a i d ,  t h e  crew c h i e f  d i d n ' t  s e a r c h  
them, n o t  w e l l .  

Q . You w e r e  concerned n o t  on ly  f o r  y o u r s e l f ,  b u t  f o r  
Colonel  HENDERSON and the '  rest of t h e  crew? 

A. 	 Oh, y e s ,  sir. 

Q. Do you r e c a l l  about  t h i s  t i m e  h e a r i n g  more about  
t h i s  r o c k e t  o r  mor ta r  b u s i n e s s  on Hi19 85? 

A. Yes. I b e l i e v e  it was a t  t h i s  t ime t h a t  t h e  Wolf- 
hounds--Warlords--wanted t o  c a l l  i n  some of  t h e  t r o o p s  and 
t r y  t o  see what t hey  could  do. 

Q. 	 Sometime r i g h t  a f t e r  t h i s  t h e r e  was ano the r  i n c i -  
den t  o r  an a c t i v i t y  t h a t  occured more t o  t h e  east.  Do you 
r e c a l l  what t h a t  was? 

A.  Y e s ,  s ir ,  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  from Upt igh t  w a s  f i r i n g  
on P i n k v i l l e ?  

Q. 	 Over t o  t h e  e a s t  n e a r  what was ca l led- -
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A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Y e s ,  s ir ,  it w a s  a s m a l l e r  hamlet .  

Q. ' I see. 

A. And t h e y  w e r e  supposed t o  have caught  some people  
i n  t h e r e .  

I see. 

A. And t h e  a r t i l l e r y  d i d n ' t  q u i t  f i r i n g  e x a c t l y  
when t h e y  were supposed t o .  And t h e r e  w a s  a few comments 
s a i d  'about t h a t .  

Q. Comments between whom? 

A. Colonel  HENDERSON and I suppose it was Colonel  
LUPER. 

Q- Coioilel HENDERSON w a s  upse t ?  

A. A l i t t l e ,  y e s ,  sir. 

Q - I b e l i e v e  you i n d i c a t e d  e a r l i e r  t h a t  Colonel  LUPER 
g o t  a l i t t l e  chewing o u t  f o r  t h i s ?  

A. J u s t  a l i t t l e  b i t ,  ye s .  

Q. I see. And t h e s e  two Vietnamese were s t i l l  aboard 
a t  t h i s  t ime?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  I b e l i e v e  so .  

Q. And t h e n  do you r e c a l l  what t h e  a c t i o n s  o f  t h e  
h e l i c o p t e r  were a t  t h i s  t ime? 

A. I remember s e e i n g  t h e  t r o o p s  forming between t h e  
v i l l a g e  and t h e  c o a s t .  here w a s n ' t  t o o  much space  between 
t h e r e , - a n d  t h e y  s t a r t e d  coming westward. 

Q. When d i d  you t a k e  t h e s e  Vietnamese, do something 
wi th  them, and where d i d  you t a k e  them? 

A. Took them t o  LZ D o t t i e .  

. Q. Was it about  t h i s  t ime a f t e r - -  
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A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I b e l i e v e  it must have been.  I 
c a n ' t  recal l  e x a c t l y  when i t  w a s .  

Q- But it w a s  a f t e r  t h i s  a r t i l l e r y  n o t  s h u t t i n g  
o f f ,  and t h i s  o t h e r  l a n d i n g  o v e r  h e r e ,  a s  b e s t  y o u , r e c a l l ?  

A. A s  b e s t  I can remember, ye s .  

Q. W e l l ,  do you remember any t r a n s m i s s i o n s  Colonel  
HENDERSON made t o  any of  t h e  ground people  o r  anyone d u r i n g  -.t h i s  p e r i o d ?  

A. A s  I s a i d  b e f o r e ,  w e  marked s p o t s  where t h e  w e a -
pons w e r e  p icked  up. I ' m  n o t  s u r e ,  I ' m  n o t  p o s i t i v e ,  b u t  it 
seems l i k e  he  t a l k e d  t o  one of t h e  l e a d e r s  on t h e  ground a t  
one t ime and asked--no, t h a t  w a s  a f t e r  we came back. I ' m  
s o r r y .  A t  one t ime  I know he d i d .  He t a l k e d  t o  some l e a d e r s  
on t h e  ground and asked ,  "How's it going?" ,  and - t h i n g s  l i k e  
t h a t .  

,Q: The u s u a l  conve r sa t ions?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. Okay, l e t ' s  go--did you s e e  any bod ie s  a t  any
t ime o t h e r  t han  t h e  couple  t h a t  you mentioned up i n  h e r e ,  
d i d . y o u  see any more dead people  around? 

A. No, sir.  A s  I s a i d  b e f o r e ,  and I c a n ' t  de te rmine  
e x a c t l y  when t h a t  w a s ,  b u t  I s a w  between 12 and 15 bod ie s  on 
t h e  ground. 

I0: I ' m  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h i s .  During t h e  e a r l y  t i m e  
when you w e r e  h e r e  up t o  t h e  t ime  when you p icked  up t h e s e  
people  h e r e ,  you were s t i l l  f l y i n g  around h e r e  a t  a compara-
t i v e l y  low l e v e l .  

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q. Did you s e e  anybody a long  i n  t h e r e  a t  t h a t  t i m e  
o f  morring b e f o r e  you went back t o  Do t t i e?  L e t ' s  p u t  it t h a t  
way, o r  a long  t h i s  road ,  o r  any p l a c e  down i n  t h i s  a r e a ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know i f  it w a s  t h i s  a r e a  o r  n o t ,  s ir .  I 
recognize  from one of t h e  photographs ,  and I can remember one 
p a r t i c u l a r  p l a c e  o u t  of  t h e  photographs ,  it w a s  a long  - -
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Q. ( In te rpos ing)  These people,  the  ones t h a t  I ' m  
t a l k i n g  about ,  would be e i t h e r  on t h e  road o r  immediately 
south of t h e  road,  and some of them may have been up and 
around and about l i k e  so? 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  s ee ing  any of-- 

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  I f  you d i d n ' t  s e e  any of them, 
t h a t ' s  f i n e .  T h a t ' s  a l l  I want t o  know. 

A. I w a s  speaking of a long t h e  road. I d i d n ' t  s e e  
any along t h e  road,  b u t  now t h e r e  was-- 

LTC PATTERSON: ( In te rpos ing)  Going back t o  B o t t i c  with t h e  
two Vietnamese t h a t  you had aboard, t e l l  us about what hap- 
pened, how you disposed of t h e s e  two enemy? 

A. W e  radioed i n  ahead, of  course ,  and n o t i f i e d  them 
t h a t  we were b r ing ing  i n  two p r i s o n e r s .  I c a l l e d  headquarters  
and t o l d  them Colonel HENDERSON was going t o  LZ Dot t i e .  We 
landed a t  Dot t i e .  The crew ch ie f  got  o u t  of the  chopper and 
took t h e  p r i soners .  As  soon as  he g o t  them out  of t h e  chop- 
p e r ,  t h e r e  was someone t h e r e  t o  q e t  those  people toge the r .  

Q- When was t h i s  a t  Do t t i e  t h a t  you landed? was 
t h i s  a t  the  r e f u e l i n g  area?  

A. No, sir. I t  wasn 't t h e  r e f u e l i n g  a r e a .  They had 
a small  landing  p lace  and we landed t h e r e .  I t h i n k  again ,  a s  
b e s t  as I can remember, Colonel HEKDERSON was plnnning on 
going back up and we had t o  refuel--  

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  Had t o  r e f u e l ?  

A. We l i f t e d  up again  and s e t  down a t  t h e  r e f u e l i n g  
pad and s t a r t e d  r e f u e l i n g .  

Q- What d i d  Colonel HENDERS0.E do? 

A H e  was j u s t  s i t t i n g  t h e r e .  

10: H e  remained i n  t h e  chopper? 

This  i s  as  b e s t  I can remember, yes ,  sir.  
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LTC PATTERSON: Okay, wh i l e  you were r e f u e l i n g  then  d i d  you 
go r i g h t  back up,  o r  d i d  Colonel  HENDERSON go somewhere? 

A, H e  g o t  o u t  whi le  w e  were r e f u e l i n g .  

Q. H e  g o t  o u t  whi le  you w e r e  r e f u e l i n g ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  a s  b e s t  a s  I can remember. 


Q - I see, and t h e n  what d i d  t h e  chopper do? 


A. I t  f i n i s h e d  r e f u e l i n g ,  and then  l i f t e d  up aga in  
and se t -down a t  t h e  normal p l a c e .  

Q. Normal l and ing  p l a c e ?  

A. Yes, i t . w a s .  Of cou r se ,  you know t h e  r e f u e l i n g  
s t a t i o n  i s  always set  a l i t t l e  o f f  some ways, because i n  t h e  
landing. .where t h e  chopper i s  supposed t o  l and  i s  a l i t t l e  
c l o s e r  t o  t h e  headqua r t e r s .  

Q. I see. 

A. And we set  down t h e r e  and s h u t  down. 


Q- And s h u t  down? 


A. Y e s ,  sir. 


Q- How long  w e r e  you t h e r e ,  f o r  a few minutes ,  or--


A, ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Y e s ,  sir.  W e  w e r e  t h e r e  f o r  a few 

minutes .  


Q - Did you g e t  o u t  of  t h e  chopper? 


A. Y e s ,  s i r .  W e  g o t  o u t .  

Q. Do you remember anybody coming t o  v i s i t ,  o r  any 
o t h e r  h e l i c o p t e r s  a r r i v i n g  a t  t h i s  t ime? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  General  KOSTER came i n  w i th  h i s  a i d e .  

Q. While you were s h u t  down? 
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A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q- Okay, was he t h e r e  ve ry  long? 

A. Not a g r e a t  l e n g t h  of  t i m e ,  I d o n ' t  t h i n k .  

Q* And t h e n  h i s  chopper took o f f ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q What d i d  you do then?  Did you s t a y  t h e r e ?  

A. No, sir. Colonel  HENDERSON came back o u t  and w e  
took o f f  aga in .  

Q. You took  o f f ?  

10: A r e  you s u r e  t h a t  you saw General  KOSTER d e p a r t  
wi th  h i s  chopper b e f o r e  Colonel HENDERSON came back and you 
l i f t e d  o f f ?  

A. I ' m  n o t  p o s i t i v e .  N o ,  s ir .  

Q- This  i s  your  impress ion?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. Understand t h a t  I s m  n o t  a sk ing  you t o  go back 2 
y e a r s  o r  any th ing  f o r  an impress ion ,  b u t  it i s  t h e  b e s t  you 
remember? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  W e  l i f t e d  o f f  and we went back ove r  
t o  P i n k v i l l e .  

Q- Back down to--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  To t h i s  a r e a  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  

Q e  I see. 

A. I th ink- - I  b e l i e v e  t h i s  i s  when Colonel  HENDERSON 
t a l k e d  t o  t h e  ground commander o r  one of t h e s e  anyway, and 
asked him how he  was doing.  How's it going--and .... 
COL FRANKLIN: But b e f o r e  you go i n t o  t h i s  t o o  much M r .  ADCOCK, 
when Colonel  HENDERSON came aboard t h e  chopper t h e r e  a t  D o t t i e  
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and you cranked up and g o t  ready t o  go,  was he i n  a hur ry  o r  
was he calm? What was h i s  a t t i t u d e  t h a t  you r e c a l l ?  

A. H e  seemed k ind  of calm. He wasn ' t  r e a l  upse t .  

A s  I t o l d  you b e f o r e ,  he could h ide  h i s  emotions p r e t t y  w e l l .  


Q. Did he seem more nervous than u s u a l ,  more e x c i t e d  

than  u s u a l ,  o r  was he very calm? 


A. Of course  he wasn ' t  very calm when t h e r e  was a 

l i t t l e  a c t i o n  going on. He was geared up l i k e  a l l  of us when 

w e  g e t  i n t o  a s i t u a t i o n .  


Q - Okay, s o  you came back down over  h e r e ,  and I t h i n k  

you j u s t  s a i d  you t a l k e d  t o ,  o r  Colonel HENDERSON t a l k e d  t o ,  

one of t h e  commanders on t h e  ground? 


A. 	 I b e l i e v e  t h i s  i s  what happened, y e s ,  sin. 

Were yoii a t  a h igh  a l t i t u d e ?  

No, sir. 

You w e r e  down low? 

A. 	 W e  were looking ove r  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q. I see. Did you go down low enough t o  see any of 
t h e  t r o o p s  on t h e  ground? 

A. Yes, sir.  W e  saw some t roops  going through t h e  
v i l l a g e ,  checking it o u t .  

Q - 	 I see. Could you s e e  any dead bodies?  

A. No, sir .  I d i d n ' t  n o t i c e  any a t  a l l ,  i f  I remem-
b e r  c o r r e c t l y .  This  was i n s i d e  of  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q- Y e s .  Did you s e e  one o r  two s c a t t e r e d  around, o r  
j u s t  l i k e  t h e r e  was noth ing  t h e r e ?  

A. There may have been one o r  two around, b u t  it was 
enough t o  ponder over .  

I see. 
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A. It w a s  more o r  less vacated.  

Q. And you were hovering low over  t h e  v i l l a g e  a t  
t h i s  time? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. Were t h e  hootches burning? Did you s e e  any smoke? 

A. There was a l i t t l e  smoke. I d i d n ' t  s e e  any hootches 
burning. 

Then what d i d  you do? What d i d  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  do? Q e  


A. W e  c i r c l e d  a couple of t imes ,  it wasn ' t  any length  
of time. W e  l e f t ,  and he i n s t r u c t e d  Mr . - COONEY t o  leave  t h e  
a r e a  and head f o r  Quang Ngai. 

Q. Before you l e f t ,  d i d  you see  any l a r g e  groups of 
bodies? 

A. The only  group of bodies  I saw t h a t  whole morning. 
was a long.  t h e  t r e e  l i n e  i n  t h e  d i t c h  I t o l d  you about . e a r l i e r .  

. .  -

.LTC PATTERSON: Now, you say you saw some bodies  i n  a d i t c h ?  

A. Not i n  a d i t c h ,  s i r ,  it was along--I remember see-
ing  a t r e e  l i n e  and it was a--what i t  looked l i k e  was a d i t c h  
with a  bea ten  pa th  down--in o t h e r  words, a  path t h a t  had d i r t  
on t h e  s i d e  of i t ,  and t h e r e  was a t r e e  l i n e ,  and it was along 
t h i s  kree l i n e  t h a t  I saw bodies .  

Q. How many bodies? 

A. About 12 t o  15. 

Q. Twelve t o  f i f t e e n ,  and were th'ey s c a t t e r e d  a l l  
out?  

A. No, s ir .  They weren ' t  s c a t t e r e d  around. I t  had 
a c e r t a i n  p a t t e r n .  A s  I s a i d ,  they  were along t h e  t r e e s ,  
along s o r t  of p a r a l l e l  t o  t h e  t r e e s .  

Q. Were they  down i n  t h e  d i t c h  o r  whatever along t h e  
path? Was a bank on t h e  s i d e  of i t ?  
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A .  There may have been one o r  two i n  t h e  d i t c h  i t s e l f ,  
b u t  most o f  them w e r e  o u t s i d e  t h e  d i t c h ,  on t h e  o u t e r  edge.  

Q - I see. What do you remember t h a t  f i x e s  t h i s  area 
i n  your  mind? Is t h e r e  any th ing  p e c u l i a r  about  t h e  way t h i s  
w a s  shaped o r  how i t  looked t o  you t h a t  made you remember it 
o t h e r  t han ,  o f  cou r se ,  t h e  dead? 

A. No, sir.  I guess  t h e  main reason it  s t u c k  i n  my 
mind w a s  t h a t  trees d o n ' t  u s u a l l y  grow i n  jus t - -wel l ,  they  do 
o v e r  h e r e .  A s  you s e e  a long  t h e  road l i k e  t h i s - - p a r a l l e l  t o  
t h e  road and--I d o n ' t  know. It j u s t  reminds me  of  a driveway 
t o  a house o r  something l i k e  t h a t .  

Q- I w o u l d , l i k e  t o  show you aga in  photograph E x h i b i t  
P-46. Have you e v e r  seen  t h a t  a r e a ?  

A. Yes, s i r .  I recognize  t h i s  a r e a ,  t h i s  t h i n g  r i g h t  
h e r e ,  because I remember I s a w  t h i s ,  I b e l i e v e ,  a f t e r  I s a w  
t h e  bod ie s .  Because I remember watching a long  t h i s  hedgerow 
i n  case  someone might be  h i d i n g  i n  t h e r e  and wanted t o  t a k e  
a p o t  s h o t  a t  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  o r  something,  and I was paying 
p r e t t y  c l o s e  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e s e  hedges i n  t h e r e .  

Q. Were t h e  bod ie s  c l o s e  t o  t h i s  a r e a ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  s o ,  s ir .  I c o u l d n ' t  d e f i n i t e l y  s a y ,  
b u t  I t h i n k  s o .  

Q *  I b e l i e v e  you i n d i c a t e d  e a r l i e r  you though t  t hey  
w e r e  down h e r e  somewhere. 

A. Down f u r t h e r ,  y e s ,  sir. 

Q - J u s t  a l i t t l e  o f f  t o  t h e  bottom o f  photograph 
P-46? 


A. Y e s ,  sir.  The reason  I s a i d  t h a t  i s  because as 
you c i r c l e - - I  t h i n k  t h i s  i s  j u s t  one o f  t h e  t h i n g s  I s a w  
whi le  we w e r e  c i r l c i n g .  

Q- How high  were you? 

A.  P r e t t y  low. 

Q- And w a s  t h e  s h i p  making p r e t t y  t i g h t  t u r n s ?  
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A. F a i r l y  t i g h t ,  yes sir. 

So you were k ind  of up and looking down a t  i t ?  Q e  


A. Yes , sir. 

Q- Do you th ink  t h a t  t h i s  i s  t h e  type  pa th  o r  d i t c h  
where you saw these  bodies? 

A. I b e l i e v e  s o ,  yes ,  sir.  

10: D o  you know where you were f o r  s u r e  wi th  r e spec t  
t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  Where -is t h i s  l o c a t e d  with r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  
v i l l a g e ?  

A. We had it loca ted  on t h i s  one. 

Q- Well, it i s n ' t  s o  much being ab le  t o  l o c a t e  i t  on 
t h a t  map a s  to--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  It 's--


Q- ( In te rpos ing)  Yes. 


A. It wasn ' t  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  


Q- How f a r  o u t s i d e ,  do you r e c a l l ?  


A. No, sir. I s u r e  don ' t .  

Q- Were you e a s t  of t h e  v i l l a g e  o r  were you down 
c l o s e  . to  H i l l  85. 

A. I d o n ' t  know, sir.  I was under t h e  impression 
t h a t  it was somewhere between H i l l  85 and t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q- You a r e  under t h a t  impression? 

A. I d o n ' t  know. T h a t ' s  what I be l i eve .  

Q- Did you see  any l a r g e  groups of Vietnamese i n  t h i s  
a rea?  Did you s e e  t h e  ground fo rces  t h e r e  a t  a l l ?  

A. Yes, sir .  I saw some of t h e  ground f o r c e s ,  bu t  
I d i d n ' t  s e e  any l a r g e  groups. The only p lace  I saw a l a r g e  
group of Vietnamese was when they were t r y i n g  t o  g e t  o u t  down 
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t h i s  road. 

Q =  With r e s p e c t  t o  t h i s  d i t c h ,  wherever it was, about 
how many t roops  would you say t h a t  you saw around t h e r e ?  You 
saw no o t h e r  c i v i l i a n s  around t h e r e  o r  Vietnamese, a s  you s a y ,  
o t h e r  than  those t h a t  were dead? 

A. No, sir .  I d i d n ' t  s ee  anybody. There weren ' t  
any t roops  around t h i s  a rea .  

Q- Yes. 

A. And I d o n ' t  t h ink  s o ,  s ir .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  I saw 
any. 

LTC PATTERSON: Do.you r e c a l l  s ee ing  any f r i e n d l y  t roops  while  
you were low, going around t h e  a r e a  a t  t h i s  time? 

A. I d o n ' t  know, sir.  I may have caught a glimspe 
of them back i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q. That was e a r l i e r ?  

A. Yes, s i r ,  b u t  it wasn!t anything. 

Q. Afte r  you d i d  t h i s  low c i r c l i n g  over  t h i s  a r e a  
where you saw t h e  bodies ,  do you r e c a l l  then  going and observ- 
i n g  over c l o s e r  t o  t h e  ocean? 

A. Yes, s i r .  We went over  t o  where t h e  o t h e r  t roops  
had been pu t  o u t .  

Q. I see .  What kind of an a rea  were they  opera t ing  
i n  a t  t h i s  time? 

A. I t  was smal ler .  A s  I s a i d  be fo re ,  it was a small-
er hamlet than  t h i s  one. 

Q. Was it very c lose  t o  t h e  ocean? 

A. I t  was f a i r l y  c l o s e ,  yes ,  sir. 

Q. I b e l i e v e  you descr ibed  it before  a s  being r i g h t  
c lose  t o  t h e  ocean. There was a body of water  between--with 
a peninsula  of land between t h e  ocean and t h i s  s t ream o r  r i v e r  
o r  something. They were opera t ing  i n  t h e r e ?  
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A. Yes ,  sir. 

a- Did Colonel  HENDERSON t a l k  t o  anyone o v e r  t h e r e  
on t h e  ground? 

A. Not t h a t  I can remember, s ir .  

Q .Do you recal l  where you went ,  where t h e  h e l i c o p t e r
went? 

A. We c i r c l e d .  This  i s  when w e  went t o  Quang Ngai, 
j u s t  p r i o r .  W e  c i r c l e d  t h i s .  We went back o v e r  and c i r l c e d  
t h i s  a t  a c l o s e  range and j u s t  looked a t  it a couple  of t i m e s ,  
no c l o s e  s c r u t i n y  o r  any th ing ,  and w e  depa r t ed .  

Q Now b e f o r e  you d e p a r t e d ,  a t  any t ime  d u r i n g  t h e  
morning, was t h e r e  any conve r sa t ion  t h a t  you recall  on t h e  
r a d i o  w i t h  r e f e r e n c e  t o  c a s u a l t i e s ,  o r  how c a s u a l t i e s  were 
casued? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  I b e l i e v e  as t h e  ground t r o o p s  were 
j u s t  e n t e r i n g  t h e  v i l l a g e  some comment w a s  made about  how many 
c a s u a l t i e s  w e r e  caused by a r t i l l e r y .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  who made it, who made t h e  comment? 

A, No, sir. 
. ,:z 

Q. Do you r e c a l l  Colonel  HENDERSON s a y i n g  anyth ing  
t o  Colonel  LUPER about  t h i s ?  

A. No, sir.  H e  may have commented unfavorably .  
I 

Q Okay, s o  you went t o  Quang Ngai then--

MR MACCRATE : ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Where w a s  Colonel  LUPER s i t t i n g  
i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  you and Colonel  HENDERSON? 

A. I c a n ' t  r e a l l y  remember i f  it w a s  Colonel  LUPER. 
E ~ i d e n t l yit was, I d o n ' t  remember t h a t  w e l l .  I know t h e r e  
was someone t h e r e ,  t h e r e  w a s  someone on t h e  r i g h t  of me, and 
I w a s  s i t t i n g  between Colonel  LUPER and Colonel  HENDERSON. 

9. How many seats a r e  a c r o s s  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r ?  
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A. A c t u a l l y ,  I guess  Colonel  HENDERSON had a s p e c i a l  
seat. I t  ,was--the normal t ype  of  h e l i c o p t e r  had r a i l i n g s  and 
c l o t h  webbing f o r  a seat. H e  had armor o r  something l i k e  t h a t .  
I guess i f  you crowded them i n ,  t h r e e  could  s i t  on t h e  remain- 
i n g  p a r t  of  t h e  bench. The b e s t  I remember--I know t h e r e  was 
one o t h e r  pe r son ,  b u t  I don ' t - - I  c a n ' t  t h i n k  of  h i s  name. 

I0 : Where d i d  you s i t ?  

A. I n  t h e  middle .  

Q- I n  t h e  middle ,  s o  t h a t  you had people  on e i t h e r  
s i d e  of you? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. You had people  on e i t h e r  s i d e  of  you, and you a r e  
i n  t h e  c e n t e r  of  t h e  a i r c r a f t .  So you d o n ' t  see much from t h e  
middle of t h a t  a i r p l a n e  o r  chopper u n l e s s  t h a t  chopper is  i n  
a t u r n ?  

A. Right ,  sir. 

Q - Then you can see o u t  i f  you are f o r t u n a t e  enough 
t o  be  a b l e  t o  s e e  beyond somebody. 

A. Right ,  sir. 

Q - Was t h e  s e a t  t h a t  Colonel  HENDERSON had s o r t  of 
l i k e  t h e  p i l o t s ' s  s e a t ,  about  one-half  i nch  of  armor on t h e  
s i d e  and s o  on? 

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q. I would l i k e  t o  ask a couple  of q u e s t i o n s  he re .  
On t h i s  morning you s a y  you g o t  o u t  very e a r l y ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q- Do you remember p o s s i b l y  having some t r o u b l e  w i t h  
t h a t  a i r p l a n e  and hav ing  t o  change a i r p l a n e s  s o  t h a t  you d i d n ' t  
g e t  ou t ?  A c t u a l l y  you might have g o t t e n  up e a r l y ,  b u t  some-
t h i n g  was wrong w i t h  t h e  a i r p l a n e .  You had t o  change a i r p l a n e s  
and g e t  t h a t  a i r p l a n e  f i x e d  up b e f o r e  you could g e t  o u t .  You 
d i d n ' t  g e t  o u t  when you thought  you w e r e  going t o  g e t  o u t ?  
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A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t  remember t h a t .  

Q- Do you remember when you went up, and t h i s  i s  a 
.somewhat d i f f e r e n t  course  than  you've i n d i c a t e d ,  coming 'up 
t h e  c o a s t  and c u t t i n g  i n  a c r o s s  P i n k v i l l e  and coming i n  from 
t h i s  a r e a ,  from h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) ,  about  t h e  t i m e  t h a t  t h e  
second l i f t  i s  coming i n ?  You see, t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  s t a r t e d  
wi th  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  going j u s t  a  few minutes b e f o r e ,  about 
0725 o r  0727, and t h e  f i r s t  u n i t s  w e r e  p u t  down on t h e  ground 
a t  0730. 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. Did you s e e  two l i f t s  go on t h e  ground o r  j u s t  
one? 

A. I remember t h e  f i r s t  one,  and I d o n ' t  t h i n k  I can 
remember t h e  second one. 

Q - W e l l ,  you might remember thn  second one and n o t  
remember t h e  f i r s t  one,  too .  

A. W e l l ,  t h e  gunships wouldn ' t  f i r e  on t h e  second 
one, would they .  

Q. They could.  I t  wouldn ' t  be l i k e l y  t h a t  they  
would be f i r i n g - -

. . 

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  W e l l ,  t h e y  w e r e  f i r i n g  when I saw 
t h e  t roops .  

Q. Y e s .  There i s  one o t h e r  p a r t .  You seem p r e t t y  
p o s i t i v e  t h a t  down h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  where you p icked  up t h e  
two PW's t h a t  t h i s  was a Primo a i r c r a f t .  Are you s u r e  t h a t  
w a s  a Primo? 

A. It was a s m a l l e r  s h i p .  

Q. W e l l ,  i t was a s m a l l e r  s h i p ,  b u t  t h e  Warlords a l s o  
h3d sma l l e r  s h i p s ,  d i d n ' t  they? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. Did you s e e  any guns wi th  i t ?  
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A. Y e s ,  sir. They had guns. 

Q- Y e s ,  

A. The Warlords had-- 

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Did you s e e  any guns w i t h  them? 

A. They f i r e d  and t r i e d  t o  make t h e s e  people  s t o p  
running.  

Q. The Warlords had gunsh ips ,  b u t  Primo d i d n ' t  have 
any gunships .  

A.  I t h i n k  i n  Primo t h e y  j u s t  s a t  t h e r e  w i t h  an 
M-60, j u s t  h o l d i n g  it. It w a s n ' t  mounted. 

0- W e l l ,  t h e n  i t ' s  p a r t  of  an assumption on your 
p a s t  t h a t  it w a s  Primo--. 

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Because it had a bubble ,  r i g h t .  

Q. A bubble?  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q. But i n  your  judgment it could have been as w e l l  
a bubble  from an H - 2 3  from t h e  Warlords? 

A. Y e s , .. sir. 

Q - When you w e r e  a t  LZ D o t t i e  and you saw General  
KOSTER d i d  you a l s o ,  even. though you w e r e  a t  t h e  one pad,  and 
you f l e w  o v e r  t o  t h e  r e f u e l i n g  pad and then  back back t o  t h e  
pr imary pad,  t h e  VI? pad,  d i d  you a t  any t i m e  t h e r e  s e e  Colonel  
BARKER? 

A. I c a n ' t  remember. 

Q - When you s a i d  t h a t  you were p r e t t y  low, what do  
you mean by p r e t t y  low, when you r e t u r n e d  h e r e  and you were 
f l y i n g  around ove r  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. About 30 f e e t .  
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Q You w e r e  t h a t  low? 

A. It may have been about 40 f e e t ,  b u t  it wasn ' t  t o o  
much h igher .  

9 It wasn ' t  very  h igh  i n  your judgment then?  

A. Right ,  sir.  

Q A t  t h a t  e l e v a t i o n  you w e r e n ' t  a b l e  t o  see much 
w e r e  you? 

A. Not u n l e s s  w e  w e r e  f l y i n g  l e v e l .  

Q You happen t o  see o u t  i n  t h e  d i s t a n c e ,  and any 
trees and s o  f o r t h  would obscure  your view? 

I 

A. Right ,  sir. 

Q - Well,  I ' m  concerned a l i t t l e  b i t  about one t h i n g ,
and t h i s  i s  one t h i n g  about which I wai!+ t o  t a l k .  Can you 
p o s i t i v e l y  i d e n t i f y  t h i s  a s  t h e  a r e a  t h a t  you w e r e  f l y i n g  o v e r ,  
and I say  p o s i t i v e l y .  I r e a l l y  d o n ' t  mean it i n  t h a t  s ense ,  
because when you ' r e  looking  back on something 2 y e a r s  ago, it 
may look a l i t t l e  b i t  d i f f e r e n t  now, p a r t i c u l a r l y  wi th  people  
p o i n t i n g  t o  it. This  p a r t i c u l a r  d i t c h  i s  l o c a t e d  r i g h t  h e r e  
( i n d i c a t i n g ) ,  going down a longs ide  of  t h e  v i l l a g e  t o  t h i s  
o t h e r  l i t t l e  hamlet? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. W e  know t h e r e  w e r e  bodies  h e r e ,  w e  know t h e r e  w e r e  
bodies  a long he re .  

A. I b e l i e v e  it was up h e r e  t h a t  I saw. I do remem-
b e r  t h i s  because of t h e  hedges on e i t h e r  s i d e .  

Q. Now t h i s  would have been what t ime of  t h e  morn-
ing?  How long  was it b e f o r e  you depa r t ed  from t h i s  a r e a  t o  
go up t o  Quang Ngai? 

, 
A. I d o n ' t  have any i d e a ,  s i r .  

Q A f t e r  you l e f t  D o t t i e ,  how long  do you t h i n k  you 
flew over  t h i s  a r e a  b e f o r e  you l e f t  t o  go t o  Quang Ngai? 
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A. I t  c o u l d n ' t  have been very long.  

Q. You made s e v e r a l  p a s s e s  ove r  t h e  v i l l a g e  i t s e l f  
and you went o u t  and looked ove r  ano the r  a r e a  and t h e n  you 
came back and took  a n o t h e r  g l ance  a t  it, you i n d i c a t e d  t h a t .  
remember t h e  words you used,  n o t  a g r e a t  d e a l  of s c r u t i n y .  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. So you were t h e r e  f o r  some p e r i o d  o f  t ime? 

A.  Y e s ,  s ir ,  it c o u l d n ' t  have been ove r  5 o r  PO 
minutes .  I t  w a s n ' t  - -
MR MACCRATE: ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  When you t a l k  about  t h e  f a c t  
t h a t  you d i d n ' t  s c r u t i n i z e  it very  much, was t h i s  a matter 
of  your p o s i t i o n ?  I would assume you may have been a t  
d i f f e r e n t  a l t i t u d e  and s i t t i n g  i n  t h e  middle of  t h e  s h i p .  
What Colonel  HENDERSON was looking  a t  and what he cou ld  
s e e ,  it would be s i g n i f i c a n t l y  more t h a n  any th ing  you 
could s e e  from your  p o s i t i o n ?  

A. T h a t ' s  c o r r e c t ,  b u t  t h e  i n i t i a l  c o n t a c t  had al-
ready been made. Things had more o r  l e s s  become b e t t e r  organ- 
i z e d .  They w e r e  r e a l l y  going th rough ,  I mean s e a r c h i n g  eve ry  
nook and co rne r  of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  every  a s p e c t  of  it. The rea-
son I s a i d  t h a t  i s  because e v e r y t h i n g  seemed t o  be more o r  
less under c o n t r o l  by then .  

Q- You say  they  sea rched  eve ry  c o r n e r  of  t h e  v i l l a g e .  
How much of t h i s  d i d  you s e e ?  What d i d  you see as t o  t h e  
movements of t h e  American f o r c e s  going from-- 

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Going from hootch t o  hootch and 
looking  i n ?  

Q - W a s  t h e r e  a l o t  of f i r i n g  going on as t h e y  were 
sea rch ing? _ 

A. No, sir. 

Q - Was t h e r e  anyth ing  o r  any smoke t h a t  i n t e r f e r e d  
w i t h  your v i s i o n  as you recal l  i t ?  

A. There w a s  a l i t t l e  smoke, b u t  n o t  much. 
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10: A s  you were f l y i n g  around t h e r e  now, j u s t  l e t  m e  
p o i n t  o u t  some o t h e r  areas where you had an o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  
look a t  something,  t h i n g s  t h a t  you might have s e e n  a t  t h i s  
t i m e .  Did you s e e  anyth ing  burn ing  up i n  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  
i n  t h e  hamle ts  t o  t h e  n o r t h  of  My La i?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember, sir. 

Q- When you w e r e  f l y i n g  o v e r  h e r e ,  d i d  you s t a r t  
s e e i n g  some p l a c e s  be ing  burned on t h e  wes te rn  s i d e  o f  t h e  
v i l l a g e ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. Now d i d  you see some bod ie s  a long  i n  t h i s  a r e a  
h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  on t h i s  road coming o u t  of t h e  sou th  ten-
ter p a r t  of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  maybe 15  o r  20?  

A. No, sir.  

Q- Did you see some bodies  s c a t t e r e d  th roughout  t h i s  
a r e a ,  s o r t  of  an open a r e a ,  q u i t e  a few houses and cou r t -
ya rds  i n  t h e r e ?  

A. There w e r e  a , f e w ,  y e s ,  s i r .  But t h e r e  were a 
few a l l  around,  I mean n o t  any g r e a t  conglomerat ion of  them. 

Q W e ' l l  come back t o  t h a t  aga in .  Now a t  t h i s  t i m e ,  
how many d i d  you say  t h a t  you saw t h a t  w e r e  i n  t h i s  d i t c h ?  

A. I ' d  s ay  around 12 ,  15 ,  something l i k e  t h a t .  

Q: T h a t ' s  a l l ,  no more? 

A. No, s ir .  Now t h e y  may have been i n  t h e  hedgerow. 
The bod ie s  I s a w  w e r e  more o r  less i n  an opening,  t hey  w e r e n ' t  
under s h e l t e r  o f  some k ind .  

Q- Lying around t h e  edges  of t h e  d i t c h ?  

A. R igh t ,  sir. 

Q. Do you t h i n k  you e v e r  looked down i n  t h e  d i t c h ?  
Ac tua l ly  i t ' s  an i r r i g a t i o n  c a n a l ,  an o l d  i r r i g a t i o n  c a n a l  
t h a t  y o u ' r e  looking  a t  t h e r e ?  
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A. No, sir. I never  d i d  look down i n  it. 

Q - You d o n ' t  recal l  s e e i n g  any bod ie s  sp read  a long
i n  t h i s  area o r  around i n  t h e  f i e l d s  and s o  f o r t h ?  

A. NO, s i r ,  I d o n ' t .  

Q =  T h a t ' s  f i n e .  I ' m  n o t  going t o  p u t  words o r  
thoughts  i n  your mouth. But you have been f l y i n g  over  t h i s  
town, and you 've  been down i n  t h a t  one area: You have been 
ove r  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  and you have seen  c e r t a i n  t h i n g s .  Up t o  
t h i s  p o i n t  i n  t i m e ,  and I know you c a n ' t  be p r e c i s e ,  how many 
dead bod ie s  do  you t h i n k  you saw? 

A. I n  a l l ?  

Q *  I n  a l l . .  

A. Th i s  i n c l u d e s  t h e  whole t ime? 
. . . .. 

Q- Everything.  

A. Around 35 o r  40. 

Q. Thir ty - f  i v e  o r  f o r t y ?  

A But now, I guess  you can s e e  t h e r e  w a s  a l o t  o f  
cover  i n  h e r e .  The t h i n g  t h a t  s t r u c k . m e  most w a s  t h i s  s m a l l  
a r e a . t h a t  I b e l i e v e  i s  r i g h t  h e r e .  They had q u i t e  a few i n  
one p l a c e .  T h a t ' s  t h e  on ly  reason  I thought  about  it ve ry  
much, 

Q. Did you see any Americans r i g h t  t h e r e  w i t h  them? 

A. NO, sir .  

Q - Did you see any t r o o p s  deployed a long  and about  
h e r e ,  l i k e  s o ,  i n  s o r t  of  a d e f e n s i v e  pe r ime te r?  

A. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  so.  

I0 : The h e a r i n g  w i l l  be r eces sed .  

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  1955 h o u r s ,  29 January 
1970 .) 
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(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  0950 hour s ,  30 January 
1970. ) 

LTC PATTERSON: 
i s  p r e s e n t .  

The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r ,  LTC PATTERSON 

oa th .  
M r .  ADCOCK, you are reminded you a r e  s t i l l  under 

A= Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. The purpose of your t es t imony h e r e  t h i s  morning 
i s  t o  d e l v e  a l i t t l e  b i t  more i n t o  t h e  s p e c i f i c s  of i d e n t i -
f i c a t i o n  of  photos  and some q u e s t i o n s  concern ing  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  
on and a f t e r  16 March 1968. To assist you i n  answering t h e  
f i r s t  p a r t  of  t h i s  i n t e r r o g a t i o n ,  I have some photos  t h a t  I 
would l i k e  t o  show you. The purpose of showing you t h e s e  i s  
f o r  o r i e n t a t i o n  and t o  a s s i s t  you i n  your r e c a l l  of  how 
My Lai  ( 4 )  from t h e  a i r .  a r e  a e r i a l  photographs l c ~ ~ i e d  These 
t h a t  a r e  e n t e r e d  a s  e x h i b i t s  i n  t h e s e  proceedings .  Then w e  
w i l l  u se  t h e  v e r t i c a l  a e r i a l  photograph t h a t  you w e r e  looking  
a t  y e s t e r d a y  which recognizab ly ,  because it i s  a v e r t i c a l  
a e r i a l  photograph,  looking  s t r a i g h t  down on it g i v e s  you t h e  
f e e l i n g  of  dep th  and dimension t h a t  t h e s e  photos  w i l l .  So, 
I would l i k e  t o  g i v e  you t h e s e  photographs ,  P-103 through 
P-119, and w e  w i l l  r e c e s s  whi le  you a r e  looking  a t  t h e s e .  
J u s t  t o  g i v e  you a f e e l  of them, w e ' l l  t a l k  about  them. They 
have been t aken  r e c e n t l y ,  i n  1969. 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. I t  i s  o f  My L a i  ( 4 ) ,  o r  t h e y  are of My Lai  ( 4 ) .  
They a r e  t aken  from d i f f e r e n t  a n g l e s  as you would f l y  around 
t h e  v i l l a g e ,  and w e ' l l  d i s c u s s  t h e s e  and p o i n t  o u t  d i r e c t i o n s  
and s o  on i n  c l o s e d  s e s s i o n .  I would l i k e  you t o  look a t  
t h e s e  photos  now, and t h e  h e a r i n g  w i l l  be r e c e s s e d  whi le  t h e  
w i t n e s s  l ooks  a t  t h e s e .  

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  0953 hours  and reconvened 
G .  1012 h o u r s ; )  

LTC PATTERSON: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

L e t  t h e  r eco rd  r e f l e c t  t h a t  a l l  p a r t i e s  p r e s e n t  
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A. No, sir. I never  d i d  look down i n  it. 

Q* You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  s e e i n g  any bod ie s  sp read  a long  
i n  t h i s  area o r  around i n  t h e  f i e l d s  and s o  f o r t h ?  

A. NO, s i r ,  I d o n ' t .  

Q. T h a t ' s  f i n e .  I ' m  n o t  going t o  p u t  words o r  
thoughts  i n  your mouth. But you have been f l y i n g  ove r  t h i s  
town, and you 've  been down i n  t h a t  one a r e a .  You have been 
ove r  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  and you have seen  c e r t a i n  t h i n g s .  Up t o  
t h i s  p o i n t  i n  t i m e ,  and I know you c a n ' t  be p r e c i s e ,  how many 
dead bod ie s  do  you t h i n k  you saw? 

A. I n  a l l ?  

Q. I n  a l l . .  

A. Thi s  i n c l u d e s  t h e  whole t ime? 

Q- Everything.  

A. Around 35 o r  40 .  

Q. T h i r t y - f i v e  o r  f o r t y ?.. 

A. But now, I guess  you can s e e  t h e r e  w a s  a l o t  o f  
cover  i n  h e r e .  The t h i n g  t h a t  s t r u c k  m e  most w a s  t h i s  sma l l  
a r e a . t h a t  I b e l i e v e  i s  r i g h t  h e r e .  They had q u i t e  a few i n  
one p l a c e .  T h a t ' s  t h e  on ly  reason  I thought  about  it ve ry  
much. 

Q- Did you s e e  any Americans r i g h t  t h e r e  w i t h  them? 

A. NO, sir. 

Q. Did you s e e  any t r o o p s  deployed a long  and about  
h e r e ,  l i k e  s o ,  i n  s o r t  o f  a d e f e n s i v e  pe r ime te r?  

A. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  so.  

10: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  be r eces sed .  

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  1955 hour s ,  29 January  
1970 .) 
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(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  0950 hour s ,  30 January 
1970. ) 

LTC PATTERSON: 
i s  p r e s e n t .  

The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  LTC PATTERSON 

oa th .  
M r .  ADCOCK, you are reminded you a r e  s t i l l  under 

A - Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. The purpose of your t es t imony h e r e  t h i s  morning 
i s  t o  d e l v e  a l i t t l e  b i t  more i n t o  t h e  s p e c i f i c s  of i d e n t i -
f i c a t i o n  of  photos  and some q u e s t i o n s  concern ing  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  
on and a f t e r  16 March 1968. To assist you i n  answering t h e  
f i r s t  p a r t  of  t h i s  i n t e r r o g a t i o n ,  I have some photos  t h a t  I 
would l i k e  t o  show you. The purpose of showing you t h e s e  i s  
f o r  o r i e n t a t i o n  and t o  a s s i s t  you i n  your r e c a l l  of  how 
My La i  ( 4 )  from t h e  a i r .  a r e  a e r i a l  photographs I G C , . ; ~ ~  These 
t h a t  are e n t e r e d  a s  e x h i b i t s  i n  t h e s e  proceedings .  Then w e  
w i l l  u se  t h e  v e r t i c a l  a e r i a l  photograph t h a t  you w e r e  looking  
a t  y e s t e r d a y  which recognizab ly ,  because it i s  a v e r t i c a l  
a e r i a l  photograph,  looking  s t r a i g h t  down on it g i v e s  you t h e  
f e e l i n g  of  dep th  and dimension t h a t  t h e s e  photos  w i l l .  So, 
I would l i k e  t o  g i v e  you t h e s e  photographs ,  P-103 through 
P-119, and w e  w i l l  r e c e s s  whi le  you a r e  looking  a t  t h e s e .  
J u s t  t o  g i v e  you a f e e l  of  them, w e ' l l  t a l k  about  them. They 
have been t aken  r e c e n t l y ,  i n  1969. 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. I t  i s  o f  My L a i  ( 4 ) ,  o r  t h e y  a r e  of  My Lai  ( 4 ) .  
They a r e  t aken  from d i f f e r e n t  a n g l e s  a s  you would f l y  around 
t h e  v i l l a g e ,  and w e ' l l  d i s c u s s  t h e s e  and p o i n t  o u t  d i r e c t i o n s  
and s o  on i n  c l o s e d  s e s s i o n .  I would l i k e  you t o  look a t  
t h e s e  photos  now, and t h e  h e a r i n g  w i l l  be r e c e s s e d  whi le  t h e  
w i t n e s s  l ooks  a t  t h e s e .  

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  0953 hours  and reconvened 
a-. 1012 hour s ; )  

LTC PATTERSON: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

L e t  t h e  r eco rd  r e f l e c t  t h a t  a l l  p a r t i e s  p r e s e n t  
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when t h e  hea r ing  recessed  a r e  again present .  

S i r ,  you a r e  reminded t h a t  you a r e  s t i l l  under oa th .  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q - Now, a f t e r  perus ing  through these  numerous photo-
graphs dur ing  t h e  r e c e s s ,  do you f e e l  t h a t  you have an or ien-  
t a t i o n  f o r  r e l a t i n g  t h e  v e r t i c a l  photograph, Exhib i t  P-1, t o  
t h e  a e r i a l  photographs t h a t  you have i n  f r o n t  of you now? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Okay. What we would l i k e  t o  do now i s  look back 
over  these  even t s  and i n c i d e n t s  you d iscussed  i n  your pre- 
vious testimony, and t r y  t o ,  f i x  t h e  l o c a t i o n  on. t h i s  ver-
t i c a l  a e r i a l  photograph and mark it. Then we w i l l  e n t e r  it 
as  an e x h i b i t  i n t o  t h e  record  of these  proceedings. (Photo i s  
l a t e r  t o  be en te red  a s  Exh ib i t  P-197.) 

I b e l i e v e  t h e  f i r s t  t h i n g  t h a t  you i n d i c a t e d  i n  
your testimony t h a t  you w i l l  r e c a l l  was t h e  g e n e r a l  p o s i t i o n  
with regard t o  where you were when t h e  l i f t  went i n .  Can you 
p o i n t  t h a t  o u t  now from t h i s  a e r i a l  photograph? 

A. I would say it would be somewhere i n  here.  

Q- Somewhere j u s t  t o  t h e  nor th  of H i l l  85 and t o  t h e  
south of 521? 

A. Y e s ,. .  .sir. 

Q. I f  I would draw a c i r c l e  he re ,  would t h a t  i n d i c a t e  
t h e  approximate p o s i t i o n ?  

A,. Yes, sir. 

Q. Now, I ' v e  marked t h i s  p o s i t i o n  1, and i n d i c a t e d  
t h a t  t h i s  was t h e  approximate p o s i t i o n  of ADCOCK's h e l i c o p t e r  
during t h e  landing  a t  t h e  LZ. Does t h a t  r e f l e c t  your recol -  
l e c t i o n ?  

A. Yes, sir. 

Can you p o i n t  ou t  t h a t  LZ a s  you r e c a l l  s ee ing  i t ?  
. -

(The wi tness  d i d  a s  requested.)  
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Okay, you p o i n t e d  t o  t h i s  a r e a  h e r e ,  and w e  w i l l  
mark t h i s  2 .  The p o s i t i o n  t h a t  w e  have marked 2 i s  t h e  approx- 
imate p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  LZ? 

A. 	 Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. 	 Now, I b e l i e v e  t h e  nex t  t h i n g  t h a t  you r e c a l l  
s e e i n g  i s  when t h e  l and ing  was going on,  you i n d i c a t e d  t h e  
gunships  i n  t h e i r  suppress ion .  I b e l i e v e  you i n d i c a t e d  one 
was suppres s ing  t o  t h e  west  and one was suppres s ing  t o  t h e  
e a s t ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir .  


Q- Can you p o i n t  o u t  t h e  p o s i t i o n s  t o  t h e  w e s t  where 

you f e e l  t h e  gunship was 	 l a y i n g  down h i s  f i r e ?  

Along t h i s  l i n e  r i g h t  h e r e .  

Genera l ly  a long  p o s i t i o ~  3 2s I have i n d i c a t e d ?  

A. 	 Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q. 	 P o s i t i o n  3 w i t h  arrows running  g e n e r a l l y  n o r t h  and 
- sou th  	i s  marked a s  t h e  gunsh ips1  suppres s ion  on t h e  w e s t '  s i d e  
of t h e . LZ. Does t h a t  ag ree  w i t h  your r e c o l l e c t i o n ?  

A.  Y e s ,  sir. 


Q* How about  t h e  one on t h e  eas t  s i d e  o f  t h e  LZ? Could 

you p o i n t  o u t  where t h a t  might be? 


(The w i t n e s s  d i d  a s  r eques t ed .  ) 

A s  you have p o i n t e d  o u t  h e r e ,  a long  t h i s  d i r e c t i o n ?  

A- 	 Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. 	 I t  w a s  i n s i d e  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A .  	 Y e s ,  s ir .  ' 

Q-	 Okay. I w i l l  mark p o s i t i o n  4 a s  t h e  p o s i t i o n ,  w i t h  
arrows running n o r t h  and s o u t h  a s  t h e  gunsh ips1  suppres s ion  
on t h e  east  s i d e  of  t h e  LZ. Does t h a t  c o i n c i d e  w i t h  your 
r e c o l l e c t i o n ?  
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A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Were t h e y  g e n e r a l l y  coming i n  from t h e  s o u t h  or  
from t h e  n o r t h ,  and can you recall  t h e i r  d i r e c t i o n  of l and ing?  

A. I b e l i e v e  t h e y  were coming i n  from t h e  sou th .  

Q - So, t h e y  were l and ing  g e n e r a l l y  i n  t h i s  d i r e c t i o n ,  
l and ing  t o  t h e  n o r t h ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. Now, w e ' r e  coming t o  what you s a i d  i n  t h e  p rev ious  
s e s s i o n .  You i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  soon a f t e r  t h i s  i n  your sequence-- 
n o t  d e f i n i t e l y ,  b u t  you s a w  t h e  gunsh ips ,  o r  knew t h a t  t hey  
w e r e  engaging some VC w i t h  weapons n o r t h  of My La i  ( 4 ) ?  

A. Yes, sir.  

Q. Can you t e l l  me where t h a t  l o c a t i o n  i s ?  The s c a l e , .  
by t h e  way, i s  1 inch  i s  about  85 m e t e r s .  And, n o r t h  i s  o f f  
t o  t h e  t o p  c e n t e r  as marked. 

A. Right  about  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  

Q- Okay. W e  w i l l  ,mark t h a t  a s  p o s i t i o n  5. What d i d  
you see h e r e ?  

A. Gunships w e r e  - . t h e  VC s u s p e c t s .engaging . . 

Do you know how many? Q e  

A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t .  


Q- I b e i i e v z  you i n d i c a t e d  something about  weapons? 


A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q- Were t h e y  .. w i t h  weapons? 

A. No, s i r .  Colonel  HENDERSON s a i d  he thought  he  
s p o t t e d  one ,  I b e l i e v e .  

Q- Okay. P o s i t i o n  5 t h e n  i s  marked and i d e n t i f i e d  
as t h e  p o s i t i o n  where t h e  gunship engaged VC s u s p e c t s .  Colone l  
HENDERSON i n d i c a t e d  one weapon. Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  
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A. Yes, sir.  

9. Then while  you were hovering around t h i s  p o s i t i o n ,  
o r  working t h i s  a r e a ,  you i n d i c a t e d  t h i s  i s  where you popped 
t h e  smoke f o r  t h e  ground t roops?  

A. Yes, sir.  

Q. Where d i d  you see  t h e  ground t roops  coming from? 

A. I would say r i g h t  around t h i s  a r e a ,  s i r  ( i n d i c a t i n g  
. . . .nor th. . p a r t  of v i l l a g e )  . 

Q Right i n  t h i s  l i t t l e ,  c i r c u l a r  a rea .  Were they
coming ou t  of h e r e  on a l i n e  o r  i n  a s i n g l e  column? Do you 
r e c a l l ?  

A. It  wasn ' t  i n  a . s i n g l e  column, b u t  it was i n  a corn-
b a t  formation o r  something l i k e  t h a t .  

Q I zca. So, i f  we mark it l i k e  s o ,  it would in-
d i c a t e  t h e  genera l  route  of movement? 

A. Yes, sir.. 

Q. P o s i t i o n  6, t hen ,  i s  marked as  ground fo rces  seen 
l eav ing  a s  i n d i c a t e d  t o  p o s i t i o n  of VC a t  5. Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 
.. -

Q- Did you see  them a r r i v e  a t  t h a t  p o s i t i o n ?  

A. No, s i r .  

Q. Then, I th ink  you i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  around t h i s  t ime, 
o r  some t ime,  you saw a couple of people o r  young males t h a t  
your h e l i c o p t e r  t r i e d  t o  segregate  a s  f a r  a s  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n ,  
and subsequent ly gave t h a t  up? 

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q .  Do you r e c a l l  about where t h i s  was? 

A. Yes, s ir .  Now, t h i s  was--I d o n ' t  know i f  they were 
- .male o r  females o r  what. 

. Q= This  was about t h e  time t h a t  you saw some people 
moving ou t  of t h e  v i l l a g e  t o  t h e  n o r t h e a s t ?  
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A. Y e s ,  s ir .  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  people  w e  engaged 
h e r e  looked l i k e  t h e y  were i n  f r o n t  of t h e  o t h e r  group,  and 
they  were o u t  about  he re .  

Q. And, you s a i d  t h e  s t r eam was d ry  a t  t h e  t ime? 

A. Y e s ,  ... sir. I t  w a s  a lmost  d ry ,  b u t  t h e r e  was some. 

w a t e r  i n  it. 

Q. Did anybody f i r e  a t  them t o  t r y  t o  s t o p  them? 

A. No, sir.  

Q - A l l  r i g h t .  P o s i t i o n  7 i s  marked as t h e  p l a c e  
where you checked o u t  two Vietnamese of unknown s e x  o r  age 
a t  low a l t i t u d e .  Now, would you c a r e  t o  i n d i c a t e  any kZnd of  
gene ra l  patA of  movement of  t h e  people  t h a t  w e r e  moving o u t  
of My La i  ( 4 ) ?  ' Could w e  i n d i c a t e  by some type  o f  l a r g e  arrow 
t h e  g e n e r a l  a x i s  o f  movement? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  Th i s  w a s n ' t  t h e  main f low. They moved 
o u t  j u s t  l i k e  t h i s  ( i n d i c a t i n g  a nor theas tward  movement n o r t h  
of  t h e  v i l l a g e ) .  

Q. Okay. W e ' l l  p u t  an arrow on h e r e  and mark it as 
8. And, should  w e  d e s i g n a t e  it as t h e  g e n e r a l  p a t h  o f  t h e  
Vietnamese? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. How many? Could you g i v e  m e  an e s t i m a t e ?  

A. Y e s ,  maybe 10.  

Q. P o s i t i o n  2, .which i s  an a x i s  arrow, i d e n t i f i e s  t h e  
g e n e r a l  a x i s  of movement f o r  approximately  10 'Vietnamese.  Then, 
I b e l i e v e  t h a t  you i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  somewhere around t h i s  t i m e ,  
you n o t i c e d  and thought  about  t h i s  movement t o  t h e  sou th  o f  . , , '  

t h e  v i l l a g e ,  and t o  t h e  southwest  a long  521. Do you r e c a l l  
t h a t ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q* Can you i n d i c a t e  t h e  g e n e r a l  f low o r  a x i s  o f  t h i s  
l a r g e  group? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  They w e r e  moving a long  t h i s  road ( in -
d i c a t i n g  521) .  Now, t h i s  was where t h e  main f low was coming 
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o u t ,  and some o f  them were i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  on t h e  banks,  b u t  
most of  them w e r e  s t i c k i n g  t o  t h e  road.  

Q. You are p o i n t i n g  t o  t h i s  t r a i l ,  t h i s  nor th-south 
t r a i l ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 


Q*  They w e r e  t hen  going t o  t h e  southwest  a long  521? 


A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. The se t  of  arrows i n d i c a t e d  by 9 i s  t h e  l a r g e  num- 
b e r  o f  Vietnamese of  mixed ages  and sexes  d e p a r t i n g  t h e  a r e a .  
There i s  a set  o f  f o u r  arrows i n d i c a t i n g  t h e i r  movement. Is 
t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. - Y e s ,  sir. Tha t  i s  c o r r e c t .  

Q. Some t ime a long  i n  h e r e ,  you a l s o  r e c a l l e d  e a r l i e r  
s ay ing  something about  r o c k e t  f i r e  by a  Warlord a i r c r a f t .  Can 
you i n d i c a t e  what t h e  g e n e r a l  area o f  t h i s  r o c k e t  f i r e  w a s  
going on i n ?  

A. The r o c k e t  f i r i n g  was going i n  on t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  
of H i l l  85 about  r i g h t  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  

Q. A s  I have marked h e r e ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  . -

Q - But you d i d n ' t  know t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  Warlords,  I 
presume? You j u s t  saw t h a t  t h e y  were guns? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q - Can you i n d i c a t e  t h e i r  f l i g h t  r o u t e ?  I t h i n k  you 
i n d i c a t e d  e a r l i e r  t h a t  it was from t h e  e a s t ?  

A.  Y e s ,  s i r ,  most ly  from t h e  east  t o  wes t .  

Q. P o s i t i o n  10 i s  marked as where you s a w  r o c k e t  
f i r i n g ,  p a s s e s  o f  gunships  f l y i n g  g e n e r a l l y  from e a s t  t o  west?  

A. I b e l i e v e  s o ,  y e s ,  sir. 
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Q =  Now, do you r e c a l l  t h e  p o s i t i o n  where you f i n a l l y  
landed t o  pick up t h e s e  two Vietnamese males t h a t  you indica-  
t e d  came aboard 'your  sh ip?  

No, sir.  I cannot p inpo in t  it. 

Q. Okay. You f e l t  t h a t  it was somewhere t o  t h e  south- 
west? 

A- Ye.s, sir. 

Q. Was it i n  an open a rea?  

A. Yes, because I remember t h e  bubble chopper. 

Then I b e l i e v e  you i n d i c a t e d  you went over and 
watched t h e  B Company l i f t ,  o r  t h e  next  l i f t  o f f  t h e r e  t o  
t h e  east--  . -

Q e  


A. ( In te rpos ing)  Yes, sir. 

Q. The a r t i l l e r y  p repara t ion  and s o  on,  and went over  
t o  t h e  coas t?  . -

. .. 

A. Yes, s i r ,  and t h i s  t ime we were p r e t t y  high. W e  
had a l ready gone up a l i t t l e  b i t .  

Q - Then you went back t o  Dot t ie  with t h e  two V i e t -
namese? 

A. Y e s ,  sir.. . 

Q. La te r  on when you were again over t h e  a r e a ,  you 
r e c a l l e d  e a r l i e r  f l y i n g  low over  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  see ing  some of 
t h e  t roops ,  t h e  f r i e n d l y  U . S ,  t roops  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  Can you 
i n d i c a t e  t h e  approximate a r e a  t h a t  you saw them? 

A. I b e l i e v e  it was r i g h t  i n  here  ( i n d i c a t i n g  west 
and e a s t ,  c e n t e r ) .  

Q - Okay, t h i s  p o s i t i o n  we w i l l  mark a s  p o s i t i o n  11. 
Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Did you i d e n t i f y  them as  U . S .  f r i e n d l i e s ?  
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A. Yes, sir. 

Q. P o s i t i o n  11 is  marked and i d e n t i f i e d  as where you 
saw ground t roops  a f t e r  r e f u e l i n g ?  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q- Now, d i d  you s e e  any bodies  a t  t h i s  time i n  t h e  
area?  I b e l i e v e  you saw s e v e r a l  s c a t t e r e d  bodies  throughout 
t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Yes, b u t  n o t  an abnormal amount. 

Q- Then sometime l a t e r ,  you r e c a l l  s ee ing  along t h i s  
path t h e s e  t r e e s  where t h e r e  were 1 2  t o  15 of t h e s e  bodies.  
Can you p o i n t  o u t  t h a t  a rea?  

A. Yes, sir. I ' m  almost convinced it was r i g h t  he re .  

Q D  
 Okay, you a r e  p c i n t i n g  t o  t h e  area 6ep ic ted  by 
photograph P-117? 

A. Yes, sir.  

Q. Now, can you p o i n t  on photograph P-117, t o  where 
you th ink  you saw them, and then  w e ' l l  t ranspose  t h a t  onto  t h e  
v e r t i c a l  a e r i a l  photograph? 

A. I would say i n  t h i s  a r e a  r i g h t  he re ,  sir.  

Q- Is t h a t  t h e  genera l  a rea?  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. How would you desc r ibe  t h i s .  would you descr ibe  
it as a d i t c h ,  o r  how would you desc r ibe  i t ?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  I t  looks l i k e  a d i t c h  looks.  

Q. How would you desc r ibe  t h e  p o s i t i o n  here?  I be-
l i e v e  you i n d i c a t e d  some kind of a p a t t e r n .  Can you g ive  me 
some word t o  desc r ibe  i t ?  Were they kind of c l o s e  t o g e t h e r ,  
o r  were they  spread  a p a r t ,  o r  were they  s tacked? 

A. No, s ir .  They,were a l l  in--going i n  one d i r e c t i o n .  

Q. c l o s e  toge the r?  
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A.  F a i r l y  c l o s e ,  y e s ,  sir. 

Q. Marked as 1 2 ,  a d i t c h  where ADCOCK s a w  1 2  or 15  
dead Vietnamese of  mixed ages  and sexes  w i t h i n  15 o r  20 meters .  

A. . Y e s ,  sir. 

Q- I b e l i e v e  you i n d i c a t e d  l a s t  n i g h t  t h a t  t h e s e  w e r e  
on a l i p  o r  on t h e  t o p  o f  t h i s  d i t c h ?  

A.  Y e s ,  sir. They w e r e n ' t  i n  t h e  d i t c h .  There may 
have been one o r  two, b u t  t h e  m a j o r i t y  of them were o u t s i d e  
and on t h e  east s i d e  o f  it. 

Q.  Some were on t h e  east  s i d e ,  o r  a l l ,  o r  what? 

A. The m a j o r i t y  w e r e  on t h e  e a s t  s i d e .  

Q .  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  you s a i d  t h a t  you d i d n ' t  s e e  down 
i n  t h a t  d i t c h ,  i s  t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. That w a s  on up he re .  

Q. Did you look down i n s i d e  t h e  d i t c h  and look i n t o  
h e r e ?  

A. W e l l ,  t h e  trees w e r e  k ind  of s p a r s e ,  b u t  t h i s  area 
i n  between you could  s e e  i n .  But,  r i g h t  h e r e ,  it was growing 
up and t h e  sh rubs  were go ing  ove r  t h e  d i t c h  l i k e  t h a t  ( i n d i c a t i n g  
t h e  overgrowth on  P-117) . 
Q - Now, l e t ' s  see i f  t h i s  i s  r i g h t .  W e  have marked 
as p o s i t i o n  12  t h e  p o s i t i o n  where ADCOCK s a w  12 t o  15 dead 
Vietnamese of mixed ages  and sexes  w i t h i n  1 5  t o  20 meters  of 
t h e  d i t c h .  

A. With t h e  m a j o r i t y  on t h e  e a s t  s i d e .  

Q- You d i d  n o t  see down i n  t h e  d i t c h  f u r t h e r  t o  t h e  
n o r t h ,  i s  t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir ,  t h a t ' s  c o r r e c t .  

Q. A f t e r  t h i s ,  I t h i n k  you were t e l l i n g  us t h a t  you 
went back o v e r  t h e  v i l l a g e  and went back o v e r  t h a t  a r e a .  Sub-
sequen t ly ,  you went down t o  Quang Ngai, i s  t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 
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Q e  Do you r e c a l l  any o t h e r  i n c i d e n t s  t h a t  w e  can p l a c e  
on t h i s  a e r i a l  photograph t h a t  you saw? People on t h e  ground 
dead; ground t r o o p s  on t h e  ground? Did you s e e  dead i n  t h i s  
a r e a  ( i n d i c a t i n g  below My L a i  ( 4 )  on P - l ) ?  

A. There may have been a few o u t  he re .  

Q You do t h i n k  you saw a few t h e r e ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q. Both s i d e s  of t h i s  t r a i l ?  

A. Y e s ,  as i f  t h e y  w e r e  coming from t h e  j o i n i n g  t r a i l ,  
r i g h t  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g  f o r k  of  t r a i l  i n  sou th  c e n t e r  of My L a i  
( 4 )  

Q- P o s i t i o n  13  i s  where you s a w  a few Vietnamese dead 
a t  some t ime? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q =  Anything e l s e ?  

A. No, s ir .  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  s o .  

Q= Okay. You d i d n ' t  see t h e  ground t r o o p s  b reak ing  
f o r  lunch o r  any th ing?  

A. No, s ir .  

Q- Okay, l e t ' s  l e a v e  t h i s  f o r  a moment. Now, I ' d  
l i k e  t o  show you some a d d i t i o n a l  photographs  which I would 
l i k e  you t o  pe ruse .  See i f  you r ecogn ize  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  p l a c e s  
o r  t h i n g s  t h a t  you can i d e n t i f y  a s  t o  l o c a l i t y  and d a t e s ,  
o r  as f a r  as i n d i v i d u a l s  a r e  concerned,  t h a t  you can i d e n t i f y  
by name. I w i l l  show t h e  w i t n e s s  E x h i b i t s  P-2 through P-43 
and E x h i b i t s  P-56 through P-70. W e  w i l l ' r e c e s s  wh i l e  he l ooks  
a t  t h e s e  photos .  

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  1050 h o u r s . )  

(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1100 hour s . )  

LTC PATTERSON: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

L e t  t h e  r eco rd  r e f l e c t  t h a t  a l l  p a r t i e s  t o  t h e  
h e a r i n g  who w e r e  p r e s e n t  when we r e c e s s e d  a r e  aga in  p r e s e n t .  
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S i r ,  you a r e  reminded t h a t  you a r e  s t i l l  under oa th .  

Do you recognize any p l a c e s  o r  events  o r  people 

i n  those photographs? 


A. S i r ,  I recognize only .one person. I b e l i e v e  i t  
was BEARDSLEE. 
Q. .What photograph was t h a t ?  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. YOU t h i n k  BEARDSLEE i s  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  s tanding  
on t h e  l e f t ?  

A.  Yes, sir.  


Q- And, who was BEARDSLEE? 


A. H e  was Colonel BARKER'S d r i v e r ,  s i r .  

Q .  Do you know h i s  f i r s t  name? 

A.  I b e l i e v e  i t ' s  Frank. 

Q - Do you r e c a l l  any o r  d i d  you s e e  any o t h e r  i n s t a n c e s  
o r  recognize any of  t h e  scenes dep ic ted  by those  p i c t u r e s ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q. How about P-41? Do you th ink  you s a w  t h a t  scene? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. How about P-31? 

A. Yes, s i r ,  I may have seen t h a t  one. 

0. Now P-31 shows about t h r e e  dead ~ i e t n a m e s e .  

A. Yes, sir. 
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A. I n  t h e  background i s  some ca t t l e ,  and it looks  
l i k e  a t r a i l  w i t h  some woods on t h e  r i g h t  s i d e .  Would you 
know where you s a w  t h a t ?  

A. N o ,  s ir .  

Q- D o  you r e c a l l  h e a r i n g  anyth ing  about  d u s t o f f  
requi rements ,  medevac requi rements ,  t h e  morning of  16 
March 1968 w h i l e  you were c r u i s i n g  around t h e  area t h e r e ?  

A. N o ,  sir. 

Q- W e  have reason  t o  b e l i e v e  and r e c o r d s  i n d i -
c a t e  t h a t  on t h i s  morning t h e r e  were t h r e e  d i f f e r e n t  
medevac mis s ions  flown. One w a s  wh i l e  your  h e l i c o p t e r  
w a s  on s t a t i o n ,  and it was i n  t h e  B Company a r e a .  And 
probably j u s t  toward t h e  end,  a s  you w e r e  en  r o u t e  back 
t o  D o t t i e  f o r  r e f u e l i n g  w i t h  t h e  two Vietnamese aboard,  
o r  i n  t h e  B Company a r e a ,  a l i e u t e n a n t  was k i l l e d  and some 
o t h e r s  wounded. They c a l l e d  f o r  a d u s t o f f .  You d o n ' t  
r e c a l l  t h a t  or>k? 

A. N o ,  sir. 

Q= About 1020 hours  t h e  r e c o r d s  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  
a  young man by t h e  name of CARTER who was a member of 
C/1/20 w a s  s h o t  i n  t h e  f o o t  and was evacuated.  They c a l l e d  
f o r  a d u s t o f f  about  1030, o r  i n  t h e  1020 t o  1030 t ime 
frame. Do you recall  h e a r i n g  any th ing  about  t h a t ?  

A. N o ,  sir. 

Q- I n  o t h e r  words, you have no r e c o l l e c t i o n  of  any
d u s t o f f  medevac requi rements?  

A. No, sir. 

Q- Now, I recognize  t h e  f ac t - - t he  i n fo rma t ion  t h a t  
w e  have i s  t h e  one t h a t  you might p o s s i b l y  have known some-
t h i n g  about  was f o r  CARTER? 

2 ' .  No, s ir .  

Q. That  w a s  j u s t  t o  t h e  s o u t h  of  t h e  v i l l a g e  of My 
L a i  ( 4 ) .  

A. Now, I remember a d u s t o f f  s h i p  coming up t h e  c o a s t .  
I ' m  n o t  s u r e .  
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Q - W e  a l s o  have reason  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  Colonel  
BARKER i n  h i s  command and c o n t r o l  s h i p  made t h e  t h i r d  dus t -  
o f f  r i g h t  around 0930. You were a t  LZ D o t t i e  a p p a r e n t l y  
and s h u t  down, and d i d  n o t  h e a r  about  it on t h e  r a d i o .  The 
s h i p  came i n ,  dropped Colonel  BARKER o f f  because t h i s  is  
when General  KOSTER had a r r i v e d  and Colonel  BARKER'S s h i p  
proceeded on n o r t h  t o  t a k e  t h e  wounded on up t o  t h e  hos- 
p i t a l .  Then t h e  s h i p  came back. Colonel  BARKER a t  t h i s  
t ime was i n  t a l k i n g ,  presumably,  t o  Colonel  HENDERSON 
and General. KOSTER, about  0930 o r  0945. Then, Colonel  
BARKER'S s h i p  came back t h e r e  and set  down and probably  
s h u t  down. 

A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t  remember t h a t .  

Q. You i n d i c a t e d  l a s t  n i g h t  t h a t  you r e c a l l e d  some-
t h i n g  about c a s u a l t i e s  caused by a r t i l l e r y .  Do you r e c a l l  
any numbers? 

A. No, sir.  

Q. Twenty? S ix ty-n ine?  Eighty-four?  These numbers 
mean no th ing?  

A. No, sir. 

Q. Do you r e c a l l  Colonel  LUPER a t  any t i m e  g i v i n g  
any i n d i c a t i o n  t o  Sergeant  KIRKPATRICK who was h i s  RTO, I 
b e l i e v e .  O r  was it Se rgean t  Major? 

A.  Sergean t  Major. 
Q. Did he r i d e  ve ry  much? 

A. Not much. 

Q. Do you remember Colonel  LUPER t a l k i n g  t o  Ser-
g e a n t  KIRKPATRICK about  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  o r  doing any th ing  wi th  
r e f e r e n c e  t o  checking o u t  t h e s e  a r t i l l e r y  c a s u a l t i e s ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q - Was KIRKPATRICK a f r i e n d l y  s o r t  of s e r g e a n t  major? 

A. He could  b e ,  y e s ,  sir. 

Q- Were you f r i e n d l y  w i t h  him? 
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A. N o ,  sir. Sergeant  KIRKPATRICK and I w e r e n ' t  real  
close. 

Q- You d i d n ' t  d i s c u s s  mutual  problems t h e n  i n  any 
g r e a t  d e t a i l  w i t h  one ano the r?  

A. No, sir.  

Q- W e  have had some i n d i c a t i o n s  t h a t  on t h e  1 8 t h  o f  
March--we're sk ipp ing  ove r  t o  Monday on t h e  18 th- - tha t  when 
you went t o  LZ Dottie--you g o t  t h e r e  about  9 o ' c l o c k  i n  t h e  
morning. Right  a f t e r  you a r r i v e d ,  General  YOUNG came i n .  
You were a l l  s h u t  down, and Colonel  HENDERSON w a s  t h e r e  f o r  
some t ime.  General  YOUNG d e p a r t e d  and you s t a y e d .  You re-
c a l l e d  some of  t h i s  l a s t  n i g h t ,  b u t  when Colonel  HENDERSON 
came back i n  h i s  h e l i c o p t e r ,  do you r e c a l l  a notebook,  n o t e s ,  
a c a r d  o r  any th ing  t h a t  he w a s  c a r r y i n g ?  

A.  NO, s i r .  

Q. Did he cSrry w i t h  him a map c a s e  o r  any parapher-  
n a l i a  when he u s u a l l y  depa r t ed  i n  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  on t h e s e  
l i a i s o n  v i s i t s ?  

A, Not o f t e n ,  no,  sir. 

Q- Colonel  HENDERSON has  l e d  u s  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  a t  
t h i s  meeting he  o b t a i n e d  a  3-by-5 ca rd .  That  would have 
been maybe n o t  a t  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  p o i n t  i n  t i m e .  But du r ing  
t h a t  morning when he came back t o  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r ,  he had a 
3-by-5 c a r d  t h a t  had some in fo rma t ion  on it t h a t  he had re-
ce ived .  The in fo rma t ion  would have been of  some importance 
wi th  r e f e r e n c e  t o  conve r sa t ions  t h a t  he would have had e i t h e r  
w i th  you o r  w i t h  t h e  pe r sonne l  of  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  i t s e l f .  

A. No, sir. 

Q. You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  i t ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q. Now, s t i l l  on t h i s  morning when General  YOUNG came 
i n ,  d i d  you see any o t h e r  of  t h e  command h e l i c o p t e r s  o r  o t h e r  
o f f i c e r s  a t  t h i s  meeting on Monday? You had a r r i v e d .  General  
YOUNG came i n  r i g h t  a f t e rwards .  Do you r e c a l l  any of t h e  
o f f i c e r s  coming i n ?  
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A. No, sir. 

Q. We have reason t o  be l i eve  t h a t  Colonel HOLLADAY 
came i n ,  Major WATKE of t h e  Warlords, and perhaps a couple of 
warrant  o f f i c e r s .  

A. No, sir. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  

Q. You took o f f  a f t e r  t h i s  meeting on Monday, and you 
ind. i c a t e d  l a s t  n i g h t  t h a t  you went down and f lew low over  t h e  
a r ea a couple of t imes.  I b e l i e v e  you s t a t e d  t h a t  t h i s  was 
when you went o u t  t o  t h e  f i e l d  and landed. You and t h e  colonel  
g o t  o f f  and t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  took o f f ,  and you were wa i t ing  f o r  
smoke? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  whether o r  no t  you i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  
Colonel LUPER g o t  o f f  wi th  Colonel HENDERSON? 

A. No, sir.  I s a i d  I be l i eved  t h a t  someone e l s e  g o t  
o f f ,  bu t  I d o n ' t  know who it was. 

Q. Well, Colonel LUPER has i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  he d i d  g e t  
o u t  a t  t h a t  time. 

A. Well, I ' m  p r e t t y  s u r e  somebody g o t  o f f  with him. 

Q - Do you r e c a l l  a t  any time about t h i s  time--now maybe 
it occurred while  you were on t h e  ground, bu t  it could have 
been while  you were i n  t h e  a i r  and f l y i n g  around before  you 
landed. Was t h e r e  any r e p o r t  of l a r g e  numbers of Vietnamese 
nor th  of P i n k v i l l e ,  l i k e  a thousand? 

A. No, sir.  

Q - Were they  reques t ing  a MEDCAP o r  some s o r t  of 
th ing?  

A. No, sir. 

Q- Colonel HENDERSON has  a l s o  i n d i c a t e d  t o  us t h a t  
when he had t h i s  meeting with t h i s  company commander on t h e  
ground, he t o l d  t h e  company t h a t  he was going back t o  LZ 
Dot t ie  o r  c a l l  Colonel BARKER on t h e  r a d i o ,  and then  he was 
going t o  t e l l  t h i s  company t o  go back i n t o  My Lai ( 4 )  t o  
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a s c e r t a i n  t h e  c a s u a l t i e s  t h a t  were i n  t h e r e  and t o  t r y  t o  
determine t h e  cause. Colonel HENDERSON d o e s n ' t  r e c a l l  
whether he t o l d  him t h i s  on t h e  ground. Of course ,  he t o l d  
t h e  company commander t h a t  he was going t o  do t h i s ,  bu t  
he d o e s n ' t  r e c a l l  i f  he t o l d  Colonel BARKER down on t h e  
ground o r  i f  he c a l l e d  him on t h e  r a d i o  and i n d i c a t e d  
t o  him t o  have t h a t  u n i t  go back through My Lai ( 4 ) .  Do 
you r e c a l l  hea r ing  any such informat ion ,  t h a t  Colonel 
HENDERSON s a i d  t h a t  he had t h a t  u n i t  go back i n t o  My Lai ( 4 ) ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q- Colonel HENDERSON has a l s o  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  l a t e r  
on i n  t h e  af te rnoon of t h e  18 th ,  a f t e r  he had i n s t r u c t e d  
Colonel BARKER t o  have t h i s  u n i t  go back i n ,  t h a t  t h i s  o r d e r  
was countermanded by General KOSTER. Colonel HENDERSON was a 
l i t t l e  e x c i t e d  about t h i s  i n  t h a t  he wanted t h a t  u n i t  t o  go 
back i n .  But General KOSTER had s a i d :  "No. Don't send t h e  
men. I t  could be booby-trapped, and d o n ' t  do i t . "  Do you 
r e c a l l  any conversat ion such a s  t h i s ?  

A. NO, s ir ,  ,I donV.t .  

Q- A f t e r  t h e  meeting ou t  t h e r e  i n  t h e  f i e l d ,  do you 
r e c a l l  going back t o  LZ Dot t i e ,  o r  do you r e c a l l  where t h e  
h e l i c o p t e r  went? 

A. NO, s ir ,  I d o n ' t .  

Q. Colonel HENDERSON has  a l s o  i n d i c a t e d  t o  us t h a t  i n  
the  af te rnoon o r  evening on Monday, now t h i s  i s  t h e  same day 
as  t h e  meeting i n  t h e  f i e l d ,  t h a t  i n  t h e  af te rnoon,  C Company 
was e x t r a c t e d  by h e l i c o p t e r  from t h e  f i e l d  and brought hack 
t o  LZ Dott ie .  They had very few h e l i c o p t e r s  t o  do t h i s  opera- 
t i o n .  So, they  s t a r t e d  a t  about 2:20 i n  t h e  af ternoon.  I t  
went on f o r  a couple of hours because of t h e  very few number 
of h e l i c o p t e r s .  They were s h o r t  t h a t  day. Colonel HENDERSON 
has  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  he met a t  LZ Dot t ie  with some of t h e  t roops  
a s ,  they landed. Do you r e c a l l  t h i s ?  

A. No, sir.  I remember t h e  shor tage  of h e l i c o p t e r s ,  
and t h e  pickup, and coming back i n .  Yes, sir.  

Q. Do you remember how long you were t h e r e ?  

A. No, sir ,  I don ' t .  
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Q. Did you have your h e l i c o p t e r  s h u t  down? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 


Q- Do you remember see ing  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r s  coming i n ?  


A. Yes, sir. 

Q. And t h e  t roops  g e t t i n g  o f f ?  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Do you r e c a l l  Colonel HENDERSON t a l k i n g  t o  t h e  
t roops?  

A. No, sir,  

Q *  Were they  coming i n  i n  a c l o s e  proximity t o  your 
h e l i c o p t e r ?  

A. F a i r l y  c l o s e ,  yes ,  sir. 

Q- A t  t h i s  t ime you were on which pad t h e r e  a t  Dot t ie?  
D o  you r e c a l l ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  we were on t h e  V I P  pad. 

Q* The VIP pad? 

A. Yes, sir.  We were c l o s e r  t o  t h e  headquar ters  
bui ld ing .  There was a  h i l l ,  and they were coming i n  on t h e  
top  of t h e  h i l l ,  I b e l i e v e .  

Q- Was Colonel HENDERSON ilp the 're? 

A. I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  so ,  no, sir.  

Q. Do you have any i d e a  how long you were t h e r e ?  Was 
it a long pe r iod  of t ime,  o r  was it a s h o r t  per iod  of time? 

A. I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  it was a  very s h o r t  pe r iod  of t ime,  -
but  I d o n ' t  know e x a c t l y  how long. 

Q- An hour o r  l e s s ,  o r  2 o r  3  hours? 

A. Not 2 o r  3  hours ,  maybe an hour. 
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Q Do you r e c a l l  where you came from when you came i n  
t h e r e ?  Was t h i s  r i g h t  a f t e r  t h e  meeting o u t  i n  t h e  f i e l d ,  o r  
had you come up from Duc Pho? 

A. I d o n ' t  know, sir. 

Q .  Do you remember where you went a f t e r  you l e f t ?  

A. No, sir.  

Q- You do r e c a l l ,  t h a t  you were t h e r e  and saw some 
of those  t roops?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q- L e t ' s  s e e ,  t h a t  completes Monday t h e  18th .  

Now, Wednesday t h e  20th. Colonel HENDERSON i n -
d i c a t e d  t h a t  he went up t o  d i v i s i o n  t o  t a l k  t o  General KOSTER. 
Can you r e c a l l  going t o  d i v i s i o n  on t h e  20th of March? 

A. No, sir ,  I d o n ' t  remember. 

Q =  Did you go t o  d i v i s i o n  very o f t en?  

A. No, sir ,  we d i d n ' t .  

Q- You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  him going on t h e s e  f requent  
t r i p s ?  I imagine they were s h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h i s  opera t ion?  

A. NO, s i r ,  I d o n ' t .  

Q* Okay. Did you see  much of Colonel BARKER during
t h i s  t ime frame? 

A. No, s ir .  

Q- When a br igade commander v i s i t s  a company, doesn ' t  
t h e  commander of t h e  company accompany t h e  v i s i t i n g  commander 
back t o  h i s  h e l i c o p t e r ?  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. O r ,  he meets him a s  he a r r i v e s ?  

A. Yes, sir.  
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Q- And Colonel  BARKER you knew him q u i t e  w e l l ,  I 
assume? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q- When h e  had been a s s i g n e d  t o  b r i g a d e  l e v e l ,  what 
do you r e c a l l  h i s  job w a s  under  General  LIPSCOMB? 

A. N o t  e x a c t l y ,  no,  sir.  

Q. The r e c o r d s  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  he was t h e  b r igade  S3. 
So, you knew you had seen  Colonel  BARKER when you saw him, 
and you recognized  him? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q I b e l i e v e  you i n d i c a t e d  l a s t  n i g h t  t h a t  you 
r e c a l l  s e e i n g  him t h e  f i r s t  t ime when you went t o  D o t t i e  
on t h e  1 5 t h ,  because it w a s  t h e  f i r s t  chance you had of  
s e e i n g  him as 'a commander? 

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q. Colonel  HENDERSON a l s o  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  he t a l k e d  
t o  Colonel  BARKER on s e v e r a l  occas ions  i n  t h i s  t ime  frame, 
b u t  you d o n ' t  recal l  any s p e c i f i c  i n s t a n c e s ?  

A. N o ,  sir.  

Q Was t h e r e  q u i t e  a p e r s o n a l i t y  d i f f e r e n c e  between 
General  LIPSCOMB and Colonel  HENDERSON? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q Would you say  t h a t  one was h a r d e r  a s  a commander 
t han  t h e  o t h e r  i n  t h e  s ense  of  what he expec ted  of h i s  t roops?  

A. No, s ir .  

Q Did General  LIPSCOMB spend a l o t ' o f  t i m e  o u t  i n  
t h e  b r igade  a r e a  checking h i s  people?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q And he  l e f t  you back i n  t h e  base  camp a r e a ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  
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Q- D i d  t h e  t r o o p s  l i k e  General  LIPSCOMB? 

A. W e l l ,  General  LIPSCOMB d i d n ' t  e x a c t l y  want t o  g e t  
t o o  c l o s e  t o  t h e  t r o o p s .  

Q= W e l l ,  he w a s  a g e n e r a l  o f f i c e r .  

A. But he  wanted t o  know what each  u n i t  was do ing ,  and 
what t h e i r  a c t i o n s  were. He was ve ry  i n t e r e s t e d  i n ' t h e  people  
i n  t h e  f i e l d ,  more .so t h a n  most o t h e r s .  

Q- Was t h e  same t r u e  w i t h  Colonel  HENDERSON? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  h e a r i n g  t h a t  General  LIPSCOMB l i k e d  
t o  have h i s  t r o o p s  g e t  i n t o  a good f i r e  f i g h t  and do w e l l  as 
f a r  a s  combat was concerned? Was he a g g r e s s i v e  as f a r  a s  
c l o s i n g  w i t h  t h e  VC? 

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q- Was Colonel  HENDERSON a g g r e s s i v e  i n  t h e  same terms 
of r e f e r e n c e ?  

A. Not on t h e  same t e r m s  of r e f e r e n c e ,  no,  sir.  

Q- We've had c o n s i d e r a b l e  t e s t imony ,  M r .  ADCOCK, t h a t  
i n  t h e  TOC and among t h e  e n l i s t e d  men, e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h e  TOC, 
t h e r e  w a s  a good d e a l  of s c u t t l e b u t t  about  t h e  o p e r a t i o n .  Did 
you h e a r  any of  t h i s  s c u t t l e b u t t ?  

A. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  any, s i r .  

Q. We've had some people  t h a t  r e c a l l  h e a r i n g  s t o r i e s  
t h a t  g e n e r a l l y  o r i g i n a t e d  from t h e  P I 0  people  pe rhaps ,  o r  from 
somewhere w i t h  r e f e r e n c e  t o  Task Force Barker ,  n o t  on ly  o f  
t h i s  p o r t i o n  of t h e  o p e r a t i o n ,  b u t  d u r i n g  i t ' s  e n t i r e  e x i s t e n c e  
from January  t o  Apr i l .  Do you r e c a l l  h e a r i n g  about  how w e l l  
t hey  d i d ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  I t  seems a s  though t h e  people  p u t  t o -  
g e t h e r  f o r  Task Force Barker seemed t o  do a  l i t t l e  b e t t e r .  
They accomplished a l i t t l e  more. They d i d  a  b e t t e r  job than  
t h e  o t h e r  u n i t s .  The o t h e r  u n i t s  began t o  a f t e r  t h a t  ,' b u t  up 
u n t i l  t h a t  t h i s  was t h e  main--this  s t a r t e d  t h e  b a l l  r o l l i n g ,  
s o  t o  speak.  
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9- They had a  p r e t t y  good body count according t o  
t h e  records? 

A. 	 yes ,  sir. 

9- They seemed t o  have a f a r  h igher  body count and re-
cord as  f a r  a s  combat dur ing  t h e  per iod  of t h e i r  ex i s t ence  than  
any o t h e r  u n i t  i n  t h e  br igade .  

A. 	 Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. 	 Do you r e c a l l  hea r ing  t h i s  k ind  of th ing?  

A. 	 Yes, sir. 

Q e  
 Was t h e r e  any t a l k  about how they achieved t h e i r  
body count? 

A. No, sir. 


Q *  You d i d n ' t  h e a r  c i v i l i a n  women and k i d s  mentioned? 


A. 	 No, sir.  

Q *  Did you know any of t h e  young men t h a t  worked i n  
t h e  P I 0  s e c t i o n  a t  t h e  br igade ,  t h e  p u b l i c  information s e c t i o n ?  

A. Yes, sir. I knew HAEBERLE. We were acquainted i n  
Hawaii a t  Schof ie ld  Barracks,  n o t  c l o s e l y ,  j u s t  a pass ing  
f r i endsh ip .  

Q *  Do you r e c a l l  t a l k i n g  t o  HAEBERLE, o r  HAEBERLE 
t a l k i n g  t o  you, wi th  r e fe rence  t o  what he saw? 

A. 	 No, -sir. I ' r a r e l y  e v e r  saw HAEBERLE a f t e r  t h a t .  

Did you read  The Tr iden t ,  t h e  br igade  newspaper? 

A .  	 Y e s ,  sir. 

Q e  
 Do you r e c a l l  reading  about t h i s  opera t ion?  

A. 	 Y e s ,  sir. 

Q- Task Force Barker had some f i n e  p u b l i c i t y  dur ing  
i t s  e x i s t e n c e  according t o  looking a t  The Tr iden t  i s s u e s ?  
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A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q =  You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t a l k i n g  t o  anyone t h a t  had any- 
t h i n g  t o  do wi th  t h e  w r i t i n g  of t h e  a r t i c l e s ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q a  
 Now,  do you know Colonel BLACKLEDGE? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q- Sergeant  GERBERDING? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q s  
 Sergeant  STEPHENS? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember him very w e l l .  

Q. Do ,you r e c a l l  t a l k i n g  t o  Sergeant  GERBERDING, o r  
Sergeant  GERBERDING t a l k i n g  t o  you, o r  hea r ing  anything wi th  
r e f e r e n c e  t o  what occurred dur ing  Task Force Barke r ' s  e x i s -
tence?  

A. N o ,  sir. 

Q. How about Colonel BLACKLEDGE? 

A. No, sir. Colonel BLACKLEDGE w a s  k ind  of c losed-
mouthed. H e  d i d n ' t  say anyth ing  un les s  I asked him. 

Q m  
 How about  Major MCKNIGHT? 

A. H e  w a s  about t h e  same, I b e l i e v e .  

Q m  You d i d n ' t  h e a r  h i s  commenting on i t ?  

A. N o ,  s ir .  

Q. How about  h i s  d r i v e r ?  

A .  I d o n ' t  remember, s ir .  

Q. Do you remember t a l k i n g  t o  h i s  d r i v e r ?  D o  you 
recal l  h i s  name? 

A. I should know him, sir. W e  w e r e  o l d  f r i e n d s .  
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Q- How about t h e  people i n  t h e  11th  Brigade a v i a t i o n  
s e c t i o n ?  Do you know many of those  fe l lows?  

A. I know M r .  SMITH, and t h e r e  was a Japanese fe l low,  
I be l i eve ;  an o r i e n t a l  o f f i c e r ,  I be l i eve .  But, I d o n ' t  know 
many of them. 

Q. How about t h e  e n l i s t e d ?  

A. .No, sir. 


Q- Do you know RIDENHOUR? 


A. No, sir.  

Q. How about people from t h e  Warlords? Did you g e t  
a chance t o  t a l k  t o  any of them a t  a l l ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q. The 174th,  any of t h e  1 7 4 t h ' ~  people? 

A. Yes, s ir .  I knew s e v e r a l  of t h e  p i l o t s  and c o p i l o t s ,  
because they  swapped. The c o p i l o t s  usua l ly  swapped around 
and s o  f o r t h .  But, no t  many of t h e  gunners. 

Q. You have r e c a l l e d  c e r t a i n  th ings  t h a t  you have seen 
and i n c i d e n t s  t h a t  have occurred during t h i s  time frame, in -
c luding  some times when you and t h e  crew of t h e  C & C s h i p  
were on t h e  ground r e s t i n g ,  e a t i n g ,  and p laying  wi th  young 
ch i ld ren  and s o  f o r t h .  Do you r e c a l l  any conversat ions wi th  
any of t h e s e  people with r e fe rence  t o  what they  saw over  i n  
M y  Lai?  

A. NO, s i r ,  I d o n ' t .  

Q. You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  d i scuss ing  it with them, o r  ask ing  
them, "Did you see?" 

A. No, sir. I d o n ' t  even th ink  we t a l k e d  about p ick ing  
up t h e  p r i s o n e r s  which was about t h e  only t h i n g  we d i d  t h a t  day. 

LTC PATTERSON: We' l l  t a k e  a  r ecess  here.  

(The hear ing  recessed  a t  1137 hours and reconvened 
a t  1 1 4 0  hours . )  
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LTC PATTERSON: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

L e t  t h e  r eco rd  r e f l e c t  t h a t  a l l  pe r sons  p r e s e n t  
when t h e  h e a r i n g  r e c e s s c d  a r e  aga in  p r e s e n t .  S i r ,  you a r e  
reminded t h a t  you a r e  s t i l l  under o a t h .  

A. Y e s p  s ir .  

Q. I t h i n k ,  M r .  ADCOCK, t h a t  w e  have about  ex-
haus t e d  any in fo rma t ion  t h a t  you have c o n c e r n i n g ' t h e  even t s  
of  15  March t o  25 March 1968. Unless t h e r e  i s  something 
t h a t  you recal l  s p e c i f i c a l l y  t h a t  you h a v e n ' t  d i s c u s s e d ,  
I would l i k e ,  now t h a t  we have been through it i n  some d e t a i l ,  
t o  ask you i f  t h e r e  i s  any th ing  else t h a t  w e  have n o t  
covered t h a t  you f e e l  cou ld  be  impor t an t  f o r  t h e  purposes  
of t h i s  i n q u i r y ?  

A. No, sir. I c a n ' t .  

Q- Is t h e r e  any s t a t emen t  t h a t  yau would l i k e  t o  make 
f o r  t h e  r e c o r d  t h a t  i s  an op in ion  o r  a f e e l i n g ,  o r  any th ing  
a t  a l l  t h a t  you would l i k e  t o  s a y  a t  t h i s  p o i n t  t h a t  would 
become a permanent p a r t  of  t h e s e  proceedings?  

A. No, s ir .  

Q. Okay, w i l l  you be w i l l i n g  t o  s i g n  t h a t  a e r i a l  
photograph under t h e  heading where it i s  p r i n t e d ,  "Prepared 
from memory a t  Washington, D.C., on 30 January  1970"? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q= W i l l  you j u s t  p u t  your  s i g n a t u r e  r i g h t  under t h e r e ?  
Le t  t h e  r e c o r d  r e f l e c t  t h a t  t h e  w i t n e s s  i s  s i g n i n g  t h e  
photograph. Now, a t  t h i s  t ime I would l i k e  t o  e n t e r  i n t o  
evidence an a e r i a l  v e r t i c a l  photograph s igned  by M r .  ADCOCK 
wi th  advances i n d i c a t e d  by t h e  numbers 1 through  13  a s  E x h i b i t  
P-197. L e t  t h e  r e c o r d  r e f l e c t  t h a t  I am'marking t h e  photo- 
graph a t  t h i s  t i m e .  

f .  S i r ,  do you have any th ing  f u r t h e r  t o  add? 

A. No, s i r .  

LTC PATTERSON: W e  a p p r e c i a t e  s i n c e r e l y  your coming t o  us 
and spending t h e  e f f o r t  and t ime t h a t  you have s p e n t  h e r e  
w i t h  u s  t o  a s c e r t a i n  t h e  e v e n t s  and c i rcumstances  surrounding 
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t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  your  h e l i c o p t e r  du r ing  t h e  p e r i o d  15 through 
20 March o r  t h e r e a b o u t s .  Your h e l p f u l n e s s  has  been o u t s t a n d i n g ,  
and you have c o n t r i b u t e d  immeasurably t o  t h e  purposes  of  t h i s  
i n q u i r y .  S ince  you have now, of cou r se ,  d i s c u s s e d  c e r t a i n  
f a c t s  and r e l a t e d  a c t i v i t i e s  concerning t h e  e v e n t s  o f  t h i s  
o p e r a t i o n  i n  t h i s  p e r i o d  of t ime ,  we ask you t o  t r e a t  them i n  
t h e  p rope r  manner w i t h  r e f e r e n c e  t o  d i s c u s s i o n  w i t h  anyone 
who i s  n o t  a p r o p e r l y  c o n s t i t u t e d  a u t h o r i t y .  

A. - Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. This  does  n o t  i n c l u d e  any d i s c u s s i o n  wi th  any 
p r o p e r l y  c o n s t i t u t e d  proceedings  o r  j u d i c i a l  p roceedings  
of  any recognized  o r  formal  c o u r t  o r  any o t h e r  t ype  of 
j u d i c i a l  p roceedings .  Of cou r se ,  y o u ' r e  f r e e  t o  d i s c u s s  
anyth ing  t h a t  you know w i t h  any r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of t h e  Uni ted 
S t a t e s  Government, such as members of t h e  Congress o r  of 
any l e g i s l a t i v e  body. 

A. Y e s ,  s i r l  

a - Thi s  c a u t i o n  r e f e r s  p r i m a r i l y  t o  p u b l i c  d i s -  
c l o s u r e  f o r  p u b l i c  consumption? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  I unders tand.  

Q- W e  w i l l  a p p r e c i a t e  it i f  you would assist  us  i n  
t h i s  endeavor? 

A.  Y e s ,  s ir .  

LTC PATTERSON: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  be r eces sed .  

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  1 1 4 6  hour s ,  30 January  
1970 .) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: BAILEY, Lawrence L. 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 4 February 1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: C l e r k ,  S2 S e c t i o n ,  1 1 t h  
I n f a n t r y  Brigade.  

1. KNOWLEDGE OF THE BODY COUNT. 

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  he remembered r e a d i n g  o f  
between 123 and 128 VC K I A  on t h e  INTSUM on 16 March 1968 
(pg. 4 ) .  H e  f e l t  t h a t  Se rgean t  GERBERDING nad p repared  t h e  
INTSUM (pgs .  4 ,  5 ) .  H e  could  n o t  r e c a l l  any d i s c u s s i o n  of 
a body count  t o  weapons count  r a t i o ,  b u t  b e l i e v e d  t h e  
INTSUM con ta ined  t h e  r e p o r t  of 20 c i v i l i a n s  k i l l e d  (pg. 5 ) .  
However, h e  admi t t ed  t h a t  he may have r e a d  t h i s  on t h e  TOC 
b r i e f i n g  uoard  o r  i n  HENDERSON'S 24 A p r i l  1968 r e p o r t  
(pgs.  6 ,  1 4 ) .  H e  d e f i n i t e l y  r e c a l l e d  p o s t i n g  t h e  VC K I A  on 
t h e  b r i e f i n g  map f o r  t h e  evening of 16 March 1968 (pgs. 5 ,  6 ) .  

2 .  KNOWLEDGE OF DOCUMENTS. 

The w i t n e s s  had n o t  seen  t h e  VC propaganda ( t r a n s l a t e d )  
i n c l o s u r e  t o  HENDERSON'Sr e p o r t ,  ~ x h i b i t sR - 1  and R-5, or  t h e  
( t r a n s l a t e d )  VC propaganda ( ~ x h i b i tM-35) (pgs.  8 ,  15) . 
He s t a t e d  t h a t  he d i d  n o t  t h i n k  t h a t  he had seen t h e  
1 4  A p r i l  1968 s t a t e m e n t  i n c l o s u r e  t o  ~ x h i b i t sR - 1  and R-5, 
b u t  he  may have (pg. 8 ) .  However, he  d i d  r e c a l l  t h e  copy 
of t h e  24 ~ p r i l  1968 r e p o r t  i n  ~ x h i b i t  R-5 (pg. 8 ) .  H e  
never  saw t h e  o r i g i n a l  (pg. 19) . H e  f e l t  t h a t  t h a t  copy 
had been p repared  by t h e  pe r sonne l  i n  t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  
detachment (pgs.  8 ,  12 ,  16)  . H e  added t h a t  t h e  M I D  o f t e n  
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p r e p a r e d  r e p o r t s  o f  t h a t  n a t u r e  (pgs .  8 ,  9 ) .  The w i t n e s s  
cou ld  n o t  r e c a l l  t h e  a l l e g a t i o n s  which had l e d  t o  t h i s  
r e p o r t  (pg.  9 ) .  H e  had n o t  s e e n  t h e  l e t t e r  from t h e  Son 
Tinh D i s t r i c t  c h i e f  t o  Colonel  KHIEN (pg.  101,  n o r  had h e  
s e e n  a r e p o r t  from t h e  Son My v i l l a g e  c h i e f  (pg. 3 0 ) .  H e  
cou ld  n o t  r e c a l l  any s t a t e m e n t s  g i v e n  t o  Co lone l  HENDERSON 
by Major CALHOUN, C a p t a i n s  MEDINA and MICHLES, o r  ~ i e u t e n a n t  
Colonel  BARKER (pg.  1 0 ) .  H e  a s s e r t e d  t h a t  t h e  g r e e n  o n i o n  
s k i n  pape r  u t i l i z e d  i n  E x h i b i t  R-5 was o f  a t y p e  commonly 
used by t h e  M I D  (pg.  11). H e  c o u l d  n o t  r e c a l l  s e e i n g  t h e  
s t a t e m e n t  o f  C a p t a i n  RODRIGUEZ (pg. 1 3 ) .  The w i t n e s s  had 
no knowledge o f  a r e p o r t  by t h e  Son Tinh ~ i s t r i c tAdvisory 
Team r e l a t i n g  t o  HENDERSON'S r e p o r t  (pg.  1 3 ) .  The w i t n e s s  
e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  t h e  M I D  would p r e p a r e  r e p o r t s  such  a s  t h a t  
i n  H-5 and submi t  them t o  t h e  S2 (pgs .  1 5 ,  1 7 ) .  ~ i e u t e n a n t  
Colonel  BLACKLEDGE would okay them and g i v e  them t o  
S e r g e a n t  GERBERDING f o r  f i l i n g  (pg. 1 5 ) .  They would be  
f i l e d  i n  t h e  S2 o f f i c e  (pg.  2 5 ) .  The w i t n e s s  r e c a l l e d  
r e a d i n g  t h e  INTSUM f o r  16 March 1968,  a l t h o u g h  h e  d i d  n o t  
t y p e  i t  (pg. 20) . The w i t n e s s  r e l a t e d  t h e  'meanings o f  
v a r i o u s  e n t r i e s  i n  t h e  INTSUM (pgs .  21-24).  

3. REPORT OF AN INCIDENT. 

H e  c o u l d  n o t  r e c a l l  p r e p a r i n g  any o p e r a t i o n a l  r e p o r t s  
c o n t a i n i n g  t h e  t o t a l s  o f  VC K I A  o r  c i v i l i a n s  k i l l e d  ( p g . 6 ) .  
H e  cou ld  n o t  r e c a l l  any r e p o r t s  a l l u d i n g  t o  t h e  i n c i d e n t  i n  
i s s u e  (pgs .  6 ,  7 ) .  H e  h e a r d  n o t h i n g  o f  any t r a n s m i s s i o n s  
moni tored  i n  t h e  b r i g a d e  TOC which might  have  i n d i c a t e d  a n  
i n c i d e n t  (pg.  7 ) .  H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  h e  d i d  n o t  know o f  any 
r e p o r t  b e i n g  p r e p a r e d  as a r e s u l t  o f  t h e  16 March o p e r a t i o n  
(pg. 7 ) .  H e  c o u l d  r eca l l  no VC propaganda r e f e r r i n g  t o  
Son My o r  Co Luy (pg.  7). 
4 .  OTHER INFORMATION. 

The w i t n e s s  a s s e r t e d  t h a t  t h e  S3 s e c t i o n  u s u a l l y  
handled  Co lone l  HENDERSON'S p e r s o n a l  t y p i n g  (pg .  30) . 
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EXHIBITS 

EXIIIBIT 
NUFIBER DESCRIPTION NOTES PAGES 

I 	 I I 
M- 30 	 Sta t emen t  o f  RODRIGUEZ W i t  had n o t  s e e n .  1 3  


TAN'S l e t t e r  t o  K H I E N ,  

[ t r a n s )  (Quanq Ngai ~ r o v ) ~ i t  
had not s e e n  9 

-M-3 5 VC propaganda 	 W i t  had n o t  s een .  8 

M-57 I n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  w i t  Read by w i t n e s s .  1-
W l t  r e c a l l e d .  L U  

M-87 1 INTSUM, 1 6  Mar 68 Admitted i n t o-+"evidence. 

Had n o t  s e e n  i n -
- o r t  c l o s u r e s .  8 

Copy o f  R - 1  from 1 1 t h  W i t  had s e e n  
R- 5 ~r- i ip  f 1 1 P 	 24  A p r i l  s t m t .  
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(The hea r ing  reconvened a t  0920 hours ,  4 February 

1970.) 


90: The hea r ing  w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  

RCIDR: The fol lowing named persons a r e  p resen t :  LTG 
PEERS, MR MACCRATE, COL ARMSTRONG, and MAJ LYNN. 

The nex t  wi tness  i s  M r .  Lawrence L. BAILEY. 

(MR BAILEY was c a l l e d  a s  a  wi tness ,  was sworn, and 
t e s t i f i e d  a s  fol lows :) 

M r .  BAILEY, f o r  t h e  record ,  would you p l e a s e  s t a t e  
your f u l l  name, occupation, and res idence?  

A. LAWRENCE LAYTON BAILEY, patrolman f o r  t h e  Chehal is  
P o l i c e  Department, Route 5 ,  Box 2 2 9 ,  Chehal i s ,  Washington. 

PC : Er. EAILEP, sn my l e f t  i s  M r .  MA'SCIi,\TE, M r .  
MACCRATE i s  a c i v i l i a n  a t t o r n e y  who has volunteered h i s  ser-
v i c e s  t o  the  Secre tary  of t h e  Army t o  a s s i s t  i n  t h e  conduct 
o f  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and a l s o  t o  provide l e g a l  counsel t o  me 
and o t h e r  members of t h e  i n q u i r y ,  On any r i g h t  i s  Colonel 
ARMSTRONG, an Army co lone l ,  who has been des ignated  by 
General WESTMORELAND as  an a s s i s t a n t  i n  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  
E i t h e r  M r .  MACCRATE o r  Cclonel A M S T R O N G ?  a s i d e  from myself ,  
may address  ques t ions  t o  you t h i s  morning. We have o t h e r  
groups such a s  t h i s  t h a t  a r e  t a k i n g  testimony from o t h e r  i n -  
d i v i d u a l s .  I t  w i l l  be  my job t o  p u t  t o g e t h e r  a r e p o r t ,  t o  
weigh t h e  evidence,  and t o  determine t h e  f ind ings  and recom-
mendations. Have you had an oppor tuni ty  t o  read t h e  i n s t r u c -  
t i o n s  ( r e f e r r i n g  t o  Exh ib i t  M-57)? . 

A. Y ~ s ,  I have. 

Do you understand them o r  have any ques t ions?Q e  . 

A. No. 

Q - M r .  BAILEY, would you i n d i c a t e  what your duty as-
signment was wi th  t h e  Americal Divis ion?  

A. I worked f o r  t h e  S2 branch,  br igade  S2. 
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Q Before w e  g e t  i n t o  t h a t ,  when d i d  you jo in  t h e  
1 1 t h  Brigade? 

A. The f i r s t  p a r t  of  June 1967. 

Q = 1967? Then you went overseas  wi th  t h e  br igade  i n  
December, and you remained wi th  t h e  br igade  how long? 

A.  U n t i l  August. 

A. Right. 

Q. What was your p o s i t i o n  wi th in  t h e  br igade?  

A.  I s t a r t e d  o u t  working a s  a c l e r k .  Then they  
brought t h i s  o t h e r  guy i n  before  we went overseas .  H e  was t h e  
c l e r k ,  and they p u t  me up one s t e p .  I c a n ' t  remember t h e  
t i t l e ,  what they c a l l e d  me now. 

Q. But you w e r e  i n  t h e  S2?  

A. I n t e l l i g e n c e  branch. 

Q. Do you know t h e  name of t h e  o t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l ?  

A. Richard MCNATT . 
Q. MCNATT. Richard MCNATT. Who took your job over  
when you departed? 

A. Ron CRAIG. 

Q- Yes. This  so-ca l led  My Lai  i n c i d e n t  of 16 March 
1968 became a mat ter  of pub l i c  knowledge i n  September and 
October of l a s t  y e a r ,  through r a d i o ,  t e l e v i s i o n ,  newspapers, 
and var ious  o t h e r  news media. Since t h a t  time have you had 
any conversat ions w i t h  anybody connected with t h e  br igade  o r  
wi th  t h e  d i v i s i o n  concerning t h e  i n c i d e n t  o r  t h e  r e p o r t i n g  o f  
it o r  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of i t ?  

A.  No. 
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Q. Would you exp la in  what your d u t i e s  w e r e  i n  t h e  S2 
shop of  t h e  br igade?  

A. I typed up t h e  INTSUMS sometimes. This a l t e r n a t e d  
between t h r e e  of  us ,  and also worked i n  t h e  TOC, n o t  on t h e  
r a d i o s  b u t  on t h e  te lephones from t h e  base  camps t o  t h e  A m e r i -
cal Divis ion.  I took care o f  t h e  maps, posted t h e  enemy pos i -  
t i o n  and s t u f f  l i k e  t h a t .  That w a s  about it, 

Q- You-worked both i n  t h e  TOC and i n  t h e  S2 o f f i c e ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q e  Mr. MACCRATE wants t o  ask you some ques t ions  con-
cern ing  some of  t h e  documents so I91 leave  t h e  f u r t h e r  
ques t ion ing  t o  M r .  MACCRATE. 

MR MACCRATE: So we can fix t h e  s e t t i n g  back at t h a t  t i m e ,  
who w a s  t h e  S2 of t h e  br igade? 

A. I b e l i e v e  Colonel BLACKLEDGE. 

Q. And who were h i s  a s s i s t a n t s ?  

A. Well, a t  t h a t  t i m e  I b e l i e v e  i t  was Captain 
SCHLEICHER who i s  a major now, and Sergeant  GERBERDING, Ser-
geant  STEVENS--do you want everybody i n  t h e  S2?  

Q. L e t ' s  run down t h e  P i s t ,  We know most of them, 
but w e  may have missed one. 

A.  Okay. There ' s  Sergeant  Larry BOYD, Spec 5 John 
WBLDECK, and PFC MCNATT. Then t h e r e  was S p e c i a l i s t  Larry 
BENGLER, and S p e c i a l i s t  J e r r y  STROP, and S p e c i a l i s t  Ron CRAIG. 
And t h e r e  was Captain RINEHART, he came i n  l a t e r .  

10: P r e t t y  good-size S2 s e c t i o n  f o r  a b r igade ,  wasn ' t  
i t ?  

A. W e l l ,  some of us were going and some of  us were 
j u s t  coming i n .  Colonel BLACKLEDGE was t h e  S2 then .  

MR MACCRATE: Did Colonel BLACKLEDGE, from time t o  t ime,  ca l l  
on you t o  type  th ings  f o r  him? 
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A.  Yes, he  did.  

Q. You w e r e  on duty through t h e  pe r iod  March, A p r i l ,
and May 1968, s o  we d o n ' t  have any R&R in te rven ing  o r  anything 
of  t h a t  s o r t .  Do you r e c a l l  t h e  opera t ion  of  Task Force 
Barker? 

A.  Some of  it. I t  w a s  a long time ago. I j u s t  re-
member it was going on, more o r  less. 

Q- Were you aware of t h e  opera t ions  i n  and around 
t h e  middle of March i n t o  t h e  a r e a  i n  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  c a l l e d  
My Lai ,  Son My Vi l l age ,  P i n k v i l l e ?  How was t h a t  ope ra t ion  
descr ibed i n  t h e  S2 shop? Was it c a l l e d  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  opera-
t i o n ,  o r  t h e  My Lai  opera t ion?  

A. I don't 'know what they  c a l l e d  it. I know it w a s  
Task Force Barker. I j u s t  know some of t h e  numbers they  re-
por ted  i n  t h a t  day, t h a t  we p u t  on t h e  INTSUM. Tha t ' s  a l l  I 
remember about it. 
Q What were t h e  numbers you r e c a l l ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  they repor ted ly  k i l l e d  between 123 and 
128 VC. And I t h i n k  something around 20 some c i v i l i a n s  re-
por ted ly  k i l l e d  i n  a c r o s s f i r e .  T h a t ' s  j u s t  t h e  r e p o r t .  
T h a t ' s  a l l  I heard about  it u n t i l  t h e  papers s t a r t e d  coming 
o u t  and r e p o r t i n g  a l l  t h i s  o t h e r  s t u f f .  

Q- Were you i n  t h e  TOC t h a t  day? 

A. NO, I wasn ' t .  

Q Can you f i x  where you were, where you s p e n t  t h a t  
p a r t i c u l a r  day? 

A. I n  t h e  S2 shop. 

Q. But you do r e c a l l  prepar ing  t h e  INTSUM t h a t  day? 

A. I remember reading  i t ,  I th ink  Sergeant  GERBERDING 
prepared it t h a t  day. 

Q I  Do you remember t a l k i n g  with him about i t ?  Is 
t h a t  what you r e c a l l ?  
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A.  No, I j u s t  read t h e  INTSUM. 

Q* Do you r e c a l l  what t h e  weapons count was? 

A. No. 

Do you remember t h e  U.S. KIA?Q a  


A. I d o n ' t  remember t h a t  e i t h e r .  

Q. 128 VC K I A ,  11 wounded, 3  weapons captured.  Does 
t h a t  r e f r e s h  your r e c o l l e c t i o n  as t o  what you saw a t  t h a t  
t ime? 

