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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY

WITNESS: REID, Joseph M.

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 21 January 1970
PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon
WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A

COUNSEL: None

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: " 1l1lth Brigade Liaison
Officer to Task Force Barker.

1. BACKGROUND INFORMATION. .

The witness was the liaison officer from the brigade to
Task Force Barker from the end of January until the task
force disbanded (pg. 3). Prior to that time he was the
commander of the 90th Chemical Detachment of the 1llth Brigade,
to which he returned after his tour as liaison officer and
remained with until his tour in Vietnam was finished (pg.3).
His duties were to pick up information from the S2, S3, and
S4 for the task force and to pick up messages and mail from
the task force to be brought to brigade (pg. 5). He would
communicate via a courier helicopter that left from brigade
at about 0830 hours and dropped him off at 0900 to 0930 hours.
He would return to brigade at about 1600 hours each day

(pg. 5).
2. PREOPERATIONAL PLANS AND BRIEFINGS.

The witness attended brigade briefings (pg. 5). Normally,
he would give the information he received to the S3 who would
post it on the board and brief the 11lth Brigade commander
(pg. 6). The witness felt he was present at LZ Dottie on the
afternoon of 15 March, but did not recall being present when
orders were issued by Colonel BARKER tb6 the company commanders
(pg. 6). He felt that he was probably briefed on the operation,
but did not recall the specific incident (pg. 7). He stated
that if the brigade commander came, many times BARKER would
have only his staff or his immediate commanders present in the
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room and everyone else would stay outside (pg. 8). The
witness did not feel that he was physically present during

a briefing by Colonel HENDERSON (pg. 8). He did recall

going to Mass as part of a memorial service but did not
recall the name of the priest (pgs. 7, 8). There was nothing
either at the memorial service or later in the afternoon in
the attitude of the men which struck him as being abnormal

(pg. 8).
3. WITNESS' RECOLLECTION OF ACTIVITIES ON 16 MARCH 1968.

The witness did not specifically recall the particular
day but did remember a number of people loading on helicopters
at the LZ (pg. 9). He was not sure that these helicopters
were loading on 16 March (pg. 9). He stated he was in the
TOC and remembered a lot of confusion in the conversation
over the radios, but did not feel that it was any more than
normal (pg. 9). He could not recall the exact numbers that
came over the radio regarding enemy KIA (pgs. 10, 11). He
remembered Colonel HENDERSON arriving with some PW's
(pg. 11). He did recall General KOSTER arriving and felt
HENDERSON must have spoken with KOSTER as the ranking officer
would always go to meet the General's helicopter (pg. 11).

The witness did not know Major WATKE (pgs. 11, 12). He knew
Captain LEWELLEN but did not recall LEWELLEN taping radio
transmissions (pgs. 13, 14). He did not know Warrant Officer
THOMPSON so could not state if THOMPSON had entered the TOC
(pg. 14). The witness stated he generally would not take
notes unless it was a large operation, but would use an
overlay of his area to make his report to the S3 (pgs. 15, 16).
The witness did not recall the total KIA's that day, but

remembered that three weapons were captured (pg. 16). He
stated he felt that between 16 March and 17 March the total
KIA figure was lower (pg. 17). After looking at log entries

for 16 March and 17 March the witness felt that there was a
higher total than 128 released at one time (pgs. 18, 19). He
did not recollect any questions being raised about the figures,
nor did he know why or if, in fact, they were reduced (pg.20).
He stated he thought he recalled a message being given to

keep the troops under control, but did not know who gave

the message or who received it (pg. 12). He felt that it was
actually a request to move the troops in a certain direction
(pgs. 24, 25). The witness recalled bringing various documents
to the 83 shop to have them typed but did not know if Exhibits
R-1 and R-2 were among the documents he carried (pgs. 27-30).
The witness stated that some time during this period he

picked up an Army manila envelope at Son Tinh but he did not
know what it contained (pgs.30,31). He stated he knew that Colonel
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HENDERSON was in the air that day as well as Colonel.
BARKER, but he did not know if Colonel HENDERSON landed
to speak with Captain MEDINA (pg. 25). :

4. INQUIRIES CONCERNING THE ASSAULT.

The witness did not recall any conversations after the
time of the operation about the incident or discussions as
to what had gone on in the area (pgs. 33, 34).

5. OTHER INFORMATION.

a. After the incident was released in the press the
witness spoke with former Lieutenant DUNN who called him
from The Chicago Tribune and asked if he recalled any facts
about the operation (pg. 4). He felt they were trying to
establish whether there were people in the air directing
the operation (pg. 21). The witness stated he was friendly
with Lieutenant DUNN and stayed with him at LZ Bronco, but
DUNN did not mention anything to him about photographers
seeing heavy action (pg. 26), nor did Lieutenant DUNN or
any of the people in the PIO shop mention anything about
the operation (pg. 34).

, b. The witness recalled BEARDSLEY as being the driver
for Colonel BARKER and identified him in Exhibit P-68
(pgs. 22, 24).

'c. The witness knew JOHNSON but did not discuss the
operation with him (pg. 26). :

d. The witness stated he would send aerial slides of
LZ Dottie (pg. 36).
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EXHIBITS
EXHIBIT
NUMBER DESCRIPTION NOTES a ) PAGES
TF Barker log 14-18 Wit was given this
M-16 March ' |to review. 17
' Wit did not re-
M-17 11th Bde TRIDENT, 22 Mar|collect DUNN talk-
‘ ing with him about _
the story. 34
_ Wit did not
M-30 Stmt of RODRIGUEZ recall. 33
Wit 1dentifed '
P-638 Miscellaneous Scene BARKER's driver on
the left, in the
foreground, as
"BEARDSLEY.™
: 22,23
HENDERSON's report with
R-1 inclosures. Wit did not recall 33
Combat Action Report, Wit could have
R-2 28 March taken it to be
typed.
h 27-29
Combat Action Report, Wit could not
R-12 24 March state positively
that he carried
N this to be typed. 29
Combat Action Report, Wit could not
R-13 22 March state positively
~that he carried
this to be typed. 29
Used to orient
MAP-9 Wall map the witness. 6
1]
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(The hearing reconvened at 1257 hours, 21 January

1970.)
IO: _ The hearing will come to order.
RCDR: The following named persons are present: LTG PEERS,

MR MACCRATE, COL ARMSTRONG, and MAJ LYNN.
Sir, the next witness is Mr. Joseph M. REID.

(MR REID was called as a witness, was sworn, and tes-
tified as follows:)

' , Mr. REID, for the record, please state your full
name, occupation, and residence.

A. I'm Joseph Matthew REID. I'm training to be a stock-
broker with Dean Whitaker and Company, and I live at Mountain
View, California. Do you need the address?

RCDR: No,'wé h&ve that already.

I0: Mr. REID,'have &ou had an.opportunity to read the
instructions which were provided for you?

A, Yes, I did, General.

Q. Do you understand them or have any questions con-

cerning them?
A, Yes, I understand them. No questions.

Q. All right. Thank you. On my left is Mr. Robert
MACCRATE who is a civilian attorney. He has volunteered his
services to the Secretary of the Army to assist us in this in-
quiry and also to provide legal counsel. On my right is Col-
onel ARMSTRONG, an Army colonel, who has been designated by
the Office of the Chief of Staff as an assistant in this in-
quiry. This afternoon either of these gentlemen may address
questions to you. :

A. Yes, sir.

(REID) 1 ~ APP T-194
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Q. You should know that besides this group, there
are other groups of individuals who are taking additional
testimony. Also, that when we get this done, I will be re-
sponsible for assembling the report, weighing the evidence,
and making findings and recommendations. To the military
witnesses who appeared before this inquiry we are directing
that they not discuss their testimony with others. You, of
course, being a civilian, cannot be directed, but I can re-
quest that you not discuss your testimony with others, in-
cluding other witnesses who may appear before this inquiry,
except as you may be requested or required to do so before
a competent administrative, judicial, or legislative body.
In the instance of the legislative body, there is a possi-
bility that you may be requested to appear before one of the
congressional committees, specifically, the investigative
subcommittee of the House Armed Services Committee. I do
not believe that you have been cited or cautioned by the
military judge in the general court-martial case of the
United States v. Calley. Is that correct? '

A. That's correct, yes.

Q. Even though you've not been cited and probably will
not be cited, in the event you should be cited, your testi-
mony here would in no way effect or in any way change the ap-
plicability of the judge's order or the order by any military
judge for any of the general courts-martial which may develop
out of the My Lai incident. This same thing is true of your
appearance before any of these bodies that I mentioned. Your
testimony here does not preclude you from testifying before
them. : -

A. Okay.

Q. Do you have any questions at this time?

A, No.

Q. Mr. REID, what was your duty assignment on 16 March
19687?

A.v I was the liaison officer for Task Force Barker.

This consisted of--do you want that?

(REID) 2 APP T-194
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Q. We do want to go into that. As a liaison officer
who did you report to, to brigade or to division?

A. : To brigade.
0. To brigade? How long had you been in that capa-
city? :
| aA. I think it started the last part of January.
Q. What had been your job before that?
A. I was.the commander of the 90th Chemical Detachment

at the 1llth Brigade.

Q. Yes. Were you a Chemical officer?
A. Yes, sir.
Q. Had you come over to South Vietnam with the bri-

gade from Hawaii?
A, Yes, right.

Q. T take it you stayed as the liaiscn officer until
the task force was disbanded or disestablished?

A, That is correct.

Q. What did you do after that?

A. i I went back to commanding my detachment.

Q. Did you remain in that capacity then until your

tour was up?

A. Yes, that's correct,

Q. ) From the time the My Lai incident of 16 March 1968
became a matter of public knowledge, which is to say in the

newspapers and on radio and television, in the latter part of
September or the early part of October of 1969, have you had

(REID) 3 . APP T-194
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any conversation with any people from the task force, from the
brigade, or from the division?

A, Not concerning this incident, no. But I have had
conversations with other people. Let me ask you this, sir.
Did you say after this?.

0. Yes, after the incident?

A. Yes, I did.

Q. Yes,

.A; Particularly, I talked to Arthur DUNN.

Q. Yes?

A. He was the press officer.

Q; Lieutenant DUNN?

A. He called me from Chicago. He is working with The

Chicago Tribune right now, and I did talk to him a little bit
about 1it.

Q. What did you tell him?

A. Nothing particularly. He had a couple of other
people there, I don't know their names. They were asking me,
trying to pick my mind as to what went on. However, during
that incident, I was in the operations center at Task Force
Barker and didn't take an active part in the operation. I
really didn't know what was going on. It's been so long I
really wasn't tuned to the radio so to speak. But what they
were trying to learn, these people?

Q. (Interposing) Well, we will get into that in a
little while if we may. :

A, Okay.

Q. Would you describe your liaison duties for us now?
(REID) - 4 APP T-194
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A, Okay.
Q. How you did it, and what were you expected to do?
A. . My duties were just to pick up information from

the S2 and S3 and S4 and pick up the mail for these people and
to bring it up, and take things back for them, mainly, and to
take up messages if they had any messages. '

Q. In other words, you took things from the task force
to the brigade headgquarters.

A. And vice versa.

Q. You passed on maii, messages, and so on?

A, Right, sir.

Q. You also carried on the verbal liaison with then,

is that correct?

A. What verbal liaison there was, but there wasn't
that much there. '

Q. Did you sit in on their briefings?
A. The brigade's briefings? Yes, sir.
Q. How did you commute back and forth?
A, They had a courier helicopter that flew up and picked

me up and then picked up some other people all the way up to Chu
Lai and back.

Q. . Did this take place each day?

A, ) Yes.

Q. What time in the morning or in the afternoon?

A, In the morning, I left from brigéde at about 0830.

I arrived there about 0900 or 0930 and delivered their mail and
what other things I had to deliver. I usually sat around dur-
ing the day until late in the afternoon. I left around 1530 or
1600.

(REID) 5 APP T-~194
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Q. Yes.

A, Depending on what time the helicopter came in.

Q. Then you returned to Bronco and--

A. " (Interposing) i'd sit in their meeting. I'd bring

the information down; what we had done the night before and what
we'd planned to do that night.

Q. Yes.

A. The 83 would put it on the board and brief the 1llth
Brigade commander. That was the extent of my duties.

Q. Were you present at LZ Dottie on the afternoon of
the 15th?

A, Yes, I'm sure I was.

Q. Were you present when the orders were issued by

Colonel BARKER to the company commanders?

A, I don't remember being there, no.
Q. Were you briefed on the concept of the operation?
A. This again, General, I cannot remember. I do not

think I was. No, I don't think I was.

Q. Why weren't you? You normally were briefed on what
you were going to do; what the brigade was going to do.

A. Right.

Q. What the task force was going to do the next day.
Can you explain why on this occasion you weren't? '

A. No, I can't. I could have been though, however,
and I probably--it's been so long I just cannot!

(IC oriented the witness on the concept of the
operation on Exhibit MAP-1.)

(REID) 6 APP T-194
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"A. Yes, sir, I was probably briefed on that.

Q. . Do you recall it now that you see it?
A. Yes. Well I don't recall this specifid incident

so to speak. However, I do recall I did bring that down.

Q. Do you recall a memorial service being held by
c/1/207

Ao : YeS. )

Q. Do you remember who it was for?

A. Not specifically. I went to Mass, because I hadn't
been to Mass for a while. That's the reason I was there.

Q. Yes. Who conducted the Mass, do you recall?

A, A priest that I had not seen before. It wasn't

the 1llth Brigade's chaplain. It was a younger priest. I don't
know his name.

Q. Sort of a big, large fellow?

A. He was tall but he wasn't too fat or anything like
that.

Q. I'm not familiar with the Catholic religion. Do

priests normally indicate what their names are in their service?
A. No, not usually.

Q. Could he have been the priest from the 198th Bri-
gade to the north?

A. Could have beén, I don't know. He wasn't, I'm
sure, from the 1llth.

Q. Does SHANNON ring a bell at all?

A. No. No, it doesn't, General.
(REID) ' 7 . APP T-194
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Q. Do you recall having the Mass while the Protestants
had their service? We would understand that either before or
afterwards there was a combined memorial service for this in-
dividual that had been killed a couple of days before by the
name of COX. Do you recall that?

A, Yes, I do.

Q. Yes. What was the attitude of the men at that time?
Did they appear just normal or were they pretty pitched up or
what?

A, Normal to me. They just sat around and listened
to the service..

Q. ' Were you also there when the brigade commander ar-
rived and talked to the commanders?

A. I was there but I was probably not physically in
the room. I don't remember it. Many times Colonel BARKER,
whenever someone like the brigade commander came down, would
only have in his staff or his immediate commanders and who-
ever else he wanted to talk to. Most everyone else would
either stay outside or in the immediate area.

Q. Well, I was to understand that Colonel HENDERSON,

who had only taken over the day before, talked to quite a large
group of people. When I say the commanders, I'm just not talking
about him sitting down talking to BARKER. He talked to quite

a large assembly of people about failures in aggressiveness

and things of this category. ,

A, If he did, General, I wasn't physically in the room
to be in on it.

Q. Do you recall any other thing about the appearance
or the attitude of the men there before you left to go back to
LZ Bronco that afternoon?

A. Nothing, nothing in particular, no.

Q. Now then, you indicated that normally you'd get
up there in the morning at around 0915 to 0930.

A. Yes, between 0900 and 0930.

(REID) 8 APP T-~194

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

Q. About a 30-minute flight up from LZ Bronco?
A. | Yes, sir.
Q. Now we'll come down to the morning of 16 March.

I'd like you to tell me every 51ngle thing that you can remem-
ber that took place on the morning of the 1l6th. When you get
through, I'll then have some questions for you.

A. Okay. I really don't remember that much, General.
T arrived there as I did on many other days. I just can't
picture in my mind the exact day that it was. However, I do
remember that there were a lot of people loading up at the LZ
and they had a lot of helicopter assaults.

Q. Then you arrived there fairly early, if that's
the case?

A. . Again, I want to—-

0. (Interposing) You must have arrived there early.

My guess would be in the neighborhood of about 0740 in the
morning?

A. Well again, General, I want to preface this by
saying I think that, well I'm sure that, I saw some helicopters
picking people up. However, whether this was that morning or
not, I cannot for sure tell you or answer -you. During the day,
however, I do remember I was inside the TOC much of the time,
and do remember that they were talking to the people that were
on the net. There was a lot of confusion and talking back and
forth. Particular conversation, I cannot remember. '

Q. Well, you see we khow what your problem is. Don't
think we don't recognize the fact that we're trying to take
you back 22 months and that we expect you to recite every con-
versation verbatim. Right now I'm trying to get impressions
and so on. Then I'1l1l do a little filling in for you to see
if you can't remember certain things which would be helpful
for us.

A. Well, the impression that I got from the TOC,

from the operatlon center, was the fact that there was some
confusion. But I don't thlnk there was any more confusion
than any other operation as far as I was concerned. Again,

(REID) | 9 | APP T-194
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the only thing I can-tell is I think I took some weapons down
during that day, but I'm not sure. I usually took the weapons
down to the MP's. I wish I could tell you some more, I really
do. If you don't mind, getting back to this thing with the
Chicago Tribune, what they were trying to establish was whether
or not anybody was up in the air besides just the normal peo-
ple. I was under the impression, and I'm pretty sure, almost
positive, that Colonel BARKER at that time and some of the
other members of his staff were up in the air. As a matter

of fact, had landed during the operation to pick somebody up,
some wounded it seems. Other.than that, General, I can't tell
you too much. - .

e

Q. Was this the first combat assault you'd ever moni-
tored? '

A. No.

Q. Do you remember a report coming in very early in

the morning to the effect that——now I know what you hear.. You
hear about people getting over to pick up weapons from here
and get people up there to pick up a couple of weapons up to
the north and--do you remember hearing about a group of 14 of
them being killed so far?

A. Here, again, that rings a bell. However, I don't
know if that was that morning or not.

0. Well, this outfit is in the biggest operation that
it had ever been in, and it would seem to me that this ought
to make quite an imprint on your mind, even though it was 2
years ago. You're this outfit's liaison officer. You're sup-
posed to go back and tell brigade what the hell's going on.
From what you tell me now, you will probably

forget before you get back there.

A. That might be true, General. However, again, I'm
sorry I cannot--

Q. (Interposing) Well, did you hear another figure
about 69 being killed?

A. I remember this. I do remember this, because at

many times during the day we had reports coming in like that.
I talked to Major CALHOUN and we were getting a report to

(REID) 10 APP T-194
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bring back to brigade. The exact numbers I don't know, however
they were pretty high. .

Q. Do you recall Colonel BARKER coming back to refuel
'his chopper and coming on up to the TOC?

A, Here again I'm going to have to--I've seen him do
that many times during an--

Q. (Interposing) What about Colonel HENDERSON coming
in with ‘a couple of what he suspected were POW's which later
turned out to be a couple of PFs that had been captured by the
Viet Cong? Do you remember that?

A. I remember something to that effect. I remember
that they always used to hold the prisoners at the LZ until
-the small MP detachment could talk to them. I remember some-
thing about that.

Q. Do you remember about what time in the morning that
was? :

A. ) No, sir. I don't.
. Q. " Do you recall General KOSTER being in there that
morning?

A, Again, yes, I do, however——-go ahead.

Q. Did you see him talk to Colonel HENDERSON or Colonel
BARKER?
A, ‘ "I wish I could say for sure, yes or no, General,

but whenever someone of his stature came into an area like

this, the ranking man would always go to his chopper and receive
him. I'm sure that if they were in the area they would have
talked to him.

Q. Did you by chance get down to the aviation wvan,
down at the LZ there at Dottie? You know where the aviation
~van was located?

A, No, I don't.

Q. The hootch where the aviation battalion ran its
business out of?

(REID) 11 APP T-194
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That was down the road between the aero-scout

(Interposing) Yes. Do you know Major WATKE? -

No, I don't.

The company commander of the aero-scout company?

No, I don't. I might know him on sight however.

Did you hear anything passed over the radio to the
"Stop the burning and keep control of your troops

down there,” or words to that effect?

A.

No, i don't remember. I remember something that--

something about the control of troops. 1In other words, move
them here or there. However, I don't remember anything about
killing anybody.

Q.

Did you hear anything about keeping the troops

under control?

-A.
Q.
A.
Q.
A.

Q.

I seem to remember something like that; yes.

Do you remember who gave the message?

No.

Was there anybody who rogered? Do you remember?

I couldn't say for sure, General. I'd hate to guess.

Did you hear any reports coming in concerning mor-

tars, a couple of 60 millimeter mortars? Picking up some mor—
tars on top of Hill 85, some mortar rounds? ‘

A.
o

A.

Yes, I remember something like that.
What do you remember?

From what I can remember they were moving around.

There was about three times they tried to get into the area
and they couldn't get in. I don't know whether it was mortar
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" or—--I think it was a combination of mortar and some heavy fire
and they pulled back two or three times, I think it was three
times, and they tried to get it with the artillery or the mor-
tars, the mortars they had there.

Q. Do you remember that?

A; I remember they had to pull back two or three times,
yes. I was pretty sure of that. Whether or not it was Charlie
Company I don't know. I think it was though.

. Q. Could that have taken place in February instead of
March, what you're talking about?

A. It could have. I don't think so. I think it was
during this time. I'm pretty sure during this time they had,
like other times, they had trouble in this area.

Q. To be honest with you, this is the first indication
that they had any kind of opposition except maybe sporadic
fire, sniper fire or something, and that's about it. No mortar
fire; no rockets.

A. Again, I am almost certain that they were having
trouble. This is the impression that I got from being in the
operations center. I was there a limited time, but they were
having trouble and two or three times they had to pull back.

0. Whose radio did you listen to?

A. ' Well it was the radio in the net. It was there in
the TOC so it must have been on the command net.

Q. Did you see LEWELLEN in there that day? Do you
know LEWELLEN?

A. . Captain LEWELLEN?

Q. Yes.

A, - Yes.

Q. Did you see him there that day? Did you talk to
him?

(REID) 13 APP T-194
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A. ' I can't remember if he was there yet or not. I
think he was, yes.

Q. ' Yes, he joined about 2 weeks before then. Were
you aware that he was making a tape recording of the radio
transmissions? Were you talking to him about that?

A, " No, I wasn't.

0. It was sitting right there, right next to the radio.
A. I sure wasn't aware of that. No, I wasn't.

Q. Were you there wheﬁ War¥ant Officer THOMPSON, one \

of the aero-scout pilots, arrived about noontime?

A, Again without knowing whether I'd seen the pilots
or not, I don't know. : :

Q. This pilot was up in the TOC. I am not talking about
him being down in the LZ. I'm talking about him being up in

the TOC. He was conceivably with Major WATKE and various people
to see Colonel BARKER. -

A. ' General, people were running in and out of that TOC
a lot. As I stated before, I'd probably know him if I saw him,
but I don't know a Warrant Officer THOMPSON.

Q. Did you hear any conversation concerning a warrant
officer reporting that there was indiscriminate killing of wo-
men and children down there?

A, No, I didn't hear anything about that.

Q. Just think now, you're right in this TOC--

A, (Interposing) I know.

Q. And that's where-—-

A, (Interpésing) That's why this whole incident sur-

prises me, because I never heard anything like this. No, I
didn't hear anything like this at all.
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Q. Did you hear a report coming over the radio to the
effect that B/4/3 and C/1/20 had joined up7

A. Agaln, 1 thluk I did. However, I can't be sure of
that either.

Q. Did you see any National Police around there that
afternoon?

" A, No, I don't think I did. There had been some Nation-
al Police up there, but I don't think it was that afternoon.
Q. Did you carry any kind of a notebook° How did you
take this stuff back to brigade? :

A. I had a pouch that I took things in.
Q. How could you go back to brigade and tell them the

story unless you maintained some kind of notes of what was
going on?

A. I usually had an overlay of our area, and I would
have on it what we were going to do the next day as far as
ambushes and all that. :

Q. Didn't you also go back and report what had hap-
pened that day?

A. Yes.

Q. How did you do that? Did you rely upon your

memory to go back there and stand up before this?

