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1. PRIOR TRAINING I N  THE RULES OF LAND WARFARE. 

The w i t n e s s  had been wi th  t h e  company f o r  s i x  months 
i n  Hawaii and l e f t  wi th  them f o r  Vietnam i n  December ( p g . 4 ) .  
H e  had h i s  AIT wi th  them and was then  p laced i n  t h e  f i r s t  
p l a t o o n  (pg.  4 ) .  While i n  t h i s  advanced t r a i n i n g  i n  H a w a i i  
he was t a u g h t  how t o  maneuver w i t h  t h e  squad as w e l l  a s  
t h e  hand l ing  o f  PW1s (pg. 5 ) .  They were t a u g h t  t o  handle  
them w i t h  r e s p e c t  when they were cap tu red  and t o  t a k e  them 
t o  someone f o r  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  (pg.  5 )  . The w i t n e s s  had 
seen E x h i b i t  M-2, "Nine Rules" ,  and s t a t e d  t h a t  he had one 
and w a s  g iven  it e i t h e r  i n  Hawaii o r  whi le  e n r o u t e  t o  
Vietnam. He f e l t  t h a t  everyone i n  t h e  u n i t  had one 
(pg.  6 ) .  The w i t n e s s  was going t o  check among h i s  p e r s o n a l  
be longings  a t  hone and forward t h e  c a r d  i f  he had a copy 
(pg. 6 ) .  E x h i b i t  M-3, "The Enemy i n  Your Hands", had a l s o  

been s e e n  by  t h e  w i t n e s s  and he  f e l t  t h a t  he w a s  i s s u e d  it 
(pgs .  6, 7 ) .  While i n  Hawaii he went through a l e c t u r e  on 
t h e  Geneva Conventions and r e c e i v e d  a ca rd  f o r  t h i s  ( p g . 7 ) .  
The w i t n e s s , i n  discussin apprehension of  c i v i l i a n s  i n  a 
v i l l a g e t s t a t e d  t h a t  i f  tRey s a w  someone they would g i v e  a 
warning shot and i f  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  f l e d  they would have t o  
s t o p  them i n  some way (pg. 65) . 
2 .  PmOPERATIONAL PLANS AND BRIEFINGS. 

The w i t n e s s  r e c a l l e d  be ing b r i e f e d  by Capta in  MICIlLES 
p r i o r  t o  boarding t h e  choppers  a t  LZ Upt ight  (pg.  8 ) .  MICHLES 
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t o l d  them t h a t  it was a VC s u s p e c t e d  v i l l a g e ,  t h a t  t h e y  
were go ing  i n ,  and t h a t  it w a s  a s e a r c h  and d e s t r o y  
m i s s i o n  (pg .  8 ) .  H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e y  would u s u a l l y  know 
t h e  n i g h t  b e f o r e  when t h e y  were go ing  on an  o p e r a t i o n  and 
t h e  squad  l e a d e r s  and  sometimes t h e  team l e a d e r s  would b e  
c a l l e d  i n t o  t h e  CP (pg.  9 ) .  H e  f e l t  t h a t  L i e u t e n a n t  
WILLINGHAM b r i e f e d  them on t h e  day p r i o r  t o  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  
and  s t a t e d  t h a t  S e r g e a n t  LIAS, t h e  squad  l e a d e r ,  would 
b r i e f  them a f t e r  t h e  l i e u t e n a n t  t o l d  him what was t o  t a k e  
p l a c e .  H e  s t a t e d  t h e  o r d e r  o f  t h e  b r i e f i n g  was g i v e n  t o  t h e  
squad  by S e r g e a n t  LIAS f i r s t ,  t h e n  t o  t h e  p l a t o o n  and 
f i n a l l y  t o  t h e  company when t h e y  had a l l  j o i n e d  t o g e t h e r  
f o r  t h e  l i f t  o u t  (pgs .  9 ,  10 ) . The f e e l i n g  t h a t  t h i s  
a s s a u l t  was g o i n g  t o  b e  " a  l i t t l e  b i t  d i f f e r e n t "  was 
g i v e n  t o  him by t h e  CO (pg.  1 4 ) .  They were t o l d  t o  l e a v e  
n o t h i n g  s t a n d i n g  b u t  t h e r e  were no d e t a i l s  g i v e n  (pg .  11). 
They w e r e  t o l d  by MICHLES t o  f i r e  a warn ing  s h o t  a t  
i n d i v i d u a l s . w h o  were f l e e i n g  and i f  t h e y  d i d  n o t  s t o p  t o  
s h o o t  them down (pg.  11). H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  normal ly  t h e y  
would g a t h e r  up t h e  food and p u t  it i n  a p i l e  which would 
l a t e r  b e  p i c k e d  up by a h e l i c o p t e r  (pg.  1 2 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  
reca l l  a ment ion  o f  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  l i v e s t o c k  o r  f o o d s t u f f s  
(pg .  1 2 ) .  H e  f e l t  t h a t  because  t h i s  was a s e a r c h  and 
d e s t r o y  m i s s i o n  it was d i f f e r e n t  from t h e i r  normal  m i s s i o n  
and t h a t  t h e y  would see numerous VC i n  t h e  a r e a  (pg .  1 3 ) .  
MICHLES t o l d  them n o t  t o  s h o o t  down anyone (pg .  1 3 ) .  
S u s p e c t s  t h a t  were apprehended would be h e l d  pend ing  i n s t r u c t i o n s  
from t h e  company commander,which was normal p rocedure  
(pg.  1 3 ) .  The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  h e  had a f e a r  of  t h e  
P i n k v i l l e  a r e a  because  o f  p a s t  e v e n t s  which had o c c u r r e d  
t h e r e  (pg .  1 5 ) .  They c l e a r l y  a n t i c i p a t e d  t h e  a r e a  t o  
b e  occup ied  by t h e  VC because  it was emphasized i n  t h e  
b r i e f i n g , ( p g .  1 4 ) .  S e r g e a n t  LIAS t h e n  t o l d  them how t h e y  
were t o  p a i r  o f f  and h i s  squad  was t o  t a k e  t h e  p o i n t  (pq .  1 5 ) . 
3 .  COMBAT OPERATIONS FROM 16 MARCH THROUGH 19 MARCH. 

a .  The l a n d i n g  and a c t i v i t i e s  on 16 March. 

(1) The l a n d i n g .  

The w i t n e s s  f e l t  he  was on t h e  second  l i f t  
and h e a r d  some f i r i n g  w h i l e  he  was g o i n g  i n  (pg .  1 8 ) .  He 
d i d  n o t  f e e l  t h a t  it was from h i s  a i r c r a f t  a s  t h e  f i r i n g  
was i n  t h e  d i s t a n c e  (pgs .  1 8 ,  1 9 ) .  No one from h i s  s h i p  
was f i r i n g  and t h e  g u n s h i p s ,  f l y i n g  i n  a  wide c i rc le  may 
have been  do ing  some f i r i n g  (pg .  1 9 ) .  They remained where 
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they  landed approximately t e n  minutes and began t h e i r  
movement (pg. 1 9 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  see Lieu tenan t  COCHRAN 
be ing  k i l l e d , b u t  he d i d  h e a r  t h e  exp los ion  and he f e l t  
t h a t  it had occur red  approximately 50 f e e t  from where they  
landed (pgs .  1 9 ,  2 0 ) .  

(2)  On t h e  ground movement. 

They proceeded down a t r a i l  which l e d  t o  
t h e  v i l l a g e ,  b u t  he d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  p a s s i n g  under a g a t e  
t h a t  went over  t h e  road (pg. 2 0 ) .  Being i n  t h e  f i r s t  
squad he was t h e  l e a d  squad o f  t h e  p l a t o o n ,  a s i d e  from t h e  
p o i n t  people  (pgs .  20, 2 1 ) .  A s  t hey  approached a b r i d g e  
h e  n o t i c e d  a s m a l l  house near  t h e  t r a i l  and r e c a l l e d  
h e a r i n g  h i s  p o i n t  maneholler  "a  grenade" (pg. 2 1 ) .  The 
grenade d i d  n o t  d e t o n a t e  and some people f i r e d  upon t h e  
VC t h a t  threw i t , b u t  he d i d  n o t  t h i n k  t h a t  they  h i t  him 
(pg. 21) . They d i d  see t h e  man who threw it (pg. 2 1 ) _ .  
He saw S e r g e a n t  TITTLE jump t o  one s i d e  when it was thrown 
and thought  t h a t  a long wi th  TITTLE t h e r e  was TAYLOR, HOOTON, 
and a n o t h e r  young member o f  t h e  squad who was on h i s  second 
t o u r  (pg. 21) . The w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  s e e  t h e  man throw t h e  
grenade b u t  d i d  h e a r  t h e  f i r i n g  (pg. 21) . A f t e r  t h i s  
happened they  cont inued t o  march towards t h e  b r i d g e  which 
h e  e s t i m a t e d  t o  be  200 t o  300 f e e t  away (pgs.  21, 2 2 )  . 
The l i e u t e n a n t  i n q u i r e d  a s  t o  what had happened 
and they  t o l d  him a grenade had been thrown a t  them, and 
he  gave them t h e  word t o  con t inue  (pg. 2 2 ) .  The w i t n e s s  
d i d  n o t  h e a r  any s n i p e r  f i r e  coming from t h e  a r e a  where t h e  
grenade w a s  thrown o r  from t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of  t h e  b r i d g e  
(pg. 2 2 ) .  

( 3 )  Movement over  t h e  b r i d g e  and i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  they  went a c r o s s  t h e  
b r i d g e  and d i d  n o t  r e c e i v e  any f i r e  from t h e  v i l l a g e  ( p g . 2 3 ) .  
The t r a i l  t h a t  they  fol lowed t u r n e d  towards t h e  sou th  and 
went i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  which was 100 t o  150 meters  away 
from t h e  end o f  t h e  b r i d g e .  The p la toon  l e a d e r  was t h e r e  
and they  proceeded t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  i n  a column. They could  
s e e  t h e  v i l l a g e  a s  they  came a c r o s s  t h e  b r i d g e  and he s t a t e d  
t h a t  they  cou ld  s e e  roughly a dozen people going about  t h e i r  
b u s i n e s s  (pgs .  24, 25) . 

squad. 
( 4 )  J o i n i n g  o f  t h e  machine gunner w i t h  t h e  p o i n t  

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  normally j u s t  p r i o r  t o  

(HALL) 3 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

SUM APP T - 2 4 0  



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


making an e n t r a n c e  i n t o  a v i l l a g e  t h e y  would c l e a r  t h e  
a r e a  w i t h  a machinegun (pg.  3 6 ) .  I n  t h i s  i n s t a n c e  t h e  
l i e u t e n a n t  c a l l e d  t h e  machinegunner forward  j u s t  a f t e r  
t h e y  c r o s s e d  t h e  b r i d g e  p r i o r  t o  e n t e r i n g  t h e  v i l l a g e  
(pg.  2 9 ) .  Normally ,  t h e  machinegun, which t h e  w i t n e s s  
d e s c r i b e d  a s  t h e i r  needed weapon , would b e  k e p t  b e h i n d  
t h e  s econd  squad ,  b u t  i t  w a s  b rough t  forward  and p l a c e d  
l i k e  a p o i n t  squad  i n  t h e  f i r s t  squad  (pg. 2 9 ) .  The 
machinegunner d i d  n o t  p l a c e  t h e  weapon i n  p o s i t i o n  b u t  
f i r e d  i t  h o l d i n g  it i n  h i s  hand (pg.  2 9 ) .  When h e  s t a r t e d  
f i r i n g  eve ryone  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  j o i n e d  him i n '  f i r i n g  on 
t h e  p e o p l e  a s  t h e y  came runn ing  o u t  o f  t h e i r  h o o t c h e s  
(pg .  3 0 ) .  H e  knew t h e  machinegunner used  q u i t e  a b i t  
o f  ammunition i n  c l e a r i n g  t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg.  3 7 ) .  The 
w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  h e  c o u l d  n o t  sayewhether  t h e  
l i e u t e n a n t  d i r e c t l y  o r d e r e d  t h e  machinegun b u t  h e  d i d  know 
t h a t  t h e  word came back f o r  t h e  machinegum- t o  move 
forward  (pg.. 3 8 ) .  H e  f e l t  t h a t  t h e  l i e u t e n a n t  t o l d  t h e  
machinegunner t o  commence f i r i n g  (pg .  3 8 ) .  The w i t n e s s  
l a t e r  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  p e o p l e  i n  t h e  u n i t  had i n  t h e i r  
minds t h a t  t h i s  w a s  a d i f f e r e n t  t y p e  o f  o p e r a t i o n  and  f e l t  
a l o t  o f  "boys d i d  g e t  c a r r i e d  away" e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  
machinegunner (pg .  8 1 ) .  H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  l i e u t e n a n t  
t o l d  MILUS t o  s i m m e r  down. The w i t n e s s  f e l t  t h a t  
MILUS l o s t  h i s  c o o l  a l l  t o g e t h e r ,  and went " k i n d  o f  
c r a z y  t h e r e "  (pg.  8 1 ) .  

( 5 )  A c t i v i t y  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  a f t e r  t h e  v i l l a g e  was 
" c l e a r e d "  t h e y  moved th rough  t h e  v i l l a g e  i n  a s o u t h e r l y  
d i r e c t i o n  (pg .  2 6 ) .  H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  v i l l a g e  was s e a r c h e d  
and t h e y  were mos t ly  l o o k i n g  f o r  males  o f  m i l i t a r y - a g e , b u t  
a l l  t h e y  saw were women and c h i l d r e n  (pg .  2 6 ) .  H e  s t a t e d  
t h a t  t h e y  would look  i n s i d e  o f  t h e  hoo tches  and check o u t  
t n e  bunke r s  (pg .  26) . The s e a r c h e r s  were t h e  f o u r  p o i n t  
men i n c l u d i n g  TAYLOR who was d e s c r i b e d  a s  a mora l e  b u i l d e r  
(pg .  2 7 ) .  The w i t n e s s  s e a r c h e d  w i t h  t h e  man named 
GARCIA (pg.  2 7 ) .  P o s s i b l y  HOLMES was w i t h  them (pg .  2 8 ) .  
The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  h e  n e v e r  l i k e d  t o  be  by h i m s e l f  and s o  
it w a s  two o r  more t h a t  h e  s e a r c h e d  w i t h  (pg .  28) . H e  f e l t  
t h a t  h e  s e a r c h e d  s i x  t o  e i g h t  hoo tches  and h e a r d  no f i r i n g  
o t h e r . t h a n  t h a t  o f  t h e  machinegunner who was f i r i n g  a t  any- 
t h i n g  t h a t  moved (pgs .  28 ,  2 9 ) .  The w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  
any o r d e r s  from t h e  l i e u t e n a n t  a s s i g n i n g  p a r t i c u l a r  s e c t i o n s  
t o  i n d i v i d u a l s  f o r  s e a r c h i n g  (pg.  4 2 ) .  H e  f e l t  t h e  squad 
l e a d e r s  d e c i d e d  which a r e a s  t h e y  would s e a r c h  (pg .  4 2 ) .  m he 

(HALL) 4 SUM APP T-240 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 




FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


s e a r c h e s  t ook  t h e  l a r g e s t  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  day ,  two t o  f o u r  
h o u r s  and  t h e  w i t n e s s  f e l t  t h a t  t h e y  were t h e r e  a l l  day 
(pg.  42) . H e  s t a t e d  Chat  it looked  l i k e  a normal  v i l l a g e  
t o  him and he  d i d  n o t  see any p e o p l e  i n  t h e  hoo tches  w h i l e  
s e a r c h i n g  (pg.  43) . 

( 6 )  Conduct o f  c i v i l i a n s  d u r i n g  t h e  s e a r c h .  

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  most  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  
had  g a t h e r e d  t o g e t h e r  on a s p o t  n e a r  t h e  ocean  i n  a huddle  
w h i l e  t h e  f i r i n g  was go ing  o n ,  and t h e y  remained t h e r e  d u r i n g  
t h e  s e a r c h  (pg.  4 3 ) .  During t h e  i n i t i a l  f i r i n g  by t h e  
machinegunner  t h e  w i t n e s s  s p o t t e d  f o u r  women, whom he 
d e s c r i b e d  a s  b e i n g  t e r r i f i e d ,  wa tch ing  them from a  h i l l  
which was between t h e  u n i t  and t h e  ocean  (pg.  3 0 ) .  H e  a l s o  
p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  i f  i n d i v i d u a l s  were runn ing  t h e y  were f i r e d  
upon (pg.  3 0 ) .  Th i s  c o n t i n u e d  u n t i l  t h e  c a p t a i n  n o t i f i e d  
them t h a t  t h e y  were n o t  t o  " k i l l  anybody" (pg .  30) . The 
l i e u t e n a n t  r e l a y e d  t h e  message t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  t o  g a t h e r  up 
t h e  s u s p e c t &  (pg .  3 0 ) .  When t h e y  e v e n t u a l l y  l e f t  t h e  a r e a ,  
t h e y  l e f t  beh ind  them t h e  peop le  who had g a t h e r e d  t o g e t h e r  
on t h e  beach  (pg .  45) . They d i d  t a k e  one-  woman f o r  g u i d i n g  
them around mines  ( p g s .  4 5 ,  5 4 ) .  The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  a 
rope  w a s  u s u a l l y  u sed  on t h e s e  p o i n t  g u i d e s  t o  p r e v e n t  
t h e  p e o p l e  from runn ing  away (pg. 5 4 ) .  I t  was n o t  t o  h u r t  
them (pg .  5 4 ) .  

( 7 )  K i l l i n g  and r a p i n g  o f  c i v i l i a n s .  

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  he  saw approx ima te ly  
t h r e e  b o d i e s  o f  women and  c h i l d r e n  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  (pgs .  32,  
3 3 , 3 5 ) .  H e  a l s o  saw approx ima te ly  a dozen p e o p l e  who were 
h i t  w h i l e  r u n n i n g  from t h e  machinegun f i r e  (pg .  36) . He 
d i d  n o t  see any men having  " a  l i t t l e  fun  w i t h  t h e  women" 
(pg.  3 4 ) ,  and h e  s t a t e d  t h a t  C a p t a i n  MICHLES was s t r i c t  on 
t h e  m o l e s t i n g  o r  r a p i n g  o f  women and had l a i d  down 
c e r t a i n  s t a n d a r d s  (pg .  35) . 

( 8 )  S e t t i n g  o f  e x p l o s i v e s  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  a s  t h e y  moved on th rough  
t h e  v i l l a g e  t h e y  r a n  o u t  o f  ammunition and a h e l i c o p t e r  
f l ew  some i n  a l o n g  w i t h  TNT o r  C4 which was used  t o  blow 
up t h e  bunke r s  and which " f l a t t e n e d  t h a t  v i l l a g e "  ( p g . 3 1 ) .  
H e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  what  k i n d  o f  a chopper  l a n d e d  w i t h  
t h e  e x p l o s i v e s  (pg.  3 2 ) .  The w i t n e s s  ment ioned 
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t h a t  h e  h e a r d  a rumor t h a t  one o f  t h e  bunker  t u n n e l s  
c o l l a p s e d  on a  woman p i n n i n g  h e r  i n t o  t h e  h o l e  (pg.  4 5 ) .  
He s t a t e d  t h a t  b e f o r e  l e a v i n g  t h e  v i l l a g e  t o  go to  t h e  
n o r t h  t h e y  bu rned  a l l  o f  t h e  hoo tches  (pgs .  4 4 ,  45)  . 

( 9 )  O the r  a c t i v i t y  on t h e  beach .  

