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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY

WITNESS: WATKINS, John M., Jr. CPT
DATE OF TESTIMONY: 26 January 1970
PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A

COUNSEL: None

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: Signal Officer,
Task Force Barker.

1. COLONEL HENDERSON'S INITIAL BRIEFING AS COMMANDER.

The witness recalled Colonel HENDERSON briefing the
Task Force Barker staff after assuming the duties as
commanding officer of the 1llth Brigade (pgs. 2, 3). He
vaguely recalled hearing a comment about the failure
to capture weapons (pg. 3). '

2. RECALL OF THE 16 MARCH OPERATION.

The witness appeared to be familiar with the operétion,
but could recall no radio transmissions or anything
particularly unusual (pg. 6).

3. KNOWLEDGE OF THE INVESTIGATION.

The witness stated that he had heard nothing about any
unnecessary killings or an investigation of such an
allegation (pg. 7). Even though he bunked with Major
CALHOUN and Captain KOTOUC and worked closely with
Lieutenant Colonel BARKER, he heard naught (pgs. 9, 14).
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EXHIBITS

EXHIBIT _

NUMBER DESCRIPTION NOTES PAGES
IRead by witness.
M-57 |Instructions to witness |Referred to witness{ 1,14
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(The hearing reconvened at 1055 hours, 26 January
1970.)

MR WEST: The hearing will come to orxder.

RCDR: The following named persons are present: MR WEST,
COL FRANKLIN, and MAJ COOP.

The next witness is Captain John M. WATKINS, Jr.

(CPT WATKINS was called as a witness, was sworn
and testified as follows:)

Will you state your full name, grade, branch of
service, Social Security number, organization, and station?

A. John M. WATKINS, Jr., Captain, , Army
Signal Corps. :
Q. : What is your station and organization?

A. Organization is Fort Monmouth, New Jersey.

MR WEST: Captain WATKINS, for the record, have you read
Exhibit M-57 furnished to you by the recorder, which contains
information about the nature and purpose of this inquiry?

A. Yes, I have.

Q. Do you have any gquestions about it?

A. No guestions.

Q. Have you received an order from the military judgé

in either the case of the United States v. Calley or United
States v, Mitchell?

A, No, I have not.

Q. What was your duty assignment on 16 March 1968?
Where were you located?

A. ‘Tt's very difficult for me to say where I was lo-
cated, sir, but I think I was still the signal officer for

(WATKINS) 1 " APP T-235
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Task Force Barker at that time. I've been trying to go over
it in my mind to determine exactly where I was on that date,

and as of yet I can't come up with it.

Q. Well, we'll see 1f we can refresh your memory and
then ask you a few questions. :

MR WEST: COL FRANKLIN, would you lead the interrogation please?

COL FRANKLIN: When did you join Task Force Barker, Captain
WATKINS?

A. When it was first oxrganized, sir. I think it was
probably around 1 January, the first week in January.

Q. Where did you spend most of your time at LZ Dot-
tie?

A, At LZ Dottie.

Q. Well, just to refresh your memory a little bit,
Pinkville-—-are you familiar with the term Pinkville?

A. Right, sir.

Q; Task Force Barker ran two major'operations down

there in February, one on 13 February and one on 23 February.
On both of these operations you had a body count of over 70.
Your A and B Companies primarily took casualties. This was
in February. On 15 March Colonel HENDERSON assumed command
of your brigade. Do you recall Colonel HENDERSON on this day
coming up to LZ Dottie and sort of talking?

A. Yes, sir, I do. As a matter of fact, I think we
set up a small briefing tent purposely for him to come up and
brief the staff. As I recall from this conversation, it was
more or less a peptalk.

Q. Okay, why don't you just tell us about what he
said and what the conversation was about?

A. ' I think the gist of the conversation was praising

General LIPSCOMB who had just left the brigade and hoping
that he would get the support of the units the same as General
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LIPSCOMB had gotten. Now, I don't remember him outlining any
operatlon, any specific operatlons, at that time.

Okay. Did he give any little combat tips or do
you recall? For example, you weren't getting too many wea-
pons because of a certain reason. Do you recall that?

A. That does sound familiar now. I don't remember
what the tips were, but the statement does come to me that we
were getting body counts but no weapons.

Q. And how about being more aggressive, and pushing
forward more rapidly, and 01051ng with the enemy° Do you re- .
member Colonel HENDERSON giving a little talk in this vein?

A. No sir, maybe so, but I--
- Q. (Interposing) You just remember what you remember

now. We don't want to put words in vour mouth. This is very
-important now?

A. Right.

0. ‘ Just what you can recall. Okay. The day that
Colonel HENDERSON came was 15 March, and this was the day

that Colonel BARKER would have had or did have a lot of his .
key people in involved in giving the orders for the following
day's cperation. The Pinkville or the My Lai operation took
place all during the next day, the 15th, which was the day
Colonel HENDERSON was there. Commanders were coming in, they
were getting briefed, CALHOUN was talking to them, KOTOUC was
talking to them, Colonel BARKER was talking to them, and on
that day Colonel BARKER took a chopper and took a lot of these
commanders on a reconnaissance. Captain CAMPBELL was down
from Uptight. Major WATKE of the aero-scout company was there
that day. Obviously there would be certain signal things that
would be of interest. Can you recall anything about this?

A, I think what had happened was we had gone over
signal matters prior to the actual briefing of the commanders
which was pretty much standard procedure. Unless somebody
lost their frequency there wouldn't be a change. O0f course,
everybody had their frequencies. It was a matter of making
sure that commanders knew who they could go to in case they
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wanted to talk. As a result I don't think, and I'm not posi-
tive, that I sat in on the briefing that he gave the command-
ers. As a matter of fact I think what happened is that he
had a shelter from a two and one-half ton truck which was
backed near the TOC and I believe the commanders might have
come in one by one and were briefed in that atmosphere. I
don't think that he briefed them all at one particular time.
Of course, I'm not sure.

Q. Well, this was going to be the biggest operation
for Task Force Barker up to this point. Does that sort of
stick in your mind, the period time we're talking--

A, " (Interposing) Yes, sir, it does .

Q. But you don't recall Colonel BARKER's briefing or
any discussion?

A. ' No, sir. Sir, one other question, do you know
where this operation was conducted, out of LZ Dottie or did
an advance headquarters move south of Dottie—-
Q. (Interposing) There was no displacement of the CP.
Charlie Company was there at LZ Dottie, A Company was lifted
from the field, B Company was lifted from LZ Uptight. Okay,
before we go into the operation itself would you tell us what
communications you had in your TOC?

A, - Yes, sir. I think that we had two nets operating
back to brigade headquarters, one net that was operating in
all three companies, Alpha, Bravo, and Charlie, and I think
we had one net that was switched around. In other words if
you wanted to get hold of the FAC's that were flying around
you got a frequency you can just switch over to, and the rest
of the radios would remain on frequency. So, in that respect
we had two, three, four radios going down--

Q. (Interposing) What kind of radios?

A. All FM's, sir, all FM's.

Q. All FM's and what models?

A. 524's, RT-524's.

(WATKINS) 4 APP T-235
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0. Which is what, the 19's?

A. The 19 series. They were offloaded from the vehi-
cles and bench mounted in the TOC.

VQ Okay, did you keep a radio habitually on an air/
ground push during an operation?

A. No, sir, well this one particular radio I was
telling you about which was switched back and forth didn't
necessarily stay on an air/ground frequency.

Q. You had two nets to brigade. Was that one secure
and one the FM command?

A. Right, sir.

Q. Okay. On the morning of the 16th, there would

have been an awful lot of choppers and a lot of activity early
in the morning on the LZ. There were nine lift ships and
aero-scouts from Company B. You had gunships. The Sharks
were accompanying the lift ships. Just to give you some idea
of what you might have heard in this TOC--and we hope you were
in the TOC area on this morning--the call signs were Dolphins
for 1lift ships, Shark for gunships, Warlord for the aero-
scouts, Rawhide was brigade, Rawhide 6 was Coclonel HENDERSON,
Rawhide 3 was Major MCKNIGHT. Your call sign was Coyote 65
and then in your TOC, Charlie 6 and Bravo 6 I believe were
your C and B Company's call signs. C Company was lifted from
LZ Dottie, and very early in the morning we started getting
some considerable radio transmissions. Now, can you recall
where you were and anything that you heard and what happened
on this day? This was the day that Task Force Barker got the
highest body count it had ever gotten.

A. I don't really, sir. But I believe probably on
around the last 1lift that left Dottie going out--that is,
Charlie Company's lift going out to the field--I think that
maybe somebody had some radio problems out at LZ Uptight, and
I was picked up in one of the choppers and dropped off out
there to check the radio. I'm not at all positive, but I

think this is what happened. Then of course later on we were
plelng up Bravo Company I believe from Uptight. We were pick-
ing up somebody from Uptight. But now as far as remembering
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any specific radio conversation, I do not and I'm sure I was
in and out of the TOC that morning.

Q. Well, do you remember anything unusual at all?
A, No, sir. I do not.
Q. Well, there was a iarge topic about people

streaming out of a hamlet and a lot of topics about trying to
get ground troops to move over and check bodies that had web .
gear on them and pick up weapons. About 0840 in the morning

there was a report of 69--well, 84 actually, 84 VC killed by

Charlie Company. Do you remember hearing that?

A. I remember hearlng body counts, sir, but I'm not
sure at all what the numbers were.

Q. Do you recall hearing anything at all during the
day on the radio about "Lots of bodies," or "Stop the kil-
lings," or "Stop this," or anything of this nature?

A. ' No, sir.

Q. Do you recall anything about this operation at
the end of the day on 16 March, any feelings you had on the
information? : :

A, I think I got two operations really confused.
That's why I asked you if it was conducted from Dottie or
south of Dottie. There were some people that were wounded.
I guess it was A Company commander who was wounded.

Q. Not that operatlon. That was Captaln TRINKLE.
That was the 23 February operation.

A. No, sir. I do believe that I remember this body
count being one of the largest that this task force had had.
If I'm not mistaken there was a telegram that might have come
up from Saigon congratulating the task force. This I do re-

menmber.

Q. Okay. That was a message transmitted by General
WESTMORELAND through General KOSTER to the task force.

A, Right.

(WATKINS]) 6 APP T-235
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Q. What were the conditions under which you heard
about this message?

A. As a matter of fact, I think I got it out of The
Stars and Stripes a couple days later.

Q. You weren't called together by Colonel BARKER, or
maybe Colonel HENDERSON, or somebody?

A. No, sir. |

Q. You ever recall anytime hearing anything, any

rumor, any report, any knowledge, or anybody talking about
unnecessary killings or hurting of noncombatants, civilians?

A. No, sir, I can truthfully say that. The very

time that I was aware of anything having been alleged to have
happened such as this was when I picked up the paper. Maybe

I was denied the facts, but I knew absolutely nothing of this
nature was alleged to have occurred.

Q. Did you ever hear any talk at all about an invest-
igation?

A. No, sir. I did not.

Q. You mentloned you think you went to Uptight and

that somebody had radio trouble. -Who would that be?

A. I'm not sure who. It might have been the artil-
lery, because there was an artillery battery there. It might
have been the artillery people. I can't think of the battery
commander's name., For some reason, I had to go from Dottie
up to Uptight. I think it'was because of communications pro-
blems. :

Q. The body count for this operation was 128 VC
killed, 3 weapons captured. Does that ring any kind of bells?
A. Doesn't. ring any bells. No, sir.
. Q. . Did you ever hear any comments about that, that

low weapons ratio to bodies? Did anybody talk about that?

(WATKINS) 7 APP T-235
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A. I'm not sure. It appears as if some of the peo-
ple that were being briefed in the TOC there after the opera-
tion had been conducted mentioned why we had such a high body
count and no weapons. I believe the explanation was that

_ these people were very particular about policing up their wea-
pons after battle. Of course I was not familiar with what
went on out in the field so I didn't question it. I didn't
have any reason to question it.

Q. ' Did you ever hear at any time around brigade head-
quarters or any other outfit talking about Task Force Barker
killing women and children?

A, - No, six. I can truthfully say I did_not.

Q. What was Colonel BARKER's views about unnecessary
hurting noncombatants? Did you ever hear him express his
views?

A, No, sir, but I did work very closely with Colonel
BARKER, and I don't think that he would condone it. I don't
think he was the type of individual that would condone it.
Although I never heard him express openly that "I disagree
with killing," to my knowledge there was none. There was no
need for any. Just knowing how he operated, I don't think he
would have gone along with it at all.

Q. How did he operate?
A. A very efficient command, very much so. Very much
liked, I think, by everybody in the brigade really. The type of

guy that I enjoyed having as a commander, I'm sure.

Q. Did he spend a lot of time with the rlfle com—
panies in the field?

A. Really, he flew out quite a bit and would maybe

sit down in the TOC and go over the battle plans with the peo-
ple, not really go out and operate with the people. He flew
around quite a bit.

Q. You had three very strong company commanders :
MEDINA, MICHLES and TRINKLE.

(WATKINS) ; 8 APP T-235
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A, Suppose to have been the best in the brigade.
Right sir. :
| Q Did Colonel BARKER have any problems controlllng

these three strong commandexrs?

A. Absolutely none, sir. As a matter of fact I've

heard him express time and time again that he was very fortu-

nate to have had the three best company commanders in the bri-
gade. He was very proud of them. As far as I knew they were
the best company commanders in the brigade.

Q. Colonel BARKER never expressed around you any con-
cern about an investigation and allegation?

A. I even bunked in the bunker with Major CALHOUN

who was the X0, and we conversed quite a bit. I think Captain
KOTOUC was in the same bunker, and we conversed quite a bit.
But never at any time I can truthfully say did we ever discuss
or did he ever indicate to me that there was an investigation
going on concerning the killing of civilians. It was totally
new to me.

Q. " Did you ever hear Captain KOTOUC say anything

about what he used that bowie knife of his for?
A. . Bowie knife?
Q. Yes, he used to carry a bowie knife, right? Cap-

tain KOTOUC?

A. : "I don't remember, sir.

.Q. You don't?

A. No, sir.

Q. Did you ever hear Captain KOTOUC talk about per-
sonally using physical violence on a VC or VC suspect?

A, No, sir, I did not. No, sir.

Q. Would you say Major CALHOUN was fairly knowledge-

able of what was going on in that battalion, the task force?

(WATKINS) 9 APP T-235
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A, I'd say so. Yes, sir. He was in contact with the
company commanders almost every day and of course I think wrote |
up the OPLAN, if there were a written OPLAN. Of course I

‘never got a written OPLAN. I think he at least conversed with
Colonel BARKER whenever there was going to be an operation.

I think that he was in on the briefings. So I would say he

was familidr with everything that went on. Yes, sir. Now

when you start talking about being familiar with what goes on

in squads and platoons, that's pretty difficult.

Q. What was the task force's policies about burning

hootches?
A. This I really couldn't say, sir, I do know from

time to time in search and destroy operations hootches were
burned. Now, as far as there being an official policy, I
don't know if there was one. If there was a brigade policy,
I wouldn't know. - :

Q. Did you ever hear of the 48th VC Local Force ‘Bat~

talion?

A. ' Yes, sir.

Q. Did you ever hear Colonel BARKER talk about this
battalion? C '

A. Not really, éir. I think the first time thaﬁll

was aware of the 48th VC was when we picked up some documents,
and from the documents we surmised that the 48th VC Battalion
was operating out of that area. This same operation that I
was telling you about earlier that we operated out of south
of Dottie. If I'm not mistaken, it might have been a POW
picked up from the 48th VC Battalion who reconfirmed that the
48th VC Battalion was operating in that area. .As far as how
strong it was in there, I don't know.

Q. Did 'you ever hear any talk around the task force
about getting in and wiping out the place, and leveling it,
and killing the livestock?

A. No, sir.

(WATKINS) 10 _ APP T-235
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MR WEST: When did you first hear of this Son My operation
against My Lai (4) and the other villages in the so-called
Pinkville area?

A. . Do you mean prior to the operation?

Q. | Yes, it was planned for some time. Do you recall
the planning on it?

A. I don't know how long prior to the actual opera-
tion it was planned. 1I'd say maybe a couple of days I knew
about 1it.

Q Well, we've had testimony indicating that actually

it had been planned to take place sometime earlier and it was
postponed. Now as the signal officer of Task Force Barker
wouldn't you be in on the planning phases for an operation of
that nature?

A. Right, sir. I would say that I should have been
abreast with it, but not necessarily in on, the planning un-—
less it was somethlng that was specifically pertaining to me.
Most of the signal operations were SOP, and the rest of that--
you were going to bring in another unit that we needed to con-
tact and we didn't have the frequencies--1 really wouldn't get
involved in it. I doubt very seriously if it was planned be-
fore, and I didn't know about it. Maybe this slipped my men-
" ory. :

Q. This was to be a combat assault that was to be
lifted in by helicopter, which didn't happen every day with
Charlie Company apparently. They were going -to have the sup-
port of not only the lift helicopters and gunships, but they
were going to be supported by aero-scout teams. They took
about nine men from the mortar platoon with them. There were
radio communications. There was an arrangement for a radio
relay set up at LZ Uptight and artillery preparations, gun-
ship preparations. All these things are part of communica-
tions. Do you recall being in on the planning of that?

A. I really don't, sir. The reason why it was post-
poned was because we couldn't get helicopters. That seems to

ring a bell. The first operation that was planned because
they couldn't get the choppers?

(WATKINS) _ 11 APP T-235

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY -



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

‘At

Q. That's been determined definitely. Possibly that
was the reason. This operation was in an area where they had
to get on A0 extension, but it was not in the Task Force Bar-
ker area. '

A. ‘Right, sir, I remember. I think it was going into
the 2d ARVN Division's AO.

Q. That's right. What sort of radio set up'did you
have at LZ Dottie? Did you have your van?

A. For regular voice communications, companies back

to task force, task force to brigade headquarters, regular FM
radios, PRC-19 series, off mounted from vehicles and, of
course, bench mounted. Now, radio relay-wise we used one Mark
69 T think it is, two track 24's and that tied us in back to
brigade headquarters and back into the division switchboard.

Q. Where were these radio set up? Were you in a
separate van, or were you in a part of the TOC, or where were
you at LZ Dottie?

A. The regular FM radios were actually set up in the
TOC. The radio relay equipment was set up outside of the TOC
right next to the bunker that Major CALHOUN, Captain KOTOUC,
and I slept in and was operated by my people. Now the radios
in the TOC were normally operated by the TOC NCO or the TOC

- duty officer. We were too short of personnel to have anybody
actually stay with the radio.

Q{ But you had your own people on the other?
A. On the other, yes, sir.
, Q; Do you remember their names?
A. No, sir. If I weuld hear them I'm sure I could.

COL FRANKLIN: Those other people, they were strlctly switch-
board operators, right, with the VHF?

A. VHF, right. In other words, they wouldn't know if

there was a conversatlon going on unless they were just making
a check to see if they were off the air. There could have

(WATKINS) 12 APP T-235
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been any number of conversatlons going on that they didn't
even know about.

Q. Can you suggest anybody that mlght have been mon-
itoring the conversatioln, but on a different net during the
operation?

A. No, sir, nobody other than the TOC duty officer
or the TOC duty NCO, who I think should have been keeping a

log.

| Q. Did you know about the tape that Captain LEWELLEN
made? ' .
A. No, sir. Well, I do remember I think that he had

a tape recording. As a matter of fact he might have been op-
erating the radio that day the operation took place.

Q. Well, he did make a tape for part of the morning
throughout the major part of the--

A. ) (Interposing) I never heard the tape.

Q. If you listen ih on radio transmissions from Task

Force Barker and brigade and so forth would you know the
voices of the key officers of Task Force Barker, brigade, and
division?

A, No sir. It's almost impossible. There are so

" many people.

Q. Did you stay with Task Force Barker until-it was
broken up in April?

A, _ Yes, sir.
Q. Whexre did you go then?
A, From there I went back to brigade headquarters

for maybe a week or so and then to division to work in the S3
shop. When the 523d Signal Battalion came in there, I took
over one of the signal battalion's companies for my last 6
months.

(WATKINS) 13 APP T-235
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Q. We have a great deal of evidence, Captain WATKINS,
of what went on in My Lai (4) that morning. It produced a
strong reaction in quite a number of people. Quite a numberxr
of complaints went out over the radio net about the needless
killings of civilians in My Lai (4) which resulted in con-
siderable radio traffic back and forth. Orders were given to
find out what's going on; orders were being given to stop

the killings, stop the unnecessary killings, stop the killing
of civilians. Varying reports were given as to the number

of people killed. One witness put it at 310, and another one
put it at 350, and another a higher figure. This quickly be-
came known throughout the outfit. If you didn't hear it you
are one of the few people who apparently didn't. The evi-
dence is pretty clear that this situation was known to Major
CALHOUN and Captain KOTOUC. It seems a little strange to me
that they didn't discuss it in your presence at all. You
were one of the family. You were right there, and you were
one of the accepted members of the staff. The first sergeant
of Charlie Company, HOBSCHEID was way back off somewhere else,
Duc Pho perhaps, and he knew about it. He knew that Task
Force BARKER was in trouble. And you mean to say you weren't
aware of anything? '

A. No, sir. I can again truthfully say I knew no-
thing. Again I slept right in the same bunker with Major
CAILHOUN and Captain KOTOUC. If they knew about it and I was
not aware of it, I don't know what happened. I can truth-
fully say that neither one of them ever indicated to me

that this had taken place.

Q. Well, as you can see from the statement you had
(Exhibit M~57), this is one of the principle things we're
looking into. Was there a coverup? Was there a conspiracy
of people to keep this quiet? People who should have re-
ported it failed to report it, either by design, by negli-
gence, or by mere failure, or mere inaction. We have ample
testimony that Colonel HENDERSON conducted a preliminary
investigation the 1l6th, the very day. He worked on this off
and on for the next 6 weeks perhaps, and then he told us that
in May he was directed by the division commander to make a
formal investigation. ' He had directed Colonel BARKER to con-
duct the investigation, and Colonel BARKER did conduct an
investigation. He took many statements, perhaps as many as
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20 statements, from people who knew the facts and who were
involved one way or another, and this report was completed
and sent to division headquarters. I take it from your tes-
timony you never heard of this either?

A. No, sir. Now this might have occurred after I
had gone to division. I think Colonel BARKER stayed there
after the task force disbanded. He later became the CO of
4/3. So, if there was an investigation and he conducted it,
probably this is when I missed it. I had gone to division.
But still if it was that great and I had been there, I don't
understand why I didn't know about it. I should have heard
about it. I knew quite a few people at division who came
from the 11th Brigade with me, and they never indicated any-
thing like that. It was news to me when I read it in the
papers.

Q. ®ll, these are elements of the puzzle we've been
trying to put together. We have a great deal of evidence in-
- cluding that of Captain MEDINA that he.got his company toge-
ther and told them not to talk about it. Whether he told
them not to talk to anybody or just not gossip about it and

" to talk only to an investigating officer, there's been a
great deal of controversy. In other words he told them that
they didn't have to talk to anybody about it, and they shouldn't
in fact. Others say that he told them that an investigation
was beginning, and they should tell everything they knew. So
you can take your choice. The fact is that none of them
talked. Perhaps, among themselves, but not to the extent of
making a report and finding or seeing that somebody did
something about it. I think you perhaps can see our problem.
Can you think of any witness who mlght have more familiarity
with the facts than you?

A, You probably talked to my commo NCO, Sergeant

HALL, Staff Sergeant HALL.
Q. Yes.
A, He was out with Colonel BARKER quite a bit. As

a matter of fact he went out with the companies a couple of
times, and he might have been more abreast of what was going
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out there than I was or than I am. What about the artillery
liaison officer, Captain VAZQUEZ? Now, he might have been
back during the entire operatlon. He mlght have been on the
radio, I don't know.

MR.WEST: He was. He was probably in and out with Colonel
BARKER, wasn't he?

COL FRANKLIN: Yes, sir, he was with Colonel BARKER over the
area when he directed the artillery fire, Captain VAZQUEZ.

MR WEST: We've talked to him and Lieutenant ALAUX, the
forward observer for Charlie Company?

A, I don't remember him. I really wish I could give
you something. To the best of my knowledge, I've given you
what I know. -

Q. I know you have, and we appreciate it.

A. I just didn't get out there. As a matter of fact,
I didn't have to get out there and operate with the company,
unless they lost a frequency or something. Then I'd have to
go out. I did know Captain MEDINA and Lieutenant CALLEY. As
a matter of fact, we went over on the same aircraft. I took -
the advance signal party over. From that standpoint, I did
know them, but not personally. :

Q. You trained with the brigade in Hawaii?

A, No, sir. I just got to Hawaii maybe a month be-
fore the brigade departed. The training was all over. They
were packing up. I really didn't get a chance to know all of
the officers. Because when we went into LZ Bronco, and of
course from there I went out to the task force, and I dis-
associated myself from a lot of people up in the headquarters.

Q. We appreciate your coming here this morning,. Cap-
tain WATKINS, and we asked you to come because due to your
prerformance at that time we thought you might have been in
position to help us with some facts that are missing. We
are well aware that you are not directly involved, and it
was just a chance that you might know. We appreciate your
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testimony you have given us. You have probably given us some
clues where we perhaps can move on to somebody who had more
direct knowledge.

MR WEST: Colonel FRANKLIN, do you have anything else?

COIL FRANKLIN: Yes sir, I have two questions. About how many
PRC-25's did these rifle companies have operating about this
time, if you can remember?

A. It's hard to say, sir. 1I'd probably say not more
than two per company.

Q. How many? What's the TO&E of these radios per
rifle company?

A. They were using the PRC-4. PRC-9, which is a
much smaller version, down at the squad and the platoon level.
The company commander would have a PRC-25 if they were all
operating. But the companies were very short. As a matter
of fact, we were going back and forth to brigade almost every
night shuffling for--

Q. (Interposing). We know at least one squad that had
one. And a rifle company has at least 15, I believe, by TO&E.
- But you were really down that much?

A. Yes, sir, we were. Maybe not down to two, but
they were vastly short.

Q. When you had an operation like this taking place
say 10 to 15 kilometers away from Dottie, we know that both
B and C Company would get into dead spots, but Uptight was
used as a relay?

A, Right.

Q. © Who set up that relay, and who manned it and what
type of equipment did they have?

4

A, ~ Normally, sir, at least one platoon from one com-—
pany had to secure Uptight all the time. So normally, the
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......

platoon or the company that was securing Uptight would be
responsible for operating the relay, and of course what we
used there at the relay were PRC-25's. Of course, the ar-
tillery battery was also located there-- '

" Q. (Interposing) You didn't use any automatic retrans-—
missions? ' ‘ _
A. No, sir.
Q. Just a voice relay?
A, Voice relay.
V.
Q. You didn't provide any persoﬁ%el ﬁor this relay?
A. ' No, sir. None, sir. |

COL FRANKLIN: That's all I've got.
MR WEST: Thank you very much. The hearing will be recessed.

(The hearing recessed at 1136 houfé, 26 January
1970.) ‘
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY

WITNESS: BENGE, Clarence M.  SSG
DATE OF TESTIMONY: 11 February 1970
PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon
WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A

COUNSEL: None

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: Squad Leader, Weapons
Platoon, A/3/1.

1.  ACTIVITIES OF A COMPANY.

a. Activities of 16 March.

The witness recalled that his platoon received
sniper fire the night of 15 March 1968 (pgs. 7, 8). The
next morning the platoons went into blocking positions

(pg. 8). He remembered two artillery preps and seeing four
males who he believed were armed running from the area

after the second prep (pgs. 8-10). This was in the B Company
area (pg. 10). ,

b. Activities of 17 March.

The witness said that he remembered taking
casualties in a sapper attack on the 17th (pgs. 11, 12).

c. Activities of 18 March.

The witness stated that his duty on the operation
was with the security element for the headquarters group
(pg. 13). However, he was seldom able to overhear radio
transmissions when his unit was moving (pg. 4). When the
company moved out of the area the third platoon brought up
the rear, with the first leading out followed by the second.
The headgquarters element preceded the third platoon, and,
perhaps, mingled with the second platoon (pgs. 15, 16). He
recalled helicopters covering for the move (pg. 17). He
could not recall the incident of an aircraft spotting a
wounded VC and hovering in the area, only to have the possible
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prisoner summarily shot by A Company personnel (pgs. 17-19).
He felt if such had occurred he would have, at least, heard

about it (pg. 19).
2. OTHER INFORMATION.

The witness stated that the men in his company
treated Vietnamese old men, women, and children (pg. 21).
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EXHIBITS
EXHIBIT ]
NUMBER DESCRIPTION NOTES ) PAGES
MAP-5 Map 6739 II (small scale) Wit oriented. 2
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' (The hearing reconvened at 1020 hours, 11 February
1970.)

COL ARMSTRONG: The hearing will come to order.

RCDR: The following persons are present: COL ARMSTRONG, and
MAJ COOP. '

I have an exhibit to be entered into the record.
This is an extract from the Americal Division information office,
"Standard Operating Procedures." It is dated 7 April 1968.
This document is entered into the record and identified as
Exhibit M-112. :

Sir, the next witness is Staff Sergeant Clarence
M. BENGE.

(SSG BENGE was called as a witness, was sworn, and
testified as follows:) :

Will you state your full name, gréde, Social
Security number, branch of service, organization and station?

Al Clarence Mitchell BENGE, Staff Sergeant E-6,
, Company A, First Battalion, 34th Infantry, Fort
Riley, Kansas, sir. ’

RCDR: You are in the United States Army?
A. United States Army.

COL ARMSTRONG: Sergeant BENGE, I am Colonel ARMSTRONG and I
have been designated by the Office of the Chief of Staff to
assist General PEERS in the conduct of this investigation.
Have you read the preliminary instructions?

A

A. Yes, sir.

Q. _ Do you understand them?

A, Yes, sir.

Q. Do you have ény questions about them?

A. No, sir.
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Q. I would like to point out there are other such
groups taking testimony from various witnesses, but in General
.PEERS' hands alone rests the responsibility to adjudge the
testimony, to write the report, come to the conclusions and
make recommendations to the Secretary of the Army.

As a military man, you are directed not to discuss
any part of the testimony that goes on in this room or anything
that you have heard here in connection with the inquiry. This
does not apply, of course, to any official, administrative,
jud1c1al, or legislative body that may enter into some inquiry
and in this respect we are talking in terms of the House Armed

Services Committee.

A. Yes, sir.

Q. I hand you this, Sergeant BENGE, and ask you to
indicate thereon the positions of anyone as you recall them.

A, Okay, sir.

_ (The witness was handed the company roster for
review.)

(Sergeant BENGE was oriented on MAP-5 by COL
ARMSTRONG. ) : ’

Q. Sergeant BENGE, would you explain what your posi-
tion in the Americal Division, say, from January 1968 until
you departed? '

A. . I was acting as squad leader and also acting as
platoon sergeant for a full period of time.

Q. Of what platoon?

Al Weapons platoon A/3/1. The dates were around
January when I was more or less acting as a platoon sergeant
and squad leadexr both, but prior to this I was a squad leader.

Q. How long were you in the company?

A, I was in the company from November of 1967 up until
August of 1968. |
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Q. Why did you leave the company, and where did you
go? :
A. I rotated back to the states here, and I was as-

signed to Fort Riley, Kansas, sir.

Q. You rotated in 9 months?
A. Yes, sir. I had a previous tour in Vietnam.
Q. Now, last fall, that is September and October

1969, the newspapers, TV, and the news magazines told all
about the events at My Lai in March 1968. Now since that
time, since the news media came out, have you had any contact
with any of the people that were in the battalion or the unit
or the brigade or the division that you have discussed this
with, and if so, would you explain what those circumstances
were?

A, I think that I may have on an occasion or two.

It so happens . a couple of people that were in our company--
I think that we might have said somethlhg about this to each
other.

Q. Do you recall anything about, what the conversation

was about? '

A, I think, probably, it was more or less on the area

of operation. This area that we operated in, we called Pink-

ville, and I think that was the main tOplC, the area more than
anything else.

Q. You didn't discuss events or whether this could
have happened or what things each of you knew about this hap-
pening?

A, No, sir, not about any certain event. We more or
less talked about the whole time that they were there. This
just went between ourselves.

Q. Who are these two men?

A. One is Specialist Four Marcus J. ADDINGTON, and
another would be Private SPEARS. He was a Specialist in
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Vietnam. He is a private now. He was in our platoon also.
One more that I saw at Fort Riley, I'm not sure that we really
talked about it, but it would be Sergeant Bobby WILLIAMS.

Q. | .Do you know why SPEARS was reduced?
A. No, sixr, I don't.
Q. Let me ask you this, what was your reaction to

this information when it was published?

A. Well, the news that was brought out and what I

saw on the TV, the reports that I got off TV from the indivi-

dual that brought all these points out, it was sort of a shock
to me. I didn't really go along with what he said. In my own
opinion, I just don't think that it happened. 1It's sort of a

shock to me because I was there with the task force and I knew
how we operated, and I know my company definitely was not al-

-lowed to even harass them.

Q. ‘Did the other people you talk to, did they seem
to have the same reaction? '

A. I think so, sir, in a broad sense, because they
were part of it just like I was, and they knew they were a
part of what happened in that area.

0. Did they voice they had known of any incident,
maybe not connected with this, but other incidents where
this sort of thing could have happened?

A. No, sir, not in any way that I could make out.

Q. I have asked you to comment about conversations
you have had since September or October, since this was pub-
lished. Let me talk in terms prior to September or October.
Did you ever talk to any of your friends or company mates or
anybody you knew over there about any such event as this?

A, No. Because all these people that came to Fort
Riley came there after September, and this had already hap-

pened. The word had already got out on this incident. They
knew about it prior to their coming to Fort Riley.
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0. Well, I'm not thinking necessarily of just these
pecple, I'm talking about any other people.

A. No, sir.

Q. You never heard any talk around the company when

you were back in the company?

A. You mean after it was broadcast?

0. No, prlor. I mean back in your company, back in
the Americal, back in the battalion.

A, Nothing like that, no, sir.

Q. Do you have any explanation of any of these
remarks on this roster?

A, No, sir.
Q. Any special ones?
A, I have seen a couple of people that I remember

that weren’t marked on the roster, I believe I noticed.

Q. It's my understanding, Sergeant BENGE, that you
wexre out on the operation on the 15th of March through about
the 26th of March?

A, Yes, sir, that is correct.

Q. You remember the operation where in Bravo and |
Charlie Companies were south of the Diem Diem River, and
your company was in a blocking position north of the Diem |
Diem? f '

A. ~ Yes, sir. I remember that particular day.

!
Q. You remember two previous operations that Task
Force Barker had gone into the Pinkville area, one of which
you company commander had been wounded?

A, This was Captain SHELTON, sir, or Captain TRINKLE?

Q. Captain TRINKLE. |
j
|
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A. Right, sir.

Q. You got into a pretty rough deal in there, down
in the Pinkville area, and, as I recall, you had to be ex-
tracted by APC's. Were you on that operation?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. That was on the 23rd or 26th of February. So this
particular operation that we are talking about now, on the 16th
of March, was really the last operation of Task Force Barker
into the Pinkville area. This is to better fix it in you mind.
It was also, incidentally, the biggest body count that the bri-
gade had had since it arrived from Hawaii. Do you recall this?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Do you recall the number of casualties of Viet
Cong casualties that were--

A. (Interposing) No, sir. I never did get the com-
plete number of body count. I knew it was high, but I didn't
know the exact number.

Q. Did you realize there was quite a discrepancy
between the number of bodies counted and the number of weapons
captured?

A Yes, sir. I did.

Q. Does 128 VC's rémind you of anything?

A. Yes, sir.v

Q. What was your reaction to this?

A, Well, I saw the weapons that were captured and

during the engagement in the village and the number of person-

nel that I saw running, now this is Viet Cong soldiers directly
to my front, I think that maybe it could have been correct.

But I'm not sure because, like I said, I didn't see the actual

body count.

Q. Let me ask you this, you said you'saw a number of
Viet Cong soldiers running, do you recall this?
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A, Yes, sir, very distinctly.

Q. Could you describe on the map where you were
located and where you saw these men running. You can point
out--

A. (Interposing) I think so, sir. As I remember
the road that we came to, now we were coming in on APC's.

Q. No, sir. You were in a blocking position up
here (referring to Exhibit MAP-5). You didn't get any Viet
Cong. '

A, This is the day Captain TRINKLE was wounded? We
are talking about two different days.

Q. What I'm trying to talk about was the 16th of
March operation. When Charlie Company and Bravo Company went
in south of the Diem Diem and you were sitting up there in
the blocking position. I only mentioned the 23rd operation
because I wanted to point out you had been in the operation
area.

A. Right, sir.

Q. The operation we are really concerned about is

a later one, about a half month later or almost a month later,
and it was the last operation of Task Force Barker into Pink-
ville. Do you recall any details of that operation where the
night before the company had moved down close to the position
they were going to move into and early in the morning got up
and moved down and occupied the blocking position north of
Diem Diem River.

A. I don't recall exactly the date, but I.remember
the operation.

Q. Could you try to tell us anything that you can
remember about that operation from the time that you started
out on it until you thought it had broken up?

A, Okay.
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Q. In the greatest detail.

A. . I'11 start on the night before. I believe we
received a couple of sniper rounds that night right around
chow time. We had our chow flown into us by chopper. After
we ate chow, it was after dark, and we moved into a night
laager position. It was quiet the rest of the night. The
next morning we got up. We had one platoon that was in a
blocking position to# our left, when I say to your left, I was
with the headquarters element then, and we had the other two
platoons, they were also in their blocking positions. I can't
remember exactly how they were set up in their blocking posi-
tions. '

Q. Do you recall which platoon that was on the left?

A. No, sir. I don't remember at this time which one
it was. I know the headquarters element moved up on to some
high ground, and we could see the village down below us.

Q. | Now, do you mean across the river?

A. Across the river.

Q. You could sée at least one village or one hamlet?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. Do you know which one that was?

A. No, sir. I think it was My Lai (1), but I
couldn't say for sure.

Q. Did you hear anything or see anything of the
activity going on across the river?

A. Well, of course, they had artillery that was
nrepping, and from what I could see, I saw four males running
down there. They were running in our direction, and they ran
about half way across the rice paddy toward the river, toward
us. Then they turned around and went back up into the village,
and they were going southeast. Then we could see other people
moving around in the village. I couldn't tell if it was--
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0. (Intérposing) What range do you think this was?
A. This must have been at least 2,000 meters, sir.
Q. | 2,000 meters?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. pid you have any field glasses or anything?

A. The company commander had his glasses.

Q. Did you get a chance to look through them?

A. I don't think so. I don't believe so. All I
could see was these figures running around.

Q. Then you don't really know whether they were males?
A. Théy wexre male personnel.

Q. Were they armed?

A, I saw one object that looked like- a weapon, and

I just took for granted at that time that it was a weapon, and
the other three were running with the one that had a weapon.
And the other three, if they had a short weapon, I wouldn't
have been able to see it. This one I was able to see because
it was a larger type weapon, something like an M-1.

Q. _ - Do you recall about what time in the-morning this
was?

A, I would say right around 0900 or 0930.

0. | About how long after the artillery prep?

A. 15 or 20 minutes.

Q. There were two artillery preparations..

A, Right, sir. I think I recall there was one about

0800, right before the combat assault.

(BENGE) : 9 _ >  APP T-352

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

Q. The first combat asSault was about 0730.

A. Right, sir. It must have been, I think 0700 was
set for the prep from artillery. : :

Q. That was the first one, and the second one went in
about 0900 for B Company.

A. ' Somewhere around there, 0830 or 0900.

Q. So this was shortly after the second pfep that YOu
saw--

A. (Interposing) Right, sir.

Q. You say you thought it was perhaps My Lai (1).

It couldn't have been. Well, that My Lai (1) is Pinkville,
so that over toward the shore, so this is in the objective
area of Bravo Company.