A, No. I didn't give the briefing. I gave it to the
S3 who did give the briefing.

Q. You couldn't just go back there and give him some-—
thing off the top of your head.

A, Right.

Q. You had to have some reliable statistics and a story
to tell him, because I know these G2 and G3 briefers.
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They're not going to let you come in and give

them a cock and bull story because they've got a pretty
good idea what's transpired. Your job is to go back there
and £ill them in, to get them prepared so that they can
give the briefing to the rest of the staff that afternoon.

A, As you mentioned before, this was one of the
biggest operations. So that day I could have written down
what we did. But many times I think it was kind of hit and
miss- as far as bringing this stuff down. If we did do
something, and it was enough that I would have to write it
down, I would write it down. But if it wasn't, sometimes I
wouldn't. After a while I got to know what we had done
that day, where we were working, and what we were going to
do, so that I really didn't need to take that many notes.

Q. But this was the biggest day that the 11lth
Brigade had since they had been in country.

Al Right. That's what I was just going to say.
That day I could have written it down, but I don't remember
riting it down.

Q. What did you go back and tell them? Now, you
should remember that. How many enemy did you go back and
tell them were killed?

A. I can’t give you the exact figure, but it
was high. You have to remember, General, there were a lot
of people in this area monitoring this for themselves.

Q. But they relied a great deal upon you. That's
your primary job.

A. That was my job. You're right. However, Colonel
HENDERSON was there many times during the day. Some other
people were there, so they pretty much knew what went on
that day, whether I brought the exact total or not. As a
matter of fact, I cannot remember what the total was for
that day. I do remember, though, that the total for the
weapons that were picked up were something like three.
However, I can't say exactly how many I totaled as far as
people killed that day. I can't remember the exact total.
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However, I think between the time I got there
- and the next day, the total was changed. In other words,
the total that was given in the briefing that night at
1700 was revised the next day.

| Q. Which way?

A. I think downward. There was more the day before,
you know. It was then the revised body count.

Q. When you were up at Dottie did you keep very

close track of the journal?

A, Sometimes, when I needed to get information from
it. _ '

IO0: Give me the journal from the 16th through the 18th,

and the Americal Division journal for the same period.

~ (RCDR did as requested.)

I have here Exhibit M-16 which has the certified
true copies of the journal for Task Force Barker for the 15th
16th, 17th, and 18th. I'd ask you to review these for the 16th.

(Witness examines exhibit.)

Does that refresh your memory somewhat of what
transpired there that day?

A. Somewhat. It says that General KOSTER arrived
there at 1645. I was probably gone by then.

Q. Well, but look back there at 0930 in the morning
and see if he dldn t arrive then too, 09357

A, Right.

Q. What time did he depart?

A. . It just says arrival.

Q. Okay. Do you remember that figure now of 128 KIA?
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Do you remember the closing entry?

A. Well, now this closing entry was written probably
after I'd left.

Q. Oh, that's probably true, but you will find that

there was nobody killed from about 1400 in the afternoon on.
A. That's right.

Q. So by the time you left--

A. (Interposipg). I probably had that figﬁre. I

probably did.

Q. Why did the weapons count of three stand out in
your mind? ' : '

A. Well, because I've been thinking about it. But

ot the time it seems like I was really amazed that they could
have killed so many people and still could have been able to
hide the weapons so good. From what I've heard from talking
to other people when I was there, the VC were able to hide
their weapons very well, you know, when they were pursued.
So it just seemed to me that when three weapons were found
that too many people were killed. Now don't get me wrong, it
didn't stand out that I'd thought anything was amiss.

Q. Did you hear anybody question this ratio of 128
to 3 weapons9 That is a pretty good ratio, or pretty poor
ratio I should say, 1 to about 43?

A. NG.

MR MACCRATE: Mr. REID, did you take back that day to LZ Bronco
any report as to the civilian casualties that had been reported
and noted in that log?

A. No. I'm pretty certain I took a total killed count.

Q. Now, having looked at the log again, what do you
recall about the change in figures from what was reported on
the 16th from those that were reported on the 17th? You in-
dicated earlier that you did recall that there was a scaling
down of the KIA figures. Can you relate that to what you
thought at that time?

(REID) - 18 APP T-194

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

A, Well, I haven't looked at the 17th part.

Q. The 17th will be an account of what happened on
the 17th. If you'd like to look through the entries, go right
ahead.

A, I don't think it has any.

Q. But you've now seen the report for the 1l6th. My
question is, what was later done with the figures that you
reflected at the end of journal for the 1l6th? What do you
recall being done with respect to those figures?

A. Again, I was under the impression that this 128
figure was scaled down the next day.

0. What do you remember about this?
A. I don't know the exact figure.
Q. Do you remember a conversation, a discussion among

people either at Duc Pho or back up at Dottie?

A, I probably got this information at Dottie when I
went back the next morning, the 17th. But I don't remember
any specific conversation, no.

'Q. What makes you think you got such information?

A. Again, this is just an impression that was in my
mind. I think anyway that there was a higher total than this
at one time, a higher total than 128. This was a higher
total and then there was a lower total. In other words, it
might have been that I had told them at the 1700 meeting on
the 1l6th a higher figure than this, or it could have been
that this was a higher figure than I had later related

or something to that effect.

Q. Do you remember some criticism?
A, - I don't recall.
Q. Do you remember some criticism being directed at

these figures? Someone questioning them?
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A. Not directly, no.

Q. You don't have any recollection of having questions
raised about these figures?

A. No.
TI0: Well then, why were they changed?
A. I don't know, General. This is, again, an impres-—

sion in my mind. It's not a clear-cut fact.

Q. While you weré listening to that radio, did you
hear a figure come over at about noontime or 1230 to
the effect that 301 had been killed?

A, I don't remember that exact figure. However, there
were some Jfigures going around that were--like you say this was
a big operation--just hard to believe. I don't believe that
exact figure, no. ‘

Q. Well, they kept the thing up on a board now.

A. Yes, right.

Q. | If you'd seen the figure of 301--

A. (Interposing) I probably would have remembered it.
o, That should have hit you about like you had got-

Zen a 2-by—-4 right between the eyes. It seems to me that
you would remember that figure, or any figure of that order of
magnitude?

A, I agree with you. I know the bulletin board that
you're talking about. But no, I don't remember that figure.

MR MACCRATE: You mentioned earlier the conversation you've had
with Mr. DUNN in more recent months. Could you tell us what
the two of you exchanged on this? What you were able to re-
call, as to people who had been in the air and what had hap-
pened? _
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A. No, I didn't recall that. What they were trying
to establish at that time was not what was said so much, but
whether or not there were some people in the air directing
this operation. I prefwced everything I said to them with
"I think." Like I said, I'm pretty sure that Colonel BARKER
was in the air and some other people were in the air.

Q. Who were the other people in the air?

A. Well, Colonel HENDERSON.

Q. Do you recall that Colonel HENDERSON had landed
that day? I think you mentioned someone landing?

“A. Yes, I think it was Colonel HENDERSON.

Q. Do you have any other recollection of who was

flying and what they were doing?

A. ' No, nothing.

Q. What was the name of Colonel BARKER's driver? Do
you remember that?

A, , I remember his face. I can't remember his name, no.
Q.. What do you remember about him?

A, I talked to him a few times. He was é good guy.

He was talking about going back to school in Nebraska some-
where, or Minnesota, somewhere like that. He was a blond-
headed guy. Other than that we. just talked a couple of
times going back and forth to the LZ.

I0: Where did he normally work before the task force

was organized? You should have know him before and you

should have known him afterwards, if you knew him that well.

A. I knew him before, and, of course, I knew him after-

wards. I can't remember where he was from for sure. I'm
Pretty sure he was from headguarters company.
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I think he worked for the S$3, but I'm not sure.
I might be mistaken. I'm not positive of that.

Q. Was his name BEASLEY or something like that?

A. It's something like that. BEARDSLEY or something
like that, I can't say for sure.

Q. What did you call him?

A, It was not 'BEASLEY. It was BEARDSLEY or something

like that. I'm not sure of the name.

MR MACCRATE: Do you recall him going on any operations?

A. I knew he wanted to, and he had asked Colonel
BARKER a couple of times if he could. I think he migiht have.

Again I'm not positive. I knew he wanted to.

IC: You say he was a clerk-typist. Do you remember
him being a clerk-typist? Do you remember him being anything?

A, He wasn't a clerk-typist at Dottie.
Q. While back at brigade?
A. I think he was, yes. He wasn't at Dottie though.

A colored fellow there was their clerk-typist.

Q. What was his name?
A. I can't remember his name.
Q. Was this driver of Colonel BARKER's around General

LIPSCOMB part of the time prior to General LIPSCOMB's departure?

A. I don't know for sure, General.
Q. "I have here a picture, P-68. Do you recognize this
individual?

(I0 hands photo to witness.)

A. Yes, sir.
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Q. ° Who is he?

A. The driver, or it looks like him anyway.

Q.' What's his name?

A. I thought it was BEARDSLEY. At least it looks like
him.

MR MACCRATE: Is he the individual to the left in the foreground?
A. The closest one, yes.

I0: Do you remember that when you went back you took
some high figures, such as 301 or 350?

A, . I really don't.

Q. We may be only talking about Charlie Company. Bravo
Company, over here on the coast, probably had 30 or 40 more.
Maybe 340 or 3507?

A. I don't think I took anything that high. I think
I would've remembered that. I don't think I took that higher
figure. However, I don't know, I could've taken--I knew that
‘it was very well weighted on Bravo Company side.

Q. Bravo? .

-A. No, Charlie Company, excuse me. But, no, I can't
I wish I could. I cannot recall the figure.

MR MACCRATE: Do you remember BEARDSLEY ever coming back and
talking about this operation? It was a pretty unique experience
for him to be out on an operation and to have been out on this
- one. I would've thought it might have made quite an im-
pression upon him? Do you ever remember him talking to you about
that?

A, Vaguely, but nothing specific. He didn't tell me.
I can't recall him telling me that he was there.and that he

did this or that. I vaguely remember him talking about some-
thing. I can't remember. I wish I could.
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Q. Do you remember talking about anything he observed or
about what was done with the village, the animals, or anything
of that sort?

A. No. If I had talked to somebody and they did tell
me what had gone on, I think it would stick a lot more in

my head than it has so far. This is the first or closest thing
that I had ever seen to combat, so I'm not one to know what

is a staggering figure or what is not.

Q. I thought you'd said earlier -to General PEERS that
this was not the first operation that there had been.

A. No. I meant that this wasn't the first time that
the companies had worked close to this area. However, this
was the first time that they had killed as many or gotten as
much contact. ‘

Q. You said you remembered hearing something about
control of the troops. Can you give us what your best re-
collection is as to what you heard in the transmissions about
control of troops?

A, Well, I'm pretty sure I heard, nothing specific,
but I'm pretty sure it was from air-to-ground. Somebody ,
salid something similar to the effect: "Move in this direction,"

or something like that.

Q. Well, was it simply move in this direction?
Troops are moving in one direction or another all the time.

A, Yes.

Q. If something is seen over to one side, the air :
commander, will give a word down to the troop unit on the ground
to indicate where to go. This happens all the time.

A, Right.

Q. Perhaps several times an hour wouldn't be un-

usual I suppose. Is this what you're talking about that
sticks out in your mind?
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A. Right. I didn't hear anything as far as control -
of troops. They might've spread out and, you know, I had
heard something to the effect to move them together or move
them this way. That's what I mean by control of troops.

I0: Well, I asked you if you heard a statement such
as, "Let's get control of your troops down there," or words
to that effect. "Get your troops under control." Actually

the statement that I'm giving you has about three parts to
it. If you can remember, "Get in control of your troops,"
you must remember, "Stop any burning and let's make sure
that no civilians are killed around here." This comes

over loud and clear right over the battalion net, and you're
in and out of the TOC.

A. Again vaguely, General, I wish I could. I can't
tell you that I heard that for sure.

0. You just think you heard something about control?

A. Yes. | |

Q. The word éontrdl sticks ih your mind?

A, Yes.

Q. When you were at Bronco, whom did you stay with?

Af I stayed with, at that time, two other lieutenants.
0. - Who were they? -

A. Lieutenant DUNN.

Q. Yes.

A. I mentioned him alreaay, and another Chemical officer

Lieutenant MYER.
Q. What did DUNN tell you about this thing. He's got .

a little feel on this thing too. He's got photographers and
he's got people out there, you know. What did he tell you?
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A. He really didn't. I was wondering about that
myself, because I think if there was anything amiss or if
he had known anything for sure, he would've said something
to me. But I don't remember him telling me anything was
strange out there.

Q. Did he ever say anything about his photographers
or his reporters, "Seeing a hell of a sight out there today"?
A. » No.

Q. Anything like that? Did you get an impression
like that?

A. Not with me.

0. Do you know "Bull" JOHNSON?

=
.

Yes, I've heard of him.

0. Who is he?

A. If I remember right, he was an MI officer.

9. Did you eY?r talk to him?

A. Yes, I've talked to him.

Q. Talk to him about his going out on that operation?
A. No, not specifically, no.

Q. Did you know he was on the operation?

A. Yes, he was there. He was at Dottie from time

to time. He stayed there for a while.

Q. Well he was out the first day. The next 2 days
or 3 days, he stayed right at Dottie. When you were up
there, did you talk to him at all or did he talk to you and
tell you about his hellish experiences going on throughout
that operation?
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A. No. I talked to him, but we didn't talk about that.

Q. "Bull" didn't tell you anything?
A. No. ©Nothing like that.
Q. When you were around that TOC the next few days,

did you ever see anybody working up or did you assist in
the preparation of a 3 by 5 card that had some sta-
tistics on it?

A, I don't think so.

Q. How much of a typing capability did they have up
there at Dottie?

A. They Jjust had one typewriter if I can remember.
Q. I would understand that they didn't have much of

a clerk capability?

A. No, they didn't. They had one typewriter and one
of those field desks, or whatever they call it. They had just
that one clerk.

0. I have here a document which is entitled Combat
Action Report, dated 28 March. It has been entered into the
record as R-2. Now the orginal document may have been on the
standard size in that form, I will give you this document and
ask you, in your capacity as liaison officer, going back and
forth between Dottie and Bronco, whether you took a report

such as this back to Bronco to get typed up to bring back to
Colonel BARKER and subsequently perhaps delivered it to brigade
headquarters?

(Witness examines document.)
A, I do remember vaguely something like that, bringing
that down to the S3 shop. No, I didn't read this. However, I

do remember that I took it down to have it typed. I don't know
if this is it or not.
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Q. Well, these things are quite important to us to find
out, very frankly. This is the reason I'm taxing your memory,

I know that. I'm not trying to put woxrds or thoughts in your
mouth or in your mind, but it would be real helpful to us if

you could really think and think hard about these things, because
I've got a pretty good idea of what transpired. I know gen-
erally how these things must have happened. This is the reason
we 're giving you these things, to see if some of these things
will fit back in.

A. Well, I'll tell you this right now, I don't rem-
ember reading thls. I know I didn't prepare it. :

0. No. If you recall in your courier capacity and in
your liaison officer capacity, the battalion commander,
Colonel BARKER, liked to put considerable trust and faith in
you to do certain things and to report certain things and to
a2coiplish certain things for him. Otherwise, you're nothing
more than a mailbag carrier. As a consequence, I'm asking

if you accomplished some of these things in your capacity, you
see? '

A. Actually, General, my capacity I thought of at the
time as more or less a mailbag carrier. I never had any
real hand in planning any operations or anything like that.

Q. A liaison officer doesn't do that. Now I'm talk-
ing about the functions of a liaison officer. What is the
function of a liaison officer? It is to keep himself a-
breast of what is going on at his command. You at that time
were attached to Task Force Barker, to keep yourself abreast
of what's going on down there so that you in turn can inform
people at the higher headquarters and can receive instructions
and guidance issued by the commander there and transmit them
to your commander.

A, That's correct.

Q. All right. Well now all I'm asking is whether or
not you performed this function?

A. Well, to a certain extent I did. However, as far
as reference to this document right here is concerned.....
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'Q; I'm not saying you did carry this document.
A. I know,
0. I'm asking since they had no typing capacity at LZ

Dottie, or a very limited typing capability, were you ever
given the responsibility to take that kind of report? I would
like to know if you handled that specific report, to get it
back to somebody in the 3 shop or at headquarters to get typed
for Colonel BARKER?

A. Yes. I can remember taking some typing work to
the S3 shop, but specifically this document here or anything
like it, I cannot for sure tell you that it was. I sure wish
I could, but I can't.

Q. I have here another Combat Action Report dated 24
March, from Headquarters, Task Force Barker, 1llth Infantry
Brigade, to the Commanding Officer, 1llth Infantry Brigade,
which I would like to have entered into the record as an
exhibit.

RCDR: This will be entered into the record and marked
as Exhibit R-12.

I0: I also have here a document consisting of a mem-
orandum from the Headquarters, Americal Division, dated 19
March, subject: Combat Action Report, to the Commanding
Officer, 1l.th Light Infantry Brigade. It has attached to
it two inclosures, one inclosure dated 22 March 1968, subject:
Combat Action Report, addressed to the Commanding Officer,
lst Battalior, 20th Infantry. It also has attached to it
another memorandum dated 22 March 1968, subject: Combat
Action Report, addressed to the Commanding Officer, Task
Force Barker, LZ Dottie. I'd like to have this document
with its two attachments entered into the record as an
exhibit. '

RCDR: This will be entered into the record and it
will be marked as Exhibit R-13.

I0: I have here another Combat Action Report,
covering a different operation, in a different time period.
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Would you know whether or not in this same period,
looking at the date, the 24th as compared with the 28th, you
took that document back to LZ Bronco for typing and preparation
for the brigade commander? It's the same format as the others.

A. Again, I wish I could. I made my rounds to different
people every day. I went to the 3 shop and the 2 shop every
day, just about. I do remember taking some things down and
specifically having to pick some things up at the 83 shop. But
I cannot say for sure that this is the document.

Q. ' Did you ev:=r stop by the 2d ARVN Division headquarters
as part of your responsibilities, or by Quang Ngai Province
headquarters or by Son Tinh District headquarters, as part of
your routine duties to pick up papers or to deliver papers to
them?

A, No. Not to deliver or pick up papers. We stopped
there a time or two to let people off and to take people on
once in a while.

Q. You never had any responsibilities with respect
to them? :

A. Yes, I did, but not during this time. Later, just
before I came home, in late August.

Q. At this time you had no responsibility, let's say
up to the lst of July?

A NO.

Q ‘ No? Were you ever told to stop by Son Tinh and
pck up a report there?

A. Oh, wait a minute. I have picked ﬁp some things
there.

Q. Yes. Who did you see over there?

A. I didn't know anybody at that time.
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Q. You probably knew Angel RODRIGUEZ didn't you?

Captain RODRIGUEZ? Did you know DAWKINS?

A. I knew DAWKINS, but again I knew him later.
Q. How about Major GAVIN?

A. Again, I met Major GAVIN later in the yeér.

. Q. What did you pick up there now as far as these
' papers are concerned? ,

A. I don't know. I picked up a regular Army manila
envelope. What is was specifically, I don't know.

Q. Do you know about what time you picked it up?
A. No. I can't jog it in my memory when we did. I

remember stopping there once or twice in that time, but no
more than that, I don't think. .

Q. Did you ever stop by the football field in Quang
Ngai to go in and talk to the people in sector headquarters?
A. No, I never went in there.

Q. Did anybody ever bring any papers to you at the
heliccoter to take on back?

A, At the football field?

Q. Or at the Tropo?

A, At the Tropo there I did. But at the football
field, no.

Q. Did anybody ever meet you out at the Tropo pad
and give you any papers or did you go into the headquarters?
A, No, I never did go in before that time.

Q. Yes.
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A, But we stopped there many times to pick people up.
Q. Yes.
A. A couple of times I think we did pick up some things

as far as papers were concerned.

MR MACCRATE: Can you relate in any way, Mr. REID, the pickup
that you made at Son Tinh to the time when Task Force Barker
terminated? Do you recall that it was around 9 April that
Task Force Barker wac disbanded? I would assume that this
made for some changes in your daily routine. Can you relate
this pickup of a manila envelope to that point in time?

A, Well, again, not really. The general impression
is that it might have been a little closer to that time than
to 1 March.

Q. I know under these circumstances that days you

might remember in other circumstances don't stand out as

being very different. Easter was the 14th of April in 1968.

You don't happen to have any recollection of going to Mass

on that day or going someplace in that connection that
would help you to fix the time?

A. ' NO'

Q. Mr. REID, I show you Exhibit R-1, dated 24 April
1968. You will note that it is a two-page report and that
attached to it are two inclosures. I would like you to look
very carefully at these and see if you have any recollection
of seeing either the two-page cover letter or either of the
two inclosures at any time in the discharge of your respon-
"sibilities around brigade? This is a document or parts of

it which would have been moving around. If I was looking for
someone to carry parts of it, I think I would have been look-
ing for you. It may be that it was just in an envelope when
it was being carried around, but I'd like you to just search
your recollection to see if anywhere there is something you
may have seen?

(Witness examines document.)
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A.‘ No. I do not recall seeing this before.

Q. Look at the statement dated 14 April. Have you any
recollection of seeing that?

(Witness examines statement)

0. While you're looking at that, let me hand you an-
other copy of the document, the same document of 14 April,
which has been marked Exhibit M-30. You will find there is an
easier reading copy underneath.

(Withess examines document.)

Q. Did you ever hear any reference to picking up a
statement from Captain RODRIQUEZ? The fact that Captain RODRIGUEZ
had prepared a statement? That it was over at Son Tinh

and had to be picked up?

A, No. I sure don't.

Q. . Now the second inclosure is-—-—

A. (Interposing) On thié here?

Q; Exhibit R-1 is a two-page piece of VC propaganda.
"Do you ever recall seeing that?

A. No, I don't.

Q. Do you have any recollection of conversations in

your presencr between Colonel HENDERSON and Colonel BLACK-
LEDGE regarding any meetings about this time with Colonel TOAN,
the commanding general of the 2d ARVN Division?

A, No. I don't recall anything like that.

Q. Around Bronco, do you recall any conversations af-
ter the time of this operation, in March 1968, about the Pink-

ville incident or any dlscu551on as to what had gone on in that
operat:.on'>

A. ' No. I'm really surprised by this, as I say.

(IO departs hearing.)

(REID) 33 APP T-194

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

Q. . There are some people who were there who did seem
to hear these things.

A. Well, I didn't. I would like to help you, but I
didn't hear anythlng

Q. ' ' Where was your tent or you hootch at Bronco? Was
it in the wvicinity of the chaplain's?

A. No. The chaplain's was across the road from me. I
can draw a map to show you. -

Q. Well, were you near the PIO shop where Lieutenant

DUNN worked?

A. No, about 70 to 80 yards away. ‘é
Q. But you have no recollection of any such matters “

being discussed, no war stories about this operation?

A. Again, I say that I was surprised that I didn't T
because I usually did hear things, you know. I'm surprised

that I didn't hear enyching. I knew this photographer and

some of the photographers in the PIO shop, because I did go

over there a lot. Lieutenant DUNN was a pretty good friend of mine,
so I spent some time over there. It really does surprise me

that I didn't know--that I didn't hear anything about this.

Q. Do you have any recollection of Mr. ROBERTS, at that
time Specialist ROBERTS, complaining or Lieutenant DUNN talk-
ing about his complaints about wrltlng up the story on this
operation?

A, No.

Q. Well, let me show you Exhibit M-17, which is The

TRIDENT, the 1lth Infantry Brigade's paper, of March 22, and
ask you if that in any way refreshes your recollection about
anything that Lieutenant DUNN told you about the preparation
of that news item which you'll see in the right-hand column?

A. No, he didn't, if I got your question correctly. .
This doesn't jar my memory, so to speak, as to anything Lieud-
tenant DUNN told me.
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Q. You don't remember him saying anything about having
to write this story because ROBERTS would not?