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  he  r e c a l l e d  some 
Vietnamese b e i n g  s e n t  up t h e  beach from a U.S. b o a t  
f o r  q u e s t i o n i n g  on t h e  f i r s t  day o f  t h e i r  a c t i v i t y  
(pg .  5 1 ) .  H e  s a i d  t h e r e  were a l s o  f o u r  o r  f i v e  
Vietnamese N a t i o n a l  P o l i c e  p r e s e n t  who a r r i v e d  by 
h e l i c o p t e r  and l e f t  b e f o r e  n i g h t f a l l  (pgs .  5 1 ,  52)  . 
Fishermen t h a t  were s e n t  i n  were i n t e r r o g a t e d  by t h e s e  
p o l i c e  (pgs .  4 9 ,  5 0 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  see any o f  t h e  i n t e r r o g a t i o n s ,  
because  h e  remained on t h e  beach  watch ing  t h e  p a t r o l  b o a t  
o u t  i n  t h e  w a t e r  and he  d i d  n o t  have communications w i t h  
t h e  CP (pgs .  52 ,53)  . H e  was on t h e  beach w i t h  a  man named 
GARCIA (pg: 53) . H e  o n l y  r e c a l l e d  ore f i s h i n g  b o a t  coming 
i n  t o  t h e i r  a r e a  (pg.  5 5 ) .  H e  f e l t  t h a t  t h e  Vietnamese 
from t h e  b o a t  were o n l y  i n  t h e  a r e a  f o r  app rox ima te ly  
30 minutes  (pg.  54)  . 

( 1 0 )  Night  l a a g e r  p o s i t i o n .  

The w i t n e s s  r e c a l l e d  C - r a t i o n s  b e i n g  flown i n  
and l a a g e r i n g  on t h e  beach f o r  t h e  evening  (pg .  49)  . He 
was on t h e  p e r i m e t e r  a long  w i t h  GARCIA and a newcomer whose 
name h e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  ( pgs .  53 ,54 )  . 

b .  A c t i v i t i e s  on 1 7  March. 

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  n e x t  morning,  on 
17  March, h e  t h o u g h t  t h e y  were t o  meet  up w i t h  t h e  r e s t  
o f  t n e  company and went  back down t h e  t r a i l  i n  a s o u t h e r l y  
d i r e c t i o n  toward t h e  b r i d g e  they  had c r o s s e d  t h e  p r e v i o u s  
day (pg .  5 5 ) .  He was towards t h e  end of t h e  p l a t o o n .  
H e  t h o u g h t  t h e y  r e c e i v e d  some f i r e  from a  bank l o c a t e d  t o  
h i s  l e f t  (pg. 5 5 ) .  He s t a t e d  he f i r e d  one o r  two s h o t s .  
The s n i p e r  f i r e  p inned  them down,but he d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  re-
t u r n i n g  any f i r e  which amounted t o  a n y t h i n g .  TAYLOR and t h e  
p o i n t  men w e r e  ahead  check ing  t h e  t r a i l  f o r  b o o b y t r a p s  
(pg.  5 6 ) .  TAYLOR h i t  a  mine w i t h  h i s  r i f l e  n e a r  t h e  b r i d g e  
and h i s  f o o t  was blown o f f  (pg .  5 6 ) .  A h e l i c o p t e r  came i n  
t o  medevac him and i t  r e c e i v e d  some f i r e  from t h e  same bank 
(pg .  5 6 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  see TAYLOR when t h e  mine went o f f  
b u t  saw him a f t e r  when he  was wrapped i n  a poncho and be ing  
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l o a d e d  ,onto t h e  h e l i c o p t e r .  A f t e r  TAYLOR was wounded, 
t h e  company immedia te ly  proceeded  t o  cross t h e  b r i d g e  
( P ~ S  57 ,  5 8 ) .  They r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  t h e y  had 
swept  t h e  p r e v i o u s  day and  went t h rough  it  i n  l i n e  on a 
resweep (pg .  5 6 ) .  Two h e l i c o p t e r s  came i n  and began f i r i n g  
i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  from beh ind  t h e  company (pg.  5 9 ) .  H e  
s t a t e d  h e  c o u l d  h e a r  t h e  "popping o v e r  o u r  heads"  (pg .  5 9 ) .  
Three  b o d i e s  t h a t  h e  had  s e e n  t h e  p r e v i o u s  day were gone 
from t h e  t r a i l  (pgs .  59 ,  6 0 ) .  A s  t h e y  moved s o u t h  i n t o  
o t h e r  v i l l a g e s  t h e y  d i d  n o t  run  i n t o  any more Vietnamese.  
They p roceeded  a l o n g  a t r i a l  which took  them'down i n t o  t h e  
South  China Sea  (pg.  6 1 ) .  While p roceed ing  down t h e  
t r a i l  t h e y  came a c r o s s  a number o f  hoo tches  which t h e y  
bu rned  (pgs .  61 ,  62,66) . When t h e y  r eached  t h e  beach  t h e y  
remained t h e r e  awh i l e  and t h e n  r e t r a c k e d  i n  a n o r t h e r l y  
d i r e c t i o n  f o r  t h e i r  even ing  l a a g e r  (pg .  6 2 ) .  The w i t n e s s  
d i d  n o t  know i f  t h e y  r e t u r n e d  a g a i n  t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  which 
t h e y  had d e s t r o y e d  on 16 March,nor d i d  h e  r e c a l l  t h e  l o c a t i o n  
o f  t h e  b r i d g e  t o  t h e i r  n i g h t  l a a g e r  p o s i t i o n .  T h a t  even ing  
h e  s t a t e d  t h e y  had h o t  chow,but  h e  d i d  n o t  recal l  i f  t h e y  
were i s s u e d  equipment  and ammunition (pg .  6 3 ) .  H e  d i d  r e c a l l  
t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  b r o u g h t  some f ragmentary  g r e n a d e s  (pg .  63)  . 
The w i t n e s s  p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  t h e  mora le  went down t h a t  
day b e c a u s e  TAYLOR was wounded and  a s  TAYLOR w a s  medevaa'd 
h e  y e l l e d  " k i l l  them, k i l l  them" (pg .  6 7 ) .  Tha t  evening  
w i t h  a l l  p l a t o o n s  p r e s e n t  t h e y  formed a company s i z e  
p e r i m e t e r  and k d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  a n y t h i n g  unusua l  happening 
(pg .  68) . 

c. A c t i v i t i e s  on 18  March 1968. 

The f o l l o w i n g  morning,  on 1 8  March, t h e y  c o n t i n u e d  
moving i n  a n o r t h e r l y  d i r e c t i o n  going  th rough  t h e  v i l l a g e  
t h a t  t h e y  had bu rned  on 16 March and c o n t i n u i n g  th rough  i t  
runn ing  i n t o  more v i l l a g e s  (pgs .  68 ,69 )  . H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  
t h e  v i l l a g e s  w e r e  b e t t e r  up n o r t h  and t h e y  r a n  i n t o  a 
l a r g e  number o f  p e o p l e ,  mos t ly  women, c h i l d r e n ,  and o l d  men 
(pg .  6 9 ) .  They g a t h e r e d  a l l  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  from t h e  v i l l a g e s  
and p u t  them on t h e  beach  (pg.  6 9 ) .  The w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  
r e c a l l  a n y t h i n g  unusua l  happening  t h a t  d a y , n o r  d i d  he  r e c a l l  
any h e l i c o p t e r s  coming i n  (pg.  6 9 ) .  H e  d i d  s t a t e  t h a t  
t h e  squads  and p l a t o o n s  were s e n t  o u t  on p r o b e s  i n t o  t h e  
v i l l a g e s  t o  t h e  n o r t h  and  s o  h e  was s e p a r a t e d  from t h e  
company f o r  most  d t h e  day (pg .  69) . Somewhere between 
1530 and 1660 h o u r s ,  h e  r e j o i n e d  t h e  company and s e t  up 
a n o t h e r  n i g h t  p e r i m e t e r  (pg .  7 0 ) .  The p e o p l e  t h a t  had been  
rounded up w e r e  s t i l l  p r e s e n t  and he  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  anyone 
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r e c e i v i n g  any m e d i c a l  t r e a t m e n t  (pg .  7 0 ) .  H e  s t a t e d  a 
h e l i c o p t e r  c o u l d  have  come i n , b u t  h e  was s e p a r a t e d  from 
t h e  beach  a r e a  f o r  most  o f  t h e  day (pg.  7 1 ) .  They dug i n t o  
t h e  a r e a  and  h e  b e l i e v e d  he  s t a r t e d  p u l l i n g  g u a r d  somewhere 
a round  1900 h o u r s  (pg .  7 4 ) .  A t - app rox ima te ly  0215 t h e y  
w e r e  h i t  w i t h  m o r t a r  f i r e  which k i l l e d  MILUS and wounded b o t h  
S e r g e a n t  RUSHIN and MILLSAPS from h i s  squad  (pg .  75) . Sometime 
d u r i n g  t h e  e v e n i n g  h e  h e a r d  s c r eaming  on t h e  beach  and 
h e  a l s o  h e a r d  some f i r i n g  (pg.  7 5 ) .  The wounded men w e r e  
medevac 'd  by h e l i c o p t e r s  which had g u n s h i p  e s c o r t s .  

d .  A c t i v i t i e s  on 19 March. 

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  day f o l l o w i n g  t h e  
m o r t a r  a t t a c k  t h e y  w e r e  l i f t e d  back t o  LZ U p t i g h t  
(pg .  7 9 ) .  T h e i r  o p e r a t i o n s  o v e r  t h e  n e x t  few months 
were s t a n d a r d  and fo l l owed  t h e  normal  p r o c e d u r e  (pg.  79) . 
4 .  INQUIRIES CONCERNING THE ASSAULT. 

The w i t n e s s  had  no knowledge o f  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  o r  
i n q u i r i e s  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  t h a t  t h e y  had been  on 
(pg .  7 9 ) .  H e  was n o t  a sked  any q u e s t i o n s  n o r  was anyone 
t h a t  h e  knew (pg .  7 9 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  anyone t e l l i n g  
them n o t  t o  s a y  a n y t h i n g  abou t  i t  o r  t o  keep  i t  q u i e t  
( p g s .  80,  8 2 ) .  

5 .  OTHER INFORMATION. 

a .  P r i o r  t o  h i s  appea rance  b e f o r e  t h e  b o a r d  t h e  
w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  h e  and S e r g e a n t  RUSHIN had e n c o u n t e r e d  
each  o t h e r  i n  t h e  a i r p o r t  on t h e i r  way t o  Washington,  had 
f lown up t o g e t h e r , a n d  had  s h a r e d  a room t h e  p r e v i o u s  even ing  
(pg .  1 8 ) .  They d i s c u s s e d  some o f  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  t r y i n g  t o  p i n -  
p o i n t  some f a c t s  b u t  t h e y  d i d  n o t  go  i n t o  any d e t a i l  ( pg .  1 8 )  . 

b .  The w i t n e s s  d e s c r i b e d  C a p t a i n  MICHLES a s  b e i n g  
"a  man o f  a m i l i t a r y  mind",  who went  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  book ' 

(pg .  3 5 ) .  H e  f e l t  t h a t  MICHLES was a lways  p l e a s a n t ,  was 
a g o - g e t t e r ,  and was " a  d e c e n t  man" (pg .  3 5 ) .  He p o i n t e d  
o u t  t n a t  MICHLES would n o t  go a l o n g  w i t h  m o l e s t i n g  women 
(pg .  3 5 ) .  H e  a l s o  s t a t e d  t h a t  MICHLES was m i n d f u l  o f  
t n e  Vietnamese and would s e n d  them i n  i f  t h e y  were  wounded 
(pg .  7 7 ) .  H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  MICHLES would make s u r e  t h a t  any 
suspec . t s  were t r e a t e d  c o r r e c t l y  ( p g s .  77,  78)  . 

c .  The w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  know o f  any abuse  o f  m a r i j u a n a  
i n  t h e  company b u t  s t a t e d  t h a t  TAYLOR d i d  have  a p a c k e t  
o f  someth ing  which TAYLOR d e s c r i b e d  a s  m a r i j u a n a  (pg .  8 2 ) .  
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HOOTON, a c c o r di n g  t o  t h e  w i t n e s s ,  k e p t  t e l l i n g  TAYLOR t h a t  
it was n o t h i n g  b u t  o l d  tobacco  (pg. 8 2 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  see 
any problem i n  t h e  company o f  peop le  u s i n g  mar i juana  ( p g . 8 2 ) .  

d .  The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  h e  d i d  n o t  have a camera 
w i t h  him on t h e  o p e r a t i o n  and h e  cou ld  n o t  r e c a l l  t h e  names-

o f  anyone e lse  i n  t h e  u n i t  who may have had one (pgs .  8 2 ,  
8 3 )  . 

e. The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  C/1/20 c o u l d  have been 
i n  t h e  a r e a  on 1 6  March, because  t h e  w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  
t h e r e  was a n o t h e r  u n i t  i n  t h e  area doing  t h e  same t h i n g  
" t h a t  w e  were doing" .  H e  h e a r d  n o t h i n g  f u r t h e r  abou t  t h e  
a c t i v i t i e s  o f  C Company (pgs .  83 ,  8 4 )  . 
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SUMMARY OF RECALL TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: HALL, Homer C .  

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 2  March 1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: F i r s t  Squad, F i r s t  
P l a t o o n ,  B/4/3. 

1. MARKING OF LOCATIONS ON EXHIBIT P-234. 

The w i t n e s s  was r e c a l l e d  and t o l d  what had  been 
l e a r n e d  abou t  a c t i v i t i e s  on 16  th rough  19 March 
(pgs .  86-89) .  A s  a r e s u l t  o f  h i s  t e s t imony  markings 

w e r e  made on E x h i b i t  P-234 i n d i c a t i n g :  t h e  a r e a  cove red  
~y  t h e  f i r s t  squad a l o n g  t h e  t r a i l  a t  app rox ima te ly  0930 
h o u r s ;  t h e  l o c a t i o n  o f  MILUS' M-60 f i r i n g  which cove red  
t h e  v i l l a g e  a t  0930 h o u r s ;  t h e  l o c a t i o n  o f  10 t o  15  hoo tches  
i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ;  where t h e  p l a t o o n  rounded up 20 t o  25 women 
and  c h i l d r e n  a t  abou t  1500 h o u r s ;  t h e  l o c a t i o n  o f  a w e l l -
b u i l t  bunke r  t h a t  TAYLOR h e l p e d  an o l d  man o u t  o f ;  t h e  
l o c a t i o n  o f  t h e  a r e a  t h a t  t h e  p o i n t  team was withdrawn from 
p r i o r  t o  t n e  M-60 f i r e ;  and d e l i n e a t i o n  o f  t h e  d l l a q e  by 
a d o t t e d  l i n e  (pg.  1 2 1 ) .  

2 .  ADDITIONAL INFORMATION ON THE ACTIVITIES OF 16 MARCH. 

Members o f  h i s  squad .  

The w i t n e s s  a g r e e d  t h a t  LIAS, HALL, GARCIA,  
MICHENER, MILUS, STRACHAN, and JONES were i n  h i s  squad  
t h a t  day (pg .  104)  . T h i s  i n c l u d e d  MILUS and STRACHAN 
because  t h e y  were machinegun p e r s o n n e l  a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  
s q u a a  (pg .  1 0 4 ) .  H e  p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  normal ly  t h e y  would 
keep  10 meters between each  man, s o  t h a t  it would mean t h a t  
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from t h e  machinegun l o c a t i o n  t o  t h e  r e a r  o f  t h e  squad  
w a s  a d i s t a n c e  o f  70 t o  80 meters, i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  a 
number o f  t h e  squad  would n o t  have y e t  come around t h e  
bend when t h e  machinegun was f i r e d  (pgs .  104 ,  105)  . 

D e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t r a i l s  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

The w i t n e s s  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e  t r a i l  t h a t  went 
s o u t h  from t h e  f o r k  a f t e r  t h e  b r i d g e ,  r a n  30 y a r d s  from 
t h e  water ( p g s .  92 ,  93)  . H e  a l s o  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  t r a i l  
which r a n  t o  t h e  n o r t h  from t h e  f o r k  r a n  q u i t e  a d i s t a n c e ,  
close t o  t h e  water and was p o s s i b l y  o v e r r u n  by t h e  r i v e r  
a t  t h a t  t i m e  (pg .  9 4 ) .  H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  b r i d g e  was 
app rox ima te ly  100 t o  150 meters from t h e  v i l l a g e .  The 
h o o t c h e s  were l o c a t e d  t o  t h e  l e f t  and r i g h t  and  he  
i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e  t r a i l  r a n  th rough  t h e  n idd le  o f  t h e  
v i l l a g e  (pg .  9 5 ) .  

c. he l o c a t i o n  and  f i r i n g  o f  t h e  machinegun. 

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  a f t e r  coming o f f  
t h e  b r i d g e  and making a r igh t -hand  t u r n  towards  t h e  
v i l l a g e ,  t h e  machinegun was deployed  and began f i r i n g  
upon t h e  e n t i r e  v i l l a g e  (pg. 102) . H e  l o c a t e d  t h e  
machinegun on E x h i b i t  P-234. The p l a t o o n  was l o c a t e d  
i n  back o f  t h e  machinegun (pg .  1 0 3 ) .  H e  was t h e  second  
o r  t h i r d  man i n  h i s  s q u a d ,  and had a l r e a d y  made t h e  t u r n  
i n  t h e  bend o f  t h e  t r a i l  (pg .  103)  . The M-60 be longed  
t o  MILUS (pg.  1 0 6 ) .  H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  p o i n t  men c o n s i s t i n g  
o f  TAYLOR and TITTLE had a l r e a d y  gone i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  
and  checked o u t  one a two o f  t h e  hoo tches  and were t h e n  
c a l l e d  back b e f o r e  t h e  machineguns s t a r t e d  t o  f i r e  (pgs .  106 ,  
1 0 7 ) .  H e  s t a t e d  it cou ld  have been t h e  l i e u t e n a n t  t h a t  
c a l l e d  them back because  h e  f e l t  t h a t  t h e  l i e u t e n a n t  was 
t r y i n g  t o  keep  t h e  a a t o o n  t o g e t h e r  i n  a c o o r d i n a t e d  movement 
and  t h e  p o i n t  team had  g o t t e n  t o o  f a r  ahead o f  t h e  p l a t o o n  
(pg .  107)  . The M-60 f i r e  cove red  t h e  e n t i r e  a r e a  t h e y  
were t o  e n t e r ,  f i r i n g  th rough  a A-tedium growth o f  v e q e t a t i o n  , 
(py .  1 0 7 ) .  The banana trees b locked  t h e  w i t n e s s '  o b s e r v a t i o n  
o f  t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg.  1 0 8 ) .  He c o u l d  see f i v e  o r  s i x  o f  t h e  
h o o t c h e s  b u t  t h e  machinegunner ,  b e i n g  ahead o f  him, would 
have been  a b l e  t o  see more (pg .  1 0 8 ) .  
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d .  P e o ~ l e  i n  t h e  v i l l a s e .  

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  even b e f o r e  t h e y  c r o s s e d  
t h e  b r i d g e  t h e y  c o u l d  s e e  movements i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  a l t h o u g h  
t h e y  c o u l d  n o t  t e l l  whether  t h e  peop le  were male o r  female 
(pg.  1 1 0 ) .  A f t e r  t h e  machinegun f i r e d  from 1 0  t o  20 m i n u t e s ,  
a l o n g  w i t h  some s m a l l  arms f i r e ,  t h e y  e n t e r e d  t h e  v i l l a g e  and 
h e  s t a t e d  t h a t  h e  saw two b o d i e s  and p o s s i b l y  a t h i r d  
t r a p p e d  i n  a bunker  (pgs .  110 ,  111). H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  p o s s i b l y  
t h e y  passed  t h e i r  g renades  forward  t o  t h e  squad which was 
f u r t h e r  i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  t o  a s s i s t  them i n  d e s t r o y i n g  bunkers  
(pg .  111). During t h e  f i r i n g  t h e  w i t n e s s  s a i d  he saw 
" a  l o t  o f  p e o p l e "  moving th roughou t  t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg.  1 1 3 ) .  
H e  a l s o  d e s c r i b e d  t h e  f o u r  women s t a n d i n g  on a r i d g e ,  b u t  
s t a t e d  h e  d i d  n o t  see them a g a i n l a n d  p o s s i b l y  t h e y  w e r e  
rounded up w i t h  t h e  rest o f  t h e  peop le  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  
(pgs .  113 ,  1 1 4 )  . When t h e y  e n t e r e d  t h e  v i l l a g e  he  s a i d  
t h a t  some p e o p l e  were s e a t e d  i n  t h e i r  hoo tches  w h i l e  o t h e r s  
were moving down t h e  beach from t h e  s o u t h  ( p g s .  1 1 4 ,  1 1 5 ) .  
H e  saw TAYLOR h e l p  an o l d  man from a bunker  (pg. 115) . 
H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  15  t o  2 2  peop le  who were rounded up 
were found e i t h e r  i n  hoo tches  o r  i n  bunke r s  (pg. 115)  . 

e. U s e  o f  a  woman a s  a g u i d e  f o r  t h e  p o i n t  team. 