A. Nof: r e a l l y .  I j u s t  remember t h e  VC r epor ted  
k i l l e d ,  t h a t ' s  a l l .  

Q- Do you remember any d i scuss ion  about t h e  r a t i o  of 
VC K I A  t o  wez:pons captured ,  128 t o  3 3  

A. t h a t  I remember. 

Q. Nowr do you r e c a l l  t h e  r e p o r t  of 20 c i v i l i a n s ?  

A. Something l i k e  t h a t .  

Q And t h i s  w a s  i n  t h e  INTSUM? a 

IS.. I b e l i e v e  so .  I d o n ' t  know. I t ' s  been s o  long. 
i always posted i n  t h e  b r i e f i n g  they had a t  5 o ' c l o c k  every 
day. I always took charge of p o s t i n g  t h e  map i n  t h e  b r i e f i n g  
room, t o t a l  k i l l e d ,  and s o  f o r t h .  I remember adding t h a t  
number on it. Tha t ' s  t h e  most I remember k i l l e d  s i n c e  I ' v e  
been t h e r e ,  tha". day of t h a t  t a s k  f o r c e  opera t ion .  I always 
p u t  t h e  b r i ~  can 't remember how many weapons f i n y. weapons--I 
were taken  and how many U.S. were k i l l e d .  I do remember 
t h e r e  was 127 VC. 

Well, d i d  you a l s o  p o s t  t h e  c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s ?  
Q a  


A. Not t h e  c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s ,  no. 

Q o  
 Well, where w a s  t h i s  20 f i g u r e ?  
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A .  I t  might have been i n  t h e  INTSUM, I d o n ' t  know. 
I know t h e y  r e p o r t e d  t h a t ,  I hea rd  it around someplace. I t  
might have been on t h e  b r i e f i n g  board i n  t h e  TOC. They.keep 
one i n .  t h e r e  too .  

Q. With a g r e a s e  p e n c i l ,  t hey  change t h a t ?  

Q - We've hea rd  about  t h a t  i n  t h e  TOC. Were you t h e  
one who k e p t  it i n  t h e  TOC? 

A. NQ. 

Q But you d i d  p o s t  t h e  f i g u r e s  f o r  t h e  b r i e f i n g ?  

A. Right .  

Q You c a n ' t  recall  where you saw t h e  20 c i v i l i a n  
f i g u r e ?  

A. Not r e a l l y .  I t  might have been t h e  TOC, I don 't 
know. I t  seems l i k e  it w a s  on one o f  t h e  boards .  

Q. Do you recall  any th ing  subsequent  t o  t h o s e  f i g -
u r e s ,  your  working on any pape r s  i n  connect ion wi th  t h i s  op-
e r a t i o n ?  

A. I ' m  n o t  s u r e ,  b u t  w e  always worked w i t h  S3 i n  
t y p i n g  up t h e s e  o p e r a t i o n  r e p o r t s ,  J u s t  what p a r t  w e  typed  
up I d o n ' t  remember now. W e  w e r e  always t y p i n g  up t h e s e  d i f -
f e r e n t  o p e r a t i o n s .  

Q- What do you r e c a l l  about  any a l l e g a t i o n s  t h a t  may 
have been made a t  t h e  t i m e  r e g a r d i n g  t h a t  o p e r a t i o n  o r  any i n -
v e s t i g a t i o n  t h a t  w a s  conducted r e i a t i n g  t o  - those a l l e g a t i o n s ?  

A,  I c a n ' t  remember any th ing  about  it. 

Q. Do you r e c a l l  h e a r i n g  o f  a t r ansmis s ion  r e c e i v e d  
i n  your TOC about  a h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t  c h a l l e n g i n g  an o f f i c e r  
w i t h  t h e  ground f o r c e s  and t h r e a t e n i n g  t o  t u r n  h i s  guns on 
the 3.5. f o r c e s ?  

A. No, I h a v e n ' t .  I wasn ' t  i n  t h e  TOC t h a t  day. 
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Q. You d o n ' t  remember any d i scuss ion  about t h i s ?  

A. No, I d o n ' t .  

Q- We understand t h a t  t h e  a i r  n e t  between t h e  aero-
scou t s  and t h e  ground fo rces  was being monitored a t  t h e  11th  
Brigade TOC. We understand t h a t  ques t ions  were d i r e c t e d  t o  
Task Force Barker a t  t h a t  time as  a r e s u l t  of  it. I was won- 
de r ing  i f  anything you heard subsequent,  t h a t  evening o r  i n  
t h e  n e x t  few days, r e l a t e d  back t o  such a t ransmiss ion .  

A. No. 

Q a  Did you ever  hea r  an a l l e g a t i o n  t h a t  a cap ta in  
had s h o t  a woman i n  t h e  course of t h e  opera t ion?  

No, I d i d n ' t .  

Q- Do you remember being asked e i t h e r  by Major 
MCKNIGHT, t h e  S 3 ,  o r  Colonel BLACKLEDGE t o  type  a s h o r t  re -
p o r t  of  informat ion  they had gathered wi th  r e s p e c t  t o  t h i s  
opera t ion?  

A. No, I never typed up anything l i k e  t h a t .  

Q. We understand t h a t  t h e  p i e c e  t h a t  was prepared
d i d  r e f e r  t o  t h i s  opera t ion ,  t o  what t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t  had 
observed, and a l s o  r e l a t e d  t o  an a l l e g a t i o n  d i r e c t e d  t o  t h e  
cap ta in .  Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of  such a paper being 
prepared i n  t h e  S2 shop by any of your people? 

A. No, I d o n ' t .  

Q e  Now. a t  o r  about t h i s  t i m e  we understand t h a t  a 
r eques t  w a s  rece ived  from d i v i s i o n  t o  conduct an inves t iga -
t i o n  wi th  r e s p e c t  t o  c e r t a i n  a l l e g a t i o n s  t h a t  had been re-
ceived from 2d ARVN Divis ion.  W e  f u r t h e r  understand t h a t  
some VC propaganda had been d e l i v e r e d  t o  t h e  b r igade  by t h e  
Quang Ngai Province advisory team. Do you have any recol -  
l e c t i o n  of having seen t h e  VC propaganda r e f e r r i n g  back t o  an 
i n c i d e n t  i n  Son My Vi l l age  o r  Co Luy? 

A. No, I d o n ' t .  
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a .  M r .  BAILEY, I show you two pages from Exhib i t  R-1, 
and ask you i f  you r e c a l l  s ee ing  such a paper a s  t h a t  i n  t h e  
S2 shop? You may f i n d  t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  page has a r a t h e r  com-
mon s t r a i n  t o  it. When you g e t  over  t o  t h e  t o p  of t h e  second 
page, y o u ' l l  s e e  t h e r e ' s  a l i t t l e  more s p e c i f i c a t i o n .  

A. I 've never seen t h i s  before.  

Q Before you look a t  t h e  o t h e r  pages,  I ' d  l i k e  you 
t o  look a t  .Exhibit  M-35. I ask you i f  you have e v e r  seen  any-
t h i n g  s i m i l a r  t o  t h a t ,  recognizing t h a t  i t ' s  an English t r a n s -
l a t i o n  of a p i e c e  of VC propaganda. 

A. I never saw t h i s  e i t h e r .  

Q - I n  no form? This happens t o  be a r e c e n t  t r a n s -
l a t i o n  y o u ' r e  examining, b u t  i f  y o u ' l l  no te  i t ' s  of a paper 
t h a t  was da ted  28  March 1968. Now, I show you a f u r t h e r  por-
t i o n  of Exh ib i t  R-1,  a s ta tement  dated 1 4  A p r i l  1968, and ask 
you i f  you r e c a l l  having seen t h a t  s ta tement  before .  

A. I ' v e  never seen t h i s  e i t h e r .  

Q Now, I ' d  l i k e  t o  show you a document, Exh ib i t  R-5, 
which was obta ined  from t h e  f i l e s  of t h e  S2 shop a t  t h e  11 th  
Brigade, and ask you i f  you ever  r e c a l l  s ee ing  any p o r t i o n  o f  
t h a t  document. 

A .  I ' v e  read t h i s  before.  I .used  t o  read  a l l  these .  
These t h e  M I D  usua l ly  prepared. They usual ly  brought  them up 
t o  t h e  o f f i c e .  

Q- Do you r e c a l l  t yp ing  t h a t  24  Apr i l  document? 

A. No. 

Q. When you say t h e  M I D  prepared it ,  on what do you 
base t h a t ?  

A. T h a t ' s  what they usua l ly  did.  They usua l ly  had 
guys d ~ t . : ~ ?t h e r e  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  s t u f f  l i k e  t h a t .  They usua l ly  
prepared it, and they gave it t o  us.  The colonel  usua l ly  
read  it over  and okayed it and s o  f o r t h .  

Q. Who were t h e  people i n  t h e  MID? 
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A. There were a l o t  of them. 

g o  Who was t h e  o f f i c e r  i n  charge o f t h e  M I D ?  

A. I c a n ' t  remember t h a t  now. 

Q- Captain LABRIOLA? 

A. H e  w a s  t h e r e .  He was i n  charge of it l a t e r ,  I ' m  
p r e t t y  s u r e .  There w a s  another  major i n  charge f o r  a  whi le ,  
I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  h i s  name now. We f i l e d  t h e s e  i n  t h e  o f f i c e .  
I know I have read  t h i s  before .  

Q- I want you t o  t h i n k  very hard  about where you 
f i r s t  saw t h a t ,  and t h e  circumstances.  I ' d  l i k e  you t o  read 
it over  c a r e f u l l y  and s e e  what you can r e c a l l  about t h e  c i r -  
cumstances because y o u ' l l  f i n d  t h a t  it is  no t  a  r o u t i n e  kind 
of r e p o r t .  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  you've seen  a  g r e a t  many l i k e  
t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  one. 

A .  No, s i r ,  because t h i s  i s  t h e  b i g g e s t  t h i n g  t h a t  
went on whi le  I was over t h e r e ,  I mean, f o r  VC k i l l e d .  

Q. Well, i n  going back t o  t h e  beginning of  t h i s  l e t -  
t e r ,  y o u ' l l  no te  t h a t  it r e f e r s  t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  an i n v e s t i -
ga t ion  has  been conducted, and t h e  a l l e g a t i o n s  c i t e d  i n  In- 
c losure  1 a r e  t h e  r e s u l t s  of t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  Do you re -
c a l l  any r e q u e s t s ,  hear ing  of any reques t s  coming i n  t o  t h e  
br igade  t o  conduct such an i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A. No, I d o n ' t .  

Q. D o  you ever  r e c a l l  Colonel BLACKLEDGE o r  Sergeant  
GERBERDING t a l k i n g  ?;Oout a  r eques t  f o r  such an i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A. NO,  I d o n ' t .  

Q. Did you work with Sergeant  GERBERDING i n  t h e  
f i l e s  t h a t  he  maintained? 

A . .  Somewhat. We a l l  did.  

Q. We have t a l k e d  t o  Sergeant  GERBERDING. and we un-
ders tand t h a t  he  d i d  i n  f a c t  have i n  h i s  possession t h e  

(BAILEY) 9 APP T-317 


FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 




FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


r e q u e s t  f o r  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  I wonder i f  you e v e r  r e c a l l  
s e e i n g  a  document s i g n e d  by General  KOSTER d i r e c t e d  t o  t h e  
commanding o f f i c e r  o f  t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade r e q u e s t i n g  t h a t  an i n -
v e s t i g a t i o n  be  conducted.  

A. No, I d o n ' t .  

Q. I ' d  l i k e  t o  show you ano the r  document b e f o r e  w e  go 
f u r t h e r  w i t h  t h i s  r e p o r t  o f  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  I ask you i f  you 
e v e r  r e c a l l .  s e e i n g  t h i s  document. This  i s  E x h i b i t  M-34. You ' 

w i l l  s e e  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a  Vietnamese t e x t  and a r e c e n t  Eng l i sh  
t r a n s l a t i o n .  I f  you s a w  it, it  would have been wi th  an Eng l i sh  
t r a n s l a t i o n  made a t  t h a t  t i m e .  

A. NO,  I h a v e n ' t .  

Q - You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  s e e i n g  such a document a t  t h e  
t ime you examined E x h i b i t  R-5 which you have b e f o r e  you? 

A. Are you t a l k i n g  about  t h i s  o r  t h i s ?  

Q. A t  t h e  t i m e  you saw R-5 t h a t  y o u ' r e  h o l d i n g  i n  
your  hand, do you recal l  s e e i n g  wi th  it any documents s i m i l a r  
t o  M-34? 

A. No. 

Q - O r  t h e  Vietnamese t e x t ?  You w i l l  n o t e  i n  t h e  
second paragraph o f  R-5 t h a t  t h e r e  i s  r e f e r e n c e  t o  i n t e r v i e w s  
w i t h  Colonel  BARKER, Major CALHOUN, Capta in  MEDINA, and Cap- 
t a i n  MICHLES. Do you r e c a l l  s e e i n g  any cop ie s  o f  s t a t e m e n t s  
t aken  o r  n o t e s  made o f  any such i n t e r v i e w s ?  

A. No, I d o n ' t .  

Q =  Now, y o u ' l l  n o t e  i n  paragraph 3 it s a y s :  "The 
Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  Chief does n o t  g ive  t h e  a l l e g a t i o n s  any i m -
po r t ance .  H e  p o i n t e d  o u t  two hamle ts  where t h e  i n c i d e n t  i s  
a l l e g e d  t o  have happened a r e  i n  an a r e a  c o n t r o l l e d  by t h e  VC 
s i n c e  1964." Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  o f  s e e i n g  any com-
m u n i c a t ' m  from t h e  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  c h i e f  i n  t h i s  connee-
t i o n ,  any t r a n s l a t i o n  o f  a document t h a t  had been r e c e i v e d  
from him and p o s s i b l y  s e n t  t o  Colonel  HENDERSON o r  t o  Colonel  
BLACKLEDGE by t h e  adv i so ry  team e i t h e r  of  Quang Ngai Province  
o r  o f  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t ?  
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A. No, I don ' t .  

Q. Then y o u ' l l  note  it s a y s ;  "Colonel TOAN, commander 
of t h e  2d ARVN Divis ion ,  repor ted  t h a t  t h e  making of such a l -  
l e g a t i o n s  a g a i n s t  U . S .  f o r c e s  i s  a common technique of t h e  VC 
propaganda machine. Inc losure  2 is  a t r a n s l a t i o n  of  an 
a c t u a l  VC propaganda message t a r g e t e d  a t  t h e  ARVN s o l d i e r s  and 
urging them t o  shoot  Americans. This  message was given t o  t h i , s  
headquar ters  by t h e  Commanding O f f i c e r ,  2d ARVN Divis ion ,  on o r  
about 17 Apr i l  1968 a s  a  mat ter  of information."  Do you have 
any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of  such a  propaganda p i e c e  as  i s  a t t ached  t o  
t h a t  r e p o r t - - i t  would be t h e  t h i r d  and four th  pages of what 
you hold  i n  your hand--being d e l i v e r e d  t o  t h e  b r igade ,  eve r  
see ing  it t h e r e ,  e i t h e r  wi th  Colonel BLACKLEDGE o r  with Ser- 
geant  GERBERDING? 

A. I remember g e t t i n g  propaganda about ARVN's  shoot-
i n g  Americans. I thought it was j u s t  a s h o r t , ' l i t t l e  p iece ,  
t h a t ' s  what I thought it was. We were always g e t t i n g  propa- 
ganda s t u f f ,  f ind ing  propaganda s t u f f  z.11 t h e  t ime. 

9- Well, you s a i d  about ARVN's  shoot ing  Americans. 
The 2d ARVN Divis ion i s  t h e  South Vietnamese Army, and t h i s  
was propaganda urging them t o  shoot  t h e  Americans. Is t h a t  
what you' r e  speaking about? 

A. I remember propaganda saying t h a t  t h e  Americans 
were t h e  aggressors  and s o  f o r t h ,  th ings  l i k e  t h a t ,  we have no 
r i g h t  be ing  i n  t h e r e .  I mean, t h a t  s t u f f  was be ing  done a l l  
t h e  t i m e .  

Q. You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  it i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  a s p e c i f i c  op- 
e r a t i o n  o r  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  an i n c i d e n t  i n  a  p a r t i c u l a r  a rea  
such a s  i s  t h e  inclP::ure t o  t h i s  l e t t e r ?  

A. No, i d o n ' t .  

Q- Now, i f  you w i l l  look a t  t h e  l a s t  s h e e t , .  y o u ' l l  s e e  
t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a  green,  carbon copy of a s t a t ement ,  1 4  Apr i l  
1968. Did you sometimes use green copy paper i n  t h e  S2 shop? 

A: No, we used yellow a l l  t h e  t i m e .  This  i s  M I D .  

Q. That would be from MID? 
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A.  Right. They always used green s h e e t s  and they a l -  
ways typed on l a r g e  s h e e t s .  They used green s h e e t s  a l l  t h e  
t ime. We used yellow s h e e t s .  A l l  t h e s e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  always 
had t h i s  green s h e e t  on t h e  back. 

Q. Do you remember t h a t  p & t i c u l a r  green s h e e t  coming 
i n t o  t h e  S2 shop and see ing  it a t  t h a t  time? 

A. No, I d o n ' t .  I d o n ' t  doubt I read it a l l  r i g h t ,  
b u t  I d o n ' t  remember it. I do remember t h i s ,  though. I know 
I read t h i s  somewhere. 

Q. The r e p o r t  on t o p  you r e c a l l  reading ,  b u t  you 
d o n ' t  be l i eve  t h a t  you typed t h a t ?  

A .  No, I know I d i d n ' t  type t h i s .  This  was M I D ,  I 
know t h a t .  

Q. You do know t h a t  it was typed i n  MID? 

A. Y e s .  They typed a l l  t h e s e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  r e p o r t s ,  
and f i l e d  them up t h e r e .  

Q- And you ' r e  q u i t e  c e r t a i n  i n  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  in-  
s t a n c e  it would have been typed a t  MID? 

A. Well, a l l  I can say i s  t h a t  I imagine so  because 
a l l  of them were be fo re .  I mean t h i s  i s  t h e  same as  t h e  re-
p o r t ,  when they  had t h e s e  i n t e r r o g a t i o n s  a t  M I D ,  t h e  same way, 

Q - Was it common t o  have t h e  r e p o r t  i t s e l f  on one 
c o l o r  paper ,  then attachments on a d i f f e r e n t  c o l o r  paper? 

A. I guess so .  A l l  I remember i s  t h e  l a s t  s h e e t  w a s  
always green a l l  t h e  time. I remember t h a t .  Usually it w a s  
j u s t  a l i t t l e  summary a t  t h e  end t h a t  they  had t h a t  t h e  guy 
s igned h i s  name t o  it, whoever made it up, I mean d i d  t h e  in-  
v e s t i g a t i o n .  

Q. Can you g ive  us t h e  names of some o f  t h e  people i n  
t h e  M I D  shop t h a t  used t o  work on t h i s  kind of r e p o r t ?  

A. I guess Captain LABRIOLA i s  t h e  only one I can re-
member r i g h t  now. I know i f  I heard some names I would r e c a l l .  
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Major FLETCHER headed M I D  t h e r e  f o r  a  whi le  when he f i r s t  
go t  t h e r e ,  I b e l i e v e  it w a s  Major FLETCHER. I ' m  p r e t t y  s u r e  
it was. 

Q. And then  he was replaced  by Captain LABRIOLA? 

A. Right.  

Q - I t ' s  my r e c o l l e c t i o n  t h a t  by t h i s  t ime Captain 
LABRIOLA had taken over t h e  MID? 

A. I b e l i e v e  Major FLETCHER was only t h e r e  about 2 
or 3 months. 

Q- Now, while  you keep t h a t  be fo re  you, I ' l l  show 
you Exh ib i t  M-30. The f i r s t  copy i s  a l i t t l e  hard  t o  read. 
Look a t  t h e  second page. A t r u e  copy has been made a l i t t l e  
more l e g i b l e .  Do you ever  r e c a l l  s ee ing  any r e p o r t  s igned by 
Captain Angel RODRIGUEZ? 

A. No, I d o n ' t .  I d o n ' t  remember t h e  name. 

Q. A s  i s  i n d i c a t e d  on M-30, Captain RODRIGUEZ was 
t h e  a s s i s t a n t  d i s t r i c t  adv i so r ,  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t .  Do you 
r e c a l l  a  Major GAVIN? 

A. No, I d o n ' t .  

Q- Major GAVIN was t h e  d i s t r i c t  advisor .  Do you 
r e c a l l  Lieutenant  Colonel GUINN? 

A. . .  . N O ,  I don ' t .  

Q. H e  was .~iedeputy province adv i so r  of Quang Ngai 
Province a t  t h i  s time. Do you ever  r e c a l l  any mention of  a 
r e p o r t  having been made by t h e  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  Advisory 
Team with r e spec t  t o  t h i s  r e p o r t  of i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  Exh ib i t  
R-5? 

A. NO, I d o n ' t .  

Q. Now a s  you look a t  t h e  four th  paragraph of R-5, 
y o u ' l l  no te  t h a t  it s t a t e s ,  " I t  i s  concluded t h a t  2 0  noncom-
b a t a n t s  were i n a d v e r t e n t l y  k i l l e d  when caught i n ' t h e  a rea  of 
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prepara tory  f i r e s  and c r o s s f i r e s  of t h e  U . S .  and VC fo rces  on 
16 March 1968. I t  i s  f u r t h e r  concluded t h a t  no c i v i l i a n s  were 
gathered toge the r  and s h o t  by U . S .  s o l d i e r s .  The a l l e g a t i o n  
t h a t  U.S. fo rces  s h o t  and k i l l e d  450, 500 c i v i l i a n s  i s  ob-
vious ly  a Vie t  Cong propaganda move t o  d i s c r e d i t  t h e  United 
S t a t e s  i n  t h e  eyes of  t h e  Vietnamese people i n  genera l  and t h e  
ARVN s o l d i e r s  i n  p a r t i c u l a r . "  Do you r e c a l l  any d i scuss ion  of  
t h e  information contained i n  t h a t  paragraph? 

A. .No, I d o n ' t .  

Q. You d i d  s t a t e  t h a t  you r e c a l l  t h a t  you had seen 
repor ted  t h e  20 noncombatants k i l l e d  and t h a t  they  were k i l l e d  
i n  c r o s s f i r e s .  Does t h i s  r e f r e s h  your r e c o l l e c t i o n  i n  any way 
as t o  where you f i r s t  saw t h a t  information? 

A.  probably r i g h t  here .  

Q. You t h i n k  when you saw t h i s  l e t t e r - -

A. ( In te rpos ing)  I t  came back t o  m e  when I saw t h i s .  
I read  t h i s  before .  I know I have now. I remember reading 
t h i s  before .  I c a n ' t  say f o r  s u r e .  This might have been 
where I saw it. 

Q. Well, now, having looked over t h e s e  var ious  pa-
p e r s ,  can you provide us with any information a s  t o  who it was 
t h a t  prepared t h i s  r e p o r t ,  o r  any of t h e  circumstances sur -
rounding i t s  p repara t ion?  

A. The t h i n g  I understand about t h i s  t h i n g ,  usual ly  
t h e  person t h a t  prepares  a r e p o r t  reads it, then  they s i g n  it. 
But on t h e s e  they d o n ' t .  I mean, t h i s  i s  t h e  f i r s t  one I ' v e  
seen l i k e  t h i s , .  I mean, he h a s n ' t  s igned it. So I c a n ' t  
r e a l l y  t e l l  you j u s t  which one it is.  

Q You w i l l  no te  on t h e  t o p  o'f t h e  f i r s t  page i n  t h e  
upper right-hand corne r  a n o t a t i o n  i n  r ed  p e n c i l .  What does 
t h a t  s i g n i f y  t o  you? 

A. Richard K .  BLACKLEDGE. I ' m  p r e t t y  s u r e  it is .  

Q. And t h i s  would i n d i c a t e  what? H e  w a s  to--
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A.  ( In te rpos ing)  He read it and okayed t h e  r e p o r t .  
See, what M I D  d i d ,  they would come i n  a f t e r  they prepared 
t h i s  t h i n g ,  and they would l a y  it i n  h i s  in-box. He would 
t a k e  it o u t  and read it. I f  he thought everyth ing  was okay, 
i f  he thought i t  was a good r e p o r t  and i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  he 
would send it back, and they would go o u t ,  you know, f i n d  
more s t u f f  on it. I f  he okayed i t ,  he  would i n i t i a l  it and 
p u t  it on Sergeant  GERBERDING's desk,  and, usua l ly  Sergeant 
GERBERDING f i l e d  it away. I know t h i s  i s  where I read it be-
cause I u s u a l l y  read t h e s e  th ings  when they come i n  on h i s  
desk. Usually a l l  of us d i d  i n  t h e  o f f i c e .  

Q. The inc losures  a r e  somewhat unusual i n  t h e  way 
t h a t  they a r e  a t tached.  Have you any explanat ion  o f  how t h e  
i n c l o s u r e s  would have go t t en  wi th  t h e  r e p o r t ?  

A. No, I d o n ' t .  

Q. There i s  some ques t ion  as  t o  whether those  a r e  
t h e  proper i n c l o s u r e s  t o  t h e  r e p o r t .  

A .  The only t h i n g  I remember about t h i s  i s  t h e  f i r s t  
two pages. I d o n ' t  remember t h e s e  two a t  a l l ,  

Q. You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  two pages of VC propaganda 
and t h e  s t a t ement  of Apr i l  1 4  t h a t  a r e  a t t ached  t o  t h e  copy 
t h a t  you examined? 

A. No, I don ' t .  I might have read t h i s .  I c a n ' t  
r e a l l y  say  f o r  su re .  

Q. You say you might have read t h e  1 4  Apr i l  s t a t e -
ment? 

A. Right ,  ' ~ u t  t h e s e  two h e r e ,  propaganda s ta tement ,  
I d o n ' t  remernbzr t h i s  a t  a l l .  Usually anything t h a t  has  t h e  
guy 's  name on it, you know, Colonel HENDERSON, h e  usua l ly  
s i g n s  it before  they f i l e  it away. 

Q. Before they f i l e  it away, even t h e  f i l e  copy was 
customari ly  s igned? 

A. Well, t h i s  i s  o n l y . p a r t  of t h e  copy, so  he might 
have s igned it. Usually they s i g n  t h e  carbon copy too .  
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Q. Even t h e  one t h a t  was r e t a i n e d  i n  t h e  sending of -
f i c e ?  

A. Right,  they  usua l ly  do. 

COL ARMSTRONG: A commanding o f f i c e r  would s i g n  more than one? 

A. I d o n ' t  know f o r  s u r e .  They usua l ly  s igned it. 

Q. .May I sugges t  t o  you t h a t  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  M I D  
agent  o r  perhaps an i n t e l l i g e n c e  o f f i c e r ,  s t a f f  o f f i c e r ,  would 
s i g n  s e v e r a l  copies ,  b u t  t h e  commanding o f f i c e r  would never 
s ign  more than t h e  o r i g i n a l ?  

A. Okay, you ' r e  r i g h t .  

Q - Does t h i s  r i n g  a b e l l  with you s o r t  o f ?  

A.  I t  does. 

Q- May I ask another  ques t ion  about t h i s .  You n o t i c e  
i t ' s  prepared f o r  Colonel HENDERSON'S s i g n a t u r e .  The o t h e r  
r o u t i n e  r e p o r t s  t h a t  you saw from t h e  M I D ,  w e r e  they  prepared 
f o r  h i s  s i g n a t u r e  a l s o ?  

A. Some of  them w e r e .  

Q Were many o f  them prepared f o r  Colonel BLACKLEDGE'S 
s igna tu re?  

A. Most of  them were but--

Q - ( In te rpos ing)  And r o u t i n e l y  t h e  r e p o r t s  t h a t  came 
i n  from t h e  M I D  usua l ly  had t h e  a g e n t ' s  i n i t i a l s  o r  s i g n a t u r e  
a t  t h e  bottom of  each page? 

A. Right. 

Q. Does t h a t  i n d i c a t e  t o  you t h a t  perhaps t h i s  was 
prepared i n  a d i f f e r e n t  way and by a d i f f e r e n t  person? 

A. I d o n ' t  know. It s u r e  looks l i k e  M I D ' S  work. But 
usua l ly ,  l i k e  you s a i d ,  usua l ly  whoever prepares  it, you 
know, s i g n s  t h e i r  copy and i n i t i a l s  it s o  you know who d i d  it. 
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But t h i s  i s  made d i f f e r e n t  than what they  usua l ly  go by. 
I d o n ' t  remember t h i s  being up i n  t h e  S2 a t  a l l .  I never 
typed anything l i k e  t h i s .  

Q. You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  R-5 having been typed i n  t h e  S2 
shop? 

A. I ' m  s u r e  it wasn ' t .  Like I s a i d ,  MID always a t -
tached t h i s  green copy t o  t h e  r e p o r t .  We d i d n ' t  use green 
copies .  The only t h i n g  we used was yellow, you know, paper 
and carbon. 

0. Is it p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h e s e  t o p  two pages could have 
been typed i n  t h e  S2 shop and i n  some o t h e r  p lace  t h e  a t t ach-  
ments a t t ached  t o  it. 

A. I t  could have been, b u t  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  so .  I r e a l l y  
don ' t .  

MR MACCRATE: ';'zre t h e r e  any d i s t i n g u i s h i n g  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  
your o f f i c e  typewri t ing  t h a t  would h e l p  you d i s t i n g u i s h  some-
t h i n g  prepared i n  t h e  S2 shop? 

A. Not r e a l l y .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  a S p e c i a l i s t  ROSADO? 

A. Sounds f a m i l i a r  i n  a  way but-- 

Q - ( In te rpos ing)  In  t h e  S1 shop? 

A. Sergeant  ROSADO. 

Q. H e  used " type some th ings  f o r  Colonel HENDERSON, 
do you r e c a l l  t h  it ; 

A. Mot t h a t  I know o f .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  when you saw Exh ib i t  R-5 whether 
t h e r e  w e r e  any handwri t ten no tes  with i t ?  

A. No, I d o n ' t .  
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Q - There i s  some i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  t h i s  l e t t e r  may have 
been w r i t t e n  i n  longhand and copied. Do you r e c a l l  any notes  
of  t h a t  s o r t ?  

A. NO, I don ' t .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  any o t h e r  papers be ing  wi th  t h e  re-
p o r t  when you saw i t ?  

A. NO, I d o n ' t .  Like I s a i d ,  I remenher t h e s e  two 
f r o n t  shee t s .  I might have read t h i s  t h i n g  here .  

Q. And you ' r e  p o i n t i n g  t o  t h e  s ta tement  of  1 4  Apr i l?  

A. I c a n ' t  say  f o r  su re .  

Q. Was it customary t o  type  i n  t h e  r e t u r n  address  a t  
t h e  t o p  of l e t t e r s  from t h e  br igade? 

A. Yes, it vas .  

Q. You d i d n ' t  have any prepared l e t t e r h e a d ,  any
mimeographed l e t t e r h e a d ,  so  t h a t  you had t o  pu t  i n  t h e  r e t u r n  
address  and t h e  t i t l e  of t h e  headquarters  on each l e t t e r  
t h a t ' s  w r i t t e n ?  

A. When I was t h e r e  we had brought o u r  paper  from 
Hawaii. We had t h e  wrong l e t t e r h e a d  on it, l i k e  t h i s .  The 
z i p  code, it was wrong. They were going t o  g e t  some more 
paper.  Well; they s t i l l  d i d n ' t  have any a f t e r  I l e f t .  So w e  
usua l ly  had t o  f i l l  i n  our  own heading. 

Q. You d i d n ' t  use t h e  o t h e r  s h e e t s  and c o r r e c t  it, 
b u t  r a t h e r  used a pl.2in p i e c e  of  paper and typed i n  t h e  r e t u r n  
address? 

A. Most of  t h e  time w e  d id .  

Q. You c a n ' t  l o c a t e  t h e  p lace  where t h i s  was typed 
by t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  r e t u r n  address  i s  typed i n  a t  t h e  top? 

A. Not r e a l l y .  But I do th ink  t h i s  w a s  typed a t  MID.  
I ' l l  swear t o  it. I ' m  almost p o s i t i v e  about t h a t .  Tha t ' s  
j u s t  t h e i r  format. A s  long a s  I was i n  t h e r e  we never  typed 
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anything up l i k e  t h i s ,  a t  l e a s t  I d i d n ' t .  Maybe Sergeant  
GERBERDING d i d ,  on t h e  s i d e  o r  something, b11t  I never  d id .  

Q. Well, d i d  S e q e a n t  GERBERDING do 1,nuch typing  him- 
self? 

A. Yes, he  d id .  I know we stamped it W e  stamped 
a l l  t h e s e  s ta tements .  

Q- The stamping of t h e  c o n f i d e n t i a l  no t< i t ion?  

A.  Right.  

COL -STRONG: I n  o t h e r  words, t h e  M I D  made t h e  ~ v e s t i g a t i o n ,  
typed up t h e  r e p o r t ,  and turned it over  t o  you c l c  r n. You 
put  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  on i t ,  o r  Colonel BLACKLEDGi determined 
what t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  would be? 

A. H e  would i n i t i a l  a l l  t h e s e  papers l i k e  t h i " ? .  This  
i s  a fi1.e copy, he always wrote f i l e  or!. it. H e  got  L .  sy  and s e t  
it on Sergeant GERE3ERDINGrs desk,  and he would f i l e  i: away. 

Q. And i n d i c a t e  what c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  it should be' 

A. Right ,  

MR MACCRATE: Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of see ing  t h e  o r i g -  
i n a l ,  t h e  ribbon copy of t h e  r epor t?  

A. No, I d o n ' t .  

Q. Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  regarding  t h e  p lac ing  
s f  t h e  r e p o r t  i n t o  an envelope o r  of t h e  process ing  o r  t h e  
sending o u t  of thp -por t?  

A.  N o ,  I d o n ' t .  A l l  I remember i s  t h i s  f i l e  copy and 
carbon s h e e t .  

Q- You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  Colonel BLACKLEDGE t a k i n g  it o r  
Sergeant  GERBERDING g iv ing  it t o  anyone, t h e  o r i g i n a l ?  

A. No, I d o n ' t .  

Q e  
 Do you r e c a l l  how many carbon copies  were t h e r e  
at t h e  t i m e  you s a w  a copy of R-5?  

APP T-317 


FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


A. J u s t  t h i s  one copy i s  a l l  I s a w .  

Q- M r .  BAILEY, I have h e r e  what I b e l i e v e  t o  be a 
copy of your INTSUM f o r  1 6  March, and ask you i f  you can iden-
t i f y  t h a t  ( l a t e r  en te red  i n t o  t h e  record a s  Exh ib i t  M-87). 

A. I t ' s  our  INTSUM a l l  r i g h t .  

Q- Can you i d e n t i f y  t h e  document, M r .  BAILEY? 

A. I 've  seen t h i s  before.  

Q. That i s  your INTSUM f o r  16 March? 

A. Right. 

Q. Did you type  t h a t  INTSUM? 
w. 

A. I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  so.  I ' m  p r e t t y  s u r e  I d i d n ' t .  

Q- You say t h a t  you a r e  p r e t t y  s u r e  t h a t  you d id?  

A. I d i d n ' t .  

Q. That you d i d  not?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember typ ing  t h i s .  I remember reading 
it though. One of us t h r e e  typed it. 

Q. Who would have been t h e  o t h e r s  who might have 
typed t h i s ?  

A. Sergeant  GERBERDING or PFC MCNATT. 

COL ARMSTRONG: What I s  h i s  name again? 

A. MCNATT. 
Q. MCNATT? 

A. Right. Richard MCNATT, from Balboa, Panama. 

MR MACCRATE: How do you s p e l l  h i s  name? 

A. M-C-N-A-T-T. 
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MR MACCRATE: I would l i k e  t o  e n t e r  i n t o  t h e  r eco rd  t h e  INTSUM 
for 16 March. 

RCDR : S i r ,  t h i s  w i l l  be entered.  i n t o  the r e c o r d  and 
marked as E x h i b i t  M-87. 

MR MACCRATE: M r .  BAILEY, l ook ing  a t  M-87, perhaps  you can 
e x p l a i n  some o f  t h e  e n t r i e s .  Over on t h e  f o u r t h  page t h e r e  
i s  paragraph 4 ,  then  t h e r e  a r e  code l e t t e r s  A ,  B ,  C ,  D ,  
E under enemy personne l  and equipment l o s t .  Can you e x p l a i n  
what  t h o s e  va r ious  i t e m s  a r e ?  

A. I know W i s  t h e  number of  VC, VC o r  NVA k i l l e d .  

I f  I remember r i g h t  t h e  f i r s t  number i s  t h e  NVA and t h e  second 

number i s  t h e  VC. This  is the t o t a l .  


Q e  The t o t a l  of 2 NVA and 307 VC? 

A. Right, And B--I can 't remember r i g h t  now what 
t h a t  was. But C Is cn t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n c ,  how many u n i t s  of 
c i v i l i a n s  and a l l .  

Q - You say  @ i s  t h e  va r ious  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  of  people  
k i l l e d ?  

A. No, n o t  k i l l e d ,  t h i s  i s  f n t e r r o g a t i o n s  from t h e  
MID.  

Q- Of t h o s e  i n t e r r o g a t e d ?  

A. Right .  We g o t  this i n fo rma t ion  from t h e  M I D .  

Q. So i t e m  C came from 14ID? 

A. Rig' " Thi s  i s  t h e  investigation and who they  
c l a s s i f i e d  a s  VC o r  NVA o r  how many t h e y  c l a s s i f i e d  a s  inno-
c e n t  c i v i l i a n s ,  and " 2  m c 2 a s s i f i e d "  means they  have two down 
t h e r e  t hey  h a v e n ' t  c l a s s i f i e d  y e t .  

Q - W e l l ,  running down t h e  figures, 5 9 3 ,  0 ,  1, 150,  
723, can you r e c a l l  what each of  t h o s e  i t e m s  would be? 

A. No, I c a n ' t ,  n o t  now. The last number i s  innocen t  
c i v i l i a n s .  
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Q Innocent c i v i l i a n s  o r  t h e  t o t a l  number i n t e r r o -
gated? 

A.  Well, 7 2 3  I ' m  s u r e  i s  t h e  innocent  c i v i l i a n s  t h a t  
they i n t e r r o g a t e d  and l e t  go. They c l a s s i f i e d  them a s  c i v i l -
i a n s .  And D i s  t h e  weapons count.  

Q DO you remember what t h e  150 would be i n  i tem C? 

A. .Not r e a l l y ,  b u t  s i n c e  i t ' s  t h a t  b i g  a number, I 
imagine it would be t h e  number c l a s s i f i e d  as  VC. 

Q What about t h e  5 and 93? 

A.  I d o n ' t  know f o r  s u r e  now. One's NVA and one ' s  
VC, and t h e  NVA's  always a smal ler  number than your VC. J u s t  
what t h a t  means, I c a n ' t  remember now. 

Q. Now with r e s p e c t  t o  4D, you say t h a t  is  weapons? 

A. Weapons. 

Q .  And what does t h e  n o t a t i o n  912/22 mean? 

A.  912 means t h e  l i g h t  weapons and t h e  22 means b ig-
g e r  ones,  heavy, l i k e  mortars and so  f o r t h .  

Q I n o t i c e  t h a t  i n  t h e  f i r s t  column t h e r e  a r e  a num-
b e r  of zeroes.  Is t h i s  t o  i n d i c a t e  how many i tems a r e  t o  be  
f i l l e d  i n  over  t o  t h e  r i g h t ,  o r  what i s  t h e  i n d i c a t i o n ?  

A .  This  i s .t h e  everyday count ,  r i g h t  he re .  We j u s t  
t a k e  t h i s  and t o t a l  onto  t h e  t o t a l .  I f o r g o t .  There ' s  an-
o t h e r  person too  t h a t  types  this up. T h a t ' s  Spsc 5 WALDECK. 
He might have been t h e  one t h a t  typed t h i s  up then  because h e  
was typ ing  t h e s e  INTSUMs up a t  t h e  time. 

Q - How do you s p e l l  h i s  name? 

A. W-A-L-D-E-C-K. H e ' s  from Grand ~ a p i d s .  

Q .  Well, does t h i s  mean t h a t  on t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  day 
t h a t  t h e  e n t r y  f o r  A through D was 0 f o r  a i l  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s ?  

A. Y e s .  
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And t h a t  t h e  t o t a l s  t o  t h a t  time f o r  t h e  yea r  or--

A- , ( In te rpos ing)  Since w e  had been t h e r e ,  a r r i v e d  i n  
Vtetnam. 


Q - Were over  t o  t h e  r i g h t ?  


9. Then you kune down t o  Operation Muscatine and t h e  
e n t r y  128 is--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  How many VC.were k i l l e d  t h a t  day. 

Q. And t h a t  t o t a l  of 434 include-s t h e  128? 

A. Right.  

Q. Now as you look a t  t h a t  can you p u t  t o g e t h e r  t h e  
meaning of  36, 0 ,  0 ,  36, 105? 

A. W e l l - -

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  And it would appear t o  be  8 unclas-
s i f  i e d .  

A. That would be  48. 

Q. For ty-e ight  u n c l a s s i f i e d .  

A. This  i s  always t h e  same as  t h i s .  Now t h e s e  f i r s t  
f r o n t  numbers, I can 't remember. But I know t h i s  10 5,  I 'm s u r e ,  
is  how many innocent  c i v i l i a n s  they  l e t  go, you know, c l a s s i -
f i e d  as innocent  c i v i l i a n s ,  And I ' m  s u r e  t h a t  36 i s  t h e  num- 
b e r  they c l a s s i f i e d  as VC. 

0- Now t h e  e n t r y  f o r  16 March, t h e  only f i g u r e  t h e r e  
oppos i t e  C i s  11 and 48 u n c l a s s i f i e d .  

A. Right.  


Q - And would t h e  11 be from among t h e  1 2  i n  i tem B? 


A. They could be. See what they d i d ,  they brought 
t h e  12 and took them down t o  POW and they  r e a l l y  thought they 
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had t h e  i n fo rma t ion ,  t h e y ' d  g e t  r i g h t  on them.-  They u s u a l l y  
d i d  because t h e y ' r e  u s u a l l y  nervous when they  f i r s t  come i n .  
The 4 8  i s  how many they  had down ,a t  t h e  POW camp t h a t  h a v e n ' t  
been c l a s s i f i e d  y e t .  And 11, they  i n t e r r o g a t e d  11 people  t h a t  
day and they  r e l e a s e d  them as innocen t  c i v i l i a n s .  

Q. The 4 8  i s  a  ba l ance  f i g u r e  c a r r i e d  forward from 
day t o  day, and t h i s  i s  t h e  b a l a n c e  on t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  day. 
The 11 are t h e  number who were i n t e r r o g a t e d  and c l a s -  
s i f i e d  as innocen t  c i v i l i a n s ?  

A. Right .  

Q. Then D i s  t h e  weapons count .  

A. Right .  

Q - Three we??ons, t h r e e  l i g h t  weapons and no heavy 
weapons, i s  t h a t  t h e  meaning o f  3/0? 

A .  Right .  I t  could  b e  t h e  o t h e r  way around. No it 
i s n ' t  because t h e r e ' s  always more l i g h t  weapons than  b i g  ones ,  
s o  i t ' s  your  l i g h t  weapons f i r s t  and your  heavy second. 

Q. And t h e n  i t e m  E i s  t h e  d e t a i l i n g  o f  t h e  cap tu red  
weapons. 

A. Y e s ,  r i g h t .  I t  checks o u t  r i g h t  h e r e ,  two M - 1 ' s  
and one M - 1  r i f l e ,  l i g h t  weapons. 

Q. Looking a t  t h i s  page, do you have any r e c o l -  
l e c t i o n  of  any d i s c x s i o n  o f  t h i s  in format ion  a t  t h e  b r i e f i n g  
o r  i n  connect ion w i t h  t h e  b r i e f i n g  o f  16 o r  17 March? 

A. No, I d o n ' t .  

Q. Now you w i l l  n o t e  t h a t  on t h e  INTSUM t h e r e  i s  
no e n t r y  as t o  i nnocen t  c i v i l i a n s  k i l l e d .  Was t h i s  customary 
t h a t  t h  %rewould be  no e n t r y  r ega rd ing  t h e  c i v i l i a n s  t h a t  may 
have been k i l l e d  i n  an o p e r a t i o n ,  o r  do you r e c a l l  t h a t  some-
t imes  t h e r e  w a s  an i t e m  inc luded  about  c i v i l i a n s  k i l l e d ?  

A.  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  they  e v e r  d i d  p u t  any th ing  about  
c i v i l i a n s  k i l l e d .  I t h i n k  it w a s  t h e  S3 t h a t  d i d  t h a t .  I ' m  
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no t  s u r e ,  though. I th ink  a l l  we repor ted  was how many were 
k i l l e d  and how many wounded. We j u s t  repor ted  t h e  i n c i d e n t  d a t e s .  
I n  t h e  TOC we had t h i s  l i t t l e  p iece  of paper.. We wrote down 
on t h e s e  l i t t l e  s h e e t s  of paper ,  you know, and w e  posted it up 
on t h e  board. When it would come time t o  type t h i s  I N T S U M  up 
we would go i n ,  t a k e  t h e s e  papers ,  arrange them i n  time o r d e r ,  
and s t a r t  down t h e  l i s t  and type  them down. Usually a l l  w e  
cared about was how many k i l l e d ,  wounded, weapons count and s o  
f o r t h ,  weapons taken.  

Q. With respec t  t o  Exh ib i t  R-5, do you have any re-
c o l l e c t i o n  a s  t o  where t h e  document was f i l e d ?  

A. The S2 o f f i c e .  

Q- Well, where i n  t h e  S2 o f f i c e ?  

A. What do you mean where? I n  a f i l e  c a b i n e t ,  t h e  
one we kept  locked? I d o n ' t  know j u s t  w h a t  you mean by where? 

Q - W e l l ,  under what l a b e l  o r  what s e c t i o n  of t h e  
f i l e  would such a document be found? 

A. Under " In te r roga t ion  Reports.  " 

Q. I n t e r r o g a t i o n  r e p o r t s ?  

A. W e l l ,  I s m  no t  s u r e  j u s t  where t h a t  was f i l e d ,  SL:: 
we d i d  have a l i t t l e  p l a c e  where it s a i d ,  " I n t e r r o g a t i o n  Re- 
p o r t s , "  t h a t  we f i l e d  from t h e  M I D  when they came i n .  Then 
w e  had re fe rence  t o  go back and look a t  them. 

Q- You s e e  t h a t  t h i s  i s  n o t  an i n t e r r o g a t i o n  of  VC. 
This  r e l a t e s  t o  a r e p o r t  of i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
made by t h e  corninanding o f f i c e r  of t h e  br igade .  Now, would 
such a  document be-- 

A. ( In te rpos ing)  No. I imagine t h a t  had i t ' s  own 
f i l i n g  p l a c e ,  b u t  j u s t  which one I c a n ' t  say.  

Q. Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  wi th  r e s p e c t  t o  
t h e  f i l i n g ?  I ' d  l i k e  you t o  t h i n k  hard about t h e  time and 
circumstances where you saw t h i s  copy of 24 Apr i l  r e p o r t  o f  
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i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  and j u s t  what happened t o  it a t  t h a t  t i m e .  Do 
you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of  any d i scuss ion  o r  of  s e e i n g  your-
s e l f  p o s s i b l y  p l a c i n g  it i n  a f i l e ?  

A. No, I d i d n ' t  h e a r  any d i scuss ion  about  t h a t .  I 
mean no t a l k  about  it o r  anything.  I j u s t  saw it on h i s  desk.  
W e  read s t u f f  t h a t  came i n .  

Q. I t ' s  o u r  in format ion  t h a t  t h i s  d i d  n o t  go i n t o  
t h e  f i l e s  and t h a t  it i n  f a c t  was placed i n  an envelope,  w e  
unders tand,  i n  Sergeant  GERBERDING's desk.  

A. Placed i n  an envelope on h i s  desk? 

Q I n  h i s  desk,  h i s  desk drawer. Have you any re-
c o l l e c t i o n  of  speaking wi th  Sergeant  GERBERDING r ega rd ing  t h e  
s p e c i a l  handl ing  o f  t h e  document, t h e  f a c t  t h a t  h e  was going 
t o  p u t  it a s i d e ?  

A. No, I d o n ' t .  I ' m  s u r e  I read  t h a t .  I know it w a s  
i n  h i s  in-box. A f t e r  t h e  co lone l  g e t s  through wi th  t h e s e ,  h e  
p u t s  it i n  h i s  in-box. T h a t ' s  where w e  u sua l ly  read  them, 
then  pu t  them back i n .  And Sergeant  GERBERDING.takes them and 
e i t h e r  f i l e s  them away o r  does what he does wi th  them, W e  
never handled t h a t  s t u f f ,  t h i s  f i l i n g  s t u f f .  

COL ARMSTRONG: You mean Sergeant  GERBERDING wouldn ' t  hand 
t h e  M I D  r e p o r t s  t o  you and s a y ,  " F i l e  t h i s " ?  

A, W e l l  he  d i d  on t h e  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  ones .  

Q =  A l l  r i g h t .  So i f  he  had handed t h i s  t o  you and 
s a i d ,  "Hey, Lar ry ,  2 l e  t h i s  f o r  m e ,  w i l l  you, " you would have 
c l a s s i f i e d  it i n  your mind more o r  less a s  an i n t e r r o g a t i o n  
r e p o r t ?  

A. H e  t o l d  us a l l  t h e  t i m e  which one t o  f i l e  i t  under. 

Q - H e  d i d ?  But h e  never  l e f t  t h i s  up t o  you? 

A. No. 

a. But i f  h e  had,  t h a t ' s  where you'd have p u t  t h i s  one? 
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A. W e l l ,  maybe i n  t h e  opera t ions  one. We d i d  have a 
s e c t i o n  f o r  d i f f e r e n t  opera t ions .  

MR MACCRATE: Do you remember a s e p a r a t e  f i l e  f o r  Quang Ngai 
Province? 

A .  No, I don ' t .  

Q e  B u t  you have no r e c o l l e c t i o n  of h i s  t a k i n g  t h e  
r e p o r t  of i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and any o t h e r  documents and p u t t i n g  
them i n t o  an envelope and p l a c i n g  them i n  a desk drawer? 

A. N o ,  I d o n ' t .  

Q. Where i s  M I D  loca ted  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  S2 shop? 

A. Right across  t h e  road, probably about 500  f e e t  
towards Duc Pho. 

I 0 : Across t h e  a i r s  t r i p ?  

A. W e l l ,  n o t  ac ross  from t h e  a i r s t r i p .  

MR MACCRATE : Could you ske tch  it on t h e  pad be fo re  you? 

A. Okay, t h i s  i s  t h e  a i r s t r i p .  

I0: Where 's t h e  mountain, where 's Montezuma? 

A. Montezuma i s  back i n  h e r e ,  t h i s  i s  it r i g h t  he re .  
Okay, our  shops a r e  down i n  h e r e ,  S2, S3 and s o  f o r t h .  TOC 
i s  i n  here.  There ' s  a road t h a t  ran down through here  and 
they  had a b i g  parking p l a c e  i n  h e r e ,  parked t h e  jeeps and 
s o  f o r t h .  The M I D  was r i g h t  i n  here .  There ' s  a road t h a t  
went up t h i s  way and went t h i s  way. The MP's were up i n  
he re .  M I D  was r i g h t  i n  t h e r e .  I t ' s  r i g h t  across  from t h e  
wel l .  The 53 and S2 and S1 and S4 were down i n  h e r e ,  r i g h t  
ac ross  t h e  road. Right h e r e  on t h i s  corner  a l l  i n  h e r e  was 
M I D .  M i l i t a r y  p o l i c e  was on t h i s  s i d e .  

Q =  I c a n ' t  f i g u r e  o u t  why t h e  M I D  would prepare  it.' 

MR MACCRATE: Was t h e r e  any c l e r k  i n  t h e  M I D  detachment 
who d i d  s p e c i a l  work f o r  Colonel BLACKLEDGE o r  Sergeant  
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GERBERDING? Was t h e r e  any s p e c i a l  r e l a t i o n  between your shop 
and any i n d i v i d u a l  i n  t h e  MID? 

A. Everybody w a s  r e a l  c lose-kni t '  t oge the r .  W e  worked 
together .  See t h e  t h i n g  t h a t  got  me confused about t h a t  green 
s h e e t  t h e r e ,  w e  never used t h a t  green s h e e t .  That was M I D ,  
and t h i s  format i s  t h e  same type  t h a t  M I D  used a l l  t h e  time. 

Q. Except t h a t  you i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  M I D  would have 
some i n i t i a l i n g  o r  i n d i c a t i o n  of who i n  t h e  M I D  shop had 
prepared it. 

A. Right. 

Q- Do you e v e r  r e c a l l  t h e  M I D  prepar ing  anything 
f o r  t h e  commanding o f f i c e r ' s  s i g n a t u r e ?  

A. No, I c a n ' t  say f o r  s u r e .  

I0: Well, it could have been t h a t  t h i s  was typed i n  
one p lace  and t h i s  could have, i n  f a c t ,  been made i n  t h e  M I D .  
This could have been picked up by t h e  M I D ,  and s o  they  j u s t  
provided a copy of it. 

A. I never typed anything l i k e  t h i s .  Right h e r e ,  
t h i s  was made i n  t h e  S2 shop b e c a u s e ' t h e i r  code t h i n g  was 
X I I N ,  I b e l i e v e  it was. Whoever typed t h i s  up used t h e i r  
code t h i n g ,  you know. Each shop had a d i f f e r e n t  d e a l  they 
typed up i n  t h e  corner .  

MR MACCRATE: And which code w a s  t h i s ?  

A. I 'm no t  sure which one it is ,  b u t  ours  was X I I N  
o r  something l i k e  t h a t .  

I0: W e l l  X I  i s  11, i s n ' t  i t ?  

Right h e r e ,  t h i s  i s  ours  r i g h t  here .  

MR MACCRATE: Well i s n ' t  t h i s  simply t h e  code o f  t h e  commanding 
o f f i c e r ?  1 1 t h .  CO? 

A. I t  could be. I t ' s  been s o  long, I c a n ' t  remember. 
Usually whoever types it up, you know. But I d o n ' t  remember 
anything typed i n  t h e  S2 o f f i c e  l i k e  t h a t .  
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Q. You have no r e c o l l e c t i o n  of Sergeant GERBERDING 

i n d i c a t i n g  t h i s  was on a close-hold b a s i s ?  


' A. No. 

Q. You j u s t  found it l y i n g  i n  h i s  in-basket? 

A. Right. We always read  t h e s e  t h i n g s ,  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  

r e p o r t s .  


Q. But t h i s  r e a l l y  i s n ' t  an i n t e r r o g a t i o n  r e p o r t .  

A. I know what you mean, r i g h t ,  b u t  I mean we read 

the t h ings  t h a t  came through. They wanted us t o .  They t o l d  

us t o .  


Q. W e l l ,  i n  add i t ion  t o  t h i s  document, R-5, d i d  you 
a t  t h a t  t ime hea r  anything e l s e  regarding an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  

t h a t  was being conducted? 


A. No, I don ' t .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  subsequent. t o  t h i s  time any d i s -  

cussion about a f u r t h e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  being conducted a t  t h e  

reques t  of t h e  d i v i s i o n ?  


A. No, I d i d n ' t .  

10: Did you s e e  a l e t t e r  from General 

KOSTER? 


A. No, I d i d n ' t .  

Q- It was addressed t o  Colonel HENDERSON. According t o  t h e  
information we got  from GERBERDING, with t h i s  was a d i r e c t i v e  
from General KOSTER po in t ing  o u t  t h a t  he had rece ived  informa- 

t i o n  from t h e  commanding o f f i c e r  of  t h e  2d ARVN Divis ion of 

an a l l e g a t i o n  made by t h e  v i l l a g e  ch ie f  t o  t h e  d i s t r i c t  ch ie f  

t h a t  t h e  Americans had k i l l e d  a l a r g e  number of c i v i l i a n s  i n  

t h e  Son My a r e a ,  and d i r e c t e d  him t o  conduct an i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

I d i d n ' t  hear  anything l i k e  t h a t .  
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Q. Do you e v e r  remember s e e i n g  a r e p o r t  from t h e  
v i l l a g e  c h i e f  t o  t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f  which makes t h e  same al le-
g a t i o n s ,  r e f e r r i n g  t o  Tu Cung and Co Luy? 

Q You w e r e  s i t t i n g  r i g h t  i n  t h a t  headqua r t e r s  and 
y o u ' r e  q u i t e  obse rvan t .  -'' - d i d  Colonel  HENDERSON'S p e r s o n a l  
t yp ing?  

A. Usual ly  t h e  S3 shop. When I w a s  t h e r e  h e  never  
had j u s t  one person t h a t  d i d  a l l  h i s  t yp ing .  The S3 shop 
d i d  h i s  t yp ing .  We d i d  some o f  it, n o t  t o o  much o f  it, u s u a l l y  
t h e  S3. 

Q But i n  t h i s  b r i g a d e  h e a d q u a r t e r s ,  does  t h e  b r i g a d e
commander run around and s t a r t  looking  f o r  a t y p i s t  o r  does  
h e  g i v e  t h e s e  papers  t o  someb6dy? 3 

03 
A. Gives them t o  t h e  S3. C'L 

Q. Does he  always g i v e  them t o  t h e  S3? 8 

A. Most o f  t h e  t ime.  W e  d i d  once i n  a g r e a t  w h i l e  
b u t  n o t  t o o  much. Usual ly  t h e  S3 handled it. 

Q . But h e  didn ' t  have anybody i n  h i s  o f f i c e ,  an  
o f f i c e r  o r  somebody t h a t  h e ' d  g i v e  t h i s  t o  and say--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Y e s ,  h e ' d  g i v e  it t o  Lieu tenant - - I  
c a n ' t  remember h i s  name now. He'd e i t h e r  g i v e  it t o  him o r  
Se rgean t  ADCOCK. And h e  would b r i n g  it down, u s u a l l y  t o  t h e  
S3 shop. 

Q Sergean t  ADCOCK? 

A. Righ t  . 
Q Is t h i s  ADCOCK t h e  same i n d i v i d u a l  t h a t  s e r v e d  
as h i s  r a d i o  o p e r a t o r  on t h e  h e l i c o p t e r ?  

A. I imagine h e  d i d .  I f o r g e t  what you ca l l  him now. 
H e  went w i t h  him eve ryp lace  h e  went. What do you c a l l  him? 
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I c a n ' t  remember what you c a l l  him now. But usua l ly  t h e  l i e u -
t enan t  brought them down. 

Q Who w a s  t h i s ,  Lieutenant  GORE? Is t h i s  t h e  
headquarters  commandant y o u ' r e  t a l k i n g  about? What o f f i c e  
w a s  t h e  l i e u t e n a n t  assigned t o ?  

A. The one t h a t  went around with Colonel HENDERSON? 

Q- The one t h a t  you ' r e  r e f e r r i n g  t o .  

A. H e  wasn ' t  with any o f f i c e ;  he was with t h e  colonel  
a l l  t h e  t i m e ,  more o r  l e s s  l i k e  h i s  se rvan t .  A s  f a r  a s  hanging 
around a c e r t a i n  o f f i c e ,  I never saw him hanging around a c e r t a i n  
o f f  i c e .  

COL ARMSTRONG: Are you th ink ing ,  perhaps,  t h a t  t h i s  w a s  t h e  
a ide  f o r  General LIPSCOMB? 

A. T h a t ' s  what he was. T h a t ' s  r i g h t ,  he w a s  t h e  a i d e  
f o r  General LIPSCOMB. ADCOCK was t h e  a i d e  f o r  Colonel 
HENDERSON, t h a t ' s  what it was. 

10: W e l l .  ADCOCK, he was General LIPSCOMB's d r i v e r .  

A. Right.  

Q. And when Colonel HENDERSON took over he became 
h i s  r a d i o  o p e r a t o r ,  s o r t  of  an e n l i s t e d  a i d e  so  t o  speak. 

A. Right.  

9. You might c a l l  him an e n l i s t e d  a ide .  General 
o f f i c e r s  a r e  au thor ized  one, b u t  you always have some-
body t a k i n g  c a r e  of th ings  f o r  you. 

A. Right. 

MR MACCRATE: I f  Colonel BLACKLEDGE came i n t o  your shop wi th  
something t h a t  he wanted t o  have typed,  how would t h a t  be 
handled? Would he  give it t o  Sergeant  GERBERDING? 
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A. Y e s .  Sergeant  GERBERDING would have it f i r s t ,  t h e n  
h e  would t u r n  it ove r  t o  one o f  us t h r e e .  He would have typed  
it up sometimes. H e  typed  h imse l f .  W e  had about  f o u r  guys 
i n  o u r  o f f i c e  t h a t  typed .  

Q. W e  have goti- r o s t e r  of  t h e  b r igade  f o r  you. 
Af t e r  * we conclude now w e  juld l i k e  you t o  s i t  down and re-
view t h e  r o s t e r s  t o  i d e n t i f y  some o f  t h e  o t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l s  
i n  t h e  o t h e r  shops who might have done some of t h e  clerical 
work i n  connect ion wi th  t h e s e  r e p o r t s .  

A. Okay. 

10: M r .  BAILEY,  w e  a p p r e c i a t e  your  coming i n  and as 
you may s e e  w e  have been p u t t i n g  p i e c e s  t o g e t h e r  a s  t o  j u s t  
how t h e  r e p o r t s  w e r e  p repared .  W e  do know t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e  
o t h e r  r e p o r t s  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h i s  r e p o r t .  And w e  have g o t t e n  
a  g r e a t  d e a l  of i n fo rma t ion ,  You can see a l l  t h e  documents 
t h a t  w e  have. We've gone i n t o  t h i s  i n  some dep th ,  b u t  t h e r e  
a r e  l i t t l e  p i e c e s  h e r e  and t h e r e  t h a t  w e ' r e  s t i l l  t r y i n g  t o  
p u t  t o g e t h e r .  I f ,  as a r e s u l t  o f  any th ing  t h a t  we've shown 
you today ,  any th ing  f u r t h e r  comes t o  mind t h a t  you f e e l  
would be  h e l p f u l  t o  us i n  p u t t i n g  t h e  p i e c e s  t o g e t h e r ,  w e  
would g r e a t l y  a p p r e c i a t e  i t  i f  you would c a l l  t h i s  t o  o u r  
a t t e n t i o n .  Do you have any q u e s t i o n s  t h a t  you 'd  l i k e  t o  
d i r e c t  t o  us a t  t h i s  t ime o r  do you have any s t a t e m e n t s  t h a t  
you would l i k e  t o  make f o r  t h e  r eco rd .  W e  would b e  happy t o  
have them. 

A. Not r e a l l y ,  I c a n ' t  t h i n k  o f  any th ing  else. 

Q. W e ' l l  recess a t  t h i s  t ime.  

1970.) 
(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  1047 hour s ,  4 February 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: BEERS, Edwin D . ,  LTC 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 23 December 1969 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: Commanding O f f i c e r  of  
t h e  1st B a t t a l i o n ,  20th I n f a n t r y .  

1. PRIOR TRAINING I N  THE RULES OF LAND WARFARE. 

a .  T r a i n i n g  rece ived  i n  Hawaii. 

BEERS formed t h e  1st B a t t a l i o n ,  20th I n f a n t r y  
i n  Hawaii (pg. 3 ) .  I n i t i a l l y ,  t h e r e  w a s  no company l e v e l  
t r a i n i n g  because t h e r e  were n o t  enough people  t o  c a r r y  it 
o u t  (pg. 16) . ~ e s p i t e  i n i t i a l  d i f f i c u l t y  i n  de te rmin ing  
what t h e  r u l e s  o f  engagement were (pg. 1 8 ) ,  t h e  r u l e s  
were t a u g h t  t o  eve ry  man i n  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  (pg. 1 8 ) .  
This  inc luded  t h e  fo l lowing:  (1) personne l  were n o t  t o  
f i r e  u n l e s s  f i r e d  upon; ( 2 )  pe r sonne l  cou ld  f i r e  a t  a  
person w i t h  a  weapon; ( 3 )  personnel  could  f i r e  a t  an 
i n d i v i d u a l  a t t e m p t i n g  t o  avoid  them (pg. 1 8 ) .  P r i o r  
t o  l e a v i n g ,  pe r sonne l  had most of  t h e  in fo rmat ion  c a r d s  
they  were expected  t o  have i n  Vietnam (pg. 1 8 ) .  BEERS 
had l e a r n e d  o f  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  of  t h e s e  c a r d s  whi le  i n  
Vietnam, p r i o r  t o  t h e  b r i g a d e ' s  a r r i v a l  (pg. 2 4 ) .  BEERS 
b e l i e v e d  t h e  men o f  C Company were i n s t r u c t e d  on t h e  
importance o f  g a i n i n g  t h e  s u p p o r t  of  t h e  Vietnamese people  
(pgs.  22, 2 3 ) .  This  was a  deep concern o f  a l l  t h e  company 
commanders and t h e r e  were many d i s c u s s i o n s  on t h e  problem 
(pg. 2 3 ) .  

b. T r a i n i n g  r e c e i v e d  in-country .  

C Company was g iven in-country  t r a i n i n g  by t h e  
3d Brigade o f  t h e  4 th  Div i s ion  (pg. 1 8 ) .  This  inc luded  a l l  
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a s p e c t s  of o p e r a t i n g  i n  Vietnam (pg. 18)  and l a s t e d  10 
o r  1 2  days (pg. 1 9 ) .  BEERS, who saw it, thought  i t  w a s  a 
h igh  q u a l i t y  t r a i n i n g  (pg. 1 9 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  remember t h e  
c o n t e n t  o r  l e n g t h  of t ime s p e n t  on t h e  r u l e s  of  l a n d  
war fa re ,  t h e  Geneva Convention, t h e  t r e a t m e n t  of c i v i l i a n s ,  
o r  t h e  Protection of PW's  (pg. 2 0 ) .  H e  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  
someone from t h e  America1 D i v i s i o n ' s  Judge Advocate O f f i c e  
spoke t o  C Company (pg. 20) ; H e  w a s  n o t  c e r t a i n  whether  
o r  n o t  General  KOSTER was t h e r e  (pg. 2 0 ) .  

2 .  ASSAULT ON MY LAI. 

S ince  BEERS was w i t h  t h e  r e s t  of  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  i n  t h e  
n o r t h  a t  t h e  t ime of  t h e  My Lai  o p e r a t i o n ,  he knew no th ing  
about  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  of  C Company u n t i l  it r e j o i n e d  t h e  
b a t t a l i o n  around t h e  9 t h  o r  10 th  of  A p r i l  (pgs .  4 ,  5 ) .  

3. INQUIRIES CONCERNING ASSAULT. 

a. HENDERSON'S v i s i t  t o  LZ OIConnor. 

(1) HENDERSON'S a l l e g a t i o n s  concerninq MEDINA. 

P r i o r  t o  C Company's r e t u r n ,  BEERS r e c a l l e d  a 
conversa t ion  wi th  HENDERSON a t  LZ 0 '  Connor (pg. 7 ) .  
HENDERSON a l l e g e d  MEDINA had s h o t  someone (pg. 7 ) .  H e  
t h i n k s  t h a t  HENDERSON s a i d f N Y o u r  boy E r n i e  appears  t o  be 
i n  t r o u b l e "  (pg. 8 ) .  BEERS was g iven no i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  
M E D I N A ' s  t r o u b l e  was any th ing  s e r i o u s  (pg. 1 3 ) .  The 
a l l e g a t i o n  made no impress ion  a t  t h e  t i m e  because he j u s t  
d i d  n o t  b e l i e v e  it (pg. 1 3 ) .  HENDERSON l e d  BEERS t o  
b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  a l l e g a t i o n  was be ing  handled by b r i g a d e  
(pg. 1 4 ) .  The a l l e g a t i o n  a g a i n s t  MEDINA never  r e e n t e r e d  
BEERS' mind (pg. 1 6 ) .  Thus, it must have been something 
t h a t  he thought  was un t rue  (pg. 1 6 ) .  

HENDERSON'S thought  on t h e  m a t t e r .  

HENDERSON was a very ha rd  man t o  r e a d  because 
he never  appeared anxious  (pg. 1 5 ) .  There fo re ,  BEERS had 
d i f f i c u l t y  de termining what was on HENDERSON'S mind (pg. 16)  . 
However, he t h i n k s  t h a t  HENDERSON a c t e d  a s  i f  h e  be ' l i eved  
t h e  a l l e g a t i o n  (pg. 1 4 ) .  

( 3 )  F a i l u r e  t o  mention t h e  a l l e g a t i o n  t o  MEDINA. 

Because he had completely f o r g o t t e n  about  
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HENDERSON'S a l l e g a t i o n ,  BEERS d i d  n o t  a sk  MEDINA about  
i t  when MEDINA r e j o i n e d  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  (pgs .  13 ,  1 6 ) .  

( 4 )  BEERS1further r e c o l l e c t i o n s  of h i s  conversa t ion  
w i t h  HENDERSON. 

BEERS d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  HENDERSON a l l e g i n g  t h a t  
t h e  whole company was accused of s h o o t i n g  people  (pg. 7 ) .  
H e  could  n o t  r e c a l l  HENDERSON mentioning a c o n f r o n t a t i o n  
between C h a r l i e  Company and an a v i a t i o n  u n i t  (pg. 8 ) .  
He remembered no th ing  abou t  excess  f i r i n g ,  unnecessary 
k i l l i n g ,  o r  f i r e  power be ing p laced  upon c i v i l i a n s  (pg. 8 ) .  
They d i d  n o t  d i s c u s s  a l a r g e  number of  noncombatant 
c a s u a l t i e s  (pg. 8 ) .  They d i d  n o t  t a l k  about  t h e  k i l l i n g  
of  people who had been marked by h e l i c o p t e r s  f o r  medical  
a s s i s t a n c e  (pg. 8 ) .  

b. BEERS' r e c o l l e c t i o n  of  o t h e r  b r i g a d e  o f f i c e r s  
comins t o  LZ O'Connor i n  connect ion  wi th  t h e  Mv Lai  
i n c i d e n t .  

BEERS d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  any i n v e s t i g a t i n g  o f f i c e r  
coming t o  LZ O'Conner t o  i n t e r v i e w  t h e  men of  C Company 
(pgs. 6 , 7 ) .  H e  was a l s o  c e r t a i n  t h a t  BARKER d i d  n o t  come 
t o  t h e  LZ w h i l e  he was t h e r e  (pg. 8) . I f  BARKER had come 
t o  t a k e  s t a t e m e n t s  from people  w i t h i n  BEERS' b a t t a l i o n ,  
BEERS b e l i e v e s  BARKER would have informed him a b o u t  t h e  
m a t t e r  (pg. 8 ) .  

d. Rumor about  t h e  i n c i d e n t .  

- BEERS d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  h e a r i n g  any rumors about  
t h e  i n c i d e n t  from C h a r l i e  Company a f t e r  i t  r e j o i n e d  t h e  
b a t t a l i o n  (pg. 5 ) .  Nothing t h a t  came up, n o r  any s t a t e m e n t  
made, nor  any th ing  e l s e  aroused h i s  s u s p i c i o n  (pg. 6 ) .  

4 .  REPORTS OF INVESTIGATIONS. 

I f  t h e r e  was any i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of  t h e  My Lai  i n c i d e n t  
a f t e r  t h e  u n i t ' s  r e t u r n ,  it was wi thou t  BEERS' knowledge 
(pg. 1 4 ) .  H e  cou ld  n o t  imagine t h i s  happening (pg. 1 4 ) .  
While he w a s  d i v i s i o n  G 1 ,  BEERS never  heard any th ing  a t  
headquar te r s  about  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of  t h i s  i n c i d e n t  (pgs.  
1 0  1 1  He heard  no rumors from w i t h i n  t h e  123d Avia t ion  
B a t t a l i o n  (pg. 11). 
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5.  OTHER INFORMATION. 

a .  BEERS' a s se s smen t  o f  M E D I N A .  

BEERS c o n s i d e r e d  MEDINA one o f  t h e  m o s t  o u t s t a n d i n g  
o f f i c e r s  w i t h  whom he had ever worked (pg. 9)  . MEDINA w a s  a 
c o n s c i e n t i o u s  h a r d  worker  who knew h i s  job and d i d  it 
(pg.  1 9 ) .  MEDINA w a s  a d i s c i p l i n a r i a n  who e x p l a i n e d  what 
he wanted and made s u r e  it was done (pg.  1 9 ) .  He was a lways 
b e s t  i n  t h e  f i e l d  and had t h e  b e s t  s u p p l y  room and m e s s h a l l  
(pg.  9 )  

b. M E D I N A ' s  r e c e i v i n g  t h e  nickname, "Mad Dog". 

While i n  H,awaii, J ack  SHELTON, t h e  commander o f  
B Company, named MEDINA "Mad Dog" because  o f  h i s  c o n s t a n t  
a c t i v i t y  when d o i n g  someth ing  (pg.  1 0 ) .  Th i s  name was 
p i c k e d  up by a Major HOKE d u r i n g  an e x e r c i s e  i n  which 
HOKE'S u n i t  a c t e d  as a g g r e s s o r  a g a i n s t  t h e  1st B a t t a l i o n  
(pg.  10 )  . HOKE came on t h e  a i r  and r e f e r r e d  t o  MEDINA 
a s  "Mad Dog" (pg.  1 0 ) .  From t h e n  on ,  everyone  who had 
l i s t e n e d  t o  t h e  r a d i o  c a l l e d  MEDINA "Mad Dog" (pg.  1 0 ) .  
BEERS f e l t  t h a t  t h i s  had  n o t h i n g  t o  do w i t h  h i s  b e i n g  
v i c i o u s ,  b u t  r e l a t e d  t o  h i s  a g g r e s s i v e n e s s  (pg .  1 0 ) .  

c. BEERS' a s s e s s m e n t  o f  CALLEY. 

Although CALLEY appea red  t o  be a young, g r e e n  
o f f i c e r ,  he  was mature  and c o n s c i e n t i o u s  and BEERS n e v e r  
h e a r d  o f  any problems w i t h  him (pg.  11). BEERS r a t e d  him 
a s  an  above a v e r a g e  o f f i c e r  (pg.  11). BEERS d i d  n o t  f e e l  
t h a t  he was v e r y  a g g r e s s i v e  (pg.  11). BEERS had no knowledge 
t h a t  CALLEY e v e r  ove r - indu lged  i n  a l c o h o l  (pg .  11). 

d. The 1st B a t t a l i o n ' s  noncommissioned o f f i c e r  
problem. 

A t  t h e  t i m e  t h e  u n i t  l e f t  Hawaii ,  i t  d e s p e r a t e l y  
needed noncommissioned o f f i c e r s  i n  t h e  g r a d e s  o f  E-5 
and E-6 (pg.  2 2 ) .  

e. BEERS' a s se s smen t  o f  C Company. 

Most o f  t h e  p e o p l e  who went  t o  Vietnam w i t h  
C Company j o i n e d  it i n  Hawaii p r i o r  t o  1 J u l y  1967 
(pg.  2 1 ) .  A t  t h e  t i m e  C Company f l e w  i n t o  Vietnam, BEERS 
c o n s i d e r e d  it t h e  b e s t  company i n  t h e  Army (pg.  2 2 )  . 
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SUMMARY OF RECALL TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: BEERS, Edward D. LTC 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 9 February 1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED O F :  N/A 

COUNSEL : None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: Commanding O f f i c e r  o f  
t h e  1st B a t t a l i o n ,  20th I n f a n t r y .  

1. BEERS' MEETING WITH MEDINA DURING THE OPERATION. 

a .  T i m e  and p l a c e  o f  meeting.  

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  dur ing  t h e  p e r i o d  s i n c e  
h i s  l a s t  appearance b e f o r e  t h e  I n q u i r y  he had had an 
o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  r e f r e s h  h i s  memory, and he r e c a l l e d  meeting 
wi th  MEDINA f i e l d  w i t h i n  t h ei n  t h e  t h e  t i m e  p e r i o d  o f  
My Lai  o p e r a t i o n  (pg. 2 7 ) .  While BEERS al lowed t h e  
p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  t h i s  meeting took p l a c e  on t h e  1 5 t h  o r  1 6 t h ,  
he  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  i t  occur red  on t h e  1 8 t h  a s  he r e l a t e d  it 
t o  C Company's r e t u r n  t o  LZ ~ o t t i e  (pgs. 27,  29, 4 0 ) .  H i s  
t h o u g h t s i n  t h i s  r e g a r d  were r e i n f o r c e d  by t h e  f a c t  t h a t  
B E E & . W ~ S  a b l e  t o  d i s c o u n t  t h e  test imony of  a  w i t n e s s  who 
claimed t o  have seen him a r r i v e  i n  a bubble t o p  
h e l i c o p t e r  on t h e  1 6 t h  (pg. 2 8 ) .  The w i t n e s s  d e c l a r e d  t h a t  
he never  v i s i t e d  MEDINA i n  a bubble t o p  h e l i c o p t e r  (pg.  2 8 ) .  
A t  one p o i n t  i n  h i s  t e s t imony ,  t h e  w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  he  
thought  t h e  meeting took p l a c e  somewhere i n  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  
a r e a  n e a r  t h e  r i v e r  (pg. 3 0 ) .  L a t e r ,  he p l a c e d  t h e  meeting 
a t  LZ D o t t i e  (pg.  4 0 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  remember s e e i n g  e i t h e r  
KOSTER o r  HENDERSON i n t e r r o g a t e  t h e  men as they  came i n ,  
b u t  he  d i d  r e c a l l  t h a t  t h e  men were d r i n k i n g  b e e r  which was 
a g a i n s t  h i s  r u l e s  (pg. 40) . 
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b.  Content  o f  t h e  meet ing .  

BEERS s t a t e d  t h a t  he  d i d  n o t  remember t h e  s u b j e c t  
of  h i s  d i s c u s s i o n  w i t h  MEDINA (pg.  2 9 ) .  He surmised  t h a t  it 
c e n t e r e d  on how t h e  u n i t  was do ing  and i f  i t  needed any 
s u p p o r t  which BEERS c o u l d  r e n d e r  ( p g s .  28-30) .  While 
MEDINA u s u a l l y  gave BEERS a q u i c k  o r a l  b r i e f i n g  a s  t o  what 
was go ing  o n ,  t h e y  d i d  n o t  g e t  i n t o  t h e  t o p i c  o f  body c o u n t  
o r  weapon's  c o u n t  (pgs .  29,  32) . MEDINA d i d  n o t  b o a s t  abou t  
n i s  u n i t ' s  K I A ' s  (pg. 3 2 ) .  Had t h e r e  been a body c o u n t  discussion,  
t h e  w i t n e s s  f e l t  h e  would have remembered i t  (pg .  3 3 ) .  A t  
t h e  t i m e  o f  t h i s  c o n v e r s a t i o n  BEERS was n o t  concerned  w i t h  
how o t h e r  b a t t a l i o n s  w e r e  do ing ,he  was s o l e l y  concerned  w i t h  
h i s  own b a t t a l i o n ' s  accomplishments  w i t h  which h e  was n o t  
p l e a s e d  a t  t h e  t i m e  (pg.  3 4 ) .  

c. B r i e f i n g  by CALHOUN. 

Although t h e  w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  whe the r  it 
o c c u r r e d  b e f o r e  o r  a f t e r  h i s  meet ing  w i t h  MEDINA,  h e  
remembered b e i n g  b r i e f e d  by CALHOUN a t  LZ D o t t i e  a s  t o  t h e  
l o c a t i o n  o f  u n i t s  and m i n e f i e l d s  (pg.  3 1 ) .  While he  had 
p r e v i o u s l y  den ied  knowledge o f  t h e  s i z e  o f  t h e  b r i g a d e ' s  
K I A ' s  on t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ,  h e  s t a t e d  t h a t  CALHOUN informed him 
t h a t  i n  t e r m s  o f  enemy KIA'st h i s  was t h e  b i g g e s t  o p e r a t i o n  
t h e  b r i g a d e  had e v e r  had ( p g s .  31, 3 2 ) .  

d .  is cuss ion w i t h  MEDINA conce rn ing  C Company's 
s t a n d a r d s .  

Though t h e  w i t n e s s  d e n i e d  "chewing MEDINA o u t "  a t  
t h i s  meet ing  h e  remembered c o u n s e l l i n g  MEDINA conce rn ing  
C Company's s t a n d a r d s  (pgs .  27 ,  3 7 ) .  BEERS was u p s e t  abou t  
t h e  appearance  and c o n d i t i o n  o f  t h e  men and su rmised  t h a t  t h e  
t a s k  f o r c e  commander d i d  n o t  emphasize t h e s e  m a t t e r s  t o  
t h e  same d e g r e e  t h a t  BEERS d i d  (pgs .  37, 38) . The C h a r l i e  
Company which r e t u r n e d  t o  him was no l o n g e r  t h e  t o p  no tch  
o u t f i t  it had been when it a r r i v e d  i n  Vietnam (pg. 3 9 ) .  
The w i t n e s s  advanced t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  u n i t  had many 
r ep lacemen t s  a s  t h e  r e a s o n  f o r  t h e  d e c l i n e  (pg .  39) . H e  
f u r t h e r  t h e o r i z e d  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  a breakdown i n  l e a d e r s h i p  
and communications between t h e  o f f i c e r s  o f  t h e  u n i t  and t h e  
men, and h e  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  p o s s i b l y  was n o t  enough push 
from above (pgs. 39, 4 0 ) . 
2. DISCUSSION WITH HENDERSON ABOUT MEDINA. 

The w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  r e a l i z e  t h a t  HENDERSON was t a l k i n g  
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about  a problem a s  l a r g e  a s  t h a t  which emerged (pg.  3 5 ) .  
H e  d i d  n o t  g e t  deep ly  i n v o l v e d  w i t h  HENDERSON o r  MEDINA 
on t h e  m a t t e r  (pg .  3 5 ) .  H e  was n o t  even c e r t a i n  t h a t  t h e  
s u b j e c t  of h i s  d i s c u s s i o n  w i t h  HENDERSON was MEDINA s h o o t i n g  
a woman (pg .  35) . However, h e  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t h i s  -was what 
t hey  spoke abou t  because  t h i s  was what MEDINA was cha rged  
w i t h  when t h e  s t o r y  b roke  i n  t h e  pape r  (pg.  35) . H i s  
r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  MEDINA was a c l o s e  one ,  and h e  e x p e c t e d  
t h a t  MEDINA would have come t o  him w i t h  a problem (pg.  3 6 ) .  
Thus,  h e  c o u l d  n o t  unde r s t and  how t h e  t o p i c  was n e v e r  
mentioned when MEDINA r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  u n i t  (pg. 36) . Moreover,  
t o  h i s  knowledge no i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was made which r e v i v e d  h i s  
memory o f  t h e  meet ing  w i t h  HENDERSON, which i n  t u r n  would 
have made him d i s c u s s  t h e  s u b j e c t  w i t h  MEDINA (pg.  3 6 ) .  

3. OTHER INFORMATION. 

a .  Assessment o f  o f f i c e r s .  

BEERS f e l t  t h a t  LACROSS was a good o f f i c e r  who d i d  
a p r e t t y  good job  (pgs .  40, 4 1 ) .  H e  t hough t  t h a t  CALLEY 
was above ave rage  (pg.  4 1 ) .  H e  c o n s i d e r e d  BROOKS t o  be  
ve ry  weak, and he  f e l t  t h a t  BROOKS d i d  n o t  have t h e  "push" 
t o  keep a u n i t  t o g e t h e r  (pg.  4 1 )  . 

b .  Reasons wi-yMEDINA d i d  n o t  move t o  b r i g a d e  S3. 

MEDINA d i d  n o t  go t o  Br igade  S3  because  t h e  
a r rangement  whereby C a p t a i n  HENDERSON would r e p l a c e  MEDINA 
a s  a company commander f e l l  t h rough  (pgs. 42, 43) . Colonel  
HENDERSON had  a g r e e d  t o  s e n d  Cap ta in  HENDERSON t o  BEERS o n l y  
i f  MEDINA was s e n t  t o  b r i g a d e  (pg.  43) . However, C a p t a i n  
HENDERSON withdrew h i s  r e q u e s t  f o r  a company when h i s  w i f e  
t h r e a t e n e d  t o  d i v o r c e  him i f  h e  became a company commander 
(pg. 43) . Thus,  BEERS k e p t  MEDINA (pg. 43) . 

C Company's a t t i t u d e  toward Vietnamese. 

BEERS was n o t  aware t h a t  C Company had an i n t e n s e  
h a t r e d  f o r  t h e  Vietnamese (pg.  43) . I l i s  b a t t a l i o n  which 
nad some o f  t h e  f i e r c e s t  combat,  had t h e  l o w e s t  body coun t  
i n  t h e  b r i g a d e ( p g .  43) . I l e  a t t r i b u t e d  t h i s  t o  h i s  p o l i c y  
o f  a s s u r i n g  t h a t  t h e r e  be  no unnecessa ry  s h o o t i n g  (pgs .  43, 
4 4 ) .  
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(The hea r ing  reconvened a t  1625 hour s ,  23 December 

1969.) 


MR WEST: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR: The fo l lowing  named persons  are p r e s e n t :  MR WEST, 
MR MACCRATE, MR WALSH, COL MILLER, COL FRANKLIN, MAJ ZYCHOWSKI, 
and MAJ COOP. 

RCDR: S i r ,  t h e  nex t  w i tnes s  i s  Lieu tenant  Colonel  Edwin 
D .  BEERS. 

(LTC BEERS w a s  c a l l e d  as a w i t n e s s ,  w a s  sworn, 
and t e s t i f i e d  a s  fo l lows: )  

RCDR: Colonel  BEERS, f o r  t h e  r eco rd  p l e a s e  g ive  your 
f u l l  name, g rade ,  S o c i a l  S e c u r i t y  number, branch of  s e r v i c e ,  
o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  and s t a t i o n .  

A. L i eu t enan t  Colonel  Edwin D ,  BEERS, I 

O f f i c e  of  t h e  ACSFOR, Pentagon, Washington, DC. 

MR WEST: Before w e  g e t  t o  t h e  q u e s t i o n i n g ,  Colonel  BEERS, 
Colonel  MILLER w i l l  inform you of c e r t a i n  t h i n g s  concerning 
t h e  n a t u r e  of t h e  i n q u i r y .  

COL MILLER: This  i n q u i r y  o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  w a s  d i r e c t e d  
j o i n t l y  by t h e  S e c r e t a r y  of t h e  Army and t h e  Chief of  S t a f f  
of t h e  United S t a t e s  Army f o r  t h e  purpose o f  determining 
f a c t s  and making f i n d i n g s  and recommendations i n  two major 
a r e a s  : 

(1) t h e  f i r s t  o f  t h e s e  i s  t h e  adequacy of p r i o r  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  and subsequent reviews and r e p o r t s  w i t h i n  t h e  
cha in  of  command, of what i s  now commonly r e f e r r e d  t o  as t h e  
My L a i  i n c i d e n t  of 16 March 1968, and 

( 2 )  t h e  second i s  t h e  p o s s i b l e  suppress ion  o r  
wi thhold ing  of  in format ion  by any person who.had a duty  t o  
r e p o r t  and t o  f u r n i s h  in format ion  concerning t h e  My L a i  
i n c i d e n t  of 16 March 1968. 

W e  a r e  n o t  p r i m a r i l y  concerned wi th  f i n d i n g  o u t  
eve ry th ing  t h a t  happened a t  My L a i ,  b u t  w e  a r e  concerned 
wi th  t h o s e  p a r t i c u l a r  a r e a s  t h a t  I j u s t  mentioned. 

W e  have had made a v a i l a b l e  t o  us and w e  have read  
many s t a t emen t s  made by o t h e r  w i tnes ses  i n  t h i s  case. These 
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s ta tements  were taken a t  o t h e r  o f f i c i a l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  i n t o  
t h e  My Lai inc iden t .  

Your testimony today w i l l  be under oa th .  A 
verbatim t r a n s c r i p t  w i l l  be made and we a r e  a l s o  making a  
t a p e  recording a t  t h e  same time. 

Although t h e  general  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of our  r e p o r t  
w i l l  be c o n f i d e n t i a l ,  it i s  poss ib le  t h a t  some o r  a l l  of t h e  
testimony may be made a  mat ter  of pub l i c  record a t  some 
l a t e r  time. 

There a r e  a  number of people here  and I want t o  
make them known t o  you s o  t h a t  you w i l l  know what t h e i r .  
p o s i t i o n s  a re .  

(I0 en te red  t h e  hear ing . )  

F i r s t  of a l l ,  of course,  is  General PEERS who 
i s  t h e  I n v e s t i g a t i n g  Of f i ce r  and has t h e  s o l e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  
f o r  weighing t h e  evidence and making f indings  and recommendations 
i n  t h i s  case.  To a s s i s t  him, on h i s  immediate l e f t  i s  M r .  
MACCRATE, a c i v i l i a n  lawyer made a v a i l a b l e  by t h e  Sec re ta ry  
of t h e  Army as  a consu l t an t  and advisor .  Also, on your l e f t  
i s  M r .  WALSH, who i s  a l s o  a c i v i l i a n  a t to rney  se rv ing  a s  
counsel and a s s i s t a n t  t o  General PEERS. On General PEERS' 
r i g h t  i s  M r .  WEST, who i s  from t h e  Off ice  of General Counsel, 
Secre tary  of t h e  Army. Colonel FRANKLIN and myself a r e  a l s o  
here  t o  a s s i s t  and ask ques t ions  i f  we wish. 

You a r e  d i r e c t e d  no t  t o  d iscuss  your testimony i n  
t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  with o t h e r s ,  inc luding  o t h e r  witnesses  
f o r  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  except  a s  you may be requi red  t o  do 
i n  t h e  performance of your o f f i c i a l  duty o r  a s  you may be 
requi red  t o  t e s t i f y  before  some o t h e r  competent admin i s t r a t ive ,  
j u d i c i a l ,  l e g i s l a t i v e  body o r  t r i b u n a l .  

I n  add i t ion ,  i f  you a r e  s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  o rde r  of t h e  
m i l i t a r y  judge i n  t h e  general  cour t -mar t ia l  case .  of t h e  
United S t a t e s  v. Cal ley , your appearance before  t h i s  inves t iga t ion  
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i n  no way changes t h e  a p p l i c a b i l i t y  of t h a t  o r d e r .  

I n  t h e  event  you a r e  n o t  now s u b j e c t  t o  t h a t  
o r d e r  and you should be i n  t h e  f u t u r e ,  t h e  same t h i n g  p e r t a i n s ,  
and you would be expected t o  comply wi th  t h a t  o r d e r .  Have 
you, a s  y e t ,  rece ived  any o r d e r  wi th  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  Cal ley 
case?  

A. No, I have n o t .  

I0 : Colonel BEERS, what was your  duty assignment on 
t h e  16 th  of March, 1968? 

Q How long  had you been i n  t h a t  capac i ty?  

A. I assumed command on 1 J u l y  1966 s o  t h a t  would be  
about 20 months. 

Q- Is t h a t  r i g h t ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. You t h e n  moved t h e  b a t t a l i o n  t o  South Vietnam wi th  
t h e  br igade?  

A. I formed t h e  b a t t a l i o n  i n  Hawaii and a c t i v a t e d  it, 
them moved it t o  South Vietnam i n  December of 1967. 

Q. How long  d i d  you remain i n  t h a t  capac i ty?  

A. The t o t a l  t i m e  was 2 y e a r s  and 3 days.  

Q How long  a f t e r  t h e  16 th  of  March? 

A. I was rep laced  on t h e  4 t h  of  J u l y .  

Q. Who replaced  you? 

A. Colonel GUINN. 

Q- Colonel GUINN who had p rev ious ly  been t h e  deputy 
province s e n i o r  adv i so r  f o r  Quang Ngai Province-? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q- Subsequent t o  t h e  t i m e  t h e  My Lai  i n c i d e n t  broke 
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i n t o  the  U.S. news v i a  t h e  p r e s s ,  r a d i o ,  and t e l e v i s i o n ,  
have you had any conversa t ions  with anybody concerning t h e  
My Lai i n c i d e n t ;  personnel  from t h e  America1 Divis ion ,  from 
t h e  br igade ,  from your b a t t a l i o n ,  o r  from Task Force Barker? 

A .  The only two t imes I ' v e  heard it discussed  previous 
t o  t h i s  was when Colonel WILSON from t h e  I G ' s  o f f i c e  c a l l e d  
me i n .  I t  must have been l a s t  March o r  A p r i l ,  I c a n ' t  remember 
e x a c t l y .  He asked me i f  I knew anything o r  had d i scuss ions  
o r  heard anything about it. I t o l d  him t h a t  I knew nothing 
r e a l l y .  When I ,  i n  March o r  Apr i l  of 1968, was up nor th  and 
had been detached from Colonel HENDERSON'S u n i t ,  t h e  l l t h  
Brigade, and a t t ached  t o  t h e  196th ,  Colonel HENDERSON came 
up t o  s e e  me. 

Q When you say ,  " I , "  do you mean you o r  your b a t t a l i o n ?  

A .  The whole b a t t a l i o n  w i t h  t h e  except ion  of Char l i e  
Company. 

Q During what per iod?  

A .  About t h e  middle of t h e  month of March. I t  might 
have been anyplace between t h e  12th  t o  t h e  15 th .  I d o n ' t  
know exac t ly  when i t  was. We were detached, moved up nor th  
of Chu Lai and a t t ached  t o  t h e  196th and we remained up t h e r e  
u n t i l  t h e  8th of Apr i l .  Then we went back, r ea t t ached  t o  
t h e  l l t h  Brigade and conducted an opera t ion  wi th  them. I 
was detached from t h e  l l t h  Brigade again about t h e  20th of 
Apr i l  and s e n t  back t o  t h e  198th.  I subsequently was rea t tached 
t o  t h e  196th a f t e r  t h a t .  U n t i l  about t h e  end of May I s t ayed  
up nor th .  I say up nor th  and I mean nor th  of Chu Lai .  

Q- The i n c i d e n t  we a r e  i n v e s t i g a t i n g ,  inc lud ing  t h e  
i n v e s t i g a t i n g  process  of t h e  i n c i d e n t  i t s e l f ,  s t a r t e d  e a r l y  
on t h e  morning of t h e  16 th  and it l a s t e d  i n  varying degrees 
from 2 days t o  5 days wi th  C/1/20 remaining i n  t h e  f i e l d  
f o r  3 days,  conducting opera t ions  on approximately t h e  
16th  and 1 7 t h ,  and being e x t r a c t e d  on t h e  af ternoon of t h e  
18 th .  During t h i s  t i m e  C/1/20 was i n  t h e  opera t ion ,  d id  you 
have a chance o r  an oppor tuni ty  t o  v i s i t  them i n  t h e  f i e l d ?  

A .  No, s i r ,  I d i d  no t .  I do no t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  I did.  
I went t o  v i s i t  Char l i e  Company on numerous occas ions .  How-
e v e r ,  a f t e r  I moved nor th  I d i d n ' t  have t h e  t ime.  With t h e  
d i s t ance  involved,  I couldn ' t g e t  back down t h e r e ,  and I d i d  
n o t  come down t h e r e  u n t i l  they  r e j o i n e d  me about t h e  10th  of 
Apr i l .  
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Q. Do you know what t h e  mission of C/1/20 was a f t e r  
it had completed t h i s  ope ra t ion  on about  t h e  1 8 t h  of March? 

A. No, s i r ,  I do n o t .  

Q =  Do you know anything about  them u n t i l  such t i m e  
a s  t hey  r e j o i n e d  you on o r  a b o u t ' t h e  9 th  o r  t h e  10 th  of 
A p r i l ,  when they  re joined your b a t t a l i o n ?  

A. No, sir.  

Q I t a k e  it t h e n ,  t h a t  they  r e j o i n e d  your b a t t a l i o n  
when Task Force Barker ,  a s  such ,  was i n a c t i v a t e d ?  

A. I t  was s h o r t l y  a f t e r  t hey  r e j o i n e d  me t h a t  i t  was 
i n a c t i v a t e d .  I went i n  on an ope ra t ion  c a l l e d  Norfolk 
Vic tory  a  l i t t l e  t o  t h e  w e s t  of Quang Ngai. I had f i v e  r i f l e  
companies a t t a c h e d  t o  me a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  and I ran  i n t o  t r o u b l e .  
They p u l l e d  C h a r l i e  Company away from Task Force Barker 
and it was c;iven t o  ms f o r  a block f u r t h e r  o u t  w e s t .  T h a t ' s  
when C h a r l i e  r e j o i n e d  me and they  remained a t t a c h e d  t o  me 
a f t e r  t h a t .  And t h i s  was about t h e  1 0 t h  of A p r i l .  They 
s t a y e d  wi th  m e  a f t e r  t h a t .  They went back up n o r t h .  

Q. A f t e r  Char l i e  Company r e j o i n e d  you, d i d  you h e a r  
any rumors o r  any rumblings going on i n  t h e  company? 

A.  No, sir.  I d i d  n o t ,  o t h e r  than  t h e  normal 
rumblings t h a t  went on i n  a l l  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  ove r  t h e r e .  W e  
d i d  have,  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  i n  C h a r l i e  Company, a l i t t l e  
t r o u b l e  wi th  some people r e f u s i n g  t o  go t o  t h e  f i e l d .  I 
d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  any of them were from C h a r l i e  Company. I had 
some co lo red  boys t h a t  were caus ing  q u i t e  a b i t  of t r o u b l e ,  
about f o u r  o r  f i v e  of  them. They were from a l l  u n i t s .  
They r e fused  t o  go ou t  and I c o u r t - m a r t i a l l e d  them and they  
were s e n t  o f f  t o  t h e  Saigon j a i l  and Long Binh j a i l .  

Q Would you have any way of  checking t h a t  by your 
record?  

A. The i r  names, o r  where they  were from? 

Q. Y e s .  

A. S i r ,  a f t e r  t h i s  t h i n g  s t a r t e d ,  I looked up a l e t t e r  
t h a t  I wrote  t o  Colonel HENDERSON say ing  t h a t  I was concerned 
over  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  I was detached up n o r t h  and a l l  my people ,  
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t h e  ones who w e r e  caus ing  t h e  t r o u b l e ,  were back down a t  t h e  
r e a r  i n  Duc Pho, t h a t  I was concerned about d i s c i p l i n e  and 
t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  cour t -mar t ia l - -a t  t h e  t i m e  it appeared 
t h a t  t hey  w e r e  be ing  found g u i l t y  and were be ing  f i n e d  o r  
g e t t i n g  r e s t r i c t i o n s  o r  something of t h i s  s o r t .  But ,  I d i d  
n o t  mention i n  t h a t  l e t t e r  any men's names o r  where t h e  men 
w e r e  from. So I c o u i d n l t  i d e n t i f y  where they  were from. 
Some of them may have been C h a r l i e  Company. I could  n o t ,  
r i g h t  now, i d e n t i f y  t h e i r  names. However, I know t h a t  some 
of them were r e a l  t roublemakers .  One was a c t u a l l y  involved  
i n  t h e  Long Binh r i o t  t h a t  took p l a c e  about i n  J u l y  o r  
August of 1968. I ' m  s u r e  you remember, s i r ,  b u t  I c a n ' t .  
remember what t h e  month was. This  one man of mine w a s  
involved  i n  t h a t  r i o t  down t h e r e .  He r e fused  t o  go t o  t h e  
f i e l d .  H e  was a c o l o r e d  boy. H i s  name s l i p s  my mind. 

Q There should  b e  a r eco rd  of t h i s  i n  the--

A.  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Y e s ,  sir. 

Q About what was t h e  p e r i o d ,  Colonel BEERS, t h a t  
you w e r e  add res s ing  t h i s  l e t t e r ?  

A. I t  would have been about t h e  end of  A p r i l  o r  
maybe t h e  1st  of May because I know I was back a t t a c h e d  t o  
t h e  196th  aga in .  

Q. Did t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade run i t s  own s p e c i a l  c o u r t s ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q Even though it had been made an o r g a n i c  p a r t  o f  
t h e  d i v i s i o n  a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  it s t i l l  had i t s  own? 

A .  Y e s ,  sir.  They conducted s p e c i a l  c o u r t s .  I d o n ' t  
know who a c t u a l l y  s e t  up t h e  c o u r t ,  whether t h e r e  was a J A  
o r  n o t ,  b u t  I b e l i e v e  they  w e r e  a l l  l l t h  Brigade members on 
t h e  c o u r t s .  Each of  t h e  b r i g a d e s  were s e p a r a t e d .  

Q W e  can check t h a t .  When C h a r l i e  Company came back 
t o  you du r ing  t h a t  p e r i o d ,  t h e r e  was no th ing  t h a t  came up, 
any s t a t emen t s  t h a t  w e r e  made o r  anything t h a t  might have 
aroused s u s p i c i o n  on your p a r t ?  

A. No, s ir .  

Q When you .had t h i s  company back,  do you r e c a l l  any 
i n v e s t i g a t i n g  o f f i c e r s  coming and v i s i t i n g  your  b a t t a l i o n  f o r  
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t h e  purpose of in terv iewing men i n  t h e  company? 

A. No, sir .  I do no t .  

Q. This  would have been, i n  your i n s t a n c e ,  i n  Apr i l  
or  poss ib ly  i n  May? 

A.  Y e s ,  s ir .  They were back under my c o n t r o l  and I 
do n o t  r e c a l l .  I do n o t  know t h a t  any was conducted. 

D. Did you ever  hear  of an inqu i ry  o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
being made by t h e  br igade  o r  by t h e  d i v i s i o n  i n t o  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  
i n  My Lai  ( 4 )  on t h e  16th  of March, 1968? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  I l o s t  my t r a i n  of  thought  a few moments 
ago. The second t h i n g  t h a t  I heard about t h i s  was Colonel 
HENDERSON came t o  m e  when I was up n o r t h  on LZ O'Connor, again 
t h e  d a t e  s l i p s  m e ,  bu t  I do know t h a t  he  was i n  a c a s t .  He 
had been h i t  by shrapnel  from a hand grenade. I do know t h a t  
he had a c a s t .  This was before  Char l i e  Company came back t o  
m e .  They were s t i l l  with Task Force Barker. He t o l d  me, h i s  
e x a c t  words s l i p  me, bu t  he s a i d  t h a t  I t  was a l l e g e d  t h a t  
Captain MEDINA had sho t  somebody and he s a i d ,  t h a t - - t h i s  i s  
a l l  I remember. I asked him, "What I s  be ing  done about i t ? "  
H e  s a i d ,  "Well, we ' re  checking i n t o  it. " Again, t h i s  must 
have been r i g h t  a f t e r  I moved on LZ O'Connor and t h a t  would 
have been near  t h e  end of March sometime. The t h i r d  o r  four th  
week of March i s  when he was up t h e r e ,  and again  I r e g r e t  
t h a t  I c a n ' t  t e l l  days o r  t imes o r  such. I do know t h a t  
Colonel HENDERSON was i n  a c a s t  and do know t h a t  he mentioned 
a t  t h a t  t ime t h a t  t h i s  was a l l e g e d ,  t h a t  Captain MEDINA s h o t  
somebody. But,  as  f a r  as  anybody e l s e  shoot ing  anybody, o r  
a company be ing  accused of it, I never heard of it u n t i l  
Colonel WILSON mentioned t h a t  t h e r e  were some a t r o c i t i e s  and 
it broke i n  t h e  paper.  I ' v e  never heard  of any i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
a f t e r  t h a t .  

Q Did he ,  a t  t h a t  t ime,  go o f f  t o  t h e  company and 
t a l k  t o  any of t h e  men? 

A.  The company was n o t  wi th  me, sir. This  was before  
Char l ie  Company came back t o  me. 

Q. P r i o r  t o  Char l ie  Company r e j o i n i n g  you? 

A. Y e s ,  sir.  It was before  1 0  A p r i l .  3 know t h a t .  

Q. Subsequent t o  t h a t  t ime ,  d i d  Colonel BARKER v i s i t  
you i n  t h e  pe r iod  between t h e  5 t h  and t h e  20th of May? 
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A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l ,  sir.  He may have. I had s o  many 
people coming i n  and o u t  of t h e r e  t h a t  I s u r e  d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  

Q I f  he were t o  t a k e  s ta tements  from people w i t h i n  
your b a t t a l i o n  would you have expected t h a t  he  would have 
t a l k e d  t o  you about i t ?  

A. Yes, sir.  I f  he would have been coming up t h e r e  
f o r  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  I am s u r e  I wou1.d have known about it. 
He would have checked through me on t h a t .  I ' m  s u r e  he d i d n ' t  
come up t o  LZ O'Connor when I was up t h e r e .  

Q When Colonel HENDERSON t a l k e d  t o  you and he had h i s  
l e g  i n  a cast--which f a i r l y  w e l l  f i x e s  t h e  t ime,  which coinc ides  
wi th  t h e  time t h a t  we have t o o ,  when he  was i n j u r e d  and how long 
he had h i s  l e g  i n  a cast--aside from Captain MEDINA, d i d  he  
mention anything about a conf ron ta t ion  between some people of  
Char l i e  Company and an a v i a t i o n  u n i t ?  

A. No, s ir .  Not t o  my knowledge. 

Q I ' m  j u s t  f e e l i n g  t h i s  one o u t  t o  s e e  i f  some of 
t h i s  might come back t o  your memory. Did he  t a l k  a t  a l l  about 
excess ive  f i r i n g ,  unnecessary k i l l i n g ,  o r  f i repower be ing  
brought upon c i v i l i a n s ?  

A. No, s ir .  

Q Did he  t a l k  a t  a l l  about a l a r g e  number of c i v i l i a n s  
be ing  k i l l e d ?  

A. No, s ir .  

Q. Did he t a l k  a t  a l l  about people 53ing marked by a 
h e l i c o p t e r  f o r  medical a s s i s t a n c e ,  and t h e  ground fo rces  of 
Char l i e  Company, i n s t e a d  of providing medical a i d ,  going over  
and f i n i s h i n g  them o f f ,  s o  t o  speak? 

A. No, sir.  

Q. The only t h i n g  t h a t  you can r e c a l l  t h a t  he mentioned 
t o  yo.,-.was Captain MEDINA and t h i s  one i n d i v i d u a l  th3are3 

A. A s  I r e c a l l  it I th ink  he s a i d ,  "Your boy S r n i e , "  
which i s  Captain M E D I N A ,  "appears t o  be i n  t r o u b l e . "  He s a i d  
he was accused of shoot ing  somebody. T h a t ' s  a l l  t h a t  T r e c a l l .  

Q. H e  s a i d  t h i s  t o  you a t  t h e  time t h a t  he  had 5 i s  l e g  
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i n  a c a s t ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  T h a t ' s  t h e  only  t h i n g  I can remember. 

Q* I wish you would t h i n k  about  t h a t  j u s t  f o r  a minute,  
as t o  whether he  s a i d  s p e c i f i c a l l y  what you s a i d ,  o r  whether 
t h a t  was your impression,  o r  e x a c t l y  what it was? 

A. Th i s  i s  a11 I r e c a l l ,  s ir .  I have thought  i t  over .  
There has  been s o  much i n  t h e  papers .  I f  I knew anything o r  
thought  I could have helped anybody I would have done i t ,  b u t  
t h i s  i s  a l l  t h a t  I remember t h a t  took p l a c e .  There have been 
s o  darn  many t h i n g s  t h a t  I r ead  i n  t h e  papers  t h a t  I am s u r e  
t h a t  i f  I had heard  some of t h e s e  a l l e g a t i o n s  I would r e c a l l  
it. A t  t h e  t i m e  I was concerned about Capta in  MEDINA and I 
thought h e  was a  darn  good company commander. 

Q That was going t o  be my n e x t  q u e s t i o n .  I wanted 
t o  ask you what your a p p r e c i a t i o n  was of Capta in  MEDINA and 
how h e  functii-)lied; and t h e  r e s p e c t  f o r  Capta in  MEDINA w i t h i n  
h i s  u n i t ,  h i s  r e l a t i o n  wi th  o t h e r  u n i t  commanders, and 
g e n e r a l l y  how e f f e c t i v e  and e f f i c i e n t  he  was? 

A .  S i r ,  i n  my op in ion ,  and I know t h i s  has  been backed 
up by o t h e r  people ,  I cons idered  him one o f  t h e  most o u t s t a n d i n g  
o f f i c e r s  I e v e r  worked wi th .  H e  was c o n s c i e n t i o u s .  
H e  was a h a r d  worker. He knew h i s  job and d i d  h i s  job. H e  
was t h e  k i n d  of s o l d i e r  t h a t  I t h i n k  anybody i n  t h i s  Army would 
l i k e  t o  have working f o r  him. I had him a s  a company commander 
f o r - - i t  must have been darn n e a r  20  months I guess .  Before 
t h a t  h e  was an a s s i s t a n t  S3 and a f t e r  t h a t  I know he worked a t  
d i v i s i o n  i n . t h e  TOC and a s  a warning b r i e f i n g  o f f i c e r .  I know 
t h a t  h e  d i d  an ou t s t and ing  job t h e r e .  H e  i s  a d i s c i p l i n a r i a n .  
H e  d i d n ' t  h e s i t a t e .  When he wanted somebody t o  do something 
and they  d i d n ' t  do it, he took a p p r o p r i a t e  a c t i o n :  cour t -
m a r t i a l  o r  A r t i c l e  1 5 .  This  i s  what he  d i d .  He was no t  
v i c i o u s  i n  any way. H e  expla ined  t o  people  what he  expected 
t o  be done and h e  made s u r e  t h a t  t hey  d i d  it. And they  always 
d id .  W e  had b a t t a l i o n  compet i t ion whi l e  we w e r e  i n  Hawaii and 
I would say  t h a t  he  won t h e  compet i t ion about 75 t o  80 pe rcen t  
of t h e  t i m e ;  i n  some a r e a s  he  won a l l  of  t h e  t i m e .  H e  always 
had t h e  b e s t  supply room, t h e  b e s t  mess h a l l ,  and i n  f i e l d  
work h e  was t h e  b e s t .  He j u s t  d i d n ' t  make mis takes .  

T e l l  us how h e  go t  t h e  t i t l e  "Mad Dog"? 

S i r ,  I c a n ' t  b e l i e v e  t h a t .  W e  had a Captain J e r r y  
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SHELTON from Bravo Company who w a s  p a r t i a l l y  i n s t r u m e n t a l  
i n  g e t t i n g  him named t h i s .  But t h e  r e a l  man t h a t  p icked  it 
up, I b e l i e v e ,  was a Hawaiian named Major HOKE. I am n o t  
s u r e  of t h e  name. I am s u r e  it s t a r t e d  wi th  an "H" and 
I know h e  i s  an Hawaiian boy and he  had a b r o t h e r  who was i n  
t h e  n a t i o n a l  guard t h e r e ,  b u t  he  w a s  t h e  S3 o f  t h e  4/3. 
He was t h e  agg res so r  a g a i n s t  us when we were on a f i e l d  
problem and h e  came on t h e  a i r .  J e r r y  SHELTON 
had c a l l e d  E r n i e  t h i s  two o r  t h r e e  t i m e s ,  had c a l l e d  him 
"Mad Dog" because o f  t h e  way he  r an  around when h e  w a s  
doing something. He never  walked,  he  r a n ,  and t h a t  i s  t h e  
k ind  of k i d  h e  i s .  The agg res so r s  b roadcas ted  t h i s  ove r  
t h e  a i r  and nicknamed him "Mad Dog, " and h e  emphasized 
t h i s  f i v e  o r  s i x  t imes  and from t h e n  on everybody t h a t  
l i s t e n e d  t o  t h e  r a d i o  c a l l e d  him "Mad Dog" MEDINA i n  
Hawaii. Th i s  had n o t h i n g  t o  do wi th  him be ing  a v i c i o u s  
i n d i v i d u a l .  This  was d e a l i n g  wi th  h i s  agg res s iveness  and 
I know t h a t .  J e r r y  SHELTON i s  o u t  of t h e  Army now. H e  
was wounded i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of  My L a i .  I don ' t know i f  h e  
had one of t h e  companies a t  t h i s  t i m e ,  b u t  he  g o t  wounded a t  
t h i s  t i m e .  

Q I t h i n k  w e  have your  a p p r e c i a t i o n  o f  MEDINA. You 
i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  you w e r e  r ep l aced  on t h e  4 th  o f  J u l y .  What 
job d i d  you t a k e  over?  

A. I became t h e  America1 Div i s ion  G1, sir .  

The A m e r i c a 1  D iv i s ion  Gl? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. Tha t  w a s  i n  t h e  month of J u l y ?  

A .  Y e s ,  s ir .  I became t h e  G 1  on J u l y  1 4 t h .  I 
checked t h i s  on my 66 because Colonel  WILSON asked m e .  

Q. You probably  had a l i t t l e  b i t  of R&R back i n  
Hawaii? 

A. Yes, s ir .  The change of  command ceremony was t h e  
4 t h  ana I t h i n k  I had a couple  of  days w i th  Colonel  QUALLS up 
i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n ,  and t h e n  I went on R&R,  came back and 
s p e n t  a few days  t h e r e ,  and t h e n  Colonel  QUALLS l e f t .  

Q When you were t h e  d i v i s i o n  G 1 ,  d i d  you h e a r  any th ing  
i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n  headqua r t e r s  about  any i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of  t h i s  
i n c i d e n t ?  
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A. Never, sir. 

Q- Did you h e a r  any rumors o r  rumblings a t  a l l  w i t h i n  
t h e  123d Avia t ion  B a t t a l i o n ,  o r  w i t h i n  t h e  a v i a t i o n  s e c t i o n  
i n  p a r t i c u l a r ?  