A. ‘ No, I don't.

0. Did you at any time in March or April 1968, that
you can recall, hear that an investigation was being conducted
either by the ARVN or the GVN or by the 11th Brigade, by Colo-
nel HENDERSON?

A. No. I wish I had, but I didn't. It is surprising
that something like an investigation did take--or was supposed
to.

Q. Did you know that Colonel HENDERSON went out into
the fleld to talk to Captain MEDINA about this operation?

A. No. He had during that time, during the day?

Q. Well, actually it would be perhaps a day later.
A. - No, I don't think so. He might have done it that

day. I knew Colonel HENDERSON was in the air and Colonel BAR-
KER, I'm pretty sare, was in the air that day. It could've
happened that day.

Q. Do you ever remember hearing at a later time, a day
or two later, he went out into the field where Charlie Com-
pany was located and talked to Captain MEDINA?

A. _ ~No. I didn't know about that, no.

MR. MACCRATE: Mr. REID, do you have any questions you would like
to ask of us, or any statement you would like to make for the
‘record?

A, Not really. Nothing more than I wish I could've

been more help to you, but I just don't know that much about

the incident.

Q. Well, if there is anything in what we've shown you

today that begins to trigger your recollection as you leave us and
start back to California and begin to reflect on some of these
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things, we hope you will promptly get in touch with us. Major
LYNN will tell you how that can be done and we would welcome
anything that you can bring to our attention to help us in this
inquiry. Do you have any records of any sort, or any documents,
or any pictures from this time, the spring of 1968?

A. Well, I have a couple of aerial shots of Dottie.
They are slides. Other than that, I don't have anything.

Q. Well, actmnally, that would be helpful to us. Both

LZ Bronco and LZ Dottie, which I have personally visited in the.
past several weeks, have been changed in their physical arrange-
ment since that time, and we've had some witnesses draw sketches

for us. If you have aerial photos that are contemporaneous
with the period that we are dealing with, it would be helpful
to us. I'd like to ask you to make arrangements with Major

LYNN, if you will, to provide those to us. We will be happy
to handle it any way that is convenient for you to get the
‘original back to you after we make copies or something of that
sort.

A, Yes. Thank you.

MR MACCRATE: We will recess at this time.

(The hearing recessed at 1434 hours, 21 January
1970.}
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY

WITNESS: RIDENHOUR, Ronald L.

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 29 January 1970
PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon
WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A

COUNSEL: None

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: Doorgunner, Headquarters
and Headquarters Company, llth Light Infantry Brigade.

1. BACKGROUND INFORMATION.

On 22 October 1967, the witness was assigned to the
20th Infantry Detachment, Long Range Patrol, located at
Schofield Barracks in Hawaii (pg. 3). At the end of
November, that unit was disbanded (pg. 5). The witness
accompanied the 1llth Infantry Brlgade to Vietnam, departing
on 5 December 1967, and arriving in Qui Nhon on 20 December
1967 (pg. 3). In Vietnam, he was assigned as a doorgunner for
the Headquarters aviation section. He remained and worked
with that unit until 15 May, when he was rea551gned to
51st Infantry, Long Range Patrol (pg. 3).

2. PRIOR TRAINING IN RULES OF LAND WARFARE.

The witness stated that because he was a LRRP, the only:
tralnlng he received as far as handling prisoners was the
five S's (pg. 5). He was not familiar with the training
conducted in the rifle companies in Hawaii (pg.5). ' When the
unit arrived in Vietnam, the only training that he received
was in the aviation section, and that did not consist of the

treatment of prisoners (pg. 6). The witness had seen Exhibit
M-2 and had been issued one while in Vietnam (pg. 6). He had
seen Exhibit M~3 but had not been issued one (pg. 7). The

witness stated that the attitude of befriending the population
in Vietnam did not prevail in the 1llth Infantry Brigade

(pgs. 8, 9). He gave an example in which a company commander
reported that he was "killing dinks", by which the witness
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inferred that he meant Vietnamese (pg. 9). The witness
vaguely remembered classes being given in zero week of basic
training regarding the obedience of an illegal order (pg.10).
He also recalled a discussion of it while in basic training
but di& not recall any examples being:given (pg. 11). The
witness stated that he did not feel that the unit was ready
to deploy to Vietnam (pg. 65). He stated that it was sort of
an OJT training for the organization (pg. 66).

3. HIS KNOWLEDGE OF EVENTS IN MY LAI (4).

a. Prior operations in the area.

The witness stated that as a doorgunner he had
participated in combat support for an operation which had
occurred in the Pinkville area around 23 February 1968
(pgs. 15, 16). He stated that the unit was credited with the
destruction of a mortar position atop Hill 85 (pg. 16).

The witness recalled seeing APC's in the area on that
particular operation (pg. 17).

b. His knowledge of the activities in My Lai (4)
on 16 March.

(1) Information from Charles GRUVER.

The witness stated that on or about 20 April,
he spent 10 days in Headquarters and Headquarters Company,
during which time he ran into a man named Charles GRUVER
(pg. 17). The two had served in the 70th Infantry Detachment

together, and were "good acquaintances" (pg. 17). During
conversations, GRUVER reported to him that they had killed
all the civilians at Pinkville (pg. 17). GRUVER reported

seeing the captain's RTO shoot down a very young boy who was
standing on a trail (pg. 17). GRUVER also recalled seeing

a man shoot himself in the foot, in an attempt to avoid the
responsibility of having to obey or disobey the orders to
kill the people in the area (pgs. 17, 18). GRUVER indicated
that he did not fire at the people (pg. 18).

(2) Information from Michel TERRY.
After the witness joined E Company, 5lst
Infantry, Long Range Patrol, at Chu Lai, he spoke with
Michael TERRY, an old friend of his from Basic Training and
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Leadership Participation Course (pg. 18). One night TERRY
spoke for three hours of what had happened at Pinkville

(pg. 19). He gave basically the same story that GRUVER

had, and indicated that the company had killed everyone in
the village (pg. 19). TERRY indicated that he had heard
stories about Lieutenant CALLEY, but had never actually seen
him do anything (pg. 20). TERRY indicated that he and
William DOHERTY killed a number of wounded people who were
lying in a ditch because they thought the people would not
receive medical care (pg. 20).

(3) Information from William DOHERTY.

The witness stated that he also discussed the
incident with William DOHERTY (pg. 20). He said it was a
vague discussion and lasted for only 10 or 15 minutes.
‘The witness asked DOHERTY about what TERRY had said, and
DOHERTY c¢onfirmelit with the words, "that's what happened,
that's what we did" (pg. 20). The witness stated that the
stories of TERRY and DOHERTY were identical (pg. 21).

(4) Information from Henry PEDRICK.

The witness stated that he spoke with
PEDRICK very, very briefly and the only thing that PEDRICK
said to him was, "yeah, it was terrible" (pg. 21).

(5) Information from Sergeant Lawrence LACROIX.

The witness stated that LACROIX reported
seeing CALLEY separate civilians into three groups and order
TORRES to shoot them with an M-60 (pg. 21). TORRES originally
fired but then quit and refused to continue (pg.22). When
this happened, CALLEY took over the weapon himself and
finished the job (pg.22). CALLEY also killed the other two
groups of people (pg.22). Sergeant LACROIX estimated that
there were 20 to 40 people in the groups (pg.22). '

(6) Information obtained from TORRES.

The witness stated that he recalled TORRES
giggling, and referring to "all them people killed at
Pinkville" (pg.22). This was the only statement that he
recalled TORRES making (pg. 22).
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(7) Information received from Gary GARFOLO.

The witness worked on a LRRP team out of
Duc Pho. He recalled GARFOLO indicating to him a general
confirmation of the massacre of people in the village (pg.22).

(8) Information obtained from Michael BERNHARDT.

The witness stated that he visited BERNHARDT
while he was in the 2d Surgical Hospital at Chu Lai (pg.23).
During their conversation, he asked BERNHARDT about Pinkville

and was told the same story (pg.23). BERNHARDT had told him
that he refused to participate in it and felt that something
should be done about it (pg. 23). BERNHARDT agreéd to make

a statement to any investigators on the incident (pg.23).
BERNHARDT also told the witness about MEDINA seeking him out
and telling him "don't write your congressman" (pg. 26).

The witness stated that BERNHARDT was one of the few people
who would stand up and criticize the company and that
BERNHARDT's 1040 for the LRRP's had never gotten by the
first sergeant's desk (pg. 26). He indicated that BERNHARDT
was scared while in the field because he felt there was a
conspiracy within the brigade to make sure that whatever
happened at My Lai (4) would not become public (pgs. 28,
29). BERNHARDT, who had severe jungle rot, was only able
to get out of the field by jumping on a departing supply
ship and returning to the base camp to see the medics (pg.29).

c. Other information on the incident.

(1) The witness stated that the people with
whom he spoke indicated that the orders to kill everyone did
not originate with Captain MEDINA, but had come from higher
headquarters (pg. 24). He indicated that when MEDINA
gathered the company together to brief them, he told them to
go out and "make up" for the people they had lost in the
minefields (pg. 24). The people did not mention any
anticipation of resistance, but only indicated that they
were going in for revenge (pgs. 24, 25).

(2) The witness stated that people told him that
MEDINA received instructions over the radio at noon, and then
went "tearing madly" around the company telling everyone to
cease fire and not kill anyone else (pg. 25).The witness
stated that he got the impression that MEDINA was physically
running around the company (pg. 42). He stated that the radio
would not be sufficient because MEDINA had lost control of
his men (pgs. 42, 43).
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(3) The witness was told by TERRY and DOHERTY
that the company was questioned by Colonel HENDERSON when they
returned to LZ Dottie (pg. 27). The witness felt that it was
significant that Captain MEDINA made it a point to send BERNHARDT
on a detail so that he would not be available when HENDERSON
arrived to question the company (pg. 27). The witness
stated that because all the members of the company knew
HENDERSON had come and questioned the company, they had
assumed there had been an investigation which was. white-
washed (pg. 33). Because the witness thought the
- investigation was being conducted by a colonel, he did not
report it to Captain CLARK, his company commander (pg. 58).

(4) The witness stated that he flew over the
area of My Lai (4) a few days after the incident occurred
(pg. 34). ©Near a path between the villages, they saw the nude
body of a woman which was face up and which had an 1lth
Brigade patch on the crotch (pg. 34). His pilot, Warrant
Officer HONDA, indicated that the patch could have been
blown there or placed there by the VC (pg. 35). The witness
stated that when HONDA took off, he made sure that the
prop wash blew the patch away (pg. 36). He cited another
example when they saw enemy soldiers enter a bunker, and
Warrant Officer HONDA did not fly close enough for them
to place a grenade in the entrancewayto the bunker, statlng
that the people up there. had had a "pretty rough time"
(pg. 38). The witness mentioned another incident when they
guided some ground troops to a man who was lying in the grass,
and they saw the soldiers shoot the man (pg. 40). The company
commander reported to them that he "thought" the man had a
grenade in his pocket (pg. 41). The witness stated that
the people on the aircraft were shocked at this behavior

(pg. 41).

(5) The witness stated that he heard a rumor that
some pilots from the 123d Aviation Battalion had observed
and reported the incident (pgs. 44, 45).

(6) The witness reported that between 15 and 30
November, after returning from a seven day leave, he visited
the division historian, and after telling him that he was
doing a term paper for college on military operations, he

examined the files on Task Force Barker (pg. 54). The witness
stated that Exhibit R-2 loocked familiar but he was not sure
he had seen it before (pgs. 54, 55). He examined Exhibit

R-12, and stated that he thought this was a document describing
an operation that he flew cover on at the end of February

(pg. 55).

(RIDENHOUR) ' 5 SUM APP T-266
FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

4. REPORTS ON THE ASSAULT.

a. The witness stated that he suspected the sincerity
of some members of the Army, although he reported the incident
to numerous military, administration, and congressional
authorities (pg. 48). He stated that he was reluctant to
report the crimes that his close friends had taken part in
(pgs. 49, 50). He also felt that in his prior dealings in
the Army he had learned to "don't volunteer" and to "cover
your ass" (pg. 50).

b. The witness stated that he sent out 30 copies of
his letter on the subject, which was marked as Exhibit M-83.
He stated he sent one copy to General WHEELER, one copy to
the Joint Chiefs, one copy to the President, one copy to
the Secretary of State, and one copy to the Secretary of
Defense (pgs. 61, 62). He listed in the record the
Representatives and Senators to whom he sent copies

(pg. 62).

¢. Exhibit M-84, a letter sent by the witness to
Senator Eugene MCCARTHY, was written because the witness
thought that only CALLEY was being charged and he did not
feel that CALLEY was the only officer involved (pg. 63).
The witness indicated that he had contacted a Colonel WILSON
from the committee but was not given any information (pg.64).
He then wrote to Congressman UDALL and was told by UDALL's
Administrative Assistant to write a letter listing the weak
points of the investigation (pg. 64). He sent nine copies
of the letter to Congressmen and Senators (pg. 65).

5. OTHER INFORMATION.

a. The witness indicated that a close friend of his
was the doorgunner for General LIPSCOMB's command and control
helicopter (pg. 12). His friend told him that the general
referred to the Vietnamese as "dinks" and "gooks" and goaded
his troops to wipe out a village if the villagers fired upon
them (pgs. 12, 13). The witness stated that his friend was
named Terry HUXFORD (pg. 13).

b. The witness stated that he once overheard a man
named ALAPAI, who was an Hawaiian, tell Sergeant COLEMAN
about killing of everyone in a village (pgs. 30, 31). The
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witness stated that he thought ALAPAI was a member of
A/3/1 (pg. 30).

c¢. The witness stated that GRUVER told him that rape
was not uncommon and was committed by many people (pg.52).
He had the impression that officers would turn their backs
on a rape as long as it was not right before their eyes
(pg. 53). The witness did not recall anyone being threatened
to keep them from reporting any rapes (pgs. 68, 69).

d. The witness discussed his Army training and
indicated that because "the Army is people" he had different
reactions to it and felt that it was a learning experience
(pgs. 56-60) -
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EXHIBITS
EXHIBIT
NUMBER DESCRIPTION NOTES PAGES
D-1 MACV Directive 20-4 Shown to witness. 50 "
D-6 MACV Directive 525-3 Shown *to witness. 50
‘ W1t was 1Ssued one
M-2 MACV Card "Nine Rules" after being in 6
Vietnam for awhile.
MACY Card "The Enemy 1in Wit had Seenm tnis
M-3 Your Hands" card before. . 7
COMUSMACV MSG on , _
M-48 mistreatment of prisonergShown to witness. 51
Letter from WESTMORELAND .
M-82 to VIEN (21 Feb 68) Shown to witness. 51
RIDENHOUR's letter Introduced into
M-83 29 Mar 69 evidence. 61
RIDENHOUR's letter to Introduced into _
M-84 Senator MCCARTHY evidence. 63
Wit had seen 1n
R-2 BARKER's Report the Division 54
Historian files.
Wit recognized
R-12 Combat¥ Action Report facts from 23 Feb 55
operation.
SUM APP T-266
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(The hearing reconvened at 1020 hours, 29 January

1970.)
I10: _ The hearing will come to order.
RCDR: The following named persons are present: LTG PEERS,

MR WEST, MR MACCRATE, MR WALSH, COL ARMSTRONG, COL FRANKLIN,
and MAJ LYNN.

Sir, the next witness is Mr. Ronald L. RIDENHOUR.

(Mr. RIDENHOUR was called as the next witness, was
sworn, and testitfied as follows:)

Mr. RIDENHOUR, for the record, would you please state your full
‘name, occupation, and residence?

A. My full name is Ronald Lee RIDENHOUR. I'm currently
living at Claramont Men's College, Claremont, Callfornla. My
home of record is in Glendale, Arizona.

I10: Mr. RIDENHOUR, have you had an opportunity to read
the instructions (Exhibit M-57)?

'A. I have.

Q. Do you have any questions on them?

A, No.

Q. On my left is Mr. Robert MACCRATE. Mr. MACCRATE is

a civilian lawyer who has volunteered his services to the Sec-
retary of the Army to assist in this investigation and also to
provide legal counsel to me and other members of this inquiry.
He has working with him another civilian lawyer, Mr. Jerome WALSH,
sitting at the far end of the table. On my immediate right is
Mr. Bland WEST who is an Assistant General Counsel of the De-
partment of the Army, and he has been designated by the Chief
of Staff and the Secretary of the Army as my deputy in the con-
duct of this inguiry. Aside from them, on his right is Colonel
ARMSTRONG and on your left is Colonel FRANKLIN. These two off~-
icers have been designated by General WESTMORELAND and by Sec-
retary RESOR as assistants to me in the conduct of this inquiry.
We have other groups such as this who are taking testimony from
other individuals. It will be my job to pull together all the
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facts and to prepare the report and to weigh the evidence and
to determine the findings and the recommendations.

For your information, I am directing that all mil-
itary personnel who appear as witnesses before this inquiry not
discuss their testimony with others, including other indiv-
iduals who. may appear before this investigation as witnesses.
Now, in your instance, your being out of the military service
we can no longer direct you, but I would request that you do
not discuss your testimony with others, including other people
who may have appeared or will appear before this inquiry as
witnesses, except as vou may be required or requested before
competent judicial or legislative bodies. I use the term
"legislative" because, if you have not already appeared, there
is a possibility that you may be asked to appear before certain
Congressional committees. The one that would be most likely
would be the investigation subcommittee of the House Armed Ser-
vices Committee, in which case your testimony here and your
appearance here would in no way change or preclude you from
testifying before such a legislative body.

Q. To my knowledge you have not been cited in the
general court-martial case of the United States v. Calley,
that is by the military judge. Is that correct?

A, _ What do you mean by cited?

Q. Has he cautioned you about talking? I'm talking
about Lieutenant Colonel KENNEDY?

A. No, he has not.

Q. Well, since you have not beén cited, I will only

say to you that your appearance here and your testimony here
vould in no way, 1if you are so cited sometime in the near fut-
ure, eithexr by Colonel KENNEDY or by any of the other judges
in any of the or any other court-martial cases which may even-
tuate out of what we refer to as the My Lai incident, that your
appearance here would in no way change either the effect or the
applicability of any orders issued by any of those military
judges. ' ' S :

. Do you have any questions at the present time?

A, No.
Q.- Mr. RIDENHOR, would you indicate your duty with
(RIDENHOUR) \ 2 APP T-263
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the Americal Division, citing when you joined the division, any
- changes of assignment ycu may have had within the division, and
when your services terminated with the division?

A. I was sent to Schofield Barracks, Hawaii, and assigned
to the 70th Infantry Detachment, Long Range Patrol, I think a-
round the middle of October of 1967, and at that time the 11lth

~ Infantry Brigade was forming at Schofield. On the 5th of Dec-
ember 1967 we all boarded ship. The entire brigade boarded

ship and shipped over to Vietnam. We arrived in Qui Nhon, I
believe, on the z0th.

Q. Was the 70th Long Range a LRRP detachment?

A. I'm sorry. It was disbanded about a week before

we boarded the ships.. I went to Vietnam as one of the few re-
maining members of the unit. I went over to keep care of the
equipment and so on. '

Q. Who were you assigned to at the time?

A, Captain Ralph CLARK.

Q. What organization?

A. We were under Head and Head.

Q. Headquarters and Headquarters Company of the 1llth
Brigade?

A. That's right. I was.reassigned to Headquarters Avi-

ation Section of the 1lth Light Infantry Brigade somewhere around
the turn of the year, either very late December or very early
January of 1968, and I was a doorgunner with that unit until
about the middle of April. I don't think my official orders came
through reassigning me to E Company, 51lst Infantry Long Range
Patrol until the 15th of May. I was in company on the lst of
May. I left Primo around the 20th or the--

Q. , (Interposing) Where is Primo?

A, Primo is the aviation section of Headquarters and
Headquarters Company, llth Light Infantry Brigade. I left that
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unit around the 20th oxr the 21st of April. I stayed at Head-
guarters and Headquarters Company itself for about 10 days, and
then I joined Long Range Patrol in Chu Lai and my official or-
ders came out around the 1lst of May.

Q. | What unit was that designated as?

A, E Company, 51st Infantry Long Range Patrol. My of-
ficial orders came through assigning me to that company on the
15th of May. Shortly thereafter I started going out on operations
for them.

Q. How 1ong did you serve with them?

A. I was transferred back to the United States on the
lst of December, 1968, and I was separated from the Army on the
2nd of December, 1968.

Q. - The aviation section of the llth Brigade, how many -
aircraft did this consist of and what types were they?

A. ‘They had three OH-23's and I think two Hueys, UH-
1C's, I believe.

Q. C's or D's? ,

A. . C's I'm pretty sure.

Q. Slicks or guns? |

A. Slicks.

Q. They were slicks as opposed to guns?

A. Yes.

Q. 'Probably was a D or an F. C's and D's most gener-

ally were the gunships.

I'd like to go back to Hawaii for just a little
while. Tell me about your training there with your long range
patrol, primarily, I'm not so much interested in your training
as a long range patrol individual, but the training you received
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and the training other individuals received in the rules of land
warfare and Geneva Convention and the handling and treatment of
POW's, noncombatants, and things of this particular catagory?

. A. My arrival in the unit was probably the 2ist or the

22nd of October or something of that sort. That would be pretty
close. From that time until we were disbanded on, probably, the
end of November, the 29th or 30th, 31lst, something like that,

we conducted training operations and attended various classes
-daily. As far as handling prisoners, about the only thing we
really got, the only training we actually received there as far
as actually hanaiing prisoners was the five S's that the army
teaches. I've forgotten exactly what they are. As far as hu-
mane treatment, et cetera, I can't recall any specific training
in that. We could have had some. I just don't recall. The
only thing our training was really not very thorough because

the unit seemed to have been hastily thrown together. The peo-
ple who were running the unit, especially the NCO's, were vol-
unteers, and he selected these particular NCO's as being the
best of the lot who volunteered. Both of them had been out of
the service and had recently rejoined. The instruction wasn't
really very thorough. '

Q.- . That was with the long range patrol detachment, the
70th, I think you referred to?

A, That's right.

Q. And you wouldn't, therefore, have been familiar

with  the training that went on within the rifle companies or
the other companies?

A. No, we were separate units.

Q. Did you receive any training in this regard when
you moved and Jjoined the Headquarters and Headquarters Company
back in Hawaii?

A, I did not join Headquarters and Headquarters Com-
pany in Hawaii. I stayed with the 70th throughout shipment and
up to about a week after we arrived in country in Viet Nam.
There were only about six or seven of us enlisted men that .
stayed with the unit when it was disbanded. Everyone else was
reassigned. The majoritv <I chem or the largest group that went
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to a single unit went to C/1/20. The others were split up.
We only had 33 or 34 enlisted men in the 70th Infantry De-
tachment. ' :

Q. So, you were disestablished about a week after you
arrived in.country as far as the 70th was concerned?

A, I was. Yes, that's right.

Q. Now, do you recall the training you received and
the indoctrination which you received when . you.arrived at Duc
Pho? '

A. I didn't receive any. The only training I received
was - in the aviation section, and, of course, we were in the air
and we didn't have training as far as the treatment of prisoners
was concerned. We had training on how to shoot straight and
how to identify and distinguish civilians from combatants. We
learned what to look for, how to defend ourselves, and how to
protect the ship while we were in flight.

Q. ‘Do you know whether that aviation detachment took
its' helicopters with it or whether it picked up its' heli-
copters in country?

A. They brought the 23's from Hawaii. I know they re-
ceived the ilueys after they arrived in country. They received
them after I arrxived in the unit.

0. I have here some cards which have been entered into
the record as exhibits. The first one is called, "Nine Rules",
which has been entered as Exhibit M-2. This is the card, and
hcre are printouts of it. You might look at this card and see

if you were issued such a card when you arrived or shortly there-
after (handing the witness Exhibit M-2)7?

