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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY

WITNESS: HALL, Homer C.

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 26 January 1970
PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon
WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A

COUNSEL: None

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: 1st Squad, lst Platoon,
B/4/3.

1. PRIOR TRAINING IN THE RULES OF LAND WARFARE.

The witness had been with the company for six months
in Hawaii and left with them for Vietnam in December (pg.4).
He had his AIT with them and was then placed in the first
platoon (pg. 4). While in this advanced training in Hawaii
he was taught how to maneuver with the squad as well as
the handling of PW's (pg. 5). They were taught to handle
them with respect when they were captured and to take them
to someone for interrogation (pg. 5). The witness had
seen Exhibit M-2, "Nine Rules", and stated that he had one
and was given it either in Hawaii or while enroute to
Vietnam. He felt that everyone in the unit had one
(pg. 6). The witness was going to check among his personal
belongings at home and forward the card if he had a copy
(pg. 6). Exhibit M-3, "The Enemy in Your Hands", had also
been seen by the witness and he felt that he was issued it
(pgs. 6, 7). While in Hawaii he went through a lecture on
the Geneva Conventions and received a card for this (pg.7).
The witness, in discussing apprehension of civilians in a
village,stated that if they saw someone they would give a
warning shot and if the individual fled they would have to
stop them in some way (pg. 65).

2. PREOPERATIONAL PLANS AND BRIEFINGS.

The witness recalled being briefed by Captain MICHLES
prior to boarding the choppers at LZ Uptight (pg. 8). MICHLES
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told them that it was a VC suspected village, that they
were going in, and that it was a search and destroy

mission (pg. 8). He stated that they would usually know
the night before when they were going on an operation and
the squad leaders and sometimes the team leaders would be
called into the CP (pg. 9). He felt that Lieutenant
WILLINGHAM briefed them on the day prior to the operation
and stated that Sergeant LIAS, the squad leader, would
brief them after the lieutenant told him what was to take
place. He stated the order of the briefing was given to the
squad by Sergeant LIAS first, then to the platoon and
finally to the company when they had all joined together
for the lift out (pgs. 9, 10). The feeling that this
assault was going to be "a little bit different" was _
given to him by the CO (pg. 14). They were told to leave
nothing standing but there were no details given (pg. 11).
They were told by MICHLES to fire a warning shot at
individuals .who were fleeing and if they did not stop to
shoot them down (pg. 11). He stated that normally they
would gather up the food and put it in a pile which would
later be picked up by a helicopter (pg. 12). He did not
recall a mention of destruction of livestock or foodstuffs
(pg. 12). He felt that because this was a search and
destroy mission it was different from their normal mission
and that they would see numerous VC in the area (pg. 13).
MICHLES told them not to shoot down anyone (pg. 13).
Suspects that were apprehended would be held pending instructions
from the company commander, which was normal procedure

(pg. 13). The witness stated that he had a fear of the
Pinkville area because of past events which had occurred
there (pg. 15). They clearly anticipated the area to

be occupied by the VC because it was emphasized in the
briefing (pg. 14). Sergeant LIAS then told them how they
were to pair off and his sguad was to take the point (pg. 15).

3. COMBAT OPERATIONS FROM 16 MARCH THROUGH 19 MARCH.

a. The landing and activities on 16 March.

(1) The landing.

The witness felt he was on the second 1lift
and heard some firing while he was going in (pg. 18). He
did not feel that it was from his aircraft as the firing
was in the distance (pgs. 18, 19). No one from his ship
was firing and the gunships, flying in a wide circle may
have been doing some firing (pg. 19). They remained where
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they landed approximately ten minutes and began their
movement (pg. 19). He did not see Lieutenant COCHRAN
being killed,but he did hear the explosion and he felt
that it had occurred approximately 50 feet from where they
landed (pgs. 19, 20).

(2) On the ground movement.

They proceeded down a trail which led to
the village, but he did not recall passing under a gate
that went over the road (pg. 20). Being in the first
squad he was the lead squad of the platoon, aside from the
point people (pgs. 20, 21). As they approached a bridge
he noticed a small house near the trail and recalled
hearing his point man.holler "a grenade" (pg. 21). The
grenade did not detonate and some people fired upon the
VC that threw it,but he did not think that they hit him
(pg. 21). They did see the man who threw it (pg. 21).
He saw Sergeant TITTLE jump to one side when it was thrown
and thought that along with TITTLE there was TAYLOR, HOOTON,
and another young member of the squad who was on his second
tour (pg. 21). The witness did not see the man throw . the
grenade but did hear the firing (pg. 21). After this
happened they continued to march towards the bridge which
he estimated to be 200 to 300 feet away (pgs. 21, 22).
The lieutenant inquired as to what had happened
and they told him a grenade had been thrown at them, and
he gave them the word to continue (pg. 22). The witness
did not hear any sniper fire coming from the area where the
grenade was thrown or from the other side of the bridge
(pg. 22).

(3) Movement over the bridge and into the village.

The witness stated that they went across the
bridge and did not receive any fire from the village (pg.23).
The trail that they followed turned towards the south and
went into the village which was 100 to 150 meters away
from the end of the bridge. The platoon leader was there
and they proceeded to the village in a column. They could
see the village as they came across the bridge and he stated
that they could see roughly a dozen people going about their
business (pgs. 24, 25).

(4) Joining of the machine gunner with the point

squad.
The witness stated that normally just prior to
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making an entrance into a village they would clear the
area with a machinegun (pg. 36). In this instance the
lieutenant called the machinegunner forward just after
they crossed the bridge prior to entering the village

(pg. 29). Normally, the machinegun, which the witness
described as their needed weapon, would be kept behind
the second squad, but it was brought forward and placed
like a point squad in the first squad (pg. 29). The
machinegunner did not place the weapon in position but
fired it holding it in his hand (pg. 29). When he started
firing everyone in the village joined him in firing on

the people as they came running out of their hootches

(pg. 30). He knew the machinegunner used quite a bit

of ammunition in clearing the village (pg. 37). The
witness stated that he could not sayeswhether the
lieutenant directly ordered the machinegun but he did know
that the word came back for the machinegunner to move
forward (pg. 38). He felt that the lieutenant told the
machinegunner to commence firing (pg. 38). The witness
later stated that the people in the unit had in their
minds that this was a different type of operation and felt
a lot of "boys did get carried away" especially the
machinegunner (pg. 8l). He stated that the lieutenant
told MILUS to simmer down. The witness felt that

MILUS lost his cool all together, and went "kind of

crazy there" (pg. 81).

(5) Activity in the village.

The witness stated that after the village was
"cleared" they moved through the village in a southerly
direction (pg. 26). He stated that the village was searched
and they were mostly looking for males of military-age,ut
all they saw were women and children (pg. 26). He stated
that they would look inside of the hootches and check out
the bunkers (pg. 26). The searchers were the four point
men including TAYLOR who was described as a morale builder
(pg. 27). The witness searched with the man named
GARCIA (pg. 27). Possibly HOLMES was with them (pg. 28).
The witness stated he never liked to be by himself and so
it was two or more that he searched with (pg. 28). He felt
that he searched six to eight hootches and heard no firing
other -than that of the machinegunner who was firing at any-
thing that moved (pgs. 28, 29). The witness did not recall
any orders from the lieutenant assigning particular sections
to individuals for searching (pg. 42). He felt the squad
leaders decided which areas they would search (pg. 42). The
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searches took the largest portion of the day, two to four
hours and the witness felt that they were there all day
(pg. 42). He stated that it looked like a normal village
to him and he did not see any people in the hootches while
searching (pg. 43).

(6) Conduct of civilians during the search.

The witness stated that most of the people
had gathered together on a spot near the ocean in a huddle
while the firing was going on, and they remained there during
the search (pg. 43). During the initial firing by the
machinegunner the witness spotted four women, whom he
described as being terrified, watching them from a hill
which was between the unit and the ocean (pg. 30). He also
pointed out that if individuals were running they were fired
upon (pg. 30). This continued until the captain notified
them that they were not to "kill anybody" (pg. 30). The
lieutenant relayed the message that they were to gather up
the suspectS (pg. 30). When they eventually left the area,
they left behind them the people who had gathered together
on the beach (pg. 45). They did take one woman for guiding
them around mines (pgs. 45, 54). The witness stated that a
rope was usually used on these point guides to prevent
the people from running away (pg. 54). It was not to hurt
them (pg. 54).

(7) Killing and raping of civilians.

The witness stated that he saw approximately
three bodies of women and children in the village (pgs. 32,
33,35). He also saw approximately a dozen people who were
hit while running from the machinegun fire (pg. 36). He
did not see any men having "a little fun with the women"
(pg. 34), and he stated that Captain MICHLES was strict on
the molesting or raping of women and had laid down
certain standards (pg. 35).

(8) Setting of explosives in the village.

The witness stated as they moved on through
the village they ran out of ammunition and a helicopter
flew some in along with TNT or C4 which was used to blow
up the bunkers and which "flattened that village" (pg.31l).
He did not recall what kind of a chopper landed with
the explosives (pg. 32). The witness mentioned
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that he heard a rumor that one of the bunker tunnels
collapsed on a woman pinning her into the hole (pg. 45).
He stated that before leaving the village to go to the
north they burned all of the hootches (pgs. 44, 45).

(9) Other activity on the beach.

The witness stated that he recalled some
Vietnamese being sent up the beach from a U.S. boat
for questioning on the first day of their activity
(pg. 51). He said there were also four or five
Vietnamese National Police present who arrived by
helicopter and left before nightfall (pgs. 51, 52).
Fishermen that were sent in were interrogated by these
police (pgs. 49, 50). He did not see any of the interrogations,
because he remained on the beach watching the patrol boat
out in the water and he did not have communications with
the CP (pgs. 52,53). He was on the beach with a man named
GARCIA (pg.-53). He only recalled ore fishing boat coming
in to their area (pg. 55). He felt that the Vietnamese
from the boat were only in the area for approximately
30 minutes (pg. 54).

(10) ©Night laager position.

The witness recalled C-rations being flown in
and laagering on the beach for the evening (pg. 49). He
was on the perimeter along with GARCIA and a newcomer whose
‘name he did not recall (pgs. 53,54).

b. Activities on 17 March.

The witness stated that the next morning, on
17 March, he thought they were to meet up with the rest
of the company and went back down the trail in a southerly
direction toward the bridge they had crossed the previous
day (pg. 55). He was towards the end of the platoon.
He thought they received some fire from a bank located to
his left (pg. 55). He stated he fired one or two shots.
The sniper fire pinned them down,but he did not recall re-
turning any fire which amounted to anything. TAYLOR and the
point men were ahead checking the trail for boobytraps
(pg. 56). TAYLOR hit a mine with his rifle near the bridge
and his foot was blown off (pg. 56). A helicopter came in
to medevac him and it received some fire from the same bank
({pg. 56). He did not see TAYLOR when the mine went off
but saw him after when he was wrapped in a poncho and being
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loaded onto the helicopter. After TAYLOR was wounded,

the company immediately proceeded to cross the bridge

(pgs. 57, 58). They returned to the village they had

swept the previous day and went through it in line on a
resweep {(pg. 56). Two helicopters came in and began firing
into the village from behind the company (pg. 59). He
stated he could hear the "popping over our heads" (pg. 59).
Three bodies that he had seen the previous day were gone
from the trail (pgs. 59, 60). As they moved south into
other villages they did not run into any more Vietnamese.
They proceeded along a trial which took them down into the
South China Sea (pg. 61). While proceeding down the

trail they came across a number of hootches which they
burned (pgs. 61, 62,66). When they reached the beach they
remained there awhile and then retracked in a northerly
direction for their evening laager (pg. 62). The witness
did not know if they returned again to the village which
they had destroyed on 16 March,nor did he recall the location
of the bridge to their night laager position. That evening
he stated they had hot chow,but he did not recall if they
were issued equipment and ammunition (pg. 63). He did recall
that they were brought some fragmentary grenades (pg. 63).
The witness pointed out that the morale went down that

day because TAYLOR was wounded and as TAYLOR was medevac'd
he yelled "kill them, kill them" (pg. 67). That evening
with all platoons present they formed a company size
perimeter and he did not recall anything unusual happening
(pg. 68).

c. Activities on 18 March 1968.

The following morning, on 18 March, they continued
moving in a northerly direction going through the village
that they had burned on 16 March and continuing through it
running into more villages. (pgs. 68,69). He stated that
the villages were better up north and they ran into a
large number of people, mostly women, children, and old men
(pg. 69). They gathered all of the people from the villages
and put them on the beach (pg. 69). The witness did not
recall anything unusual happening that day, nor did he recall
any helicopters coming in (pg. 69). He did state that
the squads and platoons were sent out on probes into the
villages to the north and so he was separated from the
company for most o the day (pg. 69). Somewhere between
1530 and 1630 hours, he rejoined the company and set up
another nignt perimeter (pg. 70). THe people that had been
rounded up were still presentr and he did not recall anyone
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receiving any medical treatment (pg. 70). He stated a
helicopter could have come in,but he was separated from

the beach area for most of the day (pg. 71). They dug into
the area and he believed he started pulling guard somewhere
around 1900 hours (pg. 74). At approximately 0215 they

were hit with mortar fire which killed MILUS and wounded both
Sergeant RUSHIN and MILLSABS from his squad (pg. 75). Sometime
during the evening he heard screaming on the beach and

he also heard some firing (pg. 75). The wounded men were
medevac'd by helicopters which had gunship escorts.

d. Activities on 19 March.

The witness stated that the day following the
mortar attack they were lifted back to LZ Uptight
(pg. 79). Their operations over the next few months
were standard and followed the normal procedure (pg. 79).

4, INQUIRIES CONCERNING THE ASSAULT.

The witness had no knowledge of investigations or
inquiries concerning the operation that they had been on
(pg. 79). He was not asked any questions nor was anyone
that he knew (pg. 79). He did not recall anyone telling
them not to say anything about it or to keep it quiet
(pgs. 80, 82).

5. OTHER INFORMATION.

a. Prior to his appearance before the board the
witness stated that he and Sergeant RUSHIN had encountered
each other in the airport on their way to Washington, had
flown up together,and had shared a room the previous evening
(pg. 18). They discussed some of the operation trying to pin-
point some facts but they did not go into any detail (pg. 18).

b. The witness described Captain MICHLES as being
"a man of a military mind", who went according to the book -

(pg. 35). He felt that MICHLES was always pleasant, was

a go-getter, and was "a decent man” (pg. 35). He pointed
out that MICHLES would not go along with molesting women
(pg. 35). He also stated that MICHLES was mindful of

the Vietnamese and would send them in if they were wounded
(pg. 77). He stated that MICHLES would make sure that any

suspects were treated correctly (pgs. 77, 78).

c. The witness did not know of any abuse of marijuana
in the company but stated that TAYLOR did have a packet
of something which TAYLOR described as marijuana (pg. 82).

(HALL) 8 SUM APP T-240

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

HOOTON, according to the witness, kept telling TAYLOR that
it was nothing but old tobacco (pg. 82). He did not see
any problem in the company of people using marijuana (pg.82).

d. The witness stated that he did not have a camera
with him on the operation and he could not recall the names

of anyone else in the unit who may have had one (pgs. 82,
83).

e. The witness stated that C/1/20 could have been
in the area on 16 March, because the witness stated that
there was another unit in the area doing the same thing

"that we were doing". He heard nothing further about the
activities of C Company (pgs. 83, 84).
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SUMMARY OF RECALL TESTIMONY

WITNESS: HALL, Homer C.

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 2 March 1970
PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon
WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A
COUNSEL: None

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: First Squad, First
Platoon, B/4/3.

1. MARKING OF LOCATIONS ON EXHIBIT P-234.

The witness was recalled and told what had been
learned about activities on 16 through 19 March
(pgs. 86-89). As a result of his testimony markings
were made on Exhibit P-234 indicating: the area covered
py the first squad along the trail at approximately 0930
hours; the location of MILUS' M-60 firing which covered
the village at 0930 hours; the location of 10 to 15 hootches
in the village; where the platoon rounded up 20 to 25 women
and children at about 1500 hours; the location of a well-
puilt bunker that TAYLOR helped an old man out of; the
location of the area that the point team was withdrawn from
prior to the M-60 fire; and delineation of the willage by
a dotted line (pg. 121).

2, ADDITIONAL INFORMATION ON THE ACTIVITIES OF 16 MARCH.

a. Members of his squad.

The witness agreed that LIAS, HALL, GARCIA,
MICHENER, MILUS, STRACHAN, and JONES were in his squad
that day (pg. 104). This included MILUS and STRACHAN
because they were machinegun personnel attached to the
squad (pg. 104). He pointed out that normally they would
keep 10 meters between each man, so that it would mean that
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from the machinegun location to the rear of the squad
was a distance of 70 to 80 meters, indicating that a
number of the squad would not have yet come around the
bend when the machinegun was fired (pgs. 104, 105).

' b. Description of trails in the village.

The witness indicated that the trail that went
south from the fork after the bridge, ran 30 yards from
- the water (pgs. 92, 93). He also stated that the trail
which ran to the north from the fork ran quite a distance,
close to the water and was possibly overrun by the river
at that time (pg. 94). He stated that the bridge was
approximately 100 to 150 meters from the village. The
hootches were located to the left and right and he
indicated that the trail ran through the middle of the
village (pg. 95).

c. The location and firing of the machinegun.

The witness stated that after coming off
the bridge and making a rightv*hand turn towards the
village, the machinegun was deployed and began firing

upon tne entire village (pg. 102). He located the
machinegun on Exhibit P-234. The platoon was located
in back of the machinegun (pg. 103). He was the second

or third man in his squad, and had already made the turn

in the bend of the trail (pg. 103). The M-60 belonged

to MILUS (pg. 106). He stated that the point men consisting
of TAYLOR and TITTLE had already gone into the village

and checked out one a two of the hootches and were then
called back before the machineguns started to fire (pgs. 106,
107). He stated it could have been the lieutenant that
called them back because he felt that the lieutenant was
trying to keep.the platoon together in a coordinated movement
and the point team had gotten too far ahead of the platoon
{pg. 107). The M-60 fire covered the entire area they

were to enter, firing through a medium growtn of vegetation
(pg. 107). The banana trees blocked the witness' observation
of the village (pg. 108). He could see five or six of the
hootches but the machinegunner, being ahead of him, would
have been able to see more (pg. 108).
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d. People in the village.

The witness stated that even before they crossed
the bridge they could see movements in the village, although
they could not tell whether the people were male or female
(pg. 110). After the machinegun fired from 10 to 20 minutes,
along with some small arms fire, they entered the village and
he stated that he saw two bodies and possibly a third
trapped in a bunker (pgs. 110, 111). He stated that possibly
they passed their grenades forward to the squad which was
further into the village to assist them in destroying bunkers
(pg. 111). During the firing the witness said he saw
"a lot of people" moving throughout the village (pg. 113).
He also described the four women standing on a ridge, but
stated he did not see them again, and possibly they were
rounded up with the rest of the people in the village
(pgs. 113, 114). When they entered the village he said
that some people were seated in their hootches while others
were moving down the beach from the south (pgs. 114, 115).
He saw TAYLOR help an old man from a bunker (pg. 115).
He stated that the 15 to 22 people who were rounded up
were found either in hootches or in bunkers (pg. 115).

e. Use of a woman as a guide for the point team.

The witness stated that he did not hear of any
rapes in the village, but he did indicate that he saw the
woman named Bay, who had reported she had been raped twice
(pgs. 118, 119). He did not recall her wearing a pith
helmet but did recall that she had "little old flip flops"
on her feet (pg. 119). These shoes stood out because
primarily the Vietnamese went barefooted (pg. 120). This
was the woman that led the point (pg. 119). He did not
recall seeing her at a later time with the ARVN soldiers

(pg. 119).
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(The hearing reconvened at 1049 hours,
26 January 1970.)

COL WILSON: The hearing will come to ordexr

RCDR: The following named persons are present: COL WILSON,
MR WALSH, and LTC NOLL.

The next witness will be Mr. Homer C. HALL.

(MR HALL was called as a witness, was sworn, and
he testified as follows:)

Please state your full name, occupation, and resi-
dence. ' :

WIT: My name is Homer C. HALL. I live at 6678 South
Express Way, Jonesboro, Georgia. I am a truck driver with
Harper Motor Lines. -

CCL WILSCN: Mr. HALL, the Peers Inquiiy was directed jointly
by the Secretary of the Army and the Chief of Staff of the
Army for the purposes of determining certain facts and making
findings and recommendation concerning the incident which is
referred to as the My Lai (4) incident of March 1968.

In conducting his investigation General PEERS de-
termined it was necessary to have a complete insight into the
operations, both ground and air, of B/4/3 during the period
156, 17, 18, and 19 March 1968. Therefore, he appointed
Interview Team C, which we are, to develop an insight into
the operations conducted by B Company during this time frame.

Your testimony-will be taken under oath. A ver-
batim transcript will be prepared. A tape recording is being
made in addition to the verbatim notes being taken by the re-
porter.

The general classification of our report will be
confidential, but it's possible that your testimony or parts
of it may later become a matter of public knowledge.

During the interview the board will follow a
chronological sequence of questions. The first questions will
concern training that you received prior to and on arrival
in the Republic of Vietnam. The second series of guestions
will be concerned with the briefing given prior to the com-
bat assault operation on the 16th through the 19th of March,
1968. The third series of guestions will be concerned with

(HALL) 1 ' APP T-240

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

the combat assault and what happened on 16, 17, 18, and 19
March. The final guestion will be concerned with any know-
ledge you may have on inquiries or investigations which may
have been conducted in Vietnam after this operation.

Do you have any questlons7

Let me go a llttle further. General PEERS and
other members of his board may come in here at any time to
ask you questions.

There are three members on this interview team here.
Mr. WALSH is a civilian attorney who has been designated to
assist General PEERS in this investigation by the Secretary
of the Army. Lieutenant Colonel NOLL and I are app01nted mem—
bers. We three have authority to ask questions.

Dc you have any questions?

A, No, sir. I don't have any questions.
Q. We carry you as being from Calhoun, Georgia.
A. That's right. That was the address when I was

in the Army, and I lived there about 8 months after I came
out. I moved to Atlanta on the 2nd of June of 1969 due to
working conditicns. I had a trailer, sc I came down and
got a job and moved my trailer.

Q. What was your duty a351qnment on 15, le, 17, 18,
and 19 March 196137

A. Let me start off in this way. I was called about
this, and I was told in the telegram to contact here in Wash-—
ington a Specialist MACHUSICK. When I did, he said it was
about the Peers Inquiry about the My Lai massacre, and he said
you have been hearing about that from time to time. I said

I caught it on the news, and I said I never heard of the place.
That was on the first phone call around 9:30 when I was at
Harper Motor Lines. That was all that I told him, and he
said, "Can you call me back around noontime?" I said yes,

I will. I did, and we had talked in the conversation about

a Lieutenant CALLEY. I said I didn't remember the name as

far as even physically meeting him or seeing him. I really
don't recall him. A lot of things I had forgotten only be-
cause, you know, you go through things that you would like

to forget. I got to doing some thinking after the first
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phone call. When I called him back the second time--I do
recollect a Lieutenant CALLEY, but again, I.don't remember

if I ever met him or not.

Q. Mr. HALL, we are not concerned with Lieutenant
CALLEY in this part of the investigation.

A. Well, what I'm trying to do is bring around my
rememberance of being in this specific place. I said the
only thlng that--MACHUSICK said we have the facts here
concerning this and this My Lai, and I told him again I do
remember a Pinkville area. He said that is the place he
was talking about, and then I started to remember.

What I'm trying to do is bring it around about
the operations, see. A lot of things you forget and then
remember again. So the only thing that I know of that we
did, I think, was going to CA--

Q. (Interposing) Wait a minute. Let me get you
back into the sequence of questions so I can hold you to that
if possible.

The main thing I'm interested in now is what was
your duty assignment at that time?

A. . Well, I believe it was a search and destroy mission.

Q. What were you? Were you in squad, platoon, head-
quarters, or what?

A, _ Yes, I was in the first sqguad of the lst Platoon.
Q. First Platoon?

A, Yes, sir.

Q. Who was your squad leader?

A. It was a Sergeant LIAS.

Q. " Were you with the brigade in B Company in Hawaii?
A. Right.

Q. You went over with the compeny ?

A, Right,.sir.
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Q. How long had you been with the company when you
were in Hawaii?

A. Six months exactly.

Q. Six months?

A. Right.

Q. ' And then you departed in December for Vietnam?
A, Right.

Q. Were you in the same aséignment that 6 months,
same squad?

A. No, because I went through--we had our AIT train-
ing there. I was just out of basic training in Benning, and
there were a bunch of men who helped form the brigade. I don't
remember exactly; it could have been the 2d or 3d Platoon.
Our sergeant was a Sergeant MANENDEZ (phonetically) while
there. I think we went through this basic training for about
7 weeks, and then I was placed in the 1st Platoon. I had a
Lieutenant COCHRAN and a Sergeant WILLIAMS as platoon leaders
when I was there in Hawaii, and he was--Sergeant WILLIAMS was
the one who-~well, they placed him in the 3d Platoon. That
is about all I recollect there, but I was placed in the 1lst
Platoon. I don't remember the lieutenant's name who was our
platoon leader.

Q. Ydﬁ took your AIT in Hawaii?
A, Yes, sir.
Q. You didn't take it with the 11lth Brigade?
A. Yes, I was in the 1lth Brigade.
Q. They did give you Advanced Individual Training?
A, Yes. This is the time they brought some of the

DI's over to give us what you might say the touch-ups on
this kind of a special thing.

Q. Were you given any specific training on the methods
of handling prisoners of war and VC suspects and noncombatants?
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A. Yes. That, of course, was in this advanced train-
ing in Hawaii. We had the training, well, like toward the
latter part of the training. This is when the other DI's
were brought in from the States to give us the tnuch-ups. We
had escape and evasion and things of that nature: training
that we had by handling the PW's and so on.

Q. Did these drill instructors train you on any par-
ticular subject, or were they training you on tactical sub-
jects or what?

A, Yes, how to maneuver with a squad, learn your ele-
ments, you know. For instance, if you break it down into two
different type groups that are in a squad, like a rifle squad
and so on, and what position a squad leader may play in a
squad, and soO on.

Q. Did you attend the combat leadership course?

A, I don't remember if I did or not. I had just been
a private there. I had assumed it was all the same type of
training. They would give you demonstrations, and that is
‘about what was mandatory as far as I was concerned.

Q. What were you told about handling noncombatants?

A. Yqu'are speaking about the PW's?

Q. These could be VC suspects or a group of civilians.
Not PW's. ’

A. Well, we were taught to always handle them with

respect in a way. You were not just to knock them around or
anything like that. If we felt like they were suspected of
something, we would more or less apprehend them in a way of
gentleness and take them to someone or have someone come to
us if we would be in that type of operation. Then they
would interrogate them that way. That seemed like the
procedure they carried out. :

Q. Was that the procedure you were instructed in or
the procedure that was carried out?

A, It was instructed in that way.

Q. I want to show you Exhibit M-2 entitled, "Nine Rules,”
a facsimile of a MACV card. Have you ever seen that card?
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A, (Looking at card) Yes, sir. They are familiar.
Q. Did you have one of those cards?

A. Yes, sir. I believe I did.

Q. Where did you get it?

A. I can't remember if it was given to us there in

Hawaii or while we were en route on the ship.

Q. Were they passed out?

A. Well, I believe that is how I obtained mine. We
all had one there in the unit, and, therefore, I assumed
that we were all given one.

Q. | Do you by chance have that card now?

A, I may have it in my own personal belongings at home,
but I don't have it on me.

Q. If you do have that card, would you mail that into

us?
A. If I do, yes, sir, I will.
Q. We'll give you an envelope with our address on it

where it is to come, and just indicate that the card was in
your possession. If we don't, we won't expect to hear from
you, but in case you do have it, do send it.

This is the second exhibit, M-3, entitled, "The
Enemy In Your Hands," another facsimile. Have you seen that
card?

A. (Looking at card) Yes, sir. I have seen it.

Q. Did you have one?

A. I believe I did; yes.

Q. Once again, if you have that card we'd appreciate

getting it from you. We will mail it back to you if you
want it back. We are just trying to find out how many people
might still have these cards in their possession.

A, Right.
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Q. Do you remember if this card was issued at the
same time the other one was, or was it issued?

A, . Well, they are pretty much on the same thlng.

I believe they were.

Q. Do you ever remember attending a lecture on the
Geneva Convention?

A, Yes. We went through that tralnlng there before
we were in Hawaii.

Q. Did you get a card for that?

A. Yes.

Q. Was this card given to you at the class, or was it

given to you later?

A. I believe it was given to us at the class while
we were in Hawaii.

Q. Was anything ever covered in any of these classes
about reporting the mistreatment of VC suspects, prisoners,
or noncombatants?

A, Well, instructions were given that we--it's just
that the cards that were given out were pretty much on the
same level. That is about the best way I could answer that.

Q. You don't remember anythlng specific being taken
up in the class?

A. No, other than what those cards said. They are
pretty much in the same category.

Q. Let's get to the briefing. Have you gotten this
period fixed in your mind, the 3 or 4- day operation
in the Pinkville area?

A. I believe I remember a 17 March.

Q. " Do you remember a Lieutenant COCHRAN?

A, Do I remember him? Yes.

Q. Do you remember when he was killed?

A, Yes, I do.
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A, Right. They would always have--we would know by
the night before if we were going on an operation and the
squad leaders and sometimes the team leaders would be called
into the CP--and Lieutenant WILLINGHAM, I believe we had him
at that time--and we were briefed that night, what we were
going to do on this particular operation, where we were going.

Q. Did Lieutenant WILLINGHAM brief you also?

A. Yes, I believe he did the next day. I'm sorry
that I cannot be so thorcugh about this. That was usually
the way they could carry out a night prior to the operations.
You know, the next day they would call in the squad leaders
and tell us what we were going to be doing the next day. We
were briefed every time we went out. We didn't know what we
were going to do and where we were going. '

Q. I'm trying to find out what the major part of
the briefing: where it was covered. How about your squad
leader, did he give you a briefing?

A. Right, this was Sergeant LIAS. When he would get
the information from the platoon leader, the lieutenant, he
would come back to our bunkers and let us know what was to
take place. '

Q. From the way you described it, you were briefed by
three different people?

A. Yes, I guess that is about right..

Q. Do you know which briefed you first, second, and
thira?

A, It was Sergeanﬁ LIAS. It began with our squad
leader. :

Q. He was the first one?

A, Right.

Q. " And the platoon leader? -

A, Yes, we would get the platoon together the next

day to move off of the hill, maybe, into the LZ. He would
talk with us and let us know what would be going on.

Q. Where did the company commander fit in there?
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A, We got all of the platoons down together at the
LZ, and then he would, of course, more or less repeat the

same thing. The usual procedure: when the CO would get to
the lieutenant, then it would come on right down the 1line.

Q. You heard this operation discussed from three
different people over a period of 24 hours?

A, _ Yes.

Q. When the captain briefed you, was the whole com-
pany there? All three platoons at the LZ?

A. Yes. We were all there waiting for the choppers.

Q. Is the company commander's briefing much more
than "Good luck. Let's do a good job," or did he go into
detail at this particular time?

A. No, he didn't go into detail like that.

Q. Where did you get the majorlty of your understand-
ing of what this operation was going to be about? Did you get
it from Sergeant LIAS or Lieutenant WILLINGHAM or Captain '
MICHLES?

A. It was mostly from the squad leader. He was
briefed thoroughly, and he would come to us at night and
get the squad together and then tell us what we were going
to do. :

Q- Did he use a map?
A. Yes.
Q. You described these briefings as being in two or

three different locations. The one was at the squad leader's
briefing. Where was this? Was this in a bunker?

A, Yes.

Q. The platoon leader's briefing, that was down at the
pickup zone?

A. We would also get the platoon organized there. This
was not always a procedure with any lieutenant because he knew
he had already told his squad leaders what to tell the squad.,
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He would say more about it as we would get there together
to move down to the LZ, and he would always kind of lead
his platoon down there to wait for the chopper to come in--

Q. (Interposing) And the company commander would be
there at the LZ for anything that you might say?

A. Yes. He was there. We got there before him and
he would come thereafter. We were all there.

Q. What instructions were given regarding the des-
truction of villages, the burning of hootches, and so forth?

A, Well, we were to leave nothing standing, because
we were pretty sure that this was a confirmed VC village.
Then, this type of operation, some of the guys in the company
said you don't leave anything standing there. So I guess
that can best answer your question that way.

Q. Wers burning instructions given? Who was to do
the burning? Was there a certain squad in your platoon, or
was everybody supposed to do it? Was this covered in detail?

A. No, no, it was not.

Did you phrase that as different -jobs each one
might have had?

Q. Yes.

A. No, nothing like that, other than we were not to
leave. anything standing. We were sure this was a VC village,
and if I can restate again, Captain MICHLES always told us

to give warning shots. They are always a suspect if they
start running across a field, and we were always reminded to
fire & warning shot. If they didn't stop, of course, they
would be shot down. :

Q. On the gquestions of burning the hootches and stuff
like this, it was instructed that these villages were to be
destroyed, leveled, leave nothing standing. What about
foodstocks?

A, You mean their food?
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Q. Yes.

A, Well, we always gathered it up and put it on a
pile, and then they would come in and get it and take it
out. Never a lot of food did we destroy at all. The food
was gotten together and then sent in on a chopper.

Q. " What about livestock?
A, No, we didn't--
Q. (Interposing) 'No instructions on this? I'm

talking about what you were briefed on, not what occurred.
Were you briefed on the destruction of livestock or the
destruction of foodstock?

A, It was not mentioned.

Q. . You just used normal procedure?

A. Right

Q. Am I to understand that the instructions for lev-

eling the villages was other than normal procedure for B
Company?

A, . Yes.

Q. Did you ever have the instructions before or af-
ter that operation again? I mean this type of instructions
where you would level the village?

A, I don't know exactly what you mean.

Q. You said that no village was to be left standing
in this area, as I recall, and you said this was not normal
procedure for B Company. I wondered if you had ever heard
such instructions being given for any other operation?

A, No. When I begin to think about that particular
Pinkville area on that operation, actually, we had never

been on a mission like that before. All I know is, with us,
we had heard this was a search and destroy mission. It was
different, you know. And, of course, you know, you never
realize what is going to havppen. Now, this is my own thoughts
here. When you hear something like this given, that this was
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the type of search and destroy mission, I thought within
myself, anything can happen. We are going to see all kinds
of VC in there, and the first shot we were just going to go
in there and just use our own judgment. We were instructed
by Captain MICHLES not to, what you might say, shoot down
anybody. I never did go along with that myself. I never
could do that.

Q. You said that you never received this type of
mission before. I want to clarify this. Are you talking
about the area you went into, or are you talking about the
mission itself that you went on, that you had never done
before? Are you talking about you had not operated in the
Pinkville area?

A, . No, we had.

Q. You are talking about the mission assignment,

that you had never had a mission assignment like this before,
is that what it is? "Mission" is the word you used. Then
when you used the word mission, were you talking about search
and destroy?

A. Yes, sir.’

Q. Did you ever get a search and destroy mission
after March of 19682

A, I don't recall any, no.
Q. Were there any special instructions other than
normal operational procedure which were given concerning

the disposition of the inhabitants of these area during this
cperation?

A, Well, any suspects, and I use the word "suspect,
we always was to apprehend them, and then we would wait for
instructions from the CO, whether he wanted to get him in-

terrogated or something like that.

Q. " This is normal procedure now, or is this special
procedures for this operation?

A, This was just normal.

Q. Was there anything other than normal procedures?
Any instructions concerning the natives of this area other
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than your normal procedure of gathering them together for
interrogation, picking out suspects, and so forth?

A. No, because the only thing I had already fixed in
my mind this was VC. Like I said, I expected to be hit with
everything they had because I believe we had received some
fire as we were CA'ing in, and when we hit the ground we
didn't know what was going to take place. Even our point
man had a grenade threw at him by one, and when he hollered
that it was a grenade, we kind of ducked, and we did receive
some fire from this little bridge right up there from the
village—-- -

Q. (Interposing) You are getting ahead of me. Let
me finish. We are still on the briefing. We are going to
get to that. What you just stated was going to be a .question
regarding your psychological attitude before you went

in the next morning and how was this developed in your

mind, that you were going into an area that was heavy

VC controlled or VC dominated or just VC. What did

you expect to hit there? You thought you were going to hit

a very sizeable force?

A. Right.

Q. Why did you think that this area--or what put this
in your mind? Was this from a briefing or previous operation
or from something somebody said? How did you think this

was going to be a very critical operation from the enemy
standpoint?

A, ‘ - Well, from the briefing.
Q. From the briefing?
‘A. From the instructions itself, the briefing. From

what we were told, this was a suspected VC place. In other
words, he seemed to emphasize--

Q. (Interposing) Who?

A, The CO. This was a sure thing, you know. Now,
whether you have got civilians or suspects or what, that was
beyond my personal knowing. I didn't know, because you had
been told these things, and, of course, we had to engage in
.anything. There seemed to be a little more emphasis or a
type of getting it over to us that this was a little bit
different this time. This was a sure thing.
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Q. As far as you were concerned as an individual,
did you have any different—-were you a little more concerned
about this operation than you would normally have been on
other operations that you participated in?

A. - Yes. I guess more or less I was. I would have
to refer back to the emphasis placed on this particular op-
eration. Like I said, we had done operations before in the
Pinkville area, and every time we went in we would always
get a bunch of men blew up or a leg blowed off by these

" booby traps. Actually, the best way I can describe that,
every time the Pinkville area was mentioned I began to shake
in my boots because that is a place nobody liked to go, and
I will tell anybody that.

Q. You really didn't have to have much of a briefing
on that area, from your background, from what you knew about
it?

A, That's right.

Q. Do you recall the squad's disposition of your pla-
toon? What did Sergeant LIAS tell you about which squad was
going to do what? Was there anything stated on this basis?

A. Well, we were kind of paired off. We had what
you might say an area on the map showing, like the 1lst Pla-
toon will be in this area, and then maybe the 2d Platoon,
they gonna go in this area, CP group and all that. I think
usually the headquarters group, they went mostly with the

3d Platoon. Well, the best I can remember, they spent quite
a bit of time with the 3d Platoon because they had the LZ

to secure also. All I know is their platoon was sent off in

so many directions. Doeg that answer your question?
Q. Yes, your platoon went off by itself. What about
the sguads? Were any special instructions given to the sgquads

in the platoon?

A. Our scuad was told te take point. Actually, we
had three men. Of course, this may be getting into some-
thing a little deeper that you didn't want to hear about.
Q. No, I'm not trying to give you the impression

that I don't want to hear about anything you know. I was
just trying to keep it in sequence, that is all.
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A. Right. All I know is that I believe it was the
first squad that was chosen to take point. Actually, we had
three real good men that volunteered to become what we called
the point squad. :

Q. Yes.

A, And then whosever squad was designated, you know,
to follow up, something like that.

Q. All right. ©Now what we are going to do now. Mr,
HALL, is to brief you on what we know from the task force
standpoint.

A, That's what I've been wanting to hear when I got
here.

Q. Okay.

A. I was not told that by this specialist named

MACHUSICK. There's a lot of things I don't even remember,

Q. Well, we're going to brief you from the standpoint
of the task force and then show you an aerial photograph of
the area that you operated in and tell you what we know up to
a certain point, not so much from the B Company standpoint,
but from the task force standpoint: when things happened and
so forth, and this primarily is concerned with the first

day. Then Mr. WALSH, who has been over there recently, will
take a photograph and brief you on that, bring your mind

back to this particular area, and you can ask any questions
in the meantime. Then we'll get into some detailed questions
on what you recall during those operations. Okay?

