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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: REID, Joseph M. 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 21 January  1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: ' l l t h  Brigade L ia i son  
O f f i c e r  t o  Task Force Barker .  

1. BACKGROUND INFORMATION. 

The w i t n e s s  was t h e  l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r  from t h e  b r i g a d e  t o  
Task Force Barker  from t h e  end o f  January  u n t i l  t h e  t a s k  
f o r c e  disbanded (pg.  3 ) .  P r i o r  t o  t h a t  t i m e  he was t h e  
commander of t h e  90th Chemical Detachment o f  t h e  l l t h  Brigade, 
t o  which he r e t u r n e a  a f t e r  h i s  t o u r  a s  l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r  and 
remained w i t h  u n t i l  h i s  t o u r  i n  Vietnam was f i n i s h e d  ( p g . 3 ) .  
H i s  d u t i e s  were t o  p i c k  up in fo rmat ion  from t h e  S2,  S3, and 
S4 f o r  t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  and t o  p i c k  up messages and m a i l  from 
t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  t o  be brought  t o  b r i g a d e  (pg.  5 ) .  H e  would 
communicate v i a  a c o u r i e r  h e l i c o p k e r  t h a t  l e f t  from b r i g a d e  
a t  about  0830 hours and dropped him o f f  a t  0900 t o  0930 hours. 

H e  would r e t u r n  t o  b r i g a d e  a t  about  1600 hours .each day 
(pg. 5) 

2 .  PREOPERATIONAL PLANS AND BRIEFINGS. 

The w i t n e s s  a t t e n d e d  b r i g a d e  b r i e f i n g s  (pg. 5 )  . Normally, 
he would g i v e  t h e  in fo rmat ion  he  r e c e i v e d  t o  t h e  S3 who would 
p o s t  it on t h e  board  and b r i e f  t h e  l l t h  Brigade commander 
(pg. 6 ) .  The w i t n e s s  f e l t  he w a s  p r e s e n t  a t  LZ D o t t i e  on t h e  
a f t e r n o o n  o f  15 March, b u t  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  b e i n g  p r e s e n t  when 
o r d e r s  were i s s u e d  by Colonel  BARKER t b  t h e  company commanders 
(pg. 6 )  . H e  f e l t  t h a t  he  was probably  b r i e f e d  on t h e  opera t ion ,  
b u t  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  t h e  s p e c i f i c  i n c i d e n t  (pg. 7 ) .  H e  s t a t e d  
t h a t  i f  t h e  b r i g a d e  commander came, many times BARKER would 
nave on ly  h i s  s t a f f  o r  h i s  immediate commanders p r e s e n t  i n  t h e  
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room and everyone  e lse  would s t a y  o u t s i d e  (pg .  8 )  . The 
w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  f e e l  t h a t  he  was p h y s i c a l l y  p r e s e n t  d u r i n g  
a b r i e f i n g  by Co lone l  HENDERSON (pg .  8 )  . H e  d i d  r e c a l l  
go ing  t o  Mass a s  p a r t  o f  a  memorial  s e r v i c e  b u t  d i d  n o t  
r e c a l l  t h e  name o f  t h e  p r i e s t  ( p g s .  7 ,  8 )  . There  was n o t h i n g  
e i t h e r  a t  t h e  memorial  s e r v i c e  o r  l a t e r  i n  t h e  a f t e r n o o n  i n  
t h e  a t t i t u d e  o f  t h e  men which s t r u c k  him a s  b e i n g  abnormal 
(pga 8 )  

3. WITNESS' RECOLLECTION OF ACTIVITIES ON 16 MARCH 1968. 

The w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  r e c a l l  t h e  pa r t i cu1a . r  
day b u t  d i d  remember a number o f  peop le  l o a d i n g  on h e l i c o p t e r s  
a t  t h e  LZ (pg .  9 ) .  H e  was n o t  s u r e  t h a t  t h e s e  h e l i c o p t e r s  
were l o a d i n g  on 1 6  March (pg .  9 ) .  He s t a t e d  h e  was i n  t h e  
TOC and remembered a l o t  o f  c o n f u s i o n  i n  t h e  c o n v e r s a t i o n  
o v e r  t h e  r a d i o s ,  b u t  d i d  n o t  f e e l  t h a t  i t  was any more t h a n  
normal (pg .  9 ) .  H e  c o u l d  n o t  r e c a l l  t h e  e x a c t  numbers t h a t  
came o v e r  t h e  r a d i o  r e g a r d i n g  enemy K I A  ( p g s .  1 0 ,  11). H e  
remembeted Co lone l  HENDERSON a r r i v i n g  w i t h  some PFJ's 
p g  1 H e  d i d  r e c a l l  Gene ra l  KOSTER a r r i v i n g  and f e l t  
HENDERSON must have spoken w i t h  KOSTER a s  t h e  r a n k i n g  o f f i c e r  
would always go t o  meet t h e  G e n e r a l ' s  h e l i c o p t e r  (pg .  11). 
The w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  know Major WATKE ( p g s .  11, 1 2 ) .  H e  knew 
C a p t a i n  LEWELLEN b u t  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  LEWELLEN t a p i n g  r a d i o  
t r a n s m i s s i o n s  ( p g s .  1 3 ,  1 4 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  know Warran t  O f f i c e r  1 

THOMPSON s o  c o u l d  n o t  s t a t e  i f  THOMPSON had e n t e r e d  t h e  TOC 
(pg.  1 4 ) .  The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  h e  g e n e r a l l y  would n o t  t a k e  
n o t e s  u n l e s s  i t  was a l a r g e  o p e r a t i o n ,  b u t  would u s e  an 
o v e r l a y  o f  h i s  a r e a  t o  make h i s  r e p o r t  t o  t h e  S3 ( p g s .  1 5 ,  1 6 ) .  
The w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  t h e  t o t a l  K I A ' s  t h a t  d a y ,  b u t  
remembered t h a t  t h r e e  weapons were c a p t u r e d  (pg .  1 6 ) .  H e  
s t a t e d  h e  f e l t  t h a t  between 16 March and 17  March t h e  t o t a l  
K I A  f i g u r e  was lower  (pg .  1 7 )  . A f t e r  l o o k i n g  a t  l o g  e n t r i e s  
f o r  1 6  March and 17  March t h e  w i t n e s s  f e l t  t h a t  t h e r e  was a 
h i g h e r  t o t a l  t h a n  128 r e l e a s e d  a t  one t i m e  ( p g s .  1 8 ,  19 )  . H e  
d i d  n o t  recol lect  any q u e s t i o n s  b e i n g  r a i s e d  a b o u t  t h e  f i g u r e s ,  
n o r  d i d  h e  know why o r  i f ,  i n  f a c t ,  t h e y  were r educed  ( p g , 2 0 ) .  
H e  s t a t e d  h e  t h o u g h t  h e  r e c a l l e d  a message b e i n g  g i v e n  to 
keep t h e  t r o o p s  unde r  c o n t r o l ,  b u t  d i d  n o t  know who gave  
t h e  message o r  who r e c e i v e d  i t  (pg .  1 2 ) .  H e  f e l t  t h a t  it was 
a c t u a l l y  a r e q u e s t  t o  move t h e  t r o o p s  i n  a c e r t a i n  d i r e c t i o n  
( p g s .  2 4 ,  2 5 ) .  The w i t n e s s  r e c a l l e d  b r i n g i n g  v a r i o u s  documents 
t o  t h e  S3 shop  t o  have them kyped b u t  d i d  n o t  know i f  e x h i b l t s  
R - 1  and R - 2  were among t h e  documents he  c a r r i e d  (pgs  . 27-30 )  . 
The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  some t i m e  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d  he 
p i cked  up an Army man i l a  enve lope  a t  Son Tinh b u t  h e  d i d  n o t  
know what it c o n t a i n e d  ( p g s , 3 0 , 3 1 ) .  H e  s t a t e d  h e  knew t h a t  Co lone l  
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HENDERSON w a s  i n  t h e  a i r  t h a t  day as w e l l  as Colonel .  
BARKER, b u t  he  d i d  n o t  know i f  Colonel  HENDERSON landed 
t o  speak w i t h  Captain  MEDINA (pg.  2 5 ) .  

4 .  INQUIRIES CONCERNING THE ASSAULT. 

The w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  r eca l l  any c o n v e r s a t i o n s  a f t e r  t h e  
t i m e  of t h e  o p e r a t i o n  about  t h e  i n c i d e n t  o r  d i s c u s s i o n s  as 
t o  what l-ad gone on i n  t h e  area (pgs .  33, 3 4 ) .  

5. OTHER INFORMATION. 

a .  A f t e r  t h e  i n c i d e n t  was r e l e a s e d  i n  t h e  p r e s s  t h e  
w i tnes s- - - s ~ o k e  former L ieu tenan t  DUNN who c a l l e d  him . wi th-

from The khicago Tribune and asked i f  h e  r e c a l l e d  any f a c t s  
about  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  (pg.  4 ) .  H e  f e l t  t hey  w e r e  t r y i n g  t o  
e s t a b l i s h  whether t h e r e  were people  i n  t h e  a i r  d i r e c t i n g  
t h e  o p e r a t i o n  (pg.  2 1 ) .  The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  he  w a s  f r i e n d l y  
wi th  L ieu tenan t  DUNN and s t a y e d  w i t h  him a t  LZ Bronco, b u t  
DUNN d i d  n o t  mention anyth ing  t o  him about  photographers  
s e e i n g  heavy a c t i o n .  (pg.  2 6 ) ,  no r  d i d  L i e u t e n a n t  DUNN o r  
any o f  t h e  people  i n  t h e  PI0  shop mention anyth ing  about 
t h e  o p e r a t i o n  (pg.  34) . 

b.  The w i t n e s s  r e c a l l e d  BEARDSLEY as be ing  t h e  d r i v e r  
f o r  Colonel  BARKER and i d e n t i f i e d  him i n  E x h i b i t  P-68 
(pgs .  22, 2 4 ) .  

c.  The w i t n e s s  knew JOHNSON b u t  d i d  n o t  d i s c u s s  t h e  
o p e r a t i o n  wi th  him (pg.  26) . 

d .  The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  he would send  ae r ia l  s l i d e s  o f  
LZ Dott ie  (pg.  36) . 
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EXII IBITS 

E X H I B I T  
NUMEER DESCRIPTION NOTES PAGES 

(TF-~arkeFlog-14 -18 ;W3--wZT-g-e=3= 
M-16 / March t o  review.  17  

I W i Z - d l a n o t  re-
1 1 t h  Bde TRIDENT,  22 Mar 	 c o l l e c t  DUNN t a l k - 


l n g  w l t h  hlm abouT 

t h e  s t o r y .  

W i t  d i d o t  


S tmt  o f  RODRIGUEZ -	r e c a l l .  

W i t  l d e n t l f e d 
- --I---

P-68 I M i s c e l l a n e o u s  Scene BARKER'S d r i v e r  on 
1 T h e l e f t r n  t h e  

f o r e a r o u n d ,  as 
d 


"BEARDSLEY. " 1  

. 22,23 
HENDERSON 's r e p o r t  w i t h  

R- 1 i n c l o s u r e s .  W i t  d i d  n o t  recal l  
Combat Ac t lon  R e p o r t ,  

R- 2 28 March t a k e n  it t o  b e  
t y p e d .  -'r

Combat A c t i o n  R e p o r t ,  	 W i t  c o u I  no; I 
27-29 

24 March 	 s t a t e  p o s i t i v e l y  

t h a t  he  c a r r l e d  

t h i s  t o  be  t y p e d .  29 


Combat A c t i o n  R e p o r t ,  	 W l t  c o u l d  n o t  
22 March 	 s t a t e  p o s i t i v e l y  


t h a t  he-rried 

t h i s  t o  be  t y p e d .  29 

Used t o  o r i e n t  


W a l l  map 	 t h e  w i t n e s s .  6 
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(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1257 hour s ,  2 1  January 
1970.) 

10: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR : The fo l lowing  named persons  a r e  p r e s e n t :  LTG PEERS, 
MR MACCRATE, COL ARMSTRONG, and MAJ LYNN. 

S i r ,  t h e  n e x t  w i tnes s  i s  M r .  Joseph M. REID. 

(MR R E I D  w a s  c a l l e d  a s  a w i t n e s s ,  w a s  sworn, and tes-
t i f i e d  as fo l lows  :) 

M r .  R E I D ,  f o r  t h e  r e c o r d ,  p l e a s e  s t a t e  your f u l l  
name, occupa t ion ,  and r e s i d e n c e .  

A. I'm Joseph Matthew R E I D .  I ' m  t r a i n i n g  t o  be a s tock-
broker  w i t h  Dean Whitaker and Company, and I l i v e  a t  Mountain 
View, C a l i f o r n i a .  Do you need t h e  add res s?  

RCDR : No, w e  have t h a t  a l r eady .  

I0 : M r .  R E I D ,  have you had an oppor tun i ty  t o  r ead  t h e  
i n s t r u c t i o n s  which w e r e  provided f o r  you? 

A .  Y e s ,  I d i d ,  General .  

Q- Do you undkrs tand them o r  have any q u e s t i o n s  con-
ce rn ing  them? 

A .  Y e s ,  I unders tand  them. No q u e s t i o n s .  

Q A11 r i g h t .  Thank you. On my l e f t  i s  M r .  Robert  
MACCRATE who i s  a c i v i l i a n  a t t o r n e y .  H e  has vo lun tee red  h i s  
s e r v i c e s  t o  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  of  t h e  Army t o  a s s i s t  us i n  t h i s  i n -
q u i r y  and a l s o  t o  p rov ide  l e g a l  counse l .  On my r i g h t  is  Col-
o n e l  ARMSTRONG, an Army c o l o n e l ,  who has  been d e s i g n a t e d  by 
t h e  O f f i c e  of  t h e  Chief of  S t a f f  as an a s s i s t a n t  i n  t h i s  in-
qu i ry .  This  a f t e rnoon  e i t h e r  of t h e s e  gentlemen may address  
q u e s t i b n s  t o  you. 

A. Y e s  , sir. 

(REID) 1 
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Q You should  know t h a t  b e s i d e s  t h i s  group,  t h e r e  
a r e  o t h e r  groups of i n d i v i d u a l s  who a r e  t a k i n g  a d d i t i o n a l  
tes t imony.  Also,  t h a t  when we g e t  t h i s  done, I w i l l  be re-
spons ib l e  f o r  assembling t h e  r e p o r t ,  weighing t h e  ev idence ,  
and making f i n d i n g s  and recommendations. To t h e  m i l i t a r y  
w i tnes ses  who appeared be fo re  t h i s  i n q u i r y  we a r e  d i r e c t i n g  
t h a t  t hey  n o t  d i s c u s s  t h e i r  tes t imony wi th  o t h e r s .  You, of 
course ,  be ing  a c i v i l i a n ,  cannot  be d i r e c t e d ,  b u t  I can re-
q u e s t  t h a t  you n o t  d i s c u s s  your tes t imony wi th  o t h e r s ,  i n -
c lud ing  o t h e r  w i t n e s s e s  who may appear be fo re  t h i s  i n q u i r y ,  
except  a s  you may be r eques t ed  o r  r e q u i r e d  t o  do so  be fo re  
a competent a d m i n i s t r a t i v e ,  j u d i c i a l ,  o r  l e g i s l a t i v e  body. 
I n  the i n s t a n c e  of  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  body, t h e r e  i s  a poss i -
b i l i t y  t h a t  you may be r eques t ed  t o  appear b e f o r e  one of t h e  
congres s iona l  committees,  s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i v e  
subcommittee of t h e  House Armed Se rv i ces  Committee. I do 
no t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  you have been c i t e d  o r  cau t ioned  by t h e  
m i l i t a r y  judge i n  t h e  g e n e r a l  c o u r t - m a r t i a l  case of  t h e  
United S t a t e s  v.  Ca l l ev .  Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

That  's c o r r e c t ,  yes .  

Q Even though you've n o t  been c i t e d  and probably w i l l  
n o t  be c i t e d ,  i n  t h e  even t  you should be c i t e d ,  your tes t i -
mony h e r e  would i n  no way e f f e c t  o r  i n  any way change t h e  ap-
p l i c a b i l i t y  of t h e  j u d g e ' s  o r d e r  o r  t h e  o r d e r  by any m i l i t a r y  
judge f o r  any of  t h e  g e n e r a l  c o u r t s - m a r t i a l  which may develop 
o u t  of t h e  My La i  i n c i d e n t .  This  same t h i n g  is  t r u e  of your 
appearance b e f o r e  any of t h e s e  bodies  t h a t  I mentioned. Your 
tes t imony h e r e  does n o t  p rec lude  you from t e s t i f y i n g  b e f o r e  
them. 

A. Okay. 

Q - D o  you have any q u e s t i o n s  a t  t h i s  t ime? 

A. No. 

Q. M r .  R E I D ,  what was your du ty  assignment on 16 March 
1968? 

A. I was the l i a i s o n  of f icer  f o r  Task Force Barker.  
This c o n s i s t e d  of--do you want t h a t ?  

( R E I D )  2 
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Q We do want t o  go i n t o  t h a t .  A s  a l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r  
who d id  you r e p o r t  t o ,  t o  br igade  o r  t o  d i v i s i o n ?  

A. To br igade.  

Q. To brigade? How long had you been i n  t h a t  capa-
c i t y ?  

A. I t h i n k  it s t a r t e d  t h e  l a s t  p a r t  of January.  

Q. What had been your job before  t h a t ?  

A. I w a s  t h e  commander of t h e  90th Chemical Detachment 
a t  the  11th  Brigade. 

Q - Yes. Were you a Chemical o f f i c e r ?  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q Had you come over  t o  South Vietnam with the  b r i -
gade from Hawaii? 

A. Yes, r i g h t .  

Q I t a k e  it you s tayed as  the  l i a i s c n  o f f i c e r  u n t i l  
the  t a sk  f o r c e  was disbanded o r  d i s e s t a b l i s h e d ?  

A. That i s  c o r r e c t .  

Q. What d i d  you do a f t e r  t h a t ?  

A. I went back t o  commanding my detachment. 

Q. Did you remain ' i n  t h a t  capac i ty  then u n t i l  your 
t o u r  w a s  up? 

A. Y e s ,  t h a t ' s  c o r r e c t .  

Q- From t h e  time t h e  My Lai i n c i d e n t  of 16 March 1968 
became a mat t e r  of pub l i c  knowledge, which is  t o  say i n  t h e  
newspapers and on r a d i o  and t e l e v i s i o n ,  i n  the  l a t t e r  p a r t  of 
September o r  t h e  e a r l y  p a r t  of October of 1969, have you had 
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any conversat ion w i t h  any people from t h e  t a s k  f o r c e ,  from t h e  
b r igade ,  o r  from t h e  d i v i s i o n ?  

A .  Not concerning t h i s  i n c i d e n t ,  no. But I have had 
conversat ions with o t h e r  people. Let me ask you t h i s ,  sir.  
Did you say a f t e r  t h i s ?  

Q Yes, a f t e r  t h e  i n c i d e n t ?  

A. Yes, I d id .  

Q Yes. 

P a r t i c u l a r l y ,  I t a l k e d  t o  Arthur DUNN. 

Q. Yes? 

A .  He was t h e  p ress  o f f i c e r .  

Q Lieutenant  DUNN? 

A. He c a l l e d  me from Chicago. He is working wi th  T h e  
Chicago Tribune r i g h t  now, and I d i d  t a l k  t o  him a l i t t l e  b x  
about i t .  

Q - What d i d  you t e l l  him? 

A. Nothing p a r t i c u l a r l y .  He had a couple of o t h e r  
people t h e r e ,  I d o n ' t  know t h e i r  names. They were asking m e ,  
t r y i n g  t o  pick my mind as  t o  what went on. However, during 
t h a t  i n c i d e n t ,  I was i n  the  opera t ions  cen te r  a t  Task Force 
Barker and d i d n ' t  t ake  an a c t i v e  p a r t  i n  t h e  opera t ion .  I 
r e a l l y  d i d n ' t  know what was going on. I t ' s  been s o  long I 
r e a l l y  w a s n ' t  tuned t o  t h e  r a d i o  s o  t o  speak. But what they 
were t r y i n g  t o  l e a r n ,  these  people? 

Q - ( In te rpos ing)  Well, we w i l l  g e t  i n t o  t h a t  i n  a 
l i t t l e  while i f  we may. 

A. Okay. 

Q Would you descr ibe  your  l i a i s o n  d u t i e s  f o r  us now? 
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A. Okay. 

Q .  How you d i d  i t ,  and what were you expected t o  do? 

A. My d u t i e s  were j u s t  t o  pick up information from 
the  S 2  and S 3  and S4 and pick up the  mai l  f o r  these  people and 
t o  b r i n g  it up, and t ake  th ings  back f o r  them, raainiy, and t o  
t a k e  up messages i f  they had any messages. 

Q. In o t h e r  words, you took th ings  from t h e  t a s k  fo rce  
t o  t h e  br igade  headquarters .  

A. And v i c e  versa .  

Q. You passed on m a i l ,  messages, and s o  on? 

Right ,  s ir .  

Q You a l s o  c a r r i e d  on t h e  v e r b a l  l i a i s o n  wi th  them, 
is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. What ve rba l  l i a i s o n  t h e r e  was, b u t  t h e r e  wasn ' t  
t h a t  much t h e r e .  

&. Did you s i t  i n  on t h e i r  b r i e f i n g s ?  

A .  The brigade I s  b r i e f i n g s ?  Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q. How did  you commute back and f o r t h ?  

A. They had a c o u r i e r  h e l i c o p t e r  t h a t  f lew up and picked 
m e  up and then  picked up some o t h e r  people a l l  t h e  way up t o  Chu 
Lai  and back. 

Q *  .. Did t h i s  t a k e  p lace  each day? 

A. Yes. 

Q m  What time i n  t h e  morning o r  i n  t h e  af ternoon? 
d 

A. I n  t h e  morning, I l e f t  from br igade  a t  about 0830. 
I a r r i v e d  t h e r e  about 0900 o r  0930 and d e l i v e r e d  t h e i r  ma i l  and 
what o t h e r  t h i n g s  I had t o  d e l i v e r .  I usua l ly  s a t  around dur-
ing  t h e  day u n t i l  l a t e  i n  the  af ternoon.  I l e f t  around 1530 o r  
1600. 
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Q. Yes. 

A. Depending on what time the  h e l i c o p t e r  came i n .  

Q. Then you re tu rned  t o  Bronco and--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  I ' d  s i t  i n  t h e i r  meeting. I ' d  b r ing  
the  information down; what we had done the  n igh t  before  and what 
we'd planned t o  do t h a t  n igh t .  

Q Y e s .  

A.  The S3 would pu t  it on the  board and b r i e f  the  11 th  
Brigade commander. That was the  e x t e n t  of my d u t i e s .  

Q. Were you p resen t  a t  LZ Dott ie  on the  af ternoon of 
the  15th?  

A. Yes, I ' m  su re  I was. 

Q Were you p resen t  when t h e  o rde r s  were i s sued  by
Colonel BARKER t o  t h e  company commanders? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember being t h e r e ,  no. 

Q. Were you b r i e f e d  on the  concept of the  opera t ion?  

A. This aga in ,  General ,  I cannot remember. I do n o t  
th ink  I w a s .  No, I don' t th ink  I was. 

Q. Why weren ' t  you? You normally were b r i e f e d  on what 
you were going t o  do; what t h e  br igade  was going t o  do. 

A. Right.  

Q. What the t a s k  fo rce  was going t o  do the  next  day. 
C a n  you exp la in  why on t h i s  occasion you weren ' t?  

A. No, I c a n ' t ,  I could have been though, however, 
and I probably- - i t ' s  been so long I j u s t  cannot! 

( I C  o r i e n t e d  the  witness on L I e  concept of the  
opera t ion  on Exhibi t  MAP-1.) 
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A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  I was probably b r i e f e d  on t h a t .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  i t  now t h a t  you s e e  i t ?  

A. Yes. W e l l  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h i s  s p e c i f i c  i n c i d e n t  
s o  t o  speak. However, I do r e c a l l  I d i d  b r i n g  t h a t  down. 

Q. Do you r e c a l l  a memorial s e r v i c e  be ing  h e l d  by 
C/1/20? 

A. Y e s .  

Q. Do you remember who it was f o r ?  

A. Not s p e c i f i c a l l y .  I went t o  Mass, because I h a d n ' t  
been t o  Mass f o r  a while .  Tha t ' s  t h e  reason I was t h e r e .  

Q- Y e s .  Who conducted t h e  Mass, . d o  you r e c a l l ?  

A. A p r i e s t  t h a t  I had n o t  seen  be fo re .  It wasn ' t  
t h e  1 1 t h  Br igade ' s  chaplain.  It was a younger p r i e s t .  I d o n ' t  
know h i s  name. 

Q. S o r t  of a b i g ,  l a r g e  fel low? 

A. H e  was t a l l  b u t  he wasn ' t  t o o  f a t  o r  anything l i k e  
t h a t .  

Q. I ' m  n o t  f a m i l i a r  wi th  t h e  Ca tho l i c  r e l i g i o n .  Do 
p r i e s t s  normally i n d i c a t e  what t h e i r  names a r e  i n  t h e i r  s e r v i c e ?  

A. No, n o t  usua l ly .  

Q. Could he  have been t h e  p r i e s t  from t h e  198th B r i -
gade t o  the nor th?  

A. Could have been, I d o n ' t  know. He wasn ' t ,  I ' m  
s u r e ,  from t h e  11th .  

Q. Does SHANNON r i n g  a b e l l  a t  a l l ?  

A. No. No, it d o e s n ' t ,  General. 
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Q Do you r e c a l l  having the  Mass whi le  t h e  P r o t e s t a n t s  
had t h e i r  s e r v i c e ?  We would understand t h a t  e i t h e r  before  o r  
af terwards t h e r e  was a combined memorial s e r v i c e  f o r  this in-
d iv idua l  t h a t  had been k i l l e d  a couple of days be fo re  by the  
name of COX. Do you r e c a l l  t h a t ?  

A. Yes,. I do. 

Q Yes. 'What was t h e  a t t i t u d e  of t h e  men a t  t h a t  time? 
Did they appear j u s t  normal o r  were they p r e t t y  p i tched up o r  
what? 

A. Normal t o  me. They j u s t  s a t  around and l i s t e n e d  
t o  t h e  s e r v i c e .  

Q . Were you a l s o  t h e r e  when t h e  b r igade  commander ar-
r ived  and t a l k e d  t o  t h e  commanders? 

A. I was t h e r e  b u t  I was probably not  phys ica l ly  i n  
- t he  room. I d o n ' t  remember it. Many times Colonel BARKER, 

whenever someone l i k e  t h e  br igade  commander came down, would 
only have i n  h i s  s t a f f  o r  h i s  immediate comranders and who-
ever  else he wanted t o  t a l k  t o .  Most everyone e l s e  would 
e i t h e r  s t a y  o u t s i d e  o r  i n  t h e  immediate a rea .  

Q Well, I was t o  understand t h a t  Colonel HENDERSON, 
who had only taken  over t h e  day be fo re ,  t a lked  t o  q u i t e  a l a r g e  
group of people.  Then I say t h e  commanders, I ' m  j u s t  not  t a l k i n g  
about him s i t t i n g  down t a l k i n g  t o  BARKER. He t a l k e d  t o  q u i t e  
a l a r g e  assembly of people about f a i l u r e s  i n  aggressiveness  
and th ings  of  t h i s  category.  

A. I f  he d i d ,  ' ~ e n e r a l ,I wasn ' t  phys ica l ly  i n  t h e  room 
t o  be i n  on it. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  any o t h e r  th ing  about t h e  appearance 
o r  t h e  a t t i t u d e  of t h e  men t h e r e  be fo re  you l e f t  t o  go back t o  
LZ Bronco t h a t  a f te rnoon?  

A. Nothing, nothing i n  p a r t i c u l a r  , no. 

(3 Now t h e n ,  you ind ica ted  that normally youPd g e t  
up t h e r e  i n  the  morning a t  around 0915 t o  0930. 

A. Yes, between 0900 and 0930. 
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Q. About a 30-minute f l i g h t  up from LZ Bronco? 

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q. Now, we ' 11 come down t o  t h e  morning o f  1 6  March. 
I ' d  l i k e  you t o  t e l l  me every s i n g l e  t h i n g  t h a t  you can remem-
b e r  t h a t  took p lace  on the.morning of t h e  16th .  When you g e t  
through, I ' l l  then  have some ques t ions  f o r  you. 

A. Okay. I r e a l l y  don' t remember t h a t  much, General. 
I a r r i v e d  t h e r e  a s  I d id  on many o t h e r  days. I j u s t  c a n ' t  
p i c t u r e  i n  my mind t h e  exact  day t h a t  it was. However, I do 
remember t h a t  t h e r e  were a l o t  of people loading  up a t  t h e  LZ 
and they had a l o t  of h e l i c o p t e r  a s s a u l t s .  

Q Then you a r r i v e d  t h e r e  f a i r l y  e a r l y ,  i f  t h a t ' s  
t h e  case? 

A .  Again, I want to--

Q- ( In te rpos ing)  You must have a r r i v e d  t h e r e  e a r l y .
My guess would be i n  t h e  neighborhood of about 0740  i n  the 
morning? 

A .  Well aga in ,  General ,  I want t o  p re face  t h i s  by 
saying  I th ink  t h a t ,  w e l l  I ' m  s u r e  t h a t ,  I saw some h e l i c o p t e r s  
p icking  people up. However, whether t h i s  was t h a t  morning o r  
n o t ,  I cannot f o r  su re  t e l l  you o r  answer you. During t h e  day, 
however, I do remember I was i n s i d e  t h e  TOC much of t h e  t i m e ,  
and do remember t h a t  they were t a l k i n g  t o  t h e  people t h a t  were 

r( on t h e  n e t .  There was a l o t  of confusion and t a l k i n g  back and 
f o r t h .  P a r t i c u l a r  conversa t ion ,  I cannot remember. 

Q. K e l l ,  you s e e  we know what your problem is .  Don't  
, t h ink  we don' t recognize t h e  f a c t  t h a t  we ' r e  t r y i n g  t o  t a k e  

you back 2 2  months and t h a t  we expect  you t o  r e c i t e  every con-
v e r s a t i o n  verbatim. Right now I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  impressions 
and s o  on. Then I ' l l  do a l i t t l e  f i l l i n g  i n  f o r  you t o  s e e  
i f  you c a n ' t  remember c e r t a i n  t h i n g s  which would be h e l p f u l  
f o r  us .-
A. W e l i ,  t he  impression t h a t  I g o t  from t h e  TOC, 
from the  o p e r a t i o n  c e n t e r ,  was the  f a c t  t h a t  t h e r e  was some 
confusion. But I don' t th ink  t h e r e  was any more confusion 
than any o t h e r  opera t ion  as f a r  as  I was concerned. Again, 
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the only t h i n g  I c a n e t e l l  is  I t h i n k  I took some weapons down 
during t h a t  day, b u t  I ' m  n o t  s u r e .  I usua l ly  took t h e  weapons 
down t o  t h e  MP's. I wish I could t e l l  you some more, I r e a l l y  
do. I f  you d o n ' t  mind, g e t t i n g  back t o  this t h i n g  wi th  t h e  
Chicago Tribune, what they were t r y i n g  t o  e s t a b l i s h  was whether 
o r  n o t  anybodFwas up i n  t h e  a i r  bes ides  j u s t  t h e  normal peo-
ple .  I was under t h e  impression, and I ' m  p r e t t y  s u r e ,  almost 
p o s i t i v e ,  t h a t  Colonel BARKER a t  t h a t  t ime and some o f  the 
o t h e r  members of h i s  s t a f f  w e r e  up i n  the a i r .  A s  a m a t t e r  
of f a c t ,  had landed dur ing  t h e . o p e r a t i o n  t o  p ick  somebody up, 
some wounded it seems. Other- than  t h a t ,  General ,  I c a n ' t  t e l l  
you too  much. 

. % 

Q Was t h i s  t h e  f i r s t  combat a s s a u l t  you'd e v e r  moni-
to red?  

A. N o .  

Q. Do you remember a r e p o r t  coming i n  very e a r l y  i n  
t h e  morning t o  t h e  e f f e c t  that--now I know what you hear .  - You 
h e a r  about people g e t t i n g  over  t o  p ick  up weapons from h e r e  
and g e t  people up t h e r e  t o  p ick  up a couple o f  weapons up t o  
the  nor th  and--do you remember hea r ing  about a group of 1 4  o f  
them being  k i l l e d  s o  f a r ?  

A. H e r e ,  aga in ,  t h a t  r i n g s  a b e l l .  However, I d o n ' t  
know i f  Ltlat was t h a t  morning o r  n o t .  

Q Well, t h i s  o u t f i t  is i n  t h e  b i g g e s t  ope ra t ion  t h a t  
i t  had e v e r  been i n ,  a n d ' i t  would seem t o  me t h a t  this ought 
t o  make q u i t e  an impr in t  on your mind, even though it was 2 
years  ago. You're t h i s  o u t f i t ' s  ' l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r .  You're sup-
posed t o  go back and t e l l  br igade  what t h e  h e l l ' s  going on. 
From xhak you t e l l  ine now, you w i l l  probably 
f o r g e t  be fo re  you g e t  back t h e r e .  

A. hat' might be t r u e ,  General. However, aga in ,  I ' m  
s o r r y  I cannot--

Q . ( In te rpos ing)  Well, d i d  you hea r  another  f i g u r e  
about 69 be ing  k i l l e d ?  

A. I remember t h i s .  I do remember t h i s ,  because a t  
many times dur ing  t h e  day we had r e p o r t s  coming i n  l i k e  t h a t .  
I t a l k e d  t o  Major CALHOUN and we were g e t t i n g  a r e p o r t  t o  
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b r ing  back t o  br igade .  T h e  exac t  numbers I don1t know, however 
they were p r e t t y  high.  

... IQ Do you r e c a l l  Colonel BARKER coming back t o  r e f u e l  
- .  h i s  chopper and 'coming on up t o  t h e  TOC? 

A. Here again I ' m  going t o  have to- - I 've  seen  him do 
t h a t  many t imes during an--

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  What about Colonel HENDERSON coming
i n  with a couple of what he suspected were POW'S which l a t e r  
turned out  t o  be a couple of PFs t h a t  had been captured by t h e  
V i e t  Cong? Do you remember t h a t ?  

A. I remember something t o  t h a t  e f f e c t .  I remember 
t h a t  they always used t o  hold  t h e  p r i s o n e r s  a t  t h e  LZ u n t i l  
t he  small  M P  detachment could t a l k  t o  them. I remember some-
th ing  about t h a t .  

Q. Do you remember about what t ime i n  t h e  morning t h a t  
was? 

A. No, s i r .  I don l . t .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  General KOSTER being  i n  t h e r e  t h a t  
morning? 

A. Again, yes ,  I do, however--go ahead. 

Q. Did you s e e  him t a l k  t o  Colonel HENDERSON o r  Colonel 
BARKER? 

A. I wish I could say f o r  s u r e ,  yes o r  no, General ,  
b u t  whenever someone of h i s  s t a t u r e  came i n t o  an a r e a  l i k e  
t h i s ,  t h e  ranking man would always go t o  h i s  chopper and r e c e i v e  
him. I ' m  s u r e  t h a t  i f  they were i n  t h e  a r e a  they  would have 
ta lked t o  him. 

Q. Did you by chance g e t  down t o  t h e  a v i a t i o n  van, 
down a t  t h e  LZ t h e r e  a t  Dot t i e?  You know where t h e  a v i a t i o n  
van was loca ted?  

A. No, I d o n ' t .  

Q The hootch where t h e  a v i a t i o n  b a t t a l i o n  ran  i t s  
business  ou t  o f ?  
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A. That was down the road between the aero-scout 
group--

Q - ( In te rpos ing)  Yes. Do you know Major WATKE? -
A. No, I d o n ' t .  

Q. The company commander of  t h e  aero-scout company? 

A. No, I don 't. I might know him on s i g h t  however. 

Q. Did you h e a r  anything passed over  t h e  r a d i o  t o  the 
e f f e c t  o f ,  "Stop t h e  burning and keep c o n t r o l  of your t roops  
down t h e r e , "  o r  words t o  t h a t  e f f e c t ?  

A. No, I d o n ' t  remember. I remember something that--
something about t h e  c o n t r o l  of t roops .  I n  o t h e r  words, move 
them h e r e  o r  t h e r e .  However, I d o n ' t  remember anything about 
k i l l i n g  anybody. 

Q .  Did you h e a r  anything about keeping t h e  t roops
under c o n t r o l ?  

A .  I seem t o  remember something l i k e  t h a t ,  yes .  

Q Do you remember who gave t h e  message? 

A. No. 

(2 Was t h e r e  anybody who rogered? Do you remember? 

A. I c o u l d n ' t  say f o r  s u r e ,  General. I ' d  h a t e  t o  guess .  

9. Did you h e a r  any r e p o r t s  coming i n  concerning mor-
t a r s ,  a ccaple of 6 0  mil l ime te r  mortars? Picking up some mor-
t a r s  on t o p  of H i l l  85 ,  some mortar  rounds? 

A. Yes, I remember something l i k e  t h a t .  

Q- What do you remember? 

A. From what I can remember they were moving around. 
There was about t h r e e  times they  t r i e d  t o  g e t  i n t o  t h e  a r e a  
and they c o u l d n ' t  g e t  i n .  I d o n ' t  know whether i t  was mortar  
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or--I th ink  it was a combination o f  mortar  and some heavy f i r e  
and they p u l l e d  back two o r  t h r e e  t imes ,  I t h i n k  it was t h r e e  
t imes ,  and they t r i e d  t o  g e t  it with t h e  a r t i l l e r y  o r  t h e  mor-
t a r s ,  t h e  mortars  they had t h e r e .  

Q. Do you remember t h a t ?  

A. I remember they  had t o  p u l l  back two o r  t h r e e  t imes ,  
yes. I was p r e t t y  su re  of  t h a t .  Whether o r  n o t  i t  was Char l i e  
Cpmpany I d o n ' t  know. I t h i n k  i t  was though. 

Q. Could t h a t  have taken p l a c e  i n  February i n s t e a d  of 
March, what you ' r e  t a l k i n g  about? 

A .  It could have. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  s o .  I th ink  it  was 
during this t i m e .  I ' m  p r e t t y  s u r e  during t h i s  time they had, 
l i k e  o t h e r  t imes ,  they  had t r o u b l e  i n  t h i s  a r e a .  

Q. To be honest  wi th  you, t h i s  i s  t h e  f i r s t  i n d i c a t i o n  
t h a t  they had any k ind  of oppos i t ion  except  maybe sporad ic  
f i r e ,  s n i p e r  f i r e  o r  something, and t h a t ' s  about it. No mortar  
f i r e ;  no rocke t s .  

A .  Again, I am almost c e r t a i n  t h a t  they were having 
t roub le .  This is t h e  impression t h a t  I g o t  from being i n  t h e  
opera t ions  c e n t e r .  I was t h e r e  a l i m i t e d  t ime,  b u t  they were 
having t r o u b l e  and two o r  t h r e e  t imes they had t o  p u l l  back. 

Q. Whose r a d i o  d i d  you l i s t e n  t o ?  

A. W e l l  i t  was t h e  r a d i o  i n  t h e  n e t .  I t  was t h e r e  i n  
t h e  TOC s o  i t  must have been on t h e  command n e t .  

Q- Did you s e e  LEWELLEN i n  t h e r e  t h a t  day? Do you
know LEWELLEN? 

A. Captain LEWELLEN? 

Q Yes. 

A. Yes. 

Q Did you s e e  him t h e r e  t h a t  day? Did you t a l k  t o  
him? 
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A. I c a n ' t  remember i f  he w a s  t h e r e  y e t  o r  not .  I 
t h i n k  he was, yes .  

Q. Y e s ,  he jo ined  about 2 weeks b e f o r e  then .  Were 
you aware that he w a s  making a t a p e  recording  of  the r a d i o  
t ransmiss ions?  Were you t a l k i n g  t o  him about t h a t ?  

A. NO,  I wasn ' t .  

Q. It was s i t t i n g  s i g h t  t h e r e ,  r i g h t  n e x t  t o  t h e  r a d i o .  

.A. I s u r e  wasn ' t  aware o f  t h a t .  No, I wasn ' t .  

Q Were you t h e r e  when Warrant O f f i c e r  THOMPSON, one 
of t h e  aero-scout p i l o t s ,  a r r i v e d  about noontime? 

A .  Again without  knowing whether I'd seen  t h e  p i l o t s  
o r  n o t ,  I d o n ' t  know. 

Q. This p i l o t  was up i n  t h e  TOC. I a m  n o t  t a l k i n g  about 
hFm being  down i n  t h e  LZ, I'm t a l k i n g  about him being up i n  
t h e  TOC. He was conceivably wi th  Major WATKE and va r ious  people 
t o  s e e  Colonel BARKER. 

A .  General,  people were running i n  and o u t  of  t h a t  TOC 
a l o t .  As I s t a t e d  be fo re ,  I ' d  probably know him i f  I saw him, 
but  I d o n ' t  know a Warrant O f f i c e r  THOMPSON. 

Q .  Did you h e a r  any conversat ion concerning a war ran t  
o f f i c e r  r e p o r t i n g  t h a t  t h e r e  was i n d i s c r i m i n a t e  k i l l i n g  of wo-
men and c h i l d r e n  down t h e r e ?  

A. No, I d idn '  t h e a r  anything about t h a t .  

Q J u s t  t h i n k  now, y o u ' r e  r i g h t  i n  t h i s  TOC--

, A. ( In te rpos ing)  I know. 

Q. And t h a t ' s  where--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  That s w h y  this whole i n c i d e n t  sur-
p r i s e s  me, because I never  heard anything l i k e  t h i s .  , No, I 
d i d n ' t  h e a r  anything l i k e  t h i s  a t  a l l .  
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Q. Did you h e a r  a r e p o r t  coming over  the r a d i o  t o  t h e  
e f f e c t  t h a t  B/4/3 and C/1/20 had joined up? 

A .  Again, I t h i l ~ kI d i d .  However, I c a n ' t  be s u r e  of 
t h a t  e i t h e r .  

Q Did you s e e  any National  P o l i c e  around t h e r e  t h a t  
a f te rnoon?  

A .  No, I d o n ' t  t h i n k  I d id .  There had been some Nation-
a l  P o l i c e  up t h e r e ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  i t  was t h a t  af ternoon.  

Q Did you c a r r y  any k ind  of a notebook? How d i d  you
take  t h i s  s t u f f  back t o  br igade?  

A. I had a pouch t h a t  I took t h i n g s  i n .  

Q How could you go back t o  b r igade  and t e l l  them t h e  
s t o r y  unless  you maintained some kind  of no tes  o f  what was 
going on? 

A. I usua l ly  had an over lay  of our  a r e a ,  and I would 
have on it what we were qoing t o  do t h e  n e x t  day as  f a r  a s  
ambushes and a l l  t h a t .  

Q. Didn ' t  you a l s o  go back and r e p o r t  what had hap-
pened t h a t  day? 

A. Yes. 

Q How d i d  you do t h a t ?  Did you r e l y  upon your 
memory t o  go back t h e r e  and s t a n d  up before  t h i s ?  

A. No. I didn ' t give  t h e  b r i e f i n g .  I gave it  t o  the 
S3 who d i d  g ive  t h e  b r i e f i n g .  

Q You couldn 't j u s t  go back t h e r e  and g i v e  him some-
t h i n g  o f f  t h e  t o p  of your head. 

A. Right.  

Q You had t o  have some r e l i a b l e  s t a t i s t i c s  and a s t o r y  
t o  t e l l  him, because I know t h e s e  G 2  and G 3  b r i e f e r s .  
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They're not  going t o  l e t  you come i n  and g ive  
them a cock and b u l l  s t o r y  because they 've  g o t  a p r e t t y  
good i d e a  what ' s  t r a n s p i r e d .  Your job i s  t o  go back t h e r e  
and f i l l  them i n ,  t o  g e t  them prepared s o  t h a t  they can 
g i v e  t h e  b r i e f i n g '  t o  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  s t a f f  t h a t  af ternoon.  

A .  As you mentioned b e f o r e ,  t h i s  was one of  t h e  
b i g g e s t  ope ra t ions .  So t h a t  day I could have w r i t t e n  down 
what we d id .  But many t imes I t h i n k  i t  was k ind  of  h i t  and 

. m i s s  as  f a r  as b r ing ing  t h i s  s t u f f  down. I f  we d i d  do 
something, and it was enough t h a t  I would have t o  w r i t e  it 
down, I would w r i t e  it down. But i f  it wasn ' t ,  sometimes I 
wouldn' t. Af te r  a  while  I g o t  t o  know what we  had done 
t h a t  day, where we were working, and what w e  w e r e  going t o  
do, s o  t h a t  I r e a l l y  d i d n ' t  need t o  t ake  t h a t  many no tes .  

Q But t h i s  was t h e  b i g g e s t  day t h a t  the 1 1 t h  
B:cigade kad s i n c e  they had been i n  country.  

A.  Right.  Tha t ' s  what I was j u s t  going t o  say .  
That day I could have w r i t t e n  i t  down, bu t  I d o n ' t  remember 
- - r i t i n g  i t  down. 

Q. What d i d  you go back and t e l l  them? NOW, you 
should remember t h a t .  How many enemy d i d  you go back and 
t e l l  them were k i l l ed .?  

A. I c a n ' t  g ive  you the  e x a c t  f i g u r e ,  b u t  it 
was high. You have t o  remember, General ,  t h e r e  were a l o t  
of people i n  t h i s  a r e a  monitoring t h i s  f o r  themselves. 

Q . But they r e l i e d  a g r e a t  d e a l  upon you. That ' s  
your primary job. 

A .  That was my job. You're r i g h t .  However, Colonel 
HENDERSON was t h e r e  many times during t h e  day. Some o t h e r  
people were t h e r e ,  s o  they p r e t t y  much knew what went on 
t h a t  day, whether I brought t h e  exac t  t o t a l  o r  no t .  A s  a 
ma t t e r  of f a c t ,  I cannot remember what the t o t a l  was f o r  
tha-L day. I do remember, though, t h a t  the  t o t a l  f o r  t h e  
weapons t h a t  were picked up were something l i k e  t h r e e .  
However, I c a n ' t  say e x a c t l y  how many I t o t a l e d  as  f a r  a s  
people k i l l e d  t h a t  day. I c a n ' t  remember t h e  exac t  t o t a l .  
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However, I t h i n k  between the  time I g o t  t h e r e  
and t h e  next  day,  t h e  t o t a l  was changed. In  o t h e r  words, 
t h e  t o t a l  t h a t  was given i n  t h e  b r i e f i n g  t h a t  n i g h t  a t  
1700  was r e v i s e d  the next  day. 

Q Which way ? 

A. I th ink  downward. There was more t h e  day b e f o r e ,  
you know. It was then t h e  r ev i sed  body count.  

Q When you were up a t  Dot t i e  d i d  you keep very 
c l o s e  t r a c k  of t h e  journal?  

A. Sometimes, when I needed t o  g e t  informat ion  from 
it .  

10: Give me the  journal  from t h e  16 th  through the 1 8 t h ,  
and t h e  America1 ~ i v i s i o njournal  f o r  t h e  same per iod .  

- (RCDR d id  a s  reques ted . )  

I have h e r e  Exh ib i t  M-16 which has t h e  c e r t i f i e d  
t r u e  copies  of t h e  journal  f o r  Task Force Barker f o r  t h e  1 5 t h  
1 6 t h ,  1 7 t h ,  and 18th.  I ' d  ask you t o  review t h e s e  f o r  t h e  1 6 t h .  

(Witness examines e x h i b i t  .1 

Does t h a t  r e f r e s h  your memory somewhat of what 
t r a n s p i r e d  tshere t h a t  day? 

A. Somewhat. It  says  t h a t  General KOSTER a r r i v e d  
: t h e r e  a t  1645.. I was probably gone by then .  

Q .  Well, but  look back t h e r e  a t  0930  i n  the  morning
and s e e  i f  he d i d n ' t  a r r i v e  then  t o o ,  0935? 

A.  Right .  

8 What time d id  he depar t ?  

A. It j u s t  says a r r i v a l .  

Q. Okay. Do you remember t h a t  f i g u r e  now of 128 KIA? 
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Do you remember t h e  c l o s i n g  e n t r y ?  

A. Well, now t h i s  c l o s i n g  e n t r y  was w r i t t e n  probably 
a f t e r  I'd l e f t .  

Q Oh, t h a t ' s  probably t r u e ,  b u t  you w i l l  f i n d  that 
t h e r e  was nobody k i l l e d  from about  1400  i n  t h e  af te rnoon on. 

A .  T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  

So by t h e  t i m e  you left--Q 

A.  ( In te rpos ing)  I probably had t h a t  f i g u r e .  I 
probably d id .  

& Why d i d  t h e  weapons count  of t h r e e  s t a n d  o u t  i n  
your  mind? 

A.  W e l l ,  because I ' v e  been th inking  about it. But 
,k the time i t  seems l i k e  I was r e a l l y  amazed t h a t  they  could 
have k i l l e d  s o  many people and s t i l l  could have been able t o  
h i d e  the  weapons s o  good. From what I ' v e  heard  from t a l k i n g  
t o  o t h e r  people when I was t h e r e ,  t h e  VC w e r e  a b l e  t o  h i d e  
t h e i r  weapons very w e l l ,  you know, when they  w e r e  pursued. 
So i t  j u s t  seemed t o  me t h a t  when t h r e e  weapons w e r e  found 
t h a t  t o o  many people were k i l l e d .  Now d o n ' t  g e t  me wrong, it 
d i d n ' t  s t a n d  o u t  t h a t  I ' d  thought anything was amiss. 

Q Did you h e a r  anybody ques t ion  this r a t i o  of 128 
t o  3 weapons? That i.s a p r e t t y  good r a t i o ,  o r  p r e t t y  poor 
r a t i o  I shou1.d s a y ,  1 t o  about 4 3 ?  

-
A. No. 

MR MACCRATE: M r .  R E I D ,  d i d  you t a k e  back t h a t  day t o  LZ Bronco 
any r e p o r t  a s  to the c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s  t h a t  had been repor ted  
and noted i n  t h a t  log?  

A. No. I ' m  p r e t t y  c e r t a i n  I took a t o t a l  k i l l e d  count .  

Q Now, having looked a t  t h e  l o g  again,  what do you
r e c a l l  about t h e  change i n  f i g u r e s  f r o m  what was repor ted  on 
t h e  16th  from those t h a t  were r epor ted  on t h e  17 th?  You in -
d ica ted  e a r l i e r  t h a t  you d i d  r e c a l l  t h a t  t h e r e  was a s c a l i n g  
down of t h e  K I A  f i g u r e s .  Can you r e l a t e  t h a t  t o  what you 
thought a t  t h a t  t ime? 
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A. Well, I haven ' t  looked a t  t h e  17 th  p a r t .  

Q e  The 17th  w i l l  be an account of what happened on 
t h e  17th.  If you'd l i k e  t o  look through the  e n t r i e s ,  go r i g h t  
ahead. 

A.  I don' t t h i n k  i t  has any. 

Q a But you've now seen  t h e  r e p o r t  f o r  the 16 th .  My 
ques t ion  i s ,  what was l a t e r  done w i t h  t h e  f i g u r e s  t h a t  you 
r e f l e c t e d  a t  the  end of journa l  f o r  t h e  16th? What do you 
r e c a l l  being done with r e s p e c t  t o  those f i g u r e s ?  

A. Again, I was under t h e  impression t h a t  t h i s  128 
f i g u r e  was s c a l e d  down t h e  next  day. 

I 

Q What do you remember about t h i s ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know t h e  exac t  f i g u r e .  

Q. Do you remember a conversa t ion , .  a d i scuss ion  among 
people e i t h e r  a t  Duc Pho o r  back up a t  Dot t i e?  

A. I probably g o t  t h i s  informat ion  a t  Dot t i e  when I 
went back t h e  nex t  morning, the 17th .  But I d o n ' t  remember 
any s p e c i f i c  conversa t ion ,  no. 

Q What makes you t h i n k  you g o t  such information? 

A. Again, t h i s  is  j u s t  an impression t h a t  was i n  my 
mind. I th ink  anyway t h a t  t h e r e  was a h igher  t o t a l  than  t h i s  
a t  one t ime, a h igher  t o t a l  than  128. This was a h igher  
t o t a l  and then  t h e r e  was a lower t o t a l .  In o t h e r  words, i t  
might have been t h a t  I had t o l d  them a t  t h e  1700 meeting on 
the  16th a h igher  f i g u r e  than  t h i s ,  o r  it could have been 
t h a t  t h i s  was a h igher  f i g u r e  t h a n  I had l a t e r  r e l a t e d  
o r  something t o  t h a t  e f f e c t .  

Q. Do you remember some cs i t i c i s rn?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  

Q. Do you remember some c r i t i c i s m  being d i r e c t e d  a t  
these  f i g u r e s ?  Someone ques t ion ing  them? 
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A. Not d i r e c t l y ,  no, 

Q *  You d o n ' t  have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  o f  having ques t ions  
r a i s e d  about these f i g u r e s ?  

A.  No. 

I0: W e l l  t hen ,  why w e r e  they  changed? 

A .  I d o n ' t  know, General. This i s ,  again ,  an impres-
s i o n  i n  my mind. I t ' s  n o t  a c lear -cut  f a c t .  

(2 While you were l i s t e n i n g  t o  t h a t  r a d i o ,  d i d  you 
hea r  a f i g u r e  come over  a t  about noontime o r  1230 t o  
t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  301 had been k i l l e d ?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember t h a t  e x a c t  f i g u r e .  However, t h e r e  
w e r e  some .,'igures going around t h a t  were--like you say  t h i s  was 
a b i g  operation-- j u s t  hard  t o  b e l i e v e .  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  
exac t  f i g u r e ,  no. 

Q Well, they k e p t  t h e  t h i n g  up on a board now. 

A.  Yes, r i g h t .  

Q I f  you'd seen  t h e  f i g u r e  of 301--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  I probably would have remembered it. 

9. That should have h i t  you about l i k e  you had got -
?en a 2-by-4 r i g h t  between t h e  eyes.  It seems t o  m e  t h a t  
you would remember t h a t  f i g u r e ,  o r  any f i g u r e  of t h a t  o r d e r  of  
magnitude? 

A. I agree wi th  you. I know the  b u l l e t i n  board t h a t  
you ' r e  t a l k i n g  about.  But no, I d o n ' t  remember t h a t  f i g u r e .  

MR MACCRATE: You mentioned e a r l i e r  the  conversat ion you've had 
wi th  M r .  DUNN i n  more r e c e n t  months. Could you t e l l  us what 
t h e  two of you exchanged on t h i s ?  What you were a b l e  t o  re -
c a l l ,  as  t o  people who had been i n  t h e  a i r  and what had hap-
pened? 

( R E I D )  20 APP T-194 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

A. No, I didn '  t r e c a l l  t h a t .  What they were t r y i n g  
t o  e s t a b l i s h  a t  t h a t  time was n o t  what was s a i d  s o  much, b u t  
whether o r  n o t  t h e r e  were some people i n  t h e  a i r  d i r e c t i n g  
*is opera t ion .  I prefGced everyth ing  I s a i d  t o  them with 
" I  think."  Like I s a i d ,  I ' m  p r e t t y  s u r e  t h a t  Colonel BARKER 
was i n  the  a i r  and some o t h e r  people were i n  t h e  a i r .  

Q Who were the  o t h e r  people i n  the  a i r ?  

A .  Well, Colonel HENDERSON. 

Q- Do you r e c a l l  t h a t  Colonel HENDERSON had landed 
t h a t  day? I th ink  you mentioned someone landing? 

A .  Yes, I th ink  i t  was Colon'el HENDERSON. 

Q- Do you have any o t h e r  r e c o l l e c t i o n  of  who was 
f l y i n g  and what they were doing? 

A. No, nothing. 

Q What was t h e  name of Colonel BARKER'S d r i v e r ?  Do 
you remember t h a t ?  

A .  I remember h i s  f ace .  I can '  t remember h i s  name, no. 

Q What do you remember about him? 

' A. I t a l k e d  t o  him a few t imes.  He was a good guy. 
H e  was t a l k i n g  about going back t o  school  i n  Nebraska some-
where, o r  Minnesota, somewhere l i k e  t h a t .  He was a blond-
headed guy. Other than  t h a t  we j u s t  t a l k e d  a couple of 
times going back and f o r t h  t o  t h e  LZ. 

10: Where d i d  he normally work bef o r e  t h e  t a sk  f o r c e  
was organized? You should have know h i m  before  and you 
should have known him af te rwards ,  i f  you knew him t h a t  w e l l .  

A .  I knew him be f o r e ,  and, of  course ,  I knew him a f t e r -
wards. I c a n ' t  remember where he  was from f o r  s u r e .  I ' m  
p r e t t y  s u r e  he was from headquar ters  company. 
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I t h i n k  he  worked f o r  t h e  S 3 ,  b u t  I'm n o t  su re .  
I might be mistaken. I ' m  n o t  p o s i t i v e - of  t h a t .  

&. Was h i s  name BEASLEY o r  something l i k e  t h a t ?  

A. It 's something l i k e  t h a t .  BEARDSLEY o r  something 
l i k e  t h a t ,  I c a n ' t  say  f o r  s u r e .  

Q. What d i d  you ca l l  him? 

A. It was notaBEASLEY. It was BEARDSLEY or something 
l i k e  t h a t .  I ' m  n o t  s u r e  of  t h e  name. 

MR MACCRATE: Do you r e c a l l  him going on any opera t ions?  

A. I knew he wanted t o ,  and he had asked Colonel 
BARKER a couple of t i m e s  i f  he could. I t h i n k  he migilt have. 
Again I ' m  n o t  p o s i t i v e .  I knew he wanted t o .  

I C :  You say he was a c l e r k - t y p i s t .  Do you remember 
him being  a c l e r k - t y p i s t ?  Do you remember him being anything? 

A. He wasn ' t  a c l e r k - t y p i s t  a t  Do t t i e .  

Q While back a t  br igade?  

A. I t h i n k  he was, YES. Ee wasn ' t  a t  Do t t i e  though. 
A colored fe l low t h e r e  was t h e i r  c l e r k - t y p i s t .  

Q. What was h i s  name? 

A .  I c a n ' t  remember h i s  name. 

Q Was t h i s  d r i v e r  of Colonel BARKER'S around General 
LIPSCOMB p a r t  of t h e  time p r i o r  t o  General LIPSCOMB's depar tu re?  

I d o n ' t  know f o r  s u r e ,  General. 

Q 1. have h e r e  a p i c t u r e ,  P-68. Do you recognize t h i s  
ind iv idua l?  

(I0 hands photo t o  wi tness . )  

A. Yes, sir.  

( R E I D )  
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Q Who is he? 

A. The d r i v e r ,  o r  i t  looks l i k e  him anyway. 

Q What's h i s  name? 

A. I thought it was BEARDSLEY. A t  b e a s t  it looks l i k e  
him. 

MR MACCRATE: Is he the  i n d i v i d u a l  t o  t h e  l e f t  i n  t h e  foreground? 

A .  The c l o s e s t  one,  yes .  

10: Do you remember t h a t  when you went back you took 
some high  f i g u r e s ,  such as  301 o r  350? 

A .  . I r e a l l y  d o n ' t .  

Q W e  may be only t a l k i n g  about Char l i e  Company. Bravo 
Company, over  h e r e  on t h e  c o a s t ,  probably had 30 o r  40  more. 
Maybe 340 o r  3503 

A. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  I took anything t h a t  h igh .  I t h i n k  
I would've remembered t h a t .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  I took t h a t  h igher  
f i g u r e .  However, I d o n ' t  know, I cou ld 've  taken--I knew t h a t  
i t  was very we l l  weighted on Bravo Company s i d e .  

8 Bravo? 

A. No, C h a r l i e  Company, excuse m e .  But ,  no, I c a n ' t  
I wish I could.  I cannot r e c a l l  t h e  f i g u r e .  

MR MACCRATE: Do you remember BEARDSLEY e v e r  coming back and 
t a l k i n g  about t h i s  opera t ion?  It was a p r e t t y  unique experience 
f o r  him t o  be o u t  on an opera t ion  and t o  have been ou t  on t h i s  
one. I would've thought i t  might have made q u i t e  an i m -
p ress ion  upon him? Do you e v e r  remember him t a l k i n g  t o  you about 
t h a t ?  

A .  Vaguely, bu t  nothing s p e c i f i c .  H e  d i d n ' t  t e l l  me. 
I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  him t e l l i n g  me t h a t  he was t h e r e  and t h a t  he 
d i d  t h i s  o r  t h a t .  I vaguely remember him t a l k i n g  about some-
th ing .  I c a n ' t  remember. I wish I could.  
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Q* Do you remember t a l k i n g  about anything he observed or 
about what w a s  done with the v i l l a g e ,  the animals,  o r  anything 
o f  t h a t  s o r t ?  

A,  No. I f  I had t a l k e d  t o  somebody and they  d i d  t e l l  
me what had gone on,  I t h i n k  it would s t i c k  a l o t  more i n  
my head than it has  s o  f a r .  This is t h e  f i r s t  o r  c l o s e s t  t h i n g  
t h a t  I had e v e r  seen  t o  combat, s o  I 'm n o t  one t o  know what 
is a s t a g g e r i n g  f i g u r e  o r  what is n o t ,  

Q I thought  you'd s a i d  e a r l i e r  - t o  General  PEERS t h a t  
t h i s  was n o t  the f i r s t  ope ra t ion  t h a t  t h e r e  had been, 

A. No. I meant t h a t  t h i s  wasn ' t  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  t h a t  
t h e  companies had worked c lose  t o  t h i s  a rea .  However, t h i s  
w a s  t h e  f i r s t  time t h a t  they  had k i l l e d  as  many o r  g o t t e n  a s  
much contac t .  

Q You s a i d  you remembered hea r ing  something about 
c o n t r o l  of the t roops .  Can you g ive  us  what your b e s t  re -
c o l l e c t i o n  i s  as t o  what you heard  i n  the  t ransmiss ions  about 
con t ro l  of t roops?  

A. Well, I ' m  p r e t t y  s u r e  I heard ,  nothing s p e c i f i c ,  
bu t  I ' m  p r e t t y  s u r e  it was from air-to-ground. Somebody 
s a i d  something s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  e f f e c t :  ''Move i n  t h i s  d i r e c t i o n , "  
o r  something l i k e  t h a t .  

Q Well, was i t  simply move i n  t h i s  d i r e c t i o n ?  
Troops a r e  moving i n  one d i r e c t i o n  o r  another  a l l  t h e  time, 

A. Y e s .  

Q a I f  something is  seen  over  t o  one s i d e ,  the air 
commander, w i l l  g ive  a word down t o  the  t roop  u n i t  on t h e  ground 
t o  i n d i c a t e  where t o  go. This happens a l l  t h e  time. 

A. Right.  

& Perhaps several  times an hour wouldn ' t  be un-
usual  I suppose. Is this what you ' r e  t a l k i n g  about t h a t  
s t i c k s  ou t  i n  your mind? 
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A. Right.  I d i d n ' t  hear  anything a s  f a r  a s  c o n t r o l  
of t roops .  They might've spread o u t  and, you know, I had 
heard something t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t o  move them toge the r  o r  move 
them t h i s  way. T h a t ' s  what I mean by c o n t r o l  of t roops .  

I0: Well, I asked you i f  you heard a s ta tement  such 
as, " L e t ' s  g e t  c o n t r o l  of your t roops  down t h e r e , "  o r  words 
t o  t h a t  e f f e c t .  "Get your t roops  under c o n t r o l . "  Actually 
the  s ta tement  t h a t  I ' m  g iv ing  you has about t h r e e  p a r t s  t o  
it. I f  you can remember, "Get i n  c o n t r o l  of your t roops ,  " 
you must remember, "Stop any burning and l e t ' s  make su re  
t h a t  no c i v i l i a n s  a r e  k i l l e d  around h e r e . "  This comes 
over loud and c l e a r  r i g h t  over  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  n e t ,  and you ' r e  
i n  and o u t  of t h e  TOC. 

A .  Again vaguely, General ,  I wish I could.  I c a n ' t  
t e l l  you t h a t  I heard t h a t  f o r  su re .  

Q Yo~l.j u s t  t h i n k  you heard something about c o n t r o l ?  

A. Yes. 

Q. The word c o n t r o l  s t i c k s  i n  your mind? 

A. Y e s .  

Q When you were a t  Bronco, whom d i d  you s t a y  with? 

A. I s tayed wi th ,  a t  t h a t  t ime,  two o t h e r  l i e u t e n a n t s .  

Q. Who were they? 

A .  Lieutenant  DUNN . 
Q. . Yes. 

A. I mentioned him a l ready ,  and another  Chemical o f f i c e r ,  
Lieutenant  MYER. 

Q. What d i d  DUNN t e l l  you about t h i s  th ing .  He's got  
a l i t t l e  f e e l  on t h i s  t h i n g  too .  He's g o t  photographers and 
he '  s go t  people o u t  t h e r e ,  you know. What d i d  he t e l l  you? 
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A. H e  r e a l l y  d i d n ' t .  I was wondering about t h a t  
myself,  because I th ink  i f  t h e r e  was anything amiss o r  i f  
he had known anything f o r  s u r e ,  he would've s a i d  something 
t o  me. But I don1t remember him t e l l i n g  me anything was 
s t range  out  the re .  

Q • Did he eve r  say  anything about h i s  photographers 
o r  h i s  r epo r t e r s ,  "Seeing a h e l l  of a s i g h t  out  there today1'? 

A. No. 

Q Anything l i k e  t h a t ?  Did you g e t  an impression
l i k e  t h a t ?  

A. Not with m e .  

Q. Do you know "Bull" JOHNSON? 

3--. Y e s ,  I ' v e  heard of him. 

9. Who is he? 

A. I f  I remember r i g h t ,  he was an M I  o f f i c e r .  

3 Did you ever  t a l k  t o  him? 
e 

A. Y e s ,  I ' v e  t a l ked  t o  him. 

Q Talk t o  him about h i s  going ou t  on t h a t  ope,xation? 

A. No, not  s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  no. 

Q. Did you know he was on t h e  opera t ion?  

A. Y e s ,  he was t he r e .  He was a t  Dot t ie  from t i m e  
t o  time. H e  s tayed t h e r e  f o r  a while.  

Q Well he was out  t he  f i r s t  day. The next  2 days 
o r  3 days, he s tayed r i g h t  a t  Dot t ie .  When you were up 
t he r e ,  d i d  you t a l k  t o  him a t  a l l  o r  d id  he t a l k  t o  you and 
t e l l  you about h i s  h e l l i s h  experiences going on throughout 
t h a t  operat ion? 
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A. N o .  I t a l k e d  t o  him, b u t  we d i d n ' t  t a l k  about t h a t .  

Q "Bull" d i d n ' t  t e l l  you anything? 

A. N o .  Nothing l i k e  t h a t .  

Q. When you were around t h a t  TOC t h e  next  few days,
d i d  you e v e r  s e e  anybody working up o r  d id  you a s s i s t  i n  
t h e  p repara t ion  of a 3 by 5 card  t h a t  had some s t a -
t i s t i c s  on i t ?  

A. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  so .  

Q. How much of a typing  c a p a b i l i t y  d i d  they have up
t h e r e  a t  Dot t i e?  

A. They j u s t  had one typewr i t e r  i f  I can remember. 

Q I would understand t h a t  they  d i d n ' t  have much of 
a c l e r k  c a p a b i l i t y ?  

A. No, they d idn '  t .  They had one typewr i t e r  and one 
of those  f i e l d  desks,  o r  whatever they c a l l  it. They had j u s t  
t h a t  one c l e r k .  

Q I have h e r e  a document which i s  e n t i t l e d  Combat 
Action Report ,  dated 2 8  March. I t  has  been en te red  i n t o  the  
record  as  R-2. Now t h e  o r g i n a l  document may have been on t h e  
s tandard  s i z e  i n  t h a t  form, I w i l l  g i v e  you t h i s  document and 
ask you, i n  your capaci ty  a s  l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r ,  going back and 
f o r t h  between Dot t i e  and Bronco, whether you took a r e p o r t  
such as  t h i s  back t o  Bronco t o  g e t  typed up t o  b r i n g  back t o  
Colonel BARKER and subsequently perhaps d e l i v e r e d  i t  t o  br igade  
headquarters  ? 

(Witness examines document .) 

A .  I do remember vaguely something l i k e  t h a t ,  b r ing ing  
t h a t  down t o  t h e  S3  shop. No, I d idn '  t read this. However, I 
do remember t h a t  I took i t  down t o  have i t  typed. I d o n ' t  know 
i f  t h i s  i s  i t  o r  no t .  
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Q - W e l l ,  these t h i n g s  are q u i t e  impor tant  t o  us  t o  f i n d  
o u t ,  very f rankly .  This i s  the reason I ' m  t a x i n g  your memory, 
I know t h a t .  I 'm n o t  t r y i n g  t o  p u t  words o r  thoughts i n  your 
mouth o r  i n  your  mind, bu t  i t  would be r e a l  h e l p f u l  t o  us i f  
you could r e a l l y  th ink  and th ink  hard  about these t h i n g s ,  because 
I ' v e  g o t  a p r e t t y  good i d e a  of what t r a n s p i r e d .  I know gen-
e r a l l y  how these  th ings  must have happened. This is t h e  reason 
we ' re  g iv ing  you t h e s e  t h i n g s ,  t o  see i f  some o f  t h e s e  t h i n g s  
w i l l  f i t  back i n .  

A .  W e l l ,  I ' l l  t e l l  you t h i s  r i g h t  now, I d o n ' t  rem-
ember reading  this. I know I d i d n ' t  p repare  it. 

Q No. I f  you r e c a l l  i n  your c o u r i e r  capaci ty  and i n  
your l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r  capaci ty  , t h e  b a t t a l i o n  commander, 
Colonel BARKER, l i k e d  t o  put cons iderable  t r u s t  and f a i t h  i n  
you  t o  do c e r t a i n  th ings  and t o  r e p o r t  c e r t a i n  th ings  and t o  
i ~ c o -~ 2 l i s hc e r t a i n  t h i n g s  f o r  him. Otherwise, y o u ' r e  nothing 
~ 3 r ethan  a mailbaq c a r r i e r .  As a consequence, I ' m  askinu

J 

i f  you accomplished some of these  t h i n g s  - in  your capac i ty ,  you 
see?  

A. Actua l ly ,  General ,  my capaci ty  I thought of a t  the 
time as  more o r  l e s s  a mailbag c a r r i e r .  I never  had any 
r e a l  hand i n  planning any opera t ions  o r  anything l i k e  t h a t .  

Q A l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r  d o e s n ' t  do t h a t .  Now I ' m  t a lk -
i n g  about t h e  funct ions  of a l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r .  What i s  t h e  
funct ion  of a l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r ?  I t  i s  t o  keep himself a-
b::east of what i s  going on a t  h i s  command. You a t  t h a t  t i m e  
were a t tached t o  Task Force Barker,  t o  keep yourse l f  a b r e a s t  
of what 's  going on down t h e r e  s o  t h a t  you i n  tu rn  can inform 
people a t  t h e  h igher  headquarters  and can rece ive  i n s t r u c t i o n s  
and guidance i s sued  by t h e  commander t h e r e  and t r ansmi t  them 
t o  your commander. 

A .  That ' s  c o r r e c t .  

.Q A 1 1  r i g h t .  Well now a l l  I ' m  asking i s  whether o r  
not  you performed t h i s  funct ion?  

A .  Well, t o  a c e r t a i n  e x t e n t  I d i d .  However, as  f a r  
as r e fe rence  t o  t h i s  document r i g h t  he re  i s  concerned. .... 
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Q I ' m  n o t  saying you d i d  c a r r y  t h i s  document. 

A .  I know. 

Q I ' m  asking s i n c e  they had no typing capaci ty  a t  LZ 
Dot t i e ,  o r  a very l i m i t e d  typing c a p a b i l i t y ,  were you e v e r  
given t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  t + e  t h a t  k ind  of r e p o r t ?  I would 
l i k e  t o  know i f  you handled t h a t  s p e c i f i c  r e p o r t ,  t o  g e t  i t  
back t o  somebody i n  t h e  3 shop o r  a t  headquarters  t o  g e t  typed 
f o r  Colonel BARKER? 

A. Yes. I can remember t ak ing  some typing  work t o  
the S 3  shop, b u t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  t h i s  document he re  o r  anything 
l i k e  i t ,  I cannot f o r  s u r e  t e l l  you t h a t  it was. I s u r e  wish 
I could,  bu t  I can '  t. 

Q I have here  another  Combat Action Report dated 24 
March, from Headquarters,  Task Force Barker,  1 1 t h  In£an t ry  
Brigade, t o  t h e  Commanding O f f i c e r ,  11th  I n f a n t r y  Brigade, 
which I would l i k e  t o  have en te red  i n t o  t h e  record as an 
e x h i b i t .  

RCDR: This w i l l  be en te red  i n t o  t h e  record  and marked 
as  Exh ib i t  R-12 .  

10: I a l s o  have here  a document c o n s i s t i n g  of a mem-
orandum from t h e  Hea-dquarters, America1 ~ i v i s i o n ,dated 19 
March, sub jec t :  Combat Action Report, t o  t h e  Commanding 
O f f i c e r ,  l ; th Light  In fan t ry  Brigade. It has a t t ached  t o  
i t  two i n c l o s u r e s ,  one i n c l o s u r e  dated 2 2  'March 1968, s u b j e c t :  
Combat Action Report ,  addressed t o  t h e  Commanding O f f i c e r ,  
1 s t  B a t t a l i o n ,  20th In fan t ry .  It a l s o  has  a t t ached  t o  i t  
another  memorandum dated 2 2  March 1968, s u b j e c t :  Combat 
Action Report, addressed t o  t h e  Commanding O f f i c e r ,  Task 
Force Barker,  LZ Dot t ie .  I ' d  l i k e  t o  have t h i s  document 
w i t h  i t s  two attachments en te red  i n t o  t h e  record  as  an 
e x h i b i t  . 
RCDR: This w i l l  be en te red  i n t o  t h e  record and i t  
w i l l  be marked as Exhibi t  R-13. 

10: I have he re  another  Combat Action Report, 
covering a d i f f e r e n t  opera t ion ,  i n  a d i f f e r e n t  time per iod .  
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Would you know whether o r  not  i n  t h i s  same pe r iod ,  
looking a t  the  d a t e ,  t h e  24th as  compared wi th  t h e  2 8 t h ,  you 
took t h a t  document back t o  LZ Bronco f o r  typ ing  and p repara t ion  
f o r  t h e  br igade  commander? I t ' s  the same format a s  t h e  o t h e r s .  

A .  +gain,  I wish I could.  I made my rounds t o  d i f f e r e n t  
people every day. I went t o  the 3 shop and t h e  2 shop every 
day, j u s t  about. I do remember tak ing  some t h i n g s  down and 
s p e c i f i c a l l y  having t o  pick some th ings  up a t  t h e  S3 shop. But 
I cannot say f o r  s u r e  t h a t  t h i s  i s  t h e  document. 

Q. Did you evt=rs t o p  by t h e  2d ARVN Divis ion  headquar ters  
as  p a r t  of your r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s ,  o r  by Quang Ngai Province 
headquarters  o r  by Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  headquar ters ,  a s  p a r t  of 
your r o u t i n e  d u t i e s  t o  p ick  up papers  o r  t o  d e l i v e r  papers t o  
them? 

-L' 

A.  No. Not t o  d e l i v e r  o r  pick up papers.  We stopped 
t h e r e  a time o r  two t o  l e t  people o f f  and t o  t ake  people on 
once i n  a while .  

&. You never had any r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  with r e s p e c t  
t o  them? 

A. Yes, I d i d ,  b u t  n o t  during t h i s  time. L a t e r ,  j u s t  
be fo re  I came home, i n  l a t e  August. 

Q A t  t h i s  time you had no r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  l e t ' s  say  
up t o  t h e  1st of J u l y ?  

A No. 

Q No? Were you e v e r  t o l d  t o  s t o p  by Son Tinh and 
p ' c k  up a r e p o r t  t h e r e ?  

A. Oh, w a i t  a minute. I have picked up some th ings  
L'rlere. 

9 Yes. Who d i d  you s e e  over  t h e r e ?  

A. I d i d n ' t  know anybody a t  t l a t  time. 
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Q You probably knew Angel RODRIGUEZ d i d n ' t  you?
cap ta in  RODRIGUEZ? Did you know' DAWKINS? 

A.  I knew ,DAWI<IiiS, b u t  again I knew him l a t e r .  

Q How about Major GAVIN? 

A *  Again, I met Major GAVIN l a t e r  i n  the  yea r .  

Q What d i d  you pick up t h e r e  now as  f a r  as  these  
papers a r e  concerned? 

0 

A .  I d o n ' t  know. I picked up a r e g u l a r  Army manila 
envelope. What i s  was s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  I d o n ' t  know. 

Q e  Do you know about what t ime you picked i t  up? 

A .  No. I c a n ' t  jog it i n  my memory when we d id .  I 
remember s topping  t h e r e  once ox twice i n  t h a t  t ime,  b u t  no 
more than t h a t ,  I d o n ' t  t h ink .  

Q Did you ever  s t o p  by t h e  f o o t b a l l  f i e l d  i n  Quang
Ngai t o  go i n  and t a l k  t o  the  people i n  s e c t o r  headquar ters?  

A. No, I never went i n  t h e r e .  

Q. Did anybody ever  b r i n g  any papers t o  you a t  the  
heliccr-.)ter t o  t a k e  on back? 

A .  A t  t h e  f o o t b a l l  f i e l d ?  

cl O r  a t  the  Tropo? 

A. A t  t h e  Tropo t h e r e  I d id .  But a t  t h e  f o o t b a l l  
f i e l d ,  no. 

& Did anybody ever  meet you ou t  a t  t h e  Tropo pad 
and give you any papers o r  d i d  you go i n t o  the  headquarters?  

A. No, I never d i d  go i n  before  t h a t  t i m e .  

Q. Yes. 
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A. But we stopped t h e r e  many times t o  pick people up. 

Q Y e s .  

A. A couple of t imes I th ink  we d id  p ick  up some t h i n g s  
as  f a r  as  papers were concerned. 

MR MACCRATE: Can you r e l a t e  i n  any way, M r .  REID, t h e  pickup 
t h a t  you made a t  Son T i n h  t o  t h e  time when Task Force Barker 
terminated? Do you r e c a l l  t h a t  it was around 9 Apr i l  t h a t  
Task Force Barker war disbanded? I would assume t h a t  t h i s  
made f o r  some changes i n  your d a i l y  r o u t i n e .  Can you r e l a t e  
t h i s  pickup of a manila envelope t o  t h a t  p o i n t  i n  time? 

A. Well, aga in ,  n o t  r e a l l y .  The genera l  impression 
is  t h a t  it might have been a l i t t l e  c l o s e r  t o  t h a t  t ime than  
t o  1 March. 

Q I know under t h e s e  circumstances t h a t  days you
might remember i n  o t h e r  circumstances d o n ' t  s t a n d  o u t  as  
being very d i f f e r e n t .  Eas te r  was the  14th  o f  Apr i l  i n  1968. 
You d o n ' t  happen t o  have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of going t o  Mass N 

5% 
-4 

on t h a t  day o r  going someplace i n  t h a t  connection t h a t  t; 
would h e l p  you t o  f i x  t h e  t ime? 

No. 

Q M r .  R E I D ,  I show you Exh ib i t  R-1,  da ted  24  Apr i l
1968. You w i l l  no te  t h a t  i t  is  a two-page r e p o r t  and t h a t  
a t tached t o  it a r e  two inc losures .  I would l i k e  you t o  look 
v ~ r yc a r e f u l l y  a t  t h e s e  and s e e  i f  you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  
of see ing  e i t h e r  t h e  two-page cover l e t t e r  o r  e i t h e r  of the 
t ~ oinc losures  a t  any time i n  t h e  discharge of your respon-
s i b i l i t i e s  around br igade?  This i s  a document o r  p a r t s  of 
it which would have been moving around. I f  I was looking f o r  
someone t o  c a r r y  p a r t s  of i t ,  I th ink  I would have been look-
ing f o r  you. It may be t h a t  it was j u s t  i n  an envelope when 
i t  was being c a r r i e d  around, b u t  I ' d  l i k e  you t o  j u s t  sea rch  
your r e c o l l e c t i o n  t o  s e e  i f  anywhere t h e r e  is something you 
may have seen? 

(Witness examines document. ) 
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A. No. I do n o t  r e c a l l  s e e i n g  t h i s  b e f o r e .  

Q *  Look a t  t h e  s t a t e m e n t  d a t e d  1 4  A p r i l .  Have you any
r e c o l l e c t i o n  of  s e e i n g  t h a t ?  

(Witness examines s t a t e m e n t )  

Q. While y o u ' r e  looking  a t  t h a t ,  l e t  me hand you an-
o t h e r  copy of the document, t h e  same document o f  1 4  A p r i l ,  
which has  been marked E x h i b i t  M-30. You w i l l  f i n d  t h e r e  i s  an 
e a s i e r  r ead ing  copy underneath .  

(Witness examines document. ) 

Q - Did you e v e r  h e a r  any r e f e r e n c e  t o  p i c k i n g  up a 
s t a t emen t  from Captain  RODRIQUEZ? The f a c t  t h a t  Captain  RODRIGUEZ 
had prepared  a s t a t emen t?  That  i t  was ove r  a t  Son Tinh 
and had t o  be  p icked  up? 

A. No. I s u r e  d o n ' t .  

Q Now t h e  second i n c l o s u r e  is--

A. (Inl:ergosing) On t h i s  h e r e ?  

Q E x h i b i t  R-1  i s  a two-page p i e c e  of VC propaganda. 
.Do you e v e r  r e c a l l  s e e i n g  t h a t ?  

A. No, I d o n ' t .  

Q =  D o  you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of  conve r sa t ions  i n  
your p resencc  between Colonel  HENDERSON and Colonel  BLACK-
LEDGE r ega rd ing  any meetings about t h i s  t ime w i t h  Colonel TOAN, 
t h e  commanding g e n e r a l  of  t h e  2d ARVN Div i s ion?  

A. No. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any th ing  l i k e  t h a t .  

Q Around Bronco, do you r e c a l l  any conve r sa t ions  a f -
t e r  t h e  time of  this o p e r a t i o n ,  i n  March 1968, about  t h e  Pink-
v i l l e  i n c i d e n t  o r  any d i s c u s s i o n  a s  t o  what had gone on i n  t h a t  
ope ra t ion?  

A. No. I ' m  r e a l l y  s u r p r i s e d  by this, a s  I say .  

( I 0  d e p a r t s  h e a r i n g .  ) 
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Q. There a r e  some people  who were t h e r e  who d i d  seem 
t o  hea r  these t h i n g s .  

A. Well,  I d i d n ' t .  I would l i k e  t o  h e l p  you, b u t  I 
d idn '  t hea r  anyth ing .  

Q. Where w a s  your t e n t  o r  you hootch a t  Bronco? Was 
it i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of t h e  c h a p l a i n ' s ?  

A. No. The c h a p l a i n ' s  was ac ros s  t h e  road from me. I 
can draw a map t o  show you. 

Q W e l l ,  w e r e  you near  t h e  P I 0  shop where L ieu tenan t  
DUNN worked? 

No, about  70 t o  80 yards  away. d 
-1 

But you have no r e c o l l e c t i o n  of any such matters c..
Q.
being  d i s c u s s e d ,  no w a r  s t o r i e s  about  t h i s  ope ra t ion?  

r' 
.=s 

A.  Again, I say t h a t  I w a s  s u r p r i s e d  t h a t  I d i d n ' t  r 

because I u s u a l l y  d i d  hea r  t h i n g s ,  you know. I ' m  s u r p r i s e d  
t h a t  I d i d n ' t  h e a r  ~ n y ~ h i n g .I knew t h i s  photographer  and 
some of t h e  photographers  i n  t h e  P I 0  shop, because I d i d  go 
over  t h e r e  a l o t .  L i eu t enan t  DUNN was a p r e t t y  good f r i e n d  of mine, 
s o  I s p e n t  some t ime over  t h e r e .  I t  r e a l l y  does  s u r p r i s e  m e  
t h a t  I d i d n 7 t  know--that I d i d n ' t  hear  any th ing  about  t h i s .  

Q. Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of M r .  ROBERTS, a t  t h a t  
t ime S p e c i a l i s t  ROBERTS; complaining o r  L ieu t enan t  DUNN t a l k -
i n g  about  h i s  complaints  about w r i t i n g  up t h e  s t o r y  on t h i s  
ope ra t ion?  

A ,  No. 

Q. Well,  l e t  m e  show you Exh ib i t  M-17, which is -The 
TRIDENT, t h e  1 1 t h  I n f a n t r y  Br igade ' s  paper ,  of March 2 2 ,  and 
ask  you i f  t h a t  i n  any way r e f r e s h e s  your r e c o l l e c t i o n  about  
anyth ing  t h a t  L ieu t enan t  DUNN t o l d  you about  t h e  p r e p a r a t i o n  
of  t h a t  news i t e m  which y o u ' l l  s e e  i n  t h e  r ight-hand column? 

A. No, he d i d n ' t ,  i f  I g o t  your q u e s t i o n  c o r r e c t l y .  
This d o e s n ' t  jar my memory, s o  t o  speak,  a s  t o  anyth ing  ~ i e d -
t e n a n t  DUNN t o l d  me .  
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Q- You d o n ' t  remember him say ing  anyth ing  about having 
t o  w r i t e  t h i s  s t o r y  because ROBERTS would n o t ?  

A. No, I d o n ' t .  

Q. Did you a t  any t ime i n  March o r  A p r i l  1968,  t h a t  
you can r e c a l l ,  hea r  that an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was be ing  conducted 
e i t h e r  by t h e  ARVN o r  t h e  GVN o r  by t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade,  by Colo-
n e l  HENDERSON? 

A .  No. I wish I had,  b u t  I d i d n ' t .  It  i s  s u r p r i s i n g  
t h a t  something l i k e  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  d i d  take--or was supposed 
t o .  

Q Did you know t h a t  Colonel  HENDERSON went o u t  i n t o  
t h e  f i e l d  t o  t a l k  t o  Captain MEDINA about  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. No. He had d u r i n g  t h a t  t ime ,  du r ing  t h e  day? 

Q - W e l l ,  a c t u a l l y  it would be perhaps  a day l a t e r .  

A .  No, I d o n ' t  t h i n k  so.  H e  might have done it t h a t  
day. I knew Colonel  HENDERSON was i n  t h e  a i r  and Colonel  BAR-
KER, I ' m  p r e t t y  s x e ,  was i n  t h e  a i r  t h a t  day. It cou ld ' ve  
happened t h a t  day. 

Q Do you eve r  remember hea r ing  a t  a l a t e r  t ime ,  a day 
o r  two l a t e r ,  he went o u t  i n t o  t h e  f i e l d  where C h a r l i e  Com-
pany w a s  l o c a t e d  and t a l k e d  t o  Captain  MEDINA? 

A .  No. I d i d n ' t  know about  t h a t ,  no. 

MR. MACCRATE: M r .  R E I D ,  do you have any q u e s t i o n s  you would l i k e  
t o  ask of u s ,  o r  any s t a t emen t  you would l i k e  t o  make f o r  t h e  
, record?  

A. Not r e a l l y .  Nothing more than  I wish I could 've  
been more h e l p  t o  you, b u t  I j u s t  d o n ' t  know t h a t  much about  
the i n c i d e n t .  

Q. W e l l ,  i f  t h e r e  i s  anyth ing  i n  what w e  ' ve  shown you 
today t h a t  beg ins  t o  t r i g g e r  your r e c o l l e c t i o n  a s  you l eave  us and 
s t a r t  back t o  C a l i f o r n i a  and begin t o  r e f l e c t  on some of t h e s e  
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t h i n g s ,  we hope you w i l l  promptly g e t  i n  touch wi th  u s .  Major 
LYNN w i l l  t e l l  you how t h a t  can be done and w e  would welcome 
allything t h a t  you can b r i n g  t o  our  a t t e n t i o n  t o  h e l p  us i n  t h i s  
i n q u i r y .  Do you have any r eco rds  of any s o r t ,  o r  any documents, 
o r  any p i c t u r e s  from t h i s  t i m e ,  t h e  s p r i n g  of 1968? 

A. Well,  I have a couple  of a e r i a l  s h o t s  of D o t t i e .  
They are s l i d e s .  Other than  t h a t ,  I d o n ' t  have anyth ing .  

Q . Well, a c i - ~ i a l l y ,  t h a t  would be h e l p f u l  t o  u s .  Both 
LZ Bronco and LZ D o t t i e ,  which I have p e r s o n a l l y  v i s i t e d  i n  t h e .  
p a s t  s e v e r a l  weeks, have been changed i n  t h e i r  p h y s i c a l  a r range-  
ment s i n c e  t h a t  t i m e ,  and we've had some wi tnes ses  draw ske t ches  
f o r  us. I f  you have a e r i a l  photos  t h a t  a r e  contemporaneous 
wi th  t he  p e r i o d  t h a t  we a r e  d e a l i n g  w i t h ,  it would be h e l p f u l  
t o  u s ,  I'd bike t o  ask you t o  make arrangements wi th  Major 
L Y N N ,  i f  you w i l l ,  t o  p rov ide  t h o s e  t o  us .  W e  w i l l  be happy 
t o  handle  it any way t h a t  is convenien t  f o r  you t o  g e t  t h e  
o r i g i n a l  back t o  you a f t e r  we make copies  o r  something of t h a t  
s o r t ,  

A,  Y e s .  Than!; you. 

MR MACCRATE: W e  w i l l  r e c e s s  a t  t h i s  t i m e .  

(The h e a r i n g  r eces sed  a t  1434 hour s ,  21 January  
1 9 7 0 .  ) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: RIDENHOUR, Ronald L. 

DATE OF TESTIMONY : 29 January 1 970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: Doorgunner, Headquarters 
and .Headquar te rs  Company, l l t h  Light  I n f a n t r y  Brigade.  

1. BACKGROUND INFORMATION. 

On 2 2  October 1 9 6 7 ,  t h e  wi tness  was ass igned  t o  t h e  
2 0 t h  I n f a n t r y  Detachment, Long Range P a t r o l ,  l o c a t e d  a t  
Scnof i e ld  Barracks i n  Hawaii (pg. 3 ) .  A t  the end of 
November, t h a t  u n i t  was disbanded (pg. 5 ) .  The wi tness  
accompanied t h e  l l t h  I n f a n t r y  Brigade t o  Vietnam, depa r t ing  
on 5 December 1967, and a r r i v i n g  i n  Q u i  Nhon on 20 December 
1967 (pg. 3) . I n  Vietnam, he  was a s s igned  a s  a doorgunner f o r  
t h e  Headquarters a v i a t i o n  s e c t i o n .  H e  remained and worked 
wi th  t h a t  u n i t  u n t i l  15  May, when h e  was r eas s igned  t o  
5 1 s t  I n f a n t r y ,  Long Range P a t r o l  (pg. 3 ) . 
2 .  PRIOR TRAINING I N  RULES OF LAND WARFARE. 

The wi tness  s t a t e d  t h a t  because h e  was a LRRP, t h e  only  
t r a i n i n g  he  r ece ived  a s  f a r  a s  handl ing p r i s o n e r s  was t h e  
f i v e  S ' s  (pg. 5 ) .  H e  was n o t  f a m i l i a r  w i th  t h e  t r a i n i n g  
conducted i n  t h e  r i f l e  companies i n  Hawaii (pg .5 ) .  When t h e  
u n i t  a r r i v e d  i n  Vietnam, t h e  only  t r a i n i n g  t h a t  he  r ece ived  
w a s  i n  t h e  a v i a t i o n  s e c t i o n ,  and t h a t  d i d  n o t  c o n s i s t  of  t h e  
t r ea tmen t  of  p r i s o n e r s  (pg. 6) . The wi tness  had seen  ~ x h i b i t  
M-2 and had been i s s u e d  one whi le  i n  ~ i e t n a m  (pg. 6) . H e  had 
seen ~ x h i b i tM-3 b u t  had n o t  been i s s u e d  one (pg.  7 ) .  he 
wi tness  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  a t t i t u d e  of b e f r i e n d i n g  t h e  popu la t ion  
i n  Vietnam d i d  n o t  p r e v a i l  i n  t h e  l l t h  I n f a n t r y  ~ r i g a d e  
(pgs.  8 ,  9 ) .  He gave an example i n  which a company commander 
r epor t ed  t h a t  h e  was " k i l l i n g  d i n k s " ,  by which che wi tness  
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i n f e r r e d  t h a t  he  meant Vietnamese (pg.  9 ) .  The w i t n e s s  
vaguely  remembered c l a s s e s  be ing  g iven  i n  ze ro  week of b a s i c  
t r a i n i n g  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  obedience of an i l l e g a l  o r d e r  (pg .10) .  
He a l s o  r e c a l l e d  a d i s c u s s i o n  of  i t  whi l e  i n  b a s i c  t r a i n i n g  
b u t  dicl n o t  r e c a l l  any examples being:: g iven  (pg.  11). The 
wi tnes s  s t a t e d  t h a t  h e  d i d  n o t  f e e l  t h a t  t h e  u n i t  was ready 
t o  deploy t o  Vietnam (pg. 65)  . H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  it w a s  s o r t  o f  
an O J T  t r a i n i n g  f o r  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  (pg.  6 6 ) .  

3 .  HIS KNOWLEDGE OF EVENTS I N  MY LA1 ( 4 )  . 
a .  P r i o r  o p e r a t i o n s  i n  t h e  a r e a .  

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  a s  a doorgunner h e  had 
p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  combat s u p p o r t  f o r  an o p e r a t i o n  which had 
occur red  i n  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  a r e a  around 2 3  February 1968 
(pgs .  15 ,  1 6 )  . He s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  u n i t  was c r e d i t e d  w i t h  t h e  
d e s t r u c t i o n  of a mor ta r  p o s i t i o n  a t o p  H i l l  85 (pg.  1 6 ) .  
The w i t n e s s  r e c a l l e d  s e e i n g  APC's i n  t h e  a r e a  on t l l a t  
p a r t i c u l a r  o p e r a t i o n  (pg. 17) . 

b.  H i s  knowledge of t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  My L a i  ( 4 )  
on 16 March. 

(1) Informat ion  from Char les  GRUVER. 

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  on o r  abou t  20 A p r i l ,  
h e  s p e n t  10 days  i n  Headquar ters  and Headquar ters  Company, 
du r ing  which t i m e  h e  r a n  i n t o  a man named Char les  GRUVER 
(pg. 17) . The two had se rved  i n  t h e  70th I n f a n t r y  Detachment 
t o g e t h e r ,  and were "good acqua in tances"  (pg.  1 7 ) .  During 
c o n v e r s a t i o n s ,  GRUVE3 r e p o r t e d  t o  him t h a t  t hey  had k i l l e d  
a l l  t h e  c i v i l i a n s  a t  P i n k v i l l e  (pg.  17) . GRUVER r e p o r t e d  
s e e i n g  t h e  c a p t a i n ' s  RTO s h o o t  down a ve ry  young boy who was 
s t a n d i n g  on a t r a i l  (pg.  1 7 ) .  GRUVER a l s o  r e c a l l e d  s e e i n g  
a man s h o o t  h imse l f  i n  t h e  f o o t ,  i n  an  a t t empt  t o  avo id  the 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  having t o  obey o r  disobey t h e  o r d e r s  t o  
k i l l  t h e  people  i n  t h e  a r e a  (pgs .  1 7 ,  1 8 ) .  GRUVER i n d i c a t e d  
t h a t  he  d i d  n o t  f i r e  a t  the people  (pg.  1 8 ) .  

( 2 )  In format ion  from Michel TERRY. 

A f t e r  t h e  w i t n e s s  jo ined  E Company, 5 1 s t  
I n f a n t r y ,  Long Range P a t r o l ,  a t  Chu L a i ,  he  spoke w i t h  
Michael  TERRY, an  o l d  f r i e n d  of  h i s  from Bas ic  T r a i n i n g  and 
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Leadership P a r t i c i p a t i o n  Course (pg. 18) . One n i g h t  TERRY 

spoke f o r  t h r e e  hours  of what had happened a t  P i n k v i l l e  

(pg. 1 9 )  . H e  gave b a s i c a l l y  t h e  same s t o r y  t h a t  GRUVER 

had,  and i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e  company had k i l l e d  everyone i n  

t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg. 1 9 ) .  TERRY i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  he  had heard 

s t o r i e s  about  Lieu tenant  CALLEY, b u t  had never a c t u a l l y  seen  

him do anyth ing  (pg.  20) . TERRY i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  he  and 

William DOHERTY k i l l e d  a number of wounded people  who w e r e  

l y ing  i n  a d i t c h  because they thought  t h e  people  would n o t  

r e c e i v e  medical  c a r e  (pg. 20 ) .  


( 3 )  Information from William DOHERTY. 

The wi tness  s t a t e d  t h a t  he  a l s o  d i scussed  t h e  
i n c i d e n t  w i th  William DOHERTY (pg. 20) . H e  s a i d  it was a 
vague d i s c u s s i o n  and l a s t e d  f o r  on ly  1 0  o r  15  minutes.  
-The wi tness  asked DOHERTY about  what TERRY had s a i d ,  and 
DOHERTY c o n f i r m d i t  w i th  t h e  words, " t h a t ' s  what happened, 
t h a t ' s  what w e  d i d "  (pg. 2 0 ) .  The wi tness  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  
s t o r i e s  of TERRY and DOHERTY w e r e  i d e n t i c a l  (pg.  2 1 ) .  

( 4 )  In format ion '  from Henry PEDRICK. 

The wi tness  s t a t e d  t h a t  he  spoke wi th  

PEDRICK v e r y ,  very b r i e f l y  and t h e  only t h i n g  t h a t  PEDRICK 

s a i d  t o  him was, "yeah, it was t e r r i b l e "  (pg. 21) . 


( 5 )  Information from Sergeant  Lawrence LACROIX. 

The wi tness  s t a t e d  t h a t  LACROIX r e p o r t e d  
see ing  CALLEY s e p a r a t e  c i v i l i a n s  i n t o  t h r e e  groups and o r d e r  
TORRES t o  s h o o t  them w i t h  an M-60 (pg. 2 1 ) .  TORRES o r i g i n a l l y  
f i r e d  b u t  t hen  q u i t  and r e fused  t o  con t inue  (pg .22) .  When 
t h i s  happened, CALLEY took over  t h e  weapon himself  and 
f i n i s h e d  t h e  job ( ~ g . 2 2 ) ~ 'CALLEY a l s o  k i l l e d  t h e  o t h e r  two 

groups of people  (pg. 2 2 )  . Sergeant  LACROIX e s t ima ted  t h a t  

t h e r e  were 20 t o  40 people  i n  t h e  groups (pg .22) .  


( 6 )  Information ob ta ined  from TORRES. 

The wi tness  s t a t e d  t h a t  he  r e c a l l e d  TORRES 

g i g g l i n g ,  and r e f e r r i n g  t o  " a l l  them people  k i l l e d  a t  

P i n k v i l l e "  (pg.  22) . This  was t h e  only s t a t emen t  t h a t  he  

r e c a l l e d  TORRES making (pg. 2 2 )  . 
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( 7 )  In format ion  r ece ived  from Gary GARFOLO. 

The w i t n e s s  worked on a  LRRP team o u t  of  
Duc Pho. H e  r e c a l l e d  GARFOLO i n d i c a t i n g  t o  him a g e n e r a l  
conf i rmat ion  of the massacre  o f  people  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg .22 ) .  

(8) Informat ion  ob ta ined  from Michael BERNHARDT. 

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  h e  v i s i t e d  BERNHARDT 
wh i l e  he  was i n  t h e  2d S u r g i c a l  H o s p i t a l  a t  Chu La i  (pg .23) .  
During t h e i r  conve r sa t ion ,  he  asked BERNHARDT about  P i n k v i l l e  
and was t o l d  t h e  same s t o r y  (pg.  23) . BERNHARDT had t o l d  him 
t h a t  h e  r e f u s e d  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  it and f e l t  t h a t  something 
should be  done about  i t  (pg.  23)  . BERNHARDT agreed  t o  make 
a s t a t e m e n t  t o  any i n v e s t i g a t o r s  on t h e  i n c i d e n t  (pg .23 ) .  
BERNHARDT a l s o  t o l d  t h e  w i tnes s  about  MEDINA s eek ing  him o u t  
and t e l l i n g  him "don' t w r i t e  your congressman" (pg.  26) . 
The wi tnes s  s t a t e d  t h a t  BERNHARDT was one of t h e  few people  
who would s t a n d  up and c r i t i c i z e  t h e  company and t h a t  
BERNHARDT1s 1 0 4 0  f o r  t h e  LRRP I s  had never g o t t e n  by t h e  
f i r s t  s e r g e a n t ' s  desk (pg.  2 6 ) .  He i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  BERNHARDT 
w a s  s c a r e d  w h i l e  i n  t h e  f i e l d  because he  f e l t  t h e r e  w a s  a 
consp i racy  w i t h i n  t h e  b r i g a d e  t o  make s u r e  t h a t  whatever 
happened a t  My L a i  ( 4 )  would n o t  become p u b l i c  (pgs .  28, 
29) . BERNHARDT, who had s e v e r e  jungle  r o t ,  was on ly  a b l e  
t o  g e t  o u t  o f  t h e  f i e l d  by jumping on a d e p a r t i n g  supply 
s h i p  and r e t u r n i n g  t o  t i le  b a s e  camp t o  s e e  t h e  medics (pg .29) .  

c. Other  i n fo rma t ion  on t!e i n c i d e n t .  

(1) The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  people  w i t h  
whom he  spoke i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e  o r d e r s  t o  k i l l  everyone d i d  
n o t  o r i g i n a t e  w i t h  Capta in  MEDINA, b u t  had come from h i g h e r  
headqua r t e r s  (pg. 2 4 ) .  H e  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  when MEDINA 
ga the red  t h e  company t o g e t h e r  t o  b r i e f  them, he  t o l d  them t o  
go o u t  and "make up" f o r  t h e  people  they had l o s t  i n  t h e  
m i n e f i e l d s  (pg.  24 ) .  The people  d i d  n o t  mention any 
a n t i c i p a t i o n  o f  r e s i s t a n c e ,  b u t  on ly  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  they 
w e r e  going i n  f o r  revenge (pgs .  24, 25 ) .  

( 2 )  The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  people  t o l d  him t h a t  
MEDINA r e c e i v e d  i n s t r u c t i o n s  over  t h e  r a d i o  a t  noon, and t h e n  
went " t e a r i n g  madly" around t h e  company t e l l i n g  everyone t o  
cease  f i r e  and n o t  k i l l  anyone e l s e  (pg.  25) .The w i t n e s s  
s t a t e d  t h a t  h e  g o t  t h e  impress ion  t h a t  MEDINA w a s  p h y s i c a l l y  
running around t h e  company (pg.  4 2 ) .  He s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  r a d i o  
would n o t  be  s u f f i c i e n t  because MEDINA had l o s t  c o n t r o l  of 
h i s  men (pgs .  42, 43) .  
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(3)  The wi tness  w a s  t o l d  by TERRY and DOHERTY 
t h a t  t h e  company was quest ioned by Colonel HENDGRSON when they 
re turned  t o  LZ D o t t i e  (pg. 2 7 ) .  The wi tness  f e l t  t h a t  i t  was 
s i g n i f i c a n t  t h a t  Captain MEDINA made i t  a p o i n t  t o  send BERNHARET 
on a d e t a i l  s o  t h a t  he would n o t  be a v a i l a b l e  when HENDERSON 
a r r i v e d  t o  ques t ion  t h e  company (pg. 27) .  The wi tness  
s t a t e d  t h a t  because a l l  t h e  members of t h e  company knew 
HENDERSON had come and quest ioned t h e  company, they had 
assumed t h e r e  had been an inves t iga t ion  which was white-
washed (pg. 33) . Because t h e  wi tness  thought t h e  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was being conducted by a  co lone l ,  he  d i d  n o t  
r e p o r t  it t o  Captain CLARK, h i s  company commander (pg. 5 8 ) .  

( 4 )  The wi tness  s t a t e d  t h a t  he flew over t h e  
a rea  of My ~ a i( 4 )  a few days a f t e r  t h e  i n c i d e n t  occurred 
(pg. 34) .  Near a  pa th  between t h e  v i l l a g e s ,  they saw t h e  nude 
body o f  a  woman which was f a c e  up and which had an 1 1 t h  
Brigade patch on t h e  c ro tch  (pg. 3 4 ) .  H i s  p i l o t ,  Warrant 
Of f i ce r  HONDA, i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e  patch could have been 
blown t h e r e  o r  placed t h e r e  by t h e  VC (pg. 35) .  The wi tness  
s t a t e d  t h a t  when HONDA took o f f ,  he made s u r e  t h a t  t h e  
prop wash blew the patch away (pg. 3 6 ) .  He c i t e d  another  
example when they saw enemy s o l d i e r s  e n t e r  a  bunker, and 
Warrant O f f i c e r  HONDA d i d  n o t  fl,y c l o s e  enough f o r  them 
t o  p l a c e  a grenade i n  the entrancewayto t h e  bunker, s t a t i n g  
t h a t  t h e  people up t h e r e  had had a " p r e t t y  rough time" 
(pg. 38) .  The wi tness  mentioned another  i n c i d e n t  when they 
guided some ground t roops  t o  a  man who was l y i n g  i n  t h e  g r a s s ,  
and they saw t h e  s o l d i e r s  shoot  t h e  man (pg. 4 0 ) .  The company 
commander r epor ted  t o  them t h a t  he  "thought" t h e  man had a 
grenade i n  h i s  pocket (pg. 4 1 ) .  The wi tness  s t a t e d  t h a t  
the  people on t h e  a i r c r a f t  were shocked a t  t h i s  behavior 
(pg. 4 1 )  . 

(5)  The wi tness  s t a t e d  t h a t  he  heard a rumor t h a t  
some p i l o t s  from t h e  123d viat ti on B a t t a l i o n  had observed 
and repor ted  t h e  i n c i d e n t  (pgs. 4 4 ,  45) . 

( 6 )  The witness  r epor ted  t h a t  between 15 and 30 
November, a f t e r  r e t u r n i n g  from a  seven day l eave ,  he v i s i t e d  ' 
the d i v i s i o n  h i s t o r i a n ,  and a f t e r  t e l l i n g  him t h a t  he was 
doing a term paper f o r  c o l l e g e  on m i l i t a r y  opera t ions ,  he 
examined t h e  f i l e s  on Task Force Barker (pg. 5 4 ) .  The wi tness  
s t a t e d  t h a t  Exh ib i t  R-2 looked f a m i l i a r  b u t  he was n o t  s u r e  
he had seen it b e f o r e  (pgs. 54, 55) . He examined ~ x h i b i t  
R - 1 2 ,  and s t a t e d  t h a t  he thought t h i s  was a document desc r ib ing  
an opera t ion  t h a t  h e  flew cover on a t  t h e  end of February 
(pg. 55) .  
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4 .  REPORTS ON THE ASSAULT. 

a. The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  h e  suspec t ed  t h e  s i n c e r i t y  
of some members o f  t h e  Army, a l though  h e  r e p o r t e d  t h e  i n c i d e n t  
t o  numerous m i l i t a r y ,  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  and c o n g r e s s i o n a l  
a u t h o r i t i e s  (pg.  48) . He s t a t e d  t h a t  h e  w a s  r e l u c t a n t  t o  
r e p o r t  t h e  cr imes t h a t  h i s  c l o s e  f r i e n d s  had t aken  p a r t  i n  
(pgs.  4 9 ,  5 0 ) .  He a l s o  f e l t  t h a t  i n  h i s  p r i o r  d e a l i n g s  i n  
t h e  Army h e  had l e a r n e d  t o  " d o n ' t  v o l u n t e e r "  and t o  "cover  
your a s s "  (pg.  5 0 ) .  

b. The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  he  s e n t  o u t  30 c o p i e s  o f  
h i s  l e t t e r  on t h e  s u b j e c t ,  which w a s  marked a s  E x h i b i t  M-83. 
He s t a t e d  h e  s e n t  one copy t o  General  WHEELER, one copy t o  
t h e  J o i n t  C h i e f s ,  one copy t o  t h e  P r e s i d e n t ,  one copy t o  
t h e  S e c r e t a r y  of S t a t e ,  and one copy t o  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  of 
Defense (pgs .  61, 6 2 ) .  He l i s t e d  i n  t h e  r e c o r d  t h e  
Represen ta t ives  and Sena to r s  t o  whom h e  s e n t  cop ie s  
(pg. 62) 

c .  E x h i b i t  M-84, a l e t t e r  s e n t  by t h e  w i t n e s s  t o  
Sena tor  Eugene MCCARTHY, was w r i t t e n  because  t h e  w i t n e s s  
thought  t h a t  on ly  CALLEY was be ing  charged and h e  d i d  n o t  
f e e l  t h a t  CALLEY w a s  t h e  only  o f f i c e r  involved  (pg.  63) . 
Tne w i t n e s s  i n d i c a t e d  t l a t  h e  had con tac t ed  a Colonel  WILSON . 
from t h e  committee b u t  was n o t  g iven  any in fo rma t ion  (pg .64) .  
He then  wro te  t o  Congressman UDALL and was t o l d  by UDALL's 
Admin i s t r a t i ve  A s s i s t a n t  t o  w r i t e  a l e t te r  l i s t i n g  t h e  weak 
p o i n t s  of  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  (pg.  6 4 ) .  H e  s e n t  n i n e  cop ie s  
of t h e  l e t t e r  t o  Congressmen and Sena to r s  (pg.  6 5 ) .  

5. OTHER INFORMATION. 

a .  The w i t n e s s  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  a c l o s e  f r i e n d  of h i s  
was t h e  doorgunner f o r  General  LIPSCOMB1s command and c o n t r o l  
h e l i c o p t e r  (pg.  1 2 ) .  H i s  f r i e n d  t o l d  him t h a t  t h e  g e n e r a l  
r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  Vietnamese a s  "d inks"  and "gooks" and goaded 
h i s  t roops  t o  wipe o u t  a v i l l a g e  i f  t h e  v i l l a g e r s  f i r e d  upon 
them (pgs .  12 ,  1 3 ) .  The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  h i s  f r i e n d  was 
named Terry  HUXFORD (pg. 13) . 

b. The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  h e  once overheard  a man 
named ALAPAI, who was an Hawaiian, t e l l  Se rgean t  COLEMAN 
about  k i l l i n g  of everyone i n  a v i l l a g e  (pgs .  30,  31) . The 
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wi tness  s t a t e d  t h a t  h e  thought  ALAPAI was a member of 
~/3/1 (pg- 30 )  

c. The wi tness  s t a t e d  t h a t  GRUVER t o l d  him t h a t  r a p e  
was n o t  uncommon and was committed by many people  (pg .52) .  
H e  had t h e  impression t h a t  o f f i c e r s  would t u r n  t h e i r  backs 
on a r a p e  a s  long a s  i t  was n o t  r i g h t  b e f o r e  t h e i r  eyes 
(pg. 5 3 ) .  The wi tness  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  anyone be ing  threa tened  
t o  keep them from r e p o r t i n g  any rapes  (pgs.  68, 6 9 ) .  

d.  The wi tness  d i scussed  h i s  Army t r a i n i n g  and 
i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  because " t h e  Army i s  people"  h e  had d i f f e r e n t  
r e a c t i o n s  t o  it and f e l t  t h a t  it was a l e a r n i n g  exper ience  
(pgs.  56-60 ) 
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E X H I B I T S  

E X H I B I T  
NUMBER DESCRIPTION NOTES PAGES 

I 

MACV D i r e c t i v e  2 0 - 4  S h o w n  t o  w i t n e s s .  5 0  ' 

D- 6  MACV D i r e c t i v e  5 2 5 - 3  	 l ~ h o w nt o  w i t n e s s .  
l w l t  w a s  l s s u e d  one 

M- 2  MACV C a r d  " N i n e  R u l e s "  	 a f t e r  b e i n g  i n  6 
V i e t n a m  f o r  a w h l l e .  

MACV C a r d  " - I  1 
P 

M- 3 Your H a n d s "  card before.  . 7 
COMUSMACV MSG on 

M-48 m i s t r e a t m e n t  of p r i s o n e r s s h o w n  t o  w i t n e s s .  5 1  . 
L e t t e r  f r o m  WESTMORELAND 

M-82 t o  V I E N  ( 2 1  Feb 6 8 )  S h o w n  t o  w i t n e s s .  . 5 1  
RIDENHOUR'S l e t t e r  In t roduced  i n t o  

M-83 2 9  M a r  6 9  evidence. 6 1  : 
RIDENHOUR' s l e t t e r  t o  In t roduced  i n t o  

M-84 Senator  MCCARTHY evidence.  6 3 
W l t  had seen  I n  

R- 2  BARKER' s R e p o r t  t h e  D i v i s i o n  54 
H l s t o r l a n  i l l e s . 

I 	 1 I 

1 	 l W i t  recoqnized I 
R-12 Combab+  A c t i o n  R e p o r t  f ac t s  f r o m  2 3  Feb :5 5 

o p e r a t i o n .  
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(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1020 hour s ,  29 January 
1 9 7 0 . )  

I 0: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR: The fo l lowing  named persons  are p r e s e n t :  LTG PEERS, 
MR WEST, MR MACCRATE, MR WALSH, COL ARMSTRONG, COL FRANKLIN, 
and MAJ LYNN. 

S i r ,  t he  nex t  w i tnes s  i s  M r .  Ronald L. RIDENHOUR. 

( M r .  RIDENHOUR w a s  c a l l e d  as t h e  nex t  w i t n e s s ,  was 
sworn, and t e s t i f i e d  as fol lows : )  

~ r .  f o r  t h e  would you p l e a s e  state your f u l lRIDENHOUR, r e c o r d ,  
name, occupa t ion ,  and r e s idence?  

A. My f u l l  name i s  Ronald Lee RIDENHOUR. I ' m  c u r r e n t l y  
l i v i n g  a t  Claramont Men's Col lege ,  Claremont, C a l i f o r n i a .  My 
home of r e c o r d  i s  i n  Glendale,  Arizona.  

10: M r .  RIDENHOUR,.have you had an oppor tun i ty  t o  r ead  
the  i n s t r u c t i o n s  ( E x h i b i t  M-57) ? 

A .  I have.  

Q. Do you have any q u e s t i o n s  on them? 

A.  No.  

Q. On my l e f t  is M r .  Robert  MACCRATE. M r .  MACCRATE i.s 
a c iv i l ian  lawyer who has vo lun tee red  h i s  s e r v i c e s  t o  the  Sec-
r e t a r y  of t h e  Army t o  assist i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and a l s o  t o  
prov ide  l e g a l  counse l  t o  m e  and o t h e r  members of t h i s  i nqu i ry .  
He has  working w i t h  him ano the r  c i v i l i a n  lawyer ,  M r .  Jerome WALSH, 
s i t t i n g  a t  t h e  f a r  end of t h e  t a b l e .  On m y  immediate r i g h t  i s  
M r .  Bland WEST who i s  an A s s i s t a n t  General  Counsel of t h e  De-
par tment  of t h e  Army, and he has  been d e s i g n a t e d  by t h e  Chief 
of S t a f f  and t he  S e c r e t a r y  of t h e  Army a s  my deputy i n  t h e  con-
d u c t  of t h i s  i n q u i r y .  Aside from them, on h i s  r i g h t  i s  Colonel  
ARMSTRONG and on your l e f t  i s  Colonel  FRANKLIN. These t w o  o f f -
icers have been des igna t ed  by General  WESTMORELAXD and by Sec-
r e t a r y  RFSOR as a s s i s t a n t s  t o  m e  i n  t h e  conduct  of t h i s  i n q u i r y .  
W e  have o t h e r  groups such a s  t h i s  who are t a k i n g  tes t imony from 
o t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l s .  I t  w i l l  be my job t o  p u l l  t o g e t h e r  a l l  t h e  
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f a c t s  and t o  p r e p a r e  t h e  r e p o r t  and t o  weigh t h e  ev idence  and 
t o  determine t h e  f i n d i n g s  and t h e  recommendations. 

For  your i n fo rma t ion ,  I am d i r e c t i n g  t h a t  a l l  m i l -
i t a r y  personne l  who appear  as wi tnes ses  b e f o r e  t h i s  i n q u i r y  n o t  
d i s c u s s  t h e i r  tes t imony with  o t h e r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  o t h e r  i nd iv -
i d u a l s  who. may appear  b e f o r e  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  as wi tnes ses .  
Now, i n  your i n s t a n c e ,  your be ing  o u t  of t h e  m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e  
we  can no longe r  d i r e c t  you, b u t  I would r e q u e s t  t h a t  you do 
n o t  d i s c u s s  your tes t imony wi th  o t h e r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  o t h e r  people  
who may have appeared o r  w i l l  appear  be fo re  t h i s  i n q u i r y  a s  
w i t n e s s e s ,  except  as vou may be r e q u i r e d  o r  r e q u e s t e d  be fo re  
competent j u d i c i a l  o r  l e g i s l a t i v e  bodies .  I use t h e  t e r m  
" l e g i s l a t i v e "  because,  i f  you have n o t  a l r eady  appeared,  t h e r e  
i s  a p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  you may be asked t o  appear  b e f o r e  c e r t a i n  
Congress ional  committees. The one t h a t  would be most l i k e l y  
would be t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  subcommittee of t h e  House Armed Ser-
v i c e s  Committee, i n  which case  your tes t imony he re  and your 
appearance h e r e  would i n  no way change o r  p rec lude  you from 
t e s t i f y i n g  b e f o r e  such a l e g i s l a t i v e  body. 

Q . To my knowledge you have n o t  been c i t e d  i n  t h e  
g e n e r a l  c o u r t - m a r t i a l  case  of t h e  United S t a t e s  v. Ca l l ey ,  
t h a t  i s  by t h e  m i l i t a l y  judge. Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. What do you mean by c i t e d ?  

Q H a s  he cau t ioned  you about  t a l k i n g ?  I ' m  t a l k i n g  
about Lieutenanr.  Colonel  KENNEDY? 

A. " No, he has  n o t .  

Q Well, s i n c e  you have n o t  been c i t e d ,  I w i l l  only 
s ay  t o  you t h a t  your  appearance he re  and your tes t imony h e r e  
P-:>uldi n  no way, i f  you a r e  s o  c i t e d  sometime i n  t h e  n e a r  f u t -
u re ,  e i t h e q  by Colonel  KENNEDY o r  by any of t h e  o t h e r  judges 
i n  any of t h e  o r  any o t h e r  c o u r t - m a r t i a l  ca se s  which may even-
t u a t e  o u t  of what we  r e f e r  t o  as the  My L a i  i n c i d e n t ,  t h a t  your  
appearance h e r e  would i n  no way change e i t h e r  t h e  e f f e c t  o r  t h e  
a p p l i c a b i l i t y  of any o r d e r s  i s s u e d  by any of t h o s e  m i l i t a r y  
judges . 

Do you have any q u e s t i o n s  a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  t ime? 

A .  No. 

Q M r .  RIDENHOTTR, would you i n d i c a t e  your du ty  wi th  
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the America1 Div i s ion ,  c i t i n g  when you jo ined  t h e  d i v i s i o n ,  any 
changes of  ass ignment  ycu may have had w i t h i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n ,  and 
when your s e r v i c e s  t e rmina t ed  w i t h  t h e  d i v i s i o n ?  

A. I w a s  s e n t  t o  S c h o f i e l d  Bar racks ,  H a w a i i ,  and a s s igned  
t o  t h e  70th I n f a n t r y  Detachment, Long Range P a t r o l ,  I t h i n k  a-
round t h e  middle of October of 1967, and a t  t h a t  t ime t h e  l l t h  
I n f a n t r y  Brigade w a s  forming a t  Schof i e ld .  On t h e  5 t h  of Dec-
ember 1967 w e  a l l  boarded s h i p .  The e n t i r e  b r igade  boarded 
s h i p  and shipped over  t o  Vietnam. W e  a r r i v e d  i n  Qui Nhon, I 
b e l i e v e ,  on t h e  20th.  

Q Was t h e  70th Long Range a LRRP detachment? 

A. I 'm s o r r y .  I t  w a s  d isbanded about a week b e f o r e  
we boarded t h e  s h i p s .  I went t o  Vietnam as one of t h e  few re -
maining members of t h e  u n i t .  I went over  t o  keep c a r e  of t h e  
equipment and s o  on. 

Q Who w e r e  you a s s igned  t o  a t  t h e  t ime? 

A. Captai-1 Ralph CLARK. 

Q. What o rgan iza t ion?  

A. W e  w e r e  under Head and Head. 

Q. Headquar ters  and Headquarters Company of t h e  11 th  
Brigade? 

A. T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  I w a s  r ea s s igned  t o  Headquarters Avi-
a t i o n  S e c t i o n  of t h e  l l t h  L igh t  I n f a n t r y  Brigade somewhere around 
t h e  t u r n  of t h e  y e a r ,  e i t h e r  very l a t e  December o r  very e a r l y  
January of 1968, and I w a s  a doorgunner wi th  t h a t  u n i t  u n t i l  
about t h e  middle of A p r i l .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  my o f f i c i a l  o r d e r s  came 
through r e a s s i g n i n g  me t o  E Company, 5 1 s t  I n f a n t r y  Long Range 
P a t r o l  u n t i l  t h e  1 5 t h  of May. I w a s  i n  company on t h e  1st of 
May. I l e f t  Primo around t h e  20 th  o r  the--

Q * ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Where is Primo? 

A. Primo i s  t h e  a v i a t i o n  s e c t i o n  of  Headquarters and 
Headquar ters  Company, l l t h  L igh t  I n f a n t r y  Brigade.  I l e f t  t h a t  
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u n i t  around t h e  20th o r  t h e  2 1 s t  of A p r i l .  I s t ayed  a t  Head-
q u a r t e r s  and Headquar ters  Company i t s e l f  f o r  about  10 days ,  and 
then  I jo ined  Long Range P a t r o l  i n  Chu La i  and my o f f i c i a l  o r -
d e r s  came o u t  around t h e  1st of May. 

Q What u n i t  w a s  t h a t  des igna t ed  a s?  

A. E Company, 5 1 s t  I n f a n t r y  Long Range P a t r o l .  My of -
f i c i a l  o r d e r s  came through a s s i g n i n g  me  t o  t h a t  company on t h e  
1 5 t h  of May. S h o r t l y  t h e r e a f t e r  I s t a r t e d  going o u t  on o p e r a t i o n s  
f o r  them. 

Q How long  d i d  you s e r v e  wi th  them? 

A. I w a s  t r a n s f e r r e d ' b a c k  t o  t h e  United S t a t e s  on t h e  
1st  of December, 1 9 6  8 ,  and I w a s  s e p a r a t e d  from t h e  Army on t h e  
2nd of December, 1968. 

Q - The a v i a t i o n  s e c t i o n  of t h e  11 th  Brigade,  how many . 
a i r c r a f t  d i d  t h i s  c o n s i s t  of and what t ypes  wer.e t hey?  

A. They had t h r e e  OH-23's and I t h i n k ' t w o  Hueys, UH-
l C ' s ,  I b e l i e v e .  

A. C ' s  I 'm p r e t t y  su re .  

Q S l i c k s  o r  guns? 

A. S l i c k s .  

Q They w e r e  s l i c k s  as opposed t o  guns? 

A. Y e s .  

Q Probably was a D o r  an F. C ' s  and D ' s  most gener-
a l l y  were the gunships ,  

I ' d  l i k e  t o  go back t o  Hawaii f o r  j u s t  a l i t t l e  
whi le .  T e l l  m e  about your t r a i n i n g  t h e r e  wi th  your long  range 
p a t r o l ,  p r i m a r i l y ,  I ' m  n o t  s o  much i n t e r e s t e d  i n  your t r a i n i n g  
as a long  range p a t r o l  i n d i v i d u a l ,  b u t  t h e  t r a i n i n g  you r e c e i v e d  
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and the  t r a i n i n g  o t h e r  ind iv idua l s  rece ived  i n  t h e  r u l e s  of land 
warfare  and Geneva Convention and t h e  handling and t rea tment  of 
POW'S ,  noncombatants, and th ings  of t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  catagory? 

A. My a r r i v a l  i n  the  u n i t  was probably the  2 1 s t  o r  t h e  
22nd of October o r  something of t h a t  s o r t .  That would be p r e t t y  
close.  Prom t h a t  time u n t i l  we were disbanded on, probably,  t h e  
end of November, the  29th o r  30th,  3 1 s t ,  something l i k e  t h a t ,  
we conducted t r a i n i n g  opera t ions  and a t tended various c l a s s e s  
da i ly .  A s  f a r  a s  handling p r i s o n e r s ,  about the  only t h i n g  we 
r e a l l y  go t ,  t he  only t r a i n i n g  we a c t u a l l y  rece ived  t h e r e  a s  f a r  
a s  a c t u a l l y  h a n d i n g  p r i soners  was the  f i v e  S ' s  t h a t  the  army 
teaches.  I 've fo rgo t t en  exac t ly  what they a r e .  A s  f a r  as  hu-
mane t rea tment ,  e t  c e t e r a ,  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  any s p e c i f i c  t r a i n i n g  
i n  t h a t .  We could  have had some. I j u s t  d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  The 
only t h i n g  our t r a i n i n g  w a s  r e a l l y  n o t  very thorough because 
t h e  u n i t  seemed t o  have been h a s t i l y  thrown toge the r .  The peo-
p l e  who were running the  u n i t ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  N C O ' s ,  were vol-
un tee r s ,  and he s e l e c t e d  these  p a r t i c u l a r  NCO' s  as being the  
b e s t  of t h e  l o t  who volunteered.  Both of them had been ou t  of 
the  s e r v i c e  and had r e c e n t l y  r e joined.  The i n s t r u c t i o n  wasn I t  

r e a l l y  very thorough. 

Q . .  That was with the long range p a t r o l  detachment, t h e  
70th1 I th ink  you r e f e r r e d  t o ?  

A.  That 's r i g h t .  

Q And you wouldn ' t ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  have been f a m i l i a r  
with t h e  t r a i n i n g  t h a t  went on wi th in  the  r i f l e  companies o r  
t h e  o t h e r  companies? 

A. No, we were s e p a r a t e  u n i t s .  

Q. Did you rece ive  any t r a i n i n g  i n  t h i s  regard when 
you moved and joined the  Headquarters and Headquarters Company 
back i n  Hawaii? 

A. I d i d  n o t  jo in  Headquarters and Headquarters Com-
pany i n  Hawaii. I s tayed with t h e  70th throughout shipment and 
up t o  about a week a f t e r  we a r r i v e d  i n  country i n  Vie t  Nam. 
There were only about s i x  o r  seven of us e n l i s t e d  men t h a t  
s tayed with the  u n i t  when it was disbanded. Everyone e l s e  was 
reassigned.  The major i tv  sl cnem o r  the  l a r g e s t  group t h a t  went 
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t o  a s i n g l e  u n i t  went t o  C/1/20. The o t h e r s  were s p l i t  up. 
We only had 33 o r  34 e n l i s t e d  men i n  the  70th I n f a n t r y  De-
tachment. 

Q. So, you were d i s e s t a b l i s h e d  about a week a f t e r  you 
a r r i v e d  i n .  country a s  f a r  a s  the  70th was concerned? 

A. I was. Yes, t h a t ' s  r i g h t .  

Q - NOW, do you r e c a l l  the  t r a i n i n g  you rece ived  and 
the  i n d o c t r i n a t i o n  which you rece ived  when y o u . a r r i v e d  a t  Duc 
Pho? 

A. I d i d n ' t  r ece ive  any. The only t r a i n i n g  I received 
was i n  the a v i a t i o n  s e c t i o n ,  and, of course,  we were i n  the  a i r  
and we d i d n ' t  have t r a i n i n g  as  f a r  as  the  t rea tment  of p r i soners  
was concerned. We had t r a i n i n g  on how t o  shoot s t r a i g h t  and 
how t o  i d e n t i f y  and d i s t i n g u i s h  c i v i l i a n s  from combatants. We 
learned  what t o  look f o r ,  how t o  defend ourse lves ,  and how t o  
p r o t e c t  t h e  s h i p  whi le  we were i n  f l i g h t .  

Q. Do you know whether t h a t  a v i a t i o n  detachment took 
i t s '  h e l i c o p t e r s  with it o r  whether it picked up i t s 1  h e l i -
cop te r s  i n  country? 

A. They brought the 2 3 ' s  from Hawaii. I know they re-
ceived the  dueys a f t e r  they a r r i v e d  i n  country. They rece ived  
them a f t e r  I a r r i v e d  i n  the  u n i t .  

Q .  I have he re  some cards  which have been entered  i n t o  
tile record a s  exh; b i t s .  The f i r s t  one. i s  c a l l e d ,  "Nine Rules ", 
which has been e n t e r e d  as  Exhibi 't  M-2. This is the  card ,  and 
hc:re a r e  p r i n t o u t s  of it. You might look a t  t h i s  card  and see 
ii you were i s s u e d  such a  card when you a r r i v e d  o r  s h o r t l y  there-
a f t e r  (handing t h e  witness  Exhib i t  M-2)  ? 

A. I have seen the  card.  I d id  r ece ive  one w h i l e  I 
was i n  Vietnam. I d o n ' t  be l i eve  t h a t  I received one very shor t -
l y  a f t e r  my a r r i v a l .  I c a n ' t  s t a t e  t h a t  with c e r t a i n t y ,  but  
t o  the  b e s t  of my r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  I d id  n o t  r ece ive  a card l i k e  
t h a t  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  my a r r i v a l .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  see ing  one u n t i l  
I had been i n  country f o r  some time; how long, I c a n ' t  say. 

& I have another  one which has been en te red  i n t o  t h e  
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r eco rd  as E x h i b i t  M-3 and t h i s  i s  e n t i t l e d ,  "Enemy I n  Your Hands." 
I would a sk  i f  you s a w  t h i s  ca rd  o r  had a copy o f  it i s s u e d  t o  
you o r  whether  you know if o t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l s  i n  t h e  b r igade  
r e c e i v e d  such cop ie s  ? 

A .  I ' v e  seen  t h i s  one, b u t  I d o n ' t  e v e r  r e c a l l  be ing  
a c t u a l l y  given one o r  having g iven  one f o r  my p e r s o n a l  poses s ion .  

Q Do you remember r e a d i n g  t h e  f i v e  p o i n t s  on the  re-
v e r s e  s i d e ?  

A .  No. 

Q Before  I go on t o  t h e  middle of  March, do you have 
any q u e s t i o n s  M r .  MACCRATE? 

MR MACCRATE: M r .  RIDENHOUR, I would be i n t e r e s t e d  i n  knowing 
whether,  i n  t h e  pe r iod  you w e r e  i n  Hawaii o r  upon a r r i v a l  i n  
count ry ,  i f  t h e r e  w a s  any a t t e n t i o n  given i n  any of your t r a i n -  
i n g  t o  t h e  Vietnamese: who they w e r e ,  any th ing  about t he  spec-
i a l  customs; c i rcumstances  t h a t  would be faced  i n  t he  count ry ;  
t h e  p e c u l i a r  c o n d i t i o n s  under which you would be f i g h t i n g ;  t h e  
problems sometimes r e f e r r e d  t o  as " h e a r t s  and minds"; how much 
i n  winning " h e a r t  , and minds " i n  t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  t h e r e .  How much 
of t h i s  came through t o  you e i t h e r  i n  Hawaii o r  i n  country? 

A .  The t r a i n i n g  t h a t  I r ece ived  and a l l  t h e  t r a i n i n g  
t h a t  I heard  about ,  n o t  heard  about ,  b u t  t h e  t r a i n i n g  t h a t  I 
experiencei;  and t h a t  t he  people  t h a t  were wi th  me, I assume 
they exper ienced  it a l s o ,  d e a l t  w i t h  s u r v i v i n g  a s  a m i l i t a r y  
man i n  a f o r e i g n  count ry .  The customs of t h e  people  were d e a l t  
w i th  as f a r  ac, what t h e i r  v i l l a g e s  were lilte; what you might 
expec t  t o  encoun te r  i n  t h e  way of armed r e s i s t a n c e  i n  those  
v i l l a g e s .  Other  t h a n  t h a t ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  r e c e i v i n g  any i n f o r -  
mation of any t y p e  o r  any t r a i n i n g  a s  t o  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e s  be- 
tween t h e i r  s o c i e t y  and ou r s  o r  what ou r  s p e c i f i c  m i l i t a r y  pur- 
pose was t h e r e  o t h e r  t han  t o  su rv ive .  I p e r s o n a l l y  had taken  
an i n t e r e s t  i n  it and had done some r e a d i n g  on my own, q u i t e  
a b i t  o f  r e a d i n g  as a m a t t e r  of f a c t .  Not very many of  t h e  
o t h e r  people  i n  t h e  70th I n f a n t r y  Detachment, t o  my knowledge, 
had. 

10: Well,  I can w e l l  unders tand  t h e  problems of t r y i n g  
t o  g e t  a long  range  p a t r o l  o r  a group of s p e c i a l i s t s  a l l  t r a i n e d  
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and s o  f o r t h ,  and,  very  f r a n k l y ,  I can unders tand  t h e  emphasis 
upon o p e r a t i o n a l  t echniques  and t h i s ,  t h a t ,  and t h e  o t h e r ,  be-
cause ,  very  f r a n k l y ,  t h i s  is  one of t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  I have a 
g r e a t  b e l i e f  i n ,  and I would be s u r e  t h a t  General  LIPSCOMB, who 
I t h i n k  was the b r i g a d e  commander a t  t h e  t i m e ,  w a s  probably a l s o  
p u t t i n g  a l o t  of p r e s s u r e  on g e t t i n g  t h e s e  people  t r a i n e d  t o  
be a b l e  t o  s u r v i v e  i n  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  k ind  of environment.  Now, 
r ecogn iz ing  t h e  t r a i n i n g  which you had r ece ived  and w e  have gone 
over  somewhat h e r e ,  i n  your c a p a c i t y  i n i t i a l l y  as a doorgunner 
and subsequent ly  i n  long  range p a t r o l ,  d i d  you p e r s o n a l l y  have 
any problems l i v i n g  b l t h i n  t h a t  guidance? 

A. L iv ing  within--  

Q .  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Using t h a t ,  d i d  you have any problem knowing 
t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  t h a t  were t o  be taken under f i re  and s o  on,  
Did you have any problem, f o r  example, i n  t r y i n g  t o  determine 
whether you w e r e  t o  shoo t  women o r  c h i l d r e n  o r  any th ing  of t h i s  
na tu re?  

A. My p e r s o n a l  p o l i c y  w a s  and t h e  p o l i c y  of t h e  av ia -  
t i o n  s e c t i o n  w a s  t o  s k ~ o t  a t  people  t h a t  s h o t  a t  you, o r  i f  they  
were c a r r y i n g  weapons and s h o t  a t  you, o r  i f  t hey  evaded and 
cont inued t o  evade a f t e r  numerous a t tempts-  t o  g e t  them t o  su r -
r ende r  o r  t o  show themselves ,  t h e n  we s h o t  a t  them. I d o n ' t  
r e c a l l  ever  shoo t ing  a t  anybody o r  e v e r  s ee ing  anybody s h o t  a t  
from our  p l a n e s ,  from our  h e l i c o p t e r s ,  who d i d n ' t  have a  weapon, 
who h a d n ' t  been g iven  many, many chances t o  s u r r e n d e r .  

Q So they  w e r e  p r e t t y  t i g h t  on t h a t ,  t h e n ,  i n  making + 

s u r e - -

A .  ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )  They were i n  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  u n i t ,  

Q - Now, p r i o r  t o  your d e p a r t u r e  o r  subsequent  t o  your 
a r r i v a l  i n  Vietnam, do you r e c a l l  any d i s c u s s i o n s  by t h e  b r i -  
gade commander, General  LIPSCOMB, t a l k i n g  t o  t h e  people  about  
t r ea tmen t  of c i v i l i a n s ,  noncombatants, and s o  f o r t h  t r y i n g  t o  
a c t u a l l y  b e f r i e n d  t h e  popu la t ion  i n  o r d e r  t o  t r y  t o  g e t  them 
on our  side, r a t h e r  t h a n  t r y i n g  t o  make enemies o u t  of  them? 

A .  I d o n ' t  recal l  any such i n s t r u c t i o n s .  To my re-
c o l l e c t i o n ,  t h a t  was d e f i n i t e l y  n o t  t he  a t t i t u d e  t h a t  p r e v a i l e d  
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i n  the 1 1 t h  I n f a n t r y  Brigade.  

Q I wish you would e x p l a i n  t h a t  a l i t t l e  b i t ?  This  
is somewhat impor t an t  t o  me. 

A. An i l l u s t r a t i o n :  one day we were o u t  on p a t r o l  w i t h  
the a v i a t i o n  s e c t i o n  with  the 2 3 ' s ,  and we were c a l l e d  i n  t o  
suppor t  an i n f a n t r y  company. They had seen  some people ,  and 
people  were a p p a r e n t l y  s n i p i n g  a t  them and con t inu ing  t o  evade. 
So w e  went over  t h e r e  and we flew over  and gave them suppor t .  
We d i d n ' t  f i n d  aiiybody, and we c i r c l e d  around and flew overhead 
f o r  about  2 0  minutes and then  we landed.  My h e l i c o p t e r  landed 
whi le  t h e  o t h e r  chopper f lew overhead and covered us.  I g o t  
o u t  and fol lowed our  p i l o t  over  t o  t h e  company command group. 
I pe r sona l ly  knew t h e  company commander, and I spoke t o  him and 
s a i d ,  "Hello,  sir. What a r e  you doing?"  He s a i d ,  " K i l l i n g  
'd inks .  I' Th i s  i s  t h e  type  of a t t i t u d e  t h a t  p r e v a i l e d .  

Q What d i d  he mean by " k i l l i n g  ' d i n k s 1 ' I ?  

A. H e  meant k i l l i n g  ' d inks .  ' H e  meant k i l l i n g  Vietna-
mese. "What are y u doing,  s i r ?  What a r e  you up t o ? "  " W e  a r e  
o u t  k i l l i n g  d i n k s  .' " 

Q. Was he r e f e r r i n g  t o  k i l l i n g  VC o r  j u s t  k i l l i n g  V i e t -
namese 

A. I d i d n ' t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  q u e s t i o n  him t o  t h a t  e x t e n t .  
What he s a i d  w a s  " k i l l i n g  ' d inks .  ' " Whenever y o u ' r e  a p r i v a t e  
you d o n ' t  q u e s t i o n  a c a p t a i n .  

Q. Your p e r s o n a l  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n ,  though,  was t h a t  they 
were j u s t  o u t  k i l l i n g  Vietnamese? A "d ink" ,  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h e r e  
is an a c c u r a t e  d e f i n i t i o n  of it. I know some people  use it i n  
terms of a VC . A VC is  a "dink.  " 

A. T h a t ' s  r i g h t ,  a VC is  a "d ink"  o r  a "gook" t o  some 
people ,  b u t  a t  l e a s t  from my realm of expe r i ence ,  very r a p i d l y  
a f t e r  a man's a r r i v a l  i n  Vietnam, t h e  t e r m  soon encompasses a l l  
Vietnamese. 

Q. I t h i n k  i t ' s  a very u n f o r t u n a t e  term t o  us .  A s  a 
matter of f a c t ,  I w i l l  be very  f r a n k  w i t h  you. I t  wasn ' t  u n t i l  
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I joined t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o r  was a s s igned  t o  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a -
t i o n  t h a t  I r e a l l y  r e a l i z e d  t h a t  people  used t h e  t e r m  "d inks . "  
because i n  F i r s t  F i e l d  Force  we had n o t  used it. 

A. I t  w a s  used e x t e n s i v e l y  by o f f i c e r s ,  e n l i s t e d  men, 
a l l  t h e  Americans t h a t  I came i n t o  c o n t a c t  w i t h  throughout  my 
t o u r  of du ty  i n  Vietnam. 

Q . Do you r ez -11  General  KOSTER, t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander, 
welcoming t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade i n  country? 

A. I f  he d i d ,  I wasn 't p r e s e n t .  

Q Do you . r e c a l l  any d i s c u s s i o n  by t h e  s t a f f  judge ad-
voca te  concerning l e g a l  ma t t e r s  and a l s o  concerning t h e  hand l ing  
and t r e a t m e n t  of c i v i l i a n s  and t h e  r e p o r t i n g  of i n c i d e n t s  and 
t h i n g s  of t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  ca tegory?  

A. I f  t h e r e  w a s  any such d i s c u s s i o n ,  I d idn  ' t  hea r  it 
nor  d i d  I h e a r  of it. 

MR WEST: M r .  RIDENHOUR, I t h i n k  you a r e  aware t h a t  some of 
t h e  men of C h a r l i e  Company who were i n  t h e  p l a c e  t h a t ' s  come t o  
be known as My La i  ( 4 )  on 16 March s t a t e d  p u b l i c l y ,  such a s  MEADLO, 
BERNHARDT, and SIMPSON, t h a t  t hey  d i d  what they  d i d  t h e r e  pursu-
a n t  t o  o r d e r s  and were c a r r y i n g  o u t  o r d e r s  as  f a r  as they  under-
s tood  it. Do you recall  i n  your t r a i n i n g  r e c e i v i n g  i n s t r u c t i o n s  
about t h e  importance of obeying o r d e r s  and t h a t  a l s o  it w a s  n o t  
necessary t o  obey an i l l e g a l  o r d e r ?  

A .  I remember ve ry  vaguely when I went through b a s i c  
t ~ a i n i n g - - y o u r  f i r s t  week of b a s i c  t r a i n i n g  they  r e f e r  t o  as 
ze ro  week, and throughout  ze ro  week, you know, you g e t  your  
h a i r  chopped o f f ,  and y o u ' r e  i s s u e d  uniforms,  and you t ake  a 
b a t t e r y  of t e s t s ,  and they  g i v e  you some b a s i c  i n s t r u c t i o n  on 
marching, and they g ive  you a few b a s i c  c l a s s e s .  I t  was e i t h e r  
a t  t h e  end of ze ro  week o r  a t  t h e  very beginning of  my f i r s t  
week i n  b a s i c  t r a i n i n g  t h a t  I r ece ived  a c l a s s  on t h e  u n i v e r s a l  
( s i c )  code of m i l i t a r y  j u s t i c e ,  and t o  t h e  b e s t  of my r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  
they brought  t h a t  p o i n t  up aga in  a t  t h a t  class. Tha t  was the  
only t i m e  t h a t  I hea rd  of it o f f i c i a l l y .  I t  w a s  b rought  up i n  
d i s c u s s i o n  wh i l e  I was i n  b a s i c  t r a i n i n g  because t h e r e  w a s  an  
a r t i c l e  i n  t h e  Stars a r d  S t r i p e s  about a s e r g e a n t  i n  t h e  Marine 
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Corps who was i n  Vietnam a t  t h a t  t i m e  who had been charged and 
convic ted  of murdering a Vietnamese c i v i l i a n  o r  two Vietnamese 
c i v i l i a n s  a t  t h e  o r d e r s  of h i s  company commander o r  p l a toon  
l e a d e r .  H e  w a s  conv ic t ed  of t h e  murder, and a p p a r e n t i y ,  t h e  
p l a toon  l e a d e r  o r  whoever it was t h a t  gave him t h e  o r d e r  o r  
t h a t  he main ta ined  gave him t h e  o r d e r  was g iven  a s l a p  on t h e  
w r i s t  o r  something of t h a t  s o r t .  Because t h i s  w a s  i n  t he  pape r ,  
t h e r e  w a s  a d i s c u s s i o n  i n  my p l a t o o n  about  it. 

Q I n  t h e  t r a i n i n g  t h a t  you r e c e i v e d  on t h i s  p o i n t ,  
were t h e r e  any e:.amples given? 

A.  I c a n ' t  hones t ly  r e c a l l .  

Q. We've asked q u i t e  a number of w i tnes ses  about t h i s .  
Seve ra l  have s t a t e d  t h a t  t hey  thought  t h e  t r a i n i n g  should be 
more s p e c i f i c  on t h i s  p o i n t .  I j u s t  wanted t o  ask your  f e e l i n g  
on t h i s .  I t  i s  a d i f f i c u l t  cho ice  f o r  a man i n  combat who re-
ce ives  what he conceives  t o  be an i l l e g a l  o r d e r .  What is he t o  
do? Many wi tnes ses  have t o l d  us they d i d n ' t  know what t o  do. 
A s  you r e c a l l ,  t h i s  was touched on only b r i e f l y ,  perhaps i n  t h e  
f i r s t  week of you - b a s i c  t r a i n i n g ?  

A. That  's r i g h t .  

Q - Any subsequent  i n s t r u c t i o n  on t h i s  p o i n t ?  

A. \lot f i a t  I r e c a l l .  When I l e f t  F o r t  Benning, I went 
through b a s i c  t r a i n i n g  and then  advanced i n f a n t r y  t r a i n i n g ,  
and t h e n  I went t o  jump schoo l  f o r  pa rachu te  t r a i n i n g  a t  F o r t  
Benning. I :,,,AS3 weeks i n  pa rachu te  t r a i n i n g  a t  F o r t  Benning, 
and I w a s  3 more weeks i n  a ho ld ing  company because I had t o  
w a i t  f o r  t h e  n e x t  c l a s s  t h a t  w a s  be ing  h e l d  a t  F o r t  Benning. 
I t  w a s  a p r e p a r a t o r y  c l a s s  t o  p repa re  people  t o  go t o  Vietnam. 
I t  w a s  about  4 days of t r a i n i n g  and i n d o c t r i n a t i o n  on Vietnam 
and Vietnamese v i l l a g e s ,  t h e  type  of r e s i s t a n c e ,  booby t r a p s ,  
t r e a t m e n t  of  p r i s o n e r s ,  e t  c e t e r a .  Treatment of p r i s o n e r s  was 
touched on b r i e f l y ,  b u t  very  b r i e f l y .  I n  my op in ion ,  it wasn ' t 
adequate .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  i n s t r u c t i o n  on t h e  t r e a t m e n t  of non-
combatants,  r ecogn iz ing  t h a t  t h i s  i s  a d i f f i c u l t  problem i n  
Vietnam, t o  de te rmine  who i s  a noncombatant and who i s n ' t ?  
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A. The on ly  d i s c u s s i o n  t h a t  I can r e c a l l  about  noncom-
b a t a n t s  was t h e  d i f f i c u l t y  i n  d i s t i n g u i s h i n g  combatants from 
noncombatants and t h e  problem of having t o  be aware a t  a l l  t i m e s  
of t h e  people  who are around you, because many t imes  t h e  people  
t h a t  appear  t o  be c i v i l i a n s  a r e  n o t  c i v i l i a n s ,  e t- c e t e r a .  

Q .  Do you recall  i n  your i n s t r u c t i o n  any d i s c u s s i o n  
of war cr imes;  t h e  so -ca l l ed  convent iona l  war cr imes o r  t h e  
mis t rea tment  of noncombatants ? 

A. Not a s  committed by American t roops .  Of cou r se ,  
t h e r e  w a s  a g r e a t  d e a l  of t a l k  about  t h e  bad t h i n g s  t h e  VC 
would do t o  you i f  they caught  you, e s p e c i a l l y  when I a r r i v e d  
i n  long  range  p a t r o l  and a l s o  when I a r r i v e d  i n  t h e  a v i a t i o n  
s e c t i o n .  I t  appeared a t  t h a t  t ime t h a t  j u s t  b e f o r e  I a r r i v e d  
i n  t h i s  a v i a t i o n  s e c t i o n  a h e l i c o p t e r  had been s h o t  down, o r  
a couple of weeks b e f o r e  I a r r i v e d ,  and one of t h e  p i l o t s  had 
been t o r t u r e d  p r e t t y  badly.  

Q Was t h i s  b e f o r e  Te t?  

A. Yes. This  would have been l i k e  i n  t h e  middle of  
December of 1967. 

Q - de have asked some wi tnes ses  i f  they unders tood 
what a w a r  crirn,; was, and some of t h e s e  w i t n e s s e s  w e r e  n o t  a t  
a l l  c l e a r  on t h c  p o i n t .  I wondered i f  you could r e c a l l  any th ing  
i n  y2ur  t r a i n i n g  which c o n s i s t e d  of examples of what t h e  s o  
c ~113dconven.tion21 w a r  cr imes would be? 

A .  I c a n ' t  recal l ,  sir. 

COL ,. ';WKLIN: One q u e s t i o n ,  M r .  RIDENHOUR. Could you g i v e  some 
more examples of why you t h i n k  t h e  way you do about t h e  1 1 t h  
% r i j a d e l s  a t t i t u d e s  toward t h e  Vietnamese people?  

A. S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  my c l o s e s t  f r i e n d ,  w h i l e  I was i n  t h e  
a v i a t i o n  s e c t i o n ,  w a s  t h e  doorgunner f o r  General  LIPSCOMB ' s  
Char l i e -Cha r l i e ,  h i s  command and c o n t r o l  h e l i c o p t e r ,  and he used 
t o  come back day a f t e r  day from f l y i n g  wi th  t h e  g e n e r a l  and re-
p e a t  s t o r i e s  t o  me of how General  LIPSCOMB had r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  
Vietnamese a s  "dinks  I' and "gooks " and how he had been very  cal-
l o u s  i n  h i s  command d i r e c t i o n  of h i s  t r o o p s  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e s ,  
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e s p e c i a l l y  as f a r  as having almost  u t t e r  d i s r e g a r d  f o r  t h e  c rops  
and homes of t h e  Vietnanzse  v i l l a g e r s .  I f  he r e c e i v e d  f i r e  of 
any k ind ,  n o t  t h e  g e n e r a l ,  b u t  h i s  t r o o p s ,  i f  he r ece ived  f i r e  
from a v i l l a g e  o r  nea r  a v i l l a g e ,  t h e  v i l l a g e  was t r e a t e d  r a t h e r  
roughly 

Q Do you recall  any s p e c i f i c  examples? Explain  what 
you mean by "roughly.  " 

A. Not having been t h e r e ,  t h e  only  t h i n g  t h a t  I can 
t e l l  you is--this s t i c k s  i n  my mind p r e t t y  s t r o n g l y - - i s  a d i -
r e c t  quo te  t h a t  t h i s  young man t o l d  me o r  t h a t  he r epea t ed  t o  
me  t h a t  he t o l d  m e  w a s  a d i r e c t  quote  from t h e  g e n e r a l  over  t h e  
r a d i o .  They ' re  a l l  hooked i n  on t h e  r a d i o  system. Somebody 
c a l l e d  up and s a i d  w e  r e c e i v e d  a couple  of rounds of s n i p e r  
f i r e  from a v i l l a g e ,  and he s a i d ,  "Burn it. Wipe them o u t .  " 
This  i s  a d i r e c t  quo te  from him. I t ' s  secondhand, and,  t he re -
f o r e ,  you have t o  judge it w i t h  a g r a i n  of s a l t ,  b u t  t h e  t h i n g  
t h a t  s t i c k s  f i r m l y  i n  my mind i s  t h a t  he came back w i t h  s t o r i e s  
of t h i s  s o r t  s o  o f t e n ,  and then  I knew t h e  guy very w e l l ,  and 
he i s  n o t  a b u l l  s h i t t e r .  

MR WEST: Could you g ive  us h i s  name? 

A. H i s  name i s  Terry  HUXFORD. 

Q 'Iow do you s p e l l  h i s  l a s t  name? 

Q He would have been i n  t h e  a v i a t i o n  detachment? 

A. T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  

10: How long  had he been a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  General  LIPS-
COMB? Do you know? 

A. H e  and I were i n  t h e  70 th  I n f a n t r y  ~ e t a c h m e n tto-
g e t h e r ,  and w e  w e r e  t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  t h e  a v i a i o n  s e c t i o n  t o g e t h e r .  

MR WEST: Do I unders tand t h a t  HUXFORD was t h e  RTO f o r  Gen-
e r a l  LIPSCOMB? 
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A. No, no. H e  was t h e  doorgunner i n  t h e  Cha r l i e -Cha r l i e .  

10: I don l t . know of t h a t  doorgunner,  f r a n k l y .  Can he 
always l i s t e n  t o  t h e  conve r sa t ion  going o u t  when you a r e  on a 
br igade  push? 

A. I f  t h e  s h i p  ' s  r a d i o  system i s  connected.  

Q T h a t ' s  j u s t  a s t r a i g h t  in tercom,  b u t  t o  my knowledge
t h e  doorgunner cannot  l i s t e n  t o  anyt,hing o t h e r  t h a n  t h e  i n t e r -
com. H e  does n o t  have t h e  f a c i l i t y  t o  t une  i n  on t h e  f r equenc ie s  
l i k e  t h e  b r igade  push o r  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  push,  f o r  example, which 
were changing a l l  t h e  t ime? 

A. I don 't know how t h e  r a d i o  s e t u p  was hooked up o r  what-
eve r ,  bu t  t h e  2 3 ' s  t h a t  I f l e w  on, a t  least ,  w e  heard  a l l  t h e  ' 

t r ansmis s ions .  

Q - HUXFORD w a s  n o t  f l y i n g  on a 23. H e  was f l y i n g  on a 
Huey C & C? 

A. Y e s .  

Q I know my doorgunner d i d n ' t  l i s t e n  t o  me, because 
he c o u l d n ' t  g e t  on t h o s e  pushes.  A l l  he could go on was i n -
tercom. This  i s n ' t  t o  say t h a t  one way o r  ano the r  he might 
have picked up something l i k e  t h a t  t o o ,  you know. 

P Like I s a i d ,  it is  secondhand s o  you have t o  t a k e  
ic with  a g r a i n  of  s a l t .  

Q., L e t ' s  come down t o  Task Force  Barker i t s e l f .  You, 
undoubtedly were f a m i l i a r  wi th  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  of t h i s  t a s k  
f o r c e  and when it was organized?  

A. I w a s n ' t ,  no. I became aware t h a t  Task Force  Barker 
e x i s t e d  when o u r  2 3 ' s  w e r e  c a l l e d  up n o r t h  t o  g i v e  them s u p p o r t  
a couple  of t imes .  

Q Did you know t h a t  your f r i e n d s ,  f o r  example, who 
had t r a n s f e r r e d  from t h e  70th had gone t o  C/1/20, t h a t  they  
had gone t o  a new o r g a n i z a t i o n ?  
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A. You mean when t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  w a s  formed? No I wasn I t .  

Q This  i s n ' t  r e a l l y  complete ly  germane, b u t  t h e  f a c t  
i s ,  the  t a s k  f o r c e  c o n s i s t e d  of khe t h r e e  companies ; A / 3 / 1 ,  
~ / 4 / 3 ,  and C/1/20. I n  your  f l y i n g  and s o  f o r t h ,  you undoubtedly,  
i f  you went up and gave suppor t  t h e r e ,  were aware t h a t  Task Force  
Barker was o p e r a t i n g  i n  t h i s  g e n e r a l  a r e a  n o r t h  of Quang Ngai 
C i ty  and e a s t  of Highway l ?  

A. Y e s .  Le t  me c l a r i f y  t h a t .  I was aware t h a t  they 
ope ra t ed  o f f  of LZ D o t t i e  and o c c a s i o n a l l y  o f f  of  LZ Upt igh t .  
S p e c i f i c a l l y , where they ope ra t ed ,  where t hey  r e g u l a r l y  oper -  
a t e d ,  I wasn I t - -

Q - ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  W e l l ,  you w e r e  g e n e r a l l y  aware. 

I n  your p o s i t i o n  a s  a doorgunner a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  q u i t e  

l o g i c a l l y ,  you s h o u l d n ' t  know an awful l o t  of t h e  d e t a i l s ,  

o t h e r  t han  j u s t  i n  p a s s i n g  as an i n d i v i d u a l  would 

who keeps h i s  eyes  and e a r s  open s o  t o  speak.  Now, 

when d i d  you f i r s t  h e a r  of t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  of Task Force  

Barker i n t o  t h i s  a r e a  e a s t  n o r t h e a s t  of Quang Ngai C i ty ;  

t h a t  which i s  now r e f e r r e d  t o  as My L a i ,  which i s  a misnomer, 

very f r a n k l y .  I t h i n k  t h e  people  used t o  r e f e r  t o  it as Pink-

v i l l e .  I t ' s  a c t u a l l y  Son My V i l l a g e .  When d i d  you f i r s t  h e a r  

of t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ,  and how d i d  you hea r  of i t ?  


A. I d i d n ' t  h e a r  of t h e  o p e r a t i o n .  W e  f l ew  up t h e r e  
t o  g i v e  them s u p p o r t ,  and t h i s  w a s  e a r l y  i n  March. S p e c i f i c a l l y  
when, I c a n ' t  s ay ;  it was e a r l y  i n  March. I b e l i e v e  t h e  f i r s t  
day we went up t h e r e  t o  suppor t  them they  were o p e r a t i n g  i n  My 
Lai  (1), Pin, ~ i l l e( p o i n t i n g  t o  E x h i b i t  MAP-1) . They were op-
e r a t i n g  r i g h t  i n  here .  I t , w a s  n o t  p a r t i a l l y  des t royed ;  it w a s  
a lmost  u t t e r l y  des t royed  a t  t h e  t ime.  I mean t h e  houses w e r e  
a shambles and t h e  people  were--you a r e  f a m i l i a r  wi th  it. You 
know how they  j u s t  throw houses t o g e t h e r  ove r  t h e  r u i n s ,  j u s t  
about  ( p o i n t i n g  i n  t h e  area of coo rd ina t e s  735815) .  

Q. Hootches i s  how they  r e f e r  t o  them? 

A. T h a t ' s  r i g h t ,  A l o t  of them were j u s t  l e a n - t o ' s .  
They w e r e n ' t  even hootches ; they  were j u s t  l e a n - t o ' s .  Right  
a long h e r e ,  a long  t h i s  waterway, about  eve ry  30 meters  t h e r e  
were d e f e n s i v e  bunkers  b u i l t  and t h e s e  were d e f e n s i v e  bunkers.  
They weren ' t  p r o t e c t i v e  bunkers ,  t h e y  were d e f e n s i v e  bunkers.  
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They w e r e  o p e r a t i n g  i n  t h e r e .  They r ece ived  a l i t t l e  b i t  of 
r e s i s t a n c e ,  n o t  very  much, t h e  day t h a t  I f lew overhead.  They 
l o c a t e d  and blew a few t u n n e l  complexes. 

Q You i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h i s  was e a r l y  i n  March. 

A. I d o n ' t  know i f  it w a s  e a r l y  March o r  l a te  i n  Feb-
r u a r y  o r  what, b u t  it w a s  be fo re  My La i  ( 4 )  . 
Q. We would p l a c e  t h a t  ope ra t ion  a c t u a l l y  e a r l y  i n  Feb-
r u a r y ,  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  one. There w a s  a  subsequent  o p e r a t i o n  
i n  t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  of February,  a c t u a l l y  on t h e  23rd of Feb-
r u a r y ,  which went i n t o  t h e  a r e a ,  which g e n e r a l l y  speaking w e  
r e f e r  t o  now a s  My La i  ( 4 )  and had a company t h a t  g o t  p r e t t y  
w e l l  pinned down, and they had t o  e x t r a c t  them w i t h  A P C 1 s .  Now, 
you may remember--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  L e t  m e  ask you a q u e s t i o n .  
Did t h e  VC o r  NVA have 5.57 r o c k e t  l aunchers  and were they 
be l i eved  t o  have a mor ta r  p o s i t i o n  on t h a t  h i l l  t h a t  overlooks--

Q. - ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  H i l l  85 t o  the south .  Y e s .  
That  day they were u s ing  q u i t e  a few au tomat ic  weapons 
i n  terms of au tomat ic  r i f l e s  and machineguns, RPG-7's w e r e  
inc luded ,  t h e  B-40 ,  and t h e r e  w e r e  a l s o  t h e  mor ta rs .  

A. W e  f l ew  combat suppor t  f o r  t h a t  u n i t  t h a t  day,  and 
whether  o r  n o t  ,ie a c t u a l l y  d i d ,  I d o n ' t  know, b u t  w e  were cred-
i t e d  wi th  knocking o u t  a mortar  p o s i t i o n  on t o p  of t h a t  h i l l .  
I t  looked l i k e  an abandoned Korean de fens ive  p o s i t i o n  on t o p  
of t h e  h i l l .  

Q I f  you look on t h e  map (Exh ib i t  MAP-1.) I t ' s  t h e  
h i l l  j u s t  sou th  of Highway 521 t h e r e ,  H i l l  85? 

A .  T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  

Q . Some people  c a l l  it Elephant  Mountain? 

A. Right ,  Right  about o r  above t h e  two L ' s  t h e r e ,  I 
b e l i e v e ,  i s  where t h a t  w a s  l o c a t e d ,  and they  were dropping mor-
ta rs  down on t h e s e  people  somewhere a long  t h e  highway. 

Q . Do you recal l  s ee ing  APC's down t h e r e  t h a t  day? 

(RIDENHOUR) 16 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

APP T-266 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

A. Y e s ,  t h e r e  w e r e .  They had a whole bunch of them. 

Q So, t h e  nex t  o p e r a t i o n ,  and t h i s  i s  t h e  one t h a t  
we a r e  focus ing  on ,  i s  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  of t h e  1 6 t h  i n t o  t h i s  
area. A t  some p o i n t  of time you s t a r t e d  hea r ing  about  t h i s  
and t a l k i n g  t o  people  and s o  f o r t h .  Can you, t h e n ,  back up 
and s t a r t  r i g h t  a t  t he  beginning f o r  me and j u s t  run through--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  When I f i r s t  heard  of t h e  i n c i d e n t ?  

Q- Y e s .  And who t o l d  you and what he t o l d  you, i f  you
w i l l ,  and go down t h e  l i s t  of  people  c h r o n o l o g i c a l l y ,  i f  a t  
a l l  p o s s i b l e ,  anci when you g e t  through w e ' l l  have some q u e s t i o n s  
t o  ask you. 

A. I w a s  t r a n s f e r r e d  from t h e  a v i a t i o n  s e c t i o n ,  as I 
said, around t h e  20th  o r  t he  2 1 s t  of A p r i l ,  and I s p e n t  approx-
imate ly  10 days a t  Headquarters and Headquar ters  Company. 
Sometime du r ing  t h i s  10-day p e r i o d  I r a n  i n t o  a man I knew as  
Butch GRUVER. I b e l i e v e  h i s  name i s  Char les  GRUVER. We had 
se rved  i n  t h e  70th I n f a n t r y  Detachment t o g e t h e r ,  and w e  weren 't 
r e a l l y  o l d  budd ie s ,  b u t  w e  w e r e  p r e t t y  good acqua in tances .  H e  
had j u s t  r e c e n t l y  jo ined  Long Range P a t r o l ,  5 1 s t  I n f a n t r y  
Company, and he wc ;down t h e r e  a t  Duc Pho on a miss ion .  They 
w e r e  g e t t i n g  ready  t o  go o u t  t h e  n e x t  day on a long  range p a t r o l  
miss ion,  and we sat  down t o g e t h e r  and j u s t  s t a r t e d  shoo t ing  t h e  
breeze  and j u s t  ask ing  q u e s t i o n s  about what have you been do ing ,  
what u n i t s  you 've  been i n ,  what a r e  they l i k e ,  e t  c e t e r a .  Some-
time du r ing  t h e  course  of t h i s  conve r sa t ion  he = id ,  "Wow. Did 
you h e a r  what w e  d i d  a t  P i n k v i l l e ? "  I s a i d ,  "No. What's Pink-
v i l l e ? "  The s t o r y  j u s t  came o u t .  H e  s a i d ,  "Wow. We j u s t  went 
i n  t h e r e  and k i l l e d  a l l  t hose  c i v i l i a n s .  K i l l e d  everybody i n  
t h e  v i l l a g e .  I' You c a n ' t  t a k e  t h i s  a s  a d i r e c t  q u o t e ,  because 
I c a n ' t  remember s p e c i f i c a l l y  what he s a i d ,  b u t  t h e  g e n e r a l  
d r i f t  of t h e  s t o r y  was t h i s  way a s  he t o l d  it. H e  was r e a l l y  
s o r t  o f ,  "Wow, how could we go i n  t h e r e  and do something l i k e  
t h a t ? "  I d i d n ' t  b e l i e v e  what he was t e l l i n g  me. I r e a l l y  d i d n ' t  
b e l i e v e  t h a t  t hey  had done something l i k e  t h i s .  He t o l d  m e  of 
s ee ing  t h e  c a p t a i n ' s  RTO shoo t  down a boy who w a s  3 ,  4 ,  o r  5 
y e a r s  o l d ;  a ve ry  young boy who was s t a n d i n g  by t h e  t r a i l  who 
w a s  wounded and j u s t  s o r t  of i n  shock and d i d n ' t  know what was 
going on. H e  s a i d  t h e  c a p t a i n ' s  RTO j u s t  looked a t  him and 
blew him away. He a l s o  s a i d  t h a t  he had looked around and seen  
a man shoot  himself  i n  t h e  f o o t .  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  i f  he s a i d  t h e  
guy had done it t o  g e t  o u t  of t h e  a r e a  and t o  g e t  o u t  of t h e  
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r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of  having t o  e i t h e r  obey o r  d i sobey ,  t o  g e t  o u t  
of t h e  s i t u a t i o n  where he would have t o  be conf ron ted  by h i s  
o f f i c e r s .  I t  w a s  GRUVER's op in ion  t h a t  t h e  guy had done it 
purposely .  He t o l d  m e  t h a t  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  day,  he w a s  c a r r y i n g  
an M-79 grenade l aunche r ,  and they  d i d n '  t have any c a n i s t e r  
rounds. Therefore ,  he c o u l d n ' t  f i r e  t h a t ;  he had a .45, b u t  
he d i d n ' t  use it; and t h a t  he popped o f f  some long rounds a t  
people  running,  b u t  t h a t  w a s  it. T h a t ' s  what he t o l d  me. On 
the  1st of  May I jo ined  E Company, 5 1 s t  I n f a n t r y ,  Long Range 
P a t r o l ,  a t  Chu La i .  With t h a t  company i n  Chu La i  w e r e  Michael  
TERRY, B i l l  DOHERTY , Henry PEDRICK. I d i d n ' t  speak t o  PEDRICX 
very much because I d i d n ' t  know him t h a t  w e l l .  H e  is  r e a l l y  a 
q u i e t  k i d ,  and he j u s t  went h i s  own way and d i d  what he was 
t o l d  and j u s t  d i d n ' t  g ive  anybody any t r o u b l e .  I mean he j u s t  
wasn It t h e  t y p i c a l  G I  who b i t c h e s  about eve ry th ing .  He j u s t  
d i d  what was expected of him and shu t  up. He d i d  h i s  job 
and went t o  bed and nobody heard  very much from him. TERRY 
and I had been very  good f r i e n d s .  We had been i n  t h e  same 
company i n  b a s i c  t r a i n i n g  f o r  a week, and then  I was t r a n s f e r r e d  
t o  ano the r  company. They had decided t h a t  t h e  s i z e s  of t h e  
companies i n  t he  b a t t a l i o n  were t o o  b i g ,  and they  broke them 
a l l  down t o  make a f i f t h  company. I w a s  one of t h e  people  who 
went t o  make t h a t  £ i f+-h company. We s t i l l  k e p t  i n  touch and 
s a w  each o t h e r  a l l  t h e  way through b a s i c  t r a i n i n g .  W e  went 
through A I T  t o g e t h e r .  W e  were i n  LPC t o g e t h e r .  W e  w e r e  i n  t h e  
same--

Q - ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )  Would you exp la in  what "LPC" is f o r  
t h e  r eco rd?  

A .  ~ e a d e r s h i p  P r e p a r a t i o n  Course. I t ' s  a course  t h a t  
tlley use  t o  t r a i n  s t u d e n t  cadre  f o r  advanced i n d i v i d u a l  t r a i n i n g .  
h l j  advanced i n d i v i d u a l  t r a i n i n g  happened t o  be i n f a n t r y .  The 
people  who go through t h e  LPC cou r se s ,  i t ' s  a 2-week cou r se ,  
come o u t  of LPC and you a r e  ass igned  t o  your t r a i n i n g  company. 
They t a k e  t h e  LPC pe r sonne l  and make them i n t o  t h e  s t u d e n t  
p l a toon  l e a d e r s  and squad l e a d e r s .  We were i n  d i f f e r e n t  com-
pan ie s  i n  AIT and, s t i l l ,  w e  k e p t  i n  touch.  W e  went t o  jump 
schoo l  t o g e t h e r .  W e  were i n  d i f f e r e n t  companies i n  jump school .  
W e  kept i n  touch i n  jump school  and a f t e r  we completed jump 
school ,  w e  were r ea s s igned  t o  t h i s  ho ld ing  company. W e  were 
bo th  r ea s s igned  a t  t h e  same pe r iod  of t ime and we became very 
good f r i e n d s .  We used t o  spend a l l  of our  t i m e  o f f  duty  t o g e t h e r .  
W e  w e r e  buddies ,  you know, went t o  the  movies t o g e t h e r  and went 
down t o  t h e  e n l i s t e d  men's c l u b  t o g e t h e r ,  and w e  had a l o t  of  
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long d i s c u s s i o n s  about  r e l i g i o n ,  government, and t h i n g s  of 
t h i s  s o r t  because TERRY is a very  r e l i g i o u s  boy. He is  a 
s t r i c t  Mormon and he d i d n ' t  swear, he d i d n ' t  l i e ,  he d i d n ' t  
chea t ,  he d i d n ' t  t e l l  bad s t o r i e s ,  and he d i d n ' t  chase  w i ld  
women simply because he f e l t  it was immoral. I p e r s o n a l l y  
am n o t  a r e l i g i o u s  man. Consequently,  we had many long d i s -  
cuss ions  about r e l i g i o n ,  about  what he b e l i e v e d  i n ,  and about  
what I b e l i e v e d  i n .  W e  t a l k e d  back and f o r t h .  W e  went on 
l eave ,  and we were bo th  r ea s s igned  t o  t h e  70th  I n f a n t r y  Detach- 
ment i n  H a w a i i  i n  Schof i e ld  Barracks  where our  f r i e n d s h i p  
cont inued and grow, and w e  became r e a l l y  good f r i e n d s .  I mean 
t h e  guy w a s  l i k e  a b r o t h e r  t o  me. A t  least  I f e l t  t h a t  we 
were t h a t  c l o s e .  He w a s  r e a s s i g n e d  t o  C/1/20 and I saw him 
maybe once o r  t w ;  ze  du r ing  t h a t  p e r i o d  of t ime wh i l e  he was 
i n  C h a r l i e  Company when they were on s t a n d  down i n  Duc Pho, 
and he would come over .  When I a r r i v e d  i n  E Company, 5 1 s t  
I n f a n t r y ,  t h e  f i r s t  t h i n g  I d i d  w a s  look him up. H e  wasn ' t  
t h e r e  when I f i r s t  a r r i v e d .  H e  was a t  Recondo School i n  
Nha Trang, S p e c i a l  Forces  Long Range P a t r o l  T r a i n i n g  School. 
I t h i n k  he d i d n ' t  g e t  back u n t i l  a  week a f t e r  I a r r i v e d .  W e  
t a l k e d  about  it vaguely o r  j u s t  brushed on t h e  t h i n g ,  because 
he w a s n ' t  very  w i l l i n g  t o  b r i n g  it up o r  ve ry  w i l l i n g  t o  t a l k  
about it. Whenever I brought  it up, he s o r t  of s h i e d  away 
from it, s o  I d i d n ' t  push t h e  guy. I d i d n ' t  want t o  whip him 
wi th  it. A f t e r  mT7o r d e r s  o f f i c i a l l y  came, a s s i g n i n g  me t o  t h e  
u n i t ,  w e  went on a long range p a t r o l  miss ion .  I t  was nea r  a  
b r igade  t h a t  w a s  o p e r a t i n g  o u t  of t h e  n o r t h  t h e r e  a t  Tam Ky. 
We s e t  up on a h i l l  t h e r e  f o r  3 days and watched o r  monitored 
a traCL, watched NVA s o l d i e r s  walking down t h i s  t r a i l .  While 
we were o f f  t h e  OP pos i t i on - - I  mean w e  had s i x  men, and w e  
went i n  s h i f t s  of  two ap iece .  Whenever he and I w e r e n ' t  on 
t h e  O P  p o s i t i o n ,  we had a book w i t h  u s ,  and it w a s  t h e  Passover  
P l o t ,  I t  i s  a book by t h e  man who pu t s  f o r t h  t h e  theory  t h a t  
Jesus  wasn ' t  .-he messiah and t h a t  J e sus  was b u i l d i n g  a myth, 
t h a t  he was pu rpose fu l ly  o u t  t o  do t h i s ,  p u r p o s e f u l l y  o u t  t o  
c r e a t e  a r e l i g i o n .  He would r ead  a c h a p t e r ,  and I would r e a d  
a c h a p t e r ,  and then  we  would argue about it and d i s c u s s  it. 
We s p e n t  3 days o u t  t h e r e  doing t h a t ,  and I d i d n ' t  q u e s t i o n  
him then .  W e  w e r e  e x t r a c t e d  and we s t ayed  on t h e  base camp, 
t h e  forward o p e r a t i n g  base  camp o v e r n i g h t .  W e  s l e p t  t h a t  n i g h t  
Out on t o p  of  a bunker c l o s e  t o  t h e  p e r i m e t e r  and be fo re  we 
went t o  s l e e p  w e  t a l k e d  about  3 hours  about  P i n k v i l l e .  H e  t o l d  
m e  b a s i c a l l y  t h e  same g e n e r a l  s t o r y  t h a t  GRUVER had t o l d  m e :  
that t h e  company had gone i n  t h e r e  and had wiped o u t  t h e  v i l -  
l age ;  t h a t  they had k i l l e d  everybody i n  it t h a t  they could 
f i n d ,  as f a r  as they knew. He wasn ' t i n  L i e u t e n a n t  CALLEY I s  
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p la toon .  He w a s  i n  ano the r  p l a toon ,  t h e  second o r  t h i r d  p l a toon  
i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  Therefore ,  he s a i d  t h a t  he had hea rd  s t o r i e s  
about L ieu t enan t  CALLEY, t h a t  GRUVER had s a i d  t h a t  he had heard  
s t o r i e s  about L ieu t enan t  CALLEY, bu t  he h a d n ' t  seen  anyth ing  
t h a t  L ieu t enan t  CALLEY had a c t u a l l y  done. He h a d n ' t  a c t u a l l y  
seen L ieu tenan t  CALLEY i n  t h e  process  of committing any of  
t h e s e  a c t s  t h a t  were a t t r i b u t e d  t o  him. TERRY s a i d  t h a t  about  
noon, n o t  noon, b u t  whenever t h e y  sa t  down f o r  chow, when they  
s t a r t e d  t o  t a k e  the! .- chow break ,  he and DOHERTY were i n  t h e  
same squad--he and DOHERTY s a t  down t o g e t h e r  and they s t a r t e d  
t o  q e t  o u t  t h e i r  chow, and c l o s e  by them t h e r e  w a s  a p i l e  of 
bodies  i n  a heap. S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  how he d e s c r i b e d  it, I c a n ' t  
say.  Whether t h e r e  w a s  a p i l e  o r  a bunch o r  a group of bodies  
c l o s e  t o  them i n  a d i t c h  o r  some type  of shal low excava t ion .  
A l l  t h e  people  who were i n  t h i s  p i l e  and had been s h o t  w e r e n ' t  
dead, and t h e  people  who were wounded groaned and t h e i r  a r m s  
f lopped  and they  k icked  and t h i n g s ,  and he s a i d  t h a t  t h e s e  
people  were doing t h i s .  He d i d n ' t  say why he g o t  up and went 
over  t h e r e .  He j u s t  s a i d  t h a t  he and DOHERTY had set  t h e i r  
food down and g o t  up and went over  t h e r e  by t h e s e  people .  H e  
s a i d  they were ve ry  oLviously n o t  going t o  g e t  any medical  
t r e a t m e n t  and so they k i l l e d  them, they f i n i s h e d  them o f f .  
He j u s t  s a i d ,  "I guess w e  s o r t  of f i n i s h e d  them o f f  ." W e  
t a l k e d  an? t a l k e d  and t a l k e d  about  it. W e  t a l k e d  about ,  you 
know, "CouLdn't you s e e  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  any th ing  wrong w i t h  
t h a t ,  Mike, " and he j u s t  s a i d ,  "I d o n ' t  know," and t h a t ' s  a l l  
I could g e t  o u t  of him. When TERRY t o l d  m e  t h a t  s t o r y ,  I 
had t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e r e  had been a massacre i n  t h a t  v i l l a g e .  
J had t o  b e l i e v e  + h a t  t h e r e  had been a massacre i n  t h a t  v i l l a g e  
because TERRY was n o t  one t o  f a b r i c a t e .  I would have thought ,  
I- : fo re  he t o l d  me t h a t  s t o r y ,  t h a t  be fo re  he would do some-
t- l ing l i k e  t h a t ,  I would. 

Q . Well, a f t e r  you t a l k e d  t o  TERRY t h e r e ,  d i d  you 
cont inue  your d i s c u s s i o n  wi th  DOHERTY a t  some l a t e r  t ime? 