A. I have seen the card. I did receive one while I

was in Vietnam. I don't believe that I received one very short-
ly after my arrival. I can't state that with certainty, but

to the best of my recollection, I did not receive a card like
that shortly after my arrival. I don't recall seeing one until
I had been in country for some time; how long, I can't say.

Q. I have another one which has been entered into the
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record as Exhibit M-3 and this is entitled, "Enemy In Your Hands."
I would ask if you saw this card or had a copy of it issued to
you or whether you know if other individuals in the brigade
received such copies?

A. I've seen this one, but I don't ever recall being
actually given one or having given one for my personal posession.

Q. Do you remember reading the five points on the re-
. verse side? '

A, No.

Q. Before I gb on to the middle of March, do you have
any questions Mr. MACCRATE?

MR MACCRATE: Mr. RIDENHOUR, I would be interested in knowing
whether, in the period you were in Hawaii or upon arrival in
country, if there was any attention given in any of your train-
ing to the Vietnamese: who they were, anything about the spec-
ial customs; circumstances that would be faced in the country;

" the peculiar conditions under which you would be fighting; the
problems sometimes referred to as "hearts and minds"; how much
in winning "heart. and minds" in the operations there. How much
of this came through to you either in Hawaii or in country?

A. The training that I received and all the training
that I heard about, not heard about, but the training that I
experienced and that the people that were with me, I assume
they experienced it also, dealt with surviving as a military
man in a foreign country. The customs of the people were dealt
with as far as what their villages were like; what you might
expect to encounter in the way of armed resistance in those
villages. Other than that, I don't recall receiving any infor-
mation of any type or any training as to the differences be-
tween their society and ours or what our specific military pur- -
pose was there otherxr than to survive. I personally had taken
an interest in it and had done some reading on my own, quite

a bit of reading as a matter of fact. Not very many of the
other people in the 70th Infantry Detachment, to my knowledge,
had.

I0: Well, I can well understand the problems of trying
to get a long range patrol or a group of specialists all trained
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and so forth, and, very frankly, I can understand the emphasis
upon operational techniques and this, that, and the other, be-
cause, very frankly, this is one of the things that I have a
great belief in, and I would be sure that General LIPSCOMB, who
- I think was the brigade commander at the time, was probably also
putting a lot of pressure on getting these people trained to

be able to survive in that particular kind of environment. Now,
recognizing the training which you had received and we have gone
over somewhat here, in your capacity initially as a doorgunner
and subsequently in long range patrol, did you personally have
any problems living within that guidance?

A. Living within--

Q. (Interposing) Using that, did you have any problem knowing
the individuals that were to be taken under fire and so on.

Did you have any problem, for example, in trying to determine
whether you were to shoot women or children or anything of this
nature?

A. My personal policy was and the policy of the avia-
tion section was to shoot at people that shot at you, or if they
were carrying weapons and shot at you, or if they evaded and
continued to evade after numerous attempts to get them to sur-
render or to show themselves, then we shot at them. I don't
recall ever shooting at anybody or ever seeing anybody shot at
from our planes, from our helicopters, who didn't have a weapon,
who hadn't been given many, many chances to surrender.

Q. So they were pretty tight on that, then, in making
sure—- :

A. (Interposing) They were in this particular unit.

Q. Now, prior to your departure or subsequent to your

arrival in Vietnam, do you recall any discussions by the bri-
gade commander, General LIPSCOMB, talking to the people about
treatment of civilians, noncombatants, and so forth trying to
actually befriend the population in order to try to get them
on our side, rather than trying to make enemies out of them?

A. I don't recall any such instructions. To my re-
collection, that was definitely not the attitude that prevailed
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in the 11lth Infantry Brigade.

0. ’ I wish you would explain that a little bit? This
is somewhat important to me.

A, An illustration: one day we were out on patrol with
the aviation section with the 23's, and we were called in to
support an infantry company. They had seen some people, and
people were apparently sniping at them and continuing to evade.
So we went over there and we flew over and gave them support.
We didn't find auybody, and we circled around and flew overhead
for about 20 minutes and then we landed. My helicopter landed
while the other chopper flew overhead and covered us. I got
out and followed our pilot over to the company command group.

I personally knew the company commander, and I spoke to him and
said, "Hello, sir. What are you doing?" He said, "Killing

'dinks.'" This is the type of attitude that prevailed.

Q. What did he mean by "killing 'dinks'"?

A. " He meant killing 'dinks.' He meant killing Vietna-
mese. "What are y u doing, sir? What are you up to?" "We are

out killing 'dinks.'"

Q. Was he referring to killing VC or just killing Viet-
namese .

A. I didn't specifically question him to that extent.
What he said was "killing 'dinks.'" Whenever you're a private

you don't question a captain.

Q. Your personal interpretation, though, was that they
were just out killing Vietnamese? A "dink", I don't think there
is an accurate definition of it. I know some people use it in

terms of a VC. A VC is a "dink."

A, That's right, a VC is a "dink" or a "gook" to some
people, but at least from my realm of experience, very rapidly
after a man's arrival in Vietnam, the term soon encompasses all
Vietnamese.

Q. I think it's a very unfortunate term to us. As a
matter of fact, I will be very frank with you. It wasn't until
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I joined this investigation or was assigned to this investiga-
tion that I really realized that people used the term "dinks."
because in First Field Force we had not used it.

A. It was used extensively by officers, enlisted men,
all the Americans that I came into contact with throughout my
tour of duty in Vietnam.

Q. Do you rez=all General KOSTER, the division commander,
welcoming the 1llth Brigade in country?

A. If he did, I wasn't present.

0. Do you recall any discussion by the staff judge ad-
vocate concerning legal matters and also concerning the handling
and treatment of civilians and the reporting of incidents and
things of this particular category?

A. If there was any such discussion, I didn't hear it _
nor did I hear of it. : ‘

MR WEST: Mr. RIDENHOUR, I think you are aware that some of

the men of Charlie Company who were in the place that's come to

be known as My Lai (4) on 16 March stated publicly, such as MEADLO"
BERNHARDT, and SIMPSON, that they did what they did there pursu-
ant to orders and were carrying out orders as far as they under-
stood it. Do you recall in your training receiving instructions
about the importance of obeying orders and that also it was not
ncecessary to obey an illegal order?

A. I remember very vaguely when I went through basic
training--your first week of basic training they refer to as
zero week, and throughout zero week, you know, you get your
hair chopped coff, and you're issued uniforms, and you take a
battery of tests, and they give you some basic instruction on
marching, and they give you a few basic classes. It was either
at the end of zero week or at the very beginning of my first
week 1in basic training that I received a class on the universal
(sic) code of military justice, and to the best of my recollection,
they brought that point up again at that class. That was the
only time that I heard of it officially. It was brought up in
discussion while I was in basic training because there was an
article in the Stars ard Stripes about a sergeant in the Marine
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" corps who was in Vietnam at that time who had been charged and
convicted of murdering a Vietnamese civilian or two Vietnamese
civilians at the orders of his company commander or platoon
ljeader. He was convicted of the murder, and apparently, the
platoon leader or whoever it was that gave him the order or
that he maintained gave him the order was given a slap on the
wrist or something of that sort. Because this was in the paper,
there was a discussion in my platoon about it.

0. In the training that you received on this point,
were there any elamples given?

A. I can't honestly recall.

Q. We've asked quite a number of witnesses about this.
Several have stated that they thought the training should be
more specific on this point. I just wanted to ask your feeling
on this. It is a difficult choice for a man in combat who re-
ceives what he conceives to be an illegal order. What is he to
do? Many witnesses have told us they didn't know what to do.
As you recall, this was touched on only briefly, perhaps in the
first week of you - basic training? .

A. That's right.
Q. Any subsequent instruction on this point?
A, Not that I recall. When I left Fort Benning, I went

through basic training and then advanced infantry training,
and then I went to jump school for parachute training at Fort
Benning. I w.s 3 weeks in parachute training at Fort Benning,
and I was 3 more weeks in a holding company because I had to
wait for the next class that was being held at Fort Benning.
It was a preparatory class to prepare people to go to Vietnam.
It was about 4 days of training and indoctrination on Vietnam
and Vietnamese villages, the type of resistance, booby traps,
treatment of prisoners, et cetera. Treatment of prisoners was
touched on briefly, but very briefly. In my opinion, it wasn't
adequate.

Q. Do you recall instruction on the treatment of non-

combatants, recognizing that this is a difficult problem in
Vietnam, to determine who is a noncombatant and who isn't?
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A. The only discussion that I can recall about noncom-—-
batants was the difficulty in distinguishing combatants from
noncombatants and the problem of having to be aware at all times
of the people who are around you, because many times the people
that appear to be civilians are not civilians, et cetera.

Q. Do you recall in your instruction any discussion
of war crimes; the so-called conventional war crimes or the
nistreatment of noncombatants?

A. Not as committed by American troops. Of course,
there was a great deal of talk about the bad things the VC
would do to you if they caught you, especially when I arrived
in long range patreol and also when I arrived in the aviation
section. It appeared at that time that just before I arrived
in this aviation section a helicopter had been shot down, or
a couple of weeks before I arrived, and one of the pilots had
been tortured pretty badly.

Q. Was this before Tet?

A. Yes. This would have been like in the middle of
December of 1967.

Q. Ae have asked some witnesses if they understood

what a war crim.: was, and some of these witnesses were not at
all clear on the point. I wondered if you could recall anything
in vour training which consisted of examples of what the so
ctll:d convention=l war crimes would be? '

A, I can’'t recall, sir.

COL RANKLIN: One question, Mr. RIDENHOUR. Could you give some
more examples of why you think the way you do about the 1lth
Brijade's attitudes toward the Vietnamese people? :

A, Specifically, my closest friend, while I was in the
aviation section, was the doorgunner for General LIPSCOMB's
Charlie-Charlie, his command and control helicopter, and he used
to come back day after day from flying with the general and re-
vpeat stories to me of how General LIPSCOMB had referred to the
Vietnamese as "dinks" and "gooks" and how he had been very cal-
lous in his command direction of his troops in the villages,
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especially as far as having almost utter disregard for the crops
and homes of the Vietnansse villagers. If he received fire of
~any kind, not the general, but his troops, if he received fire
from a village or near a village, the village was treated rather

roughly.

0. Do you recall any specific examples? Explain what
~ you mean by "roughly." '

A. Not having been there, the only thing that I can
tell you is--thig sticks in my mind pretty strongly--is a di-
rect quote that this young man told me or that he repeated to
me that he told me was a direct quote from the general over the
radio. They're all hooked in on the radio system. Somebody
called up and said we received a couple of rounds of sniper
fire from a village, and he said, "Burn it. Wipe them out."
This is a direct gquote from him. 1It's secondhand, and, there-
fore, you have to judge it with a grain of salt, but the thing
that sticks firmly in my mind is that he came back with stories
- of this sort so often, and then I knew the guy very well, and
he is not a bull shitter.

MR WEST: Could you give us his name?

A, His name is Terry HUXFORD.

Q. ‘low do you spell his last name?

A, H-U-X-F-0-R-D.

Q. He would have been in the aviation detachment?

A, That's right.

I0: How long had he been associated with General LIPS-

COMB? Do you know?

A, He and I were in the 70th Infantry Detachment to-
gether, and we were transferred to the aviaion section together.

‘MR WEST: Do I understand that HUXFORD was the RTO for Gen-
eral LIPSCOMB?
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A. No, no. He was the doorgunner in the Charlie-Charlie.

I0: I don't know of that doorgunner, frankly. Can he
always listen to the conversation going out when you are on a
brigade push? .

A. If the ship's radio system is connected.

Q. That's just a straight intercom, but to my knowledge
the doorgunner cannot listen to anything other than the inter-
com. He does not have the facility to tune in on the frequencies
like the brigade push or the battalion push, for example, which
were changing all the time?

A, I don't know how the radio setup was hooked up or what-
ever, but the 23's that I flew on, at least, we heard all the
transmissions.

0. HUXFORD was not flying on a 23. He was flying on a
Huey C & C?

A, Yes.

Q. I know my doorgunner didn't listen to me, because

he couldn't get on those pushes. All he could go on was in-
tercom. This isn't to say that one way or another he might
have picked up something like that too, you know.

A Like I said, it is secondhand so you have to take
iv with a graln of salt. .

Q. Let's come down to Task Force Barker itself. You,
undoubtedly were familiar with the organization of this task
force and when it was organized?

A, I wasn't, no. I became aware that Task Force Barker
existed when our 23's were called up north to give them support
a couple of times. .

Q. Did you know that your friends, for example, who

had transferred from the 70th had gone to C/1/20, that they
had gone to a new organization?
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A, You mean when the task force was formed? No I wasn't.

0. This isn't really completely germane, but the fact
is, the task force consisted of the three companies: A/3/1,

B/4/3, and C/1/20. 1In your flying and so forth, you undoubtedly,
if you went up and gave support there, were aware that Task Force
Barker was operating in this general area north of Quang Ngai
City and east of Highway 1?2

A. Yes. Let me clarify that. I was aware that they

operated off of LZ Dottie and occasionally off of LZ Uptight.
Specifically, where they operated, where they regularly oper-
ated, I wasn't~- ,

0. (Interposing) Well, you were generally aware.

In your position as a doorgunner at that time, quite
logically, you shouldn't know an awful lot of the details,
other than just in passing as an individual would

who keeps his eyes and ears open so to speak. Now,

when did you first hear of the operations of Task Force

Barker into this area east northeast of Quang Ngai City;

that which is now referred to as My Lai, which is a misnomer,
very frankly. I think the people used to refer to it as Pink-
ville. It's actually Son My Village. When did you first hear
of this operation, and how did you hear of it?

A. I didn't hear of the operation. We flew up there

to give them support, and this was early in March. Specifically
when, I can’'t say; it was early in March. I believe the first
day we went up there to support them they were operating in My
Lai (1), Pin. ville (pointing to Exhibit MAP-1). They were op-
erating right in here. It . was not partially destroyed; it was
almost utterly destroyed at the time. I mean the houses were

a shambles and the people were--you are familiar with it. You
know how they just throw houses together over the ruins, just
about (pointing in the area of coordinates 735815).

- Q. Hootches is how they refer to them?
A. That's right. A lot of them were just lean-to's.
They weren't even hootches; they were just lean-to's. Right

along here, along this waterway, about every 30 meters there
were defensive bunkers built and these were defensive bunkers.
They weren't protective bunkers, they were defensive bunkers.
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They were operating in there. They received a little bit of
resistance, not very much, the day that I flew overhead. They
located and blew a few tunnel complexes.

0. You indicated that this was early in March.

A. "I don't know if it was early March or late in Feb-
ruary or what, but it was before My Lai (4).

Q. We would place that operation actually early in Feb-
ruary, that particular one. There was a subsequent operation
in the latter part of February, actually on the 23rd of Feb-
ruary, which went into the area, which generally speaking we
refer to now as My Lai (4) and had a company that got pretty
well pinned down, and they had to extract them with APC's. Now,
you may remember-—--

A. (Interposing) Let me ask you a question.
Did the VC or NVA have 5.57 rocket launchers and were they
‘believed to have a mortar position on that hill that overlooks--

Q. - (Interposing) Hill 85 to the south. Yes..
That day they were using quite a few automatic weapons

in terms of automatic rifles and machineguns, RPG-7's were
included, the B-40, and there were also the mortars.

A. We flew combat support for that unit that day, and
whether or not we actually did, I don't know, but we were cred-
ited with knocking out a mortar position on top of that hill.
It looked like an abandoned Korean defensive position on top

of the hill.

Q. If you look on the map (Exhibit MAP-1.) TIt's the
hill just south of Highway 521 there, Hill 8572

A, That's right.

Q. Some people call it Eléphant Mountain?

A. Right. Right about or above the two L's there, I

believe, is where that was located, and they were dropping mor-
tars down on these people somewhere along the highway.

Q. Do you recall seeing APC's down there that day?

(RIDENHOUR) 16 APP T-266

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

A. Yes, there were. They had a whole bunch of them.

Q. So, the next operation, and this is the one that

we are focusing on, is the operation of the 16th into this
area. At some point of time you started hearing about this
and talking to people and so forth. Can you, then, back up
and start right at the beginning for me and just run through--

A. (Interposing) When I first heard of the incident?

0. Yes. And who told you and what he told you, if you
will, and go down the list of people chronologlcally, if at

all possible, and when you get through we'll have some questions
to ask you.

A. I was transferred from the aviation section, as I
said, around the 20th or the 2lst of April, and I spent approx-
imately 10 days at Headquarters and Headquarters Company. :
Sometime during this 1l0-day period I ran into a man I knew as
Butch GRUVER. 'I believe his name is Charles GRUVER. We had
served in the 70th Infantry Detachment together, and we weren't
really old buddies, but we were pretty good acquaintances. He
had just recently joined Long Range Patrol, 51st Infantry
Company, and he wes down there at Duc Pho on a mission. They
were getting ready to go out the next day on a long range patrol
mission, and we sat down together and just started shooting the
breeze and just asking questions about what have you been doing,
what units you've been in, what are they like, et cetera. OSome-
time during the course of this conversation he said, "Wow. Did
you hear what we did at Pinkville?" I said, "No. What's Pink-
ville?" The story just came out. He said, "Wow. We just went
in there and killed all those civilians. Killed everybody in
the village." You can't take this as a direct guote, because.

I can't remember specifically what he said, but the general
drift of the story was this way as he told it. He was really
sort of, "Wow, how could we go in there and do something like
that?" I didn't believe what he was telling me. I really didn't
believe that they had done something like this. He told me of
seelng the captain's RTO shoot down a boy who was 3, 4, or 5
years old; a very young boy who was standing by the trail who

- was wounded and just sort of in shock and didn't know what was
going on. He said the captain's RTO just looked at him and

blew him away. He also said that he had looked around and seen
a man shoot himself in the foot. I can't recall if he said the
guy had done it to get out of the area and to get out of the
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responsibility of having to either obey or disobey, to get out
of the situation where he would have to be confronted by his
officers. It was GRUVER's opinion that the guy had done it
purposely. He told me that that particular day, he was carrying
an M-79 grenade launcher, and they didn't have any canister
rounds. Therefore, he couldn't fire that; he had a .45, but
he didn't use it; and that he popped off some long rounds at
people running, but that was it. That's what he told me. On
the 1lst of May I joined E Company, 5lst Infantry, Long Range
Patrol, at Chu Lai. With that company in Chu Lai were Michael
TERRY, Bill DOHERTY. Henry PEDRICK. I didn't speak to PEDRICK
very much because I didn't know him that well. He is really a
quiet kid, and he just went his own way and did what he was
told and just didn't give anybody any trouble. I mean he just
wasn't the typical GI who bitches about everything. He just
did what was expected of him and shut up. He did his job

and went to bed and nobody heard very much from him. TERRY

and I had been very good friends. We had been in the same
company in basic training for a week, and then I was transferred
to another company. They had decided that the sizes of the
companies in the battalion were too big, and they broke them
all down to make a fifth company. I was one of the people who
went to make that fifth company. We still kept in touch and
saw each other all the way through basic training. We went
through AIT together. We were in LPC together. We were in the
sam

Q. ' (Interposing) Would you explain what "LPC" is for
the record? :

A. Leadership Preparation Course. 1It's a course that
they use to train student cadre for advanced individual training.
My advanced individual training happened to be infantry. The
people who go through the LPC courses, it's a 2-week course,

come out of LPC and you are assigned to your training company.
They take the LPC personnel and make them into the student
platoon leaders and squad leaders. We were in different com-
panies in AIT and, still, we kept in touch. We went to jump
school togethér. We were in different companies in jump school.,
We kept in touch in jump school and after we completed jump
school, we were reassigned to this holding company. We were
both reassigned at the same period of time and we became very
good friends. We used to spend all of our time off duty together.
We were buddies, you know, went to the movies together and went
down to the enlisted men's club together, and we had a lot of

(RIDENHOUR) | 18 APP T-266

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY



'FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

long discussions about religion, government, and things of
this sort because TERRY is a very religious boy. He is a
strict Mormon and he didn't swear, he didn't lie, he didn't
cheat, he didn't tell bad stories, and he didn't chase wild
women simply because he felt it was immoral. I personally

am not a religious man. Consequently, we had many long dis-
cussions about religion, about what he believed in, and about
what I believed in. We talked back and forth. We went on
leave, and we were both reassigned to the 70th Infantry Detach-
"ment in Hawaili in Schofield Barracks where our friendship
continued and grow, and we became really good friends. I mean
the guy was like a brother to me. At least I felt that we
were that close. He was reassigned to C/1/20 and I saw him
maybe once or twice during that period of time while he was

in Charlie Company when they were on stand down in Duc Pho,
and he would come over. When I arrived in E Company, 5l1st
Infantry, the first thing I did was look him up. He wasn't
there when I first arrived. He was at Recondo School in

Nha Trang, Special Forces Long Range Patrol Training School.

I think he didn't get back until a week after I arrived. We
talked about it vaguely or just brushed on the thing, because
he wasn't very willing to bring it up or very willing to talk
about it. Whenever I brought it up, he sort of shied away
from it, so I didn't push the guy. I didn't want to whip him
with it. After m orders officially came, assigning me to the
unit, we went on a long range patrol mission. It was near a
brigade that was operating out of the north there at Tam Ky.
We set up on a hill there for 3 days and watched or monitored
a trail, watched NVA soldiers walking down this trail. While
we were off the OP position--I mean we had six men, and we
went in shifts of two apiece. Whenever he and I weren't on
the OP position, we had a book with us, and it was the Passover
Plot. It is a book by the man who puts forth the theory that
Jesus wasn't -he messiah and that Jesus was building a myth,
that he was purposefully out to do this, purposefully out to
create a religion. He would read a chapter, and I would read
a chapter, and then we would argue about it and discuss it.

We spent 3 days out there doing that, and I didn't question
him then. We were extracted and we stayed on the base camp, ,
the forward operating base camp overnight. We slept that night
out on top of a bunker close to the perimeter and before we
“went to sleep we talked about 3 hours about Pinkville. He told
e basically the same general story that GRUVER had told me:
that the company had gone in there and had wiped out the vil-
lage; that they had killed everybody in it that they could
find, as far as they knew. He wasn't in Lieutenant CALLEY's
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platoon. He was in another platoon, the second or third platoon
in the village. Therefore, he said that he had heard stories
about Lieutenant CALLEY, that GRUVER had said that he had heard
stories about Lieutenant CALLEY, but he hadn't seen anything
that Lieutenant CALLEY had actually done. He hadn't actually
seen Lieutenant CALLEY in the process of committing any of
these acts.that were attributed to him. TERRY said that about
noon, not noon, but whenever they sat down for chow, when they
started to take their chow break, he and DOHERTY were in the
same squad-~he and DOHERTY sat down. together and they started
to cet out their chow, and close by them there was a pile of
bodies in a heap. Specifically, how he described it, I can't
say. Whether there was a pile or a bunch or a group of bodies
close to them in a ditch or some type of shallow excavation.
All the people who were in this pile and had been shot weren't
dead, and the people who were wounded groaned and their arms
flopped and they kicked and things, and he said that these
people were doing this. He didn't say why he got up and went
over there. He just said that he and DOHERTY had set their
food down and got up and went over there by these people. He
said they were very obviously not going to get any medical
treatment and so they killed them, they finished them off.

He just said, "I guess we sort of finished them off." We
talked and talked and talked about it. We talked about, you
know, "Cou.dn't you see that there was anything wrong with
that, Mike," and he just said, "I don't know," and that's all
I could get out of him. When TERRY told me that story, I

had to believe that there had been a massacre in that village.
i had to believe +hat there had been a massacre in that village
because TERRY was not one to fabricate. I would have thought,
k>fore he told me that story, that before he would do some-
taing like that, I would.