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  he d i d  n o t  h e a r  o f  any 
r a p e s  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  b u t  he  d i d  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  h e  saw t h e  
woman named Bay, who had r e p o r t e d  s h e  had been r aped  twice 
(pgs .  118 ,  1 1 9 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  h e r  wear ing  a p i t h  
he lme t  b u t  d i d  r e c a l l  t h a t  s h e  had " l i t t l e  o l d  f l i p  f l o p s "  
on h e r  f e e t  (pg .  1 1 9 ) .  These shoes  s t o o d  o u t  because  
p r i m a r i l y  t h e  Vietnamese went b a r e f o o t e d  (pg .  120)  . his 
was t h e  woman t h a t  l e d  t h e  p o i n t  (pg. 1 1 9 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  
r e c a l l  s e e i n g  h e r  a t  a l a t e r  t ime w i t h  t h e  ARVN s o l d i e r s  
(pg .  119)  . 
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(The hear ing  reconvened a t  1 0 4 9  hours ,  
2 6  January 1970. ) -
COL WILSON: The hea r ing  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r -  

RCDR : T.he fol lowing named persons a r e  p r e s e n t :  CGL WILSOK,  
MR WALSH, and LTC NOLL. 

The n e x t  wi tness  w i l l  be M r .  Homer C ,  'I-IALL. 

(MR HIAIL was c a l l e d  a s  a w i t n e s s ,  was sworn, and 
he t e s t i f i e d  a s  fol lows :) 

P l e a s e  s t a t e  your f u l l  name, sccupat ion ,  and r e s i -  
dence, 

WIT : My name i s  Homer C. HALL, I l i v e  a t  6678 South 
Express Way, Jonesboro, Georgia. I a m  a t r u c k  d r i v e r  w i t h  
Harper Motor Lines.  

CGL 77ILSCN: M r .  Slr'GL, t h e  Feers 1nqi;ii-y idas S i r e c t e d  f s i n t l Y  
by t h e  Sec re ta ry  of t h e  Army and t h e  Chief of S t a f f  of t h e  
Axmy f o r  t h e  pulrposes of determining c e r t a i n  f a c t s  and making 
f i n d i n g s  and recommendation concerning t h e  i n c i d e n t  which i s  
r e f e r r e d  t o  as  t h e  My Lai  ( 4 )  i n c i d e n t  of March 1968, 

In conducting h i s  i n v e s t i q a t i o n  General PEERS de-
termined it was necessary t o  have a complete i n s i g h t  i n t o  the 
o p e r a t i o n s ,  both  ground and a i r ,  of B /4 /3  during t h e  pe r iod  
16, 17,  1 8 ,  and 1 9  March 1968. Therefore,  he appointed 
In te rv iew Team C ,  which we a r e ,  t o  develop an i n s i g h t  i n t o  
the opera t ions  conducted by B Company during t h i s  t ime frame. 

Your testimony w i l l  be  taken under oath.  A ver-
ba t im t r a n s c r i p t  w i l l  be  prepared. A t a p e  recording  i s  be ing  
made i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  verbat im no tes  be ing  taken by t h e  re-
p o r t e r .  

The genera l  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of our  r e p o r t  w i l l  be  
c o n f i d e n t i a l ,  b u t  i t ' s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  your testimony o r  p a r t s  
of i t  may l a t e r  become a mat t e r  of p u b l i c  knowledge. 

During t h e  in te rv iew t h e  board w i l l  fol low a 
chronologica l  sequence of ques t ions .  The f i r s t  ques t ions  w i l l  
concern t r a i n i n g  t h a t  you rece ived  p r i o r  t o  and on a r r i v a l  
i n  t h e  Republic of Vietnam. The second s e r i e s  of ques t ions  
w i l l  be concerned with t h e  b r i e f i n g  given p r i o r  t o  t h e  com-
b a t  a s s a u l t  ope ra t ion  on t h e  1 6 t h  through t h e  1 9 t h  of March, 
1 9 68. The t h i r d  s e r i e s  of ques t ions  w i l l  be concerned wi th  
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the combat a s s a u l t  and what happened on 16, 17 ,  18 ,  a n d ' l 9  
, March. The f i n a l  ques t ion  w i l l  be  concerned wi th  any know- 


ledge you may have on i n q u i r i e s  o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  which may 

have been conducted i n  Vietnam a f t e r  t h i s  opera t ion ,  


Do you have any ques t ions?  

Let me go a l i t t l e  f u r t h e r .  General PEERS and 

o t h e r  members of h i s  board may come i n  h e r e  a t  any time t o  

ask you ques t ions ,  


There a r e  t h r e e  members on this i n t e ry iew team h e r e ,  

Mr. hTALSH i s  a c i v i l i a n  a t t o r n e y  who has been des ignated  t o  

a s s i s t  General PEERS i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  by t h e  Secretary- 

of the AmyD Lieutenant  Colonel NOLL and I a r e  appointed mem-

be r s .  W e  t h r e e  have a u t h o r i t y  t o  ask ques t ions .  


Do you have any qnes t ions?  

A. N o ,  sir,  I don ' t  have any ques t ions ,  r4 
C'd 

Q- We c a r r y  you as be ing  from Calhoun, Georgia. 

Ae T h a t ' s  r i g h t ,  That was t h e  address  when I w a s  

i n  t h e  Axmy, and I l i v e d  t h e r e  about 8 months a f t e r  I came 

o u t ,  I moved t2 At lan ta  on t h e  2nd of June of 1969 due t o  

wol-Icirlg cz_lndlticns, I had a trailer,  so  I czme dowr, and 

g o t  a job and moved m y  trailer,  


Q- What was your duty  ass ignnent  on 15,  16,  17 ,  18 ,  

and 1 9  March 19682 


A, Let  m e  start off i n  ?.hi? way, I w a s  s z l l e d  &out  

t h i s ,  and I was told i n  t h e  telegrarr,. t o  con tac t  h e r e  i n  Wash- 

ing ton  a  S p e c i a l i s t  FIACHUSICK, When I d id ,  he s a i d  it w a s  

about the Peers Inqui ry  about t h e  My Lai massacre, and he said 

you have been hear ing  about t h a t  from time t o  t i m e .  I said 

I caught  it on tkie news, and I s a i d  I never heard of t h e  p lace .  

That was on the first phone c a l l  around 9 : 3 0  when I was a t  

Harper Motcr Lines,  That  was a l l  t h a t  I t o l d  him, and he 

s a i d ,  "Can you c a l l  me back around noontime?" I s a i d  yes,  

I w i l l ,  I d i d ,  and we had t a l k e d  i n  t h e  conversa t ion  about  

a  Lieutenant  CALLEY. I s a i d  I d i d n ' t  remember t h e  name as 

f a r  a s  even phys ica l ly  meeting him o r  see ing  him. I r e a l l y  

d o n ' t  r e c a l l  him, A l o t  of t h i n g s  I had f o r g o t t e n  only be- 

cause,  you know, you go through th ings  t h a t  you would l i k e  

t o  fo rge t .  I g o t  t o  doing some th inking  a f t e r  t h e  f i r s t  


( H m )  2 APP T-240 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFB'ICLAL USE O1.JL11 

phone c a l l .  When I c a l l e d  him Sack t h e  second t i m e - - I  do 
r e c o l l e c t  a L ieu tenan t  CALLEY , b u t  a g a i n ,  I .don 't remember 
i f  I e v e r  m e t  him o r  n o t .  

QI M r .  IIALL, w e  a r e  n o t  concerned w i t h  L ieu tenan t  
CALLEY i n  t h i s  p a r t  of t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

A.  W e l l ,  what I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  do i s  b r i n g  around my 
a rememberance of be ing  i n  t h i s  s p e c i f i c  p l a c e .  I s a i d  t h e  

on ly  t h i n g  that--MliCHUSICK s a i d  we have t h e  f a c t s  h e r e  
concern ing  t h i s  and t h i s  My L a i ,  and I t o l d  him aga in  I do 
remember a P i n k v i l l e  a r e a .  H e  s a i d  t h a t  i s  t h e  p l a c e  he 
was t a l k i n g  about ,  and then  I s t a r t e d  -Lo remember. 

What I ' m  t r y i n g . t o  do is b r i n g  it around about  
t h e  o p e r a t i o n s ,  s ee .  A l o t  of  t h i n g s  you f o r g e t  and then  
remember aga in .  So t h e  on ly  t h i n g  t h a t  I know of t h a t  we 
d i d ,  I t h i n k ,  w a s  going t o  CA--

Q e  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Wait a minute.  L e t  m e  g e t  you 
back i n t o  t h e  sequence of q u e s t i o n s  so 1 can hold you t o  that 
i f  p o s s i b l e .  

The main t h i n g  I ' m  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  now is  what was 
your duty  ass ignment  a t  t h a t  t ime? 

A. W e l l ,  I b e l i e v e  it w a s  a s e a r c h  and d e s t r o y  miss ion .  

Q - What were you? Were you i n  squad,  p l a t o o n ,  head-
q u a r t e r s ,  o r  what? 

A. Yes, I was i n  t h e  f i r s t  squad of  t h e  1st P l a t o o n ,  

Q. F i r s t  P la toon?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

(2 Who w a s  your  squad l e a d e r ?  

A. I t  w a s  a Se rgean t  L I A S ,  

Q. Were you wi th  t h e  b r i g a d e  i n  B Company i n  Hawaii? 

A .  Right .  

Q. You went over  w i th  t h e  company ? 

A. R i g h t , .  s i r .  
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Q How long  had you been w i t h  t h e  company when you 
were i n  Hawaii? 

A.  S i x  months e x a c t l y .  

Q. S i x  months? 

A .  Right .  

Q And t h e n  you d e p a r t e d  i n  December f o r  Vietnam? 

A .  Right .  

Q Were you i n  t h e  same ass ignment  t h a t  6 months, 
same squad? 

A, No, because I went through--we had o u r  A I T  t r a i n -
i n g  t h e r e .  I w a s  j u s t  o u t  of b a s i c  t r a i n i n g  i n  Benning, and 
t h e r e  were a bunch of men who he lped  form t h e  b r i g a d e .  I d o n ' t  
remember e x a c t l y ;  it could  have been t h e  2d o r  3d P l a toon .  
Our s e r g e a n t  was a Se rgean t  MANENDEZ ( p h o n e t i c a l l y )  w h i l e  
t h e r e .  I t h i n k  w e  went through t h i s  b a s i c  t r a i n i n g  f o r  about  
7 weeks, and then  I was p l aced  i n  t h e  1st  P la toon .  I had a 
L ieu tenan t  COCHRAN and a Se rgean t  WILLIAMS a s  p l a t o o n  l e a d e r s  
when I w a s  t h e r e  i n  Hawaii,  and he was--Sergeant WILLIAMS was 
t h e  one who--well, t hey  p l aced  him i n  t h e  3d P la toon .  Tha t  
is  about  a l l  I r e c o l l e c t  t h e r e ,  b u t  I was p l a c e d  i n  t h e  1st 
Platoon.  I d o n ' t  remember t h e  l i e u t e n a n t ' s  name who was ou r  
p l a t o o n  l e a d e r .  

/
Q You took your  A I T  i n  Hawaii? 

A .  Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q You d i d n ' t  t a k e  it w i t h  t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade? 

A .  Yes, I was i n  t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade.  

Q They d i d  g i v e  you Advanced I n d i v i d u a l  T ra in ing?  

A. Y e s .  Th is  i s  t h e  t ime they  brought  some of  the  
D I ' s  over  t o  g i v e  us what you might say  t h e  touch-ups on 
t h i s  k ind  of a s p e c i a l  t h i n g .  

Q Were you g iven  any s p e c i f i c  t r a i n i n g  on t h e  methods 
of hand l ing  p r i s o n e r s  of war and VC s u s p e c t s  and noncombatants? 
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A. Y e s .  Tha t ,  o f  cou r se ,  w a s  i n  t h i s  advanced t r a i n -  
i n g  i n  Hawaii. W e  had t h e  t r a i n i n g ,  w e l l ,  l i k e  toward t h e  
l a t t e r  p a r t  of t h e  t r a i n i n g .  Th i s  i s  when t h e  o t h e r  D I 1 s  
were brought  i n  from t h e  S t a t e s  t o  g i v e  us t h e  tquch-ups. W e  
had escape  and evas ion  and t h i n g s  of  t h a t  n a t u r e :  t r a i n i n g  
t h a t  we had by hand l ing  t h e  PW1s and s o  on. 

Q- Did t h e s e  d r i l l  i n s t r u c t o r s  t r a i n  you on any par-  
t i c u l a r  s u b j e c t ,  o r  were t hey  t r a i n i n g  you on t a c t i c a l  sub- 
j e c t s  o r  what? 

A. Y e s ,  how t o  maneuver w i t h  a squad,  l e a r n  your e l e -  
ments,  you know. For i n s t a n c e ,  i f  you break  it down i n t o  two 
d i f f e r e n t  t ype  groups t h a t  a r e  i n  a squad,  l i k e  a r i f l e  squad 
and s o  on,  and what p o s i t i o n  a squad l e a d e r  may p l ay  i n  a 
squad,  and s o  on-  

Did you a t t e n d  t h e  combat l e a d e r s h i p  course?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember i f  I d i d  o r  n o t .  I had j u s t  been 
a p r i v a t e  t h e r e .  I had assumed it was a l l  t h e  same type  of  
t r a i n i n g .  They would g i v e  you demons t ra t ions ,  and t h a t  i s  
about  what was mandatory as f a r  a s  I was concerned.  

& a  
 What were you t o l d  about  hand l ing  noncombatants? 

A. You are speaking  about  t h e  PW1s? 

Q- These could be  VC s u s p e c t s  o r  a group of  c i v i l i a n s .  
Not PW1s. 

A- W e l l ,  we were t a u g h t  t o  always handle  them wi th  
r e s p e c t  i n  a way. You were  n o t  j u s t  t o  knock them around o r  
anyth ing  l i k e  t h a t .  I f  w e . f e l t  l i k e  t hey  were suspec t ed  of  
something,  w e  would more o r  l e s s  apprehend them i n  a way of  
g e n t l e n e s s  and t a k e  them t o  someone o r  have someone come t o  
us i f  we would be  i n  t h a t  t ype  of o p e r a t i o n .  Then they  
would i n t e r r o g a t e  them t h a t  way.. Tha t  seemed l i k e  t h e  
procedure  t hey  c a r r i e d  ou t .  

Q e  Was t h a t  t h e  procedure  you were i n s t r u c t e d  i n  o r  
t h e  procedure  t h a t  was c a r r i e d  out? '  

A. I t  was i n s t r u c t e d  i n  t h a t  way. 

Q. I want t o  show you E x h i b i t  M-2 e n t i t l e d ,  "Nine Rules , "  
a f a c s i m i l e  of a MACV card .  Have you e v e r  seen  t h a t  ca rd?  
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A. (Loolcing a t  c a r d )  Y e s ,  s i r .  They are f a m i l i a r .  

Q Did you have one of t hose  ca rds?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  I b e l i e v e  I d i d .  

Q Where d i d  you g e t  i t ?  

A .  I c a n ' t  remember i f  it w a s  g iven t o  us t h e r e  i n  
Hawaii o r  w h i l e  w e  w e r e  en  r o u t e  on t h e  s h i p .  

Q.. Were they  passed  o u t ?  

A. W e l l ,  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  i s  how I o b t a i n e d  mine. W e  
a l l  had one t h e r e  i n  t h e  u n i t ,  and,  t h e r e f o r e ,  I assumed 
t h a t  w e  were a l l  g iven  one. 

Q. Do you by chance have t h a t  ca rd  now? 

A. I may have it i n  my own p e r s o n a l  be longings  a t  home, 
b u t  I d o n ' t  have it on  m e .  

Q. If you do have t h a t  ca rd ,  would you m a i l  t h a t  i n t o  
us ? 

A. If I do,  y e s ,  s i r ,  I w i l l .  

Q W e J l l  g i v e  you an enve lops  w i th  ou r  add res s  on i t  
where it i s  t o  come, and j u s t  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e  c a r d  w a s  i n  
your  posses s ion .  I f  w e  d o n ' t ,  w e  won ' t  e x p e c t  t o  h e a r  from 
you, b u t  i n  ca se  you do have it, do send it. 

Th i s  i s  t h e  second e x h i b i t ,  M-3, e n t i t l e d ,  "The 
Enemy I n  Your Eends," ano the r  facsimile. Eave 170u seen  t h a t  
ca rd?  

A.  (Looking a t  c a r d )  Y e s ,  s ir .  I have s e e n  it. 

Q. Did you have one? 

A ., I believe L d i d ,  y e s ,  

Q- Once a g a i n ,  i f  you have t h a t  c a r d  we'd a p p r e c i a t e  
g e t t i n g  it from you. W e  w i l l  m a i l  it back t o  you i f  you 
want it back.  W e  a r e  j u s t  t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  o u t  how many people  
might s t i l l  have t h e s e  ca rds  i n  t h e i r  pos ses s ion .  

A .  Right .  
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a - Do you remember i f  t h i s  card  was i s s u e d  a t  t h e  
same time t h e  o t h e r  one was, ox was it issued?  

A . .  Well, they a r e  p r e t t y  much on t h e  same th ing .  
I b e l i e v e  they were. 

Q. Do you ever  remember a t t end ing  a l e c t u r e  on t h e  
Geneva Convention? 

A. Yes. W e  went through t h a t  t r a i n i n g  t h e r e  before  
we were i n  Hawaii. 

Q. id you g e t  a ca rd  f o r  t h a t ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q - Was t h i s  card given t o  you a t  t h e  c l a s s ,  o r  was it 
given t o  you l a t e r ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  it w a s  given t o  us a t  t h e  c l a s s  whi le  
w e  were i n  Hawaii.. 

Q Was anything ever  covered i n  any of t h e s e  c l a s s e s  
about r e p o r t i n g  t h e  mistreatment of VC suspec t s ,  p r i s o n e r s ,  
or  noncombatants? 

A. Well, i n s t r u c t i o n s  were given t h a t  we-- i t ' s  j u s t  
t h a t  t h e  cards  t h a t  were given ou t  were p r e t t y  much on t h e  
same l e v e l .  That i s  about t h e  b e s t  way I could answer t h a t .  

Q -. You d o n ' t  remember anything s p e c i f i c  being taken 
up i n  t h e  c l a s s ?  

A. No, o t h e r  than what those cards s a i d .  They a r e  
p r e t t y  much i n  t h e  same category.  

Q- L e t ' s  g e t  t o  t h e  b r i e f i n g .  Have you go t t en  t h i s  
per iod  f i x e d  i n  your mind, t h e  3 o r  4- day opera t ion  
i n  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  a rea?  

A. I b e l i e v e  I remember a 17 March. 

Q D o  you remember a Lieutenant  COCHRAN? 

A. Do I renember him? Yes. 

Q .  Do you remember when he was k i l l e d ?  

A. Yes, I do. 
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A.  Right. They would always have--we would know by 
t h e  n igh t  before  i f  we were going on an opera t ion  and t h e  
squad l e a d e r s  and sometimes t h e  team leaders  would be c a l l e d  
i n t o  t h e  CP--and Lieutenant  WILLINGHAM, I b e l i e v e  we had him 
a t  t h a t  time--and we were b r i e f e d  t h a t  n i g h t ,  what we were 
going t o  do on t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  opera t ion ,  where we were going. 

Q Did Lieutenant  WILLINGHAM b r i e f  you a l s o ?  

A. Yes, I b e l i e v e  he d i d  t h e  next  day. I'm s o r r y  
t h a t  I cannot be s o  thorough about t h i s .  That was usua l ly  
t h e  way they  could c a r r y  o u t  a n i g h t  p r i o r  t o  t h e  opera t ions .  
You know, the  nex t  day they would c a l l  i n  t h e  squad l eader s  
and t e l l  us what we were going t o  be doing t h e  next  day. We 
were b r i e f e d  every t ime we went ou t .  We d i d n ' t  know what we 
were going t o  do and where we were going. 