A, Right. I wonder if I can ask a question?
Q. Yes, go ahead?
A. I was wondering if I was going to be interviewed

again with some other--I just wondered?

0. You mean today?

A. Yeah, after I get through with this--

Q. (Interposing) It's quite poésible, but~--
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A, (Interposing) Well, see, they just give me a
badge down the hall there. I was just wondering.

Q. What kind of badge do you mean?

A. This is the bédgé, I reckon you are supposed to
go through that door down there?

Q. Ch, well, that's just to get you in there--

A, (Interposing) I was wondering what it was all
about? ‘

Q. No, that's where our witness section is, and they

may have some proce551ng for you to do before you leave.
This may be concerning your orders or flnan01ng or various
thlngs like that. You may have to go in there--may not.

That is possibly the reason they gave you that badge, or
you may have to go in there for othexr reasons. We don't
know. It's not anticipated that you would have to go before
. another group today.

A, N That's what I was thinking.

Q. Of course, scmetime in the future this could be.
You know, you never can tell. There are three different
groups investigating this thing. Have you got any other
questions?

A, No, I am a little tensed up.

Q. : Well, don't be that way. Have you been questioned
on this by anybody'> -
A. No, sir.

Q. Have you discussed this with anybody who was in

the company?
A. Now, what do you mean "“"discussed"?
Q. Well, have you sat down in a bull session with

anybody that was in B Company during this period and talked
about this thing?
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A. -You mean recently?

Q. Yes. |

A. No. No, I haven't. Me and Sergeant RUSHIN were
just trying to pinpoint some of these things.

Q. You all came up on the same aircraft, didn't you?
A, Right. He just happened to walk in the airport

and I was there. 1It's been a long time since I seen him
because he was a platoon sergeant for quite a while. He
was a likeable fellow, and we rode together. In fact, we
had a room together last night.

Q. You all discussed this then, some?

A, Well, some. We didn't go into any details, be-
cause like I say, I was just depending on you to refresh my
memory. Like I say, a lot of things I just wanted to forget.

Q. -Yes, all right. Let's start w1th the gquestion of
whether or not you received any fire prior to landing on the
landing zone as you came in?

A. I believe they did--the first chopper that went
in. I heard some fire. ©Now, I don't know whether we'd re-
ceived it, or it might have been our choppers firing. A lot
of times, before a CA, the choppers would clear the way,
fire into the wood line and so on. I've seen that quite a
bit, and possibly that's where the fire came from. I think -
I do remember hearing some fire.

Q. Were you on the first or the second 1lift?

A. _Probably the second. I know it wasn't the first.
Q. Were your doorgunners firing when you went in?

A. Well, T heard some firing.

0. You don’t remember whether it was coming from the

alrcraft or not?

A. Not the aircraft that I was in, no I couldn't--
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Q. (Interposing) Was anyone firing when they left
the aircraft that you saw?

A. No.

Q. What were the gunshlps doing at the time that
you got off the helicopter? Were they firing anywhere? Did
you see any gunships by the time you landed?

A, Well, they were the air security. They were
flying around, and, well, they were making a pretty wide
circle in the air there, and I think they might have been
doing some firing. I believe they were. We heard it at a
distance. Them being up there and all of that going on, °
that is what built the fear up inside of you, possibility
of that being a VC village. That is why we were so tensed
up and scared about this thing.

e

Q. How long did you remain on the LZ.before your
platoon moved out? : :

A, You are talking about when we were lifted from--
Q. (Interposing) Yes, on the LZ in the objéctive

area, down near Pinkville. How long did you stay there un-
til you moved out? '

A, You are talking about'Uptight?

Q. No, down here.

A. Where we CA'd in?

Q. Right. |

A, We stayed there about, after we landed, we were

there about 10 minutes, possibly, because we had to, you
know, we already had our instructions of which way we were
going to take the lead. That is just a vague remembrance.

Q. '~ Did you see Lieutenant COCHRAN when he got killed?
A, Neo, I didn't.

Q. -Did you hear the explosion?

(HALL) | 19 APP T-240

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

A. YeS. \

Q. Do you remember where you were when you heard
that explosion?

A. . Yes. We had just landed and there was a little
bank there. I guess it was no more than 50 feet from where
we CA'd in. We were walking down that trail and heard an
explosion and then learned that Lieutenant COCHRAN had been
killed and a couple of other guys messed up.

Q. You were walking down the trail?

A. ' Yes, I believe we were already on that trail that
led into the village, and we came to a little old type of a
house right there. We were trying to get to this particular
trail.

Q. Do you remember passing under a gate that went
up over the road? I believe it had some kind of writing on
it.

A, I can't be sure. We might have. I don't remem-
ber. :
Q. You don't remember?
k'A. No.
Q. Do you remember how far from the bridge you were

when you heard this explosion?

A, I don't know. It was 300 or 400 feet, a pretty
good ways.

Q. Did you hear another explosion a few minutes
later?

A. I don't remember if I did or not.

Q. Did you know that another group was wounded by a

mine or a booby trap a few minutes after Lieutenant COCHRAN?
A. Yes, I do remember that.

Q. I was trying to figure out when you hit the bridge.
Was the first sguad the lead squad from the platoon, aside
from the point?
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A. Yes, I believe we were.
Q. As you approached the bridge what happened?
A. Well, before we approached it, there was a little

old house there, I don't know how far it was from the trail,
but we heard our point man holler, "A grenade," and, well, I
guess it was supposed to be a VC that threw it. They said
they had seen him when he threw the grenade, but it never
did detonate. I believe they did some firing on him, but I
don't believe they hit anything. They did see him when he
threw it, but like I say, it never did detonate. We con-
tinued to pursue on. We were headed toward that bridge.

Q. Did you see the point when they hollered this
grenade was thrown? Were they in your vision?

A. Yes, I seen one of the men when he jumped to the
side. It was Sergeant TITTLE. I believe he was one of the
point elements there, him and TAYLOR and another young guy .
I don't remember what his name was.

Q. HOOTON?
A. Yes, HOOTON was one of them.. That would make four.
MR WALSH: Was it NEEDLE?

A, I don't know 1f it was NEEDLE. I thought his
name was Sergeant TITTLE. I don't remember a NEEDLE. We
had only four: HOOTON, TITTLE, and TAYLOR and this other
young guy going back for his second time. He got with our
company before we deployed out of Hawaii.

COL WILSON: When this firing started down here, you could
see it? After this grenade was thrown, you said they re-
turned fire to try to hit the guy who threw the grenade.

A, I didn't see anything.
Q. - You didn't see the firing?
A. They did return fire toward the direction which

the grenade came.

Q. How far from the bridge were they when this gre-
nade was thrown?
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A. Well, I don't know. I don't know if I could
even--I would say about 200 or 300 feet, I guess. S

. Q. Was the individual that threw the grenade on the
western side or eastern side of the bridge?
A. He was on the same side we was on.
Q. Did you ever see this guy again? Which way did

he run? Did anybody find out what happened to him?

A, ' We never did know. We just pursued, you know,
toward the bridge. , : :

Q. When the point started firing, what was the action
of the first squad? What did they do?

A. We all hit the ground after hollering "Grenade," and
one of the point men, or all of them, did return the fire on
him. When the grenade didn't detonate we just, more or less,
you know, kind of scattered a little bit. We didn't go into
any great thing about it, and we continued very slowly. Of
course, the lieutenant wanted to know what happened, and we
said that a grenade was thrown at us. So we got the word to
go ahead and move on.

0. Did you hear any sniper fire coming from either
that area where the grenade was thrown or from the other
side of the bridge? Was there any other firing?

A, | I didn‘t hear any.

Q. All bf the firing was from the point?

A. Right. |

Q. Did you have any knowledge of some mortar rounds

being fired in there?

A, Ne.

Q. What happened as you moved toward the bridge, as
‘you again approached the bridge? Did you stop any more, or

did you just advance over the bridge?

A. We just went ahead toward the bridge, and we went
on over the bridge and then into the village.
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Q. What village?

A. Well, can I show you this?.

Q. Yes. This i Exhibit P-185 (coastal photo of Son
My area) .

A, It would be right here. We came right on over.

It was along the bridge, across a body of water there (indi-
cating). As we came across the bridge we didn't receive any
fire at all from the village. That grenade is the only thing
that got us upset and made us more cautious, so we went a-
cross the bridge. The bridge seemed to turn this way (indi-
cating) into a small village.

Q. The‘road did, or the bridge?
A, No, not the bridge. The bridge came to an end.

There seemed to be a bunch of trails over there, and it kind
of turned right here (indicating).

Q. It turned south?

A. Yes, this away (indicating).

Q. It turned south, and where did that traii go?

Did it go into a village?

A. It went‘into a village.

Q. How far from the bridge down the trail before you

got into the village?

A, I don't know, maybe 100 meters, 150 meters, some-
thing like that.

Q. One hundred to one hundred and fifty meters?
A, Something like that.
Q. This platoon was apparently over the bridge by

this time: the rest of the squad and so forth, the command
group? ' .

A, By the time we made this turn? Right. We were

all there. The lieutenant comes up and--of course, we moved
through the village in more or less a straight--
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Q. (Interposing) A column?
A, Right.
Q. You moved through the village, and did you say

the platoon leader came forward?

A. Yes, he was up there. We got there, crossed the
bridge and got right there, I guess you could say the out-
skirts of that village. We could see them. They were visi-
ble as you come over the bridge. You could see them across
the water there.

Q. See what, the village?

A. The village. You could see the hootches. We
didn't see any people at all until we got over there, and

I think just before you get into the first, second hootches
there, you can see the people that were the inhabitants of
the village there. We never even noticed them until we got
that close.

Q. You had already approached the village and were
in the village before you saw any people?

A. Right there at the outskirts. Right where you
could see the first vision of the hootch. We did begin to
see some people. They were small, and there was not many of
them.

Q. How many would you estimate?
A. Some of them were over there on the ocean. They

were back over here in the ocean. We found that out when we
went through the village. '

Q. How many did you see while you were there in this
location?

A. I don't know, a dozen, roughly.

Q. A dozen, and these people were in the village?

A. Yes, and they were women and children there. You

just spot one every once in a while getting water or something
like that.
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Q. They were not running?

A. The people?

Q. Yes.

A. No, I didn't notice anything like that.

Q. | None of them running? What were they doing, going

about their business?
A. Yes, just like nothing was taking place.

Q. They didn't seem to be concerned because you were
there, your platoon was there?

A, No, there was a kind of an excitement there be-
cause the people would kind of get in groups when troops
would move in like that. A lot of other villages we would
be in, it was more or less the same way. They just would
look at you and try to go on with their business and that
was about all there was to it, every time we went into a
village. I did notice that these people were kind of--when
you would come across that bridge, you had to go up an up-
grade here to the ocean,. and we did notice there was quite

a few women. There was maybe a dozen women there, and they
had hootches right there aside of the ocean. They were up
there, and I don't know what they were doing. I did notice
that. I did see four women bunched there in the group, and
we had been doing some shooting, you know, that I had already
said, shooting when the grenade was threw upon us, so it
would always terrify the people. They would always get
scared. Who wouldn't with people shooting and coming in
like that? They didn't know--I am not saying they were sym=—
pathizers or what. All I know is what we were instructed
before we left; that is about it.

Q. When you mentioned some shooting, were you talk-
ing about shooting other than the point?

A, No, just the point, when the grenade was threw.
Q. ~ When you got on the other side of the bridge, and
as you went into this village, did you see any bodies over

there?

A. ) NO.
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Q. You mentioned that this village was up on the
rise or below the rise?

A. The terrain was not what you call altogether level
because as you come across the bridge, it seemed to kind of
rise up just a little bit. You had your hootch right there
at the river, at the lake there, and it rose up a little

bit and then you have your ocean on this on the other side.

Q. Lieutenant WILLINGHAM came up. What happened
after that?

A. Well, we just moved on through the village.

Q. Which way?

A. Wé were still going south.

Q. South? This is north (indicating).

A, All right. We were still moving south.

Q. What was the purpose of moving through the village?
Was the village searched, or did you just move through it?

A. Yes, it was searched.

Q. | How w%s it being searched? What was the procedure

for searching the village?

A, - I don't know. I guess in every man's mind over
there--VC--you are going to think of a male or a man, and
you more or less look for the younger men, any kind of sus-
pects that we could find there. We would always try to get
men. We'd always say at a military age; that was the expres-
sion our CO used, Captain MICHLES. That is mostly what we
lookad for, but when we got into a village there was no one
there like that. There was only women, old women, middle-
aged women, and children.

Q. How did you search these? Was this done by squad
or platoon, or how did you search a village? How did you
search this wvillage?

A. We would go inside the hootches and look. Any
kind of bunkers would be checked out. Those four men were
real good. They would go into those foxholes or a hole
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there. You never knew if there was going to be booby traps
there or. not. It took a lot of courage to go into a place
like that, and these four people did things like that.

Q. Were the point men going into these bunkers?
Were they going in there?

A. Yes, they were going in.

Q. Were they searching them out?

A. Right.

Q. When this search was being conducted was this

- altogether the point doing this, or was the rest of the
platoon engaged in this search of that village?

A. Yes. There were some of our elements, men of
our squad, that was helping. I think we had four men up on
point, and they were all deing their job, going into these
bunkers. TAYLOR, he was always a morale builder to me. I
use the word crazy because he was just a likeable fellow to
be around. He was always saying something funny. He had
more nerve; maybe he was just crazy. He'd go to these bunk-
ers and these hootches. You know, he never could speak
Vietnamese but he would act like he was one of those people.
They thought he was crazy, I imagine. But that's mostly
what they would do. If they seen a hole, they'd go in and
check it out: hootch, anything like that. We all engaged
in that, the checking out of the hootches. Just go inside
and look around, turn up boards or lifting up boards to see
if we could find any bundles of food, stuff like that.

Q. What did you find, anything in particular in this
village? . '
A, No, it was just a whole lot of nothing there.

Q. Who did you work with in searching out the
hootches? : _

A, Me and a fellow by the name of GARCIA, Cresencio

GARCIA. He was in our squad also. He was one of my team
leaders, you see. He was a specialist there.

Q. Did you know a man named HOLMES?
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‘A. Yes.

Q. . Did you by any chance search with HOLMES, this
day? .
A. We probably did. We was pretty much all together.

Me and GARCIA, we was pretty close, HOLMES was, I remember
him.

Q. How about FERNANDEZ? Was he fairly close to you
or GARCIA?

A. Well, not particularly. He was the RTO for the
lieutenant. . :
Q. You believe the search you made that day was with

GARCIA? '
A. Yes.
Q. Was it normal for vou to break into pairs and

search these houses?

A. Well, with me it was. I never liked to be by my-

self and--
Q. (Interposing) Two or more?
A. Right. We always thought it was the best, you

know, to have a couple of men.

Q. ' How many hootches do you recall searching out in
this village that day?

A. It might be something like six, seven, or eight.
Q. Did you hear any firing while the search was being
conducted?

A. Yes.

Q. Where was the firing?

A. Well, our machinegunner, he was doing the firing.
Q. Was he firing into the village, or where was he
firing?
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A. Yes, he was firing into the village.

Q.' ' What was the target? What was he firing at?
A, Just anything that moved.

Q. No provocatioh? You said you didn't hear any

"enemy firing in this area?

A. No. That's what you meant by provocation, no
enemy fire?

Q. : Yes.
A, , - No. I didn't hear anything, just our gun.

MR WALSH: Did the lieutenant set up the machinegun before
you moved into the village?

A, Well, the machinegun was brought forward. We
 always made it a point not to let our mach1negunner~—that s
one of our most needed weapons there; it's our firepower--to
put him up on even in the first squad. He might have been
placed like a point squad in the first squad. - Maybe he would
follow up in the second squad, something like that. But he
was brought forward, the machinegunner.

Q. This is right after you got across the village,
across the er.dge'>

A. Well, we were going into the village. We had
come over the bridge, fixin' to go into the village. We
were at a hootch, you know.

© Q. ‘ ‘And the lleutenant called him forward and told
hlm to set up?

A, Well, I couldn't say directly, now, if the lieu-
tenant told hlm. For instance, our machinegunner come up,

and I knew that he was called to come up. And when he did,

the machinegun was--he never, what you say, placed it in posi-
tion or anything. He had it there in his hand. He was a

pretty big guy anyway.

Q. And then he started firing into the village? Did
everybody else join in firing too?

A, Yes.
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Q. Well what happened when people came running out?
Did they keep firing at them?

A. ©-  Well, they were--yes, they were fired upon also.

Q. And the people from over on the ocean, did they
come back over the top of the hill?

A. _ Yes, that's where I spotted these four women.
They were up there. Of course, us up in the village like
that, they were all terrified. But you see, as I said, the
village wasn't so big, but there were trees, shrubbery,
hootches. Maybe if one would run to another or something
like that, you couldn't always tell what it was. You knew
it was an individual running, but you couldn't tell if it
was a man or a woman. And, of course, we engaged upon them
whenever they would run like that.

Q. And then how long did it keep up? Until you
couldn't see any more movement or anything?

A. Yes. Well, we got a call over the radio from the
captain, CO. Like I say, we were told this was a search and
destroy mission. Then the call come through the CO that
we're not, what you might say, kill anybody. Because he
pretty much stated that. He was a character like that. He
let his integrity remain, for the saying, whenever he'd carry
out an operation. When that call would come through, you
know, it was just--well, we had already pretty much shot

the village up.

Q. Did you hear that call come .through?

A. Not directly. I did know that our RTO was speak-
ing with him, and then our licutenant give us the message
when the radio came through.

Q. And what did the lieutenant say, as best you can
recall it?

A. Well, just the same thing I just said. The CO,
you know, said that he didn't want anybody--if they was
suspect, to gather them up. We was not to kill anybody. Be-
cause, like I say, there was quite a bit of shooting had

been going on with our machinegun. And he wasn'‘t with us,

so he didn't know exactly what was going on, you know, what
all the shooting was about.
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Q. The lieutenant was in between the squads, towards
the rear you nean?

A. Well, he was in the front.

'COL WILSON: You're talking about the company commander when
you said he wasn't with you? ' Is that what you mean, or are
you talking about the lieutenant? '

A. The company commander. He had not come across the
bridge yet. I believe you said they were down in this other
area with the 3d Platoon?

MR WALSH: Right. So the lieutenant passed the word, "Don't
kill anybody any more," and so then everybody cooled it from
that point on?

A, ' We cooled it from that point on.

Q. And then you moved into the village after this
order was passed, or was that after you were already in the
village?

A. No, we did move on into the village and continued
the search: search out the bunkers. .

Q. Did you check out the bodies?

A. Well, as we did move on through, we were running
out of ammunition, especially 60, M-60 machinegun ammo, and
they flew un in some ammo and this explosion material. I
don't know what they called it now, but anyway, they flew it
in. You could rig it up and light a fuse to it.

COL WILSON: C-47?

A. Yes, stuff like that, and this TDT. Is that what
it's=-

Q. (Interposing) TNT.

A. That's what I was trying to think of. They flew

us in quite a bit of that. And that's what blew the bunkers.
We just flattened that village, and that was it.

MR WALSH: Who flew that in?

A. The choppers.
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Q. Was it the battalion commander's chopper that
flew that in? :

A. I don't remember.

Q. Do you remember seeing that chopper land that had
the explosives?

A. He pretty well landed to our rear. I might have
did.

Q. Are you sure that that happened that day, or could

that have happened the second day?

A. No, the second day—--we done crossed the bridge and
started into the wvillage, and as he was using a lot of ammo
in his 60 gun and all these--

Q. (Interposing) People running around?

A. Holes. You know, holes these people would get
in: bunkers or whatever you want to call them. They would,
when you needed something--they could have been a call. The
lieutenant probably requested it, that we had a lot of holes
up here that we needed to blow up. I think possibly it was
the CO that had it sent in to us, because I don't think a
lieutenant just calls up to the rear and have it sent out--
and go through the CO. But it was sent in that very day.

We hadn't been there, I don't know, a hour I guess, and then
they had to fly us in that material.

Q. I asked you if you checked out the bodies of the
people that had been shot before you went in. Did you check
those out to see if they were military-age males or not?

A. Yes, there were a few laying there. There were
no males.

Q. Mostly all women and children that had gotten
caught?

A. Right.

Q. Did you do anything with respect to the bodies,

police them up or get them out of the way or anything?
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A. Well, we didn't touch them, if that's what you
mean. We just left them laying there.

Q. About how many of them were there?

A. Well, I know I witnessed about three myself, three
bodies.

Q. Where were those located?

A. Well, as you go through the village there, there's

a little trail that leads over to the ocean; there's a pretty
wide trail there. When I was walking it--see, we were still
searching the village. Of course, the blowing up of the
bunkers was still going on. That's when I seen these bodies
there to my left.

Q. Now, when they were blowing these bunkers, were
any people shot when they came running out of the bunkers?

A. Well, I didn't see this with my eyes. I would
suppose they were. I don't know.

Q. How about the people over near the ocean? How
were they dealt with? Did somebody go over there?

A, You mean the people that were on the ocean?
Q. Yes.
A. Well, this call came through. We cooled it there,

and we congregated them together, the people. That was al-
ways the procedure: get the people together; probably in-
terrogate them; see if we could find if any VC had been
there, VC village, or what. We'd always--well, we all pick-
ed up, you know, "VC, VC". They knew what we were talking
about, and they said, "No VC, no VC." But actually, that's
the way they did speak, but we did congregate them up and
put them all in one hootch.

Q. In one of the hootches?

A. Yes.

Q. Then what happened to them?
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A. Well, I--already, you know, flattened the village.
Well, that was 1t. We just turned them loocse. We just
didn't find anything. We got a call to move out of there.
Why, I don't know. But we stayed there the biggest portion
of that day. And then this is where we went north. We
camped there that night.

Q. Did you find any booby traps around there in the
village when you searched the village?

A, No. We didn't catch them 'til the next day.

Q. How many people did you have rounded up there

when you finished searching?

A. '~ Possibly 20.

Q. Twenty people?

A. Yes.

0. 014 women and children?

A. Yes.

Q. Did any of the men have a little fun with the

women while they were waiting around in the hootches? Did
you hear about anything like that?

A. No. I never one time seen that while I was over
there. Like I say, if I had, I might have stopped them my-
self. I didn't see anything like that.

Q. B Company wasn't much for that sort of thing?

A, No. Like I say,; we had--I really admired Captain
MICHLES.

Q. Do you remember, when you moved north ‘that night,

if TAYLOR took one of the women along to use as point or
guide? In other words, put her out in front?

A, Well, he might have did, because he was the kind
of fellow that was pretty good at that at that particular
time. Like I say, he might have. Most of the time they'd
go w1lllngly You didn't have to force them. You could
kind of give them a direction, and they would more or less
do as you said.
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Q. You don't have any recollections, though?
A.- No. I may not be thorough, I could, now.
Q. Tell me some more about what you mentioned a

minute ago about Captair MICHLES being pretty strict on
things like raping or using women and things like that.
Do you remember him ever talking about that or getting on
~anybody about that?

A. Well, I don't know. I guess he just laid down

a type of standard there. We all knew that he was a man

" of a military mind, you know. He was just military all

the way with him. I just assumed this--if you want to call
it a compliment or what, he was just a decent man. His atti-
tude was always pleasant. He was a go-getter as far as
operation was concerned. He went according to the book, if

I could phrase it like that. That's the best way I could
describe him. He didn't go along with molesting and things
like that.

Q. Do you think it wa mostly that pverjbodj had the
idea that Captain MICHLES wouldn t stand for molesting women
and so nobody tried it?

A. Well, I don't know, it's possible. I couldn't
say what's in a man's mind. I don't know.

Q. Well, I'm just trying to get your opinion, that's
all. Did you hear any discussion that night or afterward,
talking with your buddies, about how many people that had
been killed in the village during the day?

A, No.

Q. | Whét would be your guess?

A. Half a dozen, I guess.

Q. No more than that?

A. | No.

Q. You said you had seen three bodies at one point.

When the machinegun was flrlng into the village how many
people could you see get hit in running around?

A. How many people did I see?
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Q. Yes.

A. Well, I didn't notice what you would say as a
number of them. As they run, of course, they were shot.
Q. About how many of those would you say?

A.‘ I don'tbknow, possibly a dozen. They were just

running, so terrified and excited.

Q. Do you recall if the order from Captain MICHLES

to not to kill anybody any more, had that order come through

after all the people running around had been shot and you had
finished searching the village? Do you remember how far you

had proceeded when that order came through?

A, Yeah; We had already, like I say, done quite é
bit of firing, grenade throwing into the village itself.
Q. . Had you finished searching the village?

A. We had not. We had not gotten to the middle of

it, I don't imagine. We were still there at the entrance of
the village. :

COL WILSON: I am trying to get this picture a little clearer.
You said that the machinegun was firing into the village.
Elements of your unit were already in the village or on the
edge of the village. Was the fire directed to any particular
portion of the village, or how close was the fire to your
squad? I don't understand the location of this gun in refer-
ence to the village and the location of the lst Platoon per-
sonnel when this machinegun was firing.

A. Well, just as we begin to make an entrance into
the village, we would always clear an area a lot of times.
We would use this procedure quite a bit. We would clear an
area with a machinegun, because it had a rapid rate of fire
and so on. But when it was called up our elements was not
already getting into the village. We had not already went
in.

Q. You were not in the village at this time?
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a. We was not. We were right there at the hootches
‘just as" you begin to go in there. Then the machinegun was
called forward. It cleared the village. = That's when he done
all of the shooting then. After this, I don't know, it used
qulte a bit of ammo, then that was when we were told we were
‘going to ‘have these exp1051ves coming in. ' We waited on this
before we proceeded in, because we didn't have anything to--
or TAYLOR, he might have run into one of these foxholes and
maybe. drOpped a grenade in or something like that. He and
the point men was not in the way of our fire. The machine-
gun position was right there at the front.x_

0. The machinegun fired into the v1llage qulte a bit
of ammunition before the village was swept.. You mentioned
earlier that the people in the village were sort of mingling
around 'like business as usual and didn't seem to be too
excited. You must have seen this before the machlnegun
started firing. .

A, Yes, possibly, I did. They might have been doing
some washing or something, just their household chores. ’

Q. The people were clearly visible then from the
p01nt where the machinegun was firing?

A. Well, some were. Like I said, I did witness four
women who were kind of on this bank there. I did seen them
myself. I had other men that were ahead of me, and I, of
course, couldn't speak for them. I did see kids, I did no-
tice some kids that were kind of running with a little fel-
low running along. But actually, when I seen those women,
that's the only real plcture that I actually got of the
people there.

Q. ~ What was the range from the gun to the target?
From the gun to the village, what was the range? . How far
away was it?

A, Seventy-five, maybe a hundred metere, something

like that.
Q. | ' Pretty close?
a. Yes, it was close.
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Q. At the time the gun started firing, these people
had not moved to their bunkers or anything like that? They
were still mingling around the village?

A. ' Well, before we crossed that bridge, there was
already some firing going on. They probably seen us coming.
They might have got a little bit upset there. That was usu-
ally the way of the Vietnamese people. They would carry
along just like they were minding their own business. I
don't know of anything-~you just hear, you know, not wanted
or something like that. You know, ignored is what I'm trying
to say. We did come in .and start shooting like that, and
there was quite a bit of excitement. Of course, we are al-
ready closer to the village, and there was a lot of excite-
ment going on. '

0. ; I want to give you the picture I've got in my
mind to see if it's correct. You crossed the bridge; had
some fire fight at the bridge--not fire fight, but there was
firing from U.S. forces at the bridge; crossed the bridge;
went 150 yards and approached the edge of the village, the
outskirts of this village; machinegun was brought forward,
and right before the machinegun went into position you could
- see the people in the village moving around, as you have
mentioned women and children; and the machinegun starts fir-
ing. Is that the correct picture?

A. Yes, that is about the picture that I could give.
Q. How far was the machinegun from wheré you stbod?
A. , About 15 or 20 feet, I guess.
Q. Who told that machinegun to commence firing?

- A. Our lieutenant, he was up front there. I couldn't

say whether the lieutenant himself told him directly to
bring the machinegun. All I know is that the word came back.
- He said, "Bring the machinegun up forward," and when he did,
he--of course, that was the usual procedure for clearing a
.place.

Q. Who was on. that machinegun team?

A. MILUS, MADISON, and I think STEINBRECHER might
have been. There was another fellow we called "Huey," but I
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don't know his name. He was a kind of bulky-like fellow, -
huge, you know, big boned. I don't remember his name.

Q. We have some previous information that maybe the
machinegun element may have been composed of MADISON, WARNER,
STEINBRECHER, STRACHAN?

A. Right.

Q. Was that usually the machinegun squad, or were
any of those people not in the machinegun squad?

A. No, all of those people--there is one in there--
would you repeat those names again?

Q. MADISON, WARNER, STEINBRECHER, STRACHAN.

A. Yeah, all those were in there. Also, we had a
machinegun--well, he was given the machinegun while we were
in Hawaii.

Q. - Who?
A, MILUS. He was a gunner himself.
Q. MILUS was in the machinegun squad? When the

machinegun was brought forward, and MILUS was with the gun,
who else was with him? :

A, MADISON.

0. - MADISON was with him, and was STEINBRECHER with
him?

A. He might have been. There is another named

GONZALEZ. If a man would get hurt or killed or something
he would have to be replaced and GONZALEZ, he made gunner,
I think, after MILUS did. STEINBRECHER was in this group.
Now, whether he was there or not, I don't remember.

Q. I don't want you to say so unless you have a
pretty good picture of that.

COL WILSON: The hearing will be recessed.

(The hearing recessed at 1230 hours, 27 January
1970.) '
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(The hearing reconvened at 1325 hours, 27 January
1870.)

COL WILSON: The hearing will come to order.

RCDR: The following persons are present: COL WILSON
and LTC NOLL.

COL WILSON: You are reminded that you are still under oath.

Just to be sure that I've got it fixed, you said
that there was an order to--and I'd like to try to remember
what this order was--not to kill people, or what--that came
down about after most of the firing had been completed.

A. Well, I just assumed it meant, you know, not to,
what you might say, destroy anything. I just suppose that
was people and hcotches, you know, the same thing. That's
just how I accepted the order when it came down.

Q. You don't remember exactly what it was, what the
order said?

A. No.
0. And you said that you were about midway through
the village when this order came down. I'm talking about

the platoon, not you as an individual.

A. Well, we had just entered into it. We wasn't
what you say, midway.

Q- You Jjust entered into the village?

A. Yes.

Q. Had all the firing stopped?

A. Well, that was at the entrance of the village

where the firing was going on, and the machinegun was called
to the front. The firing commenced. And then we had went
through quite a bit of firing there. We didn't go on into
the village. We were still there when this call came down
not to, you know, destroy anything. That meant killing,

any needless killing.
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Q. Well, what I'm trying to determine is, was the
firing going on when this order came down, and did it stop
on that order, or had it stopped before that?

A. It was going on when the order came down. And
then when it came down, it stopped. :

Q. Was this order passed down to the squad leaders,
or was it just yelled out from somebody?

A. The order?

Q. Yes.

A. ' It came in on the radio.

Q. It came in on the squad radio?

A. And lieutenant told us--

Q. (Interposing) Over the platoon radio, then?
A. | Right. Over the platoon radio. And the lieu-

tenant got the message, and he turned to his platoon, and
he says that we're not to kill anybody, you know, needless.

Q. Okay, to the whole platoon.

A. To the whole platoon.

Q. ' And the firing stopped at that point?

A. - -Well, not altogether. There was still some firing

that was going on, cause there was still a lot of commotion,
a lot of people moving around. We didn't know right off
whether it was a male or what. There was still excitement
going on, but it did decrease tremendously when the call did
come in. Everybody began to kind of cool it. :

Q. I thought that there weren't too many people
around there when that firing was going on.’

A, , Well, like I say, there was, I said, about a.
dozen out of the whole thing. That's about all I seen. I

wasn't what you would say at the front. The point was mov-
ing up there, and the machinegun crew was up there then.
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Q. Now, after the firing and when the searching
started, and the searching of this village occurred after
the firing had stopped, from what I understand, then did
each squad have a particular sector of the village that .
they were to search, or how was this done?

A. Well, no we didn't have, what you say, a particular
sector. We all knew that we were going to search it. Most

of us would kind of pair off. We had our squad leader, of
course. What I'm trying to say is that I don't recall any
direct order from the lieutenant about, "You take this por-
tion; you take that portion.” As a platoon, we were all

there together, and our squad leaders just assumed the
responsibility of taking their own men maybe in this direc-
tion. Like we would always hear the order, "All right, first
squad, let's get together. We are going to search this part."
Sometimes the squad leader would take it upon himself to do
that because we knew, as far as we could see, it wasn't a
tremendous village, and we could always see our own men,

We had the water over to the right and the ocean over to the
left, and it didn't look like too big of an area. So we

just more or less split up, all squad size.

Q. Now, were you told which huts to search? Your
pair, you and the other?

A, Not dlrectly because they were all bunched up
there together.

Q. How long did it take you to search these hootches,
you and GARCIA?

A. : Well, we were there the biggest portion of the
day. '

Q. Did you stay in that village?

A, Yeah, just about all day.

Q. And, how long were you, yourself, and GARCIA in-
volved in searching before you stopped searching?

A. It might have been 2, 3, 4 hours.

Q. That long?

A. Like I say, we were there all day.
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Q. - No, I don't mean how long did you stay there. I
mean how long were you actively searching?

A. Oh, maybe a couple of hours.

Q. Two hours. How many hootches did you and GARCIA
search in that 2 hours?

A, Maybe--well, that's kind of hard to answer.

Q. Approximately?

A. - Might have been seven, eight, nine, or something
like that. .

Q. . Somewhere around ten or below?

A. Right.

Q. Did you find anything unusual in any of these
hootches?

A. No. It looked just like a normal village.

Q. ‘ Did you find any people in them?

A, No. Most of the ones that I did search out,

there were not people in them. They had already bunched up
over there on the ocean. When all the firing was going on,
you know, they kind of get together, kind of huddled like
that together.

Q. You didn't find anything of interest in the
hootches?

A, No, sure didn't, no.

Q. This figures out about four or five hootches per

hour on the search basis with two men. Is that about right?

A. Yeah,

Q. You didn't find any bodies in these hootches?

A. Not inside the hootches, no.
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Q. After you got through searching, and you were
searching for about 2 hours you say, where did you go then?

A, Well, of course, we had the explosives. We had
those flown in to us, and this was going on. Our point men
and men of the platoon were blowing the bunkers. That was
mostly left to ocur point men, blowing these tunnels. And

we were still searching, and we maybe went back two or three
times to the same hootches searching in case we overlooked
something, because we thought we were looking for something.
When you're over there quite a while and you see a VC print,
if you look down on the ground you recognize it, see?

Q. Yes.

A. And, there were tracks all over the place. They
were made by, we supposed, male~-you know, men. And, so the
explosions were still going on. The whole platoon had al-
ready infiltrated, you know, out of this little village here.
My squad, we went over to the ocean there, and there were
some people coming down. I was in this group. In other
words, we must have got word to stay over there. There was
a trail that led from the village on to the beach, and we
stayed there, the biggest portion of my squad, after we had
already done searching of the hootches. We had not burned
them or anything, so we were setting there in case somebody
came up. There were a couple of women that did come up the
beach, and we took them into the village, you know, got the
people together. That's how we had this little group of
about, I don't know, about 20, like I said a while ago, all
in this one hootch. You know, we didn't know what to do
with them—--

Q. (Interposing) So actually, you stayed in the

vicinity of the village most of the day?
A. That's right.
Q. Did the platoon ever come back as a group, or did

you move in and form a perimeter, or what was the disposition
of the platoon?

a. Well, we were pretty much all scattered out. We
had a lot that was still blowing the tunnels up. Finally, we
all began to get together. We all staked out right there,
well, it seemed like we stayed there all day. When we

did form back up, they, of course, burnt the hootches
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down this particular time because we were leaving out. When
we left out, we were going in the north direction. Now, this
was, I don't know, it could have been around 3 or 4 o'clock
that evening. It was getting toward the later afternocon.

Q. At the time you got ready to leave the village,
you burned it and then went north?
A. Right.
Q. Did you leave the people in the village, or did
you take the people with you?
A. We left them.
Q. All of them?
A, Every one of them. And like I say, there could

have been a woman that was put on the point, because we were
always hitting these booby traps and tirings like that.

There could have been one leading our platoon at that time.

- All of the people that were left, we just left them there.

0. ' You didn't know what the body count was?
A, I didn't know.
Q. Did you ever hear any rumors about the number of

people killed that day by B Company?
A. No.

Q. Did you hear any rumors about the number of
people killed by the lst Platoon? :

A, -No. I did hear that there was a child, a little
boy, baby, or something like that in a tunnel, and a woman
was pinned in there and she couldn't get out, and I don't
know what happened to that.

Q. That was in this village?

A, Yes. That was when all of this was going on. She
could have been trapped in there because they used these big
old railroad ties when they would support those holes that

they dug. I did hear that, but that's the only rumor that
I know of.
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MR WALSH: After chow, there apparently were some people
killed over by the beach. Do you remember that?

A. No.

Q. Do you remember any firing over on the beach?

A. ‘What do you meaﬁ when you say the beach?

Q. Well--

A. (Interposing) We were there on the beach by our-
selves.

C. Yes, I know what you mean. There was a rise in

ground in the center of this thing when you came over this
bridge and there were hootches and a trail was on one side
of the rise of ground, and on the other side was the ocean.
When I say the beach I mean over on the other side. There
was some indication that about 2 o'clock in the afternoon--

A, (Interposing) Not to my knowledge. I don't re=-
member anything like that. :

Q. I know you've given us a pretty good description
on this, but I just want to make sure that I am clear. I've
drawn a little sketch, and I want to know if this is basical-
ly right. (Note: the sketch was not received in evidence.)
Ycu came acress the bridge, znd there was a little trail

that went out, and it went south like that, and the ocean is
over here. Is that right?

A, ‘ Right.
Q. Does the ground from the trail slepe up to 2 high

point to the beach? How far away from the trail is the top
of the hill? -

A, The trail that I mentioned?

Q. Yes, the trail that went down to the hootches.
A. Right.

Q. Between that trail and between the ocean, if you

make this ocean here (indicating), the ground goes up and
then down to the ocean again.
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A It's not a great incline there. It does go up.
As you get about midway, or better than midway, from the
village that this trail goes through, there is a break, a
lot of shrubbery that gces over to the beach.

Q. How far from south of the bridge would that
trail be? ' :
A, About 150 meters, I would say.

Q. Is that trall just about at about the same point

where those hootches start?

A. Yes, if you are walking down the middle of the
village itself. As you get a little better than midway
in the village it just make a real good left turn.

Q. Are the hootches on the ocean 51de of the trail,
or are they on both sides of the trall'>

A. They are actually on both sides. There are
hootches right down in here (indicating) and they are all
over everywhere.

Q. On both sides of the trail?

A. Right.

Q. Where, approximately, was the machinegun set up?
A. As you come around this going into the village

here, we got about right here on the entrance of the village.
I say the entrance to the village because we had not gotten
into it, yet, because we had not begun to search it like we
ought to. The gun was set up just about at the entrance.

Q. Set up right on this trail?
A. Right there (indicating).
Q. Was the point team forward of the machinegun, or

were they right around it?
A. That is kind of hard to say. They were right.

around it, and they were out in this area, too. The point
men are always forward.
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Q. Were most of the hootches right around the trail,
or did some of them go on down to the river to the right?