Q. | Well, after you talked to TERRY there, did you
continue your discussion with DOHERTY at some later time?

A, Yes. Billy was on a patrol with us. He was on a
mission with us. He and I had discussed it vaguely, just sort
of brushed over it. I never really sat down with Billy and
talked about it for 10 or 15 minutes. I asked him about what
TERRY had said, and he just said, "That's what happened. That's
what we did." The general story about what the company and
what the platoons had “one, going into the village and wiped
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it out, was the same. I can't really give a specific
differentiation between TERRY's story and DOHERTY's story
because they were together, and they were almost identically

the same.

Q. What other individuals did you talk to?

A. - I talked to Henry PEDRICK just very, very briefly
and about the only thing he would say was, "Yeah, it was ter-
rible," and he just avoided discussing this, somehow. That's
about all that was involved in his discussion with me. The
next time I heard about it from someone who had actually been
there--

Q. (Interposing) The three people that you had run
across in the 51st, TERRY--

A. (Interposing) GRUVER, too. GRUVER was in the
company, too. I talked to him before.

Q. I see; So there are actually four of them in the
51st? ' :

A. That's all I can recall.

Q. : Go ahead then?

MR WEST: Could you fix a time on this when you had your long

discussion with TERRY?

A. My orders arrived on the 1l5th. We went out on the
mission 2 or 3 days after that, or maybe 4 days or something.
We were out in the field for 4 days, and came back, so that
would place it, I would estimate, someplace between the 2lst
and the 25th of May. . To my best recollection, the next person
I talked to who had specific knowledge of the incident was
Sergeant Larry, or Lawrence, LACROIX. He had been in E Com-
pany--not E Company, but 70th Infantry Detachment also, and

he had actually been in CALLEY's platoon. I think he had to
“have been in CALLEY's platoon. He told me that he personally
‘saw CALLEY, ILieutenant CALLEY, take three separate groups of
individuals, round them up into groups, and then the first
group, according to LACROIX, he ordered shot down by TORRES,
PFC TORRES. I don't know his first name. According to LACROIX,
TORRES had set up an M-60 machinegun and had commenced firing
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on the group, but before they were all down, he quit and said,
"No, you're crazy, man. I'm not doing this." CALLEY ordered
him to and ordered him to and ordered him to and TORRES refused
and refused and refused. How long this went on, I don't know.
He said that after it became evident to CALLEY that TORRES was
not going to recommence firing, CALLEY took over the weapon
himself and finished the job. According to LACROIX, this was
on the first group, and on the next two groups he brought out,
LACROIX said that CALLEY didn't bother to ask anybody else to
man the weapon. He manned the weapon himself and opened fire
on the groups. LACROIX couldn't set a specific number on the
individuals who were in the groups. . He estimated that there
were three groups and that there were roughly 20, roughly 30,
and roughly 40 people in the groups. He didn't say what order
they came in or what. He said that they were all ages and sexes.

I0: Did you speak with anyone else after you talked to
LACROIX?
A, Yes. 1In late October or the middle of October

or someplace around the 1lst of October to the 15th of October,
I would estimate it approximately, I was assigned a long
range patrol mission "hat was to operate from LZ Dottie in

the same area. I arrived there with my team, and Charlie
Company was back on LZ Dottie at that time. I ran across TORRES, -
and he referred to it briefly. They were sitting around
talking ju:t about combat and just the things that happened

to him, and TORRES kind of laughed or giggled or something

and referred to "all them people we killed at Pinkville."
That's the only thing he said. Oh, a kid named GARFOLO,

Gary GARKFOLO, joined E Company, 51lst Infantry. When he joined
I don't know. I would say it was around August. He had been
in Charlie Company at.the time, and he was moved into our
}.ootch that we were living in in Chu Lai. Whenever I was sent
down to Duc Pho to work under the operational control of the
1lth Brigade to run LRRP missions off of Duc Pho, he was

sent down with me. He was on my team for a couple missions.
He referred to it a couple of times. Specifically, what he
said, I can't recall, but it was the same general story: that
they had wiped out the village; that they had massacred all
of these people. To my knowledge, I can't recall what part

he took in it or what part he said he took in it or whether or
not he took any part in it. The only thing that I can recall
is that he did refer to the incident. The next time I talked
to somebody, the last time I talked to somebody while I was in
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Vietnam, about Pinkville and about what happened there was

the last week or possibly the last 10 day that I was in Viet-
nam. PFC Mike BERNHARDT was in the Second Surgical Hospital,
I ‘believe at Chu Lai, and he had been a very good friend of a
friend of mine, and he had been an acquaintance of mine also.
This friend of mine, Pat TOUHY went to see him in the hospital and
‘I went with him. Pat left to go someplace. Pat left early.
He went to eat or something, and I stayed there with Mike,

and we were talking. During the course of our conversation,

I asked him about Pinkville. He told me the same story. He
told me that he had refused to take any part in it and that he
thought it was a rotten damn deal and that something should

be done about it. I told him that's the way I felt about it,
that something should be done and that I was going to attempt
somehow, to initiate some type of action, at least an investi-
gation. I asked him that if an investigation was initiated,
would he tell the investigators the same story that he told

me and would he tell them all the details, everything he knew,
and he said he would. Shortly after that, I returned to the
United States. 1 was separated from the Army, and I went
home. After a lot of thinking about it, trying to decide

how to go about getting an investigation started, after many
discussions with friends of mine, people that I thought would
know how to go about something of this sort, finally I decided
to write a long, definitive letter of what I knew as I knew it,
and finally that's what I did. I had copies made, and I
mailed copies.

Q. Well, we'll come back to that if we may in a
little while.

We are looking into the 1nvest1gatlon, or I should
say we are investigating the inquiries into the My Lai inci-
dent. . We are looking into the sufficiency of the reviews of
the inquiries.or the investigation and whether or not there
had been any attempt to suppress or cover up the incident, and
we are going into this in the absolute, utmost detail. One of
the things that we have to do before we can really evaluate
the sufficiency of the investigation is to reconstruct, to the
best of our ability, what actually transpired, and as far as
My Lai (4) is concerned, we pretty much know the details of
this. There may be a little bit here and there, but one of
the key questions in my mind which we are looking into is why
did this happen? Now, you have talked to these people: to
- GRUVER and to your very dear friend TERRY and LACROIX and
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TORRES and GARFOLO and these others. Did any of them talk
to you in terms of why this happened? Why did this incident
occur at My Lai? '

A. It was the opinion of the people that I talked to
that they were acting under orders; the orders came down from
an upper echelon of command, that the orders did not originate
with Captain MEDINA, that Captain MEDINA received orders that
he transmitted to his company.

Q. Did they talk in terms of anything else as far as

the situation and environment that they were going into; whether
they had expected that they would run into some really strong
resistance that morning when they went in?

A, The night before they went out, there was a company
meeting. Captain MEDINA gathered everybody together. This
comes from, specifically TERRY and BERNHARDT. Captain MEDINA
gathered the company together and spoke. Apparently, on the
night before, a man had been killed and a couple of others
wounded by a booby trap, a 155, I think TERRY said, that had
been booby trapped, and they were fooling around with it and
it went off. Captain MEDINA gathered these people together and
told them--exactly what he told them, I don't know the conver-
sation. Th. gist of the conversation as I received it from
TERRY and BERNHARDT was that tomorrow morning you'll get your.
chance to make up for these things: for the people we've lost
and the people that have been .wounded; for the minefield that
we walked through. .

Q. They did mention the fact, then, that about a week
before they had gotten caught in a minefield where about 17 or
18 had been either killed or wounded?

A. TERRY and DOHERTY were recommended for the Silver
Star for that action and they described that. Mines, even if
they don't kill people, make messy, messy, ugly, bloody wounds.

Q. As you look back now, on these individuals that
you talked to, what impression did they give you concerning
the enemy that they were going to encounter when they landed?
A. They didn't give me any impression about the enemy
that they were going to encounter. They made no reference to
going in and expecting to meet a heavy resistance. They only
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said they were going back into Pinkville. They said they
had been into Pinkville before and that they had met heavy
resistance there before. They didn't say they expected re-
sistance again. They just said they were told they were
going in and they were going to get their chance for revenge.

- Q. Did any of these individuals that you talked to
refer to having received instruction to destroy the place, to
burn the buildings, or did they indicated whether they, in
fact, did burn the buildings and destroy the crops and kill
the animals? '

A. You get different stories from different people.
People that in my impression were not quite as sharp as some
of the others had the idea that they had been told to go in
and kill everything and everybody. The other people, especi-
ally BERNHARDT, who was very bitter about it, and TERRY, said
that that isn't the order they received from Captain MEDINA.
The order that they received was to go in and something like,
"Destroy the village and everything in it," or some word that
was very ambiguous. Not very ambiguous, but could have easily
had a double meaning, considering the condition that these
men were in considering the pep talk the night before. If
the order was to go in and destroy the village and everything
in it, it is difficult to see how it could be interpreted
dlfferently or how a man could expect it to be 1nterpreted
differentl:

Q. Did they discuss any of the operation on the
subsequent days after they left, let's say, My Lai (4)? Did
they talk in terms of whether they continued to kill people
or what.

A. That was very vague and not mentioned specifically.
As the story came to me, they were sweeping through a series
of villages and hamlets and that by noon or by 1 o'clock, or
whatever, they had gone through about three or maybe four

and that the same process had been followed in each subsequent
village. Of course, as they got to each village people were
moving out ahead of them. They said around noon, as I recall,
Captain MEDINA received some instructions over the radio, and
he went tearing madly about the company telling everybody to
cease fire and not kill anybody else.
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Q. ‘That's helpful. Now, did any of these people talk
to you at all in terms of having been told not to tell people
about this or not to talk about this?

A. ' BERNHARDT, very specifically.
Q. What did he say?
A. He said that that night, the night of March the 16th~--

I didn't know at that time that the . date was March l6th--but
he said that that night of the day of the operation when the
village was massacred, the village was wiped out, that night
at about 4 o'clock when they had set up a bivouc--

Q. 7 (Interposing) A night defensive position?

A. A night defensive position, right. Captain MEDINA
"had approached BERNHARDT. Captain MEDINA sought BERNHARDT out.
BERNHARDT was verxry specific about this. He said that MEDINA
sought him out and took him aside and said something to

the extent, "Don't write your Congressman. Don't complain and
don't bitch," because BERNHARDT was one of the few people in
the company who would stand up and say, "You guys are wrong."
He had done it before, and he was trying very desperately all
of this tin: to get transferred into the long range patrol, and
he felt that they were destroying his 1049's. A 1049 is a
request for transfer. He felt that his 1049's were never
getting past the first sergeant's desk. He requested transfer
s..veral times, and he had written his Congressman concerning
that and, as I recall, either that or--he had applied to
warrant officer School in the flight training program. It

got screwed up in the works somehow, and he had, apparently,
asked several times through channels for at least information
of what had happened to the papers that started through, and
getting no response, he finally wrote his Congressman.:
Apparently, he was just, in general, a guy who was following
the dictates of his conscience and was questioning at various
times the officers and NCO's. MEDINA sought him out that
evening, from what he said, and told him not to write his
Congressman and not to raise any bitch about it. BERNHARDT
said he told MEDINA, "I didn't say anything like that." The
1mpre531on that I got from BERNHARDT was that there was a
heavy air of threat in the conversation.
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Q. But from none of the individuals did you ever hear
anything to the effect that they were told, "Well, let's not
talk about this matter because it is going to be investigated"?

A. TERRY and DOHERTY, I believe DOHERTY. TERRY and
BERNHARDT sure talked about the next night after that, which
would have been the evening of the 17th. I think they were
back at Dottie. The company was gathered together, and I'm
not sure if it was on the night of the 16th or the night of

" the 17th that this was reported to have happened. The com-
pany was gathered together and told not to discuss it among
themselves and that this was going to be investigated, et
cetera. I believe it was the night of the 17th when Colonel
HENDERSON landed at Dottie and the company gathered together,
and he came out and spoke to the company as a group and asked
if there had been a massacre or something to that effect, or
was there promiscuous firing or whatever as a group, and if
any man knew of anything such as that, would he please step
forward? Well, here is one man out of a hundred who is

going to step forward and say, "I saw him and him and him
murder civilians;" and he's got how many months to serve
with these peonle? I think that it was significant that
Captain MEDINA made a point to send BERNHARDT on a detail,

at least according to BERNHARDT, when Colonel HENDERSON landed.
Captain MEDINA made a point to send BERNHARDT on a detail so
that 2 wouldn't be with the company while Colonel HENDERSON
was giving this address to the company.

Q. I think that we know pretty much the story about

the company being cautioned not to talk because this matter

was going to be investigated. Actually, this company stayed

in the field for 3 days, So this would bring us down to the

18th instead of the 17th, and this is the time that most of

this took place. It is our understanding, for your information,
that the entire company was not assembled, but a large group ‘
of them had come back in a hook, a CH-47, and it's these men
that were talked to by Colonel HENDERSON, so it wasn't the
company, but basically, what you are saying, it was a large
group of people. Was there any mention by anybody that you
talked to of some activities which may have been conducted

by B/4/3?

A. I didn't hear anything about B/4/3 or A/3/1. The
only thing that I heard about them was that they were set up
in blocking positions around the village some place. It was
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a loose blocking formation, from the information that I got,
and that they were set up there to intercept anybody who might
flee the village, and they were set up this way, and the com-
pany came in this way (gesturing).

Q. Well, this is certainly true of A/3/1, but it isn't
true of Bravo Company. They were in a different position.

One thing, this has to do with TERRY, who is a very religious
individual. I know Mormons, and I know them very well. As a
matter of fact, I would add to all the things that he didn't
do: he probably didn't drink coffee either, so I am well fam-
iliar with the Mormons and the type of individuals they are.
The thing that I have difficulty in understanding is, to have
that background and that philosophy of life, as to why TERRY
did not want to take this to, let's say, the division IG, to
the staff judge advocate, to the division commander to see
that something like this might be properly investigated?

A. I think one reason which is obvious to me is that
he was implicated. He admitted to me that he had shot some
civilians that were wounded. I don't know. That's a ques-
tion that I will ask myself the rest of my life. How could
he even be involved in something like this, much less fail to
report it?

Q. Subsequently now, the last individual that you
talked to before leaving country was BERNHARDT, and I think
you've outlined BERNHARDT quite well, as we would understand
him: +the fact that he had written to his Congressman about
more than a few things. But at the same time, BERNHARDT knew
his way around the Army. Why didn't he seek audience with the
inspector general or with proper authorities to insure that
this thing would be looked into?

A, I think one point is that he was hav1ng a lot of
trouble getting out of the field. Another point is that it
was investigated to a point. Nothing was done, and everyone
in Charlie Company knew it. Another point is that BERNHARDT
was scared to death. He was as paranoid an individual as I
ever saw over there. He wasn't worried about the VC. He was
worried about his buddies, the people that he had been with
in Pinkville that day.

(RIDENHOUR) 28 APP T-266

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLYIV

Q. Worried about them in what sense? Would you clarify
that?
A. Worried about them in the sense that he was afraid

that if he took any action to initiate an investigation and
they found out about it, he would never get out of the field
alive.

Q. He was out of the field at the time that you talked
to him, though, wasn't he? He was in the hospital at Chu Lai,
as I recall your previous testimony.

A. He felt that since there was an investigation and
that the investigation was whitewashed and that there were no
results of the investigation, that there was a conspiracy within
the Army and within the division, specifically, within the bri-
gade, to make sure that what happened there never came to pub-
lic light or was never investigated. This is my opinion from
what he said. This is how I surmised that he felt. He felt
that if he went to division, went to the IG, or went to anybody,
that it would get back to his company, and it wouldn't take
long; and that if he was going to get out of Vietnam alive,

the best thing he could do was to play dumb, just keep his
mouth shut until he got out.

Q. Well, he was in about the same fix that you were
in, wasn't he? Wasn't he about to leave country with his
time being up in country?

A, - At that particular time, yes. The story about how
he got out o: the field: he had jungle rot on his feet and
legs so bad, he told me, he could hardly walk when he left the
field. He said that his company commander would not give him
permission to get on a medevac.  He said he could not even get
out of the field. He said that a supply ship came in, sat down
for resupply, and just before it took off he ran and jumped on
the damn thing. He just ran and leaped on as it was taking off.
" He got on, and when he got into base camp, he went to the med-
ics and they sent him to the hospital. But he didn't even
leave his company with permission.

MR MACCRATE: Did you have any comparable friends or acquain-
tances in B/4/3?
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A. I can't recall if I even knew anybody in B/4/3.

Q. Had you ever gotten any feedback from anyone there?
A. Was there a man named ALAPAI in B/4/3 at any time?
Do you know that? He was a sergeant, an E-6. ALAPAI?

Q. I don't thihk SO.

‘A. Was he in A/3/1?

Q. I don't think so.

A. I éot some feedback, before I ever heard of Pink-

ville, of anything happening in Pinkville, although I had no
idea what size, that ALAPAI told Sergeant COLEMAN whenever he
came to visit us at Primo, 1llth Brigade Aviation. He was
either in Alpha or B/3/1, and it was an incident that happened
within a couple of months after our arrival in January or Feb-
ruary of 1968. Where or what it was, I don't know.

Q. How do ycu .pell ALAPAT?

A. A-I~-A-P-A-I, I think. He was an Hawaiian. He
was wounded pretty seriously, although the last I heard, he
was going t., be all right. He was from Hawaii, and he was
wounded in Marcl. sometime.

I0: Do you .recall any of the details of what ALAPATI

celd you?
A, ALAPAI didn't tell me. What happened was that

AT.APATI and COLEMAN were the two NCO's that were in the 70th
Infantry Detachment. COLEMAN was transferred with myself to
this aviation section. ALAPAI went to this infantry company
as o squad leader or platoon sergeant. They were on stand-
down, and ALAPAI came over to see us. There were four of us
sitting in a hootch. At the corner of two racks, one was here
and the other was here (gesturing) in the corner. ALAPAI and
COLEMAN were sitting on one side and HUXFORD and myself were
sitting here. We were all sitting here, and HUXFORD and I
started talking together. We were not whispering and hushing
our voice or whatever. They broke into a separate conversa-
tion. COLEMAN started talking to ALAPAI and ALAPAI started
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telling COLEMAN a story about how his company had gone through
a village, and it had been cleared two or three times and the
civilians had been taken and put back in these 'refugee centers,
et cetera. The civilians were farmers. They always came back
To the land. They sneaked out of the refugee centers and came
back to the land. The story he told COLEMAN and that I over-
heard snatches of--I overheard most of it, but exactly where

it was I didn't overhear--was that his company had gotten into
this village and because it had been cleared before, how many
times I don't know, but because it had been cleared before

and the people insisted on returning to the village, that some-
body, the story that ALAPAI gave COLEMAN, was that it came down
through channels, apparently from the Charlie-Charlie, to wipe
them out, so they lined up everybody, men, women, and kids,

and they just shot them all down. COLEMAN asked him, "How

did you do it?" I heard him say, "How could you do that,"

and he said, "I don't know. You just close your eyes and pull
the trigger." I overheard that, and I said, "What did you

say, Sarge?" and he just said, "Nothing, man. Just forget it."
I had been not the most subordinate PFC while I was in this '
70th Infantry Detachment, and if they asked me a question I
stated clearly what I thought and not especially what they
wanted to hear I told them what I thought when they asked

me questions.. He wouldn't say anything to me, and after he
left COLEMAN repeated this story to me. How much basis of

fact there is behind it, I don't know. I think that it deserves
investigating.

Q. I'd like to pin down as closely. as possible the
date that you and COLEMAN and ALAPAI were together and recon-
struct it backwards if we can?

A. It was rainy, which is not all that unusual in
Vietnam, but it was during the monsoon season. I would estim-
~ate that it was in late February.

MR WEST: What was Sergeant COLEMAN's first name?

A, I can't honestly recall. Charles, possibly.

MR MACCRATE: This would be late February of 19682

A, Yes, that's right.
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I0: _ And you indicated that he was with either Alpha or
Bravo Company?

A. " The 3/1. I am almost certain he was in the 3/1.
Q. Which company?

A. Alpha or Bravo. I just don't know.

Q;' How long before that had this event transpired?

A, I don’tikhow, sir.

Q. Did you have the impression that it was just yes-

terday or a couple of weeks before?
A. I would say within a couple of weeks before.

Q. That would put it along sometime in the month of
February, then?

A, Yes. This is as close as I can recall. It is
really vague. '

Q. It would have to have been sometime in the month
of February because--

MR WEST: (Interposing) And after Tet?
A If it was in the month of February.

M . MACCRATE: Could it have been later than that in your own
time frame?

A. It could have been. The days in Vietnam tend to
211 blend together and become one. You don't have Saturdays
and Sundays. Every day was a working day.

I0: I had two ways of telling what day it was. One,
I went to church, and; two, I took a pill on Monday, so I
remember those days very specifically.

MR MACCRATE: I was very interested in your comment that
everyone in Charlie Company was aware that there was going
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to be an investigation. How widespread did you find a know-
ledge or an awareness that there was an investigation or that
there was something--

A. (Interposing) If I said everyone, then perhaps I
shouldn't have been that all inclusive. I can't state from my
own knowledge that everyone--

0. (Intexrposing) I understand that, but what I am
getting at is what kind of an awareness did you find that
something had gone on and that there had been an investigation?

Those are really two different questions, but if someone knew
that an investigation had been made, then they would have known
that there was something that was investigated. What kind of
an awareness outside of the Charlie Company group that you
talked to? Did you ever hear any discussion at the 11lth Bri-
gade about an investigation? Did you ever hear any gossip in
the Headquarters, Headgquarters Company?

A, : ~No. To my knowledge everyone in Charlie Company
knew that Colonel HENDERSON had come out, had landed, and had
spoken to a large part of the company. I thought it had been
the whole company, but apparently, it was just a large part

of the company, and that apparently there was some kind of an
investigation. After that, nothing happened. I mean as far
as the e soldiers were concerned, nothing happened. So through
my convers.ition with them, I would infer that they had assumed
that there had been an investigation and that it had been
whitewashed. This is what their impressions were, especially
BERNHARDT .

G. Actually, I am trying to get at a different matter
here. I'm just using that as the takeoff point. I was in-
terested in whether, as 'you went around Duc Pho and Chu Lai,
you found any awareness that there had been an incident at
Pinkville?

A, Not unless you were a confident of one of these
people, unless you had been a personal friend of one of these
people, or you got it from, really, rumor, third, fourth,
fifth, or sixth person.

Q. Did you have any contact at all with the 1234 Avia-
tion Battalion at Chu Lai?
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A. Yes. Perhaps I can add something else. Sometime
after the incident occurred, I would say it must have been within
a couple of days after that, we flew back up to that area to
give support to an infantry company that was withdrawing from
the area, to watch the trail ahead of them, and make sure they
weren't going to be ambushed. On the way up there, we crossed
what I now think must have been My Lai (4). We didn't cross
right in the village. There were two hamlets. There was one
here and one here (gesturing) and a trail or an improved foot-
path. '

I0: Here it is, right here.

A. We came up from the south, and this mountain is
where? Right here (indicating)?

Q. o You can see the terrace on the upper part of Hill
85, so it's actually right down in this area, you see (pointing
to a portion of Exhibit MAP-1).

A, It would have been right here, between this and
this. We flew, apparently, over the top and the side of the
mountain, and the area was just deserted. There was nobody
around. I had never been in any place in Vietnam where it

had been that dcserted. Right along here beside the pass,
someplace in between the villages, there was a body of a woman,
I would guess 35. It was difficult to tell. She was quite
d-ad, and she was spread out next to the path, spreadeagled on
hcr back, and righc between her legs, right up in her crotch,
there was a 1llth Brigade patch. As we flew over or flew by--
we didn't fly directly over at first. As I recall, we must
have flown on the outside over here (indicating), and one of
our gunners, who had to have been our right doorgunner, saw

the body over here, and we circled around and came back over.
Ne flew down, and we hovered next to it. I mean we hovered
right over by it to get a look at it. We just looked at each
other. "Jesus Christ, what the...?" There was no weapon. There
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was no nothing. She looked like a civilian. She just looked
like a civilian noncombatant. Then this patch right between
her legs, obviously, it looked to me like someone had wantonly
murdered her, and then just left it as a marker as if they
were boasting, "That was us, the 1llth Brigade. We did that."
We looked at each other, and there was a little bit of dis-
cussion, and I can remembeY the pilot, a Warrant Officer HONDA,
Gilbert HONDA. He just said, "Well." I couldn't help having
the feeling that he knew something, that he was aware of some-
" thing that we weren't. We just said, "What the hell? Who did
that? Who put that patch on?" He said, "Well, I don't know.
It must have blovu there by the wind, or maybe the VC put it
there or something," and we Jjust took off.