A.  No, sir. 

Q- A minute ago w e  w e r e  t a l k i n g  about Capta in  MEDINA. 
Do you a l s o  remember Lieu tenant  CALLEY? How was he  a s  an 
o f f i c e r ?  

A .  I considered him a s  a very q u i e t  and n o t  t h e  most 
aggress ive  man, b u t  very consc ien t ious .  I t h i n k  he  had about 
a y e a r ' s  e n l i s t e d  s e r v i c e  be fo re  going t o  OCS. H e  was very 
young and green a s  an o f f i c e r ,  b u t  y e t  he  appeared t o  be 
f a i r l y  mature a s  a man. He was a l i t t l e  o l d e r  than  t h e  rest 
of t h e  second l i e u t e n a n t s  t h a t  w e  go t  i n .  I b e l i e v e  he 
joined me i n  about August o r  September b e f o r e  w e  went t o  
Vietnam, and he was one of t h e  l a t e  ones t o  j o i n  m e .  I 
never  heard  of any problems wi th  him. 

Q- Did he  have any tendency t o  over indulge  i n  a l coho l?  

A .  NO, s ir .  Not t h a t  I know of and I am s u r e  I would 
have known it .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  I ever  saw him i n t o x i c a t e d .  
I saw him d r i n k ,  I b e l i e v e ,  a t  a p a r t y .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  he  
drank more t h a n  was expected.  I cons idered  him a well-above-
average o f f i c e r .  H e  wasn ' t  an excep t iona l  o f f i c e r ,  b u t  h e  
d i d  h i s  job. 

Q For t h e  b e n e f i t  of t h e  people  a t  t h i s  hea r ing  would 
you mind e x p l a i n i n g  how t h e  America1 Div is ion  handled i t s  
i n f u s i o n  program, p a r t i c u l a r l y  wi th  t h e  assignment of i t s  
o f f i c e r s ?  

A. I n i t i a l l y  they asked f o r  names t h a t  w e  wanted t o  
i n f u s e  o r  a p r i o r i t y  l i s t i n g  of  how they  would be in fused .  
Th i s  was when w e  f i r s t  g o t  over  t h e r e  about  January of 1968. 
Everyone, of cour se ,  was f i g h t i n g  t h i s  t h i n g .  The gene ra l  
. a id  w e  would do i t  and we would l i s t  t h e  people  i n  a l o g i c a l  

sequence s o  i f  t hey  wanted t o  t a k e  them o u t  they  could t a k e  
them from t h e  t o p  and we understood t h a t  was t h e  way they  
would work it. They had t o  meet c e r t a i n  c r i t e r i a .  W e  
e s t a b l i s h e d  c a p t a i n s  t h a t  w e  could a f f o r d  t o  l o s e  and then  
l i e u t e n a n t s  and p la toon  l e a d e r s  from t h e  d i f f e r e n t  companies. 
This  d i d  n o t  happen. They d i d  n o t  use  t h i s  l i s t .  We got  
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down t o  t h e  p o i n t  where we would g e t  a c a l l  and say we need 
o r  you a r e  going t o  l o s e  t h r e e  o f f i c e r s .  They would t e l l  my 
S1 who was a t  Duc Pho t h a t  they were going t o  have t o  meet 
c e r t a i n  r o t a t i o n  d a t e s  and they  would have t o  be second 
l i e u t e n a n t s  o r  f i r s t  l i e u t e n a n t s  o r  cap ta ins .  My S 1  would 
say t h e s e  a r e  t h e  people t h a t  meet t h i s  c r i t e r i a  and ask who 
I wanted t o  i n f u s e .  This i s  t h e  way we d i d  it. 

Q Well, t h e  d i v i s i o n  f i r s t  infused  w i t h i n  t h e  
d i v i s i o n  and--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  Y e s ,  s ir .  This a l l  happened 
wi th in  t h e  d i v i s i o n ,  then  t h e r e  were many o t h e r  t h i n g s  t h a t  
took p lace .  I know a f t e r  I became t h e  G 1  we got  involved i n  
b u i l t - i n  i n f u s i o n  when they  s t a r t e d  b u i l d i n g  up t h e  advisory 
group t o  go out  t o  a l l  t h e  provinces.  I c a n ' t  t h i n k  of t h e  
name of what i t  was c a l l e d  now, bu t  t h e  d i v i s i o n  was h i t  very 
hard f o r  o f f i c e r s .  

Q You might be r e f e r r i n g  t o  what they  r e f e r r e d  t o  
a s  MATC? 

A. Yes, s i r .  M i l i t a r y  Ass is tance  Tra in ing  Commands. 
There was one o t h e r .  There were two por t ions  of it. One 
w a s . t h e  t r a i n i n g  and one had another  name, b u t  you always 
had c r i t e r i a  e s t a b l i s h e d  t h a t  they had t o  be c e r t a i n  MOS's 
and they  had t o  have c e r t a i n  r o t a t i o n  d a t e s .  This then  was 
handled t h e  same way. There were normally very few people 
t h a t  were e l i g i b l e  t o  meet t h e  c r i t e r & a  ou t s ide  of t h e  
d i v i s i o n  in fus ion .  There were j u s t  a few names and we were 
los ing  any p lace  from--oh, once I r e c a l l  we l o s t  a s  high as 
2 0 .  Sometimes it was less,  b u t ,  normally it was r i g h t  
around 2 0  on t h e  i n f u s i o n  program each month f o r  t h e  5 
months t h a t  I was up t h e r e  a s  d i v i s i o n  G I .  I l o s t  some of 
t h e  people t o  t h a t .  Well, I s t i l l  had t h e  zzquirement. For 
example, I l o s t  my execut ive  o f f i c e r  on t h a t  program. H e  was 
a major and he met t h e  c r i t e r i a ,  and I guess he was t h e  only 
one i n  t h e  b r igade ,  and they took him. 

MR MACCRATE: I ' d  l i k e  t o  come back f o r  a moment, Colonel 
BEERS t o  t h e  conversat ion Colonel HENDERSON had with you a t  
LZ O s ~ o n n e ri n  which you i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  h e  s a i d  something t o  
t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t ,  "Your boy Ernie  appears t o  be  i n  t r o u b l e  
f o r  shoot ing  someone. " Since Captain MEDINA was, i n  f a c t ,  
someone who had been i n  your command and was, a s  a c i v i l i a n  
I would s a y ,  on loan  a t  t h i s  p o i n t ,  I would imagine t h a t  t h i s  
would be something t h a t  would i n t e r e s t  you considerably.  
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I t  would seem a n a t u r a l  c u r i o s i t y  t o  i n q u i r e  of Colonel 
HENDERSON a t  t h a t  t ime,  "What happened?" and what i n d i c a t i o n  
d i d  you g e t  a t  t h a t  time of what was happening? 

A. I go t  no i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  it was anything very 
s e r i o u s ,  and as  a  mat ter  of f a c t  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  Colonel 
HENDERSON was t h e r e  f o r  more then  20 minutes o r  
30 minutes. This  was no t  t h e  p o i n t  of d i scuss ion  during 
t h e  whole t ime.  I ' v e  asked myself t h i s  ques t ion  and, you 
know, i f  t h i s  was t h i s  s e r i o u s  I c e r t a i n l y  would have heard 
about it, and I would have been asked ques t ions  l a t e r  on 
t h e  s u b j e c t  a t  t h a t  time. 

Q. I can understand t h a t  you may no t  have become 
deeply involved,  but  i f  he s a i d  t h a t ,  t h i s  would i n d i c a t e  
t h a t ,  whatever t h e  circumstances and i f  a  shoot ing  were 
involved,  some s o r t  of an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was being made of 
one o f  your o f f i c e r s ,  would it no t?  

A. Yes, it would, when I look a t  it now. However, 
it d id  n o t  ac  t h a t  t ime. When he s a i d  t h a t  he a l l eged ly  
s h o t  a c i v i l i a n - - I  d o n ' t  know. I knew t h a t  wi th in  a 
week t h e r e  would be a whole f lock  of i n v e s t i g a t o r s  down 
t h e r e  i f  t h e  a l l e g a t i o n  were t r u e .  Other a t r o c i t i e s  were 
committed, no t  wi th in  my own o rgan iza t ion ,  b u t  t h e r e  were 
normally i n v e s t i g a t o r s  a l l  over  t h e  p lace .  H e  was no t  with 
m e ,  and consequently,  w i t h  a l l  t h e  goings on of  t h e  war a t  
t h e  t ime,  it j u s t  never came back i n  my mind t o  even t h i n k  
about it. When I saw PEDINA again and saw Colonel HENDERSON 
again ,  probably 3 weeks l a t e r ,  t h e r e  was never  any f u r t h e r  
d i scuss ion  of it. 

Q. Do I understand when you saw Captain MEDINA again 
you made no inqu i ry  of him what had happened, o r  no f u r t h e r  
inqu i ry?  

A .  I completely fo rgo t  about it u n t i l  Colonel WILSON 
c a l l e d  me on t h e  telephone. I j u s t  d i d n ' t  t h i n k  -- a t  
t h a t  t ime it was j u s t  an a l l e g a t i o n .  There 's a l o t  of 
a l l e g a t i o n s  made. 

Q But it must have made q u i t e  an impression you a t  
t h e  time--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  s o  because I would 
not  have be l i eved  it .  I t  wouldn ' t  have made an impression 
on me. I would have known t h a t  t h e r e  was an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
and he would have been c lea red  a t  t h e  time and I j u s t  d i d n ' t  
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b e l i e v e  it. I d i d n ' t  be l i eve  t h i s  could happen. I am s u r e  
t h i s  i s  what went on i n  my mind. 

Q. Was t h i s  t h e  a t t i t u d e  of Colonel HENDERSON, 
t h a t  he d i d n ' t  b e l i e v e  i t ?  

A. I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  so .  He gave me t h e  impression 
t h a t  t h i s  was an a l l e g a t i o n  and t h e  br igade was t a k i n g  c a r e  
of it back i n  t h e i r  a r e a .  I ,  being detached, probably 
wouldn 't g e t  involved. 

Q Colonel BEERS, t h e  two th ings  j u s t  do n o t  go
toge the r  t o  someone l i s t e n i n g  h e r e ;  t h a t  

(1) Colonel Henderson was very s e r i o u s  about 
t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ;  and 

( 2 )  You completely dismissed it. 

E i t h e r  it was something t h a t  Colonel HENDERSON 
was t ak ing  s e r i o u s l y  and you would have been concerned, o r  
i t  was something t h a t  he was n o t ,  a t  t h a t  t ime,  concerned 
about ,  perhaps no longer  concerned about.  I d o n ' t  know, 
bu t  t h e  two j u s t  don' t f i t  t o g e t h e r ,  t h a t  he  had a concern, 
a s e r i o u s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  going on; and you, t h i n k i n g  about 
t h i s  man f o r  whom you had a high regard  and i n  whom you had 
confidence,  were n o t  s u f f i c i e n t l y  concerned t h a t  you 
followed up on it i n  any way? 

A. I ' m  s o r r y .  I do no t  say what Colonel HENDERSON'S 
concern was. I do n o t  know. I do not  know what w a s  going 
on i n  h i s  mind. I cannot r e f l e c t  back and remember what 
my thoughts were when t h e  s u b j e c t  came up, b u t  I do know 
t h e r e  was, t o  my knowledge, nothing e l s e  took p lace  on t h i s  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  I know of nothing.  I d id  n o t  g e t  involved 
i n  any i n v e s t i g a t i o n  when t h e  u n i t  came back t o  me. I f  
t h e r e  was an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  conducted a f t e r  t h e  u n i t  came 
back t o  me, it c e r t a i n l y  was without  my knowledge, and I 
c a n ' t  imagine too  many th ings  happening t h a t  I d i d n ' t  know 
about.  

Q Well, what per iod  of time d i d  Captain MEDINA, 
a f t e r  t h e  1st of A p r i l ,  1968, remain under your command? 

A. Captain MEDINA was t h e  f i r s t  one t o  go overseas .  
He went over with me and h i s  company on 5 December and con-
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sequent ly  he was e l i g i b l e  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  R&R a s  f a r  a s  o f f i c e r s  
were concerned. We came back o f f  Norfolk Victory where Cap- 
t a i n  MEDINA r e j o i n e d  me about t h e  19 th  o r  20th of  Apr i l ,  
and I b e l i e v e  Captain Y'EDINA l e f t  a t  t h a t  t ime,  o r  s h o r t l y  
t h e r e a f t e r  t o  go on R&R.  H e  was going e a r l y  because he was 
t o  move up t o  br igade  t o  r ep lace  t h e  a s s i s t a n t  S3 who was 
going t o  come back t o  jo in  me a s  a company commander. I 
would say t h a t  a f t e r  he r e j o i n e d  m e ,  he commanded t h e  company 
f o r  about 3 weeks. NOW, I would have t o  check t h i s ,  
but  sometime n e a r  t h e  end of Apr i l  he  departed on R&R a s  
f a r  a s  I know. 

COL FRANKLIN: Colonel BEERS, I would l i k e  t o  pursue 
M r .  MACCRATE I s  ques t ion .  You knew MEDINA and l e t ' s  say you 
knew him a t  t h i s  t i m e  over  18  months o r  around t h i s  per iod .  
H e  was your outs tanding  commander. Company commanders made 
b a t t a l i o n  commanders, i n  Vietnam p a r t i c u l a r l y .  Colonel 
HENDERSON you knew r e a l  we l l .  He had been i n  t h e  br igade 
s i n c e  you had, s o  you knew h i s  f e e l i n g s  and how he operated.  
Now, normally a l l  of us have had t h e  experience t h a t  when a 
s e n i o r  commander comes down on one of  our  people,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
someone t h a t  we t h i n k  a l o t  about ,  and makes an a l l e g a t i o n  
o r  i n q u i r y ,  we s o r t  of f e e l  t h i s  o u t ;  and we know t h a t  our  
commander i s  r e a l l y  s e r i o u s  and something bad i s  going t o  
happen, a t  which t ime we s t a r t  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  a l l  t h e  d a t a  
and t r y  t o  defend t h i s  man, o r  e l s e  we know t h a t  i t ' s  done 
i n  s o r t  of a  h a l f - l i g h t  type  of manner a s  i f  something were 
done bu t  t h e  impl ica t ion  i s  c e r t a i n l y  nothing t o  worry 
about.  I know you t o o  w e l l ,  Colonel BEERS. I know your 
l o y a l t y  t o  your people.  I understand you have obvious loy- 
a l t i e s  t o  former commanders, b u t  would you s t a t e  again t o  
t h e  b e s t  of your r e c o l l e c t i o n  what was r e a l l y  t h e  i m ~ r e s s i o n  
you got  from Colonel HENDERSON, a man you had known f o r  w e l l  
over  a  y e a r ,  a s  t o  what f u t u r e  process  t h i s  t h i n g  was 
going t o  t a k e  o r  -- was t h e r e  an impression i n  your mind 
a s  t o  how s e r i o u s  t h e s e  charges were? I j u s t  b e l i e v e  t h e r e  
must have been? 

A. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  what my impression was t h e r e .  
However, I w i l l  say one t h i n g  about Colonel HENDERSON. He 
does n o t  give ap impression of anxie ty  o r  t h a t  he  i s  thrash-
i n g  and crashing  i n t o  something when I know he i s .  He i s  a 
very ha rd  man t o  read and I d i d  work with him f o r  a long 
time when he was a  br igade  commander and deputy 'br igade  
commander. But,  i n  t a l k i n g  t o  him I have never been a b l e  t o  
f e e l  that--when I d id  something wrong o r  when I d i d  

(BEERS) 15 APP T-40 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 




FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

something r i g h t  I never  g o t  t h e  f e e l i n g  t h a t  I could read 
what he was th ink ing .  I am very s e r i o u s  about t h i s  and 
I am no t  be ing  f a c e t i o u s  i n  any way. And I f e l t  t h e  same 
way when he s a i d  t h i s ,  and I ' m  s u r e  by h i s  mentioning it t o  
m e ,  I know he was t h i n k i n g  about  it and I know t h a t  he was 
looking i n t o  it, o r  he would have never mentioned it t o  m e .  
T h a t ' s  a l l  I can say.  Three weeks l a t e r  w e  were 
going o f f  i n  another  d i r e c t i o n ,  and maybe another  two weeks 
a f t e r  t h a t  MEDINA r e j o i n e d  m e ,  I j u s t  d o n ' t  remember. I 
never g o t  involved i n  it aga in ,  and t h a t  may sound 
r i d i c u l o u s .  I t  sounds r i d i c u l o u s  t o  m e  when I s i t  back he re  
and th ink  about  it, now. I agree  with  you. I f  I would have 
thought a t  t h a t  t i m e  t h a t  it was s e r i o u s  I am s u r e  I would 
have delved i n t o  it. To read  Colonel HENDERSON'S mind--
you have t a l k e d  t o  him. H e  r e a l l y  i s ,  w e l l ,  I d o n ' t  know 
how t o  e x p l a i n  it, b u t  I c a n ' t  read  h i s  mind. I c a n ' t  
r e a l l y  say  what he i s  th ink ing .  

10: I t h i n k  t h e  problem t h a t  M r .  MACCRATE is having 
and a l s o  Colonel FRANKLIN is  your deep sense of s a t i s f a c t i o n  
over  MEDINA1s s e r v i c e  and the  job t h a t  he had done f o r  you. 
On t h e  o t h e r  hand, you r e c e i v e  an a l l e g a t i o n  t h a t  he had 
done something, and when he came back t h i s  had n o t  s u f f i -
c i e n t l y  impressed you t o  spark  a comment l i k e ,  "Say, E rn ie ,  
what eve r  happened t o  t h a t  a l l e g a t i o n ? " ,  o r  "What e v e r  
happened i n  t h a t  s i t u a t i o n ? "  But,  no, nothing happened? 

A. No, sir.  1t-never re -en tered  my mind. I n  my 
mind, it must n o t ' h a v e  been t h a t  I f e l t  t h a t  it was anything 
t h a t  I f e l t  was t r u e .  

MR WEST: Did he e x p l a i n  t h a t  t h e  person k i l l e d  was a 
Vietnamese woman? 

A. No. W e l l ,  I do n o t  know, sir. . I do n o t  r e c a l l  
i f  he t o l d  m e  it was a woman o r  what it was. Since then  I 
have read  t h e  papers  and heard,  I guess ,  t h a t  it was a woman. 

I0 : Did he go i n t o  d e t a i l s  a t  a l l  of t h e  c i rcumstances  
of how t h i s  woman was k i l l e d ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q I 'd  l i k e  f o r  you t o  t e l l  us something, Colonel 
BEERS, about  t h e  t r a i n i n g  of t h e  1 / 2 0  and s p e c i f i c a l l y  C/1/20 
back i n  Hawaii, and then  t h e  t r a i n i n g  t h a t  you rece ived  i n  
country.  I would l i k e  f o r  you t o  focus your a t t e n t i o n  on 
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such t h i n g s  a s  t r a i n i n g  i n  t h e  r u l e s  o f  l a n d  w a r f a r e ,  t h e  
Geneva Conventions,  t h e  hand l ing  of PW's, t h e  t r e a t m e n t  o f  
c i v i l i a n s ,  r u l e s  of engagement, and t h i n g s  of t h i s  
p a r t i c u l a r  ca t ego ry .  Would you do t h a t ,  p l e a s e ?  

A. W e l l ,  it was a  very con fus ing  t r a i n i n g  p e r i o d ,  
sir.  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  I could  e v e r  imagine t h e  Army could g e t  
us i n  a p o s i t i o n  l i k e  t h a t ;  t h e  way we went back and f o r t h ,  
through t h e  t heo ry  t h a t  w e  w e r e  going t o  be  f i l l e d  up and 
t h e n  wouldn ' t  g e t  f i l l e d  up. Then, we went i n t o  t h e  s t a r t i n g  
o u t ,  when we w e r e  o rgan ized ,  and w e  assumed t h a t  w e  w e r e  going 
t o  b e  f i l l e d  up and t h e n  become a  p o r t i o n  of t h e  6 t h  
I n f a n t r y  D iv i s ion .  W e  s t a r t e d  o u r  f i l l  and t h e n  s topped  
immediately and it changed t o  where w e  w e r e  going t o  become 
a s e p a r a t e  b r i g a d e .  W e  mainta ined a l e v e l  of j u s t  be ing  a b l e  
t o  m e e t  o u r  requi rements  as f a r  a s  maintenance was concerned 
w i t h  a l i m i t e d  amount of t a c t i c a l  t r a i n i n g  f o r ,  I d o n ' t  
know how long  it was, probably f o r  t h e  f i r s t  6  o r  7 
months. Then w e  s t a r t e d  t o  g e t  some f i l l  and w e  went up t o  
about 50 p e r c e n t .  Before  t h a t  t ime  some of  my companies 
had been down around 50 o r  60 people .  A s  we s t a r t e d  
o u r  f i l l  and bu i ldup ,  we w e r e  a b l e  t h e n  t o  go through 
f a i r l y  good t r a i n i n g .  W e  o rgan ized ;  we had a l o t  of  squad 
and p l a t o o n  t r a i n i n g ,  n o t  be ing  a b l e  t o  have company t r a i n i n g  
because w e  d i d n ' t  have enough men t o  do it. Then we g o t  
t h e  miss ion  of t r a i n i n g  ou r  own f i l l e r s  and t h e y  s e n t ,  I 
b e l i e v e  1 , 1 0 0  o r  s o ,  A I T ' s  o r  BUT 'S ,  and my b a t t a l i o n  had 
t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  doing a l l  t h i s  t r a i n i n g .  W e  t r a i n e d  
f o r  t h e  e n t i r e  b r igade  and conducted a l l  o f  t h e  A I T  t r a i n i n g  
on t h e  ranges .  W e  gave them t a c t i c a l  t r a i n i n g ,  a s  f a r  as 
t h e  i n f a n t r y  were concerned and some of t h e  a r t i l l e r y .  We 
on ly  gave them smal l  p o r t i o n s  of t h e i r  A I T .  The M P ' s ,  we 
on ly  gave them a smal l  p o r t i o n  of  t h e i r  A I T  because we 
w e r e  n o t  s p e c i a l i z e d  i n  t h a t  a r e a ,  b u t  any o f  t h e  i n f a n t r y -  
t y p e  t r a i n i n g  w e  d i d .  Curing t h i s  t i m e ,  of  c o u r s e ,  C h a r l i e  
Company was a s  involved  as anyone else.  W e  t h e n  k e p t  t h e s e  
f i l l e r s  and w e r e  i n  p r e t t y  good shape and r e a l l y  s t a r t e d  
through o u r  c y c l e  of t r a i n i n g .  We went a l l  t h e  way through 
company and up t o  b a t t a l i o n  t r a i n i n g .  We had e v e r y t h i n g  i n  
t h e  book and w e  p a r t i c u l a r l y  had a l o t  o f  jungle- type 
t r a i n i n g .  Being t h e r e  i n  Hawaii w e  had a  l o t  o f  mountain 
t r a i n i n g .  It w a s n ' t  t h e  t y p e  o f  t r a i n i n g  you g e t  back h e r e  
i n  t h e  S t a t e s  w i t h  company i n  m a s s  and a t t a c k  and maneuver 
of  p l a t o o n s  and s o  on,  and s o  f o r t h .  I t  was b e i n g  t r a i n e d  
t o  go t o  Vietnam. The people  worked a lone .  The company 
commander worked h i s  p l a t o o n s .  I w a s  w i t h  t h e  p l a t o o n s ,  
and I was w i t h  t h e  company commander, and w e  worked t h e  
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e n t i r e  a rea .  We would be o u t  f o r  2 o r  3 days a t  a 
time, and t h i s  w a s  t h e  way we would be a b l e  t o  accomplish 
it. A s  f a r  as  r u l e s  of engagement, we had a l o t  of t roub le  
when we f i r s t  s t a r t e d  t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  ou t  what the  r u l e s  
of engagement were. I th ink  we used t h e  r u l e s  and t augh t  
the  r u l e s  and t augh t  them t o  every man i n  t h e  o rgan iza t ion .  
They d i d n ' t  shoot  unless  they were sho t  a t .  I f  a person 
had a weapon, they could shoot .  I f  a person was avoiding,  
they could shoot.  This information we go t  from t h e  people 
t h a t  were over  i n  Vietnam. We went over t h e r e  on a v i s i t  
t o  Vietnam and t a lked  t o  the  b a t t a l i o n  commanders over  t h e r e ,  
and we had a l o t  of people t h a t  came back. W e  had an SOP 
t h a t  was put  o u t  by t h e  br igade.  I t  was w r i t t e n  based on 
SOP information t h a t  w e  got  from them. We had, before  w e  
l e f t  f o r  Vietnam, a high percentage of t h e  cards  they i s s u e  
over t h e r e ,  and we used them. The people read  them and they  
memorized them and they  understood them. I c a n ' t  remember-- 
The Roger's Rangers card  and-- 

Q I  
 ( In te rpos ing)  id you have t h e  "Nine Rules?" 

A. Yes, s i r .  I ' m  no t  su re  i f  we g o t  t h a t  one 
before we  went over  o r  a f t e r  we a r r i v e d .  We d i d  have some 
t roub le ,  g e t t i n g  f i l l e d .  We brought back a bunch when w e  . 
went over i n  September on a v i s i t .  We reproduced some of 
our  own and we a c t u a l l y  mimeographed pages where we had 
some information and d i d n ' t  have t h e  exac t  cards.  When we 
a r r i v e d  i n  country,  Char l ie  Company i n  p a r t i c u l a r  went i l l  

f i r s t .  The 3d Brigade, 4 th  Divis ion,  I be l i eve  it was, 
was the  br igade t h a t  was t h e r e  and we replaced  them a t  An 
Thinh and a t  Duc Pho. I th ink  t h a t ' s  the  one. Colonel--

I 0 : ( In te rpos ing)  Colonel WEIR? 

A. Yes, sir.  Colonel WEIR was the  man i n  charge 
t h e r e  and they had a t r a i n i n g  c e n t e r  t h a t  Char l ie  Company 
went through, the  i n i t i a l  company t o  go through. This 
was t h e  same type t h i n g  t h a t  t h e  d i v i s i o n  l a t e r  had, and I 
guess t h e  d i v i s i o n  had a t  t h a t  time f o r  b a s i c s  when they  came 
through. But t h i s  was Colonel WEIR 'S  u n i t  and they ran  
C h a r r ~ ~ .Company through a l l  t he  phases of opera t ions  i n  
Vietnam: booby t r a p s ,  and again ,  handling POW'S ,  showing 
everything t h a t  the  experienced people t h e r e  i n  Vietnam could 
show the  new people coming i n .  Char l ie  Company commander 
I d o n ' t  be l i eve  had time t o  go o u t  with any o t h e r  company 
commanders, b u t  l a t e r  on some of t h e  people d i d  have a 
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chance t o  go with some of t h e  4th of t h e  3d. Char l i e  
Company, I--Our f i n a l  phase of t h e  operat ion--

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  You meant 3d of t h e  4 th  i n s t e a d  o f  
4 th  of t h e  3d, d i d n ' t  you? The 3d Brigade of t h e  4 th  
I n f a n t r y ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. W e  had t h e  4 t h  of t h e  3d att tali on. 
T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  The f i n a l  phase,  be fo re  w e  went i n t o  o p e r a t i o n s ,  
Char l i e  Company had i t s  a i rmobi le  t r a i n i n g  and combat a s s a u l t s  
which was conducted again by t h e  a v i a t i o n  people.  A l l  of  t h e  
t r a i n i n g  t h a t  they  had, I guess ,  l a s t e d  about 10 or  1 2  days.  

Q. Did you see much of  t h a t  t r a i n i n g ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. Y e s ,  sir. I c a n ' t  say t h a t  I s a w  it 
a l l ,  b u t  I s a w  a good percentage of it. 

Q- I wonder about your apprec ia t ion  of i t ?  W a s  it 
a h igh  quali t- ;  t r a i n i n g  they  received? 

A. I t h i n k  it w a s ,  s ir ,  and I b e l i e v e  my people 
apprec ia ted  it. I know t h a t  I made t h e  comment t h a t  they  
p a i d  a l o t  more a t t e n t i o n  t h e r e  than  they  d i d  when w e  w e r e  
back t r y i n g  t o  g ive  them t r a i n i n g  i n  t h e  jungie  warfare  
c e n t e r  because they r e a l i z e d  t h e n  t h a t  it was r e a l l y  s e r i o u s  
and w e  w e r e  r e a l l y  t h e r e .  They p a i d  a t t e n t i o n .  

Q- I remember one phase of that t r a i n i n g  t h a t  might 
have impressed them and t h a t  was perhaps pu t  on by Major 
CROSBY and t h a t  was c a l l e d ,  "Hole Hunting. " 

A. Y e s ,  sir.  I donst know about  Major CROSBY, b u t  
I do know t h a t  they  d id  g e t  t h a t  and t h e r e  was a colonel--
It s t a r t s  wi th  "T"--

Q ( In te rpos ing)  TILLER? Norman TILLER? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. He wrote a book on t h e  s u b j e c t  which 
I had taken back t o  Hawaii from Vietnam when I was over  
t h e r e  i n  t h e  summer. I had been around t o  a l l  of t h e s e  
p laces  and t r i e d  t o  pass  on a s  much of t h i s  information a s  
I could. They had a r e a l  good t r a i n i n g  program t h e r e .  

Q This  d i v i s i o n ,  as you know, had been ass igned t o  
m e ,  t h e  4th I n f a n t r y  Divis ion.  Adminis t ra t ive ly  they  w e r e  
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under me, b u t  o p e r a t i o n a l l y  they were rmder t h e  Americal 
Divis ion.  So I know a l i t t l e  about it because I was t h e r e  
f o r  t h e  change of command ceremony and th ings  l i k e  t h a t .  
I know Norm TILLER and t h e s e  people very w e l l .  I would be  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n t e r e s t e d  though t o  g e t  back on t h i s  p o i n t  on 
t h e  r u l e s  of l and  war fa re ,  t h e  Geneva Convention, t h e  t r e a t -
ment of c i v i l i a n s ,  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  of PW's ,  and t h i s  s o r t  of 
t h i n g .  Do you remember t h a t  t r a i n i n g  which they  received? 

A. A s  f a r  a s  t h e  con ten t  o r  t h e  l e n g t h  of t ime,  no, 
s i r .  

& Do you r e c a l l  somebody coming down from t h e  ' 

America1 judge advocate o f f i c e  and g iv ing  a course on t h i s  
o r  perhaps an i n t r o d u c t i o n  by t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander? 

A .  I b e l i e v e  t h i s  was a por t ion  of it, b u t  I am n o t  
s u r e  who it was. I am no t  su re  when General KOSTER was 
t h e r e ,  b u t  I do know t h a t  General KOSTER was down and of 
course ,  I do know t h a t  General RYDER, t h e  a s s i s t a n t  d i v i s i o n  
commander a t  t h a t  t ime,  went down and v i s i t e d  t h e  t r a i n i n g .  

Q a L e t  me ask you a ques t ion .  You had been i n  
t h i s  br igade  f o r  a long t ime. You had seen t h i s  br igade  
under Colonel HENDERSON when it was f i r s t  formed and you 
were a l s o  i n  t h e  br igade  a s  a b a t t a l i o n  commander when it 
was taken over  by General LIPSCOMB. How was General LIPSCOMB 
i n  c o n t r o l l i n g  t h i s  b a t t a l i o n  and e s t a b l i s h i n g  high s tandards  
and performance? 

A .  Well, I considered him a top-notch man. H e  
demanded p e r f e c t i o n  and t h a t  i s  what he  expected o r  you d i d n ' t  
s t a y  around. He was always i n  t h e  f i e l d  and he was always 
wi th  t h e  t r o o p s .  :I: was always on t h e  ranges and he  was 
always ou t  on Saturday morning inspec t ions  and doing t h e  
i n s p e c t i n g  h imsel f .  I considered t h a t  he had done a f i n e  
job a s  f a r  a s  I can r a t e  a man. General HAY was t h e r e  too .  
I considered both of them a s  doing a tremendous job. 

Q. John HAY? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. H e  i s  a t  Leavenworth now. 

Q Who l a t e r  took over  what? 

A.  The 1st Divison. He l e f t  and got  promoted t o  
Major General. 
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Q =  But  a s  a b a t t a l i o n  commander and an exper ienced  
b a t t a l i o n  commander you f e l t  t h a t  General  LIPSCOMB r e a l l y  
had h o l d  of t h e  s i t u a t i o n  and had h igh  s t a n d a r d s  and go t  o u t  
and saw t h e  people  and r e a l l y - -

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Y e s ,  s i r .  Abso lu t e ly ,  sir .  A s  a 
matter of  f a c t  I h a t e d  t o  s e e  him l e a v e  a t  t h e  t ime because 
I r e a l l y  a p p r e c i a t e d  t h e  job he  was doing.  T h i s  i s  no th ing  
a g a i n s t  Colonel  HENDERSON because h e  d i d  a good job ,  t o o .  
H e  had been around s o  long--

Q ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  You g o t  used t o  him? 

A. T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  

COL FRANKLIN: The s o l d i e r s  t h a t  went t o  Vietnam i n  C 
Company, how long  had they  been i n  your  b a t t a l i o n  back i n  
Hawaii? I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  an i d e a  of when t h e  l a s t  of them, 
or  t h e  bu lk  of  them, a r r i v e d ,  and about  how many months t h a t  
t h e y  would hai-2 had of t r a i n i n g .  

A.  W e l l ,  I took my b a t t a l i o n  ATT on 30 June 1 9 6 7 .  
Tha t  w a s  a f t e r  w e  f i n i s h e d  up w i t h  t h e  A I T  and s o  f o r t h .  
I remember an announcement t h a t  t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade was going 
t o  be  ready t o  go by 1 J u l y  and I w a s  t h e  l a s t  b a t t a l i o n  t o  
t a k e  i t s  b a t t a l i o n  ATT and t h a t  i s  why I remember t h e  day. 
W e  w e r e  i n  p r e t t y  darn good shape by t h e n .  A f t e r  t h a t  t ime 
w e  g o t  some new ones i n  and t h e  p r o f i l e  people  went o u t .  
I would say  a t  t h a t  t i m e  we were probably up around 100 
p e r c e n t  a t  t h e  end of  J u l y  o r  a t  t h e  end of  June.  I t  drop-
ped o f f  and w e  l o s t  some people .  Then, w e  go t  a few people  
i n  a l l  t h e  t i m e ,  b u t  no mass i n p u t .  

Q So, t h e  bu lk  o f  C h a r l i e  Company's peop le  had been 
t h e r e  a t  l eas t  p r i o r  t o  June  of 1967 o r  somewhere i n  t h a t  
p e r i o d ?  

A .  I t h i n k  a h igh  percen tage  o f  them t h a t  went over-
s e a s  w i th  us w e r e  t h e r e  by 1 J u l y .  

Q How d i d  C h a r l i e  Company do on t h e  ATT? 

A. I c a n ' t  remember t h e  e x a c t  s c o r e  t h e y  g o t ,  b u t  
I know they  d i d  darn w e l l  because t h i s  was p a r t ' o f  t h e  p o i n t  
s c o r e  system t h a t  w e  had and w a s  added i n t o  t h e  company-of-
the-month, b u t  whether t hey  won t h a t  month I d o n ' t  know. 
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I would s a y  t h a t  e i t h e r  Bravo Company o r  C h a r l i e  Company 
came o u t  f i r s t  on t h e  ATT. One o r  t h e  o t h e r  would have 
been second. 

Q I hea rd  somewhere t h a t  t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade deployed
e a r l i e r  t h e n  they  expec ted .  Is t h i s  t r u e  a s  f a r  a s  your  
b a t t a l i o n  was concerned? Were t h e r e  t h i n g s  c u t  o u t  o f  
t r a i n i n g  t h a t  you a n t i c i p a t e d  g iv ing?  

A. .No. I don 't t h i n k  so .  I unders tood o r i g i n a l l y  
t h a t  we w e r e  supposed t o  go ove r  i n  February.  I was hoping 
t o  go e a r l i e r  because I had been i n  command s o  long  I w a s  
a f r a i d  I w a s n ' t  going t o  go, s o  I don'  t know i f  we l e f t - -
Th i s  was on ly  a rumor t h a t  I had. I heard  t h a t  w e  were 
going on 1 December and t h a t  i s  when we went o r  I went. 

Q. Were you i n  p r e t t y  good shape as f a r  a s  your  
s e r g e a n t s  went? 

A. No. W e  were n o t  i n  good shape a s  f a r  a s  noncom-
missioned o f f i c e r s .  W e  were h u r t i n g  on E-6's  and E-5's.  A 
l o t  of  t h e  people  t h a t  I had w e r e  " a c t i n g "  a s  f a r  as E-5's ,  
and C h a r l i e  Company and a l l  t h e  res t  of  them w e r e  t h e  same 
way. 

Q = You s a i d  t h a t  Captain  MEDINA w a s  a f i n e  commander. 
You've been around t h e  i n f a n t r y  a long  t i m e .  Would you 
s a y  t h a t  C Company, when they  go t  o f f  t h e  s h i p s ,  and I assume 
you went by s h i p s  o r  a i r p l a n e s ,  w a s  a combat- t ra ined,  w e l l -
d i s c i p l i n e d ,  we l l - l ed  company? 

A. We f lew i n .  C h a r l i e  Company f lew i n ,  t h e  
m a j o r i t y  o f  it on one a i r c r a f t .  I cons ide red  it as t h e  
b e s t  company i n  t h e  Army a t  t h e  t ime .  They w e r e  ready t o  
go and t h a t ' s  why they  w e r e  t h e  f i r s t  company t o  go. 

Q. One f i n a l  q u e s t i o n ,  Colonel  BEERS. You know, 
w e ' r e  always t a l k i n g  about " h e a r t s  and minds" and t h e  
d i f f i c u l t y  o f  f i g h t i n g  over  t h e r e .  Was t h i s  something t h a t  
was a major s t r e s s  throughout  your  t r a i n i n g ?  I mean, obviously 
you were i n t e r e s t e d  i n  your  t a c t i c s  and t h e  rest of  t h i s ,  
b u t  d i d  you have t h e  f e e l i n g  you w e r e  p r e p a r i n g  your people  
f o r  t h e  d i f f i c u l t  t y p e  of war t hey  are going t o  f i g h t  and 
s e p a r a t i n g  t h e  VC and noncombatants and t h e  r e s t  o f  t h i s  
t h i n g ?  T h i s  " h e a r t s  and minds" b u s i n e s s  t h a t  you have 
hea rd  thousands of  t i m e s ,  was t h i s  an i n t e g r a l  p a r t  o f  your  
t r a i n i n g ?  Do you f e e l  t h a t  t h e  men- in  C Company hea rd  t h i s  
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people  t h a t  had r e t u r n e d  from Vietnam, be  it a t  a b a r  o r  
i n  a c lassroom, and you w i l l  g e t  5,000 d i f f e r e n t  answers 
of  what goes on i n  an a r e a  and what you a r e  supposed t o  do. 
T h i s  i s  what I meant by t h a t .  When I go t  over  t h e r e  I 
found o u t  g e n e r a l l y  how t h e  people  conducted themselves .  
I found o u t  t h a t  they had t h e s e  l i t t l e  c a r d s  t h a t  we d i d n ' t  
know about  b e f o r e ,  W e  had hea rd  about them, b u t  had never  
s een  them b e f o r e .  This  i s  what I was t a l k i n g  about .  

Q You were ,  wh i l e  you were i n  ~ a w a i i ,p r e p a r i n g  
your  b r igade  t o  go t o  Vietnam. Is t h a t  r i g h t ?  

A. W e  were hope fu l  t o  go t o  Vietnam. Our miss ion 
was t o  be  t h e  USARPAC r e s e r v e .  I say  "we." I was one of  
t h e  people  t h a t  was hope fu l  t o  go t o  Vietnam. That  was n o t  
o u r  pr imary miss ion though.  Our miss ion was t o  be USARPAC 
r e s e r v e .  We t r a i n e d  p r i m a r i l y  f o r  t h e  t y p e  o p e r a t i o n s  t h a t  
w e  would have i n  Vietnam. 

10: Colonel  BEERS, b e f o r e  we conclude t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  
s e s s i o n  o f  t h e  h e a r i n g ,  i f  you have any a d d i t i o n a l  i n f o r -
mation t h a t  you would l i k e  t o  p rov ide ,  o r  i f  you have any 
q u e s t i o n i n g  a s  a m a t t e r  of  c l a r i f i c a t i o n ,  we would g i v e  
you t h i s  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  do s o  a t  t h i s  t i m e .  

A. S i r ,  I wish I had some informat ion  t h a t  I cou ld  
g ive  t o  h e l p  t h e s e  people  and t h i s  committee a l s o  because 
I f e e l  deep ly  toward everyone t h a t  i s  involved  i n  it. I 
a s s u r e  you t h a t  i f  I knew anyth ing  o r  i f  I could  remember 
anyth ing  I would t e l l  you o r  I would have t o l d  you b e f o r e  and 
I would have g o t  t h e  word t o  you. 

Q W e  would. ask t h a t  from what you r e c e i v e d  h e r e  
i n  t e r m s  of  an a d d i t i o n a l  x e f r e s h e r  and so on t h a t  i f  any 
o f  t h e s e  b i t s  and p i e c e s  of t h i s  puzz l e  s t a r t  f a l l i n g  i n t o  
p l a c e  i n  your  mind, we would a p p r e c i a t e  your  g e t t i n g  i n  
touch w i t h  t h i s  o f f i c e  s o  t h a t  you could come down and 
g i v e  us t h i s  i n fo rma t ion .  

A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  i f  you f i n d  t h a t  you have some 
maps o r  pho tos ,  memos, d i r e c t i v e s ,  o r  any th ing  which would 
p e r t a i n  t o  t h e  purpose cf +-hisi n v e s t i g a t . i s n ,  w e  would Like 
very much t o  have t h o s e .  

The o t h e r  t h i n g  t h a t  I would l i k e  t o  c a u t i o n  you 
about b e f o r e  l e a v i n g  h e r e ,  a g a i n ,  i s  t h a t  w e  d i r e c t  t h a t  
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you n o t  t a l k  t o  o t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l s  concerning t h i s  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and s p e c i f i c a l l y  t h e  people t h a t  may be 
c a l l e d  t o  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  and t h a t  you a r e  no t  t o  t a l k  t o  
anybody about t h i s  unless  i t ' s  on o f f i c i a l  duty a s  may 
be requ i red  before  an appropr ia t e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e ,  j u d i c i a l ,  
o r  l e g i s l a t i v e  body. 

This hea r ing  w i l l  r ecess  a t  t h i s  t ime. 

(The hear ing  recessed a t  1737 hours ,  23 
December 1969. ) 
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(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  0920 hour s ,  9  February 1970 .) 

I0: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR : The fo l lowing  named persons  a r e  p r e s e n t :  

FRANKLIN, 
LTG PEERS, MR WEST, MR MACCRATE, MR WALSH, 

LTC PIAHAFFEY, NAJ ZYCHOWSKI and M A J  LYNN. 
COL 

Edward D .  
. S i r ,  t h e  h e a r i n g  r e c a l l s  L ieu t enan t  Colonel  
BEERS. 

(LTC BEERS, was r e c a l l e d  a s  a  w i t n e s s ,  adv ised  t h a t  h e  w a s  
s t i l l  under o a t h ,  and t e s t i f i e d  a s  fo l lows: )  

RCDR: Colonel  BEERS, you a r e  reminded t h a t  you are 
s t i l l  under o a t h  b e f o r e  t h i s  h e a r i n g .  

I0: Since  w e  l a s t  t a l k e d  t o  you on 2 3  December of  
l a s t  y e a r ,  we've t a l k e d  t o  a l a r g e  number of w i t n e s s e s  from 
t h e  America1 Div i s ion  h e a d q u a r t e r s ,  Task Force Barker ,  
va r ious  b a t t a l i o n s  w i t h i n  t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade and numerous 
people  i n  t h e  companies of Task Force Barker i t s e l f .  I n  
a d d i t i o n ,  we've t a l k e d  t o  a few Vietnamese and Vietnamese 
o f f i c i a l s ,  t h e  ARVN, and a l s o  some people  who were on t h e  
scene  on t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  day. So we know a g r e a t  d e a l  
more about what t r a n s p i r e d  a t  Son My and i n  t h e  i n v e s t i -  
g a t i o n  of t h e  i n c i d e n t  t han  we d i d  when we t a l k e d  t o  you. 
We i n t e n d  no t  t o  l e a v e  a s i n g l e  s t o n e  un turned ,  and i f  
t h e r e  i s  any s t a t emen t  made t h a t  i s  i n  c o n f l i c t ,  t o  t h e  
b e s t  of  o u r  a b i l i t y  we want t o  g e t  i t  s t r a i g h t e n e d  o u t  so 
t h a t  t h e  r eco rd  w i l l  read c l e a n .  You appeared on 2 3  
December t o  p rov ide  tes t imony.  We've heard  some tes t imony 
s i n c e  t h a t  t ime  t h a t  has  i n d i c a t e d  you 've  dolle c e r t a i n  
t h i n g s  which we f e l t  would be  neces sa ry  t o  recheck w i t h  
you t o  make it a m a t t e r  of r eco rd .  A s  you w e l l  r e a l i z e ,  
t h i s  r e p o r t ,  when it i s  permanently f i l e d ,  w i l l  become 
a  m a t t e r  of r e c o r d  w i t h  t h e  Na t iona l  Archives and we want 
t o  make s u r e ,  t o  t h e  b e s t  of ou r  a b i l i t y ,  t h a t  we have 
eve ry th ing  s t r a i g h t e n e d  o u t  t h a t  we can p o s s i b l y  s t r a i g h -  
t e n  ou t .  T h i s  morning I am going t o  ask M r .  WEST t o  go 
a long wi-cn ~ n ey ~ e s ~ i v ~ ~ i ~ i ~Ne d i l l  SLOP froin tine t o~ I L C ;  
t ime s o  t h a t  o t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l s  w i t h i n  t h e  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  
team can a.sk any q u e s t i o n s  t h a t  t hey  would c a r e  t o  a sk .  
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MR WEST: Colonel BEERS, included i n  t h e  testimony which 
we received s i n c e  you were l a s t  he re ,  t h e r e  i s  testimony 
t h a t  you, during t h e  Son My opera t ion ,  which included t h e  
a s s a u l t  on what 's  known a s  My Lai ( 4 ) ,  and which continued 
on l a t e r  i n  t h e  a reas  over towards t h e  China Sea,  during 
t h a t  ope ra t ion ,  e i t h e r  on t h e  f i r s t  day o r  perhaps on t h e  
second day, you came i n  by h e l i c o p t e r  and v i s i t e d  with 
Captain MEDINA on t h e  ground. One of t h e  wi tnesses  s a i d  
t h a t  he was t o l d  t h a t  you chewed Captain MEDINA o u t  p r e t t y  
badly.  Afterwards he seemed worried. Could you t e l l  us 
about t h i s ?  

A. I Id l i k e  t o  say ,  t h a t  s i n c e  I was here pre-
viously I have been quizzed by numerous people,  inc luding  
t h e  C I  and o t h e r s  who have brought some of t h e s e  th ings  
t o  my a t t e n t i o n .  I have been ab le  t o  r e f r e s h  some da tes  
t h a t  I know of now. For example, I do know t h a t  on t h e  
19th  which was t h e  f i n a l  day t h a t  I moved--that was t h e  
19th  of March--the day t h a t  my u n i t  became a t t ached  
t o  t h e  196th,  I know from my own r e c o l l e c t i o n  t h a t  t h e  
day before  t h a t ,  t h e  18 th ,  we had a s p l i t  move. We 
moved up t o  go t o  t h e  196th. A por t ion  of my u n i t  
moved t o  t h e  196th.  I flew up t h e r e  and I t a l k e d  
t o  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  commander on t h a t  day. I t ' s  very 
poss ib le ,  because I normally stopped and saw Captain 
MEDINA o r  Colonel BARKER o r  a t  l e a s t  checked i n  by 
rad io ,  and i t ' s  very poss ib le  t h a t  I stopped and saw 
Captain MEDINA on t h e  18th .  Also, I know t h a t  about t h e  
15th  o r  16th  I flew up t o  t h e  196th a rea  and I could 
have poss ib ly  stopped o f f  and seen him on t h a t  day. A s  
f a r  a s  s topping and chewing out  Captain MEDINA about 
anything, I have no r e c o l l e c t i o n  of t h a t .  I do know t h a t  
on numerous occasions I stopped t o  t a l k  t o  him. I t a l k e d  
t o  him, I mean i n  t h a t  a rea .  A s  I s a i d  previous ly ,  I th ink  
I was always up t h e r e  about once a week o r  about every 
LO days o r  s o  I stopped t o  see  him. I do remember f l y i n g  
i n ,  s e t t i n g  down. I was alone a s  I r e c a l l  ,. and t a l k e d  
t o  him, bu t  I do no t  remember anything about chewing him 
ou t .  I don' t know t h e  exact  day, but  it was sometime i n  
t h a t  time frame. One of those two t r i p s  I made n o r t h ,  I 
stopped and t a l k e d  t o  him, but  I do n o t  r e c a l l  eve r  chewing 
h i m  out .  I c a n ' t  say t h a t .  I c a n ' t  say t h a t  I never 
chewed him o u t .  During t h a t  per iod  of time --
Q ( In terpos ing)  One witness  s t a t e d  t h a t  r a t h e r  
c l e a r l y  and he seemed t o  know who you were. He s a i d  t h a t  
you came i n  i n  a bubble top .  This was on t h e  16th--
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A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I came i n  i n  a bubble  t op?  Does 
t h i s  mean a H-13, an LOII? 

Q *  That 's t h e  tes t imony . 
A. . W e l l ,  I - -
Q ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )  I want you to know. 

A. . R i g h t ,  s ir .  

Q. Thi s  occu r red  a f t e r  t h e  1st Pla toon  o f  C/1/20 had 
passed  through My L a i  ( 4 )  and se t  up t h e i r  p o s i t i o n  on t h e  
o t h e r  s i d e .  You f lew i n  some 15 minutes l a t e r ,  came i n  i n  
a bubble  t o p .  Capta in  MEDINA and someone else went up t o  
t a l k  t o  you. Would t h i s  h e l p  your  m m ~ r y ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  I never  f lew i n t o  Capta in  MEDINA' s  
a r e a  i n  a  bubble  t o p .  I w a s  never  i n  a LOH i n  t h a t  area 
and I w a s  never  i n  a H-13 i n  t h a t  a r e a ,  i f  w e  shou ld  have 
had any of t h o s e ,  i f  t h a t  i s  what t hey  are r e f e r r i n g  t o .  

Q Then perhaps  t h e  o t h e r  tes t imony i s  a l i t t l e  
more r e l i a b l e .  T h i s  was t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  you came i n t o  
t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  a r e a  du r ing  t h e  l a s t  days o f  t h e  o p e r a t i o n ,  
which would p o s s i b l y  t i e  i n  w i t h  t h e  18 th .  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  This  i s  very p o s s i b l e .  

Q- This  i s  t h e  w i t n e s s  who t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  you
chewed MEDINA o u t  p r e t t y  bad ly  t h a t  day. Of cou r se ,  o u r  
i n t e r e s t  i s ,  what w a s  t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q We are t a l k i n g  about  what happened t h e r e  a t  
Son My o r  My La i  ( 4 ) .  

A .  No. I never  d i s c u s s e d  anyth ing  about  any oper-
a t i o n s  w i t h  him t h e r e .  When I t a l k e d  t o  Capta in  MEDINA a t  
anytime, I t a l k e d  t o  him about  h i s  people  and how h e  w a s  
doing. I f  h e  had any t r o u b l e s  o r  i f  t h e r e  was any th ing  
I could  do f o r  him. H e  would normakly tell me how h i s  

(BEERS) 28 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

APP T-40 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


people were working, and how he was doing when he was on 
an opera t ion ,  and give me a l i t t l e  s h o r t  b r i e f i n g  where 
h i s  p la toons  were a t  t h e  t i m e .  But t h e r e  was never any 
d i scuss ion  - - it wasn ' t  r e a l l y  my bus iness  t o  develop 
h i s  opera t ions  with him. I might have changed t h e  way 
he  was doing it. 

Q. W e l l ,  a t  t h i s  t i m e  it was p r e t t y  widely known 
throughout t h e  a rea  t h a t  something p r e t t y  t e r r i b l e  had 
happened a t  Thuan Yen on t h e  morning o f  t h e  16th .  Per-
haps 300 Vietnamese people had been k i l l e d  by Char l i e  
Company. I can well  imagine i f  t h i s  had reached your 
ears you would have been around t o  s e e  Captain MEDINA 
and t a l k e d  t o  him? 

A. Y e s ,  sir,  T h a t ' s  r i g h t ,  sir. I f  it had 
reached my e a r s  I c e r t a i n l y  would have been. I never 
heard anything about 300 people being k i l l e d .  

Q. Le.k's make it 200 o r  100? 

A. I never heard anything about any l a r g e  number 
of people being k i l l e d .  A s  I s a i d  p rev ious ly ,  I heard 
t h a t  Captain MEDINA - - Well, t h i s  was a f t e r  t h e  18 th  
of March. I have no knowledge of anything on t h e  per iod  
16 t o  19 March t h a t  t h e r e  was anything going on,  

Q - On t h e  18th  when you say t h a t  you perhaps 
t a l k e d  t o  him, what was t h e  s u b j e c t  of your d iscuss ions?  

A. S i r ,  I can 't remember. I t  would have been 
a d i scuss ion ,  a s  I s a i d  p rev ious ly ,  what we always d i s -  
cussed about. I would have t o l d  him where we were going, 
having j u s t  been up t o  t h e  area .  One t h i n g  w e  always 
d iscussed  i s  t h a t  I was t r y i n g  t o  g e t  him back i n  t h e  out- 
f i t  and t h i s  would have been one s u b j e c t  t h a t  we always 
d iscussed ,  wanting t o  g e t  back t o  t h e  b a t t a l i o n .  

10: Do you r e c a l l  where Char l i e  Company was 
loca ted  a t  t h e  time o r  what t i m e  of day it was? 

A. No, sir.  No, s ir .  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  I e v e r  
saw Captain MEDINA a t  Uptight.  I stopped i n  a t  Uptight 
on two o r  t h r e e  occasions.  When I saw Captain MEDINA, i t  
was normally i n  t h e  f i e l d .  I never  used a map when 
I w a s  i n  t h e  a rea .  I went i n  by smoke. 
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Q You knew where t h e  a r e a  c a l l e d  P i n k v i l l e  
was loca ted?  (Po in t ing  t o  MAP-1, coordina tes  725800 .) 

A. Yes, s ir .  I know. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q Generally (po in t ing)? 

A. Yes, s ir .  I n  t h e  a rea  down by t h e  r i v e r ,  
yes ,  sir. 

Q Char l i e  Company laagered  down i n  he re  on 
t h e  n i g h t  of t h e  17th  and they were moving n o r t h ,  t o  
be e x t r a c t e d  somewhere i n  t h i s  a r e a  on t h e  af te rnoon 
of t h e  18 th .  Do you remember going i n t o  t h a t  a rea?  

A. No, sir.  I cannot say ,  s i r ,  i f  it was i n  
t h a t  a rea  o r  not .  I j u s t  d i d  no t  use a map. I d i d n ' t  
even have a map of t h e  a r e a ,  sir.  I j u s t  knew my people 
and they  j u s t  guided me i n .  I t  wasn ' t  my a r e a  of oper-
a t i o n .  

10: I have nothing f u r t h e r .  

MR MACCTATE: Colonel BEERS, i n  what type  of a i r c r a f t  
d i d  you make t h e s e  t r i p s ?  

A.  I was normally i n  a Huey, sir. I was a l -
ways i n  a Huey, s i r ,  when I stopped i n .  The model, I 
c a n ' t  a t t e s t  t o .  I t  may have been an H model. 

Q By whom were you customarily accompanied? 

A. I normally flew by myself. W e  had people 
g e t t i n g  s h o t  a t .  Sometimes my S3 would go wi th  me. 

Q. What a v i a t i o n  u n i t  provided your p lane?  

A.  A t  t h a t  t ime,  when I was i n  t h e  sou th ,  
it was t h e  174th,  sir.  

Q Major GIBSON 's unit? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. I b e l i e v e  t h a t ' s  t h e  174th ,  sir. 
I ' m  no t  s u r e .  
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Q And it would have been an a i r c r a f t  o u t  of  Duc 
Pho? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q Did you genera l ly  have t h e  same p i l o t ?  

A. No, sir. 

Did you j u s t  t a k e  what you got?  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  We were j u s t  given p i l o t s  by who 
w a s  a v a i l a b l e ,  depending upon t h e  p r i o r i t y  of our  mission 
t h a t  day. Sometimes we wouldn ' t  g e t  one u n t i l  l a t e r  i n  
t h e  day. 

Q. Did you have any b r i e f i n g ,  o t h e r  then  your 
v i s i t s  t o  Captain MEDINA on what Task Force Barker might 
be doing o r  what Char l i e  Comapny had accomplished? 

A. A t  what pe r iod ,  s i r ?  

Q. During t h i s  per iod?  

A. During t h e  per iod  of t ime,  I cannot say .  I 
had one b r i e f i n g  by Major CALHOUN. This  was t h e  f i r s t  
time I stopped a t  LZ Dot t i e  and got  out  of my h e l i c o p t e r  
and went i n  t o  s e e  what t h e i r  TOC was l i k e .  Major CALHOUN 
j u s t  gave me a rough b r i e f i n g  on what w a s  going on. Colo-
n e l  BARKER wasn ' t  t h e r e  a t  t h e  t i m e .  H e  showed m e  t h e  
a rea  and t h i s  was t h e  e x t e n t  of t h e  b r i e f i n g .  He showed 
m e  where t h e  u n i t s  were and where t h e  minef ie lds  were 
p a r t i c u l a r l y .  H e  showed me how bad t h e  minef ie lds  w e r e  
throughout t h e  a r e a ;  t h e  ones t h a t  they  had spo t t ed .  

Q =  When d i d  you f i r s t  l e a r n  t h a t  on 16 March 
Task Force Barker had had t h e  b i g g e s t  ope ra t ion  t h a t  t h e  
11 th  Brigade had had s i n c e  it had e n t e r e d  country? 

A. A s  far as t h e  number of  people t h a t  it had 
k i l l e d ?  

Q - Y e s ?  
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A. I be l i eve  it was a t  t h e  b r i e f i n g .  I t  was a 
br igade b r i e f i n g .  I t  must have been j u s t  be fo re  I went 
nor th .  I t  was probably a day a f t e r  t h i s  happened t h a t  
I a t tended a b r i e f i n g  up a t  br igade  and they  went over 
t h e  opera t ion .  

Q So t h a t  i t  would be your r e c o l l e c t i o n  t h a t  
t h i s  occurred before  o r  a f t e r  you v i s i t e d  Captain MEDINA? 

A .  I don' t know, sir.  I r e a l l y  d o n ' t  know. 

Q. You s t a t e d  t h a t  you never d iscussed  anything
about h i s  opera t ions  with him and I f i n d  t h i s  j u s t  in-
comprehensible. To go out  and t a l k  with a company com-
mander t h a t  i s  on t h i s  s p e c i a l  detached assignment with 
a t a s k  fo rce ,  and n o t  t a l k  t o  him about what h e  i s  ac-
complishing and g e t  a p r e t t y  good i d e a  about what i s  
going on i n  t h e  immediate p a s t  - -
A.  ( In te rpos ing)  I th ink  you misunderstood me 
when I s a i d  I d i d n ' t  g e t  involved i n  h i s  opera t ions .  
A s  I s a i d ,  Captain MEDINA would give me a quick b r i e f i n g ,  
o r a l  b r i e f i n g  on what w a s  going on. What I d i d n ' t  g e t  
i n  on was a d i scuss ion  with Captain MEDINA a s  t o  how 
many men d i d  you k i l l  yes terday ,  how many weapons d i d  
you g e t .  I was no t  involved i n  body counts .  I d i d n ' t  
r e a l l y  r e l i s h  t h e  whole th ing .  I f  t h i s  was a s u b j e c t  
I was supposed t o  b e  d i scuss ing ,  I d i d n ' t  do it ,  sir.  
This i s  what I mean by I d i d n ' t  g e t  involved i n  h i s  
opera t ions  and a l l  of h i s  s t a t i s t i c s .  I was always 
involved wi th  him a s  f a r  a s  how h i s  u n i t  was g e t t i n g  
along and how h i s  people were g e t t i n g  along and what 
problems d i d  he have i n  t h e  f i e l d s .  I d i d  d i scuss  
t h i s  wi th  him. 

99 But t h i s  i s  immediately a f t e r  t h e  b i g g e s t
opera t ion  they had had. Was Captain MEDINA completely 
q u i e t  about i t ?  H e  wasn ' t  boas t ing  about i t ?  H e  
wasn ' t  saying what a s u c e s s f u l  day they had? 

A .  Not t o  my knowledge, sir.  I never heard 
anybody b o a s t  t o  me about t h e  'number of people they  
k i l l e d  on an opera t ion  o r  how many they planned on 
k i l l i n g  on an opera t ion .  
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Q- This  was j u s t  a r o u t i n e  r e a c t i o n  on t h e  p a r t  
of Captain MEDINA and nothing had gone on o r  he  had nothing 
of  s p e c i a l  importance t o  t a l k  t o  you about one way o r  t h e  
o the r?  Is t h a t  your testimony? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. I ' m  n o t  e x a c t l y  s u r e  what day I 
was i n  t h e r e .  I f  I were i n  t h e r e  on t h e  18th t a l k i n g  
t o  Captain MEDINA t h i s  would have been 2 days a f t e r  
t h e  opera t ion ,  s o  I d o n ' t  know. I never  got  i n t o  a d i s -
cussion wi th  Captain MEDINA about k i l l i n g  a 100 o r  200 
o r  300 people.  

Q. That i s n ' t  my ques t ion  t o  you and you ' r e  
t u r n i n g  it around t o  put it i n  those  terms. I c a n ' t  
b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h i s  i s n ' t  t h e  kind of conversa t ion  t h a t  
one would remember happening a t  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  p o i n t  
i n  t i m e  w i th  what had been and was going on a t  t h a t  
time? 

1 

A. Y e s ,  sir. I agree.  I f  t h e r e  had been a 
d i scuss ion  of t h i s  type  I th ink  I would have remembered 
it. I agree  wi th  you, i f  t h a t  w a s  your ques t ion ,  b u t  
I do n o t  r e c a l l  having a  d i scuss ion .  

Q- I t h i n k ,  sir ,  i f  you sea rch  your r e c o l l e c t i o n  
you can t e l l  us more than you have t o l d  us.  T h a t ' s  my 
fee l ing .  

A. S i r ,  I w i l l  t e l l ,  and I have t o l d  every- 
t h i n g  t h a t  I can remember and I do n o t  in tend  t o  t e l l  
any l ies .  I do no t  in tend  t o  come up with any f a l s e -  
hoods t o  p r o t e c t  anybody, inc lud ing  myself. I have done 
nothing t h a t  I consider  necessary t o  p r o t e c t  myself. 
I w i l l  t e l l  every th ing  t h a t  I can remember. I cons ider  
a l l  t h e  people involved,  Captain MEDINA p a r t i c u l a r l y ,  I 
consider  them very dear  people. I f  I could r e c a l l  
a d i scuss ion  t h a t  I had with Captain MEDINA and I thought 
t h a t  it would go a g a i n s t  him, I c e r t a i n l y  would tell you 
and I cannot r e c a l l  i t ,  sir.  I do n o t  r e c a l l ,  and i f  
somebody says  t h a t  I had t h i s  d i scuss ion  with Captain 
MEDINA then  they  know more about it than  I do. 
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I0: I t h i n k  t h e  p o i n t  t h a t  M r .  MACCRATE i s  b r i n g i n g  
o u t ,  Colonel  BEERS, and I t h i n k  would fo l low l o g i c a l l y ,  
i s  t h a t  i f  you were going t o  t & e  con-nand of  C Compnay 
aga in  and have i t  deployed under t h e  196 th ,  f o r  example, 
t o  t h e  n o r t h ,  and you were going t o  be  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  
some of  t h e  movement of  C/1/20 from D o t t i e ,  l e t ' s  s a y ,  
up t o  t h e  a r e a  of t h e  196 th ,  t h a t  you l o g i c a l l y  would 
be i n  Task Force B a r k e r ' s  headqua r t e r s  a t  LZ D o t t i e  and 
t a l k  t o  Major CALHOUN. S ince  t h i s  was, i n  f a c t ,  by f a r  
t h e  most s u c c e s s f u l  o p e r a t i o n  t h a t  Task Force Barker  o r  
t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade had r e p o r t e d ,  undoubtedly t h e  s u b j e c t  
should have been d i s c u s s e d ,  a t  least i n  p a s s i n g ,  t o  s a y  
t h a t  C h a r l i e  Company had done a f i n e  job o u t  t h e r e .  They 
k i l l e d  90,  f o r  example on t h e  morning of t h e  1 6 t h ,  which 
t h e y  were r e p o r t e d  t o  have done. So t h e n  fo l lowing  t h i s ,  
a t a l k  t o  Captain  MEDINA would fo l low w i t h i n  t h e  l o g i c  
p re sen ted  by M r .  MACCRATE t h a t  you might s a y  something 
t o  t h e  e f f e c t ,  "Fine o p e r a t i o n  you conducted",  o r  some 
d i s c o u r s e  between you and Captain  MEDINA i n  t h i s  r e g a - ~ d ?  

A. I a g r e e ,  s ir .  However, I would l i k e  t o  s a y  
t h a t  I w a s n ' t  p lanning  t o  t a k e  ove r  Capta in  MEDINA a t  
t h i s  t i m e .  I f  you r e c a l l  I d i d n ' t  g e t  Captain  MEDINA 
back when I moved n o r t h .  I must say  t h a t  t h i s  was my 
f i r s t  move t h a t  I made a f t e r  be ing  i n  count ry  and I 
was moving a g r e a t  d i s t a n c e .  I t  w a s  l i k e  a ch inese  
f i r e d r i l l .  I w a s n ' t  i n  depth a s  I became l a t e r  on i n  
my o u t f i t .  I r e a l l y  was more involved  i n  my own opera-
t i o n  t h e n  I was i n  Task Force Barker.  This  people  may 
n o t  unders tand ,  b u t  I w a s n ' t  t h a t  r e a l l y  concerned how 
ano the r  b a t t a l i o n  d i d .  I was on ly  concerned w i t h  one 
b a t t a l i o n  and it w a s  my b a t t a l i o n ,  t o  make s u r e  t h a t  
t hey  d i d  t h e i r  work and they  d i d  it p rope r ly .  A t  t h a t  
t ime I f e l t  I was n o t  doing a good job because a t  t h a t  
t ime my move was going very ,  very poor ly  i n  my op in ion .  
I cons idered  t h a t  I w a s  a  p r e t t y  good judge of  t h a t  
o p e r a t i o n  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  

LTC MAHAFFEY: Colonel  BEERS, I t h i n k  p r e v i o u s l y  you 
i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  Colonel  HENDERSON had d i scussed  i n  genera l -  
i t i e s  w i t h  you something t o  t h e  e f f e c t ,  "Your boy E r n i e  
was i n  t r o u b l e " ,  and a t  t h e  t i m e  h e  had a c a s t  on. This  
would have f i x e d  it sometime a f t e r  2 3  March. Cap ta in  

(BEERS) 34 APP T-40 


FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 




FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

MEDINA r e t u r n e d  t o  your c o n t r o l  on about  8 A p r i l  o r  
2 weeks o r  l e s s  a f t e r  Colonel  HENDERSON had d i scussed  
t h i s  w i t h  you. Did you t a l k  t o  Capta in  MEDINA a t  a l l  
about  t h e  t r o u b l e  t h a t  he  was i n  o r  t a l k  wi th  anyone 
about t h e  t r o u b l e  he  was i n ?  

A. No. No, s ir .  I went ove r  t h i s  b e f o r e ,  sir.  
I have no knowledge g e t t i n g  t h a t  involved  i n  i t .  I have 
racked my b r a i n  and done eve ry th ing  t h a t  I p o s s i b l y  can 
t o  r e f l e c t  back what I w a s  doing a t  t h a t  t ime and what 
I was t h i n k i n g  o f .  I d i d  n o t  g e t  involved  i n  a d i s -
cus s ion  w i t h  Capta in  MEDINA t o  my knowledge, o r  Colonel  
HENDERSON. To my f e e l i n g ,  what Colonel  HENDERSON was 
t a l k i n g  about was no th ing  a s  b i g  a s  what h'as come o u t  
of  t h i s  l a t e r  on. I t h i n k  when he  was t a l k i n g  about 
MEDINA - - aga in  I b e l i e v e  i n  my own mind they  were 
t a l k i n g  about  t h i s  a l l e g e d  shoo t ing  by Capta in  MEDINA 
b rought  up by t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t .  A l l  I can do i s  
t r y  t o  t h i n k  back 2 y e a r s  ago, and i t ' s  mighty dog-
gone ha rd  t o  t r y  t o  c o r r e l a t e  what h e  was t a l k i n g  about 
a t  t h a t  t i m e  and what I was t h i n k i n g .  There w a s  no 
o t h e r  d i s c u s s i o n  t h a t  I r e c a l l .  

10: Did h e  s ay  a t  t h a t  t ime t h a t  Capta in  MEDINA 
w a s  a l l e g e d  t o  have s h o t  a woman? 

A.  No, s i r .  A s  I s a i d  p r e v i o u s l y ,  t h i s  i s  t h e  
on ly  t h i n g  t h a t  I can c o r r e l a t e  i t  t o .  I b e l i e v e  t h i s  
i s  what t hey  were t a l k i n g  about a t  t h a t  t ime ,  on ly  be-
cause  t h i s  i s  what I b e l i e v e  Capta in  MEDINA w a s  o r i g i n a l l y  
charged w i t h  o r  what broke i n t o  t h e  newspapers. What 
t h e  i n i t i a l  q u e s t i o n s  I had by t h e  C I  back a y e a r  ago,  
l a s t  March, d e a l i n g  wi th  Captain  MEDINA. That  i t  was 
about  a h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t  s ay ing  t h a t  he  had s h o t  some-
body. T h i s  i s  how I f i g u r e d  o u t  what w e  a r e  t a l k i n g  
about .  

Q I ' v e  gone over  your  t es t imony on s e v e r a l  
occas ions  because I f i n d  it q u i t e  incomprehensible  
and very d i f f i c u l t  t o  unders tand how i n  t h e  r e l a t i o n -
s h i p  t h a t  e x i s t e d  between your se l f  and Capta in  MEDINA, 
t o  have a s t a t e m e n t  made t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  h e  i s  i n  
some s e r i o u s  t r o u b l e ,  t h e n  t h e  whole t h i n g  j u s t  f a l l s  
through t h e  c r acks .  There i s  no f u r t h e r  d i s c u s s i o n  
w i t h  Colonel  HENDERSON t o  f i n d  o u t  what it i s .  ' There 
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i s  no d i s c u s s i o n  w i t h  Capta in  MEDINA t o  f i n d  o u t  how t h e  
t h i n g  a l l  worked o u t .  I t  was j u s t  dropped. I c a n ' t  under-
s t a n d  t h i s ,  from t h e  eyes  of a f r i e n d  on t h e  one hand 
and a commander on t h e  o t h e r .  

A. I d i s c u s s e d  t h i s  b e f o r e  and I c a n ' t  f i g u r e  
o u t  what happened e i t h e r  a t  t h a t  t ime .  I do know we w e r e  
complete ly  s e p a r a t e d  and t h e r e  w a s  a 2 week p e r i o d  of  
t i m e  when w e  were deeply involved  wi th  t h e  enemy. A s  
f a r  a s  I know, t h e r e  was no i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t h a t  was made a t  t h e  
t ime t h a t  would a g a i n  r e v i v e  my mind t o  g e t  back i n  work and 
g e t  i nvo lved  i n  t h i s  s u b j e c t  when Capta in  MEDINA came 
back t o  m e .  

I0: Do you have anymore q u e s t i o n s  on t h i s  one 
p o i n t ?  

MR WEST: No more on t h i s  one p o i n t .  

COL FRANKLIN: One t h i n g ,  s i r .  Was Capta in  MEDINA t h e  
k i n d  of o f f i c e r  t h a t  you had a f r e e  and e a s y  exchange 
of  views and in fo rma t ion  wi th?  

A. I t h i n k  so .  

Q Capta in  MEDINA had had a very s e r i o u s  d i s c u s s -
i o n  wi th  t h e  b r i g a d e  commander i nvo lv ing  a very  s e r i o u s  
a l l e g a t i o n  toward him. Would he  normally o r  p robably  
t a l k  t o  you on t h e  f i r s t  oppor tun i ty?  

A. I would t h i n k  s o ,  s i r ,  b u t  he  d i d  n o t .  My 
p o s i t i o n  toward him and t h e  f e e l i n g  t h a t  I f e l t  t h a t  h e  
had toward m e ,  I would have f e l t  t h a t  h e  would have come 
t o  me about it. 

Q Capta in  MEDINA never  came t o  you a t  any t i m e  
and d i s c u s s e d  t h e  conve r sa t ion  h e  had had w i t h  Colonel  
HENDERSON o r  any a l l e g a t i o n s  o r  any p o s s i b l e  i n v e s t i -
g a t i o n s  o r  any t r o u b l e  t h a t  C h a r l i e  Company might be  i n ?  

A. No, s i r .  
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MR WEST: We have received testimony t h a t  C/1/20, when 
t h e  br igade  deployed from Hawaii t o  South Vietnam, was 
regarded a s  a very f i n e  company. Some say 
t h a t  it was t h e  b e s t  company i n  t h e  United S t a t e s  Army. 
On t h e  o t h e r  hand we've got a  mass of testimony i n c i -  
c a t i n g  t h a t  during t h e  Son My opera t ion ,  t h e  company 
responded t o  Captain M E D I N A ' s  o rde r s  w e l l ,  b u t  t h e i r  
d i s c i p l i n e  l e f t  much t o  be des i red .  I t  was a common 
p r a c t i c e  during opera t ions  t h a t  t h e  men going through 
t h e  v i l l a g e s  would run down t h e  women and have i n t e r -  
course with them even i f  t h i s  involved rape ,  and q u i t e  
c a s u a l l y  k i l l e d  Vietnamese people. P a r t i c u l a r l y  l a t e r  
on, a f t e r  t h e  Son my opera t ion ,  i n  Apr i l  and May and 
t h e  2 o r  3 months fol lowing,  t h e  d i s c i p l i n e  was 
very l ax .  Some were defying t h e  o f f i c e r s  and refused  
duty.  They d i d n ' t  keep themselves c lean .  They had 
no n i g h t  s e c u r i t y  d i s c i p l i n e ,  no no i se  o r  l i g h t  d i s -  
c i p l i n e  and were f a r  from being an exemplary o u t f i t .  
During t h i s  t i m e ,  of course,  they were back under your 
command. I t h i n k  they re turned  on 9 o r  10 Apr i l  1968. 
Would you comment on t h i s ?  

A. Yes, s ir .  This might be where t h i s  chewing 
ou t  came i n .  However, I know very we l l  when t h i s  hap- 
pened, when you s t a r t  t a l k i n g  about t h e  cond i t ion  of 
t h e  people. I went up t o  LZ D o t t i e ,  and again I c a n ' t  
t e l l  you t h e  exac t  d a t e ,  bu t  t h i s  was t h e  only time I 
had e v e r  seen Captain MEDINA on LZ D o t t i e  and h i s  people 
had j u s t  r e tu rned  from an opera t ion .  It could have been 
t h i s  opera t ion .  I t  very w e l l  could have been, b u t  
I had high s t andards  i n  my o u t f i t ;  h a i r c u t s ,  must-
aches,  t h e  t roops  looking as p resen tab le  a s  they  could 
when they  came i n  ou t  of t h e  f i e l d  and keeping them- 
s e l v e s  i n  cond i t ion  and keeping themselves i n  shape 
whi le  they  w e r e  i n  t h e  f i e l d .  When I a r r i v e d  and 
s a w  a l l  o f  t h e s e  people t o g e t h e r  a t  LZ Dot t i e ,  after  
j u s t  coming i n ,  I got  hold  of Captain MEDINA there. 
I counseled him a l i t t l e  b i t  on t h e  condi t ion  of  h i s  
people because I fel t  t h i s  w a s  a lack  of  l e a d e r s h i p  
on h i s  p a r t .  H e  d i scussed  it wi th  me  and s a i d  t h a t  
they  had had some hard  t i m e s  a l l  t h e  way through on 
t h e  opera t ions  up t h e r e .  Also I t h i n k  t h e  t a s k  fo rce  
commander probably d i d n ' t  p u t  as much emphasis on t h e s e  
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th ings  a s  I did.  Consequently, Char l i e  Company got  
t o  looking l i k e  a l o t  of t h e  r e s t  of t h e  u n i t s  i n  
Vietnam t h a t  I had seen ,  and t h e i r  s tandards  had 
dropped o f f  f a r  from what they were when they  had 
come overseas .  When Char l ie  Company had cone back 
t o  me I had no t r o u b l e  with them. I thought they 
d i d  a good job. Captain MEDINA was with them. They 
worked hard.  They moved i n  on a r e a l  rough opera-
t i o n  f o r  me, s t r a i g h t  up t h e  s i d e  of a mountain and 
no problem. They d i d  an e x c e l l e n t  job t h e r e .  How-
e v e r ,  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h i s  Captain MEDINA l e f t  t h e  
company. H e  went on R&R and was supposed t o  
move up t o  br igade  as  a s s i s t a n t  S 3 .  A new young 
man took over  by t h e  name of JENSEN who I d i d n ' t  
cons ider  one of t h e  top men i n  t h e  o u t f i t .  However 
I d id  f e e l  he was capable of doing t h e  job and was 
probably as  good as  anything I had a f t e r  t h e  i n -
fusion program t h a t  had taken a  l o t  of people away 
from me. I s t a r t e d  having t r o u b l e  a t  t h a t  time i n  
Char l i e  Company; t r o u b l e s  t h a t  I had not  had be fo re ,  
s o  maybe t h i s  i s  what they a r e  r e f e r r i n g  t o .  I had 
a man, when I was a t  LZ Ross, which was a f t e r  I went 
back nor th  t h e  second t ime,  it would have been a f t e r  
t h e  19th  of A p r i l ,  sometime around t h e  end of A p r i l ,  
when a man from Char l i e  Company refused  t o  move o u t .  
I n  f a c t ,  he l e f t  t h e  u n i t  t h a t  n i g h t  and wandered a l l  
n i g h t  long and t h i s  type  th ing .  

Q NERIA was h i s  name? 

A .  You probably heard t h a t  one. I d o n ' t  
know. I could i d e n t i f y  t h e  man i f  I saw him, b u t  t h e  
name d o e s n ' t  c l i c k  w i t h  m e .  I d o n ' t  th ink  they  had 
gone down t o  t h e  p o i n t  t h a t  they were no longer  a 
good o u t f i t .  They s t i l l  could do a job. They s t i l l  
were doing a job when I l e f t  t h e r e .  From my p o i n t  
a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  I f e l t  t h a t  t h e  problem was t h e  new 
company commander. He d i d n ' t  l a s t  very long. I 
moved him on ou t .  

10: To cont inue on with your d i scuss ion  with 
M r .  WEST, I g e t  t h e  impression Char l i e  Company was a 
r a t h e r  gung-ho, s t r o n g ,  and accomplish t h e i r  mission 
k ind  of u n i t  with no t  much i n n e r  f e e l i n g  w i t h i n  t h e  
company. Captain XEDINA, being t h e  s t r o n g  and dynamic 
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l e ade r ,  was ab l e  t o  hold t h e  o u t f i t  toge the r ,  bu t  t he r e  
a r e  numerous i n c i d e n t s  of rapings and abso lu te ly  improper 
conduct between t h e  o f f i c e r s  and t h e  noncommissioned 
o f f i c e r s  and t h e  e n l i s t e d  personnel.  Subsequent t o  t h e  
time t h a t  MEDINA l e f t  and JENSEN took over ,  we were t o l d ,  
a t  l e a s t  by one well-experienced , combat noncommissioned 
o f f i c e r ,  t h a t  h e  had never seen such a ragtaged undiscip- 
l i n e d  hoard, s o  t o  speak, no con t ro l  by t h e  o f f i c e r s .  
Hai rcuts  a s  you indica ted .  The men sometimes went 2 
months without g e t t i n g  h a i r c u t s .  They would move from 
day l i gh t  t o  dark with no opportuni ty t o  g e t  themselves 
cleaned up. The i r  n igh t  d i s c i p l i n e  was p r a c t i c a l l y  no-
th ing .  Never digging i n  a t  n igh t .  Never providing any 
cover  f o r  t h e  men. The o f f i c e r s  abso lu te ly  f a i l i n g  t o  
do t h e  jobs t h a t  they w e r e  supposed t o  do a s  o f f i c e r s  
t o  i n su re  p ro t ec t i on  f o r  t h e i r  men. A p r e t t y  so rd id  
s t o r y  t h a t  comes ou t  a s  f a r  a s  t h e  d i s c i p l i n e  and t h e  
i nne r  morale w i th in  t h e  company. This  concerns m e .  
I know w e  a r e  t a l k i n g  about a l a t e r  per iod ,  bu t  w e  
a r e  a l s o  t a l k i n g  about t h i s  per iod  immediately before  
and even a f t e r  t h e  so-cal led My Lai  ( 4 )  i n c iden t  with 
t h e  opera t ion  of Char l ie  Company under Captain MEDINA. 
Evident ly you d i d n ' t  see t h e s e  th ings?  

A. I s ay  t h a t  t h e  Char l i e  Company t h a t  I got  
back was no t  t h e  Char l i e  Company t h a t  landed i n  Vietnam 
i n  December wi th  me. I agree whole-heartedly with t h a t .  
They w e r e  not .  They were-not  up t o  t h e  s tandards  t h a t  . 
they had previous ly .  It i s  very t r u e  t h a t  they had a 
l o t  of new replacements and they had some new o f f i c e r s  
i n  t he r e .  Some of them I considered p r e t t y  good o f f i c e r s  
o f  t h e  new people t h a t  I had, bu t  they  were no t  a t op-
notch o u t f i t  any longer.  

Q- What would you judge caused t h i s ?  

A. I don ' t  know, sir. I have no idea .  I th ink  
t h a t  they  had a l o t  of new people. They rece ived a l o t  
of new replacements and someplace along t h e  l i n e ,  obviously,  
t h e r e  was a breakdown of l eadersh ip  and communications 
between Captain -NLEDINA and h i s  platoon l eaders  and t h e  
noncommissioned o f f i c e r s .  Possibly they  weren ' t  g e t t i n g  
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enough push from up above and they w e r e  running on 
t h e i r  own. Rather than  g e t t i n g  some emphasis from 
up above and I would wager t h i s  is  probably t h e  chewing 
o u t  t h a t  somebody i s  t a l k i n g  about  t h a t  Captain  MEDINA 
g o t  from me.  That was a t  LZ Dot t i e .  He was n o t  o u t  
i n  the  My La i  a r e a .  

Q. When you w e r e  a t  LZ Dot t i e?  

A. - Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. I might say ,  t h i s  sounds a g r e a t  d e a l  a s  
though you w e r e  t h e r e  when Char l i e  Company was coming 
back o u t  of t h e  f i e l d  on t h e  18th?  

A. I t ' s  p o s s i b l e ,  sir. 

Q. Were you t h e r e  when General KOSTER o r  Colonel 
HENDERSON was t h e r e  i n t e r r o g a t i n g  t h e  men a s  they came o f f  
t h e  h e l i c o p t e r s ?  

A. No, sir .  No, sir. I am s u r e  they  w e r e  
coming i n  t h e r e ,  b u t  I don' t r e c a l l  General  KOSTER o r  
Colonel HENDERSON a t  t h e  t ime. I do r e c a l l  t h a t  Char l i e  
Company was d r ink ing  b e e r  i n  t h e  a f t e rnoon  and t h a t  was 
a g a i n s t  my r u l e s .  This is  one of t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  I d i s -
cussed wi th  Capta in  MEDINA. 

I 0 : M r .  MACCRATE?. 

ME? MACCRATE: Colonel BEERS, you i n d i c a t e  t h a t  i n  your 
judgment t h e r e  w e r e  some good o f f i c e r s  i n  t h e  company 
when it came back. I t h i n k  it would be h e l p f u l  t o  us 
t o  have your eva lua t ion  who they were? 

A. Of course ,  about HAUCK, I c a n ' t  remember i f  
he was wi th  them when they came back o r  no t .  I p u l l e d  
him o u t  somewhere a long t h e  l i n e .  Whoever it was, h i s  
name s t a r t e d  wi th  "L". 

I 0 : LACROS S  ? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. I considered t h a t  he was a p r e t t y  
good o f f i c e r .  I h a d n ' t  worked wi th  him t o o  much. H e  
jo ined us over  t h e r e .  H e  g o t  w i th  t h e  u n i t  a l i t t l e  b i t  
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late.  I f igured  he w a s  a p r e t t y  good boy. H e  d id  a p r e t t y  
good job. I thought t h a t  CALLEY was above t h e  average 
type.  I thought he was doing a f a i r l y  good job. I had 
a couple of  boys move i n t o  t h e  u n i t .  One by t h e  name of - -

Q ( In te rpas ing)  W e  a r e n ' t  t a l k i n g  about who 
came i n t o  t h e  u n i t  l a t e r .  I t ' s  r a t h e r  extraneous,  bu t  
t h e  o t h e r  platoon l eader  w a s  BROOKS. 

A'. BROOKS? 

Q. Yes? 

A. BROOKS, I considered very weak. A s  a matter  
of f a c t  he worked f o r  m e  before w e  went overseas  as  an 
a s s i s t a n t  S1, bu t  I considered him a very weak platoon 
l eader .  I d i d n ' t  think t h a t  he had t h e  push t o  keep 
a u n i t  toge the r ,  bu t  w e  had t o  have him o u t  t h e r e .  I f  
somebody would have s a i d ,  " W e ' l l  t r a d e  you a platoon 
l e a d e r ,  " I would have t r aded  BROOKS away f i r s t  above 
a l l  of them. 

Q - You mentioned t h e  name HAUCK. 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  Bob HAUCK. 

Q This i s  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e ,  t o  my r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  
t h e  name HAUCK has come up. 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  H e  wasn ' t  i n  Char l ie  Company. 

Q What was h i s  pos i t ion?  Was he t h e  execut ive 
o f f i c e r ?  

LTC MAHAFFEY: Was he a platoon leader?  

A. He was a platoon l e a d e r ,  bu t  t h e  reason I 
moved him, he got  e l ec t rocu ted  i n  H a w a i i  and when he 
got i n t o  Vietnam h i s  f e e t  s t a r t e d  bothering him. H e  
burned h i s  f e e t  badly when he go t  e l ec t rocu ted  and I 
pul led  him out .  H e  w a s  up a t  Uptight.  H e  w a s  on 
Uptight when I pul led  him ou t  now t h a t  I remember 
and I gave them another platoon l eader .  

Q. Wasn't LACROSS h i s  replacement? 
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A. I t ' s  very poss ib le .  I c a n ' t  remember. W e  
had s o  many changes wi th  t h e  in fus ion  program. I t ' s  
hard  t o  keep up with them, but  t h e r e  was one o t h e r  
platoon l e a d e r  up t h e r e  a t  t h e  t i m e .  

10: Who w a s  t h e  company execut ive  o f f i c e r ?  

A. .STORMS, I b e l i e v e  w a s  t h e  company execut ive  
o f f i c e r  a t  t h e  t i m e .  

Q. Where would he have been? 

A. He would have been back a t  t h e  r e a r  ro-
t a t i n g  back and f o r t h  between o u r  r e a r  p o s i t i o n  a t  
LZ Bronco. The execut ive  o f f i c e r  was back t h e r e  a t  
Bronco. It  was STORMS a t  t h a t  t i m e .  

Q You had t h e  execut ive  o f f i c e r  and t h e  f i r s t  
s e rgean t  back a t  bronco? 

A. Well, s i r ,  they moved back and f o r t h .  One 
would be up wi th  t h e  u n i t  and t h e n  come back and t h e  
o t h e r  would be back and f o r t h .  Sometimes they  were 
both  a t  t h e  r e a r .  Normally, they were no t  both forward 
though. Sometimes they  were both back a t  t h e  r e a r ,  de-
pending on what was going on and t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  of  
a i r c r a f t  and g e t t i n g  people forward and g e t t i n g  supp l i e s  
forward. This  was t h e i r  job. They were resupplying 
them out  of t h e r e .  

COL FRANKLIN:  Captain MEDINA, I th ink  you mentioned, 
was s o r t  of schedule5 t o  go t o  br igade  S3? 

A. Yes, sir. 

But, he d i d  no t  go. Why no t?  

A. Captain HENDERSON, I d o n ' t  know i f  you have 
had him i n  o r  n o t ,  was t h e  a s s i s t a n t  br igade  S3. I 
guess he had t h e  t i t l e  of S3 a i r .  H e  worked f o r  me 
previous ly  i n  Hawaii. H e  had a company. He had asked 
me i f  I would give him a company when he came back o f f  
R&R. Colonel HENDERSON s a i d  t h e  only way he would 
l e t  me have HENDERSON i s  i f  I gave him MEDINA, s o  I 
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s a i d ,  "Very wel l . "  I t  was about time f o r  Captain MEDINA 
t o  come o u t  of t h e  f i e l d  anyhow, and I would j u s t  give 
Captain HENDERSON Char l ie  Company. From here  on i t ' s  
j u s t  hearsay,  from what wives had s a i d ,  however I do 
know t h a t  it d id  happen. Captain HENDERSON had got  
home and h i s  wife t o l d  him t h a t  i f  he took a r i f l e  
company she would divorce him. H e  came back t o  Viet- 
nam o f f  R&R and s a i d  he d i d n ' t  want a company. The 
f i r s t  time I heard t h i s  from Colonel HENDERSON I d i d n ' t  
be l i eve  him. I was s o r r y  because I found o u t  l a t e r  
t h a t  it was t r u e .  J i m  had s a i d  t h a t  he d i d n ' t  want 
t h e  company, s o  I s a i d ,  "OK, we w i l l  keep MEDINA," and 
I moved MEDINA a s  my a s s i s t a n t  S3, t h a t ' s  why he d i d  
not  go up. La te r  on, MEDINA moved up t o  d i v i s i o n .  

COL FRANKLIN: We g e t  a very s t r ange  f e e l i n g  through 
a l l  of t h e  witnesses  t h a t  t h e r e  was an i n t e n s e  d i s l i k e  
of t h e  Vietnamese by Char l ie  Company. This was mani-
f e s t e d  as  on almost continuous f e e l i n g  f o r  them, per-
haps anytime Char l ie  Company went on t h i s ,  t h e  type of 
combat they had. But witness  a f t e r  w i t n e s s  t h a t  came 
through had a very low f e e l i n g  toward t h e  Vietnamese. 
One ge t s  t h e  f e e l i n g  he had n o t  heard t o o  much about 
h e a r t s  o r  minds o r  were psychological ly  prepared f o r  
it. Would you d i scuss  what your p lan  was i n  your ba t -  
t a l i o n  and how you implemented t h i s ?  What p o l i c i e s  you 
implemented t o  make su re  your people t r e a t e d  Vietnamese 
properly? 

A. I am sor ry  t o  hear  what you say and I d o n ' t  
t h ink  t h i s  was so.  I n  my o t h e r  companies I had no t  
heard t h i s .  Of course,  I had n o t  heard about Char l ie  
Company e i t h e r ,  and i t ' s  very poss ib le  t h a t  it was 
kep t  out  i n  t h e  f i e l d .  I had no repor t  t h a t  t h i s  w a s  
going on. I had no repor t  t h e r e  w a s  any i n t e n s e  ha t red  
f o r  t h e  people. Our program, and I must say t h a t  i f  
you check t h e  records ,  my b a t t a l i o n  had t h e .  lowest 
body count than  any of t h e  br igade and my b a t t a l i o n  
had t h e  h a r d e s t  combat of any of t h e  br igade ,  
i n  add i t ion  t o  a l o t  of VC. I personal ly  kep t  a very 
s t rong  hold on my people a s  f a r  a s  shoot ing,  when they 
would shoot  and who they would shoot  a t .  I f  t h e r e  
was any ques t ion ,  we would no t  shoot and I t h i n k  t h i s  
came from General LIPSCOMB. H e  w a s  r e a l l y  on us about 
n o t  shoot ing unless  we were absolu te ly  su re .  I c a r r i e d  
t h i s  on down t o  my u n i t s  and I d i d  my b e s t  t o  make su re  
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t h a t  it d i d  t a k e  p lace .  When I went t h e r e  and t h e r e  was 
a con tac t ,  I was i n  t h e  a i r  wi th  t h e  u n i t ,  over  t h e  u n i t  
a s  c l o s e  t o  them a s  I could poss ib ly  be o r  on t h e  ground 
t r y i n g  t o  make s u r e  t h e r e  was no unnecessary shoot ing.  
And 9 9  pe rcen t  of t h e  t i m e  I w a s  i n  t h e  a i r  when t h e r e  
was a con tac t .  I th ink  t h i s  w a s  about t h e  b e s t  way I 
could do it a s  f a r  a s  medical care and t h e  people and 
sending o u t  o r  doc to r s  o r  medics. W e  took c a r e  of t h e  
people. The medics were wi th  t h e  p la toon and d i d  t h e i r  
own work a s  they went along. Th i s  is what they  were 
t r a i n e d  t o  do back i n  H a w a i i  and I am s u r e  t h e  major i ty  
of them d id .  

10: Was t h e r e  any requirement from t h e  br igade  
t h a t  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  commander g e t  o u t  on t h e  ground 
and d i r e c t  t h e  u n i t s ?  

A.  No. I don' t t h i n k  I had a u n i t  t h a t  g o t  
l o s t  t h e  e n t i r e  t ime I was t h e r e .  It was much e a s i e r  
t o  s t a y  wi th  them by f l y i n g  over  them. 

Q. When y o u ' r e  f l y i n g  over  them, when you r e a l l y  
g e t  down t o  it, you know very l i t t l e  of what was going 
on on t h e  ground, and I found it d i f f i c u l t  t o  t r a n s m i t  
l eader sh ip  over  a r ad io .  

A .  Y e s ,  s i r ,  b u t  when you have two u n i t s  i n  
d i f f e r e n t  l o c a t i o n s ,  i t ' s  very hard  t o  g e t  down on t h e  
ground and keep c o n t a c t  wi th  t h e  o the r .  I was on t h e  
ground wi th  them on many occas ions ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  t h ink  
I was e v e r  i n  a p o s i t i o n  where I had two u n i t s  t h a t  
were i n  one con tac t  a t  one t i m e .  I would have one 
i n  con tac t  over h e r e  and then something would happen 
400-500 k i lomete r s  zv:..ray, 

Q. Aren ' t  you desc r ib ing  why you can have a 
breakdown i n  any u n i t  and n o t  s e e  i t ?  

A.  T h a t ' s  r i g h t ,  because t h e  platoon would 
g e t  away from t h e i r  companies s o  many t imes.  I th ink  
i t ' s  a problem of t h e  manner i n  which war was fought  
over t h e r e .  

Q I d o n ' t  know i f  t h a t  was t h e  way t h e  w a r  
was fought.  I am n o t  completely void of  how t h e  war 
was fought.  I went o u t  and walked with my companies 
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hour a f t e r  hour,  even as  a f i e l d  force  commander. I d o n ' t  
know how e l s e  you f i n d  ou t  what i s  going on unless  you 
g e t  on t h e  ground. You c a n ' t  do it from t h e  a i r .  

A. I agree with you, s i r .  

Q - Colonel BEERS, we w i l l  g ive you an opportuni ty
i f  you ca re  t o  e n t e r  any s tatement  i n t o  the record o r  ask 
any ques t ions  a t  t h i s  time. 

A. No, s ir ,  I have no ques t ions .  

I0 : The hear ing  w i l l  r ecess  a t  t h i s  t ime. 

(The hear ing  recessed a t  1012 hours ,  9 February 
1 970.  ) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: BLACKLEDGE, Richard K .  LTC 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 3 December 1969 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL : None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: S 2 ,  1 1 t h  I n f a n t r y  
Br igade ,  A m e r i c a 1  Div i s ion  

1. PRIOR TRAINING I N  RULES OF LAND WARFARE. 

BLACKLEDGE f e l t  t h a t  t r o o p s  i n  t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade had 
been i n d o c t r i n a t e d  on a c o n t i n u a l  b a s i s  on p r e v e n t i o n  
of war cr imes  and h o s t i l e  a c t s  a g a i n s t  noncombatants. This  
inc luded  p roper  t r e a t m e n t  of p r i s o n e r s  of war (pg. 4 8 ) .  
Language c a r d s  were passed  o u t  t o  t h e  t r o o p s  w i t h  necessa ry  
Vietnamese p h r a s e s ,  e.g.  , h a l t .  

2 .  PREOPERATIONAL PLANS AND BRIEFINGS. 

a .  I n t e l l i q e n c e .  

The a r e a  n o r t h  of t h e  Tra Khuc River  had 
n o t  been e n t e r e d  by U.S. f o r c e s  f o r  some t ime p r i o r  t o  
Opera t ion  ~ u s c a t i n e .  The 48th and 20th VC Local  Force  
B a t t a l i o n s  normally opera ted  i n  t h a t  a r e a .  Sometimes they  
moved w e s t  of QL 1 t o  r e g e n e r a t e  (pg. 1 6 ) .  The populace 
i n  t h e  Muscatine A0 w a s  more h o s t i l e  t o  our  f o r c e s  (pg. 1 7 ) .  
One p l a t o o n  of t h e  48th VC B a t t a l i o n  was composed wholly 
of women (pg.  1 7 ) .  A cap tu red  VC company commander had 
i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e  48th VC B a t t a l i o n  opera ted  o u t  of My 
Lai  f o r  t h e  m o s t  p a r t  (pg. 17) . My was~ a i  f o r t i f i e d  and 
d e f i n i t e l y  a VC a r e a  (pg. 1 8 ) .  

B r i e f  i n p .  

BLACKLEDGE did n o t  r e c a l l  i f  he b r i e f e d  t h e  TF 
Barker  commanders p e r s o n a l l y  o r  on ly  t h e  TF S2 (pg. 5 2 ) .  
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Unquestionably, intelligence had led C/1/20 to expect an 

enemy battalion in My Lai (4) (pg. 27). 


3., ASSAULT ON MY LA1 


a. Enemy KIA to weapons captured ratio. 


There was a definite disparity in the ratio of enemy 
KIA to weapons captured and also the ratio of enemy KIA 
to friendly (pg. 35). BLACKLEDGE reconciled the disparity 
by figuring that our forces had not pursued the enemy 
quickly enough and they had policed up their weapons before 
we got to the scene (pgs. 36, 37, 41) . His suspicions of 
wrongdoing were slight (pg. 41). 

b. Aerial observations of My Lai. 


BLACKLEDGE flew with HENDERSON to meet with MEDINA 

between 1000 and 1400 hours on what he believed was 16 March 


, 1968, about one kilometer north of My Lai (4) (pg. 4). On 
departing, they overflew the area at about 500 feet. An 
unusual number of huts were burning but no bodies were 
observed from the air. BLACKLEDGE saw smoke coming from 
several hamlets that day (pg. 8). It was unusual to see so 
many huts burning because of the division regulation for- 
bidding intentional burning (pg. 29). BLACKLEDGE was 
unaware of any NPFF accompanying TF Barker. 

4. INQUIRIES CONCERNING THE ASSAULT. 


a. HENDERSON-MEDINA meeting near My Lai (4). 


Although unsure of the exact date, but either the 

16th or 17th of March, BLACKLEDGE accompanied HENDERSON to 

the field between 1000 and 1400 hours in a helicopter. 

The helicopter landed and ascended almost immediately, 

leaving HENDERSON and BLACKLEDGE on the ground where 

HENDERSON talked with MEDINA (pgs. 4, 22, 23). BLACKLEDGE 

thoughtthat they were located about one kilometer north 

of My Lai (4) . 


b. HENDERSON-MEDINA conversation. 


(1) Civilian casualties. 


HENDERSON wanted to know if the 128 enemy 

body count included any women and children (pgs. 5,6). 

MEDINA indicated there had been a few civilian casualties 

caused by artillery or even unavoidably by his men during 
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the heat of battle. MEDINA reported the civilian casualties 
as "unavoidable." HENDERSON pursued this topic to an unusual 
extent (pgs. 6 , 7 ) .  This conversation lasted about an 
hour. Some of the topics were unrelated to noncombatant 
casualties. MEDINA reported 20 noncombatants "hit." 
BLACKLEDGE assumed from past experiences this meant most 
were wounded not killed (pgs. 33, 41, 42). Of the 128 VC 
reported dead, to the best of MEDINA's knowledge all were 
VC (pg. 25). BLACKLEDGE was surprised when MEDINA reported 
no VC wounded or Pw's (pg. 39). Present at this meeting 
were MEDINA, HENDERSON, BLACKLEDGE, and MEDINA's RTO (pg.24). 

(2) Resweep of My Lai (4) by C/1/20. 

HENDERSON wanted a resweep of My Lai (4) by 
C/1/20 to see the bodies, but after MEDINA informed him 
that that would necessitate reversing the operation, 
HENDERSON decided against it (pg. 26). They also discussed 
MEDINA's killing a young person in self defense (couldn't 
recall if sex was mentioned) (pg. 26). BLACKLEDGE couldn't 
remember if anything was said about sweeping C/1/20 back 
through the village (pg. 26). BLACKLEDGE did not know 
HENDERSON was investigating a reported incident when they 
landed at C/1/20 CP (pg. 33). MEDINA's conversation was 
never subsequently discussed by BLACKLEDGE and HENDERSON 
(pg. 34) 

c. YOUNG-HENDERSON meeting at LZ Dottie. 

B L A C K L E D G E ~ ~ C ~ ~ ~ ~ ~a day when YOUNG and HENDERSON 
met. However, BLACKLEDGE was not privy to this meeting 
and he did not remember if it was on the same day as the 
MEDINA-HENDERSON meeting (pg. 38). He did not remember 
seeing WATKE that day (pg. 29). 

d. S2 investiaations. 

The brigade S2 organization made no effort to 
further investigate the VC propaganda allegations because 
it was thought that they were being investigated by competent 
authorities. In his position, BLACKLEDGE agreed that he 
could have checked out the VC reports further than he did. 
BLACKLEDGE felt that his thinkjng was skewed in the wrong 
direction because he found the propaganda report (Inclosures 
to Exhibit R-1) unbelievable (pgs. 58, 59). BLACKLEDGE 
received no reports from his MI section concerning un-
necessary killings at My Lai (4) (pg. 29). 
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5 .  REPORTS OF INVESTIGATIONS. 

a .  VC propaqanda r e p o r t s .  

About a  month a f t e r  t h e  My Lai  o p e r a t i o n ,  BLACKLEDGE'S 
o f f i c e  r e c e i v e d  a VC propaganda r e p o r t  of 4 0 0  o r  500 people  
be ing murdered i n  My Lai  a t  a t ime c o i n c i d i n g  wi th  TI? Barker .  
BLACKLEDGE was of t h e  op in ion  t h a t  t h i s  was a w i l d  r e p o r t  
(pgs.  9 ,  43, 4 4 ,  54, 5 5 ) .  He showed t h e  r e p o r t  t o  
HENDERSON who r e p l i e d ,  "Yes, d i v i s i o n  h e a d q u a r t e r s  i s  aware 
of t h i s ,  and an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i s  being conducted ,"  o r  "has  
been conducted."  (pgs.  34, 4 4 ) .  A second VC r e p o r t -
i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e i r  t r o o p s  were wearing r e d  arm bands 
r e s o l v i n g  t o  avenge t h e  Son My massacre (pgs .  9 ,  1 9 ,  4 4 ) .  
BLACKLEDGE d i d  n o t  know i f  t h e  o t h e r  r e p o r t s  s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  
VC propaganda were passed on t o  t h e  b r i g a d e  commander (pg. 54) .  

b .  Vietnamese i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  of t h e  VC propaqanda 
r e p o r t . 

Vietnamese channels  i n v e s t i g a t e d  t h e  m a t t e r  a f t e r  
r e c e i v i n g  t h e  propaganda r e p o r t s  and t h e i r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
determined t h a t  no th ing  unusual  had occur red  o r  i f  
c i v i l i a n s  had been unavoidably h u r t ,  t h e  VC blew it up a l l  
o u t  of p r o p o r t i o n  (pgs .  11, 1 2 ,  4 4 ,  45, 4 9 ) .  These propa- 
ganda r e p o r t s  should  have been forwarded a l s o  t o  d i v i s i o n  
headquar te r s  from prov ince  headquar te r s  by t h e  d i v i s i o n  
l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r  a t  Quang Ngai (pg. 5 0 ) .  

c .  TAN'S  r e p o r t .  

L i e u t e n a n t  General  PEERS in t roduced  a document from 
TAN, t h e  Song Tinh D i s t r i c t  Ch ie f ,  to .  the Quang Ngai Province 
Chie f ,  d a t e d  2 8  March 1968--BLACKLEDGE had never '  s een  t h . 1 ~  
document (pg. 46) .  

d .  HENDERSON'S r e p o r t  of 24 A p r i l  1968. 

BLACKLEDGE had never  seen  HENDERSON'S w r i t t e n  
r e p o r t  ( E x h i b i t  R-1)  (pgs .  10 ,  42, 45) , b u t  he thought  he 
had seen something s i m i l a r  t o  I n c l o s u r e  two i n  l e t t e r  form 
c a r r i e d  i n t o  t h e  LZ by Vietnamese c h i l d r e n  (pgs .  11, 1 2 ,  5 4 ) .  
BLACKLEDGE d i d  n o t  know t h a t  a n o t h e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was t o  
be conducted subsequent  t o  HENDERSON'S i n i t i a l  one (pg. 4 7 ) .  

e .  BARKER'S a f t e r  a c t i o n  r e p o r t .  

BARKER'S a f t e r  a c t i o n  r e p o r t  looked f a m i l i a r  t o  
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BLACKLEDGE (pgs .  31, 3 2 ) .  The i n c l u s i o n  of c i v i l i a n  

c a s u a l t i e s  and r a z i n g  of v i l l a g e s  and hamlets  would 

appear  t o  be  l o g i c a l l y  i n c l u d a b l e  i n  an a f t e r  a c t i o n  

r e p o r t  (pg. 3 4 ) .  


f .  Miscel laneous .  

BLACKLEDGE was never  i n t e r r o g a t e d  nor  d i d  he make 

a sworn s t a t e m e n t  (pg. 4 7 ) .  H e  never  saw a r e p o r t  from 

t h e  v i l l a g e  c h i e f  t o  t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f  concerning t h e  

k i l l i n g s  of noncombatants a t  My Lai  (pg. 4 5 ) .  


6. OTHER INFORMATION. 

a .  HAEBERLE's p i c t u r e s .  

BLACKLEDGE had never  seen  E x h i b i t s  P-2 through P-25 

excep t  f o r  ~ x h i b i t  P-15 and P-16 when they  appeared i n  

L i f e  magazine. I n  E x h i b i t  P-22, he recognized L i e u t e n a n t  

JOHNSON (pg. 1 4 )  . E x h i b i t  P-25 through P-42, he had never  

seen  u n t i l  p r i n t e d  i n  L i f e  magazine. 


b .  S2 r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  PIO. 

The S2 s e c t i o n  had no s u p e r v i s o r y  c o n t r o l  over  
t h e  PI0  s e c t i o n .  Normally, BLACKLEDGE would n o t  see PI0  
p i c t u r e s  a s  they  normally had no i n t e l l i g e n c e  v a l u e  (pg. 1 3 ) .  

c .  I n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  c i v i l i a n s .  

C i v i l i a n s  w e r e  i n s t r u c t e d  n o t  t o  run  when nea r  a 
U.S. combat u n i t .  These i n s t r u c t i o n s  were passed down by 

t h e  S5 t o  t h e  Dis t r ic t  Ch ie f .  L e a f l e t s  were dropped and 

h e l i c o p t e r  b r o a d c a s t s  were made (pg. 5 3 ) .  


d .  BLACKLEDGE1s s u s p i c i o n s .  

A t  no t i m e  subsequent  t o  16 March 1968, d i d  BLACK- 

LEDGE s u s p e c t  an o r  a cover  Any
a t r o c i t y  a t  My ~ a i  up. 

d i scomfor t  t h a t  BLACKLEDGE might  have had was remedied by 

t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  f i n d i n g  t h e  VC r e p o r t s  t o  be no th ing  b u t  

propaganda (pg. 4 9 ) .  


e .  Miscel laneous .  

(1) A number of t i m e s  HENDERSON had l e f t  envelopes  
wi th  p e r s o n a l  .markings the reon  i n  t h e  S2 s a f e .  BLACKLEDGE 
r e c a l l e d H ~ ~ D E R S 0 ~  i n  h i s  s a f e  a t  about  having such m a t e r i a l  
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this time period (pgs. 42, 43) . 
(2) BLACKLEDGE was sure that he was never told 


by anyone to forget about this incident (pg. 59). 


(3) No information to BLACKLEDGE's knowledge was 

ever obtained from a PW or otherwise that something might 

have occurred in My Lai (pg. 60). 
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E X H I B I T S  

EXHIBIT 
NUMBER D E S C R I P T I O N  PAGES 

MACV D i r e c t i v e  2 0 - 4  

M- 5 TAN'S  l e t t e r  t o  KHIEM 

P-2  thrc- scenes Had' no t  seen. 1 4  
P - 2 5  

P 2 6  thr~.-us Scenes 
I 

H a d  n o t  seen u n t i l  
P - 4 2  i n  Life.  

15  

R- 1 HENDERSON ' s R e p o r t  
W i t  had never 
seen  it. 

1 0 ,  
4 5 ,  

4 2 ,  
5 4  

T h i s  repor t  
looked f a m i l i a r  
t o  w i t n e s s .  

31 ,  3 2  
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SUMMARY OF RECALL WITNESS 

WITNESS: BLACKLEDGE, Richard K LTC (Ret)  

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 1 2  February 1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: F a l s e  swearing 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: S2, l l t h  I n f a n t r y  
Br igade ,  America1 Div i s ion .  

1. VC PROPAGANDA REPORTS. 

a .  I n i t i a l  r e p o r t .  

L ieu tenan t  Colonel ( R e t )  BLACKLEDGE b e l i e v e d  
t h a t  he r e c e i v e d  t h e  i n i t i a l  VC propaganda r e p o r t  o f  
400 t o  500 peop le  be ing  k i l l e d  i n  h i s  d i s t r i b u t i o n  box 
(pg. 6 5 ) .  However, a t  about  t h e  same p o i n t  i n  t i m e  
Vietnamese c h i l d r e n  brought  a propaganda l e a f l e t  t o  t h e  
LZ (pg. 7 6 ) .  I f  r e c e i v e d  i n  t h e  former manner, it 
came from t h e  l l t h  Brigade l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r  a t  Quang 
Ngai o r  through normal d i s t r i b u t i o n  (pg. 6 5 ) .  The l i a i s o n  
o f f i c e r  was L ieu tenan t  MARTEEN o r  Warrant O f f i c e r  FOSTER 
(pg. 6 9 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  recall which source  t h e  propaganda 
was acqu i red  from i n  Quang Ngai (pg.  7 0 ) .  These r e p o r t s  
were p repared  i n  Quang Ngai (pg.  65) . Even though he 
r o u t i n e l y  r e c e i v e d  g r e a t  numbers of  VC propaganda l e a f l e t s  
a l l e g i n g  U.S. a t r o c i t i e s ,  he took t h i s  and a second 
s i m i l a r  r e p o r t  t o  Colonel  HENDERSON because t h i s  was t h e  
on ly  t i m e  t h e  VC s t a t e d  t h e  t i m e  and p l a c e .  I n  t h a t  manner 
t h e  propaganda was e x t r a o r d i n a r y  and h i s  d e c i s i o n  w a s  t o  
inform h i s  commander o f  i t .  H e  a l s o  knew t h a t  U.S. u n i t s  
were i n  f a c t  i n  t h e  a r e a  a t  t h e  t i m e  t h e  e v e n t s  a l l e g e d l y  
occur red  (pg. 88) . H e  d i d  n o t  t a k e  t h e  r e p o r t s  t o  
HENDERSON because t h e r e  w a s  an aura  o f  concern abou t  t h e  
16 March 1968 o p e r a t i o n  i n  b r i g a d e  (pg.  8 8 ) .  The Census 
Grievance Report of  18  March w a s  n o t  a document t h a t  he 
forwarded t o  HENDERSON. The r e p o r t  he r e c e i v e d  was n o t  
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n e a r l y  s o  d e t a i l e d .  On c a l l i n g  t h i s  t o  HENDERSON'S 
a t t e n t i o n ,  HENDERSON s a i d ,  "Yes, d i v i s i o n  knows about  
t h i s  and they  a r e  checking i n t o  i t "  (pgs .  67 ,  78) . G2 a t  
d i v i s i o n  would have r e c e i v e d  a  copy of  t h e  same r e p o r t  
from Quang Ngai s i n c e  d i v i s i o n  would have a much c l o s e r  
l i a i s o n  t h a n  b r i g a d e  (pg. 6 9 ) .  H e  never  d i s c u s s e d  t h e  
propaganda o r  t h e  low weapons t o  body count  r a t i o  wi th  
anyone excep t  HENDERSON because HENDERSON s a i d  d i v i s i o n  
was aware of  i t  (pgs .  72, 7 8 ) .  He never  thought  t o  query 
L ieu tenan t  Colonel  TREXLER, t h e  d i v i s i o n  G 2 ,  t o  de termine  
what in fo rmat ion  he might have a f t e r  HENDERSON s a i d  it 
was be ing  looked i n t o  (pg.  79) . 

b .  The subsequent  document. 