A. Bravo Company was coming in on the shore.

Q. Well, really it was coming in on the east, and
Charlie Company was coming in on the west inland. They are
both landing to the south and moving toward you. So you think
this would probably be Bravo Company's operation, rather than
Charlie Company's operation that caused these people to run.

A, Well, now we wasn't able to see on this first prep,
because we were in lower ground at this time. But we moved
up on higher ground on this second prep. :
Q. But if you point out My Lai (1) on this map being
where you think these people were running from, then this was
in the Bravo Company objective area.

A, . Right, sir.

2. Okay. All right, continue on what happened durlng

the rest of the day. Did you have any casualties from mines
or booby traps in your company that day?
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Aa. I'm not really sure if it was that day or a couple
of days before. As I recall, we got a couple of casualties a
day or two before that, right up the river there. It could
have been the same day, I'm not sure. I have got to get my
days separated. I know on the night before the operation was
supposed to have have taken place, I think we moved down to
the village. I mean not the village, the river. I think the
same morning of the attack by Bravo and Charlie Companies
that I don't recall any casualties we got, but I'm not sure
if it was a day or two in between that time. :

Q. Do you recall staying there that night?‘
A. This was the night before the--
0. (Interposing) No, this was the night of the attack,

the same night or the day that Charlie and Bravo attacked in
the Pinkville area. Do you recall staying on the north side
of the river?

A. I think we moved back on out of the area there,
sir. I believe after that, I think we moved back to a dif-
ferent area of operation, gqguite a ways from Pinkville. Maybe
4 or 5 clicks.

Q. All right, the day after that, do you recall--in
other words, Pinkville, the Pinkville attack took place on

the 16th of March. So on the 17th of March late in the after-
noon, your company moved across the Diem Diem River in the
vicinity of My Lai (5) or just across from the bridge and went
into a night defensive position there. Do you recall that?

A, I'm not really sure, sir.

Q. Would it help you if I recall to you the fact this
is where you received a sapper attack, and two men were killed
and five were wounded? .

A. I think it was right on the edge of the river, a
little foot bridge across the river there that crossed this
river. As I recall, that's where we got booby-trapped area,
and I think two men were killed and couple wounded. I am not
sure of the wounded. I don't remember the count. I do know
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that one of the wounded men later died from the wounds he
got.

Q. No. This is a night position several hundred meters
south of the Diem Diem River, and on the early morning of the
18th about 2 o'clock in the morning, the company received a
sapper attack in the 1lst Platoon. Two men were killed, five
were wounded. Does that recall anything to your mind?

A. I think that I remember the incident that happened
then. But I have got the dates confused now. I can't remem-
ber. ‘

Q. But you remember the incident, sapper attack.
First it was reported as a mortar attack.

AL Right, sir. I know the incident you are talking
about, now.

0. . Then it was Captain RIGGS that later on corrected
it and realized it was not a mortar attack, it was a sapper
attack.

A. Right, sir.

Q. And there were two men killed in the 1lst Platoon
and five men wounded.

A. Right.

Q. That day, 18 March, you moved north again, across

the river and moved north into an area, I think, somewhat
south of LZ Uptight and broke up into small groups and operated
as you normally operated, do you recall that? '

A. - I remember moving the next morning, but I don’'t
remember ekactly if they were split up into small groups.

Q. Well, you may have gone up as a company for 2 days
and marched north, I don't know.

A, I remember we moved in, but as to what we did, I'm
not sure.
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Q. What I'm interested in, what was your position
out in the field, now, at this particular time for this opera-
tion, do you recall? _

A. ' Which one, now?

Q. To me, the 3 or 4 days of the Pinkville operation
is all the same operation. In other words, you are a platoon
sergeant in a weapons platoon or a squad leader. Why were
you out there in the command group?

A. We have a security'squad that we were called, and
we went along with the headquarters element as the security
for the CO and his RTO and artillery FO.

Q. Do you remember who was the RTO?

A. For the company commander?

Q. Yes.

A. I'm not really sure, but I think it was Specialist
MARCK. ‘

Q. For that operation, could it have been GIBBS?

A, I could have been, sir.‘

Q. Was he occasionally the RTO for--

A. (Interposing) Yes, sir.

Q. Is there anything that makes you think that for

this operation it might have been MARCK?

A, No, not really. The reason I said MARCK is he
was the company commander's regular RTO.

Q. Now, when you were marching with the company in
this security element, the company headquarters group, where
was your position?

A, We were right with the headquarters element. We

usually had one or sometimes two platoons ahead of the head-
quarters element and then one platoon to the rear.
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Q. ﬁow many men did you have in this security element?
A. | I usually had from six to eight people.

Q. How did you place these individuals?

A. If we were going through.the thick areas where I

could not have people out on the flanks, I usually had them
close in with the headquarters element.

Q. All right, where would you be?

A. I usually stayed directly behind the RTO, the CO
was normally right in front of him, you know, separated. I .
think most of the time, it was the CO, then the RTO, and then
the artillery FO and the sergeant of the RTO, and then I would
usually place myself somewhere around them or somewhere close
to that.

Q. About how far from the company RTO were you?

A. I'd say we stayed spread out. I would say in the
open area 25 or 30 meters.

Q. ~Did you normally hear any conversation or any mes-
sages normally received and transmitted over that company radio? -

A. Sometimes I could, sir, and then again, I didn't
pay too much attention to what was going on.

Q. On this operation do you know who the forward
obserxrver was for the company? Would you say he was an artil-
leryman or from the mortar section?

A, I think we had our artilleryman.

Q. Could you recall who he was? .

Al No, six, I don't remember\what the name wés.

0. ‘Do you recall that wﬂether or not on this operation

Lieutenant LUNDEEN was with the company? Now Captain RIGGS

was company commander at this time. Was Lieutenant LUNDEEN

out in the field, do you recall?

A, I'm not sure, sir.
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Q. - What about Lieutenant COKER?

A. No, I'm not sure.

Q. What about Lieutenant WHITE?

A. ’ WHITE, Lieutenant COKER was the 3d Platoon leader,
as I recall. They had the platoon leaders on this operation.
Q. Do you recall if any of the platoons had an officer
with them?

A. No, sir. I don't, sir. I can't say for sure.

Q. | Do you know if any of the lieutenants were out
there?

A. Right, sir. I think they all were there, but if

there was one missing I don't remember it.

Q. In other words, you still have the impression that
you had a reasonable number of lieutenants with the company?
A. Yes, there was. !

Q. Now let's try to go back and remember the march out
of the area. The 2d Platoon had taken some casualties early
in the morning. Would they have been the lead platoon? Do
you think on the march out, in other words, the point platoon?

A, It was either the lst or the 24 Platoon, sir. I'm
not really sure. But the 3d Platoon was bringing up the rear.
Q. The 3d Platoon was bringing up the rear?

a. If I remember correctly, it was the 3d Platoon. I
think we got some fire from the village.

Q. What village?

A, My Lai, right across the river, I think just a few

sniper rounds. I still got my days mixed up.

Q. So you think the lst Platoon--well, let's put it
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this way. With the 24 Platoon having received casualties
early in that morning, seven men actually that were evacuated,
would the company commander have put the 2d Platoon out on
the. point?- o by

A, No, sir. I don't think so.

Q. ' You are under the impression that the 3d Platoon
that day, was bringing up the rear of the company?

A. Right, I think so. I think it was the 1lst Platoon
leading out, then the 2d, and the 3d was bringing up the rear,
the rear security. I think we were moving out of the village,
and I think we had the strong platoon in the rear.

Q. That sounds sensible. Where do you recall perhaps,
or what is your impression of where the command group had
‘placed itself on this move?

A, I think we were behind the 24 Platoon at this time.

Q. So there were two platoons between the company com-
mander and his point?

A, Yes, sir. I'm not really sure. We could have been
mingled in with the 24 Platoon, maybe. I'm not really sure.

Q. About how many people were in thlS command group
there with six or seven of you?

A. Six or seven of my squad, counting myself, the
company commander and his RTO and the artillery FO and his
RTO.

Q. This was 10 or 11 people;

A, Right, sir.
Q. How big were these rifle platoons, do you recall?
A. At this time we were pretty well up to strength

We had been low prior to this time, on certain people, but
at this particular time, if I'm not mistaken, we had gotten
some new personnel in, some replacements. In fact, I'm sure
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that we had at that time. We had received quite a few casual-
ties by this time, and I'm sure we had received some replace-
ments at this time.

Q. Now, it's my understanding on this march north, on
this particular day, that you moved out of this area, you had
air cover from two choppers out of brigade headquarters avia-
tion detachment. Does this help click?

A. I think so. I think they gave us cover and fire
after we had received sniper fire from the village.

Q. What I'm thlnklng about and the point I'm trying
to get to, really, what all of this has led up to, and I ap-
preciate your concentratlng every bit of remembrance you've
got. The company is moving along, you 're well past the vil-
lage, 3 to 5 clicks past the village, apd you are out along
the flat and open country, pretty much’ flat,,open country,
rice paddles on each side of the trail,ia couple of choppers
scouting in front of you and to your flanks to protect you
or to help protect you, and up to the front one of these
choppers starts 01rcllng off to the left. He's almost hov-
ering. He is going in a slow circle at one point. He reports
that he has got a guy up there on the ground, seen three of
them. Two of them disappeared in a cave or spider hole, but
he had this guy fixed. "Come and get the prisoner." Does
this ring a bell? ‘

A. Well, this particular point doesn't really ring a
bell, because we did this often. We,would have someone spot
suspects, and they would keep them in sight or try to until
we could get to the area. h
Q. This chopper had to hover for about 20 minutes out
there. Finally two men came up out of the company , and the
Viet Cong guy was lying along the ditch in a rice paddy behind
one of the little dikes. The two riflemen came up, and the
Viet Cong turned and looked at them. You know, he was lying
face down, and one of the riflemen bayoneted this guy and then
shot him. -

A. This man, the prisoner, the Viet Cong we are talking
about, was he armed? I don't remember.jl

ER
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Q. The guy was lying face down in the mud, in the rice
paddy. He had been held there by the chopper. The two rifle-
men came up, one of them jabbed him with the bayonet and then
shot him. This was witnessed from the chopper.

A. I didn't know anything about this, sir.
Q. Had you ever heard of anything like that down there?
A, No, not to my recollection. I know if the CO, if

my company commander, Captain RIGGS, had known anythlng like
this or even heard it, I know he would have raised ca1n with
the people involved.

Q. ' Let me tell you what happened. - The chopper pilot
was so mad that over the radio he chewed the tail off this
captain. He exposed the chopper and himself and crew in a
hostile environment for a period of 20 minutes to get a pris-
oner, and then when the ground elements came up, they elimi-
nated the prisoner right in front of him. At great risk to
him and a crew, he had tried to corner a prisoner to get in-
formation. So you can imagine how upsetting that would be.

A, . nght.

0. So he called the company commander on the radio
and wanted to know what in the hell was going on down there,
and there would be a long day before he would risk his crew
and corner another prisoner. And he went on a tirade. Do
you remember anything like that? .

A. No, sir.

Q. Would you have been in a position to have known
about it?

A. I think if this would have happened, I think I

would have gotten word about it down through!the people. I
was pretty close to the people in my element. The whole com-
pany had been together since we had left Hawaii, and we were
all pretty close together. And I think if something like this
would have happened, it would have leaked do¥n to me or some-
on: else in a command slot, if something like this would have
happened. I don't recall it. ; :

1
|
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Q. The company commander called down to the leading
platoon over the company net, and the pilot could hear it and
so could the doorgunner. He got the platoon leader on the
radio, and over the radio, apparently somebody had the trans-
mission button still down, the platoon leader interrogated the
two riflemen that had gone over to pickup the prisoner. And
he said, "Why did you shoot him?" And the rifleman said, "Ah-
Ah-2Ah...." And the platoon leader said, "Did he have a gren-
ade in his pocket?" And the rifleman said, "Yeah, yeah, he
had a grenade in his pocket." And this doesn't ring a bell

at all?

A. No, sir. I don't recall the incident that happened.
I didn't hear anything on the radio like this and from the peo-
ple. From my people, I didn't hear anything of this nature.

Q. Do you think there was anybody capable, in that
company, of pulling something like that?

A. No, I don't think so, sir. The people that I knew
and dealt with, I think that they had enough initiative on
their own to turn over a prisoner to any platoon leader or
platoon sergeant or anybody else. We made this:a regular

- procedure. I know for a fact that my people, if we even got

a suspect or a prisoner, which we had the privilege of catch-
ing every now and then, especially if we found them in the
bunkers and so on, we didn't even harass them. I recall one
incident where we caught about four or five real good suspects.
They were in a bunker. We didn't know that they were in the
bunker at this time. But we had gotten fire from the area
right there, and we knew they were there, because we had sent
a squad up ahead to scout out the area, so to speak. And they
ran across these individuals. They all ran and hid. We got
them out of the bunker. It was four or five, and they were
all young men, and we didn't find any weapons or anything. We
separated them, and they were yelling back and forth to each
other, talking Vietnamese. We didn't know what they were say-
ing. We were trying to make them be quiet. So we tried to
make them be quiet, but they didn't quit. We tried our best
to keep them from talking. Butiyas far as hurting the indivi-
dual, we didn't hurt them.” They were later picked up by the
52 and taken back in. ‘ e

Q. Was this when you were in the Task Force Barker?
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A. Yes, sir.

Q. _ Do you recall whére this incident took place?

A; This was--

Q. ‘(Interposing) About what time in relation td the

Pinkville operation?

A, I think this might--I'm not really sure about the

time. |

Q. Was it before or aftei Pinkville?

A. It was before.

Q. Much before?

A. No.

Q. ‘Who was the company commander at the fime?A

A. Captain RIGGS.

Q. Captain RIGGS?

A. Yeé. o

Q. So as far as you are concerned, your company was

pretty uptight about handling prlsoners and doing things prop-
erly and that sort of thing? : :

A. Yes, sir, as far as I know. .

Q. Was there anybody in the company that was bitter
about the Vietnamese civilians?

A, No, not about the civilian population. You mean
by civilians, I assume you are talking about women and child-"
ren and old men?

Q. Yes .

A. And they were not the Viet Cong suspects, théy

vere treated real nice. They were treated as civilians, as
women, as children, and as old people.

(BENGE) 20 - APP T-35z

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

Q. Did you ever hear of any cases of rape in the
brigade, any stories?

A. No, sir, not rape.
Q. Do you have any idea where MARCK would be?
A. MARCK? No, sir, not to my knowledge. He rotated

out of the company. He got another assignment to some signal
battalion, I think. But I'm not sure.

Q. When do you think he did this?

A. I'm-not sure of the date and time.

Q. That's Ernest MARCK, right? He was a PFC?

A No; he'S‘a SP4.

Q. | . He got promoted, then?

A, Yes, I beliéve so. I don't remember.

Q. Can you give me a list of names of the men you

think you had with you on this security squad on this opera-
tion?

A. I couldn't give you an accurate list, sir, because
we rotated the people into the weapons platoon. Some would.
go out one time, and then we would take a couple of different
guys the next operation we had.

Q. I understand you liked it?

A, Well, I would rather be out with the company than
back on the fire base somewhere.

Q. You have all the ribbons on yourichest that you
have been awarded?

A, To my knowledge I do, sir. To my knowledge I do.
Q. You were never wounded?
(BENGE) 21 " APP T-352
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A. No, sir.

0. Well, Sergeant BENGE, I want to thank you for
coming in and the effort you have made to try to remember
everything. I know it's difficult. 1I'd like to remipd you
that you are not supposed to discuss this with anybo@y. -

A, Yes, sir.

0. And I would also like Eo’point out to you, I haven't
told you before, there is a question of whether it was your com-
pany or not that performed this incident.

A. This--

Q. (Interposing) This picking this prisoner up out
of the rice paddy and shooting him, there is a question of
whether it was your company or wasn't your company. And you
have been very, very helpful. You will not talk to anybody
except an official investigating body, either legislative,
administrative, or judicial.

A. This wouldn't be anyone back in my unit?

Q. No, sir. Now, it's possible that a CID agent may

come down and swear you in and take some testimony of certain
questlons, and if they did that, it would be perfectly all right.

That's official. Or if you come before the congressional com-

mittee or something like that, anything you said here, you can
tell them.

I would also like to ask you to continue to think
about this. You know what I'm after, you know what informa-
tion I'm looking for. So if you could think of anything that
would throw a little light on it that might come to you later
on, and it is possible because this has happened People
think more about it, and something ClleS in their mind, and
they remember certain things.

A. Righte

Q. There is an AUTOVON at your post. You tell them
you got information for the Peers Inquiry. They will probably
get you to General HAMBLIN's office if he's still out there..

i
1

1

(BENGE) 22 - APP T-352

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

Is he still out there?

A. . I don't think so, sir.

COL ARMSTRONG: But anyway, you get to one of those phones
and call us, and outside of saying thank you, that's it. I
- appreciate your coming in.

The hearing is recessed.

(The hearing recessed at 1150 hours, 11 February
1970.) )
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY

WITNESS: BRACY, Donald E. 158G
DATE OF TESTIMONY: 9 February 1970
PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon
WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A

COUNSEL: None

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: First Sergeant, &/3/1

1. KNOWLEDGE OF THE OPERATION.

BRACY did not recall the My Lai operation (pgs. 2, 3).
He was not out in the field with his company during it (pg.5).
He neard nothing about the needless shooting of women and
children (pg. 9). He heard nothing about a confrontation
petween air and ground units (pg. 9). He did not hear of
any mistreatment of PW's or noncombatants (pg. 9). He was
very surprised when he read about the incident in the news-
papers (pgs. 10, 11).

2. OTHER INFORMATION.
Task force headquarters kept the body count statistics

(pgs. 9,10). The count went first to the company CP and
then task force headquarters (pg. 10).
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(The hearing reconvened at 1443 hours, 9 February
1970.)

COL ARMSTRONG: The hearing will come to order.

RCDR: The following named persons are present: COL
ARMSTRONG and MAJ COOP.

The next witness is First Sergeant Donald E. BRACY.

(lSG BRACY was called as a witness, was sworn,
and testified as follows:)

Would you state your full name, grade, Social
Security number, branch of service, organization, and station?

A. Donald Eugene BRACY, First Sergeant, University
of Missouri at Rolla, ROTC duty, Social Security number:
i , United States Army.

COL ARMSTRONG: Have you read the preliminary instructions?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Do you undérsténd them?»

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Do you have any questions about them?

A. No, sir.

Q. You should understand that there are other groups

taking testlmony in a like manner as is being taken from you.
All of the testimony will be filed and digested by General
PEERS, who alone has the responsibility to come to any con-
clusions,'write the report, and make the recommendations to
the Secretary of the Army. You're directed and reminded that
you will not discuss with any other witness any testimony
that you may give here. Also, I'd like to point out to you
that in the event that you may be called before any legis-—
lative, judicial, or administrative board of inquiry or a
court-martial, any testimony you give here today will not be
restricted to just here. You can testify in front of them,
and anythlng you say here hasn't anything to do with what
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you'd say to them or anythlng you want to tell them. Do you
understand that?

A, Yes, sir.

Q. On the 16th of March 1968 you were first sergeant
of A/3/1, is that correct?

A, Yes, sir.

Q. Do you recall this particular day and this part-
icular incident?

A, No, sir.

Q. I would like to explain to you the operation. The

operation involved three companies of Task Force Barker. At
that time your company was part of Task Force Barker, basically .
operating out of LZ Dottie and LZ Uptight. Where was your
normal station, sergeant, when the company was actually oper-
ating in the field?

A. LZ Dottie was where I stayed most of the time,
between there and Duc Pho which was our base camp, our unit
base camp.

Q. Duc Pho was your parent unit base camp?
A. Yes, sir.
Q. Were you aware of the operatioh conducted by Task

Force Barker around the middle of March, when they went into
an area which was commonly known and called in those days
Pinkville?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. If you can recall, and to associate the actual
days and the actual operation that we're referring to, this
is the one operation in the Pinkville area. Does this put
you intc a time frame which you recall?

A, No, sir. I can't link the dates with the oper-
ation., I recall one or possibly two operations where all the
companies were used, but I can't right now orient myself as
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+to what date it was on or even the exact area.

Q. If you'll come over to this map, I'll try to
explain to you what the operation was. :

(Witness is shown Exhibit MAP-5.)

One company was to land in My Lai (4), back north
to Pinkville. Another company was to land in the vicinity
about 1,500 to 1,600 meters south of My Lai (1), Pinkville,
and attack north. Two companies linked up on the night 16
March just south of the Diem Diem River. A Company the even-
ing of the 15th, had marched down and bivouacked in an area
2 or 3 kilometers north of the Diem Diem River and then just
before daylight took up positions on the north bank of the
Diem Diem River, establishing a blocking position to the north.
On the 17th A Company moved across the river on the bridge
and went into another defensive position just south of the
river. That night they were subjected to a sapper attack.

The following day they moved back across the river and moved
up into the northern portion of the AO where they went on am-
bush patrols and launched denial operations. Does this recall
for you the operation?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Do you remember in. any great detail or in any
detail at all the key people who were in the field with the
company and their positions? I have particular reference to
platoon leaders, platoon sergeants, squad leaders, and com-
~nmnlcatlons personnel?

A. Sir, I can't recall. The date of all this escapes
me. I do remember the operation. The attack that they had
that night stands out. I couldn't say who was in charge of
what platoon at that time. We had people going in and out of
the unit on leaves and R&R, and at that time we had 3-day in-
country passes. The only reason I do know that during this
task force we had several people that did go in and out of
there, some of them were NCO's. I would be guessing if I
tried to name everyone that was in a leadershlp position there
at that particular time.

Q. Well, can you indicate those that you think might
or should have been? .
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A. No, sir, not at this time, not with the infor-
mation that I have at my dlsposal right now, and the lack
of time I have had to look ‘into this. I'm afrald I can't
for sure.

0. Well, it's not really necessary that you know
for sure. It's really a question of thinking back to the
roster and trying to figure out who should have been in a
particular position for this particular operation? The
roster you have in front of you, the roster of A/3/1 as
of 16 March 1968, was derived from records in the adjutant
general's department. It should be as correct as we can
make it. So, if those men were available, they should
have been in positions. They may have been on R&R, and
therefore other men may have taken their place. We can.
all understand this. If there's anything you can put in
like this, any information you can supply us, it will be
very helpful.

A. Now, Sergeant ELLIOT, who was the 1lst Platoon
sergeant, I think that he was there at that time. Ser-
geant CHAPPEL also. He was a squad leader, and I'm not
sure at this time what platoon he was in on this part-
icular date. We did move people around periodically. When
we would receive casualties too heavy in one platoon, we
would move him to another. That's why it's so difficult

to determine on this one particular operation who was as-~
signed where.

0. I can definitely understand what a problem it
iz, but you're doing fine if you can just continue along
this way. These gentlemen may not have been in the pos-
itior that you're talking about, but they may have. Right
now we're looking for these individuals who may have been
so we can get them and ask them questions.

A, Another name is Sergeant BENGE who was a mortar
squad leader. Many times personnel were pulled from the

weapons platoon of the company to go along as security for
t ie command group. The company was understrength and Ser-
¢oant BENGE went on almost every operation that we had, but
I can't be sure. I'm not positive, but I'm relatively sure
that Sergeant BENGE was on that operation with several of
nis men, possibly in along with Fhe command group.

i
t
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0. Would you know who would be the company commander's
RTO?
A No, sir. I can't recall who it was at that time.

He had a day off, so to speak, pretty frequent.

Q. Do you recall being out in the field with the
company on this operation?

A. No, sir. I was not.

Q; You were not on the operation?

A. I was told not to go farther than Dottie.

Q. You-were at Dottie?

A, Yes, sir.

Q. Wers you at Dottie for the“full 3 days? Do you

recall that?

A, I couldn't recall for sure, sir. I may have

made a trip to Duc Pho and back during that period. I went
down there on administrative trips once or twice a week,
sometimes by jeep, sometimes by helicopter. I'm not that
sure if I was there the whole 3 days or not. I know I was
there the night of the attack, the sapper attack, the gren-—
ade attack. I was at Dottie that night so I would have nat-
urally been there the next morning also. I did go out the
next morning, and I picked up some of the dead and took them
to Chu Lai by chopper. o

Q. Can you name aﬁy of the casualties of this at-
tack or numbers? :

A. Not for sure. There was two or three dead, seem-
ed to me. I would think there was two dead at the time. I
made many of these trips to pick up dead and wounded person-
nel. This one I may have confused with another trip. It
seems that there were two men killed; it may have been more
and may have only been one. It's kind of vague.

Q. Would you like to hazard a recollection?
(BRACY) 5 ' APP T-347
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A. . No, sir. The wounded were picked up at night.
The dustoff came in at night and picked up wounded as I
remember. The dead were the only ones that were left in
the field the next morning.

Q. All right. There was an E-5 GRENHAM killed?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. And an E-3 SEVIER?

" A. Yes, sir.

Q. The wounded were CRUZ, an E—S, Francis CRUZ.
A. He was wounded, but I don't recall exactly the

particular time,

Q. Andy DOUGLAS?

A. ~ DOUGLAS, yes, sir.

Q. | Are you sure?

A. I recall him. Yes, sir.

0. ' Wayne MCGUIRE, another E-4?

A. I don't remember that name, sir.

Q. James STILES, E-3?

A. I remember his name, but I don't connect it with

this particular operation.

Q. Well, actually, according to this record, two
were killed and five were wounded.

A, Yes, sir. That's it. That's just about the

way I figured it was.

Q. Then you had this pretty well fixed in your mlnd
this operation?

A. Yes, sir.
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Q. Well, I'd appreciate 1t if you can go and iden-
tify anybody else, who they might have been. That Sergeant
BENGE is just the kind of thing that I would like to check.

A. Well, I would say that he was a squad leader or
acting squad leader at the time, I believe. Even though he
may not have been a squad leader at that particular time,
I'm sure he was there. And later he became a squad leader.
He may not have been a squad leader at that time. Let's
keep it that way.

0. To the best of your knowledge, have. all those

men rotated home?

A. Yes, sir. Most of these men that were there, we
all went together from Hawaii as a unit. I was only in

the company 4 days before we moved. I didn't know one or
two people in the company when we left Hawaii, but you get
to know them pretty fast in combat. You asked about radio

voperators. He operated the radio off and on ‘almost the whole

time we were over there.

Q. For the company commander?

A, He did operate for the company commander several

“times, but I don't know if it was during this particular
operation or not. If he didn't, he would know probably

better than me who was operating it.

G e

és Did the company have a communications sergeant?
<AL Yes, but he was at base camp in Duc Pho.

Q. Do you know who the raaie operatorsfwere?

A. No, sir. Many times-they were changed in the

field. He had no communication with the radio operators.

We were some 50 miles distant. His communication was from
his landline to me, and he was out of contact with any

other radio operators that would be out on that operation.
So, he wouldn't know who was assigned until he got a roster.
Sergeant LAMB, he was an E-4 at the time I suppose. I'm
sure he was there that night, the night of the attack. I
seem to recall somebody started talking to him’ 'the next day.
I'm not positive just what it was, but I did. Sergeant
LAMB's was the platoon that received the most casualties.
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Q. What platoon would that be, would you recall?
A. "~ That's the 2d Platoon. |
Q. The way the company commander operated, would

you presume then that the 2d Platoon would be at point
position the next day?

A, Not necessarily.

Q. If it received the most casualties from the
attack the night before, the sapper attack, would he have
a tendency to keep that platoon 1n the main body of the
company as it moved out?

A. ' I think so. Of course Captain RIGGS, I believe,
was the commander of the company at that time. I wasn't
really familiar with the way he operated because I hadn't
been with him long enocugh. I hadn't had a chance to become
familiar with his method of operation. But receiving
casualties like that, I would say he would not put it in front
of the companies. Again, I couldn't be sure. He may

have done just the opposite. Knowing Captain RIGGS, he
would put them up there as punishment and that's it. Ser-
geant RAVENCRAFT, my weapons platoon sergeant, could have
been with them that night. He went out occasionally
although he was required to stay at the fire base because
of being a weapons platoon sexrgeant. We had mortars, and
they normally kept them on the fire base unless it was
needed in a particular type of operation. I couldn't be
sure whether he was with them. He may have been at the
fire base for mortar operations. But I don't recall Ser-
geant RAVENCRAFT being at the fire base. He may not even
have been in the company at the time. He was in the company
when we went and he went to battalion with the S2 and then
he came back to us again. While he was gone, Sergeant
WATANABE was the platoon sergeant. So I can't say for sure
about Sergeant RAVENCRAFT, whether he was there at the time
or not. Sergeant TUMACDER he was the 2d Platoon platoon
sergeant, and I'm sure he was in the company.

RCDR: Would you spell those names for us please?

A. Sergeant TUMACDER, T-U-M-A-C-D-E-R. He was with
us the full time. He was never wounded or a casualty during
(BRACY) | 8 | APP T-347
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the whole year, and he was out, and he was always with the
platoon almost the whole time 1t moved. I remember him
for this, always being dependable and being rlght there
when the going ‘gnt rough. Other than that, that's about
all that I can think of that might help. I went with the
company on several of their operations, and some of the
commanders left it up to me to be where I was needed most.
This partlcular one I did not go on, but I went out to

- pick up casualties.

' Q. Did you hear any talk when you went out there
the next day about how the other two companies did on their
part of the operation?

A. No.

-  Q. : You heard no comments about needless shooting
of women or chlldren.

1_ .
A. ' No. I heard nothing of this sort.

Q. Did you hear any comments about confrontation
between a chopper pilot and one of the rifle companies,
where they went to the extent of training the chopper's
“ machineguns on the rifle company or people in the rifle
company?

A, No:

Q. Sergeant BRACY, did you hear how Colonel HENDERSON
picked up two Vietnamese thinking they were perhaps prisoners
and flew them to Dottie? They found out that they were PF's
and they had been captured by the Viet Cnng?

A. .. No.,

Q. At any time”did'you hear about prisoners, improper
handling of prisoners, civilian noncombatants, or civilian
Viet Cong sympathizers?

A, No, sir.

Q. ~ Who kept track of the body count, the Viet Cong
body count, during the company's operations and Task Force
Barker9

(BrRACY) 9 ' APP T-347
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A. As far as I know, task force headquarters kept
the statistics.

Q. The company did not?

A. Nn; sir. We didn't. We didn't keep any.
Q. When the company kiiled a VC, it was reported

back through normal communications channels?

C AL The count would come through to our CP as far
as how many weapons were captured by radio. The initial
count would be placed always at task force headquarters.
And I made no effort to keep an accurate record of the
number kllled or captured. | .

Q. Did you recall a body,count of at least one on
the day followrng the sapper attbck when the company moved
north of the river and up into the AQ0?

A. '~ No, sir. I don't recbll. As near as 1 can
recall, there was none. I don't?recall anyone giving a
body count on the sapper attack

Q. No. I mean the day following the sapper attack,
the operation and the movement of the company north.

A. - No, sir. I don t recall ‘
Q. | Sergeant, do you have anythlng that you'd like

to add at all or any questions you'd like to ask or any
statements you'd like to make for the record?

A, Nc, sir.

Q. Then I'd like to remind you again that you will

not discuss this testimony with anybody, particularly any
future witnesses or any other witnesses. Do not discuss

this with anybody outside this inquiry. When this information
hit the news media last September or October 1969, do you
recall what your reactlon was? ; '

A. Yes, sir. I was surprised. I had no idea that
anvthing like this had taken place. Of course, I knew

Captain MEDINA, not personally, but-I knew him or talked to

(BRACY) 10 _ APP T-347
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~him. He'd been in our company throughout those days. We
ate in the same messhall. I was just surprised, kind of
. shocked, if it was true. If something like this did take
place, then that was my reaction, complete surprise.

Q. Did you talk to a member of the Americal Division
since this has been announced in public. Have you discussed
or talked to anybody from division? I mean from the brigade,
the company, the platoon, and the battalion, or anybody
connected with My Lai?

-~ A. No, sir.

Q. I appreciate that you've been isolated to a
great degree.

A. In my assignment I'm kind of--

COL ARMSTRONG: Well, if- you have no further questions or
don't wish to make a statement we'll recess.

(The hearing recessed at 1516 hours, 9 February
1970 c_)_ !

(BRACY) | 11 APP T-347
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY

WITNESS: CARIS, Pat B. SFC

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 13 February 1970
PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon
WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A

COUNSEL: None

DUTY ASSIGNMENT: Platoon Sergeant, Second Platoon, A/3/1.

The witness was wounded in January 1968 and did not
return to the field until late March. He did not participate
in the 16 March operation (pg. 3). He was with the company
for a month and then contracted malaria (pg. 3). He has
not discussed the operation with anyone since it came to the
public's attention (pg. 4). He knew nothing about an
incident in which a VC suspect was killed by EIKENBERRY
and DAVIS after being cornered by a helicopter pilot
(pgs. 6-8). He knew of no incidents in which PW's were
murdered (pg. 8).

(CARIS) 1 SUM APP T-362
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(The hearing reconvened at 1307 hours, 13 February
1970.) '

COL ARMSTRONG: The hearing will come to order.

RCDR: The following persons are present: COL ARMSTRONG,
MAJ APICI, and MAJ COOP.

The next witness is Sergeant First Class Pat B.
CARIS.

(SFC CARIS was called as a witness, was sworn,
and testified as follows:)

RCDR: Will you state your full name, grade, Social
Security number, branch of service, organization, and station?

A. I'm Pat B. CARIS, Sergeant First Class,
I'm assigned to the Fifth U.S. Army Instructor Group,

-with duty station at the Western Military Academy, in Alton,
‘Tllinois.

RCDR: You're in the United States Army?
" A. Yes, sir.

' COL ARMSTRONG: Sergeant CARIS, have you read the preliminary
instructions? :

A. Yes, sir, I have.

Q. ' ‘Do you understand them?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Do you have any questions about them?

A. No, sir.

Q. On my right is Major APICI who is also a member of
this investigative committee. I'm Colonel ARMSTRONG. We've
been designated by the Office of the Chief of Staff to assist

General PEERS in conducting this investigation. General PEERS
has quite a staff to help him in this, but it is his
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responsibility alone to weigh the testimony that is taken and
come to the conclusions and make the recommendations. There
are other groups, such as this, taking testimony from witnesses.
So far over 350 witnesses have been examined. General PEERS
and several of his people have gone to Vietnam and interrogated
Vietnamese, have visited all the pertinent headquarters and the
physical area. The way I wish to conduct this is to go off the
record after a period in which I will, in great detail, brief
you as to the operation of Task Force Barker in the middle of
March 1968, with a view to refreshing your memory.in the hope
that you can remember in detail some of the portions of the
operation. We are very informal in this type of investigation
because we're a team that's trying to get information from

each other. 1I'm hoping by giving you certain little pieces

of information, a little bit at a time, that will lead you
‘into remembering on your own. I have no desire at all to try
to put any words in your mind or in your mouth. Do you under-
stand that?

A. ‘ Yes, sir.

Q. Would you tell me what your position was, Sergeant
CARIS?

A. I was the platoon sergeant of the 2d Platoon, A

Company there,

Q. You were the Platoon sergeant, 2d Platoon, A Com-
pany, 3d Battalion-- '

A. (Interposing) 3d Battalion, 1lst Infantry.

Q. What were the dates you were in Company A?

‘A, ' I was assigned to the brigade when they first got
activated in Hawaii and was in training there.

Q. What was this date?

A. I'd say about April 1966.

Q. '~ April 1966 | . joined the brigade?

a. The brigade, yes, sir. I wasn't there when they

actually activated the outfit for Vietnam.

(CARIS) 2 , _ APP T-362
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Q. Well let's go from about December 1967, and tell
me what happened and what your service with the brlgade was.

A. I was still a platoon sergeant of the company when
we landed in Vietnam. In January we were in training for a
period of about 1 month in a sort of secluded or fairly safe
‘area near the beach, along the beach on the South China Sea.
And on 19 January I got wounded. The squad leader in back of
me stepped on a mine and I got the shrapnel in the back of my
arm and was hospitalized for, oh, about a month and a half.

I wrote to one of the other platoon sergeants in the company.
When they first formed this task force I had no knowledge of
it because I was in the hospital. Then, I was recuperating
down in Cam Rahn Bay. The other sergeant told me that the com-
pany no longer worked for the brigade, that they had formed

~a task force and they were part of the task Force. I got out
of the hospital in early March, and I stayed back there in the
brigade rear for about a week, gathering all my clothing and
what have you. I had to straighted up all the equipment I had
and I rejoined the unit in LZ Dottie. . I was there 2 days when
this operation had gone so I actually didn't go on that par-
ticular operation. I was back in the company rear then in L%
Dottie. I stayed there and to my knowledge I had no knowledge
of what was going on because I stayed primarily in the tent
area. We had a little rest camp that we built, three tents in
there. I remember the company going out on that particular
operation. So I stayed back there for about another week or
two picking up my strength and then 901ng with the unit again
on the daily operations.

Q. You recall what date that you went back to the
field?

A. b Oh, it was the latter part of March, I think, that

I started g01ng out on operations. Until then I stayed back in.
Q. Okay, let's say you're back with the company, go
ahead. '

A, Yeah. I stayed with them for about another month

while we were still operating up in that task force and I con-
tracted malaria and went into the hospital again. This same
buddy that wrote to me kept me in contact as to what's happen-
ing back there. He told me the task force had disbanded and

(CARIS) 3 ' APP T-362
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that they were back with the brigade in the Duc Pho area. I
rejoined them again when I came out of the hospital after the
malaria, at Duc Pho again.

Q. All right. Let's go back to September ‘and October
of this past fall, 1969.

a. All right.

Q. Just this last fall. Where were you stationed then,
at Western Military?

A. Western Military, yes, sir.

Q. All right. Since September-October, when the

Pinkville or My Lai incident hit the news media, have you talked
to anyone from the old company or the brigade? :

A. No, I haven't. No, sir. There is only two of us
active Army there at the academy, a captain and myself. There's
no other individuals there.

Q. - He's not an Americal Division officer?
A. No, sir. ‘He's from the old 1lst Infantry, I believe.
Q. So since that time you have not spoken to anyone

about this incident who might have been connected with it?
A. No, sir.
Q. All right.

(COL ARMSTRONG oriented the witness as to the
operation as it was known to have occurred.)

Now, Sergeant CARIS, I've outlined on the map the
operation of Task Force Barker during the period of 15 to 26
March as it pertained to A Company, Bravo Company and Charlie
Company. Would you explain where you think you were during
this period and why?

A. Shortly after Captain SHELTON got hit, Lieutenant
JONES had assumed command. We had moved up to LZ Uptight.

(CARIS) 4 APP T-362
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It was there that Captain RIGGS assumed command of the company.
'We had daily operations from LZ Uptight. We always laagered

up at LZ Uptight for the night. We had a few squad ambush-type
operations at night. That's as far as I remember, then I felt
the symptoms of malaria on me, nauseous, periodic high tempera-
ture and sweating, periodic sweating and things of this nature.
They thought I had contracted malaria. They had sent me back
to LZ Dottie where we had set up a dispensary there. The
Captain thought I had malaria. Then they were pretty sure it
was malaria and evacuated me all the way to Chu Lai. I
wouldn't know exactly what month it was. I stayed there and
then was shipped to a hospital for my treatment of malaria.
When I returned to the unit they were back in the Duc Pho area
operatlng in our battalion AO.

Q. Do you recall the date you returned to the unit
after the malaria treatment?

A. March or April or May, I'm not sure on that.

Q. © You mentioned Lieutenant JONES what ever happened

to Lieutenant JONES7

A. - Well he was a platoon leader in the company He
was always a platoon leader.

Q. © What platoon leader, which platoon?
A. He had the 34 Platoon of Alpha Company.
Q. Do you know what ever happened to him? Was he

there when you returned from malaria?