A. Y e s .  B i l l y  w a s  on a p a t r o l  wi th  us.  He was on a 
miss ion  wi th  us .  H e  and I had d i scussed  it vaguely,  j u s t  s o r t  
of brushed over  it. I never  r e a l l y  s a t  down w i t h  B i l l y  and 
t a l k e d  about it f o r  1 0  o r  15  minutes.  I asked him about what 
TERRY had s a i d ,  and he j u s t  s a i d ,  "That I s  what happened. T h a t ' s  
what we d i d . "  The g e n e r a l  s t o r y  about what t h e  company and 
what t h e  p l a toons  had Aone, going i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  and wiped 
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it o u t ,  w a s  t h e  same. I c a n ' t  r e a l l y  g i v e  a s p e c i f i c  
d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n  between TERRY 's s t o r y  and DOHERTY I s  s t o r y  
because they  were t o g e t h e r ,  and they  were a lmost  i d e n t i c a l l y  
t h e  same. 

What o t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l s  d i d  you t a l k  t o ?Q 

A. I t a l k e d  t o  Henry PEDRICK j u s t  ve ry ,  ve ry  b r i e f l y  
and about  t h e  on ly  t h i n g  he would say  was, "Yeah, it was ter-
r i b l e ,  " and he j u s t  avoided d i s c u s s i n g  t h i s ,  somehow. T h a t ' s  
about a l l  t h a t  was involved  i n  h i s  d i s c u s s i o n  w i t h  me. The 
nex t  t ime I heard  about  it from someone who had a c t u a l l y  been 
there--

Q- ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  The t h r e e  people  t h a t  you had run 
ac ros s  i n  t h e  5 1 s t ,  TERRY--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  GRUVER, t oo .  GRUVER was i n  t h e  
company, too .  I t a l k e d  t o  him b e f o r e .  

Q I see. So t h e r e  are a c t u a l l y  f o u r  of them i n  t h e  
51s t ?  

A. T h a t ' s  a l l  I can r e c a l l .  

Q- Go ahead then?  

MR WEST: Could you f i x  a t ime on t h i s  when you had your long 
d i s c u s s i o n  wi th  TERRY? 

A, My o r d e r s  a r r i v e d  on t h e  15 th .  We went o u t  on t h e  
miss ion 2 o r  3 days a f t e r  t h a t ,  o r  maybe 4 days o r  something. 
We w e r e  o u t  i n  the f i e l d  f o r  4 days ,  and came back,  s o  t h a t  
would p l a c e  it, I would estimate, someplace between t h e  2 1 s t  
and t h e  25th of May. , To my b e s t  r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  t h e  nex t  person 
I t a l k e d  t o  who had s p e c i f i c  knowledge of t h e  i n c i d e n t  was 
Sergeant  La r ry ,  o r  Lawrence, LACROIX. He had been i n  E Com-
pany--not E Company, b u t  70th I n f a n t r y  Detachment a l s o ,  and 
he had a c t u a l l y  been i n  CALLEY's p l a toon .  I t h i n k  he had t o  
have been i n  CALLEY 's p l a toon .  He t o l d  me t h a t  he pe r sona l ly  
s a w  CALLEY, L i e u t e n a n t  CALLEY, t a k e  t h r e e  s e p a r a t e  groups of  
i n d i v i d u a l s ,  round them up i n t o  groups ,  and then  t h e  f i r s t  
group, accord ing  t o  LACROIX, he o rde red  s h o t  down by TORRES, 
PFC TORRES. I d o n ' t  know h i s  f i r s t  name. According t o  LACROIX, 
TORRES had set up an M-60 machinegun and had commenced f i r i n g  
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on t h e  group,  b u t  b e f o r e  they were a l l  down, he q u i t  and s a i d ,  
"No, y o u ' r e  c razy ,  man. I 'm n o t  doing t h i s .  I' CALLEY orde red  
h i m  t o  and o rde red  him t o  and ordered  him t o  and TORRES r e f u s e d  
and r e f  used and r e fused .  How long  t h i s  went on,  I d o n ' t  know. 
He s a i d  t h a t  a f t e r  it became e v i d e n t  t o  CALLEY t h a t  TORRES was 
n o t  going t o  recommence f i r i n g ,  CALLEY took over  t h e  weapon 
himself  and f i n i s h e d  t h e  job. According t o  LACROIX, t h i s  was 
on t h e  f i r s t  group,  and on the  nex t  two groups he brought  o u t ,  
LACROIX s a i d  t h a t  W L E Y  d i d n ' t  b o t h e r  t o  ask anybody e l s e  t o  
man t h e  weapon. H e  manned t h e  weapon himself  and opened f i r e  
on t h e  groups.  LACROIX c o u l d n ' t  s e t  a s p e c i f i c  number on t h e  
i n d i v i d u a l s  who were i n  t h e  groups. H e  e s t i m a t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  
w e r e  t h r e e  groups and t h a t  t h e r e  were roughly 20, roughly 3 0 ,  
and roughly 40 people  i n  t h e  groups.  He d i d n ' t  s a y  what o r d e r  
they came i n  o r  what. H e  said t h a t  t hey  were a l l  ages  and sexes .  

10: Did you speak wi th  anyone e l s e  a f t e r  you t a l k e d  t o  
LACROIX? 

A .  Y e s .  I n  l a t e  October o r  t h e  middle of October  
o r  someplace around t h e  1st of October t o  t he  15 th  of  October,  
I would estimate it approximately ,  I was a s s igned  a long  
range p a t r o l  miss ion  ' -hat  was t o  o p e r a t e  from LZ D o t t i e  i n  
t h e  same a rea .  I a r r i v e d  t h e r e  w i t h  my team, and C h a r l i e  
Company was back on LZ D o t t i e  a t  t h a t  t ime.  I r a n  a c r o s s  TORRES, 
and he r e f e r r e d  t o  it b r i e f l y .  They were s i t t i n g  around 
t a l k i n g  j u  t about  combat and j u s t  t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  happened 
t o  him, and TOKRES k ind  of laughed o r  g igg led  o r  something 
and r e f e r r e d  t o  " a l l  them people  we k i l l e d  a t  P i n k v i l l e .  " 
T h a t ' s  t h e  only t h i n g  he s a i d .  Oh, a k i d  named GARFOLO, 
Gary GARIOLO, j o ined  E Company, 5 1 s t  I n f a n t r y .  When he jo ined  
I d o n ' t  know. I would say it was around August. H e  had been 
i n  C h a r l i e  Company a t  t h e  t ime ,  and he was moved i n t o  o u r  
3 ~ o t c ht h a t  w e  were l i v i n g  i n  i n  Chu La i .  Whenever I was s e n t  
dowll t o  Duc Pho t o  work under t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  c o n t r o l  of t h e  
11 th  Brigade t o  run  LRRP miss ions  o f f  of  Duc Pho, he was 
s e n t  down w i t h  m e .  H e  w a s  on my team f o r  a couple  miss ions .  
He r e f e r r e d  t o  it a couple  of t i m e s .  S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  what he 
s a i d ,  I c a n ' t  recall ,  b u t  it w a s  t h e  same g e n e r a l  s t o r y :  t h a t  
they  had wiped o u t  t h e  v i l l a g e ;  t h a t  they had massacred a l l  
of t h e s e  people.  To my knowledge, I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  what p a r t  
he took i n  it o r  what p a r t  he s a i d  he took i n  it o r  whether o r  
n o t  he took any p a r t  i n  it. The only t h i n g  t h a t  I can r e c a l l  
i s  t h a t  he d i d  r e f e r  t o  t h e  i n c i d e n t .  The n e x t  t ime I t a l k e d  
t o  somebody, t h e  l a s t  t i m e  I t a l k e d  t o  somebody wh i l e  I was i n  
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Vietnam, about  P i n k v i l l e  and about  what happened t h e r e  was 
t h e  l a s t  week o r  p o s s i b l y  t h e  l a s t  1 0  day t h a t  I w a s  i n  V i e t -
nam. PFC Mike BERNHARDT w a s  i n  t h e  Second S u r g i c a l  H o s p i t a l ,  
I b e l i e v e  a t  Chu La i ,  and he had been a very good f r i e n d  oT a 
f r i e n d  of mine, and he had been an acqua in t ance  of mine a l s o .  
This f r i e n d  of mine, Pa t  TOUHY went t o  s e e  him i n  t he  h o s p i t a l  and 
I went w i t h  him. Pa t  l e f t  t o  go someplace. P a t  l e f t  e a r l y .  
He went t o  e a t  o r  something, and I s t a y e d  t h e r e  w i t h  Mike, 
and we w e r e  t a l k i n g .  During t h e  course  of ou r  conve r sa t ion ,  
I asked him about  P i n k v i l l e .  He t o l d  m e  t h e  same s t o r y .  He 
t o l d  me t h a t  he had r e fused  t o  t a k e  any p a r t  i n  it and t h a t  he 
thought  it w a s  a r o t t e n  damn d e a l  and t h a t  something should 
be done about  it. I t o l d  him t h a t ' s  t h e  way I f e l t  about it, 
t h a t  something should be done and t h a t  I w a s  going t o  a t t empt  
somehow, t o  i n i t i a t e  some type  of a c t i o n ,  a t  l e a s t  an i n v e s t i -
ga t ion .  I asked him t h a t  i f  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was i n i t i a t e d ,  
would he t e l l  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t o r s  t h e  same s t o r y  t h a t  he t o l d  
me  and would he t e l l  them a l l  t h e  d e t a i l s ,  e v e r y t h i n g  he knew, 
and he s a i d  he would. S h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h a t ,  I r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  
United S t a t e s .  I w a s  s e p a r a t e d  from t h e  Army, and I went 
home. A f t e r  a l o t  of t h i n k i n g  about i t ,  t r y i n g  to dec ide  
how t o  go about  g e t t i n g  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  s t a r t e d ,  a f t e r  many 
d i s c u s s i o n s  w i t h  " r iends  of mine, people  t h a t  I thought  would 
know how t o  go about  something of t h i s  s o r t ,  f i n a l l y  I dec ided  
t o  w r i t e  a long ,  d e f i n i t i v e  l e t t e r  of what I knew as I knew it, 
and f i n a l l y  t h a t ' s  what I d i d .  I had cop ie s  made, and I 
mailed cop ie s .  

Q. W e l l ,  w e ' l l  come back t o  t h a t  i f  we may i n  a 
l i t t l e  whi le .  

W e  a r e  looking  i n t o  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  o r  I should 
say we are i n v e s t i g a t i n g  t h e  i n q u i r i e s  i n t o  t h e  My La i  i n c i -  
den t ,  W e  are look ing  i n t o  t h e  s u f f i c i e n c y  of t h e  reviews of 
t h e  i n q u i r i e s  o r  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and whether o r  n o t  t h e r e  
had been any a t t empt  t o  suppress  o r  cover up t h e  i n c i d e n t ,  and 
w e  a r e  going i n t o  t h i s  i n  t h e  a b s o l u t e ,  utmost d e t a i l .  One of 
t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  we have t o  do b e f o r e  we can r e a l l y  e v a l u a t e  
t he  s u f f i c i e n c y  o f  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i s  t o  r e c o n s t r u c t ,  t o  t h e  
b e s t  of our  a b i l i t y ,  what a c t u a l l y  t r a n s p i r e d ,  and as  f a r  as  
My L a i  ( 4 )  i s  concerned,  we p r e t t y  much know t h e  d e t a i l s  of 
t h i s .  There may be a l i t t l e  b i t  he re  and t h e r e ,  b u t  one of 
t h e  key q u e s t i o n s  i n  my mind which we a r e  looking  i n t o  is why 
d i d  t h i s  happen? NOW, you have t a l k e d  t o  t h e s e  people :  t o  
GRUVER and t o  your very d e a r  f r i e n d  TERRY and LACROIX and 
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TORRES and GARFOLO and t h e s e  o t h e r s .  Did any of  them t a l k  
t o  you i n  t e r m s  of  why t h i s  happened? Why d i d  t h i s  i n c i d e n t  
occur  a t  My La i?  

A.  I t  w a s  t h e  op in ion  of t h e  people  t h a t  I t a l k e d  t o  
t h a t  they were a c t i n g  under o r d e r s ;  t h e  o r d e r s  came down from 
an upper eche lon  of command, t h a t  t h e  o r d e r s  d i d  n o t  o r i g i n a t e  
wi th  Captain  MEDINA, t h a t  Captain MEDINA r e c e i v e d  o r d e r s  t h a t  
he t r a n s m i t t e d  t o  h i s  company. 

Q .  Did they  t a l k  i n  terms of anyth ing  else a s  f a r  as 
t h e  s i t u a t i o n  and environment t h a t  they were going i n t o ;  whether 
they had expected t h a t  they would run  i n t o  some r e a l l y  s t r o n g  
r e s i s t a n c e  t h a t  morning when they went i n ?  

A. The n i g h t  be fo re  they  went o u t ,  t h e r e  w a s  a company 
meeting. Captain  PIEDINA ga the red  everybody t o g e t h e r .  This 
comes from, s p e c i f i c a l l y  TERRY and BERNHARDT. Capta in  MEDINA 
ga thered  t h e  company t o g e t h e r  and spoke. Apparent ly ,  on t h e  
n i g h t  b e f o r e ,  a man had been k i l l e d  and a couple  of o t h e r s  
wounded by a booby t r a p ,  a 155,  I t h i n k  TERRY s a i d ,  t h a t  had 
been booby t r apped ,  and they were f o o l i n g  around wi th  it and 
it went o f f .  Capta in  MEDINA ga thered  t h e s e  people  t o g e t h e r  and 
t o l d  them--exactly what he t o l d  them, I d o n ' t  know t h e  conver-
s a t i o n .  Th2 g i s t  of  t h e  conversa t ion  as I r ece ived  it from 
TERRY and BERNHAIWT w a s  t h a t  tomorrow morning y o u ' l l  g e t  your 
chance t o  make up f o r  t h e s e  t h i n g s :  f o r  t h e  people  we've l o s t  
and t h e  pcople  that  have been .wounded; f o r  t h e  m i n e f i e l d  t h a t  
WL- walked through -

Q .  They d i d  mention t h e  f a c t ,  t hen ,  t h a t  about  a week 
be fo re  they had g o t t e n  caught i n  a mine f i e ld  where about  17 o r  
18 had been e i t h e r  k i l l e d  o r  wounded? 

A. TERRY and DOHERTY w e r e  recommended f o r  t h e  S i l v e r  
S t a r  f o r  t h a t  a c t i o n  and they desc r ibed  t h a t .  Mines, even i f  
they  d o n ' t  k i l l  people ,  make messy, messy, ug ly ,  bloody wounds. 

Q As  you look back now, on t h e s e  i n d i v i d u a l s  t h a t  
you t a l k e d  t o ,  what impress ion d i d  they g i v e  you concerning 
t h e  enemy t h a t  they  were going t o  encounte r  when t h e y  landed? 

A, They d idn  ' t  q ive  me any impress ion about  t he  enemy 
t h a t  they were going t o  encounte r .  They made no r e f e r e n c e  t o  
going i n  and expec t ing  t o  meet-  a  heavy r e s i s t a n c e .  They only 
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s a i d  they  w e r e  going back i n t o  P i n k v i l l e .  They s a i d  they 
had  been i n t o  P i n k v i l l e  b e f o r e  and t h a t  they  had met heavy 
r e s i s t a n c e  t h e r e  before .  They d i d n ' t  say they  expected r e -
s i s t a n c e  aga in .  They j u s t  s a i d  they were t o l d  t hey  were 
going i n  and they  were going t o  g e t  t h e i r  chance f o r  revenge.  

Q - Did any of t h e s e  i n d i v i d u a l s  t h a t  you t a l k e d  t o  
r e f e r  t o  having r e c e i v e d  i n s t r u c t i o n  t o  d e s t r o y  t h e  p l a c e ,  t o  
burn t h e  b u i l d i n g s ,  o r  d i d  they  i n d i c a t e d  whether  t h e y ,  i n  
fac t ,  d i d  burn t h e  b u i l d i n g s  and d e s t r o y  t h e  crops  and k i l l  
t h e  animals?  

A.  You g e t  d i f f e r e n t  s t o r i e s  from d i f f e r e n t  people .  
People  t h a t  i n  my impress ion were n o t  q u i t e  a s  sha rp  as some 
of t h e  o t h e r s  had t h e  i d e a  t h a t  they had been t o l d  t o  go i n  
and k i l l  eve ry th ing  and everybody. The o t h e r  peop le ,  espec i -
a l l y  BERNHARDT, who w a s  very b i t t e r  about it, and TERRY, s a i d  
t h a t  t h a t  i s n ' t  t h e  o r d e r  they r e c e i v e d  from Capta in  MEDINA. 
The o r d e r  t h a t  t hey  r e c e i v e d  was t o  go i n  and something l i k e ,  
"Destroy t h e  v i l l a g e  and eve ry th ing  i n  i t , "  o r  some word t h a t  
was very ambiguous. Not ve ry  ambiguous, b u t  could have e a s i l y  
had a double  meaning, cons ide r ing  t h e  c o n d i t i o n  t h a t  t h e s e  
men w e r e  i n  cons ide r ing  t h e  pep t a l k  t h e  n i g h t  b e f o r e .  I f  
t h e  o r d e r  w a s  t o  go i n  and d e s t r o y  t h e  v i l l a g e  and eve ry th ing  
i n  it, it i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  s e e  how it could be i n t e r p r e t e d  
d i f f e r e n t l y  o r  how a man could expec t  it t o  be i n t e r p r e t e d  
d i f  f e r e n t l ;  . 
Q Did they d i s c u s s  any of t h e  o p e r a t i o n  on t h e  
subsequent  days a f t e r  they l e f t ,  l e t  ' s  s a y ,  My L a i  ( 4 )  ? Did 
they t a l k  i n  t e rms  of whether they  cont inued  t o  k i l l  people  
or  what. 

A. That  w a s  very vague and n o t  mentioned s p e c i f i c a l l y .  
As t h e  s t o r y  came t o  me, they were sweeping through a s e r i e s  
of v i l l a g e s  and hamlets  and t h a t  by noon o r  by 1 o ' c l o c k ,  o r  
whatever,  they had gone through about  t h r e e  o r  maybe f o u r  
and t h a t  t h e  s a m e  p rocess  had been fol lowed i n  each subsequent  
v i l l a g e .  Of cou r se ,  as they g o t  t o  each v i l l a g e  people  were 
moving o u t  ahead of them. They s a i d  around noon, as I r e c a l l ,  
Captain  MEDINA r e c e i v e d  some i n s t r u c t i o n s  over  t h e  r a d i o ,  and 
he went t e a r i n g  madly about t h e  company t e l l i n g  everybody t o  
cease  f i r e  and n o t  k i l l  anybody e l s e .  
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Q- .That ' s  h e l p f u l .  Now, d i d  any of these  people t a l k  
t o  you a t  a l l  i n  terms of having been t o l d  no t  t o  t e l l  people 
about t h i s  o r  n o t  t o  t a l k  about t h i s ?  

A. BERNHARDT, very s p e c i f i c a l l y  . 
9 What d i d  he say? 

A. He s a i d  t h a t  t h a t  n i g h t ,  t h e  n igh t  of March the 16th--
I d i d n ' t  know a t  t h a t  time t h a t  the  . d a t e  was March 16th--but 
he s a i d  t h a t  t h a t  n i g h t  of the  day of t h e  opera t ion  when the  
v i l l a g e  w a s  massacred, the  v i l l a g e  was wiped o u t ,  t h a t  n igh t  
a t  about 4 o 'c lock  when they had s e t  up a bivouc--

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  A n igh t  defensive p o s i t i o n ?  

A. A n i g h t  defens ive  p o s i t i o n ,  r i g h t .  Captain MEDINA 
had approached BERhTHARDT. Captain MEDINA sought BERNHARDT o u t .  
BERNHARDT w a s  very s p e c i f i c  about t h i s .  He s a i d  t h a t  MEDINA 
sought him out  and took him a s i d e  and s a i d  something t o  
the  e x t e n t ,  "Don' t w r i  t e  your Congressman. Don' t complain and 
d o n ' t  b i t c h ,  " because BERNHARDT w a s  one of the  few people i n  
the  company who would s t a n d  up and say,  "You guys a r e  wrong." 
He had done it before ,  and he w a s  t r y i n g  very despera te ly  a l l  
of t h i s  t i n  2 t o  g e t  t r a n s f e r r e d  i n t o  the  long range p a t r o l ,  and 
he f e l t  t h a t  they were des t roying  h i s  1049's .  A 1 0 4 9  is a 
r eques t  f o r  t r a n s f e r .  H e  f e l t  t h a t  h i s  1049's were never 
g n t t i n g  p a s t  t h e  f i r s t  s e r g e a n t ' s  desk. He requested t r a n s f e r  
s vei-a1 t imes,  and he had w r i t t e n  h i s  Congressman concerning 
t h a t  and, a s  I r e c a l l ,  e i t h e r  t h a t  or--he had app l i ed  t o  
warrant  o f f i c e r  school  i n  the f l i g h t  t r a i n i n g  program. I t  
go t  screwed up i n  t h e  works somehow, and he had, apparent ly ,  
asked s e v e r a l  t imes through channels f o r  a t  l e a s t  information 
of what had happened t o  t h e  papers  t h a t  s t a r t e d  through, and 
g e t t i n g  no response,  he f i n a l l y  wrote h i s  Congressman. 
Apparently, he w a s  j u s t ,  i n  genera l ,  a guy who was fol lowing 
t h e  d i c t a t e s  of h i s  conscience and was ques t ioning  a t  var ious 
times the o f f i c e r s  and NCO' s  . MEDINA sought him out  t h a t  
evening, from what he s a i d ,  and t o l d  him no t  t o  w r i t e  h i s  
Congressman and n o t  t o  r a i s e  any b i t c h  about it. BERNHARDT 
s a i d  he t o l d  MEDINA, ' q  d i d n ' t  say anything l i k e  t h a t . "  The 
impression t h a t  I go t  from BERNHARDT was t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  a 
heavy a i r  of t h r e a t  i n  t h e  conversat ion.  
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Q But from none of t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  d i d  you e v e r  h e a r  
anything t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  they w e r e  t o l d ,  "Well, l e t ' s  n o t  
t a l k  about t h i s  m a t t e r  because it is  going t o  be i n v e s t i g a t e d " ?  

A. TERRY and DOHERTY, I b e l i e v e  DOHERTY. TERRY and 
BERNHARDT s u r e  t a l k e d  about t h e  n e x t  n i g h t  a f t e r  t h a t ,  which 
would have been t h e  evening of t h e  17 th .  I t h i n k  they were 
back a t  D o t t i e .  The company w a s  ga the red  t o g e t h e r ,  and I ' m  
n o t  s u r e  i f  it w a s  on t h e  n i g h t  of t h e  1 6 t h  o r  t h e  n i g h t  of 
t h e  17 th  t h a t  t h i s  w a s  r e p o r t e d  t o  have happened. The com-
pany was g a t h e r ~ d  t o g e t h e r  and t o l d  n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  it among 
themselves and t h a t  t h i s  was going t o  be i n v e s t i g a t e d ,  e t  
c e t e r a .  I b e l i e v e  it w a s  t h e  n i g h t  of t h e  1 7 t h  when c o l o n e l  
HENDERSON landed  a t  D o t t i e  and t h e  company ga the red  t o g e t h e r ,  
and he came o u t  and spoke t o  t h e  company a s  a group and asked 
i f  t h e r e  had been a massacre o r  something t o  t h a t  e f f e c t ,  o r  
was t h e r e  promiscuous f i r i n g  o r  whatever a s  a group,  and i f  
any man knew of anyth ing  such as t h a t ,  would he p l e a s e  s t e p  
forward? W e l l ,  h e r e  is  one man o u t  of a hundred who is 
going t o  s t e p  forward and say ,  "I s a w  him and him and him 
murder c i v i l i a n s ,  " and he I s  g o t  how many months t o  s e r v e  
wi th  t h e s e  peoqlc?  I t h i n k  t h a t  it was s i g n i f i c a n t  t h a t  
Captain  MEDINA made a p o i n t  t o  send BERNHARDT on a d e t a i l ,  
a t  l e a s t  acco rd ing  t o  BERNHARDT, when Colonel  HENDERSON landed.  
Captain  MEDINA made a p o i n t  t o  send BERNHARDT on a d e t a i l  s o  
t h a t  , 3 wouldn ' t  be w i t h  t h e  company wh i l e  Colonel  HENDERSON 
w a s  g iv ing  t h i s  address  t o  t h e  company. 

Q I t h i n k  t h a t  w e  know p r e t t y  much t h e  s t o r y  about  o 

t he  company b e i n g  cau t ioned  n o t  t o  t a l k  because t h i s  ma t t e r  
was going t o  be i n v e s t i g a t e d .  A c t u a l l y ,  t h i s  company s t a y e d  
i n  t h e  f i e l d  f o r  3 days ,  s o  t h i s  would b r i n g  us  down t o  t h e  
18 th  i n s t e a d  of t h e  1 7 t h ,  and t h i s  is t h e  t i m e  t h a t  most of 
t h i s  took p l a c e .  I t  i s  our  unders tanding ,  f o r  your  in format ion ,  
t h a t  t h e  e n t i r e  company w a s  n o t  assembled,  b u t  a l a r g e  group 
of them had come back i n  a hook, a CH-47, and it I s  t h e s e  men 
t h a t  were t a l k e d  t o  by Colonel  HENDERSON, s o  it wasn ' t  t h e  
company, b u t  b a s i c a l l y ,  what you are say ing ,  it was a l a r g e  
group of  people ,  Was t h e r e  any mention by anybody t h a t  you 
t a l k e d  t o  of some a c t i v i t i e s  which may have been conducted 
by B/4/3?  

A. I d i d n ' t  hea r  any th ing  about  B/4/3 o r  A/3/1. The 
only t h i n g  t h a t  I hea rd  about  them w a s  t h a t  t hey  were s e t  up 
i n  b lock ing  positions around t h e  v i l l a g e  some p l a c e .  I t  was 
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a  loose  b lock ing  format ion ,  from t h e  in format ion  t h a t  I g o t ,  
and t h a t  they were set  up t h e r e  t o  i n t e r c e p t  anybody who might 
f l e e  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  and they w e r e  s e t  up t h i s  way, and t h e  com-
pany came i n  t h i s  way ( g e s t u r i n g ) .  

Q. Well, t h i s  i s  c e r t a i n l y  t r u e  of A/3/1, b u t  it i s n ' t  
t r u e  of Bravo Company. They were i n  a d i f f e r e n t  p o s i t i o n .  
One t h i n g ,  t h i s  has  t o  do wi th  TERRY, who is  a very r e l i g i o u s  
i n d i v i d u a l .  I know Yormons, and I know them very w e l l .  A s  a 
m a t t e r  of f a c t ,  I would add t o  a l l  t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  he d i d n ' t  
do: he probably d i d n ' t  d r i n k  c o f f e e  e i t h e r .  s o  I am w e l l  fam-
i l i a r  wi th  t h e  Mormons and t h e  type  of i n d i v i d u a l s  they are. 
The t h i n g  t h a t  I have d i f f i c u l t y  i n  unders tanding  i s ,  t o  have 
t h a t  background and t h a t  philosophy of l i f e ,  as t o  why TERRY 
d i d  n o t  want t o  t a k e  t h i s  t o ,  l e t ' s  s ay ,  t h e  . d i v i s i o n  I G ,  t o  
t he  s t a f f  judge advoca te ,  t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander t o  s e e  
t h a t  something l i k e  t h i s  might be p rope r ly  i n v e s t i g a t e d ?  

A. I t h i n k  one reason  which i s  obvious t o  me i s  t h a t  
he w a s  impl ica ted .  He admi t ted  t o  me t h a t  he had s h o t  some 
c i v i l i a n s  t h a t  were wounded. I d o n ' t  know. That  's a ques-
t i o n  t h a t  I w i l l  ask myself t h e  r e s t  of my l i f e .  How could 
he even be involved  i n  something l i k e  t h i s ,  much l e s s  f a i l  t o  
r e p o r t  i t ?  

Q . Subsequently now, t h e  l a s t  i n d i v i d u a l  t h a t  you 
t a l k e d  t o  b e f o r e  l e a v i n g  count ry  was BERNHARDT, and I t h i n k  
you 've  o u t l i n e d  BERNHARDT q u i t e  w e l l ,  a s  w e  would unders tand 
him: t h e  f a c t  t h a t  he had w r i t t e n  t o  his Congressman about  
more than  a  few t h i n g s .  But a t  t h e  same t ime,  BERNHARDT knew 
h i s  way around t h e  Army. Why d i d n ' t  he seek audience  wi th  t h e  
i n s p e c t o r  g e n e r a l  o r  wi th  p rope r  a u t h o r i t i e s  t o  i n s u r e  t h a t  
t h i s  t h i n g  would be looked i n t o ?  

A. I t h i n k  one p o i n t  i s  t h a t  he w a s  having a l o t  of 
t r o u b l e  g e t t i n g  o u t  of t h e  f i e l d .  Another p o i n t  i s  t h a t  it 
w a s  i n v e s t i g a f e d  t o  a p o i n t .  Nothing was done, and everyone 
i n  C h a r l i e  Company knew it .  Another p o i n t  i s  t h a t  BERNHARDT 
was sca red  t o  dea th .  H e  w a s  as paranoid  an i n d i v i d u a l  a s  I 
eve r  saw over  t h e r e .  H e  w a s n ' t  worr ied about  t h e  VC. He w a s  
worr ied about  h i s  budd ie s ,  t h e  people  t h a t  he had been w i t h  
i n  P i n k v i l l e  t h a t  day. 
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Q Worried about  them i n  what s ense?  Would you c l a r i f y  
that? 

A. Worried about  them i n  t h e  sense  t h a t  he was a f r a i d  
t h a t  i f  he took any a c t i o n  t o  i n i t i a t e  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and 
they found o u t  about  i t ,  he would never  g e t  o u t  of  t h e  f i e l d  
a l i v e .  

Q - H e  w a s  ou t  of t h e  f i e l d  a t  t h e  t i m e  t h a t  you t a l k e d  
t o  him, though,  wasn 't he? He was i n  t h e  h o s p i t a l  a t  Chu L a i ,  
as I r e c a l l  your p rev ious  tes t imony.  

A. H e  felt t h a t  s i n c e  t h e r e  w a s  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and 
t h a t  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was whitewashed and t h a t  t h e r e  were no 
r e s u l t s  of t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  t h a t  t h e r e  was a conspiracy wi th in  
t h e  Army and w i t h i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n ,  s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  w i t h i n  t h e  b r i -
gade, t o  make sure t h a t  what happened t h e r e  never  came t o  pub-
l i c  l i g h t  o r  w a s  never  i n v e s t i g a t e d .  This  is  my opin ion  from 
what he s a i d ,  This  is  how I surmised t h a t  he f e l t .  He f e l t  
t h a t  i f  he went t o  d i v i s i o n ,  went t o  t h e  I G ,  o r  went t o  anybody, 
t h a t  it would g e t  back t o  h i s  company, and it wou ldn ' t  t a k e  
long; and t h a t  i f  he w a s  going t o  g e t  o u t  of Vietnam a l i v e ,  
t he  b e s t  t h i n g  he could do w a s  t o  p l ay  dumb, j u s t  keep h i s  
mouth s h u t  u n t i l  he g o t  ou t .  

Q W e l l ,  he was i n  about  t h e  same f i x  t h a t  you were 
i n ,  w a s n ' t  he?  Wasn't  he about  t o  l e a v e  count ry  wi th  h i s  
t i m e  be ing  up i n  country? 

A. , A t  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  t ime ,  yes .  The s t o r y  about how 
he g o t  o u t  o i  t h e  f i e l d :  he had jungle  r o t  on h i s  f e e t  and 
l e g s  s o  bad, he t o l d  me, he could h a r d l y  walk when he l e f t  - t h e  
f i e l d .  H e  s a i d  t h a t  h i s  company commander would n o t  g ive  him 
permiss ion  t o  g e t  on a medevac. He s a i d  he could  n o t  even g e t  
o u t  of t h e  f i e l d .  He s a i d  t h a t  a supply s h i p  came i n ,  sa t  down 
f o r  r e s u p p l y ,  and j u s t  b e f o r e  it took  o f f  he r a n  and jumped on 
t h e  damn t h i n g .  He j u s t  r a n  and l eaped  on as it was t a k i n g  o f f .  
He g o t  on, and when he g o t  i n t o  base  camp, he went t o  t h e  med-
ics and they  s e n t  him t o  t h e  h o s p i t a l .  But he d i d n ' t  even 
l e a v e  h i s  company wi th  permiss ion .  

MR MACCRATE: Did you have any comparable f r i e n d s  o r  acquain-
t ances  i n  B/4/3? 
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A. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  i f  I even knew anybody i n  B/4/3. 

Q Had you ever  got ten  any feedback from anyone t h e r e ?  

A. W a s  t h e r e  a man named ALAPAI i n  B/4/3 a t  any t ime? 
Do you know t h a t ?  He was a se rgean t ,  an E-6. ALWAI? 

Q I d o n ' t  th ink  so.  

A. Was he i n  ~ / 3 / 1 ?  

I don ' t  t h i n k  so.  

A. I g o t  some feedback, before  I ever  heard of Pink-
v i l l e ,  of anything happening i n  P i n k v i l l e ,  although I had no 
i d e a  what s i z e ,  t h a t  ALAPAI t o l d  Sergeant COLEMAN whenever he 
came t o  v i s i t  us a t  Primo, 11th  Brigade Aviat ion.  He w a s  
e i t h e r  i n  Alpha o r  B/3/1, and it was an i n c i d e n t  t h a t  happened 
wi th in  a couple of months a f t e r  our a r r i v a l  i n  January o r  Feb-
rua ry  of 1968. Where o r  what it was, I don 't know. 

Q - How do ycu .pel1 ALAPAI? 

A. A-L-A-P-A-I, I th ink .  He was an Hawaiian. H e  
w a s  wounded p r e t t y  s e r i o u s l y ,  although the  l a s t  I heard,  he 
was going t , be a l l  r i g h t .  He was from Hawaii, and he was 
wounded i n  Mar& sometime. 

10: Do you r e c a l l  any of the  d e t a i l s  of what ALAPAI 
ti ld you? 

A.  ALAPAI d idn . ' t  t e l l  me. What happened was t h a t  
ATAPAI and COLEMAN were the  two NCO 's  t h a t  were i n  t h e  70th 
IL1fan t ry  Detachment. COLEMAN was t r a n s f e r r e d  with myself t o  
t h i s  a v i a t i o n  s e c t i o n .  W A I  went t o  t h i s  i n f a n t r y  company 
2s 2 squad l e a d e r  o r  p la toon sergeant .  They were on stand-
down, and ALAPAI came over t o  see  us. There were four  of us 
s i t t i n g  i n  a hootch. A t  t he  corner  of two racks ,  one was h e r e  
and the  o t h e r  w a s  h e r e  (ges tu r ing)  i n  the  corner .  ALAPAI and 
COLEMAN were s i t t i n g  on one s i d e  and HUXFORD and myself were 
s i t t i n g  here.  We were a l l  s i t t i n g  h e r e ,  and HUXFORD and I 
s t a r t e d  t a l k i n g  toge the r .  We were not  whispering and hushing 
our  voice o r  whatever. They broke i n t o  a s e p a r a t e  conversa-
t i o n .  COLEMAN s t a r t e d  t a l k i n g  t o  ALAPAI and ALAPAI s t a r t e d  
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t e l l i n g  COLEMAN a s t o r y  about how h i s  company had gone through 
a v i l l a g e ,  and it had been c l e a r e d  two o r  t h r e e  t i m e s  and t h e  
c i v i l i a n s  had been taker1 and p u t  back i n  t h e s e  ' refugee c e n t e r s ,  
et c e t e r a ,  The c i v i l i a n s  were fa rmers .  They always came back 
t o  t h e  land.  They sneaked o u t  of t h e  r e fugee  c e n t e r s  and came 
back t o  t h e  l a n d ,  The s t o r y  he t o l d  COLEMAN and t h a t  I over-
heard s n a t c h e s  of--I  overheard most of it, b u t  e x a c t l y  where 
it w a s  I d i d n '  t overhear--was t h a t  h i s  company had g o t t e n  i n t o  
t h i s  v i l l a g e  and because it had been c l e a r e d  b e f o r e ,  how many 
t i m e s  I d o n ' t  know, b u t  because it had been c l e a r e d  be fo re  
and t h e  people  i n s i s t e d  on r e t u r n i n g  t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  t h a t  some-
body, t he  s t o r y  &a t  ALAPAI gave COLEMAN, was t h a t  it came down 
through channe l s ,  appa ren t ly  from t h e  Cha r l i e -Cha r l i e ,  t o  wipe 
them o u t ,  s o  t hey  l i n e d  up everybody, men, women, and k i d s ,  
and they  j u s t  s h o t  them a l l  down. COLEMAN asked him, "How 
d i d  you do i t ? "  I heard  him s a y ,  "How could you do t h a t ,  " 
and he s a i d ,  "I d o n ' t  know. You j u s t  c l o s e  your eyes and p u l l  
t he  t r i g g e r .  " I overheard t h a t ,  and I s a i d ,  "What d i d  you 
say ,  Sarge?"  and he j u s t  s a i d ,  "Nothing, man. J u s t  f o r g e t  i t . "  
I had been n o t  t h e  most s u b o r d i n a t e  PFC whi l e  I was i n  t h i s  
70th I n f a n t r y  Detachment, and i f  they  asked m e  a q u e s t i o n  I 
s t a t e d  c l e a r l y  what I thought  and n o t  e s p e c i a l l y  what they 
wanted t o  h e a r  I t o l d  them what I thought  when they asked 
me q u e s t i o n s .  H e  wouldn ' t  say anyth ing  t o  m e ,  and a f t e r  he 
l e f t  COLEMAN r e p e a t e d  t h i s  s t o r y  t o  m e .  How much b a s i s  of 
f a c t  t h e r e  i s  behind it, I d o n ' t  know. I t h i n k  t h a t  it deserves  
i n v e s t  i g a t i n g .  

Q. I ' d  l i k e  t o  p i n  down a s  c l o s e l y  a s  p o s s i b l e  t h e  
d a t e  t h a t  you and COLEMAN and ALAPAI were t o g e t h e r  and recon-
s t r u c t  it backwards i f  we  can? 

A, I t  w a s  r a i n y ,  which i s  n o t  a l l  t h a t  unusual  i n  
Vietnam, b u t  it w a s  du r ing  t h e  monsoon season.  I would e s t i m -
ate t h a t  it w a s  i n  l a te  February.  

MR WEST: What w a s  Sergeant  COLEMAN'S f i r s t  name? 

A. I c a n ' t  h o n e s t l y  r e c a l l .  Cha r l e s ,  p o s s i b l y .  

MR MACCRATE: T h i s  would be l a te  February of 1968? 

A. Y e s ,  t h a t ' s  r i g h t .  
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I0 : And you i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  he was with e i t h e r  Alpha o r  
Bravo Company? 

A .  The 3/1. I am almost c e r t a i n  he was i n  the  3/1. 

Q Which company? 

A, Alpha o r  Bravo. I j u s t  don I t  know. 

Q How long before  t h a t  had t h i s  event t r a n s p i r e d ?  

A, I don "tknow, sir. 

Q Did you have t h e  impression t h a t  it was j u s t  yes-
te rday  o r  a couple of weeks before?  

A,  I would say wi th in  a couple of weeks before .  

Q That would pu t  it along sometime i n  t h e  month of 
February, then? 

A. Yes. Thj s is as c lose  a s  I can r e c a l l .  I t  is 
r e a l l y  vague. 

Q I t  would have t o  have been sometime i n  the  month 
of February because--

N A  WEST: ( In te rpos ing)  And a f t e r  Tet? 

A- I f  it was i n  t h e  month of February. 

b, . MACCRATE: Could it have been l a t e r  than t h a t  i n  your own 
t-.me frame? 

A, I t  could have been. The days i n  Vietnam tend t o  
111 blend toge the r  and become one. You d o n ' t  have Saturdays 
and Sundays. Every day was a working day. 

10: I had two ways of t e l l i n g  what day it w a s .  One, 
I went t o  church, and; ,two, I took a p i l l  on Monday, s o  I 
remember those days very s p e c i f i c a l l y .  

MACCRATE: I was very i n t e r e s t e d  i n  your comment t h a t  
everyone i n  Char l ie  Company was aware t h a t  t h e r e  was going 
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t o  be an i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  How widespread d i d  you f i n d  a know-
ledge  o r  an  awareness t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o r  t h a t  
t h e r e  w a s  something--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I f  I s a i d  everyone,  t hen  perhaps I 
s h o u l d n ' t  have been t h a t  a l l  i n c l u s i v e .  I c a n ' t  s t a t e  from my 
own knowledge t h a t  everyone-- 

Q- ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I unders tand t h a t ,  b u t  what I am 
g e t t i n g  a t  is  what k ind  of an awareness d i d  you f i n d  t h a t  
something had gone on and t h a t  t h e r e  had been an i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

Those a r e  r e a l l y  two d i f f e r e n t  q u e s t i o n s ,  b u t  i f  someone knew 
t h a t  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  had been made, t h e n  they  would have known 
t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  something t h a t  was i n v e s t i g a t e d .  What k ind  of 
an awareness o u t s i d e  of t h e  C h a r l i e  Company group t h a t  you 
t a l k e d  t o ?  Did you e v e r  h e a r  any d i s c u s s i o n  a t  t h e  11 th  B r i -
gade about an i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  Did you e v e r  hea r  any g o s s i p  i n  
t h e  Headquar te rs ,  Headquar ters  Company? 

A. No. To my knowledge everyone i n  C h a r l i e  Company 
knew t h a t  Colonel  HENDERSON had come o u t ,  had landed ,  and had 
spoken t o  a l a r g e  p a r t  of  t h e  company. I thought  it had been 
t h e  whole company, b u t  a p p a r e n t l y ,  it was j u s t  a l a r g e  p a r t  
of t h e  company, and t h a t  appa ren t ly  t h e r e  w a s  some k ind  of an 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  A f t e r  t h a t ,  no th ing  happened. I mean a s  f a r  
as t h e  e s o l d i e r s  were concerned,  no th ing  happened. So through 
my convexsc Lion wi th  them, I would i n f e r  t h a t  they had assumed 
t h a t  t h e r e  had been an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and t h a t  it had been 
whitewashed. This  i s  what t h e i r  impress ions  were, e s p e c i a l l y  
BERNdARDT . 
G - A c t u a l l y ,  I am t r y i n g  t o  g e t  a t  a d i f f e r e n t  m a t t e r  
he re ,  I ' m  j u s t  u s ing  t h a t  a s  t h e  t akeo f f  p o i n t .  I was i n -
t e r e s t e d  i n  whether ,  a s ' you  went around Duc Pho and Chu L a i ,  
you found any awareness t h a t  t h e r e  had been an i n c i d e n t  a t  
P i n k v i l l e ?  

A. Not un le s s  you were a c o n f i d e n t  of one of  t h e s e  
pe.ople, u n l e s s  you had been a p e r s o n a l  f r i e n d  of one of t h e s e  
people ,  o r  you g o t  it from, r e a l l y ,  rumor, t h i r d ,  f o u r t h ,  
f i f t h ,  o r  s i x t h  person.  

Q. Did you have any c o n t a c t  a t  a l l  w i th  t h e  123d Avia- 
t i o n  B a t t a l i o n  a t  Chu La i?  
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A. Yes. Perhaps I can add something e l s e .  Sometime 
a f t e r  t h e  i n c i d e n t  occurred,  I would say it must have been w i t h i n  
a couple of days a f t e r  t h a t ,  w e  flew back up t o  t h a t  a r e a  t o  
g ive  support  t o  an i n f a n t r y  company t h a t  was withdrawing from 
t h e  a rea ,  t o  watch the  t r a i l  ahead of them, and make s u r e  they  
w e r e n ' t  going t o  be ambushed. On the  way up t h e r e ,  we crossed  
what I now t h i n k  must have been My Lai  ( 4 )  . We d i d n ' t  c ross  
r i g h t  i n  the  v i l l a g e .  There were two hamlets.  There was one 
h e r e  and one h e r e  (ges tur ing)  and a t r a i l  o r  an improved foot -
pa th .  

10: Here it is,  r i g h t  he re .  

A. W e  came up from t h e  south ,  and t h i s  mountain i s  
where? Right h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  ? 

Q You can s e e  t h e  t e r r a c e  on the  upper p a r t  of H i l l  
85, s o  i t ' s  a c t u a l l y  r i g h t  down i n  t h i s  a r e a ,  you s e e  ( p o i n t i n g  
t o  a por t ion  of Exh ib i t  M A P - 1 ) .  

A. I t  would have been r i g h t  here ,  between t h i s  and 
t h i s .  We flew, apparent ly ,  over t h e  t o p  and t h e  s i d e  of t h e  
mountain, and t h e  a r e a  was j u s t  deser ted .  There was nobody 
around. I had never been i n  any p lace  i n  Vietnam where it 
had been t h a t  dc s e r t e d .  Right along h e r e  bes ide  t h e  pass ,  
someplace i n  between t h e  v i l l a g e s ,  t h e r e  was a body of a woman, 
I would guess 35. I t  was d i f f i c u l t  t o  t e l l .  She was q u i t e  
3( ad ,  and she was spread o u t  next  t o  t h e  pa th ,  spreadeagled on 
ht r back, and riglic between h e r  l e g s ,  r i g h t  up i n  h e r  c ro tch ,  
t h e r e  was a 11th Brigade patch.  A s  we flew over  o r  flew by--
wc d i d n ' t  f l y  d i r e c t l y  over  a t  f i r s t .  A s  I r e c a l l ,  we must 
have flown on t h e  o u t s i d e  over  he re  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) ,  and one o f  
our  gunners, who had t o  have been our r i g h t  doorgunner, saw 
the body over h e r e ,  and w e  c i r c l e d  around and came back over.  
de flew down, and we hovered next t o  it. I mean we hovered 
r i g h t  over  by it t o  g e t  a look a t  it. We j u s t  looked a t  each 
o the r .  "Jesus C h r i s t ,  what the. .  .? "  There was no weapon. There 
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was no no th ing .  She looked l i k e  a c i v i l i a n ,  She j u s t  looked 
l i k e  a c i v i l i a n  noncombatant. Then t h i s  pa t ch  r i g h t  between 
he r  l e g s ,  obv ious ly ,  it looked t o  me l i k e  someone had wantonly 
murdered h e r ,  and then  j u s t  l e f t  it a s  a marker as  i f  they 
were boasking,  "That  was as, t he  11th Brigade.  We d i d  tha t .  " 
We looked a t  each o t h e r ,  and t h e r e  was a l i t t l e  b i t  of d i s -
cuss ion ,  and I can remember ' t h e  ' p i l o t ,  a Warrant O f f i c e r  HONDA, 
G i l b e r t  HONDA. H e  j u s t  s a i d ,  "Well. " I cou ldnst he lp  having 
t h e  f e e l i n g  t h a t  he knew something,  t h a t  he was aware of some-
t h i n g  t h a t  w e  weren 't. We j u s t  s a i d ,  "What t h e  h e l l ?  who d i d  
t h a t ?  Who p u t  t h a t  pa tch  on?" He s a i d ,  "Well, I d o n ' t  know. 
I t  must have b l o v l ~t h e r e  by t h e  wind, o r  maybe t h e  VC p u t  it 
t h e r e  o r  something,  " and we j u s t  took o f f .  

Q While we  a r e  he re  now, l e t  me ask you some more 
ques t ions  about  t h i s .  Did you, by chance,  f l y  over  any of  
t h i s ?  While you w e r e  h e r e ,  were you over  any of  t h e  o t h e r  
a r e a  around he re?  

A. W e  were going up t o  over  h e r e  someplace. I d o n ' t  
know. I t  w a s  someplace up t h e r e .  We must have flown a c r o s s  
t h i s  a r e a  h e r e ,  The gunner saw it t h e r e ,  s o  w e  came and c i r -
c l e d  a couple  of imes and s a w  it and j u s t  s o r t  of hovered 
above it and t h e n  took o f f  aga in .  

Q. Right  around i n  h e r e ,  over  i n  t h i s  a r e a  f o r  example, 
d i d  yo\.. see a l o t  of f r e s h  d igg ing  ( p o i n t i n g  t o  a p o r t i o n  of 
E x h i b i t  MAP--1 i n  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  c o r n e r  of My L a i  ( 4 )  ) ? 

A. E i t h e r  we d i d n ' t  f l y  over  i t  o r  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  
I f  WE had flown over  it very much, I would have seen it, be-
cause I w a s  i r i  t h e  l e f t  doorgunner.  I would have seen it. 

Q The reason  I ' m  a sk ing ,  you know what graves  i n  t h i s  
a r e a ,  o r  whether you were down i n  t h i s  a r e a  and saw some f r e s h  
graves  ( p o i n t i n g  t o  an a r e a  sou th  of My La i  ( 4 ) ) ,  o r  whether 
you were down i n  t h i s  a r e a  ( p o i n t i n g  t o  an e r e a  e a s t  of My 
Lai  ( 4 )  ) ? I k n o t  t a l k i n g  about one o r  two graves .  

A 0, You're t a l k i n g  about mass graves .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  

Q I  Do you recall  looking  over  and s e e i n g  t h i s  v i l l a g e  
o r  hamlet  and n o t i c i n g  t h a t  it had been burned ou t?  A c t u a l l y ,  
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on t h e  map t h a t  t h e  U.S  . f o r c e s  were us ing ,  t h i s  was My L a i  (5) . 
I f  you f lew over  t h i s ,  d i d  you n o t i c e  t h i s  v i l l a g e  o r  hamlet  
be ing  burned o u t ?  

A. I j u s t  d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  We had been up t h e r e  b e f o r e ,  
and t h e r e  had been a g r e a t  d e a l  of burning.  We were up t h e r e  
one day b e f o r e ,  and t h i s  w a s  b e f o r e  t h e  i n c i d e n t  happened o r  
be fo re  I became a w a r e  t h a t  it. I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  it w a s  i n  t h i s  
a r e a ,  I remember f l y i n g  over  t h e r e  one day and we  s a w  people  
who were wounded outci.de of a v i l l a g e  and t h e  e n t i r e  v i l l a g e  
i n  f lames.  

Q .  Let  m e  ask you aga in  about t h i s  body. Was t h i s  
body r i g h t  a longs ide  of t h e  road? 

A.  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  s o .  I would say ,  t o  t h e  b e s t  of my 
r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  10 t o  1 5  m e t e r s  o f f  t h e  road.  

QI I ' l l  t e l l  you t h e  reason  t h a t  I am a sk ing  you t h i s  
ques t ion ,  and I ' l l  have t o  j u s t  g e t  your judgement on t h i s :  as 
t o  whether o r  n o t  t h i s  body w a s  j u s t  c a s u a l l y  l e f t  t h e r e  o r  
whether an American hcd p u t  t h e  body t h e r e  and p u t  t h e  1 1 t h  
Brigade p a t c h  t h e r e ,  o r  i n  f a c t ,  whether o r  n o t  t h e  VC had 
p u t  t h e  body t h e r e  and s o  s t r a t e g i c a l l y  l ayed  o u t  t h e  body w i t h  
t h e  pa tch  a s ,  you might s ay ,  a b i t  of coun te r  propaganda, p a r -
t i c u l a r l y  be ing  a long  t h i s  main road through t h e  area. T h i s ,  
a c t u a l l y ,  we  c a l l e d  LTL, a minor road ,  b u t  it i s ,  w i t h i n  t h e  
a r e a ,  by f a r  t h e  b e s t  road.  I f  you could th ink  back and j u s t  
g ive  us a judgement t h e r e ,  it might h e l p  us a s  t o  whether o r  
n o t  t h i s  body could have been p u t  t h e r e  i n  t h i s  p o s i t i o n ,  and 
s o  f o r t h ,  by an American f o r  some reason ,  o r  whether  o r  n o t  
t h e  VC, i n  your judgement, might have been us ing  t h a t ?  We're 
t a l k i n g  about  3 days a f t e r w a r d s ,  now. 

A. I c o u l d n ' t  make a judgement a s  t o  who p l aced  t h e  
body t h e r e .  The woman could have been k i l l e d  t h e r e .  I d o n ' t  
know. There i s  no way of knowing t h a t .  The woman could  have 
been k i l l e d  t h e r e ,  b u t  it looked l i k e  t h e  body had been very  
pu rpose fu l ly  l ayed  o u t  and t h a t  t h e  pa t ch  was very p u r p o s e f u l l y  
p l aced  where it w a s :  it w a s  a d e l i b e r a t e  a c t ,  and I cannot  hon- 
e s t l y  r e c a l l  how c l o s e  t o  t h e  t r a i l  t h e  body was. The p i l o t  
made a p o i n t  of p l a c i n g  t h e  body i n  t h e  prop wash of t h e  s h i p  
s o  t h a t  t h e  pa tch  w a s  blown away, and it was. He made a p o i n t  
o f  t h a t .  
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MR MACCRATE: Did you f i x  t h i s  i n  t i m e  as t o  when you observed 
t h i s ?  

A. The only t h i n g  t h a t  I can r e c a l l  i s  t h a t  t he  a r e a  
w a s  d e s e r t e d .  On t h e  way up t h e r e  t h e  a r e a  was d e s e r t e d .  On 
t h e  way back,  w e  had about  3 g a l l o n s  o r  4 g a l l o n s  of  f u e l  l e f t  
s o  w e  came a c r o s s  approximately t h e  same a rea .  I wouldn ' t  say 
it w a s  t h e  same a rea .  I would have t o  e s t i m a t e  t h a t  it would 
have been perhaps  t h i s  a r e a  r i g h t  h e r e ,  t h i s  l i t t l e  hamlet  r i g h t  
t h e r e .  ( p o i n t i n g  t o  a p o r t i o n  of E x h i b i t  MAP-1 n o r t h e a s t  of 
MY La i  ( 4 )  . W e  came back and we f l e w  over  o r  w e  s i g h t e d  a 
group of about  - - my s h i p  s i g h t e d  a group of  about  1 0  m i l i t a r y -
aged males. They were i n  v a r i o u s  modes of d r e s s .  A l l  of them 
had on PJ 'S .  Some had on d i f f e r e n t  c o l o r s ,  and some of them 
d i d n ' t  have t o p s  on. They were a l l  mi l i t a ry -age  males ,  and they  
were i n  a group and they  were unarmed. The o t h e r  s h i p  found 
one mi l i t a ry -age  male, and they w e r e  o f f  about  2 0 0  meters  t o  
our  r i g h t ,  and they  chased a guy up. They s a w  t h e  guy, and he 
t r i e d  t o  evade. They came i n  on him, and t h e  guy s a w  them coming 
i n  on him, and he j u s t  threw h i s  hands up and r a n  o u t  i n t o  t h e  
middle of t h e  open, i n  t h i s  a r e a  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) ,  and was 
s t and ing  i n  t h i s  open a r e a  waving h i s  hands and jumping up and 
down and t a k i n c  h:s s h i r t  o f f  t o  show t h a t  he d i d n ' t  have any 
weapons and d i d n ' t  have an I D  c a r d  o r  any th ing .  I s a i d ,  "Well, 
what do w e  do? What do w e  do w i t h  t h e  guy?" " I  d o n ' t  know. H e  
a i n ' t  g o t  a gun and you c a n ' t  c a p t u r e  him, s o  l e t ' s  g o , "  and f lew 
o f f  an i l e f t  him. There wasn 't any th ing  else we could do. We 
could have k i l l e d  him b u t  we d idn  't o r  t hey  d i d n ' t .  They were 
i n  t h e  o t h e r  s h i p .  This group t h a t  we saw i n  my s h i p  of about  
1 0 ,  they s a w  us  coming, and they d i d n ' t  know whether  t o  break 
and run  o r  w h a t  t o  do. I t  had been o u r  expe r i ence  f u r t h e r  sou th  
where w e  o p e r a t e d  t h a t  t h e  c i v i l i a n s  j u s t  ignored  you, j u s t  com-
p l e t e l y  ignored  you, and t h a t  you never  had anybody evade u n l e s s  
t hey  were c a r r y i n g  a gun o r  un le s s  t h e y  w e r e  m i l i t a ry -age  males ,  
then  they  f r a n t i c a l l y  evaded. I t  happened s o  seldom. You could 
f l y  over  l i t e r a l l y  thousands of people  a day,  and you wouldn ' t  
s ee  anybody evading,  and every  once i n  a wh i l e  you would come 
a c r o s s  someone who evades.  We came a c r o s s  t h i s  group of 10 
mi l i t a ry -age  males ,  and they  looked l i k e  t hey  c o u l d n ' t  dec ide  
if they  shou ld  break  and run .  Some of them broke and r an .  About 
h a l f  of  t h e  group broke and r a n  and g o t  i n t o  a bunker ,  and the  
o t h e r  h a l f  j u s t  walked a long  s o r t  of f o r c i n g  themselves  t o  be 
c a s u a l ,  and as soon as they  g o t  c l o s e  t o  t h e  bunker they  broke 
and r a n  i n t o  it. They looked t o  me l i k e  t hey  w e r e  enemy s o l d i e r s ,  
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and I s a i d  "Well, should  w e  t r y  t o  pop a grenade i n  t h e r e  and g e t  
them o u t  o r  what? They a r e  obviously  enemy s o l d i e r s .  Should we 
t r y  t o  engage them?" The p i l o t  s a i d ,  " L e t ' s  t a k e  a pas s  on it and 
drop a ' W i l l i e  P e t e ,  " So I g o t  a whi le  phosphorous grenade and 
t r i e d  t o  drop it i n t o  t h e  door of t h e  bunker,  and it w a s  a lmost  
impossible .  This  guy i s  a good p i l o t .  

10:  Is't h i s  s t i l l  Warrant O f f i c e r  HONDA? 

A. T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  I f  you looked a t  h i s  r eco rd  you would 
f i n d  o u t  t h a t  he ha^ a tremendous r eco rd .  

MR MACCRATE: From which a v i a t i o n  group? 

A. The 1 1 t h  Av ia t ion  Detachment. The guy f lew ove r  t h a t  
bunker a t  about  65 kno t s  and a t  about 200  f e e t .  Superman c o u l d n ' t  
have p u t  a grenade i n  t h e  door of t h a t  bunker.  H e  obviously  d idn ' t  
want t o  p u t  a grenade i n t o  t h e  door of t h a t  bunker.  A s  w e  w e r e  
f l y i n g  away I s a i d  - - we only had 3 g a l l o n s  of f u e l .  W e  c o u l d n ' t  
l i n g e r  i n  t h e  a r e a .  I asked him, I s a i d ,  "What's t h e  d e a l ,  s i r ? "  
He s a i d ,  "Well, t h e s e  people  up h e r e  have had a p r e t t y  rough t ime," 
and t h a t ' s  a l l  he would s a y ,  bu t  I j u s t  knew t h a t  he knew something 
t h a t  I d i d n ' t ,  

10: Did you know where you w e r e  a t  t h a t  t ime? 

A. I knew t h e  approximate g e n e r a l  l o c a t i o n .  I d i d n ' t  know 
e x a c t l y  where, 

Q Of cou r se ,  a t  t h i s  t i m e ,  you h a d n ' t  even hea rd  of  any-
t h i n g  happening? 

A. I knew t h a t  it w a s  supposed t o  be a h o t  a r e a .  W e  were 
scrambled up t h e r e  f a u r  o r  f i v e  t i m e s  wh i l e  I was i n  t h e  s e c t i o n .  

Q Up t o  t h i s  t ime had you t a l k e d  t o  anybody concern ing
what had happened i n  P i n k v i l l e ?  

A. From h i s  a t t i t u d e  and from t h e  a b s o l u t e  d e s o l a t i o n  of 
t he  a r e a  and from t h e  body be ing  down there, I mean, we saw t h e  
body on t h e  way up t o  suppor t  t h i s  p l a c e ,  and w e  saw t h e  people  
on t h e  way back,  I would have t o  guess it would have been ve ry ,  
very s h o r t l y  a f t e r w a r d ,  w i t h i n  a week a t  l e a s t .  

Q What t ime OF day d i d  you go up? What t ime are we  
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t a l k i n g  about?  E a r l y  i n  t h e  morning? Noontime? 

A. I t  w a s  a lmost  dark.  The sun had gone down by t h e  
t i m e  w e  g o t  back t o  Duc Pho. 

Q* When you flew up, I t a k e  it you were f l y i n g  a H-23 
a t  t h e  t ime? 

A .  Yeah, Yeah, I was. 

Q H e r e ' s  H i l l  85, and you were o p e r a t i n g  i n  t h i s  a r e a  
r i g h t  he re .  This  i s  where you a r e  t a l k i n g  about .  Do you 
remember going up i n  t h i s  a r e a  o r  up i n  t h i s  a r e a  t o  a s s i s t  
a company o r  u n i t  t o  l i f t  o u t  of t h e  f i e l d ,  moving up i n  t h i s  
a r e a  t o  move o u t ?  

A. Once w e  g o t  up t o  suppor t  t h a t  company, I c a n ' t  s a y  
where they were a t .  They were moving back t o  LZ Upt igh t .  

Q- Not t o  D o t t i e ?  

A. No. They were moving t o  Upt igh t .  

Q. Could they have been l i f t e d  o u t  ove r  h e r e  i n  t h e  s t r i p ?  

A. They were walking ou t .  

Q. They w e r e  walking and you were cove r ing  them? 

A. Righ t  . 
Q Do you remember , g e t t i n g  n o r t h  of  D i e m  Diem River?  

A. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l .  Show m e  where Upt igh t  i s  on t h e r e .  

Q Right  h e r e ,  ( i n d i c a t i n g  on E x h i b i t  MAP-1) . This i s  
t h e  p o i n t  t h a t  I am t r y i n g  t o  g e t  a t .  W e  know when t h i s  company 
was i n  and when they  withdrew back t o  Upt igh t .  A t  l e a s t  one o f  
these two were l i f t e d  o u t  of t h e r e  and went back t o  D o t t i e ,  and 
i t ' s  j u s t  a q u e s t i o n  of t r y i n g  t o  f i x  t h e  l o c a t i o n  of  t h e  a r e a ,  
and by t h a t  w e  cou ld  p r e t t y  w e l l  t e l l  what company? 

A. Th is  i s  a boundry l i n e  h e r e ?  

Q. Thi s  i s  a road h e r e .  
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(Witness w a s  g iven a b r i e f  o r i e n t a t i o n  on E x h i b i t  
MAP-1. ) 

A .  W e  were somewhere i n  t h i s  same a r e a  on t h i s  same 
miss ion where we s a w  t h e  body. I cannot  f o r  t h e  l i f e  of m e  
l o c a t e  it s p e c i f i c a l l y .  There a r e  hamlets  on one s i d e  of  
t h e  road and paddies  on t h e  o t h e r .  We were looking  o u t  f o r  
t h e s e  people  t o  s e e  i f  someone was w a i t i n g  i n  ambush, and 
a s  we  were f l y i n g  low and n o t  slow, b u t  we w e r e  f l y i n g  very 
low, and a t  a  speed t h a t  w a s  slow enough s o  t h a t  we cou ld  
d i s t i n g u i s h  what w e  were p a s s i n g  on t h e  ground. About 35 
meters o f f  t h e  t r a i l ,  above t h e  t r a i l  - -I say above, b u t  
I d o n ' t  n e c e s s a r i l y  .lean n o r t h ,  b u t  t h e r e  was g e n t l e  i n c l i n e  
above t h e  t r a i l  - - we s i g h t e d  a man l y i n g  down i n  t h e  g r a s s .  
He w a s  s o r t  of l y i n g  a t  t h e  end of a f i e l d .  We c o u l d n ' t  f i g u r e  
o u t  what t h e  guy was do ing ,  and we flew over and threw some 
gas down p r e t t y  c l o s e  t o  him. He j u s t  p layed possum, and 
w e  c o u l d n ' t  f i g u r e  o u t  what i n  t h e  world t he  guy was up t o .  
So as t h e  l e a d  e lement  of t he  l i n e  company came up, we d i r e c t e d  
them over  t o  t h i s  guy. My s h i p  was hover ing.  We w e r e  cove r ing  
him a s  they  approached him, two men. A s  a doorgunner,  you 
p r o t e c t  your s i d e  of t h e  s h i p .  W e  were hover ing  t o  t h e  r i g h t ,  
b u t  t o  t h e  l e f t  of them. I w a s  t h e  l e f t  doorgunner,  
s o  I was o u t  watching t h i s  way, and every once i n  a wh i l e  I 
glanced over  t o  s e e  what they were doing.  The guy walks up t o  
him. This  i s  what t h e  o t h e r  doorgunner t o l d  me. They had bayone 
on, f i x e d  bayonets  on t h e i r  1 6 ' s ,  and whoever t h i s  guy was, was 
i n  p o i n t ,  ;.n t h e  l e a d  e lement ,  and he j u s t  walked up t o  t h e  guy 
and s tuck  him +wice. I mean, he didn ' t  s t i c k  him. H e  poked him 
a couple  t i m e ,  and t h e  guy f l i n c h e d ,  and he f i r e d  t h r e e  rounds 
i n t o  him. I d i d n ' t  s e e  it. I heard  the  t h r e e  rounds go o f f ,  and 
I LC oked around and t h e  guy w a s  dead,  and he re  was t h i s  guy s t and  
i n g ,  and he looks  up and goes ( g e s t u r i n g  an OK motion wi th  h i s  
hand and f i n g e r s ) .  I c o u l d n ' t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  I had seen  what I 
Sad j u s t  seen.  I d i d n ' t  a c t u a l l y  s e e  it, b u t  what had j u s t  happe 
The p i l o t  and t h e  o t h e r  gunner had seen it. The p i l o t  g o t  on the  
phone and c a l l e d  t h e  company commander and r e a l l y  r a i s e d  h e l l .  

Q You t a l k i n g  aga in  about  Warrant O f f i c e r  HONDA? 

A. Y e s .  He r e a l l y  r a i s e d  h e l l .  He s a i d ,  "What t h e  h e l l  
a r e  you guys do ing?"  He 's  Jananese .  He r e a l l y ,  r e a l l y  r a i s e d  he. 
w i t h  t h e  guy. The company commander s a i d  "Well, l e t  me see, " and 
c a l l e d  up t h e  l e a d  e lement  on t h e  phone and g o t  t h e  p l a t o o n  leade:  
and t h e  p l a t o o n  l e a d e r  g o t  a h o l d  of t h e  guy, and he s a i d  "Well, 
t h e  guy had a grenade i n  h i s  pocket  , didn  ' t he? ' And t h e  guy goe! 
"Ah, ah, w e l l ,  I d idn  ' t look.  I don 't know. " The company 
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commander s a y s ,  " I  thought  you t o l d  me, I thought  (Witness s t r o n g l y  
emphasizes " thought" )  you t o l d  m e  t h a t  t h e  guy had a grenade i n  h i s  
pocket ,  " and t h i s  went on u n t i l  f i n a i i y  t h e  guy g o t  t h e  i d e a  and 
s a i d ,  "Yeah r i g h t .  " We were s o  shocked a t  t h i s .  We covered t h e s e  
guys when they  went up. A f t e r  t h a t ,  q u i t e  h o n e s t l y  w e  d i d n ' t  look 
very ha rd  f o r  anybody h i d i n g  by t h e  t r a i l .  I f  t h e r e  had been some-
body h i d i n g  a long  t h e  t r a i l ,  I ' m  n o t  s u r e  we would have t o l d  them. 
A f t e r  t h a t ,  as f a r  as I w a s  concered,  t hey  deserved  what they  g o t ,  
b u t  t hey  covered themselves .  W e  went back,  and we sat down and 
t a l k e d  about  it. Nobody d i d  anyth ing .  The way they  covered them- 
s e l v e s ,  I f e l t  l i k e  it was f r u i t l e s s  t o  a t t empt  t o  do anyth ing  i n  
t h a t  p o s i t i o n  because we were d e a l i n g  w i t h  an i n d i v i d u a l  ac t ,  and 
the  company commander covered t h e  man. I d o n ' t  know what company 
it w a s .  I know they were withdrawing t o  Upt igh t .  

Q - And you were p rov id ing  ground cover  f o r  them? 

A. T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  We d i d n ' t  s e e  anyth ing  t h a t  w a s  s u s p i c i o u s  
excep t  f o r  t h i s  man l y i n g  t h e r e .  W e  c o u l d n ' t  t e l l  what he was 
doing. We t r i e d  t o  g e t  h i s  a t t e n t i o n  and s e e  what he was doing o r  
even g e t  him t o  look up a t  u s ,  and t h e  guy wouldn ' t  do it. We would 
g e t  c l o s e  and he would j u s t  scrunch up. You could  t e l l  t h a t  he was 
a l i v e  and t h a t  he knew we were t h e r e ,  b u t  he wou ldn ' t  r e a c t  t o  us. 
So we had t h e s e  guys come over  and see what he w a s  doing,  and they  
j u s t  murdered him r i g h t  t h e r e .  

Q. When you were down t h e r e  w i t h  t h e  10 t h a t  broke up 
i n t o  5 o r  t h e r e a b o u t s ,  and t h e  o t h e r  one where t h i s  f e l l ow jumped 
up and t o r e  o f f  h i s  s h i r t  and s o  f o r t h ,  have you e v e r  been on a 
b a t t l e f i e l d  where t h e r e  w e r e  a l o t  of people  k i l l e d ?  

A. Ac tua l ly  been on t h e  b a t t l e f  i e l d ?  

Q. I ' m  t a l k i n g  about  i f  you know t h e  s t e n c h  of dead 
bodies?  

A. No, W e  had engagements i n  t h i s  a v i a t i o n  s e c t i o n  where 
w e  engaged s m a l l  u n i t s  of enemy t roops  and k i l l e d  some, and we would 
an-d sometimes, and I would g e t  o u t  and p i c k  up t h e  weapons, o r  one 
of t h e  o t h e r  gunners would g e t  o u t  and p i c k  up t h e  weapons o f f  t h e  
bodies ,  b u t  never  - - , 

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I ' m  t a l k i n g  about  2 o r  3 days a f t e rwards  
where t h e  body g e t s  p r e t t y  r i p e ,  you know? 
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A.  Righ t ,  e s p e c i a l l y  o v e r  t h e r e .  

Q Well ,  i n  t h e  even t  you d o n ' t  r ecogn ize  it, you were 
r i g h t  over  t h e  g e n e r a l  a r e a  where some of t h e  a c t i v i t y  wi th  re-
s p e c t  t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  took p l a c e  and a l s o  i n  t h e  g e n e r a l  a r e a  
where we have been t o l d  and where w e  have seen t h e  g raves  where 
q u i t e  a few of them w e r e  bu r i ed .  This is  the reason  I am a s k i n g  
t h e  q u e s t i o n :  one,  i f  you r e c a l l  whether  you had seen  any f r e s h  
d igg ing  o r  f r e s h  b u r i a l s  and s o  f o r t h  i n  t h e  a r e a ,  and t h e  o t h e r  
one is  obvious ly  d ixc- ted  a t  whether o r  n o t  t h i s  would have in -
d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e s e  bodies  had a l r e a d y  been b u r i e d  by t h i s  t ime? 

A. I d o n ' t  recall any. I would imagine t h e  s t e n c h  t h a t  
would be t h a t  heavy by t h a t  many bodies  would be something t h a t  
you would remember. 

Q I You would have remembered it. I f  you were t h e r e ,  
you would have remembered it. 

A. I d o n ' t  recall  it. 

MR MACCRATE: M r .  RTDELVHOUR, you mentioned, i n  connec t ion  w i t h  
a s t o p - t h e - k i l l i n g  o r d e r  o r  something t o  that  e f f e c t  t h a t  you 
had been t o l d  about  t h a t  Captain  MEDINA had g iven ,  t h a t  some-
one i n d i c a t e d  t o  you t h a t  he went running around t h e  company. 
Is that j u s i  a manner of speak ing ,  o r  d i d  you g e t  t h e  impress ion  
from someone t h a t  he w a s  p h y s i c a l l y  moving around? 
A. That  w a s  t h e  t e r m  t h a t  was used and t h a t  was t h e  
impress ion  t h a t  I had. They said something about  h i s  running 
around i n  t h e  comcany and waving h i s  arms. I c a n ' t  g ive  you 
a verba t im r e c o n s t r u c t i o n  of t h e  conve r sa t ion ,  b u t  it w a s  l i k e  
t h a t .  

Q - Do you remember which of t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  you spoke 
t o ?  

A .  I c a n ' t  h o n e s t l y  say which one t o l d  me t h a t .  

Q Because, of course ,  he d i d  have a t  h i s  d i s p o s a l  all 
t h e  r a d i o  equipment of h i s  R T O ' s  a v a i l a b l e  t o  him t o  communicate 
t o  anyone, s o  t h a t  it does s t r i k e  you a s  a l i t t l e  unusual?  

A. Unless he had l o s t  c o n t r o l  of h i s  men by t h a t  t i m e  
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and t h a t  t h e  r a d i o  wasn ' t  s u f f i c i e n t .  T h a t ' s  a p o s s i b i l i t y ,  I 
guess. And by that t i m e  t h e  t h i n g  had p rog res sed  t o  t h e  p o i n t  
where he would have t o  go on and p h y s i c a l l y  r e s t r a i n  them. 

Q When you r a i s e d  t h i s  s u b j e c t  wi th  t hose  who you en-
countered,  d i d  you eve r  run i n t o  any antagonism, anyth ing  t h a t  
w a s  more t h a n  someone who w a s  i m p l i c a t e d ,  w a s  involved ,  j u s t  
pushing you a s i d e ?  

A. You mean t r y i n g  t o  b rush  me  a s i d e  on t h e  s u b j e c t ?  

Q- Yes? 

A. I d i d n ' t  u s u a l l y  approach it i n  t h a t  manner. I 
mean, I wouldn ' t  s ay  i n  a manner l i k e  I w a s  i n t e r r o g a t i n g  
them, I would u s u a l l y  g e t  invovled  i n  a c o n v e r s a t i o n ,  and I 
would j u s t  mention P i n k v i l l e  you know, "Were you a t  P i n k v i l l e ?  
Wow, w e  heard  a  l o t  of bad s t o r i e s  abotit t h a t  p l a c e . "  A l o t  of 
it would j u s t  come tumbling ou t .  

Q Did you f i n d  a r e l u c t a n c e  t o  t a l k  about  it from 
o t h e r  cases then  you have t o l d  us about?  You i n d i c a t e d  i n  
some of  t h e s e  i n d i v i d u a l s  a r e l u c t a n c e .  Were t h e r e  any o t h e r s  
t h a t  you r e c a l l  where t h e r e  w a s  an  a f f i r m a t i v e  r e l u c t a n c e  t o  
t a l k  about  i t ?  

A. Perhaps  GARFOLO. H e  w a s  t h e r e .  He w a s  i n  t h e  company, 
and he acknowledge t h a t  it happened, t h a t  he w a s  p r e s e n t ,  b u t  he 
was n o t  ment ioning any d e t a i l s  a t  a l l .  I d o n ' t  know i f  he w a s  
t h e  t ype  of guy who d i d n ' t  t a l k  much o r  i f  t h e r e  was a r e l u c t a n c e .  
There wasn 't any h o s t i l i t y .  , 

Q. Did you f i n d  any d e s i r e  on t h e  p a r t  of anyone o t h e r  
t han  B E R N H ~ Tt o  j o i n  you i n  g e t t i n g  t h e  t h i n g  i n v e s t i g a t e d ?  

A. Frank ly ,  I d i d n ' t  b r i n g  t h e  m a t t e r  up t o  t h e s e  guys 
about having it i n v e s t i g a t e d .  Other  t h a n  BERNHARDT, t hey  were 
impl ica ted .  Other  t h a n  BERHANRDT, t hey  d i d n ' t  impress t o  m e  any 
s t r o n g  b e l i e f  t h a t  they  had any d e s i r e  t o  have it i n v e s t i g a t e d .  
It w a s  d e f i n i t e l y  n o t  t o  t h e i r  advantage t o  have it i n v e s t i g a t e d ,  
and I w a s  a l i t t l e  paranoid  myself .  I had t o  go o u t  on p a t r o l s  wi th  
t h e s e  people ,  I w a s  j u s t  keeping my mouth s h u t  and my e a r s  open. 
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Q - Coming back t o  t h e  a v i a t i o n  u n i t s ,  I asked you about 
the  123d, and you immediately went over t o  Warrant O f f i c e r  HONDA, 
and I ' m  n o t  s u r e  t h a t , w e l v e  focused as  y e t  t o  whether you had 
any contac t  wi th  members of t h e  123d Aviation B a t t a l i o n  a t  Chu 
Lai?  

A. I had c o n t a c t  wi th  those  people i n  t h e  sense  t h a t  they 
gave us combat support .  A s  f a r  as  t a l k i n g  t o  any of them, no. Two 
of t h e  warrant  o f f i c e r s  who were i n  t h e  a v i a t i o n  s e c t i o n ,  assigned 
t o  the  11th  I n f a n t r y  Brigade, were l a t e r  t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  t h e  123d: 
Warrant Of f i ce r  LEVY and Warrant Off icer--I  c a n ' t  t h ink  of it 
r i g h t  offhand. 

Q.  But these  were men who moved from Duc Pho t o  Chu Lai  
r a t h e r  than  t h e  o t h e r  d i r e c t i o n ?  

T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  

Q. Did you t a l k  wi th  anyone i n  t h e  174th who was a t  
Duc Pho? 

A. Not about t h a t .  We d i d n ' t  have very much con tac t  with 
t h e  174th.  They were r i g h t  next  door, b u t  they s o r t  of k e p t  t o  
themselves and we kep t  t o  ourse lves .  I can' t ever  remember having 
a conversat ion o t h e r  then ,  "Hi, how a r e  you? Give me a ,bee r ,  " you 
know, i n  t h e i r  c lub.  

Q , But, you never heard any d i scuss ion  among them of any-
t h i n g  t h a t  had gone on a t  Son My Vi l lage?  

A. No, I q i d n ' t .  Not t o  my r e c o l l e c t i o n  anyway, and it 
was t h e  s o r t  of t h i n g  t h a t  I probably would r e c a l l .  

Q You seemed t o  have had your e a r s  open. 

A. Yes, I had my e a r s  open. I would have r e c a l l e d  it, I 
bel ieve .  

10: Do you r e c a l l  a t  any time having heard t h a t  one of 
the p i l o t s  from t h e  123d had observed t h i s  and had repor ted  i t ?  

A. That was what I considered a rumor. To me it was 
a rumor. Who knows how many people discussed it befo re  it g o t  
t o  me, and as  f a r  as  I was concerned i t  was a rumor. You know 
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how t h e  grapevine  goes.  Some of it i s  dependable  and some of 
it is not .  I d i d n , ' t  kncw. 

MR MACCRATE: Do you know where you g o t  t h e  rumor? 

A. I cannot  say.  I cannot  r e c a l l  where I g o t  t h e  rumor. 
I j u s t  know t h a t  somewhere a long  t h e  l i n e  it f i l t e r e d  i n t o  me. 
Somewhere a long  t h e  l i n e  I p icked  up t h i s  s t o r y  t h a t  t h e  w a r r a n t  
o f f i c e r  had seen  what w a s  going on,  had o b j e c t e d  v igo rous ly  ove r  
t he  r a d i o ,  had complained, and s a i d  he w a s  going t o  f i l e  a com-
p l a i n t  and r e p o r t  it, e t  c e t e r a .  The rest of t h e  s t o r y  went on 
t h a t  r e t u r n e d  t o  h i s  base  t h a t  n i g h t  and had done t h a t ,  and t h e  
s t o r y  t h a t  I g o t  w a s  t h a t  he was k i l l e d  i n  a c t i o n  t h e  nex t  day 
o r  w i t h i n  the n e x t  week o r  something of t h a t  s o r t .  Hearing a 
s t o r y  l i k e  t ha t  you could  see - - BERNHARDT had heard t h i s  s t o r y  
too.  

Q a  
 Is BERNHARDT t h e  one t h a t  t o l d  you t h a t ?  

A. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  he i s .  H e  cou ld  have,  b u t  it seems t o  
me t h a t  I hea rd  it b e f o r e  t h a t .  I t  a l s o  seemed t o  me t h a t  he w a s  
f a m i l i a r  w i t h  it. S t o r i e s  l i k e  t h a t  w i l l  make you very  r e l u c t a n t  
t o  t a l k  about  it. 

Q - . We've run  i n t o  a c u r i o u s  phenomenon of how many people  
seem t o  have know no th ing  about  any of t h e s e  rumors o r  t o  have had 
no awareness. Some w e r e  i n  p o s i t i o n s  such as y o u r s e l f ,  where you 
ge t  d i f f e r e n t  exposures ,  and y e t ,  they  have t o l d  us t h a t  they have 
no th ing  t h a t  sugges ted  anyth ing  t o  them. They c a n ' t  r e c a l l  any 
rumors. How common w e r e  rumors of t h i s  s o r t  around Duc Pho a t  
t h a t  t ime? 

A. Around Duc Pho a t  which t ime? 

Q. This  i s  i n  t h e  fo l lowing  months. You remained, I 
say  Duc Pho - - 
A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I went t o  Chu L a i  f o r  4 months, and a t  
t h e  end of August I r e t u r n e d  t o  Duc Pho and I s p e n t  t h e  g r e a t  
m a j o r i t y  of t h e  time t h a t  I had l e f t  up through November a t  Duc 
Pho. 
Q - But i n  A p r i l ,  and May, f o r  example, you w e r e  i n  Chu 
La i ,  bo th  months? 
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A. I w a s  i n  Chu L a i  from May, a l l  o f  May and then  I 
went t o  Recondo School a t  around t h e  7 t h ,  8 t h ,  o r  9 t h  of June .  
I r e t u r n e d  from Recondo School. I w a s  back 4 days from Recondo 
School;  t h a t ' s  2 1  days. 

Q Where is t h e  school?  

A. Recondo School i s  i n  Nha Trang. I t  i s  t h e  5 t h  S p e c i a l  
Forces .  I w a s  back from Recondo School f o r  4 days ,  and I came 
down w i t h  malaria. I w a s  i n  t h e  h o s p i t a l  wi th  m a l a r i a  from about  
t h e  27th o r  28 th  of June  u n t i l  I was r e l e a s e d  on t h e  13 th  o r  14 th  
of  J u l y .  I r e t u r n e d  t o  Chu L a i  on about  t h e  16 th .  I went on R & R, 
I b e l i e v e ,  on t h e  1st of August. I r e t u r n e d  on t h e  7 t h ,  and I 
went on a miss ion  on t h e  n e x t  day. 

Q Can you p l a c e  i n  t h i s  t ime frame t h a t  you have j u s t  
covered f o r  us when you were h e a r i n g  t h e s e  rumors of t h i s  s o r t  
about  t h e  war ran t  o f f i c e r ,  p i l o t ,  and h i s  a c c u s a t i o n s ?  

A. I j u s t  don1t know. A l l  I know is somehow a long  t h e  
way I heard  t h i s  rumor, and how I g o t  it o r  c a m e  by it ,  I j u s t  
d o n ' t  know, and it was t h a t  vague t h a t  I j u s t  d i d n ' t  c r e d i t e d  I 

I 

it w i t h  very  much. I t  seemed t o  m e  l i k e  it was very  probably 
j u s t  a n o t h e r  s t o r y ,  t h e  way t h e y  b u i l d  up and you g e t  s t o r i e s .  

Q - s The ending of t h e  s t o r y  wasn ' t  very r e l i a b l e .  What 
went b e f o r e  it may have been more r e l i a b l e .  

A. Y e s .  

COL ARMSTRONG: L e t ' s  go back t o  t h e  i n c i d e n t  where you w e r e  
p r o t e c t i n g  t h i s  compsny moving no r th  and t h e s e  two men who s h o t  
t h i s  man? 

A. W e  w e r e n ' t  p r o t e c t i n g  j u s t  t h e  p o i n t .  W e  were pro-
t e c t i n g  t h e  whole company. 

Q You s t a t e d  t h a t  a f t e r  t h e  i n c i d e n t  you overheard  t h e  
c a p t a i n  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  t h i s  over  h i s  r a d i o ?  

A. No. Our p i l o t  g o t  on t h e i r  command n e t ,  o r  maybe he 
was a l r e a d y  on t h e i r  command n e t ,  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l .  H e  was t a l k i n g  
t o  t h e  c a p t a i n  o r  t h e  p l a t o o n  l e a d e r  and w a s  r a i s i n g  h e l l  wi th  him* 
I mean r e a l l y ,  r e a l l y  screaming a t  him over  t h e  r a d i o  about  t h i s  
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i n c i d e n t ,  about  t h e  murder of t h i s  guy who was j u s t  l a y i n g  t h e r e .  
I mean t h e  guy j u s t  s t e ~ p e d  back and blew him away. Whoever it 
was t h a t  M r .  HONDA w a s  t a l k i n g  t o  ques t ioned  somebody e l s e  by 
r a d i o ,  e i t h e r  t h e  p l a t o o n  l e a d e r  o r  t h a t  man. 

10: You could  hea r  him t a l k i n g ?  

A. Y e s ,  I could h e a r  him t a l k i n g .  W e  w e r e  always tuned 
i n  on their - -

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  It would have t o  be a PRC-25, because 
I d o n ' t  t h i n k  you could have communication w i t h  t h e  ground t r o o p s  
w i th  a PRC-8 o r  a PRC-9. 

A.  Y e s ,  s ir .  Right .  

COL ARMSTRONG: You could overhear  t h i s  conve r sa t ion?  

A. T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  

Q. So you were .  q u o t i n g  t h i s  r a t h e r  t h a n  what somebody 
had t o l d  you w a s  t h e  subsequent  conve r sa t ion?  

A. Tha t 's r i g h t .  This c o n v e r s a t i o n  I overheard ,  Whoever 
it was t h a t  was on t h e  o t h e r  end of t h e  r a d i o  t h a t  M r .  HONDA was 
t a l k i n g  i n t o  c a l l e d  somebody else, and t h i s  exchange occur red .  
c a n ' t  quo te  it e x a c t l y ,  b u t  it w a s  a long  t h e  l i n e  o f ,  "He w a s  an  
enemy, w a s n ' t  he?  H e  w a s  armed. H e  had a grenade i n  h i s  p o c k e t , "  
o r  something l i k e  t h a t .  

I 0: Do you by chance remember t h e  c a l l s i g n  t h a t  he was 
using? Did he use something l i k e  Coyote C h a r l i e  6? 

A. I j u s t  c a n ' t  remember. W e  were c o n s t a n t l y  on everybody 's  
command n e t s ,  and they  change about  once a month. A f t e r  I s t a r t e d  i n  
t h e  l ong  range p a t r o l ,  I p e r s o n a l l y  had a c a l l  number, and it changed. 
once a month o r  once every  2 weeks o r  whatever,  and I j u s t  c o u l d n ' t  
say. 

10: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  r e c e s s  a t  t h i s  t ime.  

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  1245 hour s ,  29 January 19 70.  ) 
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(The hea r ing  reconvened a t  1335 hours, 29 January 
1970.) 

I0: The hea r ing  w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  

RCDR: The fo l lowing  named persons a r e  p r e s e n t :  LTG PEERS, 
MR WEST, MR MACCRATE, MR WALSH, COL ARMSTRONG, COL FRANKLIN, 
and MAJ LYNN. 

S i r ,  t h e  hea r ing  r e c a l l s  M r .  RIDENHOUR. M r .  
RIDENHOUR, you a r e  reminded t h a t  you remain under oa th  b e f o r e  
t h i s  hear ing .  

10: Before w e  go on any f u r t h e r ,  I wonder, M r .  MACCRATE, 
i f  you have any ques t ions  based upon t h i s  morning t h a t  you'd 
l i k e  t o  address  t o  M r .  RIDENHOUR? 

MR MACCRATE: I have noth ing  f u r t h e r  a t  t h i s  t i m e .  

10: M r .  RIDENHOUR, a f t e r  you had assembled a l l  t h i s  i n -
formation it should have been p r e t t y  obvious t o  you t h a t  you 
had a  b e a r  by t h e  t a i l  and q u i t e  a b i t  of in format ion  concerning 
what had t r a n s p i r e d  t h e r e .  Can you t e l l  m e ,  e x p l a i n  t o  m e  your 
thought process  behind t a k i n g  a course  of a c t i o n  you d i d  a s  op-
posed t o ,  l e t ' s  say ,  t a k i n g  it up wi th  m i l i t a r y  a u t h o r i t i e s  l i k e  
General WESTMORELAND o r  any of t h e  o t h e r  people  who could have 
been a v a i l a b l e  t o  you? 

A. I d i d .  I took it up. w i th  m i l i t a r y ,  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  
and congress iona l  ' a u t h o r i t i e s ,  s imultaneously.  M i l i t a r y  author-  
i t i e s  r e c e i v e d  copies  of t h e  le t te r ,  a s  d i d  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  au-
t h o r i t i e s ,  a s  d i d  congress iona l  f i g u r e s  . 
Q W e l l ,  I u rde r s t and  t h a t ,  bu t  I ' m  t h i n k i n g  back i n  
t h e  t i m e  when you were s t i l l  i n  t h e a t e r  and t h i s  in format ion  
was s t i l l  very  f r e s h  i n  your mind, and, on t h e  one hand, you 
could have gone t o  t h e  headquar te rs  of t h e  America1 Div is ion .  
You could have, i n  f a c t ,  gone t o  I11 MAF, o r  you could have 
gone down t o  MACV i n  Saigon. 

A. I n  the f r a n k e s t  of terms,  Lyndon Baines JOHNSON was 
s t i l l  P res iden t .  I d i d n ' t  t r u s t  h i s  s i n c e r i t y .  I d i d  n o t  t r u s t  
t he  man's s i n c e r i t y .  I wasn ' t  a l t o g e t h e r  s u r e  of what would hap- 
pen t o  it i f  t h e  Army g o t  ho ld  of it. And they w e r e  t he  only 
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ones who knew about it. I f e l t  t h a t  i t ' s  a r e l a t i v e  th ing .  
you ' re  working with people. The r i g h t  people g e t  it, then 
p o s i t i v e  a c t i o n  w i l l  be taken.  I f  the  wrong people g e t  it, no 
a c t i o n  w i l l  be taken. Tha t ' s  the  way any o rgan iza t ion  works. 
I t  j u s t  depends on who g e t s  it. I had no i d e a  who t h e  person-
a l i t i e s  involved would be. I f e l t  t h a t  t h e  only way t h a t  I 
would be able t o  i n s u r e  myself of any success  would be t o  send 
a l e t t e r  ou t  t o  a v a r i e t y  of people and hope t h a t  j u s t  one of 
them would p ress  f o r  a c t i o n .  And a s  it turned o u t ,  t h e r e  were 
a h e l l  of a l o t  who d i d n ' t  p ress  f o r  a c t i o n .  

Q Well, you see ,  the  reason I 'm asking th is - -you ' re
probzhly wondering why I ' m  asking such a d i r e c t  and b l u n t  
ques t ion ,  and it is--is t h e  f a c t  t h a t  I commanded the  forces  
i n  F i r s t  F i e l d  Forces i n  I1 Corps, and i n  my judgment, a l l  I 
would have t o  hea r  is  about somebody g e t t i n g  nicked by a p iece  
of a r t i l l e r y  o r  anything,  and we had it i n v e s t i g a t e d ,  because 
t h i s  was genera l ly  the  po l i cy  under which we opera ted  and 
which I understood w a s  General WESTMORELAND1s pol icy .  And we 
could ask o t h e r  people. Colonel FRANKLIN worked w i t h  t he  173d 
Airborne Brigade j u s t  t o  the  south of you and i n  upper Binh 
Dinh during t h i s  per iod.  He w a s  very we l l  aware of t h i s .  
I t ' s  my genera l  impression t h a t  a l l  of the  people,  the  Ameri-
cans, wi th in  I1 Corps understood t h i s .  The t h i n g  t h a t  con-
cerns me a l i t t l e  b i t  i s  having t h a t  a t t i t u d e ,  which I th ink  
w e  d i d  have, and t h i s  i s n ' t  t o  say something might not  have 
happened. But a t  least what we t r i e d  t o  implement--in the  
d iscuss ion  he re  t h i s  morning I f i n d  that--of course ,  y o u ' r e  
t a l k i n g  about down a t  the company, you ' r e  t a l k i n g  about down 
a t  t h e  s o l d i e r  l e v e l  and no t  up a t  the  headquarters--but the  
i n d i c a t i o n  seems t o  be t h a t  t h e r e  was more than a l i t t l e  b i t  
of t h i s  going on. I f  I i n t e r p r e t  what y o u ' r e  saying cor rec t -
l y ,  p a r t  of t h e  judgment i n  your dec i s ion  was based upon the  
f a c t  t h a t  you had heard from o t h e r  people t h a t  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  
had been conducted and nothing had come of it. NOW, does t h i s  
s o r t  of b r i n g  t h i n g s  i n t o  focus with what I ' m  concerned about? 

A. Yes, d e f i n i t e l y .  There a r e  a m u l t i p l i c i t y  of d i f -
f e r e n t  fo rces  t h a t  a f f e c t e d  me. One of them was, obviously,  
my c lose  r e l a t i o n s h i p  with a l o t  of t h e s e  people.  A s  I s a i d ,  
I w a s  very,  very c lose  t o  TERRY. I t ' s  a p r e t t y  heavy th ing  
whenever you t u r n  i n  somebody t h a t  is  t h a t  good, t h a t  c lose  a 
f r i e n d  of yours ,  f o r  murder. And t h a t  is  the  way I had t o  
look a t  it, The f a c t  t h a t  it r e a l l y  d idn '  t look l i k e ,  a t  l e a s t  
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i n  our divis ion- ,  a t  l e a s t  with the  information t h a t  I had a t  
hand, t h a t  t h e  people i n  the  command s t r u c t u r e  who were i n  a 
p o s i t i o n  t o  take  a c t i o n ;  it d i d n ' t  look as  i f  they were w i l -
l i n g  t o  t ake  a c t i o n .  

10: That i s ,  from your vantage po in t .  

A. That 's r i g h t .  Tha t ' s  from my vantage p o i n t .  I 
was a spec 4 ,  a PFC t o  spec  4 .  And I d i d n ' t  have a whole l o t  
of t r u s t  i n  the  Army, e s p e c i a l l y  a f t e r  some of t h e s e  th ings  
happened. And I w a s  t o l d  b l u n t l y  from time t o  t ime t h a t  i f  
acc idents  occurred,  d o n ' t  worry about it, because w e ' l l  cover 
you. For tuna te ly ,  we never had any acc iden t s  occur  i n  my 
u n i t .  But n e v e r t h e l e s s ,  I c o u l d n ' t  he lp  f e e l  t h a t  t h i s  was a 
po l i cy  t h a t  was a l l -pervading  wi th in  the  d i v i s i o n ,  and every- 
body was covering everybody's a s s .  Tha t ' s  t h e  f i r s t  t h i n g  
t h a t  you l e a r n  when you go i n  the  Army, now. We d i d n ' t  l e a r n  
"don ' t  volunteer ."  We l ea rned  "cover your a s s . "  

Q. Major LYNN, g e t  m e ,  a l s o ,  525-3, w i l l  you? 

(I0 confers  with Recorder,. ) 

A s  a b i t  of background f o r  you, M r .  RIDENHOUR, s o  
t h a t  y o u ' l l  understand how I f e e l  on t h i s  t h i n g ,  and how I n o t  
only f e e l ,  b u t  how I know General WESTMORELAND f e l t  about it, 
I ' d  l i k e  t o  acquaint  you wi th  j u s t  a couple of documents which 
w e  have a l ready had en te red  i n t o  our  record.  One i s  PACV D i -
r e c t i v e  25-3, which is  da ted  1 4  October 1 9 6 6 .  The t i t l e  of it 
i s ,  "Minimizing Noncombatant B a t t l e  C a s u a l t i e s . "  I th ink  you 
may f i n d  it u s e f u l  t o  t ake  a minute o r  s o  and review t h a t  doc- 
ument (Exhib i t  D - 6 ) .  . This i s  the  pol icy  d i r e c t i v e  which is 
s t i l l  i n  f o r c e  by General  WESTMORELAND. Everytime he ' d  v i s i t  
my headquarters  and m y  o t h e r  headquar ters ,  he d iscussed  t h i s .  
I t  leaves  no doubt i n  my mind but  what the  i n t e n t i o n  h e r e  is  
t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  c i v i l i a n .  I n  l i n e  with t h a t ,  I ' l l  show you a 
couple o t h e r  documents. Here's one which is  dated 2 7  A p r i l  
1967. I t ' s  Di rec t ive  20-4, which has been en te red  i n t o  the  
record a s  Exh ib i t  D-1. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  y o u ' l l  have t o  read a l l  
of t h i s  document, but  I would c a l l  your a t t e n t i o n  t o  j u s t  a 
couple of t h i n g s  i n  the  document: on the  f i r s t  page, para-
graph 2. And I th ink  maybe from your p o i n t  of view it might 
be e s s e n t i a l  t o  read  paragraph 1, too.  Now s k i p  over  t o  the  
second page and look a t  paragraph 5a, which I t h i n k  is  most 
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p e r t i n e n t ,  and then j u s t  s k i p  through the  rest of paragraph 
5, which I t h i n k  w i l l  g ive  you t h e  genera l  background of it, 
Well, I th ink  it po in t s  ou t  the  emphasis t h a t  is being placed 
upon i t ,  and paragraph ;a, whether we  put  t h i s  out  properly 
o r  no t  s o  it g e t s  down t o  a l l  t h e  people,  t h i s  i s  a d i f f e r e n t  
ques t ion ,  bu t  the  i n t e n t i o n  is  i n d i c a t e d .  " I t  i s  t h e  respon-
s i b i l i t y  of a l l  m i l i t a r y  personnel  having knowledge o r  re-
ce iv ing  a r e p o r t  of an i n c i d e n t  o r  a c t  thought t o  be a war 
crime t o  make such i n c i d e n t  known t o  h i s  commanding o f f i c e r  
a s  soon a s  p r a c t i c a b l e . "  This a l s o  i s  p a r t  of the  reason why 
we've been address ing  ques t ions  t o  you t h i s  morning concerning 
your t r a i n i n g  and what has been pu t  a c r o s s ,  because the  b r i -  
gade i n  Hawaii was t r a i n e d  based upon documentation which had 
been picked up i n  South Vietnam. Do you have any ques t ions  
concerning t h e s e  documents a t  a l l ?  

A. No. 


Q. I 'd l i k e  j u s t  t o  show you another  one because I 
th ink  it is  important  t h a t  you r e a l l y  know what t h e  pol icy  was 
a s  f a r  as General  WESTMORELAND and h i s  command i s  concerned. 
I have he re  a l e t t e r  dated 21  February 1968, which I ' d  l i k e  t o  
have en te red  i n t o  the  record as  an e x h i b i t .  I t  is  from Gen- 
e r a l  WESTMORELAND t o  General Cao Van VIEM,  who was then t h e  
Chief of t h e  J o i n t  General S t a f f ;  i n  o t h e r  words, he headed 
t h e  Armed Forces of t h e  Republic of South Vietnam. 

RCDR: This l e t t e r  w i l l  be en te red  i n t o  t h e  record and 
marked a s  Exh ib i t  M-82. 

10: You w i l l  n o t i c e  t h a t  through h i s  l e t t e r ,  he i n d i -  
ca ted  t h a t  he w a s  going t o  a t t a c h  a copy of a message which he 
had dispatched t o  t h e  U.S.'Forces. This has a l r eady  been en-
t e r e d  i n t o  our  record  a s  Exh ib i t  M-48, and I th ink  it would be 
worthwhile t o  be f a m i l i a r  with t h a t  as  we l l .  

A.  This is  a t t achcd  t o  t h i s ?  

(2. Y e s ,  t h i s  was a t t ached  t o  t h a t .  But it a l s o  is a 
message t h a t  went out ,  a s  you can see ,  from COMUSMACV, Comman-
der  of U.S.  Forces ,  M i l i t a r y  Ass is tance  Command, Vietnam, and 
t h a t  MACV means t o  a l l  commands wi th in  South Vietnam, a l l  U.S. 
commands. So t h i s  had been s e n t  t o  everybody, c l e a r  down t o  
province advisory l e v e l .  The p o i n t  i s  t h a t  i n  my view t h e r e  
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were ample i n s t r u c t i o n s  and t h e r e  was ample po l i cy  and so 
f o r t h  out  on the th ing .  But the  f a c t  remains t h a t  it wasn 't 
g e t t i n g  down t o  some people.  L a t e r  on, we' 11 probably come 
back and ask you some of your personal  thoughts  about how t h i s  
might be improved, you having been down on t h i s  working l e v e l ,  
the  man behind the  r i f l e ,  s o  t o  speak. This i s  the  kind of 
apprec ia t ion  we would l i k e  t o  have. Before we do t h a t ,  I 'm 
su re  we have some o t h e r  ques t ions  t h a t  people would l i k e  t o  
address '  t o  you. M r .  MACCRATE? 

MR MACCRATE: I'd l i k e  t o  g e t  a l i t t l e  f u r t h e r  f e e l  of your 
observat ions wi th in  the  11th  Brigade and t h e  a t t i t u d e s  t h e r e ,  
i f  we can. Perhaps going down t o  Charl ie  Company again ,  d id  
you g e t  any f e e l  from your a s soc ia t ions  t h e r e  t h a t  t h e r e  was 
a  r a t h e r  c a l l o u s  a t t i t u d e  about the  t rea tment  of women? 

A. Y e s .  W e l l ,  i n  my conversat ions wi th  GRUVER, and 
with many men throughout t h e  br igade ,  I came t o  the  conclusion 
t h a t  rape was no t  a t  a l l  unusual. I n  f a c t ,  it was committed 
by a g r e a t  many members of our fo rces  over  t h e r e ,  probably. 
How can you p u t  a  percentage on i t ?  Not a major i ty  of the  
members of t h e  companies, bu t  too  l a r g e  a minor i ty ,  too  l a r g e  
a  minori ty .  

Q Did you g e t  the  f e e l i n g  t h a t  it was more common i n  -some companies than o t h e r s ?  

A. Y e s ,  sure .  

Q- Did you g e t  the  impression t h a t  some company com-
manders took an i n t e r e s t  i n  t h i s  s o r t  of t h i n g  t o  see  t h a t  it 
di,dnlt go on, a s  f a r  as they could? 

A. Not s o  much t h a t  they took an i n t e r e s t  i n  it. The 
impression t h a t  I go t  from the  people I t a l k e d  t o  is t h a t  t h e  
o f f i c e r s  looked away i f  they could.  Unless t h e  a c t  was s o  
f l a g r a n t  and committed almost before  t h e i r  eyes ,  o r  even be-
f o r e  t h e i r  eyes,  where they cou ldn ' t  ignore it, they chose t o  
ignore it. 

Q - Did your f r i e n d s  i n  Char l ie  Company r e p o r t  any-
th ing  about a t t a c k s  upon women i n  t h i s  opera t ion  i n  Son My? 

A. You mean, t h a t  s p e c i f i c  day? 
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Q - Y e s .  

A. I c a n ' t  r e c a i l  any r e p o r t s  of it t h a t  s p e c i f i c  
day. I r e c a l 1 : r e p o r t s  of r apes  having occurred p r i o r  t o  t h a t ,  
GRUVER admitted t o  me himself t h a t  he had committed rape more 
than once. How many t imes,  I don' t know. He said--he almost 
boasted about i t - - i f  he g o t  horny, he wanted a l i t t l e ,  he j u s t  
picked out  a l i k e l y  l i t t l e  g i r l  i n  a v i l l a g e  and raped he r .  
That was it* Not i n  those words, b u t  t h a t  was h i s  a t t i t u d e .  
That i s  t h e  genera l  f e e l i n g  t h a t  he expressed. 

Q And d i d  you g e t  any feedback a s  t o  t h e  a t t i t u d e  of 
any of t h e  o f f i c e r s  i n  Char l ie  Company? 

A. The way t h e s e  men f e l t  about it o r  t h e  f e e l i n g  
t h a t  they passed on t o  me i s  t h a t  t h e  o f f i c e r s  d i d n ' t  ca re .  
The o f f i c e r s  d i d n ' t  ca re  i f  they  wanted t o  rape a g i r l .  They 
j u s t  raped h e r  and as  long as  it wasn ' t  r i g h t  before  t h e i r  
eyes,  they ' d  ignore  it. 

Q. Did you ever  hea r  a t  any time i n  t h e i r  opera t ions  
t h a t  t h e r e  had been some r e a l  o r g i e s ?  

A ,  No. I have heard s t o r i e s  of t h a t  s i n c e  t h i s  a l l  
came ou t ,  and, of course,  I 've been i n  touch with some news 
people and s t u f f .  I ' v e  heard s t o r i e s  of t h i s  s i n c e  then,  "gang 
bangs" i s  t h e  proper  term. P r i o r  t o  t h a t ,  I h a d n ' t  heard of 
anything of t h a t  s o r t ,  I ' d  heard of l i k e  GRUVER, who appar- 
e n t l y  thought t h a t  he could rape  any g i r l  t h a t  he wanted when 
he wanted, and of o t h e r  people.  He t o l d  me t h a t  it wasn ' t  an 
uncommon event  i n  h i s  p la toon,  and t h a t  he wasn ' t  t h e  only one 
who w a s  doing it. He d i d n ' t  say John and Joe and Jimmy were 
doing it, too. H e  j u s t  expressed the  i d e a  t h a t  t h e r e  were 
o t h e r  people doing it who f e l t  t h e  same way t h a t  he d i d  about 
it. ' 

Q - I th ink  t h a t ' s  as f a r  as I ' l l  go a t  t h i s  time. 

10: I n  your previous testimony with the  I G ,  some time 
ago a c t u a l l y ,  I th ink  it was wi th  Colonel WILSON, you had in-  
d i c a t e d  that i n  checking i n t o  t h i s  ma t t e r  t h a t  you had a l s o  
checked with t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  s e c t i o n  of t h e  America1 Division. 

A, Y e s ,  l e t  me expla in  t h a t ,  and I can ' t  pu t  a d a t e  ' 
on it. Sometime when I was i n  Chu La i ,  a t  t h e  end of my t o u r ,  
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it must have been between 15 and 30 November a f t e r  I re tu rned  
from my 7-day leave.  I went down t o  the  d i v i s i o n  h i s t o r i c a l  
sec t ion .  There was a cap ta in  i n  t h e r e ,  and I cannot remember 
what h i s  name w a s .  He had a Mexican surname, a Mexican-Amer- 
i can  surname. I gave him some s t o r y  about I was doing a paper 
f o r  one of my co l l ege  p ro fessor s  and I was doing a paper on 
m i l i t a r y  opera t ions .  I had chosen s p e c i f i c a l l y  t o  w r i t e  on 
Task Force Barker and was t h e r e  anything i n  ' t h e r e  I could look 
a t ?  And he s a i d ,  "Ah, hmrn, ah, wel l ,  do you have a s e c u r i t y  
clearance?" And I s a i d ,  "Secre t . "  And he s a i d  okay and gave 
me access t o  t h i s  f i l e .  There r e a l l y  wasn 't anything i n  it. 
There were two s h o r t  a f t e r - a c t i o n  r e p o r t s ,  and I cannot remem-
ber  the s p e c i f i c  da tes  on them. I t  seems t o  me l i k e  one 'of 
them was t h e  16 th  of March, and it seems t o  me l i k e  t h a t ,  be-
cause t h e  body count was r i g h t .  The body count agreed with 
the  s t o r i e s  t h a t  I had been t o l d  of 128. The o t h e r  one was 
around the  23rd, I th ink .  I be l i eve  it was around t h e  23rd 
of March of 1968. There wasn ' t  r e a l l y  very much i n  t h e r e .  
Obviously, t h e  one t h a t  was da ted  on the  16th  wasn ' t  w r i t t e n  
anything l i k e  t h e  way t h a t  I had heard t h e  s t o r y  had a c t u a l l y  
gone, how the  event  had a c t u a l l y  happened. The only t h i n g  
t h a t  r e a l l y  j e l l e d  was the  body count and the  very,  very low 
number of weapons captured.  Those two t h i n g s  c l i c k e d ,  but  
o t h e r  than  t h a t ,  nothing e l s e  c l i c k e d  very much. T h a t ' s  where 
I got  my coordina tes  t h a t  I s e n t ,  o f f  of t h a t  shee t .  

Q Did he g ive  you access  t o  any o t h e r  papers  con-
cerning Task Force Barker? 

A. He d i d  no t .  He showed me t h a t  f i l e ,  and t h a t  was 
a l l  t h a t  was i n  t h a t  f i l e  t h a t  he showed me. 

Q.  I have he re  Exh ib i t  R-2, which has been en te red  
i n t o  t h e  record  a s  aa e x h i b i t ,  dated 28 March 1968, Task Force 
Barker Combat Action Report. I show you t h i s  paper and ask i f  
t h i s  is  one of t h e  papers which you had reviewed a t  t h a t  time. 

A, I t  looks l i k e  it. I c o u l d n ' t  say i r revocably  t h a t  

t h a t  is  it, but  a l o t  of it c l i c k s ,  a l o t  of it c l i c k s .  I 

th ink  t h i s  is  it. 


Q - Would you look back t o  the  l a s t  page, p l e a s e .  

When you saw t h i s  document, d i d  it have t h i s  over lay  a t t ached  

t o  i t ?  
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A. Yes, I bel ieve '  t h a t  i t  d id .  I c a n ' t  be c e r t a i n .  
It looks f a m i l i a r ,  bu t  I c a n ' t  be c e r t a i n .  

Q So i t ' s  your impression t h a t  t h i s  is one of the  
papers t h a t  t h e  h i s t o r i a n  made a v a i l a b l e  t o  you then? 

A* Y e s ,  t h a t ' s  r i g h t .  

Q A l l  r i g h t ,  f i n e .  

A. A s  I r e c a l l .  

Q - I have here  another  paper ,  Headquarters,  Task 
Force Barker, da ted  24 March 1968, sub jec t :  "Combat Action 
Report." This ,  l i kewise ,  has been en te red  i n t o  t h e  record a s  
an e x h i b i t ,  R-12. I show t h i s  t o  you and ask i f  t h i s  is  t h e  
o t h e r  r e p o r t  which you reviewed a t  t h a t  time. 

A. (Af ter  reading  aloud t o  himself from t h e  document) 
T h a t ' s  f a m i l i a r .  That I remember. I b e l i e v e  t h a t ' s  it. t h i s  
sounds l i k e  t h e  opera t ion  t h a t  I flew cover i n .  I t  sounds 
very,  very c lose .  I t  sounds l i k e  it must have been it. And 
I remember t h a t ' s  why I was confused, because t h i s  j i v e s  wi th  
the  dea l ,  b u t  it seems t o  me t h i s  opera t ion  happened before 
t h a t .  

Q - Y e s .  Well, i f  y o u ' l l  n o t i c e  the--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  Yeah, I n o t i c e  t h e  d a t e .  

Q One is da ted  t h e  16th .  

Q. The opera t ion  i t s e l f ,  and t h i s  opera t ion ,  although 
the  a f t e r  a c t i o n  r e p o r t  i s  w r i t t e n  on t h e  24th of March, the  
a c t u a l  d a t e  of t h e  opera t ion  is t h e  23rd of February. 

A. Oh, oh, I see. Yeah, I d i d n ' t  see t h a t  before;  I 
d i d n ' t  s ee  it now. 

Q - Yes, i t ' s  i n  paragraph 2 i f  you'd look a t  it. 
Right a t  t h e  top ,  paragraph 2. 

A. Oh, yeah, yeah. 
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Q And y o u ' l l  n o t i c e  t h a t  the  o t h e r  one is f o r  t h e  
16th of March. So one i s  f o r  t h e  23rd of February,  t h e  one 
you1 r e  looking a t  now; and t h e  o t h e r  one, R-2,  i s  f o r  the  
16th.  

A. Yes, sir. I d idn l t ca tch  the  discrepancy i n  the  
d a t e  t h e r e  before.  I saw the  d a t e  on top .  T h a t ' s  what it 
was. 

Q Good. Do you have anything,  M r .  MACCRATE? 

COL FUXLIN: M r .  RIDENHOUR, you mentioned t o  General PEERS 
t h a t  you d i d n ' t  r e p o r t  t h i s  through m i l i t a r y  channels because 
you d i d n ' t  have much confidence i n  the  Army. I assume your 
impressions of t h e  Army come from your own experiences i n  your 
own o u t f i t .  J u s t  what w a s  your f e e l i n g  towards your Army ser-
v i c e  i n  the  l l t h  Brigade and the  men t h a t  you served wi th  and 
t h e  t r a i n i n g  t h a t  you received? 

A. What do you mean "What was my f e e l i n g  towards-- 

Q • ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )Were you proud of t h e  11th  Brigade, 
o r  a r e  you ashamed of t h e  11th  Brigade? 

A. I ' l l  say a t  t h i s  p o i n t ,  I d o n ' t  s e e  how anybody 
can be proud of t h e  l l t h  Brigade. I ' m  n o t  proud of t h e  l l t h  
Brigade, I took p r ide  i n  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  u n i t  I was i n ,  but  
I d i d n ' t  s e e  it as  p a r t  of t h e  l l t h  Brigade. I would say 
t h a t  t h i s  is  Prirno t o  t h e  l l t h  Brigade a v i a t i o n .  And when I 
joined long range p a t r o l ,  it was the  same way. I d i d n ' t  
f e e l  t h a t  I was i n  the  b e s t  u n i t  i n  the  Army o r  t h a t  I was i n  
the  b e s t  d i v i s i o n  i n  the  Army. I f e l t  t h a t  I was i n  E Com-
pany, 51s t  I n f a n t r y ,  Long Range P a t r o l ,  and t h a t  I was doing 
a d i f f i c u l t  job and doing it wel l  and t h a t  t h e  people t h a t  I 
worked with,  t h e  major i ty  of them, were doing the  same t h i n g ,  
o r  t ry ing .  There were some who weren ' t ,  and t h a t ' s  t h e  way 
any organiza t ion  of any s i z e  anywhere t h a t  I 've ever  been o r  
had any con tac t  wi th  works. I t  depends on your i n d i v i d u a l s ,  
and you ' re  n o t  going t o  g e t  100 percent  good ind iv idua l s .  
You g e t  some good; you g e t  some bad; and you g e t  a g r e a t  ma- 
j o r i t y  t h a t  a r e  i n  the  middle. 

Q - Well, s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  you d i d n ' t  have any f a i t h  i n  
t h e  Army. Would you t r a n s l a t e  t h i s  i n t o  j u s t  what o r  whom 
you d i d n ' t  have f a i t h  i n  and why you had t h i s  f e e l i n g ?  
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A. I t  began, I th ink ,  when I was i n  A I T ,  advanced in-  
d iv idua l  t r a i n i n g .  I t ' s  a very long s t o r y ,  but  we had a .case 
of misrepresenta t ion  where the  commanding o f f i c e r  backed up an 
NCO who had made a misthke, and he backed him up because he 
was an NCO. And whenever I complained about i t ,  it was n o t  
j u s t  myself ,  but  a g r e a t  many o t h e r  people,  t h e r e  w a s  a g r e a t  
dea l  of p ressu re  pu t  on us t o  keep our  mouths s h u t ,  d o n ' t  make 
waves. I ended up on a r e a  r e s t r i c t i o n  f o r  a good time t o  
come. I t h i n k  I had 5 weeks l e f t  i n  the  company, and I d i d n ' t  
r ece ive  very good t rea tment  a f t e r  t h a t .  And t h e  t h i n g  about 
it is t h a t  I w a s  r i g h t ,  i n  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  ins t ance .  There 
were ins tances  i n  the  Army when I w a s  wrong; I go t  burned f o r  
it, and t h a t ' s  the  way it was. I was wrong and I go t  burned. 
But i n  t h i s  i n s t a n c e  I was r i g h t ,  and I go t  burned. And t h a t  
gave me, n o t  a genera l  d i s t r u s t ,  b u t  it made me view much of 
t h e  Army wi th  a wary eye. When I g o t  i n t o  Primo, when I was 
i n  t h e  70th I n f a n t r y  Detachment, Long Range P a t r o l ,  i n  Hawaii, 
we  had a squared away company commander, and he was a good man 
and he was a f a i r  man. I had no complaints.  Captain CLARK 
was t h e  company commander of Long Range P a t r o l ,  E Company, 
51s t  I n f a n t r y ,  and I had no complaints.  There were a l o t  of 
people who d id ,  but  I wasn ' t  one of them. I f e l t  t h a t  he was 
doing a good job under the  condi t ions .  When I was i n  Primo, 
we had a couple of NCO1s  who were n o t  very sympathetic towards 
me. I wasn 't very sympathetic towards them. I made a g r e a t  
dea l  of my own t r o u b l e  i n  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  u n i t .  I t  developed 
from a misunderstanding because the  four  t o  s i x  gunners were 
i n  very c l o s e  c o n t a c t  with t h e  o f f i c e r s .  The o f f i c e r s ,  i n -
s t e a d  of going through t h e i r  N C O 1 s ,  came d i r e c t l y  t o  us with 
the  th ings  they wanted us t o  do and how they  wanted us t o  con-
duct  our  d u t i e s .  They d i d n ' t  pass t h i s  information on t h e  
NCO' s .  The N C O 1 s  would t h i n k  we were supposed t o  be on some-
t h i n g  e l s e  and we had a l ready been t o l d  by t h e  o f f i c e r s  some-
t h i n g  e l s e .  W e  t o l d  t h e  N C O ' s  t h a t  we had o t h e r  o r d e r s ,  and 
from t h e  very beginning t h i s  s t a r t e d  of f  a bad s i t u a t i o n .  The 
N C O ' s  go t  t i c k e d  a t  it, and it g o t  worse. I t  j u s t  s t a r t e d  o f f  
a bad th ing .  I t  w a s  l i k e  a s o r e ;  it f e s t e r e d  and f e s t e r e d  and 
got  worse and worse, t o  t h e  p o i n t  where f i n a l l y  t h e r e  was no 
good o r  f r i e n d l y  o r  compatable cooperat ion between t h e  N C O ' s  
and t h e  e n l i s t e d  men i n  t h a t  u n i t ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  between the  
N C O ' s  and myself. A s  a r e s u l t ,  I l e f t  t h e  a v i a t i o n  s e c t i o n  
because I was asked t o  leave ,  n o t  because I wanted t o  l eave ,  
because I was asked t o  leave.  And it was a r e s u l t  of an i n c i -
dent  t h a t  t h e s e  N C O 1 s  arranged s o  they knew I ' d  r e a c t  i n  a 
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c e r t a i n  way, and I d i d .  And they had grounds t o  ask f o r  my 
d i smissa l .  They t r i e d  t h r e e  o r  f o u r  o t h e r  t imes t o  g e t  me o u t  
of t h e  u n i t .  I d o n ' t  know. You can say t h a t  i t ' s  my f a u l t ;  
you can say t h a t  i t ' s  t h e i r  f a u l t .  I t h i n k  i t  was t h e i r  f a u l t  
and my f a u l t .  It was as much mine as it was t h e i r s .  Four 
months l a t e r  t h e  same two N C O ' s  were booted ou t  of t h e  u n i t ,  
s o  I d o n ' t  know what t o  say .  Tha t ' s  p a r t  of t h e  b a s i s  of  it. 

Q You had a problem with N C O ' s  i n  your A I T ,  and you
had a problem with your N C O ' s  i n  your company, b u t  you men-
t ioned some o f f i c e r s  t h a t  were p r e t t y  s t r a i g h t .  

A. W e l l ,  some were--

Q. ( In terpos ing)  Did you t r u s t  some of your o f f i c e r s ?  
Those t h a t  you d e a l t  w i t h ,  your company commander, Captain 
CLARK, f o r  example? Couldn ' t  you t e l l  Captain CLARK some a l -
l ega t ions  of t h e  type  t h a t  you rece ived ,  t h e s e  s i x  o r  seven 
f r i e n d s  of yours? What do you t h i n k  he would have done with 
them? 

A. I t h i n k  he would have repor ted  them. I t r u s t e d  
Captain CLARK, and I had f a i t h  i n  him. I thought he  was a 
good o f f i c e r  and a good man. I f  I would have thought t h a t  he 
could have taken these  a l l e g a t i o n s  and c a r r i e d  them through,  
and t h a t  was t h e  only cons ide ra t ion  I had a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  I 
would have brought it t o  him. I d i d n ' t  t h ink  t h a t  he could,  
because,  a f t e r  a l l ,  he was a c a p t a i n  and t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
t h a t  I had heard  about a t  t h a t  time was conducted by a l i e u -
t e n a n t  co lone l  o r  by a f u l l  co lone l .  What I had heard  of it, 
it had go t  no p l a c e ,  s o  what 's  a  capta in  going t o  do when a  
colonel  h a s n ' t  done anything? 

Q Just  o v e r a l l ,  how do you look back on your A r m y
s e r v i c e ,  a p a r t  from t h i s ,  and c e r t a i n l y  no one i s  proud of  
t h a t .  J u s t  look back on t h e  t ime you served  i n  t h e  Army. 

A. How do I look on i t ?  

Q. Y e s .  

A. It was a l e a r n i n g  experience.  I look on some 
p a r t s  of i t  as  be ing  good and rewarding, and I look on o t h e r  
p a r t s  of it as  being n o t  s o  good. When I was i n  t h e  a v i a t i o n  
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sec t ion ,  I can look back a t  p a r t s  of it t h a t  a r e n ' t  sepafated 
by 10 minutes where one p a r t  is  just--I  c e r t a i n l y  could have 
spen t  my time elsewhere and never  missed anything,  and, of 
course,  it was a rewarding experience.  I t ' s  n o t  b lack  and 
white .  I t ' s  l i k e  s a l t  and pepper a l l  mixed t o g e t h e r  with a11 
t he  var ious  shades of gray. I t ' s  n o t  p o s s i b l e  f o r  me t o  make 
a broad genera l i za t ion- - i t  was a "good experience" or a "had 
experience.  " It was a l e a r n i n g  experience.  I t  was something 
I had t o  do. I d i d  it, and i t ' s  over  with.  I f e e l  I ' m  a be t -
t e r  man f o r  it. 

Q. Then your f e e l i n g s  toward t h e  Army are t h e  same 
mixture of good and bad? 

A. C e r t a i n l y ,  because the Army is people,  and when 
you d e a l  wi th  people,  you d e a l  wi th  a l l  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  varieti-cs 
of people. You're going t o  g e t  a l l  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  v a r i e t i e s  ~t 
r eac t ions .  A t  l e a s t  I d id .  

8.  Thank you. 

10: W e l l ,  l e t  me ask you a couple of  s p e c i f i c s ,  be-
cause I would be i n t e r e s t e d .  I know t h a t  a f t e r  you finished 
your A I T ,  a f t e r  a s h o r t  break,  you went i n t o  a i rborne  t r a i n - -
i n g  . 

That 's r i g h t .  

Q How d i d  you enjoy t h a t  t r a i n i n g ?  

Q- ( In terpos ing)  I ' m  n o t  a i rborne ,  s o  t h i s  won t hurt 
my f e e l i n g s  one way o r  another .  

A * .  It was a good experience.  I l i k e  jumping. I 
d i d n ' t  l i k e  going ou t  a l l  day long,  t h e  2-week t r a i n i n g  pe r iod  
you go t o  before  t h a t ,  which i s  s o  phys ica l .  I wasn ' t  i n  very 
good shape when I went, s o  I d idn '  t l i k e  i t  because it h u z t ;  

-. i t  h u r t .  And t h e  heavy, heavy d i s c i p l i n e  t h a t  they use--1 
s t ayed  s t r a i g h t ,  s o  I d i d n ' t  have t o  bo the r  wi th  it too  m u c h ,  
W e  had some Marines t h e r e ,  a Marine u n i t  t h a t  went i n  as a 
u n i t .  Whenever one of t h e  NCO's  dropped one Marine, t.he whole 
group dropped. And they had those  guys doing hundreds of  
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pushups a t  a t ime,  because,  when I drop you, you o t h e r  guys 
a r e  supposed t o  s t a y  up and s t a n d  a t  a t t e n t i o n .  But these  
guys got  a l o t  of s p i r i t .  They dropped one of them, and 
they 'd  a l l  go down. So they probably look back on it wi th  a 
l i t t l e  more jaundiced eye than  I do, I would imagine. 

Q Well, I would t h i n k ,  having gone through t h a t ,  
t h a t  you g o t  a degree of s a t i s f a c t i o n  o u t  of it. 

A. Oh, y e s ,  c e r t a i n l y .  

Q. Yes. NOW, another  b i t  of t r a i n i n g  t h a t  you went 
through, which was i n i t i a l l y  f o r  2 weeks and was l a t e r  ex-
tended t o  3 weeks, was t h e  Recondo t r a i n i n g  down a t  Nha Trang . 
How'd you l i k e  t h a t  t r a i n i n g  and t h e  e s p r i t  that you ran  i n t o  
i n  t h a t  group? 

Pardon me? 

9. How d i d  you apprec ia te  t h e  e s p r i t  t h a t  you ran  
i n t o  with t h e  5 t h  S p e c i a l  Forces Group, t h e  t r a i n i n g  s e c t i o n  
of i t  t h e r e  i n  N h a  Trang? x 

A. Honestly,  t h e  group t h a t  I went through w i t h ,  we 
d i d n ' t  g e t  t o o  much e s p r i t  from t h e  fo rces  people.  They were 
j u s t  t h e r e  doing a job, and they were s o r t  o f ,  "Bull  s h i t .  
Okay, you guys, g e t  up and do pushups. I t ' s  4 o 'c lock a l -
ready. How come y o u ' r e  no t  ou t  of  t h e  t e n t ? "  They were j u s t  
doing a job. I d i d n ' t  s e e  t o o  much e s p r i t  rubbing o f f  from 
them. Some of the  u n i t s  had a l o t  of  e s p r i t .  The Marines, 
aga in ,  had a l o t  of e s p r i t .  The Korean s o l d i e r s  had a l o t  of 
e s p r i t .  Some of t h e  d i v i s i o n s  had a l o t ;  some d i d n ' t .  It  
j u s t  var ied  w i t h i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n ,  depending on which group of  
people t h a t  come from each d i v i s i o n .  

I0: W e  w i l l  tcake a s h o r t  r e c e s s .  

(The hea r ing  recessed  a t  1420 hours ,  29 January 
1970.) 
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(The hea r ing  reconvened a t  1425 hours ,  29 January 
1970.) 

10: The hea r ing  w i l l  come t o  order .  

RCDR: A l l  persons p r e s e n t  when t h e  hea r ing  recessed a r e  
again present .  

10: Well, I want t o  j u s t  say t h a t  I ' m  an Army o f f i c e r  
with 34 years  o f  experience.  Although I know t h a t  t h e  Army is 
made up of people,  and we have t o  be a b l e  t o  handle and t o  
manage a l l  d i f f e r e n t  k inds  of people,  it has  been my exper i -  
ence t h a t  an e f f e c t i v e  command, i r r e s p e c t i v e  of t h e  makeup of 
i t s  people,  g e t s  them t o  respond. Very f r a n k l y ,  even though 
t h i s  i s  my t a s k  t o  do t h i s  job t h a t  I ' m  doing,  I ' m  very d i s -
t r e s s e d  t o  do what I am doing because I ' v e  been very  proud of  
our  Army and what i t  s tands  f o r  and what I s t a n d  f o r  wi th in  
the  Army. I ' m  s u r e  t h a t  t h i s  is  what Colonel FRANKLIN was a l -
luding t o ,  because we do have these  extremely h igh  s tandards .  
I j u s t  c a n ' t  understand anything t h a t  d e v i a t e s  from it. So 
t h e  ques t ions  we ' re  d i scuss ing  h e r e ,  a s  f a r  a s  I ' m  concerned, 
a r e  extremely important  ques t ions .  M r .  RIDENHOUR, subsequent 
t o  your r e t u r n  t o  t h e  S t a t e s ,  and as  you have i n d i c a t e d  i n  
you test imony,  you have t a l k e d  t o  s e v e r a l  people about t h e  
b e s t  way t o  g e t  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n  brought  t o  l i g h t  s o  t h a t  you 
could make s u r e  t h a t  i t  would be i n v e s t i g a t e d  and i n v e s t i g a t e d  
properly.  You addressed some l e t t e r s  t o  va r ious  ind iv idua l s .  
I have h e r e  a copy of t h e  l e t t e r  which you addressed,  da ted  
29 March 1969. I would ask you t o  review t h a t  b r i e f l y  t o  s e e  
if t h a t ' s  t h e  l e t t e r  which you d r a f t e d .  I would l i k e  t o  have 
t h i s  l e t t e r ,  da ted  29 March 1969, e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  record  as  
an e x h i b i t .  

(The witness  d i d  a s  reques ted . )  

RCDR: This l e t t e r  w i l l  be e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  record  as  an 
e x h i b i t  and marked M-83. 

10: Can you t e l l  u s ,  M r .  RIDENHOUR, how many of these  
l e t t e r s  you s e n t  o u t ,  and, although you may n o t  remember t h e  
exac t  names t h a t  you s e n t  them t o ,  g e n e r a l l y  who you addressed 
them t o .  

A. I n  t h e  o r i g i n a l  ba tch  I had a hundred copies  made. 
I mailed 30. I s e n t  one copy t o  t h e  J o i n t  Chiefs  ; a s e p a r a t e  
Copy t o  General E a r l  WHEELER; a copy 
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t o  t h e  P res iden t ;  a copy t o  t h e  Sec re ta ry  of S t a t e ;  a copy 
t o  the  Sec re ta ry  of Defense; a copy t o  each of t h e  chapla ins  
i n  t h e  House and the  Senate.  

Q Each of t h e  what? 

A. Chaplains. 

Q Chaplains. 

A. Of t h e  House and t h e  Senate.  I s e n t  a copy, one 
each, t o  the t h r e e  Representat ives  from Arizona, and one each 
t o  t h e  two Senators  from Arizona. The remaining copies  went 
t o  Senator  Edward W. BROOK; Senator  Evere t t  M. DIRKSEN, now 
deceased; Paul  FANNIN from Arizona; FULBRIGHT; GOLDWATER from 
Arizona; Jacob JAVITTS ; Edward KENNEDY ; Russe  11 LONG; Eugene 
MCCARTHY; George MCGOVERN; Mike MANSFIELD; Edmond MUSKIE; 
Charles PERCY; W i l l i a m  PROXMIRE; Abraham RIBICOFF; Richard 
RUSSELL; S t u a r t  SIMINGTON; S h i r l e y  CHISHOLM; Speaker MCCORMACK; 
John RHODES of Arizona; Mendel RIVERS; Sam STEIGER of Arizona; 
and Morris UDALL of Arizona; and the two Chaplains names a r e  
Edward Gardiner LATCH and Edward L. R.  ELSON. 

Q- What w a s  t h e  f i r s t  r e a c t i o n  t h a t  you received 
from these  l e t t e r s ?  

A. The f i r s t  r e a c t i o n  I received was a te lephone 
c a l l  from Roger LEWIS, who i s  the  admin i s t r a t ive  a s s i s t a n t  of 
M r ,  UDALL, Morris UDALL ' s  o f f i c e ,  from Arizona, I b e l i e v e  
the le t te rs  went out  on a Wednesday, and the  c a l l  came 
Friday about noon, 1 o 'c lock  Phoenix t i m e .  

Q- Y e s .  Subsequent t o  t h a t  t i m e ,  when w e r e  you 
contacted by t h e  m i l i t a r y ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  my f i r s t  con tac t  with t h e  m i l i t a r y  was 
a l e t t e r  da ted ,  I thS:nk, 1 2  A p r i l ,  from Colonel John G .  HILL. 
I received it on the 16th  of Apr i l .  

Q- Before I go ahead, do you have any ques t ions  any-
body? A s  you know, M r .  RIDENHOUR, I th ink  you can ga the r  
from what we've t a l k e d  about he re ,  w e ' r e  going i n t o  every 
s i n g l e  a spec t  of t h i s  t h i n g  t r y i n g  not  t o  leave a s tone  un-
turned f o r  very obvious reasons.  And amongst o t h e r  t h i n g s ,  
of a r e c e n t  d a t e  we've obta ined  a copy of a more r e c e n t  l e t t e r  
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which you have addressed. This  is da ted  19 January 1970, and 
t h i s  copy happens t o  be addressed t o  t h e  Honorable Eugene J, 
MCCARTHY. I would r e f e r  t h i s  t o  you and ask i f  t h i s  i s  a 
copy of t h e  l e t t e r  which you had addressed? 

A. It is. 

Q May I ask what your c e n t r a l  theme i n  w r i t i n g  t h i s  
l e t t e r  i s ?  

A. The c e n t r a l  theme? 

A. It is t h a t  Lieutenant  CALLEY is thus  Ear t h e  onlv* 
o f f i c e r  who has  been a r r e s t e d  o r  charged, and it is not  rnL7 

b e l i e f  t h a t  he is t h e  only o f f i c e r  involved.  

Q *  . Y e s ,  w e l l ,  of course ,  t h a t ' s  what it says  h e r e .  
You've been aware of t h e  f a c t  t h a t  we  a r e  i n  t h e  conduct of 
t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  We have n o t ,  c e r t a i n l y ,  publ ished our  
f indings  o r  even turned our  f ind ings  i n  t o  t h e  Secre tary  of  
t h e  Army o r  t o  t h e  Chief of  S t a f f .  But I can s a y  t h a t  w e  a r e  
going t o  make s u r e  t h a t  every aspec t  of t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  i n -
c i d e n t ,  t h e  r e p o r t i n g  of t h e  i n c i d e n t ,  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of  
the  i n c i d e n t ,  and a l l  aspec ts  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  any poss ib le  
cover up a r e  going t o  be checked i n t o .  Now, I don' t know 
what response you ' r e  going t o  g e t  from M r .  MCCARTHY, b u t  I 
think it is w e l l  f o r  you t o  know t h e  e x t e n t  t o  which we're  
going and, I would t h i n k ,  t h e  e x p e r t i s e  t h a t  we  have on t h i s  
group t h a t  i s  i n v e s t i g a t i n g .  A t  no t ime do we want it f e l t  
by t h e  American p u b l i c ,  o r  o therwise ,  t h a t  i n  t h e  conduct of  
this i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t h a t  we ' r e  n o t  going t o  have 100 pe rcen t  
o b j e c t i v i t y  as f a r  a s  t h e  United S t a t e s  Army is concerned and 
a s  f a r  as  t h e  American people and our  government is  concerned. 
I ' d  l i k e  t o  have t h i s  l e t t e r  of 19 January 1970 e n t e r e d  i n t o  
the  record as  an e x h i b i t .  

RCDR: This  w i l l  be en te red  i n t o  t h e  record  a s  an e x h i b i t  
and marked M-84. 

10: MR. MACCRATE? 

MR MACCRATE: M r .  RIDENHOUR, d i d  you send a copy of M-84 t o  
t h e  Sec re ta ry  o f  Defense? 
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A. No, I d i d  no t .  

Q- I t  was repor ted  t h a t  none had come i n .  We were 
n o t  s u r e  whether it had been l o s t  o r  was delayed i n  de l ive ry  
t o  us. 

A. No, I had not .  The t h i n g  t h a t  prompted t h i s  
l e t t e r  i s  obviously the  apparent  lack  of emphasis, o r  any 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  on the  people o t h e r  than these  e n l i s t e d  men. 
I t  w a s  a t  t h a t  time and is  a t  t h i s  time my f e e l i n g  t h a t  the  
i n c i d e n t  would have never  happened had no t  somebody given an 
o rde r  f o r  it t o  happen o r  o rde r  t h a t  they f u l l y  r e a l i z e d  
would be i n t e r p r e t e d  i n  such a manner. I made some c a l l s  
before I wrote t h e  l e t t e r ,  a t tempt ing  t o  f i n d  ou t  j u s t  what 
t h e  d r i f t  of t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  w a s .  Obviously, your hearings 
a r e  behind closed doors ,  as  they should be. Never the less ,  I 
cou ldn ' t  f i n d  out  anything a s  t o  whether o r  n o t  the  o f f i c e r s  
were being thoroughly i n v e s t i g a t e d .  I d i d n ' t  f e e l  and I don ' t  
f e e l ,  e s p e c i a l l y  from my vantage p o i n t  i n  t h i s  o v e r a l l  s i t u -  
a t i o n ,  t h a t  I can be t r u e  t o  myself o r  t o  everybody t h a t  I 
have involved i n  t h i s  t h i n g  by repor t ing  it unless  I i n s u r e  
myself t h a t  it has  been gone i n t o  thoroughly. I attempted 
t o  f ind  out before  t h e  l e t t e r  was w r i t t e n  i f  it was made. 
I got  no response.  I go t  no response a t  a l l .  

Q - May I ask who you were i n  con tac t  with? 

A, I spoke t o  Colonel W I L S O N .  He t o l d  me, a s  he 
obviously had t o ,  t h a t  he could no t  make any s ta tement .  He 
cou ldn ' t  g ive  me any information,  but  t h a t  you were i n v e s t i -
ga t ing  t h e  o r i g i n a l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and the  subsequent lack  of 
r e s u l t s  of t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ;  and t h a t  the  r e s t  of it was 
being handled by, n o t  by your o f f i c e ,  b u t  by the  c r imina l  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  d i v i s i o n .  I took t h a t  information and went 
t o  Congressman UDALL. H i s  admin i s t r a t ive  a s s i s t a n t  informed 
me t h a t  they were n o t  a b l e  t o  g e t  any information from the 
Department of t h e  Army. He suggested t h a t  I w r i t e  a l e t t e r  
t h a t  l i s t e d  what I thought were weak po in t s  o r  p o i n t s  t h a t  
should be brought up, t h a t  should be covered, t h a t  should be 
gone i n t o  and send it t o  them, and t h a t  they would subsequently 
t ake  ac t ion .  I d id ,  and I a l s o  s e n t  the  l e t t e r  t o  o t h e r s .  

Q How many of these  d i d  you send out?  
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A. I s e n t  ou t  n ine ,  a l t o g e t h e r .  

Q- Nine, Mostly t o  Congressmen and Senators? 

A.  That I s  r i g h t .  

Q. I'm s u r e  t h a t  you recognize t h a t  we a r e  no t  going 
i n t o  the  c r imina l  a spec t s .  

Q - As it was put  o u t  by t h e  p r e s s ,  t h i s  p a r t  i s  being 
handled by t h e  o f f i c e  of t h e  Provost Marshall  General ,  through 
the  Criminal I n v e s t i g a t i o n  Divis ion.  I ' m  su re  you know t h a t  
one of the  problems t h a t  we 're  faced wi th  is t h e  f a c t  we ' re  
t a l k i n g  about something t h a t  took p lace  2 yea r s  ago, roughly, 
22 months, I f  we would have had the  people on the  scene a t  
t h e  t ime, wheels could t u r n  r a t h e r  r ap id ly .  But when you ' r e  
t r y i n g  t o  r e f r e s h  memories on t h e  one hand and where you have 
people spread throughout t h e  world on t h e  o t h e r ,  the  wheels 
don' t t u r n  q u i t e  s o  f a s t .  That 's one of t h e  problems t h a t  
we have encountered, and i t ' s  one of the  problems t h a t  I ' m  
su re  t h e  C I D  is  encountering before  they can a c t u a l l y  complete 
any i n v e s t i g a t i o n  which they have concerning any i n d i v i d u a l s ,  
u n t i l  such time as they can g e t  enough information t o  d e f i -  
n i t e l y  know t h a t  they have a j u s t i f i a b l e  case.  That,  I th ink ,  
exp la ins  t h e  slowness of the  process .  But from my p o i n t  of 
view, and I ' m  speaking only f o r  myself, t h e s e  lawyers here and 
people from t h e  General Counsel 's  o f f i c e  know more about t h i s  
than I do a s  f a r  a s  how long t h a t  it takes  j u s t i c e  and s o  
f o r t h ,  bu t  I t h i n k  when t h i s  t h i n g  is  completed t h e r e ' l l  be 
abso lu te  j u s t i c e  with r e s p e c t  t o  the  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  our Army, 
and our  Country, I want t o  t a l k  about one p o i n t  f o r  j u s t  a 
minute because I a m  a l i t t l e  concerned about t h i s .  I ' d  l i k e  
t o  g e t  back and t a l k  about the  l l t h  Brigade. From what you've 
i n d i c a t e d  here ,  as I would i n t e r p r e t  what you ' r e  saying,  when 
it came over ,  t h e  l l t h  Brigade seemed t o  me t o  be a  p r e t t y  
rough tough o u t f i t .  They were ready t o  go t a c t i c a l l y .  And 
they 'd  t ake  and c l e a r  ou t  anything i n  f r o n t  of them t o  achieve 
t h e i r  mission, This i s  the  s o r t  of a p i c t u r e  I g e t .  Is t h i s  
t h e  kind of o u t f i t  we have here ,  o r  d i d  we have a degree of 
s o p h i s t i c a t i o n  i n  this o u t f i t ?  

A. I can't honest ly  say. I know t h a t  they were 
rushing men i n t o  the  u n i t  up t o  the  l a s t  day t o  
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g e t  it up t o  s t r e n g t h .  I ' m  obviously n o t  a m i l i t a r y  exper t ,  
but  it seemed t o  me t h a t  it would be d i f f i c u l t  t o  have t h a t  
type of br igade t h a t  you have descr ibed ,  t o  b u i l d  t h a t  type 
of br igade,  i n  t h e  manner t h a t  they were h u s t l i n g  the  11th  
Brigade together .  I know t h a t  my u n i t ,  j u s t  p r i o r  t o  being 
disbanded, w a s  a t  n o t  q u i t e ,  I th ink ,  50 pe rcen t  s t r e n g t h .  
And q u i t e  f r ank ly ,  we had good people;  we had good people. 
We weren ' t  ready,  though, t o  go t o  Vietham and t o  go ou t  on 
long range p a t r o l  missions.  We weren ' t  prepared. 

Q You mean your t r a i n i n g  hadn ' t  been completed o r  
your o rgan iza t ion  hadn 't been completed? 

A. Well, both t r a i n i n g  and organiza t ion .  

Q - O J T ,  huh? 

That ' s  what i t .would have been, very d e f i n i t e l y .A* 
And long range p a t r o l  i s  a p r e t t y  ha i ry  bus iness  when you go 
on O J T .  I t ' s  a p r e t t y  h a i r y  business  anyway. 

MR WEST: M r .  RIDENHOUR, t h e r e  's a few th ings  I want t o  g e t  
i n t o  o r  t o  dispose o f .  F i r s t ,  we have t a l k e d  t o  the  majori ty  
of the  men i n  Char l i e  Company who went o u t  on t h a t  ope ra t ion  
on the  16th  of March, t h e  one everybody c a l l s  My Lai  ( 4 ) ,  and 
with one o r  two p o s s i b l e  except ions ,  I ' v e  t a l k e d  t o  everyone. 
I th ink  I asked everyone the  ques t ion ,  "Why was t h i s  no t  re-
ported?" I got  a v a r i e t y  of answers. I go t  the  f e e l i n g  from 
some of the  men t h a t  they were men se rv ing  t h e i r  ob l iga ted  
tours .  They were n o t  p r o f e s s i o n a l  s o l d i e r s .  I got  the  f e e l -
ing  t h a t  some of them had never r e a l l y  " jo ined  t h e  Army" i n  a 
sense.  They were t h e r e .  They were p u t t i n g  i n  t h e i r  t ime; 
they were counting the  days. They had n o t  joined the  Army i n  
s p i r i t ,  A s  f o r  r e p o r t i n g  the  t h i n g ,  they had t o  l i v e  with 
the  guys t h e  r e s t  of the  t ime. They were n o t  about t o  s t a r t  
anything. Is t h i s  a v a l i d  conclusion I ' v e  drawn, would you 
th ink?  

A. Yes, I would th ink  t h a t ,  p lus ,  from all appearances,  
very,  very many of them are themselves impl ica ted .  Those two 
f a c t o r s  combined, I th ink ,  a r e  a very s t rong  case a s  t o  why the  
mer, themselves d i d n ' t  r e p o r t ,  

Q That i s  t r u e ,  although we've t a l k e d  t o  some who 
r e a l l y ,  I 'm s a t i s f i e d  d i d  no t  p a r t i c i p a t e .  I t h i n k  you know 
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t h a t  t h i s  w a s  n o t  known back i n  t h i s  country a t  a l l .  

A. No, I d o n ' t  be l i eve  it w a s .  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  it 
ever  go t  o u t  of divisiol . .  Not through channels,  I mean; it 
may have g o t t e n  o u t  of d i v i s i o n  via people who had been t h e r e  
and who r o t a t e d .  

Q But as f a r  as  t h e  word reaching any respons ib le  
o f f i c i a l ,  i n  my o t h e r  d u t i e s ,  before  t h i s  panel  w a s  ever  s e t  
up, the  f i r s t  word we ever  had of it was--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  Well, I ' m  s a t i s f i e d  t h a t  t h a t ' s  
t rue .  I d o n ' t  be l i eve  it got  through d i v i s i o n .  

Q- Your l e t t e r  came through. The I G  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
s t a r t e d ;  then  it moved forward. I n  regard  t o  t h e  men who 
could poss ib ly  have been impl ica ted ,  it 's r a t h e r  remarkable 
of the  people wi th  whom you t a lked :  TERRY, PEDRICK, GKUVER, 
DOHERTY, LACROIX , TORRES, GARFOLO , and BERNHARDT . We 've 
t a l k e d  t o  BERNHARDT and Sergeant LACROIX. Both of them a r e  
s t i l l  i n  t h e  s e r v i c e .  TERRY, PEDRICK, DOHERTY, and TORRES 
have re fused  t o  appear,  and I t h i n k  they a l l  have counsel.  
On advice of counsel,  GARFOLO d o e s n ' t  want t o  come i n .  We 
haven ' t  pressed  him. We're no t  s u r e  that he has anything 
new t o  con t r ibu te .  We're s t i l l  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  GRWER t o  come 
i n ,  They have a new address f o r  him. 

A. How much do you know about  GRUVER? 

Q. Well, I d o n ' t  t h ink  i t ' s  appropr ia t e  t o  say: 

A.  I mean p r i o r  t o  m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e .  You know t h a t  
he knows h i s  way around. , 

Q. Yes. We have h i s  records .  

MR MACCRATE: Colonel WILSON d i d  speak wi th  him l a s t  May. He 
found him a t  t h a t  time. 

MR WEST: I wish we could t a l k  t o  TERRY. I suspect  t h a t  the  
circumstances a r e  such that--he never t a l k e d  t o  us. Are you 
s t i l l  i n  touch wi th  him? 

A, I ' m  n o t ,  bu t  I could be.  
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10: Where does TERRY l i v e ?  

A .  H e  l i v e s  on Orem, Utah, which i s ,  I b e l i e v e ,  a 
suburb of  S a l t  Lake C i t y .  H e  a t t e n d s  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  of 
Brigham Young, Brigham Young Un ive r s i t y .  

Q. What w a s  t h e  name o f  t h e  town he l i v e s  i n ?  

A. Orem. 

Q Orem? 

A. O-r-e-m,  I b e l i e v e  i t ' s .  s p e l l e d .  

Q And he goes t o  Provo. 

MR WEST: W e  have been i n  touch wi th  him, b u t  on adv i se  of  
counse l ,  h e ' s  r e f u s e d  t o  come i n .  We have t a l k e d  t o  some w i t -
nesses  on t h e  b a s i s  t h a t  t hey  can r e f u s e  t o  answer any 
ques t ions  t hey  want t o .  I t ' s  q u i t e  unders tood t h a t  we w i l l  
avoid  any s u b j e c t  which i m p l i c a t e s  them. These people ,  as 
you can unders tand ,  do have in format ion  which would be he lp-
f u l  t o  us i n  many p a r t i c u l a r  i s s u e s .  I mentioned t h i s  i n  
case  you might be  t a l k i n g  t o  TERRY. I won ' t  ask you t o  t r y  
t o  persuade him, b u t  I d i d  want you t o  know t h a t  we'd l i k e  t o  
t a l k  t o  him on h i s  t e r m s .  Probably,  h e  knows t h i n g s  t h a t  
would h e l p  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and which we r e g a r d  as q u i t e  
impor tan t ,  w i t h o u t  i n c r i m i n a t i n g  him. Another s u b j e c t :  my 
immediate b o s s ,  M r .  JORDAN, Robert  JORDAN, t h e  General  Counsel 
of t h e  Army, would l i k e  t o  t a l k  t o  you a f t e r  t h i s  s e s s i o n  i s  
completed. General  PEERS has  g iven  you c e r t a i n  i n fo rma t ion  
about what h e  ' s  doing h e r e .  M r .  JORDAN is aware o f  o t h e r  ac-
t i v i t i e s  of t h e  Army concerning t h e  s o - c a l l e d  My La i  i n c i d e n t .  
I know he  wants t o  t a l k  t o  you about them and perhaps  t h i s  
w i l l  g e t  i n t o  some o f  t h e  a r e a s  about which you s t i l l  l a c k  
in format ion .  

I0 : G e t t i n g  back t o  M r .  MACCRATE'S q u e s t i o n ,  M r .  
RIDENHOUR, about  r apes  and s o  f o r t h  which you cons idered  n o t  
completely a c c e p t a b l e ,  b u t  something t h a t  was n o t  unusual  
throughout  t h e  b r igade .  Did you eve r  h e a r  o f  anybody b e i n g  
t h r e a t e n e d  i f  he t o l d  anyth ing  o r  d i d  anyth ing?  

A. Reported a r a p e ,  s p e c i f i c a l l y ?  
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Q- Y e s .  

A. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  any th ing .  I f  I w a s  t o l d  something 
of t h a t  s o r t ,  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l .  I t  appears  t o  me t h a t  t h a t  
would be  more o r  l e s s  unders tood among any o b s e r v e r s ,  espec-
i a l l y  i n  a combat s i t u a t i o n  l i k e  t h a t .  I f  a man w i l l  commit 
r ape ,  he can g e t  i n t o  s e r i o u s  t r o u b l e  o v e r  it: 

Q- I n  o t h e r  words, somebody might t r y  t o  i n t e r f e r e  
w i th  it, from reach ing  i t s  cu lmina t ion ,  b e i n g  t h r e a t e n e d  w i t h  
h i s  l i f e ,  t h a t  a t t i t u d e ?  

A. No, I d i d n ' t  h e a r  of  any th ing  l i k e  t h a t .  No, I 
hones t ly  d i d n ' t .  BERNHARDT spoke of r a p e s  and t h a t  they  w e r e  
a l l  t o o  common. 

Q- What? 

A .  A l l  t o o  common. 

Q- Y e s .  

A. TERRY touched on it l i g h t l y ,  

Q. TERRY would probably have found it, i n  your des-  
c r i p t i o n ,  complete ly  r e p u l s i v e .  

A. Oh, very d e f i n i t e l y ,  very d e f i n i t e l y .  And, l i k e  
I say ,  GRUVER a lmost  boas t ed  about  it, 

Q. Y e s .  

A. I c a n ' t  h o n e s t l y  say  what DOHERTY s a i d  about  i t .  
I t  seems t o  me t h a t  DOHERTY w a s  r e a l l y  bo the red  by t h e  t h i n g .  

, 	 DOHERTY l i v e d  w i t h  t h i s  t h i n g  day and n i g h t  a lmost .  He l i v e d  
wi th  t h i s  t h i n g  hanging over  h i s  head day and n i g h t .  The guy 
was j u s t  i n  misery;  he  r e a l l y  w a s .  I d o n ' t  know how much of 
a r o l e  he  p l ayed  i n  it e x a c t l y ,  o t h e r  t h a n  what TERRY s a i d  
and t h a t  b u s i n e s s  w i t h  s h o o t i n g  t h e  wounded. 

Q. W e l l ,  i t ' s  extremely r e g r e t t a b l e ,  I t h i n k ,  t h a t  
DOHERTY, under t h o s e  c i rcumstances ,  had n o t  t aken  any a c t i o n ,  
which you have s i n c e  l e a r n e d  through t h e  p r e s s  which was t aken  
by Warrant O f f i c e r  THOMPSON. Although he had no hand i n  it 
excep t  t h a t  of an o b s e r v e r ,  h e  went through t h e  pa ins  of  dea th  
i n  t h i s  one. 
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A .  Who? The war ran t  o f f i c e r ?  

Q Y e s .  And I ' l l  t e l l  you, i f  anybody i n  t h i s  whole 
t h i n g  comes through a s  a k n i g h t  i n  s h i n i n g  armor, i t ' s  t h i s  
war ran t  o f f i c e r ,  above anybody e l s e ,  somebody t h a t  had a con-
s c i e n c e ,  and d i d  something. 

COL FRANKLIN: General  PEERS asked you about why you d i d  
t h i s ,  and I t h i n k  probably you have been asked t h i s  by a l o t  
of people .  Everybody has  d r i v i n g  f o r c e s . t h a t  f r e q u e n t l y  
h inges  t o  o t h e r  t h a n  p e r s o n a l  b e l i e f s .  I t  h inges  t o  a 
r e l i g i o n  o r  a b e l i e f  i n  t h e  Army i n  ou r  c a s e ,  o r  b e l i e f  i n  
country .  I t ' s  probably ha rd  f o r  you, maybe i t ' s  l i k e  your  
views on t h e  Army, b u t  aga in  i f  you 'd  j u s t  t a l k  a l i t t l e  
more on why y o u ' r e  doing t h i s .  I t ' s  p r e t t y  f r ank  q u e s t i o n ,  
I would t h i n k .  

A. When I was i n  Vietnam, I looked around m e  a f t e r  
awhile and I somehow g o t  t h e  f e e l i n g  as  i f  I had been t h e  
v i c t i m  of a tremendous f r a u d .  A l l  t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  w e ' r e  
r a i s e d  w i t h ,  a l l  t h e  Boy Scout  v i r t u e s  t h a t  every  American 
k i d  i s  r a i s e d  w i t h ,  a s  i f  I was one of  t h e  very  few, and a t  
t imes it looked l i k e  t h e  on ly  one,  who eve r  b e l i e v e d  it, who 
e v e r  r e a l l y  b e l i e v e d  it. The i n a l i e n a b l e  r i g h t s  t h a t  a r e  
l i s t e d ,  ou r  B i l l  o f  Rights ,  it appeared t o  m e  t h a t  i n  Vietnam 
those  t h i n g s  e x i s t e d  on ly  f o r  Americans and n o t  f o r  a l l  
people.  We were n o t  i n  Vietnam, a t  l e a s t  from t h e  a t t i t u d e  
of t h e  s o l d i e r s ,  t o  main ta in  t h e  r i g h t  of t h e  Vietnamese t o  
determine t h e i r  own f u t u r e .  We were t h e r e  t o  f i g h t  a w a r ,  
and t h e  Vietnamese could have t h e  country  back when w e  l e f t ,  
i f  t h e r e  w e r e  any l e f t ,  b u t  t h a t  d i d n ' t  seem t o  be  very 
m a t e r i a l .  I t h i n k  I took t h i s  a c t i o n  because I b e l i e v e  i n  
t h i s  count ry .  I b e l i e v e  i n  eve ry th ing  t h a t  it s t a n d s  f o r ,  
t h a t  it s t a n d s  f o r  t o  me; and t h i s  i s  n o t ,  i n  any way, con-
s i s t e n t  w i th  t h i s .  

Q The sending  o u t  of  30 l e t t e r s ,  t h o s e  names you 
r ead  a r e  some of  t h e  most p r e s t i g i o u s  names i n  o u r  country .  
So why do you go t o  s o  many of  them a t  one t ime? 

A. Wel l ,  perhaps  because I was a l i t t l e  b i t  c y n i c a l  
about o u r  system. From iookil ly ai L h e  r e s u l t s  of how many of 
them deny e v e r  hav ing  r ece ived  a copy of t h a t  l e t t e r ,  t h e r e  
i s  a d e f i n i t e  amount of  ev idence  t h a t  perhaps  t h a t  cynicism 
of mine was w e l l  founded, t h a t  t h e s e  people  a r e  n o t  t h e  
k n i g h t s  i n  s h i n i n g  armor t h a t  t hey  p re t end  t o  be .  
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Q 9 May I ask you what you p lan  on doing when you g e t
through with your educat ion,  M r .  RIDENHOUR? What a r e  you get-
ting i n t o ?  

A. Right now my major is  p o l i t i c a l  s c i e n c e ,  and before  
t h i s  a l l  came up, I had in tended t o  g e t  a B .A. i n  p o l i t i c a l  
sc ience  and g e t  a PhD i n  l i t e r a t u r e  and teach  i n  co l l ege .  

.Q That was before  a l l  t h i s  came up. Did you change
that now? 

A. Well, no. I guess you can apprec ia te  some of t h e  
problems t h a t  t h i s  has caused my l i f e .  I j u s t  d o n ' t  know a t  
t h i s  p o i n t  what t h e  f u t u r e  holds ,  o t h e r  than  t h e  immediate 
f u t u r e ,  and t h a t  i s  t h a t  I am going t o  complete my education. 
Beyond t h a t ,  I c a n ' t  s a y .  I d o n ' t  know. 

Q - You say problems. What do you mean problems? 

A. Well, f o r  e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  f i r s t  month, having a 
newsman o f  some type ,  TV,  r a d i o ,  newspapers, magazines, stand-
ing  o u t s i d e  your door. I f  you d o n ' t  lock your damned door,  
i n s i d e  your door. You know from t h e  moment you wake up till 
t h e  moment you go t o  bed. I t  causes problems. You d o n ' t  g e t  
much s tudying  done. And a tremendous i n f l u x  of mail And 
j u s t  d i s tu rbances  i n  my r o u t i n e .  My everyday l i f e  i s  d is -
rupted.  Now i t ' s  g e t t i n g  back t o  normal. 

Q. I assume you d i s l i k e  t h e  p u b l i c i t y  and t h e  notor-
i e t y ,  i f  you w i l l .  Now, t h i s  l a s t  l e t t e r  you wrote--say t h a t  
became an i tem i n  t h e  newspaper--it would almost renew a l l  of 
t h i s  same bus iness ,  would it not?  

A. Well, I ' v e  attempted t o  k e e p - i t  ou t  of t h e  news-
papers.  If it g e t s  i n  t h e  newspaper, I c e r t a i n l y  d o n ' t  want 
it t o .  I f  it g e t s  i n  t h e  newspaper, I would hope t h a t  t h e  
newspaper would a s s o c i a t e  it with t h e i r  own observat ions ,  be-
cause I d o n ' t  want t h i s  p u b l i c i t y .  I c e r t a i n l y  d o n ' t  need it, 
because t h e  r e a c t i o n  of a g r e a t  d e a l  of t h e  American pub l i c  
has been b lack  o r  white .  I ' m  on one s i d e  o r  t h e  o t h e r .  I ' m  
not  a l e g i t i m a t e  v i l l a i n ,  and n e i t h e r  a m  I a l e g i t i m a t e  hero.  

MR WEST: Do you g e t  a l o t  of h a t e  mail?  
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A. I g e t  some r e a l l y  n a s t y  s t u f f +  Boy, I g e t  some 
r e a l l y  n a s t y  s t u f f .  And I g e t  some r e a l l y  good s t u f f ,  too. 
I g e t  s t u f f  t h a t ' s  r e a l l y  b e a u t i f u l  from people .  So you 
have t o  weigh it. 

I0: Anybody else have any q u e s t i o n s ?  

MR MACCRATE: Have you any l e a d s  t o  g i v e  t o  us t h a t  you 
h a v e n ' t  a l r eady  fu rn i shed?  Is t h e r e  anyth ing  e l s e ?  W e  have 
your l e t t e r s ,  o f  course .  We have what you 've  t o l d  us today.  
I t h i n k  you can s e e  what w e ' r e  t r y i n g  t o  do,  and i f  t h e r e ' s  
any l i n e  of i n q u i r y  t h a t  you, who have thought  s o  much about  
t h i s ,  and have g o t t e n  some r e a l l y  o r i g i n a l  i n s i g h t s  i n t o  it 
and passed a long ,  any more t h a t  you can d i r e c t  us t o ,  we 
would l i k e  t o  hea r .  

A. I n  r e f e r e n c e  t o  Se rgean t  ALAPAI and h i s  company, 
t h e r e ' s  a  k i d  whose name i s  HUTCHINSON, and I d o n ' t  know h i s  
f i r s t  name. H i s  name i s  HUTCHINSON. He was l a t e r  t r a n s -  
f e r r e d  t o  l l t h  Brigade Av ia t ion ,  Primo. This  was a f t e r  I 
l e f t ,  b u t  when I was r e a s s i g n e d  t o  DUC Pho t o  o p e r a t i o n a l  
c o n t r o l  of t h e  l l t h  Br igade ,  I s p e n t  a  l o t  of  t i m e  a t  Primo, 
and I g o t  t o  know t h i s  guy, n o t  r e a l l y  w e l l ,  b u t  w e l l  enough 
t o  know t h a t  he was i n  t h e  same company a s  ALAPAI and t h a t  
he knew ALAPAI. So--

MR WEST: ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Do you remember h i s  grade? 

A. H e  was a s p e c  4 ,  I b e l i e v e ,  spec  4 o r  PFC. 

MR MACCRATE: There a r e  many ways t o  s p e l l  HUTCHINSON. 

A. H-U-T-C-H-aI-N-S-O-N, a s  I r e c a l l .  

Q. Thank you. 

I0 : He was a s s igned  t o  t h e  a v i a t i o n  u n i t ,  though? 

A. T h a t ' s  r i g h t ,  ( i n a u d i b l e )  . A t  l e a s t  t h e  l a s t  
3 months. 

Q. That  was t h e  b r i g a d e  a v i a t i o n ?  

A.  Yes, I b e l i e v e  it has  now merged w i t h  t h e  174th.  
I t  no l o n g e r  e x i s t s .  
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MR WEST: A s  I unders tand you,  h e  w a s  formerly  i n  e i t h e r  
Alpha o r  Bravo 3/1? 

A. T h a t ' s  r i g h t ,  whichever one ALAPAI w a s  i n .  

Q. Then h e  went t o  Primo? 

A. T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  Check. H e  was t h e r e  t h e  l a s t  3 o r  
4 months t h a t  I was i n  count ry .  Did I say  t h a t  HUXFORD w a s  
t h e  o t h e r  doorgunner when w e  w i tnes sed  t h e  murder? I d o n ' t  
b e l i e v e  he was. I f  I s a i d  t h a t ,  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  he was. 

MR MACCRATE: No, you s a i d  h e  w a s  doorgunner f o r  General  
LIPSCOMB. 

A. Oh, okay. I t h i n k  HUX was i n  t h e  o t h e r  s h i p ,  b u t  
I ' m  s u r e  t h a t  h e  w a s n ' t  my doorgunner.  

10: W e l l ,  I ' m  g l a d  you brought  t h a t  up. I had ano the r  
q u e s t i o n  I wanted t o  ask you. 

A. A l l  r i g h t .  

Q. That  s l i p p e d  my mind. How d i d  t h e s e  a i r c r a f t ,  
when you went o u t  on a miss ion  l i k e  t h a t ,  how d i d  you o p e r a t e ?  
You e v i d e n t l y  d i d n ' t  have any guns t o  p r o t e c t  you. 

A. Y e s ,  w e  d i d .  

Q. I mean gunships .  

A. No, t h e  23 ' s  were armed, t h e  p i l o t  i n  t h e  middle 
and a passenger  on each s i d e ;  w e l l ,  o u r  passengers  were gun-
n e r s .  They had a M-60 machinegun, and w e  had "mickey-moused" 
an ammo box up. 

Q. Did you f l y  j u s t  one s h i p  a t  a t ime? 

A. No, w e  f lew i n  p a i r s .  One f lew l e a d ,  and one f lew 
wing. And we s o r t  of  contoured very  low. 

Q. Did you have any heavy gunships  up w i t h  you t o  
provide f l y  h igh  and heavy p r o t e c t i o n ?  
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A .  No. I know t h a t  t h e  123d ope ra t ed  some miss ions  
l i k e  t h a t ,  b u t  w e  d i d n ' t .  W e  j u s t  used t h e  two 2 3 ' s .  

Q* . W e l l ,  t h a t ' s  r e a l  h e l p f u l .  I would l i k e  t o  s ay  
t h a t  w e ' r e  ve ry  a p p r e c i a t i v e  of  your  coming i n .  I had n o t  
in tended  t o  t a l k  t h i s  long  wi th  you because w e  had known much 
of it b e f o r e ,  w i t h  t h e  excep t ion  of  t h e  p a r t  which you i n t r o -  
duced concerning l o c a t i n g  t h e  woman l y i n g  a l o n g s i d e  t h e  road 
and t h e  subsequent  a c t i v i t y  up n o r t h  of t h e  D i e m  Diem River  
and t h e  o t h e r  a c t i v i t y  back g e n e r a l l y  t o  t h e  n o r t h  of H i l l  85. 
M r .  MACCRATE i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  i f  t h e r e ' s  any a d d i t i o n a l  l e a d s ,  
w e  would l i k e  t o  have them. I would l i k e  t o  ask you, w i t h  
r e s p e c t  t o  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  p e r i o d ,  t h a t  day when you made t h e  
f l i g h t  up t h e r e ,  I ' m  s u r e  t h a t  y o u ' l l  be do ing  some t h i n k i n g .  
I f  you t h i n k  of  any a d d i t i o n a l  p o i n t s  t h a t  come up, i nd iv id -
u a l s  o r  s i t u a t i o n s ,  c i rcumstances ,  and s o  on,  we'd l i k e  very  
much t o  know about  them. I n  such e v e n t ,  it wou ldn ' t  be neces-
s a r y  f o r  you t o  have t o  make a t r i p  h e r e .  W e  can g e t  somebody 
t h a t  can v i s i t  you t o  g e t  t h e  i n fo rma t ion ,  I t  would simply be 
a  m a t t e r  of  g e t t i n g  i n  touch w i t h  Major LYNN o r  t h i s  o f f i c e .  
H e ' l l  g i v e  you t h e  e s s e n t i a l  d a t a  f o r  c o n t a c t i n g  us s o  t h a t  w e  
can t a k e  advantage of  t h i s .  I n  t h e  same s e n s e ,  i f  you do have 
o r  can t h i n k  o f  any documents which might be  o f  va lue  t o  us ,  
maps, i f  you know o f  any photos ,  f o r  example, of  somebody 
t a k i n g  photos on t h a t  t r i p  you were on,  o r  any th ing  of t h i s  
n a t u r e  t h a t  comes t o  mind, we 'd  a p p r e c i a t e  be ing  n o t i f i e d  
about t h o s e ,  s o  t h a t  we can make arrangements t o  p ick  them up. 
I n  which e v e n t  t h a t  you have them, w e  can have them d u p l i c a t e d  
and r e t u r n e d  t o  you i n  a  very s h o r t  o rder . .  Before  I conclude 
h e r e ,  do you have any q u e s t i o n s ?  Anybody else have anyth ing  
t h e y ' d  l i k e  t o  address  t o  him? I ' l l  g i v e  you t h i s  opportun- 
i t y ,  M r .  RIDENHOUR, t o  ask any q u e s t i o n s  you 'd  l i k e  of t h i s  
group o r ,  i f  you 'd  l i k e ,  t o  e n t e r  a s t a t e m e n t  i n t o  t h e  r eco rd .  

A. No, I have no th ing .  

Q - The h e a r i n g  w i l l  r e c e s s  a t  t h i s  t i m e .  

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  1507 h o u r s ,  29 January  
1970.) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS : ROBERTS, J ay  A. 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 17 December 1969 

TESTIMONY TAKEN AT: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL : None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: Combat Correspondent 
w i th  t h e  3 1 s t  P u b l i c  In format ion  Detachment of t h e  11 th  
Brigade.  

1. PRIOR TRAINING I N  THE RULES OF LAND WARFARE. 

ROBERTS had t r a i n i n g  i n  t h e  r u l e s  of l a n d  war fa re  and 
Geneva Conventions i n  b a s i c  t r a i n i n g  (pg.  g o ) ,  and t h e r e  
w a s  no q u e s t i o n  i n  h i s  mind t h a t  t h e  k i l l i n g  o f  women, 
c h i l d r e n ,  b a b i e s ,  and PW's v i o l a t e d  t h e s e  r u l e s  (pg.  9 0 ) .  
While i n  Hawaii p r i o r  t o  going t o  Vietnam, he  a t t ended  
s e v e r a l  l e c t u r e s  which exp la ined  t h a t  ou r  o b j e c t i v e  i n  
Vietnam w a s  t o  make f r i e n d s  and win t h e  h e a r t s  and minds o f  
t h e  people  (pg.  9 0 ) .  H e  w a s  informed t h a t  w e  were n o t  t h e r e  
t o  d e s t r o y  t h e  Vietnamese, b u t  t o  e l i m i n a t e  t h e  communist 
t h r e a t  (pg.  9 0 ) .  He d i d  n o t  recall  any s p e c i f i c  i n s t r u c t i o n  
on t h e  r u l e s  o f  l and  war fa re  g iven  i n  Hawaii (pg. 90 ) .  H e  
w a s  n o t  f a m i l i a r  wi th  MACV ~ i r e c t i v e20-4 and had no 
t r a i n i n g  concerning t h e  r e p o r t i n g  and i n v e s t i g a t i n g  of  w a r  
cr imes (pg.  9 1 ) .  

2. PREOPERATIONAL PLANS AND BRIEFINGS. 

The on ly  b r i e f i n g  r ece ived  by ROBERTS p r i o r  t o  going on 
t h e  o p e r a t i o n  w a s  t h a t  t h e r e  was going t o  be a l a r g e  combat 
a s s a u l t  and l a r g e  f i r e  f i g h t  (pg. 4 )  . He d i d  n o t  know of 
any of  t h e  o r d e r s  g iven  t o  t h e  men p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  t h e  
a s s a u l t  (pg.  4 ) .  On t h e  mornins of  t h e  1 6 t h ,  he spoke w i t h  
Capta in  MEDINA a t  LZ Dot t le  who p u t  no l i m i t a t i o n s  on h i s  -
a c t i v i t i e s  (pg.  35) . 
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3 .  THE ASSAULT ON MY L A I .  

a. ROBERTS' o b s e r v a t i o n s  on a r r i v a l  a t  t h e  LZ. 

S ince  ROBERTS a r r i v e d  wi th  t h e  second l i f t  (pg. 5 )  , 
t h e  a r t i l l e r y  p rep  had ceased (pg. 6)  . A s  he  approached 
t h e  a r e a  from t h e  a i r ,  he could  s e e  smoke and l o t s  of  gun-
s h i p  a c t i v i t y  below him (pg.  6 ) .  However, he  could  n o t  
remember t h e  gunships  a c t u a l l y  f i r i n g  (pg. 6 ) .  The LZ w a s  
150 meters from t h e  t r e e l i n e  on t h e  west  s i d e  o f  My La i  
(pg.  5 ) .  On l and ing ,  he heard  what sounded l i k e  M-16 
f i r e  (pg.  6 ) .  

b .  Movement w i t h  t h e  t h i r d  p l a toon .  

(1) I d e n t i f i c a t i o n  o f  squad and miss ion .  

(a) I d e n t i f i c a t i o n  of  t h e  squad. 

ROBERTS b e l i e v e d  he went w i th  Sergeant. 
WEST'S squad (pgs .  4 ,  8 6 ) .  Although he had no r e c o l l e c t ~ o n  
o f  WEST'S name from t h e  e v e n t  i t s e l f  (pg.  4 )  , he knew i t  
was WEST because o f  a p i c t u r e  t aken  by WAEBERLE showing 
ROBERTS moving wi th  a squad (pgs.  4 ,  8 6 ) .  ROBERTS w a s  i n -
formed by L ieu tenan t  DUNN t h a t  WEST had i d e n t i f i e d  himzelf  
as a person  i n  t h e  photograph when it was shown t o  him by 
t h e  people  from t h e  Chicago Tribune (pg.  8 6 ) .  

(b) The miss ion .  

The immediate o b j e c t i v e  o f  t h i s  u r . i t  
w a s  n o t  t h e  v i l l a ~ e  i t s e l f ,  b u t  r a t h e r  i t s  miss ion  was 
t o  move p a r a l l e l  t o  t h e  b o r d e r s  of  t h e  v i l l a g e  i n  o rde r  t o  
s c r e e n  t h e  people  who were moving o u t  o f  it (pg.  8 ) .  

( 2 )  ROBERTS manner o f  moving wi th  t h e  squad.-

ROBERTS had an M-16 and s t a y e d  i n  t h e  c e n t e r  
o f  t h e  l i n e  somewhat behind everyone e l s e  (pg. 16) . H e  re-
mained about  10 t o  15 meters  from t h e  man on h i s  l z f t  and 
r i g h t  (pg.  1 6 ) .  Because t h i s  w a s  h i s  f i r s t  combat assignment,  
and t h e  f i r s t  t ime he had e v e r  been i n  an area where t h e r e  
w a s  f i r e ,  he w a s  ve ry  c a r e f u l  o f  where he s t epped  s o  as 
n o t  t o  t r i g g e r  a mine (pg.  1 6 ) .  A s  he moved w i t h  t h e  squad,  
he made t h e  g e n e r a l  o b s e r v a t i o n  t h a t  t h e  ground had been t o r n  
up by gunship f i r e  (pg.  1 7 ) .  I t  was n o t  done by a r t i l l e r y  
because t h e r e  were no l a r g e  s h e l l  c r a t e r s  (pg.  1 . 7 ) .  
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(3)  Persons observed running from t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Upon a r r i v a l ,  h i s  squad moved up t h e  d ikes  
and headed i n  a s o u t h e a s t e r l y  d i r e c t i o n  toward H i l l  85 
(pg. 7) . I t  was i n  l i n e  and moving very quickly  (pg. 8)  . 

A s  t h e  squad approached Highway 521, people were observed 
running w e s t  along t h e  road away from t h e  a r e a  of t h e  v i l l a g e  
(pg. 8 ) .  The u n i t  opened f i r e  upon them a t  a d i s t a n c e  of 
75 m e t e r s  and ROBERTS saw s e v e r a l  f a l l  (pg. 8). Because of 
t h e  d i s t a n c e ,  he was unable t o  determine t h e i r  combatant 
s t a t u s  a t  t h a t  time (pg. 8 ) .  Although he d i d  n o t  go up 
t o  them, ROBERTS d i d  move c l o s e r  and saw t h r e e  of four  
mi l i ta ry-age  males dressed  i n  black (pg. 9 ) .  P a r t  of t h e  
squad chased those  who had n o t  been h i t  i n  a sou the r ly  
d i r e c t i o n  from t h e  road toward H i l l  85 (pg. 9 )  . ROBERTS 
marked t h e  p o s i t i o n  of t h i s  a c t i o n  on Exh ib i t  P-174 with 
a 11 1I1 (pg. 9 ) .  

( 4 )  The f i r i n g  of  a h e l i c o p t e r  i n t o  a hedgerow. 

ROBERTS observed what he be l i eved  t o  be e i t h e r  
an H-23 o r  a gunship pop red  smoke t o  mark t h e  p o s i t i o n  of 
some people h id ing  i n  a d i t c h  (pgs.  9 ,  1 0 ,  1 2 ) .  The 
h e l i c o p t e r  was c i r c l i n g  t h e  a r e a  it had marked a t  an a l t i t u d e  
of  about 50 f e e t  (pg. 1 2 ) .  There w a s  some f i r i n s  from t h e  
h e l i c o p t e r  (pgs.  10 ,  1 2 ) .  He d i d  no t  remember i f  t h e r e  
was any f i r i n g  on t h e  ground by t h a t  p o s i t i o n  (pg. 1 2 ) .  The 
squad checked t h e  bodies of t h e  persons i n  t h e  road and 
someone i n  t h e  hedgerow who had been k i l l e d  by e i t h e r  
t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  o r  t h e  squad and one man came back with a 
weapon which might have been a carb ine  o r  an M-1  (pgs. 1 0 ,  
1 8 ) .  ROBERTS marked t h e  l o c a t i o n  of t h i s  a c t i o n  with a 
"3" on Exh ib i t  P-174 (pgs.  1 2 ) .  

(5)  Observation of a dead woman and g i r l .  

During t h e  above a c t i o n ,  ROBERTS went across  
t h e  road,  up t o  an i r r i g a t i o n  d i t c h  and i n t o  a f i e l d  (pg. 
10) . On t h e  bank of t h e  i r r i g a t i o n  d i t c h ,  he saw a woman, 
who appeared t o  be h id ing ,  and an e i g h t  o r  n ine  year  o ld  
g i r l  who was e i t h e r  running away o r  moving about (pgs.  1 0 ,  
11). On h i s  r e t u r n t h e  no t i ced  t h a t  both were dead (pg. 1 0 )  . 
The woman could have been dead when he f i r s t  saw h e r  because 
h e r  p o s i t i o n  had n o t  changed s i n c e  then (pg. 11). However, 
t h e  g i r l  had been running around and when he re turned  she 
was dead (pg. 11). He could n o t  say f o r  c e r t a i n  t h a t  _they 
were f i r e d  upon because he had heard no f i r e  (pg. 1 0 ) .  
These were t h e  f i r s t  non-mil i tary personnel t h a t  ROBERTS 
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r e c a l l e d  s e e i n g  dead (pg.  1 0 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  come w i t h i n  
30 meters  o f  them because by t h e  t ime he  reached t h e  road 
t h e  squad regrouped and began moving back toward t h e  LZ 
(pgs .  11, 12) . ROBERTS marked t h e  l o c a t i o n  of t h i s  a c t i o n  

w i t h  a "2" on E x h i b i t  P-174 (pg.  1 0 )  . 
( 6 )  F u r t h e r  a c t i v i t i e s  of  squad. 