A. No. They were mostly more closer. to the beach
than to the river. '

Q. Was the platoon spread out all along the trail

going back to the bridge, or was everybody pulled up on line?
“A. No. We still had men cut around the trail here.

Q. Was the lieutenant up front or in the back?

A, No. The lieutenant was‘up front where the machine-

gun was at.
Q. _ Okay. That clears it up for me.

ILTC NOLL: You don't know why the lieutenant deployed the
machinegun at this time, do you?

A, Well, not as I know of. Like I say, this is just
one of those missions.” It could just throw out more fire-
power, you know. It was just a way of clearing an area, you
know.

Q. You didn't have any indication that you were going
to receive hostile fire at this time, other than possibly
a strong suspicion?

A. Yes. We were anticipating just about anything,
because, like I say, we already had a grenade thrown at us.

Q. During the time of this demolition of the bunkers,
when they would blow a bunker, did they examine the inside of
it to know if there was anyone inside of it before they

blew it?

A. That can be answered both ways. Sometimes they
would check it out, and then sometimes they would just go
ahead and throw the explosive in there, and then they would
check it out. What came to his mind, that was just what he
did. Like I say, they could work it either way.

0. I think you mentioned four women up on the hill

which sort of stood out in your mind. Do you know what
happened to them?

(HALL) 48 APP T~24C

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

A, No, I don't know what happened to them. I only
seen them that one time. Whether anybody shot them or what,
I don't know., I didn't even see that. They were just there
together. That's all I can remember of them.

LTC NOLL: Were you close enough to the platoon leader to
know if he sent any reports back to the company commander?

A. No, I don't.

COL WILSON: We got to the end of the evening there when the
searches had been completed. You say yvou moved out before
dark to the north and went into laager that night. Did any-
thing of interest happen between the village that you search-
ed and the laager position? :

A. No.

Q. When you moved to the laager posifion, what did
you do, dig in and set up a perimeter?

A. I think they flew us in some chow there. We were
right there on the beach. We could vision the ocean. You
couldn't see the ocean when you come across that bridge near
the village, that one I was just talking about. You couldn't
see the ocean from that, but you could hear it. That rise
kept you from seeing that, but we left out of the village
and went out to our laager position. We took some water on
the way out and continued to find a night laager. So we

got right there on the beach, and I believe they sent some
of these Vietnamese police~type people in at that time.

They might have went over to the CO, Captain MICHLES. I
don't know. But I do remember them people coming in. When
we got in our laager position there was a ship that was
coming in to the beach, probably fishermen. We'd get these
people not (inaudible-2 or 3 words) our platoon, and we'd
get them down and that's when they brought in those Vietnam-
ese interrogators to talk. But what went on down there, I
don't know- I was on the beach still, I think, all of that
time. They flew us in some C-rations, and we were waiting
on that to take it back to the laager position right there
on the beach. And that's about all I can say to that.

Q. You say on the way back you picked up your mortar?
Is that what you said? Did you say that?

A, Water.
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.Q. Oh, water! Where'd you pick this up?

A. Out of a well. “

Q. Okay. This wasn't something that was resupplied?
A. No, I guess we drunk more Vietnamese water than

we did government water over there.

Q. Okay. Did you see any of the mortar platoon over
in that area that day?

A. No.

Q. And you moved up to your laager position? And
you got there before dark or was it--

A, (Interposing) Yes, before dark.
Q. You mentioned a ship.
A. Well, they was probably fisherman. Some Vietnam-

ese people come in. It had male personnel on it. And we
was always curious, and they came in there. We got up on
the ship and they was a few kids that had come down further
from the north out of this village. And so a chopper flew
in, I don't know, three or four or five of these Vietnamese
interrogators, and they was speaking to these people. Always
interrogation, you know, that was forever going on over
there. They air-lifted them out of there before dark while
this was taking place and they flew us in some C-rations. I
guess we walked around 20 to 25 feet, and right there on
that rise I was telling you about, you know, kind of down

a little bit, we had dug in, and that's where we laagered
that night. Just our platoon.

Q. When these boats were around with the VC-~I mean
with the Vietnamese on them, did you see a U.S., small U.S.--

A. (Interposing) Yeah, a patrol boat.

Q. Okay. Did you see any members of that boat come‘
off the boat and get on shore and talk to anybody?

A, No. 2,

Q. This was the first day now, right?
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A, The first day, right.
Q. - Okay.
A; ' Yeah, I remember the boat now. It was riding

around out there. I don't remember it coming up to the-~-

Q. (Interposing) Did these people that were coming
up to the beach appear to be sent there from this boat,
U.S. boat? -

A. Yes, now that you mention it, they did. We assumed
that because they were sailing around out there. They knew
that we were there, and we wanted to try to communicate with
them, and I guess they got the picture that we wanted to talk
with them, so they headed straight on in to us. They landed
their boat right there at the beach. That's where they

were interrogating, there.

Q. o Okay. ~ Then you had some Vistrnamese Mational Po-
lice or ARVN come in there by hellcopter. Do you remember
how many? v

A. . Four or five, I imagine.
Q. Were they ARVN, or were they National Police?
A. . Well, I believe these were the National Police

because they wore nicer weapon, you know, holster-type pis-
tols.

Q. Did they have helmets on?

A. No, just reguiar cloth hats.
Q. What color was their uniforms?
A, Just plain clothes.
Q. . Civilian clothes?
A, For 1n$tance, one had on just regular civilian

clothes. Now, possibly out of those others that were with
him might have had on these camouflage looking type uniforms.
But the weapons, you know, were like in a holster. They were
real nice. And I guess possibly they were the National
Police.

-
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Q. Now, they came in by helicopter; Is this the
same time that your rations were brought in? Or are we
talking about a different helicopter?

A. No, this helicopter had--that's all he brought
in. This first helicopter brought in the National Police.
Q. Okay.

A. And after all this was over with, a little laterx

that evening we had a chopper came in and brought us some
C-rations.

Q. You didn't get a hot ration that night?
A, No, not as I recall. I believe I picked up a

case of C-rations myself and carried them over to our laager
position.

Q. Did the National Police stay with you that night,
or did they go back?

A. They went back.

Q. Did they go back on this helicopter that brought

your rations out? Did they take any of these Vietnanese
with them, villagers, natives of the area?

A, They might have. I don't remember if they did or
not.

Q. Did you see any of these interrogations going on?
A. No.

Q. Did'you hear about the interrogations?

A. I sure didn't because they were at the CP group,

you know, where they were involved. I remained on the beach.
There was some little Vietnamese kids out there, and I was
watching that patrol boat sail around out there, and more or
less security. We didn't all bunch up there. We had to
pull security or something, and we were out there on the
beach for that purpose.

Q. You couldn't see what was going on back at the
CP then?
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A, No.

Q. Did you have any communication with the CP?

A. | No.

Q. Would you recognize any of these National Police

if you saw photographs of them?

A. The fellow that was in civilian clothing, I might.
I don't know. They all look alike, you know.

Q. Yes, but is there any feature that you can recall
that you might remember about one?

A. Well, he wore this here, like I say, little cloth
hat, and he had on just a pair of trousers and shirt, just
civilian-type clothing.

Q. Any physical features, scars, or markings on the
body cr anything like that, that you might recall about one
of these people?

A, No, just a skinny-type fellow. He didn't have
any specific markings on him.

Q. You stayed there overnight. Who was out on the
beach with you? Was GARCIA still with you?

A. Yes.

Q. You and GARCIA. Were you on an outpost or some-
thing, or was this part of this perimeter?

A, \ This was part of our perimeter.

Q.. Who else was out there close to you besides
GARCIA?

A, I don't remember, I sure don't.

Q. Now, did anything happen during the night?

A, Well, vou mentioned that woman awhile ago that

might have been taken as a point, sort of a point. It seems
like that rings a bell. Mayvbe she was there. She was with
TAYLOR and HOOTON and them over there. They were close to
the-~-they stayed close to the CP group because they was--
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when there were a choice of point, you know, and you just
didn't find men who volunteered to be point that way. We
were proud of them. They were closer to the CP group. Our
lieutenant--I faced--my foxhole position--I faced back to
this village. out here, back towards the south, and this was
a kind of a newcomer, this guy that was in the foxhole with
us. I think there was about three of us there, and I don't
remember his name, so behind our foxhole, on the other side
of the perimeter, I think TAYLOR and them was set up, and
then our CP group was kind of in behind him there, so that's
about all-- ‘ :

0. (Interposing) Well, was any other Vietnamese
that you can recall within the perimeter, aside from the
possibility of that one girl that TAYLOR used for a point
and the National Police? Were there any other Vietnamese
in the perimeter there? You had a bunch of them turned
over to you from the boat that came in from the boat.
They didn't stay there that night? They left? How long
were they in that perimeter?

A. Well, we had not yet formed a perimeter. We were
just there,

Q. Yes, okay. How long were they with you?

A. Approximately 30 minutes. It wasn't too long.

Q. Okay. Did TAYIOR have a technique when he had

either a male or a female out on the point like that to
clear the way to put a rope on them?

A. Yes, I've seen that.
Q. What was the purpose of that rope?
A. Well, it was just to express his authority, I

guess, over the--you know, in a measure that way. I'm sure
it didn't mean anything. It wasn't, you know, to hurt themn.

0. Was this rope tied around the waist or what?
A. Well, I have seen it around the neck and--there

was no specific spot that it would be tied--if they tried
to run away or something like that.
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Q. It was done not just in one case then? It was
done several times, the use of the rope?

A, Well, like I say, I witnessed it more than once.
Not all the time. '

Q. Was this always with the point group, or was it
used with other groups, the use of the rope?

A, Ch, no. Like I say, our point group did do that
quite a lot if they could, you know, get somebody to lead

- a point that way. It being the usual procedure of anyone
that had a point, no. I couldn't say that to be true at all.

Q. All right. I guess you sacked out that night.
Did you sleep all night, or did you go on security at any
time? Did you rotate or what?

A, " Yeah, we rotated.
Q. Okay. You stated nothing happened during the
night as you recall, at least as you stated?

LTC NOLL: How many fishing boats did you see come in? Do
you recall? '

CA. Well, the only one that I remember was that that
came tO us.

Q. You didn't see any others out there?

A, Yes, there were more boats out there. They didn't
stand out like this one particular one did.

COL WILSON: The next morning, what did you all do first?

A. Sir, the next morning, I think we were to meet
back up with the rest of the company. I believe we went
back down that trail. As we were moving, I was toward the
latter end of our platoon this time because they never made
ocne squad follow the point squad every time we went out be-
cause it was rotated. We routed down the trail, and we re-
ceived some--I believe we received some fire from this bank
that I was telling you about, to my left over to the ocean.
Remember, we'’re moving back to the south now, going down
this trail we had come up the night before. We was going
back toward that bridge, so we received some fire. We didn't
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know what was coming off. I fired one or two shots. So
TAYLOR, like I said, he was a pretty smart fellow I guess.
He always wore a bayonet on his rifle. He was probing, you
know, the trail as we moved because we perceived they may=-
be booby trapped the trails. And we got back there--we'd
already got back there to the bridge. We were pinned down
right there at the--well, after we received this sniper fire
we was pinned down, and I don't remember if we returned any
fire to amount to anything, but our point men went on ahead
to do some checking cut, and about that time we heard an
explosion, and we didn't know what was happening. That's
when TAYLCOR lost his-~-got his foot blown off there. He hit
a mine with his rifle there at the bridge. And we finally
got him out of there. A helicopter had to come in. I think
the helicopter received some fire from this~-I think it could
have been toward the village, maybe off that bank close to
the ocean. The helicopter was trying to get in. So after
that happened our CP group or the rest of the company were
trying to come across the bridge, and they had these mine
detectors, and I think they blew something like two or three
or four more mines coming across this bridge, 'cause they had
it fully booby trapped after we had come across it the pre-
vious day. And then we--this is when we got on line, after
we got TAYLOR medevac'd out of there. We kind of got on
line, and then we swept this village again that we had just
came out of it the previous day. We went on down further
south, investigating, searching. I think it was just more
or less all the company there together. If I remember it
right, we wexe all togethexr there at the time deing the
searching. So after that, I don't remember any more after
that. ’

Q. Well let me ask you a couple questions about that.

You moved out from your night defensive position, south.
Did TAYIOR ctill hawve this girl on the peoint? Do yeu know?

Do you recall?

A. No, I don't. I believe he let her go the next
morning.
Q. And as you moved south you received fire befcore

TAYLCR kit the bochy trap?
i We did receive some sniper fire. I believe I'm
correct there. My memory's not too good, but I believe we

did receive some fire there, from our left, from over toward
the ocean where that little rise is there. You never could
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see anything, and, of course, he started poking around, you
know, for any mines and booby traps around the bridge, and
that's when he--of course, this explosion went off. He was
hurt real, you know, bad.

Q. But the fire must have stopped if he was out there
probing around.

A. Yes. See, we received the fire--a lot of cases
we would have received the fire, and we would return some
fire, and that would be all there was to it. If you have
been shot at like that you don't know who is still out there,
and if you stand there up you don't know whether you would
get shot at or what. A lot of things would go through your
mind. The firing did stop. I think we did return some fire,
our point element, and I might have even returned some my-
self. I never did see anything. We just had a general idea
that they were in this particular area.

Q. Did you see TAYLOR when that mine went off?
A. I didn't, no.

Q. Did you see him éfter the mine went off?

A. They had him in a poncho, and I seen him when

they loaded him on the chopper.

Q. Did you see where the mine was that wounded him?
Was it in the road or the side of the road?

A, This is hearsay, but it was kind of on the side
of the bridge. :

Q. You say you think they detonated three or four
other mines that were in there?

A. That's right, because they had those mine detec-
tors and they would mark them with a piece of tissue paper
for the other group, and when they all got across, they would
detonate them.

Q. When did the rest of the éompany stop crossing
the bridge: how long after TAYLOR was wounded?

A. Immediately.
Q. Immediately?
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A, Well, it was 2, 3, 4, or 5 minutes. Right away .

Q. Was there any mote fire after TAYLOR was wounded?
A. I don't recall any.

Q. How long did it take for the company to close a-

cross there? Or were you in a position to know that?

A. I was back toward the back. I really don't know,.

Q. The hellcopter that plcked up TAYIOR, dld that

helicopter receive some fire?

A. Yes, they might have received one or two sniper
rounds. Everybody that had ahold of TAYLOR had to hug close
in kind of in a stooped position, trying to get him on there.
And as I recalled, I believe there wasn't more than one or
two rounds that did come in on the chopper. We perceived
that it was coming out of that village.

Q. Did B Company cross by that time, or did the
chopper come in before B Company crossed the bridge, the
rest of B Company I mean?

A. The chopper came in right away. I believe they
were about ready to cross the bridge. They were approaching
it. They had already gotten TAYLOR gone from there.

Q. They were crossing the bridge then?
A, Right.
Q. Were there any other supporting weapons used for

this instance over there? Was there any artillery, mortar,
or gunships?

A. No, I don't recall any.
Q. You don't recall any gunships coming in there?
A. Yes, I do now. We did have some gunships come

in right after this. They were pulling security on the
chopper that just come in. As we were on line there--they
had gotten TAYLOR out already--we were on line there and
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the chopper came in behind us, and this is when they started
firing on this village.

Q. They did begin to fire on the village?

A. You know, clear it. We had already received the
sniper fire.

Q. When you say they came in from behind you, do you
mean they came in from the north.

A, I couldn't be precise, but I do know it came from
our rear direction.

Q. Was it one, two, three, or four, or how many heli-
copters were there?

A. ' I don't know, there was not a mass of them, .A
small number, maybe one or two.

Q. What did they do? Did they make a sweep of the
village or a fire run?

A. Yes, they started firing from our rear. We could
hear the popping over our heads. They made this sweep here.
We stayed there for awhile, and I guess the CO told, Captain
MICHLES told our lieutenant to go ahead and move on through
the village as a company. I think we all went through the
village together.

Q. You were the first platoon of the company that
morning to-go through the village then? No other platoon
preceded you?

A, I don't know if we were the first ones or not,
because by that time the whole company, I believe, was to-
gether.

0. You said you saw three bodies the day before.
Did you pass by the location where these three bodies were,
that morning?

A, No, they were in on this trail that led from the
village over to the ocean. They were on the side of that
trail there. All of the bodies were gone.
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Q. Did you go by that east-west trail?

A. We just crossed‘over it. I did look up through
there, but I didn't see any bodies. They policed them up.
Q. And you kept moving south?

A. . Yes, we moved on south.

Q. Were you on the beach side, or were you on the

west side of this little strip of land as you moved south?

A, We were pretty much in the middle. That's where
I was. That was my position. I was more or less in the
middle, the river on the right and the ocean on the left,
walking right down the center, the middle of the village
itself. -

Q. I mean all the way down as you began moving south
after you left the village. Did you stay on the beach or did
you moved over on the right by the river or what?

A. More or less by the river, yeah.

Q. What happened at these other villages as you
moved to the south? Anything? Did you run into any more--
A, (Interposing) I have no knowledge of that.

Q. Did you run into any more Vietnamese down there?
A. No.

Q. Have any more firing down there? No more firing?
A. No,

Q. How about destruction of the tunnels and the
bunkers?

A L don‘t recall any that day, because we'd already

pretty much blew them up that previous day.
Q. I m not talking about the original v1llage. I'm

talking about after you left there and started moving to the
south.
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A, You mean continued on south?
Q. Yes.
A. I don't remember too much of that any more. I do

know we went deeper and deeper, still, you know, walking on
the side of the ocean. It being on the left, we were walking
kind of down toward the middle checking out hootches. We
went on further south, but after that, nothing really stands
out in my memory as to tell you, because I just don't remem-—
ber that.

Q. Do you remember destroying the v1llages down that
way as you went south?

A. ' No, I sure don't. I know that I didn't engage
in anything like that.

Q. No, I mean do you rememher any cf the willages
burning as you moved south?

A. No, I sure don't.

Q. Do you remember when you hit the southern tip of
the land down there by the river, where the river went into
the South China Sea?

A. No, sorry, but I don't remember. Like I say,
nothing really stands out in my mind as we moved south.

Q. Do you remember when B Company crossed the bridge
if they had any Vietnamese National Police or ARVN or Popular
Forces with them?

A. I don't know if they did or not.
Q; You didn't see any?
A. No. I do recall the--we did move guite aways

south. We got-on a trail that led us all--it actually came
into the ocean itself. Maybe that's what you're talking
about. I know when we got to the ocean we couldn't go any
further. I do recall that. We moved down this trail, and
it was a wide open space is what it was. There was a bunch
of hootches. We did start burning some more hootches. We
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pretty well, you know, we destroyed quite a bit of hootches
that particular day. And whether there were any suspects
taken or what, I don't know. Like I say, there was forever--
they'd pick up one or two and they'd get interrogators in or
maybe send them in or something, a suspect. But we did burn
quite a bit of villages as we did move on further south.

And as the trail just give out, we went through the last
portion of the village there into the ocean. We stayed

there a little while, and then began to go back, and we
laagered in that night.

Q. As you moved south and as you looked over to the
right, over on the other side of the river, did you see any
villages burning over there, or did you hear any firing com~
ing from over in that direction?

A, Well; I could have. I couldn't be suré.

Q. When you got to the southern point, do you remem-
ber a helicopter coming in there?

A, I don't remember a helicopter.

Q. And what happened then? Did you turn around and

come back?

A, Yeah, we got there, stayed there for just a little
while, and we just, what you might say, retracked. It was

a long stretch of a trail. It was real hot that day, and

we just retracked later that evening back up to--well, I don't
know, back up toward the north there, and we had not went
through that village, I don't think, again, where the bridge
was there, and we laagered in that night, and they 4id serve
us hot chow that particular night. So that's about what I
remember to that question.

Q. You did get hot chow that night?

A, I believe we did. We did have a chopper come
that night.

Q. Did you as an individual get any resupply of any-

thing besides getting the chow that night? Did you get any-
thing else?
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A, Well, they might have give us some sodas or--

Q. (Iﬁterposing) Well, I mean besides rations.

A, I don't remember anything.

Q. No one was issued equipment, ammunition, or any-

thing like that?
A, No, I don't remember that.

Q. Do you remember any demolitions being brought in
there? Do you remember any ammunition being brought in?

A. Grenades, I think. They brought us some grenades.

Q. Fragmentary grenades?
A, Yeah.
Q. Anything else? How's the M-60 ammo? Did get

resupplied, or did you get resupplied before--

A. (Interposing) We could have. I don't remember,
you know, directly. I couldn't tell you to be sure. We
probably did because, well, just about every time a resupply
would come in, you know, we always had to make up a list.

It come from our team leader to squad leader, from squad
leader to platoon leader, you see. That's the way they would
work that. If we didn't need it, we didn't get it.

Q. Were you a fire team leader?
" A, No, I wasn't. I don't think I was at that parti-
cular time.
Q. Who was you fire team leader at this time?
A. It was GARCIA.
Q. ~ GARCIA was?
A, Yes.
Q. How about these National Police? Did they go

down there and stay with you that day?
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A. They could have been with the CP group. Well,
see, we always had someone that could speak Vietnamese. We
always had someone there. We even had a little ole guy
named Randy, we called him, Vietnamese. He would stay with
our platoon, in our squad.

Q. Was he out there that day?

A. . I don't remember if he was or not.

Q. Did you see a photographer out there that day
with a MACV insignia on his sleeve?

A, There could have been.

Q. I mean did you see one?

A. I can't be sure.

Q. | Did you see any strangers that day?

A. No.

Q. This guy Randy you're talking about, was he with

the company during this operation?

A, Well, I hope I haven't got him mixed up with when
I was infused with the 198th, and I believe I have. Randy,
yeah, he was with us when I infused with the 198th. Like I
say, we would have a Vietnamese interpreter with us at all
times. But I think Randy come along whenever I was infused
with the 198th.

Q. When were you infused with the 198th?

A, May. I was gone by May the 1lst. I was in Duc
Pho by May lst.

MR WALSH: After TAYILOR got his foot blown off, were your
people pretty upset? Did everybody take it pretty hard?

A, Yeah, especially the other point man. I think
his name was TITTLE. He took it pretty hard because, like I

say, TAYLOR was kind of a~-he was bold. He had a lot of cour-
age, and there seemed to be--well, after he--after this
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happened to him we just didn't, what you say, have a real
good point team after that. I'm not trying to be prejudiced,
you know, because they were all real good men, but, yes, even
I felt pretty bad after that.

Q. We've had some indications that everybody was, at
least some of the people in the platoon, were pretty upset
when he got his foot blown up, and they did an awful lot of
shooting going down that penlnsula that day. Is that the
way you remember it?

A. Well, veah, they were. Théy were pretty upset.
I can be-~in other words, I don't know if I'd be truthful
if I would say that there was quite a bit of shooting going
on. I do know that after this happened there seemed to be
a lot of, you know, morale going down and a lot of--I don't
know if we'd call it hate or revenge or what—--built up in-
side of the men and just get you know, plum mad, just sick
in revenge, I guess, vubt I'm not too clear on some things
after that point, to tell you the truth.

Q. TAYLOR was a pretty popular guy in the company?

A. Yes, he was. You never caught him in, you know,
bad, you know, morale. I mean he was always-—--his morale
was always up. He was always cracking a joke, and he never
took anything serious, you know.

Q. Well, those other guys on the point team or other
people in the company, were they--would it be right to say
they were shooting anything that moved during the day after
that.

A, I couldn't, you know, to be truthful about it.

All I know is, after that day we went into that village and

all of that, well, that was, I was never actually in a situation
like that myself. Of course, we had burned hootches in time
past, and we received sniper fire going across a rice paddy

or scmething. By the time you'd get up there you might see

an old lady or--you never seen anybody that you could return
fire on. 1In the village you seen somebody you give a warning
shot, and if they run, of course, we had to stop them some way.
We perceived that they were Vietnamese, or VC. We burned
hootches, you know, before, but never nothing that great on
that particular day.
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Q. Well, that particular day they burned every
hootch all the way down the village, right?

A. Well, I don't know if it was every hootch. I
know that in that immediate area where we were, just before
we went across that bridge, we didn't leave anything.

0. How about the bunkers and things where people
were hiding? Did the point team do a lot of dynamiting that
day?

A. Right.
Q. All the way down?
A. Pretty large portion of the way. Like I say,

right after TAYLOR got his foot blowed off and we got to-
gether, we had this supporting fire over here to come in.
After they were through we kind of got on line--sweep a vil-
lage, and we went through there, and then we went further
south with the whole company this particular day. There was
not a lot of excitement. We did burn more hootches that day,
and they were bigger and more nicer-type villages than the
ones we just left out of. Actually, it was--wasn't much of
a village to begin with, you see, just old shabby looking
hootches, but there were a few inhabitants there. These
were a little bit nicer as you go on further south. These
people done fishing and stuff like that, but we did burn
quite a bit of hootches that day, quite a bit.

Q. How many people did you see get shot down in
those nicer places?

A, I didn't see any, no.
Q. Did you see any civilians at all?
A, Yes. We saw some civilian people, just spotted

them here and there. Like I say, they done fishing. They
had their boats down there, and they would be working on
their boats or be out in the~-you could see a lot of the sam-
pans out in the ocean.

Q. You didn't see anybody shooting at any of those
people out there?
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A. No, I didn't see any of that.

Q. How about the people using the dynamite? Did you
hear that they had killed quite a few people that day?

A. Well now, whether they had dynamite,TNT, on that
particular day, I don't know, but I do know there were a
lot of grenades, fragmentation grenades, that were thrown
in--when they came to a foxhole or something or one of the
bunkers we would always clear it. We would throw a grenade
in it and set the hootch on fire. As far as shooting there
we did~-in my group--squad--we did, we apprehended a Viet-
namese man, but he was-~in other words, he didn't show like
he was ascared of us. Just like he=--anything we said he
would probably do it. So we kept him with us the biggest
portion of that day, and we even give him some of our food.
We got along real good with him, and we kept him with

us the biggest portion of the day. He even helped us

burn some of those hootches, and so that evening, of course,
we turned him loose. We didn't keep him. That is about the
only closest one that I remember getting to.

Q. Did you hear about anybody else getting closer to
any of them?

A. No, I sure didn't.

Q. Well, in other words, after TAYILOR got it, as I

understand it, you didn't see anything particularly different
about this day than any other day, except that you burned a
lot of hootches? 1Is that the way you remember it?

A, : "Yeah. Like I say, the morale went down when
TAYLOR was wounded cause he was hollering, "Kill 'em, kill

‘em, kill 'em," you know, when he got on the chopper, but
llke I say, he was a guy that spoke like that all the time.
Well, I said all the time. He was just one those type of
guys that was doing a lot of hollering. He was sort of like
that, but that was because he was probably really angry and
becau se of his foot, you know. It was all messed up. He
was hollering that when they put him on the chopper. The
morale really did go down. Possibly there was quite a bit
of fire that went on after that, but we did get some sup-
port. Again, I have to go back to the choppers. They came
and give us some more support, and then we went in to clear,
but as far as seeing anyone shoot or any of that, I don't
remember that whatsoever.
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Q. Do you remember finding some booby traps or mines
and destroying them as you were moving down the peninsula?

A, Yes, there was one that was found, one kind of a
mine, but I only remember the one that was planted into the
ground there. It was found by a point squad. I don't even
if they were with our platoon or not.

Q. What kind of a mine was it?

A. I don't know.

COL WILSON: When you went into your night defensive position,
were all of the platoons there or was one platoon....

A. All the platoon was there. We had

formed a company-size perimeter that night.

Q. Did anything occur that evening that you can re-
call?

A, No, nothing that stand out.

Q. You just took up your normal defensive position

and nothing irregular happened? Did you have any VC sus-
pects in the perimeter that night?

A. ' No, not that I recall.
Q. Do you ever carry a camera?
A. A camera? Yes, I had one while I was over there.

Well, I had it a few months after I was over there.

Q. Did you have any photographs from this paricular
operation?

A. No.

Q. Okay. You stayed in the night defensive position

that night and nothing unusual happened. What happened the
next morning?

A. Well, then we moved on back north, and we came

through that v1llage, still going on north. We came to an-
other--well, as you go up north there, like I say, you run
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into better villages. There is a lot of people. After we
got in there, I don't recall anything taking place until we
got there at that village. It was early morning, and we
started rounding up peorle. We rounded up people I guess
all day long. I have never seen so many people at one time.
There were thousands of them. And so we're all getting them
together, mostly women and children and old men, you know.
And we were instructed to keep separations, you know, of
that. But like I say, it was just hard to find a young

- male, military age, 'in a group of people like that. We did
find some 0ld men, 35 or 40, something like that. We didn't
pay much attention. We had them going up palm trees getting
us coconuts, you know. That morning, I forgot just how far
we did walk on the ocean front there. It was just a normal
day of gathering up people so they could be interrogated,
and search the villages. That's all we were doing.

Q. Did you move the people from the v1llages to the
beach or what?

A. We went into the villages and gathered them up.

- The villagers, they were right there on the South China Sea.
They were right there on the ocean front. The villages go
off in the trees. And it was more~--well, I, for one, was
walking on the beach there along with the rest of my platoon.
When we saw people we went in and got them. Our men was all
scattered out. We just pointed where they wanted to go.
Well, by nighttime, we had called every one of the v1llage
people in, all down in this--closer to the south

Q. Did anything unusual happen during the day while
these people were being rounded up?

A, _ No, nothing unusual.

Q. Did you see any helicopters come in?

A, : No. This was a tremendous place,

Q. Were you separated from the rest of the company

most of the day?
A. Yes, as sguads and platoons, we was sent out, you
know, you might say, go on further, deeper north into the

villages and get people. We found people of all kinds and
sizes there, a lot of wounded people, young men with legs
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missing, and we were justlgathering up the people. We were
gathering on this end and sending them out to the other end.
That's why we accumulated so many people.

Q. What time did you join the company again?

A, ‘Well, it was in the evening. It might have been
somewhere around 3 or 5 o'clock that evening. We were set-
ting up another night perimeter.

Q. Were these people still there when you got back
to the company?

A, The people what we haa gathered up?

Q. Yes.

A, Yes. They were still there at the village, only

up closer to this area up in here (indicating).

Q. You mean they were on the south-southern part.
Were they down on the beach?

A, Yes, I guess you could say they were right there
at the beach. They had the hootches built right there on
the beach.

Q. Did vou see any of them get any medical treatment?
A, No.
Q. Did you see any helicdpters'come in after you

joined the company?

A, Well, there might have been that one came in. I
think the CO, Captain MICHLES, he was up where these people
was being sent, congregating all these people together,; and

I think he was in this area because he had the other platoons
out gathering up these people and sending them up to him to
see if we could get a suspect out of all that group of
people. He stayed pretty much in that area. There could
have been a chopper that came in during the day. Like I say,
we were real busy going into these hootches, into the vil-
lages, and on further into the villages gathering all these
people up and then carrying them up there. That was just
our job.
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Q. Did you see any National Police or ARVNs there
that aftexnoon?

A, No, I didn't see any of those.

Q. Did YOu sce any of the military intelligence
people there?

A. No.

Q. Do you know any of the military intelligence
people?

A. NO.

Q. Have you heard of Mr, JOHNSON?

A, What rank was he?

. He was a lieutenant, but I dcn't think he wore

any insignia.

A. No, I'm sorry, I just don‘t remember.
Q. Did yvou ever know Sergeant PHU?
A. Sergeant PHU? The name, it does sound a little

familiar but--

Q. (Interposing) C Company's interpreter, Captain
MEDINA's interpreter. :

A. No. I never met him.

Q. I have some photo exhibits here. Do you know any-
thing about P-18, location or any individuals?

A. I recognize him.

Q. Who is that?

A, "I don't know his name.

Q. The soldier?

A. Right.
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Q. It's the only soldier in this photograph. Did
you ever see either one of those men dressed in military
uniforms? This is P-21. ’

A. I've seen him, the one wearing glasses here.

Q. The Vietnamese?

A. I've seen him, but I don't know his name.

Q. Where did you see him? Did you see him on this
operation?

A, I believe he was.

Q. p-22?

A. I've also seen hin.

Q. The American in the center of the photograph,
did you see him on the operation?

A. I believe he was there. I can't be sure.

Q. Did you ever see this man interrogate a prisoner?
A. Yes, I ha&e now. I have seen him. |
Q. Where?

A, He could have been on this particular operation.
Q. Do you know that?

A, | Say again. :

Q. Was he?

A, Yes, I believe they were flew in one day that we

were there. Yes, he has a real persuasive way about him,
interrogating people. I do remember now. They were interro-
gators there.

Q. Did you see him use any unusual techniques?

A, Yes, I have seen him take and slap one of the ones
he was speaking to, but only one time.
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Q. Anything worse than that?

A. No, nothing worse than that.

Q. Did you ever see this particular area here? This
is P-28.

A. They all look the same. I can't be sure. We

done quite a bit of CA'ing and flying. We was real excited.
One time we done so much flying I thought we was going to
get something out of it, you know, as many hours of flying
time. We thought we was going to get some kind of medal.

3

Q. Air Medal?

A. Something like that. We just had a few hours to
go. We were pretty close to it, because we done a lot of it.
Q. That's pretty hard to get unless you're a crew
member.

A. That's what they said, but you hear a lot of

everything. But we done quite a bit of flying.

Q. What happened that night up there in the night
defensive position?

A. Well, again, they brought us hot chow. I think

we got, you know, through eating and digging around 7 o'clock
that night. We were dug in there right by the ocean. And
how this ocean is formed here, I could show you on this.

I can kind of give you an idea.

Q. Exhibit 25?2

A. This is going to be, let's see, the ocean--

Q. 1:25,000 sheet, whatever the exhibit number is.
Exhibit MAP-4 (actually Exhibit MAP-6). This is the

area that you're talking about, up here.

A, - It does make kind of a big turn in here.

Q. Do you remember passing over some real sandy

ground as you moved up to that area? Was it hard to walk in?
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A, Yes. It seemed like the further up you went, the
worse it got. Somewhere along in here (indicating) I would
say that we were by the ocean right in here. We were on
this parcel of ground. It was kind of rough terrain. Now,
where we had those people congregated at, they were in be-
hind our perimeter.

Q. What do you mean behind?

A. They were back to the north,

Q. This is north up here.

A. Well, it would be back south. They were back

south of us. That's where we got all the people, and there
weren't supposed to be any people to our front. Our company
was formed something like this.

Q. In the perimeter?

A, In the perimeter, yes. We were facing, my squad's
particular position was facing north. Like I said, we were
served hot chow that night, and then about 7 o'clock we went
down and started digging our foxholes. I'm not too sure a-
bout the time. I believe it was around 1900. We were fac-
ing the village that we had just got all those people out,
toward the north, and so we started, of course, pulling our
guard, and during the night--

RCDR: (Interposing) One correction here, Son My Hamlet
map .

COL WILSON: It doesn't make any difference. I was just
interested. We don't have a 1:25,000 sheet that shows that
area except this one. He could be using any 1:25,000 map.

RCDR: The Son My Hamlet map should be Exhibit MAP -6. as
opposed to Exhibit MAP-4 as you stated.

A, So we were dug in and I think we started pulling
guard somewhere around 7 or 8 o'clock. There was three to a
foxhole. To my right, over to the ocean, our machinegun was
set up there on top of a hill. The terrain was not level.

It kind of swooped down a little bit from the ocean. That's
where we were dug in. There were three in the position that
I was in. It was along toward the later evening, darkness--

(HALL) 74 APP T-240

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

I did hear some screaming or hollering or something that
went on during that night hour. What time it was, I don't
know. I did hear some firing. Another machinegun had fired.
I thought of what it could be, but I didn't think any more
about it. At about 0215 I just had come off of guard. May-
be I had been asleep for an hour, hour and a half, and GARCIA,
he got ahold of my foot and was shaking me. He said we were
being mortared. We were being hit at about 0215 with mortar
fire. That's when MILUS was wounded, and then Sergeant
RUSHIN and another, I don't remember his name, part of my
squad. That's when we had two men killed and about three or
four wounded, and I think some out of another platoon.

Q. | MILUS killed and RUSHIN, ANDERSON, MILLSAP, MOSS,
and HARTZELL wounded.

A. MILLSAP is one that I couldn't think of.

Q. He was in your squad?

A. Right.

Q. Where was this screaming you heard? What time

was this, and where was it?

A. I don't know what time. I don't know if it was
just--I know it was before midnight, I know that.

Q. Was it in a perimeter or outside?

A. No, it was outside, out of those people that

were congregated. All of those people, like I said, we sent
them back to this one particular location, and that's where
the screaming had come from, and I heard a machinegun fire.
What it was, I don't know. I didn't ask.

Q. : These people were in the location that you de-
scribed as being south of where your perimeter was. Is that
correct? '

a. . Right.

Q. They're still there. Were they going to stay
there all night?

A, I imagine so.
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Q. Were they under guard?

A. I don't know if they were or not. They could
have been. We didn't look to our--well, us facing north, I
did remember one time I looked to my left. I think Uptight
is over in that direction. I did notice some Vietnamese
people, men, boy, couple of boys walking down this paricular
trail. And that's--

Q. (Interposing) After dark?

A. No, this was in the later evening. Seé, even
around 7 o'clock it was still light. That's about all I
could say about that.

Q. Well, did you see any helicopters come in, aside
from the medevac earlier that day? Did you see any helicop-
ters come in and bring some National Police or Vietnamese or
anybody in there?

A. No, I didn't see it.

Q. Now, what about the evacuation of these wounded
men. Do you remember a helicopter coming in?

A. Right.

Q. You had one of your boys wounded. Who took him
to the pickup zone?

A. MILLSAP. He was the one that had quite a bit to
do with that. He himself was wounded. He helped, I think,
get MOSS in there. MILUS was killed instantly. He was man-
gled, but they got what they could of him in a poncho, and
then they put him on a chopper, and then they got MOSS. He
was bleeding real bad. Sergeant LIAS was the one that was
trying to hold his head up. He was there in the foxhole with
him. MILLSAP really stood out that particular night trying
to help these men. He himself was wounded. He went in and

I never saw him after that.

Q. Did you see him get on the helicopter?
A. I didn't because it was dark.
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Q. So it was a little distance from you where they
got aboard?

A. Yes. I guess it was something like 7% meters,
60 or 75 meters.

Q. Do you remember if the helicopters came in with
any gunship escort?

A. Yes, we did have some support overhead because
you could see the red lines of fire in the sky coming all
around. I think they had a plane out there that night also.
I don't know what it was. I guess they call it a spotter
plane, but they did have some helicopters pulling security,
guarding that one that was trying to get in there to dust
them off.

Q. Do you recall Sergeant LIAS getting teed-off with
a VC suspect or a Vietnamese?

A. Well, he pretty much kept his cool.

Q. At any time during this operatioﬁ?

A, No, we would all get mad, you know, want to

knock them around a little bit, but I never did see that
from Sergeant LIAS at all. He pretty much was a very square
squad leader.

Q. Now, did you see or hear of a Vietnamese woman
badly wounded that day before dark being brought in and dust-
ed off?

A, No.

Q. This was when they were firing or marking rounds
for the night defensive fires, artillery, after that.

Q. It seems like I want to remember something like
that, but I can't be sure. With Captain MICHLES, he done
that quite a bit. He was always the type of captainw-I don't
know, that's why I say he stood out so much as far as I'm
concerned. He was always mindful,of these people. If they
were wounded he would send them in. A suspect or anything,
he would make sure they were treated right.
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Q. You mean the Vietnamese?
A. The Vietnamese, yes. That's about it.
MR WALSH: You remember when you were moving north, up to

the big village up north, on the 18th, the third day, you
had an order passed along to stop the burning hootches?