A. + Yes, sir. He was there.

Q. | What was Lieutenant LUNDEEN's position in the
company?

A, He was the weapons platoon leader when I was there.
Q. Was he also some kind of executive officer?

A. | Yes, sir.

(caris) , 5 : APP T-362
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Q. Now, I'm 901ng to describe an incident that took
place in the company while you were gone, presumably while you
were gone, hoping that you can recall somebody telling you
about this. I'll feed it to you little by little to see if you
- can remember it. I'm making the assumption that you were gone
when this occurred. The company has finished the Pinkville
operaticn and has not yet moved back to Duc Pho. This is the
day of 18 or 19 March and they're moving across country. - They
are covered with a couple of choppers, route marches. This:
‘ring a bell with you? _

A, No, sir.

0. One of the choppers is flylng low and one of the
choppers flying high. These are the H-23-type now, not the
slicks.

A. I don't remember, sir.

Q. - They're being used as reconnaissance and protec-
tion. Does this happen very often?

A. No, sir, not that I know of.

Q. You don't particularly remember choppers flying
cover for you?

A. We had on one incident. We had the Phantoms where
Captain SHELTON went on that operation when he got wounded. I
think it was an extended operation of about a week or two and
they had the Phantoms. Charlie Company or Bravo Company made
contact across the river and they called an air strike on it.
We went in to check the results of the air strike after the
whole thing was over. That's why I think on that particular
day that evening that Captain SHELTON got hit and I was pinned
on the bridge and he was across the way when he got hit.

Q. Do you remember the day that EIKENBERRY and DAVIS
went over and captured a Viet Cong who had a: carbine and then
DAVIS later on was ‘wounded?

A. No, I sure can't remember that.
0. You remember DAVIS?

(CARIS) 6 . ~ APP T-362
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A. I know EIKENBERRY. If I see him, I will probably
remember who he is, but-- .

Q. (Interp051ng) He was "Little Tom." A good friend
‘of EIKENBERRY's.

A. The name sounds familiar. I can't seem to get a
picture of him.

Q. Okay. The time I'm trying to describe to you the
company was proceeding along and the choppers were flying cover
for them, out in front and to the flanks. The company was
going across a rice paddy area and one of the choppers started
hovering. It called and said they had a VC cornered and wanted
somebody to come and get him. You remember this?

A. ' No, sir.

Q. And two men went out from the company, presumably
from the lead platoon. They got up to him and one of them
jabbed him with a bayonet and then shot him while he was laying
there.

A. Well, I sure don't remember that.

Q. This made the chopper pilot real mad. The warrant
officer pilot chewed out the captain company commander, because
the warrant officer had kept his chopper hovering practically
for 20 minutes in that area exposing his equipment and his crew,
to get a prisoner. Then these two men went out and shot the
prisoner.

A. Well, I sure don't remember that.

Q. Now that would make the chopper pilot real mad, you
understand why?
A. Sure.
Q. He chewed out the company commander and the company

commander called the platoon leader. The platoon leader turned
around and asked the rifleman, "Why did you shoot that that guy?"
And the rifleman says, "Ah,ah,ah,ah,ah,ah,ah,ah," and the
platoon leader says, "You mean he had a grenade in his pocket?"
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The rifleman says, "Yes, he had a grenade in his pocket." Now
this came over the air. If this would have happened, do you
think you would have heard about it?

A, I'm pretty sure I would have. I'm pretty sure I
would have.

Q. Because this came over the radio. They heard it
in the chopper. Not only the pilot heard it, but the gunners
heard it. The doorgunners heard it.

A. Well, I sure can't remember that. I don't recall
that, no, sir. '

Q. You know of any incident where prisoners were
murdered?
A. No, not to my knowledge. I actually only remained

there I think a short length of time during the operations of
Barker. I completed that operation with Captain SHELTON when
he got wounded, and I'd say about 3 or 4 days while we were up
in Uptight and that was all. I'd say at the most on operations
with Task Force Barker I spent possibly about 2 weeks, at the
most, because I was either coming out of the hospital or going
into the hospital during that period. :

Q. A Company was with Task Force Barker about 7
weeks as you will recall.

COIL ARMSTRONG: Well at this time I'd like to point out to you, .
Sergeant CARIS, that you are reminded that you are not to talk
about what's gone on in this room to anyone except a judicial,
legislative or administrative investigator. I would also like
to say if you have any documents, pictures, anything like this
of that area that would he helpful in this investigation we
would appreciate you sending them to us. If you do, we will
duplicate them and return the original right back to you. I
don't anticipate that you'd be called before any of these
investigating groups, but if they are official, anything that
you've said here can be said in front of them. There is no
restriction on that. T would also like to thank you for coming.
If we knew you weren't there, we probably wouldn't have

called you at this time. I appreciate your coming in. I will
say again you are directed not to discuss what went on here
today.
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A. Yes, sir.

Q. ‘ I appreciate you coming in.

A. Will you be needing me further?

0. | I don't_think so, but we will have to check.

We will recess now.

' (The hearing recessed at 1342 hours, 13 February
1970.)
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY

WITNESS: CHAPPEL, Herbert L. SSG
DATE OF TESTIMONY: 13 February 1970
PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon
WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A

COUNSEL: None

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: Platoon Sergeant,
Third Platoon, A/3/1.

1. THE COMBAT ASSAULT.

a. Actions on the 1lé6th.

They moved into blocking position on the 16th
(pg. 7). Two men from CHAPPEL's platoon were killed by
booby traps that day (pg. 7).

b. Actions on the 17th.

The platoon moved across the river on the 17th
and searched the beach before joining the company (pg. 9).
That night they were hit by grenades and two men were
killed (pg. 9).

c. Actions on the 18th;

Lieutenant Colonel BARKER came to their position
on the 18th and "investigated the area" (pg. 10). The company
then searched a village where they found some uniforms (pg.10).
As they began to move across the river they received some
sniper fire which pinned down the company for awhile
(pg. 11). CHAPPEL deployed a squad to put down the enemy
fire so the company could get across the bridge (pgs. 11, 12).
That night CHAPPEL'S platoon guarded the bridge (pg. 13).
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d. Actions on the 19th.

The witness remembered that the helicopters which
were flying cover that day cornered a VC with a carbine
(pg. 16). The pilot wanted the webbing (pg. 17). He did
not remember a similar incident in which the suspects were
killed thus causing an air to ground argument between the
pilot and the company commander (pgs. 17, 18).

2. OTHER INFORMATION.
The witness had not discussed the 16 March operation

with anyone since it became a matter of public knowledge
(Ppg. 6).
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_ (The hearing reconvened at 1442 hours, 13
Februarxry 1970.) '

COL ARMSTRONG: The hearing will come to order.

RCDR: The following persons are present: COL ARMSTRONG,
MAJ APICI, and MAJ COOP.

o The next witness is Staff Sergeant Herbert L.
CHAPPEL.

(SSG CHAPPEL was called as a witness, was sworn,
and testified as follows:

Will you state your full name, grade, Social
Security number, branch of service, organization and station?
Iy .
k]
A. R Staff Sergeant Herbert L. CHAPPEL, Jr., Social
Security number , Army, Brdvo Company, 5th Battalion,
lst Brigade, Fort Jackson, South Carolina.

COL ARMSTRONG: Sergeant CHAPPEL, I'm Colonel ARMSTRONG and I've
been designated by the Office of the Chief of Staff to assist
General PEERS in this investigation.

A, Yes, sir.

Q. Major APICI has also been designated by the Office
of the Chief of Staff to assist. You should know that there
are other groups taking testimony like this and we have civil-
ian attorneys who have volunteered to help the Secretary of the
Army in this investigation.

A. + Yes, sir.

o General PEERS alone has the respon51b111ty to
7i.jest the testimony, write the report, and come up with the
conclus¢ons and recommendations. General PEERS and a small
group of his people have visited Vietnam, have been over the
s0 called My Lai-Pinkville area. They visited the Americal
bivision, the brigade headquarters, LZ Dottie, LZ Uptight,
walked across My Lai (4) and saw just about everything that
can possibly be seen. No stone is being left unturned, look-
ing ¢ see what happened in that particular period of time.

A. Yes, sir.

-
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Q. That's because the honor of the United Btates
Army, it's men and reputation is at stake in this thing.
It's highly important that all of us do what we can to
bring the facts to light. ‘As such you've been asked to

come in here, not because we think that you have pertinent
information, but perhaps you can fill in just a small little
niche that we need to confirm or not confirm certain facts.
I will shortly go off the record and when I do I will brief
you on the operations of Task Force Barker, to try to focus
- your thinking back 2 years. , :

A. Yes, sir.

Q. . Which we appreciate is an extremely difficult
thing for anyone to do. There isn't any one of us in this
room that would like to be held accountable for remembering
what he did 2 years ago the day before Valentines Day.

A. Yes, sir.

Q. We know that this is very difficult. But of the
witnesses that have appeared before us, some of them remember
a little bit more than others. Some of them see it from a
different angle, something happens that makes them recall it
to memory. We know this happened on a Saturday and the next
day was Easter; this may click with some people. Some people
may remember a buddy getting it. They associate it with dif-
ferent things. To some people the operation is more clear
than to others. So I will go over and try to bring you along
a little bit, feeding you information, bit by bit, hoping that
it will jar your memory. I'm hoping that you can really think
and come up with something, some little detail that you don't
even think is important, but which may be. Consequently this
has got to be a rather informal thing in the way that we are
conducting this investigation for we want you to feel com-
pletely at ease and really concentrate on every thlng in
thinking back and trying to recollect what happened in that
particular period of time. Before we do this I'm going to
ask you a couple of questions which are for the record and
are necessary to sort of lead you into it and start your
thinking process a little bit.

A. Okay.
Q. Would you please explain to us the dates and the
duty positions you held while you were with the 1llth Brigade

and the Americal Division in Vietnam, and the date you termi-
nated that service? ; ‘
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A.

Well, sir, I left Hawaii with the 11th Brigade

and the date I think was November, I believe in the 20's.
I don't remember the exact dates and we joined the Americal
Division in Vietnam. ,

Q.
A.

Q.

When did you land in Vietnam; do you recall that?
Yes, sir, we were on the water 20--

(Interposing) So it was in December 1967 that you

landed in Vietnam?

A.

Q'

A. H
the 1llth.

Q = &

o

(CHAPPEL)

Yes, sir.

What was your job?

Platoon sergeant, sir.

in What-company::what Qutfit?:

A/3/1. " |

That's the 3d Battalion of the lst Infantry?
Yes, sir. I was the 3d Platoon sergeant.

You were the platoon sergeant of the 3d Platoon?
Yes, sir.

All right.

I left 11 July 1968 I believe. I believe it was

All right.

And during that time of course I--
(Interposing) Where did you go?

I came back home, sir, then I went to--
(interposing) You rotated home?

Yes, sir.

3 | ~ APP T-364
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Q. ~+ In July?
A.' . Yes, sir. Because I was in Hawaii with the 1llth

Brigade and they knocked, I think, 3 months or so off of my
tour. I was with the llth Brlgade during that tlme.

Q. All rlght.

A. Most of the time. Although, where I'm_at now is
Fort Jackson, South Carolina. ]

0. But basically you were platoon sergeant of 3d
Platoon, A/3/1? o

A. Yes, sir.

Q. From the period of December 1967 to the mlddle of
July 1968 when you returned to the States, were you absent at
any time during this period?

A, Yes, sir. I had malaria. That was in May 1968.
Q. How long were you not for duty?
A, © Twenty-seven days, sir, away from the unit. During

that time I came home from the hospital, my father died. I
was up at Cam Ranh Bay during the time I was absent, then prior
to that I took a 6-day R&R to Australia.

Q. And when was this; do'you recall?‘

A. | Well, it was right before I had malaria, 6 May I
believe. C .

Q. Sometlme after the flrst of May you went on R&R?
A. Yes, sir. for 6 days. And I came back and after

2 days I believe. ‘I come down with malaria.

Q. Who was your platoon leader then at that time?_

A, Lieutenant BOYLES to start with, sir, and he
got hit in the arm--

Q. (Interposing) Do you remember when he got hit?
A. I think 3 monthsg after we'd landed over there

but I don t remember the exact date.
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Q. Okay. Was it around Tet in early February maybe?

A. Right, sir. We were setting up a blocking force

at the end of that village; I don't remember the name of that
‘village. We had two companies on a push, our company was on

" the blocking force, I think that's it. It had been tore up
pretty bad. The French buildings in there had been blown up

and so forth. So we lost him during that time; I don't remember
" the date.

Q. | It was right around Tet?

A. Right, sir.

Q. | okay. ° Then who did you. have°m

A, ’WLleﬁtenant ARCHIBALD. |

Q. . How long did he last?

A. Well, sif; Helgot hit but he came back to us again.

He was there when I left.
Q. Okay, but he got hit earlier?

A Yes, sir. He got hit in the hand with shrapnel from
a grenade.

Q. Okay.

a. But he was only out for about ‘a week or so. It
wasn't nothing’ for it wasn't%that serious, for he came back
on duty. When he got hit, I was in the hospital during that
time.

Q. Do you remember Lieutenant‘WHITE?
A. Yes, sir. | |
0. Was he ever your platoon leader?
A, Just for a fractional period of time. In other

words it was just a few days 'he was there. Then they switched.
He was changed, went somewhetre else, 'I believe.

Q. Lieutenant LUNDEEN?
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A. Lieutenant LUNDEEN was XO. He was my platoon
leader for a while and then he took over the company for
a period of time when Captain TRINKLE got hit. He took
over the company for a short period of time.

Q. What about Lieutenant JONES?

A. ’ Lieutenant JONES was lst Platoon, lst Platoon
leader. He rotated out as soon as he got the malaria.

Q. What about Lieutenant.COKER?

A. Oh, yes, sir., I recogniée him. Lieutenént COKER

was there just for a while; they were switching around. Then
he left and went to MACV. And then Lieutenant ARCHIBALD took
his place in the platoon.

Q. But at one time or another all of these people were

your platoon leader?
"

A. Yes, sir.

Q. All right. Let's switch‘our mind quickly now to
this past fall.

A. Yeah.

Q. September or October when the news media came out

announcing about the huge massacre or the killing of civilians
at My Lai or Pinkville? Do you remember that? ' :

A. Well known.

Q. _ You remember thlS back last fall when this came

out in the news? Since that time have you talked to anyone
from the old outfit or the brigade or the Amerlcal about what
happened there? '

A. No, sir. Actually until this day I hadn't seen
anyone I was with over there.

Q. So you really haven't discussed this w1th any of
your old buddies?

A, No, sir.
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Q. At this time I would like to orient you to the
operations of Task Force Barker during March of 1968.

(The witness was oriented using MAP-4 and
Exhibit P-1.)

Sergeant CHAPPEL, I briefed you on the general oper-
ations of Task Force Barker for the period of about 15 March
to about 27 March. Would you tell us what you remember of
this operation? _

“A. Well, sir, during that period, I'll start from
where I can remember. The day prior to losing that squad

of men, I was setting up a blocking force when we had set

up before firing across the river and I lost two of my men--
three men, as it were, one of my machlnegunners and assist-
ant gunners, on a boobytrap.

‘Q. When was this on the 15th?

A. The day prior to losing those men in the....
Q. ALl rlght.” Fé‘ls 6 Marth., This is the
first day you moved 1nt@ the' biocklng position?

A, Yes, sir.

Q. You lost how many men?

A. I lost two men on the gun and an RTO, a radio

operator, on boobytraps.
Q. Can you name the radio operator?

Al No, sir, not right off I can't. I can remember
the machinegunner.

Q. What's his name?

A. © 'COOK. . U

Q. COOK?

A, Yés, sir,

Q. And who else?

A. His assistant, he was a new guy and hadn't had
it long. ’ -
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Q. All right.

A, And then after that--
Q. (Interposing) Was COOK evacuated?
A. Yes, sir. He died on the way in. He got hit in

the back. He got the most of it in the back. The word we
got was that he died on the way in. Anyway, we loaded those
two up and the chopper took off we started back into position
and that's when the radio man stepped on another one, got his
foot, so we called the same ship back. They came back and
picked him up. ’

Q. Was that MOORE?

A. Sir?

Q. Was that MOORE?

A, : Right, that's tﬁe fadio man, |

Q. Could it have been MILLER?

A. No, sir, MOORE.

Q. MOORE? That was your radio man?

A. ' Yes, sir. | ;

Q. Okay. Keep going. &

A And then Qe moved over acrosé the river and we

spotted, I believe sir when--

Q. ' (Interposing) Wheh did you movs across the river?
A, Sir? |

Q. Wheh did you move across the river?

A. The following day after that, or that evening’ohe;

I don't remember. Either the next morning or that afternoon.
No, that afternoon. Because dark was about to get us there
and that's when we bedded down. We bedded down in the same
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Q. All right.

A. And then after that--
Q. (Interposing) Was COOK evacuated?
A. - Yes, sir. He died on the way in., He got hit in

the back. He got the most of it in the back. The word we
got was that he died on the way in. Anyway, we loaded those
two up and the chopper took off we started back into position
and that's when the radio man stepped on another one, got his
foot, so we called the same ship back. They came back and
picked him up. ' :

Q. Was that MOORE?

A. Sir?

Q. Was that MOORE?

A. . , Right, that's tﬁe fadio man. ’

Q. | Could it have been MILLER?

A. No, sir, MOORE.

Q. MOORE? That was your radio man? -

A. ' Yes, sir. ;

Q. Okay. Keep going.t

A And then We moved over acrosé the rivef and we

spotted, I believe sir when--

Q. (Interbosing) When did you mov? across the river?
A. Sir? . | |

Q. When did you move across the river?

A. The following day after that, or that évening one,

I don't remember. Either the next morning or that afternoon.
No, that afternoon. Because dark was about to get us there
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place we ate chow and it was the first time that we had done
that in a good while. Anyway, prior to that we spotted

some men in uniform so we called to find out if any of the
ARVN's were over there. They said no, so my platoon went
down. I was the lead platoon and we went down and searched
this area out and this village. This was fine--

Q.

A.
of
in

(Interposing) Was this across the river?

Yes, sir. Then we came back and joined the rest
the company in a little wooded area sitting right out there
the rice fields. And we ate chow and then we bedded down.

That night everything was pretty quite, you know, and every-
thing opened up all at once, a 79 on my right, small weapons
firing at the woodline, and then some thrown grenades. At
the time we thought it was mortars. The next morning come to
find out it was grenades; they had slipped right up on us.

Q.

Do you remember the men who were killed there?

Were they in your platoon?

A.

No, sir. This was the whole weapons squad of

the 1lst Platoon.

Q.

A.

It wasn't the 24 Platoon?

Sergeant ELLIOT's platoon I believe. I was

thinking it was the 1lst, it may have been the 2d. And we
evacuated them out that night, brought the helicopter in
with flashlights. Other than the two dead, we couldn't
get them aboard. :

Q. Okay. When did you get those out?

A, The next morning, sir.

Q. e Who got them out?

A. Sergeant ELLIOT called the ship back in. And then
when he--

Q. (Interposing) Did the first sergeant come along

with them? Did Sergeant BRACY come in with the ship?

A.

Yes, sir.
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Q. Do you remember him being there and taking those
bodies out of there?

A. ;I remember him coming in. I know he came in on
the ship. I don't know whether he went back with it or not.
Then the colonel came out and investigated the area.

Q. . . Which colonel? Colonei BARKER?

A, BARKER, yes, sir.

Q. He came out to see?

A. Yes, the next morning. At first we called and

told them we were getting mortared, and the company commander
called him back the next morning and told him what it was,
and he came in and checked the area. He didn't stay but a
short time. '

Q. Who was the company commander at this time?

A, Captain RIGGS, sir. R

Q. You remember Captain RIGGS being the active commanderf
A. Sir? :
Q. You remember Captain RIGGS specifically commanding

the company- at this time?

A, Yes, sir.
Q. You're right.
A. And then that day after we had everything squared

away we moved up and searched this village out. We found some
uniforms and so on and so forth I don't much remember and
a little bit of-- :

Q. (Interposin nd where was this; back up across
the river now?

A. ‘ North....

Q. North of the river?
(CHAPPEL) | 10 ' APP T-364
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A. Right. Now we are still on the same side.

Q. Okay. So you're down on the same side of the
~river that you got the grenade attack on? '

“A. Right, sir.
0. Okay.
A. And we searched the villége, pulled out of it., I'm

almost sure we started back. No, prior to going back across
the river we searched this other village out and it had been
burnt partially. Some of the men, I don't remember how many,
went up above us and checked that area out and came out with
nothing new, I mean that we didn't have any action at that
time. We started back across the river and I was lead platoon.
I got across and the majority of the rest of them got across
and a sniper opened up back out in the rice fields. And they
pinned down the captain on the bridge at that time and I sent
my men up to give them some cover fire and we finally got them
off the bridge. Then I believe we bedded down. We did but I
don't remember where we stayed at. I don't remember whether
that was the same time or not. But anyway if it was we bedded
down about I guess 1,000 meters the other side of the river
~after we got across. I don't remember if this was the same
time or not; we made so many trips in there. But that's what
I recall; we got both encounters on that same bridge there.

Q. You did not lose Captain RIGGS there?
A, No, sir. But we lost Captain TRINKLE.
Q. Captain TRINKLE?
- A, Oh no. I forgét his name. He only stayed with

us about 2 or 3 weeks and he got hit.. He had been hit before
prior to coming to us. What was his name? SHELTON it seems
like, Captain SHELTON.

Q. '~ Captain RIGGS took over from him?
A. That's right.
Q. But this was RIGGS that you relieved the sniper

fire from when he was on that bridge?

A, Yes, sir. We had already lost two company com-
manders on that damn bridge.
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Q. And you didn't want to lose another?

A, Right, sir. Captain SHELTON, I mean he seemed
like he was real nice. I hated to lose him. Of course I
hated to loose any of them.

Q. He was a good company commander?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. All right. Then you went back across the bridge,
sniper fire pinned Captain SHELTON down--Captain RIGGS?

A, Captain RIGGS, - sir.

Q. You relieved the sniper fire. This more or less

committed your platoon, you deployed it?

A. Then I--

Q. (Interposing) The rest of the company then could
move on?

A. Right, sir. I deployed mine over the same bank

where we lost them men when we moved into that blocking force

along there. And I believe, I'm not for sure, whether it was

this time or not we bedded down up above there and moved out
before daybreak the next morning.

0. Well, you bedded down that night, this is the nlgh;
we're talking about, on Hill 108. Now what I'm trying to dis-
cern is how you got to Hill 108? I will show you where Hill
108 is (pointing out location on map). You can see it right?
A, Right.

Q. This is where you are. This is where you went into
position when you got grenaded?

A. Right.

Q. Then you went over to these Villages and cleaned
them out?

A. Right, sir.
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Q. ' Went back in, crossed this river here, across
the bridge again?

A. Right, sir.

0. This is where you got sniped at?

A. | .Right.

Q. Now you walked all this way? You walked?

A. Right, we walked.

Q. Do you recall this?

A. Not clearly, sir. I vaguely remember moving

across the river.

Q. Did the company move on out after you'd deployed
a squad to relieve your company commander?

A. Right, sir. We moved out.
0. The company moved on out, right?
A. Right, sir.

Q. Did your platoon still lead or did they let
“another platoon lead? :

A, I was left behind to guard that bridge that night,

- my platoon, and we caught one man coming across. The rest of
the company was back with the mortars, back behind me, back
behind to the left. My platoon stayed there as more of a guard
- on that bridge. And we picked up one man and they decided that
he didn't know anything; anyway they didn't take him in. But
we stayed there overnight. We joined the rest of the company

and we moved out farther on back. I don't remember exactly
where,

Q. Up past Uptight is my understanding. Pretty long

- march?
CoAs Right, sir.
Q. | Who was leading that day?
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A, I was, sir.

Q. You were leading again?

A, ‘Right, gir. I iead most of the time. Especiaily
when it would get hot.

Q. Okay.

A. About every time the lst Platoon would start

leading they'd get us lost. They didn't know too much and
people like me didn't want the platoon leading out anyway,
but actually--

Q. (Interposing) Was Sergeant WATANABE on this mission?

A, I don't know if he was on that particular one with .
us or not, sir. '

0. Was he a platoon sergeant?

A. He was the weapons platoon sergeant.

Q. He was the weapons platoon sergeant?

A, Yes, sir, Towards the last there. To start with

when I first joined them WATANABE was my first sergeant and
then right before we went across Sergeant BRACY came in.

Q. : Right.

A. And WATANABE went to a platoon, as the weapons
platoon sergeant.

Q. All right. And who was RAVENCRAFT?

A. Well, he was in between, he was weapons platoon

sergeant at the time, part time.

Q. And what was in the weapons platoon?
A. It had the mortars, sir.

Q. It had just the mortar section?

A, Right, sir.
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Q. Did you have any machineguns in there or did
you have a machinegun squad in the platoon?

A. No, sir. We had two machineguns with each platoon.
Q. Each rifle platoon?

A. Right, sir.

Q. | So your weapons platoon--

A. (Interposing) Was just the mortars.

Q. Just your mortars?

A. Yes, sir. They usually stayed in the rear. We

didn't take them. We tock them sometimes but hardly ever
would we take them with us. :

0. Remember Sergeant BENGE?
A. ' Right, sir. He worked with the mortars.
Q. All right. Remember him along on this operation

being security element for the company commander or the com-
pany command group?

A. I don't know on. that operation whether he was
there or not. Not right offhand.

Q. Do you remember Sergeant EIKENBERRY?

A. Right, sir. He was in my platoon

Q. Good man?

A, Good point man.

Q. Good demo man?

A. Yes, sir. He carried the demolitions, and all

the way around he was good too.

Q. Do you think you were leading going up out of

this area up past LZ Uptight?

A. Right, sir.
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Q. All right, now let me ask you this, do you remember
the Primo birds?

A. . What, sir?
Q. The H~-23's?
A, Well actually we've had them a lot of times. We'd

run into something and they'd come in for investigation, fly
around, and try to spot them for us.

Q. In other words, scout for you, cover for you?
A, Right, sir. |

Q. : You say a lot of times?

‘A, Right, sir.

Q. Did they do this quite often?

A, Well a few times anyway, sir.

Q. Few times?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Not this operaﬁion, but do you remember another

operation where one of those 23's or a pair of them because
they always flew in pairs, one low and one high--

A, (Interposing) Right, sir.

Q. Where one of these 23s cornered at Viet Cong
with a carbine? '

A. We went over—--right, sir. They called and we went
over.

Q. ETKENBERRY went over and brought the guy back with
his carbine?

A. Right, sir.

Q. Remember that?

A. Right, sir.
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Q. Another time, and that's when I think this. hap-
pened, out to the front of the company, reasonably far out--
this chopper, one of these Primo birds started circling real
close to the ground. The call came down he had a suspect
cornered, had him pinned down.

A. Right, sir.
Q. Can you tell me about that incident?
A, Well, sir, not really. I don't remember who it was

went over and policed.

Q. What do you mean policed?

A, He went out there and got him.

Q. - What do you mean?

A. The bird held him down in other words and called
for somebody to come over.

Q. _ Yeah.

A ' But I don't remember even if he had a weapon or

what type. I just don't recall.

Q. Do you remember when it was over the pilot being
real angry?

Al One time the pilot was wanting the webbing, and

came in there. I don't remember whether that's the same time
or not. I believe that's the one EIKENBERRY got; I'm not for
Sure. And the pilot wanted the webbing. '

Q. You remember one when the pilot got real mad and
chewed out the company commander for what happened to this
man?

a. No, sir. I don't.

Q. The pilot was out there with his aircraft for
apout 20 minutes. He called down and said, "I've got one
Pinned down; come and get him." Two men went out there

from the company. Presumably it would be the lead platoon
. wouldn't it? : |

-
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A. Right, sir, though I'm not sure.

Q. A guy went out. It was off to the left of the
direction the company was going, actually in this case it
was the west. Two men went out there, a couple of shots
were fired, the two men rejoined the company. The company
commander called down what happened, "He was a Cong; we
killed him.,"

Then the pilot said, "What do you mean murdering
that guy? I've been here in the air for 20 minutes pinning
this guy down, trying to get you a prisoner, exposing my
aircraft, myself, and my crew. When you guys walk up, you
murder him., Why?2"

Do you remember ever hearing anything like that?
A. No, sir.

Q. The pilot then heard over his radio, the following
type of conversation. He apparently was in on the company
command net for the platoon. The company commander called

the platoon leader, "What happened?" The platoon leader ap-
parently held the transmission power on and turned on and
said, "What did you guys do?" He heard a guy stammering and
the platoon leader said, "You mean he had a grenade in his
pocket?" And loud and clear, "Yeah, he had a grenade in his
pocket." And the platoon leader calls the company commander
and says, "It was a Viet Cong; he had a grenade in his pocket."
The pilot says, "It will be a cold day in hell,"” or words to
this effect, "before I ever pin down another one and risk my
life for you guys,"” and flys away. Did you ever hear anything

like that?

A, I never heard anything about that.

Q. Could that have happened in your ¢ompany?

A. Sir?

Q. Could that have happened in your company?

A. I wouldn't think so, sir.

Q. You could understand why the pilot would‘be mad?
A, Sir?
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Q. You could understand why the pilot would be mad?

A. Well, sir, I understand, but if he didn't have any
weapon I can't see why we'd kill him.

Q. He walked up to this guy, the guy turned his head
and looked up at him, and he jabbed him with a bayonet and
them shot him with two rounds right through the head.

A; I don't know anything about that, sir. It looks
to me like I would have heard about it. ‘

Q. I would think so too. Can you think of any incidents
like this that ever happened that you heard about?

A, No, sir. I didn't know of any that was killed in
other words unless we were in a battle or something and killed
them. We captured all kinds with weapons and all without kil-
ling them. But of course again, you know, if you have to, you
have to.

Q. You have to?

A, ' Right, sir.

Q. Let me put it this way, would you consider that
wrong?

A, To kill an unarmed? Yes, sir. Yes, sir, definitely.
Q. B When this stuff hit the newspaper about Pinkville

and C Company, what was your reaction to it? As an individual
what did you really think? '

A. Well, sir, memories came back of all the battles
I've had and we lost a lot of men in that place. One opera-
tion when we were in that graveyard we got pinned down with
mortars. I got down; I had 16 men. We hit a lot of boobytraps
and that's when we got them out of those tunnels. They were
all tunnelled in. And all of those bombs; they had 500-pound-
bomb boobytraps in there.

Q. When was this?
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A, I don't remember the time; one of the operations,
sir. That's when we really first got into the main body of
where the big buildings were at and they had their tunnels
lined with brick. Then we found one carbine down in there
after we got in and we found a cache of mortar rounds. We
stayed around there and got the engineers in there to blow

up the boobytraps, so on and so forth, and put these crystal-
type gas in the tunnels. Then we moved across the river and
that's when we caught a lot of those nurses. I think it was

9 or 11 that got out of a well which was an exit for a tunnel.

Q. What. did you do with the nurses?

A, We shipped them out, sir. We had an interpreter
that came out trylng to .get some information. That's when
one of the companies, I'm not sure, I believe it was Bravo
Company, on the other side of the river, up the river, and
all these people-—-some of the men went up on top of a hill
and they seen a bunch of men taking off. So we took off

up through there and tried to catch them. They started to-
wards Bravo Company. And they opened up and there was only
one dead and the rest of them got away. We came back and
stayed in that village that night. I'm not sure, but I
think we did.

a. Can you point this area out on the map, that this
happened?
A. Right. It's right across from Pinkville. There's

a lot of water in there and a little island not far from the
shore, right in this area in here (indicating on map).

0. Who was company commander then?
"~ A. Ah....

Q. During that operation?

A, We had a Captain TRINKLE I think it was, it seems
like.

Q. That wasn't the time that he got hit?

A. No, sir. |

Q. This was before then?

A, Right, sir.
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Q. Okay.

A. ' I'm almost sure.
Q. But your reaction--

A. -(Interposing) I'm postive now he was company com-—

mander at that time. I believe he was; I'm not rightly sure.

Q. Let's go back to when this news came out last fall.
You say you immediately started thinking about your old opera-
tions in that area?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Were you surprised by this news that there had been
a lot of killing of civilians?

A. Well, sir, I didn't even understand it and really
didn't realize what was going on at that time.

Q. You mean thlS did not surprise you? You thought
that this could have happened knowing rifle companies over
there and rifle companies in that sort of area and the way
men think and so forth?

A, No, sir. I knew that things happen but it would be
easy done without knowing, because we received a lot of fire
getting into a village and some of those villages are concealed
in the trees and actually you can be firing into houses.

Q. ‘ Well you know how that this could happen accidentally
and kill people?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. But actually that isn't what it said. It said

that these people were gathered up and mowed down.

A, Yes, sir, but I know you can't pay any attention to
the news all the time or you'll never get the true picture.

Q. In other words you didn't believe that?
A, No, sir.

Q. | All rignt. | A
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Q. Sergeant CHAPPEL, I appreciate your coming in and

I want to thank you for it. You have been very helpful. I've
got a few things that I'd like to caution you about: don't
talk about-what's gone on in this room with anyone. Parti-
cularly anybody who may be a witness in this or become a wit-
ness in this investigation, unless you're called before some
official administrative, legislative, or judicial investigation,

A, Yes, sir.

Q. Then you're permitted to talk of course. What you've
said here dcesn’t keep you from testifying there.

A. Yes, sir.

Q. If you happen to have any photographs, papers, maps,
this sort of thing, of this area about that time, we'd appre-
ciate you sending them to us. We'll reproduce them and send
the originals right back to you.

A. Right, sir.

Q. I've told you a lot of things. It should make you
think, should recall things to you.

A. Yes, sir.

Q. You recalled a lot more than you really realized

that you remembered already this afternoon. Going back you
may think more about this. If you remember anything more,

no matter how insignificant you may think it is, don't you
hesitate to call us. Down there at Fort Jackson you can get
to an Autovon without any trouble and all you have to do is
pick up the phone and call the Peers Ingquiry and get the word
to us on anything that you may remember. We'd appreciate
anything that you can add. I give you .an opportunity now to
ask any questions or to make a statement if you wish for the
record.

A, No, sir.
COL ARMSTRONG: The hearing will recess.

(The hearing recessed at 1543 hours, 13 February
1970.) :

{CHAPPEL) 22 APP T-364
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY

WITNESS: COKER, Donald S.

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 18 February 1970
PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon
WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A

COUNSEL: None

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: Second Platoon Leader,
A/3/1. '

1. PRIOR TRAINING IN THE RULES OF LAND WARFARE.

COKER did not recollect receiving any training
concerning the handling of PW's (pgs. 36, 37). While he
recalled the five S's, he did not remember an explanation of

"safeguarding" PW's (pg. 38). He thought the rules of
engagement were covered in his Vietnam orientation, but he
could not remember the details of it (pg. 40). He did not
receive any instructions on the reporting of atrocities
(pg. 4l1). There was training on the Geneva Conventions,
and he received a card on it (pg. 41). The troops did have
training on legal versus illegal orders (pgs. 41, 42). He

thought a JAG officer gave this class (pg. 42).
2, PREOPERATIONAL PLANS AND BRIEFINGS.

As COKER understood it A Company got the job as
blocking force because they had been working quite hard and

needed a chance to "catch their breath" (pg. 12). The witness
was given the concept and mission of the overall operation
by Captain RIGGS (pg. 30). Nothing was said about burning

the villages or killing livestock (pg. 30).

(COKER) ' 1 , SUM APP T-377
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3. THE COMBAT ASSAULT.

a. Actions on the 1l6th.

While he could not recall the exact position of the
blocking foreon the 1l6th it was near a bridge (pg. 12).
However, they were not in a position to see what was happening
across the river (pg. 12). COKER recalled a couple of men
from Lieutenant WHITE's platoon being wounded by booby traps
(pg. 13). He could not remember spending the night in the
blocking position (pg. 13).

b. Actions on the 17th.

On the 17th they moved several thousand meters to
the top of a mountain on the west side of Pinkville (pg.1l3).
- They were still north of the Diem Diem River (pg. 13). That
night a sapper platoon threw grenades into their position
and killed GRENHAM and SEVIER and wounded others (pg. 14).
The machinegun crews had consolidated their positions
so that they could get some sleep and had set up in a
position that was impossible to defend (pg. 15).

c. Actions on the 18th.

On the morning of the 18th Lieutenant Colonel
BARKER, Colonel HENDERSON, and an artillery colonel came to
their position and Captain RIGGS was reprimanded (pgs. 15,
16) . RIGGS was upset about this (pg. 16). RIGGS reprimanded
JONES who apparently felt that they should not have stayed
on top of the hill in the first place (pg. 16).

d. Actions on the 19th.

On the 19th the company moved to the beach (pg.19).
4. OTHER INFORMATION.

a. Discussion of the incident.

The witness had not discussed the incident with
anyone from the 11lth Brigade since the matter came to the
public's attention (pg. 5).

(COKER) 2 . SUM APP T-377
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b. COKER's assessment of the leadership in A Company.

COKER was not surprised to hear about the My Lai
incident because he felt the leadership was immature (pg.5).
However , he believed the incident was an isolated one
(pg. 11). In making this judgment the witness specifically
referred to Lieutenant WHITE (pg. 6). Lieutenant JONES was
a "John Wayne" type who risked his life at times and the
men did not always want to follow him (pg. 7). Captain RIGGS
was not the type person to get excited (pg. 7). He opined
that Captain TRINKLE was an outstanding officer (pg.7).
Captain SHELTON burned too many villages and did not seem
to care about how the Vietnamese people felt (pgs. 7, 8,
30) . The men often burned hootches unnecessarily (pg. 33).
There were some NCO's who killed too many people (pg. 8).
Sergeant E-5 Jeffrey TERTE was"busted"for smoking marijuana
(pgs. 8, 9). COKER thought that TERTE had unnecessarily
killed two VC on one acasion, but he could not prove it

(pg. 9).

c. Radio frequencies.

All the squad radios in the brigade were on the
same frequency because crystals for them could not be
obtained (pg. 17). A Company had a lot of problems with
radio interference (pg. 17).

d. Destruction of rice.

COKER recalled an incident in which they found
rice in a group of houses which Captain SHELTON, who was then
company commander, caused to be blown up when it was
discovered there was too much rice to evacuate (pg. 23).

e. Cornering of VC suspects.

COKER did not recall an incident in which two
VC suspects were cornered by a helicopter pilot and later
killed by A Company thus causing an argument between the
helicopter pilot and the company commander (pgs. 25-28).

(COKER) 3 SUM APP T-377
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EXHIBITS -
EXHIBIT . :
NUMBER DESCRIPTION NOTES - PAGES
11th Bde Reg 1-3 dtd Entered 1into
D-13 31 Mar 67 "Administratidu evidence. 1
Reporting of Serious
Incidents"
"Extracted Entries Entered 1nto
M-117 Mr. James A, MAY's evidence. 1
Notebook™ dtd 18 Feb 70
Article from The Reportdr Entered into
M-118 Volume 22 Ed, 1 of evidence. 1
1 June 1968, pg. 1l6.
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(The.hearing reconvened at 0925 hours, 18
February 1970.)

COI: ARMSTRONG: The hearing will come to order.

RCDR: - The following persons are present: COL ARM-
STRONG, LTC BRANDT, and MAJ COOP.

I have some exhibits to enter. The first is Re-
gulation No. 1-3. This is Headgquarters, 1llth Infantry
Brigade, dated 31 March 1967. The subject, "Administration
Reporting of Serious Incidents." This is entered into the
record and identified as Exhibit D-13.