About one month l a t e r ,  they  r e c e i v e d  a n o t h e r  
r e p o r t .  HENDERSON was aga in  informed. H e  t o l d  BLACKLEDGE 
t h a t  t h e  Vietnamese had i n v e s t i g a t e d  t h e  a l l e g a t i o n  and 
found no t r u t h  i n  it, i . e . ,  t h a t  t h e  a l l e g a t i o n s  were no 
more than  t y p i c a l  VC propaganda (pgs .  70, 71, 9 2 ) .  
BLACKLEDGE never  went t o  Quang Ngai wi th  HENDERSON and 
Major MCKNIGHT t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  s u b j e c t  wi th  General  TOAN. 
He a l s o  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  e v e r  d i s c u s s i n g  it wi th  Major 
EARLE, t h e  2d ARVN Div i s ion  G2 a d v i s o r  (pg. 81) . BLACKLEDGE 
b e l i e v e d  t h a t  when he f i r s t  informed HENDERSON h i s  l e g  
was n o t  i n  a c a s t ,  b u t  t h e  second t ime it was (pg. 7 3 ) .  
E x h i b i t  M-35, a  VC propaganda l e a f l e t  was shown t o  t h e  
w i t n e s s .  H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  he had never  b e f o r e  seen  t h a t  
e x h i b i t .  

2.  HENDERSON-MEDINA MEETING NEAR MY LA1 ( 4 )  . 
Although unsure of  t h e  d a t e ,  BLACKLEDGE f lew t o  t h e  

f i e l d  wi th  HENDERSON and was p r i v y  t o  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  
HENDERSON had wi th  Capta in  MEDINA (pg. 74) . BLACKLEDGE I s  

thoughts were t h a t  HENDERSON was a s s u r i n g  t h a t  on ly  VC 
and n o t  women and c h i l d r e n  were inc luded  i n  M E D I N A ' s  body 
count  (pgs .  74, 1 2 1 ) .  I t  d i d  n o t  appear  t h a t  HENDERSON 
was q u e s t i o n i n g  t o  d i s c o v e r  t h a t  women and c h i l d r e n  had 
been u n n e c e s s a r i l y  k i l l e d  (pg. 7 4 ) .  However, HENDERSON 
was n o t  a sk ing  MEDINA q u e s t i o n s  f o r  t h e  r e c o r d .  They w e r e  
d e s c r i b e d  by t h e  w i t n e s s  a s  " p i e r c i n g ,  p e n e t r a t i n g  q u e s t i o n s  
t h a t  I f e l t  w e r e  t h e  k i d  o f  q u e s t i o n s  t h a t  a  b r i g a d e  
commander would make i f  he  was genuinely  concerned and 
wanted t o  make s u r e  t h i n g s  w e r e  done on t h e  up and up." 
(pg. 123) . MEDINA r e p o r t e d  t h a t  h i s  s t a t i s t i c s  had come 
i n  t o  him from t h e  p l a t o o n  l e a d e r s  by r a d i o  (pg.  1 2 3 ) .  
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HENDERSON asked i f  t h e r e  were any bod ies  nearby t h a t  he 
could  i n s p e c t  and MEDINA s a i d ,  "No" (pg. 1 2 4 ) .  
BLACKLEDGE never  d i d  l e a r n  t h a t  t h e  20-28 Vietnamese 
c i v i l i a n s  r e p o r t e d  a s  " h i t "  by MEDINA were i n  f a c t  dead 
(pgs .  113,  1 1 5 ) .  BLACKLEDGE d i d  r e c a l l  t h a t  something 

w a s  mentioned concerning medics (pgs.  1 1 4 ,  1 1 5 ) .  The 
w i t n e s s  r e l a t e d  t h a t  t h i s  was t h e  on ly  t i m e  they  e v e r  
went o u t  on t h e  ground t o  t a l k  t o  a company commander 
d u r i n g  an o p e r a t i o n ,  i . e . ,  smoke was s t i l l  i n  t h e  a i r  and 
a p l a c e  was c l e a r e d .  

3. HENDERSON 's REPORT. 

BLACKLEDGE i n i t i a l l y  claimed t h a t  he had never  seen  
E x h i b i t  R - 1 ,  a t r u e  copy of  HENDERSON'S 24 A p r i l  1968 
r e p o r t ,  e x c e p t  when he p r e v i o u s l y  t e s t i f i e d  b e f o r e  t h e  
P e e r s '  I n q u i r y  (pgs.  79, 8 0 ) .  However, on b e i n g  shown 
E x h i b i t  R-5, a carbon copy o f  HENDERSON'S o r i g i n a l  r e p o r t ,  
he i d e n t i f i e d  t h e  i n i t i a l s  on E x h i b i t  R-5 a s  h i s  own 
(pgs .  82-84).  The wi tness  cont inued t o  t e s t i f y  t h a t  he 
d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  e v e r  s e e i n g  t h e  document (pgs .  83, 8 4 ) .  
H e  a l s o  den ied  having anything t o  do w i t h  t h e  p r e p a r a t i o n  
o f  HENDERSON'S r e p o r t  o r  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  H e  d id  n o t  
r e c a l l  HENDERSON ask ing  him t o  have h i s  l e t t e r  typed o r  
handing t h e  h a r d w r i t t e n  d r a f t  t o  Se rgean t  GERBERDING t o  
type  (pgs .  83, 86) . BLACKLEDGE a s s e r t e d  t h a t  i f  GERBERDING 
claimed t o  have typed t h e  document then  he d i d  (pg.  83) . 
BLACKLEDGE d i d  n o t  d i s p u t e  GERBERDING's tes t imony 
regard ing  t h e  manner i n  which E x h i b i t  R-5 was p repared  
(pg. 8 4 ) .  BLACKLEDGE cou ld  n o t  r e c a l l  a l e t t e r  from 
General  KOSTER, t h e  C G ,  concerning t h e  s u b j e c t  m a t t e r  of  
E x h i b i t  2-1 (pg. 8 3 ) .  BLACKLEDGE opined t h a t  t h e  d r a f t  
was -g iven  t o  him by HENDERSON and he i n  t u r n  handed it t o  
GERBERDING f o r  t y p i n g  wi thou t  e v e r  look ing  a t  it c a r e f u l l y  
(pgs .  84,  8 5 ) .  However, s i n c e  t h e  l e t t e r  o r  r e p o r t  was 
addressed  t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n  CG,  BLACKLEDGE admi t t ed  it i s  
very l i k e l y  t h a t  he  d i d  r e a d  t h e  f i n i s h e d  p roduc t  b e f o r e  
g i v i n g  it t o  HENDERSON (pg.  8 9 ) .  He defended h i s  e a r l i e r  
tes t imony o f  n o t  having e v e r  r e a d  or  s e m d x h i b i t s  R - 1  
o r  R-5 by p o i n t i n g  o u t  t h a t  HENDERSON'S r e p o r t  i n  e s sence  
s t a t e s  and c o r r o b o r a t e s  e x a c t l y  what he had t e s t i f i e d  
t h a t  HENDERSON had t o l d  him (pgs .  84, 8 5 ) .  He d i scoun ted  
t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  he w a s  confus ing what he had r e a d  
w i t h  what HENDERSON had t o l d  him (pg.  8 9 ) .  Even though 
HENDERSON t o l d  BLACKLEDGE t h a t  he had spoken p e r s o n a l l y  
wi th  t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f  about  t h e  propaganda a l l e g a t i o n s ,  
BLACKLEDGE a t  t h e  t i m e  thought  t h a t  d i v i s i o n  w a s  conduct ing  
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an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  s e p a r a t e . f r o m  HENDERSON'S. Even when 
he saw E x h i b i t  R-1  i n  December o f  1969 a t  t h e  Peers  
I n q u i r y ,  he thought  it was a  " f e e d e r "  t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  (pgs .  89, 90) . E x h i b i t  R-5 d i d  i n  f a c t  have 
two i n c l o s u r e s  when it was s e n t  t o  d i v i s i o n  (pg.  8 6 ) .  
However, t h e  w i t n e s s  had no i d e a  a s  t o  how Capta in  
RODRIGUEZ'S  s i g n a t u r e  was removed from t h e  i n c l o s u r e  t o  
E x h i b i t  R-5 (pgs .  94,  9 5 ) .  BLACKLEDGE d i d  n o t  remember 
t h e  r e p o r t  be ing  forwarded i n  an "eyes o n l y "  envelope 
(pgs .  8 6 ,  87) . 
4 .  HENDERSON 's SECRET FILE. 

HENDERSON k e p t  h i s  p e r s o n a l  documents i n  a l a r g e  
mani la  envelope which was p laced  i n  t h e  s a k n e x t  t o  
GERBERDING's desk .  HENDERSON took t h e  envelope  o u t  
p e r i o d i c a l l y  t o  do a d d i t i o n a l  work. I t  became about  
one-half inch  i n  t h i c k n e s s .  BLACKLEDGE never  i n s p e c t e d  
i t s  c o n t e n t s .  HENDERSON informed BLACKLEDGE t h a t  t h e  
envelope con ta ined  h i s  p r i v a t e  papers  (pgs .  96-98).  
The w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  when he l a s t  saw t h e  
envelope.  BLACKLEDGE was t r a n s f e r r e d  i n  e a r l y  J u l y  
o f  1968 (pg.  1 0 0 ) .  

5 .  OFFICIAL BUSINESS RECORDS AND OTHER REPORTS AND 
INQUIRIES. 

a .  BLACKLEDGE could  n o t  e x p l a i n  why i t em 61  of  t h e  
l l t h  I n f a n t r y  Brigade j o u r n a l  of  16 March 1968 c a r r i e d  a s  
a WIA t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  who s h o t  h imsel f  a c c i d e n t a l l y  i n  
t h e  f o o t  (pg. 1 0 8)  . 

b .  BLACKLEDGE e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  he d i d  n o t  r e p o r t  t h e  
f a c t  t h a t  30 t o  40 VC had l e f t  t h e  v i l l a g e  p r i o r  t o  t h e  
a s s a u l t  i n  t h e  l l t h  Br igade1$  i n t e l l i g e n c e  summary be- 
cause  he d i d  n o t  f e e l  it was s u f f i c i e n t l y  s i g n i f i c a n t .  
I t  was noted  t h a t  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  p r i s o n e r  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  
r e p o r t s  which t h e  d i v i s i o n  G2 r e c e i v e d  would have l i s t e d  
t h i s  in fo rmat ion  (pgs .  109,  1 1 0 )  . 

c.  He d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  LUPER i n v e s t i g a t i n g  t h e  r e p o r t  
t h a t  a r t i l l e r y  k i l l e d  t h e  c i v i l i a n s  (pg. 1 1 5 ) .  

d .  The w i t n e s s  was unaware t h a t  i n s t r u c t i o n s  were 
s e n t  down by b r i g a d e  t o  Task Force Barker  t o  de termine  how 
t h e  c i v i l i a n s  were k i l l e d  and wounded (pgs. 124,  125) . 
However, t h e  n a t u r e  of  t h e  c a s u a l t i e s  r e p o r t e d  by Task 
Force Barker  was ques t ioned  a t  d i v i s i o n  l e v e l  (pg.  125) . 
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EXHIBIT 
NUMBER 

D-12 

D-14  

M-29 

M-30 

M-31 

M-32 

M-35 

M-36 

M-46 

PAGES 

s 

129 

128 

90 

94,95 

67 

92 

77,78 
l u t n t  
92 

108 

DESCRIPTION 

I11 MAF I n s t r .  5830.1A 

America1 DIVARTY l t r .  

TAN'S l t r  t o  K H I E N ,  
11 Apr ( t r a n s )  (Son 
Tinh D i s t )  . 

S t a t e m e n t  o f  RODRIGUEZ 

Census Gr ievance  Repor t  
1 8  March 68 
TDAN's d i r e c t i v e  t o  
i n v e s t i g a t e  

VC propaganda l e a f l e t  
Memo t o r  DC,  L ~ I  AKVN 
Div,  12 Apr 68 
1 1 t h  Bde J o u r n a l ,  16-19 
M a r 6 8  

NOTES 
' w i t  d i d  n o t  re-
c a l l  a s e r i o u s  i n -
c i d e n t  r e p o r t  go lng  
t o  I11 MAF inform-
l n g  them o r  t h e  2 U  
c i v i l i a n s  k i l l e d  o r  
t h i s  o r  o t h e r  
i n c i d e n t s .  
wit dla n o t  Know 
o f  an a r t i l l e r y  
i n c i d e n t  r e p o r t  
b e i n q  conduc ted  
i n  t h i s  case 
and i n  many o t h e r s  
t h e r e  was no 
i n v e s t i q a t i o n .  
Wi tness  d i d  n o t  
r e c a l l  h a v i n g  e v e r  
s e e n .  

W i t  had  n e v e r  s e e n  
and had no  i d e a  a s  
t o  how R O D R I G U E Z ' S  
s i g n a t u r e  was re-
moved from 
i n c l o s u r e s  t o  R-5. 
Wi tness  had  n e v e r  
s e e n .  
Wl tness  had n e v e r  
s e e n .  
w l t n e s s  n a a  n e v e r  
s e e n .  
witness n a a  n e v e r  
s e e n .  
Wi tness  was shown 
i t e m s  39 ,  6 1 ,  and 
108.  
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E X H I B I T  
NUMBER 

M-56 

M-87 

R- 1 

E X H I B I T S  


D E S C R I P T I O N  
E x t r a c t s  l l t h  I n f  B d e  
J o u r n a l  SOP 
l l t h  I n £  B d e  INTSUM 
7 6 - 6 8 ,  1 5 1 9 0 0 H - 1 6 1 9 0 0  
HENDERSON'S r epo r t  
( T r u e  C o p y  of R-5)  

BARKER'S a f t e r  a c t i o n  
report  
C a r b o n  copy of 
HENDERSON': o r i q i n a l  
repor t .  

NOTES 

W i t n e s s  w a s  s h o w n  

i t e m  50.  
Witness  w a s  s h o w n  
i t e m s  6  and 1 6  
Wi tne s s  had n o t  
seen  t h e  d o c u m e n t s  
except w h e n  he  
appeared before t h e  
P e e r s  I n q u i r y  
p r e v i o u s l y  .!;lm;nd:z;:;;e;;A 1 

i n  f a c t  h a v e  t w o  

l n c  osures  w e n  

s e n t  t o  d i v i s i o n  

by brigade.  


PAGES 

109. 

1 0 7 , 1 0 8  

7 9 , 8 0  

1 1 7  

86 
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(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1452 h o u r s ,  3 
December 1969. ) 

MR WEST: The hea r ing  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR : The fo l lowing  named persons  are p r e s e ~ t :  MR 
WEST, COL MILLER, COL WILSON, and MAJ LYNN. 

MR WEST: L e t  t h e  r eco rd  r e f l e c t  t h a t  General  PEERS excused 
himself  t o  see t h e  S e c r e t a r y  of t h e  Army. 

J u s t  b e f o r e  t h e  recess concluded we w e r e  cau t ion-
i n g  M r .  THOMPSON. M r .  THOMPSON h a s  been excused t empora r i l y ,  
and w e  w i l l  resume h i s  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  a t  a l a t e r  d a t e .  

Major LYNN, do w e  have ano the r  w i tnes s?  

RCDR: Y e s ,  s ir ,  t h e  n e x t  w i t n e s s  i s  L ieu tenan t  Colonel  
Richard K. BLACKLEDGE. 

(LTC Richard K . BLACKLEDGE, , 500th 
M i l i t a r y  I n t e l l i g e n c e  Group, APO 96558, Hawaii, was c a l l e d  
as a w i t n e s s ,  was sworn, and t e s t i f i e d  as fo l lows : )  

MR WEST: A l l  r i g h t .  Colonel  BLACKLEDGE, as you know t h i s  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i s  be ing  conducted by General  PEERS. He i s  
absen t  t empora r i l y  t o  s e e  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  of t h e  Army. H e  
h a s  asked me t o  beg in  t h e  i n t e r v i e w  w i t h  you. I hope he 
w i l l  be back soon,  b u t  t empora r i l y  w e . w i l 1  go ahead w i t h  it. 
Now b e f o r e  w e  proceed wi th  any q u e s t i o n s  t h e r e  a r e  s e v e r a l  
m a t t e r s  t h a t  I should speak t o  you about .  

This  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was d i r e c t e d  j o i n t l y  by t h e  
S e c r e t a r y  of t h e  Army and t h e  Chief of  S t a f f ,  Uni ted S t a t e s  
Army, f o r  t h e  purpose of de te rmin ing  f a c t s  and making f i n d -  
i n g s  and recommendations concerning:  

(1) t h e  adequacy of  p r i o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s ,  i n -
q u i r i e s ,  i n t e r v i e w s ,  and subsequent  reviews of r e p o r t s  w i t h i n  
t h e  cha in  of cortunand, of  what i s  now commonly r e f e r r e d  t o  
as t h e  My L a i  i n c i d e n t  of  16 March 1968, and 

(2)  p o s s i b l e  suppres s ion  and wi thhold ing  of i n f o r -
mation by any person  who had a du ty  t o  r e p o r t ,  t h a t  i s ,  
f u r n i s h  in fo rma t ion  concerning t h i s  i n c i d e n t .  

Now, t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  is  n o t  be ing  conducted 
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t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  a l l  f a c t s  and c i rcumstances  a s  t o  what happened 
a t  My Lai .  I t  i s  d i r e c t e d  f o r  t h o s e  s p e c i f i c  purposes  f o r  
which I j u s t  s t a t e d .  

I have had made a v a i l a b l e  t o  me and reviewed 
p r i o r  o f f i c i a l  s t a t emen t s  of o t h e r  o f f i c i a l  i n v e s t i - g a t i o n s  
of t h e  My La i  i n c i d e n t ,  f o r  example, an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
conducted by Colonel  WILSON from t h e  O f f i c e  of The Inspec to r  
General .  

Your tes t imony w i l l  be t aken  under o a t h .  A 
verbat im t r a n s c r i p t  w i l l  be prepared.  But a t  t h e  same 
t i m e  w e  are making a t a p e  r eco rd ing  t h a t  i s  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  
t h e  n o t e s  be ing  taken by t h e  r e p o r t e r .  

Although t h e  g e n e r a l  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of t h e  r e p o r t  
w i l l  be c o n f i d e n t i a l ,  it i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  tes t imony o r  p a r t s  
of it may l a t e r  become a m a t t e r  of p u b l i c  knowledge. A s  I 
have s a i d ,  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i s  be ing  conducted by General  
PEERS. H e  has  au tho r i zed  us t o  ask ques t ions .  I w i l l  ask 
you most of t h e  q u e s t i o n s ,  b u t  Colonel  MILLER and Colonel  
WILSON may a l s o  ask q u e s t i o n s .  I t  i s  going t o  be General  
PEERS' r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  a s  t o  t h e  f i n d i n g s  and recommendations. 

I n  beha l f  of General  PEERS, you are d i r e c t e d  n o t  
t o  d i s c u s s  your tes t imony except  i n  t h e  performance of 
o f f i c i a l  d u t i e s  which may be r e q u i r e d  of you b e f o r e  a com-
p e t e n t  j u d i c i a l  o r  an a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  body. 

Do you have any q u e s t i o n s  a t  t h i s  t ime? 

A. No, sir. I unders tand you, sir. 

Q. I n  hea r ings  of t h i s  t y p e ,  it is a p p r o p r i a t e ,  i f  
t h e  w i tnes s  is  suspec ted  of any th ing ,  t o  inform him of  h i s  
r i g h t s  concerning e n t i t l e m e n t  t o  counse l ,  s o  i f  you a r e  not  
i n  t h i s  a r e a  w e  w i l l  go on. We are no t  going t o  go i n t o  
t h a t .  

I f  you p l e a s e ,  when you respond t o  q u e s t i o n s ,  w i l l  
y8u be s u r e  t h a t  t h e  r e p o r t e r  h e a r s  your answers,  and i f  you 
do t h a t ,  t h e  r e s t  of us w i l l  be a b l e  t o  h e a r  you very  w e l l .  

D i r ec t ing  your a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  1 6 t h  of  March 
1968, would you t e l l  us what your du ty  assignment and 
l o c a t i o n  w a s  a t  t h e  t ime? 
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A. Y e s ,  sir. I was t h e  S2 of t h e  11th Light 
In fan t ry  Brigade and we were loca ted  a t  t h a t  time a t  a 
p lace  c a l l e d  LZ Bronco loca ted  a t  Duc Pho i n  Vietnam. 

Q- Who was i n  command of t h e  br igade a t  t h a t  time? 

A. The commander was Colonel Oran K. HENDERSON. 

Q Did you have an execut ive o f f i c e r  a t  t h a t  time? 

A. I ' l l  have t o  th ink  about t h a t  f o r  j u s t  a moment. 
H e  had been t h e  execut ive o f f i c e r  o r  t h e  deputy commander 
himself up u n t i l  t h e  day before  t h a t ,  and when he stepped 
up I ' m  no t  s u r e  j u s t  a t  t h e  moment who stepped i n t o  h i s  
p lace  as  t h e  XO. I t  j u s t  doesn ' t  occur t o  me. 

Q Well t h a t ' s  a l l  r i g h t .  How about t h e  S3? 

a The S3 was Major Robert MCKNIGHT. 

Q A r e  you f a m i l i a r  with the  combat s o r t i e  they
c a l l  Operation Task Force Barker t h a t  took p lace  i n  the  
Quang Ngai a rea  around t h e  hamlet of My L a i  ( 4 )  on 16 
March 1968? 

A. S i r ,  I am somewhat f a m i l i a r  with t h e  opera t ion .  
I am f a m i l i a r  with t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  which l e d  t o  t h e  
operat ion.  I d i d n ' t  even know t h e  whole t a sk  force-- that  
something was Task Force Barker because t h e  commander of 
it was Colonel BARKER--because it was no t  a r egu la r  bat-
t a l i o n .  W e  took one company from each of the  b a t t a l i o n s  
and formed t h i s  t a s k  force .  The name of t h e  opera t ion  I 
d i d  not  know. 

Q. " Where were you on t h e  morning of 16 March 1968? 

A. I was a t  my o f f i c e  a t  Duc Pho doing my normal 
duty a s  br igade  S2. 

Q Were you i n  the  f i e l d  any on t h a t  day near  t h e  
operat ion? 

A. I was. The br igade commander, a t  some p o i n t  i n  
the  day--I d o n ' t  now remember exac t ly  what t i m e  of t h e  day 
it was--came t o  me and s a i d  t h a t  he wanted me t o  accompany 
him on a t r i p  t o  t h e  f i e l d .  Since I d o n ' t  g e t  enough 
oppor tun i t i e s  t o  g e t  t o  t h e  f i e l d  a s  it i s ,  I jumped a t  
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t h e  oppor tun i ty .  of cou r se  I went w i t h  him. 

Q What day was t h i s ?  

A. This  was t h e  1 6 t h  of  March t o  t h e  b e s t  of my 
r e c o l l e c t i o n .  S h a l l  I cont inue?  

Q Go ahead and t e l l  us  what you d i d .  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  who else w a s  i n  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r .  
I do know t h a t  I accompanied him, and I have been t o l d  t h a t  
t h e r e  w e r e - c e r t a i n  o t h e r  people  t h e r e ,  b u t  I have no con-
f idence  any longe r  a s  t o  who they  were. W e  went n o r t h  t o  
t h e  a r e a  where t h e  o p e r a t i o n  had taken  p l a c e ,  about  a 
15 o r  20 minute h e l i c o p t e r  r i d e ,  and a t  some p o i n t  i n  t h e  
f l i g h t  he made c o n t a c t  on ground wi th  t h e  company commander 
and r eques t ed  t h a t  t h e  company commander s e c u r e  a p l a c e  f o r  
a h e l i c o p t e r  t o  l a n d  and t o  pop smoke i n d i c a t i n g  where t h e  
a r e a  was and t h a t  it w a s  secured .  I monitored h i s  end of 
t h e  conve r sa t ion .  Pu rp l e  smoke w a s  popped and I saw t h a t ,  
and w e  d i d  immediately descend and landed i n  a s m a l l ,  
what appeared t o  be a t i l l e d  f i e l d  perhaps  1 0 0  f e e t  by 
100 f e e t  w i t h  hedgerow a l l  around it. There were s o l d i e r s  
a t  i r r e g u l a r  i n t e r v a l s  around t h e  pe r ime te r  of t h e  f i e l d  
and about  i n  t h e  c e n t e r ,  Captain  MEDINA and h i s  r a d i o  
o p e r a t o r  were s t a t i o n e d .  A s  soon a s  w e  jumped o u t  of  t h e  
h e l i c o p t e r ,  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  immediately r o s e  and g o t  o u t  
of t h e  a r e a  s i n c e  it was, accord ing  t o  t h e  company commander, 
n o t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  s ecu re .  I d i d  n o t  h e a r  any f i r i n g  d u r i n g  
t h e  t ime w e  were on t h e  ground a t  a l l .  

Q =  A l l  r i g h t ,  would you f i x  t h e  t i m e  of day on t h i s  
approximately?  

A. I would have t o  s ay ,  s i r ,  it was probably  some-
time between 1000 221 1 4 0 0 .  T h a t ' s  about  as c l o s e  as 
I can g e t .  I know it w a s n ' t  t h e  ve ry  f i r s t  t h i n g  i n  t h e  
morning, and I know i t  w a s n ' t  ve ry  l a t e  i n  t h e  a f t e rnoon ,  
s o  t h a t ' s  about  a s  c l o s e  as I can approximate it. 

Q To t h e  r e a r  of you t h e r e ,  i s  a l a r g e  s c a l e  map
(Exh ib i t  MAP-1)  . It  shows t h e  a s s a u l t  a r ea .  Would you 
i n d i c a t e  on t h e r e  about  where you landed when you s a t  down 
by Captain  MEDINA? 

A. (Standing by t h e  w a l l  map) Here a g a i n ,  s i r ,  I ' m  
n o t  c e r t a i n  t h a t  a l l  t h e  t i m e  we w e r e  on t h e  ground--however, 
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I go t  t h e  f e e l i n g  t h a t  having gone over  where w e  saw t h e  
burning hu t s  and s o  on t h a t  we a r e  back i n  t h i s  d i r e c t i o n  
and landed perhaps i n  here  someplace. 

MR WEST: Let  t h e  record show t h a t  t h e  wi tness  pointed t o  
an a r e a  about 1,000 meters nor th  MY'Lai ( 4 )  . 

Can you read t h e  coordina tes  t h e r e ?  

A. We were away from t h i s  w a t e r  here--I have t o  
g e t  myself back over  here--about 705 o r  805. 

Q - A l l  r ight--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  S h a l l  I cont inue ,  sir--

Q - ( In te rpos ing)  To r e f r e s h  your memory w a s  Major 
MCKNIGHT w i t h  you? 

A. H e  was n o t ,  s ir ,  I am almost c e r t a i n  t h a t  he  was 
no t .  

Q Go ahead and t e l l  us what happened. 

A. I would l i k e  t o  say a t  t h i s  juncture ,  a year  and 
a h a l f  l a t e r ,  a f t e r  you have taken a number of  t h e s e  f l i g h t s ,  
one s o r t  of blends i n  with another ,  and you have q u i t e  a 
d i f f i c u l t  t i m e  th inking  back and saying ,  "Yes, t h i s  i s  t h e  same 
f l i g h t , "  e t  c e t e r a .  The only t h i n g  t h a t  makes t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  
f l i g h t  s t a n d  ou t  so  c l e a r l y  i n  my memory a s  opposed t o  a l l  
o t h e r s  w a s  r e a l l y  t h e  conversat ion t h a t  took p lace  once we 
g o t  on t h e  ground. I ' l l  j u s t  proceed wi th  t h a t .  A s  soon 
as we g o t  t h e r e ,  Colonel HENDERSON s t a r t e d  speaking t o  
Captain MEDINA. The a i r c r a f t  had depar t ed ,  and t h e  f i r s t  
t h i n g  he  d iscussed  with him was t h e  s e c u r i t y  around t h e  
a r e a  and i n  t h e  immediate v i c i n i t y  and w a s  t o l d  t h e r e  had 
n o t  been any f i r i n g  and it w a s  r e l a t i v e l y  secure .  Of 
course we r e a l l y  never knew from one moment t o  t h e  next .  
H e  then  launched i n t o  a d i scuss ion  of t h e  r e p o r t s  t h a t  he 
had been r e c e i v i n g  concerning something l i k e  128 c a s u a l t i e s ,  
enemy c a s u a l t i e s  from t h i s  t a s k  f o r c e ,  of which a l a r g e  por t ion  
were a l l eged ly  caused by C Company, Captain M E D I N A t s  company. 
I don' t r e c a l l  how t h e  number 128, which s t i c k s  i n  my memory, 
w a s  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  C Company. My records a r e  gone now. How-
e v e r  Colonel HENDERSON w a s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  
c h a r a c t e r  of  t h e s e  c a s u a l t i e s .  He wanted t o  know i f  they 
were mil i tary-age males and i f  any females were among them, 

(BLACKLEDGE) APP T-4 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

i f  t h e r e  were any c h i l d r e n  among them. And a t  t h a t  p o i n t  
Captain  E E D I N A  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  had been some few 
c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s  perhaps  caused by a r t i l l e r y  p r e p a r a t i o n  
o r  even du r ing  t h e  combat, b u t  t h e s e  w e r e  no more t h a n  t h e  
nominal few t h a t  were unavoidable  i n  t h i s  t y p e  o f  o p e r a t i o n  
where t h e  enemy was a t t empt ing  t o  i n f i l t r a t e  t h e  c i v i l i a n  
populace and t h a t  h i s  people  were doing e v e r y t h i n g  i n  t h e i r  
power t o  avoid  f u r t h e r  c a s u a l t i e s ,  and t h a t  t hey  w e r e  t a k i n g  
a p p r o p r i a t e  a c t i o n  t o  g ive  succo r  t o  t h e  wounded and s o  on. 
Colonel  HENDERSON asked him whether he  had p e r s o n a l l y  s e e n  
any of t h e  c a s u a l t i e s ,  and my r e c o l l e c t i o n  i s  t h a t  Capta in  
llEDINA i n d i c a t e d  a t  t h a t  p o i n t  t h a t  h e  had s e e n  very  few 
o r  none a t  a l l .  I d o n ' t  remember what he s a i d .  The t e n o r  
of t h e  conve r sa t ion  was t h a t  h e  had t o  be where h e  cou ld  
c o n t r o l  h i s  p l a t o o n s  and w a s  t h e r e f o r e  unable  t o  see what 
each of h i s  p l a t o o n s  w a s  doing,  b u t  t h a t  he  w a s  g e t t i n g  
what he  cons ide red  v a l i d  r e p o r t s ,  a c c u r a t e  r e p o r t s ,  from 
each of  h i s  p l a toon  l e a d e r s .  Colonel  HENDERSON asked  him 
i f  t h e r e  w a s  any bodies  nearby t h a t  h e  could  i n s p e c t .  
Captain  MEDINA t o l d  him t h a t  t h e r e  was none i n  t h e  immediate 
v i c i n i t y - - t h e r e  w a s  none where he could  t a k e  t h e  c o l o n e l  
t o  w i thou t  having t o  c a l l  back on one of h i s  p l a t o o n s  o r  g e t  
a d d i t i o n a l  s e c u r i t y  f o r c e s .  The c o l o n e l  pursued  t h i s  matter 
of noncombatant c a s u a l t i e s  t o  t h e  p o i n t  where I f e l t  it t o  
be  a l i t t l e  unusual .  I shou ld  say a t  t h i s  p o i n t  t h a t  p r i o r  
t o  going o u t  w i th  t h e  c o l o n e l ,  I was n o t  aware o f  any k i n d  
of  i n c i d e n t  which was o t h e r  t h a n  normal combat o p e r a t i o n s ,  
and I f e l t  t h a t  h i s  conve r sa t ion  a t  t h a t  t i m e  w a s  an e f f o r t  
t o  make s u r e  t h a t  t h e  r e p o r t i n g  f i g u r e s  were a c c u r a t e .  
A s  you know, a body count  appears  t o  be  a way o f  l i f e  i n  
Vietnam. For one t h i n g ,  h i g h e r  headqua r t e r s  w i l l  q u e s t i o n ,  
" I s  t h i s  an a c c u r a t e  body count?"  And s i n c e  t h i s  body count  
o f  128 was s o  much o u t  of  l i n e  w i th  what w a s  normal I f e l t  
t h a t  perhaps  t h a t  h i g h e r  headqua r t e r s  had q u e s t i o n e d  t h a t  
f i g u r e  and t h a t  we were perhaps  on t h e  ground t h e r e  t o  
r e a s s u r e  o u r s e l v e s  t l a t  t h e  r e p o r t i n g  was c o r r e c t .  I n  
r e t r o s p e c t ,  Monday morning qua r t e rback ing ,  it now appea r s  
t h a t  he was i n v e s t i g a t i n g  more t h a n  what I t h o u g h t  a t  t h e  
t i m e .  

Q Have you r e c e i v e d  any,  o r  hea rd  any,  rumor a t  
a l l  about unusual  numbers o f  noncombatant c i v i l i a n s  be ing  
k i l l e d  i n  and around My La i  ( 4 )  b e f o r e  t h i s ?  Before  you 
went w i th  t h e  c o l o n e l ?  

A.  I have n o t ,  no r  had I d i r e c t l y  a f t e r w a r d s .  There 
w a s  an everyday occur rence  i n  t h e  b r i g a d e  where peop le  
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were e n j o i n e d  t o  watch o u t  f o r  t h e  c i v i l i a n s .  Try t o  t a k e  
care of them. Don' t  l e t  them g e t  i n  t h e  way. I t ' s  b e t t e r  
t o  ho ld  your f i r e  t han  t o  h u r t  a c i v i l i a n .  And I know from 
t a l k i n g  t o  many o t h e r  company commanders, and s o  on ,  t h a t  
many weapons-carrying VC were al lowed t o  go f r e e  because of 
t h e  f a c t  t h e y  mingled w i t h  c i v i l i a n s  and c o u l d n ' t  be  e x t r a c t e d  
from them. 

Q- About how long  d i d  t h i s  conve r sa t ion  wi th  
Captain  MEDINA t ake?  

A. I would say  something on t h e  o r d e r  of  an hour 
o r  l e s s  was t h e  e n t i r e  t ime w e  were on t h e  ground, and 
a l l  of t h a t  t i m e  was n o t  d i r e c t e d  t o  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  
p o i n t .  I ' m  s u r e  t h a t  we had o t h e r  q u e s t i o n s  a s  t o  "How a r e  
your  p l a t o o n s  doing?" and "Are your  maneuvers c o r r e c t ? "  
and e t  c e t e r a  and e t  c e t e r a .  

Q- Did you make any on-the-ground i n s p e c t i o n s  i n  
My La i  ( 4 )  hamlet?  

-

A. W e  d i d  n o t .  We never  moved o u t  of t h a t  p o t a t o  
pa t ch .  W e  went back i n t o  t h e  a i r c r a f t  t h e r e  and depa r t ed  
t h e  a r ea .  The on ly  o t h e r  i n s p e c t i o n  t h a t  w e  made of  t h e  
area w a s  from t h e  a i r .  W e  j u s t  made s e v e r a l  circles from 
t h e  a i r .  

Q- . Of t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Of t h e  e n t i r e  a r e a .  I would say  t h a t  w e  w e r e  
f l y i n g  a t  t h e  minimum a l t i t u d e ,  about  500 f e e t .  

9- Did you observe anyth ing  of i n t e r e s t ?  

A. I n o t i c e d  t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e  q u i t e  a few h u t s  
burn ing ,  and t h i s  was n o t  t o o  unusual .  Most o p e r a t i o n s  of 
t h i s  s o r t  w e  have a few h u t s ;  b u t  t h i s  one we had more than  
t h e  normal number of h u t s  burning.  I t  appeared t h a t  j u s t  
about  every  one i n  t h e  a r e a  was a f i r e .  

Q A s  I unders tand from Colonel  HENDERSON, Colonel  
HENDERSON w a s  asked i f  t h e r e  w e r e  any bod ie s  t h a t  he could  see. 
Did you e v e r  observe  any bod ie s  from t h e  a i r ?  

A. I d i d  n o t .  

Q How long  d i d  you observe i n  t h e  a i r  b e f o r e  l eav ing?  

(BLACKLEDGE) 7 APP T-4 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

A. I would s a y  we j u s t  made perhaps  a t  most f o u r  
o r  f i v e  c i r c l e s  of t h e  e n t i r e  a r e a ,  and I would say  t h i s  
cou ld  be done i n  a h e l i c o p t e r  i n  15  o r  20 minutes .  

Q. Did you go back t o  Duc Pho? 

A. We d i d .  I ' m  n o t  r e a l l y  s u r e  i n  my mind whether w e  
made a s t o p  a t  t a s k  f o r c e  headqua r t e r s  o r  no t .  H e r e  a g a i n ,  I 
have d i f f i c u l t y  because we d i d  make a number of f l i g h t s  d u r i n g  
s e v e r a l  months and sometimes we s topped o f f  b e f o r e  w e  went 
t o  t he  f i e l d  and sometimes w e  s topped o f f  a f t e r w a r d s .  I n  
t h i s  case  I b e l i e v e  my s t a t emen t - - tha t  we r e t u r n e d  d i r e c t l y - -
t h a t ' s  my b e s t  r e c o l l e c t i o n ;  I j u s t  d o n ' t  remember s topp ing .  

Q Were you back up i n  t h i s  a r e a  aga in  d u r i n g  t h e  
ope ra t ion?  

A. W e l l  t h i s  w a s  a con t inu ing  o p e r a t i o n  so--

Q 
1 8t h ?  

( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Well,  I mean t h e  1 6 t h ,  1 7 t h ,  o r  

A. No, s i r ,  I might have been up t o  t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  
headqua r t e r s  b u t  n o t  i n t o  t h e  f i e l d .  We had an OP Upt igh t  
up h e r e  t h a t  w e  s t o p  a t  from t ime t o  t ime and LZ D o t t i e  
where it might be h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g  on w a l l  map) someplace. 
L e t  me do t h i s  again--I 'm wi th  it now--here w e  go--

Q ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  You a r e  no t  back i n  t h e  A0 f o r  
t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. No, s i r ,  w e  f l ew o v e r  t h i s  on o u r  way t o  d i v i s i o n  
headqua r t e r s  a t  Chu L a i .  

Q I s e e .  A t  any t ime l a t e r .  now d i d  you h e a r  any-
t h i n g  concerning k i l l i n g  of c i v i l i a n s  i n  l a r g e  numbers a t  
My Lai  ( 4 )  du r ing  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  t h e  f i r s t  t ime t h a t  I r e c a l l  r e c e i v i n g  
such a r e p o r t  was perhaps  a month l a t e r .  Y o u ' l l  have t o  
g i v e  me a l i t t l e  leeway on t h i s .  I judge it t o  be about  a 
month. I ' m  n o t  s u r e  which w a s  t h e  f i r s t  r e p o r t ,  b u t  t h e  two 
t h a t  s t i c k  o u t  i n  my memory, were one--and t h e s e  came through 
Vietnamese channe ls  by t h e  way as d i d  hundreds of  r e p o r t s  
t h a t  we r e c e i v e d .  I would g e t  s t a c k s  of r e p o r t s  I would 
say an inch  o r  two t h i c k  t o  go through every  day.  One of  
t h e s e  suddenly popped up and i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e  VC i n  t h i s  
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p a r t i c u l a r  a r e a  were p u b l i c i z i n g  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  hundreds ,  
it went up i n t o  400  and 500 people ,  had been murdered 
i n  t h i s  a r e a .  This  was n o t  an u s u a l  r e p o r t .  There 
i s  an awful l o t  of  VC propaganda t h a t  goes on b u t  t h i s  
appeared t o  be  a l i t t l e  more o u t l a n d i s h  than  t h e  rest.  I t  
appeared t o  be on a l i t t l e  d i f f e r e n t  t a c k  than  t h e  rest. 
I p o i n t e d  t h i s  o u t  t o  Colonel  HENDERSON. I t o l d  him t h a t  
we  had a r a t h e r  unusual  r e p o r t  h e r e  because it co inc ided  
w i t h  t h e  t i m e  of o u r  o p e r a t i o n ,  and s i n c e  we d i d  k i l l  128 
VC by t h e  r e p o r t s  t h a t  w e  r ece ived  a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  it appeared 
t o  me t h a t  it w a s  a  m a t t e r  of  s o u r  g rapes  o r  perhaps  more 
c i v i l i a n s  t h a n  need be had been k i l l e d .  But I tended t o  
d i s c o u n t  t h a t  k ind  of a f i g u r e .  I t  j u s t  seemed t o  be way 
way o u t  of  p r o p o r t i o n  wi th  128 avowed VC t h a t  had been 
k i l l e d  i n  t h e  a r e a .  S t i l l  I po in t ed  it o u t  t o  him. I 
s a i d ,  "we've g o t  one here--looks l i k e  i t ' s  going t o  be a 
l i t t l e  t e n d e r , "  and he acknowledged t h e  r e p o r t  and s i n c e  
w e  knew t h a t  d i v i s i o n  headqua r t e r s  g o t  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of 
t h e  same r e p o r t s  from t h e  prov ince  c h i e f  a t  Quang Ngai, 
I i n d i c a t e d  t o  him t h a t  d i v i s i o n  would probably be 
i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h i s  and he agreed  w i t h  m e .  A t  t h a t  p o i n t ,  
I t h i n k  I w i l l  go on t o  t h e  nex t  r e p o r t  which came 
p r e t t y  much on i t s  heel--

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  P r i o r  t o  t h i s  t i m e  had Colonel  
HENDERSON s a i d  anyth ing  t o  you about  making a r e p o r t  of 
t h e  number of  c i v i l i a n s  k i l l e d ?  

A. I can r e c a l l  t h a t  s i n c e  t h i s  f i g u r e  w a s  a 
p a r t i c u l a r l y  l a r g e  one t h a t  on t h e  day t h a t  w e  went o u t  
t h e r e  t h e  number appeared t o  be such t h a t  t h e  d i v i s i o n  
w a s  a sk ing  about  t h i s .  So I knew t h a t  was one o f  t h e  t h i n g s  
he was checking on. I a l s o  knew t h a t  d i v i s i o n  always p re s sed  
on t h e  accuracy of o u r  f i g u r e s .  A s  t o  t h e  n a t u r e  of t h e  
people ,  as t o  t h e r e  having been a massacre o r  any th ing  of 
t h a t  s o r t ,  t h e r e  was no mention made. Even a f t e r  I 
r e c e i v e d  t h i s  f i r s t  r e p o r t ,  I was s t i l l  p r e t t y  much 
p e r s o n a l l y  of  t h e  op in ion  t h a t  perhaps  t h i s  was no th ing  
more than  a w i l d  r e p o r t .  I t  w a s n ' t  u n t i l - -  

Q- ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  You p e r s o n a l l y  had no knowledge-- 

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Y e s ,  s ir ,  t h e r e  was ano the r  
r e p o r t .  I ' m  n o t  s u r e  which one came f i r s t ,  whether t h e  one 
I a m  going t o  t e l l  you about  now was t h e  f i r s t  one t h a t  
came a c r o s s  t h e  board o r  t h e  one I j u s t  t o l d  you about ;  b u t  
t h i s  n e x t  one r e a d  something l i k e  t h i s ,  " S o l d i e r s  of t h e  
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Viet  Cong a r e  wearing red  arm bands on which i s  emblazoned 
t h e  s logan,  'determined t o  avenge' o r  ' r e s o l v e  t o  avenge t h e  
a t r o c i t y ' ,  o r  'massacre, '  o r  'murder , ' "  o r  words t o  t h a t  
e f f e c t ,  " a t  Son My, My Lai"--I c a n ' t  remember e x a c t l y  ' 

which hamlet was picked o u t  i n  t h i s  e n t i r e  v i l l a g e ,  because 
t h e  v i l l a g e  has a number of hamlets.  I b e l i e v e  it was t h e  
e n t i r e  v i l l a g e .  This  of course--these r ed  arm bands--and 
here  again t h e r e  was another  case where it appeared t o  be firm- 
i n g  up t h i s  tendency on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  t o  make a p o l i t i c a l  
f o o t b a l l  ou t  of t h e  th ing .  Also, i n  my own mind, it began 
t o  cause me a l i t t l e  b i t  of d i squ ie t - -

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  This second t h i n g  w a s  d i r e c t e d  a t  
My Lai ( 4 ) ?  

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q e  The f i r s t  w a s  t h e  propaganda l e a f l e t s .  

A. Here 's  what they look l i k e ,  s ir .  They a r e  
pieces  of paper 8 1 /2  by 10. A t  t h e  t o p  they  would have 
p ieces  of information concerning t h e  source  of information,  
r epor t ing  t h e  d a t e ,  t h e  agency t h a t  acquired it, a coded 
name of t h e  agent which acquired i t ,  and s o  on, and down 
below t h e r e  would be a s h o r t  paragraph t e l l i n g  what t h i s  
p iece  of information i s .  This i s  done on hectograph, and 
it i s  produced i n  i n t e l l i g e n c e  channels and farmed ou t  t o  
a l l  i n t e l l i g e n c e  agents .  

Q. I t  w a s  a r e p o r t ?  

A. I t  w a s  a r e p o r t .  

Q* And both of t h e s e  were? 

A. To t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge, t h e r e  were one o r  
two a f t e r  t h e s e  two which again had t h e  same genera l  t e n o r  
t h a t  something had occurred there- - tha t  c i v i l i a n s  had been 
k i l l e d .  

Q- I hand you a document t h a t  has been admitted i n  
evidence as  Exh ib i t  R-1. It i s  a r epor t  which Colonel 
HENDERSON made t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander. I ' l l  ask you 
i f  you ever  saw t h a t  before .  

(MR WEST handed t h e  document t o  t h e  wi tness . )  

A. Even without  reading it, I would say  t h a t  I d i d  
n o t  s e e  t h i s  r e p o r t .  
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Q Did you ever  see any o t h e r  r e p o r t  t h a t  he made on 
poss ib le  k i l l i n g  of c i v i l i a n s  i n  My Lai ( 4 )  ? 

A. I spoke with Colonel HENDERSON i n  A p r i l  about 
t h i s ,  and he ind ica ted  t h a t  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was being 
undertaken when I brought these  r e p o r t s  t o  him. I d o n ' t  
r e c a l l  whether he t o l d  me t h i s  upon t h e  occurrence of my 
showing him t h e  f i r s t  r e p o r t  o r  t h e  second, b u t  he d i d  
i n d i c a t e  t o  me and I understood him t o  say t h a t  d i v i s i o n  
was i n v e s t i g a t i n g  it. He l a t e r  re layed back t o  me, i n  
another  conversat ion,  when we discussed t h i s  ma t t e r  aga in ,  
t h a t  the  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  had gone i n t o  Vietnamese channels 
and Vietnamese w e r e  looking a t  t h i s  ma t t e r  and t h a t  t h e  
d i s t r i c t  ch ief  and t h e  province chief  a s  we l l  were involved 
and t h a t  they had ind ica ted  t o  America1 a u t h o r i t i e s  t h a t  
t h i s  was nothing more than VC propaganda and t h a t  no more 
than the  normal amount of c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s  had occurred,  
and a t  t h e  t i m e  I be l ieved t h e  r e p o r t .  I had mental 
r e se rva t ions  s i n c e  w e  had many of these  opera t ions  and w e  
had not  been rpceiving t h e  same kind of r epor t s .  We d i d n ' t  
rece ive  the  same kind of r e p o r t s  on t h i s  one. It must 
have been a l i t t l e  b i t  of something because it was a l i t t l e  
b i t  of something d i f f e r e n t .  I se ized  on that--

Q = ( In terpos ing)  There are two inc losures  t o  t h i s  
e x h i b i t .  

A. S h a l l  I read i t ?  

Q- I f  you w i l l  t u r n  over  t o  the  two inc losures  you
might see  i f  you have seen these  items before.  This one 
da ted  t h e  14th of Apr i l  concerns t h e  My Lai ( 4 )  i n c i d e n t ,  
and the  second one i s  a propaganda l e a f l e t .  I wonder 
whether o r  no t  these  had come t o  your a t t e n t i o n ?  

A. No, sir,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  having seen t h i s  one. 
Of course,  I was n o t  d i r e c t l y  involved i n  making these  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n s .  I only heard about it from t h e  br igade 
commander. 

Q Does t h e  second inc losure  look f a m i l i a r ,  Exhib i t  
R- l? 

A. I have t h e  f e e l i n g  t h a t  t h i s  looks something 
l i k e  a l e t t e r  which was c a r r i e d  up onto LZ Uptight one 
day by a young boy and g i r l  who s a i d  t h a t  they had been 
given t h e  le t ter  by someone e l s e .  They came t o  t h e  wire 
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and brought  it through.  And a s  t o  whether t h i s  i s  t h e  same 
l e t t e r ,  I am n o t  p o s i t i v e ,  b u t  I see some of t h e  same type  
in format ion  i s  i n  it. 

Q One headed,  "The American Devi ls  Divulge T h e i r  
True Form." But you d i d n ' t  f u r n i s h  t h i s  t o  Colonel  
HENDERSON t h a t  day? 

A. No. I ' m  wondering how I came t o  see t h a t  
le t ter .  Of course  it came down t o  us  from LZ D o t t i e .  
Since LZ Up t igh t ,  be ing  p a r t  of  t h e  Task Force Barke r ' s  
a r e a ,  it would have been s e n t  t o  t h e r e ,  t hen  down t o  
us.  What use  w e  made of  t h e  l e t t e r  I c a n ' t  remember a t  
t h i s  t i m e .  

Q Y e s .  Now d i d  you s u b s e q u e n t . 1 ~r e c e i v e  any. 
r e p o r t s  of some -unusual  number of  c i v i l i a n s  be ing  k i l l e d  
a t  My Lai  ( 4 ) ?  

A. A s  f o r  t h e  d i r e c t  in format ion  t h a t  I have--no, 
u n t i l  I r e t u r n e d  back t o  Hawaii and spoke wi th  Colonel 
HENDERSON. Colonel HENDERSON was i n  Hawaii when I 
r e tu rned  i n  November. A t  t h a t  t i m e  w e  once aga in  
d i scussed  t h e  m a t t e r .  

Q- This  was t h e  y e a r  1968? 

A. This  would be about  December 1968. 

Q What was t h e  s u b j e c t  of your conve r sa t ion  a t  
t h a t  t ime? 

A. I bel ieve--I 'm n o t  s u r e  which one of  u s  opened 
it, I t h i n k  it was him. He asked i f  anyth ing  fur the;  had 
come t o  my  knowledge concerning t h e  i n c i d e n t ,  and I s a i d  
it d i d  no t .  O r ,  it may have been t h a t  I asked him and he 
s a i d  t h a t  it d i d  n o t ,  b u t  we d i d  d i s c u s s  t h e  m a t t e r  once 
again.  I t  was i n  about  t h a t  t ime frame. 

Q- How d i d  he r e f e r  t o  i t ?  

A. H e  once a g a i n  r e i t e r a t e d  t h a t  d i v i s i o n  had 
r equ i r ed  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  and they  had done what t hey  
could a t  t h e  t i m e  t o  check it o u t  and t h a t  t h e  Vietnamese 
sou rces ,  which were t h e  b e s t  t hey  had,  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h i s  
was n o t  a t r u e  f a c t .  

Q Did Colonel HENDERSON e v e r  i n d i c a t e  t o  you t h a t  
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he made o r  had ano the r  person make a second i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
of t h i s  i n c i d e n t ?  

A. No, sir ,  I hqd t h e  f e e l i n g  t h a t  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
was n o t  be ing  conducted by b r i g a d e ,  b u t  by d i v i s i o n .  Of 
c o u r s e ,  i t ' s  a m a t t e r  o f - - i f  d i v i s i o n  t o l d  t h e  b r i g a d e  t o  
do it, it would amount t o  t h e  same t h i n g ;  b u t ,  t h a t  was 
n o t  d i r ec t ed - -no r  d i d  he e v e r  i n d i c a t e  t o  me t h a t  he w a s  
t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  o f f i c e r  h imse l f .  H e  had t h e  e n t i r e  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  I knew t h a t  he w a s  involved  i n  it. That 
was why he had t h e  i n fo rma t ion  t h a t  he was a b l e  t o  g i v e  
back t o  m e  concerning t h e  r e p o r t  by t h e  Vietnamese 
a u t h o r i t i e s .  H e  was be ing  k e p t  informed by t h e  d i v i s i o n  
and by t h e  Vietnamese d i s t r i c t  c h i e f  and so on. 

Q Did he e v e r  mention t h i s  a t  t h e  b r i g a d e  s t a f f  
meet ings  ? 

A. The i n c i d e n t s ?  

Q- Y e s .  

A. Not t o  my knowledge. That  i s  n o t  t o  s ay  t h a t  
h e . d i d n l t .  I j u s t  d o n ' t  recal l  t h a t  he d i d .  

Q I n  your  c a p a c i t y  a s  S2 of  t h e  b r i g a d e ,  d i d  you
have any r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  of  t h e  P I 0  
Detachment? 

A. W e l l ,  I ' m  h e s i t a t i n g  because I want t o  be s u r e  
t h a t  I had none b e f o r e  I say  none. There may have been 
some s e c u r i t y  requirement  a t  one t i m e  o r  ano the r  b u t  a t  
t h e  moment I c a n ' t  t h i n k  of  any p a r t i c u l a r  t ime when w e  
had t o  p u t  any k ind  of s e c u r i t y .  Our o p e r a t i o n s  b e f o r e  
t hey  took p l a c e  were c l a s s i f i e d .  Of cou r se  you d i d n ' t  
allow--PI0 people  d i d n ' t  come ove r  when w e  were p lanning  
an o p e r a t i o n .  Once t h e  o p e r a t i o n  w a s  underway, however, 
ve ry  o f t e n  t h e  P I0  people  were o u t  t h e r e  on t h e  ground 
wi th  t h e  o p e r a t i o n .  A t  t h a t  p o i n t  of  t h e  game u n c l a s s i f i e d - -

Q * ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Did t h e  P I0  people  r e p o r t  t o  you? 

A. NO,  s ir .  

MR WEST: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  be r eces sed .  
" 

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  1539 h o u r s ,  3 December 1969 .) 
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(The h e a r i n g  c a l l e d  t o  o r d e r  a t  1540 hour s ,  
3 December 1 9 6 9 .  ) 

RCDR: A l l  pe rsons  who were p r e s e n t  when t h e  hea r ing  
r eces sed  a r e  aga in  p r e s e n t .  

MR WEST: Would you l e t  t h e  r e c o r d  show t h a t  General  PEERS 
has  r e j o i n e d  t h e  h e a r i n g  and d i r e c t e d  M r .  WEST t o  con t inue  
t h e  i n t e r r o g a t i o n ? ,  

I unders tand t h e  P I 0  Detachment d i d  n o t  r e p o r t  
t o  you? 

A. 'NO, sir. 

Q Did t h e y  f u r n i s h  you cop ie s  of t h e  photographs
t h a t  t hey  took  i n  t h e  f i e l d  as a matter o f  course?  

A. No, t h e y  d i d  n o t .  I s a w  a few photographs from 
time t o  t ime by go ing  o v e r  t o  where t h e  PI0  Detachment w a s  
o r  s ee ing  t h e  ones  t h a t  were pub l i shed  i n  t h e  America1 
p u b l i c a t i o n s  and t h a t  s o r t  o f  t h i n g ,  b u t  t h e y  were n o t  
cus tomar i ly  p roces sed  through me. They were o f  no 
i n t e l l i g e n c e  v a l u e  normally.  

Q L e t  m e  have t h e  photographs p l e a s e .  

(Recorder handed MR WEST t h e  photographs . )  

I hand you photographs marked E x h i b i t s  P-2 
through P-25 and I ask you i f  you have e v e r  s een  t h e s e  
be fo re?  

(MR WEST handed t h e  photographs t o  LTC 
BLACKLEDGE.) 

A. I have looked a t  a l l  t h e  p h o t o g r a ~ S sand two of 
them look s i m i l a r  t o  photographs t h a t  I s a w  a day o r  two 
ago i n  L i f e  magazine--numbers 15  and 16.  I ' m  n o t  s u r e  
t h a t  t hey  are t h e  photographs  b u t  t hey  are ve ry  similar  
t o  t h e  ones  I saw i n  t h e  magazine, and t h a t ' s  t h e  f i r s t  
t ime t h a t  I saw them. 

Q You have ano the r  one t h e r e ?  

A.  Y e s ,  because I recognize  someone. This  i n d i v i d u a l  
r i g h t  h e r e  ( p o i n t i n g ) ,  I worked p r e t t y  c l o s e  w i t h  him. I 
b e l i e v e  t h a t  i s  L ieu tenan t  JOHNSON who was m i l i t a r y  
i n t e l l i g e n c e  i n t e r r o g a t o r  who was a t t a c h e d  t o  TF Barker. 
That  i s  photo  number 22.  
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Q. You do not  recognize any from your previous 
experience? 

A. NO,  s i r ,  as ide  from what I j u s t  s a i d .  

Q. Those photographs you saw were taken by Sergeant 
HAEBERLE, formerly a member of t h e  P I 0  Detachment--

A .  ( In terpos ing)  I remember h i s  name--

Q. ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )  They were taken i n  black and 
white  and t h i s  s e t  of photographs a l s o  w a s  taken by 
Sergeant HAEBERLE i n  color .  And I hand you photographs 
which had been marked as  Exhib i t s  P-26 through 4 2  and 
ask you, have you seen those before (handing t h e  
photographs t o  LTC BLACKLEDGE ) ? 

A. A number of these  a r e  i n  co lo r  i n  t h e  magazine? 
Aside from t h a t  I have never seen them before .  

Q. You r e f e r r e d  t o  L i f e  magazine of 5 December 1969. 
~ l lr i g h t ,  I ' l l  hand you a copy of t h a t  magazine which has 
been marked as Exhibi t  M - 1  and ask you i f  you w i l l  examine 
t h e  photographs i n  t h a t  a r t i c l e  which a r e  i n  co lo r  and with 
your experience with being i n  t h e  area--

A. ( In terpos ing)  A s  t o  whether I t h i n k  t h e s e  w e r e  
taken a t  t h a t  place and t i m e - -

Q. ( In terpos ing)  Have you seen o r  observed any of 
t h e  scenes depicted i n  these  photographs a t  My Lai ( 4 ) ?  

A. Well, s i n c e  I didn 't ever  g e t  t o  My Lai ( 4 )  , I 
wouldn't have seen these  and I d i d n ' t  u n t i l  I s a w  them 
i n  t h e  ma,gazine. However, t h e  area--based on o t h e r  t imes 
I have been on t h e  ground and been i n  an a r e a  nea r  here-- 
t h e  r i c e  i s  growing about t h e  r i g h t  he ight  f o r  t h a t  t i m e  
of t h e  year  and t h e  a rea  looks very much l i k e  it. I f  they 
had been taken a t  t h a t  p lace ,  and it looks as  i f  they could 
have been taken a t  t h a t  t i m e  and place--more than  t h a t  I 
c a n ' t  say about t h e m  (handing t h e  magazine back t o  MR 
WEST). 

Q.  W e  would apprec ia te  it i f  you could give us a 
b r i e f  rundown on t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  s i t u a t i o n .  It would h e l p  
us f o r  background even though it is  no t  a d i r e c t  r e s u l t  of 
the  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

(BLACKLEDGE) 15 APP T-4 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 




FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


A. Yes, sir. Now you a r e  g e t t i n g  i n t o  an a r e a  
where I a m  a , l i t t l e  more conf ident .  T h i s  a r e a  had, 
f o r  some time, no t  been e n t e r e d  by U . S .  t roops  a t  a l l  up 
u n t i l  t h e  t ime TF Barker was s e n t  up t o  t h i s  area--

Q - ( In te rpos ing)  For t h e  record ,  p l e a s e ,  when 
you i d e n t i f y  a p l a c e  would you p o i n t  t o  i t ?  

A. The a r e a  d i r e c t l y  nor th  of Quang Ngai and t h e  
Song Tra Khuc River had n o t  been en te red  by U . S .  f o rces  t o  
my knowledge f o r  some time p r i o r  t o  t h e  time t h a t  we were 
d i r e c t e d  t o  break o f f  p a r t  of our br igade and send them 
n c r t h  i n  t h i s  a rea .  The a r e a  was given t h e  name of Operation 
Muscatine, and it included about t h e  nor thern  h a l f  of Son 
Tinh D i s t r i c t  going a l l  t h e  way o u t  t o  t h e  Batangan Pen- 
i n s u l a  and a l s o  went about an equal  distance--perhaps 
a l i t t l e  more t o  t h e  west of Highway 1, about i n  t h i s  
d i r e c t i o n ,  again n o t  coming down t o  the  r i v e r  bank b u t  
leaving  a space about 7 k i lometers  which was t h e  a r e a  
of opera t ion  of t h e  2d ARVN Divis ion.  This  a r e a  here  was 
a l s o  t h e  a r e a  of opera t ion  of t h e  2d ARVN Divis ion .  I n  
o rde r  f o r  our  t roops  t o  go i n  t h e r e ,  we pe r sona l ly  had t o  
coordinate  with t h a t  d i v i s i o n  and g e t  t h e i r  permission 
and g e t  a s s i s t a n c e  i f  p o s s i b l e .  A s  I r e c a l l  when we f i r s t  
s t a r t e d  doing these  opera t ions  we d i d n ' t  g e t  t o o  much 
a s s i s t a n c e  from t h e  ARVN. We g o t  permission without  any 
h e s i t a t i o n  whatsoever. For t h e  most p a r t  they  were g lad  
t o  see  us go o u t  t h e r e ,  b u t  they were no t  i n c l i n e d  t o  
go t h e r e  themselves. A s  time went on, however, we began 
t o  secure  more and more a s s i s t a n c e  and cooperat ion from 
t h e  ARVN and from t h e  Popular Forces i n  t h a t  a rea .  The 
enemy u n i t s  which were suspected of being i n  t h i s  a r e a  
over  a pe r iod  of t ime were p r imar i ly  two b a t t a l i o n s :  t h e  
48th Local Force B a t t a l i o n  and t h e  20th Local Force Ba t t a l ion .  
This genera l  a r e a ,  a l l  through here  up t o  t h e  Batangan 
Peninsula and nor th  t o  t h e  a r e a  d i r e c t l y  west of t h e  town 
of Binh Son, which i s  t h e  d i s t r i c t  c a p i t a l  of Tu Cong, 
w a s  p r e t t y  much t h e  A 0  of t h e s e  two b a t t a l i o n s .  They d i d  
from time t o  time move west of t h e  highway and q u i t e  a ways 
ou t  when they  needed t o  resupply and they had been wounded 
and s o  on. For i n s t a n c e ,  immediately a f t e r  t h e  Tet o f fens ive  
i n  February, about a month p r i o r  t o  t h i s ,  many r e p o r t s  were 
received t h a t  t h e s e  b a t t a l i o n s  had both p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h e  
a t t a c k  on Quang Ngai City--had been p r e t t y  w e l l  bea ten  
up as  a r e s u l t  of t h i s  and withdrawn ou t  t o  t h e  wes t ,  and 
once they had been t h e r e  f o r  a while--had t ime t o  regroup 
and regenera te  themselves--replacements and s o  on, then  
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they  s h i f t e d  back i n t o  t h e i r  normal a r e a  of o p e r a t i o n .  Our 
t r o o p s  upon e n t e r i n g  t h i s  a r e a  found it t o  be more dangerous.  
W e  had h i g h e r  c a s u a l t i e s  t h e r e  t han  w e  had i n  o u r  sou the rn  
A 0  which s t a r t e d  about  1 0  k i l o m e t e r s  sou th  of Quang Ngai 
C i t y  on down to--needless  t o  s ay  o u r  b r i g a d e  w a s  broken 
i n t o  two p a r t s  and t h e  o t h e r  p a r t  was compara t ive ly  i n  a 
s a f e  a r e a  a s  f a r  a s  t h e  command i n  t h e  f i e l d  w a s  concerned. 
Operat ion Muscatine was a much g r e a t e r  sou rce  of  danger  
t han  i n  t h e  s o u t h e r n  AO, and r i g h t f u l l y  s o .  There was a 
much g r e a t e r  danger  of booby t r a p s ,  s n i p i n g ,  and s o  on 
o c c u r r i n g  up i n  t h e  area, and t h e  c h a r a c t e r  of t h e  people  
was n o t i c e a b l y  d i f f e r e n t .  There was less coope ra t ion ,  
less r e p o r t s  coming i n  from t h e  l o c a l  populace ,  g r e a t e r  
i n c l i n a t i o n  t o  be very  hard  t o  d e a l  w i t h  when people  w e r e  
d e t a i n e d  and brought  i n  f o r  q u e s t i o n i n g  and s o  on. I n  
f a c t ,  i n  t h i s  a r e a ,  d e t a i n e e s  would be ve ry  much i n c l i n e d  
t o  s p i t  i n  your eyes ,  a s  t h e  s a y i n g  goes ,  whereas down 
sou th  t h e  g e n e r a l  i n d i v i d u a l  would be more w i l l i n g  to-- 
d o c i l e  and a c c e p t  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  he w a s  be ing  h e l d  and 
in t e r roga t ed - - subsequen t ly  r e l e a s e d  i f  he was innocen t .  
The company commander of t h e  48th who had t h e  4 t h  Company-- 
I d o n ' t  recall  h i s  name, b u t  he w a s  wounded q u i t e  s e v e r e l y  
i n  t h e  l e g  i n  t h e  a t t a c k  on Quang Ngai--was subsequent ly  
p u l l e d  back i n t o  t h i s  a r e a .  I j u s t  go somewhere i n  t h i s  
g e n e r a l  d i r e c t i o n  because it was somewhere i n  t h i s  area 
r i g h t  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g  on map)-- 

Q- ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  West of  My Lai??  

A. According t o  h i s  own s t a t e m e n t ,  r i g h t .  However, 
ove r  a p e r i o d  of  days he cont inued  t o  l o s e  b lood  and f e l t  
t h a t  he w a s  go ing  t o  d i e  i f  he  d i d n ' t  r e c e i v e  medical  c a r e .  
H e  t u r n e d  h imse l f  i n  t o  t h e  a u t h o r i t i e s ,  and he was 
subsequent ly  i n t e r r o g a t e d  and then  h i s  r e p o r t  c ros sed  ou r  
desk.  He i n d i c a t e d  h i s  b a t t a l i o n  d i d  o p e r a t e  i n  t h i s  a r e a  
f o r  t h e  most p a r t  and then  he went down through t h e  o rgan i -  
z a t i o n  of t h e  b a t t a l i o n  and i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  h i s  company was 

. a suppor t  t ype  company, t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  and t h a t  s o r t  of 
t h i n g .  H e  had one p l a t o o n  which was e n t i r e l y  women. A 
female t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  b a t t a l i o n .  H e  a l s o  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  he  
had in fo rma t ion  t h a t  would be v a l u a b l e  t o  us  a s  a r e s u l t  
of  t h a t ,  w e  went t o  t h e  h o s p i t a l  west  of Quang Ngai C i t y  
where he was be ing  taken  c a r e  of and asked him i f  he would 
be w i l l i n g  t o  go o u t  t o  t h e  f i e l d  t o  show u s  t h e  a r e a  where 
h i s  b a t t a l i o n  w a s  o p e r a t i n g .  H e  was w i l l i n g ,  b u t  he exac t ed  
a promise from u s  t h a t  we would s e e  t o  it t h a t  h i s  fami ly  
w a s  f o r t h w i t h  t r a n s p o r t e d  t o  Quang Ngai C i t y  

(BLACKLEDGE) 17 APP T-4 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 




FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

t o  a s e c u r e  a r e a  and t h a t  he n o t  be r e q u i r e d  t o  go o u t  
i n t o  t h i s  a r e a  w i thou t  be ing  p r o p e r l y  p r o t e c t e d .  I r e c a l l  
t h a t  he was be ing  c a r r i e d  around by TF Barker s i n c e  he had a 
bad l e g .  I b e l i e v e  he had t o  be t r a n s p o r t e d  on a l i t t e r .  
T h a t ' s  what I was t o l d .  But he d i d  show u s  many of t h e  
r o u t e s  which were r i g h t  i n  t h e  s t reams  which i s  something 
we h a d n ' t  known be fo re - - tha t  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  was us ing  one 
of t h e  s t reams  f o r  e g r e s s i n g  i n  and o u t  of  t h e  area--moving 
r i g h t  w i t h i n  t h e  wa te r  i t s e l f .  This  was good in fo rma t ion  
f o r  us .  H e  showed where some of  t h e  towns were t h a t  t h e y  
s t ayed  i n  a t  n i g h t ,  showed t h a t  t hey  move j u s t  about  on a 
d a i l y  o r  more o f t e n  b a s i s .  Other  r e p o r t s  w e  had,  even 
from our  own t r o o p s ,  w e r e  t h a t  t hey  were f i n d i n g  mul t i -
l e v e l  t u n n e l s  i n  t h e  a r e a ,  and t h i s  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h e  
enemy has  had a long  p e r i o d  i n  t h e  a r e a  and much more 
than  they  had i n  any of  t h e  o t h e r  a r e a s .  This  p a r t i c u l a r  
a r e a ,  and more s o  up i n  h e r e  a long  t h i s  rocky promontory 
here - - there  i s  a n o t h e r  v i l l a g e  r i g h t  up i n  h e r e  which w a s  
h e a v i l y  f o r t i f i e d  a l s o .  Some t u n n e l s  were found which 
appeared t o  go f o r  s e v e r a l  k i l o m e t e r s ,  f a l s e  w a l l s ,  and 
aga in  a m u l t i - l e v e l .  Even when cons ide rab le  e x p l o s i v e s  
were used t o  d e s t r o y  them i t  w a s  never  f e l t  t h e y  had been 
complete ly  des t royed .  

Q How about  My L a i  ( 4 ) ?  Was it w e l l  f o r t i f i e d ?  

A. S i r ,  I c a n ' t  s a y  t h a t  it was more s o  t h a n  t h e  
r e s t  of  t h e  hamle ts  around t h e r e .  Every hamlet--not on ly  
i n  t h i s  a r e a  b u t  e l sewhere  as w e l l  i n  o u r  a r e a  of opera t ion- -
they  had one t h i n g  i n  common and t h a t  i s  eve ry  s i n g l e  house 
had i t s  own l i t t l e  bomb s h e l t e r .  The people  t h a t  were l i v i n g  
i n  t h e  house would j u s t  d i v e  down i n t o  a h o l e  t h a t  went 
o f f  from one of  t h e s e  rooms and g e t  p r e t t y  much underground. 
This was normal. Thi.s was c a l l e d  t h e  fami ly  s h e l t e r .  What 
I ' m  t a l k i n g  abou t - - i t  was down i n  t h i s  g e n e r a l  a r e a  b u t  
I couldn ' t p i n  it down t o  My L a i  ( 4 )  , b u t  w e  found h o s p i t a l s  
and t h a t  s o r t  t h i n g  i n  t h e  area which i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  
i s  a l i t t l e  b i t  l a r g e r  occupa t ion  by l a r g e  s i z e  u n i t s  t h a n  
w a s  normal i n  most of t h e  hamlets .  

Q. It w a s  d e f i n i t e l y  VC a r e a  then? 

A. There w a s  no doubt about  t h a t .  

Q- L e t  me ask you about  t h e  body count  p rocedures  
i n  t h e  b r igade .  
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A. Yes, sir, I ' l l  go through t h a t  with you. A t  
br igade l e v e l  our  body count i n p u t  was coming i n  from t h e  
b a t t a l i o n s  and from TF Barker. They came i n  on an as-happen 
b a s i s .  You might say t3roughout t h e  day o r  n i g h t  and whenever 
enemy were k i l l e d  it was repor ted  through these  channels t o  
us. Of course we had o t h e r  u n i t s  a s  we l l .  When our br igade 
a v i a t i o n  k i l l e d  any people they  repor ted  it t o  us .  Cav 
t roops ,  they  repor ted .  Long range p a t r o l s ,  o r  base s e c u r i t y ,  
o r  any of t h e s e  o t h e r  var ious  elements which d i d  come i n  
con tac t  wi th  t h e  enemy from time t o  t ime made such r e p o r t s ,  
and we c r e d i t e d  them with enemy k i l l e d .  An i n d i v i d u a l  was 
c l a s s i f i e d  a s  enemy i f  he ran.  There were many, many 
proclamations made throughout t h e  count rys ide ,  I guess hundreds 
of thousands of l e a f l e t s  t e l l i n g  t h e  people i f  we were t o  
come t o  t h e  a r e a  f o r  heaven's sakes don' t run because we would 
no t  harm t h e  c i v i l i a n s .  We were looking f o r  t h e  VC only. 
There was no way of t e l l i n g  who was VC and who was no t ,  and 
i f  they  ran ,  they  immediately made themselves suspec t ,  poss ib ly  
s u b j e c t  t o  being f i r e d  upon. Even i f  they  d i d  run ,  our 
t roops  were ordered t o  t r y  t o  f i r e  i n  sach a way t h a t  t h e  
people would stop--not t o  h i t  them bu t  t o  cause them t o  
i n d i c a t e  t h a t  they  were under condi t ions  where they could be 
h i t  i f  we s o  des i red .  This was e f f e c t i v e  i n  many, many 
ins tances  by f i r i n g  near  someone and t e l l i n g  them t o  s t o p  
and s u b j e c t  themselves t o  being t a l k e d  t o .  However, once a 
person was s h o t  and he was g o t t e n  t o  by our f o r c e s  and he had 
no weapon, then  w e  had t o  go i n t o  o t h e r  means t o  determine 
whether he was VC o r  not .  Sometimes we used Vietnamese t o  
make t h e  de terminat ion  f o r  us .  Then again we have t o  go 
back t o  d i s t r i c t  headquarters  t o  s e e  i f  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  could 
be i d e n t i f i e d .  I f  he could be i d e n t i f i e d  they would look on 
t h e i r  r o l l s  and sometimes we would be a b l e  t o  look on our 
r o l l s  and determine whether he had a p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  VC 
s t r u c t u r e ,  and q u i t e  o f t e n  t h i s  was t h e  case.  We could 
determine i f  he had a weapon. Of course,  t h i s  was no problem. 

Q 0 So, sometimes it was d i f f i c u l t  t o  say whether he 
i s  a noncombatant--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  There i s  a c e r t a i n  amount of 
d i f f i c u l t y ,  and I do f e e l  t h a t  sometimes r e a l l y  i t ' s  a 
mat ter  of judgement. I t  i s  impossible  t o  say abso lu te ly  
s u r e  t h a t  t h e  person was o r  was no t  VC. 

Q* How much emphasis was a t t ached  t o  body count i n  
the brigade? 
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A. I would s a y  t h i s ,  t h a t  a l o t  more importance was 
a t t a c h e d  t o  it a t  p l a t o o n  and company l e v e l  t han  it was a t  
h i g h e r  l eve .1~- -perhaps  a t  b a t t a l i o n  l e v e l  b u t  a t  b r igade  
l e v e l  many t i m e s  I heard  t h e  b r igade  commander s ay  t h a t  t h e  
body count  was n o t  be ing  con te s t ed .  The test was whether 
w e  win t h e  war o r  n o t .  I n  h i s  op in ion ,  as i n  mine, whether 
t h e  people  s t a r t e d  t o  coope ra t e  w i t h  us  and by t h e  degree  of  
coope ra t ion ,  w e  knew whether it w a s  r e a l  o r  n o t .  

Q. Was t h e  body count  re.garded i n  t h e  smaller u n i t s  
as t h e  meas-ure of  succes s  of  t h e  o p e r a t i o n ,  would you say?  

A. Without t r y i n g  t o  p i n  it on any p a r t i c u l a r  u n i t ,  
t h i s  may be a Vietnam-wide syndrome. Many, many people  equate  
body count  w i t h  succes s .  

Q To your knowledge d i d  t h e  b r igade  e v e r  i n v e s t i g a t e  
w a r  crime i n c i d e n t s ?  

A. A s  f a r  a s  a f r i e n d l y  war crime i n c i d e n t ,  t h e r e  w a s  
one i n c i d e n t  t h a t  I r e c a l l .  There was a man named HENDRICKS. 
I d o n ' t  know whether t h i s  i s  cons idered  a war c r ime ,  and it 
w a s  s o  t r i e d  I b e l i e v e .  This  man was- -

Q- ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  T r i e d  by c o u r t - m a r t i a l ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  he was. 

Q 0 What w a s  t h e  c o n v i c t i o n ?  They w e r e  f r i e n d l i e s  and 
n o t  VC3 

A. They were f r i e n d l i e s .  This  guy went o f f  h i s  
rocke r  and j u s t  f l a t  s h o t  them. 

Q A r e  you f a m i l i a r  w i t h  any d i r e c t i v e s  t h a t  w e r e  
i n  f o r c e  concerning i n v e s t i g a t i n g  and r e p o r t i n g  war cr imes? 

A. Perhaps I need t o  g e t  my t h i n k i n g  i n  l i n e  t o  
j u s t  what c o n s t i t u t e s  a war , c r i m e .  

Q L e t ' s  j u s t  t a k e  an  examgle. Suppose you a r e  i n  
a h o s t i l e  a r e a  and t h e  people  i n  t h e  a r e a  a r e  c l e a r l y  VC 
sympathizers--the whole v i l l a g e .  And a l l  a r e  a c t i v e l y  
suppor t ing  t h e  VC, suppor t ing  them. They can be c l a s s e d  as 
enemy, b roadly  speaking ,  y e t  some of t h e s e  a r e  noncombatants 
n o t  engaged i n  any h o s t i l i t y  a t  a l l ,  and t h e s e  noncombatants 
a r e  p r o t e c t e d  under t h e  Geneva Convention. I f  t hey  a r e  
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k i l l e d  it could be c l a s s i f i e d  a s  a  war crime. There can be 
o t h e r  mist reatment  of noncombatants who a r e  c i t i z e n s  of a  
country engaged i n  h o s t i l i t y .  This i s  t h e  s o r t  of t h ing .  
A r e  you f a m i l i a r  w i th  any d i r e c t i v e s  on t h a t  s u b j e c t  i n .  
t h e  br igade.  

A. Aside from t h e  f a c t  t h a t  w e  pu t  o u t  d i r e c t i v e s  
which w e r e  l o c a l ,  and d i v i s i o n  d i d  a s  w e l l ,  r e i t e r a t i n g  t h e  
p r o h i b i t i o n  a g a i n s t  i n j u r y  of noncombatants and exp la in ing  
i n  d e t a i l  how they  w e r e  t o  be t r e a t e d  pursuant  t o  t h e  
Geneva Convention and wi th  t h e  laws of  land  warfare .  We 
considered it t o  be a  p a r t  of our  c i v i l i z a t i o n  a s  f a r  a s  
t rea tment  i s  concerned. Without g e t t i n g  i n t o  anything l i k e  
t h a t .  I know t h i s  was continuous.  The word was i n  w r i t i n g .  
I n  some cases  they  w e r e  done by l e t t e r  and o t h e r  types  of 
d i r e c t i v e s .  

Q. I t ake  it then  t h a t  i n s t r u c t i o n s  were ou t?  
Trea t  noncombatants proper ly ;  n o t  t o  harm them whether 
they a r e  c l a s s i f i e d  a s  VC o r  n o t ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir,  b u t  I f e e l  I would have t o  say  t h i s :  
Sometimes they w e r e  harmed whether w e  wanted t o  o r  no t .  
I w i l l  g ive  you an example: a n i g h t  ambush wi th  people 
coming down t h e  t r a i l  and t h e r e  was no t  supposed t o  be 
anybody on t h e  t r a i l  t h a t  n i g h t ;  some of them look l i k e  
they have weapons, l i k e  they a r e  ca r ry ing  something e l s e ;  
and a f i r e  f i g h t  breaks ou t ;  and i n  t h e  morning you go over  
t o  t h e  a r e a  where t h e  enemy was seen and--whenever you can 
g e t  t o  i t--and d i scove r  t h a t  some of t h e  people t h a t  you 
h i t  w e r e  women; and some of t h e  women w e r e  c a r r y i n g  babies ;  
and both women and babies  a r e  dead. 

(I0 r e e n t e r s  t o  room.) 

Q. For General  PEERS' b e n i f i t  I would l i k e  t o  t a k e  
you back from t h e  t i m e  you s a t  down i n  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  wi th  
Colonel HENDERSON. Would you p l e a s e  again go through and 
r e p e a t  your s ta tement  of t h e  conversat ion t h a t  took p lace  
between Colonel HENDERSON and Captain MEDINA. 

I0: I f  I may, I would l i k e  t o  back up one s t e p  f u r -  
t he r .  I d o n ' t  know whether you have a l r eady  done t h i s  M r .  
WEST, b u t  I would l i k e  t o  go back t o  t h e  meeting between Colonel 
HENDERSON, and M r .  THOMPSON, and General YOUNG. That p a r t i -  
c u l a r  t i m e  frame back a t  LZ Do t t i e .  Have you covered t h i s ?  

MR WEST: Colonel BLACKLEDGE, would you i n d i c a t e  whether 
you w e r e  p r e s e n t  a t  t h a t  meeting? 
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A. S i r ,  I may have been wi th  him b u t ,  i f  s o ,  f i r s t  
of a l l  I d o n ' t  know M r .  THOMPSON. I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  I heard 
t h e  name be fo re ,  and General YOUNG I knew o f .  He was t h e  
a s s i s t a n t  d i v i s i o n  commander, and I do r e c a l l  on occasion 
having been with t h e  genera l  a t  t h e  same time t h e  genera l  
was a t  LZ Dot t ie .  But on t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  d a t e  a s  I ' v e  pointed 
o u t  t o  M r .  WEST, I hones t ly  d o n ' t  r e c a l l  i f  t h a t  day we l e f t  
br igade headquar ters  and went s t r a i g h t  t o  t h e  company a r e a  
and picked up from t h e  company a r e a  o r  whether, a s  we very 
o f t e n  d i d ,  drop o f f  a t  LZ D o t t i e . e i t h e r  on t h e  way i n  o r  
on the  way 'out. I f  we d i d  drop o f f ,  r a t h e r  than  s t a y i n g  
with t h e  co lone l ,  I probably would have g o t t e n  wi th  my 
oppos i te  number a t  t h e  t a s k  fo rce  5 2  t o  d i s c u s s  w i t h  him 
the  enemy s i t u a t i o n  i n  t h e  a r e a  a t  t h e  time and t h e r e f o r e  
would not  have monitored h i s  conversa t ion  on t h a t  occasion,  
He would c a l l  me whenever he would be ready t o  move again ,  
and I would r e j ~ i n  him and then  we would go. This i s  t h e  
normal course.  He would speak wi th  t h e  commander and I 
would speak wi th  t h e  S2. 

I 0 : Do you know t h e  t i m e  of day t h a t  you went t o  s e e  
Captain MEDINA wi th  Colonel HENDERSON? 

A. S i r ,  I d o n ' t .  I can only say t h a t  my f e e l i n g  i s  
it was somewhere t ~ w a r d s  t h e  middle of t h e  day. I t  was 
e i t h e r  l a t e  i n  t h e  morning o r  e a r l y  i n  t h e  af ternoon.  I have 
t h i s  f e e l i n g  t h a t  I r e c a l l  t h a t  I was a l ready a t  work when 
he c a l l e d  me t o  go. This would i n d i c a t e  t h a t ,  t o g e t h e r  wi th  
t h e  time we normally s t a r t e d  t o  work i n  t h e  morning and t h e  
time he normally went out. t o  h i s  h e l i c o p t e r ,  was, a t  t h e  very 
minimum 0900, b u t  probably 1000 before we ever  p u l l e d  o u t  f o r  
LZ Bronco heading nor th .  Since it was q u i t e  l i g h t  a f t e r  we 
made t h e  e n t i r e  t r i p ,  I f e e l  t h a t  it was no t  l a t e  i n  t h e  a f t e r  
noon. So I zero it somewhere towards t h e  c e n t r a l  p a r t  of t h e  
day. That i s  a s  c l o s e  as I can g e t .  

Q. Then t o  t h e  b e s t  of your r e c o l l e c t i o n  you e i t h e r  
went t o  C/1/20 o r  you stopped by LZ Dot t ie  and do not  
r e c o l l e c t  s topping? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember s topping.  In  my previous state-
ment I j u s t  s a i d  t h a t  we went o u t  t o  t h e  company and then  
we re turned  t o  LZ Bronco. I only want t o  p o i n t  o u t  t h a t  I 
d o n ' t  want t o  say t h a t  we d i d n ' t  s top .  I d o n ' t  even r e c a l l  
t h a t  we d i d  a t  a l l  t h a t  day. 

Q. L e t  me check j u s t  a  moment here  be fo re  we g e t  
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down t o  t h e  o t h e r s .  We a r e  r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  17 th ,  i s  t h i s  
t h e  c o r r e c t  da te?  

A. I b e l i e v e  it was t h e  16th ,  sir .  I w o ~ l d  say t h i s .  
It was a day on which t h i s  opera t ion  t h a t  we a r e  t a l k i n g  about 
took p lace .  Here again I ' m  only zeroing on the  16th  because 
t h a t  is  my b e s t  r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  view of t h e  r e p o r t s  
I rece ived  a  month l a t e r .  I zero them i n  a s  t h e  16th .  Since 
I know we went o u t  t o  t a l k  t o  Captain MEDINA while  t h e  opera- 
t i o n  was going on I thought it was t h e  16th .  A s  a  mat ter  of 
f a c t  I ' m  n o t  p o s i t i v e  t h a t  it was no t  t h e  17th i f  t h e  opera- 
t i o n  went over  more than one day. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t .  

MR WEST: For your information,  Char l i e  Company was i n  t h e r e  
two days. They l i f t e d  l a t e  i n  t h e  af ternoon of t h e  17th.  

A. I t  may very w e l l  have been t h e  day w e  went 
o u t  t h e r e  was t h e  17th  and no t  t h e  16th.  I do know t h i s :  
the  company commander was n o t  loca ted  wi th  h i s  company. He 
was in--in t h e  immediate a r e a  where he was, i n  h i s  s ta tement  
t o  t h e  br igade  commander a t  t h a t  t ime, he had j u s t  a  minimal 
s e c u r i t y  around him--his own CP t h e r e ,  and h i s  platoons were 
a t  q u i t e  some d i s t ance .  

Q. Would you p o i n t  o u t  again t h e  l o c a t i o n  of t h e  CP 
a t  t h e  time where you conferred with him i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  My 
Lai  v i l l a g e .  

A. (Standing by t h e  wa l l  map) I es t ima te  t h a t  we 
were up i n  t h i s  a rea .  I knew t h e  a c t i o n  was t ak ing  p lace  
genera l ly  t o  t h e  sou theas t ,  s o  I p lace  our l o c a t i o n  on t h i s  
s i d e  wi th in  a k i lometer  o r  so.  I c o u l d n ' t  g e t  much c l o s e r  
than t h a t .  I r e a l l y  was given no oppor tuni ty  p r i o r  t o  t h e  
time w e  were going up t o  know where we were going. The co lone l  
j u s t  s a i d ,  "Come with me; I am going t o  t a k e  you ou t  i n  t h e  
f i e l d . "  We jumped i n  the  chopper and we c i r c l e d  around i n  t h e  
a i r  while  he c a l l e d  down on t h e  r a d i o  t o  the  company commander, 
asked him t o  secure  an a r e a  where we could land and asked him 
t o  pop smoke. 

Q. L e t  t h e  record show t h a t  t h e  witness  i n d i c a t e d  t h e  
t h e  same p o i n t s  he had loca ted  be fo re ,  Captain MEDINA's  CP. 

A. Purple  smoke was popped. We landed r i g h t  next  t o  
it. The h e l i c o p t e r  immediately depar ted ,  and we were down on 
t h e  ground. I n  f a c t  everyone t h e r e  was down on t h e  ground. 
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No one was s t a n d i n g  up walking around. We l a i d  t h e r e  i n  t h e  
d i r t  wh i l e  t h e  c o l o n e l  and company commander had a d i s c u s s i o n .  
I had no p a r t  i n  t h e  conve r sa t ion  excep t  f o r  a couple  of  
q u e s t i o n s  about  t h e  enemy s i t u a t i o n .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  I s a i d  
more than  a couple  dozen words du r ing  t h e  e n t i r e  h a l f  hour 
t h a t  w e  were on t h e  ground. 

I0 : Did Colonel  HENDERSON e v e r  t e l l  you what he w a s  
going t h e r e  f o r ?  

A. No s ir ,  he d i d  n o t .  S ince  I was t aken  o u t  by t h e  
b r igade  commander from t i m e  t o  t i m e  t o  f a m i l i a r i z e  myself  
w i t h  t h e  t e r r a i n  a l i t t l e  more and t o  g e t  c l o s e r  t o  where t h e  
i n t e l l i g e n c e  was coming from, t o  t a l k  t o  some of t h e  t r o o p s  
on t h e  ground sometimes, t o  look a t  documents which had been 
p o l i c e d  up r i g h t  on t h e  ground,  t o  s e e  which ones appeared t o  
m e  t o  have more v a l u e  t h a n  o t h e r s  which should  be g iven  prece-  
dence i n  p roces s ing  and s o  on. I d i d n ' t  go o u t  t h a t  much. I 
would say  t h a t  I went o u t  i n t o  t h e  f i e l d  l i k e  t h a t  perhaps  no 
more than  a dozen t i m e s  i n  my whole 6 months o r  s o  when I 
w a s  w i t h  t h e  b r igade .  I d i d  most of  my work i n  my o f f i c e .  I 
d i d  go t o  d i v i s i o n  headquar te rs - - I  d i d  go t o  t h e  TF Barker 
headqua r t e r s  q u i t e  a b i t .  I would go down and t a l k  a t  t h e  
b a t t a l i o n  l e v e l  a t  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  S2, b u t  t o  a c t u a l l y  go o u t  
t o  a r i f l e  company, no I d i d n ' t  do t h a t  ve ry  o f t e n .  I n  t h i s  
case it w a s  unusual  t o  ask  m e  t o  jump i n  t h e  chopper and go 
o u t  w i t h  him. I d i d n ' t  r e a l l y  know why we were go ing ,  and 
he d i d n ' t  d i s c u s s  it w i t h  m e  any more than  t o  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  
he had some q u e s t i o n s  a s  t o  t h e  f i g u r e  of 128,  t h a t  w e  w e r e  
going t o  check t h a t  o u t .  I r e a l l y  f e l t  t h a t  a l l  t h e  t i m e  
du r ing  h i s  q u e s t i o n i n g  of  t h e  company commander he was t r y i n g  
t o  v e r i f y  t h a t  t h e r e  had been 128. I b e l i e v e  t h e  f i g u r e  128 
came from t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  a s  a whole and t h a t  no untoward num- 
b e r  of noncombatants had been harmed and i f  s o ,  t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  
be ing  p r o p e r l y  ca red  f o r  i f  t hey  had been i n a d v e r t e n t l y  h i t .  

Q. Was anybody e l s e  i n t e rv i ewed  a t  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  
t i m e  a s i d e  from Cap ta in  MEDINA? 

A. S i r ,  t o  my knowledge, no. W e  j u s t  went o v e r  and 
t a l k e d  t o  him, and w e  were i n  a f i e l d  about 100 by 1 0 0  meters  
o r  maybe a l i t t l e  smaller, and t r o o p s  were a l l  around s o r t  o f  
a hedgerow around t h e  edge of t h e  f i e l d  and i n  t h e  center- -
r i g h t  where we landed--we probably went 25 meters  from where 
we landed ove r  t o  a l i t t l e  hump. The on ly  people  t h e r e  bes ides  
us--we waved o f f  t h e  chopper--was Captain  MEDINA,  and I ' m  
p r e t t y  s u r e  h i s  r a d i o  o p e r a t o r .  There w e r e  s o l d i e r s  n o t  t o o  
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f a r  from us  b u t  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any q u e s t i o n s  be ing  d i r e c t e d  
t o  them by t h e  b r igade  commander. 

Q- Was B/4/3 i n  t h e  same a r e a ?  

A. Y e s  s i r ,  the, w e r e  i n  t h e  same g e n e r a l  a r e a .  Here 
aga in  I ' m  n o t  r e a l l y  c o n f i d e n t  anymore t o  say  j u s t  how each 
company w a s  set  up i n  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ,  b u t  I know t h a t  Bravo 
Company w a s  engaged i n  from ano the r  d i r e c t i o n .  We normally 
d i d  t h i s  s i n c e  w e  had an area of t h i s  t ype  where we send i n  
t w o  o r  even more companies of a f o r c e .  We had up t h e r e  t h r e e  
r i f l e  companies, one of which normally secured  LZ D o t t i e  and 
LZ Up t igh t  w i t h  a company minus a p l a toon  t h e r e  and two com- 
pan ie s  p l u s  perhaps  aero-scouts  and sometimes a p l a toon  of 
c a v a l r y  o r  whatever  f o r c e s  could  be had. Once i n  a  wh i l e  w e  
had s o m e  from t h e  4/3 t o  come ove r  t o  t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  a l l  i n  
t h i s  boundary r i g h t  a long  t h e  highway. But o v e r  i n  t h e  a r e a  
normal ly  two companies p l u s  PF ' s  w e r e  employed. We d i d  have 
some Popular  Forces  and Regional  Force t y p e  ARVN people  work- 
i n g  w i t h  us  from t ime  t o  t i m e  t oo .  

MR WEST: Colonel  BLACKLEDGE, w i l l  you t e l l  General  PEERS 
eve ry  d e t a i l  you can remember about  t h e  conve r sa t ion  t h a t  took 
p l a c e  between Colonel  HENDERSON and Capta in  MEDINA? 

A. S i r ,  I was s t r u c k  by t h e  r a p i d i t y  w i t h  which t h e  
c o l o n e l  immediately launched i n t o  r a t h e r  p e n e t r a t i n g  ques- 
t i o n s  abou t  t h e  n a t u r e  of t h e  c a s u a l t i e s .  The type  of ques-
t i o n s  he  w a s  a sk ing  went something l i k e  t h i s :  "Were a l l  of 
t h e s e  peop le  t h a t  you r e p o r t e d  m i l i t a r y - a g e  males? Were t h e r e  
any females  i n  t h e r e ?  Were t h e r e  any young people  involved? 
Were t h e r e  any c h i l d r e n ?  Were t h e r e  any o l d  people  involved? 
Are you s u r e  t h a t ,  reasonably  c e r t a i n  t h a t ,  everyone r e p o r t -  
i n g  was i n  f a c t  a  VC? How do you know?" To a l l  of t h e s e  
q u e s t i o n s  Capta in  MEDINA answered t h a t  t o  t h e  b e s t  of  h i s  know- 
l edge  t h e y  w e r e  VC, and,  a l though  a few noncombatants had been 
i n a d v e r t e n t l y  h i t ,  t h e s e  were no more t h a n  normal under t h e  
c i rcumstances .  I d i d  g e t  a f e e l i n g  t h a t  he had i n d i c a t e d  more 
than  20 peop le  h i t ,  and e v e r y t h i n g  was be ing  done t o  s e e  t h a t  
t hey  cou ld  be  evacua ted  and g iven  medical  c a r e  and s o  on. H e  
i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  h i s  people  had been c a r e f u l l y  b r i e f e d  t o  i n s u r e  
t h a t  t h e y  d i d n ' t  f i r e  a t  noncombatants and t h a t  he f e l t  t h a t  
t h e  f i g u r e s  t h a t  were g iven  t o  him by h i s  p l a t o o n  l e a d e r s  on 
t h e  r a d i o  had been rechecked by him and they  were a s  a c c u r a t e  
as he  could  g e t  them under t h e  c i rcumstances ,  n o t  be ing  a b l e  
t o  g e t  o u t  on t h e  ground t o  count  t h e  bod ie s  h imse l f .  Colonel  
HENDERSON con t inued  t o  pursue  t h i s  i s s u e  t o  t h e  p o i n t  where I 
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f e l t  t h a t  he was n o t  ve ry  concerned about  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  
t h a t  noncombatants might have been g e t t i n g  i n t o  t h e  l i n e  
of  f i r e ,  t h a t  perhaps  some t r o o p s  had n o t  been p r o p e r l y  
b r i e f e d ;  and he wanted t o  i n s u r e  t h a t  t h e  company commander 
knew what t h e  p o l i c y  w a s  and t h a t  he was c e r t a i n  t h e  p o l i c y  
w a s  be ing  fol lowed.  The b r i g a d e  commander asked i f  he could  
s e e  some bod ie s  and t h e  company commander s a i d  t h e r e  were 
none i n  t h e  immediate area, where he was, and t h a t  i f  t h e  
b r igade  commander wanted t o  s e e  some bod ie s  it was a m a t t e r  
of t u r n i n g  t r o o p s  around and s e c u r i n g  a new area and s top-  
p ing  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  as it w e r e  and r e v e r s e  it. The b r igade  
commander i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  he d i d  n o t  want t o  s t o p  t h e  opera- 
t i o n  a t  t h a t  p o i n t .  Being what I cons idered  t o  be r e l a t i v e l y  
s a t i s f i e d  and a s su red  t h a t  t h e  company commander had made a l l  
normal e f f o r t s  t o  v e r i f y  t h e  body count - - tha t  it was t h e  r i g h t  
k ind  of body count--we depa r t ed  t h e  a r ea .  I p e r s o n a l l y  l e f t  
s t i l l  n o t  aware t h a t  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was t a k i n g  p l a c e ,  i f  
i n  f a c t  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  w a s  t a k i n g  p l a c e ,  and it appea r s  
t o  have been t h e  c a s e  accord ing  t o  what I now read .  I n  looking 
back on it I can see i n  my own mind t h a t  t h i s  perhaps  w a s  
what w a s  going on, and t h e n  I only  r ead  i n t o  it t h a t  w e  w e r e  
v e r i f y i n g  f o r  h i g h e r  headqua r t e r s  t h a t  w e  had g iven  an a c c u r a t e  
count  of what had t aken  p l a c e  and t h a t  t h e  b r i g a d e  commander 
w a s  a s s u r i n g  himself  w e  were n o t  harming t h e  c i v i l i a n  populace 
o u t  of p r o p o r t i o n  due t o  what has  t o  be expec ted  and i t s  impos-
s i b l e  t o  p reven t  a c c i d e n t s  i n  t h i s  t ype  o p e r a t i o n .  

Q. Was anyth ing  s a i d  about  Cha r l i e  Company making a 
sweep back through t h i s  a s s a u l t  a r e a  i n c l u d i n g  My Lai  ( 4 )  
f o r  t h e  purpose of  v e r i f y i n g  t h e  body count? 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t .  Like I s a i d ,  I have bumped 
i n t o  people  who are invo lved ,  and t h i s  p o i n t  has  been brought  
up,  b u t  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  having heard  it. I would have t o  s a y  
no, I d o n ' t  remember. 

I0: Did Colonel  HENDERSON. t a l k e d  t o  Capta in  MEDINA 
about  t h e  shoo t ing  of one woman, o r  g i r l ?  

A. I r e c a l l  him speaking  t o  him and i n  t h e  cou r se  
of  o u r  conve r sa t ion  they  w e r e  t a l k i n g  about  shoo t ing  a young 
person ,  b u t  I d i d n ' t  h e a r  i f  it was a female ,  b u t  I r e c a l l  
t h a t  Captain  MEDINA s a i d  something about  s e e i n g  a sudden 
movement and f i r i n g  a s  a r e f l e x  and l a t e r  going over  and 
f i n d i n g  t h a t  what he s h o t  i n  t h e  bush was i n  f a c t  a young 
person.  For  some r eason  o r  ano the r  it s t u c k  i n  my mind t h a t  
it w a s  a m a l e ,  b u t  it could  have been a g i r l .  A t  any rate,  
I ' m  t h i n k i n g  i n  terms of t eenage r s .  The sex  d i d n ' t  s t i c k  w i th  
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me. He i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h i s  was a type of impossible-to-
prevent  acc iden t  which perhaps was occurr ing  elsewhere i n  
t h e  company. People were on r a z o r ' s  edge and they  were 
expect ing an enemy b a t t a l i o n .  We i n  t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  busi-  
ness  had l e d  them t o  expect  it, and t h i s  was what they were 
hoping t o  f ind .  Otherwise we would n o t  have mounted t h e  
opera t ion  i n  t h a t  d i r e c t i o n .  I n  f a c t  we mounted s e v e r a l  
ope ra t ions  i n  t h e  same a r e a  whenever we g o t  i n t e l l i g e n c e  
t h a t  they were t h e r e ,  and I even p l o t t e d  t h e  p a t t e r n  of 
movement of t h e  u n i t s .  I f  I s a w  a p a t t e r n  developing, i f  
I could see  t h a t  they were moving from p o i n t  A t o  p o i n t  B, 
say hamlet A t o  hamlet B t o  hamlet C--they d i d  t h i s  
a couple of times--but i f  I saw them a t  hamlet A ,  I would 
suggest  t h a t  perhaps i n  a day o r  s o  i f  they  would h i t  hamlet 
C they might come up with something. This i s  where we 
t r i e d  t o  o u t  th ink  t h e  VC i f  they  once e s t a b l i s h  a p a t t e r n ,  
and t h i s  b a t t a l i o n  d i d  e s t a b l i s h  a p a t t e r n  of t h i s  s o r t .  

9. When he was with Captain MEDINA, a t  t h i s  company
s i t e ,  d i d  he speak t o  Lieutenant  CALLEY? 

A. No s ir ,  t h e  p la toon l e a d e r s  were elsewhere.  I n  
f a c t  t h e  e n t i r e  company was elsewhere wi th  t h e  exception of 
no more than  a squad, maybe two squads. I d o n ' t  remember it 
being more than t h a t  i n  t h e  e n t i r e  a rea .  He himself ind ica ted  
t h a t  it was a l l  he had t h e r e ,  j u s t  enough t o  g ive  minimum 
s e c u r i t y  t o  t h e  area .  Again I should say t h a t  t h a t  was not  
unusual f o r  a company commander. He j u s t  c o u l d n ' t  s t a y  with 
a l l  of h i s  platoons going i n  s e v e r a l  d i f f e r e n t  d i r e c t i o n s .  
H e  might b e s t  s t a y  where he could maintain b e s t  r a d i o  communi- 
c a t i o n s  back t o  h i s  h igher  headquar ters ,  t o  t h e  a i r c r a f t  up- 
stairs,  and t o  a l l  of h i s  p la toons .  T h i s  was t h e  r u l e  r a t h e r  
than  t h e  except ion f o r  t h e  company commander with t h i s  type 
of opera t ion .  Very o f t e n ,  j u s t  a s  it was i n  t h i s  case ,  none 
of h i s  r i f l e  p la toons  were wi th  him. Perhaps what he had 
was some element of h i s  weapon platoon-- 

Q- ( In te rpos ing)  What t ime of day was t h i s  you 
t a l k e d  t o  Captain MEDINA? 

A. Somewhere i n  t h e  middle of t h e  day, sir.  There 
w a s  no f i r i n g  going on a s  I r e c a l l .  I d i d  no t  hear  any 
shoot ing.  I t  appeared t h a t  a l a r g e  p a r t  of the  opera t ion  
had a l ready taken p lace .  This again caused me t o  have t o  
rejudge my own th inking  whether t h i s  took p lace  on t h e  16th  
o r  t h e  17th.  Q u i t e  a b i t  has a l r eady  occurred and a s  I th ink  
about it it could have been t h a t  we were i n  t h e  middle of 
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t h e  second r a t h e r  t h e  f i r s t  day. 

MR WEST: Do you r e c a l l  any hootches o r  houses burning i n  
My Lai ( 4 )  a t  t h i s  time? 

A. Yes, a s  a  ma t t e r  of f a c t  they were no t  a c t u a l l y  
burning, they were smoldering. They had been burning, they  
were p r e t t y  burned down when we went over. 

Q- What w a s  your a l t i tude-- -  

A. ( In te rpos ing)  I ' m  s u r e  t h a t  w e  d i d n ' t  g e t  below 
500 f e e t .  'The br igade  commander--in f a c t  we were under o rde r s  
no t  t o  be under 500 f e e t  because we would endanger t h e  a i r -  
c r a f t ,  and t h e  br igade  commander thought he would abide by 
h i s  own regu la t ion .  

I0: What was t h e  minimum? 

A. 500 f e e t ?  

MR WEST: He has  previous ly  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  he d i d n ' t  s ee  any 
bodies .  

I0: Did you f l y  over  My Lai  ( 4 ) ?  

A. Yes s i r ,  we flew over  t h e  whole a r e a  of My Lai  
( 4 )  a s  I r e c a l l ,  t h e  houses a s  you show it here- - th is  i s  
more accura te  than what was on t h e  map i t s e l f  i n  t h i s  a rea  
r i g h t  here  ( i n d i c a t i n g  on map). This should be genera l ly  north 
t o  south.  This i s  t r u e  of j u s t  about a l l  of t h e  maps t h e r e .  
The hu t s  have been t o r n  down, burned down, down again ,  up 
again.  The maps j u s t  d o n ' t  q u i t e  j i b e  with what i s  on t h e  
ground as  f a r  a s  man made s t r u c t u r e s  a r e  concerned. 

Q= Did you s e e  any o t h e r  v i l l a g e s ,  o r  hamlets I should 
'\ say ,  t h a t  were burning? 

A. Yes, sir.  We saw smoke i n  s e v e r a l  l o c a t i o n s  around 
t h e r e .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  which hamlets they were, bu t  I do 
have a genera l  f e e l i n g  t h a t  w e  saw smoke i n  s e v e r a l  of them. 

9. Do you know of any o rde r s  t h a t  were given t o  burn 
these  hamlets? 

A. There were o rde r s  given t h a t  hamlets were not  t o  
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be burned wi thou t  s a y  s o  from d i v i s i o n  headquar te rs .  This  
w a s  p u t  o u t  by General  KOSTER. I t  w a s  p u t  o u t  i n  w r i t i n g  
and it was p u t  o u t  by b r igade  and s o  on. However, t h e r e  
were p o s s i b l e  except ions  t o  t h i s ;  and t h a t  was, i f  t h e  
burning w a s  n o t  s t a r t e d  as a by-product of a t r a c e r  o r  
smoke o r  something l i k e  t h a t ,  t h i s  w a s  no t  cons idered  a s  
d e l i b e r a t e  o r  d i r e c t  burning.  D e l i b e r a t e  o r  d i r e c t  burn ing  
i s  t h e  t ype  t h a t  was precluded.  Obviously t h e r e  w a s  no 
way of s ay ing ,  "You w i l l  see t o  it t h a t  no h u t s  burn." 
However, i n  t h i s  a r e a ,  s i n c e  they  w e r e  a l l  burn ing ,  t h i s  
was a l i t t l e  unusual  i n  t h a t  t h e  h u t s  w e r e  a l l  burning.  

MR WEST: ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  W e  w i l l  t a k e  a b r i e f  recess. 

(The h e a r i n g  r eces sed  a t  1638 hours ,  3 December 
1969. ) 

(The hea r ing  reconvened a t  1643 hours ,  
3 December 1969.) 

10: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR: A l l  pe rsons  who w e r e  p r e s e n t  when t h e  hea r ing  
r eces sed  a r e  aga in  p r e s e n t .  

10: On t h e  1 7 t h  you i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  you accompanied 
Colonel  HENDERSON from F i r e  Base Bronco, which i s  your 
base a t  Duc Pho, I t a k e  it, t o  t h e  g e n e r a l  o p e r a t i o n a l  a r ea .  
Do you remember s e e i n g  Major WATKE t h a t  morning? Do you 
know Major WATKE? 

A. I do know Major WATKE. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  having 
seen him t h a t  morning. That  would be a t  t h e  b r igade  
headqua r t e r s .  

Q- E i t h e r  a t  t h e  b r igade  headqua r t e r s  o r  a t  LZ 
Do t t i e?  

A. S i r ,  I do n o t  r e c a l l  having p e r s o n a l l y  seen  
him on t h a t  day. -

Q* With r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  M I  Detachment which I b e l i e v e  
you c o n t r o l l e d ,  d i d  you r e c e i v e  any r e p o r t s  from them 
of k i l l i n g s  of  any var ie ty--unnecessary k i l l i n g s ?  

A. I d e f i n i t e l y  d i d  n o t  r e c e i v e  any such r e p o r t s .  
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Q. Do you know who from t h e  detachment accompanied 
t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. We--because we w e r e  a s e p a r a t e  b r igade  and it 
w a s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  suppor t  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  from such a d i s t a n c e  
from Duc Pho--we had s e n t  a l i e u t e n a n t .  H i s  l a s t  name was 
JOHNSON, second l i e u t e n a n t ,  t o  TF Barker t o  be a t t a c h e d  and 
t o  g ive  on-the-ground coverage in t e r roga t ion -wi se  t o  h e l p  
t h e  S2 a t  t h a t  l o c a t i o n  i n  g e t t i n g  immediate readout  of 
enemy documents and t h a t  s o r t  of t h i n g .  L ieu t enan t  JOHNSON 
w a s  a t t a c h e d  t o  TF Barker du r ing  t h i s  ope ra t ion .  He had 
with  him a t  l e a s t  one Vietnamese i n t e r p r e t e r  from our  
pool  of  i n t e r p r e t e r s .  There was a l s o  an i n t e r p r e t e r  who 
was normally a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  b a t t a l i o n .  W e  always t r i e d  
t o  keep one a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  b a t t a l i o n .  Most of t h e  t ime 
t h e r e  a r e  a minimum of two Vietnamese i n t e r p r e t e r s  wi th  
t h e  b a t t a l i o n  t a s k  f o r c e .  

Q Did Lieu tenant  JOHNSON have any Nat iona l  P o l i c e  
o r  Nat ional  P o l i c e  F i e l d  Forces wi th  him? 

A. I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  he d id .  I never  heard t h a t  he 
d i d .  The Nat iona l  P o l i c e  would come i n  t o  o u r  LZ and they  
a l s o  came i n t o  LZ D o t t i e  from time t o  t ime and con fe r r ed  
wi th  t h e  S2 and s o  on down. I f  t hey  went o u t  on t h e  ope ra t ion  
I was unaware of it. They may have. I was unaware of it i f  
they went o u t .  When we were down i n  Duc Pho our  Nat iona l  
p o l i c e  normally d i d  n o t  go o u t  on t h e  o p e r a t i o n s .  They came 
i n  and he lped  i d e n t i f y  d e t a i n e e s  o r  helped sometimes i n  t h e  
ques t ion ing  of t h e  d e t a i n e e s .  I n  f a c t  we had one Nat iona l  
Po l i ce  t h a t  p r e t t y  much s t a y e d  i n  t h e  compound most of t h e  time. 
He was loaned t o  us from t h e  l o c a l  and d i s t r i c t  headquar te rs .  
He was q u i t e  va luab le .  

Q *  What would you have expected t o  be t h e  normal 
job of L ieu tenant  JOHNSON i n  accompanying t h i s  ope ra t ion?  

A. H i s  normal job would be t o  p l ace  himself  where he 
thought t h e r e  would be t h e  maximum number of d e t a i n e e s  s o  
t h a t  he and h i s  i n t e r p r e t e r  would be a v a i l a b l e  a t  s h o r t  n o t i c e  
t o  g e t  t h e  d e t a i n e e s ,  q u e s t i o n  them on t h e  ground o r  t o  
a s s i s t  t h e  ground u n i t s  i n  t h e  p u r s u i t .  Being a b l e  t o  ask 
such q u e s t i o n s  a s  which way d i d  t hey  go and t h a t  s o r t  of 
th ing .  Having someone on t h e  ground t h a t  can do t h i s  f o r  
ground u n i t s  can very  o f t e n  save  c r u c i a l  minutes and seconds,  
w e  hope, i n  ca t ch ing  t h e  r e t r e a t i n g  f o r c e s .  This  i s  t h e  
way we had t o  o p e r a t e  because t h e  VC d i d  n o t  normally want 
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t o  s tand  and f i g h t  unless  they were on t h e i r  own terms.'  
When we i n i t i a t e d  t h e  combat most times they were not  on 
t h e i r  own terms. Therefore,  we had t o  chase. 

Q H i s  job then was p r imar i ly  i n t e l l i g e n c e ?  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. I f  he had observed a war crime, maltreatment of 
p r i soners  of war, o r  a k i l l i n g  of a noncombatant, o r  an 
a t r o c i t y  i n  any form, would you have expected him t o  r epor t  
i t ?  

A. Yes, sir,  I expect any s o l d i e r  t o  r e p o r t .  I 
would have repor ted  it myself. 

Q. I am speaking only of Lieutenant JOHNSON i n  h i s  
o f f i c i a l  capaci ty  a s  an M I  o f f i c e r ?  

A. What I have t o  say i n  my answer I would expect 
t h a t  of him no more o r  no l e s s  than any o t h e r  American 
s o l d i e r .  Of course,  a s  an o f f i c e r  he c e r t a i n l y  could be 
expected t o  be a l i t t l e  more mature, a l i t t l e  more speedy, 
and a l i t t l e  more respons ib le  than t h e  average s o l d i e r  i n  
t h e  f i e l d .  But i n  a  case of t h i s  s o r t ,  t o  my way of looking 
a t  it, and I ' m  su re  t h a t  t h i s  i s  more o r  l e s s  a un ive r sa l  
way t o  a l l  of us ,  anything of t h i s  na ture  would have had t o  
be repor ted  by anybody who s a w  it--and immediately. 