A. Well, I don't recall that we even burned them to
begin with--you know, and then you get-—-it could have been,
but actually, I don't remember burning any hootches at all

in that bigger village.

Q. How about on the way up north? Of course, I

guess they were all burning until you got up to the bridge,

and then beyond that, do you remember burning any more hootches
as you moved north, pass the bridge and up into that area

with the big wvillage?

A. No, I don't remember any of that at all.

LTC NOLL: As you worked your way south on the 17th, do you
recall the type of company formation that you used going
down this strip of land?

A, Yes. It was more of a spread-out type situation,
- because you had your--well, there was big trail to begin
with, and you had hootches off on the left and over to the
right. It seemed like the--in other words, as this trail
went on down moving south, the terrain had a tendency to get
wider from that bridge I was telling you about. You only
had just a short piece of land between the river and the
ocean itself, but as you go on scuth it just seems to make

a turn, and that gives you more land to the left, and so we
were nore or lecgs in 2 kind of a scattered tvpe form here.
Hootches tc our left and to our right, we searched them out
and most of them we did destroy as we moved on.,

Qs Did you notice the location of any of the other
platoons in relation to your platoon?

A, Nene whatscever, no.
Q. Is there anyway that you could fix the approxi=-
mate time that you received the order, or that Lieutenant

WILLINGHAM received the order, to stop the killing in My Lai
(1) , right across the bridge there?
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A. You mean what time?
Q. Yes, what time of day?
A. Between 1030 and 1130, I guess. I don't think

we had lunch yet.

COL WILSON: Was there any change in your operations after
you came back to either Uptight or Barker? When you went
back into the normal A0, did your operational procedures
change any from the standpoint of destruction, burnings--
any change to the operation, or did they go on as before?

A. That night after we were mortared there

near the ocean we were choppered back to Uptight the
next day. ULike I say, from the very beginning, to

us it was a search and destroy mission and all of a
sudden it did--after that call came through from Captain
MICHLES--I believe it was Captain MICHLES-~-him being
our CO, it was just, you know, altogether a change
there. 1In other words, Jjust cooled with it.

Q. I mean after you got back, after the 19th, after
you went back into Uptight for the next couple of months, as
long as you were with Task Force Barker? Did there appear

to be any difference in your operations than there was before
the l6th of March, or were they the same?

A, No, I guess just the normal, ah....

Q. Same as before?

A. Just normal procedure.

Q. Do you have any knowledge of any investigations

or ingquiries conducted while you were in Vietnam after this
operation concerning this operation?

A. . No.

Q. Did anybody ask you questions or anybody you know
questioned about this operation?

A, Not to my knowledge, no.
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Q. Did anybody ever say not to say anything about it
or to keep quiet?

A, No, nothing that I recollect there. Like I say,
we never done anything like that before as far as going in
on that type of operation, but I don't recall anybody say-
ing not to say anything about it or anything like that.

0. When you say you never did anything like that be-
fore going in on that type of operation, what do you mean by
that?

A. I don't know. Just to stand there and see a
machinegun, I don't know, just repeatedly fire into a village
like that. In other words, anything that moves, you were to
kill it, and we knew we were going to destroy or burn the
hootches and everything. Of course, we had done that before,
but never--well, this was a little bit larger than before.

A hootch or two along, we received sniper fire. You would .
forever, you know, if you receive fire we thought it might
be from this particular hootch, or maybe Charlie would stay
up there, or something. We would go in there and tear it
down. We wouldn't always burn it. We would tear the sides
of the walls down or something like that. But it was one of
unusual--on this particular mission.

Q. Now, do you think that this was a result of hav-
ing been briefed before you went in there or something that
developed after you got into the area?

A. Well, as I say, the instructions that were given
to us, we knew that we were going to go in and destroy the
village, because we were all anticipating that the VC were
going to be in there, so any type of fire, anything we seen
we would have to shoot it or it would get us. I don't know
if that is the way you wanted it answered or not, but that
is about the only way that I could.

0. In other words, you think it probably had some-
thing to do with the briefing in your opinion, before you
went in there and not something that developed as a result
of casualties that you received and various things like
that?
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Q. If I told you that the body count report from the
1lst Platoon on the morning of the 16 March was 38, would you
say that is an accurate count? The morning of 16 March?

A, Well, no. I can't say that would be accurate.
Like I say, the only—~I do know I seen three bodies, and
there were others, I'm sure, in bunkers and probably in
hootches, that I didn't see myself. 8o, as an individual,
I can only say what I did see.

Q. Do you know if there was any abuse of marijuana
in B Company?

A, Well, no. TAYLOR, he had a pocket full of some-
thing. I think HOOTON kept trying to tell him it was nothlng
but old smelly tobacco, and he kept saying it was marijuana.
I don't know which one was right.

Q. When was this?

A. This was when we were at Uptight one time, and we
went through a village, and he had a pretty good little bag
of it. It looked like tobacco to me. I wouldn't

know what it looks like if I seen it anyway. He said

that is what it was, and he said how much it would

be if he had it in the States, and HOOTON said it

was nothing but tobacco, and I don't know which one is right.

Q. Do you know if there was any problem in the com-
pany of people using marijuana?

A, No, I never did see anything like that at all.

Q. You were never told not to discuss this operation?
2. T don't reccllect anything like that at all.

C. Do you have any documents or letters or tape

recordings or photographs or anything that might assist us
in building this picture of the B Company operations?

A. Well, the thought went through my mind, if I had
my camera on that particular time to take a picture of a
village that had been flattened like that, it would have
probably taken it, but I didn't. This didn't go through

my mind because, like I say, this was something of a really
different type of operation, and I don't have anything.
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Q. ' Do you know anyone who had a camera out there
those 4 days?

A. No, sir, I sure don't. Quite a few ot the boys
had one, but as far as giving a name or anything like that,
I just couldn't be right there.

Q. Do you have any further testimony?
A. None whatsoever.
Q. Do you have any further statements to make that

might assist us in developing this picture?

A. Well, 1/20, I believe, I don't know who their CO
was or anything, but while we were destroying this village,
there was some more in another area doing the same thing,
and it could have been 1/20, but I did hear that, and that
is all that I know.

Q. When did you hear that?

A. This was on the same day we were destroying this
village.

Q. What did you hear?

A. I just heard that another company, 1t could have

been 1/20, they were doing the same thing that we were doing.
They were destroying a village in another location when we
were destroying this one.

Q. When you talk about destroying this one, are you
talking about the v1llage just south of the bridge on the
16th of March? That is the village you are talking about,
because there were more, but it was at different times. Are
you talking about the village where the machinegunner fired?
Is that the one you are referring to as far as B Company is
concerned?

A, . About what I heard that night?
Q. No, you said at the time you were destroying this
village, C Company was destroying another village. You are

talking about the village where MILUS fired the M-60? Is
that correct?
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A, Right. I think they were, in some other area.
Q. The 1/20 was in another area?
A. Right.
| Q. Anything else?
A, No, sir.

MR WALSH: What did you hear about 1/207?

A. Well, actually, I didn't even know, or it was
brought to my rememberance. Sergeant RUSHIN is the one that
did tell me that was 1/20 on another particular operation,
but he brought this to my rememberance that this was 1/20.
While we there at this village this other company was doing
the very same thing. They had this type of operation going
on also, and other than that, that is about all that I know.

COL WILSON: Mr. HALL, I request that you not discuss your
testimony in this investigation with others, including other
witnesses for this investigation, except as you may be re-
quired to do before a competent judicial, legislative, or
administrative body. We ask that you not discuss your tes-
timony. The only place this would not apply is if yvou are
called before a legislative body or a judicial body or an-
other board such as this one.

A. Right. It would have to be something like this?

Q. Right. This is an administrative board. We are
trying to continue with the investigation without outside
influence. We are trying to keep our testimony quiet.

0. Well, I have been doing some thinking. Just like

I started off awhile ago about that I heard about his massacre,
and like I said, I haven't even heard of that until I men-
tioned Pinkville area and the specialist said that is what

he was talking about, and you feel like now that you are not
involved in it. It's just that yvou don't even know what to
think too much about, and here you are a civilian and you

are asked guestions about something that took place, and I
don't know, something like a nightmare, I guess.
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COL WILSON: We appreciate your help.

(The hearing recessed at 1514 hours, 26
January 1970.) :
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(The hearing reconvened at 1302 hours, 2 March 1970.)
COL WILSON: The hearing will come to order.

RCDR: The following persons are present: COL WILSON and
MAJ THOMAS. :

The first witness 1is Mr. Homer C. HALL.

(MR HALL was recalled as a witness, was sworn, and
testified as follows:)

Please state your full name, occupation, and resi-
dence?

A. My name is Homer C. HALL. I'm a truck driver with
Harper Motor Lines: address is 6678 S. Expressway, Jonesboro,
Georgia.

COL WILSON: Mr. HALL, as a recall witness, there are a lot of
questions we are not going over, but what I want to do in ask-
ing you to come back is to give you an indication of what we
have determined that happened on the 16th, 17th, 18th, 19th of
March and see if there are any gaps in this that you might be
able to fill after we build the picture as we know it. In other
words, you may be able to recall some things, and this is the
real purpose of having you back here, because you had a better
recall than most of our witnesses. So with that in mind, I think
I'll just start by giving you an idea day by day of what we be~-
lieve happened and see if there is anything that you might be
able to fill in. Now, when you were here before, you were
briefed on the concept of the operation on MAP-4 there, weren't
you?

A. I think so, yes.

Q. Do you recall this?

A. It looks familiar,.yes°

Q. You were also briefed on an aerial photograph, a

large aerial photograph, exhibit P-168.

A, Right.
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Q. Since that tlme, we've got some new photography
which I don't think you ve seen. This is Exhibit P-217. You
didn't see these did you?

A. It doesn't look familiar.

Q. All right. This scale is about a half an inch to

. one hundred meters.

(COL WILSON orientated the witness on Exhibit P-217.)
All right, we'll go over to our photos here.
(COL WILSON orientated the witness on the photbs.)

There was an 0815 touchdown for the first 1lift and an 0827 touch-
down for the second lift. The whole company should have been
there by 0830, off the helicopters. Now, it was at 0845 when

the first booby trap was tripped, 15 minutes after the last lift
- touched down, so the 2d Platoon must have moved out pretty fast,
too. We're not sure of their formation. We believe that the lst
Platoon peeled off and went to Route 521 or to that major trail,
about the same time that the 2d Platoon started moving up toward
Pinkville.

A, Yes.

Q. I think everybody moved out about the same time.
You weren't in column.- You just peeled off in different di-
rections.

A, That's right.

Q. Next, before the lst Platoon got to the bridge here,
this booby trap had been tripped at 0845. That killed Lieuten-
ant COCHRAN. It could have been that the advance element of
the platoon was by the bridge, but I don't think so. I don't
think you moved through there that fast. I believe you stated
that there was a question of whether or not there were some
hand grenades thrown in the platoon area.

A. Yes.
Q. That didn't go off.
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A, No.

Q. If nothing else, that tends to slow you down?

A, .Oh, yes.

Q. I would imagine that that point group was not moving

too fast, anyhow, through this area?
A. Probably not.

Q. Now, we also found that there was a PRC-25 radio
with the point, carried by JENKINS, or just right behind the
point. The purpose of putting him up there was so that the
platoon leader could have communication with the point, and
then there was machinegun attached to the point, or following
right behind the point, which was MILUS' gun. We estimate

that it was somewhere around 0920 or 0930 in there that the

lst Platoon crossed that bridge. At least elements of the pla-
toon crossed the bridge, and that prior to crossing the bridge
the two rifle squads, the first and the second squad, built up
a position on each side of the river bank while the point moved
over, and then one squad peeled over and moved on behind the
point. We don't know exactly which way it was. We have two
different prospectives on this. One is that the point moved
over the bridge. The first and second squads were sort of in
line on each side of the bridge or in position on the side of
the bridge where they could cover the movement of that point
across.

A, That's right.

Q. Now, one of those platoons peeled and followed the
point, and then the 2ather sguad followed that one. The stoxry
that we get in one case is the first squad--we won't pay any
attention to the numbers--the first squad that crossed took up
a security position on that far side of the bridge, on the west
side of the bridge, as soon as they got over there, and the
last squad moving over moved through it and followed the point
on down into the village. The other story that we get is that
one squad moved over across the bridge and just stayed behind
the point and the last squad coming over established the sec-
urity position on the bridge. Do you recall this in any way?
Do you know what your squad did? Whether it followed the point?
Can you think back on that?
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A. It could have been our squad that was following the
point, but I can't be sure. I do know that the point men were
almost, well, all the time visible. We could see them and except
for maybe when the trail bended a little bit. We might not al-
ways be able to physically see one of the point men, but from

as much as I could say, we could see the point squad mostly all
the time as we moved.

Q. Do you recall where Lieutenant WILLINGHAM was?

A, We were moving toward this bridge. He was behin
us.
Q. You must have been in the leading squad, then, goiig

to the brldge Now, whether you kept that position going over
the bridge is what I wonder. When you crossed the bridge, where
was Lieutenant WILLINGHAM?

A. I believe he was still behind us.

Q. You probably were the first squad over?

A. Yes, we probably were, but I couldn't be sure.
Q. Now, just when you got on the other side of the

bridge, what happened?

A. Well, we moved on up toward, well, kind of the out-
skirt of the village and we stopped. Two or three of the point
men, they did go on in and kind of move into the, you know, por-
tions of the village. We stayed there, and Lieutenant WILLINGHAM
did come up toward the front.

Q. How long after you were there did he come up to the
front? ‘

A. Oh, it could have been 10, 15, 20 minutes. I co:ldn'+
be precise.

Q. Had the firing already started?

A. No, the firing hadn't already begun.

Q. Well, let's look at this photograph a minute and sce

if we can flgure this picture (referring to aerial photo, Exhilit
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P-217). Now, do you recall the squads moving intc position on
each side of the bridge up on the river bank.

A, : This is before we crossed the bridge?

Q. Yes. If you don't, all right. I just wondered if
you did? '

A. Ne, I couldn't.

Q. Let's look at this photOgraphrvery closely. There

is a ridge that comes down here. Do you recall that, this big
sand dune that runs .all the way up and down the coast? This
is the sea over here.

A. Oh, this is the sea?

Q. Yes. This is the beach?

A. Right.

Q. You crossed this bridge and you look ahead you shculd
see a big rise?

A. Yeah, it rises up.

Q. When you cross the bridge, the trail moves toward

the sea, right?

A.. I didn't notice that trail running on up there.

It seemed to be vegetated, you know, rough to walk on. It was
rough terrain up toward there. The reason I remember that so
well is when we were, I mean it was the next day, after we had
landed, we were moving back toward the bridge where TAYLOR step-
ped on that booby trap. We had received some sniper fire over
in there, and I loocked out. I remember that real good. It was
just rough, just kind of thickly vegetated. It wasn't what you
would say high, but it did look like you would have a time trying
to walk through there, but I don't remember a trail when we come
over that bridge. There was a trail, you see, that runs both
ways along this water, a peninsula you call it.

Q. Well then, let's look at this from this standpoint.

This bridge is about 80 meters; maybe it's between 80 and 100
meters. What we're saying is the length from the east end of this
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bridge to the beach is about 300 meters. It is not very far.
A. No, that's about right.

Q. Okay. You have to recognize this areca probalbly has
more water in it than when you were there, and this trail has
been destroyed. When you came off the end of this bridge and
you walked a little ways, how far did you walk before you turned?

_A. “ It could have been like 20, 25 feet, as I can recall
it. It wasn't a very good distance.

Q. ‘Now, this trail at one time came over this bridge,
and I think it would have been about the same when you were
there. According to the picto map, the trail came straight out
here and went up to about where this bridge is, and it could
have gone over the bridge or maybe it stopped. Like I say,
maybe this photograph that we are looking at is quite old. See
where this trail came off MAP-4? It came right down here and
stopped. There was another trail that came all the way down

to the south. We also had witnesses say that there was a trail
that ran on the east side of the river,; the My Khe River, and
you can still see this trail a little bit running south of the
bridge. I'm sure that at one time this was a trail. It pro-
bably still is. You kind of lose it up there on the north side.
That may be the end of it, but also, we've had witnesses that
felt that the one squad or possibly elements of the platoon
turned south right on the other side of the bridge, and some
felt that they came out on this trail, and they hit a fork, a
fork or an intersection; it sounds more like a fork to me.

This trail branched off to the north and branched off to the
south, and where it branched off to the south, somewhere in this
area, is where it went down into that village. If you recall
leaving the bridge and then going down this trail by the river,
you wouldn't have been in the center of the village. You would
have been right by the river. You would have been walking right
by the water if that is the trail. If you came further in, it
could be that the village is where this vegetation is on the
photograph. It could be that the village was further to the
east. I don't know. I'm trying to bring it back to your mind,
the area we're talking about. Of course, the village could have
been extended further to the south. I'm trying to give you the
recall of about a 300 meter length here, with about 50 meters

in from the beach a ridge that ran north-south along there and
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a trail that could have come inland a little ways. It probably
did. Of course, we could have had another branch off of that
trail. I don't know. :

A. Well, what you said, now, about that coming in.
Some felt, a witness, said it was kind of forked. I would go
along. As I said, we came off that bridge. I could have been
wrong about the 20, 25 feet. I don't know, but I do know that
this water was visible.

0. It was when you were walking south?

A, - Yeah, it was.

Q. You could see that?

A. Right, it was visible. You could just look

down at any time. It had quite a bit of water in it at that
time.

Q. How far was this water from where you were walking?
A. Oh, 30, 40 feet.
Q. Is that all? You were probably, in that case, you

were probably going right down in here.
A. I would say so.
Q. You were walking down right by the river, then? 30

or 40 feet?  What is that 10 yards up to that wall? You were
walking right by the river.

A, It was always visible.

Q. Were you that close to it? From where I am to that
wall?

A. No, we were further away than that. I'm not too

good about judging feet.

Q. That's why I want to point ocut, what we're talking
about. Now, let's put it in yards. You can probably judge yards
better than feet. Okay, don't you think?

A. Yeah, I'1l give it a go.
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Q. Let's put it in yards. We're talking about a dis-
tance here from where I'm standing of about 10 yards to that
wall. '

A. No, it was further away than that.

Q. Would it be twice that far? Three times that far?
A. Well, let's say three times that far.
‘Q. About 30 vards. Well, even at that, 30 yards will

put you in here. It's going to put you right in this vegetated
area.

A. Let me say this: when you come off and make that
turn, that trail, it seems like it has kind of a turn, you know.
It kind of leads away a little bit. It is not straight, you
know, through the village itself. It does kind of--

Q. (Interposing) Do you ever recall a trail leading off to
the left?
A. Well, that is the one where you get off inside, you

know, some of the village. I told you that"when I kind of went
up on a little ridge and there was a breakaway through.

Q. I'm not talking about that.

A, That is the only one I know of,

Q. - Is that right?

A. That I can remember.

Q. There was supposed to have been one that led up

- to the north and stayed on the east side of the ridge and kept
on going up north. I'm talking about one that went on up over

to the sea.

A. Right. I thought we were trying to find that going

south.
Q. Yes, I was wondering if you could recall one that

leads off in that direction?
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A. We went on that trail that evening.
Q. Did you recall seeing it that morning?
A. .The trail? -

(COL, WILSON indicates in the affirmative.)

Yes, it was noticeable because when you come across the bridge
you can see it. It is visible.

Q. How far is it from the bridge?

A. Well, I guess I would have to go along, maybe it was
kind of a fork there. You got one that goes one way.

Q. One goes one way and one goes the other way?
A, Right.
Q. Do they fork about in the same place, or did one

of these turn in like this and this road just keep going on
up like that?

A. You're talking about this one goes into--
Q. (Interposing) Goes into the north.
A. The north, yeah. 2As you come off that bridge here,

this trail here. That trail that goes to the north, it's not
a great span of distance by that river, you know. The reason
why it was so noticeable is because it's like a swamp, you
know, and we could see different types of animals and little
things floating around in there, lizards and snakes, but that's
a little bit closer. It seems like it runs quite a distance.
It seems like it was more closer to this water here. Now,

it could have been that you've got your river over here, and
this length of water was up at that time. It could have been
where that water was in. You see, when the creek would over~
flow and get around the trunks of the trees or anything like
that, it looked like a swamp to me. I didn't want to get down
in there because we could see snakes.
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Q. When you take this road to the south, after you
got on the other side of the bridge and you started heading
south, how far was it until you started hitting the first
hootches?

A. Well, I'd say maybe 100, 150 meters.

Q. Now, were the hootches on both sides of that
trail?

A. Well, the trail did seem to walk down the middle

in those villages. They were kind of cleared out, you know.
When we walked through, there were hootches on the left and
to the right. In other words, it seemed like we were just
walking right through the middle of it. They were, you know,
scattered here and there.

Q. | So you had to be inland a little way from the
water.

A; Oh, yeah, we were.

Q. ' This kind of aﬁgles that road off instead of

bringing it out here. Some brought it out here and brought
it south. You're angling it here.

A. Well, by that, it could have gone middle ways ba-
tween this kind of ridge and this river here.

Q. That's right.

A, " I'1l go along with that.

Q. About the time you hit these hootches, which would
-probably be somewhere down in here?

A. That's right.

Q. Would you say the hootches extended just along the

trail, or did they extend, say, from the water over to the
ridge and up?

A. Well, I guess the best way to describe it, they set
about in the middle, you know, this area here.
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Q. Say that ridge is right there where I put the
pencil, and, of course, you've got this part right here. I
was wondering, did the houses follow real close to this trail,
or did they kind of extend back in here?

A. 'Right.

Q. They moved back off the trail, then?

A. Right. They were more or less scattered in there,
Q. You say they weren't all lined upbon the trail?

A. No.

.Q. | So then, if I show that village starting right about
here, it would cover an area about like this?

A. Right.

Q. It wouldn't all be right along this trail? -

A. Oh,'no. |

Q. Let's say something like that (drawing on the map).
Would that be right?

A. I think so, yeah.

0. ' What we've drawn here is a distance of about 60, 70

meters on each side of the trail.

A. Uh-huh.

Q. How many hootches'do you think were in that area?
A. About 10 or 15 at the most.

Q. 10 or 152

A, I couldn't be accurate.

Q. Did you see any bunkers in the area?
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A. Yes, there were bunkers,

Q. Were these bunkers by each hootch, or were they in
a bunker complex?

A. Not particularly. For instance, if you're walking
-down the middle of this village--well, when we got to what I
thought to be about the middle of the village on this trail I
was talking about that goes all the way to--

Q.. (Interposing) To the ridge, yes.

A. To the beach there, wherever that trail is at,

there seems to be a bunker. Well, in fact, there were a couple
of bunkers that led right up that trail over that ridge there.
I do. remember those two.

Q. : Just bunkers by themselves?

A. Yeah, juét dug out holes. They had these beams that
supported them, just a hole in the ground.

Q. What was the purpose of those bunkers? Did they
look like family bunkers or combat bunkers?

A. Combat.

Q. Did they have holes in them where you could fire

out of them?

A. ' " No.

Q. They didn't?

A. They just seemed to be a shelter type.

Q. A shelter type. Where was that trail? Where do you.

think that trail was that went up to the sea, with reference to
the village? Was it before you got to the village?

A. Are you talking about the trail that I just men-
tioned?

Q. Yes, the one that went up this way.
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A. We come over this way and kind of turned. We had
just about went through, let's say, possibly all the hootches.
T didn't notice any more out any further. Which way is this?

Q. ' South.

A. ‘That trail turned and went up over the ridge onto:
the beach there, a little better than halfway where the hootches
was at. Is that the fork of the trail?

Q. Yes.

A, I believe it would be on up.

Q. Further than this?

A. ' Just a little bit further up.

Q. Were these bunkers right beside the village? You

said they were up on the ridge, didn't you?

A. I said I noticed two.
Q. That's what I'm talking about.
A. In particular, on this trail, just before you go

over this ridge here and onto the beach, there was a particu-
lar bunker there because TAYLOR got some o0ld gentleman out, you
know, that had been hiding in there. I think he didn't go down
in there to get him. He happened to spot him. That's why I
remember that one in particular setting right beside that trail,
and there was another one right down this way.

Q. | That ridge was Just about here. It was on your
side of the ridge, wasn't it? So it would be right about here?

A, Right, yeah, right in there. Just before you cross
over that ridge.

Q. Now, this is a bunker. Was this one of the well-
built bunkers that you were talking about, with beams?

A. That was a well-built one, right.
Q. You say TAYLOR got an old man out of there?
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A. Right. There was an old gentleman. Well, he
stayed pretty much hid during the excitement that was going
on. We were, you know, getting the people together. This

0ld man was spotted, and TAYLOR, I think he reached down there
trying to get him out, grabbed him by the hand and helped him
get out of there.

Q. I thought you said there were two bunkers there?
A. I did. The other one was back down here.

Q. Further into the village?

A. Right. It came back away from this ridge. Those

are the two that I can tell you that I remember. There were

other bunkers, you know, that was, you know, that might have

been in different spots in this wvillage here, because, like I
say, there were guite a few being blown up, but those are the
only two that stand out in my mind.

Q. " You mentioned that you had rounded up some people?
A. Well, that was the procedure when we go out to a
village like that, and we did congregate these people and put
them all in one hootch.

Q. What time was this?

A. I don't remember. I think I answered all that the
last time I was here. :

Q. " I'm trying to fix the time, because the last time
you were here I don't think we had the time. We figured there
was heavy small arms fire in that area about 0935.

A, This was afternoon.

Q. And how many people was that?

A, There might have been possibly 20, 25 after we got
them all, children, no particular ages.

Q. And they all came out of this village?

(HALL) 99 | ,  APP T-240

<

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

A. The ones we rounded up, right. All in this immed-
iate area here. You see, there were some there on the beach.
There were four women. We even got those. We got them all
together.

Q. 'So it's in thlS area, in the 15 hootches, you had
rounded up between 20 and 25 people, or did you say 15, 20, 25?
A. 15 to 25. Babies, mamas carrying babies.

Q. Mostly women and children?

A. Right.

Q. Now, what time do you think you had this number of

people rounded up?

A, I'd say around 2 or 3 o'clock something like that. It
could have been a little earlier. It was right in the afternoon.
it was afternoon, I know.

Q. That's all right. Did TAYLOR help this old man out
of the bunker after it was destroyed, or was that bunker ever
destroyed?

A, That bunker was--no, it was not destroyed as I
remember it.

Q. What time of day was this? Was this while the
point was in the village or what?

A. No, when the man-- |

Q. (Interposing) Yes.

A. It was around 2 o'clock in the afternoon.

Q. About the same time?

A. Right; about the same time.

Q. The destruction, as we understand it, took place

in the morning. I suppose--
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A. (Interposing) Right.

Q. So this bunker apparently was not destroyed that
morning. ‘

A. ~ No.

. Now, these people that were rounded up about 1430
or 1500, were they rounded up as a result of searching the
village?

A, Yes.

Q. Now, we figure most of the firing occurred or, at
least--put it this way: at 0930 that morning a swift boat,

 which was operating right out here in this, observed a lot of

small-arms fire right through here, right in that area (indi-
cating the village area). That's 0930. Now, somebody was

in there firing at that time. I don't know whether it was
the point or the platoon or what it was. I think it was the
point. It could have been the point, the first squad, or

the second squad behind the point, whichever one that may
have been, but at any rate, there was some heavy firing going
on. It didn't last very long. Now, about the time that
firing started, or just 5 minutes before that swift boat saw
that heavy firing going on, was when that second boocby trap
was tripped back over there at 0930. I'm just trying to pull
these events together, and I don't know whether you all heard
that booby trap go off or not. It was right up near where
Lieutenant COCHRAN was killed and got those three other men.
All this seems to have occurred around the same time. At
0930 the boat out in the ocean saw a lot of small arms fire
going on along what they called the beach. It was right
about where you all were. At 0930, that booby trap was

. tripped back on the other side of the river and at 0955 the

lst Platoon reported its first casualty, 12 VC killed, and
we figure somewhere along 0925 or 0930 that point had to be
over in here on this side of the bridge, on the east side of
the bridge, somewhere in the vicinity of that village. They
didn't have to be in the village. They could have been out-
side the village and that heavy small arms fire could have
been coming from a machinegun.

‘A. Well, like I said, they flew us out some more
ammunition. The machinegunner was with the point quite a lot.
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There was some small arms fire that was going on. A lot of
fire was coming from this machinegun. We had not already
gone into begin to search, and we saw, you know, this parti-
cular bunker that I told you about and that one down in here
or even congregated the people, but we were still in this
area. We had not, what you say, infiltrated into the village

itself.

Q. All right. Let's go back a minute. Where was
that machinegun? Where was the machinegun firing from?

A. Let's see, we came off this bridge. I'm trying to
think. I cannot be too definite about this. Did you get
others who may have said different? I want to get it as sure
as I can. We went off this bridge and kind of made a right-
hand turn into the wvillage here. We got right here, kind of
on the outskirts. We weren't as far as the hootches here.
There could have been some people in them, but the machineqgun
was deployed, I would say, about right in here.

Q. And you said there could have been some people in
them? Did you search these hootches?

A. We hadn't vet.

Q. Was the machinegun deployed so that it was firing
into those hootches?

A. Yes. In other words, the whole village itself was
being fired on. :

Q. Okay, the gun was about right here? Is that right?

A, I'd say about right in here.

Q. Just before you get into the main part of the village?
A. Right.

Q. And the field of fire for that weapon was the com-

plete area of the village. It brought all of the hootches in
the area under fire. Is that correct?

A, It appeared to me from how I was--
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0. (Interposing) Where were you?

A. I was standing--we were coming down this trail,
kind of behind the machinegun.

Q. 'Your whole squad?
A, : Right.
Q. ' Tﬁat'was.fhé first squad?
A, The whole platoon,‘you might say, went out this
. way and moved kind of in a line. A
Q. : : But-your squad, this is the first squad, right?
A. I believe it was.
Q. . " You were in LIAS' squad?
A, | Yes, Sergeant LIAS.
Q. And you were in back of ‘the machinegun?
A. . Uh~huh. |
Q. ) And you were back down this road?
A.-_ Right. We had already, now--I, myself, had already
made this turn. :
Q. Were you up iﬁ front of this squad?
Al I could have beén second, maybe third man back.
Q. Was any.ofzthe squad still behiné this turn?
A It could have been. I couldn't be sure about that.

. It could have been.

Q. ~ You see, a sqguad keeps about 5 or 10 paces between
.each man, normally, in a situation like that. If you've got
5 or 6 men in a squad, you've got 50 or 60 paces there,
right? We're talking about 50 yards.
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A. Yeah.

Q. It depends how many people you have in that squad.
I think these squads were fairly large. As a matter of fact,
- the way we have our squad built, or I should say, the way we
reconstructed your squad is LIAS, HALL, GARCIA, MICHENER,
MILUS, STRACHAN and JONES.

A. Uh—huh.

Q. Maybe a couple more that we don't have, but this is
what we figure that the first squad consisted of.

A. You've got six or seven men.

Q. That's right. Seven men, two of which were on the
machinegun, so this leaves--because you see, we put MILUS and
STRACHAN in that squad. But you see, they were actual machine-
gun personnel attached to that squad.

A, There might have been, in addition to the seven men--

Q. (Interposing) They were among the seven that I
called off. So that leaves only five people that were in this
squad.

A, Right.

Q. There may have been a couple more. I don't know.
We're talking about a distance your squad covered behind the
machinegun, and I'm certain there must have been 15 or 20 yvards
between the machinegun and Sergeant LIAS.

A. Well, we would normally try to keep about 10 meters
between each man.

Q. And then, from Sergeant LIAS to that machlnegun, he
kept more than 10 meters, I think. Maybe not. He may have been
closed up on that machinegun, but normally if that gun is up
there with the point where it is supposed to be, where it's
supposed to have been working, the distance between your point
and the first element would be anywhere between 75 and 100
meters, depending on how much vegetation you've got. At any
rate, we figure maybe 10 meters between each man, right?
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Normally, say 10 yards, the distance between here and
that wall.

A. Right. That would normally be it.

Q. The distance between Sergeant LIAS, the lead man
in the squad, and the rear of the machinegun, which would be
.10 or 15 or 20 paces. So what we're talking about it from
this machinegun location right here to the rear of the fol-
lowing squad is about 70 or 80 meters from the machinegun,
given a distance between the machinegun and Sergeant LIAS,
say 15 or 20 meters.

A. l That would be--

Q. - (Interposing) And about 15 more meters for the
squad disposition. This puts you back--this gives your squad
about 50 or 60 meters for the disposition of personnel and
gives you a certain distance from that machinegun. So we're
talking about, based on the scale of this map, a number of
the squad would have been around that bend.

A. Yes, that would be true.

Q. And you were probably somewhere in the center if
you were number two or three man. There weren't but five men
as we figure, five or six, so it is possible that some of the
squad was back there.

A, Let me say this, you know, sometimes you get some
fire or something like that. I guess this happens in every
squad or something. Men will kind of--

Q. (Interposing) Bunch up?

A. - Bunch up, you sce.

Q. Yes, I know.

A, I didn't notice. Maybe a few of the platoons were

there a little further ahead of us, but I would go along about
how you put this. You said some of the men could have been
further back.
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0. ' This is MILUS' machinegun, right (indicating on
map) ?

A. .Right.

Q. ' M-60?

A. M-60.

Q. Now, where was the point at that time?

A. Well, sohe, the point——'

Q. (Interposing) Do you know what we're talking about?

We're talking about the disposition of the forward elements of
that platoon at about 0930, the time of this firing.

A. The point men?

Q. Right.

A. Well, the point men--a couple of them, I think it was
TAYLOR and the other one; I forgot his name.

Q. You had HOOTO&, TAYLOR, TITTLE.

A. TITTLE. The point men had already, I think they

had went in and checked out one or two, maybe three, of the
hootches that they went into. :

Q. This is before the firing started I assume you're
talking abocut.

A, Oh, yes.

0. Were they firing when they were checking these
hootches out?

A. I couldn't--I don't remember if they were firing
or not. They could have been. I couldn't be sure about it.

Q. All right. When MILUS' M-60 was back here, the point
couldn't have gone, if it was firing like you have told me, the
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point couldn't have been in that village, or at least it was
well-coordinated support fire.

A. Well, those point men, they were, as I recall, I
believe they were called back out of the, you know, say the
perimeter of fire. They weren't what you might say in jeo-
pardy, in the line of fire, machinegun. There were a couple

of other point men in there already, and the three of them

had already gone in and searched out one or two of the hootches.
They were called back.

a. Who called them back?

A. It may have been the lieutenant. It might have

been. I say this because the point was pretty well forward.
They were, in a way, kind of bold to go in to search out any-
thing. TAYLOR was one who it didn't make much difference with-
him. He'd go inside a bunker or what. It didn't make much
difference with him. He was just that kind of guy. . I believe
I'm correct when I say that they were being called back, because
they were getting ahead of the platoon. Lieutenant WILLINGHAM
was trying to keep the platoon together in kind of a coordin-
ated movement here.

Q. When you saw the M-80 firing, it was covering the
whole village?

A. Yes, I'd say. You might say it had the whole area
which they were about to enter. It was pretty well covered.
There were a lot of trees, coconut trees, shrubs and vegetation.
It wasn't one of the clearest villages we'd ever been in.

Q. Did you say it was heavily vegetated or medium? -

A, About medium. There were quite a few of the coconut

- trees and banana trees in the area.

Q. From your location, could you observe the village?

A, Well, not entirely. From what I've said, like I
said, you approached and made that turn as you start to approach
and that trail leads you right down to the middle of the village,
and you can spot hootches in there. Like I said, there are
those trees and everything, some of the banana trees. You
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couldn't, what you might say, see other things. Like I say,
I can only say what I saw.

Q. How many hootches of the 10 or 15 that were in
the village do you think you could see from your location at
the time the machinegun was £firing?

A. Four or five or six.

Q. You couldn't see very many?

A. Hootches?

Q. Very many hootches.

A. No, because we hadn't got in deep enough to see

possibly others.
Q. How about the machinegunner? What could he see?
A. "Well, he was a little ahead of us. He might have

seen a little more than me, but I kind of doubt it. I imagine
that we could all see about the same thing.

Q. And you believe that the point was called out of
the village before the machinegun started firing?

A. As I recall, I don't think I mentioned that the
last time, but I believe they were.

Q. But they did enter the village, right?

A. Yes, they did get through some, one or two or

three of the hootches.

Q. Now, what was the reason for that M-60 being moved
in there to fire?

A. Well, to clear the area.
Q. Why was it necessary to clear it?
A. Well, we thought--let's just say it was said to have

been a VC village, because while we were trying to make it to
this particular area, I said we had a grenade thrown at us.
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Q. Did you see that grenade?

A. I never did see 1it.

Q. Go ahead.

A. Of course, it didn't take much cenvincing; they

said one was thrown. That was good enough. Of course, that
slowed us down some, and we proceeded on. We never did see
the one that threw the grenade. I never did see him. The
point man may have. TITTLE or somebody saw it, but anyway,
when we started on, they -just moved on into the area there.
When all this happened, I guess in a way, it kind of gets

you uneasy, and we moved into this area here. The movements
that were going on in the village, we just perceived that it
was a VC village. There seemed to be different types of
tracks. Like I said, when you're over there a while you feel
like you develop an ablllty to read a VC footprint or some-
thing like that. They always seemed to wear a type of a
tennis shoe or something. It just looked like a VC village
to us, I mean entirely, as far as 1mp051nq to us, the way that
we could see it.

Q. Your first observation of the village was about
the time this machinegun was firing, or was it when the point
was searching those few hootches on the other side?

A, As we were moving across the bridge you could
spot a few of the hootches there. I mean they were visible.
You could see them from this side.

Q. From the bridge?’

A. Right, even before we crossed.

Q. From the other side of the river, then?

A, We knew that there was a village there, so that's

why I would say the machinegun was deployed because it had--

Q. - (Interposing) You saw the village from the other
side of the bridge. Did you see any people over there?
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A, Well, we could see different movements. I couldn't
decide how many or what. It's a little bit hard to tell whether
they were male or female, but we did know there was movement in
the village.

0. ‘Now, we were informed that there were five mortar
rounds fired over there, somewhere on that side in the village.
Do you remember this?

A. You mean fired up on the American troops?

Q. ‘ - Fired on the other side of the bridge, somewhere on
the east side of the bridge. It could have been out on the
beach. It could have been right on the other side of the bridge.
Five rounds--all but two were duds.

A, It is possible, but I couldn't be sure about that.

Q. Now, after the machinegun stopped firing--how long
do you think it fired?

A. Do you mean after it was deployed?
Q. Yes.
A. There could have been 10, 15, maybe 20 minutes of

it, because they used up quite a bit of ammo. That's why
they flew in some more, plus the demolitions to blow up those
bunkers. :

Q. Was anybody else firing at the time the machinegun
was firing?

A. Yes, there was some small arms fire.

Q. Where was it coming from? Behind you, in front of
you; where?

A. It was to our front and kind of on the sides of us.
Like I said, the firing had commenced. Some of the men, like
you say, you know, they got kind of beside one another and a
point man was firing into the village up on different things.
They saw things moving. That's about it, about the way I can
describe it. But mostly, it was the machinegun that was doing
quite a considerable amount of the firing after it was deployed.
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Q. Okay. Now, after that was over, what happened?
pid your squad move into the village?