The next exhibit is a memorandum for record,
subject, "Extracted Entries, Mr. James A. MAY's Notebook,
dated 18 February 1970," and it has one inclosure. This is
introduced into evidence and identified as Exhibit M-117.

The next exhibit is an extracted newspaper art-
icle from The Reporter, Volume 22, edition of 1 June 1968,
page 16. It is entered into the record and identified as
M—llB .

.8ir, the next witness is Mr. Donald COKER.

(MR COKER was called as a witness, was sworn,
and testified as follows:)

Will you state your full name, occupation, and
address? ‘

A. ‘_ .Donald Steen COKER, accountant, Dikinson, Texas.
You need my full address?

RCDR: Yes.

A, 3532 Vupon Drive, Dikinson, Texas.

COL ARMSTRONG: Mr. COKER, I am Colonel ARMSTRONG and on my
left is Colonel BRANDT. We have been designated by the Chief
of Staff to assist General PEERS in this inquiry. What I
would like to know, have you read these preliminary instruc-
tions? :

(COKER) 1 : APP T-377
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A. Yes, sir.

Q. Do you understand them?

A, Yes, sir.

Q. . .Any questions on them?

A. No, sir.

Q. You should know, there are other groups such as

this taking testlmony, in fact, over 350 witnesses have been
seen, so this is quite a detailed inquiry.

A. I see.

Q. There are civilian lawyers who have volunteered
their services to the Secretary of the Army to assist Gen-
eral PEERS, to give him legal counsel, as well as a civilian
lawyer from the Army General Counsel's office participating
in the inquiry.

The point I wish to make is even though we have
many groups and many people taking testimony, it's General
PEERS' responsibility alone to digest all of the testimony,
write the report, come to the conclusions and recommendation.
So that you will know--if any of this is ever made public,
you'll know that everything you said here is going to be
gone over by General PEERS and weighed in perspective with
everything else which has been said by everybody else.

I want to remind you that we direct military
people not to discuss anything said in this room with anyone.
We can only request that you not do it. However, there may
be other investigations in either judicial, administrative,
or legislative type groups of official people that are making
an official investigation, and anything that you said here
will not keep--or the fact that you have appeared here will
not keep you from testifying in front of such official groups.

The way I conduct our part of the testimony is
that I take a few normal routine type of questions and then
go off the record and brief you as to the events of the per-
iod 15 to 20 March, to the effect that your company and to
the effect of the other two companies of Task Force Barker,

(COKER) 2 APP T-377
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with the idea of refreshing your memory. It is a long time
ago, and we understand that it's a long time ago. We're
talking about almost 2 years now, and this is a long time to
ask somebody to remember in detail. So by giving you a
broad picture, we hope to focus your thinking into that par-
ticular time zone. Then over a period of several gquestions,
in talking it out with you, we hope that as much of your
recollection as possible can be captured and put into the
record. In this manner, we hope to help you in helping us.

Consequently, we are rather informal in this be-
cause the whole procedure is to get you to think. We want
you to feel as much at ease as possible. If you want any
coffee, please don't hesitate to indicate so.

As I said, I do have a couple of routine ques-
tions to ask and I'll go ahead and ask those now.

Would you explain the dates that you were as-
signed to the 1l1lth Brigade, the positions of responsibility
you held in the 1lth Brigade, and when you finally left the
Americal Division, when you terminated your service in Viet-
nam?

A, I was with the brigade in Hawaii. I came over,
arrived in Vietnam December the 5th with the brigade.

Q. May I ask how long you were in the brlgade be-
fore you left Hawaii?

A. Two or three months.

Q. .80 you are talking about September or October,
you 301ned the brigade?

A. Yes.

Q. All right, fine. Please continue.

A, At that time I was the 2d Platoon leader of Bravo

Company, and I held that position until I left for a MACV as-
signment.

Q. -~ Bravo Company?

(COKER) 3 APP T-377
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A, I have been in so many units it's hard for me
to get them straight.

Q. What battalion were you in?

A. 3/1.

Q. You were with the 3/17?

A, It is hard for me to remember. I have been in

so many units.

Q. Well, let's put it this way, your records in-
dicate this was Alpha Company.

A. Alpha Company, okay.
Q. You were 2d Platoon leader of A/3/1?
A, Yes. I held the same job, 2d Platoon leader,

until I went to MACV, which was in the latter part of March.
But as part of Task Force Barker, I was there the entire
time Alpha Company was there,

Q. Well, really, all of your combat experience, then,
was with A/3/1?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. And this is the time we're talking about, and it
was relatively a short period of time, about 2 months.

A, I was still with the company when it came back
to the 1lth Brigade headquarters at the AO near Duc Pho.

Q. You were still with the company when it returned
to the control of its battalion out of the task force?

A, Yes.

Q. Just to see if this won't trigger you a little
bit and refresh your memory, on the 24 March, I believe, the
1st and 2d Platoons and the company headquarters went into

Dottie, LZ Dottie, and the 3d Platoon went into LZ Uptight,
coming back from the field?

(COKER) 4 APP T-377
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A. Right.

0. On 25 March the 3d Platoon rejoined the company
at LZ Dottie. On 26 March the company returned to LZ Bronco
and Duc Pho. You were no longer with Task Force Barker
after that?

A. I was there.

Q. So you were there during this period?

A. Yes.

Q. Now since the news of the so-called My Lai or

Pinkville incident hit the newspaper last fall, fall of 1969,
September or October, have you had any contact or discussed
with any former members of the Task Force Barker or 1llth
Brigade people any of the incidents that took place?

A. I did not discuss anything with members of the

task force. I was at Fort Hood about the time it started
breaking. Although there were a few people I knew that were
at Fort Hood, I didn't have the opportunity to talk with them.

Q. Let me ask you one more thing. What was your
reaction?
A. Well, my first reaction was that it was possible,

that it could have happened. And this date I have the same
feeling. : '

Q. Would you like to tell me why you feel this could
have happened? In other words, you weren't shocked by re-
velation?

A. No.
Q. © Would you like to tell me why you feel this way?
A, Well, in my time over there, I have run across a

few officers that I considered immature, and I can understand
how these people as well as the 18-year-olds and the younger
people who don't think of the future, just living for that
particular moment, I can understand with this type leadership
how something like that could happen.

(COKER) 5 APP T-377
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Q. Do you have anything really specific?

A. No, just over my time being there, being with
these people and how they felt and what they said as far as--

Q. (Interposing) Are we talking about CALLEY?

A. No, I never met the man.

Q. Okay. Who are we talking about?

A. Lieutenant--I think his name was JONES, although,

he never indicated that he had done something like this.  No
specific irresponsible lags, you know, you just get the feel-
ing that it could have happened after talking to some people.

Q. Was he the kind of individual who might be mali-
cious, sadistic, given the position where he could project
his power and authority?

A, Oh, it was possible. I would hate to make a flat
‘statement like that. I would just say it is possible.

Q. Was Lieutenant JONES the only one that gave you
this impression?

A, Well, it's been quite sometime and it's hard for
me to remember. »

Q. What about Lieutenant WHITE?

A. WHITE, in fact, let me retract that.. Lieutenant
WHITE was the one I was thinking of. I got the name switched.
Q. Because he was a gung ho type?

A, He was young, and I feel that he didn't reach

maturity. I feel that it takes a mature person to be able

to handle a situation and to be able to control your emotions
in a very bad situation, in a situation where you have people
you love and respect get knocked off in one particular area
like that My Lai area. It is very difficult. It takes some-
body that doesn't only lock for the present time, looks for
the future and cares about how his men are going to be when -

(COKER) 6 APP T-377
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they return back, what affect it's going to have on their
lives.

Q. Captain LUNDEEN, Lieutenant LUNDEEN rather?

A. He's a career man. I think he's sufficiently
mature not to let anything like that happen.

Q. wWhat about Lieutenant JONES?

A. His nickname was John Wayne, because he was that
type of individual. As far as anything like this, I doubt
it. He didn't mind risking his life but it was in a situa-
tion where you were actually getting shot at. You know, peo-
ple at times didn't want to follow him.  If he was leading,
he would go into a situation. They didn't particularly want
to follow him at the time but they would.

Q. Take Captain RIGGS?

A. He's a career man; he was at that time. I don't
know if he is now.

. Q. He's a neighbor of yours?
A. ' Right. He lives in Dallas.
Q. He's out of the service. Was he the type to
kind of lose his cool, to get excited?
A. I don't believe so.
Q. What about Captain TRINKLE?
A. Captain TRINKLE was a military man. I think he

was an outstanding officer. He drove his men. Sometimes
they didn't want it, but I think he was right.

Q. What about Captain SHELTON?

A, I didn't like the way he operated. As you know,
there is a river that separates My Lai area. We went to
many operations on the safe side of the river more or less.

He was just there a short time. He burned too many villages.
He didn't seem to be really concerned about how the people

(COKER) , 7 : APP T-377
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felt. I think it was against the battalion task force policy
to do this, but he did it anyway. I was the type, if we got
shot at from a hootch or house, I didn't mind burning it
down, but if we didn't have any problems, let them live.

Q. Okay. That just about covers most of the of-
ficers. Can you think of any other officers?

A, Just by face.

Q. There was a Lieutenant BOYLE, but he wasn't here

during this period?

A. Yes, he was. He was WOunded there, wasn't he?
Q. No, ﬁot during My Lai.

A. But it was still in the area.

Q. But if you lost any officers in this company

while you were with them, it was all in this area. What
about your feelings of the NCO's and the men?

A. Well, I can just speak for my platoon. There were
individuals in it, a minority-type thing that would be--hood-
lums here would be hocdlums there, and I made it a policy to
watch them very closely because there is no doubt in my mind,
they bumped too many people off.

Q. Given the opportunity?

A, Right.

Q. Or did they actually do it? .

A. It got back to me that one incident--Sergeant
TERTE, who was later busted for smoking pot--

RCDR: (Interposing) How do you spell that?

A. I'm not sure. He was an E-5. He was the instant-

type sergeant who shouldn't have ever made it. At one time,
good. As soon as he got over there he showed his true color.

COL ARMSTRONG: TERTE, T-E-R-T-E, Jeffery?

(COKER) 8 APP T-377
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A. Right.

| Q. He was an E-4 on the 1l6th of March.
A. He was an E-5 at one time. I don't romember

the exact incident. Its the one that we airlifted in the
Pinkville area itself, right by the river Captain TRINKLE
commanded. It got back to me later--and I could never prove
it--he shot two VC. There is no doubt about the discrip-
tion that they were VC because they were about 23 years old,
big huskey people. At that time, we captured two to three
prisoners--two or three and they proved to be VC.

Q. He didn't shoot these two?

A. No. We were separated. This particular ser-
geant was with a squad which was operating maybe, I guess,
less than a mile from where I was. I just learned later

that he had shot a couple, and they didn't have weapons.
Q. You mean unnecessarily?

A. No doubt about it. But this is something I can't
prove. It just got back to me from somebody who would feed
back things that were happening.

Q. Who was the squad leader at that time, do you
recall?

A. I think it was him, I'm not sure.

Q. Well, who reported it to you then?

A. He did. No, I can't remember who reported it

to me. It was--somebody just happen to mention it 2 months
ago that such and such shot a couple of VC or shot a couple
of what he thought was VC.

Q. What about anybody else of this nature?

A, That was the only incident that I ever heard of
in my element. I wasn't concerned about other elements. I
was too concerned about what I was doing with my people.

Q. That's the only one in your element. Did you
have any other men that you had to keep a close eye on?
(COKER) 9 APP- T-377
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A. Well, I can't think of their names. It was just,
you know, about three or four I would try to keep with me.

I can't think of their names. There was one individual who
was a fine soldier but you would have to watch him. As far
as I was concerned he was real fine.

Q. Any noncoms?

A. No.

Q. Can you name me some of the noncoms?

A, ' Well, Sergeant CARIS. There was another one
there, I'm trying to think of his. name--TUMACDER.

Q. What kind of man was Sergeant TUMACDER?

A. He was a professional soldier. I depended on

him a lot because he had been there a couple of times before.
Q. ' He is back there right now.

A, Is that right, gee whiz, He's a real fine man
as far as I am concerned, a fine NCO.

Q. Did you have anymore observations along that
line?

A. Not along that line.

Q. All right. ©Now, let me ask you this, if you
ever heard of other incidents?

A. Well, there would just be a rumor.

Q. This is not evidence we're talking about. Infor-

mation we're getting in this inquiry; it's not evidence.

The inquiry is worrying about basically the reporting, the
evaluation of reporting, the investigation, that sort of
thing. That's what the basic mission of this inquiry is.

But it's alsc giving us leads as tc things that went on, and
hopefully out of this report the Army will be improved.

Some of the things we haven't done that we thought were be-
ing done the way we thought they were, their way of training,
their way of indoctrination, their way of training, their way
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explaining to our younger people. So rumors, gossip, we're
listening to. So if you know of anything that would lead

you to believe that somebody might have committed an atrocity,
we are suppose to know about it.

A. '~ Well, thinking back over the--~there is no doubt

in my mind, if you get to the CALLEY situation, if it hap-
pened, it's definitely an exception. Just a flagrant ex-
ception to the rules as to what actually happened. As I

said before, I can see how it would happen. I think that

the Army has a tremendous load and tremendous pressure, but
they have solved other problems that are just as big as this.
But I think if they set upon themselves to eliminate people
that do this type of thing, one thing, I think, is not sending
any 18, 19 or 20-year-old officers over there, because that's
where it's going to happen. And I understand Lieutenant
CALLEY is about 25. How old is he?

Q. I don't think so.
A. Well, there are exceptions to the rule even

there. Just the process of maturing, being able to handle
the situation.

Q. Do you think that the incident of Pinkville as
reported in the newspaper is isolated?

A. Yes.

Q. Anything of this magnitude?

A. That's not saying this is the first time it
happened. '

COL ARMSTRONG: Well, let's take a recess now, and let me then
go over and tell you about the time period we are talking
~about. The hearing will recess.

(The hearing recessed at 0935 hours, 18
February 1970.)

(The hearing reconvened at 0942 hours, 18
February 1970.) '

COL ARMSTRONG: The hearing will come to order.
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RCDR: All persons present when the hearing recessed
are again present.

COL ARMSTRONG: Mr. COKER, I have briefed you, using Exhibit
MAP-5, informed you on the operation of Task Force Barker
during the period of 15 March--really, from the period of the
lst of February to the 20th of March as it pertained to the
Muscatine operational area, and in reasonable detail of the
military operation of Task Force Barker about 15 March to

20 March as it--particularly as it affected A/3/1. Would you
please tell us everything you can recall of this, in minute
detail with reference to that period of time, say 15 March on?

A. I'll start where we were in a blocking p051t10n
along the river.

Q. Can you go back a couple of days ahead of that,
the day ahead of that?

A. It's all fuzzy as far as ahead of that. I really
don't have any detail that comes to mind. But I understand

at the time, of course it was generally understood, that one

of the reasons that the company--this isn't talking about the
blocking position-=~one of the reasons that the company did

get this job, it was more or less a chance to catch our

breath as we had been working quite hard, and everybody was more
or less fatigued, and everybody was more or less happy about
that. As far as the incident is concerned and Lieutenant |
CALLEY, we knew nothing about it. I don't even remember seeing,
you know hootches burning at a dlstance or anything that was
unusual at all. _

Q. Do you recall whether your platoon in that block-
ing position was positioned where you would be looking south
across the river?

A, No, we weren't in a good position to see anything
that happened across the river.

Q. But you can't pinpoint the location of your pla-
toon in the blocking position?

A. I think it was near a bridge. There was quite
a few operations in there, but I'm pretty sure it was near

the bridge and up around a northeastern blocking position,
if I remember correctly.
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Q. Would you like to identify that by reading the
coordinates, where you think your platoon CP might have been?
A. 735815.

Q. Let the record show that Mr. COKER feels that

the 2d Platoon had the position on the island and farthest
east of any platoon of the company.

| A. From that time it was moved from this position.

Q. Can you remember the incident of the booby traps
of the 1lst and 3d Platoons and the casualties?

A. If I remember correctly, it seems to me we had
moved from that blocking position when that happened, but I
can't be sure on this. When Lieutenant WHITE's platoon had
some individuals step on booby traps--and of course, I think a
couple of them were killed and had some other people wounded.
But still in this general time frame not--I mean this was

just another typical operation, nothing was fed back to

me, or any of my men, or as far as I know to the company as a
whole that anything unusual had happened. BAnd there was

no reason to think anything unusual had happened at this time.

Q. Okay, you spent the night there. I'm talking
about the 16th of March. You actually spent the night in
that blocking position?

A. This is difficult for me to remember, spending
the night there, I really can't.

Q. Do you remember where you moved to from there?

A. Right. This is vivid because we moved several
thousand meters to the top of a mountain which was on the
west side of Pinkville, if I remember correctly, and it was
our job--

Q. (Interposing) North of Diem Diem River, still
north of the Diem Diem River? :

A Right, it was still north. But our job was to--
it was a good vantage point, We could see everything that

was happening as far as Pinkville was concerned. It was
more or less to observe in the daytime, and at night we set up
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an ambush along the trail that ran right across the top of

that mountain.

That night we heard what sounded like mortar

rounds coming in, and we knew that the company had made some

kind of contact.

It later developed that a sapper platoon

had thrown some hand grenades and had killed some of the
people which were east of the river in Pinkville. I think

they killed two.
had wounded some
that people that

This is just what comes to mind, and they
other people. It was unfortunate, I think,
were killed were highly respected.

Q. Could you name any of those people that were
killed or wounded?

A. If I heard the name, I could recall it,. but as
far as just picking the name out of my mind, I can't.

Q. GRENHAM.

A. Yes, he was a machinegunner if I recall.

Q. Is that one of them?

A. Yes, sir. These people that were well liked in

that particular platoon and of course most people who were
in the company knew their names.

Q. SEVIER?

A. He was a xeal good man.

Q. Then the wounded were CRUZ--

A. (Interposing) Right.’

Q. LESURE?

A. I didn't know LESURE. He was a new man.
Q. DOUGLAS?

A. I don't recall him, I don't think.

Q. STILES?

A. No.
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Q. MAGUIRE?
A. I recall the name but I don't recall the face.
Q. Well, do you remember in vivid detail, or do you

remember anything about it, or what you heard about the re-
port, the report you heard about this fact?

A. Of course I was on the mountaintop and every-
thing I heard was passed up to me either from Lieutenant
JONES--it came from his platoon or a platoon right next to
his. It was Lieutenant JONES' platoon. He indicated that
"he set out his machineguns in one position, and there were
two positions that he designated. These people got together
and decided there is no sense for everybody to lose sleep
tonight; we'll go ahead and consolidate these positions. They
moved behind a shrub which was almost impossible to defend.
The VC, all they had to do was walk up there and drop in a
few grenades, But this is the story I got. I know the next
day there was guite a bit of--Colonel BARKER came down. He
was quite upset about the whole situation.

Q. Did Colonel BARKER come down, do you know that?

A. I assume it was Colonel BARKER. I know that it
was at least a colonel or a couple of colonels that came down.
Q. Could it have been Colonel HENDERSON?

A. As a matter of fact, it could have been.

Q. ~And Colonel BARKER?

A. That's what I was thinking.

Q. And an artillery colonel?

A. Absolutely.

Q. In other words, this was not passed off. You know

there were visits by high-~ranking people the next morning?
A, No doubt about it. I understand that Captain
RIGGS was reprimanded, because I assume that the position

that Colonel BARKER took and Colonel HENDERSON took was that
Captain RIGGS--it was his responsibility to check out these
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positions and that he did not check them out, which is true
to a certain extent except that you can drive yourself only
so far. So I couldn't go along with their positions. Every-
body needs sleep, even captains. But Colonel BARKER and
Colonel HENDERSON did check on the situation, and as far as
what happened after that, I know that Captain RIGGS was upset
about it. ’

Q. What was his reaction regarding Lieutenant JONES?

A. I didn't get involved in that. I suspect that
Lieutenant JONES was--I recall now that he was reprimanded,
and Lieutenant JONES was very upset about it. He felt that
Captain RIGGS for some reason or another--I couldn't follow
his logic--was responsible for what had happened. Right--
Lieutenant JONES felt that the entire position was not worth
a damn in the first place, and that they shouldn't have
stayed there. They should have moved 200 or 300 meters from
that position, and everything would have been all right.
Because it was too hard to defend where they spent the night.

Q. In other words, perhaps a little bit of bad feel-
ing switching between the good company commander and the good
platoon leader of the 1lst Platoon.

A. Right. Another thing, Lieutenant JONES felt they
spent too much time there looking at the position instead of
moving right before it gets dark and then setting up.

Q. I understand that Captain RIGGS--this was his
basic tactic, to move into a night defensive position

after dark had set in so that the VC would not have a chance
to nail him. And also, he never spent the night in the same
place twice.

A. Right. He tried to do this. Of course, sometimes
it is more difficult than others. And I think this incident
reinforced this in him, because after this incident it was
setting up at night rather than setting up at day. I was

all for that.

Q. - One way to continue to survive.
A, Right.
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Q. Do you remember anything more about this sapper
attack?
A. For some reason, I remember a chopper coming in

to move out the wounded, dead. I can't recall what the pro-
blem was. They just didn't get the chopper in. It was off
course. _

Q. But do you recall they eventually did get it in?

A. Yes, I don't recall. It took more time than it
normally took, maybe about an hour or so.

Q. Now, I understand--let's change the subject a
sécond. I understand these little headsets, the squad-radio
types that you had in the brigade, were all on the same fre-
guency. Do you recall this?

A. Right. This always was a problem.

Q. Was this true throughout the brigade, all those
type radios were all on the same frequency?

A. I believe it was. I can't say for sure but

I know that we had problems all the time with interference.
For some reason, they couldn't get crystals. These radios
are equipped to operate on two channels if they had the equip-
ment--if they had the equipment and operated like it should
have, it would have been perfect. I found that as long as we
had good batteries and the radios were in good operating
shape that it was the easiest way to control the moving unit
that I had. As soon as one went out, normally problems de-
veloped. One reason for this .was that I felt me and maybe
Sergeant TUMACDER, maybe one other, Sergeant CARIS, were the
- only ones that could read a map. If somebody got lost, if
we had to operate where one squad went one place and another
squad went another place, then I had to have radio contact
with them. So that naturally problems would rise when one

of these radios would go out or was lost.

Q. Sitting in your blocking position then, you should
have been knowing, say, what Bravo Company or Charlie Company
was doing, right? Do you recall anything about that?

A. : I recall that the area was woody out there, and I
think that the only company that I could see was my own company.
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Q. What about hearing?

A, Hearing--once in awhile we would hear a radio
transmission, but we didn't gain--

Q. (Interposing) I'm talking about the 1l6th, when
you were in that blocking position there. You are really
not conscious of hearing the platoons of Bravo and Charlie
Companies operating across the river?

A. I think that we did hear it, but we didn't hear
anything worth remembering. Just normal chatter you hear.
Q. In other wordé, just nofmal operations?

A, Right.

Q. But, in other words, you more or less remember -

'you could have monitored?

‘A, Espe01ally on this hill position. We had the
capability of probably talking but we didn't do it.

Q. This was 2 days later?

A, Okay. I got what you mean.

Q. The first day of the operation, when they combat

assaulted in is the time I'm talking about, the first morning?

A. Well, we were down low, and if I remember correctly,
at that time we would have been unable to hear anything.

Q. You are corroborating what Lieutenant WHITE

sajid. He said he could hear the Charlie Company transmissions
without any trouble, but it didn't sound to him like there was
anything unusual going on. Okay, you're up on top of that
hill; the next night the company joined you.

A. Right.

Q. And the company spent the night there. Did they
tell you anything about anything unusual happening on their
march over?

A, I don't recall anything right offhand as far as
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anything unusual happening. We made a--I remember that some

of my men reported seeing VC carrying weapons. One man was
guarding a trail, however, he had left his weapon laying beside
him, and he actually saw a VC come up to him. He grabbed his
weapon and by that time the VC had taken off back down the
trail, and this was if I recall, with a uniform. He wasn't
NVA, but he was more or less a uniformed VC.

Q. That was up there on the hill?

A. That was when we were on the hill.

Q. Okay, then, the company arrived, spent the night,
and the next day off you went to the beach?

A. Right. ”

Q. Can you tell me what the formation of the company

was on the march over to the beach?
A. . No, I can't.
Q. All right. Let's start thinking now. You had

been on that hill the whole day before. Actually you spent
2 nights on the hill.

A. Right.

0. The other two platoons had both suffered cas-
uvalties. 1Is it possible that your platoon would have lead
out?

A, - More than likely this would be the case, because
it was time for the other platoons to get a break.

Q. Okay .

A, And normally this would have been the case, that
the platoon that had the chance to rest would be doing the work
for that particular day.

Q. Now, do you recall anything special happening on
that route march over there, over to the beach? Anything
that would call that day to your attention?

A, - I think that--it is very difficult for me to re-
[
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member, but I believe that we made--we saw three or four
VC running, but this is the only thing that comes to my ‘mind.
I think these people were carrying weapons.

Q. Could you point out where you think that might
have occurred. ‘

(Witness does as instructed on Exhibit MAP-5.)

Mr. COKER feels that it was about coordinates
735840. But that was all--they were just way out in front of
the company or something.

A. Right. This is what I remember--something that
might trigger my memory.

Q. If that's the case, would that lead you to be-
lieve that your platoon was leading in that march?

A. I believe that we were, sir. This again is a
long time ago.

Q. You don't specifically recall?

A. No.

Q. ' You don't really recall that march or that day?
A. Not at this time. Of course, something might

trigger my memory.

Q. That night you got in there--the end of the march

was the beach, and as I understand it, actually, you approached
the beach in at least two columns. It seems to me the com-

pany commander may have had you hit that beach with one
platoon--with two platoons up on line, maybe in a line of col-
umns, with a third platoon back in reserve. Anyway,

it appears, at least, that two columns hit that beach
considerably separated. Does this stick a responsive cord?

A, I remember the beach and I remember—--

Q. (Interposing) Swapping the C-rations for fish
and cooking fish.

A. No, not that particular time. I remember some
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woodcutters, and I remember the fish, but at this time that's
all I can remember about this operation.

Q. Do you remember EIKENBERRY?

A. | Yes.

Q. What was your opinion of EIKENBERRY?

A. | He wasn't in my platoon.

Q. No, he's 3d Platoon, but I think he did a lot

or work as a tunnel rat where he worked basically for all
platoons.

"A. I can't recall anything specific about him ex-
‘cept that he was a tunnel rat. If he was in my platoon,
he would have been one I would have watched.

Q. He had gotten in trouble in Hawaii, lost a lot

of respect from his parents and his company mates. As he
tells it, when he left for Vietnam he thought perhaps one

“way he could gain the respect of his family and his company
‘mates was by volunteering to be the tunnel rat. 1In a company
or apparently in an organization that didn't give out many
medals, this guys got three Bronze Stars for valor and

three Purple Hearts. So presumably--and his leadership,

squad leaders and noncoms of the 3d Platoon, speak very highly
of him.

A, Okay. It is difficult unless you work with a
man to really know but--

- Q. (Interposing) Well, I was just wondering if
you had any specific feel for him?

a. I just know the name.
Q. You wouldn't know who his squad leader was?
A. ‘ No. During this time there was a change. We

were having problems getting leaders, and in some cases, in
fact, I had a PFC squad leader simply because the Spec 4's
didn't want the job. It was really bad as far as getting
people who was trained NCO's or could have acted in the capa-
city of NCO's. As far as this PFC was concerned, I was
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just as happy with what he did. It was a job--he felt that
it was his duty to do it, and he would do the best job he
could. I just want to indicate the problem that this unit
was having--and I'm sure that all the units were having=--is
getting people that were trained squad leaders and--they
just were not existing.

Q. Absolutely correct. I knew that from this end.
Can you remember anything else about this operation?

A. Thinking back, as soon as this broke on tele-
vision and in the news media, I thought back on the op-
eration, and I was amazed that I didn't remember an in-
vestigation. I didn't remember a colonel coming in to
check this or anything unusual, any higher officers that
were actually in there. And I assume this is just because
I wasn't in a position to see this.

Q. Okay. Let's go back to basic practices and tech-
nigues. When you were marching on route marches, did you

at any time have what I would call air cover by choppers,
that you remember?

A. Normally we did not. However, I found that any
time I needed a chopper--let me make a correction. Task Force
Barker--I was thinking when I was with the 1lth Brigade, I

had no trouble getting a chopper anytime, and I could get
them normally very quickly. Task Force Barker was something
else. We had a little bit of trouble.

Q. Do you recall having chopper cover when you were
on a route march?

A. I can't give you the specific date but there was

a time in Pinkville itself that I believe we had choppers. They
weren't necessarily covering us but they were looking for VC
and they would fly off when we were in a pOSlthn that would
allow us to--

Q. (Interposing) That's what I'm talking about. Do
you recall an incident sometime during your service with
Task Force Barker where a chopper actually cornered a VC
with a weapon?

A. Yes, I do. But I can't remember anything other
than that.

Q. That you went out and picked him up?
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" A. Right.

Q. He had a carbine. Actually, I think he may have
been in a well. I understand Captain TRINKLE went out, and
pulled him out of the well, and took his weapon uaway?

A. I remember that.

Q. That this guy had been actually spotted by a
chopper and cornered?

A. Yes.

Q. Do you recall any other incidents--another in-

cident where Captain SHELTON was commanding the company,
and you were right there by that mountain?

A. I remember that.

Q. Where he had EIKENBERRY blow a bunch of houses
where you found the rice? You couldn't evacuate it all.

A chopper reported there was a suspected VC across the river
in the field, and SHELTON, I believe, and another man went in
the chopper. They came back, and they reported this guy had
been a farmer. He was supposed to be all right. He wasn't

a VC. Does that ring a bell?

a. I remember that real well. I remember everything
that happened in that time seguence.

Q. That was Captain SHELTON?
A, Right.
Q. And when he destroyed all of these houses, and

hootches, and particularly the permanent-type buildings that
had the grain in it, the rice in it, I understand Colonel
BARKER came down and was real unhappy with him. Do you recall
that part of it?

A. I didn't get involved in that part. I was generally
unhappy with the way he was conducting the war, because blow-
ing up a house with rice in it doesn't do anything but scatter
the rice. Burning hootches that you don't get fire from just
hacks off the people that were maybe neutral--or maybe they were
on the VC side, because the VC happened to control the area.
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But this was his policy, and I objected to it, and 1t really
bothered me at that time.

Q. Did you voice your objections to the captain?

A, I think on one occasion I tried to get him not

. to, and he 'said, no, go ahead and burn them. And after that

I would just go ahead if I was ordered to do it. I would go
ahead and do it but I objected to it. Now this is in contrast
to where we receive fire, because this is a different situation
as far as I am concerned. But as far as just going through

a village-- .

Q. ' (Interposing) Were yéu'aware that this was not
the policy?

A, I had heard from Captain TRINKLE it was not.
But as far as Captain SHELTON was concerned, he was a new
officer in there.

Q. Did you tell him this was not the policy?
A, I don't recall telling him it was the policy.
Q. Did you ever think about going to the battalion

about it, Task Force Barker about it?

A. Colonel BARKER, I think, was a real fine officer.
However, as far as I was concerned--and the platoon leaders
were concerned--we didn't get to see him.

Q. In fact, how many times do you recall him landing
at the company that you know of?

A. Maybe two or three times, maybe four. It didn't
seem too often. I had some conversation with him at the fire
base in his TOC, and he impressed me as being a dedicated
soldier.

Q. Was this when SHELTON was in command?
A, This was right after Captain TRINKLE was wounded.
In fact, it was the night Captain TRINKLE was flown in. My

platoon went in to protect the fire base. This was because
we had received so many casualties in my platoon at that time.
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We were chosen to go back in to protect the fire base for
the rest of the night, and the rest of the company stayed out.

Q. TRINKLE got hit and was evacuated. Really, since
Captain SHELTON had gotten there, you didn‘t have a chance
‘to see the battalion commander?

A. No. I mean this is just against Army practice.

I won't say Army practice. It is against tradition to break
" the chain of command, and I would consider it breaking the
chain of command.

0. . In other words, you didn't feel that this was any
great problem. You thought this was a damn foolish policy
on his part?

A. I considered it a foolish policy, but I didn't
consider it a crime. If I would have considered it a crime,

I would have broken the chain of command. I won't say break

the chain of command, but I would have asked to see the colonel.
It is a hard thing. People that you are fighting with, that you
respect, you are all in the same boat, and it would be hard

to turn somebody in for somethlng that you consider a crime,
very difficult.

Q. Let me describe some circumstances to you and if
at any time this strikes a bell, I want you to go ahead and
interrupt. Okay? |

A. Right.

Q. The company is moving along. Your platoon may be
leading, may not, and out in front of it several hundred
meters, maybe quite a considerable distance, there are two
choppers, the H-23 type, flying cover in security for you.
And considerably out front and to the flank 200 or 300
meters perhaps, a village is in the vicinity somewhere. One
of the choppers starts orbiting, the low one, because they
always flew one down and one high, the high one protecting
the low one. And into the company net the chopper pilot
starts yelling he's got one cornered, "Can you get some people
out there?" The reason I say he's quite a distance away be-
cause it took 10 to 20 minutes to actually get two men out.
Does this ring a bell?

A. Well, it rings a bell, but not with Task Force
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Barker. It was in another operation that I recall a similar
incident happening.

Q. Wait a minute, let me continue on then. The two

men go out there. Shots were fired. Maybe they were out so
far they didn't hear a shot. The two men come back alone.
Shortly after the shot is heard or shortly after they start
returning, all hell breaks loose over that radio. That chopper
pilot is so mad he can't see straight. He starts berating the
hell out of the company commander about he has exposed him-
self, his crew, and his aircraft for a considerable period

of time to try to capture a prisoner, and then all that happens
is when his riflemen come up there, they murder the guy. Do
you recall this?

A. No. For some reason I wasn't on the radio or
wasn't listening to the radio at this time. I would have re-
membered it.

Q. No question in your mind, if you had heard this
you would have remembered? '

4 s

A. Definitely.

Q. And the chopper pilot says after exposing himself

and his people, and his equipment to being shot down while he
orbited for 20 minutes, that he wanted an explanation as to

why this happened. And the company commander called the platoon
leader and said something to the effect, "Okay, what happened

and why?" And the platoon leader said, "Wait," and then got
ahold--apparently got ahold of the two men that went out to

pick this thing up, and then keyed his radio so his conver-
sation with the two men came back over the air. And the

guestion was, "What happened?" The rifleman said, "Well, he

was a VC we shot him." And he said, "How do you know he was

a vCc?" "Well, ah-ah-ah~ah-ah-ah-ah-ah-ah...." They can hear
this over the radio. They can hear it in the chopper. The ,
platoon leader says to the riflemen, "You mean he had a grenadein
had a grenade in his pocket." So then, normal radio procedure,
the platoon leader calls the company commander and says, "He
was a VC. We know it because he had a grenade in his pocket."

The chopper pilot says something to the effect,
"Oh, hell, they didn't have to bayonet him and shoot him be-
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fore they even checked him, and they never searched him. It
will be a cool day in hell before I ever fly cover for you
guys again," and flys off.

A. ‘ I don't remember that.

Q. Would you have heard of any such thing if it
had occurred?

A. Well, it's a difficult question. Would I have
heard of it in my company?

Q. If this had happened in the company, would you
have heard about it?

A, It's possible that I would have, and it's possible
that I wouldn't, because during most of these operations
you're running from one point to another.

Q. This was just the route march across country.
You weren't in contact with anything else. This was a company
moving along in a column of platoons.

A. I just don't remember. I can't say whether I
heard about it or not, because I don't remember it.

Q£ You think if you had heard it you would remember
it?

A. I think that I would have.

Q. ' _You are pretty sure you would have?

A, | I'm reasonably‘sure. |

Q. Because what happened is the two men went out

there, spotted three VC. Two of them had ducked. Three men,
obviously military age, in black pajamas, apparently no
weapons. All of them had run. Two of them had jumped into
either spider holes or caves. But he had cornered this guy,
and this guy lay down along the rice paddy dike and just
stayed there. And when the two rifle men came up, he

- turned his head and looked at them, and one of the riflemen

- bayoneted him and then shot him through the head.

(COKER) 27 ~ APP T-377

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY



- FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

A. There are people that way. You just have to
watch them, don't let them go out on operations like that.
But I don't remember that. I have never seen anything like
that.

Q. Have you ever heard of any--it's not normal that
a chopper pilot would chew out a company commander, a
captain.

A. Well, this is what I'm saying--

Q. (Interposing) Over the radio--and every radio
in the company would have heard this.

A, Well, that's true.

Q. As a platoon leader, you might not be right
with your RTO, I agree, but if he's walking along in a
column with you and that radio starts blaring, he's going
to come up to you.

A. Well, if it was directed to me he would.

Q. I mean after a while with this kind of conver-
sation, he would have gotten up close to you. If you were
the third leading platoon leader~--well, apparently the
leading platcoon was the guy who heard the net. If you are
the 2d Platoon leader or the 34 Platoon leader, regardless
of where you were in the coclumn, you would have to be with
that RTO.

A. Well, the RTO's that I chose were the smartest
people that I had simply because when something like this
happened, if I was busy doing something, they could relate

it intelligently, and in some cases where I was unable to

react immediately.  and an immediate answer had to be given, they
could do it. And this is perhaps the reason I don't recall
hearing this conversation. I just don't recall this inci-
dent.

Q. We don't know whether it was your company or not,
A. My RTO--well, he was wounded. He might remember
something like that.

Q. What's his name?
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A. Let's see, the one at that time could have been
COOPER. He should have been RTO at that time. He was a
Spec 4 when he got out. At that time he was probably a PFC.

Q. COOPER wasn't even with you at that time?

A. He wasn't?

Q. Nope, he wasn't in the company.

A. He was wounded when Captain TRINKLE got wounded,

- so this was a little bit before that time.

Q. I'm not sure of my time frame. I'm not sure of
my company. :

A. But that was when COOPER was wounded, and that's
when he left the action.

LTC BRANDT: I would like to go back probably to the night
of the 15th or very early on the 1l6th of March.

A. . Could you generally tell me what happened in that
time period? '

Q. Well, this would have been prior to moving out
on the operation in the My Lai area?

A. The blocking?

Q. Did you receive a company briefing or a briefing
by the company commander prior to that operation?

A, Well, I received a briefing on that. It went to
the extent that the 1lst Platoon would be here, the 2d Platoon
would be here, the 34 Platoon would be wherever they were,
Charlie Company is suppose to CA, and what have you. But that
is all that was given out.

Q. ' Were all the platoon leaders present during this
briefing? Were you called in by the company commander, Captain
RIGGS, and given a briefing prior to this operation, or did

he' come down to see you, or did he issue a frag order to you?

A, Specifically, I can't remember. I just remember

(COKER) ' 29 | APP T-377

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY -



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

getting information on the operation from Captain RIGGS.
I can't remember the exact location or who was there.

Q. But you do remember getting the information dir-
ectly from Captain RIGGS?

A. Yes.

Q. Was a concept given for the overall operation?
Now you mentioned something about C Company as far as their
combat assault was concerned.

A, Yes.

Q. Was the objective of the operation stated? What
was the purpose of the operation, do you recall? Did Cap-
tain RIGGS mention this to you?

A. I know what your are getting at. The objective
as given to us was that they would sweep the area and make
contact with the enemy. But that was all that was given.

" Now centrally, Captain RIGGS, he would give the general con-
cept of what Charlie Company was doing and then get in de-
tail what we were doing. But that was all that was given to
us. There was nothing about burning all the villages, or
shooting the cows, or what have you.

Q. Nothing to this effect?
A. No.
Q. You mentioned in several cases that villages were

burned or buildings were burned. Just to elaborate on this,
apparently this was a policy of some type within Task Force
Barker from what you have related previously. Is this cor-
rect?