Q. While we are here now, let me ask you some more
guestions about this. Did you, by chance, fly over any of
this? While you were here, were you over any of the other
area around here? '

A, We were going up to over here someplace. I don't
- know. It was someplace up there. We must have flown across
this area here. The gunner saw it there, so we came and cir-
cled a couple of " imes and saw it and just sort of hovered
above it and then took off again.

Q. Right around in here, over in this area for example,
did you see a lot of fresh digging (pointing to a portion of
Exhibit MAP-1 in the northeast corner of My Lai (4))7?

A. Either we didn't fly over it or I don't recall.
If we had flown over it very much, I would have seen it, be-
cause I was in the left doorgunner. I would have seen it.

Q. The reason I'm aéking, you know what graves in this
area, or whether you were down in this area and saw some fresh
graves (pointing to an area south of My Lai (4)), or whether

you were down in this area (pointing to an erea east of My
Lai (4))? I'm not talking about one or two graves.

A, ~ You're talking about mass graves. I don't recall.

Q. Do you recall looking over and seeing this village
or hamlet and noticing that it had been burned out? Actually,
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on the map that the U.S. forces were using, this was My Lai (5).
If you flew over this, did you notice thlS village or hamlet

being burned out?

A, I just don't recall. We had been up there before,
and there had been a great deal of burning. We were up there
one day before, and this was before the incident happened or
before I became aware that it. I don't believe it was in this
area. I remember flying over there one day and we saw people
who were wounded out<ide of a v1llage and the entire village
in flames.

Q. Let me ask you again about this body. Was this

body right alongside of the road?

A. I don't think so. I would say, to the best of my
recollection, 10 to 15 meters off the road.

0. I'11 tell you the reason that I am asking you this
question, and I'll have to just get your judgement on this: as

to whether or not this body was just casually left there or
whether an American hed put the body there and put the 1llth
Brigade patch there, or in fact, whether or not the VC had

put the body there and so strategically layed out the body with
‘the patch as, you might say, a bit of counter propaganda, par-
ticularly being along this main road through the area. This,
actually, we ca:itled LTL, a minor road, but it is, within the
area, by far the best road. If you could think back and just
give us a judgement there, it might help us as to whether or
not this body could have been put there in this position, and
so forth, by an American for some reason, or whether or not
the VC, in your judgement, might have been using that? We're
talking about 3 days afterwards, now.

A, I couldn't make a judgement as to who placed the
body there. The woman could have been killed there. I don't
know. There is no way of knowing that. The woman could have
been killed there, but it looked like the body had been very
purposefully layed out and that the patch was very purposefully
placed where it was: it was a deliberate act, and I cannot hon-
estly recall how close to the trail the body was. The pilot
made a point of placing the body in the prop wash of the ship

so that the patch was blown away, and it was. He made a point
of that.
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MR MACCRATE: Did you fix this in time as to when you observed
this? '

A. The only thing that I can recall is that the area

was deserted. On the way up there the area was deserted. On
the way back, we had about 3 gallons or 4 gallons of fuel left
SO .we came across approximately the same area. I wouldn't say
it was the same area. I would have to estimate that it would
_have been perhaps this area right here, this little hamlet right
there. (pointing to a portion of Exhibit MAP-1 northeast of

My Lai (4) ). We came back and we flew over or we sighted a
group of about - - my ship sighted a group of about 10 military-
aged males. They were in various modes of dress. All of them
had on PJ's. Some had on different colors, and some of them
didn't have tops on. They were all military-age males, and they
were in a group and they were unarmed. The other ship found

one military-age male, and they were off about 200 meters to

our right, and they chased a guy up. They saw the guy, and he
tried to evade. They came in on him, and the guy saw them coming
in on him, and he just threw his hands up and ran out into the
middle of the open, in this area here (indicating), and was
standing in this open area waving his hands and jumping up and
down and takinc h'.s shirt off to show that he didn't have any
weapons and didn't have an ID card or anything. I said, "Well,
what do we do? What do we do with the guy?" "I don't know. He
ain't got a gun and you can't capture him, so let's go," and flew
off ani left him. There wasn't anything else we could do. We
could have killed him but we didn't or they didn't. They were
in the other ship. . This group that we saw in my ship of about
10, they saw us coming, and they didn't know whether to break
and run or what to do. It had been our experience further south
where we operated that the civilians just ignored you, just com~
pletely ignored you, and that you never had anybody evade unless
they were carrying a gun or unless they were military-age males,
then they frantically evaded. It happened so seldom. You could
fly over literally thousands of people a day, and you wouldn't
see anybody evading, and every once in a while you would come
across someone who evades. We came across this group of 10
military-age males, and they looked like they couldn't decide

if they should break and run. Some of them broke and ran. About
half of the group broke and ran and got into a bunker, and the
other half just walked along sort of forcing themselves to be
casual, and as soon as they got close to the bunker they broke
and ran into it. They loocked to me like they were enemy soldiers,
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and T said "Well, should we try to pop a grenade in there and get
them out or what? They are obviously enemy soldiers. Should we
try to engage them?" The pilot said, "Let's take a pass on it and.
drop a 'Willie Pete.'" So I got a while phosphorous grenade and
tried to drop it into the door of the bunker, and it was almost
impossible. < This guy is a good pilot.

I0: Is this still Warrant Officer HONDA?

A. That's right. If you looked at his record you would
find out that he has a tremendous record.

MR MACCRATE: From which aviation group?'

A. | The 1llth Aviation Detachment. The guy flew over that

bunker at about 65 knots and at about 200 feet. Superman couldn't.
have put a grenade in the door of that bunker. He obviously didn't
- want to put a grenade into the door of that bunker. As we were )
flying away I said - - we only had 3 gallons of fuel. We couldn't:
linger in the area. I asked him, I said, "What's the deal, sir?"

He said, "Well, these people up here have had a pretty rough time,"
and that s all he would say, but I just knew that he knew somethlng
that I didn't. ;
I0: Did you know where you were at that time? ‘

A. I knew the approximate general location. I didn't know:
exactly where. '

Q. Of course, at this time, you hadn't even heard of any- -
thing happening? ‘

A. I knew that it was supposed to be a hot area. We were
scrambled up there four or five times while I was in the section.

Q. Up to this time had you talked to anybody concerning
what had happened in Pinkville?

A, From his attitude and from the absolute desolation of
the area and from the body being down there, I mean, we saw the
body on the way up to support this place, and we saw the people
on the way back. I would have to guess it would have been very,
very shortly afterward, within a week at least.

Q. What time of day did you go up? What time are we
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talking about? Early in the morning? Noontime?

A. It was élmost dark. The sun had gone down by the
time we got back to Duc Pho.
0. When you flew up, I take it you were flying a H-23
at the time?

| A. Yeah, Yeah, I was.
Q. Here's Hill 85, and you were operating in this area

right here. This is where you are talking about. Do you
remember going up in this area or up in this area to assist
a company or unit to lift out of the field, moving up 1n this
area to move out?

A. Once we got up to support that company, I can't say
where they were at. They were moving back to LZ Uptight.
Q. Not to Dottie?

A, No. They were moving to Uptight.

Q. Could they have been lifted out over here in the strip?
A. They were walking out.

Q. They were walking and you were covering them?

A, Right.

Q. Do you remember getting north of Diem Diem River?

A, I can't recall. Show me where Uptight is on there.

Q. Right here, (indicating on Exhibit MAP-1). This is
the p01nt that I am trying to get at. We know when this company
was in and when they withdrew back to Uptight. At least one of
these two were lifted out of there and went back to Dottie, and
it's just a question of trying to fix the location of the area,
and by that we could pretty well tell what company?

A, This is a boundry line here?
Q. This is a road here.
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(Witness was given a brief orientation on Exhibit
MAP-1.)

A. We were somewhere in this same area on this same
mission where we saw the body. I cannot for the life of me
locate it specifically. There are hamlets on one side of
the road and paddies on the other. We were looking out for
these people to see if someone was waiting in ambush, and
as we were flying low and not slow, but we were flying very
low, and at a speed that was slow enough so that we could
distinguish what we were passing on the ground. About 35

meters off the trail, above the trail - -I say above, but
I don't necessarily .uean north, but there was gentle incline
above the trail - - we sighted a man lying down in the grass.

He was sort of lying at the end of a field. We couldn't figure
out what the guy was doing, and we flew over and threw some

gas down pretty close to him. He just played possum, and

we couldn't figure out what in the world the guy was up to.

So as the lead element of the line company came up, we directed
them over to this guy. My ship was hovering. We were covering
him as they approached him, two men. As a doorgunner, you
protect your side of the ship. We were hovering to the right,
but to the left of them. I was the left doorgunner, .
so I was out watching this way, and every once in a while I "
glanced over to see what they were doing. The guy walks up to :
him. This is what the other doorgunner told me. They had bayonets
on, fixed baycnets on their 16's, and whoever this guy was, was :
in point, in the lead element, and he just walked up to the guy
and stuck him *wice. I mean, he didn't stick him. He poked him

a couple time, and the guy flinched, and he fired three rounds

into him. I didn't see it. I heard the three rounds go off, and

I lcoked around and the guy was dead, and here was this guy stand-
ing, and he looks up and goes (gesturing an OK motion with his
hand and fingers). I couldn't believe that I had seen what I

rad just seen. I didn't actually see it, but what had just happenel
The pilot and the other gunner had seen it. The pilot got on the
phone and called the company commander and really raised hell.

Q. You talking again about Warrant Officer HONDA?

A. Yes. He really raised hell. He said, "What the hell
are you guys doing?” He's Jananese. He really, really raised hell
with the guy. The company commander said "Well, let me see," and he
called up the lead element on the phone and got the platoon leader;
and the platoon leader got a hold of the guy, and he said "well,
the guy had a grenade in his pocket, didn't he?' And the guy goes
"Ah, ah, well, I didn't look. I don't know." The company
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commander says, "I thought you told me, I thought (Witness strongly
emphasizes "thought") you told me that the guy had a grenade in his
pocket," and this went on until finally the guy got the idea and
said, "Yeah right." We were so shocked at this. We covered these
guys when they went up. After that, quite honestly we didn't look
very hard for anybody hiding by the trail. If there had been some-
- body hiding along the trail, I'm not sure we would have told them.
. After that, as far as I was concered, they deserved what they got,
but they covered themselves. We went back, and we sat down and
talked about it. Nobody did anything. The way they covered them-
selves, I felt like it was fruitless to attempt to do anything in
that position because we were dealing with an individual act, and
the company commander covered the man. I don't know what company
it was. I know they were withdrawing to Uptight.

Q. And you were providing ground cover for them?

A. That's right. We didn't see anything that was suspicious
except for this man lying there. We couldn't tell what he was

- doing. We tried to get his attention and see what he was doing or
~even get him to look up at us, and the guy wouldn't do it. We would
get close and he would just scrumch up. You could tell that he was
alive and that he knew we were there, but he wouldn't react to us.
So we had these guys come over and see what he was doing, and they
just murdered him right there.

Q. When you wexre down there with the 10 that broke up
into 5 or thereabouts, and the other one where this fellow jumped
up and tore off his shirt and so forth, have you ever been on a
battlefield where there were a lot of people killed?

A. Actually been on the battlefield?

Q. I'm talking about if you know the stench of dead
bodies?

A, No. We had engagements in this aviation section where

we engaged small units of enemy troops and killed some, and we would
and sometimes, and I would get out and pick up the weapons, or one
of the other gunners would get out and pick up the weapons off the
bodies, but never - - .

Q. (Interposing) I'm talking about 2 or 3 days afterwards
where the body gets pretty ripe, you know?
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A, Right, especially over there.

Q. Well, in the event you don't recognize it, you were
right over the general area where some of the activity with re-
spect to the village took place and also in the general area
where we have been told and where we have seen the graves where
guite a few of them were buried. This is the reason I am asking
the question: one, if you recall whether you had seen any fresh
- digging or fresh burials and so forth in the area, and the other
one is obviously dir-~ted at whether or not this would have in-
dicated that these bodies had already been buried by this time?

A. I don't recall any. I would imagine the stench that
would be that heavy by that many bodies would be something that
you would remember.

Q. You would have remembered it. If you were there,
you would have remembered it.

A. I don't recall it.

MR MACCRATE: Mr. RIDENHOUR, you mentioned, in connection with

a stop-the-killing ordexr or something to that effect that you
had been told about that Captain MEDINA had given, that some-
one indicated to you that he went running around the company.

Is that jusc a manner of speaking, or did you get the impression
from someone that he was physically moving around?

A. That was the term that was used and that was the
impression that I had. They said something about his running
around in the comrany and waving his arms. I can't give you

a verbatim reconstruction of the conversation, but it was like
that.

Q. Do YOu remember which of the individuals you spoke
to?

A. I can't honestly say which one told me that.

Q. Because; of course, he did have at his disposal all

the radio equipment of his RTO's available to him to communicate
to anyone, so that it does strike you as a little unusual?

A. Unless he had lost control of his men by that time
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and that the radio wasn't sufficient. That's a possibility, I
guess. And by that time the thing had progressed to the point
where he would have to go on and physically restrain them.

0. When you raised this subject with those who you en-
countered, did you ever run into any antagonism, anything that
was more than someone who was implicated, was involved, just
~pushing you aside?

A. You mean trying to brush me aside on the subject?
Q. Yes?
A, I didn't usually approach it in that manner. I

mean, I wouldn't say in a manner like I was interrogating

‘them. I would usually get invovled in a conversation, and I
would just mention Pinkville you know, "Were you at Pinkville?
Wow, we heard a lot of bad stories about that place.” A lot of
" it would just come tumbling out. ' ‘

Q. Did you find a reluctance to talk about it from
other cases then you have told us about? You indicated in
some of these individuals a reluctance. Were there any others

that you recall whexre there was an affirmative reluctance to
talk about it?

A. Perhaps GARFOLO. He was there. He was in the company,
- and he acknowledge that it happened, that he was present, but he
was not mentioning any details at all. I don't know if he was

the type of guy who didn't talk much or if there was a reluctance.
There wasn't any hostility.

Q. Did you find any desire on the part of anyone other
than BERNHARDT to join you in getting the thing investigated?

A. Frankly, I didn't bring the matter up to these guys

about having it investigated. Other than BERNHARDT, they were
implicated. Other than BERHANRDT, they didn't impress to me any
strong belief that they had any desire to have it investigated.

It was definitely not to their advantage to have it investigated,
and I was a little paranocid myself. I had to go out on patrols with
these people. I was just keeping my mouth shut and my ears open.
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Q. Coming back to the aviation units, I asked you about
the 123d, and you immediately went over to Warrant Officer HONDA,
and I'm not sure that we've focused as yet to whether you had
any contact with members of the 123d Aviation Battalion at Chu
Lai?

A. I had contact with those people in the sense that they
gave us combat support. As far as talking to any of them, no. Two
of the warrant officers who were in the aviation section, assigned
to the 1llth Infantry Brigade, were later transferred to the 123d:
Warrant Officer LEVY and Warrant Offlcer——I can't think of it
right offhand.

Q. But these were men who moved from Duc Pho to Chu Lai
rather than the other direction?

A. That's right.

Q. Did you talk with anyone in the 174th who was at

Duc Pho?

A. ' Not about that. We didn't have very much contact with
the 174th. They were right next dcor, but they sort of kept to
themselves and we kept to ourselves. I can't ever remember having

a conversation other then, "Hi, how are you? Give me a beer," you
know, in their club.

Q. But, you never heard any discussion among them of any-
thing that had gone on at Son My Village?

A. No, I Aidn't. Not to my recollection anyway, and it
was the sort of thing that I probably would recall.

Q. You seemed to have had your ears open.

A. Yes, I had my ears>open. I would have recalled it, I
believe. '

I0: Do you recall at any time having heard that one of

the pilots from the 123d had observed this and had reported it?
A. That was what I considered a rumor. To me it was

a rumor. Who knows how many people discussed it before it got
to me, and as far as I was concerned it was a rumor. You know
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how the grapevine goes. Some of it is dependable and some of
it is not. I didn't kncw.

- MR MACCRATE: Do you know where you got the rumor?

A. I cannot say. I cannot recall where I got the rumor.
I just know that somewhere along the line it filtered into me.

- Somewhere along the line I picked up this story that the warrant
officer had seen what was going on, had objected vigorously over
the radio, had complained, and said he was going to file a com-
plaint and report it, et cetera. The rest of the story went on
that returned to his base that night and had done that, and the
story that I got was that he was killed in action the next day
or within the next week or something of that sort. Hearing a

story like that you could see - - BERNHARDT had heard this story
too.
Q. Is BERNHARDT the one that told you that?

" A. I don't think he is. He could have, but it seems to

me that I heard it before that. It also seemed to me that he was
familiar with it. Stories like that will make you very reluctant
to talk about it.

Q. . We've run into a curious phenomenon of how many people
seem to have know nothing about any of these rumors or to have had
no awareness. Some were in positions such as yourself, where you
get different exposures, and yet, they have told us that they have
nothing that suggested anything to them. They can't recall any
rumors. How common were rumors of this sort around Duc Pho at

that time?
A, Around Duc Pho at which time?

Q. | This is in the following months. You remained, I
say Duc Pho - -

A. (Interposing) I went to Chu Lai for 4 months, and at
the end of August I returned to Duc Pho and I spent the great
majority of the time that I had left up through November at Duc
Pho.

Q. But in April, and May, for example, you were in Chu
Lai, both months?
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A. I was in Chu Lai from May, all of May and then I
went to Recondo School at around the 7th, 8th, or 9th of June.
I returned from Recondo School. I was back 4 days from Recondo
School; that's 21 days. '

Q. Where 1is the school?

A. Recondo School is in Nha Trang. It is the 5th Special
Forces. I was back from Recondo School for 4 days, and I came

down with malaria. I was in the hospital with malaria from about
the 27th or 28th of June until I was released on the 13th or 1l4th -
of July. I returned to Chu Lai on about the l6th. I went on R & B,
I believe, on the lst of August. I returned on the 7th, and I :
went on a mission on the next day.

Q. Can you place in this time frame that you have just
covered for us when you were hearing these rumors of this sort
about the warrant officer, pilot, and his accusations?

A. I just don't know. All I know is somehow along the
way I heard this rumor, and how I got it or came by it, I just
don't know, and it was that vague that I just didn't credited {
it with very much. It seemed to me like it was very probably y
Jjust another story, the way they build up and you get stories. '

Q. v The ending of the story wasn't very reliable. What :
went before it may have been more reliable.

A. ' Yes.

COL ARMSTRONG: Let's go back to the incident where you were
protecting this company moving north and these two men who shot
this man? :

A. We weren't protecting just the point. We were pro-
tecting the whole company.

Q. You stated that after the incident you overheard the
captain investigating this over his radio?

A. No. Our pilot got on their command net, or maybe he
was already on their command net, I can't recall. He was talking

to the captain or the platoon leader and was raising hell with him.
I mean really, really screaming at him over the radio about this
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incident, about the murder of this guy who was just laying there.
I mean the guy just sterped back and blew him away. Whoever it
was that Mr. HONDA was talking to questioned somebody else by
radio, eitherxr the platoon leader or that man.

I0: You could hear him talking?

A, Yes, I could hear him talking. We were always tuned
in on their - -

Q. (Interposing) It would have to be a PRC-25, because
I don't think you could have communication w1th the ground troops
with a PRC-8 or a PRC-9.

A. Yes, sir. Right.
COL ARMSTRONG: You could overhear this conversation?
A. ' That's right.

Q. So you were_quoting this rather than what somebody
had told you was the subsequent conversation?

A. That's right. This conversation I overheard. Whoever
it was that was on the other end of the radio that Mr. HONDA was
talking into called somebody else, and this exchange occurred. I
can't quote it exactly, but it was along the line of, "He was an
cnemy, wasn't he? He was armed. He had a grenade in his pocket,
or something like that.

I0: Do you by chance remember the callsign that he was
using? Did he use something like Coyote Charlie 62

A, I just can't remember. We were constantly on everybody's
command nets, and they change about once a month. After I started in
the long range patrol, I personally had a call number, and it changed
once a month or once every 2 weeks or whatever, and I just couldn't
say. :

I0: The hearing will recess at this time.

(The hearing recessed at 1245 hours) 29 January 1970.)
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(The hearing reconvened at 1335 hours, 29 January

1970.)
I0: The hearing will come to order.
RCDR: The following named persons are present: LTG PEERS,

MR WEST, MR MACCRATE, MR WALSH, COL ARMSTRONG, COL FRANKLIN,
and MAJ LYNN.

Sir, the hearing recalls Mr. RIDENHOUR. Mr.
RIDENHOUR, you are reminded that you remain under oath before
this hearing.

10: Before we go on any further, I wonder, Mr. MACCRATE,
if you have any questions based upon this morning that you'd
like to address to Mr. RIDENHOUR?

MR MACCRATE: I have nothing further at this time.

I0: Mr. RIDENHOUR, after you had assembled all this in-
formation it should have been pretty obvious to you that you

had a bear by the tail and quite a bit of information concerning
what had transpired there. Can you tell me, explain to me your
thought process behind taking a course of action you did as op- .
posed to, let's say, taking it up with military authorities 1like
General WESTMORELAND or any of the other people who could have
been available to you?

A, "I .did.. I took it up with military, administration,
and congressional authorities, simultaneously. Military author-.
ities received copies of the letter, as did administration au-
thorities, as did congressional figures.

Q. Well, I understand that, but I'm thinking back in
the time when you were still in theater and this information
was still very fresh in your mind, and, on the one hand, you
could have gone to the headquarters of the Americal Division.
You could have, in fact, gone to III MAF, or you could have
gone down to MACV in Saigon.

A. In the frankest of terms, Lyndon Baines JOHNSON was
still Pre51dent. I didn't trust his sincerity. I did not trust

the man’s sincerity. I wasn't altogether sure of what would hap-
pen to it if the Army got hold of it. And they were the only
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onés who knew about it. I felt that it's a relative thing.
You're working with people. The right people get it, then
positive action will be taken. If the wrong people get it, no
action will be taken. That's the way any organization works.
It just depends on who gets it. I had no idea who the person-
alities involved would be. I felt that the only way that I
would be able to insure myself of any success would be to send
" a letter out to a variety of people and hope that just one of

them would press for action. And as it turned out, there were
~a hell of a lot who didn't press for action.

Q. Well, you see, the reason I'm asking this--you're
probably wondering why I'm asking such a direct and blunt
gquestion, and it is--is the fact that I commanded the forces
in First Field Forces in II Corps, and in my judgment, all I
would have to hear is about somebody getting. nicked by a piece
‘of artillery or anything, and we had it investigated, because
this was generally the policy under which we operated and
which I understood was General WESTMORELAND's policy. And we
“could ask other people. Colonel FRANKLIN worked with the 173d
Airborne Brigade just to the south of you and in upper Binh

- Dinh during this period. He was very well aware of this.

It's my general impression that all of the people, the Ameri-
cans, within II Corps understood this. The thing that con-
cerns me a little bit is having that attitude, which I think
we did have, and this isn't to say something might not have
happened. But at least what we tried to implement--in the
‘discussion here this morning I find that--of course, you're
talking about down at the company, you're talking about down
at the soldier level and not up at the headquarters--but the
indication seems to be that there was more than a little bit
of this going on. If I interpret what you're saying correct-
ly, part of the judgment in your decision was based upon the
fact that you had heard from other people that investigations
had been conducted and nothing had come of it. WNow, does this
sort of bring things into focus with what I'm concerned about?