A f t e r  regrouping ,  t h e  squad moved back through 
an i r r i g a t i o n  d i t c h  (which ROBERTS marked wi th  t h e  f i g u r e  
"4" on E x h i b i t  P - 1 7 4 ) . i n  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  from which i t  had 
come (pg.  13)  . H e  hea rd  some f i r e  which sounded l i k e  
ca rb ine  f i r e  coming from a d i s t a n c e  t o  t h e  wes t  (pg.  1 3 ) .  
ROBERTS w a s  n o t  s u r e  whether o r  n o t  h i s  squad was under 
f i r e  (pg. 1 3 ) .  The squad n o t i c e d  a couple  o f  males a t  a 
d i s t a n c e  o f  7 5  mete rs  t o  t h e  w e s t  and opened f i r e  on them 
(pg.  1 3 ) .  Both men f e l l  b u t  no one went ove r  t o  check t h e  
bodies  (pg.  1 3 ) .  ROBERTS marked t h e  l o c a t i o n  w i t h  a "5" on 
E x h i b i t  P-174 (pg. 1 4 ) .  The squad changed d i r e c t i o n  s e v e r a l  
t imes  and a t  one p o i n t  came very  c l o s e  t o  t h e  LZ (pg.  1 4 ) .  

c. I n i t i a l  movements a t  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

(1) ROBERTS m e e t s  MEDINA. 

On s e e i n g  American s o l d i e r s  n e a r  t h e  LZ,  
ROBERTS l e f t  t h e  squad and moved t o  t h e  nor thwes t  co rne r  
o f  t h e  v i l l a g e  (pgs .  1 4 ,  15) . MEDINA was h e r e  and ROBERTS 
reques t ed  an u2-date r e p o r t  (pg. 4 6 )  . This  was about  0900 
(pgs .  46, 4 8 ) .  MEDINA s a i d  t h a t  t h e r e  had been approximately  
35 t o  4 0  VC camped i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  t h e  p rev ious  n i g h t ,  b u t  
t hey  had l e f t  about  s u n r i s e  (pg. 1 9 ) .  The body count  w a s  i n  
t h e  neighborhood o f  84 (pgs .  36, 4 8 ) .  ROBERTS thought  t h a t  
t h i s  w a s  p r e t t y  h igh  f o r  on ly  an hour  and a h a l f  (pg. 3 6 ) .  
MEDINA f u r t h e r  s t a t e d  t h a t  B Company had k i l l e d  e i g h t  
(pg.  4 6 ) ,  who ROBERTS assumed were i nc luded  i n  t h e  o v e r a l l  
body count  (pg. 1 9 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  ask  about  t h e  method by 
which t h e s e  people  had been k i l l e d  (pg.  36) . H e  d i d  n o t  
t e l l  MEDINA about t h e  dead woman t h a t  he  had seen  because 
he  cons idered  l ~ i s  job t o  be merely t h a t  o f  an obse rve r  
(pg. 3 6 ) .  MEDINA t o l d  him t h a t  t hey  had exper ienced  
minimum r e s i s t a n c e  (pg.  3 6 ) ,  and t h a t  C Company had n o t  l o s t  
anyone (pg. 51) . ROBERTS was no t  c e r t a i n  o f  who was w i t h  
MEDINA,  b u t  - an i n t e r p r e t e r ,thought  t h a t  t h e  group inc luded  
t h r e e  R T O ' s  and an o l d  man (pg.  2 0 )  . ROBERTS to'ok n o t e s  
i n  a notebook du r ing  t h i s  i n t e r v i e w  (pg.  4 8 ) .  
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(2)  ROBERTS1 g e n e r a l  movements w i t h i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Ne i the r  MEDINA no r  anyone else a t tempted  t o  
r e s t r a i n  ROBERTS o r  HAEBERLE i n  t h e i r  a c t i o n s  o r  movements 
through t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg. 67) . ROBERTS d i d  n o t  complete ly  
c i r c l e  t h e  v i l l a g e .  H i s  f u r t h e s t  movement e a s t  was about  
5 0  t o  75 meters beyond i t s  sou the rn  l i n e  (pg. 6 5 ) .  Because 
MEDINA had s a i d  t h a t  C Company had n o t  l o s t  anyone, ROBERTS 
was n o t  worr ied  about  g e t t i n g  s h o t  (pg.  51) . H e  d i d  n o t  
r e c a l l  a sk ing  MEDINA t h e  e x t e n t  t o  which t h e  v i l l a g e  had 
been secured  (pg.  51) . 

(3)  General  impress ions  on moving i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

There was some bu rn ing  i n  t h e  a r e a ,  b u t  he 
d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  e v e r y t h i n g  be ing  burned (pg.  1 9 ) .  He heard 
g u n f i r e  a s  kE e n t e r e d  t h e  v i l l a g e  b u t  d i d  n o t  remember 
t h i n k i n g  t h a t  it was h o s t i l e  (pg. 45) .. ROBERTS marked t h e  
s p o t  where he  e n t e r e d  t h e  v i l l a g e  w i t h  a "6".  

d.  Observa t ions  w i t h i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

(1) Observat ion o f  burn ing  bod ie s  i n  f r o n t  o f  a 
hootch.  

HAEBERLE r e j o i n e d  ROBERTS dur ing  t h e  
conversa t ion  w i t h  MEDINA (pg. 4 4 ) ,  and they  moved t o g e t h e r  
i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg. 2 0 ) .  O r i g i n a l l y ,  t hey  moved wi th  MEDINA 
b u t  became s e p a r a t e d  from him (pg.  2 0 ) .  The f i r s t  t h i n g  t h a t  
ROBERTS recal led;was.  coming upon a bu rn ing  hootch Jpg. 20) . 
There were some bod ie s  l y i n g  i n  f r o n t  o f  i t  and some of  
t h e  t ha t ched  roof  had e i t h e r  f a l l e n  o r  been p u l l e d  down on 
t o p  of  t h e  bod ie s  (pg. 20) . He had a v i v i d  r e c o l l e c t i o n  of  
t h i s  because he r e c a l l e d  s e e i n g  a  l e g  on a body c o n t r a c t ,  
(pg. 2 0 ) .  H e  marked t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  t h i s  a c t i o n  wi th  a 
"7" on E x h i b i t  P-174 (pg. 2 0 ) .  ~ u r i n gh i s  movements 
through t h e  v i l l a g e ,  ROBERTS n o t i c e d  a number o f  f i r e s  
set  by s o l d i e r s  u s ing  k e ~ o s e n e  (pg.  21) . 

( 2 )  ROBERTS1 o b s e r v a t i o n s  of  t h e  k i l l i n g  o f  l i v e -
s t o c k . 

ROBERTS r e c a l l e d  watching people  k i l l  cows 
(pg. 2 1 ) .  One o f  t h e  persons  who w a s  doing it complained 
t h a t  t h e  cows were ve ry  ha rd  t o  k i l l  s i n c e  bo th  s h o o t i n g  
and bayone t ing  had n o t  proven immediately s u c c e s s f u l  (pg.  2 1 ) .  
The cows d i d  n o t  have much room t o  f a l l  (pg.  2 1 ) .  ROBERTS 
marked t h e  p o s i t i o n  where t h i s  occu r red  on ~ x h i b i tP-74 
wi th  an " 8 "  (pg.  2 1 ) .  

(ROBERTS) 5 SUM APP T-23 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 




FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

( 3 )  ROBERTS observes  t h e  k i l l i n g  o f  c i v i l i a n s .  

ROBERTS saw a few s o l d i e r s  b r i n g  a group of  f i v e  
t o  seven women and c h i l d r e n  o u t  of  a hootch on to  t h e  road- 
(pgs .  21, 2 2 ) .  A s  t h e y  moved t o  t h e  road ,  o t h e r  s o l d i e r s  
jo ined (pg.  5 5 ) .  They were y e l l i n g  "VC boom boom" and o t h e r  
t h i n g s  t o  f r i g h t e n  t h e  women and c h i l d r e n  (pg.  2 2 ) .  The G I ' s  
accos ted  one of  t h e  g i r l s  and s t a r t e d  t o  t e a r  h e r  b louse  
o f f  (pg. 2 2 ) .  An o l d  l ady  whom ROBERTS assumed was t h e  g i r l ' s  
mother, t r i e d  t o  p r o t e c t  h e r  (pg.  2 2 ) .  When HAEBERLE went 
up t o  t a k e  a p i c t u r e  of  t h i s ,  t h e  G I ' s  s p o t t e d  him and t u r n e d  
t h e i r  backs t o  t h e  camera s ay ing  "Watch i t ,  he has  a camera" 
(pg.  2 2 ) .  HAEBERLE took a p i c t u r e  of  t h e  e n t i r e  group.  
There was g e n e r a l  i n d e c i s i o n  about  what t o  do wi th  t h e s e  
people  because t h e  s o l d i e r s  d i d  n o t  know t h e  l o c a t i o n  o f  a 
c o l l e c t i n g  a r e a  (pg.  5 5 ) .  Someone s a i d  " K i l l  them" (pgs .  
22, 55,  5 6 ) .  ROBERTS d i d  n o t  know whether t h i s  w a s  an  o r d e r  
o r  a sugges t ion  t h a t  happened t o  be a c c e p t a b l e  t o  t h e  group 
(pg.  5 6 ) .  He walked away because he d i d  n o t  want t o  s e e  
t h e  women and c h i l d r e n  k i l l e d  (pgs .  2 2 ,  4 0 ,  5 5 ) .  He hea rd  
some au tomat ic  f i r e ,  but d i d  n o t  know i f  it w a s  from t h e  
M-60 i n  t h e  posses s ion  o f  one of  t h e  s o l d i e r s  (pg. 2 2 ) .  
A t  a d i s t a n c e  o f  about  30 f e e t ,  he t u rned  and saw them a l l  
l y i n g  dead on t h e  ground (pgs .  2 2 ,  4 0 )  . Four o r  f i v e  
s o l d i e r s  whom ROBERTS d i d  n o t  know had p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h e  
a c t  (pg. 2 3 ) .  He d i d  n o t  observe MEDINA o r  anyone e l s e  i n  
t h e  a r e a  whom he recognized  a s  an o f f i c e r  (pg.  2 4 ) .  He d i d  
n o t  know i f  HAEBERLE took a p i c t u r e  o f  t h e  people  l y i n g  on 
t h e  ground (pg.  4 0 ) .  ROBERTS marked t h e  p o s i t i o n  where t h i s  
occur red  wi th  a "9"  on ~ x h i b i t  P-174. 

( 4 )  ROBERTS observes  a man be ing  dumped down a  w e l l .  

ROBERTS n e x t  observed a man thrown from a  
hootch and dragged by ano the r  group of G I ' s  who threw him 
down a w e l l  (pgs .  23, 5 8 ) .  HAEBERLE took a p i c t u r e  o f  t h i s  
(pg. 2 3 ) .  ROBERTS marked t h e  p l a c e  where t h i s  occur red  w i t h  
"10" on E x h i b i t  P-174 (pg. 23) . 

(5 )  Act ions  observed by ROBERTS a t  an i n t e r s e c t i o n .  

(a)  ROBERTS'observation of a group of bod ie s .  

ROBERTS and HAEBERLE came t o  t h e  edge o f  
t h e  v i l l a g e ,  and,  a t  an i n t e r s e c t i o n  sou th  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e  
(which ROBERTS marked as "11" on E x h i b i t  P-174) , he saw a 
p i l e  of bod ie s  about  50 meters  away (pg.  2 4 )  . Despi te  t h e  
d i s t a n c e ,  he  was a b l e  t o  determine t h a t  t hey  were men, women, 
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and c h i l d r e n  (pg. 2 4 ) .  They were a l l  i n  a group probably 
15 t o  20 f e e t  from t h e  road (pg.  2 4 ) .  H e  f e l t  t h a t  t h e s e .  
people were s h o t  by smal l  arms f i r e  (pg. 4 2 ) ,  because when he 
d i scussed  it wi th  HAEBERLE, they decided:  (1) t h a t  a l l  of 
t h e s e  people could n o t  have been s t and ing  on one s p o t  and 
been h i t  by a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  (pg. 4 2 )  ; and ( 2 )  t h a t  i f  they 
had been h i t  by gunship f i r e ,  they would have been s c a t t e r e d  
along t h e  road (pg. 4 2 )  . HAEBERLE went o u t  and g o t  a 
p i c t u r e  of  t h e s e  people  sometime l a t e r  (pgs.  24, 25 ) .  

(b)  ROBERTS observed t h e  young c h i l d  k i l l e d  
n e a r  t h i s  group of bodies .  

ROBERTS saw a two o r  t h r e e  yea r  o l d  
t o d d l e r  among t h e s e  bodies  (pg. 2 5 ) .  The c h i l d  seemed t o  
be sea rch ing  o r  walking around (pg. 2 5 ) .  A s o l d i e r  came up 
w i t h i n  t e n  f e e t  of ROBERTS, dropped t o  one knee,  g o t  a good 
s t eady  p o s i t i o n  wi th  h i s  M - 1 6 ,  and f i r e d  o f f  a s i n g l e  s h o t  
which knocked t h e  c h i l d  down (pgs.  25, 6 0 ) .  H e  thought  t h e  
s o l d i e r  t h a t  d i d  t h i s  was whi te  b u t  d i d  n o t  know f o r  s u r e  
(pg. 25 ) .  H e  had n o t  seen  t h i s  i n d i v i d u a l  a t  any o t h e r  
t ime dur ing  h i s  walk through t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg. 5 9 )  . 

(c) ROBERTS m e e t s  w i th  FLYMN. 

About t h i s  t ime,  ROBERTS saw one of 
MEDINA's  R T O ' s  named FLYNN whom he had known i n  Hawaii 
(pg. 25) . When he asked what t h e  company was supposed t o  be 
doing,  FLYNN r e p l i e d  t h a t  they had had a meeting t h e  n i g h t  
be fo re  du r ing  which they had been pepped up by a very f o r c e f u l  
speech (pg. 2 6 ) .  FLYNN a s s e r t e d ,  "We a r e  going t o  g e t  i n  
t h e r e  and c l e a n  o u t  t h i s  n e s t  of VC" (pg.  2 6 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  
t e l l  ROBERTS what t h e  e x a c t  o r d e r s  w e r e  and seemed n o t  t o  
want t o  t a l k  t o  ROBERTS (pg. 2 6 ) .  

(d)  ROBERTS observes  a wounded c h i l d  k i l l e d  
i n  t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n .  

A wounded boy came t o  t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  
and s topped w i t h i n  e i g h t  t o  t e n  f e e t  from HAEBERLE and him 
(pg. 2 6 ) .  The c h i l d  had been wounded i n  h i s  f a c e  and arm. 

H e  j u s t  s tood  s t a r i n g  i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  wi thout  c ry ing  o r  
g iv ing  any i n d i c a t i o n  of pa in  o r  d i s t r e s s  (pg.  2 6 ) .  He had 
an express ion  of  shock on h i s  f a c e  (pg. 2 6 ) .  HAEBERLE moved 
w i t h i n  s i x  f e e t  of  t h i s  youngster  t o  t a k e  h i s  p i c t u r e  (pg. 2 6 ) .  
A s  he was focus ing  h i s  camera, a s o l d i e r  wi th  an M - 1 6  came up 
r i g h t  nex t  t o  ROBERTS and f i r e d  t h r e e  s h o t s  i n t o  t h e  c h i l d ,  
knocking him over  backwards (pg. 27) . HAEBERLE was unable t o  
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t a k e  t h e  p i c t u r e  and jlst s tood  up and looked around i n  
shocked d i s b e l i e f  (pg.  98) . 

6 
 ROBERTS observes  an o l d  man s h o t  a t  a hootch.  

Immediately a f t e r  t h e  young boy w a s  k i l l e d  i n  
t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n ,  ROBERTS saw MEDINA (pg.  27) . MEDINA saw 
t h e  bodies  n e a r  t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  (pg. 2 7 ) .  He was walking i n  
a w e s t e r l y  d i r e c t i o n  a long  t h e  pa th  t h a t  surrounded t h e  
v i l l a g e  (pg. 28) . and ROBERTS f e l l  i n  behind him i n  o r d e r  t o  
l i s t e n  t o  h i s  r a d i o  and f i n d  o u t  what was going on (pg.  6 3 ) .  
About 2 0  o r  30 meters  down t h e  road ,  t hey  came t o  a hootch 
(pg. 28) . An o l d  man was brought  o u t  who was s m i l i n g  and 
a t t empt ing  t o  be f r i e n d l y  (pg.  2 8 ) .  The s o l d i e r s  se t  him 
down on a stump i n  t h e  f r o n t  yard  and t h e  i n t e r p r e t e r  asked 
him some q u e s t i o n s  (pg.  2 8 ) .  The man was n o t  of  any 
i n t e l l i g e n c e  va lue  (pg.  2 8 ) .  MEDINA t o l d  t h e  s o l d i e r s  t o  
burn t h e  o l d  man's hootch (pgs .  28,  6 2 ) .  H e  seemed t o  want 
h i s  men t o  s t o p  a c t i n g  a s  i f  t hey  had a l l  t h e  t i m e  i n  t h e  
world (pg.  6 2 ) .  MEDINA was asked ,  "What a r e  we going t o  do 
wi th  t h e  o l d  man?" (pg.  2 8 ) .  ~ p p e a r i n g  n o t  t o  c a r e  and a s  
though t h i s  were n o t  t h e  t ype  of d e c i s i o n  he  was supposed t o  
make, MEDINA s a i d  no th ing  (pgs .  28, 2 9 ) .  However, it seemed 
as i f  he had no d e s i r e  t o  keep t h e  o l d  man and d i d  n o t  want 
t o  be bo thered  w i t h  him (pg.  2 9 ) .  ROBERTS can r e c a l l  no 
g e s t u r e  t h a t  MEDINA made a t  t h i s  t ime (pgs .  29, 3 0 ) .  MEDINA 
j u s t  ignored  t h e  q u e s t i o n  (pg.  2 9 ) .  The s o l d i e r s  s h o t  t h e  
o l d  man (pg.  2 8 ) .  ROBERTS d i d  n o t  s e e  him s h o t  b u t  knew he  
was (pg. 2 8 ) .  Although MEDINA d i d  n o t  s e e  him s h o t  e i t h e r ,  
ROBERTS was c e r t a i n  t h a t  MEDINA a l s o  hea rd  t h e  s h o t s  (pq. 2 8 ) .  
MEDINA d i d  n o t  s t o p  walking (pg.  28) . 

( 7 )  Bodies observed by ROBERTS i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

ROBERTS d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  s e e i n g  anyone a l i v e  
i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg. 32) . A l l  t hose  whom he-had  seen  a l i v e  
were l a t e r  k i l l e d  (pg.  3 2 ) .  He saw about  50 bod ie s  du r ing  
h i s  walk through t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg. 3 3 )  . Of t h e s e ,  perhaps  
t e n  were m i l i t a r y - a g e  males (pg. 3 3 ) .  He saw about  20 
people  k i l l e d  (pg: 3 3 ) .  He d i d  n o t  observe any bod ie s  i n  
t h e  n o r t h  o r  n o r t h e a s t  s e c t i o n s  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg.  6 8 ) .  

( 8 )  General  obse rva t ions  and impres s ions ,  

( a )  Observa t ions .  

American f o r c e s  seemed t o  be  everywhere 
i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  (pgs .  52,  53,  6 4 ) .  They were checking each 
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hootch and d e s t r o y i n g  anyth ing  of  va lue  t h a t  t hey  found 
(pgs .  53,  6 2 ) .  The f a z t  t h a t  on ly  some of  t h e  hootches  
were des t royed  w a s  a m a t t e r  o f  convenience r a t h e r  t han  
anyth ing  else (pg.  6 2 ) .  A s e l e c t i v e  p roces s  w a s  n o t  i n -
volved (pg.  6 3 )  . There was smoke and f i r e  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  
and ROBERTS was unable  t o  s e e  a g r e a t  d i s t a n c e  i n t o  it 
(pg. 61) . H e  cou ld  n o t  r e c a l l  t a l k i n g  t o  any of  t h e  s o l d i e r s  
on h i s  walk through t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg. 68) . H e  d i d  n o t  
remember anyth ing  s p e c i f i c  coming over  t h e  r a d i o  a t  t h e  
t imes  h e  was a b l e  t o  h e a r  it (pg.  6 4 ) .  

( b )  Impress ions .  

A s  he  moved f rom,poin t  t o  p o i n t  i n  t h e  
v i l l a g e ,  he  g o t  t h e  impress ion t h a t  t h e  s o l d i e r s  were going 
t o  complete ly  a n n i h i l a t e  it (pg. 6 1 ) .  There w a s  s y s t e m a t i c  
d e s t r u c t i o n  (pg.  6 1 ) .  Some of t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  des t royed  
w i t h  a good d e a l  of  e-xuberance;others j u s t  seemed t o  be 
doing t h e i r  job (pg. 6 1 )  . ROBERTS imagined he was aware 
t h a t  he  saw a t r o c i t i e s ,  b u t  he  d i d  n o t  t h i n k  t h a t  it w a s  
something he  shou ld  r e p o r t  (pg. 6 8 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  even t e l l  
MEDINA about  t h e  two s m a l l  c h i l d r e n  he  had seen  k i l l e d  
because he  d i d  n o t  f e e l  it h i s  p l a c e  t o  t e l l  t h e  commander 
about  h i s  company (pg. 69) . ROBERTS j u s t  t r i e d  t o  f o r g e t  
t h e  whole t h i n g  (pg.  57) . 

e. ROBERTS and HAEBERLE move t o  B Company. 
. . 

ROBERTS had been looking  f o r  ~ r n e r i c a n  h e r o i c s  
i n  combat (pg.  66) . By about  1 1 0 0 ,  he  f e l t  t h a t  any th ing  
o f  newscva lue  w a s  i n  and t h u s  asked MEDINA i f  h e  could  g e t  
a h e l i c o p t e r  t o  go over  t o  B Company (pgs .  3 2 ,  34, 66) . 
When h e  a r r i v e d  a t  B Company, MICHLES w a s  i n t e r r o g a t i n g  a 
l a r g e  group o f  p r i s o n e r s  (pg. 6 9 ) .  H e  seemed t o  r e c a l l  
s ay ing  t o  MICHLES "Boy you guys s u r e  a r e n ' t  do ing  anyth ing  
compared t o  what t hey  are doing i n  C Company ...They a r e  
r e a l l y  c l e a r i n g  t h a t  v i l l a g e  o u t "  (pg.  70) . ROBERTS and 
HAEBERLE s t a y e d  w i t h  B Company u n t i l  about  1300 a t  which 
t i m e  t hey  r e t u r n e d  t o  LZ D o t t i e  on t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  upon which 
KOTOUC had come t o  t h e  f i e l d  (pgs .  34, 71)  . 

f .  Act ions  a t  LZ D o t t i e .  

When ROBERTS a r r i v e d  back a t  LZ D o t t i e ,  he t r i e d  t o  
go i n t o  t h e  TOC b u t  was unsucces s fu l  because CALHOUN d i d  n o t  
want him i n  t h e r e  (pg.  7 2 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  g e t  a long  t o o  w e l l  
w i th  CALHOUN and t h u s  d i d  n o t  know whether  CALHOUN threw him 
o u t  because he  d i s l i k e d  ROBERTS o r  because t h e r e  w a s  something 
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t h a t  ROBERTS should  n o t  have hea rd  (pg.  7 2 ) .  On h i s  a r r i v a l ,  
BARKER b r i e f e d  ROBERTS on t h e  o p e r a t i o n  and what had been 
accomplished (pg.  7 2 ) .  ROBERTS asked BARKER about  t h e  weapons 
t o  body count  r a t i o  (pg. 3 5 ) .  BARKER i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  he d i d  
n o t  f e e l  it was neces sa ry  f o r  him t o  commendi on it (pgs .  35, 
7 3 ) .  BARKER seemed t o  be happy wi th  t h e  way t h e  o p e r a t i o n  
had gone (pg. 3 5 ) .  ROBERTS d i d  n o t  t a k e  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  
t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s  (pg.  73) . 
4 .  INQUIRIES AFTER THE ASSAULT. 

ROBERTS never  hea rd  anyth ing  about  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
(pg. 79) . He w a s  never  ques t ioned  by an i n v e s t i g a t i n g  
o f f i c e r  o r  t h e  C I D  (pg.  8 0 )  . He never  heard  any d i s -  , 
cuss ion  about  t h i s  i n c i d e n t  from t h e  aero-scout  u n i t  
(pg. 1 0 1 ) .  H e  never  hea rd  anyth ing  about  keeping q u i e t  
about  it (pg. 9 9 ) .  H e  hea rd  no th ing  about  an a t t e m p t  t o  
cover-up o r  suppres s  t h e  in format ion  of  what had t r a n s p i r e d  
a t  My La i  (pg.  9 9 ) .  He heard  no r e f e r e n c e s  t o  it a t  a l l  
(pg*  9 9 ) .  

5. OTHER INFORMATION. 

a .  ROBERTS ' a c t i o n  back a t  t h e  PI0  o f f i c e .  

H e  had spoken w i t h  s v e r a l  o f  t h e  people  w i th  whom 
he had worked i n  t h e  PI0  o f f i c e  and they  could n o t  remember'him 
say ing  much of  anyth ing  about  t h e  i n c i d e n t  when he  r e t u r n e d  
(pg. 8 2 ) .  However, he  thought  he  s a i d  something about  it t o  
L ieu tenan t  DUNN b u t  he could n o t  remember whaJ- (pgs .  77, 7 8 ) .  
H e  a l s o  ' thought  t h a t  h e  t o l d  s e v e r a l  people  i n  h i s  o f f i c e  
t h a t  he had seen  a l o t  of people  k i l l e d -  (pg.  74) . But no one 
seemed i n t e r e s t e d  t c  t h e  p o i n t  of wanting t o  do somethinq 
about  it (pg.  7 4 ) .  He r e c a l l e d  being r e v o l t e d  by w r i t i n g  an 
a r t i k l e  t h a t  made it sound a s  i f  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  had been- 
very  s u c c e s s f u l  because of  t h e  l a r g e  number of VC K I A  
(pg. 77) . I n  h i s  s t o r y ,  he s a i d  t h a t  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  was 
r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  a l a r g e  number of t h e  K I A ' s  (pg.  8 3 ) .  

b .  P i c t u r e s  t aken  by HAEBERLE. 

(1) P i c t u r e  t a k i n g  a t  My L a i .  

HAEBERLE wanted t o  show t h e  a t r o c i t i e s  t h a t  took 
p l a c e  on bo th  s i d e s  i n  t h e  war (pg. 7 5 ) .  Thus, HAEBERLE had 
two cameras w i t h  him a t  My L a i  (pg. 4 9 ) .  Usua l ly ,  i f  
HAEBERLE was i n t e r e s t e d  i n  a s u b j e c t  he would s h o o t  up a 
r o l l  of  f i l m  i n  a few minutes (pg.  4 9 ) .  However, a t  My La i  
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he j u s t  seemed t o  be  shoo t ing  t h i n g s  o f  i n t e r e s t  and t h i n g s  
t h a t  ROBERTS po in t ed  o u t  and ROBERTS could  n o t  r e c a l l  him 
changing r o l l s  (pg.  4 9 ) .  ROBERTS d i d  n o t  know i f  
HAEBERLE took p i c t u r e s  on t h e  o p e r a t i o n  t h a t  ROBERTS had 
n o t  y e t  s een  (pg. 8 7 ) .  However, t h e  ones t h a t  he  
remembered be ing  t aken  he  has  s een  (pg.  87 ) .  

(2 )  HAEBERLE's use  of  t h e  p i c t u r e s .  

ROBERTS w a s  aware t h a t  HAEBERLE took p i c t u r e s  
which were n o t  t u r n e d  i n t o  t h e  PI0  (pg. 7 5 ) .  E x h i b i t s  
P-14,  P-15, and P-16 were never  r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  commander 
o r  any s e n i o r  member o f  t h e  P I0  s t a f f  (pg.  1 0 0 ) .  ROBERTS 
d i d  n o t  t h i n k  t h a t  Se rgean t  STONICH e v e r  knew t h a t  
HAEBERLE had t aken  c o l o r  p i c t u r e s  of  My L a i  w i t h  h i s  own 
camera (pg.  1 0 1 ) .  STONICH d i d  n o t  l i k e  some o f  t h e  p i c t u r e s  
t h a t  HAEBERLE had t a k e n ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h o s e  of hootches  
be ing  set on f i r e ,  and t o l d  HAEBERLE t h e y  were d e t r i m e n t a l  
t o  t h e  Uni ted S t a t e s  Army (pg. 100) . 

c. T r a i n i n g  r ece ived  by ROBERTS f o r  PI0  work. 

ROBERTS d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  g e t t i n g  any s p e c i f i c  
i n s t r u c t i o n  on h i s  d u t i e s  a s  a  PI0  (pg. 8 4 ) .  He was g iven  
some p o i n t e r s  and i n d o c t r i n a t i o n  by Se rgean t  STONICH who 
t o l d  him what A R ' s  t o  r e a d  and t h e  t y p e  of work he  was t o  
do (pg.  85) . H e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  be ing  t o l d  t h a t  t hey  could 
o r  cou ld  n o t  u s e  t h e i r  own cameras w h i l e  on a p a r t i c u l a r  
ass ignment  (pg. 75) . 

d. U s e  o f  mar i juana .  

From what h e  observed ,  t h e  men of  C Company w e r e  
q u i t e  worked up (pg. 88) .. However, he saw no i n d i c a t i o n  
t h a t  t hey  were us ing  mar i juana  on t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  (pg.  8 8 ) .  
G I ' s  i n  Vietnam do n o t  u se  mar i juana  d u r i n g  du ty  hours  
(pg. 8 8 ) .  

e. ROBERTS' knowledge of t h e  body count .  

ROBERTS cons idered  t h e '  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  t h e  50 
people  he  had seen  k i l l e d  were i nc luded  i n  t h e  128 K I A  
f i g u r e  (pg. 74) . However, he  was n o t  c e r t a i n  what t h i s  
12 8  f i g u r e  con ta ined  (pg. 74) . 
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EXI-IIDIT 
NUMEER --. DESCRIPTION ---- NOTES 

- .  
PAGES 

Does n o t  r e c a l l  
-MACV D i r e c t i v e  2 0 - 4  

-
&!was 

MACV D i r e c t i v e  5 2 5 - 3  r e g u l a t i o n .  
W i t  r e c o g n i z e d  

A e r i a l  p h o t o  o f  My L a i  a r e a  from pho to .  -
W i t  c o u f d - n o t  

, M i s c e l l a n e o u s  Scenes  i d e n t i f y  p h o t o s .  9 3  

I d e n t i f i e d  a s  an  
M i s c e l l a n e o u s  Scene 	 o l d  man b e i n g  l e d  . I  

from a hoo tch  a t  -I 
p o i n t  1 2 .  9 4  -
1Ze-eZ-Zs 

M i s c e l l a n e o u s  Scene -----t a k e n  between -
points 6 a n m  

9 4  
W l t  i d e n E m a s  

M i s c e l l a n e o u s  Scenes  b e i n g  l o c a t e d  i n  
~ 7 4 1 3AO. 

93 
Wit id e 3 i m l . t  

M i s c e l l a n e o u s  Scenes  a s  pho tographs  
m e n  i n i y w ( 4 ) .  --

mTTTentlrl%-
M i s c e l l a n e o u s  Scenes  a s  pho tographs+-L

TZETnT3i My La1 
( 4 ) .  9 3  

W l t c o u i d  n o t  
M i s c e l l a n e o u s  Scenes  i d e n t i f y  photo-  

g r a p h s .  
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EXHIBITS 

EXIHIBIT 
NUMBER DESCRIPTION NOTES-- -. PAGES 
P-26 ,P- I i W i t  i d e n t i f i e d  a s  I 
27, P-291 Misce l l aneous  Scenes  I p i c t u r e s  of  1 93-- LZ.  

W i t  i d e n t i f i e d  a s  
P-30 Misce l l aneous  Scenes  - c; 

t h r u  My L a i  ( 4 ) . Shows, 
P-37, & a n  i n c i d e n t  a t  -
P-40, p o i n t  9. P-41 
P-41 shows bady l y i n q  

I i n  r o a d  s o u t h  o f  93I 
I 

v i l l a g e .  97 
I d e n t i f i e d  a s  man 

1 
P-24 Miscellaneous Scene c u t t i n q  c o r n  -

between p o i n t s  
6 and 7 .  94 
Shows CARTE< b e i n g  

P-6 Misce l l aneous  Scenes  t r e a t e d  and 
t h r u  d u s t e d  o f f .  

-Misce l l aneous  Scene - --LHAEBE~LE 
( b e i n g  s e t  on f i r e .  1 95 
{Man thnowing basket]  ' 

Misce l l aneous  Scenes  ] i n  f i r e .  . 

/Shows some 
Misce l l aneous  Scene Iburning w i t h  s t r a w  

l on them. 

M i s c e l l a n e o u s ~ S c e n e--- M I N H  and B u l l  -
JOHNSON. ---r 
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E X H I B I T  

NUMBER 


, 
-P-30 


-

P-32 

I 


P-33 


P-34 


P-37 


P-44 


-P-174 


DESCRIPTION ­-

Misce l laneous  Scene 

Misce l l aneous  Scene 

Misce l l aneous  Scene 

M ~ s c e l l a n e o u s  Scene 

P 

Misce l laneous  Scene 

Misce l l aneous  Scene 

Misce l l aneous  Scene 

P-1 a s  a n n o t a t e d  by 

-

NOTES 
Man g e t t i n g  ready 
t o  f i r e  a t  peop le  
a t  p o i n t  #I.. 

Photo  of  b o d i e s  a t  
p o i n t  81. 
Women d e a d  a t  
p o i n t  #2 .  

Close-up o f  P-33 

P i c t u r e  t aken  down 

w e l l  a t  p o i n t  810. 

Shows i n c i d e n t  a t  

p o i n t  #9.  

P l aced  i n t o  

ev idence  as an 

e x h i b i t .  

PAGES 

96 ' 


96 


96  


97 


97 


9 7  


97 


106 
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(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  0906 h o u r s ,  1 7  
December 19 69. ) 

I0: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR: The ' fo l lowing  named pe r sons  a r e  p r e s e n t :  LTG 
PEERS, MR WEST, MR MACCRATE MR IVALSII, COL MILLER, COL 
WILSON, COL FRANKLIN, and M A J  LYNN. 

The n e x t  w i t n e s s  i s  M r .  J ay  A .  ROBERTS. 

(MR ROBERTS w a s  c a l l e d  a s  a w i t n e s s ,  w a s  sworn, 
and t e s t i f i e d  as fo l lows :)

-
M r .  ROBERTS, w i l l  you f o r  t h e  r e c o r d  s ta te  your  

f u l l  name, S o c i a l  S e c u r i t y  nuinber, and a d d r e s s ?  

A. My name is  Jay  A. ROBERTS. My S o c i a l  S e c u r i t y  
number i s  I l i v e  a t  4814  South F i r s t  S t r e e t ,  
Ar l ing ton .  

RCDR: Thank you. 

I 0: M r .  ROBERTS, b e f o r e  w e  proceed w i t h  any q u e s t i o n s  
I would l i k e  Co lone l  MILLER from The O f f i c e  of t h e  Judge 
Advocate Gene ra l  t o  a d v i s e  you on c e r t a i n  m a t t e r s .  

COL MILLER: M r .  ROBERTS, t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was d i r e c t e d  
j o i n t l y  by t h e  S e c r e t a r y  of  t h e  Army and t h e  Chief  of  S t a f f  
of t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s  Army f o r  t h e  purposes  o f  de t e rmin ing  
f a c t s  and making f i n d i n g s  and recommendations concern ing  
t h e  fo l lowing  m a t t e r s :  1 

(1 )  t h e  adequacy of p r i o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  and 
i n q u i r i e s  i n t o ,  and subsequent  reviews and r e p o r t s  w i t h i n  
t h e  c h a i n  of  command, of  what has  commonly come t o  b e  known 
as the My L a i  i n c i d e n t  of  16 March 1968 ,  and 

(2) t h e  p o s s i b l e  s u p p r e s s i o n  o r  w i thho ld ing  
of i n fo rma t ion  by any person  who had a du ty  t o  r e p o r t  
or  t o  f u r n i s h  i n f o r m a t i o n  concern ing  t h e  My La i  i n c i d e n t .  

The i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i s  n o t  b e i n g  conducted t o  
i n v e s t i g a t e  a l l  the f a c t s  and c i r cums tances  of  what happened 
at My L a i  on the 1 6 t h  of  March, b u t  it i s  d i r e c t e d  t o  t h o s e  
s p e c i f i c  purposes  t h a t  I h a v e .  s t a t e d .  

Gene ra l  PEERS and t h e  r e s t  of  us  
have made a v a i l a b l e  t o  u s ,  and w e  have reviexied, 
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p r i o r  o f f i c i a l  s ta tements  obta ined  a t  o t h e r  o f f i c i a l  i n v e s t i -
ga t ions  of t h e  My Lai  i n c i d e n t ,  and t h i s  inc ludes  t h e  s t a t e -
ment you have made. 

Your testimony w i l l  be taken under oa th .  
A verbat im t r a n s c r i p t  w i l l  be prepared.  Also,  a t ape  record-
i n g  i s  being made i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  verbat im no tes  taken  
by t h e  r e p o r t e r .  

Although t h e  genera l  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of 
t h i s  r e p o r t  w i l l  be c o n f i d e n t i a l ,  it i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  c e r t a i n  

t e s t i m o n y ,  e i t h e r  some of it o r  a l l  of i t ,  may l a t e r  become 
a mat ter  of p u b l i c  knowledge. 

There a r e ,  a s  you s e e ,  a number of people i n  t h e  
room. Any o r  a l l  of us may ask you ques t ions .  F i r s t  
of a l l  i s  General PEERS, who i s  t h e  I n v e s t i g a t i n g  O f f i c e r  
i n  t h i s  case.  On h i s  immediate r i g h t  i s  M r .  MACCRATE, 
and on your immediate l e f t  i s  M r .  WALSH. They a r e  both  
c i v i l i a n  a t t o r n e y s  who have been made a v a i l a b l e  by t h e  
Secre tary  of t h e  Army t o  General PEERS as  c i v i l i a n  l e g a l  
advisors  and counsel .  On General PEERS' immediate r i g h t  
i s  M r .  WEST from t h e  Of f i ce  of General Counsel of  t h e  
Army, and he i s  General PEERS ' deputy. I n  a d d i t i o n ,  
Colonel FRANKLIN, Colonel WILSON, and myself a r e  a s s i s t a n t s  
t o  General PEERS, and we may a l s o  ask you ques t ions .  
Even though we ask q u e s t i o n s ,  General PEERS has  t h e  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of weighing a l l  t h e  evidence,  and making 
the f ind ings  and recornnendations i n  t h i s  case .  That 
) is  h i s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  

Do you have any ques t ions  a s  f a r  a s  I have gone? 

A. N o ,  s ir .  

Q I would r e q u e s t  t h a t  you do n o t  d i s c u s s  
t h e  testimony i n  t h i s  i n v e s i i g a t i o n  wi th  o t h e r s ,  inc lud ing  
o t h e r  wi tnesses  f o r  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  except  a s  you 
may be requ i red  s o  t o  do be fo re  a l e g i s l a t i v e ,  j u d i c i a l ,  
o r  admin i s t r a t ive  body. I understand t h a t  you may 
a l s o  be a wi tness  i n  t h e  case of  t h e  United S t a t e s  v. 
Calley.  Have you rece ived  any n o t i f i c a t i o n  t o  t h a t  e f z e c t ?  

A. No. The informat ion  t h a t  I was t o l d  i s  t h a t  they 
probably wouldn ' t  c a l l  me because t h e r e  i s  noth ing  new i n  
my testimony . 
Q. If you a r e ,  it d o e s n ' t  ma t t e r .  A s  a  w i t n e s s ,  it 
i s  very l i k e l y  t h a t  you w i l l  r ece ive  an o r d e r  wi th  r e s p e c t  
t o  t h e  d i scuss ion  of your tes t imony,  and i f  you have a l ready 
rece ived  o rde r s  o r  i f  you do rece ive  such an o r d e r ,  it i n  
no way. changes t h e  a p p l i c a b i l i t y  of t h a t  o r d e r .  T h a t ' s  
a l l  I have, s ir .  

(ROBE XTS1 2 APP T-23 -



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


10: Do you have ques t ions  t o  t h i s ,  M r .  ROBERTS? 

A. No, I don ' t .  

Q. What was your duty assignment on t h e  16th of 
March, 1968? 

A. I was a combat correspondent with t h e  31s t  Pub l i c  
Information Detachment of t h e  l l t h  Brigade, and my ass ign-  
ment was t o  cover t h e  combat a s s a u l t  a t  My L a i .  

Q - What w a s  your grade a t  t h a t  t ime? 

A. Spec 5. 

Q. S p e c i a l i s t  f i v e .  How long had you been wi th  
t h e  PI0 detachment? 

A. About 8  o r  9 months. 


Q - How long had you been i n  country? 


A. About 3  months. 

Q =  You w e r e  with t h e  11th  Brigade, o r  p a r t  of  an 
attachment t o  t h e  br igade? 

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q. And subsequent t o  t h e  16th  of March, how long 
d i d  you remain wi th  the  detachment o r  with t h e  br igade?  

A. I remained with them u n t i l  about t h e  4th of Sept-
ember of t h a t  same year .  

Q. And what happened a t  t h a t  time? 

A. I r o t a t e d  t o  t h e  S t a t e s  and I was discharged.  

RCDR : Excuse me, sir. Would you speak up j u s t  a l i t t l e  
b i t .  

10: I would l i k e  you, M r .  WEST, t o  d i r e c t  t h e  ques- 
t ion ing .  

3 
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MR WEST: M r .  RgBERTS , would you descr ibe  f o r  us t h e  even t s  
of t h e  mcrning of 1 6  Mach 1968 r e l a t i v e  t o  your p a r t i c i p a t i o n  
i n '  t h e  action. a t  My Lai ( 4  1 ? 

A,  I n  what d e t a i l ?  Do you want me t o  go through 
it s t e p  by s t e p ?  

Q. Yes. I f  you would, from the  beginning. Where 
were you on t h e  morning of 1 6  March 1968? A t  Landing Zone 
Dot t i e ,  f o r  example? 

A. I s t a r t e d  o u t  a t  Landing Zone Bronco a t  Duc Pho. 
My photographer, Ron HAEBERLE, and I caught a h e l i c o p t e r  
p r e t t y  e a r l y  and went t o  LZ D o t t i e ,  and t h e r e  we went down 
t o  the  s t a g i n g  a r e a  f o r  t h e  combat a s s a u l t .  I b e l i e v e  I 
had t a lked  t o  Captain MEDINA t o  f i n d  out  who I would be go-
ing  with.  H e  ass igned me t o  somebody, I b e l i e v e  it was a 
se rgean t ,  who s a i d  he would take me along on t h e  second l i f t .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  the  name of t h e  se rgean t?  

A,  Since t h a t  t ime,  due t o  some of t h e  p i c t u r e s ,  I 
have been t o l d  it was Sergeant WEST, bu t  I have no reco l l ec -
t i o n  of any of t h e  names of ind iv idua l s  o t h e r  than  Captain 
MEDINA, 

Q a Going back a b i t ,  had you rece ived  a p r i o r  b r i e f -
ing  on t h i s  opera t ion?  

A. None, o t h e r  than t h a t  a l l  i n d i c a t i o n s  pointed t~ 
t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e r e  would be a ,  what we term a "hot  C A , "  
There woulC! be z c t i o n  t h e r e ,  'and probably be a l a r g e  f i r e  
f i g h t ,  and might t u r n  i n t o  a r a t h e r  l a r g e  combat a s s a u l t .  
We were t o  be ready f o r  anything. 

Q Did you hear  any o rde r s  given t o  t h e  men t h a t  
were p a r t i c i p a t i n g ?  

A. No, I d i d n ' t .  When I a r r i v e d  a t  LZ Dot t i e  they 
were a l ready s taged and wai t ing  f o r  the  l i f t .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  about what time t h i s  was? 

(ROBERTS) 4 
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A. About 0730. 

Q *  W i l l  you go ahead, then? 

A. Okay, we went ou t  with t h e  second l i f t ,  I b e l i e v e ,  
and landed i n  an a r e a  i n  a paddy west of t h e  hamlet r e f e r r e d  
t o  as  My Lai  ( 4 )  , 1 bel ieve .  

MR WEST: Could I have t h e  a e r i a l  photo of t h a t .  

(The recorder  handed Exhibi t  P-1 t o  MR WEST.) 

Q- M r .  ROBERTS, t h i s  i s  an a e r i a l  photograph of t h i s  
a rea  t h a t  you may recognize.  Put it down on t h e  t a b l e  i n  
f r o n t  of you, i f  you w i l l ,  I t  i s  o r i e n t e d  t o  t h e  north.  
Perhaps it would he lp  you t o  look a t  t h e  map, which has been 
marked as  Exh ib i t  MAP-4, and you can o r i e n t  t h a t  t o  the  pic- 
t u r e s  i n  the  photograph. Here is  My Lai  ( 4 )  . Do you 
recognize t h e  a rea?  

(MR WEST o r i e n t a t e d  t h e  wi tness  t o  the  map and 
photo. ) 

A. Yes. Of course,  my memory i s  a l i t t l e  foggy 
due t o  the  yea r  and a h a l f  o r  2 yea r s  i t ' s  been. I do 
recognize t h e  area .  I had s t u d i e d  t h e  map be fo re  I went 
ou t  t o  be f a m i l i a r  with t h e  a r e a ,  s o  I would know where 
c e r t a i n  u n i t s  were. 

9- Would you i n d i c a t e  genera l ly  on the  photograph 
t h e  a rea  of t h e  landing  zone of Char l i e  Company? 

A. Well, the a r e a  i n  which I landed i n  t h e  l i f t  
t h a t  I w a s  w i th  w a s  west of t h e  hamlet,  somewhere i n  t h i s  
a rea  i n  he re ,  I b e l i e v e  ( h d i c a t i n g  on map). 

Q. About how f a r  from the  t r e e  l i n e  i n  t h e  hamlet 
of My Lai  ( 4 )  was t h a t ?  

A. I would guess maybe 150 meters.  I t  was a good 
d i s t ance .  

I0: I might add here  f o r  your informat ion ,  M r .  ROBERTS, 
t h e  s c a l e  of t h i s  a e r i a l  photo is 1 inch equals  about 100 
yards o r  100 meters ,  roughly, 

A. I see.  Do you want me t o  cont inue? 

MR WEST: Y e s ,  i f  you would p lease .  For example, was it a 
contes ted  a s s a u l t ?  How w a s  it when you approached t h e  LZ? 
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A .  When we approached t h e  a r e a  from t h e  a i r  I w a s  
s i t t i n g  i n  t h e  doorway of t h e  chopper. I could  s e e  smoke, 
some marking smoke and some o t h e r  smoke, and a l o t  of  gun-
s h i p s  below us .  A s  we came i n  from around 1,500 f e e t  I could 
s e e  a l o t  of h e l i c o p t e r  a c t i v i t y  and a l o t  of smoke, and I 
could h e a r  as soon as we g o t  on t h e  ground some g u n f i r e .  I 
c o u l d n ' t  i d e n t i f y  it. A t  t h e  t ime it sounded l i k e  M-16 f i r e ,  
and a f t e r  I g o t  on t h e  ground I w a s n ' t  t o o  wor r i ed  about  
be ing  s h o t ,  a f t e r  I once g o t  e s t a b l i s h e d .  

Q- While you were s t i l l  i n  t h e  a i r  d i d  you o r  could  
you observe a r t i l l e r y  p r e p a r a t i o n ?  

A .  No. I f  t h e r e  w a s  an a r t i l l e r y  p r e p a r a t i o n ,  which 
I ,  of cou r se ,  assume t h e r e  w a s ,  I would imagine t h a t  it w a s  
completed b e f o r e  t h i s ,  because I was i n  t h e  second l i f t .  
The f irst  l i f t ,  I assume, came i n  sometime b e f o r e  it. 

Q Was t h e r e  any gunship f i r i n g  a t  t h i s  t i m e  i n  
suppor t  of t h e  second l i f t ?  

A .  I d o n ' t  remember i f  t h e r e  was any f i r i n g .  There 
w e r e  a l o t  of gunsh ips ,  and an OH-23 o b s e r v a t i o n  chopper 
running up and down t h e  hedgerows and around t h e  edges of 
My L a i ,  b u t  I don' t r e c a l l  a t  t h a t  t ime--I  don ' t  remember 
any of them f ix- iny o r  n o t  f i r i n g .  

Q Did your  s h i p  r e c e i v e  any f i r e ?  

A. Not t h a t  I know o f .  

Q W e l l ,  w i l l  you go ahead and d e s c r i b e  what happen-
ed  a f t e r  you g o t  t h e r e ?  

10: Could I ask t h a t  you use t h i s  p e n c i l ,  M r .  ROBERTS, 
j u s t  t o  i n d i c a t e  l o c a t i o n s  of p l a c e s ,  and I might s a y ,  a f t e r  
we f i n i s h ,  one of t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  I ' m  going t o  r e q u e s t  you 
t o  do i s  t o  s i t  down wi th  Colonel  W I L S O N  and t o  mark t h e  
photo,  and t o  i d e n t i f y  t h e  l o c a t i o n s  comparable t o  t h e  map 
you made a s  p a r t  of  t h e  tes t imony.  For c o n s i s t e n c y ,  w e  would 
l i k e  t o  have t h i s  p u t  on a photo,  which you can do w i t h  
Colonel  WILSON la ter  on. 
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A. Okay, sir. W e  l anded ,  as I s a y ,  i n  t h i s  a r e a  
h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g  w e s t  of My L a i )  . 
MR WEST: Would you mind marking t h a t  w i t h  an LZ? 

A .  About, as I s a y ,  100 t o  150 meters  w e s t  of  t h e  
hamlet ,  and w e  immediately climbed up t h e  paddies  t o  g i v e  
us some cover  a long  t h e  d i k e s .  The s e r g e a n t  i n  charge 
of t h e  squad we w e r e  w i th  c a l l e d  h i s  men t o g e t h e r ,  and r ad ioed  
f o r  i n s t r u c t i o n s ,  and then  sp read  them o u t  a long  t h e  l i n e  
t h a t  w e  were i n ,  e a s t  and w e s t  on t h e  map, and began t o  move 
sou th  o r  sou th - sou theas t  i n  t h e  g e n e r a l  d i r e c t i o n  of t h i s  
h i l l .  Do you want m e  t o  refer t o  it by number? 

Q. Y e s .  

A. I t h i n k  i t ' s  H i l l  85. 

Q Y e s ,  you can r ecogn ize  it on E x h i b i t  MAP-4. 

A. I would assume t h a t  t h i s  i s  t h e  h i l l .  I remember 
a h i l l  i n  t h e  background of t h e  d i r e c t i o n  t h a t  w e  were 
moving. 

Q- Before  w e  g e t  away from t h e  s u b j e c t ,  f o r  t h e  
purposes  of i d e n t i f i c a t i o n ,  w a s  he a c o l o r e d  s e r g e a n t ?  

A .  I t h i n k  he w a s .  A s  I s a y ,  I s p e n t  a l o t  of t ime 
t h i n k i n g  about  t h i s  e n t i r e  o p e r a t i o n ,  and I c a n ' t  g e t  away 
from it. I t ' s  s t a r i n g  m e  i n  t h e  f a c e  every day,  and I d o n ' t  
a t  t h i s  point- - I 'm a lmos t  n o t  s u r e  of t h e  s p e c i f i c s  t h a t  I 
remember and t h e  s p e c i f i c s  t h a t  have been brought  up i n  o t h e r  
p e o p l e ' s  t es t imony t h a t  has  been r a i s e d .  A s  n e a r  as I can 
remember, it w a s  a l a r g e  man, and I t h i n k  he was a co lo red  
man, b u t  I ' m  n o t  su re .  

I 0  : Fine .  L e t ' s  s t o p  h e r e  j u s t  a minute.  J u s t  as 
a m a t t e r  of a s s i s t i n g  you i n  c l e a r i n g  up your d i s c u s s i o n ,  
and a l s o  f o r  our  c l a r i f i c a t i o n ,  t h e  way we have t h e  maneuver 
o u t l i n e d  t o  us i s  t h a t  t h e  1st P la toon  w a s  t o  t a k e  t h e  south-
e r n  p a r t  of  the v i l l a g e  moving from west  t o  e a s t .  The 2d 
P la toon  w a s  t o  t a k e  t h e  n o r t h e r n  p a r t  of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  a l -
though it w a s  l a t e r  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  a t  l e a s t  p a r t  of them, 
du r ing  t h e  e a r l y  p a r t  of t h e  o p e r a t i o n ,  d i d  move o u t  i n t o  
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t h i s  open a r e a  t o  t h e  nor th .  The 3d Platoon was t o  be i n  
the r e a r  t o  more o r  l e s s  c lean  up the  v i l l a g e  a f t e r  t h e  
o the r s  had passed through it. The command and c o n t r o l  group 
was i n  the  r e a r  of the  f i r s t  two a s s a u l t  platoons.  Now, t h e  
reason I ask t h i s  ques t ion  i s  when you landed t h e r e  i n  the  
second l i f t  were you with t h e  2d Platoon o r  were you with 
t h e  elements of t h e  3d Platoon. 

A. I d o n ' t  know, b u t  from what you have s a i d  and 
from what took p lace  l a t e r  I would assume t h a t  I was with 
the  3d Platoon. Our immediate o b j e c t i v e  d i d  no t  appear t o  
be t h e  v i l l a g e .  I t  appeared t h a t  we were t o  move i n  t h e  
a r e a  p a r a l l e l  t o  t h e  borders  of t h e  v i l l a g e  and t o  s t o p  
anybody t h a t  was running away o r  t o  secure  it, o r  what- 
ever  our mission was. It appeared t o  me t h a t  we w e r e n ' t  
i n  a  hurry t o  g e t  i n ;  and l a t e r  when I d id  go i n ,  t h e r e  
were people a l ready i n  t h e r e ,  s o  I assumed t h a t  they  must 
have been elements of t h e  f i r s t  two platoons t h a t  went i n .  

MR WEST: A l l  r i g h t .  Go ahead, M r .  ROBERTS. 

A. So we moved south-southeast  i n  t h e  genera l  d i r ec -  
t i o n  of t h i s  h i l l ;  and a t  f i r s t  nothing took p l a c e  o t h e r  than 
t h e i r  moving very f a s t ,  and I assumed t h a t  t h e  squad l eader  
had orders  t o  g e t  t o  a c e r t a i n  p lace  and pick up somebody 
o r  something l i k e  t h a t .  We were almost running p a r t  of t h e  
t ime,  and a s  I say ,  my memory is  somewhat foggy on t h i s ,  
and I ' m  j u s t  going t o  have t o  guess a t  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  a r e a  
t h a t  we came t o ,  a s  we went along. 

Q. To t h e  b e s t  of your r e c o l l e c t i o n .  

A. Right. We approached the  road. I t  appeared t o  
be a  r a t h e r  heavi ly  used road--a main road. I t  was b u i l t  
up from the  l e v e l  of t h e  r i c e  paddies ,  and from t h i s  a e r i a l  
photo I would assume t h a t  it might be t h i s  road t h a t  runs 
from eas t -nor theas t  t o  west-southwest. On MAP-4 h e r e ,  it 
i s  r e f e r r e d  t o  as 521. I ' m  n o t  s u r e  of t h a t  because of 
t h a t  waterway t h e r e ,  b u t  I know we crossed an i r r i g a t i o n  
d i t c h .  I d i d n ' t  have a  map along with me a t  t h e  t ime,  bu t  
a s  I say,  w e  approached t h i s  road a f t e r  being on t h e  ground 
f o r  a s h o r t  per iod of time and t h e r e  were some people run-
ning west along t h i s  road, away from the  a rea  of t h e  v i l l a g e .  
The u n i t  I was with opened f i r e  on them, and I saw some 
people f a l l .  I guess w e  were probably 75 meters 
from them, a t  l e a s t ,  a t  the  time they opened f i r e  on them. 
I was unable t o  i d e n t i f y  any of t h e  people a t  t h a t  time. 
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Q- Could you t e l l  whether t hey  were men, women, o r  
c h i l d r e n ?  / 

A. A s  I s a y ,  I c o u l d n ' t  i d e n t i f y  any of  t h e  people  
when they  opened f i r e .  

Q- Would you mark t h e  s p o t  where t h e  people  were 
when t h e y  w e r e  t aken  under f i r e ?  You might mark it wi th  
a 1. 

A .  A s  I s a y ,  I ' m  r e a l l y  gues s ing  a t  t h e  p o s i t i o n  of  
t h e s e  t h i n g s ,  b u t  I would assume i n  t h i s  a r e a ,  a lmos t ,  accord-
i n g  t o  t h i s  photo almost  due sou th  of  t h e  v i l l a g e .  (Witness 
marks on t h e  aer ia l  photo which i s  l a t e r  admi t t ed  a s  E x h i b i t  
P-174. ) 

Q. Around Highway 521? 

A. Right, a long  Highway 521.  

Q Before  we l e a v e  t h a t ,  d i d  you c o n t a c t  Capta in  
MEDINA? Had you seen  Capta in  MEDINA up t o  t h i s  t ime?  

A. A s  I s a i d ,  I b e l i e v e  I t a l k e d  t o  him when we 
were a t  LZ D o t t i e .  

Q. I mean on t h e  ground. 

A .  On t h e  ground, no. I was s t i l l  w i t h  t h e  squad 
I landed w i t h ,  and t h o s e  a r e  t h e  on ly  f r i e n d l y  f o r c e s  t h a t  

, I had seen.  

Q A l l  r i g h t .  

A. When w e  came t o  t h i s  road  where t h e s e  people  had 
been moving, I could  see a sma l l  number--three o r  f o u r  bodies  
t h a t  had been h i t  i n  t h e  road d re s sed  i n  b l ack .  I d i d n ' t  
go up t o  them b u t  it looked l i k e  some mi l i t a ry -age  males ,  
and from t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  t h a t  w e r e  t a k i n g  p l a c e  I knew t h a t  
some people  had run o f f  t h e  road  i n  a s o u t h e r l y  d i r e c t i o n ,  
more o r  less towards t h i s  h i l l  r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  85; and 
some o f  t h e  men t h a t  I was wi th  went a c r o s s  t h e  road  and 
cont inued  on i n  t h a t  d i r e c t i o n  chas ing  t h e s e  peop le ,  and 
I b e l i e v e  t h e r e  was an OH-23, an o b s e r v a t i o n  chopper ,  over  
t h e r e .  That  was a long  a hedgerow a long  t h i s  road  and t h e y  
dropped smoke t o  mark t h e  p o s i t i o n  where t hey  saw some people  
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h id ing  i n  a d i t c h .  These people t h a t  I was w i t h ,  t h i s  
squad, was moving i n  t h a t  d i rec t ion--or  some of them were. 
Some of them had gone t o  search  the  bodies i n  t h e  road and 
were secur ing  t h e  genera l  a r e a  t h e r e ,  and t o  s e e  i f  t h e r e  
was any enemy a c t i v i t y .  I went across  the  road and went t o  
the  i r r i g a t i o n  d i t c h  and up i n t o  t h i s  f i e l d ,  j u s t  beyond t h e  
road, and t h e r e  was some f i r i n g  o u t  of t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  a t  
t h a t  time and one of t h e  men brought back a ,  ca rb ine  o r  an 
M-1 .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  . exac t ly  what the  weapon was. 

Q F i r i n g  from an H-23? 

A. I b e l i e v e  s o ,  they usual ly  had an M-60 hung with 
a canvas s t r a p  i n  t h e  doorway t o  make them more v e r s a t i l e .  
I -think t h a t ' s  what p a r t  of t h e  chopper it was. 

Q. Was HAEBERLE with you a t  t h i s  t ime? 

A. HAEBERLE s tayed  i n  the  a r e a  of t h e  road.  When I 
went out  i n t o  t h e  a r e a  of the f i e l d ,  he was nor th  of m e .  I 
be l i eve  he went o u t  t o  look a t  t h e  bodies w i t h  t h e  people 
searching  t h e  bodies .  On the  bank of an i r r i g a t i o n  d i t c h  
beyond t h i s  road t h a t  I crossed ,  t h e r e  was a woman and a 
g i r l ,  o r  what appeared t o  be a g i r l ,  and when I crossed  t h e  
road it appeared t h a t  t h e  woman was h id ing  on t h e  bank and 
t h e  g i r l  was running sway o r  i n  some way I remember h e r  
being act ive--running around. When I came back I not iced  
t h a t  t h e  woman and t h e  g i r l  were dead on t h e  s i d e  of t h i s  
bank, and t h e  woman was i n  t h e  same p o s i t i o n  where she had 
been when I crossed  it, I d o n ' t  know whether she was dead 
then  or--

Q. Could you mark the  spo t?  

A. I t  would be i n  the  a r e a  t h a t  I marked as  1. 
It  would be on t h e  s i d e  of t h i s  road. I guess I ' l l  r e f e r  
t o  it a s  2 f o r  the  purposes of t h e  record .  

Q. A l l  r i g h t ,  The record  w i l l  i n d i c a t e  it. 

A. This  is  the  f i r s t  time t h a t  I had r e c a l l e d  see-
ing  anyone t h a t  you might assume was not  a m i l i t a r y  
person t h a t  was k i l l e d ,  and I have no way of knowing i f  
she was f i r e d  upon. I d i d n ' t  hear  any f i r e  a t  t h i s  time. 

10 
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Q. Could you give an i n d i c a t i o n  of t h e  age of t h e  
g i r l ?  Was she a small  c h i l d ?  

A. She w a s  probably 8 o r  9 .  She was l a r g e  
enough t o  be running around t ak ing  c a r e  of h e r s e l f .  She 
was smal ler  than an a d u l t .  I d i d n ' t  go probably within 30 
f e e t  of t h e s e  people because by t h e  time I re turned  t o  the  
road the  squad had regrouped, and I guess they had received 
f u r t h e r  o rde r s  on the  d i r e c t i o n  t h a t  they were t o  move i n .  

Q- You were ready t o  move ou t  then?  

10: How f a r  from t h e  road was t h i s  l o c a t i o n  of t h i s  
woman and t h i s  g i r l ?  

A. They were on a bank of t h e  i r r i g a t i o n  d i t c h  
which was j u s t  south of t h e  road,  r i g h t  along t h e  road. A s  
I remember, a l i n e  of t r e e s  was running along t h e  road and 
an i r r i g a t i o n  d i t c h ,  and then it went ou t  i n t o  a f i e l d  to-  
ward the  h i l l ,  and she was on t h e  bank of t h i s  d i t c h  r i g h t  
along i n  t h i s  a r e a  t h a t  t h e  people t h a t  had been s h o t  on 
t h e  road were. 

Q. South of t h e r e  maybe 1 0  meters? 30, o r  40, 
o r  50 f e e t ?  

A. Not even t h a t  f a r ,  s i r ,  j u s t  of f  the  road 
maybe 15 f e e t .  

MR MACCRATE: Was t h e  young g i r l  d e f i n i t e l y  a l i v e  when 
you went i n t o  t h e  f i e l d  and dead when you came back? You 
s a i d  you were n o t  c l e a r  about t h e  woman. So f a r  a s  the  
young g i r l  was concerned, do you have any c l e a r  r eco l l ec -  
t i o n  one way o r  the  o the r?  

A. A s  I remember--as I say,  a l l  t h i s  i s  very foggy 
and only c l e a r  t o  the  e x t e n t  t h a t  I have been rehashing i n  
my mind s i n c e  t h i s  has a l l  been brought up--but a s  I r e c a l l ,  
t h e  woman was i n  the  same p o s i t i o n  she was when I f i r s t  
saw her .  I d o n ' t  know whether she was k i l l e d  before  o r  
a f t e r  I crossed  the  road, bu t  a s  I remember, t h e  g i r l  was 
running around when I crossed the  road and was dead when I 
came back. That i s  as c lose  a s  I can remember. 
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MR WEST: M r .  ROBERTS, w i l l  you con t inue  wi th  your  s t o r y ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  A s  I s a y ,  we regrouped i n  t h e  a r e a  of  
t h i s  road,  and s t a r t e d  back i n  t h e  same d i r e c t i o n  t h a t  w e  
had come--back towards t he  LZ, which would be nor th-nor th-
w e s t .  

Q Before w e  l e a v e  t h i s  p o i n t ,  M r .  ROBERTS. I n  
your s t a t emen t  t o  t h e  C I D  you mentioned, about  t h i s  t i m e ,  
a gunship f i r i n g  i n t o  a hedgerow? 

A. Well ,  t h i s  i s  when I w a s  r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  OH-23. 
I ' m  n o t  c l e a r  whether i t  w a s  a gunship o r  an OH-23. They 
bo th  provided f i r e  from t h e  a i r ,  because a l l  t h e  o b s e r v a t i o n  

. choppers had--or a l l  of o u r s  had--M-60's mounted on them, 
b u t  t h i s  was t h e  i n c i d e n t  t h a t  I r e f e r r e d  t o .  

.Q I see. Did it hover  wh i l e  it was f i r i n g ?  

A. W e l l ,  it dropped smoke a t  f i r s t ,  and t h e  men 
r a n  over  t h e r e  because it was r e d  smoke, o r  something t h a t  
i n d i c a t e d  t h e  enemy. Then I thought  t h a t  I g o t  a whi f f  
of CS, of t e a r  g,as, b u t  nobody was masking and I d i d n ' t  
e i t h e r ,  b u t  I had t h e  impress ion t h a t  t h e r e  was gas .  They 
may have dropped gas  i n t o  t h e  d i t c h  t o  f l u s h  o u t  t h e s e  
people ,  and t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  was c i r c l i n g  o r  hover ing  o r  s t ay -
i n g  i n  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  a r e a  where they marked, and t h e r e  was 
some f i r i n g  over  by t h e  chopper. I d o n ' t  remember i f  t h e r e  
was any f i r i n g  on t h e  ground o v e r  by t h a t  p o s i t i o n .  

Q A l l  r i g h t .  DO you r e c a l l  whether it had a bubble-
top?  Was it t h a t  k i ~ do'f h e l i c o p t e r ?  

A. A s  I s a y ,  I ' m  n o t  c l e a r .  Now ' t h a t  I t h i n k  about  
i t ,  I t h i n k  it w a s  probably a bubble top ,  b u t  it could  have 
been a Huey gunship.  

10: There is  a p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  t h e r e  could  have been 
both.  May it n o t  have been? 

A. They would have had a l o t  of t r o u b l e  g e t t i n g  
both  of them i n  t h e r e .  He w a s  very low, he was s t a y i n g  
about 50 f e e t  above t h e  ground. He was s t a y i n g  r i g h t  above 
t h e  d i t c h  c i r c l i n g  and hover ing.  A s  I r e c a l l ,  t h e r e  was 
only  one s h i p  t h e r e .  I ' m  n o t  s u r e  which one it was. Then, 
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as I s a y ,  w e  moved back i n  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  t h a t  we had come, 
r e t r a c i n g  o w  s t e p s .  

MR WEST: Could you mark a 3 w i t h  an arrow t o  i n d i c a t e  i t ?  

A. W e  moved back through t h e  same i r r i g a t i o n  d i t c h .  
I ' m  n o t  s u r e - - t h i s  may be it h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  I know we 
c ros sed  an i r r i g a t i o n  d i t c h  going o v e r ,  and a l s o  c ros sed  it 
going back. 

Q Could you mark t h a t ,  p l e a s e ,  w i th  a r e d  4 .  

A. A t  t h e  i r r i g a t i o n  d i t c h ?  I would assume t h a t  it 
would be a t  t h i s  l i n e  of t r e e s  r i g h t  h e r e  (marking t h e  exhi-
b i t )  and when I came up t o  t h e  r i c e  paddy I n o t i c e d  t h a t  
t h e r e  was an i r r i g a t i o n  d i t c h  running--I  remember we heard  
some f i r e  t o  ou r  l e f t  which would be wes t .  I t  sounded l i k e  
c a r b i n e  . f i r e .  I t  was a l i g h t  "pop" sound,  and d e f i n i t e l y  
was n o t  an M-16. Two o r  t h r e e  rounds--four o r  f i v e  rounds 
f i r e d  i n d i v i d u a l l y ,  b u t  it w a s n ' t  c l o s e .  I t  w a s n ' t  any 
c l o s e  sound. 

Q Up t o  t h i s  t ime your  squad had n o t  been under 
f i r e ?  

A. No. A t  t h a t  t i m e  I thought  we were under f i r e ,  
b u t  I w a s n ' t  s u r e  whether we were be ing  f i r e d  on, o r  some-
body i n  ano the r  u n i t  w a s  be ing  f i r e d  on, because I c o u l d n ' t  
s e e  where t h e  f i r e  was coming from, W e  hea rd ,  a s  I s a y ,  
o f f  t o  o u r  lef t - -which would have been w e s t  of where w e  were 
moving--and we saw a couple  of people  who looked l i k e  males 
t h a t  w e  s p o t t e d  w e s t  o f ,u s ,  'maybe 75  me te r s ,  --a good d i s t a n c e  
anyhow from us--who were i n  t h e s e  rice padd ie s ,  n o t  i n  t h e  
road.  The people  t h a t  I was wi th  opened f i r e  on them. 
I t  was i n  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of t h e  sound b u t  I d i d n ' t  s e e  them 
s h o o t ,  and bo th  of them f e l l  and one of them g o t  back up 
and I saw him h i t .  I s a w  h i s  head explode as he w a s  h i t .  
They bo th  f e l l  and nobody went o u t  t h e r e  t o  check o u t  
t h e  bod ie s  because it w a s n ' t  i n  ou r  p a t h .  I assumed we 
were moving t o  meet somebody o r  something l i k e  t h a t .  We 
were moving p r e t t y  f a s t .  

Q They were taken  under f i r e  wi th  M-16 ' s ?  
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10: I t h i n k  it would be wise t o  mark t h e  p lace .  

A. I t h i n k  it would be i n  t h e  area--I  w i l l  mark it 
5. According t o  t h e  s c a l e  it may be too  c lose  but  t h a t ' s  
t h e  way.1 remember it. We continued t o  move back i n  t h e  
d i r e c t i o n  of t h e  LZ. I th ink  we turned around once and 
moved back toward t h e  h i l l  and turned around again ,  moved 
back toward t h e  LZ, and we s p e n t  some time ou t  t h e r e  moving 
back and f o r t h  i n  the  southern and western a r e a  from t h e  
h i l l .  

a .  The se rgean t  had a rad io?  

A. He had--I f o r g e t  t h e  terminology--a smal l  hand 
rad io .  

Q- Did he opera te  it himself o r  d i d  he have an RTO? 

A. Yes, he was opera t ing  it himself .  I t  wasn ' t  a 0 
PRC-25. It was smal ler .  cki 

f-i 

I0: And d id  h i s  helmet have an a t t ached  r e c e i v e r  
with it and a hand t r a n s m i t t e r ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  t h a t  is  t h e  r a d i o  t h a t  he had--a 
helmet r e c e i v e r  and hand t r a n s m i t t e r  because as  I remember 
it, it wasn ' t  a PXC-25. The only o t h e r  r ad ios  t h a t  I can 
r e c a l l  were of t h a t  v a r i e t y  wi th  a  hand t r a n s m i t t e r .  I 
know he was t a l k i n g  i n t o  something. This is  what I r e c a l l  
and i f  it was a squad l e a d e r ,  t h a t  i s  the  type of r a d i o  t h a t  
he usua l ly  used, Anyhow, I c 'an ' t  remember any o t h e r  events  
t h a t  s t and  o u t ,  o t h e r  than  we were moving back and f o r t h  i n  
t h i s  a r e a  f o r  some time u n t i l  a t  one p o i n t  we were very 
c l o s e  t o  where we had landed. I could s e e  s o l d i e r s  over 
t h e r e ,  American s o l d i e r s ,  and I wanted t o  g e t  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  
because, of course ,  t h a t  was my job as  a r e p o r t e r ,  t o  be 
where th ings  were going on, and nothing was going on over  
the re .  So I went over  t o  t h e  corner  of t h e  v i l l a g e .  I ' m  
not  sure--

MR. WEST: ( In te rpos ing)  D i d  you leave  t h e  squad a t  t h i s  
time? Would you mark t h a t  with a 6 where you l e f t  t h e  squad. 
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A. I t h i n k  t h a t  it would probably be i n  t h i s  a r e a  
( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  I know t h a t  i t  was on a rounded corner  of 
t h e  v i l l a g e .  I would assume t h a t  it would be t h i s  north-
w e s t  corner  because of where we came o u t ,  b u t  a s  I say ,  I 
wasn ' t  r e a l l y  f a m i l i a r  with t h e  a rea .  I d i d n ' t  have a map. 

Q Before we leave  t h i s  t h i n g ,  does anybody e l s e  
have any ques t ions?  General PEERS? 

10: W e l l ,  I t h i n k  t h a t  it i s  very p e r t i n e n t  here  i n  
. t r ack ing  down as  c lose ly  as  we can e x a c t l y  where M r .  ROBERTS 

came t o  t h i s  p o i n t ,  because t h i s  i s  t h e  base of t h e  sub-
sequent  movement. 

A. Yes, s ir .  Well, a s  I say ,  because of where we 
came ou t  l a t e r  I th ink  it would be i n  t h i s  northwest corner  
of t h e  v i l l a g e  he re  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  t h a t  I have marked with a 6 .  
I d i d n ' t  go over  movements t h a t  n i g h t  wi th  a map and the re .  
i s  nothing thzit I had as  a r e fe rence  p o i n t  o t h e r  than  t h e  
f a c t  t h a t  I met Captain MEDINA i n  t h a t  co rne r  a t  t h a t  t ime. 
I t  was about 9 o ' c lock  i n  t h e  morning. 

Q Was t h i s  group of  people t h a t  you saw t h e r e ,  
were they involved with t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  who had been wounded? 

A. No, from where we were when we were wi th  the  
squad i t  looked l i k e  they were searching  t h e  hedges and the 
hootches around t h e  edge of t h e  v i l l a g e .  When we went 
over t h e r e  I found Captain MEDINA t h e r e  d i r e c t i n g  the  search-
i n g ,  and they  had an o l d  man t h e r e  t h a t  they  had been i n t e r -
rogat ing .  

MR WEST: Could we f i n i s h  'wsth . t h i s  o t h e r  phase? 

10: Y e s .  

MR MACCRATE: A s  you were moving with t h e  squad i n  a south-
e a s t e r l y  d i r e c t i o n ,  how would you proceed? Were you carry-
i n g  a weapon? 

A.  
had a . 
paddies 

Yes, sir.  I was ca r ry ing  an M-16 and HAEBERLE 
4 5 ,  and I was s t epp ing  g inger ly  across  t h e  r i c e  
, being  c a r e f u l  where I placed my f e e t .  

Q And where were you i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  squad? 
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A. We were on l i n e ,  and I was probably near  t h e  
c e n t e r  of t h e  l i n e  and hanging a l i t t l e  back, t o o .  J u s t  a 
l i t t l e  b i t .  HAEBERLE took a p i c t u r e  a t  t h e  t ime of t h e  
squad moving, and it was l a t e r  p r i n t e d  i n  a d i v i s i o n  magazine. 
I d o n ' t  remember where e l s e ,  b u t  I was t h e  l a s t  i n d i v i -
dual  i n  t h e  back t h e r e ,  and everybody e l s e  was looking fo r -
ward, and I was looking down. I r e c a l l  t h a t  I was looking 
f o r  mines, and was being c a r e f u l  of where I s tepped.  

Q - Had you been ou t  on a combat assignment before?  

A. No. I ' d  been o u t  i n  t h e  f i e l d  s e v e r a l  t imes ,  b u t  
never on a CA,  and never i n  any a rea  where t h e r e  was any f i r e .  
I ' d  landed with groups t h a t  were a l ready on t h e  ground, and 
was t h e r e  t o  do a s t o r y  on t h a t  movement and opera t ion ,  and 
then  l e f t  again.  I had never come i n  wi th  a CA, I b e l i e v e ,  
u n t i l  t h i s  time. I 

Q J u s t  one f i n a l  ques t ion  t o  h e l p  o r i e n t  me here .  
About how many f e e t  d i s t a n t  were you from the  man on your 
l e f t  and from t h e  man on your r i g h t  when you were moving 
i n  t h i s  l i n e ?  

A. I t h i n k  1 0  o r  15 f e e t .  When they were doing t h a t  
type of  th ing  they t r i e d  t o  move i n  a way where they would 
be c lose  enough t o  cover everyth ing ,  b u t  f a r  enough a p a r t  
s o  t h a t  i f  one of them t r i p p e d  a mine o r  rece ived  h o s t i l e  
f i r e  o r  something, only one would be i n j u r e d .  

MR WEST: Colonel MILLER? 

COL MILLER: A s  you were coming i n ,  you . s a i d  t h e r e  were a 
number of gunships below you. Do you remember approximately 
how many? 

A. No, s i r .  I don ' t .  I j u s t  remember t h a t  t h e r e  
were a number of them, and t h a t  they were moving around. I t  
appeared t h a t  they were checking out  hedges and t r e e  l i n e s  
on t h e  edge of the  v i l l a g e .  

Q Could you t e l l  i f  they  were f i r i n g ?  
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A. Not from t h e  a i r ,  I c o u l d n ' t  t e l l .  There were 
i n d i c a t i o n s  when we were moving e a r l i e r  h e r e  along t h e  
ground--there were i n d i c a t i o n s  of a l o t  of f i r e s  along t h a t  
i r r i g a t i o n  d i t c h  t h a t  I marked as  4 .  There was a l o t  of 
ground t o r n  up by what looked l ike- -a t  f i r s t  I thought it 
could have been t h e  a r t i l l e r y  prep t h a t  d id  it, b u t  now I ' v e  
decided t h a t  it was probably machinegun f i r e  t h a t  had t o r n  
up t h e  ground. There were no l a r g e  s h e l l  c r a t e r s  o r  any-
thing.  I t  was j u s t  torn-up ground. 

Q I t  could have been gunship f i r e ,  you mean? 

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q Did you s e e  more than one OH-23? 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  

Q I co  have one o t h e r  ques t ion .  You mentioned t h a t  
you had learned  something of the  a r e a  from a b r i e f i n g .  Where 
d i d  you g e t  t h a t  b r i e f i n g ?  

A. Well, t h a t ' s  n o t  e x a c t l y  accura te .  I learned 
something of t h e  a r e a ,  because I was t o l d  where t h e  CA would ' 

take p lace  t h e  n i g h t  before.  I guess it wzs a t  t h e  i n f o r -
mation o f f i c e .  It was probably Lieutenant  DUNN, They t o l d  
me where I was going t o  go--where t h e  CA was going t o  t ake  
p lace .  We looked it up on t h e  map t h e  n i g h t  be fo re ,  and t h i s  
map here  r e f e r r e d  t o  as  MAP-4 i s  probably the  one I had, s o  
I g o t  f a m i l i a r  with it. J u s t  an o v e r a l l  l ayou t  of the  t e r -
r a i n ,  where t h e  r i v e r  ran  through i t ,  and t h e  small  v i l l a g e s  
along it. 

COL WILSON: You mentioned t h a t  t h e  H-23 popped red  smoke 
while  you were down by t h e  road,  and t h a t  t h i s  s i g n i f i e d  
enemy. How d i d  you know t h a t  t h i s  s i g n i f i e d  enemy? 

A. This ,  again,  i s  what I remember. I d o n ' t  know 
whether I d i d  know it a t  t h e  t ime, b u t  I d i d  know af te rward ,  
i f  I d i d n ' t  know then ,  t h a t  a h e l i c o p t e r  w i l l  drop smoke. 
There a r e  t h r e e  designated c o l o r s  t o  i n d i c a t e  t h e  enemy i n  
a hedge, i f  they  can s e e  from t h e  a i r ,  and they  d o n ' t  th ink  
t h e  men on t h e  ground a r e  aware of i t .  A s  I s a y ,  t h i s  i s  
what I r e c a l l  took p lace .  
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MR WALSH: M r .  ROBERTS, you mentioned i n  bo th  your  p r i o r  
s t a t e m e n t s  t h a t  you were back up wi th  t h e  company commander. 

-A. W e l l ,  I t a l k e d  t o  him a t  t h e  t ime and I asked him 
what had happened and how e v e r y t h i n g  w a s  going,  and t h e n  I 
took  n o t e s ,  which w e r e  very b r i e f ,  which s a i d  t h a t  I met 
Capta in  MEDINA a t  9 o ' c l o c k .  A t  t h a t  t i m e  I t h i n k  t h e y  
had K I A ' s  which i s  enemy k i l l e d ,  and they  cap tu red  something 
l i k e  20  of  them. Anyhow, he  gave t h e s e  f i g u r e s  a t  t h a t  t i m e  
and I p u t  t h e  t ime down i n  my n o t e s .  T h a t ' s  why I remember 
t h a t  it was 9 o ' c l o c k .  

Q. You were i n  t h e  second l i f t  and from o t h e r  i n d i -
c a t i o n s  t h a t  we have you w e r e n ' t  on t h e  ground much b e f o r e  
8 o ' c l o c k ,  and you seemed t o  have covered p r e t t y  n e a r  a k i l o -
m e t e r  going down t o  t h e  road and around,  and ano the r  one 
coming back aga in .  Tha t  seems t o  be  p r e t t y  good moving 
through t h e r e .  

A. T h a t ' s  why I say  a l l  t h e s e  t h i n g s  are n o t  clear 
t o  m e ,  b u t  w e  were moving f a s t  as I have i n d i c a t e d .  

Q Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  as t o  why you 
made t h e  t r i p  down t o  t h e  road? 

A.  I was fo l lowing  t h e  squad. 

Q. You d i d n ' t  know what t h e  squad ' s  miss ion  was, t o  
go down t h e  road and back aga in?  

A.  No. A t  t h e  t i m e  I assumed t h a t  t h e y  were going 
t o  cover t h e  w e s t  and sou thwes te rn  a r e a  of t h e  h i l l  t o  pre-
v e n t  escape.  When they  saw t h e s e  people  movii~ga long  t h e  
road ,  t hey  went ove r  t h e r e .  I d o n ' t  know why t h e y  moved 
back t h a t  way i n s t e a d  o f  moving i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  o t h e r  
t h a n  t h a t  I assumed t h a t  t h e  squad l e a d e r  r e c e i v e d  o r d e r s .  

Q Did t h e y  check any of t h o s e  people?  

A .  No. The people  i n  t h e  road t h a t  t h e y  k i l l e d - -
t h e y  checked t h e  bod ie s  of t h o s e  people ,  and they  e v i d e n t l y  
checked somebody i n  t h e  hedge t h a t  had e i t h e r  been k i l l e d  
by t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  o r  by themselves .  I t h i n k  by t h e  h e l i -
c o p t e r .  One man came back w i t h  an enemy weapon. 
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Q. Do you remember see ing  any l a r g e  body moving 
down t h i s  road i n  t h a t  d i r e c t i o n ,  t h e  southwest ,  on the  High- 
way 521? 

A.  J u s t  those  t h a t  I spoke o f ,  which were probably 
a l l  t o g e t h e r ,  which included t h e  ones t h a t  ran  away--that 
I d i d n ' t  s e e  k i l l e d .  I t  c o u l d n ' t  have been, I d o n ' t  t h i n k ,  
more than  10 people. 

MR WALSH : Thank you. 

MR WEST: A l l  r i g h t .  M r .  ROBERTS , would you p lease  con-
t i n u e  from p o i n t  6  on t h e  photo? 

A. Po in t  6 ,  as  I s a i d ,  was t h e  a r e a  t h a t  I be l i eve  
I met up with Captain MEDINA i n  t h e  northwest corner  of the  
v i l l a g e .  I t a l k e d  with him a t  t h a t  t i m e  t o  ask him how it was 
going. I knew him before .  I had known him i n  Hawaii, and 
he knew me, and he knew what I was o u t  t h e r e  f o r .  He t o l d  
me the  number of enemy t h a t  they k i l led- -captured  i n  the  
t o t a l  ope ra t ion ,  which I assumed inc luded B Company a t  
t h e  t ime,  and I asked Captain MEDINA what he was saying. 
He t o l d  me t h a t  t h e r e  had been, I seem t o  r e c a l l ,  35 
o r  40 Vie t  Cong camped t h e r e  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  t h a t  n i g h t ,  
b u t  they l e f t  about s u n r i s e .  This i s  t h e  information 
t h a t  I r e c a l l  g e t t i n g  from Captain MEDINA.  A t  t h e  t ime,  
I saw o t h e r  G I ' s  engaged i n  searching  hootches r i g h t  
along t h i s  a r e a  a t  the  edge of t h e  v i l l a g e  t h e r e ,  and 
t h e r e  was, I b e l i e v e ,  a  hootch burning nearby. There 
was one G I  t h a t  I remember, r i g h t  a t  t h i s  t ime,  who was 
c u t t i n g  down a crop of corn-each s t a l k  a t  a t ime,  which 
I j u s t  c o u l d n ' t  be l i eve .  The poor guy was ben t  over 
t h e r e ,  l ean ing  down, whacking o f f  each s t a l k  i n d i v i d u a l l y .  
So, I go t  i n t o  t h e  s p i r i t  of  th ings  and tromped on a 
couple,  and moved on i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  wi th  HAEBERLE. 

Q- What was he us ing ,  a bayonet? 

A. I t h i n k  he was us ing  a r i c e  k n i f e .  

Q. Was t h e r e  much burning i n  t h e  a rea?  

A. Right down i n  the  v i l l a g e ,  I saw something burning. 
I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  everyth ing  being burn t .  
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a. Could you descr ibe  who was wi th  Captain MEDINA 
i n .  h i s  pa r ty  when you met him t h e r e ?  

A. .No. I know t h a t  t h e r e  was an i n t e r p r e t e r  t h e r e ,  
and I assumed t h a t  t h e r e  was an i n t e l l i g e n c e  person t h e r e ,  
o r  somebody--whoever was working with t h e  i n t e r p r e t e r  t o  
t a l k  t o  t h i s  o l d  man, because Captain MEDINA was g e t t i n g  
a l l  t h i s  information secondhand. 

Q How about an RTO? 

A .  Well, he always had R T O ' s  ,around. I t h i n k  t h e r e  
were about t h r e e  men wi th  r ad ios  t h a t  were e i t h e r  wi th  him, 
o r  they were probably R T O ' s  f o r  t h e  o t h e r  p la toon  l e a d e r s  
t h a t  we.re around him q u i t e  a b i t ,  too .  I ' m  s u r e  t h a t  t h e r e  
was a t  l e a s t  one of them, because one s t ayed  wi th  him a l l  
t h e  time. 

Q Do you remember anyone e l s e  i n  h i s  group? 

A. N o ,  sir. I don ' t .  

Q e  A l l  r i g h t .  Please go ahead. 

A. A t  t h i s  time HAEBERLE and I moved on i n t o  the  
v i l l a g e .  Captain MEDINA was moving i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  
d i r e c t i n g  search  and des t roy  opera t ions .  We moved i n  
with him and became separa ted .  Our pa ths  c rossed  s e v e r a l  
t imes ,  even tua l ly .  We moved i n ,  and the  f i r s t  t h i n g  t h a t  
I remember was t h a t  we came upon a hootch t h a t  was burning. 
I t  had a concre te  porch o r  a porch b u i l t  up. There was 
some bodies l y i n g  i n  f r o n t  of i t ,  and some of t h e  tha tched 
roof had e i t h e r  f a l l e n  o r  had been pu l l ed  down on t h e  
bodies ,  and was burning. The reason I r e c a l l  i t  s o  v i v i d l y  
i s  when I look a t  i t ,  the  body t h a t  was l y i n g  on t h e  
ground, i t s  l eg  con t rac ted .  Its knee went up i n  t h e  a i r ,  
and i t  r e a l l y  s t a r t l e d  me. 

Q- Was t h e r e  burning s t raw on t o p  of t h e  body? 

A. Yes, sir .  

a.  I n  looking a t  t h e  a e r i a l  photograph ,,could you 
spo t  the  approximate p l a c e  where t h i s  was? 

A. I ' l l  mark it number 7. 

Q - Was Captain MEDINA wi th  you a t  t h i s  time? 
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A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  anybody b e i n g  w i t h  us  a t  t h i s  

t i m e .  There were people  around.  


Q- When you say  " u s , " you mean you and HAEBERLE? 

A. HAEBERLE , yes  . 
a.  Go ahead. 

A. Anyway, HAEBERLE took a couple  of  p i c t u r e s  of 

t h a t .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  which camera he  took  it w i t h ,  b u t  

I t h i n k  i t  was a co lo red  s h o t  of it, a s  he  a t  l e a s t  took 

one w i t h  h i s  own. 


Q .  W e ' l l  look a t  some photographs  p r e t t y  soon.  

A. L e t ' s  s e e .  W e  con t inued  t o  move th rough  t h e  
v i l l a g e ,  which would be s o u t h .  I watched some people  
s e a r c h  t h e  hootches  and pour some kerosene  o r  some type  
of o i l  on t h e  hootches  t o  g e t  them s t a r t e d .  I saw some 
guys throw some hand grenades  i n  t h e  h o l e s  and--tunnels,  
bunkers ,  o r  whatever  they  were. 

Q. Did you s e e  any l i v e s t o c k  a t  t h i s  t ime?  

A. Yes, r i g h t  i n  t h i s  a r e a  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  
t h e r e  w e r e  pens wi th  cows i n  them and-- 

Q- ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Was t h i s  around p o i n t  7 ,  do you mean? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  probably sou th  o f  7 .  You want m e  
t o  mark it? 

Q .  Please .  

A. I ' l l  mark it as 8 .  We were p r o g r e s s i n g  
s o u t h e r l y  through t h e  v i l l a g e ,  and t h e  n e x t  t h i n g  I saw 
they  were dropping  a grenade down a h o l e ,  and t h e r e  was 
a pen wi th  cows i n  i t ,  and t h e y  were k i l l i n g  t h e s e  cows. 
I r e c a l l  one of them s a y i n g  how ha rd  cows d i e d ,  because 
they  had s h o t  them a few t i m e s ,  and they  a l l  had bayo- 
nets mounted, and they  s t abbed  t h e  cows a coup le  of t imes .  
They d i d n ' t  have much room t o  f a l l ,  anyhow. They j u s t  
s t o o d  t h e r e  and mooed and d i d n ' t  f a l l ,  and I t h i n k  it 
was f i n a l l y  down t o  i t s  knees a t  t h a t  t ime .  I w a s n ' t  
t o o  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h a t ,  b u t  we were moving down t h e  road ,  
and HAEBERLE would go up and t a k e  a p i c t u r e  of something 
he saw, and w e  p rogressed .  The n e x t  t h i n g  t h a t  happened 
w a s  t hey  brought  o u t  some peop le ,  women and c h i l d r e n ,  
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ou t  of a hootch w e s t  of t h e  pa th  we were fo l lowing,  o u t  
i n t o  t h e  path o r  road,  o r  whatever it was. They were 
y e l l i n g  a t  them, "VC boom, boom, " and th ings  l i k e  t h a t ,  
i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  they were t r y i n g  t o  s c a r e  these  people,  
i n  t h a t  they were probably Vie t  Cong and--

Q .  Could you l o c a t e  t h e  p lace?  

A. Yes , I '11 mark t h i s  a s  9 .  They grabbed one 
of the  g i r l s  and s t a r t e d  t o  t e a r  h e r  b louse  o f f ,  a s  I can 
remember, and an o l d  lady who, I guess ,  was h e r  mother o r  
r e l a t e d ,  was b i t i n g  and k icking  and s c r a t c h i n g  and f i g h t i n g  
o f f  a11 t h e s e  G I ' s  t h a t  were ha rass ing  t h i s  g i r l .  HAEBERLE 
went t o  t ake  a  p i c t u r e  of t h i s  t h i n g ,  and they s p o t t e d  him 
and h i s  camera, and everybody f r o z e  and turned t h e i r  backs 
and s a i d ,  "Watch it. He's go t  a camera! I' They stopped 
what they were doing, and they a l l  turned away, and HAEBERLE 
took a p i c t u r e  of t h e  group of people.  There was some 
d i scuss ion  as  t o  what they were going t o  do wi th  them, and 
somebody s a i d ,  " K i l l  them." I s t a r t e d  t o  walk away from 
them, because I didn ' t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  want t o  s e e  t h i s .  
Anyhow, t h e r e  was a l o t  of f i r i n g .  One G I  had an M-60. 
I d i d n ' t  know i f  they used t h a t .  There was some automatic 
f i r e .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  whether it was the  M-60 o r  an M-16, 
I 'm  not  s u r e ,  b u t  anyway I went on and turned around. I 
th ink  HAEBERLE s t ayed  behind f o r  a l i t t l e  whi le .  I know 
we g o t  separa ted  t h e r e  f o r  a minute o r  so .  

Q About how f a r  away were you when you turned  
around t o  look? 

A. A t  t he  time I turned  around I was probably 30 
f e e t  away. 

Q You had a c l e a r  view. I t  was no t  obs t ruc ted  
by bushes? 

A. No, it was r i g h t  on the  road. 

& About how many people were i n  t h i s  group? 

A. Five o r  s i x  o r  seven. A small  group. They 
were a l l  brought out  of one hootch,  which was o f f  t o  our  
l e f t  i n  the d i r e c t i o n  we were moving. 

Q. Do you r e c a l l  the  number of s o l d i e r s  t h a t  were 
t h e r e ?  

(ROBE RTS ) APP T-23 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

Probably four  o r  f i v e .  

Did you know any of them? 

A. No, I d i d n ' t .  

Q. Any d i s t i n c t i v e  f e a t u r e s  about them? 

A. 1 c a n ' t  remember any of  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  a t  a l l .  

Q - Were they black o r  white? 

A. I th ink  they were a  p r e t t y  mixed group, as  f a r  
as  I can r e c a l l .  There was a guy wi th  an M-60, a s  I 
remember, and a couple of o t h e r  guys. The guy doing the  
y e l l i n g  was whi te ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  remember who d id  anything. 

Do you remember t h e  rank on h i s  arm? 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  A l o t  of t h e  people d i d n ' t  
have much rank on t h e i r  uniforms. 

I understand. A l l  r i g h t ,  would you cont inue? 

A. The next  t h i n g  I r e c a l l  was see ing  a  body being 
thrown out  of a  hootch,  o r  from t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of  a  hootch. 
It was being dragged by two G I ' s ,  and was dumped down a 
wel l .  HAEBERLE wasn ' t  with me r i g h t  a t  t h e  t ime I saw 
t h i s .  He came up about t h e  time they dumped it down the  
we l l .  I s a i d :  "Did you s e e  t h a t ?  They dumped t h a t  guy 
down t h e  wel l . "  And he went over and took a p i c t u r e  of 
it. 

Q. Would you mark the  s p o t ,  p l ease .  

A. I ' l l  mark it as 10 on t h a t .  I would assume 
t h a t  i t  would be i n  t h e  path-- 

Q- ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )  i e s .  

A. But a s  I remember, those a r e  t h e  only i n c i d e n t s  
t h a t  I can r e c a l l  as  we moved through t h e  v i l l a g e ,  o t h e r  
than the  normal f i g u r e s  t h a t  I l a t e r  saw q u i t e  a few times. 
People s e t t i n g  f i r e s ,  dumping r i c e  o u t  on t h e  ground, and 
s c a t t e r i n g  any o t h e r  supp l i e s  they might have i n  the  hootch. 

Q. Going back t o  p o i n t  9 f o r  a  moment, d i d  you 
observe Captain MEDINA i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of  t h e  group of men, 
women, and t h e  s o l d i e r s ?  
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A. No, s i r ,  I d i d n ' t .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t a l k i n g  t o  
Captain MEDINA. I remember see ing  him a t  va r ious  t imes ,  
b u t  I d o n ' t  remember ques t ioning  him o r  t a l k i n g  t o  him 
a t  any time t h a t  I was moving through t h e  v i l l a g e .  I 
saw him a t  d i f f e r e n t  times between hootches d i r e c t i n g  
opera t ions ,  and I could hea r  some g u n f i r e ,  bu t  i t  a l l  
sounded f r i e n d l y .  No one was worried about it. 

Q. By t h i s  time d id  you s e e  anybody e l s e  whom 
you recognized as  an o f f i c e r ?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l ,  s i r .  I know, of course ,  t h a t  
if t h e r e  were two p la toons  i n  t h e r e ,  then  t h e s e  were two 
jun io r  o f f i c e r s  i n  t h e r e ,  but  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  I d i d n ' t  
know anybody e l s e  o t h e r  than Captain MEDINA and I d i d n ' t  
care .  I wasn' t w r i t i n g  a s t o r y  on i n d i v i d u a l s ,  and I d i d n ' t  
th ink  t h a t  it was necessary ,  un less  something took p lace  
where an i n d i v i d u a l  would need . t o  be h igh l igh ted .  

Q U p  t o  t h i s  p o i n t ,  t hen ,  you h a d n ' t  observed 
any o f f i c e r  o t h e r  t h a t  Captain MEDINA? 

A. No one t h a t  I recognized as an o f f i c e r .  A s  
I remember, we came ou t  t o  t h e  edge of t h e  v i l l a g e  a t  
t h i s  time a t  an i n t e r s e c t i o n  h e r e  t h a t  I ' l l  mark as  11, 
south of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  i n  t h e  road which comes o u t  of an 
i n t e r s e c t i o n  marked as  11. There was a p i l e  of bodies  
about 50 meters away. Anyhow, f a r  enough away s o  t h a t  I 
could i d e n t i f y  t h e  c lo th ing  and t h e  f a c t  they  were men 
and women and nothing e l s e  o t h e r  than--and children--and 
I wondered whether they had been h i t  by an a r t i l l e r y  
bar rage  o r  why they were l y i n g  t h e r e .  

Q a Could you descr ibe  how they were ly ing?  Were 
they a l l  grouped toge the r?  Were they a l l  s t r u n g  ou t?  

A. They were a l l  i n  an a r e a  of probably 15 t o  20 
f e e t  along the  road. They seemed a11 t o  be i n  one p a r t i -
c u l a r  a r e a  out  i n  t h e  road and a ways up from us .  Maybe 
i t  wasn' t q u i t e  50 meters .  A t  l e a s t  i t  was a good ways 
from us.  The progression of events  t h a t  I can remember 
a f t e r  t h i s  may be somewhat d i s t o r t e d  because'we s tayed 
i n  t h i s  genera l  a r e a  f o r  t h e  r e s t  of the  t ime we were 
with Char l ie  Company. 

Q *  Did HAEBERLE t ake  some photos of t h i s  group? 

A. He went ou t  t h e r e  l a t e r ,  not  r i g h t  a t  the  time 
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w e  came o u t  t h e r e ,  b u t  he went o u t  t h e r e  l a t e r  and took 
a p i c t u r e .  I d i d n ' t  go o u t  t h e r e .  The f i r s t  t h i n g  t h a t  
happened w i t h  t h a t  group w a s  t h e r e  was a sma l l  ch i ld - -a  
t o d d l e r ,  maybe 2 o r  3 y e a r s  old--young. I t  was 
r i g h t  i n  t h e  a r e a  of t h e s e  bodies  and seemed t o  be search-
i n g  o r  walking around,  and a G I  came a long  and saw him o u t  
there--saw t h a t  w e  w e r e  watching-.-dropped t o  one knee,  g o t  
a good s t e a d y  p o s i t i o n  wi th  h i s  M-16, and f i r e d  o f f  a 

' '  s i n g l e  s h o t  and dropped t h e  c h i l d ,  and I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  be ing  
r e v o l t e d  by it. I guess because of t h e  d i s t a n c e ,  b u t  it 
j u s t  seemed awful ly  s t r a n g e .  Probably any number of t h i n g s  
r an  through my mind, b u t  I j u s t  r e c a l l  t h i s  happening,  and 
it w a s  a f t e r  t h i s  t h a t  HAEBERLE walked o u t  t h e r e  and took 
a p i c t u r e .  

Q - Could you d e s c r i b e  t h e  s o l d i e r  t h a t  f i r e d  on 
the  c h i l d ?  

A. I t h i n k  t h a t  he was w h i t e ,  b u t  I don ' t ' remember  
f o r  s u r e .  I d o n ' t  have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of  any i n d i v i d u a l s  
o t h e r  t han  a guy, FLYNN, who I b e l i e v e  was i n  t h e  a r e a  a t  
t h a t  t i m e .  . .  

Q . I b e l i e v e  you mentioned FLYNN i n  your  s t a t emen t?  

A. Y e s ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  recal l  whether he saw t h a t ,  
because t h i n g s  a t  t h a t  t ime a r e  s o  jumbled i n  my mind t h a t  
I don' t r e c a l l  i t s  a p p l i c a t i o n .  

Q. FLYNN w a s  one of  Capta in  MEDINA's  RTO Is?  

A.  H e  w a s  c a r r y i n g  a r a d i o .  He normally was wi th  
- t h e  mor ta r  p l a t o o n ,  b u t  t h a t  day he was c a r r y i n g  a r a d i o .  
+ I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h a t  he was MEDINA's  RTO. H e  probably was 

somebody's. The only t ime I s a w  him was around t h a t  
i n t e r s e c t i o n ,  and J E D I N A  was--not a t  t h i s  t i m e ,  b u t  r i g h t  
a f t e r  that--was a t  t h i s  i n t e r s e c t i o n  i n  t h e  g e n e r a l  a r e a .  

Q. Did you have a conve r sa t ion  wi th .  FLYNN a t  t h i s  
p o i n t ?  

A. Y e s ,  a t  some t ime.  I t  w a s  p robably  a f t e r  t h a t .  
I asked FLYNN, "What's t h e  s t o r y  h e r e ?  What ' s  going on?" 
I had known him a t  Schof i e ld  i n  Hawaii. He had been i n  
the company where I was company c l e r k ,  and .I asked him 
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uha t  they were supposed t o  be doing,  and he s a i d  they  were 
a t  a meeting t h e  n i g h t  be fo re ,  and they  were a l l  pepped up. 
He i n d i c a t e d  t o  me--I d o n ' t  remember any of h i s  words--
but  i t  had been something l i k e  a pep r a l l y .  "We a r e  going 
t o  g e t  i n  t h e r e  and c lean  out  t h i s  n e s t  of VC,"  which had 
caused them a l o t  of t r o u b l e  r e c e n t l y .  A very f o r c e f u l  
speech. Tha t ' s  t h e  impression t h a t  I g o t ,  what they  were 
t a l k i n g  about.  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  h i s  saying what t h e  words 
were. He's kind of a q u i e t ,  e l u s i v e  type person,  and he 
d i d n ' t  t e l l  me much. 

Q Did he desc r ibe  t h e  o rde r s  regarding  whether 
they were t o  burn t h e  houses,  des t roy  t h e  l i v e s t o c k ?  Did 
he say what they were t o  do wi th  the  people i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  h i s  mentioning any of  t h a t ,  sir. 
Other than what I a l ready mentioned, he  j u s t  k ind  of  smiled,  
turned  around, kicked h i s  t o e s ,  and s a i d ,  "I d o n ' t  know. 
We a r e  supposed t o  go i n  he re .  We had a b i g  meeting l a s t  
n i g h t ,  and they s a i d  we a r e  going t o  go i n  t h e r e  and c lean  
i t  ou t . "  And I s a i d ,  "Okay." 

Q - It wasn 't anything s p e c i f i c ,  then? 

A. No, I d i d n ' t  push it. He d i d n ' t  want t o  t a l k  t o  
me. 

8 What was your impression,  a t  t h e  t ime,  of what h i s  
meaning was? 

A. Well ,  I t h i n k  I a l ready s t a t e d  t h a t - - t h a t  it was 
something t h a t  amounted t o  a pep r a l l y  . the  n i g h t  before .  
That they were going i n  and wipe ' o u t  women o r  c h i l d r e n  o r  any-
thing.  He s a i d  they were going t o  e l i m i n a t e  it a s  a t r o u b l e  
spo t .  

Q Okay, what was next?  

A. The next  i n c i d e n t  t h a t  I r e c a l l  was, I b e l i e v e ,  
a wounded boy came up t o  t h i s  i n t e r s e c t i o n  and stopped r i g h t  
i n  f r o n t  of HAEBERLE and me, probably 8 o r  1 0  f e e t  from 
us. I be l i eve  he was wounded i n  t h e  f ace  and one of  h i s  
arms, and j u s t  s tood t h e r e  s t a r i n g  i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  wi thout  
c ry ing  o r  g iv ing  any i n d i c a t i o n  of pa in  o r  d i s t r e s s - - j u s t  
more o r  l e s s  an express ion  of  shock. So HAEBERLE went 
forward t o  t ake  a closeup of t h i s  i n d i v i d u a l  wi th  h i s  own 
camera, I guess t o  g e t  t h e  "war t o r n  i n j u r e d  waste" type 
photo. J u s t  as he was focusing on t h e  i n d i v i d u a l ,  probably 
wi th in  about 6 f e e t  of him--the person gave no i n d i c a t i o n  
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of h i s  be ing  t h e r e  o r  anything l i k e  that--and somebody 
came by. I d o n ' t  know where he came from, b u t  a l l  of a 
sudden t h e r e  was a guy s tanding  r i g h t  next  t o  me t h a t  
f i r e d  t h r e e  sho t s  i n t o  t h i s  k i d .  J u s t  threw t h e  k i d  
r i g h t  over backwards and s u r p r i s e d  me. I d i d n ' t  even 
n o t i c e  t h e  person walking up on me. 

Q This was a s o l d i e r  wi th  an M-16? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  and HAEBERLE a t  t h e  t ime was looking 
through h i s  camera. He j u s t  r a i s e d  up h i s  head, turned 
around a couple of times i n  t h e  road-- just  s t a r i n g  and 
wondering what had gone on. H e  walked back over  t o  me and 
s a i d ,  "Wow, d i d  you see  t h a t :  I was looking through the 
viewfinder ,  and t h e  guy--it j u s t  looked l i k e  it was a 
zoom l e n s  e f f e c t .  He j u s t  f lew away from me r i g h t  i n  
the  l e n s  ," and "What d i d  the  guy do t h a t  f o r ?  I d o n ' t  
know what ' s  going on. 'I This was probably t h e  most shocking 
t h i n g  t o  m e  t h a t  I r e c a l l .  It r e a l l y  s e t  i n  my mind. 

Q. Did HAEBERLE go ahead and t a k e  t h e  photograph
then? Do you . r e c a l l ?  

A. I d o n ' t  t h ink  he d id .  I d o n ' t  know. I d o n ' t  
remember . 
&. Where was Captain MEDINA about t h i s  time? 

A. I d i d n ' t  see  h i m  around t h e r e .  It was r i g h t  
a f t e r  t h a t  t h a t  I saw him, though. He must have been 
somewhere back i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q. You i n d i c a t e d  i n  a p r i o r  s ta tement  t o  the  C I D  
t h a t  he was i n  the  immediate a r e a  about t h i s  t i m e ,  and t h a t  
he observed t h e  bodies on t h e  road. 

A. Well, he d id .  Yes. He observed t h e  bodies on 
t h e  road. 

Q. Did you see  him i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  bodies? 

A. The f i r s t  time I remember t a l k i n g  t o  him o r  being 
with him, a f t e r  I t a l k e d  t o  him when we f i r s t  came i n t o  t h e  
v i l l a g e ,  was, I t h i n k ,  when he walked by us  on the  road t h a t  
runs along the  edge of the  v i l l a g e .  

Q- Was t h i s  a t  p o i n t  11? 

A. Yes, s ir .  I ' m  s t i l l  a t  p o i n t  11. 

Q. You're s t i l l  a t  po in t  11. Yes? 
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A. A s  I r e c a l l ,  he must have been walking along t h e  
path t h a t  surrounded t h e  v i l l a g e  moving wes te r ly  h e r e ,  and 
s o  I f e l l  i n  behind him here  and walked along wi th  him. 
W e  came t o  a hootch j u s t  a few meters down t h e  road there--
20 o r  30 meters down t h e  road, I t  had a l i t t l e  yard-
l i k e  a rea ,  and we went i n  t h e r e  and had a bunch of guys around 
us searching baske t s  and everyth ing ,  and they brought t h i s  
o l d  man out  of t h e  hootch. He was r e a l l y  o l d ,  and he was 
smi l ing  and everything.  He was t r y i n g  t o  be f r i e n d l y .  They 
set  him down on a stump, o r  something l i k e  t h a t ,  on t h e  f r o n t  
yard  of t h i s  hootch. The i n t e r p r e t e r  was t h e r e ,  because 
he asked him some ques t ions .  

Q- Do you remember i f  t h e r e  was an M I  o f f i c e r  t h e r e  
with the  i n t e r p r e t e r ?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember. I assume t h e r e  was. There 
were s e v e r a l  people i n  t h i s  a r e a  around. There 's  Captain 
MEDINA and, I guess,  h i s  RTO. I know the  i n t e r p r e t e r  was 
t h e r e ,  because he asked some ques t ions .  Some o t h e r  people 
were searching,  

Q Did it appear t h a t  h i s  pa r ty  was wi th  him t h e r e ?  

A. The people t h a t  he had kept  around him, I th ink  
most of them were t h e r e .  It was l i k e  h i s  l i t t l e  headquar ters  
u n i t .  The company commander and t h e  group of guys t h a t  run 
around with him a l l  t h e  tinz. Anq7hsw, thcy asked t h i s  guy 
some ques t ions ,  and the  i n t e r p r e t e r  ind ica ted  t h a t  he d i d n ' t  
know anything, o r  something t o  t h a t  e f f e c t .  Anyhow, he wasn ' t  
of any i n t e l l i g e n c e  value,  So, I d o n ' t  know what MEDINA 
said--"Burn t h e  hootch, " o r  something l i k e  tha t - - " Jus t  s t a r t  
on the  d e s t r u c t i o n  of t h i s  p l a c e , "  and s t a r t e d  t o  walk away; 
and they s a i d  something about,  you know, "What a r e  we going 
t o  do with t h i s  o l d  man, " and he ind ica ted  t h a t  he d idn  't 
care .  It wasn ' t  t h e  type of dec i s ion  he was supposed t o  
make. Anyhow, I d o n ' t  remember what he s a i d .  I remember 
t h a t  he j u s t  walked away and ignored the  whole s i t u a t i o n ,  
and s o  I dropped i n  behind him. By t h a t  time we were back 
on t h e  road again.  They s h o t  t h a t  o l d  man. I d i d n ' t  see 
him sho t ,  b u t  he was s h o t ,  and Captain MEDINA d i d n ' t  s e e  him 
e i t h e r .  He w a s  probably 10 t o  15 f e e t  ahead of me. I ' m  
su re  t h a t  he heard t h e  sho t s .  He continued on. He d i d n ' t  
s t o p  o r  anything. 

Q. Could I ask you t o  l o c a t e  t h i s  p l a c e  on t h e  map. 

A. I ' l l  mark it as what? 12? 
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12, yes .  

It  was i n  t h i s  d i r e c t i o n .  . . 

Q I see .  You were moving i n  a wes te r ly  d i r e c t i o n ,  
then,  along the  path.  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  t h i s  w a s  w e s t  of t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  where 
we spen t  most of our  t i m e .  

Q. Could I a l s o  ask you t o  th ink  hard  and r e c a l l ,  a s  
b e s t  you can,  what Captain MEDINA s a i d  when he w a s  asked, 
"What should we do with t h e  o l d  man?" 

i 

A. S i r ,  I th ink  I t o l d  you. A s  I remember back I 
d o n ' t  r e c a l l  h i s  saying anything. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any 
s p e c i f i c  words t h a t  were spoken. A l l  I r e c a l l  i s  t h e  
impression t h a t  he was ignor ing  t h e  s i t u a t i o n .  It was 
something t h a t  he wasn ' t  requi red  t o  make a d e c i s i o n  on, 
because t h e r e  was somebody e l s e  t h e r e  t o  handle it. He 
j u s t  probably s a i d  something t o  the  e f f e c t  o f ,  " I  d o n ' t  
care .  " 

Q* Now, i n  your s ta tement  t o  t h e  C I D ,  your recol -
l e c t i o n  a t  t h a t  time--you s a i d  th-at--well,  I ' l l  read a 
few sentences from t h e  s ta tement :  "At one p o i n t  an o l d  man 
was l e d  from a h u t .  The s o l d i e r s  asked. Captain MEDINA 
what they should do with him. MEDINA t o l d  t h z  man--he 
t o l d  t h e  men t h a t  t h e  o l d  man had no m i l i t a r y  value and 
he d i d n ' t  want him." Does t h i s  comport wi th  your recol -
l e c t i o n ?  

A. Yes, I guess so .  I t ' s  r e a l l y  d i f f i c u l t - - I  know 
t h a t  i t  i s  important--

Q. Do you r e c a l l  t h a t  t h i s  i s  what you t o l d  t h e  
i n t e r r o g a t o r  when you made your s ta tement  t o  t h e  CID? 

A. Oh y e s ,  now t h a t  you read  it. Yes, sir. I 
remember s t a t i n g  t h a t ,  and I know t h a t  it i s  impor tant  for 
you people t o  know e x a c t l y  what took p l a c e ,  b u t  I just--
r e a l l y ,  t h e  only t h i n g  t h a t  I can be s u r e  of i s  coming 
away from t h a t  t h i n g  with t h e  impression t h a t  MEDINA 
d i d n ' t  have any d e s i r e  t o  keep the  guy. He d i d n ' t  want 
t o  be bothered with him. He had o t h e r  t h i n g s  t o  do. 

Q. Did he make a ges tu re  f o r  example, do you r e c a l l ?  
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A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  

Q - .  ~ l lr i g h t .  We were a t  p o i n t  12. 

A.  Yes, sir.  I be l i eve  when MEDINA walked away he 
walked back toward p o i n t  11, t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  t h a t  we  
r e f e r r e d  t o  before.  I followed him, and we might have gone 
beyond po in t  11 t h e r e ,  and he was s t i l l  d i r e c t i n g  sea rch  
and des t roy ,  and i t  was about t h i s  time t h a t  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  
s h o t  himself through the  f o o t .  I was c lose  t o  MEDINA,  bu t  
I was c l o s e r  t o  the  i n t e r s e c t i o n .  I must have been follow-
i n g  h i m ,  because I ran  around t h e r e  when I heard t h e  s h o t .  
I heard a bunch of people y e l l i n g ,  "medic," and they leaned 
t h i s  guy up a g a i n s t  t h e  wal l  of a hootch, and t h e  medic was 
t ak ing  h i s  boot  of f  and mopping h i s  brow and app l i ed  what-
eve r  he appl ied  t o  h i s  f o o t .  MEDINA c a l l e d  a dus to f f  
chopper, and HAEBERLE went i n t o  ac t ion- - s t a r t ed  snapping 
p i c t u r e s .  This was a good chance t o  do an e n t i r e  p i c t u r e  
s t o r y  of a wounded G I  being evacuated,  and I asked somebody--
you know, "How d i d  he do i t ,  what happened?" And they  s a i d ,  
"Well, he s h o t  himself  through t h e  f o o t  whi le  he was c l e a r -
i n g  h i s  .45. " 

Q Do you remember the  name of t h e  wounded s o l d i e r ?  

A .  I d i d n ' t  even g e t  it down a t  t h e  t ime. I saw 
t h e  f i r s t  s e r g e a z t  cf C Csmpany a conple cf days l a t e r - -
he s tayed a t  Bronco most of the  time--and g o t  t h e  name of 
the  i n d i v i d u a l ,  b u t  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  i t  r i g h t  now. 

Q - Does the  name CARTER Seem f a m i l i a r ?  

A. CARTER, Y e s .  I b e l i e v e  i t  was CARTER. 

Q Would you mark on t h e  photograph, p l e a s e ,  the  
p o i n t  where t h e  s o l d i e r  had s h o t  himself a c c i d e n t a l l y .  

A. That would be i n  t h e  a r e a  of p o i n t  11. 

Q S t i l l  near  p o i n t  l l ?  

A. A s  I r e c a l l ,  t h e r e  was a  b u i l d i n g  r i g h t  about a t  
t h i s  i n t e r s e c t i o n ,  and he was on t h e  nor thern  s i d e  of the  
bu i ld ing ,  and he was leaning up a g a i n s t  the  nor thern  s i d e  
of the  b u i l d i n g ,  which was r i g h t  about a t  t h i s  i n t e r s e c t i o n .  
You want me t o  put  another  p o i n t  t h e r e ?  
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Q. No, t h a t ' s  a l l  r i g h t .  You have i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  
t h a t  w a s  q u i t e  c l o s e  t o  p o i n t  11. 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  So they  ga the red  up h i s  equipment, 
which they  had t aken  o f f  of him when they  l eaned  him up 
a g a i n s t  t h e  b u i l d i n g ,  and as soon as the--wel l ,  w e  took 
him ove r  t o  t h e  a r e a  of what I have i n d i c a t e d  as p o i n t  
1 2  on t h e  map h e r e ,  o r  i n  a w e s t e r l y  d i r e c t i o n  from 
where he was a long  t h a t  road ,  r i g h t  a long  t h e  edge of 
t h e  v i l l a g e ,  and w e  wai ted  t h e r e  a t  t h e  edge of t h e  road 
and t h e  d u s t o f f  chopper came i n  and they  popped smoke 
and they  landed .  I t h i n k  I c a r r i e d  some of h i s  equipment 
o u t  t o  p u t  on t h e  h e l i c o p t e r .  MEDINA s a i d  something about  
g e t t i n g  h i s  weapon. 

Q. Is t h a t  s t a n d a r d  procedure  t h a t  t hey  use  when 
they  send a  man t o  t h e  h o s p i t a l ?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l ,  b u t  anyhow, w e  p u t  h i s  equipment 
on t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  and set  him up t h e r e .  H e  looked l i k e  
he w a s  i n  p a i n  S u t  he d idn '  t look  l i k e  he w a s  t o o  unhappy 
about  i t - - g e t t i n g  o u t  of  t h e  f i e l d .  Then I recal l  g e t t i n g  
t h e  impress ion  t h a t  MEDINA thought  he w a s  probably t r y i n g  
t o  g e t  o u t  o f  something,  b u t  I d o n ' t  remember what-- 

Q . Nothing d e f i n i t e  s a i d  a long  t h a t  l i n e ?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  whether  it was a t  t h a t  t ime o r  
whether  when I t a l k e d  t o  F i r s t  Se rgean t  HOBSCHIED t o  g e t  
h i s  name. Whether he s a i d  t h a t  t h e y  were i n v e s t i g a t i n g  
t o  see--I  j u s t  recal l  t h a t  t h e r e  was some type  o f  q u e s t i o n  
as t o  whether he d i d  it on purpose.  

Q. Could you mark t h e  p l a c e  where t h e  d u s t o f f  
h e l i c o p t e r  came i n ?  Was it o u t  some d i s t a n c e  from p o i n t  12? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  i t ' s  , r i g h t  immediately a d j a c e n t  t o  p o i n t  
1 2 .  I ' l l  mark it a s  p o i n t  13.  I t  was i n  t h e  paddy. W e l l ,  
I c a n ' t  be c e r t a i n  of e x a c t l y  where it w a s  b u t  it was i n  t h e  
Paddy j u s t  west  o f  p o i n t  11, 10 or  1 5  meters  and sou th  of 
P o i n t  1 2 .  

Q. Fine .  

A .  I t  w a s  i n  a  paddy r i g h t  a t  t h e  edge o f  t h a t  road.  
Anyhow, he l e f t  and t h i n g s  a t  t h i s  t ime looked--I ,  of cou r se ,  
at t h i s  t i m e  had been a l l  t h e  way through t h e  v i l l a g e  a s  
f a r  as I wanted t o  go--and e v e r y t h i n g  seemed l i k e  it had 
a l r e a d y  t aken  p l a c e ,  as f a r  a s  I w a s  concerned--as f a r  a s  
t h e r e  be ing  any s t o r y .  It  w a s  about  a t  t h i s  t i m e  t h a t  I would 
l i k e  t o  s e e  some of t h e  o t h e r  u n i t s  and s e e  what t hey  were. 
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doing and what kind of a c t i o n  they were involved i n .  
About t h i s  time I asked Captain MEDINA i f  he could g e t  
me a chopper t o  t a k e  me over  t o  where B Company was, and 
some of t h e  guys were t ak ing  a break,  and some were search-
ing  hootches along t h e r e .  Captain MEDINA c a l l e d  a chopper 
f o r  me. I th ink  we s a t  along t h e  edge of the  road t h e r e  
f o r  a couple of minutes,  and then  a  chopper came, and we 
l e f t  t h e  area .  

Q Did you, i n  walking through the  v i l l a g e  as  you 
ind ica ted ,  d i d  you observe any o t h e r  bodies o t h e r  than  
those you have mentioned? 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any o t h e r  than those t h a t  I have 
mentioned. I r e c a l l  a l o t  of d e s t r u c t i o n  t ak ing  p l a c e ,  
which was a f a i r l y  normal m i l i t a r y  t a c t i c ,  because we  w e r e  

- i n  what was assumed t o  be,  and what has  been proven t o  be,  
an enemy s t ronghold ,  and they were des t roying  t h e  enemy's 
foods tuf f  and l i v e s t o c k  and water  and what have you. 

Q .  Did you s e e  any r e s i d e n t s  of the  v i l l a g e ,  
c i v i l i a n s  i n  the v i l l a g e  who were a l i v e ?  

A. No, I d o n ' t  be l i eve  so.  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  anybody 
o t h e r  than those t h a t  I have previously mentioned. 

Q .  From y o ~ raccount,  as I r e c a l l ,  those whom you 
d id  see  a l i v e  were l a t e r  k i l l e d ?  

A ,  Y e s ,  s i r ,  A l l ,  except  I d o n ' t  know what happened 
t o  t h e  o ld  man t h a t  they were ques t ioning  when I f i r s t  came 
i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  when I f i r s t  met Captain MEDINA. I b e l i e v e '  
he had two c h i l d r e n  with him, a l s o .  

Q. ' 
I n  your p r i o r  s ta tement  you had mentioned one 

c h i l d .  

A. Well, t h i s  was* back i n  September. I ' v e  g o t  t h e  
wor ld ' s  worst  memory. I be l i eve  he had a c h i l d  o r  two with 
him, and I d o n ' t  know what they d i d  with him. I assumed a t  
the  time t h a t  they were evacuat ing him f o r  ques t ioning .  I 
didn '  t pay any more a t t e n t i o n  t o  it. 

Q Now, how many people would you es t ima te  were 
k i l l e d  t h e r e  i n  My Lai  ( 4 ) ? '  I ' m  speaking of c i v i l i a n s ,  now? 

A. Well, s ir ,  I r e a l l y  d o n ' t  know how you d i s t i n g u i s h  
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a c i v i l i a n  from anybody e l s e .  The only f i g u r e s  t h a t  I 
had a t  t h e  time were, of course,  t h e  o f f i c i a l  f i g u r e s ,  
which came t o  128 k i l l e d  i n  t h e  e n t i r e  opera t ion .  That 
included B Company and one of B Company's p la toons ,  which 
was s e p a r a t e  from it, and had some c o n t a c t  along t h e  c o a s t .  
From what I saw, t h e r e  were probably--I probably d i d n ' t  s e e  
more than 50 bodies  myself ,  and of  t h e s e  t h e r e  were women 
and c h i l d r e n  included.  Whether they were--what percentage 
of them could be c l a s s i f i e d  a s  d e f i n i t e l y  c i v i l i a n s - - t h e  
only persons t h a t  I could d e f i n i t e l y  c l a s s i f y  a s  a 
c i v i l i a n  would be a small  c h i l d .  

Q Y e s ,  I ' l l  rephrase  t h e  ques t ion .  J u s t  how 
many people d i d  you see  k i l l e d ?  

A. I s a w  k i l l e d  probably--I saw probably about 20 
people k i l l e d  and about 50 people,  a l t o g e t h e r ,  dead, 
counting t h e  f ey  bodies I saw t h a t  I mentioned i n  t h e  
v i l l a g e  and t h e  people o u t  i n  t h e  road. This i s  a rough 
es t ima te .  

. . 

Q. Well, could you r e c a l l  how many of those  would 
you say were mi l i ta ry-age  males? 

A.  There were probably four  o r  f i v e  i n  t h e  f i r s t  
i n s t a n c e  t h a t  I mentioned, and t h e  two t h a t  popped up i n  
t h e  r i c e  paddy were probably mi l i ta ry-age  males. They 
looked l i k e  it from t h e  d i s t a n c e  t h a t  we were--the people 
t h a t  were i n  f r o n t  of t h e  hootch where t h e  s t raw was 
burning--I know the  guy whose l e g  went up was--appeared 
t o  be a male from where he was l y i n g  with t h e  s t r a w  p i l e d  
on him--probably a  mi l i ta ry-age  male. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  
what t h e  o t h e r  person was t h e r e .  The body t h a t  they 
dumped down t h e  we l l  was d e f i n i t e l y  a mi l i ta ry-age  male, 
and t h e  people t h a t  were l y i n g  ou t  i n  t h e  road,  I d o n ' t  
r e c a l l  who they were. I know t h e r e  were some smal l  
c h i l d r e n  and some women. There probably were some men, 
too ,  and with t h e  group t h a t  they brought o u t  of t h a t  
hootch t h e r e  weren ' t  any mi l i ta ry-age  males. So, I 
probably s a w ,  oh, around 10 mi l i ta ry-age  males. I ' m  
j u s t  guessing.  

9 .  Right.  Tha t ' s  t h e  b e s t  of your r e c o l l e c t i o n ?  

A .  Yes. 

9.  When you say "you ' re  guessing" you mean t h a t ' s  
t h e  b e s t  you r e c a l l ?  
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A. Yes. 

Q. To t h e  b e s t  of your r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  i n  o t h e r  
words. 

A. Yes. 

Q. A s  I understand i t ,  you l e f t  t h i s  a r e a  by
h e l i c o p t e r  then ,  and went t o  t h e  Bravo Company a rea?  

A .  Y e s .  

Q I th ink  we may want t o  go i n t o  t h a t  a l i t t l e  
l a t e r ,  and a l s o  a l i t t l e  l a t e r  we would l i k e  t o  go over  
some photographs with you, bu t  do you r e c a l l  about what 
t ime you l e f t  Char l i e  Company area?  

A. I t  w a s  probably around 11. I t  was be fo re  lunch. 
I j u s t  assumed t h a t  we s p e n t  j u s t  a couple of hours  t h e r e .  

Q. About how long d i d  you spend with Bravo Company? 

A .  A couple of hours.  We had a b i t e  t o  e a t  with 
them and moved t o  another  a r e a  a f t e r  t h i s ,  and we went back 
t o  LZ Dot t i e  about 1 o r  2 o ' c lock .  

Q Did anything occur  a t  LZ Dot t i e  t h a t  might be 
h e l p f u l  t o  us? 

A .  That af ternoon? 

Q Y e s ,  when you re turned ,  

A. When we went back t h e r e ,  I went t o  t h e  TOC t o  
f i n d  o u t  what a l l  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  elements were doing, what 
t h e  f i g u r e s  were, and f i n d  out--get an o v e r a l l  p i c t u r e  of 
t h e  opera t ion .  Major CALHOUN was on t h e  r a d i o  a t  t h e  t i m e  
i n  t h e  TOC and he d i d n ' t  want m e  i n  t h e r e .  A s  a ma t t e r  o f  
f a c t ,  he r an  me ou t  of t h e r e ,  s i r ,  which I d i d n ' t  a p p r e c i a t e  
a t  a l l .  Of course ,  we had never g o t t e n  along t o o  w e l l  
anyways--and I went back o u t  and Colonel BARKER came i n  
and I spoke t o  him and he remembered me and--you know--
I asked how everything was going,  and he s a i d ,  "Well, come 
on i n , "  and--you know--"We'll t a l k  it over ."  So, I went 
back i n t o  t h e  TOC with Colonel BARKER, and he showed me 
where t h e  u n i t s  had been on t h e  map and gave me t h e  
f i g u r e s  a t  t h a t  t ime,  which I th ink  were--I b e l i e v e  it 
mus t  have been about 3 o ' c lock  i n  t h e  af ternoon;  and I 
remember t h e  weapons t h a t  had been captured and 40 M-60 
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mortar rounds t h a t  I r e c a l l  t h a t  might have come i n  while  
I was t h e r e ,  because I wrote it down t h a t  they were destroy-
ing 40 M-60 rounds a t  t h i s  time--and j u s t  g iv ing  me an over-

. a l l  p i c t u r e  of what had taken p lace .  I asked him f o r  a 
. statement ,  "Give me a quote on your ppinion of the  oper-

a t i o n , "  th ings  l i k e  t h a t ,  and he s a i d  something t o  t h e  e f f e c t  
t h a t  it had been h ighly  s u c c e s s f u l ,  t h a t  w e  had two e n t i r e  
companies on t h e  ground i n  l e s s  than an hour and they had 

.moved s w i f t l y  with complete s u r p r i s e  t o  t h e  VC i n  the  a r e a ,  
and the  normal--what I considered a  normal statement--the 
kind of a s ta tement  t h a t  I usua l ly  got .  And I asked him, 
of course--I seem t o  r e c a l l  asking him about  the  high body 
count and the  low number of weapons, and he j u s t  i n d i c a t e d  
t o  me that--you know--that I would do a good job w r i t i n g  
the s t o r y ,  and s a i d :  "Don't worry about it," o r  something 
l i k e  t h a t .  He seemed t o  be happy with t h e  way t h e  opera t ion  
had gone--that t h e r e  was no o t h e r  p o l a r i z a t i o n  about the  
number of bodies ,  and I d i d n ' t  ask him about t h e  women and 
ch i ld ren  a t  t h e  t i n e .  

MR .WEST: General PEERS? 

10: Yes. When you . f i r s t  a r r i v e d  a t  F i r e  Support 
Base Dot t ie  t h a t  morning, you had a t  t h a t  time a d i scuss ion  
with Captain MEDINA. What d i d  he say t h a t  you were t o  do 
and who you were t o  be with and so  f o r t h ,  dur ing  the  course 
of t h i s  opera t ion  with C/1/20? 

A. He d i d n ' t  t e l l  me what t o  do. I t o l d  him t h a t  
I was assigned t o  t h i s  opera t ion  and I was going t o  do a 

.. s t o r y  on it and I wanted t o  go along. I d o n ' t  know whether 
he had been informed ahead of t ime i f  somebody would go 
along, and he seemed t o  have everyth ing  under c o n t r o l ,  and 
s a i d ,  w e l l ,  "Go over  t h e r e  and s e e  t h a t  guy over t h e r e .  
H e ' l l  g e t  you on a h e l i c o p t e r . "  Be d i d n ' t  say t h a t  I 
could o r  could n o t  do anything. He made arrangements f o r  
me t o  go along,  which was about normal f o r  our  opera t ions .  
We j u s t  kind of disappeared--didn ' t  ask q u e s t i o n s ,  and 
s tood out  of everybody's way. 

Q Did he t e l l  you t o  go wi th  any s p e c i f i c  squad 
o r  u n i t  and t o  s t a y  with them? 

A .  No, s i r .  He i n d i c a t e d  t h a t - - I  be l i eve  he gave 
me t h e  pe r son ' s  name t h a t  I was supposed t o  see  t o  go ou t  
with on t h e  h e l i c o p t e r ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  who t h a t  was. 
He d i d n ' t  t e l l  me t o  s t a y  with him. Of course,  I wouldn't  
have pa id  any a t t e n t i o n  t o  him, bu t  a l l  I asked him f o r  was 
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t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  o u t  t h e r e ,  and t h a t ' s  a l l  he gave m e .  

Q.  When you had been down s o u t h e a s t  of t h e  l and ing  
zone, somewhere i n  t h e  a r e a  o f  t h e  road j u n c t i o n ,  and had 
come back,  accord ing  t o  what I r e c a l l ,  you met Capta in  
MEDINA a t  about  9 o ' c l o c k .  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q .  A t  p o i n t  6 ,  i s  t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  Would you s o  
i n d i c a t e  on your  p o i n t  6 t h e  t i m e  a t  t h a t  point--0900. 
A s  I r e c a l l  your s t a t e m e n t ,  a t  t h a t  t ime Captain  MEDINA 
i n d i c a t e d  t o  you t h a t  t h e i r  body count  was i n  t h e  
neighborhood of  84?  

A. Yes, s i r .  I t h i n k  t h a t ' s  what I had i n  my 
n o t e s .  

Q.  Y e s .  

A. Which I thought  was p r e t t y  h igh  f o r  on ly  
having been on t h e  ground about  an hour and a h a l f .  I 
assumed t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  wave w a s  i n  about  0730. 

Q Did you q u e s t i o n  him a t  t h a t  t ime about  how 
t h e s e  people  had been k i l l e d  and what t hey  were? 

A. No, s i r .  I t h i n k  he s a i d  something about  t hey  
had r e c e i v e d  a  minimum o f , r e s i s t a n c e  and d i d n ' t  have much 
t r o u b l e ,  and t h a t  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  had been a succes s  s o  fa r .  

Q - Up t o  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  t ime ,  accord ing  t o  my 
r e c o l l e c t i o n  of  what you i n d i c a t e d ,  you had been sou th  
of  t h e  road and had come back. You came t o  about  f o u r  
bod ie s  on t h e  road ,  and a woman and a young g i r l  s o u t h  
o f  t h e  road--a lso ,  a couple  of i n d i v i d u a l s  o f f  t o  t h e  
s i d e ,  t o  t h e  wes t ,  t h a t  had been k i l l e d .  Did you r e p o r t  
t o  Captain  MEDINA a t  t h a t  t i m e  t h a t  you had seen  some 
noncombatants who had been k i l l e d ?  

A. NO,  s i r .  I d i d n ' t .  

Q.  Did you have any reason  f o r  n o t  t e l l i n g  him? 

A. No, b u t  I d i d n ' t  have any reason  t o  t e l l  him, 
r e a l l y .  Our job on t h e  o p e r a t i o n  was, o r  a s  I always 
thought  it was, j u s t  t o  a c t  a s  an o b s e r v e r ,  who never  
p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  any way u n l e s s  w e  had t o .  Of course--
a t  l e a s t  I never  d i d .  I d i d n ' t  e v e r  t e l l  him any th ing  
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t h a t  was going on i n  ano the r  a r e a ,  and I assumed t h a t  he 
was i n  complete c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  and d i d  know 
what was going on.  I d i d n ' t  v o l u n t e e r  any in fo rma t ion  
o r  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  any a c t i o n .  

10: W e ' l l  d i s c u s s  t h i s  l a t e r ,  s o  f a r  as what your  
o b l i g a t i o n s  and s o  f o r t h  amounted t o .  W e ' l l  t a k e  about  
a 7-minute break .  

(The h e a r i n g  r eces sed  a t  1043 hour s ,  17 
~ e c e m b e r  1969. ) 

(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1 1 0 2  hou r s ,  17 
December 1969. ) 

10: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR: A l l  pe rsons  who were p r e s e n t  when t h e  h e a r i n g  
r eces sed  a r e  a g a i n  p r e s e n t  wi th  t h e  excep t ion  of M r .  WEST. 

10:  M r .  ROBERTS, I have h e r e  an o b l i q u e  photo of 
My Lai  ( 4 ) .  What I ' m  a t t empt ing  t o  do h e r e  i s  t o  s e e  i f  
we can r e f r e s h  your  memory i n  any way i n  o r d e r  t o  f i x  
t h e  l o c a t i o n  of p o i n t  6 .  T h i s ,  f r a n k l y ,  i s  q u i t e  impor- 
t a n t  t o  o u r  unders tanding  of what happened i n  My L a i  ( 4 ) ,  
p r i m a r i l y  because ,  a s  you might w e l l  imagine,  it could  
involve  a d d i t i o n a l  u n i t s .  Now, h e r e  i n  t h i s  photo- - jus t  
t o  o r i e n t  you-- this  w a s  talcen from t h e  w e s t ,  about  ove r  i n  
he re  someplace a c r o s s  t h e s e  two f i e l d s  h e r e ,  looking  t o  
t h e  e a s t .  A s  you can s e e  a c r o s s  h e r e  i n  t h i s  d i r e c t i o n ,  
t h i s  p o i n t  would be r i g h t  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  You had 
mentioned a rounded co rne r .  Unfo r tuna t e ly ,  it does n o t  
show t h e  o t h e r  rounded co rne r  a t  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  of  t h e  
v i l l age- -nor thwes t  p o i n t  of t h e  v i l l a g e .  

A. I r e a l i z e  t h e  importance of t h i s .  I c e r t a i n l y  
would l i k e  t o  be s p e c i f i c ,  b u t  I r e a l l y  c a n ' t .  I know 
r i g h t  i n  t h e  a r e a  where we e n t e r e d  t h e  v i l l a g e  t h e r e  were 
hootches t h e r e ,  and t h e r e  was- - i t  was n o t  i n  t h e  a r e a  of 
t h i s  f i e l d  because we d i d n ' t  c r o s s  a f i e l d  surrounded by 
t r e e s  t o  g e t  i n t o  i t ,  and from t h e  d i r e c t i o n  we r e t u r n e d  
back t o  t h e  a r e a  of t h e  LZ o r  wherever I thought  we had 
landed--I would assume t h a t  it would be t h i s  c o r n e r  h e r e ,  
b u t  I s t i l l  s ay  i t ' s  probably t h i s  co rne r  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t -
i n g )  --what would be t h e  nor thwes t  co rne r .  

Q. That  would be r i g h t  about  i n  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  
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A. I would assume t h a t  it would probably be  r i g h t  
i n  h e r e .  W e  seemed t o  have walked e a s t e r l y ,  t h e n  s o u t h e r l y  
t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  l i k e  t h i s  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) ,  I t  d o e s n ' t  show t h e  
road.  

Q Here i s  t h e  road r i g h t  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  You 
c a n ' t  s e e  t h e  road ,  b u t  you can s e e  where t h e  t r a c k s  go up 
over  t h e  road and down t h e  o t h e r  s i d e .  T h a t ' s  t h e  road you 
a r e  r e f e r r i n g  t o ?  

A. Y e s ,  r i g h t .  This  would be ,  a s  I remember, t h e r e  
was a hootch and some t r e e s  a ways o u t .  

Q. T h a t ' s  a l s o  i d e n t i f i e d  wi th  t h i s ,  do you s e e ?  So 
t h a t ,  very d e f i n i t e l y ,  i s  t h e  s p o t  t h a t  you a r e  t a l k i n g  about .  

A. We came o u t  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  . T h a t ' s  a b s o l u t e l y  
d e f i n i t e .  From t h e  p a t h  t h a t  w e  took t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  I ' m  s t i l l  
n o t  c e r t a i n .  I t  would be  i n  t h i s  a r e a  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  i n  t h e  
nor thwest .  

Q. Could you have p o s s i b l y  come i n  through t h i s  a r e a  
and around i n  t h i s  f a sh ion?  

A. I t ' s  p o s s i b l e ,  b u t  from t h e  b e s t  of what I can r e -
member, it was probably h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  I d i d n ' t  have any-
t h i n g  a s  a  r e f e r e n c e  p o i n t .  I d i d n ' t  ha.ve anyth ing .  

Q I unders tand your  d i f f i c u l t y .  

(MR WEST e n t e r e d  t h e  h e a r i n g . )  

MR WALSH: I t  would appear  t o  me t h a t  t h e  p o i n t  i n d i c a t e d  by t h e  
w i t n e s s  is  n o t  t h e  nor thwes t  co rne r .  I t ' s  more d i r e c t l y  i n  t h e  
w e s t .  I f  t h i s  t r i a n g u l a r  p i e c e  r i g h t  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  and 
t h i s  t r i a n g u l a r  p i e c e  w e r e  h e r e - - i t  would be more i n  t h i s  a r e a  
t han  way up h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  

A. I r e c a l l  t h a t  when we went i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  we--at 
t h e  edge of  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  t h i s  road i n  t h e  lower p o r t i o n  of t h i s  
photograph would b e  what I r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  t h e  edge o f  t h e  
v i l l a g e .  They always had a path around it, s o  it would s e e m  
i n  my mind t h a t  when w e  c ros sed  t h e  road w e  w e r e  i n  t h e  v i l -
l a g e ,  o r  else I would have r e c a l l e d  t h a t  we p o s s i b l y  went 
a c r o s s  a f i e l d .  So, it would s e e m  t o  me t h a t  t h e  v i l l a g e - -
where t h e  v i l l a g e  came r i g h t  o u t  t o  t h i s  road ,  would be  where 
w e  e n t e r e d  it ,  though it could p o s s i b l y  have been maybe i n  
h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) ,  b u t  I t h i n k  i t  probably would be r i g h t  o u t  
h e r e ,  accord ing  t o  t h i s  a e r i a l  photo.  Some of t h e s e  b u i l d i n g s  
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come r i g h t  o u t  t o  t h e  edge here .  

MR WEST: He has i n d i c a t e d  t h e  northwest corner  of t h e  
photo. 

I0: I f ,  however--a suppos i t ion ,  M r .  ROBERTS--If i n  
f a c t  you had seen Captain MEDINA here  a t  9 o ' c l o c k ,  it would 
have changed t h e  l o c a t i o n  of t h e s e  o t h e r  i tems,  7 through 1 0 ,  
would it not?  

A. Y e s ,  it c e r t a i n l y  would. A s  I say ,  t h e s e  
p o i n t s  a r e  a l l  given with r e fe rence  t o  what I supposed t o  
be my rou te  through t h e  v i l l a g e .  I f  I ' m  i n c o r r e c t ,  t hen ,  
of course,  t h e  po in t s  would change. But a s  I r e c a l l ,  my 
path through t h e  v i l l a g e  was sweeping around t o  t h e  r i g h t ,  
meandering around t o  t h e  r i g h t ,  and coming o u t  a t  what I 
r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  p o i n t  11. 

Q. Yes, a l l  r i g h t .  Back t o  your o r i g i n a l  l o c a t i o n ,  
p o i n t  6 ,  t h a t  you have marked on t h e  map. When you were 
a t  t h a t  l o c a t i o n  d i d  you s e e  any t roops  deployed i n  t h e  
paddy f i e l d s  t o  t h e  n o r t h ,  looking across  here  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) ?  

A. No, sir.  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any t roops  o u t s i d e  t h e  
v i l l a g e  a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  o t h e r  than t h e  ones I had j u s t  l e f t .  

Q. You i n d i c a t e d  one p o i n t  t h a t  s t r u c k  you as  some-
t h i n g  be ing  unusual,  and then  you made a s ta tement  which 
I ' m  n o t  s u r e  I know how t o  i n t e r p r e t .  You i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  
t h i s  one s o l d i e r ,  much t o  your s u r p r i s e ,  was c u t t i n g  down 
s t a l k s  of corn,  and then  you ind ica ted  t h a t  you go t  i n  t h e  
" s p i r i t  of t h e  th ing"  and stomped down a  few. What do you 
mean by t h e  " s p i r i t  of t h e  th ing"?  

A. Well, I ' m  not  su re  t h a t  I can r e a l l y  expla in  
t h a t  very w e l l ,  sir. I t  seemed t h a t ,  a s  I s t a t e d  be fo re ,  
we t r y  t o  s t a y  o u t  of everybody's way and p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  
no p a r t  of t h e  ac t ion  unless-- i f  we ' re  i n  a  heavy f i r e  
f i g h t ,  of course ,  then  it would be necessary f o r  us t o  
j o i n  i n .  So I wouldn't  o r d i n a r i l y  do anything,  b u t  I 
no t i ced  t h i s  poor guy i s  whacking down t h i s  corn and 
HAEBERLE went walking through t h e  f i e l d  and stomping 
on some. So, I s a i d ,  "Well, I guess I might a s  w e l l  
he lp  t h e  poor guy o u t .  H e  looks l i k e  h e ' s  r e a l l y  working 
hard t h e r e , "  and I went through t h e  f i e l d  and stomped on 
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some, t o o ,  and I d o n ' t  know why. I jus t - -wel l ,  t h e y ' r e  
d e s t r o y i n g  t h e  enemy's food c rop ,  and I might as w e l l  h e l p  
o u t .  

Q What I w a s  t r y i n g  t o  r e l a t e  t h i s  f a c t  t o  w a s  
t h e  s p i r i t  of  agg res s iveness  o f  t h e  u n i t s  t h a t  w e r e  on 
t h e  ground and t h e  f e e l i n g  and t h e  a t t i t u d e  t h a t  t h e s e  
people  had,  which you d i s c u s s e d  i n  some d e t a i l  l a t e r  on.  

A. Y e s ,  sir. I t h i n k  by us ing  those  words, which 
may have been a poor choice--of t h e  " s p i r i t  of t h e  t h i n g . "  
I t h i n k  I meant t h a t  everybody was going about  t h e i r  
s e a r c h i n g  and d e s t r o y i n g  i n  an a m b i t i ~ u smanner, from 
what I could obse rve ,  and I wanted t o  c r o s s  t h a t  f i e l d  
anyhow, s o  I jumped r i g h t  i n  t h e r e  and he lped  him. I 
probably j u s t  s tepped  on t h r e e  o r  f o u r  o f  them when I 
walked a c r o s s  it, b u t  I remember doing it. 

Q. A s  you passed  through--I  f o r g e t  t h e  e x a c t  point- -
b u t  it was one p l a c e  where t h e  t r o o p s  had s e v e r a l  women and 
ch i ld ren - - a t  which t h e r e  was a l s o  t h e  problem of t h e  b l o u s e ,  
and you i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  you s a w  them and you t u r n e d ,  walked 
away, and t h e  n e x t  t h i n g  you e v i d e n t l y  t u rned  and s a w  t h a t  
t hey  w e r e  dead. Did you s e e  them dead on t h e  ground where 
t hey  had been sho t - -phys i ca l ly  on t h e  ground? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  They w e r e  on t h e  ground. 

Q. So your  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  i s  t h a t  t hey  w e r e  k i l l e d ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  they  c e r t a i n l y  were. They i n d i c a t e d  
t h a t  t h e y ,  you know, t h a t  t hey  d i d n ' t  know what t o  do w i t h  
them, and somebody s a i d  t h a t  t hey  w e r e  going t o  k i l l  them, 
and I ,  of  cou r se ,  b e l i e v e d  him immediately and dec ided  t h a t  
I d i d n ' t  want t o  s t a y  t h e r e .  T h a t ' s  why I tu rned  away. 
Probably,  t h e  reason  t h a t  I looked back was t o  see HAEBERLE 
o r  something, because I w a s n ' t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n t e r e s t e d  i f ,  
i n  f a c t ,  t hey  w e r e  l y i n g  on t h e  ground. 

Q. Did HAEBERLE t a k e  a p i c t u r e  of  t h e s e  people  a f t e r  
t hey  had been s h o t ?  

A .  I d o n ' t  know. I know he took a p i c t u r e  o f  them 
whi l e  t hey  were s t a n d i n g ,  because everybody moved back 
when he went i n  t o  t a k e  a p i c t u r e ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  know whether  
HAEBERLE took a p i c t u r e  of them on t h e  ground o r  n o t .  I 
d o n ' t  r e c a l l  whether  he d i d .  I w a s n ' t  w i th  him. H e  k i n d  
of  hung behind m e .  
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Q e  
With r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  o l d  man, d id  you g e t  t h e  

impression t h a t  t h i s  was the  ind iv idua l  t h a t  had provided 
t h e  information t h a t  t h e r e  were 30 o r  40  VC t h a t  had been 
i n  the v i l l a g e  and had depar ted  be fo re  t h e  CA t h a t  morning? 

A. The f i r s t  one tha t  I came upon when I met 
MEDINA, yes ,  sir.  They had been t a l k i n g  t o  him. I guess 
they were t a l k i n g  t o  him when I was t a l k i n g  t o  MEDINA. 
The f i r s t  t h i n g  t h a t  I remember a f t e r  asking MEDINA how 
the  opera t ion  had gone so  f a r  was t h i s  o l d  man s i t t i n g  
down t h e r e  on t h e  ground and, you know, they d i d n ' t  seem 
t o  be m i s t r e a t i n g  him o r  anything. They were t a l k i n g  
with him. The i n t e r p r e t e r  was t a l k i n g  with him, and 
MEDINA went up and t a lked  with whomever e l s e  was t h e r e ,  
and asked him what ' s  the  story--what d i d  he f i n d  o u t ,  
and MEDINA s a i d  something about t h e  number of VC t h a t  
had been i n  t h e r e  t h e  n i g h t  be fo re ,  and I seem t o  r e c a l l  
now, th inking  about it, t h a t  t h e r e  was something about 
the  d i r e c t i o n  they 'd  l e f t  i n ,  and whether B Company would 
be heading them off--whether they were going towards t h e  
s e a  o r ,  you know, who was going t o  c u t  o f f  t h e i r  escape; 
whether they were going t o  g e t  them o r  n o t ,  o r  i f  some of 
t h e  people t h a t  B Company had s h o t  a l ready were p a r t  of 
t h a t  group. I t  seems l i k e  I remember t h a t  somebody was 
chasing them. 

Q. Did you s e e  them k i l l  t h e  o l d  man? 

A. I d o n ' t  know i f  they k i l l e d  t h a t  o l d  man. The 
o ld  man t h a t  they k i l l e d ,  t h a t  I r e f e r r e d  t o ,  w a s  l a t e r ,  a t  
what I r e f e r r e d  t o  as  p o i n t  1 2  on t h i s  photo. I d i d n ' t  
see  them k i l l  him, e i t h e r .  I j u s t  know t h a t  they d id .  I 
don' t know what they d id  with t h a t  f i r s t  o l d  man. They 
might have evacuated him o r  rounded him up. 

Q. Did you see  t h e  f i r s t  o l d  man? 

A, Yes, sir. 

Q H e  was d i f f e r e n t  from t h e  second o l d  man, then? 

A.  H e  was only d i f f e r e n t  i n  memory i n  t h a t  t h e  p lace  
on t h e  map was d i f f e r e n t .  I c o u l d n ' t  t e l l  one o l d  man 
from another .  

Q The bodies t h a t  were on the  road about 50 
meters from p o i n t  11which you observed--did you ever  
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g e t  c l o s e  enough t o  them s o  you g o t  an impress ion about  
what might have k i l l e d  them? 

A.  No, sir.  I t h i n k  I assumed a t  t h e  t i m e  t h a t  
t hey  might ,have been h i t  by an a r t i l l e r y  p rep ,  b u t  it 
seems t o  m e  t h a t  when HAEBERLE and I were t a l k i n g  about  
it la te r  t h a t  n i g h t  o r  t h e  nex t  day o r  something l i k e  
t h a t ,  they c o u l d n ' t  have a l l  been s t a n d i n g  i n  one s p o t  
and g e t  h i t  by an a r t i l l e r y  prep .  I d i d n ' t  go o u t  t h e r e  
and i f  I had gone o u t  t h e r e  I might have been a b l e  t o  
t e l l  i f  t h e r e  w a s  a l o t  of  ground dug up around t h e r e ,  
o r  i f  they  had been s h o t  wi th  a gunship,  o r  i f  t hey  had 
been i n d i v i d u a l l y  s h o t ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  know, sir.  

Q. That  was going t o  be my nex t  q u e s t i o n ,  as t o  
whether t h e y  could have been h i t  by a gunship as t h e y  
might have been f l e e i n g  from t h e  sou the rn  edge of  t h e  
v i l l a g e ?  

A. I t  c e r t a i n l y  could have,  a l though they  d i d n ' t  
appear--the way they w e r e  l y i n g  o u t  there - - to  have been 
f l e e i n g ,  because when t h e y ' r e  f leeing--of  cou r se ,  as you 
know, i t ' s  n o t  t h a t  easy t o  h i t  a moving ta rge t - -and  
u s u a l l y  i f  they  were f l e e i n g  they  would be s c a t t e r e d  
a long  the  road,  b u t  they  seemed t o  be i n  an area of 15  
t o  20 f e e t .  

Q I b e l i e v e  you i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  it was a t  your
i n i t i a t i v e  t h a t  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  w a s  r eques t ed  t o  move you 
from t h e  a r e a  of  C/1/20 t o  t h e  area of B/4/3? 

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q I t  was s o l e l y  on your  i n i t i a t i v e .  Who else 
was on t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  b e s i d e s  you and HAEBERLE? 

A.  A t  t h a t  t ime t h e r e  w a s  nobody else on it, I 
b e l i e v e ,  o t h e r  t han ,  you know, t h e  crew. 

Q Do you recal l  whether o r  n o t  t h e  M I  o f f i c e r  
and h i s  i n t e r p r e t e r  w e r e  on t h e  aircraf-t  w i th  you? 

A. I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  they  w e r e ,  because when w e  
g o t  t o  B Company they  w e r e  t h e r e .  I d o n ' t  know whether  
t hey  had t h e i r  own, b u t  nobody went wi th  us over  t h e r e  
t h a t  I can r e c a l l .  H e  j u s t  took  us over  t h e r e  and w e  
popped smoke and we landed and w e  went over  t h e r e  and 
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joined them, and everybody looked t o  see  who we were, 
and he l e f t .  I r e c a l l  when we l e f t  t h e r e  and went 
back t o  LZ Dottie--when I c a l l e d  f o r  a chopper t o  go 
back t o  Dottie--Captain KOTOUC who had been an S2 
back i n  H a w a i i ,  who I d i d n ' t  even know was p a r t  of 
the  unit--he t r a n s f e r r e d  before we l e f t  f o r  Vietnam 
and t h a t ' s  t h e  f irst  time I had seen him i n  6 o r  
8 months--he g o t  off  of the  h e l i c o p t e r  as  we were 
g e t t i n g  on and I know t h a t  he l e f t ,  t oo ,  one time o r  
another. 

I0: I would l i k e  t o  confine t h e  ques t ions  of 
M r ,  -FY?CCRATE and t h e  o t h e r s  j u s t  t o  opera t ions  of 
~ : / 1 /20 . 
MR MACCRATE: I have extens ive  ques t ioning .  I 'd l i k e  
t o  go through t h e  v i l l a g e  again with you M r .  ROBERTS. 
You have taken me previously down t o  the  south as  you 
moved o r i g i n a l l y  with t h i s  squad and placed yourse l f  
i n  the squad and moved down. I have a p i c t u r e  of what 
you were doing a t  t h a t  t ime. What I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  s o r t  
out  i n  my own mind is  how you and M r .  HAEBERLE moved 
from t h a t  p o i n t  on. Now, where was M r .  HAEBERLE when 
you moved south i n  t h i s  l i n e .  H e  was i n  t h e  l i n e ,  too? 

A,  You mean before  we en te red  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

Q. Before you en te red  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

A.  Well, he was more o r  l e s s  i n  t h e  l i n e .  We 
a l l  s t ayed  genera l ly  on l i n e .  H e  was over ,  I b e l i e v e ,  
t o  my l e f t  o r  something because I know from t h e  photo 
t h a t  he had l a t e r ,  t h a t  he took o f f  from t h e  l i n e ,  t h a t  
he must have been t o  the  l e f t  of me. Of course,  when 
we moved through--like t h e ' i r r i g a t i o n  d i t c h ,  t h a t  1 
marked as  p o i n t  3,  it would n e c e s s i t a t e  us no t  being 
on l i n e  any more, but  more o r  l e s s  moving s i n g l e  f i l e .  

Q. And when you came back, and j u s t  p r i o r  t o  
t h e  time t h a t  you en te red  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  a s  I understand 
it, you then l e f t  the  squad with which you had been 
moving up t o  t h a t  time. 

A. Yes , sir. 

Q- And i n  a sense they had been providing a 
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l i t t l e  p r o t e c t i o n  t o  you. You i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  you w e r e  
s t a y i n g  a b i t  behind and you looked t o  t h e  squad around 
you, as I would assume, a s  your  p r o t e c t i o n  i n  t h i s  s i t -
u a t i o n .  Now, you came back t o  t h e  v i l l a g e .  D i d  you 
a t t a c h  t o  some o t h e r  group of  i n d i v i d u a l s ?  

A. No, by t h e  t ime w e  g o t  back t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  
I was f a i r l y  c o n f i d e n t  t h a t  I w a s n ' t  g e t t i n g  s h o t  a t ,  
which, of cou r se ,  was one o f  t h e  t h i n g s  I was wor r i ed  
about .  Where w e  l e f t  t h e  squad and joined Capta in  
MEDINA, w e  w e r e  q u i t e  c l o s e  t o  t h e  v i l l a g e .  Maybe 
somebody even went over  t o  t a l k  t o  them when w e  were 
over  t h e r e .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  how w e  g o t  over  t h e r e ,  
b u t  we were c l o s e ,  and we walked over  t h e r e  and saw 
Captain  MEDINA and t a l k e d  wi th  him. A t  t h a t  t i m e  
eve ry th ing  w a s  s e c u r e ,  accord ing  t o  what Capta in  
MEDINA t o l d  m e ,  and from what I g o t  t o  see, t h e  p l a c e  
w a s  p r e t t y  s e c u r e ,  and a t  t h a t  t ime  we d i d n ' t  a t t a c h  
o u r s e l v e s  t o  anybody. I j u s t  wandered through t h e  
v i l l a g e ,  a s  I t o l d  it. 

Q Before  w e  g e t  i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  I do want t o  
g e t  a p i c t u r e  of your  e n t e r i n g  t h e  v i l l a g e .  From what I 
unders tand ,  y o u ' r e  s ay ing  between 8 o ' c l o c k  and 9 o ' c l o c k  
you w e r e  o u t s i d e  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  and it was around 9 o ' c l o c k  
when you e n t e r e d  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q And t h a t  by t h a t  t ime  you w e r e  s a t i s f i e d  you 
were n o t  be ing  s h o t  a t  and were proceeding  i n  a l i t t l e  
d i f f e r e n t  f a sh ion  than  you had b e f o r e .  Were you s t i l l  
looking  down on t h e  ground,  a l e r t  t o  booby t r a p s  o r  mines 
t h a t  might be  t h e r e .  Did t h i s  k ind  of  reconnoi te r ing- -
p e r s o n a l  r e c o n n o i t e r i n g  go on as you moved i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. No. I b e l i e v e  a f t e r  I had been t h e r e  t h a t  
long--of cou r se ,  I was beg inn ing  t o  g e t  a l i t t l e  t i r e d  
from a l l  t h a t  running around. W e  had been doing q u i t e  
a b i t  of h u s t l i n g  back and f o r t h ,  b u t  I guess  I became 
more c o n f i d e n t  t h a t  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  was f a i r l y  w e l l  s e c u r e ,  
I d o n ' t  recal l  when I moved t o  t h e  v i l l a g e .  Of c o u r s e ,  I 
d i d n ' t  l i f t  up any covers  on any t u n n e l s  o r  go i n t o  any 
hootches  myself ,  b u t  I d i d n ' t  watch f o r  booby t r a p s  o r  
mines. I s topped looking  over  my shou lde r  a l l  t h e  t ime ,  
and I d i d n ' t  a t t a c h  myself t o  any people  a f t e r  t h a t  squad. 

Q A s  you s t a r t e d  i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  t h e r e  would be 
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c e r t a i n  o b s t r u c t i o n s  t o  your  v i s i o n ,  would t h e r e  n o t ?  

A. D e f i n i t e l y .  

And how would you approach an o b s t r u c t i o n ?Q e  


A. W e l l ,  it seemed t o  m e  t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e  G I ' s  
everywhere. There w a s n ' t  any th ing  going on t h a t  I should  
f e a r .  I t  looked l i k e  anyplace somebody could have jumped 
up t o  s h o o t  a t  m e  t h e r e  would have been a G I  behind it ,  
because they were people  p r e t t y  much a l l  over .  They had 
ev iden t ly  moved through t h e  v i l l a g e  t o  c l e a r  it of i n i t i a l  
f i repower  o r  any th ing  t h a t  t h e  V i e t  Cong might have i n  
t h e r e ,  t hen  began a s y s t e m a t i c  s e a r c h  and d e s t r o y  o p e r a t i o n .  

Q Wasn't t h e r e  any g u n f i r e  as you s t a r t e d  i n t o  t h e  
v i l l a g e ?  

A. I remember g u n f i r e  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  
remember t h i n k i n g  t h a t  it was hostile--M-16 f i r e ,  M-60 
f i r e ,  something l i k e  t h a t ,  - t h a t  I probably thought  I could 
i d e n t i f y .  . Id i d n ' t  g e t  t h e  i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  t h e r e  was any 
h o s t i l e  f i r e .  

Q. W e l l ,  where i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  you w a s  t h e  g u n f i r e  
t h a t  you heard?  Was it i n  f r o n t  of you? To t h e  l e f t  of 
you? To t h e  r i g h t  of you? Behind you? 

A. Well ,  I r e l a t e d  t h e  i n c i d e n t  of t hose  G I ' s  
k i l l i n g  t h e  cows. They were f i r i n g  weapons t h e r e ,  and 
t h e r e  was some more f i r e  o f f  t o  t h e  r i g h t ,  which would 
be w e s t e r l y ,  b u t  I assumed t h a t  t hey  w e r e  k i l l i n g  cows. 

Q - Now, when you met Captain  MEDINA, a t  t h e  
p o i n t  I t h i n k  you i n d i c a t e d  as number 6 ,  can you d e s c r i b e  . 

f o r  us how t h e  group w a s  ar ranged? Were they  down on t h e  
ground? Were they  mobile? Were they  a t  t h e  s i d e  of a 
d i k e ,  r e s t i n g  b e s i d e  a d i t c h ?  What d i d  you observe? 

A. A s  I remember, when I approached t h e  a r e a  
Captain  MEDINA w a s  t a l k i n g  on t h e  r a d i o  o r  maybe va r ious  
r a d i o s .  H e  w a s  i n  c o n t a c t  wi th  a l l  h i s  e l emen t s ,  and 
they had t h i s  o l d  man t h e r e  t h a t  they were q u e s t i o n i n g ,  
and behind them and i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  I could s e e  people  
s e t t i n g  a hootch on f i r e  and s e a r c h i n g  it. There w a s n ' t  
a group j u s t  s t and ing .  There w a s n ' t  a group r e s t i n g .  
There was no people  h id ing .  There was th is  man I i n d i -
c a t e d  c u t t i n g  co rn  down. There w a s  ano the r  guy i n  a 
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hedgerow c l o s e  t o  t h e  edge of t h e  c o r n f i e l d ,  who w , ~ . sd igg ing  
up t h e  ground and,  I guess ,  s e a r c h i n g  f o r  b u r i e d  weapons. 
Everybody seemed t o  be involved i n  working and doing t h e i r  
job ,  j u s t  l i k e  it was back i n  Hawaii. There w a s n ' t  any 
i n d i c a t i o n  of h o s t i l i t y  a t  t h e  t ime.  

Q. T e l l  u s ,  as b e s t  a s  you can,  what you s a i d  t o  
Capta in  MEDINA and what he s a i d  t o  you when you approached 
him? 

A. Well, judging from what I u s u a l l y  s a i d  t o  
people ,  of cou r se ,  I would have probably asked him a f t e r  
g r e e t i n g  him, "How's it been going? What happened s o  f a r ?  
How many people  have you g o t ?  Did you have much t r o u b l e  
g e t t i n g  i n t o  the v i l l a g e ? "  He w a s  responding ,  "We 
had l i g h t  r e s i s t a n c e .  We g o t  t h r e e  o r  f o u r  s o  f a r .  B 
Company g o t  e i g h t .  We had 20 s u s p e c t s . "  Then, t h e y  
were i n t e r r o g a t i n g  t h i s  o l d  man, and I asked Capta in  
MEDINA about  where t h e  o t h e r s  went ,  and he s a i d ,  "There 
were about 35, and I t h i n k  they headed e a s t e r l y .  " 

Q - You i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  you made some n o t e s  a t  t h a t  
t ime? 

A. Yes, sir .  

Q - Did you c a r r y  a pad w i t h  you a s  you went around? 

A. Yes, s ir .  I had a l i t t l e  n o t e  book about  3  
by 5. 

Q - Where, under t h e s e  c i rcumstances ,  d i d  you keep 
something t o  w r i t e  w i th?  

A. Well,  j ung le  f a t i g u e s  a r e  known f o r  t h e i r  l a r g e  
and numerous pocke t s .  I had p l e n t y  of pocke t s .  I t h i n k  I 
k e p t  it up h e r e  i n  my s h i r t  pocket-- in my j a c k e t  pocket .  

Q - And you would p u l l  it o u t  and make some n o t e s  
a s  you went a long? 

A, I only pu- l led  it out, as I r e c a l l ,  when I was 
speaking  t o  an i n d i v i d u a l  and ask ing  him q u e s t i o n s ,  i f  I 
wanted t o  w r i t e  down a s p e c i f i c  answer o r  number o r  some-
t h i n g  l i k e  t h a t ,  I n  observ ing ,  I d i d n ' t  t a k e  many no te s .  
I ' m  n o t  much of a n o t e  t a k e r .  I u s u a l l y  would make up my 
s t o r y  on t h e  impress ions  of what I s a w  a f t e r  I r e t u r n e d  t o  
t h e  base .  

Q. What makes you t h i n k  t h a t  you made any no te s  a t  
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t h a t  p o i n t ?  What do you have today t h a t  conf i rms ,  i n  any 
way, t h a t  you made any n o t e s  a t  t h a t  t ime? 

A. I had t h o s e  n o t e s  when I g o t  o u t  of t h e  Army. I 
looked f o r  them when t h e  CII) man toolc my tes t imony.  I 
c o u l d n ' t  f i n d  them, b u t  I remember having them i n  a l l  t h a t  
junk t h a t  I plowed through q u i t e  f r e q u e n t l y  when I f i r s t  came 
back from Vietnam and l a t e r  s t u c k  away i n  t h e  a t t i c .  I re-
member having them i n  t h i s  l i t t l e  brown notebook about  3 
by 5 inches .  I remember having a l i t t l e  b i t  on t h e  f r o n t  
page, and it had a number on it, and a l i t t l e  b i t  on t h e  se -
cond page t h a t  had words t h a t  I could use  t o  make up a quote  
f o r  Colonel  BARKER. 

Q a Are you say ing  t h a t  you had one notebook f o r  t h i s  
p a r t i c u l a r  ope ra t ion?  

A, I . ' m  s ay ing  t h a t  I had a notebook on t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  
o p e r a t i o n ,  and I s t i l l  had it when I g o t  o u t  of t h e  Army. 

Q- What I a m  g e t t i n g  a t  i s ,  was t h i s  t h e  notebook 
t h a t  you were c a r r y i n g  a l l  over  Vietnam w i t h  you on t h e  d i f -  
f e r e n t  o p e r a t i o n s ,  or  w a s  t h i s  one t h a t  you had f o r  t h e  par-  
t i c u l a r  o p e r a t i o n  which you were concerned w i t h  t h i s  t ime? 
I am j u s t  t r y i n g  t o  see what your no te - t ak ing  h a b i t s  w e r e  
and whether you handled t h e  papers?  

A. O r d i n a r i l y ,  whenever I went o u t  I j u s t  grabbed a 
pad of paper ,  I remember t h i s  l i t t l e  notebook,  because I 
had j u s t  s t o l e n  it from a h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t  about  a  week be- 
f o r e  t h a t .  I t  had a p l a s t i c  cover  on it, and it had some 
n o t e s  i n  it about  h e l i c o p t e r s .  I t h i n k  I ' d  found it around 
o u r  a v i a t i o n  s e c t i o n .  It w a s  l a y i n g  around t h e r e ,  and I 
s a i d  t h a t  would be n i c e  t o  t a k e  o u t  i n  t h e  f i e l d ,  because it 
had a p l a s t i c  cover  on it. T h a t ' s  why I remember t h i s  note-
book, b u t  I d i d n ' t  u s u a l l y  t a k e  one. My no te - t ak ing  h a b i t s  
were p r e t t y  --

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  And you know t h i s  notebook,  a long w i t h  
the o t h e r  papers and n o t e s  t h a t  you had when you were t h e r e ,  you 
b r o u g h t b a c k  w i t h  you t o  the Uni ted S t a t e s ?  

A. I remember b r i n g i n g  t h i s  notebook back and hav- 
i n g  t h e s e  n o t e s  i n  it, because I remember r ead ing  it a f t e r  I 
g o t  o u t  of t h e  Army, b u t  I d o n ' t  remember b r i n g i n g  any o t h e r  
n o t e s  back. It  was a r e g u l a r  pocket  notebook. I d i d n ' t  
b r i n g  back any o t h e r  no te s .  
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Q 0 Was it a l o o s e l e a f  notebook? 

A. Yes, one of t h o s e  l i t t l e  ones wi th  t h e  l i t t l e  
r i n g s  i n  t h e  t o p .  

Q And you d i d  examine t h i s  notebook when you came 
back? 

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q Can you f i x  t h e  t i m e  when ,you examined - i t ?  

A. No. 

Q. Why are you s o  s u r e  t h a t  you d i d  examine it when--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Because I looked f o r  it, and I know 
what I ' m  looking  f o r ,  and I may s t i l l  f i n d  it. I know i t ' s  j u s t  
g o t  t o  be  i n  a l l  t h a t  junk t h e r e .  I t  would be something handy 
t o  t a k e  n o t e s  i n  a t  school  o r  anyplace ,  and I know t h a t  I 
would never  throw anyth ing  away t h a t  might be  used. I know 
t h a t  i t ' s  i n  my junk somewhere i n  a p i l e  i n  t h e  a t t i c .  

Q Well, I t h i n k  t h a t  you can a p p r e c i a t e  t h a t  i f  you 
can l o c a t e  t h a t  notebook today ,  t h a t  it could be  of g r e a t  i m -
po r t ance  i n  h e l p i n g  us i n  s eek ing  t h i s  in format ion  and put-
t i n g  t h i n g s  t o g e t h e r  t o  confirm--our memories a s  t ime  goes 
by ,  a s  you y o u r s e l f  i n d i c a t e d ,  d u l l  a b i t ,  and i t ' s  t h i s  k ind  
o f  t h i n g  t h a t  h e l p s  most i n  r e f r e s h i n g  r e c o l l e c t i o n .  Now, 
I come back t o  t h e  q u e s t i o n .  You're making n o t e s  a t  t h e  t i m e  
you spoke t o  Capta in  MEDINA. What i s  it t h a t  makes you t h i n k  
you made n o t e s  a t  t h a t  t ime? 

A.  Well ,  I remember t h e  f i r s t  page of t h i s  l i t t l e  
notebook t h a t  I had 9 o ' c l o c k  on t h e r e  f o r  some s i l l y  rea-
s o n ,  and t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t hey  had a l r e a d y  k i l l e d  8 4  people  by 
9 o ' c l o c k ,  and t h a t  was an i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  t h a t  w a s  an aw-
f u l l y  s u c c e s s f u l  o p e r a t i o n ,  o r  what I assumed t o  be  an aw-
f u l l y  s u c c e s s f u l  ope ra t ion - - tha t  t hey  r e a l l y  swept i n  by 9 
o ' c l o c k ,  and they  had k i l l e d  8 4  people .  

Q Do you remember r e r e a d i n g  t h a t  page a t  any t i m e  
a f t e r  t h a t  day and b e f o r e  you reviewed t h e  notebook when you 
came back t o  t h e  United S t a t e s ?  
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A. W e l l ,  I ,  of course ,  looked a t  it when I went t o  
w r i t e  t h e  s t o r y ,  b u t  I d o n ' t r e c a l l  reviewing it f o r  any 
p a r t i c u l a r  purpose l a t e r .  

Q- I would l i k e  t o  come i n  a l i t t l e  b i t  t o  t h e  con-
v e r s a t i o n  t h a t  you had wi th  M r .  HAEBERLE t h a t  evening ,  t h a t  
you have a l r e a d y  r e f e r r e d  t o  as  t h e  sequence w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  
tramping i n  t h e  f ie lds--you and M r .  HAEBERLE tramping around 
through t h e  c o r n f i e l d .  Any photographs taken  a t  t h a t  t ime ,  
as f a r  as you can r e c a l l ?  

3-o I thought  t h a t  he took a p i c t u r e  of t h a t  guy 
ben t  over  c u t t i n g  t h e  co rn ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  e v e r  s ee -
i n g  t h a t  p i c t u r e .  I know he took a p i c t u r e  of t h e  guy 
d igg ing  i n  t h e  hedgerow looking  f o r  weapons, because ,  I be-
l i e v e ,  
weapons. 

w e  s e n t  o u t  a r e l e a s e  on t h a t  man s e a r c h i n g  f o r  

Q . 
t ime? 

Do you r e c a l l  what camera he was c a r r y i n g  a t  t h i s  

A, H e  was c a r r y i n g  h i s  Nikon and, I b e l i e v e ,  one Le ica ,  
t h a t  we used f o r  t h e  o f f i c e ,  and I d o n ' t  remember whether he 
had two cameras o r  t h r e e  cameras. It seemed l i k e  he had 
two * 

Q And do you r e c a l l  whether he was changing r o l l s  
of f i l m  on t h e  way? 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  it. I imagine he must have taken  
more than  one r o l l  of p i c t u r e s  w i th  t h a t  b l ack  and w h i t e .  
camera, because he took f i v e  o r  s i x  j u s t  of t h a t  i n j u r e d  man 
being medevac'd, b u t  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  h i s  doing it. I d o n ' t  
r e c a l l  h i s  changing t h e  f i lm.  I f  he had two L e i c a ' s  w i th  
him, t h a t  would have given him 72 frames,  and he may n o t  have 
changed f i lm .  

Q You g o t  t h e  impress ion ,  be ing  w i t h  him t h a t  day,  a 

t h a t  he  had t aken  a g r e a t  many p i c t u r e s ?  

A ,  H e  w a s  n o t  t a k i n g  a l o t  f o r  Ron HAEBERLE, because 
when Ron HAEBERLE t a k e s  a l o t ,  he shoo t s  up a r o l l  i n  minutes ,  
b u t  he was t a k i n g  p i c t u r e s  of t h i n g s  t h a t  I p o i n t e d  o u t  and 
t h i n g s  t h a t  he  thought  would be i n t e r e s t i n g .  
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Q. So, do you remember what preceded your con-
v e r s a t i o n  wi th  M r .  HAEBERLE a s  you were e n t e r i n g  t h e  
v i l l a g e ?  Do you remember anyth ing  t h a t  you t a l k e d  about 
a t  t h a t  t i m e  b e f o r e  you s t a r t e d  i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. No, I remember him say ing  something abou t ,  
"Did you s e e  t h a t  g u y ' s  head explode?"  o r  something l i k e  
t h a t ,  because t h a t  v i v i d l y  s t a n d s  out--an i n d i v i d u a l  t h a t  
I r e f e r r e d  t o  before- -h i s  head seemed t o  explode when 
it was hit--and I t h i n k  he commented t o  m e  about  t h a t ,  b u t  
I d o n ' t  remember having any conve r sa t ions  w i th  him. 

Q Did you have any conve r sa t ion  w i t h  him a b o u t  t h e  
in format ion  t h a t  you j u s t  p icked  up from Captain  MEDINA? 

A. I t h i n k  I t o l d  him how many K I A ' s  t hey  had g o t t e n  
a l r e a d y ,  because I was somewhat s u r p r i s e d  by t h e  number, b u t  
w e  had been working t o g e t h e r  f o r  a long t ime ,  and he u s u a l l y  
knew what I wanted t o  do and what I wanted p i c t u r e s  o f .  

Q. The t h i n g  t h a t  s t r i k e s  m e  h e r e ,  and I j u s t  c a n ' t  
unders tand  you. On your  f i r s t  combat miss ion,  an hour a f t e r  
l and ing ,  f e e l i n g  s o  s e c u r e  t h a t  t h e  two of you t a k e  o f f  i n t o  
t h i s  v i l l a g e ,  l i t e r a l l y ,  as you d e s c r i b e  it, by y o u r s e l v e s ;  
and y o u ' r e  t o l d  a t  t h e  same t ime t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  some 8 4  
K I A ' s ,  which c e r t a i n l y  i n d i c a t e s  a very l a r g e  number of 
people  be ing  k i l l e d ,  which d o e s n ' t  happen i n  a s i t u a t i o n  
t h a t  i s n ' t  a p r e t t y  l i v e  s i t u a t i o n .  I t  j u s t  d o e s n ' t  hang 
t o g e t h e r  f o r  me, a s  you d e s c r i b e  it. What I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  do 
i s  g e t  what was i n  your mind a t  t h a t  t i m e  and what you and 
M r .  HAEBERLE were s ay ing  t o  each o t h e r  as  you s t a r t e d  o u t .  
You were t h e  two companions f o r  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  p a r t  of t h e  
t r i p ,  as you d e s c r i b e  it. 

A. I unders tand  what you a r e  t r y i n g  t o  determine.  
W e  had been f i r e d  on be fo re .  HAEEERLE and I i n v e s t i g a t e d  
a murder r i g h t  o u t s i d e  Duc Pho. A s n i p e r  was f i r i n g  a t  
us  a t  that  t i m e ,  and HAEBERLE and I were t h e  on ly  two people  
t h a t  d i d n ' t  duck. I guess a t  t h a t  t i m e  we were k ind  of 
dumb and d i d n ' t  f e e l  t h a t  we would g e t  h u r t .  HAEBERLE h i t c h -
h iked  t o  Chu L a i  when he ETS'd, which i s  r i d i c u l o u s .  Every-
body wants t o  g e t  home as s a f e l y  a s  p o s s i b l e ,  and h e ' s  
h i t c h h i k i n g  t o  Chu L a i  w i t h  a bunch of guys t h a t  drove up s o  
t h a t  he could t a k e  some p i c t u r e s  a long  t h e  road.  W e  jus t - -
t h e  f i g u r e  was h i g h ,  b u t  they were a l l  enemy k i l l ed - - they  
w e r e n ' t  f r i e n d l y  f o r c e s  k i l l e d .  I f  t h e y ' r e  n o t  k i l l i n g  t h e  
s o l d i e r s  t h a t  went i n  t h e r e  a t  f i r s t ,  t h e y ' r e  c e r t a i n l y  
n o t  going t o  k i l l  m e .  
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Q - You had been around long  enough t o  know t h a t  when 
you s tar t  k i l l i n g  t h a t  many enemy t h a t  you have a h o t  engage- 
ment. The chances a r e  t h a t  someone is  f i r i n g  i n  t h e  o t h e r  
d i r e c t i o n .  