A. No, it was only the policy of Captain SHELTON.
Q. Of Captain SHELTON. To burn?
A. As far as the task force as a whole, it very

seldom happened. I wasn't at all upset with the task force
when this kind of thing happened.

Q. Are you aware of Captain SHELTON making any request
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or receiving any instructions from Task Force Barker or
the command group of Task Force Barker to do this? Did he
request permission to?

A. I ddn't think he did. I'm not sure what unit
he was working with before he got to our company. I think
it was probably their policy. I think he just carried it
over.

Q. In other words, down at the company level, com-
. pany commanders made decisions apparently based on this to
burn buildings?

A. I think that this is an opinion again--I think

that Captain SHELTON was not given permission; he took it

as far as his own initiative was concerned. I think that
eventually it would be stopped if he remained company commander.
It was only 3,4,5,8 days before he was wounded.

Q. Do you ever recall receiving any type of a brief-
ing as far as policy was concerned on this aspect of oper-
ation?

A. Only from Captain TRINKLE, and he made the state-
ment that it was not the policy, and of course he reserved a
little of the initative for himself. I remember, not in My
Lai, but in a different area we had a guy who had his foot
blown off by a hootch. It was obvious that the people in

the hootch had to know there was a booby trap there. So we
went ahead and burned down that hootch. But it was this kind
of initiative that Captain TRINKLE took, but I think rightfully
so.

Q. But in other words, Captain TRINKLE made the
decision here on this particular case? '

A. . Right.

Q. Just as Captain SHELTON would make decisions in
regards to burning hootches and villages.

A.. Right.

Q. To your knowledge, they never requested permis-

sion to do this or they never received instructions to the
contrary from the headquarters of Task Force Barker?
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A. Not Task Force Barker. If I remember correctly,
the policy that Captain TRINKLE was relating to me was the
11th Brigade. ‘

Q. Now, if I can go back, prior to attaching A/3/1
to Task Force Barker, what do you recall the policy on this
to be as far as the 3/1? Did you ever receive any briefings
there?

A. It was not the policy to burn, but it was more or
less understood that i1if the situation arose where, more or
less, it was obvious that it should be burned, I would just
go ahead and call Captain TRINKLE and get permission from
him. I think that he would reply on his own judgment.

Q. Did Captain TRINKLE ever brief you on this aspect
of operations?

A, I was assuming he said that it was not the policy
to burn. This was the briefing he gave. And on occasion,
like this booby trap incident, I asked that we burn, and he
said, "Yes, we'll burn that hootch right here."

Q. What was his rationale for issuing these orders
again to burn?

A. Well, there was no way that the booby trap could
have been put out without the people in the hootch knowing
about it. No way. In fact, the people in the hootch was the

ones that put it out.

COL ARMSTRONG: When you and Captain TRINKLE discussed this
policy of burning, did you pass this on to your people?

A, Yes, I had to always be on-~the people in my
platoon, they couldn't understand why we couldn't burn the
villages. Sometimes they would do it knowing that it was
strictly against the information I had given them. I would
have to go and chew them out for it or what have you. I
had to always be on top of this situation, burning, because
these 18, 19 year-old people just couldn't understand why
they were over there. You‘re on operations for maybe 3 weeks,
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4 weeks, and the only thing you see is a booby trap or buddy
blown up. They couldn't understand why you couldn't do
something about it. They felt more or less helpless.

Q. Even though they didn't have any real justifica-
tion?
A. Even though. I remember some instances where

they didn't receive fire that they lit a hootch. Of
course, it's too late when it's burning. I just reinforced
the idea that they weren't going to do that anymore.

LTC BRANDT: I have one other question. Going back into
January. You were with the 3/1 in Vietnam in January. If
you can recall back that far, did you ever receive any guid-
ance in regard to policy .of higher headquarters on des-
truction of civilian property, cattle, such as shooting cat-
tle, burning buildings, unnecessarily damaging or destroying
them? Do you ever recall receiving any type of guidance
from the time you arrived in Vietnam right up until this
operation?

A. None. It wasn't presented in a class. Of course,
you know, what it falls on is the company commander and the
platoon leaders. When they see something wrong, correct it.
That's what it boils down to.

Q. Were you ever aware that there was any policy
by higher headquarters in regard to destroying civilian pro-
perty? : .

A. Just on burning.

Q. You were aware that there was a pollcy then by
higher headquarters?

A, Right.

Q. Was it within the division or do you recall
whether it was a policy country-wide, that of MACV, USARV?

Did anybody ever say USARV policy or the MACV policy on this
is?

A, How high it went, I don't know, but it was the
brigade, as part of the llth Brigade, brigade policy. 1In
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Task Force Barker there was never instructions given, al-
though as far as I was concerned people in my platoon would
not do it.

Q. If I can just restate that then you were aware
that there was a policy that it was a policy of the 1llth
Brigade?

A. Right.

Q. But you do not recall ever receiving any formal
instructions or any briefing expanding upon, this policy. It
was more or less common knowledge or hearsay that you are
referring to. In other words, you assume that this was the
policy of the brigade. To your knowledge, Task Force Barker
either didn't enforce this policy or else they had a dif-
ferent policy. You assume that he had cleared this through
the brigade. Now that's putting a lot of words out. Just
go back through it slowly. I want to make sure I know where
you get your information from.

A. I knew that it wasn't brigade policy because
Captain TRINKLE had told me it wasn't brigade policy. 1In
the same respect, as part of Task Force Barker, no instruc-
tions whatsoever as far as burning--at least it didn't get
down to me. Perhaps it was. I wish somebody had given it
to me. I would have gone up to Captain SHELTON and said
this is against policy. I'm not sure that it did. Hope-
fully I did tell him that.

Q. But you never received any instructions to the
contracy as far as any operations with Task Force Barker?

A. That is correct.

COL ARMSTRONG: Was it common practice for you to call in
artillery?

A. As part of Task Force Barker, only when we were
actually being shot at did we call artillery. I mean if

we were being shot at from a village, it didn't matter what
size the village was, we would call in artillery. And you
know as far as I am concerned there is a considerable amount
of discretion that has to be used in something like that.

As far as endangering American lives and endangering civi-
lians in the wvillage. And we had no trouble getting artillery
when requested.
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Q. But you had to use your judgment on whether to
call it in or not?

A. Right. And I'd only call it in, and I think
Captain TRINKLE and other company commanders I had would
only call it in when we had people that were in danger of
being shot. Not just because we think the VC were in the
village. We wouldn't just put artillery on it or call an
air strike on it.

Q. Now, let's go back to when you first joined the
- brigade, the training you received. Colonel BRANDT's got
some more questions?

LTC BRANDT: What I would like to do is take you back to
September or October which, as you previously stated, is the
time you joined the brigade. First of all, where were you
prior to joining the brigade?

A. I got out of OCS, went home for a month, and then
went to the brigade.

Q. When you joined the brigade, that apparently was
the period of time rlght after the brigade had participated
in the amphibious exercise Coral Seas II.

A, That is right.

Q. And they started a very concentrated training
pProgram in preparation for movement overseas. What type of
training--could you just think back, what type of training
did you primarily receive? And then I'll get into some spec-
ific questions. If you could just state for me what you
recall to be the areas of emphasis.-

A, The training is very similar to, I'm sure, the
training you get in any infantry unit. There was not too
much distinction made except we had the opportunity to go
out in the boonies of Hawaii which was far more rugged than
anything we explelenced in Vietnam. Actually, operating in
combat situations in that area. But we received riot-con-
trol training, CBR training, just normal infantry-type
training.

Q. Would you say that the majority of your train-

ing evolved around tactical exercises or did you have a lot
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of classroom presentations?

A. I think it was spread out between both. There
wasn't really that much tactical exercise by the time I
got there. Of course, they went on the Molokai--was that
the island they went on?

Q. Right.

A, For the amphibious operation. That was a very
extensive operation. By the time I got there, we'd go out
for 2 or 3 days and sometimes a week and just stay out.

We would be given combat-type situations and operate in that
respect. But we had just as many classes in CBR, weapons
qualification, lessons on claymore mines, etc.

Q. At this time, were you then the platcocon leader
of the 24 Platoon?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. So you were with the 2d Platoon through that
portion of training, and then when you moved over to Vietnam
you remained with them? :

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Do you recall any training that was received,
by your platoon. in regard to handling prisoners of war?

A. | Not specifically, no.

Q. Were you tasked to présent classes during the
training program as a platoon leader? :

A. Yes. That's the normal responsibility for a
platoon leader.

Q. Do you recall any classes that were presented to
your company or to your platoon regarding rules of engage-
ment? In other words, when you could return fire in the case
of a village?

A. What you're getting to is the Vietnamese situa-
tion?
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Q. That is correct. I'm talking strictly Viet-
nam, in preparation to moving to Vietnam.

A. Strictly Vietnam preparation, no. European-
type situation, yes.

Q. Now at this stage of the game then the training
wasn't modified as yet to really reflect a Vietnam environ-
ment?

A. In some aspect, but not in that particular as-
pect as far as handling prisoners.

Q. You don't recall--once again you don't recall
ever receiving any training or your platoon receiving train-
ing specifically geared to handling of prisoners of war?

“A. In a Vietnam situation?
Q. In a Vietnam situation.
A. No, sir.

COL ARMSTRONG: Let's put it this way: in a counterinsurgency
situation?

A. I don't recall specifically. I don't think so.
But again we have--

Q. (Interposing) Well, you are a product of our

OCS. Somehow or another you were selected to go to OCS. I
don't know whether you had previous service or whether you
came into the service, and applied for OCS, and were selected,
and went almost immediately. Were you aware that we have

a counterinsurgency-tactic-technique policy? It isn't all
just shoot 'em up. Did anybody ever impress this on you
during your training at that time?

A. It wasn't impressed to the extent that I remem-
~ber it. Now there may have been a class.

Q. It was not impressed enough in your training
for you to realize-- '

A, (Interposing) Not that type of situation. Con-
ventional warfare, yes, sir.
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LTC BRANDT: I would like to go back to the training in
Hawaii. To your knowledge, just to restate, you do not
recall any training being presented, either by you or by .
some other platoon leader within your company, on the hand-
ling of PW's of A/3/1, is that correct?

A. That is correct, and of course it is limited to
the Vietnam situation, civilian-type PW's.

Q. In other woxrds, there was no differentiation
made between VC detainees and civil defendant? You don't re-
call any of these classifications being mentioned?

A, Not right offhand.

Q. Do you recall any training dealing with the
five S's? Does the ring a bell?

A, Is that as far as handling captured material?
Q. ' The handling of people, to search them, to seé;
regate them, to silence them, to safeguard them?

A. I remember that.

Q. You do remember training on this?

A, Right.

Q. What about the fifth one, to safeguard. Do you

ever recall any expansion on what safeguard meant as far
as handling PW's or was it ever explained?

A. No, I don't recall.
Q. Do you remember who presented this type of

instruction? Was it by the company or was it by a brigade
instructor group?

A, I believe that it was company level.
Q. Company level.
A. Yes. Of course, this wouldn't be required by

the brigade for a company.
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0. Now, I realize that during this period of time
that you were with the brigade in Hawaii, you had a great
influx of filler personal. Do you recall any personnel
turbulence within your specific platoon, within your com-
pany? Were you receiving new people or did you pretty
much have a filled organization back in September or
October when you joined your unit?

A. The exact figures, I don't recall, but I know
that we were understaffed as far as NCO's and other en-
listed men, and we lost--I know the brigade lost quite a

few people who were not eligible to go over to Vietnam.

Of course, this required a tremendous fill. When we reached
Vietnam, we were definitely short. We were told at that
time when we got there we would be refilled, and this never
happened as far as I know.

Q. _ Now, when you lost some of these people, there
were some instructions put out as far as mandatory train-
ing in Hawaii that had to be accomplished. Do you recall
any of the subjects that were mentioned, that you had to
cover prior to leaving Hawaii?

A. Well, POR?"
Q. The POR qualification.
A, Of course, one would be weapons, Code of Con-

duct--these are the things I still have in mind now. I
imagine about 15 or so were required.

Q. To your knowledge, did you accomplish all of
this training? Considering the personnel turbulence, did
you accomplish all of this training prior to leaving
Hawaii or did you have some carryover that you had to
accomplish in Vvietnam?

A, If you're stating was it--did 100 percent get
all of it, no, because the turbulence was too great. But
the vast majority did receive this training.

Q. Were you to receive training to your know-
ledge when you arrived in Vietnam? Was your unit to be
given a period of time to accomplish mandatory training.

A, Yes. Of course, they have a school in Vietnam.
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I forget where it was located at the time, but we did go to
it for 3 or 4 days, I can't remember.

Q. Was this school presented by people from the
11th Brigade or were these people the instructors from the
3d Brigade of the 4th Infantry Division?

A. -They were not from the 1llth Brigade, so I'm
not sure what they were from. I assume they were from the
3d Brigade.

Q. These instructors, did they come down to your unit
or did you go to some training fac111ty to receive these
instructions?

A. We went to a training facility where they had
some mock villages and booby traps, etc.

Q. Right. so they gave you instructions on the
proper search techniques and procedures using Vietnamese
villages that had been abandoned, is that correct?

A. This is correct, but I don't think they were
used to the tremendous load that they had at that time.
There was a whole brigade coming over at that time. I
considered the instructions adequate because everybody that
was over there was very anxious to learn. They realized

it was to their distinct advantage.

Q. As you recall, this school lasted how many days?
A. I really can't say. I remember attending the

classes, going through the villages, looking at VC weapons,
and that's all I recall at this time.

Q. Do you recall that during this period of time
the handling of PW's was covered?

A. I can't recall.

Q. How about rules of engagement, was this subject

covered on this orientation in Vietnam?

A. I believe it was, but I don't recall the details

though.
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Q. Did you ever receive any instructions either
in Hawaii, or in Vietnam, or for that matter even during
your OCS training on the subject, or reporting atrocities?

A. If you narrow it down to that, no, I don't re-
call.
Q. But you did receive training on the Geneva
Convention?

. A. Yes.

Q. In other words, you had a basic course. When
was this? :

A. I received it several times in OCS and at the
11th Brigade in Hawaii. Of course, they have cards that
you carry in your billfold that list the provisions there.

Q. Could you expand on this training as far as the
scope is concerned. Realizing that these cards are avail-
able--and you apparently received a card on the Geneva Con-
- vention--as far as the scope was concerned, did it primarily
concern itself with the point listed on the card or did it
get into the Geneva Convention of, let's say, 1949? Did
anyone go back into the history of the Geneva Convention?

A. Well, essentially, they expanded, you know, what
was on the card; they expanded it. Of course,.there are some
good movies on the subject that were shown, and that's what

I recall at the time.

Q. One other question regarding training, did your
unit, while it was in Hawaii or upon arrival in Vietnam, re-
ceive any training in regards to the constitution of a law-
ful order? 1In other words, what is a lawful order and what
is not?

A, Yes.

Q. You did receive some training?

A. Yes.

Q. The troops did receive training on this?
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A, Yes.

Q. Do you recall the scope of that training? How
much time was spent?

A. I think it was probably an hour class in con-
junction with your rights--the JAG-type courts, and the trocps,
of course, this was of interest to them. It was presented to
them. I think there was a movie on it also.

Q. To your knowledge, do you recall a JAG-type
officer, someone from the JAG offlce, presenting this in-
struction? :

A. As far as the 1lth Brigade is concerned?
Q. As far as the 11lth Brigade, the training that

was accomplished in country. Or was this presented by a com-
pany officer using training films or something such as this?

A. | I know that we had a JAG officer give a talk,
but I'm not sure it was on this. It probably was.
Q. You don't know whether he covered constitution

of a lawful order, or the Geneva Convention, or reporting
atrocities, but you do recall a JAG officer having a class?

A. I think it would cover what a lawful order is,

and this I think this was arranged at the company level. I
think they regquested that a JAG officer come over and give
the class. It was--wasn't a brigade-type class or battalion-
type class. ' : ‘

Q. Your platoon apparently had received a lot of
filler personnel, as you mentioned. You were short as far as
the squad leaders were concerned, the squad leader, platoon
sergeant, section leaders, and things like that.

Q. We were short in almost every respect. I think

we went over about, I'm not sure--about maybe 34 people, and,

of course, the TOE is what, 43 now? And, of course, immediately
when you get this, you start losing people from accidents,
illness, malingering, and stuff like this. And often times

I went out with a 20-man platoon. This is nothing unusual,

and this was with Task Force Barker.
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Q. To your recollection then, as far as the junior
leaders, there was turbulence there just as it was with the
rest of your troops. You didn't have any people that were
assigned early during training in Hawaii that remained in
your platoon?

A. Sergeant CARIS, Sergeant TUMACDER, these people
were with the platoon quite some time.

Q. Those are the only two that you recall to be
rather permanent?

A. These are the only two career Army personnel.
The rest that I assume were the type that would serve there
time, then they would go to civilian life.

Q. That's all I have on training.

COL ARMSTRONG: Well, Mr. COKER, I appreciate your coming
in. I would like to refresh your memory in saying that we
request you not to discuss this with anyone. We point out
again, this does not apply to any official investigations
~or any CID people that may come and ask for statements,
people of an official investigating nature. I want to thank
you very, very much for coming in, for the information you
have given us. It has been very helpful. We are trying to
make sure we don't leave any stone unturned, you can see
what we are doing. You can see we have talked to over 350
people, including Vietnamese. General PEERS has gone all
the way to Vietnam with his group. We have talked to 15
Vietnamese civilians, officers, and so forth. If you by any
chance have any papers, maps, photographs, or anything that
mlght be of assistance to this inquiry, we would appreicate
it if you send them in to us--maybe letters to your wife or
something of this nature, just send them to us. We'll
just copy them and get them right back to you. It's quite
possible now that on the way home or a week or 2 from now,
something will click, and if you can remember something, or
if you can recall back to it. Because we have concentrated
your thinking several hours on this period of time. Please
call us. We'll get somebody out to take your statement, or
ask you to come back, or something of this nature. And again,
I point out some of the things that you may not even think
were significant, might be very significant to help us fit
a small piece of the puzzle together. We also give everyone
the opportunity to either ask questlons of us or make a
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statement for the record. And I give you this opportunity
now. : '

A. Well, I don't have a statement to make. I think
everything was covered pretty throughly as far as what I
remember. I was surprised that I had forgotten so much, and,
of course, maybe later I will remember more.

Q. I'll appreciate it if you do get the information
to us. :

TN
A. All right.

COL ARMSTRONG: Everyone we call in is reported to the
investigating subcommittee of the House Armed Services Com-
mittee which is conducting a parallel type of investigation.
We give them a roster of the names, who they are, and the
positions they held. They quite often call some of these
people. I do not anticipate they will call you, but the
legislative liaison here in the Department of the Army will
know that, and Major COOP will coordinate with them to see
if you're free to go. When I say free, you are a civilian
and free to do what you want short of a subpoena. If this
is the case, they will check you out. I don't think they'll
call you, but they might because they like to know what we're
after. We don't try to hide it, but General PEERS reports
to the Secretary of the Army, not to the Congress at the
moment. ’

The hearing will recess.

(The hearing reéessed_at 1145 hours, 18 Feb-
ruary 1970.)
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY

WITNESS: EIKENBERRY, Roger SP4

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 13, 14 February 1970

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: Murder

COUNSEL: Michael GOLDEN, JAGO, DA, Washington, D.C.

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: Third Platoon, A/3/1.

1. THE COMBAT ASSAULT.

a. Actions on the 1lé6th.

A Company was the blocking force for the Son
My operation (pg. 4). EIKENBERRY recalled that at about
0800 an assistant machinegunner stepped on a boobytrap
which wounded him and killed the machinegunner (pg. 23).
These people were evacuated (pg. 23). A short while later
a platoon RTO hit a boobytrap , was wounded, and was
evacuated (pg. 23).

b. Actions on the 17th.

During the day they received some sniper fire
(pg. 4). They were attacked that night and grenades were
thrown into their laager site killing SEVIER and GRENHAM
and wounding five others (pgs. 4-6). All the casualties
were medevac'd that night (pg. 5). ’

c. Actions on the 18th.

They moved five or six kilometers to a hill on

the 18th (pg. 9). EIKENBERRY thought that they had
helicopter protection this day and that they captured a
VC with a carbine (pgs. 9, 11, 12, 13, 26). DAVIS was

wounded on this action and evacuated (pgs. 11, 12, 14).
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They received heavy sniper fire that day (pg. 12). The
witness recalled an incident that might have occurred on the
18th in which he "finished off" a VC suspect who had been
shot by the machinegunner while running at a distance

of 300 meters (pgs. 13, 14). EIKENBERRY and his squad
leader went out to check the man (pg. 14). EIKENBERRY

was told by his platoon leader over the radio to put the
man out of his misery (pg. 14).

d. Actions on the 19th.

On the 19th they moved to the beach where they
helped some Vietnamese chop wood (pg. 24). All he
remembered about this day was that he had an opportunity
to relax on the beach (pg. 24).

2, OTHER INFORMATION.

a. He had not spoken to anyone about the incident
since it became a matter of public knowledge (pg. 3).

b. The witness was the only tunnel rat and demolitions
expert in the company (pg. 7).

c. He recalled one incident where the company
was under the command of a Captain SHELTON (pg. 29).
They found a permanent building crammed with rice which
they blew up (pg. 29). They discovered a tunnel complex
so large it took 200-300 pounds of TNT to destroy (pg. 29).
Some rice was burned and the rest was shipped out
(pg. 29). No hootches were burned (pg. 29). The young
people of the village were rounded up and questioned
(pg. 29).
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(The hearing was reconvened at 1104, 13 February 1970.)
'COL ARMSTRONG: This hearing will come to order.

RCDR: The following persons are present, Colonel ARMSTRONG,
and Major APICI, and Major COOP.

The next witness is Specialist Four Roger EIKENBERRY.

(SP4 EIKENBERRY was called as a witness, was sworn
and testified as follows:) _

State your full name, grade, Social Security number,
branch of service and station.

A. Specialist Four, Roger A. EIKENBERRY, '
Company A, 1l6th Engineers.

RCDR: | Is that Fort Hood, Texas?

A, Right.

RCDR: You are in the United States Army?

A. Right, sir.

COL ARMSTRONG: Specialist EIKENBERRY, I am Colonel ARMSTRONG,
and I have been appointed by the Office of the Chief of Staff
to assist General PEERS in this investigation.

Have you read the preliminary instructions (Exhibit

M-57)?
A, Yes, I have.

Q. Do you understand them?

A, Yes, sir.

Q. Do you have any questions about them?
A, No, sir.
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Q. You should know there are other groups taking test-
imony. There are civilian lawyers who are helping General PEERS
and helping the Secretary of the Army in this investigation. '
The reason I tell you this is to tell you the scope of this
investigation. We are trying to get information, basically,
for the reasons you have read in the instructions. We have
talked to over 350 people. General PEERS and the civilian
lawyers have visited Vietnam and have talked to the Viet-
namese, This is a widespread investigation, and we have a

lot of information. We know what went on in the Pinkville
area and the My Lai area around the middle of March 1968,
when you were with them. The purpose of getting you in

here is that even after 2 years you may be able to furnish

a little information about this operation that your company
was in that would be of help to us to fill in some of those
gaps. This is an exhange of information, you are in here

to help, that's the idea behind it. Now I will lead you in
process of this questioning. I will lead you back and try

to recall events to you that may jog your memory so that it
will help you to remember a little bit. This is why I've
asked you to come in.

Would you tell me please the dates of service and
the positions you held while you were with A/3/1, when you
joined the company or when you left the battalion or division,
and tell me what jobs you held while you were with the unit?

A. I first came in the battalion November 1967, and I
originally was a cook to start out with. Then on the way to
Vietnam, on the ship, I volunteered for infantry, to go to a
line platoon, and I served Alpha Company as their tunnel rat
for the full tour of Vietnam, from December 1967 to 1968.

Q. December, 19682

A Yes,

Q. You were in what platoon?

A. 3d Platoon.

Q. All of the time?

A, Right, sir.
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Q. You were their tunnel rat?

A. ' Yes, sir.

Q. Why did you volunteer to go to a rifle platoon?
A. Well, sir, at the time I was involved with a lot

of trouble and everything when I was in Hawaii. The name
that I had and everything, well, certain people like my
parents and older people, everybody was getting the wrong
impression of me. It was partly that, and I was, as they
say, really gung-ho at the time. People called me a TV
soldier because that is the way that I operated when I was
over there, because I really liked soldiering while I was
over there in combat. It was just a feeling that I had
and everything. I felt like I was a good soldier while I
was over there and people considered me a good soldier
while I was over there. I tried to do something a little
extra that somebody else didn't do, and that is the reason
why I volunteered for a llne platoon.

Q. Now, since last fall, October, September, whenever
"this Pinkville incident hit the newspaper or television,

have you discussed this with anybody who was connected with
the Americal Division?

A. ' I have not. This went through my mind, personal
thoughts and that is all it's been. It's just been personal
thoughts.

Q. : Does anybody in your outfit at Fort Hood know
that you were in Task Force Barker?

A. Not that I know of, no. I ran into a couple of
old buddies and everything, but I think they have gone some-
where else of ETS'd. It's been a mutual acquaintance. We
knew each other and everything. Most of it's been just
personal thoughts to myself since I came home.

(The witness was oriented to MAP-5 by Col
ARMSTRONG. )

Q. Let the record reflect that I have oriented
Specialist EIKENBERRY on the map of the area and the Task
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Force Barker A0, so that any reference can be made to events
he is familiar with,

Specialist EIKENBERRY, tell us what you re-
membered about the operation, from the time that your com-
pany was in it's blocking position through the attack, the
mortar attack by the sappers, and anything past that.

A. Well, we were put in a blocking force and I
don't remember all the details, but I do remember that

day and we didn't see anything. All we were doing was
getting a few sniper rounds. All I remember was a lot

of smoke and a lot of firing and everything. Really we
just followed orders here and there. After everything
died down, we moved into the area that was supposed to
have been hot, in a manner of speaking. I remember that
night where we set up bivouac and we got hit that night.
What it was we got some grenades thrown in our site. I
remember the night exactly, because that morning I went
back to blow three grenades that didn't go off, because

I set one pound of TNT on each grenade. I remember every-
thing up to that morning and anything after that I cannot
exactly remember, any specific movement or operations that
we were involved with. It just involved marching back to
our main point of departure, but any specific information
I can't remember at the time.

Q. Let's try to reflect. You blew these grenades.
When did you blow these grenades, what time in the morning,
do you recall? '

A. It was early in the morning, we usually woke up
and started moving out around 0600, something like that

and I'd say it was between 0600 and 0700. It was early
that morning. It was daylight out and the rest of the com-
pany moved on and I came back with one other man standing
guard for me. I blew exactly three grenades that didn't

go off the night before.

Q. Do you remember definitely that the company moved
out early in the morning?

A. That is right.
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0. During the attack there were some men killed, two
of the men were killed and five men wounded.

A. That is correct.
Q. ©  Were the bodies still there?
A. No, we called in a dustoff that night and they got

everybody out that night, the ones that were killed and the
ones that were wounded.

Q. So there was nobody that had to come in and get the
bodies out. They had already been evacuated?

A, Right, we evacuated then with a dustoff.

Q. Can you name the names of those men that were killed?
A. | Only by nickname. It's been such a long time, I
can't remember their full name. I can only remember them by
nickname.

Q. Could you give me their nicknames?

A. One was "X", and the other one we called him Bobby.

‘His first name was Bob, but we called him "Bobby Bear", because
he was a big guy.

Q. Would you recognize their faces? GRENHAM? SEVIER?
A. SEVIER. |

Q. : ‘Who was he? Was he "X" or was he Bobby?

A, It had to be one of the two, because we ran around

a lot in Hawaii. 1It's just one of those things. You just call
them by his nickname.

Q. This is the instance where SEVIER was killed?

A. Right.

Q. He was one of the two men killed?

A. Right.
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Q. And you remember GRENHAM?

A, Right, the big guy was killed. He had a throat op-
eration and he had a big scar on his throat. That is how he
was the one that was killed.

Q. Do you remember who wés wouﬁded?

A. The guy we call "X".

Q. Francis X. CRUZ?

A, CRUZ,’that's.it, that's the one that got a piece

of shrapnel through the hand.

Q. What about Andy DOUGLAS?

A. As far as the other names, I can't remember or really

say, because I am not sure on the other two names.

Q. MCGUIRE?

A, No, it does not, I can;t really say.

Q. What about James STILES?

A. No.

Q. Do you remember definitely that this is the incident

in which CRUZ or "X"--

A, (Interposing) CRUZ.

Q. And SEVIER were hit?

A. Right.

Q. So, we are in the right operation. ‘Now when the

company moved out, did you go with the company and come back
to blow the grenades?

A, No, wherever something'like this happens, the com-
pany moves out and I always stay behind. Along with being a

tunnel rat, I was a demolition man and I had another man to
help me carry certain amounts of demolition. This man would
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stay back with me and when I set the charges the company would

always move out 400 or 500 yards, and we would wait until they

moved out, until they were just getting out of our sight. Then
we'd blow the grenades and we would catch up.

Q. Did they keep moving?

A. The company commander would show us where he was going
and we would sort of cut across. We knew this area fairly good
and so we knew just about how to take a shortcut to catch up

with them or meet them at a certain point.

Q. Were you the only tunnel rat in the company?

A. Right.

Q. The only demolition expert in the company?

A. _ Right'. |

Q. And they had yoﬁ assigned to the 3d Platoon?

A. Yes, sir. |

Q. Let me ask you, when the 3d Platoon went into an

operation, did you go with the 3d Platoon all of the time or
did you stay with the company commander?

A. I stayed with the 34 Platoon.

Q. What did the other platoons do when the other pla-
toons ran into a tunnel? '

A. They would call me. I just was more or less running
around to each platoon.

Q. You knew just about everybody in the company?

A, Right, sir. Like it would take me awhile to remem-
ber the names here and there, but for awhile I knew everybody.

Q. I'm interested in this day they left you back, when

you caught up to the company, can you remember where the 3d Pla-
toon was in the column? Was it in the rear in the center or in
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the lead?

A. I think the 3d Platoon was leading, because whenever
we got in a scrap or something, the 3d Platoon would always
take the point. Any other day, the other platoons would take
over as the point.

Q. The 24 Platoon had just been hit the night before?
| A, Right.

Q. All of these casualties were out of the 2d Platoon?

A. Yes. |

Q. Would they haVe been point?

A. Would they have been point?

Q. If they would have taken that number of casualties

the nlght before?

A. No, sir. Whenever we were in a real scrap or fight
the 3d Platoon had the lowest number of Deople killed, because
they were more experienced. I'm just saying that the 34 Pla-

toon was always the ones always asked to do this and that.

Q. Who was the platoon leader that day, do you recall?
A. We had so many platoon leaders.
Q. I think you will find this was either Lieutenant

WHITE or perhaps Lieutenant LUNDEEN.

A. Lieutenant--

Q. Maybe Lieutenant BOYLE. Lieutenant BOYLE was hit
long before that.

A. Okay .

Q. Now, as I understand it, maybe it was Lieutenant

WHITE, if Lieutenant WHITE had JOlned the company at that time,
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A. It would have to be, because fortunately Lieutenant
LUNDEEN acted as our company commander for a period of time -
and I think he was our platoon leader once. I think it would
fall to Lieutenant WHITE. Right at the present time, I can't
remember who was our platoon leader.

Q. You just don't remember anything that particularly
pointed out that WHITE had taken over by this time or LUNDEEN
- was still in there.

A, I don't.

Q. Now, that day you moved over to a hill, you didn't
have a far march, you are only talking about 5 or 6 kilometers
at the most.

. A I still can't remember if there was something in
between there that might have happened. I'm just thinking on
what happened after we moved out at the point.

Q. The thing that I am looking for and the thing that

I had reported to me was an incident that took place either that
day, the 18th or the next day the 19th, because on the 19th

you moved from the hill, all the way past Uptight. You were
marching across country most of that day so those 2 days in
there are about this incident that I am going to ask you about.
I'm going to start to lead you into it. Do you remember chop-
pers covering you, scouting for you? '

A. Were they bubble type?

Q. Yes.

A, I remember one day particularly that they were.

- Q. Why do you remember that day?

A. I remember that one day there were a couple of bubble

choppers around us and we picked up one with a carbine. That
is- the only time that I remember--

Q. (Interposing) One what with a carbine?

A, A VC, and that is the only day that I remember we had
any protection by any kind of a chopper.
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Q. What did you do with the man?

A, We kept him and we took him with us all the way
to an ARVN compound.

Q. Was that during the Task Force Barker operation?
Try and think now, was it before Pinkville incident or after
the Pinkville incident? Could it have been on this march?

A, It was in Task Force Barker.

Q. So it was sometime between the lst of February and
the end of March?

A. Right, because I remember my best buddy--I always
used to call him "Little Buddy" was hit the same day we picked
up--

Q. What was your buddy's name, do you remember?
A, I always called him "Little Buddy."
Q. You have plenty of time. Would you remember his

name if I called it out to you?

A, I might.
Q. ADDINGTON, ALEXANDER, AVERY, BLAIR, BARRETT, BEVERLIN,
BLOND. '

MAJ APICI: Do you remember what grade he was?
A. Either a PFC or a SP4.

COL ARMSTRONG: BROOKS, BURD, CHAMBERLAIN, CIRIACHI, do you
remember any of these names?

A. I remember them but he is not one of then.

Q. BURKHARDT?

A. No.

Q. . CHRISTMAS?
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A. No.

Q. CONDIT?
A. No.

Q. BROWN?
A, No.

Q. CORDRAY?
A. No. |

MAJ APICI: Was he in the 3d Platoon?
A. Yes, he was a squad leader.
COL ARMSTRONG: DAVIS?

A. DAVIS, that's it.

0. He was wounded on this action or close to this action
. that day or--

A. (Interposing) In regard to the empty time in between
there, there is a time that he was wounded that was empty

that I can not place, and I'm trying to place it. I think

that was the time. I'm trying to place the choppers and

when he was hit and we picked up that VC at the time in--

Q. (Interposing) This was the same time the choppers
were involved?

A. Yes.

Q. You must have had some kind of fire fight?k

A, We were getting sniper fire.

Q. This was Thomas DAVIS?

A. Right.

Q. That was the same liﬁtle action that DAVIS was wounded
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in that you picked up these VC?
A. Right.

Q. You can't think of any other incidents where you
had choppers?

A. No, this all involved the one day and that night.
The only time that we had the bubble chopper was that one day,
because we did get heavy sniper fire. We did get reports down
that there was something supposed to be in there. For some
reason or other they had these bubble choppers going out there
through the area and picked up one guy.

Q. Do you know where DAVIS is now?
A. He is home now, he ETS'd when he left 'Nam.
MAJ APICI: Was DAVIS wounded before you got this VC or after?

A. After, because we picked him up hiding in the rice
paddy and then we came to a little village there were three
or four huts. Tom and I went to get a drink of water. There
was sort of an explosion. It was sort of a grenade launcher
type of deal. It hit the water, and it splashed up. I had
wanted a drink of water at the time and I said no, I'll let
him get a drink first and I'll keep an eye out. As soon as

I turned that is when it hit and that was directly after, not
more than 5 minutes after we picked up the VC.

Q. Was DAVIS badly hurt?

A. His leg was all wrinkled up. It looked like ham-
burger. It was not really that bad.

COL ARMSTRONG: Let me try this; another time there were chop-
pers, two bubble types, one was flying low, one was flying
high. That is the way they normally did this, one up above

to protect the one below. Off to the left of the company,

they were up ahead of you, the one started circling, does this
ring a bell at all? He circled for about 20 minutes.

A. No, I can't pick it up right now.
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Q. I'll continue. After he started circling a couple
of men left the lead platoon and went over 200 to 300 meters
off of the route of march of the company to pick up a VC that
this chopper was circling over.

A. Well, the only time I can remember the two bubble
choppers was when we found the VC. He was hovering and had
him trapped. The VC knew we were coming; we were real close
to him; and he gave himself up. This is the only time.

Q. Now, I'll continue on this, because this may jar
your memory, I want to feed this to you little-by-little. If
you can remember, great; if you can't you can't.

A. This is the only time I can remember and the chopper
did hover, he gave himself up and there was no resistance. We.
went over and picked him up.

Q. Who picked him up?

A. A couple of guys from the platoon.

Q. You didn't?

A. No, I didn't. 2As a matter of fact, "Little Tom"

was always in on this, everytime we captured somebody he was
always right there to watch him or something like this.

Q. The time I am thinking about, two of the men went
over and there was a shot or maybe two shots and these guys
rejoined the company. Then there was a lot of angry radio
messages from the chopper to the commander. Then the comp-
any commander called the platoon leader and there was a lot
of chatter back and forth. Then the company went on and then
the chopper left the area. This does not ring a bell.

A, Did we pick up any prisoners then?
(COL ARMSTRONG indicated in the negative.)
, There is another time where I can't place any chop-
pers but there was a lot of squabbling over the radio about

whether we should take care of this guy or what. There was
one time there was a VC that was running and he was shot, one

(EIKENBERRY) 13 APP T-361



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

shot in the chest at about 300 meters by a guy in the platoon
who had a 60. He fired one time and hit the guy. We assumed
he was a VC and we were told to fire and we fired. Me and my
squad leader went out and the VC, he didn't have any identifi-
cation on him at all and he had half his guts blown out. My
platoon leader said to shoot him and put him out of his misery.
That was the only time I remember of any incident like that
where there was anybody squabbling over the radio.

Q. Your platoon leader said this to your squad leader
over the radio? '

A. It was the hand radio.
0. Your squad leader was with you?
A, Yes. My leader was with me and he said, "Should

the tunnel rat go on and finish him off?" And the platoon
leader said, "Go ahead and do it."

Q. Let's not talk about this any more for a second.

Do you have any idea there were no choppers in-
volved in this? :

A. Not that I can recall. I can only recall the one
time having choppers.

MAJ APICI: Your buddy DAVIS was hit?

A. Yes.

Q. Did .you get a dustoff then or was he evacuated or
what? :

A. He didn't want to go right then and the company com-

mander didn't want to bring in a dustoff then, because of the
sniper fire we got. Tom said he can go on a little bit further
until we get to a clear area and then he was dusted off.

Q. He was evacuated?
A, Yes.
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Q. He didn't come back to the area?

A. '~ He came back, but he was on a hospital ship for a
couple of weeks and then he came back.

COL ARMSTRONG: Was he in pretty good shape?
A. He had a limp.
Q. We will recess at this time.

(The hearing recessed at 1155 hrs, 13 February 1970.)

' (The hearing reconvened at 1119 hours, 14 February
1970.)

COL ARMSTRONG: The hearing will come to order.

RCDR: The following persons are present, COL ARMSTRONG,
COL MILLER, and MAJ COOP.

Sir, the hearing recalls Specialist Four EIKENBERRY,

(SP4 EIKENBERRY was recalled, reminded of his ocath
and testified as follows:)

Specialist EIKENBERRY, you are reminded that you
are still under oath.

“A. Right, sir.

COL ARMSTRONG: When we terminated your testimony yesterday,
just before lunch, and reviewed that testimony, I want to tell
you EIKENBERRY, that because of the latter part of your test-
imony, about the incident of the VC out in the field, that we
suspect that you may be guilty, and I say suspect, guilty of

a crime. Because of this, I have asked Colonel MILLER, who is
a JAG officer, to spell out what this means to you and to give
you advice the way you should have it. As I pointed out, we
suspect, we are not accusing at all., We want to make sure that
you have your rights spelled out to you.
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COL MILLER: I was not here vesterday but I understand that Col-
onel ARMSTRONG was asking you some questions about Company A.
You were relating to him some of the things that you had done
and the company had done at various times. The last things you
were talking about was an incident involving a particular Viet
Cong who had been shot and you went with your squad leader to
see what you could do with him. The last comment you made was
substantially to the effect that your squad leader had called
the platoon leader and the word came down that you should kill
the Vviet Cong. At that point, Colonel ARMSIRONG stopped. Al-
though there is no evidence as to what happened thereafter,
there is a possibility this order was carried out. I do not
know, he does not know, whether it was, but the fact that it
had gone this far at least raises a suspicion you may have car-
ried out the order to kill this Vviet Cong. If you did so, this
would be a very serious offense against the law of war and also
against the Uniform Code of Military Justice. It might consti-
tute the offense of murder.