A. Yes, definitely. There are a multiplicity of dif-
ferent forces that affected me. One of them was, obviously,

my close relationship with a lot of these people. As I said,

I was very, very close to TERRY. It's a pretty heavy thing
whenever you turn in somebody that is that good, that close a
friend of yours, for murder. And that is the way I had to

look at it. The fact that it really didn't look like, at least
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in our division, at least with the information that I had at
hand, that the people in the command structure who were in a
position to take action; it didn't look as if they were wil-
ling to take action.

I0: That is, from your vantage point.

A. That's right. That's from my vantage point. I
was a spec 4, a PFC to spec 4. And I didn't have a whole lot
of trust in the Army, especially after some of these things
happened. And I was told bluntly from time to time that if
accidents occurred, don't worry about it, because we'll cover
you. Fortunately, we never had any accidents occur in my
unit. But nevertheless, I couldn't help feel that this was a
policy that was all-pervading within the division, and every-
body was covering everybody's ass. That's the first thing
that you learn when you go in the Army, now. We didn't learn
"don't volunteer." We learned "cover your ass."

Q. Major LYNN, get me, also, 525-3, will you?
(I0 confers with Recorder.)

As a bit of background for you, Mr. RIDENHOUR, so
that you '11 understand how I feel on this thing, and how I not
only feel, but how I know General WESTMORELAND felt about it,
I'd like to acquaint you with just a couple of documents which
we have already had entered into our record. One is MACV Di-
rective 25-3, which is dated 14 October 1966. The title of it
is, "Mlnllelng Noncombatant Battle Casualties." I think you
may find it useful to take a minute or so and review that doc-
ument (Exhibit D-6).. This is the policy directive which is
still in force by General WESTMORELAND. Everytime he'd visit
my headquarters and any other headquarters, he discussed this.
It leaves no doubt in my mind but what the intention here is
to protect the civilian. In line with that, I'll show you a
couple other documents. Here's one which is dated 27 April
1967. It's Directive 20-4, which has been entered into the
record as Exhibit D-1. I don't think you'll have to read all
of this document, but I would call your attention to just a
couple of things in. the document: on the first page, para-
graph 2. And I think maybe from your point of view it might

'be essential to read paragraph 1, too. Now skip over to the
second page and look at paragraph 5a, which I think is most
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pertinent, and then just skip through the rest of paragraph
5, which I think will give you the general background of it.
Well, I think it points out the emphasis that is being placed
upon it, and paragraph Sa, whether we put this out properly
or not so it gets down to all the people, this is a different
question, but the intention is indicated. "It is the respon-
sibility of all military personnel having knowledge or re-
ceiving a report of an incident or act thought to be a war
crime to make such incident known to his commanding officer
 as soon as practicable." This also is part of the reason why

we've been addressing questions to you this morning concerning
your training and what has been put across, because the bri-
gade in Hawaii was trained based upon documentation which had
been picked up in South Vietnam. Do you have any questions
concerning these documents at all?

A. No.

Q. I'd like just to show you another one because I
think it is important that you really know what the policy was
as far as General WESTMORELAND and his command is concerned.
- I have here a letter dated 21 February 1968, which I'd like to
have entered into the record as an exhibit. It is from Gen- '
eral WESTMORELAND to General Cao Van VIEM, who was then the
Chief of the Joint General Staff; in other words, he headed
the Armed Forces of the Republic of South Vietnam.

RCDR: This letter will be entered into the record and
marked as Exhibit M-82.

I10: _You will notice that through his letter, he indi-
cated that he was going to attach a copy of a message which he
had dispatched to the U.S. Forces. This has already been en-
tered into our record as Exhibit M-48, and I think it would b
worthwhile to be familiar with that as well. :

A, This is attachod to this?

Q. Yes, this was attached to that. But it also is a
message that went out, as you can see, from COMUSMACV, Comman-
der of U.S. Forces, Military Assistance Command, Vietnam, and
that MACV means to all commands within South Vietnam, all U.S.
commands. So this had been sent to everybody, clear down to
province advisory level. The point is that in my view there

(RIDENHOUR) 51 APP T-266

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

were ample instructions and there was ample policy and so
forth out on the thing. But the fact remains that it wasn't
getting down to some people. Later on, we'll probably come
back and ask you some of your personal thoughts about how this
might be improved, you having been down on this working level,
the man behind the rifle, so to speak. This is the kind of
appreciation we would like to have. Before we do that, I'm
sure we have some other questions that people would like to
address to you. Mr. MACCRATE?

MR MACCRATE: I'd like to get a little further feel of your
observations within the 1llth Brigade and the attitudes there,
if we can. Perhaps going down to Charlie Company again, did-
you get any feel from your associations there that there was
a rather callous attitude about the treatment of women?

A, Yes. Well, in my conversations with GRUVER, and
with many men throughout the brigade, I came to the conclusion
that rape was not at all unusual. In fact, it was committed
by a great many members of our forces over there, probably.
How can you put a percentage on it? Not a majority of the
members of the companies, but too large a minority, too large
a minority. :

Q. Did you get the feeling that it was more common in
some companies than others?

A. Yes, sure.

Q. Did you get the'impression that some company com-
manders took an interest in this sort of thing to see that it
didn't go on, as far as they could?

A. Not so much that they took an interxest in it. The
impression that I got from the people I talked to is that the
officers looked away if they could. Unless the act was so
flagrant and committed almost before their eyes, or even be-
fore their eyes, where they couldn't ignore it, they chose to
ignore it. '

Q. bid your friends in Charlie Company report any-
thing about attacks upon women in this operation in Son My?

A. You mean, that specific day?
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Q. Yes.

A. I can't reca¢l any reports of it that spe01f1c

day. I recall :reports of rapes having occurred prior to that.
" GRUVER admitted to me himself that he had committed rape more

than once. How many times, I don't know. He said--~he almost

boasted about it--if he got horny, he wanted a little, he just
picked out a- llkely little girl in a village and raped her.

~ That was it. Not in those words, but that was his attitude.
That is the general feeling that he expressed.

Q. And did you get any feedback as to the attitude of
any of the officers in Charlie Company?

A. ’ The way these men felt about it or the feeling
that they passed on to me is that the officers didn't care.
The officers didn't care if they wanted to rape a girl. They
just raped her and as long as it wasn' t rlght before their
eyes, they'd ignore it. :

‘;Q. ’ Did you ever hear at any time in thelr operatlons
7 that there had been some real orgies? :

A. : No. ' I have heard stories of that since this all
came out, and, of course, I've been in touch with some news

- people and stuff. I've heard stories of this since then, "gang
- bangs" is the proper term. Prior to that, I hadn't heard of
anything of that sort. I'd heard of like GRUVER, who appar-
ently thought that he could rape any girl that he wanted when
he wanted, and of other people. . He told me that it wasn't an
uncommon event in his platoon, and that he wasn't the only one
- who was doing it. He didn't say John and Joe and Jimmy were
doing it, too. He just expressed the idea that there were
other people d01ng 1t who felt the same way that he did about
it.

Q. I think that's as far as I'll go at this time.

I0: In your previous testimony with the IG, some time
ago actually, I think it was with Colonel WILSON, you had in-
dicated that in checking into this matter that you had also
checked with the historical section of the Americal Division.

Al Yes, let me explain that, and I can't put a date’
on it. Sometime when I was in Chu Lai, at the end of my tour,
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it must have been between 15 and 30 November after I returned
from my 7-day leave. I went down to the division historical
section. There was a captain in there, and I cannot remember
what his name was. He had a Mexican surname, a Mexican-Amer-
ican surname. I gave him some story about I was doing a paper
for one of my college professors and I was doing & paper on
military operations. I had chosen specifically to write on
Task Force Barker and was there anything in there I could look
at? And he said, "Ah, hmm, ah, well, do you have a security
clearance?" And I said, "Secret." BAnd he said okay and gave
me access to this file. There really wasn't anything in it.
There were two short after-action reports, and I cannot remem-
ber the specific dates on them. It seems to me like one of
them was the 16th of March, and it seems to me like that, be-
cause the body count was right. The body count agreed with
the stories that I had been told of 128. The other one was
around the 23rxd, I think. I believe it was around the 23rd

of March of 1968. There wasn't really very much in there.
Obviously, the one that was dated on the 1l6th wasn't written
anything like the way that I had heard the story had actually
gone, how the event had actually happened. The only thing
that really jelled was the body count and the very, very low
number of weapons captured. Those two things clicked, but
other than that, nothing else clicked very much. That's where
I got my coordinates that I sent, off of that sheet.

Q. Did he give you access to any other papers con-
cerning Task Force Barker?

A. He did not. He showed me that file, and that was
all that was in that file that he showed me.

Q. I have here Exhibit R-2, which has been entered

into the record as an exhibit, dated 28 March 1968, Task Force
Barker Combat Action Report. I show you this paper and ask if
. this is one of the papers which you had reviewed at that time.

A. It looks like it. I couldn't say irrevocably that
that is it, but a lot of it clicks, a lot of it clicks. I
-think this is it.

Q. Would you look back to the last page, please.

When you saw this document, did it have this overlay attached
to it? ' ' - '
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A. Yes, I believe that it did. I can't be certain.
It looks familiar, but I can't be certain.

Q. So it's your impression that this is one of the
papers that the historian made available to you then?

A. Yes, that's right.
Q. All right, fine.
A. As I recall.
Q. I have here another paper, Headquarters, Task
- Force Barker, dated 24 March 1968, subject: "Combat Action
Report." This, likewise, has been entered into the record as

an exhibit, R-12. I show this to you and ask if this is the
other report which you reviewed at that time.

A. (After reading aloud to himself from the document)
That's familiar. That I remember. I believe that's it. this
sounds like the operation that I flew cover in. It sounds ‘
very, very close. It sounds like it must have been it. 2And

I remember that's why I was confused, because this jives with
the deal, but it seems to me this operation happened before
that. ' :

Q. Yes. Well, if you'll nétice the--

A, | (Interposing) Yeah, I notice the date.

Q. One is dated the 1l6th.

A, Uh-huh.

Q. The operation itSelf, and this operation, although

the after action report is written on the 24th of March, the
actual date of the operation is the 23rd of February.

A. Oh, oh, I see. Yeah, I didn't see that before; I
didn't see it now. :

Q. Yes, it's in paragraph 2 if you'd look at it.
Right at the top, paragraph 2. ‘

A. " Oh, yeah, yeah.
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Q. And you'll notice that the other one is for the
16th of March. So one is for the 23rd of February, the one
you're looking at now; and the other one, R-2, 1is for the

léth.

A. Yes, sir. I didn't catch the discrepancy in the
date there before. I saw the date on top. That's what it
was.

Q. Good. Do you have anything, Mr. MACCRATE?

COL FRANKLIN: Mr. RIDENHOUR, you mentioned to General PEERS
that you didn't report this through military channels because
you didn't have much confidence in the Army. I assume your
impressions of the Army come from your own experiences in your
own outfit. Just what was your feeling towards your Army ser-
vice in the 1llth Brigade and the men that you served with and
the training that you received?

A. What do ybulmean "What was my feeling towards--
Q. (Interposiné} Were you proud of the 1lth Brigade,
or are you ashamed of the 1llth Brigade?

A. I'11l say at- this point, I don't see how anybody
can be proud of the 1llth Brigade. I'm not proud of the 1lth
Brigade. I took pride in the particular unit I was in, but

I didn't see it as part of the 1llth Brigade. I would say
that this is Primo to the 1llth Brigade aviation. And when I
joined long range patrol, it was the same way. I didn't

feel that I was in the best unit in the Army or that I was in
the best division in the Army. I felt that I was in E Com-
pany, 5lst Infantry, Long Range Patroel, and that I was doing
a difficult job and doing it well and that the people that I
worked with, the majority of them, were doing the same thing,
or trying. There were some who weren't, and that's the way
any organization of any size anywhere that I've ever been or
had any contact with works. It depends on your individuals,
and you're not going to get 100 percent good individuals. .
You get some good; you get some bad; and you get a great ma-
jority that are in the middle.

Q. Well, specifically, you didn't have any faith in

the Army. Would you translate this into just what or whom
you didn’t have faith in and why you had this feeling?
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A. It began, I think, when I was in AIT, advanced in-
dividual training. It's a very long story, but we had a case
of misrepresentation where the commanding officer backed up an
NCO who had made a mistake, and he backed him up because he
was an NCO. And whenever I complained about it, it was not
just myself, but a great many other people, there was a great
deal of pressure put on us to keep our mouths shut, don't make

-/ waves. I ended up on area restriction for a good time to

come. I think I had 5 weeks left in the company, and I didn't

: " receive very good treatment after that. And the thing about

it is that I was right, in this particular instance. There
were instances in the Army when I was wrong; I got burned for
it, and that's the way it was. I was wrong and I got burned.
But in this instance I was right, and I got burned. And that
gave me, not a general distrust, but it made me view much of
the Army with a wary eye. When I got into Primo, when I was
in the 70th Infantry Detachment, Long Range Patrol, in Hawaii,
we had a squared away company commander, and he was a good man
- and he was a fair man. I had no complaints. Captain CLARK
was the company commander of Long Range Patrol, E Company,
51st Infantry, and I had no complaints. There were a lot of
people who did, but I wasn't one of -them. I felt that he was
doing a good job under the conditions. When I was in Primo,
we had a couple of NCO's who were not very sympathetic towards
me. I wasn't very sympathetic towards them.. I made a great
deal of my own trouble in that particular unit. It developed
from a misunderstanding because the four to six gunners were
in very close contact with the officers. The officers, in-
stead of going through their NCO's, came directly to us with
the things they wanted us to do and how they wanted us to con-
duct our duties. They didn't pass this information on the
NCO's. The NCO's would think we were supposed to be on some-
thing else and we had already been told by the officers some-
thing else. We told the NCO's that we had other orders, and
from the very beginning this started off a bad situation. The
NCO's got ticked at it, and it got worse. It just started off
a bad thing. It was like a sore; it festered and festered and
~got worse and worse, to the point where finally there was no
good or friendly oxr compatable cooperation between the NCO's
and the enlisted men in that unit, particularly between the
NCO's and myself. As -a result, I left the aviation section
because I was asked to leave, not because I wanted to leave,
because I was asked to leave. And it was a result of an inci-
dent that these NCO's arranged so they knew I'd react in a
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certain way, and I did. And they had grounds to ask for my
dismissal. They tried three or four other times to get me out
of the unit. I don't know. You can say that it's my fault;
you can say that it's their fault. I think it was their fault
and my fault. It was as much mine as it was theirs. Four
months later the same two NCO's were booted out of the unit,
so I don't know what to say. That's part of the basis of it.

Q. - You had a problem with NCO's in your AIT, and you
" had a problem with your NCO's in your company, but you men-
tioned some officers that were pretty straight.

A. Well, some were-—-

Q. (Interposing) Did you trust some of your officers?
Those that you dealt with, your company commander, Captain
CLARK, for example? Couldn't you tell Captain CLARK some al-
legations of the type that you received, these six or seven
friends of yours? What do you think he would have done with
them?

A, I think he would have reported them. I trusted
Captain CLARK, and I had faith in him. I thought he was a
good officer and a good man. If I would have thought that he
could have taken these allegations and carried them through,
and that was the only consideration I had at that time, I
would have brought it to'him. I didn't think that he could,
because, after all, he was 'a captain and this investigation
that I had heard about at that time was conducted by a lieu-
tenant colonel oxr by a full colonel. What I had heard of it,
it had got no place, so what's a captain going to do when a
colonel hasn't done anything?

Q. Just overall, how do you look back on your Army
service, apart from this, and certainly no one is proud of
that. Just look back on the time you served in the Army.

A. How do I look on it?
Q. Yes.
A, It was a learning experience. I look on some

parts of it as being good and rewarding, and I look on other
parts of it as being not so good. When I was in the aviation
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gsection, I can look back at parts of it that aren't separated
by 10 minutes where one part is just--I certainly could have
spent my time elsewhere and never missed anything, and, of
course, it was a rewarding experience. It's not black and
‘white. It's like salt and pepper all mixed together with all
the various shades of gray. It's not possible for me to make
a broad generalization--it was a "good experience" or a "had
experience." It was a learning experience. It was something
I had to do. I did it, and it's over with. I feel I'm a bet-
ter man for it. '

Q. Then your feelings toward the Army are the same
-mixture of good and bad?

A, Certainly, because the Army is people, and when

you deal with people, you deal with all the different varieties
of people. You're going to get all the different var1et1cs of
reactions. At least I did.

Q. Thank you.

I0: ~ Well, let me ask you a couple of épecifics, be -
cause I would be interested. I know that after you finished
your AIT, after a short break, you went into airborne train-
ing. :

A, | That's right.

Q. How did you enjoy that training?

A, ‘ Well-- |

Q. (Interposing) I'm not airborne, so this won't hurt

my feelings one way or another,

A, It was a good experience. I like jumping. I

didn" t like going out all day long, the 2-week tralnlng period
you go to before that, which is so physical. I wasn't in vexy
. good shape when I went, so I didn't like it because it hurt;
it hurt. And the heavy, heavy discipline that they use-~-1I
stayed straight, so I didn't have to bother with it too much.
We had some Marines there, a Marine unit that went in as a
unit. Whenéver one of the NCO's dropped one Marine, the whole
group dropped. And they had those guys doing hundreds of
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pushups at a time, because, when I drop you, you other guys
are supposed to stay up and stand at attention. But these
guys got a lot of spirit. They dropped one of them, and
they'd all go down. So they probably look back on it with a
little more jaundiced eye than I do, I would imagine.

Q. Well, I would think, having gone through that,
that you got a degree of satisfaction out of it.

A, Oh, ves, certainly.

Q. Yes. Now, another bit of training that you went

through, which was initially for 2 weeks and was later ex-
tended to 3 weeks, was the Recondo training down at Nha Trang.
How'd you like that training and the esprit that you ran into
in that group?

A. Pardon me?

Q. How did you appreciate the esprit that you ran
into with the 5th Special Forces Group, the training section
of it there in Nha Trang? \

A. Honestly, the group that I went through with, we
didn't get too much esprit from the forces people. They were
just there doing a job, and they were sort of, "Bull shit.
Okay, you guys, get up-and do pushups. It's 4 o'clock al-
ready. How come you're not out of the tent?" They were just
doing a job. I didn't see too much esprit rubbing off from
them. Some of the units had a lot of esprit. The Marines,
again, had a lot of esprit. The Korean soldiers had a lot of
esprit. Some of the divisions had a lot; some didn't. It
just varied within the division, depending on which group of
people that come from each division. :

I0: We will take a short recess.

(The hearing recessed at 1420 hours, 29 January
1970.)
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(The hearing reconvened at 1425 hours, 29 January

1970.)
I0: The hearing will come to order.
RCDR: All persons present when the hearing recessed are

agaln present.

I0: Well, I want to just say that I'm an Army officer
with 34 years of experience. Although I know that the Army is
made up of people, and we have to be able to handle and to
"manage all different kinds of people, it has been my experi-
ence that an effective command, irrespective of the makeup of
its people, gets them to respond. Very frankly, even though
this is my task to do this job that I'm doing, I'm very dis-
tressed to do what I am doing because I've been very proud of
our Army and what it stands for and what I stand for within
the Army. I'm sure that this is what Colonel FRANKLIN was al-
luding to, because we do have these extremely high standards.

- I just can't understand anything that deviates from it. So
the questions we're discussing here, as far as I'm concerned,
are extremely important questions. Mr. RIDENHOUR, subsequent
.to your return to the States, and as you have indicated in
you testimony, you have talked to several people about the
best way to get this situation brought to light so that you
could make sure that it would be investigated and investigated
properly. You addressed some letters to various individuals.
I have here a copy of the letter which you addressed, dated
29 March 1969. I would ask you to review that briefly to see
if that's the letter which you drafted. I would like to have
this letter, dated 29 March 1969, entered into the record as
an exhibit. ,

(The witness did as requested.)

RCDR: This letter will be entered 1nto the record as an
exhibit and marked M-83.

I0: Can you tell us, Mr. RIDENHOUR, how many of these
letters you sent out, and, although you may not remember the
exact names that you sent them to, generally who you addressed
them to.

A. ' In the original batch I had a hundred copies made.

I mailed 30. I sent one copy to the Joint Chiefs; a separate
copy to General Earl WHEELER; a copy :
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to the President; a copy to the Secretary of State; a copy
to the Secretary of Defense; a copy to each of the chaplains
in the House and the Senate.

Q. Each of the what?

A. Chaplains.

Q. Chaplains.

A. Of the House and the Senate. I sent a copy, one

each, to the three Representatives from Arizona, and one each
to the two Senators from Arizona. The remaining copies went
to Senator Edward W. BROOK; Senator Everett M. DIRKSEN, now
deceased; Paul FANNIN from Arizona; FULBRIGHT; GOLDWATER from
Arizona; Jacob JAVITTS; Edward KENNEDY; Russell LONG; Eugene
MCCARTHY; George MCGOVERN; Mike MANSFIELD; Edmond MUSKIE;
Charles PERCY; William PROXMIRE; Abraham RIBICOFF; Richard
RUSSELL; Stuart SIMINGTON; Shirley CHISHOLM; Speaker MCCORMACK;
John RHODES of Arizona; Mendel RIVERS; Sam STEIGER of Arizona;
and Morris UDALL of Arizona; and the two Chaplains names are
Edward Gardiner LATCH and Edward L. R. ELSON.

0. What was the first reaction that you received
from these letters?

A. The first reaction I received was a telephone

call from Roger LEWIS, who is the administrative assistant of
Mr. UDALL, Morris UDALL's office, from Arizona. I believe
the letters went out on a Wednesday, and the call came

Friday about noon, 1 o'clock Phoenix time.

Q. Yes. Subsequent to that time, when were you
contacted by the military?

A. I believe my first contact with the military was
a letter dated, I think, 12 April, from Colonel John G. HILL.
I received it on the 16th of April.

Q. Before I go ahead, do you have any questions any-
body? As you know, Mr. RIDENHOUR, I think you can gather

from what we've talked about here, we're going into every
single aspect of this thing trying not to leave a stone un-
turned for very obvious reasons. And amongst other things,

of a recent date we've obtained a copy of a more recent letter
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which you have addressed. This is dated 19 January 1970, and
this copy happens to be addressed to the Honorable Eugene J.
MCCARTHY. I would refer this to you and ask if this is a
copy of the letter which you had addressed?

A. It is.

Q. ' May I ask what your central theme in writing this
letter is? o

A. ' The central theme?
Q. Bs.
A. It is that Lieutenant CALLEY is thus far the only

officer who has been arrested or charged, and it is not my
belief that he is the only officer involved.

Q. . Yes, well, of course, that's what it says here.
You've been aware of the fact that we are in the conduct of
this investigation. We have not, certainly, published our
- findings or even turned our findings in to the Secretary of
the Army or to the Chief of Staff. But I can say that we are
‘going to make sure that every aspect of this particular in-
cident, the reporting of the incident, the investigation of
the 1n01dent, and all aspects with respect to any possible
cover up are going to be checked into. Now, I don't know
what response you're going to get from Mr. MCCARTHY, but I
think it is well for you to know the extent to which we're
going and, I would think, the expertise that we have on this
-group that is investigating. At no time do we want it felt
by the American public, or otherwise, that in the conduct of
this investigation that we're not going to have 100 percent
objectivity as far as the United States Army is concerned and
as far as the American people and our government is concerned.
. I'd like to have this letter of 19 January 1970 entered into
“the record as an exhibit.

RCDR: This will be entered into the record as an exhibit
and marked M-84.

I0: MR. MACCRATE7

MR MACCRATE: Mr. RIDENHOUR, did you send a copy of M—84 to
the Secretary of Defense?
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A, No, I did not.