Q I'm t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  ou t  what t h e  major p a r t  of 
t h e  b r i e f i n g :  where i t  was covered. How about your squad 
l e a d e r ,  d i d  he give you a b r i e f i n g ?  

A. Right ,  t h i s  was Sergeant  LIAS. l l e n  he would g e t  
t h e  informat ion  from t h e  p la toon l e a d e r ,  t h e  l i e u t e n a n t ,  he 
would come back t o  our  bunkers and l e t  us know what was t o  
t ake  p lace .  

Q- From the  way you descr ibed  it, you were b r i e f e d  by 
t h r e e  d i f f e r e n t  people? 

A .  Yes, I guess t h a t  i s  about r i g h t .  

Q g  Do you know which b r i e f e d  you f i r s t ,  second, and 
t h i r d ?  

A .  I t  was Sergeant  LIAS. I t  began with our  squad 
l e a d e r .  

Q. He was t h e  f i r s t  one? 

A. Right.  

Q .  ' And t h e  p la toon l eader?  . 

A. Yes, we would g e t  t h e  p la toon toge the r  the  next  
day t o  move o f f  of t h e  h i l l ,  maybe, i n t o  t h e  LZ. He would 
t a l k  wi th  us and l e t  us know what would be going on. 

Q - Where d i d  t h e  company commander f i t  i n  t h e r e ?  
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A. We g o t  a l l  of the  platoons down t o g e t h e r  a t  t h e  
LZ,  and then  he would, of course ,  more o r  l e s s  r e p e a t  t h e  
same thing.  The usual  procedure: when t h e  CO would g e t  t o  
the  l i e u t e n a n t ,  then it would come on r i g h t  down t h e  l i n e .  

Q You heard t h i s  opera t ion  d iscussed  from t h r e e  
d i f f e r e n t  people over a per iod  of 24 hours? 

A. Yes. 

Q - When t h e  cap ta in  b r i e f e d  you, was t h e  whole com-
pany t h e r e ?  A l l  t h r e e  p la toons  a t  t h e  LZ? 

A. Yes. We were a l l  t h e r e  wai t ing  f o r  t h e  choppers. 

Q - Is t h e  company commander's b r i e f i n g  much more 
than "Good luck: Let  's do a good job, " o r  d i d  he go i n t o  
d e t a i l  a t  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  time? 

A .  No, he d i d n ' t  go i n t o  d e t a i l  l i k e  t h a t .  

Q. Where d id  you g e t  t h e  major i ty  of your understand-
i n g  of what t h i s  opera t ion  was going t o  be about? Did you g e t  
it from Sergeant  LIAS o r  Lieutenant  WILLINGHAM o r  Captain 
MICHLES? 

A. I t  was mostly from t h e  squad l eader .  He w a s  
b r i e f e d  thoroughly,  and he would come t o  us a t  n i g h t  and 
g e t  the  squad toge the r  and then  t e l l  us what we were going 
t o  do. 

a- Did he use a map? 

A .  Yes. 

Q You descr ibed  t h e s e  b r i e f i n g s  a s  being i n  two o r  
t h r e e  d i f f e r e n t  l o c a t i o n s .  The one was a t  t h e  squad l e a d e r ' s  
b r i e f i n g .  Where was t h i s ?  Was t h i s  i n  a bunker? 

A. Yes, 

Q - The p la toon l e a d e r ' s  b r i e f i n g ,  t h a t  was down a t  t h e  
pickup zone? 

A .  We would a l s o  g e t  t h e  platoon organized t h e r e .  This  
was no t  always a procedure wi th  any l i e u t e n a n t  because he knew 
he had a l ready t o l d  h i s  squad l eader s  what t o  t e l l  t h e  squad. 
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H e  would say  more about i t  as w e  would g e t  t h e r e  t o g e t h e r  
t o  move down t o  t h e  LZ,  and he  would always k ind  of l e a d  
h i s  p l a t o o n  down t h e r e  t o  w a i t  f o r  t h e  chopper t o  come in--

Q.. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  And t h e  company commander would be 
t h e r e  a t  t h e  L Z  f o r  any th ing  t h a t  you might say?  

A. Y e s .  He was t h e r e .  W e  g o t  t h e r e  b e f o r e  him and 
he would come t h e r e a f t e r .  W e  were a l l  t h e r e .  

Q What i n s t r u c t i o n s  were g iven  r ega rd ing  t h e  des-
t r u c t i o n  of v i l l a g e s ,  t h e  burn ing  of  hootches ,  and s o  f o r t h ?  

A. W e l l ,  we w e r e  t o  l e a v e  no th ing  s t a n d i n g ,  because 
we w e r e  p r e t t y  s u r e  t h a t  t h i s  was a confirmed VC v i l l a g e .  
Then, t h i s  t y p e  of o p e r a t i o n ,  some of  t h e  guys i n  t h e  company 
s a i d  you d o n ' t  l e ave  anyth ing  s t a n d i n g  t h e r e .  So I guess  
t h a t  can b e s t  answer your  q u e s t i o n  t h a t  way. 

Q. W e r , . ~-c u r z i n g  i c s t r u c t i a n a  given? t c 3 - 1 ~  was t~ do 
t h e  burn ing?  Was t h e r e  a c e r t a i n  squad i n  your  p l a toon ,  o r  
w a s  everybody supposed t o  do i t ?  Was t h i s  covered i n  d e t a i l ?  

A. No, no, it w a s  n o t .  

Did you phrase  t h a t  as d i f f e r e n t  jobs each one 
might have had? 

Q Yes. 

A. No, no th ing  l i k e  t h a t ,  o t h e r  t h a n  we were n o t  t o  
l eave  any th ing  s t and ing .  We were s u r e  t h i s  was a VC v i l l a g e ,  
and i f  I can r e s t a t e  a g a i n ,  Captain  MICHLES always t o l d  us 
t o  g i v e  warning s h o t s .  They a r e  always a s u s p e c t  i f  they  
s t a r t  running  a c r o s s  a f i e l d ,  and w e  were always reminded t o  
f i r e  a warning s h o t .  I f  t hey  d i d n ' t  s t o p ,  o f  cou r se ,  t hey  
would be  s h o t  down. 

Q .  On t h e  q u e s t i o n s  of  bu rn ing  t h e  hootches  and s t u f f  
l i k e  t h i s ,  it was i n s t r u c t e d  t h a t  t h e s e  v i l l a g e s  were t o  be 
des t royed ,  l e v e l e d ,  l eave  no th ing  s t a n d i n g .  What about 
foods tocks?  

A .  You mean t h e i r  food? 
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Q. Y e s .  

A. W e l l ,  we always ga the red  it up and p u t  it on a 
p i l e ,  and t h e n  they would come i n  and g e t  it and t a k e  it 
o u t .  Never a l o t  of  food d i d  w e  d e s t r o y  a t  a l l .  The food 
w a s  g o t t e n  t o g e t h e r  and t h e n  s e n t  i n  on a chopper, 

Q ' What about  l i v e s t o c k ?  

A. No, w e  d idn  't--

Q ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  No i n s t r u c t i o n s  on t h i s ?  I ' m  
t a l k i n g  about what you were b r i e f e d  on,  n o t  what occur red .  
Were you b r i e f e d  on t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  of l i v e s t o c k  o r  t h e  
d e s t r u c t i o n  of foodstock? 

A .  It was n o t  mentioned. 

Q You j u s t  used normal procedure?  

A .. Right .  

Q Am I t o  unders tand  t h a t  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  f o r  lev-
e l i n g  t h e  v i l l a g e s  was o t h e r  t h a n  normal p rocedure  f o r  B 
Company? 

A. Yes. 

Q Did you e v e r  have t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  b e f o r e  o r  a£-
ter t h a t  o p e r a t i o n  aga in?  I mean t h i s  t ype  o f  i n s t r u c t i o n s  
where you would l e v e l  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. I d o n s t  know e x a c t l y  what you mean. 

Q You s a i d  t h a t  no v i l l a g e  was t o  be  l e f t  s t a n d i n g
i n  t h i s  a r e a ,  a s  I r e c a l l ,  and you s a i d  t h i s  was n o t  normal 
procedure  f o r  B Company. I wondered i f  you had e v e r  hea rd  
such i n s t r u c t i o n s  be ing  given f o r  any o t h e r  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A .  No. When I beg in  t o  t h i n k  about  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  
P i n k v i l l e  a r e a  on t h a t  o p e r a t i o n ,  a c t u a l l y ,  we had never  
been on a  miss ion  l i k e  t h a t  b e f o r e .  A l l  I know i s ,  w i t h  u s ,  
w e  had hea rd  t h i s  was a s e a r c h  and d e s t r o y  miss ion .  I t  was 
d i f f e r e n t ,  you know. And, of course ,  you know, you never  
r e a l i z e  what i s  going t o  haapen. Now, t h i s  i s  my own thoughts  
he re .  When you h e a r  something l i k e  t h i s  g iven ,  t h a t  t h i s  was 
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t h e  t ype  of s e a r c h  and d e s t r o y  miss ion ,  I thought  w i t h i n  
myse l f ,  any th ing  can happen. We a r e  go ing  t o  s e e  a l l  k inds  
of VC i n  t h e r e ,  and t h e  f i r s t  s h o t  w e  w e r e  j u s t  going t o  go 
i n  t h e r e  and j u s t  use o u r  own judgment. We were i n s t r u c t e d  
by Capta in  MICHLES n o t  t o ,  what you might s ay ,  s h o o t  down 
anybody. I never  d i d  go a long  wi th  t h a t  myself .  I never  
could do t h a t .  

Q You s a i d  t h a t  you never  r ece ived  t h i s  type  of 
miss ion b e f o r e .  I want t o  c l a r i f y  t h i s .  Are you t a l k i n g  
about  t h e  a r e a  you went i n t o ,  o r  are you t a l k i n g  about  t h e  
miss ion  i t s e l f  t h a t  you went on,  t h a t  you had never  done 
b e f o r e ?  A r e  you t a l k i n g  about  you had n o t  o p e r a t e d  i n  t h e  
P i n k v i l l e  a r e a ?  

A. No, w e  had. 

Q You are t a l k i n g  about t h e  miss ion  ass ignment ,  
t h a t  you had never  had a miss ion  ass ignment  l i k e  t h i s  b e f o r e ,  
i s  t h a t  what it i s ?  "Mission" i s  t h e  word you used. Then 
when you used t h e  word mis s ion ,  were you t a l k i n g  about  s e a r c h  
and d e s t r o y ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q - Did you e v e r  g e t  a s e a r c h  and d e s t r o y  miss ion 
a f t e r  March of  1968? 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any, no. 

Q. Were t h e r e  any s p e c i a l  i n s t r u c t i o n s  o t h e r  t han  
normal o p e r a t i o n a l  procedure  which were given concerning 
t h e  d i s p o s i t i o n  of t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  of t h e s e  a r e a  dur ing  t h i s  
o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. Well,  any s u s p e c t s ,  and I use  t h e  word " s u s p e c t , "  
we always was t o  apprehend them, and then  we would w a i t  f o r  
i n s t r u c t i o n s  from t h e  CO, whether he  wanted t o  g e t  him i n -
t e r r o g a t e d  o r  something l i k e  t h a t .  

Q. Th is  i s  normal procedure  now, o r  i s  t h i s  s p e c i a l  
procedures  f o r  t h i s  ope ra t ion?  

A. Thi s  w a s  j u s t  normal. 

Q. Was t h e r e  anyth ing  o t h e r  t h a n  normal p rocedures?  
Any i n s t r u c t i o n s  concerning t h e  n a t i v e s  of t h i s  a r e a  o t h e r  
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than your normal procedure of ga ther ing  them t o g e t h e r  f o r  
i n t e r r o g a t i o n ,  p icking  ou t  suspec t s ,  and so  f o r t h ?  

A. No, because the  only t h i n g  I had a l r eady  f i x e d  i n  
my mind t h i s  was VC. Like I s a i d ,  I expected t o  be h i t  with 
everyth ing  they had because I be l i eve  we had received some 
f i r e  as  w e . were CA'ing i n ,  and when we h i t  t h e  ground we 
d i d n ' t  know what was going t o  t a k e  p lace .  Even our p o i n t  
man had a grenade threw a t  him by one, and when he h o l l e r e d  
t h a t  it was a grenade, we kind of ducked, and we d i d  r e c e i v e  
some f i r e  from t h i s  l i t t l e  br idge r i g h t  up t h e r e  from t h e  
v i l lage- -

Q - ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )  You a r e  g e t t i n g  ahead of me. Let  
m e  f i n i s h .  W e  a r e  s t i l l  on the  b r i e f i n g .  We a r e  going t o  
g e t  t o  t h a t .  What you j u s t  s t a t e d  was going t o  be a  ques t ion  
regarding  your psychological  a t t i t u d e  before  you went 
i n  the  next  morning and how was t h i s  developed i n  your 
mind, t h a t  you were going i n t o  an a r e a  t h a t  was heavy 
VC c o n t r o l l e d  o r  VC dominated o r  j u s t  VC. What d i d  
you expect t o  h i t  t h e r e ?  You thought you were going t o  h i t  
a very s i z e a b l e  fo rce?  

A ,  Right.  

Q. Why d i d  you th ink  t h a t  t h i s  area--or what pu t  t h i s  
i n  your mind? Was t h i s  from a b r i e f i n g  o r  previous opera t ion  
o r  from something somebody s a i d ?  How d i d  you th ink  t h i s  
w a s  going t o  be a very c r i t i c a l  opera t ion  from t h e  enemy 
standpoint? 

A. Well, from t h e  b r i e f i n g .  

Q. From t h e  b r i e f i n g ?  

A. From the  i n s t r u c t i o n s  i t s e l f ,  t h e  , b r i e f i n g .  From 
what we were t o l d ,  t h i s  was a  suspected VC p lace .  I n  o t h e r  
words, he seemed t o  emphasize-- 

Q .  	 ( In te rpos ing)  Who? 

A .  The CQ. T h i s  was a su re  t h i n g ,  you know. Now, 
whether you have g o t  c i v i l i a n s  o r  suspec t s  o r  what, t h a t  was 
beyond my personal  knowing. I d i d n ' t  know, because you had 

. been t o l d  these  t h i n g s ,  and, of course ,  we had t o  engage i n  
.anything. 	 There seemed t o  be a l i t t l e  more emphasis o r  a  
type of g e t t i n g  it over  t o  us t h a t  t h i s  was a l i t t l e  b i t  
d i f f e r e n t  t h i s  time. This was a su re  th ing .  
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8.. A s  f a r  a s  you were concerned as an i n d i v i d u a l ,  
d i d  you have any d i f f e r en t - -were  you a l i t t l e  more concerned 
about  th is  o p e r a t i o n  than  you would normal ly  have been on 
o t h e r  o p e r a t i o n s  t h a t  you p a r t i c L p a t e d  i n ?  

A. Yes. I guess  more o r  less I was. I would have 
t o  r e f e r  back t o  t h e  emphasis p l aced  on t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  op-
e r a t i o n .  Like I s a i d ,  we had done o p e r a t i o n s  b e f o r e  i n  t h e  
P i n k v i l l e  a r e a ,  and every  t i m e  w e  went i n  w e  would always 
g e t  a bunch of men blew up o r  a l e g  blowed o f f  by t h e s e  
booby t r a p s .  A c t u a l l y ,  t h e  b e s t  way I can d e s c r i b e  t h a t ,  
eve ry  t i m e  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  a r e a  was mentioned I began t o  shake 
i n  my b o o t s  because t h a t  i s  a p l a c e  nobody l i k e d  t o  go, and 
I w i l l  t e l l  anybody t h a t .  

Q You r e a l l y  d i d n ' t  have t o  have much of a b r i e f i n g  
on t h a t  a r e a ,  from your background, from what you knew about  
i t ?  

A" T h a t ' s  r i g h t ,  

Q Do you r e c a l l  t h e  s q u a d ' s  d i s p o s i t i o n  of  your  p l a -
toon? What d i d  Se rgean t  LIAS t e l l  you about  which squad was 
going t o  do what? Was t h e r e  any th ing  s t a t e d  on t h i s  b a s i s ?  

A. W e l l ,  w e  were k i n d  of p a i r e d  o f f .  W e  bad w h a t  
you might say  an a r e a  on t h e  map showing, l i k e  t h e  1st Pla-
toon  w i l l  be i n  t h i s  a r e a ,  and t h e n  maybe t h e  2d P la toon ,  
t h e y  gonna go i n  t h i s  a r e a ,  CP group and a11 t h a t .  I th ink  
u s u a l l y  t h e  h e a d q u a r t e r s  group,  t hey  went most ly  w i t h  t h e  
3d P la toon .  Wel l ,  t h e  b e s t  I can remember, t hey  s p e n t  q u i t e  
a b i t  of t ime w i t h  t h e  3d P la toon  because they  had t h e  LZ 
t o  s e c u r e  a l s o .  A l l  I know i s  t h e i r  p l a t o o n  was s e n t  o f f  i n  
s o  many d i r e c t i o n s .  DoeS t h a t  answer your  q u e s t i o n ?  

Q Yes, y o u r  p l a t o o n  v e n t  o f f  by i t s e l f .  What about  
t h e  squads? Were ally s;x?cial i n s t r u c . t i o n s  g iven  t o  t h e  squads  
i n  t h e  p l a toon?  

A. Our squad was t o l d  t o  take p o i n t .  A c t u a l l y r  w e  
had t h r e e  inen. Of course, t h i s  may be g e t t i n g  i n t o  some-
th. ing a l i t t l e  deeper t h a t  you. d i d n ' t  want t o  h e a r  about .  

Q. No, I ' m  n o t  t r y i n g  t o  g i v e  you t h e  impress ion  
t h a t  I d o n ' t  want t o  h e a r  about  any th ing  you know. I w a s  
j u s t  t r y i n g  t o  keep it i n  sequence,  t h a t  i s  a l l .  
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A. Right .  A l l  I know is  t h a t  I b e l i e v e  it was t h e  
f i r s t  squad t h a t  w a s  chosen t o  t a k e  p o i n t .  A c t u a l l y ,  we had 
t h r e e  r e a l  good men t h a t  vo lun tee red  t o  become what w e  c a l l e d  
t h e  p o i n t  squad. 

A. And t h e n  whosever squad was d e s i g n a t e d ,  you know, 
t o  fo l low up, something l i k e  t h a t .  

Q All r i g h t .  Now what w e  a r e  going t o  do now. M r .  
HALL, is t o  b r i e f  you on what we know from t h e  taslc f o r c e  
s t a n d p o i n t .  

A.  T h a t ' s  what I ' v e  been want ing t o  h e a r  when I g o t  
h e r e .  

Q Okay. 

A. I was n o t  t o l d  t h a t  by t h i s  s p e c i a l i s t  named 
MACHUSICK. T h e r e ' s  a l o t  of  t h i n g s  I d o n ' t  even remember, 

Q. Wel l ,  w e ' r e  going t o  b r i e f  you from t h e  s t a n d p o i n t  
of  t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  and t h e n  show you an a e r i a l  photograph of 
t h e  a r e a  t h a t  you o p e r a t e d  i n  and t e l l  you what we know up t o  
a c e r t a i n  p o i n t ,  n o t  s o  much from t h e  B Company s t a n d p o i n t ,  
b u t  from t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  s t a n d p o i n t :  when t h i n g s  happened and 
s o  f o r t h ,  and t h i s  p r i m a r i l y  i s  concerned w i t h  t h e  f i r s t  
day. Then M r .  WALSH, who has  been over  t h e r e  r e c e n t l y ,  w i l l  
t a k e  a photograph and b r i e f  you on t h a t ,  b r i n g  your  mind 
back t o  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  a r e a ,  and you can ask  any q u e s t i o n s  
i n  t h e  meantime. Then w e ' l l  g e t  i n t o  some d e t a i l e d  q u e s t i o n s  
on what you r e c a l l  du r ing  t h o s e  o p e r a t i o n s .  Okay? 

A.  Right .  I wonder i f  I can ask a q u e s t i o n ?  

Q Y e s ,  go ahead? 

A. I was wondering i f  I was going t o  be  i n t e rv i ewed  
aga in  w i t h  some o the r - - I  j u s t  wondered? 

You mean today? 