The only information we have on this so far is what
you said. Under Article 31 of the Uniform Code of Military Jus-
tice, you have certain rights. I want to explain them to you
at this time. Do you understand what I have said so far EIK-
ENBERRY?

A. No, sir.

Q. : Since there is a suspicion at least that you may
have committed an offense, you now have a right to remain si-
lent and to answer no questions whatsoever. If you do make

any further statements, they could be used as evidence against
you in a criminal trial. You have a right to consult with
counsel, a lawyer. This can be a lawyer whom you employ or it
can be a lawyer whom we will make available to you, a mili- ,
tary lawyer. This will be without any cost. If you have a par-
ticular counsel that you would want and he is reasonably avail-
able, we will try to make him available. If you don't, in

the event you want a lawyer, we do have a lawyer who is avail-
able, a Judge Advocate General Corps officer.

If you decide that you would like to have counsel,

you would be given an opportunity to talk to him. When you
are called back, he could be here with you. You could consult
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with him and he could talk to you at any time. If you thought
it necessary to take a recess, you could do that. 1In other
words, he can be with you at all times during the questioning.
Now you may decide that you would like to go ahead and testify
today without having your lawyer here with you and you have
" this right. If you decide to do that, you can refuse to an-
swer any particular guestion or all questions, or you can ask
that the questioning be stopped at any time. You would also
have the right, if you start talking without counsel to say
that you would like to have counsel and request that one be
‘made available. We would make one available as soon as pos-
sible. Now do you understand the nature of the suspicion at
this point?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Do you understand that you are suspected, on the
basis of your testimony yesterday, of having possibly killed
a Viet Cong who was wounded and helpless and that this might
be an offense, do you understand that?

A, Yes, sir.

Q. Do you understand that you don't héve to answer
any further questions concerning that?

A. Right, sir.

Q. And that you have a right to remain silent, you can
refuse to answer any further questions? I would prefer that
you answer the questions I'm asking you now but I'm doing this
to see that you understand your rights. When I say no further
‘questions, I mean concerning the incident. You understand that
you could have a civilian counsel here if you wish or we would
furnish a military counsel for you?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Incidently, if you decide that you would like to
have a civilian counsel, this would be at your own expense.
If you would like to have a civilian counsel here at your
expense and the military counsel, you could do so. Do you
understand, then that if you would like to have a military
lawyer made available or civilian lawyer, you can tell us at
this time and we will give you an opportunity to get counsel?
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A. Sir, may I ask a question?

Q. _ Yes.

A. What follows up if I refuse to answer anymore»ques—,
tions? '

Q. As far as the ingquiry is concerned, we will just

ask you no more gquestions. The matter may be referred to the
CID for investigation. But now you need not answer any quest-

ions.

A, Sir, may I ask another gquestion?

Q. ' Certainly. | |

A. Sir, I'm scared. I don't know what to say.

Q. Well, I suggest if you feel you would like to get

some legal advice, you should so indicate at this time and
we will provide it, whatever you need as far as military law-
yer or let you talk to civilian counsel.

A, I'd just soon not answer any further questions on
that particular incident.

COL ARMSTRONG: Do you want any counsel?
A, No.
Q. Let us recess.

(The hearing recessed at 1139 hours, 14 February
1970.)

(The hearing reconvened at 1149 hours, 14 February
1970.)

COL ARMSTRONG: The hearing will come to order.
COL MILLER: Colonel ARMSTRONG indicated to me yesterday that
this came as much of a surprise to him, that you may have beeéen

involved in any incident. You were not suspected of anything
when you came in here and it is our deep concern that you be
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informed of your legal rights and your right to counsel at this
point before you decide what you want to do.

I have a military counsel who is immediately avail-
able if you would like to consult with him.

A. Sir, I don't believe that I'm guilty of anything,
so I'd just as soon not answer any more questions on that
particular incident.

Q. Colonel ARMSTRONG would like to ask you some ques-
tions on the Task Force Barker, Company A, operations at an en-
tirely different time. You are not suspected of any offense
with respect to that operation at this time either. Would you
be willing to answer questions on that as against this incident
that you discussed yesterday?

A, Yes, sirx.

Q. Would you like to have counsel and consult with coun-
t:sel before you answer those questions?

ﬁ A. No, sir.

'Q. Are you sure about that? You understand that you
can have counsel?
A. Any incident that took place in Task Force Barker,
sir, I have no reason to have any counsel,
Q. You are willing to answer questions without counsel
on that?
A. Yes, sir.
Q. I do suggest that it might be to your interest if

you did take time and consult with counsel just to be certain
that you know exactly what you are doing. You can talk to
somebody who will be your personal representative in looking
out for your interest only. But you have the choice of either
asking for counsel or not doing so. I certainly would not com-
pel you to consult with counsel if you didn't want to. If you
wish to, you certainly have that right.

A. I'1l1l take counsel.
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COL ARMSTRONG: You will consult with counsel?
A, Does this refer to Task Force Barker?

CoL MILLER: He will be here to represent you on anything con-
cerning your questioning.

A. ~ I'm confused right now.

COL ARMSTRONG: Would you like to think about this for a few
minutes?

A. No, éir, I don't want any counsel, I will be willing -
to answer questions on anything you have about Task Force Barker.

Q. The hearing will recess.
(The hearing recessed at 1152, 14 February 1970.)

(The hearing reconvened at 1200 hours, 14 February
1970.)

Q. - The hearing will come to order.

Specialist EIKENBERRY, during the recess, you have
had a chance to think about whether you want counsel or not,
what is you election?

A. I choose to have counsel, sir.

Q. The hearing will recess.

(The hearing recessed at 1201 hours, 14 February
1970.)

(The hearing reconvened at 1455 hours, 14 February
1970.)

COL ARMSTRONG: The hearing will come to order.

RCDR: The following persons are present, COL ARMSTRONG,
COL MILLER, MAJ ZYCHOWSKI, and MAJ COOP.

(EIKENBERRY) 20 APP T-361

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

Sir, the hearing recalls Specialist EIKENBERRY.

Specialist EIKENBERRY, you are reminded that you
are under oath. _

RCDR: Are you represented by counsel?
A. Yes, sir.
RCDR: Will counsel please state his name and address for

the record?

IC: Captain Michael GOLDEN, assigned to The Judge Advo-
cates General's Office, Department of the Army, Washington, D.C.

COL MILLER: Captain, are you a lawyer, admitted to practice
law before a federal court or the Supreme Court of the United
States?

Iic: Yes. sir, I am.

Q. You are a member of The Judge Advocate General's
Corps?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Just before we recessed this morning EIXKENBERRY, I

told you that you were suspected of an offense, a possible of-
fense of murder, and in this case, it may have been a violation
of the law of war; it had to do with the possible killing of

a Viet Cong. I also told you that you could have counsel and

I explained to you your right to testify or not to testify.
After we had discussed this for some time and after you talked
to Colonel ARMSTRONG, you decided that you would like to have
counsel made available to you. Captain GOLDEN was made avail-
able. Have you had a chance to talk to him?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Have you had enough time to discuss this matter
with him?

A, Yes, sir.
Q. Are you satisfied to have him here to act as your
(EIKENBERRY) 21 APP T-361
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legal counsel?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. After having talked to him, are you willing to make
a statement and to answer questions? If you have any limitations
on this, you could let us know and before you answer my question,:
you may want to talk to Captain GOLDEN.

IC: May counsel make a statement on his behalf?

Q. Does he intend to testify at all, to make any state-
ments? '
IC: Not pertaining to the incident in question.

COL MILLER: There are other matters that are entirely unre-
lated to the incident on which he was warned on which we would
like to ask questions if we may. If he is willing to testify

as to those, I'd appreciate it if you would tell me, and if nec-
cessary, Colonel ARMSTRONG will be glad to outline the general
nature of the subject matter in which he is interested.

IC: I think that would be appropriate for us and then
we can confer once again.

COL MILLER: I'll ask if you would like to make a statement?

IC: I merely wanted to say, that under Article 31, I
advised him and he has decided that he does not want to make

a statement because the statement that he might make pertaining
to this incident is not a matter material to the investi-
gation as a whole.

Q. You may be willing to answer questions on different
matters?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Do you have any other questions? The right to your

Article 31 privilege against testifying of course, still ap-
plies in that regard.

COL ARMSTRONG: Thank you very much. Specialist EIKRENBERRY,
we appreciate the attitude you are taking. We would like to
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call your attention to the events of 16, 17, 18 and 19 March.
Looking at the map behind you (Exhibit MAP-1) and calling

your attention to the My Lai (1) Pinkville area; we had dis-
cussed the operations of your company in this area on the 15th,
16th and the 17th and also to a degree on the 18th. Since I
last discussed this with you, Captain WHITE one of your old
company officers has testified and clarified some of the talk
of this situation. See if what he testified corresponds with
your thinking and your recollection.

. He pointed out that the company was put in this area
with the 3d Platoon down here. This is early in the morning

of the 16th, about 0800, an assistant machinegunner who was

new stepped on a booby trap which wounded himself and the ma-
chinegunner, who later died. A chopper came in and evacuated
the two of them and shortly thereafter, the platoon radio op-
erator blew a booby trap and was wounded and evacuated, do you
recall these events? .

A. Yes, sir.

Q. ' The platoon leader moved the platoon back out of
-this area to a new location which was presumably more free of
mines, but to get out of there he pointed out he had to probe
'his way out. That night you spent in these positions. The
next day, the lst and 3d Platoons went across the river and
went into a night defensive position in about this location.
The 2d Platoon went out of here and went over and went into

a position on this hill, then, about 2115 that night you

were attacked and the lst Platoon took two men killed and the
five wounded of those casualties. Captain WHITE says he re-
membered that because at one time he had been the platoon leader.
. He knows it was the 1lst Platoon because it was his old men.
That was Sergeant GRENHAM who was in on that.

: The next day, the reminder of the company that was
down here rejoined the 2d Platoon up here by going across this
place and crossing the river and the foot bridge that you had
crossed several times before and then up on this hill area.
That was the 18th. You spent the night of the 18th on this
'hill position, then on the 19th, you moved across over to the
beach area. When you were over there, the lst Platoon stopped
a group of Vietnamese women that night who were carrying fish.
Do you recall that incident? '
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A. I remember going to the beach, that was my empty spot
in between there, I remember going to the beach and this was

the time that we helped some Vietnamese chop wood or they were
chopping wood.

Q. You went there to protect the wood choppers?

A. I remember everything up to there but I don't remem-
ber any specific incident. All I know, that's about the only
time we had a chance to relax for a while.

Q. You may not have known about one of the platoons
gathering up a small group of Vietnamese women who were loaded
with fish. They just checked them out and found they were

all right and let them go.

A, We had a lot of fun swimming and things like that.

Q. Let's go back to the march that day from the hill
over to the beach. Do you remember that in any detail? Did
the 3d Platoon lead out?

A. Is this the incident now where I blew the grenades
that morning? )

Q. That was the day before the blowing of the gre-
nades. The morning that you blew the grenades was the morn-
ing of the 18th and the lst and 3d Platoons, the company
command group with the mortar tubes, moved to the west across
the river on the foot bridge and you stayed behind and blew
the grenades. They started out ahead of you and you caught
up to them. The company crossed the foot ‘bridge over the
Diem Diem River and moved up on the hill and rejoined the 2d
Platoon up on the hill where you spent the night of the 18th.
Now it's the next day I'm talking about, when you left .the
hill. Do you remember which platoon led out?

A. I can remember--
Q. (Interposing) Over to the beach.
A, I can remember bivouacing on a hill. I can't place

the exact dates. I know we bivouaced on top of a hill a couple
of times. But I can't exactly put what dates they were and I
do remember going to the beach.
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Q. How did you get to the beach? Do you remember
the formation the company had on that march across there?
A real hot day.

A. I think it was strung out.

Q. What platoon led, do you know?

A. I don't know, sir. I can't say.

Q. Do you know whether your platoon led or not?

A. No, I don't think so, but when we hit the beach,

we either did lead out--all I know, by the time we got to
the beach, I sat down and rested. A couple of us sat down
and took a break for a while.

Q. See if you can remember walking up to the beach
with a lot of the company around or just a few people around.

A. We split up. I think we split up and came out on
different directions not too far apart, like maybe one pla-
toon here and another platoon here. I think we sort of made
an open wide sweep or something. I'm not quite sure. I
think the company was split in half. One came out at one
part of the beach and we came out at some place else on the
beach. I'm not quite sure on that.

Q. But you don't really remember moving across?
A, 'No, I can't.
Q. I mean the march from the hill to the beach,

the formation?

A. Most of the time, whenever we bivouaced on top of

a hill or something--there was only two or three times we
bivouaced on top of a hill. It was one of these big mountains
and we had to string ourselves out to a certain degree

because it was so steep in certain places. The only way we
could get on the mountain, the time that I remember we biv-
ouaced on it, is to go in single file a few paces apart.

Q. But you had a platoon, one platoon leading; you
didn't have a man out of the lst Platoon and a man out of

-
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the 3d Platoon, and then a man out of the 2d Platoon. You
had all of the 1lst Platoon leading or all of the 24 or all
of the 3d followed by each of the platoons, right?

A. I assume that's the way we did it. Like I say,
we took turns taking point. I just can't remember anything.
I remember the morning, I think; I remember the night on

the hill. There was one night we got served; they sent

our supplies in real late. That was one night, and one
night we had already had our supplies. I know we stayed on
top of the hills a couple of times but I can't place when it
was. I do remember walking on the beach. I got a vision of
when we hit on the beach. What we did after we got set up,
we went around trying to find coal oil to start little fires.
We did get some fish off of the village people. Some of the
cutters, wood choppers, fixed us up some fish and we gave
them some C rations for some fish, We had a couple of ser-
geants that knew how to whip up some good chow with fish.
That's all I remember, is just having a good time. I can't
remember the exact details or what happened in between there.
How we got to the beach, I just can't remember any specific
incident or anything that took place. Getting there was just
an ordinary march to the beach, I suppose.

Q. In your previous testimony, you mentioned the fact
that you had remembered one time where a chopper had cor-
nered a VC and that you and I believe DAVIS had gone and
gathered him in. He had a carbine.

A, I wasn't the one that gathered him up; they
already had him. DAVIS was appointed to watch him and some-
body else. Then Lieutenant LUNDEEN was the one who was in
charge of that movement. Now this was the time we didn't
have any company commander at the time. Lieutenant LUNDEEN
was the one that took charge because we took off from Dottie
and that was toward the beach area. Like I say, we made a
thousand and one combat assaults to the same area, 15 or 20
times in one week. The same lousy area. This time the hel-
icopter, the bubble chopper, cornered a guy. That was the
same day Lieutenant LUNDEEN was acting as company commander.
We took this prisoner to an ARVN compound on top of a mountain.
We marched real heavy. I can't remember how long it was, but
it was most of the night with no rest. We marched hard and
heavy to get there. It was at the very top of the biggest
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mountain I ever climbed since I was over there. It was an
ARVN compound and we stayed there that night and we moved
out again the next day. That was the day Tom--I told you
we went to get a drink of water and a grenade or something
exploded and he got his leg messed up.

Q. B-40 or B-70 or something?
A. I think it was an M-79 round really. It could
have been one of ours or one of theirs. I assumed it was

an M-79 round by the way it sounded when it hit. But I
turned my back at the same time it hit and he was getting a
drink of water at the same time it hit. It hit right inside
the water.

Q. Okay. Now let's go to when Captain SHELTON was
commanding the company, just about in the same area. I'm
trying to identify the hill for you. Remember getting into
a village and everything, five or six caches found in this
village and then blowing them up--the concrete buildings

of the village? Captain SHELTON was commanding.

A. I remember that.

Q. Now the hill was right next to it because if you
want to look on this map—-

A. (Interposing) I remember now, this is the night
we got supplies. We got set up late at night.

Q. Here is the village that you found the rice

caches in and here is the hill that I know later on you
bivouaced on, the night of the 18th of March. I'm just
trying to locate this hill and this time so if you can
perhaps remember something about it. The operation with
Captain SHELTON of course, was about 2 or 3 weeks before this.

A, I know the operation with Captain SHELTON, the
place we lost the machinegunner and his assistant. The rea-
son why that place was booby trapped was because we had two
platoons in there I think, in that same little area. We
were giving Captain SHELTON cover so that he could get the
rest of the way across the field and that was the day that
he was hit. Right now I'm getting--we had so many people
taking command here and everything.
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Q. I think you are a little bit confused about this,

because that incident, Captain SHELTON getting hit, is about

a week before the machlnegunner and the assistant machinegun-
ner blew the booby trap, right in the same area.

A. Then the day that they got killed, the machinegun-
ner and his assistant, I've got this confused, this whole
investigation. Is this the time we supposedly had been in

a blocking position and 600 or 700 meters away was a heavy
dense wooded area which they CA'd one company in and another
company was supposed to have been coming up behind?

Q. This is the operation we're investigating.
A, We sat there almost all day and watched them bom-

bard that whole area before any infantry unit was ever in that
wooded area.

Q. Then this isn't the operation.

A, Well, this is what I was getting confused on because
I know--

Q. (Interposing) 5 minute artillery preparation

from about 0725 to about 0730 in the morning?

A. I know that they had one company coming up behind
and they had another company that was making a CA into it. I
know we made one sweep through that area after it was all
over, I don't exactly remember what happened after that but
I was confused on--

Q. (Interposing) That's another operation.
A, Well, this is the same place, we were in a blocking--
Q. (Interposing) Same area. Well, what really I'm

interested in is this march from the hill over to the beach.
Were there and choppers involved in this, flying cover for you?

A. I can't say because I'm not positive if there were.
Q. Let's talk about this operation where you found rice
caches. You were with Captain SHELTON and you blew the per-
manent type buildings.
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A. Every permanent type building was completely
crammed with rice, even the chimneys in some of these well
built buildings. We were on a schedule of some kind, so

the best way, he called in demolition teams and everything
to come and blow these up. We found a big giant tunnel
complex which they used 200 or 300 pounds of TNT to destroy.
This was all involved, like they destroyed this whole tunnel,
went through the side of a mountain, along with blowing up
the front of the buildings along with the rice in them. We
burned a lot of rice, we didn't burn the huts now. We took
the rice out physically. A lot of it we packed up in sand
bags and loaded out on choppers. We worked our butts off
loading sandbags up with rice and they loaded them up in

the choppers. What they coulan't take, what we didn't have
room enough to load up in the choppers, we took the rest of
it out and poured water on it. The water was the best way
to destroy rice. We didn't burn a single hut. We started
out to burn some rice but Captain SHELTON said the best way
is to pour water on it and throw it out on the ground. That's
about it. I remember the incident now. :

Q. Same day.

A, I know we had all kinds of people in that village
gathered up and they had a couple of interpreters fly in on
choppers. I think we spent almost the full day while half
the company was loading rice up, destroying it. Then they
had the other company rounding up all the young people of the
village and had them all in one circle guestioning them and
everything. That's all I can remember on that.

Q. See if you can remember this incident? Right in
the same area, right around the same place that you saw the
rice, this was right north of the river, remember that? A
chopper was flying around on the other side. of the river and
apparently saw what he thought was a VC. He came back,

came over to the company and picked up Captain SHELTON and
one other man and went over across the river to what they
thought was a VC; do you remember this?

A. I can't--

Q. | (Interposing) When he came back, they found out it
was a farmer and reported that they found out it was a farmer.
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A, I don't remember anything about this.

Q. You do not remember a chopper covering you when
you were marching except the one time when they cornered
that VC with a carbine?

A, That's the only time I remember a couple of
choppers covering over us. The reason why we were there

in the first place, it was reported they were scouting the
area in the first place. We were just caught up in the
middle of our chow and everything and had to get loaded

up and go out there. Half the guys didn't have half the
gear and we just moved out on the spur of the moment.

That's the reason I think we were there in the first place
because they spotted some action going on in that area, some
people were seen, so that's why we picked up that guy.

Q. Specialist EIKENBERRY, I want to thank you for
coming in. I appreciate everything you have done to try

to tell us what you know and I'd like to remind you that
you are not to discuss this, anything that happened in this
room, with anybody except with the advice of your counsel.
Particularly, you're not to discuss it with anybody who
might sometime or other be a witness to this inquiry. Now
in the event you are questioned by or called before an admin-
istrative, judicial or legislative investigation of the My
Lai incident, anything you have testified to here you may
testify to there. Again, I would advise you to seek the
advice of your counsel on this, but I want to thank you very
much.

You ought to be very, very proud to know the
comments that have been made by Captain WHITE and by the
other members of your platoon about you. And I would like
to have your reputation. Do you have anything you would
like to say or any questions you would like to ask?

A, No, sir.

Q. I want to thank you very much.

(The hearing recessed at 1520 hours, 14 February
1970.)
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY

WITNESS: ELLIOT, Vernon R.

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 19 February 1970
PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon
WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A

COUNSEL: None

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: Platoon Sergeant,
First Platoon, A/3/1.

1. BACKGROUND INFORMATION.

The witness joined the 1lth Brigade in November
1966 (pg. 2). He trained in Hawaii with the unit
and on 5 December 1967 he departed with A/3/1 for
Vietnam (pgs. 2, 3). He left Vietnam for the United
States in early December 1968 (pg. 3).

2. PRIOR TRAINING IN THE RULES OF LAND WARFARE.
The witness discussed the training that was re-

ceived by the unit at the Jungle Warfare Training Center
in Hawaii, amphibious exercise on Molokai, and upon

their arrival in Vietnam (pgs. 21-27). The witness stated
that he was trained in the Code of Conduct and the Geneva
Conventions, but did not recall by whom (pgs. 25-26). He

recalled that when they first arrived in Vietnam they
were told that "you don't fire at anybody unless they

fired at you" (pg. 26). He stated that as time went by
this rule was no longer followed (pg. 26). The witness
stated that he recalled having a class on the legality
versus the illegality of an order (pg. 28). He stated

that he could have had a class on the reporting of an
atrocity or a war crime, but it did not stand out in his
mind (pg. 29). '
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3. PREOPERATIONAL PLANS AND BRIEFINGS.

The witness did not recall receiving a briefing on
15 March (pg. 21).

4. COMBAT ASSAULT.

a. The grenade attack on 17 March.

The witness did not recall the activities of
the unit on 17 March (pg. 8). He did remember the grenade
attack which occurred at 2115 hours and resulted in two
men dead and five men wounded (pg. 8). The witness stated
that the wunded were evacuated as quickly as possible
(pg. 10). The bodies of the two dead men were not taken
out until the next day (pgs. 10, 11). Before they were
removed another helicopter flew in carrying either
Colonel HENDERSON or Lieutenant Colonel BARKER or both
(pg. 11). The witness did not know if Colonel LUPER
was present that day (pg. 12).

b. Activities on 18-~19 March.

The witness recalled that on the evening of
18 March they laagered on a steep hill (pg. 13). The
next morning the unit went over to the beach (pgs. 13,
14). The witness could not recall what platoon was
leading the way as they moved to the beach (pg. 14). He
recalled that they set up a CP, had security, and allowed
the men to go swimming (pg. 14). He recalled that on
the night of 19 March while they were set up in an ambush
formation along a woodline they captured two women with
large baskets of fish (pg. 14).

5. OTHER INFORMATION.

a. The witness was told about an incident in which
a helicopter pilot informed the company commander of a
Vietnamese hiding in a rice paddy (pgs. 16, 17). Two
soldiers were sent out to capture him and they killed the
man (pg. 17). When the pilot called down by radio to
find out what happened, he was told that the man had a
grenade in his pocket and was a VC (pg. 17). ,The witness
did not know about this incident (pgs. 17, 18).

I3
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b. The witness described EIKENBERRY as "one of the
worst mistakes the Army ever made" (pg. 19). He stated
that EIKENBERRY "played tunnel rat" long enough to build
up a reputation and then get a "soft job in the company"

{pg. 19). He stated that the man was no good as a
soldier (pg. 20).
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(The hearing reconvened at 1235 hours, 19 February
1970.)

COL ARMSTRONG: The hearing will come to order.

RCDR: The following persons are present: COL ARMSTRONG,
LTC BRANDT, and MAJ COOP.

I have an exhibit for entry into the record. This
is a line of succession roster from March 1968 to January 1970.
It covers the following headquarters: III MAF; Americal Div-
ision; 1llth Infantry Brigade; Task Force Barker; 1234 Aviation
Battalion; 174th Aviation Company; 6th Battalion, 1llth Artillery;
and the advisory element, Quang Ngai Province. This is entered
into the record and identified as M-~120.

The next witness is Mr. Vernon R. ELLIOT.

(MR ELLIOT was called as a witness, was sworn and
testified as follows:)

Sir, will you state your full name?

A. Vernon Ray ELLIOT.

RCDR: Your occupation?

A. I'm a store clexrk in a liquor store.
RCDR: © Your address?

A. 315 Hogan Road, Rossville, Georgia.

COL ARMSTRONG: Mr. ELLIOT, on my left is Colonel BRANDT who
will also ask you questions. One of the first things I'd like
to know is if you have read the preliminary instructions (Ex-
hibit M-57)7

A. Right, sir.
- Q. Did you understand them?

A. Yes, sir. I think so.

Q. Do you have any questions on them?
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A. No, I don't.

Q. Of course, you and I have met before. I want to
point out that there are other such groups taking testimony.
In fact, there are two civilian lawyers who volunteered their
services to the Secretary of the Army to assist in the inquiry,
They were so detailed to General PEERS to assist him. We have
interrogated up to 350 individuals so far. However, General
PEERS alone is responsible for reaching the conclusions, writ-
ing the report, and making the recommendations on this inquiry.

I would also like to remind you that the prelimin-
ary instructions requested that you not discuss this outside
of this hearing room except as you may be required to do so
before some official judicial, administrative, or legislative
investigative body.

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Mr. ELLIOT, the way I conduct this interrogation

is I'll ask you a few standard questions to identify where you
were, what your position was and this sort of thing. Then I
will go off the record in a more informal fashion to brief
you thoroughly as to the events of the period of time that we
are going to be discussing, about what your unit participated
in, to focus your memory. and your recollection into that parti--
cular time. We will then go back on the record and try to get
as much information from you as you can possibly recollect.

We are very informal in these proceedings, because the most
important thing is to try to focus your attention to that
particular period of time back in 1968 so you can remember
what occurred.

The first question is would you state for us your
position, your period of service, the dates you were in the
Americal Division, or in the 1lth Brigade, or A/3/1 Infantry
even as far back as Schofield Barracks in Hawaii and until
you rotated home from Vietnam?

A, : I joined the 11lth Brigade in I think November of
1967--no, 1966. T stayed there 13 months. I trained with

the unit. I was a platoon sergeant, a staff sergeant E-6.

We left by boat 5 December 1967. I stand to be corrected, but
I think it was 5 December 1967 and we were part of the Ameri-
cal Division when we got to Vietnam.
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Q. You were in A Company?
A. ' A/s/l Infantry.
Q. Howvlong were you with A Company while you were in
Vietnam?
A. v For a year. For the 12 months I was there.
0. The reason I ask is because you were infused, and

-you lost a lot of people to the infusion program.

A. Yes, sir. I wasn't., I stayed there.

Q. And you rotated back to the Uﬁited States?

A. Yes.

Q. Ih early December 19687

- A. Yes, sir. I believe 14 December roughly.

Q. And you were the platoon sergeant of the lst Platoon-

all the time?

A, Yes, sir, all the time I was over there. Well, the
other platoons rotated platoon sergeants because of casualties
and what have you, but I felt pretty lucky. I was in the same
platoon for 12 months.

Q. Okay. Now let's go back to this past fall, in Sep-
tember and October, when the Pinkville or My Lai incident hit
the newspapers and TV and Life magazine. Have you spoken to
any of your old company mates or people who were in the bri-
gade since that time?

A. Well, we had in our weapons platoon Sergeant Norman

D. HILL. He was from Texas and he and I went on R&R together.
And he came to see me here about a month ago. He's divorced,

and his ex-wife and child are in Cleveland, Tennessee. When

I heard about it, and when I say him I says, "How about this

My -Lai incident? Can you believe it?" And he told me, "Well,

I hadn't really paid much attention." I said, "Well, you

- should read up on it because they've really got something going."
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Q. He was in your company?
A. Yes, sir.
Q. I take it from this that you were rather surprised

when this came out?

A. I was. I want to answer your questions, and you
know I've got things, you know, that I'd like to say about
that. You know what I mean, well--

Q. (Interposing) Please say anything that you want.

A. I'd rather you ask me the questions; then if it
doesn't come out, I'll tell you. o

Q. Why were you surprised?

A. Mainly because every time my company went into My
Lai, we got hostile action. We never went into My Lai without
it, and I saw a lot of people die in My Lai and get wounded.

We would go days without getting any enemy and see people hit
booby traps, and that was the worst place in the world. Well, .‘
I don't know. I think about it every day because I had the
same people in Hawaii that I carried to Vietnam in my platoon.
I knew them, and I watched them. I watched some of them die,
some of them get wounded. I never met anybody since I have
been in the Army that I thought capable of doing anything
unjust over there, and I know this is about something that
somebody is supposed to have done. But I've never met any-
body that I thought would do anything that anybody said people -
have done over there. That's all I want to say on it. -

Q. Well, this has come as a surprise to many of us.
The shock was fantastlc.

“A. Yes, sir.
Q. It is interesting to get the same reaction out of
somebody who was actually in the area at the time. 1I'm going

to go off the record at this time to brief you on the exercise
to get your mind focused back just to the details so that you
might recollect better. We'll take a recess at this time.

(The hearing recessed at 1245 hours, 19 February 1970.)
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- (The hearing reconvened at 1310 hours, 19 February
©1970.)
COL ARMSTRONG: The hearing will come to order.

RCDR: All present when the hearing recessed are again
present. '

COL ARMSTRONG: Mr. ELLIOT?
A, Yes, sir.

Q. You have listened to me brief you on what the oper-
ations were of Task Force Barker during the period from 1
February to about 1 April. Would you please recount for us
everything you can remember step by step from about 15 March
on tracing what your platoon did, what your company did as you
recall through about 19 or 20 March9

A. The dates and all I couldn't Ve¢1fy, but I can tell
you that I remember distinctly when Captain TRINKLE got shot.
I can tell you that. When we left fire base Dottie my pla-
toon was blocking outside of My Lai, and the other portion of
the company were CA'd in and when they--the operation didn't
go as we had planned because--

Q. (Interposing) This is on or about 23 February
when Captain TRINKLE got hit?

A. Yes, sir. (Using a sketch map drawn by the wit-
ness during the recess) This is My Lai. When the majority

of the company CA'd in, it was planned that I would block

them coming in from this direction (indicating south). Well,
Charlie went this direction after he had hit the company and
~caused quite a few casualties. If I recall correctly, Captain
TRINKLE got shot late in the morning about 1100 or 1130 to my
recollection. He went in that night at 8 o'clock after every

pPlatoon was secured. He would not go to the hospital. I mean
he wouldn't take a dustoff chopper. He was about a 5-foot man
that had more guts than most of us. I respected him. I'm

telling you he was one of the best company commanders that
I've ever seen while I was in the Army.
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Q. Now, do you remember the movement of the company
down to the blocking positions north of the Diem Diem River
about 15 March? .

A. Not specifically, I can't.

Q. Do you remember the blocking positions as I outlineqd

it to you on the map, the company being in there while the
rest of the task force—-

A. (Interposing) Well, we blocked a 1ot in the company,
you know. Every company did. I can't specify the dates and,
you know, I just can't do it. I wish I could.

Q. All right. Let's go back to the reference point
then, to the grenade attack that took place on the night of
the 17th. Do you recall that position?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Okay. Go back the day before that on the 1l6th.
You were in position. Do you recall the company being in the
blocking position north of the Diem Diem River?

A. Well, I don't simply because I can't remember, I
know that we were occupied every day, but I can't pinpoint it.

Q. All right. Maybe this will help you. Early in the
morning you had a movement into these positions before day
light. You were in the positions around daylight. Lieutenant
JONES was with you in the 1lst Platoon and Lieutenant WHITE had
taken over that 3d Platoon. About 0800 that morning Lieu-
tenant WHITE was over there and you had sort of a proprietory
interest in Lieutenant WHITE. He had been your platoon leader
for a long time. One of his assistant machinegunners who was
a new man tripped a booby trap and wounded himself and the
machinegunner. Lieutenant WHITE getting them dusted off,

his RTO helping, blew another booby trap wounding the RTO,

and they had to get him dusted-off. So the 3d Platoon had to
move on up out of here a little bit and move back away from
this bridge, because they'd had one man killed and two men
wounded both in the 3d Platoon from these booby traps.
Lieutenant WHITE adjusted the platoon's position and moved

out of this dangerous area. In the meantime, the attack
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~ had gone on down here. There had been a hell of a lot of

shooting early till about 10 o'clock. A lot of smoke. Lots
of noise. Now let me ask you a guestion. Did you have one
of those little radios, squad-type radios that fits in your
helmet? They were plugyed i1nto every other squad radio in
the brigade, from what I understand.

A. Yes. I think everybody was on the same frequency.

Q. Do you recall this is the first time the company
~had a real rest. I appreciate this, your platoon sitting here,
and you could more or less monitor what Bravo Company was

doing down here, and what Charlie Company was doing here. In
fact, you might ever hear some of their radio transmissions.
You couldn't help it; vyou'd listen in on it, or maybe you
couldn't.

A. I can clarify that about the radios being on-the
same frequency. The only company I have ever heard on the
radio, on my sguad radio, was B/4/3 the day Captain TRINKLE
got shot. My platoon, on the way to join the company, got
pinned down about 200 vards from the rest of the company and
- I mean bad. But on the initial burst of fire, nobody got
hit, and they weren't over 75 meters from us with automatic
weapons. Well, I got on the radio after we had tried to get
out. We couldn't move, and Lieutenant JONES and Sergeant
NEEDHAM tried to crawl up and throw grenades on one gui.
Every time they'd throw a grenade, there was bamboo in front
of it, and the grenade would bounce back, and they got shrap-
nel from it. It stands out in my mind because, you know,

I can*t forget that. Well, when I got on the radio, I heard
B/4/3 was on the radio. Now, I told them I could hear them
behind us. They were making a sweep up. One platoon was.
And the company commander was with them. I told them to

keep coming and don't fire and that my platoon was pinned
down and they came up. They had APC's and Captain MICHLES,

I believe came up, and said, "Who's in charge of this platoon?"
I ran over there and I said, "My lieutenant's up here, and he
can't move; he's pinned down." He said, " A Company's not
pinned down." About the time he said that, the gun opened

up on him. The water was about that deep (indicating halfway
up his leg), and everybody hit the water, and he was first,
you know. Before we could get them out, I had one guy get a
bullet in the helmet, and it must have circled some way. It
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hit him across the forehead. It was a freak accident.

He was bleeding real bad. I told the company commander
that I had wounded people that were still in there. The
tracks opened up with .50 calibre machineguns, and they
were still in there. I ran up, and out of fear and anger
and what have you, I told them we still had people in there,
and he got the firing stopped. Finally everybody got out.
But, that's the day I remember. '

Q. Okay. Now, then really, you don't recall vividly
being in this position?

A. I can't. 1It's been a long time. When I got out,
I just wanted to take my little Vietnam map and throw it
away. I mean, I'm serlous. I hope I can be some help to
somebody, but I can't remember dates and all.

Q. All right, that's okay. Do you remember the next
day, on the 17th when you moved across here? You and the 3d
Platoon went into this laager position that night, and at
2115 your first grenade landed on that machinegun position,
and you took two men dead and five men wounded. :

A. : Right. No.-

0. This is the grenade attack, now.

A. Two men dead and five wounded?

Q. Five wounded, yes.

A. ' I remember that night.

Q. Can you explain the circumstances of that?

A. I can. Well we got into this position before dark.

We had an evening meal, and we were looking forward to it.

The company was set up around the pagoda. There was nothing o
but rice fields and the pagoda had trees. It was like a
circle, and it had a little finger on it. I want you to look
at this picture.

Q. Yes.
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(The witness sketched a map of his position which
was not received in evidence.)

A. My sector was right here. Lieutenant JONES, my
platoon leader, said to put a gun right here covering thlS
finger. There was a trail that ran something like this across
here (indicating across the front of the position). So we

had chow, and I had everybody in position all the way around
my sector. I had a gun out here (indicating in front). I had
one sguad out there, seven men. I told my platoon leader be-
fore it got dark, I said, "Sir, this is not the way I have

. been taught to set up a perimeter." And I'll never forget it.
He said, "Well, I told the old man about it," and he hadn't.

I know he hadn't. And he said, "That's where he wants them."
I said, "Well, Charlie can come from three directions, front
and both flanks." "Well, that's where he wants it." I said,
"Okay." And that night they grenaded them, and I never forget
it if I get to be a hundred years old. GRENHAM and SEVIER,
his name was SEVIER. SEVIER was a little guy. He was a young
guy. I don't know if he was drafted or what, you could tell
him to do anything, you know, and he... Excuse me.

(The witness commenced to cry.)
0. That's all right.

A. This is why I got out of the Army. I made E-7 in
Vietnam. In Chu Lai, the Americal Division promotion board.
DA kicked it back because I didn't have seven years of duty.
Well, I didn't want to make it. I didn't make it because I'm
anything special. But I made it, and I wanted to go before
the board, and I guess my first sergeant wanted me to go be-
cause it would be a day out of the field, you know. When I
got to Fort Lewis I was under 90 days. I could either reenlist
or take a discharge. Well, I took a discharge. I love the
Army; I can't help it. I loved six years of it, and I liked
it. But I didn't like Vietnam and I said I wouldn't go back.
If I would have stayed in, I figured I might.

Q. Some of your company mates are already back.

A, Sir?

Q. Some of your company mates aré already back.
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A. , Already back?

Q. Back in Vietnam.

A. Who's back there?

Q. TUMACDER,

A, TUMACDER?

Q. Yes.

A. | Well, that's three tOuré for him!

Q. Yes. |

A, Three different tours for him over there.
Q. That's right.

A. | He made E-7. He went before the board before I

did. He'd been in for 20 years or so, a real fine guy. He
was a Hawaiian. He's real short; he's a soldier though. If
there ever has been a soldier in the Army, he's one of them.

Q. Well, let's go back and discuss what happened after
this grenade thing. You had five wounded men on your hands.

A. I sure did. They called a dustoff and they got
there, you know, as usual, as quick as possible. And we got
the wounded out. There was nobody critical, except--I can't
recall his name. He got some head wounds later on, I heard.
he had died.

Q. MCGUIRE?

A. MCGUIRE.

Q. ﬂe didn't die.

A. He didn't die? T heard he did. But we got them

out, and I guess it was thought critical so we let the bodies
lay there all night. They laid there all night. The next
morning they were laying—--we had put the bodies by a well--
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didn't put them by it, but they moved the bodies by the well
“at the pagoda and they were wrapped in a poncho.

Q.. Sergeant BRACY came out?
A. Yeah, he did.
Q. - And Lieutenant LUNDEEN?
A. Yeah, they did.
“ Q. And evacuated the bodies. 'But before they did this,

another chopper flew in. Do you remember that?