Q. It was reported that none had come in. We were
not sure whether it had been lost or was delayed in delivery
to us.

A. No, I had not. The thing that prompted this

letter is obviously the apparent lack of emphasis, or any
investigation, on the people other than these enlisted men.

It was at that time and is at this time my feeling that the
incident would have never happened had not somebody given an
order for it to happen or order that they fully realized

would be interpreted in such a manner. I made some calls
before I wrote the letter, attempting to find out just what
the drift of the investigation was. Obviously, your hearings
‘are behind closed doors, as they should be. Nevertheless, I
couldn't find out anything as to whether or not the officers
‘were being thoroughly investigated. I didn't feel and I don't
feel, especially from my vantage point in this overall situ-
ation, that I can be true to myself or to everybody that I
have involved in this thing by reporting it unless I insure
myself that it has been gone into thoroughly. I attempted

to find out before the letter was written if it was made.

I got no response. I got no response at all.

Q. '~ May I ask who you were in contact with?

A, I spoke to Colonel WILSON. He told me, as he
obviously had to, that he could not make any statement. He
couldn't give me any information, but that you were investi-
gating the original investigation and the subsequent lack of
results of the investigation; and that the rest of it was
being handled by, not by your office, but by the criminal
investigations division. I took that information and went
to Congressman UDALL. His administrative assistant informed
me that they were not. able to get any information from the
Department of the Army. He suggested that I write a letter
that listed what I thought were weak points or points that
should be brought up, that should be covered, that should be
gone into and send it to them, and that they would subsequently
take action. I did, and I also sent the letter to others.

Q. How many of these did you send out?
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‘A.: ' I sent out nine, altogether.

Q. ‘Nine. Mostly to Congressmen and Senators?

A. That's right.

0. I'm sure that you recognize that we are not going

into the criminal aspects.

Q. As it was put out by the press, this part is being
handled by the office of the Provost Marshall General, through
the Criminal Investigation Division. I'm sure you know that
one of the problems that we're faced with is the fact we're
talking about something that took place 2 years ago, roughly,
22 months. If we would have had the people on the scene at
the time, wheels could turn rather rapidly. But when you're
trying to refresh memories on the one hand and where you have
'people spread throughout the world on the other, the wheels
don't turn quite so fast. That's one of:the problems that

_we have encountered, and it's one of the problems that I'm
sure the CID is encountering before they can actually complete
any investigation which they have concerning any individuals,
‘until such time as they can get enough information to defi-
nitely know that they have a justifiable case. That, I think,
explalns the slowness of the process. But from my point of
view, and I'm speaking only for myself, these lawyers here and
people from' the General Counsel's office know more about this
than I do as far as how long that it takes justice and so
forth, but I think when this thing is completed there'll be
absolute justice with respect to the individuals, our Army,
and our Country. I want to talk about one point for just a
minute because I am a little concerned about this. 1I'd like
‘to get back and talk about the 1lth Brigade. From what you've
indicated here, as I would interpret what you're saying, when
it came over, the l1llth Brigade seemed to me to be a pretty
rough tough outfit. They were ready to go tactically. And
they'd take and clear out anything in front of them to achieve
their mission. This is the sort of a picture I get. Is this
the kind of outfit we have here, or did we have a degree of
sophistication in this outfit? ' :

A. ' I can't honestly say. I know that théy were
rushing men into the unit up to the last day to
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get it up to strength. I'm obviously not a military expert,
but it seemed to me that it would be difficult to have that
type of brigade that you have described, to build that type
of brigade, in the manner that they were hustling the 1llth
Brigade together. I know that my unit, just prior to being
disbanded, was at not quite, I think, 50 percent strength.
And quite frankly, we had good people; we had good people.
We weren't ready, though, to go to Vietham and to go out on
long range patrol missions. We weren't prepared.

Q. You mean your training hadn't been completed or
your organization hadn't been completed?

A. Well, both training and organization.
Q. OJT, huh?
A. That's what it would have been, very definitely.

And long range patrol is a pretty hairy business when you go
on OJT. It's a pretty hairy business anyway.

MR WEST: Mr. RIDENHOUR, there's a few things I want to get
into or to dispose of. First, we have talked to the majority
of the men in Charlie Company who went out on that operation
on the 16th of March, the one everybody calls My Lai (4), and
with one or two possible exceptions, I've talked to everyone.

I think I asked everyone the question, "Why was this not re-
ported?" I got a variety of answers. I got the feeling from
some of the men that they were men serving their obligated
tours. They were not professional soldiers. I got the feel-
ing that some of them had never really "joined the Army" in a
sense. They were there. They were putting in their time;

they were counting the days. They had not joined the Army in
spirit. As for reporting the thing, they had to live with

the guys the rest of the time. They were not about to start
anything. Is this a valid conclusion I've drawn, would you
think?

A. Yes, I would think that, plus, from all appearances,
very, very many of them are themselves implicated. Those two
factors combined, I think, are a very strong case as to why the
men themselves didn't report.

Q. That is true, although we've talked to some who
really, I'm satisfied did not participate. I think you know
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that this was not known back in this country at all.

A. No, I don't believe it was. I don't believe it
ever got out of divisioi.. Not through channels, I mean; it
may have gotten out of division via people who had been there
and who rotated.

Q. But as far as the word reaching any responsible
official, in my other duties, before this panel was ever set
- up, the first word we ever had of it was—-

" A. (Interposing) Well, I'm satisfied that that's
true. I don't believe it got through division.

Q. Your letter came through. The IG investigation
started; then it moved forward. In regard to the men who
could possibly have been implicated, it's rather remarkable
of the people with whom you talked: TERRY, PEDRICK, GRUVER,
DOHERTY, LACROIX, TORRES, GARFOLO, and BERNHARDT. We've
talked to BERNHARDT and Sergeant LACROiX. Both of them are
still in the service. TERRY, PEDRICK, DOHERTY, and TORRES
- have refused to appear, and I think they all have counsel.
On advice of counsel, GARFOLO doesn't want to come in. We
haven't pressed him. We're not sure that he has anything
new to contribute. We'xre still trying to get GRUVER to come
in. They have a new address for him.

A. - How much do you know about GRUVER?
Q. Well, I don't think it's appropriate to say?
A. I mean prior to military service. You know that

he knows his way around.
Q._i "Yes. We have his records.

MR MACCRATE: Colonel WILSON did speak with him last May. He
found him at that time.

" MR WEST: I wish we could talk to TERRY. I suspect that the
circumstances are such that—--he never talked to us. Are you
still in touch with him?

A. I'm not, but I could be.
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I0: Where does TERRY live?

A. He lives on Orem, Utah, which is, I believe, a
suburb of Salt Lake City. He attends the University of
Brigham Young, Brigham Young University.

Q. What was the name of the town he lives in?
A, Orem. |
Q. Orem?
A. O-r-e-m, I believe it's spelled.
Q. And he goes to Provo.
MR WEST: We have been in touch with him, but on advise of

counsel, he's refused to come in. We have talked to some wit-
nesses on the basis that they can refuse to answer any
guestions they want to. It's quite understood that we will
‘avoid any subject which implicates them. These people, as

you can understand, do have information which would be help-
ful to us in many particular issues. I mentioned this in

case you might be talking to TERRY. I won't ask you to try

to persuade him, but I did want you to know that we'd like to
talk to him on his terms. Probably, he knows things that
would help this investigation and which we regard as quite
important, without incriminating him. Another subject: my
immediate boss, Mr. JORDAN, Robert JORDAN, the General Counsel
of the Army, would like to talk to you after this session is
completed. General PEERS has given you certain information .
about what he's doing here. Mr. JORDAN is aware of other ac-
tivities of the Army concerning the so-called My Lai incident.
I know he wants to talk to you about them and perhaps this
will get into some of the areas about which you still lack
information.

I0: Getting back to Mr. MACCRATE's question, Mr.
RIDENHOUR, about rapes and so forth which you considered not
completely acceptable, but something that was not unusual
throughout the brigade. Did you ever hear of anybody being
threatened if he told anything or did anything?

A, Reported a rape, specifically?
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0. Yes.

A, I can't recall anything. If I was told something
of that sort, I can't recall. It appears to me that that
would be more or less understood among any observers, espec-
ially in a combat situation like that. If a man will commit
rape, he can get into serious trouble over it.:

Q. In other words, somebody might try to interfere
with it, from reaching its culmination, being threatened with
his llfe, that attitude?

A. No, I didn't hear of anything like that. No, I
honestly didn't. BERNHARDT spoke of rapes and that they were
all too common. ’

Q. - What?

A. All too common.

Q. Yes.

A. TERRY touched on it Lightly..

Q.. TERRY would probably have found it, in your des-
cription, completely repulsive.

A, Oh, very definitely, very definitely. And, like
I say, GRUVER almost boasted about it.

Q. Yes.

A. I can't honestly say what DOHERTY said about it.

It seems to me that DOHERTY was really bothered by the thing.
DOHERTY lived with this thing day and night almost. He lived
with this thing hanging over his head day and night. The guy
was just in mlsery, he really was. I don't know how much of
a role he played in it exactly, other than what TERRY said
and that business with shooting the wounded.

Q. Well, it's extremely regrettable, I think, that
DOHERTY, under those circumstances, had not taken any action,
which you have since learned through the press which was taken
by Warrant Officer THOMPSON. Although he had no hand in it
except that of an observer, he went through the pains of death
in this one.
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A, Who? The warrant officer?

0. Yes. And I'1ll tell you, if anybody in this whole
thing comes through as a knight in shining armor, it's this
warrant officer, above anybody else, somebody that had a con-
science, and did something.

COL FRANKLIN: General PEERS asked you about why you did
this, and I think probably you have been asked this by a lot
of people. BEverybody has driving forces that frequently
hinges to other than personal beliefs. It hinges to a
religion or a belief in the Army in our case, or belief in
country. It's probably hard for you, maybe it's like your
views on the Army, but again if you'd just talk a little
more on why you're doing this. It's pretty frank question,
I would think.

A, When I was in Vietnam, I looked around me after
awhile and I somehow got the feeling as if I had been the
victim of a tremendous fraud. All the things that we're
raised with, all the Boy Scout virtues that every American
kid is raised with, as if I was one of the very few, and at
times it looked like the only one, who ever believed it, who
ever really believed it. The inalienable rights that are
listed, our Bill of Rights, it appeared to me that in Vietnam
those things existed only for Americans and not for all
people. We were not in Vietnam, at least from the attitude
of the soldiers, to maintain the right of the Vietnamese to
determine their own future. We were there to fight a war,
and the Vietnamese could have the country back when we left,
if there were any left, but that didn't seem to be very
material. I think I took this action because I believe in
this country. I believe in everything that it stands for,
that it stands for to me; and this is not, in any way, con-
sistent with this.

Q. The sending out of 30 letters, those names you
read are some of the most prestigious names in our country.
So why do you go to so many of them at one time?

A, Well, perhaps because I was a little bit cynical
about our system. From looking at the results of how many of
them deny ever having received a copy of that letter, there
is a definite amount of evidence that perhaps that cynicism
of mine was well founded, that these people are not the
knights in shining armor that they pretend to be.
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0. May I ask you what you plan on d01ng when you get
through with your education, Mr. RIDENHOUR? What are you get-
ting into?

A. Right now my major is political science, and before
this all came up, I had intended to get a B.A. in political
science and get a PhD in literature and teach in college.

Q. That was before all this came up. Did you change
that now?

A. Well, no. I guess you can appreciate some of the
problems that this has caused my life. I just don't know at
this point what the future holds, other than the immediate
future, and that is that I am going to complete my education.
Beyond that, I can't say. I don't know.

Q. - You say problems. What do you mean problems?

A. ‘Well, for especially the first month, having a
newsman of some type, TV, radio, newspapers, magazines, stand-
ing outside your door. If you don't lock your damned door, ‘
inside your door. You know from the moment you wake up till
~the moment you go to bed. It causes problems. You don't get
much studying done. And a tremendous influx of mail And
just disturbances in my routine. My everyday life is dis-
rupted. Now it's getting back to normal.

- Q. I assume you dislike the publicity and the notor-

- iety, if you will. Now, this last letter you wrote--say that
‘became an item in the newspaper--it would almost renew all of
~ this same business, would it not?

A, Well, I've attempted to keep-it out of the news-
papers. If it gets in the newspaper, I certainly don't want
it to. If it gets in the newspaper, I would hope that the
newspaper would associate it with their own observations, be-
cause I don't want this publicity. I certainly don't need it,
because the reaction of a great deal of the American public
has been black or white. I'm on one side or the other. I'm
not a legitimate villain, and neither am I a legitimate hero.

MR WEST: Do you get a lot of hate mail?
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A, I get some really nasty stuffks Boy, I get some
really nasty stuff. And I get some really good stuff, too.
I get stuff that's really beautiful from people. So you
have to weigh it.

I0: Anybody else have any questions?

MR MACCRATE: Have you any leads to give to us that you
haven't already furnished? Is there anything else? We have
your letters, of course. We have what you've told us today.
I think you can see what we're trying to do, and if there's
any line of inquiry that you, who have thought so much about
this, and have gotten some really original insights into it
and passed along, any more that you can direct us to, we
would like to hear.

A, In reference to Sergeant ALAPAI and his company,
there's a kid whose name is HUTCHINSON, and I don't know his
first name. His name is HUTCHINSON. He was later trans-
ferred to 1llth Brigade Aviation, Primo. This was after I
left, but when I was reassigned to Duc Pho to operational
control of the 11th Brigade, I spent a lot of time at Primo,
and I got to know this guy, not really well, but well enough
to know that he was in the same company as ALAPAI and that
he knew ALAPAI. So--

MR WEST: (Interposing) Do you remember his grade?
A, He was a spec 4, I believe, spec 4 or PFC.

MR MACCRATE: There are many ways to spell HUTCHINSON.

A. .~ H-U-T-C-H-I-N-S-0-N, as I recall.

Q. Thahk you.

I0: He was assigned to the aviation unit, though?

A, That's right, (inaudible). At least the last

3 months. '

Q. That was the brigade aviation?

A. Yes, I believe it has now merged with the 174th.

It no longer exists.
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MR WEST: As I understand you, he was formerly in either
Alpha or Bravo 3/17?

A. That's right, whichever one ALAPAI was in.
Q. Then he went to Primo?
A. That's right. Check. He was there the last 3 or

4 months that I was in country. Did I say that HUXFORD was
the other doorgunner when we witnessed the murder? I don't
believe he was. If I said that, I don't believe he was.

MR MACCRATE: No, you said he was doorgunner for General
LIPSCOMB. : .

A. Oh, okay. I think HUX was in thé other ship, but

I'm sure that he wasn't my doorgunner.

I0: Well, I'm glad you brought that up. I had another
- question I wanted to ask you.

A. All right.

Q. That slipped my mind. How did these aircraft,

when you went out on a mission like that, how did you operate?
You evidently didn't have any guns to protect you.

A. Yes, we did.
Q. I mean gunships.
A, No, the 23's were armed, the pilot in the middle

and a passenger on each side; well, our passengers were gun-
ners. They had a M-60 machinegun, and we had "mickey-moused"
an ammo box up.

Q. ‘ Did you fly just one ship at a time?

A, o No, we flew in pairs. One flew lead, and one flew
wing. And we sort of contoured very low.

Q. Did you have any heavy gunships up with you to
provide fly high and heavy protectlon°
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A. No. I know that the 123d operated some missions
like that, but we didn't. We just used the two 23's.

Q. Well, that's real helpful. I would like to say
that we're very appreciative of your coming in. I had not
intended to talk this long with you because we had known much
of it before, with the exception of the part which you intro-
duced concerning locating the woman lying alongside the road
and the subsequent activity up north of the Diem Diem River
and the other activity back generally to the north of Hill 85.
Mr. MACCRATE indicated that if there's any additional leads,
we would like to have them. I would like to ask you, with
respect to that particular period, that day when you made the
flight up there, I'm sure that you'll be doing some thinking.
If you think of any additional points that come up, individ-
uals or situations, circumstances, and so on, we'd like very
much to know about them. In such event, it wouldn't be neces-
sary for you to have to make a trip here. We can get somebody
that can visit you to get the information. It would simply be
a matter of getting in touch with Major LYNN or this office.
He'll give you the essential data for contacting us so that we
can take advantage of this. In the same sense, if you do have
or can think of any documents which might be of value to us,
maps, if you know of any photos, for example, of somebody
taking photos on that trip you were on, or anything of this
nature that comes to mind, we'd appreciate being notified
about those, so that we can make arrangements to pick them up.
In which event that you have them, we can have them duplicated
and returned to you in a very short order.. Before I conclude
here, do you have any questions? Anybody else have anything
they'd like to address to him? 1I'll give you this opportun-
ity, Mr. RIDENHOUR, to ask any questions you'd like of this
group or, if you'd like, to enter a statement into the record.

A, No, I have nothing.
Q. The hearing will recess at this time.

: (The hearing recessed at 1507 hours, 29 January'
1970.) ‘
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY

WITNESS: ROBERTS, Jay A.

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 17 December 1969
TESTIMONY TAKEN AT: Pentagon
WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A

COUNSEL: None

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: Combat Correspondent
with the 31st Public Information Detachment of the 1llth
Brigade.

1. PRIOR TRAINING IN THE RULES OF LAND WARFARE.

ROBERTS had training in the rules of land warfare and
Geneva Conventions in basic training (pg. 90), and there
was no question in his mind that the killing of women,
children, babies, and PW's violated these rules (pg. 20).
While in Hawaii prior to going to Vietnam, he attended
several lectures which explained that our objective in
Vietnam was to make friends and win the hearts and minds of
the people (pg. 90). He was informed that we were not there
to destroy the Vietnamese, but to eliminate the communist
threat (pg. 90). He did not recall any specific instruction
on the rules of land warfare given in Hawaii (pg. 90). He
was not famidiar with MACV Directive 20-4 and had no
‘training concerning the reporting and investigating of war
crimes (pg. 91).

2. PREOPERATIONAL PLANS AND BRIEFINGS.

The only briefing received by ROBERTS prior to going on
the operation was that there was going to be a large combat
assault and large fire fight (pg. 4). He did not know of
any of the orders given to the men participating in the
assault (pg. 4). On the mornina of the 1l6th, he spoke with
Captain MEDINA at LZ Dottie who put no limitations on his

activities (pg. 35).
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3. THE ASSAULT ON MY LATI.

a. ROBERTS' observations on arrival at the L3Z.

Since ROBERTS arrived with the second lift (pg. 5),
the artillery prep had ceased (pg. 6). As he approached
the area from the air, he could see smoke and lots of gun-
ship activity below him (pg. 6). However, he could not
remember the gunships actually firing (pg. 6). The LZ was
150 meters from the treeline on the west side of My Lai
(pg. 5). On landing, he heard what sounded like M-16
fire (pg. 6).

-b. Movement with the thirdlplatoon.

(1) Identification of squad and mission.

(a) Identification of the squad.

' ROBERTS believed he went with Sergeant.
WEST's squad (pgs. 4, 86). Although he had no recollection
of WEST's name from the event itself (pg. 4), he knew it
was WEST because of a picture taken by HAEBERLE showing
ROBERTS moving with a squad (pgs. 4, 86). ROBERTS was in-
formed by Lieutenant DUNN that WEST had identified himself
as a person in the photograph when it was shown to him by
the people from the Chicago Tribune (pg. 86).

(b) The mission.

The immediate objective of this urit
was not the village itself, but rather its mission was
to move parallel to the borders of the village in order to
screen the people who were moving out of it (pg. 8).

(2) ROBERTS manner of moving with the squad.

ROBERTS had an M-16 and stayed in the center
of the line somewhat behind everyone else (pg. 16). He re-
mained about 10 to 15 meters from the man on his 1la2ft and
right (pg. 16). Because this was his first combat assignment,
and the first time he had ever been in an area where there
was fire, he was very careful of where he stepped so as

not to trigger a mine (pg. 16). As he moved with the squad,
he made the general observation that the ground had been torn
up by gunship fire (pg. 17). It was not done by artillery

because there were no large shell craters (pg. 17).
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(3) Persons observed running from the village.

Upon arrival, his squad moved up the dikes
and headed in a southeasterly direction toward Hill 85
(pg. 7). It was in line and moving very quickly (pg. 8).
As the squad approached Highway 521, people were observed
running west along the road away from the area of the village
(pg. 8). The unit opened fire upon them at a distance of
75 meters and ROBERTS saw several fall (pg. 8). Because of
the distance, he was unable to determine their combatant
status at that time (pg. 8). Although he did not go up
to them, ROBERTS did move closer and saw three of four
military-age males dressed in black (pg. 9). Part of the
squad chased those who had not been hit in a southerly
direction from the road toward Hill 85 (pg. 9). ROBERTS
marked the position of this action on Exhibit P-174 with
a "1" (pg. 9). C

(4) The firing of a helicopter into a hedgerow.

ROBERTS observed what he believed to be either:
an H-23 or a gunship pop red smoke to mark the position of
some people hiding in a ditch (pgs. 9, 10, 12). The
helicopter was circling the area it had marked at an altitude
of about 50 feet (pg. 12). There was some firing from the
helicopter (pgs. 10, 12). He did not remember if there
was any firing on the ground by that position (pg. 12). The
squad checked the bodies of the persons in the road and
someone in the hedgerow who had been killed by either
the helicopter or the squad and one man came back with a
weapon which might have been a carbine or an M-1 (pgs. 10,
18). ROBERTS marked the location of this action with a
"3" on Exhibit P-174 (pgs. 12).

(5) Observation of a dead woman and girl.

During the above action, ROBERTS went across
the road, up to an irrigation ditch and into a field (pg.
10). On the bank of the irrigation ditch, he saw a woman,

‘who appeared to be hiding, and an eight or nine year old
girl who was either running away or moving about (pgs. 10,
11). On his return,he noticed that both were dead (pg. 10).
The woman could have been dead when he first saw her because
her position had not changed since then (pg. 11). However,
the girl had been running around and when he returned she
was dead (pg. 11). He : could not say for certain that they
were fired upon because he had heard no fire (pg. 10).

These were the first non-military personnel that ROBERTS

(ROBERTS) 3 SUM APP T-23
FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

recalled seeing dead (pg. 10). He did not come within

30 meters of them because by the time he reached the road
the squad regrouped and began moving back toward the LZ

. (pgs. 11, 12). ROBERTS marked the location of this action
with a "2" on Exhibit P-174 (pg. 10).

(6) Further activities of squad.

After regrouping, the squad moved back through
an irrigation ditch (which ROBERTS marked with the figure
"4" on Exhibit P-174) in the direction from which it had
come (pg. 13). He heard some fire which sounded like
carbine fire coming from a distance to the west (pg. 13).
ROBERTS was not sure whether or not his squad was under
fire (pg. 13). The squad noticed a couple of males at a
distance of 75 meters to the west and opened fire on them
(pg. 13). Both men fell but no one went over to check the
bodies (pg. 13). ROBERTS marked the location with a "5" on
Exhibit P-174 (pg. 14). The squad changed direction several
times and at one point came very close to the LZ (pg. 14).

c. Initial movements at the village.

(1) ROBERTS meets MEDINA.

On seeing American soldiers near the LZ,
ROBERTS left the squad and moved to the northwest corner
of the village (pgs. 14, 15). MEDINA was here and ROBERTS
requested an up=date report(pg. 46). This was about 0900
(pgs. 46, 48). MEDINA said that there had been approximately
35 to 40 VC camped in the village the previous night, but
they had left about sunrise (pg. 19). The body count was in
the neighborhood of 84 (pgs. 36, 48). ROBERTS thought that
this was pretty high for only an hour and a half (pg. 36).
MEDINA further stated that B Company had killed eight .
(pg. 46), who ROBERTS assumed were included in the overall
body count (pg. 19). He did not ask about the method by
which these people had been killed (pg. 36). He did not
tell MEDINA about the dead woman that he had seen because
he considered his job to be merely that of an observer
(pg 36). MEDINA told him that t