Yeah, a f t e r  I g e t  through wi th  t h i s - -

( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I t ' s  q u i t e  p o s s i b l e ,  but--
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A .  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  W e l l ,  see, they  j u s t  g i v e  me a 
badge down t h e  h a l l  t h e r e .  I . w a s  j u s t  wondering. 

Q What k ind  Q £  badge do you mean? 
. .  . 

A. Thi s  i s  t h e  badge. I reckon you are supposed t o  
go through t h a t  door  down t h e r e ?  

Q. O h ,  w e l l ,  t h a t ' s  j u s t  t o  g e t  you i n  there - -

A.  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I was wondering what it was a l l  
about?  

Q - No, t h a t ' s  where o u r  w i t n e s s  s e c t i o n  i s ,  and they  
may have some p roces s ing  f o r  you t o  do b e f o r e  you l eave .  
This .  may be  concerning your  o r d e r s  o r  f i n a n c i n g  o r  var i .ous  
t h i n g s  l i k e  t h a t .  You may have t o  go i n  there--may n o t .  
That i s  p o s s i b l y  t h e  r ea son  they  gave you t h a t  badge, o r  
you nay havz t o  go i n  t h e r e  f o r  o t h e r  r e a s o x .  We d o n ' t  
know. I t ' s  n o t  a n t i c i p a t e d  t h a t  you would have t o  go b e f o r e  
ano the r  group today.  

A. T h a t ' s  wh.at I w a s  t h i n k i n g .  

Q Of c o u r s e ,  sometime i n  +he f u t u r e  t h i s  could be. 
You know, you neve r  can t e l l .  There are t h r e e  d i f f e r e n t  
groups i n v e s t i g a t i n g  t h i s  t h i n g .  Have you g o t  any o t h e r  
q u e s t i o n s ?  

A. No, I a m  a l i t t l e  t ensed  up. 

Q. Well, d o n ' t  be  t h a t  way. Have you been ques t ioned  
on t h i s  by anybody? 

A. No, s ir .  

Q. Have you d i s c u s s e d  t h i s  w i t h  anybody who w a s  i n  
the company? 

A. Now, what do you mean "d i scussed"?  

Q. W e l l ,  have you s a t  down i n  a b u l l  s e s s i o n  w i t h  
anybody t h a t  was i n  B Company du r ing  t h i s  p e r i o d  and t a l k e d  
about t h i s  t h i n g ?  
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A .  .You mean r e c e n t l y ?  

Q Y e s .  

A .  No. No, I h a v e n ' t .  Me and Se rgean t  RUSHIN were 
j u s t  t r y i n g  t o  p i n p o i n t  some of  t h e s e  t h i n g s .  

Q o  You a l l  came up on t h e  same a i r c r a f t ,  d i d n l t . y o u ?  

A. R igh t .  He j u s t  happened t o  walk i n  t h e  a i r p o r t  
and I was t h e r e .  I t ' s  been a long  t ime s i n c e  I s e e n  him 
because he was a p l a t o o n  s e r g e a n t  , f o r  q u i t e  a w h i l e .  H e  
was a l i k e a b l e  f e l l o w ,  and we rode t o g e t h e r .  I n  f a c t ,  w e  
had a room t o g e t h e r  l a s t  n i g h t .  

Q You a l l  d i s c u s s e d  t h i s  t h e n ,  some? 

A .  Well,  some. W e  d i d n ' t  go i n t o  any d e t a i l s ,  be-
cause l i k e  I s a y ,  I w a s  j u s t  depending on you t o  r e f r e s h  my 
memory. Like I s a y ,  a l o t  of  t h i n g s  I j u s t  wanted t o  f o r g e t .  

Q - Y e s ,  a l l  r i g h t .  L e t ' s  s tar t  w i t h  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  
whether o r  n o t  you r e c e i v e d  any f i r e  p r i o r  t o  l a n d i n g  on t h e  
l and ing  zone a s  you came i n ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  they  d id- - the  f i r s t  chopper t h a t  went 
i n .  I hea rd  scne  f i r e .  Now, I don'  t know whether  we'd re-
ce ived  it, o r  it might have been o u r  choppers f i r i n g .  A l o t  
of t imes ,  b e f o r e  a  CA, t h e  choppers  would c l e a r  t h e  way, 
f i r e  i n t o  t h e  wood l i n e  and s o  on. I ' v e  s een  t h a t  q u i t e  a 
b i t ,  and p o s s i b l y  t h a t ' s  where t h e  f i r e  came from. I t h i n k  
I do remember h e a r i n g  some f i r e .  

Q Were you on t h e  f i r s t  o r  t h e  second l i f t ?  

A. . Probably t h e  second.  I know it w a s n ' t  t h e  f i . r s t .  

Q Were your  doorgunners f i r i n g  when you went i n ?  

A, W e l l ,  1 heard some f i r i n g ,  

Q You d o n ' t  remember whether  it was coming from t h e  
a i r c r a f t  o r  n o t ?  

A .  Not t h e  a i r c r a f t  t h a t  I was i n ,  no I cou ldn1 t - -
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Q ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Was anyone f i r i n g  when they l e f t  
t h e  a i r c r a f t  t h a t  you saw? 

A.  No. 

Q. What were the gunships doing a t  t h e  time t h a t  
you go t  o f f  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r ?  Were they f i r i n g  anywhere? Did 
you s e e  any gunships by t h e  t i m e  you landed? 

A. W e l l ,  they were t h e  a i r  s e c u r i t y .  They were 
f l y i n g  around, and, w e l l ,  they were making a p r e t t y  wide 
c i r c l e  i n  t h e  a i r  t h e r e ,  and I t h i n k  they  might have been 
doing some f i r i n g .  I b e l i e v e  they were. We hea rd  it a t  a 
d i s t a n c e .  Them be ing  up t h e r e  and a l l  of t h a t  going on, ' 

t h a t  i s  what b u i l t  t h e  f e a r  up i n s i d e  of you, p o s s i b i l i t y  
of t h a t  be ing  a VC v i l l a g e .  That i s  why we were s o  tensed  
up and s c a r e d  about t h i s  t h i n g .* 
Q. How long d i d  you remain on t h e  LZ b e f o r e  your 
p l a t o o n  moved ou t?  

A. You a r e  t a l k i n g  about when w e  were l i f t e d  from--

Q- ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )  Yes, on t h e  LZ i n  t h e  o b j e c t i v e  
a r e a ,  down n e a r  P i n k v i l l e .  How long d i d  you s t a y  t h e r e  un-
til you moved out?  

A. You a r e  t a l k i n g  about Upt ight?  

Q N o ,  down h e r e .  

A. Where w e  CA'd i n ?  

Q. Right .  

A. W e  s t a y e d  t h e r e  about ,  a f t e r  w e  l anded ,  we w e r e  
t h e r e  about 1 0  minutes ,  p o s s i b l y ,  because we had t o ,  you 
know, w e  a l r eady  had our i n s t r u c t i o n s  of which way we w e r e  
going t o  t ake  t h e  l ead .  That i s  j u s t  a vague remembrance. 

Did you see L ieu tenan t  COCHRAN when he g o t  k i l l e d ?  

A. N o ,  I d i d n ' t .  

Q. -.Did you h e a r  t h e  explos ion?  
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A. Y e s .  t 

Q - Do you remember where you were when you heard 
t h a t  exp los ion?  

A. Y e s .  We had j u s t  landed and t h e r e  was a l i t t l e  
bank t h e r e .  I guess it w a s  no more than  50 f e e t  from where 
w e  CA'd i n .  W e  w e r e  walking down t h a t  t r a i l  and heard an 
exp los ion  and then  l e a r n e d  t h a t  L ieu t enan t  COCHRAN had been 
k i l l e d  and a couple  of o t h e r  guys messed up. 

Q. You were walking down the t r a i l ?  

A.  Y e s ,  I b e l i e v e  w e  w e r e  a l r eady  on t h a t  t r a i l  t h a t  
l e d  i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  and we came t o  a l i t t l e  o l d  t ype  of a 
house r i g h t  t h e r e .  W e  were t r y i n g  t o  y e t  t o  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  
t r a i l .  

. 	 Q. Do you remember p a s s i n g  under a g a t e  t h a t  went 

up over  t h e  road?  I b e l i e v e  it had some k i n d  of w r i t i n g  on 

it. 


A. I c a n ' t  be s u r e .  We might have. I d o n ' t  remem-
b e r .  

Q. You don 't remember? 

, , A. No. 
. . 

Q - Do you remember how f a r  from t h e  b r i d g e  you were 
when you hea rd  t h i s  exp los ion?  

A .  I d o n ' t  know. It was 300 o r  400 f e e t ,  a p r e t t y
good ways. 

Q - Did you h e a r  a n o t h e r  explos ion  a few minutes 
, l a t e r ?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember i f  I d i d  o r  n o t .  

(2. Did you know t h a t  a n o t h e r  group was wounded by a 
mine or a booby trap a few minutes  a f t e r  L i e u t e n a n t  COCHRAN? 

A. Y e s ,  I do remember t h a t .  

9 - I w a s  t r y i n g  t o  f i g u r e  o u t  when you h i t  t h e  b r i d g e .  
Was t h e  f i r s t  squad t h e  l e a d  squad from t h e  p l a t o o n ,  a s i d e  
f r o m  t h e  p o i n t ?  
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A. Yes, I b e l i e v e  w e  w e r e .  

Q. A s  you approached t h e  b r i d g e  what happened? 

A. Well ,  b e f o r e  w e  approached i t ,  t h e r e  was a l i t t l e  
o l d  house t h e r e ,  I d o n ' t  know how f a r  it was from t h e  t r a i l ,  
b u t  w e  hea rd  o u r  p o i n t  man h o l l e r ,  "A grenade ,"  and,  w e l l ,  I 
guess  it was supposed t o  be  a VC t h a t  threw it. They s a i d  
t hey  had seen  him when he threw t h e  grenade,  b u t  it never  
d i d  d e t o n a t e .  I b e l i e v e  they  d i d  some f i r i n g  on him, b u t  I 
d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  they  h i t  any th ing .  They d i d  s e e  him when he  
threw it, b u t  l i k e  I s a y ,  i t  never  d i d  d e t o n a t e .  W e  con-
t i n u e d  t o  pursue  on. W e  were headed toward t h a t  b r idge .  

Q - Did you s e e  t h e  p o i n t  when they  h o l l e r e d  t h i s  
grenade w a s  thrown?. Were they  i n  your  v i s i o n ?  

A. Y e s ,  I seen  one of  t h e  men when he jumped t o  th.e 
s i d e .  I t  w a s  Se rgean t  TITTLE. I b e l i e v e  he was one of the 
p o i n t  e lements  there,  him and TAYLOR and another young guy. 
I d o n ' t  remember what h i s  name w a s .  

HOOTGN? 

A. Y e s ,  HOOTON was one o f  them. Tha t  would make f o u r .  

MR WALSH: Was it NEEDLE? 

A. I d o n ' t  know i f  it was NEEDLE. I thought  h i s  
name was Se rgean t  TITTLE. I d o n ' t  remember a NEEDLE. W e  
had only  f o u r :  HOOTON, TITTLE, and TAYLOR and t h i s  o t h e r  
young guy going back f o r  h i s  second t ime.  H e  g o t  w i t h  ou r  
company b e f o r e  we deployed o u t  of Hawaii. 

COL WILSON: When t h i s  f i r i n g  s t a r t e d  down h e r e ,  you could 
s e e  i t ?  A f t e r  t h i s  grenade was thrown, you s a i d  th.ey re-
t u r n e d  f i r e  t o  t r y  t o  h i t  t h e  guy who threw t h e  grenade.  

A. I d i d n ' t  s e e  anyth ing .  

Q • You d i d n ' t  s e e  t h e  f i r i n g ?  

A. They d i d  r e t u r n  f i r e  toward t h e  d i r e c t i o n  which 
t h e  grenzde came. 

Q How f a r  from ' t h e  b r i d g e  were t hey  when t h i s  gre-
nade was thrown? 
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A. Well, I d o n ' t  know. I d o n ' t  know i f  I could 
even--I would say about 200 o r  300 f e e t ,  I guess. 

Q. Was the i n d i v i d u a l  t h a t  threw the  grenade on the  
western s i d e  o r  e a s t e r n  s i d e  of the  br idge? 

A.  He was on the  same s i d e  we was on. 

Q Did you ever  see  t h i s  guy again? Which way d id  
he run? Did anybody f i n d  ou t  what happened t o  him? 

A .  We never d i d  know. We j u s t  pursued, you know, 
toward t h e  br idge.  

Q .  When t h e  p o i n t  s t a r t e d  f i r i n g ,  what was the  a c t i o n  
of the  f i r s t  squad? What d i d  they do? 

A. We a l l  h i t  the  ground a f t e r  h o l l e r i n g  "Grenade," and 
one of the  p o i n t  men, o r  a l l  of them, d i d  r e t u r n  t h e  f i r e  on 
him. When the  grenade d i d n ' t  de tonate  we j u s t ,  more o r  l e s s ,  
you know, kind of s c a t t e r e d  a l i t t l e  b i t .  We d i d n ' t  go i n t o  
any g r e a t  t h i n g  about it, and we continued very slowly. Of 
course,  the l i e u t e n a n t  wanted t o  know what happened, and w e  
s a i d  t h a t .  a grenade was thrown a t  us. So we go t  t h e  word t o  
go ahead and move on. 

.Q. Did you hear  any s n i p e r  f i r e  coming from e i t h e r  
t h a t  a r e a  where t h e  grenade w a s  thrown o r  from the  o t h e r  
s i d e  of the  br idge?  was. t h e r e  any o t h e r  f i r i n g ?  

A. I d i d n ' t  hear  any. 

Q A l l  of t h e  f i r i n g  was from t h e  p o i n t ?  

A.  Right.  

(2 Did you have any knowledge of some mortar rounds 
being f i r e d  i n  the re?  

A. No. 

Q .  What happened a s  you moved toward t h e  b r idge ,  a s  
you again approached the  br idge?  Did you s t o p  any more, o r  
d id  you j u s t  advance over  the  br idge? 

A. We j u s t  went ahead toward the' b r idge ,  and we went 
on over the  br idge and then i n t o  the  v i l l a g e .  
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Q - What v i l l a g e ?  

A. Well, can I show you t h i s ?  

Q Yes. This i r  Exh ib i t  P-185 ( c o a s t a l  photo of Son 
' My a r e a ) .  

A.  It would be r i g h t  here .  W e  came r i g h t  on over.  
I t  was along t h e  b r idge ,  ac ross  a body of water  t h e r e  ( i n d i -
c a t i n g ) .  A s  w e  came across  t h e  br idge  we d i d n ' t  r ece ive  any 
f i r e  a t  a l l  from the  v i l l a g e .  That grenade i s  t h e  only t h i n g  
t h a t  go t  us upse t  and made us more cau t ious ,  s o  w e  went a-
c ross  t h e  b r idge .  The br idge  seemed t o  t u r n  t h i s  way ( i n d i -
c a t i n g )  i n t o  a smal l  v i l l a g e .  

Q. The road d i d ,  o r  t h e  br idge?  

A. No, n o t  t h e  b r idge .  The b r idge  came t o  an end. 
There seemed t o  be a bunch of t r a i l s  over  t h e r e ,  and it kind 
of turned  r i g h t  here  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  

Q- I t  turned  south? 

A. Yes, t h i s  away ( i n d i c a t i n g )  . 
Q I t  turned  south ,  and where d i d  t h a t  t r a i l  go? 
Did it go i n t o  a v i l l a g e ?  

A. I t  went i n t o  a v i l l a g e .  

Q How f a r  from the  b r idge  down t h e  t r a i l  before  you 
g o t  i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know, maybe 100 meters ,  150 meters ,  some-
t h i n g  l i k e  t h a t .  

Q One hundred t o  one hundred and f i f t y  meters? 

A. Something l i k e  t h a t .  

Q • This  p la toon was apparent ly  over t h e  b r idge  by 
t h i s  time: t h e  r e s t  of t h e  squad and s o  f o r t h ,  t h e  command 
group? 

A .  By t h e  time we made t h i s  tu rn?  Right. We were 
a l l  t h e r e .  The l i e u t e n a n t  comes up and--of course ,  we moved 
through t h e  v i l l a g e  i n  more o r  l e s s  a s t r a i g h t - -
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Q ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  A column? 

A. Righ t .  

Q You moved through t h e  v i l l a g e ,  and d i d  you say 
t h e  p l a t o o n  l e a d e r  came forward? 

A.  Yes, he was up t h e r e .  We g o t  t h e r e ,  c ros sed  t h e  
b r i d g e  and g o t  r i g h t  t h e r e ,  I guess you could  say  t h e  out-
s k i r t s  of t h a t  v i l l a g e .  We could s e e  them. They were v i s i -
b l e  a s  you come over  t h e  b r i d g e .  You could s e e  them a c r o s s  
t h e  wa te r  t h e r e .  

Q See what,  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A .  The v i l l a g e .  You could  s e e  t h e  hootches .  W e  
d i d n ' t  s e e  any people  a t  a l l  u n t i l  we g o t  o v e r  t h e r e ,  and 
I t h i n k  j u s t  b e f o r e  you g e t  i n t o  t h e  f i r s t ,  second hootches  
t h e r e ,  you can s e e  t h e  people  t h a t  were t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  of 
t h e  v i l l a g e  t h e r e .  W e  never  even n o t i c e d  them u n t i l  w e  g o t  
t h a t  c l o s e .  

Q You had a l r e a d y  approached t h e  v i l l a g e  and w e r e  
i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  b e f o r e  you saw any people?  

A. Right  t h e r e  a t  t h e  o u t s k i r t s .  Righ t  where you 
could  s e e  t h e  f i r s t  v i s i o n  of  t h e  hootch.  W e  d i d  beg in  t o  
s e e  some people .  They were s m a l l ,  and t h e r e  was n o t  many of  
them. 

Q How many would you e s t i m a t e ?  

A.  Some of them were ove r  t h e r e  on t h e  ocean.  They 
were back over  h e r e  i n  t h e  ocean.  We found t h a t  o u t  when w e  
went through t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q How many d i d  you s e e  w h i l e  you were t h e r e  i n  t h i s  
l o c a t i o n ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know, a dozen,  roughly.  

Q A dozen,  and t h e s e  people  were i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Yes, and they  were women and c h i l d r e n  t h e r e .  You 
j u s t  s p o t  one eve ry  once i n  a w h i l e  g e t t i n g  wa te r  o r  something 
l i k e  t h a t .  
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a - They were n o t  running? 

A. The people?  

Q - Y e s .  

A. No, I d i d n ' t  n o t i c e  any th ing  l i k e  t h a t .  

Q- None of  them running? What were t hey  doing,  go ing  
about  t h e i r  b u s i n e s s ?  

A .  Y e s ,  j u s t  l i k e  no th ing  was t a k i n g  p l a c e .  

Q *  They d i d n ' t  seem t o  be  concerned because you w e r e  
t h e r e ,  your  p l a t o o n  w a s  t h e r e ?  

A. No, t h e r e  was a k ind  of an exc i t emen t  t h e r e  be-
cause t h e  people  would k ind  of g e t  i n  groups when t r o o p s  
would move i n  l i k e  t h a t .  A l o t  of  o t h e r  v i l l a g e s  w e  would 
be i n ,  it w a s  more o r  l e s s  t h e  same way. They j u s t  would 
look a t y o u  and t r y  -Logo on iv~itli t h e i ~b ~ s i r l e s sand t h a t  
was about  a l l  t h e r e  was t o  it, every  t i m e  w e  went i n t o  a 
v i l l a g e .  I d i d  n o t i c e  t h a t  t h e s e  people  w e r e  k ind  of--when 
you would come a c r o s s  t h a t  b r i d g e ,  you had t o  go up an up-
grade  h e r e  t o  t h e  ocean,.  and we d i d  n o t i c e  t h e r e  was q u i t e  
a few women. There was maybe a dozen women t h e r e ,  and t h e y  
had hootches  r i g h t  t h e r e  a s i d e  o f  t h e  ocean.  They were up 
t h e r e ,  and I d o n ' t  know what t hey  were doing.  I d i d  n o t i c e  
t h a t .  I d i d  see f o u r  women bunched t h e r e  i n  t h e  group, and 
we had been doing some shoo t ing ,  you know, t h a t  I had a l r e a d y  
s a i d ,  s h o o t i n g  when t h e  grenade was threw upon us ,  s o  it 
would always t e r r i f y  t h e  people .  They would always g e t  
s c a r e d .  Who wouldn ' t  w i t h  people  s h o o t i n g  and coming i n  
l i k e  t h a t ?  They d i d n ' t  know--I am n o t  s ay ing  they  were sym-
p a t h i z e r s  o r  what.  A l l  I know i s  what w e  w e r e  i n s t r u c t e d  
b e f o r e  we l e f t ;  t h a t  i s  about  it. 