A. Well,  i f  a  person i s  f i r i n g  i n  t h e  o t h e r  d i r e c t i o n  
with  any e f f e c t i v e n e s s ,  they would have l o s t  a few f r i e n d l y  
fo rces  by t h a t  t ime ,  too .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l ,  I t h i n k  he s a i d  
something about  t h e r e  w a s  somebody k i l l e d  wi th  a mine i n  B 
Company, b u t  he h a d n ' t  l o s t  any of  h i s  people--Captain MEDINA 
h a d n ' t  l o s t  any people  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  

Q. : Would you a s  an i n q u i r i n g  correspondent--you w e r e n ' t  
ask ing  any q u e s t i o n s .  "How could  t h i s  be?"  

A. No, I guess I w a s  n o t  a very good cor respondent .  
' I j u s t  was observ ing .  

9 .  You r e a l l y  w e r e n ' t  observing i f  you had r e c e i v e d  
some in fo rma t ion  and you and M r .  HAEBERLE s t a r t e d  o f f  i n t o  

., t h i s  v i l l a g e .  

A.  W e l l ,  HAEBERLE s t a r t e d  o f f .  H e  wanted t o  t a k e  a 
bunch of p i c t u r e s  and I ,  of cou r se ,  went r i g h t  a long.  

Q e H e  w a s  t h e  l e a d e r  of  your  l i t t l e  team? 

A. Well, he was t h e  one t h a t  g o t  us s t a r t e d ,  y e s ,  H e  
wanted t o  go and t a k e  some p i c t u r e s  and I s a i d ,  "Well, okay." 
I went r i g h t .  a long.  

Q. Did e i t h e r  of you ask Captain  MEDINA i f  it would 
be a l l  r i g h t  t o  go i n  a t  t h i s  t ime? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember a s k i n g  him. 

Q. D i d  you make any i n q u i r y  as t o  t h e  e x t e n t  t o  which 
t h e  v i l l a g e  had been secured?  

: 	 A. I don 't remember i n q u i r i n g ,  b u t  I remember g e t t i n g  
t h e  impress ion t h a t  it was secured .  Tha t  they had a l r e a d y  
taken  t h e  v i l l a g e  and they  w e r e  j u s t  s y s t e m a t i c a l l y  s ea rch ing  
t h e  hootches .  
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Q. Did you ask any q u e s t i o n s  about  how f a r  t h e  
t r o o p s  had g o t t e n  i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  Once you g o t  i n t o  t h e  
v i l l a g e  and became s e p a r a t e d  from o t h e r s  around you by 
s t r u c t u r e s . a n d  hedgerows and t h e  l i k e ,  it would be a l i t t l e  
hard  t o  know where you were going,  I would suppose,  i n  re-
l a t i o n  t o  where t h e  U.S. f o r c e s  were. 

A. Well,  they  seemed t o  be a l l  over .  

Q . Did you seek  any in format ion  as  t o  how f a r  through 
t h e  v i l l a g e  they  had g o t t e n  b e f o r e  you s t a r t e d  i n ?  

A. NO, I g o t  t h e  impress ion from what I had observed 
and from what Captain  MEDINA had said--he i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e y  
had taken  t h e  v i l l a g e .  I g o t  t h e  impress ion,  "Okay, t h e  v i l -  
l a g e  was taken ,  " I d i d n ' t  have any reason  t o  t h i n k  o the rwi se ,  

Q. A s  you g o t  i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  d i d  you have a s ense  
t h a t  you were moving behind a f o r c e  t h a t  was going ahead of 
you? 

A. No, I had t h e  s ense  t h a t  I w a s  j u s t  wandering 
through a v i l l a g e  t h a t  was a l r e a d y  secu red ,  and people  were 
a l l  over  s ea rch ing .  

Q . And t h a t  they had g o t t e n  through and beyond t h e  
p o i n t ,  o r  w a s  t h i s  t h e i r  i n i t i a l  e n t r y  i n t o  a p a r t i c u l a r  
s e c t i o n  of t h e  v i l l a g e ?  I ' m  j u s t  t r y i n g  t o  v i s u a l i z e  you 
and M r .  HAEBERLE walking around t h e  v i l l a g e  and-- 

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  S i r ,  I w a s  j u s t  going t o  e x p l a i n .  

Q - That i f  t h e r e  i s  a p a r t  of t h e  v i l l a g e  t h a t  no 
one has  been i n  b e f o r e ,  and t h e y ' r e  s e a r c h i n g  through it t o  
s e e  what ' s  t h e r e ,  it seems t o  m e  you would observe c e r t a i n  
conduct  on t h e  p a r t  of t h e  men. On t h e  o t h e r  hand, i f  it 
has  a l r e a d y  been secu red ,  and t h e y ' r e  o f f  on t h e  f a r  s i d e  o f  
t h e  v i l l a g e ,  t h e n  maybe you would s e e  something q u i t e  d i f f e r e n t .  
What w a s  t h e  conduct  t h a t  you w e r e  observ ing  as you w e r e  
w i t h  t h e  U . S .  f o r c e s ?  

A. Well,  I t h i n k  I r e a l l y  expla ined  it f a i r l y  w e l l .  
I s a w  people  a t  v a r i o u s  t i m e s .  A l l  t h e  t i m e  I was moving 
through t h i s  v i l l a g e  t h e r e  w e r e  G I ' s  around. 
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Q e  You d i d n ' t  e x p l a i n  it ve ry  w e l l ,  M r .  ROBERTS. 
That  is  the p o i n t .  Because you d o n ' t  g e t  any of t h e  f l a v o r  
of what t h e  f o r c e s  were doing a t  t h a t  t i m e :  whether they 
had gone through the v i l l a g e  and come back t o  t h e s e  p o i n t s ;  
whether you were wi th  a group fo l lowing  t h e  f o r c e s  th rough;  
whether you were i n  t h e  f r o n t  l i n e s  o r  t h e  r e a r  guard.  I 
g e t  none of t h a t  s ense  from anyth ing  t h a t  you have s a i d ,  s o  
I d o n ' t  t h i n k  you have d e s c r i b e d  it very w e l l .  

A, Then l e t  m e  t r y  and g i v e  you t h e  impress ion  of how 
I f e l t  a t  t h e  t ime.  I f e l t  t h a t  t h e  v i l l a g e  w a s n ' t  very 
large;  t h a t  t h e r e  were American f o r c e s  a l l  over  it; t h a t  
Ihey were checking each hootch,  and j u s t  about  everywhere I 
looked t h e r e  were G I ' s  d igg ing  t u n n e l s ,  looking  i n  hootches .  
Sometimes I would be o u t  of s i g h t  of t h e s e  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  b u t  
I f e l t  t h a t  t hey  were c l o s e  a l l  t h e  t ime.  I d o n ' t  'remember 
anyone be ing  o f f  t o  my l e f t ,  b u t  I remembered them be ing  
o f f  t o  my r i g h t .  I know I jo ined  w i t h  a group of guys who 
threw a grenade i n t o  t h i s  t unne l .  I remember ducking 
down when they  threw t h e  grenade,  I t  j u s t  looked l i k e  every- 
t h i n g  w a s  normal, t h e r e  w a s  no th ing  wrong. I j u s t  f e l t  per-  
f e c t l y  s a f e  h e r e .  Lots  of G I ' s  around. Probably,  looking  
back, I was r e a l l y  f o o l i s h ,  b u t  I went i n t o  o t h e r  v i l l a g e s  
l a t e r ,  and sometimes I went completely o f f  from t h e  Ameriean 
f o r c e s  t o  look around t h e  v i l l a g e  by myse l f ,  where t h e r e  was 
no f o r c e s .  I never  w a s  r e a l l y  a f r a i d .  

Q. You t a l k e d  about s e e i n g  s o l d i e r s  pour ing  kerosene 
on hootches  and i g n i t i n g  them. Do you r e c a l l  how they  were 
c a r r y i n g  t h e  kerosene? How d i d  t h e  kerosene  g e t  t o  t h e  p o i n t  
t o  be poured? 

A, That  p a r t i c u l a r '  i n s t a n c e  t h i s  guy came o u t  of a 
hootch wi th  a l i t t l e  b o t t l e  w i th  a cork i n  it and s n i f f e d  it 
o r  something and s a i d  something abou t ,  "Here, w e ' l l  pour 
t h i s  on i t . "  I d o n ' t  know t h a t  it was kerosene.  I j u s t  
know t h a t  he poured it a long  t h e  roof  and lit it. I t  burned 
and it w a s  i n  a l i t t l e  b o t t l e .  

Q. This  was s t u f f  t h a t  you g o t  on t h e  premises .  I t  
wasn ' t  something t h a t  he w a s  c a r r y i n g  w i t h  him then?  

A. It w a s  something t h a t  he found i n  t h e  hootch.  
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Q - Do you remember about  how l a r g e  a  b o t t l e  it was? 

A. I t  was about  1 0  inches  h igh .  I t  seemed t o  be 
l i k e  an o l d  rubbing a l c o h o l  b o t t l e  o r  something l i k e  t h a t .  
I d o n ' t  remember very  w e l l  t h e  b o t t l e .  I j u s t  remember it 
was j u s t  an o l d  d i r t y  b o t t l e  t h a t  had come o u t  of t h e r e .  
H e  s n i f f e d  it and p u t  it on t h e  roo f .  

Q . You s a i d  something about  l o s i n g  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h a t  
type  o f  t h i n g ,  and t h e r e f o r e  you t u r n e d  and went away a f t e r  
you observed t h e  shoo t ing  of l i v e s t o c k  and t h e  grenade down 
t h e  h o l e  and t h e  k i l l i n g  of cows. What were you i n t e r e s t e d  
i n  as you w e r e  moving through? 

A. Well,  I b e l i e v e  I j u s t  wanted t o  see a s  much of 
what w a s  going on. We cont inued t o  move t o  s e e  i f  t h e r e  was 
anyth ing  new up ahead--to g e t  through t h e  v i l l a g e ,  cover  
eve ry th ing  t h a t  was going on t h e r e ,  and leave .  P e r s o n a l l y ,  
I wanted t o  be back a t  Duc Pho t h a t  n i g h t .  

Q - I w a s  j u s t  t r y i n g  t o  g e t ,  a g a i n ,  what was going 
through your mind when you say you l o s t  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  
shoo t ing  of t h e  cows? 

. 	 A. Well, I imagine t h a t  I looked around f o r  HAEBERLE. 
I wanted t o  keep n e a r  him because we were supposed t o  be a 
team. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  whether t h a t  was why I l e f t - - t h e  f a c t  
t h a t  he w a s n ' t  there - -bu t  I j u s t  r e c a l l  t h a t  I l e f t - - t h e  f a c t  
t h a t  t hey  were s e a r c h i n g  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  a r e a ,  and I saw a l l  
t h e r e  w a s  t o  s e e  t h e r e  and moved on. 

Q .  Did you have any awareness of people  be ing  under 
o r d e r s  when they  were doing t h e s e  t h i n g s ?  I mean it i n  t h i s  
sense .  W a s  t h e r e  someone running  t h e  show a t  a p a r t i c u l a r  
p o i n t  as you went through? Was t h e r e  someone who was doing 
t h e  d i r e c t i n g ?  You d e s c r i b e d  l i t t l e  c l u s t e r s  of men doing 
t h i n g s .  You recounted  f o r  u s  a  whole s e r i e s  of i n s t a n c e s ,  
b u t  w a s  t h i s  j u s t  random a c t i o n ,  o r  was t h e r e  some command? 
Wasn't  t h e r e  a s e r g e a n t  i n  charge? What d i d  you see?  

A. With each group of men, which would probably be 
a squad o r  p a r t  of a squad--the p a r t  of t h e  squad t h a t  was 
t o g e t h e r  a t  t h e  t ime t h a t  I came upon them. There probably 
would have been s e r g e a n t s  o r  someone, a c o r p o r a l ,  who was 
i n  charge of t h a t  squad. I d i d n ' t  t ake  n o t i c e  of any in -  
d i v i d u a l  being i n  charge ,  bu t  I know, whether from t h a t  
o p e r a t i o n  o r  any of t h e  o t h e r s ,  t h a t  I had gone-- 
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Q o  
 ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  We're t a l k i n g  about t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  
and t h e s e  p a r t i c u l a r  i n s t a n c e s .  You have recounted  very 
s p e c i f i c a l l y  and g r a p h i c a l l y  f o r  us some of t h e s e  i n s t a n c e s ,  
and we have t o  know what you were observing--what you saw 
t h e r e  t h a t  day. You t a l k e d  about  p o i n t  number 9 ,  a woman 
and c h i l d r e n  o u t  of t h e  hootch,  and some of t h e  s o l d i e r s  
grabbed a g i r l  and s t a r t e d  t o  t e a r  o f f  h e r  b louse ,  a s  
you desc r ibed .  You have t h e r e  something t a k i n g  p l a c e .  
Is t h e r e  a squad involved? 

A. Well,  it may have been a squad o r  p a r t  of a squad. 
I r e c a l l  two people  b r i n g i n g  t h e  people  o u t  t o  t h e  pa th  from 
t h e  hootch.  The people  were p r e t t y  sp read  o u t ,  and when some-
th ing  would happen o r  somebody would f i n d  something they would, 
of course ,  come t o g e t h e r  t o  s e e  what it was. When they 
brought  t h e s e  people  o u t  a group ga the red  around them and 
p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  what I r e l a t e .  A t  t h e  t ime I l e f t  
they w e r e  wondering what t o  do wi th  t h e  people .  I assumed 
they looked f o r  some i n d i v i d u a l  among them t h a t  outranked 
them t o  make a d e c i s i o n ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  n o t i c i n g  t h a t  
it was a s e r g e a n t ,  o r  whether it was j u s t  someone who could 
t a k e  command i n  a s i t u a t i o n  l i k e  t h a t .  

Q e  
 W e l l ,  had you l o s t  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h a t  l i t t l e  ep isode
t h e  way you had t h e  ep isode  b e f o r e ,  and j u s t  walked on? 

A. W e l l ,  no, I tu rned  away from t h a t  e p i s o d e ,  because 
somebody had i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t hey  should k i l l  them, and I d i d n ' t  
want t o  watch them s h o t ,  

Q. You say  someone had i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e y  ought t o  
shoot  them. Is t h i s  a d e c i s i o n  t h a t  w a s  one of anger  and 
annoyance t o  what w a s  going on,  o r  was it someone say ing ,  
" W e  d o n ' t  have anyone t o  t a k e  them back t o  a g a t h e r i n g  o r  
c o l l e c t i n g " ?  What k ind  of remark was t h a t ?  

A. W e l l ,  my impress ion was- t h a t  t hey  d i d n ' t  lcnow 
where t hey  should  t a k e  them o u t  t o  a c o l l e c t i n g  a r e a ,  be-
cause  I d i d n ' t  g e t  t h e  impress ion t h e r e  w a s  any c o l l e c t i n g  
a r ea .  I g o t  t h e  impress ion t h a t  t h e s e  people  r e a l l y  d i d n ' t  
know whether they  should t a k e  t h e s e  people  someplace o r  
n o t ,  s o  t hey  w e r e  wondering what t o  do wi th  them. ,I guess  
one of t h e  more v i o l e n t  members of t h e  group t h e r e  s a i d ,  
" K i l l  them." Whether he was t h e  s e r g e a n t  o r  whether  he 
was a person  w i t h  a c h i p  on h i s  shou lde r  who l i k e d  t o  shoo t  
"dinks ,  " I don ' t know. 
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Q - Was t h i s  a d i s c i p l i n e d  group, o r  was it j u s t  a 
group wandering w i l l y - n i l l y  around,  and t h e  p r i v a t e  on t h e  
scene  s a y s ,  "Oh, come on,  l e t ' s  k i l l  them," s o  t h e y  k i l l  
them. I d o n ' t  g e t  t h e  s ense  of  what you a r e  d e s c r i b i n g  
there, I t  doesn '  t come through ,  M r .  ROBERTS. 

A. I donst know. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  I can e x p l a i n  it, 
because I r e a l l y  d o n s t  know whether it was a  p a r t i c u l a r  
squad t h a t  w a s  a s s igned  t o  t h a t  a r e a ,  because t h e r e  were 
people  a l l  over.  I imagine t h e r e  was some o r d e r ,  o r  they  
would have missed p o r t i o n s  of t h e  v i l l a g e .  I d o n ' t  know 
t h a t  they  w e r e  a s s igned  t o  cover  t h i s '  group of hootches ,  
and t h e i r  s e r g e a n t  o r  l i e u t e n a n t  o r  whatever was t h e r e .  
I j u s t  know t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  a group of people  t h e r e  and-- 

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  But t h e  d e c i s i o n  t o  k i l l  c i v i l i a n s ,  
noncombatants as you d e s c r i b e d  t h e s e ,  i s  a d e c i s i o n  t h a t  is 
be ing  made by a group i n  a m i l i t a r y  s i t u a t i o n .  Are you 
t e l l i n g  me  t h a t  t h i s  i s  j u s t  random sugges t ion?  

A,  I d o n ' t  know t h a t  it w a s  a random sugges t ion .  

Q- Was i t , a  d i r e c t i o n  be ing  given o r  j u s t  a p roposa l ?  

A .  I remember t h a t  t h e r e  was a  q u e s t i o n  as t o  what 
t o  do wi th  t h e s e  people ,  and t h a t  someone s a t i s f i e d  t h i s  in -  
q u i r y  by say ing ,  " K i l l  them," and they  d i d .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  
why, o r  who it w a s .  

Q - .Are you sugges t ing  t h a t  one o f  t h e  s o l d i e r s  s a i d ,  
"What a r e  we  supposed t o  do wi th  t h e s e  people?"  and was a sk ing .  
a s u p e r i o r  f o r  i n s t r u c t i o n s ?  

A. I d i d n ' t  g e t  t h e  impress ion t h a t  t hey  were a sk ing  
a s u p e r i o r  f o r  i n s t r u c t i o n s .  I g o t  t h e  impress ion t h a t  they-- 
t h a t  whoever voiced t h e  question--was r e a l l y  wondering, "What 
are w e  going t o  do wi th  t h e s e  guys?" ,  t h e  c i v i l i a n s ,  i f  you 
want t o  c a l l  them t h a t .  Maybe somebody s a i d ,  w e l l ,  "Ca l l  s o  
and s o , "  o r  t h e r e  w a s  some i n d e c i s i o n ,  and somebody s a i d ,  " K i l l  
them." I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any s p e c i f i c s ,  whether it was an order ,  
o r  whether it w a s  a sugges t ion  t h a t  happened t o  be  ac-
c e p t a b l e  t o  t h e  group of people .  I r e a l i z e  t h a t  it i s  very 
d i f f i c u l t  t o  imagine t h a t  a q u e s t i o n  l i k e  t h a t  cou ld  be j u s t  
t aken ,  
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W e l l ,  I f i n d  it d i f f i c u l t  f o r  you t o  t a k e  it 
Q e  


and n o t  t o  have v i v i d l y  c a s t  on your  mind today what you 
heard a t  t h a t  p o i n t .  This i s  n o t  something t h a t  I can 
unders tand,  it be ing  j u s t  noncha lan t ly  accep ted .  I would 
expec t  it t o  make q u i t e  an impress ion upon you. The 
d e t a i l  w i t h  which you r e c i t e  much of t h i s  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  
some t h i n g s  d i d  make an impress ion on you, and when we come 
down t o  t h i s  p o i n t  you evade it, I g e t  t h e  d i s t i n c t  f e e l i n g  
M r .  ROBERTS. 

A. I ' m  n o t  t r y i n g  t o  evade. 

Q. I ' m  s u r e  you a r e  t r y i n g  t o  g i v e  us t h e  s t o r y ,  
b u t  t h e r e  may be something t h a t ' s  p r even t ing  t h e  whole 
s t o r y  from reach ing  us a t  t h i s  p o i n t ?  

A .  W e l l ,  i f '  t h e r e  is  something t h a t  i s  p reven t ing  
t h e  s t o r y  from reach ing  you, it probably would be t h e  f a c t  
t h a t  I t r i e d  t o  f o r g e t  t h i s  whole t h i n g ,  and thought  a s  l i t t l e  
as p o s s i b l e  about  it a f t e r  t h a t ,  and p r e t t y  e f f e c t i v e l y  fo r -
g o t  it i n  about  3 months. A t  t h e  t ime ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  
t h a t  t h i s  was a p a r t i c u l a r l y  unusual  t h i n g .  I mean, i f  w e  
were s t a n d i n g  on t h e  s treet  i n  Washington, D . C . ,  and w e  were 
a bunch of hoodlums, and we robbed some people ,  and somebody 
s a i d ,  "What should  w e  do wi th  them?", t h e  s i t u a t i o n  would 
be d i f f e r e n t .  It would be premedi ta ted  murder i f  we decided 
t o  k i l l  them, b u t  t h i s  was a combat o p e r a t i o n .  Everything 
i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  w a s  p a r t  of a VC complex. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  
making any judgment. 

Q. But M r .  ROBERTS, y o u ' r e  d e s c r i b i n g  t h e  shooting--
t h e  i n t e n t i o n a l  shoo t ing  of noncombatants and l i t t l e  c h i l -  
dren.  This  i s  what you a r e  t a l k i n g  abou t ,  and y o u ' r e  t e l l i n g  
m e  t h a t  it d i d n ' t  make enough of an impress ion  upon you 
t h a t  you d o n ' t  know who s a i d ,  " K i l l  them." 

A. T h a t ' s  what I ' m  t e l l i n g  you. I t  d i d n ' t .  I f  it 
d i d  a t  t h e  t ime ,  i t ' s  p a s t .  I ' m  n o t  t r y i n g  t o  h i d e  anyth ing .  
I ' m  r e a l l y  t r y i n g  t o  remember a s  much as I can about it. I 
remember j u s t  wanting t o  d ivo rce  myself from t h e  a c t i o n  once 
they dec ided  t o  k i l l  them, and walking away. 

Q A s  you moved from p o i n t  9 t o  p o i n t  10 ,  and you a 

saw t h e  body dumped down t h e  w e l l ,  which M r .  HAEBERLE took a 
p i c t u r e  o f ,  were you wi th  t h e  same group of s o l d i e r s  t h a t  
had been wi th  t h e  f i v e  t o  seven noncombatants who were k i l l e d ,  
as you d e s c r i b e d  it a t  p o i n t  5? Excuse m e ,  p o i n t  9 .  
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A. No, I had walked away from those  peop le ,  and .when 
I came upon t h e  man be ing  dumped i n  t h e  w e l l ,  I t h i n k  those  
were d i f f e r e n t  i n d i v i d u a l s .  They were i n d i v i d u a l s  who w e r e  
s ea rch ing  t h a t  hootch t h e r e .  There seemed t o  be people  a l l  
over .  I more o r  less moved from group t o  group. 

Q W e l l ,  you were wi th  t h e s e  pe'ople i n  d i f f e r e n t  
s i t u a t i o n s  and c l o s e  t o  them and a b l e  t o  hea r  what they were 
say ing .  Did you a t  any t ime s e e  any of t h e  same people  a t  
any of t h e  p o i n t s  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  t h a t  you d e s c r i b e d  between 
p o i n t  6 and p o i n t  11, where you e x i t e d  from t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  remembering t h a t  one group of peo-
p l e  was t h e  same as ano the r  group of people.  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  
be ing  even i n t e r e s t e d  i n  whether t hey  w e r e  t h e  same people  
o r  no t .  

Q .  Again, I f i n d  it r a t h e r  d i f f i c u l t  t o  unders tand.  
You were t h e r e  a s  an obse rve r  and observ ing  s o  l i t t l e  t h a t  
you c a n ' t  t e l l  when you have t h i s  k ind  of a c o n f r o n t a t i o n  
wi th  people  i n  t h e s e  s i t u a t i o n s ,  whether o r  n o t  you w e r e  
looking  a t  t h e  same people  aga in  and aga in ,  o r  looking  a t  
d i f f e r e n t  people  each t ime? 

A. But I w a s n ' t  t h e r e  t o  observe any i n d i v i d u a l s .  I 
was t h e r e  t o  observe t h e  o v e r a l l  combat o p e r a t i o n .  The only 
people  that  I would remember were people  t h a t  I could  r e c a l l  
f o r  some o t h e r  reason ,  l i k e  Captain  MEDINA. Every t i m e  I 
s a w  him, of course ,  I could remember t h a t  t h a t  was Captain  
MEDINA, because I knew him. But any of t h e  o t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l s  
whom I d i d n ' t  know, I'd have t o  have some s p e c i f i c  t h i n g  t o  
r e f e r  them t o .  

Q. Hadn ' t  you had q u i t e  an i n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  t h e  men 
involved  i n  t he  s l a y i n g  of t h o s e  f i v e  t o  seven women? 

A. No. I know t h a t  would seem d i f f i c u l t  f o r  you t o  
imagine,  b u t  I w a s n ' t  even p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  
G I ' s  t h e r e .  I w a s  watching what they  were doing t o  t h e  f i v e  
t o  seven people ,  and I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  them, any of t h e  people  
t h e r e .  I r e c a l l  t h e  weapon, t h e  M-60, and I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  
i n d i v i d u a l  ho ld ing  it. 

Q - M r .  HAEBERLE seems t o  have had more i n t e r e s t  
t h a n  you i n  t h i s .  

(ROBERTS) 58 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

APP T-23 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

A. Well, t h a t ' s  f i n e .  

Q I s e e  from your own d e s c r i p t i o n  t h a t  you say he 
went up and s t a r t e d  t o  t ake  a  p i c t u r e  of t h i s  a c t  of the  
blouse being r ipped from t h i s  g i r l ,  and you, a t  t h e  same 
time, t h e r e  as  the  man who was going t o  w r i t e  t h e  s t o r y ,  d i d n ' t  
seem t o  have had the  same awareness of people and what was 
going on. 

A. Well, t h e r e ' s  a d i f f e r e n c e  i n  our  i n t e r e s t  t h e r e .  
HAEBERLE went up wi th  h i s  awn camera t o  take  a p i c t u r e  of 
t h i s ,  because he wanted t o  t ake  some p i c t u r e s  of t h e  bad s i d e  
of war - -a t roc i t i e s  i n  war, This i s  t h e  t h i n g  t h a t  he wanted 
t o  take  back with him a f t e r  he l e f t  Vietnam. Therefore,  he 
was i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h i s .  I was only i n t e r e s t e d  i n  it because 
it was an event  t h a t  was unusual t h a t  was happening, t h a t  
had no p a r t i c u l a r  bear ing  on the  s t o r y  I was going t o  w r i t e .  
It c e r t a i n l y  wouldn ' t  be included i n  anything I was going t o  
wr i t e .  

Q Well, I would l i k e  t o  come back t o  t h a t  problem a t  
a d i f f e r e n t  time. I th ink  you descr ibed  a t  p o i n t  11 the  
todd le r  walking around and t h e  G I  dropping to--I  th ink  t h a t ' s  
the  p o i n t  where t h e  s o l d i e r  dropped t o  h i s  knee and sho t?  

A. Yes, sir.  

Q About how f a r  from you was t h a t  s o l d i e r  when he 
f i r e d ?  

A. H e  was very c l o s e ,  probably,  wi th in  1 0  f e e t .  

Q o  And you could s e e  him q u i t e  c l e a r l y ,  could you not?  

A. C e r t a i n l y. < .. . 

Q . And was t h i s  an i n d i v i d u a l  t h a t  you had seen a t  
any o t h e r  time through t h e  v i l l a g e .  

A. I donDt r e c a l l  whether it was an i n d i v i d u a l  t h a t  
I ,connected wi th  anything. I t  was--

Q o  ( In te rpos ing)  Someone with whom you moved out  of 
t h e  v i l l a g e ?  
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A.  NO, my a t t e n t i o n  w a s  focused on t h e  body l y i n g  
i n  t h e  road  and t h e  t o d d l e r  t h a t  was s h o t ,  and I j u s t  r e c a l l  
t h i s  person  appear ing  and s h o o t i n g  him and l e a v i n g  aga in .  

Q.  Now, you 've  s a i d  a g r e a t  many t h i n g s  went through 
your mind a t  t h a t  t ime.  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  you were r e v o l t e d  
by what you s a w .  Now, what were some of t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  

were going through your  mind t h a t  you had r e f e r e n c e  t o ?  


A. W e l l ,  I t h i n k  I t r i e d  t o  j u s t i f y  i n  my mind 
whether t h a t  person  could cons ide r  it a mercy k i l l i n g ,  o r ,  
t h a t  it w a s  p a r t  of t h e  e n t i r e  o p e r a t i o n ,  o r  why d i d  he do 
t h a t .  The f a c t  t h a t  it d i d n ' t  shock me as much as k i l l -
i n g  t h a t  i n d i v i d u a l  r i g h t  c l o s e  t o  me was probably because 
it was. a t  a d i s t a n c e ,  and l i k e  watching a t a r g e t  f a l l .  My 

-	 a t t e n t i o n  -was c e n t e r e d  around,  "Why d i d  he do t h a t ?  Are 
t h e s e  people  supposed t o  k i l l  everybody, o r  was he doing 
it because t h a t  poor. c h i l d  would wander around homeless and 
s t a r v e  t o  dea th?"  

Q - How long  d i d  it t a k e  you t o  g e t  from p o i n t  6 

i n  your d e s c r i p t i o n  t o  p o i n t  11? 


A. Probably an hour ,  somewhere around t h e r e .  

Q - Ana you i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  a l r e a d y  a t  p o i n t  6 you 
and M r .  HAEBERLE looked upon t h i s  v i l l a g e  as  s e c u r e ,  t h a t  
t h e r e  w a s n ' t  any danger of which you were aware. You were 
q u i t e  p repared  t o  j u s t  walk i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  w i t h o u t  any 
companions, s o  t o  speak ,  and an hour l a t e r ,  a t  perhaps  1 0  
o ' c l o c k ,  you come around t o  t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  v i l l a g e .  
Was t h e r e  g r e a t  exc i tement  around you? O r  w e r e  you j u s t  
s o r t  of going a round- -as  you desc r ibed  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  back 
by Captain MEDINA--just going on as you would observe  t h i n g s  
i n  Hawaii. I t h i n k  you drew t h e  p a r a l l e l  t o  how eve ry th ing  
had worked t h e r e .  Things were r a t h e r  o r d e r l y ,  n q t  a g i t a t e d .  
What I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  i s  t h e  impress ion upon you as you 
came o u t  a n d , t h e  c i rcumstance  of t h i s  s o l d i e r  dropping down 
and shoo t ing  .t h e  young c h i l d ?  

A. W e l l ,  of cou r se ,  as  we moved through t h e  v i l l a g e ,  
w e  saw t h e s e  d i f f e r e n t  even t s  t h a t  I r e l a t e d ,  beg inn ing  wi th  
s e e i n g  some bod ie s  l y i n g  t h e r e  and cont inued wi th  some people  
be ing  k i l l e d  and a man dumped down a w e l l  and l i v e s t o c k  be- 
i n g  k i l l e d .  This p rog res s ion  of e v e n t s ,  of c o u r s e ,  made t h e  
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s i t u a t i o n  i n  my mind d i f f e r e n t  from a t r a i n i n g  mission i n  
~ a w a i i ,  and I began t o  g e t  the  impression t h a t  they were 
going t o  l e v e l  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  t h a t  they were going t o  com-
p l e t e l y  a n n i h i l a t e  it, 

Q - Did you g e t  a f e e l i n g  of a sys temat ic  job of de-
s t r u c t i o n ?  

A. Yes, s i r ,  d e f i n i t e l y .  There seemed t o  be,  as  I 
mentioned, s o l d i e r s  everywhere searching  each hootch, and 
a r t e r  each hootch was thoroughly searched they were burned 
o r  destroyed o r  i n  some way damaged, and a l l  t he  foods tu f f s  
t h a t  were i n  it were dumped out  and destroyed as  much as  
poss ib le .  It  seemed l i k e ,  a s  I went through t h e r e ,  every-
place  I went people were t ak ing  c a r e  of it. Some of them, 
of course,  with more exuberance and some of them j u s t  plodding 
along doing as i f  it were t h e i r  job. 

Q. Did you g e t  t h e  impression of g r e a t  excitement 
among the  s o l d i e r s  as they were doing t h e s e  t h i n g s ?  

- .  

A. Well, some of t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  I b e l i e v e ,  were 
more ready t o  burn a hootch o r  shoot  a cow than o the r s .  Some 
of them were j u s t  plodding along and doing t h i s  and doing t h a t ,  
and some of them were searching  and dumping t h i n g s  with q u i t e  
a b i t  of exuberance, b u t  I d i d n ' t  g e t  an o v e r a l l  impression 
of g r e a t ,  i n t e r e s t  ,and a c t i v i t y .  I got  an impression t h a t  
some people were much more adept a t  t h i s  than  o t h e r s .  

Q e  
 W e l l ,  by the  end of t h i s  hour you had made t h i s  
walk through t h e  v i l l a g e  and come o u t  on the  south  s i d e .  
What d id  t h e  v i l l a g e  look l i k e ,  i f  you looked back a t  i t ?  

A. Well, I wasn ' t  a b l e  t o  see  very f a r  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  
and, of course ,  t h e r e  was some smoke and f i r e  a t  d i f f e r e n t  
places .  

Q . Was it j u s t  i s o l a t e d  f i r e  here  and t h e r e ?  

A,  More o r  less, the  e n t i r e  v i l l a g e  wasn 't i n  e n t i r e  
b laze .  The hootches i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  were usual ly  separa ted  
by a small  yard- l ike  a rea  wi th  a hedge-type t h i n g  around 
them where they kept  t h e i r  c a t t l e  and t h e i r  foods tu f f s .  
They had t h e i r  l i t t l e  bunker next  t o  t h e  hootch,  and 
some of them had a t u n n e l ,  and I wasn ' t  a b l e  t o  s e e  a g r e a t  
d i s t a n c e  i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e .  
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(2 W e l l ,  how s y s t e m a t i c  was t h i s  a n n i h i l a t i o n  you 
a r e  speaking about?  Was it every  hootch t h a t  w a s  be ing  
l e v e l e d  and des t royed ,  o r  d i d  it seem t o  be s e l e c t i v e  hootches?  

A, W e l l ,  it seemed t h a t  every hootch was be ing  searched  
and t h a t  any th ing  of va lue  w a s  be ing  des t royed ,  b u t  t h e  f a c t  
t h a t  some of t h e m  were burn ing  was, I t h i n k ,  more a m a t t e r  of 
convenience than  s y s t e m a t i c .  I f  somebody lit it, t h a t  was 
f i n e .  I f  they  w e r e  moving on and nobody lit i t - - a s  long a s  
it was searched  and eve ry th ing  of va lue  had been t aken  o u t  
of it--it seems l i k e  most of them were damaged i n  some way, 
b u t  n o t  a l l  of them w e r e  i g n i t e d .  

Q Did you e v e r  h e a r  Captain  MEDINA a t  any t ime be-
tween p o i n t  6 and p o i n t  11 sugges t  t h e r e  was a c o l l e c t i n g  ' 
p o i n t  o r  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  anyone should  be taken  t o  a c o l l e c t i n g  
p o i n t ?  

A, No. I d i d n ' t  t a l k  t o  Captain  MEDINA on my t r i p  
through t h e  v i l l a g e .  The n e x t  t ime I t a l k e d  t o  him, when I 
w a s  c l o s e  enough t o  r e a l l y  observe him, was when I reached 
t h e  a r e a  around p o i n t  11. A t  t h a t  t i m e  I ,  of c o u r s e ,  re-
l a t e d  t h a t  i n c i d e n t  a t  p o i n t  12 wi th  t h e  o l d  man. He d i d n ' t  
d i r e c t  them a t  t h a t  t ime t o  t a k e  him t o  a c o l l e c t i n g  p o i n t .  
H e  j u s t  l e f t  and went o f f  t o  d i r e c t  t h e  s e a r c h  and d e s t r u c t i o n  
of  hootches ,  and I d i d n ' t  hear .  him g i v e  any o r d e r s  s ay ing  t o  
t a k e  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  o r  c o l l e c t  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  o r  even s h o o t  
t h e m .  

Q A t  one p o i n t  you s a i d  i n  connec t ion  w i t h  p o i n t  1 2  
t h a t  you i d e n t i f i e d - - t h a t  you i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  MEDINA had given 
i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  g e t  s t a r t e d  on t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  of hootches .  

That  hootch i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  a t  t h e  t ime.  

Q . W e l l ,  how do you s i n g l e  o u t  h i s  i n s t r u c t i o n  wi th  
r e s p e c t  t o  t h a t  hootch a t  t h a t  t ime? 

A, W e l l ,  I w a s  w i t h  him a t  t h a t  t ime.  I was watch-
i n g  t h i s  t a k e  p lace- -br ing ing  t h i s  man o u t  and q u e s t i o n i n g  
him, and he seemed t o  g e t  on w i t h  it. "Come on you guys,  q u i t  
s t a n d i n g  around. Destroy t h a t  hootch.  L e t ' s  go. W e  h a v e n ' t  
g o t  a l l  day." That  t ype  of t h i n g .  That  type  of a t t i t u d e .  
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Q. But, t h i s  hootch was being s e l e c t e d  a s  one t o  be 
burned? 

A .  No, I don't--as I s a i d  before ,  I d o n ' t  t h ink  t h e r e  
was a s e l e c t i o n  process of burning hootches.  I t h i n k  t h a t  
he was t h e r e  and t h e r e  was some guys s t and ing  around doing 
nothing. He t o l d  them t o  g e t  busy and do something, and 
what they were t o l d  t o  do, o r  ind ica ted  t h a t  they should do, 
was t o  destroy t h a t  hootch. 

Q. I f  anyone was i d l e ,  he should go burn a  hootch? 
Is t h a t  your understanding of what was going on? 

A. No, i f  anyone was i d l e ,  they s h o u l d n ' t  be. I t  
j u s t  happened t h a t  t h i s  hootch was a l ready searched.  There-
f o r e ,  it should be destroyed,  and those people should move 
on. They s h o u l d n ' t  be s tanding  around t h e r e .  We walked 
from t h a t  p o i n t  on t o  another  p o i n t .  I b e l i e v e  it was r i g h t  
a f t e r  t h a t ,  where some--I th ink  t h e r e  were two hootches c lose  
together  and one w a s  burning and a couple of baske t s  of food 
mate r i a l  o r  something, and he t o l d  them t o  g e t  t h a t  food 
mate r i a l  out  of t h e r e  and des t roy  it and, "Did they  check 
t h a t  hootch y e t ? "  This  type  of th ing .  

Q. Was HAEBEELE with you a t  t h i s  p o i n t  when you t a l k e d  
with Captain MEDINA and heard t h i s  d i r e c t i o n  t o  g e t  s t a r t e d  
on t h e  burning of the  hootch? 

A. Yes, sir. I d o n ' t  know how c l o s e  he was s tanding  
t o  me. I wasn ' t  t a l k i n g  t o  Captain MEDINA. ' I  was mostly fo l -
lowing him around, 

Q. Why were you fol lowing him around? What was your 
i n t e r e s t  a t  t h a t  time? 

A. Well, I wanted t o  l i s t e n  t o  h i s  r ad io .  I wanted 
t o  f i n d  o u t  what w a s  going on. I t ' s  much e a s i e r  t o  l i s t e n  t o  
a r a d i o  and hear  o t h e r  people c a l l i n g  i n  than it i s  t o  be 
everywhere a t  once. Also, where the  company commander is ,'of 
course,  is  t h e  cen te r  of opera t ions .  

Q . Well, do you r e c a l l  what was coming i n  on h i s  r a d i o  
a t  t h a t  time? Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of t h e  information 
t h a t  you ga thered  the re?  
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A.  No, I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any s p e c i f i c s .  I d i d n ' t  h e a r  
any c a l l s  where anybody w a s  wounded o r  where anybody was in -
volved i n  a f i r e  f i g h t .  I t  w a s  j u s t  normal r a d i o  conversa-
t i o n  of people  l o c a t i n g  each o t h e r ' s  u n i t s  and f i n d i n g  o u t  
which d i r e c t i o n  they were going and t h i n g s  l i k e  t h a t .  

Q Had Captain  MEDINA set  up a l i t t l e  manned loca-
t i o n  t h e r e ?  

A. No, sir, He h a d n ' t  a t  any t i m e  I had seen him. 

Q Could you d e s c r i b e  f o r  us i n  any way, any th ing  
more you r e c a l l  as  t o  t h e  deployment of f o r c e s  a t  t h a t  p a r t i -
c u l a r  t i m e  t h a t  you have i n d i c a t e d  wi th  a p o i n t  11, a s  you 
were coming o u t  of the v i l l a g e ?  

A. No, I d o n ' t  t h i n k  1 can t e l l  you any more than  
t h a t  t h e r e  seemed t o  be people  i n  any p a r t  of t h e  v i l l a g e  
w e  could s e e  from t h e r e .  They were s ea rch ing  t h e  v i l l a g e .  
There were some people  moving o c c a s i o n a l l y  up and down t h a t  
road t h a t  r a n  a long  t h e  v i l l a g e  t h e r e .  I t  j u s t  seemed t o  
be people  a l l  over  t h e  v i l l a g e  and t h a t  t hey  were working 
on it. 

Q There were people  bo th  t o  t h e  e a s t  of you and t o  
t h e  west  of you? 

A. Yes, sir.  

Q Was t h e r e  any f o r c e  moving o u t  of t h e  v i l l a g e  a t  
t h a t  p o i n t ?  

A. No, s i r ,  I d i d n ' t  s e e  any f o r c e  moving. I d i d n ' t  
see anybody o u t s i d e  t h e  v i l l a g e  a t  t h a t  t ime i n  any d i r e c t i o n .  

Q. As  f a r  as  you could de te rmine ,  everyone w a s  j u s t
busy i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  a t  t h a t  p o i n t  and no one had come 
through t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Yes, s i r ,  I g o t  t h a t  impress ion .  The people  
were busy moving i n  the v i l l a g e ,  moving from p l a c e  t o  p l a c e  
i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  
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a.  How f a r  t o  t h e  east a long  t h a t  s o u t h e r n  l i n e  of  
t h e  v i l l a g e  d i d  you g e t  a t  any t ime.  What was your  f u r t h e r e s t  
p o i n t  e a s t ?  

A. It w a s  probably 50 t o  75 meters t h a t  way. J u s t  
a s h o r t  ways. 

Q Beyond t h e  p o i n t  t h a t  you 've  i n d i c a t e d  as 11? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  I d i d n ' t  con t inue  around t h e  v i l l a g e .  

a - Now, you have i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  s e r g e a n t  of 
Company C ,  you saw s e v e r a l  days l a t e r  a t  LZ.Bronco. Do you 
r e c a l l  h i s  name. -
A. Se rgean t  HOBSCHIED. 

10: .How do you s p e l l  h i s  name? 

A, , I d o n ' t  know t h e  s p e l l i n g .  

Q. Approximately. H e  w a s  t h e  f i r s t  s e r g e a n t  of t h e  
company ? 

A. Y e s p  s ir ,  he w a s .  

Q* HOBSCHIED? 

A. HOBSCHIED. I t  w a s  a very  d i f f i c u l t  s p e l l i n g .  

&. A l l  r i g h t .  I unders tand ,  he was a t  LZ Bronco a t  
Duc Pho. 

MR MACCRATE: And you r e f e r r e d  t o  t h a t  f a c t  of some skep t i c i sm.  
To what d i d  t h a t  r e f e r ?  I t  w a s  j u s t  a t  t h i s  p o i n t  i n  your  
s t o r y  t h a t  you a l l u d e d  t o  t h a t .  I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  t i e  it i n  
w i t h  your r e c o l l e c t i o n  of even t s .  

A,  I w a s  asked a t  t h a t  p o i n t  i n  t h e  t e l l i n g  of t h e  
s t o r y  what t h e  p e r s o n ' s  name was, and I r e l a t e d  t h a t  because 
t h a t  i s  when I found o u t  h i s  name. I d i d n ' t  f i n d  o u t  h i s  name 
i n  t h e  f i e l d .  When w e  p r i n t e d  t h e s e  p i c t u r e s  of t h i s  guy 
be ing  evacua ted  we wanted t o  make cap t ions  f o r  them, and,  of 
course ,  w e  would l i k e  t o  have h i s  name, s o  I went down t o  
t h e  company a r e a  and asked Sergeant  HOBSCHIED who t h e  i n d i -
v i d u a l  w a s  who w a s  s h o t  through t h e  f o o t .  a 
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Q And he t o l d  you a t  t h a t  t i m e  t h a t  t h e  i n v e s t i -
g a t i o n  was be ing  conducted as t o  t h e  shoo t ing  o f ,  a s  w e  
now know it was CARTER who was t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  involved ,  
b u t  t h e r e  was an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  conducted a t  t h e  t ime? 

A. W e l l ,  he a l l u d e d  t h a t  maybe I s h o u l d n ' t  send o u t  
t hose  p i c t u r e s  because t h i s  w a s n ' t  r e a l l y  a combat wound, o r  
t hey  d i d n ' t  r e a l l y  know f o r  s u r e  t h a t  it was a combat wound. 
You know, thereby  t e l l i n g  me t h a t  maybe I s h o u l d n ' t  send 
o u t  t h e s e  p i c t u r e s  because it d i d n ' t  have t h e  p rope r  mean-
i n g  t h a t  t h i s  guy was be ing  evacuated because of h o s t i l e  
a c t i o n .  I d i d n ' t  g e t  the impress ion t h a t  a d e c i s i o n  was 
be ing  made o t h e r  t h a n  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e r e  may be some ques-
t i o n  as t o  whether t h i s  guy r e a l l y  s h o t  h imse l f  a c c i d e n t a l l y  
o r  on purpose,  and t h a t  maybe I s h o u l d n ' t  send t h e s e  p i c t u r e s  
o u t .  Of cou r se ,  t h a t  d i d n ' t  make any d i f f e r e n c e  t o  me .  I 
j u s t  wanted h i s  name, 

Q - I t h i n k  you s a i d  it w a s  about  t h i s  t ime t h a t  a l l  
had taken  p l a c e ,  s o  f a r  a s  your s t o r y  was concerned,  t h a t  
you were i n t e r e s t e d  i n ,  and t h a t  you wanted t o  g e t  o u t  of 
My L a i  ( 4 )  and g e t  an a i r l i f t  over  t o  where B Company might 
be. What I would l i k e  t o  unders tand  i s  what was t h e  s t o r y  
you were looking  f o r ,  and why d i d  you t h i n k  you had a t  t h a t  
t i m e  gobten t h e  s t o r y ?  Had you been b r i e f e d  a s  t o  what was 
t h e  o b j e c t i v e  of t h e  ope ra t ion?  

A. No, b u t  Ieguess  I w a s  looking  f o r  a s t o r y  of American 
s h e f i i c s  i n  combat; and it appeared t o  me t h a t  any l i v e  f i r e  

f i g h t s ,  any p o s s i b l e  a c t i o n  t h a t  would have t aken  p l a c e  would 
have a l r e a d y  i$ f a c t  have t aken  p l a c e ,  and t h a t  t h e r e  was noth-
i n g  t h e r e ,  now, b u t  cleaning-up o p e r a t i o n s .  Maybe I could go 
somewhere e l s e  and s s e  what was going on. There might be a 
s t o r y  some o t h e r  p l a c e .  There wasn ' t  any p a r t i c u l a r  s t o r y  
. t h e r e  t h a t  I c o u l d n ' t  have g o t t e n  by s t a y i n g  home. 

Q So, by t h a t  t ime ,  a t  10 o ' c l o c k ,  t h e r e  was no hos-
t i l e  f i r e ?  Nothing was going on o t h e r  t han  t h e s e  d e s t r u c t i v e  
a c t i v i t i e s  t h a t  you have d e s c r i b e d  a s  f a r  a s  you could  observe  
a t  My L a i  ( 4 ) ?  

A. Well,  as I po in t ed  o u t  e a r l i e r ,  w e  may have r ece ived  
some s n i p e r  rounds wh i l e  w e  were i n  t h e  r i c e  paddies  b e f o r e  w e  
e n t e r e d  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  b u t  I ' m  n o t  s u r e  of t h a t .  The only 
t h i n g  t h a t  had happened t h a t  I f e l t  t h e r e  was any news va lue  
i n ,  from my p o i n t  of view, w a s  t h i s  guy be ing  medevac'd. I t  
would make a n i c e  l i t t l e  p i c t u r e .  
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MR MACCRATE: My f u r t h e r  ques t ions  a r e  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  per iod  
a f t e r  t h e  f i e l d .  

I0: Colonel MILLER do you have any ques t ions?  

(Shakes head i n  t h e  negat ive.  ) 

Colonel WILSON? 

COL WILSON: What was your r e a c t i o n  about t h i s  camera stop-
ping t h e  people--the group--and y e t  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h a t ,  t h e  
camera s t i l l  probably i n  s i g h t ,  they s t i l l  f i r e d  on these  
people? Why d i d  t h e  camera have an e f f e c t  a t  one time and 
d i - s Lz have an e f f e c t  a t  another  time? 

A. Well, when it had an e f f e c t ,  HAEBERLE was t r y i n g  
t o  take  a p i c t u r e .  He was moving around with it t o  h i s  eyes 
g e t t i n g  ready t o  t ake  a p i c t u r e ,  which of course ,  i f  they 
thought they were doing something wrong, they c e r t a i n l y  wouldn't  
want t o  be photographed doing it. I assume t h a t  he dropped t h e  
camera back down t o  h i s  ches t  and t h a t  they  d i d n ' t  f e e l  t h a t  
the re  was any f u r t h e r  danger of being photographed doing some-
thing wrong, whether they thought they were doing wrong o r  no t .  

Q He was s t i l l  i n  t h e  a rea?  

A. Yes, s ir .  I t h i n k  t h a t  he probably reassured  them 
t h a t  he wasn ' t  going t o  t ake  any p i c t u r e s  o r  something l i k e  
t h a t .  

Q.- Was t h e r e  a s ta tement  made t o  t h i s  e f f e c t  o r  any-
thing l i k e  t h i s ?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l ,  s p e c i f i c a l l y .  

Q. Did Captain MEDINA o r  anybody at tempt  t o  r e s t r a i n  
you o r  HAEBERLE i n  any way i n  your a c t i o n s  o r  movements t h a t  
morning i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

Ah No, sir.  

COL WILSON: Tha t ' s  a l l  I have. 

COL FRANKLIN: Are you aware, M r .  ROBERTS, t h a t  you had seen 
a t r o c i t i e s  on t h e  morning of 16 Marzh? 
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A. I imagine I was aware of it. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  
f e e l i n g  t h a t  I had seen something t h a t  I should r e p o r t  on. 

Q That w a s  my next  ques t ion .  D o  you r e a l i z e  what 
your ob l iga t ions  were. 

10: Colonel FRANKLIN, we a r e  going t o  go i n t o  t h a t ,  
Do you have a couple of ques t ions  of M r .  ROBERTS? 

MR WALSH: When you were a t  p o i n t  6 a t  9 o 'c lock  i n  t h e  
morning, d i d  you observe a l a r g e  group of bodies t o  your 
nor th  or  nor theas t  i n  the  paddy f i e l d s  north of t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. No, s ir ,  I d i d n ' t ,  

Q a  Did you observe any bodies north of the  v i l l a g e ?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  s ee ing  any. C e r t a i n l y ,  t h e r e  could 
have been. I d i d n ' t  s ee  them. I d i d n ' t  n o t i c e  them. 

Q. When you were progressing from p o i n t  6 through 
t h e  v i l l a g e ,  where you came out  of the  south end of t h e  v i l -
l age ,  d id  you t a l k  t o  any of the  s o l d i e r s  t h a t  you saw i n  t h e  
v i11age? 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t a l k i n g  t o  them. I know t h a t  when 
they threw the  hand grenades they warned me and s a i d  something 
about t h a t ,  bu t  I d o n ' t  remember speaking t o  them. 

Q. You have no r e c o l l e c t i o n s  of d i scuss ing  any of these  
events  with any person o t h e r  than ,  perhaps,  HAEBERLE, as  you 
went through t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. No, I d o n ' t  be l i eve  I d id  d i scuss  any of it. 

Q Very f rank ly ,  t h e r e  i s  one asoec t  of your t e s t i -
mony t h a t  I f i n d  i n c r e d i b l e .  That i s ,  you saw two ch i ld ren  
d e l i b e r a t e l y  and c a r e f u l l y  k i l l e d  by s o l d i e r s  and you then 
had a d iscuss ion  with t h e  company commander and you made no 
mention of t h i s  a t  a l l  t o  him? 

(ROBERTS) 
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Q C a n  you g i v e  m e  any--you were n o t  f r i g h t e n e d  and 
you were n o t  pepped up by any pep t a l k  t h a t  you heard  about .  
Can you g i v e  us anyth ing  t h a t  would throw any l i g h t  on why 
a t  l e a s t  t h o s e  a c t i o n s  wouldn ' t  have been remarkable enough 
t o  cause  you t o  say  something t o  Captain  MEDINA, whom you 
knew a-t the t ime? 

A. No, I j u s t  d i d n ' t  f e e l  it w a s  my p l a c e  t o  t e l l  t h e  
company commander about  h i s  company. I d o n ' t  know why I d i d n ' t .  
I ' v e  s p e n t  a l o t  of t ime s i n c e  t h a t  t i m e  t h i n k i n g  about it and 
mostly s i n c e  t h i s  t h i n g  w a s  brought  back up i n  September, be-
cause a man from t h e  C I D  asked me a l o t  of t h e s e  same q u e s t i o n s ,  
and t h a t  q u e s t i o n  and o t h e r  q u e s t i o n s  r e l a t e d  t o  it a r e  t h e  
ones t h a t  I f i n d  most d i f f i c u l t  t o  l i v e  w i t h ,  b u t  I d i d n ' t  
have anyth ing  on my mind l i k e  t h a t .  

MR WALSH: T h a t ' s  a l l  I have. 

I 0  : M r .  ROBERTS, you 've  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  you depa r t ed  
t h e  v i l l a g e  of  M y  La i  ( 4 )  sometime about  11 o ' c l o c k  on a h e l i -
c o p t e r  which had been c a l l e d  f o r .  Is t h a t  about  t h e  r i g h t  
t ime? 

A- .. Y e s ,  sir. About t h a t  time. 

Q o  
And you i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  as f a r  a s  you r e c o l l e c t e d  

it w a s  only  you and HAEBERLE on t h a t  h e l i c o p t e r ?  

A. T h a t ' s  a l l  I can remember. 

And you went from t h e r e  t o  grave Company? 

y e s ,  sir. 

Q When you went t o  Bravo Company, d i d  you have an 
i n i t i a l  d i s c u s s i o n  wi th  Captain  MICHLES? 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t a l k i n g  t o  him. He w a s  t h e r e  with--
they  had a group of p r i s o n e r s  a l l  s i t t i n g  on t h e  ground, a 
r a t h e r  l a r g e  group,  and they  were p i ck ing  some of them o u t  
and q u e s t i o n i n g  them and p u t t i n g  them back and he was nearby 
observ ing  t h e  ques t ion ing .  I may have asked him how it 
had gone, because it seemed t o  me  t h a t  somebody had t o l d  me 
t h a t  somebody had seen  some mines t h a t  morning. I c a n ' t  
recal l  how I g o t  t h a t  i n fo rma t ion ,  b u t  I' r e f e r  aga in  t o  t h e  
n o t e s  t h a t  I made. I d i d n ' t  have anyth ing  i n  t h e r e  about B 
Company a t  a l l  and t h a t  i s  probably t h e  t h i n g  t h a t  would 
make anyth ing  s t a n d  o u t  i n  my mind, o t h e r  t han  having rehashed 
it s i n c e  then .  
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Q - Well, what I was wondering about a t  t h i s  p a r t i -
c u l a r  p o i n t  i n  t ime,  having j u s t  l e f t  My Lai  ( 4 )  where you 
had seen ,  i n  accordance wi th  your own d e s c r i p t i o n ,  about  50 
people  k i l l e d ,  q u i t e  a few of which were women and c h i l d r e n  
and poss ib iy  noncombatants--whether you t a l k e d  t o  Capta in  
MICHLES o r  anyone e l s e  i n  B/4/3 t o  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e r e  was 
a h e l l  of a l o t  of unnecessary k i l l i n g  o r  any th ing  l i k e  t h a t  
went on over  t h e r e ?  

A. Well,  w e  s t a y e d  wi th  them f o r  a couple  of hours .  
W e  had something t o  e a t  whi le  w e  w e r e  t h e r e ,  and w e  s a t  more 
o r  l e s s  by o u r s e l v e s  on t h e  d ike  t h e r e  when w e  a t e .  I seem 
t o  r e c a l l  s ay ing  something abou t ,  you know, "Boy, you guys 
a r e n ' t  doing anyth ing  compared t o  what t h e y ' r e  do ing  ove r  
a t  C Company. They ' re  r e a l l y  c l e a r i n g  t h a t  v i l l a g e  o u t .  " 
But I d o n ' t  remember anyth ing  s p e c i f i c .  I t h i n k  I might 
have s a i d  t o  one of  t h e  G I ' s  c l o s e  by t h a t  t h e r e  was n o t  
n e a r l y  a s  much a c t i v i t y  t h e r e  as t h e r e  was when--but I d o n ' t  
r e c a l l  it. 

Q Yes. You ' re  j u s t  making s o r t  of a s u p p o s i t i o n  
a t  t h i s  p o i n t ,  

A, W e l l ,  I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  r e c a l l  what I d i d  o r  what I 
would normally do. I 

Q. Now, you s t a y e d  wi th  Bravo Company f o r  some t i m e  
i n  t he  a f t e rnoon .  Did they  move f u r t h e r  t o  t h e  no r th?  

A. I d o n ' t  know i n  which d i r e c t i o n  they moved. They 
d i d  move from t h i s  a r e a  where they had t h e s e  p r i s o n e r s .  I 
t h i n k  they l e f t  some guards  t h e r e ,  and I t h i n k  they  had some 
mortars  set  up i n  t h e  r ice paddies  c l o s e  t o  t h e r e .  They 
l e f t  them t h e r e  and they  picked o u t  one of t h e  o l d e r  men of 
t h e  group t o  walk a s  p o i n t  man, f i g u r i n g  t h a t  he would know 
where any booby t r a p s  were,  and they moved t o  an a r e a ,  oh,  
1 0  o r  15 minutes walking d i s t a n c e  away a c r o s s  some r i c e  
paddies  t o  where t hey  were, t o  a few more hootches  over  
t h e r e ,  and t h e y  began t o  search  t h a t  a r e a .  There w a s  ano the r  
u n i t ,  I recal l ,  t h a t  m e t  us t h e r e  sometime wh i l e  w e  were 
s ea rch ing ,  t h a t  brought  i n  some more p r i s o n e r s .  

Q - Yes, do you remember C / 1 / 2 0  j o i n i n g  up wi th  
B/4/3 a t  t h a t  t ime? 
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A. I d o n ' t  t h ink  it was C/1/20. I ' m  no t  s u r e ,  bu t  
a group of men, probably no t  as l a r g e  as  a  p la toon,  probably 
a  squad, came i n  while  rre were searching  t h i s  one l i t t l e  
a rea  and they brought i n  some p r i soners .  They s e t  them down 
with some o t h e r  people t h a t  they 'd  found the re ,  and kept  
guarding them and continued t o  search  t h i s  a rea .  

Q- You ind ica ted  t h a t  you'd s tayed with Bravo Com- 
pany u n t i l  Captain KOTOUC, whom you had known prev ious ly ,  
came i n  and t h a t  you went out  on t h i s  h e l i c o p t e r ?  

A. Yes, s ir .  I requested t h a t  they g e t  me t r ans -
p o r t a t i o n  back t o  LZ D o t t i e ,  and when t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  land-
ed Captain KOTOUC got  off of it. I was r e a l l y  s u r p r i s e d  
and looked a t  HAEBERLE and s a i d ,  "Wasn't t h a t  Captain 
XOTOUC?" And he s a i d ,  "Yes. " I didn t even know t h a t  he 
was i n  Vietnam. 

Q Did he accompany you back? 

A. No, he got  o f f .  

Q H e  g o t  of f  and s tayed t h e r e  with B/4/3 and you 
went back on t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  then? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

I 0 : We had b e t t e r  t ake  an admin i s t r a t ive  r ecess  u n t i l  
we g e t  a new t a p e  on. We w i l l  r ecess  f o r  lunch u n t i l  1345. 

(The hear ing  recessed a t  1237 hours ,  17 December 
1969. ) 

(The hear ing  reconvened a t  1353 hours ,  17 
December 1969 .) 

10: The hear ing  w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  

RCDR : A l l  persons p resen t  when t h e  hear ing  recessed 
are again p r e s e n t  with t h e  exception of COL MILLER and 
COL FRANKLIN. 

10: When we recessed ,  M r .  ROBERTS, we were t a l k i n g  
about your v i s i t  t o  B/4/3 and you had moved with Bravo Com- 
pany t o  a new l o c a t i o n  where they s e t  up, and it was indi -
ca ted  t h a t  Captain KOTOUC had been i n  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  and you 
departed on t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  t h a t  Captain KOTOUC had a r r i v e d  on. 
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A. Yes, sir, 

Q While you were ou t  i n  the f i n a l  l o c a t i o n  with 
B / 4 / 3 ,  d id  anything t r a n s p i r e  concerning a c t i v i t i e s  a t  My 
La i  ( 4 )  t h a t  would be of i n t e r e s t  t o  t h i s  group? 

A.  No, s ir .  I d o n ' t  be l i eve  I even mentioned it 
o t h e r  than what I s a i d  be fo re ,  t h a t  I might have s a i d  some-
t h i n g  about it. 

Q - When you a r r i v e d  back a t  f i r e  base o r  LZ Dot t i e  
you'd ind ica ted  t h a t  you had t o  go i n t o  t h e  TOC bu t  you 
weren ' t  success fu l  because Major CALHOUN d i d n ' t  want you 
i n  t h e r e ,  and you made some i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  you and Major 
CALHOUN d i d n ' t  g e t  along t o o  we l l .  Did t h i s  have any bear- 
i n g  upon what we a r e  d i scuss ing  here  today? 

A. W e l l ,  I 'm no t  s u r e  whether it does o r  not .  I f  
Major CALHOUN f e l t  t h a t  h i s  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of what was going 
on was something t h a t  I shou ldn ' t  know about ,  it could have 
a bearing. I f  it was j u s t  because he d i d n ' t  want me hang-
i n g  around, it d o e s n ' t  make any d i f f e r e n c e  a t  a l l .  Tha t ' s  
why I happened t o  throw it i n  here.  I d o n ' t  know i f  it was 
h i s  personal  d i s l i k e  f o r  my being t h e r e  o r  whether he thought 
t h e r e  was something t h e r e  t h a t  I shouldn ' t  f i n d  o u t  about.  

Q Had you had, p r i o r  t o  t h i s  t ime, o t h e r  confron- 
t a t i o n s  o r  d i f f i c u l t i e s  i n  your r e l a t i o n s  with Major CALHOUN? 

A.  Well, he was normally--I f o r g e t  what h i s  job was 
i n  Duc Pho, but  he was normally a t  Duc Pho where Task Force 
Barker was organized and some of the  th ings  on t h e  opera t ion  
t h a t  t h e  P I 0  w a s  t r y i n g  t o  do--sometimes it was h i s  word 
t h a t  hampered our  o f f i c e .  We never seemed t o  g e t  along t o o  
w e l l .  He seemed t o  th ink  t h a t  t h e  PI0 wasn ' t  an important 
funct ion  of t h e  m i l i t a r y  opera t ion .  I t  was an a p p r a i s a l  
th ing .  He j u s t  d i d n ' t  seem t o  have any regard f o r  P I O .  

Q. You i n d i c a t e d  i n  your subsequent d i scuss ion  with 
Colonel BARKER t h a t  he b r i e f e d  you on the  opera t ion ,  on what 
had been accomplished, and t h a t  t h e r e  was some d i scuss ion  
concerning the  number k i l l e d  with r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  number of 
weapons captured. 
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A. Yes, s ir ,  I t h i n k  I mentioned it t o  him a t  t h e  
end of our  d i s c u s s i o n  and he d i d  i n  some way i n d i c a t e  t o  m e  
t h a t  he d i d n ' t  f e e l  t h a t  it was necessary  f o r  him t o  comment 
on it, It wasn ' t  p a r t  of my s t o r y  p a r t i c u l a r l y ,  anyhow, and 
I would do a f i n e  job w i t h  t h e  in format ion  t h a t  I had. H e  
seemed t o  be very happy w i t h  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  and c o n f i d e n t  
t h a t  I could do a t  least  a pas sab le  s t o r y .  

Q T h i s  provided somewhat of a l e a d  i n t o  t h e  d i s -
cuss ion  of t h e  c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s ?  

I;. I t  would have. I t  d i d n ' t  t u r n  o u t  t h a t  way, 
bu t  i f  I had f e l t  l i k e  pushing it, t h a t  would have been 
t h e  p l a c e  t o  s tar t .  

Q But you d i d n ' t  t a k e  t h i s  oppor tun i ty  t o  d i s c u s s  
t h i s - - t he  c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s ?  

A. NO, I d i d n ' t ,  

Q - When you r e t u r n e d  from t h e r e  t o  Duc Pho, t o  whom 
d i d  you r e p o r t ?  

A. I went back t o  o u r  o f f i c e  and t a l k e d  t o  L ieu tenan t  
DUNN who was, I guess ,  our  i n fo rma t ion  o f f i c e r .  I guess I 
d i d n ' t  t a l k  t o o  much about  it from what people  have t o l d  me 
s i n c e  then.  They d o n ' t  remember my t e l l i n g  them. I d o n ' t  
r e c a l l  what I s a i d  when I g o t  back,  whether  I w a s  shocked 
t h a t  t h i s  would be t h e  t ype  of ope ra t ion - - I  wouldn ' t  have 
t o o  much t o  sa-y, b u t  I d i d n ' t  t h i n k  t h i s  would be  cons idered  
a normal o p e r a t i o n .  I was j u s t  p r e t t y  f e d  up w i t h  t h e  whole 
t h ing .  I j u s t  wanted t o  w r i t e  a s t o r y  and f o r g e t  about it. 
I d i d n ' t  even want t o  w r i t e  t h e  s t o r y . .  I t h i n k  I mentioned 
t o  L ieu tenan t  DUNN something about  how am I going t o  w r i t e  
t h i s  s t o r y ,  about  t h i s  l a r g e  number of bod ie s  and sma l l  
number of weapons, and he of course  was doing t h e  same t h i n g ,  
because he l a i d  o u t  a r e p o r t  which was be ing  s e n t  t o  d i v i s i o n  
and w a s  l a t e r  t r a n s m i t t e d  t o  t h e  MACV PI0 i n  Saigon,  and he 
had t h e  same f i g u r e s  I d i d ,  t h a t  he had g o t t e n  from t h e  TOC. 

Q. What f i g u r e s  w e r e  you us ing?  
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A. The 128 K I A ' s ,  and I b e l i e v e  t h e r e  were 2 K H A ' s  
and 1 WHA and around 2 0  s u s p e c t s  o r  s o ,  I t h i n k .  

Q And t h e  weapons? 

A. There were t h r e e  weapons. Two c a r b i n e s  and an 
M - 1  o r  something l i k e  t h a t ,  and 40 60-mil l imeter  mor ta r  
rounds and some w e b  g e a r  and medical  s u p p l i e s ,  and I t h i n k  
t h a t  w a s  a l l .  Maybe t h e r e  was some h o s p i t a l  equipment t h a t  
an element of B Company l o c a t e d ,  some k ind  of l i t t l e  f i e l d  
h o s p i t a l  s e tup .  

Q Had you cons ide red  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  t h e  50 
t h a t  you had seen  k i l l e d  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  would have been 
inc luded  i n  t h i s  f i g u r e  of  128 k i l l e d .  

A. I cons ide red  it. A s  a ma t t e r  of f a c t ,  I assumed 
t h a t  some of  them were ,  b u t  I had no way of  g e t t i n g  any i d e a  
of  t h e  t o t a l  number of people  k i l l e d ,  and I d o n ' t  know 
whether t h a t  128 was a c t u a l  mi l i t a ry -age  males o r  t h e y  had 
inc luded  m i l i t a r y - a g e  women o r  c h i l d r e n  down t o  a c e r t a i n  
p o i n t .  I d o n ' t  know what t h e  f i g u r e  conta ined .  

Q But a t  t h i s  p o i n t  you d i d n ' t  f e e l  o b l i g a t e d  t o  
go t o  anybody and t e l l  them what you had seen ,  and s o  f o r t h ,  
du r ing  t h e  cou r se  of  t h e  day? 

A. W e l l ,  I t a l k e d  t o  a few people  i n  o u r  o f f i c e  
about  it and i n  t h e  nex t  couple  of  days mentioned t h a t  I had 
seen  a l o t  of people  killed--women and c h i l d r e n .  Nobody seem-
e d  d i s t u r b e d  t o  t h e  p o i n t  o f  want ing t o  do something about  
it. I t h i n k  HAEBERLE and I mentioned something about  what 
t h i s  would do i n  t h e  p r e s s  when HAEBERLE g o t  o u t  t h e  fol low-
i n g  week, b u t  n e i t h e r  one of  us f e l t  t h a t  he wanted t o  s t i r  up any 
s c a n d a l  i n  t h e  Uni ted S t a t e s  Army o r  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of t h e  
Uni ted S t a t e s  Army o r  anyth ing  l i k e  t h a t .  W e  j u s t  wanted t o  
w r i t e  a s t o r y  and do ou r  jobs .  I guess I w a s n ' t  ve ry  moti-
vated.  

Q With r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  photos t aken  by HAEBERLE, 
were you aware of  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  h e  was t a k i n g  t h e s e  w i t h  a 
p r i v a t e  camera and n o t  t u r n i n g  them i n  t o  t h e  PIO? 
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A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  I was. That  i s  one r ea son  why he took 
h i s  own camera. H e  wanted t o  g e t  some c o l o r  s l i d e s .  He had 
been i n  t h e  p a s t  c o l l e c t i n g  some c o l o r  s l ides,  going t o  DUC 

Pho and s h o o t i n g  p i c t u r e s  of t h e  marke tp lace  and c h i l d r e n  
running around. H e  wanted t o  p u t  t o g e t h e r  a s l i d e  show on 
scenes  from Vietnam. 

Q- But t h e  p i c t u r e s  t h a t  he had on h i s  camera were,  
g e n e r a l l y  speaking ,  t h e  p i c t u r e s  t h a t  showed most of  t h e  
a t r o c i t i e s .  W e  have determined t h a t ,  whereas t h e  b l ack  
and wh i t e  d i d  n o t  i n c l u d e  them. 

A. Y e s .  

Q - Is t h i s  cons idered  t h e  p rope r  t h i n g  t o  do i n  t h e  
PI0  s e c t i o n ,  w i t h i n  t h e  i n d o c t r i n a t i o n  which you had been 
given i n  t h e  P I0  bus ines s?  

A. I d a n ' t  r e a l l y  know i f  I can make a v a l u e  judg- 
ment o r  no t .  I know w e  d i d n ' t  t a k e  p i c t u r e s  w i th  an Army 
camera on b l a c k  and wh i t e  f i l m  of t h i n g s  t h a t  w e  c o u l d n ' t  
use ,  because it was a  waste  of f i l m  and a was te  of p roces s  
t ime and our  NCOIC,  Sergeant  STONICH, i n s t r u c t e d  us n o t  
t o  s h o o t  any th ing  w e  c o u l d n ' t  use.  What w e  d i d  w i t h  our  
cameras--1 d o n ' t  remember anybody t e l l i n g  us  t h a t  w e  could 
o r  could n o t  s h o o t  any o t h e r  p a r t i c u l a r  t h i n g s ,  o t h e r  t han  
c l a s s i f i e d  m a t e r i a l .  

Q .  W e l l ,  some t i m e  b e f o r e  you i n d i c a t e d  M r .  HAEBERLE, 
then S p e c i a l i s t  HAEBERLE, I bel ieve--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  H e  w a s  a buck s e r g e a n t .  

Q* But he wanted t o  p u t  t o g e t h e r  p i c t u r e s  of t h e s e  
a t r o c i t i e s  t o  u t i l i z e .  W a s  t h i s  a known , f a c t  between your- 
s e l f  and Sergeant  KAEBERLE? 

A. Well ,  t h e  a t r o c i t i e s  w e r e  on ly  a  p a r t  of what 
he wanted t o  p u t  t o g e t h e r .  H e  wanted t o  have a  bunch of 
s l i d e s  of Vietnam--on h i s  t r i p  t o  Vietnam, and he f e l t  t h a t  
a t r o c i t i e s  d i d  occur  on bo th  s i d e s  and he wanted t o  have 
p i c t u r e s  of them. I knew it. Everybody else i n  t h e  u n i t  
knew it, I b e l i e v e ;  a t  least  I never  had any f e e l i n g  t h a t  
it was t r y i n g  t o  be h id .  

Q. I ' m  n o t  s u r e  t h a t  I i n t e r p r e t  you c o r r e c t l y .  A r e  
you say ing  t h a t  t h e r e  were some o t h e r  a t r o c i t i e s ' t h a t  you 
were f a m i l i a r  wi th  t h a t  have n o t  come t o  l i g h t ?  
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A, Well,  t h e r e  was some V i e t  Cong a t r o c i t i e s  t h a t  
he took p i c t u r e s  of a l s o .  They blew up a bus i n  Duc Pho 
and they  blew up some b u i l d i n g s  i n  Duc Pho. He photograph-
ed t h a t .  This was t h e  only t ime t h a t  he had any oppor-
t u n i t y  t o  t a k e  any p i c t u r e s  of American a t r o c i t i e s .  

Q Did Capta in  MOODY a s s o c i a t e  w i t h  your  PI0 at 
t h a t  t ime? 

A. Yes, he w a s  a l i e u t e n a n t  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  H e  was 
a s s o c i a t e d  l o o s e l y  w i th  o u r  P I 0  a t  t h a t  t ime.  

Q - What do you mean " loose ly"?  

A, He s p e n t  very l i t t l e  t ime i n  it. H e  f e l t ,  I 
ga the red ,  t h a t  w e  were doing a good job,  and t h e  on ly  t i m e  
he  would g ive  us i n s t r u c t i o n s  w a s  a t  t h e  t i m e  he had made 
a d e a l  t o  cover o r  something t h a t  he was p e r s o n a l l y  invol-
ved i n .  

Q Well, who would you normally r e p o r t  t o  then?  
L ieu tenan t  DUNN o r  t o  L ieu tnean t  MOODY? 

A. Well ,  I r e p o r t e d  t o  L ieu tenan t  DUNN. L i eu t enan t  
MOODY--I only  r e p o r t e d  t o  him when he r eques t ed  i t .  The 
f a c t  of r e p o r t i n g  t o  somebody was n o t  very a c c u r a t e .  Our 
o f f i c e  was run very  in fo rma l ly .  When t h e r e  was a job t o  
do we decided among us who was going t o  do it and they  d i d  
it, and they  knew t h a t  they  were going t o  w r i t e  a s t o r y  on 
it and they d i d  t h a t  o Lieu tenan t  DUNN checked t h e  s t o r y  
and i f  L i eu t enan t  MOODY was t h e r e  sometimes he would look 
a t  it and we would send  it on, b u t  we d i d n ' t  have a very 
s t r i c t  cha in  of command. 

Q The c o l o r  f i l m  t h a t  HAEBERLE had,  d i d  he have 
them developed i n  count ry  wh i l e  he was t h e r e ,  o r  was it 
subsequent  t o  h i s  d e p a r t u r e ?  

A, No, I unders tand '  t h a t  he d i d  them h imse l f  when 
he was i n  school  back i n  the States; T h . e r e  was no way w e  
could develop c o l o r  f i l m  i n  country.  

Q Most of it was s e n t  o u t .  T h a t ' s  t r u e .  Within 
t h e  P I 0  s e c t i o n . o n c e  p i c t u r e s  were t a k e n ,  were such p ic -
t u r e s  normally r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  command, t o  t h e  b r i g a d e  com-
mander, t o  t h e  execu t ive  o f f i c e r ,  o r  t o  t h e  G 2  o r  t h e  G 3 ?  
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A. No, sir. We processed them and p r i n t e d  t h e  ones 
t h a t  we could use t o  go along wi th  t h e  s t o r y ,  o r  made pic-
t u r e s  t h a t  w e  would r e l e a s e  j u s t  with cap t ions ,  something 
t h a t  would g e t  t h e  11th Brigade 's  name i n  t h e  paper.  We 
only checked these  th ings  out  when w e  f e l t  t h e r e  might be 
a ques t ion  of s e c u r i t y .  

Q You i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  you had some concern i n  w r i t -
i ng  t h i s  a r t i c l e  which you prepared,  ev iden t ly  f o r  t h e  
d i v i s i o n  newspaper? 

A. More o r  l e s s ,  yes ,  sir.  On each opera t ion  we 
wmte  a r e l e a s e  and s e n t  it through channels t o  be c l ea red .  
When it came back we s e n t  it t o  t h e  r e p o r t e r  and advisors  
f o r  t h e  paper i n  Saigon, and s e n t  them t o  t h e  home town of 
any i n d i v i d u a l  t h a t  s t a r r e d  i n  t h e  a c t i o n ,  and I did--I  was 
concerned with i t - -wi th  how I was going t o  w r i t e  an a r t i c l e  
t h a t  made us sound l i k e  t h a t  w e  had c a r r i e d  out--what sound-
ed l i k e  it was the  b igges t  opera t ion  i n  Vietnam t h a t  day. 
It w a s  t h e  l a r g e s t  number of enemy k i l l e d  t h a t  day and drew 
q u i t e  a b i t  of a t t e n t i o n ,  I guess ,  i n  t h e  p ress  b r i e f i n g s  the  
next  day. I wrote it from t h e  p o i n t  of view t h a t  it was 
success fu l  because we had k i l l e d  a l a r g e  number of VC. 

Q. Did you have any revu l s ion  i n  w r i t i n g  such an 
a r t i c l e ?  

A. I d i d  when I f i r s t  got  back, I th ink .  I seem t o  
remember mentioning it t o  Lieutenant  DUNN. "How can I say 
t h i s ,  t h a t  we k i l l e d  a11 these  people and d i d n ' t  cap tu re  
anything? It makes us look p r e t t y  bad." And he s a i d ,  
"Go ahead and w r i t e  something. I ' l l  h e l p  you wi th  i t , "  
o r  something l i k e  t h a t ,  When I wrote it, I more o r  l e s s  
followed t h e  l i n e s  t h a t  he had used when he made up h i s  
r e p o r t  t o  d i v i s i o n ,  which mostly was j u s t  f a c t .  

Q e  Had you discussed t h e  c i v i l i a n s ,  women and chi ld-
ren  t h a t  were being k i l l e d ,  and a l l  t h e  f a c t s  you had 
observed with Lieutenant  DUNN o r  Lieutenant  MOODY? 

A. I ' m  c e r t a i n  t h a t  I mentioned it t o  Lieutenant  
DUNN, bu t  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  mentioning it t o  Lieutenant  MOODY. 
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.Q- I r e c a l l  r ead ing  an a r t i c l e  i n  a newspaper which 
was q u o t i n g  L ieu tenan t  DUNN comparat ively  r e c e n t l y ,  which 
i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  he s a w  t h e s e  s t a t i s t i c s  and t h a t  he knew t h a t  
something was f i s h y .  

A ,  I imagine t h a t  t h a t  i s  probably t r u e ,  b u t  I men-
t i o n e d  t h e  l a r g e  number of bodies  t o  t h e  sma l l  afnount of 
equipment. H e  of course  knew about  it b e f o r e  I even g o t  
back. 

Q. Well, do you remember r e p o r t i n g  t o  him, s p e c i f i -
c a l l y ,  t h a t  you observed women and c h i l d r e n  which had been 
k i l l e d ?  

A. I remember ment ioning t h a t .  I d o n ' t  remember t o  
what degree .  I d o n ' t  know whether I went on f o r  hours  about  
it o r  whether I s a i d ,  "They probably counted a  l o t  of women 
and c h i l d r e n  i n  t h a t  f i g u r e , "  an of fhand  comment l i k e  t h a t .  
We became r a t h e r  c y n i c a l  a t  t i m e s .  

10: I may have more q u e s t i o n s  l a te r .  

; M R  MACCRATE: Do you happen t o  know t h e  d i v i s i o n  P I  o f f i c e r  
t o  whom L ieu tnean t  MOODY r epo r t ed?  

:A.. I t  might have been Major HILL. I ' m  n o t  s u r e .  
I t h i n k  he might have come i n  l a t e r .  I ' m  n o t  s u r e .  No, I 
t h i n k  a t  . t ha t  t i m e  it was a guy, a major, whose name s t a r t e d  
w i t h  a " G " .  H i s  f i r s t  name was P a t .  I d o n ' t  remember. 

Q a You i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e  people--you d i d n '  t i d e n t i f y  
who t h e  people  w e r e  t h a t  you were r e f e r r i n g  t o  when you s a i d ,  

' 	 " I  d i d  n o t  r e p o r t  very  much a t  t h a t  t i m e , "  i . ? d i c a t i n g  t h a t  
you r e c e n t l y  have been t a l k i n g  t o  some of t h e  same people  
i n  t r y i n g  t o  b r i n g  back i n  your mind what each one of you 

- d i d ,  I suppose,  I wondered who those  people  a r e  w i t h  whom 

. you were r e f r e s h i n g  your  r e c o l l e c t i o n .  


A. Well, I t a l k e d  t o  L i e u t e n a n t  DUNN a couple  of  
weeks ago, and I t a l k e d  t o  Bernie  GMITER who was ano the r  
photographer  wi th  our  u n i t .  I asked Bern ie  i f  he remem-
bered my say ing  anyth ing .  He c o u l d n ' t  remember anyth ing  
except  HAEBERLE t e l l i n g  about  t h a t  c h i l d  t h a t  f lew backwards 
o u t  of  t h e  l e n s  of t h e  camera. 
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Q - You a l s o  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  i n  t a l k i n g  w i t h  people  
a t  t h e  o f f i c e  t h a t  no one wanted t o  d i s t u r b  t h i n g s .  Was 
t h i s  the a t t i t u d e  of each one of t h e s e  i n d i v i d u a l s  i n  your 
PI detachment? 

A. Well ,  it w a s  t h e  f e e l i n g  t h a t  w e  were g iven  i n  
t h e  o f f i c e  mostly by our  NCOIC s e r g e a n t ,  who had been i n  
t h e  Army a long t ime ,  and f e l t  t h a t  t h e  b e s t  way t o  do t h i n g s  
i n  t h e  Army w a s  ' t o  do your  job and do it w e l l  and don t 
rock t h e  boa t .  W e  had been f a i r l y  w e l l  i n d o c t r i n a t e d .  

Did you eve r  hea r  on o r  about  t h a t  t i m e  t h a t  an 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  w a s  being conducted? 

A. No, I d i d n lt, and h e r e  a g a i n ,  f o r  whatever  bear -  
i n g  it might have,  I asked L ieu tenan t  DUNN when I t a l k e d  t o  
him a couple  of weeks ago i f  he had hea rd  any th ing ,  because 
he had con tac t ed  L ieu tenan t  GORE--

&. Lieu tenan t  who? 

A .  GORE, G-O-R-E. 

Q a Who i s  L ieu tenan t  GORE? 

A, 
was 

H e  w a s  t h e  XO of o u r  headqua r t e r s  
a f r i e n d  of  L ieu t enan t  DUNN a t  t h e  t i m e  

company and he 
and he may have 

been a t  LZ D o t t i e  du r ing  t h e  o p e r a t i o n .  I f o r g e t  e x a c t l y  
what he was doing t h e r e ,  b u t  he had something t o  do wi th  
t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ,  

Q.  O r d i n a r i l y  he would be a t  Chu La i?  

A ,  No. O r d i n a r i l y  he would be a t  Duc Pho a t  our  
headqua r t e r s  company, 1 1 t h  Br igade ,  and L ieu tenan t  DUNN had 
a l s o  c o n t a c t e d  ano the r  l i e u t e n a n t  who was c o u r i e r  f o r  Task 
Force Barker.  He con tac t ed  him r e c e n t l y  and asked him i f  
he heard  of an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  because t h e  young l i e u t e n a n t s  
would l i s t e n  whenever t hey  could ,  t o  f i n d  o u t  what was going 
on. They always wanted t o  be i n  t h e  know. And L ieu tenan t  
DUNN seemed t o  t h i n k  t h a t  t h e r e  was no th ing  he hea rd  about  
and he g o t  around f a i r l y  w e l l ,  and I g o t  around f a i r l y  w e l l  
and I d idn  t h e a r  anyth ing  unusual .  
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MR MACCRATE: The c o u r i e r  would be i n  t h e  P I  detachment? 

A. No, he worked f o r - - d i r e c t l y  between Task Force  
Barker command, which would be Colonel  BARKER and h i s  1, 2 ,  
3,  and s o  f o r t h ,  and t h e  b r i g a d e  command, t h e  TOC t h e r e .  H e  
would t a k e . o r d e r s  o u t  t o  Colonel  BARKER and t h i n g s  l i k e  t h a t .  

10: Well,  is  c o u r i e r  t h e  proper  word h e r e ,  M r ,  ROBERTS, 
o r  t h e  d e f i n i t i v e  t e r m  " l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r " ?  

A. I t h i n k  l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r  was what he was c a l l e d .  
T h a t ' s  r i g h t ,  sir. 

MR MACCRATE: W e l l . ,  you were never  ques t ioned  by any i n v e s t i -
g a t o r  i n  t h a t  t i m e  frame? 

A. No, s ir .  

Q Were you e v e r  ques t ioned  b e f o r e  t h e  C I D  ques-
t i o n e d  you? 

A. N o ,  s i r .  

Q You had r e f e r r e d  e a r l i e r  t o  a d i s c u s s i o n  you had 
t h a t  n igh t - - I  g a t h e r  t h e  n i g h t  of 16 March--with M r .  HAEBERLE. 
You d i d  g e t  back from LZ D o t t i e  t o  f i r e  base  Bronco t h a t  
evening? 

A. Yes, sir-. 

Q And you made t h i s  whole r e t u r n  t r i p  wi th  M r .  
HAEBERLE, I g a t h e r ?  

A,  T h a t ' s  t r u e .  

Q. And i n  t h e  course  of t h a t  t r i p  back,  o r  t h a t  
evening,  d i d  you d i s c u s s  t h e  d a y ' s  o p e r a t i o n s ?  

A. We d i s c u s s e d  them some. I d o n ' t  remember aga in  
t o  what e x t e n t  we dwel led on it. I had t o  w r i t e  a s t o r y  
and he was concerned p r i m a r i l y  wi th  packing h i s  bag, s i n c e  
h e  was very " s h o r t " ,  and I b e l i e v e  he might have processed  
t h e  f i l m ,  b u t  I t h i n k  t h a t  i s  about a l l  he d i d  b e f o r e  he 
l e f t .  W e  probably spoke some about  it.  I know we t a l k e d  
about  t h a t  c h i l d  t h a t  w a s  s h o t  r i g h t  i n  f r o n t  of HAEBERLE's 
camera. 
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Q. Well, d i d  you do some agonizing t o g e t h e r ,  a s  t o  
t h e  r e p o r t s  t h a t  you might be each making o r  t h e  s t o r y  t h a t  
you had t o  w r i t e .  Did you sha re  with him some of t h e  con-
cerns i n  your mind t h a t  you i n d i c a t e  t h a t  you-shared  with 
Lieutenant  DUNN when he re turned?  

A. No, I thought we mentioned something about it 
when we walked o u t  of t h e  TOC a t  LZ Dottie--about,  "How am 
I going t o  w r i t e  a s t o r y  l i k e  t h i s ? "  I t  was j u s t  an o f f -
hand comment. HAEBERLE was no t  a-t a l l  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  my 
w r i t i n g  t h e  s t o r y .  

Q. What was he i n t e r e s t e d  i n ?  

A .  He was i n t e r e s t e d  i n  going home. He was i n t e r -
es t ed  i n  t ak ing  some good p i c t u r e s  home with him. 

Q. Did he  i n d i c a t e  t o  you a t  t h a t  t ime any i n t e n t i o n  
of what he  was going t o  do wi th  t h e s e  p i c t u r e s ?  

A. I th ink  we mentioned what t h e  p ress  would do wi th  
photos l i k e  t h a t ,  and we more o r  less - -wel l ,  I was going t o  
g e t  a copy of t h e  photos from him when I go t  o u t  of t h e  Army 
and came through Ohio, and I was going t o  come through t h e r e  
a n d  p ick . . tha t  up.. He was going t o  make me a copy of t h e  
p i c t u r e s ,  b u t  when I came through Ohio he was away a t  school .  
I got  my photo gear  b u t  I never got  any p i c t u r e s  and he had 
never r e l eased  them. 

Q. I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t a l k i n g  t o  Lieutenant  DUNN, had 
you spoken t o  o t h e r s  who were t h e r e  with you a t  t h e  t ime,  
e i t h e r  i n  o r  o u t  of your detachment? 

A. Lieutenant  DUNN spoke with j u s t  about everybody. 
He t a l k e d  t o  HAEBERLE about 3 weeks ago. I ' v e  t a l k e d  
t o  Lieutenant  DUNN. I t a lked  t o  Bernie GMITER and 
Lieutenant  DUNN and t a l k e d  t o  POHLAND, one of t h e  guys who 
was t h e r e .  POHLAND l a t e r  went r i g h t  i n t o  t h e  P I  detachment. 
Kevin HOWE, h e ' s  a w r i t e r  o u t  i n  C a l i f o r n i a .  I ' v e  w r i t t e n  
t o  him and h e ' s  w r i t t e n  t o  me a couple of t imes .  Lieuten-
a n t  DUNN t a l k e d  t o  J i m  FORD, who is s t a y i n g  o u t  a t  t h e  
P res id io ,  t o  s e e  what he  could remember about it. I t h i n k  
j u s t  about everybody i n  our  u n i t  has  t a l k e d  t o  one person 
o r  another  and even tua l ly  a l l  t h e i r  comments s i f t e d  back 
t o  m e .  
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Q - W e l l ,  has  any of t h i s  given you any f u r t h e r  back-
ground a s  t o  what in format ion  was being c i r c u l a t e d  a t  t h a t  
t ime? 

A.  I t h i n k  a l l  of t h e  knowledge t h a t  was be ing  cir-
c u l a t e d  I have j u s t  brought  o u t ,  which i s  no t  very much. It  
w a s  gained from my sea rch ing  my knowledge. I t  wasn ' t  from 
t h e  comments, because I d o n ' t  remember what I s a i d  when I 
g o t  back. I thought  a t  f i r s t  t h a t  I probably t o l d  them t h e  
whole s t o r y ,  b u t  nobody I have t a l k e d  t o  remembers my t e l l -
i n g  t h e  s t o r y ,  s o  I must n o t  have. 

Q - Did you have a t  t h e  t i m e  any c o n t a c t  w i t h  people  
a t  Chu Lai ,  a t  t h e  P I  detachment? 

A. . You mean d i d  I know any of them i n d i v i d u a l l y ?  

Q. Y e s ,  d i d  you t r a v e l  around t h e  a r e a  and a t  t i m e s  
g e t  t o  Chu Lai?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  I g o t  t o  Chu Lai  every couple  of weeks. 

Q Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  a s  you moved around 
t h e  a r e a ,  about hea r ing  any comments about--was t h i s  some-
t h i n g  being d i scussed?  

A. No, I t h i n k  I mentioned it t o  one of L%e guys i n  
t h e  P I 0  i n  Chu Lai  when I was up t h e r e  one t i m e .  One of t h e  
guys was a p r e t t y  good f r i e n d  of mine. 

Q Who w a s  t h a t ?  

A. Mike CHELSE. H e  c a l l e d  me and asked m e  i f  t h i s  
was the same t h i n g  t h a t  I t a l k e d  t o  him about when I was i n  
Chu L a i .  So, I must have mentioned it t o  him because he 
mentioned t h a t  t o t a l  f o r  h i s  o p e r a t i o n ,  b u t  they d i d n ' t  do 
any o t h e r  r e s e a r c h  on it. 

Q . Was t h i s  t h e  s t o r y  from t h e  Southern Cross publ i -
c a t i o n  e n t i t l e d ,  "11th Jungle  Warriors B a t t l e  Enemy i n  South-
e r n  Quang Ngai"? Do you r e c a l l  t h a t ?  Is t h a t  something 
prepared by you? 
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A. Th i s  w a s  p repared  by d i v i s i o n .  

MR WEST: Another s h e e t  shows t h e  d a t e  of  t h a t .  

A .  I t  w a s  t h e  f i r s t .  Is t h i s  a l l  t h e  same e d i t i o n ?  

MR MACCRATE: T h a t ' s  t h e  way I unders tand it. 

A. I t ' s  t h e  ann ive r sa ry  e d i t i o n  o r  something l i k e  
t h a t .  I t h i n k  t h e  America1 Div i s ion  wrote  a h i s t o r y  of 
what they  had done s i n c e  they  had been t h e r e ,  and Task Force 
Barker was cons idered  a  very s u c c e s s f u l  o p e r a t i o n .  

Q. I n  t h i s  ann ive r sa ry ,  i n  h e r a l d i n g  t h e  doings  o f  
t h e  b r i g a d e ,  r e f e r e n c e  w a s  made t h a t  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  was espe-
c i a l l y  e f f e c t i v e  du r ing  t h e  two b a t t l e s  o f  My L a i ,  when i t s  
f a s t - f i r i n g  cannoneers b l a s t e d  n e a r l y  100 o f  t h e  
t o t a l  k i l l e d .  Do you have any i d e a  o f  t h e  o r i g i n  of t h a t  
in format ion?  

A. No. That  of cou r se  w a s  w r i t t e n  q u i t e  a wh i l e  
a f t e r  it took  p l a c e ,  and it may have r e f e r r e d  t o  o t h e r  b a t t l e s  
of  My La i  o r  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  a r e a .  

Q . W a s  t h e r e  anyth ing  i n  your r e p o r t  of t h i s  engage- 
ment t h a t  r e f e r r e d  t o  a r t i l l e r y  as p l a y i n g  a l a r g e  p a r t ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  t h a t  I d i d  r e f e r  t o  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  i n  
t h a t  s to ry- - in  my s t o r y .  I r e a d  it over  once a few weeks 
ago, b u t  I h a v e n ' t  r ead  it s i n c e  then .  L i e u t e n a n t  DUNN 
may have a copy o f  t h i s .  A s  I s a y ,  I took a l o t  of  copy 
from what L ieu t enan t  DUNN had w r i t t e n ,  because I j u s t  fol low-
ed t h e  g e n e r a l  o u t l i n e  of  t h e  way he wrote  it. 

Q .  Did you have any q u e s t i o n s  r a i s e d  a t  t h a t  t i m e  
about  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  and t h o s e  KIA's? 

A. No, I t h i n k  I mentioned e a r l i e r  t h a t  when I saw 
t h e s e  groups o f  bod ie s ,  o r  a  group of  b o d i e s ,  I thought  t h a t  
it w a s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t hey  had been k i l l e d  by an a r t i l l e r y  
ba r r age ;  and a l s o  when I c ros sed  t h a t  i r r i g a t i o n  d i t c h  t h a t  
t h e  ground w a s  t o r n  up, and I thought  a t  f i r s t  it was done 
by a r t i l l e r y .  Then I l a t e r  dec ided  t h e r e  c o u l d n ' t  have been 
t o o  much a r t i l l e r y  because I d i d n ' t  s e e  any c r a t e r s .  
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Q - Did you have any s t a n d i n g  i n s t r u c t i o n s  from Lieu-
t e n a n t  MOODY o r  from L ieu tenan t  DUNN a s  t o  what you w e r e  t o  
r e p o r t  r e g u l a r l y  t o  them? 

A. No. 

Q You had gone i n t o  P I 0  back i n  t h e  pe r iod  t h a t  
you were i n  Hawaii? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q - And when you made t h e  t r a n s f e r  ove r  t o  P I 0  a t  
t h a t  t ime what k ind  of  i n d o c t r i n a t i o n  d i d  you r e c e i v e ?  

A. None. The on ly  people  i n  P I 0  a t  t h e  t i m e  I 
t r a n s f e r r e d  were Sergeant  STONICH, HAEBERLE, and Ter ry  
NORTON, who w a s  ano the r  photographer .  

Q Well, d i d  your  t r a n s f e r  c o n s i s t  j u s t  of  r e p o r t i n g  
t o  one of them? 

A. More o r  l e s s .  

Q a W e l l ,  who was i n  charge o f  t h e  detachment when 
you were f i r s t  a s s igned  t o  i t ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  it was an a d d i t i o n a l  du ty  of  t h e  S1, 
b u t  run  e n t i r e l y  by Se rgean t  S T O N I C H ,  who o f t e n t i m e s  re -
p o r t e d  d i r e c t l y  t o  Colonel  HENDERSON, o r  ano the r  c o l o n e l ,  
depending on  who w a s  t h e r e .  

Q. Is t h e r e  3- book of  r e g u l a t i o n s  o r  d i r e c t i o n s - -
something t h a t  you g e t  when you move i n t o  PIO--which a r e  t h e  
r u l e s  f o r  your  o p e r a t i o n .  What do you r e c e i v e ?  What d i d  
you r e c e i v e ?  

A. T h e r e ' s  a  s e c t i o n  i n  t h e  Army r e g u l a t i o n s  t h a t  
t e l l s  what t h e  d u t i e s  of P I 0  are; t o  what e x t e n t  t h i n g s  . 

might be c l a s s i f i e d ;  i n fo rma t ion  of a c o n f i d e n t i a l  n a t u r e ;  
s e c u r i t y ,  t h a t  t y p e  of  t h i n g ;  and I r e a d  a l l  t h e  A R ' s ,  b u t  
I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  anyone g i v i n g  m e  s p e c i f i c  i n s t r u c t i o n s .  
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Did e i t h e r  t h e  S l  o r  your s e r g e a n t  p o i n t  you i n  
Q a  


t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of what you should read?  Give you any indi-
c a t i o n  as  t o  t h e  i n d o c t r i n a t i o n  you should  have f o r  your- 
s e l f ?  

A. Se rgean t  STONICH b r i e f e d  me p r e t t y  w e l l .  H e  
t o l d  m e  a l l  t h e  AR's t h a t  r e f e r r e d  t o  PI0 and showed me t h e  
type  of work he was doing and t o l d  me b a s i c a l l y  t h a t  w e  were 
t r y i n g  t o  sp read  t h e  name of t h e  11 th  Brigade and,  you know, 
make it look t h e  b e s t  w e  could.  

Q. Did he s a y  anyth ing  t o  you about  t h e  k ind  of 
in format ion  t h a t ,  i f  it came t o  your  a t t e n t i o n ,  they  would 
want it r e p o r t e d  t o  them? 

A. W e l l ,  o f t e n t i m e s  t h e r e  was in fo rma t ion  even 
back i n  H a w a i i  t h a t  we had t o  know abou t ,  b u t  we c e r t a i n l y  
d i d n ' t  r e p o r t  it t o  anybody. We j u s t  knew about  it i n  case  
we were asked.  There w e r e  s e v e r a l  t h i n g s  t h a t  took  p l a c e ,  
even in Hawaii, such a s  a man drowning i n  a t r a i n i n g  opera- 
t i o n .  We d i d n ' t  r e p o r t  t h a t  t o  anybody o t h e r  t h a n  t h e  f a c t  
t h a t  we knew about  it. W e  had t o  be knowledgeable i n  t h a t  
i f  a  q u e s t i o n  was d i r e c t e d  t o  us .  You knew what t o  t e l l  
them and what n o t  t o  t e l l  them. 

Q. Did I unders tand t h a t  a l l  w r i t i n g  t h a t  you would 
have prepared  would have been submi t ted  e i t h e r  t o  L ieu tenan t  
DUNN o r  t o  L i e u t e n a n t  MOODY a t  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  t ime? You 
i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  you wrote  a s t o r y  on t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ,  and I 
b e l i e v e  you i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  it w a s  pub l i shed  i n  t h r e e  p l a c e s ?  

A. No, I s a i d  t h a t ' s  where we s e n t  a l l  of  o u r  
s t o r i e s .  I t h i n k  it was pub l i shed  i n  t h e  S t a r s  and S t r i p e s ,  
and o f  course  w e  p r i n t e d  it i n  ou r  l i t t l e  b r i g a d e  newspaper, 
o r  whatever you want t o  c a l l  it, and I ' m  n o t  s u r e  i f  any-
body else r e a d  it. 

Q. Do you happen t o  have copies  of the b r i g a d e  
newspaper a t  t h i s  t ime? 
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A. I had one. I d o n ' t  know whether  I can f i n d  
another  one o r  n o t .  I know t h a t  L ieu t enan t  DUNN had.  t h e  
one t h a t  POHLAND had. 

Q a I t h i n k  it would be i n t e r e s t i n g  f o r  us t o  see 
any p u b l i c a t i o n s  from t h e  b r i g a d e  t h a t  could h e l p  us f i x  
some t imes of t h a t  in format ion .  

A. The l o c a l  newspaper t h a t  w e  d i d  p u t  o u t  w a s  
p r in t ed - -pa r t  of t h e  f r o n t  page of  it, i n  t h e  Chicago 
Tribune.  J u s t  a p i c t u r e  of t h e  t o p  p a r t  of t h e  f r o n t  
page. So maybe you can p i n  it down t h a t  way. I might 
be a b l e  t o  f i n d  a copy. 

Q Did you t a k e  p a r t i c u l a r  u n i t s  w i t h i n  t h e  
b r igade  and t r y  t o  g i v e  them s p e c i a l  c r e d i t ?  

A. Yes, s i r ,  w e  t r i e d .  I guess ,  more o r  l e s s ,  
t h e  purpose of  t h e  paper  was morale f o r  t h e  u n i t s .  They 
could i d e n t i f y  w i t h  t h e i r  u n i t .  

Q Was t h i s  when you t r e a t e d  t h e  b i g  a r t i l l e r y  
triumph? I s e e  t h a t ,  a t  l e a s t  l a t e x  i n  August, t h a t  it 
seems t o  b e  s o  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n  paper?  

A. No, I ' d o n ' t  think--

Q • ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  That  which appeared i n  t h e  b r i g a d e  
a t  t h e  t i m e .  

A. No. I t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  was mentioned 
i n  t h e r e  and it  probably r a n  something l i k e ,  " A r t i l l e r y  
s o f t e n e d  them up and then  C h a r l i e  Company moved i n  s w i f t l y .  
We had l i t t l e  r e s i s t a n c e .  W e  s ecu red  t h e  a r e a . "  Tha t  
type  of t h i n g .  

Q. I j u s t  have one more ques t ion .  You i n d i c a t e d  
t h a t  you were t o l d  r e c e n t l y  t h a t  t h e  s e r g e a n t  w i t h  whom 
you went on t h e  second l i f t ,  who was i n  charge of . t h e  
squad t h a t  you s t a r t e d  o u t  w i t h ,  was Se rgean t  WEST. How 
d i d  you p ick  up t h a t  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n ?  

A.  Well, t h a t  p i c t u r e  where I t o l d  you I was i n  
t h e  back of t h e  l i n e  a c r o s s  t h i s  f i e l d  t h a t  HAEBERLE had 
taken.  I t  is obviously  me because I had a l i t t l e  pack on. 
That  p i c t u r e  was shown t o  Sergeant  WEST by,  I guess ,  t h e  
people  from t h e  Chicago Tribune,  and L ieu tenan t  DUNN t o l d  
me he i d e n t i f i e d  h imse l f  i n  t h e  p i c t u r e ,  s o  I assume t h a t  
i f  it  w a s n ' t  he  on the h e l i c o p t e r ,  it was h i s  squad t h a t  

(ROBERTS) 86 APP T-23 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

I was moving w i t h ,  i f  h i s  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  was c o r r e c t .  

Q I missed t h a t .  L i eu t enan t  DUNN? 

A. H e  works w i th  t h e  Chicage Tribune now, and h e ' s  
been doing a l o t  of  r e s e a r c h  for h i s  pape r ,  and he has  
c a l l e d  me a couple  t imes  and w r i t t e n  me concerning what 
he i s  doing.  

10: Colonel  WILSON? 

COL WILSON : Nothing. 

10: M r .  ROBERTS, d i d  Sergeant  HAEBERLE t a k e  any 
p i c t u r e s  t h a t  you h a v e n ' t  s een  a s  y e t ?  On t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know. I--he p o i n t e d  o u t  t o  m e  when I 
t a l k e d  t o  him about  3 weeks ago t h a t  he took about  
t h r e e  r o l l s  o f  b l ack  and wh i t e ,  and I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t  
he took t h a t  many. I t o l d  him t h a t  I d i d n ' t  t h i n k  t h a t  
t h e r e  w a s  t h a t  many, maybe j u s t  one r o l l ,  b u t  I have no 
way o f  knowing how many p i c t u r e s  t h a t  he took.  The ones 
t h a t  I remember h i s  t a k i n g  I have seen .  

Q I would l i k e  t o  ask you two q u e s t i o n s ,  M r .  
ROBERTS, t h a t  are very germane t o  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t h a t  
we a r e  conduct ing.  The f i r s t  q u e s t i o n  i s ,  why d i d  t h i s  
t h i n g  happen? 

A. Well ,  t h a t ' s  a very  d i f f i c u l t  q u e s t i o n  and I 
have pondered s i n c e  t h i s  t h i n g  was brought  o u t  i n  t h e  
p r e s s .  I t h i n k  b a s i c a l l y  it w a s  a r e a c t i o n  t o  f r u s t r a t i o n  
by t h e s e  people  t h a t  were i n  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  
t h a t  t hey  had o r d e r s  t o  go i n  t h e r e  and shoo t  women and 
c h i l d r e n .  I t h i n k  they  had o r d e r s  t o  go i n  t h e r e  and c l e a n  
o u t  t h i s  VC n e s t ,  and I t h i n k  t h a t  t hey  expected t o  have a 
l o t  of r e s i s t a n c e  and t o  be r e a l l y  i n  a heavy f i r e  f i g h t .  
They had been i n  t h e  same area two o t h e r  t i m e s  i n  t h e  p a s t  
2 weeks, and they  r e a l l y  had been i n  a l o t  of  t r o u b l e .  
I t h i n k  t h e  p r e s s  brought  o u t  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t hey  had 
a l i t t l e  memorial s e r v i c e  f o r  one o f  t h e i r  people  who was 
q u i t e  w e l l  l i k e d .  I t  w a s  r a t h e r  an emotional  l i t t l e  
s e r v i c e  and it probably helped t o  he igh ten  t h e i r  h a t r e d  
f o r  t h i s  a r e a  and t h e  VC i n  t h i s  a r e a .  P l u s  t h e  f a c t  
t h a t  any G I  i n  Vietnam i s  i n  a f r u s t r a t e d  s i t u a t i o n .  He 
d o e s n ' t  know who t o  be f r i e n d s  w i th .  Ch i ld ren  coddle  up 
t o  j eeps  and d rop  hand grenades  i n  them. You c a n ' t  t r u s t  
a c h i l d  because anybody i n  Vietnam--because you d o n ' t  know 
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who your f r i e n d s  a r e .  I t h i n k  t h a t  t h e s e  t h i n g s  were -
working on t h e s e  people .  The s i t u a t i o n  was r i g h t  and 
t h e y  went i n  t h e r e  t o  c l e a n  o u t  t h i s  VC n e s t  and some 
o f  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  among t h e  group g o t  c a r r i e d  away. I n  
every l a r g e  group you f i n d  some h o s t i l e  people  and some 
don ' t - ca re - type  peop le ,  and I t h i n k  t h e  h o s t i l e  peop le ,  
t h e  I -don ' t - ca re  people  d i d  what was done t h e r e .  I t  
w a s  j u s t  a bad r e a c t i o n  t o  t h e s e  i n s t a n c e s  and t h e  
s i t u a t i o n  i n  Vietnam. 

Q .  You a l s o  i n d i c a t e d  i n  your e a r l i e r  d i s c u s s i o n  
t h a t  t h e s e  pep t a l k s  t h a t  t hey  r e c e i v e d ,  d i d  t h a t - a l s o  
seem t o  add f u e l  t o  f i r e ,  s o  t o  speak? 

A .  I t h i n k  g e n e r a l l y  t h a t  t h a t  was a c o n s i d e r a b l e  
f a c t o r .  Also,  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t hey  r e a l l y  had made no head-
way i n  the two p rev ious  engagements and t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t hey  
had taken  q u i t e  a few c a s u a l t i e s .  The f a c t  t h a t  t h i s  t i m e  
t hey  were going t o  be ready and go back i n  t h e r e ;  no th ing  
was going t o  s t o p  them, which is t h e  t ype  of  t h i n g  t h a t  I 
would t h i n k  would be a good way t o  b r i e f  guys when 
t h e y ' r e  about  t o  go i n t o  a heavy f i r e  f i g h t ,  where t hey  
would expec t  t o  have t h e i r  f r i e n d s  dropping a l l  around 
them. "Don't s t o p  f o r  any th ing .  We're going t o  t a k e  t h i s  
h i l l , "  t h a t  type  of  t h i n g ,  and t h a t  probably w a s  t h e  t y p e  
o f  pep t a l k  t h a t  I r e f e r r e d  t o  e a r l i e r ,  a l though I d o n ' t  
know. 

Q But t h e  men were worked up t o  q u i t e  a h igh  p i t c h ?  

A. From what I unde r s t and ,  from what I had hea rd ,  
t h e y  w e r e n ' t  going t o  be e a s i l y  p u t  down. 

Q This  i s  n o t  a r e l a t e d  q u e s t i o n  t o  t h a t  one,  b u t  
d i d  you s e e  any i n d i c a t i o n  whatsoever o f  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  
o f  t h e s e  men be ing  souped up w i t h  mari juana o r  any d i f f e r e n t  
form of  drugs  o r  n a r c o t i c s ?  

A. No, I d i d n ' t .  Many G I ' s  i n  Vietnam u s e  mar i juana ,  
b u t  very  few of them use  it d u r i n g  t h e i r  du ty  hours  because 
they  f e e l  t h a t  any th ing  t h a t  hampers t h e i r  a b i l i t y  t o  s t a y  
a l i v e  i s n ' t  such a good idea .  They use  it a s  an escape l i k e ,  
because booze i s  hard  t o  g e t  ove r  t h e r e .  

Q. You were i n  My L a i  ( 4 )  and you saw a t  l e a s t  p a r t  
o f  what w a s  going on,  and I q u a l i f y  it by say ing  I do  b e l i e v e  
you s a w  p a r t  of what w a s  going on. Do you have any appre-
c i a t i o n  of how o r  why t h i s  s i t u a t i o n  had never  come t o  l i g h t  
u n t i l  r e c e n t l y ?  
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A. Tha t  would l e a d  i n t o  why I never  f e l t  duty- 
bound t o  s ay  something t o  somebody. 

Q- W e l l ,  p a r t  of it i s  you, b u t  it is  f a r  more 
i n c l u s i v e  t h a n  j u s t  you. I s e p a r a t e  you from t h e  c o n t e x t .  

A. The C I D  i n v e s t i g a t o r  asked me t h e  same q u e s t i o n ,  
no t  i n  t h o s e  words,  and I have thought  a l o t  about  it s i n c e  
then ,  and I r e a l l y  have never  been a b l e  t o  answer it i n  my 
own mind. I f e e l  t h a t  what took  p l a c e  t h e r e  was wrong i n  
a  humane sense .  K i l l i n g  people  w i t h o u t  t h e  b e n e f i t  of  even 
q u e s t i o n i n g  i s  wrong and it i s  n o t  something t h e  Army 
normally does ,  b u t  i n  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n ,  and i n  my s i t u a t i o n ,  
I never  f e l t  c a l l e d  upon t o  b r i n g  it up. I f e l t  t h a t  
no th ing  would b e  gained by adve r se  p u b l i c i t y  of t h e  Vietnam 
war, even though I ' m  n o t  f o r  t h e  war ,  and it w a s n ' t  neces-
s a r y  f o r  m e  t o  b r i n g  it t o  t h e  p u b l i c ' s  a t t e n t i o n  o r  t o  any 
i n d i v i d u a l  's  a t t e n t i o n .  I s t i l l  c a n ' t  j u s t i f y  it. 

Q. W e l l ,  I d o n ' t  know i f  any o f  us can j u s t i f y  i t ,  
f r a n k l y .  I would l i k e  t o  go back a l i t t l e  b i t  i n t o  your  
e n t r y  i n t o  t h e  m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e .  When d i d  you e n t e r  t h e  
s e r v i c e ,  Mr., ROBERTS? 

A. September of  1965. 

Q. And what had you done p r i o r  t o  t h a t  t ime? 

A .  I was w i t h  t h e  Army E x h i b i t  Uni t  a t  Cameron 
S t a t i o n  i n  t h e  F i e l d  Opera t ions  O f f i c e ,  s chedu l ing  t o u r s ,  
and l e f t  t h e r e  i n  t h e  summer of  1966. I t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  
Hawaii t o  t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade r i g h t  a f t e r  it was f i r s t  formed. 
I was company c l e r k  t h e r e  w i t h  Headquar ters  Company, 1/20,  
which i s  where I knew Capta in  MEDINA and Cap ta in  KOTOUC, 
and a f t e r  b e i n g  t h e r e  f o r  about  8 months I t r a n s f e r r e d  
t o  t h e  P I 0  o f f i c e .  

Q. How much educa t ion  had you had b e f o r e  you 
e n t e r e d  t h e  Army? 

A. A c o l l e g e  deg ree ,  b a c h e l o r  of  s c i e n c e .  

Q o  
 And what d i s c i p l i n e ,  may I ask?  

A .  Business  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  

Q. When you r ece ived  your  b a s i c  and advanced 
i n d i v i d u a l  t r a i n i n g  i n  t h e  Army, d i d  you n o t  r e c e i v e  
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t r a i n i n g  i n  t h e  r u l e s  of land warfare  and t h e  Geneva 
Convention? 

A = .  Y e s ,  sir. I only had b a s i c  t r a i n i n g .  I 
wasn ' t  i n  A I T ,  bu t  i n  b a s i c  t r a i n i n g  they- inc luded  courses  
i n  t h e  Geneva Convention. I cankt  r e c a l l  s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  bu t  
I know t h a t  it was p a r t  of t h e  t r a i n i n g .  

Q I have he re  a manual t h a t  covers  t h i s .  There is 
no ques t ion  i n  your mind t h a t  t h e  k i l l i n g  of women, c h i l d r e n ,  
t o d d l e r s ,  bab ies ,  even PW's, i n  accordance with t h e  laws and 
t h e  r u l e s  of land warfare ,  i s  n o t  permit ted? 

That !s t r u e .  

Q . And i n  a d d i t i o n ,  what i n d o c t r i n a t i o n  d i d  you 
r e c e i v e  i n  Hawaii before  y.ou departed f o r  South Vietnam i n  
regard  t o  t h e  r u l e s  of land warfare  and i n  regard  t o  t h e  
Geneva Convention, and i n  regard  t o  such th ings  a s  t r e a t -
ment of  women, c h i l d r e n ,  noncombatants, and t r ea tmen t  of  
p r i s o n e r s  of w a r  and th ings  of t h a t  category? 

A. Well, I had very l i t t l e  t r a i n i n g  compared t o  
o t h e r  members of t h e  11 th  Brigade, t h e  i n f a n t r y  people.  
Most of my time was spent  i n  working i n  t h e  P I 0  o f f i c e  
o r  through t h e  P I 0  o f f i c e  t ak ing  photos of awards being 
presented ,  and t h a t  type of t h i n g .  I d i d  have some 
t r a i n i n g .  I a t tended a couple of l e c t u r e s  where they  
b r i e f e d  us on our  o b j e c t i v e  over  t h e r e ,  which was t o  
make f r i e n d s  and win t h e  h e a r t s  and minds, which i s  
t r i t e l y  s t a t e d ,  bu t  we were over  t h e r e  t o  h e l p  t h e s e  
people and r i d  them of Communist oppression.  We 
weren ' t  over  t h e r e  t o  des t roy  them, bu t  t o  des t roy  the 
Communist t h r e a t .  Refer r ing  t o  t h e  r u l e s  and laws of 
land warfare ,  I d o n ' t  t h ink  t h a t  I was i n s t r u c t e d  on 
anything s p e c i f i c .  

Q .  Well, I have here  a document which i s  i s sued  
by Headquarters,  M i l i t a r y  Ass is tance  Command, da ted  1 4  
October 6 6 ,  D i rec t ive  Number 525-3, and it c i t e s  b a s i c a l l y  
t h e  very th ings  t h a t  you a r e  r e f e r r i n g  t o .  You may d e s i r e  
t o  look a t  t h i s ,  a t  l e a s t  t h e  f r o n t  page, o r  any o t h e r  p a r t  
of t h e  document i f  you c a r e ,  t o  s e e  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  which 
MACV had publ ished concerning such th ings  a s  how t o  t r e a t  
t h e  people p roper ly ,  s o  we d o n ' t  c r e a t e  a d d i t i o n a l  adversa r i e s .  
Not only from t h e  p o i n t  of view of t h e  humanities connected 
wi th  it, bu t  j u s t  o u t  of p l a i n  common sense n o t  t o  c r e a t e  
s t r o n g e r  VC--
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A. ( In te rpos ing)  Absolutely.  This was t h e  tone  on 
t h a t  t o p i c ,  Exh ib i t  D-6 i s  i t ?  I t  was along t h e  l i n e s  of t h e  
l e c t u r e s  t h a t  I mentioned t h a t  I d i d  a t t e n d .  

Q. I have a l s o  another  document, M r .  ROBERTS, t h a t  
I would l i k e  t o  acquaint  you wi th ,  which i s  another  MACV 
document da ted  27 Apr i l  6 7 .  I t  i s  r e g u l a t i o n  20-4 .  I t ' s  
c a l l e d ,  " Inspect ions  and I n v e s t i g a t i o n s ,  W a r  Crimes." I 
would ask you t o  read  paragraph 5a h e r e  on t h e  second 
page (Exh ib i t  D - 1 ) .  Was t h i s  ever  c a l l e d  t o  your 
a t t e n t i o n ?  

A. No. That was probably a p a r t  of t h e  t r a i n i n g  
t h a t  t e i n d i v i d u a l s  went through b u t ,  a s  I s a i d ,  I d i d n ' t  
go through much of t h e  t r a i n i n g  t h a t  t h e  infantrymen of 
t h e  11th  Brigade went through. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  having t h a t  
paragraph read t o  me, bu t  I ' m  c e r t a i n  t h a t  I was aware t h a t  
i f  something d i d  come up, I guess it should be brought t o  
somebody's a t t e n t i o n .  I d o n ' t  remember eve r  th ink ing  about 
it. 

Q. This was t h e  reason why I ' m  asking you t h i s .  
Here we have t h e s e  r e g u l a t i o n s  which a r e  enforced ,  and 
we have many i n d i c a t i o n s  t h a t  t h e r e  were i n d o c t r i n a t i o n  
c l a s s e s  he ld  f o r  people coming i n  where t h i s  ma t t e r  was 
not  only publ ished bu t  almost d r i l l e d  i n t o  people.  W a r  
crimes and a t r o c i t i e s  a r e  t o  be r epor ted  by anybody and 
everybody; i f  anybody has any knowledge o r  any a l l e g a t i o n s  it 
i s  t o  be reported--and y e t  h e r e  we f i n d  a s i t u a t i o n  a s  bad a s  
it may have been. I t  would have been f a r  b e t t e r  t o  have 
it brought t o  l i g h t  then than a  year  and a  h a l f  l a t e r .  

A .  I agree .  Poss ib ly  some of t h e  reasons t h a t  
those  t h i n g s  a r e n ' t  brought t o  t h e  at tent ion--and I ' m  
s u r e  smal l e r  and l e s s  s i g n i f i c a n t  a t r o c i t i e s  have taken 
p lace ,  perhaps one of t h e  reasons t h a t  they  a r e  no t  
brought t o  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  of commanding o f f i c e r s  i s  because 
of t h e  f e a r  of shaking up t h e  system. Fear  of commanding 
o f f i c e r s ,  which i s  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  a good t h i n g  i n  t h a t  
r e s p e c t ,  has  something t o  do wi th  d i s c i p l i n e .  I d o n ' t  know 
of anybody among my personal  f r i e n d s  who would have gone t o  
a commanding o f f i c e r  i f  he witnessed something along t h i s  
l i n e  and s a i d  some c i v i l i a n s  were k i l l e d  i n  m i l i t a r y  a c t i o n  
yes terday ,  and we have g o t  t o  look i n t o  it. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  
t h a t  anybody t h a t  I knew would f e e l  t h a t  b a s i c ,  and go t o  
a  commanding o f f i c e r ,  and ask why t h i s  was happening. I 
d o n ' t  know why. I d o n ' t  know whether it was f e a r  o r  t h e  
t h e  f a c t  t h a t  he was t r y i n g  t o  t a k e  it easy i n  t h e  Army 
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and then g e t  o u t .  

Q O r  t hey  d i d n ' t  want t o  become involved? 

A. Maybe t h a t  they d i d n ' t  want t o  become involved.  
Maybe they f e l t  t h a t  t h e i r  s i t u a t i o n  i n  t h e  Army was b e s t .  
That  they could  j u s t  s l i d e  a long  i n  t h e  Army u n t i l  t hey  g o t  
o u t  by j u s t  doing t h e i r  job t o  t h e  b e s t  of  t h e i r  a b i l i t y  o r  
t o  a p l a u s i b l e  l e v e l ,  and by t h e  o l d  say ing  of  n o t  rocking 
t h e  boa t .  I know t h a t  t h i s  s e r g e a n t ,  ou r  NCOIC of  our  u n i t ,  
f e l t  very s t r o n g l y  t h a t  t h e  way t o  g e t  by i n  t h e  Army was t o  
j u s t  t o  do your job,  be t h e r e  when y o u ' r e  needed, and d o n ' t  
be t h e r e  when y o u ' r e  i n  t h e  way. 

Q. And enjoy  your paycheck? 

A. And enjoy your paycheck. T h a t ' s  un fo r tuna te .  
I t ' s  a bad s i t u a t i o n .  I ' m  n o t  s u r e  t h a t  it i s  t h e  Army's 
f a u l t ,  e i t h e r .  Maybe i t ' s  people  l i k e  Sergeant  STONICH's 
f a u l t ,  because he  i s  t h e  o l d  s o l d i e r  t h a t  pas ses  on t o  t h e  
new men how t o  g e t  by i n  t h e  Army. I d o n ' t  know what t h e  
reason  i s .  You c e r t a i n l y  have been i n  t h e  Army a cons ider -
a b l e  number of y e a r s  and are f a m i l i a r  w i th  many more a s p e c t s  
o f  it than  I am, and I ' m  no t  s u r e  t h a t  you can answer t h a t  
ques t ion .  

Q .  W e l l ,  I ' l l  t e l l  you something f o r  t h e  r eco rd .  
I f  a t  any t i m e  anybody i n  iny coininand had seen an a t r o c i t y  
I would hope t h a t  t hey  f e l t  t hey  knew m e  w e l l  enough t o  
come t o  m e  and t a l k  about it. 

A. W e l l ,  I would hope t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  more commanders 
who passed t h a t  f e e l i n g  down t o  t h e i r  men i n  Vietnam, b u t  
I ' m  n o t  s u r e  it i s  t h a t  kind of  f e e l i n g .  I know t h a t  t h e r e  
a r e  some commanders i n  Vietnam t h a t  any man who has  a prob-
l e m  can go i n  and t a l k  about it, going through t h e  cha in  o f  
command, b u t  t h e r e  a r e  some t h a t  you would never  g e t  t o  see. 

Q - W e l l ,  ROBERTS, I ' m  n o t  going t o  make you agonize 
on why, wi th  t h i s  in format ion  t h a t  you had a v a i l a b l e ,  t h a t  
you d i d  n o t  r e p o r t  it. I ' m  s u r e  you have done a l o t  o f  
pe r sona l  agonizing on t h i s .  

A.  Y e s .  sir. 

Q .  I r e a l l y  d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h e r e  i s  much t o  ga in .
This  i s  probably a pe r sona l  i s s u e  wi th  y o u r s e l f .  M r .  
MACCRATE, do you have any a d d i t i o n a l  ques t ions?  

MR MACCRATS: No, I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  I do,  o u t s i d e  t h e  
i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  of  t h e  p i c t u r e s .  
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Q. Those photographs of  t h e  black and white 
s e r i e s  which you can i d e n t i f y  as being i n  My Lai ( 4 )  
p l a c e  on t h e  a e r i a l  photo i n  green ink with t h e  number 
of t h e  photograph i n d i c a t e d  by green ink. 

A. S t a r t i n g  wi th  t h e  black and white? 

Q. S t a r t i n g  with t h e  b lack  and white.  

A .  Photograph 2 4 ,  a p i c t u r e  of  man c u t t i n g  corn 
s t a l k s  i s  i n  t h e  a r e a  between p o i n t  6 and p o i n t  7 ,  
somewhere near  p o i n t  6 .  I ' l l  mark it as  24  i n  green 
ink  on t h e  map. P i c t u r e  3 i s  an o l d  man being l e d  
from a hootch t h a t  took p lace  i n  i tem 1 2  on t h e  map. 
I ' l l  mark t h a t  i n  green ink ,  Could I put  t h e s e  a l l  
t oge the r  o r  something? They took p lace  i n  one s p o t .  
They a r e  a l l  of CARTER o r  most of them took p lace  a t  
11 o r  r i g h t  behind it. 

10: Draw an arrow. 

COL WILSON: J u s t  draw an arrow t o  it and pu t  t h e  numbers 
o u t  i n  a l a r g e r  c i r c l e .  

A.  P i c t u r e s  6--wait I ' l l  mark 5 f i r s t .  P i c t u r e  
5 took p lace  between p o i n t  6 and p o i n t  7 on t h e  map. 
I t  shows a man searching  i n  a hedgerow, d igging  i n  a 
hedgerow. P i c t u r e  6 reEers  t o  CKXTER beir.g wsur.de%. 
Photos 6 and 7 a r e  i n  t h e  same s p o t ,  CARTER being wounded, 
being t r e a t e d  by t h e  medics. P i c t u r e  8 shows t h e  same 
t h i n g ,  CARTER being wounded with Captain MEDINA i n  t h e  
background. P i c t u r e  9 shows CARTER being helped t o  t h e  
a rea  where t h e  dus to f f  chopper i s  going t o  p ick  him up 
which would be here  i n  an a r e a  along t h i s  road. 

10: I th ink  you marked t h a t  by 13 d i d n ' t  you? 

A, I marked t h e  p lace  where t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  picked 
him up a s  13. 

Q Anywhere c l o s e  t o  t h a t .  Tha t ' s  a l l  r i g h t .  W e  
d o n ' t  have t o  g e t  it down t o  a meter o r  so.  

A .  P i c t u r e  10 shows CARTER wa i t ing  f o r  t h e  h e l i -
cop te r  i n  about t h e  same a r e a ,  and 11 shows CARTER be ing  
c a r r i e d  o u t  t o  t h e  dus to f f  chopper, and 12 shows him being 
loaded on t o  t h e  chopper, and 13 shows a bunch of men 
r e l a x i n g  on a d ike  which I ' l l  draw an arrow t o  mark on t h e  
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map. I t ' s  t h e  a r e a  where he was dus ted-off .  Photo 1 4 ,  
I c a n ' t  remember exac t ly  where i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  it takes  
p lace ,  bu t  I remember HAEBERLE wanting t o  t ake  a p i c t u r e  
of t h e  guy s e t t i n g  a roof on f i r e .  I t  was somewhere i n  
t h e  i n t e r i o r  of t h e  v i l l a g e .  How do you want me t o  mark 
t h a t ?  O r  should I leave  t h a t  a s  one t h a t  I c a n ' t  ident -
i f y ?  

COL W I L S O N :  You can i d e n t i f y  it bu t  you c a n ' t  l o c a t e  it. 
How c lose  can you l o c a t e  i t ?  

10: Was it before  o r  a f t e r  you encountered t h e  
group of women and ch i ld ren?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e a l l y  remember, s i r .  

Q . Draw an arrow somewhere t o  t h e  middle of t h e  
v i l l a g e .  L e t ' s  n o t  t r y  t o  be p r e c i s e .  

A. Photo 1 4 ,  I ' l l  mark t h a t .  P i c t u r e  1 5  shows a 
man throwing a drying basket  i n t o  a f i r e ,  and t h a t  took 
p lace  r i g h t  he re ,  and p i c t u r e  1 6  shows some bodies  burning 
with some s t raw on them, and t h a t  took p l a c e  a t  what we 
r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  i tem 7 on the  map. I b e l i e v e  t h a t  com-
p l e t e s  t h e  b lack  and whites .  

COL WILSON:  That completes t h e  b lack  and whi tes .  Now, 
t h e  nex t  s e r i e s  --
10: ( In te rpos ing)  Before we g e t  i n t o  t h a t ,  l e t  me 
ask you one ques t ion  i f  I may. I have h e r e  two photos,  2 1  and 
22.  Do you recognize t h a t  as being t h e  o l d  man t h a t  you 
r e l a t e d  t o  l a t e  i n  the- -af te r  you l e f t  p o i n t  11? 

A. No, t h a t  was t h e  p i c t u r e  of  t h e  o ld  man--that 
o l d  man was p i c t u r e  3. 

Q. That was being l e d  o u t .  

A. Yes, h i s  pan t s  a r e  f a l l i n g  o f f .  This is  t h e  
o l d  man t h a t  they  used a s  p o i n t  man i n  B Company when B 
Company moved and they moved wi th  them. They used him t o  
walk p o i n t  t o  watch ou t  f o r  mines. 

Q. Do you recognize those  two people who were 
with him? 

A. Y e s ,  I recognize t h i s  guy. He was r e f e r r e d  t o  
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as "Bul l "  JOHNSON. I d o n ' t  know i f  he was a s e r g e a n t  o r  
a l i e u t e n a n t  b u t  h e  was i n  M I  and t h e  o t h e r  guy, I d o n ' t  
remember h i s  name, b u t  h e  was an, i n t e r p r e t e r .  H e  w a s  
w i th  B Company a t  t h e  t i m e .  

Q Could it b e  Se rgean t  MINH? 

A. I might have been Sergeant  M I N H .  I t h i n k  it 
w a s  because Sergeant  M I N H  was k i l l e d  l a t e r  and I t h i n k  
t h i s  was t h e  man. 

Q M I N H  was k i l l e d  l a t e r ?  

A. Yes, h e  was k i l l e d  about  a month a f t e r  t h a t .  

I show you ano the r  p i c t u r e  on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e .  

A. That I guess i s  Se rgean t  M I N H  t o o ,  and t h a t ' s  
JOHNSON back t h e r e .  Th i s  i s  a l s o  wi th  B Company. 

COL WILSON: I d e n t i f i e d  a s  Photo 21. 

10:  And 22.  

A. Yes, 2 1  and 22 a r e  --

(2 ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  With Bravo Company. That  h e l p s  
c l a r i f y  one m a t t e r .  A l l  r i g h t ,  go ahead. 

COL WILSON:  The photos  t h a t  you p rev ious ly  i d e n t i f i e d  a s  
be ing  i n  My La i  ( 4 )  o r  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y ,  i f  you would t a k e  
t h o s e  photos  and p l o t  t h e i . r  numbers a s  c l o s e  as you can 
l o c a t e  them i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

A. A l l  r i g h t .  Photo 30 was when t h e s e  men were 
f i r i n g  o r  p r e p a r i n g  t o  f i r e  e i t h e r  on t h e  people  who were 
on t h e  road t h a t  I r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  p o i n t  1 o r  t h e  people  
t h a t  were i n  t h e  f i e l d  t h a t  I r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  p o i n t  5. 
I t  was wh i l e  we were moving e i t h e r  a c r o s s  o r  back a c r o s s  
t h e  r i c e  paddies  o u t s i d e  of town. So, I ' l l  j u s t  p l o t  it 
i n  t h e  open a r e a  h e r e ,  and it can r e f e r  t o  e i t h e r  p o i n t  
5 o r  p o i n t  I. T h a t ' s  photo 30. Photo 31 i s  a photo 
o f  bodies  on t h e  road  t h a t  I r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  p o i n t  1 
e a r l i e r .  Photo 32 i s  t h e  woman t h a t  I r e f e r r e d  t o  who 
was wi th  t h e  g i r l  c h i l d ,  and I r e f e r r e d  t o  t h a t  a s  p o i n t  
2 on t h e  map e a r l i e r .  
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10: That w a s  j u s t  south of t h e  road a s  I remember 
it, r i g h t ?  

A. Right ,  j u s t  o f f  t h e  road i n  an edge of an 
i r r i g a t i o n  d i t c h .  Photo 3 3  i s  bodies l y i n g  by t h e  s i d e  
of a  burning bu i ld ing  which I r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  p o i n t  7  
e a r l i e r .  Photo 34 i s  a closeup of t h e  same burning 
hootch a t  poin-t 7 on t h e  map, a  c loseup of two bodies 
on t h e  f r o n t  porch. And 35 i s  a  man throwing some drying 
baskets  i n t o  a f i r e  which i s  a t  t h e  same p o i n t  p i c t u r e  15 
was taken.  Photo 36 i s  CARTER awai t ing  dus to f f  which 
would be one of t h e  l i s t  he re ,  and 37 i s  a p i c t u r e  taken 
down t h e  w e l l  which I r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  10 e a r l i e r ,  showing 
a man's head f l o a t i n g  i n  t h e  water  and HAEBERLE1s head 
and r e f l e c t i o n  a t  t h e  top  of t h e  we l l .  P i c t u r e  40 r e f e r s  
t o  t h e  i n c i d e n t  a t  p o i n t  9 on t h e  map and p i c t u r e  4 1  
r e f e r s  t o  t h e  bodies  l y i n g  on t h e  road south of  town 
which I w i l l  draw an arrow t o .  

COL WILSON: That completes t h e  photographs, sir.  

(COL MILLER joined t h e  hea r ing . )  

A. P i c t u r e  17 was taken by HAEBERLE from the  dust-  
o f f  chopper a f t e r  we had dus ted  CARTER o f f ,  looking back 
towards t h e  men along t h e  road watching t h e  d u s t o f f .  I '11 
add t h a t  t o  t h i s  giowing l i s t  he re .  

Q. Was t h i s  17 immediately a f t e r  t h e  d u s t o f f ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  so.  I b e l i e v e  it was taken by 
HAEBERLE a f t e r  t h e  dus tof f  looking back towards t h e  men 
t h a t  had been l e f t  t h e r e  t o  secure  t h e  a rea .  

I0 : Afte r  t h e  dus to f f  o r  a f t e r  your depar tu re  from 
t h e  a rea?  

A. Well, now t h a t  you mention i t ,  it could have 
been e i t h e r .  I t  could have been taken when we g o t  i n t o  
t h e  h e l i c o p t e r .  I t  w a s  i n  t h e  same a r e a  and very c l o s e  t o  
t h e  same time frame i n  looking back a t  t h e  d ike  from t h e  
a i r .  Both t h e  h e l i c o p t e r s  landed a t  t h e  same s p o t .  

Q. J u s t  one mat ter  of c l a r i f i c a t i o n ,  now t h a t  you 
have i d e n t i f i e d  one i n d i v i d u a l  and h i s  i n t e r p r e t e r  i n  the  
p i c t u r e .  Do you remember the  man whom you r e f e r r e d  t o  
a s  "Bull"  JOHNSON and h i s  i n t e r p r e t e r  accompanying 
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you on t h e  h e l i c o p t e r ?  

A. Over t o  Company B? No, s i r ,  I do n o t .  I 
d o n ' t  remember anybody be ing  i n  t h e r e  w i th  us .  I t  could  
be  b u t  I d o n s t  recall  it. I never  remembered t h a t  he w a s  
w i t h  B Company b u t  I guess  t h a t  he  could have been. 

MR MACCRATE: I t  seems q u i t e  appa ren t ,  a s  I have t r i e d  t o  
fo l low your t e s t imony ,  t h a t  t h e  photographs t h a t  we have 
now gone th rough- - tha t  t h e r e  a r e  some a d d i t i o n a l  photo-
graphs  of t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  t h a t  we do n o t  have as p a r t  of  
o u r  r eco rd  a t  t h e  t ime.  You d e s c r i b e d  one I remember o f  
t h e  squad a s  it w a s  heading s o u t h ,  your p l a c e  i n  t h a t  
squad and where M r .  HAEBERLE w a s  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  your  
p l a c e .  I t h i n k  t h e r e  was ano the r  t h a t  you r e f e r r e d  t o  
which w e  h a v e n ' t  found among the--do you know anyth ing  
about  t h e s e  o t h e r  photographs? Where we might be  a b l e  
t o  l o c a t e  them? 

I had a copy of  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  one t h a t  youA. 
mentioned t h a t  I gave t o  L i f e  magazine and I ' m  supposed 
t o  g e t  it back. I f  I g e t  it back 1'11 g i v e  it to .  you: 
BOWEN had a copy o f  t h a t  one t h a t  he gave t o  A r t  DUNN, 
f o rma l ly  F i r s t  L i e u t e n a n t  DUNN, and t h e  Chicago Tribune 
h a s  p r i n t e d  it. So,  I know one o f  t h o s e  people  have a 
copy o u t  t h e r e .  

Q. When t h e  young c h i l d  was s h o t  i n  f r o n t  o f  M r .  
HAEBERLE d i d  any photograph r e s u l t  from t h a t ?  

A. No, n o t  a t  t h e  t ime.  H e  c la ims  t h a t  one of 
t h o s e  t h a t  I c o u l d n ' t  i d e n t i f y  i s  t h a t  c h i l d  t aken  from 
f u r t h e r  away b u t  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  it was, H e  d i d n ' t  t a k e  
a p i c t u r e  when t h e  c h i l d  w a s  s h o t .  He j u s t  s t ood  up and 
looked around i n  shocked d i s b e l i e f .  

10: - M r .  ROBERTS, would you, t o  t h e  b e s t  of  your  
a b i l i t y ,  g i v e  us  t h e  s p e l l i n g  o f  Se rgean t  STONICH? Is 
t h a t  t h e  way you pronounce i t ?  

A. John STONICH. He's s t a t i o n e d  a t  the 
r e c r u i t i n g  s t a t i o n  a t  New Or leans .  

Q How do you s p e l l  h i s  name? 

A .  S-T-0-N-I-C-H. He i s  p u b l i c i t y  d i r e c t o r  
f o r  t h e  r e c r u i t i n g  s t a t i o n .  

Q During t h e  remainder of  t h e  t i m e  t h a t  you 
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remained with t h e  11th  Brigade, d i d  you ever  hear  of a 
s ta tement  t o  keep q u i e t  concerning what took p lace  i n  My 
Lai ( 4 ) ?  That t h i s  mat ter  was being i n v e s t i g a t e d ?  

A .  No, n o t  a t  t h a t  time. A s  M r .  MACCRATE was 
saying ,  I have t a lked  t o  some people s i n c e  then.  Bernie 
GERMEIDER, who I r e f e r r e d  t o  before  a s  a member of our  
u n i t ,  s a i d  t h a t  a f t e r  I had l e f t  a guy named SIMPSON 
worked i n  t h e  headquarters  company o r d e r l y  room and he 
had been o u t  i n  t h a t  opera t ion .  Bernie go t  t h e  impres-
s i o n  t h a t  he knew he wasn ' t  going t o  g e t  s e n t  t o  t h e  
f i e l d  again because he had something t h a t  he could hold 
over  t h e i r  heads bu t  t h i s  i s  f o r  my p a r t  hearsay. 

Q What w a s  h i s  name again? 

A. Well, Bernie s a i d  it was SIMPSON.  He s a i d  
he was a co lored  fe l low t h a t  worked i n  t h e  o r d e r l y  room. 
This was j u s t  something t h a t  Bernie t o l d  me a couple of 
days ago o r  a couple of weeks ago. 

Q While you were t h e r e  d i d  you hear  of any 
at tempt  t o  cover up o r  suppress information of what 
t r a n s p i r e d  a t  My Lai  ( 4 ) ?  

A. No, I d i d n ' t .  I heard no re fe rences  t o  it 
a t  a l l ,  o t h e r  than  my own, t h a t  I can r e c a l l .  

Q - Within your PI0 shop was t h e r e  an a t tempt  t o  
smother any knowledge of t h i s  from leaking  ou t?  

A. Well, no one i n  t h e  P I 0  shop, t h a t  I know o f ,  
wanted t o  talce it t o  anybody, b u t  t h i s  of course b r ings  
up t h e  ques t ion  t h a t  we j u s t  spoke about.  I know t h a t  
Sergeant  STONICH was concerned t h a t  t h e r e  were p i c t u r e s  
i n  t h e  black and whi te  photos t h e r e  of hootches being 
destroyed by f i r e ,  and I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  s p e c i f i c a l l y  which 
one it was. I t  may have been t h e  one where t h e  guy is  
p u t t i n g  a t o r c h  t o  t h e  hootch. 

Q. ' I t  comes t o  my mind, we have p i c t u r e  1 4  which 
shows burning o r  a t  l e a s t  t h e  i g n i t i n g  of a , h o o t c h .  We 
have p i c t u r e  15 which i s  c lose ly  r e l a t e d  t o  p i c t u r e  1 6  
on t h e  r eve r se ,  

A.  No, i t ' s  no t .  
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Q Is it two d i f f e r e n t  i n s t a n c e s ?  

A. I t  took  p l a c e  a t  two d i f f e r e n t  p l a c e s .  

Q - P i c t u r e  16 d e f i n i t e l y  i n c l u d e s  two b o d i e s ,  
one on t h e  porch and one--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I t  t u r n s  o u t  t o  be t h r e e .  There  
are two on t h e  porch t h e r e .  P i c t u r e  16 took p l a c e  a t  p o i n t  7 
i n  o u r  e a r l i e r  d i s c u s s i o n  and p i c t u r e  15 took p l a c e  due east  
o f  p o i n t  11 i n  o u r  e a r l i e r  d i s c u s s i o n ,  and p i c t u r e  1 4  I 
i d e n t i f i e d  a s  happening someplace i n  t h e  i n t e r i o r ,  and 
t h e s e  p i c t u r e s  a r e  t h e  ones t h a t  Sergeant  STONICH 
expressed  some concern f o r  be ing  t aken .  H e  more o r  
less reprimanded HAEBERLE f o r  t a k i n g  p i c t u r e s  which 
were d e t r i m e n t a l  t o  t h e  United S t a t e s  Army. HAEBERLE 
could  c a r e  less,  We w a s  l e a v i n g  anyway. 

Q This  i s  t h e  t h i n g  t h a t  I am r e a l l y  i n t e r e s t e d  
i n ,  having t h e s e  p i c t u r e s  t aken .  Were t h e s e  p i c t u r e s ,  1 4 ,  
1 5 ,  and 1 6 ,  r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  commander o r  any s e n i o r  members 
o f  t h e  s t a f f ?  

A. No, b u t  I never  unders tood- -shor t ly  a f t e r  t h i s  
t h e  te rm sea rch  and d e s t r o y  was e l i m i n a t e d  from my 
m i l i t a r y  vocabula ry ,  b u t  I b e l i e v e  a t  t h i s  t ime it w a s  
s t i l l  a term used. and t h i s  w a s n ' t  an unusual  o p e r a t i o n .  
P i c t u r e  1 6  may show something t h a t  would n o t  be a u s u a l  
m i l i t a r y  o p e r a t i o n .  I t  i s  a p i c t u r e  of bodies  bu rn ing ,  
b u t  i g n i t i n g  hootches  i s  n o t  t h a t  unusual  as t h e y  are 
c l e a r e d  and people  a r e  evacuated.  

Q .  Who could c l e a r  t h e  burn ing  o f  hootches  o r  
hamle ts  and s o  on? 

A. W e l l ,  my impress ion  was t h a t  it w a s  an on-
the - spo t  c l e a r a n c e  g iven  by t h e  o f f i c e r  i n  charge o f  t h e  
u n i t  i n  q u e s t i o n .  I f  t h e  hootch w a s  determined t o  be a 
VC h ideou t  and had f o o d s t u f f s  and maybe t h i n g s  hidden 
i n  t h e r e ,  many t i m e s  t hey  would burn t h e  hootch and 
evacua te  t h e  people  e i t h e r  t o  a PW camp o r  p o s s i b l y  
t o  a r e s e t t l e m e n t  v i l l a g e .  

Q .  Sometimes t h i s  t ype  o f  o p e r a t i o n  i s  r e f e r r e d  t o  
as a d e n i a l  o p e r a t i o n ,  where t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  of hamlets  
a r e  moved t o  a r e fugee  c e n t e r .  Sometimes t h e s e  t h i n g s  do  
t a k e  p l ace .  Coming back t o  t h e  p o i n t  t h a t  I w a s  j u s t  
r a i s i n g ,  o c c a s i o n a l l y  t h e  t ype  of  o p e r a t i o n  t h a t  you had 
mentioned d i d  talce p l a c e ,  b u t  it took p l a c e ,  however, i n  
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coordina t ion  wi th  t h e  GVN o r  t h e  Government of t h e  Republic 
of Vietnam, so  t h a t  refugee camps and o t h e r  f a c i l i t i e s  t h a t  
could t ake  c a r e  of these  people were a v a i l a b l e .  Under 
those circumstances,  i n  some i n s t a n c e s ,  people were moved 
from t h e i r  a r e a  and t h e  hootches burned and i n  some cases  
o the r  a c t i v i t i e s  took place-- to  l e v e l  t h e  a r e a ,  t o  des t roy  
t h e  mines and o t h e r  th ings  i n  t h e r e .  But under normal 
opera t ions ,  it was never intended t h a t  a l l  t h e  hootches and 
so  f o r t h  j u s t  w i l l y - n i l l y  be burned, because this c r e a t e s  
more of a problem than it c o r r e c t s .  

A. Well, I c e r t a i n l y  r e a l i z e  t h a t ,  b u t  I ' m  s u r e  
t h a t  it s t i l l  does t ake  p l a c e  i n  i s o l a t e d  i n s t a n c e s .  In  
any case ,  t h e  p o i n t  t h a t  we were b r ing ing  up was t h a t  
Sergeant STONICH d id  n o t  th ink  t h a t  t h i s  type  of photo 
should be taken because it showed t h e  Army doing something 
t h a t  I guess he considered wrong, having more knowledge of  

. t h e  Army than  I. 

Q Was he ever  acquainted with t h e  f a c t  t h a t  
HAEBERLE had some c o l o r  f i l m  of a t r o c i t i e s ,  and s o  on, 
which he had no t  produced? 

A. I d o n ' t  know i f  he knew about HAEBERLE's c o l o r  
f i l m  o r  no t .  I know t h a t  some o t h e r  members of t h e  group 
d i d ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  know whether Sergeant  S T O N I C H  knew. I ' m  
no t  s u r e  t h a t  Sergeant  STONICH knew a l l  of what took 
p lace ,  o r  t h a t  he be l ieved it a l l .  He c e r t a i n l y  was 
f a m i l i a r  wi th  t h e s e  black and white  photos.  

MR MACCRATE: M r .  ROBERTS, d i d  you from time t o  t ime t a l k  
with t h e  aero-scouts  of t h e  123d t h a t  were based a t  LZ 
Dot t ie?  

A. Not a t  t h a t  t ime. I had t a l k e d  with them, 
though. We s e n t  some of our  men ou t  with them one day. 

Q Did you a t  any time hea r  any d i s c u s s i o n  r e l a t i n g  
back t o  t h i s  inc iden t?  

A.. No, I never d i d .  

Q . Did you ever  hear  any re fe rence  t o  any member 
of t h a t  u n i t  t a l k i n g  about i t ?  

A. No, I ' n e v e r  heard any re fe rence  a t  a l l  t o  it. 

Q J u s t  a s  a ma t t e r  of i d e n t i f i c a t i o n ,  you have 
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i n d i c a t e d  SIMPSON be ing  i d e n t i f i e d  i n  t h e  o r d e r l y  room. 
You may have s t a t e d ,  b u t  I d i d n ' t  check where t h e  o r d e r l y  
room was? 

A.  The o r d e r l y  room a t  headqua r t e r s  company o f  
t h e  l l t h  Brigade,  which i s  a t  Duc Pho. Bernie  t o l d  m e  
t h a t  he  had been an RTO t h e r e  t h a t  day. I d i d n ' t  know 
him a t  t h e  t ime ,  

10: Any q u e s t i o n s  you want t o  a,sk? 

MR WALSH: When t h e  n e g a t i v e s  from t h e  b lack  and wh i t e  
f i l m  were developed,  where were t hey  developed,  f i r s t  
of a l l ?  Could you g i v e  me t h e  procedures  on t h a t ?  

A. We developed them a t  Duc Pho. W e  had a 
photo lab set  up i n  a CONEX c o n t a i n e r  r i g h t  n e x t  t o  
o u r  o f f i c e  hootch.  

Q And a r e  you f a m i l i a r  wi th  t h e  procedures  for 
main ta in ing  n e g a t i v e s  of photographs t aken  du r ing  t h e  
course  o f  an o p e r a t i o n ?  

A, Y e s ,  we took t h e  p i c t u r e s  o u t  t h a t  w e  
wanted t o  u se  and f i l e d  t h e  n e g a t i v e s  a long  wi th  
t h e  c o n t a c t  s h e e t  i n  o u r  o f f i c e .  

Q . To t h e  b e s t  o f  your knowledge would t h e  
n e g a t i v e s  f o r  t h e  b l ack  and wh i t e  f i l m  h e r e  be l o c a t e d  
i n  t h e  P I0  f i l e s  o f  t h e  l l t h  Brigade? 

A. TO t h e  b e s t  of  my knowledge t h e  b l ack  and w h i t e  
photos t h a t  a r e  shown h e r e  were made from t h o s e  n e g a t i v e s  
t h a t  were taken  from t h e  l l t h  Brigade.  

Q Those p i c t u r e s  were t aken  from t h e  n e g a t i v e s
o f  t h e  l l t h  Brigade? 

A. AS I unders tand i t ,  t h e s e  p i c t u r e s  were t aken  
from t h e  negatives--made from t h e  nega t ives  which t h e  
A r m y  acqu i r ed  from t h e  l l t h  Brigade.  That  i s  t h e  impres-
s i o n  t h a t  i g o t  from t h e  C I D  man. 

10: I t h i n k  Colonel  WILSON can s t r a i g h t e n  o u t  t h a t  
p o i n t .  

MR MACCRATE: But w e  do have,  a d d i t i o n a l l y ,  unaccounted for 
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p i c t u r e s ,  a s  I unders tand it, and t h e r e f o r e  t h e  l o c a t i o n  

of t h o s e  n e g a t i v e s  may be a m a t t e r  o f  i n t e r e s t  t o  us .  


A .  Well ,  t h e  p i c t u r e  t h a t  you r e f e r r e d  t o  w a s  on 
t h e  same r o l l ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  know why t h e r e  i s  n o t  a p i c t u r e  
h e r e  f o r  it and f o r  o t h e r  a d d i t i o n a l  p i c t u r e s  t h a t  HAEBElUE 
seems t o  t h i n k  were taken .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  whether t h e r e  
were any. 

-	 Q. Would it be 36 exposures  t o  a  r o l l  on t h e  
Le ica  camera? 

A. I t  would e i t h e r  be  20 o r  36. More l i k e l y  
36. 

I0 : Colonel  WILSON? 

COL WILSON: I have one q u e s t i o n .  Do you f e e l  t h e  p o s i t i o n  
t h a t  Se rgean t  S T O N I C H  took r e g a r d i n g  one o f  t h e s e  photo- 
graphs  could  have d i ssuaded  HAEBERLE from t r y i n g  t o  b r i n g  
t h e s e  photographs o u t ,  t h e  r e f e r e n c e  t h a t  one o f  t h e s e  
photos was n o t  f a v o r a b l e  t o  t h e  Army? 

A. No. I t h i n k  t h a t  HAEBERLE would have done what 

he wanted t o  do,  because he w a s  i n  t h e  Army only  ano the r  

week a f t e r  t h a t .  


COL WILSON: T h a t ' s  a l l  I have,  s ir .  

I0 : Before  we r e c e s s  h e r e ,  I ' d  l i k e  t h e  l e g a l  o f f i c e r  
t o  go ove r  w i t h  you some i n s t r u c t i o n s  and some o t h e r  inform- 
a t i o n  t h a t  he may g i v e  you. 

COL MILLER: M r .  ROBERTS, you are now aware of  t h e  purpose 
of  t h i s  i n q u i r y  and c e r t a i n l y  you had t h e  expe r i ence  of  
t e s t i f y i n g  h e r e  today.  A t  one p o i n t  t h i s  morning, you 
s t a t e d  t h a t  you a r e  having d i f f i c u l t i e s  i n  d i s t i n g u i s h i n g  
between your  r e c o l l e c t i o n  of  pe r sona l  expe r i ences  a t  t h e  
t ime and what you have r ead  i n  t h e  pape r s  and what you have 
hea rd  from o t h e r s .  I t ' s  ha rd  t o  d i s t i n g u i s h  t h a t .  I t h i n k  
you can unders tand  t h a t ' s  why h e r e  we would l i k e  t o  have 
tes t imony t h a t  i s  a s  u n a f f e c t e d  as p o s s i b l e  by t h e s e  ou t -  
s i d e  i n f l u e n c e s .  We're t r y i n g  t o  g e t  a t  t h e  t r u t h  o f  t h i s  
m a t t e r  and we a r e  t r y i n g  t o  do t h i s  on t h e  b a s i s  o f  o f f i c i a l  
r e c o r d s ,  o t h e r  documents, and t h e  tes t imony o f  w i tnes ses  
t aken  under o a t h .  I t ' s  h i g h l y  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h e  r e c e n t  
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r e p o r t s  and conve r sa t ions  t h a t  you may have had were a 
h i g h l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  i n f l u e n c e  and have d i s t o r t e d  your  
t r u e  r e c o l l e c t i o n  and your  t es t imony.  The re fo re ,  we 
have d i r e c t e d  a l l  m i l i t a r y  w i tnes ses  and w e  a r e  r eques t -  
i n g  a l l  c i v i l i a n  w i t n e s s e s  b e f o r e  t h i s  i n q u i r y ,  t o  n o t  
d i s c u s s  o u t s i d e  of  t h i s  h e a r i n g  t h e i r  tes t imony g iven  
h e r e .  W e  a l s o  r e q u e s t  t h a t  t h e  w i tnes ses  n o t  d i s c u s s  
d i r e c t l y  o r  even i n d i r e c t l y  t h e  My La i  i n c i d e n t ,  i n -
c l u d i n g  t h e  subsequent  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  and r e p o r t s ,  
w i th  any persons  who have been connected wi th  t h e  i n c i d e n t  
i n  any way and who has  been o r  may be c a l l e d  as a w i t n e s s .  
W e  may c a l l  some of  t h e  w i t n e s s e s  back. There a r e  excep- 
t i o n s  t o  t h i s ,  That  i s ,  i n  t h e  c a s e  of an i n d i v i d u a l  
d i r e c t e d  t o  t e s t i f y  and g i v e  ev idence  b e f o r e  an o f f i c i a l  
l e g i s l a t i v e  o r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  body o r  ano the r  j u d i c i a l  o r  
q u a s i - j u d i c i a l  body t h a t  i s  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  t h e  same t h i n g .  
Seve ra l  w i t n e s s e s  t h a t  have appeared b e f o r e  us o r  are 
scheduled t o  appear  a r e  s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  o r d e r  of t h e  
m i l i t a r y  judge i n  t h e  c o u r t - m a r t i a l  ca se  of t h e  Uni ted 
S t a t e s  v.  Ca-lley. I t  i s  an o r d e r  t o  r e f r a i n  from 
d i s c u s s i n g  t h e  c a s e .  A s  t h o s e  w i t n e s s e s  come b e f o r e  
u s ,  we e x p l a i n  t o  them t h a t  t h e  o r d e r  i s  s t i l l  a p p l i c a b l e .  
W e  have a l i s t  o f  i n d i v i d u a l s  who a r e  r e p o r t e d l y  s u b j e c t  
t o  t h e  o r d e r s  o f  t h e  m i l i t a r y  judge i n  t h a t  ca se .  Your 
name i s  on t h a t  l i s t  and consequent ly  t h i s  morning when 
I advised  you about  t h e  a p p l i c a b i l i t y  of  t h i s  o r d e r ,  I 
w a s  s u r p r i s e d  t o  h e a r  you say you were n o t  s u b j e c t  t o  
t h a t  o r d e r ,  and you appeared t o  be s u r p r i s e d  t h a t  you 
were s u b j e c t  t o  t h a t  o r d e r .  L a t e r  today I was adv i sed  
by a  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  from t h e  O f f i c e  of  t h e  S t a f f  Judge 
Advocate a t  F o r t  Benning t h a t  on o r  about  1 December 
you s i g n e d ,  o r  a t  l e a s t  t h e r e  i s  what p u r p o r t s  t o  be 
your s i g n a t u r e  on ,  a c e r t i f i e d  m a i l  r e c e i p t  acknowledging 
t h e  r e c e i p t  of i n s t r u c t i o n s  o r  l e t t e r  o r d e r s  i s s u e d  by t h e  
t r i a l  counse l  i n  t h a t  c a s e  pu r suan t  t o  t h e  m i l i t a r y  judge ' s  
o r d e r .  I d o n ' t  know whether you r ece ived  it o r  n o t ,  o f  
cou r se ,  I do n o t  know. So,  t o  r e i t e r a t e ,  I do r e q u e s t  on 
beha l f  of General  PEERS t h a t  you n o t  d i s c u s s  your t es t imony 
wi th  o t h e r s ,  e i t h e r  o t h e r  w i tnes ses  who have been c a l l e d  o r  
may be c a l l e d ,  excep t  a s  you a r e  r e q u i r e d  t o  do b e f o r e  a 
j u d i c i a l  body o r  l e g i s l a t i v e  o r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  body 
i n v e s t i g a t i n g  t h i s  m a t t e r ,  and i f  you a r e  s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  
o r d e r  of  t h e  m i l i t a r y  judge i n  t h e  Cal ley  c a s e ,  I remind 
you t h a t  your appearance h e r e  does n o t  a f f e c t  t h a t  o r d e r  
i n  any way. I t  s t i l l  s t a n d s .  Do you have any q u e s t i o n s ?  
I have covered a number of matters. 

A .  Well,  I have one q u e s t i o n  d i r e c t l y  r e l a t e d  
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t o  t h a t ,  i n  t h a t  I d o n ' t  completely understand how I am 
s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  o rde r  of t h e  m i l i t a r y  judge of F o r t  Benning. 
I ask i f  you could j u s t  expla in  t h a t  j u s t  b r i e f l y .  

Q I ' l l  g ive  you my explanat ion  of it, although I ' m  
not  i n  t h a t  cha in ,  

A. I understand what we have d iscussed  and, a s  you 
have j u s t  brought up, t h e  reasons f o r  i t ,  t h a t  t h i s  could 
change a  pe r son ' s  testimony even tua l ly  o r  something l i k e  
t h a t ,  but  I d o n ' t  completely understand how I f a l l  under 
t h e  j u r i s d i c t i o n  of t h a t  m i l i t a r y  judge? 

COL MILLER: I n  a cour t -mar t i a l ,  wi tnesses  can be compelled 
t o  answer subpoenas, of course ,  t o  appear and t e s t i f y ,  even 
though they  may not  be i n  t h e  m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e ,  and t h e  
judge's i n t e r e s t  i n  t h i s  case  i s  t h e  same as  ours  h e r e ,  
t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  r i g h t s ,  a l s o ,  of t h e  accused. I t ' s  a very 
important  mat ter .  J u s t  how he would.enforce t h i s  o r d e r ,  
I d o n ' t  know a t  t h i s  time. 

A. I understand t h e  reasons and agree  t h a t  it can 
be and probably i s  an important  m a t t e r ,  b u t  I was j u s t  
cur ious  how t h e  m i l i t a r y  can even subpoena a c i v i l i a n  
unless  i n  compliance with Federa l  law. 

COL MILLER: The Uniform Code of M i l i t a r y  J u s t i c e  was 
enacted by Congress a s  Federa l  law, and t h e  Manual f o r  
Courts Mar t i a l  i s  an execut ive o rde r  publ ished by the  
P res iden t .  

A. And t h e  o t h e r  ques t ion  I have i s  more f o r  
General PEERS than anybody. I was j u s t  cu r ious ,  i f  i t ' s  
any of my bus iness ,  what t h e  reasons a r e  f o r  t h i s  i n v e s t i -
g a t i o n ,  o t h e r  than  t h e  obvious one t h a t , w e  c e r t a i n l y  
would l i k e  t o  prevent  any reccurrences of t h i s  and 
do as  much about it a s  p o s s i b l e .  

10: We have gone through t h e  r e g u l a t i o n s .  The 
r e g u l a t i o n s  i n d i c a t e  very c l e a r l y  t h a t  whenever an a t r o c i t y  
i s  committed, i r r e s p e c t i v e  of by what s i d e ,  whether it 
involves one i n d i v i d u a l  o r  might be termed a "massacre" 
such a s  t h i s ,  people a r e  ob l iga ted  t o  r e p o r t  it, and t h i s  
i s  every a t r o c i t y ,  i r r e s p e c t i v e  of whether it is  an a t r o c i t y  
i n  f a c t  o r  only an a l l eged  a t r o c i t y .  I n  accordance with a l l  
t h e  r e g u l a t i o n s ,  it i s  supposed t o  be i n v e s t i g a t e d  and 
i n v e s t i g a t e d  proper ly ,  and i n  t h e  process  of t h i s ,  e i t h e r  
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i n  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i t s e l f  o r  w i t h i n  e lements  o f  t h e  
command t h a t  had t o  do wi th  t h e  i n c i d e n t ,  whether  t h e r e  
w a s  any a t t empt  t o  suppress  i n fo rma t ion  of  what t r a n s -
p i r e d  i n  My L a i  ( 4 )  on t h e  16 th  of March. That  goes 
t o  t h e  ve ry  b a s i s  on which t h e  Army i s  e s t a b l i s h e d :  
hones ty  and i n t e g r i t y  w i t h i n  t h e  m i l i t a r y  e s t a b l i s h m e n t .  
This  i s  one of  t h e  b a s i c  t h i n g s  t h a t  we a r e  looking  
a t  r i g h t  now i n  o r d e r  t o  develop t h e  i n fo rma t ion  t h a t  
w e  have t o  have on t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i v e  p roces s  and t h e  
r e p o r t s ,  and s o  f o r t h ,  a s s o c i a t e d  wi th  it. We have t o  
know what t r a n s p i r e d  a t  My L a i  ( 4 )  on t h e  16 th  o f .March ,  
as t h e  b a s i s  f o r  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i v e  p roces s .  Is t h a t  
r e spons ive  t o  your  q u e s t i o n ?  

A. I t ' s  ve ry  d e f i n i t e l y  respons ive .  I c e r t a i n l y  
hope t h a t  through t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  you w i l l  be  a b l e  t o  
s t r e n g t h e n  t h e  i n t e g r i t y  of  t h e  Army. I n  t h a t  l i g h t ,  I 
c e r t a i n l y  hope t h a t  something I s a i d  h e r e  he lped .  

Q I hope s o  too .  I t  i s  no t  o u r  problem t o  
c o n v i c t  people  o r  t o  i s o l a t e  i n d i v i d u a l s .  Our problem 
i s  t o  r e p o r t  on t h e  f a c t s  and c i rcumstances  of t h e  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  You may be a s s u r e d  t h a t ,  i n  t h e  p r o c e s s ,  
w e  a r e  going t o  uncover i n fo rma t ion  which may l e a d  t o  
improvements w i t h i n  t h e  system p rov id ing  t r a i n i n g ,  
d i r e c t i n g ,  hand l ing ,  and r e p o r t i n g  of  such i n s t a n c e s ,  and 
w e  c e r t a i n l y  w i l l  have comments r e l a t e d  t o  t h a t .  

I t h i n k  it i s  ve ry  good. 

10: We a p p r e c i a t e  ve ry  much your coming i n  t oday ,  
M r .  ROBERTS. W e  r ecogn ize  t h a t  you have had c e r t a i n  
r e s t r a i n t s  i n  your  d i s c u s s i o n ,  b u t  we f e e l  t h a t  t o  a 
degree  you can f e e l  t h a t  you 've  been open and t r i e d  t o  
answer t h e  q u e s t i o n s  t h a t  w e  have p u t  f o r t h .  

This  h e a r i n g  w i l l  r e c e s s  u n t i l  5 minutes 
a f t e r  4 : O O .  

(The a e r i a l  photograph annota ted  by MR ROBERTS 
w a s  r ece ived  and e n t e r e d  i n t o  evidence a s  E x h i b i t  P-174.) 

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  1558 hour s ,  17  
December 19 69. ) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: ROSADO-DELGADO, Pablo MSG 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 5 February 1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL : None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: Personne l  S t a f f  NCO, 
S1 S e c t i o n ,  1 1 t h  Brigade.  

1. KNOWLEDGE OF THE 16 MARCH OPERATION. 

ROSADO-DELGADO r e c a l l e d  t h e  16 March o p e r a t i o n ,  b u t  he  
d i d  n o t  remember any d i s c u s s i o n  about  a body count  (pg .7) .  
Sergeant  KIRPATRICK d i d  n o t  t e l l  t h e  w i t n e s s  he had heard  o f  
a c o n f r o n t a t i o n  between a h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t  and a ground 
commander du r ing  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  (pg. 8 ) .  The w i t n e s s  knew 
noth ing  about  a charge o f  i n d i s c r i m i n a t e  f i r i n g  (pg. 9 ) .  

2. INFORMATION CONCERNING AN INVESTIGATION. 

The w i t n e s s  never  k e p t  any f i l e s  f o r  Colonel  HENDERSON 
o t h e r  t han  t h o s e  f o r  awards and d e c o r a t i o n s  (pgs .  3 ,  4 ) .  S ince  
ROSADO-DELGADO1s f i l e s  were s t r i c t l y  f o r  pe r sonne l  a c t i o n s ,  
he h d  no th ing  i n  them r e l a t i n g  t o  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  (pg.  4 ) .  
The w i t n e s s  had never  b e f o r e  seen a copy o f  HENDERSON'S 
24 A p r i l  r e p o r t  (Exh ib i t  R-5) o r  i t s  i n c l o s u r e s  (pg. 5 ) .  Nor 
had h e  seen  Captain  RODRIGUEZ'S s t a t emen t  ( ~ x h i b i tM-30) 
(pg. 6 )  . He d i d  n o t  even know who RODRIGUEZ w a s  (pg. 6)  . 
He hea rd  no rumors a t  headqua r t e r s  concerning an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
Colonel  HENDERSON was conduct ing f o r  General  KOSTER (pgs.  6 ,  
9 ) .  He d i d  n o t  know HENDERSON had been d i r e c t e d  t o  make 
one (pg. 1 0 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  know t h a t  HENDERSON was i n v e s t i g a t i n g  
an i n c i d e n t  i n  which a c a p t a i n  s h o t  a woman (pg. 7 )  . He 
d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  a r e q u e s t  from Se rgean t  Major GERBERDING t o  
a s s i s t  in  t h e  p r e p a r a t i o n  of  pape r s  be ing  s e n t  t o  KOSTER 
(pg. 1 0 ) .  The f i r s t  t i m e  h e  hea rd  about  t h e  My L a i  i n c i d e n t  
was when h e  r e a d  about  it i n  t h e  newspapers (pg. 6 ) .  
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3. OTHER INFORMATION. 

Colonel  HENDERSON d i d  n o t  have anyone a s s igned  t o  him 
a s  a s t e n o  o r  c l e r k  (pg. 1 3 ) .  Everyone g o t  a long  w e l l  w i t h  
Colonel  HENDERSON whom t h e  w i t n e s s  cons idered  "a l e a d e r  i n  
every r e s p e c t "  (pgs. 1 4 ,  1 5 ) .  The wi tnes s  thought  t h e  
1 1 t h  Brigade w a s  a g r e a t  o u t f i t  (pg. 1 7 )  . 
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E X H I B I T S  

E X H I B I T  
NUMBER D E S C R I P T I O N  NOTES 

W i t  h a d  n e v e r  s e e n  
PAGES 

M% 

R- 5 

S t a t e m e n t  of RODRIGUEZ 
Copy of R-1 f r o m  1 1 t h  
B r i a a d e  f i l e  before .  

n e v e r  s e e n  

( ROSADO-DELGADO) . 3 
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(The hea r ing  reconvened a t  1713 hours ,  5 February 
1970.) 

MR MACCRATE: The hea r ing  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR: The fol lowing named persons a r e  p r e s e n t :  I\IR MACCRATE, 
COL ARMSTRONG, and MAJ COOP. 

The n e x t  wi tness  i s  Master Sergeant  Pablo ROSADO-
DELGADO . 

(MSG ROSADO-DELGADO was c a l l e d  as a w i t n e s s ,  was 
sworn, and t e s t i f i e d  as  fol lows:)  

RCDR : Will you s t a t e  your f u l l  name, grade ,  S o c i a l  Se-
c u r i t y  number, branch of s e r v i c e ,  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  and s t a t i o n ?  

A .  F i r s t  name Pablo , l a s t  name ROSADO-DELGADO . Grade, 
Master Sergeant ,  S o c i a l  S e c u r i t y  number -,Headquarters ,  
US' Army, Hawaii. 

COL ARMSTRONG : Sergeant  DELGADO , wi l -1 - you be c e r t a i n  t h a t  
dur ing  your test imony you speak loudly enough s o  t h a t  our  
r eco rde r  can g e t  it down? 

A,  Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q. Have you r ead  t h e  pre l iminary  i n s t r u c t i o n s  (Exh ib i t  
M-81) 1 

A .  Yes, s i r ,  I have. 

Q . Do you understand them? 

A .  P e r f e c t l y  w e l l ,  s i r .  

Q Do you have any ques t ions?  

A .  NO,  s ir .  

Q. W i l l  you s t a t e  p l e a s e  what your p o s i t i o n  was i n  
t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade,  when you joined them, when you l e f t ,  and 
b a s i c a l l y  what your d u t i e s  were? 

1 
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A. Yes, s i r .  I jo ined  t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade on 17 August 
1967, I b e l i e v e  it w a s .  This was when t h e  b r i g a d e  was a c t i -
va t ed  i n  S c h o f i e l d  Barracks  and I s t ayed  wi th  t h e  b r i g a d e  when 
they  deployed t o  Vietnam. I w a s  a member of t h e  advance p lan-  
n ing  group and a s  such we  were t h e  f i r s t  group t o  l e a v e  Scho- 
f i e l d  Barracks  en r o u t e  t o  Vietnam. I l e f t  on 2 5  November 1967 
and w e  g o t  t o  Vietnam, of course ,  t h e  same month. When I l e f t  
Vietnam i n  November of 1968,  my d u t i e s  i n  t h e  l l t h  Brigade,  
e v e r  s i n c e  I was a s s igned  t h e r e ,  was i n  t h e  S1 s e c t i o n  a s  t h e  
pe r sonne l  s t a f f  NCO. There w a s  a d i f f e r e n c e  between t h e  d u t i e s  
i n  g a r r i s o n  and t h e  d u t i e s  i n  combat. The d u t i e s  i n  g a r r i s o n  
most ly  were a d m i n i s t r a t i v e ,  r o u t i n e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  o r  whatever 
it was. When we g o t  t o  combat however, they  took our  AG sec-
t i o n  on up t o  d i v i s i o n  headqua r t e r s  and w e  g o t  s add led  up w i t h  
AG d u t i e s  s o r t  o f ,  s o  t o  speak.  So, my d u t i e s  i n  Vietnam 
a c t u a l l y  were d e a l i n g  w i t h  c a s u a l t y  r e p o r t i n g ,  awards and dec- 
o r a t i o n s .  We had a r ep roduc t ion  s e c t i o n .  We had s t r e n g t h  
account ing  and we a l s o  r a n  a message c e n t e r .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  
t h a t ,  we had o t h e r  a d d i t i o n a l  d u t i e s ,  l i k e  running t h e  l i b r a r y  
and running a sundry s t o r e ,  more o r  less you 'd  c a l l  it. Kind 
of a PX w e  had. T h a t ' s  about it. 

Q. L e t ' s  cons ide r  now t h e  p e r i o d  of l a s t  f a l l ,  Septem-
b e r  and October 1969. Have you d i s c u s s e d  t h i s  s i n c e  t h e  news 
broke about  t h e  My La i  i n c i d e n t ?  Have you d i s c u s s e d  t h i s  in -
c i d e n t  w i th  any former member i n  t h e  b r igade  o r  t h e  d i v i s i o n ?  

A. No, s i r ,  I have no t .  

Q - You had no c o n t a c t  wi th  anybody i n  t h e  b r igade  
w i t h  whom you d i s c u s s e d  t h i s ?  

A. I have noi:, sir.  

Q - M r .  MACCRATE i s  a c i v i l i a n  a t t o r n e y  who has vol-
un tee red  t o  a s s i s t  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  of t h e  Army i n  conduc t ing  t h i s  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  I have been des igna t ed  by t h e  O f f i c e  of Chief 
of S t a f f  t o  a s s i s t  General  PEERS. There a r e  o t h e r  groups l i k e  
t h i s  t a k i n g  tes t imony a l s o ,  b u t  General  PEERS w i l l  be t h e  one 
t o  w e i y l ~-the e v i d e i ~ c e ,  come t o  t h e  conc lus ions  and make recom-
mendations. M r ,  MACCRATE w i l l  probably conduct most of t h e  
q u e s t i o n i n g ,  a l though  you may g e t  q u e s t i o n s  from me too .  

A. Yes, sir.  

2 APP T-331 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


MR MACCRATE: Sergeant  ROSADO, we have heard you r e f e r r e d  t o  
' by var ious  members of the  br igade as  someone who was with the 

brigade f o r  t h i s  per iod  of time and w a s  very knowledgeable as 
t o  the  conduct of the  business  a t  t h e  headquarters  of the b r i -  
gade, I t  is  f o r  t h a t  reason we a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  speaking t o  
you about some of the  handl ing of admin i s t r a t ive  matters  
around headquar ters .  I t  has been suggested t o  us t h a t  from 
time t o  time you would personal ly  a s s i s t  the  commanding o f f i -  
ce r  i n  some of h i s  requirements.  Is t h i s  t r u e ,  t h a t  f o r  some 
of the  s tenographic  requirements o r  a s s i s t a n c e  with some of 
t h e  paper work t h a t  the  commanding o f f i c e r  has t o  t ake  c a r e  
of ,  he would t u r n  t o  you f o r  he lp?  

A. Yes, sir, on many occasions.  

Q. Did you personal ly  t ake  d i c t a t i o n  from him? What 
would be your pe r sona l  r o l e  i n  he lp ing  him o u t  i n  t h i s  way? 

A. I d i d n ' t  t ake  d i c t a t i o n  from him. A s  a mat ter  of 
f a c t ,  I d i d n , . t  t ake  any s o r t  of d i c t a t i o n  bu t  I d i d  he lp  him 
out  on personal  mat ters .  When he was w r i t i n g  awards f o r  some-
body wi th in  . the  command o r  .a r e p o r t ,  e f f i c i e n c y  r e p o r t s  f o r  
o f f i c e r s ,  I used t o  w r i t e  those f o r  him personal ly .  No one 
e l s e  ever  touched them. That was j u s t  about what I d i d  f o r  
him. Of course,  t h i s  i s  q u i t e  a job because t h i s  happened 
q u i t e  o f t en .  Other personal  t h i n g s ,  you know, t h i n g s  a com-
mander would want someone he could t r u s t  do, I d i d  t h a t  f o r  
h i m  personal ly .  

Q - We have go t t en  t h i s  impression, t h a t  t h i s  was t h e  
observat ion of o t h e r s ,  t h a t  the  commanding o f f i c e r  d i d  t u r n  t o  
you f o r  t h i n g s  of t h i s  kind. With r e s p e c t  t o  Colonel HENDER-
S O N s s  f i l e s  i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  d i d  you o r  your s e c t i o n  i n  any way 
a s s i s t  i n  t h e  making of t h e  f i l e s  f o r  him? 

A. No, sir, I th ink  t h a t  I can s t a t e  very c l e a r l y  
t h a t  "he f i l e s  we had were s t r i c t l y  ou t  of the  S 1  s e c t i o n .  I 
never kep t  any f i l e s  f o r  him o t h e r  than awards and decora t ions  
t h a t  I d i d  w r i t e  o r  I knew we were involved with.  We had the  
f i l e s  b u t  personal ,  personal  ou t s ide  of t h e  m i l i t a r y ,  unof-
f i c i a l  f i l e s ,  no, sir. 