A. They flew in some more ammunition, and we had to
move out right away. It wasn't too long after that--we did
kind of move in squads. The squads just kind of got together,
and that's when we began to start searching out the hootches.

Q. You said you saw about three bodies in the villagé.

A. I said two that I knew of. I saw two. There
possibly could have been a third one that had been trapped in
one of these bunkers.

Q. - Now; this was after the firing had all finished?

A. All that excitement had died down, and we had al-
ready gone into the village. It was, what you might say,
infiltrating. Like the whole area was just about covered.

Q. Okay When you-went into the village, was the
p01nt still in there, or had they completed their mission
in there, or were they in a part of the village and you in
another part?

A. They were on deeper into the village. We were
coming in because-~I believe they had some of these M-26
grenades that they were throwing, you see, into those bunkers.

Q. - Is the M-26 a CN or a CS grenade?
A, It was a fragmentation.
Q. It was a fragmentation grenade?
" A. Right.
Q. Do you recall at any time the instructions to pass

your grenades forward?

A. It is possible, but I don't recall.
Q. Did you ever do this over there?
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A, Yes, I have done that before.

Q. Send your grenades forward?

A. Yes, I've done that before on operations.

Q. vDo you remember doing this?

A. I don't remember then. I remember sending the M-60

ammunition up. That's the only thing I remember. It is pos-
sible, handing up grenades, but like I say, I couldn't be--

Q. (Interposing) There was still, at another part
down further in the village, there was a demolition job when
you all came into the village? Is that right?

A. Well, by that time most of us had gotten into the
village, and they were on up ahead of us. We might have been
in closer to the middle of it.

Q. Had the point preceded the platoon all through the
village?

A. You mean they were ahead? Right.

0. Did Lieutenant WILLINGHAM ever move forward of

your platoon?

A. Well, he was more with, you know, up right in be-
hind the point men, because he was up ahead of me. Our squad
like I said, going back to a while ago, our squad, the first
squad, was the one that preceded the point element.

Q. I thought you said he was just behind you?

A. You mean the point element?

Q. No, Lieutenant WILLINGHAM.

A. Well, now, I mentioned he came forward when we were

right there at the outskirts of the village, before we went in.
Lieutenant WILLINGHAM came forward, you see, and some of the
point men had already gone into the village itself. Now, he
was up ahead of us. I mentioned Lieutenant WILLINGHAM being
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behind us before we crossed that bridge. He was behind us when
this grenade was thrown at us.

Q. And then he passed you or came--you saw him go
forward when you were right outside the village?

A. Right.
Q. Before the machinegun started firing?
A, Right. Mostly, I remember him coming forward. Let's

just say when I mostly remember him coming forward when we had
not entered the village yet, and possibly some of the point men
had, but he did come forward up ahead of us.

Q. - Did he stay there?

A. Yes, that's where he remained.

Q. Did he have his radio with him?

A, His RTO was with him, right.

Q. At that time, did you still see movement around that
" village?

A. Well, with all the excitement, right. There was a
lot of people, you know, moving throughout the village.
Q. It must have been close?

VA. Well, the ridge now, like I said, I mentioned I

saw four women that were on top of the ridge. Now, they was
very visible. The people seemed to kind of move out with the
firing going on. The people were moving up this ridge, you
see, getting up over this ridge toward the beach.

Q. Did anybody take those people under fire when
they were going up that ridge?

A, '~ Yes. Some of the men was firing upon them.

Q. What were those people? Mostly what type? Men?

Women? What?
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A. Well, I saw mostly women.

.Q. How many were killed going up that ridge?

A. I couldn't answer that. I couldn't be correct.

Q.‘ They were running?

A, Yes. Some were running. Some were, I guess, scared.

I guess they didn't know what to do. Those four women were kind
of bunching up.

Q. Did those women get right behind that ridge?

A. They Were over--you could see them up on that ridge,
yeah.

Q. Did you ever see them again? :
A. No, unless they were rounded up. They all kind of

look alike. They dress alike. After they were rounded up, they
could have been among the crowd. They didn't, what you might
say, stand out in my mind.

Q.  And you went through the villages. Did you find
any people in your search?

A. Yes, we intercepted two. When we went through the
village, we got on this particular trail, the one up over the
ridge. I think there was a woman and her daughter, an older
type woman and a younger girl. We intercepted them. Me and
GARCIA and another element of our squad intercepted them and
got them down into the village. You see, because at this point
they were getting those moving around. We were gathering them
together, so we just intercepted them and took them down to the
rest of the people.

Q. How come these were on the other side of the ridge?
Were there any bunkers, or where did you find them?

A. You mean the two we ilntercepted?
Q. Yes.
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A. The beach. They were going down the beach from

the south, just coming down.

Q. You were on the other side of the ridge then?
A, Yes. |

Q. You were over on the beach?

A, We just went through this little old breakway in

the ridge on this trail. At his point, see, our men were just
all over the village getting those, you know, people. Some
were sitting inside hootches. They would take them by the arm
or something like. They were gathering them together, so when
they came on the beach about that time, they were just right
there. We just intercepted them and carried them on down with
the rest of them.

Q. I can't imagine those people sitting there in those
hootches while they're firing machinegun fire into them?

A. Well, we noticed, sir, all those 0ld men and women.
I guess, they just saw so much going on all the time. I'm

sure they were probably a lot of times scared, but we had a

few characters that would stay in the village. I don't know
what; they just take it all in stride. I mean it's hard. I
could speak from my own personal feelings and convictions.

When you're in a place like that and see some of the malnu-
trition in some families and the sores and everything. I don't
know, it's just another thing. You read about and hear about
things that go on in different countries, but when you're
actually engaged in it, it gets pretty close to you. 1It's just
my personal expression. It's like this old man that TAYLOR
helped out of the bunker. He didn't seem to be scared. 1In
fact, he looked like he couldn't even hear too well.

Q. Well, these 15 to 22 that you say were rounded up,
would you say most of those pulled out from sitting in their
hootches, or were they down in bunkers?

A, ' Well, there were some in hootches. Some had made
their way over to the ridge, like these four women, and some

were inside the bunkers, going back to that old man there. Like
those that we would get walking up and down that were in this
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area dcwn the beach, walking up and down. They just seemed
to make up the group of people that we rounded up.

0. .s' Now, we've had witnesses say there was no attempt
to get the people out of bunkers. They just threw hand gre-
naces in there. -

A, Well, there was still a lot of bunkers that had
Lhean--I mean they were searched out even though they had been
biown up. If there were individuals that might have seen it
‘n other ways, maybe on this particular, I know that I was--
.I mostly, the time--in fact, me and GARCIA and one of the

- other elements of our squad, we stayed there on that partic-
ular trail, because I think Lieutenant WILLINGHAM had told us
to stay there, and anyone that came down on the beach, you
know, he wanted to know the time. We spent quite a bit of the
afternoon up there right beside the beach.

0. What do you think about the VC body count that day?
Do you recall what I told you those reports were?

A. Uh-huh.

Q. Twelve, eighteen and eight. Total of 38?2

A. Yeah, I remember those numbers, but--

Q. (Interposing) And the times of the report, too,

are significant I think because the first report was at 0955.
The next report was at 1025, and the next report was at 1420.

A, All of these reports were comlng out of this area
that we were in?

Q. All of them were coming out of that area.

A. Well, sir, I did see a couple of kids on that trail
that I was on, and someone had mentioned that there was a child
that was lying by those bunkers that had been trapped. When this
demolition was going on, there was a lady trapped in there. As
far as physically seeing those that I just mentioned, I know that
I'm right there because I saw that, but as far as a large number
or body count, I don't know. I didn't, what you might say, go
over the whole village, because you know yourself, you take the
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machinegun and go fire into a village. There is no telling
- what you all kill, so that's my best description.

Q. Did you see any steel helmets or equipment that
they found in the town or village?

A. I don't recall. We would always find a canteen
or a VC belt or something like that when we would make a
search.

Q. Did you know LARCHE?

A. 'The name kind of rings a bell. I don't believe
he was in our platoon, was he?

Q. - He was‘supposed to have been up there with the
point.
A. "You get to know one of the fellows. He mighL be

wounded or something, and they were always sending in new
replacements.

Q. He hadn't been there very long.

a. Sir, the name kind of rings a bell, but I might
not have got to know him personally. Most of the other guys
that were there.

Q. Do you know PLACEK?

A. : " PLACEK? Yes, his name is familiar. 1It's not too
good with my mind. Some of the men and the names seem to

ring a bell, but that's about it.

, Q. Can you recall anything about that village on that
morning that we haven't got on this photograph?

A, No, that's about, if I can use the word "highlights."
That's about it. There would, of course, have been the hootches.
They were destroyed. We burned those down when we left.

Q. We had a forward air controller in the air, a bird

dog, that said at 0930 or at 0940, he saw an impact on the
beach. Now, "beach" is a pecullar word with these outside
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observers, but I wonder if he was talking about--could he be
referring to the demolition of the these hootches or something?

A. I would say so, because there was quite a bit of
that going on.

Q. About that time?
A. Yes.
Q. We have another report going in at 1555 from B

Company which reported no women or children in the body
counts made that morning. Did you ever hear that?

A. They said no women?
Q. ' No women or children?
A. No, I don't recall that. I only spoke for what

I saw, because after it was all over, it seemed like there
was nothing there but women and children.

Q. That's what it sounds like after you get a whole
bunch of testimony together. Did you hear of any rapes in
this village? . ’

A. No, sir.

Q. We have testimony from a Vietnamese woman by the
name of BAY who said she was raped twice and that she was
later that day taken to the field up north from the village.
She spent the night in the field with the trcops, but wasn't
molested. The next day, they told her that they wanted to
go back to the village, and she took them back down there
and she was later turned over to some ARVN soldiers. Now,
this sounds like the woman who was tied and leading the
point. In fact, her testimony tracks right down the line.
That's probably the woman, the same one, even to the point
of being turned over to the ARVN soldiers. She claims

she was raped that morning twice and as a result, lost a
child, 2 months pregnant, and from that point on, her test-
timony just tracks right down the line with other testi-
mony that we have. Did you ever see this woman?
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A, | Yes, I saw her.

Q. Did she have any kind of peculiar head gear that
you can recall? :

A. Not that I can recall.

Q. Did you see her at a later time with ARVN
soldiers?

A, . Not that I can recall,

Q. o We've had an 1nd1catlon that she was turned over

" to the ARVN soldiers at the time you all made that march south,
down to the end where the river runs into the ocean?

A. ' Right.

Q. That she was cooking for them. I guess they
would have been with the 1st Platoon, because the 1lst
Platoon was moving south on the river side of the peninsula.
" There is some indication that photograph P-210 may be her.

I know that it is difficult to see that individual that is
~in the photograph because it is an awful peculiar headgear
she is wearing, whatever it is.

A. It looks like a helmet, doesn't it?
Q. Yes, it does. Like a pith helmet. It would be
something that I would remember as being a lot different

from a regular straw tunic-type headgear they wear.

A. It may sound a little strange, but I recognize
the shoes she has on more so than the headgear.

Q. Why .

A, Well, I believe this one was leading the point,
and I believe she did have on these little old flip flops,
whatever they call them, and she could have had that helmet
on. - Like I say, it doesn't stand out.

Q. You're the second one that has mentioned those
shoes, and I think it is most unusual. I would have thought
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those shoes were rather common over there?
A, Well, they are.

Q. You are the second one that said they remem-
bered the shoes. Do you remember the woman that was with
the point wearing those shoes?

A, I tell you, I would say, accordlng to these shoes,
that would be the same woman. She wasn't an old,. you know,
woman. She was I'd figure her to be around, this is my own
guess, probably 25, 30, 32. Those people, some of them are
so small that it's kind of hard to guess their age, but that
would be my guess. She wasn't an old woman and she was very,
in a way, a little bit better looking than some of the others
- that we had seen over there. These shoes, they are a common
thing, but there is a whole heck of a lot of them that just

. goes barefoot, you know. In other words, it was rather

unusual when yvou went into a village like that and one of
the women were wearing or the children were wearing a pair
of those flip flops. ° I mean, in a way, they kind of stand
out because you saw so many of the others barefooted; I
mean, even in the fields working barefooted.

Q. - ivguess you. are right. My experience is con-
fined too much around the larger cities and not as much in
the country. As a matter of fact--

~A. (Interposing) I am a country boy.

Q. T mean in Vietnam. I'm not talking about the
states. As a matter of fact, all of the photographs that
we have of the villagers in My Lai (4), which were the

- photographs taken by HAEBERLE, the massacre photographs
that you recall were in Life magazine, and I'm referring
to the photographs 39, 40, 41, 42. Not one of the photo-
~graphs, although there a Lotal of, let's say, 15 to 20
people in them, not one of -them have anything on their
feet. Maybe you're right. Those shoes would stand out
in your mind because they don't wear anything on their
feet. Did you hear of any rapes on this operation?

- A. No, I couldn't say there was. I just don't
recall anything like that.
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Q. Mr. HALL, do you have any further testimony, any
further information that might assist us in this investigation?

A. - No, sir, not but what I've already said. I coulun't
add anything to it. If I can say, you mentioned about Code

of Conduct last time I was here. If I had it I'd send it to
you. I checked my souvenirs and things like that. I haven't
got it, so evidently, I must have turned it in or something.

0. Lost it?

A. Lost it or threw it away when I came out. I don't
know.

Q. I'm going to ask you to sign this photograph so it

can be entered as an exhibit, but before I do, I would like for
the record to show what I put on here. These items are not
numbered because they are written on the photograph. The area
covered by the first squad at approximately 0930 hours which
shows the first squad along the trail. The location of MILUS
M-60 firing to cover the village which consisted of medium
vegetation which hindered the observation. This was also at
approximately 0930 hours. About 10 to 15 hootches were located
inside of this village area, which is shown by a line. The
platoon rounded up 20 to 25 women and children at about 1430

to 1500 hours in this area. A built-up bunker or a well built
bunker. TAYLOR helped an old man out of the bunker that after-
noon. That is located, and over here is a point "withdrawn
prior to M-60 fire," shows location--shows the point moving

out of the area prior to the machinegun fire, and it also,

by dotted line, shows the delineation of the wvillage, the

area in which the village was located, recognizing that the
entire area has been destroyed. ©Now, what I'll put on here

is "Prepared from memory at Washington, D.C." this date

for your signature. "Prepared from memory at Washington, D.C.,
2 March 1970." Would you sign right under that?

(The witness signed the aerial photograph.)

' Will you put you initials right here where I made
that erasure? Just your initials there.

(The witness did as requested.)
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COL WILSON: This will be entered as Exhibit P-234.

Mr. HALL, I would like to remind you that we
request that you not discuss your testimony during this
interview with anyone, to include witnesses, except as
you may be required to do so before a judicial or legis-
lative body. We appreciate your coming in.

The hearing will be recessed.

(At this point in the hearing the Task Force
Barker Journal, dated 19 March 1968, is entered into the
record as Exhibit M-130.)

(The hearing recessed at 1500 hours, 2 March 1970.)
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY

WITNESS: HOLMES, Larry G.

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 23 January 1970
PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon
WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A

COUNSEL: None

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: Second Squad, First
Platoon, B/4/3.

1. PRIOR TRAINING IN THE RULES OF LAND WARFARE.

While in Hawaii HOLMES received training on the
handling of PW's and noncombatants and received cards on
this subject (pgs. 3, 4). He was not certain that the
card he received was either "Nine Rules" or "The Enemy
in Your Hands" (pg. 4). He was instructed that persons
with ID cards were not to be mistreated (pg. 3). People
running were to be shot if they did not stop after a
cry of "Halt" and a warning shot (pg. 7). After he had
been in Vietnam a while the warning shot was eliminated,
whether by his own action or by higher authority the
testimony did not make clear (pg. 7). He did not recall
being informed about the penalty for mistreatment of PW's
and no training was given on the reporting of mistreatment
of PW's or noncombatants (pgs. 3, 5).

2. PREOPERATIONAL PLANS AND BRIEFINGS.

The witness did not remember by whom he was briefed,
but it was either Captain MICHLES or Lieutenant WILLINGHAM

(pgs. 6, 8). They were told that they were to search
and destroy three hamlets (pg. 6). They were warned that
they would meet strong resistance (pgs. 10, 12). There had

been a leaflet drop warning civilians to move out, and thus
he was told that everyone in the village would be a VC

and was to be shot (pgs. 6, 7, 9, 10). The whole village
including livestock and foodstuff was to be destroyed
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(pg. 9). The briefer pointed out that a search and
destroy mission was what the company had been awaiting
{pg. 6). In their other operations the mission had been
only to search (pg. 7). The men figured that after days
of walking and of stepping on mines this was the chance
to get intc Pinkville and let the people there know how
it felt to be hurt (pg. 53). The witness interpreted
the order as allowing the company to do just that

(pgs. 53, 61).

3. THE ASSAULT ON PINKVILLE.

a. Movement into the area.

They received small arms fire on their way into
the LZ which frightened the witness, but which could have
come from U.S. weapons firing at My Lai (pgs. 11, 12). He
was on the first 1lift (pg. 10). He did not know if his
doorgunneyxs were firing as they approached the LZ (pg.1ll).
However, gunships were firing their miniguns on the
village (pg. 18). They landed near a bridge and regrouped
(pgs. 10, 13). There was a great fear of mines during
the operation (pg. 44). His platoon was acting
independently of the rest of the company and was operating
with two squads {(pgs. 3, 15).

b. The attack on the village.

As the platoon approcached the bridge leading to the
village it began firing heavily (pgs. 14-16). The bridge
was 300 to 400 meters from the village (pg. 31). The
witness could not say whether or not they received hostile
fire. On this point he would only say that there was
shooting (pgs. 15, 18, 30, 56). The firing then "cooled"
(pg. 16). After they crossed the bridge WILLINGHAM had
the machinegunner, MADISON, spray the village (pgs. 16, 30).
It had taken them five to ten minutes to get across the
bridge and set up (pg. 55). MADISON was just spraying,
not shooting at anyone in particular (pg. 31). The platoon
then proceeded down the trail single file and began. shooting
at the village which was on top of a small hill (pgs.31,32).
Nearly everyone was firing (pg. 32). The range from the
point where they were firing to the top of this hill was
75 to 100 meters (pg. 56). He saw no one executed during
the operation and heard of no rapes (pg. 56). There were
people running around on top of the hill (pg. 32). No one
called to them to halt (pg. 32). Some people were shot
as they came over the top of the hill (pg. 36). The witness
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did not know if anyone was killed up there because they
never got to the top of the hill (pgs. 32,36). Nothing
was done to aid or bury these people (pg. 36). The
witness did not hear any yelling or screaming from the top
of the hill (pg. 36). His home town paper said 123 people
were killed, but this number was far too high (pg. 35).

He only saw one or two dead people all day and these were

in bunkers (pg. 38). He did not remember any medical
assistance given Vietnamese that day (pg. 37). An order
came down to stop the shooting (pg. 38). The platoon
searched bunkers and blew them up with TNT (pgs. 32,33).

The witness did not participate in this. He was "sitting"
under a tree pulling security (pgs. 38,39). He did not know
from whom the cease fire order came. It could have come

from higher up or from WILLINGHAM so that the soldiers
blowing up bunkers could do wo without being endangered

by American fire (pg. 39). He heard that it was suggested
that people be shot as they came out of the bunkers and

that this occurred in several instances (pgs. 32,34).
Sometime during this assault TAYLOR picked up a woman

whom he took to the laager area (pg.35). The witness did
not know if she was raped but did not think so (pg. 35). He
knew of no weapons or military equipment being found (pgs.39,
40). While the searching was going on, HOLMES' squad "sat
for quite awhile" and then moved to its laager site near

the bridge (pgs. 16,38,39). He saw no National Police that
night or at any time on the operation (pg. 28).

Cs Action the following day.

(1) Wounding of TAYLOR.

The next morning TAYLOR, who was acting as
point man, stepped on a mine while checking out the bridge

(pgs. 13,17). At the time he was hit he was using the
woman to walk point for him (pgs. 27,38). After TAYLOR
was wounded they began receiving fire from a point in
back of the village (pgs. 17,18). Gunships then came

in and hit the area (pgs. 13,17,18). He did not know
if artillery was fired (pg. 17). The platoon was upset
by TAYLOR's wounding as he was quite popular (pg.37).

(2) Movements along the coast.

The entire company regrouped and moved along

the coast (pg. 18). They moved nearly to the mouth of

the river (pg. 19). Suspicious things were blown up (pg.
41). He did not know the amount of shooting there
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was that day and could not remember how many bodies he saw
(pg. 41). The squads were acting somewhat independently
of one another (pg. 23). They may have done some burning,
but he could not remember (pg. 37).

(3) Night mortar attack.

They laagered that night by a coconut grove
and received approximately a dozen rounds from mortars
(pgs. 19, 22). A C-47 Spooky came in and sprayed the area
(pg. 22). HOLMES' squad went out to find the mortar
position (pg. 21). At the place where the mortar had
been set up the squad leader, Sergeant LIAS, severely
beat one of the Vietnamese guides the squad had taken with
them because his friend, MILUS, had been killed during
the mortar attack (pg. 21). LIAS hit the man with his
weapon and had to be pulled off him (pgs. 21, 57).
However, the man was still able to walk (pg. 57).

d. Actions on the 18th.

The witness had difficulty distinguishing this
operation from one on which they were gathering salt for
the Vietnamese (pg. 43). He remembered rounding up many
villagers as they moved along the coast on the 18th,
but did not recall a MEDCAP team coming in to treat the
people (pg. 20). The area around the coast was calm and
he saw no bodies (pg. 26). With one exception the
villages in the area were small (pg. 24). He did not
know if these were Co Lay (2) and (3) (pg. 26). He
remembered walking through the sand to gather people up,
but he did not know why they were gathered because nothing
was ever done with them (pg. 27).

e. Events on the 19th.

On the morning of the 19th he saw an American
interpreter with a hunting knife cut the back of detainees'
hands and put salt in the wounds(pg. 54). He heard that
a Vietnamese interpreter attached a field phone to a
prisoner and turned the handle in order tc give the man a
few jolts of electricity (pg. 54). The witness did not
know the rank of the American who was torturing detainees
and did not know if he came in on a helicopter (pg. 59).
The American spoke directly to the Vietnamese without an
interpreter (pg. 59).
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4. INQUIRIES AFTER THE ASSAULT.

The witness heard a rumor that there was going to
be an investigation of the operation, but did not know if
it referred to My Lai (4) (pg. 45). He heard nothing more
about it and knew of no one being questioned (pgs. 45,
46) . He did not remember when or from whom he heard the
rumor (pg. 46). He heard nothing concerning unnecessary
killing of civilians by Task Force Barker (pg. 49).
Perhaps through WILLINGHAM he heard that B Company was to
remain quiet about the operation, but he was never directly
told to keep quiet and could not recall the details of
the rumor (pg. 50).

5, OTHER INFORMATION.

a. Mistreatment of detainees.

On the morning after the mortar attack an officer
in a helicopter came to the company area and witnessed
detainees being mistreated (pgs. 57, 58). HOLMES assumed
this man to be a colonel because he came in a helicopter
(pgs. 57, 58). This person stood by while detainees were
hit on the head, had their arms pulled for long periods of
time, and were forced to hold stones out for periods of
time (pgs. 58, 59).

b. WILLINGHAM's attitude toward the shooting on the
l6th.

Since WILLINGHAM called for more ammunition and
TNT when the platoon assaulted the village on the 1l6th,
the witness felt that WILLINGHAM did not oppose what was
happening (pg. 53). He did not appear to be angry with
the men (pg. 53). '

c. Attitude of the men toward the Vietnamese.

Other than a few Vietnamese who worked with the
Americans, like the interpreters, HOLMES felt the people
were against the soldiers and he had no compassion for
them (pg. 52). The people in My Lai were especially
against them (pg. 51). The My Lai area must have been
communist or else artillery and air strikes would not have
been put in there, and the task force would not have been
sent in to finish the job (pg. 52). The men went into
the area seeking revenge (pg. 52).
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d. Types of missions after My Lai.

The witness was medevac'd to the United States
in July of 1968 (pg. 42). Those operations in which he
participated up to this time were not much different from
those they had previously had (pg. 49). However, they
did not have any more search and destroy missions (pg.44).

e. Miscellaneous.

(1) Although marijuana was easily obtainable in
Vietnam, he did not know if it was used in B Company,
and he never saw it used on an operation (pgs. 50, 51).

(2) Although the witness had no tape recordings
of the operation, he did have undeveloped rolls of film
and he promised to send to the Peers Committee those
"he found (pgs. 46-49).

(3) The only person to whom he had spoken
since the operation Was a man named ROGERS from the third
platoon with whom he talked about old times (pg. 60).
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EXHIBITS
EXHIBIT
NUMBER DESCRIPTION NOTES PAGES
itness did not re-
M-2 MACV Card "Nine Rules" [all the card. 4
MACV Card "The Enemy in Witness did not re-
M-3 Your Hands" call the card. 4
[\itness did not re-
P-18 Miscellaneous Scene cognize anyone. 28,29
itness did not re~
"P-19 Miscellaneous Scene cognize anyone. 29
Witness recognized
P=-20 Miscellaneous Scene HOLTON. 29
Witness did not re-
pP-21 Miscellaneous Scene cognize anyone. 29
Witness did not re-
pP-22 Miscellaneous Scene cognize anyone. 1 29
. Witness recognized
P-23 | Miscellaneous Scene MICIHLES and his
lnterpreter.
29
Reminded Witness
pP-28 Miscellaneous Scene of water he saw
coming 1n on the
chopper. 29
Aerial photo of My Lat -
P-168 as annotated by witness |Witness oriented. 13
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(The hearing reconvened at 1343 hours, 23 January
1970.)

COL WILSON: The hearing will come to order.

RCDR: The following named persons are present: MR WALSH,
COL WILSON, LTC NOLL, and MAJ THOMAS. .

The next witness is Mr. Larry G. HOLMES.

(MR HOLMES was called as a witness, was sworn,
and testified as follows:)

Please state your full name, occupation, and
residence?

A. Larry G. HAOLMES, Rural Route 1, Box 501, Peru,
Indiana. I work for the General Tire and Rubber Company,
Wabash, Indiana.

COL WILSON: Before we proceed, I would like to go over
several matters.

The Peers Ingquiry was directed by the Secretary
of the Army and the Chief of Staff of the Army for the purpose
of making findings and recommendations on the incident, which
is referred to as the My Lai (4) incident of March 1968.

In conducting this investigation General PEERS
decided that is was necessary to determine B/4/3's ground
and air operations during this period, in other words, 16,
17, 18, and 19 March. He designated a team to interview
personnel from B Company, called Interview Team C, which
is this team. Mr. WALSH is a civilian attorney who
has volunteered his services to the Secretary of the Army to
assist General PEERS, and Colonel NOLL and myself have been
designated as part of this board. All three of us are
‘authorized to ask you questions. .

Primarily we are trying to understand what
happened from the B Company standpoint during the operation.

Your testimony will be taken under ocath, and a
Verbatlm transcript will be prepared. There is also a tape
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recording being made in addition to the reporter's verbatim
transcript.

Although the general classification of the report
will be confidential, it is quite possible that the testimony,
or parts of it, may become public knowledge.

During the interview, we will try to follow a
chronological sequence: discuss a little bit concerning the
training that took place. right before going to Vietnam and
after the arrival in Vietnam, or right before going and after
" arrival; the briefing which took place prior to the combat
assault operation for B Company; who briefed you and so forth;
the actual conduct of the operation during this 3 or 4 day-
period; and any information which you may have on any inquiries
or investigations which may have been made after the operation
took place. Now, I want to emphasize that there is only one
person who can make findings and recommendations on this
subject, and that is General PEERS. That's not within our
prerogative. We are here to try to find out what happened.

He is the Investigating Officer and not us. We are just
members of this board.

Do you have any questions on what I have covered?

A. - No.

Q. - What was your assignment on 16 March 19687

A. _ Search and destroy mission,

Q. What was your duiy assignment in the company?

A, | I was a rifleman.

Q. In which sguad?

A. Second squad, lst Platoonf

0. Second squad, lst Platoon, B/4/é, which was part of
Task Force Barker?

A. | Right.

Q. How many squads were in the lst Platoon on 16 March?

(HOLMES) 2 APP T-223

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

A, Two .

Q. Did you have any attached weapons with the platoon,
that stayed with your platoon at the time, or were they
organic to the platoon?

A. Just what the platoon had, just our own weapons,
~nothing attached.

Q. Where were you on 15 March? Do you recall
which fire base?

A. LZ Dottie.

Q. You were at Dottie?

A. Right, we moved out . from there.

Q. Let me ask you a couple of gquestions about

training. Were you given any specific training prior--were
you with the 1lth Brigade in Hawaii?

A, Yes, sir.

Q. Were you given any training in handling PW's
and noncombatants prior to leaving Hawaii?

A, We were briefed on everyﬁhing, and classes-—-
Q. (Interposing) How about handling PW's?
A. Yeah, we were told how to handle them.
Q. What did they tell you? Did they tell you any-
thing specific?
A. They said see if they got an ID card and all this,
and you're not supposed to mistreat them and stuff like that.
Q. Was anything said about a penalty for the mis-
treatment of prisoners?

A. I don't remember.
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0. Were you ever given any instructions on the Geneva
. Convention?

A, | Yes.

Q. Do you remember that?

A, Yes.

Q. Were you given a card on it?

A. Yes. -

Q. : Do you still have the card?

A. Probably at home.

Q. Do you recall any MACV pocket or wallet-sized

cards, something like a Geneva Convention card, with the
exception that it had the MACV insignia on it?

A. No.

Q. I will show you Exhibit M-2, which is a facsimile
of a card entitled, "Nine Rules,” a MACV card. This is the
front page, and this is the second page back here. Have you
ever seen that card?

A. No.

Q. This is Exhibit M-3, which is a card entitled,
"The Eneny In Your Hand.” This 1s a front and back page card,
too. It is a facsimile. Have you ever seen that card?

A. I can't truthfully say one way or the other,-
because there were so many cards handed out. I may have,
and I may not have.

Q. Do you remember some cards being distributed?’

A. Yes, they passed out cards and stuff before we
left Hawaii and after we got there and stuff like this.

Q. Do you remember any of the cards?
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A. It was on general orders, you know, if you get
captured and all this and stuff like that.

Q. " What about "Roger's Rangers?" Do you remember
what "Rogers Rangers” was?

" A. No.

Q. Do you notice this card has some English trans-
lation? This doesn't recall anything?

A. No. We was passed out Vietnamese guide books,
Vietnamese hand books, stuff like that.

Q. Were you ever given any training on how to report
the mistreatment of PW's or noncombatants?

A. No.

0. Let me start with some questions on the briefing
prior to the combat assault, which we believe took place on the
15th, the briefing. We don't know exactly what time of day.
Would you describe in as much detail as you can that briefing,
if you can recall it, and who gave it to you?

A. Well, we were called together. One of the
officers said, "This is what you've been waiting for, search
and destroy, and you got it," but I can't remember who said
it, whether it was one of the lieutenants or what it was.
But I remember them saying this is what we have been waiting
for.

0. Now, where was this? This was at Dottie?

A. Right.

Q. Do you remember the time of day?
~A. About noon.

Q. Does the day 15 March mean anything?

A; I can't remember the exact dates.
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You don't recall whether it was your squad leader,

platoon leader, or platoon sergeant that briefed you?

A.
MICHLES.

Q.
A,
Qo

A.

It was either the platoon leader or Captain
I don't know which.

Who was your platoon leader at the time?
Lieutenant WILLINGHAM.
Who was your squad leader?

Sergeant SIEGLE. No, wait a minute. It wasn't

him. It might have been Sergeant LIAS.

Q.
A.

Q.

Was he your squad leader?
Yes.

Do you recall whether you were briefed with a

map or just orally?

A.

They showed us on a map where we were going and

what the mission was supposed to be.

Qo
was?

A.

Do you recall what the mission of your platoon

Well, something like we had three hamlets that

we had to search and destroy. They told us, they said they
had dropped leaflets and stuff and everybody was supposed to

be gone.

Nobody was supposed to be there. If anybody is

there, shoot them.

Q.
A.
0. -
A.

Q.

(HOLMES)'

You were told this at the briefing?

Yes.

That anybody there was supposed to be shot?
That's what they said.

What about your normal procedures in other operations?
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A. Just search and that's all; not supposed to rough
up anybody or anything, just search. Anybody runs from you
and stuff, do your best to stop themn.

Q. -What are your instructions if they run from you?
A. Shoét them.,

Q. Is there anything you do before you sh&ot them?
A. Well, you yell, halt, "dung lai," or something

like that. Scream as loud as you can, and if they don't
stop, shoot them.

Q. Did you ever hear about firing a warning shot?

A. - Well, there was things said at first, when we
first went over, you know, the warning shot, and things come
out to say if they run, yell halt. If they don't, start
“shooting.

Q. Now, were there any questions in your mind that
these procedures were not to be put in effect or that you were
to follow these procedures when you went into operation? I
mean, were you under the impression that anything that moved
around in that area was VC?

A. Yeah, everything that was supposed to be in that
village was supposed to be VC, because everybody else was
supposed to be moved .out. There weren't supposed to be any
civilians there. ’

Q. Do you clearly remember there were three &illages?
Were these villages on the coast or inland?

A. Well, it was close to the coast, because when we
moved out of the village 2 days after, we got hit right on
the coast. Here's where, right on the coast (indicating) not
too far away from here.

Q. What I'm trying to find out is were you told at
the briefing that you were going to search and destroy these

villages, or did this develop after you got into the area?
Was this pointed out to you on the map?

(HOLMES) 7 APP T-223

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY



- FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

A. This was told before we left for the mission,
but then in between the mission, after all this started
happening, we got another call that said to hold it.

Q. Well, we're going to catch that. I want to get
everything that you know on this briefing and primarily who-
briefed you?

A, I can't tell you for sure who it was. I can't
remember.
Q. Was the whole squad there when you were briefed?

Was the whole platoon there?

A. It might have been a few, quite a few. I can't
say that all of us were there, because of the bunker guards
and stuff like that.

Q. Were you in a bunker? _

A. No, we were right on top of the hill, fight up by
Colonel BARKER, you know, Colonel BARKER's....

Q. His bunker or trailer?

A. Yeah, right up near his bunker, pretty close.

You could say halfway between the mess hall and Colonel
BARKER's~~—

Q. ‘ (Interposing) About here (indicating)? You don't

remember how meny people were there?
A, It wasn't the whole company.
Q. J was trying to find out if it was a platoon or

just a squad?

A, It's more or less a platoon of them. It may have
been a few here and there. '

Q. Now, this was clearly defined as a search and

destroy operation? Had you had any search and destroy operations
prior to this?
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A. No.

Q. Did the procedures, when they went into the
gperation prior to this, include the destruction of
villages?

A. There was some destruction.

How about food stocks? What were you supposed to
do with food stocks? I'm talking about prior to this operation?

A, Well, if there were large quantities of rice and
stuff like thls, we bagged it up and moved it. Mostly, you
would find this in deserted villages and stuff like this, but we
never—--like, all the people were there in the village, we

didn't take the food away from them. I may have scattered it
around and searched it and stuff like this.

Q. - What about livestock?
A. No, we never did anything with their livestock.
Q. What about this operation on the 16th? Were you

told anything--were you given any special instructions on
the disposition of food stuffs, to include livestock?

A, Destroy everything.
Q. Destroy it all: village, livestock, and food stocks?
A, (Witness nods in the affirmative.) That's what a

search and destroy is, isn't it?

Q. Well, it carrles a different connotatlon than
search and clear, that's for sure. :

A. Yeah.
Q. And the population as far as you are concerned
was VC? '

(Witness nods in the affirmative.)
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You remember the words, "Kill all the people that
were there. They're all VC"? :

A. No, I can't say he said kill all the people. Ile
said it was a search and destroy, and said, "This is what
you've been waiting on." We stepped on mines and mines and mines

day after day and nothing happened. Finally, this mission
come out to search and destroy, and he said--people--leaflets
had been dropped, and they were supposed to be gone. Anything
there was VC and do away with it.

Q. What did you think the enemy situation was going
to be there? What size force did you think you were going up
against? '

A. Well, the way they explained that stuff, it was a
pretty strong force, because when we come in on the assault
we recelived fire.

Q. Were you on the first 1lift or the second 1ift?

A, The first 1lift, I'm pretty sure. I can't say
exactly.

Q. Do you remember what you were briefed to do, your

platoon and your squad, when you hit the landing zone and got off
the helicopters? What were you supposed to do then?

A.  We were supposed to regroup and get together and get
moving.

Q. Did you krow wvhere ycu were going at that point?

A. Yeah, we were going to the village. It took a

long time to get there though, walking.

Q. What was the order of march within ybur platoon?
Was your squad the lead squad?

A, The first squad was the lead squad.
Q. And you were following the lead squad?

(Witness nods in the affirmative.)
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I want to give you a run down on the operation
from the stand point of Task Force Barker, the big picture,
as it was conceived and, generally, as it was conducted. This will
maybe help bring it back to you. We're going to show you an
aerial photograph of that area so you can recall.

(COL WILSON oriented and reacquainted the witness
as to what transpired during the Task Force Barker operation on
15, 16, 17, and 18 March 1968. The photo Exhibit used in
this orientation was Exhibit P-185.)

You said that you received fire prior to landing?

(Witness nods in the affirmative.)

Would you describe the type of fire and where it
was coming frcm?

A, ~ Some weapons fire, small arms.
Q. When you got out of the helicopter and as you

faced the nose of the aircraft, which side did you get out,
do you remember?

A, No.

Q. Were your doorgunners firing as you approached
the LZ?

A. ‘I can't remember.

Q. Do you know, or could you estimate, how far from

your location where you landed the small arms fire was coming?
How far away was the firing?

A. It was a good distance. I can't say.
Q. Was it coming from any particulaf place?
A. I didn't know. All I could do was just hear it
crack.
Q. Are you sure that thé firing was not U.S. weapons?

Was it foreign weapons, or was it U.S. weapons?

(HOLMES) | 11 APP T~-223

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

A. It could've been, but it sounded like it was
coming from the other way, the way it was cracking, because
a bullet would crack when it come through that way.

0. No, I was just trying to determine--you see, there
was probably, at this time, a fire fight going on over in My
Lai (4), or there was some firing going on over there, and I
didn't know whether the firing that you heard was coming into
you or whether it was something off at 1,200 meters away.

A, It could've been.

Q. l,20d meters?

A. I can't say.

Q. Did you sense any rounds coming in?

A. Well, let's put it this way: I got scared.
Q. This firing must have been something that was

coming your way. Based on that last statement, let me ask:
you a question. Did you have any different attitude, aside
from a search and destroy operation, did you have any addi-
tional concern in the conduct of this operation than you
did to any other operation?

A. Yes. They acted like it was a big mission. I
mean, they told us to be ready for action.

Q. You thought you would get more resistance than
normai’? :

A. Right.

Q. Do you remember a number of people, one or more

people, hitting a booby trap earlier in the day?

A, Well--
Q. (Interposing) Do you know Lieutenant COCHRAN?
A. Yeah. There were a lot of booby traps, just so

many. I know I could point exactly where I was that day.
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There's a bridge there. After we went through this one
village, we walked back. We come back through; we went back
across the bridge. We just come across, went through the
village, and for some reason we cut back and went down that
trail there (witness indicates on P-168) and came back. Well,
we received fire before we got to the bridge, and it put us
all on the ground. All of us were down. Then the gunships
come in, started prepping the area, and we was all shooting
too. We started back across the bridge and a mine went off -
there and got a guy.

0. Who did it get?

A. TA&LOR.

0. | Was this the first day?