Q When you mentioned some shoot ing. ,  w e r e  you t a l k -
i n g  about  sho 'ot ing o t h e r  t h a n  t h e  p o i n t ?  

A. No, j u s t  t h e  p o i n t ,  when t h e  grenade w a s  threw. 

Q. When you g o t  on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of  t h e  b r i d g e ,  and 
as you went i n t o  t h i s  v i l l a g e ,  d i d  you s e e  any bod ie s  ove r  
t h e r e ?  

A. No. 
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Q. You mentioned t h a t  t h i s  v i l l a g e  was up on t h e  
r i s e  o r  below t h e  r i s e ?  

A .  The t e r r a i n  was n o t  what you c a l l  a l t o g e t h e r  l e v e l  
because as  you come across  t h e  b r idge ,  it seemed t o  kind of 
r i s e  up j u s t  a l i t t l e  b i t .  You had your hootch r i g h t  t h e r e  
a t  the  r i v e r ,  a t  t h e  l ake  t h e r e ,  and it rose  up a l i t t l e  
b i t  and then  you have your ocean on t h i s  on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e .  

Q Lieutenant  WILLINGHAM came up. What happened 
a f t e r  t h a t ?  

A .  Well, we j u s t  moved on through t h e  v i l l a g e .  

a Q. Which way? 

A .  We were s t i l l  going south.  

Q South? This i s  nor th  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  

A .  A l l  r i g h t .  We were s t i l l  moving south.  

Q. What was t h e  purpose of moving through t h e  v i l l a g e ?  
Was t h e  v i l l a g e  s e a r c h e d ,  o r  d i d  you j u s t  move through i t ?  

Yes, it was searched.  

Q. How was it being  searched? What was t h e  procedure
f o r  sezrching  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A .  I d o n ' t  know. I guess i n  every man's mind over  
there--VC--you a r e  going t o  th ink  of a male o r  a man, and 
you more o r  less look f o r  t h e  younger men, any kind of sus-
p e c t s  t h a t  we could f i n d  t h e r e .  We would always t r y  t o  g e t  
men. We'd always sal- a t  a m i l i t a r y  ege; t h a t  was t h e  expres-
s i o n  our CO used, Captain MICHLES. That i s  mostly what we 
looked f o r ,  b u t  when we g o t  i n t o  a v i l l a g e  t h e r e  was no one 
t h e r e  lilce t h a t .  There was only women, o l d  women, middle-
aged women, and ch i ld ren .  

Q How d i d  you sea rch  these?  Was t h i s  done by squad 
o r  p la toon,  o r  how d i d  you search  a v i l l a g e ?  How d i d  you 
search  t h i s  v i l l a g e ?  

A. We would go i n s i d e  t h e  hootches and look. Any 
kind of bunkers would be checked ou t .  Those four  men w e r e  
r e a l  good. They would go i n t o  those  foxholes o r  a ho le  
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t h e r e .  You never  knew i f  t h e r e  was going t o  be booby t r a p s  
t h e r e  o r ,  no t .  I t  took a l o t  of  courage t o  go i n t o  a p l a c e  
l i k e  t h a t ,  and t h e s e  f o u r  people  d i d  t h i n g s  l i k e  t h a t .  

Q. Were t h e  p o i n t  men going i n t o  t h e s e  bunkers? 
Were they  going i n  t h e r e ?  

A. Y e s ,  they were going i n .  

Q. Were . they sea rch ing  them. o u t ?  

A. Right . 
Q. When t h i s  s ea rch  was be ing  conducted was t h i s  
a l t o g e t h e r  t h e  p o i n t  doing t h i s ,  o r  was t h e  rest of t h e  
p la toon  engaged i n  t h i s  s ea rch  of t h a t  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Y e s .  There were some of  ou r  e lements ,  men of 
our  squad, t h a t  w a s  he lp ing .  I t h i n k  we had f o u r  men up on 
p o i n t ,  and they  were a l l - doing t h e i r  job,  going i n t o  these 
bunkers.  TAYLOR, he was always a morale b u i l d e r  t o  me. I 
use t h e  word c razy  because ,he was j u s t  a l i k e a b l e  fe l low t o  
be around. H e  was always say ing  something funny. H e  had 
more nerve ;  maybe he was j u s t  crazy.  He'd go t o  t h e s e  bunk-
ers and t h e s e  hootches.  You know, he never  could speak 
Vietnamese b u t  he would a c t  l i k e  he was one of those  people .  
They thought  he was c razy ,  I imagine. But t h a t ' s  mostly 
what they  would do. I f  they  seen  a h o l e ,  t h e y ' d  go i n  and 
check it ou t :  hootch,  anything l i k e  t h a t .  W e  a l l  engaged 
i n  t h a t ,  t h e  checking o u t  of t h e  hootches .  J u s t  go i n s i d e  
and look around, t u r n  up boards  o r  l i f t i n g  up boards  t o  see 
i f  w e  could f i n d  any bundles of food, s t u f f  l i k e  t h a t .  

Q - What d i d  you f i n d ,  anyth ing  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  i n  t h i s  
v i l l a g e ?  

A. No, it was j u s t  a whole l o t  of no th ing  t h e r e .  

Q Who d i d  you work wi th  i n  sea rch ing  o u t  t h e  
hootches? 

A. M e  and a fe l low by t h e  name of  GARCIA, Cresencio 
GARCIA. H e  was i n  our  squad a l s o .  H e  was one of  my team 
l e a d e r s ,  you see. He was a s p e c i a l i s t  t h e r e .  

Q m  Did you know a man named HOLMES? 
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A. Yes. 

Q Did you by any chance search  wi th  HOLMES, t h i s  
day? 

A. We probably d i d .  W e  was p r e t t y  much a l l  t o g e t h e r .  
M e  and GARCIA, we was p r e t t y  c l o s e .  HOLMES was, I remember 
him. 

Q Xow about FERNANDEZ? Was he f a i r l y  c l o s e  t o  you 
o r  GARCIA? 

A. Well, n o t  p a r t i c u l a r l y .  - He was t h e  RTO f o r  t h e  
l i e u t e n a n t .  

Q You b e l i e v e  t h e  sea rch  you made t h a t  day was w i t h  
GARCIA? 

A. Y e s .  

Q Was it normal f o r  you t o  break i n t o  p a i r s  and 
sea rch  t h e s e  houses? 

A. W e l l ,  w i th  m e  it was. I never l i k e d  t o  be by my-
s e l f  and--

( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Two o r  more?Q. 

A.  Right.  W e  always thought  it was t h e  b e s t ,  you 
know, t o  have a couple  of men. 

Q How many hootches do you r e c a l l  s ea rch ing  o u t  i n  
t h i s  v i l l a g e  t h a t  day? 

A. I t  might be something l i k e  s i x ,  seven,  o r  e i g h t .  

Q D i d y o u  h e a r  any f i r i n g  whi le  t h e  search  was be ing
conducted? 

A. Y e s .  

Q Where was t h e  f i r i n g ?  

A.  W e l l ,  our  machinegunner, he was doing t h e  f i r i n g .  

Q Was he f i r i n g  i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  o r  wh.ere was he 
f i r i n g ?  
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Yes, he was f i r i n g  i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q. What was t h e  t a r g e t ?  What was he f i r i n g  a t ?  

A. J u s t  anythinq t h a t  moved. 

Q No provocation? You s a i d  you d i d n ' t  hear any 
enemy f i r i n g  i n  t h i s  a rea?  

A. No. That ' s  what you meant by provocat ion,  no 
enemy f i r e ?  

Q. . Y e s .  

A. No. I d i d n ' t  hear  anything,  ' . j u s t  our  gun. 

MR WALSH: Did the  l i e u t e n a n t  s e t  up t h e  machinegun before 
you moved i n t o  the v i l l a g e ?  

A. Well, t h e  machinegun w a s  brought forward. We 
always made it a p o i n t  no t  t o  l e t  our  nachinegunner--that 's  
one of our  most needed weapons t h e r e ;  i t ' s  our  firepower--to 
pu t  him up on even i n  t h e  f i r s t  squad. H e  might have been 
placed l i k e  a p o i n t  squad i n  t h e  f i r s t  squad. Maybe he would 
follow up i n  t h e  second squad, something l i k e  t h a t .  But he 
was brought forward, the  machinegunner. 

Q. This is  r i g h t  ' a f t e r  you g o t  across  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  
across  t h e  br idge?  

A. W e l l ,  w e  were going i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e .  We had 
come over  t h e  br idge ,  f i x i n '  t o  go i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e .  We 
were a t  a hootch, you know. 

9.  ' 'And t h e  l i e u t e n a n t  c a l l e d  him forward and t o l d  
him t o  s e t  up? 

A. Well, I c o u l d n ' t  say d i r e c t l y ,  now, i f  the  l i e u -
t e n a n t  t o l d  him. For ins t ance ,  our  machinegunner come up, 
and I knew t h a t  he was c a l l e d  t o  come up. And when he d i d ,  
t h e  machinegun was--he never ,  what you say ,  placed it i n  posi-
t i o n  o r  anything. H e  had it t h e r e  i n  h i s  hand. He was a 
p r e t t y  b i g  guy anyway. 

Q. And then  he s t a r t e d  f i r i n g  i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  Did 
everybody e l s e  j o i n  i n  f i r i n g  too? 

.A. Yes. .' 
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Q. Well, what happened when people  came running ou t?  
Did they keep f i r i n g  a t  them? 

A. Well, they  were--yes, they were f i r e d  upon a l s o .  

Q - And t h e  people from over  on t h e  ocean, d i d  they  
come back over  t h e  t o p  of t h e  h i l l ?  

A. Yes, t h a t ' s  where I s p o t t e d  t h e s e  f o u r  women. 
They w e r e  up t h e r e .  Of course ,  us up i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  l i k e  
t h a t ,  they were a l l  t e r r i f i e d .  But you s e e ,  a s  I s a i d ,  t h e  
v i l l a g e  wasn ' t  s o  b i g ,  b u t  t h e r e  w e r e  trees, shrubbery,  
hootches.  Maybe i f  one would run t o  another  o r  something 
l i k e  t h a t ,  you c o u l d n ' t  always t e l l  what it was. You knew 
it was an i n d i v i d u a l  running,  b u t  you c o u l d n ' t  t e l l  i f  it 
was a man o r  a woman. And, of course ,  we engaged upon them 
whenever they would run l i k e  t h a t .  

Q And then  how long d i d  it keep up? U n t i l  you
c o u l d n ' t  s e e  any more movement o r  anything? 

A. Y e s .  W e l l ,  w e  g o t  a c a l l  over  t h e  r a d i o  from t h e  
c a p t a i n ,  CO. Like I s a y ,  w e  were t o l d  t h i s  was a sea rch  and 
des t roy  mission.  Then t h e  c a l l  come through t h e  CO t h a t  
we ' r e  n o t ,  what you might s a y p  k i l l  anybody. Because he 
p r e t t y  much s t a t e d  t h a t .  H e  was a c h a r a c t e r  l i k e  t h a t .  H e  
l e t  h i s  i n t e g r i t y  remain, f o r  t h e  say ing ,  whenever h e ' d  c a r r y  
o u t  an ope ra t ion .  When t h a t  c a l l  would come through,  you 
know, it was just--well, w e  had a l r eady  p r e t t y  much s h o t  
t h e  v i l l a g e  up. 

Q Did you h e a r  t h a t  c a l l .  come . through? 

A. Not d i r e c t l y .  I d i d  know t h a t  our  RTO was speak-
i n g  x i t h  him, azd then  onr l i c u t c n a c t  g ive  us t h e  mcssege 
when t h e  r a d i o  came through. 

Q. And what d i d  t h e  l i e u t e n a n t  say,  a s  b e s t  you can 
r e c a l l  i t ?  

A. W e l l ,  j u s t  t h e  same t h i n g  I j u s t  s a i d .  The CO, 
you know, s a i d  t h a t  he d i d n ' t  want anybody--if they  was 
s u s p e c t ,  t o  g a t h e r  them up. W e  was n o t  t o  k i l l  anybody. Be-
cause,  l i k e  I s a y ,  t h e r e  was q u i t e  a b i t  of shoot ing  had 
been going on wi th  our  machinegun. And he wasn ' t  w i t h  us ,  
s o  he d i d n ' t  know e x a c t l y  what was going on, you know, what 
a l l  t h e  shoot ing  was about .  
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Q The l i e u t e n a n t  was i n  between the  squads,  towards 
t h e  rear you mean? 

A. W e l l ,  he was i n  t h e  f r o n t .  

COL WILSON: You're t a l k i n g  about t h e  company commander when 
you s a i d  he wasn ' t  with you? Is t h a t  what you mean, o r  a r e  
you t a l k i n g  about t h e  l i e u t e n a n t ?  

A.  The company commander. He had n o t  come across  t h e  
br idge  y e t .  I be l i eve  you s a i d  they were down i n  t h i s  o t h e r  
a r e a  with t h e  3d Platoon? 

MR WALSH: Right.  So t h e  l i e u t e n a n t  passed t h e  word, "Don't 
k i l l  anybody any more," and s o  then everybody cooled it from 
t h a t  p o i n t  on? 

A. We cooled it from t h a t  p o i n t  on. 

9- And then you moved i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  a f t e r  t h i s  
order  was passed,  o r  was t h a t  a f t e r  you were a l ready i n  t h e  
v i l l a g e ?  

A. No, we d i d  move on i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  and continued 
t h e  search:  search  o u t  t h e  bunkers. 

Q - Did you check ou t  t h e  bodies? 

A. Well, a s  we d i d  move on through, we were running 
ou t  of ammunition, e s p e c i a l l y  6 0 ,  M-60 machinegun ammo, and 
they flew un i n  some ammo and t h i s  explosion m a t e r i a l .  I 
d o n ' t  know what they c a l l e d  it now, b u t  anyway, they flew it 
i n .  You could r i g  it up and l i g h t  a fuse  t o  it. 

COL WILSON: C-4? 

A. Yes, s t u f f  l i k e  t h a t ,  and t h i s  TDT. Is t h a t  what 
i t ' s--

Q- ( In te rpos ing)  TNT. 

A. Tha t ' s  what I was t r y i n g  t o  th ink  o f .  They flew 
us i n  q u i t e  a b i t  of t h a t .  And t h a t ' s  what blew t h e  bunkers. 
We j u s t  f l a t t e n e d  t h a t  v i l l a g e ,  and t h a t  was it. 

MR WALSH: Who flew t h a t  i n ?  

A. The choppers. 
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Q e  Was it t h e  b a t t a l i o n  commander's chopper t h a t  
f l e w  t h a t  i n ?  

A .  I d o n ' t  remember. 

Q DO you remember s e e i n g  t h a t  chopper l a n d  t h a t  had 
t h e  e x p l o s i v e s ?  

A. He p r e t t y  w e l l  landed t o  ou r  r e a r .  I might have 
d i d .  

Q A r e  you s u r e  t h a t  t h a t  happened t h a t  day,  o r  could 
t h a t  have happened t h e  second day? 

A. No, t h e  second day--we done c ros sed  t h e  b r i d g e  and 
s t a r t e d  i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  and as he was us ing  a l o t  of ammo 
i n  h i s  60 gun and a l l  these--

Q - ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  People  running around? 

A. Holes. You know, h o l e s  t h e s e  people  would g e t  
i n :  bunkers o r  whatever  you want t o  c a l l  them. They would, 
when you needed something--they could have been a c a l l .  The 
l i e u t e n a n t  probably r eques t ed  it, t h a t  we had a l o t  of h o l e s  
up h e r e  t h a t  w e  needed t o  blow up. I t h i n k  p o s s i b l y  it was 
t h e  CO t h a t  had it s e n t  i n  t o  u s ,  because I d o n ' t  t h i n k  a 
l i e u t e n a n t  j u s t  c a l l s  up t o  t h e  r e a r  and have it s e n t  out--
and go through t h e  CO. But it w a s  s e n t  i n  t h a t  very  day. 
We h a d n ' t  been t h e r e ,  I d o n ' t  know, a hour  I guess ,  and t h e n  
they  had t o  f l y  us i n  t h a t  m a t e r i a l .  

Q. I asked you i f  you checked o u t  t h e  bod ie s  of t h e  
people  t h a t  had been s h o t  b e f o r e  you went i n .  Did you check 
t h o s e  o u t  t o  see i f  +hey were mi l i t a ry -age  males o r  no t?  

A. Yes, t h e r e  were a few l a y i n g  t h e r e .  There w e r e  
no males. 

Q • Mostly a l l  women and c h i l d r e n  t h a t  had g o t t e n
caught?  

A. Right .  

Q Did you do anyth ing  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  b o d i e s ,  
p o l i c e  them up o r  g e t  them o u t  of t h e  way o r  anything? 
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A. Well,  we d i d n ' t  touch them, i f  t h a t ' s  what you 
mean. W e  j u s t  l e f t  them l a y i n g  t h e r e .  

Q - About how many of  them were t h e r e ?  

A. Well ,  I know I wi tnes sed  about  t h r e e  myself ,  t h r e e  
bod ie s .  

Q Where were t h o s e  l o c a t e d ?  

A. W e l l ,  as you go through t h e  v i l l a g e  t h e r e ,  t h e r e ' s  
a l i t t l e  t r a i l  t h a t  l e a d s  over  t o  t h e  ocean; t h e r e ' s  a p r e t t y  
wide t r a i l  t h e r e .  When I was walking i t - - s e e ,  we were s t i l l  
s e a r c h i n g  t h e  v i l l a g e .  Of cou r se ,  t h e  blowing up of  t h e  
bunkers w a s  s t i l l  going on. T h a t ' s  when I seen  t h e s e  bod ie s  
t h e r e  t o  my l e f t .  . 

Q Now, when they  were blowing t h e s e  bunkers ,  were 
any people  s h o t  when they  came running o u t  of t h e  bunkers? 

A. W e l l ,  I d i d n ' t  see t h i s  w i t h  my eyes .  I would 
suppose they  w e r e .  I d o n ' t  know. 

Q- How about  t h e  people  ove r  nea r  t h e  ocean? How 
were they  d e a l t  w i th?  Did somebody go over  t h e r e ?  

A. You mean t h e  people  t h a t  were on t h e  ocean? 

Q - Y e s .  

A. Well, t h i s  c a l l  came through.  W e  coo led  it t h e r e ,  
and w e  congregated them t o g e t h e r ,  t h e  people .  That  was a l -
ways t h e  procedure:  g e t  t h e  people  t o g e t h e r ;  probably in -
t e r r o g a t e  them; s e e  i f  we could f i n d  i f  any VC had been 
t h e r e ,  VC v i l l a g e ,  o r  what. We'd always--well,  w e  a l l  p ick-
ed  up, you know, "VC, VC". They knew what we were t a l k i n g  
about ,  and they  s a i d ,  "No VC, no VC. " But a c t u a l l y ,  t h a t ' s  
t h e  way t h e y  d i d  speak,  b u t  w e  d i d  congrega te  them up and 
p u t  them a l l  i n  one hootch.  

Q I n  one of  t h e  hootches?  

A. Yes. 

Q. Then what happened t o  them? 
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A. Well,  I - -a l ready ,  you know, f l a t t e n e d  t h e  v i l l a g e .  
W e l l ,  t h a t  was it. W e  j u s t  t u r n e d  them loose .  W e  j u s t  
d i d n ' t  f i n d  anyth ing .  W e  g o t  a c a l l  t o  move o u t  of t h e r e .  
Why, I d o n ' t  know. But we s t a y e d  t h e r e  t h e  b i g g e s t  p o r t i o n  
of t h a t  day. And t h e n  t h i s  i s  where w e  went n o r t h .  W e  
camped t h e r e  t h a t  n i g h t .  