Q- Do you r e c a l l  where he kept  h i s  f i l e s  as  the  com-
manding o f f i c e r ,  t h e  o f f i c i a l  papers t h a t  he had t o  prepare? 
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I r e a l i z e  t h a t  a commander of t h e  br igade i n  the f i e l d  is n o t  
engaged i n  c r e a t i n g  paper b u t  he does occas ional ly  have memo- 
randum t h a t  he sends o u t .  He may d i r e c t  something t o  the  com-
manding genera l  of t h e  d i v i s i o n  o r  he may rece ive  communica-
t i o n s  from the  commanding genera l .  Where would papers  of t h a t  
s o r t ,  given t h e  admin i s t r a t ive  se tup  of t h e  11th  Brigade 
during t h e  time t h a t  Colonel HENDERSON was i n  command, come t o  
r e s t ?  

A. Well, I can honest ly  say t h a t  some of those  papers 
were awards and decora t ions ,  l e t t e r s  of apprec ia t ion ,  th ings  
l i k e  t h a t ;  they p r e t t y  much remained i n  my sec t ion .  

Q . I f  they were r e l a t e d  t o  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s ,  f o r  exam-
p l e ,  where would they go? 

i n  p repara t ion  of ma te r i a l ?  

A,  Well, I d i d n ' t  have anything . l i k e  t h a t  i n  my 
f i l e s ,  My hands were s t r i c t l y  f o r  personnel  a c t i o n s ,  s o  t o  
speak. 
Q . Did you from time t o  time lend a hand t o  Sergeant 
GERBERDING Would you g e t  some 
typing  down i n  your o f f i c e  because you had, perhaps,  a l a r g e r  
s t a f f  than they had i n  the  S2? 

A. Well, I d i d  have a l a r g e r  s t a f f .  My po l i cy  was t o  
he lp  out  o t h e r s  wi th in  the  s t a f f  i f  I could bu t  I c o u l d n ' t  
p inpoin t  s p e c i f i c  ins t ances  which I helped them ou t .  I d i d  
he lp  them ou t ,  though, and t h i s  went t o  the  S3 and t h e  S2 and 
t h e  5 4  as we l l ,  because t h i s  was the  way we opera ted .  When-
ever  t h e i r  c l e r k s  were out  f o r  some reason I j u s t  chipped i n  
and helped out  with the  typing.  

Q Sergeant  DELGADO, we a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  p u t t i n g  to-
ge the r  some of t h e  background as  t o  the  p repara t ion  of a docu-
ment. I have here Exhibi t  R-5 and it has been suggested t h a t  
some of these  papers ,  r e f e r r i n g  t o  these  f i v e  s h e e t s ,  may have 
been typed i n  the  S1 shop a t  the  br igade.  I t  i s  even p o s s i b l e  
t h a t  you may have personal  knowledge of t h e  typing.  I show 
you R-5 and ask you t o  look a t  the  f i r s t  two shee t s  and ask 
yau i f  you ever recall seeing t h a t  d-ocument? J u s t  t h e  f i r s t  
two pages. 

A. NO,  sir .  
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Q 0 
Have you e v e r  s een  t h a t  document? 

A. I have never  seen  t h i s  b e f o r e .  

Q Now, I would have you look a t  t h e  n e x t  two s h e e t s  
which are  Engl i sh  t r a n s l a t i o n s  of some VC propaganda and ask 
you i f  you e v e r  r e c a l l  s e e i n g  t h a t  document? 

A. That  i s  t h i s  one? 

Q o  Yes. I t h i n k  y o u ' l l  f i n d  on t h a t  f i r s t  page t h e  
k ind  of t h i n g  t h a t  you may have hea rd  q u i t e  a b i t  of coming 
from t h e  V i e t  Congo I f  you go t o  t h e  t o p  of t h e  second page, 
p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  second paragraph-- 

A, ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )  The o p e r a t i o n ?  

Q - Y e s ,  y o u ' l l  s e e  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a s p e c i f i c  a l l e g a -  
t i o n  made, Do you e v e r  r e c a l l  s e e i n g  t h e s e  two pages before?  

A. No, sir,  I c a n ' t  h o n e s t l y  say t h a t  I have seen  
them. 

Q - Now, I would l i k e  you t o  t u r n  t o  t h e  l a s t  s h e e t ,  
a s t a t e m e n t  of 1 4  A p r i l  1968 and ask you i f  you e v e r  recal l  
s e e i n g  t h a t  s h e e t  of paper  o r  a s i m i l a r  s h e e t  of paper  be fo re?  

A. I d o n ' t  have t o  r e a d  any f u r t h e r ,  sir.  No, s i r ,  
I d o n ' t  have any knowledge of t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  document. 

Q - You d o n ' t  remember s e e i n g  it be fo re?  

A. NO, s i r .  

Q .  I now show you E x h i b i t  M-30, Se rgean t  DELGADO, and 
ask you i f  you eve r  r e c a l l  s e e i n g  t h i s  document be fo re?  You 
w i l l  n o t e  t h a t  it i s  s igned  by Angel RODRIGUEZ, Capta in ,  as-
s i s t a n t  d i s t r i c t  a d v i s o r ,  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t .  The ' top copy is  
somewhat d i f f i c u l t  t o  r e a d ,  b u t  t h e r e  is  a t r u e  copy attackied 
which i s  more l e g i b l e .  

A. NO, sir.  

Q. Did you e v e r  m e e t  Captain  RODRIGUEZ? 
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A, No, s ir ,  I d o n ' t  even know who he is .  I do know 
a Captain  RODRIGUEZ b u t  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h i s  is  t h e  same man. 
I t  w a s n ' t  i n  Vietnam, no, I t  was back a t  S c h o f i e l d  Barracks .  

Q You w i l l  n o t e  t h a t  t h i s  is  t h e  same s t a t e m e n t  a s  
t h e  l a s t ,  t h e  i n c l o s u r e  t o  t h e  r e p o r t  of i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  This  
i s  a s i g n e d  copy and you d o n ' t  r e c a l l  s e e i n g  it i n  e i t h e r  
f o m ?  

A. No, sir, I can h o n e s t l y  say' t h a t  I h a v e n ' t .  

Q - Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of h e a r i n g  d i scus -
s i o n s  a t  t h e  headqua r t e r s  i n  A p r i l  1968 r ega rd ing  such an in - ' 

ves t i g a t i o n  t h a t  Colonel  HENDERSON was conduct ing and t h e  f a c t  
t h a t  v a r i o u s  pape r s  were be ing  ga thered  t o  be submi t t ed  t o  t h e  
commanding g e n e r a l  of t h e  America1 Div is ion?  

A,  A s  a m a t t e r  of f a c t ,  t o  be p e r f e c t l y  h o n e s t  wi th  
you, I never  heard  of t h i s  My L a i  i n c i d e n t  u n t i l  I r e a d  t h i s  
i n  t h e  papers .  

Q - But y o u ' l l  n o t e  i n  h e r e  t h e r e  i s  no r e f e r e n c e  t o  
a My La i  i n c i d e n t ,  The r e f e r e n c e  a c t u a l l y  i s  t o  t h i n g s  t h a t  
have occur red  a t  Tu Cung and Co Luy which are q u i t e  d i f f e r e n t  
names, A c t u a l l y ,  Tu Cung is a hamlet  of t h e  v i l l a g e  of Son 
My which i s  an area des igna t ed  on t h e  m i l i t a r y  maps as My L a i  
( 4 )  . A l l  of the VC propaganda and s t a t emen t s  r e f e r  t o  t h e s e  
hamlets by t h e  names they a r e  known by among t h e  Vietnamese. 
Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of hea r ing  such t h i n g s  d i s c u s s e d  
i n  t h e  s p r i n g  of  1968? 

A. L e t  me ask something? This  w a s  o p e r a t i o n  Musca-
t i n e ,  Task Force  Barker  so t o  speak? 

Q Right .  

A. What I hea rd  w a s  s t r i c t l y  because I d i d  have many 
awards t h a t  r e s u l t e d  from Task Force Barker.  These names, 
they  r i n g  a b e l l  i n  my mind because t h e s e  were t h e  names used 
i n  va r ious  l o c a t i o n s ,  b u t  a s  f a r  as something l i k e  t h i s ,  I 
have never seen anyth ing  l i k e  t h a t ,  

Q - Do you eve r  remember h e a r i n g  t h a t  i n  connec t ion  
wi th  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  i n  t h e  Muscatine A0 a f t e r  one o p e r a t i o n  
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colonel  HENDERSON was asked t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  charges i n  r e s p e c t  
t o  a cap ta in  who was accused of shoot ing a  woman? 

A. I c a n ' t  honest ly  say.  I probably have. Now, a l l  
NCO'S g e t  toge the r  and people t a l k ,  b u t  I c a n ' t  p inpo in t  spe-
c i f i c  i n c i d e n t s  o r  conversat ions.  

Q Do you r e c a l l  t h a t  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  opera t ion  of 
Task Force Barker on 1 6  March 1 96 8 was , by r e p o r t ,  t h e  mos t 
s i g n i f i c a n t  engagement the  11th Brigade had s i n c e  it a r r i v e d  
i n  country? 

A. Yes, s i r ,  and as a r e s u l t ,  I became involved as  
f a r  a s  awards and decora t ions ,  because we processed q u i t e  a 
b i t ,  p lus  t h e  casua l ty  r e p o r t .  This i s  one of t h e  t imes I 
had t o  inc rease  my casua l ty  branch and we had an ind iv idua l  
working on a 24-hour b a s i s .  

Q- Do you remember i n  connection with t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  
operat ion t h a t  t h e  casua l ty  f i g u r e s  r epor ted  were a c t u a l l y  128 
VC KIA,  2 U , S .  K I A ,  11 U . S .  wounded and 3 weapons captured? 
Do you remember any d i scuss ion  of those  f i g u r e s  around the  
br igade a t  t h a t  time? 

A. Well, t h e  U . S .  c a s u a l t i e s  were the  ones t h a t  we 
were involved with . 
Q. I understand t h a t .  You were t a l k i n g  about what 
you were d i scuss ing  w i t h  t he  o t h e r  NCO ' s  when you met over a 
g lass  of bee r  wi th  a few l e i s u r e  hours t h a t  you could f i n d  
and had a chance t o  g e t  together .  Do you remember any d i s -
cussion of these  f i g u r e s  and the  shortage of weapons t h a t  had 
been picked up on the  opera t ion?  Any d i scuss ion  of t h a t  s o r t  
and what had gone on a t  t h a t  time? 

A. I can 't a c t u a l l y  p inpo in t  any s p e c i f i c  conversa-
t ion .  Honestly, I c a n ' t  say I have, b u t  by t h e  same token I 
c a n ' t  say I haven ' t ,  because we d i d  t a l k  j u s t  about every-
thing.  

Q. Do you remember t h e  r e p o r t ,  perhaps,  from Sergeant  
KIRKPATRICK who was i n  t h e  TOC a t  t h a t  time? Sergeant  Major 
KIRKPATRICK, Do you r e c a l l  him and how they  monitored i n  the  
TOC t h e  conversa t ion  o r  t h e  remarks of a h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t  i n  
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t h e  course  of t h e  o p e r a t i o n ?  He was t a l k i n g  w i t h  one o f  t h e  
o f f i c e r s  on t h e  ground and t h r e a t e n i n g  t o  t u r n  t h e  guns of  t h e  
h e l i c o p t e r  on the U.S. f o r c e s  i f  t hey  d i d n ' t  s t o p  i n d i s c r i m i -  
n a t e  f i r i n g ?  Do you remember anyth ing  l i k e  t h a t ?  

A. No, s ir .  My o f f i c e  was t o o  f a r  from t h e  TOC. 

Q - I r e a l i z e  you c o u l d n ' t  have hea rd  it when it came 
ove r  t h e  a i r  b u t  a t  t h e  same t ime it i s  a  k i n d  o f  unusual  com-
munication.  When t h e  men l e f t  t h e  TOC, o r  when Se rgean t  
KIRKPATRICK l e f t  t h e  TOC, it would be q u i t e  n a t u r a l  f o r  him, 
when you saw him t h a t  evening,  t o  g i v e  you a b r i e f i n g  on what  
he  had been doing du r ing  t h e  day and t h e  c a l l s  t h a t  had been 
made o r  messages t h a t  came i n .  You have no r e c o l l e c t i o n  of  
h e a r i n g  any such t h i n g  d i scussed?  

A. No, s i r ,  because we d i d n ' t  a c t u a l l y  have a meeting 
o f  t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  took p l a c e  du r ing  t h e  day. W e  very seldom 
g o t  t o g e t h e r  a s  a m a t t e r  of f a c t  and when we d i d  w e  , t a l k e d  
about  o t h e r  t h i n g s  r a t h e r  t h a n  duty.  I t  w a s n ' t  a requi rement  
f o r  us t o  g e t  t o g e t h e r ,  W e  d i d  g e t  t o g e t h e r  however, l i k e  you 
s a i d  l e i s u r e  t i m e  more o r  less. 

Q - You d o n ' t  remember something be ing  s a i d  about  
t h e s e  aero-scouts :  "What a r e  t h e y  going t o  b e  up t o  n e x t ,  
g e t t i n g  i n t o  t h i s  k ind  of a s i t u a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  ground f o r c e s ? "  
O r ,  "They a r e  t h r e a t e n i n g  t o  t u r n  t h e i r  guns on u s . "  You d o n ' t  
remember t h a t  e v e r  b e i n g  d i scussed?  ' 

A. No, s i r ,  I c a n ' t  s a y  t h a t  I do remember it. It 
r i n g s  a  b e l l .  Like I say ,  I c a n ' t  p i n p o i n t  it. 

Q - Do you t h i n k  you d i d  hea r  something a long  those  
l i n e s  sometime? 

A. Yes, i t ' s  p o s s i b l e .  Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q - Do you remember t h a t  as  a r e s u l t  of t h e s e  charges  
Colonel  HENDERSON f o r  a couple  of days was p r e t t y  much occu-
p i e d  i n  t a l k i n g  t o  peop le  and g e t t i n g  a l i t t l e  r e p o r t  toge th-  
e r ?  He may have even asked you t o  type  it? Major MCKNIGHT 
and Colonel  LUPER may have worked on j u s t  a s h o r t  r e p o r t  set-
t i n g  o u t  f o r  t h e  commanding g e n e r a l  t h a t  he had looked i n t o  
t h e  s i t u a t i o n  and he s a t i s f i e d  h imse l f  t h a t  t h e r e  was a b s o l u t e l y  
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no mer i t  t o  the  a l l e g a t i o n s  t h a t  t h e r e  had been ind i sc r imina te  
f i r i n g  o r  t h a t  t h e  cap ta in  had f i r e d  on a  woman? Do you 
remember prepar ing  any such r e p o r t  f o r  Colonel HENDERSON'S 
s igna tu re  alone about t h e  end of March o r  e a r l y  i n  Apr i l  1968? 

A. No, sir ,  I c a n ' t  say t h a t  I do. 

Q- Do you remember Major MCKNIGHT coming t o  you and 
asking you t o  type up such a paper and then  t a k i n g  it t o  Colo- 
n e l  HENDERSON? 

A. I c a n ' t  imagine why, because Major MCKNIGHT had 
h i s  own c l e r k s  and he had h i s  own se rgean t .  He had t h r e e  of 
them a s  a  ma t t e r  of f a c t ,  Both of them were very capable and 
typed j u s t  as  w e l l  as I d i d .  I just--

Q- ( In terpos ing)  But on the  o t h e r  hand, c e r t a i n  
th ings  were t r e a t e d  i n  confidence.  The commanding o f f i c e r  was 
q u i t e  accustomed t o  tu rn ing  t o  you f o r  th ings  t h a t  he wanted 
on a close-hol'd b a s i s .  I f  you a r e  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  something and 
you d o n ' t  want rumors going about headquar ters ,  n a t u r a l l y  you 
t u r n  t o  someone you f e e l  you could r e l y  on t o  do the  job f o r  
you. I n  t h a t  context  it would be q u i t e  reasonable t o  t u r n  t o  
someone with whom he had a  cont inuing r e l a t i o n  of e n t r u s t i n g  
c o n f i d e n t i a l  m a t e r i a l .  

A. Yes, s i r ,  I understand p e r f e c t l y  w e l l  what you 
mean bu t  I j u s t  c a n ' t  r e c a l l  anything l i k e  t h i s  ever  coming 
across  my desk. I d i d  work f o r  the  colonel  and I d i d  many 
th ings  f o r  him. Like you s a i d ,  I re layed s p e c i f i c  i n c i d e n t s  
such a s  e f f i c i e n c y  r e p o r t s .  I d i d  them a l l .  

Q - Do you remember anything l i k e  t h i s  w r i t t e n  out  i n  
longhand by him and you s i t t i n g  and typ ing  it on a typewri te r?  
I t  is  our  information t h a t  both the  r e p o r t  of i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of 
24 A p r i l  which you have seen and poss ib ly  t h i s  e a r l i e r  r e p o r t  
a t  t h e  end of March or  e a r l y  i n  A p r i l  were both w r i t t e n  out  i n  
Colonel HENDERSON'S hand and then typed f o r  him. You have no 
r e c o l l e c t i o n  of typing  e i t h e r  one of those  f o r  him? 

A.  N o ,  s ir ,  I d o n ' t .  I j u s t  c a n ' t  r e c a l l ,  sir. I 
know t h a t  personal ly  I d i d n ' t  type them, but  i f  I d i d  g e t  my 
hands on t h e  paper and have somebody e l s e  type  it, I would 
have had knowledge of it, and I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  
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Q Do you r e c a l l  Sergeant GERBERDING asking you t o  
a s s i s t  i n  the  p repara t ion  of papers and then  one o r  the  o t h e r  
being placed i n  double envelopes and dispatched t o  t h e  com-
manding genera l  of the  Americal Divis ion with an "eyes only" 
no ta t ion  on the  envelope? Does t h a t  begin t o  r i n g  a b e l l ?  

A, I c a n ' t  remember, s i r ,  but  as  f a r  as t ak ing  t h e  
document up t o  Americal, I d id  have a  man, wel l ,  a c t u a l l y  he 
was an o f f i c e r .  He worked i n  conjunct ion with the  S1 sec t ion .  
W e  used t o  c a l l  him a  c o u r i e r .  C l a s s i f i e d  information,  f o r  
ins t ance ,  I made su re  everything was stamped proper ly  and 
sea led  proper ly ,  th ings  l i k e  t h a t ,  before I put  them i n  the 
envelope and gave them t o  the  man, bu t  I c a n ' t  hones t ly  say I 
d i d  somefhing l i k e  t h a t  f o r  him. Sergeant GERBERDING was the  
man. H e  operated p r e t t y  much on h i s  own. He was a good man. 
Very seldom d i d  I give him he lp ,  bu t  I d i d  give him help  some-
times i n  typing when he got  overloaded, because t h e r e  was 
q u i t e  a  b i t  of paper work i n  the  S2 s e c t i o n .  

Q - He was a l s o  complimentary t o  you. W e  t a l k e d  t o  
Sergeant GERBERDING and we a l s o  have t a l k e d  t o  Sergeant  CAPELL 
who followed him. We understand t h a t  t h e r e  was t h i s  hand t h a t  
was l e n t .  Also when something was important and it was being 
handled on a close-hold b a s i s  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  sometimes an as-
s i s t a n c e  among the  s e n i o r  N C O ' s  i n  t h i s  way i n  t h e  handling. 
I t  has been suggested t h a t  you had helped out  i n  the  transmis- 
s i o n  of one ox another  of these  o r  i n  the  p repara t ion  of one o r  
a number of these  papers.  

A. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l ,  sir. I c a n ' t  hones t ly  say t h a t  I 
d i d  because nothing b r ings  t o  mind t h a t  I have. When I read 
those documents, t h a t  is  the  f i r s t  time t h a t  I ever  l a i d  eyes 
on those papers.  

Q - Do you ever  r e c a l l  s ee ing  a d i r e c t i v e  from General 
KOSTER, t h e  commanding genera l  of the  Americal Divis ion ,  t o  
Colonel HENDERSON d i r e c t i n g  h i m  t o  make'an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  with 
r e s p e c t  t o  a complaint received from a  Vietnamese a u t h o r i t y ?  

A. No, s ir .  I d o n ' t  remember. 

Q. There might have been a t t ached  t o  t h i s  when it was 
rece ived  a  l e t t e r  from the  d i s t . x i c t  ch ief  of Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  
t o  t h e  province chief  of ~ u a n g , " ' M ~ a i  anProvince,  poss ib ly  wi th  
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i n d i c a t i o n  of  indorsement o r  r e q u e s t  from the commanding gen- 
e r a l  of t h e  2d ARVN Div i s ion .  Does any of t h i s  r i n g  a  b e l l  as 
something t h a t  came through your  hands o r  t h a t  you he lped  
Colonel  HENDERSON wi th?  

A. No, s i r ,  I c a n ' t  s ay .  I j u s t  d o n ' t  remember. 

Q. W e l l ,  I t h i n k  w i t h  something of t h a t  s o r t  i f  you 
would have s e e n  it ,  you would have remembered it, wouldn ' t  
you? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  most c e r t a i n l y .  

Q,  You d i d n ' t  g e t  a r e q u e s t  from t h e  commanding gen- 
eral  of  d i v i s i o n  every day? 

A. Most of my s t u f f ,  you know, was s t r i c t l y  u n c l a s s i -  
f i e d  o r  of a pe r sonne l  n a t u r e .  Nothing i n  t h e  S 1  s e c t i o n  a s  
such was c l a s s i f i e d  as a r e p o r t ,  

Q - W e l l ,  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  were something t h a t  n a t u r a l l y  
would f a l l  w i t h i n  t h e  S1 r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ?  

A. W e l l ,  y e s ,  s i r .  That  was w i t h i n  t h e  S1 b u t  I 
c a n ' t  a c t u a l l y  remember s e e i n g  t h i s  document o r  even doing 
something o r  working w i t h  t h e  document* This  o p e r a t i o n  i s  i n  
i n t e l l i g e n c e  and p r e t t y  much k e p t  t o  i n t e l l i g e n c e ,  e i t h e r  t h e  
S2 o r  S3. 

COL ARMSTRONG: Who w a s  t h e  S 1  when you g o t  over  t o  Vietnam? 

A. During t h e  t i m e  t h a t  I was i n  Vietnam t h e  S1  w a s  
Major CALHOUN. He was t h e  S l  and then  he g o t  t r a n s f e r r e d ,  I 
b e l i e v e  it was i n  February o r  March I t h i n k ,  and Major: DANKIS 
took over .  

Q.  Major who? 

A. Major DANKIS. D-A-N-K- I-S . 
MR MACCRATE: Major CALHOUN went t o  Task Force  Barker?  

A. Yes, s i r ,  and t h e n  Major DANKIS took over t h e  S 1  
shop. 
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COL ARMSTRONG: What p o s i t i o n  d i d  Colonel BARKER have i n  the  
headquarters  before  he w a s  t a sk  f o r c e  commander? 

A. H e  w a s  t h e  execut ive  o f f i c e r .  

Q I Then when he went up t o  t ake  over  a s  t a sk  f o r c e  
commander. You only have then t h e  commanding genera l  and 
Colonel HENDERSON as  the  br igade commander, r i g h t ?  

A. General LIPSCOMB I b e l i e v e  was then  the  commander 
and Colonel HENDERSON t h e  XO. Colonel BARKER was the  S 3  and 
when General LIPSCOMB l e f t  Colonel HENDERSON took over  command 
and Colonel BARKER was moved up t o  the  S l  p o s i t i o n .  

Q - Colonel BARKER w a s  commanding o f f i c e r  of Task 
Force Barker? 

A. Yes, s ir ,  and then  he was removed. Before t h a t ,  
he was commander of Task Force Barker,  I b e l i e v e .  LUPER came 
in .  

Q I understand t h a t  when Task Force Barker was d i s -
solved Colonel BARKER came back t o  the  br igade t o  be execut ive  
o f f i c e r  and went o u t  s h o r t l y  t h e r e a f t e r  and became t h e  bat-
t a l i o n  commander. 

A. Yes, sir. He came back, then  he went t o  ba t -
t a l i o n .  Of course,  he g o t  k i l l e d .  

Q - Where was your o f f i c e  l o c a t i o n  compared t o  t h e  
command group's  o f f i c e s ?  

A. My o f f i c e  was the  l a s t  one i n  the  row. The S3 was 
d i r e c t l y  i n  f r o n t  of Colonel Henderson's o f f i c e  and t h e  S2 w a s  
d i r e c t l y  i n  f r o n t  of t h e  X O ' s  o f f i c e .  

Q - How f a r  away from your o f f i c e ?  

A. About 75 f e e t .  

Q - Pret-ty close? 

A. P r e t t y  much so ,  75 o r  1 0 0  f e e t  probably. 
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MR MACCRATE: Who was i n  Colonel HENDERSON'S o f f i c e ?  Did any- 
one have. a  desk with him i n  h i s  o f f i c e  o r  was t h i s  h i s  working 
a rea  and l i v i n g  space together?  

A. Well, where ,he ,had h i s  o f f i c e  it was just by it-
s e l f .  No one e l s e .  H i s  l i v i n g  a r e a  was r i g h t  i n  the  back, i n  
a t r a i l e r .  \ 

Q *  When he wanted someone t o  ' type something f o r  him? 

A. He would c a l l  someone on t h e  phone t o  go t o  h i s  

o f f i c e .  


Q 'o 
Did he c a l l  them up from t h e  o t h e r  shops? Out of 


t he  S1 o r  S3 o r  what? 


A .  Well, l i k e  I s a i d ,  he would c a l l  on t h e  S1 many 

t i m e s .  


Q. But he d i d n ' t  have anyone t h a t  was assigned t o  him 

as a s t eno  o r  c l e r k ?  


A. No, sir.  The genera l  d i d  though when he was i n  

command. The genera l  had a s e c r e t a r y .  


Q . Yes, General LIPSCOP! d i d  when he was i n  command. 

H e  l e f t ,  however, on 15 March a s  you r e c a l l .  


COL AFNSTRONG: Where was t h e  se rgean t  major loca ted?  


A.  The se rgean t  major worked a t  t h e  top  of t h e  TOC. 

The TOC w a s  down two s t e p s  from him. Sergeant  Major KIRKPATRICK 

and another  se rgean t  s a t  t h e r e  toge the r .  


Q. Where was the  o f f i c e  of t h e  se rgean t  major? 

A. T h a t w a s  i n  the  same p lace .  S i r ,  they had h i s  
l i v i n g  q u a r t e r s  and t h e  o f f i c e  toge the r .  

Q .  Did they have any typ ing  c a p a b i l i t y ?  

A. No, s i r ,  the  S3 se rgean t ,  who was Sergeant  Major 
KIRKPATRICK had the  same q u a r t e r s  a s  Sergeant  Major WALSH. 
They would commute back and f o r t h  from t h e r e .  I t  was r i g h t  on 
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top  and r i g h t  nex t  t o  the  TOC. There was a guy, FELIX, who 
used t o  do m o s t  of t h e  typing  f o r  both sergeants  major. 

MR MACCRATE: Y e s ,  he happens t o  be i n  bed wi th  the  f l u  today. 
What i s  t h e  appearance of FELIX? Does he have b lack ,  wavy 
h a i r ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir,  I b e l i e v e  so. 

Q Does he wear g lasses?  

A. I f  he d i d  I never saw him with g l a s s e s  t h a t  I can 
remember, b u t  I do remember him. He was a p r e t t y  good man 
too.  

COL ARMSTRONG: How d i d  Sergeant  Major WALSH g e t  along with-
Sergeant Major KIRKPATRICK? 

A. I t h i n k  they  g o t  along f i n e .  P r e t t y  w e l l .  

Q. With Colonel HENDERSON? 

A. I t h i n k  everybody g o t  along with Colonel HENDERSON. 

Q. What about with Sergeant Major WALSH? Did every-
body g e t  along wi th  Sergeant  Major WALSH a l l  r i g h t ?  

A. Yes, sir.  I c a n ' t  say otherwise.  

Q . Sergeant  JOHN'SON went up with BARKER, t h a t ' s  t h e  
opera t ions  se rgean t ;  then  he came back. He replaced  Sergeant  
Major KIRKPATRICK who went t o  one of the b a t t a l i o n s ?  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q DO you r e c a l l  t h i s .  

A. Yes, s ir ,  I r e c a l l  t h i s . .  

Q. When Sergeant  Major JOHNSON go t  back d i d  he have 
any war s t o r i e s  t o  t e l l  about Task Force Barker? 

A, We d i d n ' t  a c t u a l l y  speak about war, d u t i e s  a s  such, 
because we d i d n ' t  g e t  toge the r  t h a t  o f t e n .  There w a s n ' t  t h a t  
much time f o r  t h a t  anyway. 
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Q 8 Well,  he  had been t h e  hero .  P a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  head- 
q u a r t e r s  group NCO a t  t a s k  f o r c e  t a k i n g  an e x e c u t i v e  o f f i c e r  
of b r i g a d e  headqua r t e r s  1 t a k i n g  t h e  S1, t a k i n g  t h e  s e r g e a n t  
major o r  t h e  a s s i s t a n t  aP,e r a t i o n s  s e r g e a n t  and g ~ i n g  o u t  and 
winning t h e  war f o r  t h e  b r igade .  When he  came back,  he d idn '  t 
l o r d  it over you o t h e r  NCO's? 

A. Well ,  i t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  he  might have mentioned 
something about t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  t h a t  took p l a c e  up a t  Task 
Force Barker ,  b u t  if he d i d  I c a n ' t  remember s p e c i f i c a l l y  him 
say ing  anyth ing  about t h a t .  

Q- Do you remember t h e  change o f  command ceremony 
when Colonel  HENDERSON took over  from General  LIPSCOMB? 

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q. Do you remember t h e  nex t  day r i g h t  a f t e r  t h a t ?  
They had a b i g  o p e r a t i o n  up t h e r e  i n  t h e  n o r t h  o f  Task Force  
Barker? 

A. I t ' s  p o s s i b l e .  

Q. Did Se rgean t  Major WALSH come back and t e l l  you 
how t h e  new CO w a s  r e a l l y  o p e r a t i n g ?  

A. I t ' s  p o s s i b l e ,  s i r .  H e  might have mentioned some-
t h i n g  l i k e  t h a t .  

Q - I know you had  a l l  been t o g e t h e r *  Colone l  HENDER-
SON and a11  o f  your  N C U ' s  had been t o g e t h e r  i n  Hawaii f o r  a 
long t ime.  This  i s  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  you had a chance t o  look 
a t  him a s  a  b r i g a d e  commander. Everyone of  you would do s o  
and as  N C O ' s  would do, they would weigh t h e i r  c o l o n e l .  You 
know t h i s  and I know t h i s  and he would be  s u b j e c t  of d i s cus -
s i o n .  Everyone of you would l a t c h  on t o  Se rgean t  Major WALSH 
and s a y ,  "How d i d  t h e  c o l o n e l  do?" I s n ' t  t h a t  r i g h t ?  

A. Well ,  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  s o ,  s i r .  I f  y o u ' l l  excuse me. 
To m e ,  Colonel  HENDERSON was a l e a d e r  i n  every r e s p e c t  and I 
never  ques t ioned  anyth ing  about  h i s  o p e r a t i o n s  o r  any th ing  
l i k e  t h a t ,  A s  f a r  as  be ing  t o g e t h e r  i n  Hawaii, y e s ,  we were. 
W e  were a p r e t t y  c l o s e  group a s  a m a t t e r  of f a c t .  Colone l  
HENDERSON w a s  t h e  b r i g a d e  commander p r e v i o u s l y  and on one o r  

., two occas ions  
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Q During the  shoot ing? 

A, No. 

Q You a r e  t a l k i n g  about the  t r a i n i n g  per iod?  

A. During the  t r a i n i n g  per iod ,  yes ,  s ir .  During t h e  
shoot ing,  w e l l - -

Q - ( In te rpos ing)  He he ld  down Duc Pho whi le  the  gen-
e r a l  went out and wan t h e  br igade? 

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q - This was the f i r s t  chance f o r  you N C O ' s  t o  measure 
t h a t  co lone l  under f i r e .  

A, That. ' s  r i g h t .  

Q - You had t h e  foun ta in  of wisdom i n  the  se rgean t  
major s i t t i n g  r i g h t  t h e r e  watching every second. Would he n o t  
have come back t h a t  n igh t  and t o l d  you d e t a i l  by d e t a i l  what 
took p lace?  

A. I t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  he may have mentioned it--some-
th ing .  

Q - Do you r e c a l l  him doing so? 

A, I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  s p e c i f i c  ins t ances .  The se rgean t  
major, l i k e  a good se rgean t  major, used t o  t r y  t o  t e l l  us what 
was going on. 

Q A good se rgean t  major keeps h i s  sergeants  up on 
what i s  going on? 

A, But a r e p o r t  l i k e  t h i s ,  i t ' s  p r e t t y  hard t o  say 
because t h e r e  were s o  many th ings .  I t ' s  been s o  long. I t ' s  
been a long time ago, 

MR MACCRILTE: Sergeant  DELGADO, we appr>yte your coming i n .  
I f  anything we have s a i d  and shown t o  you br ings  back any re-
c o l l e c t i o n  regarding  t h e s e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ~and r e p o r t s  fol lowing 
t h e  opera t ion  i n  1968, we would apprec ia te  i f  you would b r i n g  
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t h a t  i n fo rma t ion  t o  o u r  a t t e n t i o n .  Do you have any photo- 
g raphs ,  o t h e r  documents from t h i s  t ime r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  opera- 
t i o n  of Task Force  Barker  and b r i g a d e ?  

\A. No, sir ,  I d o n ' t  have anyth ing  l i k e  t h a t .  

Q. Would you l i k e  a t  t h i s  t ime t o  make any s t a t e m e n t ,  
ask us any q u e s t i o n s ,  make any s t a t e m e n t s  f o r  the r eco rd?  

A. W e l l ,  I would l i k e  t o  s t a t e  c l e a r l y  t h a t  i f  some-
t h i n g  comes up, if I do recall  anyth ing  a t  a l l ,  I ' m  q u i t e  s u r e  
I ' l l  s n i t  it ou t .  

MR MACCRATE: W e l l ,  Major COOP w i l l  t e l l  you where you can  g e t  
i n  touch w i t h  us i f  something does come up from t a l k i n g  w i t h  
us today.  

A .  Excuse m e .  The only  t h i n g  I know about  t h e  1 1 t h  
Brigade i s  r e a l l y  what a g r e a t  o u t f i t  it was. I d i d n ' t  h e a r  
any th ing  deroga tory  u n t i l  I r e a d  a l l  t h e s e  r e p o r t s  i n  t h e  
paper ,  and t h a t ' s  t h e  h o n e s t  t r u t h .  The f a c t  i s ,  it s u r p r i s e d  
me as  w e l l  as anybody t h a t  was i n  t h e  b r i g a d e  because I have 
l e a r n e d  more from t h e  papers  and newsmen, you know, t h a n  w h i l e  
I w a s  t h e r e .  

COL ARMSTRONG: W e  a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  i d e a  because w e  unders tand  
how t h i s  can come o u t  of  t h e  c l e a r  b l u e  sky .  I f  you remember 
anyth ing  w e  would a p p r e c i a t e  your  g e t t i n g  i n  c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h i s  
group. I ' m  d i r e c t i n g  you and reminding you o f  t h e s e  i n s t r u c -  
t i o n s ,  t h a t  you are n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  t h i s  o r  any th ing  w e  s a i d  
h e r e  today w i t h  anyone, p a r t i c u l a r l y  any o t h e r  personne l  t h a t  
might be  c a l l e d  a s  w i t n e s s e s .  This  however does n o t  h o l d  f o r  
o f f i c i a l  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  b o d i e s ,  CID people ,  government congres-  
s i o n a l  subcommittees,  t h i s  s o r t  of t h i n g .  Of c o u r s e ,  you can 
r e p e a t  any tes t imony t o  them, b u t  t o  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  no. Do you 
unders tand them? 

A. Very w e l l ,  s ir .  

COL ARMSTRONG: Thank you very much. W e '  11 r e c e s s  a t  t h i s  
t i m e .  

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  1805 hour s ,  5 February 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 
\ 

WITNESS : SCHLEICHER, Richard G.  MAJ 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 21  January  1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: A s s i s t a n t  S2,  l l t h  
Brigade.  

1. BACKGROUND INFORMATION. 

The w i t n e s s  jo ined  t h e  l l t h  Brigade on 7 October 
1967 and l e f t  on 2 December 1968 (pgs .  1 2 ,  1 3 ) .  On 
1 6  March 1968 h e  w a s  t h e  S2 a i r ,  working under Colonel  
Richard BLACKLEDGE (pg.  2)  ., H i s  primary concern w a s  w i t h  
reconna issance ,  photography,  i n f r a r e d ,  and SLAP. (pg. 4 )  . He 
would normal ly  g e t  t h e  i n f r a r e d  and SLAR s u p p o r t  through 
t h e  G2 a i r  a t  t h e  America1 Div i s ion  (pg.  4 ) .  The i n f r a r e d  
would have t o  be  s p e c i f i c a l l y  r e q u e s t e d ,  b u t  t h e  SLAR 
was flown on a r o u t i n e  b a s i s  (pg. 4 ) .  The SLAR was used 
mostly i n  t h e  mountain a r e a s  b u t  he d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  any 
s p e c i f i c  r ead ings  from t h e  Son My area (pg. 5 ) .  He 
desc r ibed  t h e  s e t u p  o f  t h e  b r i g a d e  S2 o f f i c e s  a s  be ing  
a t e n t  w i t h  a wooden frame i n  which h e  worked a c r o s s  t h e  
a i s l e  from Colonel  BLACKLEDGE (pg. 13)  . B here was a s a f e  
i n  t h e  t e n t  and Colonel  BLACKLEDGE used p a r t  o f  t h i s  s a f e  
(pg. 13 ) . I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  BLACKLEDGE and h imse l f  ,.-Sergeant 

GERBERDING, Capta in  HOLBROOK, S p e c i a l i s t  MCKNAT, and ano the r  
s p e c i a l i s t  had a c c e s s  t o  t h e  s a f e  (pg.  1 4 )  . There were 
also wooden c a b i n e t s  f o r  u n c l a s s i f i e d  documents and a map 
c a b i n e t  (pg.  1 6 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  having a me ta l  f i l e  
c a b i n e t  (pg. 1 7 ) .  H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  was a j o i n t  S2 and 
S 3  j o u r n a l  k e p t  i n  t h e  TOC from which d a i l y  summaries were 
prepared  (pg. 20) . He s t a t e d  he  was f r e q u e n t l y  t h e  n i g h t  
duty  o f f i c e r  i n  t h e  TOC and he  would b r i e f  t h e  c o l o n e l  
on a c t i v i t i e s  t h a t  occur red  du r ing  t h e  n i g h t  when t h e  c o l o n e l  
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came i n  i n  t h e  morning (pg. 2 1 ) .  This  was i n  t h e  form of 
an in formal  b r i e f i n g  a t  which ano the r  o f f i c e r  i n  charge o f  
t h e  Dud -Pho p e r i m e t e r  would g i v e  a  sma l l  l e c t u r e  (pg. 2 1 )  . 
The main formal  b r i e f i n g  f o r  t h e  b r igade  w a s  h e l d  a t  1730 
each day (pg. 21) . 
2. HIS KNOWLEDGE OF INCIDENTS RELATIVE: TO MY LA1 ( 4 ) .  

a .  I n t e l l i g e n c e  r e p o r t s  bea r ing  on t h e  Son My a r e a .  

The w i t n e s s  w a s  n o t  p o s i t i v e  o f  s p e c i f i c  
i n t e l l i g e n c e  concerning t h e  a r e a  b u t  he f e l t  t h e  48th  
Local  Force B a t t a l i o n  was o p e r a t i n g  i n  t h a t  a r e a  a t  t h e  
t ime (pg. 3 ) .  He d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  any r e p o r t s  i n d i c a t i n g  
movement o f  122 m i l l i m e t e r  r o c k e t s  i n t o  t h e  Quang ~ g a i  
a r e a  nor  d i d  he r e c a l l  an augmentation o f  t h e  48th 
B a t t a l i o n  by an NVA packe t  (pgs .  3 ,  4 ) .  He d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  
a r e p o r t  t h a t  t h e  women i n  t h e  v i l l a g e s  would normally 
go t o  market  e a r l y  i n  t h e  morning each day (pg. 7 )  , and 
he s t a t e d  t h a t  he would be s u r p r i s e d  t o  h e a r  such a r e p o r t  
(pg.  9 ) .  I f  such a s t a t emen t  were made by Capta in  XOTOUC 

wh i l e  b r i e f i n g  Task Force Barker ,  t h e  w i tnes s  f e l t  t h a t  
t h e  in format ion  was p o s s i b l y  r e c e i v e d  from ano the r  
i n t e l l i g e n c e  o f f i c e  (pg. 9 ) .  The wi tnes s  s t a t e d  t h a t  a 
b a t t a l i o n  commander could  c o n t a c t  d i s t r i c t  a d v i s o r s  him-
s e l f ,  and i n  t h e  c a s e  o f  Task Force Barker  they  could  go 
t o  Quang Ngai C i t y  (pg.  1 0 )  . The w i t n e s s  would n o t  g e t  
involved  i n  t h i s  a s i d e  from hea r ing  from t h e  d i s t r i c t  
(pg. 11) 

b. H i s  knowledge o f  a c t i v i t i e s  a f t e r  t h e  o p e r a t i o n .  

The w i t n e s s  normally a t t ended  t h e  b r i e f i n g  a t  
Duc Pho b u t  d i d  n o t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  r e c a l l  a t t e n d i n g  on 
1 6  March (pgs.  11, 12)  . He d i d  remember a r e p o r t  of 
128 VC k i l l e d  and t h r e e  weapons cap tu red  a s  be ing  t h e  
h i g h e s t  count  t h a t  they had,  -and r e c a l l e d  t h a t  t h e r e  
were d i s c u s s i o n s  about  t h e  number o f  people  k i l l e d  by 
a r t i l l e r y  (pg. 1 2 ) .  He d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  s p e c i f i c a l l y  who 
s a i d  t h i s  b u t  f e l t  t h a t  t h e r e  was t a l k  i n  t h e  b r i g a d e  
headqua r t e r s  i n d i c a t i n g  some noncombatants had been 
k i l l e d  (pg.  1 5 ) .  These d i s c u s s i o n s  could  have been w i t h  
Sergeant  GERBERDING and p o s s i b l y  r e f e r r e d  t o  1 6  March 
(pgs .  15 ,  1 6 ) .  He d i d  n o t  d i s c u s s  t h i s  wi th  Major BLACKLEDGE 
o r  anyone e l s e  (pg. 16 )  . These f i g u r e s  would have been 
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passed  t o  Colonel  HENDERSON a t  t h e  evening b r i e f i n g  
(pg. 2 1 ) .  Although t h e  w i tnes s  had n o t  seen E x h i b i t  R - 1  
b e f o r e  h e  thought  t h a t  he had seen  a cap tu red  VC document 
which mentioned t h e  v i l l a g e  o f  Son My and t h e  k i l l i n g  
o f  a h i g h  number of people  (pg. 1 7 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  r e a d ,  
Vietnamese and d i d  n o t  know what t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  document 
s a i d  (pgs .  17 ,  1 8 ) .  Documents such a s  t h i s  were forwarded 
t o  d i v i s i o n  and then  t o  Saigon (pg.  1 8 ) .  Normally they  
would r e c e i v e  Engl i sh  cop ie s  of i n t e l l i g e n c e  from Son Tinh 
~ i s t r i c tgnd he  s t a t e d  t h a t  he normally c o n t a c t e d  a 
Captain  WERK (pg.  1 8 ) .  He recognized t h e  name GAVIN and 
c o l o n e l  G U I N N  b u t  d i d  n o t  know i f  he had con tac t ed  them 
(pgs. 18 ,  1 9 ) .  H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  documents would be  
sc reened  by 52d M I  Detachment t o  determine whether they 
should be  t r a n s l a t e d  o r  n o t  (pg. 22) . 

c .  H i s  knowledge of  HENDERSON'S r e p o r t .  

The w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  HENDERSON us ing  t h e  
o f f i c e  s a f e  b u t  s t a t e d  t h a t  he could have done s o  (pg. 1 4 )  . 
H e  never  hea rd  of  any i n v e s t i g a t i o n  on t h e  o p e r a t i o n  
no r  d i d  he  r e c a l l  Colonel  HENDERSON conduct ing one (pg. 1 5 ) .  
The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  Colonel  HENDERSON was ve ry  
a c c u r a t e  i n  pas s ing  in format ion  t o  h i s  headqua r t e r s  
(pg. 2 6 )  . The w i t n e s s  vaguely r e c a l l e d  a f o l d e r  "Eyes 
Only" b u t  d i d  n b t  look i n  it (pg. 20) . 

d. Act ions  by the Nat iona l  P o l i c e .  

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  he had hea rd  o f  t h e  
Nat iona l  P o l i c e  f i r i n g  a t  people  who t r i e d  t o  g e t  away 
b u t  t h a t  he  never  heard  of  them execu t ing  any i n h a b i t a n t s  
i n  a v i l l a g e  (pg. 11). He d i d  n o t  h e a r  o f  them us ing  any 
unusual  t echniques  on t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  of  t h e  Son My a r e a  
o r  t h e  n o r t h e r n  A0 (pg. 11). 
3 .  OTHER INFORMATION. 

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  one o f  t h e  f e w ' t i m e s  he  was 
a t  LZ D o t t i e  w a s  because he was a c t i n g  a s  t h e  t r i a l  counse l  
i n  t h e  c o u r t - m a r t i a l  of  a man who r e f u s e d  t o  l e a v e  t h e  LZ 
(pg. 7 ) .  He went t o  speak w i t h  two s e r g e a n t s  who were 

w i tnes ses  i n  t h e  ca se  and he thought  one o f  them was Se rgean t  
MITCHELL (pg. 6 ) .  The wi tnes s  d i d  n o t  remember t h e  name o f  
t h e  accused nor  t h e  d a t e  t h e  t r i a l  was h e l d ,  b u t  he f e l t  t h e  
t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  was i n  C / 1 / 2 0  (pg.  6 )  . 
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EXI-IIBITS 

E X H I B I T  
NUFIBER D E S C R I P T I O N  NOTES PAGES 

I iW i t  s t a t ed  t h a t  
M-46 I 11th B d e  J o u r n a l  . I t h e  repor t  of 6 9  

I K I A  by a r t i l l e r y  
w o u l d -  c o m e  f r o m  
Task Force B a r k e r .  

HENDERSON ' s R e p o r t  W i t  had n o t  seen 

R- 1 2 4  A p r i l  1 9 6 8  before. 


.. 
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(The hear ing  reconvened a t  1302, 2 1  January 1970.) 

COL WILSON: The hear ing  w i 11 come t o  o rde r .  

RCDR : The fol lowing named persons a r e  p resen t :  COL WILSON, 
MR WALSH, LTC NOLL and M A J  THOMAS. 

The f i r s t  wi tness  i s  Major Richard G .  SCHLEICHER. 

(MAJ SCHLEICHER was c a l l e d  as  a  w i t n e s s ,  was 
sworn and t e s t i f i e d  as  follows :) 

Please  s t a t e  your f u l l  name, g rade ,  and S o c i a l  
Secur i ty  number. 

WIT: Richard G .  SCHLEICHER, 0 5511993, S o c i a l  Secur i ty  
number 

RCDR: S t 3 t e  your branch o f  s e r v i c e ,  o rgan iza t ion  and 
duty s t a t i o n .  

WIT : M i l i t a r y  I n t e l l i g e n c e ,  U S  MIL Group Colombia, 
Bogota, Colombia. 

COL WILSON:  Before we s t a r t ,  I would l i k e  t o  inform you of 
s e v e r a l  ma t t e r s .  

This i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was d i r e c t e d  j o i n t l y  by t h e  
Secre tary  of t h e  Army and t h e  Chief of S t a f f  of t h e  Army f o r  
t h e  purposes of determining c e r t a i n  f a c t s  and making f ind ings  
and recommendations concerning two mat t e r s  : (1) t h e  adequacy 
of p r i o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  i n t o  and subsequent reviews and re -  
p o r t s  of what i s  known as  t h e  My Lai  ( 4 )  i n c i d e n t  of 1 6  March 
1968, and 

( 2 )  t h e  p o s s i b l e  suppress ion  o r  wi thold ing  of  i n f o r -
mation by any person who had a duty t o  r e p o r t  and t o  f u r n i s h  
information concerning t h i s ,  i n  o t h e r  words, whether t h e r e  
was any coverup of what happened t h e r e  t h a t  day. 

This i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i s  n o t  be ing  conducted t o  look 
i n t o  a l l  t h e  f a c t s  and circumstances of  what happened a t  My 
Lai.  For example, we a r e  not  concerned wi th  t h e  p o s s i b l e  
i n d i v i d u a l  g u i l t  of any person f o r  something he might have 
done wrong t h a t  day. 
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We have had made a v a i l a b l e  t o  us  and have reviewed 
p r i o r  s t a t emen t s  ob ta ined  i n  o t h e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  o f  t h e  My 
L a i  i n c i d e n t .  

.Your tes t imony w i l l  be  t aken  under o a t h .  A verba-
t i m  t r a n s c r i p t  w i l l  b e  p repared .  A t a p e  r e c o r d i n g  i s  be ing  
made i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  verba t im n o t e s  be ing  t aken  by t h e  
r e p o r t e r .  

The g e n e r a l  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of  o u r  r e p o r t  w i l l  be 
c o n f i d e n t i a l ,  b u t  i t ' s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  your  t es t imony o r  p a r t s  
of  it may l a t e r  become a ma t t e r  of p u b l i c  knowledge. 

There a r e  s e v e r a l  people  i n  t h e  room who are 
a u t h o r i z e d  t o  a sk  you q u e s t i o n s .  On my r i g h t  is  M r .  WALSH. 
M r .  WALSH i s  a c i v i l i a n  a t t o r n e y  who has  vo lun tee red  h i s  
s e r v i c e s  t o  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  of  t h e  Army t o  a s s i s t  General  PEERS 
i n  h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  On my l e f t  i s  Colonel  NOLL, h e  i s  a l s o  
a member of  t h i s  board.  

Th i s  i s  i n t e r v i e w  team C. General  PEERS has  des-
i g n a t e d  t h i s  team t o  a s s i s t  him i n  i n t e rv i ewing  w i t n e s s e s .  
However, t h i s  team has  no a u t h o r i t y  i n  making f i n d i n g s  and 
recommendations t o  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  of t h e  Army. T h i s  i s  s t r i c t l y  
t h e  a u t h o r i t y  and r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of General  PEERS, t h e  inves-
t i g a t i n g  o f f i c e r .  General  PEERS may come up a t  any t i m e  o r  
o t h e r  members of t h e  board may come up a t  any t i m e  d u r i n g  
your  i n t e rv i ew.  Do you have any q u e s t i o n s ?  

WIT: No, sir. 

Q What was your  assignment on 1 6  March 1968? 

A. I was t h e  S2 a i r ,  t h e  a s s i s t a n t  S2 i n  t h e  1 1 t h  
Brigade.  

Q. S2 a i r .  Who was t h e  S2? 

A. Colonel  BLACKLEDGE, Richard BLACKLEDGE. 

Q . Do you have any knowledge of t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  
which may have r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  of 16 t h r u  1 8 ,  
19 March of 1 9 6 8 ?  
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A .  I t  w a s  a lmost  2 y e a r s  ago and t h e r e  were con t inu ing  
r e p o r t s  coming i n .  S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  I am n o t  p o s i t i v e  I was aware 
of any s p e c i f i c  i n t e l l i g e n c e  a t  t h a t  t ime .  I know from exper-  
i e n c e  t h e r e  t h a t  t h e  4 8 t h  Ba- t ta l ion  o p e r a t e d  i h  that a r e a .  
Whether w e  had anyth ing  d e f i n i t e  on t h e  48 th  I d o n ' t  know. 

Q .  Do you r e c a l l  t h e  i n c i d e n t  t h a t  we  have r e f e r e n c e  
t o ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q 0 Task Force Barker? 

A. Y e s .  

Q For  t h e  p e r i o d  w e  a r e  r e f e r r i n g ,  do you r e c a l l  a 

t h i s ?  .-

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q .  You d o n ' t  remember anyth ing  s p e c i f i c  o t h e r  t h a n  
normal i n t e l l i g e n c e  r e p o r t s  which i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  the 48th  
was o p e r a t i n g  i n  t h i s  a r e a ?  

That i s  r i g h t ,  s ir .  

Q. There was an i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  i t  was p o s s i b l e  t h a t  
t h e r e  was a movement of 122 m i l l i m e t e r  r o c k e t s  i n t o  t h e  Quang 
Ngai a r e a .  

A .  What was t h a t ?  

Q e  122 m i l l i m e t e r ,  122 r o c k e t s  i n t o  t h e  Quang Ngai 
a r e a  d u r i n g  t h i s  pe r iod .  Does t h i s  t r i g g e r  anyth ing  i n  your  
mind? 

A. No, s i r ,  I n  f a c t ,  I would be s u r p r i s e d  i f  t h a t  
would be  t h e  c a s e .  

&. There was a l s o  an i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  t h e  48th  Local  
Force B a t t a l i o n  had been augmented by an NVA packe t .  Was this 
a common procedure?  Did t h i s  happen v e r y  o f t e n ?  Does t h a t  

; t r i g g e r  anyth ing  i n  your  mind? 
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A. No, s ir .  To t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge, I know of 
no augmentation of  t h e  48th B a t t a l i o n .  In  my p o s i t i o n  as  S2 
a i r ,  I was p r imar i ly  concerned wi th  reconnaissance,  photo-
graphy, i n f r a r e d ,  SLAR. I t  may have been p a r t  of  an i n t e l l i -
gence r e p o r t  which t h e  S2  was f a m i l i a r  wi th .  However, I do 
n o t  r e c a l l  myself .  

Q 
t h e  

Did you s e e  t h e  
he adquar ters  ' from MACV, 

var ious  r e p o r t s  t h a t  
and F i e l d  Force? 

came i n t o  

A .  Not a l l  of t h e  r e p o r t s .  , I  saw a s  many a s  I had 
t ime f o r ,  y e s ,  s i r .  

Q - I n  your c o l l e c t i o n  e f f o r t s  i n  the  f i e l d  of a e r i a l  
reconnaissance,  d id  you have any i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  t h e r e  was a 
build-up i n  the  Son My Vi l lage  a r e a  during t h i s  pe r iod  of 
February o r  e a r l y  March, 1968? 

A. I do n o t  r e c a l l  a build-up i n  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  
t ime frame. However, t h e  f a c t  t h a t  they d id  go i n t o  t h a t  
v i l l a g e  would i n d i c a t e  t o  m e  t h e r e  was some r e p o r t  a v a i l a b l e  
which i n d i c a t e d  t h e  48th B a t t a l i o n  may be t h e r e .  I t  i s  my 
r e c o l l e c t i o n  they  d i d  have con tac t  wi th  t h e  48th B a t t a l i o n  
c l o s e r  t o  Tet and t h e r e  was cons iderable  ac t ion .  I n  f a c t ,  
one of our u n i t s  was i n  r e a l  danger and they pu l l ed  them ou t .  
I b e l i e v e  t h i s  was a follow up a c t i o n  t o  t h a t ,  t h a t  they  
wanted t o  g e t  -that 48th B a t t a l i o n .  The i n d i c a t i o n s  were 
t h a t  they were i n  t h a t  v i l l a g e  o r  nearby. 

Q How would you normally g e t  .your i n f r a r e d  and . 

SLAR suppor t?  Did you reques t  t h i s ?  

A .  Yes. I would reques t  it through .',he G 2  a i r  a t  
t h e  America1 Divis ion.  

-. 

Q Did it  take  any p a r t i c u l a r  opera t ion  program t o  
g e t  t h i s  suppor t  o r  was i t  something t h a t  was done on a rou-
t i n e  b a s i s ?  

A. The SLAR was flown if a i r c r a f t  were a v a i l a b l e  
j u s t  about every n i g h t  without  any reques t .  The i n f r a r e d ,  
you would have t o  s p e c i f i c a l l y  r eques t  a reas  you want t o  
cover.  
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Q. Did t h e  r e s u l t s  produced by t h i s  c o l l e c t i o n  i n d i -
c a t e  anything,  any build-up? 

A. I n  t h e  case  of  Son My i n f r a r e d  would n o t  be t h a t  
valuable .  There a r e  people i n  t h a t  a r e a  a l l  o f  t h e  t ime wi th  
camp f i r e s  and t h i s  type of t h i n g .  So t h e r e  would normally be 
camp f i r e s  showing up on t h a t  i n f r a r e d .  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  t h e r e  
was any r e s u l t  from t h e  i n f r a r e d  which would have t r i g g e r e d  
t h i s  opera t ion .  

Q How about SLAR? 

A.  SLAR a l s o .  SLAR was used mostly i n  t h e  mountain 
a rea ,  

Q 0 You d i d n ' t  use i t  along t h e  coas t?  

A.  It w a s  flown along t h e  c o a s t  o u t  i n t o  the  a r e a ,  
bu t  t h e r e  were no s i g n i f i c a n t  readings  i n  t h e  Son My area .  
I d o n ' t  know how f a m i l i a r  you a r e  wi th  SLAR, but  you have t o  
have cons iderable  movement and a f a i r l y  good speed t o  pick-
up anything, anyway. A few t roops  would n o t  show up on a 
s l i d e .  

Q. How f a r  ahead d id  you know t h i s  opera t ion  was 
going t o  be conducted? 

A. I ' m  n o t  p o s i t i v e ,  s ir .  I t  would probably be a t  
l e a s t  1 day, poss ib ly  2 days t h a t  we would have heard  about 
i t .  

Q Did you go back t o  LZ D o t t i e  dur ing ,  a f t e r ,  o r  
be fo re  this opera t ion?  

A. I was a t  D o t t i e ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  the exact  d a t e .  

Q. What was t h e  purpose of being t h e r e ?  

A. Well, I was t h e r e  on s e v e r a l  i n s t a n c e s .  

Q. I mean during t h i s  t ime frame. 

A. One time I was t h e r e ,  I was a p a r t  of a court-
m a r t i a l  and I went t o  in te rv iew two se rgean t s  who were 
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manning t h e  br idges  on Highway 1 i n  t h i s  cour t -mar t ia l  case.  I 
went t o  Dot t i e  and I went sou th ,  t o  t h e  south  b r i d g e ,  and t a lked  
t o  a se rgean t  t h e r e ,  and I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  h i s  name, and then I 
went t o  t h e  nor th  b r idge  and met another  s e r g e a n t .  I b e l i e v e  
it was MITCHELL, b u t  I ' m  n o t  p o s i t i v e .  They were both  Negro. 
Then I re turned  t o  Dot t i e .  On another  occasion I came i n ,  I 
b e l i e v e ,  wi th  Colonel HENDERSON, when he would go o u t  d a i l y  t o  
t h e  f i r e  bases  and I happened t o  be with him. I stopped and 
t a lked  t o  t h e  people a t  t h e  TOC a t  LZ Dot t i e .  

Q What was t h e  charge i n  the  cour t -mar t ia l  case? 

A. We had many cour t -mar t ia l '  cases  and i n  t h i s  case ,  
I am p r e t t y  su re  t h i s  i n d i v i d u a l  re fused  t o  g e t  o f f  of  t h e  LZ 
and go i n t o  combat. 

Q- There was n o t  a c r imina l  case then ,  was i t ?  

A. No, sir.  

&. What makes you t h i n k  t h i s  was MITCHELL? 

A. Well, t h a t  is t h e  name t h a t  I r e c a l l .  

Q Was t h i s  C/1/20 t h a t  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  was i n ,  t h a t  
he refused  t o  leave  t h e  LZ? 

A. I sii q u i t e  s u r e  it  was the  1 / 2 0  and i t  must have 
been C Company. 

Q Do you remember when t h i s  was? 

A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  d a t e .  

(1 Do you remember who t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  w a s  who was 
being charged and who you were i n v e s t i g a t i n g ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know r i g h t  now. The main reason i s  t h a t  
t h e r e  were many cour t -mar t ia l s  t h a t  I became involved i n  dur ing  
my tour  t h e r e .  

Q. What was t h e  purpose of your i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  Were 
you i n v e s t i g a t i n g  as  a defense o r  t r i a l  counsel o r  conducting 
a  prel iminary i n v e s t i g a t i o n  f o r  a commander? 
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A. I was on t h e  prosecut ion ,  

Q You were a member of the  t r i a l  counsel? 

A .  Y e s .  

Q e  Were you t h e  t r i a l  counsel? 

A. I was the  t r i a l  counsel .  

Q. Did it come t o  t r i a l ?  

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q Did you know t h e  reason why t h i s  man refused  t o  
g e t  o f f  of t h e  LZ? 

.-

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  s p e c i f i c a l l y .  A 1 1  t h i s  t r i a l  i s  
p a r t  of record  and I am s u r e  you can g e t  t h e  r ecord ,  t h e  e n t i r e  
record of t h e  ease .  

Q. You d o n ' t  remember i t  though? 

A. No. 

9 The reason f o r  h i s  n o t  wanting t o  l eave  t h e  LZ? 

. - A. I d o n ' t  s i r .  

Q a Do you remember a  r e p o r t  o r  any s o r t  of an in -
t e l l i g e n c e  document o r  s ta tement  by any i n t e l l i g e n c e  personnel 
i n  t h a t  a r e a  o r  i n  Task Force Barker o r  t h e  11 th  Brigade t h a t  
i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e  women i n  these  v i l l a g e s ,  i n  t h e  M y  ~ a i( 4 )  
o r  Son My a r e a  would normally go t o  market t o  do t h e i r  pur-
chasing i n  t h e  e a r l y  morning of  each day? 

A. No, s ir .  

Q. You d o n ' t  remember anything l i k e  t h a t ?  

A. No, s i r .  

Q e Did you know Captain KOTOUC? 
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A. Yes, s i r ,  t h a t  name r i n g s  a b e l l .  

&. . Do you r e c a l l  what h i s  job was? 

A .  . No, sir.  

Q Were you exposed t o  any of the  b r i e f i n g s  concer-
ning t h i s  opera t ion?  

A. I was exposed on j u s t  about a d a i l y  b a s i s  t o  the 
n i g h t l y  b r i e f i n g ,  t h e  1730 b r i e f i n g  t h a t  we had. I f e e l  
f a i r l y  s u r e  t h a t  I probably heard t h a t  b r i e f i n g .  I c a n ' t  
be p o s i t i v e l y  s u r e  t h a t  I was t h e r e ,  b u t  normally I was 
t h e r e .  

Q- The b r i e f i n g  before  t h e  opera t ion?  

A. It  was everyday. We had the b r i e f i n g  r i g h t  next  
door t o  where I worked and whenever p o s s i b l e  I t r i e d  t o  a t t e n d  
it. I d o n ' t  remember t h e  s p e c i f i c  b r i e f i n g ,  b u t  they  b r i e f e d  
every day on every opera t ion .  

& Did you s e e  much of Colonel HENDERSON? 

A. Yes, 

Q Do you remember t h e  day he took command of t h e  
br igade?  

A. Yes. 

Q Do you remember t h e  day t h a t  he picked up two o r  
t h r e e  suspec t s  i n  t h i s  h e l i c o p t e r ?  

A. No, s i r ,  T d o n ' t  remember. 

9.  Did you e v e r  hea r  General LIPSCOMB complain about 
t h e  companies of Task Force Barker no t  c los ing  with t h e  enemy? 

No, s i r .  

Q When Colonel HENDERSON was t h e  execut ive  o f f i c e r ,  
d i d  he have a chance t o  g e t  out  and observe opera t ions  very 
much? 
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A. I b e l i e v e  s o ,  s i r .  I know when he  was t h e  conunander 
he was o u t  a lmost  eve ry  day. 

Q *  I mean when he was t h e  XO. 

A. When he was t h e  XO? 

Q Was he t i e d  down w i t h  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o r  was he  
o u t ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  he was o u t  w i t h  General  LIPSCOMB. 

Q What i f  you hea rd  t h e  s t a t e m e n t  t h a t  i t  was r ea s -
onably c e r t a i n  t h a t  people  of a g iven  a r e a  o u t  t h e r e  i n  the 
Son My V i l l a g e ,  t h e  women, would be o u t  of  the v i l l a g e s  a t  
0730  i n  t h e  morning, would you pay a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h a t ?  

A. N o ,  s i r ,  I would be r e a l  s u r p r i s e d  t o  h e a r  it. 

Q- You as  an i n t e l l i g e n c e  o f f i c e r  would be  s u r p r i s e d  
t o  h e a r  i t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q Capta in  KOTOUC s a i d  this i s  what he b r i e f e d  Task 
Force Barker .  I wonder where he g o t  i t ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know, s i r .  Not from me. There are o t h e r  
sou rces  b e s i d e s  o u r  i n t e l l i g e n c e  o f f i c e .  

Q a Did you e v e r  have any c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e  d i s t r i c t  
i n t e l l i g e n c e  people?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q. Do you know i f  it was normal p rocedure  f o r  the 
d i s t r i c t  t o  p rov ide  d i s t r i c t  p o l i c e  f o r  combat o p e r a t i o n s ,  
working wi th  t h e  U S  f o r c e s ?  Did you e v e r  g e t  i nvo lved  w i t h  
t h i s ?  

A. . I know i t  was done, yes ,  s ir .  Not i n  every  c a s e  
b u t  they  w e r e  a v a i l a b l e  and used on a number of  o p e r a t i o n s .  

Q a Who u s u a l l y  coo rd ina t ed  t h e s e  t h i n g s ?  
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A. Q u i t e  f r e q u e n t l y  t h e  b a t t a l i o n .  For  i n s t a n c e ,  i n  
the Duc Pho a r e a ,  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  t h e r e  would c o n t a c t  t h e  d i s -
t r i c t  adv i so r  and they  would work i t  o u t .  

4 

Q The b a t t a l i o n  commander h a s  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  t o  r e q u e s t ?  

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q U p  i n  Task Force Barker  a r e a ,  he cou ld  g o  to--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  H e  cou ld  go n o r t h ,  j u s t  o v e r  h i s  
a r e a .  I am n o t  p o s i t i v e  of  t h e  name 'of t h e  c i t y ,  b u t  he  would 
g o  t h e r e  o r  Quang Ngai C i t y  h i m s e l f .  

(Witness i n d i c a t e s  a l o c a t i o n  on E x h i b i t  MAP-4 .) 

Q I n  o t h e r  words,  t h e  company commander could  go
do  i t ?  

A. I t  would u s u a l l y  be t h e  b a t t a l i o n .  

Q - I mean t h e  b a t t a l i o n  commander. 

A. Of c o u r s e ,  i t  could depend on t h e  a r e a .  I f  it 
w a s  Son Tinh I b e l i e v e  he  would go down t o  Quang Ngai c i t y .  

& O r  the v i l l a g e  of Son Tinh. H e  cou ld  g e t  t h e  
d i s t r i c t  p o l i c e  by d i r e c t  c o n t a c t ?  

A. This i s  my unders tanding  t h e  way it worked. 

Q - You d i d n ' t  g e t  involved  i n  t h i s ?  

A. No. 

Q You d idn '  t know when they went o u t ?  

A. Gene ra l ly ,  I would h e a r  from t h e  d i s t r i c t .  

Q - FJas t h i s  i n  a fcrmal vay o r  j u s t  d i s c u s s i o n s ?  

A. We were broken down. We had a n o r t h e r n  A 0  and 
a sou thern  AO, and i f  t h e  s o u t h e r n  A 0  would a f f e c t  Duc Pho 
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I would more than l i k e l y  h e a r  about i t ,  because Duc Pho was 
j u s t  o u t s i d e  t h e  a rea .  We would g e t  involved and h e a r  about 
it. The nor thern  A 0  a r e a  we may o r  may no t  h e a r  ahout i t .  

Q id you e v e r  h e a r  of any d i s t r i c t  o r  Nat ional  
p o l i c e  o r  any organiza t ion  going out  i n t o  these  a reas  and 
shoot ing,  execut ing i n h a b i t a n t s  of t h e s e  v i l l a g e s ?  Did re-
p o r t s  of such as t h i s  come back? 

A. I heard of them shooting.  No, n o t  a s  f a r  as 
execut ing.  

Q. 	 What do you mean shoot ing?  

A. 	 I f  anybody t r i e d  t o  g e t  away they  would shoot .  

Q . I mean execut ion.  Kneel down and shoo t  them i n  
the  back of the  head? 

A. 	 No. 

Never heard of a r e p o r t  of t h i s  s o r t ?  

A. No, s i r .  


Q Did you ever  hea r  of any unusual techniques being 
a 

used by t h e  Nat ional  P o l i c e ,  the  f i e l d  p o l i c e  o r  t h e  i n t e r r o -  
g a t o r s  on i n h a b i t a n t s  of t h e  Son My a rea?  

A. Of the  i n h a b i t a n t s  of t h e  Son My a r e a ,  no, sir .  

Q O r  the  nor thern  AO? 0 

A. 	 No, s i r .  

MR WALSH: Do you remember a t t end ing  a  b r i e f i n g  on t h e  eve- 
ning of 1 6  March w i t h  r e spec t  t o  Task Force Barkerf  s opera t ions  
i n  the  Son My Vi l l age  a rea?  

A. 	 Not s p e c i f i c a l l y  , s i r .  

Q . Did you customarily a t t e n d  t h e  b r i e f i n g s  a t  Duc 
Pho? 
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A. Y e s ,  s i r .  As I s a y ,  t h e r e  were o p e r a t i o n s  eve ry  
day and I cannot  s p e c i f i c a l l y  remember t h a t  b r i e f i n g .  

Q Do you remember anyth ing  about t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  
conducted on t h e  16tI-1, 1 7 t h ,  1 8 t h  by Task Force  Barker  i n  the 
Son My V i l l a g e  a r e a ?  

A. A s  f a r  as  t echnique  of go ing  i n  o r  t h i s  a g a i n ,  
no ,  s i r .  The o p e r a t i o n  does n o t  s t a n d  o u t  anymore than  any 
o t h e r  o p e r a t i o n ,  remembering any b r i e f i n g  o r  any th ing  l i k e  
t h i s .  

Q. ED you r e c a l l  t h a t  t h e  u n i t  r e p o r t e d  128 VC k i l l e d  
and 3 weapons cap tu red?  

A. I remember t h e  f i g u r e  was h igh  up u n t i l  t h a t  t i m e .  
I th ink  t h a t  was t he  h i g h e s t  count  w e  had any one day. T h e  
e x a c t  f i g u r e  I have seen  i n  t h e  p r e s s  b u t  I d o n ' t  remember 
what I remembered. 

Q Do you remember i f  t h e r e  was any d i s c u s s i o n  around 
t h e  headqua r t e r s  about t h e s e  numbers? The d i s c r e p a n c i e s  be-
tween 128 dead VC and 3 weapons? 

A. Well ,  I do remember h e a r i n g  t h a t  t h e r e  had been 
q u i t e  a few k i l l s  by a r t i l l e r y  t h a t  morning when they  prepped 
t h e  LZ. I b e l i e v e  t h e r e  were some comments about  t h e  few 
weapons when compared wi th  t h e  number o f  people  k i l l e d .  

Q Do you remember who made t h o s e  comments? 

A. I can ' t be p o s i t i v e  . Sergean t  GERBERDING, 
o u r  S2  s e r g e a n t ,  one t h a t  k e p t  a l l  of  t h e  d a i l y  i n t e l l i -
gence summaries t h e  whole t ime I was t h e r e .  

Q I3D you know where he  i s  l o c a t e d  now? 

A. - The l a s t  t h a t  I knew he  had o r d e r s  f o r  F o r t  Po lk ,  
b u t  I l e f t  b e f o r e  he  d i d .  

Q = What d a t e  d i d  you l e a v e  t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade? 

A. I l e f t  2 December 1968. 
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Q. What d a t e  d id  you j o i n  t h e  11 th  Brigade? 

A. I joined the  1 1 t h  Brigade on 7 October 1967. 

Q *  Did you work i n  t h e  S2 o f f i c e  a t  br igade  headquar ters?  

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q *  Was t h i s  a s e p a r a t e  o f f i c e  from t h e  S 3 ?  

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q Did you have a s e p a r a t e  o f f i c e  o r  d i d  you work 
t o g e t h e r  with BLACKLEDGE i n  a s i n g l e  room? 

A. I t  was one t e n t  wi th  a  wooden frame. I worked 
r i g h t  across  t h e  a i s l e  from where he worked. 

Q* Did you have a s a f e ?  

A. Y e s ,  I d id .  

Q I n  your o f f i c e ?  

A. Yes. 

Q. Did you have a f i l e  cab ine t?  How were papers  
r e l a t e d  t o  S2 work kep t?  

A.  Well, j u s t  about everyth ing  w e  had was c l a s s i f i e d  
and we had one b i g ,  four-drawer s a f e ;  o r  d i d  we have two? I 
had my own l i t t l e  f i e l d  s a f e .  

Q- Did Colonel BLACKLEDGE have h i s  own smal l  s a f e ?  

A. No, he used p a r t  of t h e  b i g  s a f e .  

Q What would the  e n t r y  "Secur i ty  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  
system f i l e , "  on a f i l e  f o l d e r  mean t o  you? 

A. Could you r e p e a t  t h a t  again? 

Q. The words a r e  "Secur i ty  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  system 
f i l e . "  
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A. I t h i n k  t h a t  was t h e  broad category used t o  s t o r e  
documents. I d o n ' t  know s p e c i f i c a l l y  what documents would be 
i n  the  AG f i l e  system. Thei r  c a t e g o r i e s  a r e  p r e t t y  broad. 

Q Did anyone have access  t o  t h e  s a f e  i n  t h e  S2 
o f f  i c e  o t h e r  than  yourse l f  and Colonel BLACKLEDGE? 

A. Sergeant  GERBERDING. A Captain HOLBROOK was a l s o  
t h e r e  and he was t h e r e  as a s s i s t a n t  S2 when I joined and he 
s t ayed  with us a  cons iderable  amount of t ime. 

Q o Did anyone e l s e  have access  t o  t h a t  s a f e ?  

A .  We had s e v e r a l  o t h e r  people working i n  t h e  o f f i c e .  
S p e c i a l i s t  MCKNAT, and t h e r e  was another  s p e c i a l i s t ,  b u t  gen-
e r a l l y  Sergeant  GERBERDING, myself and Colonel BLACKLEDGE had 
access t o  the  s a f e .  

Q D o  you r e c a l l  i f  Colonel HENDERSON e v e r  used your
s a f e  f o r  any purposes? 

A .  For h i s  own use ,  f o r  h i s  own documents? I d o n ' t  
r e c a l l  him using it  f o r  h i s  own documents. 

Q. Do you ever  r e c a l l  him coming i n  and p u t t i n g  some-
t h i n g  i n  your s a f e  o r  g i v i n g  something t o  you o r  t o  Major 
BLACKLEDGE t o  keep i n  t h e  s a f e  f o r  him? 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  him doing t h a t ,  b u t  I a m  s u r e  he 
could have very e a s i l y .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  s ee ing  documents i n  t h e  s a f e  marked 
i n  some way f o r  Colonel HENDERSON? 

A. No, I d o n ' t .  

Q. Do you e v e r  r e c a l l  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  being conducted 
o f  any aspect  of the  opera t ions  of Task Force Barker? 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any i n v e s t i g a t i o n  on t h a t  ope ra t ion .  

Q. Do you e v e r  r e c a l l  any opera t ion  being conducted 
wi th  r e spec t  t o  any u n i t  w i t h i n  Task Force Barker a t  anytime? 
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A. I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  s o .  

Q- Do you r e c a l l  Colonel HENDERSON conducting any
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  during t h e  pe r iod  t h a t  you served  under him? 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  be ing  conducted by 
him, although t h a t  wouldn't  mean t h a t  he d i d n ' t .  

Q. I understand t h a t .  I am asking you f o r  your re-
c o l l e c t i o n .  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  ever  hea r ing  of  any i n v e s t i g a t i o n
being conducted with r e s p e c t '  t o  Task Force Barker ,  by anybody? 

A. No, sir .  

Q = Do you ever  hea r  any rumors o r  d i scuss ion  of pos-
s i b l y  a number of noncombatants be ing  k i l l e d  o r  i n j u r e d  i n  
connection wi th  Task Force Barker opera t ions?  

A. Only t h a t  a r t i l l e r y  had, k i l l e d  some people p r i o r  
t o  them a r r i v i n g  i n  t h e  LZ. 

Q . What d i d  you h e a r  about t h a t ?  

A. That t h e r e  was an LZ prep p r i o r  t o  going i n  and 
t h a t  a number of noncombatants were k i l l e d  a t  t h a t  time. How 
many, I d o n ' t  know. 

Q. Who t o l d  y o u , - t h a t  a number of  noncombatants had 
been k i l l e d  by a r t i l l e r y  prep? 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  who i t  was s p e c i f i c a l l y .  I t  was 
j u s t  t a l k  i n  t h e  br igade  headquar ters  a r e a  t h a t  t h e r e  had been 
some noncombatants k i l l e d .  I mentioned Sergeant  GERBZRDING; 
s e v e r a l  o t h e r  times during my t o u r  t h e r e  something came up 
when we were t a l k i n g  about k i l l  f i g u r e s  t h a t  some were non-
combatants i n  the  k i l l  f i g u r e .  

9 Do I understand you t h a t  s e v e r a l  t imes during your 
t o u r  t h e r e a f t e r  t h a t  Sergeant  GERBERDING when you were d i scuss ing  
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k i l l  f i g u r e s ,  would r e f e r  back t o  t h e  March 16 opera t ion?  

A ., I th ink  he was t a l k i n g  about t h a t  one,  because 
of t h e  l a r g e  number of people k i l l e d  t h a t  day. 

Q Well,  we have evidence t h a t  a s u b s t a n t i a l  number 
o f  people were k i l l e d ,  o r  t h a t  it was repor ted  t h a t  a sub-
s t a n t i a l  number of people were k i l l e d  by an a r t i l l e r y  prep ,  
b u t  they were r epor ted  as VC. What I would l i k e  t o  g e t  from 
you i s ,  i f  you can r e c a l l ,  whether t h e r e  was any d i scuss ions  
of  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  t h e  number of people k i l l e d  by t h e  
a r t i l l e r y  prep repor ted  as VC were n o t  a l l  VC, t h a t  some were 
noncombatants, i nc lud ing  women and ch i ld ren .  I f  you can re-
c a l l  anything about d i scuss ing  t h a t  aspect  of  t h e  people 
k i l l e d  by a r t i l l e r y ,  it would be very h e l p f u l  t o  us .  

A. I wish I could,  b u t  o t h e r  than what I j u s t  s a i d ,  
I d o n ' t  know anything about t h a t  s p e c i f i c  p o i n t .  

& Do you ever  r e c a l l  d i scuss ing  t h e  ques t ion  of non-
combatants k i l l e d  by a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  with Major BLACKLEDGE? 

A. No, s i r .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  d i scuss ing  it  w i t h  anyone o t h e r  than  
Sergeant  GERBERDING? 

A. No. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  when you l e f t  t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade 
whether they had f i l e  cab ine t s  i n  the  S2 o f f i c e ,  o r  a t  the  
time you l e f t  d i d  they s t i l l  only have t h e  s a f e ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  we had b u i l t  some wooden cab ine t s  t h a t  
we were using. 

Q More than  one? 

A. Are you t a l k i n g  about u n c l a s s i f i e d  documents? W e  
had some u n c l a s s i f i e d  regs  and we had a map c a b i n e t .  But a l l  
o u r  c l a s s i f i e d  was s t o r e d  i n  e i t h e r  t h e  s a f e  o r  i n  my small  
s a f e .  
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Q 8 But f o r  u n c l a s s i f i e d  m a t e r i a l  you had f i l e  cab ine t  
o r  f i l e  cab ine t s?  

A. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  having a  meta l  f i l e  c a b i n e t .  

Q Have you any r e c o l l e c t i o n  a t  a l l  of  hear ing  about 
o r  see ing  a r e p o r t  of i n v e s t i g a t i o n  da ted  on o r  about 24  Apr i l  
1 9 6  8, prepared by Colonel HENDERSON? 

A. No, I never saw it. 

Q 0 Major, I show you a copy of a document t h a t  has  
been en te red  i n t o  the  record of t h i s  hea r ing  a s  Exh ib i t  R-1. 
It  i s  a two-page r e p o r t  of i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  da ted  2 4  Apr i l  1968, 
with two attachments.  It i s  addressed t o  t h e  Commanding Gen-
e r a l ,  America1 Division and s igned by R.G.  HENDERSON and I ask 
you i f  you have ever  seen t h a t  document be fo re?  

A. No, s i r .  I have never seen  t h i s  be fo re .  

Q e  Have you ever  seen  e i t h e r  of  t h e  attachments t o  
t h a t  document, t h a t  i s  t h e  s ta tement  dated 2 4  A p r i l  and t h e  
t r a n s l a t i o n  of some VC propaganda, a two-page document? 

A. When I was S 2  l a t e r  on, I b e l i e v e .  I d o n ' t  know 
i f  t h i s  i s  e x a c t l y  t h e  same t h i n g .  There was a Vietnamese 
document about t h e  v i l l a g e  of Son My and t h e  k i l l i n g  of some 
people.  I r e c a l l  s ee ing  a high f i g u r e  on Son My. This came 
i n  a s  a captured document. 

Q. From whom d i d  you r e c e i v e  t h a t  captured document? 

A. I d o n ' t  know, sir .  It would have been one of t h e  
u n i t s  t h a t  picked t h e  document up i n  t h e  f i e l d .  

Q You would have seen  t h e  t r a n s l a t i o n s ?  

A. Not n e c e s s a r i l y ,  sir. We would g e t  mail  bags 
f u l l  o f  documents. 

Q. I thought you s a i d  t h a t  you d i d  n o t  r ead  Viet-
namese. 
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Q How d i d  you recognize t h e  r e fe rence  t o  a document 
i f  you had no t  seen  a t r a n s l a t i o n ?  

A. . I saw the  a c t u a l  document. I t  was a f i g u r e ,  a 
number and the  v i l l a g e  of Son My was mentioned, b u t  a s  f a r  
a s  what t h e  r e s t  of the  contents  was, I d o n ' t  know. 

Q Did you t a k e  t h a t  document t h a t  you saw and have 
someone who could read Vietna.mese read i t  t o  you? 

A. No, s i r .  lire would g e t  mai l  bags f u l l  of docu-
ments t h a t  I would n o t  s e e .  I would s e e  t h e  ones t h a t  were 
important .  They were fonlrarded t o  d i v i s i o n  and from d i v i s i o n  
t o  Saigon. Each way they were screened by people and t h e  
important  meat of t h e  documents were s e n t  up t o  us .  

a Was your o f f i c e  supp l i ed  with copies  of r e p o r t s
about i tems of i n t e l l i g e n c e  developed by t h e  advisors  of  Son 
Tinh o r  a t  the  province headquar ters  i n  Quang Ngai? 

A. Your ques t ion  i s ,  d i d  w e  g e t  developed i n t e l l i -
gence from the d i s t r i c t  people? 

That i s  r i g h t .  

A. We would g e t  it. Yes, we would g e t  t h e  English 
copies  of i n t e l l i g e n c e  from d i s t r i c t .  Whether w e  were g e t t i n g  
it e x a c t l y  t h e n ,  I d o n ' t  renember. I know as S2 l a t e r  on,  we  
developed everyth ing  t h a t  we could g e t  i n t e l l i g e n c e .  But I ' m  
n o t  s u r e  i f  we were g e t t i n g  d i s t r i c t  r e p o r t s  then  o r  no t .  

Q. Did you g e t  those r e p o r t s  d i r e c t  from t h e  d i s t r i c t  
headquarters  o r  d i d  they go through t h e  province a d v i s o r ' s  
o f f  i c e  before  they came t o  you? 

A. They go through province.  

Q Did you have any r e g u l a r  con tac t  wi th  Major GAVIN 
a t  Song Tinh Vi l l age?  

A. There was a Captain WERK t h a t  I had dea l ings  wi th .  
I remember the  name G A V I N ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  know i f  I had c o n t a c t  
wi th  him. 
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Q- How about Colonel GUINN? Did you have any c o n t a c t  
wi th  him? 

A. I remember h i s  name t o o  and I probably saw him 
i n  some meeting. Usually,  the  r e p o r t s  t h a t  we g o t  from 
province were p r e t t y  da ted  when we g o t  them and anything h o t ,  
Captain WERK would c a l l  me and c a l l  t h e  o f f i c e  and g ive  us 
t h a t  i n £ormation. 

Q. Did you know a Captain RODRIGUEZ? 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  i t ,  s ir .  

Q Can you g i v e  us any exp lana t ion  why you would n o t  
be aware o f  an i tem of i n t e l l i g e n c e  such a s  the s ta tement  
da ted  1 4  Apr i l  1968 and a r e p o r t  of  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  w i t h  r e s p e c t  
t o  t h a t  s t a t ement ,  prepared s h o r t l y  t h e r e a f t e r  by Colonel 
HENDERSON? 

A .  Why I d o n ' t  know about i t ?  I r e a l l y  d o n ' t  know. 

Q I s n ' t  t h i s  t h e  s o r t  of t h i n g  t h a t  would come t o  
Colonel HENDERSON through . the S 2  o f f i c e  o r ,  i f  it came d i r e c t l y  
t o  Colonel HENDERSON, t h a t  t h e  S 2  o f f i c e  would be advised o f ?  

A .  Probably s o ,  and Colonel BLACKLEDGE probably saw 
t h i s ,  I d o n ' t  know. My job a s  S2 a i r  was an a r e a  tha t - -a t  
l e a s t  I was t r y i n g  t o  put  my primary e f f o r t  i n t o  t h e  S2  a i r  
and provid ing  t h e  reconnaissance suppor t  f o r  t h e  S2 of f  i c e s  
and t h e r e  were probably i n s t a n c e s  where I d i d n ' t  s e e  every 
document coming i n  t h e r e  and Colonel BLACKLEDGE j u s t  about 
saw every th ing  t h a t  passed over  h i s  desk. He had a tremen-
dous memory and r e a l l y  knew a l o t  of  d e t a i l  about t h e  whole 
opera t ion  o r  t h e  whole a rea .  He probably saw just about 
everyth ing  t h a t  came across  h i s  desk. 

Q. Did he have good working r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  Col-
one l  HENDERSON? 

A .  Yes. 

Q Do you th ink  it would be a s a f e  assumption t h a t  
anything t o  do wi th  propaganda o r  i n t e l l i g e n c e  received from 
Vietnamese would be something t h a t  Colonel BLACKLEDGE 
would be made aware of by Colonel HENDERSON? 
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A. Yes, sir.  

COL WILSON: D o  you r e c a l l  whether t h e  S2 s e c t i o n  of  t h e  11 th  
Brigade k e p t  a l o g  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  TOC l o g  journal?  

A. No, s i r .  It  was a j o i n t  S2 and S3 journa l  k e p t  
i n  the  TOC. Daily summaries were prepared from t h a t  log .  

Q - From t h a t  log?  

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q Do you have much c o n t a c t  wi th  t h e  SS? 

A. Yes, s i r .  I can'  t r e c a l l  h i s  name, b u t  w e  d id  
have con tac t  w i t h  him. 

One o t h e r  p o i n t ,  I r e c a l l  now t h e r e  were a couple 
of s a f e s  and my l i t t l e  s a f e .  I t h i n k  t h a t  I only  had access  
t o  the  one s a f e .  I f  I am n o t  mistaken,  t h e  o t h e r  one was used 
by Colonel BLACKLEDGE and Sergeant  GERSERDING. I j u s t  used the 
p o r t i o n  of t h e  one. 

Q Did you e v e r  s e e  anything go i n t o  the  s a f e  marked 
f o r  "Eyes only"?  

A. I th ink  t h e r e  was something wi th  "Eyes only ."  
I d o n ' t  r e c a i l  when i t  was. I j u s t  remember something i n  a 
f o l d e r  marked "Eyes only" someplace. I d i d n ' t  even bother  
with it. 

Q. What s a f e  was t h a t  you a r e  t a l k i n g  about? 

A. I d o n ' t  know. I j u s t  c a n ' t  r e c a l l  when it was. 
J u s t  "Eyes only" r i n g s  a b e l l .  

Q Did you spend much time i n  the TOC? 

A ,  I was n i g h t  duty o f f i c e r  q u i t e  f r e q u e n t l y .  

Q. Night duty o f f i c e r ?  

A. Yes. 

APP T-201 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

Q Did you have anything t o  do w i t h  p repar ing  t h e  
b r i e f i n g ?  Did br igade  have a b r i e f i n g  every morning? 

A. No, si.r, j u s t  informal .  He would come i n  and be 
b r i e f e d  by t h e  duty o f f i c e r .  

Q. Were you t h e r e  when t h e  co lone l  came i n ?  

A.  N o ,  s i r ,  I would g ive  i t  i f  I had been on t h e  n i g h t
before .  I would b r i e f  him when he came i n  t h e  morning. And, 
a l s o ,  t h e r e  was another  o f f i c e r  t h e r e  i n  charge of t h e  Duc Pho 
per imeter ,  t h e  base camp i t s e l f ,  and he would g i v e  a l i t t l e  
l e c t u r e .  

Q I f  you were t o  b r i e f  Colonel HENDERSON on t h e  morn-
i n g  o f  t h e  17 th ,  you would have probably t o l d  him t h a t  Task 
Force Barker g o t  128 VC KIA t h e  day be fo re?  

A. No, t h a t  would have been b r i e f e d  t h e  n i g h t  be fo re .  

Q That n i g h t .  So, he had a b r i e f i n g  i n  t h e  evening? 

A .  Yes. The main, formal b r i e f i n g  f o r  t h e  br igade  
was h e l d  a t  1730 each day. 

Q I s e e .  

A .  Then j u s t  what happened l a s t  n i g h t  was b r i e f e d  i n  
the morning. 

Q Were you on t h e  8 o r  12-hour s h i f t ?  What time d i d  
you go on? 

A. I go t  o f f  a t  0800 and I guess we went on a t  2000. 
I t  was from 2000 t o  0800. 

Q. You went on a t  2000 and b r igade  commander d i d n ' t  
g e t  b r i e f e d  e a r l i e r  than  t h a t  i n  t h e  morning? 

A. No. He would come i n  a t  0600-0630 i n  t h e  morning. 

Q Actua l ly ,  you would g e t  involved i n  both  of them,
wouldn 't you? 
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A. I d i d  g e t  involved wi th  both and I used t o  b r i e f  
t h e  S2 p o r t i o n ,  a t  t imes.  Colonel BLACKLEDGE would usua l ly  
b r i e f  them and i f  he was n o t  t h e r e  f o r  some reason ,  I would 
b r i e f  them. 

Q You mentioned you were t h e  S2 f o r  a whi le .  When 
were you the  S2?  

A. From t h e  t ime Colonel BLACKLEDGE l e f t ,  t h e  exac t  
d a t e  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l ,  from t h e  l a s t  of A p r i l  o r  t h e  f i r s t  of 
May, u n t i l  I l e f t  t h e  br igade .  

Q During t h e  t ime you were S2, d i d  any of t h e s e  
mat ters  come t o  your a t t e n t i o n  regarding  e i t h e r  propaganda OX 
complaints ,  rumors, any s t a t ement  whatsoever which i n d i c a t e d  
t h e r e  were unnecessary k i l l i n g s  a s i d e  from t h e  a r t i l l e r y  on 
c i v i l i a n  i n h a b i t a n t s ?  

A. No, s i r .  I t 's  i n c r e d i b l e ,  b u t  I d i d  n o t  h e a r  
anything o t h e r  than  t h a t  one propaganda document which I j u s t  
f l e e t i n g l y  saw . 
9 It seems odd, i f  you g o t  a s  many propaganda docu-
ments, t h a t  you would n o t i c e  one l i k e  t h a t  and you c a n ' t  read 
Vietnamese? 

A. I\Jo, s i r .  

& a  Did t h e  t i t l e  have a bunch of numbers on it and 
t h e  v i l l a g e  name? Did you have a whole sack f u l l  of l e a f l e t s ?  

A. I j u s t  remembered t h e r e  was one s h e e t .  There was 
something i n  Vietnamese about 500 k i l l e d  o r  something l i k e  
t h a t .  We could g e t  propaganda and it d i d n ' t  r e a l l y  t r i g g e r  
any r e a l  ques t ion .  

& Who determined when t h e  propaganda was worth t rans-
l a t i n g  o r  n o t ?  

A. A l l  of t h e  documents would go t o  the  52d M I  ~ e t a c h -
ment, t h e  m i l i t a r y  i n t e l l i g e n c e  detachment, and they  would 
sc reen  them. Actua l ly ,  they would go t o  t h e  u n i t  f i r s t .  The 
u n i t  would look them over and s e e  what i t  had. I f  they had a 
few hours they would read over  them. 
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Q. Have you e v e r  heard  of anyone being quest ioned i n  
a formal manner, an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  concerning an opera t ion  t h a t  
Task Force Barker conducted? 

A .  N O ,  s i r .  

LTC NOLL: A s  S2, i n  your d u t i e s  d i d  you have forward observers  
o r  v i s u a l  observers  t h a t  you c o n t r o l l e d  f o r  v i s u a l  observa t ion?  

A. Visual  a e r i a l  observa t ion ,  yes  sir. 

Q Would they perhaps have an oppor tuni ty  t o  watch 
an i n s e r t i o n ?  

A. General ly ,  no. The reason i s  t h a t  i n  an i n s e r t i o n  
t h e r e  a r e  s o  many o t h e r  a i r c r a f t  i n  t h e  a r e a  p l u s  t h e  usual  
command s h i p s ,  choppers and t h e r e  was no a d d i t i o n a l  need f o r  
people i n  the  a i r .  I t  was p r e t t y  dangerous as  it was. In  
f a c t ,  t h i s  is  how Colonel BARKER g o t  k i l l e d .  Usually,  our  
v i s u a l  reconnaissance was supplementary t o  t h e  i n s e r t i o n s ,  and 
supplementary t o  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  commander's a r e a  of observat ion .  
We usual ly  covered a reas  t h a t  were n o t  going t o  be covered by 
o u r  o t h e r  s h i p s .  Usually i n  an opera t ion ,  except  f o r  t h e  FAC,  
he would be i n  the  a i r  f o r  a i r  cover.  

Q. Did you rece ive  any informat ion  on t h e  1 6 t h  o r  
any comments a t  a l l  on t h e  opera t ion?  Did you have your people 
working i n  t h e  a r e a ,  ~ / 1 / 2 0 ,  o r  B/4 /3  ope ra t ing  on 16 March? 

A. I th ink  t h e r e  was one man, b u t  I d o n ' t  know i f  he 
was t h e r e  o r  n o t .  We had assigned a Lieutenant  Dennis JOHNSON 
t o  work the  Task Force Barker a rea .  He was from t h e  52d M I  
Detachment, and he may o r  may n o t  have been i n  t h e  a rea .  I 
don ' t know. 

COL WILSON: I f  he was i n  t h e  a r e a ,  would Lieutenant  JOHNSON 
come back and r e p o r t  t o  you? 

A. He would r e p o r t  t o  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  t h a t  he was work-
i n g  wi th  and t h e  b a t t a l i o n  would r e p o r t  t o  us and when he g o t  
back he would f i l l  us i n .  

Q. Did you e v e r  g e t  a chance t o  look a t  t h e  photographs 
t h a t  came o u t  of these  opera t ions  o r  d i d n ' t  they go over t o  S2? 
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A. I d i d n ' t  s e e  any photographs of t h i s  opera t ion .  
We would s e e  photographs from time t o  time. 

c2 Did you have any reason t o  ques t ion  the v a l i d i t y
of  t h e  body count i n  Task Force Barker? 

A. Of Task Force Barker? 

Q - Within Task Force Barker? 

A .  J u s t  t h a t  one day t h a t  I mentioned t h e r e  was some 
t a l k  t h a t  t h e r e  was some noncombatants i n  t h e  body count.  
That was t h e  only t ime.  I know when I was S2 we were p r e t t y  
c a r e f u l  on what we count and what we d i d n ' t  count.  

8 - Who was c a r e f u l ?  

A. The S2, we were t h e  ones t h a t  had t o  make t h e  f i n a l  
dec i s ion .  For ins t ance  on an LRRP p a t r o l ,  one t ime I r e c a l l  
one of the LRRP p a t r o l s  counted s o  many t h r e e  o r  f i v e  t h a t  were 
k i l l e d  by a r t i l l e r y  t h a t  they  thought  they had c a l l e d  i n  on 
somebody, c a l l e d  i n  on some people with packs and weapons. 
They were n o t  c lose  enough t o  them s o  we d i d n ' t  count t h e m .  
There was an America1 Divis ion pol icy  t h a t  you had t o  be within 
s o  many f e e t  of t h e  a c t i o n  t o  count t h e  body. W e  were q u i t e  
c a r e f u l  and I th ink  t h e  count was f a i r l y  accura te .  A s  accura te  
as could be expected. 

Q The count is made i n  the  f i e l d  by t h e  s o l d i e r  on 
the  ground and t h a t  is  where you g e t  your numbers from? 

A. Yes, i t  i s .  

Q The ques t ion  of ca re  a t  your l e v e l  i s  r e a l l y  hardly 
accura te ,  because you a r e  compiling r e p o r t s  a t  b r igade  l e v e l ?  

A. Right ,  s ir .  

Q The ques t ion  t h a t  I had was--and t o  g e t  i n t o  t h e  
d e t a i l s  as t o  how these  body counts  were made, you111 s e e  what 
I a m  talking about ,  D i d  you e v e r  have any q u e s t i o n  about any 
of these  counts? 

A. Yes, s i r ,  t h a t  one LRRP s i t u a t i o n .  
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Q a  That one LRRP s i t u a t i o n ?  Other than t h a t ?  

(Witness does no t  answer. ) 

You probably had c l o s e r  superv i s ion  on the  LRRP 
than  you probably d id  wi th  t h e  Task Force o r  t h e  b a t t a l i o n ?  

A .  Yes, s i r .  

Q. I d i d n ' t  give you a chance t o  answer t h e  ques t ion ,  
I d o n ' t  t h ink .  I ' m  n o t  t r y i n g  t o  p u t  words i n  your mouth. 

A. The body count was something t h a t  w e  always had t o  
keep our  r e i n s  on because i t  can g e t  o u t  of hand. You j u s t  
had t o  t r y  t o  eva lua te  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  and I ,  g ran ted ,  I was n o t  
a t  t h e  s p o t ,  and every s o l d i e r  was n o t  a t  t h e  s p o t ,  b u t  w e  
t r i e d  t o  keep it as  accura te  a s  p o s s i b l e .  

Q. When t h e  br igade  commander was i n  the a r e a  f o r  t h e  
combat a s s a u l t ,  say a t a s k  f o r c e  o r  b a t t a l i o n  opera t ion  was 
going on,  would he t end  t o  bypass t h e  normal r e p o r t i n g  pro-
cedures such as  the b a t t a l i o n  o r  t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  headquarters  
r epor t ing  t o  t h e  br igade .  Would sometimes t h e  e n t r y  o r  this 
r e p o r t  come from t h e  br igade  commander d i r e c t  t o  h i s  TOC? 

A. No, s ir .  

Q. I t  wouldn ' t?  

A. Unless f o r  some reason t h e r e  was a problem i n  corn-
munications.  No, he was q u i t e  c a r e f u l  i n  fol lowing a normal 
procedure. 

Q. Normal r e p o r t i n g  procedures? 

A. Yes, he might be i n  t h e  a i r  and t h e  b a t t a l i o n  com-
mander would be ou t  of t h e  a r e a  and he would send i t  back t o  
h i s  TOC. 

Q But he would send i t  back t o  h i s  TOC i f  he took 
something ou t  i n  f i e l d .  He would send t h e  informat ion  back 
t o  h i s  TOC? 

A. Y e s ,  bu t  i t  was n o t  i n  anyway meant t o  bypass 
t h e  b a t t a l i o n .  
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Q.  You know when your b r igade  commander i s  i n  the  a i r  
over  an a r e a ,  he i s  t a l k i n g  t o  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  commander.. 

A. Yes, sir .  

Q • 
FYequently some o f  t h e  th ings  they t a l k  about could 

be r e p o r t s ?  

A. Yes. 

&. Was Colonel HENDERSON accura te  i n  pass ing  t h i s  in-
formation back t o  h i s  headquar ters?  

A. Yes, s i r ,  h e  was accura tk  i n  every way poss ib le .  
He was an outs tanding  man. 

Q Would t h e  TOC be monitoring Colonel HENDERSON'S--
anything t h a t  he was d i scuss ing  wi th  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  commander 
on the  air-ground n e t s ?  

A.  It could be.  Usual ly,  on opera t ions  w e  ' d  be 
monitor ing h i s  frequency . 
Q - You had been monitoring h i s  br igade  frequency b u t  
would you be monitoring t h e  b r igade  frequency? 

A. Yes, dur ing  an i n s e r t i o n .  

Q - How many r a d i o s  d i d  you havs back i n  t h e  TOC? 

A. We had one t h a t  was f r e e  and we used a monitor.  I 
d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any o t h e r s .  We had more. We had one wi th  d i v i s i o n .  

Q You had a d i v i s i o n  n e t  and you had a br igade  n e t ?  

A. Yes, s i r .  I n  something l i k e  t h a t ,  a combat a s s a u l t ,  
we would monitor t h a t  frequency and l i s t e n  and h e a r  t h e  i n s e r -
t i o n  and everyth ing .  

Q Who would monitor t h a t ?  

A. People i n  t h e  TOC. Whoever was duty o f f i c e r ,  and 
people from t h e  b r igade  s t a f f  i n  t h e r e  l i s t e n  t o  i t ,  too .  

Q When t h e  i n s e r t i o n  i s  over ,  we a r e  t a l k i n g  about 
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maybe an h o u r ,  what happens a f t e r .  t h a t ?  Do you g : ? t  o f f  of the 
n e t ?  D o  you fo l low i t  t h e  rest  o f  t h e  day? 

A .  N o ,  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y .  The primary t h i n g s  was whether 
t h e  LZ's were h o t  and t h i s  t y p e  of  t h i n g .  Once it w a s  determined 
t h e y  were on t h e  g r o u n d .  we wouldn ' t  n e c e s s a r i l y  moni tor .  

LTC NOLL: I have a copy of  t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade Dai ly  S t a f f  J o u r n a l  
which has  been e n t e r e d  i n t o  ev idence  a s  e x h i b i t  M-46. I t  i n d i -
c a t e s  t h a t  C/1/20 counted 6 9  VC k i l l e d  a s  a r e s u l t  o f  a r t i l l e r y .  
Do you by chance remember t h e  s o u r c e  of  t h i s  r e p o r t ,  t h e  manner 
i n  which i t  a r r i v e d  i n  t h e  1 1 t h  Br igade ,  t h i s  i t e m  53? 

A. 	 How it came i n ?  

Q. 	 Yes. 

A .  It would come i n  from Task Force  Barker  t o  TOC t o  
u s ,  a t  0935. 

(2. 	 Wthing  t h a t  you r e c a l l  i s  an e x c e p t i o n  t o  t h a t ?  
id it i n  f a c t  come from Task Force  Ba rke r ,  do you r e c a l l ?  

A .  	 No, s i r .  

COL WILSON : Do you have any f u r t h e r  t es t imony o r  any s t a t e -  
ments t h a t  you want t o  make t h a t  would a s s i s t  us  i n  t h i s  m a t t e r ?  

A. 	 I d o n ' t  t h i n k  s o .  

Q .  	 I would l i k e  you, i f  you run  a c r o s s  any documents 
o r  photographs o r  any ev idence  t h a t  may be used by t h i s  boa rd ,  
when you g e t  back t o  run  a copy o f f  and send  i t  t o  u s .  You 
know what we a r e  t r y i n g  t o  determine and looking  f o r .  

A.  	 Yes, s i r ,  I d o n ' t  have anyth ing  l i k e  t h a t .  

Q 0 You a r e  d i r e c t e d  n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  your  tes t imony w i t h  
o t h e r s  i n c l u d i n g  o t h e r  w i t n e s s e s  f o r  t h i s  i n q u i r y ,  excep t  a s  you 
may be r e q u i r e d  t o  do b e f o r e  a competent j u d i c i a l ,  l e g i s l a t i v e  
o r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  body. 

Unless you have something f u r t h e r ,  t h a t  w i l l  t e rmi-
n a t e  t h i s  i n t e r v i e w .  

A .  	 I d o n ' t  have anyth ing  f u r t h e r .  

(The h e a r i n g  r eces sed  a t  1422,  21 January  1970.) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 


WITNESS: SHANNON, R i c h a r d  J .  CPT 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 2 0  J a n u a r y  1 9 7 0  
1. 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: P e n t a g o n
-

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL : N o n e  

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 1 6  LURCH 1 9 6 8 :  C a t h o l i c  c h a p l a i n  t o  
T a s k  F o r c e  B a r k e r .  

T h e  w i t n e s s  v a g u e l y  r e m e m b e r e d  a memorial service 
w i t h  a n o t h e r  c h a p l a i n  for  t h e  1 / 2 0 ,  b u t  d i d  n o t  recal l  
i f  it w a s  h e l d  on 1 5  M a r c h  1 9 6 8  ( p g .  4 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  recal l  
a n y t h i n g  e lse  about  t h e  i n c i d e n t  a t  My L a i  ( 4 ) .  
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(The hea r ing  reconvened a t  1433 hours ,  20  January 

10: The hear ing  w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  

RCDR: The fol lowing named persons a r e  p resen t :  LTG 
PEERS, MR MACCRATE, COL ARMSTRONG, and MAJ LYNN. 

S i r ,  t h e  next  wi tness  is  Chaplain Richard J. 
SHANNON. 

(CPT SHANNON was c a l l e d  a s  a wi tness ,  was 
sworn, and t e s t i f i e d  a s  fol lows:)  

Chaplain,  f o r  t h e  record ,  w i l l  you s t a t e  your f u l l  
name, grade,  S o c i a l  Secur i ty  number, o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  and s t a t i o n ?  

A. Richard J.  SHANNON, Captain,  , Headquar-
t e r s  Company, 3d Brigade, 5 th  I n f a n t r y  Divis ion ,  F o r t  Carson, 
Colorado. 

RCDR: Thank you. 

10: Captain SHANNON, have you had an oppor tuni ty  t o  
read t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  (Exh ib i t  M-57) which were provided you? 

A. I d i d ,  s i r .  

Q. You understand them o r  have any ques t ions  concerning 
them? 

A. I understand them. 

Q Beside myself he re  a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  t i m e  i s ,  
on my l e f t ,  M r .  MACCRATE who has volunteered h i s  s e r v i c e s  t o  
Sec re ta ry  RESOR t o  he lp  me i n  t h i s  i n q u i r y  and a l s o  provide 
l e g a l  counsel  t o  me and o t h e r  members of t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
team. On my r i g h t  i s  Colonel ARMSTRONG who has been desig-
nated by t h e  Of f i ce  of t h e  Chief of S t a f f  t o  s e r v e  with me a s  
an a s s i s t a n t  i n  conducting t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  Each of t h e s e  
gentlemen may address  ques t ions  t o  you t h i s  a f te rnoon.  We 
have o t h e r  teams who a r e  l ikewise  t a k i n g  testimony from o t h e r  
wi tnesses .  I ,  of course ,  w i l l  have t h e  f i n a l  job of p u t t i n g  
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t h e  r e p o r t  t o g e t h e r  and weighing t h e  evidence,  and making 
f ind ings  and recommendations, a s s i s t e d ,  of course ,  by o t h e r  
personnel a s  appropr ia t e .  

You a r e  ordered n o t  t o  d i scuss  your testimony i n  
t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  wi th  o t h e r s ,  inc luding  o t h e r  wi tnesses  f o r  
t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  except  i n  t h e  performance of  o f f i c i a l  duty 
o r  a s  you may be requ i red  so t o  do before  a competent admini-
s t r a t i v e ,  j u d i c i a l ,  o r  l e g i s l a t i v e  body. I n  t h e  l a t t e r  respect ,  
t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  body, it i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  you may be c a l l e d  t o  
t e s t i f y  before  a committee o r  a subcommittee of Congress. More 
s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  I would th ink  t h a t  you may be c a l l e d  be fo re  t h e  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  subcommittee of t h e  House of Armed Serv ices  Com-
mit tee .  To my knowledge you have no t  been c i t e d  i n  t h e  general  
cour t -mar t ia l  case  of t h e  United S t a t e s  v. Cal ley? 

A. No, I h a v e n ' t .  

Q Well, i f  you a r e ,  I would only say t h a t  your t e s t i -
mony h e r e  would i n  no way change t h e  a p p l i c a b i l i t y  o r  t h e  e f f e c t  
of t h a t  o r d e r ,  o r  any of t h e  o t h e r  o rde r s  which may be i s sued  i n  
t h e  genera l  cour t -mar t i a l  cases  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  My Lai  inc ident .  
You have any ques t ions  on anything t h a t  I ' v e  covered? 

A. No, I t h i n k  i t ' s  c l e a r .  

Q Captain SHANNON, would you i n d i c a t e  your duty as-
signment with t h e  America1 Divis ion  i n  1968? 

A. Yes. I went over  wi th  t h e  198th I n f a n t r y  Brigade 
from F o r t  I rwin ,  and took up my a r e a  t h e r e  a t  Chu Lai .  The 
l l t h  Brigade followed us over ,  and one of t h e i r  b a t t a l i o n s ,  
I th ink  it was t h e  1/20, was j u s t  south of us a t  LZ Dot t i e  
i n  t h a t  a r e a  t h e r e .  The Cathol ic  chapla in  f o r  t h e i r  br igade  
was down a t  Duc Pho, and he d i d n ' t  seem t o  g e t  up t o  t h a t  
b a t t a l i o n  nor th  of us .  So e i t h e r  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  commander o r  
t h e  b a t t a l i o n  chap la in  of t h e  l l t h  o r  t h e  br igade  chapla in  
down t h e r e  asked me t o  g ive  Ca tho l i c  coverage t o  t h i s  p a r t i -
c u l a r  u n i t  t h e r e .  And I th ink  i n  t h e  meantime, when t h e  t a sk  
fo rce  was pu t  toge the r  a t  t h e  t ime,  I d i d n ' t  know whether I 
was coming along wi th  t h e  t a s k  fo rce  o r  with t h a t  u n i t  t h a t  
was i n  t h a t  a rea .  

Q You do remember Task Force Barker working south  
of LZ Dot t i e  then? 
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A. Yes. 

Q. 

A. 

Q-

And pr

Right ,  

Now of  

o

sir .  

course,  

viding 

we know t h a t  what we ' r e  

pe r iod ic  r e l i g i o u s  s e r v i c

t a l k i n g  about  

e  t o  them? 

i s  r e a l l y  almost 2 years  ago, more s p e c i f i c a l l y  about 2 2  months, 
bu t  we would ask you t o  t a x  your memory and see  i f  you can b r i n g  
f o r t h  some of t h i s  information which is  s t o r e d  back t h e r e ,  which 
would be of a s s i s t a n c e  t o  us.  Did you have any knowledge of  t h e  
Task Force Barker opera t ion  i n t o  t h i s  a r e a ,  which we have o u t l i n e d  
on t h i s  blown up map here  (Exh ib i t  M A P - l ) ,  gene ra l ly  t h e  a r e a  of 
Song My Vi l l age  o r  i n t o  an a rea  known a s  P i n k v i l l e ?  

A. Yes. That name came up a l o t ,  and I remembered on one 
p a r t i c u l a r  h i l l  one day o u t  t h e r e  where t h e  a r t i l l e r y  was, t h e  
commander showed me o u t  t h e r e ,  "That ' s  P i n k v i l l e  o u t  t h e r e . "  

Q- Would t h a t  have been poss ib ly  t o  t h e  nor th  of t h e r e ,  ' 
a t  t h e  LZ known a s  LZ u p t i g h t ,  which is  about 5 k i lometers  nor th  
of t h e r e ?  

A. Right. I th ink  t h a t  was t h e  name of it, r i g h t .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  t h i s  opera t ion  which was i n i t i a t e d  
on t h e  16th? 

A. I c o u l d n ' t .  I t  seemed they had gone i n  t h e r e  a l l  
t h e  t ime r e a l l y .  I wasn ' t  t h a t  conscious of one opera t ion  
from another  one. 

Q. I see .  

A. I t  seems l i k e  I remember hea r ing  from one commander 
t o  go back i n  t h e r e  and g e t  r i d  of them, something l i k e  t h a t .  
I d o n ' t  remember t h e  s p e c i f i c  opera t ion  o r  t h a t  da te .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  a  memorial s e r v i c e  be ing  h e l d  a t  LZ 
Dot t ie  e a r l y  i n  t h e  af te rnoon of t h e  15th ,  which was d iv ided  
i n t o  both Ca tho l i c  and P r o t e s t a n t  r e l i g i o u s  s e r v i c e .  And then  
a combined memorial i n  honor of an i n d i v i d u a l  by t h e  name of COX 
who had been k i l l e d  about 2 days previous t o  t h a t ?  
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A. I vaguely remember having a memorial s e r v i c e  'with 
t h e  chap la in  from t h e  1/20,  whether it w a s  tha t  day o r  n o t ,  I 
don' t have any r e c o r d  of  it. 

Q Nothing s t a n d s  o u t  i n  your mind? You remember a t  
a l l  t a l k i n g  t o  Colonel  BARKER o r  t o  Capta in  MEDINA on  t h a t  
day and t a l k i n g  about  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  o u t  i n t o  t h i s  a r e a  ( i n d i -
c a t i n g )  ? Captain  MEDINA,  I b e l i e v e ,  was of  t h e  C a t h o l i c  f a i t h ,  
and Colonel  BARKER, I t h i n k ,  was of t h e  P r o t e s t a n t  f a i t h ?  

A. No, I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  any. Something about  a memorial 
s e r v i c e  d i d  r i n g  a b e l l  t h e r e .  I t h i n k  w e  d i d ,  b u t  I ' m  n o t  
s u r e ,  though. 

Q. Were you e v e r  aware o f  a r e p o r t  which was r e p o r t e d  
t o  have been made by a h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t ,  i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  t h e r e  
had been some unnecessary k i l l i n g  of women and c h i l d r e n  i n  t h e  
My L a i  area o r  t h e  Son My a r e a  about  t h e  middle o f  March? 

A. No. I never  hea rd  anyth ing  l i k e  t h a t .  

Q. Were you e v e r  approached f o r  i n fo rma t ion  concerning 
any th ing  t h a t  may have happened h e r e  by a Colonel  LEWIS, your 
D iv i s ion  Chaplain?  

A. You mean when w e  were ove r  t h e r e ?  

Q Y e s .  

A. No, no. H e  'never asked any q u e s t i o n s .  

Q Did h e  e v e r  come down and ask you t o  keep your e a r  
c l o s e  t o  t h e  ground and s e e  i f  you hea rd  any grumblings o r  
any th ing  about  what might have happened down i n  t h i s  a r e a  ( i nd i -
c a t i n g ) ,  t o  t h e  s o u t h e a s t  of  where you were l o c a t e d  a long  i n  
March, A p r i l ,  o r  e a r l y  May t ime pe r iod?  

A. No. H e  never  mentioned t h a t  t o  m e .  

Q. How about  Major CRESWELL? Did he eve r  t a l k  t o  you? 

A. No. 

Q Did any o f  t h e  s e n i o r  commanders o r  s t a f f  o f f i c e r s  
e v e r  t a l k  t o  you about  t h i s ?  

4 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

APP T-188 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

A. No, s ir .  I t  was never mentioned--any unnecessary 
k i l l i n g s  o r  anything l i k e  t h a t .  

Q You d o n ' t  have t o  answer t h i s  nex t  ques t ion  unless  
you f e e l  obl iged  t o  answer. Did anybody of t h e  Cathol ic  f a i t h  
t a l k  t o  you about anything which may have happened i n  t h i s  a r e a  
about t h a t  per iod ,  t h a t  was bo the r ing  him? 

A. No. 

Q - Did you ever  hear  any rumors o r  any loose  t a l k  
which caused you t o  suspec t  something? 

A. No, no i n d i c a t i o n  a t  a l l .  

Q. Were you ever  aware o f ,  o r  d i d  you ever  hear  of an 
ARVN i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o r  a U.S. i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  e i t h e r  one,  i n t o  
t h i s  a rea?  

A .  No. I never heard anything about it. 

Q How was your r e l a t i o n s  with t h e  Vietnamese, t h e  
Cathol ic  Vietnamese, and Buddhists? Did you e v e r  have much 
c o n t a c t  wi th  them? 

A. Yes. Up i n  our  own a rea  I used t o  say Mass f o r  
them i n  one of t h e  v i l l a g e s  t h e r e ,  I guess the--

9 - ( In te rpos ing)  Up towards Chu L a i ,  then--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  Right.  

Q And then  you crossed r i v e r ?  

A. I t  was over  on t h e  peninsula .  I f o r g o t  t h e  name, 
sir.  But w e  had one ou tpos t  t h e r e ,  and I used t o  go down i n t o  
t h a t  v i l l a g e  and have Mass t h e r e  and a couple of o t h e r  p laces  
n o r t h  of Dot t i e .  Up t h e r e  was one v i l l a g e  t h a t  w a s  a l l  Cath-
o l i c ,  and they d i d n ' t  have a p r i e s t  the re .  We g o t  a l i t t l e  
o u t p o s t  t h e r e ,  b u t  a f t e r  we moved o u t  of t h e r e ,  I t h i n k ,  t h e  
whole v i l l a g e  had t o  move o u t  of t h e r e ,  and I t a lked  t o  them 
a couple of t imes.  The p r i e s t  and about t h r e e  o r  f o u r  of  them 
were i n  Duc Pho. There ' s  a l a r g e  v i l l a g e  t h e r e  wi th  s i s t e r s ,  
and we used t o  b r i n g  c l o t h e s  and th ings  t o  them. 
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Q You mean f a r t h e r  t o  t h e  sou th ,  sou th  of Quang Ngai, 
down i n  t h e  Duc Pho a r e a ?  

A. No. I t  was c l o s e r  up t o  Chu L a i ,  n o r t h  o f  ~ o t t i e .  

Q. Here you can  s e e  LZ D o t t i e  and Quang Ngai C i t y  
( i n d i c a t i n g )  . 

A. No. I t  was up f a r t h e r  towards t h e  e a s t .  

Q You can s e e  Chu L a i  t h e r e  on t h e  c o a s t  n e a r  t h e  
nor thwest  co rne r  of t h e  map. 

A. I t  was on t h i s  r i v e r  h e r e .  I t ' s  on t h i s  r i v e r ,  
t h a t  l i t t l e  one t h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  . 
Q Binh Son? 

A. Yes, Binh Son. 

MR MACCRATE: For what p e r i o d  d i d  you s e r v e  as c h a p l a i n  of  t h e  
198 th  I n f a n t r y  Brigade? When d i d  you l e a v e  t h e r e ?  

A. I l e f t  t h e r e  on 1 October 1968. I was t h e r e  one 
yea r .  

Q You r e c a l l  who t h e  P r o t e s t a n t  c h a p l a i n  w a s ,  t h a t  
you used t o  see a t  LZ D o t t i e ?  

A. I t  was Chaplain  COOPER, I t h i n k .  I t h i n k  he l i v e d  
up c l o s e  t o  Chu L a i  base .  I mean h i s  r e supp ly  and e v e r y t h i n g  
w a s  back i n  Chu L a i .  

Q. D o  you remember Chaplain  KISSINGER? 

A. I remember t h e  name. He was w i t h  t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade.  

Q Could he have been t h e  P r o t e s t a n t  c h a p l a i n  who help-
ed you a t  t h i s  memorial s e r v i c e ?  Does t h a t  seem t o  r i n g  a 
b e l l ?  

A.  H e  cou ld  have;  I remember s ee ing  him on a couple  of  
occas ions  a t  some o f  t h e s e  L Z ' s .  I c o u l d n ' t  a c t u a l l y  say  f o r  
su re .  

Q Since  r e t u r n i n g  t o  t h e  Uni ted S t a t e s ,  have you been 
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i n  c o n t a c t  with some members of t h e  u n i t s  with whom you were 
a t  t h a t  t ime i n  Vietnam? 

A .  J u s t  wi th  men of my own br igade  I ' v e  t a lked  t o .  

Q Have you t a lked  wi th  any members of t h e  Task Force 
Barker and t h e  companies t h a t  were t h e r e ?  

A. No. I d o n ' t  t h ink  I have been i n  touch w i t h  any 
of them. 

Q Have you t a lked  with any of  t h e  chap la ins  of t h e  
America1 Divis ion ,  e i t h e r  i n  t h e  11th  Brigade o r  i n  your own 
brigade? 

A. No. I haven ' t  seen any of them s i n c e  I go t  back, 
except  Chaplain LEWIS, t h e  d i v i s i o n  chapla in .  

Q. You have spoken wi th  Chaplain LEWIS? 

A. Yes. 

Q- When d i d  you speak with Chaplain LEWIS? 

A. I t  must be a t  l e a s t  3 o r  4 weeks ago. 

Q Did you share  your r e c o l l e c t i o n s  o r  l a c k  of r eco l -
l e c t i o n s  a t  t h a t  time? 

A. Yes. I d id .  He asked me what I knew, and I t o l d  
him I d o n ' t  know anything o r  d i d n ' t  hear  any rumors o r  anything.  

Q. Did he  i n d i c a t e  t o  you any of h i s  r e c o l l e c t i o n s ?  

A. No, he s a i d  he c o u l d n ' t  remember anything,  e i t h e r ,  
t h a t  looks susp ic ious  o r  anything. 

COL ARMSTRONG: I f  you'd go t t en  some of t h i s  from confess ions ,  
o r  j u s t  men coming t o  you, what would have been your r e a c t i o n s ?  

A. My f e e l i n g s ,  you mean what would I have done? 

Q. Yes. What would have been t h e  r e s u l t s  of t h i s ?  
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A.  W e l l ,  because o f  t h e  s e a l  you wou ldn ' t  be  a b l e  t o  
do any th ing  on your  own, b u t  w e  can ask t h e  person  t o  use  t h i s  
in format ion  f o r  t h e  common good o r  something l i k e  t h a t .  And 
c e r t a i n l y  I would have done t h i s  o r  t o l d  t h e  person  t o  t a l k  t o  
someone o r  see someone o r  s e e  me o u t s i d e  of  h i s  con fes s ion .  

Q Now, l e t ' s  say  he  came t o  you i n  your  o f f i c e ,  and 
of cou r se ,  t h i s  is t h e  same t h i n g  a s  a con fes s ion .  

A. R igh t .  

Q When you g e t  a f e e l  l i k e  t h i s  from your  people ,  and 
you g e t  a normal f e e l  of  t h e  morale of  t h e  u n i t ,  do you e v e r  
go down t o  your  commanding o f f i c e r  and say ,  "Look, t h i n g s  a r e n ' t  
s o  h o t , "  w i t h o u t  g e t t i n g  s p e c i f i c ?  

A. Right .  

10: I f  you d i d  h e a r ,  i n  t h e  p roces s  o f  e i t h e r  your con-
f e s s i o n s  o r  i n  any o f  t h e  b u s i n e s s ,  of  war a t r o c i t i e s  be ing  
committed, whether anybody w a s  t e l l i n g  t h a t  about  h i m s e l f ,  I 
t a k e  it t h a t  you would d i r e c t  him t o  t h e  r i g h t  audience? 

A. R igh t .  

Q Whether it be t h e  i n s p e c t o r  g e n e r a l  o r  t h e  judge
advocate  g e n e r a l  o r  h i s  commanding o f f i c e r  o r  whatever t h e  case 
may be ,  s o  t h a t  t h i s  crime o r  a t r o c i t y  could  be  checked i n t o ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q T h a t ' s  what I g e t  from what you 've  i n d i c a t e d  t o  m e .  

R igh t  . 
Q W e l l ,  w e  a p p r e c i a t e  your coming i n ,  Capta in  SHANNON. 
W e  know t h a t  you d i d  n o t  have t o o  much t o  o f f e r ,  b u t  w e ' r e  
s ea rch ing  f o r  b i t s  and p i e c e s  t o  t r y  t o  p u t  t h i s  whole maze 
t o g e t h e r .  I f  any th ing  does come t o  mind i n  t h e  f u t u r e ,  we ask 
you t o  g e t  i n  touch w i t h  u s ,  and Major LYNN w i l l  t e l l  you how 
t o  make c o n t a c t  w i th  u s .  O r  i f  you know of  any documents, 
pape r s ,  o r  photos  o r  any th ing  i n  a m a t e r i a l  s e n s e  t h a t  would 
be  of  h e l p  t o  u s ,  we'd l i k e  t o  have t h a t ,  too .  
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A t  t h i s  t i m e  if you have any q u e s t i o n s ,  w e  w i l l  t r y  
t o  answer them f o r  you, o r  i f  you c a r e  t o ,  you may make a s t a t e -
ment i n t o  the r eco rd .  

A. J u s t  one q u e s t i o n .  Yes, about  t h a t  memorial s e r v i c e .  
Would you want me t o  t r y  t o  remember something about  i t ?  

Q W e l l ,  what we ' re  t r y i n g  t o  do i s  t o  f i x  t h e  t ime and 
t h e  p l a c e ,  and we ' r e  a l s o  t r y i n g  t o  f i x  t h e  mental  a t t i t u d e  o f  
t h e  men concerned wi th  t h e  memorial. 

A. Oh, I s e e .  

Q .  T h i s  u n i t ,  s p e c i f i c a l l y  C/1/20, a few days  b e f o r e  
t h i s  had s u f f e r e d  somewhere i n  t h e  neighborhood of 17 o r  18 
c a s u a l t i e s  i n  a m i n e f i e l d ,  which had them up t o  somewhat a 
h igh  p i t c h .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h i s ,  a few days a f t e r  t h i s  t h e y  
l o s t  t h i s  one r.an, COX, and a couple  of  o t h e r  men. So they  
were p r e t t y  w e l l  keyed up. 

A. Was t h i s  a m i n e f i e l d ?  I t  w a s n ' t  a l l  i n  one s p o t ,  
was i t ?  

Q The 17 t o  18 were a l l  i n  one s p o t .  They g o t  i n t o  
a m i n e f i e l d ,  and by t h e  t ime they  could  g e t  t h e  u n i t  e x t r a c t e d ,  
t hey  had a number of  c a s u a l t i e s .  

A. I do remember be ing  c a l l e d  t o  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  com-
pany i n  t h a t  r e a r  a r e a  t o  one man who w a s  i n  one o f  t h e s e  mass 
c a s u a l t i e s ,  and he  d i d n ' t  want t o  go back o u t  i n  t h e  f i e l d .  
It seemed h e  w a s  t h e  on ly  s u r v i v o r  t h e r e .  

Q .  I t  p r e t t y  w e l l  decimated t h e  pla toon '?  

A. Y e s .  H e  s a i d  they were a l l  wrapped around t h e  tree 
o r  something,  command de tona ted .  I do remember t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  
i n c i d e n t .  I imagine it w a s  b e f o r e  A p r i l  sometime, because when 
I went on R & R  and came back,  ou r  u n i t  went up n o r t h  t o  Baldy 
t h e r e ,  n e a r  Danang, and I d o n ' t  t h i n k  a f t e r  t h a t  t ime I took 
c a r e  o f  any of t h e i r  t r o o p s  down i n  t h a t  a r e a .  

Q .  Well,  it would p r e t t y  w e l l ,  have t o  be  i n  t h e  March 
o r  e a r l y  A p r i l  p e r i o d ,  because we know t h a t  Task Force  Barker  
was d i s e s t a b l i s h e d  on 9 A p r i l .  
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A. Yes. 

MR MACCRATE: Did you keep a f i l e  of your l e t t e r s  of condolence 
o r  sympathy t h a t  you s e n t  t o  f a m i l i e s ?  

A. I th ink  we d i d  i n  t h e  o f f i c e ,  and then gradual ly  t h e  
d i v i s i o n  took over ,  and we d i d n ' t .  

Q Do you know i f  you d id  address  any t o  nex t  of  k i n  of 
members of Task Force Barker,  a n d , i f  s o ,  where would they be 
today? 

A. No. I wouldn't  have anything t o  do with t h a t  p a r t  
of it. I was j u s t  he lp ing  them ou t .  I wasn ' t  ass igned t o  t h e  
t a s k  fo rce  o r  anything,  bu t  j u s t  a r e a  coverage. 

Q Area coverage? Yes. 

A. I ' l l  t r y  t o  r e c a l l  something. 

Q There a r e  i n d i c a t i o n s  t h a t  some of t h i s  i n f o r -
mation was a t  t h a t  time i n  chapla in  channels.  A man who was 
very concerned with what he had observed d i d  r e p o r t ,  and we've 
been t r y i n g  t o  t r a c e  t h i s  around through chapla in  channels .  
I f  t h e r e ' s  anything t h a t  begins  t o  f i t  i n  with t h e  b e n e f i t  of 
h inds igh t ,  t h i s  would be very h e l p f u l  t o  us.  

A. Now, t h i s  memorial s e r v i c e  t h a t  I had f o r g o t t e n  a l l  
about,  I do remember g iv ing  one down t h e r e .  Was t h i s  man 
Cathol ic?  

10: I ' m  r e a l l y  n o t  q u a l i f i e d  t o  say.  

MR MACCRATE: Apparently it was both a P r o t e s t a n t  and a ca tho l i c  
denominational s e r v i c e ,  s e p a r a t e l y ,  and then a  j o i n t  memorial 
s e r v i c e  wi th  a l l  t h e  chap la ins .  I t  may have been more than  two 
chapla ins  p resen t .  

A. We do t h a t  a l o t .  We have t h e  memorial s e r v i c e  t h a t  
we both par take  i n ,  and we s p l i t  f o r  t h e  denominations. A l i t t l e  
b i t  i s  coming back. 
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10: I t  comes a s  a sudden shock,  you know, t o  t r y  t o  
remember back.  I hope nabody a s k s  m e  what I d i d  2 y e a r s  ago,  
because  w i t h  e x c e p t i o n s ,  I probab ly  wou ldn ' t  r e inenbe r .  I f  
any of  t h i s  does  come back,  w e  would a p p r e c i a t e  your  g e t t i n g  
i n  t ouch  w i t h  u s .  

A .  Okay, f i n e ,  s ir .  

10: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  recess. 

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  1458 hou r s ,  2 0  J anua ry  
1970.) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: SMITH, Fred MAJ 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 30 Janua ry  1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: S3 A i r  f o r  t h e  l l t h  Brigade.  

1. INQUIRIES AFTER THE ASSAULT. 

A s  t h e  w i t n e s s  w a s  TDY from 1 3  March t o  18  March he 
d i d  n o t  r e c e i v e  a r e q u e s t  from Colonel  HENDERSON f o r  a r e p o r t  
on what t h e  gunships  had done on t h e  16 March o p e r a t i o n ,  and 
he hea rd  no th ing  about it (pg. 1 0 ) .  He knew no th ing  about  
any r e p o r t  s e n t  i n  r e p l y  (pg. 1 0 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  h e a r i n g  
t h a t  a p i l o t  from t h e  123d Avia t ion  B a t t a l i o n  r e p o r t e d  
obse rv ing  unnecessary and i n d i s c r i m i n a t e  k i l l i n g  of  women 
and c h i l d r e n  i n  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  a r e a  on t h e  1 6 t h  (pg. 11). 
H e  remembered no d i s c u s s i o n  o f  t h e  d i s p a r i t y  i n  t h e  o p e r a t i o n ' s  
body count  t o  weapons count  r a t i o  (pg. 11). He was never  
ques t ioned  by a chap la in  concerning t h e  unnecessary k i l l i n g  
o f  c i v i l i a n s  (pg. 11). He d i d  n o t  remember a r e p o r t  from 
HONDA about a woman l y i n g  spreadeagled  b e s i d e  t h e  road w i t h  
an l l t h  Brigade pa t ch  between h e r  l e g s  (pgs .  1 2 ,  1 3 ) .  H e  
r e c a l l e d  no i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  an a i r  space  problem between 
t h e  Sharks and t h e  Warlords ove r  t h e  A0 on t h e  1 6 t h  (pg. 1 4 ) .  
Ne i the r  BLACKLEDGE n o r  MCKNIGHT s a i d  anyth ing  t o  him about  
an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  (pg. 1 4 ) .  

2 .  OTHER INFORMATION. 

a. Discuss ions  s i n c e  t h e  m a t t e r  became p u b l i c .  

S i n c e  t h e  matter became a m a t t e r  o f  p u b l i c  
knowledge t h e  w i t n e s s  h a s  spoken t o  t h e  fo l lowing  pe r sons  
concerned w i t h  it: Colonel  LUPER; Major MCKNIGHT; Major MATOS; 
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L i eu t enan t  HOWARD: Major HOPE; and Sergeant  KIRPATRICK 
(pgs .  2 ,  3 ) .  The w i t n e s s  asked LUPER i f  he knew about  
t h e  i n c i d e n t  t o  which LUPER r e p l i e d  t h a t  t h e r e  had been 
an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  (pg. 3 ) .  The wi tnes s  d i d  n o t  ask  LUPER 
any f u r t h e r  q u e s t i o n s  and LUPER vo lun tee red  no f u r t h e r  
in format ion  (pg. 4 ) .  LUPER d i d  n o t  say  what t h e  r e s u l t s  of 
t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  w e r e  (pg. 4 )  . SMITH d i d  n o t  d i s c u s s  t h e  
i n c i d e n t  i t s e l f  w i t h  MCKNIGHT. They on ly  d i s c u s s e d  p o s s i b l e  
p l a c e s  f o r  t h e  w i t n e s s  t o  s t a y  whi le  appear ing  b e f o r e  t h e  
Inqu i ry  (pg. 3) . SMITH d i d  n o t  d i s c u s s  t h e  i n c i d e n t  wi th  
L ieu tenan t  HOWARD (pg. 5 )  . 

b.  SMITH'S d u t i e s .  

The w i t n e s s  d e s c r i b e d  h i s  d u t i e s  i n  g r e a t  d e t a i l  
on page s i x  o f  t h e  tes t imony (pg. 6 )  . One o f  h i s  jobs  
was t o  c o o r d i n a t e  w i t h  t h e  174th  (pg. 7)  . He worked very  
c l o s e l y  w i t h  t h e  company commander and o t h e r  personne l  of 
t h e  174tn  (pg. 7 ) .  He had t o  r e p o r t  h i s  h e l i c o p t e r  
requi rements  t o  d i v i s i o n  each day,  p r e f e r a b l y  p r i o r  t o  
1530 (pg. 7 ) .  H e l i c o p t e r  a l l o c a t i o n  would be  r e p o r t e d  
back t o  him between 2000 and 2200 each n i g h t  (pg.  8 ) .  P i l o t s  
had t o  p r e p a r e  a  b r i e f  a f t e r  a c t i o n  r e p o r t  showing t i m e  and 
d i s t a n c e  t r a v e l l e d  and t h e  number o f  h i t s  (pg.  8 )  . He 
expec ted  h i s  p i l o t s  t o  d i s c u s s  unusual  occur rences  wi th  him 
(pg. 8 ) .  S ince  t h e  123d Avia t ion  B a t t a l i o n  was n o t  cons idered  
a normal a v i a t i o n  asset,  he  had no r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  
main ta in ing  l i a i s o n  w i t h  it (pg. 1 0 ) .  He normally d i d  n o t  
work w i t h  t h e  1 4 t h  Avia t ion  B a t t a l i o n  (pg. 32) . 

The OREP. 

The OREP ( E x h i b i t  R-3) i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  1 2  s l i c k s  and 
t h r e e  gunships  were o p e r a t i o n a l  on 16 March (pg. 2 9 ) .  

d. F i l i n g  system. 

H e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  r e t i r i n g  any a v i a t i o n  r eco rds  
whi le  he was b r i g a d e  a v i a t i o n  o f f i c e r  (pg. 32) . H e  knew 
noth ing  about  such  r e c o r d s  be ing  r e t i r e d  e i t h e r  b e f o r e  o r  
a f t e r  h i s  t e n u r e  as b r i g a d e  a v i a t i o n  o f f i c e r  (pg.  3 2 )  . 
However, s o m e  a i r c r a f t  r e c c r d s  were Lost i n  a mor ta r  a t t a c k  
(pgs .  32, 3 3 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  ma in t a in  r eco rds  g i v i n g  t h e  names 
o f  h e l i c o p t e r  crews ass igned  t o  them for a p a r t i c u l a r  
o p e r a t i o n  (pg. 3 3 ) .  
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(The hear ing  reconvened a t  1546 hours ,  30 Jan- '  
uary 1970.) 

10: The hea r ing  w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  

RCDR: The following named persons are  p resen t :  LTG 
PEERS, MR MACCRATE, COL ARMSTRONG, and M A J  LYNN. 

S i r ,  t h e  next  wi tness  i s  Major Fred SMITH. 

(MAJ S M I T H  was c a l l e d  a s  a wi tness ,  w a s  sworn, 
and t e s t i f i e d  a s  follows : )  

Major SMITH, f o r  t h e  record ,  would you p l e a s e  
s t a t e  your f u l l  name, grade,  S o c i a l  Secur i ty  number, organ-
i z a t i o n ,  and s t a t i o n .  

A. My name i s  Fred SMITH, Major, I 

S tudent ,  Command and General S t a f f  College,  F o r t  Leaven-
worth,  Kansas. 

RCDR : Thank you. 

10: Major SMITH, on my l e f t  i s  M r .  Robert MACCRATE, 
who i s  a c i v i l i a n  lawyer. He has volunteered h i s  s e r v i c e s  
t c  Secre ta ry  RESOR t o  a s s i s t  us in t h e  rsnduct  of t h i s  in -
v e s t i g a t i o n ,  and a l s o  t o  provide l e g a l  counsel t o  me and 
t h e  o t h e r  members of t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  team. On my r i g h t  
i s  Colonel ARMSTRONG, an Army co lone l ,  who has been desig-
nated by General WESTMORELAND'S o f f i c e  a s  an a s s i s t a n t  i n  
t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  E i t h e r  of t h e s e  gentlemen may a l s o  
address  ques t ions  t o  you t h i s  a f te rnoon.  We have o t h e r  
groups such a s  t h i s  t h a t  a r e  t ak ing  testimony from o t h e r  
i n d i v i d u a l s .  A s  you might we l l  imag.ine, I w i l l  have t h e  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of p u t t i n g  t o g e t h e r  a  r e p o r t ,  t o  weigh t h e  
evidence and t o  determine t h e  f ind ings  and recommendations. 
Now do you have any ques t ions  concerning t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  
and what I ' v e  s a i d  up t o  t h i s  p o i n t ?  

A. No, sir.  

Q Major SMITH, would you i n d i c a t e  your duty as-
signment w i t h i n  t h e  America1 Divis ion;  when you were as-
s igned t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n ;  any change of assignment you may 
have had, inc lud ing  t h e  approximate d a t e s ;  and then ,  of 
course ,  t h e  te rminat ion  of your s e r v i c e  wi th  t h e  d i v i s i o n .  

1 
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A. Yes, sir.  I joined t h e  br igade  i n  June 1 9 6 7 .  
whi le  they were s t a t i o n e d  i n  Hawaii as  t h e  br igade  a v i a t i o n  
o f f i c e r .  I remained t h e  br igade  a v i a t i o n  o f f i c e r  u n t i l  
we went t o  Vietnam. When we a r r i v e d  i n  Vietnam, I a l s o  
took over t h e  d u t i e s  as  br igade  S 3  a i r ,  and a i r f i e l d  com-
mander of an a i r f i e l d  t h a t  was loca ted  a t  Duc Pho. I kep t  
those  t h r e e  jobs during t h e  e n t i r e  year  of my s t a y ,  and 
l e f t  t h e  l a s t  p a r t  of November 1968. 

Q. Good. So you have a  g r e a t  dea l  of c o n t i n u i t y .  
Major SMITH, s i n c e  t h e  My Lai  i n c i d e n t ,  which i s  supposed 
t o  have occurred on about 16 March 1968, became a mat tes  
of p u b l i c  knowledge v i a  t h e  newspaper, r a d i o ,  t e l e v i s i o n ,  
and o t h e r  media about 4 o r  5 months ago, t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  
of September o r  October 1 9 6 9 ,  have you had any conversa t ions  
with anybody from t h e  br igade  o r  from t h e  d i v i s i o n  o r  any 
of t h e  a t t ached  u n i t s  ope ra t ing  i n  t h e  a rea  concerning 
l e t ' s  say t h e  i n c i d e n t  i t s e l f ,  t h e  r epor t ing  of t h e  i n c i d e n t ,  
o r  any of t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  of t h e  i n c i d e n t ?  

A. None about t h e  r e p o r t i n g  o r  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s ,  
sir. Because I was i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  u n i t  and I was t h e r e  
a t  t h e  t ime,  I t a l k e d  t o  t h e  people who were a t  F o r t  Leaven-
worth. Would you l i k e  t h e i r  names, sir.  

Q Y e s .  

A. Colonel LUPER, and I ' m  n o t  s u r e  of h i s  f i r s t  
name. He was t h e r e .  He was br igade a r t i l l e r y  o f f i c e r .  

Q. T h a t ' s  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  commander of t h e  6/11? 

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q. Yes. 

A. Major McKNIGHT, Robert McKNIGHT, who was t h e  
br igade  S3, and t h e  a s s i s t a n t  S3 a t  d i f f e r e n t  t imes dur ing  
my s t a y .  

Q. And you worked d i r e c t l y  with him? 

A. Yes, s ir .  I worked f o r  Major McKNIGHT o r  when 
he was a s s i s t a n t  I worked f o r  h i s  boss ,  whoever t h a t  was, 
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and Major blATOS, who was t h e  a i r f i e l d  commander, and came 
i n  l a t e r  d u r i n g  t h e  y e a r  and s t a y e d  t h e r e  a f t e r  I l e f t .  
t a l k e d  t o  t h o s e  t h r e e  i n d i v i d u a l s .  I t a l k e d  t o  a l i e u t e n a n t  
t h a t  worked f o r  me  i n  t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade,  who i s  ncw a c i v i l i a n  
and going t o  law school  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  of Georgia ,  was 
one of  my p i l o t s .  I t a l k e d  t o  him. H i s  name i s  J e f f r e y  
HOWARD, who was a l i e u t e n a n t ,  made c a p t a i n ,  and i s  o u t  of  
t h e  Army now. I met Major HOPE and Sergeant  KIRKPATRICK i n  
t h e  Kansas C i t y  A i r p o r t ,  and we d i scussed  it on a very 
c a s u a l  l e v e l .  To my knowledge, s i r ,  t h a t ' s  t h e  on ly  people  
t h a t  I ' v e  d i scus sed  it  wi th  t h a t  w a s  t h e r e .  

Q.  A l l  r i g h t .  Now, l e t ' s  come back j u s t  a l i t t l e  
b i t .  What d i d  you d i s c u s s  w i t h  Major McKNIGHT? 

A. Major McKNIGHT, I knew t h a t  h e  was coming up 
h e r e  t o  Washington t o  appear  b e f o r e  t h i s  board ,  and then  
I h e a r d  l a t e r  t h a t  h e  had appeared b e f o r e  ano the r  board.  
And we j u s t  d i s c u s s e d  t h e  fact  t h a t  h e  had appeared.  I d i d  
n o t  ask him any q u e s t i o n s  about t h e  i n c i d e n t ,  because I was 
s u r e  h e  c o u l d n ' t  t e l l  m e .  And when I d i scove red  t h a t  I 
w a s  going t o  appear  b e f o r e  t h e  h e a r i n g ,  I c a l l e d  him t o  g e t  
recommendations f o r  a p l a c e  t o  s t a y  and t o  g e t  a  g e n e r a l  
f e e l  f o r  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  p o r t i o n  of  t h e  h e a r i n g ,  s i r .  

Q. But you d i d n v  t d i s c u s s  t h e  i n c i d e n t  o r  any th ing  
about  i t ?  

A. -No, sir.  

Q.  What do you remember about t h i s  o r  what do you 
remember about  t h a t ?  

A .  I d i d  n o t ,  s i r .  

Q. How about  Colonel  LUPER? 

A. I t h i n k  I asked Colonel  LUPER something t o  t h e  
e f f e c t  t h a t ,  " D i d  you know about  t h e  i n c i d e n t ,  s ir . " And 
h e  s a i d ,  " O h ,  y e s ,  t h e r e  w a s  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n , "  o r  something 
t o  t h a t  n a t u r e .  And t h a t  was g e n e r a l l y  a l l  t h e  conve r sa t ion  
I had w i t h  Colonel  LUPER on t h e  s u b j e c t .  

Q. W a s  t h a t  a f t e r  h e ' d  been back h e r e  o r  was t h i s - -

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I r e a l l y  don'  t know, s ir .  
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c o u l d n ' t  s ay .  I d o n ' t  know when he appeared e x a c t l y .  
I s e e  him i n  s choo l  from t ime t o  t ime ,  i n  t h e  c o f f e e  shop 
o r  i n  t h e  h a l l  o r  i n  h i s  o f f i c e .  And I r e a l l y  c o u l d n ' t  
t e l l  you what t ime it was. I t a l k e d  t o  him a f t e r  h e  had 
came up over  Chris tmas.  He had r ece ived  o r d e r s  t o  come 
TDY j u s t  b e f o r e  Chr i s tmas ,  and I know he  t o l d  m e  he  w a s  
j u s t  b a r e l y  a b l e  t o  make it t o  h i s  home f o r  Chr i s tmas ,  
a t  t h a t  t i m e .  

Q H e  i n d i c a t e d  t o  you t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e r e  had been 
an i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

A. I would n o t  want t o  s ay  he  t o l d  m e  t h a t  some-
t h i n g  had happened. That  an i n c i d e n t  had happened i n  My 
L a i .  But t h a t ' s  a l l  I know, s ir .  And once a g a i n ,  I d i d n ' t  
ask  him any p a r t i c u l a r  q u e s t i o n s ,  and h e  d i d n ' t  d i v u l g e  any 
in fo rma t ion .  

Q. W e l l  j u s t  a l i t t l e  w h i l e  ago, though,  you i n -
d i c a t e d  t h a t  h e  had s a i d  t o  you something t o  t h e  e f f e c t  
t h a t  t h e r e  had been an i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

A. Not t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  s o  much, s ir .  I asked 
him i f  he  was aware o f  t h e  i n c i d e n t ,  and he  s a i d ,  "Yes, h e  
w a s  aware ,"  and I ' m  a lmost  s u r e  he  s a i d  t h e r e  had been an 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  So perhaps  t h a t  w a s  t h e  p o i n t .  

(2 D i d  ile i n d i c a t e  t o  you what t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  t h e  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  were? 

A. No, s ir .  

Q Y o u ' l l  probably be  t h i n k i n g  some more abou t  
t h a t .  

A. A l l  r i g h t ,  s i r .  

Q W e  may come back t o  it. Now how about  t h i s  
l i e u t e n a n t ?  

A. L i e u t e n a n t  HOWARD. He c a l l e d  he about  a month 
a f t e r  t h e  r e l e a s e  had  been made i n  t h e  papers  and on tele-
v i s i o n ,  and w a s  t e l l i n g  me o f  what he  was doing a t  t h a t  
t i m e  and going t o  l a w  s choo l .  I asked him i f  he had been 
aware o f  t h e  i n c i d e n t  i n  Vietnam. 
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Q- What'd he c a l l  you about? 

A. He was going t o  law school ,  and he was going t o  
I t a l y  next  summer. H e  wondered where my next  assignment 
was going t o  be o u t  of F o r t  Leavenworth. 

Q He d i d n ' t  c a l l  t o  t a l k  t o  you about t h e  My Lai  
i n c i d e n t .  

A. No, sir. I brought up t h e  conversa t ion  on t h e  
My Lai  i n c i d e n t .  

Q- Now amongst your o t h e r  c a p a c i t i e s ,  Major SMITH, 
d i d  you a l s o  command t h e  11th  Brigade a v i a t i o n  f l i g h t  de-
tachment? 

A. Yes, sir.  Brigade a v i a t i o n  o f f i c e r ,  t h a t  was 
one of my d u t i e s .  

Q. You, then ,  were t h e  a v i a t i o n  o f f i c e r .  

A.  Y e s ,  sir. 

Q That made you t h e  S3 a i r . ,  d i d n ' t  i t ?  

A. Well, it d i d n ' t  r e a l l y .  I t  was t:%7c s e p a r a t e  
jobs,  b u t  I h e l d  both of them. 

Q Yes, and you were a l s o  t h e  a i r f i e l d  commander 
then? 

A. - Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. You had q u i t e  an i n c l u s i v e  job, didn I t you? 

A .  I was replaced by, I t h i n k ,  t h r e e  majors and a  
c a p t a i n  when I l e f t .  

Q You have a l ready done p a r t  t h a t  I wanted and 
t h a t ' s  t o  go i n t o  a l i t t l e  g r e a t e r  d e t a i l  d e s c r i b i n g  your 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  and funct ions  a s  t h e  a v i a t i o n  o f f i c e r ,  
a s  t h e  S3 a i r ,  and t h e  a i r f i e l d  and t h e  f l i g h t  detachment. 

A. All r i g h t ,  sir.  I ' l l  s t a r t  with t h e  a i r f i e l d  
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command job,  which i s  t h e  s m a l l e s t  o f  t h e  jobs o f  t h e  f o u r  
t h a t  I h e l d .  I was r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  making s u r e  t h a t  t h e  
tower f a c i l i t i e s  w e r e  i n  o p e r a t i o n ,  making s u r e  t h a t  t h e  
proper  r a d i o s  were t h e r e ,  t h a t  t h e  a i r f i e l d  was i n  good re-
p a i r ,  and w e  had a l o t  of  t r o u b l e  w i th  ma in t a in ing  t h e  a i r -  
f i e l d .  I coo rd ina t ed  wi th  t h e  A i r  Force  t o  make s u r e  t h a t  
w e  were meeting wi th  a l l  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  r e q u i r e d ,  and super-  
v i s e d  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  who ran  t h e  a i r f i e l d ,  who w e r e  from 
ano the r  u n i t ,  TDY t o  us .  That  j u s t  about e x p l a i n s  my job 
i n  t h a t  a r e a .  

A s  t h e  b r i g a d e  a v i a t i o n  o f f i c e r  and t h e  b r i g a d e  
S3 a i r ,  t h e  d u t i e s  over lapped  i n  g r e a t  p a r t .  A s  t h e  S3 a i r  
I handled a l l  t h e  r e q u e s t s  f o r  t a c t i c a l  a i r  s t r i k e s .  I 
worked c l o s e l y  w i t h  t h e  B-52 s t r i k e s  and c o o r d i n a t i n g  t h o s e .  
I worked c l o s e l y  w i th  FAC1s, forward a i r  c o n t r o l l e r s ,  and 
t h e i r  l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r s  t o  g i v e  them a r e a s  t o  s e a r c h  o u t ,  
t o  look a t ,  and keep them pos t ed  on t h e  b r i g a d e ' s  p r o g r e s s .  
A s  b r i g a d e  a v i a t i o n  o f f i c e r ,  I w a s  concerned w i t h  s chedu l ing  
a i r c r a f t .  W e  p rov ided  t h e  command and c o n t r o l  a i r c r a f t  
f o r  t h e  b r i g a d e  commander, o r  cou r se ,  and t h i s  was g e n e r a l l y  
o u t  o f  my a s s e t s ,  a l though n o t  always. We provided  command 
and c o n t r o l  h e l i c o p t e r s  f o r  t h e  b a t t a l i o n s ,  a l s o  resupply  
a i r c r a f t .  These w e r e  o u t  of  a s s e t s  t h a t  t h e  d i v i s i o n  a l -  
l o c a t e d  t o  m e ,  e i t h e r  o u t  of  o u r  suppor t ing  a v i a t i o n  com-
pany o r  t h e  a v i a t i o n  b a t t a l i o n  a t  d i v i s i o n .  I coo rd ina t ed  
t h e  combat a s s a u l t s  w i t h  t h e  b a t t a l i o n s .  They would c a l l  
i n ,  make t h e i r  r e q u e s t s  known w i t h  t h e  t i m e s  o r  number o f  
t r o o p s ,  e t  c e t e r a .  I would f i l e  t h e s e ,  c a l l  them i n  t o  
d i v i s i o n ,  and e i t h e r  g e t  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  number o f  h e l i -  
c o p t e r s  o r  no t .  And then  I would t a k e  t h e s e  t o  my b o s s ,  
t h e  S3, and they  would approve o r  d i sapprove  a  p a r t i c u l a r  
combat a s s a u l t .  I took a l l  t h e  supply  r e q u e s t s  f o r  a l l  t h e  
u n i t s  and scheduled  and coo rd ina t ed  bo th  t h e  pickup and t h e  
d e l i v e r y .  Of cou r se  I monitored t h e  C A ' s  a s  t h e y  w e r e  i n  
p rog res s  t o  see i f  t hey  needed a d d i t i o n a l  a i r c r a f t ,  i f  I 
could  g e t  them. 

I n  my job a s  a v i a t i o n  s e c t i o n  commander, because 
I s p e n t  most o f  my t ime i n  t h e  TOC, I only  s u p e r v i s e d  t h e s e  
people  and went down t h e r e  on a d a i l y  b a s i s .  I l i v e d  i n  
t h e  a r e a ,  b u t  I s p e n t  a minor i t y  of  my t ime w i t h  t h e  u n i t  
i t s e l f .  I j u s t  made s u r e  t h a t  t h e  maintenance was up t o  
p a r ,  made s u r e  t h a t  t h e  people  w e r e  performing t h e i r  
d u t i e s ,  and g e n e r a l  command f u n c t i o n .  I t h i n k  t h a t ' s  
ve ry  broad ,  s i r ,  b u t  t h a t  sums it up. 
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Q. Did you have anyth ing  t o  do wi th  r e s p e c t  t o  
t h e  174th? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  I coord ina ted  very c l o s e l y .  I was 
t h e  b r i g a d e ' s  l i n k  wi th  t h e  174th .  I coord ina ted  u s u a l l y  
wi th  t h e i r  o p e r a t i o n s .  And I c a l l e d  i n  o u r  r e q u e s t s  t o  
t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  s e r g e a n t ,  and coord ina ted  w i t h ,  and was very 
good f r i e n d s  wi th  t h e  company commander, n a t u r a l l y ,  working 
very c l o s e l y  wi th  him. 

Q Do you remember t h e  name of your ALO a t  t h a t  
t ime? 

A. S i r ,  w e  had,  I t h i n k ,  about  t h r e e  A L O ' s ,  and 
t h e  one t h a t  was wi th  us i n  Hawaii, t h e  name i s  on t h e  t i p  
o f  my tongue,  b u t  I h a v e n ' t  thought  of  it f o r  s o  long ,  I 
c a n ' t  remember it. H e  was r ep laced  by a Major HARTENBOWER, 
who was o u r  ALO. 

Q When d i d  HARTENBOWER come i n ?  

A. S i r ,  I could n o t  even make a guess .  I r e a l l y  
c o u l d n ' t .  H e  was t h e r e  f o r  a cons ide rab le  p e r i o d  of t i m e ,  
b u t  I d o n ' t  know what t i m e  he a r r i v e d .  

Q. I t a k e  it then  p a r t  of  your  d u t i e s  a s  t h e  avia-
t i o n  o f f i c e r  and i n  e s t a b l i s h i n g  requirements  f o r  h e l i c o p t e r s  
was t o  make known t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n  what your  requirements  
were f o r  each day. 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. Was t h e r e  a s p e c i f i c  t ime t h a t  you had t o  g e t  
your  r e q u e s t s  i n ?  

A. W e  w e r e  supposed t o  g e t  t h e  r e q u e s t s  i n  by ,  I 
b e l i e v e ,  1530, s i r ,  each day. The e a r l i e r  w e  could g e t  
them i n ,  t h e  b e t t e r .  Sometimes of course  we w e r e  n o t  a b l e  
t o  g e t  them i n  a t  1530, and they  would t ake  them l a t e r .  
But they  had t o  b r i e f  t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander sometime i n  
t h e  a f t e rnoon ,  s o  I b e l i e v e  1530 was t h e  dead l ine  they  gave 
t o  us.  

Q And they have work t o  do a f t e r  t h a t ,  s o  t h a t  
t hey  can g e t  t h e i r  breakout .  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  And then  they  would c a l l  us back,  
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u s u a l l y  l a t e  a t  n i g h t ,  q u i t e  l a t e  a t  n i g h t ,  t h a t  i s  8 , 9 ,  
1 0  o ' c l o c k ,  b e f o r e  we would a c t u a l l y  g e t  t h e  word o f  
h e l i c o p t e r s  f o r  t h e  n e x t  day. 

Q Did your  crews i n  t h e  f l i g h t  detachment ,  d i d  t h e y  
p r e p a r e  a f t e r  a c t i o n  r e p o r t s ,  f l i g h t  r e p o r t s ?  

A. W e  p repared  a  r e p o r t .  Yes, sir .  I t  w a s  a 
b r i e f  r e p o r t  showing t h e  t i m e  we had flown, t h e  d i s t a n c e ,  
passenger  m i l e s ,  h i t s ,  i f  any,  t h i s  s o r t  o f  r e p o r t ,  sir .  

Q Was t h e r e  any d i s c u s s i o n  concerning unusual  i n -
c i d e n t s  o r  any th ing  o f  t h i s  n a t u r e ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  w e  t a l k e d  about  it. I f l e w  w i t h  them. 
When I f i r s t  a r r i v e d  o v e r  t h e r e ,  I f lew wi th  them a l o t ,  
and a s  t h e  t o u r  went on ,  I f lew l e s s  because they  were a b l e  
t o  hand le  it more. But I t a l k e d  w i t h  my p i l o t s  u s u a l l y  every  
n i g h t ,  and w e  would d i s c u s s  t h e s e  t h i n g s .  

Q a I t h i n k  M r .  MACCRATE w i l l  want t o  t a l k  t o  you 
about  t h e  ass ignment  o f  a i r c r a f t  on t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  day.  
I ' m  going t o  l e a v e  f o r  j u s t  a few minutes ,  b u t  on t h i s  
p a r t i c u l a r  day,  w e  know t h a t  t h e  174 th ,  f o r  t h e  b r i g a d e ,  
s u p p l i e d  two guns and n i n e  s l i c k s .  But i n  l ook ing  a t  t h e  
p i c t u r e s  of  t h i s  a i r  o p e r a t i o n ,  we f i n d  t h a t  t h e  a c t u a l  
combat a s s a u l t  c o n s i s t e d  o f  two guns and n i n e  s l i c k s ,  b u t  
some o f  t h e  l i f t  a i r c r a f t ,  t h e  s l i c k s ,  were n o t  i n  t h e  
174th .  They were i n  f a c t  from t h e  7 1 s t ,  which I t h i n k  
you r e f e r r e d  t o  as t h e  R a t t l e r s .  

A. I t h i n k  t h a t  was t h e i r  name, s i r .  I ' m  f a m i l i a r  
w i t h  t h e  number o f  t h e  71s t .  

Q There were one o r  mqre a i r c r a f t  i n  t h e r e  a l s o  
from t h e  176th .  So it would appear  t o  m e  t h a t  maybe 
what happened i s  t h a t  some of  t h e  174th  a i r c r a f t  w e r e  
p u l l e d  o f f  f o r  resupply  miss ions  w i t h i n  t h e  b r i g a d e  and 
t h o s e  a i r c r a f t  r ep l aced  by a i r c r a f t  which w e r e  p rov ided  
by t h e  1 4 t h  B a t t a l i o n .  

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q From Chu La i .  The 176th  o r  t h e  7 1 s t .  

A. I ' m  n o t  s u r e  I unders tand  what t h e  q u e s t i o n  
i s ,  s i r .  
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Q W e l l ,  t h e  q u e s t i o n  i s  we ' r e  t r y i n g  t o  f i g u r e  
o u t  where a l l  t h e s e  h e l i c o p t e r s  were t h i s  day. 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q- I n c l u d i n g  t h e  gunships  and i n c l u d i n g  t h e  l i f t  
s h i p s .  And i f  you look a t  it y o u ' l l  see t h a t  t h e  174th 
provided n i n e  s l i c k s  and two guns and you f i n d  t h a t  t h e  
l i f t  i n  from LZ D o t t i e ,  l e t ' s  s a y ,  t o  t h e  LZ w a s  w i t h  two 
guns and n i n e  s l i c k s .  I t h i n k  t h e  l o g i c a l  assumption i s  
t h a t  w e l l ,  t h e y ' r e  a l l  from t h e  174th?  

A. No, s i r ,  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y .  They o f t e n ,  when 
t h e  174th had maintenance problems o r  c o u l d n ' t  p rov ide  
a c e r t a i n  number of  a i r c r a f t ,  f o r  C A ' s  e s p e c i a l l y ,  w e  would 
g e t  a i r c r a f t  from t h e  two o t h e r  s l i c k  companies i n  t h e  
1 4 t h  Avia t ion  B a t t a l i o n .  They worked t o g e t h e r  a l o t ,  and w e  
had mixed C A ' s  w i t h  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  companies q u i t e  o f t e n .  

Q. W e l l ,  I t h i n k  you can see why w e ' r e  i n t e r e s t e d  
i n  t h i s ,  p r i m a r i l y  because w e  a l s o  have some a i r c r a f t  t h a t  
were on r e supp ly  miss ions  and C&C miss ions  t h a t  day t h a t  
were doing some t h i n g s .  We want t o  f i n d  o u t  who was 
f l y i n g  them, and u n l e s s  w e  can make up who w a s  f l y i n g  
i n  t h e  two and t h e  n i n e ,  i t ' s  p r e t t y  h a r d  t o  f i g u r e  o u t  
who w a s  f l y i n g  i n  t h e  o t h e r  ones?  

A. I t h i n k  t h a t  my c o n f u s i o n ' s  coming from your  
s a y i n g  t h a t  w e  g o t  two Hueys and n i n e  s l i c k s  from t h e  174 th ,  
two guns and n i n e  s l i c k s ?  

Q. T h a t ' s  r i g h t ,  two guns,  a p a i r  o f  guns and n i n e  
s l i c k s  i n  t h e  174th .  

A. And t h a t ' s  what w e  r a n  o u r  CA w i t h .  

Q. W e l l ,  t h a t ' s  r i g h t ,  t h e  same number. But i n  
t h a t  f l i g h t  o f  n i n e ,  t h e r e  w e r e  a t  l e a s t  t h r e e  o r  f o u r  
o r  maybe f i v e  a i r c r a f t  from t h e  7 1 s t  and t h e  176th .  
The re fo re  t h e r e  must have been some s u b s t i t u t i o n  i n  t h e r e ?  

A. Okay. I t h i n k  I see what you mean. 

Q A l l  r i g h t .  L e t ' s  j u s t  t a k e  about  a 10-minute 
r e c e s s  r i g h t  now. 
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(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  1605 h o u r s ,  30 Jan-
uary 1970.) 

The h e a r i n g  w a s  c a l l e d  t o  o r d e r  a t  1617 h o u r s ,  
30 January 1970. ) 

10: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR: The fo l lowing  named persons  a r e  p r e s e n t :  LTG 
PEERS, COL ARMSTRONG, LTC PATTERSON, and MAJ LYNN. . 

I0 : Major SMITH, w e  unders tand  t h a t  sometime a long  
about t h e  1 7 t h  o r  t h e  1 8 t h  Colonel  HENDERSON wanted t o  g e t  
a r e p o r t  on what t h e  gunships  had ,done t h a t  day,  on t h e  1 6 t h .  
Do you remember t h a t  s i t u a t i o n ?  

A. No, sir, I d o n ' t .  I was TDY away from Duc Pho 
from t h e  1 3 t h  through t h e  1 8 t h ,  and I a r r i v e d  back l a t e  i n  
t h e  day on t h e  1 8 t h .  

Q On t h e  1 8 t h .  Well ,  t hen  d i d  you h e a r  anyth ing?  
Ac tua l ly  it should  have been on t h e  evening o f  t h e  1 8 t h  when 
Colonel  HENDERSON p u t  o u t  t h e  word t o  f i n d  o u t  what t h e  
gunships  d i d  t h a t  day. 

A. I have no r e c o l l e c t i o n  of  t h a t  whatsoever .  

Q . Did you have any knowledqe o f  a r e p o r t  going 
back i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  t h e  gunships  h a d n ' t  done any th ing  un-
usua l  t h a t  day e x c e p t  f i r e  t h e  necessary  s u p p r e s s i v e  f i r e  
f o r  t h e  combat a s s a u l t ?  

A. I have no knowledge of  any r e p o r t ,  s ir .  

Q A s  t h e  a v i a t i o n  o f f i c e r ,  w e r e  you a l s o  r e s p o n s i b l e  
f o r  ma in t a in ing  a  degree  o f  l i a i s o n  wi th  t h e  123d B a t t a l i o n  
a s  f a r  as a r r a n g i n g  f o r  ae ro-scout  s u p p o r t ,  gunship suppor t ?  

A. No, s i r .  S t r a n g e l y  enough, t h e  aero-scout  p l a -
toon ,  s i n c e  it was looked on more a s  a t a c t i c a l  u n i t ,  w a s  
handled by t h e  3 w i t h  t h e  3, and I d i d  n o t  g e t  involved  i n  
anyth ing  e x c e p t  on r a r e  occas ions  when they  might ask  m e  
t o  make a c a l l  f o r  them, b u t  normally it w a s  handled  on a 
3-to-3 b a s i s ,  because they  d i d n ' t  c o n s i d e r  i t  a normal av i a -
t i o n  a s s e t .  

Q You were gone from t h e  1 3 t h  t o  t h e  1 8 t h ?  
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A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q =  Where w e r e  you a t  t h a t  t ime? 

A. I was a t  Vung Tau from t h e  1 3 t h  u n t i l  t h e  1 7 t h ;  
and t h e  1 7 t h  I a r r i v e d  back t r y i n g  t o  g e t  back home. I ar-
r i v e d  a t  Q u i  Nhon and I c o u l d n ' t  g e t  a f l i g h t  o u t  o f  Qu i  
Nhon on t h e  17 th .  So I s t a y e d  t h e r e  and went back t o  Chu 
L a i  t h e  1 8 t h .  Then from Chu L a i  I g o t  back t o  Duc Pho. 
I d o n ' t  remember t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  t imes  involved .  though. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  h e a r i n g  about  one o f  t h e  p i l o t s  
i n  t h e  123d r e p o r t i n g  t h a t  he  had observed what he  con-
s i d e r e d  t o  b e  unnecessary and i n d i s c r i m i n a t e  k i l l i n g  o f  
women and c h i l d r e n  i n  t h e  area o f  P i n k v i l l e  on t h e  16 th?  

A. No, sir.  

Q When t h e  a r t i c l e  came o u t  i n  t h e  b r i g a d e  news-
paper  i n  The T r i d e n t  on t h e  22d, which had an a r t i c l e  i n  
it concern ing  t h e  Task Force  Barker ,  it gave t h e  account  
o f  128 VC K I A ,  2 U.S. K I A ,  and 3 weapons cap tu red .  Do 
you r e c a l l  any d i s c u s s i o n  around t h e r e  concerning t h e  sma l l  
weapons count?  

A. No, sir. 

Q Did a c h a p l a i n  e v e r  come down and t a l k  t o  you 
o r  ask  any q u e s t i o n s  concern ing  a r e p o r t  which he  had con-
c e r n i n g  unnecessary k i l l i n g  o f  c i v i l i a n s ?  

A. I t a l k e d  t o  t h e  c h a p l a i n  u s u a l l y  on a d a i l y  
b a s i s ,  s i r ,  on a c a s u a l  acqua in tence ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  remember 
such conve r sa t ions  a s  t h a t ,  sir. 

Q. One o f  your  p i l o t s  i n  your  f l i g h t  detachment 
was a w a r r a n t  o f f i c e r  by t h e  name o f  H0NDA;I b e l i e v e .  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. Was h e  a p r e t t y  good p i l o t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  an o u t s t a n d i n g  p i l o t .  

Q Along about  t h i s  t i m e  do you remember him coming 
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back and t e l l i n g  you o r  r e p o r t i n g  s e e i n g  a woman k i l l e d .  
whose body was l y i n g  a l o n g s i d e  t h e  road and had h e r  spread-
eag led  w i t h  t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade pa t ch  between h e r  l e g s ?  

A. No, sir.  

Q Did HONDA r e p o r t  t o  you a d i s c u s s i o n  which h e  
had wi th  one of  t h e  ground commanders concern ing  t h e  k i l l i n g  
of an i n d i v i d u a l  who w a s  l y i n g  i n  t h e  f i e l d ,  which HONDA 
was marking. The f e l l a  came up, h e  nudged him, and t h e n  
s h o t  him? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember t h e  c o n v e r s a t i o n ,  s ir .  

Q I f  t h i s  happened would you have expec ted  t h a t  
t h a t  would have been r e p o r t e d  t o  you? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. Do you recall  HONDA o r  any of  t h e  o t h e r  people
i n  t h e  a i r c r a f t  o r  on t h e  f l i g h t ,  which I unders tand  they,  
f l ew i n  H-23's i n  p a i r s  w i t h  no gunship s u p p o r t ,  i n d i c a t i n g  
t h a t  j u s t  e a s t  of  what w e  now r e f e r  t o  a s  My L a i  ( 4 )  o r  i n  
t h a t  a r e a  by H i l l  85--Do you know where H i l l  85 i s ?  

A. No, s ir .  

Q Y e s ,  w e l l ,  l e t  m e  a c q u a i n t  you w i t h  a l i t t l e  
b i t  o f  t h e  t e r r a i n .  This  i s  j u s t  a blowup ( E x h i b i t  MAP-1) 
of  t h i s  s e c t i o n  of  t h e  map ( E x h i b i t  MAP-5). You n o t i c e  
h e r e  i s  Quang Ngai C i ty .  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q Highway 1, P i n k v i l l e ,  which y o u ' l l  p robably  re-
member. his i s  a c t u a l l y  My L a i  (1). 
A. Yes, s i r .  

Q According t o  t h e  way they  have it marked on t h e  
map, t h i s  i s  My L a i  ( 4 )  i n  t h i s  a r e a  t h a t  you see .  He re ' s  
H i l l  85 ,  sometimes they  r e f e r  t o  it as "Elephant  K n o l l " .  
Remember t h e  c i t a d e l ?  

A. Yes, sir. I remember t h e  c i t a d e l .  

(SMITH) 1 2  
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Q W e l l ,  they have what they c a l l  Buddha Mountain 
c i t a d e l  and H i l l  85 a r e  p r e t t y  much i n  a d i r e c t  l i n e  with 
one another .  This  i s  a b i g  ARVN a r e a  o u t  over  looking t h e  
c o a s t  . 
A. Right ,  sir.  

Q Operating i n  t h i s  a r e a  on t h i s  day, he p icks  
up a body o f  a woman l y i n g  a longs ide  of  t h e  road h e r e ,  
b lack  pajamed with an 11th Brigade patch i n  he r  c ro tch .  
Up i n  t h i s  a r e a  he s p o t s  a man l y i n g  i n  t h e  f i e l d .  He's 
no t  s u r e  what he  's doing. The man won ' t move. So he 
hovers over  him, marks him with smoke. The l e a d  element 
man, p o i n t  man, goes over ,  nudged him, no a c t i o n ,  s h o t  him. 
When he  comes back down i n  t h i s  a r e a  t o  t h e  e a s t  of t h e  
v i l l a g e  he s p o t s  1 0  mi l i ta ry-age  males. Five of them t a k e  
o f f  i n t o  a hootch o r  a bunker, and t h e  o t h e r  f i v e  j u s t  s o r t  
of t rudge along,  apparent ly  n o t  paying any a t t e n t i o n  t o  him, 
obviously be ing  prepared t o  move. And subsequent ly they 
d i d  a l s o  go i n  t h e  bunker. One of  them i n  p a r t i c u l a r  was 
caught ou t  i n  t h e  open before  t h i s .  And he took o f f  h i s  
s h i r t  and j u s t  waved it i n  t h e  a i r  and jumped up and down 
t o  make s u r e  t h e  people saw him and know t h a t  he d i d n ' t  
have a weapon. Now, was any of t h i s  expla ined  t o  you? 

A .  I d o n ' t  remember any of  it. 

Q. This  i s  why I asked you t h e  ques t ion  whether 
p i l o t s  f i l e d  a f t e r  a c t i o n  r e p o r t s ,  why t h i s  k ind  of i n f o r -
mation wasn ' t  c a l l e d  t o  your a t t e n t i o n ?  

A. I c a n ' t  imagine, sir.  

Q. Now you l i v e d  p r e t t y  c l o s e  with t h e  1'14th t h e r e ,  
and I would imagine t h a t  you probably used t h e i r  c lub  and s o  
f o r t h  from time t o  time. id you ever  h e a r  any t a l k i n g  over  
i n  t h e r e  about any c o n f l i c t  between themselves and t h e  War-
l o r d s  o r  anything about some women and ch i ld ren  be ing  k i l l e d  
up t h e r e  i n  t h e  a rea  of My Lai ( 4 )  dur ing  t h i s  pe r iod  while  
you were gone down t o  Vung Tau? 

A. No, sir.  I f  I could e x p l a i n  t h a t  s l i g h t l y .  The 
f i r s t  p a r t  of  your ques t ion  of comparing themself wi th  t h e  
Warlords, o f  course  t h e r e ' s  always t h e  k ind  of  conversa t ion  
t h a t  t a l k s  about  o t h e r  u n i t s  comparing them with t h e i r  own 
u n i t ,  b u t  I don1t--
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Q .  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Well ,  I ' m  t a l k i n g  abou t  a  s p e c i f i c  
s i t u a t i o n  which a c t u a l l y  was supposed t o  have t aken  p l a c e  
n o r t h  of  H i l l  85. They were i n  t h e  a f t e rma th  of it w h i l e  they 
were s o r t  of  accus ing  themselves  of be ing  t r i gge r -happy ,  s o  
t o  speak.  I n  f a c t  we have it t h a t  t h e  123d moved o u t  of 
t h e  a r e a  and went down and f lew a long  t h e  Song T r a  Khuc 
River wh i l e  t h e  o t h e r  people  were up t h e r e  j u s t  s o  they  
wouldn ' t  have any a i r  space  problems. Were you e v e r  aware 
t h a t  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  w a s  be ing  conducted? 

A. No, s i r .  I w a s  n o t  aware of t h e  a l l e g e d  i n c i d e n t .  

Q W e l l  you were i n  t h e  TOC a l l  t h e  t ime.  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q Your b u s i n e s s  w a s  i n  t h e  TOC. 

' A. Y e s ,  sir. I s t a y e d  i n  t h e  TOC. 

Q. And who r a n  t h e  TOC? B a s i c a l l y ,  amongst o t h e r  
t h i n g s ,  Major McKNIGHT d i d  supe rv i se  t h e  TOC. I r ecogn ize  
t h a t  he d i d n ' t  l i v e  i n  t h e  TOC. He had people  t o  run  t h e  
TOC, b u t  he w a s  i n  and o u t  of  t h e r e  a l l  t h e  t i m e .  You w e r e  
i n  and o u t  of t h e r e  a l l  t h e  t ime.  You probably had t o  work 
very c l o s e l y  t o g e t h e r .  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q - Did he o r  t h e  S2, Colonel  BLACKLEDGE, o r  anybody 
e v e r  mention t h e  f a c t  t h a t  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was underway 
o r  anyth ing  t h a t  would have i n d i c a t e d  tha t - -

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  No, sir.  I have no memory. I f  
they e v e r  mentioned it ,  it made no impress ion  a t  a l l  upon 
me, because I w a s  complete ly  s u r p r i s e d  when I f i r s t  hea rd  
about  t h e  i n c i d e n t .  

Q Y e s .  Well ,  t h e s e  t h i n g s ,  sometimes people  s t u f f  
them i n  t h e  back of t h e i r  minds, and they  f o r g e t  about  
them u n t i l  such t i m e  a s  t hey  g e t  some r e f r e s h e r s ,  and then  
t h i n g s  s ta r t  coming t o  l i g h t .  For t h i s  r ea son  I ' m  going 
t o  ask you t o  con t inue  t o  t h i n k  about  t h i s  t h i n g ,  and w e  
a r e  a l r e a d y  i n t o  it i n  very  g r e a t  dep th .  We know a g r e a t  
d e a l  of what t r a n s p i r e d  s o  t h a t  now w e ' r e  a t  t h e  p o i n t  where 
some l i t t l e  h i t s  and p i e c e s  make q u i t e  a l i t t l e  b i t  of  
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d i f f e r e n c e  i n  looking  a t  it, s i g n i f i c a n t  t o  t h e  r e p o r t  
which w e ' r e  p repa r ing .  This  i s  t h e  reason why w e  ' re  t r y i n g  
t o  d i g  o u t  t h e s e  t h i n g s ,  t o  f i t  i n t o  p l a c e ,  and t h a t ' s  t h e  
r ea son  why w e ' r e  d i r e c t i n g  t h i s  l i n e  o f  q u e s t i o n i n g  t o  you. 

I ' d  l i k e  t o  go back t o  t h e  p e r i o d  of  Te t .  Were 
you a t  Duc Pho du r ing  Te t?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q How bad ly  w a s  your  a i r c r a f t  c a p a b i l i t y  impaired 
as a r e s u l t  o f  Te t?  