A. Sedond day, because we laagered that one night as

a platoon. We were by ourselves. This was the day after the
village. That's when it was.

Q. You've got it pegged. You're talking about the
right time period. Now, what we would like to do is try to
follow what happened during that period, and this is about
the best photograph that we've got.

(COL WILSON oriented the witness on Exhibit P-168.)

_ - When you landed do you remember how far it was
from the aircraft to a trail which led to the bridge, or did
you go overland?

A, Well, we went on some trails and sometimes we'd
walk the trails and sometimes they wouldn't let us walk the
trail. I don't know, but I kncw the more we talk, we did come
back arocund, maybe more this way (indicating) coming back,

but we were real close to the bridge when we come in. We come
~ in and we were close to the bridge. It wasn't this far; more
like an angle cutting into the bridge. '
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LTC NOLL: When you left the chopper, did you walk in the same
direction the chopper was facing? When you dismounted from
the chopper, did you go ocut towards the front?

A. Yes, we went cut towards the front, but we made so
many circles—--

MR WALSH: (Interposing) Did you move right to the bridge
after you got out of the choppers?

A. You could say.that, that's just what we—-—
Q. (Interposing) That was what your job was?
A. That was the objective, to go into these villages.

COL WILSON: What happened when you got to the bridge?

A, We went across the bridge.

Q. No problem?

A, - No problem until we hit the village.
MR WALSH: Then what happened?

COL WILSON: This is the first day now.

A, Yes, I know., I don't know. As soon as we got to
the bridge, some shooting started going and evervbody started
running forward toward the village. I don't know if I want
to say anything or not. :

Q. Let me say this: we have no intentions of letting
you continue without warning you that you do not have to say
anything that would incriminate you. As I say, we're trying
to find out what happened.

MR WALSH: I think it's fair to say that you're not suspected
of having committed any crime, having done anything wrong,
but in the investigation we're trying to find out what
happened in all aspects of it. I suggest that we go along
and you tell us what you want to tell us. Don't tell us
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anything wreng, but if there is something you don't want to
tell us, then don't.

A. The only thing I can tell you is what happened.

Q. If there are questions we ask and you don't want
+o answer, don't answer. Then we will go on to other things,
but it is impertant for General PEERS to get the whole story
on this thing. There were scme things that weren't very nice
that happened throughout the whele area there.

A. When I say we hit the bridge, there was just one
platoon of us now. _

Q. | That's right, we understand that.

COL WILSCN: Now, you say you received some fire from the
village?

A. No, I didn't say we received the fire. I remember
the shooting starting, and I remember everybody tore their
ass in gear and starting moving forward.

MR WALSH: Did both sguads do it?

A. Yes.
Q. And they were firing pretty heavily in there?
A. | Yes.
Q. Were there just scattered hootches there, or

wag there a village, after you got across the bridge?

A. It was real ragged, not a very good village at

all. It was more dug in, nothing like some villages,

standing. This was all like bunkers and stuff like this and

. a few huts here and there, but not a nice hut, just scrappy
things, just like maybe an open field, but little things.

It was on an upgrade, this little village.

COL WILSON: Both squads crossed the bridge with no problems
and what dié you do, kegin to sweep in the village?
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A. When we first got across the bridge—--some shooting
started before we got across the bridge, and then everything

cooled off. Then Lieutenant WILLINGHAM said for the machine-
gunners to -spray this village and spray this. You know, let

things have it. I don't want to get in a big jam over some-

thing like this, you know?

Q. Do you decline to answer any questions on this vil-
lage?

MR WALSH: Why don't we skip over this part and maybe come
back to it after you think about it for awhile, but can you
kind of skip over things you don't want to talk about and
then pick up with what happened next in terms of your
operation? .

A. ' Well, I can just tell you when we start coming out
of the village.

0. All right.

COL WILSCN: All right, what haprpered after you left the vil-
lage, and about what time was that, do ycu recall?

A. It was afterncen, maybe in the middle of the after-
noon, somewhere then. I'm trying to think. I know we moved
back down and came back across the bridge. No, we didn't come
back because we went up to the bridge and went down this way
(indicating}, right here, and I'm sure we laagered right there
for the night afterwards. ' :

Q. Somewhere in that area?

A. We never went too far, and we dug in real gocd

that night, real good, because we thought we were gecing to get
hit. It was just one platoon of us. We dug in the best we
could get dug in and nothing happened, so we moved back through
and....

Q. You moved back thrcocugh the village?

A. No. Well, we did go in ané lock arcund, and

we saw some people there and everybody hadn't left. That's
when TAYLOR cot hit that morning. He got his leg messecd up.

I was still back here (indicating) on a trail coming around

to the bridge, and somehow they were gonna change squads.

The second squad was gcing to take point because they walked it
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the day before, and everybody was kind of shltty because they
had to walk point every day, so they were going to change us
around. I was leading a second, and TAYLOR said, "I'll check
the bridge out," and that's when TAYLOR got it.

Q. You were with the point group at that time?

A. I was starting to come back up see, because the
second squad was going take over the lead and go on out from
there, but TAYLOR decided he thought he'd go up and look
around.

Q. Well now, when TAYLOR was wounded, was he wounded
on the bridge or on this side or the other side?

A. It was this side over here (indicating), going back
across from the village. It was right in front of the bridge.
It was almost on the bridge.

MR WALSH: It was on the same side that you laagered on?

A. Right.

COL WILSON: After he was wounded what happened?

A. We started receiving fire.

Q. From where?

A. From back towards the wvillage.

Q. From that village that you were in at first?
A. The village the first day that we went in. We

started receiving fire. That's when the gunships come in.
Everybody was shooting, the gunship and all. I can't

say whether they called in artillery or not, I think

" they did. I think somebody was trying or something.
Everything was so mixed up. We were trying to get TAYLOR
out with the medevac, and I don't know.

Q. Now, these gunships, do you remember how many
it was?
A, I think it was one, one or two. It was two because

it was one to begin with and then another one started circling
with him. Just making a circle, making a run through and then
coming back and then making another run through.

-
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Q. Do you know what type of weapons they were firing?
A, The miniguns is all I can....

Q. They were?

A, - Yes.

Q. Were they firing on the village that you had gone
into the first day?

A. Yes,

Q. Did the firing which was coming out of the village,

did it stop before or after the gunships arrived?

A. I can't say. Fire was received from the village.

It was quite a bit at first. In this village here (indicating)--
or a hill. Like I say, it's up on an upgrade or a hill up on
top. We was watching the hill, but it was more coming right
straight in back of the v1llage, coming right straight at

us. We was on an angle on the trail. I don't know, we

received fire, that's all.

Q. You didn't receive fire the first day, but you re-
ceived fire the second day from that village?

A. : I never said that we didn't receive fire, all I
said was a lot of shooting going on before we got up there.

Q. That's right. When did B Company cross the bridge,
the rest of the company? Did they cross before these gunships
came in or after they fired?

A. Afterwards B Company come across and then we re-
grouped, and then we went up the coast.

MR WALSH: You went to thelright after you crossed the bridge?

A. Then we went this way, because I remember the curve
in the point out there (witness indicates on Exhibit P-168).

COL WILSON: Now, the three villages that you were originally
supposed to destroy, that you got in that briefing. You said
they were near the coast, didn't you, as you recall at that
time?
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A. Well, that's the only one village in 2 days

the lst Platoon seen. That was the only one they was

in because we turned around and night laagered at the one
on up. Pinkville is all chopped up, so much artillery and
the jet strikes, and it's all messed up.

Q. When you went down the coast or up the coast,
do you remember going all the way down to the end where
there was the mouth of a river coming there?

A. We never went all the way to the end, but we
went gquite a way down.

Q You probably used this type map over there, which
is the 1:50,000. You know Pinkville is the plnk area (in-
dicating on Exhibit MAP-5)7?

A, Our company, after we got together, we moved

on up in here, on up, farther up here, in a coconut grove.

We laagered there for the night. That would be the second
night, because we went in at the day time, and that's when we
got hit hard, real hard. That was the night we really got
blasted. '

Q. That was from the mortars, right?
A, Mortars, and it was weapons'fifing too.
Q. That's right, you did have some small arms fire.

Do you recall crossing the bridge, after that incident at the
bridge, heading down the coast here?

A. And turned around and went back.
Q. There's a big hill off here down here at the end.
A, I can't say. I can't remember right offhand. All

I know, the next couple of days we were up here (indicating).
We went one way, and we grouped up gobs of people out of this
village, grouped up a whole mass of people, and we had them
down there and had them all grouped up, women, kids. I
couldn't say, because we went up here. He had us going

both ways. We were bringing them from this way and this

way too (indicating). We had them all massed up. We got

'so0 many we had to quit getting them, it was so many people.

Q. We believe this was the last day of the operation.
What we're trying to recall is the second day, when B
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Company joined you. Primarily, our information is that B
Company crossed the bridge that day, that they moved south on
down the peninsula here, down through these towns, on down

to the end, and then turned around and came back. Now, we're
talking about a distance from the bridge about 3 miles down,
3 miles back?

A. We didn't laager there that night there though.
We came back.

Q. Well-—

A. (Interposing) That's what I say.

Q. This is questionable--

A, (Interposing) Because we laagered up here (indi-

cating) in the coconut groves that night. That's when we got
hit hard. It was all mixed up, everything.

Q. . You remember very distinctly the night you were
hit so hard. ,

A, Yeah.
Q. Do you remember that day when you rounded all those

people in the villages? Do you remember a MEDCAP coming in
there?

A. What, that morning?
Q. Sometime that day?
A. What, to pick up our woundéd and dead?
Q. No, to treat the villagers, give them medical teams?
A. I don't remember anything like that.
Q. Do ybu remember when you assembled those villagers?

Were théy down on the beach or inland or where? Where was the
collection point?

A. I can't--all I can--when we collected--we laagered
here (indicating). We grouped the people here, then after we
grouped them, we never did anything about it. We moved back up
here, and that's where we laagered for the night. We got mortared
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from this side here, and that morning after it was all over
the medevac came in and while the medevac was coming in that
night, and then we went back. It was our squad, we went out
and we tried to locate where we got mortared from, and we did.
It wasn't 400 meters away from us; it was real close. :

Q. Do you know who went out on the patrol to find
out where that mortar position was located the next day?

A. Sergeant LIAS, myself. I can't think of their
names, but I can see their faces.

Q. Did you find the mortar position?

A. Yes.

Q. How do you know it was a mortar position?

A. Because you could see where they had that pod

and stuff and a log where they sat there 2 or 3 hours drink-
ing coconut juice waiting for a chance.

Q. Did you see any signs of a mortar?

A. No. I don't know, it was just-~-like I say, you
could just tell where they were at. You could see where

our 8l's that were shooting back that was with us that night,
because there was some dud rounds that never went off.

MR WALSH: Did you see Sergeant LIAS do something to one of
the guides that took you out there?

A. Yeah.
0. ‘What did he do?
A, Beat the hell out of one with a weapon.

COL WILSON: Why?

A, Cause MILUS got killed that night. He got a
direct hit.

Q. Did he get hit in his foxhole?

A. Right.
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Q. - How many rounds came in that night?

A. Well, maybe a dozen, maybe six, I can't--because
as soon as they start coming in everybody started shooting
and artillery started coming in. I didn't even know, be-
cause our 8l was setting back up behind us. We was cover-
ing the front here. We was on the front line covering

away and the 8l's-—-I didn't even know they'd received

rounds behind us. I know we received rounds close to me

and all. It seemed like to me they had two mortars or
something, because there were hits so many different places.
It just couldn't have been one mortar. Early that after-
noon, that's what I told my platoon leader. I'd seen some-
body running and it looked funny. He was running. We was
searching around, and this was that afternoon, and we was
back in this--little ways from where we laagered. Somebody
come through the bushes and then run back, and I didn't have
a chance to--couldn't tell whether it was a man or woman

or what it was. It just seemed funny, and then later on, I'd
seen when we was back in our laager position, I'd seen somebody
out front run across, but I didn't say anything about it. It
wasn't much you could say. We was expecting it anyhow, because
we were shooting the M-79 before we ever got mortared, for
the prep.

Q. Do you remember a C-47, a "Spooky," coming in
that night firing? Did you hear the firing?

A. "Yes, I seen it.

Q. Was he firing generally in that area where the
mortar was, or was he just spraying?

A. He was just spraying. He went all the way out

to the end and sprayed all the way down. They was just so
close. I think they just walked off after everything cooled off.
They were so close to us.

MR WALSH: I'd like for you to think real hard about trying

to put these time frames in the right order. The operation,

as we understand it, the operation which you have described,

of rounding the people up and taking them down and having

them all sitting on the beach and everything, happened on

the 18th. The time that you went across the bridge that you
don't want to talk about happened on the 16th. Now, as we
understand, as Colonel WILSON said, on the 17th just about all
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of B Company, except for possibly the 3d Platoon, which stayed
by the bridge, the other platoons moved all the way to the
river and back again?

A. - They did. 1It's so fouled up I can't remember all
of it, it's just-—-

A, (Interposing) Okay, then without regard to move-
ments or exactly where you were, can you tell me how your pla-
toon moved during this operation in terms of which squad was
in front and which squad was in the rear? Did it change, or
‘was it normally one in front and one in the rear?

A, Sometimes one sguad in one place and sometimes
one sqguad was in the other.

LTC NOLL: Did you normally go in a column, or did you spread
out, or how did you move when you were down in that coastal
area?

A. When we was on the c¢oastal area, I don't know.
Everybody was scattered a 1ittle bit of everywhere.

Q. The path runnlng down and the hootches would be

off to the side and you would have to scatter out in order

to search them. Did you receive any word to burn the hootches
as you moved through? I'm talking about ,the instructions

to burn the hootches when you were getting the briefing. Now,
when you get out there, I assumed you burned the hootches the

first day or so anyway. Did you have some demolitions people

working with you? I don't mean outside of the company; I mean
people who were trained to use demolitions.

A. We had guys that could use them.

Q. Was everybody in the company using demolitions, or
was it just the point people?

A, Mostly point.

Q. They had some training in demolitions, haven't they?
A.b TAYLOR did, and HOOTON.

Q. Now, during the time you were out on the beach

area, either the second day or third day, it's mixed up in
your mind I know. Do vou remember whether the hootches were
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all scattered out or were there any fairly good size villages?

A. There was a fairly good size village on down there.
There would be some hootches here. It was a clean village,
really. It hadn't been hit too hard. There was a lot of
branches, you know, branching off everywhere, and more people
in a village than I had ever seen. I can't--there was just so
many people.

Q. Was that the wvillages up north, up there
where you were on the 18th, collecting all the people and
sending them all back to one big group?

A. Yeah, we were.bringing them back this wey.

Q. . The big village is up in there?

A. Yeah. .

Q. When you were still down lower, did you run into

any smaller villages?

A, They were all small. 1It's hard to remember. It
was so long ago and it's so mixed up anyhow.

COL WILSON: Who were you working with that day?

A. Sometimes a couple of us would just get together
and work with ourselves.

Q. . Didn't you pair off into pairs? I think that is
common procedure for search operations. Who were you working
with that . day?

A. I can't remember.

Q. Do you recall some actions going on across that
body of water? You had the sea on your left. You should have
had. I am talking about the second day after the accident at
the bridge, the gunships and you started moving out.

A. When we laagered in here?

Q. No. I'm not talking about laagering one night by
yourself. One night by yourself; that's when you made that
very good position because you thought you were going to be
hit. You went to the bridge the next morning, and that is
when TAYLOR lost his foot. That is when the action started
and the gunships came in. After that, B Company moved across
the bridge, and B Company started moving south, with the
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China Sea on the left and that river, called the Kinh Giang,
on the right. Now, also on the right, on the other side

of this river, working up in here is C Company. B Company
was moving down this way and C Company was moving on the
other side of the river, down towards this hill. There was
probably some activity and probably some burning. You may
have seen some fires over there or maybe you heard some firing.
. Also, there is a possibility that you could have seen some
swift boats out there on the seaside. B Company, most of
that second day, after they crossed that bridge and after
the gunships came in, spent most of their time moving up and
down coastline.

A. I remember, I don't know if it was the same
day or not, we burned some other villages too.

Q. - You mean on this particular operation?
A, That's what I'm trying to think.
Q. We understand there were more villages burned

down here.

A. That could have been us. I don't know. I don't
think I could tell you all what happened the day afterwards,
so much happened.

Q. Well, the night laagéf position that you moved
into, according to what we understand, you had a pretty rough
time digging in there, because of the sand. Is that correct?

A, You couldn't gét nothing real deep, because it
was caving in. There were lots of old tin cans around. Like
an old ARVN camp or something.

Q. Weren't you on the coast, right by the sea?
A. Right by the sea.
Q. Do you remember when you moved back to the north?

This would have been the day before you left the area, and
before you moved down the strip of land where all of those
people were. Do you remember crossing a bunch of sand dunes
or a sand area that was difficult to walk in, for about 200
or 300 meters? It should have been pretty hard walking.

A. - Yeah.
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Q. | Depends on what you were carrying, but I think
you would have recognized that as pretty rough walking.

A, I can't say. After we got everything cleared
up that morning, after the night we got hit, which way we
did go, I can't say. I can't remember.

0. ‘ The reason I mentioned this, the only reason I

think you might remember, and you might not, but what di-
rection were you going, north or south? Whlchever direction
you started in, the China Sea would be on one side or the other.
If you were going south it would have been over your left
shoulder, and it would have been there, and the opposite if

you were going north. That's not too important anyhow.

The reason--you mentioned three villages. This is what we
understand, because, from what we can determine, that is

what happened: that My Khe (4), Co Lay (2), and Co Lay (3) were
burned, and those are three villages. Now, I don't know

if those are the three villages you were briefed on or not.

It could have been three others. :

A. What was the second one you said?

Q. After the first morning there were three villages
that were burned, My Khe (4), Co Lay (2) and Co Lay (3).

That is to best of our information. One on the extreme south,
one a little further up and one right here.

A, I can't say if we did or not. I can't remember
if we burned them or not. '

Q. The three villages that you remember in the briefing,
I wonder if these were the same villages. Do you ever recall
who briefed you? Do you recall the next day, or the second

day, you laagered, moved back toward the bridge, and you worked
around this general area? Do you recall seeing any bodies

down in there?

A, Wasn't any. I didn't see any.

Q. There were still people around here, you mentioned.
A. There were a few little fires goiné.

Q. Did it eppear to be business as usual down here?

A, There wasn't anybody running around. It was just

real calm.
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Q. I don't suppose you would recall, but there

were villages down in here, about this area. Do you recall
going through villages, where there were any more people that
day? That is after the first night laagering when the
platoon was by itself and after TAYLOR was wounded and
evacuated and you moved out again. Do you remember going
through any villages where there were people?

A, I don't even know where we went after that. All
I know is that we ended up here where we laagered. We
gathered so many people. Guys were going one way and other
guys were going this way and searching and grouping every-
body up. I don't know what we were doing this for. We
never did anything with them after we grouped them up.

0. Well, yoﬁ didn't stay with them? Didn't you
turn them over to the collecting point and go back to your
area?

A. Yes, and then, go out for more. Because I
remember I would have to walk up and down the sand. We were
getting kind of tired bringing them down there.

Q. We understand that a medical team came in there
and did some medical work.

A. They may have, but I was runnlng around there
trying to gather everybody up.

Q. That's what I say: I think there were some act-
ivities going on. You were collecting them. There was an-
other group handling them for other purposes. Do you recall,
and this could have been the second day, I'm not sure, a
woman being brought in wounded and a helicopter coming in to
take her out?

A, The one TAYLOR was using for point?
Q. I don't know. It could have been, and I'm not

sure it was at the bridge. There was a woman that was
wounded, and they brought in a helicopter and took her out.

A. I don't remember that. I know that TAYLOR had a woman
in front of him. ‘
Q. Was it a woman or a man?
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A. A woman. He sat her down beside a tree before
he went to the bridge.

Q. That was after he sat her by the bridge? That
is when he hit the mine? '

A. I'm pretty sure. It might have been that
woman that got hit too. I think I remember after I got

up there, because after everything started happening, I
never did get up there, because we all were on the ground
after the shooting started. She may have got hit with him.
I don't know.

Q. Was he using her for a point?
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A, Yes.
Q. How long did he use her?
A. I think it was after we burned the village he

grabbed her. Maybe it was before then. I know he used her
before we walked to our laager position up here by that
one tree, for that one platoon that night; he had her.

Q. You mean the first morning?

A. The second morning. It could have been the first
morning, or it could have been the second morning. I don't
know, but he had a woman walking up there; that's all I
know. ‘

LTC NOLL: Did you see her with you in the laager area that
night?

A. I can't say that I did, sir.
3
Q. Did you see her the next morning?
A. She was there the next morning. I just can't

remember. She may have been there all night.

COL WILSON: TAYLOR was in the laager position that night,
wasn't he?

A. He was there. He had to have her with him, he
had to. I remember he had a rope tied to her. She was
leading out front, and he had a rope and had zhold of her.

Q. Did you have an interpreter with your platoon
during this period?

A. No, I don't think so.
Q. - Did you see an interpreter at any time or Viet-

namese during this period. Did you see any National Police
out here?

A. No, sir, I didn't.
Q. Did you see any ARVN interpreters out here?
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A. No, sir, I didn't.

Q. Let me show you some photographs, and see if
you can identify any of the people in it.

A. That's HUFFMAN.

Q. Exhibit P-18 you believe is HUFFMAN. Do you
recognize any Vietnamese there?
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A. No, I don't know any.

Q. How about P-197?

A. No, I can't tell.

Q. P-207

A. That's HOUGHTON.

Q. The man with the bar is HOUGHTON. What abdut the

man bending?

A. This is the weapons squad. I can't very well
- remember the names. I've seen this guy before.

Q. The man on the right rear with the helmet, you
can't identify him. How about the other U.S. types in the
picture?

A. ' ,I can't say.
Q. - Does fhisllook familiar?
A. A lot of the aréa looks the same.
Q. P-21? Do you recognize any of those people?
A. i can't remember.
Q. How about P-227
A. , .No.
Q. P-237
A. Captain MICHLES.
'Q. The man on the left is Captain MICHLES.
A. And that's his interpreter. I can't think of
~his name.
Q. This man in the center is the interpreter?
A I know he had one a couple of times. -
Q. Is this the Vietnamese you are talking about or

the American?
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A. That's a Vietnamese.

Q. What about the man on the extreme right?

A. " That looks like-- I can't tell you his name.
Q. bo you recall whether this Vietnamese inter-

preter was with the company?

A. : I can't remember.

Q. Did you see him very often?

A. I seen him a couple of times.

Q. This photograph right here, does this look

familiar? This is P-28.

A. There is water up here, and it reminds me of

water spots when we came in on the chopper. It could have
been our landing zone. I can't really say. The trees around
remind me of where we came in. : '

(COL WILSON orients witness to Exhibit P-28.)

MR WALSH: Let's go back to a point before you crossed the
bridge the first day. When you got to the bridge there was
a squad ahead of you and you were in the second squad, if I
remember correctly. Where was Lieutenant WILLINGHAM? Was
he in the middle or was he in the front or was he in the
rear?

A, In the middle, I would say more in the middle.
0. Did you proceed on in single file across the
bridge?

A. Yeah, because the bridge was Jjust wide enough;

it wasn't no large bridge. It wasn't that big of a bridge.

Q. You don't remember receiving any fire when you
crossed the bridge until you got to the other side?

A. Well, when we came around--I was back aways. The
shooting started and I remember us running up there and then
everything quieted down for a few minutes and then Lieutenant
WILLINGHAM had Joe MADISON spraying some of the area there
with a machinegun.
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Where did you have your machinegun set up, on

(Interposing) He had it on the side.
And shooting across the river?

We were already across the river.
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Q. He's got it set up on the side?
A, Well, he was just holding it, you know.
Q. Okay. Could he see anybody he was shooting at

or was he just spraying the hootches?

A, He was just spraying. He wasn't shooting at
anybody.

Q. Could you see any people there?

A, Not at that time, I didn't.

Q. I reélize you are reluctant to falk about this,

and I don't want to force you to.

A, I don't mind talking, but I don't want to get
a bunch of guys in trouble over something. They should have
bombed the whole place a long time ago. ’

Q. - Well, now, I understand your reluctance on that
score, certainly, as to anything you are concerned about
yourself, just leave yourself out of it.

A. These are guys I was over there with. I mean,
I just can't see causing anybody trouble. We were told,
before we left, to search and destroy. That's what I went
in there for, to search and destroy.

Q. They were there, and Lieutenant WILLINGHAM was
there, too?

A, Yeah. After Joe sprayed the area we went on
down into the village and we was in one single file. We
laid down, and Joe set the machinegun up.

Q. This is about how far from the bridge?

A. Oh, I don't know, maybe 300, 400 meters. It
wasn't very far. It was just, right around the corner, there.
Q. : Turn the corner and maybe 300 or 400 meters

down?

A. It wasn't very far, but after we turned the
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corner at the bridge, it turned. After Joe sprayed4—see,
Joe sprayed some first, and then we turned and went in,
and we stopped right there in front of these hootches.

Q. Is that collection of hootches a little ways
down? ‘
A. Just a little. It was juét raggy stuff.
Q. : Why don't you tell us what happened without
naming names?
A, | Then we started shooting.
Q. | Everybody in the platoon?
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A. I1'd say everybody. Everybody was shooting,
and people were on top of this hill and running around
like crazy people.

Q. This was the hill before you went down to
the ocean? Was a kind of hill between the path where you
were and the ocean? Do you remember?

A. ' All I remember, it was like a--well, they were
sitting down at the bottom of a--like on top of a small
hill. ©Nothing--you know, just like an upgrade, but it got
pretty high at the top, and everybody was shooting.

Q. Were people running?

A. Yeah.

COL WILSON: Anybody trying to stop these people from run-
ning? .

A. I didn't see anybody trying to stop them.
Q. Nobody was hollering at them to stop or anything?
A. Well, when I went in, you see, I was at the end,

see, almost or pretty close to the end. Everybody was
shooting, you know, so I went on. Maybe a few guys wasn't
shooting.

MR WALSH: You just heard a lot of firing and saw a lot
of people running around getting shot up above?

A. After this happened we got this call that said
don't shoot any more, you know. Lieutenant WILLINGHAM--~we
never even went up on top of the hill to see. If we hit
anybody, I can't say.

Q. : Lieutenant WILLINGHAM said to stop? After you
had shot some of them up there, he said to stop shooting
the people?

A. I don't know if we hit anybody, you know. I didn't
go up to look to see if anybody was lying up there. Well, it

was quite a while because they brought in TNT. A chopper brought
in TNT, a hundred sticks of it, a whole case of TNT, and it

was thrown in bunkers and stuff, and blowing everything up

and burning.

(HOLMES) 32 APP T-223

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

Q. Shooting the people if they came out of their
bunkers? .

A. I didn't see that.

Q. Did you hear about it?

A, Yeah.
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0. How many hootches were in this area that this
was going on?

A. There wasn't much there. A lot of unaerground
stuff. Nothing nice.

Q. Did you have any TNT with you when you started

on the operation?

A. Some. They called in for more.

Q. : A chopper set-down?

A. Yeah.

0. Where did it set down, near the end of the bridge?
A. No. It set down right in the middle of the

village, right there by us. That's where I think it set down.

Q. Could this chopper have set down and brought the
TNT to you at the same time that they brought in your chow
for that night, or maybe the next night?

A, It may have. I remember we had other, it wasn't
only TNT, we had other supplies such as ammo and stuff like
that, because we shot quite a bit of ammo.

Q. This first little hootch, after the people were
shooting at the people at the top of the hill, then I take
it that the platoon spread out and searched these bunkers
and hootches and blew up the bunkers for the rest of the day,
or did you move along at all?

A. I didn't move nowhere. Maybe up front they were
moving around, but I was lying right there beside a tree.
I don't know about anyone else. '

Q. What was Lieutenant WILLINGHAM doing at this time?

A. . I don't know. I didn't see him. I was waiting
for word to move out.

Q. You were toward the rear?
A, Yeah.
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Q. I take then it was the 2d Platoon that was
searching this particular hootch and blowing up these
bunkers? You were in the lst Platoon?

A, Yeah. It was the only platoon in there.

Q. I'm sorry. I'm talking about squads. You have
to forgive me; I'm a civilian. You were in the second
squad?

»

A. Yeah.

0. You were 51tt1ng down beside a tree most of the
time during the day?

A, Yeah.
Q. Was this because the second squad was told to

sit down, and the searching of the hootches was being done
by the first squad?

A. : It was more or less that way.

Q. More or less that way?

A. We were sét up in our defense.

Q. Did any of these guys find any women in any of

the hootches?

A, I can't say, I was still there, All T can say
is by hearsay from talking to them, you know, in a bunker
and one guy is telling the other, "Try and shoot them as
they are coming out." That's all hearsay.

Q. The area that you were in didn't have so many
hootches in it that it took all day to clear them all out,
did it? In other words there was time, part of the day,
when everybody didn't have to work too hard?

A. Yeah.

Q. After that area had been searched and the hootches
had been cleared out, did you move on, or did you more or
less stay around that area toward the end of the bridge the
rest of the day?
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A. We were trying to stay around until we §ot the
word to stay on the other side of the river there and
set up there for the night and make that night laager there.

Q. Do you remember if somebody found a booby trap
in one of the hootches?
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A, I don't remember that.

Q. A couple of cartridges rigged up to a firing mech-
anism so if somebody came in a bunker or hootch it would shoot
them? Do you remember that?

A. " I may have heard about that, but I didn't see it.

Q. Do you remember if anybody except TAYLOR picked
up women that they took to their laager area?

A. I don't know of anyone. I'm not sure if she was
there or not. She must have had to have been. I can't--I
was trying to take care of myself and get my hole dug.

Q. Do you know if she was raped by anybody in the
platoon?
A. No. I didn't even hear a word about that. I don't

even think so.

Q. She wasn't a very good looking woman?
A. | No, none of them were, to me.
Q. Now, do you remember hearing Lieutenant WILLINGHAM

make any reports of body counts during the day?

A, ‘Something came up about a body count one time.

It was way up there. This was for a whole deal, not just for
us, but for some other ccmpany and all of them together I re-
member writing home something about that. I remember a count
of over 400. I'm not positive, I don't know. The paper back
home said 122 men was killed, but it couldn't have been that
many peopile.

Q. How many would you guess from that first day
~around the area where you were?

A. I don't know. I wasn't on top of the hill. I
dldn t count them.

Q. Colonel WILSON talked. to Lieutenant WILLINGHAM,
- and he asked him how many civilians were killed or
wounded in your area. He said, "I know of 28.
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A, That could be.

Q. That wouldn't be--
Al (Interposing) I don't know how many got killed.

People were running around. I remember one incident: it seemed
like people running even toward us on top of the hill and back
towards the top of the hill. Maybe they were all mixed up too,
didn't know where they were going. I remember several times
people coming up over the hill too.

Q. The people would shoot them when they would come
up over the top of the hill?

A, | Yeah.

Q. What was done about burying people?

A, We didn;t bury any people.

Q. You didn't pay any attention to them?

A, I didn't go up to look. Lieutenant WILLINGHAM

wouldn't let us go up. Maybe a few of them did in the first
squad, but not the second squad. I don't think anybody was
going up there.

Q. Did anybody ask to go up and take a look?

A. 1 aid. -

Q. What did he say?

A. No.

Q. Did he say why?

A, He told me to shut up and stay where I was at. X

wanted to go up and help a little bit, you know.

Q. Was there women and children up there that might
need some help?

A, It wasn't that kind of help.
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Q. | Did you hear them up there?

A. ) I didn't hear anybody yelling or screaming or any-
thing. ’

Q. Do you remember if Lieutenant WILLINGHAM said any-

thing or you had any discussions about whether women and child-
- ren had been killed and not to talk about it at all?

A. No, I remember Terry REID getting all shook up and
running off at the jaw a 1ot .

Q. . What was he saying?
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A. . "Why did you do that," and I can remember distinctly
he was shooting his M-79, because I remember he had a dud round,
it just went "puh" a little bit. I remember he shot up on that
hill too. :

Q. | Was he running off at the mouth about clearing
the bunkers too?

A. He ran off at the mouth about anything we did.

Q. What squad was he in, your squad?
A. He was in the second squad with me.
Q. Do you remember if you gave medical assistance to

any of the Vietnamese around there that day?

A. I don't remember that.

Q. Did you call for any medevac for ény civilians?

A. No, I don't remember.

Q. Do you remember generally what the operations were

like on the next day, when the whole company moved down through
that area? Was it generally search and destroy?

A, Maybe we burned more places. It's poésible that
we did. I can't remember.

Q. Do you remember if the people in the platoon were
pretty angry and upset over TAYLOR getting wounded?

A, Yes, everybody was all--TAYIOR was idolized. He
was like MILAS to the soul brothers; TAYLOR was like this

to us. MILAS was their idol and he was ours. Maybe not
our idol but we respected him a lot. TAYLOR was a good sol-
dier and so was MILAS. Both of them were very, very good
soldiers. They knew what they was doing. MILAS was the
best machinegunner we had. TAYLOR walked point constantly.
That's all he ever did is walk point, him and HOOTON and I
think B.J. :

Q. B.J.? You mean TITTLE?

A, No, this guy's--his first name was Beverly.
Q. Beverly was the first name? I bet they gave him

a little trouble about that. Was he NEEDLE?
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A, No, that was TITTLE. TITTLE was another one that
walked point. Beverly, I can't think of his last name. He
got infused to the MP's in Saigon. I don't know if TITTLE had
malaria or not. He may have already been gone. He caught ma-
laria.

Q. In addition to the people up on the hill that you
didn't go up to take a look at, I would like you to look real
hard and see if you think of the bodies that you saw around
that area during that first day, leaving out the people up on
the hill that you couldn't see, but these people around the
hootches and the bunkers.

A. That's the only place they was that day.
Q. The only place was up on the hill?
A. Right in that area. We weren't with the rest of

the company or anything. I may have seen one or two. I
don't know.

Q. There weren't any people in the bunkers that day?

A. The first day? They were running to bunkers.
They were getting into the bunkers and they were searching
them out.

Q. - But you wouldn't see the bodies if they stayed in
there when they blew them?

A. I wasn't blowing the bunkers. I wasn't there. I
was down below on the ground, and the first squad was up there.
doing the searching and, you know, blowing the bunkers up and
stuff like that. I wasn't in on that. I had to stay there. I
wanted to help search too. Like I say, I had to stay where

I was at. ‘

Q. Were you pulling security or something?
A. Same thing you might as well say.
Q. Was the platoon CP around you, or were they

with the people doing the searching?

A, They were up around where the searching was going
on,
Q. So you wouldn't have heard very many radio trans-

missions during the day then?
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A, No. Someone came back there and told us no more
shooting, to stop the shooting. Don't shoot any more. We
sat there for quite a while, then we moved back and laagered
that night where we dug in.

LTC NOLL: What time of day was this?
A. It was getting on.
MR WALSH: When you got the orders to stop the shooting,

you weren't shooting. How come you got the order to stop
shooting when nobody was shooting?

YA. What do you mean there wasn't shooting?

Q. When you got the order to stop shooting, people
were shooting?

A. Guys were firing.

Q. I'm just trying to fix the time, that's all.

A, Like I say, every once in a while somebody came

running up over the hill. When these guys went from the
squads up there, that's when we stopped shooting. That's
when we started blowing all this stuff up. They were
shooting around up there but we stopped shooting. There

was no more shooting from us. We just sat there and watched.

Q. _ But this order that you got to stop shooting was
only directed to the squad in the.rear because the people
that were doing the clearing, they had to keep shooting.

A, I don't know. I wasn't on the radio. I don't
know what was going on.

Q. Did you have the impression that the orders to
stop the shooting came from higher up or from Lieutenant WIL-
LINGHAM?

A, That's what I thought at first. I was thinking

that the other day, but now it's kind of changed, you know,

the way I thought, because everything was mixed up. Maybe

it was Lieutenant WILLINGHAM who told us to stop shooting so
the other .guys could go in and start blowing things up. That's
the way I feel now. They might have been from higher up. I
don't know. v

0. Tell me, did you find any steel helmets or uniforms
or web equipment or that kind of stuff that first day?

A. I didn't search.
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Q. Do you know if anyone else in your platoon did
find that kind of stuff?

A, No.
Q. You know they didn't, or you just don't know?
A. I don't know.
Q. Did you find any grenades or ammo or things like
that? '
A. I don't know.
- Q. Any weapons?
A. Not that I know of.
Q. On the second day, do you remember finding a bunch

of booby traps and mines and destroying them sometime in the
morning after you moved out.

A. Before TAYLOR got hit?

Q. No, after TAYLOR got hit. It was further south
then that.

A. We may have. I can't say for sure, but we may

have. There was a lot of stuff around there.

Q. Do you remember coming to a pretty big village
and taking a break to f£fill your canteens and rest for a
while?

A. We did that several times. I can't say particularly
that day, but we usually did when we got into a halfway decent
looking village. We would get water and pour some over our
head and stuff.

Q. Do you remember when you were moving south the
second day, after TAYLOR got wounded, what the procedure was

in the platoon when they were moving? 1In other words, did they
have a point group going through and checking the hootches and
blowing the bunkers and having another group coming behind them
and burning the hootches? Do you remember any way that the
platoon was set up to operate in that way or some other way?
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A. No, I don't. They could have been but I don't
remember. '
Q. You don't remember ény'specific orders for one

squad to do one thing and one squad do another thing?

A. : A lot of times you would go along and blow up
things like maybe this well or something. You see a round
or something in thére you blow it up. A lot of things

look suspicious. Like, just a small bunker on the

ground. Instead of trying to crawl under it, maybe it looks
like it may be booby trapped. You just blow it up, you know.

0. That platoon did an awful lot of firing that day,
didn't it?
A. Our platoon? A lot of shooting.
Q. How many bodies would you say you saw that day
altogether?
A, The second day? I can't say. I don't know. I
mean, I just don't know. ' '
Q. ~ Quite a few though?
A. I can't say that either.
Q. More than one?
" A. I can't say I seen any. I can't remember, because

all of it don't come back exactly. It's been so long I just
can't remember.

Q. | It's been a long time ago.

COL WILSON: Where did you get your gunshot wound?

A, I didn't get one.
Q. Did you get a Purple Heart?
A, No. When we went up norfh my leg gave out, and the

cartilage went out in my leg, and I had to go to Japan and be
operated on. '

Q. When was this?
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A, Right at the end of July because I was in the
Japan hospital August the lst, and I got operated on August
- the 9th. '

Q. That was the end of July that you went to the
hospital? '

A. Right.

Q. Where did you go from the hospital?

A. Home.

Q. You went straight to the States?

A. : ' Yes. Well, after I got better and weht home on

leave, then I went to Kansas, 24th Division, and went to
Germany, and then came back and spent the rest of the time
in Kansas, and then come home.

Q. When you were taken out of the area, we believe
it was on the 19th, do you remember what fire base you-
went to?

A. What is the time you are talking about? When I
left Vietnam?

Q. No, we're back at this operation.

A, Oh, you're back thefe. All right.

Q. ' When you left the operétion;-you went back to

a fire base. Which one did you go to? Do you recall?

A. I think it was at Dottie. We had this other
mission. It's been so long, that's why I got confused over
the assault mission. We got hit bad, so many mines, and I
get them two confused, being a bad mission. I just can't
get them straight.

Q. This was a bad mission?
A. The assault.
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 Q. Which one?

A, The one we went on here. Yeah, I think it was a
bad mission.