Q =  I show you a copy of a combat a f t e r  a c t i o n  r e p o r t ,
dated 2 8  March 1968, prepared by TF Barker of t h e  11th 
Brigade. I would l i k e  f o r  you t o  look a t  it and t e l l  me 
i f  you have seen t h i s  document (handing t h e  document, 
Exhib i t  R-2 ,  t o  COL BLACKLEDGE) . 

(The hearing recessed a t  1650 hours,  3 December 
1969. ) 

(The hearing was c a l l e d  t o  o rde r  a t  1653 hours ,  
3 December 1969.) 

I0 : The hear ing  w i l l  come t o  order .  

RCDR: A l l  persons who were p resen t  when t h e  hearing 
recessed a r e  again present .  

A. S i r ,  I looked over t h i s  r e p o r t ,  and it seems 
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t o  be f a m i l i a r  and s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  kind of information t h a t  
we put  toge the r  i n  our  q u a r t e r l y  r e p o r t s  which we forwarded 
t o  h igher  headquarters .  I d o n ' t  know j u s t  what t h e  terminology 
of t h a t  q u a r t e r l y  r e p o r t  is .  I a m  t r y i n g  t o  remember 
it. I t  i s  an attachment t o  t h e  r e p o r t .  Normally, i f  t h e r e  
has been an unusual opera t ion  dur ing  the  q u a r t e r  it i s  
sometimes a t t ached  t o  these  r e p o r t s  a s  appendages, and I 
may have read t h i s  o r  s i m i l a r  information i n  t h a t  r e p o r t ,  
b u t  t h i s  does r i n g  of my having read it before .  

Q Would a copy of t h i s  r e p o r t  normally have been 
forwarded t o  headquarters  of t h e  America1 Divis ion? 

A. I f  no t ,  t h i s  r e p o r t  c e r t a i n l y  i s  a compendium t o  
t h i s  and s i m i l a r  r e p o r t s  a s  a p a r t  of t h i s  q u a r t e r l y  
requirement which would come through channels.  A s  t o  
another  copy which was forwarded t o  d i v i s i o n  beforehand, 
I d o n ' t  f e e l  conf ident  t o  say.  I th ink  t h a t  d i v i s i o n  was 
i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  opera t ion  and asked f o r  t h i s  
r e p o r t .  I f  they  had n o t  I th ink  t h a t  chances a r e  q u i t e  good 
t h a t  it might have gone anyway. I t  was j u s t  a ma t t e r  of 
g iv ing  them t h e  information.  I know i f  I had been t h e  S3 
I would have considered forwarding a copy of it t o  t h e  G3. 

Q- Is it normal t h a t  a combat a f t e r  a c t i o n  r e p o r t  
w i l l  be prepared covering approximately 10 1 / 2  hours of 
opera t ions?  

A. No, sir.  These were prepared on s e v e r a l  o t h e r  
opera t ions  t o  my knowledge. Some of them l a s t e d  s e v e r a l  days. 
We had some west of Quang Ngai which were q u i t e  product ive ,  
and we made s p e c i a l  r e p o r t s  on them a t  t h e  br igade  and of 
course we received f e e d e r  r e p o r t s  from b a t t a l i o n  t h a t  were 
involved. Again t h i s  i s  more of a ma t t e r  of recordkeeping--
g e t t i n g  information bzck as c a r e f u l l y  as poss.:ble. What 
happened i n  some of these  cases  i s  t h a t ,  a t  t h e  t ime,  a  cont inual  
running r e p o r t  was rece ived .  This happened--that happened--
t h i s  happened--one t h i n g  r i g h t  a f t e r  another--during t h e  
e x e r c i s e ,  and then  when it was over  we would go back and 
rega the r  t h e  f a c t s ,  s t r a i g h t e n  them o u t  i f  they  were no t  
s t r a i g h t ,  and kind of come up with a  f i n a l  r e p o r t  which 
was as  t r u e  a s  we could g e t  it. From my s t andpo in t  t h e  
information he re  i n  paragraph 1 2 ,  "Resu l t s , "  was t h e  
p a r t  I wanted t o  look over  and make su re  it agreed with 
what I a l ready had been given i n  f i n a l  r e p o r t s ,  and i f  it 
d i d  not  agree at tempt  t o  d iscover  j u s t  what had occurred 
t h a t  we had n o t  caught up with.  W e  d i d  t h i s  on a number of 
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t h e s e  because t h e  r e p o r t s  t h a t  I forwarded t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n  
d a i l y  had t h i s  same informat ion ,  and I wanted t o  be s u r e  
t h a t  eve ry th ing  j i b e d  toge the r .  

Q You i n d i c a t e d  a s h o r t  whi le  ago i n  your test imony 
t h a t  some c i v i l i a n s  had been k i l l e d ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. The company commander i n d i c a t e d  t o  
t h e  br igade  commander--and I b e l i e v e  he used t h e  t e r m  h i t  
r a t h e r  than  k i l l e d .  So t h i s  l e f t  it r e a l l y  open a s  t o  
whether they were k i l l e d  o r  wounded. And s i n c e  my knowledge 
of p r i o r  o p e r a t i o n s  had been t h a t  when.20 people  were h i t ,  
t h e  m a j o r i t y  of them were n o t  k i l led- -by  f a r  t h e  ma jo r i ty  
w e r e  wounded--I app l i ed  t h a t  same mental  r u l e  o r  guide 
t o  my own t h i n k i n g  and came up wi th  t h e  conclus ion  t h a t  
of t h e  20 perhaps a few had been k i l l e d  and t h e  rest w e r e  
wounded. That was my own judgment upon hea r ing  t h e  comment 
made by t h e  company commander wi thout  any f u r t h e r  knowledge. 

Q g  You.rnade no a t tempt  t o  c l a r i f y  t h i s  m a t t e r  
wi th  Colonel HENDERSON? 

A. A s  t o  how many of  t h e  20 w e r e  dead and how many 
were wounded, no, sir. 

Q. I am r e f e r r i n g  t o  you a s  a s t a f f  o f f i c e r  t o  t h e  
b r igade  commander, and you a r e  t r a v e l l i n g  around wi th  him. 
would be q u i t e  normal t h a t  you would have a conversa t ion  
wi th  him concerning what you wan ted . to  t a l k  about  on t h e  
ground, what t r a n s p i r e d ,  and what d i d n ' t  t r a n s p i r e .  You 
had no conver sa t ion  wi th  him? 

A. No, s ir .  This  i s  because he d i d  n o t  see f i t  
t o  t e l l  m e  what he  was doing.  What I thought he was doing 
w a s  v e r i f y i n g  t h e s e  f i g u r e s  of 128 and making s u r e  it was 
a c o r r e c t  f i g u r e .  I n  r e t r o s p e c t ,  looking  back, I see what 
t r a n s p i r e d  now. I f e e l  t h a t  he had g r e a t e r  emphasis on 
what he was--that he was d igging  more deeply  than  I o r i g i n a l l y  
thought.  But on t h a t  day I thought  a l l  he was doing was 
v e r i f y i n g  t h e  f i g u r e s  of  128 k i l l e d  and a l s o  a s s u r i n g  himself  
t h a t  c i v i l i a n s  t h a t  might have been i n j u r e d  i n  t h e  combat, 
unavoidably,  were be ing  p rope r ly  ca red  f o r  and t h a t  t h e  
p l a toons  w e r e  r e p o r t i n g  t o  t h e  company commander c o r r e c t l y  
and t h a t  was about  it. 

Q- Did Colonel HENDERSON a s  a m a t t e r  of p r a c t i c e  
n o t  conf ide  i n  h i s  s t a f f ?  
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A. No, sir. I f  the  m a t t e r  had t o  do wi th  a s t a f f  
member's a r e a  of superv i s ion ,  I f e l t  he confided.  A t  l e a s t ,  
I always f e l t  t h a t  he came t o  m e  and consul ted  with me on 
a l l  mat te rs  having t o  do with t h e  enemy. 

Q - But he d i d  n o t  c o n s u l t  wi th  you on t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  
f i g u r e ,  nor d i d  he d i s c u s s  wi th  you t h e  d i scuss ion  he c a r r i e d  
on with Captain MEDINA? 

A. T h a t ' s  r i g h t ,  s i r ,  and p r i o r  t o  t h e  time we s a t  
down I d i d n ' t  know what he was going t o  t a l k  about,  and I 
l i s t e n e d  during t h a t  t i m e .  I d i d  n o t  f e e l  it incumbent 
on me t o  cont inue h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  f o r  him. I merely 
l i s t e n e d  t o  t h e  ques t ions  t h a t  he asked, and it appeared 
t o  me t h a t  he was q u i t e  thorough cons ider ing  what I thought 
he was going a f t e r  t o  s t a r t  wi th ,  which was c e r t a i n l y  n o t  
an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of an a l l eged  massacre. This was t h e  
f u r t h e s t  t h i n g  from my mind, and t o  my knowledge t h i s  was 
t h e  f u r t h e s t  t h i n g  from h i s  mind a t  t h e  time. A s  I had 
read r e p o r t s  s i n c e  then  it appears t o  me t h a t  he probably 
had information which i n d i c a t e d  t o  him t h a t  t h e r e  was 
something poss ib ly  going on t h a t  was i l l e g a l  a long t h e s e  
l i n e s .  But on t h a t  day he never poin ted  t h a t  o u t  t o  me, 
nor d id  he ,  a  month la ter ,  when I showed him t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  
r e p o r t s  I was rece iv ing .  He then s a i d  t h a t  d i v i s i o n  was 
aware of t h e  a l l e g a t i o n s  and t h a t  they were being inves t iga ted .  
This was a month l a t e r  t h a t  he t o l d  me t h a t .  

Q- I ' l l  come back t o  t h a t .  Wi th , r e spec t  t o  t h i s  
combat a c t i o n  r e p o r t ,  would it not  be normal i n  a combat 
a c t i o n  r e p o r t  of t h i s  category t o  i n d i c a t e  i f  any c i v i l i a n s  
had been k i l l e d ?  Would it n o t  a l s o  be q u i t e  normal t o  
i n d i c a t e  v i l l a g e s  or hamlets which had been burned o r  
destroyed,  recognizing t h e  s e n s i t i v i t y  of t h i s  problem i n  
Headquarters, MACV 2nd I11 MAF? 

A .  My f e e l i n g  i s  t h a t  it would be normal t o  p l a c e  
t h a t  i n  t h e r e .  However, I never had t h e  requirement placed 
on me t o  prepare  one of t h e s e  r e p o r t s ,  s ir .  I would be 
asked i n  a case l i k e  t h i s  t o  prepare  perhaps t h e  r e s u l t s  
a s  shown i n  paragraph 1 2  and t u r n  it over t o  t h e  S3 who 
would prepare t h e  remainder of t h e  r e p o r t ,  and perhaps 
any a d d i t i o n a l  informat ion  which, with t h e  commander's 
recommendation, I would be asked f o r  t h a t  t o  be placed 
i n t o  t h e  r e p o r t .  I agree  t h a t  these  were t h e  a reas  t h a t  
would be of i n t e r e s t  a t  h igher  headquarters .  They would 
c e r t a i n l y  be l o g i c a l  i n c l u s i o n s  i n  t h e  r e p o r t s .  
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Q P a r t i c u l a r l y  from t h e  S2 s i d e ?  

A. Th is  p a r t i c u l a r  document came addressed  t o  t h e  
Commanding O f f i c e r ,  1 1 t h  Brigade.  A t  t h e  moment I do n o t  
know what happened t o  t h i s  document, whether  it w a s  i ndo r sed  
and forwarded o r  whether it was i n c o r p o r a t e d  i n t o  a subsequent  
combat a f t e r  a c t i o n  r e p o r t  of t h e  b r igade .  I t  s t r u c k  me 
a s  q u i t e  unusual  t h a t  it d i d  n o t  i n c l u d e  any comments 
concerning c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s  except  a l l u d i n g  t o  it i n  
paragraph  1 5 ,  t h e  commander's a n a l y s i s .  I t  a l s o  s t r u c k  m e  
a s  be ing  unusual ,  t h e  l a r g e  number of enemy K I A  as compared 
t o  t h e  weapons count  and a l s o  t h e  r a t i o  of t h e  enemy t o  
f r i e n d l y .  Would you l i k e  f o r  me t o  comment on t h o s e  t h i n g s ,  
s i r ?  

Q Y e s .  

A. A s  f a r  as t h e  52 be ing  involved  i n  t h e  r e p o r t i n g  
of  t h e  c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s ,  t h i s  was n o t  a normal p a r t  of 
ou r  r e p o r t i n g  procedure  excep t  when w e  had t o  a s s u r e  our-
s e l v e s  t h a t  we d i d  n o t  forward c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s  i n  ou r  
S2 r e p o r t s .  I n  f a c t ,  w e  had t o  s t r i c t l y  s t a y  away from 
c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s .  This  was, however, d i r e c t l y  a p a r t  
of t h e  S 5 ' s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  A s  f a r  as I can r e c a l l  he was 
charged wi th  keeping t r a c k  of c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s  and of 
o u r  e f f o r t s  t o  g i v e  medical  and m a t e r i a l  suppor t  t o  people  
who would have been maimed, o r  i n j u r e d ,  o r  made homeless by a 
combat a c t i o n  and s o  on. Aside from my normal p e r s o n a l  
humani ta r ian  i n s t i n c t  i n  t h i s  m a t t e r ,  I had no s t a f f  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s .  A s  
f a r  a s  t h e  r e p o r t i n g  i s  concerned,  when I made a r e p o r t  
s i m i l a r  t o  t h i s  o r  made my f e e d e r  r e p o r t  t o  whoever t h e  
p r o j e c t  o f f i c e r  was who was r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  making t h e  
e n t i r e  r e p o r t ,  which i s  normally S3, aga in  I would i n d i c a t e  
numbers of  c i v i l i a n  d e t a i n e e s ,  numbers of c i v i l i a n s  who had 
been i n j u r e d  and k i l l e d  and n o t  be ing  d e t a i n e d  e i t h e r  by 
our  u n i t ,  o r  any o t h e r  u n i t ,  o r  any o t h e r  d i v i s i o n .  Now, I 
would l i k e  t o  go t o  t h e  r e s u l t s  of  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  o p e r a t i o n .  
You made s e v e r a l  comments which I t h i n k  I made t o  myself 
t h a t  t h e r e  was a d i s p a r i t y  between t h e  number of  f r i e n d l y  
and enemy c a s u a l t i e s  and a l s o  a d i s p a r i t y  between t h e  number 
of  enemy c a s u a l t i e s  and weapons cap tu red .  This  w a s  n o t  
t h e  on ly  o p e r a t i o n  where we had a d i s p a r i t y  between people  
k i l l e d  and weapons cap tured .  

Q- What w a s  your  normal r a t i o ?  
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A. The normal r a t i o ,  s ir ,  d o e s n ' t  t e l l  t h e  f u l l  s t o r y .  
I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  what it was. I t  was much h i g h e r  t h a n  t h i s ,  
bu t  we cap tu red  s e v e r a l  ve ry  l a r g e  caches .  S i r ,  i f  you 
k i l l e d  15  people  a day f o r  3 weeks and t a k e  f i v e  o r  s i x  
weapons i n  t h a t  whole t ime and then  f i n d  a  weapon cache 
wi th  200  weapons i n  i t ,  you can s e e  one does n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  
have any connec t ion  w i t h  t h e  o t h e r ,  and t h i s  was t h e  t e n o r  
of our  weapons v e r s u s  personne l  k i l l e d .  We would f i n d  t h a t  
one o r  two people  were k i l l e d  a t  a t ime and a l l  o v e r  t h e  
p l a c e  maybe one would have a  hand grenade,  maybe one would 
have a  weapon, and ano the r  would have no th ing .  Many t i m e s  
people  were seen  t o  throw t h e i r  weapons i n t o  t h e  rice 
paddies .  They were s een  w i t h  them and l a t e r  s een  wi thou t  
them. I t  was hard  t o  g e t  t h e i r  weapons. W e  had a case 
i n  t h i s  ve ry  same area, n o t  more than  a  k i lome te r  from 
t h e r e ,  w e r e  i n  p u r s u i t ,  o u r  t r o o p s  r e p o r t e d  r i g h t  i n  t h e  
middle of an o p e r a t i o n  t h a t  t hey  had over run  an enemy 
p l a toon  and were l e a p i n g  over  bod ie s  and weapons and s o  
on. They cont inued  on i n  t h i s  ca se .  They were a s t r i d e  
t h i s  road r i g h t  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g  on t h e  w a l l  map) coming 
o u t  of Highway 1, and ou r  o p e r a t i o n  was headed r i g h t  up 
t h i s  way. They were t aken  under long-range f i r e  o u t  i n  
t h i s  a r e a  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) ,  and a s  they  p r e s s e d  on t h e y  d i d  
h i t  an o rgan ized  enemy r e s i s t a n c e ,  d e f e a t e d  i t ,  and pursued.  
By t h e  t i m e  t h e y  g o t  back,  it w a s  j u s t  a m a t t e r  of  a ve ry  
s h o r t  t i m e  l a t e r - - t h e y  d i d n ' t  have t ime t o  p i c k  up t h e  
weapons. They w e r e  i n  h o t  p u r s u i t  and by t h e  t ime they  
g o t  back t h e y  were gone. Many of t h e  bod ie s  were gone, 
some were s t i l l  t h e r e ,  b u t  t h e  weapons were gone. And t h e  
people  of  t h a t  area--t ime a f t e r  t ime they  t o l d  us--and 
many of them had no m i l i t a r y  f u n c t i o n  excep t  t o  move 
bod ie s ,  move weapons. And we found t h a t  i f  w e  d i d n ' t  
move t h e  weapons r i g h t  on t h e  s p o t ,  we would l o s e  them. 
Also,  if we k i l l e d  people  a t  any range whatsoever ,  i f  w e  
g o t  t o  where t h e  body w a s ,  w e  found t h a t  t h e r e  had been 
c a r t r i d g e s  a l l  ove r  t h e r e ,  b u t  weapons, no, sir.  Many 
t i m e s  t hey  even g o t  t h e  c a r t r i d g e s  from t h e r e .  

Q- A r e  you t e l l i n g  me then  t h a t  t h i s  r a t i o  of 
128 enemy k i l l e d  and 3 weapons would n o t  cause  any 
g r e a t  undue alarm? 

A. I t  would i n d i c a t e  t o  t h e  b r igade  commander and 
myself t h a t  w e  had been t o o  slow i n  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  because 
we found t h a t  i f  w e  d i d n ' t  pursue ,  a s  I mentioned, ve ry  
h o t l y ,  t hen  we d i d n ' t  g e t  weapons. Only when w e  s u r p r i s e d  
t h e  enemy o r  complete ly  surrounded him and he c o u l d n ' t  g e t  
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h i s  weapons hidden,  t hen  w e  g o t  weapons. I f  w e  d idn"  do 
those  t h i n g s ,  t h e n  we normally d i d  n o t  g e t  weapons. This 
f i g u r e ,  a l though  it w a s  ve ry  d i s p a r a t e  based on p rev ious  
expe r i ences  we had,  would t end  t o  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e  t r o o p s ,  
as t o o  o f t e n  i s  t h e  case  because they  had t o  t r e a d  through 
a r e a s  which w e r e  perhaps  booby t r a p p e d ,  were s o  slow t h a t  
t h e  enemy had p l e n t y  of t ime t o  evacua te  n o t  on ly  h i s  combat 
t r o o p s ,  b u t  h i s  weapons. I n  t h i s  c a s e  we f e l t  t h a t - - a t  
leas t  I f e l t - - t h a t  they-  had caught  up wi th  h i s  t r o o p s .  I 
am t a l k i n g  about  what I thought  was t h e  48th B a t t a l i o n .  I 
w a s  hoping t h a t  t h i s  was what we had t h e r e .  I t  was supposed 
t o  be about  2 5 0 ,  and we were t o  k i l l  as many a s  p o s s i b l e ,  and 
whatever w a s  l e f t ,  i f  t h e r e  were any more of  them, removed 
weapons. This  i s  t h e  way I r a t i o n a l i z e d  o r  r e c o n c i l e d  o r  
thought  about  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  d i s p a r i t y ,  t h a t  o u r  people  
have moved t o o  s lowly  and had al lowed e i t h e r  c i v i l i a n s  t o  
remove t h e  weapons o r  enemy t r o o p s  t o  remove t h e  weapons 
b e f o r e  t hey  g o t  t o  t h e  p o i n t  where t h e  bod ie s  were.  

Q- I t a k e  it you f e e l  t h e  s a m e  way about  t h e  r a t i o  
of enemy K I A  t o  f r i e n d l y  RIA--128 t o  2: 

A. I h a d n ' t  cons idered  t h a t  d i s p a r i t y  a t  t h e  t ime.  
I n  f a c t ,  t h e  on ly  t h i n g  I was r e a l l y  aware of was how many 
c a s u a l t i e s  w e  had taken  t h a t  day.  I t  w a s  q u i t e  l i g h t  and 
I j u s t  a t t r i b u t e d  t h i s  t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  we had caught  them 
wi th  t h e i r  p a n t s  down. I was c e r t a i n l y  hoping t h i s  t o  be 
t h e  c a s e  and it appeared t o  be t h e  c a s e  because w e  never  
had t h i s  k ind  of f i g u r e  i n  such a s h o r t  t ime.  Previously--
I d o n ' t  r e c a l l - - i t ' s  been many days from t h e  t i m e  w e  
g o t  i n t o  Vietnam--a couple  of months e a r l i e r  t h a n  t h i s  
u n t i l  t h i s  d a t e ,  w e  had a f i g u r e  o v e r  a  hundred. I t  may 
have -been one o t h e r  i n c i d e n t  i n  t h e  same a r e a .  This  i s  
when we had a p r e t t y  good s i z e  f i g u r e .  

Q* I f  you had run  i n t o  t h e  whole 48th Local  Force 
Ba t t a l i on - -

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  A t  t imes  p r e v i o u s ,  w e  took some 
p r e t t y  husky c a s u a l t i e s .  I remember one company commander 
having been hit--A company commander--machinegun f i r e  w a s  
be ing  r e c e i v e d ,  r o c k e t  f i r e  and t h a t  s o r t  of t h i n g .  A s  you 
s a y ,  t h i s  appeared t o  be more of  a  pants-down s o r t  of t h i n g  
than  any o t h e r  t ime .  I t  appeared t h e  o t h e r  t i m e  t h a t  we 
had r e a l l y  walked i n t o  a  p repared  de fense .  I n  t h i s  c a s e  
it d i d n ' t  look t h a t  way a t  a l l  t o  me. T h a t ' s  what we 
had t r i e d  t o  do and hoped t h a t ' s  what we were do ing .  We 
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caught  them and p u t  them on t h e  run  b e f o r e  t h e y  had t ime  
t o  se t  up a de fense  o f  any k ind ,  

Q. Leaving t h i s  combat a c t i o n  r e p o r t ,  I would l i k e  t o  
come back aga in  t o  t h e  17 th .  I would l i k e  f o r  you t o  t h i n k  
r e a l  hard  as t o  what you d i d  when you l e f t  LZ Bronco p r i o r  
t o  going t o  t h e  meeting wi th  Capta in  MEDINA? 

A. Well,  s i r ,  I have been t h i n k i n g  r a t h e r  h a r d  
about  it e v e r  s i n c e  I made t h e  s t a t emen t  t h a t  I f e l t  t h a t  I 
would be ques t ioned  on it la te r - -hav ing  t a l k e d  w i t h  Colonel  
HENDERSON and s e v e r a l  o t h e r  people  w i thou t  even a s k i n g  them 
t h e  q u e s t i o n .  W e  may have landed a t  LZ D o t t i e  o r  t a s k  f o r c e  
headqua r t e r s  e i t h e r  b e f o r e  o r  a f t e r ,  b u t  I j u s t  c a n ' t  
remember, myself .  

Q When d i d  you t a l k  t o  Colonel  HENDERSON? 

A .  E a r l y  t h i s  morning. And o t h e r  people  l i k e  
Major CALHOUN, s t i l l  w a i t i n g  t o  come i n .  H e  was t a s k  
f o r c e  S3. The t r o u b l e ,  s i r ,  i s  t h a t  we--I made a l o t  
of f l i g h t s  t o  TF Barker  Headquar ters  and t o  LZ D o t t i e .  I 
j u s t  c a n ' t  marry any one of  them up wi th  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  
f l i g h t  o u t  t o  t h e  company. I had it s t u c k  i n  my memory 
t h a t  we went o u t  t h e r e  j u s t  a s  I r e l a t e d  t o  you--how w e  
went down on t h e  field--how t h e  b r igade  commander and t h e  
company commander spoke,  b u t  beyond t h a t  per iod--

Q 0 ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  L e t ' s  r e f r e s h  your memory. 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. See i f  you remember t h i s  t a k i n g  p l a c e  on t h e  
morning of  t h e  17 th  a f t e r  you l e f t  LZ Bronco t o  go t o  LZ 
D o t t i e  where Colonel  HENDERSON c o n f e r r e d  w i t h  General  YOUNG, 
t h e  ADC of t h e  Rmerical  D iv i s ion ,  and subsequent ly  t o  t a l k  
w i t h  Major WATKE, who i s  t h e  company commander of t h e  aero-
s c o u t  company, and t h e n  t o  go t o  a p a r t i c u l a r  TOC o r  a 
s e p a r a t e  b u i l d i n g  w i t h  ano the r  i n d i v i d u a l  subsequent  t o  
which t h e  h e l i c o p t e r ,  w i t h  i t s  crew, and Colonel  HENDERSON 
depa r t ed  and v i s i t e d  Captain  MEDINA. Now do you recal l  
t h i s  i n c i d e n t ?  

A. I do recal l  a day on which w e  went o u t  t o  LZ 
D o t t i e ,  and w e  met General  YOUNG t h e r e .  The c o l o n e l  and 
General  YOUNG went o f f  and t a l k e d  by themselves .  I w a s  
d i smissed  by t h e  c o l o n e l  on t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  day and went 
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d i r e c t l y  t o  t h e  TOC and went i n t o  c o n s u l t a t i o n  wi th  
t h e  S2 a s  I normally d i d  when I was taken  o u t  t h e r e .  I 
b e l i e v e  on t h e  same day Major WATKE was a l s o  i n  t h e  a r e a .  
However, I j u s t  c a n ' t  match i t  up wi th  be ing  t h e  same 
day t h a t  w e  went o u t  t o  t h e  company where w e  m e t  Captain  
MEDINA. I t  c e r t a i n l y  i s  p o s s i b l e .  I j u s t  apologize  t h a t  
my r e c o l l e c t i o n  j u s t  d o e s n ' t  enab le  me  t o  t i e  t h e  two of  
them up. 

Q. I know t h e s e  circumstances a r e  a  y e a r  and a h a l f  
ago t h a t  w e  a r e  speaking o f ,  bu t  it does become necessary  
t o  marry you up wi th  Colonel HENDERSON. 

A.  My problem i s  t h a t  I might be t a l k i n g  about 
another  day t h a t  we went o u t  because I ' m  q u i t e  su re  t h a t  
w e  saw General  YOUNG a t  LZ D o t t i e  more than  once dur ing  
my experience of going o u t  t h e r e  wi th  t h e  b r igade  commander. 
H e  c e r t a i n l y  came down t o  our  a r e a  a number of t i m e s  a s  
w e l l .  

Q- Did you t a l k  t o  t h e  p e o p l e i n  t h e  TOC? Did you 
have any r e p o r t s  t h a t  might have caused you concern? 

A. No, sir. I c e r t a i n l y  d i d n ' t .  My concerns w e r e ,  
f i r s t  of a l l ,  on t h e  day i n  q u e s t i o n ,  t h a t  I f e l t  t h a t  t h e  
co lone l  went a l i t t l e  f u r t h e r  than  I would have gone i n  
t y i n g  down t h e  company commander concerning t h e  n a t u r e  o f  
t h e  c a s u a l t i e s .  I thought  t h a t  was a  l i t t l e  unusual.  Not 
be ing  pr ivy  t o  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of conducting an i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  
I now f e e l  t h a t  h i s  ques t ion ing  was more i n  l i n e  of an 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  than  it w a s .  J u s t  what I would have asked 
him i f  a l l  I wanted t o  know was, "What k ind  of c a s u a l t i e s  
have you go t?"  I know t h a t ' s  what--when t h e  c o l o n e l  asked 
him what k ind  they  were, he s a i d  they  w e r e  VC. I was a l i t t l e  
s u r p r i s e d  t h a t  t-here were no wounded. I w a s  hoping f o r  
p r i s o n e r s .  Normally when I go o u t  on t h e s e  t h i n g s  I would 
l i k e  t o  see t h a t  t h e r e  has been someone de ta ined  from u n i t s  
t h a t  w e  can t a l k  t o .  I n  t h i s  c a s e ,  h i s  answer was nega t ive .  
There were no p r i s o n e r s .  That ,  I f e l t ,  was a l i t t l e  
s u r p r i s i n g .  

Q- You w i l l  n o t e ,  however, i n  your combat a f t e r  
a c t i o n  r e p o r t  t h a t  you have,  t h a t  t h e r e  was a c e r t a i n  number 
of p r i s o n e r s  taken?  . 
A. Y e s ,  s ir .  I t  i s  hard  t o  say  where they  were 
taken from t h e  v i c i n i t y  of C h a r l i e  Company, o r  Bravo, of t h e  
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4 /3 .  The fac t  t h a t  it s a i d  VC s u s p e c t s  i s  a judgment 
f a c t o r .  A person  who i s  d e t a i n e d ,  i f  he i s  a m i l i t a r y -
aged man, cou ld  be  c l a s s i f i e d  a s  a VC s u s p e c t .  I n  t h i s  
p a r t i c u l a r  a r e a ,  s i n c e  we had d i r e c t  knowledge t h a t  people  
t h a t  were n o t  on ly  male,  b u t  some females ,  w e r e  i n  t h i s  
b a t t a l i o n ,  a s  I p o i n t e d  o u t ,  i f  t h e y  were h e a l t h y  women 
who d i d  n o t  appear  t o  be l i v i n g  i n  t h e  a r e a  o r  housewives 
o r  have a  home r i g h t  t h e r e ,  t h e y  can a l s o  be c l a s s i f i e d  
a s  p o s s i b l e  VC s u s p e c t s .  These people--I  c a n ' t  r e a l l y  
say now any more about  what happened t o  t h e s e  11 people .  
would r e a l l y  have t o  go back t o  ou r  r eco rds  and s o  f o r t h  
and s o  on--in t h o s e  days .  We had a cont inuous stream of  
t h e s e  people  coming i n  from t h e  o p e r a t i o n  t h e  day b e f o r e ,  
and some people  were coming i n  t h e  day a f t e r ,  and it w a s  
a cont inuous t h i n g  eve ry  day. We d i d n ' t  c a l l  them s u s p e c t s .  
This  w a s  n o t  terminology i n  t h e  S 2  b u s i n e s s .  W e  l i k e  t o  
use--determining i f  t h e  people  were d e t a i n e e s  u n t i l  w e  
r e a l l y  b e l i e v e d  they  were i nnocen t  o r  VC PW's--VC PW 
and NVA PW's ,  o r  we had c i v i l  de fende r s .  They w e r e  VC 
b u t  noncombatant V C ' s ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  i f  w e  p i cked  up an 
i n d i v i d u a l  who was perhaps  an e l d e r l y  gentleman, w e  knew 
t h a t  he was by r e p o r t  of t h e  hamlet  c h i e f ,  n o t  a weapon-
c a r r y i n g  man, b u t  was r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  VC governmental  
s t r u c t u r e s ,  and he f e l l  i n  t h i s  ca t ego ry ,  s u p p o r t i n g  t h e  
o t h e r  s i d e ,  b u t  a s  a noncombatant. H e  became a c i v i l  
defendant  o r  something l i k e  t h a t .  

Q- By t h a t  t ime  t h e  t i t l e  had changed. The t i t l e  
had changed t o  V C I ,  VC I n f r a s t r u c t u r e .  U n t i l  you cou ld  
prove o the rwi se ,  he could  be c a l l e d  a c i v i l i a n  d e t a i n e e ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  A d e t a i n e e  u n t i l  t h e  man had been 
i n t e r r o g a t e d  by o u r  t r a i n e d  i n t e r r o g a t o r s ,  M I  t y p e ,  and 
had been c l a s s i f i e d  as a r e s u l t .  A l l  t h e s e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  
had t o  go back t o  d i v i s i o n  and be approved,  had t o  go through 
J A  and come back down b e f o r e  t h e y  w e r e  f i n a l ,  and i n  t h i s  
ca se  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  may have a l r e a d y  been evacua ted  t o  
d i v i s i o n  l e v e l .  O r  w e  might s t i l l  have him and i f  he w a s  
s t i l l  innocen t  and w e  s t i l l  had him, he was r e t u r n e d  t o  
wherever he was p i cked  up, n o t  normally t h e  same s p o t ,  
b u t  back t o  h i s  d i s t r i c t  headqua r t e r s  where he could  be 
given f u r t h e r  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n .  I f  he was a c i v i l  defendent  
he was t u r n e d  ove r  t o  t h e  c i v i l i a n  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  t h e  
d i s t r i c t  i n  Son Tinh o r  Duc Pho o r  t h e  d i s t r i c t  i n  which 
t h e  man was cap tured .  Normally t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  t h a t  
we provided  w a s  accep ted  by h i g h e r  headqua r t e r s .  
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Q- The b r i g a d e  a s  I unders tand  it normal ly  h e l d  
a d a i l y  s t a f f  meet ing i n  t h e  evenings ,  i s  t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q- Do you r e c a l l  a t  any of  t h e s e  s t a f f  meetings which 
were h e l d  subsequent  t o  1 6 ,  17  March, t h a t  t h e  s u b j e c t  of  
noncombatant K I A  was brought  up and d i s c u s s e d ,  t h e  r a t i o  
of K I A  v e r s u s  weapons and t h e  r a t i o  of VC K I A  ve r sus  
U.S. KIA? Was t h i s  e v e r  d i s c u s s e d  i n  any d e t a i l ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  A l l  of  t h e s e  were d i s c u s s e d  a  number 
of t i m e s .  Usua l ly  it was a  m a t t e r  of people  on t h e  lower 
l e v e l s  t r y i n g  t o  e x p l a i n  t o  t h o s e  a t  t h e  h i g h e r  l e v e l .  I n  
o t h e r  words t h e y  t r i e d  t o  e x p l a i n  t o  us  why it was s o  
d i f f i c u l t  t o  come up w i t h  weapons even though they  knew 
t h e y . h a d  been f i r e d  a t  from a  p a r t i c u l a r  a r e a .  And w e  d i d n ' t  
need t o  be convinced t o o  much, because t h e  p r i s o n e r s  t h a t  
w e  r ece ived  and t h e  d e t a i n e e s  v e r i f i e d  t h i s ,  t h a t  c o l l e c t i n g  
weapons w a s  a ,111mber one p r i o r i t y  d u r i n g  and a f t e r  every  
o p e r a t i o n ,  t h a t  t h e y  had t o  g e t  t h e  weapons even a t  t h e  c o s t  
of  r i s k i n g  perhaps  t h e i r  own l i f e .  This  w a s  r e q u i r e d  of 
them. For some of  them t h i s  was t h e i r  on ly  du ty .  They 
had p l a c e s  p repa red  i n  advance where t h e y  w e r e  t o  be 
s e c r e t e d  u n t i l  t h e y  were a b l e  t o  b r i n g  them o u t .  Others  
i n  t h e i r  d e s p e r a t i o n  t r i e d  t o  h i d e  them w i t h  t h e i r  l a s t  
b r e a t h .  Some--many people  were r e p o r t e d  t o  us a s  be ing  
k i l l e d  i n  t h e  a c t  of a t t empt ing  t o  bury weapons o r  t o  p u t  
them i n  a tunnel- -

Q- ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  My q u e s t i o n  was, i f  t h i s  had 
been d i s c u s s e d  a t  t h e s e  meet ings ,  i f  t h i s  caused any a larm 
o r  any s u s p i c i o n  w i t h i n  t h e  command, p a r t i c u l a r l y  w i t h i n  
your S2 s e c t i o n ,  concerning what a c t u a l l y  d i d  t r a n s p i r e ?  

A. On t h i s  occas ion ,  s i r ,  my s u s p i c i o n s  were ve ry  
small. On t h e  day t h a t  w e  went o u t  t o  t h e  f i e l d  I had 
none and f o r  t h e  months ensu ing ,  i n  s p i t e  of  t h e s e  s ta t i s t ics ,  
they  were n o t  t h a t  much o u t  of  l i n e  w i t h  ones we've had,  
e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  ones  used i n  terms of how t h e  o p e r a t i o n  
w a s  exp la ined  a s  having happened. I w a s  d i squ ie t ed - -

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  When d i d  you f i r s t  h e a r  of t h e  
20 noncombatants KIA? 

A. That  w a s  on t h e  day t h a t  w e  went o u t  t o  s e e  
Capta in  MEDINA. I t  was n o t  K I A ,  sir. The term used was 
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h i t ,  n o t  KIA.  Th is  i s  t o  me inc luded  i n  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  
p r e p a r a t i o n ,  any f i r e  by gunship.  People t h a t  had g o t t e n  
i n t o  t h e  l i n e  of  f i r e  unbeknownst t o  t h e  t r o o p s  who w e r e  
involved w i t h  f i g h t i n g  t h i s  enemy b a t t a l i o n  t h a t  t hey  were 
i n  c o n t a c t  w i t h  o r  o s t e n s i b l y  i n  c o n t a c t  w i th .  I t  d i d n ' t  
seem imposs ib le  t o  me t h a t  t h e s e  20  people  had been h i t .  
I t  could have happened e a s i l y  because of  t h e  huge g l u t  
of people  a t t e n d i n g  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  who suddenly s t a r t  
running i n  a l l  d i r e c t i o n s .  This  i s  one of t h e  problems 
w e  have i n - t h e  a r e a .  When people  s t a r t  running  a t  a 
d i s t a n c e ,  f i r s t  of  a l l ,  you have t o  make a de t e rmina t ion  
whether t hey  are VC o r  n o t ,  which i s n ' t  t o o  ea sy  a t  a 
d i s t a n c e ,  e s p e c i a l l y  when some of them a r e  VC and some. 
of them a r e  n o t .  I know t h a t  e v e r y  s o l d i e r  o u t  t h e r e  
w i th  h i s  weapon had t o  make many, many t imes  a judgment 
by himself  a s  t o  whether  t h a t  person  o u t  t h e r e  c r o s s i n g  
t h a t  f i e l d  w a s  a VC o r  was n o t ,  and he made t h a t  de t e rmina t ion  
by h imse l f .  

Q. A r e  you f a m i l i a r  w i t h  Colonel  HENDERSON'S r e p o r t  
of i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of  24  A p r i l ?  

A. I have been shown t h a t  today ,  sir.  I d o n ' t  
recall  hav ing  seen  it p r i o r  t o  t h i s .  I know t h a t  he t o l d  
me t h a t  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was be ing  conducted. I thought  it 
was be ing  conducted by d i v i s i o n  i n i t i a l l y .  I know t h a t  he 
was involved  i n  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and t h a t  he t o l d  m e  he 
had d i s c u s s e d  t h i s  m a t t e r  w i t h  prov ince  and d i s t r i c t  
o f f i c i a l s ,  and I though t ,  a t  t h e  t i m e ,  t h a t  he had done 
t h i s  i n  con junc t ion  w i t h  t h e  people  from t h e  d i v i s i o n .  
I s t i l l ,  up t o  t h i s  day,  do n o t  know t h a t  t h e r e  was no one 
from t h e  d i v i s i o n  w i t h  him on t h a t .  By r ead ing  t h i s  and 
by what I have been r ead ing  i n  t h e  papers  l a t e l y ,  it appea r s  
t h a t  t h e  d i r e c t i v e  tn mzke t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was made on 
h i g h e r  l e v e l ,  b u t  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  conduc t ing  t h e  
e n t i r e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  r e s t e d  w i t h  t h e  b r igade .  I never  
r e a l i z e d  t h a t  u n t i l  ve ry  r e c e n t l y .  

Q. You a r e  s ay ing  t h a t  you never  saw t h i s  p i e c e  
of paper  b e f o r e  when you w e r e  i n  t h e  America1 ~ i v i s i o n ?  

A. NO,  s ir ,  no. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  having e v e r  
s een  it. 

Q a  
 Did Colonel  HENDERSON l e a v e  i n  your s a f e  i n  t h e  
52 s e c t i o n  s e c u r i t y  area, an envelope w i t h  p e r s o n a l  markings 
on i t ?  
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A. H e  d i d  t h i s  a number of  t i m e s ,  sir.  Sometimes 

t hey  w e r e - - I  d o n ' t  know what was i n  some of them. He would 

j u s t  g i v e  m e  t h i n g s  t h a t  w e r e  s e a l e d  and s a y ,  " I  want you 

t o  ho ld  t h i s  f o r  m e  u n t i l  I c a l l  f o r  i t , "  and when he would 

call f o r  it I would g i v e  him back h i s  envelope.  


9- D o  you r e c a l l  whether t h i s  w a s  around t h i s  t i m e  

pe r iod?  


A. I have a r e c o l l e c t i o n  t h a t  he d i d  have such 

material i n  o u r  s a f e  a t  t h i s  pe r iod .  I t h i n k  about  t h i s ,  

y e s ,  sir. 


Q- But it was' never  c a l l e d  t o  your a t t e n t i o n  a t  any 
t ime--the 20  which you had heard  o r  which you had assumed 
w e r e  e i t h e r  k i l l e d  o r  wounded t h a t  w e r e  r e p o r t e d  as 
,noncombatant c a s u a l t i e s ?  

A. T h a t ' s  r i g h t  s i r ,  and w e  had a s t e a d y  s t ream of  
noncombatant c a s u a l t i e s  i n t o  o u r  h o s p i t a l .  I would say  
t h a t  it would be an unusual  day when wen d i d n ' t  have somebody 
r e p o r t  in--a noncombatant who had been h u r t .  Some of them 
walked i n  themselves  and some were brought  i n  by Vietnamese 
who c a r r i e d  them i n ,  and w e  wouldn ' t  know when and where t h e y  
had been h i t  o r  by whom. Some would t e l l  us t h a t  t h e y  had 
been h i t  i n  an  o p e r a t i o n  w e  were conduct ing a t  t h e  t ime ,  and 
.sometimes o u r  	t r oops .wou ld  go i n t o  an a r e a  where t hey  had an 
o p e r a t i o n  and would f i n d  t h e s e  people  and would evacua te  
them, and t h e y  came i n  by a l l  manners and means, and w e  had a 
ve ry  l a r g e  ward i n  ou r  l i t t l e  h o s p i t a l  t h e r e  i n  t h e  
b r i g a d e  which w a s  a s t r i c t l y  Vietnamese ward. It ve ry  o f t e n  
w a s  j u s t  as f u l l  o r  more f u l l  t h a n  ou r  G I  wards. 

. . 

Q. Fo r  my sake  now I would l i k e  f o r  you t o  r e p e a t  any 
a d d i t i o n a l  i n fo rma t ion  you may have ob ta ined  from v a r i o u s  
sou rces  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t ,  from Quang Ngai 
Province ,  from t h e  v i l l a g e  c h i e f ,  hamlet  c h i e f ,  any o t h e r  
source  which may have p o i n t e d  t o  something unusua l  t h a t  
happened i n  M y  L a i  ( 4 )  on o r  about  16 March 1968. 

A. While you were a b s e n t ,  s ir ,  I r e l a t e d  t o  M r .  WEST 
t h a t  approximately  a month a f t e r  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  I r ead  an 
i n t e l l i g e n c e  r e p o r t  which had c ros sed  my desk.  I r ece ived  
many of t h e s e  r e p o r t s  d a i l y ,  sometimes perhaps  a couple  
hundred a day which covered t h e  e n t i r e  a r e a ,  b u t ' t h i s  one 
s t o o d  o u t  i n  my memory. I t  a l l e g e d  t h a t  t h e  VC--this 
r e p o r t  came through  from Vietnamese sou rces  a s  d i d  a l l  t h e s e  
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r e p o r t s ,  was made up i n  Vietnamese by an agent  o r  someone 
who knew something abou t  t h e  a r e a ,  passed through Vietnamese 
channe ls ,  t r a n s l a t e d  i n t o  Eng l i sh ,  reproduced i n  Quang Ngai 
i n  some of t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  o f f i c e s  t h a t  were j o i n t l y  
ope ra t ed  up t h e r e ,  and then  passed  o u t  i n  American channe ls ,  
where we r e c e i v e d  them i n t e l l i g e n c e - w i s e .  This  r e p o r t  w a s  
d i f f e r e n t  t h a n  what I w a s  used t o  g e t t i n g ,  and it a l l e g e d  o r  
s t a t e d  t h e  VC i n  t h e  Son My a r e a ,  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t ,  were 
t e l l i n g  t h e  populace ,  t h e  people  t h e r e a b o u t s ,  t h a t  Americans 
had wantonly s l a i n ,  murdered, o r  what have you. The f i g u r e s  
I r ead  were between 4 0 0  and some odd and 500 and some odd 
c i v i l i a n s .  I recognized  it a s  be ing  i n  t h e  same a r e a  t h a t  
we had gone o u t  t o .  I r e c a l l e d  my conve r sa t ion  wi th  t h e  
b r igade  commander and t h e  company commander's conve r sa t ion .  
I matched them up. I thought  about  a l l  o f  ou r  p rev ious  
o p e r a t i o n s ,  and I in t ended  t o  d i s c o u n t  t h e  t h i n g  a s  s h e e r  
propaganda, b u t  it was d i f f e r e n t ,  s o  I showed it t o  t h e  
b r igade  commander. I s a i d ,  " S i r ,  I t h i n k  you ought t o  t a k e  
a look a t  t h i s  one,  it i s  a l l e g i n g  t h a t  we k i l l e d  a l o t  o f  
people ,  noncombatants." He s a i d ,  "Yes, d i v i s i o n  headqua r t e r s  
is  aware of  t h i s ,  and an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i s  be ing  conducted,"  
o r  "has been conducted,"  I ' m  n o t  e x a c t l y  s u r e  how he phrased 
t h a t .  I r e c e i v e d  ano the r  r e p o r t  about  t h e  same t ime n o t  t o o  
many days away, and t h i s  one s t a t e d  i n  subs tance  t h a t  t h e  
V i e t  Cong s o l d i e r s  o f  t h e  48th B a t t a l i o n  o r  of t h e  g e n e r a l  
a r e a  were wear ing r e d  arm bands on which was emblazoned t h e  
s logan ,  " r e s o l v e d , "  o r  "determined,"  o r  "avowed," o r  what have 
you, " t o  avenge t h e  a t r o c i t y  a t  Son My," o r  words t o  t h a t  e f f e c t ,  
and t h i s  a g a i n  caused m e  t o  show t h e  r e p o r t  t o  t h e  b r igade  
commander, c a l l  it t o  h i s  a t t e n t i o n ,  and i n d i c a t e  t o  him t h a t  
t h e  enemy was a g a i n  r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h i s  i n c i d e n t .  My b e s t  
r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  t h e r e  were a t  l e a s t  one o r  perhaps  more of t h e  
same r e p o r t s  w i t h i n  t h i s  same t ime frame, perhaps ,  o r  2 
weeks d u r i n g  t h e  month o f  A p r i l .  T h a t ' s  a s  c l o s e  a s  I can come. 
The b r igade  ccmn-tander knew t h a t  I w a s  i n t e r e s t e d  because I 
w a s  b r i n g i n g  him t h e s e  r e p o r t s  and i n  a  subsequent  d i s c u s s i o n  
concerning t h i s  i n c i d e n t ,  he r e l a t e d  t o  m e  t h a t  t h e  c i v i l i a n  
a u t h o r i t i e s ,  Vietnamese a u t h o r i t i e s ,  had been consu l t ed  on 
t h i s  and had been asked t o  determine t h e  f a c t s  i n  t h e  c a s e ,  
and t h e i r  r e p l y  had been--and I ' m  speak ing  p r i m a r i l y  of  t h e  
d i s t r i c t  ch i e f - - I  spoke of  t h e  d i s t r i c t  chief--and he 
s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  no subs t ance  t o  t h e  r e p o r t ,  t h a t  t h i s  
was a  V i e t  Cong propaganda t r i c k  t o  t r y  t o  g e t  t h e  suppor t  o f  
t h e  populace.  There w a s  no subs t ance  t o  t h e  r e p o r t  a s i d e  
from t h e  f a c t  t h a t  w e  had k i l l e d  a l o t  of VC i n  t h e  a r e a  
and perhaps  t h e y  were t r y i n g  t o  r e c h a r a c t e r i z e  them as 
noncombatants, o r  perhaps  t h e  few people  t h a t  had been k i l l e d  
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unavoidably o r  h u r t  were being blown up i n t o  something way 
o u t  of propor t ion  i n  an e f f o r t  t o  g e t  propaganda value o u t  
of t h e  th ing .  I accepted t h a t .  I never went any f u r t h e r .  

Q You say t h a t  t h e r e  were s e v e r a l  r e p o r t s  of  t h i s  
kind? Did you ever  see  a r e p o r t  which came from t h e  v i l l a g e  
chief  t o  t h e  d i s t r i c t  ch ief  concerning t h e  k i l l i n g  of 
noncombatants i n  My Lai v i l l a g e ?  

A. No s i r ,  I d id  no t .  I do n o t  know whether I would 
have seen a r e p o r t  of t h a t  type .  I f  t h e  br igade commander 
had received a  r e p o r t  l i k e  t h a t  he might have mentioned it 
t o  me o r  t o l d  me about i t ,  but  I d i d  n o t  hea r  of such a 
r e p o r t .  

Q - Who c o n t r o l l e d  t h e  l i a i s o n  a t  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  
Headquarters ? 

A .  We had a man from t h e  b a t t a l i o n  a t  LZ Dot t i e  go 
over  t h e r e  and s t a y  t h e r e  a good p a r t  of t h e  time. The S2  
of t h e  b a t t a l i o n  went t h e r e  and made q u i t e  a b i t  of l i a i s o n .  
The S2 was i n  t h e  h a b i t  of going over  t h e r e  on a d a i l y  b a s i s  
t o  g e t  t h e  l a t e s t  information.  There i s ,  of course ,  i n  a l l  
d i s t r i c t s  an Arnsrican element t h e r e  and an American o f f i c e r  
who is t h e  d i s t r i c t  advisor .  He was normally consul ted  on a 
d a i l y  b a s i s  and v i s i t e d  LZ Dot t i e  q u i t e  o f t e n .  This I know 
from hearsay r a t h e r  than having been up t h e r e  because I 
never d i d  meet t h e  gentleman myself t o  my knowledge. 

Q- Son Tinh? 

A. I never went i n t o  Son T i n .  D i s t r i c t  Headquarters. 

Q Did you meet t h e  U . S .  province adv i so r  a t  Quang 
Ngai ? 

A. I spoke a number of t imes with t h e  G2 adv i so r ,  
a Major EARLE, b u t  t h e  commander up t h e r e ,  a l i e u t e n a n t  
co lone l ,  I t h i n k  I met s o c i a l l y  a t  some a f f a i r s  we had. I n  
t h e  business  sense ,  when we went up t o  be b r i e f e d  a t  province 
headquarters  I would s p l i t  o f f  and g e t  with t h e  G2 elements 
and not  t a l k  with t h e  advisor  h imsel f .  

Q. Was M r .  MAY, t h e  province s e n i o r  adv i so r  t h e r e  
a t  t h a t  time? 

A. I remember M r .  1W's name. He was i n  a very high 

(BLACKLEDGE) 45 ' APP T-4 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



E ' L ~OFFILIL-A ubfi ONLY 

p o s i t i o n .  I ' m  n o t  s u r e  he was t h e  advisor .  He had a job 
corresponding t o  a c o l o n e l ' s  job. 

Q - Were you f a m i l i a r  with h i s  deputy? 

A. Colonel G U I N N  was h i s  l a s t  name? I met him. H e  
came down t o  br igade  headquarters  on s e v e r a l  occasions.  
Again only t o  t a l k  t o  i n  passing.  And we wouldn ' t  d i s c u s s  much 
except  i n  a genera l  sense--a comment t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t ,  "You 
should come up and see  Major EARLE, he might have something 
f o r  you, " and th ings  l i k e  t h a t .  

Q Referr ing  back t o  t h e  r e p o r t  of i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of 
24  Apr i l ,  it has appended t o  it a s ta tement .  I w i l l  ask you 
i f  you have seen t h i s  s ta tement  before.  

(I0 handed Exhibi t  R-1 t o  wi tness . )  

A. No s i r .  I saw t h e  s tatement  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  time 
today. 

Q I have h e r e  a  document from F i r s t  Lieutenant  TAN, 
t h e  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  Chief ,  t o  t h e  Quang Ngai Province Chief ,  
dated 28 March 1968, both i n  i t s  o r i g i n a l  form and a t r ans - .i. 

l a t i o n  i n t o  English.  I would l i k e  t o  have t h i s  evidence 
en te red  i n t o  t h e  record and made i n t o  an e x h i b i t .  

RCDR: This document i s  en te red  i n t o  t h e  record  and 
marked a s  Miscellaneous Document M-5. 

I0: I w i l l  show you t h i s  document i n  English and ask 
you i f  you have eve r  seen t h i s .  

(10 hand-ed t h e  document t o  t h e  wi tness . )  

A. No, s ir ,  I never saw t h i s  before .  

Q Let  t h e  record  s o  s t a t e .  You i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  you
had a genera l  knowledge o r  suspected t h a t  some kind of 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was going on--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  Yes sir. 

Q You have previous ly  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  you a r e  no t  
f a m i l i a r  with t h e  r e p o r t  of t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  which has been 
submitted by Colonel HENDERSON on 2 4  Apr i l .  

A. Yes, sir. 
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Q Subsequent t o  t h a t  t i m e ,  were you cognizan t  of t h e  
f a c t  t h a t  a n o t h e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was on t h e  way? 

A. No, sir.  I n  A p r i l  o r  t h e r e a b o u t s  when t h e  b r igade  
commander t o l d  m e  t h a t  t h i s  had been t h e  outcome of  an 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  t h a t  t h e  r e p o r t  was g r e a t l y  u n s u b s t a n t i a t e d  
and appeared t o  be  VC propaganda accord ing  t o  t h e  Vietnamese 
who had been asked t o  check t h i s  out- - I  hea rd  no more about 
it. I knew no th ing  about  any a d d i t i o n a l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  about  
anybody 

Q You w e r e  never  i n t e r r o g a t e d ?  

A. No, sir.  

Q- Never asked t o  make a sworn s t a t emen t?  

A. No, sir. 

Q. Did you e v e r  s e e  a d i r e c t i v e  e i t h e r  i n  telecom-
municat ion fox.ai o r  i n  l e t t e r  form t o  t h e  b r i g a d e ,  s p e c i f i c a l l y  
r e q u e s t i n g  t h e  b r i g a d e  commander t o  conduct  an o f f i c i a l  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A. No, s i r ,  I d i d  no t .  

Q* I would l i k e  t o  s e e  t h e  e x h i b i t  copy of  MACV 
D i r e c t i v e  20-4 .  (Recorder handed E x h i b i t  D - 1  t o  t h e  10.) 
This  is MACV D i r e c t i v e  20 -4 ,  d a t e d  27 A p r i l  1967. The 
s u b j e c t  i s  " I n s p e c t i o n s  and I n v e s t i g a t i o n s :  War Crimes." 
I ask you i f  you s a w  t h i s  when you were i n  t h e  b r igade  a s  
t h e  S2, o r  whether  you have seen  t h i s  i n  any form? 

(I0 handed t h e  document t o  t h e  w i t n e s s . )  

We w i l l  t a k e  a s h o r t  recess wh i l e  Colonel  
BLACKLEDGE looks  a t  t h e  document. 

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  1735 hour s ,  3 December 
1969. ) 

(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1758 h o u r s ,  
3 December 1969. ) 

I 0  : The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR: A l l  pe r sons  who were p r e s e n t  when t h e  hear ing  
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recessed a r e  again p resen t .  

A: Yes, s i r ,  it was an i n t e g r a l  p a r t  of my duty t o  
insu re  t h a t  people t h a t  we were handl ing,  people who were 
de ta inees  o r  suspects  o r  what have you, t h a t  we d i d  n o t  
m i s t r e a t  them. We d id  t h i s  f o r  a  number of purposes.  Number 
one, t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  obta ined  was much b e t t e r  when you 
t r e a t e d  people proper ly  and two, it was a g a i n s t  t h e  laws of 
war£ a r e  t o  m i s t r e a t  p r i soners .  

I0 : My ques t ion  i s ,  have you seen t h i s  document? 

A. Y e s ,  sir.  I ' m  p r e t t y  su re  t h a t  I have, i f  n o t  
t h i s  one, one j u s t  l i k e  it. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  it being  done 
i n  t h i s  form. I th ink  I ' v e  seen one j u s t  l i k e  it, b u t  it 
was p r i n t e d  up. 

Q. This  i s  a copy of  t h e  d i r e c t i v e  publ i shed  i n  MACV 
and s e n t  t o  us by e l e c t r o n i c  means (Exhibi t  D-1)  . 
A. I ' v e  seen  a  small  form published by MACV a  number 
of t imes.  I had it i n  my f i l e s .  

Q- Were a l l  of t h e  t roops  of t h e  br igade i n d o c t r i n a t e d  
i n  prevent ing war cr imes,  t h e  prevent ing  of h o s t i l e  a c t s  
a g a i n s t  noncombatants, proper  t r e a t ~ n t  of PW 's  and t h e  l i k e ?  

A. Yes, sir. I f e e l  i f  they l i s t e n e d  t o  what they  
were t o l d  by t h e i r  l eader s  they  had t o  be i n d o c t r i n a t e d  
because we went over  t h i s  s e v e r a l  t imes on a  weekly b a s i s ,  
and it was a con t inua l  th ing .  We had t o  t a l k  about it, and 
our t roops would always know t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  between t a k i n g  
combat ac t ion  a g a i n s t  VC and t a k i n g  combat a c t i o n  a g a i n s t  
people who were n o t  combatants. If a  man wd:: shoot ing  a t  you 
it was c e r t a i n l y  a l l  r i g h t  t o  shoot  back a t  him. I f  people 
were peaceful  and d i d n ' t  appear t o  be mil i tary-aged males 
o r  equiva lent  females t h a t  were i n  t h e  a c t  of shoot ing a t  
you, they were t o  be t r e a t e d  as c i v i l i a n s  and n o t  
mis t r ea ted ,  and t h i s  was t h e  b a s i s  on which we e n t e r e d  a l l  
of our  combat ac t ion  with one p o s s i b l e  except ion ,  and I 
r e f e r r e d  t o  it a few ins tances  where a  p r i s o n e r  was brought 
i n  t h a t  looked as  though he had been manhandled more than  
he needed t o  be before being turned  over t o  us. And when- 
ever  t h i s  happened we immediately went back t o  b a t t a l i o n ,  
made them aware of t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  t roops  were g e t t i n g  
overly rough and they b e t t e r  t a l k  t o  them again and t e l l  
them again and t r y  t o  keep them from m i s t r e a t i n g  p r i s o n e r s ,  
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because number one,  it was t o  our  own advantage. You 
cou ldn ' t  d e a l  wi th  a man who had been mis t rea ted  and 
get  t h e  information t h a t  you needed, and number two, 
they were i n  v i o l a t i o n  of t h e  r e g u l a t i o n  and t h e  law. 

Q- I w i l l  c a l l  your a t t e n t i o n  s p e c i f i c a l l y  t o  
paragraph 5a. 

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q- You w i l l  no te  i n  t h e  second sentence where it 
says ,  "Personnel performing i n v e s t i g a t i v e  i n t e l l i g e n c e ,  
p o l i c e ,  .photographic,  graves r e g i s t r a t i o n  , and medical 
func t ions ,  a s  we l l  as  those  i n  con tac t  wi th  t h e  enemy w i l l  
i n  t h e  normal course of t h e i r  d u t i e s  make every e f f o r t  t o  
d e t e c t  t h e  commission of war crimes and w i l l  r e p o r t  t h i s  
e s s e n t i a l  f a c t  t o  t h e i r  commanding o f f i c e r s . "  

A *  Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q- Werz such i n s t r u c t i o n s  i s sued  .to t h e s e  types of 
ind iv idua l s  and u n i t s  o t h e r  than  those  who were i n  t h e  
combat u n i t s ?  

A. Yes, sir ,  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  were un ive r sa l .  They 
were put  o u t  very o f t e n  a t  br igade s t a f f  meetings a t  which 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of a l l  u n i t s  were p resen t .  We would have a 
whole room f u l l  of people which included a l l  o f  our  s t a f f  
funct ions  and s o  on. I t  included our  a v i a t o r s  and a l l  t h a t  
s o r t .  

Q- A t  any t ime, during t h e  time t h a t  you were with 
t h e  b r igade ,  subsequent t o  t h e  16th of March, d i d  you ever  
have a susp ic ion  t h a t  an a t r o c i t y  had taken p l a c e ,  o r  t h a t  
t h e r e  was some kind  of coverup going on wi th in  e i t h e r  t h e  
br igade  o r  any element of t h e  br igade?  

A. N o ,  s i r ,  I had no susp ic ion ,  I c e r t a i n l y  was a 
l i t t l e  per turbed  when t h e  i n i t i a l  r e p o r t s  came across  my 
desk, t o  t h e  p o i n t  t h a t  I f e l t  t h a t  t h e  br igade  commander 
should know about it, and I showed them t o  him, b u t  when h e  
t o l d  me t h a t  d i v i s i o n  was conducting t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and 
when he subsequent ly t o l d  me t h a t  t h e  r e s u l t s  were a s  I 
r e l a t e d  it t o  you, t h e  f a c t  t h a t  it was nothing more than 
VC propaganda, my d i s q u i e t  w a s  a l layed .  I then f e l t  t h a t  
t h e  t h i n g  had been checked o u t  and determined t o  be j u s t  
what he s a i d  it was--propaganda. 
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Q. Had you e v e r  discussed t h i s  ma t t e r  with t h e  

d i v i s i o n  G2? 


A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  Colonel TREXLER was t h e  d i v i s i o n  
G 2  a t  t h i s  t ime,  and he i s  r i g h t  here  i n  t h e  bu i ld ing .  He 
may have a  b e t t e r  r e c o l l e c t i o n  than I do about it. I d o n ' t  
remember i f  we d id  t a l k  i n  terms of a l l  t h e s e  i n c i d e n t s  and 
i n  terms of t h i s  r e g u l a t i o n  and t h e  requirement upon us a l l  
t o  make su re  de ta inees  were t r e a t e d  properly because i f  w e  
mistreated.  them a t  our  l e v e l  then it was d i f f i c u l t  f o r  him 
t o  do h i s  job a t  h i s  l e v e l .  So we had t h e  same requirement 
on us t o  t r e a t  t h e s e  de ta inees  decent ly and hope t h a t  i n  
r e t u r n  we could g e t  some s o r t  of cooperat ion from them-. 

Q =  The p ieces  of information t h a t  came t o  you which 
you subsequently passed t o  t h e  br igade commander concerning 
t h e  VC propaganda and VC a c t i v i t i e s  which poin ted  back 
towards My Lai  ( 4 )  , were copies  of t h e s e  documents forwarded 
t o  d i v i s i o n  G2? 

A. I d o n ' t  be l i eve  they were, because it w a s  normal 
f o r  t h i s  d i s t r i b u t i o n  t o  go t o  d i v i s i o n  as we l l  a s  t o  
br igade ,  and when t h e  br igade commander informed me t h a t  
d i v i s i o n  was a l ready aware of i t ,  it only confirmed what I 
had already thought was t h e  case ,  t h a t  they had received 
t h e i r  d i s t r i b u t i o n  j u s t  a s  I had rece ived  mine and were 
concerned and were looking i n t o  t h e  mat ter .  These th ings  
were produced i n  Quang Ngai i n  very l a r g e  q u a n t i t i e s  and 
copies were s e n t  t o  a l l  t h e  d i s t r i c t  headquarters  and sub- 
s e c t o r s ,  t o  both Vietnamese s e c t o r s ,  i n  Vietnamese, and t o  a l l  
i n t e r e s t e d  American agencies ,  and t h i s  included a  number of  
i n t e l l i g e n c e  agencies such as t h e  CIA opera t ions  i n  Quang 
Ngai City.  

Q. Normally then ,  i f  I i n t e r p r e t  what you a r e  saying  
c o r r e c t l y ,  t h a t  i n t e l l i g e n c e  which was produced a t  t h e  Quang 
Ngai Province Headquarters you received a copy of it and a t  
t h e  same time a copy was s e n t  t o  t h e  America1 Divis ion? 

A. There was a l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r  from t h e  America1 
~ i v i s i o n  who s tayed i n  Quang Ngai and made pickups of 
t h i s  on a r e g u l a r  d a i l y  b a s i s ,  and c a r r i e d  it back t o  t h e  

' 

d i v i s i o n  j u s t  a s  we had a l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r  who picked it 
up and brought it back t o  us .  They were n o t  a l l  produced 
i n  t h e  same s p o t .  The i n t e l l i g e n c e  agency produced t h e s e  
and it w a s  t h e  duty of t h e  l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r  t o  v i s i t  t h e s e  
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p l a c e s  d a i l y ,  p i c k  up t h i s  d i s t r i b u t i o n ,  and see t h a t  it g o t  
back t o ,  i n  t h e  ca se  of t h e  d i v i s i o n  l i a i s o n ,  t o  t h e  G2, 
i n  t h e  c a s e  of o u r  l i a i s o n ,  t o  m e .  The l i a i s o n  Fad o t h e r  
d u t i e s  a s  w e l l  as i n t e l l i g e n c e ,  b u t  t h i s  w a s  one of t h e i r  
d u t i e s .  

I 0  : W e  w i l l  t a k e  a s h o r t  r e c e s s .  

(The h e a r i n g  r eces sed  a t  1809 hour s ,  3 December 
1969.) 

(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1811 hours  3 December 
1969.) 

I0 : The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR : A l l  pe rsons  who w e r e  p r e s e n t  when t h e  h e a r i n g  
r e c e s s e d  are aga in  p r e s e n t .  

MR WEST: Do you know when t h e  TF Barker  disbanded? 

A .  I have t o  t h i n k  about  t h a t  f o r  a moment, s ir .  I 
would s a y ,  t o  my e s t i m a t i o n  probably sometime i n  A p r i l  o r  
e a r l y  May. I t h i n k  it w a s  i n  A p r i l .  It appears  t o  m e  t ha t - -
because I l e f t  t o  go on R & R - - i t  was about  t h e  middle of  
May a t  t h a t  t i m e .  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  he  w a s  on h i s  way back 
o r  had a l r e a d y  gone back t o  t h e  4 / 3  which was l o c a t e d  i n  
the same g e n e r a l  a r e a  which had p r e v i o u s l y  been occupied 
by t h e  4/3  and TF Barker .  S ince  t h a t  happened i n  May and 
I know t h a t  he s p e n t  s e v e r a l  weeks a t  b r i g a d e  a s  t h e  b r igade  
e x e c u t i v e  o f f i c e r  p r i o r  t o  t h a t  t i m e ,  I f e e l  t h a t  t h e  g e n e r a l  
t i m e  frame--he came back and t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  w a s  disbanded i n ,  
I t h i n k ,  A p r i l .  

Q Do you know why it w a s  disbanded? 

A.  No, sir ,  I am n o t  completely cogn izan t  o f  t h e  
t a c t i c a l  reasons  t h e r e f o r .  I b e l i e v e  as a m a t t e r  of  conserva-
t i o n ,  conse rva t ion  of personne l .  I t  appears  t o  m e  t h a t  t h e  
1/20 had t o  go n o r t h  about  t h a t  t i m e  t o  Que Son Va l l ey ,  and 
w e  were q u i t e  t h i n  throughout  t h e  b r i g a d e ,  and w e  b e l i e v e  
t h i s  w a s  a m a t t e r  of r e s h u f f l i n g  f o r c e  t o  g e t  more people  
i n t o  o u r  second AO. 

Q. Okay, thank you. Who w a s  t h e  b r igade  l i a i s o n  
o f f i c e r ?  
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A .  A t  t h a t  t ime I b e l i e v e  t h a t  it was F i r s t  L ieutenant  
MARTIN.  I d o n ' t  r e c o l l e c t  h i s  f i r s t  name, b u t  it should be 
l i s t e d  on t h e  d i v i s i o n  r o s t e r  which I provided t o  t h e  
i n v e s t i g a t o r  he re  about a  month o r  s o  ago. 

COL WILSON: Divis ion o r  b r i g a d e ~ r o s t e r ?  

A. Divis ion  r o s t e r .  My name i s  on t h e  f r o n t  of t h e  
r o s t e r .  

MR WEST: Do you know t h e  U.S. Advisor t o  t h e  2d ARVN 
Divis ion a t  t h a t  t ime? 

A. I would probably recognize h i s  name i f  I heard 
it, but  t h e r e  again ,  I was dea l ing  i n  t h e  G 2  channel and Major 
EARLE was t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  I d e a l t  with.  

Q- Did you ever  keep any records of t h e  s t a f f  
meetings? 

A. I b e l i e v e  we kept  a  p a r t i a l  one,  bu t  it was no t  
minutes of t h e  meeting. A l o t  of information which was p u t  
ou t  a t  t h e  s t a f f  meeting was subsequently p laced  i n t o  t h e  
r e p o r t .  My r e p o r t s  a t  t h e  d a i l y  s t a f f  meetings,  i n t e l l i g e n c e ,  
was normally f u r t h e r  incorpora ted  i n t o  a  br igade  i n t e l l i g e n c e  
summary and forwarded t o  h igher  headquarters .  A s  f a r  a s  
i n j u n c t i o n s  by t h e  commander and t h a t  s o r t  of t h i n g ,  no, I 
d o n ' t  t h i n k  we kep t  such records .  I have no knowledge of 
it i f  we d id .  I ' m  s u r e  I would have had knowledge, because 
it would have requ i red  someone with a t ape  recorde r  o r  a 
t r a n s c r i b e r .  We d i d n ' t  have t h a t .  

Q- Did you b r i e f  TF Barker p r i o r  t o  t h i s  opera t ion?  

A. Yes, I ' m  s u r e  t h a t  I d id .  A s  I say ,  it was a 
d a i l y  th ing .  I was i n  con tac t  with t h e i r  G 2  and it was an 
everyday--

Q- ( In te rpos ing)  L e t  me rephrase t h e  ques t ion .  Did 
you b r i e f  TF Barker commanders and s t a f f  t h e  day before  t h e  
opera t ion ,  on i n t e l l i g e n c e ?  

A.  No. I ' d  b e t t e r  t a k e  t h a t  back. There were 
occasions when commanders were c a l l e d  back t o  br igade and 
received these  s p e c i a l  b r i e f i n g s  from me p r i o r  t o  opera t ions .  
I n  t h i s  case I j u s t  d o n ' t  r e c a l l  whether I gave one o r  not .  
There again t h e r e  were s o  many of them t h a t  I would say it w a s  
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more usua l  than  unusual f o r  us t o  do t h a t .  I f  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  
was going t o  engage i n  an opera t ion ,  t h e i r  commanders, b e t t e r  
than  50 pe rcen t  of t h e  t ime, were c a l l e d  i n  and we gave 
them a s  much i n t e l l i g e n c e  a s  we had a t  t h e  t ime. Because TF 
Barker was a l i t t l e  more d i s t a n t  it i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  I b r i e f e d  
t h e i r  S2 and he gave t h e  b r i e f i n g .  

Q =  You have mentioned t h a t  psychological  ope ra t ions  
prepared t h e s e  people f o r  such requirements a s  n o t  t o  run 
from U.S. fo rces .  What do you base t h a t  s ta tement  on? 

A .  I j u s t  base it on my knowledge of what we d i d  
i n  t h e  area .  W e  had many, many cases  where t h e  VC were 
a t tempt ing  t o  g e t  r i g h t  i n  t h e  middle of the  c i v i l i a n s ,  
and we saw t h i s  i n  h e l i c o p t e r s  and t h e  a i r  would r e p o r t  
t h i s :  " I  s e e  them running i n  t h e  middle of t h e  c i v i l i a n s . "  
And our  t roops  wanted t o  s e p a r a t e  one from t h e  o t h e r ,  so  we 
attempted t o  g e t  t h e s e  c i v i l i a n s  t o  n o t  run,  t o l d  them, 
"don ' t  runw--

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  How d i d  you t e l l  them? 

A. I d i d n ' t ,  bu t  t h i s  was done through t h e  S5 
channels.  He d i d  it through t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f .  Went up i n  
t h e  a i r  i n  a  h e l i c o p t e r  and made a  broadcast .  That was one 
way, and another  way l e a f l e t s  were dropped, p o s t e r s  were 
p laced ,  anyway t h a t  he could th ink  of t o  put  o u t  t h e  
information t o  t h e  populace. Whenever we had county f a i r s - -  
when t h e  people would ga the r  t o g e t h e r ,  g ive  them food, 
medical c a r e ,  t a l k  t o  them, and g ive  them pep t a l k s  about 
t h e  government and s o  on--this would be one of t h e  f a c t o r s  
t h a t  would be p u t  i n  t h e r e  again by t h e  d i s t r i c t  ch ief  and 
t h e  Vietnamese. 

Q- How do you say h a l t  i n  Vietnamese? 

A. I b e l i e v e  we t r a i n e d  them t o  say ,  "dung l a i "  o r  
something. 

Q. Did t h e  t roops  i n  TF ~ a r k e rknow t h i s ?  

A .  This  i s  p r e t t y  common among t r o o p s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  
t h e  ones t h a t  a r e  o u t  t h e r e  doing t h e  shoot ing.  We had l i t t l e  
cards  t h a t  were passed o u t  t o  t roops  t h a t  had l i t t l e  phrases  
which inc luded t h i s .  There was another  way of saying h a l t  
i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  "dung l a i , "  b u t  I ' v e  f o r g o t  t h i s  now. 
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Q You say you had cards  t o  pass o u t  t o  t h e  t roops .
Were these  cards  based on t h e  r u l e s  of engagements a s  t o  
what t o  do i f  people r an  from them? Is t h a t  t h e  type  of 
card? '  

A. They a r e  very small  ca rds ,  and they  had th ings  
l i k e ,  h a l t ,  come he re ,  I need food, where d i d  t h e  enemy go--

Q. ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )  Language cards?  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q =  Do you have one of those cards? 

A. No, sir. 

COL MILLER: Ear ly  i n  your testimony you mentioned s e v e r a l  
i n t e l l i g e n c e  r e p o r t s  rece ived  concerning My Lai .  Two of 
them you say you brought t o  the  c o l o n e l ' s  a t t e n t i o n .  Then 
you say you know of a couple more. Do you know i f  a l l  of t h e  
ones you saw were brought t o  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  of t h e  colonel  o r  
j u s t  these  two? 

A. No s i r ,  I d o n ' t  have t h a t  much r e c o l l e c t i o n .  I t ' s  
a l i t t l e  hazy whether one more o r  two more. I j u s t  know t h a t  
i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  those two, my dim r e c o l l e c t i o n  i s  t h a t  t h e r e  
were f u r t h e r  reinforcements ,  and it may have been t o  recall 
t h i s  l e t t e r  you j u s t  showed me. This may have been one of 
them t h a t  I ' m  t h ink ing  about.  I n  o t h e r  words, another  p iece  
of information coming t o  me t h a t  some people were saying 
t h a t  t h i s  happened. 

I 0  : Who? 

A. You were no t  he re  when t h i s  l e t t e r  was shown t o  
me. I i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  I f e l t  t h a t  t h i s  was very s i m i l a r  t o  
a l e t t e r  which was c a r r i e d  t o  LZ Uptight one day by a young 
boy and g i r l  who had been given t h i s  l e t t e r  by someone 
down i n  t h e  hamlet below LZ Uptight  and t o l d  them t o  c a r r y  
it up t o  t h e  LZ. 

MR WEST: Let t h e  record  show t h a t  he i s  t a l k i n g  about 
i n c l o s u r e  2 t o  Exh ib i t  R-1 ,  Colonel HENDERSON'S r e p o r t .  

I0 : Are we r e f e r r i n g  here  t o  t h e  t r a n s l a t i o n  of t h e  
VC propaganda? 
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A. Yes, s ir .  The l e t t e r  t h a t  we rece ived  was w r i t t e n  
i n  English,  s o  t h a t  t h i s  could be understood by me as  I read 
it. I t  was w r i t t e n  very l a r g e  and c a r e f u l  l e t t e r i n g  a s  
Vietnamese tend  t o  w r i t e  English--schoolboy type English.  
I ' m  n o t  s u r e  t h a t  t h i s  i s  t h e  l e t t e r .  J u s t  t h a t  I f e e l  t h a t  
I might recognize some of t h e  same terminology i n  t h i s  l e t t e r  
t h a t  was brought up t o  t h e  LZ a s  I see  t h e r e .  There i s  enough 
of a s i m i l a r i t y  where I f e e l  t h a t  I have t o  mention t h a t  it 
might have been t h e  one I--

Q a  
 ( In te rpos ing)  Do you r e c a l l  who t h i s  l e t t e r  was 
from? Who it was addressed t o ?  

A. The word we had was t h a t  it was from a  boy and 
g i r l .  I g o t  it from t h e  U . S .  The people had passed t h i s  
t h i n g  back t o  us  where t h i s  boy and g i r l  had appeared 
a t  t h e  wire  and had passed t h e  l e t t e r  over  t h e  wire  t o  a 
U.S. s o l d i e r  who c a r r i e d  t h e  l e t t e r  back up t o  h i s  p la toon 
l eader .  The c h i l d r e n  had turned  and gone back down t h e  
h i l l  a f t e r  t e l l i n g  the  s o l d i e r  t h a t  sofieone down i n  t h e  
v i l l a g e  had given t h i s  t o  c a r r y  up t o  t h e  Americans on t h e  
h i l l .  

Q- Do you r e c a l l  who it was from? Was it from t h e  
v i l l a g e  ch ie f  of Son Tinh? Was it from t h e  people? Some 
p a r t i c u l a r  i n d i v i d u a l ?  Who was it addressed t o ?  

A. These, and we rece ived  o t h e r  such l e t t e r s  i n  t h e  
same fash ion  on o t h e r  days,  were normally addressed i n  an 
envelope o r  a cover which would say something l i k e ,  " t o  t h e  
American s o l d i e r . "  A l e t t e r  l i k e  t h i s  would be i n s i d e  a t  
t h e  bottom. Sometimes it would have a term such a s ,  "Free 
South Vietnam Libe ra t ion  Group." A term l i k e  t h a t  d i d n ' t  
r e a l l y  t e l l  you who was sending t h e  l e t t e r .  There were 
s e v e r a l  of them during t h e  time I was t h e r e  t h a t  were 
presented  t o  us i n  t h i s  fashion .  

Q. I take  it with t h i s  s p e c i f i c  one however t h a t  you 
d o n ' t  r e c a l l ?  

A. T h a t ' s  r i g h t ,  sir. Perhaps I s h o u l d n ' t  even t r y  
t o ' c o n n e c t  t h i s .  I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  it o u t  of my b r a i n .  I 
th ink  I recognize some s i m i l a r i t y  while  I have--

COL MILLER: ( In te rpos ing)  Was t h i s  t h e  o r i g i n a l  of t h e  
l e t t e r ?  
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A. It w a s  a l e t t e r  done on small  paper a l i t t l e  
b igger  than t h a t ,  done l i g h t  b lue  pen, I remember t h a t  a 
blue b a l l  point--a b lue  pen done w i t h  very c a r e f u l  l a r g e  
l e t t e r i n g .  

COL MILLER: I t  looked l i k e  an o r i g i n a l  then?  

MR WEST: It was a propaganda shee t?  

A. I t  was a l e t t e r .  I t  was j u s t  about t h a t  kind o f ,  
type of infprmation,  we could say--or say we rece ived  
something s i m i l a r  t o  t h i s  before  and s ince :  "U.S. s o l d i e r s ,  
why d o n ' t  you jo in  wi th  us t o  f u r t h e r  t h e  g r e a t  l i b e r a t i o n  
movement? This i s  n o t  your war. This i s  ~ o h n s o n ' swar."' 
And e t  c e t e r a  and e t  c e t e r a .  

COL WILSON: I r e a l i z e  t h a t  you d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any of t h i s .  
None of t h i s  i s  r e l a t e d  t o  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  i n c i d e n t ,  b u t  i n  
your testimony you d i d n ' t  know what use you made of t h i s  
l e t t e r .  What d i d  you normally do with a  l e t t e r  of t h i s  type? 

A. We would have forwarded it back t h r u  i n t e l l i g e n c e  
channels t o  d i v i s i o n ,  and they  would forward it i f  it had 
i n t e l l i g e n c e  value.  

COL MILLER: You mentioned t h a t  a company commander i n  t h e  
48th was severe ly  wounded and surrendered.  Do you r e c a l l  i f  
t h i s  occurred before  o r  a f t e r  t h e  My Lai i n c i d e n t ?  

A. I know t h a t  he w a s  taken on t h e  ground by TF 
Barker. I know r i g h t  about t h e  same time. Right now I 
could no longer  say. 

Q Do you know who might have debr ie fed  him? 

A. Captain KOTOUC, t h e  S2  of TF Barker. I t h i n k  
perhaps Major CALHOUN who i s  going t o  be coming he re  may 
remember h i m ,  because I ' m  s u r e  it was unusual t o  have a man 
t h a t  seve re ly  i n j u r e d  being c a r r i e d  about.  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  
he had t o  be kep t  t h e r e  on t h e  LZ overnight--at  l e a s t  one 
n i g h t ,  and t h e r e  were some ques t ion  a s  t o  whether he had t o  
be re turned  t o  t h e  h o s p i t a l  o r  whether they could giv'e him 
adequate medical c a r e  while  he was ou t  t h e r e  overnight .  

Q* He surrendered  a t  TF Barker? 

A. No. He sur rendered  t o  t h e  Vietnamese a u t h o r i t i e s ,  
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and t h e  on ly  way w e  knew about  him w a s  when an i n t e l l i g e n c e  
r e p o r t  was c i r c u l a t e d  around which t o l d  who he w a s  and who 
he  belonged t o .  W e  saw him when he had been wounded. 
W e  were a b l e  t o  l o c a t e  him i n  a h o s p i t a l .  W e  d i d  have people  
from t h e  M I  detachment,  I b e l i e v e  L ieu tenan t  JOHNSON was i n  
on t h i s ,  go t o  t h e  h o s p i t a l  and i n t e r r o g a t e  t h e  man, and 
based on t h e  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  of  what he s a i d  w e  asked him 
whether he would be w i l l i n g  t o  go o u t  and show u s .  A s  I s a y  
I mean b r igade  people  who t a l k e d  t o  him. I never  even m e t  t h e  
man myself .  He agreed  based on t h e  requirement  t h a t  h i s  
fami ly  would be moved t o  a s a f e r  a r e a  and a f t e r  r e c e i v i n g  
medical  c a r e  t h e y  moved o u t  t o  show u s  whatever he could 
show us--or show t o  TF Barker whatever he could  show them 
of  t h e  a r e a  i n  which h i s  b a t t a l i o n  had o p e r a t e d  p r i o r  t o  
t h e  t ime he was wounded and some of  t h e  r o u t e s  t h a t  t hey  
t r a v e l e d  on,  some of  t h e  hamlets  t h a t  t h e y  s t a y e d  i n ,  and 
whatever e l s e  he could  t e l l  us about  t h e  o p e r a t i o n .  

Q Did you, a t  b r i g a d e  h e a d q u a r t e r s ,  e v e r  normally
i n t e r r o g a t e  t h e s e  VC, such as t h e  11 VC cap tu red  by TF 
Barker? 

A. Y e s ,  a s  a m a t t e r  of  f a c t .  I f  a d e t a i n e e  was 
t aken  back t o  b a t t a l i o n  a t  t a s k  f o r c e  l e v e l  and was n o t  
d e c l a r e d  r i g h t  away t o  be an innocen t  person .  And sometimes 
t h i s  was determined even a t  t h a t  l e v e l  t h a t  t h e s e  people  
w e r e  q u i t e  i nnocen t .  I f  t h e y  were thought  t o  be p o s s i b l e  
h o l d e r s  of  i n t e l l i g e n c e  in fo rma t ion ,  t hey  would be s e n t  back 
t o  b r i g a d e ,  and w e  had an i n c l o s u r e  p l aced  t h e r e  where w e  
had s e v e r a l  cages ,  one f o r  d e t a i n e e s  who were u n c l a s s i f i e d ,  
s e v e r a l  o t h e r  sub-cages,  one f o r  females  and women wi th  
c h i l d r e n  and s o  on who had a l i t t l e  b e t t e r  accommodations and 
one f o r  known POW'S,  t h a t  was t h e  people  i n  uniform who were 
cap tu red  wi th  weapons and s o  on. 

MR WEST: W e  are going t o  have t o  r e c e s s  b r i e f l y  t o  change 
t h e  t a p e .  

(The h e a r i n g  r eces sed  a t  1828 hour s ,  3 December 
1969.) 

(The h e a r i n g  was c a l l e d  t o  o r d e r  a t  1829 hours ,  
3 December 1969.) 

I 0  : The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR: A l l  pe r sons  who were p r e s e n t  when t h e  h e a r i n g  
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r eces sed  a r e  aga in  p r e s e n t .  

A. There was a person  s i t t i n g  down, w r i t i n g  down on 
one of t h e s e  ca rd  codes--placed i n t o  o u r  f i l e s - - t h e  complete 
r e p o r t  on e v e r y t h i n g  t h e  man said--would be w r i t t e n  up and 
forwarded e i t h e r  w i t h  him o r  sometimes ahead of him back t o  
d i v i s i o n  headqua r t e r s .  I f  a t  o u r  l e v e l  a person  w a s  
determined t o  be an innocen t  c i v i l i a n ,  a r e p o r t  was ve ry  
o f t e n  s t i l l  made up because very  o f t e n  they  d i d  have 
i n t e l l i g e n c e  in fo rma t ion .  They would t e l l  u s  about  o t h e r  
people  i n  t h e  hamlet  o r  wherever t hey  had come from and s o  
on,  and t h e y  were t h e n ,  of cou r se ,  d i s cha rged .  

10: I have been h e a r i n g  a l l  af ternoon-- the  l a s t  hour 
o r  s o  about  t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  o p e r a t i o n s  which b r igade  has--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. Now i f  t h a t  i n t e l l i g e n c e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  w e r e  as 
complete and as competent a s  it sounds,  wou ldn ' t  it be a b l e  t o  
p i ck  s i g n a l s ,  s i g n s ,  and s o  f o r t h  of  an a c t i v i t y  such as 
i s  r epu ted  t o  have t aken  p l a c e  i n  My Lai?  

A. W e l l  s i r ,  w e  had s i g n a l s  and s i g n s  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  
t h a t  I p o i n t e d  o u t .  N o  f u r t h e r  s i g n s  were for thcoming 
d e s p i t e  t h e  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  of  t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  

Q D i d  you make any e f f o r t  t h e n  t o  o r i e n t  your 
i n t e l l i g e n c e  e f f o r t s  on t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  a r e a ?  

A. A s  t o  f u r t h e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of t h a t  i n c i d e n t ?  

Q Y e s .  

A. No, s i r .  W e  focused  our  i n t e l l i g z a c e  c o n t i n u a l l y  
on t h e  l o c a t i o n  o f  t h e  enemy a t  t h a t  t i m e .  I d i d n ' t  r e a l l y  
ask f o r  t h e  r e p o r t s  t h a t  w e  g o t .  I had no r ea son  t o  ask f o r  
them. Once w e  g o t  them, and I was t o l d  t h a t  competent 
a u t h o r i t y  was making an i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  and I was a l s o  informed 
a s  t o  what t h e  r e s u l t s  of t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  w e r e ,  I cont inued  
my miss ion--f inding o u t  where t h e  enemy was on t h a t  day,  a 
month l a t e r .  I d i d  n o t  f u r t h e r  pursue  going back and 
de te rmin ing  whether t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  made was a good one o r  
no t .  I f e l t  t h a t  w a s  o t h e r  peop le t s - -

9 ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  That  w a s  a p r e t t y  s t r o n g  a l l e g a t i o n  
t h a t  came through.  
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A. Yes, s ir ,  it was. 

Q. It would have been a s imple  m a t t e r  t o  conf i rm 
t h i s ,  t o  ask t h e  l i a i s o n  group a t  Quang Ngai and a t  Son 
Tinh t o  d i r e c t  t h e i r  e f f o r t s  towards o b t a i n i n g  any a d d i t i o n a l  
i n fo rma t ion  o r  i n t e l l i g e n c e  which t h e y  may have of  t h i s  
p a r t i c u l a r  s i t u a t i o n .  

A.  To t h a t  e x t e n t ,  s i r ,  I would have t o  ag ree  w i th  
you. I a s  an i n d i v i d u a l  ' cou ld  have p re s sed  t h e  i s s u e  
perhaps  a l i t t l e  f u r t h e r  t h a n  I d i d .  

Q. Did t h e  f a c t  t h a t  you were t o l d  t h a t  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
was under way d i sabuse  you of  t h e  f a c t  o f  c o l l e c t i n g  any 
f u r t h e r  i n fo rma t ion  of t h e  f a c t s  even though t h i s  s t r o n g  
a l l e g a t i o n  had come o u t - - t h a t  between 450  and 500  o r  
t h e r e a b o u t s  Vietnamese noncombatants had been k i l l e d ?  

A. No, s i r .  I suppose I j u s t  d i d n ' t  b e l i e v e  it. 
Perhaps t h a t  s.:owed my t h i n k i n g  i n  t h e  wrong d i r e c t i o n .  I t  
might have been a l i t t l e  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  m e  t o  comprehend t h a t  
t h i s  could have happened. When I w a s  t o l d  t h a t  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
had occu r red  and t h a t  t h i s  was VC propaganda,  I was somewhat 
r e l i e v e d  t o  f i n d  o u t  t h a t  t h a t  was t h e  ca se .  

Q Were you e v e r  t o l d  i n  any way, by anybody from 
above, w i t h i n ,  o r  below t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  we w i l l  f o r g e t  
about  t h i s  i n c i d e n t ?  

A .  Never, s i r .  I never  would have f o r g o t t e n  about it 
had anybody e v e r  t o l d  me t h a t .  I f  t h e r e  had even been any 
knowledge of  an i n c i d e n t  t o  be f o r g o t t e n  I c e r t a i n l y  would 
n o t  have s topped .  The f a c t  of t h e  m a t t e r  was t h a t  I never  
came t o  t h e  conc lus ion  i n  my own mind t h a t  t h e r e  had eve r  
been an i n c i d e n t .  I had i n d i c a t i o n s  of  it, and they  were 
a l l a y e d ,  and t h a t  was t h e  end o f  it f o r  me. 

Q- Do you have any th ing  you would l i k e  t o  p rov ide  
t o  m e  i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  any th ing  a t  a l l ,  which would 
l e a d  t o  a s c e r t a i n i n g  t h e  v a l i d i t y  of t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and 
t h e  f a c t s  sur rounding  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and t h e  r e p o r t i n g  . 

of t h e  i n c i d e n t ?  

A. S i r ,  I e a r l i e r  i n d i c a t e d  t o  you t h a t  I wanted a 
chance t o  speak ,  s ay  a few a d d i t i o n a l  t h i n g s ,  b u t  I b e l i e v e  
my subsequent  speak ing  has  p r e t t y  much wrung it o u t .  I d o n ' t  
t h i n k  I have anyth ing  e l s e  t h a t  i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  a t  t h i s  t ime.  
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Q- I would l i k e  t o  r e c a u t i o n  you i n  one r ega rd .  I 
am s u r e  M r .  WEST r ead  t o  you some admonit ions concern ing  t h e  
s e c u r i t y  of t h i s  and who you may d i s c u s s  it w i t h .  I would 
l i k e  t o  r e p e a t  s o  t h e r e  w i l l  b e  no q u e s t i o n s  i n  your  mind. 
This  i s ,  you were d i r e c t e d  no t  t o  d i s c u s s  your  t es t imony w i t h  
o t h e r s  e x c e p t  i n  t h e  performance of  o f f i c i a l  du ty  as you may 
be r e q u i r e d  t o  do b e f o r e  a competent j u d i c i a l  o r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  
body. 

A .  Y e s ,  s i r ,  I unders tand t h a t .  Yes, s i r ,  t h a t  same 
thought  e n t e r e d  my mind. I want t o  say t h i s  about  t h e  system 
of t r a n s p o r t a t i o n .  I should  have mentioned t h i s  b e f o r e .  
Because TF Barker  w a s  r e a l l y  c l o s e r  t o  headqua r t e r s  t h a n  it 
w a s  t o  us--except t h e y  went t o  us and many o f  them had t o  be  
t r a n s p o r t e d  back t o  d i v i s i o n .  Many of them were t r a n s p o r t e d  
from h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g  on w a l l  map) t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n .  We d i d n ' t  
even g e t  t o  them, and t h a t ' s  from t h i s  a r e a  o n l y ,  it happened 
q u i t e  a  b i t .  I t  w a s  j u s t  a  m a t t e r  of g e t t i n g  t o  the--  
e x p r e s s l y  having t o  do wi th  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  we were hav ing  a 
f a i r l y  heavy workload down h e r e  and a l o t  of t imes  d i v i s i o n  
had a l i g h t  workload and asked us t o  go ahead and send  people  
t o  them d i r e c t l y  s o  t h a t  t h e i r  M I  people  would have them 
and keep t h e  heavy workload o f f  o u r  people  down h e r e .  Tha t ,  
t o g e t h e r  w i t h  t h e  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  d i f f i c u l t y  of  moving t h e  
people  was j u s t  a normal--the resupply  chopper would t a k e  t h e  
people  back t h e r e .  You c o u l d n ' t  send  any s p e c i a l  chopper t o  
t h e  b r i g a d e ,  s o  i n  t h a t  c a s e  t h e  d i v i s i o n  would t u r n  around 
and send me a r e p o r t  of what t hey  had done--what developed 
o u t  of t h e  p r i s o n e r s .  

Q. Did d i v i s i o n  a t  anytime from any o f  t h e  V C ' s  o r  
from PW1s o r  o the rwi se  prov ide  you wi th  a  readout  o f  t h e  
i n t e r r o g a t i o n  concerning anyth ing  t h a t  might have t aken  p l a c e  
a t  I4y L a i ?  

A .  They provided  m e  no readout  t h a t  any th ing  had 
taken  p l a c e  -at  11y L a i  .nor  d i d .  any p r i s o n e r  t h a t  came t o  my 
l o c a t i o n  prov ide  me any i n d i c a t i o n  o f  any th ing  l i k e  t h a t  
occur r ing .  

COL WILSON: Colonel  MILLER, for t h e  sake  of  t h e  r eco rd  could  
w e  have your  q u e s t i o n s  j u s t  p r i o r  t o  t h e  Gene ra l ' s ?  

COL MILLER: I commented, who might have i n t e r r o g a t e d  t h e  V C 1 s  
r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  11 r e p o r t e d  on t h e  28  March 1968 r e p o r t  and 
who would have had t h e  r e p o r t  of t h e i r  i n t e r r o g a t i o n ?  What 
would have happened t o  them? 

1 
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Do you have anyth ing  f u r t h e r  Colonel  BLACKLEDGE? 

I have no th ing  f u r t h e r .  

I0: 
morning. 

Th i s  h e a r i n g  w i l l  r e c e s s  u n t i l  0830 tomorrow 

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  1 8 4 0  hour s ,  3 December 
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February 19 
(.The h e a r i n g  reconvened 
70.  ) 

a t  1535 h o u r s ,  12 

10.: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR : . The fo l lowing  persons  a r e  p r e s e n t :  LTG PEERS, MR 
WEST, MR MACCRATE, MR WALSH, COL FRANKLIN, COL MILLER, and 
M A J  LYNN. 

- S i r ,  t h e  h e a r i n g  recalls L ieu tenan t  Colonel ,  
R e t i r e d ,  BLACKLEDGE. 

(MR BLACKLEDGE w a s  r e c a l l e d  and t e s t i f i e d  
as ' fol lows :) 

M r .  BLACKLEDGE, I remind you t h a t  you remain under 
o a t h  be fo re  t h i s  hea r ing .  

I 0 : M r .  BLACKLEDGE, s i n c e  you l a s t  appeared b e f o r e  o u r  
group,  which was i n  t h e  e a r l y  p a r t  of December, we've t a l k e d  
t o  a l a r g e  number of people .  I n  f a c t ,  w e  have t a l k e d  t o  
almost  350 peop le ,  some of them s e v e r a l  t imes  o v e r  and w e  
have assembled q u i t e  a l a r g e  number of  documents t h a t  per-  
t a i n e d  t o  Ily Lai  ( 4 )  , documents concerning My Lai ( 4 )  i t s e l f ,  
r e p o r t i n g  t h e  i n c i d e n t ,  and i t ' s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  We have a lso 
had an o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  v i s i t  South Vietnam, t o  go th rough  t h e  
va r ious  h e a d q u a r t e r s ,  USARV, MACV, I11 MAF, General  LAM'S 
headqua r t e r s ,  I Corps,  t h e  America1 D i v i s i o n ,  t h e  1 1 t h  
Brigade,  and a l s o  up t o  LZ D o t t i e .  We have a l s o  v i s i t e d  t h e  
2d ARVN Div i s ion ,  Quang Ngai Province .  There we t a l k e d  t o  
q u i t e  a few Vietnamese, ARVN Vietnamese, o t h e r  Vietnam 
c i v i l i a n s ,  and w e  t a l k e d  t o  a l o t  o f  Americans a s  w e l l .  W e  
a l s o  made a v i s i t  t o  t h e  s i t e  of t h e  o p e r a t i o n  i n  My L a i ( 4 ) ,  
which w e  now f i n d  is  t h e  subhamlet of  Thaun 'Yen, o f  Tu 
Cung Hamlet. W e  have a l s o  flown o v e r  t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  area, 
s o  t h a t  w e  know a g r e a t  d e a l  about  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  a t  t h e  
p r e s e n t .  When w e  f i r s t  t a l k e d  t o  you, we w e r e  f i s h i n g ,  b u t  
w e  a r e  through f i s h i n g  a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  moment and w e  have some 
gaps t h a t  w e  want t o  f i l l  i n .  We a l s o  want t o  expand upon 
some of t h e  p rev ious  i n t e r r o g a t i o n s ,  as i n  your  case. 

Before  I go on h e r e ,  b e f o r e  you t e s t i f y ,  I would 
l i k e  Colonel  MILLER, o f  t h e  O f f i c e  of J A G ,  t o  warn you o f  
your  r i g h t s  and a t  t h e  same t i m e  t o  p rov ide  guidance t o  you 
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w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  what w e  may conceivably s u s p e c t  as f a r  as 
you are concerned.  

COL MILLER: Colonel ,  you appeared h e r e  on 3 December of l a s t  
y e a r ,  I b e l i e v e  it was. A t  t h a t  t ime you were n o t  suspec t ed  
of  any o f f e n s e .  However, on t h e  b a s i s  o f  a d d i t i o n a l  tes t imony 
and o t h e r  ev idence  which has been r ece ived  and cons ide red  
s i n c e  t h a t  t i m e ,  you a r e  suspec t ed  of hav ing  i n  p r i o r  t e s t imony ,  
w i thhe ld  i n fo rma t ion  and of having given some f a l s e  tes t imony 
which was g iven  under o a t h .  The o f f e n s e  of g i v i n g  f a l s e  
t es t imony under o a t h  under t h e  Uniform Code of M i l i t a r y  
J u s t i c e ,  c o n s t i t u e s  f a l s e  swear ing i n  v i o l a t i n g ,  A r t i c l e  
1 3 4 ,  and may a l s o  be i n  v i o l a t i o n  of T i t l e  18 o f  t h e  United 
S t a t e s  Code S e c t i o n  1001, which p rov ides  i n  subs t ance ,  n o t  
s p e c i f i c a l l y  b u t  i n  subs t ance ,  t h a t  it i s  unlawful  t o  know- 
i n g l y  g ive  f a l s e  tes t imony i n  any m a t t e r  w i t h i n  t h e  
j u r i s d i c t i o n  of any agency o r  t h e  depar tment  o f  t h e  Uni ted 
S t a t e s  Goverment. 

S ince  t h i s  i s  a s u s p i c i o n ,  you a r e  o f  cou r se  
e n t i t l e d  t o  your  t e s t i m o n i a l  and counse l  r i g h t s ,  and f o r  t h e  
purpose of t h i s  w e  cons ide r  t h a t  you have t h e  same r i g h t s  
as you had b e f o r e  t h i s  committee when you w e r e  on a c t i v e  
du ty .  F i r s t  of  a l l ,  of cou r se ,  you have a r i g h t  t o  remain 
complete ly  s i l e n t  and t o  answer no q u e s t i o n s  a t  a l l  concerning 
t h e s e  m a t t e r s .  I f  you do t e s t i f y ,  any s t a t e m e n t  t h a t  you do 
make could be used a g a i n s t  you i n  a c r i m i n a l  proceeding.  
You have t h e  r i g h t  t o  be r e p r e s e n t e d  by counse l ,  and by 
counse l  I mean a  q u a l i f i e d  lawyer.  This  may be  a  c i v i l i a n  
counse l  of your  own choosing.  M i l i t a r y  counse l  would be  
prov ided  i f  you s o  d e s i r e .  I f  you wi sh ,  you could  have bo th  
m i l i t a r y  counse l  and c i v i l i a n  counse l .  I n  t h e  even t  t h a t  
you want m i l i t a r y  counse l ,  and you have a p a r t i c u l a r  one,  
i f  he is  reasonably  a v a i l a b l e  we w i l l  t r y  t o  make him 
a v a i l a b l e .  Otherwise we w i l l  g e t  ano the r  one.  

You may dec ide  you a r e  w i l l i n g  t o  g i v e  tes t imony 
i n  s p i t e  of t h i s  and wi thou t  counse l .  I f  you s o  d e c i d e ,  you 
s t i l l  have your  t e s t i m o n i a l  p r i v i l e g e s  t o  answer any ques- 
t i o n s  o r  a  p a r t i c u l a r  s e t  of q u e s t i o n s  o r  t o  r e q u e s t  t h a t  t h e  
q u e s t i o n i n g  cease .  You have a r i g h t  a t  any t ime t o  r e q u e s t  
t h e  appointment of  counse l .  I hope you w i l l  make your  
wishes  known t o  us immediately. Do you unders tand  t h e  n a t u r e  
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of t h e  s u s p i c i o n  and t h e  r i g h t  t o  counse l?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. .Would you l i k e  t o  have me go through-- 

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  No, s i r ,  I unders tand p e r f e c t l y .  

Q- I have two more q u e s t i o n s  then .  F i r s t  of  a l l ,  do  
you wish e i t h e r  t h e  appointment of  m i l i t a r y  counse l  o r  t i m e  
t o  seek a c i v i l i a n  counse l?  

A. No, sir. 

Q. F i n a l l y ,  under t h e  c i rcumstances  a r e  you w i l l i n g  
t o  answer any q u e s t i o n s  and g i v e  any tes t imony b e f o r e  t h i s  
hea r ing?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  d e f i n i t e l y .  I n  f a c t ,  I would l i k e  t o  
s t a r t  o u t  by say ing  something. I c e r t a i n l y  d i d n ' t  know when 
I walked i n  t h e  room I was go ing  t o  be f aced  w i t h  t h e  f a c t  
t h a t  I was suspec t ed  of  something. But had I been aware of  
it,. I s t i l l  wouldn ' t  have unders tood how I could have been 
suspec ted .  I s t i l l  f e e l  t h a t  way, I s t i l l  have no th ing  t o  
h i d e ,  and I ' m  s t i l l  going t o  t e l l  you a l l  I know about  any- 
t h i n g .  I f  I have made any mis t akes ,  my p o s i t i o n  i s  and w e l l  
be t h a t  i s  what t hey  were,  hones t  mis takes .  I c a n ' t  s ay  i n  
December I t o l d  t h e  e n t i r e  t r u t h ,  b u t  I t o l d  t h e  t r u t h  as I 
knew it, and I ' m  going t o  t e l l  t h e  t r u t h  a s  I know it now. 
T h a t ' s  a l l  I can say .  I am ready  t o  answer q u e s t i o n s .  

I0: Since  w e  d i d  l a s t  t a l k  t o  you, M r .  BLACKLEDGE, i n  
e a r l y  December, have you t a l k e d  t o  anybody from t h e  America1 
Div is ion  who has  appeared b e f o r e  u s  h e r e  i n  a s u b s t a n t i v e  
m a t t e r  concerning t h e  o p e r a t i o n  o r  r e p o r t i n g  of  t h e  i n v e s t -  
i g a t i o n ?  

A. No, s i r ,  a number of  people  have q u e s t i o n e d  m e .  
But I t o l d  them what you t o l d  me, my l i p s  a r e  s e a l e d  from t h e  
t i m e  I went o u t  o f  t h e  room. You a l l  unders tand  t h a t ,  t h a t ' s  
it. I even t o l d  my w i f e  t h a t .  A s  I came back ,  I met a  couple  
of t h e  o f f i c e r s  b u t  w e  d i d n ' t  d i s c u s s  anyth ing  s u b s t a n t i a l l y .  
I m e t  Colone l  GAVIN f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e .  I had never  m e t  him 
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who had been k i l l e d  n o r  d i d  it cover  a  3-day p e r i o d  a s  f a r  
as I can r e c a l l .  I t  j u s t  mentioned a r e c e n t  o p e r a t i o n .  I w a s  
a b l e  t o  i d e n t i f y  t h e  t i m e ,  I b e l i e v e  it had d a t e s ,  I was a b l e  
t o  i d e n t i f y  t h e  d a t e s  w i t h  t h e  d a t e  of  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  t h a t  w e  
had been i n  t h a t  a r e a .  I knew it had t o  be o u r  people  t h a t  
w e r e  t h e r e  a t  t h e  t i m e .  

Q. Do you know i f  r e f e r e n c e  w a s  made t o  Tu Cung Ham-
l e t ?  

A. The name Tu Cung i s  f a m i l i a r  t o  me. Now l e t  m e  
e x p l a i n  something else. There i s  an e n t i r e l y  d i f f e r e n t  
vocabulary used by t h e  VC i n  r e f e r e n c e  t o  p l a c e  names as. 
opposed t o  what t h e  government u ses  on p l a c e  names. 

Q. W e  a r e  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  t h a t .  

A. I guess  you a r e .  So we t r y  t o  conve r t  a s  b e s t  w e  
could when w e  hea rd  a V i e t  Cong p l a c e  name t o  i t s  e q u i v a l e n t  
government name. I have h e a r d  Tu Cung b e f o r e  b u t  because 
o u r  maps, as I remember, show it a s  such.  A l l  it t o l d  m e  a t  
t h e  t i m e ,  t h a t  VC c a l l e d  t h a t  a r e a  Tu Cung, and I was s t i l l  
t o  new i n  t h e  game t o  have s y s t e m a t i c a l l y  s t a r t e d  making up 
new maps showing a l l  t h e  VC names. A s  I g o t  f u r t h e r  i n  my 
c a r e e r ,  I d i d  t h i s ,  s o  t h a t  I w a s  a b l e  t o  c o n v e r t  Vietnamese 
names t o  V i e t  Cong and v i c e  v e r s a .  

10: ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  The Vietnamese names and V i e t  Cong, 
w e  found, are p r a c t i c a l l y  i d e n t i c a l .  

A. I n  some areas t h e y  a r e  and some t h e y  are n o t .  

Q- I n  t h i s  a r e a ,  t h e y  s e e m  t o  be i n t e r changeab le .  

A. I found such a b i g  d i f f e r e n c e  a s  I went n o r t h  of 
Danang. I d i d n ' t  have a problem a s  much i n  t h e  Duc Pho area 
as I d i d  n o r t h  of Danang. 

Q. The problem s e e m s  t o  be i n  t h e  manufacture  of  U.S. 
maps, t a k i n g  them o u t  of a g a z e t t e e r .  

A. Maybe so. 

MR WALSH: Now, do you r e c a l l  t h e  c i rcumstances  under which 
you c a l l e d  t h i s  r e p o r t  t h a t  you r e c e i v e d  through i n t e l l i g e n c e  
channels  t o  Colonel  HENDERSON' s a t t e n t i o n ?  
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A. No, sir.  I j u s t  c a l l e d  it t o  h i s  a t t e n t i o n  because 
it was an unusual r e p o r t .  A s  I say ,  no t  j u s t  once bu t  a couple 
of t imes ,  because I received a  couple of r e p o r t s .  I t  was be- 
cause of t h i s  I f e e l  c e r t a i n  t h a t  he spoke t o  me i n  a t e n o r ,  
"Yes, d i v i s i o n  knows about t h i s  and they a r e  checking i n t o  i t . "  

I0: H e  s a i d  d i v i s i o n  was checking i n t o  i t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  t h a t  was my understanding because I knew 
t h a t  d i v i s i o n  had a l s o  go t t en  a copy of t h e  same r e p o r t .  There 
was a c l o s e r  con tac t  between Quang Ngai Province c a p i t a l  and 
Chu Lai d i v i s i o n  headquarters  because they  always had a l i a i s o n  
o f f i c e r  a t  Quang Ngai. He s tayed t h e r e  a l l  t h e  time. We were 
a t  our  own op t ion  a s  t o  whether we wanted t o  have a  man up 
t h e r e  o r  no t .  S p e c i f i c a l l y  we t r i e d  t o  keep a  man t h e r e  a l l  
t h e  time because we d i d n ' t  want t o  g e t  l e f t  ou t .  By t h e  
time an i n t e l l i g e n c e  r e p o r t  g o t  t o  d i v i s i o n  and then  was 
s e n t  down t o  us ,  it was s e v e r a l  days o l d e r  than i f  we had 
g o t t e n  it d i r e c t l y  from Quang Ngai. So we d e a l t  d i r e c t l y  with 
Quang Ngai Province headquarters .  So our  l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r ,  a 
l i e u t e n a n t ,  j u s t  a l i t t l e  fe l low,  MARTEEN was t h e r e ,  I b e l i e v e  
during t h i s  per iod.  I f  he wasn ' t ,  a  man before  him was a  War- 
r a n t  O f f i c e r  FOSTER. 

MR WALSH: FOSTER, do you remember what h i s  f i r s t  name was? 

A. No, I d o n ' t .  I d o n ' t  remember MARTEEN'S f i r s t  name 
e i t h e r .  Warrant Of f i ce r  FOSTER broke one of h i s  bones i n  a 
guard tower and had t o  be evacuated, went back t o  Hawaii t o  
T r i p l e r  Hospi ta l .  I saw him back a few months ago when I re-
turned  t o  Hawaii. He was on h i s  way back t o  Vietnam t o  f i n i s h  
h i s  tour .  

I0 : Who was t h e  d i v i s i o n  o f f i c e r ,  do you r e c a l l ?  He 
worked on t h e  subsec tor  s i d e  with probably Colonel G R E E N ,  
a  colored o f f i c e r  t h e r e ,  and Colonel GUINN? 

A. S i r ,  I was never i n  t h a t  p lace  myself. The l i a i s o n  
o f f i c e r  came back and t o l d  me what he d i d  while he was up 
t h e r e ,  how he had t o  go around t o  a  number of bu i ld ings  t o  
s e e  var ious  c i v i l i a n s  and m i l i t a r y  people. What he would do i s  
pass  on information t h a t  I would g ive  him when he came down 
t o  Duc Pho and then  p u l l ,  from them, t h e  var ious  r e p o r t s .  

Q. Then he v i s i t e d  a l l  t h e  headquar ters ,  . . '2d ARVN 
Division? . . 
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A. Every day. H e  made t h e  e n t i r e  rounds of  any agency
which would have in fo rma t ion  t h a t  could h e l p  u s ,  and t h e r e  w e r e  
a number. 

Q And it w a s  o u t  o f  one o f  t h e s e  days ,  s o  t o  speak 
t h a t  you found i n  one i t e m  t h a t  i n d i c a t e d  500 had been k i l l e d ?  

A. . Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q Can you remember t h e  sou rce  of  it? Was it a p i e c e  
of propaganda, was it a r e p o r t ,  o r  what w a s  i t ?  

A .  I t  w a s  made up on hec tograph ,  as most a l l  of  them 
were,  and s o r t  of a r ep roduc t ion .  I d o n ' t  remember j u s t  ex-
a c u y  which agency it was t h a t  had acqu i r ed  t h i s  from a s o u r c e ,  
b u t  t h e  sou rce  had e i t h e r  t o l d  them t h a t  it had happened o r  
t h a t  someone i n  t h e  agency had dec ided  t h a t  w a s  a bunch o f  
propaganda and p u t  t h a t  down i n  t h e  r e p o r t  t h a t  way, o r  whether  
t h e  source  t o l d  him it was propaganda--that  t h e  VC i n  t h a t  
a r e a  a r e  going from v i l l a g e  t o  v i l l a g e ,  a r e  going among t h e  
people  o r  something,  among t h o s e  peop le ,  and s a y i n g  and pro-
pagandizing t h a t  American t r o o p s  on a day,  on o r  about 16 March, 
i n  c e r t a i n  hamlets  i n  Son Tinh had murdered 5 0 0  people ,  non-
combatants. I don' t know i f  it used t h e  word noncombatant b u t  
of t h e  popu la t ion .  