A. Very much, s i r .  Every a i r c r a f t  t h a t  I had i n  
my b r i g a d e  a v i a t i o n  s e c t i o n  w a s  h i t  w i th  s h r a p n e l  and a 
g r e a t  many o f  t h e  174th  w e r e  h i t .  W e  were j u s t  a lmost  
o u t  of  b u s i n e s s  f o r  a few days u n t i l  w e  cou ld  g e t  s h e e t  
meta l  r e p a i r  and o t h e r  r e p a i r .  

By 1 5  March what k i n d  o f  c o n d i t i o n  were you i n ?Q.
By t h e  t i m e  you went down t o  Vung Tau? What'd you go 
down t o  Vung Tau f o r ,  t o  p i c k  up some s p a r e  p a r t s ?  

A. No, sir. I went down t o  g e t  checked o u t  i n  
an OH-6, a new type  o f  h e l i c o p t e r  t h a t  t h e  b r i g a d e  w a s  
going t o  g e t  i n  a s h o r t  t ime.  This  was t h e  on ly  t r a n s i t i o n  
schoo l  t h a t  t h e y  had,  a t  t h a t  t ime ,  i n  t h e  count ry .  S i r ,  
I r e a l l y  d o n ' t  remember what it w a s .  I would assume t h a t  it 
was adequa te  and up t o  s t r e n g t h .  

Q. I d o n ' t  mean t o  remember t h e  e x a c t  number. I 
d o n ' t  run h e l i c o p t e r  u n i t s ,  b u t  I can t e l l  you t h e  con-
d i t i o n  o f  a g r e a t  number o f  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  u n i t s  th roughout  
I1 Corps a t  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  t ime.  I w a s n ' t  1-cdking a t  t h e  
174 th ,  and a few h e l i c o p t e r s  i n  t h e  f l i g h t  detachment.  You 
must have some k i n d  o f  an i d e a  about  how long  it took t o  
g e t  t h o s e  s l i c k s  and t h e  o t h e r  guns f l y i n g ,  and your  H-23's 
and whether o r  n o t  you had any replacement  a i r c r a f t  and t h i n g s  
of  t h i s  ca t ego ry .  

A. What w a s  t h e  d a t e  o f  T e t ,  s i r ,  p l e a s e ?  

Q. W e l l ,  T e t  was t h e  l a s t  day o f  January .  

A. 31 January? So w e  had 45 days .  I n  t h a t  p e r i o d  
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of t i m e ,  s i r ,  I ' d  say we were a lmost  complete ly  recovered  
from any Te t  damage. 

Q Had you g o t  i n  some new a i r c r a f t  o r  replacement
a i r c r a f t ?  

A. I had r e c e i v e d  some Hueys wh i l e  we w e r e  i n  count ry  
and I b e l i e v e  t h a t  we were a b l e  t o  pa t ch  up o u r  a i r c r a f t .  I 
d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  I r e p l a c e d  any a t  t h a t  t i m e .  I t h i n k  we--

, Q - ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I ' m  n o t  s o  much t a l k i n g  about  
you, f r a n k l y .  I t h i n k  your a i r c r a f t  were known a s  PRIMO,.  
weren' t they?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  
n . 

Q I ' m  t h i n k i n g  p r i m a r i l y  about  t h e  gunship and 
t h e  s l i c k  c a p a b i l i t y  of  t h e  174th.  

A. The gunship w a s  always r a t h e r  c r i t i c a l  because 
. t h e  a i r c r a f t  were s o  o l d .  

Q What were they f l y i n g ,  B's o r  C ' s ?  

A. They were' f l y i n g  B models, s i r ,  and they  had 
a c o n t i n u a l  problem wi th  them. When T e t  o c c u r r e d ,  most 

, of t h e  a v i a t i o n  u n i t s  were a l s o  h i t  e q u a l l y  a s  bad. I d o n ' t  
' b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  was a b l e  t o  h e l p  t h e  174th.  I 

t h i n k , - t h r o u g h  a l o t  of maintenance,  t hey  brought  themselves 
up. And I d o n ' t  know of  any replacement  a i r c r a f t .  Of 
course ,  and once aga in  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  t i m e  
frame h e r e ,  b u t  t h e  174th  was t r a d i n g  i n  i t s  o l d e r  a i r c r a f t  
and g e t t i n g  new a i r c r a f t  f o r  a c o n s i d e r a b l e  p o r t i o n  of 
t he  t ime w e  w e r e  i n  Vietnam. 

Q Y e s .  What model a i r c r a f t  were t hey  g e t t i n g ?  

A. They w e r e  g e t t i n g  i n  t h e  D models, s i r ,  and--

Q . ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Oh, h e l l ,  they must have been 
g e t t i n g  F ' s !  

A - H models, s ir .  

Q. F ' s  o r  H ,  ye s .  
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A .  Yes, s ir .  I b e l i e v e  it was t h e  H model they 
were g e t t i n g .  

Q H model. 

A. Yes, sir.  

Q I g o t  H ' s  when I had t h e  4th I n f a n t r y  Divis ion 
i n  t h e  highlands i n  1967. They were one of t h e  replacement 
types.  

A. We were one of t h e  l a s t .  

Q- You d i d n ' t  need them l i k e  we d id  i n  t h e  high-
lands .  I i n d i c a t e d ,  what we a r e  t r y i n g  t o  do i s  t o  t r y  
t o  r e c o n s t r u c t ,  a s  b e s t  we can, where t h e s e  a i r c r a f t  came 
from on t h i s  day s o  t h a t  we can t r y  t o  f i g u r e  o u t  whose 
a i r p l a n e  was f l y i n g  what s p e c i f i c  mission. Colonel PAT-
TERSON has been fol lowing t h i s  very c l o s e l y ,  and I would 
be s u r e  has it almost pinned down on t h e  but ton  as  f a r  
a s  t h e  123d i s  concerned. So I don 't t h i n k  we have too  
much problem t h e r e .  But we do have s t i l l  some problems 
with t h e  loose  h e l i c o p t e r s  t h a t  were around t h i s  a r e a  
of Son My Vi l l age .  That i s  t h e  name of  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  gen-
e r a l l y ,  t h a t  i s  o u t l i n e d  i n  t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  a rea  of Task 
Force Barker on t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  day. By t h i s  means we 
may then  be a b l e  t o  l o c a t e  t h e  p i l o t  o r  t h e  c o p i l o t  o r  
t h e  doorgunners. To r e p e a t  what I have s a i d  t h e  records 
show t h a t  t h e  174th t h a t  day provided 2 guns and 9 s l i c k s  
t o  t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade. That was t h e i r  t o t a l  c o n t r i b u t i o n .  
We know t h a t  when t h e  combat a s s a u l t  was made, t h a t  i t  
was made wi th  2  and 2 b u t  a s  I i n d i c a t e d  b e f o r e ,  we a l s o  
know t h a t  some of t h e  a i r c r a f t  i n  t h e  combat a s s a u l t  d i d  
no t  belong t o  t h e  174th.  Therefore it seems l o g i c a l  
t h a t  it would follow t h a t  t h e r e  must have becn some sub-
s t i t u t i o n  f o r  a i r c r a f t  s o  t h a t  t h e  174th a i r c r a f t  could 
have been used f o r  resupply missions and o t h e r  such re-
quirements w i t h i n  t h e  br igade .  

A .  Yes, s i r .  

Q. I have he re  some photos.  I have h e r e  photos 
Exh ib i t s  P-123, 1 2 4 ,  and 1 2 7 .  These photos were taken 
a t  t h e  pickup zone a t  LZ Dot t ie .  You might want t o  s l i d e  
those  photos o u t  of  t h e r e  when you look a t  i t ,  and p u t  
it back i n .  , 
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A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q .  To j u s t  s e e  i f  you can i d e n t i f y  what u n i t  t h o s e  
a i r c r a f t  came from. Some o f  them may n o t  be  from t h e  same 
u n i t .  We're on t h e  r eco rd .  

A. Th is  p a r t i c u l a r  p i c t u r e ,  s i r ,  P-127, t h i s  i s  
a 174th  a i r c r a f t ,  I ' m  a lmost  s u r e ,  w i th  t h e  do lph in  on t h e  
f r o n t  . 
Q A b l u e  do lph in  on t h e  f r o n t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q The a i r c r a f t  i n  P-127, Major SMITH i n d i c a t e d  
i s  a do lph in  a i r c r a f t .  

A. I'm t r y i n g  t o  remember, and I c a n ' t ,  t h e  c o l o r  
code o f  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  companies i n  t h e  a v i a t i o n  b a t t a l i o n ,  
I r e a l l y  c a n ' t .  I see h e r e  a w h i t e  mark o r  a p i e c e  o f  w h i t e  
p a i n t  on t h e  t a i l  o f  one of  t h e  a i r c r a f t  and it--

Q . ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  On t h e  t a i l ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  On t h i s  one r i g h t  h e r e .  

Q . You' re  r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h i s  o r  a r e  you r e f e r r i n g  
t o  t h e  band? 

A. No, s i r ,  t h e  l i t t l e  s p o t  back h e r e .  

Q Well,  w a s n ' t  t h e r e  some marking, an i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  
w i t h  t h e  band around t h e  t a i l  boom? 

A .  Y e s ,  sir. The band was i d e n t i f i c a t i o n .  Each 
company had w h i t e  w i t h  a d i f f e r e n t  c o l o r  i n  t h e  c e n t e r ,  b u t  
I d o n ' t  remember which w a s  which. 

Q On t h e  t a i l  boom, t h i s  marking h e r e ,  d i d  n o t  
t h e  176th  have a d i s t i n c t i v e  i n s i g n i a  which t h e y  had on 
t h e i r  t a i l  booms? Were they  n o t  known a s  t h e  Minutemen? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  remember t h e  i n s i g n i a .  

Q .  Well I ' m  n o t  going t o  p u t  t hough t s  i n  your  head 
o r  any th ing  l i k e  t h a t ,  b u t  w e  have been t o l d  by some o f  t h e  
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people t h a t  l i v e d  nea r  t h i s  a r e a  t h a t  t h i s  i s  t h e  a i r c r a f t  
of t h e  176th wi th  t h e  Minutemen pa in ted  i n  whi te  on--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  On t h e  t a i l ,  sir.  

Q On t h e  t a i l .  J u s t  t h e  t a i l ,  o r  t h e  t a i l  boom? 

A. T h a t ' s  t h e  t a i l ,  t o  me, s ir .  

Q. That ' s  t h e  t a i l ?  

A. Yes, s i r ,  t h a t  seems f a m i l i a r .  

Q. Well, so  you s e e  t h a t  i n  t h e s e  - a i r c r a f t  t h i s  
day, you a l ready  picked up one of  t h e  176th.  

A. One of t h e  u n i t s  had t h e  underside of t h e  t a i l  
cone pa in ted ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  s e e  any of  those  i n  he re .  

Q Yes. Now, what happened t o  t h e  o t h e r  one we 
had? Is t h i s  127? Oh t h i s  i s  t h e  one t h a t  had t h e  Dolphin? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q - Yes. Here is this same a i r c r a f t ,  you s e e ,  
i n  P-124 and wha t ' s  t h a t ,  123? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  I c o u l d n ' t  i d e n t i f y  them a s  being 
any p a r t i c u l a r  u n i t .  

Q. A l l  r i g h t .  Fine.  Here 's  another  p i c t u r e ,  
Exh ib i t  P-26C, which i s  a l s o  taken a t  LZ Dot t ie .  

A.  There a r e  some whi te  markings on t h e  nose of 
t h r e e  of them, b u t  I c a n ' t  make o u t  any i n s i g n i a  and 
c o u l d n ' t  i d e n t i f y  t h e  a i r c r a f t .  

Q. I have here  another  l i f t .  This  i s  taken e n  
rou te  t o  t h e  LZ. Did you g e t  t h e  number of t h a t ?  

A. This  i s  27C.  

Q P-27 Char l ie .  

A .  Well t h e  f i r s t  i s ,  of course ,  d i s t i n c t i v e  be-
cause it d o e s n ' t  have a s t r i p e ,  b u t  I have no way f o r  
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f u r t h e r  i d e n t i f y i n g  it. I t  d o e s n ' t  appear t h a t  t h e  second 
one has a s t r i p e  on it e i t h e r .  It  looks l i k e  i t s  t a i l  i s  
c lean .  But I s e e  something on t h e  nose of t h e  second 
a i r c r a f t  i n  t h e  p i c t u r e  t h a t  I assume i s  an i n s i g n i a  be-
cause I doubt i f  we would be g e t t i n g  a  g l a r e  from t h a t  
por t ion  of t h e  a i r c r a f t ,  b u t  I c a n ' t  i d e n t i f y  it. 

Q Y e s .  A l l  r i g h t .  

LTC PATTERSON: Do a l l  of t h e  a i r c r a f t  i n  t h e  14 th  Bat-
t a l i o n  have s t r i p e s  on t h e i r  t a i l s ?  

A. No, not  a l l  of  them because they were con-
t i n u a l l y ,  you know, r ep lac ing  a i r c r a f t  and g e t t i n g  i n  
new ones. Sometime t h a t  a i r c r a f t  had t o  go o u t  and they  
d i d n ' t  p a i n t  it, and you might s e e  a i r c r a f t  wi thou t  them 
f o r  some t i m e .  But they  t r i e d ,  g e n e r a l l y , . t o  p a i n t  them 
a s  soon a s  they  had t h e  chance. 

10: I have h e r e  another  photo which has  been en-
t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  record  a s  Exh ib i t  P-65. 

A. Yes, s ir .  The f i r s t  a i r c r a f t  i s  d e f i n i t e l y  
a dolphin.  And it appears t h a t  t h e  second one i s  a r a t t l e r  
a i r c r a f t  from t h e  looks of  it. And I c a n ' t  make o u t  t h e  
t h i r d  one t o  give any i d e a  what t h a t  was, sir. 

Q - W e l l ,  do you n o t i c e  any t a i l  markings on those  
a i r c r a f t ?  

A.  No, sir. 

Q *  I have h e r e  another  e x h i b i t ,  P-29 Char l i e .  

A ,  I can t e l l  t h a t  one a i r c r a f t  aga in  i s  a r a t t l e r  
a i r c r a f t ,  t h e  l a s t  a i r c r a f t  i n  t h e  p i c t u r e .  S i r ,  on t h e  
f i r s t  p i c t u r e  h e r e ,  I c a n ' t  t e l l ,  I c a n ' t  r e a l l y  make o u t  
what it i s ,  because i t ' s  so  dark i n  f r o n t .  I s e e  something 
t h e r e .  I assume t h a t ' s  a dolphin i n s i g n i a  because they 
d i d n ' t  u s e  any whi te  p a i n t .  I t  was a much darker  patch 
than t h i s .  

Q.  And t h e  second a i r c r a f t  i s  the--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  The second a i r c r a f t  looks l i k e  
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a r a t t l e r  i f  t h a t ,  sir.  

Q We have here  Exh ib i t s  P-11 and P-12, two d i f f e r -
e n t  people on t h e  i n s i d e  of t h a t  a i r c r a f t  on photo P-12. 

A. The doorgunner appears t o  have a 1st Aviat ion 
Brigade patch on. 

Q- Y e s .  

A. T h a t ' s  what it looks l i k e .  

Q. I f  h e  d id  have t h a t  a v i a t i o n  patch on, could 
he  have then  belonged t o  t h e  123d, l e t ' s  say?  

A. N o ,  sir. H e  should have had a d i v i s i o n  patch on. 

Q. Right.  

E i t h e r  one i n  t h e  14th  Avia t ion  B a t t a l i o n  o r  t h eA.  
1st  Aviation Brigade -patch.  

Q. Right. But t h i s  t h e r e f o r e  could have been from 
t h e  174th o r  could have been t h e  71s t  o r  could have been t h e  
176th.  

A. Y e s ,  s ir ,  it could have been. 

LTC PATTERSON: Could it have been a medical s e r v i c e  company 
h e l i c o p t e r ?  

N o ,  I d o n ' t  t h ink  so. 

why? 
3 

W e l l ,  I mean you've got  guns on t h e  s h i p .  

Q. And medical s e r v i c e  company h e l i c o p t e r s  d i d  no t  
c a r r y  guns? 

A. Right .  

Q What e l s e  does a medical s e r v i c e  company he l icop-
ter  have t h a t ' s  very d i s t i n c t i v e ?  

A. Well, i t ' s  got  t h e  r ed  c r o s s  on t h e  a i r c r a f t .  
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a .  Is it on t h e  s i d e  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  f r o n t ?  

A. I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  t h i n k  j u s t  e x a c t l y  where it i s .  
I r e a l l y  c a n ' t  remember j u s t  e x a c t l y  where t h e  c r o s s  i s .  

10: I t ' s  e a s i l y  i d e n t i f i a b l e  though,  i s n ' t  i t ?  

A. Oh, y e s ,  s i r .  I mean I could  have seen  it and 
i t  would have been--if  it w a s n ' t  i n  t h i s  p i c t u r e ,  it would 
have been i n  t h i s  one.  

LTC PATTERSON: So then  through deduc t ion  you 've  assumed 
t h a t  i t ' s  one o f  t h e  u n i t ' s  a i r c r a f t  of  t h e  1 4 t h  Avia t ion  
B a t t a l i o n ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. Is t h e r e  any way t h a t  you can i d e n t i f y  which u n i t  
from what you see t h e r e ?  

A. I t h i n k  t h a t  many o f  t h e  u n i t s ,  o r  some of t h e  
u n i t s  d i d n ' t  c a r r y  t h e  doors  on t h e  a i r c r a f t .  The doors  on 
t h e  a i r c r a f t  might mean something,  and aga in  i t  might n o t ,  
on t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  a i r c r a f t  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  day.  But gener-
a l l y  you can t e l l  them a p a r t  by t h e  doors  t h e y  had. 

Q Right .  

A. One company, I b e l i e v e  it was one of  t h e  1 4 t h ,  
d i d n ' t  even have t h e  f r o n t  door on. 

Q. A l l  r i g h t .  Which companies c a r r i e d  t h e  door s ,  
and which d i d n ' t ?  

A. I r e a l l y  d o n ' t  remember, sir .  

Q Now, would you say  t h a t  t h a t ' s  t h e  command and 
c o n t r o l  s h i p ,  t h i s  a i r c r a f t ?  

A. Y e s ,  It  could b e ,  b u t  u s u a l l y  i f  it was a 
command and c o n t r o l  a i r c r a f t ,  t h e r e  would be  more people  i n  
t h e  a i r c r a f t  and you would see them. They wou ldn ' t  b e  t h e s e  
people  because they  wouldn ' t  be  i n  t h i s  much combat g e a r .  

Q. What about  t h e  r a d i o  cords?  
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A. L e t fs see .  Now t h i s  was s tandard .  You had one 
f o r  t h e  l e f t  gunner and one f o r  t h e  r i g h t  gunner and an e x t r a  
one f o r  your--

Q. Is t h e r e  more than one r a d i o  cord the re?  

A. I s e e  it looks l i k e  t h r e e  r a d i o  cords.  

Q A s  you've i n d i c a t e d ,  t h e  smal l  doors and t h e  
s l i d i n g  doors a r e  both on t h a t  machine. 

A. Yes, sir. We had a problem many t imes with t h e  
a i r c r a f t  i n  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  some of them d i d  n o t  have t h e  
r i g h t  amount o f  comrno cords.  We d i d n ' t  have t h e  f i f t h  cord 
i n  t h e r e  from time t o  t i m e .  So we were usua l ly  r e a l  care-
f u l .  

Q I ' d  l i k e  f o r  you now t o  r e f e r  back t o  photograph 
P-29 C h a r l i e  and t e l l  me i f  t h e  a i r c r a f t  of t h e  two d i f f e r e n t  
u n i t s  t h e r e  have t h e  small  doors and t h e  s l i d i n g  doors .  

A .  Well t h e  l ead  a i r c r a f t  has t h e  s l i d i n g  door and 
t h e  smal l e r  door. 

Q. , And what u n i t  i s  t h a t  a i r c r a f t  from? 

A. Well t h a t  i s  what I assumed belonged t o  t h e  174th.  
I t  looks very much l i k e  a dolphin on t h e  nose. 

Q. The second a i r c r a f t ?  

A. The'second a i r c r a f t  i s  a r a t t l e r ,  and it does n o t  
have t h e  small  door on it. I c a n ' t  r e a l l y  t e l l  i f  t h e r e ' s  a 
s l i d i n g  door from t h i s  angle .  

Q Photograph P-65 t h a t  you looked a t  e a r l i e r .  
Anything about t h e  l e a d  a i r c r a f t  t h e r e ?  

A. Well, t h e  l ead  a i r c r a f t  has t h e  small  door on t h e  
cargo compartment. I t  d o e s n ' t  appear t o  have t h e  main door 
on i t ,  t h e  s l i d i n g  door,  but  I'd have t o  t a k e  a look a t  
another  a i r c r a f t  t h a t  d id  t o  be a b l e  t o  t e l l ,  but I would 
assume t h a t  it would s t i c k  o u t  a l i t t l e  more t h e r e  toward 
t h e  back of t h e  p i c t u r e .  
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Q. Can you t e l l  anyth ing  about  what you 've  i d e n t i -
f i e d  t o  b e  t h e  ra t t le r  a i r c r a f t  a s  f a r  a s  t h e  sma l l  doors a r e  
concerned? 

A. I t  appears  t h a t  it does n o t  have a smal l  door.  

Q Okay. Is t h e r e  anyth ing  e l s e  o r  any o t h e r  means 
of i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  t h a t  you can use  wi th  t h a t  photograph P-11 
o r  P-12? Can you i n d i c a t e  what model h e l i c o p t e r  it i s ,  f o r  
i n s t a n c e ?  

A. I can t e l l  i t ' s  a De l t a  o r  an H model, b u t  I 
r e a l l y  c a n ' t  t e l l .  

Q I t ' s  on a gunship--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  No, sir. 

Q- B model o r  a C model? 

A. A C model o r  a B model. 

Q So it would b e  f a i r  t o  assume t h i s  i s  a l i f t  s h i p
of some s o r t .  A s  I unders tand it, you w e r e  t h e  b r igade  avia-
t i o n  o f f i c e r .  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q How many a i r c r a f t  d i d  you have a s s igned  t o  b r igade
a v i a t i o n  s e c t i o n  March 1968? 

A. I t h i n k  I had s i x .  I t h i n k  I had two Hueys and 
f o u r  H-23's, b u t  it v a r i e d  up and down cons ide rab ly ,  and I 
would have t o  be changing. 

Q W e l l  what miss ions  d i d  you u s u a l l y  f l y  w i t h  your
Hueys? 

A. Command and c o n t r o l .  

Q. For whom? 

A. For  t h e  b r igade  commander, f i r s t  General  LIPSCOMB, 
then  Colonel  HENDERSON, on down, when we had two Hueys and 
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both of them were maintenance ready. We flew br igade  type  
missions wi th  t h e  o t h e r  a i r c r a f t .  That i s ,  we had a s h u t t l e  
run t h a t  we took br igade  people up t o  d i v i s i o n  and back. We 
made resupply wi th  it. We d i d  not  normally put  it i n  with 
t h e  174th l i f t ,  b u t  on occasion we d i d  provide an a i r c r a f t  
f o r  them. 

Q S i r ,  w e  have reason t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  on 16 March, 
Colonel HENDERSON, t h e  new br igade  commander, was f l y i n g  i n  
an a i r c r a f t  t h a t  belonged t o  t h e  174th.  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q Can you t e l l  us why t h i s  would be t h e  case? 

A. We only had one of our  Hueys i n  what was consid-
e r e d  t o  be good enough shape f o r  t h e  br igade  commander t o  f l y  
i n .  Whenever t h a t  a i r c r a f t  was down f o r  one reason o r  another ,  
i n s t e a d  of f l y i n g  him i n  our  o t h e r  a i r c r a f t ,  which was p r e t t y  
much of a "dog" and considerably under-powered, we would 
borrow a newer a i r c r a f t  from t h e  174th.  

Q. I see .  

A. For t h a t  purpose and t h a t  pe r iod  of time we would 
i n s t a l l  a p o r t a b l e  command and con t ro l  set i n  it. Then when 
t h e  c o l o n e l ' s  s h i p  was back up, we'd t a k e  t h a t  l i t t l e  p o r t a b l e  
r a d i o  o u t  and b r i n g  back t h e  good Huey t h a t  had t h e  permanent 
command and c o n t r o l  console.  

Q. Now t h i s  pe r iod  of time on 15 March i s  when 
General LIPSCOMB departed t h e  br igade .  

A .  I ' m  no t  su re .  I know he depar ted  between t h e  
1 3 t h  and t h e  l a t h ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  know t h e  exac t  d a t e .  

I 0  : Well, one t h i n g  t h a t  should be brought o u t  here  
i s  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  Major SMITH w a s  no t  t h e r e  between t h e  13th  
u n t i l  sometime on t h e  18th.  

LTC PATTERSON: I ' d  l i k e  t o  show you a r e p o r t ,  Exh ib i t  R-3 
e n t i t l e d  "OPREP 5." Do you know what an OPREP 5 i s ?  

A. Yes, sir.  
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Q- What i s  i t ?  

A. I t  was r e p o r t  t h a t  we s e n t  i n  on t h e  condi t ion  
of our  a i r c r a f t .  I t  was a d a i l y ,  and a weekly, and a monthly 
r e p o r t .  

Q Yes, d i d  you send it from brigade? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q To whom? 

A. To d i v i s i o n ,  sir. 

Q. To d i v i s i o n ?  

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q. Where i n  d i v i s i o n  d i d  t h i s  r e p o r t  go? 

A. We c a l l e d  it i n  t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n  a v i a t i o n  people.  

Q I see .  Do you remember who was t h e  o f f i c e r  t o  
whom you phoned t h i s  i n  t o ?  

A. W e  u sua l ly  phoned it i n  t o  one of t h e  e n l i s t e d  
men t h e r e .  Major RECTOR was t h e  a s s i s t a n t  d i v i s i o n  a v i a t i o n  
o f f i c e r ,  and he was usual ly  on t h e  scene. 

Q. You phoned it i n ,  you ind ica ted?  

A. Yes , sir. 

Q Was t h e r e  any formal w r i t t e n  r e p o r t ?  

A. We phoned i n  our  d a i l y  r e p o r t  and we kep t  t r a c k  
of it. Of course we had copies  of it. I assume we s e n t  i n  
a r e p o r t ,  b u t  I r e a l l y  d o n ' t  remember t h e  frequency of it, 
sir.  

Q You d o n ' t  remember whether o r  no t  you had t o  
w r i t e  it o u t  and t r ansmi t  it i n  a phys ica l  n a t u r e  t o  t h e  
d i v i s i o n  a v i a t i o n  o f f i c e ?  

A. I ' m  almost s u r e  w e  d i d ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  remember 
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t h e  procedure. 

Q Well, d i d  you maintain records  a s  f a r  a s  your
br igade  a v i a t i o n  requirements and a i r c r a f t  were concerned 
i n  a w r i t t e n  form a t  your o f f i c e ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  I maintained records  of my a i r c r a f t .  

Q Of your a i r c r a f t  only? 

A. Brigade a v i a t i o n  a i r c r a f t ,  y e s ,  sir. 

Q I see .  On what form? 

A. W e l l ,  on t h e  form we c a l l e d  i n  t o  d i v i s i o n  each 
n igh t .  We made a copy, and from t h i s  copy we c a l l e d  it i n  
t o  d i v i s i o n .  

Q. And was t h a t  indeed t h e  OPREP form? 

A. I t h i n k  it was, s i r .  

Q Exhib i t  R-3 i s  OPREP 5 r e p o r t  from t h e  174th 
Aviation Company f o r  1 6  March 1968. Format w i s e ,  does t h a t  
r e p o r t  look f a m i l i a r  t o  you? A s  f a r  a s  t h e  type of in fo r -
mation t h a t ' s  on t h a t  form? 

A. yes ,  s ir .  

Q Is t h i s  genera l ly  t h e  same type  o f  form t h a t  
you used o r  r e c a l l  using? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  I t ' s  t h e  same information t h a t  we 
s e n t  forward. 

Q. Were your forms l o c a l l y  reproduced, such as  
t h i s  one? O r  d i d  you f i l l  o u t  t h e  formal OPREP 5? 

A. I b e l i e v e  t h a t  they were l o c a l l y  reproduced, 
s i r ,  b u t  I ' m  once again not  s u r e .  I d i d n ' t  send t h e s e  r e p o r t s  
i n .  Since I was usua l ly  i n  t h e  TOC dur ing  a l l  t h i s  per iod  of  
t ime,  t h e s e  r e p o r t s  were s e n t  i n  from t h e  a v i a t i o n  s e c t i o n  
which was loca ted  a t  a  cons iderable  d i s t a n c e  from t h e  TOC. 
And they  were phoned i n  from t h a t  o f f i c e .  So I d i d n ' t  g e t  
i n t o  t h e  phys ica l  r e p o r t i n g  myself. 
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Q Well t h i s  r e p o r t  p rov ides  a g r e a t  d e a l  o f  i n f o r -
mation concern ing  an a v i a t i o n  company's o r  u n i t ' s  s t a t u s .  

A * .  Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. .Can you t e l l  me, f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  t h e  mi s s ions  t h a t  
w e r e  flown by t h i s  u n i t ,  t h e  174 th ,  on t h i s  day ,  acco rd ing  t o  
E x h i b i t  R-3? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. What were t h e y  p l e a s e ?  

A. W e l l  f i r s t  t h e y  had a combat a s s a u l t  f o r  Task 
Force Barker  w i t h  two C h a r l i e  models, which w e r e  t h e  gunships  
and n i n e  D models. I t ' s  a miss ion  type .  I c a n ' t  make it o u t .  
It  was f o r  t h e  l l t h ,  and it was two gunships .  They f lew 1 3  
p l u s  hour s ,  which was a c o n s i d e r a b l e  miss ion.  I f  t h i s  w a s  
t h e  1 3 t h .  They w e r e  f l y i n g  s u r v e i l l a n c e ,  I would assume, 
f l y i n g  i n  suppor t  o f  t h e  l l t h  Brigade gunsh ips ,  which would 
be  f l y i n g  ove r  t h e  a r e a  a f t e r  t h e  combat a s s a u l t .  I t  would 
be  normal f o r  them t o  s t a y  on s t a t i o n .  So I assume t h e  
f i r s t  two are. Th i s  i s  a command and c o n t r o l  s h i p .  Up h e r e  
i n  t h e  co rne r  it s a y s  Task Force  Barker.  I t  a l s o  f l ew  f o r  
t h e  4/3, f o r  t h e  3/1, and t h e  1/20,  and it looks  l i k e  f o r  
$1 h e r e .  I d o n ' t  know whether t h a t  would be  l l t h  A r t i l l e r y  
,or l l t h  Brigade.  This  was f i v e  a i r c r a f t .  I t  c a r r i e d  49 
t r o o p s .  More zmmunition was expended, on t h e  r e p o r t .  

Q = A l l  r i g h t .  A r e  t h e r e  a c o n s i d e r a b l e  number o f  
o t h e r  miss ions  on t h e r e ?  

A. Cons iderab le ,  y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. And t h e  a i r c r a f t ,  by t y p e ,  i n  column C o f  t h i s  
p a r t i c u l a r  e x h i b i t ,  i n d i c a t e s  n i n e  a i r c r a f t  on t h e  combat 
a s s a u l t ,  i s  t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q And as you 've  i n d i c a t e d  f i v e  C&C. 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q Four cargo? 
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A. yes ,  sir. 

Q- Four more C&C. 

A. Yes, sir.  

Q One cargo. 

A .  Yes, sir.  

Q Okay. How many a i r c r a f t  were o p e r a t i o n a l l y  ready 
t o  t h e  174th on t h i s  da te?  

A. T h a t l d  be twelve s l i c k s  and t h r e e  gunships,  I 
b e l i e v e ,  sir.  

Q Twelve s l i c k s  and t h r e e  guns? 

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q Well, where we t o t a l  up t h e  t o t a l  a i r c r a f t  
requirements t h e r e ,  as  i n d i c a t e d  on t h a t  s h e e t ,  we'd have 
considerably more than twelve. 

A. Yes, sir.  

Q - How do you expla in  t h i s ?  

A. Well, of  course t h e  combat a s s a u l t  was n o t  t ak ing  
very much t ime.  And a f t e r  t h e  combat a s s a u l t  was f i n i s h e d ,  
t h e s e  h e l i c o p t e r s  were spread o u t  t o  perform o t h e r  missions 
f o r  t h e  br igade  f o r  t h e  r e s t  of t h e  day. So I b e l i e v e  t h e r e ' s  
a d u p l i c a t i o n  t h e r e .  The same s h i p s  t h a t  a r e  l o c a t e d  here  
a r e  a l s o  t h e  same ones t h a t  a r e  down he re .  

Q . And what about t h e  ammunition expendi ture?  

A. The f i g u r e  looks t o  be 13,500 rounds of  7.62, 
and only 35 rocke t s .  And on t h e  armed s u r v e i l l a n c e  mission 
down h e r e  it was 3 , 8 0 0  rounds of  7.62 and 12 2.75 rocke t s .  

Q. A s  an opin ion ,  i s  t h i s  a normal expendi ture  f o r  
a day of  f l y i n g  i n  t h a t  number of  missions and by type? 

A. I t  seems i t ' s  a l o t  of ammunition, b u t  wi thout  

(SMITH) 29 APP T-278 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

knowing what e x a c t l y  happened, I r e a l l y  c o u l d n ' t  make a 
comment of  whether it w a s  h igh  o r  no t .  W e  p u t  c o n s i d e r a b l e  
hours  on t h e  a i r c r a f t .  

Q. How many hours  w e r e  flown by t h e  gunships  i n  
suppor t  o f  t h e  combat a s s a u l t s  of Task Force  Barker? 

A. The gunships  f lew 4 . 4  hours  f o r  t h e  combat 
a s s a u l t .  And h e r e ,  which I assume i s  f o r  t h e  same mis s ion ,  
t hey  f lew 13.5 ,  which i s  17.9 hours  t o t a l .  

Q You assume t h a t ' s  f o r  t h e  same miss ion .  

A. I assume it i s .  W e l l ,  l e t ' s  t a k e  t h e  f i r s t  
e n t r y  f i r s t .  4 . 4 ,  s ir .  

Q 4 . 4 .  Is t h a t  t o t a l  t i m e  f o r  t h e  gunsh ips ,  o r  i s  
t h a t  p e r  gunship? 

A. T h a t ' s  t h e  t o t a l  t i m e  f o r  t h e  two gunsh ips .  

Q And I b e l i e v e  you i n d i c a t e d  bo th  gunships  o r  each  
gunship f lew about  h a l f  o f  t h a t  t i m e ,  2.2? 

A. T h a t ' s  what would be expected.  

Q I see .  Okay. Now, r e f e r e n c e  t h e  second e n t r y ,
t h i s  13.5 hours .  Why do you suppose the gunship miss ion a s  
i n d i c a t e d  t h e r e  i n d i c a t e d  suppor t  of t h e  l l t h  Brigade a s  
opposed t o  Task Force  Barker? 

A. I don' t know. One reason could be  t h a t  it w a s  
an o p e r a t i o n  wi th  more than  Task Force Barker  i nvo lved  and 
t h e  gunships  were sui3porting more than  one s u b u n i t .  There-
f o r e  t hey  made it t h e  l a r g e r  u n i t ,  t h e  l l t h  Brigade.  

Q So then  w e  c a n ' t  assume then  t h a t  t h i s  13.5  hours  
i s  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  Task Force  Barker  p e r  s e ?  

A, N o ,  sir. 

Q And you look  a t  t h e  n e x t  miss ion e n t r y .  You see 
Task Force Barker  mentioned t h e r e ?  

A. I t  s a y s ,  o f f  t o  t h e  l e f t ,  "Task Force  Barker ."  
Yes, s ir .  
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Q So you would assume then ,  t h a t  t h a t  p a r t  of  t h e  
mission was flown f o r  Task Force Barker? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q And what was t h a t  mission? 

A. Well, it says they l i f t e d  some t roops .  They 
l i f t e d  4 5  t roops  wi th  f i v e  a i r c r a f t ,  and s i n c e  t h e r e ' s  more 
than  one u n i t  involved,  it appears t h a t  they e i t h e r  made 
some s o r t  of a combat a s s a u l t  o r  an e x t r a c t i o n ,  o r  they 
moved people around i n  t h e  b a t t l e f i e l d  l a t e r  i n  t h e  day. 

Q I n  support  of Task Force Barker? 

A. I n  support  of Task Force Barker,  yes ,  s i r .  

Q A r e  t h e r e  any o t h e r  e n t r i e s  t h e r e  t h a t  we can 
r e l a t e  d i r e c t l y  t o  Task Force Barker? 

A. Well, we moved 1 0 1  t roops  h e r e ,  l a t e r  i n  t h e  day. 
And I d o n ' t  know t h a t  you could r e l a t e  t h a t  t o  Task Force 
Barker,  b u t  based upon knowledge and exper ience ,  t h i s  might 
be p icking  up some of t h e  people o f , T a s k  Force Barker and 
moving them around, because normally w e  d i d n ' t  run two major 
opera t ions  i n  one day. 

Q =  But it could a l s o  have been i n  support  of  some 
o t h e r  unit? 

A. It  could very we l l  have been j u s t  an e x t r a c t i o n  
f o r  some o t h e r  u n i t  l a t e r  i n  t h e  day. This was a l s o  common. 

Q Is t h e r e  any o t h e r  p e r t i n e n t  information on t h i s  
e x h i b i t  t h a t  could r e l a t e  t o  Task Force Barker? 

A. Well, t hey 've  got  pickup zone and landing  zone 
down h e r e  a t  t h e  bottom. The coordina tes  can give you some 
information.  8 

Q. A r e  they i n  numerical coordina tes?  

A. No, s i r ,  t h e y ' r e  encoded. 

Q Did you have any d i r e c t  r e l a t i o n  from your o f f i c e  
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o r  your p o s i t i o n  wi th  t h e  14th  Aviation Ba t t a l ion?  

A. Not a s  a normal r u l e .  I d id  no t .  I coordinated 
wi th  t h e  14 th  Aviation B a t t a l i o n  on l a r g e  combat a s s a u l t s  
when I g o t  permission from d i v i s i o n  a v i a t i o n .  But normally 
I d i d  n o t  work wi th  t h e  14th .  

Q. I understand then t h a t  t h e  missions i n  support  
of t h e  11th  Brigade were funneled through you t o  the 
d i v i s i o n  a v i a t i o n  o f f i c e .  

A.  Yes, s i r .  

Q- Who then tasked t h e  14th Aviation B a t t a l i o n  t o  
fu rn i sh  t h e  requi red  suppor t?  

A .  Y e s ,  s i r .  The s i t u a t i o n  changed. When we f i r s t  
go t  t h e r e  w e  were g e t t i n g  our  support  s o l e l y  from t h e  174th,  
and they were i n  support  of us a s  an e n t i t y ,  and we got  t h e i r  
a s s e t s  on a d a i l y  b a s i s .  L a t e r  on t h e  s i t u a t i o n  changed 
where we d i d  no t  have a d i r e c t  t i e  t o  what t h e  174th had, 
b u t  we were a l l o c a t e d  from d i v i s i o n ,  and it changed t h e r e .  

Q W e  have no t  been very success fu l  i n  l o c a t i n g  t h e  
records of t h e  b r igade  a v i a t i o n  s e c t i o n  o r  t h e  123d Aviation 
Ba t t a l ion .  Do you happen t o  know whether o r  no t  your records 
i n  t h e  br igade  a v i a t i o n  s e c t i o n  were under t h e  f u n c t i o n a l  
f i l e s  system p e r  s e ?  

A. I n  p repara t ion  f o r  inspec t ions  over t h e r e ,  w e  
had our  f i l e s  redone. We had a func t iona l  f i l e  system going, 
b u t  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  s ee ing  t h e  records and i n s u r i n g  t h a t  they 
were i n  t h a t  order .  

Q During your pe r iod  of duty as  br igade  a v i a t i o n  
o f f i c e r ,  do you r e c a l l  r e t i r i n g  any of your records?  

A. No, sir.  

Q . Do you have any knowledge t h a t  they  had been o r  
were r e t i r e d  p r i o r  t o  o r  a f t e r  your d u t i e s  a s  br igade  avia t ion  
o f f i c e r ?  

A. No, sir. I f  I can add something h e r e ,  we l o s t  a 
c e r t a i n  amount of our  records ,  both our  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  records 
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and o u r  a i r c r a f t  r e c o r d s ,  i n  a mortar a t t a c k  t h a t  complete ly  
des t royed  o u r  supply t e n t  and o u r  a r e a  where w e  f i l l e d  o u t  
a l l  of o u r  l o g  books, a l l  of o u r  a i r c r a f t  maintenance forms. 
~ l lof o u r  r eco rds  were des t royed  t h e r e  i n  t h e  f i r e .  

Q. Did you main ta in  any r eco rds  t h a t  you can recall  
concerning who f lew i n  suppor t  o f  you, t h e  b r i g a d e ,  on any 
given day? 

A. No, sir. I t  changed f r e q u e n t l y  d u r i n g  t h e  day. 
No. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  f i l l i n g  o u t  o r  complet ing and 
ma in t a in ing  any records  t h a t  would i n d i c a t e  t h e  crews o r  t h e  
pe r sonne l  t h a t  w e r e  a ss igned  i n  suppor t  o f  you f o r  any given 
o p e r a t i o n s  o r  d a t e s ?  

A. No, sir.  W e  u s u a l l y  d i d n ' t  know who t h e  crews 
o r  pe r sonne l  w e r e .  W e  g o t  t o t a l  a i r c r a f t  q u a n t i t y ,  and w e  
d e a l t  w i t h  one person ,  and d i d n ' t  know u s u a l l y  t h e  t a i l  
numbers o f  t h e  a i r c r a f t  even. 

Q - Were you f a m i l i a r  w i t h  M r .  COONEY? 

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q Did h e  f l y  C&C on many occas ions?  

A. H e  d i d .  

Q Did h e  u s u a l l y  have t h e  same crew? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  I t h i n k  h e  d i d .  I t h i n k  he d i d .  

Did h e  u s u a l l y  have t h e  same a i r c r a f t ?  

Y e s ,  sir.  I t h i n k  so .  

Th i s  w a s  a s p e c i a l  a i r c r a f t ?  

A. It w a s  j u s t  one o f  t h e i r  b e t t e r  a i r c r a f t .  I t  
wasnl t a s p e c i a l  a i r c r a f t .  I t  was j u s t  one o f  t h e i r  b e t t e r ,  
newer a i r c r a f t .  

Q Did t h e y  have any s p e c i a l  markings on t h i s  a i r -
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c r a f t ,  f o r  t h e  br igade  commander? 

A .  NO,  sir .  

Q Can you o f f e r  any suggest ions t o  us a s  t o  where 
we might f i n d  records of t h e  br igade  commander? 

A. N O ,  sir. 

Q Do you remember t h e  crew t h a t  M r .  COONEY used t o  
f l y  with on a normal b a s i s ?  Do you r e c a l l  any of t h e i r  names? 

A. No, sir .  I d o n ' t .  He q u i t e  o f t e n  had a d i f f e r e n t  
c o p i l o t  wi th  him. 

Q I t  would seem t h a t  t h e  e n l i s t e d  crew would be 
p r e t t y  sharp  young men f o r  t h e  br igade  commander? 

A. That was no t  n e c e s s a r i l y  s o ,  s i r .  

Q.  I t  was no t?  Were they no t  s e l e c t e d  f o r  appear-
ance, some p r e t t y  sharp  young s o l d i e r s ?  

A. They were adequate,  s i r ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  remember 
them--

Q . ( In te rpos ing)  You don1t r e c a l l  t h e i r  names o r  
anything about them? 

A .  N O ,  sir. 

Q. Do you r e c a l l  M r .  COONEY g e t t i n g  t h e  ~ i s t i n g u i s h e d  
Flying Cross f o r  an a c t i o n  e a r l i e r ,  on 1 6  March? 

A. M r .  COONEY, I b e l i e v e  got  a DFC whi le  he was 
f l y i n g  command and c o n t r o l  f o r  Colonel HENDERSON. 

Q Well, yes ,  t h i s  was some time l a t e r  though, was 
it not?  

A. I ' m  no t  s u r e  of t h e  d a t e ,  s i r .  I remember t h e  
i n c i d e n t ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  remember t h e  s p e c i f i c  i n c i d e n t  o r  t h e  . 

da te .  
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Do you recall ,  w a s  t h e  award a c t i o n  handled by t h e  1 4 t h  
Av ia t ion  B a t t a l i o n ,  o r  was it i n i t i a t e d  a t  b r igade?  

A. I d o n ' t  know who i n i t i a t e d  t h e  a c t i o n ,  s ir .  

I0 : W e l l ,  I t h i n k  you can s e e  from o u r  l i n e  o f  ques-
t i o n i n g  what w e ' r e  t r y i n g  t o  do i s  p i n  down who w a s  f l y i n g  
t h e s e  v a r i o u s  a i r c r a f t .  S p e c i f i c a l l y  I want t o  t r y  t o  
f i g u r e  o u t  who w a s  f l y i n g  t h a t  medevac a i r c r a f t  t h a t  you saw 
i n  t h a t  one p i c t u r e .  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q And i f  any of  t h i s  comes t o  mind, based upon what 
we've i n d i c a t e d  t o  you today ,  we'd l i k e  you t o  g e t  i n  touch 
w i t h  us .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  i f  you can t h i n k  o f  any r eco rds  which 
would p rov ide  t h i s  k ind  o f  i n fo rma t ion ,  w e  would l i k e  t o  
know about  t h a t  t o o ,  o r  any o t h e r  documentation which would 
b e  of  a s s i s t a n c e  t o  us .  A t  t h i s  o p p o r t u n i t y  I ' l l  g i v e  you 
a chance,  Major SMITH, t o  ask any q u e s t i o n s  t h a t  you would 
l i k e  t o  add res s  t o  us .  O r  i f  you would l i k e  t o  be a b l e  t o  
e n t e r  a s t a t e m e n t  i n t o  t h e  record .  

A. No, s i r ,  I have no th ing  f u r t h e r  t o  s ay .  

10: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  r s c s s s  a t  t h i s  t i n = .  

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  1714 hour s ,  30 January 
1970. ) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 


WITNESS: STANSEL, Donald L .  SSG 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 26 Janua ry  1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968:  S p e c i a l  S e r v i c e s  NCO, 
S1 ,  l l t h  Br igade  ( f o r m e r l y  a s s i g n e d  t o  t h e  l l t h  Br igade  
P I0  from J u l y  1967 t o  February  1 9 6 8 ) .  

The w i t n e s s  r e c a l l e d  an SOP i n  t h e  3 1 s t  P I0  Detachment 
which r e q u i r e d  a work o r d e r  on p h o t o g r a p h i c  f i l m  t o  be  t u r n e d  
i n  t o  t h e  NCO f o r  e a c h  a s s ignmen t  ( p g s .  3 ,  5 )  . T h i s  p rocedure  
was n o t  normal ly  u sed  w h i l e  he  was i n  t h a t  s e c t i o n  i n  
Vietnam (pg .  4 ) .  P e r s o n a l  f i l m  would n o t  have t o  be  t u r n e d  
i n ,  depending  on t n e  o r d e r s  f o r  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  a s s ignmen t  
(pg .  6 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  i f  S e r g e a n t  STONICH t o l d  t h e  

p h o t o g r a p h e r s  n o t  t o  b r i n g  back photography  deg rad ing  t o  
t h e  Army ( p g s .  7 ,  8 ) .  He had  n o t  been  so i n s t r u c t e d  
(pg .  8 )  . Both lack and w h i t e  and c o l o r  f i l m  was i s s u e d  
t o  t h e  f o u r  p h o t o g r a p h e r s  i n  t h e  u n i t  (pg.  9 ) ,  b u t  he d i d  
n o t  know how i t  cou ld  be  de t e rmined  whether  HAEBERLE used  
government c o l o r  f i l m  (pg.  1 0 ) .  he w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  
i f  p i c t u r e s  o f  a l a r g e  number o f  women and c h i l d r e n  came 
a c r o s s  h i s  desk  he  would q u e s t i o n  them and i f  t o l d  t h e y  
w e r e  massac red ,  he  s t a t e d  t h a t  h e  t h o u g h t  t h e y  s h o u l d  have 
been d e s t r o y e d  (pg.  1 0 ) , o r  t u r n e d  i n  t o  p r o p e r  a u t h o r i t i e s  
(pgs .  11, 1 2 ) .  The w i t n e s s  n e v e r  d i s c u s s e d  t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  
o f  16 March w i t h  ROBERTS o r  HAEBERLE (pg. 1 3 ) ,  n o r  d i d  he 
h e a r  any rumors a b o u t  i t  (pg.  1 4 )  . 
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(The hear ing  was reconvened a t  0953 hours ,  2 6  

January 1970.) 


COL WILSON: The hear ing  w i l l  come t o .  o rde r .  

RCDR: The fol lowing named person a r e  p resen t :  COL 
WILSON, MR WALSH, LTC NOLL, and MAJ THOMAS. 

The f i r s t  wi tness  i s  S t a f f  Sergeant  Donald R. 
STANSEL. 

( S S G  STANSEL was c a l l e d  as  a . w i t n e s s ,  was sworn, 
and t e s t i f i e d  a s  fol lows:)  

W i l l  you p lease  s t a t e  your f u l l  name, grade,  and 
Soc ia l  Secur i ty  account number? 

A. Donald R. STANSEL, s e r v i c e  number, , I 

I ' m  a s t a f f  s e r g e a n t ,  E-6. 

RCDR: S t a t e  your branch of serv ice , ,  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  and 
duty s t a t i o n .  

A. U.S. Army; Company C ,  1 4 1 s t  S igna l  B a t t a l i o n ,  
F o r t  Hood, Texas. 

COL W I L S O N :  Sergeant ,  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was d i r e c t e d  
j o i n t l y  by t h e  Secre tary  of t h e  Army and t h e  Chief of S t a f f  
of t h e  Army f o r  t h e  purpose of determining c e r t a i n  f a c t s  and 
making f ind ings  and recommendations concerning: 

(1) t h e  adequacy of p r i o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  i n t o  
what i s  now commonly r e f e r r e d  t o  as  t h e  My Lai  ( 4 )  i n c i d e n t  
of  16 March 1968, and, 

( 2 )  p o s s i b l e  suppression o r  withholding of in-
formation by any person who had a duty t o  r e p o r t  and t o  fu r -
n i s h  information concerning t h e  i n c i d e n t .  

I n  o t h e r  words, t h e r e  a r e  two mat t e r s .  One i s  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  previous i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  o r  i n q u i r i e s ;  t h e  
o t h e r  one i s  t h e  suppression of information.  

This  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i s  no t  be ing  conducted t o  look 
i n t o  a l l  t h e  f a c t s  and circumstances of what happened a t  MY 
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La i .  Th i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i s  b e i n g  conducted f o r  t h o s e  s p e c i -
f i c  purposes  which I have j u s t  mentioned, t h o s e  t h r e e .  

Your tes t imony w i l l  be  t aken  under o a t h .  A ver -
ba t im t r a n s c r i p t  w i l l  b e  p repared .  A t a p e  r e c o r d i n g  i s  be-
i n g  made i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  verba t im n o t e s  b e i n g  t aken  by 
t h e  r e p o r t e r .  

The q e n e r a l  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  o f  o u r  r e p o r t  w i l l  b e  
c o n f i d e n t i a l ,  b i t  it i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h e  repork  w i l l  be-
come a m a t t e r  o f  p u b l i c  knowledge. 

General  PEERS has  t h r e e  i n t e r v i e w  teams. This  i s  
In t e rv i ew Team C. He has  des igna t ed  t h i s  team t o  i n t e r v i e w  
w i t n e s s e s  t o  b e  c a l l e d  h e r e  t o  Washington t o  h i s  board.  

The members o f  t h i s  team a r e  myself ;  M r .  WALSH on 
my r i g h t ,  a c i v i l i a n  a t t o r n e y  who has  vo lun tee red  h i s  ser-
v i c e s  t o  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  Army t o  assist  General  PEERS; 
and Colonel  NOLL on my l e f t .  W e  a r e  members o f  t h e  board.  
W e  have t h e  a u t h o r i t y  t o  q u e s t i o n  you. Other  members o f  t h e  
board may come i n ,  t o  i n c l u d e  General  PEERS. I f  s o ,  t hey  may 
ask you q u e s t i o n s .  I f  t h e r e  i s  any q u e s t i o n  i n  your  mind as 
t o  whether anybody has  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  t o  q u e s t i o n  you, j u s t  
l e t  me know and I ' l l  s o  in form you. 

Do you have any q u e s t i o n s  on what I have s a i d ?  

A. No, sir.  

Q. Is anyth ing  wrong w i t h  your eye? 

A .  No, s ir .  

Q What was your  assignment on March 16 ,  1968? 

A. A t  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  t i m e ,  s i r ,  I w a s  a s s igned  t o  
t h e  S1 s e c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  du ty  o f  s p e c i a l  s e r v i c e s  NCO. I 
was o p e r a t i n g  t h e  PX i n  t h e  b r igade  a r e a  a t  Duc Pho. 

Q. Were you a s s o c i a t e d  i n  any way w i t h  t h e  p u b l i c  
i n fo rma t ion  o f f i c e ?  

A. Yes, s ir .  P r i o r  t o  t h a t  t i m e  I w a s .  I was t r a n s -
f e r r e d ,  I b e l i e v e  around t h e  end o f  February from t h e  i n f o r -
mation o f f i c e  and p u t  i n  t h e  S1 s e c t i o n  f o r  t h e  purpose o f  
running t h e  PX. 
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Q Were you s t i l l  c a r r i e d  on t h e  r o s t e r  and t h e  mor-
n i n g  r e p o r t  a s  be ing  i n  t h e  job i n  t h e  P I 0  s e c t i o n ?  

A. T h i s  i s  p o s s i b l e .  I d o n ' t  have any way o f  know-
ing .  

Q How long  had you been w i t h  t h e  P I 0  s e c t i o n ?  

A. S i n c e ,  I b e l i e v e ,  i t  w a s  September. I b e l i e v e  
it was June  o r  J u l y  o f  1 9 6 7 .  

Q To February of  1968? 

A. y e s ,  s i r .  

Q Did you e v e r  go back t o  t h a t  s e c t i o n ?  

A. W e l l ,  now, i n  going back,  do you mean d i d  I go 
through t h e  area o r  d i d  I go back t o  be ing  r ea s s igned?  

Q Were you r ea s s igned?  

A. N O ,  s i r .  

Q Who was your  immediate s u p e r i o r  when you w e r e  i n  
t h a t  sec t ion .?  

A. John STONICH . 
Q You w e r e  ass igned  t o  t h e  b r i g a d e  and n o t  t h e  i n -
format ion  detachment? 

A. I b e l i e v e  so .  I w a s  ass igned  t o  Headquar ters  and 
Headquar ters  Company, 11 th  Br igade ,  and o t h e r  members w e r e  
a s s igned  t o  t h e  3 1 s t  P I D  i s  t h e  way it went ,  I b e l i e v e .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  an SOP o r  any s p e c i f i c  documents 
w i t h i n  t h e  b r i g a d e  headqua r t e r s  which d i r e c t e d  t h e  d i spos -
i t i o n  o f  photographs t aken  by photographers  a s s igned  t o  t h e  
i n fo rma t ion  detachment? 

A. Not t h a t  I can i d e n t i f y  by any number o r  whether  
it w a s  a b r i g a d e  r e g u l a t i o n  o r  any th ing  o f  t h a t  n a t u r e ,  b u t  
when a photographic  assignment was made, a work o r d e r  shou ld  
have been tu rned  over  t o  t h e  NCO. 
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Q. Now, a photographic f i l m  i s  placed on a work or-
de r .  L e t ' s  t ake  a s i t u a t i o n  where we a r e  sending a photo-
grapher t o  a company o r  a b a t t a l i o n  o r  on an opera t ion  o r  
parade o r  anything. 

A .  Y e s ,  sir.  

Q Is t h e  f i l m  i s sued  t o  him a t  t h a t  t ime placed on 
a work order?  

A. I n  a normal photographic f a c i l i t y ,  y e s ,  sir.  I n  
t h e  case of PIO, many times t h e  way it goes i s  no work o r -
der.  You j u s t  go with f i l m  and you come back wi th  f i lm.  

Q So, t h e  ques t ion  of a work order--

A.  ( In te rpos ing)  You may have it o r  you may n o t  when 
it comes t o  PI0 work, because a l o t  of t imes you a r e  s t r e s s e d  
f o r  time. I n  some PI0 o f f i c e s ,  t h e  photographic work o rde r s  
a r e  almost an unknown th ing .  

Q What about  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  i n  t h e  11 th  Brigade PI0 
o f f i c e ?  Was t h e r e  a procedure normally used o r  no t  used? 

A. A t  t h a t  time I was t h e r e ,  no, sir.  Now, a c t u a l l y  
t h e  only time t h a t  I d i d  much i n  i t  as  f a r  as t h e  photography 
went was back i n  Schof ie ld .  There we were working i n  c l o s e  
wi th  t h e  STRATCOM photo f a c i l i t i e s  a t  Schof ie ld  Barracks.  

- The jobs t h a t  were s h o t  i n  t h e  ga r r i son  were processed by 
e i t h e r  myself o r  one of t h e  photographers t h e r e  down i n  t h i s  
p a r t i c u l a r  photo f a c i l i t y .  We d id  s ign  a work o r d e r  f o r  ma-
t e r i a l  used from t h i s  photo f a c i l i t y  t o  give them proper  
j u s t i f i c a t i o n  f o r  t h e  f i l m  and supp l i e s  t h a t  we used from 
t h i s  f a c i l i t y .  Like I say,  a s  f a r  a s  a work o rde r  on P I 0  
work, we j u s t  didn ' t  have any. I 'm n o t  s u r e  whether a l o g  
was maintained t h e r e  o r  n o t .  In  Schof ie ld ,  y e s ,  we had a 

- l o g  on which we maintained photographic assignments.  

Q You were i n  a more admin i s t r a t ive ,  peacetime in -
s t a l l a t i o n  a t  Schof ie ld  than i n  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  i n  Vietnam? 

A. Yes, sir. When I got  t o  Vietnam I d i d n ' t  ac tua l lyo-
d i d n ' t  t ake  p a r t  i n  much duty a t  a l l  i n  t h e  PI0 s e c t i o n .  The 
f i r s t  few weeks we were t h e r e  we were i n  one l o c a t i o n  and 

. t h e r e  was no t  too  much photography done a t  a l l  a t  t h a t  time. 
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When we moved over  t o  t h e  base camp t h e r e  i n  Duc Pho, a t  t h a t  
time I s t a r t e d  proceeding t o  ready t h e  p lace  f o r  t h e  PX t h e r e ,  
and I had noth ing  e l s e  t o  do wi th  t h e  P I 0  o f f i c e  u n t i l  t h e  
time t h a t  I l e f t ,  through t h e  time t h a t  I l e f t .  

Q Would t h i s  procedure of logging o u t  unprocessed
f i lm,  t o  a photographer who may have been ass igned t o  e i t h e r  
t h e  detachment o r  t h e  br igade ,  have been done a t  br igade  o r  
a t  t h e  P I 0  detachment? 

A .  I t  would have been done i n  t h e  PI0 detachment. 
Now, I d o n ' t  know whether it was done i n  Vietnam t h a t  way 
o r  n o t  i n  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  detachment. 

Q You d i d n ' t  keep t h e  f i l m  a t  br igade  l e v e l .  The 
f i l m  was k e p t  a t  t h e  detachment l e v e l ?  

A. Yes. Are you t a l k i n g  about i n  d ispens ing  i t  t o  
t h e  photographer? 

Q. Yes. 

A. I f  t h e r e  w a s  a record  kep t ,  it would have been i n  
t h e  31s t  PI0 Detachment. 

Q. That would have been a work-order type  record? 

A. I t  could have been, o r  a r e g u l a r  l o g  i n  a normal 
record  logbook, t h e  long,  green type  logbook. 

Q. S t r i c t l y  an informal  f i l e ?  

(Witness nods head i n  t h e  a f f i r m a t i v e . )  

Q. Do you have any knowledge of any i n s t r u c t i o n s  
which were given t o  photographers of t h e i r  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  a s  
regards  government f i lm? 

A. Well, no t  e x a c t l y  over  t h e r e .  A l l  I know i s  t h a t ,  
l i k e  I s a i d  b e f o r e ,  f i l m  should be turned  back i n  any time 
you used government f i lm.  I t  should be turned  back i n  through 
government a u t h o r i t i e s .  There again ,  people always have t h e i r  
personal  cameras and personal  f i l m  i n  Vietnam. Now, some-
where along t h e  l i n e  it  can be p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h e  two a r e  mix-
ed  i n  wi th  each o t h e r .  I t ' s  k ind  of hard  t o  determine. 
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Q. Y e s ,  I unders tand  t h e  q u e s t i o n  i n  your  mind abou t  
t h i s .  Th i s  b r i n g s  up t h e  n e x t  q u e s t i o n .  I f  a photographer ,  
a photographer  who has  an MOS a s  a photographer  goes on an 
a s s igned  miss ion and uses  h i s  pe r sona l  camera on t h a t  mi s s ion ,  
whose f i l m  is t h a t ?  

A. . I f  h e  .uses h i s  p e r s o n a l  camera? 

Y e s .  

A. That  has  no th ing  t o  do w i t h  it, s ir .  I t ' s  whether  
he  has  h i s  p e r s o n a l  f i l m  o r  n o t .  I f  he  has  h i s  p e r s o n a l  f i l m ,  
i t ' s  h i s .  I f  h e  uses  a government f i l m  i n  a p e r s o n a l  camera, 
i t ' s  t h e  government 's  f i lm .  

Q Regardless  of  what f i l m  it i s ,  i f  a photographer  
i s  photographing on an a s s igned  miss ion ,  a m i l i t a r y  Army 
photographer  performing d u r i n g  h i s  duty  h o u r s ,  photographing 
va r ious  a c t i v i t i e s ,  i f  h e  u ses  h i s  own f i l m  t h e n  t h a t  f i l m  
i s  h i s ,  i s  t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. There a g a i n ,  I would s a y  t h a t  would go back t o  
t h e  n a t u r e  of  t h e  ass ignment  and what h i s  o r d e r s  w e r e  b e f o r e  
he  l e f t  on t h i s  ass ignment .  

Q. A s  f a r  a s  you know, t h e r e  i s  no th ing  c u t  and dry  
t o  t h i s .  There i s  no th ing  t h a t  you e v e r  r a n  i n t o  i n  an SOP 
o r  Army s p e c i a l  r e g u l a t i o n s  r e g a r d i n g  t h i s ?  

A. To t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge, no ,  s i r ,  n o t h i n g  t h a t  
I have a c t u a l l y  been concerned wi th .  Now, whenever I went i n  
a f a c i l i t y ,  I had my own l i t t l e  p o l i c i e s .  But t h e r e ,  t h e  
on ly  t i m e  t h a t  I used p e r s o n a l  f i l m  o r  p e r s o n a l  cameras a l s o  
o r  any o t h e r  t h i n g  i n  con junc t ion  w i t h  government work i s  f o r  
t r a i n i n g  of  new photographers  and whatnot .  

Q =  You s a i d  t h a t  you processed  some f i l m  a t  v a r i o u s  
t imes?  

A. Y e s ,  b u t  t h i s  w a s  i n  S c h o f i e l d  Bar racks .  

Q. Had you a t t e n d e d  s e r v i c e  s choo l s  f o r  photographic  
work? 

A. NO,  sir.  
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Q Did you ever  hea r  Sergeant  STONICH b r i e f  any of  
t h e  photographers on t h e  d i s p o s i t i o n  of f i l m  and t h e  use of  
personal  cameras. 

A.  Well, I know +.hey were b r i e f e d .  Now, e x a c t l y  
what t h e  con ten t s  of t h e  b r i e f i n g  was, I d o n ' t  know. This i s  
i n  conjunct ion with--I know what some of t h e  p o l i c i e s  were i n  
Schof ie ld ,  because I more o r  l e s s  had c o n t r o l  of it t h e r e .  
But I ' m  n o t  aware of t h e  exac t  con ten t s  of  t h e  b r i e f i n g  i n  
Vietnam. 

Q Have you e v e r  heard any b r i e f i n g  on n o t  forwarding
photographs which would t end  t o  degrade t h e  Army? 

A. Now, a r e  you r e f e r r i n g  again t o  a b r i e f i n g  by 
Sergeant  STONICH? 

Q. Sergeant  STONICH o r  anybody e l s e ?  

A. I most c e r t a i n l y  have, s ir .  I n  f a c t ,  a s  f a r  a s  I 
am concerned, any m a t e r i a l  t h a t  i s  intended t o  be r e l e a s e d  
must be c l ea red .  There a r e  very few photographers ,  and I ' m  
s u r e  t h a t  a l l  of  mine d id .  

Q. No, maybe my ques t ion  should have been were any 
of t h e  photographers t h a t  you know of eve r  t o l d .  they were 
n o t  t c  b r i n g  back photography t h a t  would tend  t o  degrade t h e  
Army? 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l ,  sir. 

Q. Were you ever  t o l d  o r  were any of t h e  photographers 
e v e r  t o l d  what t h e  procedure was f o r  r e p o r t i n g  photographic 
evidence which would tend t o  be of a c r imina l  na tu re?  

A. Yes, s ir .  Now, i t ' s  been q u i t e  some time ago. 
Would you go over  t h a t  one more t ime,  sir. 

Q I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  determine whether t h e r e  was any
b r i e f i n g  o r  t r a i n i n g  o r  s ta tements  made t o  t h e  members of 
t h e  31s t  o r  t o  t h e  11th  Brigade information o f f i c e  which 
o u t l i n e d  t h e  procedure o r  methods of r e p o r t i n g  photographic 
works o r  photographic evidence which may show an i l l e g a l  
o r  c r iminal  a c t i o n ?  
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A. I d o n ' t  know, s ir .  I c e r t a i n l y - - n o t  b e f o r e  w e  
l e f t  S c h o f i e l d  Bar racks ,  I ' m  n o t  s u r e  it w a s  n o t .  Not i n  
con junc t ion  w i t h  Vietnam, anyway. 

& Did you e v e r  h e a r  Se rgean t  STONICH t e l l  any photo-
grapher  t o  d e s t r o y  o r  n o t  use  photographs because they  w e r e  
n o t  f a v o r a b l e  t o  t h e  Army? 

A. I d i d n ' t  h e a r  him. I d o n ' t  know whether  h e  d i d  
o r  n o t ,  b u t  I never  hea rd  him, no,  sir.  

Q. Did you e v e r  h e a r  anyone? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

a.  who?, 

A. I n  t h e  b r i g a d e ,  no,  s i r ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  

Q. Where d i d  you h e a r  i t ?  

A. I have h e a r d - - l e t ' s  see. On my f i r s t  t o u r  i n  
Vietnam wi th  a r a d a r  team, w e  were i n s t r u c t e d  t h e r e  t h a t  w e  
should  n o t  t a k e  any photographs of  any th ing  t h a t  would b e  
degrading.  I n  f a c t ,  I was s t a t i o n e d  on an a i r f i e l d ,  and 
we w e r e  t o  t a k e  no photographs d e p i c t i n g  any th ing  on t h e  
a i r f i e l d  o r  any th ing  t h a t  may g i v e  anyth ing  away t o  anybody. 
The whole t h i n g  w a s  n o t  supposed t o  be  photographed.  

Q. I ' m  n o t  t a l k i n g  about  s e c u r i t y .  I ' m  t a l k i n g  a-
bout  i n c i d e n t s  which have no th ing  t o  do w i t h  n a t i o n a l  se-
c u r i t y ,  b u t  c r i m i n a l  o r  p o s s i b l e  c r i m i n a l  acts ,  acts which 
t e n d  t o  b e  a g a i n s t  t h e  r u l e s  of l a n d  war fa re .  

A. No, sir.  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any. 

Q. Was it normal p rocedure  f o r  t h e  photographers  i n  
t h e  P I 0  detachment t o  t a k e  t h e i r  pe r sona l  cameras i n  l i e u  o f  
o r  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  m i l i t a r y  cameras i s s u e d  t o  them? 

A. They could  have ,  sir. Every t h i r d  s o l d i e r  you 
s e e  has  one. 

Q I want t o  d i f f e r e n t i a t e  t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  a s o l d i e r  
from a m i l i t a r y  photographer  who was a s s igned  t h a t  d u t y ,  and 
go back t o  t h e  q u e s t i o n .  A s  I unders tand  t h a t ,  t h e r e  w e r e  a 
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number of  photographers  i n  t h a t  detachment and a number of 
cameras i n  t h e  detachment. I was wondering whether  i t  w a s  
normal f o r  t h e  photographer  t o  t a k e  a m i l i t a r y  camera i n  
a d d i t i o n ,  o r  p e r s o n a l  camera i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  o r  i n  l i e u  of 
a m i l i t a r y  camera? 

A. Y e s .  

a - On v a r i o u s  a c t i v i t i e s ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q- Do you recal l  how many cameras were i n  t h e  de tach-
ment? 

A. Assigned cameras? 

Q Yes. 

A. I ' m  n o t  s u r e  of  t h i s  number, sir. I t h i n k  t h e r e  
was one 4x5 Speedgraphic camera, and I could  be  very  wrong 
on t h i s  number, and t h e r e  were two Le ica  M-3's. 

Q. How many photographers  were a s s igned  a t  t h e  t i m e  
you depa r t ed  f o r  your  new job? 

A. I b e l i e v e  t h e r e  was e i t h e r  one o r - - l e t ' s  s e e ,  I 
b e l i e v e  t h e r e  were f o u r  of  them, s ir .  

Q. I n  February? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. A t  t h e  t i m e  you were t h e r e ,  what t y p e  of  f i l m  was 
b e i n g  i s s u e d  f o r  t h e  35-mil l imeter  Le ica .  I mean t h e  expo-
s u r e  t o  t h e  r o l l  and whether it was b l ack  and whi te?  

A. I b e l i e v e  t h e y  were b o t h ,  t h e y  were bo th  t h a t  
w e r e  b e i n g  i s s u e d .  I b e l i e v e  it was 20-20 exposurab le  r o l l ,  
I ' m  n o t  s u r e .  

Q You mean b l a c k  and w h i t e  and c o l o r  were b e i n g  
i s s u e d ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

( STANSEL) 9 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

APP T-241 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

Q 
graphic  
suppose 
you a r e  

Well, from your knowledge of procedures ,  photo-
procedures and information procedures ,  how do you 
we could eve r  determine whether t h e  fi lm--I suppose 
acquainted wi th  M r .  HAEBERLE? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q Were t h e  f i lms  t h a t  he  used, h i s  pe r sona l  f i lms  
o r  t h e  f i lms  belonging t o  t h e  m i l i t a r y ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know how t h a t  could be determined, s ir .  
There a r e  emulsion numbers. However, t h e  emulsion numbers 
a r e  by l o t ,  s o  they come from Kodak,. A f a c i l i t y  l i k e  P I 0  
would n o t  rece ived  a whole l o t  of  f i lm.  By l o t  I d o n ' t  mean 
q u a n t i t y ,  I mean t h e  manufacturer ' s  l o t  with one l o t  number 
on it. This l o t  number, however, would appear on t h e  ex-
posed f i lm.  The exposed number i s  what i t  is.  I d o n ' t  know 
whether i t ' s  by t h e  l o t ,  o r  whether t h e  government g e t s  some 
of a l o t  and commercial a c t i v i t i e s  would g e t  another  p o r t i o n  
of t h a t  l o t .  I d o n ' t  know, b u t  t h a t  would be my b e s t  e s t i -
mate of t h e  only  a c t u a l  way t o  a c t u a l l y  prove it. I d o n ' t  
know i f  you r e a l l y  could t h a t  way o r  not .  

Q. Sergeant ,  i f  you had been i n  a p o s i t i o n  of r e -
viewing, and i f  t h e s e  had been m i l i t a r y  f i lms  and they  would 
have come ac ross  your desk ,  and you would have seen  a l a r g e  
number of  photographs showing a l a r g e  number of women and 
ch i ld ren  k i l l e d  along a road which were taken by a photo-
grapher ,  would you tend t o  ask ques t ions  about t h i s ?  

A. Yes, s i r ,  I b e l i e v e  I would. 

Q. Suppose t h e  ques t ion ing  determined t h a t  a l l e g e d l y  
t h e  photographer s t a t e d  they were massacred. What would 
you have done with t h a t ?  

A. P I would have taken those  i n t o  my own possession 
o r  I would have destroyed them o r  taken them t o  a f a c i l i t y  
t o  be destroyed o r  t o  be d i sbursed ,  o r  i n  whatever manner 
somebody h igher  than myself--whatever way it was necessary.  
Now, my own personal  v iew of i t ,  I t h i n k  they should have 
been destroyed.  That i s  no o f f i c i a l  s t a t ement ,  t h a t  I t h i n k  
they should be  destroyed.  But pe r sona l ly ,  i n  my own posi-
t i o n ,  I wouldn ' t  d i s c r e d i t  my own c a r e e r  f i e l d .  Now, I d o n ' t  
t h i n k  t h a t  a l l  of  t h e s e  photographs,  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  they a l l  
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should  have been des t royed ,  b u t  I t h i n k  they  shou ld  have 
been t u r n e d  ove r  t o  t h e  proper  a u t h o r i t i e s .  

Q. What you s a i d  about  d e s t r o y i n g  t h e  photographs  
i s  a c t u a l l y  suppres s ion  o f  i n fo rma t ion  which i s  d e f i n i t e l y  
a g a i n s t  any th ing  t h a t  you should  have been t r a i n e d  i n .  Per-
haps  t h a t  i s  t h e  reason M r .  HAEBERLE d i d n ' t  t e n d  t o  u se  
t h o s e  photographs o r  show h i s  photographs  t o  t h e  PI0  detach-  
ment, i f  t h a t  w a s  t h e  common procedure  around t h e r e  f o r  
t a k i n g  c a r e  of  t h i s  t y p e  o f  photography.  

A .  I d i d n ' t  s ay  t h a t  w a s  common procedure  around 
t h e r e ,  s i r .  I s a i d  I would have e i t h e r  d e s t r o y e d  them o r  
t u rned  them o v e r  t o  p rope r  a u t h o r i t i e s  f o r  de t e rmina t ion  
whether  t h e y  should  be  des t royed  o r  n o t .  I d i d n ' t  b e l i e v e  
t h a t  a l l  photographs  should  b e  d e s t r o y e d ,  and I d i d n ' t  t h i n k  
t h a t  a l l  photographs o f  a c r i m i n a l  n a t u r e  should  be  des t roy-  
ed.  Because l i k e  you s a i d ,  it i s  a suppres s ion  o f  informa-
t i o n ,  b u t  I c e r t a i n l y  d o n ' t  t h i n k  it shou ld  s t a y  i n  t h e  hands 
o f  a photographer  e i t h e r .  

Q. Do I unders tand  t h a t  t o  mean when you l e a v e  t h e  
s e r v i c e  o r  what? I ' m  speak ing  of--maybe I d i d n ' t  make my 
q u e s t i o n s  clear. I ' m  speak ing  o f  p r o c e s s i n g  photographs 
which you may develop o r  which may have been developed by 
one o f  your  s u b o r d i n a t e s ,  and t h o s e  photographs t h a t  come 
b e f o r e  you as a m i l i t a r y  photographer .  W e  a r e  n o t  t a l k i n g  

. about  something t h a t  t h e  man h a s  i n  h i s  p e r s o n a l  camera. 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q - Coming b e f o r e  you i s  a m i l i t a r y  photograph where 
you have something t h a t  appears  t o  be  a crime i n  t h e  photo- 
graph,  I aga in  ask  t h e  q u e s t i o n ,  what would be  your  r e a c t i o n  
t o  t h i s  photograph? What would you do w i t h  i t ?  

A. I would have forwarded i t  under a t r a n s m i t t a l  

s h e e t  t o  DA r e c o r d s .  


Q. To where? 

A. That  i s ,  i f  I w a s  i n  a p o s i t i o n  l i k e  I 'm i n  r i g h t  
now w i t h  a photographic  f a c i l i t y ,  t h a t  i s  what I would have 
done. Now, i n  an in format ion  o f f i c e  I would have done t h e  
same t h i n g .  I d o n ' t  know e x a c t l y  t h e  e x a c t  channe ls  you t a k e  
from a PI0  o f f i c e  t o  do t h i s .  
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a - What about your s e n i o r s ?  Are you going t o  bypass
them? 

A. No, sir.  

a .  A r e  you going t o  show it t o  them or--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  Like I s a i d  b e f o r e ,  s i r ,  it should 
have been turned i n  through channels t o  where it belongs.  

What about bypassing channels? 

A. I 'm  n o t  a very f i r m  b e l i e v e r  i n  bypassing too  . 

many channels ,  sir.  

MR WALSH: Did you e v e s  go i n t o  t h e  PI0 o f f i c e  a f t e r  you were 
t r a n s f e r r e d  o u t  of  t h e r e ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  on s e v e r a l  occas ions ,  j u s t  pass ing  
through. 

Q. Do you remember see ing  HAEBERLE1s p i c t u r e s  taken  
on t h e  March 1 6 t h  opera t ion?  

A. No, sir. I n  f a c t ,  I d i d n ' t  know t h e  opera t ion  
took p lace ,  s i r .  

Q Do you know who would have developed t h o s e  p ic-
t u r e s ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q You i n d i c a t e d  t h e r e  was government i s s u e  of c o l o r  
f i l m  a t  t h a t  time. Do you know i f  t h e r e  were f a c i l i t i e s  a t  
t h e  11th  Brigade f o r  development? 

A. No, s ir .  There w a s  no t .  

Q What would be t h e  purpose of i s s u e d ,  c o l o r  f i l m  
i f  they could no t  develop i t ?  

A. Well, on t h i s  I h a v e n ' t  t h e  s l i g h t e s t  idea .  There 
again,  whenever I w a s  t h e r e ,  j u s t  a t  t h e  time I l e f t ,  they  put 
up a small  darkroom o u t s i d e  of t h e  pub l i c  information room 
where f i l m  was processed. Whether they  were e v e r  a b l e  t o  
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c o n t r o l  t h e  tempera ture  o u t  t h e r e  t o  p roces s  c o l o r  f i l m ,  I 
d o n ' t  know, s ir .  

Q. D i d  you know S p e c i a l i s t  ROBERTS? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. Was h e  i n  t h e  P I 0  shop about  t h a t  t ime?  

A. Y e s  , sir.  

Q- Did you e v e r  have a t a l k  w i t h  him about  Task 
Force  Barker  o p e r a t i o n s  on 16 March? 

Q- How about  HAEBERLE, d i d  you e v e r  have a t a l k  w i t h  
him about  t h a t ?  

A. No, s i r .  No t a l k .  A s  a matter o f  f a c t ,  t h e  o n l y  
way t h a t  I can relate him t o  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  s i t u a t i o n  i s  
whenever I r ead  it i n  L i f e  Magazine. Wel l ,  t a k e  t h a t  back 
t o o .  I h e a r d  EAEBERLE's name mentioned a week b e f o r e  i t  
came o u t  i n  L i f e  magazine. -
Q- A t  t h a t  t ime ,  you had a b s o l u t e l y  no in format ion  
o f ,  you h e a r d  no sugges t ion  t h a t  any th ing  unusual  had t aken  
p l a c e  i n  Task Force  Barker  on 16  March? 

A. No, sir.  A s  you probably  know, t h e r e  a r e  many 
s t a t e m e n t s  and many, many ph rases  e m i t t e d  from t h e  o l d ,  o r a l  
tongue,  b u t  j u s t  you might s a y ,  rumors. A s  f a r  a s  a c t u a l l y  
hav ing  s a t  down and say ing  t h a t ,  w e l l ,  such and such ,  no,  
s i r ,  n o t  t o  any--not t o  any e x t e n t  a s  seems t o  be  going on 
now. 

Q. .What w e r e  t h e  rumors t h a t  you hea rd?  

A. Now, t h e  rumors, I cou ld  n o t  say  f o r  s u r e  t hey  
w e r e  r e l a t e d  t o  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  i n c i d e n t  o r  n o t ,  s ir .  But 
sometimes you h e a r  s o l d i e r s  come i n  and say  t h a t  somebody 
made a  mi s t ake  and h i t  somebody e lse  o r  h i t  somebody they  
d i d n ' t  mean t o  shoo t .  But a s  f a r  a s  a ve rba t im  s t a t e m e n t ,  I 
c o u l d n ' t  g i v e  you a verba t im s t a t e m e n t .  I t ' s  been q u i t e  a  
w h i l e  ago,  and I c o u l d n ' t  g i v e  you any k i n d  of  a verba t im 
s t a t e m e n t  o f  a rumor. 
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Q .  Do you remember any rumors t h a t  you heard r e l a t e d  
t o  Task Force Barker opera t ions  on 1 6  March? 

A. N o ,  s ir .  No, sir. 

Q Did you ever  h e a r  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was b e i n g '  
conducted by h igher  headquar ters  with r e s p e c t  t o  Task Force 
Barker a t  any time? 

A. No, sir.  

Q .  Do you have any knowledge o r  information t h a t  may 
be h e l p f u l  t o  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t h a t  we have n o t  asked you 
about? 

A. No, sir. 

COL WILSON: Sergeant  STANSEL, you a r e  ordered n o t  t o  d i scuss  
t h i s  testimony wi th  o t h e r s ,  inc luding  o t h e r  wi tnesses  t h a t  
may appear be fo re  t h i s  board,  except  i n  t h e  performance of 
o f f i c i a l  duty o r  a s  you may be requi red  t o  do before  a com-
p e t e n t  j u d i c i a l ,  l e g i s l a t i v e ,  o r  admin i s t r a t ive  body. Do 
you have any ques t ions  on t h a t ?  

A. No, sir.  Well, you might exp la in  t h a t ?  

Q. You a r e  not  t o  d i scuss  t h e  ques t ions  and answers 
and t h e  d i scuss ion  o r  t h e  testimony t h a t  you have given be-
f o r e  t h i s  board with anyone except  i f  you a r e  c a l l e d  b e f o r e  
another  board,  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  board o r  a cour t -mar t i a l ,  a s  
a wi tness ,  o r  before  a  l e g i s l a t i v e  committee which i s  a sub-
committee of  t h e  House Arne2 Serv icss  Committee. I n  t h a t  
case ,  t h a t  i n s t r u c t i o n  does no t  apply.  But a s  f a r  a s  d i s -
cuss ing  it with t h e  p u b l i c  o r  wi th  your commanding o f f i c e r  
o r  with o t h e r  members t h a t  may t e s t i f y  o r  have t e s t i f i e d  be-
f o r e  t h i s  board,  t h e  p ress  o r  anything l i k e  t h a t ,  you a r e  
ordered n o t  t o .  I n  o t h e r  words, i f  you a r e  c a l l e d  be fo re  a 
competent board then t h i s  i n s t r u c t i o n  does n o t  apply.  Is 
t h a t  i n s t r u c t i o n  c l e a r ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

COL WILSON: The hea r ing  w i l l  be recessed.  

(The hea r ing  recessed  a t  1034 hours ,  26  January 
1970.) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: STONICH, John SFC 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 20 January 1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: NCOIC,  P u b l i c  Informat ion 
O f f i c e ,  l l t h  I n f a n t r y  Brigade.  

1. ORGANIZATION AND PROCEDURFS OF THE PI0  OFFICE. 

a. The 3 1 s t  P u b l i c  In format ion  Detachment was 
a t t a c h e d  t o  Se rgean t  F i r s t  Class  STONICH's s e c t i o n .  
L ieu t enan t  MOODY was t h e  o f f i c e r  i n  charge .  There were two 
o t h e r  o f f i c e r s ,  f i v e  photographers  and s i x  j o u r n a l i s t s  
a s s igned  t o  t h e  o f f i c e  (pgs .  2 ,  3 ) .  The America1 ~ i v i s i o n  
had no d i r e c t  supe rv i so ry  c o n t r o l  ove r  t h e i r  work. They 
were r e s p o n s i b l e  t o  t h e  b r i g a d e  commander and were d i r e c t l y  
r e s p o n s i b l e  t o  t h e  b r i g a d e  S1 (pg.  2 6 )  . 

b.  Nornially, MOODY e v a l u a t e d  t h e  photographs and news 
a r t i c l e s  t o  de te rmine  t h e i r  p o t e n t i a l  news va lue  and whether 
they  should  be  d i s t r i b u t e d  (pg.  27) . A n i g h t l y  r e p o r t  was 
made t o  d i v i s i o n  by one o f  t h e  t h r e e  o f f i c e r s .  I t  was c a l l e d  
i n  t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n  o f f i c e  t o  inform t h e  d i v i s i o n  in format ion  
o f f i c e r  o f  t h e  l l t h  Br igade ' s  a c t i v i t i e s  f o r  t h e  day. The 
in fo rma t ion  w a s  ga the red  by t h e i r  o f f i c e r  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  a t  
t h e  b r i g a d e ' s  evening b r i e f i n g .  This  r e p o r t  w a s ' a  m a t t e r  o f  
r eco rd .  S p e c i a l i s t  FORD k e p t  a f i l e  on t h e  r e p o r t s  (pgs .  1 3 ,  
1 4 ,  50) . 

c. STONICH never  i n s t r u c t e d  h i s  photographers  n o t  t o  
t a k e  p i c t u r e s  o f  s u b j e c t  m a t t e r  t h a t  would n o t  be  r e l e a s e d  
a l though on ly  f a v o r a b l e  i t ems  were normal ly  r e l e a s e d  (pg. 4 2 )  . 
The photographers  were p r e t t y  much on t h e i r  own a s  t o  t h e  
s u b j e c t  m a t t e r  o f  a p a r t i c u l a r  o p e r a t i o n  t o  be  s h o t  (pg.  28) . 
Normally, t h e  i n fo rma t ion  o f f i c e r  saw t h e  photographs a f t e r  
t hey  w e r e  p rocessed  (pg.  15)  . 
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2 .  P I 0  PARTICIPATION I N  TASK FORCE BARKER. 

a .  Personnel  a s s igned .  

MOODY t o l d  STONICH t o  g e t  a team o f  a photographer  
and a news w r i t e r  t o g e t h e r  f o r  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  on 1 6  March 
(pg. 4 ) .  S p e c i a l i s t  F ive  ROBERTS and Sergeant  HAEBERLE 
vo lun tee red  f o r  t h e  miss ion  probably because t h e  s e c t i o n  
had n o t  had any o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  do combat news r e p o r t i n g  
(pg. 9 ) .  They were s e n i o r  and were t h e  b e s t  q u a l i f i e d .  
HAEBERLE was t h e  photographer  and ROBERTS was t h e  r e p o r t e r  
(pgs.  8 ,  2 4 ) .  STONICH had no i d e a  of  t h e  o p e r a t i o n ' s  s i z e  
(pg*  1 0 )  . 

b .  Use o f  p e r s o n a l  cameras. 

The photographers  f r e q u e n t l y  used t h e i r  p e r s o n a l  
cameras because o f  i n s u f f i c i e n t  TOE a l l o c a t i o n  o f  cameras 
t o  t h e  s e c t i o n  (pg.  4 ) .  The f i l m  was i s s u e d  and was t o  be  
t u rned  i n  (pg. 4 6 ) .  P i c t u r e s  t aken  on o f f i c i a l  miss ions  
belonged t o  t h e  Army. There w a s  a  w r i t t e n  SOP, b u t  
STONICH d i d  n o t  know i f  it covered use  o f  p e r s o n a l  cameras. 
The SOP shou ld  be i n  t h e  1 1 t h  B r i g a d e ' s  S1 o f f i c e  ( p g . 5 6 ) .  
However, STONICH was s u r e  t h a t  h e  had informed HAEBERLE t h a t  
p i c t u r e s  taken on an Army miss ion belonged t o  t h e  Army 
(pgs .  53-55). 

c .  Film i s s u e .  

Cameramen were normally given f i l m  f o r  60 exposures .  
The 35 mm f i l m  could  be  used wi th  t h e  Leica  camera and wi th  
t h e  co r r e sponden t ' s  pe r sona l  camera (pg.  7 ) .  They had 
co lo red  f i l m  b u t  t hey  d i d  n o t  have t h e  same c a p a b i l i t y  
t o  develop it as  t hey  had wi th  b lack  and whi te  f i l m  (pg .12 ) .  
Colored exposures  had t o  be s e n t  t o  an Army l a b  i n  Hawaii 
f o r  p roces s ing  (pg.  46) . 

d. HAEBERLE's  photographs 6 f  t h e  o p e r a t i o n .  

(1) STONICH saw some of  t h e  b lack  and wh i t e  
p i c t u r e s  HAEBERLE took on 16 March 1968 a s  he passed through 
t h e  photo l a b  (pg. 3 0 ) .  He saw p r i n t s ,  b u t  n o t  t h e  c o n t a c t  
s h e e t  (pg.  3 1 ) .  H e  r e c a l l e d  t e l l i n g  HAEBERLE t h a t  a 
p i c t u r e  o f  an i n d i v i d u a l  p u t t i n g  a t o r c h  t o  a hootch would 
n o t  be r e l e a s e d  (pg.  3 1 ) .  STONICH was p o s i t i v e  t h a t  
L ieu t enan t s  REHM and DUNN were a l s o  aware of t h a t  photo.  
MOODY was probably aware of it (pg.  4 2 ) .  O r d i n a r i l y  t h e  
w i tnes s  d i d  n o t  see a l l  of  t h e  photographs (pg.  2 8 ) .  
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(2 )  When t h e  w i tnes s  w a s  informed t h a t  t h e  Peers  
Inqu i ry  suspec t ed  t h a t  t h e r e  was a p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  nega t ives  
o r  p r i n t s  e x i s t e d  which they  had n o t  d i s cove red ,  STONICH 
s t a t e d  he  had no i d e a  o f  t h e i r  p o s s i b l e  whereabouts (pg .64) .  
STONICH d i d  n o t  know who processed  t h e  p i c t u r e s .  I t  could 
have been done by HAEBERLE h imse l f  s i n c e  he o f t e n  developed 
h i s  own (pgs .  11, 12 ,  5 8 ) .  One o f  t h e  t h r e e  o f f i c e r s  would 
normally dec ide  which p i c t u r e s  t o  develop and p r i n t  f o r  
release. Other?dise t h e r e  was no requirement  t h a t  a l l  of  t h e  
f i l m  be  developed (pg. 34) . 
3 .  DISCUSSIONS WITH ROBERTS AND HAEBERLE REGARDING THE 
OPERATION. 

STONICH rece ived  no r e p o r t  o r  complaints  from ROBERTS o r  
HAEBERLE regerd ing  t h e  16 March 1968 o p e r a t i o n .  He knew 
no th ing  about t h e  miss ion  excep t  what he  l e a r n e d  i n  ROBERT'S 
newspaper account (pg. 3 7 ) .  He d i d  n o t  d i s c u s s  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  
wi th  ROBERTS even though it &nvolved a b i g  news s t o r y  
(pg. 3 8 ) .  Je had no d i s c u s s i o n  w i t h  ROBERTS o r  anyone e l s e  
r ega rd ing  k,urning o f  t h e  v i l l a g e  o r  t h e  k i l l i n g  of - women 
and c h i l d r i n  (pg.  39) . STONICH could  n o t  r e c a l l  ROBERTS 
appear ing  u p s e t  when he  r e t u r n e d  from t h e  o p e r a t i o n  
(pg.  4 4 )  

4 .  PIC NEWS COVERAGE OF THE OPERATION. 

ROBERTS' s t o r y  o f  t h e  16 March o p e r a t i o n  appeared i n  
t h e  Aner ica l  News  Shee t  on 17 March and i n  t h e  11 th  B r i g a d e ' s  
TRIDJ',NT on 22 March. The two s t o r i e s  were s u b s t a n t i a l l y  t h e  
s a n ? ~  (pgs .  45, 50,  51,  5 2 ) .  STONICH knew no th ing  about  t h e  
st;.tement i n  t h e  news r e l e a s e  r e g a r d i n g  35-40 enemy a r r i v i n g  
i ~ .t h e  v i l l a g e  on t h e  morning of t h e  a s s a u l t .  The wi tnes s  
c ~ u l dn o t  e x p l a i n  i t s  o r i g i n  (pg.  50) . The 17 March a r t i c l e  
~ p p e a r i n gi n  t h e  d i v i s i o n  news s h e e t  w a s  probably flown up 
by t h e  i n fo rma t ion  o f f i c e r .  STONICH d i sc l a imed  knowledge and 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  t h e  r e l e a s e  (pgs .  52 ,  5 3 ) .  

5. OTHER INFORMATION. 
; 

/, a. STONICH o f f e r e d  t h e  i n q u i r y  photographs from h i s  
photo album a p p a r e n t l y  taken  by HAEBERLE on t h e  16 March 
o p e r a t i o n .  These were i n t roduced  i n t o  ev idence  a s  
E x h i b i t s  P-180, P-181, P-182, and P-183. Michael RECKEWEG 
probably numbered and logged t h e s e  e x h i b i t s  (pg.  2 2 ) .  

b. The wi tnes s  cons idered  t h e  s e c t i o n ' s  e x c l u s i v e  
f u n c t i o n  a s  news development. 
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c .  H i s  pe rsonne l  never  r e p o r t e d  v i o l a t i o n s  o f  r e g u l a t i o n s  
o r  o t h e r  c r i m i n a l  a c t i v i t y  t o  STONICH (pg.  4 0 ) .  

d .  He was n o t  aware of  MACV D i r e c t i v e  20-4. 

e. STONICH w a s  unaware t h a t  HAEBERLE w a s  c o l l e c t i n g  a 
s e r i e s  of  f i l m s  on VC a t r o c i t i e s  (pg. 6 2 ) .  

f .  The wi tnes s  w a s  n o t  aware t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  an 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  conducted concerning t h e  16 March 1968 
o p e r a t i o n .  H e  was never  ques t ioned  (pg.  62 ) .  

g. STONICH had no knowledge o,f a  mar i juana  problem 
w i t h i n  Task Force Barker  (pg. 67) . 

h .  Normally, no one from o u t s i d e  t h e i r  s e c t i o n  s a w  
t h e  nega t ives  (pg. 36) . 
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EXHIBIT 

NUMBER DFSCRIPTION NOTES PAGES 

M- 1 7  
1 1 1 t h  Bde 
122 Mar 6 8  
I 

TRIDENT, i ~ - 1 7  and M-23 1 
l a p p e a r  a s  s u b s t a n - I 
l t i a l l y  t h e  same I 
coverage  o f  t h e  
My La i  ( 4 )  ope ra -
t i o n .  51 ,  52 

M-23 ( 17 March 1968 
I 

America1 N e w s  S h e e t ,  
l d i v i s i o n  by one o f  
I t h e  o f f i c e r s .  

S t o r y  flown up t o  
1 
I 

P-5 I ~ i s c e l l a n e o u s  Scene I f i t n e s s  had s e e n .  1 33 

P-9 
I 
I ~ i s c e l l a n e o u s  Scene 

1I w i t n e s s  had s e e n .  . 

I 
33 

Witness  was
P-15 Misce l l aneous  Scene 	 w 1 t . h .  3 3  

P-23 Misce l l aneous  Scene Witness  had s e e n .  34 
S e q u e n t l a l  p r l n t s  o t  Recognlzeu # l 3 a  

P-43 n e g a t i v e s  i n c l u d i n g  and #14a.  Had n o t  
P-L t r l ru  P-221 # l a ,  o rs e e n  # ~ a  

#3a .  23,32 

1 no to o f  My L a i  o p e r a t i a l w i t  had s e e n .  36 
Pho to  o r  MY ~ a l  Had s e e n  lnd iv ldua . .  
o p e r a t i o n  i n  P I 0  o f f i c e .  .39 
Photo  o f  My La1 I d e n t l t l e d  w l t h  
o p e r a t i o n  	 one o f  h i s  perqonal. 

pho tog raphs .  
3 6 

Photo  o f  My La1 
o p e r a t i o n  

----. -
Witness  had s e e n .  31  
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(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1316 h o u r i ,  20 January 
1970 .) 

COL WILSON: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR : The fo l lowing  named pe r sons  are p r e s e n t :  MR WALSH, 
COL WILSON, LTC NOLL, and MAJ  THOMAS. 

The f i r s t  w i t n e s s  i s  SFC John A .  STONICH. 

(SFC STONICH w a s  c a l l e d  as a w i t n e s s ,  w a s  sworn, 
and t e s t i f i e d  a s  fo l lows : )  

P l e a s e  s t a t e  your  name, g rade ,  and S o c i a l  S e c u r i t y  
number. 

A .  Y e s ,  s ir .  John STONICH. I have no middle i n i t i a l .  
Se rgean t  F i r s t  C l a s s .  #. 
RCDR: S t a t e  your  branch.  o f  s e r v i c e ,  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  and 
du ty  s t a t i o n .  

A .  U.S. Army, United S t a t e s  Army R e c r u i t i n g  Command, 
U.S. Army R e c r u i t i n g  Main S t a t i o n ,  New Or l eans ,  Louis iana .  

COL WILSON: S e r g e a n t ,  b e f o r e  w e  proceed wi th  any q u e s t i o n s  I 
would l i k e  t o  in form you of s e v e r a l  m a t t e r s .  

T h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  w a s  d i r e c t e d  j o i n t l y  by t h e  Sec-
r e t a r y  o f  t h e  Army and t h e  Chief of  S t a f f  of  t h e  u n i t e d  S t a t e s  
Army f o r  t h e  purpose o f  de te rmin ing  f a c t s  and making f i n d i n g s  
and recommendations concerning:  

(1) t h e  adaquacy of  p r i o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  and i n q u i -  
ries i n t o ,  and subsequent  reviews and r e p o r t s  w i t h i n  t h e  c h a i n  
of  command, o f  what i s  now commonly r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  t h e  My L a i  
i n c i d e n t  o f  16 March 1968, and 

( 2 )  p o s s i b l e  suppres s ion  by any person  who had a  
du ty  t o  r e p o r t  and f u r n i s h  in fo rma t ion  concern ing  t h i s  i n c i d -  
e n t .  

, 

One t h i n g  i s  p r e l i m i n a r y  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s .  I n v e s t i -
g a t i o n s  t h a t  cou ld  have been o r  were conducted a f t e r  t h e  opera-  
t i o n .  The second i s  t h e  suppres s ion  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n . .  These a r e  
t h e  two t h i n g s  w e  a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n .  
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T h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  is  n o t  be ing  conducted t o  i n -
v e s t i g a t e  a l l  f a c t s  and c i rcumstances  r e g a r d i n g  t h i s  i n c i d e n t .  
It  i s  d i r e c t e d  t o  t h o s e  two s p e c i f i c  purposes  which I have j u s t  
named. 

Do you have any q u e s t i o n s  on t h i s ?  

A. No, sir.  

Q *  T h i s  i s  Team C. General  PEERS has  appoin ted  two 
o t h e r  teams t o  ass is t  him i n  t h e  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  o f  w i t n e s s e s .  
General  PEERS may come i n  a t  any t i m e ,  o r  any member o f  t h e s e  
o t h e r  groups may come i n  a t  any t i m e  and ask  you q u e s t i o n s .  
Th i s  team has  no r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  de te rmin ing  f i n d i n g s  and 
making recommendations. Th i s  i s  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of  General  
PEERS, and h i s  a lone .  

On my r i g h t  i s  M r .  WALSH. M r .  WALSH i s  a c i v i l i a n  
a t t o r n e y  who vo lun tee red  h i s  s e r v i c e s  t o  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  
Army t o  a s s i s t  General  PEERS i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  On my l e f t  
i s  Colonel  NOLL, who i s  a member of t h i s  board.  Both people  
have t h e  a u t h o r i t y  t o  ask you q u e s t i o n s .  

Do you have any q u e s t i o n s  s o  f a r ?  

A. No, s ir .  

Q What was you du ty  assignment on 16 l larch 1968? 

A. I was t h e  NCOIC o f  t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade P u b l i c  I n f o r -
mation O f f i c e ,  w i t h  t h e  3 1 s t  P u b l i c  In format ion  Detachment a t -
t ached  t o  us. 

Q- You w e r e  a s s igned  t o  t h e  b r igade?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q Who d i d  you r e p o r t  t o ?  Who was your--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  A t  t h a t  t i m e ,  it was F i r s t  L i eu t enan t  
John MOODY, sir. 

Q Who was your  c h i e f ?  
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A. He was my immediate s u p e r v i s o r .  We had two o t h e r  
l i e u t e n a n t s  i n  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  b u t  t hey  were w i t h  t h e  3 1 s t  
P u b l i c  In format ion  Detachment. 

Q. They had no a u t h o r i t y  a s  f a r  a s  your  p a r t i c u l a r - -

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  N o ,  t hey  conducted t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  
f o r  t h e  31s t .  

Q - And who were t h e  o t h e r  two o f f i c e r s ?  

A .  F i r s t  L i eu t enan t  DUNN. A t  t h e  t i m e ,  I b e l i e v e ,  h e  
w a s  a second l i e u t e n a n t ,  and L ieu tenan t  mHM. 

Q Who d i d  you have i n  t h e  b r i g a d e  s t a f f  s e c t i o n  under 
your  s u p e r v i s i o n ?  

A. No one ,  sir.  We were on ly  a u t h o r i z e d  two s l o t s ,  a 
l i e u t e n a n t  and myself .  

Q. How,many people  were i n  t h e  3 1 s t  Detachment, which 
suppor ted  1 1 t h  Brigade? 

A. W e  had f i v e  i n  t h e  photo s e c t i o n ,  and s i x  i n  t h e  3 1 s t  
In format ion  Detachment as j o u r n a l i s t s .  

Q*  May I s e e  your c a r d s ?  

A. y e s ,  s i r .  

(SFC STONICH hands COL WILSON two 3 by 5 c a r d s . )  

Q - I want t o  be s u r e  t h a t  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  we are refer-
r i n g  t o  were a s s igned  on 16 March. 

A. R igh t ,  s i r .  The on ly  one I have doubt  about  i s  
Sergeant  STANSEL. H e  was i n  between o u r  o f f ice - -and  t h e y  were 
j u s t  opening a p o s t  exchange,  and t h e  S1  gave him those  d u t i e s ,  
b u t  I ' m  n o t  s u r e .  I t h i n k  it might have been a f t e r  March t h a t  
t hey  opened t h e  p o s t  exchange. 

Q Sergean t  STONICH has  prov ided  two documents, and 
I would l i k e  t o  read for t h e  r eco rd  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  of  t h e  
3 1 s t  P I 0  Detachment as p e r t a i n s  t o  pe r sonne l  a s s igned  on 16 
March. I would l i k e  t o  make it  c l e a r  f o r  t h e  r eco rd .  I£ 
I ' m  wrong, 
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s e r g e a n t ,  c o r r e c t  me. The 31st  PI0 Detachment was a t t ached  t o  
t h e  l l t h  Brigade, and t h e r e  were only two TOE vacancies  f o r  
information personnel  i n  br igade  headquarters .  That was f o r  
one o f f i c e r  and one NCO. The personnel  which I w i l l  r e a d  
h e r e  a r e  assigned t o  t h e  . 3 l s t  P I 0  Detachment o r  P I  Detachment: 

(COL WILSON read  from t h e  cards  given t o  him by 
Sergeant  STONICH.)  

F i r s t  Lieutenant  DUNN, Arthur J . ;  Lieutenant  REHM, Carol.  
Lieutenant  REHM i s  i n d i c a t e d  as  being from Los Angeles. The 
e n l i s t e d  men i n  t h e  31s t  P I 0  o r  P I  Detachment: S t a f f  Sergeant  
Donald STANSEL, i n d i c a t e d  a s  being from Texas, F o r t  Hood, Texas; 
Sergeant  Ronald HAEBERLE; S p e c i a l i s t  Four Bernard GMITER; 
S p e c i a l i s t  Four Robert SHORT; and S p e c i a l i s t  Four Michael 
RECKEWEG. That l i s t  which I have j u s t  read was t h e  photogra- 
phers .  

The s t a f f  r e p o r t e r s  i n  t h e  31s t  PI0 were: Specia l -
i s t  Five James FORD, S p e c i a l i s t  Five Jay A. ROBERTS, S p e c i a l i s t  
Four Dean POHLAND and Kevin HOW, and P F C ' s  Kenneth A I N S L I E  
and Lawrence MOLNER. I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  Sergeant STONICH, who was 
c a r r i e d  as  t h e  ed i to r - -  

A. ( In te rpos ing)  News c h i e f ,  sir.  

Q - News ch ie f  f o r  The Tr iden t  p u b l i c a t i o n .  So t h a t  
t h e  record i s  n o t  confused, Sergeant STONICII was ass igned t o  
t h e  l l t h  Brigade headquar ters  company. 

Sergeant ,  p r i o r  t o  1 6  March, were you advised t h a t  
t h e r e  would be an opera t ion  conducted by Task Force Barker? 

A. Not d i r e c t l y ,  s i r .  Lieutenant  MOODY was advised 
and he t o l d  me t o  g e t  a photo team t o g e t h e r  t o  send o u t  with 
Task Force Barker,  comprised of  a photographer and a news 
w r i t e r .  

Q - And when was t h i s ?  

A. I c o u l d n ' t  give you an e x a c t  d a t e ,  s ir .  I t  nor-
m a l l y  happened 2 days before .  A f t e r  we rece ived  t h e  i n f o r -  
mation from t h e  TOC, we would q e t  our teams t o g e t h e r  and g e t  
them shipped o u t  t o  t h e  a r e a  where t h e  t a s k  fo rce  was as-
sembled. I t  would have t o  be a t  l e a s t  1 day ahead of t ime,  
sir. 

Q- Is t h a t  normally t h e  n o t i c e  you rece ived  f o r  a r e -
p o r t e r  and a photographer? 
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A. A t  t h a t  time it was, s ir .  We were opera t ing  s t r i c t -
l y  -- sending them from base headquar ters  a t  Duc Pho. Af te r  
a whi l e ,  w e  s t a r t e d  ass ign ing  a team t o  each u n i t  a s  opposed 
t o  sending them o u t .  We would let them s t a y  w i t h  them 2 or 
3 weeks. 

Q D o  you r e c a l l  t h a t  you s e n t  any personnel  from e i -
t h e r  t h e  31s t  o r  from t h e  br igade  information o f f i c e  t o  s t a y  
with Task Force Barker f o r  any pe r iod  of time? 

A. No, s i r ,  n o t  t h a t  I know o f .  A t  most it would be 
overn igh t ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  it was f o r  any l e n g t h  of t ime. 
I th ink  it was j u s t  overnight .  

Q. What was your r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  t h i s ?  J u s t  get-
t i n g  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  and g e t t i n g  t h e  people t h e r e  and t r a n s -
p o r t a t i o n  i n  g e t t i n g  them o u t  the re?  

A. No, s i r .  I ,  more o r  l e s s ,  des ignated  t h e  teams. 
Lieutenant  MOODY handled t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  wi th  t h e  a v i a t i o n  sec-
t i o n .  I made s u r e  t h a t  they had t h e  necessary equipment t o  go 
o u t .  

Q. When you made s u r e  they had t h e  necessary equipment, 
what do you mean i n  t h e  case  of a photographer? 

. A. He had f i l m  and a camera, and i n  t h e  case  of ROBERTS, 
he would have t o  have h i s  notebook and p e n c i l s .  

Q - Now, i n  t h e  case  of a photographer,  was h e  supposed 
t o  have a spa re  camera? 

A. We had two Leica cameras assigned t o  o u r . o f f i c e ,  
s i r ,  only two. Every i n d i v i d u a l  i n  t h e  o f f i c e  had h i s  per-
sona l  camera. They always used t h e i r  personal  cameras, as  
we l l  a s  t h e  o f f i c e  camera, on assignments.  This  had been prac-
t i c e  ever  s i n c e  t h e  br igade  had been formed, because we weren ' t  
i s s u e d  cameras a t  one time. 

Q* You had two Leicas? 
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A. Right ,  two Leica  camera s e t s ,  and w e  had a Speed 
Graphic 4-by-5 which was imprac t i ca l  t o  t a k e  o u t  i n  t h e  f i e l d  
on combat opera t ions .  

Q* You had a t o t a l  of t h r e e  cameras? 

A.  S t i l l  cameras, r i g h t ,  sir. We had two motion pic-
t u r e  cameras. 

Q - I n  t h e  br igade  headquarters?  

A. Right ,  sir. 

Q .  How many cameras d i d  t h e  31s t  P I 0  have? 

A. This  was a t t ached  t o  ' the 31s t .  We do it f o r  t h e  
31s t ,  s i r .  

So, t h e  31s t  d id  n o t  have TOE equipment? 

A. I ' m  n o t  s u r e  whose books t h e s e  were c a r r i e d  on b u t  
I s igned f o r  most of  it and then I l a t e r  s igned it over  t o  

cZ) 
c3 

Sergeant STANSEL. We picked them up over i n  Schof ie ld  Barracks,  -3' 
i n  Hawaii, during our  p repara t ions  f o r  t h e  move. We were p r e t t y  
doubled up t h e r e ,  and a t  t h a t  time we picked up two, very s h o r t l y  6m 

%

before  we departed.  We d i d n ' t  have them too  long. I t  must r-4 
have come under t h e  31s t  TOE, s i r ,  because br igade  had no auth-
o r i zed  photographers,  so  they wouldn ' t  have any cameras. I 
th ink  they were author ized  a 4-by-5 only.  General HAY made 
arrangements t o  p ick  t h a t  camera up because we were opera t ing  
without  one. 

Q =  How long had you been i n  t h e  information program 
before  t h i s ?  

A. I have been i n  approximately 17 y e a r s ,  s ir .  

Q Does t h i s  seem l i k e  a normal number of  cameras t o  
have f o r  an o rgan iza t ion  t h a t  had a s  many people a s  you d id?  

A. W e  were overs t r eng th ,  s i r .  

Q. You were overs t r eng th?  
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A. R igh t ,  sir.  W e  were a u t h o r i z e d  two motion p i c t u r e  
cameramen and two s t i l l  cameramen. 

Q. You had enough cameras f o r  one p e r  man9 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  f o r  t h e  a s s igned  people .  

Q Had you had any problem t o  meet t h e  i n fo rma t ion  
requirements  from b r i g a d e  w i t h  t h e  equipment which was a v a i l -
ab l e?  

A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  w e  d i d .  

Q- Would you say  t h a t  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  cameras were f r e -
q u e n t l y  t aken  on t h e  miss ions?  

A. R igh t ,  sir.  

Q- W e l l ,  what w e r e  t h e  procedures  when t h e s e  people  
went o u t ?  You checked and made s u r e  t hey  had f i l m .  How much 
f i l m  were t hey  supposed t o  t ake?  

A. Normally t hey  would t a k e  two t o  t h r e e  r o l l s ,  s i r .  

Q. How many negatives--how many s h o t s  are w e  t a l k i n g  
about? 

A. I b e l i e v e  a t  t h a t  t ime w e  w e r e  g e t t i n g  20 exposures  
t o  a r o l l .  

Q So w e ' r e  t a l k i n g  about  6 0  exposures?  

A. Right .  

Q. Is t h i s  f o r  any g iven  t ime? Was t h e r e  any SOP on 
t h i s ?  

A. I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  s o ,  s i r .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h e  photo 
detachment had an SOP. 

Q. When they  went o u t ,  t hey  j u s t  took a coup le ,  o r  
t h r e e  r o l l s  w i t h  them? 

A .  Righ t ,  s i r .  I f  t hey  were going f o r  an extended 
pe r iod  o f  t ime ,  which w e  d i d  l a t e r ,  t h e n  they  would t a k e  more 
f i lm.  

7 
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Q. Now, were t h e  Le ica  m i l i t a r y  camera sets and t h e  
pe r sona l  cameras t h a t  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  had--was t h i s  in terchange-
able f i lm?  

A. Righ t ,  s ir .  I t  was a l l  35 m i l l i m e t e r  e x c e p t  f o r  
one camera t h a t  HOWE had.  He had a two and a q u a r t e r  camera 
which h e  d i d n ' t  t a k e  o u t  on any miss ions .  

Q.  T h i s  w a s  HOWE? 

A. R igh t ,  s i r .  H e  w a s  a news w r i t e r ,  s o  I t o l d  him 
n o t  t o  t a k e  t h e  two and a q u a r t e r  o u t .  

Q. You s a y  t h e  Speed Graphic was i m p r a c t i c a l ?  

A. Yes, s i r .  

(Witness i n d i c a t e d  t h e  s i z e  t o  be  about  8 t o  1 0  inches.) 

Q I t ' s  about  8 t o  1 0  i nches .  

A.  I t ' s  a p r e t t y  l a r g e  one,  s i r ,  t o  b e  c a r r i e d  on an 
o p e r a t i o n .  I t ' s  t o o  b i g .  

Q. No motion p i c t u r e  cameras w e r e  used on t h i s  opera- 4 
t i o n ?  

A. No, s ir .  W e  were i s s u e d  35 m i l l i x e t e r  n o t i o n  p i c t u r e  
cameras,  which a g a i n  were i m p r a c t i c a l .  They were l a r g e ,  heavy 
ones ,  and w e  had a r e q u e s t  i n  f o r  t h e  60 m i l l i m e t e r  cameras 
which, when I l e f t ,  we s t i l l  h a d n ' t  r ece ived .  

Q A l l  r i g h t .  You g o t  t h e  word t h a t  t h e r e  was go ing  
t o  be an o p e r a t i o n ,  and you w e r e  t o l d  t o  a s s i g n  people  t o  t h a t  
o p e r a t i o n .  Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Right .  

Q. What was your  n e x t  s t e p ?  

A. ROBERTS was t h e  person  t h a t  I had i n  charge  o f  jour-
n a l i s t s ,  a l l  t h e  people  i n  t h e  31st P u b l i c  In format ion  ~ e t a c h m e n t *  
And HAEBERLE was t h e  one i n  charge of  t h e  photo detachment. . I 
informed them o f  it and they  bo th  vo lun teered .  So I t o l d  them 
they  bo th  could  go, because they  weremy two s e n i o r  people ,  and 
seemed t o  be  b e s t  q u a l i f i e d  t o  go on a miss ion .  
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Q. Did you say t h a t  your personnel  and t h e  information 
detachment personnel were overcomrnitted o r  undercommitted, 
during t h e  pe r iod  January,  February,  March, and Apr i l?  

A. I d o n ' t  t h ink  they were overcomrnitted, s i r .  Of 
course ,  i n  December and January we had t o  move, and when w e  
were up i n  our  s t a g i n g  a r e a ,  we had no p l a c e  t o  opera te  from. 
I t  was b a s i c a l l y  a t e n t .  We had no equipment, o r  nothing t o  
opera te  and s t a r t  a newspaper. This  i s  why it s t a r t e d  l a t e .  
Once we moved i n t o  Duc Pho and set up an o f f i c e  and eve ry th ing ,  
I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  we were overworked, s i r .  

Q Why do you suppose t h e s e  two s e n i o r  people volun-
t e e r e d  f o r  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  opera t ion?  

A. We h a d n ' t  a c t u a l l y  had t o o  many opera t ions  p r i o r  t o  
t h i s ,  sir. I th ink  j u s t  a case of them wanting t o  go o u t  and 
s e e  what it was l i k e .  

Q You h a d n ' t  had people o u t  on opera t ions  too  much? 

A .  Not t o o  much, no. 

Q. What k ind  of work had they been doing? 

A. T h e y  had been going around g e t t i n g  s t o r i e s  from 
base camps--certain elements i n  base camps. What kind of work 
they were doing? Shooting j u s t  var ious  p i c t u r e s  of  t h e  base  
camps. Wri t ing f e a t u r e  s t o r i e s  on t h e  h i l l t o p  above our  camp. 

Q. Do you r e c a l l  how many opera t ions  M r .  ROBERTS o r  M r .  
HAEBERLE had been on p r i o r  t o  t h i s  one? 

A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  e x a c t l y ,  b u t  it c o u l d n ' t  
have been very many, s i r .  I b e l i e v e  t h e r e  was one i n c i d e n t  wi th  
m i l i t a r y  p o l i c e  t h a t  they went on, b u t  t h i s  wasn ' t  a mission. 
This  was j u s t  someone had k i l l e d  a c i v i l i a n  on t h e  highway o r  
something, and they  both went o u t  f o r  t h i s .  

Q Well, t h e r e  were opera t ions  going on d a i l y ?  

A .  Right ,  sir. 
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Q = Pla toon  and company-sized o p e r a t i o n s  i n  n e a r l y  a l l  
t h e  b a t t a l i o n s .  Weren? t h e s e  covered? 

A. No, s i r ,  n o t  a11 of  them were covered.  

Q . A t  t h e  t i m e  you made t h i s  ass ignment ,  d i d  t h i s  ap-
p e a r  t o  be a  very l a r g e  o p e r a t i o n  t o  you, o r  was i t  something 
of s i g n i f i c a n c e ?  . 

A. No, s ir .  I was p r e t t y  much i n  t h e  da rk .  I d i d n '  t 
a t t e n d  t h e  b r i e f i n g s  a t  t h e  TOC t h a t  n i g h t .  Lieutenant MOODY 
d i d ,  and a f t e r  L ieu t enan t  MOODY l e f t ,  t hen  one of  t h e  o t h e r  
l i e u t e n a n t s  d i d .  Th i s  w a s  how a l l  o u r  i n fo rma t ion  was rece ived ,  
a t  t h e  TOC d u r i n g  t h e  evening  b r i e f i n g ,  and t h i s  was t h e  t ime 
when people  would ask f o r  a photo team o r  a news team t o  come 
o u t .  T h i s  w a s  when L i e u t e n a n t  MOODY would come back and 
say  we had an assignmen.t,  t o  y e t  a news team t o g e t h e r .  Task 
Force Barker  I had hea rd  abou t ,  and p r i o r  t o  t h i s  d a t e ,  I knew 
t h a t  Task Force  Barker  was--the bu lk  of  o u r  a c t i v i t y  t a k i n g  
p l a c e  concerned Task Force  Baxker--only from r e a d i n g  o u r  news-
paper  and from what t h e  boys h.ad t o l d  me. 

Q To back up j u s t  a  minute ,  how long  had t h e  3 1 s t  In-
format ion Detachnent been a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade? 

A. We p i cked  them up, I b e l i e v e ,  i n  October ,  b e f o r e  we 
l e f t ,  s i r .  So they  had on ly  been a t t a c h e d  2 months p r i o r  t o  our 
d e p a r t u r e .  

Q T h i s  was a u n i t  t h a t  was a t  Hawaii,  o r  were t hey
deployed t h e r e  from t h e  S- ta tes?  

A. They were i n d i v i d u a l s  ass igned  t o  o u r  u n i t ,  s i r .  

Q Was t h e  u n i t  a c t i v a t e d  i n  Hawaii? 

A.  No, s ir .  I believe it  was on p;?.pc?::, and t h e n  t h e  in-
d i v i d u a l s  were ass.i.gned t n  a:: ,, I al.ii:>~.d:l:::!:,. .I,T?_E13iTRll9F:and 

, ,R O B E F r S ,  hut t i l e y  were a::).~-.i~,ori:zi:d, -'!::.::.:: :-!1[:1 +-bL;:::cr.$G;r~;.~ll~ 
.- r 9 'r;.- 7.. -1- 1.. 7 .(I .-:,cnouir 91:11,~:.e. ?:::,:;:JI WI-? 3i..cik~.::r3:1:~p C). . ; i : .>;)3 :.k,c :)-t:;::.c?-r:: -just-- .  .- 8 _ ._ : , . .  . ..., I ,caLne i.:.~ assj-qrline~li; \~!!2 [ j : j . ~ ~ < ~ ~ c ~,:;:j:j :, .:: ::.!.. -,; c !  :.x,,:,.L,; :;,.j.l :b~ ~ . < < - ~ , [ ~ . ~ \ ~ ! \a 

(2- So this w a s  a r ~ e w~~.ni:i: as ::rv,r::h? 

A. Yes, i t  was. 
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Q What was t h e  po l i cy  from t h e  br igade  s t andpo in t ,  
from t h e  information o f f i c e ' s  s t andpo in t ,  on t h e  coverage of 
opera t ions ,  a c t i v i t i e s ,  o r  missions.  

A. This  i s  based upon t h e  information o f f i c e r ' s  as-
sessment of what was going on, s i r .  I f  he thought t h a t  i t  was 
worth it f o r  a team t o  go o u t ,  a team would go o u t .  This aga in  
i s  what he picked up a t  t h e  TOC a t  t h e  n i g h t l y  b r i e f i n g s .  

Q I n  o t h e r  words, it was, a s  f a r  as  you know, up t o  
t h e  information o f f i c e r ' s  determinat ion whether it should be 
covered by news media? 

A. Right ,  a t  f i r s t  it was. La te r  on, dur ing  J u l y  o r  
August and so  f o r t h ,  we s t a r t e d  sending teams t o  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  
so  t h a t  no one would have t o  r eques t  them. They would be r i g h t  
t h e r e  f o r  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  commander. 

Q • In  o t h e r  words, i n  J u l y  and August, you d id  ac tua l -
l y  p lace  your teams down under t h e  c o n t r o l  of  t h e  b a t t a l i o n ?  

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q. To d e c e n t r a l i z e  them from br igade  c o n t r o l ?  

A. Right ,  sir.  

Q These en l e f t .  You go t  them o u t ,  and then they 
came back? 

Right ,  s ir .  

Q What happens when they come back i n ?  

A. The news w r i t e r  w r i t e s  a s t o r y .  He g e t s  a l l  h i s  
informat ion ,  h i s  f a c t s  t o g e t h e r ,  and w r i t e s  h i s  s t o r y .  We had 
our  own process ing  depot.  The photographer would e i t h e r  pro-
cess  h i s  own f i l m  i f  he knew how--which HAEBERLE knew how t o  
process  film--or one of  t h e  o t h e r  fel lows who worked i n  t h e  
photo l a b  would process  it. And t h e  s t o r i e s  would be p r i n t e d  
i n  our  paper ,  and a l s o  a condensed s t o r y  would be s e n t  up t o  
t h e  Americal Divis ion.  I f  t h e r e  were good p i c t u r e s  i n  t h e  
group, they  would be s e n t  up t o  Americal. 
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Q Where was t h e  darkroom? 

A.  I t  was loca ted  i n  a CONEX c o n t a i n e r ,  r i g h t  next  
t o  our  t e n t ,  s ir .  

a .  Next t o  your t e n t ?  

A. Right nex t  t o  our t e n t ,  sir. Next t o  our  news room. 

Q Were a l l  of t h e  f i lms  processed t h e r e ?  

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q .  How about t h e  f i lms  belonging t o  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s ?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l ,  b u t  I t h i n k  some of t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  
s e n t  t h e i r  f i l m  back t o  Hawaii, s i r .  This was, i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  
t h e  co lo r  f i lm.  We had no c o l o r  f i l m  process ing  m a t e r i a l s .  The 
black and white  t h a t  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  s h o t  was processed t h e r e .  

Q So a l l  black and whi te  f i l m  was processed t h e r e ?  

A. Yes, s i r ,  i t  should have been. 

Q But you d i d n ' t  provide any c o l o r  f i l m  f o r  t h e  of-
f i c i a l  photographic work? 

A. Yes, s i r .  We were required--we w e r e n ' t  r equ i red ,  but 
we were t o l d  t o  shoot  c o l o r  s l i d e s ,  so  we had c o l o r  f i l m  on 
hand. 

Q You had t o  send t h a t  back and g e t  it developed? 

A. Right ,  s i r .  We would have t o  have t h i s  processed. 

Q.  Well, how i s  t h a t  pa id  f o r ?  

A. We never d id  send any, s i r .  I never s e n t  any. 

Q.  You never processed any' c o l o r  f i lm? 

A. No, sir.  

Q .  From an o f f i c i a l  s t andpo in t?  
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A. No, sir.  

Q - W e l l ,  w a s  t h e r e  a way t o  pay f o r  t h i s ?  How was 
it t o  be  done? 

A. I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  it could  have been done un le s s  i t  
w a s  o u t  of  t h e  c e n t r a l  fund,  sir. 

Q A l l  r i g h t .  They came back now. The r e p o r t e r  s i ts  
down and w r i t e s  h i s  r e p o r t .  

A. R igh t ,  s ir .  

Q And t h e  photographer  develops  h i s  f i l m .  

A. R igh t .  

Q Then what happens? 

A. L ike  I s a y ,  t h e  s t o r y  i s  condensed and given t o  
t h e  Americal D iv i s ion  i n  a n i g h t l y  r e p o r t .  I t  i s  lengthened  
and brought  o u t  i n  o u r  newspaper, The Tr iden t .  I f  any of  t h e  
p i c t u r e s  a r e  newsworthy, w e  r e l e a s e  t h o s e  t o  Americal D i v i s i o n ,  
and through MACV f o r  r e l e a s e  t o  t h e  o u t s i d e .  

Q- You s a i d  it was on a n i g h t l y  r e p o r t ?  

A. R igh t ,  sir. We had t o  make a t e l e p h o n i c  r e p o r t  
n i g h t l y  on t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  of t h e  b r i g a d e  du r ing  t h e  day. 

Q. For  The T r i d e n t ?  

A. No, sir.  This  .was t o  t h e  i n fo rma t ion  o f f i c e r  a t  t h e  
America1 D i v i s i o n ,  b u t  it was u s u a l l y  done by--well ,  L i e u t e n a n t  

.MOODY d i d  it f i r s t ,  t h e n  L i e u t e n a n t  REHM, t hen  L i e u t e n a n t  DUNN. 
One of t h e  o f f i c e r s  u s u a l l y  phoned i n .  

Q - One o f  t h e  o f f i c e r s  would make t h i s  r e p o r t ?  

A. H e  would condense i t ,  r i g h t ,  s i r ,  and c a l l  it i n  t o  
t h e  America1 D i v i s i o n ,  t o  t h e  i n fo rma t ion  o f f i c e  t h e r e .  

Q .  Was t h i s  r e p o r t  a matter of  record?  

A. Yes, sir.  
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Q .  Where a r e  t h e  r eco rds  of  t h o s e  r e p o r t s ?  

A. I t  should  have been main ta ined ,  s ir .  S p e c i a l i s t  FORD 
had a f i l e  f o r  it. 

Q This  r e p o r t  t h a t  would have gone up t o  t h e  i n -
format ion o f f i c e r  a t  d i v i s i o n  t h a t  n i g h t ,  I ' m  t a l k i n g  about  t h e  
n i g h t  of t h e  1 6 t h ,  I b e l i e v e ,  t h a t  i s  t h e  n i g h t  t hey  came back,  
This  would n o t  have been ROBERTS r e p o r t  i t s e l f  o r  what h e  wanted 
t o  have p l aced  i n  t h e  paper .  It would have been a r e p o r t  o f  t h e  
b r i g a d e  in fo rma t ion  a c t i v i t i e s .  Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  Th i s  would 
have inc luded  t h i s  Task Force Barker  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. R igh t ,  sir.  H e  would have g o t  t h a t  i n fo rma t ion  from 
t h e  b r i e f i n g  a t  t h e  TOC t h a t  n i g h t .  And then  a f t e r  t h a t ,  h e  
would come t o  h i s  desk and p u t  a l l  t h a t  i n fo rma t ion  i n t o  a b r i e f ,  
conc i se  r e p o r t  o f  what went on,  and then  he  would c a l l  t h a t  i n t o  
America1 t o  one o f  t h e  o f f i c e r s .  

Q Did you know whether t h e  i n fo rma t ion  o f f i c e r  i n  di-
v i s i o n  k e p t  a jou rna l ?  

A. H e  should  have,  s i r .  

Q = Now, when t h i s  r e p o r t  w a s  c a l l e d  i n  a t  n i g h t ,  w a s  
it followed t h e  n e x t  day by a w r i t t e n  r e p o r t ?  

A. No, sir.  

Q That was c a l l e d  i n  a s  a n i g h t l y  r e p o r t  t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n  
in fo rma t ion  o f f i c e r ?  

A. R igh t ,  sir.  I t  went t o  t h e  i n fo rma t ion  o f f i c e ,  and 
t h e  NCOIC t h e r e  on du ty ,  took it. 

Q They had an NCO i n  charge of  t h e  i n fo rma t ion  n i g h t  
s e c t i o n ?  

A. H e  could have been a s p e c i a l i s t ,  b u t  it was t h e  man 
on du ty  t h a t  evening.  

Q. But h e  was p a r t  of t h e  i n fo rma t ion  s e c t i o n  a t  d i v i -
s i o n ?  

A. Y e s .  
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Q Th i s  w a s  a l l  conso l ida t ed .  Th i s  was c a l l e d  i n  t h e  
n i g h t ,  I suppose,  t hey  came back,  o r  t h i s  could have gone i n  
on t h e  n i g h t  of t h e  17 th - - th i s  r e p o r t ,  depending on what t i m e  
t hey  g o t  back from t h e  f i e l d ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q Now, l e t ' s  say  t h e  day o f  t h e  1 7 t h  t h e y ' r e  proces-
s i n g  t h e  photographs and t h i n g s  l i k e  t h a t ,  and t h e  photographer  
goes i n  and p roces ses  h i s  photographs  i n  t h e  CONEX darkroom. 
What happens t o  t h o s e  photographs then?  

A. They ' re  b rought  o u t  and u s u a l l y  t h e  i n fo rma t ion  o f -
f i c e r  looks  a t  them t o  f i n d  o u t  i f  t h e r e  were any t h a t  he  
cons ide red  newsworthy. I f  t h e r e  a r e ,  t hen  we would p u t  a 
c a p t i o n  on them and r e l e a s e  them t o  t h e  America1 Div i s ion .  

Q They w e r e  b rought  o u t  t o  t h e  i n fo rma t ion  o f f i c e r ?  

A. R igh t ,  s i r ,  t h e  i n fo rma t ion  o f f i c e r ,  t h e  photo team, 
and sometimes I ' d  g e t  i n  on it. We'd look them over  and f i n d  
o u t  which ones  have some newsworthiness,  and t h e n  w e  would 
make r e l e a s e  o f  them. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  s e e i n g  any of  t h e s e  photographs? 

A. I do know, s i r ,  a s  an a d d i t i o n a l  p a r t  o f  o u r  d u t i e s ,  
we were r e q u i r e d  t o  p r e p a r e  a photograph album f o r  each de-
p a r t i n g  commander and each d e p a r t i n g  member of  t h e  s t a f f  
and s o  f o r t h .  I p repa red  one f o r  myself .  A f t e r  h e a r i n g  o f  
t h e  i n c i d e n t ,  I went through my photographs .  I p icked  some 
o u t  which I though t  per ta i 'ned t o  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n .  I ' m  no t  t o o  
s u r e .  I c o u l d n ' t  swear t o  it. These a r e  t h e  pho tos ,  on t h e  
back,  t hey  a r e  logged o u t ,  t hey  have t h e  d a t e  s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  
i n c i d e n t ,  s o  I brought  them f o r t h .  That  photograph has  J ay  
ROBERTS i n  i t ,  s o  t h i s  i s  t h e  reason I f i g u r e d  t h e s e  were on 
t h a t  o p e r a t i o n .  

Q .  Now, t h e s e  photographs w e r e  made p r i o r  t o  your  
depa r tu re - - these  p o s i t i v e s  were made p r i o r  t o  your  d e p a r t u r e  
from Vietnam. Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  
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A. Yes, s i r .  

Q What prompted you t o  make t h e s e ?  

A. I j u s t  p u t  them i n  my photo album. 

Q .  They were i n  your  photo album? 

Right ,  s ir .  

Q . You d e p a r t e d  Vietnam b e f o r e  w e  i n q u i r e d  about  
t h e s e  photos ,  I suppose? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  I depa r t ed  i n  August of t h e  same yea r .  

Q Now, t h i s - - I  b e l i e v e  w e  would l i k e  t o  make cop ie s  
o f  t h e s e .  There i s  one i n  p a r t i c u l a r  t h a t  I ' m  i n t e r e s t e d  i n .  
I t ' s  i n d i c a t e d  by your  number 7 ( l a t e r  e n t e r e d  i n t o  ev idence  
as Exhbi t  P-181) and it has  a number on t h e  back: 11 LIB-10-
17-3-68. What's t h a t  a l l  about?  

A. The 11 th  L i g h t  I n f a n t r y  Brigade,  s i r ,  and what 
were t h e  o t h e r  numbers? 

A. The 10 was supposed t o  i n d i c a t e  t o  t h e  f i l i n g  
system t h a t  I t o l d  them they  had t o  i n i t i a t e - - some  t y p e  o f  
f i l i n g  system; 1 0  was supposed t o  be t h e  t e n t h  s h o t  on a 

I 

20-shot r o l l .  So,  t h a t  would b e  t h e  t e n t h  n e g a t i v e .  The 
d a t e  would b e  17/3/68. 

Q When you developed t h o s e  photographs ,  d i d  you 
p u t  t h e s e  numbers on t h e r e ,  o r  d i d  someone e l s e  p u t  t h o s e  
numbers on t h e r e ?  

A. I t  was supposed t o  be  done i n  t h e  photo shop.  I 
normally had S p e c i a l i s t  RECKEWEG do it. 

Q 0 Who? 

A. S p e c i a l i s t  RECKEWEG, s i r .  
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Q So h e  prepared  t h e s e  p o s i t i v e s  f o r  you and p u t  
t h e s e  numbers on t h e  back. Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. I wouldn ' t  say  he  prepared  t h e  p o s i t i v ? ~ ,s i r .  H e  
i s  t h e  one I t o l d  t o  p u t  a l l  t h e s e  numbers on,  s o  w e  had one 
i n d i v i d u a l  p u t t i n g  t h e  numbers on and knew what was going on.  
He was a l i t t l e  handicapped by h i s  e y e s i g h t .  I wanted t o  
keep him i n  t h e  o f f i c e ,  s o  I p u t  him doing  o f f i c e  work. 

Q And t h e s e  numbers w e r e  p u t  on t h e s e  photographs
by--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I ' m  p r e t t y  s u r e  by S p e c i a l i s t  mCKEWEG, 
sir.  H i s  f i r s t  name was "Mike." 

Q Do you know where h e  i s  now? 

A. N O ,  s i r ,  I d o n ' t .  I b e l i e v e  h e  g o t  o u t  o f  t h e  
Army. H e  was n e a r  t o  be ing  d i scha rged  wh i l e  w e  were i n  
S c h o f i e l d  Bar racks ,  Hawaii, because o f  h i s  e y e s i g h t ,  bu t  
t hey  l e t  him s t a y  i n  f o r  some reason.  I d o n ' t  know. 

MR WALSH: What was h i s  f i r s t  name? 

A. Michael.  

COL WILSON: What you a c t u a l l y  d i d  when you hea rd  about  
t h i s  t h i n g  i s  t o  go through your  photo album and s e l e c t  
t h e s e  photographs a s  be ing  p a r t  of t h e  o p e r a t i o n  on 16 
March. 

A. I w a s n ' t  s u r e  it was p a r t  of  t h e  o p e r a t i o n ,  s i r ,  
b u t  t h e  d a t e s  w e r e  c l o s e l y  r e l a t e d ,  s o  I yanked t h e s e  o u t .  

Q You went by t h e  d a t e s  on t h e  back of  t h e  photo-
graph? 

A. Right  s i r .  I d i d  t h e  same t h i n g  w i t h  t h e  news-
p a p e r s ,  The T r i d e n t ,  which my w i f e  had saved.  

COL WILSON:  I would l i k e  t o  i n t r o d u c e  f o u r  e x h i b i t s .  
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The f i r s t  e x h i b i t  is  a photograph w i t h  t h e  b l u e  
number 5 on t h e  back,  and a c o n t r o l ,  o r  code number 11 LIB-
2-17-3-68. T h i s  photo i s  r ece ived  i n t o  ev idence  a s  E x h i b i t  
P-180. 

The second e x h i b i t  ha s  a b l u e  number 7 on t h e  
back, and a code 11 LIB-10-17-3-68. This  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h e s e  
two photographs would have been processed  on t h e  1 7 t h .  Th i s  
photo i s  r ece ived  i n t o  ev idence  a s  E x h i b i t  P-181. 

The t h i r d  e x h i b i t  ha s  a b l u e  number 1, wi th  a 
code 11 LIB-21-18-3-68. This  p h o t o ' i s  r ece ived  i n t o  ev idence  
a s  E x h i b i t  P-182. 

And t h e  f o u r t h  e x h i b i t  has  t h e  b l u e  number 4 
on t h e  back w i t h  t h e  code 11 LIB-29-18-3-68. This  i n d i c a t e s  
t h e s e  two photographs would have been developed on t h e  1 8 t h .  
This  photo i s  r ece ived  i n t o  ev idence  a s  E x h i b i t  P-183. 

We ' l l  t a k e  a 3 o r  4-minute break .  

(The h e a r i n g  r eces sed  a t  1 4 0 0  hou r s ,  20 January 
1970.) 

(The h e a r i n g  was reconvened a t  1403 hour s ,  20 January 
1970.) 

COL WILSON: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR: A l l  p e r sons  p r e s e n t  when t h e  h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a r e  
aga in  p r e s e n t .  

COL WILSON: I remind you t h a t  you a r e  s t i l l  under o a t h .  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

COL WILSON: The f o u r  photographs t h a t  Sergeant  STONICH pro-  
v ided  are compared t o  E x h i b i t s  P-70 and P-43 as fo l lows:  

E x h i b i t  P - 1 8 0 ,  which  was developed on t h e  1 7 t h ,  
and was probably t h e  second photograph developed on t h e  1 7 t h ,  
i s  shown on E x h i b i t  P-70, a r ep roduc t ion  of  t h e  n e g a t i v e s  as 
p r i n t  o r  frame 31a. 
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E x h i b i t  P-181, which was developed on t h e  1 7 t h  a s  
p r i n t  1 0 ,  i s  compared t o  P-70, a s  frame 27a, and has  a l s o  been 
c a r r i e d  a s  a miss ing  photograph i n  t h e  e x h i b i t s .  This  i n d i c a t e s  
t h a t  t h e  r o l l  o f  f i l m  which i s  shown i n  E x h i b i t  P-70 was de-
veloped on t h e  1 7 t h  o f  March. 

E x h i b i t  P-182 i s  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  frames on E x h i b i t  
P-43 a s  frame number--as a bottom frame number, which has  been 
p r i n t e d  o u t  i n  E x h i b i t  P-43. However, it i s  t h e  second from t h e  
l a s t  frame on t h e  e x h i b i t .  Our e x h i b i t  number o f  t h a t  photo-
graph i s  P-182. I t  i s  shown a s  be ing  p r i n t  number 2 1  on t h e  
code. 

Photo E x h i b i t  P-183 i s  compared t o  e x h i b i t  frame 
16a.  The code on t h e  back of  E x h i b i t  P-183 i n d i c a t e s  i t  was 
p r i n t  number 2 9 .  The f a c t  i s  t h a t  E x h i b i t s  P-182 and P-183, 
p rov ided  by Se rgean t  STONICH. a r e  r e l a t e d  t o  E x h i b i t  P-43. The. 
r o l l  o r  frames o f  t h e  r o l l  of  f i l m  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  P-43 was 
developed on t h e  1 8 t h  o f  March. 

MR WALSH: S e r g e a n t ,  I wonder, i f  by r e f e r e n c e  t o  P-182 and 
P-183, you could  t e l l  m e  whether  t h e  numbers, p a r t i c u l a r l y  
t h o s e  appear ing  on t h e  bottom o f  t h e  r e v e r s e  s i d e  of  P-183, 
d o n ' t  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h a t  p r i n t  was t h e  29th  p r i n t  made from a 
given r o l l  o f  f i l m  on t h e  18 th .  

A. Yes, s i r .  The 29th should  have i n d i c a t e d  t h e  neg-
a t i v e  number on t h a t  r o l l .  Th is  i s  t h e  way I exp la ined  t o  
him t o  s t a r t  a system. I f  I may r e i t e r a t e  myself .  I n  Hawaii, 
w e  purchased f i l m  i n  20 n e g a t i v e  r o l l s .  However, when w e  g o t  
i n  count ry ,  we were i s s u e d ,  t h e  m i l i t a r y  f i l m  which i s  a 36-ex-
posure  r o l l ,  s o  w e  d i d  have bo th  20 and 36. I ' m  s o r r y  t h a t  
I l e d  you t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  w e  j u s t  s h o t  2 0 .  We d i d  have 20 and 
36. He could have been us ing  36 exposures .  This  w a s  a T r i - X  
f i l m .  I t  had a h i g h e r  r a t e  of speed ,  and most of  t h e  t ime we d i d  
use  t h e  h i g h e r  ASA r a t e  o f  f i lm .  This  would i n d i c a t e  t h a t  it 
w a s  t h e  29th  p i c t u r e  t a k e  on t h a t  r o l l .  

Q Can you r e c a l l  what t h e  procedure  was i f  someone 
developed more than  one r o l l  du r ing  t h e  cou r se  o f  t h e  day? 
Would they  commence aga in  w i th  t h e  number 1 on t h e  d i g i t  t h a t  
i n d i c a t e d  t h e  p r i n t  number? 
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, A *  Y e s ,  s ir .  They should  have because each--we had 
a c o n t a c t  s h e e t  f o r  each s t r i p  of  f i l m  which was s e p a r a t e d  
from each o t h e r .  I f  you looked f o r  one 29th p i c t u r e  t aken  on 
t h i s  r o l l  of f i l m  on t h e  1 8 t h ,  you would go t o  t h a t  n e g a t i v e  
s t r i p  and p i ck  o u t  t h e  29th .  They should  have i n d i c a t e d  t h e  
29th under t h e  p i c t u r e  on t h e  n e g a t i v e  s t r i p .  I t  should  i n -
d i c a t e  s h o t  number 29 on t h a t  36-exposure r o l l .  

Q I show you P-43, which we b e l i e v e  t o  b e  a copy
of  t h e  n e g a t i v e s  of  a r o l l  of  f i l m  t aken  d u r i n g  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  
o f  16 March 1968 by M r .  HAEBERLE. I t  c o n s i s t s  o f . o n l y  28 
n e g a t i v e s ,  a l though t h e r e  i s  a h a l f  of  a  p i c t u r e  a t  t h e  very  
beg inn ing  which does n o t  produce,  b u t  I show you t h e  photo-
graph t h a t  has  been marked a s  p r i n t  number 21. Is n o t  t h e  
frame number 21 on t h e  n e g a t i v e ,  b u t  r a t h e r  t h e  n e x t  t o  l a s t  
frame--the frame number which was n o t  reproduced on E x h i b i t  
P - 4 3 .  I wonder i f  you could  g i v e  me any e x p l a n a t i o n  why 
t h e  number 21 p u t  on t h e r e  does n o t  accord  w i t h  t h e  frame 
number. 

A.  No, s i r ,  I c a n ' t .  They should- - th i s  f i l i n g  sys -
tem was i n i t i a t e d  a f t e r  we g o t  t o  Vietnam. I t  w a s  a 
sugges t ion  on my p a r t  t o  t h e  photo l a b  t h a t  t h e y  p u t  down 
t h e  number 1 of  20 i f  they  w e r e  u s ing  a 20-exposure r o l l  and 
number 5 o f  36 i f  t hey  w e r e  u s i n g  a 36-exposure r o l l ,  i n -
d i c a t i n g  p o s i t i o n s .  A t  any given t ime ,  i f  t h e  commander 
asked f o r  a p i c t u r e  by t h e  number on t h e  back,  I cou ld  reach  
i n  t h e r e  immediately and yank o u t  the n e g a t i v e .  H e  h a d n ' t  
done t h i s  i n  t h i s  ca se .  I t  i s n ' t  done t h a t  way. 

Q. I c a l l  your  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  nega-
t i v e  of  E x h i b i t  P-182 i s  t h e  t h i r d  p i c t u r e  i n  t h e  f i f t h  s t r i p .  
Each of t h e  f i r s t  f o u r  s t r i p s  has  s i x  frames i n  each .  Do 
you know i f  t h e  p r a c t i c e  was t o  l a y  o u t  t h e  s t r i p s  i n  number 
w i thou t  p a r t i c u l a r  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  number t h a t  a c t u a l l y  
appeared on the--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  N o ,  s i r .  I t  should  have co inc ided  
w i t h  t h i s  number he re .  For example, i f  t h i s  were a 36-ex-
posure  r o l l ,  it would have been 1 of 36. This  i s  t h e  i d e a  
t h a t  I gave them, and I t o l d  them t h a t  I would l i k e  t o  imple-
ment it. 
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However, I gave t h i s  t o  e i t h e r  Se rgean t  HAEBERLE 
o r  Se rgean t  STANSEL, whoever w a s  i n  charge  of  t h e  photo l a b  
a t  t h a t  t ime.  W e  had no means o f  i d e n t i f y i n g  o u r  photos up 
u n t i l  t h a t  t i m e .  I t  w a s  i n  February, I b e l i e v e ,  when America1 
Div i s ion  d i r e c t e d  us t o  s t a r t  p u t t i n g  a number on t h e  back of 
o u r  p i c t u r e s .  

Q A l l  r i g h t .  A s  f a r  as I can de te rmine ,  and j u s t  l e t  
me conf i rm it ,  t h e r e  a r e  27 p i c t u r e s  o r  frames appear ing  on 
P-4 3. 

A. R igh t ,  sir .  

(2. Would t h i s  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  P-183 which i s  numbered p r i n t  
29-- would it be  i n d i c a t e d ,  from t h e  f a c t  t h a t  P-183 is  numbered 
p r i n t  29, t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e  a d d i t i o n a l  p r i n t s  developed from t h i s  
r o l l  of  f i l m  t h a t  d i d  n o t  appear  on P-43. 

A. Number of  p r i n t s  developed,  s i r ?  You mean, f o r  ex-
ample, 10 cop ie s  o f  a p i c t u r e ?  

A. No, no ,  number of  d i f f e r e n t - - g i v e n  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  
P-183 b e a r s  t h e  number 2 9 ,  t h a t  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  29 
frames developed on t h a t  r o l l  o f  f i l m  a t  a minimum. 

A. Yes, t h a t  should  have i n d i c a t e d  t h i s .  

Q . I wonder t h e n  i f  you could  g i v e  us any i d e a  o f  where 
a d d i t i o n a l  n e g a t i v e s  o f  any p i c t u r e s  t aken  by M r .  HAEBERLE on 
16  March might b e  found? 

A. Well ,  s i r ,  they.  should  have a l l  been mainta ined i n  t h e  
f i l e  of t h e  photo s e c t i o n  a t  t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade.  No nega t ives  
t aken  on an o f f i c i a l  miss ion w e r e  supposed t o  be  t aken  o u t  o f  
o u r  o f f i c e .  

Q Do you have any knowledge o r  reason t o  b e l i e v e  
t h a t  any of  them were? 

A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t ,  n o t  o f f i c i a l  p i c t u r e s .  The 
ones t aken  a f t e r  d u t y ,  going t o  t h e  orphanage,  o r  something 
l i k e  t h i s , '  t hey  would t a k e  t h e r e  own p e r s o n a l  cameras and s h o o t  
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f i l m  and p roces s  t h o s e .  Those were i nd iv idua l - - t hey  w e r e n ' t  
ass ignments ,  o r  any k ind  o f  miss ion type .  Now t h e s e  nega-
t i v e s  more than  l i k e l y  d i d  go w i t h  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l ,  b u t  a l l  
f i l m  s h o t  on an o f f i c i a l  miss ion was supposed t o  be  t u rned  
i n  t o  t h e  P I 0  o f f i c e  f o r  p roces s ing  and f i l i n g .  

Q I b e l i e v e  you s a i d  i t  was a Micheal RECKEWEG who 
developed t h e s e  p i c t u r e s  t h a t  w e  are looking  a t ?  

A. He may have numbered them, s ir .  I asked t h a t  he  b e  
t h e  adrnin person  i n  t h e  photo detachment because o f  h i s  eye-
s i g h t .  

Q What procedure  would he  fo l low i n  numbering? 

A. H e  should  have fol lowed t h e  procedure ,  r i g h t  w i t h  
t h e  nega t ive  numbers, s ir .  

Q No. I mean suppose M r .  HAEBERLE o r  someone else 
was developing a r o l l  o f  f i l m  h e  took.  Was t h e  procedure  t hen  
t h a t  h e  would hand t h e  n e g a t i v e s  t o  M r .  RECKEWEG? 

A. Righ t ,  sir.  RECKEWEG should have logged it i n  and 
ass igned  t h e  numbers on t h e  f i lm .  Again, i f  RECKEWEG w a s n ' t  there  
another  person could  have done t h e  logging  o r  t h e  f i l i n g  o f  
t h i s .  

Q Who a c t u a l l y  w a s  deve loper?  

A. Most o f  t h e  t i m e  t h e  photographer  who s h o t  t h e  
p i c t u r e s  developed them, s i r .  

!2 W e  have had some i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  M r .  HAEBERLE was 
j u s t  about  ready t o  d e p a r t  t h e  b r igade  on t h i s  d a t e ,  and t h a t  
he  may have developed t h e s e  p i c t u r e s .  I f  he  had n o t ,  who 
would have been t h e  most l i k e l y  person t o  deve lop  them? 

A. GMITER--Specialist GMITER. He worked o u t  i n  t h e  
l a b  q u i t e  a b i t ,  s ir .  He knew how t o  p roces s .  He l i k e d  t o  pro-
c e s s  f i lm .  We r e c e i v e d ,  I b e l i e v e ,  t h i s  o t h e r  man. I d o n ' t  
have h i s  name. We r e c e i v e d  h l m  as a malassignment,  1 b e l i e v e .  
He was a t t a c h e d  t o  us .  He d i d  a l o t  o f  p roces s ing .  
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I d o n ' t  know h i s  name. I ' v e  been t r y i n g  t o  r e c a l l  
i t ,  b u t  a l l  I know i s  h i s  mother i s  a famous movie a c t r e s s  
o r  something.  H e  worked o u t  t h e r e  q u i t e  a b i t .  H e  a l s o  had 
some p h y s i c a l  l i m i t a t i o n .  H e  had something wrong wi th  h i s  
l e g .  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  he  was a s s igned  t o  us a t  t h i s  t ime.  I 
t h i n k  he  came t o  t h e  b r i g a d e  a f t e r  t h i s .  

Q Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  o f  who developed t h e s e  
p i c t u r e s ?  

A .  T r u t h f u l l y ,  no,  sir.  

Q Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  o f  s e e i n g  them a t  
t h e  t ime they  were developed? C 

A .  I recall  s e e i n g  some o f  them, y e s ,  s ir .  

Q Which ones?  

A. These two s t a n d  o u t ,  s i n c e  it was an i n j u r y  t o  one 
of  o u r  t r o o p s ,  b u t  I l a t e r  found o u t  t h a t  it w a s  supposedly 
s e l f - i n f l i c t e d .  

Q The two photographs marked 13a and 14a  i n  P-43 
showing t h e  wounded man on t h e  h e l i c o p t e r ?  

R igh t ,  sir.A. 

Q I ' m  n o t  sure--

A .  And t h e  one t h a t  I have a copy o f ,  t h o s e  t h r e e  are 
t h e  on ly  t h r e e  t h a t  I can r e c a l l  s e e i n g .  

Q The f o u r  photographs you b rough t  today a r e  t h e  
on ly  photographs t h a t  you have i n  your  p o s s e s s i o n  which 
were developed on o r  about  March 1968? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  they  a r e .  I have photographs  o f  Vie t -
namese c h i l d r e n  r i d i n g  b i c y c l e s  and something l i k e  t h i s ,  but 
n o t  t h e  o p e r a t i o n .  

Q I t h i n k  you mentioned M r .  ROBERTS was i n  one s f  
t h e s e  photographs? 
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A. Yes, s i r ,  h e ' s  i n  t h e  one o f  t h e  t r o o p s  c rosq ing  
t h e  r i c e  paddy. 

Q L e t  m e  a s k ,  s e r g e a n t ,  whether - t he  ass ignment  o f  
M r .  HAEBERLE and M r .  ROBERTS w a s  a requirement  t h a t  you re-
ce ived ,  o r  whether t h i s  was something t h a t  one o r  bo th  heard  
about  and vo lun tee red  t o  go on i t ?  

A. No, s ir .  I t h i n k  t h i s  is  j u s t  a c a s e  o f  t h e  o f f i c e r  
i n  charge coming back from t h e  TOC b r i e f i n g  and s a y i n g  t h a t  
we needed a t e a m  t o  go o u t .  

Q Was t h a t  L i e u t e n a n t  MOODY? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  I ' m  p r e t t y  s u r e .  

(I D i d  L i eu t enan t  MOODY work very c l o s e l y  w i t h  you, 
o r  w a s  h e  involved  i n  o t h e r  m a t t e r s ?  

A. We t r i e d  t o  work c l o s e l y ,  s i r .  We w e r e  under t h e  
s u p e r v i s i o n  o f  t h e  S1 o f f i c e .  So, a s  f a r  a s  d u t i e s  w e r e  con-
cerned ,  no,  s i r ,  h e  had no o t h e r  d u t i e s  e x c e p t  as b r i g a d e  p u b l i c  
in format ion  o f f i c e r .  

Q I n  f a c t ,  what d i d  he  do? 

A. He a t t e n d e d  t h e  TOC b r i e f i n g ,  s i r ,  and h e  would b e  
t h e  man t h a t  gave us o u r  ass ignments .  He t o l d  us what assignments 
w e  had t o  c a r r y  o u t .  H e  a l s o  would be t h e  de te rmin ing  a u t h o r i t y  
on what s t o r i e s  would be  r e l e a s e d  and what photographs  would be  
r e l e a s e d  t o  t h e  A m e r i c a 1  D iv i s ion  f o r  d i s t r i b u t i o n  t o  o t h e r  
p u b l i c a t i o n s .  

Q About how much t i m e  a day d i d  h e  spend a t  h i s  
d u t i e s  du r ing  t h i s  pe r iod?  

A. I c o u l d n ' t  r e a l l y  s a y ,  s i r .  

Q I t  w a s n ' t  very  much. 

A. No, s i r .  Normally w e  w e r e n ' t  t o o  h e a v i l y  committed 
du r ing  t h a t  t i m e .  
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W e  had j u s t  a r r i v e d  t h e r e  and set  up. A c t u a l l y ,  
du r ing  t h i s  t i m e ,  I b e l i e v e  w e  w e r e  t r y i n g  t o  b u i l d  up o u r  
news room i n t o  something resembling a news room, s e p a r a t i n g  
t h e  news detachment from t h e  photo detachment,  and b u i l d i n g  an 
o f f i c e  f o r  t h e  o f f i c e r  i n  charge and t h i n g s  l i k e  t h i s .  W e  
w e r e n ' t  h e a v i l y  committed w i t h  any ass ignments  a t  t h i s  t i m e .  
We had t h e  m a j o r i t y  of o u r  people  i n  t h e  b a s e  camp. 

Q W e  have had some i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  L i e u t e n a n t  MOODY 
might have been occupied i n  some o t h e r  d u t i e s  i n  t h e  b r igade ,  
a l though  h e  normally was i n  t h e  i n fo rma t ion  o f f i c e .  I n  
f a c t ,  L i e u t e n a n t  DUNN was more a c t i v e l y  involved  i n  t h e  i n -
format ion  o f f i c e  t han  L ieu tenan t  MOODY was. Is t h a t  a f a i r - -

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Y e s ,  I would say  so ,  on ly  because 
L i e u t e n a n t  DUNN was a c t u a l l y  i n  charge  o f  o u r  news writers. 
W e  t r i e d  t o  s e p a r a t e  it, where w e  had L i e u t e n a n t  DUNN i n  
charge o f  t h e  news writers and L i e u t e n a n t  REHM i n  charge o f  
o u r  photographers .  However, it d i d n ' t  work ve ry  w e l l  s i n c e  
we had a photographer  and a news w r i t e r  go o u t  on teams. 
L ieu t enan t  MOODY, I b e l i e v e ,  a t  t h a t  t i m e  w a s  t r y i n g  t o  a r r a n g e  
a t r a n s f e r  t o  a s p e c i a l  f o r c e s  u n i t .  So, a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  I d o n ' t  
b e l i e v e  h e  w a s  i n  t h e  o f f i c e  t o o  much. He had gone t o  Saigon 
q u i t e  a b i t  t o  s e e  about  t h i s  t r a n s f e r .  He was i n  S1 a l o t  
a l s o .  

Q How about  Colonel  DIONNE? Did you know him? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  H e  w a s  t h e  i n fo rma t ion  o f f i c e r - -

Q . ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  A major a t  t h a t  t i m e .  

A. H e  w a s  t h e  i n fo rma t ion  o f f i c e r  a t  t h e  America1 Div i s ion  

Q Did you e v e r  s e e  him a t  your  o f f i c e ?  

A .  Y e s ,  s i r ,  h e  came down, I b e l i e v e  once,  f o r  a ceremony 
and I had gone t o  h i s  o f f i c e  once.  I had known Major DIONNE 
p rev ious ly  from F o r t  Meade, Maryland, y e a r s  back,  b u t  I b e l i e v e  
he w a s  down a t  Duc Pho one t i m e  t h a t  I can r e c a l l .  

Q And t h a t  w a s  f o r  a ceremony? 

A. Y e s  , sir.  
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Q Would t h a t  have been t h e  change o f  command cere -
mony when Colonel  HENDERSON took  over  t h e  b r igade?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. Did h e  i n s p e c t  your  shop a t  t h a t  t ime?  

A. H e  conducted a v i s i t ,  s ir .  I t  w a s n ' t  e x a c t l y  an i n -
s p e c t i o n .  H e  walked through it. He d i d n ' t  i n s p e c t  r eco rds  
o r  any th ing  o f  t h i s  n a t u r e .  H e  j u s t  v i s i t e d  t h e  people  i n  t h e  
shop. 

Q What r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  d i d  t h e  i n fo rma t ion  o f f i c e  
a t  b r i g a d e  have w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  d i v i s i o n  in fo rma t ion .  

A. The r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  s i r ,  w e  were r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  
submi t t i ng  o u r  n i g h t l y  r e p o r t  mainly,  and secondly ,  w e  were 
r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  s u b m i t t i n g  news r e l e a s e s ,  a r t i c l e s ,  and photo-
graphs f o r  p o s s i b l e  r e l e a s e  t o  o t h e r  o r g a n i c  papers  o r  
c i v i l i a n  papers .  They never  r eques t ed  t h a t  w e  cover  any e v e n t  
o r  any miss ion  o r  any th ing  l i k e  t h i s .  They never  l e v i e d  an 
assignment on us .  

Q They had no r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  s u p e r v i s i n g  your
work i n  any way? 

A. No, s i r ,  no d i r e c t  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  

Q You w e r e  under t h e  b r i g a d e ' s  command? 

A. W e  w e r e  r e s p o n s i b l e  t o  t h e  b r i g a d e  commander, b u t  . 

under t h e  S1, sir.  

COL WILSON: Se rgean t ,  I show you E x h i b i t  P-70,  which i s  a 
second e x h i b i t  showing a r o l l ,  a p a r t i a l  r o l l  o f  a f i l m ,  
which has  been developed.  E x h i b i t s  P-180 and P-181 a r e  
on t h a t  r o l l  of  f i lm .  There a r e  twelve frames on t h e  f i l m .  
They a r e  numbered beg inn ing  wi th  2 4  and going t o  35? 

A. Right ,  sir.  

Q - I t  i s  obvious  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  a number o f  p i c t u r e s
miss ing  from t h a t  frame--missing from t h a t  r o l l .  
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A. Yes, sir.  There  a r e  24 n e g a t i v e s  mi s s ing  from t h i s  
r o l l ,  s ir ;  t h e  f i r s t  2 4  p i c t u r e s .  The o n l y  t h i n g  I can s a y  
sir ,  i s  t h e  f i r s t  24 pic'ures w e r e n ' t  i n  connec t ion  wi th  t h e  
o p e r a t i o n .  

Q How do you know t h a t ?  

A. Th is  i s  t h e  on ly  reason  t h a t  I can t h i n k  o f  t h a t  
t hey  would be  miss ing .  I f  it w a s n ' t ,  and t h e y  were a l l  s h o t  
o f  t h e  o p e r a t i o n ,  t h e s e  24  n e g a t i v e s  have e i t h e r  been misplaced 
o r  someone has  t aken  them. 

Q Now, t h e  photographs which you provided-- the  two 
photographs which you provided a r e  P-180, shown as frame 31a,  
and P-181, shown on P-70, t h e  miss ing  frame which i s  27a. 

We ' l l  t a k e  a recess. 

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  1433 hour s ,  20 January 1970 .) 

(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1 4 4  3 h o u r s ,  20 January 
1970.) 

COL WILSON: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR: A l l  pe rsons  p r e s e n t  when t h e  h e a r i n g  r eces sed  are 
aga in  p r e s e n t .  

COL WILSON: I t h i n k  we have a k ind  o f  clear i d e a  of  what t h e  
procedures  were. Now, t h e  q u e s t i o n  nex t  i s  what--who e v a l -
ua ted  t h e  photographs t o  de te rmine  whether  t hey  were news-
worthy o r  n o t ?  

A. Th i s  was done by t h e  o f f i c e r  i n  charge .  

Q And t h a t  would be  who? 

A .  It  was L i e u t e n a n t  MOODY a t  t h a t  t ime ,  sir.  I f  
h e  w a s n ' t  a v a i l a b l e ,  L i eu t enan t  DUNN o r  L i e u t e n a n t  REHM would 
do it. 

Q Were t h e s e  photographs p roces sed  through you? 
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A .  No, s i r ,  they  w e r e n ' t  p rocessed  th rough  me. 

Q Did you s e e  t h e  photographs? 

A. Not a l l  of  them. I was more admin c h i e f .  I d i d n ' t  
s e e  every  photograph t a k e n ,  no,  sir.  

Q How were t h e s e  photographs  handled? Were t h e y  
brought  i n  i n  p o s i t i v e  form and p l aced  on t h e  desk of  t h e  
in format ion  o f f i c e r ,  or--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Usually i n  f i l m  s t r i p s ,  s i r ,  c o n t a c t  
s h e e t .  He would de te rmine  by t h e  c o n t a c t  s h e e t  which p r i n t s  
t o  e n l a r g e ,  t o  s e e  i f  t hey  were s u i t a b l e  f o r  r e l e a s e .  

Q And then  what would happen i f  he  s e l e c t e d  c e r t a i n  
frames from t h e  c o n t a c t  s h e e t  f o r  r e l e a s e ?  

A. Then t h e  photographer ,  o r  t h e  man, would go o u t  i n  
t h e  dark  room and p r i n t  t h e s e  p i c t u r e s  i n  5-by-7, 8-by-10, o r  t he  
format--the s i z e  t h a t  we needed. Then t h e  c a p t i o n  would be  
p u t  on them w i t h  t h e  r e l e a s e  number. They would be  logged 
i n  t h e  r e l e a s e  book and s e n t  o u t  through America1 Div i s ion .  

Q What i n s t r u c t i o n s  d i d  you g ive  t h e  photographers  
a s  f a r  a s  t h e i r  s p e c i f i c  d u t i e s ,  a s  f a r  a s  o p e r a t i o n s  were 
concerned? 

A. They were j u s t  t o  shoo t  p i c t u r e s  and cover  t h e  op-
e r a t i o n ,  s i r .  No s p e c i f i c  i n s t r u c t i o n s  on what p i c t u r e s  t o  
t a k e  because t h a t  i s  p r e t t y  un fo re seeab le ,  b u t  t o  s h o o t  a s  
many p i c t u r e s  a s  t hey  could ,  t o  g e t  a p r e t t y  good p i c t u r e  o f  
t h e  o p e r a t i o n .  

Q . I n  t h e  c a s e  o f  ROBERTS and HEABERLE, t hey  came 
from Hawaii w i t h  you. Were they  given any s p e c i f i c  d i r e c t i o n s  
o r  b r i e f i n g s  on o p e r a t i o n s  b e f o r e  t hey  went o u t  on what 
t hey  were supposed t o  do? 

A. No, s i r ,  n o t  s p e c i f i c a l l y .  
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Q *  They were n o t i f i e d  t h e  n i g h t  b e f o r e  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  
t h a t  t hey  w e r e  going o u t ?  

A. Yes, sir.  I t  would be 1 day o r  2 days  i n  ad-
vance. A s  much advance a s  w e  cou ld  g e t  from t h e  S1, o r  from 
t h e  c o n t r o l  TOC. 

Q Were they  given any i d e a  o f  what t o  expec t ?  

A. No, s i r ,  j u s t  t h a t  it was going . t o  be  a miss ion .  

Q Supposedly,  where were t h e y  t o  be  b r i e f e d  on t h a t  
miss ion?  

A. They w e r e  j u s t  t o l d  t h a t  t h e r e  was--for example, 
going t o  be  a s e a r c h i n g  t y p e  mi s s ion ,  t h a t  t hey  would go o u t  
w i t h  t h e  miss ion .  I f  it was a w i thho ld ing  t y p e  o r  b lock ing  
t y p e ,  t h a t  t hey  were going t o  be  o u t  t h e r e  4 o r  5 days .  
T h i s  i s  about  as much in format ion  as t h e y  w e r e  g iven ,  s i r .  
They w e r e n ' t  g iven  t h e  t a c t i c a l  information--no in fo rma t ion  
on t h e  t a c t i c s  involved  a t  a l l .  

Q What was t h e  d i s p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  f i l m  once it 
had been p roces sed  through t h e  i n fo rma t ion  o f f i c e r  f o r  t h e  
approva l  of  t h e  photography. What happened t o  t h e  f i l m  
a f t e r  t h a t ?  

A. The neces sa ry  p r i n t s  were made, t h e n  t h e  neg-
a t i v e s  w e r e  supposed t o  be  f i l e d  i n  t h e  f i l e s ,  s ir .  

Q Where was t h e  n e g a t i v e  f i l e ?  

A. I n  t h e  photo s e c t i o n ,  s ir .  

Th i s  w a s  i n  t h e  i n fo rma t ion  o f f i c e  a t  b r igade?  

A. R igh t ,  s i r .  W e  w e r e  a l l  c o n s o l i d a t e d  i n  one t e n t .  

Q .  W a s  t h e  photo s e c t i o n  a p a r t  o f  t h a t  t e n t ?  

A. . Y e s ,  s ir ,  they  were. 

Q. And w a s  t h i s  i n  a s a f e ,  o r  what k i n d  o f  a f i l i n g  
system was i t ?  
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A. No, s i r ,  it was i n  a makeshift--we took c r a t e s ,  and 
made v a r i o u s  c a b i n e t s  and desks  and s o  f o r t h  o u t  of  t h e s e  
wooden c r a t e s .  So it w a s n ' t  locked a t '  a l l .  I t  was s t r i c t l y  
p u t  i n  a c r a t e  which was tu rned  i n t o  a c a b i n e t .  

Q And how long  were t h e s e  f i l e s  supposed t o  be  k e p t ?  

A. We main ta ined  them a s  long  a s  I was t h e r e ,  s i r .  

Q. They weren ' t locked? 

A. No, sir.  

MR WALSH: Se rgean t ,  Colonel  WILSON asked you i f  you had seen  
t h e s e  p i c t u r e s ,  and you s a i d  you d i d n ' t  always s e e  t h e  p i c t u r e s .  

A. No, sir.  

Q I wonder i f  you could  answer t h i s  q u e s t i o n :  Did 
you s e e  t h e s e  p i c t u r e s  t h a t  HAEBERLE took on 1 6  March when 
they  were developed? 

A. I s a w  some of t h e s e  b l ack  and wh i t e  p i c t u r e s ,  n o t  
a l l  o f  them. ! 

Q When and i n  what c i rcumstance? 

A. I would s a y  I saw them approximately  t h e  same day 
they  were processed  back i n  t h e  photo s e c t i o n  j u s t  i n  p a s s i n g  
through.  They w e r e n ' t  g iven t o  me f o r  any r ep roduc t ion  o r  
anything.  I r e c a l l  one p i c t u r e  o f  an i n d i v i d u a l  w i t h  a t o r c h  
t o  a h u t  which I s p e c i f i c a l l y  s a i d  w e  would n o t  e n l a r g e ,  be-
cause  it was n o t  i n  keeping w i t h  t h e  s t a n d a r d s ,  showing them 
a burn ing  h u t .  They thought  it was a good p i c t u r e ,  and I 
d i sag reed  and t o l d  them w e  would n o t  r e l e a s e  t h a t  one t o  any-
one e l s e .  I t  was t h e  on ly  p i c t u r e  I looked a t ,  and I knew it 
would be--

Q ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I thought  you s a i d  when t h e  p i c t u r e s  
were processed  they  were p u t  on a c o n t a c t  s h e e t ?  

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q Well,  how could  you s e e  one and n o t  t h e  o t h e r s ?  

( S T O N I C H )  30 APP T-190 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

A. Most o f  t h e s e  had been p r i n t e d  i n  t h e  s i z e  I have 
r i g h t  now. I d i d n ' t  s e e  t h e  c o n t a c t  s h e e t .  I j u s t  saw t h e  
f i n a l  p r i n t s .  

Q Were t h e  p i c t u r e s  always p u t  i n t o  f i n a l  p r i n t s ?  

A. No, s i r ,  they  were n o t .  

Q. Were a l l  of  t h e s e  p i c t u r e s  p u t  i n t o  f i n a l  p r i n t s ?  

A. No, s i r ,  I wouldn ' t  s ay  a l l  of  them. The v a s t  maj-
o r i t y  of  them would have been f i n a l  p r i n t .  

Q The v a s t  m a j o r i t y  of  t h e s e  p i c t u r e s  w e r e  p r i n t e d ?  

A. Were n o t  p r i n t e d .  

Q Were n o t  p r i n t e d ?  

A. R igh t ,  s ir .  

Q Which ones w e r e  p r i n t e d  t h a t  you r e c a l l ?  

A. The f o u r  I submi t t ed ,  p l u s  t h e  one o f  an ind ivdua l  
p u t t i n g  a t o r c h  t o  a t h a t c h e d  h u t .  

Q I ask  you i f  t h a t  photograph o f  an i n d i v i d u a l  put-
t i n g  a t o r c h  t o  a t ha t ched  h u t  i s  t h e  same on P-43. I t  appea r s  
t o  be  frame 7a ,  o r  i s  it ano the r  frame, o r  p o s s i b l y  frame 32a 
on E x h i b i t  P-70? 

Y e s ,  s ir .  I t l s , t h e  32a on E x h i b i t  P-70. 

Q Do you know t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  shown i n  frame 32a, 
E x h i b i t  P-70? 

A. No, s i r ,  I do no t .  I c a n ' t  r ecogn ize  him from 
t h i s  p i c t u r e .  

Q Where were you when you s a w  t h a t  frame? 

A. A t  t h e  photo s e c t i o n ,  sir.  

Q And when d i d  t h i s  t a k e  p l a c e ?  
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A. I t  was r i g h t  a f t e r  t hey  p r i n t e d  them, sir. I t  
must have been t h e  day a f t e r  p roces s ing  o r  t h e  day they  
processed ,  one o f  t h e  two. 

Q That  would be  1 8  o r  19 March? 

A. R igh t ,  s i r .  

Q And who w a s  p r e s e n t  when you s a w  t h a t ?  

A. S p e c i a l i s t  RECKEWEG was t h e r e .  I ' m  p r e t t y  s u r e  
J ay  ROBERTS was t h e r e .  I c a n ' t  r e a l l y  r e c a l l .  I t h i n k  
L ieu tenan t  REHM and L i e u t e n a n t  DUNN were t h e r e ,  s ir .  

Q How about  HAEBERLE? 

A. I c a n ' t  r e a l l y  say  i f  he  was t h e r e  o r  n o t .  

Q I want you t o  t a k e  a look a t  frames l a ,  2a ,  and 3a 
on P-43, and t e l l  me whether  you saw p r i n t s  o f  t h o s e  photo-
graphs ,  o r  any one of  them, a t  t h a t  t ime? 

A. No, s ir .  I don" r e c a l l  s e e i n g  any one o f  t h o s e  
p i c t u r e s .  

Q We ' l l  show you a p r i n t  i n  a minute t h a t  may 
r e f r e s h  your  r e c o l l e c - t i o n  when you s e e  it. Did you have 
any d i s c u s s i o n  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  p r i n t s  you saw w i t h  
M r .  ROBERTS and M r .  RECKEWEG on t h e  18 th?  

A. NO,  sir. J u s t  on t h a t  one p r i n t ,  t h e  one o f  t h e  
t ha t ched  h u t  be ing  p u t  t o  t h e  t o r c h .  

COL WILSON: W e ' l l  t a k e  a 5-minute r e c e s s .  

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  1453 hour s ,  20 January 1970 .) 

(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1503 hour s ,  20 January 
1970.) 

COL WILSON: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  

RCDR: A l l  pe rsons  p r e s e n t  when t h e  h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a r e  
aga in  p r e s e n t .  Also p r e s e n t  are LTG PEERS and MR MACCRATE. 
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COL WILSON: Se rgean t  STONICH, I want you t o  look  through t h e  
f i r s t  photographs of t h i s  album h e r e ,  through ~ x h i b i tP-25 num-
bered  i n  r e d  on t h e  bottom of  t h e  photograph.  I want t o  ask 
you q u e s t i o n s  when you g e t  a chance t o  look through them. 

(Witness looks  through photos .  ) 

A s  I t u r n  through t h e s e  pages ,  I would l i k e  you 
t o  s t o p  me i f  you have eve r  s een  t h e  photo b e f o r e .  

P-3 was one o f  t h e  photographs you brought  us 
and w e  i n t roduced  a s  an e x h i b i t  today.  

A. That  one looks  f a m i l i a r ,  s i r .  

Q P-5. L i eu t enan t  DUNN a l s o  recognized t h a t  photo-
graph.  P-6, P-7, P-8,  P-9, and P-10 a r e  photographs of CARTER. 
Which one d i d  you see?  

A. I t  must have been t h i s  f i r s t  one,  s ir .  

9. You saw P-6. You saw P-9. 

A. R igh t .  

Q P-11 and P-12 a r e  medevac s h o t s  o f  CARTER. P-13 
and P-14 a r e  t h e  same person .  P-15? 

A. This  one ,  I b e l i e v e  I ' v e  seen  t h i s  one ,  s i r .  I t ' s  
f a m i l i a r .  

1 

Q P-15 i s  t h e  b u i l d i n g  bu rn ing  and t h e  man throwing 
t h e  b a s k e t  i n t o  t h e  f i r e .  

I 0  : Could your  memory be  based on t h e  f a c t  t h a t  you s a w  
a p i c t u r e  comparable t o  it i n  L i f e  magazine? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  I ' v e  seen  t h i s  p i c t u r e .  I c o u l d n ' t  r e a l l y  
s ay  f o r  s u r e ,  where. 

COL WILSON: P-16? 

A. N o ,  sir.  

33 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

APP T-190 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

A. N O ,  sir.  

A. No, s ir .  

A. One s i m i l a r  t o  it, b u t  t h i s  i s n ' t  it. The one I gave 
t o  you as an e x h i b i t ,  sir.  

A. No, sir. 

A. No, sir. 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

A. N O ,  sir. 

A. N O ,  sir.  

10: Was it  a requi rement  t h a t  a l l  of  t h e  photos  t h a t  
one of t h e  cameramen t u r n e d  i n  would be  developed? 

A. No, s i r .  They would be  on c o n t a c t  s h e e t s ,  and t h o s e  
s e l e c t e d  f o r  r e l e a s e  normally were processed  and p r i n t e d  i n  a 
l a r g e r  form w i t h  a c a p t i o n .  

Q Who would make such a d e c i s i o n ?  

A. One o f  t h e  o f f i c e r s  was t h e  f i n a l  de te rmin ing  author-
i t y ,  L i e u t e n a n t  MOODY, L i e u t e n a n t  REHM, o r  L i e u t e n a n t  DUNN. 
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Q. You d i d n ' t  have an o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  see t h e s e ?  

A. I saw them p a s s i n g  through t h e  photo l a b ,  and I 
glanced down and saw a fcw of  them. The one t h a t  s t r i k e s  
m e  i s  t h e  man p u t t i n g  t h e  torch t o  tlle t ha t ched  h u t .  I 
t o l d  him t h a t  would n o t  be  r e l e a s e d  under any c i rcumstances .  
That  was t h e  on ly  one I saw t h a t  s t r i k e s  my mind r e a l  h e a v i l y ,  
t h a t  one. 

Q You f e e l  then  t h a t  you d i d  have a system whereby 
a l l  t h e  p i c t u r e s  t h a t  were t aken  were reviewed by a competent 
a u t h o r i t y ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  t h e y  were supposed t o  be.  They were sup-
posed t o  b e  reviewed by e i t h e r  t h e  i n fo rma t ion  o f f i c e r ,  Lieu-
t e n a n t  DUNN, o r  L i e u t e n a n t  REHM. 

Q . L i e u t e n a n t  who? ; 

A. L i e u t e n a n t  REHM o r  L i e u t e n a n t  DUNN o r  t h e  i n fo rma t ion  
o f f i c e r ,  L i e u t e n a n t  MOODY a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  s ir .  

Q D o  you know who , s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  had t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ?  

A. I t  was L i e u t e n a n t  MOODY'S r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  b u t  when-
e v e r  h e  w a s n ' t  t h e r e  L i e u t e n a n t  DUNN o r  L i e u t e n a n t  REHM gave 
t h e i r  approva l .  

Q One p i c t u r e  t h a t  you i n d i c a t e d  w a s  a man p u t t i n g  a 
t o r c h  t o  a hootch.  Was t h i s  i n  accordance w i t h  d i v i s i o n  reg-
u l a t i o n s ?  