Q. You mentioned that was there another one?
A. Yeah, we hit a lot of booby traps.
Q. Was this back in your regular operational area, or

was it down in here too?

A. This was a regular operation.

Q. Back up in the peninsula there?

A. Yes. |

Q. Do these operations stand but in your mind as

being the two worst?

A. Well, the ones that I remember the most--a lot of
times, you know--I don't know. Then two stand out the most
in my mind, maybe not in everybody else's, because I remember
when we were on the salt. We were upon the causeway getting
.salt for about 7 days, and it was pretty sickening, you

know, and Colonel ADKINS, we wasn't under Colonel BARKER then,
and there wasn't no security. It was just get the salt. There
wasn't much security, and they walked in on us and shot a
couple of guys, you know, just shot.them and got away. We
fired a few shots but that was it. The next day Captain
MICHLES sent the lst Platoon back across, and a lot of guys
knew they mined it that night. I heard some guys saying

they were guarding the causeway. They said they seen

" movement and asked to fire, but he wouldn't let nobody fire
or call in artillery, and they mined it. Like, when we first
walked across the causeway, they had this stick sticking up,
and they had a little leaflet on it, you know, "Your statesmen
- will be protected," and all of this other rot. They had a
lot of leaflets laying around, and we got in there and this
guy--the night before slept with us. just one night. He set
off a mine by a tree, and he got blown up, and then a couple
of other mines went off. We lost a lot of guys. We were

real short of men.
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Q. What were you doing? Securing the Vietnamese
salt?
A, We were taking it. We were taking all the salt.

It was right along there.

Q. I think I understand why that other operatlon
stood out in your mind. Why does this one stand in your
mind?

A. I don't know. It seems like the two run together
for some reason. I get them two confused I can't think
‘straight as to what happened.

Q. B Company took 16 casualties for that 4-day period.

A. How many from the lst Platoon was there, do you
know? There was quite a few.

Q. I don't know. I don't have it broken down by
platoon. Does the number of casualties, does this--is that
part of it?

A. You know, everybody was worked up. You were afraid
to take a step because a mine would go off. I don't know, them
two just confused me so bad because everytime you would hear

a boom you would squat down or lay down.

Q. Was there any change in the procedures of tactical
operations in B Company after this operation? Did you go on

business as usual after you got into your regular A0, search

and clear.

A, We didn't~~I don't know. There might have been a
few instances where we blew up something, but nothing like
that one mission.

Q. Were most of them platoon-sized or company-sized
missions after that?

A, You mean when we operated off the fire base?

Q. Yes. There and later, before you went to the
hospital in July. :
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A. A lot of times, just a squad would go out, or a
platoon, and look around the fire base and come back the :
next day. At night they would send out ambushes--they call

them ambushes. Sometimes the company would go.

0. There wasn't any basic difference though?

A. No.

Q. From what I understand, before this operation

and after this operation, it was about the same. Were you
ever given any instructions to change procedures, like any
additional restraints or controls, or were there any
instructions given about burning or anything like this
that changed the operation from what it was before this?

A, Well, we weren't supposed to go in and burn
everything like we did that one village. There wasn't any
more search and destroy-after that.

Q. Was this the only search and destroy mission, do
you recall? Were there any others?

A, That's the only one I really recall, because that's
when everything happened, you know. .

Q. Well, it seems to me the term search and destroy
is recognized much more clearly in B Company than it is in C
Company. It must have been a fairly common term around.
Search and clear and search and destroy.

‘A. . Well, a search and clear is used when you search
and clear it. When they said search and destroy, we went
in and searched and destroyed it.

Q. Do you have any idea, or do you know, or have you
heard of any inquiry or investigations being made on any
~part of this operation prior to your departure from Vietnam?

A, I heard something one time about that they were
investigating. I don't know if they were talking about

" My Lai (4) or what it was. It seemed like it was, that there
was going to be an investigation on what we did down there and
stuff. But no more was ever said, nobody ever said anything
to me until all of this started.
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Q. Where did you hear this?
A, Just from other guys.
Q. Back at the fire base or after you were out of

Colonel BARKER's control and in Colonel ADKIN's or when was it?

A. | I can't say for sure whether it was out of his
control or not.

Q. Do you know who told you this?

A. No. It was Jjust hearsay.

Q. What was the nature of what you heard? That there
was going to be an investigation or there had been?

A. That there was going to be one on that mission we
had.

Q. Did you ever know anyone or hear of anyone who

was questioned concerning this investigation--I mean this
operation?

A, No.

Q. Did you ever use a camera on operations?

A. Yes.

Q. Did you take any photographs on this operation?
A, Yes.

Q. Do you have any reason for not wanting us to use

those photographs?

A, I don't even have them developed.
Q. We'll take care of that.
A, I don't know where they're at now. In the nixup

when I went to the hospital, a lot of my film got lost and
all of it got wet. 1I've got, I think, a couple of rolls. I
don't know what's on them. They might be just us guys. I
don't know if I can even
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find them anymore, because everything was so jumbled up.

Q. The type of photography we would be interested

in is photographs that might have been taken on this
opération in this area. Anything from terrain shots, to

the South China Sea, to any of those villages, to that finger

of land out there, or anything of this type, or the laager
areas.

'A. I had my-—-the one that I took~-I don't know whether
. I took any down there. Mostly other villages, the houses

and stuff like this. Guys sitting around and stuff like

that.

Q. Well, this would be of interest to us.

A. I don't know if I got any of that or not. I don't
think I do. I think my camera might have been ruined by the
sand, because the sand ruined everything. It would get in

and tear everything up. I don't even think I had it then.
I can't say for sure if I have any or not.

MR WALSH: Do you have some undeveloped rolls?

A. ' I got them, I think, but I don't know where
they're at. I have to dig them up or something if I can even
find them. I don't know even if they're any good because
it was wet and stuff.

Q. If we pay to have them developed, would you send
them to us?

A. I'l]l give them to you if I can find them. I don't
know if I can find them.

Q. Well, you never can tell, and it might be helpful.

COL WILSON: Suppose we give you a ring in a couple of days.
When are you going back, tomorrow?

a. I'm hoping to go back tonight.

Q. Well, tomorrow's Saturday. How about if we

call you Monday or Tuesday and see if you have located them?
If you have, we could send somebody up there to get them from
you or make some arrangements for you to mail them.
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A. I could go home and you could call and my step-
father could tell you if I could find them or what. I couldn't
be there because I switch back and forth from time to time
because I work in Wabash.

Q. Well, would you leave your message with your
stepfather then°

A. Yes, if you call, I'll see if I can find them.
I'1l look for them.

Q. - We will call Monday then.

A, You better make it after 5 o'clock because he

won't be there.

MR WALSH: If you're in doubt as to whether a particular
roll may have been taken at this time, send them anyway.
We'll pay to have them developed and send you back the

negatives.

COL WILSON: We would want to know where they were taken.

I think, if he's got them, it might be a good idea to

have somebody go up there and get them developed and ask
questions or get them and bring them back and ask questions.
We wouldn't know where they were unless you told us.

MR WALSH: He wouldn't know where they were until he saw
them. It probably would be a good idea to get them developed
and talk to him. Maybe you could point out if they were
taken on a different operation.

A, The thing is, I don't know whether I can find
them or not. I was in Japan. The folders and I think--I
know I had some in my rucksack. I can look.

COL WILSON: We can call your stepfather Monday after

5 o'clock and see if you turned up anything. Does that
give you enough time to look or should we make it later
in the week?

A. I won't be home anyway.

Q. What about tape recordings or anything like that,
that might help fix the time and the date of what occurred,
letters or anything like this that might have information in
them concerning this operation?
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A. I don't have any.

Q. Did you ever hear any rumors before you

left Vietnam that elements of Task Force Barker, I'm not just
tdalking about C Company or B Company or A Company, I'm
talking about Task Force Barker, that elements of Task Force
Barker unnecessarily killed civilian noncombatants?

A. No.

Q. You hever did hear anything like that going on?
Were you ever very close to C/1/20? Did your people mingle
much between B and C company, or did you stay more or less as
a group?

A One time C Company come up on Uptight. They were
moving somewhere. I seen one of my old buddies. That's the
only time.

Q. Did‘you have a friend in C Company?

A, Yes.
Q. Who was that?
A. Rick NERIA. I think he was in C Company. He

might only have been attached, because this was a long time
ago. That is why I can't say for sure. I know he said some-
thing that they had some pretty rough missions.

Q. _ 'Did he mention this one?

A. No, this was way before that.

Q. Before this operation?

A. Before,

Q. You did hear any rumors to this effect? Scuttle-

~butt going around on this subject?

A, You know, we talked a little bit. They didn't
even stay the night. They was going to get water. We talked
for a little while. When we left they was taking over the
hill or something. It was something like that you know. I
just talked to them a few minutes, but thlS was before this
ever occurred.
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Q. Were you ever told by anyone in authority, senior
to you, not to discuss this operation while you were in
Vietnam? I'm talking about while you were in B Company.
Anybody ever tell you not to talk about it? .

A. I was never told personally, but I heard something
on that comment before, sométhing like that, but I was never
told personally not to discuss it.

Q. What did you hear?
A. Be quiet, don't say anything about it. Keep your

mouth shut. It might have been Lieutenant WILLINGHAM saying
that. I don't know for sure. ‘

Q. Just.keep your mouth shuf about this operaiion?

A. | Vaguely, it's just hearsay.

Q. Nobody told you directly?

A. Not direct, no.

Q. No sguad leader, platoon leader, platoén sergeant,
company commander?

(Witness shakes head in negativé.)

Was marijuana pretty easy to get over there?

A. Pardon?

Q. ‘ Was marijuana pretty éésy tb.get over there?
A, | Yes.

Q.b Was it used much in B Company?

A. I can't say. I don't pay any attention to what

everybody does.

Q. We're primarily interested as to whether or not it
was used on operations?
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A. I never saw it used.

Q. I kind of got the impression when you were talking
about this hill, you said you wanted--I think it was
Lieutenant WILLINGHAM told you to sit down and be quiet

or words to that effect--

A. (Interposing) Well, you know he--

Q. (Interposing) You wanted to go up on the hill
and help out. I kind of got the impression that the help you
wanted to administer wasn't exactly medicinal.

A. Well...

Q. Let me ask you this. Did you feel that whatever
was going on on top of that hill was an enemy activity?

A. I'll put it this way. I first got to Vietnam, I
didn't want to hurt nobody and I didn't want to see nobody to
get hurt. I wanted to go there and spend my time and come back,
but I seen time and time again where the people over there
was hurting us. The kids—--just like when I said on the salt.
The kids was helping us move that salt and we was giving them
cigarettes and stuff like that to help us to move it. Okay,
"mama-san" comes down and starts screaming, and all the kids
leave and then we get shot. So I didn't have no feelings for
them at all--none. I didn't care about them, nothing. They
wasn't helping us. They wasn't trying to help us. They was
working against us, if anything. That's the way I feel, be-
cause like I say, "mama-san"--when she come down and warned
the kids, they could have warned us too of what's going on
that mission and missions before. They let you walk into
anything. Like off of Uptight when we got pinned down

there and Speedy and all them guys, I can't remember who

the platoon sergeant was, but he got killed, a couple of guys
got wounded and GONZALEZ, I think he lost a leg, an eye, or
something. But they could have warned us before they went
down there, but no one ever tried to help us. I mean the

. people, they was against us, and especially in My Lai. These
people were all against us.

Q. Now, this is what I am tfying to understand in my
mind. Were you talking about this area, or were you talking
about the Batangan Peninsula, or were you talking about
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Vietnamese in general, or who are you talking about?

A. I'm talking about in general, all of them, the

way I feel, none of them. I don't have any mercy for any of
them except now, like the interpreter and stuff. Now, he was
helping us, you know. He tried to help, and there's a few
Vietnamese that come up, like young guys, and try to help us.
We treated them fine, and this was the only incident that this
happened.

Q. You mean this type firing?

A. Yeah. Nothing ever happened like that before,
but they told what it was gonna be. The order was that it
was search and destroy. :

Q. ‘ Well, I kind of got the impression that this
mission meant to go back and get somebody that had been
responsible for the deaths by booby traps and mines, from the
way that briefing was given. Is that true?

A. I don't know about that, but they must've thought
the area was Communist, because jets come in there and they
bombed and shot artillery in there, and then they send us in
there to finish it up. So they must have thought that or they
wouldn't have dropped the leaflets and told them to get out and
told us to go in there and search and destroy. That's what

the orders were.

Q. Well, did you feel that there was a great deal of
vengeance in the minds of--

A. Yee.

Q. | 0f B Company when they went in there?

A. Yes, a lot of vengeance.

Q. I don't suppose that the situation of TAYLOR and
MILUS—-

A. It didn't help matters.

Q. Help the situation.

A. That was after it happened.

Q. Yes, that's true.
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A, That didn't help matters any. That made things
worse, because, I mean, it never happened like that again--I
don't know. You are just out there day after day walking

and stepping on mines and never see nothing. It kind of

gets to you after a while. Maybe we figured maybe this is our
chance to get back at Pinkville. Let them know it feels to
get hurt a little bit. That was the order.

MR WALSH: I'd just like an opinion about something. 1In

your opinion, that thing that happened the first day, was that
just something where the platoon just kind of went out of
control, or was that something that they were just following
orders from the platoon leader?

-~ A. Well, I don't know if you can say it was out of
control or not.

Q. Well, was the platoon leader trying to stop the
people from firing at the people on the hill, or was he
directing them to do it or what?

A, I didn't see nobody wave to me or anybody else,
and I was in the back. The guys out front--the lieutenant,
he had to give the word calling for the ammo and the TNT.
He had to give the word, so he must not have been rejecting
it too much.

Q. You don't have any impression that he was real
angry at everybody after that first day, do you?

A, No, I wouldn't say he was angry with them.
Maybe he was, but he didn't show he was angry.

Q. As far as the instructions you'd received at the
briefing, of search and destroy and everything would be VC
in there, did it seem like to you like everybody was doing
what they should be doing? '

A, Yes, because that's the orders that we got, it

was VC.
Q. | On the morning of the 19th do you remember seeing

or hearing about some detainees being tortured by the ARVN
interpreters in the laager area? .

A, Yeah.
(HOLMES) 53 APP T-223

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY



O OFFlCine wowm ONLY

.Q. Did YOu see it?

A. ‘Yeah.
Q. What were they doing to him?

1,
A. Well, one was taking a knife and hitting his

hands and stuff, you know, and he cut him, nothing real deep,
and then he put salt in them.

Q. Who was doing the cutting? Was it an ARVN, or was
it--
A. (Interposing) The American interpreter was slap-

ping him with a knife when I saw them.

Q. Was he a big captain?

A. I ddn't know what the rank was.

o Was he an officer or an enlisted man?

A. I don't know, because I didn't see any rank.

Q. What kind of a knife did he have? A big one?
A. It was a hunting knife, and then I héard one of

the Vietnamese interrogators tied TA-1 to one and give him
a few jolts.

Q. Where did he tie it?

A. Around his bag.

Q. A field telephone?

A. Yeah.

Q. And give it a few cranks?

A. Yeah, I guess that's what they called it. I didn't
see it, but I heard he shit in his pants.
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Q. Did you hear anything about the interpreters kick-
ing or beating up the people they were interrogating?

A. I know they was getting pretty rough with them,
because, I mean, I walked over there and I seen it. He was
smacking his hands and stuff. That's all I seen on that.
Finally--these guys was supposed to lead us at something.

I get them mixed up, but I know one of them got away from

us. He was out in front of us, and one of them got away. That
was this same mission, because we had three or four guys.

Two of them looked like they were pretty young, and one

of them got away; he run.

Q. Did anyone get shot there?

A, . No, he got away. They tried to shoot him, but he
got away. - '

Q. Do you remember when you were moving up on the
third day, moving up to the area where you rounded people up?
You remember getting an order to stop burning hootches?

A. I don't remember.

0. Well, when you were up in the area to the north on
the 18th, were any hootches burned that day?

A, I don't remember.

COL WILSON: Well, let me ask you this. Have you seen or did
you see on this operation--I'm not talking about the activity
on the hill--I would like to know, from the time your unit re-
ceived fire down there, until this activity went on this hill,
what was the time period between the time you received fire
from an enemy force until this activity where all this firing
was going on up there on the hill from our forces° What was
the time element in there?

A, Like wheh we went across the bridge and set up?
Q. . Yes.
A, Five or ten minutes.

Q. Was this enemy fire coming from that hill, or was
it coming from another area? :
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A, I never said it was any enemy fire. All I would
say, there was a lot of shooting going on up in front of. us.

Q. That's right. You never did say that there was
eneny fire, that's correct. All right, these gunships that
were called in, was this during the same time period?

A. Well, that was the next morning.

Q. All right, this is a different situation. The
firing that went on on the hill in this village, do you recall
approximately the range, from the troops that were firing to
that hill? How far was it?

A. It wasn't very far. I'd say 75 meters or something
like that, 100, somewhere in there. It wasn't very far. We
was at the bottom, and they was at the top, and it wasn't a very
big hill.

Q. Did you ever see or was there ever a situation
where people were rounded up and shot?

A. No, I never seen anybody rounded up and shot.

Q. In any of these villages that you went down through,
did anybody ever gather up villagers and execute them?

A. No.

Q. Did you see anybody executed during this operation?
A. No.

.Q. Did you hear of any rapes during this operation?

A. No.

Q. What about tortures, aside from this one up here

in the north?

A, Maybe a guy'd slap a guy, but nothing, no torture.
I mean, you know, just have him there; just keep working on him
all the time like they was, no. Tempers get very--well, they
go off, especially after TAYLOR and then MILUS. I mean, just
like LIAS; MILUS meant a lot to him, and when he got it, every-
body was pretty well shoock up. _

Q. You're talking about LIAS's reaction to MILUS's

death?
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A. Yeah.
Q. And his treatment of the VC suspect?
: A. Yes, when he beat him around with the weapon.

'MR WALSH: He hurt him pretty bad?

A. He was walking.
Q. Did people'have to pull LIAS off of him?
A. Yeah.

COL WILSON: Was this man evacuated, do you know? This man
that LIAS beat up?

¢

A. No, he wasn't hurt that bad.
Q. I mean was he evacuated to a PW collecting point?
A, - I imagine he was, but LIAS wasn't the only one that

smacked him around. Right inside the perimeter there, this
- colonel or somebody came in and some of the guys was smacking
him around right there.

a. Who was that?

A. ' I don't know who it was. I can't remember.
Q. ‘ ‘Where did he come from?

A. Who?

Q. You mentioned the colonel.

A. He had flew in on a chopper. He come in, you

know, some of the guys were working a few of these guys over,
you know, smacking them around. Then interrocgating officers
came in. Maybe he was the interrogating officer, but nothing
'was said.

Q. This interrogating officer that you are talking
about, did he come in on a helicopter and interrogate some
.prisoners? Did you see him interrogate anybody?

A, * Well, I said he was smacking the hand--
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Q. (Interposing) Who is this, this same one?

a. Yes, but this guy, he just come in, stood around
a while and left.

Q. Who?

A, This guy on this chopper come in, this colonel. I
don't know, I'm not even sure of his rank. He just come in
and he was gone.

Q. And he observed these activities?

A. He seen them; he had to.

MR WALSH: You don't remember if he was a bird colonel or a
lieutenant colonel?

A. I can't--he might have been a captain. I'm not
sure, but I think he was colonel though.

0. Why do you think that?

A, Because you don't see captains flying in just over
that, and whenever something happens the colonel flies in on

something like that, you know, and see how everything is and

stuff, because our company commander was already there.

Q. Then you think he's a colonel because when he
flew in Captain MICHLES went up to him and he found out how
things were and then he climbed back in the chopper and went
off again?

A. Yes,
LTC NOLL: Was this the morning after the mortar attack?
A, Yes.

MR WALSH: And he saw the---

A, (Interposing) He didn't see the interrogators.
Q. He didn't see the interrogators with the knife?
A. No, he seen maybe some of the guys, you know, bop-

ping them on the head. Well, pulling their arms up for a long
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time, a long period. You know, just make them hold them

up there, just see how long they hold them up there, or put
a stone in their hand and see how long they hold them up
there, make them hold it up.

Q. - This was just some--
A. (Interposing) Harassment.
. Q. Harassment.
A. That's what I cali it. It wasn't torture; can't
say it was really torture. The interrogator did that.
Q. A little company punishment for firing that
mortar? | :
A. We'd like to did more than that.
Q. I believe it.

"LTC NOLL: When did you join B Company?
A. In Hawaii, after AIT.
MR WALSH: 1I'd like to just ask you a couple questions more

about this interrogator that was cutting the backs of the
hands. Was it the back of the hand that he was cutting?

A, Yeah.
Q. Then he put salt in it?
A. Yes, he took them down to the ocean and put salt
on it. It was right here down by the coast.
Q. ’ You don't know what his rank was?
A, No.
Q.. He was American though.
A, Yeah. ’
Q. Did he speak Vietnamese--
A, (Interposing) Yeah.
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Or was he using an interpreter?
He was speaking to them.

You don't remember if he came in on a chopper?
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A. He wasn't out with us that night. There was a lot
of choppers coming in because we had dead there and stuff we
was taking out. A lot of choppers coming and a lot leaving.

Q. Okay, that's all I have.

COL WILSON:. Do you have any further statements, any further
testimony that might help us rebuild this operation as to
what happened? °

A. That's all I know. All I can remember.
MR WALSH: I wonder if you have discussed the operation here

with anyone else from the company after you came back from
Vietnam. Anybody else who was there that day.

A, : The first time was this morning with Rod.
Q. Rod who?
A. He was in the 3d Platoon I think, and then after that

he came over to our platoon, after he got busted.

Q. Other than that, you haven't discussed the opera-
tion with anybody from the company?

A. We didn't really discuss it. We just talked more
about old times. Things that happened and stuff like this.

COL WILSON: I request that you not discuss your testimony in
this investigation with others, including other witnesses who

may appear before the board, except as you may be required to

do so before a competent judicial, legislative, or administrative
body. I mean by that, there is an Armed Services subcommittee in
the House that has a committee which is invesiigating this.

It is possible that they may call people from B Company. I

don't know. This request that I have has no effect on that.

You can testify before them or before a judicial body, but don't
discuss this with other witnesses that we may call, or with

the press or the public, because it is a confidential matter.

Do you have any questions on anything that we have gone over?

A, Something I wanted to ask. Like when you go into

the service; you're taught to be quiet about what you do, right?
That's what I was taught. Things that you do or supposed

to do--quiet. Why did this all come about? A lot of these

guys can get away--somebody started all of this. They weren't
supposed to open their mouth to begin with, right?

Q. No, that's not true. If something is wrong, if
something is done wrong, there are procedures in the military
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to correct this. There are also procedures for complaints,
and anytime you see something wrong, whether you're in the
military or not, even in civilian life, if it's wrong, it's
wrong, and there are always ways of reporting it.

A. Maybe you're taking it wrong.
Q. - ‘Maybe I didn't understand what you meant.
A. No, some things you should report if something

is wrong, but I mean like this mission. Wasn't this a
mission that was something that was supposed to be done, I
mean, what we was ordered to do?

Q. That's what we have got to find out. I'm sure
that there were some things that you were ordered to do on
this mission that you did and you did right. There are

" other things that were done on this mission that I'm sure
nobody ever put any orders on. That's the fine line of
difference we're trying to determine. That's really the
purpose of the investigation, to find out whether anything
like this was really investigated. I don't know if that
answers it or not. '

A. Yes, it did.
COL WILSON: Well, thank you very much for coming.
The hearing will recess.

(The hearing recessed at 1625 hours, 23 January
1970.) ’
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY

WITNESS: HOOTON, Donald R.

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 17 February 1970

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: Murder of Vietnamese civiliéns.

COUNSEL: Richard W. TOMEO, CPT, JAGC, Litigation Division, JAGO

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: Point Team, B/4/3.

1. PRIOR TRAINING IN THE RULES OF LAND WARFARE.

HOCTON received no training in legal versus illegal
orders (pg. 6). While the witness had been issued. the
MACV card "Nine Rules", he had never seen the MACV card
"The Enemy in Your Hands" (pgs. 13, 14).

2. PREOPERATIONAL PLANS AND BRIEFINGS.

Tney were informed that they were to search and clear
My Khe and destroy a bunker complex in the area (pg. 7).
They were given the village's coordinates (pg. 8). While
he could not remember who briefed him, he thought it was the
squad leader (pg. 9). Sergeant TITTLE was the leader of the
point team (pg. 9). The first platoon was given the mission
of destroying the bunker complex (pg. 10). They did not
receive any orders to burn or destroy the village or kill
the livestock (pgs. 10, 11). The usual procedure was to put
the inhabitants in a central location and search the
nootches (pg. 1l1). However, they were not given instructions
concerning the disposition of the inhabitants for this
operation (pg. 11). They expected a large enemy force in
tne area, but they did, not know its precise location (pgs. 11,
12). HOOTON did not remember being told how long the operation
was to last (pg. 12).
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3. THE COMBAT ASSAULT.

a. Actions on the 1l6th.

(1) At the village.

The witness did not recall the approach to the
LZ, but it took a half hour to get the company organized after
it arrived (pg. 15). The platoon moved out and hit Route 521
in the general vicinity of an arch (pg. 17). While they
were moving they heard an explosion and later a dud grenade
was thrown at the point team (pgs. 17, 19). However, they
did not receive any small arms fire prior to the time they
crossed the bridge (pgs. 18, 19). Just before reaching the
bridge the weapons platoon lobbed a few mortar rounds across
it (pg. 19). At this time the platoon was informed that

Lieutenant COCHRAN had died (pg. 19). After the mortar had
finished firing the mission was changed. They received word
from the rear to destroy the village (pg. 20). HOOTON did not

recall the whereabouts of Lieutenant WILLINGHAM at this time
(pg. 20). MILUS' machinegun was set up to cover the bridge
but it was not fired (pgs. 21, 23, 24). The point team moved
across the bridge and checked the opposite side for mines
(pg. 22). After the rest of the platoon crossed the bridge
they began receiving sniper fire from tne bunker complex
(pgs. 22, 25). They moved along thne trail and a fire fight
began (pg. 28). They threw TNT into one of the bunkers

from which they had been receiving fire and the bunker
collapsed (pys. 28, 29). They continued receiving fire up

to the bend in the trail (pg..29). HOOTON did not know the
location of the machinegun at this time (pg. 29). After a
while the firing stopped and WILLINGHAM ordered a cease fire
(pgs. 30, 31). They had been blowing up bunkers until this
time and all the bunkers in the village Wwere destroyed

(pygs. 30, 32). Demolitions were just thrown into the bunkers
(pbg. 35). He knew of no attempt to get people out of the
bunkers prior to their being destroyed (pg. 44). The
hootches were made o straw and the witness estimated he saw
12 to 18 such hootches (pg. 34). The platoon received sniper
fire in the afternoon (pgs. 37, 38). About 30 Vietnamese
were gathered together, their ID cards were checked, and,
later, they returned to the village (pgs. 38, 39). There
were no males in the group and no suspects were found

(pys. 39, 40). They then had lunch (pg. 39). It was
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approximately 1300 (pg. 39). Because the platoon received
some fire, they were ordered to burn all the hootches in
the hamlet (pg. 40). HOOTON thought this order came from
Captain MICHLES (pg. 40). The hootches were burned some-
where between 1330 and 1400 (pg. 41). The witness opined
that the VC reported dead were killed in the fire fight
(pgs. 41-43). He refused to answer further questions about
it (pg. 43).

(2) Movement to the laager site.

The platoon then moved north to their laager
site (pgs. 40, 41). He knew nothing about the eight VC KIA
reported at 1420 (pg. 44). They were not told that night
that tney were to secure the bridge for passage by the
company the next day (pg. 45). The witness refused to say
whether or not a Vietnamese woman was used as point or if
there were .Vietnamese civilians in the laager area that
night (pgs. 45, 46). He recalled something about sampans
being brought into the beach that afternoon, but did not
remember it clearly because he did not participate in the
search (pg. 46).

b. Actions on the 17th.

(1) At the bridge.

When the point approached the bridge on the
morning of the 17th, they realized that it was probably
mined (pg. 47). TAYLOR found the mine and was attempting
to get away from it when it exploded (pgs. 48, 49).

TAYLOR was medevac'd and they began receiving enemy fire
from the same area from which they had received it the day
before (pgs. 50, 51). Two gunships were called in, but
HOOTON could not remember how many passes they made (pg.52).

(2) Along the coast.

As the company moved down the coast some dud
rounds were destroyed in an old deserted village (pgs. 52,
53). The second pIatoon engaged two VC and had one KIA
on the beach (pg. 53). Villages were burned as they moved
down the coast to the southern tip of the peninsula (pg.54).
They continued to burn as they moved back up the peninsula
(pg. 55). They did not see many people, but there were
a lot of fishing boats at the tip of the peninsula (pg. 55).
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EXHIBITS
EXHIBIT
NUMBER DESCRIPTION NOTES D PAGES
Wit was issued
M- MACV _Card "Nine Rules" - lecard 13,14
CV Card "The Enemny in it had never seen
M-3 our Hands" y ge%ore. 14
- Identified SGT
P-21 Miscellaneous Scene . GARCIA. 53
. Identified an i
P-22 IM1scellaneous Scene interrogator known 54
- - as "Bull" whom he
thought was with
them that day.
_ Wit did not re-
P-66 Miscellaneous Scene cognize Vietnamese.] 54
‘ Wit oriented on
P-168 BRerial photo of area map . 15
Wit did not re-
P-206 Miscellaneous Scene cognlze area. 19
_ . Wit did not re-
P-207 1scellaneous Scene cognize area. 19
Wit_had Seen :
P-210 Miscellaneous Scene individual but did 53
not remember where.
: Looked like area in
P-212 Miscellaneous_Scene which they moved. 54
‘ Wit did not re-
P-215 Miscellaneous Scene cognize anyone in &5
photo.
: Wit recognized
pP-217 Miscelllaneous Scene. area, 22
i
1
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(The hearing reconvened at 1321 hours, 17 February
1970.) ‘

COL WILSON: The hearing will gome to order.

RCDR: The following persons are present: COL WILSON,
LTC NOLL, and MAJ THOMAS.

The first withess is Mr. Donald R. HOOTON.

(MR HOOTON was called as a witness, was sworn,
and testified as follows:)

Please state your full name, your occupation,
and your residence?

A. Donald Ray HOOTON. I'm a management trainee for
Goodyear Tire and Rubber. My address is 1203 Maple Street,
Jackson, Michigan.

. COL WILSON: Did you get a chance to read the information
that was paased out to you.

A. Yes, I did.

Q. This information sheet that we handed out to you
is an Exhibit M-81 that describes what this team is. This is
an interrogation team or an interview team for General PEERS.
We work completely on the operations of B Company or the air-
craft which may have supported your company. Althought it is
included in the overall My Lai (4) investigation, it is a
separate part of it. The board has no authority to make find-
ings and recommendations. That is particularily the preroga-
tive of General PEERS. We just interview people for him.
General PEERS or other members of the board may come down
here to ask you questions. If they do come down I'll identi-
fy them so that you'll know they have the authority. This
board consists of three people: Mr. WALSH, a civilian coun-
sel, who has been designated to assist General PEERS and who
is upstairs with him now, Colonel NOLL, and myself. Majoxr
THOMAS is the recorder. . _

What was your duty assignment in March 19682

A. I was in a unit called the point team. There was
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four of us men that were permanently in the forward element.
Q. Was that a part of any squad or just come under =--

A. (Interposing) I believe they called us the third
squad. But it was just the four of us, and we worked in a
tighter squad.

Q. There seems to be confusion in the mind of some
of the people in the platoon as to whether there were three
sggads or two squads. We have been having a little trouble.

A. I believe there were two regular squads, and a
machinegun crew attached to each squad. And, there was the
point team. They usually called us the third squad.

Q. You didn't work under any particular squad leaderx?
A, No.
Q. Suppose you wanted a machinegun. You just got it

from the squad that was right behind you?

A. We'd yell, and there was one up there.

Q. We have three identified: yourself, TAYLOR, and
TITTLE. .

A. ’ The other would be Jay LARCHE. Either that, or

Larche was his first name. L-A-R-C-H-E, I believe,

Q. Well, Mr. HOOTON, as a matter of procedure, I'm
going to have to give you a warning now because there is some
hearsay evidence that we have. This warning is given to you
for legal purposes. If you have done anything wrong, I would
suggest that you heed it. If not, you can use your own judg-
ment on it.

A. Yes.
Q. Mr. HOOTON, you are advised that you are suspected
of having committed a war crime, to wit: murder of Vietnamese

civilians. Your constitutional rights are as follows.

You have a right to remain silent. Any statement
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you make may be used against you in a criminal trial.

You have the right to consult counsel, and to have
counsel with you during the interrogation. Counsel may be
civilian counsel provided by you at your own expense, or
military counsel of your own selection if reasonably available
at no expense to you, or appointed military counsel at no ex-
pense to you. By counsel I mean attorney or lawyer.

A. Yes.

Q. You are further advised that in the event you de-
sire counsel with you during this entire interrogation, coun-
sel is here solely as your advisor. He may not answer ques-
tions for you, but at any time you desire, you may confer pri-
vately with your counsel.

A. : Yes.

Q. If you desire not to answer questions now without
counsel present, you may stop answering guestions at any time.

A. "~ Yes.
Q. Also, you may request counsel at any time during
questioning. .

Now, just to review this, you can--we will pro-
vide you counsel, military counsel. You may, as you desire,
either answer questions or not answer questions. At any time,
you may stop answering questions.

A. : ‘Yes.,
Q. Or, we could bring counsel in for you if you desire.
A, I'd like to have a counsel here, just for counsel's
sake.
Q. All right, we'll get you one. We will recess.

: (The hearing recessed at 1330 hours, 17 February
1970.)

. (The hearing reconvened at 1350 hours, 17 February

1970.) :
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COL WILSON: The hearing will come to order.

RCDR: The following persons are present: COL WILSON,
LTC NOLL: and MAJ THOMAS.

COL WILSON: Mr. HOOTON, the witness, has asked for counsel.
Will counsel state his name and rank?

IC: Richard W. TOMEO, Captain, Judge Advocate General
Corps.

Q. Your are an attorney?

IC: Yes, sir.

Q. : Where are you assigned?

IC: I'm assigned to the litigation division of the

Judge Advocate General's Office.

Q. Captain, I have informed Mr. HOOTON of the fol-
lowing, and I specified that this warning was given on the
basis of hearsay evidence. He was advised that he is suspect-
ed of having committed a war crime, to wit: murder of Viet-
namese civilians. I have informed him of his constitutional
right to remain silent, and that any statement he makes may
be used in a criminal trial against him. He elected to have
counsel. You were called. I intend to recess the hearing

at this time to let you talk to the witness. Whenever you

are through, yvou can contact me in the next room. You can

use this room for your discussions. Is that satisfactory?
IC: Yes, sir.

Q. Do you want any further information?

IC: If the witness has made any previous statements,

I'd like to see them.

Q. Yes, he has made -- do you mean here?
Ic: Yes, sir. I mean other statements.
Q. " You haven't made any other statements to any other

investigators, have you?
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A. No, I haven't. Well, there was a phone discussion
when I was called on the phone.

Q. When our people were making arrangements for com~
ing down here? :

A. Well, they were wondering if I remembered certailn
dates.
Q. Well, this is not evidence. This is usually try-

ing to locate witnesses by finding out where he was at a
certain time. -

IC: I was referring to written statements.

Q. The written reports? I did ask him what his
assignment was in March of 1968. He responded that he was a
member of the point team of the lst Platoon, B/4/3. At that
time, I gave him a waining. ‘

- IC: That was it?
Q. That was 1it.
IC: ‘ No times?

COL WILSON: No. No times.

IcC: No previous statements made prior to this.

COL WILSON: Negative. I haven't seen any, we don't have any,
and he doesn't know of any. I'm sure that Colonel MILLER will
be back to talk to you.

The hearing will recess at this time.

(The hearing recessed at 1352 hours, 17 February
1970.) :

, (The hearing reconvened at 1447 hours, 17 February
1970.) . -

COL WILSON: The hearing will come to order.
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RCDR: The following persons are present: COL WILSON,
LTC NOLL, and MAJ THOMAS. :

COL WILSON: Captain, I've advised the witness, and I shall
advise you now, that your presence here is strictly on an
advisory basis.

IC: Yes, sir.

Q. You can consult with the witness at any time.

Mr. HOOTON, do you want to make a statement, or
do you want to answer questions?

A. Yes, I'll answer questions.

Q. You will consent to answering questions?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. If you will recall the information sheet that we

passed out, we're going to try to follow a chronological se-
guence in questioning. The first questions we'll ask will

be concerned with training. The next questions we'll ask will
be concerned with the briefing which was received prior to

the operation. Then the questions will concern the various
phases of the operaticn and what occurred.

Do you recall ever in your training getting a
class, probably in military justice or possibly Geneva Conven-
tion, concerning the subject of the legality or illegality of
orders. ‘

A. No. .

Q. You don't remember any class on that subject?
A. No.

0 I want to be sure that I fix the operation that

I am talking about. The one that we have in mind is that

one which began on the 1l6th of March and ended on the 19th
of March. During this operation Lieutenant COCHRAN was kill-
ed, on the 1l6th of March. MILUS was killed the night of the
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18th and the morning of the 19th of March. It's that time
period that we're interested in. That's the time frame that
the investigation is concerned with. Now, on the 15th of
March at fire base Uptight, you should have received some sort
of information, or some sort of briefing or some sort of orders
concerning the operation which was coming up on the 16th of
March. Can you recall receiving any information on that?

A. Yes. We were briefed for an operation that we
were to undergo in the morning, a chopper assault. We were
supposed to fly out there. We were supposed to search and
- clear a village, and we were supposed to destroy a bunker
complex in that area.

Q. You were supposed to search and clear a village
area, and you were supposed to destroy a bunker complex in
the area?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. - What type of bunker are you referrlng to. Give
me as much information as you had on it prior to the operation?

A. Prior to the operation?

Q. Yes, I'm asking——the question I'm asking is what
you were told, and later we'll get into what happened I'm
trylng to flnd out what you knew before you went in there.

A. They just told us that it was a buiker complex,

and said it was used by the VC. The bunkers were used by them
for protection from artillery and for just staying out of
sight from choppers.

Q. Well, where was this bunker complex supposed to
be located?

A. The village, I believe, was My Khe. It was right

along the South China Sea.

Q. Right on the sea there?

A. Yes.

Q.  You got this much detail in the briefing?
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A. Well, they gave us the coordinates.
Q. Did you have a map?
A. Yes, I did. Well, I think there were three maps

in the four-man point team. All of us had a map, and all of
us knew where we were. They would just give us the coordi-
nates, where to go, and we would find the best way of getting
there. : '

Q. So on the 15th of March, when you were briefed,
you knew that you were going to have to assault a bunker com-
plex?

A. Right.

(MR WALSH entered the hearing.)

Q. You were given the coordinates to this bunker
complex?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Do you recall the name as being My Khe?

A. I believe it was My Khe.

Q. What else were you told about this bunker complex?

Did you get any more information? Was it one or more bunkers?

A. : Well, they said it was several bunkers. 1In fact
they told us--this other man, TAYLOR, and I were the demolition
men, They told us to carry all the TNT we could, and they

said don't worry, because we wouldn't have to walk very far.

We wouldn't have to walk very far from the choppers to this
area.