MR MACCRATE: I thought  I unders tood you t o  say you r e c e i v e d  
a couple  of t h e s e ,  more than  one? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  I would say  about  something on t h e  o r d e r  
of a month l a t e r ,  ano the r  such r e p o r t ,  and aga in  I spoke w i t h  
Colonel  HENDERSON about  it. Whether it w a s  a t  t h a t  t i m e  o r  
sometime a f t e r  t h a t ,  I can no l o n g e r  r e c o l l e c t .  H e  s a i d  t o  
me t h a t  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  had been conducted and t h a t  t h e  ~ i e t n a m e s e  
had been brought  i n t o  it. They were asked t o  v e r i f y  o r  look 
i n t o  t h e  m a t t e r  t o  determine whether  t h e r e  wi!S any t r u t h  t o  
it and t h a t  t h e i r  answer was t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  no t r u t h  t o  it, 
t h a t  t h i s  was t y p i c a l  VC propaganda. 

I0 : What d i d  t h e  o t h e r  one look l i k e ,  t h a t  you s a w ,  can 
you r e c a l l ?  

A .  S i r ,  I c a n ' t  r e a l l y  r e c a l l ,  b u t  t o  t h e  b e s t  o f  my
r e c o l l e c t i o n  it w a s  t h e  same k i n d  of r e p o r t  which would mean 
t h a t  it came through t h e  same k i n d  of channe ls ,  because I had 
no o t h e r  way of g e t t i n g  t h e s e  r e p o r t s .  So I ' m  somewhat c e r t a i n  
it was t h e  same t y p e  of r e p o r t  by t h e  same t y p e  o f  an agency 
up i n  Quang Ngai. 

70 

FOR O F F I C I A L  USE ONLY 

APP T-4 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


a- Would you repea t  again what Colonel HENDERSON t o l d  
you when you provided t h i s  information t h e  s e c t o r ?  .on . 

A. Yes, sir.  To t h e  b e s t  of my r e c o l l e c t i o n  he s a i d ,  
"Yes, t h e  d i v i s i o n  was aware t h a t  these  r e p o r t s  had come i n .  
They had been looked i n t o . "  The way i n  which they had been 
looked i n t o  was t h a t  t h e  Vietnamese a u t h o r i t i e s  a t  province 
had been contacted they were t o  look i n t o  t h e  ma t t e r  t o  de- 
termine whether t h e r e  was any substance t o  t h e  a l l e g a t i o n .  
They had, and t h e i r  answer had been t o  t h e  American author i -  
t ies  t h a t  it was pure VC propaganda. 

MR WALSH: Do you r e c a l l ,  a f t e r  t h e  r e c e i p t  of t h e  f i r s t  of 
t h e s e  r e p o r t s ,  do you r e c a l l  going t o  Quang Ngai and meeting 
General TOAN on t h i s  s u b j e c t  with Colonel HENDERSON and Major 
MCKNIGHT? 

A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  I went t o  Quang Ngai 
headquar ters  on s e v e r a l  occasions b u t  never on t h i s  mat ter .  
Now, t h e  people t h a t  I had been with poss ib ly  may have been 
t a l k i n g  wi th  t h e  genera l  on t h i s  bu t  a t  any time t h a t  I 
went t o  Quang Ngai, I was going on c u r r e n t  mat ters .  In  
o t h e r  words, whatever p a r t i c u l a r  day it was, I was going up 
t o  t h e r e  t o  s e e  Major EARLE, who was t h e  G2  advisor  f o r  
t h e  2d ARVN Divis ion up t h e r e ,  on whatever mat ters  w e  had of 
common importance. The coming opera t ions  and t h a t  s o r t  of 
th ing .  I never went t o  discuss t h i s  m a t t e r  with anybody, 
nor  d id  I know t h a t  anybody I was with went t o  d i scuss  it 
wi th  anybody e l s e .  

Q - Did you know Major PHO? 

A. The name i s n ' t  f a m i l i a r  t o  me. 

Q* G 2  a t  t h e  2d ARVN Divis ion.  

A. I was introduced t o  a  Vietnamese major up t h e r e ,  
bu t  I th ink  it j u s t  never g o t  p a s t  t h e  shake hand s t age .  

Q.  Well, you had t h i s  r e p o r t  the  f i r s t  t ime, t h i s  
impressed you enough t o  speak t o  Colonel HENDERSON about i t ?  

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q. Did you t a l k  t o  Major EARLE about i t ?  

A. I d o n ' t  th ink  I d i d  because I didn 't see  Major EARLE 
t h a t  o f t e n .  I might go two o r  t h r e e  months without  any well-- 
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they  were ve ry  i n f r e q u e n t  t imes  t h a t  I c o n t a c t e d  Major EARLE. 
I g o t  on t h e  r a d i o  o r  t h e  te lephone  from t ime t o  t ime and 
t a l k e d  t o  t h e  l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r  up t h e r e ,  e i t h e r  my own l i a i s o n  
o f f i c e r  o r  t h e  d i v i s i o n  l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r .  W e  had a d i r e c t  
l i n e  from Quang Ngai t o  o u r  communication c e n t e r ,  o u r  own 
command c e n t e r .  W e  had a phone l i n e .  

I 0: Microwave? 

A. R igh t ,  s i r ,  w i t h  Quang Ngai. So I could  c a l l  up 
t h e r e  and ask  i f  t h e  America1 l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r  w a s  i n  t h e  
room o r  b r i g a d e  l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r  was i n  t h e  room. I f  t h e y  
were,  I d i d  my b u s i n e s s  w i t h  them. The on ly  t ime I c a l l e d  
Major EARLE w a s  when my l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r  t o l d  m e  Major EARLE 
wanted t o  t a l k  t o  me about  something. Aside from t h a t ,  
it was a very  unusual  t h i n g  f o r  me t o  go t o  Quang Ngai and 
seek him o u t .  

MR WALSH: You had r e c e i v e d  t h i s  r e p o r t  and from t h e  d a t e  
of t h e  r e p o r t  you had p u t  i t  t o g e t h e r  wi th  Task Force  Barker 
o p e r a t i o n  where 128 VC had been k i l l e d .  I t  seems t o  m e  
t h a t  you might have t a l k e d  t o  somebody e l s e  o t h e r  t h a n  
Colonel  HENDERSON about  t h i s  i n c i d e n t  i f  no th ing  else,  of  
t h i s  charge be ing  made and knowing what you knew about  t h e  
body count  t h a t  had been r e p o r t e d  t h a t  day. 

A. W e l l ,  I might have b u t  I d i d n ' t .  A s  I look back 
on it I remember f o r  i n s t a n c e  n o t  t a l k i n g  t o  t h e  G 2  about 
it, I f e l t  t h a t  s i n c e  I knew t h e  G 2  had a copy of t h e  r e p o r t  
and t h e  way of o u r  o p e r a t i o n  t h a t  t h e r e  was no doubt about  
it. E s p e c i a l l y  when Colonel  HENDERSON s a i d ,  "Yes, d i v i s i o n  
i s  aware and they  are looking  i n t o  t h e  ma t t e r . "  I n  o t h e r  
words, as f a r  as I could  s e e ,  people  had a l r e a d y  p u t  t h e  
t w o  t o g e t h e r ,  t h e r e  c o u l d n ' t  have been much secret about  
it. The t r o o p s  i n  t h e  a r e a  a t  t h a t  t ime were o u r s .  

Q .  Can you f i x  t h i s  i n  terms of t i m e ,  i n  terms of  t h e  
o p e r a t i o n ,  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  on 16 March, your b e s t  r e c o l l e c t i o n  
of t h e  d a t e  when you g o t  t h i s  r e p o r t  i n  your  mind, p u t  it 
t o g e t h e r  as an o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. I have been t h i n k i n g  about t h a t  because t h a t ' s  
s o r t  of a  h o l e  i n  my memory a s  t o  whether it w a s  a week l a t e r  
o r . 2  weeks l a t e r  o r  j u s t  e x a c t l y  what it w a s .  

Q- Does t h e  f a c t  t h a t  Colonel  HENDERSON, du r ing  p a r t  
of t h a t  period--do you remember when.you t o l d  him about  it, 
d i d  he have h i s  l e g  i n  a c a s t ?  
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A. My r e c o l l e c t i o n  i s  t h a t  when I f i r s t  t o l d  him 
about i t ,  he d i d n ' t  have h i s  l e g  i n  a c a s t .  H e  g o t  h i s  l e g  
i n  t h a t  c a s t  a l i t t l e  b i t  l a t e r .  Now when we t a l k e d  about 
t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  of it, he may have had h i s  l e g  i n  t h e  c a s t .  
But t h e  f i r s t  r e p o r t ,  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  he had h i s  l e g  i n  t h e  
c a s t  . 

4 

I0 : That must have come very e a r l y .  He g o t  wounded 
on t h e  21st.  I th ink  it was i n  t h e  c a s t  from about t h e  23d, 
f o r  about 2 weeks roughly. 

A. I t ' s  one of those  cases  you might f i n d  I ' m  t e l l -
i n g  a falsehood. I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  do t h e  b e s t  I can, sir .  I 
d o n ' t  r e c a l l  him having h i s  l e g  i n  a c a s t  t h e  f i r s t  time we 
mentioned it. 

MR WI1LSH: You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  having any d i scuss ion  with any 
o t h e r  person i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n  a p a r t  from Colonel HENDERSON 
about t h i s  r e p o r t ?  

A. Well, I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  remember. I had my own l i t t l e  
M I  detachment se rv ing  w i t h  us t h e r e ,  t h e  52d M I .  

I0 : Captain LABRIOLA'S group? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

A How about people from province,  Colonel G U I N N  f o r  
example? M r .  MAY, d i d  you know him? 

A .  Yes, s i r ,  b u t  he came down very in f requen t ly  and 
he t a l k e d  d i r e c t l y  with Colonel HENDERSON o r  General LIPSCOMB. 
I ' m  even loos ing  t r a c k  of t h e  g e n e r a l ' s  name. 

Q- How about the  d i v i s i o n  G 5 ,  d i d  he e v e r  s t o p  i n ,  
Colonel ANISTRANSKI? 

A. I r e c a l l  h i m  very dimly, s i r ,  and t h e r e  again I 
d i d n ' t  have very much d i r e c t  con tac t  with him. Anything 
in te l l igence-wise  t h a t  Colonel ANISTRANSKI came up w i t h  he 
normally tu rned  it i n  t o  G2 and I got  it from G2 a t  d i v i s i o n  
l e v e l .  My S5, I d i d  t a l k  t o  t o  g e t  d i r e c t  i n t e l l i g e n c e  t h a t  
he had g o t t e n  through h i s  own channels.  But I d i d n ' t  have 
any normal con tac t  with Colonel ANISTRAKSKI except  f o r  s o c i a l .  
When he came down, he might come through and we would a l l  
shake hands. 

MR WALSH: Now back t o  t h e  opera t ion  i t s e l f ,  do you have any 
r e c o l l e c t i o n  of any d i scuss ions  about anything unusual about 
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t h e  o p e r a t i o n  t h a t  would cause  .you l a t e r  t o  p u t  t h i s  .opera-
t i o n  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  t h e  r e p o r t  you rece ived?  

A. W e l l ,  t h e  b i g  t h i n g  of course  w a s  my t r i p  w i t h  
Colonel  HENDERSON. Even b e f o r e  I r ece ived  t h e  r e p o r t ,  I ' d  
a l r eady  made t h i s  t r i p  w i t h  Colonel  HENDERSON o u t  i n  t h e  f i e l d  
t o  t a l k  w i t h  Captain  MEDINA. I n  t h i s  t a l k  w i t h  Captain  MEDINA, 
he was p a r t i c u l a r l y  anxious  t o  a s s u r e  h i m s e l f ,  Colonel  HENDERSON 
w a s ,  t h a t  t h e  body count  was a genuine and t r u e  body count ,  
because it w a s  o u t  o f  p ropor t ion .  A t  l e a s t  t h a t  i s  t h e  way I 
f e l t  about i t ,  it was o u t  of p ropor t ion  t o  t h e  p rev ious  found. 
So he asked him p r e t t y  d e f i n i t e  q u e s t i o n s  about  t h e  c a s u a l t i e s .  
Were t h e r e  any women involved ,  and i f  s o ,  what k ind  of women, 
and how d i d  it happen and s o  on. The i d e a  t h a t  t h e  massacre 
had taken  p l a c e ,  whether he was i n v e s t i g a t i n g  anyth ing  on t h o s e  
terms,  never  c ros sed  my mind a t  t h e  t ime.  What d i d  c r o s s  my 
mind was t h a t  he w a s  a s s u r i n g  himself  t h a t  t h e  t r o o p s  w e r e  
t u r n i n g  i n  a t r u e  body coun t ,  n o t  of innocent  c i v i l i a n s  t h a t  
might have been k i l l e d .  That  t hey  were n o t  be ing  inc luded  i n  
t h e  body count  a s  enemy, t h a t  t hey  should n o t  have been i n -  
c luded as c i v i l i a n s .  

Q- The impress ion  o f  overhear ing  t h e  conve r sa t ion  i n  
t h e  f i e l d  w i t h  Colonel  HENDERSON and Capta in  MEDINA was n o t  
t h a t  HENDERSON w a s  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  whether women o r  c h i l d r e n  
had been u n n e c e s s a r i l y  k i l l e d ,  b u t  whether o r  n o t  t h e  women 
and c h i l d r e n  had been inc luded  i n  t h e  body count?  

A. That  w a s  what I thought  when I went o u t  t h e r e .  

Q- Now b e f o r e  you went o u t ,  you w e r e  a t  LZ Do t t i e .  

Do you remember t h a t ,  going up i n  t h e  morning w i t h  HENDERSON 

and General  YOUNG a r r i v e d ?  


A. Well, as a m a t t e r  of  f a c t  my memory had t o  be  
reminded t h e  l a s t  t i m e  I w a s  h e r e  about t h a t .  I knew I had 
gone up wi th  him on numerous occas ions  and t h a t  I m e t  
General  YOUNG up t h e r e  a t  l e a s t  twice .  But as t o  t h e  f a c t  
t h a t  it had been t h e  e x a c t  se l f same t r i p  t h a t  w e  had gone o u t  
t o  t he  f i e l d ,  I d i d n ' t  a t  t h a t  t i m e  r e c o l l e c t .  General  
PEERS reminded m e ,  t o l d  m e  what in format ion  t h a t  he had,  
t h a t  it w a s  obvious  t h a t  one of t h o s e  t r i p s  t h a t  I made t o  
LZ Do t t i e  w a s  t h e  s e l f s ame  t r i p  t h a t  we had gone o u t  t o  see 
Captain  MEDINA. 

Q- Do you have any independent r e c o l l e c t i o n  of t h a t ?  
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A. My b e s t  r e c o l l e c t i o n  o f  t h e  t ime t h a t  I do r e c a l l  
b e s t  w a s  t h a t  w e  g o t  o u t  of t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  and went t o  t h e  
CP and t h e r e  w a s  a g e n e r a l  c o n g r a t u l a t o r y  tone .  Everyone 
w a s  s ay ing ,  "Gee, t h e y  d i d  r e a l  w e l l  t h i s  t i m e .  I t  seems 
l i k e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  w a s  r e a l  good." I g o t  w i t h  t h e  S2 r e -
p r e s e n t a t i v e  t h e r e  and say ing ,  " I t  looks  l i k e  w e  had a 
good one t h i s  t i m e .  We f i n a l l y  caught  them." 

Q Did you say  S2 r e p r e s e n t a t i v e ,  who w a s  t h a t ?  

A. Capta in  K ,  a f e l l o w  from L inco ln ,  Nebraska wi th  
poor  hea r ing .  

10: I n  C h a r l i e  Company? 

A. No, sir,  t h i s  i s  a t  t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  CP. 

MR MACCRATE: Capta in  KOTOUC? 

A. Y e s ,  t h a t ' s  h i s  name, I l o s e  t h a t  name every  once 
i n  a whi le .  

I 0  : T h a t ' s  why you c a l l e d  him K? 

MR WALSH: Did he t e l l  you t h a t  any VC had l e f t  t h e  v i l l a g e  
a t  0700 b e f o r e  t h e  combat a s s a u l t  went i n  t h e r e  t h e  morning 
of t h e  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t ,  a l though it wouldn ' t  have been 
s u r p r i s i n g  a t  a l l  i f  he had ,  because t h i s  was t h e  r u l e  r a t h e r  
t han  t h e  excep t ion  t o  t h e  r u l e .  By one means o r  ano the r ,  
e i t h e r  by a r t i l l e r y  t i p p i n g  it o f f ,  o r  by a i r c r a f t  going over-
head or j u s t  by hav ing  an agent  i n  o u r  mids t ,  somebody who knows 
t h a t  t r o o p s  a r e  p r e p a r i n g  o r  whatever .  They have a r e a l  good 
i n t e l l i g e n c e  n e t  and i t ' s  t h e  r u l e  r a t h e r  t han  t h e  excep t ion  
f o r  u s  t o  h i t  a p l a c e  knowing t h a t  t h e y '  re t h e r e ,  on ly  t o  f i n d  
t h a t  t h e y ' v e  j u s t  l e f t .  

Q. W e l l ,  i f  t h e y ' v e  j u s t  l e f t ,  and you have a body 
count  r e p o r t e d  o f  128,  d o e s n ' t  t h a t  seem remarkable? 

A. No, i f  t h e y  s a i d  t h a t  30 had j u s t  l e f t  b u t  wi th-
o u t  q u a l i f y i n g  by say ing  t h a t ' s  a l l  t h e r e  was, t h e n  it would 
have been remarkable ,  b u t  t h e r e  a r e  o t h e r  f a c e t s  t o  t h i s  
t h i n g .  I f  you b lock  ove r  on one s i d e  and block ove r  on an-
o t h e r  s i d e ,  and they  run o u t  and h e r e  you come w i t h  t h e  main 
f o r c e  a t  t h e  p l a c e  t h e y ' r e  t a k i n g  o f f  t o  and unbeknownst t o  
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them i t ' s  been blocked and they  t u r n  around and a l o t  of t imes 
t h a t ' s  what you ' re  hoping f o r .  I ' l l  t e l l  you r i g h t  now, tha t  
I ' m  not  t h a t  f a m i l i a r  with e x a c t l y  what happened on t h i s  op- 
e r a t i o n ,  b u t  t h i s  i s  t h e  way i n  which t h e  S3, Major MCKNIGHT 
and I set up a l o t  of opera t ions  a t  br igade l e v e l .  We t r i e d  
t o  s e t  it up i n  such a  way hoping t h a t  t h e  enemy would s e e  
a  main fo rce  coming and move i n  a d i r e c t i o n  t h a t  we'd want 
them t o  s o  we could p i n  them. 

Q. So you d i d  n o t  d i s c u s s  t h i s  i n i t i a l  r e p o r t  with 
anyone except  Colonel HENDERSON? 

A. I c a n ' t  recall d i scuss ing  it wi th  anyone e l s e .  

Q- Now I th ink  i n  your e a r l i e r  testimony you i n d i -  
ca ted  t h a t  t h e  VC propaganda was de l ive red  by a  young boy o r  
a  young g i r l  a t  LZ Uptight? 

A. Yes, t h i s  was i n  t h e  form of a l e t t e r .  

Q- Now, f i r s t  of a l l ,  i s  t h i s  something t h a t  occurred 
a f t e r  two r e p o r t s  of propaganda t h a t  you previous ly  t o l d  us 
about o r  was t h i s  t h e  second one? 

A. To t e l l  you t h e  whole t r u t h ,  i f  I s a i d  i n  December 
t h a t  I know t h a t  t h i s  happened a f t e r  t h e  i n c i d e n t ,  I was 
probably going a l i t t l e  beyond, because I j u s t  remember t h a t  
it happened i n  t h a t  genera l  per iod  of time. I t  could even have 
been before  t h e  16th  and t h e r e f o r e  might not  have been app l i -  
cable  t o  t h e  i n c i d e n t s  a t  a l l .  But I thought t h a t  s i n c e  it 
d i d  happen i n  t h i s  genera l  a r e a ,  I c o u l d n ' t  t e l l  whether it 
happened before  o r  a f t e r ,  because t h i s  might have some bearing.  

10: Did you g e t  a copy of t h e  l e t t e r  t h a t  was d e l i v e r e d  
t o  .Uptight  by t h e  two k i d s ?  A s  I remember one of them, a t  
l e a s t ,  was k i l l e d  going out .  They got  caught i n  a  minef ie ld  
o r  something of t h a t  na ture .  

A. I d i d n ' t  even r e c a l l  t h a t ,  t h a t  probably wasn ' t  
p a r t  of my test imony,  sir. I d o n ' t  t h ink  I remember t h a t  t h i s  
happened. I remember t h a t  t h e r e  was a  boy and a  g i r l ,  accor-
ding t o  what I was t o l d .  They were young, t h e r e  was a  boy 
and a  g i r l ,  and they came r i g h t  up t o  t h e  wire  and handed 
t h i s  l e t t e r  across  t o  a s o l d i e r  who brought it up t o  t h e  
b a t t e r y  commander o r  whoever it w a s  t h a t  was i n  charge a t  
t h e  t ime, who then  passed it back through channels.  I ' m  
p r e t t y  s u r e  I go t  t o  s e e  t h e  l e t t e r  because I s o r t  of 
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r e c a l l  t h a t  i t ' s  on smal l  s t a t i o n e r y ,  i n  o t h e r  words s m a l l e r  
t h a n  8-by-10, and it was w r i t t e n  i n  very  s t r a i g h t  l i n e s ,  i n  
o t h e r  words it looked a s  though a s t r a i g h t  edge o r  something 
had been used underneath  t h e  w r i t i n g .  The w r i t i n g  was very 
s c h o l a r l y  t ype  w r i t i n g ,  something l i k e  a c h i l d  who had l e a r n e d  
t o  make le t ters  ve ry  c a r e f u l l y  and even,  each l e t t e r  was very  
me t i cu lous ly  made. It w a s  w r i t t e n  i n  s t i l t e d  Eng l i sh ,  a s  
most Vietnamese w r i t e  Eng l i sh ,  and t h i s  w a s  n o t  t h e  on ly  
t i m e  we had r e c e i v e d  t h a t  k ind  of t h i n g .  Chi ldren a l s o  
walked up t o  LZ L iz  a t  l e a s t  one occas ion  and I t h i n k  more, 
and d i d  t h e  same t h i n g ,  handed le t ters  a c r o s s  w i t h  t h e  same 
g e n e r a l  theme. "We a r e  your  f r i e n d s ,  you a r e  American s o l -  
d i e r s ,  you d o n ' t  want t o  do what y o u ' r e  doing,  we a r e  poor 
h e l p l e s s  Vietnamese peop le ,  why do you k i l l  u s , "  and t h a t  
s o r t  of t h i n g .  

MR WALSH: W e  have a document, n o t  p r e c i s e l y  as-  you des- 
c r i b e ,  b u t  I have h e r e  a document ( E x h i b i t  M-35) d a t e d  2 8  March 
1968 .  An Eng l i sh  t r a n s l a t i o n  of a Vietnamese document 
which might have been w r i t t e n  i n  t h e  form of a le t ter .  

. . 

A. This  w a s  n o t  a very long  le t te r .  

Q. By t h e  Nat iona l  L i b e r a t i o n  Front  Committee of 
Quang Ngai Province?  . . 

A. That  was u s u a l l y  p u t ,  t h a t  o r  South Vietnamese 
L i b e r a t i o n  Army. 

Q. I ' d  l i k e  you t o  t a k e  a look ,  f i r s t  a t  t h e  Viet -  
namese document and t h e n  t h e  Engl i sh  t r a n s l a t i o n  which 
appears  a t t a c h e d  t o  it. Read i t ,  look over  i t ,  s e e  i f  
t h a t  b e a r s  any resemblance t o  t h e  document you remember. 

A. I would l i k e  t o  r e i t e r a t e  b e f o r e  I go any f u r t h e r ,  
b e f o r e  I f o r g e t  it, what I mentioned t o  t h e  committee e a r l i e r  
about  what I r e c a l l  t h e  second n o t i c e  c o n s i s t e d  o f .  I t  con-
s i s t e d  of an i n t e l l i g e n c e  r e p o r t  which s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  V i e t  
Cong g u e r i l l a s  and members of V i e t  Cong u n i t s  i n  t h e  Son 
Tinh a r e a  were wear ing r e d  arm bands on which was a motto 
t o  t h e  e f f e c t ,  "Determine t o  Avenge t h e  A t r o c i t i e s  a t  Son 
My," o r  words t o  t h a t  e f f e c t .  Do you r e c a l l  t h a t  I s a i d  
t h a t  b e f o r e ?  

Q*  I f  you w i l l  t a k e  a look a t  t h a t  document and s e e  
i f  it r i n g s  a b e l l  wi th  you, t h e  document handed' through 
t h e  w i r e  a t  Upt igh t?  
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A .  Afte r  reading  t h e  f i r s t  page I can t e l l  you I ' v e  
never seen t h i s  before .  

Q A l l  r i g h t ,  I show you another  document which is  
the  t r a n s l a t i o n  of both a Vietnamese language document and a 
t r a n s l a t i o n  which connects t o  Exhib i t  M-36. Take a quick 
glance over t h a t ,  s e e  i f  t h a t  poss ib ly  i s  s i m i l a r  t o  what 
you r e c a l l .  was the  document handed a t  Uptight .  

A. This one i s  unfami l ia r  t o  me too .  

Q .Now with r e spec t  t o  e i t h e r  of t h e  two reports--

A .  ( In te rpos ing)  I never even came down t o  t h e  p a r t  
about the  sweep opera t ion ,  t h a t ' s  t h e  p a r t  I should have been 
reading? 

I 0  : Yes, t h e  f i r s t  page i s  j u s t  genera l  Communist 
t i r a d e ,  more c l o s e l y  akin  t o  t h e  kind of propaganda you were 
hearing.  

- A .  No, s i r ,  I have not  seen t h i s  one before .  

MR WALSH: A l l  r i g h t  now, with r e spec t  t o  e i t h e r  of t h e  two 
repor tsm-

A .  ( In te rpos ing)  Can I go a l i t t l e  f u r t h e r  about what 
I r e c a l l  about t h e  l e t t e r  t h a t  t h e  ch i ld ren  handed i n ?  I t  prob-
ably doesn ' t  have any d i r e c t  bear ing ,  b u t  I do know t h a t  it 
d i d  not  r e f e r  t o  any p a r t i c u l a r  i n c i d e n t  o r  anything p a r t i c u l a r  
happening. 

Q It d i d n ' t  r e f e r  t o  t h e  massacre of c i v i l i a n s  a t  
Son My Vi l lage?  

A.  No, t h a t ' s  why I say t h a t  I ' m  n o t  a t  a l l  s u r e  t h a t  
it wasn ' t  turned  i n  before  t h a t  occasion. 

Q So t h a t  your r e c o l l e c t i o n  is  t h a t  you had two re-
p o r t s  rece ived  from i n t e l l i g e n c e  channels.  The f i r s t  one you 
spoke t o  Colonel HENDERSON, and no one e l s e  about it, Colonel 
HENDERSON s a i d ,  "Division i s  aware of it." 

A. "And i s  looking i n t o  it." 

Q 
i n t o  t h e  

What d i d  
ma t t e r  "? 

understand him t o  mean by 
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A. I b e l i e v e  he used t h e  t e r m  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  and s o  
on. I n  o t h e r  words, t h e y ' r e  going t o  f i n d  o u t  whether i t ' s-.. 

t r u e  o r  n o t ,  whether t h e r e  was any t r u t h  i n  it. . 

Q. That  i s ,  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i n t o  t h e  a c t - i v i t i e s  
of  Task Force  Barker  and t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade? 

A. T h a t ' s  probably what it developed i n t o ,  o f  
cou r se ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  I could  v e r b a l i z e  it t o  myself 
i n  t h o s e  terms. I was r e a l l y  t h i n k i n g  i n  terms of t h e  f a c t  
t h a t  perhaps  a few of t h e  c a s u a l t i e s - - s e e  I r e a l l y  t o  myself 
thought  it -was propaganda t h e  whole t ime.  I never  thought  
o the rwi se ,  e x c e p t  t h a t  it was a l i t t l e  d i f f e r e n t  k ind  of propagandi 
and it was d i f f e r e n t  enough. A t  d i v i s i o n  l e v e l  I expec ted  
t h a t  when he t o l d  me t h a t  d i v i s i o n  w a s  aware and was looking  
i n t o  i t ,  t h a t  t hey  f e l t  t h e  same way I d i d  about  i t ,  t h a t  
t h i s  w a s  something you j u s t  d i d n ' t  l e t  t h e  enemy say  with-  
o u t  a t  leas t  a s s u r i n g  y o u r s e l f  t h a t  it w a s  what it appeared 
t o .  b e ,  propaganda. 

Q- Did it occur  t o  you t o  c o n t a c t  Colonel  TREXLER 
about  i t ?  You had h i s  adv ice  t h a t  he was looking  i n t o  i t ,  see-

i f  t h e r e  w a s  any th ing  he found o u t ?  

A. No, sir.  I t  d i d n ' t  occu r  t o  m e .  I thought  it was 
i n  good hands,  t h a t ' s  how I f e l t  about  t h a t .  The t r o u b l e  was 
t h a t  each day,  we were f aced  w i t h  new problems and my mind 
w a s  immediately concerned wi th  1 , 0 0 1  o t h e r  t h i n g s  and I r e a l l y  
d i d n ' t  push it any f u r t h e r  once I determined t h a t  it was be ing  
looked i n t o .  

Q- You s t a t e d  t h a t  you had l a t e r  r e c e i v e d  a  r e p o r t  t h a t  
t h e s e  a l l e g a t i o n s  had been looked i n t o  by t h e  Vietnamese and 
were found t o  be groundless .  I show you a document, E x h i b i t  
M - 3 0 ,  b u t  f i r s t  I t h i n k  you a l r e a d y  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  you 've  never  
s een  E x h i b i t  R-l? 

A. T h a t ' s  t h e  one t h a t  had two-- 

Q- I would ask you t o  look a t  I n c l o s u r e  1, "Statement."  

A. I b e l i e v e  t h e  f i r s t  t ime  I s a w  t h i s  w a s  i n  December, 
t h a t ' s  what I s a i d  i n  December, t h a t  it w a s  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  I 
saw it. 

Q. I ' d  l i k e  you t o  r e a d  t h a t  s t a t e m e n t ,  I n c l o s u r e  1, 
and see i f  t h a t  r i n g s  any b e l l  i n  your  r e c o l l e c t i o n .  
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A. I r e c a l l ,  I ' m  q u i t e  s u r e ,  I d o n ' t  know whether  it 
w a s  a t t a c h e d  i n  December o r  n o t .  I t h i n k  t h a t  was t h e  f i r s t  
t i m e  I r ead  it and I s e e  an immediate d i f f e r e n c e  between what 
i s  s a i d  h e r e  and what t h e  Vietnamese a u t h o r i t i e s  s a i d  about  
it and what Colonel  HENDERSON s a i d  t o  m e .  However t h a t  w a s  
what he s a i d  t o  m e  t o  t h e  b e s t  of my r e c o l l e c t i o n .  

I0 : H e  s a i d  t h a t  t h e  Vietnamese a u t h o r i t i e s  had looked 
i n t o  and t h e y  could  f i n d  no founda t ion  i n  f a c t  o r  words t o  
t h a t  e f f e c t ?  

A. T h a t ' s  r i g h t ,  sir. 

MR MACCRATE: Well,  d i d  you unders tand  t h a t  which you j u s t  r ead  
t o  be a r e p o r t  from t h e  Vietnamese a u t h o r i t i e s ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  Where he s ays  h e r e  t h a t  t h e  l e t t e r  w a s  
n o t  g iven much importance by t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f s .  W e l l ,  I 
b e l i e v e  t h a t  one of  t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  he s a i d  t o  me w a s  t h a t  
t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f  had been a t  least  one of  t h e  o f f i c i a l s  who 
had d i scoun ted  t h e  r e p o r t  as f a c t u a l .  

Q - There i s  a d i f f e r e n c e  between n o t  a t t r i b u t i n g  i m - 

po r t ance  t o  it and n o t  b e l i e i v i n g ,  i s  t h a t  your  p o i n t ?  


A. No, n o t  r e a l l y ,  s ir .  Again I might have mis l ed  

you somewhere a long  t h e  l i n e .  I f  you b e l i e v e  it, i t ' s  g o t  

t o  be impor tan t .  What I ga the red  from Colonel  HENDERSON'S 

s t a t emen t  t o  me was t h a t  it was n o t  f a c t u a l .  And t h e r e f o r e ,  

of course ,  I a t t r i b u t e d  a l e s s e r  importance i n  my own mind 

t o  it once I had hea rd  from him t h a t  t h e  Vietnamese had 

determined t o  t h e  b e s t  of t h e i r  a b i l i t y  t h a t  it had n o t  oc-

cu r r ed .  Tha t  t h e  most I could have s a i d  t o  myself a t  t h a t  

p o i n t  i n  con t inu ing  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  it happened w a s ,  " Y e s ,  

I had b e l i e v e d  t o  beg in  w i t h  t h a t  it had happened. A f t e r  

a l l ,  t h e  South Vietnamese d o n ' t  have t h a t  much a b i l i t y  t o  

g e t  o u t  i n  t h e i r  own coun t rys ide  and f i n d  o u t  whether it 

happened o r  no t .  " This  was. t r u e  of  many v i l l a g e  c h i e f s .  

A v i l l a g e  c h i e f  o r  a d i s t r i c t  c h i e f  s t a y e d  i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t  

headqua r t e r s  and t h e  v i l l a g e  c h i e f s  a l l  s t a y e d  t h e r e  w i t h  

him because they  d i d n ' t  d a r e  g e t  o u t  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  I f  

t hey  d i d  t h e y  would have been hung t h e  minute t h e y  g o t  t h e r e .  


.Q= Do you r e c a l l  speaking w i t h  Sergeant  GERBERDING 
about  t h i s  , . .a t ' t h i s  t ime? 
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A. I t ' s  s o r t  of i n t e r e s t i n g  t h a t  you would b r i n g  up 
h i s  name because I was j u s t  t h i n k i n g  myself t h a t  he ' s  g o t  a 
tremendous memory and you should  be t a l k i n g  t o  him i f  you 
haven 't a l r e a d y .  

a. W e  have indeed t a l k e d  t o  Se rgean t  GERBERDING. 

10: I recal l  I t o l d  you w e  t a l k e d  t o  350 peop le .  
We've t a l k e d  t o  an awful l o t  of  people .  

MR MACCRATE: We've t a l k e d  t o  M r .  BAILEY, S p e c i a l i s t  BAILEY, 
who was i n  your  shop. 

A. Y e s ,  he  ' s  a M r .  now. Although BAILEY i s  n o t  
t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  t h a t  GERBERDING is .  GERBERDING had a tremen-
dous mind, and h e  was ve ry  methodica l  about  e v e r y t h i n g  he d i d .  
H e  w a s  c e r t a i n l y  a s  va luab le  t o  m e  a s  any o t h e r  s i n g l e  person 
t h a t  I had w i t h  me over  t h e r e .  But I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  speaking 
t o  him about  t h i s  m a t t e r ,  a l though  w e  may have,  because i n  t h e  
course  of a' day w e  ' r e  always throwing comments back and f o r t h  
a c r o s s  t h e  room. I remember t h i s  w i t h  Colonel  HENDERSON be- 
cause  it s t i c k s  o u t  i n  my memory, because he was t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  
t h a t  I took t h e  i n fo rma t ion  t o  and he w , i s  t h e  one t h a t  gave m e  
t h e  answers.  So i f  I t a l k e d  t o  Se rgean t  GERBERDING,  i t  would 
be  on ly ,  "Say, look a t  t h i s  one,  t h i s  o n e ' s  o u t  o f  t h e  or-
d i n a r y ,  what do you t h i n k  of t h i s ? "  H e ' s  c e r t a i n l y ,  s i t t i n g  
t h e r e  i n  t h e  o f f i c e  c o u l d n ' t  have c o n t r i b u t e d  no th ing  f a c t u a l .  

I0: You t a l k  about  t h e  VC propaganda. Did you e v e r  
h e a r  a s t o r y  a long  about somewhere between 17 and 20 March 
where t h e  VC took a woman who had been s o r t  of s p l i t  wide 
open and d r e s s e d  i n  b lack  pajamas, and spread-eagled h e r  
a long  Highway 521 and shoved an 1 1 t h  I n f a n t r y  Brigade pa t ch  
i n  h e r  c r o t c h ?  

A. No, sir.  T h a t ' s  a new one,  t h a t ' s  a new s t o r y  t o  
m e ,  sir .  I ' v e  hea rd  a l o t  of  them. 

Q" We've heard  a l o t  of them too .  This  was one t h a t  
came i n  from one of  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  i n  your  f l i g h t  detachment. 

A. S i r ,  I ' v e  n o t  e v e r  hea rd  t h a t  s t o r y .  

MR WALSH: Did you know a Capta in  RODRIGUEZ who was t h e  a s s i s -  
t a n t  d i s t r i c t  a d v i s o r  t o  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t ?  

A. The name i s  ve ry  vaguely f a m i l i a r ,  I ' v e  never  m e t  
him. I n  f a c t  I never  met Colonel  GAVIN u n t i l  t oday ,  j u s t  ou t -
s i d e  h e r e  i n  t h e  h a l l .  He w a s  Major GAVIN t h e n ,  I b e l i e v e .  

(BLACKLEDGE) 81 APP T-4 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 




FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


I heard a c t u a l l y  about him second hand because my S2 was going 
i n  t h e r e  a l l  t h e  t ime t o  d e a l  with him, bu t  I never  had occa- 
s i o n  t o  go t o  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  and s o  t h e r e f o r e  I never d i d  
meet Major GAVIN . 
Q- Now, M r .  BLACKLEDGE, I want you t o  t h i n k  very 
hard.  Did you, i n  f a c t ,  n o t  only see  t h e  document, R-1,  but 
i n  f a c t  a s s i s t  i n  i t s  p repara t ion?  

A. Negative, abso lu te ly  negat ive.  I never saw t h i s  -
u n t i l  I c q e  he re  i n  December. 

Q. I show you a document which has been marked as R-5. 
A carbon of t h a t  document, marked c o n f i d e n t i a l ,  bears  your 
i n i t i a l s .  

A. Those a r e  my i n i t i a l s  a l r i g h t .  

Q. We have been t o l d  by Sergeant GERBERDING t h a t  those  
a r e  your i n i t i a l s  and your handwriting.  

A. I t  looks l i k e  it t o  m e  too .  

Q- Now would you t e l l  us what r o l e  you played i n  the 
prepara t ion  of t h a t  document? 

A. W e l l ,  i t ' s  marked c o n f i d e n t i a l  on t o p  and bottom. 
I t  was done i n  my o f f i c e ,  b u t  t o  g ive  you an i d e a  of how much 
I had t o  do. with t h e  p repara t ion  of i t ,  I don 't even remember 
seeing it before .  You heard how I was d e f i n i t e l y  saying I 
didn '  t s e e  it before .  I f u l l y  be l ieved what I t o l d  you. I 
now r e t r a c t  what I s a i d  because those a r e  my i n i t i a l s  and I 
recognize t h e  way I w r i t e  my i n i t i a l s .  But I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  
t h e  document and although you may no t  b e l i e v e  me, I c e r t a i n l y  
i n  my own mind b e l i r v e  myself f u l l y .  I had nothing t o  do 
wi th  t h e  p repara t ion .  I n  fac t - -wel l ,  you caught me wi th  my 
pants  down. Tha t ' s  my i n i t i a l s  r i g h t  on t h e r e ,  s o  I must 
have seen it, b u t  I j u s t  d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  I know damn w e l l  
I d i d n ' t  have anything t o  do wi th  prepar ing  it. 

Q- Do you r e c a l l  being given t h e  t e x t  of t h a t  le t ter  
i n  handwri t ten form from Colonel HENDERSON,-with a r eques t  t o  
have it typed? 

A. No. 

Q .  Do you r e c a l l  handing t h a t  document, o r  r a t h e r  t h e  
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hand-writ ten d r a f t  prepared by Colonel HENDERSON, t o g e t h e r  
wi th  a  f o l d e r  conta in ing  o t h e r  papers  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h i s  
ma t t e r ,  t o  Sergeant  GERBERDING t o  have typed? 

A. N o ,  I d o n ' t ,  j u t  i f  I go t  i t ,  i f  I had received 
it from Colonel HENDERSON, t h a t  would have been t h e  normal 
th ing  t o  do with it. I t ' s  beginning t o  look as  though I 
had something t o  do with it because my i n i t i a l s  a r e  r i g h t  
on it. 

Q Let  me ask you this--

A .  ( In te rpos ing)  I f  Segeant GERBERDING remembers 
typ ing  t h i s ,  then  t h a t ' s  what happened a l l  r i g h t .  To answer 
your q u e s t i o n ,  though, no I do n o t  r e c a l l .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  see ing  a  l e t t e r  addressed t o  
Colonel HENDERSON from General KOSTER with an inc losure  
r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  s u b j e c t  ma t t e r  d e a l t  with i n  t h a t  l e t t e r ?  

A. I do no t .  

Q *  Let  me  read you what Sergeant  GERBERDING s t a t e s .  
He appeared before  us and under oath he gave t h e  fol lowing 
answers t o  t h e  following ques t ions  : 

"Q. I ' l l  hand you a c o n f i d e n t i a l  document 
t h a t  has been admitted i n t o  evidence as  
Exh ib i t  R-5. I ask you t o  look a t  t h a t  and 
s e e  i f  you have e v e r  seen t h a t  be fo re .  

"A. S i r ,  t h i s  i s  t h e  r e p l y  I had typed. 

"Q . Do you r e c a l l  who d i d  t h e  typing?  

"A. Yes, s i r .  S i r ,  I know h i s  name bu t  
I need time t o  th ink .  

"Q. Do you know who wrote t h e  paper ,  se rgean t  
major? 

"A. It was given t o  me by Colonel BLACKLEDGE, 
t h e  S2, sir ,  and it has t h e  o f f i c e  symbol of 
t h e  br igade  commander. 
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T h e  handwriting of t h e  d r a f t  copy. was i n  Colonel 
HENDERSON 's w r i t i n g .  

Q. I s e e ,  and as  f a r  as  you know, Colonel 
HENDERSON pe r sona l ly  wrote t h e  d r a f t ?  

. "A. I would say he d i d ,  s ir .  Colonel 
BLACKLEDGE t o l d  me t h i s  was c o n f i d e n t i a l  
correspondence from t h e  CO and wanted t o  
g e t  it typed and n o t  make too  much 

. p u b l i c i t y  about it. Keep it c o n f i d e n t i a l ,  

"Q. Sergeant  major,  Exhibi t  R-5 bears  t h e  
i n i t i a l  RKB. Do you recognize those  i n i t i a l s ?  

"A. Well, RKB would be Richard K.  BLACKLEDGE 
which i s  Colonel BLACKLEDGE." 

A .  Okay, I don' t d i s p u t e  anything Sergeant  GERBERDING 
says.  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  it, b u t  I d o n ' t  d i s p u t e  it. A s  t o  my 
having t o l d  him not  t o  put  it about ,  it must have been--
here I am t a l k i n g  t o  myself--that Colonel HENDERSON t o l d  me 
t h e  same t h i n g  and I j u s t  passed it on. T h a t ' s  how I-f e e l  
about it. 

Q You r e a l i z e ,  M r .  BLACKLEDGE, your testimony is  
simply i n c r e d i b l e .  

A. I d o n ' t  f e e l  i t ' s  i n c r e d i b l e  a t  a l l ,  sir.  Colonel 
HENDERSON could have e a s i l y  t o l d  me t h a t .  I don ' t s e e  why 
you f e e l  t h a t  i t ' s  i n c r e d i b l e .  

Q 0 I t ' s  i n c r e d i b l e  t h a t  'you have no r e c o l l e c t i o n  of 
t h i s .  

A .  W e l l ,  I c e r t a i n l y  d o n ' t .  A s  I say ,  it would have 
been r a t h e r  f o o l i s h  of me t o  say t h a t  t h e s e  a r e  n o t  my 
i n i t i a l s .  They a r e .  They d e f i n i t e l y  a r e .  But without  
looking a t  my i n i t i a l s  and t e l l i n g  me t h a t  I had seen  t h i s  
be fo re ,  you could have t o l d  m e  u n t i l  you were b lue  i n  t h e  
face  and I wouldn ' t  have be l ieved it. I c a n ' t  d i s p u t e  my 
own i n i t i a l s .  But as t o  t h e  s u b j e c t  mat ter  involved h e r e ,  
I personal ly  f e e l  myself t h a t  t h e  colonel  gave me t h e  t h i n g  
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t o  have it typed ,  "Give it t o  one of  your  people  t o  t ype  
because i t ' s  c l a s s i f i e d  and I d o n ' t  want anybody else t o  
t ype  i t . "  I handed it t o  Se rgean t  GERBERDING who typed i t ,  
d i spac t ched  i t ,  and a f i l e  copy w a s  e v i d e n t a l l y  h e l d  by 
m e ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  I looked a t  it t h a t  c a r e f u l l y .  

MR MACCRATE: Now Colonel  BLACKLEDGE, l e t ' s  review what 
you've t o l d  u s  and p u t  t h i s  i n t o  a l i t t l e  p e r s p e c t i v e .  
You t e l l  us t h a t  you r e c e i v e d  a r e p o r t  a s  t o  t h e  k i l l i n g  
of a l a r g e  number of  people  i n  t h i s  ve ry  a r e a ,  t h e n  you 
r e c e i v e  a second r e p o r t  t o  t h e  same e f f e c t .  You t a l k  t o  t h e  
commanding o f f i c e r  of  t h e  b r i g a d e  about  bo th  of t h o s e  and 
you remember t hose .  Then he hands you a  handwr i t t en  l e t t e r  
r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e s e  very m a t t e r s  and you s a y ,  "Oh, I d i d n ' t  
pay much a t t e n t i o n  t o  i t . "  S i r ,  t h a t  i s  i n c r e d i b l e .  I t  
zeroes  r i g h t  i n  on your  own r e c o l l e c t i o n s  of  what was g iven  
t o  you. 

A. A s  a m a t t e r  of f a c t  it r e p e a t s  my tes t imony.  A s  
a matter of  f a c t ,  t h a t ' s  what I ' m  s ay ing  he re .  Well,  l e t ' s  
see, "Son Tinh a i s t r i c t  c h i e f  d i d  n o t  g i v e  t h e  a l l e g a t i o n s  
any importance" and "making such a l l e g a t i o n s  was a common 
t h i n g . "  This  p a r t  f i t s  r i g h t  i n  w i t h  what he t o l d  me. But 
t h e  o t h e r  p a r t  h e r e ,  t h a t ' s  propaganda r i g h t  t h e r e .  This  
p a r t  r i g h t  h e r e ,  " D i s t r i c t  c h i e f  proceeded t o  i n t e r v i e w  t h e  
Son My v i l l a g e  c h i e f  and g o t  t h e  same in fo rma t ion . "  I d o n ' t  
know whose s t a t emen t  t h i s  i s ,  b u t  any r a t e  t h e  l e t t e r  seems 
t o  s ay  t h e  same t h i n g  a s  what t h e  b r igade  commander t o l d  me. 
"1t is  concluded t h a t  2 0  noncombatants were i n a d v e r t e n t l y  
k i l l e d  when caught  i n  t h e  a r e a  p r e p a r a t o r y  and i n  t h e  f i r e s ,  
t h e  c r o s s  f i r e s - - I t  i s  f u r t h e r  concluded t h a t  no c i v i l i a n s  
w e r e  g a t h e r e d  t o g e t h e r  and s h o t , "  and t h a t  t h e  a l l e g a t i o n  
w a s  obvious ly  VC propaganda. T h a t ' s  what he t o l d  me. 

Q r  Now t o  whom i s  t h a t  r e p o r t  addressed? 

A. To d i v i s i o n .  

Q- And your  p r i o r  t es t imony was t h e  d i v i s i o n  was 
looking  i n t o  it. Now h e r e  you have your commanderown 
handing you a l e t t e r ,  and you g i v e  it t o  Sergeant  
GERBERDING t o  r e t a i n  f o r  f i l e  where it i s  n o t  d i v i s i o n ,  
b u t  a b r i g a d e  commanding o f f i c e r  who i s  s t a t i n g  t h a t  he 
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has  examined it and i s  making a r e p o r t  on t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
t o  the d i v i s i o n  commander. Doesn't  any of t h i s  f i t  i n t o  
anything t h a t  you can r e c a l l  a t  t h a t  time? You've g o t  
two i n c l o s u r e s  t h e r e .  You t o l d  us previous ly ,  before  you 
saw the  f i l e  copies  with your own i n i t i a l s  on it, t h a t . y o u  
never saw those  i n c l o s u r e s  before .  Are you s t i l l  t h a t  
c e r t a i n  t h a t  you never  saw those  i n c l o s u r e s  before?  

A. Obviously I c a n ' t  be.  There were, a s  f a r  a s  I can 
t e l l ,  it says r i g h t  on t h e  l e t t e r ,  two i n c l o s u r e s ,  and r i g h t  
t h e r e ,  they  were c e r t a i n l y  a t t ached  when they  came on 
forward. But I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  them. Now l e t  me say tha t - -  

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  How mechanically could t h i s  have 
been done without  you being i n t i m a t e l y  aware o f ,  and 
f a m i l i a r  wi th ,  each and every s t e p ?  

A. I took no p a r t  i n  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  whatsoever. 

Q- I ' m  t a l k i n g  about t h e  p repara t ion  of t h i s  l e t t e r  
and i t s  d ispa tch .  Here you were t h e  one t h a t  says t o  
Sergeant GERBERDING, "Keep t h i s ,  keep it on a c o n f i d e n t i a l  
bas i s . "  And be l i eve  me, he d i d  keep it on a c o n f i d e n t i a l  
b a s i s .  He t o l d  us  how he p u t  it i n t o  h i s  desk drawer and 
i n  a s p e c i a l  envelope because of what you t o l d  him. Now 
h e ' s  r e t a i n e d  t h i s ,  keeping t h e s e  papers t o g e t h e r ,  t o g e t h e r  
with some o t h e r  papers  and t h i s  l e t t e r  with i n c l o s u r e s  i s  
brought toge the r  and d ispa tched t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander, 
we a re  t o l d ,  i n  an eyes-only envelope, f o r  t h e  eyes of t h e  
commanding genera l  only.  Now does t h a t  r e f r e s h  your 
r e c o l l e c t i o n ?  I b e l i e v e  it was Sergeant GERBERDING's  
testimony t h a t  it went i n t o  two envelopes,  an i n n e r  and an 
o u t e r ,  and it was addressed--

A. A l l  c l a s s i f i e d  m a t e r i a l s  has t o  go i n  an enveloped 
stamped and then  another  one. 

Q. But i n  t h i s  case it was eyes only. 

10: The eyes only would be stamped- on t h e  o u t s i d e  
envelope. Conf iden t i a l  would be on t h e  i n s i d e .  

A. There again ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  it, and i t ' s  unusual 
enough t o  where I r e a l l y  should. I ' l l  have t o  agree wi th  
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you on t h a t .  W e  d o n ' t  send t h a t  much .eyes only t o  t h e  
. . 

d i v i s i o n  commander. 

MR MACCRATE: Well t h i s  has indeed been the  testi.mony, 
t h a t  t h i s  was a r a r e  th ing .  I n  f a c t  we've had testimony 
from one person who thought t h a t  it was t h e  only  time he 
remembered an eyes only communication. 

A. W e l l ,  when I was here  i n  December, General PEERS 
s t a r t e d  me back on t h e  road toward r e c o l l e c t i n g  something 
about t h a t  when he mentioned a f o l d e r  t h a t  t h e  colonel  had 
given t o  me t o  be he ld ,  which he took o u t  a t  i n t e r v a l s  about 
t h a t  same time. He d i d n ' t  i n v i t e  me t o  look i n ' t h e  f o l d e r  
and t h e r e f o r e  I d i d n ' t .  However, when it came down t o  
a c t u a l l y  p repar ing  t h i s  r e p o r t  which went forward, I ' m  
n o t  r e a l l y  c e r t a i n  t h a t  i f  I d i d  see  t h i s ,  even i f  I had 
r e c a l l e d  it, which obviously I d i d n ' t .  But i f  I had r e c a l l e d  
it, I would have married it up wi th  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h i s  was 
t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t h a t  t h e  colonel  was t a l k i n g  about when 
he mentioned t h e  d i v i s i o n  was looking i n t o  it. Although 
he l a t e r  t o l d  me t h a t  he had spoken w i t h - d i v i s i o n ,  no t  with 
d i v i s i o n ,  b u t  wi th  t h e  d i s t r i c t  ch ie f  on t h e  m a t t e r  him- 
s e l f .  

10: D i s t r i c t  o r  province? 

A. I b e l i e v e  he s a i d  d i s t r i c t .  

COL FRANKLIN: Colonel BLACKLEDGE, you g e t  a l o t  of 
propaganda. Everybody t h a t  has  come has t o l d  us t h e r e  
were g r e a t  q u a n t i t i e s  of t h i s  s t u f f ,  comes i n  s t a c k s  
every day. Now why d i d  you t a k e  these--you d i d n ' t  have 
t h a t  much time wi th  Colonel HENDERSON. You as  a 
s t a f f  o f f i c e r ,  you d i d n ' t  spend a l o t  of t ime i n  l i g h t  
t a l k  with Colonel HENDERSON. When you went t h e r e  t o  see  
Colonel HENDERSON, you had t o  have your s t u f f  i n  o rde r .  
And y e t  you t o l d  both t imes ,  these  propaganda poop 
s h e e t s  which you remember very wel l .  You p u l l e d  them from 
g r e a t  s t a c k s  and took them t o  ColoneJ HENDERSON. Why? 

A. Because those  s t a c k s  normally t a l k e d  about such 
and such a VC u n i t  was seen h e r e ,  such and such a team of 
propagandists  moved from one p lace  t o  another  p l a c e ,  o r  it 
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i s  a l l e g e d  t h a t  a c e r t a i n  personage i n  t h e  VC was going to  
conduct a meeting a t  another  p lace ,  a t  c e r t a i n  t ime and 
on and on. This  is  t h e  k ind  of t h i n g  t h a t ' s  used t o  move 
your t roops  about. Well, it j u s t  d i d n ' t  happen t h a t  way. 
W e  rece ived  i n t e l l i g e n c e  r e p o r t s  which a l l e g e d  t h a t  
American t roops  had gone o u t  and k i l l e d  . people.. 

Q. You've g o t  a l l  s o r t s  of r e p o r t s ,  you've g o t  l o t s  
of r e p o r t s  t h a t  Americans had k i l l e d  people. Didn ' t  you, 
i n  f a c t ,  t a k e  t h a t  t o  Colonel HENDERSON because you and Major 
MCKNIGHT and Colonel HENDERSON and o t h e r  people had 
expressed concern previous ly  over  t h e  r e s u l t s  of t h e  16  
March opera t ion  a s  r epor ted  by Task Force Barker? There 
was a doubt i n  your mind and t h e r e  was a doubt i n  o t h e r  
minds and t h e r e  was t a l k  around t h a t  headquar ters  about 
Task Force Barker ' s  ope ra t ions?  Did t h a t  have anything 
t o  do with perhaps why you might s i n g l e  o u t  those  docu- 
ments, t ake  them t o  co lone l  HENDERSON? 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any such t a l k .  Not only  t h a t ,  
b u t  I s i n g l e d  them o u t  and took them t o  Colonel HENDERSON 
because I married them up with t h e  f a c t  t h a t  we had t roops  
i n  t h e  a r e a  a t  t h e  same time t h a t  t h e  a l l e g a t i o n s  s a i d  
t h a t  t h i s  had occurred.  So obviously,  they  were t a l k i n g  
about t roops  from our  br igade .  

Q. You had a huge A0 i n  t h e  Americal. Every s i n g l e  
time t h a t  t h e r e  was an a t r o c i t y  o r  something mentioned o r  
i n  t h e  11th  Brigade A 0  you got  one of t h e s e  poop s h e e t s ,  d i d  
you t ake  it t o  Colonel HENDERSON, every one t h a t  r e f e r r e d  
t o  a hamlet o r  v i l l a g e  i n  your AO? 

A. This  i s  t h e  only  t i m e . t h a t  I can r e c a l l  an 
a t r o c i t y  be ing  given as of a . d a t e  ' and p lace .  Right,  w e '  
go t  a good d e a l  of propaganda t h a t  says ,  i n  qznera l  terms, 
"Americans k i l l  innocent  c i v i l i a n s  with '  t h e i r  guns and d o n ' t  
watch where t h e y ' r e  f i r i n g , "  s o  on and s o  f o r t h .  But t h i s  
one s a i d  i n  such and such day and such and such a place',  
t roops  k i l l e d  t h a t  many people.  Now t h a t  was way o u t  of 
t h e  ord inary .  That wasn ' t  an everyday t h i n g  by any means. 

0- This  r e p o r t  he re ,  Colonel HENDERSON gave you, 
t o l d  you it w a s  c o n f i d e n t i a l .  Now most s t a f f  o f f i c e r s  have 
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a tendency w i t h  something l i k e  t h i s  t o  r ead  it. I n  
p a r t i c u l a r  w e  know you, by t a l k i n g  t o  w i t n e s s e s ,  your 
c h a r a c t e r ,  t h e  way you ope ra t e .  W e  know Colonel  HENDERSON. 
W e  know aga in  t h a t  you d i d n ' t  t a k e  Colonel  HENDERSON poor 
s t a f f  work. W e  know t h a t  Sergeant  GERBERDING, when he  
r ead  t h i s ,  had it t o r n  up and redone.  I t  w a s n ' t  done 
p r o p e r l y .  W e  know t h a t  Sergeant  GERBERDING d i d  n o t  t a k e  
it t o  Colonel  HENDERSON f o r  s i g n a t u r e ,  you d i d .  I just 
d o n ' t  b e l i e v e ,  Colene l  BLACKLEDGE, t h a t  you would t a k e  a 
c o n f i d e n t i a l  document--this i s n ' t  addressed  t o  d i v i s i o n ,  
t h i s  i s  addressed  t o  t h e  commanding g e n e r a l ,  and s igned  
by t h e  b r i g a d e  commander. You're n o t  about  t o  t a k e  a 
p i e c e  of paper  of  t h i s  s e n s i t i v i t y  t o  Colonel  HENDERSON, 
t h i s  o r  any o t h e r  t i m e ,  w i thou t  you r e a d i n g  it f i r s t .  
Did you e v e r  g i v e  him a p i e c e  o f  paper  f o r  t h e  commanding 
g e n e r a l  t h a t  you were r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r ,  t h a t  you d i d n ' t  
r ead?  

A. Very u n l i k e l y .  And a s  I s a y ,  I f e e l  now, having 
seen  my i n i t i a l s  on t h e r e ,  t h a t  I must have r ead  it. However 
it s a y s  j u s t  about  what t h e  c o l o n e l  t o l d  m e .  

Q. Would you be confus ing  what you r ead  and what you 
t a l k e d  about  w i t h  what he t o l d  you. Would you be confus ing  
r ead ing  t h i s  l e t t e r  w i th  t h i n k i n g  t h a t  he t o l d  you t h a t ?  

A. No, I know t h a t  he t o l d  me. The f a c t  t h a t  he 
p u t  i n  t h e  r e p o r t  would have on ly  t o l d  me t h a t  what he 
t o l d  m e  he w a s  a l s o  w i l l i n g  t o  t e l l  t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander. 
But I ' l l  t e l l  you something e l s e .  I d i d  n o t  marry t h i s  up 
w i t h  t h e  r e p o r t  of  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t h a t  was d i r e c t e d  by d i v i s i o n .  
I n  f a c t  I thought  t h a t  d i v i s i o n  w a s  conduct ing an i n v e s t i -
g a t i o n  r i g h t  t h e r e .  I n  o t h e r  words it was going from Son 
Tinh area r i g h t  i n t o  Chu La i .  I n  f a c t  Duc Pho was f u r t h e r  
t h a n  Chu L a i ,  d i v i s i o n  headqua r t e r s  from Son Tinh,  a s  you 
probably know now. 

Q- You d i d n ' t  marry it up when, when you r ead  it t h e  
f i r s t  t ime i n  Vietnam o r  he re?  ' 

A. N e i t h e r  p l a c e .  When I r e a d  it h e r e  i n  December, 
I d i d  r ead  it i n  December, I f e l t  t h a t  t h i s  was an independ-
e n t  r e p o r t ,  t h a t  Colonel  HENDERSON w a s  w r i t i n g  it a s  a f e e d e r  
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t o  d i v i s i o n  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  I n  o t h e r  words, t h i s  i s  what 
w e  found o u t  i n  t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade and whatever  a l l  you 
people  are doing  up t h e r e ,  w e l l ,  you f i n d  o u t  whatever  
you can about  it. 

MR MACCRATE: M r .  BLACKLEDGE, i f  you look a t  t h e  document 
t h a t  has  i n c l o s u r e  1 w r i t t e n  on it ,  which i s  t h e  green  s h e e t  
h e r e ,  o r  h e r e  you have ano the r  copy of it, t h e  two are 
s imilar ,  you n o t e  i n  t h e  f i r s t  paragraph it r e f e r s  t o  a 
l e t t e r  of  11 A p r i l ,  do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of  hav ing  
seen  such a l e t t e r ?  

A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t .  

Q. I ' d  l i k e  t o  show you a l e t t e r  from L ieu tenan t  
TAN, t h e  d i s t r i c t . c h i e f  of  son Tinh D i s t r i c t  t o  Colonel  
K H I E N  t h e  p rov ince  c h i e f  o f - Q u a n g  Ngai Province ,  d a t e d  11 
A p r i l  1968. That  i s  t h e  ~ i e t n a m e s e  t e x t ,  and i f  you t u r n  
over  t h e  Eng l i sh  t r a n s l a t i o n  you w i l l  s e e  t h a t  t h i s  i s  t h e  
document, c o p i e s  o f  which went t o  t h e  2d ARVN D i v i s i o n  
h e a d q u a r t e r s ,  t o  MACV, Quang Ngai S e c t o r ,  t h e  U.S. a d v i s o r ,  
Son Tinh s u b s e c t o r ,  c o u r t e s y  copy. And y o u ' l l  n o t i c e  a l s o  
t h a t  it b o r e  t h e  stamp on t h e  o r i g i n a l  of t o p  p r i o r i t y .  I ' d  
l i k e  you t o  r e a d  t h e  l e t t e r  p l e a s e .  

Have you had a chance t o  r ead  t h e  l e t t e r ?  

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I have r e a d  t h e  l e t t e r .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  having seen  t h a t  l e t t e r  be fo re?  

A. No, sir. 

Q. You r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  you unders tood t h e  
ARVN w e r e  conduc t ing  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  Y e s  s i r ,  t h a t  i s  what I w a s  t o l d  t h a t  
day. S ince  w e  had a l r e a d y  l e f t  t h e  a r e a  and w e  were n o t  o u t  
i n  t h e  area a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  it was be ing  t u r n e d  o v e r  t o  t h e  
Vietnamese a u t h o r i t i e s  f o r  them t o  look i n t o ,  and t h a t  
t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f  d i d n ' t  p u t  much s tock  i n t o  it. But i f  
t h i s  l e t t e r  i s  from t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f ,  it j u s t  d o e s n ' t  f i t  
a t  a l l  w i t h  what I was t o l d .  
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A. Is t h i s  t h e  e n t i r e  subs tance  r i g h t  h e r e ?  

Q* T h a t ' s  t h e  cover ing  memorandum. Then i f  y o u ' l l  
t u r n  y o u ' l l  s e e  t h e  Vietnamese of t h a t  document, t h e n  y o u ' l l  
s e e  a copy, a s l i g h t l y  d i f f e r e n t  t e x t ,  b u t  i n  g e n e r a l  t h e  
same Vietnamese propaganda t h a t  you 've  a l r e a d y  examined, 
which w a s  a p a r t  of  E x h i b i t  R-5. Then you see t h i s  le t ter  
of 11 A p r i l  from t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f  t o  t h e  p rov ince  c h i e f ,  
and you n o t i c e  t h e  handwr i t t en  n o t a t i o n  t h a t  appears  on 
t h e  t o p  s h e e t  i n  t r a n s l a t i o n  on t h e  Vietnamese, i t ' s  o v e r  
on t h e  l e f t  hand s i d e .  I t ' s  t r a n s l a t e d  "Quang Ngai S e c t o r ,  
review t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  I f  t h e r e  i s  no th ing  t o  it have 
t h e  d i s t r i c t  r e c t i f y  a r e p o r t .  I f  it i s  t r u e  l i n k  up wi th  
t h e  America1 Div i s ion  t o  have t h i s  s topped ."  Now, j u s t  
s o  t h a t  you can see t h e  p r o g r e s s  of  t h i s - -

A. That  w a s  a l l  w r i t t e n  by General  TOAN? 

Q= Then Colone l ,  now General  TOAN. Now, I show you 
M-32 which i s  a message £rom, o r  on beha l f  o f  Colonel  TOAN 
of 15 A p r i l  1968 t o  Quang Ngai S e c t o r .  That  would be 
Colonel  K H I E N ,  p rov ince  c h i e f ;  Sub jec t : "Report  t h a t  an 
American Uni t  Operat ion a t  Son My V i l l a g e  on 1 6  March 1968 
where n e a r  500 C i v i l i a n s  were Assembled, Shot  and K i l l e d .  
Request S e c t o r  conduct  ano the r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  i n  e v e n t  
r e p o r t  i s  n o t  t r u e  i n s t r u c t  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  t o  r e c t i f y  
t h e  above r e p o r t ,  i f  c o r r e c t  r e p o r t  t o  G2, 2d Div is ion ;  -
t h i s  headqua r t e r s  w i l l  i n t e r v e n e .  " 

A. T h a t ' s  a n o t h e r  one I never  saw, sir.  

Q- W e l l ,  do  you remember Colonel  HENDERSON t e l l i n g  
you anyth ing  about  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t h a t  t h e  2d ARVN 
Div i s ion  was c a r r y i n g  o u t ?  

A. H e  t o l d  me t h a t  it had been p l a c e d  i n t o  V i e t -
namese channe ls .  I n  o t h e r  words t h e  Vietnamese a u t h o r i -  
t i es  were l ook ing  i n t o  t h e  matter. 

Q. Now, Se rgean t  GERBERDING has  t o l d  us t h a t  among 
t h e  papers  you gave t o  him w a s  a d i r e c t i v e  from General  
KOSTER t o  Colonel  HENDERSON, t o  which he b e l i e v e s  t h e r e  
was a t t a c h e d  a copy of t h i s  E x h i b i t  M-34,  t h i s  l e t t e r  of 
11 Apr i l .  Y o u ' l l  n o t i c e  i n  Colonel  HENDERSON'S r e p o r t  
he r e f e r s  t o  i n c l o s u r e  1, and i n  i n c l o s u r e  1 w e  f i n d  a 
r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h i s  ve ry  l e t t e r  of  11 Apr i l .  Now, does  any 
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of t h i s  t h a t  we've shown you i n  any way r e f r e s h  your r eco l -
l e c t i o n  a s  t o  what was s a i d  t o  you by Colonel HENDERSON a t  
t h i s  t ime? 

A. S i r ,  it does no t .  Everything t h a t  I have a l ready 
t o l d  you concerning my conversa t ions  with Colonel HENDERSON 
on t h e  ma t t e r  a r e  t o  t h e  b e s t  of my r e c o l l e c t i o n .  Having 
seen my own i n i t i a l s  on t h i s  r e p o r t ,  obviously I go t  t o  s e e  
t h i s ,  a t  l e a s t  t h i s  p a r t  of it. I f  it was t h e  same m a t e r i a l  
t h a t  he had i n  t h i s  t h i n g  he was g iv ing  t o  me f o r  safekeep-
ing from time t o  time and then took back, i t ' s ,  we l l  I s o r t  
of have a h a b i t  of no t  t r y i n g  t o  poke my nose i n t o  o t h e r  
peoples bus iness .  

Q Well now, M r .  BLACKLEDGE, h e r e  w e  have documents 
t h a t  a r e  be ing  prepared f o r  submission t o  t h e  commanding 
general .  Colonel HENDERSON d i d n ' t  type h i s  own l e t t e r s .  

A. I agree .  

Q. He gave you; we understand,  a handwri t ten l e t t e r  
t o  be retyped.  The enclosures  t o  t h e  1e t t e r  had t o  be pre-
pared. This  would have had t o  have been done by someone 
f o r  Colonel HENDERSON. 

A. I ' m  wondering where he g o t  t h e s e  enclosures .  
This one r i g h t  here .  I s t i l l  d o n ' t  know whose s tatement  
t h a t  is .  

I0: W e ' l l  show you i n  j u s t  a moment. 

A. This  r i g h t  he re  the  i n c l o s u r e  2 ,  would have f a i l e d  
t o  e x c i t e  m e  a t  a l l .  

MR MACCRATE: But inc losure  1 c e r t a i n l y  would, because it 
r e f e r s  t o  a l e t t e r  of 11 Apr i l  and one doesn ' t  see t h e  l e t t e r  
of 11 Apr i l .  

A. W e l l  n o t  only t h a t ,  b u t  i t  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  the  v i l -
l age  c h i e f ,  even a s  of t h i s  d a t e ,  seemed t o  f e e l  t h a t  t h i s  
t h i n g  had a c t u a l l y  occurred. Not given much importance by 
t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f .  

10: Did he exp la in  no t  given much importance, Colonel 
BLACKLEDGE, d i d  he  exp la in  what t h a t  meant? Does t h a t  t o  
you mean t h a t  t h e  information i s  n o t  v a l i d  o r  h e - j u s t  c a n ' t  
be l i eve  i n  i t ?  
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A. W e l l ,  f i r s t  of a l l  I d o n ' t  type  myself ,  and I 
know damn w e l l  I d i d n ' t  re type  t h a t ,  nor  d i d  I e v e r  s e e  
it before .  Now you allow t h a t  my i n i t i a l s  on it t h a t  says 
I d i d  t h a t  too ,  i n  which case I ' l l  have t o  pu t  my hands 
out  and l e t  you pu t  the  vanacles  on, b u t  I have no reco l -
l e c t i o n  whatsoever of t h a t  s ta tement .  My only knowledge 
of Captain RODRIGUEZ i s  very,  very dim, t h a t  he was f o r  
some l i t t l e  time o u t  t h e r e  a t  Son Tinh, and i f  you asked 
me f o r  h i s  name I c o u l d n ' t  have provided it t o  you, i t ' s  
only t h e  f a c t  t h a t  you t o l d  me t h a t  I even knew it a t  
a l l .  

Q. Well we have no reason t o  be l i eve  t h a t  Captain 
RODRIGUEZ walked t h i s  over  t o  t h e  11th  Brigade a t  Duc Pho. 
We have every reason t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  a number 
of people t h a t  were aware of p r e c i s e l y  what went on i n  t h i s  
s i t u a t i o n .  

A. Well, I ' m  a f r a i d  I ' m  n o t  one of them, sir.  I ' m  
a f r a i d  I ' m  not .  

Q- Well M r .  BLACKLEDGE, your d e n i a l  of any reco l l ec -  
t i o n ' o f  a l e t t e r  t h a t  bears  your i n i t i a l s  and comes o u t  of 
your f i l e ,  your s ta tement  t h a t  you d o n ' t  r e c a l l  something 
i s  no t  t e r r i b l y  convincing. 

A. I c a n ' t  do any more than t e l l  t h e  t r u t h ,  s ir .  I 
s a i d  t h a t  when I f i r s t  came i n ,  and I s a i d  it back i n  Decem- 
be r ,  and I ' l l  say i t  again now. You may accuse me of s t u p i -
d i t y  o r  poor memory but  n o t  of t r y i n g  t o  hide something t h a t  
I knew t o  be t r u e ,  t h a t  I wanted t o  h e l p  somebody e l s e  h i d e ,  
t h a t  I d i d n ' t  do. I t ' s  a  ma t t e r  of f a c t  I ' d  have been only 
t o  happy t o  hang any and a l l  g u i l t y  p a r t i e s  t h a t  had any- 
t h i n g  t o  do wi th  anything l i k e  what has been a l l e g e d ,  and 
I s a i d  t h a t  back i n  December too ,  never r e a l i z i n g  t h a t  I 
was going t o  one of them a t  one time o r  another ,  a t  l e a s t  
accused t o  be one of them, 

Q. Not only i s  t h e r e  t h e  ques t ion  of t h e  event  t h a t  
took p l a c e ,  b u t  what we're  now focusing upon i s  t h e  inves- 
t i g a t i o n  with r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  e v e n t ,  r e p o r t s  made. The in-  
v e s t i g a t i o n  t h a t  a t  t h a t  time proceeded and we come t o  a 
s i g n i f i c a n t  document out  of your f i l e ,  and you t e l l  us ,  
"I j u s t  d o n ' t  r e c a l l , "  d e s p i t e  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  you do r e c a l l  
f e e l i n g  s u f f i c i e n t l y  concerned about t h i s .  Being s u f f i c i e n t l y  
aware of what it was you were concerned about ,  namely t h e  
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t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  o f  Task Force  Barker  on t h i s  day ,  you took 
two p i e c e s  of  propaganda t o  t h e  commanding o f f i c e r  of  t h e  
11 th  Brigade.  Then you come and say  t h a t  when your  comrnan-
d ing  o f f i c e r  p r e p a r e s  a r e p o r t  on t h a t  you j u s t  have no . . 

r e c o l l e c t i o n  o f  it? 

A. W e l l ,  s i r ,  a l l  I can say  i n  r e b u t t a l  i s  t h a t  i f  
I had been involved  and i f  I had known t h a t  t h i s  would'  
happen I'm a f r a i d  I ' d  have a  ha rd  t ime s i t t i n g  h e r e  i n  
December and looking  General  PEERS i n  t h e  eye and t e l l i n g  
him a l l  t h e  t h i n g s  I d i d  w i t h  what t o  me was a  p r e t t y  
c l e a r  consc ience .  I walked i n  h e r e  t h e  same way today ,  
wi th  t h e  same c l e a r  conscience.  A s  a  m a t t e r  o f  f a c t  I ' v e  
g o t  it r i g h t  now, because a l though  I h a v e n ' t  convinced 
you t h a t  I ' m  n o t  i nvo lved ,  I know i n  my own s e l f  t h a t  
I ' m  no t .  I ' v e  heard  of  innocent  people  going t o  t h e  
gal lows b e f o r e ,  and I may be one of t h e  many, b u t  I ' l l  
never  be a b l e  t o  t e l l  you anyth ing  d i f f e r e n t  t han  I have 
a l r eady .  

Q. L e t  m e  ask  you a ve ry  d i r e c t  q u e s t i o n ?  

A. . Y e s ,  sir. 

Q- Do you t h i n k  Colonel  HENDERSON played  t r i c k s  on 
you w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  p r e p a r a t i o n  of t h i s  r e p o r t ?  Do you 
t h i n k  t h a t  he gave a l i t t l e  p i e c e  t o  one person  and gave 
ano the r  p i e c e  t o  ano the r  and t h a t  he s o r t  of mar r i ed  t h i s  
t h i n g  t o g e t h e r  behind your back? I mean, t h i s  i s  t h e  on ly  
a l t e r n a t i v e ,  as I see it, t o  what y o u ' r e  s ay ing .  

A. W e l l  l e t  m e  s ay  what I t h i n k  about  t h a t ,  sir.  To 
me Colonel  HENDERSON was a tremendous commander, a man I 
admired. I knew I could  never  measure up t o  h i s  a b i l i t y  
a s  a--many, many f i c l . d s ,  he has  a mind l i k e  a s t e e l  t r a p .  
I s t i l l  have t h e  same f e e l i n g  about  him, I c a n ' t  change 
t h a t .  H e  w a s n ' t  t h e  k ind  of  person  t o  do t h a t ,  and no,  
I d o n ' t  t h i n k  he d i d  t h a t .  On t h e  o t h e r  hand, I do know 
t h a t  I w a s n ' t  i n v i t e d  t o  p a r t a k e  i n  conduct ing t h e  i n -  
v e s t i g a t i o n ,  i n  f a c t  d i d n ' t  even know t h a t  t h e  e n t i r e  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  w a s  be ing  done a t  b r i g a d e  l e v e l .  I do have 
a vague r e c o l l e c t i o n  of  t h i s  f o l d e r  t h a t  he  k e p t  handing 
t o  me ove r  a pe r iod  o f  t i m e ,  which I p r o p e r l y  s t u c k  away 
because he s a i d  it w e s  p r i v a t e .  

Q- Where d i d  you s t i c k  it away? I ' m  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  
t h a t .  
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A. W e l l ,  over  i n  t h e  co rne r  of t h e  t e n t  we had a  
r e g u l a r  c l a s s i f i e d  con ta ine r ,  a  f o u r  drawer, o r  f i v e  drawer 
s t e e l - -

Q - Safe? 

A. F i l e  c a b i n e t  with a t h r e e  p o s i t i o n  tumbler com-
b i n a t i o n  lock a t  t h e  time. 

MR MACCRATE: We t a l k e d  t o  t h e  f i l e  c l e r k s  from t h e  S2  
s e c t i o n  a t  b r igade ,  and we understand you had two con ta ine r s ,  
you had one f o r  s e c r e t ,  and another  f o r  c o n f i d e n t i a l ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  we d i d ,  yes .  

Q - Is t h a t  i n  accord with your r e c o l l e c t i o n ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  it was something l i k e  t h a t .  I know 
where we used t o  p u t  t h i s  one, I could draw a  p i c t u r e  of 
t h e  t e n t ,  and a s  we came i n  t o  t h e  t e n t ,  a  r e g u l a r  squad 
t e n t ,  GP medium. A s  we came i n  h e r e ,  Sergeant GERBERDING 
s a t  r i g h t  he re ,  and he had t h i s  f i l e  con ta ine r  i n  t h e  cor-
ner .  One reason we pu t  'them i n  t h e  corner  i s  because 
t h a t  w a s  r i g h t  over  t h e  s t rong  p a r t .  Af te r  a l l ,  t h e s e  were 
plywood-type t e n t s  f l o o r s ,  you t a k e  a 1,000 pound s a f e  and 
put  i n  t h e  c e n t e r  and t h e  t h i n g  i s  going to 'bow. So we 
t r i e d  t o  g e t  i n t o  a corner  of t h e  bu i ld ing ,  where t h e r e  
were s t r o n g  suppor ts  underneath. I r e c a l l  t h i s  i s  where, 
t h i s  one r i g h t  h e r e ,  i s  where we p u t  t h i s  f o l d e r .  

Q =  And i s  t h a t  t h e  one by-- 

A. ( In te rpos ing)  Well a c t u a l l y ,  it was a manila en-
velope, I keep c a l l i n g  it a f o l d e r ,  but  it was a  manila en- 
velope. 

10: I t  wasn ' t  an envelope t h a t  had "stickurn" and s o  
f o r t h  on it, b u t  it was j u s t  a  p l a i n  o l d  manila f o l d e r ?  

A. I r e c a l l  it t o  be an envelope, sir. It had a f l a p  
over  t h e  top. 

MR MACCRATE: But t h a t  wasn ' t  s tuck  closed? 

A. No, sir. It wasn ' t  because he took it ou t  and d i d  
a d d i t i o n a l  work i n  it from time t o  t ime. 
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Q- This  w a s  i n  t h e  s a f e  t h a t  was by Se rgean t  GERBER- 
D I N G ' S  desk?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  Not very  f a r  from it. 

Q =  And then--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  We had a b i g  map board r i g h t  down 
t h e  c e n t e r  of t h e  t e n t  and my desk was down a t  t h i s  end,  and 
my a s s i s t a n t  w a s  ove r  he re .  There was one more desk i n  h e r e  
f o r  a t y p i s t ,  r i g h t  h e r e .  

Q. And your  document NCO handled t h e  o t h e r  s a f e ,  log-
g i n g  i n  and o u t  t h e  s e c r e t  documents? 

A. I b e l i e v e  t h a t ' s  how we worked it g e n e r a l l y  speak- 
i n g ,  yes ,  sir. - .  

Q- Now can you t e l l  us about  t h e  s i z e  of t h i s  mani la  
envelope and what you would e s t i m a t e  t o  be t h e  c o n t e n t  of i t ?  

A. I t  was f a i r l y  t h i c k  i f  I r e c a l l ,  s i r .  I t  g o t  t o  
be about  a h a l f  i n c h  o r  b e t t e r  t h i c k ,  and it was l a r g e  enough 
t o  hold--well it was about  as long  a s  t h i s  and a l i t t l e  b i t  
h igher .  

(Witness i n d i c a t e d  about  t h e  s i z e  of  t h e  yel low 
t a b l e t  t h a t  w a s  i n  f r o n t  of him.) ' 

10: Did it have one of  t h e s e  t h i n g s  t h a t  had a wrap 
around, you know? 

A. No, s i r ,  it w a s  a s t a n d a r d  mani la  enve lope ,  w i t h  
a gummed--at l e a s t  t h a t ' s  what I r e c a l l .  

Q. Maybe i t ' s  one of  t h e s e  normal 8-by-10 f o l d e r s ,  
b u t  t h e y ' d  have a ha rd  t ime  p u t t i n g  a h a l f  i n c h  m a t e r i a l  
i n  it. There i s  ano the r  s i z e  t h a t ' s  about a l i t t l e  b i t  
l a r g e r .  

A. I r e c a l l  t h a t  it g o t  a l i t t l e  bu lky ,  n o t  t o  where 
it was--

Q- ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Did you e v e r  look i n t o  t h a t  a t  a l l ?  

A. NO, sir. 

Q- A r e  you s u r e  i t  w a s  k e p t  i n  t h a t  safe? 
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A. T h a t ' s  what I r e c a l l .  Now h e r e ' s  t h e  whole p o i n t ,  
sir. Now here  w e  a r e  t a l k i n g  about t h i s  t h i n g ,  we 're  attemp-
t i n g  t o  t i e  up t h i s  f o l d e r  with t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  A t  t h e  
t i m e  t h e  co lone l  t o l d  me t h e s e  were h i s  p r i v a t e  papers  and 
I w a s  t o  t ake  it and put  it away i n  safekeeping and g ive  it 
t o  him when he wanted it again.  T h a t ' s  e x a c t l y  what I d i d ,  
and f o r  a l l  I can t e l l - -

Q- How d i d  you g e t  it when you'd want i t ?  Would you 
walk over  t o  t h e  s a f e  and g e t  it, o r  would you ask Sergeant 
GERBERDING f o r  i t ?  

A. One o r  t h e  o t h e r ,  sir.  I f  he go t  it he 'd  hand 
it t o  me and I ' d  t a k e  it over  and g ive  it t o  t h e  colonel .  

a .  W e l l  he has  a d i f f e r e n t  r e c o l l e c t i o n  about where 
t h a t  f o l d e r  was f i l e d  than you have. 

A. Well t h a t ' s  why I ' m  wondering whether we ' r e  t a l k -  
ing  about t h e  same one, o r  no t .  Because t h e  colonel  had 
o t h e r  th ings  t h a t  he kept  t o  h imsel f ,  h i s  e f f i c i e n c y  r e p o r t s  
on people and ~ h i n g s  l i k e  t h a t ,  which he might have given 
m e ,  because I d i d n ' t  ask him when he gave me t h e  envelope 
and t o l d  me t o  p u t  it away, " S i r ,  what have you g o t  i n  here?" 

Q. You have on t h i s  one your i n i t i a l s  and f i l e .  

A. Y e s ,  sir. Yes, s i r ,  t h i s  is an e n t i r e l y  d i f f e r e n t  
mat ter .  

Q. Yes. 

A. But I c a n ' t  even t i e  up t h i s  with t h e  envelope 
I ' m  t a l k i n g  about.  

Q. GERBERDING i n d i c a t e d  i n  h i s  testimony t h a t  he wanted 
you t o  take  c a r e ,  and t h a t  you passed on t o  GERBERDING t h a t  
you wanted him t o  t ake  s p e c i a l  c a r e  of t h i s  and d i d n ' t  want 
t h i s  a mat t e r  of knowledge and s o  on. According t o  GERBERDING, 
he kep t  t h e  f i l e  on h i s  desk. He d i d n ' t  want it i n  t h e  s a f e  
where it would be a v a i l a b l e  t o  everybody, because of the  i n -  
s t r u c t i o n s  you had given him. 

A. Seems a s  though it would have been more open i n  
t h e  desk than it would have been i n  t h e  f i l e  c a b i n e t ,  be-
cause nobody e l s e  go t  i n  t h e  f i l e  c a b i n e t  bu t  me'and, you 
know, a couple of c l e r k s .  
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Q. Would any one of t h e s e  be t h e  t y p e  envelope you 
a r e  r e f e r r i n g  t o ?  

A. The type  I ' m  r e f e r r i n g  t o  i s  t h i s ,  whether  t h i s  
i s  t h e  s i z e  o r  n o t ,  b u t  it was t h i s  t ype  of envelope.  

Q. , O f f i c i a l  government envelope? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q - E i t h e r  8-by-10, o r  9-by-13, o r  - 1 4 .  

MR MACCRATE: When i s  t h e  l a s t  t i m e  t h a t  you recal l  s e e i n g  
such an envelope? 

A. To be t r u t h f u l  w i th  you s i r ,  it w a s  k e p t  i n  t h e r e  
ove r  a p e r i o d  of  t ime ,  and a s  f a r  a s  I knew I d o n ' t  t h i n k  
I had any occas ion  t o  go back t o  see i f  it was t h e r e  as o f  
t h e  t ime I l e f t  t h e  b r igade .  I n  f a c t  I know I had no occa- 
s i o n  t o  go back and look ,  I w a s n ' t  r e a l l y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  it. 

Q - When d i d  you l e a v e  t h e  b r igade?  

A.  I l e f t  i n  May t o  go on R&R,  and came back i n  e a r l y  
June expec t ing  t o  have o r d e r s  t o  go t o  Phu B a i .  However 
t h e r e  was something go ing  on t h e r e  a t  t h e  t i m e ,  and t h e y  
needed m e  f o r  an e x t r a  week o r  so .  I t h i n k  I s t a y e d  when I 
came back i n  June f o r  about  2 weeks be fo re  I f i n a l l y  went up 
t o  Phu B a i .  

Q. And then-- 

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  D u r i n g  t h a t  p e r i o d  I had no,  l e t ' s  
s e e  my a s s i s t a n t  took o v e r ,  began wi th  an S ,. .. German name. 

MR WALSH: SCHLEICHER? 

A. Y e s ,  Richard G. SCHLEICHER. 

10: Where d i d  he come from, 4/21?
. . . . 

A. W e l l  back i n  H a w a i i ,  he came i n  w i t h  t h e  M I  de tach-
ment. The M I  detachment was be ing  formed and he s t a r t e d  o u t  
a s  t h e  c h i e f  of t h e i r  C I  branch,  t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  i n v e s t i g a -  
t o r s .  However I needed an a s s i s t a n t  S2 a i r ,  and I asked him 
whether he 'd l i k e  t o  have t h e  job. He s a i d  h e  would, and 
even b e f o r e  w e  e v e r  went t o  Vietnam he was a l r e a d y  i n  t h e  
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s a d d l e  as t h e  S2 a i r .  And e v e n t u a l l y  he succeeded m e  a s  
t h e  S2 when I l e f t .  During t h i s  t i m e  he had been promoted 
t o  major. 

MR MACCRATE: youDuring an a c t i v e  o p e r a t i o n  where d i d  . . .  

s t a t i o n  y o u r s e l f ?  

A* Most of t h e  t i m e  I was back a t  b r i g a d e  headquar- 
ters. 

Q. I n  t h e  TOC a t  b r igade  headqua r t e r s?  

A. E i t h e r  i n  t h e  TOC, o r  i n  my o f f i c e ,  one o r  t h e  
o t h e r .  I f  it w a s  r i g h t  i n  t h e  middle of an o p e r a t i o n  I ' d  
be more i n c l i n e d  t o  be . i n  t h e  TOC, because sometimes t h i n g s  
t h a t  w e r e  coming a c r o s s  on t h e  r a d i o  were of i n t e l l i g e n c e  
i n t e r e s t  and I wanted t o  be s u r e  we p i cked  them up and r e -  
corded them p r o p e r l y .  Also I wanted t o  be a v a i l a b l e  i n  c a s e  
something deve loped  du r ing  t h e  e x c e r c i s e  t h a t  r e q u i r e d  my 
e f f o r t s .  

Q. So t h a t  on a  day such a s  16 March, where you had 
a major  o p e r a t i o n  going forward and you had t h e s e  f o r c e s  
going i n  on a i r  a s s a u l t s ,  your p o s i t i o n  would have been i n  
t h e  TOC? 

A. I w a s  n o t  r e q u i r e d  t o  be t h e r e .  I would have been 
t h e r e  more o f t e n  t h a n  n o t ,  b u t  t h e r e  were many days on which 
I was busy b u t ,  I always had an o f f i c e r  i n  t h e  TOC r ep re sen t -
ing.  I s h o u l d n ' t  s ay  t h a t ;  it w a s n ' t  always an o f f i c e r .  
Sometimes it was an NCO, b u t  t h e r e  w a s  always an S2 r ep re -
s e n t a t i v e  i n  t h e  TOC. So t h e r e f o r e  i f  something e l s e  was 
going on t h a t  I had t o  do,  l i k e  p r e p a r e  f o r  t h e  n e x t  opera-  
t i o n ,  it w a s  a m a t t e r  of  my s topp ing  by p e r i o d i c a l l y  and 
r ead ing  t h e  l i s t s  of  i n c i d e n t s  t h a t  had taken  p l a c e ,  ask ing  
how t h i n g s  were going and t h e n  I ' d  go back t o  my o t h e r  job. 

Q. I f  Se rgean t  GERBERDING w e r e  i n  t h e  TOC f o r  you when 
you came i n  h e  would g i v e  you an account  of  t h a t  which had 
gone on. 

A. Not on ly  t h a t ,  b u t  w e  had a s i t u a t i o n  map t h a t  
we k e p t  up a l l  t h e  t i m e  and it w a s  a matter of coming look- 
i n g  a t  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  map and then  look ing  a t  t h e  l i s t s  t h a t  
w e r e  p o s t e d  r i g h t  on t h e  w a l l  of r e p o r t s  and i n c i d e n t s  t h a t  
had occu r red  d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d .  
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MR WALSH: Where were you on 16 March, t h e  day of  t h i s  opera- 
t i o n ?  

A. I do n o t  r e c a l l .  I ' m  p r e t t y  s u r e  I was a t  b r igade  
h e a d q u a r t e r s ,  b u t  I c o u l d n ' t  go any f u r t h e r  t h a n  t h a t .  

Q. . T h i s  w a s  a p r e t t y  b i g  o p e r a t i o n  f o r  t h e  1 1 t h  
Brigade.  

A. W e  had a l o t  of  b i g  o p e r a t i o n s ,  one--well no use  
i n  going through a l l  them, b u t  we d i d  have a l o t  of  b i g  
o p e r a t i o n s  and of  cou r se  t h i s  one wouldn ' t  have been s i g -  
n i f i c a n t  u n t i l  w e  s t a r t e d  r e c e i v i n g  r e p o r t s  of  a  h igh  enemy 
k i l l .  

Q. When you r e c e i v e d  t h o s e  r e p o r t s ,  what do you re-
c a l l  about  your  d i s c u s s i o n s  about  them? 

I0: L e t  m e  see i f  I can c l a r i f y  t h a t  j u s t  a l i t t l e  b i t ,  
Colonel  BLACKLEDGE. Well j u s t  a l i t t l e  a f t e r  0830 C h a r l i e  
Company f o r  example, had a  body count  of 84 and by t h e  t i m e  
you add i n  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  c a s u a l t i e s  t h e r e  were 90. By t h i s  
t i m e  o v e r  i n  Bravo Company t h e y  had had a lmost  30 of  them 
a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  s o  a l l  from 0730 u n t i l  about  0900 w e ' r e  
t a l k i n g  about  120 dead VC. Now t h a t  ought t o  have perked 
up your e a r s  I shou ld  t h i n k .  T h a t ' s  what M r .  WALSH i s  a l l u -
d ing  t o ,  and I t h i n k  t h a t  would have p u t  you r i g h t  ove r  i n  
t h a t  TOC. 

A. S i r ,  I w i t h o u t  f e a r  about  be ing  t o o  f a r  i n  e r r o r  
I ' m  s u r e  I w a s  r a t h e r  e l a t e d  because n a t u r a l l y  whenever t h e r e  
was what appeared t o  be a s u c c e s s f u l  o p e r a t i o n  I would a t t empt  
t o ,  i n  my own mind, a t t r i b u t e  it ' t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e y  g o t  
good i n t e l l i g e n c e .  Whatever p a r t  we managed t o  p l a y  i n  pro- 
v i d i n g  t h a t  i n t e l l i g e n c e  and we had he lped  iz,g e t t i n g  a 
s u c c e s s f u l  o p e r a t i o n  underway, a s  f o r  any th ing  f u r t h e r  on 
t h a t ,  why of  course  I on ly  look forward t o  perhaps  o u t  of 
t h e  o p e r a t i o n  or even du r ing  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  a d d i t i o n a l  i n t e l -  
l i g e n c e  b e i n g  secured  which would cont inue  t h e  o p e r a t i o n .  

MR WALSH: Now w e  unders tand  t h e r e  w a s  an awful l o t  o f  con-
v e r s a t i o n  go ing  back and f o r t h  between Task Force Barker  
and t h e  l l t h  Brigade about  t h e s e  c a s u a l t i e s ,  how t h e y  
occur red .  What do  you r e c a l l  about t h a t ,  were you i n  t h e  TOC? 

A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t  recal l  t h o s e  conve r sa t ions  a s  t o  
how t h e  c a s u a l t i e s  had occu r red ,  a l though I t h i n k  t h a t  w e  
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always asked t h i s  very  ques t ion .  A f t e r  a l l  w e  w e r e  i n t e -
r e s t e d  i n  j u s t  e x a c t l y  how t h e  o p e r a t i o n  was t a k i n g  p l a c e ,  
whether it was gunships  t h a t  were doing it o r  t h e y  were 
coming up on a l o t  of people  t h a t  were a l r e a d y  k i l l e d  by long  
range f i r e s ,  o r  whether t hey  w e r e - - j u s t  e v e r y t h i n g  about 
an o p e r a t i o n .  

Q. Do you remember r e c e i v i n g  a r e p o r t  o f  69 VC 
k i l l e d  by ' a r t i l l e r y  f i r e ?  

A. Not s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  no. 

9. You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  it a t  a l l ?  How d i d  you t h i n k  
t h a t  t h e s e ,  a l l  o f  t h e s e  VC had been k i l l e d ?  

A. W e l l ,  i f  your going t o  show m e  a copy of  o u r  
TOC j o u r n a l  i t ' s  about a s  f a c t u a l  a s  I can g e t .  Of course  
I r ead  one eve ry  s i n g l e  day t h a t  I was t h e r e .  

Q- I ' m  t a l k i n g  about  t h e  r e p o r t s  t h a t  you hea rd  
a t  t h e  t ime ,  t i le  d i s c u s s i o n  on t h e s e ?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any p a r t i c u l a r  d i s c u s s i o n  a l though 
I ' m  s u r e  t h a t  w e  had some, and t h e  f i g u r e  of  69 due t o  a r -  
t i l l e r y  wouldn 't seem unusual .  

Q- Did it e v e r  happen a t  any o t h e r  t i m e  d u r i n g  your 
t o u r  i n  Vietnam? 

A. No, b u t  of course  t h a t  was r a t h e r  e a r l y  i n  my 
t o u r  when a l l  t h i s  occur red .  

COL FRANKLIN: I t  was h i g h l y  unusual .  You never  heard  of 
69 people  be ing  k i l l e d  by a r t i l l e r y .  How long  had you been 
i n  t h e  Army? 

A. W e l l  I was i n  t h e  Army f o r  a l i t t l e  ove r  21 y e a r s .  

Q. How many wars have you been i n ?  

A. That  w a s  t h e  f i r s t  one. 

Q. Have you e v e r  hea rd  a t  any t ime ,  p e r s o n a l  knowledge 
now, of  where 69 people  had been k i l l e d  by an a r t i l l e r y  prep?  

A. No, I c a n ' t  s a y  t h a t  I have. 
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Q- W e l l ,  it w a s  p r e t t y  unusual  t h e n ,  Colonel  BLACKLEDGE. 

MR MACCRATE: A t  0915 t h e  b r i g a d e  l o g  c a r r i e d  an e n t r y  i t e m  
53, Task Force  Barker TOC, C/1/20, 0900 hour s ,  g i v i n g  t h e  
coo rd ina t e s  of  My L a i  ( 4 ) .  The VC informed t h e  i n t e r p r e t e r  
t h a t  approximately 30 t o  40 VC depa r t ed  t h e  a r e a  go ing  
e a s t .  C/1/20 w i l l  move eas tward .  Now about 15 minutes  
l a t e r  b r i g a d e  l o g  had logged C h a r l i e  Company k i l l i n g  84 VC, 
69  by a r t i l l e r y .  Are you t e l l i n g  us t h i s  r a i s e d  no q u e s t i o n  
i n  your mind about t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e ,  about  f a c t u a l  b a s i s  f o r  
t h i s  claimed VC dead? You had 30 t o  40  of them d e p a r t i n g  
t h e  a r e a  before  t h e  combat a s s a u l t  and t h e n  you have a l l  o f  
t h e s e  people  k i l l e d  t h e r e  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  There were no 
q u e s t i o n s  r a i s e d  about  t h i s  you r e c a l l ?  

A. No, I d o n ' t ,  b u t  ' l e t  me t e l l  you what I would s a y  
about t h a t .  Many t i m e s  r e p o r t s  came t o  us o u t  of p rope r  
t iming.  We would g e t  r e s u l t s  b e f o r e  w e  would g e t  t h i n g s  
t h a t  occu r red  be fo re  t h e  r e s u l t s .  

Q- What I ' m  s a y i n g  i s  t h a t  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h e  t iming  
has  much t o  do wi th  i t ,  g i v e  o r  t a k e  an hour.  Th i s  i s  i n  
t h e  morning, t h i s  i s  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  and you l e a r n e d  t h a t  30 
o r  40 o f  them l e f t  t h e  v i l l a g e .  Then you have t h e s e  r e p o r t s  
of a l l  t h e s e  people  g e t t i n g  k i l l e d  t h e r e .  Did you i n q u i r e  
f o r  example what u n i t  t h e s e  w e r e  from, what i n t e l l i g e n c e  
d i d  t hey  have about  t h a t ?  

A. Most t i m e s  you c o u l d n ' t  t e l l  what u n i t  t h e  enemy 
c a s u a l t i e s  were from. I t  was ve ry  unusua l ,  even though 
you had people  l y i n g  t h e r e  dead,  t o  e v e r  f i n d  any th ing  on 
them. Although i f  t hey  were k i l l e d  i n  t h a t  q u a n t i t y  t h e r e  
would u s u a l l y  be somebody t h a t  had something on him which 
would i n d i c a t e  who he belonged t o ,  o r  what o r g a n i z a t i o n .  
A l o t  of  c a s e s  it might have been a r a t h e r  s m a l l  one,  l i k e  
a hamlet  o r  something l i k e  t h a t  u n i t ,  b u t  when you k i l l  
t h a t  many VC you normal ly  t h i n k i n g  i n  t e r m s  of--

COL FRANKLIN: ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Are you t h a t  s t u p i d  t o  make 
t h a t  s t a t emen t?  Now i f  you k i l l  c i v i l i a n s  it would be 
h i g h l y  unusual  t o  f i n d  any th ing ,  b u t  I b e l i e v e  t h e  expe r i ence  
i n  Vietnam i s  t h a t  when you g e t  i n  w i t h  a l o c a l  f o r c e  o r  NVA, 
o r  a main f o r c e  u n i t  and you k i l l  anywhere n e a r  t h e  q u a n t i t y  
of  69,  you g o t  s o  darn  much documentation you a r e  submerged i n  
it; wi th  d i a r i e s ,  and le t te rs ,  and t h e  r e s t  of t h i s  b u s i n e s s .  

A. T h a t ' s  r i g h t ,  i f  you ' r e  i n  a r e g u l a r  u n i t ,  t h a t ' s  
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c o r r e c t ,  you normally have a l o t  o f  s t u f f .  

MR WALSH: Did you g e t  any th ing  o u t  of t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  what w e  d i d .  I n  f a c t  t h a t ' s  one 
t h i n g  t h a t  I was t r y i n g  t o  g e t  when I went up t h e r e  w i t h  
t h e  c o l o n e l  i f  I r e c a l l ,  hoping t h a t  I would p i c k  up some 
documents and s o  on,  b u t  t hey  d i d n ' t  seem t o  have any. 

Q- Thi s  i s  on t h e  1 8 t h ,  when you went up t o  D o t t i e ?  

A. I ' m  n o t  r e a l l y  p o s i t i v e  what d a t e  it w a s ,  t h e  
o p e r a t i o n  w a s  s t i l l --

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  The d a t e  on which you went w i th  
t h e  c o l o n e l  t o  v i s i t  Captain  MEDINA? 

A. The d a t e  w e  dropped--

Q- ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Did you t a l k  t o  Capta in  KOTOUC about  
where t h e  docuinents were, o r  anybody else i n  Task Force 
Barker?  

A. Without remembering any conve r sa t ion ,  I ' m  s u r e  I 
asked f o r  whatever  documents t h e y  could  come up wi th .  

Q- W e l l ,  you remember t h a t  you went w i t h  t h e  c o l o n e l  
f o r  t h a t  purpose.  You t e l l  m e  you have no r e c o l l e c t i o n  of  
d i s c u s s i n g  t h i s  o r  doing anyth ing?  

A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t  mean t o  s ay  t h a t  I went w i th  t h e  
c o l o n e l  f o r  t h a t  purpose,  because when I climbed i n  t h e  
h e l i c o p t e r  t h e  c o l o n e l  j u s t  s a i d  "Come wi th  m e , "  and I d i d n ' t  
even know where w e  were going.  

Q- What d i d  you j u s t  s a y  t o  us a moment ago,  about 
t h a t ' s  why you went up w i t h  t h e  c o l o n e l  t o  i n q u i r e  about 
where t h e  documents were? 

A. I ' m  t a l k i n g  about  once I g o t  t h e r e .  W e  s i t  down 
a t  LZ D o t t i e  and I go i n  t h e r e  and t h e  o p e r a t i o n  i s  under 
way, t a l k i n g  t o  t h e  S2 I ' m  looking  f o r  documents, any k ind  
of in format ion .  Documents a r e  c e r t a i n l y  one k ind  of  i n - . 
format ion  t h a t  p roves  v a l u a b l e  t o  u s .  

Q. When Colonel  HENDERSON and Major MCKNIGHT r e t u r n e d  
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t o  DUC Pho a f t e r  t h e  morning o p e r a t i o n ,  do you remember 
t a l k i n g  t o  him about  t h e  o p e r a t i o n ?  A t  lunch w i t h  them? 

A. I normal ly  d i d  have lunch wi th  Major MCKNIGHT 
and sometimes t h e  b r igade  commander was o u t ,  sometimes 
he w a s  i n ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  day,  I d o n ' t .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  anybody t e l l i n g  you about  t h i s  
o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. W e l l  t h a t ' s  t h e  h e l l  of i t ,  sir.  You ask m e  
whether I r e c a l l  t h e s e  t h i n g s .  I f e e l  c e r t a i n  we must have 
t a l k e d  a l l  day long  a t  t h e  t i m e ,  b u t  now I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  
somebody say ing  any p a r t i c u l a r  t h i n g  t o  somebody else, 3 
r e a l l y  d o n ' t .  . . 

Q- I ' m  n o t  a sk ing  you t o  g i v e  a verba t im account .  

A. I know t h a t .  

Q- Informat ion  i s  r e q u i r e d .  

A. The on ly  t r o u b l e  i s  every  s i n g l e  day w e ' r e  i n -
volved i n  one t h i n g  o r  ano the r  and we a r e  always t a l k i n g  
about what i s  going on a t  t h a t  t ime.  I t  j u s t  d o e s n ' t  s t i c k  
i n  my memory now as t o  what w e  might have d i s c u s s e d  a t  
lunch t i m e  on t h a t  day. 

I 0 : L e t ' s  l i n e  up a few t h i n g s  t h a t  a r e  a l i t t l e  spe-
c i a l  about  t h i s  d a t e .  I have had s o  many people  s a y ,  w e l l  
t h i s  i s  j u s t  l i k e  any o t h e r  day. That i s n ' t  s o ,  r e a l l y ,  and 
t h e  reason  it i s n ' t  s o  i s  f i r s t  you g o t  a new b r i g a d e  com-
mander, t h i s  i s  Colonel  HENDERSON'S f i r s t  day as b r igade  
commander. 

A. Y e s , .  sir. 

Q. H e  goes out-- ... . 

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  And General  LIPSCOMB h a r d l y  e v e r  
took m e  ou t .  -

Q. No, I ' m  t a l k i n g  about  t h e  f i r s t  day now. L e t ' s  n o t  
d e v i a t e  from t h i s  f o r  a  minute because i t ' s  on ly  t h e  f i r s t  
day t h a t  I want t o  s a y  i s  a s p e c i a l  day. I t ' s  s p e c i a l  be- 
cause h e ' s  t h e  new b r i g a d e  commander, h e ' s  o u t  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  
day. I t ' s  a l s o  s p e c i a l  because Task Force Barker  t r i e d  t w i c e  
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t o  g e t  i n t o  t h i s  a r e a  b e f o r e  and r e a l l y  had n o t  done very  
we l l .  From t h e  r e p o r t s  and from a l l  t h e  emphasis t h a t  
General  LIPSCOMB had p u t  on t h i s  and from what Colonel  
HENDERSON had s a i d ,  t hey  wanted t o  g e t  i n  and wipe o u t  
t h a t  48th  B a t t a l i o n ,  l o c a l  f o r c e ,  once and f o r  a l l .  W e l l  
w e  g o t  a r e p o r t  by 0900 we've k i l l e d  120 o f  them, t h a t  
makes it p r e t t y  s p e c i a l  r i g h t  t h e r e .  So t h e r e  are a l o t  
of t h i n g s  t h a t  one ought t o  remember, and ano the r  t h i n g  i s  
t h e  people  he took on t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  w i t h  him. And he 
a l s o  set  down, he p icked  up a couple  of  p r i s o n e r s  f o r  
example, and took them i n  and found o u t  t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  
PF's i n s t e a d  of VC, s o  t h e r e  a r e  l o t s  of t h i n g s  t h a t  
happened t h a t  are q u i t e  o u t  of t h e  o r d i n a r y .  And t h e  
69 be ing  k i l l e d  by a r t i l l e r y ,  t h i s  i s  r e a l l y ,  I mean, 
whose e v e r  heard  o f  t h i s ?  A l l  of a sudden w e  g e t  a f i g -
u re  l i k e  t h a t ,  you see what I mean. So t h i s  i s n ' t  l i k e  
any o t h e r  day a t  a l l .  So t h a t  has  t o  be p u t  i n t o  con- 
t e x t  of  what M r .  WALSH i s  t r y i n g  t o  t a l k  about .  

A. I know Colonel  FRANKLIN g e t s  r a t h e r  u p s e t  when I 
d o n ' t  exp res s  any s u r p r i s e  a t  69 b e i n g  k i l l e d  by a r t i l l e r y ,  
b u t  I ' m  a f r a i d  t h a t ' s  j u s t  how dumb I a m  about  war fa re .  I 
never  s a i d  t h a t  I was an e x p e r t  i n  how many people  g e t  k i l l e d  
by what and I ' m  no t .  T h a t ' s  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  I was e v e r  i n  
any k i n d  of a s i t u a t i o n  where I was s h o t  a t  i n  my l i f e ,  
r i g h t  o u t  t h e r e  i n  Duc Pho and t h i n g s  were k ind  of  new t o  
me. Of course  I ' d  a l r e a d y  been t h e r e  a few months b u t  on 
t h e  f i r e  b a s e ,  w e  w e r e n ' t  i n  a  heck of a  l o t  of danger .  
W e  had a few mor t a r  a t t a c k s  d u r i n g  t h e  t i m e  I was t h e r e ,  
b u t  a s i d e  from t h a t - - i n  f a c t  t h o s e  mor ta r  a t t a c k s  always 
ran  r i g h t  down t h e  runway s o  I w a s  a b l e  t o  s t a n d  o u t s i d e  
my t e n t  and watch them and never  f e l t  i n  any danger.  

MR WALSH: A l l  r i g h t ,  you were r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  ma in t a in ing  
or r a t h e r  s u b m i t t i n g  i n t e l l i g e n c e  summaries. 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q- I ' d  l i k e  t o  ask you about  a couple  of i t e m s  on 
t h e  summary f o r  16 March, which b e a r s  your  s i g n a t u r e .  You 
want t o  t a k e  a look a t  t h a t ?  I t ' s  been e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  
r e c o r d  as E x h i b i t  M-87. I ' d  l i k e  you t o  t a k e  focus  on i t e m  
6. 

A. F i f t e e n  VC evading,  r e s u l t  f o u r t e e n  VC k i l l e d ,  
t h r e e  weapons and misce l laneous .  
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Q. A l l  r i g h t ,  now, I ' d  l i k e  t o  show you t h e  br igade 
log  and c a l l  your a t t e n t i o n  t o  Exhib i t  M-46 and c a l l  your 
a t t e n t i o n  t o  i tem 39 a t  0805  i n  t h e  morning. My ques t ion  
t o  you i s ,  what was t h e  b a s i s  f o r  t h e  i n s e r t i o n  of t h e  word 
evading a f t e r  1 4  VC i n  your r e p o r t  t o  d i v i s i o n ?  

A. I r e a l l y  d o n ' t  know, unless  it was l e f t  o u t  of  
t h e  TOC log.  

Q. How about i tem 16 i n  t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  summary. 
Would you t a k e  a look a t  t h a t  p lease?  

A. One U. S. wounded by s n i p e r  f i r e .  

Q- Right. Now I ' d  l i k e  you t o  t a k e  a look a t  t h e  
log ,  M-46, i tem 61. 

A. Okay, r o s t e r  number 70 h i t  i n  f o o t  by gunshot,  
dusted-off ,  LZ Dot t ie .  

Q. Now do you r e c a l l  having a r e p o r t  from Task Force 
Barker t h a t  a s o l d i e r  had s h o t  himself i n  t h e  foo t?  

A. No, sir.  I read  about t h a t  i n  L i f e  -magazine i n  
l a t t e r  November, December. 

Q. Did you e v e r  hea r  about a subsequent i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
as  t o  why Task Force Barker had no t  r epor ted  t h i s  c a s u a l t y  
a s  a  wounded i n  a c t i o n  casua l ty?  

A. A s  t o  why they had not?  

Q. Not r epor ted  i n  proper  f a sh ion ,  t h e  wounding of t h i s  
man. W e  know i n  f a c t  t h a t  i t ' s  an a c c i d e n t a l  gunshot wound 
i n  t h e  foo t .  What I want t o  know i s  how t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  
summary comes t o  r e p o r t  t h i s  t o  d i v i s i o n  a s  having been h i t  
by s n i p e r  f i r e .  

A. Well, I th ink  you'd probably have t o  know t h e  cha- 
r a c t e r  of t h e  r e p o r t .  F i r s t  of a l l ,  t h e y ' r e  coming o f f  t h e  
radio .  . They're being taken down by a c l e r k  who's s i t t i n g  
r i g h t  t h e r e  a t  e i t h e r  t h e  telephone- o r  r a d i o  and we ' re  log-
ging these  th ings .  A t  t h e  end of t h e  day we ga the r  up a l l  
t hese  jobs and pu t  them i n  one b i g  l i s t ,  j u s t  l i k e  you see  
it here  and zap it o f f  t o  d i v i s i o n .  We t r y  t o  check a t  
t h e  end of t h e  day because t h e  S 3  l og  should have t h e  same 

(BLACKLEDGE) 108 APP T-4 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 




FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


g e n e r a l  i n fo rma t ion  i n  it. W e  make s u r e  t h a t  w e  d o n ' t  have 
something t h a t  t hey  missed o r  t hey  d i d n ' t  g e t  something t h a t  
w e  missed. Because t h e r e  were t imes  when we complete ly  l e f t  
o u t  an i t e m  because it g o t  l o s t  i n  t h e  s h u f f l e  o r  t h e y  l e f t  
o u t  one,  o r  t h e i r  l o g  w a s n ' t  worded t h e  same a s  o u r s .  And 
w e  t r i e d  t o ,  i f  we had t ime ,  f i n d  o u t  j u s t  which one was 
c o r r e c t  and t h e r e  were o t h e r  t imes  when we could p r e t t y  
much determine by looking  a t  them which was most l i k e l y  cor-
rect and we went w i t h  it t h a t  way. 

Q- You d o n ' t  have any r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  I t a k e  it, of  how 
t h e  e n t r i e s  g o t  changed? 

A. Not t h i s  one p a r t i c u l a r .  

Q- Now, I ' v e  p r e v i o u s l y  c a l l e d  your  a t t e n t i o n  t o  i t e m  
50, E x h i b i t  M-56, t h e  r e p o r t  30-40 VC had d e p a r t e d  t h e  v i l l a g e  
a t  0700 hours .  

Q- ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Why i s n ' t  t h a t  i n  t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  
summary? I s n ' t  t h a t  a  prime p i e c e  of  i n t e l l i g e n c e  t h a t  would 
approximately  be i n c o r p o r a t e d  i n  t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  summary? 
Except t h a t  i t ' s  i n c o n s i s t e n t  w i th  a l l  of t h e  k i l l s  r e p o r t e d  
i n  t h a t  v i l l a g e  t h a t  day. 

A. No, I d o n ' t  t h i n k  I would have p u t  t h i s  i n  t o  s t a r t  
w i th .  Because f i r s t  of  a l l  i t ' s  a--

Q- ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Report of  an i n t e r r o g a t i o n ?  