A. No, sir.  I j u s t  t o l d  t h e  photographer ,  and I t h i n k  
L ieu tenan t  REHM and L i e u t e n a n t  DUNN were t h e r e  when w e  d i s cus sed  
it ,  t h a t  it w a s n ' t  i n  t h e  b e s t  i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h e  Army t o  p u b l i s h  
a  p i c t u r e  of  a man p u t t i n g  a t o r c h  t o  a  t h a t c h e d  h u t .  

Q. I can unders tand  t h a t '  t h i s ,  a long  w i t h  p i c t u r e s  o f  
a t r o c i t i e s ,  would n o t  be  i n  t h e  b e s t  i n t e r e s t .  But t h e  q u e s t i o n  
i s  whether  t h i s  d e c i s i o n  i s  t o  be  r e t a i n e d  by t h e  P I 0  s e c t i o n  
o r  whether  it should  be  c a l l e d  t o  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  of  competent au th-
o r i t y  as ev idence  t h a t  something was going on. 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  it should  be .  
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Q. For example, t h e  burning.  I have been l e d  t o  b e l i e v e  
w i t h i n  t h e  America1 Div i s ion  and w i t h i n  t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade t h a t  
t h e r e  would be  no burn ing  of  b u i l d i n g s  w i t h o u t  t h e  d i v i s i o n  
commander ' s approva l .  

A. R igh t ,  sir. 

Q. And we s e e  a p i c t u r e  o f  a  man burn ing  a b u i l d i n g .  
This  i s  obvious ly  a g a i n s t  r e g u l a t i o n s .  My q u e s t i o n  then  i s  
was t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  p i c t u r e  c a l l e d  t o  anyone 's  a t t e n t i o n ,  o t h e r  
t han  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h i s  i s n ' t  t h e  k ind  of p i c t u r e  w e  p r i n t  
i n  t h e  b e s t  i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h i s  b r igade?  

A. No, s i r ,  n o t  t h a t  I know o f .  I t  j u s t  s t opped ,  a s  
f a r  a s  I know, a t  t h e  i n fo rma t ion  o f f i c e r  l e v e l ,  sir.  

Q Do you know i f  it aroused any c u r i o s i t y  f o r  any-
body t o  t a k e  a good look and s e e  what t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  p i c -
t u r e s  looked l i k e ?  

A. No, sir.  No one from o u t s i d e  o u r  shop,  a s  f a r  as I 
know, saw t h o s e  n e g a t i v e s  o r  t h e  c o n t a c t  s h e e t s .  

Q. A r e  you s u r e  t h a t  anyone i n s i d e  your  shop saw them? 

A. The in fo rma t ion  o f f i c e r  must have,  s i r .  H e  w a s  
supposed t o  look  a t  t h e m  a l l  and Zigure o u t  which ones  w e r e  
newsworthy f o r  r e l e a s e .  I t  was h i s  job. 

COL WILSON: I ' m  going t o  t u r n  t o  ano the r  s e r i e s  o f  photo-
graphs.  I f  you recognize  one,  s t o p  m e .  Photo P-59 is  
one o f  t h e  photographs t h a t  you brought  i n  a s  an e x h i b i t  
today.  

A. R igh t ,  sir. 

Q Photo P-65, p o s s i b l y  you've seen t h a t  one.  

A. Yes, sir .  

Q Photo P-69 i s  one o f  t h e  e x h i b i t s  which you i n t r o -
duced today ,  one of  t h e  photographs which you brought  i n .  

A. No, s ir .  
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Q A s  you were. Photo P-69, you have seen  t h i s  photo-
graph be fo re?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  t h i s  i s  t h e  one we d i s c u s s e d  about  put-
t i n g  t h e  t o r c h  t o  t h e  t ha t ched  h u t .  

Q These a r e  a l l  t h e  photographs t h a t  w e  have a v a i l -
a b l e  of  t h e  photographs t h a t  were made by HAEBERLE on t h i s  
o p e r a t i o n .  Could you p rov ide  any in fo rma t ion  t h a t  you may 
have on p o s s i b l e  l o c a t i o n  of  t h e  f i l m  which HAEBERLE made, o r  
t h e  p r i n t s  t h a t  w e  do n o t  have? 

A. No, s i r ,  I c o u l d n ' t .  They should  b e  i n  t h a t  photo-
g r a p h i c  s e c t i o n .  

Q Which, I b e l i e v e ,  you d e s c r i b e d  a s  be ing  i n  boxes? 

A. R igh t ,  s ir .  

Q And how long  were t h o s e  mainta ined? 

A. They w e r e  mainta ined i n d e f i n i t e l y ,  s i r .  They w e r e  
n o t  moved o r  des t royed  wh i l e  I w a s  w i th  b r i g a d e .  Of cou r se ,  
b r i g a d e  w a s  on ly  about a y e a r  o l d  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  

MR WALSH: Se rgean t ,  b e f o r e  you: saw t h e  c o n t a c t  s h e e t  t h a t  
you s a w  on about  t h e  1 8 t h  o r  1 9 t h ,  d i d  you g e t  any r e p o r t s  
from M r .  ROBERTS o r  M r .  HAEBERLE about  what t h e y  had seen  
du r ing  t h a t  o p e r a t i o n  on 16 March? 

A. No, s i r .  I r ece ived  t h e  s t o r y  t h a t  ROBERTS wrote  
f o r  r e l e a s e  i n  o u r  T r i d e n t  newspaper. 

Q And you brought  a copy o f  t h a t  w i t h  you? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  I d i d .  

Q. You are r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  i s s u e  of  2 2  March 1968? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. Now, I t a k e  it t h a t  you r ead  t h i s  r e p o r t  when it 
was w r i t t e n  up by M r .  ROBERTS? 
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A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q * .  Did you e d i t  it i n  any way? 

A. . J u s t  f o r  punc tua t ion ,  grammar, and s o  f o r t h .  Chang-
i n g  h i s  thought  o r  theme, no. 

Q And d i d  you d i s c u s s  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  M r .  ROBERTS 
a t  t h a t  t ime? 

A. No, sir.  A s  a m a t t e r  of ' f a c t ,  t h e r e  was l i t t l e  d i s -
cus s ion  about t h a t  o p e r a t i o n .  He handed t h e  s t o r y  i n  t o  me, and 
t h i s  i s  a l l  t h a t  h e  t o l d  me r i g h t  t h e r e  a t  t h e  t i m e ,  and h e  
never  d i scus sed  it w i t h  m e  a f t e rwards .  

Q W e l l ,  it was t h e  b i g g e s t  s t o r y  i n  t h e  paper  on 
2 2  March? 

A. Yes, sir.  

Q I t  was a p r e t t y  b i g  o p e r a t i o n  f o r  1 1 t h  Brigade up 
t o  t h a t  p o i n t .  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q You had no d i s c u s s i o n  wi th  him a t  a l l  about  i t ?  

A. No, s i r ,  no d i s c u s s i o n  i n  dep th .  I t a l k e d  t h e  s t o r y  
over  w i t h  him t o  make s u r e  he  had h i s  f i g u r e s  r i g h t .  This  i s  
about  a l l  I d i d .  

Q I t h i n k  you s a i d  M r .  ROBERTS was p r e s e n t  when you 
saw t h e  c o n t a c t  s h e e t  which shows t h e  s o l d i e r  p u t t i n g  t h e  t o r c h  
t o  a h u t ?  

A. Th is  w a s  a p i c t u r e  r a t h e r  than a c o n t a c t  s h e e t .  

Q It  was an a c t u a l ,  developed p i c t u r e ?  

A. R igh t ,  s i r .  

Q - And a t  t h e  t i m e  you t o l d  them n o t  t o  p r i n t  p i c -
t u r e s  l i k e  t h a t  any more. Was t h e r e  any d i s c u s s i o n ?  
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A. No, s i r .  I t h i n k  it was a r e s u l t - - I  had sugges ted  
t h a t  t h e  p i c t u r e  wouldn ' t  be  pub l i shed ,  and t h a t  w e  s h o u l d n ' t  
make any r e l e a s e  on it a t  a l l .  I t h i n k  L i e u t e n a n t  DUNN and 
L ieu tenan t  REHM concur red ,  and t h a t  was a s  f a r  as i t  went. 

Q Did M r .  ROBERTS o r  anybody e l s e  say  t h a t  it re -
f l e c t e d  p r e t t y  w e l l  what was happening d u r i n g  t h e  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. No, 

& .  They had no d i s c u s s i o n  w i t h  you a t  a l l  as t o  what 
t hey  had seen  t h a t  day--burning v i l l a g e s ?  

A. N O ,  sir.  

Q. Did they  say  anyth ing  t o  you a t  a l l  about  women 
and c h i l d r e n  b e i n g  k i l l e d ?  

A. No, s i r ,  t hey  d i d  n o t .  

Q Did you h e a r  about  i t . f r o m  any o t h e r  sou rces?  

A. No, s i r .  My t e n t  where I s l e p t  was d i f f e r e n t  
t han  t h e i r ' s ,  b u t  i n  t h e  o f f i c e  t h e r e  w a s  never  a word u t -
t e r e d  t h a t  you could  h e a r  about  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n .  H e  had people  
come t o  v i s i t  him, I was i n  t h e  o f f i c e  n e a r l y  eve ry  n i g h t ,  and 
h e  had people  coming t o  v i s i t  him from 1 / 2 0 .  ROBERTS had a 
f r i e n d  i n  t h e r e ,  some s e r g e a n t .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  h i s  name. 

Q. Did you h e a r  anyth ing  about  women and c h i l d r e n  on 
t h e  o p e r a t i o n ,  b e f o r e  it broke i n  t h e  newspapers r e c e n t l y ?  

A. No, s ir .  

Q Did you know Colonel  BARKER'S d r i v e r ?  

A. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  him, s i r .  I t h i n k  h e  was a young 
boy. I ' m  not--a young PFC, I t h i n k .  H e  came i n t o  t h e  P I 0  shop,  
I t h i n k ,  a few t imes .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  name though. 

Q .  I ' l l  show E x h i b i t  P-68 and ask you i f  any i n d i v i d u a l  
i n  t h a t  p i c t u r e  can b e  i d e n t i f i e d  by you a s  Colonel  BARKER'S 
d r i v e r .  
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A. I know t h i s  i n d i v i d u a l ,  s i r ,  b u t  n o t  s p e ~ i f i c a l l y  
as Colonel  BARKER'S d r i v e r .  -

Q - .  You a r e  i n d i c a t i n g  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  i n  t h e  foreground? 

A. .Yes, sir.  He has  been i n  o u r  i n fo rma t ion  o f f i c e .  I 
t h i n k  h e  was t r y i n g  f o r  an assignment t h e r e  o r  something. 
L ieu t enan t  MOODY handled t h i s  one. H e  wanted an assignment 
i n  o u r  shop o r  something l i k e  t h i s .  

Q You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  h i s  name? 

A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t .  H e  d i d n ' t  seem t o o  r e s p o n s i b l e .  
L i e u t e n a n t  MOODY asked m e  about  him. I t o l d  him he d i d n ' t  seem 
r e s p o n s i b l e .  We were o v e r s t r e n g t h  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  So,  I t h i n k ,  
t h i s  i s  where I ' m  p l a c i n g  him, a s  t r y i n g  f o r  an ass ignment  i n  
o u r  o f f i c e .  

Q. Sergean t ,  when you had e n l i s t e d  men, p a r t i c u l a r l y
d r a f t e e s ,  a s s igned  i n  your  P I 0  u n i t ,  d i d  you normally g i v e  
them i n s t r u c t i o n s  on t h e i r  job,  what t o  do, and t o  r e p o r t  
f a v o r a b l e  i n fo rma t ion  about  t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade and n o t  rock 
t h e  boa t  w i t h  unfavorab le  in format ion  t h a t  t hey  came a c r o s s .  

A. No, sir.  

Q .  Was it your  p r a c t i c e  e v e r  t o  r e p o r t  t o  anyone,
h i g h e r  author i ty ;any in format ion  t h a t  i s  i n  v i o l a t i o n  o f  reg-
u l a t i o n s  o r  c r i m i n a l  a c t i v i t y  t h a t  any o f  your  people  would r e -
p o r t  t o  you? 

A. No, sir. They never  r e p o r t e d  any t o  me. 

Q.  Did you e v e r  i n s t r u c t  them t o  r e p o r t  such m a t t e r s  
t o  you o r  t o  t h e  o f f i c e r  i n  charge of  t h e  detachment when 
they  observed i t ?  

A. No, sir.  I be l i eve - - I  d i d n ' t  do it p e r s o n a l l y ,  
b u t  I b e l i e v e  they  r e c e i v e d  i n s ~ r u c t i o n sfrom t h e  headqua r t e r s  
company commander, Capta in  O 'BRLEN.  i b e l i e v e  h e  spoke t o  
everyone about  t h i s ,  s i n c e  t h e r e  were i n c i d e n t s  p r i o r  t o  t h i s  
one r ega rd ing  c i v i l i a n s .  

(STONICH) 40 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

APP T-190 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

That  your  r e p o r t e r s  b rought  t o  you? 

A. No, s i r .  This  was r e p o r t e d  by the p r o v o s t  marshal ,  
and by one ~ h o t o g r a p h e r  and one r e p o r t e r .  I t  was t aken  c a r e  
of by t h e  p rovos t  marshal .  

Q - Could you t e l l  me a l i t t l e  about  t h e  i n c i d e n t ?  

A. R igh t ,  s ir .  One o f  t h e  cooks i n  t h e  headqua r t e r s  
company went t empora r i l y  b e r s e r k ,  and he  s h o t  a  couple  of c i v -  
i l i a n s .  H e  was t r i e d  and cou r t -mar t i a l ed .  

Q. Th is  w a s  observed by ~ e o p l e  i n  vour  shop? 

A. They went o u t  t o  cover  t h e  s t o r y ,  i f  t h e r e  was a 
s t o r y .  Yes, s ir .  They went o u t  w i th  Major PITTMAN who was t h e  
p rovos t  marshal  a t  t h e  t i m e .  

Q- They had n o t  been t h e  i n i t i a t i n g  people?  

A. No, s ir .  

Q. Do vou e v e r  r e c a l l  an i n c i d e n t  when you were w i t h  
t h e  l l t h  Briqade xhere i n d i v i d u a l s  o f  your  shop observed v io -  
l a t i o n s  of r u l e s  o r  r e g u l a t i o n s ?  

A. I t  w a s  never  b rought  t o  my a t t e n t i o n ,  s i r .  

Q. Was it brought  t o  your  a t t e n t i o n ,  o r  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  
of  t h e  p rovos t  marshal?  

A. N O ,  s ir .  

Q a  Did you c o n s i d e r  t h a t  your  e x c l u s i v e  f u n c t i o n  w a s  
t o  develop f a v o r a b l e  news f o r  t h e  l l t h  Brigade,  i n  a f avo rab le  
l i g h t  w i t h  t h e  p u b l i c  and wi th  o t h e r  a r e a s ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  I l i k e  t o  p u t  them favorab ly  i f  t h e  i n -  
s t a n c e  a r o s e .  I f  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  a r o s e  un favorab le ,  I wouldn ' t  
h e s i t a t e  t o  g ive  i t  t h e  same coverage a s  it would be  i f  favor -
ab l e .  Of c o u r s e ,  t r u t h f u l l y ,  I wou ldn ' t  f e e l  t h a t  i t  would be 
r e l e a s e d ,  b u t  I would g i v e  it t h e  same coverage.  
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Q Did you i n s t r u c t  your  photographers  n o t  t o  t a k e  
p i c t u r e s  o f  t h i n g s  t h a t  wou ldn ' t  be  r e l e a s e d ?  

A..  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  g i v i n g  t h a t  i n s t r u c t i o n ,  no,  sir.  

10: .The r e l e a s e  o f  such in fo rma t ion  t h a t  M r .  WALSH 
i s  t a l k i n g  abou t ,  would t h a t  be  a P I 0  r e l e a s e  o r  a command 
d e c i s i o n ?  

A. Normally it was t h e  i n fo rma t ion  o f f i c e r ,  s ir .  Th i s  
was t h e  p r a c t i c e  t h a t  I observed wh i l e  I was w i t h  them. 

Q. Well,  d i d  you eve r  s e e  any unfavorab le  p i c t u r e s ?  

A. Now, t h i n k i n g  back,  s i r ,  t h e  t h a t c h e d  h u t .  This  
i s  t h e  on ly  one. 

Q. Was it r e l e a s e d ?  

A. No, s i r ,  it was n o t .  

Q I f  you had t o  come down t o  a p i c t u r e  t h a t  was go-
i n g  t o  b e  r e l e a s e d ,  and you knew it would n o t  r e f l e c t  f avo rab ly  
upon t h e  command, do you t h i n k  t h e  I0 would go ahead and re-
l e a s e  i t ?  

A. I t h i n k  h e  would t a k e  it up w i t h  t h e  commander. 

Q T h a t ' s  my p o i n t ,  because he  would be  a s h o r t - l i v e d  
10. 

MR WALSH: Did you t a k e  up w i t h  any p a r t y  t h e  p i c t u r e  t h a t  
you observed on t h e  1 8 t h  o r  1 9 t h  of a s o l d i e r  bu rn ing  t h e  
t h a t c h e d  hootch? 

A. No, s i r ,  j u s t  wi th  Lieutenant-- I 'm p r e t t y  s u r e  t h a t  
L ieu t enan t  MOODY was t h e r e .  I know L ieu tenan t  REHM and Lieu-
t e n a n t  DUNN w e r e  t h e r e .  

Q Do you know i f  they took it up with anyone? 

A. No, I d o n ' t .  
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0. Do you r e c a l l  any o t h e r  i n c i d e n t  where e i t h e r  a p i c -
t u r e  o r  s t o r y  brought  i n  by your  people  which r e f l e c t e d  unfav-
o r a b l y  on t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade w a s  t aken  up wi th  h i g h e r  a u t h o r i t y ?  

A. N O ,  sir.  

I0 : You've i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  you checked M r .  ROBERTS o u t  
on a l l  t h e  f a c t s  and f i g u r e s  i n  h i s  s t o r y  b e f o r e  he  wro te  it. 

A. He wrote  i t ,  then  I asked him i f  a l l  t h e s e  f a c t s  
and f i g u r e s  w e r e  c o r r e c t .  

Q Is t h a t  checking them o u t ?  

A. It  w a s  checked o u t  l a t e r  t h a t  evening  i n  t h e  TOC, 
sir. We g o t  t h e  o f f i c i a l  f i g u r e s  from t h e  TOC, i n  t h e  b r i e f i n g  
t h a t  t hey  gave t h a t  evening.  

Q. W e l l ,  t h e r e  i s  one s t a t e m e n t  i n  t h e r e  t h a t  i s  d i -
r e c t l y  o p p o s i t e  from t h e  t r u t h .  

A. Which one i s  t h a t ,  s i r ?  

Q .  Where it says  t h a t  t hey  were t o l d  35 of t h e  enemy came 
i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e .  The s t o r y  a c t u a l l y  i s  about  35 t o  40  l e f t  
t h e  v i l l a g e  e a r l y  i n  t h e  morning. Was t h i s  checked o u t  w i t h  
t h e  S2?  

A. No, s i r ,  n o t  t h a t  I can r e c a l l .  

Q .  ROBERTS a l s o  t e l l s  m e  t h a t  h e  w a s  s o  u p s e t  h e  would-
n ' t  w r i t e  t h e  s t o r y .  

A. N O ,  sir.  

Q H e  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e  b a s i c  s t o r y  was w r i t t e n  by 
L ieu tenan t  DUNN on a format provided by DUNN, and h e  j u s t  f i l l e d  
i n  a few o f  t h e  f i g u r e s .  

I r e c e i v e d  t h e  s t o r y  from S p e c i a l i s t  ROBERTS. 
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Q My unders tanding  from ROBERTS and from HAEBERLE bo th  
--and through ROBERTS t o  a much g r e a t e r  e x t e n t  t han  HAEBERLE--
i s  t h a t  t h e y  were p r e t t y  u p s e t ,  bo th  p h y s i c a l l y  and men ta l ly ,  
when they  came back i n  a s  a r e s u l t  of  t h i s .  Now, w e  f i n d  them 
w r i t i n g  t h e s e  s t o r i e s ,  and e v e r y t h i n g  comes o u t  sweetness  and 
l i g h t .  \ 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  him b e i n g  u p s e t ,  s i r .  

Q A r e  s u r e  t h a t  ROBERTS and HAEBERLE d i d n ' t  t e l l  
you something about  t h e  unnecessary.  k i l l i n g  o f  women and c h i l -
d ren  o u t  t h e r e ?  

A. Very p o s i t i v e ,  sir.  

Q About what t ime d i d  BARKER'S d r i v e r  a r r i v e  on t h e  
scene? 

A. I couldn t s a y  e x a c t l y ,  s i r ,  because h e  would d r i f t  
i n  and then  h e  would d r i f t  o u t .  H e  was j u s t  v i s i t i n g .  

Q. What was h e  a sk ing  about?  

A. He was a s k i n g  a c t u a l l y ,  I b e l i e v e ,  about  an a s s ign -
ment t o  t h e  3 1 s t  PID. 

Q. Was h e  a s k i n g  about  p i c t u r e s ?  

A. Not t h a t  I can r e c a l l ,  sir. H e  may have gone back 
t o  t h e  photo s e c t i o n .  H e  would t a l k  t o  t h e  photographers  and 
t o  t h e  newsmen. H e  never  asked m e  f o r  any p i c t u r e s .  

A. Did you e v e r  f e e l  t h a t  he  was t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  o u t  what 
p i c t u r e s  you had i n  t h e  I0 shop? 

Q. No. 

A. How long  a t a l k  d i d  you have w i t h  ROBERTS and HAEB-
ERLE when they  came back? 

Q I t  w a s n ' t  very  long ,  s i r .  They came back i n ,  and 
they  were d i r t y  o f  cou r se ,  and they  wanted t o  t a k e  a shower. So 
they went and took a shower. This  i s  normal procedure .  There 
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was no hu r ry  f o r  t h e  s t o r y .  The paper  came o u t  each week. 

Q. But you had t o  c a l l  i n  t h e  d e t a i l s  t h a t  n i g h t ?  

A. T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  One of t h e  o f f i c e r s  would g e t  t h e  de-
t a i l s  from t h e  TOC. They would g e t  it i n  a conc i se  form and 
send it t o  t h e  Americal D iv i s ion .  We d i d n ' t  r e l e a s e  t h e  s t o r y  
a s  such t o  t h e  A m e r i c a l  D iv i s ion .  

Q This  s t o r y ,  a s  a  m a t t e r  o f  f a c t ,  i n  The T r i d e n t ,  ap-
pea r s  subsequent  t o  t h e  s t o r y  t h a t  was r e l e a s e d  i n  t h e  A m e r --
i c a l  Div is ion  paper .  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  s e e i n g  it i n  t h e  America1 p a p e r r s i r .  
I r e c a l l  s e e i n g  a smal l  b l u r b  i n  t h e  S t a r s  and S t r i p e s .  

(Witness s t u d i e s  E x h i b i t  M - 1 7 .  ) 

This  was phoned i n  by L ieu tenan t  DUNN o r  L i e u t e n a n t  
MOODY o r  L ieu t enan t  REHM t h e  evening  a f t e r  t h e  o p e r a t i o n ,  when 
they  had f i n i s h e d  i n  t h e  TOC. 

A. How much work around t h e  I0 shop d i d  L i e u t e n a n t  
MOODY do? 

Q - About t h i s  t i m e ,  s i r ,  I b e l i e v e  h e  was busy t r y i n g  
t o  g e t  t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  s p e c i a l  f o r c e s .  He w a s n ' t  i n  t h e  o f f i c e  
t o o  much. L i e u t e n a n t  DUNN and L i e u t e n a n t  REHM w e r e  hand l ing  
most o f  t h e  work i n  t h e  o f f i c e .  

A. What w a s  L i e u t e n a n t  MOODY doing? Was h e  on some 
s p e c i a l  ass ignment  f o r  Co10,nel HENDERSON o r  General  LIPSCOMB? 

A. No, s i r ,  n o t  t h a t  I can r e c a l l .  H e  was i n  t h e  S1 
shop q u i t e  a b i t .  I t h i n k  h e  w a s  t r y i n g  t o  see about  h i s  t r a n s -
f e r  t o  s p e c i a l  f o r c e s .  

Q H e  can '  t s t a y  t h e r e  a l l  day long ,  day i n  and day 
o u t ?  

A. No, sir.  He s p e n t  a g r e a t  d e a l  of  t i m e  w i t h  Cap ta in  
WOFFORD who was t h e n  t h e  a s s i s t a n t  S1.  
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Q What was t h e  procedure  w i t h i n  t h e  America1 D i v i s i o n ,  
and s p e c i f i c a l l y  t h e  l l t h  Brigade,  on t h e  use of  p r i v a t e  cameras? 

A. Since  the--going back,  s i r ,  when I f i r s t  a r r i v e d  i n  
l l t h  Brigade,  I a r r i v e d  and t h e r e  was no P I 0  shop. I had t o  se t  
one up. A t  t h a t  t ime ,  they  were u s ing  two photographers ,  HAEB-
ERLE and a PFC GOERTEN from ano the r  b a t t a l i o n .  The commander \ 

t h e n  was General  HAY. He brought  t h o s e  two i n d i v i d u a l s  t o  t h e  
PI0 shop,  and a s s igned  them t o  us .  W e  had no m i l i t a r y  cameras. 
They bo th  had c i v i l i a n  cameras. W e  used t h e s e  cameras u n t i l  
w e  g o t  a Speed Graphic 4-by-5. The p o l i c y  was c i v i l i a n  cameras 
could  be  used on o f f i c i a l  mi s s ions ,  b u t  t h e  f i l m  w a s  o f f i c i a l .  
The f i l m  would be  t u r n e d  i n .  

Q Was t h i s  p u t  down on paper  any p l a c e ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know i f  Se rgean t  STANSEL p u t  t h a t  i n  an SOP 
o r  n o t .  I c o u l d n ' t  s ay .  

Q Sergean t  who? 

A. STANSEL, sir.  He w a s  photo c h i e f ,  and I c a n ' t  re-
c a l l  i f  h e  was photo c h i e f  a t  t h a t  t i m e  o r  i f  h e  was i n  charge 
o f  o u r  p o s t  exchange. H e  w a s  o u r  s e n i o r  s e r g e a n t  t h e r e .  

Q W e l l ,  now, what about  c o l o r  f i lm?  Was t h i s  au th-
o r i z e d ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  I t  was a v a i l a b l e .  We w e r e  s h o o t i n g  c o l o r  
sl ides--we w e r e  i n s t r u c t e d  t o  shoo t  c o l o r  s l i d e s  o f  a c t i v i t i e s .  
We s h o t  some o f ,  I b e l i e v e ,  c o n s t r u c t i o n  and s o  f o r t h .  I n  
t h i n k i n g  back,  I made t h e  s t a t e m e n t  t h a t  we would send t h i s  
f i l m  t o  Hawaii f o r  p roces s ing ,  and i f  I could c o r r e c t  myself ,  
w e  d i d n ' t  send it t o  Hawaii,  commercial ly.  We s e n t  it t o  Hawaii 
--it was t h e  U . S .  Army P a c i f i c  S p e c i a l  Photographic  Team, be-
cause  we s e n t  them--all  I can r e c a l l  sending  them i s  a r o l l  o f  
motion p i c t u r e  f i l m  which S p e c i a l i s t  RECKEWEG s h o t  o f  o u r  change 
o f  command ceremonies,  b u t  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  sending  any o t h e r  s l i d e -
type  f i lm .  L ieu tenan t  MOODY d i d  have m a i l e r s ,  and h e  was m a i l -
i n g  f i l m  home f o r  p roces s ing .  I d o n ' t  know how many o t h e r s  had 
t h e  mailers t o  mai l  t h e i r  film. 
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Q What y o u ' r e  s ay ing  i s  t h a t  n o t  on ly  w e r e  t h e  photo-
graphers  a u t h o r i z e d  them through n e c e s s i t y  i n  t h e  e a r l y  days ,  
b u t  a l s o  t hey  were encouraged t o  use  t h e i r  p r i v a t e  cameras? 

A. Yes, sir.  

Q But t h e  f i l m  t h a t  t hey  used w a s  p rov ided  by t h e  
government? 

A. Some--well, t h e  ones  f o r  o f f i c i a l  b u s i n e s s  was, sir.  
Other  f i l m  w a s  purchased by t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s .  

Q - What about  t h e  f i l m  t h a t  was purchased by t h e  i n -
d i v i d u a l .  He j u s t  could t a k e  any p i c t u r e s  t h a t  h e  wanted? 

A. No, sir.  Not d u r i n g  any o f f i c i a l  b u s i n e s s  and on 
o f f i c i a l  miss ions .  H e  could do t h i s  on h i s  o f f -du ty  t ime ,  t a k e  
p i c t u r e s  of  the-- the  only  p l a c e  t h a t  he could  go was t h e  Duc 
Pho Orphanage. But t hey  c o u l d n ' t  shoo t  p i c t u r e s ,  t hey  w e r e n ' t  
a l lowed t o  t a k e  p i c tu re s - - they  were i n s t r u c t e d  n o t  t o  shoo t  
p i c t u r e s  on o f f i c i a l  miss ions  w i t h o u t  t u r n i n g  t h a t  f i l m  i n .  
That  w a s  Army f i lm .  

Q. Did you have an SOP drawn up f o r  pe r sonne l  i n  your  
I0 s e c t i o n ?  

A. Yes, s i r ,  w e  had an SOP. I d o n ' t  know i f  it covered 
t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  p o r t i o n  o r  n o t .  W e  had an SOP. 

Q Do you,  by chance,  have a copy o f  t h a t  SOP? 

A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t .  

Q Do you know anybody who has  a copy o f  i t ?  

A. No, sir.  A copy shou ld  b e  i n  S 1 ,  and o u r  brigad-e f i l e ,  
back a t  Duc Pho. When I came i n t o  b r i g a d e ,  I had w r i t t e n  reg-
u l a t i o n s  and SOP'S based on v a r i o u s  r e g u l a t i o n s  t h a t  I had 
r ece ived  o r  worked wi th  i n  o t h e r  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  p e r t a i n i n g  
t o  home town newspapers, how t h e  b a t t a l i o n s  would f u r n i s h  me 
w i t h  i n fo rma t ion  s o  t h a t  I could  send o u t  news r e l e a s e s  on 
i n d i v i d u a l s ,  and s o  f o r t h .  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  i t  covered t h e  por-
t i o n  o f  u s ing  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  cameras,  no, sir.  
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Q Your P I 0  shop worked under t h e  S l ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  immediately under t h e  S1. 

Q W e l l ,  t h e  p o i n t  you make i s  a very good p o i n t ,  about  
any p i c t u r e s  t aken  on a miss ion be ing  t h e  p r o p e r t y  o f  t h e  gov- \ 

ernment. But un le s s  t h e r e  is  something t o  show t h i s  be ing  a mat-
t e r  o f  r e c o r d ,  a m a t t e r  of  i n s t r u c t i o n ,  o r  a m a t t e r  o f  p rocedure ,  
t h i s  becomes a very tenuous--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Right ,  sir .  I f e e l  s u r e  t h e r e  i s  an 
SOP o u t  on t h i s ,  b u t  I c o u l d n ' t  swear t o  it. 

Q How w e l l  d i d  you know ROBERTS and HAEBERLE? 

A. I t h i n k  f a i r l y  w e l l ,  s i r .  

Q What k ind  o f  people  w e r e  they?  

A. Well ,  s i r ,  I thought  HAEBERLE was t h e  o p p o r t u n i s t  
because ,  w e l l ,  through va r ious  t r a n s a c t i o n s  t h a t  h e  had con-
ducted wh i l e  w e  were i n  S c h o f i e l d  Bar racks ,  and w h i l e  we w e r e  i n  
V i e t  Nam. For  example, h e  went t o  Japan on l e a v e ,  and w e  had 
a l l  asked him t o  purchase  some camera equipment f o r  u s ,  which 
h e  d i d .  He came back and I t h i n k  he overcharged h a l f  o f  us .  
He d i d n ' t  s t r i k e  me a s  t o o  e t h i c a l  a t  a l l .  While i n  Vietnam 
h e  had ,  I would s a y ,  t h e  g r i p 2  o f  t h e  d r a f t e e .  He wanted t o  g e t  
o u t .  He was a good photographer .  H e  took good p i c t u r e s .  This  
i s  why he  was promoted t o  s e r g e a n t .  

Q Did you know t h a t  h e  was p u t t i n g  t o g e t h e r  a s l i d e  
c o l l e c t i o n ?  

No, s i r ,  I d i d n ' t .  

Q How i s  it t h a t  ROBERTS knows a l l  about  t h i s ,  and s o  
on,  and y o u ' r e  very c l o s e  t o  HAEBERLE and ROBERTS, and you d o n ' t  
seem t o  know about  t h i s ?  

A. .No, s ir .  I was b i l l e t e d  away from them. 
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Q. Oh, y e s ,  b u t  y o u ' r e  i n  t h e  o f f i c e  when they  took 
o f f ,  and you s e e  him wi th  a p r i v a t e  camera hanging around h i s  
neck. You can count  cameras a s  w e l l  a s  I can.  

A. Yes, sir.  

Q You know b e t t e r  t han  I do t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  between t h e  
Le ica  and a Nikon, o r  any of t h e  o t h e r  cameras. Did you e v e r  
q u e s t i o n  him on t h e  cameras t h a t  he  was t a k i n g  o u t  on t h e s e  as-
s ignments ,  and what was happening t o  i t ?  

A. No, s i r .  I know t h a t  on ass ignments  h e  took h i s .  
I thought  t h a t  ROBERTS had taken  one. 

Q Did you ask him where t h e  f i l m  was? 

A. H e  was given f i l m ,  s i r ,  b l ack  and whi te  f i l m .  

Q No, n o t  i n  h i s .  H i s  own camera w a s  a Nikon. H e  was 
u s ing  c o l o r  f i l m  i n  t h a t  one.  

No, s i r ,  I d i d n ' t  q u e s t i o n  him on t h a t .  

Q Was t h i s  a very s t r o n g  s e c t i o n ?  I t  seems t o  me t h a t  
t h i s  w a s  s o r t  of  t h e  b l i n d  l e a d i n g  t h e  b l i n d .  

A .  No, sir .  

Q From what I g e t  t h e r e  w a s n ' t  much c o n t r o l  w i t h i n  t h e  
o u t f i t .  L i e u t e n a n t  MOODY was gone a l l  t h e  t ime.  We're n o t  s u r e  who 
was r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  checking t h i s  o r  f o r  checking t h a t  o r  whether 
w e  had an SOP. Nobody checked any th ing  going.  Nobody checked 
anyth ing  coming. I j u s t  g e t  t h e  i d e a  t h a t  i t ' s  s o r t  of l i k e  a 
c l a s s r o w .  Some newspaper, peop le ,  and pushing a l l  t h e  way 
around. 

A. No, s i r ,  I thought  we r a n  i t  p r e t t y  t i g h t .  I thought  
w e  w e r e  o p e r a t i n g  sood. I t  t u r n s  o u t  now t h a t  we w e r e n ' t .  

Q W e l l ,  even i n  t h e  b l ack  and whi te  pictures--we have 
some p i c t u r e s  h e r e  t h a t  i f  anybody had seen  them, a s i d e  from 
t h e  man t h a t  took them--obviously t h e  man t h a t  develops them 
knew what was on t h e  p i c t u r e s ,  b u t  nobody does anyth ing  wi th  t h i s .  
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A. N O ,  sir .  

Q. And we g e t  a s t o r y  l i k e  t h i s  coming o u t  t h a t  r e a l -  
l y  i s  a r e v e r s e  s t o r y  as f a r  a s  t h e  enemy i s  concerned.  In-
s t e a d  of  t h e  enemy having d e p a r t e d ,  t h e  enemy i s  coming i n .  
j u s t  wonder why t h a t  was i n s e r t e d  i n  t h e r e ,  because it adds 
more p l a u s i b i l i t y  t o  t h e  128? I f  you knew t h a t  35 l e f t  e a r l y  
i n  t h e  morning, i n s t e a d  o f  35 o r  40  a r r i v i n g ,  it would have a 
d i f f e r e n t  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  on it. ', 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q o  It  seems t o  me, very f r a n k i l y ,  t h a t  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  
paragraph w a s  p u t  i n  w i t h  mal ice  a fo re though t ,  

0 


A. I c a n ' t  s a y ,  s i r ,  because I have no i d e a  who p u t  it 
i n .  I d o n ' t  know why t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  p u t  it i n .  

MR MACCRATE: Sergeant  STONICH, can you t e l l  m e  something about  
when t h i s  s t o r y  was w r i t t e n  by S p e c i a l i s t  ROBERTS? 

A. Well ,  t h e  f i r s t  t h i n g  t h a t  h e  would have done, s i r ,  
i s  gone and taken  a shower, and changed h i s  c l o t h e s  and s o  f o r t h .  
Then h e  would have come back and w r i t t e n  it. 

Q He wrote  it t h a t  same day t h a t  he  came back? a 

A. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  r i g h t  o f fhand  whether he  g o t  back 
e a r l y  o r  l a t e  t h a t  day,  s i r .  Normally we worked a t  n i g h t .  W e  
d i d n ' t  c l o s e  o u r  shop,  normal ly .  W e  had a charge  o f  q u a r t e r s  
t h a t  we l e f t  i n  t h e  o f f i c e  t h e r e ,  and most of  t h e  t i m e  most o f  
us were down t h e r e  doing something,  working o r  something 
l i k e  t h i s .  I c o u l d n ' t  swear t o  it t h a t  he  wro te  it t h a t  n i g h t  
o r  t h e  fo l lowing  day. 

Q. Wouldn't  he  o r d i n a r i l y  be  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  g e t t i n g  
it o u t  t h a t  n i g h t ,  and g e t t i n g  t h e  s t o r y  c a l l e d  up t o  d i v i s i o n ?  

A. No, s i r .  These s t o r i e s  t o  d i v i s i o n  were r ece ived  
by whoever a t t e n d e d  t h e  b r i e f i n g  a t  t h e  TOC. Th is  was normal ly  
L ieu tenan t  MOODY, o r  L ieu t enan t  DUNN, o r  REHM. They would p u t  
a l l  t h e  in format ion  i n t o  a conc i se  r e p o r t  and phone it i n t o  
t h e  America1 Div is ion .  I t  was a r equ i r ed  r e p o r t ,  every  n i g h t .  
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(2 And t h a t ' s  n o t  what you would have p r i n t e d  h e r e ,  on 
t h i s  da t ed  22 March, i n  The T r i d e n t ?  

A. No, sir. This  whole s t o r y  w a s n ' t  phoned up t o  them. 

Q Are you s u r e  o f  t h a t ?  

A. I c a n ' t  swear t o  i t ,  s i r ,  b u t  we never  d i d  phone i n  
more than  two paragraphs  t h a t  I r e c a l l ,  two o r  t h r e e  para-
graphs .  

Q a 
I would l i lce f o r  you t o  look very c a r e f u l l y  a t  Ex-

h i b i t  M-23 and s e e  i f  t h a t  d o e s n ' t  r e f r e s h  your r e c o l l e c t i o n  
as t o  what was s e n t  up t o  America1 Div i s ion  t h a t  day. I t h i n k  
you have a l i t t l e  s l i p p a g e  h e r e  a s  t o  what w a s  going on. I f  
you w i l l  drop down t o  t h e  t h i r d  paragraph of t h a t  s t o r y ,  and 
compare t h a t ,  i f  you w i l l ,  t o  what appeared i n  your  T r i d e n t  on 
22 March, I t h i n k  you a r e  going t o  f i n d  a verba t im s t o r y ,  sen-
t e n c e  by s e n t e n c e ,  running on f o r  a number of paragraphs .  See 
if t h a t  d o e s n ' t  r e f r e s h  your  r e c o l l e c t i o n  a l i t t l e  b i t  as t o  
what w a s  going on i n  your  shop on 1 6  March. 

(The w i t n e s s  i s  s t u d y i n g  E x h i b i t  M-23.) 

A .  Righ t ,  s i r ,  it would come from t h e  same s t o r y .  

Q - I t ' s  t h e  i d e n t i c a l  s t o r y ,  i s n ' t  i t ?  They added 
a l i t t l e  t o  it up a t  d i v i s i o n .  

A. R igh t .  

Q A l i t t l e  i n t r o d u c t i o n ,  b u t  it goes a long  i t e m  by i-
t e m .  A l l  o f  t h i s  appears  t h e  very nex t  day,  17 March, i n  t h e  
N e w s  Shee t  of  d i v i s i o n .  Doesn ' t  t h i s  r e f r e s h  your  r e c o l l e c t i o n  
i n  any way a s  t o  how a s t o r y  o f  t h i s  l e n g t h  about  t h i s  very i m -
p o r t a n t  engagement--look a t  t h e  l e a d  i n  t h e  America1 Div i s ion  
s t o r y .  Would you read  t h a t  f o r  u s ,  p l e a s e ,  i n t o  t h e  record?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  "A combat a s s a u l t  i n t o  a h o t  LZ s t a r t e d  
t h e  day o f f  r i g h t  f o r  infantrymen i n  t h e  Task Force  Barker  
Area of  Opera t ion  Muscatine,  y e s t e r d a y .  By midaf ternoon,  when 
t h e  enemy broke  c o n t a c t ,  Amer ica l ' s  1 1 t h  I n f a n t r y  Brigade so ld -
iers,  wi th  suppor t  from a r t i l l e r y  and gunsh ips ,  had k i l l e d  128 
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V i e t  Cong. The 128 enemy dead was t h e  l a r g e s t  enemy count  repor t -
ed  by t h e  l l t h  Brigade f o r  a 20-hour p e r i o d  s i n c e  t h e y  took  con-
t r o l  o f  Operat ion Muscatine. " 

Q - Stop  t h e r e .  That  s en t ence  about  how impor t an t  t h a t  
o p e r a t i o n  was. Th i s  i s  t h e  b i g  s t o r y  t h e  b i g g e s t  s t o r y  t h a t  
has  come o u t  of  Task Force  Barker ,  and very impor t an t  t o  t h e  
l l t h  Brigade.  Don ' t  you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  o f  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n s  
o f  t h i s  s t o r y  t h a t  went on i n  your  shop a t  Duc Pho p r i o r  t o  
t h e  t i m e  t h i s  w a s  c a l l e d  up--sent up i n  someway t o  Chu L a i ,  t o  
appear  i n  t h e  News Shee t  t h e r e  t h e  n e x t  day? i 

A. N O ,  sir .  

& .  Thi s  w a s  j u s t  handled i n  a r o u t i n e  way, o r  behind 
your  back,  and you took no p a r t  i n  it? 

A. No, s i r .  Now, I w a s  NCOIC of  t h e  i n fo rma t ion  o f f -
i c e ,  b u t  my d u t i e s  were mainly a d m i n i s t r a t i v e .  I t r i e d  t o  work 
w i t h  t h i s  T r i d e n t  and g e t  it o u t  each week, because  I w a s n ' t  
s u r e  who I would have i n  my o f f i c e .  The evening  phone ca l ls  t o  
America1 Div i s ion ,  I never  became involved  i n .  I never  made 
one. 

(1 How would you g e t  a s t o r y  of  t h i s  l e n g t h  t h a t  runs  
on f o r  a number o f  paragraphs  up t o  Chu La i?  

A. Well ,  it would seem a s  though somebody f lew up 
and took  it t o  them, s i r .  I f  you c a l l e d  it ove r  t h e  phone, it 
would t a k e  q u i t e  a w h i l e . t o  ca l l  i t  over  t h e  phone. 

Q .  And t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  personne l  i n  t h a t  o f f i c e  
would have t o  g e t  it t r a n s c r i b e d .  Wouldn't t h a t  b s  a 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of you r s ,  t o  s e e  t h a t  someone g o t  t h i s  p repa red ,  
go t  it on pape r ,  s o  t h a t  it could g e t  up t o  Chu La i?  

A. No, s i r .  The r e p o r t e r  u s u a l l y  p u t  h i s  own s t o r i e s  
down on paper .  He wro te  h i s  own s t o r i e s .  We had t h e  c l e r k  i n  
t h e  o f f i c e ,  S p e c i a l i s t  FORD, b u t  he  normally typed  up The-
T r i d e n t .  

Q Then t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  s t e p  o f  g e t t i n g  it up t o  
Chu L a i  wou ldn ' t  b e  your  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ?  
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A. N O ,  s i r .  It was probably t h e  i n fo rma t ion  o f f i c e r ' s .  
I never  made any arrangements f o r  t h e  s t o r y  t o  g e t  up t o  Chu L a i .  

Q And, a s  f a r  ;;y o u ' r e  concern.ed, t h i s  was a l l  hand-
l e d  by someone e l s e  i n  your  shop,  and you had no th ing  t o  do w i t h  
i t ,  g e t t i n g  t h i s  l eng thy  s t o r y  up t o  Chu L a i  i n t o  t h e  News--
Shee t  t h e r e ?  

A .  No, s i r ,  I d i d  no t .  

Q You s a i d  you used t o  g e t  some complaints  from HAEB-
ERLE. Could you t e l l  us about  some o f  h i s  g r i p e s  and complaints  
t h a t  h e  used t o  throw a t  you? 

A. No, s i r .  They were t h e  s t a n d a r d  type :  du ty  b e f o r e  
h e  made s e r g e a n t ,  he  was on K P  and CQ. These w e r e  j u s t  t h e  s t and -
a r d  types .  

Q .  Did h e  have any complaints  about  t h e  P I 0  shop? 

A. Not t h a t  I know o f ,  s i r .  H e  was t r e a t e d  w e l l  i n  t h e  
P I 0  shop. There w e r e n ' t  any d i r t y  d e t a i l s  o r  d i r t y  ass ignments .  

Q .  Did h e  complain about  t h e  way t h e  p i c t u r e s  were han-
d l e d ?  

A. C t h i n k  he  complained once ,  because h e  wanted t o  pro-
c e s s  them a l l  h imse l f  and f i n i s h  them a l l  h i m s e l f ,  and do t h e  
whole p roces s  h imse l f .  Even i f  he  w e r e n ' t  t h e r e  t o  do i t ,  h e  
s t i l l  wanted t o  do i t .  H e  d i d n ' t  l ike- -he  vo iced  a d i s l i k e  f o r  
S p e c i a l i s t  GMITER doing p roces s ing .  He d i d n ' t  l i k e  GMITER's 
p roces s ing .  I t h i n k  t h i s  i s  t h e  o n l y  complaint  he  had with-
i n  t h e  shop. 

Q Did you e x p l a i n  about  t h i s  r e g u l a t i o n  t h a t  you 
t h i n k  you promulgated,  t h a t  a l l  Army f i l m s  and p i c t u r e s  t h a t  were 
taken  on an o p e r a t i o n ,  even though it was t h e  i n d i v i d u a l ' s  own 
f i l m  t h a t  was be ing  used,  belonged t o  t h e  Army? Did he  eve r  
complain t o  you about  t h a t ?  

A.. No, s i r ,  n o t  t h a t  I can recall .  I t h i n k  we discus-sed 
it. I t h i n k  I d i scussed  wi th  him t h e  f a c t  t h a t  when h e  went o u t  
on an o f f i c i a l  assignment,  t h e  camera was Army and t h e  f i l m  
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was Army, even i f  h e  wanted t o  t a k e  h i s  camera. This  i s  t h e  
b a s i s  f o r  h i s  o p e r a t i o n .  I f  h e  d i d n ' t  want t o  t a k e  h i s  camera 
on t h a t  b a s i s ,  t hen  he has  t o  t a k e  one of t h e  L e i c a s .  I t  wasn ' t  
a d i r e c t i v e  o r  an o r d e r .  I t h i n k  I d i scussed  it w i t h  him i n  
t h i s  manner. 

Q - And yo'u s a i d  t h a t  h i s  camera, h i s  f i l m ,  were t h e  
Army's p r o p e r t y  wh i l e  t hey  were on t h e  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q.  What d i d  you t e l l  him? 

A. I b e l i e v e  it w a s  i f  t h e  camera and t h e  f i l m  
went on an o f f i c i a l  o p e r a t i o n ,  t h e  f i l m  belongeld t o  t h e  Army, 
sir.  

Q Even though h e  p a i d  f o r  it o u t  of  h i s  own money? 

A. Yes, s i r .  I f  he  d i d n ' t  want t o  t u r n  t h e  f i l m  i n  
t o  t h e  Army, t hen  h e  would have t o  t a k e  an Army camera and 
use  t h e  Army camera and t h e  f i l m ,  and t u r n  i t  i n .  

C2 You a r e  q u i t e  s u r e  you t o l d  him t h a t ?  

A. Not e x a c t l y  i n  t h o s e  words. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  e x a c t l y  
how I p u t  it t o  him when w e  were d i s c u s s i n g  it. This  i s  t h e  
way it came o u t  and I b e l i e v e  Sergeant  STANSEL--I d i s c u s s e d  
t h i s  wi th  Sergeant  STANSEL a l so , .  I t h i n k  t h i s  i s  when I 
asked him i f  h e  would draw up an SOP about  t h e  photo shop. 

Q When d i d  t h i s  ru l e - - r egu la t ion  t a k e  e f f e c t ?  A t  
what moment i n  t ime? When he l e f t  t h e  P I 0  sh3p? A t  t h e  t i m e  
h e  l e f t  Duc Pho? The t ime h e  g o t  up t o  LZ D o t t i e ?  What w e r e  
your i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  him a s  t o  t h e  moment when h i s  camera 
became t h e  Army I s  camera and h i s  f i l m  became Army f i lm?  

A. No s p e c i f i c  i n s t r u c t i o n s ,  s ir .  

Q J u s t  t h i s  g e n e r a l  i d e a  t h a t  when involved  i n  an 
o p e r a t i o n ,  it w a s  Army f i l m .  

A. Yes, s i r .  Anything he  s h o t  on an Army o p e r a t i o n  
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was supposed t o  be  Army f i lm .  I b e l i e v e  I t o l d  him t h a t  h e  
w a s n ' t  be ing  s e n t  o u t  t h e r e  t o  shoo t  p i c t u r e s  f o r  h i m s e l f ,  
t h a t  h e  w a s  s e n t  o u t  there tc shoot 4rmy p i c t u r e s .  

Q You know a l o t  of  men t h a t  have t h e i r  own camera, 
t h a t  t a k e  t h e i r  own p i c t u r e s .  Did you e v e r  h e a r  o f  such a 
r e g u l a t i o n  be ing  expressed  i n  any way t o  them, t o  any o f  t h e  
o t h e r  people  on an o p e r a t i o n ,  t h a t  t h e i r  camera w a s n ' t  r e a l l y  
t h e i r  camera, and t h e i r  f i l m  w a s n ' t  r e a l l y  t h e i r  f i lm?  

A .  N O ,  s ir .  

Q. Did you s e r i o u s l y  advance t h i s  r u l e  t o  t h e  peo-
p l e  i n  your shop,  and you c l e a r l y  l ayed  o u t  f o r  them--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  No, s i r .  I d idn '  t c l e a r l y  l a y  it 
o u t  f o r  them. No, s i r ,  I d i scussed  t h i s  w i t h  HAEBERLE, and I 
b e l i e v e  I d i s c u s s e d  it w i t h  Se rgean t  STANSEL. I d i d n ' t  say  t h i s  
was enforced .  ' I  d o n ' t  know i f  it i s  i n  a r e g u l a t i o n ,  because 
I d i d n ' t  w r i t e  t h e  r e g u l a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  photo s e c t i o n .  I 
d i d n ' t  l a y  it o u t  i n , a n  o r d e r  o r  a d i r e c t i v e .  I myself had a 
camera over  t h e r e .  The f i l m  I s h o t  i s  supposed t o  be  on f i l e  
i n  t h e  11 th  Brigade photo shop. 

Q. Have you eve r  seen L ieu tenan t  @OODY1s  p i c t u r e s
t h a t  h e  took  when he  was t h e r e ?  

A. I slaw some o f  them, sir ,  

Q. Did h e  have t h e  p i c t u r e s  t h a t  he  took  s e n t  back t o  
him i n  Vietnam, o r  d i d  t hey  end up over  h e r e ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know, s i r .  H e  had mailers. I'know he 
ope ra t ed  wi th  m a i l e r s .  I d o n ' t  know. I never  saw t h e  f i l m  
come back. 

I0 : W e l l ,  t h e r e  i s  one p o i n t .  Did you make a d i s t i n c t i o n  
between one of  your  i n d i v i d u a l s  who was a photographer  t a k i n g  
a p r i v a t e  camera wi th  him, and somebody who, l e t ' s  s a y ,  was a 
mortarman, and him t a k i n g  a camera w i t h  him? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  There was an a r t i c l e  i n  The Army Times 
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t h a t  s a i d  t h a t  t hey  should  pay p r i z e s  o r  something f o r  i n f an -
trymen t o  t a k e  p i c t u r e s  du r ing  o p e r a t i o n s .  I d i d n ' t  t h i n k  t h i s  
was a good i d e a  because then  people  would be  t a k i n g  p i c t u r e s  
a l l  t h e  t ime d u r i n g  conba t .  I guess t h i s  i s  where I g o t  t h e  
i d e a  of  d i s l i k i n g  people  t a k i n g  t h e i r  p e r s o n a l  cameras o u t  i n  
a d d i t i o n  t o  m i l i t a r y  cameras. I was under t h e  impress ion t h a t  
ROBERTS had a camera and HAEBERLE had a camera. 

Q Yes, w e l l ,  what I ' m  doing is  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  t h e  
d i v e r s i o n  from t h e  primary job,  b u t  t h e  mortarman's primary job 
is  t h e  job of be ing  a mortarman, and t a k i n g  p i c t u r e s  i s  a s ec -
ondary f u n c t i o n .  

A. R igh t ,  s i r .  i 

Q Even though it may b e  p e r s o n a l ,  a photographer  i s  
a photographer .  

Righ t ,  s i r ,  t h i s  i s  h i s  du ty .  

Q. So t h e r e  i s  q u i t e  a d i f f e r e n c e  between a mortarman 
and any o t h e r  k ind  o f  MOS a s i d e  from a photographer  t a k i n g  
p i c t u r e s ,  a s  compared t o  a photographer .  

A.  R igh t ,  s i r .  

Q Where w o ~ l dw e  be a l e  t o  g e t  ho ld  o f  a copy of 
t h i s  SOP i f  it e x i s t e d ?  

A. I t  should  be  i n  t h e  S1  o f f i c e  o f  t h e  1 1 t h  Br igade ,  
and t h e r e  should b e  a copy i n  t h e  l l t h  Brigade P I 0  o f f i c e  i n  t h e  
admin f i l e .  

What w a s  t h e  name o f  t h e  s e r g e a n t  a g a i n  t h a t  you--

( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Sergeant  STANSEL, s i r .  

a .  Do you know where Sergeant  STANSEL i s  now? 

A. I b e l i e v e  he  i s  a t  F o r t  Hood, Texas. 

& H e ' s  s t i l l  i n  t h e  s e r v i c e ?  
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A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q - I want you t o  t h i n k  r e a l  h a r d ,  Se rgean t  STONICH. 
W e  a r e  t r y i n g  t o  p i e c e  t o g e t h e r  t h i s  s t o r y  of what happened and 
what was r e p o r t e d .  We have asked a l l  t h e s e  people  coming 
through h e r e  t h e i r  view about  t h i s , ,  what t r a n s p i r e d  a t  My L a i  
on t h e  16 th .  W e  have had them a l l u d e  t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t ,  "Well,  
I ' m  s u r e  we t o l d  people .  " I know t h e  whole s t o r y  on t h e  pre -  
p a r a t i o n  o f  t h e  a r t i c l e .  ROBERTS i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  h e  was s o  
upse t  wi th- - tha t  h e  simply c o u l d n ' t  w r i t e  it. The f a c t  i s  
t h a t  L ieu t enan t  DUNN had t o  do t h e  b a s i c  p r e p a r a t i o n .  The 
f a c t  t h a t  I r a i s e  i s  t h a t  t h a t  a r t i c l e  was c a l l e d  i n t o  America1 
Div i s ion  f o r  t h e  g r e a t e r  p a r t  o f  t h a t  n i g h t .  

A. I w a s n ' t  aware of  t h i s .  

Q. It  could  have i n  f a c t  been made up by somebody i n  
c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e  TOC,  b u t  t h e  f a c t  a l s o  remains ,  as I have i n d i -  
c a t e d  t o  you, t h a t  it does have some f a l s e  i n fo rma t ion .  Think 
r e a l  h a r d ,  w i l l  you. J u s t  remember i f  i n  a l l  t h i s  p r o c e s s ,  and 
w e ' r e  t a l k i n g  about  burn ing ,  people  p u t t i n g  t h e  t o r c h  t o  a 
b u i l d i n g ,  and a l l  of t h i s  s o r t  of  t h i n g .  When t h i s  came up, 
d i d  somebody say :  "Yeah, t h e r e  were a l o t  of  b u i l d i n g s  be ing  
burned ,"  anyth ing  t o  t h a t  e f f e c t .  This  i s  j u s t  n o t  p r o t e c t i n g  
i n d i v i d u a l s .  Th i s  i s  r e a l  s e r i o u s  b u s i n e s s .  

A .  Y e s ,  sir.  I unders tand  t h a t .  

Q. I would l i k e  you t o  dredge t h e  back o f  your  memory. 

Do you t h i n k  t h a t  t h e r e  was anyth ing  t h a t  was s a i d  t h a t  might b e  

a t t r i b u t e d  t o  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  s i t u a t i o n .  


A. Yes, sir.  I have thought  a g r e a t  d e a l  s i n c e  t h i s  came 

o u t .  I though t  a g r e a t  d e a l  about it. I cannot  recal l  anyone 

s a y i n g  a  word about  bu rn ing ,  k i l l i n g  peop le ,  k i l l i n g  women and 

ch i . ld ren ,  o r  any th ing  a long  t h e s e  l i n e s .  


Q.  You s e e ,  y o u ' r e  s i t t i n g  r i g h t  on t h e  f r i n g e .  A t  
any p o i n t ,  had you p u t  a l i t t l e  p r e s s u r e  on ,  you could  have had 
t h e  whole s t o r y .  You could  have had it i n  p i c t u r e  form. You 
could  have had i t  i n  l i t e r a r y  form. Even i n  t h e  b l a c k  and 
w h i t e ,  t h e r e  a r e  p i c t u r e s  o f  a t r o c i t i e s  t h a t  w e r e  t aken  on t h a t  
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day,  and n o t  j u s t  bu rn ing  o f  b u i l d i n g s .  I t a k e  i t  t h a t  you are 
an i n d i v i d u a l  t h a t  has  ex t remely  high moral s t a n d a r d s .  

A .  I hope s o ,  s i r .  

Q - I would ask .what would you do i f  you s a w  a p i c t u r e  
l i k e  t h a t  ( E x h i b i t  P-64) ? 

A. I would c a l l  it t o  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  o f  someone, s i r ,  t o  
f i n d  o u t  what had happened t h e r e .  

Q Yes, b u t  what about your  peop le ,  t h e  people  who develop 
t h e s e  p i c t u r e s .  NOW, t hey  s e e  t h a t ,  d o n ' t  they?  

A. Yes, s ir .  Most of  t h e  t ime t h e  person  who develops  
t h e  f i l m  i s  t h e  one who s h o t  it, s i r .  

Q .  Wait a minute ,  w a i t  a minute ,  now. You j u s t  g o t  
through t e l l i n g  us t h a t  HAEBERLE d i d n ' t  l i k e  GMITER t o  develop 
HAEBERLE1s p i c t u r e s ,  s o  how does a l l  t h a t  f i t  t o g e t h e r ?  P 
A. No, s ir .  I s a i d  most of  t h e  t i m e  i f  bhe photographer  
s h o o t s  it, he  l i k e s  t o  p roces s  h i s  own f i lm .  

Q.  H e  w a s n ' t  p r o c e s s i n g  h i s  f i l m ,  was he?  i= 

A. Yes, s i r .  H e  was when he  couid.  S e r g e a n t  HAEBERLE 
processed  some fi lm--

Q .  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Did h e  -process  t h a t  f i lm?  

A. I c o u l d n ' t  s ay  yes  o r  no,  si,r. 

Q Well,  i n  accordance w i t h  your  numbering system which 
you had on t h e  back of  your  p i c t u r e s ,  d i d  h e  p r o c e s s  t h e s e ?  

A. Th i s  d o e s n ' t  i n d i c a t e  who processed  it, s o  I c o u l d n ' t  
s a y  who processed  them. 

Q. You see, h e r e  a r e  t h e  p i c t u r e s  a s  you can s e e .  Yet ,  I 
f i n d  no th ing  coming o u t  o f  t h i s  I 0  shop t o  c a l l  t h i s  t o  t h e  a t t en t ion  
of  people .  This  had t o  be  known by somebody. 

(STONICH) 58 APP T-1.90 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q And I ' m  s u r e  y o u ' r e  wondering why I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  
o u t  what k ind  o f  shop t h i s  was? 

A. NO,  sir.  I unders tand ,  l ook ing  a t  t h e s e  p i c t u r e s .  

Q- Who would have processed  t h e s e  p i c t u r e s . i f  i t  had n o t  
been HAEBERLE? 

A. A t  t h a t  t ime we had GMITER who was good i n  t h e  l a b .  I 
thought  h e  was good i n  t h e  l a b .  HAEBERLE d i d n ' t  t h i n k  so .  SHORT 
could a l s o  p r o c e s s .  I ' m  n o t  t o o  s u r e  about  RECKEWEG. I t h i n k  
RECKEWEG could  have processed  f i lm .  I d i d n ' t  see him o u t  i n  t h e  la1 
t o o  much, s i r .  

Q Who would know, STANSEL? 

A. H e  may, sir.  

Q. would STANSEL s t i l l  have a copy o f  h i s  SOP i f  h e  
prepared  i t ?  

A. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  h e  p e r s o n a l l y  would have a copy, no,  sir .  

(IG and MR hWCCRATE l e f t  t h e  h e a r i n g .  ) 

MR WALSH: Did you g ive  t h e  members o f  t h e  I0 shop,  o r  d i d  t h e y  re, 
c e i v e  from anybody e l s e ,  any i n s t r u c t i o n s  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e i r  res 
p o n s i b i l i t i e s  as t o  r e p o r t i n g  war cr imes i n  accordance wi th  MACV 
D i r e c t i v e  20-4 o f  2 7  A p r i l  1967? 

A. No, s i r ,  I d i d  no t .  I d o n ' t  know i f  anyone d i d .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  r e c e i v i n g  any such i n s t r u c t i o n s ?  

A. No, s i r ,  I d i d  n o t .  

Q- I want t o  read  t o  you paragraph 5 o f  t h a t  d i r e c t i v e  
e n t i t l e d  " R e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s " ,  and see i f  t h a t  might r e f r e s h  your  
r e c o l l e c t i o n  a s  t o  h e a r i n g  any i n s t r u c t i o n s  g iven  t o  t h e  men i n  
t h e  I0 detachment. 
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A .  Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q And I ' m  s u r e  y o u ' r e  wondering why I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  
o u t  what k i n d  of  shop t h i s  was? 

A. No, s ir .  I unders tand ,  l ook ing  a t  t h e s e  p i c t u r e s .  

Q- Who would have p roces sed  t h e s e  p i c t u r e s  . i f  it had n o t  
been HAEBERLE? 

A. A t  t h a t  t ime w e  had GMITER who was good i n  t h e  l a b .  I 
thought  h e  w a s  good i n  t h e  l a b .  HAEBERLE d i d n ' t  t h i n k  so .  SHORT 
could a l s o  p r o c e s s .  I ' m  n o t  t o o  s u r e  about  RECKEWEG. I t h i n k  
RECKEWEG could  have processed  f i lm .  I d i d n ' t  s e e  him o u t  i n  t h e  l a b  
t o o  much, s ir .  

Q Who would know, STANSEL? 

A. H e  may, s i r .  

Q. Would STANSEL s t i l l  have a copy o f  h i s  SOP i f  h e  
prepared  i t ?  

A. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  h e  p e r s o n a l l y  would have a copy, no ,  s i r .  

( I G  and MR MACCRATE l e f t  t h e  h e a r i n g . )  

MR WALSH: Did you g i v e  t h e  members o f  t h e  I0 shop,  o r  d i d  t hey  r e -
c e i v e  from anybody e l s e ,  any i n s t r u c t i o n s  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e i r  r e s -
p o n s i b i l i t i e s  a s  t o  r e p o r t i n g  war cr imes i n  accordance wi th  JWCV 
D i r e c t i v e  20-4 o f  2 7  A p r i l  1 9 6 7 ?  

A. No, s i r ,  I d i d  n o t .  I d o n ' t  know i f  anyone d i d .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  r e c e i v i n g  any such i n s t r u c t i o n s ?  

A.  No, sir ,  I d i d  n o t .  

Q. I want t o  r ead  t o  you paragraph 5 o f  t h a t  d i r e c t i v e  
e n t i t l e d  " R e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s " ,  and see i f  t h a t  might r e f r e s h  your  
r e c o l l e c t i o n  as t o  h e a r i n g  any i n s t r u c t i o n s  g iven  t o  t h e  men i n  
t h e  I 0  detachment. 
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" R e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s : 

a .  I t  i s  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  a l l  m i l i t a r y  
personne l  hav ing  knowledge o r  r e c e i v i n g  a r e p o r t  o f  an i n c i d e n t  
known t o  b e  a war c r i m e ,  t o  make such i n c i d e n t s  known t o  h i s  
commanding o f f i c e r  a s  soon a s  p r a c t i c a b l e .  Personne l  performing 
i n v e s t i g a t i v e ,  i n t e l l i g e n c e ,  p o l i c e ,  pho tog raph ic ,  g raves  r e g i s t r a -  
t i o n ,  o r  medical  f u n c t i o n s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  t h o s e  i n  c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e  
enemy, w i l l ,  i n  t h e  normal cou r se  o f  h i s  du ty ,  make every  e f f o r t  t o  
d e t e c t  t h e  commission o f  war cr imes and w i l l  r e p o r t  t h e  e s s e n t i a l  
f a c t s  t o  h i s  commanding o f f i c e r .  Persons  d i s c o v e r i n g  war c r imes  
w i l l  t a k e  a l l  r ea sonab le  a c t i o n s  under t h e  c i rcumstances  t o  
p r e s e r v e  p h y s i c a l  ev idence ,  t o  i d e n t i f y  w i t n e s s e s  p r e s e n t ,  and t o  
r e c o r d  (by photographs ,  s k e t c h e s ,  o r  d e s c r i p t i v e  n o t e s )  t h e  
~ i r c u m st a n c e s  and su r round ings .  " 

I wonder i f  you r e c a l l  r e c e i v i n g  i n s t r u c t i o n s  w i t h  
r e s p e c t  t o  MACV D i r e c t i v e  20-4 a t  any t i m e  w h i l e  you were w i t h  
t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade? 

A. I may have r e c e i v e d  t h e  d i r e c t i v e ,  s ir .  The words 
are f a m i l i a r .  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  g iving--being g iven  a  b r i e f i n g  before  
w e  went ove r seas  o r  n o t .  I p i c t u r e  t h o s e  on a c a r d  form. A 
c a r d  t h a t  was-- 

Q . ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Was t h e  s p e c i f i c  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of  
photographers  b rought  home t o  them? 

A. Not by m e ,  no,  sir.  

Q .  A r e  you aware o f  anyone e l s e  g i v i n g  t h e  photographers  
i n s t r u c t i o n s  a s  t o  t h e i r  s p e c i f i c  and s p e c i a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  as 
o u t l i n e d  i n  MACV D i r e c t i v e  20-4? 

A. No, sir,. 

COL WILSON: Se rgean t ,  have you been approached by anybody 
concern ing  t h e  l e g a l i t y  o f  HAEBERLE s e l l i n g  h i s  f i l m ?  

A. No, s i r ,  I h a v e n ' t  been approached. 

Q. Do you r e c a l l  any Army Regula t ions  o r  t e c h n i c a l  regu- 
l a t i o n s ,  any Army p u b l i c a t i o n s  which would i n c l u d e  a requirement  
f o r  Army photographers  t o  p rov ide  t h e i r  f i l m  t o  t h e  Army? 
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A. N O ,  s i r .  

While on du ty?  

A. Nof s ir .  

Q Have you e v e r  been t o  a photo school?  

A. No, s i r .  I h a v e n ' t .  

Q Where was t h e  52d MID? I t  was a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  
b r i g a d e ,  w a s n ' t  i t ?  

A. W e  had a M I  detachment i n  back of  us .  I don' t know 
t h e  numerical  d e s i g n a t i o n  of  it. 

Q. But t h a t  w a s  c l o s e  t o  your  t e n t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  I t  was r i g h t  i n  back of  it. 

Q =  Did you e v e r  s e e  any photographs which were 
procured  by t h a t  M i l i t a r y  I n t e l l i g e n c e  detachment? 

A. From us ,  s i r ?  

Q g  No, from t h e  f i e l d  o r  anywhere, through i n t e l l i g e n c e
channe ls?  

A. I t h i n k  they  had one t h e r e  o f  a Vietnamese. H e  
was i n  a b a s k e t  w i t h  h i s  arms and l e g s  blown o f f .  I t h i n k  
t h e y  showed everyone i n  ou r  shop t h a t .  This  i s  one--I d o n ' t  
know, s i r .  The i n d i v i d u a l s  w e r e  f r i e n d l y .  One o f  t h e  i n d i -
v i d u a l s  i n  t h e  M I  Detachment w a s  acqua in ted  w i t h  a spec  4 i n  
t h e  h e a d q u a r t e r s  company. . I  t h i n k  he  showed everybody t h a t  
p i c t u r e .  

Q- Where d i d  h e  g e t  i t ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know, s i r ;  from t h e  M I  detachment.  

Q Was it exp la ined  as t o  what had happened t o  t h i s  
i n d i v i d u a l ?  

A. He s a i d  t h a t  h e  w a s  a--someone whom t h e  Vietnamese 
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had found,  o r  t h e  V i e t  Cong had found, and p u t  grenades  i n  h i s  
hands and l e g s .  

Q T h i s  w a s  a VC a t r o c i t y ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  t h i s  i s  t h e  way it was exp la ined  t o  m e .  

Q Did you know t h a t  HAEBERLE was c o l l e c t i n g  a series 
o f  f i l m s  on VC a t r o c i t i e s ?  

a= N O ,  s i r ,  I d i d  n o t .  

B- Did you a t  any t i m e ,  from anyone, h e a r  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  
an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  concerning t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  be ing  conducted? 

A. N O ,  sir.  I thought  about  t h i s ,  and I don1t recal l  
anyone say ing  any th ing  about  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  No one approached 
me about  p i c t u r e s  o r  any th ing  l i k e  t h i s .  

Q Nobody asked you any q u e s t i o n s  concern ing  an inves -
t i g a t i o n ?  

A. N O ,  sir. 

Q O r  no one you knew was asked q u e s t i o n s  concern ing
t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ?  

Not t h a t  I know o f ,  no, sir .  

Q. Sergeant  STONICH, do  you have any f u r t h e r  t es t imony,  
any a d d i t i o n a l  i n fo rma t ion ,  t h a t  might h e l p  us i n  t h i s  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A. N O ,  s i r ,  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  I have. I have a  couple  o f  
q u e s t i o n s  t h a t  I would l i k e  t o  a s k ,  o f f  t h e  r e c o r d  i f  I might.  
I ' m  a l i t t l e  concerned about  it. I would l i k e  t o  d i s c u s s  it w i t h  
you, o f f  t h e  r e c o r d ,  i f  I could .  

Q I c a n ' t  go o f f  t h e  record .  

A. Approximately 2 weeks ago--well,  t h e  l a s t  t i m e  I 
had seen  HAEBERLE was when he  l e f t  Vietnam. The l a s t  t ime 
t h a t  I had seen  S p e c i a l i s t  ROBERTS was i n  January o f  l a s t  
yea r .  A t  t h a t  t i m e  he came t o  New Orleans  f o r  Mardi Gras. W e  
went o u t ,  and I had a d r i n k  wi th  him and a buddy o f  h i s  who was 

(STONICH) 62  

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

APP T-190 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

i n  t h e  196th .  H e  d i d n ' t  say  anyth ing  about  t h i s  i n c i d e n t  
o r  any th ing .  We were j u s t  shoo t ing  t h e  b r e e z e .  However, 2 
weeks ago he gave m e  a c a l l  aga in ,  and he was hack down i n  
N e w  Or leans ,  and he had s a i d  h e  had been i n  f r o n t  of  t h e  Peers  
Committee and s o  f o r t h ,  and he  had s p e n t  a l o t  of t ime he re .  
And he i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  somehow a l l  t h e  n e g a t i v e s  were miss ing  
from t h e  3 1 s t  Photographic  Detachment photo l a b .  I asked him 
what had happened t o  them, and he  s a i d  he d i d n ' t  know. I l e f t  
i n  August b e f o r e  t h e  o t h e r s  d i d ,  and I was j u s t  wondering. It 
seemed l i k e  a co inc idence  t h a t  he  w a s  down t h e r e ,  and a couple 
of  days l a t e r  I g o t  t h e  o r d e r s  t o  r e p o r t  up h e r e .  He had no 
r ea son  f o r  be ing  i n  New Or leans  t h a t  I know o f .  H e  d o e s n ' t  
have h i s  p a r e n t s  down there--people  down t h e r e .  

Q I d o n ' t  t h i n k  I g e t  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  of  your--of 
what your  problem is .  I t h i n k  t h i s  i s  very  i n t e r e s t i n g  
in fo rma t ion ,  and l e t ' s  be  s u r e  I unders tand  it c o r r e c t l y .  You 
were c a l l e d  by HAEBERLE? 

A. By ROBERTS. 

Q And ROBERTS t o l d  you t h a t  t h e  n e g a t i v e s  had 
d i s  appeared? 

A.  Thi s  is  what he  t o l d  m e ,  s ir .  

Q And t h i s  was 2 ,weeks ago? 

A. About 2 weeks ago. This  i s  why when I s a w  a l l  
t h e s e  p i c t u r e s ,  t h e y  had t o  be  made by a n e g a t i v e .  I c o u l d n ' t  
unders tand  why he had s a i d  t hey  d i sappea red ,  making a s t a t emen t  
l i k e  t h a t .  

Q W e l l ,  h e  was t a l k i n g  about d i s a p p e a r i n g  from t h e  31s t ?  

A .  Righ t ,  sir.  

Q What d i d  he mean by d i sappea r?  

A.  Thi s  i s  what I was wondering. I asked him, "Do you 
mean someone took  them, o r  t h e y ' r e  l o s t ,  o r  what?" And he s a i d ,  
"The M I D  man c o u l d n ' t  f i n d  them. " I t o l d  him, "They were r i g h t  
t h e r e  i n  t h e  photo box." And h e  s a y s ,  "No, t h e y  were n o t . "  
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Q Well,  you recognize  t h a t  we do have some miss ing  
r e c o r d s  of photographs ,  based from t h e  number system on t h e  
r o l l  which i s  shown on t h e  c o n t a c t  s h e e t .  

A. Ri.ght,  sir.  

Q We do f e e l  t h a t  t h e r e  might be  some more photographs .  

R igh t ,  sir.  

Q Which is  one reason  t h a t  we wanted t o  t a l k  t o  you i n  
d e t a i l  on t h i s  s u b j e c t ,  t o  s e e  i f  you could throw any l i g h t  on 
whether  t h e  photographs were miss ing  o r  i f  you had s e e n  any photo-
graphs  b e s i d e s  what we have shown you. 

A. No, sir, n o t  t h a t  I can r e c a l l .  

Q. The q u e s t i o n  of photographs be ing  mis s ing  from t h e  31st  
a s  of  our  t e lephone  c a l l  of 2 weeks ago has  n o t h i n g  t o  do wi th  you. 

A, No, s i r .  

Q W e  were t r y i n g  t o  l o c a t e  o r  t r y i n g  t o  de te rmine  whether 
w e  have a l l  t h e  photographs which w e r e  t a k e n  by HAEBERLE when he  
accompanied Task Force Barker  on t h a t  o p e r a t i o n .  

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q D o  you have a q u e s t i o n  on t h i s ?  

A, No, s i r .  He s a i d  t h a t  a l l  t h e  n e g a t i v e s  w e r e  miss ing ,  
and I s e e  p i c t u r e s  h e r e ,  and I know t h a t  h e  i s  n o t  t e l l i n g  t h e  
t r u t h .  

Q. I t  may have been a  misunders tanding,  ox he may n o t  
have expressed  it p r o p e r l y ,  b u t  h e ' s  aware t h a t  we've g o t  most ,  
o r  t h e  m a j o r i t y  i f  n o t  a l l ,  of t h e  p r i n t s  t h a t  were taken  on 
t h a t  o p e r a t i o n .  

Q What was t h e  item HAEBERLE s e n t  back some y e a r s  ago 
t o  t h e  11 th  Brigade.  

A. When he l e f t  b r igade ,  he went t o  C a l i f o r n i a .  I l e  made 
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a t a p e ,  and h e  s e n t  t h e  t a p e  back t o  us a t  11 th  Brigade,  
and w e  a11 l i s t e n e d  t o  t h e  t a p e .  He was, I g a t h e r e d ,  l y i n g  
on t h e  f l o o r  w i t h  some women. I t  was j u s t  a bunch of t a l k .  
I h a v e n ' t  s een  HAEBERLE s i n c e .  

Q And who came t o  Mardi Gras? 

A. Tha t  w a s  ROBERTS, s ir .  

Q - That  w a s  about  February--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  That  was January of l a s t  yea r .  

Q. A t  t h e  t ime he  came down t h e r e  l a s t  y e a r ,  d i d  he have 
anyth ing  t o  s ay  about  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A. No. H e  j u s t  c a l l e d  m e  up and I m e t  him o u t s i d e  and we 
went t o  a b a r  and w e  had a couple  of  d r i n k s .  He had w i t h  him 
t h i s  buddy h e  w a s  s t a y i n g  w i t h ,  and he  s a i d  h e  would c o n t a c t  m e  
aga in  l a t e r . .  He never  d i d  c o n t a c t  m e ,  and h e  showed up aga in  
a couple  of weeks ago. 

Q- Now, d i d  you have any o t h e r  q u e s t i o n s ?  

A. No, s ir .  This  i s  t h e  on ly  t h i n g  t h a t  concerned m e  a 
l i t t l e  b i t .  

Q . I s e e  no reason  f o r  you t o  be  d i s t u r b e d  about  i t  
because t h e  on ly  t h i n g  t h a t  i n t e r e s t s  u s ,  from t h e  s t a n d p o i n t  
of  f i l m ,  was whether  you could  t e l l  us i f  t h e r e  w e r e  any photo-
graphs  miss ing  which w e  d o n ' t  have. 

A.  No, s i r ,  I c o u l d n ' t  r e a l l y  t e l l  you. Looking a t  t h e  
books t h e r e ,  I s e e  p i c t u r e s  t h a t  I ' v e  neve r  s een .  I c o u l d n ' t  say  
e x a c t l y  what p i c t u r e s  were s h o t  i n  t h a t  o p e r a t i o n .  

Q Sergean t ,  d i d  it occur  t o  you t h a t  what you r ead  
from t h e  America1 Div i s ion  document ( E x h i b i t  M-23) could  
have been t h e  n i g h t l y  r e p o r t ?  It s a i d  "yes t e rday .  " 
That n i g h t l y  r e p o r t  could a c t u a l l y  c o n s i s t  of a p o s s i b l e  
news r e l e a s e  as w e l l  as j u s t  a r e p o r t  as t o  what happened 
t h a t  day. 

A. I t  cou ld ,  s i r .  The ones t h a t  I have seen  are c o n c i s e ,  
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They never  had news r e l e a s e  numbers on them o r  anyth ing .  This  
i s  why I thought  t h i s  might have been flown up. I t ' s  p r e t t y  
l eng thy .  

Q P r e t t y  long  t o  c a l l  o v e r  t h e  t e l ephone?  

A,  Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q Do you have any f u r t h e r  s t a t e m e n t s ?  

a. No, sir. 

Any f u r t h e r  i n fo rma t ion  t h a t  might assist us? 

44. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t .  

Q. Were you e v e r  t o l d  by anyone n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  i n c i d e n t s  
t h a t  may have involved  k i l l i n g s  o r  a t r o c i t i e s ?  

A. No, s ir .  

8 I would l i k e  f o r  you t o  keep i n  mind, s e r g e a n t ,  when , 
you go back t o  your  du ty  s t a t i o n  and t o  your home, t h a t  i f  you i 

should  f i n d  any documents o r  a d d i t i o n a l  photographs o r  le t ters  
o r  anyth ing  t h a t  might a s s i s t  i n  t r y i n g  t o  b u i l d  a p i c t u r e  o f  
what happened h e r e ,  t h a t  we would c e r t a i n l y  a p p r e c i a t e  it. 

\ 
A .  The on ly  t h i n g  I have i s  Sergeant  STANSEL,'s phone 
number and p o s s i b l y  h i s  add res s  a t  home. I can send t h a t  up. 

Q W e  want t o  g e t  t h a t  b e f o r e  you l eave .  

A. I d o n ' t  have it w i t h  m e .  I can c a l l  my wi fe  and have 
it tomorrow morning. 

Q You can a r r ange  wi th  Major THOMAS and y ~ ucan e i t h e r  call, 
us  back o r  we can make t h e  phone c a l l ,  whichever way you want. We 
are i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h a t .  

A ,  Y e s ,  

Q Second, w e ' l l  have t o  make arrangements t o  g ive  him h i s  
photographs back. 
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A. You can keep t h o s e ,  s ir .  

L! I t h i n k  we shcu ld  t r y  t o  make p r i n t s  of them. We 
have t h e  numbers on t h e  back of t h e s e  p r i n t s .  

DO you know i f  i n  t h e  b r i g a d e  a r e a  t h e r e  was.any 
problem w i t h  mari juana? 

A. No, sir.  I heard  d i s c u s s i o n  of  it. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  who 
w a s  d i s c u s s i n g  it. I t h i n k  it was t h i s  f e l l ow from t h e  M I  
detachment. Something about some t r o o p s  o r  one o f  t h e  i n f a n t r y  
companies were u s i n g  it. There was j u s t  d i s c u s s i o n .  H e  s a i d  
he thought  t h e y  might be  u s i n g  it. 

Q- Which company? 

A. I c a n ' t  r e a l l y  s a y ,  sir. 

Q W a s ' i t  Task Force Barker?  

A. No, sir ,  it was . in base  camp. 

Q. Was t h i s  a problem o r  was t h i s  j u s t  a couple  o f  k i d s  
exper iment ing? 

A. There w a s n ' t  a problem, no,  s i r ,  n o t  t h a t  I ' m  aware 
o f .  This  w a s  j u s t  a d i s c u s s i o n .  I never  hea rd  o f  any problem of 
mari juana.  

Q. Sergean t ,  I would l i k e  t o  inform you t h a t  you a r e  
o rde red  n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  your , t e s t imony  i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  w i t h  
o t h e r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  o t h e r  w i tnes ses  f o r  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  
e x c e p t  i n  performance of o f f i c i a l  duty  o r  a s  you may 
be  r e q u i r e d  t o  do s o  b e f o r e  competent j u d i c i a l ,  l e g i s l a t i v e ,  
o r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  body. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h a t  you w i l l  
b e  c a l l e d .  I n  c a s e  you a r e  c a l l e d  b e f o r e  a Congress ional  
committee o r  c o u r t - m a r t i a l ,  t h i s  warning has  no e f f e c t .  
Also,  you a r e  cau t ioned  t h a t  i f  you a r e  s u b j e c t  t o  
an o r d e r  i s s u e d  by t h e  m i l i t a r y  judge i n  t h e  g e n e r a l  
c o u r t - m a r t i a l  c a s e  o f  United S t a t e s  v. C a l l e y ,  your  
appearance h e r e  i n  no way changes t h e  e f f e c t  of  t h a t  
o r d e r .  
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A. Right ,  sir. 

Q Do you have any q u e s t i o n s  on t h a t ?  

A. , No, s ir .  

COL WILSON: W e  a p p r e c i a t e  your coming i n .  We a p p r e c i a t e  very  much 
t h e  e x h i b i t s  which you have prov ided ,  and a l s o  t h e  names of your 
s e c t i o n  t h e r e .  Unless you have any more q u e s t i o n s ,  t h a t  w i l l  
t e rmina t e  t h e  h e a r i n g .  

(The h e a r i n g  r eces sed  a t ' 1 6 1 9  hours,,  20 January  
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: STROP, Jerome M. 

DATE OF TESTIMONY : 5 February 1 97 0 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A. 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT: Clerk  i n  S2 s e c t i o n ,  11th I n f a n t r y  
Br igade ,  A p r i l  1968 - March 1969. 

1. RESPONSIBILITIES AND DUTIES OF THE WITNESS. 

I n  t h e  p e r i o d  of  i n t e r e s t  t h e  w i t n e s s  worked i n  t h e  
11 th  Brigade TOC t a k i n g  messages f o r  t h e  b r igade .  On 
12 August 1968 h e  took over  t h e  job a s  c l a s s i f i e d  documents 
c o n t r o l  c l e r k .  H e  h e l d  t h i s  job u n t i l  24 March 1969 (pg. 3)  . 
H e  k e p t  a l l  secret documents, i n  h i s  s a f e  (pgs .  3 ,  1 0 )  . H e  
w a s  u n f a m i l i a r  w i t h  Sergeant  GERBERDING's f i l e  (pgs .  3 ,  4 ) .  

2. HANDLING OF DOCUMENTS BY THE WITNESS. 

The w i t n e s s  could n o t  r e c a l l  a t  any t ime s e c u r i n g  
papers  f o r  Colonel  HENDERSON (pg.  4 ) .  H e  i n v e n t o r i e d  i t ems  
i n  t h e  c l a s s i f i e d  documents s a f e ,  b u t  i n  no o t h e r  (pg.  4 ) .  
When S e r g e a n t  CAMELL took over  t h e  d u t i e s  o f  Se rgean t  
GERBERDING, t h e  w i tnes s  a l s o  assumed t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  
of  p r e p a r i n g  t h e  INTSUM (pg. 5 ) .  H e  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  t o  t h e  
b e s t  o f  h i s  knowledge CAMELL never  changed anyth ing  i n  t h e  
f i l e s  (pg.  6 ) .  He could  r e c a l l  no envelope i n  t h e  52 s a f e  
which was be ing  safeguarded f o r  either HENDERSON o r  
L i e u t e n a n t  Colonel  BLACKLEDGE (pgs .  6 ,  7 ) .  C o n f i d e n t i a l  
documents c o n t r o l  was r a t h e r  l a x  and whoever s igned  f o r  one 
assumed complete r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  it (pg. 1 2 ) .  Any 
c o n f i d e n t i a l  documents t u r n e d  back t o  S2 were f i l e d  by 
GERBERDING i n  t h e  S2 s a f e  (pg.  13)  . 
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3 .  KNOWLEDGE O F  PERTINENT PAPERS. 

The wi tness  s t a t e d  t h a t  he had no knowledge of 
HENDERSON'S r e p o r t ,  nor of i t s  inc losures  (pgs. 7 8) . 
The witness  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  he not iced  f i l e s  p e r t a i n i n g  , 

t o  geographical  a r e a s  i n  GERBERDING'S s a f e ,  though he 
was no t  f a m i l i a r  wi th  them (pg. 1 4 )  . He added t h a t  he had 
never seen any correspondence from Colonel TOAN o r  from 
any d i s t r i c t  o r  province chief  (pgs.  1 4 ,  1 5 ) .  He s a i d  t h a t  
he had never seen  any correspondence d i r e c t i n g  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
(pg.  1 5 ) .  The only VC propaganda he  had seen was t h a t  
which w a s  captured while  he was t h e r e  (pg. 15) . He a s s e r t e d .  
that he had never seen anything which might have been 
r e l a t e d  t o  HENDERSON'S r e p o r t  (pg. 1 6 )  . 
4 .  OTHER INFORMATION. 

a .  Paper used i n  t h e  S2 s e c t i o n .  

The wi tness  could n o t  r e c a l l  having used green 
onion s k i n  paper i n  t h e  S2 s e c t i o n  (pgs. 8, 9 )  . 

b. Knowledge of t h e  i n c i d e n t .  

The wi tness  a s s e r t e d  he had heard nothing t o  
i n d i c a t e  t h a t  an i n c i d e n t  a s  r epor ted  had ever  taken 
p lace  (pgs. 17-20) . 
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(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1605 h o u r s ,  5 February 
1970.)  

10: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR: The fo l lowing  persons  are p r e s e n t :  LTG PEERS, 
MR MACCRATE, COL ARMSTRONG, and MAJ LYNN. 

The n e x t  w i t n e s s  i s  M r .  Jerome M. STROP. 

(MR STROP w a s  c a l l e d  a s  a w i t n e s s ,  w a s  sworn, 
and t e s t i f i e d  a s  fo l lows : )  

S t a t e  your  f u l l  name, occupa t ion ,  and add res s  f o r  
t h e  record .  

A - Jerome M. STROP. My occupa t ion  i s  s t u d e n t .  My
addres s  i s  Route 1, Tony, Wisconsin. 

10: M r .  STROP, on my l e f t  i s  M r .  MACCRATE who i s  a 
c i v i l i a n  a t t o r n e y .  M r .  MACCRATE has  vo lun tee red  h i s  s e r v i c e s  
t o  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  Army, M r .  RESOR, t o  a s s i s t  i n  t h e  
conduct  of  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  and h e  a l s o  p rov ides  l e g a l  
counse l  t o  me and t h e  o t h e r  members o f  t h e  i n q u i r y  team. 
On my r i g h t  h e r e  i s  Colonel  ARMSTRONG. Colonel  ARMSTRONG 
h a s  been des igna t ed  by General  WESTMORELAND, o u r  Chief o f  
S t a f f ,  a s  an a s s i s t a n t  i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  Beside  myself ,  
b o t h  . M r .  MACCRATE and Colonel  ARMSTRONG may address  q u e s t i o n s  
t o  you t h i s  a f t e rnoon .  W e  have o t h e r  groups such a s  t h i s  
which a r e  t a k i n g  tes t imony from o t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l s .  I t  w i l l  
b e  my r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  however, t o  p u t  t o g e t h e r  t h e  r e p o r t ,  
weigh t h e  ev idence  and de te rmine  t h e  f i n d i n g s  and recommen-
d a t i o n s .  

Now, I a s k ,  have you had an o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  read  
t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  given you concerning t h e  n a t u r e  and purpose 
o f  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  ( E x h i b i t  M-57) ? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  I have. 

Q Do you unders tand them o r  do you have any q u e s t i o n s
concerning them? 

A. No. I unders tand them, s ir .  
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Q Would you i n d i c a t e  what your  duty  ass ignment  was-
w i t h i n  t h e  A m e r i c a l  D i v i s i o n ,  when you joined and any changes 
of  assignment you may have had and t h e  d a t e  when you termin-
a t e d  your  assignment? 

A. S i r ,  I a r r i v e d  a t  t h e  America1 Div i s ion  i n  A p r i l  
1968 and w a s  a s s igned  t o  ~ / 1 / 3 ,  l l t h  Brigade.  I went t o  t h a t  
company, and I was t h e i r  company c l e r k  u n t i l  t h e  end o f  A p r i l  
1968, a t  which t i m e  I went up t o  t h e  l l t h  Brigade headquar-
ters,  i n  t h e  S2 s e c t i o n .  I worked i n  t h e  S2 s e c t i o n  from t h e  
end o f  A p r i l  1968 u n t i l  March 1969 when my s e r v i c e  i n  Vietnam 
te rmina ted .  

Q. M r .  STROP, t h e  s o - c a l l e d  My La i  i n c i d e n t  which i s  
supposed t o  have taken  p l a c e  i n  March 1968 became a m a t t e r  o f  
p u b l i c  i n fo rma t ion  about  4 o r  5 months ago,  towards t h e  l a t t e r  
p a r t  of  September o r  October o f  l a s t  yea r .  I t  h i t  t h e  news-
pape r s ,  magazines, t e l e v i s i o n ,  r a d i o ,  and perhaps  o t h e r  media. 
S ince  t h a t  t i m e  have you t a l k e d  t o  anybody from t h e  Americal 
D iv i s ion  concern ing  what t r a n s p i r e d  a t  My L a i  a t  t h a t  t i m e  o r  
concerning t h e  r e p o r t i n g  o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  such an i n c i d e n t ?  

A. No, sir.  I h a v e n ' t  t a l k e d  t o  anybody from t h e  
d i v i s i o n  u n t i l  today when I g o t  s e n t  h e r e .  

Q Who d i d  you meet? 

A. Se rgean t  BLOCKER and Se rgean t  DELGADO. 

Q Did you have any d i s c u s s i o n  wi th  them concern ing  
t h i s  i n c i d e n t ?  

A. No, s ir .  I d i d n ' t .  

Q- W e  a r e  i n t e r e s t e d ,  M r .  STROP i n  de te rmin ing  t h e  
hand l ing  and t h e  p roces s ing  o f  c e r t a i n  documents. M r .  
bWCCRATE, on my l e f t ,  has  been fo l lowing  very c l o s e l y  t h e s e  
documents. I am s u r e  t h a t  h e  has  some q u e s t i o n s  which h e  
would l i k e  t o  add res s  t o  you s o  I w i l l  d e f e r  t h e  q u e s t i o n i n g  
a t  t h i s  t i m e  t o  him. 

MR MACCRATE: Would you d e s c r i b e  your d u t i e s  i n  t h e  S2 s e c t i o n  
of  t h e  b r igade?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  When 3 a r r i v e d  i n  t h e  s e c t i o n  i n  A p r i l  
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I f i r s t  j u s t  typed a few l e t t e r s  and e v e n t u a l l y  worked i n t o  
t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  summary. I l e a r n e d  how t o  t y p e  t h a t  and 
I worked i n  t h e  t a c t i c a l  o p e r a t i o n s  c e n t e r  j u s t  t a k i n g  t h e  
messages f o r  some t ime u n t i l  1 2  August 1968 when I took o v e r  
a s  c l a s s i f i e d  documents c l e r k .  A t  t h a t  t i m e  I handled a l l  
t h e  c l a s s i f i e d  documents t h a t  came i n t o  t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade and 
d i ssemina ted  them. I a l s o  took ove r  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  
t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  summary a t  t h a t  t ime.  I would check it 
o v e r  each n i g h t  when it was f i n i s h e d  and make s u r e  it w a s  
se t  up and e v e r y t h i n g  w a s  i n  it t h a t  should  have been i n  it. 
I k e p t  t h a t  job u n t i l  I l e f t  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  on 2 4  March 1969. 

Q We g e t  t h e  impress ion t h a t  you had a p r e t t y  good 
knowledge o f  what was i n  t h e  S2 o f f i c e  i n s o f a r  a s  where 
t h i n g s  could  be found and t h e  f i l e s  and how they  w e r e  main-
t a i n e d .  Was t h a t  i nc luded  i n  your  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  of  keep-
ing t r a c k  o f  t h e  f i l e s  and s e e i n g  t h a t  t h i n g s  g o t  i n t o  them, 
and t h a t  t hey  could  be  l o c a t e d  when needed? 

A. I had t h e  complete r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  a l l  c l a s s i -
f i e d  documents and I d i d n ' t  know anyth ing  i n  t h e  o t h e r  f i l e s ,  
l i k e  t h e  S2 s e r g e a n t  had h i s  own f i l e s .  There  was no c l a s -
s i f i e d  in fo rma t ion  i n  h i s  f i l e .  A l l  t h e  c l a s s i f i e d  informa-
t i o n  had t o  go i n t o  my f i l e  and I would r eco rd  it and every-
t h i n g  t h a t  had t o  be  done t o  it would be  s e n t  e i t h e r  t o  t h e  
d i v i s i o n  o r  a b a t t a l i o n ,  i f  it was a p p r o p r i a t e .  

Q You say  c l a s s i f i e d .  Was t h i s  c o n f i d e n t i a l ,  
s e c r e t ,  t o p  s e c r e t ?  What were t h e  l e v e l s  o f  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  
t h a t  you w e r e  handl ing?  

A.  I t  w a s  a l l  c o n f i d e n t i a l  o r  s e c r e t .  W e  never  had 
anyth ing  above s e c r e t .  

Q .  What w e r e  t h e  f i l e s  t h a t  Se rgean t  GERBERDING 
mainta ined? 

A .  H e  mainta ined a l l  t h e  f i l e s  o r  r e c o r d s  o f  t r a i n i n g  
t h a t  p e r t a i n e d  t o  i n t e l l i g e n c e ,  o r  any l e t t e r  o r  DF t h a t  h e  
had t o  send o u t  t o  any o r g a n i z a t i o n .  He main ta ined  a f i l e  o f  
t h a t .  I wouldn ' t  have been a b l e  t o  l o c a t e  it i n  h i s  f i l e  
because I neve r  took c a r e  of  t h a t  f i l e .  

Q Was t h a t  a hands-off f i l e  f o r  you o r  d i d  h e  
sometimes send  you t o  g e t  t h i n g s  o u t  o f  it? 
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A .  I t  w a s n ' t  a hands o f f ,  b u t  it was a matter of  I 
d i d  n o t  know where anyth ing  was, s o  I main ta ined  a hands-off  
p o l i c y .  

Q. Did h e ,  i n  a d d i t i o n ,  keep some f i l e s  i n  h i s  desk 
t h a t  you w e r e  aware o f ?  

A. No, sir.  H i s  Army r e g u l a t i o n s  w e r e  t h e  on ly  
t h i n g s  t h a t  h e  k e p t  i n  h i s  desk.  

Q. Do you e v e r  remember s e e i n g  a " s p e c i a l  ho ld"  
envelope i n  h i s  desk drawer,  t h a t  he  k e p t  t h e r e  f o r  some 
p e r i o d  o f  t ime? 

A. I never  saw anyth ing .  I had t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  
s e v e r a l  t i m e s  t o  go through it looking  f o r  d i f f e r e n t  forms 
and d i f f e r e n t  r e g u l a t i o n s  t h a t  I needed. I neve r  found 
anyth ing  i n  it, any "hold"  o r  any th ing  l i k e  t h a t  i n  h i s  desk.  

Q Did you o r  were you f a m i l i a r  wi th  t h e  o f f i c e  o f  
t h e  commanding o f f i c e r ,  Colonel  HENDERSON? 

A. N O ,  s ir .  I w a s n ' t .  

Q Did you e v e r  happen t o  be  s e n t  t h e r e  t o  d e l i v e r  
anyt h i n g ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  I n  t h a t  o f f i c e  a lmcs t  eve ry  ~ o r n i n g ,  
because I had t o  make up t h e  r e p o r t  on a l l  t h e  i n fo rma t ion  
t h a t  came i n  d u r i n g  t h e  n i g h t .  I had t o  make up a f i l e  and 
t a k e  it up t o  t h e  e x e c u t i v e  o f f i c e r .  H e  would r e a d  it and 
I would t a k e  it down t o  t h e  commanding o f f i c e r ' s  o f f i c e  and 
l e a v e  it on h i s  desk.  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  whether  Colonel  HENDERSON had a 
s a f e  i n  h i s  o f f i c e ?  

A. No, sir. I d o n ' t .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  a t  any t i m e  h i s  d e l i v e r i n g  papers  
t o  be  p l aced  i n  s a f e  keeping i n  t h e  S2 s a f e ?  

A. No, sir.  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any t ime t h a t  he  brought  
any. 
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Q By t h e  t ime you a r r i v e d  Colonel  BLACKLEDGE w a s  
j u s t  about  t o  d e p a r t  and then  Major SCHLEICHER became t h e  
S2 very  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  you a r r i v e d ?  

A. Yes, sir .  Colonel  BLACKLEDGE w a s  t h e r e  one 
day when I was t h e r e .  I met him and t h a t  w a s  a l l .  

Q Now, wi th  your  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  i n  t h e  S2 shop,  
d i d  you from t i m e  t o  t ime o r  a t  any t ime make an inven to ry  
o r  ass is t  i n  t h e  making o f  an inven to ry  of t h e  c o n t e n t s  of 
t h e  S2 s a f e ?  

A. No, s ir .  I never  d i d .  The on ly  neces sa ry  inven-
t o r i e s  w e r e  t h e  ones o f  t h e  c l a s s i f i e d  m a t e r i a l  which would 
have been i n  my s a f e .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any inven to ry  e v e r  
be ing  made o f  any o t h e r  s a f e .  

Q = When you assumed t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  d i d  you
i n v e n t o r y  what w a s  i n  t h e  s a f e ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  W e  had two s a f e s .  One was f o r  t h e  S2 
and t h e  o t h e r  one was f o r  t h e  c l a s s i f i e d  documents. I inven-
t o r i e d  o n l y  t h e  c l a s s i f i e d  document 's  one. That  w a s  when I 
was g e t t i n g  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  

Q. Did you have t h e  szxe  f z n c t i g n  a f t e r  Sergeant  
GERBERDING l e f t  and Se rgean t  CAMELL r e p l a c e d  him? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. The on ly  d i f f e r e n c e  then  was t h a t  I 
p o s s i b l y  ga ined  more r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  a s  f a r  a s  making s u r e  
t h e  INTSUM w a s  o u t .  Other  t han  t h a t ,  my r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  was 
i d e n t i c a l .  

Q Was t h i s  because Se rgean t  CAMELL d e l e g a t e d  more 
o r  because you w e r e  j u s t  g e t t i n g  more expe r i ence  and be ing  
g iven  more r e s p o n s i b l i t y  commensurate w i th  your  exper ience?  

A. I would s a y  it was because Sergeant  CAMELL d i d n ' t  
r e a l l y  know t h e  whole o p e r a t i o n  a t  t h a t  t ime .  H e  had j u s t  
come and h e  d i d n ' t  r e a l l y  unders tand  t h e  whole o p e r a t i o n  of  
t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  summary and t h e  t o t a l s  and e v e r y t h i n g  t h a t  
w e  had t o  p u t  i n  it. I knew i't, by t h a t  t i m e ,  q u i t e  w e l l .  

Q Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  o f  any reorganiza-
t i o n  of t h e  f i l e s  i n  t h e  S2 shop i n  o r  about  December 1968? 

(STROP) 5 APP T-330  

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

.3* No, sir .  We've never  gone through o u r  f i l e s .  
I ' v e  never  gone through it and I was i n  t h e  o f f i c e  from 8:00 
t o  8:00 every  day,  7 days a week. 

Q. Sergean t  CAMELL would have us b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  
f i l e s  w e r e . n o t  i n  very good shape when h e  a r r i v e d  and he  
improved on them? Would t h a t  accord  wi th  t h e  way t h a t  you 
saw it, be ing  t h e  f i l e  man b e f o r e  and a f t e r  he  a r r i v e d ?  

A. No, s ir .  I d o n ' t  r e c o l l e c t  him e v e r  going 
through t h e  f i l e s .  To my knowledge, Sergeant  CAMELL knew 
very l i t t l e  about  t h e  f i l e  system and how it should  b e  set  
qp and a l s o  about  a l o t  o f  t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  and communications. 
For  i n s t a n c e ,  how t o  set up l e t t e r s  and t h a t .  He would t e l l  
pe t o  do it. H e  never  changed anyth ing  i n  h i s  f i l e .  

9- M r .  STROP, do you r e c a l l  any f i l e  i n  which 
r e p o r t s  of  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  e i t h e r  t h o s e  t h a t  had been prepared  
by b r i g a d e  and s e n t  on t o  d i v i s i o n  o r  t h o s e  t h a t  were submit-
t e d  by b a t t a l i o n s ,  f o r  example t o  b r i g a d e ,  were k e p t  i n  t h e  
S2 shop? Do you r e c a l l  geeing any r e p o r t s  o f  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
as a f i l e ?  

A.  When you s a i d  t h a t ,  I thought  of t h e  one.  The 
one t h a t  I remember w a s  when w e  would l o s e  SOI 's  and t h a t  
and w e  would have t o  i n v e s t i g a t e ,  b u t  o t h e r  t han  t h a t  I 
don 't r e c a l l  any. 

Q. Do you remember Se rgean t  GERBERDING hav ing  an 
envelope which w a s  l a b e l e d ,  "Sergeant  GERBERDING,  Pe r sona l , ' '  
o r  something o f  t h a t  s o r t  t h a t  he  mainta ined around h i s  desk? 

A. No, sir.  I d o n ' t .  

Q Did you e v e r  see such a f i l e  i n  t h e  S2 s a f e  when 
you were going i n  and o u t  f o r  o t h e r  papers?  

A. No, s i r .  I never  s a w  an envelope o f  t h a t  n a t u r e .  

Q Did you e v e r  s e e  an envelope t h a t  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  
it w a s  be ing  h e l d  i n  t h e  S2 s a f e  f o r  Colonel  HENDERSON and 
f o r  h i s  eyes  on ly  o r  something t h a t  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h i s  had 
been p u t  t h e r e  by Colonel  HENDERSON o r  p o s s i b l y  Colonel  
BLACKLEDGE f o r  him and w a s  t o  be  h e l d  j u s t  f o r  him? 

A. No, sir.  The on ly  envelopes  t h a t  I saw o f  t h a t  
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n a t u r e  were ones t h a t  I r ece ived .  There were documents from 
America1 and I would d e l i v e r  them t o  t h e  commanding o f f i c e r  
depending on where t hey  were goinq.  He would d e l i v e r  t h e  
message back t o  m e  and I would ha;e t o  l o g  i t  i n  and every-
t h i n g .  

Q What k ind  o f  messages were t h e s e ,  normal i n t e l l i -
gence r e p o r t s  of  one s o r t  o r  ano the r?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  Condi t ions  o r  something o f  t h a t  n a t u r e .  

Q .  M r .  STROP, I ' m  going t o  show you now a document 
t h a t  comes o u t  o f  t h e  S2 s a f e  a t  Duc Pho and i t ' s  been marked 
h e r e  a s  E x h i b i t  R-5. I would l i k e  you f i r s t  t o  examine t h e  
f i r s t  two pages of  t h e  document. 

M r .  STROP, do you eve r  remember s e e i n g  such a 
document i n  t h e  f i l e s  o f  t h e  S2 a t  t h e  l l t h  Brigade? 

A. No, s ir .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h i s .  

Q. You s e e  t h e  n o t a t i o n  i n  t h e  upper r igh t -hand  
c o r n e r  of t h e  f i r s t  page? Can you i n t e r p r e t  t h a t  f o r  us 
i n  accordance w i t h  o f f i c e  p r a c t i c e ?  

A. 'When h e  f i l e d  something SergeanL GZRBERDING would 
w r i t e  on it " f i l e "  and then  i n i t i a l  it f o r  h i s  f i l e s  s o  t h a t  
h e  would know what h e  wanted f i l e d  and what he didn ' t  j u s t  by 
look ing  a t  h i s  book., I ' m  p r e t t y  s u r e  it must be  h i s  marking 
t h e r e ,  "RK" something. 

Q "RKB?" Those a r e  t h e  i n i t i a l s  o f  Colonel  
BLACKLEDGE. That  would b,e t h e  g e n e r a l  o f f i c e  n o t a t i o n  o f  t h e  
person  t h a t  was d i r e c t i n g  t h a t  it be  f i l e d ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q NOW, I ' d  l i k e  you t o  t u r n  t o  t h e  n e x t  two pages 
which has  a l i t t l e  p e n c i l  n o t a t i o n  a t  t h e  bottom of i n c l o s u r e  
2 .  I t  may b e  t h a t  you would have seen  t h e s e  two s h e e t s  o f  
paper  i n  any number o f  p l a c e s  and they  may n o t  have been 
a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  r e p o r t  o f  i n v e s t i g a t ' i o n  t h a t  you j u s t  read .  
I would ask you a f t e r  you have examined it and looked a t  bo th  
pages  of  t h e  document whether  you e v e r  r e c a l l  s e e i n g  any th ing  
s i m i l a r  t o  t h a t  wh i l e  you w e r e  w i th  t h e  l l t h  Brigade a t  Duc Pho? 
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You might f i n d  t h a t  t h e  d i s t i n c t i v e  c h a r a c t e r  
of i t  beg ins  t o  appear  on t h e  second page? 

A. I ' v e  never  s een  t h i s .  I b e l i e v e  t h e  d e s c r i p -
t i v e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  you are t a l k i n g  about  must be  t h e  
w r i t i n g  on h e r e ?  

Q W e l l ,  w e  were r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  second paragraph 
a t  t h e  t o p  of  t h e  page where you f i n d  a l i t t l e  more, s p e c i f i -
c a t i o n  t h a n  t h e  g e n e r a l  k ind  o f  V i e t  Cong propaganda. You 
s e e  t h e r e  t h e  r e f e r e n c e  t o  e v e n t s  on 15  March and s p e c i f i c  
r e f e r e n c e  t o  Son My v i l l a g e  and i n  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  and 
an a l l e g e d  k i l l i n g  o f  more t h a n  5 0 0  people .  Do you e v e r  r e -
c a l l  e i t h e r  s e e i n g  t h i s  document o r  any s imilar  document 
wh i l e  you were w i th  t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade? 

A. No. I ' v e  never  s e e n  t h i s  document b e f o r e .  

Q. Now, i f  you w i l l  t u r n  t o  t h e  f i n a l  page,  t h e  
green  s h e e t  headed "Statement ,  1 4  A p r i l  1968." I ' d  l i k e  
you t o  r ead  t h a t .  

A. Okay. 

Q.  Do you e v e r  r e c a l l  s e e i n g  t h a t  document be fo re?  

A. NNo, s i r .  I d o n ' t .  
b 

Q. Y o u ' l l  n o t i c e  t h a t  it i s  on green  onion s k i n .  
Is t h a t  t h e  k i n d  o f  paper  t h a t  you used i n  t h e  S2 shop a t  
Duc Pho? Can you remember whether  you had green  on ion  s k i n  
t h e r e ?  

A. I remember w h i t e  and yellow. We had d i f f e r e n t  
c o l o r s ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  remember green.  

Q Your r e c o l l e c t i o n  accords  w i t h  o t h e r s .  Do 
you r e c a l l  which s e c t i o n s  o r  u n i t s  a t  Duc P ~ Qused green  
paper?  

A. No, s i r .  I d o n ' t .  When I was down i n  t h e  com-
pany I know t h a t  w e  had t r o u b l e  g e t t i n g  any on ion  s k i n  and 
what we d i d  g e t  w a s  wh i t e .  U p  i n  t h e  S2 we would always 
g e t  it,. W e  mainly used w h i t e  and we had some yel low.  
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I do n o t  remember any green.  I d o n ' t  even r e c a l l  s e e i n g  
any green.  W e  borrowed s e v e r a l  t imes from t h e  S 1  and t h a t  
was always w h i t e  t h a t  we g o t .  

a =  . Have you e v e r  s een  t h i s  f0rma.t used t h a t ' s  r e -
f l e c t e d  i n  t h e  r e p o r t  o f  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  on t h e  f i r s t  two 
pages? Is t h a t  a form t h a t  you would use  f o r  something 
typed  i n  your  s e c t i o n ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  would be  t h e  form 
w e  would use .  

Q. You would s e e  no th ing  unusual  i n  t h e  form o f  
t h e  l e t t e r ?  

A. The on ly  t h i n g  t h a t  I can s e e  h e r e ,  I b e l i e v e  
t h e  word " s u b j e c t "  should  be  down below. I ' m  n o t  s u r e ,  
b u t  it p i c t u r e s  t o  m e  t h a t  t h e  s u b j e c t  shou ld  be  down be-
low. 

Q Beneath t h e  addressee?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q Was t h i s  customary i n  o t h e r  o f f i c e s  a t  Duc Pho 
t o  p l a c e  t h e  s u b j e c t  a t  t h e  top? I r e a l i z e  t h i s  i s  hard  
f o r  you t o  go back,  b u t  i t  may be t h a t  sometimes t h e s e  t h i n g s  
r i n g  a r e spons ive  chord t o  someone? 

A .  The customary t h i n g  f o r  us t o  do i s  t o  fo l low 
t h e  AR. I f  anyone asked me how t o  t y p e  a l e t t e r  I would 
go t o  t h e  AR and s e t  it down i n  f r o n t  of them. I mean I 
d i d n ' t  remember how t o  se t  up e v e r y t h i n g  because t h e  AR 
w a s  always t h e r e  and convenien t  t o  fo l low.  

Q. Y o u ' l l  n o t i c e  t h e  n o t a t i o n  i n  t h e  upper l e f t ,  
t h a t  "XICO" . Are you f a m i l i a r  w i t h  t h a t  n o t a t i o n ?  

A. Tha t  would be  t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade commanding o f -
f i c e r .  

Q- Do you recall  e v e r  t y p i n g  any l e t t e r s  i n  t h e  
l l t h  Brigade? 

A.  N o ,  s ir .  I never  d i d .  I was asked s e v e r a l  
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t imes  t o  do it, and I always unders tood t h a t  t h e  S1  had a 
t y p i s t  t o  t ype  l e t t e r s .  I would say t h a t  I had my documents 
t o  t a k e  c a r e  of  and t h e  o t h e r  t h i n g s .  They would always 
t a k e  i t  down t o  t h e  S1, because I wouldn ' t  do it. 

Q. Do you r e c a l l  who t h e  S1 t y p i s t  was? 

A.  No, s ir .  I d o n ' t .  I d o n ' t  know who typed up 
t h i s  m a t e r i a l ,  b u t  we had one c l e r k  who w a s  h i s  main t y p i s t .  

Q - Y o u ' l l  n o t i c e  t h a t  R-5 has been stamped conf i -
d e n t i a l .  I f  such a document had come i n t o  you f o r  f i l i n g  
wh i l e  you were hand l ing  f i l i n g  i n  t h e  S2 o f f i c e ,  where would 
you have f i l e d  such a document? 

A. I f  t h i s  document w e r e  t o  have come i n t o  my hands 
X would have g iven  it t o  Se rgean t  GERBERDING and he  would 
have des igna t ed  whether  h e  wanted it i n  h i s  o r  i n  mine. 

Q W e l l ,  I unders tood t h a t  a l l  c l a s s i f i e d  docu-
ments were i n  your  handsi  and t h e r e f o r e  i f  t h i s  w a s  d e l i v e r e d  
t o  you as a c l a s s i f i e d  document f o r  f i l i n g ,  where would you 
have p u t  i t ?  

A. You mean i n  t h e  o f f i c e ?  Someone i n  t h e  o f f i c e  
o r  o u t  of t h e  o f f i c e ?  

Q Someone i n  t h e  o f f i c e .  I f  Sergeant  GERBERDING 
had s a i d ,  "Here, you have t h i s  l e t t e r  f o r  f i l i n g  and i t ' s  
c o n f i d e n t i a l .  I want you t o  p u t  it where you keep your  
c o n f i d e n t i a l  documents." Where would you have p u t  a con-
f i d e n t i a l  document o f  t h i s  k ind?  

A.  The c o n f i d e n t i a l ,  such a s  l e t t e r s ,  w e r e  k e p t  i n  
h i s  s a f e .  I s a i d  e a r l i e r  t h a t  I took a l l  t h e  c o n f i d e n t i a l  
and e v e r y t h i n g ,  b u t  I remembered I j u s t  k e p t  t h e  s e c r e t .  
H e  k e p t  t h e  c o n f i d e n t i a l ,  excep t  i f  t h e  c o n f i d e n t i a l  a p p l i e d  
t o  a s e c r e t .  I was t h i n k i n g  o f  e a r l i e r  when I was i n  Ger-
many I k e p t  e v e r y t h i n g ,  b u t  h e r e  he  k e p t  t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  
summaries a l s o ,  a long  wi th  le t te rs .  

(2 Sergean t  GERBERDING had h i s  own s a f e ?  

A. I t  was t h e  S2 s a f e .  Se rgean t  GERBERDING and 
Se rgean t  STEVENS and t h e  o f f i c e r s ,  t h e  major,  a l l  had t h e  
combination t o  it. I t  was t h e  S2 s a f e .  
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Q. Then t h e r e  were s e c t i o n s  i n  t h e  s a f e  t h a t  h e  
was r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  and s e c t i o n s  t h a t  you were r e s p o n s i b l e  
f o r ?  

A,  No, s i r - Th-ere w e r e  two s a f e s :  t h e  S2 s a f e  and 
one was t h e  c l a s s i f i e d  document s a f e .  

COL ARMSTRONG: The headqua r t e r s  c l a s s i f i e d  documents? 

A. Yes, sir. I guess it would b e  p a r t  of  t h e  AG. 
I k e p t  a l l  s e c r e t  documents and a l l  t h e  c o n t r o l s  on them. 
I knew where eve ry  s e c r e t  document went and who had it and 
a l l  s i g n a t u r e s  f o r  s e c r e t  documents i n  my s a f e .  

Q Whether it went t o  t h e  CO o r  t h e  S3 o r  t h e  S1 
s e c t i o n ?  

A. I d i d .  

Q You were t h e  c l a s s i f i e d  documents c o n t r o l  c l e r k  
f o r  t h e  headqua r t e r s?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q And you were l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  S2 s e c t i o n ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

MR. MACCRATE: What were your  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  w i t h  r e s p e c t  
t o  documents t h a t  belonged i n  t h e  S2 s e c t i o n  as d i s t i n g u i s h e d  
from t h i s  du ty  you performed f o r  t h e  e n t i r e  headqua r t e r s  
w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  c l a s s i f i e d  documents? 

A. A l l  documents'would come i n t o  t h e  t a c t i c a l  
o p e r a t i o n s  c e n t e r  du r ing  t h e  n i g h t  o r  else t h e y  would 
come i n  d u r i n g  t h e  day. They would b r i n g  them i n t o  t h e  
S2 and one o f  t h e  c l e r k s  i n  t h e  S2 would s i g n  f o r  it. 
I would g e t  j u s t  about  a l l  of  them o r  e l s e  t h e  major would 
g e t  a l l  t h e  c l a s s i f i e d  and then  i f  it w a s  s e c r e t  t hey  would 
g i v e  it t o  me. I would l o g  it i n ,  and whoever g o t  i t  I 
would have t o  g e t  a s i g n a t u r e  f o r  it a s  you have t o  f o r  
secret documents. C o n f i d e n t i a l  document, I would g i v e  it 
t o  Sergeant  GERBERDING o r  l a t e r  Se rgean t  CAMELL and they  
would dec ide  where it should  go. I f  i t  was a c o n f i d e n t i a l  
document and it would be  about  t r a i n i n g  o r  something t o  
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t h a t  e f f e c t  o r  i f  it looked impor t an t  I would t a k e  i t  r i g h t  
up t o  t h e  X O ' s  o f f i c e  o r  e l s e  t o  t h e  S3  t o  d i s t r i b u t e  t h e  
c o n f i d e n t i a l  one t o  t h e  S2 .  I f  it would be  on resupply  o r  
supply I would t a k e  one copy t o  t h e  S4 and one copy t o  t h e  XO. 

Q With r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  c o n f i d e n t i a l  documents, 
do 1 now unders tand t h a t  you had no r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s ?  

A. R igh t ,  s i r .  There was no complete c o n t r o l s  
k e p t  o f  s i g n a t u r e s  o r  any th ing  k e p t  on t h o s e  a s  l ong  a s  
t hey  s t a y e d  w i t h i n  t h e  h e a d q u a r t e r s .  I f  someone o u t  o f  t h e  
h e a d q u a r t e r s  wanted a document and i f  it was a c o n f i d e n t i a l  
t h e y  would have m e  f i l l  o u t  t h e ,  I b e l i e v e  i t ' s  a 1204,  
t h e  s i g n a t u r e  form and they  would have t o  s i g n  t o  t a k e  o u t  
t h e  document. 

"0 What .would happen t o  t h e  r e c e i p t  t h a t  t hey  s igned?  

A. Se rgean t  GERBERDING would keep t h e  r e c e i p t  u n t i l  
"they r e t u r n e d  t h e  documemt, and he  would g ive  them back t h e  
o r i g i n a l  and d e s t r o y  t h e  c o n t r o l  on it. 

Q With r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  c o n f i d e n t i a l  documents t h a t  
you would t u r n  ove r  t o  Se rgean t  GERBERDING and l a t e r  t o  Ser-
gean t  CAMELL, where p h y s i c a l l y  w i t h i n  t h e  S2 shop would 
t h e y  b e  s t o r e d ?  

A. During t h e  day I would g i v e  them t o  them and 
maybe on t h e  desks  du r ing  t h e  day. 

Q And a t  n i g h t  t hey  would hand over  t h e  c o n f i d e n t i a l  
m a t e r i a l  back t o  you t o  p u t  i n  t h e  s a f e ?  

A. They took complete c o n t r o l  of  t h e  c o n f i d e n t i a l .  
A l l  s e c r e t  material I made s u r e  I had before--

Q . ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I unders tand ,  b u t  t h e  con£i d e n t i a l  
m a t e r i a l ,  l e t ' s  p u t  t h e  s e c r e t  t o  one s i d e  because I am con-
fused  a s  t o  what happens t o  t h e  c o n f i d e n t i a l  m a t e r i a l s  t h a t  
a r e  on t h e  desk a t  t h e  c l o s e  o f  t h e  day. Where do they  go? 

A. I b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t h e  c o n f i d e n t i a l  m a t e r i a l s  
s t a y e d  on t h e  desk.  

Q When they  have se rved  t h e i r  p r e s e n t  purpose and 
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they  were t o  b e  f i l e d ,  I g a t h e r  t h a t  Sergeant  GERBERDING 
would t a k e  c a r e  o f  t h e  f i l i n g  h imse l f  o r  would he  ask  some-
one i n  t h e  o f f i c e  t o  f i l e  them f o r  him? 

A. S i r ,  Sergeant  GERBERDING d i d  t h e  filing of t h e  
documents. 

Q Where would he  then  p u t  them? 

A. H e  had h i s  f i l e  se t  up and each f o l d e r  w a s  i d e n t -
i f i e d  and h e  would p u t  them i n  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  f o l d e r .  

Q. Where i s  t h a t  f i l e  drawer t h a t  you a r e  t a l k i n g
about?  

A. I t  was one s a f e  i n  t h e  S2 t h a t  t h e y  k e p t  a l l  
t h e i r  m a t e r i a l s  and a l l  let ters.  

Q Is t h a t  safe s e p a r a t e  from your  c l a s s i f i e d  
documents s a f e ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

& And it was a s e p a r a t e  u n i t ?  

A. Yes, s i r .  I t  was two s e p a r a t e  saCes.  

Q Both w i t h  combination l o c k s ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q With d i f f e r e n t  openings f o r  t h e  s a f e ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q Did you have acces s  t o  t h e  s a f e  i n  which t h e  
c o n f i d e n t i a l  pape r s  w e r e  k e p t ?  

A. During t h e  day i f  t h e  s a f e  w a s  open,  yes .  I f  
t h e  major o r  someone would ask f o r  a p a r t i c u l a r  document 
and Se rgean t  GERBERDING w a s n ' t  t h e r e ,  I would open it up 
and see i f  I could  f i n d  it f o r  him. 

Q But you d i d n ' t  have t h e  combination f o r  i t ?  

A .  The combination was s t o r e d  i n  my s a f e .  Tha t  
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was t h e  only combination i n  my s a f e .  That was locked up 
i n  my s a f e .  

Q • But you were n o t  t h e  one t h a t  opened it i n  t h e  
morning, were you? 

A. NO,  s i r .  

Q But you d i d  sometimes go t o  i t ?  

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q Did you e v e r  r e c a l l  a s e r i e s  of f i l e s  t h a t  
were l a b l e d  f o r  t h e  province advisory teams? 

NO, s i r .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t .  

Q O r  poss ib ly  j u s t  from t h e  province,  a f i l e  from 
Quang Ngai Province and another  f i l e  f o r  another  province 
o r  poss ib ly  f o r  t h e  d i s k ~ i c t .  Was t h e r e  any geographical  
f i l i n g  of t h a t  s o r t  t h a t  you can r e c a l l ?  

A. Yes, s i r .  I can r e c a l l  a f i l e  f o r  Quang Ngai, 
Duc Pho, Mo DUC, Minh Long, Ha Thanh and t h e  o t h e r  S p e c i a l  
Forces t h a t  was ou t  west of us. He had them div ided  up i n t o  
a reas .  

Q- D o  you e v e r  r e c a l l  having t o  go t o  t h e  Quang 
Ngai f i l e  and t h e  m a t e r i a l s  f i l e d  t h e r e  and f i n d i n g  any-
m a t e r i a l s  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e s e  mat ters  t h a t  you've seen  re -
f l e c t e d  i n  t h i s  r e p o r t  of i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o r  t h e  i n c l o s u r e s  
t o  t h e  r e p o r t ?  

A. N O ,  s i r .  I d o n ' t  e v e r  r e c a l l  s ee ing  anything 
of t h i s  na tu re  before  i n  t h e  f i l e s .  I never went through 
them. I never r e c a l l  what I would have t o  f i n d  i n  t h e r e ,  
b u t  he had them a l l  w r i t t e n  i n  t h a t  and l abe led  t o  what they 
were, s o  I ' d  j u s t  look on t h e  heading f o r  t h e  one I wanted. 
I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  s ee ing  anything of t h i s  na tu re  on them. 

Q. Do you e v e r  r e c a l l  see ing  any correspondence
from t h e  commanding genera l  of t h e  2d ARVN Divis ion ,  
Colonel TOAN o r  l a t e r  General TOAN? 

A. N o ,  sir.. I b e l i e v e  I had some correspondence 
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as t o  t h e i r  o p e r a t i o n s ,  b u t  it was s e c r e t  and t h a t ' s  a l l  
I e v e r  r e c a l l  g e t t i n g .  

Q. Ever s e e  any m a t e r i a l  from t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f  
o f  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  o r  t h e  prov ince  c h i e f  of Quang Ngai 
Province? 

A. No, s i r .  I d o n ' t  remember any. 

Q M r .  STROP, I show you E x h i b i t  M-30. The t o p  
copy b e a r s  t h e  s i g n a t u r e  o f  "Angel M.  RODRIGUEZ," a s s i s t a n t  
d i s t r i c t  a d v i s o r  a t  Son Tinh.  The second undershee t  i s  
a t r u e  copy which i s  a l i t t l e  more l e g i b l e .  Do you e v e r  
r e c a l l  s e e i n g  a document such a s  t h a t  i n  t h e  f i l e s  o f  t h e  
S2 a t  t h e  l l t h  Brigade? 

A. No, s i r .  I don1t remember any th ing  l i k e  t h i s .  

Q Do you remember Capta in  RODRIGUEZ? Did you 
e v e r  meet him? 

A. No, sir.  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  I e v e r  met him. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  any correspondence t h a t  you may
have seen  from t h e  Quang Ngai adv i so ry  team t o  t h e  commanding 
o f f i c e r  o r  p o s s i b l y  the S2 of the 1 1 t h  Sr iyade ,  forwarding 
VC propaganda? 

A. No, s ir .  I d o n ' t .  The on ly  propaganda I r e c a l l  
i s  t h a t  which w e  cap tu red  w h i l e  I w a s  t h e r e .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  
any o t h e r  propaganda. 

Q Do you e v e r  remember s e e i n g  a d i r e c t i v e  from 
t h e  commanding g e n e r a l  o f  t h e  America1 Div i s ion  t o  t h e  com-
manding o f f i c e r  o f  t h e  l l t h  Brigade d i r e c t i n g  t h a t  an i n -
v e s t i g a t i o n  b e  made by t h e  l l t h  Brigade i n  r e s p e c t  t o  a 
compla in t  which had been r e c e i v e d  by t h e  commanding g e n e r a l  
from t h e  Vietnamese, s p e c i f i c a l l y  t h e  commanding g e n e r a l  o f  
t h e  2d ARVN Div i s ion?  

I show you M-33 and you s e e  h e r e  t h e  V i e t -
namese copy and an Engl i sh  t r a n s l a t i o n  on t o p  o f  it which 
i s  s i m i l a r  t o  something you 've  been look ing  a t  b e f o r e .  Do 
you r e c a l l  s e e i n g  t h a t  p i e c e  o f  VC propaganda? 
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A.  No, sir.  I ,donu t  r e c a l l  it. 

Q I ' d  l i k e  you t o  look  a t  M-35, which i s  ano the r  
p i e c e  o f  VC propaganda. We've had some i n d i c a t i o n s  t h a t  
t h i s  may have come from t h e  f i r e  b a s e  a t  LZ Upt igh t  o r  a 
s i m i l a r  p i e c e  o f  VC propaganda w a s  d e l i v e r e d  t h e r e .  Y o u ' l l  
s e e  t h e  Vietnamese a g a i n ,  a three-page f l y e r  and on t o p  o f  
it i s  an Eng l i sh  t r a n s l a t i o n .  I ' d  l i k e  you t o  look a t  t h a t  
and y o u ' l l  n o t i c e  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  some d e t a i l s  i n  i t  t h a t  
might c a t c h  t h e  eye  as be ing  a l i t t l e  unusual ,  i f  one were 
t o  see i t ?  

A. Right .  

Q Do you e v e r  recall  any VC propaganda o f  t h a t  
n a t u r e  coming t o  your  a t t e n t i o n ?  

A .  No, s ir .  I d o n ' t .  

Q You remained q t  t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade u n t i l  what 
t i m e  i n  March 1968? 

A. I t  w a s  t h e  end of  March, about  2 4  March 1969. 

Q Did you, a t  any t i m e  h e a r  o f  a r e q u e s t  be ing  
made t o  l o c a t e  a r e p o r t  o f  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i n  t h e  f i l e s  of  
t h e  S2 f p r  which you w e r e  asked t o  a s s i s t  i n  a s e a r c h ?  

A. No, sir.  I d o n ' t .  

Q Our in fo rma t ion  would s u g g e s t  t h a t  any such 
r e q u e s t  came a t  a l a t e r  t i m e .  Who succeeded t o  your  re-
s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  i n  t h e  S 2  o f f i c e ?  

A. Tom GARDNER took ove r  and h e  was j u s t  go ing  
t o  t a k e  o v e r  t h e  c l a s s i f i e d  documents. Ron CREED s t a y e d  
i n  t h e  o f f i c e  and w a s  p r e t t y  much t h e  head and p r e t t y  much 
knew what w a s  going on. He would have been t h e  one a f t e r  
me t o  t a k e  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  o f f i c e  i t s e l f .  Tom GARDNER 
took o v e r  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  t h e  c l a s s i f i e d  documents 
and he  r e a l l y  d i d n ' t  have any i d e a  o f  t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  of  
t h e  s e c t i o n .  

COL ARMSTRONG: L e t '  s go back t o  when you f i r s t  a r r i v e d  
i n  Vietnam and when you w e r e  i n  t h e  3/1. You went i n  a s  
t h e  company c l e r k ?  
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A - Y e s ,  s i r .  I was j u s t  a s s igned  t o  t h e  company 
and I t a l k e d  t o  t h e  f i r s t  s e r g e a n t  and t o l d  him I had been 
a c l e r k  i n  Germany i n  t h e i r  S2 s e c t i o n ,  and he s a i d  t h a t  
h e  needed a company c l e r k  s i n c e  h e  was l o s i n g  h i s  s h o r t l y .  
H e  t o l d  me h e  would t r y  me o u t  f o r  t h e  p o s i t i o n .  

Q Do you have any i d e a  why t h a t  company c l e r k  
depa r t ed?  

A. H e  was ETS, s ir .  

Q- Where was t h e  3/1 B a t t a l i o n  rear l o c a t e d  when 
you jo ined  them? 

A. LZ Bronco. 

Q You w e r e  a t  LZ Bronco? 

A. Y e s  , s i r .  

Q. Did you g e t  t o  know t h e  company c l e r k s  o f  t h e  
o t h e r  companies? 

A. N O ,  sir.  J u s t  t h e  C h a r l i e  Company and De l t a  
Company. I knew both  o f  t h e i r  company c l e r k s .  

Q You w e r e  i n  De l t a  Company? 

A. C h a r l i e  and Echo, sir.  

Q You never  g o t  t o  know Alpha and Bravo? 

A. No. I w a s  on ly  t h e r e  f o r  about  3 weeks. 

Q While you were t h e r e ,  d i d  you g e t  t o  see t h e  
men o f  t h e  company very  o f t e n ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  they  were i n  t h e  r e a r  t w i c e  wh i l e  I 
was t h e r e .  

Q For  a day o r  2 standdown? 

A. Yes. They would come i n  f o r  a day and have t o  
go o u t  aga in .  

Q Did they  t e l l  any b i g  w a r  s t o r i e s ?  
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A. Not r e a l l y .  The f i r s t  day I was t h e r e ,  t hey  
were t e l l i n g  a few war s t o r i e s  and I t h i n k  they  were t r y i n g  
t o  s c a r e  t h e  new r e c r u i t s  t h a t  were coming i n .  

Q Was any one company given c r e d i t  f o r  be ing  
more f i g h t e r s  t han  anyone e l s e ?  

A. No, s i r ,  n o t  i n  t h e  b r igade .  

Q I n  t h e  b a t t a l i o n ?  

A. Not i n  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  t h a t  I can r e c a l l .  They 
t a l k e d  about  C h a r l i e  Company a s  be ing  a good company. 

Q But t hey  d i d n ' t  t a l k  about Alpha Company be ing  
r e a l  h o t ?  T i g e r s ?  

A. No, sir.  Not wh i l e  I w a s  t h e r e .  

MR MACCRATE: You're t a l k i n g  abou t  t h e s e  companies i n  t h e  3/1? 

A. Yes, sir.  

Q While you w e r e  a t  Duc Pho, d i d  you e v e r  h e a r  
any rumors t h a t  any th ing  unusual  had gone on i n  Son My 
v i l l a g e  i n  t h e  e a s t e r n  end of  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t ,  i n  t h e  
cou r se  of  o p e r a t i o n s  t h e r e  by Task Force  Barker ,  in..March 
19.68? 

A. No, s i r .  I d i d n ' t .  I heard .Task  Force  Barker  
mentioned as a good o p e r a t i o n .  T h a t l s . a l l  I e v e r  hea rd  
mentioned o f  it. I heard  t h a t  from a k i d  t h a t  I was working 
w i t h  i n  t h e  headqua r t e r s  s e c t i o n .  

Q. Did you e v e r  h e a r  any rumors t h a t  w e r e  c r i t i c a l  
t o  t h e i r  o p e r a t i o n s ;  t h e  way they  c a r r i e d  on o r  t h e  way 
they  were t u r n i n g  i n  i n f l a t e d  body counts  o r  any th ing  l i k e  
t h a t ?  

A. No, sir.  

Q D i d  you e v e r  h e a r  anyth ing  about  a c o n f r o n t a t i o n  
between a h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t  and ground t r o o p s  of  Task Force  
Barker  i n  which t h e  guns o f  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r s  were t u rned  
on t h e  f r i e n d l i e s ?  
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A. No, s i r .  

Q Did you eve r  h e a r  about  t h e  i n d i s c r i m i n a t e  
k i l l i n g  of women and c h i l d r e n  and such sugges t ions  about  
any o p e r a t i o n  i n  Task Force Barker?  

A. No, s ir .  While I was t h e r e  everyone seemed 
a g a i n s t  it, doing  anyth ing  l i k e  t h a t .  They would g e t  ex-
t remely  angry i f  a company s h o t  a POW o r  something. They 
would send them o u t  on a s p e c i f i c  miss ion j u s t  t o  g e t  POW'S 
and t h a t ' s  what they  wanted. 

COL ARMSTRONG: What was your  r e a c t i o n  when t h i s  broke 
i n  t h e  news? 

A. I w a s  extremely s u r p r i s e d .  I f i r s t  looked a t  t h e  
area they  mentioned o f  Quang Ngai and they  s a i d  t h e  11 th  
Br igade ' and  it r e a l l y  h i t ,  because I never  hea rd  a t h i n g  
about  it b e f o r e .  I was r e a l  s u r p r i s e d .  

Q T h a t ' s  j u s t  t h e  p o i n t .  You a r r i v e d  t h e r e  i n  
t h e  b r i g a d e  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h i s  occu r red  o r  supposedly 
occu r red ,  and were t h e  men i n  t h e  b r i g a d e  t h e  k ind  o f  men 
t h a t  would do t h i s  s o r t  o f  t h i n g ?  I mean does t h a t  s u r p r i s e  
you a t  a l l  from t h a t  s t a n d p o i n t ?  

A. The r e p o r t  extremely s u r p r i s e d  me because I 
t a l k e d  t o  most of  t h e  commanders, due t o  t h e  p o s i t i o n  I 
was i n .  I t  r e a l l y  s t r u c k  me because i t  d i d n ' t  seem l i k e  
any o f  them would do t h a t .  It r e a l l y  s u r p r i s e d  me because 
I never  expec ted  t h a t .  They seemed l i k e  t hey  were t h e r e  
because t h e y  had t o  be  t h e r e  and would never  j u s t  t h i n k  
o f  doing any th ing  l i k e  t h a t .  

Q Did you e v e r  h e a r  of  any c o u r t - m a r t i a l s  h e l d  
on men f o r  r a p i n g  o r  murder? 

A. No, sir. 

Q .  You never  hea rd  of  any i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  o f  such 
cr imes b e i n g  committed? 

A. NO,  s ir .  I never  hea rd  o f  any i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  
o f  t h a t  type .  
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Q I ' m  n o t  j u s t  t a l k i n g  about  t h e  b r i g a d e .  I ' m  
t a l k i n g  about  th roughout  t h e  d i v i s i o n .  

A .  No, sir.  I never  h e a r d  about  any be ing  h e l d .  
There might have been some, b u t  I never  h e a r d  of any.  I 
never  had any in fo rma t ion  on them. 

MR MACCRATE: M r .  STROP, w e  have shown you v a r i o u s  t h i n g s  
today t o  which you appear  t o  have been i n  c l o s e  prox imi ty  
b u t  perhaps  never  have seen .  I f  i n  any way it shou ld  re-
f r e s h  your  r e c o l l e c t i o n  about  something t h a t  you hea rd  o r  
s a w  and t h a t  you had long  s i n c e  f o r g o t t e n  abou t ,  w e  would 
q ~ r t a i n l ya p p r e c i a t e  your  l e t t i n g  us know. I f  you have 
apy documents o r  o t h e r  materials t h a t  could shed any l i g h t  
gn what w e  are p u t t i n g  t o g e t h e r  h e r e ,  a s  you can s e e  around 
YOU, w e  have assembled a g r e a t  d e a l  of  documents and have a 
p r e t t y  good i d e a  o f  what went on. The i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was 
made and r e p o r t s  on t h a t  and t h e  review o f  it. W e  a r e  
t r y i n g  t o  f i l l  o u t  l i t t l e  p i e c e s  h e r e  and t h e r e .  I f  you 
do have any th ing  t h a t  you f e e l  could h e l p  us i n  t h a t  r e s p e c t  a"] 
w e  would a p p r e c i a t e  it i f  you would b r i n g  it t o  o u r  a t t e n t i o n .  c.3 

" 
C .IDo you have any q u e s t i o n s  you would l i k e  t o  a sk  o f  us o r  

any s t a t e m e n t  you would l i k e  t o  make f o r  t h e  r eco rd .  
-3-

( 

A.  No, s ir .  I have no q u e s t i o n s  f o r  you. I f  I B.1 
would have seen  t h e s e  documents and t h e  My L a i  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
coming up it wouldn ' t  have s u r p r i s e d  m e  a b i t .  Nobody e v e r  
mentioned i t  i n  t h e  s e c t i o n  eve r .  I never  even h e a r d  of  it 
be fo re .  I f  t h e  whole t h i n g  took p l a c e  it must have been 
an awful hush-up d e a l ,  because I a r r i v e d  i n  t h e  b r i g a d e  
about  t h a t  t i m e  and i n  t h e  s e c t i o n  s h o r t l y  i n  t h e  end o f  
A p r i l  and I s t a r t e d  t y p i n g  t h i n g s  r i g h t  away and I never  
saw any o f  them. 

Q W e  a p p r e c i a t e  your  coming i n  very  much, M r .  
STROP. I n  t h e  c a s e  o f  m i l i t a r y  w i tnes ses  they  a r e  d i r e c t e d  
n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  t h e i r  t es t imony b e f o r e  t h i s  i n q u i r y ,  e i t h e r  
w i t h  o t h e r  w i t n e s s e s  o r  w i t h  anyone e l s e .  I n  your  c a s e ,  
as a c i v i l i a n ,  w e  would r e q u e s t  you t o  t r e a t  t h i s  a s  a 
c o n f i d e n t i a l  m a t t e r  a s  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i s  be ing  con-
ducted.  W e  p a r t i c u l a r l y  a r e  anxious t o  g e t  t h e  views and 
t h e  r e c o l l e c t i o n s  o f  i n d i v i d u a l s  une f f ec t ed  by an exchange 
o f  i n fo rma t ion  between them s o  t h a t  w e  r e a l l y  can g e t  t o  
t h e  bottom o f  t h i s  and know what went on,  s o  w e  would r e -
q u e s t  you t o  r e s p e c t  t h e  c o n f i d e n t i a l i t y .  There  i s  a 
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p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  you might be  c a l l e d  b e f o r e  a m i l i t a r y  
t r i b u n a l  o r  an a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  o r  l e g i s l a t i v e  body such a s  
t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  subcommittee o f  t h e  House Armed S e r v i c e s  
Committee. I n  t h a t  even t  o u r  r e q u e s t  t h a t  you t r ~ a t  t h e s e  
m a t t e r s  i n  conf idence  would, o f  cou r se  n o t  be a p p l i c a b l e ,  
b u t  I do n o t  a n t i c i p a t e  t h a t  you w i l l  be  s o  c a l l e d  from 
your  p a r t i c u l a r  vantage p o i n t  and your  acqua in tance  wi th  
m a t t e r s ,  b u t  I j u s t  s ay  t h a t  t o  make c l e a r  what o u r  r e -
q u e s t  i s  of you. 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

MR MACCRATE: W e  w i l l  recess a t  t h i s  t i m e .  

(The h e a r i n g  r eces sed  a t  1705 h o u r s ,  5 Febru-
a r y  1970.) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: VEATCH, John B.  MAJ 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 23 January 1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 1 6  MARCH 1968: Company Commander, 
A/4/21, l l t h  Brigade S4, 25 June 1968 - 6 November 1968, 
l l t h  Brigade S2, 6 November 1968 - March 1969. 

1. KNOWLEDGE OF THE OPERATION. 

VEATCH never  saw HENDERSON'S r e p o r t  o r  i t s  i n c l o s u r e s  
( E x h i b i t  R-5) o r  EODRIGUEZ I s  r e p o r t  ( E x h i b i t  M-30) (pgs.  5 ,  
6 ) .  Although he  worked c l o s e l y  w i t h  Major PHO, he never  
saw t h e  VC propaganda l e a f l e t ,  and he  never  hea rd  anything 
about  t h e  unnecessary k i l l i n g  o f  c i v i l i a n s  i n  mid-March 
(pgs.  6 ,  11, 1 2 ,  1 4 ) .  He never  hea rd  o f  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
conducted by e i t h e r  b r i g a d e ,  d i v i s i o n ,  GVN o r  ARVN i n t o  
a c t i v i t i e s  i n  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  a r e a  (pg. 1 3 ) .  H e  heard  a 
rumor about  400 t o  800 Vietnamese be ing  kidnapped by t h e  VC 
a t  t h e  end o f  March n o r t h  of Quang Ngai C i t y ,  but t h e r e  
w a s  no formal  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  (pgs. 1 3 ,  1 4 )  . H e  d i d  n o t  
h e a r  about  70 t o  80 women and c h i l d r e n  be ing  k i l l e d  by t h e  
VC on H i l l  85 i n  mid 1968 (pg. 1 4 )  . 
2 .  FILING PROCEDURES. 

When h e  was S2, VEATCH had a SP5 who had a complete l i s t  
o f  what w a s  ou tgo ing  (pg. 9 ) .  There were no documents i n  
t h e  f i l e  which he  had t o  check o r  s i g n  f o r  (pg. 9 ) .  I tems 
n o t  i n  t h e  l o g  d i d  n o t  have t o  be i n v e n t o r i e d  (pg. 9 ) .  
H i s  s e c t i o n  logged i n  c o n f i d e n t i a l  documents and had t o  
s i g n  a r e c e i p t  f o r  them (pg.  1 0 )  . H e  would n o t  have had 
t o  check something marked p e r s o n a l  which was n o t  e n t e r e d  i n t o  
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t h e  l o g  and which had no c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  (pg. 9 ) .  The w i t n e s s  
never  saw a f i l e  i n  the S2 s a f e  which con ta ined  t h e  p e r s o n a l  
papers  of Colonel  HENDERSON (pg. 4 ) .  The f i l e s  were c l e a r e d  
of i t ems .which  w e r e  no longe r  o f  i n t e l l i g e n c e  va lue  w h i l e  
h e  was S 2 ,  b u t  no documents were r e t i r e d  (pgs .  1 0 ,  11). 
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NO'.I1l: S PAGES --- - - . - .----. -. 
d i t n e s s  had never  

RQRZGU..Zl_-_sLatement s-e e_r?befccs-,_--
'arbon copy of  HENDERSON ;Witnesshad never  

seen  b e f o r e .  --A!4. April.-regor-t .. . --..-. -.... ..-
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(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1800 hour s ,  2 3  January 
1970 .) 

10: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come -Lo o r d e r .  

RCDR : The fo l lowing  persons  a r e  p r e s e n t :  LTG PEERS, 
MR MACCRkTE, COL -STRONG and M A J  LYNN. 

S i r ,  t h e  nex t  w i t n e s s  i s  Major VEATCH. 

(MAJ VEATCH w a s  c a l l e d  a s  a  w i t n e s s ,  was sworn, 
and t e s t i f i e d  as fol lows : )  

Major V M T C H ,  f o r  t h e  r e c o r d ,  w i l l  you p l e a s e  s t a t e  
your  f u l l  name, g rade ,  S o c i a l  S e c u r i t y  number, o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  and 
s t a t i o n ?  

A. M v  name is  John Bean VEATCH, S o c i a l  S e c u r i t y  number 
i s  , Detachment 3 ,  United S t a t e s  Army I n f a n t r y  S c h o o ~ ,  
F o r t  Benning, Georgia.  

10: Major VEATCH, have you had an o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  r ead  
t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  ( E x h i b i t  M-5 7 )  ? 

PA. Y e s ,  s i r ,  I d i d .  

Q b Do you have any q u e s t i o n s  concerning them? 

NO,  s i r ,  I d o n ' t .  

Q On my l e f t  i s  M r .  Robert  MACCRATE, a c i v i l i a n  a t-
t o r n e y ,  who vo lun tee red  h i s  s e r v i c e s  t o  S e c r e t a r y  RESOR t o  as-
s i s t  i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and a l s o  t o  p rov ide  l e g a l  counse l  
t o  me and o t h e r  members of t h i s  i n q u i r y .  On my r i g h t  i s  
Colone l  ARMSTRONG who has  been d e s i g n a t e d  by General  WESTMORELAND, 
the Chief of S t a f f ,  t o  a s s i s t  i n  t h e  conduct  of t h i s  i n v e s t i -
g a t i o n .  Both of t h e s e  gentlemen may ask you q u e s t i o n s  as w e l l  
as myself t h i s  a f t e rnoon .  W e  have o t h e r  groups such a s  t h i s .  
They ' re l i k e w i s e  t a k i n g  tes t imony from o t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l s .  I 
w i l l  have t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  p u l l  the r e p o r t  t o g e t h e r ,  weigh 
t h e  ev idence ,  and make t h e  f i n d i n g s '  and recommendations. A s  
a m i l i t a r y  o f f i c e r  you a r e  o rde red  n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  your  t e s -
timony i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  w i t h  o t h e r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  those  
who may appear  b e f o r e  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  a s  w i t n e s s e s ,  excep t  
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a s  it may be neces sa ry  i n  t h e  performanace of  o f f i c i a l  du ty  
o r  as you may be  r e q u i r e d  t o  do s o  b e f o r e  a competent admin-
i s t r a t i v e ,  j u d i c i a l ,  o r  l e g i s l a t i v e  body. I mention t h i s  l a s t  
one; I d o n ' t  t h i n k  it w i l l  come about .  But i n  t h e  e v e n t  t h a t  
you a r e  r e q u i r e d  t o  t e s t i f y  b e f o r e  one of t h e  committees of 
Congress and more s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i v e  subcommittee 
of  t h e  House Armed S e r v i c e s  Committee, your  tes t imony h e r e  
would i n  no way p rec lude  your  t e s t i f y i n g  b e f o r e  such a body. 
To my knowledge you have n o t  been c i t e d  o r  cau t ioned  by t h e  
m i l i t a r y  judge i n  t h e  g e n e r a l  c o u r t - m a r t i a l  c a s e  o f  t h e  
Uni ted S t a t e s  v. Ca l l ey .  Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

T h a t ' s  c o r r e c t ,  s ir .  

Q I do n o t  t h i n k  you w i l l  b e ,  from what I know of 
your  s e r v i c e .  But I would say  t h a t  i n  t h e  e v e n t  you a r e  
c a l l e d ,  your  appearance h e r e  and your tes t imony h e r e  would 
i n  no way change t h e  a p p l i c a b i l i t y  of  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  by 
t h a t  judge o r  by any of t h e  o t h e r  judges of any of t h e  
o t h e r  g e n e r a l  c o u r t - m a r t i a l  ca se s  which may e v e n t u a t e  from 
t h e  My L a i  i n c i d e n t .  

Q. Do you have any q u e s t i o n s  a t  t h i s  t ime?  

A. No, s ir .  I d o n ' t .  

Q Major WATCH,  would you i n d i c a t e  what your  duty  
w a s  w i t h  t h e  Americal  D iv i s ion?  

A. S i r ,  I jo ined  t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade which became a p a r t  
o f  t h e  Americal  D iv i s ion ,  on o r  about November 1967, i n  Hawaii,  
Schof i e l d  Bar racks ,  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  of t h e  4th B a t t a l i o n  
of t h e  2 1 s t  I n f a n t r y .  The advance p a r t y  of t h e  l l t h  Br igade ,  
l e f t  Hawaii i n  December and o u r  b a t t a l i o n  jo ined  t h e  r e s t  of  
t h e  l l t h  Br igade  i n  Vietnam on o r  about  t h e  l a s t  day of March, 
because we j u s t  b a r e l y  q u a l i f i e d  t o  g e t  combat pay f o r  t h a t  
month. 

Q March, 1968? 

A. Yes, sir.  The 3 1 s t  I b e l i e v e .  

Q e  What was your  job? 

A. A t  t h a t  t ime I was a r i f l e  company commander of 
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A/4 /21 ,  and had been th.e e n t i r e  time I was with t h e  11th  
~ r i b a d k .  On o r  about t h e  17 th  of June I was promoted t o  t h e  
s r a d e  of major; and some 7 days l a t e r ,  I l e f t  my r i f l e  company 
having j u s t - b e e n  informed t h a t  I had been promoted, and as-
sumed d u t i e s  as br igade  S-4, 11 th  Brigade. 

Q a Brigade S4? 

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q. That  w a s  when? 

A. That  w a s  on o r  about the  25th of June ,  1968, s i r .  

Q I see .  

A. The l a t t e r  p a r t  of October 1968, I went on R&R. 
Upon my r e t u r n ,  which I knew befo re  hand, I became t h e  b r igade  
S2. That was about t h e  6 th  of November. 

Q. Yes. 

A. And I s t ayed  t h e  br igade  S 2  u n t i l  I depar ted  t h a t  
l o c a t i o n  i n  March of 1959. 

Q .  You were the  br igade  S 2  about 4 months? Is t h a t  
c o r r e c t ?  

A. That  is c o r r e c t ,  s i r .  

Q - Now, t h i s  i s  t h e  per iod  w e  would l i k e  t o  d iscuss .  
We're i n t e r e s t e d  i n  some of the  papers t h a t  may have been i n  
the S2 s e c t i o n ,  how they were handled, and your knowledge of 
them. We have followed through on t h i s .  M r .  MACCRATE, on 
my l e f t ,  has followed these  documents f a i r l y  c l o s e l y  and I 
would p r e f e r  t o  have him ques t ion  you on them. 

A. Yes, s ir .  

MR MACCRATE: Did you, in t he  S2  s e c t i o n  of the  b r igade ,  hae 
one o r  more s a f e s ?  
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A. S i r ,  I r e a l l y  have t o  search  my memory he re .  
I f  you can g ive  me a minute, sir..., 

Q e  T h a t ' s  what I ' d  l i k e  you t o  do. 

A. I r e a l l y  have t o  search back, too ,  t o  remember about 
the  S 2  o f f i c e .  I f  I might exp la in ,  I funct ioned wi th  t h e  br igade  
commander, then  Colonel, now General DONALDSON. I s p e n t  t h e  
major i ty  of hy t ime with him although I d i d  have t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  
and I d i d  inventory each i t e m  t h e r e ,  the  documents, e t  c e t e r a .  
That ' s  why I had t o  take  a  few minutes t o  s t o p  and th ink  about 
t h a t .  I n  the  terms of a f i e l d  s a f e ,  we d i d  n o t  have a f i e l d  
s a f e .  I n  t h e  terms of t h e  o f f i ce - type  s a f e ,  which I c a n ' t  re -
member t h e  e x a c t  k ind ,  i t  was one of the  more modern ones wi th  
t h e  d i a l  and tumblers on it, a t  l e a s t  one. A doorway i s  h e r e ,  
I b e l i e v e  t h e r e  was two i n  t h e  S 2  shop, and I b e l i e v e  t h e r e  
was one i n  t h e  S3  shop, sir.  I d o n ' t  homestly remember. I 
s a i d  b e l i e v e  because I d o n ' t  remember. 

P'
t" 

Q- Do you remember any f i l e s  l a b l e d  "Secur i ty  C l a s s i f i e d  C 
System F i l e s  "? id' 

A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  remember t h a t  f i l e ,  %< 

I s u r e  don ' t .  T 

Q - You remember any envelope t h a t  you might have seen 
i n  the  S2  s a f e  t h a t  ind ica ted  t h a t  the  papers were t h e  
personal  papers of Colonel HENDERSON? 

A. No, s i r ,  I s u r e  don ' t .  The only documents t h a t  I 
know of i n  t h a t  s a f e  were taken ou t  of t h e r e  when I inventor ied .  
To t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge, t h e r e  were no personal  documents 
i n  t h e r e  of any kind. I went through a l l  t h e  For O f f i c i a l  Use 
Only ones,  e t  c e t e r a ,  i n  t h a t  s a f e  and I know t h e r e  were no such 
documents. 

Q When you made an inventory,  was t h i s  a w r i t t e n  in-
ventory? 

A. Yes, s i r ,  i t ' s  on a  s tandard  form. 
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You have a l i s t  of  a l l  documents s igned  f o r  by 
h i g h e r  headqua r t e r s .  You go down and checlc each one of  
them o f f  t o  make s u r e  you do have them and account  f o r  a l l  
of your  documents. 

Q Well, l e t  me show you a document t h a t  had been 
found i n  t h e  S2  s a f e  a t  t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade.  This  i s  t h e  doc-
ument t h a t  we a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  f i n d i n g  o u t  a l i t t l e  about .  
It has  been marked E x h i b i t  R-5.  Here a r e  t h e  a c t u a l  f i v e  
s h e e t s  of  paper  a s  it came o u t  of t h e  S2 s a f e .  

(10 hands document t o  w i t n e s s . )  

Do you e v e r  remember s e e i n g  t h a t  document be fo re?  

(Witness examines document.) 

A. S i r ,  t o  t h e  b e s t  of my knowledqe I have never  
seen  it b e f o r e .  That  s p e c i f i c  one. hat's n o t  t o  say it 
d i d n ' t  a t  some t ime g e t  passed through my box, b u t  I have 
never  seen  it t o  t h e  b e s t  0.f my knowledge. 

Q I ' d  l i k e  f o r  you t o  pause f o r  a minute and t a k e  
a good loolc a t  t h e  document. The f i r s t  two pages a r e  a 

. r e p o r t ,  a carbon copy of  a r e p o r t .  Then y c u ' l l  s e e  t h a t  
t h e r e  a r e  two i n c l o s u r e s .  The second i n c l o s u r e  seems t o  
have been a t t a c h e d  f i r s t ,  o r  what i s  noted  a s  t h e  second 
i n c l o s u r e ,  and t h e n  t h e  f i r s t  i n c l o s u r e .  

Y e s .  

Q. I'd l i k e  you t o  look c a r e f u l l y  a t  each of t h e  
a t tachments  a s  w e l l  as t h e  cover ing  two-page r e p o r t  and 
s e a r c h  your  mind a s  t o  whether you e v e r  saw any copies  of 
any of t h e  t h r e e  papers :  t h e  cove r ing  r e p o r t ,  o r  e i t h e r  
of t h e  two i n c l o s u r e s ?  

A. Th is  d o e s n ' t  have a f i l e  o r  number on it, which 
i s  t h e  on ly  t h i n g  t h a t  p e r t u r b s  me, I had a very consc i en t ious  
c l e r k  i n  t h e r e .  I f  my memory s e r v e s  m e  c o r r e c t ,  he had a 
number on every  one o f  t h e s e  documents t h a t  were i n  t h a t  
s a f e .  

Q W i l l  you r ead  i t  p l e a s e ?  
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A. I w i l l  r e a d  t h e  document, b u t  I ' m  s u r e  I d o n ' t  
remember it. 

(Witness does a s  r eques t ed . )  

Q While y o u ' r e  looking  a t  t h e  document i n d i c a t e d  as 
i n c l o s u r e  1, I ' d  l i k e  you t o  look a t  ano the r  .copy of t h e  same 
s t a t e m e n t  which has  been marked M-30 and ex tend  my q u e s t i o n  
t o  cover  t h a t ,  whether  you 've  s een  a copy of i t ?  

A. T h i s  one o v e r  h e r e ,  s i r ?  The same t h i n g ,  s i r ?  

Q Yes, i t ' s  a c l e a r e r  copy. 

( I 0  hands document t o  w i tnes s .  ) 

(Witness examines document. ) 

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q And t h e  q u e s t i o n  was, do you e v e r  r e c a l l  s e e i n g  
either of t h o s e  two documents? 

A. S i r ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  s e e i n g  any of t h e  documents I 
have b e f o r e  me. The  ones on t h e  propaganda from t h e  VC, I have 
seen  s i m i l a r  ones .  I d o n ' t  know i f  they were^ t h e  same ones 
as  t h i s  one o r  n o t ,  b u t  I ' v e  s een  t h o s e  on my f i r s t  t o u r  i n  
1964. 

Q W e l l ,  I ' d  l i k e  you t o  look a t  t h e  second page of 
t h a t  propaganda. The f i r s t  page i s  r a t h e r  g e n e r a l ,  b u t  y o u ' l l  
n o t i c e  t h a t  t h e  second paragraph a t  t h e  t o p  of  t h e  second . 

page i s  of g r e a t e r  s p e c i f i c i t y .  

A .  Yes, s ir .  

Q Do you have a r e c o l l e c t i o n  of a document c o n t a i n i n g
t h a t  infoxmation? 

A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t  know why I would. With a l l  t h e  
myriad of r e p o r t s  t h a t  could come through,  I wou ldn ' t  be  a b l e  
t o  remember something l i k e  t h a t  un l e s s  it was connected w i t h  
a s p e c i f i c  o p e r a t i o n  t h a t  was s u c c e s s f u l .  
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Q W e  unders tand t h a t .  But I th.0ugh.t t h e r e  migh.t
b e ,  somewhere i n  t h e  S2 m a t e r i a l s  t h a t  you were ~ n v e n t o r y i n g ,  
s e v e r a l  cop ies  of t h e s e  documents we've shown you. The in -
d i c a t i o n s  are they  o r g i n a t e d  i n  t h e  11 th  Brigade and t h a t  
t h e r e  was more than  one copy of t h e  document a t  an e a r l i e r  
t i m e .  

A. This  might be ,  I don' t remember. 

Q What w e  a r e  a t t empt ing  t o  do is  t o  l o c a t e  t h e  
va r ious  cop ie s .  And what we ' r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  i s  any in -
format ion  you might have as t o  t h e  cop ie s  of t h e  documents. 

A. S i r ,  I have no in format ion .  A s  I s a i d ,  I ' m  n o t  
even s u r e  of how many s a f e s  were i n  t h e r e ,  and I ' m  n o t  t o o  
s u r e  a t  t h i s  moment. I c a n ' t  remember the e x a c t  f i l i n g  systems 
t h a t  we used,  because I h o n e s t l y  d o n ' t  remember. I was 
more concerned w i t h  t h e  p r a c t i c a l  a s p e c t s  of my job as 
opposed t o  t h i s ,  and I concen t r a t ed  on b e i n g  w i t h  t h e  
b r i g a d e  commander. 

Q W e  unders tand  t h a t .  You had an ou tgo ing  
o p e r a t i o n .  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q Who w a s  t h e  ch i e f  e n l i s t e d  person  t h a t  you
r e l i e d  upon f o r  the c o n t r o l  of t h e  f i l e s ?  

A. A master s e r g e a n t ,  E-8, w i th  a German name who 
j u s t  came back from Germany. Ile g o t  an award from General  
KOSTER o v e r  t h e r e .  I c a n ' t  remember h i s  name r i g h t  now. 
H e  g o t  t h e r e  e i t h e r  s h o r t l y  b e f o r e  o r  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  I d i d .  
I t h i n k  it was s h o r t l y  a f t e r  I g o t  t h e r e .  I n  f a c t  it was 
a f t e rward .  There was an o v e r l a p ,  t h e  o l d  one w a s  l e a v i n g  
and t h e  new one was coming i n .  Both were s e n i o r  N C O ' s  . 
Lieu tenan t  MCNAIR was my S2 a i r  and I had a J A G  o f f i c e r  
who was my a s s i s t a n t  S2 .  Offhand, I c a n ' t  remember h i s  
name r i g h t  now. 

10: Go back and s i t  i n  your  desk t h e r e  a t  t h e  11 th  
Br igade ,  will you f o r  j u s t  a minute? 

A. Yes, s ir .  
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Q Do you have a f i e l d  s a f e  s i t t i n g  r i g h t  b e s i d e  you? 

A. No, s ir .  

Q e  Sure ,  You have a f i e l d  s a f e  i n  your  o f f i c e .  

A. Well ,  I could draw a diagram, s i r .  

Q. No, I d o n ' t  need a diagram. I j u s t  asked you t o  
v i s u a l i z e  your  own of  f i c e .  Do you know what a f i e l d  s a f e  looks  
l i l c  e ? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  I know what f i e l d  s a f e  looks  l i k e .  

Q And whether  t h e r e  was one i n  your  o f f i c e  o r  one 
i n  t h e  immediate proximity?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  There was one between t h e  a s s i s t a n t  
S2 and my S 2  a i r  and it had no c l a s s i f i e d  m a t e r i a l  i n  it. 
The lock was broken on it i f  I remember r i g h t .  I h o n e s t l y  
d o n ' t  remember, s i r .  I seem t o  remember one, b u t  I ' m  n o t  
s u r e .  

&. Did you go through t h e  f i l e s  y o u r s e l f ?  O r  d i d  
you j u s t  have them s t a c k e d  up s o  you could j u s t  check through 
them? O r  d i d  you have somebody e l s e  go through them? 

A. I had t h e  E-8, b u t  I had a SP5 who had t h e  complete 
l i s t  of what w e  had outgoing.  Major SCHLEICHER ch'ecked them 
over  and I checked them over ;  n o t  j o i n t l y ,  b u t  w e  checked 
them o v e r ,  s i r .  

Q- Was t h a t  when you were t a k i n g  over?  

A. Yes, s i r ,  from Major SCHLEICHER. 

& Yes. And who r ep l aced  you? 

A. Major COX,  

Q Major COX, a l l  r i g h t .  

MR MACCRATE: Who preceded you? 

(VEATCH) APP T-218 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR O F F I C I A L  USE ONLY 

A. Major SCHLEICHER, sir.  

10: And when you turned  it over  t o  MajorCOX, d id  
you do the same th ing?  

A. Yes, s i r .  We d id  n o t  have t h e  inventory done a t  
exac t ly  t h e  same time. Our d u t i e s  precluded it ,  b u t  we were 
r equ i red  t o  s i g n  by regu la t ions .  

Q What d i d  you have t o  check i n  your f i l e s  a s  f a r  
as s ign ing  and r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  Did you go down through 
"For O f f i c i a l  Use Only," o r  d i d  you j u s t  have documents t h a t  
you had t o  check? 

A. We d i d n ' t  have any, s i r .  

Q Yes. 

A. We had documents from d i v i s i o n ,  except  i f  it was a 
c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  on our  p a r t  somebody had put  i n  f o r  some reason 
i t  might n o t  be i n  t h a t  f i l e  o r  i n  t h a t  log.  

Q - Yes. 

A. I f  it wasn ' t  put  on by t h e  S2.  

Q I f  it wasn ' t  i n  the log ,  then  it wouldn ' t  be in-
ven to r i ed  then ,  would i t ?  

A. No, s ir .  I t  would not .  

Q. Something t h a t  was put  i n  a s a f e  i n  a envelope 
marked personal  with no c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  on it t h a t  wasn ' t  
en te red  i n t o  t h e  log ,  would you check t h a t ?  

A. No, s i r .  I t  should have n o t  been i n  a locked 
s a f e ,  s o  I say it might have been i n  those  two back t h e r e  
i n  the back. They were i n  t h a t  o f f i c e ,  l a r g e  o f f i ce - types .  

Q - '  Yes. 

A. But I ' m  as  s u r e  as I can be t h a t  i t  w a s n ' t  i n  t h a t  
one, t h e  one wi th  t h e  lock. 
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Q Did you l o g  i n  c o n f i d e n t i a l  documents? 

A. Did I p e r s o n a l l y ?  No, s i r .  

Q =  No. Did your  s e c t i o n  l o g  i n  c o n f i d e n t i a l  documents? 

A. Yes, s i r .  They had t o  s i g n  a r e c e i p t  f o r  the 
t h i n g ;  g e t  a p ink s l i p .  

Q. C o n f i d e n t i a l ?  

A. I seem t o  remember, s i r .  I can remember t h e  
pink s l i p s  and t h e  documents coming i n .  

Q.  W e l l ,  t h i s  v a r i e d  from headqua r t e r s  t o  head-
q u a r t e r s ,  b u t  most g e n e r a l l y  a r e c e i p t  was n o t  r e q u i r e d  
un le s s  t h e r e  was something s p e c i a l  about t h e  document. 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  The OPLANS, the  cont ingency p l a n s ,  
they w e r e n ' t  c l a s s i f i e d .  Some of  them were,  now; some 
of  them weren '  t. But f o r  t h e  va r ious  S p e c i a l  Forces  
camps, t h o s e  were a l l  c l a s s i f i e d ,  you know. Y e s ,  s i r ,  w e  
d i d  s i g n  f o r  them f o x  they were numbered. 

Q - When you were t h e  S2, d i d  you e v e r  have a 
c l e a r i n g  of t h e  f i l e s ,  where you des t royed  documents? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  W e  d i d .  

Q And d i d  you re t i re  any documents a t  t h a t  t ime? 

A. To my knowledge t h e r e  w e r e  no documents r e t i r e d .  
No, s i r .  

Q - Do you know how t o  r e t i r e  documents? 

A. They have t o  go back up i n t o  f i l i n g .  They go 
up the  channel  i f  I remember c o r r e c t l y ,  s i r ;  and they end 
up be ing  f i l e d  f o r  permanent r eco rd  i f  they  a r e  r e t i r e d .  

Q Y e s .  

A. They a r e  n o t  des t royed .  

Q A s  t h e  G2, how would you r e t i r e  documents? 
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A. I d o n ' t  know, s i r .  I h a v e n ' t  r e a d  t h e  r e g u l a t i o n .  

Q You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  hav ing  done t h i s  a l though  you
might n o t  know i f  it were done. I f  it were handl2d through 
t h e  S1, who was t h e  c e n t r a l  r e p o s i t o r y  f o r  t h e  b r i g a d e ,  would 
you assemble t h e s e  documents t o  r e t i r e  them and perhaps  send 
them back d i r e c t  o r  send them t o  d i v i s i o n ?  

A. To my knowledge, s i r ,  I d i d  n o t  know, a t  t h i s  p o i n t  
of t h e  game, t h e  procedures;  and I d i d  n o t  know o f  any be ing  
r e t i r e d .  

Q How g r e a t  a c o n f l a g r a t i o n  d i d  t h e  c l e a n i n g  of t h e  
f i l e s  t o  burn t h e  ex t raneous  m a t e r i a l  c r e a t e ?  How good a 
c l e a n i n g  was t h a t ?  

A. I t  was t h e  t h i n g s  which were no l o n g e r  of i n t e l -
l i g e n c e  v a l u e ,  t h o s e  I r e a d ,  The a s s i s t a n t  S2 went through 
and weeded o u t  what he  thought  was no longe r  a p p l i c a b l e ,  and 
then  he would t a k e  them 4 o r  5 hours  t o  doublecheck through 
t o  make s u r e  t h e r e  was no th ing  of  va lue  t o  a s u c c e s s o r .  
My p redeces so r  d i d  t h e  same t h i n g  f o r  me when I came i n .  

Q I t  was c leaned  b e f o r e  you g o t  t h e r e  and t h e n  you 
c l eaned  it a g a i n  b e f o r e  you left? -

A. Yes, s i r .  The d e f i n i t i o n  of c l e a n ,  s i r ;  you 
have documents t h a t  a r e  no longe r  needed s o  you g e t  r i d  of 
them. 

Q I unders tand.  I know t h a t  you have documents t h a t  
you s i g n  f o r ,  and i f  you d i d ,  f o r  example, burn's document 
you 'd  have t o  s i g n  a c e r t i f i c a t e  of d e s t r u c t i o n .  

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q I unders tand a l l  t h e s e  t h i n g s .  

A. Yes, sir.  

Q = While you were i n  t h e  G 2  b u s i n e s s ,  a s  a m a t t e r  of 
f a c t  wh i l e  you were w i t h  t h e  4/21 B a t t a l i o n  d i d  you h e a r  any 
rumors, o r  comments, o r  h e a r  any s t a t emen t s  t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  
t h e r e  had been some unnecessary k i l l i n g  of c i v i l i a n s  a long  
about  t h e  middle of March 1968? 
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A .  No, s i r ,  t h i s  i s  one th ing- - I  s ea rched  back; t h i s  
i s  t h e  on ly  q u e s t i o n  t h a t  I could  conceive could p o s s i b l y  be 
asked of me by t h i s  board when I was coming down h e r e ,  and I 
searched  my memory and I can r e c a l l  no i n s t a n c e .  From t h e  
t ime we g o t  t h e r e ,  I s t a y e d  t h e r e  w i t h  t h e  advanced p a r t y  
w a i t i n g  f o r  ou r  company t o  come i n  f o r  about 10 o r  12 days 
and I d i d  n o t  h e a r  anyth ing  of  t h a t  n a t u r e .  

Q You were t h e r e  t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  of March? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  The l a s t  day of March was when I g o t  
t h e r e .  

Q Yes. You must have been working ~ r e t t yha rd  
t r y i n g  t o  f i g u r e  o u t  where you were going.  Where d i d  your 
b a t t a l i o n  go when they  f i r s t  came i n ?  

A. Went t o  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  h i l l .  They came i n t o  
Chu La i ,  s i r .  

Q Came i n t o  Chu La i?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q Where were t hey  s t a t i o n e d ?  

A W e  were s t a t i o n e d  a t  Duc Pho. They went through 
about a 15-day t r a i n i n g  p e r i o d  a t  Duc Pho b e f o r e  they  e v e r  
l e f t  t h e  a r e a .  

Q Duc Pho? 

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q Did you by chance e v e r  v i s i t  any of t h e  c lubs  down 
t h e r e  f o r  a s p a r e  b e e r  o r  any th ing  l i k e  t h a t ,  g e t  i n t o  any 
conve r sa t ion  and h e a r  anyth ing  about something l i k e  t h i s ?  

A. A t  t h a t  t i m e ,  s i r ,  we d i d n ' t  have any c l u b s .  

Q How about  t h e  174th Avia t ion  Company? How about  
i t s  c lub?  
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A .  S i r ,  I was i~t h e i r  c lub  f o r  a meal a t  noon i s  
the only t i m e  I ever made t h e  174 th ,  s i r .  

Q Y e s .  Did you h e a r  anyth ing  a t  t h a t  noon when you 
were t h e r e ?  

A. Th is  was l a t e r  on, s i r .  I had become t h e  b r igade  
S4.  

Q I s e e .  Did you e v e r ,  through t h e  jungle  o r  t h e  
m i l i t a r y  g rapev ine ,  o r  t h e  bamboo grapevine ,  h e a r  of  an in -
v e s t i g a t i o n  be ing  conducted by b r i g a d e  of something t h a t  
may have t a k e n - p l a c e  up i n  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  a r e a  o r  Son Tinh? 

A. No, s i r .  I d i d  n o t .  

Q - Did you e v e r  h e a r  o f  a d i v i s i o n  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A. No, s i r .  

Q Did you e v e r  h e a r  of  an ARVN i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A. No, s i r .  

Q O r  GVN? 

A. The on ly  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of an i n c i d e n t  of s l a u g h t e r  
of people ,  o r  miss ing  people  was one t h a t  t h e  Americans and 
A R V N ' s  conducted of t h e  VC supposedly kidnapped about  400  t o  
800 of them j u s t  b e f o r e  I l e f t  i n  January and February.  And 
it was j u s t  n o r t h  of Quang Ngai C i t y , . n o r t h  and s l i g h t l y  e a s t  
about  9 c l i c k s  i s  where t hey  were supposedly kidnapped from. 
T h a t ' s  t h e  on ly  one t h a t  I r e a l l y  know of  o t h e r  t h a n  l o c a l  
sma l l  k idnappings .  

Q.  When d i d  t h a t  t a k e  p l ace?  

A. A couple  of months b e f o r e  I l e f t ,  s i r .  I n  t h e  
l a s t  of  1968, b e f o r e  I l e f t .  

Q You l e f t  when? 
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A. I l e f t  Duc Pho on o r  about March 1969. And t h i s  
was j u s t  a rumor, I should say .  I t  w a s n ' t  a  formal  i n v e s t i -
g a t i o n  on ou r  p a r t - There were people  s e n t  down from D i s -
t r i c t ,  U .S. t y p e s ,  and r e p o r t e d l y  t h e r e  were some s e n t  from 
t h e  d i v i s i o n  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  t h a t .  

Q Did you e v e r  h e a r  of  t h e  t o p  of  H i l l  85 ( i n d i c a t i n g  
on l a r g e  w a l l  map) n o r t h e a s t  of  Quang Ngai which was h e l d  by 
an RF Montaqnard company b e i n g  h i t  one n i g h t ?  This would be  
a long i n  about t h e  middle of 1968. And some of t h e  Montagnard 
RF s o l d i e r s  were e i t h e r  abducted o r  murdered and about  70 
o r  maybe 80 women and c h i l d r e n  were taken  a long  w i t h  them 
perhaps abducted o r  murdered? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember t h a t  s p e c i f i c  one. NO,  s i r .  I 
r e a l l y  don 't . 
Q *  You say  9 c l i c k s  n o r t h e a s t  of Quang Ngai?. 

A .. I t  was up about--

Q ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  This  i s  Highway 521. 

A, I t  was up g e n e r a l l y  i n  t h i s  a r e a ,  s i r  ( i n d i c a t i n g  
a r e a  on map) . 
Q - U p  i n  t h e  nor thwes t  r a t h e r  t h a n  n o r t h e a s t  then?  

A. Yes, sir. I t  w.as nor thwest .  

Q. Y e s .  

A. I t  was on t h i s  s i d e  of  t h e  highway, s i r ,  

Q Y e s .  
-. 

A. I do know t h a t  up i n  t h a t  a r e a  du r ing  t h e  amphibious 
o p e r a t i o n  they  had w i t h  t h e  Marines--but o t h e r  t h a n  t h a t  I know 
of no s p e c i f i c  in format ion  o t h e r  t han  t h a t  I gained from Major 
PHO who was t h e  2d ARVN Div i s ion  G 2 .  I worked very c l o s e l y  wi th  
t h i s  i n d i v i d u a l .  
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Q Did he e v e r  t e l l  you about something happening 
o u t  t h e r e ?  

A. W e l l ,  about something happening o u t  t h e r e ,  y e s ,  
s ir ;  b u t  n o t  about  American t r o o p s .  

Q. Well what d i d  h e  t e l l  you? I t  was n o t  about 
American t r o o p s .  

A. Not American t r o o p s  t h a t  committed an a t r o c i t y  
of any type .  I t  was about  enemy a c t i v i t y ,  38th and 48th 
Local  Force B a t t a l i o n s .  This  was p a r t  of h i s  o v e r a l l  at-
t a c k  du r ing  t h i s  l a s t  T e t ,  no t  t h e  l a s t  T e t  b u t  1969. They 
were supposed t o  be  coming e i t h e r  from t h i s  d i r e c t i o n  o r  
down h e r e ,  over  h e r e  i n  t h e  f l a t l a n d .  I t  was one of t h e  
major a t t a c k s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  from t h i s  way, and they  were 
supposed t o  over run  t h i s  o u t p o s t  you a r e  t a l k i n g  about  
and one of t h e s e  o t h e r s  down h e r e  a t  Nui Thien An. 