A, Well, yeah, I do. It was either the brigade com-
mander or-—- : ' _

Q. (Interposing) Was it the brigade .commander and
Colonel BARKER? Colonel HENDERSON and Colonel BARKER, do you
‘recall? If you could recall, I'd like to know.

A, I believe so. I think it was now, but I'm not saying--

Q. (Interposing) Was it one or the other?
A, God!" I can't be precise about it. It seems like

maybe both of them. I don't know. I can't--

Q. (Interposing) Do you even remember specifically
that somebody did come in?

A. Somebody did. Yes, sir. Yessiree.
Q. Okay.
A, I remember his chopper landing, sir, but, you know,

you don't expect to remember.

Q. No, that's all right No problem. The fact that
you remember somebody coming in is-—--

A, (Interposing) But elther both of them or one of-
them——elther Colonel BARKER or Colonel HENDERSON came.
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Q. Would there be another lieutenant colonel there?
LUPER, the artillery battalion commandex?

A. I couldn't say that.

Q. Okay, no problem. So shortly after this, the
company got on the road and you go over to the west, and you
go across the river up past that little village when Captain
SHELDON had command--this is with Captain RIGGS commanding
now. Incidentally, that colonel took Captain RIGGS apart for -
bivouacking in the same area he'd received his supplies in.

A. That night?
0. Yes.
A. Well, that was the biggest military mistake. It

cost two men's lives. That's the biggest mistake I've seen
since I've been in the Army. Right there. And I told the
man-—-I said, "I've got to pull that gun back." There are two
people dead right today. '

0. Captain RIGGS got taken over the coals by the
brigade commander.

A, Well, it wasn't his fault.

Q. And he took Lieutenant JONES over the coals. The

thing is that the battalion commander or the brigade commander
told Captain RIGGS he should have checked that p031t10n.
They recognized that it was poor.

A. . Well, they should have listened to me. I was just
a staff sergeant. I wasn't--

Q. (Interposing) Did you talk to Captain RIGGS on
this?

A. I told my platoon leader, and he said, "I've already
consulted the company commander," and he says,"That's where he

wants it." I said, "Well, that is not the position for that
machinegun." .

Q. That's not the way you said it, because I know the
way platoon sergeants talk, too, under those circumstances.
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A. Well, that's not the way I said it.

Q. The next morning after the administrative stuff
took place there at the pagoda,; the company got on the road,
and you moved west; you went across the river through the
little village that you had destroyed about 2 weeks before,

and up on the hill where you went into position agaln for the
night. You re301ned the 2d Platoon up there.

A. Let me think.
(COL ARMSTRONG steps to MAP-1)

0. Well, it's not this day of the 18th that I'm con-
'cerned with. It s not being up here that I'm concerned
about (indicating northwestern Pinkville on MAP-1). It's
this march over here that I want to know about (indicating
eastward toward the coast) on the 19th.

A. We did what now?
Q. You went on to the pagoda here and across here
(indicating north edge of Pinkville). There's a bridge across

here somewhere, across this river. Maybe it's here that you
crossed the river, I don't know, but there is a bridge across
here somewhere. You crossed and went through this little vil-
lage, went up on this hill. This is the same day that you
‘evacuated the bodies of your buddies out of here, and the same
day as the brigade commander or the battalion commander came
and visited the company commander. You spent that night here
on this hill. The 2d Platoon had spent the night before here,
too (indicating a hill northwest of Pinkville).

A, I believe I can say I remember it. The 2d Platoon
were up there and it's a real steep hill like that one (indi-
cating hill to which COL ARMSTRONG is pointing).

Q. That's right.
A, That's it, yes, I do remember that. We joined--
Q. . (Interposing) You spent the night up there. Now

' tbe next morning you took off, and I think you went about
like this (indicating northeast up to the coast) over to the
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beach. That's the beach where you protected the woodcutters,
You made this march in one day. It's not a long march. Can
you tell me the formation that the company used to go across
there, what platoon was leading?

A. - Let me think. I don't know what platoon was 1eading;

Q. Probably when you got about here you split. One
platoon was sent this way, and one platoon was sent this way.
So you hit the beach with two platoons abreast and probably
the company command group and the other platoon followed
either this platoon or this platoon. Then you went into a

- position along here (indicating the coastline).

A. Yes, sir, if it's the time I'm thinking about now.
The company set up a CP on a little knoll. I don't know where
it was, but we set up a CP, and we had security, and we let

the people go swimming.

Q. That night you set up an ambush, and that's when
you gathered in the six women with fish, but you found out
that they were legitimate citizens of the Republic of Vietnam.

A, No, the night that we set up that ambush, that was
from my platoon. We weren't on that knoll. We were in the
woodline. My platoon had a dog that followed us around, and
the dog was with us at the ambush. Over there when you set
up an ambush, nobody's supposed to be out, and there are peo-
ple that die because they are in ambush and, let's face it,
that's what the GI's are supposed to do.

0. That's right. They had curfews.

A, Well, we heard them open up, and I called them on

the radio and Sergeant ORNDORFF, one of my squad leaders was

talking to me, and he said that they had missed them and that
they had captured them and it was women--two women, or three

with big baskets of fish.

Q. Okay. You just don't remember that march going
across from the hill to the beach?

A, If I can think about it, I might, sir, but I can't.
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0. _ Okay. Let me try to refresh your memory on some-
" thing else.

'A. I had 365 days and I can't remember.

0. All right, let's just think about something else.

How often did you have choppers fly cover for you when you
were moving cross country like that? Very often?

A. Fly cover?

Q. Yes.

A. No, I wouldn't say very often.

Q. They were Primo choppers out of the aviation
section.

A. Primo, yes. Well, we had good support, good chop-

per support. But on the move and all, we didn't alwayvs have
choppers flying in support. Sometimes we did and sometimes
we didn't. '

Q. Do you remember any time that you did?
A. Oh, I can remember a lot. I can remember when-.

Colonel--he was my last battalion commander. You know him®.
probably. Well, I can remember off of fire base Dragon-- \\

Q. (Interposing) No, I mean up here, when you were
here.

A. Oh, this part here.

Q. For instance, I remember being told about one

instance where a chopper cornered a quy, a VC, and Captain
TRINKLE and his radio operator picked the man up out of a
hole and he had a carbine.

A, I remember something about that, but I can't re-
member—--

Q. '(Interposing) And the chbpper pilot said, "I want
that weapon. It belongs to us." And Captain TRINKLE said,
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"You're absolutely right, it belongs to you."

A. I remember that. I remember those words, but I
can't tell you what day it was. But I remember it. Captain
TRINKLE gave it up. He gave them the weapon. I remember
that.

Q. In fact, he sent it to him. There was another
time—-but that was when Captain TRINKLE was in command-—that o
was one time that the choppers worked with you. o

A. We had good chopper support.

Q. Another time, when Captain SHELTON was.in command,
you were operating—-in fact, it was the same day that you '
went into that village, and destroyed the village, and evacu- .
ated all the rice. The choppers spotted what they thought )
were VC across the river, pinned one down, came over, picked
up the captain and the radio operator again, and they went
over and picked this guy up. Then they discovered he was a
legitimate farmer. That was another time. Now let me ask you
about this one. The company's moving along on a trail across
rice-paddy country. There are two choppers out of PRIMO fly-
ing cover for you up in advance, scouting out the country :
side. The low one starts circling off to the left. There's
some chatter on the radio, and the lead platoon has got to
send some men out. Does that strike a bell? This chopper

is orbiting out there real low to the ground for a consid-
erable period of time. '

A, When was this?

Q. I don't know.

A, | Well, I've seen that—--

Q. (Interposing) You've seen that lots?

A. Yeah,

Q. All right, let me get more explicit. Two men got

out. Pretty soon they get under the place where the chopper
is, and the two men start coming back and the chopper flies
off. The radio comes on, the company commander's radio--on
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the company command net. And this chopper pilot is mad as hell,

"I've exposed me and my crew and my chopper for 20 minutes

. capturing that prisoner. When you guys get out there to pick
him up, you shoot him. I want to know why!" Now this is a

 warrant officer chewing out a captaln. Do you remember any-

thing like that?
A. They shot him, you say?
' (COL ARMSTRONG nodded in the affirmative.)

Q. Do you remember that kind of an incident where the
pilot of a chopper chewed out the company commander because
a prisoner had been shot? Conversation on the radio is company
. commander says, "Wait one." Calls the platoon. Says, "What
happened out there?" The platoon leader says, "Don't know;
- I'11 check." The only thing is that the platoon leader held
down the transmitter key on the radio, and turns apparently
to the rifleman and says, "What happened out there?" 2and the
rifleman say, "ah, ah, ah, ah, ah, ah, ah, ah, ah, ah." 2nd
the platoon leader's voice comes back over the air, "You mean
you found a VC who had a grenade in his pocket?" AaAnd the
‘rifleman's words come back, "Yeah, that's right. He had a
grenade in his pocket. He was a VC."

Now the chopper's radio was on the command net,
and this was the company command net, and the lieutenant's
conversation with the rifleman was on the air because the
transmitter key was down. He called back to the company
commander and said, "The guy was a VC and they shot him.

He had a grenade in his pocket." And that's when the chopper
pllot said something to the effect that it would be a cold

- day in hell before he ever cornered another guy and exposed
“himself for you people, and turned around and pulled off.

Did you ever hear of anything like that?

A, No. Well, you know, this is-~-I'm not prepared
‘for this. Tommorrow I mlght——recall things every day. You
know what I mean. I don't have them all up here now (indi-
cating his head). I think a lot, but I don't remember
nothing like that. -

Q. Do you think that it could have happened in your

. Company?
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A. I'll say—

Q. (Interposing) Here's what happened. There were
three VC spotted by this chopper. He chased two of them in
this spiderhole or cave and the third one laid down along side
the dike of a rice paddy. '

A. What platoon was it?

Q. I don't know. I don't even know if it was your
company .

A. I never—--I'm tell you, I don't--

Q. (Interposing) But this is what happened When the

two men approached, the chopper pilot could see him turn his
head and look up at him and one of them bayoneted him and then
shot him in the head. '

‘A. Well, if something like that happened, I wouldn't
forget it.

Q. Let me ask vou this.

A. I'm saying I don't know.

Q. | How often did your company fix bayonets?

A. We never fixed bayonets. We never had a reason

to fix bayonets, because we never had close combat. Fix
bayonets is, well, that's your last resort. If we hit

a village and had hostile action, why, we'd shoot them,

you know, if they were shooting at us. But there's no reason
in Vietnam to fix bayonets unless, well, we never ran out of
ammo. I'll put it this way. I've never seen it. I've never
heard of anybody fixing bayonets in Vietnam.

Q. Okay. But I'm sure if you would have ever heard
of this, it would have stuck in your mind.

A, Yes, sir. It would have. And just like the heli—
copter incident, if I'd heard that, I wouldn't have forgotten

it. I remember the day that Captain TRINKLE got shot, and the
day Captain SHELTON got shot.:
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Q. And you remember the fact that Captain TRINKLE
- went and picked up a VC that had a weapon and had the conver-
sation about turning it over to the chopper pilot?

A. . I don't distinctly remember everything, but I do
remember that the helicopter pilot got the weapon, and Captain
TRINKLE, if I'm not mistaken sent it in by jeep or something.
He made sure the man got the weapon, because he said, "He de-
serves it, so he gets it."

Q. Now do you remember EIKENBERRY?

‘A. Uh-huh.

0. What do you think of EIKENBERRY?

A. EIKENBERRY was one of the worst mistakes the Army
ever made.

Q. : Why was that?

A. Well, I mean, you want me to be under dath on my

opinion of anybody.

' . Q. Yes.

A. He was a good clean cut young man. To me he was

what I call maybe a little hippy. He seemed he didn't want

to go out in the field, and they finally gave him a soft job
in the company.

Q. You got the right man?

A, EIKENBERRY, yes, sir. I've got‘the right guy.

Q. Tunnel rat?

A. Oh, he wasn't in the field long. He played tunnel

rat what I thought was to build up a reputation, you know, and
be big, then they gave him a soft job in the company. I don't
know if he had a job, but he stayed back at fire base in Duc
Pho, Bronco, for 6 or 7 months. He kicked a lot over there
about, I don't know, anything he could raise trouble about.
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I don't want to cause the guy any trouble. He wasn't any gooq
to me as a soldier. I was a soldier then. I was a platoon
sergeant, and I'm saying as a soldier, he wasn't a man.

Q. He was i1n the 34 Platoon?

A. He wasn't in my platoon, but I knew him well.

He'd go to the field, and he'd wear pegged pants, you know,
and he'd wear pistols and it was a game to him. It's no game
to a soldier over there.

Q. Did Lieutenant JONES stay in the company or did
he--

A. (Interposing) He went home and he got discharged.
0. Did he infuse out, or--

A. (Interposing) No, sir. I don't think he did. I
think he got discharged. He did not infuse, I don't think.
Q. Lieutenant WHITE infused?

A. Right, right. I got a Lieutenant THOMPSON. Have
you got him on the records? Do you know of him?

Q. This was afterwards.

A. He was the last one—--no, he's not the last one I

had either. He didn't last too long. I mean, he didn't get
shot or anything.

Q. - Did Lieutenant LUNDEEN ever command a platoon?

A. Yes, sir. He had 3d Platoon in A Company for a
while before he got infused. I think it was the 3d Platoon.
Q. He was an exec, too?

a. Yes, sir. He was the exec and weapons platoon
leader.

Q. ‘ What about Lieutenant COKER?

(ELLIOT) 20 APP T-384
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' "1%1.:'> Lieutenant COKER got pulled out. What do you call
it?
Q. To the 196th?
A. He was attéched to the ARVN's in Duc Pho.
Q. That's right. He went to MACV.
A. Yeah, MACV.
Q. Okay. Let's discuss some of your prior training.

You were with the company for a year before it deployed?
A, Yes, 13 months.

Q. At Schofield. Colonel BRANDT is the one that is
interested in this.

LTC BRANDT: I have one question in regard to the operation.
Sometime during the 15th, a briefing of the operation must
have been made or given to the platoon leaders. Possibly it
included more people than just the platoon leaders. The com-
pany commander must have gotten them together. Do you recall
any briefing that you received prior to going into those

" blocking positions north of the river? Do you recall any spe-
cifics as far as what type of an operation this was described
to be? Who would do what as far as the actions of either C
Company, or B Company, or A Company? Do you have any recol-
lection of receiving a briefing?

A, Well, you're asking about the blocking positions.

" That's the one that I'm not familiar with, sir. I'll say that
I had a good company commander, and I know that we got it. I
know that we did, but I couldn't recall it. I couldn't tell
you that simply because I don't remember.

Q. Now, let's go back to Hawaii since you were with

the brigade since November 1966. I think probably you have
more information or at least a general impression of the train-
ing of the brigade, more so than most people. Joining in 1966,
of course, you were there during the early training, through
the middle part of the year. They had in the first half of
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the year, the use of the Jungle Warfare Training Center

in Hawaii. Do you recall what type of training was conducted -
during that period of time? Could you explain to me just
about what you did out there in the Jungle Warfare Training
Center?

A. Well, they had the jungle plants you could eat, _
you know, and animals, and what have you. And we had a river -
crossing course. And we had training on the M-16 rifle, you
know, it was a repeat, but it was good. And, I felt like after
we had completed that we were well trained. :

Q. Well, I understand that you used that facility
during about Aprll 1967 for about a weeks' time per company
as far as that facility. I'm talking about the Jungle Warfare
Training Center facility now. But each company had it for
approximatley a week, and you visited various stations.

A. Yes, sir. If I'm not mistaken, that's the way
it was.
Q. Now, sometime during the middle of the year, of

course, after coming from that Jungle Warfare Training Center,
you were alerted for movement to Vietnam. '

A, Yes.
0. This was in July. Now, just about that time in

July, there was also preparation requlred for an amphibious
exercise.

A. Yes.

Q. Did you partake in the training for that?
A. Yes.

Q. How much effort was expended as far as this

training was concerned?

A. You're speaking of Molokai?
Q. Yes, the island of Molokai.
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A. | We left by boat.
Q. ~ Right.
,A.' ' Well, it was on board the ship we conducted train-

ing just like it would be going to Vietnam. You know, every-
thing had its place. on board, and your weapons in good state.

- wWhen we landed, we had an operatlon. It was a long one--—

Q. (Interposing) 10 days, is that correct?

- A. Yes, sir. It was. It was quite a few days, I
know. '

Q. Now, before you ever got on board the ship, there

was a preparation period?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. How long did you contemplate on the training as

far as this amphibious operation was concerned prior to its
being conducted? It went from 1 through 10 August, the actual
operation. Did you apply much effort during the month of
July? ’

A. Well, we had classes weeks before the operation,
amphibious training of different sorts, and good training.
I'd say it went 2 or 3 weeks prior, or maybe a month. We
were well prepared, I think.

Q. Well, you say you concentrated very heavily in
preparation for this exercise that the majority of your train-
ing during the month of July was preparation for this exercise?

A. Yes, sir. I would say so. I don't remember the
month of July. I'm not saying it was.

Q. Well, August 1 through 10 was the exercise,; so
I'm talking about the previous few weeks.

A, Well, yes, sir. I would say that we did have
quite a bit of training on this.

Q. And during that period of time would you say that
the main emphasis was on the amphibious operation, but you did
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do some other training as far as the Vietnam environment
was concerned?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Would you elaborate on this now?
A. Well, all the time we'd have classes on the oper-

ation, and we'd have classes on Vietnam usually given by vet-
erans of Vietnam, people who knew what they were talking about,
When I first got over there, we knew we were going to Vietnam
as a brigade, but it wasn't official, you know. You've been
in the service a long time, and you can tell what's coming
off. And older people than me say, "Well, we're going," and
so I believed it too. But, we had training on Vietnam and

the operation. I would say that the 1lth Brigade in Hawaii
had one of the best training programs that I have ever exper-
ienced while I was in the Army. It was a serious brigade and
a proud brigade, and it is today, I know. But in Hawaii, com-
mand reveille was something else. To us it meant a lot, be-
cause we were the llth Brigade, and everybody felt that way.

Q. Now did you experience right after this exercise
much personnel turbulance in your platoon, for example? Did
you lose a lot of men? Were there a lot of men that were non--
deployable at this time that were identified? Did you receive
filler personnel sort of late in the ballgame?

A. Well, I lost some, and I received some, but I
can't recall who or how many. I mean, it wasn't many, but
some people weren’t elegible to go.

COL ARMSTRONG: Was it serious as far as the competency of
the platocon was concerned?

A. You mean losing--—

Q. (Interposing) Yes, the men that you lost? Did this
really hurt the platoon to any really great degree?

A, Well, my platoon, no. If I'm not mlstaken, I had
38 people when I got on that boat and when I landed in Vietnan.
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. 'LTC BRANDT: That's when you landed, but in order to get those
38, let's say in the month of August, did you have very many
replacements coming in, people moving out that were nondeploy-
able?

a. Well, I wouldn't say I had very many, but I had

:  some, but not enough to really make a difference.

Q. : I understand you got M-1l6's during that area of
time. When did you receive those, how long before deployment
.would you say? Was it a short time or did you have them when
you started training in August, the really concerted effort

~on training? '
A. We didn't havé them over a couple of months, you
know, the best I can recall. But we had adequate training on
them, We had some real good training on them. I gave classes
on it myself after I got acquainted with the weapon.

0. Did you go to the range and get some gualification
just prior to going on board that ship?

A. Yes, sir, we did.

Q. How about some of the mandatory training that you
have experienced in the past, such things as the Code of Con-
duct, Geneva Convention, things like this?

A, Yes, sir. We had all of that.

Q. Who is that done by? Was that put on by the com-

pany officers? Were they responsible for instruction? Did
you do this at a platoon level?

A, No, sir. It was company level.
Q. Company level?
A. Yes, sir. Either by a platoon leader.

COL ARMSTRONG:: Did the S5 come in?

A, Yes, sir. I can remember. The 85 is--
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Q. (Interposing) Captain KESHEL. He's the civil
affairs officer.

A. Well, I can remember that brigade inspected our
classes, you know,

Q. I'm thinking in terms of giving some of this in-
struction.
A, : No. I'd rather say, I don't recall; I don't know.

LTC BRANDT: Would you happen to recall if any classes were
given on something such as rules of engagement for Vietnam
now, specifically geared for Vietnam? The rules of engage-
ment, when you could place artillery fire, as an example, in
certain areas?

A. Yes, sir. When we first got in Vietnam, it was
"you don't fire at anybody unless they fire at you." Well,
after a while, when we got our rear end kicked a few times,
they kind of went lenient on that. Artillery, we've had
classes on artillery. We were up to date on it.

Q. ~ When did you get these classes, right after you
arrived in Vietnam? '

A. No, sir. We had classes in Hawaii.

Q. In Hawaii?

A. Yes, sir, a lot of them, too, on artillery. They

elaborated on the adjustment of artillery fire, in calling
artillery fire, because it's simple, but it's complicated.
And the lowest ranking man in the company in a classroom with
a map was made to adjust some fire, call some fire, by coor-
dinates. And I thought that was good training. But we did
have a good training program, like I say.

Q. Now, when you got in country, I understand that
you had some additional training. In other words, you had
deployed earlier than it was initially planned, and immed-
iately upon arrival, you did have some training in country. .

A. Right, we did.
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.'-Q. I guess it was sponsored by the 3d Brigade, 4th
Division. Now, what do you recall about this training pro-
gram? What did they cover on that?

A. Well, our first fire base was Carantan. We had
helicopter training from combat assaults to gunships and

what have you. We had a whole day of that, maybe more, you
know. We had a lot of training over there. We had more ar-
tillery adjustment training, calling in artillery, and quite

a few other things. And on the M-16 rifle, we had more train-
ing on that. Well, they were just trying to get us ready.

Q. Would you say basically their training was geared
to actual operations. The M-16, of course, care and cleaning
because this was quite a problem at that particular time.

A. Right.

Q. But, it was concentrated on operational aspects,
is that correct?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Do you recall any instruction during that period
of time that you might have received in regard to procedures
for handling prisoners of war?

A. Yes, sir. Now, I can't be specific about it, but
we had that in Hawaii. We might have had it when we got over
there, but that was emphasized.

- 0. Now, in Hawaii you had it, and it .covered some
five S's or somethlng like this? '

A. Yes, sir.
Q. I want to have you think on this now. Do you recall

any of your people going to any training on the same subject once
they were in country?

A, . It's very possible.
Q. During this orientation period, for example?
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A. Possibly, vyes, 51r, because we had a lot of train-
ing in a short--

Q. (Interposing) Did you go every place that your
platoon went?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. So in other words, it would be somethlng that you

would have experienced?
A. Right.

Q. You can't definitely say that's what you had in
country but it could be possible.

A. Well, I could say that we had a lot of training
on various subjects and that could very well be one of them.

Q. How about either back in Hawaii or in country, did
anyone come down ever and talk to you about what constituted
a lawful order as far as the Army was concerned? 1In other
words, what a lawful order entailed? Did anyone explain that,
as an example, if an officer would come up to one of your men
and say, "Shoot that individual over there!" And the indivi-
dual would was standing unarmed and had been captured, that
that would not constitute a lawful order. Do you recall any

- instruction like that? Now, this I want you to think very
carefully on, because it's a question that normally would be
asked in many places.

A. Well-—

Q. (Interposing) Do you ever recall anybody explaining
this to you in your 6 years?

A. Yes, sir. I definitely do. I mean, I couldn't

say who, but I've had classes on that. But in Hawaii, I couldn't
recall. I couldn't say that they did or they didn't, but I
don't remember.

Q. How about any class on reporting a war crime?

A. No, sir. I never had a class on that, not that I

can recall,
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Q. You have never in your military service?
A, _ Oh, well, maybe in my entire military service.
0. Okay. Let's sort of condense it down to the time

that you were with the 1llth Brigade in Hawaii or during the
orlentatlon in country?

A. Now, what's your question again?
Q. . Reporting an atrocity, in other words, a war crime.
A, Now, I could have very well had a class on it over
there.
Q. But it doesn'tbstand out in your mind?

- A. It doesn't stand out in my mind, no.

COL ARMSTRONG: Well, we want to thank you very much for com-
ing in. As you say you're liable to remember something. I'd
ask you to get in touch with us. We'll still be here in session
for another 3 weeks, or 4 weeks, or so. And if it does, some-
thing that you may think is significant, if it's something
that we've talked to you about, Major COOP will let you know
how to get in touch with us. We'd appreciate a telephone call.
If you've got any pictures or this sort of thing about this
operation that you can identify as part of this operation, I
sure would appreciate it. We'd get them right back to you
after we copy them.

A. I didn't take any camera with me over there.
Just ammunition and C-rations.

Q. We'd like to remind you again that we request

you not to talk to anyone else. We appreciate everything
that youtve done. You've been more of a help than you really
realize.

A. Well, I don't want to hurt anybody, but if I could
ever help anybody, I'm willing. But I didn't see any unjust
over there. ’

Q. I say again, I appreciate your coming in.
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Yes, sir, you're welcome.
The hearing will recess.

(The hearing recessed at 1405 hours, 19

30
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY

WITNESS: LUNDEEN, Randall R. CPT
DATE OF TESTIMONY: 16 February 1970
PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A

COUNSEL: None

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: Platoon Leader,
Weapons Platoon and Executive Officer, A/3/1.

1. THE COMBAT ASSAULT.

LUNDEEN was either at LZ Dottie or Chu Lai on the 16th
(pg. 7). He did not recall hearing about Task Force
Barker's success on the 16 March operation either on the 16th
or at LZ Dottie on the 17th (pgs. 7, 8). On the 17th he
was at LZ Dottie where he learned that two men of A Company
had been killed in a sapper attack (pgs. 7, 9). On the
morning of the 18th LUNDEEN and the first sergeant flew to
the area to evacuate the bodies (pg. 9). He did not re-
member Lieutenant Colonel BARKER, Colonel HENDERSON, and
Lieutenant Colonel LUPER being there when he arrived
(pg. 10). The witness did not have an opportunity to speak
with Captain RIGGS at this time (pg. 1l1l). LUNDEEN flew out
to the company's position on the beach on the 19th and was
accompanied by Major CALHOUN (pg. 15). RIGGS was worried
about something which he discussed with CALHOUN, but LUNDEEN
did not know what it was (pg. 15). He did not hear anything
about RIGGS being chewed out by a helicopter pilot (pg. 16).
He did not know of a VC being cornered by a helicopter and
killed by a member of A Company, thus, causing an argument
petween RIGGS and a helicopter pilot (pgs. 9, 20). He did
not think such a thing could have occurred in A Company

(pg. 20).
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2. OTHER INFORMATION.

a. Reaction to the incident.

LUNDEEN has not discussed the 16 March operation
with anyone since it became a matter of public knowledge
(pg. 4). He was shocked to hear about the accusations
resulting from this operation (pgs. 5, 6). He did not
believe such an incident could have happened in A Company

(pg. 6).

b. Capture of a VC with a carbine.

LUNDEEN recalled an incident where some sniper rounds
were fired at helicopters and Captain TRINKLE, who was then
company commander, pulled a VC with a carbine out of a well
(pg. 17). The helicopter pilot wanted the weapon (pg. 17).
While there was some discussion between TRINKLE and the
helicopter pilot about this, there was no argument (pg. 18).
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: (The hearing reconvened at 1045 hours, 16 February
©1970.) o -

COL ARMSTRONG: The hearing will come to order.

RCDR: The following persons are present- COL ARMSTRONG,
and MAJ COOP.

Sir, the next witness is Captain Randall R. LUNDEEN.

(cpT LUNDEEN was called as a witness, was sworn,
and testified as follows:)

RCDR: Will you state your full name, grade, Social
Security number, branch of service, organization and station?

A. Captain Randall R. LUNDEEN, , U.S.
Army, current station is United States Army Student Detachment,
Fort Sheridan, Illinois.

COL ARMSTRONG: Captain LUNDEEN, I'm Colonel ARMSTRONG and am
‘designated by the Office of the Chief of Staff to assist Gen-
‘eral PEERS in making this inquiry. You should know that there
are other groups such as this taking testimony from witnesses.

In fact, there are civilian attorneys that are participating

in this. General PEERS, however, is the only one responsible

for digesting all the testimony and the information, writing

up the report, coming up with the conclusion and recommendations.

I would like to remind you that you're not to dis-
cuss this testimony that goes on in this room with anyone and
particularly anyone who might appear as a witness. However,
there are other official bodies making investigation. There
are CID people and there are judicial people. Administrative
bodies like this may very well make investigations that you
may be called before in the future. We don't anticipate that
you would be, but it's possible. There's the investigating
subcommittee of the House Armed Services Committee that's also
doing this. Your appearing before us will not in any way
change anything that they might ask you and you are perfectly
free to go ahead and discuss it with them.

I would also like to conduct this investigation

by asking you a few questions first for the record and then
going off the record and in a very informal manner briefing
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you as to the operation in the time frame in which it took
place. I want to try to refresh your memory, to try to get
you back there where you understand, to get your mind think-
ing in this direction, because this is a change and exchange
of information. You'll find that the technique that I use is
to try to jar your memory, recognizing it's been 2 years since
you were there. The technique that we use is to feed you a
little bit of information at a time. We talked to over 350
people and we can just about trace everything that every man
did in each one of the three companies. You may not even
realize the pertinence of the information that you do have,
so really it's an attempt to focus your attention and your
recollection back to those particular days and try to get the
details out of you. Would you explain, please, how long you
were with the 11th Brigade and the dates and service that you
were with them?

A. I joined the 11th Brigade in Hawaii. I believe
the date was 4 August 1966, and I went to Vietnam with the
11th Brigade, and I was 1nfused into the 196th Brigade. I'm
a little fuzzy on the dates exactly when it was. It was some-— '
where around March.

Q. In 19682

A. | Yes, sir.

Q. What were youf duty assignments in the 11lth Bri-
gade? - S

A. Well, I was platoon leader, weapons platoon,band

also executive officer most of the time.

Q. Of what?
A. of A/3/1 Infantry.
Q. I'd like to focus your attention right in the

period of February and March, while Company A was with Task
Force Barker.

A. Yes, sir.
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Q. Spell out by date, as close as possible by date,
when you were platoon leader, when you were weapons platoon
leader, when you were an executive officer, because I know

that you were all three in this period of time.

A. Yes, sir. I was. I functioned basically as the
executive officer when it came to pay or anything of this
nature. Then at infrequent intervals I'd take over a rifle
platoon and go to the field with them. Sir, I can't remember
by date just what days.

Q. I understand you even took over the cdhpany for a
few days. .

A. A couple of times, yes, sir.

Q. | Can you recall that?
AL Yes, sir. . One time I took it over was when

Captain TRINKLE was wounded.
Q. 23 February.
a, Yes, sir. I had it for 2 or 3 days and they sent

~a replacement. Then later on, in fact, about a week later he
was shot. And then I took it over again.

Q. For another what? 2 or 3 days?

Aa Yes, sir.

Q. | Then Captain RIGGS came in?

A. Captain RIGGS came in and took it over, and

shortly after that I was infused into the 196th.

Q. How long was that?
A, Possibly 2 to 3 weeks.
Q. Were you still with the company when the company
went back to Duc Pho?
s A, No, sir. I was not.
- (LUNDEEN) | 3 APP T-375
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Q. Do you have any idea what the date was that they
went back to Duc Pho?

A. Not really, sir. 1I'd say sometime around 1 April.
I really kind of lost track of them once I got with the 196th.

Q. Was Lieutenant WHITE with the company when you
departed?
A. No, sir. Lieutenant WHITE and I were infused the

same date, because as I remember, we both took the same jeep
to Chu Lai, and I went to the 196th and he went to the 198th.

Q. You left about the 21st?
A, In the morning the same day I did. Yes, sir.
Q. When this operation took place on the l6th, actu-

ally the company started getting involved in it on the 15th.
That somewhat ring a bell? Because you were with the company
at that time?

A. Yes, sir. I don't remember in what capacity. 15
March, I believe Captain RIGGS had the company then. Then I
was acting as executive officer, and I know we were on LZ Up-
tight, and that's when Captain RIGGS came and took the company
back from me. Then they were coperating in that area between
Dottie and Uptight during this period of time, from then until
the time I left.

Q. Okay, now let's shift the time frame with your
thinking into this past fall in September-October.

A. Yes, sir.

Q. When the news media broke the story of the My Lai

incident, since that time have you talked to anyone of the old
unit or old associates or any of the Americal Division people
about this?

A, I can't recall talking to anyone about it. No,
sir. I have been at Fifth Army headquarters since September,

and I know of no one from the Americal Division that's going
to school there.
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Q. What was your reaction to this?

A. Well, it took me a long time to realize that this
was actually the area that I had been in, and in fact, it had
been out for quite some time until I suddenly realized, when
they started talking about Pinkville that I had actually been
in this area. Of course, when Captain MEDINA's name came up
I knew him and I was shocked. I remembered the area quite
well. I remembered being there quite well, and I guess
shocked is probably the best word.

0. Were you out on either one of the operations that
Captain TRINKLE or Captain SHELTON got wounded on?

A. : I was on the one with Captain TRINKLE. Yes, sir.
Q. So you know the area well?

A. , Yes, sir.'

Q. There were'three operations by Task Force Barker

into the Pinkville area, one about 3 February, one about 23
February, and one about 16 March?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. And you were out on the 23d one?

A, - Yes.

Q. | Were you out on ﬁhe 3 February operatibn?

A. No, sir. At that time I was executive officer.

Q. Why were you shocked when this hit the news?
A, Well, of course, the way the news media covered

it, telling about a massacre and with the pictures, I'd never
seen anything like that. As far as women and children are
concerned, regardless about what anybody wants to say about
them, I can see no sense in shooting them. Maybe in some
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instances these kids have pulled some things on these GI's
that shouldn't be. But they're still children, and I sup-
pose I could probably convince my child to do something
like that, too, if I convinced him that somebody was out
to get me. But they're still children and they're still
women, to me anyway.

0. You probably have personal opinions about this,
but did it surprise you at all that this kind of an opera-
tion went on? You were there; you know the men; you know
the frame of- mlnd the men were in; you were in Task Force
Barker.

A. Yes, sir. It still shocked me. Now, if it had
been any number of NVA or VC killed, then it wouldn't have
shocked me in the least, but not women and children.

0. Or noncombatants?
A. Or noncombatants.
Q. In other words, you don't think this was possible,

that this could have happened in A Company?
A. No, sir. I don't believe so.
(COL ARMSTRONG then briefs CPT LUNDEEN on MAP M-5.)

Q. Captain LUNDEEN, I've briefed you on the basic
operations of Task Force Barker, the companies in Task Force
Barker during the period of 15 through 17 March. Would you
explain what you remember in this time frame, what you per-
sonally know, what you remember, and where you were located
during the operations?

A. Yes, sir. For part of it I was back at the base
camp at Chu Lai, I was in supply. However, I went back and
forth between Chu Lai and Dottie, and on the night that you
described, as the company receiving a sapper attack--

Q. (Interposing) That was the 17th.
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A. Yes, sir. I was on LZ Dottie, and the word came

in that we had had some men wounded, and I went up to the TOC.
While listening to the radio transmlssions——and at first they
thought that it was some mortars and later on decided that it
had been a sapper attack-—-they talked about moving, and I
can't remember whether they moved positions or whether they
stayed with them at the time it happened.

Q. Well, let's focus your mind back to the 16th, the
day before this.

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Where do you recall being located? What was your

physical location? Anything that you can remember about that
day.

A, Sir, I can't recall. I was in one of the two
places, either in Chu Lai or on Dottie.

Q. Now, thlS operatlon into the Pinkville area was
highly successful on the 16th. Do you recall anywhere near
the number of casualties or the casualtles they inflicted on
the enemy?

A. No, sir. I don't.

Q. Let me try to refresh your memory.' This was the
biggest success of the 1llth Brigade up to that time.

A, No, sir. I'm sure I heard it. I don't recall
what it was.

Q. It was 128 VC KIA, 3 weapons captured; does that
jar your memory? '
A. No, sir. It doesn't.
Q. Well, we know that you were back at Dottie on
the 17th.
A, Yes, sir.
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Q. You must have arrived there at the 17th at least,
sometime during the day, if you were not there on the 16th?

A. ‘Yes, sir.

Q. There must have been all kinds of talk going on
in the TOC and the LZ about what this task force did. What
the company did. How successful they had been. You have
problems, because you had a man who had been killed the day
before and two wounded. As the executive officer you had
problems.

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Sergeant BRACY was back there.
A. Yes, sir.
Q. You remember anything about any comments he might

have made?
A. No, sir. I sure don't.

Q. You had nothing that focused your attentlon on
the fact that this was the greatest operation that Barker had
gotten themselves involved in?

A. I'm sure I did, sir, at the time. However, I
don't even remember talklng about it. I don't remember dis-
cussing it.

Q. LZ Dottie should just have been buzzing with the
great success of the previous day of Charlie Company.

A, ' It very possibly was.

Q. You don't recall anything that aanody talked
about?

A. No, sir. I don't.

Q. How well do you know Captain MEDINA?
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A. - Not very well at all. I met him a couple of
times, or at least had seen him a couple times at parties
back in Hawaii. Then I had talked to him on LZ Dottie when
his company came in, and of course, we kept a secondary CP
where the first sergeant stayed, and I was there when I
‘wasn't at Chu Lai. When I was acting XO and his company came
in one day, the same day that my company had left a little
bit earlier, and they stayed on Dottie, and I talked to him
for a little while. We let him borrow our Australian
showers, and that's really about the only contact I've had
with him.

Q. Okay, let's go back to the 17th and that attack

at night. You're sitting back at the CP at Dottie and in the
TOC, and your company commander reports to your battalion
that he has had two men killed and five men wounded, and they
got a dustoff in there to get the five men out. Do you re-
call that?

A. No, sir. As I recall it, we didn't get the
wounded out or the KIA's out until the next morning.

Q. You didn't get the KIA's out until the next
morning.

A. That's correct.

Q. Can you tell me anything about the evacuation

of the KIA's?

A, Yes, sir. The first sergeant and I went out the
next morning, once Colonel BARKER got through with his Charlie-
Charlie, and we took it in.

Q. Was Colonel BARKER with you?

A; No, sir. He wasn't. I can't recall for sure now.
He may well have been and stayed behind when the first ser-

geant and I took the bodies on into Chu Lai, to the graves
registration people.
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When you got out there, do you recall another

chopper being out there?

A.

It seemed like there might have been, but I can't

say for sure.

Q.

When you got down on the ground to get those two

bodies out, was Colonel HENDERSON around by any chance? Do
you recall this?

A.

Q.

No, sir. I don't recall it.

Don't recall Colonel BARKER and Colonel HENDERSON.

Do you remember Colonel LUPER? Do you remember him?

A,

Q.

No, sir.

Well, he's an artillery lieutenant colonel.

Could you have seen him out there, do you think?

A.
Q.
A.
Q.
A.

Q.

Not that I recall, sir.

Okay, what'd you do with the bodies?

Took them to ChunLai to graves registration.
And you had Colonel BARKER's C&C ship for this?
Yes, sir. As I'recall, it was his C&C ship.

Do you recall any of the plans the company had

for that day?

A.
Q.
A.

Q.

No, sir. I don't.
They tell you?
I don't believe I got in on them.

Captain RIGGS didn't brief you as to what he

planned to do for the day, where he's going to spend the

night?
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.’.A. I don't believe I even had a chance to talk to

captain RIGGS. Now, I'm sure I knew where they were going

to spend the night, because I had to get the resupply to them.
whether I got it from Captain RIGGS, I don't remember. T
probably got it from Major CALHOUN or somebody in battalion.

Q. You mean to tell me that you were the company
executive officer, and you went out there on the ground, and
you don't get to see the company commander very often? He
didn't tell you what the company was going to do?