A. Right .  The i r  i n t e r p r e t e r  s a y s  t h a t  somebody, he  
ca l ls  him a  VC, which must have been a  d e t a i n e e  t h a t  t hey  
had a t  t h e  t ime ,  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e s e  VC had l e f t  and t h e  
company i s  moving i n  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  t h a t  t hey  went. I f  
I p u t  e v e r y t h i n g  i n  t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  summary t h a t  came i n ,  
t hen  t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  summary would be a s  long  as o u r  i n -
coming f i l e  from a l l  of t h e  b a t t a l i o n s .  So w e  s e l e c t e d  
o u t  of  t h e  f i l e  a l l  of t h o s e  e n t r i e s  which w e r e  p a r t  of  
ou r  s t a t i s t i c s .  I n  o t h e r  words, i f  we had a s t a t i s t i c  down 
h e r e  t hen  w e  would have t o  show up h e r e  how t h a t  s t a t i s t i c  
occur red .  I f  t h e r e  were s i g n i f i c a n t  i n t e l l i g e n c e  i n f o r -  
mation t h a t  could be used by h i g h e r  h e a d q u a r t e r s ,  I ' d  p u t  
t h a t  i n  t h e r e  t o o .  This  d i d n ' t  seem t o  me t o  be -something 
t h a t  h i g h e r  headqua r t e r s  would u s e ,  b u t  t h a t  we w e r e  u s i n g  
o u r s e l v e s .  
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Q. W e l l  it seems t o  m e  t h a t  i t s  very  s i g n i f i c a n t ,  0700 
30 o r  40 of them l e f t  and then  you had an o p e r a t i o n  where-- 

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I t ' s  n o t  s i g n i f i c a n t  t o  d i v i s i o n  
when we've a l r e a d y  t a k e n  a c t i o n ,  a s  much a c t i o n  a s  t h e y  cou ld  
p o s s i b l y  t a k e .  

10:  You know, t h e s e  a r e  t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  we f i n d  t h a t  
make t h i s  whole t h i n g  s o  a lmost  a b s o l u t e l y  i n c r e d i b l e ,  n o t  
on ly  i n c r e d i b l e ,  unbe l i evab le .  Did you make it a p r a c t i c e  
t o  read  your  b r i g a d e  newspaper, -The T r i d e n t ?  

A. I may have p icked  up a copy now and t h e n ,  s ir .  

Q- I t  came o u t  once a  week. I imagine you probably 
remember s e e i n g  t h i s  copy, t h e  s t o r y  about  Task Force Bar- 
k e r  on t h e  upper r i g h t  hand c o r n e r ,  a s  y o u ' l l  n o t i c e .  But 
wi th  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e s e  35, now j u s t  look down t h e r e  t h e  
second paragraph from t h e  bottom i n  t h e  r i g h t  column. Can 
you e x p l a i n  how t h e  d i v i s i o n ,  I mean t h e  b r i g a d e  can be 
p u t t i n g  o u t  a news s h e e t  l i k e  t h i s ?  That  i s  j u s t  e x a c t l y  
t h e  o p p o s i t e ,  f o r  example as f a r  a s  t h e  35 i s  concerned,  t o  
what came i n  on t h e  l o g ?  

A. No, s i r ,  b u t  I--

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  This  s p e c i f i c a l l y  s a y s  35 VC had 
moved i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  2 hours  e a r l i e r .  

A. No, sir. I t e l l  you, t h e r e  were a couple  of young 
f e l l ows  who w e r e  charged w i t h  w r i t i n g  t h i s ,  who would come 
i n  and o u t  of o u r  o f f i c e  from t ime t o  t ime a sk ing  us f o r  
in format ion .  They would ask  t o  s e e  ou r  r e p o r t s ,  and of  
course  w e  had a l l  ou r  i n t e l l i g e n c e  summaries and whatever  
we had and w e  l e t  them look a t  them a t  w i l l .  They'd s i t  
t h e r e  and t h e y ' d  copy o f f  whatever  i n fo rma t ion  t h e y  wanted 
t o  and I j u s t  d i d n ' t  r ead  t h i s  t h i n g  t h a t  much. 

Q. Don't  you . t h i n k  i t ' s  q u i t e. a coincidence--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I c e r t a i n l y  d i d n ' t  check it f o r  
accuracy.  

Q- Something l i k e  t h i s  happens, w e  g e t  128 k i l l e d , .  
w e  have a weapons count  of 3 ,  we g e t  an in fo rma t ion  r e p o r t  
t h a t  30 VC, 30-40 VC l e f t  t h e  v i l l a g e  e a r l y  i n  t h e  morning 
and t h e  newspaper comes o u t  j u s t  t h e  o p p o s i t e ,  35 came i n t o  
t h e  v i l l a g e  2 hours  be fo re .  
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A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  I know. A s  f a r  as t h e  weapons count i s  
concerned,  s i r ,  w e  had ano the r  o p e r a t i o n  i n  t h e  same g e n e r a l  
area b e f o r e  t h i s  where you mentioned t h a t  w e  d i d n ' t  have any 
g r e a t  success .  One of t h e  p l a toon  l e a d e r s  pas sed  back t h e  
r e p o r t  t h a t  t hey  were jumping ove r  bod ie s  and machineguns, 
r o c k e t  l aunche r s ,  t h e  whole b i t ,  b u t  t h e y  d i d n ' t  have t i m e  
t o  s t o p ,  t hey  were i n  h o t  p u r s u i t .  Later on they  r e p o r t e d  
they  r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  scene  and t h e r e  were no bod ie s  and no 
weapons t h e r e .  This  was n o t  t h e  on ly  t i m e  t h a t  happened 
by any m a t t e r  o r  means. I r e c a l l  t h a t  because it w a s  i n  
t h e  same a rea .  

9. Y e s ,  b u t  you d i d n ' t  have a k i l l  of 128 e i t h e r .  

A. No, si'r. 

Q. T h a t ' s  more than  h a l f  o f  t h e  48th Local  Force 
B a t t a l i o n .  You j u s t  t a k e  and p u t  t h a t  t o g e t h e r  and you 
add t h e  wounded i n  t h e r e  and you h a v e n ' t  g o t  a  b a t t a l i o n  
l e f t .  Had t h i s  r e p o r t  of  128 been t r u e ,  f o r  a l l  p r a c t i c a l  
purposes  t h a t  would have been t h e  end ,  a t  l e a s t  f o r  some 
t i m e ,  u n t i l  t h e y  could r e c o n s t i t u t e  of t h e  48th Local  
Force  B a t t a l i o n .  

A. I f  it had been t h e  48th o r  the--what was t h e  
name of  t h e  o t h e r  b a t t a l i o n ,  t h e  two b a t t a l i o n s  t h a t  were 
i n  t h e  area. 

Q. J u s t  t h e  l o c a l  f o r c e  companies i n  t h e r e .  Of 
course  a t  t h a t  t ime  t h e y  were g i v i n g  a l l  k inds  of  f a l s e  
d e s i g n a t i o n s  s o  it was p r e t t y  hard  t o  say.  But t o  t h e  
b e s t  of what we've been a b l e  t o  g a t h e r  t h e r e  was on ly  
one b a t t a l i o n  i n  t h e r e  a t  t h e  t i m e ,  and it had been p r e t t y  
bad ly  mauled du r ing  T e t  and had gone wes t  t o  be r e f u r b i s h e d .  
Whether it w a s  back i n  t h i s  a r e a  aga in  o r  n o t ,  as a  m a t t e r  
of f a c t  i f  you look a t  your  own i n t e l l i g e n c e  a n a l y s i s  I 
t h i n k  y o u ' l l  f i n d  you were c a r r y i n g  them i n  t h e  mountains 
t o  t h e  w e s t .  

A. Well ,  y e s ,  s i r .  But I t h i n k  i n  December, you re-
ca l l  t h a t  I mentioned t h a t  t h e r e  was a company commander from 
t h e  b a t t a l i o n  who had been wounded d u r i n g  Te t  and who had 
vo lun tee red  t o  t a k e  o r  t o  go o u t  w i t h  t h e  t r o o p s  and show 
them where t h e  b a t t a l i o n  moved when t h e y  were o u t  t h e r e  and 
he had,  accord ing  t o  what I was . t o l d ,  had one l e g  e v e n t u a l l y  
severed..  I d o n ' t  know whether  it was be fo re  he went o u t  w i t h  
them o r  a f t e r ,  b u t  he had t o  be c a r r i e d  o u t .  From what I ' m  
t o l d  he showed t h e  people  up t h e r e  a t  t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  t h a t  
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they used s t reams,  they moved r i g h t  i n  t h e  s t reams,  i n  t h e  
water ,  and which was new information t o  us .  Natura l ly  he 
showed t h e  people up t h e r e  some of t h e  hamlets where they  
s tayed,  moved t o  and s o  on. This t o  my knowledge occurred 
before t h i s  opera t ion ,  s o  it appeared t o  me t h a t  t h e  t a sk  
force  probably had some p r e t t y  good poop on which t o  go 
on when they went i n t o  t h i s  opera t ion .  

10: I th ink  we b e t t e r  move. on. 

A. Colonel FRANKLIN was going t o  say I had a way of 
twis t ing .  . 

COL FRANKLIN: Well, you have a  way of f o r g e t t i n g .  You s a i d  
a couple t h i n g s  i n  t h e  record ,  we have knowledge of t h e  
opera t ion  of which you speak, bu t  we have no such r e p o r t .  
We have information of t h e  B Company platoon being surrounded 
and c u t  o f f ,  having t o  be rescued by A P C s  and t h e  company 
commander saying t h a t  we d i d n ' t  have more weapons, i s  because,  
"I had t o  g e t  my wounded on t h e  APCs and c o u l d n ' t  t ake  t i m e  
t o  g e t  t h e  weapons." But we have no information on a  p u r s u i t .  
Then another  t h i n g  t h a t  you've g o t  down on t h i s  r ecord ,  Co-
l o n e l  BLACKLEDGE, j u s t  t o  g e t  th ings  s t r a i g h t ,  t h e  log ,  t h e  
r e s t  of t h i s ,  being made up by a  bunch of c l e r k s .  That may 
have been i n  t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade when you were t h e  S2 ,  b u t  i t ' s  
not  done t h a t  way i n  every br igade.  Again t h i s  was a most 
s i g n i f i c a n t  opera t ion .  The S 2 ,  more than anybody i n  t h e  
br igade ,  wi th  t h e  except ion  of t h e  commander, should be t h e  
most f a m i l i a r  wi th  t h a t  opera t ion .  I f  f o r  no o t h e r  reason 
than t h e  evening b r i e f i n g ,  and because h e ' s  g o t  t o  answer 
t h e  query from d i v i s i o n .  T h a t ' s  your job. One would th ink  
t h a t  you would be i n  cons tan t  communications pe r sona l ly  wi th  
t h e  S2 of Task Force Barker t o  a s c e r t a i n  a l l  t he  d e t a i l s  of 
t h i s  opera t ion .  T h a t ' s  p a r t  of your job, i t ' s  no t  done by 
c l e r k s .  

A. Well, from t h a t  I ga the r ,  s i r ,  what you ' r e  saying  
i s  t h a t  I d idn '  t do my job very wel l .  

Q. I ' m  n o t  saying  t h a t ,  b u t  I j u s t  d o n ' t  want a f a l s e  
impression given h e r e  on how t h e s e  opera t ions  a r e  followed. 

MR WALSH: Colonel BLACKLEDGE, on t h e  n igh t  of t h e  opera t ion  
Colonel HENDERSON says  t h a t  Lieutenant  Colonel BARKER re-
por ted  t o  him 20 c i v i l i a n s  had been k i l l e d  by a r t i l l e r y  and 
gunships. I n  t h e  f i e l d  on t h e  18th ,  Captain MEDINA had t o l d  
him 20  t o  28 had been k i l l e d .  Now you were a t  t h a t  meeting 
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i n  t h e  f i e l d  w i t h  Captain  MEDINA, you t e s t i f i e d  e a r l i e r  t h a t  
Captain  MEDINA had t a l k e d  about  some people  be ing  h i t .  I 
wonder i f  you could  e x p l a i n  why you d i d n ' t  have t h o s e  r e p o r t s  
of  20-28 people  be ing  k i l l e d ,  c i v i l i a n s ,  noncombatants, women 
and c h i l d r e n  be ing  k i l l e d  by a r t i l l e r y  and gunships?  . 

A. A s  a m a t t e r  o f  f a c t  i f  you look  through a l l  o u r  
r e c o r d s ,  I neve r  g o t  t h e  r e p o r t s  on innocen t  c i v i l i a n s  
k i l l e d .  There was no requirement  f o r  me t o  forward t o  h i g h e r  
headqua r t e r s  any such r e p o r t .  They j u s t  neve r  came i n ,  
a l though  I knew t h a t  ou r  h o s p i t a l  w a s  f i l l e d  w i t h  them day 
i n  and day o u t ,  people  t h a t  had been h i t  i n a d v e r t e n t l y  dur-  
i n g  o p e r a t i o n s .  A r t i l l e r y  f i r e d  eve ry  n i g h t  o u t  i n  t o  t h e  
f i e l d .  Troops were f i r e d  on from a r e a s  i n  which they  f i r e d  
back,  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  i n  v i l l a g e s  b u t  from g e n e r a l  a r e a ,  
l ong  range f i r e s ,  and ve ry  o f t e n  t h e y ' d  g e t  t o  a p l a c e  and 
f i n d  t h a t  t h e r e  had been people  h i t  and t h e y  would p i c k  them 
up and p u t  them on t h e  h e l i c o p t e r s ,  send them back t o  us .  
There w a s  never  any r e p o r t  made on it. 

Q- Answer my f i r s t  q u e s t i o n .  Is it c o r r e c t  t h a t  you 
d i d  n o t  know o f  t h e s e  r e p o r t s  t h a t  Colonel  HENDERSON had ,  
t h a t  20 t o  28 c i v i l i a n s  had been k i l l e d .  

A. No, n o t  t o  my knowledge. I heard  Capat in  MEDINA 
say  t h a t  t o  t h e  b r i g a d e  commander and t h e r e  may have been 
some such comment passed  back a t  t a s k  f o r c e  headqua r t e r s  
when w e  w e r e  t h e r e ,  b e f o r e  we went o u t  t o  Captain  M E D I N A 1 s  
p l a c e ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  it i f  t h e r e  w a s .  T h a t ' s  what I 
keep say ing .  Do I r e c a l l  it, no. What I r e c a l l  i s  t h e  
company commander, what he s a i d ,  t h a t  ' s  what s t u c k  i n  my 
memory. 

Q- What s t u c k  i n  your  memory? 

A. That  t h e  company commander mentioned t h a t  something 
i n  t h e  2 0 1 s ,  you know, about  t h a t  same f i g u r e  had been h i t  
who were n o t  combatants o r  c i v i l i a n s .  

Q. Then I guess you p u t  t h i s  i n  t h e  same ca tegory  
w i t h  t h e  6 9  k i l l e d  by a r t i l l e r y ,  t h a t  you w e r e n ' t  f a m i l i a r  
w i t h  t h e s e  matters and t h a t  it wasn ' t  n e c e s s a r i l y  o u t  of t h e  
o r d i n a r y  t h a t  20 some innocent  people  w e r e  k i l l e d  i n  an 
o p e r a t i o n .  O r  what w a s  your  r e a c t i o n ?  

A. W e l l  I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  remember what my r e a c t i o n  was. 
I t  c e r t a i n l y  wouldnl t h,ave had a l o t  of  b e a r i n g  on what 
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happened. I b e l i e v e  t h a t  Colonel  HENDERSON and Capta in  
MEDINA, when they  w e r e  t a l k i n g  about  t h i s  and had an . 
unders tanding  t h a t  medics were on t h e  way, t h a t  what 
e v e r  could  be done f o r  c i v i l i a n s  was be ing  done. 

Q. You overheard  t h e  conve r sa t ion  wi th  Capta in  
MEDINp. What do you remember about  medics be ing  on t h e  
way? A t  t h a t  t i m e  t h e r e  were medics on t h e  way? 

A. I s e e m  t o  r e c a l l  him say ing  t h a t  t h e y  c a l l e d  
f o r  medics, 

10:  When w a s  t h i s  now, what day a r e  w e  t a l k i n g  about?  

MR WALSH: This  was on t h e  1 8 t h .  The meeting i n  t h e  f i e l d  
wi th  Captain  MEDINA. Well,  now I ' d  r e a l l y  l i k e  you t o  
s ea rch  your memory now as t o  e x a c t l y  what Colonel  HENDERSON 
s a i d  about t h e  medics. 

A. W e l l  I c e r t a i n l y  wouldn ' t  a t t empt  t o  q u o t e  him any-
more. The g e n e r a l  t e n o r  of  h i s  conve r sa t ion  t o m e ,  a s  I look 
back on it, w a s  t h a t  number one,  "Are you s u r e  t h a t  a l l  t h e s e  
people  you r e p o r t e d  a s  VC a r e  indeed VC? Were t h e r e  any 
c i v i l i a n s ,  and i f  s o ,  how many and how d i d  t h e y  come t o . g e t  
h i t  and what a r e  you doing about  i t ? "  

Q. What d i d  Captain  MEDINA s ay  he was doing about  i t ?  

A I b e l i e v e  a s  I say  he mentioned t h a t  t hey  had c a l l -
e d  f o r  medics and--

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Capta in  MEDINA had--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Right .  

Q. It wasn ' t Colonel  HENDERSON? 

A. No, t h i s  i s  Capta in  MEDINA t a l k i n g  t o  Colonel  
HENDERSON t e l l i n g  him how t h i n g s  were o u t  t h e r e .  

Q - his i s  something of a puzz le  t o  us because t h i s  
conve r sa t ion  y o u ' r e  d e s c r i b i n g  took p l a c e  2 days a f t e r  
t h e s e  people  were s h o t .  

A. They were c a l l i n g  f o r  medics, had c a l l e d  f o r  
medics,  I c e r t a i n l y  c o u l d n ' t  argue wi th  you on t h a t  p o i n t  
a s  t o  whether  it w a s  a p r e s e n t  o r  p a s t  t e n s e  he used. 
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Q- W e l l  w e  have some i n d i c a t i o n s  t h a t  t h a t  a f t e rnoon ,  
i n  t h e  Bravo Company a r e a ,  a medical  team came i n  t o  make a 
MEDCAP. Does t h a t  f r e shen  t h i n g s  i n  your r e c o l l e c t i o n ?  

A. Well ,  s i r ,  on ly  t h a t  it would f i t  i n  w i th  what he 
had s a i d ,  t h a t  t h e y  had c a l l e d  f o r  medics,  were c a l l i n g .  

Q. Do you have any knowledge of  any i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
by Colonel  LUPER of  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  p rep  k i l l i n g  c i v i l i a n s ?  

A. No, sir. I n  f a c t  you j u s t  t o l d  me what Colonel  
LUPER i s  doing h e r e .  I ' v e  been wondering a l l  t h i s  t ime 
why he w a s  he re .  

Q 0 .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  I t o l d  you what Colonel  LUPER w a s  
do ing  he re .  I ' t ake  it you have no r e c o l l e c t i o n .  . . . . 

A. No, sir.  

Q- No conve r sa t ion  o r  h e a r i n g  anyth ing  about Colonel  
LUPER conduct ing  an a r t i l l e r y  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  Did you perso-  
n a l l y  do any th ing  e i t h e r  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  o r  t o  r e p o r t  t h e  
f a c t  t h a t  20-28 c i v i l i a n s ,  noncombatants were k i l l e d  i n  t h e  
o p e r a t i o n  on 16 March? 

A. No, s ir .  A s  a m a t t e r  of f a c t ,  a s  I was say ing ,  
t hey  w e r e  r e f e r r e d  t o  i n  t e r m s  of c a s u a l t i e s .  People  had 
been h i t  and I w a s n ' t  even c l e a r  i n  my mind t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  
a l l  dead. 

Q- Was your  unders tanding  of  what Captain  MEDINA 
r e p o r t e d  t o  Colonel  HENDERSON simply t h a t  a number of 
c i v i l i a n s ,  around t h e  a r e a  of 20--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Had been i n a d v e r t e n t l y  h i t ,  y e s ,  s i r ,  
by one means o r  ano the r  be it gunsh ips ,  a r t i l l e r y  o r  ground 
f i r e .  

Q- A t  t h e  t i m e  you i n t e r p r e t e d  t h i s  t h a t  n o t  a l l  of  
them had been k i l l e d .  

A. T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  

Q- Colonel  HENDERSON d i d n ' t  s o  unders tand  it, nor  Cap-
t a i n  MEDINA e i t h e r .  
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A. W e l l ,  we ' re  a l l  l y i n g  t h e r e  i n  t h e  p o t a t o  pa tch ,  
and the  e n t i r e  conversa t ion  went on between t h e  two people.  
I th ink  a l l  I s a i d  t o  Captain MEDINA from t h e  t ime we landed 
u n t i l  t h e  t ime we l e f t  was how a r e  you and how a r e  t h i n g s  
going. Not r e a l l y  knowing why we were t h e r e ,  I j u s t  l a y  
t h e r e  and l i s t e n e d  t o  t h e  conversat ion.  

Q. Do you have any knowledge of a formal i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
of the  opera t ion  of Task Force Barker, Char l i e  Company, 
being made-by Colonel BARKER during t h e  month of May? 

A. I seem t o  r e c a l l  a l e t t e r  tu rned  i n  by Colonel 
BARKER concerning t h e  opera t ion ,  b u t  I b e l i e v e  you showed 
it t o  m e  i n  December. 

I 0 : Well t h a t  was t h e  a f t e r  a c t i o n  r e p o r t .  I can show 
you t h e  whole t h i n g .  I can show you some o t h e r  ones too .  
A s  a ma t t e r  of f a c t ,  j u s t  t o  c l a r i f y  t h a t  one,  I th ink  I 
w i l l .  

MR WALSH: Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of e v e r  see ing  o r  
hearing about a formal i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  t ak ing  of sworn 
testimony, t h a t  was prepared by Colonel BARKER some t i m e  
during t h e  month of May. 

A. During t h e  month of May. That would have been 
t h e  month I went on R&R,  al though I wasn ' t  gone t h e  whole 
month. But it seems t o  me a t  t h a t  time t h e r e  was a pe r iod  
of time t h e r e  where he had moved up t o  br igade t o  be 
br igade XO. Task Force Barker was d i s so lved  and t h e  4/3 
took over  t h e  whole a rea .  This happened before  I l e f t ,  s o  
it seems i f  it happened t h e  month of May, why he was no 
longer  up t h e r e .  He was down a t  br igade  headquar ters .  And 
I know where he d i d  h i s  business--  

I0: ( In te rpos ing)  The t a s k  f o r c e  was d i s e s t a b l i s h e d  
on 9 Apr i l .  

A. I f  he conducted t h a t  i n  May, unless  he went t o  
t h e  f i e l d  t o  do it ,  he would have had t o  do t h a t  up i n  ' 

h i s  o f f i c e .  I s a w  a l o t  of people go i n  and o u t  of h i s  
o f f i c e  b u t  I never saw them a c t i n g  a s  though they  were 

(BLACKLEDGE) 116 APP T-4 


FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 




FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


under i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  never  hea rd  any conve r sa t ion  about it 
e i t h e r .  

10: W e l l  l e t  me c l e a r  t h i s  t h i n g  up. I had shown you 
t h e  combat a c t i o n  r e p o r t  of 24 March which i s  t h i s  document 
e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  record  a s  R-12.  W e l l  a c t u a l l y ,  it was 
R-2 w e  had shown you. I show you t h i s  i n s t e a d  of  t h a t  one. 
This  i s  t h e  form it came o u t  i n .  This  i s  R-2,  t h i s  i s  28 
March. Now I ' 11 show you a n o t h e r  one.  That  was t h e  on ly  
r e p o r t  we had a t  t h a t  t ime ,  and you r e c a l l  I asked you why 
t h a t  w a s  made o u t  f o r  a 1 day p e r i o d .  Now subsequent  t o  
t h a t  t ime  we've ob ta ined  ano the r  document d a t e d  2 4  March. 
This  covers  t h e  o t h e r  o p e r a t i o n  i n t o  t h e  My La i  a r e a  on 
2 3  February.  I n  t r a c i n g  t h e  an t eceden t s  of  t h i s  w e  f i n d  
t h a t  two r e p o r t s  were d i r e c t e d  by d i v i s i o n ,  which i s  
i n d i c a t e d  h e r e  i n  E x h i b i t  R-13.  Y o u ' l l  n o t i c e  t h a t  
a t t a c h e d  t o  it a r e  two d i r e c t i v e s  go ing  from t h e  b r i g a d e ,  
one t o  t h e  1/20 and t h e  o t h e r  t o  Barker. One concerning 
t h e  trawler and t h e  o t h e r  concerning t h e  two i n c i d e n t s .  
You see what I ' m  r e f e r r i n g  t o .  We d i d  n o t  o b t a i n  a copy 
of t h e  trawler r e p o r t ,  b u t  w e ' r e  f a m i l i a r  w i th  it. 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

MR WEST: Colonel  BLACKLEDGE, you of  course  a r e  aware of  
a l l  t h e  p u b l i c i t y  about what happened a t  My L a i ,  t h e  
enormity  of t h e  s t o r y  t h a t  has  been t o l d .  I want t o  ask 
you a couple  q u e s t i o n s  t h a t  might l e a d  t o  o t h e r s .  What do 
you t h i n k  happened? Do you t h i n k  t h e r e  was t h i s  g r e a t  
t r a g e d y ,  t h a t  t h e  papers  have w r i t t e n  abou t ,  on TV, and s o  
f o r t h ?  

A. W e l l ,  s i r ,  I ' v e  always been t o l d  n o t  t o  vo ice  
op in ions  about  t h i n g s  t h a t  were s t r i c t l y  s p e c u l a t i o n  
because t h a t ' s  c o n t r a r y  t o  good Army d i s c i p l i n e ,  t h a t ' s  
rumor mongering. However i f  you want t o  know what I t h i n k  
about  it today ,  I t h i n k  something p r e t t y  bad happened t h e r e  
and I h a t e  t o  t h i n k  how bad i t  r e a l l y  w a s .  But I c e r t a i n l y  
d i d n ' t  e v e r  t h i n k  s o  be fo re  t h o s e  a r t i c l e s  came o u t  i n  t h e  
paper  w i t h  t h o s e  p i c t u r e s  and t h e  p i c t u r e s  you showed me 
h e r e  a t  t h e  desk ,  which a l l  happened i n  t h e  f a c e  of  a 
week. I t  a l l  blew and h e r e  I came and it h i t  me wi th  a 
l o t  of f o r c e .  And then  I ,  of c o u r s e ,  l ook ing  back a v e r  my 
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own thoughts  I remembered those  two r e p o r t s  t h a t  I t o l d  
you a l l  about.  Suddenly they looked a l o t  d i f f e r e n t  
than they had back i n  Vietnam. 

Q A l l  r i g h t .  I ' m  going t o  work up t o  ano the r  more 
s i g n i f i c a n t  ques t ion .  I b e l i e v e  t h e  test imony you have 
given us b u t  I want t o  t e l l  you what d i d  happen and t h e n  
ask you a ques t ion .  This  ope ra t ion  was planned e i t h e r  wi th  
t h e  d e l i b e r a t e  i n t e n t  t o  l a y i n g  waste t o  a s e r i e s  o f  i n h a b i t e d  
v i l l a g e s  i n  t h i s  extended A 0  o r  wi th  an i n d i f f e r e n c e  t o  
what happened t o  t h e  c i v i l i a n  popula t ion .  The men o f  
Char l i e  Company and Bravo Company rece ived  such i n s t r u c t i o n  
t h a t  when they  went i n  t h e r e  i n i t i a l l y  they  methodica l ly  
k i l l e d  every human be ing  they saw. L e t ' s  t a k e  C h a r l i e  
Company. Except f o r  a p o s s i b l e  s n i p e r  round o r  two when 
they h i t  t h e  LZ,  C h a r l i e  Company encountered no r e s i s t a n c e  
whatever. They s u f f e r e d  no c a s u a l t i e s ,  t hey  took no 
p r i s o n e r s ,  they were never  i n  danger a t  a l l .  Y e t  t hey  moved 
through t h e  subhamlet of Thuan Yen, My Lai ( 4 )  a s  i t ' s  known, 
a s  I s a i d ,  methodical ly  k i l l i n g  t h e  c i v i l i a n  popula t ion .  
Old men, women, c h i l d r e n ,  b a b i e s ,  babies  i n  arms. 

A .  Not j u s t  t h i s  one p la toon?  

Q The whole company; l s t ,  2d, 3d P la toons .  

10: And n o t  a t  one subhamlet. 

MR WEST: Y e s ,  t h i s  i nc ludes  t h e  subhamlets of Binh Tay 
and o t h e r s .  I pe r sona l ly  have t a l k e d  t o  ove r  60 men 
of Char l i e  Company. There i s n ' t  any doubt about what 
happened. I n  some i n s t a n c e s  t h e  Vietnamese w e r e  ga the red  
t o g e t h e r  i n  bunches and w e r e  s h o t  down. Others ,  they  were 
j u s t  k i l l e d  where t h y  w e r e  found. This  went on ,  n o t  very 
long; perhaps about 0930 an o r d e r  came through t o  Captain 
MEDINA, from BARKER t o  Captain MEDINA, t o  s t o p  t h e  k i l l i n g .  
A s i m i l a r  a c t i v i t y  had been going on i n  Bravo Company a rea .  
Captain MICHLES rece ived  a s i m i l a r  o r d e r  and r e l ayed  t h a t .  
A f t e r  t h a t ,  it was l i k e  dropping a c u r t a i n  on k i l l i n g  
c i v i l i a n s .  The burning went on,  p l aces  were burned, o t h e r  
hamlets were burned. How many people were k i l l e d ,  unce r t a in .  
We have evidence t h a t  o u t  of Char l i e  Company's zone o f  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  s e v e r a l  s i g n i f i c a n t  body count  r e p o r t s  were 
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made back t o  Colonel  BARKER o r  Task Force Barker ;  8 4 ,  186,  
310 on t h i s  l a s t  one t u r n e d  i n .  None of  t h e s e  appears  i n  
t h e  record .  Nobody e v e r  went back i n  t o  check C h a r l i e  
Company. Now t h i s  i s  what happened. That  morning back a t  
Landing Zone D o t t i e ,  about  an hour  and a h a l f ,  t h e r e  was a 
c o n s i d e r a b l e  g a t h e r i n g  i n  t h e  Task Force Barker  TOC. 

A. Th i s  i s  t h e  morning of  t h e  16 th .  

Q- The morning of  t h e  16 th .  Colonel  HENDERSON came 
i n  and a l l  t h e  people  who were w i th  him. Colonel  BARKER 
came i n ,  went o u t  aga in  and came back.  There i s  an e n t r y  
i n  t h e  l o g  made j u s t  about t h e  t ime t h a t  Colonel  BARKER 
g o t  back,  69 VC k i l l e d .  No f u r t h e r  e n t r i e s  of VC KIA a f t e r  
t h i s ,  j u s t  l i k e  dropping a c u r t a i n ,  t h a t ' s  a l l ,  t h e  show's 
over .  The word went o u t  about  t h i s  t ime about  a l l  people  
w e r e  k i l l e d ,  s t o p  k i l l i n g .  This  6 9  K I A  looks  as phoney as 
a 3 -do l l a r  b i l l ,  made up i n  o r d e r  t o  account  f o r  
t h e  8 4  t h a t  had gone o u t  o v e r  t h e  a i r ,  t h a t ' s  recorded  
on t h e  t a p e ,  logged i n .  Then you have s t r a n g e  l a c k  of any 
r e p o r t i n g  of  t h i s  t h i n g ,  of  any a c t i o n  on t h i s  t h i n g ,  o r  
any a c t i o n  on t h e  r e p o r t s  t h a t  came up from t h e  Vietnamese 
s i d e .  A s  you know, one of General  PEERS' mi s s ions  i s  t o  
determine i f  t h e r e  w a s  a coverup. 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q. J u s t  assume t h a t  what I ' v e  t o l d  you i s  t r u e .  I 
a s s u r e  you t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a g r e a t  d e a l  of  ev idence  t o  suppor t  
:L 

10: And I ' l l  say  t h a t  I t h i n k  h e ' s  t e l l i n g  t h i s  s t o r y  
ve ry  b l a n d l y  . 
MR WEST: I have n o t  exaggera ted .  With t h i s  i n  mind and 
your knowledge of  what went on a t  t h a t  t ime ,  and t h e  
sirbsequent days you w e r e  t h e r e ,  l ook ing  a t  t h e s e  e v e n t s ,  
t h e  t h i n g s  people  d i d  from t h a t  ang le ,  t h i n k  it o v e r  now. 
Do you see ev idence  of a coverup of  what t r a n s p i r e d ?  

A From t h e  s t a n d p o i n t  of what you j u s t  t o l d  me, 
and from j u s t  t h o s e  f a c t s  a l o n e ,  t o g e t h e r  w i th  t h e  docu-
ments you 've  shown m e ,  y e s ,  s i r ,  I s e e  ev idence  of i t .  
But 1 knew no th ing  of it and I took no p a r t  i n  it. 
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I have no i n t e r e s t  i n  accus ing  you of  anyth ing .  
I s a i d  I b e l i e v e  what you t o l d  u s .  We a r e  a l l  h e r e  
endeavoring t o  g e t  c e r t a i n  a d d i t i o n a l  f a c t s .  

Q g  


A. A s  a m a t t e r  of f a c t ,  it seems r a t h e r  f o o l i s h  
now, b u t  I complained t o  Colonel  BARKER when he  became 
t h e  b r igade  exec  about  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  I thought  t h a t  one 
of t h e  o t h e r  b a t t a l i o n s  w a s  m i s t r e a t i n g  i t s  d e t a i n e e s .  
That  caused him t o  c a l l  i n  t h i s  o t h e r  b a t t a l i o n  commander 
and chew him and t h e n  t h e  o t h e r  b a t t a l i o n  commander came 
back t o  m e  and g o t  mad w i t h  me because I had r e p o r t e d  t o  
Colonel  BARKER t h a t  d e t a i n e e s  were be ing  m i s t r e a t e d .  If 
I ' d  e v e r  heard  t h a t  any were k i l l e d  I d o n ' t  know what I ' d  
have done, sir.  I mean, r e a l l y  b e l i e v e d  it. 

Q. I n  t h e  l i g h t  of  what I ' v e  s a i d ,  can you t h i n k  
of any a c t i o n s  t h a t  were taken  o r  n o t  t aken  d u r i n g  and 
a f t e r  t h i s  t ime ,  t h a t  i n d i c a t e  t o  you, now t h a t  I ' v e  t o l d  
you what went on t h a t  t h e r e  was an e f f o r t  t o  coverup t h e  
i n c i d e n t .  

A. Well,  f i r s t  o f  a l l ,  I d i d n ' t  f e e l  t h a t  I w a s  
be ing  asked t o  look a t  what was i n  t h e  envelope.  I w a s  
j u s t  t o l d ,  "This  i s  my enve lope ,  t a k e  i t ,  and you p u t  it 
away, and when I c a l l  f o r  it you g i v e  it back t o  me." 
I d o n ' t  know what w a s  i n  t h e  envelope.  

Q, I ' m  n o t  r e a l l y  t h i n k i n g  of  t h a t .  I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  
t h i n k  of o t h e r  t h i n g s  t h a t  might come t o  your mind, t h a t  

.' t he  people  d i d  o r  d i d n ' t  do. 

I0 : W e l l  I t h i n k  one t h i n g  t h a t  i s  coming t o  h i s  
mind, it c e r t a i n l y  comes t o  my mind, i s  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  
t h e r e ' s  a very  g r e a t  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  Colonel  BLACKLEDGE 
has  been duped. And I--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I wouldn' t say  duped, s i r .  The re ' s  
no gua ran tee  t h a t  it was my b u s i n e s s  t o  t a k e  p a r t  i n  t h e  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  I d o n ' t  know who was d i r e c t e d  t o  conduct  
the--

Q. 
document. 

( I n t e r p o s i n g )  But your  i n i t i a l s  show up on t h e  
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at Oh, y e s ,  sir. That shows p r e t t y  conc lus ive ly  t h a t  
t h e  
A. Oh, y e s ,  s i r .  That  shows p r e t t y  conc lus ive ly  t h a t  
Pihe r e p o r t ,  f i n a l  r e p o r t  w a s  typed  up i n  my o f f i c e .  I ' m  s u r e  
t h a t  I saw it o r  else I wouldn ' t  have i n i t i a l e d  it. I 
wasn ' t  i n  t h e  h a b i t  of  i n i t i a l i n g  t h i n g s  t h a t  I d i d n ' t  
see. 

Q- But you d o n ' t  know what p a r t  of t h a t  r e p o r t  you 
s a w .  

A. W e l l ,  a s  I s a i d  when I w a s  shown t h e  copy of it 
wi thou t  my i n i t i a l s ,  I d i d n ' t  b e l i e v e  I had seen any o f  it. 
But obvious ly  I had,  which i s  j u s t  ano the r  f u n c t i o n  of  my 
lousy  memory I guess .  

Q. W e l l ,  I ' m  r e a l l y  n o t  focus ing  on t h e  immediate 
t h i n g s  we've asked you, b u t  I ' m  a sk ing  you t o  t r y  t o  t h i n k  
ove r  t h i n g s  people  d i d ,  how they  conducted themselves 
du r ing  t h i s  p e r i o d ,  t h i n g s  t h a t  perhaps  t hey  s h o u l d n ' t  have 
done t h a t  t h e y  d i d  do,  t h i n g s  t h a t  t hey  d i d  now t a k e  on a 
new meaning t o  you. You see, you w e r e  t h e r e ,  w e  we ren ' t .  
I p e r s o n a l l y  see no reason  why you needed t o  be involved  
i n  t h e  coverup i f  t h e r e  w a s  a p l a n .  

A. The t h i n g s  which took on new meaning t o  m e ,  and 
they  took on new meaning i n  December r a t h e r  t han  today ,  
w a s  number one,  why w e  were o u t  t h e r e  t a l k i n g  t o  t h e  
company commander. I t  w a s  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  and almost  t h e  
on ly  t i m e  t h a t  I was e v e r  o u t  d u r i n g  an o p e r a t i o n  i n  t h e  
f i e l d  t a l k i n g  t o  a  company commander. There i s  one o t h e r  
t i m e  t h a t  I can r e c a l l  going o u t  and t a l k i n g  t o  a company 
commander, b u t  t hen  no th ing  w a s  happening,  t hey  were j u s t  
moving from one p l a c e  t o  another .  W e  s a t  down and t a l k e d  
t o  t h e  company commander and g o t  up and went away. I j u s t  
d i d n ' t  g e t  o u t  t h a t  much. But t o  l a n d  wh i l e  t h e r e  w a s  s t i l l  
smoke i n  t h e  a i r ,  t h e  p l a c e s  had been burned up, and t o  t e l l  
t h e  company commander t o  s e c u r e  an a r e a  f o r  us t o  l and .  
That  s o r t  of t h i n g ,  t h a t  d i d n ' t  happen, excep t  t h a t  t i m e .  
And I w a s  t r y i n g ,  wh i l e  I w a s  t h e r e ,  t o  determine what o u r  
purpose w a s  i n  be ing  t h e r e .  So I w a s  l i s t e n i n g  t o  what 
t h e  b r igade  commander w a s  s ay ing  t o  Captain  MEDINA, and 
I t r i e d  t o  relate a s  b e s t  I could  what w a s  s a i d  and what I 
thought  about  it a t  t h e  t i m e .  What I thought  about it a t  
t h e  t i m e  w a s  he w a s  t r y i n g  t o  a s s u r e  h imse l f  t h a t  t h e s e  
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w e r e  r e g u l a r  VC t h a t  w e r e  be ing  k i l l e d .  I guess I 
s h o u l d n ' t  c a l l  them r e g u l a r  b u t  a t  l e a s t  bona f i d e  VC 
t h a t  were be ing  k i l l e d .  I f  t h e r e  were any c i v i l i a n s  
amsng them t h a t  t hey  w e r e n ' t  be ing  inc luded  i n  t h a t  
f i g u r e  of 128, and a long  wi th  it what was be ing  done 
about any c i v i l i a n s  t h a t  had been i n j u r e d .  

Q L e t s  keep your mind focused on t h a t  scene  
r i g h t  now. L e t s  assume t h a t  Colonel  HENDERSON was up 
t o  h i s  neck i n  t h i s .  Now, would t h a t  scene t a k e  on a 
d i f f e r e n t  meaning. You unders tand he was t h e r e ,  he w a s  
over  t h e  p l a c e ,  h e  s a w  t h e  hootches  burn ing ,  he went 
t o  t h e  Task Force Barker TOC and he s tuck  around t h e r e  f o r  
about an hour and 25 minutes and t h e n  he went back 
over  a t  which t ime a  g r e a t  many houses and hootches  w e r e  
burning.  So much burn ing  down t h e r e  t h e  p l a c e  was s t i l l  
smoking t h e  n e x t  morning. C h a r l i e  Company headed down 
toward H i l l  85 t h e  second day of  t h e  o p e r a t i o n .  

A. W e l l  when I went w i t h  him it was j u s t  smoking, 
t h e r e  wasn ' t  any a c t i v e  burn ing  t h a t  I can r e c a l l .  

Q- L e t s  assume Colonel  HENDERSON i s  a p a r t  of t h i s .  
Does t h a t  scene  t a k e  on any d i f f e r e n t  meaning t o  you? You've 
heard t h e  e x p r e s s i o n  CYA h a v e n ' t  you? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q- W a s  t h a t  a l i t t l e  CYA ope ra t ion?  Why d i d  he 
t a k e  you al,ong? 

A. W e l l ,  he was new, s ir .  I thought ,  "Well,  h e r e  
it looks  l i k e  w i th  a new commander ' 1 ' m  going t o  g e t  a 
chance t o  go o u t . "  T h a t ' s  what I thought ,  s i r ,  I ' m  
s o r r y ,  b u t  when I g o t  i n  t h a t  h e l i c o p t e r ,  t h a t s  what I 
thought.  

Q- H e  w a s  your exec ,  h e ' d  been commander of t h e  
b r igade  b e f o r e .  

A. But General  LIPSCOMB never  took m e  o u t  i n  h i s  
chopper. 

Q- W e l l  I ' m  t e l l i n g  you now, l e t ' s  assume what I ' v e  
t o l d  you i s  c o r r e c t ,  t h a t  h e ' s  involved i n  t h i s  t h i n g .  
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A. That he a l r e a d y  had knowledge, as of t h e . d a y  w e  
went o u t  t h e r e ,  t h e r e  had been t r o u b l e ?  

Q. T h a t ' s  h a r d l y  i n  doubt.  
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A. S i r ,  it e x p l a i n s  t o  me why he was very  p a r t i c u l a r  
about t h e  q u e s t i o n s  he w a s  a sk ing .  But t h e  q u e s t i o n s  d i d n ' t  
t o ' m e  seem t o  be ,  "Look w e  g o t  some t r o u b l e  h e r e ,  and t h i s  i s  
what I want you t o  say  f o r  t h e  r eco rd .  Now i s n ' t  t h i s  what 
happened." I t  d i d n ' t  go t h a t  way a t  a l l ,  s ir .  He w a s  a sk ing  
what t o  me were p i e r c i n g ,  p e n e t r a t i n g  q u e s t i o n s  t h a t  I 
f e l t  were t h e  k i n d  of  q u e s t i o n s  t h a t  a  b r igade  commander 
would make i f  he was genuine ly  concerned and wanted t o  
make s u r e  t h a t  t h i n g s  were be ing  done on t h e  up and up. 
went away wi th  him f e e l i n g  t h a t ,  I came i n t o  t h e  room 
i n  December f e e l i n g  t h a t .  Knowing what I know of t h e  man 
i t s  s o r t  of hard  f o r  me t o  r a t i o n a l i z e  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  
he w a s  doing a coverup w i t h  what I saw t h a t  day. 

Q- I have q u i t e  a d i f f e r e n t  f e e l i n g ,  I a s s u r e  you. 
Now e x a c t l y  what s u b j e c t s  were covered t h e r e  as you l a y  i n  
t h e  p o t a t o  f i e l d ?  Was t h e r e  t h e  s h o o t i n g  of t h e  woman 
by MEDINA? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  he--

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  What e l s e ?  A t  v a r i o u s  t ime Colonel  
HENDERSON has  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h a t  was t h e  on ly  b i t  of  t r o u b l e  
t h e r e  w a s .  

A. W e l l  he  p r a c t i c a l l y ,  t o  me anyway, it seemed t h a t  
he p r a c t i c a l l y  had t o  wrench t h a t  p i e c e  of i n fo rma t ion  o u t  
of MEDINA. You know, a r e  you s u r e ,  a r e  you s u r e .  "Well 
t h e r e  was t h i s  one , "  t h a t ' s  t h e  k i n d  of t h i n g  it w a s ,  
"This one g i r l ,  I c o u l d n ' t  h e l p  t h a t . "  

10: MEDINA d i d n ' t  say  a t  t h a t  t i m e  t h a t  he knew t h e r e  
w e r e  2 0 ,  a t  l e a s t  20  dead c i v i l i a n s ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  I ' v e  a l r e a d y  t o l d  you about  t h a t ,  y e s ,  
sir. But t h i s  t o  me was a  m a t t e r  of coming on them. I n  
o t h e r  words, my people  have r e p o r t e d  t o  me t h a t  t hey  found 
t h e s e  people  t h a t  t ime ,  a r t i l l e r y ,  gunships .  He d i d n ' t  
e x p l a i n  how they  had been h i t .  

Q. I should have s t a t e d  i n  my summation a whi le  ago,  
i f 1  d i d n ' t ,  t h a t  t h e r e  probably was no one k i l l e d  by 
a r t i l l e r y .  
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A. Y e s ,  s i r .  I ts  beginning t o  come through t h a t  way . 
t o  me ' too.  I n  f a c t ,  it s t a r t e d  t o  come through t o  m e  i n  
~ecernber .  

Q. The a r t i l l e r y  FO s a i d  he d i d n ' t  see anybody t h e r e .  
A s  I r e c a l l  M E D I N A ' s  prime tes t imony,  he s a i d  he d i d n ' t  
f i n d  any t h i n g .  W e l l  what e l s e  d i d  he cover  b e s i d e  t h e  
shoo t ing  of t h e  g i r l ?  

A. ' ~ ewas asked about  how he was g e t t i n g  t h e  
s ta t is t ics .  H e  t o l d  t h e  b r igade  commander t h e y  were 
coming i n  t o  him from t h e  p l a toon  l e a d e r s  by r a d i o ,  a s  
t hey  normally d i d .  The b r i g a d e  commander asked him i f  
t h e r e  w a s  any bod ie s  i n  t h e  immediate a r e a  t h a t  he 
could see. The company commander t o l d  him no,  t h e r e  
were none i n  t h e  a r e a  t h a t  he could g e t  him t o ,  from 
where w e  were i n  t h e  p o t a t o  pa t ch .  The b r i g a d e  commander 
d i d n ' t  p r e s s  t o  go o u t  on t h e  ground any f u r t h e r  t o  
a c t u a l l y  see. 

Q. Did HENDERSON ask him i f  t h e r e  were any bod ie s  h e  
could  go look a t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  I n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of  where w e  w e r e  a t  t h e  
t i m e. 
Q. A t  t h a t  t ime? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. They h a d n ' t  been k i l l i n g  anybody f o r  2 days .
Was t h e r e  any t a l k  about  going back i n t o  My L a i  ( 4 ) ?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any, sir.  

Q- Were you f a m i l i a r  w i th  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  t h a t  w e ' r e  
t o l d  were given o u t  on t h e  a f t e rnoon  of t h e  1 6 t h  t o  MEDINA, 
o r  t o  t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  t o  determine how many c i v i l i a n s  were 
k i l l e d  and wounded and how t h e y  were k i l l e d  and wounded. 
This  i s  a  message t h a t  w a s  s e n t  down t o  Task Force Barker.  

A. From? 
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Q- From b r i g a d e ,  a p p a r e n t l y  around 1600 hours .  I t  
might have been a l i t t l e  b i t  ear l ier .  

A. S i r ,  I d i d n ' t  g e t  involved  i n  t h a t .  

Q- Never heard  anyth ing  about  t h a t ?  

I 0 : I t h i n k  it was around 1500. 

MR WEST: P o s s i b l y .  You never  hea rd  of  t h a t ?  

A. NO, sir.  

Q. The tes t imony a f t e r  t h a t  was t h a t  CALHOUN g o t  on 
t h e  r a d i o  and i n s t r u c t e d  MEDINA t o  t a k e  his 'company back i n  
t o  My L a i ,  make a  body count and determine 'how t h e s e  people  
w e r e - k i l l e d .  MEDINA p r o t e s t e d  and he i n  f a c t  d i d n ' t  go back 
i n .  Was t h e r e  any d i s c u s s i o n  about t h i s ?  

A. There seemed t o  be a  q u e s t i o n  i n  t h e  mind of  
d i v i s i o n  a s  t o  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  of  t h e  c a s u a l t i e s .  

Q- A t  d i v i s i o n ?  

A. Right .  

Q- T e l l  us about t h a t .  

A. W e l l  I t h i n k  I probably mentioned t h a t  i n  
December. They were always s u s p i c i o u s  when u n t o l d  
numbers of  c a s u a l t i e s  took p l a c e .  They wanted t o  g e t  a l l  
t h e  f a c t s ,  as when they  s e n t  down t h a t  l e t t e r  a sk ing  f o r  
an a f t e r  a c t i o n  r e p o r t .  They wanted a l l  t h e  complete 
d e t a i l s  on it. Our normal r e a c t i o n  t o  d i v i s i o n ' s  want ing 
t o  know what happened almost  b e f o r e  it happened i s ,  w e l l  
h i g h e r  headqua r t e r s  i s  h a r a s s i n g  us  aga in  b e f o r e  we can 
even f i n d  o u t  what happened o u r s e l v e s .  However we do t r y  
t o  s a t i s f y  them because they  d o n ' t  normal ly  l e t  up. They 
cont inue  t o  ask t h e  q u e s t i o n  u n t i l  you g i v e  them t h e  answer 
t h e y ' r e  looking  f o r .  So w e  normally s t a r t  o u t  by say ing  
w e  d o n ' t  know y e t ,  w e ' l l  f i n d  o u t  and c a l l  back. The 
b r i g a d e ,  t o  m e ,  when w e  went o u t  i n  t h e  f i e l d  t h a t  day,  w a s  
i n  f a c t  responding t o  t h a t  k ind  of  p r e s s u r e  from h i g h e r  
headqua r t e r s  t o  come back and t e l l  what k ind  of  c a s u a l t i e s  
you had t h e r e .  
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Q. I t  d i d n ' t  occur  t o  you t h a t  he was i n v e s t i g a t i n g - -

10: ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  The h e a r i n g  w i l l  r e c e s s  a t  t h i s  
moment. 

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  1830 hour s ,  12 February 
1970.) 

(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1835 hours ,  
12 February 1970. ) 

10: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR: A l l  pe r sons  p r e s e n t  when t h e  h e a r i n g  r eces sed  are 
aga in  p r e s e n t ,  w i t h  t h e  excep t ion  of Colonel  FRANKLIN. 

MR WEST: Colonel  BLACKLEDGE, t o  g e t  back t o  my q u e s t i o n  as 
t o  whether t h e r e  were any e v e n t s  which now, a s  you view them, 
might make you t h i n k  t h e r e  was a coverup. You i n d i c a t e d  
t h a t ,  t h i n k i n g  back now, t h e  conference w i t h  MEDINA i n  t h e  
p o t a t o  p a t c h  seems r a t h e r  p e c u l i a r ,  o r  a t  l e a s t  made you won- 
d e r  a t  t h e  t i m e .  Can you t h i n k  of  any o t h e r  even t  t h a t  might  
have s i g n a l e d  a coverup had you known then  what you know 
now? 

A. I had mixed f e e l i n g s  about  t h i s .  Number one,  I 
w a s  wondering why I was be ing  t aken  along.  On t h e  o t h e r  
hand I was s o r t  o f  g l a d  t h a t  I was be ing  taken  a long ,  be-
cause  t h i s  seemed t o  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  Colonel  HENDERSON pre-  
posed a c e r t a i n  amount of  f a i t h  i n  my a b i l i t y  t o  adv i se  
him on t h e  ground. I was going t o  g e t  a chance t o  go o u t  
w i th  him i n  s u c c e s s i v e  o p e r a t i o n s  and perhaps  g e t  down 
c l o s e r  t o  where I would unders tand  a l i t t l e  more about  
what happened o u t  t h e r e  i n  t h e  f i e l d .  I t h i n k  he probably 
n o t i c e d  ove r  t h e  t ime  t h a t  he and I were back a t  b r i g a d e  
headqua r t e r s ,  when he w a s  t h e  exec  and I was t h e  S2,  t h a t  
he d i d n ' t  g e t  a chance t o  go o u t  i n  t h e  f i e l d  much e i t h e r .  
So perhaps  he had n o t i c e d  t h a t  I had t h e  same f e e l i n g s  t h a t  
he himself  had about  never  g e t t i n g  a chance t o  f i n d  o u t  
w h a t ' s  going on o u t  t h e r e .  So I thought ,  t h a t ' s  why he w a s  
t a k i n g  m e  a long.  

MR WEST: My q u e s t i o n  was any o t h e r  even t  which, viewed i n  
t h e  l i g h t  of what I ' v e  s a i d  t o  you, might have s i g n a l e d  a 
coverup,  from what you know and what I ' v e  i n d i c a t e d  t o  you. 

A. I ' m  t h i n k i n g  h a r d ,  s i r ,  b u t  I am n o t  coming up 
wi th  anyth ing  looking  back a t  what I remember. 
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I0 : Did you have any thoughts ,  f o r  example, when you 
gave him t h i s  p i ece  of information propaganda t h a t  Americans 
k i l l e d  500, and Colonel HENDERSON j u s t  s o r t  of  gives  you t h e  
brush and t e l l s  you t h a t  i t ' s  being looked i n t o .  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  I d e f i n i t e l y  had thought .  But when I 
d i d  t h a t ,  it was a l ready  with  t h e  knowledge t h a t  w e  had gone 
o u t  and t a l k e d  t o  Captain MEDINA on t h a t  same ope ra t ion .  I 
know what answer he had g o t t e n  from Captain MEDINA, and it 
d i d n ' t  seem t o  j i b e  up wi th  what he had determined on t h e  
ground. 

Q Well,  I want t o  ask you a few ques t ions .  I would 
l i k e  t o  no t  plow ove r ,  as  a ma t t e r  of f a c t  I ' d  l i k e  you t o  
make these  a s  b r i e f  a s  you can and s t i l l  respond t o  them. 
You knew t h a t  t h e r e  were about 20 c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s  o r  
more. 

A .  T h a t ' s  what Captain MEDINA s a i d ,  y e s ,  s ir .  

Q Y e s ,  and a t  t h e  same t i m e  y o u ' r e  f a m i l i a r  with  
your SITREPS that go i n ,  o r  your I N T S U M ' s .  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  e v e r  having r epor t ed  t h a t  some ci-
v i l i a n s  w e r e  k i l l e d ?  

A. I never pu t  t h a t  on any of my I N T S U M ' s .  

Q - Was t h e r e  any r e p o r t  f i l e d  t h a t  c i v i l i a n s  had been 
k i l l e d ?  

A. I f  it was, s i r ,  it c e r t a i n l y  w a s n ' t  done through 
my o f f i c e .  

Q W e l l ,  a r e n ' t  we r e spons ib le  t o  provide word, any-
time c i v i l i a n s  become c a s u a l t i e s ?  

A. W e l l ,  s i r ,  d i v i s i o n  had a format of in format ion  
they wanted and j u s t  how they wanted it, and--

Q = ( In t e rpos ing)  There i s  a p l a c e  down a t  t h e  bottom. 
I can show you t h e i r  format. I t  says  "o the r "  down t h e r e  and 
you could have r epor t ed  them i f  b r igade  had wanted t o  r e p o r t  
them, they could have r epor t ed  them. 
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A. Y e s ,  s ir ,  I g r a n t  you t h a t ,  except  t h a t  I d i d n ' t  
e v e r  unders tand t h a t  it w a s  i n  my-- 

Q- ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  W e l l ,  I ' m  n o t  s ay ing  i t ' s  yours .
I ' m  j u s t  a sk ing  you i f  you have any reason t o  t h i n k  why 
they d i d n ' t  r e p o r t  some c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s .  You know t h e r e  
were a t  least 20. 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. And then-- 

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  What I w a s  making s u r e  of  i s  t h a t  
I d i d n ' t  know t h a t  t hey  h a d n ' t  been r e p o r t e d ,  and I wouldn ' t  
have r e a l l y  looked i n t o  it. 

Q. W e l l ,  you very happ i ly  t u rned  i n  a l l  t h e s e  o t h e r  
ones t h a t  128 g o t  k i l l e d  and t h r e e  weapons a r e  cap tu red ,  b u t  
t h e r e ' s  no mention of  t h e  c i v i l i a n s .  Yet Colonel  TREXLER, 
t h e  G2 a t  d i v i s i o n  t e l l s  me, "Yes, d i v i s i o n  p o l i c y ,  always 
r e p o r t  c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s . "  And I j u s t  d o n ' t  unders tand 
t h i s .  

A. Was d i v i s i o n  r e p o r t i n g  t o  h i g h e r  headqua r t e r s  ci-
v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s ,  s i r ?  

A. H e  s a i d  it w a s  d i v i s i o n  p o l i c y ,  h i s  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  
of t h e i r  p o l i c y  was t h a t  c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s  would be re-
por ted .  

A. I s a w  d i v i s i o n  INTSUMS everyday. A copy was s e n t  
t o  m e  and I never  on t h e r e ,  recal l  s e e i n g  a n ~ ~ c i v i l i a n s  sir.  

Q- Look a t  t h i s  a r t i l l e r y  d i r e c t i v e  from t h e  America1 
Div i s ion ,  da t ed  15  January 1968, E x h i b i t  D-14 .  Look a t  para -
graph 2. See where it says  s p e c i f i c a l l y  a l l  a r t i l l e r y  i n c i -  
d e n t s  i nvo lv ing  i n j u r y  o r  dea th  t o  U.S., A l l i e d ,  o r  RVN per -
sonne l  o r  Vietnamese c i v i l i a n s  w i l l  be i n v e s t i g a t e d ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

a- W e l l ,  do you know about  an a r t i l l e r y  i n c i d e n t  be ing  
conducted? I n v e s t i g a t i o n  and r e p o r t ?  

A. No, s i r ,  n o t  i n  t h i s  c a s e ,  nor  i n  a  number of o t h e r s  
t h a t  occur red  du r ing  t h i s  p e r i o d  up t o  t h e r e .  
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Q .  And I show you ano the r  document (Exh ib i t  D-12). 
This  i s  from Headquarters 111 MAF, and t h i s  has  t o  do wi th  
s e r i o u s  i n c i d e n t  r e p o r t s .  You w i l l  n o t i c e  on page 3 one 
of t h e  i n c l u s i v e  i t e m s ,  i s  s e r i o u s  i n c i d e n t s  i nvo lv ing  
p r i s o n e r s  of  w a r .  To your knowledge, w a s  t h e r e  any form 
of s e r i o u s  i n c i d e n t  r e p o r t  f i l e d  on t h i s  s i t u a t i o n ,  even 
invo lv ing  20? Twenty c i v i l i a n s  i s  a l o t  of c i v i l i a n s  i n  
my way of t h ink ing?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  I d o n ' t  recall  any r e p o r t  going forward.  

Q. A l l  r i g h t ,  f i n e .  

A. And aga in  I have t o  add on n o t  on ly  t h i s  b u t  any 
of many, many o t h e r  s i m i l a r  i n c i d e n t s .  

&. A l l  r i g h t .  Now you mentioned when you w e r e  on your 
way o u t  on t h e  18 th  t o  t h i s  p l a c e  i n  t h e  f i e l d .  Could you 
s t i l l  see some p l a c e s  burning? What w a s  burning? 

A. I t  was r e a l l y  smoking, sir.  I t  looked l i k e  what 
w e r e  e i t h e r  houses o r  l i v e s t o c k  q u a r t e r s  o r  something l i k e  
t h a t  had been burned. 

8 .  Y e s .  What was t h e  d i v i s i o n  p o l i c y  on t h a t ?  

A- No i n t e n t i o n a l  burning,  s i r .  I f  a f i r e  w a s  s t a r t e d  
by g u n f i r e ,  t h a t  was an un fo r tuna t e  a c c i d e n t  of war,  b u t  
t h e r e  w a s  t o  be no d e l i b e r a t e  burning.  

Q- Do you know t h a t  du r ing  t h e  course  of t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  
t h a t  seven hamlets  o r  subhamlets w e r e  burned t o  t h e  ground? 

A. W e l l ,  having flown o v e r  it, I know t h a t  t h e r e  had 
been a l o t  of burning.  

Be Div i s ion  p o l i c y  was t h a t  n o t  even a  hootch would 
be burned down wi thou t  e x p l i c i t  approva l  of  .the d i v i s i o n  corn-
mander, and i n  h i s  absence,  an ADC. 

A. On t h e  o t h e r  hand, i f  you have a l a r g e  a c t i o n  such 
as appeared t o  be going on wi th  bo th  s i d e s ,  according t o  
t h e  way it came t o  m e  from d i v i s i o n  headqua r t e r s ,  having a 
l a r g e  number of f o r c e s - I could  s e e  very  e a s i l y  where t h e r e  
would be a Lot of  gunships f i r i n g  marking rounds and a l l  
s o r t s  of i ncend ia ry  i t e m s  f l y i n g  through t h e  a r e a .  There 
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A. Y e s p  s i r .  

Q- And t h i s  l e t t e r  s t a t e d  t h a t  General  KOSTER had b e e n .  
w i t h  General  TOAN. He'd r e c e i v e d  t h i s  a l l e g a t i o n  made by t h e  
d i s t r i c t  chief, which ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ' v n ,szen 3 copy o f ,  t h e  l e t t e r  of 2 --
11 A p r i l  which was a t t a c h e d  t o  it. General  KOSTER wanted 
t h a t  i n v e s t i g a t e d  and r e p o r t e d  upon. Now do you e v e r  remember 
s e e i n g  t h a t  p i e c e  of paper  i n  t h a t  f o l d e r  o r  anyplace  e l s e ?  

A. No, s i r ,  I d i d n ' t  look i n  t h e  f o l d e r ,  I d i d n ' t  see 
t h e  paper .  But it f i t s  i n  w i t h  what t h e  b r i g a d e  commander 
t o l d  m e  when I showed him t h e  r e p o r t s .  D iv i s ion  knew about  
it and was looking  i n t o  t h e  m a t t e r ,  I s m  s u r e  t h a t  t h a t ' s  
e x a c t l y  what-- 

Q o  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  W e l l ,  d i v i s i o n  had d i r e c t e d  him t o  
look i n t o  t h e  m a t t e r .  I t  w a s n ' t  d i v i s i o n  look ing  i n t o  it. 

A. Yes, s i r ,  I see t h a t  now. T h a t ' s  t h e  b e s t  of  my 
r e c o l l e c t i o n .  

Q. On t h e  morning of t h e  1 8 t h  when you went w i th  
Colonel  HENDERSON, you went up t a  LZ D o t t i e .  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  

Q e  
 MY guess  is you s t a y e d  a t  LZ D o t t i e  f o r  p e r i o d
of ahout  2 hou r s ,  wh i l e  Colonel  HENDERSON c o n f e r r e d  wi th  some 
people  and a l s o  i n t e r r o g a t e d  s o m e  peop le ,  Do you remember 
tha t?  

A. I n t e r r o g a t e d  some people?  

Q. Y e s ,  some a v i a t o r s .  

A .  M a ,  sir, I wasn" w i t h  him when he was doing t h a t .  

Q- Well I know you w e r e n ' t  t h e r e ,  b u t  I wondered whether 
you know t h a t  he was i n  Colonel  BARKEk? van. ~ e a n w h i l - e  
Colonel  BARKER had come o u t  a long  w i t h  General  YOUNG. While 
you were t h e r e ,  d i d  you t a l k  t o  Captain  ROTOuC? 

A, ~ ' msure I d i d .  I probably t a l k e d  t o  him more 
t h a n  anybody else because t h a t "  t h e  guy t h a t  I was working 
d i r e c t l y  w i t h ,  

9. Well I r a t h e r  v i s u a l i z e d  you would. T h a t ' s  t h e  
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Q- Yes. Based upon what we've d i s c u s s e d  today ,  some 
of t h e s e  r e a l l y  c r i t i c a l  p o i n t s  may f i t  i n t o  p l a c e .  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q e  W e  have a p r e t t y  complete s t o r y  about  what t r a n s -
p i r e d .  

A. You s u r e  do. 

Q - We've g o t  some gaps i n  i t ,  b u t  w e ' r e  hoping t o  f i l l  
some of t hose .  

A. Of course  1'11 l e a v e  h e r e  today  w i t h  a l o t  d i f f e r e n t  
a t t i t u d e  t h a n  I d i d  i n  December, 

Q This  h a s  t aken  us a l i t t l e  l o n g e r  t h a n  I thought
when I t a l k e d  t o  you i n  December t o o ,  because of t h e  magni-
tude  and t h e  enormity  of e x a c t l y  what w e ' r e  f a c e d  w i t h ,  a l l  
of u s  s i t t i n g  i,ight, h e r e  a t  t h e  t a b l e ,  i ~ c l c . ' i n g  y o a r s e l f .  
Well ,  i f y o u  do t h i n k  of any th ing ,  I wish you 'd  g e t  i n  touch 
w i t h  u s .  I f  y o u ' l l  j u s t  c a l l  t h i s  o f f i c e , . w e 1 d  be ve ry  
happy t o  have somebody t a l k '  t o  you s o  t h a t  w e  can t a k e  ad-
vantage  of t h i s  i n fo rma t ion .  

A. I'd be g lhd  t o ,  s i r .  I promise t h a t  I ' l l  r e a l l y  
g i v e  i t  every  b i t  of brairlpower I ' v e  g o t .  I f  I come up w i t h  
anyth ing  1'11 be on ly  t o o  g l a d  t o  g i v e  you a c a l l ,  g e t  it 
t o  you. 

Q Do you have any q u e s t i o n s  t o  ask  a t  t h i s  t ime?  We'd 
be  very  happy t o  t r y  t o  respond.  

A .. Well,  t h e  on ly  one i s  whether  you 've  dec ided  y e t  
whether  o r  n o t  I" s t i i l  1 s u s p e c t .  I ' m  j-ustt h i n k i n g  about  
myself .  I f e e l  ve ry  u p s e t  about  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  anybody would 
even think--

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Well ,  I must s a y  t h a t  I t h i n k  you
have p r e s e n t e d  y o u r s e l f  w e l l  h e r e  today.  But w e  a r e  n o t  
through w i t h  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  y e t ,  and I t h i n k  you must 
recognize  t h a t  hav ing  your i n i t i a l s  on t h a t  p i e c e  of pape r  
would cause anybody f rom a l o g i c a l  p o i n t  of  view t o  have 
a degree  of  s u s p i c i o n .  I don" t h i n k  t h a t  w e  n e c e s s a r i l y  
f e e l  e x a c t l y  t h e  way we d i d .  But a t  t h e  moment I ' m  n o t  
p repa red  t o  s ay  t h a t  I s mwithdrawing my s u s p i c i o n ,  
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A. Yes, s i r ,  1 recognize  t h a t .  I thought  perhaps  you 
wouldn ' t .  Y e s ,  s i r .  Well,  I have no o b j e c t i o n  t o  coming 
back a t  any t i m e  you f e e l  you need m e  back and I d e f i n i t e l y  
d o n ' t  f e e l  anymore t h a n  I d i d  when I came i n  t h a t  I have 
anyth ing  t o  h i d e .  P e r s o n a l l y ,  I ' m  a b l e  t o  l i v e  w i t h  myself .  
I on ly  f e e l  a l i t t l e  b i t  u p s e t  t h a t  I w a s n ' t  a l i t t l e  b i t  
smar t e r  a t ,t h e  t i m e .  I have no th ing  e l s e  t h a t  I can o f f e r .  

Q- A l l  r i g h t ,  f i n e .  I would l i k e  t o  aga in  c a u t i o n  
you about  t a l k i n g .  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q P r e v i o u s l y  I d i r e c t e d  you n o t  t o  t a l k .  This  t i m e  
s i n c e  you a r e  a r e t i r e d  r e s e r v i s t ,  I cannot  s o  d i r e c t  you,  
b u t  I w i l l  r e q u e s t  t h a t  you n o t  t a l k .  I t h i n k  you 've  a l r e a d y  
been o v e r  t o  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i v e  subcommittee of t h e  House 
Armed S e r v i c e  Committee, have you no t?  

A. N o ,  s ir ,  I have n o t .  

Q- W e l l ,  i n  t h e  e v e n t  t h e y  do c a l l  you, your  t es t imony 
h e r e  would i n  no way p rec lude  you t e s t i f y i n g  b e f o r e  such 
a body. 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q- I would s a y  t h a t  you should ,  i f  you appear  t h e r e ,  
respond t o  t h a t  which you knew p r i o r  t o  coming i n  h e r e  an2 
n o t  based upon t h e  i n fo rma t ion  t h a t  w e  have g iven  you. 

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q Do I make my p o i n t  c l e a r ?  

A .  Y e s l  s i r .  

Q - So t h a t  you shou ld  n o t  be b u i l d i n g  any e r ron-GOU:; 
hypotheses .  

A. The re ' s  one p o i n t  I ' d  l i k e  t o  make, s ir .  That  is 
perhaps  you EeeE t h a t  I ' m  a c i v i i i a n ;  I d o n B t  f e e l  t h a t  L " m  
a c i v i l i a n .  That  f a c t  t h a t  I r e t i r e d  d o e s n ' t  mean I have 
any l e s s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  t h e  United S t a t e s  Army o r  t o  you 
o r  t o  anybody t h a t  r e p r e s e n t s  it. 

Q. I ' m  j u s t  g i v i n g  you--
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A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  The Army is s t i l l  paying me, and 
as f a r  a s  I can see, 1 'rn probably s u b j e c t  t o  some ~ i n dof 
r e c a l l  t o  a c t i v e  duty a t  which t i m e  you could  go ahead and 
make t h e  d i r e c t i o n  t h a t  you ' r e  now r e q u e s t i n g ,  s o  I under-
s t a n d  what i t ' s  a l l  about ,  sir. 

10: A l l  r i g h t .  W e l l ,  I a p p r e c i a t e  t h a t  p a i n t  of view 
very much. Anybody have any o t h e r  t h i n g  t h e y ' d  l i k e  t o  
b r i n g  up? 

The h e a r i n g  w i l l  r e c e s s  a t  t h i s  t i m e .  

(The hea r ing  r eces sed  a t  1900  hour s ,  1 2  February 
1970.) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS : BRYANT, George I11 CPT 

DATE O F  TESTIMONY: 2 March 1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL : None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 1 6  MARCH 1968: Suppor t  P l a t o o n  Leader ,  
4/3. 

The w i t n e s s  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  h e  w a s  charged  w i t h  t h e  
d u t y  of h a n d l i n g  r e s u p p l y  f o r  Task Force  Barker  (pg .  2 ) .  
H e  r e c a l l e d  t h e  d a t e  L i e u t e n a n t  COCHRAN w a s  k i l l e d  (pg.  3)  . 
The s t a t e m e n t  t h e  w i t n e s s  gave t h e  C I D  w a s  e r r o n e o u s ,  
because  a s  t h e  w i t n e s s  w a s  o r i e n t e d  h e  c o u l d  o n l y  r eca l l  
t h e  23 February  o p e r a t i o n  (pgs .  4 -8 ) .  H e  had no knowledge 
o f  t h e  16 March o p e r a t i o n  (pg.  8)  . 
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E X H I B I T S  

E X H I B I T  
NUMBER D E S C R I P T I O N  NOTES PAGES 

I 

M-57 I n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  w i t n e s s  R e a d  by t h e  w i t .  1 

MAP-1 Wall m a p  W i t  o r i en t ed .  3 

-
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(The hear ing  reconvened a t  0 9 4 0  hours ,  2 March 
1970. ) 

MR WEST: The hear ing  w i l l  come t o  order .  

RCDR: The following persons a r e  present :  MR WEST, LTC 
PATTERSON, and MAJ THOMAS. 

The nex t  wi tness  i s  Captain George BRYANT, 111. 

(CPT BRYANT was c a l l e d  a s  a wi tness ,  w a s  sworn, 
and t e s t i f i e d  as  follows :) 

Please  s t a t e  your f u l l  name, grade,  S o c i a l  
S e c u r i t y  number. 

A .  I a m  George BRYANT, 111, Captain,  

RCDR : S t a t e  your-branch of s e r v i c e ,  o rgan iza t ion ,  and 
p r e s e n t  duty s t a t i o n .  

A. Quartermaster  Corps, Company C ,  Student  E n l i s t e d  
Airborne,  3d B a t t a l i o n ,  Quar termaster  School Brigade, For t  
Lee, Vi rg in ia .  

MR WEST: Captain BRYANT, have you read  our  E x h i b i t  M-57 
which t e l l s  t h e  na tu re  and purpose of t h i s  inqui ry?  

A- Yes, I have, 

Q a Do you have any ques t ions  about i t ?  

A.  No, I d o n ' t .  

Q . We asked you t o  come i n ,  Captain BRYANT, a f t e r  
reading  a copy of t h e  document t h a t  you gave t o  t h e  C I D  
agent ,  M r .  MERCER, I b e l i e v e  it w a s ?  

A.  That 's c o r r e c t .  

Q e  We a r e  most i n t e r e s t e d  i n  your s ta tement  concerning 
even t s  of t h e  morning of 1 6  March 1968 and t h e  f a c t  t h a t  you 
were i n  t h e  Task Force B a r k e r  TO6 and heard p a r t  of what went 
on t h e r e  a t  t h e  t ime.  J u s t  f o r  t h e  r ecord ,  could.you t e l l  us 
what your duty  was on 1 6  March 1968? 

A. Primar i ly  on t h a t  s p e c i f i c  d a t e  I was t h e  support  
p la toon l e a d e r  of t h e  4 / 3 ,  11th  Light  I n f a n t r y  Bri.gade. 
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Q. What was your connect ion with  Task Force Barker? 

A. I was charged wi th  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of resupply 
of Task Force Barker.  I was o rgan ic  t o  t h e  4 / 3 ,  however, ou r  
p a r t i c u l a r  location--.Task Force Barker was augumented, and my 
element was charged wi th  t h e  suppor t  of Task Force Barker.  

Q- I n  t h a t  capac i ty ,  d i d  you spend a good d e a l  of 
t i m e  a t  Landing Zone D o t t i e ,  t h e  headquar te rs  of  Task Force 
Barker? 

A .  Y e s ,  I d i d .  While Task Force Barker was out., I 
guess  I d i d  w i t h  p r i m a r i l y ,  you know, coord ina t ion  and resupply .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  wha t ' s  been c a l l e d  t h e  Son My
opera t ion  of Task Force Barker t h a t  kicked o f f  on 16 March 
1 9 6  8? 

(cOL FRANKLIN e n t e r e d  t h e  hea r ing  room.) 

A. W e l l ,  s i n c e  a l l  t h i s  has  been brought t o  l i g h t ,  
I ' v e  been t r y i n g  t o  remember s p e c i f i c a l l y  2 y e a r s  ago. I 
d o n ' t  know exactly--my goodness, you know, I wasnV, teven 
t h i n k i n g  t h a t  t h i s  would come up. I n  my mind and my t h i n k i n g  
of  it, l i k e  I s t a t e d  t o  t h e  C I D  he re ,  t h i s  i s  t h e  on ly  t h i n g  
t h a t  I could r e l a t e  a t  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  t ime.  AS t o  t h i s  
p a r t i c u l a r  i n c i d e n t ,  a n d , t o  be  s p e c i f i c  and say  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  
t i m e  and d a t e ,  I a m  n o t  p o s i t i v e l y  s u r e  t h a t  it was t h a t  
p a r t i c u l a r  d a t e .  I t ' s  j u s t  something i n  my mind t o  which 
I can equate  a l a r g e  body count ,  because I heard it over  
t h e  r a d i o  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r .  time I was down t h e r e .  

Q Do you remember t h e  occasion when General  
LIPSCOMB r e l i n q u i s h e d  command of t h e  11th  Brigade t o  Colonel 
HENDERSON? 

A .  I wasn ' t  i n  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  a r e a ,  b u t  I do 
remember around t h e  t ime t h a t  t h a t  happened. 

Q. There was a ceremony a t  Due' Pho around 0930 i n  
t h e  morning on t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  d a t e ?  

A.  I d o n ' t  know anyth ing  about t h a t .  

Q. That was t h e  1 5 t h  of March. I thought  you could 
r e l a t e  t h a t  t o  t h e  t i m e  you were i n  t h e  TOC and h e l p  you fix 
t h e  d a t e s  a l i t t l e  b e t t e r .  
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A. This  i s  what I have been t r y i n g  t o  do and come up 
wi th  some concre te  f a c t s .  No, I c a n ' t  r e l a t e  t h a t  f a c t .  

Q. It was noteworthy t h a t  t h i s  change o f  command 
ceremony took p lace  aroun3 0930 i n  t h e  morning a t  Duc Pho? 

A. I wasn ' t  s t a t i o n e d  a t  Duc Pho a l l  t h e  t ime I was 
i n  Vietnam. 

Q- This  so-ca l led  Son My opera t ion  w a s  i n  an extended 
A0 down below t h e  r i v e r .  I f  y o u ' l l  look back of you a g a i n s t  
t h e  wa l l  a t  Exh ib i t  MAP-1, t h e  a r e a  i n  orange is t h e  extended 
A0 i n  which t h i s  opera t ion  took p lace .  There were p lans  f o r  
t h i s  opera t ion  t o  t a k e  p lace  sometime e a r l i e r ,  and t h e  opera t ion  
was cance l l ed .  I t  f i n a l l y  d i d  k ick  o f f  on t h e  1 6 t h  of March 
and l a s t e d  3 days f o r  most of the- -a t  l e a s t  f o r  C h a r l i e  Company. 
B/4/3 conducted some opera t ions  on t h e  1 9 t h .  I n  genera l  it 
was 3 t o  4 days. B/4/3, i n i t i a l l y  p a r t  of  t h e  company was t o  
move a g a i n s t  My Lai (1), so-ca l led  P i n k v i l l e ,  wi th  t h e  1st 
Platoon moving ou t  a g a i n s t  a--

A .  ( In te rpos ing)  I have two f a c t s  i n  my mind. One 
platoon l e a d e r  was k i l l e d  somewhere w i t h i n  t h a t  span of  t ime. 
We were p r e t t y  good f r i e n d s .  I d o n ' t  know t h e  d a t e  he  was 
k i l l e d .  

Q . That  was Lieutenant  COCHRAN. He was k i l l e d  on 
1 6  March 1968. 

A. That was t h e  16th  of March? 

Q That 's r i g h t .  

A.  I see .  

COL FRANKLIN: What's t h e  o t h e r  f a c t ?  

A.  When we f i r s t  went i n t o  DUC ~ h o ,we s t a y e d  t h e r e  
about a week o r  s o .  Then we deployed n o r t h  t o  Chu L a i ,  and 
we had one temporary base.  We s e t  up a f i e l d  t r a i n s  t h e r e .  
Somewhere i n  between t h e  t ime of Lieutenant  COCHRAN g e t t i n g  
k i l l e d ,  we r e l o c a t e d  t o  a d i f f e r e n t  a r e a .  NOW, I can a s s o c i a t e  
t h a t  f a c t  with t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  t ime t h a t  I am p l a c i n g  myself 
i n  t h e  TOC and I heard t h i s .  What I am t r y i n g  t o  do---I d o n ' t  
want t o  confuse t h i s  with another  opera t ion  because t h e r e  were 
hundreds of opera t ions  t h a t  I used t o  support  over  t h e r e ,  Task 
Force Barker and my organic  b a t t a l i a n .  
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LTC PATTERSON: Do you r e c a l l  a t i m e  when a company of  t h e  
4/3 was involved  i n  s e c u r i t y  f o r  LZ D o t t i e  and LZ Uptight?  

A. D e f i n i t e l y .  W e  r o t a t e d .  

Q - What occurred  he re  i s  a l l  t h r e e  companies of Task 
Force Barker moved o u t  from D o t t i e  and Upt ight ,  and t h e r e  
was a  u n i t  brought  i n  t o  secure  t h e  two f i r e  bases .  I 
thought ,  perhaps,  be ing  t h e  support  p la toon  l e a d e r ,  you 
might r e c a l l  t h a t  Secause he re  was a u n i t  of t h e  4/3? 

Q . W e l l ,  now, they  w e r e  involved i n  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  
o u t  i n  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  

COL FRANKLIN: Y e s  t hey  came over  t h e  day be fo re  and took 
over  t h e  s e c u r i t y  of b o t h  D o t t i e  and Uptight?  

A.  I do remember t h a t  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  two companies 
--I know t h a t  we had two companies augmented wi th  Task Force 
Barker i n  s e c u r i t y .  

MR WST: L e t ' s  go back t o  t h e  dea th  of L ieu tenan t  COCHRAN 
now. During t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  B / 4 / 3  'was l i f t e d  i n t o  an a r e a  
g e n e r a l l y  w e s t  of P i n k v i l l e d  t h e r e ,  My Lai  (1), and s h o r t l y  
a f t e r  be ing  i n s e r t e d ,  L ieu tenan t  COCHRAN s tepped  on a  mine 
and was k i l l e d .  Now, does t h i s  a s s o c i a t e  wi th  your  r e c o l l e c t -  
i on?  

A. Y e s ,  because any ope ra t ion  Major CALHOUN--we 
were t a l k i n g  back and f o r t h  ove r  t h e  r a d i o ,  and w e  agreed 
t h a t  I should come t o  D o t t i e  f o r  o t h e r  p r e s s i n g  m a t t e r s  and 
t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  suppor t .  This  p a r t i c u l a r  o p e r a t i o n  r i g h t  
now I a m  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  i n t o  my mind, was t h a t  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  
My Lai ope ra t ion?  This  i s  what I am t r y i n g  t o  come up wi th  
something s o  I can say ,  yes ,  t h a t  was t h e  t i m e .  

COL FRANKLIN: Don" l e t  u s  l e a d  you. There a r e  s e v e r a l  
o t h e r  o p e r a t i o n s  going on,  and it would be bad f o r  us if 
we t a l k e d  you i n t o  say ing  t h i s  was t h e  one. 
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A. This  is  one reason I w a s  s o  apprehensive with 
t h e  C I D  agen t ,  because of t h e  f a c t  t h a t  I was n o t  only respon- 
s i b l e  f o r  Task Force Barker, b u t  I had my whole organic  b a t t a -  
l i o n  at t h e  same time. 2.3 t h e r e  are s o  many opera t ions  and 
s o  many t h i n g s  t h a t  took p lace  every day a l l  t h e  t ime ,  The 
only reason I t o l d  t h e  C I D  agent--was t h e  fact--Okay. L e t ' s  
s e e ,  now. W e  were opera t ion  a t  LZ Sue, and we had n o t  made 
any s i g n i f i c a n t  l a r g e  body c o n t a c t ,  and we came up wi th  t h i s  
Son My i n c i d e n t  as t o  a l a r g e  body count ,  and I d o n q t  know-- 
I am saying t h i s  could have been t h e  t ime I heard t h i s .  

MR WEST: Focusing i n  now on when you were i n  t h e  Task Force 
Barker TOC, and I b e l i e v e  you s t a t e d  you heard e i t h e r  Colonel 
BARKER o r  Major CALHOUN over  t h e  r a d i o  s t a t e  t h a t  they  had a 
high enemy body count. Do you r e c a l l  what ' t ime of day t h i s  
was? 

f. 
A. I t h i n k  t h i s  was s h o r t l y  before  noon. I do re -  
member coming back a f t e r  o r  r i g h t  before  1 2 0 0 ,  somewhere around 
t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  t ime. The opera t ion  took p lzce  i n  t h e  rnorn- 
ing .  I d o n ' t  know what t ime t h i s  My L a i  ope ra t ion  took p lace ,  
bu t  a t  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  t i m e  I was i n  t h e  TOC when t h i s  oper- 
a t i o n  was going on. 

Q. Let  me g ive  you a l i t t l e  background now on t h e  
beginning of t h e  opera t ion  on t h e  16 th  of  March 1968. I t  
s t a r t e d  o f f  wi th  C/1/20 being l i f t e d  o u t  of Landing Zone ~ o t t i e  
and put  down on a landing  zone j u s t  west of t h i s  l i t t l e  ham- 
l e t  t h a t  i s  c a l l e d ,  on t h e  map, My Lai  ( 4 ) .  They were pu t  down 
i n  a r i c e  paddy j u s t  t o  t h e  west of  it and t h e  l i f t  w a s  com-
p l e t e d  a t  0737 .  Af te r  t h a t  8/4/3 was l i f t e d  o u t  of LZ Uptight  
and put  down i n  a  landing  zone, I t h i n k  e a r l i e r  I s t a t e d  they  
were put  down west of My Lai ( 4 )  i n  a r i c e  paddy. It was j u s t  
t o  t h e  south  a s  i n d i c a t e d  on t h e  map t h e r e ,  MAP-1, Going back 
t o  C/1/20, they  moved from west t o  e a s t  through t h i s  l i t t l e  
hamlet shown as  My Lai ( 4 )  on t h e  map. The Vietnamese c a l l  
it Thuan Yen bu t  i t ' s  a c t u a l l y  a subhamlet--Tu Cung Hamlet of 
Son My V i l l a g e .  The 1st and 2d Platoons of Char l i e  Company 
moved r a p i d l y  through t h e  l i t t l e  hamlet,  and w i t h i n  an hour 
t o  an hour and one-half swept e n t i r e l y  though it and i n f l i c t e d  
many c a s u a l t i e s  on t h e  c i v i l i a n  popula t ion .  

A, Can I ask a ques t ion?  

Q. Sure.  
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A. The C I D  agent  mentioned something about an a r t i l -
l e r y  u n i t  exhaus t ing  t h e i r  ammo. Is t h i s  f a m i l i a r  w i th  you? 

COL FRANKLIN: D i f f e r e n t  ope ra t ion .  

A. D i f f e r e n t  ope ra t ion?  

Q Y e s .  Same a r e a ,  and same u n i t ,  b u t  d i f f e r e n t  
ope ra t ion?  

A .  What d a t e  was t h i s ?  

Q This ,  I t h i n k ,  was 2 3  February because they  had 
t o  resupply ammunition from Uptight .  

A.  Okay. 23  February.  

MR WEST: A s  I was say ing ,  t h e  f i r s t  two p la toons  of C h a r l i e  
Company moved r a p i d l y  through t h e  hamlet i n f l i c t i n g  many c i v i -
l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s .  They met no r e s i s t a n c e  a t  a l l  i n  t h e  hamlet .  
There appa ren t ly  w a s  some s n i p e r  f i r e  dur ing  t h e  landing-zone 
phase.  On body count r e p o r t s  t h e r e  were r e p o r t s  of  s i x  VC 
k i l l e d  by gunships.  There w e r e  t h r e e  e n t r i e s  made i n  t h e  Task 
Force Barker Log of  r e p o r t s  of VC k i l l e d  by C h a r l i e  Company. 
There was an e a r l y  r e p o r t  of  one k i l l e d ,  and a l i t t l e  l a t e r  
1 4  k i l l e d ,  and f i n a l l y  about 0 8 4 0  an e n t r y  of  69. 

A.  I have heard t h a t  f i g u r e  somewhere b e f o r e ,  

Q L e t ' s  go on a l i t t l e .  When you were i n  t h e r e ,  
d i d  -you o r  do you know anyth ing  about a t a p e  r e c o r d i n g  be ing  
made of t h e  ope ra t ion?  

A .  No, I d o n ' t  

Qt Recording t h e  t r a f f i c  on t h e  command n e t ?  

A .  I wasn ' t  f a m i l i a r  w i th  t h a t .  

Q. Did you know a Lieu tenant  LEWELLEN a t  t h a t  t ime? 

A. That name i s  n o t  f a m i l i a r .  

COL FRANKLIN: Do you r e c a l l  i f  Captain MICHLES was involved  
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i n  t h i s  b a t t l e  and had a platoon c u t  o f f ?  This  w a s  your com-
pany. APC's were going t o  rescue a p la toon.  

D e f i n i t e l y  so. Y e s ,  I su re  do. 

Q- That was t h e  day--you t a l k e d  t o  t h e  C I D  about 
t h a t .  MICHLES was involved,  and t h e  p la toon was c u t  o f f ,  
and t h e  A P C ' s  were going i n .  

A .  Yes. 

Q. A company commander was h i t .  It wasn ' t  your 
company commander, b u t  another  company commander was h i t .  

A .  I do r e c a l l  t h a t ,  D e f i n i t e l y  so.  


COL FRANKLIN: (To MR WEST) It's t h e  wrong day, sir. 


A.  Is th . a t  t h e  wrong day? 


&- A b i g  engagement. A b i g  body count. It would 
have been your people t h a t  g o t  t h e  body count ,  your b a t t a l i o n ,  
B Company? On t h e  16th  of March, it would have been another  
unit, and it wouldn ' t  have inf luenced you a s  much conceivably.  
I don ' t  know. 

A, I do remember t h a t ,  though. 

Q o  Do you r e c a l l  t h a t  it was your u n i t  on t h i s  de-
t a i l ?  A u n i t  from your b a t t a l i o n  on t h i s  body count? Do you 
r e c a l l  an a s s o c i a t i o n  l i k e  t h a t  o r  no t?  

A .  I ' m  f a m i l i a r  wi th  t h a t  completely,  t h e  whole b a t t l e .  
What day was t h a t ?  

Q The 23rd of February. 

A. The 23rd of February. 


MR. WEST: Is t h i s  t h e  t i m e  you were i n  t h e  TOC then? 


A. No. This  was d i f f e r e n t .  Okay. I t e l l  you t h e  
reason i t ' s  d i f f e r e n t ,  I t ' s  t h e  moves. We moved from one 
a r e a  t o  another ,  as I mentioned be fo re ,  and I do n o t  remember 
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being on any h e l i c o p t e r  and coming and going back t o  t h e  o l d  
area .  However, I do remember going down t h e r e  and going back 
t o  t h e  new a rea .  I a m  t r y i n g  t o  a s s o c i a t e  what t ime t h i s  i s ,  
because i f  t h i s  b a t t l e  happened t h e  23rd of February,  I b e l i e v e  
we were s t i l l  i n  t h e  o l d  a rea  a t  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  t ime. I f  it 
was t h e  o l d  a r e a ,  I do not  r e c a l l  going t o  t h e  TOC and g e t t i n g  
back on t h e  plane.  The reason why I say t h i s  i s  because I 
was down t o  s e e  Major CALHOUN, and I th ink  I d i d n ' t  s e e  him 
because I got  back on t h e  plane and went back. I t h i n k  t h i s  
i s  t h e  only reason why I remember t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  f a c t ,  t h e  
f a c t  I d i d n ' t  s ee  him. This  is  d i f f e r e n t  then ,  t h i s  p a r t i c u -  
l a r  t i m e .  

Q. You do remember t h e  b a t t l e  on t h e  23rd of February? 

A. D e f i n i t e l y .  

Q. The next  opera t ion  i n  t h i s  a r e a  w a s  t h e  Son M y  
opera t ion .  That was t h e  day, as we mentioned, t h a t  Lieutenant 
COCHRAN was k i l l e d ,  on 1 6  March 68. Think of it now, does 
t h i s  he lp .you  f i x  t h e  t i m e  when you were i n  t h e  TOC? A s  I 
mentioned on t h i s  occasion B/4/3 was a t  LZ Uptight  and l i f t e d  
out  of t h e r e  and i n t o  t h e  opera t ion  from t h i s  po in t .  It  was 
roughly between 0800 and 0830 i n  t h e  morning. 

A.  I can say i n  my mind now, I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h i s  was 
t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  time t h a t  I was i n  t h e  TOC, because when 
Lieutenant  C O C H W  got  k i l l e d ,  t h e  n i g h t  before  we were ce le-
b r a t i n g .  He j u s t  had a baby, and we were c e l e b r a t i n g ,  and I 
was being infused  t o  t h e  196th Light  In fan t ry  Brigade, and 
he was supposed .to t a k e  over my job a s  support  p la toon l e a d e r .  
What happened, Captain MICHLES was c a l l e d  back from t h e  f i e l d ,  
and I th ink  t h a t  he had one o t h e r  platoon l e a d e r  ou t  t h e r e ,  
and Lieutenant  COCIIRAN was t h e  o t h e r  one, and he w a s  back. 
Colonel HARTSFIELD was t h e  XO a t  t h a t  t ime,  and he t o l d  him t o  
s t a y  back, and Captain MICHLES s a i d  "No, come back o u t  i n  t h e  
f i e l d . "  He went back o u t  i n  t h e  f i e l d  t h e  next  morning, and 
t h a t ' s  when he got  k i l l e d ,  A t  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  t ime,  I was 
i n  t h e  o l d  a rea .  I was d e f i n i t e l y  i n  t h e  o l d  a r e a ,  and i f  
t h i s  was t h e  16th  of March, I c o u l d n s t  have been i n . t h e  TOC. 
This  must have been another  opera t ion .  

COL FRANKLIN:.  They had s e v e r a l  opera t ions?  

A. Right. I am t r y i n g  t o  g e t  a l l  t h e s e  f a c t s ,  and 
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I c a n ' t  equa te  L ieu tenan t  COCHRAN i n  t h e  new a r e a  whatsoever.  
I t  had t o  be t h e  o l d  a r e a  because,  Pike I s a y ,  I was g e t t i n g  
ready t o  be infused .  

MR WEST: And you a r e  now d e f i n i t e l y  of  t h e  opin ion  t h a t  
t h e  t i m e  you were i n  t h e  TOC, a s  you desc r ibed  it t o  t h e  C I D ,  
w a s  n o t  t h e  16 th  of March 1968? 

A.  I t  c o u l d n ' t  have been t h e  16 th  of March now. I f  
t h a t  w a s  t h e  day t h a t  Lieu tenant  COCHRAN g o t  k i l l e d ,  because 
he w a s  j u s t  back t o  t a k e  my p l a c e  a s  suppor t  p l a toon  l e a d e r .  

MR WEST: Thank you very much, Captain  BRYANT. 

The hea r ing  w i l l  be recessed .  

(Ths hea r ing  r ecessed  a t  1001 hours ,  2 March 1970.)  
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 


rlITNESS: CAMELL, Kenneth E .  MSG 

ilA'i'ES O F  TESTII-iONY: 3 0 ,  31 January  1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

COUNSEL : None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT: S2 S e c t i o n  S e r g e a n t ,  l a t e  October 1968 
t o  e a r l y  October  1969, 11 th  I n f a n t r y  Brigade.  Replaced Sergean t  
Major GERBERDING. 

1. RECEIPT OF CLOSE-HOLD FILE. 

Master  Se rgean t  CAMELL r e p l a c e d  Master Se rgean t  
GERBERDING. There was a b r i e f  p e r i o d  of  o v e r l a p  i n  t h e i r  
assignment .  Colonel  HENDERSON was t h e  b r i g a d e  commander 
a t  t h e  t i m e .  A t  t h a t  t ime t h e  S2 s e c t i o n  had an  i n t e l l i g e n c e  
s p e c i a l i s t ,  a c l e r k  t y p i s t ,  a d r i v e r  and two o t h e r  men 
who were used i n  t n e  TOC (pg. 2 ) .  GERBERDING tu rned  a  
f i l e  of c lose-hold  papers  over  t o  t h e  w i t n e s s  b e f o r e  he  
l e f t  (pgs.  4 ,  11, 4 1 ) .  I n  doing so GERBERDING s t a t e d  i n  
e s sence  t h a t  he was g i v i n g  CAMELL documents which he had 
ueen s a f e g u a r d i n g  and t h a t  CAMELL would have it a v a i l a b l e  
i n  c a s e  they  were reques ted  (pg. 11). The w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  
r e c a l l  any i n s t r u c t i o n s  from HENDERSON wi th  r e s p e c t  t o  
t h i s  f i l e  p r i o r  t o  HENDERSON'S d e p a r t u r e  i n  mid-November 
o f  1968. 

2. CONTENTS OF THE FILE. 

The w i t n e s s  r ead  t h i s  f i l e  i n  l a t e  November o r  
Decemer  of 1968 (pg. 4 2 ) .  He r e c a l l e d  t h a t  t h e r e  was a 
t r a n s l a t i o n  of a l e t t e r  from t h e  p rov ince  c h i e f  e x p l a i n i n g  
h i s  a t t i t u d e  regard ing  a c c u s a t i o n s  t h a t  he had r e c e i v e d  
from a d i s t r i c t  c h i e f  (pgs .  4-6).  The p rov ince  c h i e f  
d i scoun ted  t h e  v a l i d i t y  of t h i s  compla in t  i n  h i s  l e t t e r  
(pg. 6 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  t o  whom t h i s  le t ter  was addressed  

(pg. 6 ) .  There was a l s o  a l e t t e r  from a MACV a d v i s o r  
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fo rward ing  t h e  p r o v i n c e  c h i e f ' s  l e t t e r  (pgs .  5 ,  7 ,  49) . 
H e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  who s i g n e d  t h i s  l e t t e r  (pgs .  51 5 0 ) ,  
o r  i f  i t  was w r i t t e n  by a c i v i l i a n  o r  m i l i t a r y  a d v i s o r  
(pg.  6 ) .  The f i l e  was k e p t  i n  an 8 1 / 2  by 10 1 / 2  
enve lope  (pgs .  5 ,  7 ) .  I t  was a n  u n s e a l e d  brown envelope  
(pg. 4 2 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  remember what was w r i t t e n  on t h e  
f a c e  o f  t h e  enve lope  (pgs .  5 ,  4 2 ) .  There might  have been  
a copy o f  t h e  dis t r ic t  c h i e f ' s  compla in t  i n  t h e  f i l e  
(pg.  5 1 ) .  There was no cor respondence  from d i v i s i o n  head-
q u a r t e r s  t o  b r i g a d e  o r  from b r i g a d e  t o  d i v i s i o n  (pgs .  5 ,  
5 0 ) .  The f i l e  d i d  n o t  c o n t a i n  a l e t t e r  from Major Genera l  
KOSTER t o  HENDERSON. H e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  any hand w r i t t e n  
pape r  o r  n o t e s  i n  t h e  f o l d e r  (pg.  5 0 ) .  On b e i n g  shown 
~ i e u t e n a n tTAN'S  l e t t e r  o f  11 ~ p r i l1968 t o  ~ i e u t e n a n t  
Colonel  KHIEN ( E x h i b i t  M-29), CAMELL r e c a l l e d  t h a t  i t  w a s  
i n  t h e  enve lope  (pg. 3 4 ) .  H e  a l s o  r ecogn ized  C a p t a i n  
RODRIGUEZ' s t a t e m e n t  o f  14 A p r i l  ( E x h i b i t  M-30). A copy 
of  E x h i b i t  M-30 w i t h  RODRIGUEZ' s i g n a t u r e  a f f i x e d  was a l s o  
i n  the f i l e  (pg.  3 5 ) .  

3 .  SECURING THE FILE. 

I n i t i a l l y  t h e  w i t n e s s  k e p t  t h e  e n v e l o p e - f i l e  i n  h i s  
desk  (pgs .  4 ,  4 3 ) .  I n  approx ima te ly  Janua ry  o f  1969, t h e  
w i t n e s s  r e o r g a n i z e d  h i s  f i l e s .  H e  p l a c e d  t h e  envelope  
i n  a p r i o r i t y  one s a f e  i n  a f i l e  f o l d e r  l a b e l e d  "Quang 
Ngai" (pgs .  4 ,  1 0 ,  41 ,  4 3 ) .  I n  t h i s  f i l e  h e  k e p t  i n f o r m a t i o n  
t h a t  was of  a  l a s t i n g  n a t u r e  (pgs .  4 ,  1 0 ) .  H e  p l a c e d  no 
s e c u r i t y  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  o r  o t h e r  n o t a t i o n  on t h e  envelope  
when n e  f i l e d  it i n  h i s  s a f e  (pg .  11). H e  n e v e r  d i s c u s s e d  
t n i s  f o l d e r  w i t h  anyone u n t i l  it was r e q u e s t e d .  However, 
h e  conceded t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  h e  d i s c u s s e d  t h e  f i l e  
w i t h  some o t h e r  NCO'S  (pgs .  8 ,  9 ) .  I n  r e l o c a t i n g  t h e  f i l e  
i n  t h e  S 1  s a f e ,  h e  was s u r e  t h a t  he  d i d  n o t  t a k e  a n y t h i n g  
o u t  o f  t h e  f i l e  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  H e  a l s o  s t a t e d  t h a t  GERBERDING 
s a i d  n o t h i n g  which would i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e  f i l e  w a s  i m p o r t a n t  
(pg .  53) 

4 .  REQUESTS FOR THE FILE. 

a .  I n i t i a l  r e q u e s t s  and r e p r o d u c t i o n .  

CAlvIELL w a s  asked  f o r  t h e  f i l e  i n  A p r i l  o r  May of  
1 9 6 9  (pg.  4 3 ) .  I n i t i a l l y ,  h e  though t  t h a t  it was a Major 
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GIBSON who r e q u e s t e d  i t  ( p g s .  1 2 ,  1 3 ) ,  b u t  l a t e r  h e  s t a t e d  
t h a t  i t  w a s  Major MELTON who made t h e  r e q u e s t  (pq.  4 6 ) .  
H e  cou ld  n o t  remember t h e  month of  t h i s  request(pg.  47) . 
A t  t h a t  t i m e ,  h e  had n o t  r e c e i v e d  any i n q u i r i e s  a b o u t  i t  
(pg .  1 2 ) .  H e  never  spoke t o  Major VEATCH, t h e  S2 ,  when 
h e  f i r s t  a r r i v e d  i n c o u n t r y ,  abou t  t h e  f i l e  (pg .  1 3 ) .  
When MELTON made t h e  r e q u e s t ,  h e  asked CAMELL i f  he  had 
e v e r  s e e n  a n y t h i n g  i n  h i s  f i l e s  r e g a r d i n g  an  i n c i d e n t  i n  
t h e  s p r i n g  o f  1968. He a l s o  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  it was r a t h e r  
u r g e n t  t o  f i n d  t h i s  f i l e  i f  he had it. He mentioned 
t h a t  c i v i l i a n s  had been k i l l e d ,  b u t  h e  d i d  n o t  d e s c r i b e  
t h e  l o c a l e .  H e  a l s o  f a i l e d  t o  i n d i c a t e  whether  t h e  i n c i d e n t  
nad been i n v e s t i g a t e d  (pg .  1 3 ) .  I t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  MELTON 
used  t h e  t e r m  "massacre" .  MELTON d i d  n o t  e x p l a i n  t h e  
r e q u e s t  or  i t s  o r i g i n  (pg.  1 4 ) .  He d i d  s a y  t h a t  he nad t o  
make a r e p o r t  conce rn ing  h i s  r e q u e s t  (pg.  1 4 ) .  CAMELL 
d e l i v e r e d  t h e  e n t i r e  f o l d e r  t o  MELTON. MELTON t h e n  asked  
t h e  w i t n e s s  t o  h e l p  make c o p i e s  of  t h e  f i l e  (pg .  1 4 )  . 
I n i t i a l l y  t h e  w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  h i s  s e c t i o n  reproduced  
t n e  l e t t e r s  from t h e  p r o v i n c e  c h i e f  and from MACV a t  
Quang Ngai (pgs .  1 5 ,  1 6 ) .  However, on  b e i n g  shown E x h i b i t  
R-1, a t r u e  copy o f  HENDERSON'S r e p o r t ,  t h e  w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  
t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  two pages of  t h e  document were 
p r e p a r e d  by h i s  o f f i c e  (pgs .  36, 48,  50 ,  5 1 ) .  S i n c e  t h e r e  
were no r e p r o d u c t i o n  f a c i l i t i e s  a t  Duc Pho, t r u e  c o p i e s  
v e r i f i e d  by t h e  a d j u t a n t  had t o  b e  made (pg.  1 5 )  . 
S p e c i a l i s t  F i v e  STROP typed  t h e  t r u e  copy (pg .  1 7 ) .  A f t e r  
c o p i e s  were made, t h e  f i l e  was r e t u r n e d  t o  i t s  a p p r o p r i a t e  
p l a c e  i n  t h e  s a f e  (pgs .  1 6 ,  1 9 ,  2 0 ) .  The w i t n e s s  assumed 
t h a t  s i n c e  MELTON s t a t e d  h e  wanted t r u e  c o p i e s  of t h e  e n t i r e  
f i l e ,  t h e  S 1  s e c t i o n  made t r u e  c o p i e s  o f  the o t h e r  documents 
i n  t h e  f i l e  ( p g s .  1 8 ,  4 8 ) .  He neve r  saw t h e  completed 
p r o d u c t  (pg .  1 7 ) .  When MELTON r e t u r n e d  t h e  f i l e ,  h e  had no 
c o n v e r s a t i o n  w i t h  him (pgs .  1 9 ,  2 0 ) .  O the r  t h a n  MELTON, no 
one  spoke  t o  t h e  w i t n e s s .  Th i s  i n c l u d e d  members o f  MELTON'S 
s e c t i o n .  ~ l t h o u g h  t h e r e  was no r e c o r d  o f  i t ,  h e  f e l t  t h a t  
tne f i l e  was c l a s s i f i e d  c o n f i d e n t i a l  (pg .  2 0 ) .  Co lone l  
TREADWELL was t h e  b r i g a d e  commander a t  t h e  t i m e .  H e  r e c a l l e d  
r e c e i v i n g  no i n s t r u c t i o n s  from TREADWELL r e g a r d i n g  t h i s  
m a t t e r ,  n o r  d i d  MELTON (pg .  2 2 ) .  When t h e  w i t n e s s  r e c e i v e d  
t h i s  r e q u e s t ,  no r e f e r e n c e  was made t o  HENDERSON, no r  was 
a n y t h i n g  s a i d  abou t  a n  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  b e i n g  made (pg.  2 3 ) .  
However, h e  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  h e  ove rhea rd  MELTON ment ion  t o  
a n o t h e r  t h a t  the d i v i s i o n  I G  had p l a c e d  this requ i r emen t  
( p g s .  23,  24) . T h i s  s t a t e m e n t  was made w h i l e  t h e  documents 
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were b e i n g  reproduced  (pg.  2 4 ) .  The w i t n e s s  op ined  t h a t  
upon t n e  r e t u r n  o f  t h e  f i l e  some o f  i t s  c o n t e n t s  were 
m i s s i n g .  MELTON d i d  n o t  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  a n y t h i n g  would b e  
t a k e n  o u t  o f  t h e  f i l e  (pgs .  47, 51)  . 

b .  Request  i n  e a r l y  September .  

I n  e a r l y  September ,  MELTON p e r s o n a l l y  asked  f o r  t h e  
f o l d e r  a g a i n .  MELTON was g i v e n  t h e  e n t i r e  f i l e  and it 
was neve r  r e t u r n e d  (pgs .  1 7 ,  2 6 ,  46,  4 7 ) .  The S 1  d i d  n o t  
i n d i c a t e  why h e  wanted i t  o r  i f  someone had made a 
r e q u e s t  f o r  it (pg .  2 5 ) .  H e  b e l i e v e d  t h e  r e q u e s t  was a g a i n  
i n  r e s p o n s e  t o  an  I G  r equ i r emen t  (pg .  48) . 

c. Othe r  r e q u e s t s .  

S i n c e  s u r r e n d e r i n g  t h e  f i l e  t h e  w i t n e s s  had n o t  
d i s c u s s e d  t h e  f o l d e r  o r  i t s  c o n t e n t s .  S i n c e  that  d a t e ,  
CAMELL had n o t  r e c e i v e d  any r e q u e s t s  f o r  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  
i t s  c o n t e n t s  (pg.  2 7 ) .  

HENDERSON'S REPORT. 

a .  E x h i b i t  R-5. 

On b e i n g  shown E x h i b i t  R-5, a  ca rbon  copy of 
HENDERSON'S r e p o r t  of 2 4  A p r i l ,  t h e  w i t n e s s  r e c o g n i z e d  it 
a s  a document i n  t h e  f i l e  f o l d e r .  Although vague ,  h e  f e l t  
t h a t  t h e  Vietnamese t r a n s l a t i o n  was i n  g r e a t e r  d e t a i l  
(pgs .  28 ,  36) . The w i t n e s s  r e c a l l e d  t h a t  t h e r e  was more 
t h a n  one copy o f  t h e  l e t t e r  w i t h  HENDERSON'S s i g n a t u r e  
b l o c k  (pgs .  29,  3 7 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  s e e i n g  c o p i e s  o f  
t h e  a t t a c h m e n t s  t o  R-5 (pg .  37) . However, h e  d i d  n o t  
reca l l  i f  t h e r e  was a copy s i g n e d  by HENDERSON, no r  d i d  h e  
r e c a l l  s e e i n g  t h e  o r i g i n a l  (pgs .  29 ,  39 ,  52)  . He f e l t  t h a t  
t h e  o t h e r  p p e r s  t h a t  h e  saw w i t h  t h e  r e p o r t  gave  more 
r e a s o n s  f o r  d i s c o u n t i n g  t h e  a l l e g a t i o n s .  H e  remembered one 
o f  t h e  documents ment ioned a n  a r t i l l e r y  p r e p .  However, 
t h e r e  was no mention o f  any c o n f r o n t a t i o n  between a U.S. 
a v i a t o r  and American ground f o r c e s  (pg .  3 0 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  re-
c a l l  i f  t h e  compla in t s  forwarded by MACV were d i r e c t e d  t o  
L i e u t e n a n t  Co lone l  BLACKLEDGE o r  HENDERSON. H e  r e c a l l e d  
t h a t  t h e r e  were documents i n  the f i l e  which were w r i t t e n  
i n  Vietnamese a s  w e l l  a s  VC propaganda,  b u t  h e  d i d  n o t  
r e c a l l  t h e  number o f  pages (pg.  3 1 ) .  On b e i n g  shown a l l  o f  
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the a t t a c h m e n t s  t o  R-5, CAMELL s t a t e d  t h a t  a l l  of  them were 
i n  t h e  f i l e  g i v e n  t o  him by GERBERDING (pg .  3 2 ) .  He 
had no r e c o l l e c t i o n  o f  s e e i n g  a l e t t e r  from G e n e r a l  KOSTER 
t o  HENDERSON o r  from t h e  c h i e f  o f  s t a f f  t o  HENDERSON, or 
of a l e t t e r  o r d e r i n g  HENDERSON t o  make a r e p o r t  (pg .  3 3 ) .  
H e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  any w r i t t e n  n o t a t i o n s  on R-5 when h e  
l a s t  saw it ( p g s .  37,  38,  4 0 ) .  

b .  E x h i b i t  R - 1 .  

On b e i n g  shown ~ x h i b i t  R - 1 ,  a t r u e  copy o f  R-5, 
CAMELL s t a t e d  t h a t  i t  was p r e p a r e d  by h i s  s e c t i o n  and 
it was t h e  document h e  had ment ioned  e a r l i e r .  H i s  c l e r k  
had p r e p a r e d  it from t h e  f i l e .  The f i r s t  two s h e e t s  
o f  R-1were p r e p a r e d  by h i s  o f f i c e  and t h e  a t t a c h m e n t s  
w e r e  p r e p a r e d  by t h e  S1 s e c t i o n  (pgs .  36,  50 ,  51) . R - 1  
was p u r p o r t e d l y  a t r u e  copy of R-5 made f o r  Major C O X ' S  
s i g n a t u r e  c e r t i f y i n g  i t s  v e r a c i t y  (pg .  51)  . 
6 .  OTHER INFORMATION. 

A f t e r  t h e  My L a i  i n c i d e n t  became a m a t t e r  o f  p u b l i c  
knowledge, CAMELL may have  spoken t o  a few p e o p l e  r e g a r d i n g  
t h e  c o n t e n t s  of t h e  l e t t e r  t o  t h e  p r o v i n c e  c h i e f ,  b u t  h e  
spoke  t o  no one  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  1 1 t h  I n f a n t r y  Br igade  
(pg .  2 7 ) .  
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E X H I B I T S  

E X I I I B I T  
NUMBER D E S C R I P T I O N  NOTES PAGES 

lvI-29 
1 T A N ' S  l e t t e r  t o  K H I E N ,
I 11 A p r  6 8 .  
I 

i T h i s  l e t t e r  w a s
I a l s o  i n  t h e  f o l d e r 1 
1 T h i s  d o c u m e n t  w a s  1 

3 4  

- R O D R I G U E Z '  s t a t e m e n t .  i n  t h e  f o l d e r .  35 
I t  had C a p t a i n  
RODRIGUEZ ' n a m e  
and s i g n a t u r e  
a f f i x e d . 

R- 1 
A true copy of 
HENDERSON ' s R e p o r t  

T h e  first two 
sheets w e r e  pre- . .  35 3 6  
pared by t h e  S 2  
s e c t i o n .  38 

R- 5 
A carbon copy of 
HENDERSON ' s R e p o r t  

W i t  k e p t  t h e  
d o c u m e n t  i n  t h e  
t l l e  t h a t  MSL 

. 2 7 - 3 2  

GERBERDING gave 
h l m .  T h e  w l t  d l d  
n o t  r eca l l  see ing  
t h e  o r i g i n a l .  
T h e r e  w e r e  a t  
l eas t  t w o  copies. 
T h e  a t t a c h m e n t s  
t o  E x n l D i t  K -3 
w e r e  a l so  i n  t h e  
t i l e .  
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(The hea r ing  reconvened a t  1615 hours ,  30 January 
1970.) 