Q- Did you f i n d  any booby t r a p s  around t h e r e  i n  t h e  
v i l l a g e  when you sea rched  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. No. W e  d i d n ' t  c a t c h  them 'ti1 t h e  n e x t  day. 

Q . How many people  d i d  you have rounded up t h e r e  
when you f i n i s h e d  sea rch ing?  

A. P o s s i b l y  2 0 .  

Q Twenty people?  

A. Y e s .  

Q. Old women and c h i l d r e n ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q. Did any of  t h e  men have a l i t t l e  fun w i t h  t h e  
women w h i l e  t hey  were w a i t i n g  around i n  t h e  hootches?  Did 
you h e a r  about  any th ing  l i k e  t h a t ?  

A.  No. I never  one t i m e  seen  t h a t  wh i l e  I w a s  over  
t h e r e .  Like I s a y ,  i f  I had ,  I might have s topped  them my-
s e l f .  I d i d n ' t  see anyth ing  l i k e  t h a t .  

Q o B Company w a s n ' t  much f o r  t h a t  s o r t  of  t h i n g ?  

A. N o ,  Like I s a y ,  w e  had--1 r e a l l y  admired Captaln 
M I  CHLES. 
Q Do you remember, when you moved n o r t h ' t h a t  n i g h t ,  
i f  TAYLOR took one of t h e  women a long  t o  use  a s  p o i n t  o r  
guide? I n  o t h e r  words,  p u t  h e r  o u t  i n  f r o n t ?  

A ,  Well, he might have d i d ,  because he  w a s  t h e  k i n d  
of  f e l l ow t h a t  w a s  p r e t t y  good a t  t h a t  a t  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  
t ime.  Like I s a y ,  he might have. Most of t h e  t ime t h e y ' d  
go w i l l i n g l y .  You d i d n ' t  have t o  f o r c e  them. You could  
k ind  of g i v e  them a d i r e c t i o n ,  and they  would more o r  l e s s  
do a s  you s a i d .  
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Q. You d o n ' t  have any r e c o l l e c t i o n s ,  though? 

A. No. I may no t  be thorough, I could ,  now. 

Q T e l l  m e  some more about what you mentioned a 
minute ago about Captain MICHLES be ing  p r e t t y  s t r i c t  on 
t h i n g s  l i k e  r ap ing  o r  us ing  women and t h i n g s  l i k e  t h a t .  
Do you remember him eve r  t a l k i n g  about t h a t  o r  g e t t i n g  on 
anybody about t h a t ?  

A.  Well, I d o n ' t  know. I guess he j u s t  l a i d  down 
a type  of s t anda rd  t h e r e .  W e  a l l  knew t h a t  he was a man 
of a m i l i t a r y  mind, you know. He was j u s t  m i l i t a r y  a l l  
t h e  way wi th  him. I j u s t  assumed t h i s - - i f  you want t o  c a l l  
it a compliment o r  what,  he was j u s t  a decent  man. H i s  a t t i -
tude  was always p l e a s a n t .  H e  was a go -ge t t e r  a s  f a r  a s  
o p e r a t i o n  was concerned. He went according t o  t h e  book, i f  
I could phrase it l i k e  t h a t .  T h a t ' s  t h e  b e s t  way I could 
d e s c r i b e  him. H e  d i d n ' t  go along wi th  moles t ing  and t h i n g s  
l i k e  t h a t .  

Q. Do you thin]: it was mostly -chat sverybody had t h c  
i d e a  t h a t  Captain  MICHLES wouldn ' t  s t a n d  f o r  moles t ing  women 
and s o  nobody t r i e d  i t ?  

A. W e l l ,  I d o n ' t  know, i t ' s  p o s s i b l e .  I c o u l d n ' t  
say wha t ' s  i n  a man's mind. I d o n ' t  know. 

Q- W e l l ,  I ' m  j u s t  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  your opin ion ,  t h a t ' s  
a l l .  Did you h e a r  any d i s c u s s i o n  t h a t  n i g h t  o r  a f t e rward ,  
t a l k i n g  wi th  your buddies ,  about how many people  t h a t  had 
been k i l l e d  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  dur ing  t h e  day? 

A.  No. 

Q- What would be your guess? 

A.  Half a dozen, I guess .  

Q No more than  t h a t ?  

A. No. 

Q You s a i d  you had seen  t h r e e  bodies  a t  one p o i n t .  
When t h e  machinegun was f i r i n g  i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  how many 
people  could you s e e  g e t  h i t  i n  running around? 

A. How many people  d i d  I see?  
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Yes.Q 

A .  Well,  I d i d n ' t  n o t i c e  what you would say  as a 
number of them. A s  t hey  run ,  of  cou r se ,  t hey  w e r e  s h o t .  

Q About how many of t h o s e  would you say?  

A.  I d o n ' t  know, p o s s i b l y  a dozen. They were j u s t  
running ,  s o  t e r r i f i e d  and e x c i t e d .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  i f  t h e  order. from Captain  MICHLES 
t o  n o t  t o  k i l l  anybody any more, had t h a t  o r d e r  come through 
a f t e r  a l l  t h e  people  running around had been s h o t  and you had 
f i n i s h e d  s e a r c h i n g  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  Do you remember how f a r  you 
had proceeded when t h a t  o r d e r  came through? 

A. Yeah. W e  had a l r e a d y ,  l i k e  I s a y ,  done q u i t e  a 
b i t  of f i r i n g ,  grenade throwing i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  i t s e l f .  

Q Had you f i n i s h e d  s e a r c h i n g  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. W e  had n o t .  W e  had n o t  g o t t e n  t o  t h e  middle of 
it, I d o n ' t  imagine. W e  were s t i l l  t h e r e  a t  t h e  e n t r a n c e  of  
t h e  v i l l a g e .  

COL WILSON: I am t r y i n g  t o  g e t  t h i s  p i c t u r e  a l i t t l e  c l e a r e r .  
You s a i d  t h a t  t h e  machinegun was f i r i n g  i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e .  
Elements of your u n i t  were a l r e a d y  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  o r  on t h e  
edge of t h e  v i l l a g e .  Was t h e  f i r e  d i r e c t e d  t o  any p a r t i c u l a r  
p o r t i o n  of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  o r  how c l o s e  w a s  t h e  f i r e  t o  your  
squad? I d o n ' t  unders tand  t h e  l o c a t i o n  of t h i s  gun i n  r e f e r -
ence t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  and t h e  l o c a t i o n  of t h e  1st P la toon  per-
sonne l  when t h i s  machinegun was f i r i n g .  

A.  Well,  j u s t  as we beg in  t o  make an e n t r a n c e  i n t o  
t h e  v i l l a g e ,  w e  would always c l e a r  an area a l o t  of  times. 
W e  would use  t h i s  procedure  q u i t e  a b i t .  We would c l e a r  an 
a r e a  w i th  a machinegun, because it had a r a p i d  ra te  of  f i r e  
and s o  on. But when it was c a l l e d  up ou r  e lements  was n o t  
a l r e a d y  g e t t i n g  i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e .  We had n o t  a l r e a d y  went 
i n .  

Q You were n o t  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  a t  t h i s  t ime?  
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A. W e  w a s  no t .  W e  were r i g h t  t h e r e  a t  t h e  hootches  
j u s t  as you beg in  t o  go i n  t h e r e .  Then t h e  machinegun was 
c a l l e d  forward.  I t  c l e a r e d  t h e  v i l l a g e .  T h a t ' s  when he done 
a l l  of t h e  shoo t ing  then .  A f t e r  t h i s ,  I d o n ' t  know, it used 
q u i t e  a b i t  of  ammo, t hen  t h a t  w a s  when we w e r e  t o l d  we were 
going t o  have t h e s e  exp los ives  coming i n .  W e  wa i t ed  on t h i s  
b e f o r e  we proceeded i n ,  because w e  d i d n ' t  have anyth ing  to--
o r  TAYLOR, he  might have run i n t o  one of t h e s e  foxholes  and 
maybe dropped a grenade i n  o r  something l i k e  t h a t .  H e  and 
t h e  p o i n t  men was n o t  i n  t h e  way of  ou r  f i r e .  The machine-
gun p o s i t i o n  was r i g h t  t h e r e  a t  t h e  f r o n t .  

Q* The machinegun f i r e d  i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  q u i t e  a b i t  
of ammunition b e f o r e  t h e  v i l l a g e  w a s  swept.  You mentioned 
e a r l i e r  t h a t  t h e  people  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  were s o r t  of mingl ing 
around l i k e  b u s i n e s s  a s  u s u a l  and d i d n ' t  seem t o  be  t o o  
e x c i t e d .  You must have seen  t h i s  b e f o r e  t h e  machinegun 
s t a r t e d  f i r i n g .  

A. Y e s ,  p o s s i b l y ,  I d i d .  They might have been doing 
some washing o r  something,  j u s t  t h e i r  household chores .  

Q The people  w e r e  c l e a r l y  v i s i b l e  t hen  from t h e  
p o i n t  where t h e  machinegun was f i r i n g ?  

A .  W e l l ,  some were. Like I s a i d ,  I d i d  w i tnes s  f o u r  
women who w e r e  k ind  of on t h i s  bank t h e r e .  I d i d  seen them 
myself .  I had o t h e r  men t h a t  were ahead of m e ,  and I ,  of 
cou r se ,  c o u l d n ' t  speak f o r  them. I d i d  see k i d s ,  I d i d  no-
t ice some k i d s  t h a t  were k ind  of running w i t h  a l i t t l e  f e l -
low running a long.  But a c t u a l l y ,  when I seen  those  women, 
t h a t ' s  t h e  on ly  real p i c t u r e  t h a t  I a c t u a l l y  g o t  of  t h e  
people  t h e r e .  

0. What w a s  t h e  range from t h e  gun t o  t h e  t a r g e t ?
From t h e  gun t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  what w a s  t h e  range? How f a r  
away w a s  i t ?  

A. Seventy-f i v e  , maybe a hundred me te r s ,  something , 

l i k e  t h a t .  

Q- P r e t t y  c l o s e ?  

A. Y e s ,  it was c l o s e .  
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Q. A t  t h e  t i m e  t h e  gun s t a r t e d  f i r i n g ,  t h e s e  people  
had n o t  moved t o  t h e i r  bunkers o r  any th ing  l i k e  t h a t ?  They 
w e r e  s t i l l  mingl ing around t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Well, b e f o r e  w e  c ros sed  t h a t  b r i d g e ,  t h e r e  was 
a l r e a d y  some f i r i n g  going on. They probably seen  us coming. 
They might have g o t  a l i t t l e  b i t  upse t  t h e r e .  That  w a s  usu-
a l l y  t h e  way o f  t h e  Vietnamese people .  They would c a r r y  
a long  j u s t  l i k e  they were minding t h e i r  own b u s i n e s s .  I 
d o n ' t  know of anything--you j u s t  h e a r ,  you know, n o t  wanted 
or something l i k e  t h a t .  You know, i.gnored i s  what I ' m  t r y i n g  
t o  say.  W e  d i d  come i n  .and s t a r t  shoo t ing  l i k e  t h a t ,  and 

,. 	 t h e r e  w a s  q u i t e  a b i t  of  exc i tement .  Of cou r se ,  we are a l -
ready c l o s e r  t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  and t h e r e  w a s  a l o t  of e x c i t e -
ment going on. 

Q. I want t o  g i v e  you t h e  p i c t u r e  I ' v e  g o t  i n  my 
mind t o  see i f  i t ' s  c o r r e c t .  You c ros sed  t h e  b r i d g e ;  had 
some f i r e  f i g h t  a t  t h e  br idge--not  f i r e  f i g h t ,  b u t  t h e r e  was 
f i r i n g  from U.S. f o r c e s  a t  t h e  b r i d g e ;  c ros sed  t h e  b r i d g e ;  
went 150 ya rds  and approached t h e  edge of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  t h e  
o u t s k i r t s  of t h i s  v i l l a g e ;  machinegun was brought  forward,  
and r i g h t  b e f o r e  t h e  machinegun went i n t o  p o s i t i o n  you could 
see t h e  people  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  moving around,  as you have 
mentioned women and c h i l d r e n ;  and t h e  machinegun s tar ts  f i r -
i ng .  Is t h a t  t h e  c o r r e c t  p i c t u r e ?  

A. Y e s ,  t h a t  is  about  t h e  p i c t u r e  t h a t  I could  g ive .  

Q. How f a r  w a s  t h e  machinegun from where you s tood?  

A. About 15 o r  20 f e e t ,  I guess.  
i.-

Q. Who t o l d  t h a t  machinegun t o  commence f i r i n g ?  

A. O u r  l i e u t e n a n t ,  he was up f r o n t  t h e r e .  I c o u l d n ' t  
say whether t h e  l i e u t e n a n t  h imself  t o l d  him d i r e c t l y  t o  
b r i n g  t h e  machinegun. All I know i s  t h a t  t h e  word came back. 
He s a i d ,  "Bring t h e  machinegun up forward,"  and when he d i d ,  
he--of cou r se ,  t h a t  was t h e  u s u a l  procedure  f o r  c l e a r i n g  a 
p l ace .  

Q. Who w a s  o n . t h a t  machinegun team? 

A .  MILUS, MADISON, and I t h i n k  STEINBRECHER might 
have been. There w a s  ano the r  f e l l ow w e  c a l l e d  "Huey," b u t  I 
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d o n ' t  know h i s  name. H e  w a s  a k ind  of  bu lky - l i ke  f e l l o w , .  
huge, you know, b i g  boned. I d o n ' t  remember h i s  name. 

Q* W e  have some prev ious  i n fo rma t ion  t h a t  maybe t h e  
machinegun element  may have been composed of MADISON, WARNER, 
STEINBRECHER, STRACHAN? 

A. Right .  

Q- Was t h a t  u s u a l l y  t h e  machinegun squad,  o r  were 
any of t hose  people  n o t  i n  t h e  machinegun squad? 

A. N o ,  a l l  of t h o s e  people-- there  is  one i n  there - -
would you r e p e a t  t hose  names aga in?  

Q* MADISON, WARNER, STEINBRECHER, STRACHAN. 

A. Yeah, a l l  t h o s e  w e r e  i n  t h e r e .  A l s o ,  w e  had a 
machinegun--well, he  w a s  g iven t h e  machinegun wh i l e  w e  w e r e  
i n  Hav~ai i ,  

Q Who? 

A. MILUS. H e  was a g u n n e r , h i m s e l f .  

Q- MILUS w a s  i n  t h e  machinegun squad? When t h e  
machinegun w a s  brought  forward,  and MILUS w a s  w i t h  t h e  gun, 
who else w a s  w i t h  him? 

A. MADISON. 

Q- MADISON w a s  w i t h  him, and w a s  STEINBRECHER w i . t h  
him? 

A. H e  might have been.  There i s  ano the r  named 
GONZALEZ.  I f  a man would g e t  h u r t  o r  k i l l e d  or something 
he would have t o  be  r ep l aced  and GONZALEZ, he made gunner,  
I t h i n k ,  a f t e r  MILUS d i d .  STEINBRECHER was i n  t h i s  group. 
Now, whether  he  was t h e r e  o r  n o t ,  I d o n ' t  remember. 

Q. I d o n ' t  want you t o  say  so u n l e s s  you have a 
p r e t t y  good p i c t u r e  of  t h a t .  

COL WILSON: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  b e  r eces sed .  

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  1230  h o u r s ,  27 January 
1970 .) 
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(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1325 h o u r s ,  27  January  
1970.) 

COL WILSON:  The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR : The fo l lowing  persons  a r e  p r e s e n t :  COL WILSON 
and LTC NOLL. 

COL WILSON: YGU are reminded t h a t  you a r e  s t i l l  under o a t h .  

J u s t  t o  be  s u r e  t h a t  I ' v e  g o t  it f i x e d ,  you s a i d  
t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  an  o r d e r  to--and I" l i k e  t o  t r y  t o  remember 
what t h i s  o r d e r  was--not t o  k i l l  people ,  o r  what-- that  came 
down about a f t e r  most o f  t h e  f i r i n g  had been completed. 

A. Well,  I j u s t  assumed it meant, you know, n o t  t o ,  
what you might s a y ,  d e s t r o y  anyth ing .  I j u s t  suppose t h a t  
w a s  people  and hootches ,  you know, t h e  same t h i n g .  T h a t ' s  
j u s t  how I accepted  t h e  o r d e r  when it came down, 

Q - You d o n ' t  remember e x a c t l y  what it was, what t h e  
o r d e r  s a i d ?  

A. No. 

Q - And you s a i d  t h a t  you were about  midway through 
t h e  v i l l a g e  when t h i s  order came down. I s m  t a l k i n g  about  
t h e  p l a t o o n ,  n o t  you a s  an i n d i v i d u a l ,  

A. Well ,  w e  had -just e n t e r e d  i n t o  it. W e  w a s n ' t  
what you s a y ,  midway. 

Q - vou j u s t  e n t e r e d .  j n t o  the vj 11-aae3 

A. Y e s .  

Q Had a l l  t h e  f i r i n g  s topped? 

A. W e l l ,  t h a t  was a t  t h e  e n t r a n c e  of  t h e  v i l l a g e  
where t h e  f i r i n g  was going an ,  and t h e  machinegun was c a l l e d  
t o  t h e  f r o n t .  The f i r i n g  commenced. And then  w e  had went 
through q u i t e  a b i t  of f i r i n g  t h e r e .  We d i d n ' t  go on i n t o  
t h e  v i l l a g e .  W e  were s t i l l  t h e r e  when t h i s  c a l l  came down 
n o t  t o ,  you know, d e s t r o y  anyth ing .  That  meant k i l l i n g ,  
any need le s s  k i l l i n g .  
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Q- W e l l ,  what I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  de te rmine  i s ,  was t h e  
f i r i n g  going on when t h i s  o r d e r  came down, and d i d  it s t o p  
on t h a t  o r d e r ,  o r  had it s topped  b e f o r e  t h a t ?  

A .  I t  w a s  going on when the o r d e r  came down. And 
t h e n  when it came dorzrn, it stopped.  

Q Was t h i s  o r d e r  passed  down t o  t h e  squad l e a d e r s ,  
o r  was it j u s t  y e l l e d  o u t  from somebody? 

A.  The o r d e r ?  

Q- Y e s ,  

A. I t  came i n  on t h e  r a d i o .  

Q- I t  came i n  on t h e  squad r a d i o ?  

A. And l i e u t e n a n t  t o l d  us--

Q- ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Over t h e  p l a toon  r a d i o ,  then? 

A. Right .  Over t h e  p l a toon  r a d i o ,  And t h e  l i e u -
t e n a n t  g o t  t h e  message, and he tu rned  t o  h i s  p l a toon ,  and 
he says  t h a t  w e ' r e  n o t  t o  k i l l  anybody, you know, need le s s .  

Q* Okay, t o  t h e  whole p l a toon .  

A. To t h e  whole p l a toon .  

Q And t h e  f i r i n g  s topped a t  t h a t  p o i n t ?  

A. W e l l ,  n o t  a l t o g e t h e r .  There was s t i l l  some f i r i n g  
t h a t  was going on,  cause t h e r e  w a s  s t i l l  a l o t  of commotion, 
a l o t  of people  moving around. We d i d n ' t  know r i g h t  o f f  
whether it was a male o r  what. There w a s  s t i l l  exc i tement  
going on, b u t  it d i d  dec rease  tremendously when t h e  c a l l  d i d  
come i n .  Everybody began t o  k ind  of c o o l  it. 

Q. I thought  t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e n ' t  t o o  many people  
around t h e r e  when t h a t  f i r i n g  w a s  going on. 

A. Well,  l i k e  I s a y ,  t h e r e  w a s ,  I s a i d ,  about  a 
dozen o u t  of t h e  whole t h i n g .  T h a t ' s  about a l l  I seen .  I 
w a s n ' t  what you would say  a t  t h e  f r o n t .  The p o i n t  was mov-
i n g  up t h e r e ,  and t h e  machinegun crew was up t h e r e  then.  
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Q Now, a f t e r  t h e  f i r i n g  and when t h e  s e a r c h i n g  
s t a r t e d ,  and t h e  s e a r c h i n g  of  t h i s  v i l l a g e  occur red  a f t e r  
t he  f i r i n g  had s topped ,  from what I unders tand ,  t hen  d i d  
each squad have a p a r t i c u l a r  s e c t o r  of t h e  v i l l a g e  t h a t  
they  were t o  s e a r c h ,  o r  how was t h i s  done? 