A. I don't recall, sir.
 Q. | Did he normally tell you what the company was.
. going to do?
A. . Yes,»sir.
0. The first sergeant was there, and he could load

up all the bodies and all of this sort of thing, see that
that was taken care of. ,

A, Yes, sir.
0. What would you do under those circumstances?
A. * Normally I should have talked to Captain RIGGS,

but I can't recall whether I talked to him or not that day.

Q. . Would you recall if you didn't, if there was some
particular reason why you didn't?

A, ' Probably, yes, sir.

Q. Such as if he was in conference with Colonel
BARKER and Colonel HENDERSON?

A. Well, I'm sure I wouldn't if he had been.
Q. You'd have talked to WHITE, then?.
A, Yes, sir.
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Q. But you'd have talked to one of the company
officers?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. - Do you remember who the other platoon leader may

have been, the 2d Platoon leadexr?

A. Yes, sir. I know who the 24 Platoon leader is,
but I can't recall his last name.

Q. " Right at that time he was a new man. He'd been
infused?

A. No, sir.

Q. Lieutenant WHITE couldn't remember his name,

either. Where was Lieutenant COKER at this time, do you
know? '

A. This is who I was thinking of as the 2d Platoon
leader.

Q. Was he wounded about the same time Captain TRINKLE
was?

A. No, sir. I can't recall him being wounded. He

was infused later, as I understand, to an ARVN unit.

Q. Later or earlier?
A, No, sir. Later, because he was there when I left.
Q. He was there when you left? What was he doing,_

operating with your platoon?

A. Yes, sir. I can't think of any reason why he
wouldn't have been out there.

Q. He was not on the ground during the sapper attack?
A. Pardon me, sir?
(LUNDEEN) 12 APP T-375

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

He was not there during the sapper attack, because
the 24 Platoon was up over in another location? Apparently
COKER was with that. What do you think?

A. Yes, sir.

0. The only two officers with the company, w1th the
other two platoons at company headquarters apparently, were
Captain RIGGS and Lieutenant WHITE. Does that sound reason-
able? Lieutenant WHITE commanding the 3d Platoon, and the
1st Platoon without a platoon leader?

A. No, sir. We got Lieutenant JONES. He came to
us from the recon platoon when our 3d Platoon leader was

- wounded sometime previous to this, and of course, we lost
him. . And shortly thereafter we got Lieutenant JONES from
the recon platoon. Now, he took over the lst Platoon and--

- Q. (Interposing) And WHITE took over the 3d4?
A, Yes, sir.
Q. Okay, so you think JONES was out there, too?
~A. Yes, sir. I'm sure-he wasn't back there with us.
Q{ You know what his first name was?
A. } Yes, sir, Marshali.
0. : And he'd come from the recon plaﬁoon?-
‘A, Of our battalion.
Q Of your battalion?
A, Yes, sir.
Q. Of the 1lst Infantry?
A, Yes, sir. This may be the reason why Lieutenant

WHITE thought he was infused.
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Q. Now, to refresh your memory again and try to get
your mind back. You've taken the bodies up and you come back.
You got to get the supply out. Did you always escort the
supply out?

A, No, sir. I didn't. A good part of the time I
did. It just depended We were running so much supply from
this one point in Chu Lai, and of course, the chopper pilot
wanted to make as few trips as possible. Of course, we were
only allotted so many sorties with each aircraft we got, so
if I had one good chopper full, then I would not have escorted
it, because most of the time the chopper pilots got quite in-
dlgnant if you wanted to escort them. But a good part of the
time I was able to get out there with the supplies, and then
when they returned to extract it, I'd go back with them.

Q. You were actually being supplied out of Chu Lai
and not out of Dottie?

A. Yes, sir. That's right. When they flew emergency
ammunition or something like this, they would resupply them
from Dottie with a C&C ship. Other than that, we supplied
them from Chu Lai.

Q. You don't recall that night, then, the night that
you took the bodies up to Chu Lai? You don't particularly
recall, or do you particularly recall the reason why the com-
pany went up on the hill?

A. ’ No, sir. I do not.

Q. The next day following this, the day of the 18th,
the company moved to the hill and spent the night on the hill.
On the 19th the company moved over to the beach area, right
in here (indicating on MAP-5).

A. Yes, sir.

Q. | Do you remember that,; the guard, the protection,
and I believe it was the 24 Platoon that night that gathered
in about six Vietnamese women that were suspected of being

Viet Cong, and all they were were local village ladies carry-
ing fish? They let them go. Outside of the company having
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a pretty good time and relaxing a little bit, there was noth-
'ing more memorable about the 19th.

‘A. - Yes, sir.
Q. ‘Unless you can remember something?
“A. No, sir. The only reason that I remember they

were on the beach, was I flew out there with, I believe it
was Major CALHOUN, and my first sergeant said good-bye to a
bunch of the people in the company. I believe this is where
I last saw him. :

Q. Well, WHITE indicates that he probably left the
company from there, too.

A. ' I believe he went back with us. Yes, sir.

Q. Did .you hear any particular conversations that

~Captain RIGGS had had that day with pilots? It may have been
the day before.

A. Yes, sir. I seem to recall somethlng, but I
couldn't tell you what the subject was. He seemed to be
concerned about something. He was talking to, I believe
the person that I flew out with was Major CALHOUN. He was
talking to someone, and they seemed to be concerned about
something, but I didn't get into the conversation, and if I
'did, I don't remember what it was about. I couldn't tell
you whether it was about a pilot or what it was.

Q. ' -In other words, do you or don't.you associate
" this with an aircraft pilot?

A. No, sir. I don'ﬁ.

Q. In other words, CALHOUN and RIGGS got off to one
side and had this:serious discussion?

A, Yes, -sir. But that could have been about anything,
because they, of course, did that quite frequently.

(LUNDEEN) 15 - APP T-375

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY . -



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

0. If a chopper pilot had chewed the company com-
mander out, i.e., a warrant officer taking a captain apart
over the radio, the company net, do you suppose you'd have
heard about this?

A. Quite possibly, sir. However, we weren't able
to monitor the radios.

Q. I don't mean that. Wouldn't there have been some
discussion in the company? :

A. Quite possibly, yes, sir. However, I don't re-
member anyone ever saying anything to me about it.

Q. At any time?

A. : No, sir. Sir, it seems like I can remember some-
thing that they were talking about. I couldn't tell you who
said it to me or what it was, but it's very vague. I really
can't remember anything about it, except it seemed like there's
something there that they were concerned about, and it seemed
like somebody talked to me about it. About some aircraft
pilot getting into it with Captain RIGGS. Now, what it was
about, I couldn't say.

Q. Was it Captain RIGGS or perhaps Captain SHELTON?

A. I couldn't say, sir.

Q. You don't necessarily associate this with 19 March?
A. No, sir.

Q. Or the 18th? Well, if this conversation had taken

place, everybody in the company couldn't very well help but
know about it, at least anybody connected with communications.

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Because it came in over the company net.
A. Yes, sir.
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Q. Do you recall on the operations you were on, how
often you had air cover?

A. Had air cover, sir?
Q. " Yes, primarily by choppers, H-23, a Primo?
A. The only one I can really remember is when we had

'qulte a bit of air cover, and this was on 23 February. This
. is the time Captain TRINKLE was wounded, and we had qulte a
bit of air cover then. Of course, we called in an air strike.

Q. I'm not talking about that, I'm talking about

" moving across rice paddy areas and choppers more or less

escorting you, a couple of choppers. They always flew in
pairs. One of them flying low and one of them flying high,
~and they were scouting out the area in front.

A, — Yes, sir. I can recall one in particular where

we received a few rounds of sniper fire at the choppers, but
actually spotted the VC or whatever it was, and he had jumped
- in a well. Of course, they pinpointed him for us, and we went
up there, and Captain TRINKLE just pulled him cut of the hole
and took his rifle. This is about the only time I can recall.

Q. Did he have a carbine? You caught him in a well?
- A. ‘ Yes, sir.

Q. You knew it was Captain TRINKLE on 23 February?

A. Yes,.sir, I remember. I can't set a date on it.

Well, I was out with him. I don't recall if I actually had
command of a platoon or whether I was just out with him,
which I did a few times. But I remember he just pulled him
up by himself, pulled him up out of the well and took the
rifle away from him. I can't remember whether it was a car-
bine or an M-l1, but I know the chopper pilot wanted that wea-

- pon pretty bad, and I believe he got it. I don't remember

whether they came in and got it then, or whether we got it
to them later. But they wanted credit for the weapon.
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Q. Was this where there might have been a contro-
versy between a pilot and the company commander about the
weapon?

A. There was some controversy, I remember that.
Captain TRINKLE telling him, "Don't worry about landing now,
we'll get it to you some other time. I'll get it to you
later.” I don't remember any arguement or any bad feeling
about. As I recall, the pilot agreed that this was all right.
Captain TRINKLE was really not one to start a shoutlng con-
test over the radio. I doubt very much if they came in and
picked up the weapon, but I remember they talked about it
over the radio.

Q. That's the only time you can remember being
escorted or scouted for by a Primo?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. In other words, this didn't happen very often?
A. Sir, we very seldom got a whole lot of cover.

What we'd have liked to have sometimes was some more cover,
but it usually went to the south to the rest of the brigade.
And it seemed like if they had something left over, then we
might get it. If they didn't, well, we were out of luck.
Now, this may be just my opinion of the matter, but I know
when it came to resupplying and everything else, we were
usually hurting on aircraft. Of course, I think everybody
was at that time, so I'm sure they did they best they could.

Q. At any time I'm talking, and it trngerS some-
thing in your mind, don't hesitate to stop me.

A. Yes, sir.

Q. The company's moving along through rice paddy
areas where you started approaching a village, and up above
you is this air cover, a couple of choppers. One is flying
low and one is flying high. The low chopper is on the other
side of the village. I guess the village was perhaps off to
the left, and on the far side of the village was still where
the company could see the chopper without any trouble. Both
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choppers start circling, and someone reports back to the
company something like, "There's three of them, but two of

 '_them disappeared, but I've got one of them. I can see him,
I can see him laying down in the field and I'll circle him.

Come and get him." And the chopper kept circling, circled

. for a considerable period of time, maybe as long as 20 min-
utes before a couple of riflemen came out and got to them.

Does this ring any kind of a bell?

A, No, sir.

0. The rifleman came up to this man, and the VC was
lylng on the ground behind this dike, behind the dike of a
rice paddy. He turned his head and looked up at the rifle-
man, and the rifleman bayoneted him, then shot him right
through the head.

A. No, sir.

Q. The two men turned around and walked back to the
company. The chopper pilot was mad as hell. Over the com-
pany net he chewed the hell out of the company commander.

He wanted to know what the hell was going on when he had
exposed himself and his aircraft and his crew for 20 min-
utes in a dangerous situation to try to capture a prisoner,
then to have him murdered right in front of his eyes, and
waste all of the exposure that chopper had done. He wanted
to know why. They company commander called the platoon
leader, asking what had happened and why it had happened.
Apparently the platoon leader in talking held the transmitter
switch down on the radio, because he was overheard in the
chopper saying, "Why did you shoot him?" And the rifleman
said, "Ah-ah-ah-ah-ah-" and then the platoon leader's voice
cut in and said, "Did he have a grenade in his pocket?" and
then the rifleman said, "Yeah, yeah, he was a Viet Cong and
had a grenade in his pocket." Whereupon the platoon leader
called to the company commander and said, "He was killed _
because he was a Viet Cong. He had a grenade in his pocket."
So the company commander relayed this to the pilot, and the
pilot said something to the effect, that wasn't so. I saw
the whole damn thing. They never even searched him, and
then flew off. Do you think if that had happened, you'd

- have heard about it?
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A. ‘ Yes, sir. However, I didn't. I don't recall
it happening.

Q. Let me ask you, could that have possibly have
happened in Alfa? :

A. Sir, knowing the then Alpha Company, I'd say no.
Q. How well did you know the men in Alpha Company?
A. Most of them quite well. We had quite a few

dillies assigned to us just before we left Hawaii, and some
of them I didn't get to know too well. The weapons platoon
I knew quite well, and some of the men in the other platoons
not quite so well.

Q. How well do you know EIKENBERRY?

A. Not real well. We had, as I recall, a little
bit of trouble with him. I can't recall what it was. ‘It
seemed like back in Hawaii just before we left we had a-
little bit of trouble with him, but like I said, I can't
recall what it was.

Q. Could he redeem himself in the eyes of the com-

pany?

A. It seems as though he did a pretty good job once
we got on to Vietnam.

Q. Do you recall anything he did specifically?

A. No, sir. |

Q. Who was your tunnel rat?

A, That's what I was wondering, sir. Seemed like he

may well have been. I know a boy by the name of NEEDHAM, who
had been to Vietnam once before, was a tunnel rat part of the
time. And it seems as though EIKENBERRY may well have been,
part of the time also. I just can't remember for sure.

Q. Do you recall that EIKENBERRY had three Bronze
Stars for wvalox?
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‘A. No, sir. I don't recall.
Z:Q. Three Purple Hearts?
A. No, sir.
Q. Let me ask you something else. Why is there such

~a dearth of decorations on noncommissioned officers, of the
men of Alpha Company?

A. I don't know, sir.

Q. I notice you're reasonably well decorated, but
among the men that I've seen in here, very few of them are
decorated. They don't have commendation medals; they don't
have bronze stars.

A. Yes, sir. The decorations I won, except for one
of them, came from the 196th. When I served in the 1lth, it
was not a case of not putting them in for it. As I remember,
quite a few of them were written-up.

Q. Well, I would think you'd know this, being the XO.

A, Yes, sir. And as far as many of them coming down
approved, I can't remember too many of them. I know that

many times they had to be rewritten. The battalion S1 wouldn't
go along with the way they were written-up, so we'd rewrite
them and resubmit them, and there were a number submitted.

Q. Did you ever command the 3d Platoon?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. What operation was this?

A. This was on 23 February.

Q. Can you recall the details of that operation?

A, Yes, sir. We went in on the APC's, and there was

my platoon and the 2d Platoon and the headquarters group.
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Captain TRINKLE usually took 10 or 11 men from the weapons
platoon to act as his security force, and we went down to
the bridge there going into Quang Ngai City. We were headed
east, and the 2d Platoon took the right flank, and my pla-
toon took the left flank, and then the CP group in the
middle. We started moving inwards and getting on to the
tracks, and we were in there just a very short time until
the 2d Platoon and headquarters group started receiving
quite a bit of fire. Captain TRINKLE called me and told

me to come back this way, over towards him, and to help him
out, which we did.

Q. Did you command that platoon to any degree, under
normal operations, up around Uptight, or do you recall com—
manding them on any?

A. No, sir.
Q. S&D operations.
A. Yes, sir. I had them out on an ambush one night,

and it was only on the west side of that hill that you were
talking about, as I recall--where we set up. We went in
there with, I believe it was two platoons, and one of the
other platoons had been out overnight on an ambush, and they
joined up with us. As they pulled out we just sort of melted
into the bushes and waited until dawn. Quite a little while
before dawn we got, as I remember, either two or three VC to
the north end of the trail and, of course, recovered their
weapons. Then after dark one of my machinegunners cut loose,
and the next morning we went out and there was another VC
with an M-16 tied to his arm. I can't remember taking them
on very many other operations. This was the 3d Platoon then,
but we went on one combat assault also, I can't remember
exactly, one or two, because it was in the A0, but it was
just a day deal, and then came back that night.

Q. Do you have any maps. pictures. or this sort of
thing of that area?

A. No, sir.
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Q. What I'm thinking about is you're apparently
going to school right now.
A. Yes, sir.
Q. So that means you're thinking a lot, studying,
and I just want to say that you know what I've told you.
A. Yes, sir.

. Q. You've probably learned a lot of things fhat you

never realized occurred, and this should have sparked your
thinking, and if it recalls anything to you, please don't
hesitate to get to us.

A, I wouldn't hesitate, sir.

Q. If you can remember anything, it might come to
you, it has to some of our people. It's been a long time,
we appreciate it. It's been a very long time since these
events occurred, and something just might trigger a thought.
If it does, Major COOP will explain to you how you can get
to us, and we would appreciate it if you would. We apprec-
iate your coming in. ‘

A. Yes, sir.

Q. I'd like to remind you again not to talk with
anyone about what has transpired here, unless it's an offic-
ial body or investigation. Then it's perfectly all right.
And normally we permit anybody to ask dquestions or make
statements for the record if they wish to, and I now afford
that opportunity to you.

A. As far as any question, I don't have any dquestions.
I, of course, hope that this gets all straightened out, and I
hope that the military is not wrong. I find it hard to be-
lieve that anybody would kill a bunch of women and children.

. I hope this is definitely not the case. That's all I have

to say, sir.

(The hearing recessed at'llZS hours, 16 February
1970.)
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY

WITNESS: MARCK, Ernest

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 18 February 1970
PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon
WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A

COUNSEL: None

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON.16 MARCH 1968: CO's RTO, A/3/1.

1. PRIOR TRAINING IN THE RULES OF LAND WARFARE.

MARCK did not recall any instructions or briefings on
the handling of PW's or the reporting of atrocities in
Hawaii or Vietnam (pgs. 30, 31). He did not receive
instructions on the rules of engagement, but learned them bit
by bit as he gained experience (pgs. 31, 32). He had
learned in basic training that PW's were to be protected
from inhumane treatment (pg. 33). He did not receive the
MACV cards "Nine Rules"or "The Enemy in Your Hands"

(pgs. 34, 35). He did not recall any training on legal
versus illegal orders (pg. 37). However, he stated that he
would not have obeyed an order to shoot an unarmed civilian

(pg. 39).
2. PREOPERATIONAL PLANS AND BRIEFINGS.

Lieutenant Colonel BARKER gave the briefing and told
the men that they were going into Pinkville, but had it
easy because they were going to be a blocking force
(pgs. 16, 19). The men were disappointed (pg. 16). They
were told to expect NVA regulars (pg. 19). BARKER
explained the mission of the other companies in the task
force (pg. 19). He did not say anything about burning
hootches (pg. 20). While BARKER said nothing about the
disposition of prisoners, the men knew they were supposed
to tag them and report them (pg. 20). The witness expected
a rough operation (pg. 22).
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3. THE COMBAT ASSAULT.

a. Actions on the 16th.

The witness felt that they did not run into the
resistance expected. B and C Companies reported kills, but
A Company found no bodies when they went into the area to
check it out (pg. 23). Thus, MARCK felt that the body
count was being inflated (pg. 23). Although he monitored
tne task force net, he recalled no instructions to stop the
killing (pg. 23). He thought that perhaps he heard an
order to stop the shooting (pg. 23). At approximately
1530 he heard an order come down for C Company to go back
to My Lali and count the bodies and report their age and sex
(pg. 24). He did not remember Captain MEDINA's response

(pg. 25).

b. Actions on the 17th.

The company laagered in a Buddhist temple which
was a Vietnamese hospital (pg. 11). The area was "dug in"
(pg. 11). At 2200 VC got so close to the machinegun
positions that they threw grenades into them and killed
two people (pgs. 11, 12).

¢. Actions on the 18th.

On the morning of the 18th BARKER and Colonel
HENDERSON visited the company and BARKER spoke sternly to
Captain RIGGS for picking a poor defensive position
(pgs. 12, 13). BARKER seemed angry (pg. 13). RIGGS was
upset (pgs. 12, 13).

d. Actions on the 19th.

On the 19th the company moved to the beach (pg.1l4).
The men felt relieved about this (pg. 14). While MARCK
remembered helicopters cornering two VC suspects and a
conversation between a pilot and RIGGS concerning it, he
did not recall a suspect that had been killed by U.S. troops
(pgs. 25-27).

(MARCK) 2 SUM APP T-379
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4. INQUIRIES AFTER THE ASSAULT.

The witness did not recall hearing that there were
128 VC KIA and three captured weapons as a result of this
operation (pg. 15). MARCK recollected no transmissions from
either Captain MICHLES or MEDINA telling RIGGS how they had
done on the operation (pg. 15).

5. OTHER INFORMATION.

a. The witness felt that the Vietnamese at My Lai
got what they deserved from C Company on 16 March (pg. 5).
His only surprise in relation to the matter was that such a
pig fuss was made about it (pg. 5).

b. The witness recalled an instance in which
A Company killed two four or five year old children be-
cause it was thought the children had weapons (pgs. 6, 7).
The children were running at the time they were shot
(pg. 7). The children did not try to shoot the soldiers
(pg. 8). Captain RIGGS, who witnessed the event, agreed
that the shooting was proper (pgs. 7, 8).

c. MARCK had spoken to Sergeant DAVIS since the
matter became public (pgs. 5, 8).

d. When RIGGS first took over as CO, he d4id not
want the men to shoot anyone without notifying him first
(pg. 16). Later, he told the men they could shoot someone
wno failed to halt after being warned three times (pg. 16).
The soldiers had to inform RIGGS before doing any burning
(pg. 17). The only officer who wanted to get a lot of
kills was Lieutenant JONES (pg. 17). At one point JONES
killed two VC and captured a weapon by himself (pg. 18).

e. MARCK saw one incident in which an ARVN soldier
kicked a suspect which RIGGS watched (pg. 22). While he

saw PW's rougihly handled on occasion, he did not see them
abused (pgs. 33, 34).
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EXHIBITS
EXHIBIT B
NUMBER DESCRIPTION NOTES - PAGES
Wit had never seen
M-2 MACV Card "Nine Rules" before. 35
MACV Card "The Enemy 1n Wit had never seen |-
M-3 Your Hands" before. 34
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(The hearing recohvened at 1510 hours, 18
February 1970.)

COL ARMSTRONG: The hearing will come to order.

RCDR: The following persons are present: COL ARMSTRONG,
LTC BRANDT, and MAJ COOP.

The next witness is Mr. Ernest MARCK.

(MR MARCK was called as a witness, was sworn,
and testified as follows:)

_ Would you state your full name, occupation, and
address?

A. Ernest Edward MARCK. I work_at the River Company,
Denver, Colorado, and the address is 1800 South Raritan.

COL ARMSTRONG: Mr. MARCK, I'm going to ask you to talk as loud
as you reasonably can so that the reporter can get all the
information down that you state, and also so the tape re-
corder can pick it up on this microphone. 1Is that all right?

A, All right.

Q. On my left is Colonel BRANDT. He and myself have
both been appointed by the Chief of Staff of the Army to help
General PEERS out in this investigation. Additionally, General
PEERS has quite a staff of people who are helping him, even

two civilian lawyers who volunteered to assist the Secretary

of the Army by joining the investigating team and also providing
legal counsel and guidance to General PEERS. With all this
help and several groups like this taking testimony, General
PEERS alone is responsible to absorb the testimony that's given
and to come up with a conclusion, write the report, and make
the recommendations. Do you understand the preliminary in-
structions that you read (Exhibit M-57)7?

A. “Yes, I do.

Q. Do you have any questions about them?

A. No, I don't.

(MARCK) | ' 1 APP T-379
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Q. The way I do this is after asking you several
normal, routine questions about your service and so forth,

I go off the record and brief you as to the situation,

roughly 15 March to 30 March 1968, as it pertains to the

unit you were assigned to, with the object of focusing your
attention to this particular time frame in the hope that

you can recollect something. We appreciate that 2 years

is a pretty long time to ask an individual to remember the
exact events that took place, and to be specific about things
until he really starts recollecting them. Sometimes by lead-
ing him into it, by feeding him a little information, we can
spark his memory. We also ask you to please feel as much at
ease as you possibly can. The important thing is to get in-
formation, and I point out that we have talked to over 350
men, both Vietnamese and U.S. personnel, soldiers, and civil-
ians. General PEERS and the two lawyers have gone to Vietnam.
Thev've looked over the ground, they've been on the ground,
and it would probably be interesting for you to know that some
of the various areas that you fought over are now occupied by
the Vietnamese Army with no problems whatsoever, no big fights
involved. It's really pacified. He occasionally mentioned
this to other witnesses that have appeared. They seem to be
rather gratified with the fact that we don't have to fight for
this ground now. I will feed you this information, then we'll
go back on the record and try to get the best of you recollec-
tion. I want to point out that we know quite a bit about what
occurred, possibly even more that you ever knew, because we've
had the benefit of seeing these exercises or operations from
the viewpoint of many people. You may still have some small
piece of information that you don't think is significant but
which may very well be, and it will help us further to get a
clearer picture of it. So without any further ado, would you
please tell us what your sevice with the Americal was, when

it started, when it ended, and what you did?

A. I went over with the 3/1 headgquarters, Americal
Division. About the first 3 weeks I was working the switch-
board, and was later transferred to A Company.

Q. What time was this now?

A. It was about the first 3 weeks we got over there,
right before Christmas.

(MARCK) 2 APP T-379
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Q. You were in headquarters company, 3/1?

A. Right, sir. | |

Q. And you were a switchboard operator?

A. Right. I was transferred to A Company on the same

day we moved to a new location at LZ Dottie.

Q} Do you recall about what date this was?

A. I can't be sure.

Q. Toward the end of January, wasn't it?

A, . About January 18th. Our CO at the time was
Captain TRINKLE. . S

Q.  All right.

A, We were at this area here, but nothing out of the

ordinary happened. Then Captain TRINKLE was wounded and we
got our second CO, Captain SHELTON. '

Q. All right.

A, 2 weeks later he was wounded. Then we got a
Captain RIGGS.

Q. RIGGS?

A. R-I-G-G-S. Then we worked that area for a while,
and then we went back to LZ Thunder which is back in this area.
Q. , All right.

A, We stayed there for about 2 months, then we went
back to Bronco. '

Q. All right.

A, That's all I can--

Q. (Interposing) All right. Did you stay with A

Company all during your tour over there?

(MARCK) 3 APP T-379
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A. No, I didn't. I was in A Company for about 5
months. Then I was what was called infused into the 523d
Signal Battalion.

0. You were infused in when, June or July?

A. June, I believe.

Q. June, the 523d Signal Battalion. Was that in

the Americal Division?

A. That's right. I went right up to the Americal
headquarters, to the DTOC.

Q. Then you were in Chu Lai?

A. That's right.

Q. At the division TOC?

A. - A week later I was sent to the hospitél for'about

a month and one-half for malaria. Then I got out and came back
from Cam Ranh Bay, and was assigned to the 523d Signal Battalion
and stayed there for the rest of my tour.

Q. Then you were still pulling duty in the TOC?
A, Yes, I was.
Q. Except for the month énd ohe-half break for malaria,

you were actually a radio operator in the division TOC?

A. Right.

Q. And then about the first part of December you
rotated back to the United States?

A. November I got back.

Q.i Now, see if I can carry you back to this past

fall, in September or October, when the My Lai incident hit
the news media? I'd like to ask you two questions about
your reactions. Since then, have you talked to any of your
old friends or acquaintances or men you served with in the
Americal Division about this incident, and what was your per-
sonal reaction to this?

(MARCK) 4 ' - APP T-379

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

A. Well, the first question, I have talked to some
friends of mine that are in the Army about it.

Q. Who was that?

A, Sergeant John DAVIS.

Q. Sergeant John DAVIS?

A, Right.

Q. Who was he?

A. He was over in Vietnam with us. He was with 3/1
headquarters.

Q. He was 1in Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 3/17?
A. Right. |

Q. All right.

A. We were separated in Vietnam when I went to A

Company. Later on we were stationed in Fort Carson, and we
got to talking about it. My personal opinion on it is why
should it matter so much. The people over there really don't
care to help the GI's out anyway. So whatever they get, I
feel they deserve.

Q. What was you reaction? When it happened, when
it was announced, were you surprised?

A, No, not really surprised. I guess things lLike
that do happen over there. I was surprised of the big fuss
that was made over it, but that's about all.

Q. Could you tell me why you weren't surprised?

A, - Well....

Q. Why do you feel that is could have happened?

A, Because there was always the danger of some kind

of sniper. We were given permission to destroy a village when
the Viet Cong were found in cases like this, and we were given
permission to burn certain houses to the ground if we were to
find weapons or rice. So I guess it could be the whole vil-
lage just as easy as one house.

-

»
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0. Well, the thing is that shooting women and chil-
dren dellberately is a little bit different than lighting a
fire over a--

aA. (Interposing) I can't see how this could be done--
Q. What?
A. I can't see how this could be done w1thout know—

ing what you were doing..

Q. Well, that's what I say. Wasn't this the essence
of the news story? The monsters in the U.S. Army uniform
gathered up these women and chlldren and then mowed them
down in cold blood?

A. I just can't believe that. I feel that they had
enough reasons.

Q. In other words, you just don't see it that way?
A, I don't see it the way it's said to have been

done, because I know how things can look different then they
really are.

e D~ + T A B
(0% But it woulda't ourprlac you that yc.:.huys sSChie

of these kinds of actions took place? Under what circum-
stances would they take place, or anything like that?

A. ' Well, I don't know. At one time we killed two
kids. They were about 4 or 5 years old. But again, these
kids had weapcns too, and they were grabbing them. I guess
they could have been mistaken for having weapons.

Q. Your company actually killed a couple of kids
that were carrying weapons but running from you?

A. That's right. We were told to shoot anyone that
ran with weapons, to shoot him.

Q. At what range did you shoot them, do you recall?
A, If we were able to see that they were carrying

weapons, it was at close distance.
Q. Did you see this?

A, ' Yes, sir.

(MARCK) | 6 - APP T-379
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Q. . Who gave the order to shoot?

A. Well, no one really gave the order to shoot. Over
there they wouldn't give orders, they'd just say for you to
holler out "halt" three times. If they didn't halt and if

- they were running and carrying a weapon, shoot.

Q. Well, when this occurred, what were the circum-
stances surrounding it? What was your position at that time?

A. I was the RTO for the CO, and we were working this
area for about, I guess, 3 days. We passed by this same old
village about twice. We seen these kids and then we didn't
think nothing. Then we seen two Viet Cong running towards us,
and we seen that the kids were carrying a weapon. SoO.... :

Q. You mean the company commander was present?

'A. : Well,.he wasn't right there, but I believe he was
in the line somewhere. .

Q. Well, weren't you always right next to him?

A. Some of the times. It was the CO's habit to walk
away so they wouldn't identify him‘by my radio.

Q. What company commander is this, do you recall?

A, _ .I guess it was Captain RIGGS?

Q. You think this was Captain RIGGS?

A, Yes, sir.

Q. What was his reaction, do you recall?

A, Well, he didn't like the idea, but as soon as he

did see that they were carrying weapons, he said there wasn't
anything else we could do but stop them any way we could.

Q. When these kids were running, they were running
away from you?

A. That's right. They were running away from us.

(MARCK) ’ 7 APP T-379
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Q. They weren't trying to shoot you?

A; No.

Q. And Captain RIGGS--did this happen before he
could react?

A, ‘ Yes, it did.

Q. Then what was his reaction toward the people that
did it?

A, Well, he just said that there was nothing else
that we could do. -

Q. Do you recall who did the shooting?

A, No, I don't.

Q. Was it somebody out of the platoons or out of the

command group?

A, When one person opens up, usually the whole com-
pany does. I couldn't really say.

Q. Basically, when you were with A Company, you were
the CO's RTO?

A, _ That's right.

Q. Did you ever have leave or R&R or anything while
you were with the company? ’

A. Not when I was with the company, no.

Q. So day in and day out you pushed that radio and
were on all the operations the company had?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Okay. What did you discuss with Sergeant DAVIS

when you saw him?

A. We were just talking about the My Lai incident
and just how--you know, just giving our opinion on it.

(MARCK) 8 APP T-379
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Q. Did he ask you if you knew anything or saw
anything?
A. Well, yes. He asked me if I was directly in-

volved with that, and I told him no.

Q. Do you remember the events of that operation
. pretty clearly?

A. Most of it, yes. It was during our fire fights
that I got a call on it, but I can't recall the date on it.

Q. Actually, this was not a fire fight for A Company?

A. No.
Q. But this was the third time that Task Force Barker

had been into the Pinkville area? They went in about 3 Feb-
ruary, and I think A Company was in on that. And they went
~in on the 23 of February, and that's when Captain TRINKLE got

A. They killed 68.

Q. Then Captain SHELTON got hit about a week later
on the bridge or close to the bridge that Captain TRINKLE
had been hit on, right?

A. That's right, sir.

Q. Okay. Captain RIGGS had been in command, I guess,
a week or 10 days when the operation we're talking about took
place. Does this strike any memory?

A. Captain RIGGS came to our company, and I guess it
must have been about 2 weeks later we got in a big fire fight,
I believe it was around Pinkville. We had a ground attack and
some mortar rounds.

Q. We'll recess right now, and I'm going to brief you.

(The hearing recessed at 1530 hours, 18 February
1970.)

_ (The hearing reconvened at.1545 hours, 18 February
- 1970.)

-
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COL ARMSTRONG: All right. Mr. MARCK, would you be so kind
as to describe to us, as best you recall them, the events
of 15 through about 20 March when you were with A/3/l in
Vietnam?

A. All right. I can remember when we were to move
into position as a blocking force because one of our lieu-
tenants was left behind.

Q. What lieutenant was this?

A, He was our artillery lieutenant.

0. He was you FO?

A. Yes,.he was. Sd we left behind, and we had to

send a patrol out after him. He was apparently asleep. So
we moved into a blocking position, and as far as I can re-
member there was nothing pushed our way. We just stood there.
Then we heard that Bravo had reported shooting I don't know
how many Viet Cong on the river. We were right by the river,
so we went down to help. We didn't find the bodies, so any- -
way we just stood there until we were told to move.

Q. What day do you think it was?

A, I have no idea.

Q. And this was—-

A, (Interposing) This is the day we moved into the

blocking position.

Q. No, you moved into the blocking position on the
early morning of the 1l6th.

A, The 16th?

Q. Yes.

A. So wé must have moved in on the 17th or the 18th.
Q. Remember, on the 17th you moved out there?

A. Yes, the blocking area.

(MARCK) 10 APP T-379
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Q. Do you recall where the 2d Platoon went from the
blocking position?

‘A. No, I don't.

Q. Do you remember who the 2d Platoon platcon leader
was?

A. Lieutenant--at the time I don't know, I'm not sure.
Q. Lieutenant COKER? Do you remember where he was

sent with his platoon on the afternocon of the 17th?

A. He was separated from us to maintain a blocking
area, but I don't know the exact location of this. I believe
we moved inland.

Q. All right. The rest of the company, to the best

of your knowledge, then moved from the blocking position. Can
you recall where they moved or where you moved with the rest
of the company? Did you cross a bridge?

A. I think Bravo Company had reported some trouble
on a bridge. We went to check the bridge out. That's when
Captain SHELTON got hit.

Q. That's a different operation.
A, Then I don't remember what position we moved into.
Q. ’ You moved into a position where you had received

a sapper attack. Was that south of the Diem Diem River or
on the Pinkville side of the river, or was it somewhere else?

A, It was on the Pinkville side of the river.

Q. Wwill you sight your observations of the tactical
soundness of the position you were in, that you spent the
night in.,

A. We were walking into a village where we got re-
supplied. After a while Captain RIGGS decided to move into

a night laager position, so we put our headquarters crew there.
We had a small villa that night. Everyone was right on top

of each other. The area was dug in. We made our headquarters
in a Buddhist temple which was a Vietnamese hospital. About
what I'd say was 10 o'clock maybe, we started receiving fire.
Well, we didn't receive fire. The first thing that happened
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was grenades went off. Viet Cong were allowed to get so close
to our machinegun bunkers that they just dropped them in and
killed two of our men. There was a lot of confusion after
that. Everybody was running around looking for where they
should go, and then I remember the choppers got there. Well,
it was about 45 minutes before they come out, because we were
getting fired upon until then. )

Q. | Okay. Was there any more trouble that night?

A. The firing went on. But when if finaliy did stop,
after that there was no problem.

Q. Do you recall any visitors that Captain RIGGS had
the next morning?

A, I can't remember, but I think someone did chopper
out to look over our location and just what had happened.

Q. Would you recognize Colonel BARKER if he ever
came to visit? :

A, I can vaguely remember him, but he did chopper
in and talk with us quite a few times. I believe I would.

Q. Was he one of the officers that visited the company
that morning?

A. I guess he must have been.
Q. Do you remember him talking to Captain RIGGS in

sort of a stern fashion about the fact that he picked such a
poor position for a defensive position?

A. Yes, I do. Yes, because Captain RIGGS was pretty
upset. .

Q. Was Colonel HENDERSON along with him, a full colonel?
A, There was a colonel.therey yes.

-Q. With glasses?

A. Yes.

Q. And was there another lieutenant colonel there

with sort of a thin, sharp face, an artilleryman?
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A, I can't remember.
Q. ' Colonel LUPER?
A. I can't remember.
Q. But do you think you remember Colonel HENDERSON
and Colonel BARKER?
A. Yes, I do. Yes, because Captain RIGGS was upset.
Q. Did Captain RIGGS get upset with Lieutenant JONES?
A. Which Lieutenant JONES?
Q. - The one that you knew?
A, Ei believe he did, yes.
Q. Let's see if‘this refreshes your memory. "Captain,

I expect you tc check the position of every weapon in your
company when you go into a laager at night. That's your job,
you're company commander, to see that everything is put in its
proper place." ‘

A. Well, I wasn't there at the time this was going on.

Q. Oh, I'm sure that you didn't--well, I'm not sure

if the battalion commander wouldn't have chewed out the company
commander in front of you. You are in a position where noboay
pays any attention to you, but you're expected to be right there
all the time with that radio. You are in an unusual position

in the company because you are always knowing what's going on.
You know as much about everything as the company commander does,
so that's why I say that maybe you would have heard this.

A. No. I believe I was quite a ways from him when

it was taking place, but I do remember BARKER jumping around,
you know, making all kinds of mad motions. I noticed this
distinctly.

Q. ‘ Now, when you moved the next day, was there any-
thing incidental about the movement to the hill when you re-
joined the 24 Platoon?

A, I don't believe so.
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Q. Okay. ULet's say you're on a hill now. You spend
the night there on the hill, this is the night of the 18th.

The next morning you know that you're going to move out and

go over to the beach, and move away from the Pinkville area.
Everybody feels kind of relieved about this, right?

A, Right.

Q. And one of the things you did not want to do was

go walking around in the Pinkville area. It was bad enough

as it was without going down to a place where you know you'd

run into booby traps. So, on the 19th you marched, hiked, I

would say route-marched, over to the beach. Can you recall

whether you hit the beach in one column, was one platoon right

after the other, or did you, as you approached the beach, 2 or

3 kilometers out maybe, spread out into two columns, two platoons
abreast and the 34 Platoon behind them with the commander?

A. I believe this same day that a couple of lieutenants
went in and hit booby traps.

Q. They hit booby traps down on the blocking position.
A. We arrived, separated by platoons, on the beach.
Q. Let me ask you something. What piatoon lead in

the march from the mountain to the beach? After a while, you
went into company column. Do you recall which platoon lead?

A. I believe it was the lst Platoon. The 1lst Platoon.
Q. The 1lst Platoon had been beaten up by the mortar
attacks.

A, I still think it was Lieutenant JONES.

Q. You think it was Lieutenant JONES, is that right?
A. Yes,

Q. Do you have anything that makes you think it was
JONES?

A. No, just the 1lst Platoon.

0. Do you recall when you heard the final count on

the l6th of March operation? Remember what it was? I know
you read it in the newspapers since.
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A. The final count killed?

Q. ' Yes, remember what they were?
A. Well, for our company during the time we reported

about 46 killed, and then later on it was raised up to 68
killed.

Q. That was the time you were in.

A. Yes.

Q. I'm talking about the 16th of March, this last
operation.

A. No, I didn't hear nothing.

Q. Did you hear about 128 VC KIA and 3 weapons captured?
A. Not that I recall.

Q. This is the biggest jéb the 1lth Brigade has done
since you got here.

A. | I can't remember that, no.

Q. Maybe Charlie and B