Q 8 
Nui Thien An o r  Nui Ngang? Nui Ngang i s  o u t  

on t h e  c o a s t .  

A. Yes, s i r .  I b e l i e v e  it was Nui Thien An. 
This  i s  where t hey  had t h e  r e fugee  camps i f  I remember. 

Q They d i d  have some r e fugee  camps down t h e r e .  

A .  S i r ?  

Q- They did  have some camps t h e r e ?  

A .  Y e s ,  s i r .  T h a t ' s  where t h e  l l t h ,  w e l l  it was 
from t h e  11th--They were from 198th ,  one of t h e  b a t t a l i o n s  

- 4 / 3 ,  had a r e f u g e e  camp down t h e r e .  They were supposed t o  
have run  over  and p o s s i b l y  k i l l e d  some r e fugees  down t h e r e .  

Q W e l l ,  we a p p r e c i a t e  your  coming i n  Major 
VEATCH. Some of t h i s  conceivably may s t a r t  f i t t i n g  i n t o  
p l a c e  based upon what we've t o l d  you h e r e  and what you 've  
s een  he re .  I f  you do have any f u r t h e r  r e c o l l e c t i o n  now 
w i t h  t h i s  a d d i t i o n a l  i n fo rma t ion ,  we 'd  l i k e  you t o  g e t  i n  
touch w i t h  us s o  t h a t  we can t a k e  advantage of t h a t  i n f o r -
mation,  s p e c i f i c a l l y  w i th  r e s p e c t  to,  t h e s e  f i l e s  and t h i n g s  
t h a t  you can remember about  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n .  
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O r  i f  you can t h i n k  of  any documents o r  any th ing  
e l s e  which might be  of a s s i s t a n c e  t o  us i n  c a r r y i n g  o u t  t h e  
purpose of  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  we'd l i k e  t o  know about  t h o s e  
too .  I g i v e  you t h i s  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  ask any q u e s t i o n s  t h a t  
you 'd  l i k e  o r  i f  you 'd  l i k e  t o  make a  s t a t emen t  i n t o  t h e  
record .  

A.  Sir, I have no d e s i r e  t o  make a  s t a t emen t ;  b u t  I 
f e e l  r a t h e r  i g n o r a n t  f o r  n o t  b e i n g  a b l e  t o  remember t h e  f a c t s  
of t h e  q u e s t i o n s  you asked,  b u t  I h o n e s t l y  d o n ' t  remember. 

I 0: This  h e a r i n g  w i l l  r e c e s s  a t  t h i s  t i m e .  

(The h e a r i n g  r eces sed  a t  1831 h o u r s ,  2 3  January 1970 .) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: WADSWORTH, John L. CPT 

DATE O F  TESTIMONY: 22  January 1 9 7 0  

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: A s s i s t a n t  S5, 1 1 t h  
I n f a n t r y  Brigade,  America1 Div i s ion .  

1. llTH BRIGADE S5 SECTION. 

a. Personne l .  

Capta in  WADSWORTH se rved  as t h e  b r i g a d e ' s  a s s i s t a n t  
S5 from December 1967 t o  18  A p r i l  1968. Captain  KESHEL 
w a s  t h e  b r i g a d e  S5 (pg. 3 ) .  Captain  GOUZOULES, t h e  4/3 
S5, had t h e  immediate r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  i n c i d e n t s  occu r r ing  
i n  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  and t h e  Task Force Barker  A0 (pgs.  4 , s ) .  
Colonel  HENDERSON cooperated complete ly  w i th  t h e i r  e f f o r t s .  
T h e i r  o f f i c e  had an o u t s t a n d i n g  working r e l a t i o n  w i t h  
L ieu tenan t  Colonel  BARKER (pg. 2 5 ) .  

b .  Dut ies .  

I f  c i v i l i a n s  were i n j u r e d  by U.S. m i l i t a r y  
o p e r a t i o n s ,  t h e i r  o f f i c e  was n o t i f i e d .  They would then  be 
r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  making s o l a t i u m  payments. GOUZOULES would 
have made t h e  s o l a t i u m  payments f o r  Task Force Barker.  
However, t hey  d i d  n o t  g e t  r e q u e s t s  from Task Force  Barker  
as o f t e n  as from o t h e r  a r e a s  (pg. 2 4 )  . They made a d a i l y  
r e p o r t  t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n  G 5  o f f i c e  headed by L ieu tenan t  
Colonel  ANISTRANSKI, and an o r a l  r e p o r t  t o  t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade 
commander a t  t h e  evening b r i e f i n g .  They worked w i t h  
M r .  Do Dinh LUYEN,the Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  Chief (pg. 4 ) .  

c. Reports .  

KESHEL had t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  logging  and 
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r e p o r t i n g  t h e  PSYWAR o p e r a t i o n s  (pg. 1 8 ) .  While i n  t h e  S5 
o f f i c e ,  t h e  w i t n e s s  r ece ived  no r e p o r t  t h a t  Task Force 
Barker had k i . l l e d  a l a r g e  number o f  c i v i l i a n s ,  no r  d i d  he  
e v e r  h e a r  t h a t  t h e y  des t royed  a g r e a t  d e a l  o f  p r o p e r t y  a t  
P i n k v i l l e  (pgs .  2 6 ,  2 7 ) .  However, GOUZOULES probably would 
n o t  have l e a r n e d  o f  an i n c i d e n t  i f  t h e  ground u n i t  f a i l e d  
t o  r e p o r t  it (pg. .  2 6 ) .  The w i t n e s s  r e l a t e d  a hearsay  
r e p o r t  from KESHEL t h a t  GOUZOULES had complained once o f  
mis t rea tment  of  c i v i l i a n s  t o  a u n i t  commander and was t o l d  t o  
s h u t  up. H e  cou ld  r e c a l l  no o t h e r  d e t a i l s ,  i . e . ,  t i m e ,  p l a c e ,  
o r  persons  (pgs .  2 8 ,  2 9 ) .  H e  never  hea rd  any r e p o r t  from 
t h e  a v i a t o r s  r e g a r d i n g  unnecessary k i l l i n g  by Task Force 
Barker (pg. 34) . The w i t n e s s  never  heard  of any 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  r e l a t e d  t o  Task Force Barker  (pg.  3 5 ) .  
WADSWORTH had no i d e a  o f  t h e  number o f  p sycho log ica l  
o p e r a t i o n s  t h a t  w e r e  conducted by t h e i r  s e c t i o n  which w e r e  
unrepor ted (pg. 4 5 )  . 
2. INQUIRIES CONCERNING THE ASSAULT. 

a. B r i s a d i e r  General  LIPSCOMB. 

WADSWORTH r e c a l l e d  t h e  extremely low weapons t o  
bodies  r a t i o  o f  t h e  Task Force Barker  16 March o p e r a t i o n  
(pg.  5 ) .  B r i g a d i e r  General  LIPSCOMB had been u p s e t  o v e r  
t h i s  t ype  o f  s i t u a t i o n  on a . c e r t a i n  Task Force  Barker  
o p e r a t i o n  (pgs .  5 ,  6)  . However, he  was n o t  s u r e  o f  t h e  
d a t e  of t h a t  i n c i d e n t  (pgs.  7, 8 ,  4 5 ) .  

b.  L i e u t e n a n t  Colonel  ANISTRANSKI. 

The w i t n e s s  r e c a l l e d  an e v e n t  ~ ~ ~ E A N I S T R A N S K I  
was angry a t  KESHEL o v e r  mis t rea tment  of c i v i l i a n s  (pg .32) .  
However, h e  cou ld  n o t  r e l a t e  t h a t  i n c i d e n t  t o  Task Force 
Barker. However, it w a s  d e f i n i t e l y  i n  GOUZOULES' A0 
(pgs.  32, 33) .. 
3 .  CIVIL AFFAIRS OPERATIONS. 

a .  P i n k v i l l e . 
The w i t n e s s  d i d  go i n t o  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  a r e a  one t i m e  

t o  g i v e  a ground b r o a d c a s i .  H i s  ceam was dropped o f f  a f t e r  
a combat a s s a u l t  n e a r  a cemetery.  I t  was a l a r g e  o p e r a t i o n .  
They l e f t  i n  t h e  C&C s h i p  from LZ D o t t i e  (pg. 1 0 ) .  A f t e r  
about two hour s ,  a s o l d i e r  was wounded i n  t h e  neck by a 
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booby t r a p .  The command and c o n t r o l  s h i p  medevac'd him and 
t h e  PSYWAR team was l i f t e d  o u t  w i t h  t h e  wounded i n d i v i d u a l  
(pgs.  8 ,  9 )  . The company CP w a s  l o c a t e d  n e x t  t o  a church 
(pg. 15)  . The d a t e  o f  t h i s  ground b r o a d c a s t  should  be  
r e p o r t e d  i n  t h e  b r i g a d e  S5 l o g  (pgs.  1 0 ,  11). WADSWORTH 
was s u r e  t h a t  n e i t h e r  Captain  MEDINA no r  Capta in  MICHLES Was 
t h e  ground commander t h a t  day  (pgs . 11, 1 2 ,  19, 3 0 )  . How-
e v e r ,  he  w a s  s u r e  h e  was w i t h  a Task Force Barker  u n i t  
(pg. 2 0 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  see anyth ing  of  any s i g n i f i c a n c e  wh i l e  
on t h e  ground (pg. 21) . 

b. Broadcas t s  and l e a f l e t s .  

There w e r e  numerous b roadcas t s  made a d v i s i n g  t h e  
Vietnamese t o  l e a v e  c e r t a i n  a r e a s ,  b u t  he  d i d  n o t  know i f  
t hey  w e r e  made a t  P i n k v i l l e .  H e  w a s  f a i r l y  c e r t a i n  l e a f -
le ts  a d v i s i n g  t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  t o  l e a v e  were dropped i n  t h e  
P i n k v i l l e  a r e a  (pgs .  21, 2 2 ) .  

4 .  OTHER INFORMATION. 

a. WADSWORTH knew L ieu tenan t s  MOODY and DUNN i n  t h e  -
PIO. H e  saw a few p i c t u r e s  from Task Force B a r k e r ' s  
o p e r a t i o n s ,  b u t  never  any of HAEBERLE's. He had hea rd  of 
burn ing  hootches ,  b u t  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  i n  connec t ion  wi th  
Task Force Barker  (pgs .  30, 31) . 

b .  H e  c o n t r a d i c t e d  h i s  e a r l i e r  tes t imony by s t a t i n g  
t h a t  he  d i d  recall  r e q u e s t s  made for Nat iona l  P o l i c e ,  b u t  
he could  n o t  r e c a l l  any made by Task Force Barker  (pgs .  3 9 ,  
4 0 ) .  

c. The w i t n e s s  had never  seen  t h e  i n c l o s u r e s  t o  
HENDERSON'S r e p o r t  of  2 4  A p r i l .  H e  a s s e r t e d  t h a t ,  had he 
s een  them, h e  c e r t a i n l y  would have remembered (pgs .  4 0 ,  4 1 ) .  
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VC propaganda l e a f l e t ,  
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of opera t ions  1 8  
T r u e  C o p y  of 
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Witness  d i d  n o t  
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The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1733 hour s ,  22 January 
1970 .) 

COL WILSON: The hea r ing  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR: The fo l lowing  named persons  are p r e s e n t :  COL 
WILSON, MR WALSH, LTC NOLL and M A J  THOMAS. 

The nex t  w i t n e s s  i s  Capta in  John L .  WADSWORTH. 

(CPT WADSWORTH w a s  c a l l e d  as  a w i t n e s s ,  w a s  sworn, 
and t e s t i f i e d  as fo l lows:  ) 

P l e a s e  s t a t e  your  f u l l  name, grade,  and S o c i a l  
S e c u r i t y  nuinber? 

John L. WADSWORTH, c a p t a i n ,A. 

Q S t a t e  your  branch of  s e r v i c e ,  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  and 
p r e s e n t  duty  s t a t i o n ?  

A. U.S. Army. Organ iza t ion  is  F o r t  Rucker, Alabama. 

COL WILSON: And your  duty  assignment? 

A .  I 'm p r e s e n t l y  i n  f l i g h t  s choo l .  

Q Your branch  i s  Armor? 

A. A r m o r .  

Q Before  we proceed,  c a p t a i n ,  I would like t o  in-
form you of several m a t t e r s .  

This  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  w a s  d i r e c t e d  j o i n t l y  by t h e  
S e c r e t a r y  of t h e  Army and the Chief of  S t a f f  of t h e  Army 
f o r  t h e  purpose of  de te rmin ing  f a c t s  and making recommenda-
t i o n s  concerning t h a t  i n c i d e n t  which i s  commonly r e f e r r e d  
t o  as the My L a i  i n c i d e n t  of March 1968. There a r e  t w o  
matters t h a t  w e  are p r i m a r i l y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n :  

(1) The adequacy of  p r i o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  and 
i n q u i r i e s  i n t o ,  and subsequent  reviews and r e p o r t s  w i t h i n  
t h e  c h a i n  of command, of t h a t  i n c i d e n t ,  and 

( 2 )  P o s s i b l e  suppres s ion  o r  w i thho ld ing  of 
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i n fo rma t ion  r e g a r d i n g  t h i s  i n c i d e n t .  We're i n t e r e s t e d  i n  
p rev ious  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  and suppres s ion  of  i n fo rma t ion .  

A. Yes,- s ir .  

Q Also we.'re i n t e r e s t e d  i n  f i n d i n g  o u t  why i t  was 
n o t  r e p o r t e d ,  i f  it was n o t  r e p o r t e d .  

This i n v e s t i g a t i o n  is  n o t  be ing  conducted t o  
i n v e s t i g a t e  a l l  f a c t s  and c i rcumstances  of  what happened a t  
My Lai .  I t ' s  d i r e c t e d  t o  t h o s e  s p e c i f i c  purposes  which I ' v e  
j u s t  s t a t e d .  

Your tes t imony w i l l  be t aken  under o a t h .  A ver -
ba t im  t r a n s c r i p t  w i l l  be p repa red .  A t a p e  r e c o r d i n g  i s  be-
i n g  made i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  verba t im no te s  b e i n g  t aken  by 
t h e  r e p o r t e r .  

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q Although t h e  g e n e r a l  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  re-
p o r t  w i l l  be c o n f i d e n t i a l ,  it is  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h e  t e s t i -
mony may become a m a t t e r  of  p u b l i c  knowledge. 

This  is In t e rv i ew Tea-m C.  General  PEERS h a s  
appoin ted  t h i s  team t o  a s s i s t  him i n  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  
I t  i s  n o t  w i t h i n  o u r  p r e r o g a t i v e  t o  make f i n d i n g s  or  re-
commendations i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  This i s  s t r i c t l y  
t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  General  PEERS. We're merely as-
s is t i n g  him. 

A .  Yes, s ir .  

Q H e  may come i n  a t  any t i m e  and q u e s t i o n  you,  
o r  o t h e r  members of  h i s  board  may come i n  and q u e s t i o n  
you. This board c o n s i s t s  of t h r e e  people .  M r .  WALSH, 
on my r i g h t ,  is a c i v i l i a n  a t t o r n e y  who has  vo lun tee red  
h i s  s e r v i c e s  t o  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  Army t o  a s s i s t  
General  PEERS i n  h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  Colonel  NOLL,  down 
a t  t h e  end of t h e  t a b l e ,  i s  a member of t h e  board  and 
I ' m  a member of t h e  board .  We have t h e  a u t h o r i t y  t o  
q u e s t i o n  you. I f  t h e r e  a r e  any q u e s t i o n s  i n  your  mind 
i f  anybody else comes i n  and asks  you q u e s t i o n s ,  j u s t  ask 
me and I ' l l  t e l l  you whether t hey  have t h e  a u t h o r i t y  o r  
n o t .  
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What was your assignment on March 1 6 ,  1968? 

A. A s  f a r  a s  I r e c a l l ,  sir,  I know I was the  a s s i s t a n t  
br igade S5 f o r  the  11th  Brigade, America1 Divis ion .  Exactly 
where I was t h a t  day, I have no i d e a .  

Q How long had you been i n  t h i s  assignment? 

A. Since December, s i r ,  about t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  of 
December. 

Q Of what year?  

A. .1967. It s t a r t e d  i n  1967, and I moved from t h e  
a s s i s t a n t  S5 down t o  E Troop, 1st Cav i n  t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  o f  
Apr i l .  

8 You moved t o  another  b r igade  i n  A p r i l ,  r i g h t ?  

A. No, s i r .  I took over  an armored cav p la toon 
w i t h i n  our  own br igade .  

Q I n  Apr i l ?  

A .  Yes , s i r .  i ' 

Q Do you remember t h e  d a t e  i n  Apr i l ?  

A. It was t h e  l a t t e r  part--about t h e  18 th  o r  t h e  
20th.  

Q Had you e v e r  been given any t r a i n i n g  i n  c i v i l  
af f a i r s ?  

A.  I have a B .S .  degree i n  Sociology f r o m  Brigham 
Young Univers i ty ,  and I took an 8-week course a t  the  C i v i l  
A f f a i r s  Caree,r Course a t  For t  Gordon, Georgia. 

Q This i s  p r i o r  t o  going t o  Vietnam? 

A : Y e s  , sir .  

& Would you descr ibe  t o  m e  your ' :function a s  the  
a s s i s t a n t  c i v i l  a f f a i r s  o f f i c e r  f o r  t h e  br igade?  

A. Yes, sir. I helped Captain KESHEL, t h e  br igade  
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CA o f f i c e r ,  i n  a l l  of h i s  f u n c t i o n s .  We were merely t h e  
go-between between t h e  m i l i t a r y  and t h e  c i v i l i a n s  i n  t h a t  
a r e a .  We took c a r e  o f  any u p r i s i n g  t h a t  might  have come up,  
and I worked c l o s e l y  w i t h  MACV i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t  t h e r e .  I f  
any c i v i l i a n s  w e r e  i n j u r e d  by t h e  m i l i t a r y  on o p e r a t i o n s ,  we 
would be n o t i f i e d  of  t h i s  and we would t a k e  a c t i o n  t o  see 
t h e s e  people  and t o  pay a form of condolence c a l l e d  so l a t i um.  
The e x a c t  payments f o r  dea ths  o r  f o r  i n j u r i e s  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  
This was ou r  f u n c t i o n ,  and we would t h e n  r e p o r t  a l l  t h e s e  
m a t t e r s  t o  t h e  G 5  and a l s o  t o  t h e  b r i g a d e  commander each 
a f t e rnoon .  

Q 0 Did you make a d a i l y  r e p o r t  i n  w r i t i n g  t o  t h e  
b r i g a d e  commander each  a£ternoon? 

A. N o ,  s i r .  W e  made a  t e l e p h o n i c  r e p o r t  t o  t h e  
G 5  d a i l y ,  and made an o r a l  r e p o r t  i n  t h e  c o l o n e l ' s  b r i e f -
ing-- in  the commander's b r i e f i n g  every  a f t e rnoon .  

Q a Whom d i d  you c o n t a c t ?  Whom d i d  you d e a l  w i th  
a t  t h e  d i s t r i c t  l e v e l ?  

A. We worked w i t h  t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f .  I b e l i e v e  
a t  t h a t  t ime  it was Do Dinh LUYEN. lire worked w i t h  Major 
SMITH--

& . ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  L e t  m e  be  s u r e  t h a t  I ' m  t a l k i n g
about  t h e  d i s t r i c t - -

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  This  is  Duc Pho D i s t r i c t .  

Q No, I ' m  r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  Task Force Barker 
a r e a ,  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t .  

A. Okay. Our r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  up i n  t h a t  a r e a  
was Captain  Winston GOUZOULES. He was t h e  S5 of  t h e  
4 / 3  and a t  t h a t  t ime they  were working on t h e  w e s t  s i d e  
of Highway 1. H e  was a l s o  r e p o r t i n g  any i n c i d e n t s  
t h a t  took  p l a c e  w i t h i n  Task Force Barker ,  which was 
working on t h e  e a s t  s i d e  of  Highway 1. 

Q. How do you s p e l l  h i s  name? 

A. S i r ,  I have no--Captain Winston GOUZOULES, 
h e  's Greek. I have no i d e a  how you s p e l l  i t ,  GOUZOULES. 
S i r ,  I c o u l d n ' t  make a guess .  
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Q And he was t h e  S5 of the--

Q a  He was respons ib le  f o r  t h e  Barker a rea?  

A. He was repor t ing  any i n c i d e n t s  t h a t  took p lace  
i n  t h e  Task Force Barder a r e a ,  b u t  h i s  primary duty was wi th  
t h e  4 /3 .  I r e c a l l  s p e c i f i c a l l y  t h a t  he was t ak ing  c a r e  of 
the--anything t h a t  took p lace  i n  the  Barker a r e a ,  but-- this  
i s  t h e  reason I do remember, because we had one heck of a 
time g e t t i n g  i n  contac t  with him every day, because of the  
te lephone s i t u a t i o n .  

.. -
Q Do you r e c a l l  a t  any time any i r r e g u l a r i t y  i n  
r e p o r t i n g  the  c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s  o r  deaths  i n  t h e  Task 

' Force Barker a rea?  

A. ' What do you mean by i r r e g u l a r i t i e s ?  

Q - I mean unusual numbers of people r epor ted  
wounded t h e r e ?  

A. No, s i r .  The--I do remember hear ing  a t  one 
b r i e f i n g  t h a t  a number of people in--I  thought it was 128 
personnel  k i l l e d  and 3 weapons captured.  I remember this 
i n  t h e  commander's b r i e f i n g ,  and I ' m  c e r t a i n  a t  t h a t  t i m e  
t h a t  General LIPSCOMB was t h e r e .  I ' m  n o t  very p o s i t i v e ,  
bu t  I do r e c a l l  t h e  number of 128 people k i l l e d  and 3 
weapons captured,  because t h e  commander l i k e d  t o  have h i t  
t h e  c e i l i n g  when he heard t h i s .  He c o u l d n ' t  understand 
how i n  the  world they could k i l l  s o  many VC and only 
cap tu re  t h r e e  weapons. This was about the  same time when 
t h e  br igade  captured many weapons out  on the  beach j u s t  
e a s t  of our  Duc Pho l o c a t i o n ,  s o u t h e a s t  of  it. I can 
r e c a l l  h i s  say ing  t h a t  one of t h e s e  days,  y o u ' r e  going 
t o  c a t c h  VC with weapons i n s t e a d  of  ca tching  VC one day 
and weapons the  nex t .  I do r e c a l l  t h i s  f i g u r e  coming up, 
b u t  it was never r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  innocent  c i v i l i a n s .  

Q L e t ' s  go back over t h i s  f i g u r e  a l i t t l e  b i t .  
When was it t h a t  you r e c a l l  t h a t  f i g u r e  came up? 

A. I ' m  s u r e  it  was somewhere nea r  the  end of my 
d u t i e s  a s  a s s i s t a n t  S5. The e x a c t  d a t e ,  l i k e  I s a i d ,  I 
have no i d e a ,  bu t  I do r e c a l l  t h i s  i n c i d e n t .  
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Q And you r e c a l l  t h i s  a s  be ing  r e l a t e d  t o  Task 
Force Barker? 

A. Yes, s i r .  Because a t  t h a t  t i m e  t ha t ' s  where 
a l i  t h e s e  s o - c a l l e d  a c t i o n s  were coming from. 

Q A t  t h a t  t ime? How long  a  p e r i o d  o f  t i m e  are 
you t a l k i n g  about?  

A. When w e  f i r s t  g o t  t h e r e ,  any a c t i o n  t h a t  e v e r  
took p l ace  seems l i k e  it a l l  came from t h e  Muscantine A0 
i n  Task Force Barker .  A t  t h e  t ime w e  had ve ry  l i t t l e  o r  
very few i n c i d e n t s  t a k i n g  p l a c e  down sou th  o r  j u s t  n o r t h  
of  us .  It  seemed t h a t  i t  would always be up i n  +he Task 
Force Barker a r e a .  

Q U p  i n  t h e  n o r t h e r n  s e c t o r ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q D o  you remember when you s a i d  the commander h i t  
t h e  c e i l i n g ?  Who h i t  t h e  c e i l i n g ?  

A. This I thought  about  e v e r  s i n c e  the whole 
m a t t e r  came up. I ' m  c e r t a i n  t h a t  i t  was General  LIPSCOMB 
t h e r e ,  because I can s e e  him s t a n d i n g  t h e r e  w i t h  h i s  hands 
on h i s  h i p s  j u s t  shak ing  h i s  head when he made t h e  s t a t e -
ment t h a t  one of t h e s e  days y o u ' r e  go ing  t o  g e t  the  weapons 
and t h e  VC t o g e t h e r .  I cannot  swear t h a t  i t  i s  a c t u a l l y  
t h e  f a c t s ,  b u t  i t ' s  j u s t  one of  t h e s e  t h i n g s  t h a t  I do 
remember. 

Q Well now, could t h i s  have been a d i f f e r e n t  t i m e  
when you h e a r d  t h i s  f i g u r e  of  128 and 3 weapons, and the 
" o l d  man" was g e t t i n g  mad, Genera l  LIPSCOMB w a s  g e t t i n g  
mad? Can you d e f i n i t e l y  t i e  t h e  128 and 3 t o  General  
LIPS  COMB? 

A. I cannot  s a y  f o r  s u r e .  I do t i e  it t o  the 
b r i e f i n g  though--

Q . ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  W e l l ,  l e t  me ask you this. Do 
you d e f i n i t e l y  remember General  LIPSCOMB g e t t i n g  mad about 
an abnormal r a t i o  of weapons t o  body count?  

A .  I do remember h i m  making t h e  s t a t e m e n t  t h a t  one 
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of these days y o u ' r e  going t o  c a p t u r e  t h e  VC and t h e  weapons 
a t  one t i m e  i n s t e a d  of  one one day and the o t h e r  t h e  nex t .  

Q And t h a t  was made i n  anger?  

A. No, s ir .  It was more--more--1 never  saw General  
LIPSCOMB r e a l l y  g e t  mad. I t  was more i n  d i s g u s t .  

Q Can you remember anyth ing  about--was t h i s  an 
evening b r i e f i n g  o r  morning b r i e f i n g ?  

A. Evening b r i e f i n g .  

Q I t  w a s  an evening b r i e f i n g ?  
' . 

A. Always. It  was a t  5 o ' c l o c k .  

Q There i s  no way we can f i x  the d a t e  of  t h i s ?  Do 
you remember anyth ing  happening,  you r  b i r t h ,  your  R&R, a 
f r i e n d  o f  you r s  g e t t i n g  wounded, any way t h a t  w e  cou ld  go 
back and f i x  t h i s  d a t e ?  

A .  S i r ,  I s u r e  can ' t - - su re  c a n ' t .  

Q Had you come back from any p a r t i c u l a r  t r i p  o r  
any th ing  about  this time'? 

A. Around t h a t  t ime I know--I can '  t f i x  an e x a c t  
d a t e  on t h a t  ei ther,  b u t  I know sometime du r ing  t h a t  t i m e  
I was i n  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  a r e a .  I w a s  c a l l e d  t o  go  up wi th  
t h i s  PSYOP Team and t a k e  t h e  microphone loudspeaker  up 
and do some a e r i a l  b roadcas t ing .  A f t e r  this was done,  w e  
were p u t  on t h e  ground and we s t a y e d  on t h e  ground,  I 
guess ,  f o r  about 2 hours  doing some b r o a d c a s t i n g .  Then 
we were a i r l i f t e d  o u t .  The e x a c t  d a t e  on t h i s  I have no 
i d e a ,  b u t  I do know it was i n  P i n k v i l l e .  

Q How does t h i s  b r o a d c a s t  t h a t  y o u ' r e  t a l k i n g  about 
r e l a t e  t o  this s t a t e m e n t  by General  LIPSCOMB? 

A. How do you mean, s i r ,  as f a r  as t ime wise?  

Q Y e s .  

A.  I c a n ' t  s a y  whether it was b e f o r e  o r  a f t e r .  I 
r e a l l y  d o n ' t  know. 
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Q But you do remember t h a t  you went i n t o  P i n k v i l l e  
with a b r o a d c a s t ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q A ground b r o a d c a s t ,  PSYWAR e f f o r t ?  

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q. Can you f i x  t h a t  d a t e  w i t h  r e f e r e n c e  t o  General  
LIPSCOMB1s s t a t emen t?  

A. No, s i r ,  I c a n ' t .  I do--I'm almost  c e r t a i n  t h a t  
w e  went i n  n o t  on t h e  f i r s t  engagement i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  b u t  
I thinlc p o s s i b l y  t h e  second t ime  t h a t  Task Force  Barker 
went i n t o  P i n k v i l l e  o r  maybe 2 o r  3 days a f t e r  t h e  f i r s t  
day they went i n .  I know it w a s n ' t  on t h e  i n i t i a l  engagement. 

Q Do you remember t h e  u n i t  t h a t  went i n  t h e  f i r s t  
t ime? 

A. No, s i r .  

Q Do you remember how they  went i n ,  whether  t hey  
went i n  by combat a s s a u l t  o r  whether t hey  went i n  by su r -
f ace? 

A. They went i n  by--as I say--they d i d  go i n  by 
combat a s s a u l t .  I went i n  a f t e r  t hey  went i n .  They went i n  
e a r l y  t h a t  morning, and we wai ted  o f f  t o  t h e  s i d e  o f  t h e  
pad u n t i l  l a t e r  i n  t h e  day. Then w e  w e r e  t a k e n  i n .  

Q You w e r e  t aken  i n  t o  t h e  o b j e c t i v e  a r e a ?  

A.  Y e s ,  s i r .  

For what purpose? 

A. ~ r o a d ' c a s t i n g ,a sk ing  for--well , f i r s t  w e  f lew 
ove r  t h e  a r e a  a sk ing  f o r  "Chieu H o i ' s , "  and w e  were p u t  on 
t h e  ground t o  be of  p o s s i b l e  a s s i s t a n c e  t o  t h e  ground 
commander t h e r e .  W e  r e p o r t e d  t o  a c a p t a i n ,  h i s  name I 
do n o t  remember. I do p i c tu re - - I  do remember k i n d  o f  
what he looks  l i k e .  W e  j u s t  d i d  a sma l l  amount of  
b roadcas t ing  on t h e  ground,  and one f e l l o w  was wounded 
by a booby t r a p .  We were l i f t e d  o u t  when t h e  Char l ie -
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C h a r l i e  came i n  and picked t h i s  wounded G I  up. We were only 
down about an hour and one-half o r  two hours .  I hope I ' m  
n o t  confusing you. 

Q You went i n  w i t h  f ie  Charl ie-Charl ie  t o  p ick  up 
wounded? 

A .  No, sir.  The Charl ie-Charl ie  came i n  t o  pick up 
a wounded G I ,  and we went o u t  wi th  him a t  t h e  same time h e  
w e n t  o u t .  

Q. Now, i s  t h i s  t h e  b r igade  commander's coramand and 
c o n t r o l  s h i p  of  was t h i s  t h e  t a s k  f o r c e ' s ?  

A.  It was t h e  t a s k  f o r c e ' s .  

Q. And was t h i s  pickup along t h e  c o a s t  o r  in land?  

A .  I think i t  was j u s t  about a mi le  o r  a mi le  and 
a h a l f  i n l a n d  a t  the  most. We d i d  our  a e r i a l  broadcas t ing  
over  t h a t  smal l  channel from t h e  c o a s t .  I t ' s  j u s t  t o  t h e  
w e s t  of t h e  beach. We d i d  our  a e r i a l  broadcas t ing  t h e r e ,  
and then  w e  were dropped o f f  nex t  t o  a cemetery j u s t  w e s t  
of t h a t .  The e x a c t  s p o t  I do n o t  know. I do know t h a t  when 
w e  g o t  on t h e  ground, w e  s t a r t e d  heading eastward. Then 
we h i t  a pa th  and went north f o r  100 o r  200 mete r s ,  and 
then  we i n t e r s e c t e d  another  pa th  and took a r i g h t .  I do 
remember t h a t .  There was a l a r g e  church t h e r e .  

MR WALSH: Did you go across  t h e  b r idge?  

A. No. 

Q You d o n ' t  remember t h e  u n i t  t h a t  was t h e r e ?  

A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t .  

Q Do you remember t h e  commander of t h e  u n i t ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know h i s  name. I remember he was k ind  
o f  s h o r t  and s tocky wi th  a round f a c e ,  and he wore g l a s s e s .  
Tha t ' s  a l l  I remember. 

Q Would t h i s  be i n  your S5 log?  

A.  You mean t h e  broadcas t ing?  
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Q Yes. 

A. I t  shou ld 've ,  r i g h t ,  it should 've been turned i n  
poss ib ly  t h a t  a f te rnoon o r  t h e  next  af ternoon t o  G 5 ,  t e l e -
phonical ly .  It  a l s o  should have been p u t  i n  our  of £ ice  's 
d a i l y  r e p o r t .  

Q Well,  I have a--would t h i s  have been--would you 
have repor ted  this through t h e  7 th  PSYOP B a t t a l i o n ?  Did 
they support  you? 

A. Captain KESHEL was t h e  PSYOP o f f i c e r .  H e  was 
doubling as  t h e  S5 o f f i c e r .  

'Q Yes. 

A. I know t h a t  I d i d n ' t  g e t  involved w i t h  t h e  
PSYOP Team i t s e l f ,  b u t  I know t h a t  t h e  PSYOP Team came 
from another--in o t h e r  words , they were independent f rorn 
our br igade .  So I--other  than  t h a t  and qoing o u t  wi th  them 
t h r e e  o r  four  t imes ,  I d idn '  t g e t  involved wi th  t h e m .  
But i t  should have been repor ted  on our  l o g ,  s ir .  

LTC NOLL: Do you know what s i z e  fo rce  was involved i n  this 
opera t ion?  Was it one company o r  two compa,nies? 

A. I know t h a t  morning t h e r e  was a l o t  of people 
ou t  t h e r e ,  a whole l o t .  

MR WALSH: Where d i d  t ake  o f f  from? 

A. From LZ Dot t i e .  

& How many choppers d i d  t h e  a s s a u l t  use? , 

A. I d o n ' t  remember how many they used,  b u t  I know 
they  came back t h r e e  o r  four  t imes and picked up new loads ,  

Q Could you pick out  t h e  a r e a  t h a t  you went i n t o  
from a map? 

A. I know i t i s  P i n k v i l l e ,  but e x a c t l y  where w e  set 
down I do no t  know. 

COL WILSON : I f  you conducted s u r f  ace psychological  war£a r e ,  
i t  would appear t h a t  t h i s  should be repor ted  t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n ,  
shouldn'  t it? 
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A .  Y e s ,  s i r .  Every af ternoon we were t o  c a l l  d i v i s i o n  
G 5  and r e p o r t .  Also it should have been put  i n  o u r  d a i l y  l o g .  
We would r e p o r t  each day a l s o ,  and i n  t h e  same respect--I  
mean together with how many mines, o r  grenades and things 
t h a t  were turned i n  by the  c i v i l i a n s .  That was turned i n  
and it  should have been on the  same r e p o r t  with t h e  broad-
c a s t  . 
Q Did you know a Captain Edward KRITO? Was he t h e r e  
when you were? 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  name, s i r .  

Q Let  me ask you t h i s  on your psychological  opera-
t i o n s .  Did you i n  any of your ground psychological  ope ra t ions  
ever advise  the  people i n  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  a r e a  t o  evacuate t h e  
a rea?  What was t h e  theme of your broadcas t?  

A. I remember p a r t  of i t  was "Chieu Hoi" i n  t h e  a i r ,  
and w e  a l s o  broadcasted "Chieu Hoi" on t h e  ground, b u t  the  r e s t  
of  i t  I d o n ' t  remember. 

Q. See i f  you can g e t  a photograph of Captain MEDINA? 

(RCDR does as reques ted . )  

A. I donft know MEDINA pe r sona l ly ,  bu t  I b e l i e v e  I 
have seen  him. 

& Would you know i f  he was t h e  commander? 

A .  N O ,  he wasn ' t .  

Q I t  was no t  MEDINA. Did you know Captain MICHLES? 

A. MICHLES? I be l i eve  Captain MICHLES was t h e  one t h a t  
was k i l l ed - -

Q . ( In terpos ing)  That I s  c o r r e c t .  

A. And I worked wi th  Captain MICHLES f o r  a while .  

Q - And you would know i f  Captain MICHLES was t h e r e ?  
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A. Y e s ,  sir. It was n o t  him. 

Q I t  was n o t  Captain MICHLES? 

A. I worked with Captain MICHLES when I g o t  i n t o  
t h e  Cav, and I went up nor th  wi th  him. 

Q So t h e  commander of t h e  u n i t  i n  t h e r e  was n e i t h e r  
Captain MEDINA nor Captain MICHLES? 

A. No. 

Q Did you know Captain TRINKLE? 

A. I ' v e  heard t h e  name, b u t  I d o n ' t  t h ink  I met 
him. 

Q He was a wi tness .  See i f  w e  have a photograph 
of him. 

(RCDR does as  requested.  ) 

Let  me t r y  t o  maybe pick something a l i t t l e  more 
so .  Did you know Sergeant  PHETTEPLACE? 

A. Sergeant  PHETTEPLACE, r i g h t .  He was our  NCO. 

Q Okay. I have a copy of  your S5 l o g  of  t h e  18 th  
of March. Now, I ' m  j u s t  t r y i n g  t o  f i x  a d a t e .  

A .  Right ,  I understand. 

Q I would l i k e  f o r  you t o  look a t  t h i s  copy of t h i s  
l o g  and s e e  i f  any of t h e  e n t r i e s  on t h e r e  r e f r e s h  your 
mind as  t o  t h i s  time per iod  (handing t h e  document t o  t h e  
wi tness)  ? 

A. This a c t u a l l y ,  s i r ,  sounds almost l i k e  any day. 

Q Nothing unusual about t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  log? 

A. N o ,  sir.  

Q When Major Thomas g e t s  back this w i l l  be en-
t e r e d  as an e x h i b i t .  
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A. Would you l i k e  f o r  m e  t o  look a t  a f e w  mrjre--

So " ( In terpos ingj  T h a t ' s  t h e  only one t h a t  w e  have 
t h a t  I know o f .  

A. Well, this--

Q . ( In te rpos ing)  I t 's  j u s t  a normal day then? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q I would l i k e  t o  in t roduce  t h e  Daily S t a f f  Journal  
of 18  March, S5,  11 th  I n f a n t r y  Brigade,  Brigade Log. 

A .  I hope t h a t  you d o n ' t  misunderstand me, t ak ing  up 
wounded people r ight--

Q ( In te rpos ing)  Le t  me g e t  an e x h i b i t  number on 
t h i s .  

RCDR : E x h i b i t  M-5 0 .  

COL WILSON: Now, d i d  you want t o  r e f e r  t o  the--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  Right. In  o t h e r  words, i t  men-
t i o n e d  t h a t  t h e  3/1 found s i x  wounded c i v i l i a n s .  This is  
something t h a t  d i d n ' t  happen every day, b u t  t h e s e  were f r e -
quen t ly  c i v i l i a n s  found t h a t  had been wounded. I j u s t  want 
t o  make c l e a r  t h a t ' s  n o t  something t h a t  would've happened 
every day, b u t  it was r e c u r r i n g .  

Q Well now, of course ,  I ' m  n o t  r e a l l y  concerned 
with t h a t  e n t r y  s o  much from t h e  s t andpo in t  of t h i s  i n v e s t i -
g a t i o n .  But this would normally be r epor ted  t o  t h e  b r igade  
commander, wouldn 't i t ?  

A. Right.  

Q Ora l ly?  

A. Ora l ly .  

9a Was t h i s  t h e  only document i n  which a r e p o r t  l i k e  
t h a t  would be w r i t t e n ?  
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A. Yes, s i r ,  unless  i t  was p u t  on t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  r ecord .  
This would have been t e l ephon ica l ly  r epor ted  t o  G5 and o r a l l y  
t o  t h e  commander. 

Q Bave you e v e r  s e e n  that o f f i c e r  b e f o r e ,  and I show 
you a photograph of Major TRINKLE (handing a photograph n o t  
en te red  i n t o  evidence t o  w i t n e s s ) ?  

A. I can '  t say p o s i t i v e l y ,  but--1 can'  t say p o s i t i v e l y ,  
s i r .  I t ' s  a l o t  of d i f f e r e n c e  when you d o n ' t  have a l l  t h i s  
combat garb on with the  helmet.  

Q This  man i s  r a t h e r  s h o r t .  Would you say  that--

A. ( In terpos ing)  Well ,  he was k ind  of s h o r t .  A t  
t h a t  t ime,  I r e c a l l ,  he had k ind  of  a high-pitched voice.  He 
had g lasses  on, and he was a very a c t i v e  person. 

Q . Did you ever  h e a r  him speak any Vietnamese? 

A. No, I d i d n ' t .  I n  f a c t ,  when I w e n t i n  t h e r e ,  I 
don ' t r e c a l l  s e e i n g  any Vietnamese. 

MR WALSH: Are you c e r t a i n ,  c a p t a i n ,  t h a t  the  opera t ion  t h a t  
we ' re  speaking about involved an a i r  a s s s a u l t ,  o r  i s  i t  pos-
s i b l e  t h a t  t roops had moved i n t o  an a r e a  on t h e  ground before  
you joined them by h e l i c o p t e r ?  

A. Well ,  they might have,  b u t  a good number went i n  
by a i r .  Now t h e r e  might have been a few defens ive  p o s i t i o n  
around t h e r e  a t  n i g h t  where some might 've moved, and then 
they might have j u s t  moved i n  another  company. But t h e r e  was 
an a i r  a s s a u l t ,  and t h i s  i s  because--the reason I remember 
t h i s  i s  because we had t o  s i t  ou t  on t h e  chopper pad a good 
p a r t  of t h e  morning wai t ing  f o r  t h e  Charl ie-Charl ie  t o  be 
c l e a r  s o  they could t a k e  us out  t o  do this a e r i a l  broadcas t ing .  

Q Did t h e  Charl ie-Charl ie  s h i p  t a k e  you f o r  your 
a e r i a l  broadcas t?  

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q Who was with you? 

A. J u s t  myself ,  t h e  p i l o t ,  and two a s s i s t a n t s .  Their  
names I don' t r e c a l l .  
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Q And where was t h e  commander? 

A. Colonel BARKER? 

Q . Y e s .  

A .  . I  suppose he was down i n  t h e  TOC a l i t t l e  b i t .  

Q. And whi l e  he was i n  the  TOC you went o u t  w i t h  h i s  
s h i p ?  

A. Right  . 
Q To do your broadcas t ing?  How long d i d  you broad-
c a s t  whi le  you were i n  t h e  a i r ?  

A. It  w a s n ' t  long ,  probably would be about 20  minutes 
a t  t h e  most. 

Q. And you se t  down because you g o t  a c a l l  t o  p i ck  up 
a wounded person? 

A. No. They c a l l e d  f o r  t h e  Char l ie -Char l ie ,  and Colo-
n e l  BARKER i n s t r u c t e d  t h a t  i t  might be good f o r  us t o  se t  
down ,and maybe we could h e l p  t h e  ground commander t h e r e  o r  
t h a t  company. So they  dropped us  o f f ,  and they  went on back 
and picked up t h e  c o l o n e l .  

Q. I s e e ,  and they  pu t  you down nex t  t o  t h e  company 
commander? 

A. W e  were a few hundred meters  from him, and we  went 
on ou t  w i th  one p la toon  a s  they went o u t  and w e  caught up 
wi th  them. 

Q. Had t h i s  p la toon  s u f f e r e d  some c a s u a l t i e s  from 
booby t r a p s  i n  t h a t  a r e a  be fo re  you g o t  t h e r e ?  

A. I do r e c a l l  them say ing  t o  be very c a r e f u l ,  be-
cause t h i s  a r e a  i s  t h e  most mined a r e a  t h a t  they had e v e r  
seen.  When I was t h e r e  and we were about--I suppose about 30 
meters from the  church,  one tall. GT d i d  s e t  o f f  a mine about 
1 0  o r  15 meters from me. I r e c a l l  he was wounded i n  t h e  neck,  
and when he was evacuated by t h e  Char l ie -Char l ie  w e  went o u t  
w i th  him. 

Q. Had you heard  t h a t  a l i e u t e n a n t ,  p l a toon  l e a d e r ,  
had been k i l l e d  by booby t r a p s  b e f o r e  you a r r i v e d ?  
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A. No, s ir ,  I d id  no t .  


Q- Was t h e  company moving when you a r r i v e d ?  


A. A t  a slow pace. 

Q. A t  a  slow pace? 

A. Slow pace,  r ight .  

Q. Do you remember i f  they  were moving t o  t h e  north- 
e a s t ,  t o  t h e  wes t ,  o r  sou th  o r  what? 

A. We moved e a s t ,  h i t  t h e  t r a i l  and went nor th  about 
100 meters ,  and then  took a r i g h t  on t h e  t r a i l .  T h a t ' s  where 
t h e  company CP was, r i g h t  next  t o  a church. 

&. Well, d i d  you s e e  a t r a i l  leading  t o  t h e  nor th  
o f f  t h e  o t h e r  t r a i l - -  

A. ( In terpos ing)  It d i d  cont inue  t o  t h e  n o r t h ,  yes .  

Q a  Did you s e e  a  g a t e ?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  a ga te .  

&. Did you s e e  any--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  There was a very ,  very unusual l a r g e  
ho le  s i g h t  across  from the  church. 

Q. Do you r e c a l l  i f  t h e r e  was any h o s t i l e  f i r e  being 
rece ived  a t  t h a t  time? 

A. I remember when we went next  t o  t h e  cemetery. 
J u s t  a  m a t t e r  of a  few minutes a f t e r  we had g o t t e n  o u t  of 
t h e  h e l i c o p t e r ,  they thought s n i p e r  rounds were f i r e d  and 
everybody h i t  t h e  ground. But nothing developed, and i n  a 
few minutes l a t e r  we moved on. 

Q - .  The company t h a t  you jo ined ,  was it i n  a  dug-in 
p o s i t i o n  o r  was it--

A. ( In terpos ing)  No , s i r ,  sweeping. 

Q.  Sweeping. What was t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of i t s  movement? 
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A. Eas t .  

Q It was moving e a s t ?  

A. U n t i l  we h i t  the t r a i l ,  and then  a s  I r e c a l l  I 
t h i n k  they continued e a s t ,  and we stopped t h e r e  with the CP 
group . 
Q. I n  o t h e r  words, the company moved on across  the 
t r a i l ?  

A. The p la toon t h a t  I was w i t h  d i d .  I n  o t h e r  words, 
I was t r y i n g  t o  reach t h e  company CP a r e a ,  s o  I moved on up 
eastward wi th  t h e s e  p la toons .  When we h i t  t h e  CP a r e a ,  w e  
s tayed .  A s  I r e c a l l ,  they continued. 

Q. CP was loca ted  nea r  t h e  paqoda? 

A. Right,  and t h i s  I remember, because the--one G I  
c a l l e d  out  and s a i d  t h a t  he had found a b i g  booby t r a p .  Also 
these  o t h e r  G I ' s ,  they were a t  t h a t  t ime searching  tunne l s .  
I remember they brought o u t  some "Bouncing B e t t i e s "  . 
Q- Let me ask you--by t ak ing  a look a t  t h e  map, we  

' might be a b l e  t o  f i x  t h e  l o c a t i o n .  

Get me t h e  1:25,000 Exh ib i t  Map-4 and the 1:50,000 
Exhibi t  Map-5. 

(RCDR does a s  requested .) 

While h e ' s  g e t t i n g  a map I want t o  show you a re-
p o r t  on psychological  opera t ions  which i n d i c a t e s - - f i r s t  l e t  
me ask you, was t h i s  a  taped opera t ion?  Was your psycholo-
g i c a l  b roadcas t ,  taped? 

A. I fo rgo t  t o  mention t h a t  we d i d  have our  i n t e r p r e -
t e r  with us.  We d i d  have an i n t e r p r e t e r  and we had some on 
t a p e ,  and then  we a l s o  used t h e  i n t e r p r e t e r  too .  

Q. Well, what d i d  you do t h a t  day? 

A. Say again? 

What d i d  you do t h a t  day? 
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A. W e  had--before we l e f t  LZ D o t t i e ,  we had t h e  i n t e r -
p r e t e r  t a l k  i n t o  t h e  tape  machine. Then we used t h a t  f o r  t h e  
a e r i a l  b roadcas t ,  and then  he d i d  i t  o r a l l y  on t h e  ground. 

Q Well, I ask you t o  look a t  t h i s .  I ask you t o  
look a t  t h i s  document which l is ts  during t h e  pe r iod  1 March 
t o  20 March psychological  ope ra t ions  which took p l a c e  i n  t h i s  
genera l  a r e a  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  The l o c a t i o n s  where those took 
p lace  a r e  shown i n  these  squares  h e r e .  See i f  t h i s  b r ings  
back anything t o  you (handing document t o  wi tness )  . I f  you 
w i l l  look a t  the  legend on t h a t  map o v e r p r i n t ,  i t  says  which 
a r e  broadcas ts  and which a r e  l e a f  l e t s .  

A. Where i s  t h i s ,  s i r ?  

Q I f  you s e e  a B i n  f r o n t  of t h e  number, i t ' s  a broad-
c a s t .  

A .  Okay. We d i d  b roadcas t  i n  this a r e a  o r  general ly--

Q .  ( In te rpos ing)  You're p o i n t i n g  a t  P i n k v i l l e ?  

A. Right ,  i t  's a l l  of it where we broadcas t .  This 
was t h e  only time I flew over  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  a r e a ,  and I re-
c a l l  a l l  t hese  ponds he re .  

Q.  None of t h e  e n t r i e s  on this d a t a  s h e e t  r e c a l l  
whether t h i s  was one of t h e s e  days,  was t h e  day t h a t  you 
made t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  f l i g h t ,  it t h i s  c o r r e c t ?  

A. I t ' s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  I might have been. A l l  I know--
I ' m  c e r t a i n  t h a t  i t  was i n  t h e  time pe r iod  of March. 

Q .  You say you may have been on the--you1 r e  c e r t a i n  
i t  was i n  March? 

A. Right. 

Q This one on t h e  13th  of  March i n d i c a t e d  on the  
e x h i b i t  it a l e a f l e t  drop. The c l o s e s t  broadcas t  we have i s  
up along t h i s  r i v e r  where two broadcas ts  were made on t h e  
2d and 4th of March? 

A. We made a broadcast--

Q - ( In te rpos ing)  Is t h i s  the  one? 
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A. Now, I d o n ' t  t h i n k  s o .  Now, w e  made--there were 
two types of b roadcas t s .  One k ind  of broadcas t  you could 
order  through d i v i s i o n ,  and it would come ou t  of Danang i n  
the  A i r  Force a i r c r a f t .  They were a l l  t apes .  But they  were 
more t h e  quick a c t i o n  team. There was no planning.  When 
they wanted something done, they would j u s t  c a l l  and t h e y ' d  
go. But they a l s o  d i d  have scheduled reports--broadcasted 
o f f  i t .  

MR WALSH: Who prepared t h e  r e p o r t s ?  

A. This was Captain KESHEL' s  a rea .  H e  was s t r i c t l y  
PSYCdAR, and he doubling up as  C i v i l  Af f a i r s .  

COL WILSON:  We ' l l  now in t roduce  i n t o  evidence a journal  of 
psychological  ope ra t ion  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of BS 7178, Quang 
Ngai Province,  1-20 March 1968, wi th  an accompanying map as  
an e x h i b i t .  

RCDR: This i s  Exh ib i t  M-51. 

MR WALSH: Can you g ive  us any explanat ion  as  t o  why your 
opera t ions ,  i f  they were i n  f a c t  i n  the  time frame of March 
1 6  and March 1 7  i n  t h a t  a r e a ,  a r e  n o t  r e f l e c t e d ?  

A. S i r ,  I d i d  n o t  run t h e  S5 o f f i c e  and I d i d  not  run 
t h e  .PSYWAR s e c t i o n .  I s t r i c t l y  never messed'with PSYWAR. They 
j u s t  grabbed me t o  go wi th  them because they  needed somebody. 

Q Well, I guess my ques t ion  is  when you conducted a 
broadcas t  such as  t h i s ,  t o  whom would you have repor ted  what 
you had done? 

A. Captain KESHEL would 've repor ted  it t o  the- -a l l  
the  c i v i l  a f f a i r s  would d e f i n i t e l y  have been repor ted  t o  t h e  
G 5 ,  and as  I r e c a l l  he repor ted  these  broadcas ts  t o  them too .  

Q b  I n  w r i t i n g ?  

A. NO,  s i r ,  t e l e p h o n i c a l l y ,  on the  te lephone.  

0 ,  You prepared n o  w r j  t t e n  records of broadcas ts?  

A. J u s t  t h e  d a i l y  r e p o r t ,  and i f  i t ' s  no t  i n  t h e r e  i t  
was j us t mismanagement. 

COL WILSON : M r .  WALSH, can we t ake  a look a t  t h e  map e x h i b i t ?  
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(RCDRg e t s  maps. ) 

The wi tness  has  been given Exh ib i t  MAP-5, ~ x h i b i t  
M-51, and Exh ib i t  MAP-4. 

(Witness i s  g iven  map o r i e n t a t i o n .  ) 

MR WALSH: You a r e  c l e a r  t h a t  t h e  capta in  you were with on 
t h e  ground was no t  Captain MEDINA? 

A. I ' m  s u r e .  

Q g  This i s  t h e  opera t ion  t h a t  we ' r e  t a l k i n g  about ,  
t h a t  i s ,  t h e  opera t ion  of March 1 6 t h ,  and i t  was n o t  Captain 
MEDINA t h a t  you saw on the ground. This would be t h e  approxi-
mate a rea  which was t h e  LZ f o r  Bravo Company. You landed i n  
th is  d i r e c t i o n ,  one platoon was down i n  t h i s  d i r e c t i o n ,  and 
you w i l l  n o t i c e  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  s e v e r a l  pagodas i n d i c a t e d  on 
t h e r e .  

A. I remember an open a r e a  i n  h e r e .  

Q I t h i n k  t h i s  i n d i c a t e s  t h e  graveyard? 

A. Right.  The graveyard I was i n  wasn 't very l a r g e ,  
i t  was a smal l  graveyard. It was over  h e r e ,  and then w e  came 
e a s t  and went n o r t h  f o r  a couple of hundred meters ,  and then  
I suppose about 50 meters f u r t h e r  e a s t  where the  CP and a 
church were. There was a very l a r g e  h o l e  h e r e ,  because when 
t h a t  mine went o f f  a l o t  of people went t o  t h e  ho le .  

Q. Was a mortar te,am s e t  up i n  t h e r e ?  

A. I d i d n ' t  s e e  one. 

COL W I L S O N :  Captain WADSWORTH, i f  you remember t h e  u n i t  t h a t  
you were wi th  and the  commander of t h e  u n i t ,  and you knew 
Captain MEDINA and Captain MICHLES and they weren ' t  t he  com-
manders, you must--it was Task Force Barker--you must have 
been with A Company. 

A. I knew t h e s e  people a t  d i f f e r e n t  t imes.  I d id  n o t  
know Captain MEDINA.  I ' v e  seen  him. I knew Captain MICHLES 
only because I worked w i t h  him l a t e r  on when I was i n  the  
Armored Cav. 
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Q - What I mean is--maybe I d i d n ' t  ask my q u e s t i o n  
p rope r ly .  The commander of  t h e  u n i t  t h a t  you went t o  the 
day w e ' r e  t r y i n g  t o  e s t a b l i s h ,  I thought  we determined it 
was no t  Captain  MEDINA and it was n o t  Capta in  MICHLES. We 
d i d n '  t determine t h a t ?  

A. - No, I - - t h a t ' s  r i g h t .  

Q They were n o t  t h e  commanders? 

A. They w e r e  n o t .  

&. And you were w i t h  Task Force  Barker? 

Yes, sir. 

Q There was on ly  one o t h e r  company i n  the u n i t ,  and 
. t h a t  was A Company, which could  have been commanded by any 

of  t h r e e  company commanders du r ing  t h i s  pe r iod .  Major TRINKLE 
was wounded on t h e  26th of February.  There was an i n t e r i m  
commander. There were two commanders between t h e  26th of 
February and t h e  16 th  March. It  could  have been e i t h e r  one 
o f  t h o s e ,  b u t  we don ' t have photographs of them. Would you 
recognize  t h e  name? 

A. I know I wouldn ' t  recognize  t h e  names, b u t  I ' m  
s u r e  i f  I saw them I ' m  s u r e  it would--I'm t r y i n g  t o  p i c k  my 
mind. I can remember many t h i n g s .  I can remember some 
t h i n g s ;  I c a n ' t  remember o t h e r s .  

Q I f  w e  do e s t a b l i s h  t h a t  you .were i n  the a r e a  a t  
the t ime o r  a t  a p e r i o d  i n  t h e  ~ i n k v i l l ecomplex--you w e r e  
i n  t h e  a r e a  a t  t h e  time t h a t  t h e  remark was made by General  
LIPSCOMB--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Give o r  take--

Q *  That he was d i s s a t i s f i e d  wi th  c l o s i n g  w i t h  t h e  
enemy? 

A. Righ t ,  g i v e  o r  t a k e  a few days o r  a week ox two, 
t h a t ' s  about  a s  c l o s e  as  I can p i n  i t  down. But I j u s t  f e e l ,  
I ' m  s u r e  i t  was i n  March--during t h a t  t ime  p e r i o d .  

MR WALSH: During t h e  pe r iod  you were on t h e  ground,  d i d  you 
s e e  anyth ing  of s i g n i f i c a n c e ?  
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A. I d i d n ' t  s e e  any Vietnamese a t  a l l .  

Q - You went out  when somebody was wounded and the  C&C 
s h i p  came down t o  pick him up? 

A. Right.  

Q. And where d i d  you go from t h e r e ?  

A. I went back and w e  wa i t ed ,  I guess ,  u n t i l  almost 
n i g h t f a l l  u n t i l  t he  Charl ie-Charl ie  s h i p  went back t o  Duc Pho. 

Q. And how d i d  you g e t  back t o  Duc Pho? 

A. By the  Charlie-Charlie.  I guess j u s t  on t h a t  f a c t ,  
t h a t  I remember t h e  128 and 3 weapons and t h e  going back t o  
Duc Pho l a t e  i n  t h e  af te rnoon,  would t ake  i t  away from March 
16th .  

Q. In  o t h e r  words, you heard the  128 through t h e  
b r i e f i n g ?  

A. Right . 
Q But you were up a t  Dot t i e  u n t i l  l a t e  i n  t h e  a f t e r -  
noon. You wouldn ' t  have been a t  the  b r i e f i n g  t h a t  n igh t  i f  
you were on the  ground? 

A. I c a n ' t  say f o r  s u r e  I came back on t h e  Charl ie-  
Char l i e  t h a t  a f te rnoon o r  when, bu t  I know most of t h e  t i m e  
I d id  come back on t h e  Charl ie-Charl ie  when it was very l a t e .  

COL WILSON: Let  me be s u r e  t h a t  I understand you again.  You 
t o l d  me t h a t  you normally--most of your b roadcas t s  were "Chieu 
Hoi." This is p r imar i ly  what-- 

A. ( In te rpos ing)  T h a t ' s  t h e  ones I went on. Now as 
I r e c a l l  I only went on about t h r e e  of them--about a l l  I 
e v e r  went on. Most of my work was s t r i c t l y  confined t o  c i v i l  
af fa i r s .  

Q. But do you remember o r  know i f  t h e r e  was eve r  a 
broadcas t  which advised--at any' t ime,  which advised t h e  in -  
h a b i t a n t s  of t h e  a r e a  r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  P i n k v i l l e  t o  g e t  out  of 
t h e r e ?  
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A. I do remember t h a t  t h e r e  were numerous broadcas ts  
made of t h a t  type.  

Q What type? 

A. To leave  t h e  a rea .  

Q. Was t h i s  a s tandard  broadcas t  o r  something t h a t  
was a taped broadcas t?  

A. Yes, sir. I d o n ' t  remember i f  i t  was taped o r  
no t ,  bu t  I do remember t h e r e  were numerous broadcas ts  made 
i n  a reas  t o  leave  t h e  a r e a ,  j u s t  l i k e  t h e r e  were numerous 
broadcas ts  made, "do n o t  run" and "Chieu Hoi" broadcas ts .  

(COL FRANKLIN en te red  t h e  hear ing .  ) 

Q. You d o n ' t  know i f  t h e s e  broadcas ts  were made i n  
t h i s  a rea  o r  not?  

A. No, sir.  

Q D o  you know of a l e a f l e t  t h a t  advised people t o  
leave  any a r e a ,  i n  o t h e r  words, g e t  ou t  of t h i s  a r e a  f o r  any 
reason? 

A. Right. They were normally made. I do remember 
them down south  now n e a r  our  CP near  Duc Pho, o u t  nea r  t h e  
beach. I ' m  s u r e  they were made up i n  t h i s  a r e a  too.  I c a n ' t  
s t a t e  it f o r  a f a c t ,  b u t  I know t h a t  they were. 

Q What d i d  t h e  l e a f l e t s  say?  

A. I never read  i t ,  b u t  I saw a book of l e a f l e t s  one 
t ime,  an index. As f a r  as I remember, they probably s a i d  t o  
t h e  e f f e c t  t o  g e t  o u t ,  leave  t h e  a r e a ,  you w i l l  be more se-
cure near Highway 1, and t h e  Vietnamese Government w i l l  t a k e  
c a r e  of you i f  you w i l l  move t o  these  a r e a s .  I f  you s t a y  
out  i n  these  ou t ly ing  a reas  t h a t  poss ib ly  you w i l l  be h u r t  
by--1 mean the V@ will t a k e  advantage of you, and you might 
be h u r t  by a r t i l l e r y  o r  something. 

MR WALSH: Captain,  was t h e r e  an SOP i n  the  b r igade  S5 shop? 

A. Yes, s i r .  
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Q- Writ ten  one? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q Do you have a copy of i t ?  

A. N o ,  s i r ,  I d o n ' t .  

Q How long was i t ?  

A. About as long a s  t h a t  book. 

Q. Was i t  p r i n t e d  o r  typewri t ten?  

A. A s  I r e c a l l  we--Captain KESHEL rev i sed  our  SOP, 
and i t  was typed and run o f f  from the s t e n c i l  machine. \ h e n  
w e  f i r s t  go t  t o  Vietnam, he  took t h e  SOP and completely re-
v i s e d  it. 

Q Where had he g o t t e n  t h e  one . t h a t  w a s  t h e r e ,  from 
Task Force.  OREGON? 

A. It w a s  t he  one t h a t  came from Schof ie ld  when t h e  
br igade  was t h e r e .  

9- I see. H e  r ev i sed  t h e  b r igade  SOP a f t e r  reaching 
Vietnam? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q H e  had i t  retyped i n  t h e  o f f i c e ?  

A. This was the  S5 p a r t ,  sir.  I t  w a s  t h e  S5 p o r t i o n  
of t h e  b r igade  SOP. I do know i t  was rev i sed .  

Q It was an annex t o  t h e  br igade  SOP? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q What c o n t a c t  d id  you have w i t h  the Son Tinh D i s -
t r i c t ?  

A. Myself, no personal  c o n t a c t ,  j u s t  through Captain 
GOUZOULES . 
Q Did you know Major or Colonel GAVIN? 
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A. I b e l i e v e  h e  was t h e  a d v i s o r  j u s t  n o r t h  o f  Quang 
Ngai, s i t t i n g  up on a mountain. 

Q T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  T h a t ' s  t h e  Son T inh  D i s t r i c t  Head-
q u a r t e r s ,  i s n ' t  i t ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  s o .  

Q. Did you have any c o n t a c t  w i t h  him? 

I met him one t ime.  

Q You d i d n '  t s e e  him f r e q u e n t l y  though? 

A. N o ,  s ir .  I n  t a l k i n g  w i t h  Capta in  GOUZOULES, I 
unders tand he d i d .  

Q So I g e t  from your  tes t imony t h a t  any so la t iu rn  
payments o r  any in fo rma t ion  de r ived  from the Son Tinh D i s -
t r i c t  would n o t  have come t o  you,  b u t  was r a t h e r  passed  on t o ..:-
our  Greek-- . t 

-, 

L" 

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Capta in  GOUZOULES? 

& Capta in  GOUZOULES--

A. Capta in  GOUZOULES, t o  u s ,  t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n .  

Q And you would h e a r  from Capta in  GOUZOULES about  
any m a t t e r s  t h a t  were i n  t h e  Task Force  Barker  area--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  We had t h e  money. 

Q - Right .  How would t h e  money g e t  from you t o  the 
people  i n  t h e  Task Force  Barker  a r e a .  

A. He would e i t h e r  come down and p ick  i t  up person-
a l l y ,  o r  we would t a k e  i t  up t o  him. 

Q. Did you g e t  r e p o r t s  of  c i v i l i a n  p r o p e r t y  damage 
and c i v i l i a n  i n j u r i e s  from t h e  Task Force  Barker  A0 r e g u l a r l y ?  

A. Not a s  r e g u l a r  a s  w e  d i d  i n  t h e  o t h e r  a r e a .  

Q. Was Captain--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  GOUZOULES . 
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Q* GOUZOULES p r e t t y  busy watching a f t e r  h i s  own a r e a  
a s  w e l l  a s  Task Force  Barker  AO, o r  what o t h e r  reasons  do you 
t h i n k  might  e x p l a i n  why you d i d n '  t have as much c o n t a c t  w i t h  
t h a t  d i s t r i c t  a s  with your  o t h e r s ?  

A. P a r t  of i t  could be  because t h e - - i t ' s  my p rofes -
s i o n a l  op in ion  now. The S5 probably d i d n ' t  have a good 
working r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  t h e  commanders o f  t h e  d i s t r i c t  o r  
t h e  d i s t r i c t  a d v i s o r s ,  o r  p a r t i c u l a r l y  w i t h  t h e  commanders. 
I n  o t h e r  words,  c i v i l  a f f a i r s  is--even though i t  r e a l l y  i s n '  t 
on t h e  books,  a c t u a l l y  i t ' s  a new o p e r a t i o n  and many com-
manders don 't have any t r u s t  i n  i t . 
& Did Colonel  HENDERSON have--do you have t h e  i m -
p r e s s i o n  t h a t  Colonel  HENDERSON d i d n ' t  have much t r u s t  in--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  We had complete coope ra t ion  w i t h  
Colonel  HENDERSON. I do r e c a l l  one t ime t h a t  Colonel  HENDERSON 
had t o  c a l l  i n  a p a r t i c u l a r  commander. I b e l i e v e  he j u s t  
c a l l e d  one commander and l e t  i t  be known t h a t  a b e t t e r  work-
i n g  r e l a t i o n s h i p  was going t o  have t o  t a k e  p l a c e  between him 
and the  S5 , because many t imes w e  were shoved a s i d e ,  which 
i s  unders tandable .  I worked b o t h  s i d e s  o f  t h e  f ence ,  c i v i l  
a f  f a i r s  and o u t  on t h e  ground w i t h  t h e  u n i t s ,  and I under-
s t a n d  what has  t o  come f i r s t .  But I a l s o  unders tand t h a t  
c i v i l  a f f a i r s  is  a n e c e s s i t y  which many commanders do not--

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  W e l l  now, who a r e  the commanders--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I don 't b e l i e v e  many commanders do. 

Q.  Did Colonel  HENDERSON e v e r  speak t o  Colonel  BARKER 
about  t h e  problem you j u s t  de sc r ibed?  

A. Not t h a t  I r e c a l l .  Now I knew Colonel  BARKER 
f a i r l y  c l o s e ,  and never  had any t r o u b l e  working w i t h  Colonel  
BARKER. I n  f a c t ,  we had an o u t s t a n d i n g  working r e l a t i o n s h i p .  

Q.  What I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  i s  a l i t t l e  f u r t h e r  d e t a i l  
on your  op in ion  concerning t h e  r ea sons  why you had l e s s  con-
t a c t  w i t h  c i v i l i a n  p r o p e r t y  and p e r s o n a l  damage i n  the Son 
Tinh D i s t r i c t  t han  you had i n  the o t h e r  areas of o p e r a t i o n s ?  

A. I t  p o s s i b l y  could be t h a t  the going was slow up 
t h e r e  f o r  Capta in  GOUZOULES. F i r s t ,  he  had  t o  have t r a n s -
p o r t a t i o n .  You c a n ' t  go walking o u t  i n  t h e  bush by y o u r s e l f ,  
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and he h.ad t o  have t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  which had t o  be i n  t h e  
form of hopping r i d e s  on t h e  Charl ie-Charl ie  when it went i f  
t h e r e  was room. I f  t h e r e  was n o t  room, he would never go. 
And i f  t h e  platoon on t h e  ground d i d  n o t  r e p o r t  i n c i d e n t s  t o  
t h e  commander and on up, Captain GOUZOULES would never have 
known anyway . 
Q Captain GOUZOULES was n o t  taken  t o  Dot t i e  was he? 

A. No, s i r .  La te r  he was, b u t  a t  t h a t  t ime he was 
at--he was on t o p  of a mountain j u s t  northwest of D o t t i e ,  
south  of t h e  Son Tinh River.  I b e l i e v e  it  was t h e  Son Tinh 
River. I mean f u r t h e r  n o r t h  was Son Tinh River ,  j u s t  north-
west of Dot t i e  was t he  temporary f i r e  base.  He was t h e r e ,  and 
he  a l s o  s p e n t  some time f u r t h e r  nor th  when he had t h e  r e a r  
a rea  j u s t  across  t h e  road from Chu Lai .  He s p e n t  time a t  
both p laces .  

Q Can I sum t h a t  up by saying  t h a t  you pe r sona l ly  
o r  Captain KESHEL had n o t  a d i r e c t  c o n t a c t  wi th  t h e  Son Tinh :O 
D i s t r i c t  Headquarters s i n c e  t h a t  was handled through Captain -.' 
GOUZOULES. He was i n  a nearby f i r e  base with a d d i t i o n a l  re- L A :  

s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  another  b a t t a l i o n  opera t ing  i n  t h e  ad jacen t  
a r e a  t o  t h e  west of Highway l ?  d C >  

-L. 

r-: 

A. I purposely d i d  t ake  money one time t o  Captain 
GOUZOULES, and I met him a t  LZ Dot t i e .  The exac t  time on 
this I do not--I cannot  set .  

Q What con tac t  d i d  you have wi th  t h e  M I  Detachment 
a t  Duc Pho o r  any por t ion  of i t  from your permanent base t h a t  
was up a t  LZ Dot t i e?  

A. I d i d  have con tac t  wi th  them. 

Q .  What was t h e  n a t u r e  of i t ?  

A. I go t  t o  t h i n k  about it. I d i d  go o u t  on a couple 
of missions w i t h  t h e  M I  detachment, and t h e  reasons I cannot 
remember. But I was o u t  on opera t ions  with them two o r  t h r e e  
t imes.  Although whi le  I was i n  S5,  I worked wi th  them more 
c l o s e l y  than  when I was i n  t h e  Cav. 

Q When you were i n  t h e  S 5 ,  d id  you g e t  any r e p o r t s  
from the  M I  detachment of e i t h e r  VC propaganda o r  sources  of 
i n t e l l i g e n c e  t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  Task Force Barker had k i l l e d  
a l o t  of people? 
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A. NO,  s i r .  

Q. They destroyed a  l o t  of property i n  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  
a rea?  

A. No, s i r .  

Q You never heard anything about t h a t ?  

A. NO,  s i r ,  s u r e  haven ' t .  

Q I ' d  l i k e  t o  show you Exh ib i t  M - 3 5 ,  an English 
t r a n s l a t i o n  o f  VC propaganda. I w i l l  ask you, you d o n ' t  have 
t o  read  every word, t o  t ake  a look a t  i t  and l e t  me know i f  
you have eve r  seen  t h a t ,  anything l i k e  i t ,  o r  eve r  d iscussed  
anything l i k e  i t  with anyone i n  Task Force Barker o r  t h e  11th 
Brigade o r  t h e  M I  detachment? (COL WILSON handed t h e  docu-
ment t o  the  wi tness  .) 

A. I do n o t  r e c a l l  i t ,  s ir .  

Q You have no r e c o l l e c t i o n  o f  see ing  it o r  anything 
l i k e  t h a t ?  

A. I do n o t  r e c a l l .  I do remember one c a p t a i n  i n  t h e  
M I  complaining two o r  t h r e e  t imes of p o s s i b l e  wrongdoings, 
b u t  he never could p inpo in t  i t  o r  anything.  H i s  name I do 
n o t  remember. He was of medium b u i l d ,  medium h e i g h t ,  k ind  of 
heavy, dark-haired,  b lack  h a i r .  

Q 0 LABRIOLA? 

A. LABRIOLA, r i g h t ,  and I remember him complaining. 
You know--probably some d i scuss ions  t h a t  t h e  t roops  i n  t h e  
f i e l d  probably do th ings  they  shouldn t ,  which i s  something 
I always b e l i e v e  happens. Not a s  a normal r o u t i n e ,  b u t .  ... 
Q Were Captain LABRIOLA1s  complaints i n  terms of  
p r i s o n e r s ,  de ta inees  turned  i n  were bea ten ,  o r  was i t  i n  
connection wi th  t h e  shoot ing  of c i v i l i a n s  o u t  i n  t h e  f i e l d ?  

A. I do n o t  remember t h e  e x a c t  con ten t .  A l l  t h e  
p r i soners  t h a t  I saw t h a t  were coming t o  the  MI--what I saw 
they looked i n  p r e t t y  good shape,  e s p e c i a l l y  a f t e r  t h e  M I - -
I never saw any maltreatment of  them whi le  w e  were c lose  t o  
t h e  M I ,  and t h e i r  PW cage was r i g h t  n e x t  t o  us. La te r  on 
they  moved t h e  PW cage when they  moved from Carantan t o  Bronco. 
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Q. Do you r e c a l l  e v e r  g e t t i n g  any r e p o r t s  from Captain 
GOUZOULES o r  from anywhere e l s e  of any of t h e  c i v i l i a n s  o r  any 
of t h e  d i s t r i c t  o r  province o f f i c i a l s  being upse t  by any la rge-
s c a l e  k i l l i n g  of c i v i l i a n s  o r  d e s t r u c t i o n  of proper ty  i n  t h e  
Task Force Barker a rea?  

A.  I know t h a t  Captain GOUZOULES complained and men-
t ioned t o  a c e r t a i n  commander, I d o n ' t  remember who it was 
and t h i s  i s  more hearsay through Captain KESHEL and I t a l k i n g ,  
t h a t  Captain GOUZOULES made mention t o  a commander t h a t  mal-
t rea tment  o r  c e r t a i n  i l l e g a l  a c t s  had taken p lace .  I t ' s  n o t  
i n  p a r t i c u l a r  r e fe rence  t o  t h i s ,  and I c a n ' t  f i x  t h e  d a t e  o r  
t h e  t ime on i t .  

Q Was t h a t  b e f o r e  you went t o  t h e  Cavalry platoon? 

A. Yes, s i r .  The commander s e t  Captain GOUZOULES, s o  
t o  speak,  i n  h i s  p l a c e ,  t o l d  him t o  j u s t  s h u t  up. I do r e c a l l  
h i m  complaining of t h i s .  

Q Now, l e t  me t r y  t o  g e t  t h i s  s t r a i g h t ?  C a ~ t a i n  
GOUZOULES complained t o  Captain KESHEL--

a3.b 
-. 

( In te rpos ing)  - O r  t h e  word g o t  back t o  Captain 1. ': A. 
KESHEL . Captain GOUZOULES complained t o  a commander t h a t  
something--some wrongdoing had happened, and t h e  commander ' A  

as.:, 

j u s t  t o l d  him t o  s t e p  a s i d e .  .& 

a .  Captain KESHEL t o l d  you t h i s ?  

A. Right,  

Q So, you l ea rned  about it from Captain RESKEL 
r a t h e r  than Captain GOUZOULES? 

A. Right ,  it was i n  our  everyday t a l k i n g .  We s t ayed  
i n  t h e  same hootch a t  n i g h t .  

& - Do you remember anything more of what it was t h a t  
Captain GOUZOULES complained about? 

A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t .  

a - It had something t o  do wi th  mistreatment  of c i v i l -
i ans?  

A .  Right. 
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Q Do you r e c a l l  whether i t  was something t o  do wi th  
mi s t r ea tmen t  of  one c i v i l i a n ,  o r  was i t  on a l a r g e r  s c a l e  
t h a n  t h a t ?  

A. No, s i r ,  I don' t know. I j u s t  r e c a l l  t h e  i n c i d e n t .  

Q .  Was the commander Colonel  BARKER? 

A. I d o n ' t  even r e c a l l  t h a t ,  s i r .  I t  could  have 
e i t h e r  been Colonel  BARKER o r  Colonel  ADKINS, which I do n o t  
know. I do r e c a l l  t h a t  Colonel  ADKINS and Capta in  GOUZOULES 
d i d n ' t  g e t  a long  very good. I do r e c a l l  t h a t .  

Q Now Colonel  BARKER was n o t  Capta in  GOUZOULES' 
commander, was he?  

A. No. 

Q H e  was more o r  l e s s  your  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  f o r  Son 
Tinh D i s t r i c t ?  

A. Right  . 
Q. Was he  under--was Captain  GOUZOULES under--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  He was a t t a c h e d  t o  Colonel  ADKINS. 

Q Then he was n o t  a member of  Task Force Barker? 

A. P e r  se ,  no. H e  was r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  r e p o r t i n g  any-
t h i n g  t h a t  happened t h e r e .  

Q - That r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  r a n  t o  you and back t o  b r i g a d e  
headqua r t e r s?  

A. R igh t ,  s i r .  

Q But o t h e r  t h a n  t h a t  one i n c i d e n t ,  you d o n ' t  r e c a l l  
h e a r i n g  anyth ing  o r  r e c e i v i n g  any r e p o r t s  of  ei ther  a c i v i l i a n  
o r  a d i s t r i c t  o r  p rov ince  o f f i c i a l  b e i n g  u p s e t  by any a c t i o n  
of  Task Force B a r k e r ' s  t r o o p s  i n  t h a t  a r e a ?  

A .  No, s i r .  

Q Did you e v e r  h e a r  t h a t  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was be ing  
conducted i n t o  t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  of  Task Force Barker? 
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A. No, sir. 

Q • Did you e v e r  h e a r  of a propaganda pamphlet being 
handed through t h e  wire  a t  LZ Uptight by a c h i l d  t h a t  had 
a l l e g a t i o n s  i n  it with r e s p e c t  t o  mistreatment  of c i v i l i a n s  
on a l a r g e  s c a l e ,  a massacre o r  something? 

A. No, s ir ,  but  I do remember t h a t  t h e r e  was an 
i n c i d e n t  where t h e r e  was propaganda pamphlets passed ou t  
somewhere, But t h e  t ime on t h a t  and context  I d o n ' t  remember. 

Q You d o n ' t  remember anything more about i t  then? 

A. No. 

Q Did you e v e r  have d iscuss ions  wi th  people i n  the 
I 0  shop about Task Force Barker ' s  ope ra t ion?  

A. I t a l k e d  a l o t  of t imes t o  people i n  the P I O ,  n o t  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  the  head t h e r e ,  Lieutenant  MOODY. I never 
spoke t o  him much, but--

Q . ( In te rpos ing)  Lieutenant  DUNN? C.3 
i f ,  

A. Lieutenant  DUNN, and t h e r e  was one o t h e r  l i e u t e n a n t  L' : 
i n  t h e r e  and I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  h i s  name. But DUNN was one of 
them. He was a t a l l ,  dark-headed boy. e,.

-* 

T-4 

Q Did he ever  show you any p i c t u r e s  taken on Task 
Force Barker ' s  ope ra t ions?  

A. I sometimes--when I went t o  e a t  lunch,  I would 
s t o p  by the  P I O .  I remember s topping  and looking through 
t h e i r  p i c t u r e s ,  b u t  I never r e c a l l  any p i c t u r e s  l i k e  t h i s .  

Q *  Did you e v e r  s e e  any p i c t u r e s  whi le  you were i n  
t h e r e  of s o l d i e r s  p u t t i n g  t h e  torch  t o  hootches? 

A .  No, sir .  

Q Did you e v e r  h e a r  anything about burning hootches? 

A. Passed around I have,  b u t  I c a n ' t  put  no t i m e  on 
t h a t .  I ' v e  heard  t h a t  i t  was done. 
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Q Did you know whether  t h e r e  was a d i v i s i o n  po l i cy
a g a i n s t  t h e  bu rn ing  o f  hootches?  

A. I d i d n ' t  r e a ?  any SOP'S, b u t  I was s u r e  it was 
j u s t  one o f  t!nem t h i n g s  that you d i d n ' t  do. 

Q a Did you e v e r  h e a r  t h a t  on any of Task Force B a r k e r ' s  
o p e r a t i o n s ,  t hey  d i d  a l o t  of i t ?  

A. ., A l l  I remember about t h e  o p e r a t i o n  of  Task Force  
Barker  i n  t h a t  r e s p e c t  i s  they  had a l l  t h e  c o n t a c t .  

Q - I n  o t h e r  words, t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  b r i g a d e  a r e a  was 
very q u i e t  d u r i n g  t h e  period--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Reasonably q u i e t ,  ye s .  

Q . Before  you moved t o  t h e  Calvary p l a t o o n ,  and t h e  
on ly  a c t i o n  t h e  b r i g a d e  w a s  hav ing  was up i n  t h e  Task Force  
Barker  a r e a ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q Did you f r e q u e n t l y  go up t o  d i v i s i o n  headqua r t e r s  
t o  g e t  money f o r  s o l a t i u m  payments? 

A. Yes, s i r .  For a w h i l e  I went  up a lmost  every week 
myself .  

9. Where d i d  you g e t  t h e  money from? 

A. From t h e  Negro c a p t a i n .  

Q. Anybody e l s e ?  

A. One of them was Capta in  WOODARD. I b e l i e v e  h i s  
name was Capta in  WOODARD. There  was one o t h e r  c a p t a i n  o r  
major b e f o r e  him. I c a n ' t  remember who t h i s  f e l l ow was. 

Q *  ANISTRANSKI? 

A. Colonel  ANISTRANSKI was the G 5 .  I p icked  up t h e  
money, I b e l i e v e ,  i n  t h e  GI--the p i a s t e r ?  

Q Did you e v e r  h e a r  Cap ta in  KESHEL t e l l  you t h a t  
Colonel  ANISTRANSKI had t o l d  him t h a t  Task Force  Barker  and 
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maybe the e n t i r e  b r igade  w a s  i n  b i g  t r o u b l e  over  t h e  opera-
t i o n s  i n  t h e  Task Force Barker a rea?  

A. I heard  Captain KESHEL t a l k  about Colonel 
ANISTRANSKI almost every day, almost--in o t h e r  words, he  was 
almost the b i g  s t i c k .  Whenever he  would come down there, ac-
cording t o  Captain KESHEL, he was always r a i s i n g  h e l l  about  
something. 

Q- I d o n ' t  t h i n k  you answered my q u e s t i o n  d i r e c t l y .  
Did you e v e r  h e a r  Captain KESHEL t e l l  you--

A. ( In terpos ing)  I b e l i e v e  so. 

Q. Beg pardon? 

A. I b e l i e v e  so .  

Q 0 What e x a c t l y  can you r e c a l l ?  

A. I cannot r e c a l l  anything. A l l  I can r e c a l l - - I ' m  
s u r e  I remember Colonel ANISTRANSKI, I mean Captain KESHEL, 
be ing  on t h e  phone. He t a l k e d  about--you had b e t t e r  g e t  
th ings  s t r a i g h t  as far as  t r ea tmen t  of people down t h e r e .  I 
remember t h i s ,  t h a t  is a11 I can remember. 

Q- What d i d  Captain KESHEL do t o  g e t  t h i n g s  s t r a i g h t ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know. 

Q You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  anything unusual? 

A. This I b e l i e v e  might have been p a r t  of--I know 
Captain KESHEL went t o  s e e  Colonel HENDERSON. I b e l i e v e  t h i s  
might have been t h e  lead-in t o  Colonel HENDERSON t a l k i n g  t o  
the  commanders, o r  one p a r t i c u l a r  commander, which I do n o t  
remember who it was. 

Q Now, what do you mean by t h e  lead- in  t o  Colonel 
HENDERSON t a l k i n g  t o  one of h i s  commanders? 

A. Like I mentioned a l i t t l e  while  ago, somehow Colo-
n e l  HENDERSON g o t  the  word t h a t  poss ib ly  Captain GOUZOULES 
was n o t  g e t t i n g  along wi th  the  commanders. Apparently t h e  
word g o t  t o  Colonel ANISTRANSKI, and i t  g o t  back t o  Colonel 
HENDERSON. He g o t  w i t h  KESHEL, and t h e  co lone l  g o t  with t h e  
commander. 
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Q. Was t h e  b a t t a l i o n  t h a t  Captain GOUZOULES was 
s t a t i o n e d  w i t h  another  one of t h e  b a t t a l i o n s  of  t h e  1 1 t h  
Brigade? 

A .  Y e s ,  s i r .  H e  was wi th  Colonel ADKINS. That was 
h i s  primary r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  and s i n c e  he was up t h e r e  i n  t h e  
Muscatine AO,  he was g e t t i n g  t h e  a d d d i t i o n a l  duty of doing 
t h e  r e p o r t i n g  f o r  anything t h a t  took p lace  i n  Task Force 
Barker. 

Q I would l i k e  t o  go back h e r e  j u s t  a moment and s e e  
i f  w e ' ' r e  t a l k i n g  about the same th ing .  W e  have some i n d i -
c a t i o n  t h a t  ANISTRANSKI t o l d  Captain KESHEL whi le  Captain 
KESHEL was a t  d i v i s i o n  headquar ters  t h a t  Task Force Barker 
and perhaps t h e  whole br igade  was i n  b i g  t r o u b l e  a s  a re-
s u l t  of opera t ions  i n  t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  AO. Now, I would l i k e  
f o r  you t o  be as  c l e a r  a s  you can as  t o  whether t h a t  k ind  of 
r e p o r t  i s  what Captain KESHEL t o l d  you about? 

A. I cannot p i n  it down, I r e a l l y  can'  t .  I wish I 
could.  

Q You j u s t  remember t h e r e  was one i n s t a n c e  where 
Captain KESHEL was on t h e  phone? 

A. Numerous. 

9- But,  you do remember something about a complaint 
r e l a t i n g  t o  Task Force Barker ' s  a r e a  o r  a t  l e a s t  r e l a t i n g  t o  
Captain GOUZOULES ' o p e r a t i o n a l  a r e a ?  

A. Well, i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t r ea tmen t  of people ,  whether 
he t a l k e d  about up nor th  o r  down sou th  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  

Q A l l  r i g h t .  

A. I do remember t h e r e  was a b i g  to-do, and Colonel 
ANISTRANSKI c a l l e d  KESHEL up t o  d i v i s i o n ,  which he d i d  a few 
times.  He a l s o  made t r i p s  down t o  the  b r igade ,  Colonel 
ANISTRANSKI d id .  Then t h e  co lone l  g o t  i n  on t h e  a c t ,  and 
t h e r e  was a meeting with t h e  commander involved o r  a l l  of 
them. This I do r e c a l l .  

( A t  this p o i n t ,  COL FRANKLIN departed t h e  hear ing  .) 

Q But o t h e r  than  t h e  f a c t  t h e r e  was a b i g  to-do, you
d o n ' t  know anything about  t h e  reasons  f o r  i t ?  
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A. No, sir. 

Q. Except that  you t h i n k  it may have involved Captain 
GOUZOULES? 

A. I n d i r e c t l y .  

Q .  Did you e v e r  h e a r  anything from any of  t h e  p i l o t s  
a t  Duc Pho about any unnecessary k i l l i n g s  of  c i v i l i a n s  up 
t h e r e  i n  the Task Force Barker a rea?  

A. I used t o  v i s i t  w i t h  t h e  a v i a t i o n  u n i t s  a t  n i g h t  
a few t i m e s .  We'd g e t  t o g e t h e r ,  and I don't--I  never recall 
this ever  happening, any mentioning o f  t h a t .  

Q - How d i d  Captain KESHEL g e t  a long w i t h  Colonel 
ANISTRANSKI? 

A. Colonel ANISTRANSKI--I' d like--he w a s  ve ry  f o r c e f u l ,  
and when he had something t o  say  he s a i d  it i n  no u n c e r t a i n  
terms. KESHEL, he  worked on whatever Colonel ANISTRANSKI--
b u t  h i s  t e l ephon ic  conversations--as soon a s  t h a t  was over ,  he 
k ind  of brushed i t  o f f ,  I mean a s  f a r  a s  t a l k i n g  wi th  h i m .  
~the ac ted  as  f a r  as I can remember. He a c t e d  whenever 

Colonel ANISTRANSKI r a i s e d  the d e v i l  about something. -7-
L3 
1'' 

Q Were t h e r e  any d i f f i c u l t i e s  between them? 
IS-

A * No, sir .  Colonel ANISTRANSKI was t h e  boss ,  and +: 

heneve ever he s a i d  i t ,  we d i d  it. r-i 

Q D i d  you know Colonel BLACKLEDGE? 

A ,  Yes, s i r ,  he was the S2 as  I r e c a l l .  

Q Did you g e t  any information from him wi th  r e s p e c t  
t o  r e p o r t s ,  propaganda, o r  handl ing of c i v i l i a n s ? ,  

A. No, s i r .  The b i g g e s t  t h i n g  I remember about 
Colonel BLACKLEDGE i s  he d i d n ' t  t r u s t  you. That 's a l l  I 
remember; t h a t ' s  t h e  b i g  t h i n g  t h a t  s t ands  o u t .  

Q. He didn ' t t r u s t  you? 

A. He d i d  n o t  t r u s t  t h e  Vietnamese. I n  o t h e r  words, 
he was always t o t a l l y  a g a i n s t  having t h e  c i v i l i a n s  on o u r  
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compound and anything t h a t  might involve  t h e  c i v i l i a n s  be ing  
c l o s e  t o  us o r  c lose  t o  our  equipment. He was always a g a i n s t  
it. 

Q What d i d  you t h i n k  of him? 

A. I l i k e  him. I thought  some of  h i s  i d e a s  might 
have looked o f f - t r a c k ,  b u t  I g o t  along with him. I worked 
wi th  him a few times.  S i r ,  d i d  you say you had a photograph 
of the  t r a i l ?  

COL W I L S O N :  Yes, b u t  I t h i n k  we '11 hold  o f f  on t h a t  f o r  the 
time be ing  . 
A. Okay. In  my mind I do know what t h e  p lace  looks 
l i k e  from the  ground. 

Q. You s t a t e d  I be l i eve  e a r l i e r  t h a t  you know of no 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  which was conducted--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  I d i d n ' t  h e a r  o f  any i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

Q In this mat t e r?  Regarding t h e  opera t ion  t h a t  took 
p lace  on t h e  1 6 t h  of March, Colonel BARKER prepared a combat 
a c t i o n  r e p o r t ,  da ted  t h e  28th of March, i n  which he descr ibed  
t h e  c p e r a t i o n  i n  he p a r t i c i p z t c d .  He made some recom-
mendations a t  t h e  end of h i s  r e p o r t ,  which a r e  i n  paragraph 
16.  Would you look a t  those recommendations and t e l l  m e  i f  
you have e v e r  seen  such a s ta tement?  (COL WILSON handed Ex-
h i b i t  R-2 t o  t h e  wi tness  .)  

A. I do n o t  r e c a l l  this p a r t i c u l a r  t h i n g ,  b u t  I do 
remember Colonel BARKER being somebody t h a t  thought along 
those  l i n e s .  

Q I n  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  o p e r a t i o n ,  he h i g h l i g h t e d  t h a t  
t h i s  i s  a s p e c i f i c  problem. My ques t ion  i s  d i d  t h i s  e v e r  
come t o  your a t t e n t i o n  as  a  recommendation from a b a t t a l i o n  
commander i n  t h e  11th  Brigade? 

A. I do remember t h a t  n e a r  t h e  end of my s t a y  i n  
c i v i l  a f f a i r s ,  Captain KESHEL was making p l a n s  f o r  t a k i n g  
MEDCAPS and PSYOP out  t o  t h e s e  o u t l y i n g  a r e a s  when a u n i t  
moved i n .  This  was i n  t h e  planning s t a g e ,  and he had p lans  
f o r  me t o  go with t h i s .  A s  f a r  as I know, I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  i t  
e v e r  t a k i n g  p lace .  
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Q- This recommendation that  you j u s t  r e a d ,  it 
pr imar i ly  concerned popula t ion  c o n t r o l ,  n o t  r ehab i l -
i t a t i o n  o r  medical  t rea tment .  It w a s  c o n t r o l  of re fu-
gees? 

A. Right. W e l l ,  t o  c o n t r o l  t h e  refugees  i n  
an area, you g o t  t o  have something t o  c o n t r o l  t h e m  w i t h .  

8 You ' r e  e x a c t l y  r i g h t .  

A. MEDCAPS, going o u t  w i t h  t h e  PSYOP team, 
going out--well,  a county f a i r  type  dea l .  W e  had a 
p r a c t i c e  county f a i r  ope ra t ion  next  t o  o u r  compound 
i n  t r a i n i n g  t o  go o u t  t o  t h e s e  ou t ly ing  a r e a s ,  and 
I l e f t  immediately a f t e r  t h i s  county f a i r .  

v Did i t  look l i k e  t h i s  procedure would be used 
I n  t h e  f u t u r e ?  

A. l i a n s  were be ing  made f o r  it t o  be used,  and 
i t  was my understanding t h a t  it was going t o  be.  Now c.3a f t e r  I went t o  t h e  Armored Cav, I l o s t  c o n t a c t  wi th  L-9 
Captain KESHEL, and I was more--I was independent Llen. 1 :' 
Z was a t t ached  t o  t h e s e  o t h e r  u n i t s ,  b u t  I d i d  n o t  work 
very c l o s e l y  wi th  them. I n  o t h e r  words, I moved r a p i d l y  

6 

every day. -= 4 

Q .; Wasn 't t h e r e  a c i v i l  a f f a i r s  detachment w i t h  
-the I l ikh  Sr igade?  

A. Yes, s i r .  We were i t .  

Q You were n o t  on t h e  br igade s t a f f  t \en? 

A. Yes, s i r ,  we were on t h e  br igade  s t a f f .  

Q Were you a member of t h e  c i v i l  a f f a i r s  
detachment? 

A. Okay. Now, we ' r e  t a l k i n g  about two d i f f e r e n t  
a reas  . 
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A .  Okay, i t  was a c a p t a i n .  I c a n ' t  remember h i s  
name, Lieutenant  J0I;XS took h i s  p lace .  Thei r  primary ac-
t i o n  was phys ica l  cons t ruc t ion  i n  t h e  a rea .  They b u i l t  
schools  and t h e  marketplaces and--in o t h e r  words, w e  were 
two independent units--

Q - .. ( In te rpos ing)  You were on the  br igade  s t a f f ?  

A. S t a f f .  

Q I n  a TOE s l o t ?  

A. Right. 

Q. You had a c i v i l  a f f a i r s  detachment t h a t  was a t -
tached--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  Right.  

Q To t h e  b r igade ,  i s  t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Right ,  t h e i r  primary t h i n g  w a s  b u i l d i n g .  They 
b u i l t  s choo l s ,  they b u i l t  market p l a c e s ,  they worked very 
c lose with tile d i s t r i c t  adv i so r  i n  d i s t r i b u t i n g  t h e  foods . 
Q- Well now, t h a t ' s  p r i m a r i l y  what they d i d ,  bu t  i s  
t h e r e  any reason why t h i s  detachment could n o t  have exer-
c i s e d  a s s i s t a n c e  i n  popula t ion  c o n t r o l  i n  combat opera t ions?  

A .  No reason why they  c o u l d n ' t .  

Q Were they t r a i n e d  t o  do t h a t ?  

A. Yes. I mean i n  t h e  t e x t  book, yes .  I n  a c t u a l i t y ,  
they d i d n ' t  do out--I mean w e  d i d n ' t  use them l i k e  t h a t .  

9 - This  t r a i n i n g  t h a t  you s a i d  was going on a t  t h e  
time you l e f t  your job as  t h e  a s s i s t a n t  S5, was i t  us ing  
t h i s  detachment f o r  t h a t  purpose,  o r  was t h a t  detachment 
t ak ing  c a r e  of  c i v i c  act ion programs with the Vietnamese? 

A. T h a t ' s  what they were doing,  c i v i c  a c t i o n s .  
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Q. Construct ion and s o  f o r t h ?  

A. Right ,  and they  w e r e  s t a y i n g  n e a r  t h e  highway 
and doing a l l  their-- they w e r e  nea r  Me v i l l a g e .  

Q. These were p a c i f i c a t i o n  a reas?  

A. Right. 
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Q. Had you heard  of o r  d i d  you have anything t o  
do wi th  the Vietnamese Nat ional  P o l i c e  working wi th  U.S. 
u n i t s  i n  opera t ions?  

A. I worked a few t imes ,  I was wi th  them when 
I was i n  t h e  Cav. When I was i n  t h e  S5, I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  
working w i t h  them. 

Q You d i d n ' t  have any c o n t a c t  with them, o r  
you d i d n ' t  answer a r eques t  from commanders t h a t  they  
wanted some National P o l i c e  t o  go with them i n  c e r t a i n  
a reas  such a s  t h i s ?  

A.  When t h a t  was done, and i t  was done a few 
t imes,  Captain KESKEL handled it. 

Q He d i d  handle i t ?  

A.  Right ,  he was t h e r e .  

Q. Did you know Sergeant  WARREN? 

A .  Right ,  he was an E-6 and he worked w i t h  t h e  
MP's. Then he s t a r t e d  working wi th  t h e  Nat ional  Po l i ce .  
I worked c l o s e l y  wi th  him a few times when I was i n  
t h e  Cav a l s o .  

Q Did you know Sergeant  WARREN when he had t h e  
MP detachment a t  Dot t i e?  

A. D o t t i e ,  r i g h t .  I knew him, b u t  I d i d n ' t  know 
him t h a t  c l o s e .  I worked r e a l  c l o s e  t o  him, b u t .  ... 
Q You s a i d  he l a t e r  worked wi th  t h e  Nat ional  
Po l i ce?  

A Right ,  s i r .  

Q I n  what capaci ty?  

A.  I n  o t h e r  words, he  went o u t  wi th  them a l l  
t h e  t i m e .  I guess he  was t h e  b r i g a d e ' s  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e .  
Every t ime I went with t h e  Nat ional  P o l i c e ,  Sergeant  
WARREN was w i t h  me. 
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Q. Was this a f t e r  Task Force Barker was d ises tab-
l i shed ,  was this l a t e r  on? 

A.  What do you mean--he was w i t h  t h e  National  
Police? 

& Y e s .  I mean you remembered him being there--

A. (Interposing)  I r e c a l l  t h a t  he went t o  t h e  
f i e l d  during this time when I was i n  S5. Who he went 
w i t h  I don ' t  know, b u t  I do remember him being i n  the 
f i e l d .  Because he was--I d o n ' t  know i f  he was mad a t  
me. H e  was an a c t i v e  t a l k e r .  He t a lked  about these  
th ings .  H e  t a lked  about I was i n  the f i e l d  yesterday 
and a11 day today .  and such and such happened. I don ' t  
r e c a l l  exac t ly  what he s a id .  

Q. But what I 'm- -

A.  ( In terpos ing)  H e  was s t a t i oned  during t h a t  c3
time a t  Dot t ie .  Cg; 

Lc" 

Q. This i s n ' t  t h e  time t h a t  you say he was 
working with the  m i l i t a r y  po l i ce  i n  the  brigade? dk -

Y-4 
A .  No. H i s  primary duty a t  t h a t  t ime, I be-
l i e v e  was con t ro l l i ng  t h e  M P ' s  a t  Dot t ie .  But he d id  
g e t  t o  go t o  t he  f i e l d ,  who with I don ' t  know. 

Q My quest ion was d id  he work a s  a--I would sup-
pose from your desc r ip t ion  he would be a l i a i s o n  t o  t he  
National Pol ice  a f t e r  Task Force Barker was d ises tab-
l i shed ,  o r  was it before Task Force Barker was deact-
ivated?. 

A. I know it was a f t e r ,  b u t  y e t  I know he went 
t o  the  f i e l d  before .  I don ' t know i f  he went t o  the 
f i e l d  w i t h  t he  National Pol ice .  

Q Sergeant WARREN supposedly o r  a l l eged ly  made 
an o f f e r  t o  Colonel BARKER t o  provide F i e ld  Force Na-
t i o n a l  Pol ice  f o r  an opera t ion .  Does t h i s  sound l i k e  
something t h a t  he would be ab le  t o  set  up? 

A.  It  sounds l i k e  him t a l k i n g ,  yes ,  sir.  
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Q Do you th ink  he could ar range  t h i s ?  

A. I t ' s  through t h e  wrong channels ,  b u t  l l m  
s u r e  i t  could be done. 

Q He o f f e r e d ,  1 thin'k,' t h e s e  people i n  some 
numbers f o r  populat ion con t ro l  f o r  an e x e r c i s e  t h a t  was 
t o  t ake  p l a c e ,  I b e l i e v e ,  i n  February,  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h i s ,  b u t  t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  con-
t r o l  I b e l i e v e  is  under t h e  opera t ion--par t ly  under the  
opera t ion  of  the  MP's  a l s o .  

Q It s o r t  of s p l i t  the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t h e r e ?  

A. We have r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of i t ,  b u t  I th ink  i t ' s  
one of t h e i r  d u t i e s .  They d i d  it .  

Q Were you aware t h a t  Nat ional  Po l i ce  were wi th  
- - Task Force Barker on any opera t ions? '  Would you know t h i s ?  

Would you know about i t  i n  your p o s i t i o n ?  

A. I d i d n '  t know. I d i d n ' t  know. 

Q Don't you th ink  you should know about i t  more 
o r  l e s s  a s  t h e  overseers  f o r  c i v i l  a f f a i r s  of t h e  br igade?  

A .  I ' d  say  I should,  b u t  t h a t ' s  i n  t h e  t e x t  books. 
I should ,  b u t  I d i d n ' t .  

Q Normally is  it--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  I know t h a t  sometimes t h e  S5 d i d  
go--this i s  going t c  c o n t r a d i c t  what I s a i d  a l i t t l e  a whi le  
ago about sending National  Po l i ce .  It j u s t  s t r u c k  me, b u t  
I do remember g e t t i n g  i n  touch with t h e  MP ' s  t o  send ou t  
Nat ional  Po l i ce .  T h a t ' s  something t h a t  j u s t  came t o  me. 

Q. For Task Force Barker? 

A .  I d o n ' t  remember t h a t ,  b u t  w e  d i d  send out--
w e  d i d  g e t  wi th  t h e  MP 's--

Q ( In te rpos ing)  I n  o t h e r  words, t h e  r e q u e s t  came 
t o  you f o r  Nat ional  Po l i ce?  

(WADSWORTH) 39 APP T-210 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

A. And then  we contacted the MP's and the M I  t o  
work it ou t .  

8 Do you r e c a l l  any arrangements e v e r  be ing  
made by Sergeant  WARREN f o r  t h e  Nat ional  P o l i c e  t o  sup-
p o r t  a Task Force Barker opera t ion?  

A.  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  

Q Did you e v e r  h e a r  anyming about i t ?  D i d  you 
e v e r  h e a r  anything on h i s  recommendation? 

A. I don1t r e c a l l .  

Q I show you t h e  f i r s t  i n c l o s u r e  t h e r e  which 
is an unsigned s ta tement .  Have you e v e r  s e e n  t h a t ?  

(COL WILSON handed Exh ib i t  R-1 t o  wi tness  .) 

A. T don'k r e c a l l  t h a t ,  sir.  

Q You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t  s ta tement?  

A .  N o ,  s i r .  

Q There ' s  a propaganda document. The next  in-
c losure  which was r e a l l y  t h e  answer t o  i t  was inc luded 
i n  t h e  r e p o r t  of i n v e s t i g a t i o n  by Colonel HENDERSON. I 
draw your a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  second page of t h i s  document, 
t o  the  a r e a  t h e r e  t h a t  is o u t l i n e d  i n  p e n c i l .  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t .  

Q 9 Have you &ver  seen  anything t h a t  s p e c i f i c  i n  
a propaganda document? 

A. No, sir. 

Q . I f  you as  an S5 had seen  t h i s  s ta tement  i n  a 
Vietnamese propaganda document o r  a t  l e a s t  a paper ,  would 
t h i s  have caused you t o  be concerned? 

A. I t ' s  something l ike - - i f  I ' d  seen  t h i s ,  I would 
d e f i n i t e l y  have remembered it. Whether Captain KESHEL had 
seen  something l i k e  t h i s ,  I do n o t  remember. I do know 
t h a t  when we happened t o  p ick  up l e t t e r s  o r  l e a f l e t s  o u t  
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i n  t h e  f i e l d ,  and suspec t ed  t h a t  they were VC-originated,  
w e  d i d  send  them t o  t h e  M I  and had them i n t e r p r e t e d .  But  
I do n o t - - d e f i n i t e l y  do no t .  And of t h e  many t h i n g s  t h a t  
I remember, I shou ld  d e t i n i t e l y  remember t h i s .  

Q You would've remembered ifi? 

A. I d e f i n i t e l y . .  .. 
Q And t h i s  could have caused some i n t e r e s t  on 
your  p a r t ,  i s  t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Well ,  something l i k e  t h i s  would have been 
t a l k e d  about--playing cards--

Q .  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Because it was d i f f e r e n t  from 
t h e  normal propaganda? 

A. D e f i n i t e l y .  Well ,  i t ' s  jus?. s o  l a r g e  a number 
I c o u l d n ' t  h e l p  from t a k i n g  n o t i c e  of t h i s .  

Q. Capta in  WADSWORTH, we w i l l  r e c e s s  u n t i l  to -
morrow morning and I would l i k e  f o r  you t o  be  i n  heqe 
about  0 8 4 5  i n  t h e  morning. Most of  t h e  q u e s t i o n s  t h a t  
I ' m  going t o  be concerned w i t h  tomorrow w i l l  b e  d e a l i n g  
t o  a g r e a t  e x t e n t  w i t h  p sycho log ica l  o p e r a t i o n s ,  a l though 
I w i l l  show you t h e  S5 l o g  f o r  t h e  p e r i o d  of 1 through 
3 1  March. Th i s  may b r i n g  some t h i n g s  back t o  you. 

A. You s a y  t h e  S 5  l og?  

Q T h a t ' s  c o r r e c t ,  f o r  t h a t  p e r i o d .  

A. Well ,  l i k e  I s a i d ,  I r e a l l y  w a s n ' t  i nvo lved  w i t h  
PSYPTAR. 
Q. But you have s a i d  a couple  of  t h i n g s  h e r e  t h a t  
I would l i k e  t o  q u e s t i o n  you a l i t t l e  f u r t h e r  on. 

A.  I s e e .  

Q And u n t i l  w e  convene tomorrow, t h a t ' s  a l l .  
The h e a r i n g  w i l l  be  r eces sed .  
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(The h e a r i n g  recessed  a t  1917 hours ,  22 January 
1970.) 

(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  0930 hours ,  2 3  Jan-
uary 1970. ) 

COL WILSON: The hea r ing  w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  

RCDR: The fo l lowing named persons a r e  p resen t :  COL 
WILSON,  LTC NOLL, and MAJ THOMAS. 

(The wi tness  was reminded he remained under 
oa th ,  and t e s t i f i e d  as fol lows :) 

COL WILSON: I have provided you with some documentation 
of previous opera t ions  conducted i n  t h i s  a rea .  I n  look-
i n g  back over t h e  m a t e r i a l ,  have you f i x e d  t h e  t i m e  that  
you were i n  t h e r e  w i t h  t h e  psychological  warfare  team? 

A. It was d e f i n i t e l y  a f t e r  these .  

&. It was a f t e r  February t h e n ,  is  t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Yes ,sir .  It was a f t e r  t h e s e  opera t ions .  

Q 9 

dt.

These opera t ions  were conducted i n  February.  u 

The nex t  l a rge - sca le  opera t ion  t h a t  was down t h e r e  t o  the p-4 

b e s t  of my knowiedge was on 16 March, which sounds t o  
me l i k e  y o u ' r e  t a l k i n g  about a per iod  a f t e r  16 March. 

A.  It  was a f t e r  t h e s e  I know. 

Q You d o n ' t  remember t h e s e  opera t ions  a t  a l l ,  
the  February opera t ions?  

A. I remember t h e  i n c i d e n t  tak ing  p lace .  I re-
member t h e  a c t i o n s  from t h e  commander's b r i e f i n g .  I 
d id  a l s o  r e c a l l  l a s t  n i g h t  t h a t  t h e r e  was one o t h e r  
o f f i c e r  t h a t  came down, I b e l i e v e ,  from t h e  198th.  
He was temporar i ly  placed as  S5 i n t o  Task Force Barker ,  
b u t  Captain GOUZOULES s t i l l  was overseeing t h e  opera t ion .  
I r e c a l l  he d i d n ' t  s t a y  t h e r e  very long. Now whether 
he DEROS'd o r  moved o u t ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  

Q Captain,  I have looked over  t h e  S5, 1 1 t h  
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Brigade log  f o r  t h e  month of March. I d o n ' t  f i n d  anywhere 
i n  those t h a t  so la t ium payments were made t o  any of t h e  
u n i t s  i n  Task Force Barker. Does it follow t h a t  Captain 
GOUZOULES d i d n ' t  make so la t iwn  payments f o r  any complaint 
i n  t h e  Task Force Barker a rea?  

A. I f  t h e r e  was any made, the  money went through 
him o r  t h i s  o t h e r  l i e u t e n a n t .  

Q. So, i f  we wanted t o  f i n d  out  what payments were 
made t o  t h e  Task Force Barker element during t h e  per iod  
they were opera t ing  i n  t h e  Muscantine a r e a ,  we would have 
t o  go t o  t h e  4 / 3 ,  i s  t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Yes, s i r .  Captain GOUZOULES should know t h i s  
o t h e r  l i e u t e n a n t ' s  name, because he worked with him a 
l i t t l e  whi le .  A s  I s a i d ,  t h i s  l i e u t e n a n t  d i d n ' t  s t a y  
t h e r e  very long. 

Q Yes, b u t  f o r  a record  of th i s - - l im n o t  looking 
f o r  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l ,  I am r e a l l y  1ook ing . fo r  t h e  record  
of payments, t h e  S5 -log, t h e  S5 of t h e  4/3? 

A. We should have a record  of i t  i n  the br igade  
S5. We should have a record  of it. 

Q- Well, as f a r  a s  I can determine from t h e  log ,  
every t i m e  a so la t ium pzyment was made it was en te red  
i n t o  t h e  log? 

A. I t  should 've  been en te red  wi th  the  coord ina tes ,  
t h e  person ' s  name, and the  circumstances.  

Q . There a r e  no e n t r i e s  i n  h e r e  f o r  Taslc Force 
Barker f o r  .the whole month although t h e r e  a r e  many 
so la t ium payments i n  he re .  This leads  me t o  b e l i e v e  
t h a t  t h e  payments were n o t  made o r  recorded a t  t h e  1 1 t h  
Brigade headquar ters?  

A. They shouldsve been. 

Q But i f  you gave l a r g e  sums of money t o  Captain 
GOUZOULES t o  pay so la t ium payments, why should t h e  b r igade  
maintain a  r ecord  of the i n d i v i d u a l s  pa id?  
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A. This w a s  t o  s e n t  t o  G 5 .  W e  were supposed t o  
make a l l  t h e  e n t r i e s  on t h e  so la t ium payments, t h e  co-' ' 

o r d i n a t e s  and the person ' s  name. That  w a s  supposed to  
be  pu t  i n  a d a i l y  log ,  and it was a l s o  supposed t o  be 
s e n t  t o  G 5 .  

Q. 3n the  10th  of March, t h e  l o g  c a r r i e d  an e n t r y  
which i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  a modified county f a i r  was h e l d  i n  
the v i c i n i t y  of coordina tes  BS 80 7387? 

A, That  should 've been o u t s i d e  t h e  Bronco base .  

0. I t  says  t h a t  search  and c l e a r  opera t ions  w e r e  
conducted w e s t  and ad jacen t  t o  t h e  county f a i r  area. 

A. The only county f a i r  t h a t  I can remember w a s  
t h a t  f i r s t  p r a c t i c e  run I t o l d  you about yes te rday ,  and 
it was r i g h t  o u t s i d e  of t h e  Duc Pho base  camp. 

Q - Well now, t h i s  d o e s n ' t  sound l i k e  a p r a c t i c e  
m e .  I ' l l  go on: 900 b a r s  of soap,  2,000 b a r s  of candy, 
25C 2ackages of  tobacco, 100 tubes of too thpas te ,  and s o  
forth. Does t h a t  sound l i k e  a pract i .ce? 

A, I t  was a l l  done r i g h t  along wi th  t h e  MEDCAP. 

Q Does t h a t  sound l i k e  a p r a c t i c e ?  

A. Well, it was c l o s e  t o  being as r e a l i s t i c  a s  
poss ib le .  

Q - The RDC's  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  an e f f o r t  t o  g e t  
t h e  people t o  a c t i v e l y  suppor t  the  GVN e f f o r t s ?  

A. I ' d  check the  coordinates  on t h a t .  

Q I t  s t a t e s  t h e  modified county f a i r  was h e l d  
i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of BS 807387 .  

A.  No, s ir .  T h a t ' s  f u r t h e r  south.  I n  o t h e r  
words, we had t h e  Muscantine A 0  and t h e r e  was a gap, 
and then t h e  Duc Pho AO. 

Q - I t  i s  f u r t h e r  south? 
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A. Y e s ,  sir.  

(2. Does this mean that--

A. ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )  The only one I r e c a l l  i s  t h e  
one t h a t  we held ou t s ide  t h e  compound. 

Q Down south? 

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q So this is n o t  i n  t h i s  a rea .  This i s  probably
t h e  one .you r e f e r r e d  t o ?  

4. . . Yes, sir. 

" Q. That d a t e  would have been t h e  1 0 t h  o f  March? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q Does t h a t  f i x  anything i n  your mind? 

(Witness gave a negat ive  response.  ) 

Q And you s t i l l  c a n ' t  r e c o l l e c t  when General  
LIPSCCIXS nads this ststezent abont getting 'die weapons 
and t h e  VC K I A  a t  t h e  same time? 

(Witness gave a negat ive  response.  ) 

Q Now t h e r e ' s  one o t h e r  q u e s t i o n  I want t o  t r y  
to  c l e a r  up. According t o  t h e  informat ion  we have and 
t h e  documentation t h a t  I showed you yes te rday ,  t h e  psy-
cho log ica l  ope ra t ions  which you went on a t  some pe r iod  
which you c a n ' t  r e c a l l  i n  t h e  Pi .nkvi l le  complex was n o t  
recorded a t  d i v i s i o n  l e v e l .  The q u e s t i o n  i n  t h e  back of 
my mind is how many psychologica l  ope ra t ions  t h a t  went 
on down t h e r e  were n o t  recorded i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n  records?  

A. S i r ,  I c o u l d n ' t  t e l l  you. I wasn ' t  involved 
i n  t h e  paper work, I mean a s  f a r  . a s  recording .  I had a--
Captain KESHEL handed me a s h e e t  of  paper ,  and he made 
assignments on t h a t  f o r  me t o  do. When I completed 
those ,  I had anotller. 
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Q. The second th ing  is t h a t  I ' m  s u r e  you must 've 
looked a t  t he  S5 journal  occasionally.  There i s  no en t ry  
i n  the S5 journal  t h a t  I can f i n d  t h a t  i nd i ca t e s  t he  
psychological opera t ions .  Would t h a t  be i n  the  S5 journal? 

(MR WALSH e n t e r s  the  hearing.  ) 

A. Division should have it. It should have been 
given t o  them. 

Q. Now, l e t .  m e  review this. 

A. I do r e c a l l  Captain KESHEL t a l k i n g  t o  d iv i s ion .  
He t o l d  them on the  phone where they had l e a f l e t s  dropped, 
and a t  the same time they ordered new l e a f l e t s  dropped 
and new loudspeaker broadcasts .  They were t e l l i n g  them 
where our PSYWAR teams broadcasted t h a t  day, and whether 
they rode up and down Highway 1 broadcast ing from a jeep 
or ~ fhe the rthey went t o  a c e r t a i n  p lace  i n  a he l i cop te r  
broadcast.  This was done every day. 6 

c-3 

Q Would he c a l l  t h i s  i n  t o  t he  G 5 ?  4 

A. I bel ieve  s o ,  sir.  

Q I th ink  t h a t ' s  probably--

A. ( Interposing) In  Chu Lai t he re  was a G5 
of f i c e ,  and if you go a l i t t l e  ways t he re  was a PSYWAR 
of f i ce .  There was a major, I c a n ' t  remember what h i s  
name was. He was English,  spoke with an English accent ,  
and t h i s  is  where he ca l l ed  h i s  PSYWAR l e a f l e t  drop 
and reported the  psychological warfare operat ions t o  
them. I can ' t remember what h i s  name was. 

Q He reported i t  t o  the  psychological u n i t  
ins tead  of the  G 5 ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q Now, l e t  me see  i f  I can c l a r i f y  i t  i n  my 
mind a l i t t l e  b i t .  DO you r e c a l l  e i t h e r  a s tandard 
broadcast o r  a l e a f l e t  which advised people t o  leave 
an area? I f  s o ,  do you have a number of the l e a f l e t s  
or  a number of the  broadcast? 
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A. No, I d o n ' t .  I do r e c a l l  i t  was done, t h a t  t h i s  
type was broadcas t  and dropped. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  t h a t  t h i s  was done i n  the  a reas  of 
the 1 1 t h  Brigade, both t h e  southern  and nor thern  s e c t i o n s ?  

A .  I know it was i n  *c br igadz  z r e a ,  bu t  s e c t o r ,  I 
don' t know. 

Q .. But you do r e c a l l  t h a t  such .  a  t h i n ?  e x i s t e d ?  

A. Yes, sir .  

Q .  Do you r e c a l l  t h e  t i t l e  of  i t ?  

A. NO,  s i r .  

& Captain WADSWORTH, you a r e  ordered n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  
your testimony i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  wi th  o t h e r s ,  inc lud ing  
o t h e r  wi tnesses  f o r  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  excep t  i n  the  perform-
ance of o f f i c i a l  d u t i e s  o r  a s  you may be requ i red  t o  do s o  
be fo re  a  competent j u d i c i a l ,  l e g i s l a t i v e ,  o r  admin i s t r a t ive  
body. 

I n  a d d i t i o n ,  you a r e  caut ioned t h a t ,  i f  you are 
s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  o rde r  i s sued  by t h e  m i l i t a r y  judge i n  t h e  
genera l  cour t -mar t i a l  case of t h e  United S t a t e s  v. Cal ley ,  
your appearance here i n  1-10 way changes the a p p l i c a b i l i t ~ o f  
t h a t  o r d e r .  Do you have any q u e s t i o n s ?  

A. No, s i r ,  

Q Did you use a camera o f t e n ?  

, A. I d i d n ' t ,  s i r ,  b u t  Captain KESHEL d i d  and Sergeant  
PHE'TTEPLACE d i d .  

Q Put  Sergeant  PHETTLEPLACE down a s  a wi tness  , because 
we d i d n ' t  g e t  him yes terday .  

(RCDR d i d  a s  reques ted  . )  

!!2hanks very much, Captain WADSWORTH, t h a t  te rminates  
t h e  hea r ing .  

The hea r ing  w i l l  be recessed .  

(The hea r ing  recessed  a t  0945  hours ,  2 3  January 
1970 .) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: WALKER, Bernard L. MSG 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 4 February 1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT: Brigade pe r sonne l  S t a f f  NCO, S 1  S e c t i o n ,  
11th I n f a n t r y  Brigade,  October 1968 - October 1969. 

1. KNOWLEDGE OF A SEARCH OF THE FILES FOR A REPORT. 

Master Se rgean t  WALKER r e c a l l e d  a r e q u e s t  from t h e  I G  
i n  the s p r i n g  of 1969 f o r  a r e p o r t  o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  
WALKER r e c a l l e d  r e f e r r i n g  t h e  r e q u e s t  t o  t h e  S2 s e c t i o n  
where most o f  t h e  c l a s s i f i e d  documents were main ta ined  
(pg. 3 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  from whom t h e  r e q u e s t  came, o r  
t h e  s u b j e c t  m a t t e r  o f  t h e  s e a r c h  (pgs .  4 ,  5 ,  11, 13 ) .  H e  
d i d  n o t  recal l  ~ i e u t e n a n t  Colonel  CROWE o r  Major HAYDEN, 
t h e  S1, eve r  d i s c u s s i n g  t h e  m a t t e r  w i th  him (pg. 5 ) .  H e  
d i d  r e c a l l  a conve r sa t ion  w i t h  h i s  roommate and 52 Se rgean t ,  
Master Se rgean t  CAMELL, r ega rd ing  t h e  r e t i r e m e n t  of 
c l a s s i f i e d  documents. However, t h e s e  documents were n o t  
r e t i r e d  (pg.  7 ) .  The wi tnes s  knew o f  no f i l e s  t h a t  were 
des t royed  w h i l e  he  was a s s igned  t o  t h e  b r i g a d e  (pg.  9 ) .  
WALKER d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  t h e  s u b j e c t  m a t t e r  o f  a conve r sa t ion  
w i t h  CAMELL r ega rd ing  a f i l e  l e f t  i n  h i s  desk  by Master 
Se rgean t  GERBERDING, CAMELL's p redecessor  (pg.  1 0 ) .  H e  never  
saw o r  hea rd  CAMELL mention a l e t t e r  from ~ a ~ o r  General  
KOSTER t o  Colonel  HENDERSON (pg.  1 0 ) .  WALKER a l s o  d i d  n o t  
r e c a l l  CAMELL t e l l i n g  him of  a d i s t r i c t  c h i e f ' s  l e t t e r  t o  
t h e  p rov ince  c h i e f  a l l e g i n g  u.S.  f o r c e s  had k i l l e d  many 
c i v i l i a n s ,  o r  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  conducted by t h e  11th Brigade 
i n  t h e  s p r i n g  of  1968 (pg. 11). He r e c a l l e d  t h a t  S p e c i a l i s t  
BOGART w a s  i n  charge of t h e  S1  f i l e s  i n  t h e  s p r i n g  of  
1969 and t h a t  BOGART searched  fo r  a document r eques t ed  by 
t h e  USARV I G .  He d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  t h e  s e a r c h  
(pgs .  13 ,  1 4 ) .  
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2.  PREPARATION OF E X H I B I T  R-1.  

I n i t i a l l y ,  WALKER exp la ined  t h a t  i f  E x h i b i t  R - 1  was 
prepared  by t h e  S 1  s e c t i o n  i n  A p r i l  1969, h e  would have had 
no knowledge of it s i n c e  he was-on leave .  H e  d i d  n o t  r e ca l l  
h i s  o f f i c e  p r e p a r i n g  E x h i b i t  R-1 ,  s ee ing  it p e r s o n a l l y ,  or  
s e e i n g  t h e  a t tachments  (pgs .  6 ,  7 ) .  The w i t n e s s  had no 
r e c o l l e c t i o n  of  a t r u e  copy of  any document be ing  prepared  
i n  response  t o  a r e q u e s t  made by Colonel  HENDERSON, o r  of  
CAMELL p repa r ing  a t r u e  copy from any documents, 
p a r t i c u l a r l y  ~ x h i b i t  R-5. CAMELL may have asked him how 
t o  p repa re  a t r u e  copy. Otherwise ,  t h e  w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  
r e c a l l  any th ing  e l s e  (pgs .  14-16) . 
3 .  OTHER INFORMATION. 

a .  WALKER d i d  n o t  know t h e  e x a c t  d a t e  t h a t  CAMELL 
assumed t h e  d u t i e s  o f  S2 s e r g e a n t  from GERBERDING (pg.  1 9 ) .  

b.  H e  had t a l k e d  w i t h  Se rgean t s  WHITE and MALPICA 
from t h e  1 l t h . I n f a n t r y  Brigade about  t h e  My Lai  i n c i d e n t .  
Each had been a s s igned  t o  t h e  b r igade .  either had any 
knowledge of an  i n c i d e n t  and expressed d i s b e l i e f  (pg.  2 0 ) .  
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EXI I IBITS  

E X I I I B I T  
NUMBER D E S C R I P T I O N  NOTES PAGES 

A t r u e  copy o t  ' Wit had no 
R - 1  -- HENDERSON'S  R e p o r t  r eco l l ec t ion  as t o  

i t s  p r epa ra t l on ,  
5 

R-5  
A carbon copy of. 
HENDERSON'S  R e p o r t  

W l t  had 
s e e n .  

never 
1 4  
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(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1455 h o u r s ,  4 February 

1970.)  


MR MACCRATE: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR: The f o l l o w i n s  named pe r sons  a r e  p r e s e n t :  MR MACCRATE, 
COL ARMSTRONG, and MAJ LYNN. 

The f i r s t  w i tnes s  is  Master Se rgean t  Bernard L .  WALKER. 

(MSG WALKER was c a l l e d  a s  a w i t n e s s ,  was sworn, and 
t e s t i f i e d  a s  fo l lows  :) 

Sergeant WALKER, f o r  t h e  r e c o r d  w i l l  you p l e a s e  s t a t e  
your  f u l l  name, g rade ,  S o c i a l  S e c u r i t y  number, o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  and 
s t a t i o n ?  

A. Ebrnard L .  WALKER, Master  Se rgean t ,  
Headquar te rs ,  United S t a t e s  Army, Japan.  

COL ARMSTRONG: Se rgean t ,  have you r e a d  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  (Exh ib i t  
M-57) ? 

A. Y e s ,  I have. 

Q .  Do you have any q u e s t i o n s  about  them? 

A. N O ,  s ir .  

Q .  Ib you unders tand them? 

A. Yes, sir. 

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q .  QI my l e f t  is  M r .  MACCRATE. H e  i s  a c i v i l i a n  
a t t o r n e y  who h a s  g r a c i o u s l y  o f f e r e d  h i s  s e r v i c e s  t o  t h e  Secre-  
t a r y  o f  t h e  Army t o  a s s i s t  i n  t h e  conduct  o f  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  
H e  a l s o  prov ides  l e g a l  counse l  and adv ice  t o  General  PEERS. You 
shou ld  know t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  s e v e r a l  o t h e r  groups l i k e  t h i s  t a k i n g  
tes t imony . However, t h i s  t es t imony w i l l  be  e v a l u a t e d  by General  
PEERS a l o n e ,  and he  w i l l  come up w i t 5  t h e  conc lus ions  and a l l  t h e  
recommendations. Do you unders tand?  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

a *  Either M r .  MACCRATE o r  myself  may ask you
q u e s t i o n s .  I ' l l  s t a r t  t h i s  o f f  by a sk ing  you t o  o u t l i n e  your  
s e r v i c e ,  w i th  d a t e s  and p o s i t i o n s  which you s e r v e d ,  i n  t h e  
America1 D i v i s i o n  i n  Vietnam. 
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A. I joined t h e  America1 Divis ion i n  October 1968. I 
was going through t r a i n i n g  a t  the combat c e n t e r  f o r  3 days. I 
was ass igned t o  t h e  l l t h  I n f a n t r y  Brigade as br igade  personnel  
s t a f f  NCO. I w a s  i n  t h i s  p o s i t i o n  u n t i l  I depar ted  t h e r e  on 
October 1969. 

Q.  - You w e r e  t h e  personnel--

A.  ( In terpos ing)  Staff NCO of  t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade. 

Q- You worked i n  t h e  o f f i c e  of  t h e  Sl? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

MR MACCRATE: Master Sergeant  WALKER, could you b r i e f l y  o u t l i n e  
f o r  us t h e  s t a f f  i n  t h e  S1 o f f i c e  i n  A p r i l  and May of  1969? 

A.  rn you want t h e  d i f f e r e n t  s e c t i o n s  w e  had o r  person-
n e l  we had i n  the o f f i c e ,  s i r ?  

Q e  & t t s  start with t h e  S1 h imsel f .  That was Major HAYDEN. 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

& - 2nd who w a s  h i s  a s s i s t a n t ?  

A. ?he a s s i s t a n t  S1 w a s  a Captain GRUVE, G-R-U-V-E. 

52 Then who else was i n  t h e  s e c t i o n ?  

A. I had a Sergeant  TALBOT. 

Q. And what were h i s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s ?  

A. H e  was my ch ie f  l e g a l  c l e r k .  

Q- And who w e r e  t h e  o t h e r  s e n i o r  NCO1s? 

A .  I was the only s e n i o r  NCO i n  t h e r e ,  sir. Sergeant  
TALBOT was the next  s e n i o r .  

Q - And who were t h e  people .i-n t h e  shop who .would do 
typing  and p repara t ion  when some lengthy papers had t o  be 
typed? Who would you t u r n  t o ?  
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A. S r g e a n t  TALBOT was t h e  b e s t  t y p i s t ,  and it would 
have been him o r  S p e c i a l i s t  SMITH. 

9. rn you r e c a l l  S p e c i a l i s t  SMITH'S f i r s t  name? 

A. No, sir.  I d o n ' t .  

Q. DO you know where he i s  today? 

A. Can I look i n  my notebook, s i r ?  

Q- We would apprec ia te  i t ,  i f  you would. 

(The wi tness  s tud ies  h i s  notebook. ) 

A. Larry J. SMITH,  and he i s  i n  F l i n t ,  Michigan. That 
was h i s  home when I l e f t  t h e  u n i t  i n  October. 

Q Is he a c i v i l i a n  now? 

A. Yes, sir.  

Q. And what is Sergeant TALBOT1s f i r s t  name? 

A. H i s  f i r s t  name was I rv ing .  He went by t h e  name of 
Duke. 

Q Do you Itfiow where he  is today? 

A. His home is  E lk ins ,  Virg in ia .  Whether he i s  t h e r e  
o r  not  I d o n ' t  know. 

Q. Has he a l s o  l e f t  t h e  s e r v i c e ?  

A. Yes, sir. He has .  

Q- Sergeant  WALKER, do you r e c a l l  i n  A p r i l  o r  May 1969 
a reques t  coming i n t o  t h e  br igade from t h e  I G  a t  d i v i s i o n  f o r  
e i t h e r  t h e  prepar ing  o r  t h e  l o c a t i n g  o f  a copy of  a  r e p o r t  o r  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  r e l a t e d  t o  something t h a t  had taken p lace  during 
1 9 6 8 3  

A. I r e c a l l  them looking f o r  a document. It was a c l a s s i -
f i e d  document i f  my memory se rves  m e  r i g h t ,  and when they  came t o  
t h e  S1 shop, I r e f e r r e d  them t o  t h e  S2 s i n c e  we k e p t  no c l a s s i f i e d  
m a t e r i a l  except  c o n f i d e n t i a l  i n  t h e  S1 shop. The only confident-
i a l  w e  kep t  i n  t h e  S1 shop was manuscripts.  
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Q e  We a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t r a c i n g  back t h i s  r e q u e s t  t o  
l o c a t e  a document and j u s t  what was done a t  t h a t  t ime. In  a 
few minutes I '  11 show you what had been found. We ' r e  t r y i n g  
t o  put  toge the r  a l l  of t h i s  p i c t u r e ,  and, consequent ly,  we 
would l i k e  t o  qo back t o  t h e  f i r s t  r eques t  t h a t  came t o  you. 
From whom d i d  it come? 

A. S i r ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  

a .  IX you r e c a l l  i f  it came from Major HAYDEN o r  d i d  
it come from one of t h e  o t h e r  s e c t i o n s  of  t h e  br igade?  Do you 
have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  as  t o  who came i n  and asked you about t h i s ?  

Ad I@, I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  The only t h i n g  I can r e c a l l  on 
t h i s  ma t t e r  is they was f i s h i n g .  And as  I have been t h e r e  a 
while ,  they came t o  me t o  s e e  i f  I could h e l p  them o u t .  

!2 Did they i n d i c a t e  what they  were f i s h i n g  f o r ?  

A. No, s i r .  They d i d  n o t .  

Q. How d i d  they  descr ibe  t o  you what they wanted? a 
A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l ,  s i r .  

Q. W211, you have a r e c o l l e c t i o n  of  being asked f o r  a 
*.-

p iece  of paper and I ' m  s u r e  they  didn '  t come i n  and say "Have -
T-3you go t  any paper?" 

A. . They was looking f o r  a c l a s s i f i e d  document. 

Q. Well, you d i d n ' t  turn. ' them o f f  a t  t h a t  p o i n t  d i d  you? 

A. No, we 11, digging back now--

Q- ( In terpos ing)  Stop f o r  a minute and j u s t  t h i n k  
about i t ,  because I know t h i s  is hard  t o  go back a year  and 
t h i n k  what people s a i d  i n  what would have been f a i r l y  casual  
circumstance of looking f o r  a p iece  of  paper.  Now j u s t  t h i n k ,  
i f  you w i l l  a t  t h i s  t ime,  as t o  what they  i n d i c a t e d ,  what they  
were looking f o r ?  

A.  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  I f  my memory se rves  me r i g h t ,  while 
I was t r y i n g  t o  f i g u r e  o u t  what they was looking f o r ,  I came 
t o  f i n d  o u t  t h a t  it was a c l a s s i f i e d  document. 

4 
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Q.  Did they use any term t o  desc r ibe  an event  o r  a 
circumstance t h a t  d i d  g ive  you a c l u e  a s  t o  what they were 
a f t e r ?  

A. I d o n ' t  be l i eve  s o ,  sir.  

Q.  Well, I d o n ' t  understand how you can reques t  some-
t h i n g  without  desc r ib ing  what it is  you want, a t  l e a s t  i n  very 
genera l  terms. I would assume t h a t  t h e r e  was something t h a t  
came t o  you by way of an i n d i c a t i o n  of what they  thought might 
be e i t h e r  wi th  you o r  somewhere e l s e  i n  t h e  br igade .  

A. Well, anytime I had a reques t  f o r  anything t h a t  
d e a l t  wi th  a c l a s s i f i e d  m a t t e r ,  I would send them t o  t h e  S 2  
shop. I would not  pursue it. 

Q .  But before you got  t o  t h e  p o i n t  of  i t  being a c l a s s i -
f i e d  m a t t e r ,  they  j u s t  came i n  and s a i d  " D o  you have ...." They 
must have been asking you f o r  something before  you found out  
t h a t  it was a c l a s s i f i e d  document? 

A. I s e e  what you ' r e  d r i v i n g  a t ,  s i r ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  
I r e a l l y  d o n ' t .  

Q .  You d o n ' t  remember Colonel CROW3 o r  Major HAYDEN 
t a l k i n g  t o  you about t h i s ?  

A. N o ,  sir.  I don ' t .  

Q o  Do you remember Major COX o r  Sergeant  CAMELL t a l k i n g  
t o  you about it? 

A. N o ,  s i r .  

Q. I would l i k e  t o  have you look a t  Exh ib i t  R-1 which 
i s  a t r u e  copy of a r e p o r t  of an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  da ted  2 4  A p r i l  
1968. 

(MR MACCRATE hands Exhibi t  R-1 t o  t h e  witness  who 
examined t h e  document.) 

You ' l l  note  t h e  t r u e  copy i s  c e r t i f i e d  by Major COX. 
Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  wi th  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  p repara t ion  
of those  two p ieces  of paper? 

A .  N o ,  sir I do n o t .  
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Q. It is our  information t h a t  t h i s  copy was, i n  f a c t ,  
typed i n  t h e  S 1  shop of t h e  br igade? 

A. m e s t i o n :  When d i d  they say t h i s  was prepared i n  
t h e  S 1  shop? 

Q. . I  would be i n  the  pe r iod  of  A p r i l  o r  May 1969? 

A. . m11, dur ing  t h e  per iod  of A p r i l ,  I was on l eave  i n  
t h e  S t a t e s .  I was on a 30-day s p e c i a l  l eave  i n  t h e  S t a t e s .  

Q When d i d  you leave?  

A. In t h e  e a r l y  p a r t  o f  May. 

Q o  I f  you were back before  t h e  12th  of May, t h i s  would 
have been prepared while you were i n  t h e  o f f i c e ,  because our  
information is now t h a t  it was subsequent t o  t h e  1 2 t h  of May. 

A .  No, sir. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  it. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  ever  
see ing  it. 

Q. I would l i k e  you t o  read  through t h e  document. I h de:,
have a few more ques t ions  f o r  you. Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  i, 

seeing t h a t  be fo re  ( i n d i c a t i n g  Exh ib i t  R-l)?  

A. No, s ir .  I d o n ' t .  

Q. Now, I would l i k e  ysu t o  t u r n  t o  t h e  t h i r d  page and 
you' 11 no te  the  t h i r d  page is  headed "Statement,  " 1 4  Apr i l  1969. 
I would l i k e  you t o  r e a d  t h a t  page and i n d i c a t e  whether t h a t  was 
typed i n  your o f f i c e  o r  whether you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  a s  t o  
t h e  prepara t ion  of  t h a t  s h e e t ?  

A .  I have no r e c o l l e c t i o n  of t h i s  e i t h e r ,  sir. 

Q. Now, would you look a t  t h e  next  two s h e e t s ,  and I 
ask you t o  read  those .  I t ' s  a p iece  of VC propaganda. Do 
you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of see ing  t h a t  before  o r  any know-
ledge a s  t o  t h e  p repara t ion  of t h a t  shee t?  

A. S i r ,  I d o n ' t  ever  r e c a l l  see ing  t h i s  e i t h e r .  

Q Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  a s  t o  t h e  p repara t ion
of any such document i n  your o f f i c e ?  
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A.  No, s i r .  I d o n ' t .  I ' m  s u r e  t h a t  t h i s  would have 
been prepared i n  my o f f i c e  i n  my presence.  Some of  t h e  p o i n t s  
t h a t  a r e  i n  h e r e  I would have r e c a l l e d ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  
anything t h a t  i s  i n  he re .  

L?o With whom d i d  you l i v e  a t  Duc Pho during t h i s  per iod?  

A. There was Master Sergeant CAMELL. Sergeant  F i r s t  
C lass  COLTON, who was assigned t o  t h e  90th Chemical Detachment, 
and I be l i eve  t h e r e  was Sergeant  H I C K S ,  E-7 H I C K S .  

Q. Do you remember a conversat ion with Sergeant CAMELL 
about some documents t h a t  had been turned  over  t o  him by Ser-
geant  GERBERDING when he l e f t  t h a t  were given t o  him on a close-
hold  b a s i s  and t h a t  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  per iod  p r i o r  t o  t h e  time you 
a r r i v e d  i n  Duc Pho? 

A. I know t h a t  I d id  t a l k  t o  CAMELL about some documents 
he had t h a t  were c l a s s i f i e d  i n  h i s  c a b i n e t ,  about r e t i r i n g  them. 
We d i d n ' t  have t h e  proper forms t o  r e t i r e  them, and j u s t  l i k e  w e  
were doing a t  t h e  S 1  shop with our  u n c l a s s i f i e d  documents f o r  
r e t i r ement ,  w e  were holding them u n t i l  such t ime as  w e  g o t  t h e  
forms. What t h e  documents were I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  

Q Do you remember when you had t h i s  d i scuss ion  with 
him? 

A. It very wel l  could have been wi th in  t h i s  time frame 
because we had an I G  in spec t ion ,  an USARV I G  i n s p e c t i o n ,  during 
t h e  summertime, I be l i eve .  

Q. About June of 1969, June o r  J u l y  of  1969? 

A. Somewhere i n  t h i s  a r e a ,  sir.  

Q- Was t h i s  i n  advance of t h e  i n s p e c t i o n  o r  a f t e r  t h e  
inspec t ion?  

A. No, sir.  It was i n  advance of  t h e  inspec t ion .  

Q. And what d i d  you dec ide  t h a t  you were going t o  do 
with these  documents with t h e  USARV i n s p e c t i o n  coming up? 

A .  There wasn ' t  a t h i n g  we could do. W e  had ordered 
the forms t o  r e t i r e  them. U n t i l  such time a s  w e  g o t  t h e  forms 
i n ,  t h e r e  was nothing we could do t o  r e t i r e  them proper ly .  
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Q .. Were t h e  documents segregated  i n  some way s o  t h a t  
when you go t  t h e  forms they  would have been a b l e  t o  t a k e  an 
appropr ia t e  ac t ion?  

A .  I b e l i e v e  they were, s i r .  

Q Md were they poin ted  o u t  t o  t h e  USARV I G  a t  t h e  
t ime o f  such inspec t ion?  

A. , sir. They were n o t .  This is  one i tem t h a t  I 
was amazed t h a t .  they d i d n ' t  touch upon, r e t i r ement  of t h e  pre-
vious y e a r ' s  f i l e s .  

Q. And what subsequently was done w i t h  those  f i l e s ?  

A. Well, j u s t  p r i o r  t o  my depar ture  we f i n a l l y  g o t  i n  
the forms. Now whether they r e t i r e d  t h e i r  f i l e s  o r  n o t  I d o n ' t  
r e c a l l .  

Q. Now, t h i s  i s  j u s t  p r i o r  t o  October 1969? 

A. Yes, sir.  

Q. Md you i n  t h e  S1 shop obtained t h e  forms and then  --?
d i s t r i b u t e d  them t o  o t h e r  s e c t i o n s  of t h e  br igade? c3 

L-\
, 2  

A. Well, a t  t h e  t ime Sergeant NAGAMA, who came i n t o  t h e  
S 1  shop, was working wi th  t h e  f i l e s  and with record  management. =+ -

I 

k-4 
Q How dc  ycu s p e l l  MAGAMA? 

A. I t h i n k  i t ' s  N-A-G-A-M-A. Sergeant F i r s t  Class .  

COL ARMSTRONG: He would s t i l l  be  t h e r e ?  

A. Yes, s ir .  

MR MACCRATE: Do you r e c a l l  when Sergeant NAGAMA a r r i v e d  a t  
br igade?  

A. E s ,  sir .  He came i n  while  I was on l eave  i n  t h e  
S t a t e s  during t h e  month of April . .  

Q So f a r  as t h e  S 1  shop was concerned, what d i d  you
do a t  t h a t  time w i t h  t h e s e  o l d  f i l e s  t h a t  had been put  a s i d e ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know, s i r .  A s  I say it was i n  t h i s  p o r t i o n  
t h a t  I looked t o  Sergeant  NAGAMA t o  t a k e  ca re  o f .  

8 
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Q .  Were m y  of t h e  f i l e s  disposed of  p r i o r  t o  your
s e p a r a t i o n  from t h e  br igade? 

A. 'Ib my knowledge, none of t h e  f i l e s  t h a t  had t o  be re-
t i r e d  were disposed o f .  I had f i l e s  t h a t  you can des t roy  a t  
t h e  end of  a year  o r  even n 3-month per iod  o r  a 6-month period.  
I d i d  t r y  t o  keep these  weeded o u t ,  bu t  as  f a r  as g e t t i n g  r i d  
of  anything t h a t  we should have k e p t ,  none t h a t  we should have 
k e p t  t h a t  I know of was eve r  destroyed.  

Q - And when you r e t i r e d  documents, what was t h e  proper
procedure f o r  r e t i r ement?  

A. When you r e t i r e  documents, you have t o  prepare a 
Standard Form 35, and t h i s  was t h e  form t h a t  w e  were without .  

Q - And when you prepared t h e  Form 3 5 ,  what information 
d i d  you provide on t h e  form? 

A. I b e l i e v e  a l l  you have t o  p u t  on i t  i s  t h e  f i l e  
number, t h e  s u b j e c t  of t h e  f i l e ,  and t h e  approximate th ick-
ness  of t h e  f i l e .  

Q. 
f i l e ?  

And t h e  l a b e l  of t h e  f i l e  and t h e  des igna t ion  of t h e  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  the  des ignat ion  of t h e  f i l e .  Right.  

Q. &d then what d id  you do w i t h  t h e  m a t e r i a l  t h a t  
you s o  inventor ied?  

A. I t ' s  supposed t o  be forwarded t o  d i v i s i o n  head-
q u a r t e r s .  

Q Do you know t h e  u l t ima te  d e s t i n a t i o n  of them? 

A. No, sir.  I d o n ' t .  

Q - This i s  the  f i l e  r e t i r ement  and r e t e n t i o n  t h a t  
you a r e  speaking about? 

A. Right, s i r .  

Q These a r e  t h e  papers t h a t  you inven to r i ed  and 
forwarded from your f i l e ?  

A .  Right ,  sir. 
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Q- With r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  documents t h a t  a r e  weeded o u t  
and disposed o f ,  is t h e r e  any record  made of such weeding o u t  
and d i s p o s i t i o n ?  

A.  No, s ir .  

Q. Now, i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  your conversat ion wi th  Sergeant  
CAMELL about some documents he wanted disposed of i n  which he  
d id  n o t  have a Form 35,  do you r e c a l l  a conversa t ion  wi th  him 
by &out perhaps some o the r  t h i c k  papers t h a t  had been l e f t  
with him which he found i n  h i s  desk drawer when he  replaced  
Sergeant  GERGERDING? 

A. I r e c a l l  him mentioning pap,ers t h a t  he found i n  h i s  
desk,  b u t  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  what t h e  s u b j e c t  ma t t e r  of them w e r e .  

& a  I want you t o  t h i n k  hard  about this, what he t o l d  
you about those papers .  

A. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l ,  sir.  

Q. What do you remember about a l e t t e r  from General 
KOSTER t o  t h e  Commanding O f f i c e r ,  11th  Brigade? 

A. General who, s i r ?  
i:7 

Q. General KOSTER, former Commanding General ,  America1 
Divis ion ,  t o  Colonel HENDERSON, Commanding O f f i c e r ,  11 th  Brigade? +7 

IE 

I d o n ' t  t h i n k  I ever  saw a l e t t e r  of  t h i s  n a t u r e ,  s ir .  4
A. 

Q Do you remember Sergeant CAMELL t e l l i n g  you about 
t h a t  l e t t e r ?  

A. No, sir.  I d o n ' t .  That name d o e s n ' t  r i n g  a b e l l .  

Q Did you know who preceded General GETTYS as Commanding 
General ,  Americal Divis ion? 

A. No, s ir .  

Q - You a s  a member of t h e  America1 Divis ion f o r  over  
a year  were never aware t h a t  t h e  commanding genera l  j u s t  a few 
months before  you a r r i v e d  was General KOSTER who had qone from 
t h e  Americal Divis ion  t o  become super in tendant  of t h e  United 
S t a t e s  M i l i t a r y  Academy? 

A .  No, sir .  

1 0  
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Q e  You never heard of t h a t ?  

No, s i x .  I d i d n ' t .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  Sergeant CAMELL t e l l i n g  you about a 
complaint o r  a r e p o r t  of  a  d i s t r i c t  ch ie f  of  t h e  Son Tinh 
D i s t r i c t  t o  t h e  province chief  of  Quang Ngai Province de- 
s c r i b i n g  an i n c i d e n t  where many c i v i l i a n s  had been k i l l e d  by 
American f o r c e s ?  

A. No, s i r .  

Q .  T\b r e c o l l e c t i o n  of Sergeant CAMELL t e l l i n g  you 
about t h a t  r e p o r t ?  

A. Kb, sir .  

(2- Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of  Sergeant  CAMELL t e l -
l i n g  you about wn i n v e s t i g a t i o n  having been conducted wi th in  
t h e  11th  Brigade, by the  conunanding o f f i c e r  of t h e  11th  Brigade, 
i n  t h e  s p r i n g  of 1968? 

A. NO,  s i r .  

Q g  
 No r e c o l l e c t i o n  of any such conversa t ion  with t h i s  
man who l i v e d  with you and seems t o  r e c a l l  t a l k i n g  with you 
about t h e s e  t h i n g s ?  We have a l ready t a l k e d  t o  Sergeant  CAMELL, 
2nd it  i s  cur ious  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  we ' re  f i n d i n g  i n  h i s  recol -  
l e c t i o n  and yours ,  Sergeant WALKER? 

A. Well, when t h i s  broke i n  t h e  papers ,  s i r ,  t h i s  i s  
t h e  f i r s t  I eve r  heard about it. I f  t h e r e  had eve r  been a 
conversa t ion  between Sergeant CAMELL and I about t h i s ,  any-
t h i n g  of  t h i s  s e r i o u s  na tu re ,  even though it was n o t  i n  my 
a r e a ,  I ' m  s u r e  I would have remembered something about i t .  

Q. W e l l ,  t he  conversat ion L l a t  came t o  you may have 
had no r e l a t i o n  as  it then appeared t o  anything t h a t  you read 
i n  t h e  newspaper r e c e n t l y .  Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of 
such d i scuss ion  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  USARV and reques t s  t h a t  had 
been rece ived  e i t h e r  from USARV I G  o r  from the  I G  of t h e  
America1 Divis ion f o r  papers t h a t  they were i n t e r e s t e d  i n  
l o c a t i n g  and examining? 

A. I remember t h e  r eques t  was from t h e  I G  now, t h a t  
you asked m e  about o r i g i n a l l y .  What you asked me about o r i g i n -  
a l l y  b u t  as f a r  a s  s u b j e c t  m a t t e r ,  what the content  of i t  
was, I do n o t  r e c a l l ,  sir.  
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d o  Can you p lace  i n  time when you rece ived  t h i s  
r eques t  from USARV IG? 

A .  It would have t o  be sometlme i n  t h e  t ime frame 
of May through September. 

Q. Do you have any way o f  f i x i n g  i t  i n  t h a t  time 
frame of May t o  September? 

A. Well, t h e  reason I say t h i s ,  I was on l e a v e  t o  
t h e  S t a t e s  i n  May, and i n  e a r l y  October, I went t o  Japan 
and I f e l t  t h a t  it was during t h i s  per iod  of time. 

Q. Why do you f e e l  t h a t  it was during t h a t  pe r iod  
of time r a t h e r  than  a t  an e a r l i e r  time? 

A. I d o n ' t  know why I f e e l  l i k e  t h i s ,  sir. P r i o r  t o  
t h i s ,  p r i o r  t o  me going on l eave  i n  A p r i l ,  it was s t r i c t l y  a 
t r a i n i n g  per iod  of  personnel through my s e c t i o n .  I had c l e r k s  
t h a t  were not  t r a i n e d ,  and I was t h e  only i n d i v i d u a l  i n  t h e r e  
t h a t  had any experience of working and t r a i n i n g  t h e s e  people,  
and I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h i s  came up during t h i s  per iod  of t ime. 

Q. Well, you had been t h e r e  f o r  6  months. By t h e  t ime 
you l e f t  on R&R,  t h i s  j u s t  wasn ' t  your i n i t i a l  shakedown i n  
t h e  o f f i c e .  You had been t h e r e  some time? 

A. Yes, sir .  

Q. How do you s o  c l e a r l y  d i f f e r e n t i a t e  between t h e  
pe r iod  p r i o r  t o  R&R and t h e  pe r iod  a f t e r  R&R. I ' m  s u r e  you 
r e l a t e  it t o  something. . I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  o u t  what appears 
i n  your r e c o l l e c t i o n  t h a t  you r e l a t e  it t o .  

A .  W 1 1 ,  I r e l a t e  i t  l i k e  t h i s .  I t  was dur ing  t h e  
e a r l y  p a r t  of my t o u r  of duty t h e r e .  I go t  i n  a l l  new c l e r k s .  
The whole o f f i c e  changed over .  I got  i n  new c l e r k s ,  and I 
had t o  t r a i n  t h e s e  people t o  do t h e  job t h e  major and I de-
s i r e d ,  and it was a f u l l t i m e  job g e t t i n g  t h e s e  people t r a i n e d .  

a.  Well, i f  you g o t  a  r e q u e s t  from USARV I G  f o r  a re-
p o r t  of i n v e s t i g a t i o n  without  any i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  t h e  r e p o r t  
was c l a s s i f i e d ,  would you n o t  i n  the  f i r s t  i n s t a n c e  explore  
your f i l e s  t o  s e e  i f  such a r e p o r t  was t o  be found i n  your 
fil e s ? 
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A. The f i r s t  t ime,  y e s ,  I would, but  then a f t e r  the  
r e p o r t s  of  inves t iga t ions - - I  found ou t  t h a t  the  majori ty  of  
them were c l a s s i f i e d ,  and t h i s  i s  one t h i n g  I went checking 
on before  we s t a r t e d  digging i n  our  f i l e s  t o  f i n d  ou t  i f  it 
was a c l a s s i f i e d  ma t t e r .  

Q. D o  I now understand t h a t  t h e  i n i t i a l  reques t  you 
rece ived  was f o r  a r e p o r t  of i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A. I ' m  not  s u r e  how it came i n .  I j u s t  know t h a t  
people was looking f o r  documents t h a t  t h e  I G  was request ing.  

Q. Sergeant  WALKER, I f i n d  it hard  t o  understand how 
you can r e c a l l  t h a t  you were asked t o  look f o r  some documents, 
b u t  you c a n ' t  r e c a l l  anything about t h e  d e s c r i p t i o n  of what 
you were asked t o  look f o r .  You c a n ' t  g ive  us an i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  
a t  t h i s  t ime of what it was you were asked f o r ?  

NO, sir. I c a n ' t .  

9. W211, was Major HAYDEN t h e  k ind  of man who looked 
through t h e  f i l e s  himself and would n o t  want t o  bother  you 
wi th  i t ?  Was he t h e  one t h a t  went t o  t h e  f i l e s  and looked 
f o r  i t ?  

A.  f& could have went t o  t h e  one of  t h e  c l e r k s .  

Q Was he i n  t h e  h a b i t  of bypassing you and going t o  
t h e  c l e r k s  i n  the  o f f i c e  r a t h e r  than  asking  you f o r  th ings  
t h a t  he wanted? 

A .  It happened i f  I wasn ' t  i n  t h e  o f f i c e  and something 
was needed. The major i ty  of t imes he would go through me. 

Q a  Was t h e  c l e r k  i n  charge of t h e  f i l e s  i n  your shop? 

A. For a while  i t  was a S p e c i a l i s t  M A Z Z I E ,  and t h e r e  
was a S p e c i a l i s t  BOGART. 

Q Who would have been i n  charge of t h e  f i l e s  i n  t h e  
s p r i n g  o f  1969? 

A. I b e l i e v e  it would have been BOGART. 

Q. Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of  S p e c i a l i s t  BOGART 
be ing  involved i n  -looking f o r  a document requested by USARV IG? 
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A. Yes , sir .  

Q. You do? 

A. Right . 
Q: And d i d  you ask him t o  look f o r  t h e  document o r  
d i d  someone e l s e  make t h a t  r eques t?  

A. I donqt r e c a l l ,  sir. 

Q. Do you r e c a l l  what he r epor ted  from h i s  f i l e s  
search?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  how h i s  search  came o u t ,  sir.  

Q. You, a s  t h e  NCO i n  charge of t h e  o f f i c e ,  wi th  a 
search going on, a t  t h e  r eques t  of t h e  USARV I G ,  you d o n ' t  
know how t h e  search  came ou t?  I f i n d  t h a t  r a t h e r  remarkable. 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l ,  sir. 

Q Didn ' t  you t a k e  s e r i o u s l y  a r eques t  from USARV? C.3 
C3 r 

A. Yes, sir.  L , ?  

Q 9 And d i d n ' t  you make it your bus iness  t o  f i n d  o u t  *., 
'--d 

what t h e  men i n  your shop d i d  s o  you could make a r e p o r t  t h a t  d 
would assu re  those  t h a t  had requested it t h a t  t h e  sea rch  had 
been properly c a r r i e d  ou t?  Didn ' t  you make t h a t  k ind  of  t h i n g  
a p a r t  of yo;r d a i l y  work? 

-

A. A s  a superv i so r ,  yes ,  sir. I ' d  have t o .  But t h e s e  
minute details--when you go looking f o r  a p iece  of paper and 
a man doesn' t f i n d  i t ,  you go and check with him and t o  s e e  i f  
he has explored a l l  t h e  f i l e s  it could poss ib ly  be i n .  

8 .  But you d i d  s a t i s f y  yourse l f  t h a t  he had looked i n  
every appropr ia te  p lace  i n  your o f f i c e  t h a t  he might look be-
f o r e  n r e p o r t  went back t o  USARV I G ?  

A. Yes, sir.  

Q So you do know t h e  r e s u l t s  of  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  
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A. No, sir.  I d o n ' t .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  whether he found 
t h i s  o r  no t .  I r e c a l l  t h a t  he d id  go and check tl c f i l e s .  

Q. I would l i k e  t o  show you Exh ib i t  R-5, Sergeant 
WALKER, and ask you t o  examine each p o r t i o n  of  t h a t  e x h i b i t ,  
the f i r s t  two pages,  t h e  t h i r d  s h e e t ,  and t h e  l a s t  two pages. 

(MR MACCRATE handed e x h i b i t  t o  wi tness  who examines 
same. ) 

lb you e v e r  r e c a l l  s ee ing  those  papers  before? 

A. , sir. I d.o no t .  

Q. Do you e v e r  r e c a l l  being requested t o  have copies  
made of any papers t h a t  looked l i k e  those?  

A. NO,  s i r .  

Q. If y o u ' l l  look on t h e  second page, y o u ' l l  s e e  t h a t  
over  on t h e  l e f t -hand  s i d e  down towards t h e  bottom t h e r e  i s  
some red  penci!- t h a t  has been e rased .  I f  you look c l o s e l y ,  
you can s e e  it says  t r u e  copy. That has  been i d e n t i f i e d  t o  
us a s  the  handwri t ing of Sergeant  CAMELL. Do you have any 
r e c o l l e c t i o n  of  hea r ing  ahout t h e  p repara t ion  o f  a t r u e  copy 
o f  t h e  document t h a t  had been reques ted  e i t h e r  by t h e  d i v i s i o n  
I G .  o r  by USARV IG? 

A. I remember a few i n c i d e n t s  where people asked f o r  
documents, b u t  as  f a r  as  what they were, s i r ,  I *don't r e c a l l .  

Q. Do you h ~ v e  any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of a t r u e  copy of a 
document being prepared i n  response t o  a r eques t  from Colonel 
HENDERSON, former Commanding O f f i c e r ,  11 th  Brigade? 

A. No, s i r .  

Q. You have no r e c o l l e c t i o n  of hea r ing  t h a t  Colonel 
HENDERSON wanted a copy of a document from t h e  br igade  f i l e s ?  

A. No, sir .  

Q. a d  you were asked t o  look f o r  i t .  Not f ind ing  it 
t h e r e ,  it was f i n a l l y  loca ted  i n  t k e  S2 f i l e s ,  and a copy was 
.prepared i n  the  S2 shop, o r  under t h e  superv i s ion  of the  S2 
shop and perhaps with somebody from t h e  S1 shop lending  a hand. 
Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of  anything l i k e  t h a t ?  Does t h a t  
r i n g  a b e l l ?  
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A. No, s ir .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  anything t h a t  we d id  a f t e r  
I go t  t h e r e  i n  response t o  a r eques t  from Colonel HENDERSON. 

You have no r e c o l l e c t i o n  of Sergeant  CAMELL t e l l i n g
Q c  

you about any such th ing?  

A. No, s i r .  I do not .  

Q. I3 you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of  Sergeant  CAMELL 
t a l k i n g  about t h e  p repara t ion  of a t r u e  copy of  any documents 
such as t h a t  which you see  i n  Exh ib i t  R-5? 

A. I t h i n k  a t  one t ime we had a d i scuss ion  on how t o  
make a t r u e  copy properly.  

Q. But I ' m  t a l k i n g  about t h e  document content  of Exh ib i t  
R-5? 

A. No, s i r ,  n o t  as f a r  a s  t h e  con ten t  of t h i s  document 
o r  any document t h a t  I r e c a l l  t h a t  we e v e r  d iscussed .  

COL ARMSTRONG: L e t ' s  t a k e  you back from leave  now. You're i n  
your hootch. You've been back maybe a  week o r  so .  You're i n  
your hootch. CAMELL comes i n ,  and he says "WALKER, God damn, 
why d o n ' t  you prepare those t h ings?"  And you say:  "He l l ,  no; 
I d o n ' t  have any t y p i s t s .  All nzy t y p i s t  a r e  t i e d  up cons tan t ly ,  
and what a r e  you t a l k i n g  about?" And CABELL s a y s ,  "Your boss 
came t o  s e e  me, and I had t o  prepare a t r u e  copy of  a r e p o r t  of 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t o  t h e  commanding genera l  t o  forward up t o  d i v i s i o r  
Does t h i s  r i n g  a b e l l ?  This type of conversat ion? 

A. This type of conversa t ion ,  Sergeant  CAMELL and I--

Q .  ( In te rpos ing)  You were t h i s  c l o s e  t o  each o the r?  

A. We were very c lose  toge the r .  He would come i n  and 
r a i s e  h e l l  with me about something l i k e  t h i s .  I would shoot  
him down wi th  some quick answer and f o r g e t  about it. I mean 
as far--

&. ( In te rpos ing)  It wouldn' t be s e r i o u s  n e c e s s a r i l y  - t o  
him o r  t o  you? This would be t h e  normal k idding  between two 
s e n i o r  se rgean t s  ? 

A. T h a t ' s  r i g h t ,  sir.  

(WALKER) 15 ' APP T-316 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR O F F I C I A L  USE ONLY 

Q. And you d o n ' t  r e c a l l  anything l i k e  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y ?  

A. m ,  sir .  I d o n ' t .  

Q Would it be unusual f o r  t h e  S l  t o  come i n  and walk 
up t o  one of your t y p i s t s  o r  one of t h e  t y p i s t s  i n  t h e  o f f i c e  
and say "Here , reproduce t h i s  f o r  me, and hand i n  a f i n a l  copy" 
without  even bo the r ing  you? 

A. Y e s  , sir .  This  happened on many occas ions?  

Q "And b r i n g  it t o  my o f f i c e ? "  

A. yes ,  s i r .  

Q- And "I  d o n ' t  want anybody t o  s e e  t h i s ? "  

A. Yes, s i r .  

MR MACCRATE: Did he kick Sergeant  CAMELL o u t  when he came i n  
t o  use your people l i k e  t h a t ?  

A. I f  Sergeant  CAMELL came i n t o  t h e  shop, he would e i t h e r  
come through myself o r  t h e  ad ju tan t .  I f  he came i n t o  t h e  o t h e r  
people you can b e t  your bottom d o l l a r  t h a t  CAMELL and I would 
have went round and round. 

Q. I thought  t h a t  t h a t  was what Colonel ARMSTRONG had 
i n  mind. 

COL ARMSTRONG: I meant t h e  major,  t h e  S1. 

A. And a l s o  I had Sergeant  TALBOT t h e r e  who was--I was 
author ized  an E-6 adrnin superv i so r ,  and I gave him a l o t  of r e -
s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  t a k e  over  i tems of t h i s  n a t u r e ,  minor--well , 
when I say minor I mean minor a c t i o n s .  Routine type  i tems t o  
r e l i e v e  t h e  workload from me s o  I could go and g e t  back i n t o  
t h e  f i e l d  of personnel and h e l p  o t h e r  u n i t s  o u t .  

MR MACCRATE: Sergeant WALKER, i n  t h e  s p r i n g  of 1969 i f  t h e r e  
were documents being handled on a close-hold b a s i s ,  copies  t o  
be typed, who were t h e  c l e r k s  i n  t h e  br igade  t h a t  were assigned 
such s e n s i t i v e  t a sks?  Usually i n  any u n i t  you have a couple 
of s t a r  performers ,  men t h a t  have t h e  confidence of those of 
you who a r e  running t h a t  ope ra t ion .  Perhaps something you want 
t o  have done, you t u r n  t o  them. Did you have i n  br igade  a t  t h i s  
t ime a couple of c l e r k s  i n  one shop o r  another  who have t h i s  
k ind  of r epu ta t ion?  
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A. Well ,  i n  t h e  S1 shop I had ,  a s  I s a i d  b e f o r e ,  Ser-
g e a n t  TALBOT and S p e c i a l i s t  SMITH who w e r e  two ou t s t and ing  i n -
d i v i d u a l s .  

Q. I n  the S2 shop w e r e  there some people  wi th  the  same 
know-how? 

A.  In t h e  S2 shop I ' m  n o t  s u r e  who Se rgean t  CAMELL had 
as h i s  t y p i s t s .  

Q- Do you remember S p e c i a l i s t  KRIEG? 

A. Yes, s i r .  I was t a l k i n g  t o  him today .  

Q- H e  was a man t o  t u r n  t o .  Do you know of  anyone e l s e  
i n  t h e  shop t h a t  was an e x p e r t  t y p i s t ?  

A. F b ,  I d o n ' t .  The S3 shop.  

Q. Who i n  t h e  S3 shop? 

A. A t  t h e  t ime  they  had a Sergeant  STEPHENS ove r  t h e r e .  
S t a f f  Se rgean t  STEPHENS. 

Q .  Do you remember h i s  f i r s t  name? 

A. Pb, s i r ,  I d o n ' t .  H e  had a Spec 5 LAY. 

Q Ebw do you s p e l l  t h a t ?  

A. L-A-Y. 

Q Do you happen t o  know h i s  f i r s t  name? 

A. No, sir.  I d o n ' t .  

Q. And bo th  S t a f f  Se rgean t  STEPHENS and S p e c i a l i s t  F ive  
LAY were t h e  k i n d  o f  men t h a t  you p r e s s e d  t o  do a s p e c i a l  job? 

A. They worked t h e r e  i n  the admin s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  S3 shop ,  
and I know both  of  them were good on a t y p e w r i t e r .  

COL ARMSTRONG: How good a r e  you on a t y p e w r i t e r ?  

(WALKER) 1 7  APP T-316 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


A .  Well, when I was coming up, t h e  f i r s t  7 o r  8 yea r s  
i n  my c a r e e r  I was damn good, Colonel ,  b u t  s i n c e  then  I g e t  
people t o  do my work f o r  me. 

Q .  Is i t  common f o r  you t o  s i t  down and knock ou t  a 
s p e c i a l  p iece  on a t y p e w r i t e r ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i f  your c l e r k s  
were busy?. 

A. I f  my c l e r k s  were r e a l  busy and I ' m  n o t ,  I would 
s i t  down and do it, bu t  i f  I have a c l e r k  t h a t ' s  s i t t i n g  
t h e r e  reading a book, h e ' s  n o t  going t o  ca tch  m e  working. 

Q. Would CAMELL be i n c l i n e d  t o  do t h i s ?  

A .  CAMELL is j u s t  about l i k e  I am, sir. I t h i n k  he 
w d l d  go and u t i l i z e  h i s  c l e r k s  i n  t h e  maximum e x t e n t  be fo re  
hd would s i t  down. 

Q. Do you t h i n k  he had t h e  c a p a b i l i t i e s  t o  s i t  down 
add put  ou t  a f i n i s h e d  c o w ?  

A .  % i s  I don' t know. Whether it would be a  product  
t h a t  he would be proud enough t o  l e t  go. 

f F a-., 
e ;

MR MACCRATE : How about Sergeant  GERBERDING? 	 L :  

A. 	 Fbw, s e r g e a n t  GERBERDING l e f t  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  I g o t  .% 

.9.i n t o  br igade .  	 v-4 

Q. But he was a man who could do h i s  own typing? 

A. I d o n ' t  know, s i r .  I. d i d n ' t  know t h i s  much about 
him. 

Q. Do you r e c a l l  Sergeant  GERBERDING 'having t o  make up 
t ime t h a t  he  had taken? 

A. Yes, sir .  There was s e v e r a l  of  us t h a t  took s p e c i a l  
leave  and had t o  make up t h i s  per iod  of  t ime t h a t  we spen t  o u t  
of country.  
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& - Can you give us t h e  d a t e s  when Sergeant GERBERDING 
had thought he was going t o  l eave  and when he f i n a l l y  l e f t ?  
Can you g ive  us t h e  t ime frame? W e  have been t r y i n g  t o  e s t a -
b l i s h  t h e  time t h a t  he was t h e r e .  

A. I t h i n k  he was extended from around t h e  middle of 
November t o  about t h e  middle of December. 

Q. &d he f i n a l l y  l e f t  around t h e  middle of December? 

A. I b e l i e v e  s o ,  s ir .  

Q And when d id  Sergeant  CAMELL a c t u a l l y  r e l i e v e  
Sergeant  GERBERDING? 

A. This  I don' t know. I g o t  t h e r e  around t h e  2 4  o r  
2 5  October,  and CMIELL came i n t o  br igade  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  I d id .  
When he f i n a l l y  s a t  down and assumed d u t i e s  as  t h e  S2 se rgean t ,  
I d o n ' t  r e c a l l ,  s ir .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  i f  while  GEREERDING was s t i l l  t h e r e ,  
CAMELL p r e t t y  much had t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o r  d i d  GERBERDING 
ho ld  on t o  them f o r  h i s  f u l l  t o u r ?  

A. CAMELL, I b e l i e v e ,  took over  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  
of t h e  o f f i c e .  

Q c And GERBERDING j u s t  said i f  he had t o  s t a y  he was 
going t o  s t a y  on a more l i m i t e d  b a s i s  s o  t o  speak? 

A. Well, I d o n ' t  know what he s a i d ,  s i r ,  b u t  I know 
t h e  major i ty  of them t h a t  had t o  s t a y  had t h e i r  replacements 
i n  and f e l t  t h i s  way about i t .  

Q It was t h e  replacement 's  task from t h a t  po in t  on? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

COL ARMSTRONG: Kind of s t a n d  back, and a i d ,  and support  when 
needed? 

A. This  was t h e  way i t  was, i t  loolced t o  me, i n  o t h e r  
shops,  except  i n  the  S1 shop. The man I replaced one morning I 
t o l d  him: "You're done. G e t  ou t  of  h e r e .  I f e l t  a s  long as  
he was t h e r e ,  I wasn ' t  going t o  l e a r n  anything w i t h  him s i t t i n g  
over  i n  t h e  room a t  the  o t h e r  end of t h e  telephone. I f  some-
t h i n g  came up I c o u l d n ' t  handle ,  I could g e t  ahold of him. 
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MR MACCRATE: Sergeant WALKER, s i n c e  t h e  so-ca l led  My Lai  
i n c i d e n t  has  been i n  t h e  p r e s s ,  have you t a l k e d  with any 
members o f  t h e  l l t h  Brigade o r  the  America1 Divis ion  re -
garding i t ?  

A. 7he only two people t h a t  I have t a l k e d  t o  t h a t  
were i n  t h e  br igade  e i t h e r  before  o r  a f t e r  was t h e  Sergeant  
WHITE who was s t a t i o n e d  a t  headquar ters ,  Japan, and a F i r s t  
Sergeant  MALPICA. 

Q. How do you s p e l l  t h a t ?  

A. M-A-L-P-I-C-A. Both of these  two when they  were 
i n  t h e  l l t h  Brigade were assigned t o  3d B a t t a l i o n ,  1st I n f a n t r y ,  
and Sergeant PIALPICA is  a t  F o r t  Ord, I be l i eve .  WHITE i s  a t  
headquar ters ,  Japan,  b u t  these  a r e  t h e  only two people t h a t  
were i n  the  br igade  t h a t  I have seen  and s a i d  anything about 
t h e  My Lai i n c i d e n t  t o .  

Q What d i d  Sergeant  WHITE have t o  say about i t ?  

A. He j u s t  c o u l d n ' t  be l i eve  i t ,  and he was t h e r e .  

Q. Was he wi th  ~/4;3? 
aP-: 

A. No, sir .  He went over  a s  B a t t a l i o n  PSNCO and then  
he took over  l a t e r  on as f i r s t  s e rgean t  of  Headquarters Company, 

-î r 

and I b e l i e v e  a f t e r  t h a t  f i r s t  s e rgean t  of Echo Company. -
d 

Q. Did he h e a r  anything about any unusual circumstances 
i n  connection with Task Force Barker on which you commented on? 

A. No, sir.  

Q. How about F i r s t  Sergeant  MALPICA? What d id  he have 
t o  say about i t ?  

A. He had never heard  of  t h e  My Lai  i n c i d e n t .  He s a i d  
now they  a r e  s t i l l  f i g h t i n g  l i k e  h e l l  i n  t h a t  a rea .  I t a l k e d  t o  
him about t h i s  i n  December. This  was when he r o t a t e d  o u t  of  
Vietnam back t o  t h e  S t a t e s .  

Q. Did he i n d i c a t e  t h a t  he had been i n  t h a t  a r e a  any
time i n  t h a t  p a s t ?  

A. He i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  h i s  company had worked i n  t h a t  a rea .  
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Q- And he had been i n  ~ / 3 / 1 ?  

A. y e s ,  s ir .  

Q a 
Do you know what pe r iod  he served  wi th  A/3/1? 

A. I would say from November of  1968 through December 
1969. 

Q He only joined Alpha Company a t  t h e  end of 1968? 

A. Yes, s i r .  

COL ARMSTRONG: Did he express  t h i s  d i s b e l i e f ,  too? You s t a t e d  
t h a t  WHITE c o u l d n ' t  b e l i e v e  it. 

A. That 's r i g h t  . 
& - But you d i d n ' t  say MALPICA c o u l d n ' t  be l i eve  it .  He 
j u s t  s a i d  i t  was r e a l  rough up t h e r e .  

A. Tha t ' s  r i g h t .  Sergeant MALPICA d i d n ' t  s t a t e  e i t h e r  
way whether t h e r e  could have been a My Lai i n c i d e n t  o r  no t .  He 
j u s t  s a i d  i t ' s  s t i l l  rough up i n  t h a t  a rea .  

Q. T h a t ' s  MALPICA? 

A. M-A-L-P-I-C-A. 

MR MACCRATE: Did he i n d i c a t e  t h a t  he had t a l k e d  t o  any members 
of  t h e  company who were with i t  i n  t h e  s p r i n g  of  1968 who had 
descr ibed  some of th ings  they had encountered during t h a t  time? 

A. No, s i r .  

Q. W i t h  t h i s  r e fe rence  t o  it s t i l l  being rough, d id  
you r e l a t e  t h a t  t o  what he had heard  a s  having gone i n  t h e  p a s t ?  

A. No, s ir .  I mentioned it t o  him when he came back t o  
Japan t o  pick up h i s  family and he s a i d ,  "Well, i t ' s  s t i l l  rough 
i n  t h a t  a r e a , "  and t h e  s u b j e c t  was dropped. 

Q. Well, Sergeant  WALKER, we apprec ia te  your coming 
i n .  I t 's  been a long t r i p  we know. A s  you can s e e  w e  a r e  
l eav ing  no s t o n e  unturned i n  t r y i n g  t o  pu t  t h i s  toge the r .  You 
can observe by t h e  papers around t h i s  room--this is j u s t  a smal l  
f r a c t i o n  of them--we have put  a g r e a t  d e a l  of it toge the r .  Thert 
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a r e  l i t t l e  b i t s  and p ieces  he re  and t h e r e  t h a t  w e  a r e  s t i l l  
t r y i n g  t o  shore  up. I f  anything w e  have s a i d  t o  you today 
i n  t a l k i n g  about t h i s  t h i n g  and t r y i n g  t o  p i n  down j u s t  what 
papers were found i n  what p.lace b r ings  back t o  your r e c o l l e c t i o n  
anything t h a t  can be h e l p f u l  t o  us i n  f ind ing  j u s t  how t h e s e  
th ings  were scheduled,  we would apprec ia te  it i f  you would b r i n g  
t h a t  t o  our  a t t e n t i o n .  Mow, i f  you have any ques t ions ,  any 
s ta tement  t h a t  you would l i k e  t o  make f o r  t h e  record  a t  t h i s  
t ime, we would be happy t o  have them. 

A. No, s ir .  I have no s ta tements  o r  f u r t h e r  comments 
t o  make. 

COL ARMSTRONG: Sergeant WALKER, a s  a m i l i t a r y  man you a r e  
d i r e c t e d  n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  any of t h i s  testimony which was s a i d  
i n  t h i s  hear ing  with anyone t h a t  you come i n  c o n t a c t  wi th ,  
unless  of course it i s  an o f f i c i a l  s o r t  of  body l i k e  some 
admin i s t r a t ive  body, o r  o t h e r  i n v e s t i g a t i v e  committee, o r  a 
l e g i s l a t i v e  committee such as t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  committee o f  
t h e  House Armed Services  Committee. Any of  those  k ind  of  
bod ies ,  of course ,  have a r i g h t  t o  have you t a l k .  We d o n ' t  
want you t o  d iscuss  it with anybody e l s e .  

A. Right,  sir.  

Q. V k  apprec ia te  again your coming he re .  I would 
l i k e  t o  r e i t e r a t e  t o  you i f  you g e t  a f l a sback  o r  something l i k e  
t h i s ,  d o n ' t  h e s i t a t e  t o  c a l l  us .  Stop o f f  a t  t h e  f i r s t  phone, 
p u t  it on RUTOVON, and g e t  t h e  word i n .  

A .  Okay, s ir .  .. 

Q It can come. We have no t i ced  t h i s  has  happened t o  
some people i n  t h e  p a s t .  

A. Right, sir.  

Q We know a l s o  i t ' s  been a long t ime t h a t  has  
gone by, of course ,  wi th  t h e  day ' s  ope ra t ion  i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  
a t  t i m e s  t o  r e c a l l  t h e  d e t a i l s .  Sometimes it comes. We wish 
they you would s o r t  of concent ra te  on it whi le  f l y i n g  back t o  

' 'Japan. 

A. Right ,  sir. 

MR MACCRATE: We '11 recess  a t  t h i s  time. 

(The hea r ing  recessed  a t  1605 hours ,  4 February 1970 .) 
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