MR WEST: The hea r ing  w i l l  come.to order .  

RCDR: The fol lowing named persons are present :  MR WEST, 
MR MACCRATE, MR WALSH, and MAJ COOP. 

The n e x t  wi tness  i s  Master Sergeant  Kenneth E. 
CAMELL. 

(MSG CAMELL w a s  c a l l e d  as a wi tness ,  w a s  sworn, and 
t e s t i f i e d  as fol lows :) 

W i l l  you s ta te  your f u l l  name, grade,  S o c i a l  
S e c u r i t y  number, branch of  s e r v i c e ,  o rgan iza t ion ,  and s t a t i o n ?  

WIT : Kemeth  E. CAMELL, Master Sergeant ,  Amy, 
, p r e s e n t l y  stationed a t  United S t a t e s  A m y  ROTC I n s t r u c t o r  

Group, Unive r s i ty  of Colorado, Boulder, Colorado. 

MR WEST: Master Sergeant CAMELL, have you read  our  Exh ib i t  
M-57 which concerns t h e  n a t u r e  and purpose of t h i s  inqu i ry?  

A.. I have read  it, sir .  

Q. D o  you have any ques t ions  about i t ?  

A. N o ,  sir. 

Q. - A r e  you s u b j e c t  t o  the o r d e r  of t h e  m i l i t a r y  judge 
i n  e i t h e r  t h e  cour t -mar t ia l  case  of t h e  United S t a t e s  v. Ca l l ey ,  
or t h e  United S t a t e s  v. Mi tche l l ?  

A. N o ,  sir. 

Q. You rece ived  no l e t t e r  or--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  N o  le t ters .  

Q m  Were you a t  one t i m e  ass igned t o  t h e  1 1 t h  Light  In- 
f a n t r y  Brigade i n  South Vietnam? 
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A.  Yes, s i r ,  from t h e  end o f  October 1968 t o  t h e  f i r s t  
o f  October 1969. 

Q. What was your duty  t h e r e  i n  t h e  br igade?  

A. I n t e l l i g e n c e  s e r g e a n t ,  s ir .  

Q. Whom d i d  you r e p l a c e  i n  t h a t  p o s i t i o n ?  

A. Master Sergeant  GERBERDING. 

Q. ' 8 .  Could you t e l l  us how t h e  o f f i c e  was organized  
when you were over  t h e r e ?  Did you work i n  t h e  TOC t h e r e ?  

!: A. No, s i r .  A s  an i n i t i a l  break-in  p e r i o d  I worked 
i n  t h e  TOC f o r  a week o r  10 days,  and then  I went i n t o  t h e  

, S2 o f f i c e .  

Q - Did you have an ove r l ap  with  Sergeant  GERBERDING? 
i )  

A. 
I' 

Y e s ,  s i r .  H e  was t h e r e  f o r  a p e r i o d  of t i m e  b e f o r e  
he  q u i t .  

Q Before he  " s t acked  arms," d i d  h e  show you around 
t h e  p l ace?  

A. H e  showed me around, yes ,  sir. 

Q. S o r t  o f  an o r i e n t a t i o n ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir .  

Q. What d i d  you have i n  t h e  way of  a s s i s t a n t s  t h e r e  
i n  t h e  s t a f f ?  

A.  I had an i n t e l l i g e n c e  s p e c i a l i s t ,  a SP5, a t  t h i s  
t ime,  a c l e r k  t y p i s t ,  a d r i v e r ,  and two o t h e r  men whom I used 
on TOC s h i f t .  We had two phone s h i f t s  i n  t h e  TOC. 

Q - Who was t h e  b r igade  commander a t  t h i s  t ime? Was 
it  s t i l l  Colonel HENDERSON? 

A. ~t was him. 
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Q. D o  you recal l  i f  h e  had a c o u r i e r ,  s t enographe r ,  
o r  t y p i s t ?  

A. 	 NO,  s i r ,  I ca,rlt. 

You don' t remember? 

No, I don 't remember. 

Q* 	 Who w a s  t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  s e r g e a n t  a t  t h e  TOC? 

A. Sergean t  JOHNSON. 


Q* Do you remember how much of  a s t a f f  h e  had,  what 

he  had i n  t h e  way o f  e n l i s t e d  h e l p ?  

A.  It w a s  cons ide rab ly  l a r g e r  t h a n  mine; e x a c t l y  how 
many, I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  a t  t h e  t ime.  

Q. 1 b e l i e v e  you had a t y p i s t  named BAILEY, Lar ry
BAILEY? 

A. 	 It d o e s n ' t  r i n g  a  b e l l .  

Q- It may have been d u r i n g  Se rgean t  GERBERDING' s  t ime.  
Do you remember whether-- th is  w a s  Master  Se rgean t  JOHNSON, 
wasn' t i t ?  

I 

A. 	 Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q- Whether he  had a t y p i s t  and perhaps  a l s o  a  s t eno -
grapher?  I ' m  l ook ing  f o r  a name. 

A. N o ,  s i r ,  I c a n ' t  g i v e  you one.  I t  w a s  s o r t  of  an 
o v e r l a p  t h e r e ;  and a s  I s a i d ,  I w a s  t r y i n g  t o  l e a r n  my job.  
Everybody t h e r e ,  a l l  t h o s e  peop le ,  w e r e  g e t t i n g  ready t o  go 
home. 

Q e  
 What w a s  t h e  d a t e  you a r r i v e d  aga in?  

A. 	 The end of  October.  

Q. 	 The end o f  October 1968? 
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A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q - Sergean t  GERBERDING was h e r e ,  and h e  t o l d  us t h a t  
h e  main ta ined  a f i l e  i n  h i s  desk of c lose-ho ld  pape r s .  

Q. And t h a t  h e  t u r n e d  t h o s e  ove r  t o  you. 

A. H e  d i d .  

Q e  L e t  m e  ask  you t h i s ,  what d i d  you do w i t h  h i s  f i l e  
a f t e r  he t u r n e d  it o v e r  t o  you? 

A. I g o t  t o  r ead  it  about  t h e  end o f  November o r  
December and k e p t  i t  i n  my desk .  

Q - Kept it r i g h t  i n  t h e  desk? 

A. Y e s .  

Q. J u s t  k e p i  i t  r i g h t  i n  t h e  desk? Did you e v e r  p u t  
i t  i n  t h e  s a f e  o r  d i d  you j u s t  continue--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  No, I r eo rgan ized  t h e  f i l e s  aga in  
about  6 weeks o r  s o  l a t e r .  When I f i n a l l y  g o t  through t h e  f i l e  
sys tem and g o t  i t  s o r t e d ,  a l l  t h e  m a t e r i a l  i n  my desk went i n  
t h e  s a f e .  

Q - W e l l ,  can you d e s c r i b e  any o f  t h e  material i n  t h i s  
photo f i l e ?  

A. Negat ive ,  s ir .  


Q- You j u s t  p u t  t h a t  i n ?  


A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

MR MACCRATE: Se rgean t  CAMELL, would you d e s c r i b e  f o r  us what 
was i n  t h e  f i l e  t h a t  was t u r n e d  ove r  t o  you by Se rgean t  GERBER-
DING? 

A,, I ' v e  been t r y i n g  t o  t h i n k  of  t h a t .  There was a 
t r a n s l a t i o n  o f  a l e t t e r  from t h e  prov ince  c h i e f ,  e x p l a i n i n g  his 
a t t i t u d e  concern ing  t h e  a c c u s a t i o n s  he  r ece ived  from some 
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d i s t r i c t  ch ief  of a massacre of some v i l l a g e r s  by Americans. 
There was a l s o  a l e t t e r  from, no, I ' m  not  s u r e  of t h a t - - I  
th ink  it was a l e t t e r  from MACV advisor  forwarding t h i s  pro- 
v ince  c h i e f ' s  l e t t e r  i n  t r a n s l a t i o n .  Now t h e  reason why i s  
T b e l i e v e  t h e r e  a l s o  was t h e  Vietnamese w r i t t e n  l e t t e r .  This 
is  a l l  t h a t  was i n  t h e  f i l e s .  

Q - Was t h e  f i l e  i n  an envelope or--

A.  ( In te rpos ing)  In  an envelope. 

Q - And what was w r i t t e n  on t h e  envelope? 

A.  I cannot r e c a l l ,  sir.  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  

a- W a s  t h e r e  any i n s t r u c t i o n s  a s  t o  holding? 

A.  It could have had "hold" w r i t t e n  on it poss ib ly .  

9 - Die h e  have h i s  name on i t ?  Did t h e  se rgean t  have 
h i s  name on it ur any re fe rence  as  you r e c a l l ?  

A. N o ,  he d i d n ' t  have any name on i t--no re fe rences .  

Q. Were t h e r e  any i n d i c a t i o n s  on t h e  papers ,  t h a t  you 
r e c a l l ,  of t h e  names of any i n d i v i d u a l s  i n  t h e  br igade?  

A. No, sir.  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  by whom t h e  l e t t e r  was signed? 

A. No, I d o n ' t .  I ' m  t h i r k i n g  it was LAM, bu t  I d o n ' t  
t h i n k  he was t h e  province c h i e f .  No, s i x ,  I d o n ' t .  

Q. Were t h e r e  communications i n  t h i s  f i l e  from t h e  
d i v i s i o n  t o  t h e  br igade? 

A.  , No, sir.  There was no communications from d i v i s i o n  
t o  br igade  o r  from brigade t o  d i v i s i o n ;  t h e r e  w a s  no m i l i t a r y  
correspondence a t t ached  wi th  t h i s .  It w a s  j u s t  t h i s  informal  
lc.?ter w r i t t e n  by t h e  province ch ie f  t h a t  day and--I'm t r y i n g  
t o  r eca l l - - the  province chief  r e i t e r a t i n g  everyth ing  t h e  d i s -  
t r i c t  ch ie f  had accused. There may have been a copy of t h e  
d i s t r i c t  c h i e f ' s  complaint i n  t h e r e  a l s o  and then  t h e r e  was, 
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a s  I s a i d ,  a forwarding l e t t e r  from t h e  MACV personnel .  I 
be l i eve  it was t o  br igade .  And t h a t  was it. 

Q. When you s a i d  MACV, i s  it MACV a t  Quang Ngai? 

A.  Yes, s i r ,  I--

Q . ' ( In te rpos ing)  Do you r e c a l l  i f  it were t h e  c iv-
i l i a n  and t h e  m i l i t a r y  advisor?  

A. I do n o t ,  s i r .  

Q a The c i v i l i a n  advisor  a t  t h a t  time was James MAY; 
t h e  m i l i t a r y  advisor  was Lieutenant  Colonel G U I N N .  

A .  I h a t e  t o  say.  Actua l ly  Colonel G U I N N ' s  name is 
more f a m i l i a r ,  but  I ' d  h a t e  t o  say t h i n g s  t h a t  I ' m  n o t  c e r t a i n  
o f .  

Q. T h i s  i s  a communication from Quang Ngai t o  Duc Pho? 

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q I understand t h a t  t h e r e  was a l e t t e r - -

A. ( In te rpos ing)  A t r a n s l a t i o n ,  sir.  

Q - A t r a n s l a t i o n  of what? 

A.  Of a l e t t e r  from some province o f f i c i a l ,  t h e  pro-
vince c h i e f ,  o u t l i n i n g  t h e  accusa t ions  received from t h e  d i s -
t r i c t  chief  concerning t h e  massacre i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  and h i s  
reasons as  t o  why he discounted t h e  v a l i d i t y  of t h i s  complaint. 

Q. To whom was t h e  province c h i e f ' s  l e t t e r  addressed? 

A. I was t r y i n g  t o  r e c a l l  t o  whom he addressed h i s  
l e t t e r .  I do not  know, sir. 

Q. This was, however, a t r a n s l a t i o n  of  t h e  l e t t e r ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q. And you t h i n k  t h e  o r i g i n a l  Vietnamese l e t t e r  may
have been with it? 
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A. Yes. O r  copies  of t h e  o r i g i n a l  Vietnamese l e t t e r .  

Q - What o t h e r  paper was i n  t h e  f i l e ?  

A. There was a cover l e t t e r  o r  cover n o t e  of some 
type  from MACV personnel i n  Quang Ngai on it. 

Q • Was anything e l s e  i n  t h e  f i l e ?  

A. Not t h a t  I r e c a l l .  No, sir. 

Q. Are you sure? 

A. I ' m  no t  su re .  I looked a t  t h i s  t h i n g  i n  November, 
and I put  it i n  t h e  s a f e  and fo rgo t  about it u n t i l  I w a s  asked 
f o r  it i n  Apr i l .  I handled t h e  whole f o l d e r  i n  A p r i l  o r  May 
sometime, and I go t  some of t h e  s t u f f .  I p u t  t h e  f o l d e r  back i n  
t h e  s a f e  and took it ou t  again i n  September before  I came home. 

a =  Nox, . in  add i t ion  t o  t h i s  one f o l d e r  you described--

A .  ( In te rpos ing)  I t  was an envelope, s i r .  I am us ing  
f o l d e r ,  b u t  it was an envelope. 

Q With a f l a p  over  t h e  top?  

A. Yes. 

Q =  About how l a r g e  was i t ?  

A .  The r e g u l a r  8 1 /2  by 1 0  1 / 2 .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  it a s  having something more than 
t h e  t h r e e  s h e e t s  of paper which you have descr ibed  t o  us? 

A. I c a n ' t  say.  I f e e l  it was a l i t t l e  b i t  l a r g e r ,  
b u t  I c a n ' t  say.  

Q Quite  f r ank ly ,  Sergeant  GERBERDING has descr ibed  
a d d i t i o n a l  f i g u r e s  t h a t  he de l ive red  t o  you t h a t  a r e  no t  
i rx luded  i n  what you descr ibed .  

A.  I wish I knew about them because I thought  it q u i t e  
s t r ange  t o  have a p iece  of correspondence with no forwarding 
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o r  no th ing  l i k e  t h a t ,  b u t  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  d e f i n i t e l y  t h a t  t h e r e  
was more o f  it. 

Q. Would you t e l l  us  a s  b e s t  a s  you can how long  it 
remained i n  your desk? 

A.  I t  was i n  t h e  desk t o  t h e  middle o f  December o r  
t h e  end of  December be fo re  I had gone t o  t h e  r e g u l a r  f i l e s  
and d i d  some reo rgan iz ing  and c leaned  o u t  t h e  desk and p u t  
eve ry th ing  i n  t h e  f i l e s .  

Q I n  t h e  examination and r eo rgan iza t ion  o f  f i l e s ,  
d i d  you f i n d  anything else t h a t  r e l a t e d  t o  t h i s  s u b j e c t ?  

A .  Nothing. I t  was an i s o l a t e d  f o l d e r  and noth ing  
else. 

Q. Did you d i s c u s s  t h i s  f o l d e r  wi th  anyone else o r  
d i d  anyone d i s c u s s  i t  wi th  you? 

A .  No, s ir .  Not u n t i l  it was reques ted .  

Q a During t h i s  t i m e  p e r i o d  from t h e  t i m e  of  your 
a r r i v a l  i n  October 1968 u n t i l  December of 1968 when you 
moved it upon r e o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  your  f i l e s ,  d i d  it j u s t  
remain i n  your desk wi thou t  conversa t ion  o r  comment? 

A.  I may have d i scussed  i t ,  with some o f  t h e  N C O ' s ,  
b u t  a s  I say  w e  w e r e  a l l  new t h e r e ,  and I may have d i scussed  
t h i s  i n c i d e n t .  I t  has  been a couple of  y e a r s ,  and I may have 
d i scussed  t h e  i n c i d e n t .  

Q Talk about  t h a t ,  i f  you w i l l .  

A. I have a f e e l i n g  I d i d ,  b u t  I am t r y i n g  t o  t h i n k  
when and where. 

Q 0 Who a r e  t h e  men t h a t  you might have sha red  such 
a t h i n g  wi th?  Were t h e r e  some t h a t  were c l o s e r  t o  you than  
o t h e r s ?  

A. I t  could have been with  Sergeant  WALKER, o u r  per -
sonnel  NCO from t h e  personnel  d i v i s i o n ,  S1 ,  because I s l e p t  
w i th  him, and w e  u s u a l l y  had o u r  couple of  b e e r s  a t  n i g h t ,  and 
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when we had t i m e  o f f  we usua l ly  d iscussed  t h i n g s .  

Q. How long had Sergeant WALKER been wi th  t h e  br igade? 

A. About t h e  same l eng th  of t ime,  sir.  H? came about 
t h e  same t i m e ,  g ive o r  t a k e  10 o r  15 days,  and depar ted  t h e  same 
o r  a f t e r  I d i d .  He got  a 3-day ex ten t ion  because he  took a 
leave  i n  t h e  S t a t e s .  

Q - Did you spend such hours of  l e i s u r e ,  such ,as they  
were, wi th  any of  t h e  o t h e r  personnel? 

A.  Yes, s ir ,  a l l  of t h e  br igade N C O 1 s .  When we could 
we got  t o g e t h e r ,  t a l k e d ,  and drank a couple of bee r s  toge the r .  

Q. Do you have a r e c o l l e c t i o n  of any such conversat ion 
wi th  any of t h e  o the r s?  

A. I could have mentioned it t o  any of them a c t u a l l y .  
It could have been any of t h e  new ones o r  any of t h e  o l d  ones 
dur ing  t h e  over l ap  per iod .  I can I t r e c a l l ,  sir.  

Q Do you r e c a l l  speaking t o  any t h a t  brought f o r t h  
any comment from them i n d i c a t i n g  an awareness of e i t h e r  t h e  
e x i s t a n c e  of t h e  papers o r  of anything t h a t  was r e f e r r e d  t o  
i n  t h e  papers? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. You were t h e  one with t h e  information i n  each case? 
They d i d n ' t  have anything t o  add? 

A .  I cannot put my f i n g e r  on when, o r  where, o r  what. 

Q. Do you r e c a l l  anyone asking you about it o r  
r a i s i n g  something with you which prompted you t o  say ,  "Well, 
I have t h a t  o r  I know about t h a t " ?  

A .  No, sir .  

Q = I n  o t h e r  words, coming from someone e l s e  t o  you? 

A.  To me? 
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Q To you, r a t h e r  than  from you t o  them. 

A. No, sir. 

Q. When d i d  Colonel HENDERSON l eave  t h e  11th  Brigade? 

A. L e t ' s  s e e ,  about t h e  middle of December o r  t h e  end of 
November. No, wai t!  H e  l e f t  he re  i n  about t h e  end of October o r  
t h e  middle of November, sir.  

Q And Colonel DONALDSON, o r  now General DONALDSON, had 
replaced Colonel HENDERSON around t h e  f i r s t  of November? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q - And do you r e c a l l  any i n s t r u c t i o n s  from Colonel 
HENDERSON with r e s p e c t  t o  t h i s  m a t e r i a l  before h i s  depar ture  from 
t h e  l l t h  Brigade? 

A.  None, s ir .  

Q Now,  I ' d  l i k e  you t o  t ake  us t o  t h e  r eo rgan iza t ion
of t h e  f i l e  and as  t o  j u s t  what you d i d  with t h i s  envelope and 
t h e  papers a t  t h a t  t i m e .  

A. Well, t h e  normal f i l e s  t h a t  they had i n  t h e  f i l e  cab-
i n e t  a r e  a l l  composed of a l o t  of m a t e r i a l  t h a t  they  brought from 
Hawaii with them and th ings  t h a t  a r e  not  app l i cab le  i n  Vietnam. 
This  s t u f f  I disposed o f ,  and reorganized t h e  f i l e s ,  and made some 
room i n  it, and put  t h i s  envelope i n t o  a f i l e  f o l d e r  which I had 
f o r  t h e  Quang Ngai s e c t i o n  of i n t e l l i g e n c e  r e p o r t s  and r e p o r t s  
from Quang Ngai. I pu t  it i n  t h e r e .  

Q I ' d  l i k e  you t o  t h i n k  back t o  j u s t  how t h i s  f i l e  
was set up so  t h a t  we do recognize t h e  f i l e  headings.  

A. Well, we used t h e  r e g u l a r  f u n c t i o n a l  f i l e s  systems 
under 5-10, which i s  genera l  purpose o r  genera l  i n t e l l i g e n c e  
f i l e s ,  and under t h i s  catagory I had it broken down t o  geo-
graph ica l  a reas  and, l i k e ,  Quang Ngai Province and h igher  head-
q u a r t e r s .  I n  t h e s e  f i l e s  I kept  a l l  of t h e  information re-
ceived :hat was of l a s t i n g  va lue ,  Other th ings  went i n t o  a 
suspense o r  a 30-day f i l e ,  and I j u s t  threw it away when I was 
done wi th  it. 
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Q. And you p u t  t h i s  f o l d e r  i n t o  the-- 

A.  ( In t e rpos ing)  A f i l e  f o l d e r .  I t  was l a b e l e d  "Quang 
Ngai" and i n  t h e  s a f e .  

Q. Did you pu t  any n o t a t i o n  on it as t o  s p e c i a l  handl ing? 

A. None, sir.  

Q. None r e f l e c t i n g  t h e  way i n  which it was h e l d  by 
Sergeant  GERBERDING? 

A.  No, sir. I t  was t h e  same envelope and t h e  same 
f o l d e r .  

99 What d i d  he say  t o  you when he tu rned  it over  t o  you 
about t h e  f o l d e r  and t h e  way it was t o  be handled? 

A. H e  di-dn' t  s p e c i f y ,  s ir .  H e  had it i n  a book, and he  
s a i d ,  "Here a r e '  some t h i n g s  t h a t  I have h e r e  t h a t  a r e  mine,, and 
I have been ho ld ing  them t h e r e .  Hold it, and i f  t hey  ask you f o r  
it, you've g o t  it." 

Q. Now from t h e  t i m e  you reorganized  t h e  f i l e ,  pu t  it 
i n  t h e  S2 sa fe - - inc iden t ly ,  was t h e r e  more than one S2  s a f e ?  

A. W e  had two s a f e s  i n  t h e  S2 o f f i c e .  Everybody had a 
s a f e  and everybody kep t  m a t e r i a l ,  c l a s s i f i e d  m a t e r i a l  t h a t  i s .  

Q. W e l l ,  how would you i d e n t i f y  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  s a f e  i n t o  
which you p laced  the-- 

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  It was ou r  p r i o r i t y  one,  where we 
k e p t  a l l  our  s e n s i t i v e  documents. T h a t ' s  a s  f a r  a s  t h e  S2 went. 
A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  w e  worked a s  t h e  "AG c l a s s i f i e d "  f o r  t h e  b r igade ,  
s o  w e  had ano the r  s a f e  which was f o r  b r igade  AG c l a s s i f i e d  
m a t e r i a l .  

Q - But t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  f i l e  i s  i n  t h e  p r i o r i t y  one 
s a f e ?  

A .  The S2 s a f e ,  yes ,  s ir ,  t h e  p r i o r i t y  one S 2 - s a f e .  

Q. From t h e  t i m e  you p laced  t h e  £ i l e  f o l d e r  i n  t h e  s a f e  
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u n t i l  you were asked f o r  it i n  t h e  sp r ing  of  1969, d i d  you 
e v e r  have occasion t o  go t o  t h a t  f i l e  f o l d e r ,  as you r e c a l l ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q e  Did you rece ive  any i n q u i r i e s  o r  ques t ions  about 
i t ?  

A. NO,  sir,  none. 

Q- It was j u s t  l i k e  a l o t  of o t h e r  papers t h a t  were he ld  
t h a t  j u s t  remained i n  p lace?  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q . So we come t o  t h e  s p r i n g  of 1969. You g e t  a  reques t
and you go t o  t h e  s a f e ;  i s  t h a t  r i g h t ?  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q Now can you t e l l  us from whom you rece ived  t h e  
r eques t  i n  t h e  s p r i n g  of  1969 and f i x  t h e  t ime? 

A .  I rece ived  it from our  a d j u t a n t ,  our  Sl /personnel  
o f f i c e r ,  Major G I B S O N ,  I b e l i e v e  it is.  

Q Major GIBSON? 

A. Yes, sir.  And t h e  t ime,  i t ' s  A p r i l  o r  May--April 
I b e l i e v e ,  s i r ,  because we j u s t  f i n i s h e d  moving t o  a temporary 
p lace  while  they  were b u i l d i n g  a new TOC f o r  us .  I be l i eve  it 
was A p r i l ,  s i r ,  Apr i l .  

Q Do you remember Major G I B S O N ' S  f i r s t  name? 

A. No, sir, I don ' t .  

Q Who w a s  t h e  S2 during t h i s  per iod? 

A. Well, a t  t h i s  t ime Major COX was t h e  S2. 

Q a Was Major COX t h e  S2 when you a r r i v e d ?  

A.  No, sir ,  Major VEATCH. VEATCH, V a s  i n  Vic to r .  

APP T-285 
s 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

Q Did you ever  speak wi th  Major VEATCH about t h i s  f i l e ?  

A. No, s i r ,  I d i d n ' t .  

Q e  Did you rece ive  t h i s  r e q u e s t  from--not from Major COX 
b u t  from Major GIBSON? 

A. Y e s ,  sir'. 

Q e  What d i d  Major GIBSON t e l l  you? 

A .  He asked me i f  I had seen  anything i n  t h e  f i l e s  r e f -
erence some i n c i d e n t  i n  t h e  s p r i n g  of 1 9 6 8 .  I t o l d  him I seen 
t h i s  f o l d e r ,  t h i s  envelope, t h a t  had something i n  t h e r e  concern-
i n g  some i n c i d e n t .  

Q. Did he i n d i c a t e  anything more i n  h i s  d e s c r i p t i o n  t o  
l e t  you know what he was looking f o r ?  

A. No, sir. He s a i d  it was r a t h e r  urgent  t o  f i n d  it i f  
we had it, and t h a t ' s  about it. 

Q- Did he i n d i c a t e  t o  what t h e  i n c i d e n t  r e l a t e d ?  

A.  Yeah, c i v i l i a n s  being k i l l e d ,  an i n c i d e n t  of some 
c i v i l i a n s  be ing  k i l l e d .  

Q Did he i n d i c a t e  where t h i s  i n c i d e n t  had taken p lace?  

A. No, s ir .  

Q Did he i n d i c a t e  what k ind  of paper h e  was looking f o r ?  

A. No, he j u s t  asked f o r  any correspondence--

Q- ( In te rpos ing)  Correspondence? 

A. Right.  

Q. Did he i n d i c a t e  whether t h e r e  had been an i n v e s t i -
ga t ion  of t h e  i n c i d e n t ?  

A. No, sir.  
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Q Did he ask f o r  a r e p o r t  of i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  do you
r e c a l l ?  

A.  "Correspondence" o r  " repor t  of t h e  massacren--he 
could have used t h e  word " r e p o r t , "  but  he d i d n ' t  use " repor t  
of i n v e s t i g a t i o n . "  

9- Do you t h i n k  he may have s a i d  "a r e p o r t  of a mass-
a c r e  "? 

Yeah, could have been. 

Q Did he seem t o  know anything about what he was look-
ing  f o r ?  

A. No, s ir .  I mean I asked f o r  more d e t a i l s  and he--

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  I mean could he give you any h i n t  a s  
t o  what--did he sugges t  where he had go t t en  t h i s  r eques t  t h a t  he 
was pass ing  on t o  you, why he was making t h e  r e q u e s t  t o  you? 

A.  No, he d i d n ' t .  He d i d  s t a t e  t h a t  it w a s  r a t h e r  ur-
gent  t o  g e t  it and f i n d  it i f  we had it. 

Q Did he i n d i c a t e  who was looking f o r  i t ?  

A .  The i n d i c a t i o n  was t h a t  he had t o  make a r e p o r t  t o  
someone e l s e  on it. I d o n ' t  know who, d i v i s i o n  o r  someone i n  
br igade ,  b u t  he had t o  make a r e p o r t .  Cause I know I - - a f t e r  
we gave him t h e  f o l d e r ,  then he came back and had me help--my 
c l e r k - t y p i s t  he lp  i n  reproducing some papers f o r  a r e p o r t  t o  
submit someplace. 

Q So you took t h e  whole f o l d e r  t o  him? 

A.  Yes, sir. 

Q And then  he asked you t o  make some copies?  

A .  Right,  s ir .  

Q c And do you r e c a l l  i f  he asked you t o  make copies  
of a11 of t h e  papers o r  only some of them? 
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A. No, h e  on ly  brought  back some t o  t h e  o f f i c e  t o  h e l p .  
H e  w a s  short--some o f  h i s  c l e r k s  w e r e  on guard o r  something t h a t  
day,  s o  h e  used mine t o  reproduce t h a t  paper .  H e  used mine and 
w e  he lped  reproduce it. Now t h i s  i s  t h e  second t ime--sorry ,  I ' m  
mixed up. The f i r s t  t ime he  d i d n ' t ;  h e  took t h e  papers  and d i d  
it h imse l f .  The second t ime he  asked f o r  t h e  documents, w e  
he lped  reproduce--no, I s t a n d  c o r r e c t e d ,  s i r .  I ' m  g e t t i n g  con-
fused  he re .  That  was t h e  f i r s t  time--no--

Q ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I want you t o  go s lowly  h e r e  because--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  That  w a s  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  i n  A p r i l ,  May--
i n  A p r i l  it was o r  May, e a r l y  May, end o f  A p r i l ,  and my c l e r k  he lpe  
reproduce t h e  l e t t e r  from t h e  p rov ince  c h i e f .  I remember t h a t ,  t h e  
l e t t e r  from t h e  prov ince  c h i e f ' s  o f f i c e .  

Q. Was t h a t  one s h e e t  o r  more? 

A. Two, sir ;  one and a h a l f  o r  so. 

Q That  i s  - t h e  Engl i sh  t r a n s l a t i o n ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q- Did you reproduce t h e  Vietnamese document? 

A. NO,  sir. 

Q. You had  no r ep roduc t ion  f a c i l i t i e s  a t  Duc Pho, d i d  
you? 

A. No, s i r ,  we j u s t  had t o  t ype  i t  and "true-copy" it. 
The a d j u t a n t  v e r i f i e d  a t r u e  copy. 

Q Did h e  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  h e  wanted t o  s e e  t h e  o r i g i n a l  
documents?' 

A .  No, sir.  

Q. You s a y  t h a t  a t r u e  copy was made of t h e  t r a n s l a t i o n ?  
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A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Of t h e  province c h i e f ' s  l e t t e r ?  

A. Right ,  s ir .  

Q .  ~ n dwho c e r t i f i e d  t h e  t r u e  copy? 

A. I b e l i e v e  again Major GIBSON was t h e  only s t a f f  o f f -
i c e r  we had i n  t h e r e .  Everybody e l s e  was out  f l y i n g  o r  something. 

Q - Do you r e c a l l  how long Major GIBSON had been i n  t h e  
11th Brigade? 

A. I t h i n k  he j u s t  came i n  too--he d i d ,  yes ,  sir.  H e  
came around about t h e  same time I d i d ,  give o r  t a k e  a month. H e  
came i n  November o r  December. 

Q. Did he a l s o  g e t  a copy from you of t h e  l e t t e r  from 
MACV Quang Ngai t o  t h e  br igade? 

A. Yes, sir. He got--well,  he d i d n ' t  g e t  a copy. H e  
g o t  t h e  whole t h i n g ,  and he handed me back some of it t o  h e l p  
type ,  t o  make t r u e  copies .  

Q And then  you made t h e  t r u e  copy and de l ive red  every-
th ing  back t o  him? 

A. Right ,  yes ,  sir. 

Q And a t  t h a t  p o i n t  you gave up custody of t h e  whole 
th ing?  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q So t h a t  noth ing  came back t o  you i n  t h a t  p o i n t  of  
time? 

A. Yes, sir. I t  d id  a f t e r  t h e  t r u e  copies  were made. 
The next  day o r  s o  he handed m e  back t h e  folder--I  mean t h e  en-
velope, again.  

Q Now, what d id  you g e t  back a t  t h a t  t ime? 

A. I d i d n ' t  look, sir. I d i d n ' t  look. I p u t  it i n  
t h e  s a f e ,  and t h a t  was it. 

1 6  
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Q. You p u t  i t  i n  t h e  s a f e ,  and I g a t h e r  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  
a second r e q u e s t  l a t e r  on? 

A.  Yes, s i r ,  i n  September f o r  the--

Q . ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )  Not u n t i l  September? 

A. No. And I was asked a g a i n  i f  I had anyth ing  on it. 
That  t ime I gave it  aga in  t o  t h e  a d j u t a n t ,  and t h a t  was t h e  l a s t  
t i m e - - I  d i d n ' t  g e t  it back; i t  was gone. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  who typed  t h a t  t r u e  copy f o r  you? 

A. I t  cou ld  have been S p e c i a l i s t  F ive  STROP, who was 
c h i e f  i n t e l l i g e n c e  a s s i s t a n t  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  

Q. How do you s p e l l  STROP? 

A .  S-T-R-0-P. And I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  t h i n k  o f  t h e  o t h e r  
c l e r k - t y p i s t  1 had ,  a  c l e r k - t y p i s t  a c t u a l l y .  I c a n ' t  t h i n k  o f  
h i s  name, b u t  i had ano the r  PFC. I t  w a s  one of t h o s e  two t h a t  
would have worked on i t .  I changed c l e r k - t y p i s t s  every  3 months 
o r  SO. 

Q Did you wear them o u t ?  

A. No, g i v i n g  t h e  guys a break from t h e  f i e l d .  W e  ' d  
b r i n g  t h e  r i f l e m e n  i n  and p u t  them t o  work f o r  2 o r  3 months. 
And then  t h e y  r o t a t e d  and we 'd  g e t  ano the r  one i n .  

Q. How many s h e e t s  o f  pape r ,  as you r e c a l l ,  were i n -
c luded  t o  t h i s  c e r t i f i e d  t r u e  copy? 

A. I neve r  saw t h e  complete t h i n g .  A s  I s a y ,  probably 
two s h e e t s  on t h e  prov ince  l e t t e r ;  t h e  l e t t e r  from t h e  p rov ince ,  
two s h e e t s .  The o t h e r  p a r t .  ... 
Q e  When t h e  c l e r k - t y p i s t  p r epa red  it and brought  it 
back t o  you,  what h e  had p repa red ,  and you checked t h e  accur-
acy of what h e  had done, do you r e c a l l  how many s h e e t s  of paper  
he had t o  type?  

A .  Only t h e  o r i g i n a l  and two pieces--two s h e e t s  of 
paper .  W e l l ,  now t h e  whole document I d i d n ' t  see. The a d j u t a n t  
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took ca re  of p u t t i n g  t h e  whole t r u e  copies--pages toge the r .  I 
was only given back t h a t  one l e t t e r  from t h e  province c h i e f ,  a 
t r u e  copy. 

Q Well, he  had someone e lse- -

A. ( In te rpos ing)  He had someone else-- . 

Q ( In te rpos ing)  Type o t h e r  shee t s?  

A. Yes, s ir ,  i n  t h e  S 1  s e c t i o n  t h e r e .  

Q I n  t h e  S 1  s e c t i o n ?  

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q.  How do you know o t h e r  por t ions  were typed i n  t h e  S 1  
sec t ion?  

A. I ' m  assuming again because he s a i d  he wanted a t r u e  
copy of it a l l ,  and he d i d n ' t  have t h a t  many t y p i s t s  and s o  he  
handed a s h e e t  t o  me. I assume t h a t  a s  he went on with it he  
d i d  t h e  same with t h e  r e s t .  I d i d n ' t  s e e  it; I d i d n ' t  check it. 

Q Well, I ' m  not  s u r e  t h a t  I understand how you know 
what he was making a t r u e  copy o f ?  

A. T h a t ' s  t r u e  t o o .  Well, I had one carbon. I b e l i e v e  
t h e r e ' s  only one-- there 's  only one copy of what I had i n  t h a t  
f o l d e r .  

Q Am I t o  understand t h a t  t h e r e  was more i n  t h a t  f o l -
der  t h a t  he  asked you t o  copy? 

A. . . Yes, sir. 

Q - And you d o n ' t  know whether he had -a copy made of 
any of t h e  o t h e r  papers  i n  t h a t  f i l e ?  

A. No, s ir ,  I do no t .  

Q The only t h i n g  he had you copy was two s h e e t s  of 
paper? 

A. Yes, s i r .  
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Q Now i n  add i t ion  t o  Major GIBSON, d i d  anyone e l s e  
speak t o  you about t h i s ?  

A .  NO, sir. 

Q Did you speak t o  anyone who was working wi th  Major
GIBSON on g e t t i n g  t h e s e  papers toge the r?  

A .  No, I d i d n ' t .  

Q Well, I guess they were be ing  put  t o g e t h e r .  It 
seemed. logica1 t o  m e  t h a t  Major G I B S O N  would have asked you t o  
work with whoever e l s e  was preparing t h e  o t h e r  pages. 

A.  No, I th ink  t h e  c l e r k  took it over ,  gave it t o  him, 
and t h a t  was it. 

Q. And when you gave him t h e  papers t h a t  you had had 
typed,  what became of t h e  o r i g i n a l  of t h e  document t h a t  had 
been copied? 

A .  Major G I B S O N  had kept  it a t  t h i s  t ime. He gave it 
back t o  m e  l a t e r .  He gave m e  back t h e  f o l d e r  again.  

Q- H e  gave you back t h e  f o l d e r  l a t e r ?  

A. T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  

Q. And when you go t  t h e  f o l d e r  back--I may have asked 
you t h i s ,  bu t  I want t o  be su re  t h a t  I understand--what d id  you 
do wi th  t h e  f o l d e r ?  

A .  . P u t  it back i n  t h e  s a f e  again i n  t h e  f i l e  f o l d e r .  

Q - Did you have a conversat ion with Major G I B S O N  a t  
t h a t  time? 

A .  No, s ir .  

Q - Did he g ive  you any i n s t r u c t i o n s  a s  t o  what you were 
t o  do with t h a t  f o l d e r  when he gave it t o  you? 

A.  No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  

Q I want you t o  th ink  very c a r e f u l l y  about t h a t .  
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A.  Well, he could have s a i d  hold it ,  keep it i n  a se-
1 

cure p lace ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  know. 

Q Are you s u r e  you put  it back where it had been? 

A. Yes, s i r .  I put  it back where it had been. 

Q. Was t h e  f o l d e r  sea led  when he handed it back t o  you 
o r  was it opened? 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  I t  could have been s e a l e d ;  it could 
have been tucked i n ;  e i t h e r  way but--

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  Do you r e c a l l  i f  t h e r e  w a s  any w r i t i n g  
on t h e  f o l d e r  when it was handed back t o  you? 

A. No, s i r ,  I do no t .  

& Was the  document c l a s s i f i e d ?  

A. I t  must have been c o n f i d e n t i a l .  Everything we had a3 
was c o n f i d e n t i a l ;  it must have been c l a s s i f i e d .  I ' m  no t  s u r e ,  I CJ 
d o n ' t  know i f  it had s stamp on it o r  no t .  L-5 

Q. Was t h e r e  any record o r  logging made of what you 
d i d  a t  t h i s  t ime? 

A. No, sir.  

Q I n  providing t h e  t r u e  copy o r  i n  t a k i n g  m a t e r i a l  i n  
and ou t  of t h e  f i l e ?  

0 

A. NO, s ir .  

Q A t  t h i s  t i m e  who was t h e  commanding o f f i c e r  of t h e  
br igade? 

A. Colonel DONALDSON was CO. 

Q When d i d  Colonel TREADWELL come t o  t h e  11th  Brigade? 

A,  I n  May o r  June ,  Well, they had--Colonel DONALDSON 
had 6 months, s o  he came i n  November. It would be December, January,  

20 
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February,  March, A p r i l ,  May. 

Q e  Well, I th ink  your r e c o l l e c t i o n  i s  i n c o r r e c t .  

A. Is t h a t  r i g h t ,  s i r ?  

Q - I have he re  a record  of t h e i r  da tes .  

A. Yes, you ' re  r i g h t ,  sir. I t  could have been changed 
i n  May. 

Q. I t h i n k  it was i n  March. The records t h a t  we have 
examined i n d i c a t e  t h a t  Colonel DONALDSON rep laces  Colonel HEN-
DERSON a s  t h e  commander of t h e  l l t h  Brigade on 4 October. Now 
does t h i s  r e f r e s h  your r e c o l l e c t i o n  a s  t o  who was t h e  commanding 
o f f i c e r  a t  t h e  t i m e  you a r r i v e d  a t  t h e  l l t h  Brigade? 

A. Well, it must have been DONALDSON. 

Were you on s t a t i o n  p r i o r  t o  t h e  29th o f  October? 

A.  No, sir. I was i n  Chu Lai p r i o r  t o  t h a t .  

Q- And where were you a t  Chu Lai?  

A. F i r s t ,  combat c e n t e r  f o r  a week, I t h i n k  it w a s ,  
and then I was assigned t o  d i v i s i o n  G 3 .  

Q You had been a t  t h e  d i v i s i o n  G 3  f o r  a per iod? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q- And d i d  you work a t  t h e  TOC t h e r e ?  

A. No, s ir ,  G 3  admin i s t r a t ion .  

Q I n  t h e  G 3  admin i s t r a t ion  o f f i c e ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q a I f  y o u ' l l  r e c a l l ,  Colonel DONALDSON a f t e r  he became 
br igade  commander went t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n .  

A.  He d i d ,  s i r .  

Q And he went t o  ch ie f  of s t a f f  of t h e  d i v i s i o n .  
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A .  And Colonel TREADWELL came from c h i e f  of  s t a f f  t o  
b r igade ,  yes ,  sir. T h a t ' s  t r u e ,  yes ,  s ir .  

Q And t h a t  exchange of  p o s i t i o n ,  do you r e c a l l  now 
when t h a t  took p lace?  

A.  A s  you s a y ,  it was i n  March then .  And then  conse-
quent ly  when Colonel DONALDSON was gone from br igade  and as 
br igade  commander, I was requested f o r  those  documents. 

Q e  Well, our  information i s  t h a t  they exchanged d u t i e s  
on t h e  28th of March, s o  t h a t  from t h e  28th of March t o  t h e  1 3 t h  
of September, Colonel TREADWELL was t h e  commanding o f f i c e r  of 
t h e  11th  Brigade. Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of r ece iv ing  
any i n s t r u c t i o n s  from Colonel TREADWELL with r e spec t  t o  t h i s  
mat ter?  

A.  NO,  sir .  

Q Did Major G I B S O N  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  he had rece ived  any 
i n s t r u c t i o n s  from Colonel TREADWELL? 

A. No, sir. 

Q Is t h e r e  any way which you can f i x  t h e  t ime t h a t  
you rece ived  t h i s  r e q u e s t  from Major GIBSON? 

A. No, I c a n ' t ,  sir. A l l  I can say--as I s a y ,  I have 
t o  come up wi th  t h e  end of March o r  A p r i l ,  t h e  genera l  t ime. 
Well, I ' d  l i k e  t o  t a l k  t o  someone e l s e  i n  t h e  b r igade ,  bu t  I know 
it was j u s t  a f t e r  we moved o u t  of one a r e a  i n t o  another  temp-
ora ry  a rea  while  they  were r ebu i ld ing  t h e  new TOC. This  took 
about 4 months t o  bu i ld .  

Q Was it befo re  you made t h e  move o u t  of t h e  o l d  area?  

A.  Afte r .  I t  was a f t e r  we moved from our  o l d  adminis tra-
t i v e  p lace  t o  a temporary p lace  while they  were using t h i s  o t h e r  
a r e a  f o r  l o c a t i o n .  A f t e r  t h e  move. 

Q - And when you rece ived  t h e  i n i t i a l  r e q u e s t  from Major
GIBSON you were i n  your temporary l o c a t i o n ?  

Correc t ,  s ir .  
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8 .  m d  before you went into--

A. ( In terpos ing)  The permanent TOC . 
Q. The new TOC. And when d id  you make t h e  move i n t o  
t h e  new TOC? 

A. That was made i n  August. 

Q Not u n t i l  August? 

A. Not till August. 

Q o  And you were i n  t h e  temporary q u a r t e r s  f o r  what per-
iod ,  do you r e c a l l ?  Can you r e l a t e  it t o  t h e  a r r i v a l  of Colonel 
T-ADWELL? 

A. No, I c a n ' t  s ir .  No, I c a n ' t .  

Q. No way you can--

A .  ( In terpos ing)  I ' m  t r y i n g  t o .  I f e e l  t h a t  he was t h e r e  
at t h i s  time. I be l i eve  he w a s .  He w a s  t h e r e .  He was a t  t h e  brigac 
as  brigade commander. 

Q Was t h e r e  any reference  a t  t h i s  time to Colonel HEM-
DERSON i n  any reference  t o  t h i s  f i l e  by Major G I B S O N ,  any reques t  
o r  requirement made t o  you? 

A. NO,  sir .  

Q m  Was t h e r e  any reference  t o  an inves t iga t ion  being
conducted? 

A. No, sir. 

Q 4 Any reference  t o  t h e  d iv i s ion  I G  who was Colonel 
HOWARD a t  t h a t  t i m e ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  He mentioned something about t h e  I G .  The 
d iv is ion-- I  d o n ' t  think he mentioned it t o  me. He may have men-
t ioned it t o  someone and I overheard it: "The d i v i s i o n  I G  was 
asking about. .,." 
Q - TO whom was he speaking a t  t h a t  time, do you know? 
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No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t .  

Q. What d i d  he say about t h e  d i v i s i o n  IG? 

A .  A s  I r e c a l l  i t ,  he asked me f o r  t h e  papers ,  t h e  re-
p o r t ,  o r  whatever I had on t h i s  massacre, and then  I d o n ' t  know 
who he was t a l k i n g  t o ,  b u t  I d i d  hea r  t h e  d i v i s i o n  I G  was reques t -
ing information on t h i s .  Maybe I heard it l a t e r ,  but  I know I 
heard it i n  connection with t h e  same inc iden t .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  a f t e r  you rece ived  t h e  f o l d e r  back 
and re tu rned  it t o  t h e  f i l e ,  a f t e r  f u r t h e r  d i scuss ion  about 
t h e  ma t t e r  and ques t ions  being d i r e c t e d  t o  you, any information 

* sought from you? 

A. No, s ir .  

Q. But you d i d  hea r  a comment about t h e  I G  conducting 
an i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A .  Yes, sir.  

Q- What were you t o l d  i n  t h a t  r e s p e c t ?  

A. I wasn't--well ,  t h a t ' s  a l l  I heard.  Major GIBSON 
d i d n ' t  say it t o  me; he was t a l k i n g  t o  somebody e l s e  and he 
mentioned t h e  r e p o r t  f o r  t h e  I G  o r  paperwork f o r  t h e  d i v i s i o n  
I G  o r  f o r  t h e  I G .  We d i d n ' t  have an I G  down t h e r e .  

Q. W e l l ,  d i d  he i n d i c a t e  t h a t  he was looking f o r  o t h e r  
papers? 

A. No, s ir .  

Q- Was he r e f e r r i n g  t o  what he had provided o r  what 
he was going t o  provide? 

A .  What he was going t o  provide? 

Q. Was t h i s  a f t e r  he re tu rned  t h e  f i l e  t o  you? 

A. No, t h i s  was during t h e  per iod  of t ime it w a s  ~ e f n g  
reproduced, and he s t i l l  had t h e  f i l e .  

Q- And when was t h e  n e x t  time you had any re fe rence  t o  
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t h i s  f i l e  o r  t o  p r i o r  r eques t s  of Major GIBSON? 

A. 	 I n  September, sir, 

Q - This  i s  a f t e r  you moved? 


A . .  Yes, sir.  


Q* I n t o  your new TOC? 


A. 	 Right,  s ir .  

Q. And a t  t h a t  t ime what was t h e  r eques t ,  and from whom 
did  you rece ive  i t ?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  Major COX asked me o r  Major G I B S O N .  
Major GIBSON asked m e  again f o r  t h a t  f o l d e r  I had on t h e  inc id -  
e n t .  

8 - 	 And ;:hat d id  he  t e l l  you a t  t h a t  t ime? 

A,  That he wanted t o  have t h a t  information t h a t  I ' d  
gave him befo re ,  t h e  f o l d e r  'on it. 

Q e  Did he i n d i c a t e  t h i s  t i m e  why he wanted t h e  i n f o r -  
m a t ion? 

A. 	 No, sir.  

Did he i n d i c a t e  t h a t  someone had made a r eques t  t oQ e  


him? 

Q. Did he i n d i c a t e  what he w a s  going t o  do with it 
when he g o t  it from you? 

A ,  No, s ir .  W e  were a l l  reorganized ,  and t h e  previous 
t ime he w a s  l oca ted  c l o s e r  t o  us i n  our  temporary p lace  and we 
would j u s t  walk--and t h i s  t i m e  t h e  S1 was i n  a completely d i f -  
f e r e n t  a r e a  s o  t h e r e  was no i n d i c a t i o n  a t  all. H e  j u s t  picked 
it up and-- 

& * 	 ( In te rpos ing)  He came over  t o  your o f f i c e ,  however? 
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A. Yeah, I e i t h e r  d e l i v e r e d  it t o  him o r  I--no, he 
come over.  He come over and g o t  it. 

Q. And he came and got  it from you? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. From you personal ly?  

A .  Y e s ,  s i r ,  

Q m  He then  took t h e  envelope and what more do you know 
about i t ?  

A. T h a t ' s  a l l .  

Q. H e  d i d n ' t  r e t u r n  it back t o  you? 

A. No, sir. 

Q I ' d  l i k e  you as carefu3J.y a s  you can t o  fix t h e  t ime 
t h a t  t h a t  f o l d e r  w a s  d e l i v e r e d  by you t o  Major G I B S O N ,  

A. The b e s t  I can do i s  t h e  middle of September, sir. 
I came back from R&R t h e  middle oE August, and it was a f t e r  t h i s .  
I c a n ' t  fix it. 

Q And you remained at-, l:Lj:1,?7Pho u n t i l  October of 1969? 

A. I t h i n k  I l e f t  t h e r e  31  September t o  go up t o  Chu 
Lai  . 
9. Perhaps 30 ~ep tember? .  

A. 30 September and iden{: t o  Chu Lai .  . Then I l e f t  Chu 
Lai  on t h e  2nd of October f o r  Cam Ranh and t h e n  back. 

Q About how long before  you l e f t  would you have turned  
over t h i s  f o l d e r  t o  Major GIBSON? 

A. I f e e l  3 o r  4 weeks. 

Q. So it was probably i n  e a r l y  September of 1969, 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 
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Q Ea.rly l a s t  September? 

A. Y e s .  

Q . A t  any t i m e  t h e r e a f t e r  d id  you have any conversation 
with anyone about t h e  f o l d e r  o r  ahout t h e  documents i n  t h e  fo ld-  
e r ?  

A.  NO, s i r ,  n o t  t h a t  I , c c a P P .  

Q a Did you rece ive  any reques ts  f o r  i n f o m a t i o n  about 
i t ?  

Have you a t  any t i m e  s ince  leaving  ~ u c  Pho had any 
conversa.a",ions with anyone about t h i s  f i l e  fo lde r?  
Q e  

A. I may have mentioned it t o  some of t h e  people I worked 
wi th ,  because it h i t  me a s  a s u r p r i s e  when I read i n  t h e  news- 
paper about it. I r e a l l y  h a h u  t a.ssociated it with t h i s .  And I 
s t a r t e d  th ink ing  back about it and the  contents  of t h a t  l e t t e r .  

8 . Were any of t h e s e  people with whom you spoke i n  t h e  
11th Brigade o r  i n  t h e  America1 C2vision? 

A. No, sir.  

Q O r  had they  served i n  t h e  br igade o r  d iv i s ion?o 

Q - Have you had any conversat ions about t h e  My Lai in-  
c i d e n t  o r  about Task Force Barker and i t s  opera t ions  with anyone 
who was a s s o c i a t e d  with t h e  br igade or t h e  d iv i s ion?  

A. Nor sir.  

Q I n  t h e  conversat ions t h a t  you had regarding  t h i s  
f o l d e r ,  d id  any of those  with whom you t a l k e d  about it ever  re-
f e r  t o  it as  t h e  "P inkv i l l e  inc iden t "?  

A. No, s i r ,  

Q Sergeant CAMELL, I would l i k e  you t o  examine Exh ib i t  R-5.a 
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I ask you i f  you have eve r  seen t h a t  document before?  I f  you 
w i l l  f i r s t  j u s t  look a t  t h e  f i r s t  two pages p lease .  

A.  I have seen t h i s  be fo re ,  sir.  

Q 0 When d i d  you f i r s t  s e e  t h a t  document, do you know? 

A. When I f i r s t  looked a t  t h e  f o l d e r  over  t h e r e ,  sir. 

Q And t h a t  a l s o  w a s  i n  t h i s  f o l d e r ?  

A. Yes, s i r ,  

Q I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  papers you've descr ibed? 

A.  Well, I could be wrong. In  a d d i t i o n ,  a s  I saym-
yes,  s i r ,  t h e r e  was more t h e r e .  There was more d e t a i l  than  
t h i s  here from t h e  province.  

Q I j u s t  want you t o  look a t  t h e  f i r s t  two pages,
p lease .  

A .  I ' v e  seen t h i s  before,  

Q o  And I want t o  go s t e p  by s t e p  with you because I 
know we ' re  t r y i n g  t o  recal.1 something t h a t  you looked a t  months 
ago a t  t h i s  po in t .  I want t o  see i f  we can r e c o n s t r u c t  it s t e p  
by s t e p .  

A.  This i s  it, s i r ,  1 s a w  it. This  is what we had. 
I could be completely wrong. abnilt  t h e  l e t t e r .  I s m  s o r r y  my 
memory's t h i s  bad, b u t  as 1 sa .<d,  I read it over  quickly  and 
t h a t  was it. But I seem t o  remember more d e t a i l  on--from t h e  
Vietnamese s i d e ,  

Q. There was more detail on t h e  Vietnamese s i d e  t h a t  
we know about ,  and t h a t ' s  why I ' m  ~ t l j r yanxious to--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  Y e s ,  I've seen t h i s .  

Q And you w i l l  n.ot:e th.a-t-. t h e  document a t  which you ' r e  
looking i s  prepared f o r  the signs-ture of Colonel HENDERSON. Did 
you see  a document such as  that? 

A. Yes, sir. 
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Q. I d o n ' t  want you t o  look a t  t h e  o t h e r  pages,  p l e a s e ,  
u n t i l  we can exhaust  your r e c o l l e c t i o n .  I n  add i t ion  t o  a copy 
of t h e  l e t t e r  from Colonel HENDERSON, do you r e c a l l  i f  t h e r e  
were o t h e r  copies  of t h e  same l e t t e r  i n  t h e  envelc?e? O r ,  l e t  
m e  ask it t h i s  way: how many copies  of Colonel HENDERSO?XVs 
l e t t e r  were i n  t h e  envelope? 

A .  I do no t  know, s i r ,  b u t  t h e r e  were d u p l i c a t e s  now 
t h a t  I s e e  it. I 'm s u r e  t h e r e  were d u p l i c a t e s ,  carbon cop ies .  

Q- Was t h e  ribbon copy of t h e  l e t t e r  i n  t h e  envelope? 

A.  T o  t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge, yes ,  s i r ,  a carbon 
COPY -
Q. No, I ' m  saying t h e  r ibbon copy. 

A.  Ribbon copy, yes ,  sir. Oh, t h e  ribbon copy, no, 
sir ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  I seem t o  r e c a l l  a carbon, n o t  t h e  r i b -  
bon. Yes, s i r ,  iiow tha t  I see t h i s ,  I r e c a l l  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  
more than  one copy ~f  t h e  l e t t e r .  

Q. There was more than  one copy of t h e  letter, Were 
any of t h e  copies  s igned by Colonel HENDERSON? 

A. I do n o t  r e c a l l ,  I would say no, but I'm n o t  pos-
i t i v e ,  

Q e  You be l i eve  t h e r e  were j u s t  t w o  copies? You be l i eve  
t h e r e  was more than one. Do you be l i eve  t h e r e  were t w o ?  

A,  Yes, sir, 

Q m  O r  t h r e e  o r  poss ib ly  four?  

A,  No, all I can t e l l  you t h e r e  was t w o  or more, s i r o  
I @ a n a t  say how many. A s  I look a t  t h i s  now, I ca.n x e c a l l  going 
through two copies  of t h i s  before  I came t o  t h e  n-cxt document 
t h a t  was wi th  it. 

Q. Now, what do you remember as be ing  t h e  o t h e r  docu- 
ments wi th  t h i s  two-page r e p o r t ?  

A .  Well, then more d e t a i l s  from t h e  province ,  I seem 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 




FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

t o  r e c a l l  much more than  t h e r e  i s  i n  he re ,  much more reason 
f o r  j u s t i f i c a t i o n .  In  the back of my mind, it seems t o  m e  
one of t h e s e  documents m e n t i ~ n ssomething about a r t i l l e r y  
f i r e ,  t h i s  c r o s s f i r e ,  preparatory--yes,  which would be pre-
para tory  f i r e .  

Q Do you remember whether t h e r e  was a l s o  something 
i n  t h i s  document about a confronta t ion  between a h e l i c o p t e r  
p i l o t  and t h e  ground t roops?  

A.  Nothing, s i r ,  p o s i t i v e l y .  

Q - You're q u i t e  su re?  

A. I ' m  conf iden t ,  s i r .  I r e c a l l  noth ing  i n  t h i s  f i l e  
t h a t  i s  i n  t h i s  con tex t ,  

Q There apparent ly i.s such a document, and it was n o t  
i n  t h i s  f i l e .  You looked a t  everyth ing  i n  t h e  f i l e  and t h a t  
was n o t  i n  t h e  f i l e ?  

A. Yes, s ir .  I looked through t h i s  whole f i l e ,  and t h a t  
was n o t  i n  it. 

Q. Well, i n  addition t o  copies  of t h e  two-page r e p o r t  
of i n v e s t i g a t i o n  da ted  24 A p r i l ,  what e l s e  do you r e c a l l ?  Youfve 
mentioned a t r a n s l a t i o n  of a Vietnamese l e t t e r  from t h e  d i s t r i c t  
t o  t h e  province c h i e f .  

A.  Right ,  a complaint,  I be l i eve  it w a s ,  s ir .  

Q. The complaini; .wa.s from t h e  d i s t r i c t  ch ie f  t o  t h e  
province c h i e f ,  and then  the province chief  made a r e p o r t  on 
t h a t  t o  MACV Quang Ngai'? 

A. Well, yes ,  sir, t h i s  i s  t h e  genera l  p a t t e r n  on t h e  
,correspondence a s  I rem.ember i . t .  But I d o n f t  r e c a l l  i f  it was 
forwarded t o  t h e  MACV. It  c o u l d  have been j u s t  a l e t t e r  typed 
o r  j u s t  a typed p iece  of paper, and t hen  MACV go t  it a t  Quang 
Ngai . 
Q. And then  i n  addit j-on t o  t h a t ,  t h e r e  w a s  a communi-
c a t i o n  from MACV Quang Mga.i ta t h e  11th Brigade? 

A. A s  I r e c a l l ,  t h e r e  w a s ,  sir. 
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Q - Do you r e c a l l  i f  t h a t  was d i r e c t e d  t o  Colonel BLACK-
LEDGE o r  t o  Colonel HENDERSON? 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l ,  sir.  

Q I want you t o  think hard about t h a t .  

A. I do no t  r e c a l l ,  s i r ,  I cannot say .  Colonel BLACK-
LEDGE, he w a s  t h e  former S2 before  Major VEATCH, and h i s  name 
was on q u i t e  a b i t  of th ings  t h a t  we had. I c a n ' t  say.  

Q Now, i n  add i t ion  t o  t h e  papers t h a t  we've j u s t  re-
viewed, what e l s e  can you r e c a l l  a s  being wi th  t h i s  r e p o r t  of 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A. Nothing, sir.  

9. Do you r e c a l l  any Vietnamese propaganda, o r  I should 
say VC propaganda? 

A. Yes, s i r ,  Vietnamese w r i t i n g  and papers .  

Q. I ' m  no t  t a l k i n g  now &out anything from t h e  d i s t r i c t  
ch ief  t o  t h e  province c h i e f ,  bu t  any p ieces  of VC propaganda? 

A.  Yes, sir. I t  was e i t h e r  propaganda o r  e l s e  it w a s  
a complaint from t h e  d i s t r i c t  t o  t h e  province c h i e f .  I could 
be mixing t h i s  up, b u t  it seems t h a t  t h e r e  was much more d e t a i l  
from t h e  Vietnamese s i d e  a s  t o  what happened and what they  were, 
what was w r i t t e n ,  I ' d  say,  s ir .  

Q e  Do you remember haw many pages of propaganda t h e r e  
were? 

A.  I do n o t ,  sir.  

Q. Was t h e  Vietnamese t e x t  t h e r e ?  

A.  A s  I r e c a l l  it, yes ,  sir. 

Q. 
f i l e ?  

And can you remember anything e l s e  t h a t  w a s  i n  t h e  

A. NO, sir. 
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Q. Now, I ' d  l i k e  you t o  look a t  t h e  next  two pages 
of R-5 ,  j u s t  t h e . n e x t  two pages, p lease ,  and I ask i f  you 
r e c a l l  s ee ing  those  two pages before?  I d o n ' t  want you t o  
g e t  ahead, p l e a s e .  Don1t go beyond t h a t .  I j u s t  want your 
r e c o l l e c t i o n  as  t o  those  two pages. 

A.  Yes, sir.  They were i n  t h e  fo lde r .  

Q. They were i n  t h e  f o l d e r  a l s o .  Now, i f  y o u ' l l  
t u r n  t o  t h e  next  page. Do you r e c a l l  s ee ing  t h a t  document 
before?  

A.  Yes, s ir .  That w a s  i n  t h e  f o l d e r  a l s o .  

Q - That document headed "Statement, 1 4  A p r i l  1968" was 
a l s o  i n  t h e  fo lde r?  

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q - Do you r e c a l l  i f  t h e r e  was more than  one copy of 
t h a t  s ta tement? O r  more than  one page of i t ?  

A. No, I d o n ' t ,  s i r ,  

Q- D o  you r e c a l l  i f  t h e  document had a s i g n a t u r e  
on it t h a t  you saw? 

A .  N o ,  I d o n ' t ,  sLr, I donft r e c a l l .  

Q. D i d  you s e e  any document, now having looked 
through them, i n  a d d i t i o n  to t hose  t h a t  you've a l r eady  des-
c r i b e d ,  t h a t  you can now r e c a l l ?  

A. N o ,  s i r ,  none whatsoever. I n  f a c t ,  t h a t  seems to 
be t h e  t o t a l .  

Q Do you have any recsZEeetion of see ing  a l e t t e r  
from e i t h e r  t h e  commanding general of t h e  America1 Divis ion  
t o  Colonel HENDERSON, or  from the chief  of s t a f f  s igned by 
t h e  chief of s t a f f  on h i s  behalf t o  Colonel HENDERSON? 

A .  Nol sir. 
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Q =  You have no r e c o l l e c t i o n  of see ing  a document re-
ques t ing  a r e p o r t  from Colonel HENDERSON? 

A. NO,  s i r .  

Q You w i l l  note  t h a t  Exhib i t  R-5 is d i r e c t e d  t o  t h e  
commanding genera l  of t h e  America1 Divis ion.  

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q And you w i l l  note  a l s o  t h a t  it appears t o  be i n  
response t o  some requirement. 

A .  yes ,  sir. 

Q We understand t h a t  t h e r e  was a copy of t h i s  
requirement i n  t h i s  f o l d e r  when it w a s  given t o  you. 

A. N O ,  sir .  

Q You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  see ing  t h i s ?  

A. NO,  s i r ,  not  when I g o t  t o  read it. It wasn ' t  t h e r e .  
No, nothing. 

Q A r e  you q u i t e  c l e a r  on t h a t ?  I want you t o  be 
c a r e f u l  t o  scour  your r e c o l l e c t i o n  as  t o  any such document. 
I t  i s  our understanding t h a t  it would not  be t h e  o r i g i n a l  
l e t t e r ,  bu t  it would be t h e  r e t a i n e d  copy, t h e  o r i g i n a l  hav-
ing gone back t o  t h e  commanding genera l .  

A .  There may have been, b u t  1 d o n ' t  r e c a l l  it. I c a n ' t  
even r e c a l l  a t i t l e .  I j u s t  c a n ' t  t h i n k  of a poss ib le  t i t l e ,  
and I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  it. There may have been one i n  t h e r e  re-
ques t ing  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  There should have been one some-
place .  

Q. Well, have you ever  seen such a reques t  f o r  an 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t h a t  you can r e c a l l  a t  t h i s  time? It may have 
been i n  another loca t ion  and--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  No, s ir ,  I have no t .  

Q. I show you Exhibi t  M-29 and ask you i f  you ever  
have seen t h a t  document before? You w i l l  no te  t h a t  it i s  an 
English t r a n s l a t i o n  on t o p  of a Vietnamese document. 
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A. S h a l l  I look a t  t h e  second page? 

8 Yes, p lease .  That i s  t h e  Vietnamese copy t h a t  
is  t r a n s l a t e d .  I know you haven ' t  seen t h e  p r e c i s e  t r a n s -
l a t i o n  t h a t  you see  t h e r e  because t h a t  is  a r e c e n t  t r a n s -
l a t i o n  t h a t  we have had made during t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  But 
t h e  t r a n s l a t i o n  t h a t  you would have seen would be of t h e  docu-
ment, t h e  Vietnamese document t h a t  is  a t t ached ,  i f  you had 
seen it, and presumably it would have t h e  same English b u t  
arranged d i f f e r e n t l y  on t h e  page and poss ib ly  a few words 
changed here  and t h e r e  simply because a d i f f e r e n t  ind iv idua l  
t r a n s l a t e d  it. 

A. Well, a s  I look a t  t h i s  now, it was i n  t h e  f o l d e r  
a l s o ,  and it was a l s o  ,with t h e  r e s t  when I o r i g i n a l l y .  read  it. 

Q. And you w i l l  no te  t h a t  it appears on t h e  document 
t h a t  copies  of it went t o  t h e  2d ARVN Divis ion headquarters  
and t o  MACV Quang Ngai Sector .  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. Who would be MACV Quang Ngai Sec tor?  Do you know 
t h a t  des ignat ion?  By t h e  t ime you were t h e r e  i n  t h e  f a l l  of 
1968, it might n o t  be t h e  des ignat ion  t h a t  w a s  used because 
t h e r e  was something of a reorganiza t ion  e a r l i e r  i n  1968. 

I 

A, I f  I r e c a l l ,  MACV had two d i f f e r e n t  s e c t i o n s  any-
way i n  Quang Ngai, t h e  one t h a t  w a s  t h e  2d ARVN and t h e  one 
t h e  one t h a t  was assigned t o  Quang Ngai. And from t h i s  I 
would assume t h a t  it was t h e  Quang Ngai Province,  t h a t  MACV 
p o r t i o n  t h a t  worked with t h e  province.  

Q. Now does t h i s  r e f r e s h  your r e c o l l e c t i o n  a s  t o  any 
of  t h e  d e t a i l s  of t h e  papers i n  t h a t  f o l d e r ?  

A. Af te r  reading t h i s ,  1,would say I ' v e  seen t h i s  
before.  It must have been i n  t h a t  f o l d e r  t o o  a t  t h e  same time. 

MR WEST:, We'll t ake  a s h o r t  r ecess  a t  t h i s  t ime. 

(The hear ing  recessed  a t  1742 hours ,  30 January 
1970.) 
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(The hea r ing  reconvened a t  1750 hours ,  30 January 
1970 .) 

MR MACCRATE: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  

RCDR: A l l  p r e s e n t  when t h e  hea r ing  r ecessed  a r e  aga in  
p r e s e n t .  I remind you aga in  you a r e  under oa th .  

MR MACCRATE: Sergeant  CAMELL, dur ing  t h e  r e c e s s  you had an 
oppor tuni ty  t o  examine t h e  r o s t e r  of t h e  11 th  Brigade.  Can 
you now g ive  us some names of your o t h e r  a s s i s t a n t s  t o  whom 
you r e f e r r e d ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  Ronald KRIEG. 

Q- Do you f i n d  S p e c i a l i s t  STROP'S f i r s t  name? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  W e  c a l l e d  him J e r r y ,  b u t  I t h i n k  h i s  
name i s  Jerome, They have it h e r e  Jerome. 

Q - Sergeant ,  I would now l i k e  t o  show you Exh ib i t  
M-30. You w i l l  f i n d  t h a t  t h e  t o p  copy i s  somewhat d i f f i c u l t  
t o  read.  There i s  a t r u e  copy beneath it which w i l l  be eas -
ier t o  read.  I would l i k e  you t o  examine it and t e l l  me 
whether you have eve r  seen a copy of t h a t  document. 

A. I t  i s  very f a m i l i a r .  I f  I saw it, it was t o g e t h e r  
w i t h  t h e  o t h e r  documents. 

Q Did you s e e  a copy of t h a t  document wi th  t h e  
name and s i g n a t u r e  of  Captain Angel RODRIGUEZ? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir ,  I r e c a l l  t h e  name, yes ,  s i r .  

Q. You b e l i e v e  t h a t  was among t h e  papers  i n  t h i s  
f o l d e r  t h a t  you tu rned  over  t o  Major GIBSON? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  I do. 

Q - I have previous ly  shown you Exh ib i t  R-5. 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q- I would l i k e  you now t o  examine Exh ib i t  R-1 which 
i s  a document of l i k e  number of pages and ask you i f  you have 

35 APP T-285 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

ever  seen t h a t  document before .  You w i l l  no te  t h a t  it i s  
i n d i c a t e d  a s  being a t r u e  copy. 

A .  I t  looks t h e  same as  R-5, sir.  

Q This  i s ,  however, a purported t r u e  copy, i s  it 
no t?  

A .  Yes. 

Q. A t  l e a s t  t h e  f i r s t  two pages a r e  s o  l abe led .  D o  
you know anything about t h e  prepara t ion  of t h a t  t r u e  copy? 

A.  I a m  n o t  c e r t a i n .  I could be i n  e r r o r  i n  my o r i -
g i n a l  s ta tement  and t h i s  i s  t h e  one we typed i n  our  o f f i c e .  
I t  i s  two pages and t h i s  could be t h e  one t h a t  was reproduced 
i n  our o f f i c e .  A s  a ma t t e r  of f a c t ,  I ' m  i n c l i n e d  t o  say so  
on j u s t  t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n  of t h e  reproduct ion as  I r e c a l l  it. 
Yes, s i r ,  I say t h i s  i s  t h e  one I was r e f e r r i n g  t o .  

Q . Did you a l s o  prepare t h e  t h i r d ,  f o u r t h ,  and f i f t h  
s h e e t s  o r  j u s t  t h e  f i r s t  two shee t s?  

A,  A s  I r e c a l l  it was only two s h e e t s  t h a t  we typed. 
The r e s t  was typed by somebody e l s e .  

Q - Now, I ' d  l i k e  t o  show you t h e  document of which R-5 
i s  a XEROX copy, and ask you i f  you have eve r  seen  t h e s e  
p a r t i c u l a r  p ieces  of paper before?  

A.  It looks j u s t  l i k e  what I had i n  my f i l e s .  I ' d  
say  it i s  f a m i l i a r .  Y e s ,  s i r ,  I ' v e  seen t h i s  be fo re .  

Q - Now, t h e s e  f i v e  s h e e t s  of paper a r e  i n  each c a s e ,  
it would appear,  a carbon copy. 

A .  Yes, sir. 

Q You have i n d i c a t e d  t h e r e  w a s  more than  one copy 
of a t  l e a s t  some of those  pages i n  t h i s  f o l d e r  t h a t  you 
had. Can you t e l l  us of  what pages you had more than  one copy? 

A.  A s  I r e c a l l ,  s i r ,  t h e  b a s i c  l e t t e r .  
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Q - The f i r s t  two pages, t h e  r e p o r t  o f  i n v e s t i g a t i o n
dated 24 Apr i l  1968? 

A. A s  I r e c a l l  Llle b a s i c  l e t t e r ,  t h e r e  was more than  
one copy; t h e r e  were two o r  more copies .  

Q- It i s  very important t o  us ,  Sergeant CAMELL, t o  
know j u s t  how many copies  were t h e r e  a t  t h a t  t ime,  and I 
would l i k e  you t o  t h i n k  very hard i n  t h a t  r e s p e c t .  

A. I c a n ' t  say,  s i x .  

Q- What makes you t h i n k  t h e r e  was more than  one copy? 

A. I r e c a l l  when I read it over  t h e  f i r s t  time o f  
screening  through t h e  papers ,  see ing  d u p l i c a t e s .  You have t o  
go through more papers t o  read it through, and I seem t o  r e c a l l  
doing it. 

Q Now, looking a t  t h e  t h i r d  and four th  s h e e t s  of 
paper ,  do you r e c a l l  s ee ing  more than one copy of t h a t  docu-
ment? 

A. No, sir. 

Q- P a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  f i f t h  s h e e t ,  do you remember 
see ing  more than  one of t h a t ?  

A. No, s ir .  

Q. Do you know anything about t h e  typ ing  of e i t h e r  of  
t h e  t h i r d  o r  f o u r t h  s h e e t s ,  o r  t h e  f i f t h  shee t?  

A. No, s ir ,  I d o n ' t .  

Q. Can you i d e n t i f y  t h e  handwriting t h a t  appears on 
t h e  t h i r d  and f o u r t h  shee t?  I be l i eve  i t ' s  on t h e - t h i r d  s h e e t  
i n  t h e  lower le f t -hand corner .  

A. No, sir. 

Q. I ask you t h e  same ques t ion  about t h e  handwriting 
on t h e  green s h e e t  i n  t h e  lower l e f t  c o m e r .  

A. No, s i r ,  I cannot i d e n t i f y  it. 
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Q. Do you r e c a l l  i f  t hose  handwri t ten n o t a t i o n s  were 
on t h e  document when you l a s t  saw i t ?  

A. I do no t  r e c a l l ,  sir.  

Q . .Do you r e c a l l  i f  on t h e  f i r s t  page t h e  n o t a t i o n  
i n  red  l e t t e r s  " F i l e  RKB" was on t h e  document? 

A .  I do no t  r e c a l l .  

Q o  
 You j u s t  do no t  r e c a l l  one way o r  t h e  o the r?  

A. No, s i r ,  I do no t  r e c a l l  one way o r  t h e  o t h e r .  

Q. Now, I show you Exh ib i t  R-1,  and I ' d  l i k e  t o  keep 
before  you a t  the  same time t h e  document obta ined  from t h e  
f i l e s  a t  Duc Pho. 

A .  Yes, sir.  


Q ~ n dask you t o  compare t h e  two documents. You w i l l 
a 

s e e  oa t h e  document on t h e  f i l e  t h e r e  i s  a  heading of t h e  ad- 
d r e s s  of t h e  br igade.  

A .  Yes, sir. 

Q e  You w i l l  n o t i c e ,  a l s o ,  a d i f f e r e n c e .  O n  t h e  
~ x h i b i tR - 1  t h a t  address does n o t  appear,  and a l s o  t h e  i n d i -  
c a t i o n  i n  t h e  upper lef t -hand corner  i s  somewhat d i f f e r e n t .  
~ n dover on t h e  second page, n o t e  t h e  i n d i c a t i o n  of a  s igna-
t u r e .  

A ,  yes ,  sir. 

Q Can you i n d i c a t e  t o  me how R-1  can be a t r u e  copy
of t h e  document obtained from t h e  f i l e s  a t  Duc Pho? 

A. Actua l ly ,  it c a n ' t .  

@Q Is t h e r e  any way t o  r e f r e s h  your r e c o l l e c t i o n  a s  
tc 2n:7 l nve r sa t ions  t h a t  took p lace  a t  t h e  time o r  any docu- 
ment tnak you saw a t  t h e  time t h e  t r u e  copy was prepared? I ' l l  
c a l l  your a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  i n d i c a t i o n s  on t h e  
f i l e  document t h a t  t h e  t r u e  copy was i n  f a c t  made from t h e  
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document. You w i l l  s e e  an e r a s u r e  of some r e d  l e t t e r s  Over 
the name Oran K .  HENDERSON, and you w i l l  a l s o  see an e r a s u r e  
of some appa ren t  r e d  p e n c i l  ove r  t o  t h e  l e f t  on t h e  second 
page. Does t h i s  i n  any way r e f r e s h  your  r eco l l ec t ion  a s  t o  
t h e  p r e p a r a t i o n  of t h e  t r u e  copy? 

A .  Yes, sir. I t  s u r e  looks l i k e  my w r i t i n g  g i v i n g  
i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  t h e  t y p i s t ' h o w  t o  do it. 

Q. Now, d i d  you i n s t r u c t  t h e  t y p i s t  t o  i n d i c a t e d  on 
t h e  t r u e  copy t h a t  it was a s igned  document? 

A.  I n  my normal f u n c t i o n ,  I would n o t  do such a 
t h i n g ,  and I am j u s t  deba t ing  i n  my mind whether I d i d  do it 
a t  t h e  t i m e .  

Q- Were you asked t o  p repare  t h e  t r u e  copy i n  t h i s  
way? 

A .  S i r ,  I don 9 r e c a l l ,  b u t  I must have,  because I 
would have neve r  i n s t r u c t e d  somebody t o  do it such a way. 

Q Do you remember t a l k i n g  wi th  Major COX o r  w i th  
anyone else about t h e  p r e p a r a t i o n  of t h i s  t r u e  copy? 

A. For  t h e  l i f e  o f  m e ,  I cannot  r e c a l l  any reason 
o r  cannot  r e c a l l  any conve r sa t ion  l e a d i n g  t o  p u t t i n g  typed  and 
s igned  on it. 

Q You have no r e c o l l e c t i o n  as Lo having seen  a 
s igned  copy o f  t h e  document? 

A.  No, s ir .  There must have been one,. b u t  I d o n ' t  
r e c a l l  s e e i n g  it. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  i f  Major COX s igned  t h a t  document i n  
your  o f f i c e ?  

?. * No, I d o n ' t .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  

Q = I ' d  l i k e  you t o  b e  s u r e  t o  t r a c e  t h i s  o u t  ca re -
f u l l y  j u s t  how t h a t  w a s  handled.  
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A .  I d o n ' t  know. I r e a l l y  d o n ' t .  I ' v e  been t r y i n g  
t o  th ink  s e r i o u s l y ,  hard  on it, and I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  when o r  
where he s igned it. I know I go t  it from Major G I B S O N  and 
gave it t o  one of t h e  t y p i s t  t o  type.  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l ,  sir.  

Q Does t h e  n o t a t i o n  " F i l e  RKB" have any meaning t o  
you? 

A. According t o  t h e  f i l e  system when anything goes i n  
t o  t h e  f i l e ,  it has sombodyls i n i t i a l s  on it t h a t  i t ' s  going 
t o  be f i l e d .  

Q e Do you know whose i n i t i a l s  a r e  RKB? 

A. No, sir. I ' d  say it was t h e  former S2 ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  
know. 

Q They do happen t o  be t h e  i n i t i a l s  of Colonel 
BLACKLEDGE, so t h a t  you would no t  be s u r p r i s e d  t o  f i n d  t h e  
S 2 ' s  i n i t i a l s  i n  the upper right-hand corner  of t h e  document 
which was given t o  him f o r  s a f e  keeping? 

A. No. 

MR WALSH: Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  Sergeant ,  of see ing  
any handwritten no tes  t h a t  may have been on t h e  documents, 
e i t h e r  on another  copy of it o r  on t h e  o r i g i n a l  which read ,  
"PS: I n  view of c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of c i t e d  r e p o r t ,  I am no t  
maintaining a  personal  copy. OKH"? 

A.  No, sir.  

Q A handwri t ten note?  

A.  N o ,  sir .  

MR WEST: Master Sergeant CAMELL, we a r e  very g r a t e f u l  f o r  
your coming i n  and you have helped us a g r e a t  d e a l .  

A. Thank you, sir.  

Q. The hear ing  w i l l  r e c e s s .  

(The hear ing  recessed  a t  1 8 2 0  hours ,  30 January 
1970.) 
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(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1555 h o u r s ,  31  January 
1970. ) 

PO: - The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR: The fo l lowing  named persons  a r e  p r e s e n t :  LTG PEERS, 
MR MACCRATE, COL ARMSTRONG, and MAJ COOP. 

Se rgean t  CAMELL, you are reminded you are s t i l l  
under o a t h .  

MR MACCRATE: We've now had t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  r e f l e c t  upon 
some of t h e  t h i n g s  we went over  y e s t e r d a y .  Perhaps some o f  
what you looked a t  and w e  t a l k e d  about  h a s  r e f r e s h e d  your  
r e c o l l e c t i o n  about some of  t h e  in format ion .  We have a d d i t i o n a l  
i n fo rma t ion  t h a t  we want t o  a sk  you about .  I t h i n k  t h a t  it 
would b e  h e l p f u l  i f  you could e x p l a i n  t o  General  PEERS t h e  
c i rcumstances  under  which t h e  envelope t h a t  Se rgean t  GERBERDING 
had was t u r n e d  over  t o  you. 

A. Y e s ,  sir. There w a s  an enve lope  s t o r e d  i n  my desk 
drawer w i t h  v a r i o u s  o t h e r  pape r s  t h a t  h e  had i n  a  mani la  f o l d e r .  
The whole t h i n g  w a s  Sergeant  G E R B E R D I N G ' s .  I n  a s e p a r a t e  f i l e  
i n  t h e  desk drawer t h e r e  w a s  t h i s  envelope p l u s  o t h e r  papers :  
o r d e r  o f  b a t t l e ,  o p e r a t i o n s  s e c t i o n ,  o r  i n t e l l i g e n c e  sec t ion- -
sou rces  t h a t  he  had and t h a t  h e  used w i t h  t h i n g s  t h a t  he pa r -
s o n a l l y  k e p t  i n  t h a t  a r e a .  H e  showed it t o  m e ,  and I glanced 
th rough  it, l e a v i n g  it i n  t h e  a r e a  where it was s t o r e d .  I t  
s t a y e d  i n  t h i s  area from t h e  t ime  I g o t  t h e r e ,  which was t h e  
end of  October ,  till t h e  end of  December o r  January when I had 
t h e  f i l e s  r eo rgan ized .  I took  e v e r y t h i n g  o u t  of t h e  desk 
drawer t h a t  w a s  of  a  c l a s s i f i e d  n a t u r e ,  c o n f i d e n t i a l  o r  s o ,  
and s t o r e d  it i n  t h e  s a f e  t h e n .  From t h a t  t i m e  on it remained 
i n  t h e  s a f e  u n t i l  I gave it o u t  t o  t h e  a d j u t a n t .  

Q Would you t e l l  u s  what Se rgean t  GERBERDING t o l d  
you about  t h e  hand l ing  of t h e  envelope when he gave it t o  you? 

A .  A c t u a l l y ,  I was t r y i n g  t o  r e c a l l  l a s t  n i g h t  what 
he s a i d .  Word-wise, I cannot .  There w a s  n o t  t h a t  much impor-
t a n c e  p u t  on it, but he s a i d  t o  t a k e  c a r e  of  it, o r  keep t r a c k  
of it, o r  something of  t h i s  n a t u r e .  Exac t ly  what t h e  words 
w e r e ,  s i r ,  I c a n ' t  say.  The i n t e n t ,  a s  I r e c a l l ,  w a s  t o  keep 
t r a c k  of  t h i s  envelope.  
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I0 : Was it a sea led  envelope, se rgean t  CAMELL? 

A .  No, sir.  A s  I r e c a l l ,  it wasn ' t  s ea led ;  t h e  f l a p  
was tucked i n  under. I t  was a brown envelope. 

MR MACCRATE: Can you r e c a l l  i f  it had anyone's name on i t ?  

A. No, sir, 

Q Sergeant GERBERDING thought  t h a t  he had w r i t t e n  
h i s  name on it. 

A.  Well, t h i s  could be ,  because he had h i s  name -on 
many t h i n g s  i n  t h a t  desk. I d o n ' t  know i f  it was on on t h i s  
envelope o r  no t .  It could very wel l  be ,  sir.  A s  I say ,  he 
had a b i g  notebook wi th  h i s  name on it i n  t h e  same cubbyhole. 

Q Did he go through t h e  contents  wi th  you? 

A. No, s ir .  He may have been i n  t h e  o f f i c e  when they  
screened i t ,  b u t  he j u s t  put  it back and everyth ing  t o  f i n d  
o u t  what it i s  but--

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  I n  t h e  case of t h i s  envelope, he 
d i d n ' t  spend a l i t t l e  t i m e  with you t a l k i n g  about i t ?  

A. I do n o t  r e c a l l .  

Q You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any s p e c i a l  i n s t r u c t i o n s  o r  des-
c r i p t i o n  of where he had go t t en  it o r  f o r  whom he was holding 
i t ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q When d i d  you f i r s t  examine t h e  contents?  

A.  Oh, approximately 3 o r  4 weeks l a t e r ,  a f t e r  he  
turned  the  m a t e r i a l  over.  I went through it and read  it and 
put  it back i n t o  t h e  s a f e .  It d i d  come t o  me. I dreamt 
about t h i s  t h i n g  l a s t  n i g h t .  

Q - Well, I thought  you might have. 
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A.  I t  came t o  m e  very d i s t i n c t l y ,  which I w a s n ' t  t o o  
s u r e  o f .  There  were a d d i t i o n a l  papers  i n  t h a t  envelope when 
I f i r s t  looked a t  it. I ' m  q u i t e  s u r e ,  ve ry  s u r e ,  t h a t  t h e r e  
were a d d i t i o n a l  papers  i n  t h e  envelope when I f i r s t  looked a t  
it. A s  t o  what t hey  were,  I cannot  t e l l  you. I j u s t  r e c a l l e d  
las t  n i g h t  t h e  s e n s a t i o n  I had when I r e c e i v e d  it back,  t h a t  
t h e r e  w a s  something miss ing.  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  what w a s  m i s s ing ,  
b u t  I had t h e  d i s t i n c t  f e e l i n g  o r  t h e  knowledge a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  
b u t  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  what was miss ing.  Something e l s e  was go ing  
on, and I d i d n ' t  pay any a t t e n t i o n  t o  it. 

Q. Now, when was t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  a f t e r  you g o t  it from 
Se rgean t  GERBERDING t h a t  you gave it t o  anyone e l s e ?  

A .  A s  I s a i d  yes t e rday ,  A p r i l  o r  May, s ir .  


Q - Up t o  t h a t  t i m e ,  you w e r e  t h e  on ly  one who had it? 


A. R igh t ,  sir.  

Q. And you w e r e  t h e  on ly  one who.knew about  it a s  f a r  
as you know? 

A.  A s  f a r  as I know, y e s ,  s ir .  

Q - And it f i r s t  w a s  i n  your desk and t h e r e a f t e r  
it w a s  i n  the--  

A .  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  S2 s a f e  . 
Q . S2 s a f e ,  t h e  p r io i ty -one  s a f e ,  i n  a f i l e  labeled--  

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Quang Ngai . 
Q . Quang Ngai? Did it say  Quang Ngai Province? 

A. Y e s ,  sir.  . 
&. O r  Quang Ngai Province a d v i s o r s ?  O r  what was t h e  
Bauel? What k i n d  of t h i n g ?  

A. Quang Ngai. It on ly  had Quang Ngai w r i t t e n  on t h e  
edge of t h e  f o l d e r .  
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Q What kind of t h i n g s  n a t u r a l l y  went i n t o  t h a t  kind 
of f i l e ?  

A .  Normally correspondence from t h e  province,  t h e  
province c h i e f ,  o r  t h e  MACV people a t  t h i s  a r e a ,  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  :LI 

I 

t h e  h igher  l e v e l  m a t e r i a l ,  no t  i n t e l l i g e n c e  m a t e r i a l ,  a s  such, 
b u t  correspondence from MACV and so  f o r t h .  

Why d i d  you put  it i n  t h a t  f i l e ?  Do you r e c a l l ?  

A.  Well, I seem t o  remember t h e r e  was some type  of  
l e t t e r  o r  something on it from t h e  province c h i e f ,  from MACV 
r a t h e r ,  t o  t h e  br igade .  I t  could have been a l e t t e r ,  a memo, 
o r  a note  o r  something e l s e ,  bu t  t h i s  could have been t h e  
reason. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  e x a c t l y  why. I t  d i d n ' t  he lp .  

Q Did you a t  t h a t  t ime look again  a t  t h e  con ten t s  of  
t h e  f i l e ,  a s  you r e c a l l ?  Could you have e l imina ted  any of , 
t h e  m a t e r i a l  a t  t h a t  time? 

A.  NOI s ir .  

Q a Well, w e ' l l  then  go t o  some time i n  s p r i n g  o f  1969 
and you g e t  a r eques t .  NOW, I want you t o  t h i n k  hard  about 
from whom you got  t h a t  r eques t .  

A .  A s  I say ,  our  br igade  a d j u t a n t  hangs i n  my mind as 
t h e  one who reques ted  it. 

Q Now who w a s  t h e  br igade  a d j u t a n t ?  Yesterday you--

A .  ( In te rpos ing)  I s a i d  GIBSON, yes ,  s ir ,  b u t  I be-
l ieve--

Q ( In te rpos ing)  W e  do n o t  f i n d  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  a 
GIBSON who w a s  your a d j u t a n t .  

A. I s a i d  it, and I had a f e e l i n g  t h a t  I was wrong 
l a s t  n i g h t  aga in .  But I cannot remember. 

Q. I h e s i t a t e  t o  sugges t  names t o  you, because I may 
be g iv ing  you an i n c o r r e c t  suggest ion.  Could you review some 
of  t h e  o f f i c e r s  a t  t h a t  time? 
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A. . Well, Colonel HANSON was t h e  exec. 

Q- Colonel who? 

A. HANSON . 
Q And it was not  he? 

A.  No, s i r ,  bu t  I r e c a l l  when I asked t h a t  he wanted 
it. You s e e ,  whoever asked me f o r  it s t a t e d  t h a t  Colonel HAN-
SON wanted t o  s e e  it. Now, t h i s  I remembered l a s t  n i g h t ,  t oo .  

I0 : Was HANSON t h e  execut ive o f f i c e r  a t  t h a t  t ime o r  
w a s  CROWE t h e  execut ive  o f f i c e r ?  

A. Colonel HANSON was, s i r .  

Q- HANSON was, huh? 

A. Yes, sir, he was u n t i l  May o r  June when Colonel 
CROWE took over.  Now again ,  t h i s  came t o  me t h a t  I r e c a l l ,  and 
I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  who asked me f o r  it, bu t  I f e e l  it was t h e  ad-
j u t a n t .  

Q- A s  you r e c a l l  it, it was t h a t  t h e  exec wanted it 
o r  t h a t  Colonel HANSON wanted it? I n  o t h e r  words, a r e  you 
s u r e  t h a t  it was during t h e  time t h a t  Colonel HANSON was 
s t i l l  t h e  execut ive  o f f i c e r ?  W e  want t o  p i n  t h a t  down i f  we 
can. 

A .  Yes, sir. The exec wanted it, s i r .  

Q • So, you ' re  not  c l e a r  who was t h e  exec who was 
asking f o r  it a t  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  t ime? 

A.  No, sir. 

Q =  Could it have been t h e  S3? 

A .  No, s ir .  I have noth ing  t o  base it on, bu t  I f e e l  
t h a t  it i s  t h e  a d j u t a n t ,  s i r .  

Q Well, do you remember Major WHITE? 
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A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. Do you r e m e m b e r  w h a t  h i s  p o s i t i o n  w a s ?  

A. H e  w a s  t h e  S3,  sir. 

Q a And, r e m e m b e r  M a j o r  HAYDON? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q What w a s  he? S3? 

A. I d o n ' t  k n o w .  

Q - O r  M a j o r  SMITH? 

A. I d o n ' t  k n o w  w h o  took S3 A i r .  

Q D o  you r e m e m b e r  a M a j o r  ANELTON? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  M a j o r  MELTON w a s  t h e  S1. 

Q. NOW, w e ' l l  g ive you a f e w  names t o  t h i n k  about. 
Y o u  had a M a j o r  COX w i t h .  t h e  S 2 ?  

A. S 2 ,  ye s ,  sir.  M a j o r  MELTON w a s  t h e  S1. I should 
recal l  t h i s  because I cal led t h e m  t h e  w r o n g  n a m e s  over there 
a n y w a y ,  because he r e m i n d s  m e  so m u c h  of s o m e b o d y  e lse I k n e w  
over there. 

Q. Who w a s  it? 

A. M a j o r  MELTON. 

Q. I t  w a s  M a j o r  MELTON t h a t  m a d e  t h e  reques t  t o  you? 

A. B o t h  t i m e s ,  sir.  

Q. B o t h  i n  t h e  s p r i n g  and again l a t e r  on? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q NOW, can you f i x  t h e  date of t h e . f i r s t  r eques t  any 
be t t e r  than  w e  could yes te rday?  D i d  you reflect  on it? 
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A. I c a n ' t  say,  sir.  I cannot. 

Q- How about t h e  d a t e  of t h e  second reques t?  

A. It could have been, I s a i d  yes terday  I b e l i e v e ,  
on t h e  1st of September; bu t  it could have been a t  t h e  end 
of September o r  f i r s t  of October. No, it c o u l d n ' t  have been. 
It must have been t h e  middle of September, sir.  

Q Now a s  t o  t h e  content ,  you i n d i c a t e  t h a t  a t  some 
t i m e  you were conscious t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  l e s s  i n  t h e  envelope 
than  t h e r e  had been before .  Now when were you f i r s t  aware 
of t h i s ?  

A. When it was re turned  t o  me t h e  f i r s t  t ime a f t e r  
I gave it ou t .  

Q. A f t e r  you gave it o u t  i n  A p r i l  o r  May, you went 
through t h e  con ten t s  a t  t h a t  t ime? 

A. No, sir .  I d i d n ' t  read  them o r  anything e l s e .  
You know, you g e t  something back you f e e l  it o r  look through 
it, and I opened t h e  envelope l i k e  t h i s  and went l i k e  t h i s  
through t h e  papers ,  and I knew t h a t  t h e r e  was something m i s s -
ing .  But I had something e l s e  t o  do s o  I put  it i n  t h e  s a f e ,  
and I was going t o  check on it l a t e r ,  s e e  what happened t o  
them Then I l e f t  f o r  3 o r  4 days o r  something e l s e ,  and when 
1 came back it completely s l i p p e d  my mind again.  I never 
asked what happened t o  them, t h e  r e s t  of t h e  papers .  I never 
d i d  check it a f t e r  t h a t .  

Q. Did you t a l k  about t h e  con ten t s  a t  t h a t  t ime with 
any of t h e  personnel  a t  Duc Pho? 

A. No, s ir .  Not t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  anything was m i s -
s i n g  o r  something had been taken o r  t h a t  I had a r e p o r t .  No, 
sir. 

Q. Well, d i d  they t e l l  you they  were t a k i n g  something
out?  

A. NO, s ir .  

Q They d i d  ask you f o r  t r u e  copies  of something o r  
th ings?  
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A .  Y e s ,  s i r .  W e l l ,  t h i s  was be fo re  I go t  back t h a t  
I made t h e  copy i n  two pages,  and made a t r u e  copy of it, and 
s e n t  t h e  r e s t  t o  t h e  S1. 

Q And t h e  S1 made a copy of t h e  i n c l o s u r e s ?  

A.  I d i d  no t  s e e  t h e  f i n a l  t h i n g  aga in ,  s i r .  I had 
t h e  two pages and worked i n  t h e  shop. A s  I n o t i c e d  yes t e rday ,  
I had Major COX s i g n  it and j u s t  d e l i v e r e d  it t o  t h e  S1.  How 
e x a c t l y  it was d e l i v e r e d  I d o n ' t  know, b u t  Major COX. hand-carr ied 
it o r  one of t h e  c l e r k s  o r  one of us .  

Q But, it was your handwri t ing t h a t  you could s e e  
t h a t  was e ra sed?  

A .  Y e s ,  s i r ,  on t h e  f i l e  copy. 

Q That had been t h e  b a s i s  f o r  making t h e  t r u e  copy? 

Cor rec t ,  sir.  I d i d n ' t  e r a s e  it e i t h e r .  

Q Can you r e c a l l  any d i scuss ion  a t  t h a t  t i m e  i n  con-
nec t ion  wi th  making t h a t  t r u e  copy, anything t h a t  w a s  s a i d  
about what documents would be copied o r  t h e  handl ing  o f  t h e  
f i l e ,  where t h e  m a t e r i a l  was be ing  s e n t  and anyth ing  of t h a t  
s o r t ?  

A.  The s t r i n g s  I a s s o c i a t e  wi th  this--maybe I gave 
it o u t  another  t i m e ,  I d o n ' t  know. I a s s o c i a t e  t h i s  w i th  t h e  
I G ,  t h e  only  two t i m e s  I a c t u a l l y  r e c a l l  g iv ing  it o u t .  But 
I do r e c a l l  t h i s  one t i m e  when t h e  exec wanted t o  see it. It 
could be t h a t  I missed something someplace and d i d n ' t  t h i n k  o f  
it, b u t  I ' m  n o t  su re .  These two i n s t a n c e s  s t i c k  i n  my mind, 
b u t  t h i s  I a s s o c i a t e  wi th  t h e  I G .  I heard t h e  I G  mention t h a t  
d i v i s i o n  I G  needed o r  wanted a copy of  something. This  was 
n o t  t o l d  d i r e c t l y  t o  m e ,  b u t  was overheard.  

Q. When you had t h e  t r u e  copy made, do you r e c a l l  where 
t h e  f i l e  was a t  t h a t  t ime? - Was t h e  whole t h i n g  back wi th  you 
o r  were you j u s t  given two pages t o  copy? 

A.  Two pages,  as I r e c a l l .  
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Q When d i d  h e  g ive  you back t h a t  f i l e ?  

A. E i t h e r  t h a t  a f t e rnoon  o r  t h e  n e x t  day,  s ir .  I 
Con' t  r e c a l l .  He gave me back t h e  f i l e  o r  a copy of  t h e  
correspondence t h a t  went forward,  one of t h e  two. I d o n s t  
recall .  I know I had t h e  papers  aga in  i n  t h e  f i l e .  

Q . Was it a t  t h a t  t i m e  you were aware t h a t  you go t
back less t h a n  you had given him? 

A .  I d o n ' t  recall .  I ' d  have t o  say  y e s ,  i n  a way, 
because I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  g iv ing  it o u t  any o t h e r  t ime  except  
t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  t ime came t o  my mind t h a t  t h e  exec  wanted i t ,  
and I seem t o  a s s o c i a t e  t h e  I G  w i th  t h i s  one. 

Q. DO you a s s o c i a t e  t h e  I G  w i th  t h e  r e q u e s t  from t h e  
exec?  

A .  ko, t h e  r e q u e s t  f o r  t h e  exec w a s  s e p a r a t e  from t h e  
one from t h e  I G .  Now, it could be  i n  September t h a t  t h e  
r e q u e s t  was f o r  t h e  I G ;  and t h e  ear l ie r  p a r t ,  t h e  exec wanted 
t o  s e e  it. But w e  made it over  i n  t h e  o l d  b u i l d i n g  s o  t h e  
I G  t i m e  had t o  be  f i r s t .  T h a t ' s  t h e  t i m e  we made t h e  copy. 

I0 : G e t t i n g  back t o  what Se rgean t  GERBERDING tu rned  
over  t o  you, you i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  a s i d e  from t h i s  one r e p o r t  
of  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t h a t  was i n  t h e r e ,  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  some o t h e r  
pape r ,  b u t  you t h i n k  t h e r e  w a s  a l e t t e r  o f  t r a n s m i t t a l  o r  
something from province ,  t h a t  was one of  t h e  s t a t emen t s?  O r  
from t h e  adv i so ry  team. 

A. . Y e s ,  I t h i n k  so .  

Q Well,  i f  t h e r e  had been one o f  t h o s e  it would 
have probably been s igned  by somebody, wouldn ' t  i t ?  

A.  Yes, s ir .  

Q.  A t  p rov ince ,  who would be  t h e  l o g i c a l  one t o  
have t r a n s m i t t e d  such a t h i n g ?  Would it probably have been 
t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  o f f i c e r  a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  o r  whould it have 
been t h e  deputy? A t  t h a t  t i m e ,  h e r e  are t h e  people  t h a t  a r e  
i n  t h e s e  key p o s i t i o n s :  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  o f f i c e r  was a 
L ieu tenan t  Colonel  GREEN, G-R-E-E-N; t h e  deputy w a s  L i eu t enan t  
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Colonel G U I N N ,  G-U-I-N-N; and t h e  province s e n i o r  adv i so r  was 
M r .  MAY, M-A-Y. Do you remember see ing  anything i n  t h e r e  
s igned o r  t r a n s m i t t e d  by those  names? 

A.  No, sir .  I could n o t  say.  

Q Well, we have been t o l d  t h a t  t h e r e  was one o t h e r  
paper i n  t h e r e  with t h a t  r e p o r t ,  one o t h e r  one. This  i s  t h e  
l e t t e r  from General KOSTER t o  Colonel HENDERSON. There had 
been another paper i n  t h e r e  which i s  a r e p o r t  of 11 Apri l .  
But t h i s  paper ,  we a r e  l e d  t o  b e l i e v e ,  was re turned  t o  General 
KOSTER when t h e  r e p o r t  was de l ive red  t o  him, b u t  t h e  copy of  
General KOSTER's  d i r e c t i v e  t o  Colonel HENDERSON was i n  with 
t h e s e  papers.  D o  you remember t h a t ,  a paper t o  Colonel HEN-
DERSON from General KOSTER? 

A.  No, s i r ,  I do no t  remember. 

Q It s a i d  t h a t  he had received from t h e  commanding
o f f i c e r  of t h e  2d ARVN ~ i v i s i o nan a l l e g a t i o n  t h a t  t h e  A l l i e d  
Forces had k i l l e d  some people up i n  t h e  Son My, o r  t h e  My Lai ,  
a rea .  Also, it went on f u r t h e r  t o  say t h a t  he wanted him t o  
have t h i s  thoroughly i n v e s t i g a t e d .  Now, does t h a t  r i n g  a 
b e l l  as  f a r  a s  t h e  genera l  substance of t h e  paper  you may have 
seen i n  t h a t  f o l d e r ?  

A.  No, sir. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  it. 

MR MACCRATE: Do you r e c a l l  any handwri t ten paper ,  handwri t ten 
no tes ,  o r  handwri t ten t r a n s l a t i o n  of documents? 

A. I could n o t  p o s i t i v e l y  say it was i n  t h a t  f o l d e r ,  
sir. 

10: Well, a s  I would p iece  toge the r  what you have i n d i -
ca ted ,  Sergeant CAMELL, you were asked f o r  t h e  papers  by Major 
MELTON sometime i n  A p r i l  o r  May; you gave him t h e  papers;  and 
you subsequently had t h e  t a s k  of prepar ing  a  t r u e  copy of a 
page and a q u a r t e r  roughly o r  a page and a t h i r d  of  t h e  b a s i c  
document? 

A.  Yes, sir. 
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Q- S1 p repa red  copies  of t h e  two i n c l o s u r e s ,  i n c l o -
s u r e s  1 and 2 .  Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  I assume s o ;  h e  r eques t ed  it because 
of a s h o r t a g e  o f  t y p i s t s .  

Q = Did you assemble a r e p o r t  t h e n  o r  d i d  Major COX 
assemble a r e p o r t  t o  g e t  t h e  typed  cop ie s  completed and pu t  
t o g e t h e r  - as a-- I 

A.  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  No, sir.  A s  I r e c a l l  it, t h e  S1 
assembled t h e  r e p o r t .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  t h a t  you had p repa red  t h i s  t r u e  copy 
f o r  t h e  s i g n a t u r e  of Major COX? 

A. y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  .how many cop ie s  you made? 

A .  No, sir. I do n o t .  I t h i n k  w e  made o n l y  one, 
b u t  perhaps  j u s t  normal m i l i t a r y  c a r r i e d  through aga in .  You 
make t h r e e  a s  you au toma t i ca l ly  do ,  and make t h r e e  o f  any th ing  
you do. I must have made t h r e e  because t h e r e  w a s  a carbon 
f l o a t i n g  h e r e  w i t h  t h e  o r i g i n a l  r ibbon  copy. 

MR MACCRATE: W e  d o n ' t  have t h e  carbon a t  t h i s  t i m e  o f  t h e  
t r u e  copy, and t h a t ' s  of course  what you typed .  

A .  I don 't r e c a l l .  

I 0 : You i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  when you g o t  t h i s  f o l d e r  back ,  
you assumed t h a t  whatever w a s  going t o  happen, happened. A 
t r u e  copy was made and was duly  t r a n s m i t t e d  t o  d i v i s i o n  o r  
wherever it was going.  A l l  you know was you were t o  g ive  it 
t o  t h e  S1. When t h e  S1, Major MELTON, gave t h e  f i l e  back t o  
you, you i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  you had t h e  f e e l i n g  t h a t  something 
was miss ing? 

A - Y e s ,  sir.  I d o n ' t  know what.  I had t h e  f e e l i n g ,  
and I r e c a l l  e a r l y  t h i s  morning t h i n k i n g  about it. A moment 
ago. I was t h i n k i n g  about it, and I r e c a l l e d  t h a t  it impressed 
m e  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  t h i n g s  miss ing .  I w a s  going t o  ask about  
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them, b u t  something came up. I f o r g o t  about it, and then  I 
d i d n ' t  t h ink  about it again when I next  had t h e  oppor tuni ty .  
What was missing I do no t  know. I d i d  no t  sc reen  it o r  go 
through it, bu t  I had j u s t  known t h a t  I had had it. I had 
t h e  f e e l i n g  t h a t  I knew a t  t h e  time t h a t  t h e r e  was something 
missing. I j u s t  f o r g o t  about it. But t h e r e  was something 
missing. 

Q a Do you know whether o r  no t  t h e r e , w a s  an o r i g i n a l  
copy of t h e  r e p o r t  t h a t  you turned  i n ?  Was it i n  t h e  f o l d e r ?  

A. No, sir. I t  wasn ' t .  

Q D o  you remember t h a t  t h e  o r i g i n a l  r e p o r t ,  a t  l e a s t  
t h e  d u p l i c a t e  copy you had, w a s  i n  onionskin b u t  p a r t  i n  green 
and p a r t  i n  white? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Did you t h i n k  that.  was a l i t t l e  unusual when you 
were looking through those  papers o r  were you accustomed t o  
see ing  t h a t  green second copy? 

A. W e l l ,  it d i d n ' t  s t r i k e  me as unusual.  

Q A l l  r i g h t .  When you got  t h e  f i l e  back and p laced
it back i n  t h e  s a f e  and t h e  proper  con ta ine r  where you would 
normally s t o r e  it, and then  you i n d i c a t e d  along i n  about mid-
September Major MELTON again  asked f o r  t h e  f i l e ?  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q e  What d i d  he say he wanted it f o r  t h i s  t ime? 

A.  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  second time what he wanted it 
f o r .  The f i r s t  t i m e ,  I ' m  mixed up t h e r e .  E i t h e r  t h e  second 

. t ime he asked f o r  it o r  t h e  f i r s t ,  I heard t h e  I G  mentioned. 
I t  could have been t h i s  time t h a t  he asked f o r  it. I ' m  no t  
p o s i t i v e ,  b u t  one t ime he d i d  ask f o r  it, t h e  I G .  

Q Did you ever  comment t o  him about t h e  f i l e ,  t o  
have it back? O r  d i d  you t a l k  t o  Major COX t o  l e t  him know 
t h a t  you d i d n ' t  have t h e  f i l e  back and s o  on? 
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A. No, s ir .  A s  I say,  it was t h e  middle of Septem-
b e r ,  and I was g e t t i n g  c lose  t o  r o t a t i n g .  Major MELTON s a i d  
t o  t ake  it easy.  He w a s ,  f o r  a l l  i n t e n t s  and purposes,  t h e  
br igade  I G ,  and it was an I G  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  I j u s t  know he 
would keep it. 

Q. When he took t h e  f i l e ,  d id  he t a k e  t h e  whole f i l e  
or  d i d  he j u s t  t a k e  t h a t  one r e p o r t ?  

A. A s  I r e c a l l ,  t h a t ' s  about a l l  t h e  f i l e  cons i s t ed  
o f ,  t h a t  r e p o r t .  I s t i l l  kept  it i n  an envelope i n  t h e  f o l d e r ,  
and t h i s  was about it. 

MR MACCRATE: Did t h e r e  remain anything a t  t h i s  p o i n t  i n  t h e  
f i l e  f i l e d  behind t h e  Quang Ngai heading? 

A. No, sir.  Nothing of  t h i s  d e s c r i p t i o n ,  nothing of 
t h i s  i n c i d e n t .  

Q. But was t h e r e  o t h e r  m a t e r i a l ?  

A. Oh, t h e r e  was o the r  m a t e r i a l .  

Q Rela t ing  t o  Quang Ngai? 

A. Yes, s i r .  There were a couple of l e t t e r s  from t h e  
province ch ie f  and a l s o  genera l  correspondence p e r t a i n i n g  t o  
a l l  s e r i o u s  i n c i d e n t s .  

Q- Lis ten ing  t o  Sergeant GER3ERDING t h e  way he looked 
upon t h i s  f i l e ,  it does seem a l i t t l e  unusual t h a t  you would 
j u s t  t ake  it and p lace  it i n  with many o t h e r  papers i n  a . f i l e  
j u s t  r e l a t i n g  t o  Quang Ngai. Are you s u r e  you d i d n ' t  t ake  any-
t h i n g  ou t  of t h e  f i l e  before  you put  it i n t o  t h a t  loca t ion?  

A. No, s i r ,  I d i d n ' t .  I was n o t  impressed wi th  t h e  
importance of t h e  f i l e .  Perhaps Sergeant  GERBERDING w a s  but--

Q- ( In te rpos ing)  He d i d n ' t  communicate t h a t  t o  you? 

A .  . Well, no t  t h a t  urgent ly  o r  a t  l e a s t  it d i d n ' t  
impress m e  a s  being t h a t  u rgen t ,  e s p e c i a l l y  when he runs it 
anyway. I had a quick b r i e f i n g  from him. He gave me a run 

APP T-285 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

through t h e  o f f i c e ,  and I went ou t  t o  t h e  forward f i r e  base 
f o r  1 0  days o r  s o  t o  break i n  f o r  t h e  S2 job. H e  gave m e  
t h i s  quick b r i e f i n g ,  and I l e f t .  

I0 : A t  t h e  moment, I d o n ' t  see any need f o r  Sergeant  
CAMELL t o  s t a y  h e r e  over  t h e  weekend. Where is  you s t a t i o n ,  
Sergeant  CAMELL? 

A.  I n  Boulder,  Colorado. 

Q Boulder,  w e l l ,  it appears  t o  m e  t h a t  u n l e s s  you care 
t o  remain over  t h e  weekend, I b e l i e v e  w e  can r e l e a s e  you a t  
t h i s  t i m e .  I would l i k e  t o  say  that .  we would l i k e  you t o  keep 
your t h i n k i n g  cap on about t h a t  f o l d e r .  I f  you do remember a 
l i t t l e  b i t  more about t h a t  f o l d e r  and about t h e  handl ing  of  
t h i s  f i l e ,  I t h i n k  it would be most h e l p f u l  t o  us i f  you would 
p ick  up t h e  phone and g e t  i n  touch wi th  Major A P I C I .  We can 
a r range  e i t h e r  t o  have you come i n  o r  have somebody con tac t  you 
so t h a t  we can t a k e  advantage of  t h a t  in format ion .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  
i f  you have any documents o r  any m a t e r i a l  t h a t  may r e l a t e  t o  
t h i s  i n c i d e n t ,  w e  would c e r t a i n l y  l i k e  t o  t a k e  advantage of  
t h o s e ,  t oo .  I f  you 'd  l i k e  t o  ask us  any q u e s t i o n s  o r  i f  you'd 
l i k e  t o  e n t e r  a s t a t emen t  i n t o  t h e  r eco rd ,  w e ' l l  g ive  you 
t h i s  oppor tuni ty  t o  do so .  

A.  No, t h e r e  's  noth ing  I can say ,  sir. I ' m  amazed a t  
how much a  person f o r g e t s ,  b u t  I d i d n ' t  a t t a c h  any importance 
t o  t h i s .  When t h e  news broke on t h i s  My Lai  i n c i d e n t  and t h e  
s i t u a t i o n  and t h e  c i rcumstances  I r e c a l l  them enough s o  t h a t  
I could a s s o c i a t e  t h a t  t h i s  must be something important .  

Q. Well, I would l i k e  t o '  cau t ion  you aga in  about n o t  
t a l k i n g  about your tes t imony he re  t o  o t h e r  people  inc lud ing  
people who may appear he re  a s  wi tnesses .  However, you know 
t h a t  you conceivably may be c a l l e d  be fo re  one of t h e  congres-
s i o n a l  committees. I remark t h a t  your appearance wi th  us and 
t h a t  your tes t imony wi th  us w i l l  i n  no way prec lude  your s o  
t e s t i f y i n g .  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

10: I f  you are c a l l e d ,  most l i k e l y  it would be be fo re  
what i s  c a l l e d  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  subcommittee of t h e  House 
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A r m e d  Services C o m m i t t e e .  T h e  hear ing  w i l l  recess a t  
t i~ ist i m e .  

( T h e  hear ing  recessed a t  1 6 3 0  hours ,  31  January 
1970.) 
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