Q. From the landing zone to the target. By whom were
you briefed?

A. I don't even remember now.

Q. Was it the platoon leader, or was it the company
commander? '
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A. It wasn't the company commander. From what I
remember, it was a smaller group. It might have even been a
squad. That's how our briefings usually broke down though.
The colonel would have a briefing with the CO, and the CO
would talk to the platoon leaders, and the platoon leaders
would go on down to the squad leaders, as a rule. This is
the way most of our briefings were. I don't remember who
gave us the briefing this time.

Q. Now, the point team, since it doesn't respond to
any squad requirements as you have explained, still works
directly for the platoon leader as I understand it. It does
listen to the first or second squad leader?

A. No, we had a leader for the point team.

Q. - Who?

A. Sergeant TITTLE.

Q. - TITTLE?

A. Yes.

Q. Would you normally get your orders from Sergeant

TITTLE or your briefing from Sergeant TITTLE?

A. Well, sometimes we'd get it from him, and sometimes
the CO might even get us together and talk to us. But I
don't'remember who exactly briefed us prior to this mission.

Q. Do you remember if a map was used for this brlef—
.1ng, or whether you were just give the coordinates?

A. We were just given the coordinates. I believe I
remember the point team sitting around in our bunker on Up-
tight, and we 1lit a candle and looked at the coordinates.

Q. Now, as far as demolitions go, what do you nor-
- mally carry in the point team?

A. : I usually carried about 5 or 6 pounds of TNT. T
had time fuze, and then we had, you know, regular blasting
caps. Lots of time, like in this particular mission, we took
the fuzes out of old grenades. They usually took a bunch of
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o0ld grenades and got rid of them. We just took the fuze out
of them, because they screw into blocks of TNT. It's a lot
quicker and simpler way of destroying something.

Q. You usually carried several pounds?
A, Yes,
Q. How about the other members of the point, did

they carry about the same amount?

A. Everybody carried, you know, about 2 to 5 to 6
pounds apiece. . '

Q. Was it normal, or was it ever practiced that you
would distribute this demolitions among the other members of
the company to assist you in carrying the demolitions, or did
you have a requirement for that much demolitions?

A. Sometimes other platoon members would carry demo-
litions. They would give it to us as it was needed, and we
had a few others that were qualified. Most of the platoon
stayed away from it.

Q. As we understand it, it was planned that you were
going to work with the--when you were part of the lst Platoon,
and you were going to work with the 1lst Platoon, was there
anyone else in the lst Platoon that was given the mission of
the desturction of this bunker complex, or was it the whole
platoon's mission?

A. That was the whole platoon's mission.

Q. Now, it was the platoon's mission; and the point
would be the flrst ones to make contact?

A. Right.

Q. Is there anything else? Let me ask you a couple

of specific questions. Did you receive any instructions,
specific instructions, on the burning of villages, destruction
of villages and so forth?

A. At this time; before this mission?
Q. Yes, for this mission.
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A. Not prior to that mission, no.

Q. ' When you don't receive any instructions like that,
do you use normal procedures?

A. Usually in a clearing mission we just go in and
look through the hootches, you know. The people are usually
rounded up and put in one big, central area, and we go through
~ the brush looking for weapons, ammunition, and supplies.

Q. You described this as search and clear. We've
had several describe this as search and destroy.

" A. . Well, this will come out later.

Q. All right. That's good. I'm glad you said that.
There was no information on the destruction of houses, food
stock and destruction of animals?

A. Not at this time. We were to just clear the vil-
- lage, and blow up their tunnel complex and bunker complex.

Q. Were there any instructions concerning the dispo-
siton of the inhabitants of this village?

A. . Not at that time.

Q. . What was the enemy situation deplcted? I realize
“that you described the bunker complex, but I'm wondering if

- you were given an enemy strength in the area, or anything llke
that?

A. Well, we knew the area. I mean the area was Jjust
crawling with enemy, and we were told that there was a group
holed up in the area. We were supposed to be more or less

. on the alert for this. Of course, that's more or less common
-knowledge throughout the area.

Q. But you weren't told that there would be a company-
sized or platcon~sized element or anything like that?

A, Well, we were told that there was a large unit
somewhere in the area. They didn't know precisely where it
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was. There is always a large unit in that area. I don't

know how many--we ran into several encounters with forces that
probably numbered 200 or 300 enemy, all in this area. They
just sort of rotate around in here. They would stay there a
couple of days, and then move on. They'd split up into any-
where from three main groups on up to 200 or 300 strong. They
just live in the area.-

Q. What do you recall? Do you recall the concept of
operations of other platoons of the company? Do you know what
they were going to do?

- A, Yes. We were supposed to--in order for us to get
over to this bunker complex, we had to cross a bridge. The
rest of the platoon--or the rest of the company, pardon me,
as I understood it, was just going to clear this one area,
~you know, on this side of the bridge here. They were going
to clear that area and set up security there (indicating the
west side of the river). '

Q. They were going to stay over on the west side of
the bridge, and you were going over to the east?

A. We were going over on the east side, right.

Q. You don't know what their mission was over there
on the west? You didn't hear anything specific about what
they were supposed to do?

A. No. It was just a clearing operation over there,
and more or less just security, too, that would be on the
bridge and the area across. It's sort of like an island.
There is the South China Sea on one side, and there is a big
river on the other side. The river is awfully deep. There
are four bridges along this--well, they called it a peninsula,
but it's sort of an island. There's four bridges along here,
but three of them were blown up or missing sections, you
know, weren't usable, functional.

Q. Do you know if at the briefing were you told how
long you would be in the field, or how long it would last?

A. I don't believe so. They never give us that
kind of answer.
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Q. Was there any special equipment other than demo-

litions which you were told to take that may have given you

an indication of how lowng you might be out there? Could you
go out for a short period or an extended period, and if you

didn't have what you needed, they'd resupply you..

A. Well, we got clothes. That wasn't any problem.

We got a change of clothes once a month, and we carried a

_ toothbrush. That was about it, and whatever we wanted to
sleep with. Food; they'd brlng in C-rations once a day.

Water; sometimes they d bring in water. It depended, I guess,
if they felt we needed water. '

Q. Do you recall at the brleflng, which of the squads
- was to follow the point?

A. No, I don't. I think the first squad followed.
In fact, I think MILUS was~-he was a machinegunner, and I
think he was right behind the point team. In fact, I know
he was, cause he covered the bridge when we went across.
The point team went across first.

Q. Who was the squad leader for the first squad?

A. I believe Sergeant LIAS was then, Sergeant LIAS.

Q. Do you remember Sergeant LINKOUS, Specialist LINKOUS?
A. LINKOUS, Yes,_I believe he was the squad leader

of the second squad.

Q. You think that LIAS was the squad leader who fol-
lowed the point?-

A, Yes, he was squad leader. He followed the point.
Yes, sir. : '

Q. I've got Exhibit M-2 which is entitled "Nine Rules".
It's a MACV, wallet—51ze card. Have you ever seen that card?

(The witness and counsel examined Exhibit M-2.)
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A, Yes, I have.

Q. Did you ever get issued one?

A. I think they gave us one, yes.

Q. _ In Hawalii or in Vietnam?

A. I don't remember.

Q. You were with the unit in Hawaii, weren't you?
A. Yes, I was, for 8 months;

Q. Here is Exhibit M=-3 which is entitled "The Enemy
in Your Hands". . Have you ever seen that card?

(The witness and counsel examined Exhibit M-3.)

A. . I don't believe so, no. I don't think I ever
got anything like that.

Q. It's got a back page here, which would be the
back side of the card.

(The witness and counsel examined the second page
of Exhibit M-3.)

A. ' I didn't see that card there.
Q. Do you recall any more information on the brief-
ing that I haven't questioned you on that might assist in

understanding what you were told when you went in there?

A. No. It wasn't really that important of a brief-
ing. It was considered more or less a routine mission.

Q. Right. Were you told that night, or that day,
the 1lift that you would be on the next day?

A, Yes, they usually straightened things like that
out. They tell you what chopper and what lift you were going
to be on. '

Q. Do you recall what lift you were going to be on?
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A. _ I don't recall.

Q. Do you recall whether the lst Platoon was to se-
cure the landing zone for the rest of the company and move
out, whether they were to move out immediately, or what they
were to do as soon as they hit the ground? .

A. No, I don't recall the landing. The CO was quite
a flamboyant character anyway. He always planned who was go-
ing to secure it, and he'd always get shook. He was yelling
and screaming and people were running around and falling down.
Choppers were landing a quarter mile away. People were fall-
ing apart, we we were pretty much in mayhem for the first one-
half hour anyway.,

Q. f’ Who are you talking about, the company commander?

A Yes, Captain MICHLES. He was nicknamed "Mad Dog".
Q. ' Well, I don't have any more questions on the brief-
ing.

All right. I think the best thing to do is to
describe to you what we know from the standpoint of place and
location so it will help you recall. We'll give you the

task force concept just to put you in the location and every-
- thing, and then we'll go to each day. Let me show you here
what was the plan of operation and what was done on the first
day.

(Colonel WILSON proceeded with map orientation
on MAP-4.,) S

Q. Now with that, we'll go to an aerlal photograph.
Mr. WALSH just got back from Vietnam, and we'll let him take
the aerial photograph and give you a orientation on that.
Maybe we can work from that photograph.

(Mr. WALSH continued with the orientation on P-168.)
COL WILSON: Mr. HOOTON, we do have another photograph here.
If you have enough recall, we would really like to reconstruct
what happened on the first day, primarily. Now, as we said
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before, the company had closed in on the landing zone by
0830. The last lift came in at 0827. Sometime after that,
you started moving toward the bridge. We use Route 521 which
was the main dirt road that moved through there. I assume
you moved over that road to get to the bridge. '

A, Yes.

Q. ' Do you recall when you hit the road? I know this
is hard to describe, but the only thing that we've got to go
by is a large, bamboo gate that was over the road. If you
recall, it had some wrltlng on it, the entrance to the My Lai
(1). Do you recall seeing that?

A. , Yes, sir. #In fact, we saw a mine marker, which

is a little pile of stones, that was left at the gate. Captain
MICHLES was there, and he elected for us not to go through -
that archway because of this mine marker.

'Q. - All rlght Describe the mine marker and its pur-
pose, because this is a Vietnamese mine marker that you're
talking about, isn't it?

\

A. Right, it's an enemy'mine marker.

| Q. All right. What does it look like? What does it
consist of?

A. ' It's a whole bunch of pebbles in a little circle,

sort of built-up in a little pyramid. It only stood about 3

or 4 inches high. It is geometrically constructed, just like
a cone, ‘ ‘

Q. - Did you see this marker before or after Lieutenant
COCHRAN hit that mlne?

A. Before.

Q. Okay. So you hit Route 521 in the general vicin-
1ty of that arch, is that rlght?

A. Right.

Q. At the time you hit that point, Captain MICHLES

said not to go through lt?
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A. Right. Well, it was right there by the LZ, by

B the arch. We landed there by the arch, and we just got off

the choppers and we started moving over towards Lis CP group.
I was on the point group, and he told us not to use this ma-
jor trail on through the arch. He told us to go around the

" trail and work on up across the rice paddy.

Q. Do you recall if there was a bullt up area right-
by the arch?

A. Yes, there was.

Q. Had you already gotten into the village at that
point? ' :

A. " Yes, there were some buildings there. They were

- concrete type, stone.

Q. When you went around that arch, did you get back
on 5217 ' v
A. Yes, we just made a big half-circle around that

arch. 521 went straight through, and there's a junction, a
trail junction, right here. We just circled around and hlt
this other trail and camped at 521. . '

Q. How far from the time you hit 521, how long did
it take you go get to the bridge?

A, . Well, it took us quite a while because we ran

into a little trouble on the way. Lieutenant COCHRAN got

- killed, and we came up through this junction. Somebody threw
a grenade at the point team, but it didn't go off. It was
laying over 1n some thlck brush, we were lying down on the
ground.

Q. Where was this junction that you were talking
about? Can you pick this out on the photograph?

A, ~ I don't think so. This is too darn small, this
photograph (P-168).

MR WALSH: This is 521 that goes right across here, but the
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road that you have to get on comes out this way.

A. This trail we were coming down ends right about
in here, right around this area.

Is that a regular military map there (MAP-4)?

COL WILSON: Well, this is the map here. I don't know if it
will help or not. This is MAP-4.

A. One of these two junctions here. We landed some-
where around here, and we circled around in this archway here.

Q. You got this grenade before you got out of this
v1llage, is that right?

A. nght. We were just at the trail junction, and
we were standing beside the stone building. Somebody threw
the grenade, and Sergeant TITTLE saw it and yelled. We all
got down, but the thing didn't go off. I looked for it and
the brush was too thick, and we didn't feel like tramping
around in there anyway. We went out and searched some of
the buildings, looking for spider holes to see if we could
find who threw it. We couldn't find anyone. ‘

MR WALSH: You didn't see it until TITTLE yelled?

A. Yes. He yelled and we could hear it hit, and it
rolled off into the brush. I didn't physically see it, but
TITTLE saw it, and he yelled.

COL WILSON: Did you receive any fire at that time?

A. Not at that time, no.
Q. Then after, you did conduct a short search?
A. Just a very brief one. TAYLOR and I went around

to check a few of the hootches around there. We saw a couple
of little bunkers, and we climbed down in them. No one was in
them, so we went back to join our unit. This was on down the
trail, I guess.

Q. How far did you go down the trail before you re-
ceived fire?
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A. Not on this side of the bridge.

Q. P-207 and P-206, these are allegedly photographs
of the landlng zone which was used that day. I don't know if
you recognize this photography well enough to place your lo-
cation or not.

A. Not from this picture.

'_vQ All right. Would you describe your movement from

the time that you received this grenade until you reached the
bridge, and what happened when you reached the bridge?

A. Well, just prior to getting to the bridge, the
weapons platoon was there. They set up a mortar tube, and
lobbed a few mortar rounds over across the bridge into that
area. See, this was the only bridge into this peninsula of
land, this island of land. The point team had to go across
it, and we didn't really want to, you know, because that's a
pretty piss poor place to send anybody anyway. So they lob-
bed a couple mortar rounds.across there, and at that time we
were informed that Lieutenant COCHRAN was killed. They were
working on him, but he died.

Q. Did you hear the explosion?

A. Yes. It was very close.

Q. Do you remember YOur location when that happened?
A. - " We were just breaking up on the trail.

Q. You were,justvbreaking up on the trail?

A. Yes. The point element was just coming onto the

trail. We just hit the trail.

’Q Well, vou hlt the trail about 0845 then° That's
when he tripped that booby trap. Did you know then that he
had been hit, or did you know this later?

A. We didn't know who had been hit at the time. We
didn't find out until we stopped and were going across the
bridge. At that time, we were told that 1t was Lieutenant
COCHRAN that was dead. '
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Q. How effective was their mortar fire?

A. Pretty good.

Q. Did you see the rounds?

A.- Yes, I could look on through the brush to the

river, and it was hitting right arcund the bridge. It was
hitting anywhere from 50 to 150 meters from the bridge.
That was toward the ocean.

Q. Do you know how many rounds it was?

A. : . No, I don't.

Q. All right. What happenea after the mortar fire?
A. ' -Then the mission was changed, and we were told

to destroy the village in its entirety.

Q. How did you receive this word?

A. It was just passed up from the rear.

Q. By radio?

A. No. See, we didn't have--the point men didn't

have a radio.
Q. You gdt the word to destroy the village?

A. Yes. Now, we were still on this side. We didn't
cross the bridge yet. We were approaching the bridge. In the
same lull when the mortars were firing, we received word that
Lieutenant COCHRAN was dead, and we received word that the
village was to be destroyed in its entirety.

Q. Where was Lieutenant WILLINGHAM at this time?
A. I don't know. He was somewhere back there behind

us. We didn't pay any attention to where anybody was behind
us.

Q. He wasn't up there with you?
A. . No.
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Q. Wheré was he usually located, the platoon leader,
between the two squads?

A. Usually, yes.
Q. This order was just passed up?
A. Yes.
Q. What was the interval between the point squad and

the point team?

. A. We were all spaced out about 5 to 8 meters apart.
There wasn't any clear separation between the point team and
the point squad.

Q. There wasn't?

A. No. We were just the first four in line.
Q. You were followed by the machinegunner?

A. The machinegun crew, I don't know if he was

exactly behlnd the point team or not, because I was rotating
between number one and number two man. But, he was real
close to us.

Q. Well, now, I've heard that there was a radio
a551gned to the polint team this day, prlmarlly because of
the mission. You don't recall this?

A. We had little squad radios, these little walkie-
talkies. We didn't have any PRC-25. We never carried one.

Q. Well, I mean, it wasn't a member of yéur point
team that carried it. It was an individual that was placed
‘up there with you. You don't remember it?

A, ' We didn't have one. Being in the poinf team, we
didn't want a radio around us. It was bad enough walklng
around without some guy with a radio behind -us.

Q. ' So, you were told to destroy the village. What
action was taken at that time?

A, The machineguns set up on this side of the bridge,
because we had to go across the bridge, you see.
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Q. Yes.

A. So, the point team went across the bridge--well,
Larry and I went across, checked it out, you know, for mines
and stuff through the area. We got over, then B.J. came over.
Then the platoon started coming over.

Q. B.J. is Beverly?

A. _ Yes, Beverly. Then we received fire.

Q. After you were completely on the other side?

A. Yes, after we were comp;etely on the other side.
Q. Now, do you recall before you moved across

whethexr the two squads following you moved up into position
on each side of the bridge, the north and the south side
of the bridge?

A. They couldn't move too far south because the brush
was thick, but north they could because the trail ran right
along the river. At this point the trail sort of meandered
on around and followed the river. I can't remember, I think
about 30 or 40 meters.

Q. This is a better photograph, (P-217) and the photo-
graphy is very recent. It won't show anything there. This

is the bridge. Now, just to try to bring yourself into the
picture on this photograph, and possibly it might be better

to use the map here. See this particular texture on this?

A. Yes, sir. That's right here.

(COL WILSON continued with with the map-photo
orientation.)

Q. Now, what we were talking about, this is about

1 inch to about 50 meters.

A. Yes.

Q. We were talking about the platoon hitting the

trail and going down. We'll start this right here (indicating
the bridge). You don't recall the two squads moving up on

either side of the bridge?
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" A. No, I don't. I know the machinegun crew moved
up on this side (indicating south of the bridge).

MR WALSH: Well, this is probably wetter than at the time
that you were operating because this photograph was taken in
the rainy season, and by March it had dried out a lot.

A. Right, it was still pretty muddy all through this
area.

COL WILSON: Now, we're putting the approximate location of
~the machinegun here. Whose gun was that, do you know?

A. I believe that was MILUS' gun.

Q. Okay. Do you recall how far back from the
bridge it was when you got this handgrenade? I believe
it was off this photograph.

A. I think it was, too. I think it was right after
we hit this trail junction.
0. ’ . Okay, we'll start right down here then. Now, this
is MILUS' gun, right, his M-60?
Q. They moved into position before you crossed?
CA. ' Right.
Q. } | Who moved it into position?
A. I don't remember who.
Q. All right. When they were in position, what
happened?
A. Well, it was in position. I forget if "Lar"

went across first of I did, but one of us went across and the
other followed about 30 meters behind. There wasn't any more
than twe of us on the bridge at a time. When "Lar" and I

got over here, we checked this area out. It's real sandy
right here on the bridge, and once you get back this way it's
real muddy, so we just sort of checked around this real sandy
area for mines. We poked through the sand and like that.

We moved out up to this area right here, and the rest of the
- point team got across.
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Q. Okay, and then where do you think the mortar
concentration landed?

A, Right in through this area (indiéating directly
east of the bridge).

Q. 'Right over in here?

A. Right.

Q. You don't remembef how many rounds?

A. No, I don't.

Q. I'm going to give you a squad designation,

since you're such an odd unit. You moved right across
and you searched out this immediate area right here?

“A. Right.
Q. Okay. How long did that take?
A. It took us about 5 minutes at least. '"Lar"

and I spent about 5 minutes there.

0. This is getting ahead if it now, but I want to
be sure I don't forget it. Did you by any chance search
that piece of ground where TAYLOR hit the mine the next
day?

A. Yes, we did. In fact, where he hit the mine was
right in front of the bridge. That mine was planted that
night.

Q. When you made your search for that—--oh, one other
guestion. Was there preparatory machinegun fire prior t
crossing that bridge?

A. No.

Q. The gun was not fired?

A. No, it wasn't.

'Q. The point squad crossed, and then you said the

other squad crossed after you made your search?
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A. Right.
Q. Then what happened?
A. Then we recelved fire from this area in here

(indicating directly across the bridge).

Q. Well, when you are describing this area in here,
you are describing a piece of area. What was that? We're
‘looking at it now and there's nothing there, but what was it?

'A.b It was a bunker complex that we talked about, and
there were hootches there. '

MR WALSH: Let me ask a question. The other side of this

trail right off the bridge went up and maybe curved to the
north a little bit. Then before you get to the high ground
here, it turned and went south. Do you remember how that went?

A. Maybe there was another branch going north. The
way it went was one trail went on up high, and there is another
trail right here that stayed close to the water and went down
through here (indicating south). There was another village
area off in there. B

Q. ' Why don't we draw that in.

COL WILSON: Yes, we can do that with pencil. That shows up
pretty well. -

Now, will you draw on there where you think that
trail went up and came down?

(The witness did as requested.)

A. One went up through here, and the other went around
down through here. That trail stayed along the river there

all the way, and this trail over here stayed here. They almost
ran parallel with each other all the way over down to here.

There was another trail right around in here too. It stayed
along the water (indicating north). Around this area it was

real marshy. And, it stayed away from the waters edge up until--

MR WALSH: (Interposing) Well, it doesn't show on that (MAP-4).
A. Well, they haven't got all the bridges here.

There were four bridges, I believe. But, it stayed away from
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this marshy area until on about here. Then it gets back along
the river again. This other trail comes down here (P-217).

COL WILSON: Now, when you cleared this area, did you move
out before the entire lst Platoon came across, or did you
wait for them to cross?

A, Before we....

Q. Before you started moving in, when you left the
bridge area.

A. You mean when we received fire?
Q. Yes.
A. No, we started moving in because we had to give

them room to move across. This wasn't a very good position
for them to be in on the bridge. So we just moved in,
discharging our weapons and going to the bunker complex that
was on the way.

Q. Let me ask you this. ‘Now, where did you say the
fire came from?

A. It just came from this area generally (indicating
directly off the bridge and to the right). We couldn't
precisely pinpoint it.

Q. Was this a village, or what was it?
A. It was a village type'area)'yes.
Q. Could you give me a general idea how large this

village was from an area standpoint, keeping in mind what we
talked about, that 1 inch equals about 50 meters? How long
was that bridge, do you remember?

A, It didn't seem very long. I think it seemed
longer because I had to walk across it. They always seem
a little bit longer that way. I believe it was about
close to 20 meters across. '

Q. Using a basis of about 1 inch equals about 50
meters, what do you think the size of this complex was that
you received the fire from? Did it extend from water to
water, or was it inside of this trail complex?
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A. It was almost inside the trail complex. These
trails here were more or less the outskirts of the village
-area because this is all high ground here. 1It's a little
ridge. In fact,; you can't see the village when you're here.
When you're here, you can’t see the ocean in most spots. In
areas down here you can. But, this is all high ground here.
(The witness reflected that the area running parallel to the
beach on the ocean was high ground, but further south it was
level.) The village was concentrated down in this area.
This trail here was real close to the water. I don't believe
there were hootches on the other side of the trall on this
water side (the western trail).

Q. Where do you th;nk the village extended down to?

A. This is sort of strange. It sort of tapered off
- right along this area. There's a couple of hootches here and
there in this area. Then they have another real big area
down in here (1nd1cat1ng the southern portion of the village
and southward). There is an old, desertad area down here.
There's just a few hootches spaced out in this here.

MR WALSH: Let me ask a question. We have had testimony
from people who remember there being hootches on the side
of this hill that went up, just before you came to the beach.
That would be on that side of the trail (indicating west

.0of the western trail). Do you remember that?.

A, Yes, there were a few. Not too many there I
think,

Q. Well, while you moved out after you received

the fire, did you move out along this trail or this trail
(indicating east and west trails, respectively)?

A. We went along this trail (indicating east trail).

- Q. That's what people have indicated, that pecple were
on both sides of the trail. They indicated that there were
hootches on both sides of the trail.

COL WILSON: So, you came across and followed this trail here?

A. Yes.

Q. Then it started heading south?
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A. Yes.

Q. Now, what occurred at this point? Did anything
happen at this area? .

A. Yes, sir, a fire fight.

Q. Now, I want you to describe that fire fight. Where
was the machinegun? Was the machinegun still back here on
this side of the bridge?

A. No, the machinegun~-we had the machinegun cross,
and I don't know which one it was, but I remember we had a
machinegun either behind us or right alongside us. I don't
remember exactly which crew it was.

Q. So, that machinegun probably moved over before
the first squad did.

A. He might have. 1It's entirely possible, because
I think his only purpose was to get the four of us across.

Q. - Where did he go into position?

A, I don't even know, because things are so confusing
once the shooting starts. People are running around, yelling
and hollering.

Q. Well, you got fire from this area, and you still
moved out this trail? Were you moving under fire when you
moved across the trail?

A, Yes, we thought we received fire from a bunker
right here, so we threw some TNT that had grenade fuses in
it. I believe--what are the long ones?

Q. Two pounds. Well, you were using composition C.

A. No. The TNT had the short blocks and the long
blocks. »

Q. Two pounds.

A, Okay. We used the long blocks with a grenade fuse.

There was another one up here, so we just leapfrogged on up
here just clearing these bunkers (indicating in an easterly
direction) so we could move up here and get everybody else on
across.
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Q. This was the bunker that you talked about right
here?

A. Yes, the bunker right after you cross the bridge.
Q. You think that's where the fire came from?

A. We thought it was at the time. We thought this
was where some of the fire was coming from.

Q. Did it work out that way, or do you know?

A, We don't really know, because two pounds blew

the roof off the bunker and it collapsed. So, we didn't
find out.

Q. | After you demolished this bunker, did you still
receive fire?

. A. ' Yes, we received fire for some time.

Q. And you continuéd to move?

A. Up to about this point here (indicating the bend
in the trail). I'm not certain.

Q. Where was the fire coming from after the bunker

was knocked out?

A, . We couldn't really tell. There was so much
confusion going on and everything. o

Q. The machinegun was firing, but you don't know
where the position was?

A. Not exactly, no, sir. He was either behind me or
off to the side of me. ‘

Q. Do you know what the other squad was doing after
they crossed the bridge?

A, No.
Q. After you moved up toward the edge of the village
up here, had the firing stopped7
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A. After a period of time, the firing stopped, yes.
The firing had ceased. I don't know where we were, but we
were arocund there someplace (indicating the whole village).

I believe Lieutenant WILLINGHAM or somebody started yelling,
"Hold your fire." We stopped firing. Then things were real
guiet. This was a toy of theirs. You know, their weapons
have a distinct sound. You know, like the old M-1 carbine.
Lots of times if you stop firing and you are real quiet, they're
real quiet. Then you fire a couple rounds and they start
shooting. It's their little game they played with them in
that whole area the entire year. So we stopped and things
were really guiet. We just waited, and we didn't receive any
fire after that until later on that afternoon which was just
a few sniper shots.

LTC NOLL: Did the machinegun cover your throwing the TNT
in the bunkers as you recall?

A, No. That was probably the first thing we did
when we were fired upon, because it seemed like the noise
‘was coming from this area. This was done to give us

enough room to get on up here to get the rest of the pla-
toon across, or as many of them across as possible. '

COL WILSON: Do you think the firing stopped somewhere out
in this area, somewhere out in here?

A. Right. I'm not positive, but I think it did.
Q. Had you stayed on the road all the time?
A. I don't even remember, because you start running

around and you try to find a tree, and then you try to find
one bigger. ' ' ’

Q. Before this firing stopped, did you do any searching
in there?

A, No.

Q. Did you do any more bunker demolition?

A. You mean during this time?

Q. " Yes, before the firing stopped?

A. Well, yes, that's how we managed to move, just

by discharging our weapons and the use of explosives.
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Q. What was the target of the exp1051ves? Was it
more bunkers or what?

‘A Yes.

Q. All right. When the firing stopped, what happened

at that time? You said that Lieutenant WILLINGHAM said to
.stop firing?

A. Yes, I believe it was him. He yelled out the order.
Q. You could hear that, but you didn't see him?

A. ' Well, I didn't see him. One person starts yelling
and the other, and that's how we get the word out.

Q. | Do you think it was his voice?

A. I think it was him that initiated it.

'Q. | - When the firing.stopped, then what did you do?

A. We sort of lay there for a while, and we got a--

then they had us--
IC: V(Interposing) Excuse me.

(The‘witness and his counsel conferred.)
COL WILSON:_ You could go out in the hall. “
IC: | Just give me a few minutes here.
COL WILSON: Okay. The heafing will recess.

(The hearing recessed at 1545 hours, 17 February
1970.) ’

(The hearing reconvened at 1550 hours, 17 February

COL WILSON: The hearing will come to order.
..RCDR All persons who were present when the hearing re-

cessed are again present.
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COL WILSON: As I recall the statement, the question which I
asked at the time that we recessed was what happened after
the firing stopped, after you ceased fire?

A, Well, I'd prefer not to discuss anything further.
Q. Would you answer any questions regarding further
movement from your last location in the village after the
firing stopped?

A. | I didn't hear what you said.

Q. Will YOu answer any questions regarding the
activities that took place in the village after the firing
stopped? ‘

A. I'd prefer not to.

Q. Let me ask a couple of gquestions, and you can
decide whether you want to answer them or not.

Were the bunkers in the village destroyed?

A. Yes, sir, they were.

Q. Were the bunkers in the village fqrtified?
A. Yes, they were,.

Q. I want to separate a fortified bunker from

a family bunker. What type of bunkers were in the village?

A. The construction was very large, very large hard-
wood, and there was some kind of tacking. It was very sturdy,
very sturdy. ' ‘ ' ‘

Q. Were there ﬁuts in this village, hootches?

“A. Yes, there were hootches in that area.

Q. 'How were they related to the bunkers? Were they
over the bunkers or to the side of the bunkers?

A. They were usually, I guess, to the side, or just
interspersed. '

Q. In the strong bunkers in the village here, did you

use explosives or frag grenades?
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A. Explosives.
"Q. As I recall, you had somewhere around 20 pounds
- of explosives?

A. Yes.

Q. Based on the structure of the bunkers you described
to me, and the amount of explosives it would take to destroy
them, how many bunkers do you think you could destroy or you
-did destroy with that amount of explosives?

A. Well, I believe it was about 3 pounds to a bunker.
Q. How much was that?
A. 3 pounds per bunker.

COL WILSON: We'll take a short recess.

(The hearing recessed at 1553 hours, 17 February
1970.)

(The hearing reconvened at 1557 hours, 17 February
1970.)

COL WILSON: The hearing will come to order.

RCDR: All persons present when the hearing recessed are
. again present except Mr. WALSH. ’ '

COL WILSON: Okay. Now, what I was really trying to determine,
actually, is to build up the picture of what happened in the
village. Now, if you used 2 pounds on one of those bunkers--
you described a log, a hardwood log in the bunker, which is
about 10 inches in diameter?

A.. Yes.

Q. Now, did you actually cave those bunkers in with

- that much demolition?

A. " Some of them--most of them that I noticed or
remembered would just collapse, the top just fell in; some

of them the roof just came off.

Q. Were these hootches a temporary type thing, or were
they reinforced, rock structures?
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A. No, they were straw.

Q. What were they made of?

A, Regular straw or grass hootches, bamboo frames.
Q. ' How many hootches do you estimate were in there?
A. I don't know. I might say probably a dozen, or

a dozen and one-half.

Q; Twelve or eighteen?

A. Yes.

Q. How many bunkers do you estimate were in this area
here?

“A. I'm not sure,vbecause I didn't see all of them or

get through that much of the area. I'd say there was probably
10 or 12. '

Q. I'm going to outline the area you described to me,
and watch me and see if this is correct before I mark it. It
generally ran down here like this, is that correct?
A. That was the area.
Q. Well, I'm just trying to get a general idea.
(COL WILSON continued to outline on P-168.)
Generally like that?
A. Yes.

Q. There were about 12 to 14 hootches in that area?
I mean 12 to 187

A. Yes, maybe up to 20.
Q. How many bunkers?
A. Approximately a dozen from what I could see, because

I didn't get to move all the way through this village area or
all around it. I couldn't give you a reliable estimate.

Q. You almost had enough demolitions to take care of
that many bunkers?
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A. Well, if I remember right, some more demolitions
was brought in. I don't know exactly who used it or how it
was dispersed.

Q. This was going to be a question, but since you
brought it up, do you recall a hellcopter brlnglng in some
ammo and some demolitions? '

A. , I don't recall it now.
:-'Q.' Do you récall a resupply of demolitions?
A. No.
Q. Do you recall the point group or the point team

asking that grenades be passed forward?,

A. No, I don't believe we used any grenades to speak
of. : | .
Q. ' Did you have any CS grenades?
A ‘Not this time.
Q. CN?
A. No.
- Q. Did you use the procedure of one man preparing the

charge and leaving the charge there for another man to come
in and demolish the bunker, or did you go into the bunker and
. place the charge? What was the method of the destruction

" of the bunkers? . e

A, We usually just threw 1t in. ©Nobody would go in
that I know of. . :

Q. From the point team's standpoint, was this
demolition all by the p01nt team, or were the other squads
in it?

A, I believe other squads were in it because they were
~on back further and spread on through the village. I believe
second squad stayed right along this area here, right along

the bridge, and more or less secured the area. Anyway, they
just barely got across and the fire fight started.
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LTC NOLL: Did they follow you across or did they cross
behind the first squad?

A. I don't reall know because I was further up, and
there was a little bit of action.

COL WILSON: Now, the reason I ask if the other squads were
involved, I wonder if somebody said: "All right. The first
squad take this section to the right, and the second squad
take the left and blow up bunkers." Did the point team

move off in a certain direction or was it assigned an area

to do this, or did the point team alone destroy the bunkers.
It would appear to me that somebody with the platoon working
in this area has got to say, "You take this area, and you take
this area." Did everybody just move in on their own and

start the demolltlons on the bunkers?

A. Well, the first squad moved to other parts of the
village. I don't remember it right now.

Q. Do you remember TITTLE saying anything like:
_"We're going to take these bunkers over here," or anybody
saying to you: "You take those bunkers over there." Was it
~just said that it was ockay to start the demolition of these
bunkers?

A. I don't remember how it was, actually.
(Mr. WALSH reentered the hearing.)

Q. It seems to me that there would have to be some
sort of control. Okay, let me ask you this. Before you

went up to a bunker and threw the demolition in there, was
there somebody coverlng you° You didn't work as an individual,
did you? ; ' '

A. Certainly not.
Q. Did you work in pairs or in larger groups?
A. I believe in larger groups because of the fact

that there was firing in there. We had engaged the enemy, and
it was senseless tc walk around by yourself.

Q. You had demolitions, and normally there was only
one man blowing a bunker at a tlme, is that correct?
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A. No. IfI remember right there was quite a few
serles of dlfferent explosions. '

Q. What I meant by that is as far as the point team

was concerned, consisting of four men, did they ever split

" to demolish bunkers, or did the point stay together and
demolish each bunker that they came to? '

A. I believe we stayed together. I just don't
remembexr. About the only thing I remember_is having--

Q. _ (Interposing) Having what?

A. ‘Having dinner. We stopped fot chow.
Q. Thisiwould have been around noon?

"A. Yes. We had chow, and some people came out from

somewhere. About 20 or 30 civilians just sort of sat down out
there. You know, they were just sort of sitting around, a few
women and a few kids. So we sat down and had chow, and they

- sort of sat there. There was a little bit of confusion about
where we were going to go, I remember that. We didn't know
1f we were going this way or that way (indicating north and
south). TAYLOR and I walked around, and we ran into this old
trall ‘over here and walked up it a llttle ways.

Q. Do you mean the trail over by the river?

A. Oﬁer by the river, yes. We walked up here.
Q. | South?

A. Yes, south. We were standing there and we

seen the sniper fire. It was about 8 to 10 feet over
our heads and hit some limb in a tree. We just sort of
stood there because we didn't know where the rounds were
coming from, and we figured it was a sniper.

Q. -~ Where was the fire coming from° Was it coming
~ from the east or the west?

A, Well, it was comlng from around here someplace
g(lndlcatlng south of the village). There is another hootch

- up here in this area. : '
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Q. Is this point right here about where you received
the sniper flre?

A, Yes, right about here. There was a couple of
boats sitting out there, ‘and we were looking at the fishing
boats.

(COL WILSON marked the position on P-168.)

Q. ~ What time was that?

A. | I don't know.

Q. Well, would that be around noon, or was it after-
noon? ' ’ ’ ‘
A. It Was afternoon, because we--I believe the poin£

team just sat around about the same whole area there, and we
were 31ttlng around right here eating our chow, you know. We
had a little bit of C4 there, and we cooked some C-rations.
There was a well right around there someplace where we got
some water. There was some people that came out; I don' t know
where they came from. Some came from here and some came from
here, and they sort of grouped up and sat down right over

in here (indicating in the northeast corner of the village).
I think somebody came and checked I.D.'s, I'm not sure. One
of the sqguad leaders checked their I.D.'s or something. We
'just glanced up there, and we ate chow. '

Q. That's when you moved south?
A. Yes, that's when TAYLOR and I took a walk, because

Lieutenant WILLINGHAM thought we were going to move on down
' here (1nd1cat1ng south) .

Q.  How many people were up here?
A. Well, the whole platoon‘was»up there.
Q. You Qere talking about the natives.
A. There was about probably 30.
Q. 30? How many?
A. About 30.
Q. They returned to the village?
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A. Yes, they sort of came on back to £he village.
Q. From where?

A. Well, it looked like they came from this section
here. -

Q. ' You were pointing to.the river area?

A. Well, right here. They could have been coming

- from this area, and some of them could have been coming from
the beach area too. They all sort of congregated around here
(indicating the northeast corner of the village).

Q. ' Where did they congregate?

A. : Right around this area, right around here.

Q. Up_in the north?

A. .Yes, around in the north. I believe there's a

" well up in here too. They were up there getting some well
water and sitting around, and I think somebody had some food
and they were eating too. It looked like somebody stopped
the war for a minute and there was a chow break.

Q. You say that's about 130072

A. Yes, right around 1300; 1200 to 1300 is about
the timg. ' '
.Qz ' ‘What did they do? They ate?

A. Yes, they sat afound and ate and talked.

Q. That was about right here?

A. Yes, I think it was right about here. I know
~ they were a good ways back behind us.

Q. Now, were these people searched?
A, : Yes; we searched them for I.D.'s.

Q.‘ Did you find any suspects in there?

A. No;
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Q. Well, we're just trying to get an indication.
Now, do you recall anything else that happened in that
VLllage about which you might want to make a statement?

A. Nothing.

Q. I've got a few questions that I want to ask. Do

you know that we had two groups wounded up there in the other
part of the company? There was another group wounded be31des
Lieutenant COCHRAN.

A. ' Yes, there was several mines that went off in the
2d Platoon. ‘
Q. Do you know whether it was planned that the 24

Platoon was supposed to sweep My Lai (1)?

A. I don't know. I don't know what their real plan
was, operational plan. ’ ' '

Q. Now, the sequence of events of that morning was
your landing at 8:30, the first booby trap tripped at 8:45,
and the next on trlpped at 9:30. This is the sequence of
events that I'm giving you in accordance with the Task Force
Barker log. At 9:55, from the 1lst Platoon area, B Company
reported to Task Force Barker that 12 