A. W e l l ,  no we d i d n ' t  have,  what you say ,  a p a r t i c u l a r  
s e c t o r .  W; a l l  knew t h a t  w e  were going t o  s ea rch  it. Most 
of us would k ind  of p a i r  o f f .  We had our  squad l e a d e r ,  o f  
course .  What I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  s ay  i s  t h a t  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any 
d i r e c t  o r d e r  from t h e  l i e u t e n a n t  about ,  "You t a k e  t h i s  por-
t i o n ;  you t a k e  t h a t  p o r t i o n . "  A s  a p l a toon ,  we were a l l  
t h e r e  t o g e t h e r ,  and o u r  squad l e a d e r s  j u s t  assumed t h e  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of t a k i n g  t h e i r  own men maybe i n  t h i s  d i r e c -
t i o n .  Like w e  would always h e a r  t h e  o r d e r ,  "Al l  r i g h t ,  f i r s t  
squad,  l e t ' s  g e t  t o g e t h e r .  We a r e  going t o  s e a r c h  t h i s  p a r t .  " 
Sometimes t h e  squad l e a d e r  would t a k e  it upon h imse l f  t o  do 
t h a t  because w e  knew, as f a r  a s  w e  cou ld  s e e ,  it w a s n ' t  a 
tremendous v i l l a g e ,  and we could always s e e  o u r  own men. 
We had t h e  wa te r  over  t o  t h e  r i g h t  and t h e  ocean over  t o  t h e  
l e f t ,  and it d i d n ' t  look l i k e  t o o  b i g  of an a r e a .  So w e  
j u s t  more o r  l e s s  s p l i t  up, a l l  squad s i z e .  

Q8 Now, w e r e  you t o l d  which h u t s  t o  s ea rch?  Your 
p a i r ,  you and t h e  o t h e r ?  

A. Not d i r e c t l y  because they  were a l l  bunched up 
t h e r e  t o g e t h e r ,  

Q. How long  d i d  i t  t a k e  you t o  s ea rch  t h e s e  hootches ,  
you and GARCIA? 

A. W e l l ,  w e  w e r e  t h e r e  tKe b i g g e s t  p o r t i o n  of  t h e  
day. 

Q. Did you s t a y  i n  t h a t  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Yeah, j u s t  about a l l  day. 

Q e  And, how long  were you, y o u r s e l f ,  and GARCIA in -
volved i n  s e a r c h i n g  b e f o r e  you s topped  sea rch ing?  

A. I t  might have been 2 ,  3 ,  4 hours .  

Q. That  long? 

A. Like I s a y ,  we were t h e r e  a l l  day. 
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Q. . No, I d o n ' t  mean how long d i d  you s t a y  t h e r e .  I 
mean how long  w e r e  you a c t i v e l y  s ea rch ing?  

Oh, maybe a couple  of hours .  

Q - Two hours .  How many hootches  d i d  you and GARCIA 
s e a r c h  i n  t h a t  2 hours?  

A. Maybe--well, t h a t ' s  k ind  of ha rd  t o  answer. 

Q - Approximately? 

A. Might have been seven,  e i g h t ,  n ine ,  o r  something 
l i k e  t h a t .  

Q - Somewhere around t e n  o r  below? 

A. Right .  

Q - Did you f i n d  anyth ing  unusual  i n  any of  t h e s e  
hootches?  

A. No. I t  looked j u s t  l i k e  a normal v i l l a g e .  

Q - D i d  you f i n d  any pecp le  i n  them? 

A. No. Most of  t h e  ones  t h a t  I d i d  search.  o u t ,  
t h e r e  w e r e  n o t  people  i n  them. They had a l r e a d y  bunched up 
over  t h e r e  on t h e  ocean.  When a l l  t h e  f i r i n g  was going on,  
you know, they  k ind  of g e t  t o g e t h e r ,  k i n d  of huddled l i . ke  
t h a t  t o g e t h e r .  

Q You d i d n ' t  f i n d  anyth ing  of  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  
hootches?  

A. No, s u r e  d i d n ' t ,  no. 

Q. Th i s  f i g u r e s  o u t  about  f o u r  o r  f i v e  hootches  p e r
hour  on t h e  s e a r c h  b a s i s  w i t h  two men. Is t h a t  about r i g h t ?  

A. Yeah. 

Q. You d i d n ' t  f i n d  any bod ie s  i n  t h e s e  hootches?  

A. Not i n s i d e  t h e  hootches ,  no. 
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Q. A f t e r  you g o t  through s e a r c h i n g ,  and you were 
sea rch ing  f o r  about  2 hours  you s a y ,  where di.d you go then?  

A. W e l l ,  o f  cou r se ,  we had t h e  e x p l o s i v e s .  W e  had 
those  flown i n  t o  u s ,  and t h i s  was going on. Our p o i n t  men 
and men of t h e  p l a t o o n  were blowing t h e  bunkers .  Tha t  was 
mostly l e f t  t o  o u r  p o i n t  men, blowing t h e s e  t u n n e l s .  And 
we w e r e  s t i l l  s e a r c h i n g ,  and we maybe went back two o r  t h r e e  
t i m e s  t o  t h e  same hootches  s e a r c h i n g  i n  case  w e  over looked 
something,  because w e  thought  we were looking  f o r  something. 
When y o u ' r e  ove r  t h e r e  q u i t e  a wh i l e  and you see a VC p r i n t ,  
i f  you look down on t h e  ground you recognize  it, s e e ?  

Q Y e s .  

A .  And, t h e r e  were t r a c k s  a l l  over  t h e  p l a c e .  They 
were made by,  we supposed,  male--you know, men. And, s o  the 
exp los ions  w e r e  s t i l l  going on. The whole p l a t o o n  had al-
ready i n f i l t r a t e d ,  you know, o u t  of t h i s  l i t t l e  v i l l a g e  h e r e .  
My squad,  w e  went ove r  t o  t h e  ocean t h e r e ,  and t h e r e  w e r e  
some people  coming down. I w a s  i n  t h i s  group. I n  o t h e r  
words, w e  must have g o t  word t o  s t a y  ove r  t h e r e .  There was 
a t r a i l  t h a t  l e d  from t h e  v i l l a g e  on t o  t h e  beach ,  and w e  
s t a y e d  t h e r e ,  t h e  b i g g e s t  p o r t i o n  of my squad,  a f t e r  we had 
a l r e a d y  done s e a r c h i n g  of  t h e  hootches .  We had n o t  burned 
them o r  any th ing ,  s o  we were s e t t i n g  t h e r e  i n  ca se  somebody 
came up. There were a  couple  of  women t h a t  d i d  come up the 
beach,  and w e  took them i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  you know, g o t  the 
people  t o g e t h e r .  T h a t ' s  how w e  had t h i s  l i t t l e  group of 
about ,  I d o n ' t  know, about 2 0 ,  l i k e  I s a i d  a w h i l e  ago, a l l  
i n  t h i s  one hootch.  You know, w e  d i d n ' t  know what t o  do 
wi th  them--

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  So a c t u a l l y ,  you s t a y e d  i n  the 
v i c i n i t y  of t h e  v i l l a g e  most of  t h e  day? 

A. Tha t  's r i g h t .  

Q D i d  t h e  p l a t o o n  e v e r  come back a s  a group,  o r  di.d 
you move i n  and form a pe r ime te r ,  o r  what w a s  t h e  d i . s p o s i t i o n  
of t h e  p l a toon?  

A. W e l l ,  w e  w e r e  p r e t t y  much a l l  s c a t t e r e d  o u t .  W e  
had a l o t  t h a t  was s t i l l  blowing t h e  t u n n e l s  up. F i n a l l y ,  w e  
a l l  began t o  g e t  t o g e t h e r .  W e  a l l  s t a k e d  o u t  r i g h t  t h e r e ,  
w e l l ,  it seemed l i k e  w e  s t a y e d  t h e r e  a l l  day. When w e  
d i d  form back up, t h e y ,  of  course ,  b u r n t  t h e  hootches  
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down t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  t ime because we were l e a v i n g  o u t .  When 
w e  l e f t  o u t ,  w e  were going i n  t h e  n o r t h  d i r e c t i o n .  Now, t h i s  
w a s ,  I d o n ' t  know, it could  have been around 3 o r  4 o ' c l o c k  
t h a t  evening.  I t  was g e t t i n g  toward t h e  l a t e r  a f t e rnoon .  

Q. A t  t h e  t i m e  you g o t  ready t o  l e a v e  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  
you burned it and then  went n o r t h ?  

A. Right .  

Q Did you l e a v e  t h e  people  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  o r  d i d  
you t a k e  t h e  people  w i t h  you? 

A. W e  l e f t  them. 

A l l  of  them? 

A. Every one of  them. And l i k e  I s a y ,  t h e r e  could 
have been a woman t h a t  was p u t  on t h e  p o i n t ,  because w e  were 
always h i t t i z g  t h e s e  booby t r a p s  an2 t l ~ i n q sl i k e  t h a t .  
There could  have been one l e a d i n g  ou r  p l a t o o n  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  
A l l  o f  t h e  people  t h a t  were l e f t ,  we j u s t  l e f t  them t h e r e .  

Q. You d i d n ' t  know what t h e  body count  was? 

A. I d i d n ' t  know. 

Q Did you e v e r  h e a r  any rumors about  t h e  number of  
people  k i l l e d  t h a t  day by B Company? 

A. No. 

Q. Did you h e a r  any rumors about  t h e  number of 
people  k i l l e d  by t h e  1st P la toon?  

A. No. I d i d  h e a r  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  a c h i l d ,  a l i t t l e  
boy, baby, o r  something l i k e  t h a t  i n  a t u n n e l ,  and a woman 
was pinned i n  t h e r e  and she  c o u l d n ' t  g e t  o u t ,  and I d o n ' t  
know what happened t o  t h a t .  

Q. That  w a s  i n  t h i s  v i l l a g e ?  

A .  Y e s .  That  was when a l l  of  t h i s  w a s  going on. She 
could have been t r apped  i n  t h e r e  because they  used t h e s e  big 
o l d  r a i l r o a d  t i e s  when they  would suppor t  t h o s e  h o l e s  t h a t  
t hey  dug. I d i d  h e a r  t h a t ,  b u t  t h a t ' s  t h e  on ly  rumor t h a t  
I know o f .  
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MR WALSH: A f t e r  chow, t h e r e  appa ren t ly  were some people  
k i l l e d  over  by t h e  beach.  Do  you remember t h a t ?  

A. No. 

Q Do you remember any f i r i n g  over  on t h e  beach? 

A. What do you mean when you say  t h e  beach? 

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  We were t h e r e  on t h e  beach by our-
s e l v e s .  

(1 Y e s ,  I know what you mean. There was a rise i n  
ground i n  t h e  c e n t e r  of t h i s  t h i n g  when you came over  t h i s  
b r i d g e  and t h e r e  were hootches  and a t r a i l  w a s  on one s i d e  
of t h e  rise of ground,  and on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  was t h e  ocean. 
When I say  t h e  beach I mean over  on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e .  There 
was some i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  about 2 o ' c l o c k  i n  t h e  af ternoon--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  N o t  t o  my knowledge. I d o n ' t  re-
member anyth ing  l i k e  t h a t .  

Q - I knew you 've  g iven  us a p r e t t y  good d e s c r i p t i o n  
on t h i s ,  b u t  I j u s t  want t o  make s u r e  t h a t  I a m  c l e a r .  I ' v e  
drawn a l i t t l e  s k e t c h ,  and I want t o  know i f  t h i s  i s  b a s i c a l -
l y  r i g h t .  (Mete: t h e  ske t ch  was n o t  r e c e i v e d  i n  ev idence .  ) 
Ycu came a c r c s s  t h e  b r i d g e ,  2nd t h e r e  w a s  a l i t t l e  t r a i l  
t h a t  went o u t ,  and it went sou th  l i k e  t h a t ,  and t h e  ocean i.s 
over  he re .  Is t h a t  r i g h t . ?  

A. R i g h t ,  

C2 % Dces the 7scvnd froa t h e  t r a i l  s l c p  u p  t o  3 high 
p o i n t  t o  t h e  beach? How f a r  away from t h e  t r a i l  is  t h e  t o p  
of t h e  h i l l ?  

A. The t r a i l  t h a t  I mentioned? 

Q Y e s ,  t h e  t r a i l  t h a t  went down t o  t h e  hootches .  

A. R igh t .  

Q Between t h a t  t r a i l  and between t h e  ocean,  i f  you 
make t h i s  ocean h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) ,  t h e  ground goes up and 
then  down t o  t h e  ocean aga in .  

(H m L1 46 APP T-240 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

A. I t ' s  n o t  a g r e a t  i n c l i n e  t h e r e .  I t  does go up. 
AS you g e t  about  midway, o r  b e t t e r  t han  midway, from t h e  
v i l l a g e  t h a t  t h i s  t r a i l  goes through,  t h e r e  i s  a b reak ,  a 
lot of  shrubbery t h a t  gces o v e r  t o  t h e  beach.  

Q- How f a r  from sou th  of t h e  b r i d g e  would t h a t  
t r a i l  be? 

A. About 150 meters, I would say.  

Q. Is t h a t  t r a i l  j u s t  about  a t  about  t h e  same p o i n t  
where t h o s e  hootches '  s t a r t ?  

A. Y e s ,  i f  you a r e  walking down t h e  middle o f  t h e  
v i l l a g e  i t s e l f .  A s  you g e t  a l i t t l e  b e t t e r  t h a n  midway 
i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  it j u s t  make a real good l e f t  t u r n .  

Q A r e  t h e  hootches  on t h e  ocean s i d e  of t h e  t r a i l ,  
or a r e  t hey  on bo th  s i d e s  of t h e  t r a i l ?  

A. They a r e  a c t u a l l y  on bo th  s i d e s ,  There  are 
hootches  r i g h t  down i n  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  and they  a r e  a l l  
over  everywhere. 

Q. On bo th  s i d e s  of t h e  t r a i l ?  

A. Right .  

Q Where, approximately ,  was t h e  machinegun set  up? 

A. A s  you come around t h i s  going i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  
h e r e c w e  g o t  about  r i g h t  h e r e  on t h e  e n t r a n c e  of th.e v i l l a g e .  
I say t h e  e n t r a n c e  t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  because we had n o t  g o t t e n  
i n t o  i t ,  y e t ,  because w e  had n o t  begun t o  s e a r c h  it l i k e  we 
ought t o .  The gun was s e t  up j u s t  about  a t  t h e  en t r ance .  

Q. S e t  up r i g h t  on t h i s  t r a i l ?  

A&. Righ t  t h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  . 
Q. Was t h e  p o i n t  team forward of t h e  machinegun, o r  
were they  r i g h t  around i t ?  

A. That  i s  k ind  of  ha rd  t o  say .  They were r i g h t  
around i t ,  and they  were o u t  i n  t h i s  a r e a ,  t oo .  The p o i n t  
men a r e  always forward.  
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Q. Were most of t h e  hootches  r i g h t  around t h e  t r a i l ,  
ox d i d  some of  them go on down t o  t h e  r i v e r  t o  t h e  r i g h t ?  

A. No. They were mostly m o r e . c l o s e r - t o  t h e  beach 
t h a n  t o  t h e  r i v e r .  

Q Was t h e  p l a toon  sp read  o u t  a l l  a long  t h e  t r a i l  
going back ' t o  t h e  b r i d g e ,  o r  was everybody p u l l e d  up on l i n e ?  

.A. No. We s t i l l  had men c u t  around t h e  t r a i l  he re .  

Q Was t h e  l i e u t e n a n t  up f r o n t  o r  i n  t h e  back? 

A. No. The l i e u t e n a n t  was up f r o n t  where t h e  machine-
gun w a s  a t .  

Q Okay. Tha t  c l e a r s  it up f o r  m e .  

LTC NOLL: You d o n ' t  know why t h e  l i e u t e n a n t  deployed t h e  
machinegun a t  t h i s  t ime ,  do you? 

A. W e l l ,  n o t  as I know o f .  Like I s a y ,  t h i s  i s  j u s t  
one of t hose  miss ions . '  I t  could j u s t  throw o u t  more f i r e -
power, you know. I t  was j u s t  a way of  c l e a r i n g  an a r e a ,  you 
know. 

Q You d i d n ' t  have any i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  you were go ing  
t o  r e c e i v e  h o s t i l e  f i r e  a t  t h i s  t ime,  o t h e r  t h a n  p o s s i b l y  
a s t r o n g  s u s p i c i o n ?  

A. Y e s .  W e  were a n t i c i p a t i n g  j u s t  about  any th ing ,  
because,  l i k e  I say ,  we a l r e a d y  had a grenade thrown a t  us .  

Q During t h e  t ime of  t h i s  demol i t ion  of t h e  bunkers ,  
when th.ey wou3.d blow a hunker , '  d.id t.hey examine t.h.e inside o f  
it t o  know i f  t h e r e  was anyone i n s i d e  of  it b e f o r e  they 
blew i t ?  

A. That  can be  answered bo th  ways. Sometimes they  
would check it o u t ,  and then  sometimes they would j u s t  go 
ahead and throw t h e  exp los ive  i n  t h e r e ,  and t h e n  they  would 
check it o u t .  What came t o  h i s  mind, t h a t  was j u s t  what he 
d i d .  Like I s a y ,  they  could work it e i t h e r  way. 

Q. I t h i n k  you mentioned f o u r  women up on t h e  h i l l  
which s o r t  of s t o o d  o u t  i n  your mind. Do you k n ~ wwhat 
happened t o  them? 
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A. No, I d o n ' t  know what happened t o  them. I only 
seen them t h a t  one time. Whether anybody s h o t  them o r  what, 
I d o n ' t  know. I d i d n ' t  even see  t h a t .  They were j u s t  t h e r e  
together .  That I s  a l l  I can remember of them. 

LTC NOLL: Were you c l o s e  enough t o  the  p la toon l eader  t o  
know i f  he s e n t  any r e p o r t s  back t o  t h e  company commander? 

A. No, I don ' t .  

COL WILSON: W e  go t  t o  t h e  end of t h e  evening t h e r e  when t h e  
searches had been completed. You say you moved o u t  before  
dark t o  t h e  nor th  and went i n t o  l a a g e r  t h a t  n i g h t .  Did any-
t h i n g  of i n t e r e s t  happen between t h e  v i l l a g e  t h a t  you search-
ed and t h e  l a a g e r  p o s i t i o n ?  

A. No. 

Q When you moved t o  t h e  l a a g e r  p o s i t i o n ,  what d i d  
you do, d i g  i n  and s e t  up a per imeter?  

A. I th ink  they flew us i n  some chow t h e r e .  We were 
r i g h t  t h e r e  on t h e  beach. W e  could v i s i o n  t h e  ocean. You 
c o u l d n ' t  s e e  t h e  ocean when you come across  t h a t  b r idge  near  
t h e  v i l l a g e ,  t h a t  one I was j u s t  t a l k i n g  about.  You c o u l d n ' t  
s e e  t h e  ocean from t h a t ,  bu t  you could hea r  it. That rise 
kep t  you from see ing  t h a t ,  bu t  we l e f t  out  of t h e  v i l l a g e  
and went out  t o  our  l a a g e r  p o s i t i o n .  We took some water on 
t h e  way o u t  and continued t o  f i n d  a n i g h t  l aager .  So we 
g o t  r i g h t  t h e r e  on t h e  beach, and I b e l i e v e  they  s e n t  some 
of these  Vietnamese pol ice- type people i n  a t  t h a t  time. 
They might have went over  t o  t h e  CO, Captain MICHLES. I 
d o n ' t  know. But I do remember them people coming i n .  When 
we got  i n  our  l a a g e r  p o s i t i o n  t h e r e  was a s h i p  t h a t  was 
coming i n  t o  t h e  beach, probably fishermen. We'd g e t  t h e s e  
people n o t  ( inaudible-2 o r  3 words) our  p la toon ,  and we'd 
g e t  them down and t h a t ' s  when they brought i n  those  Vietnam-
e s e  i n t e r r o g a t o r s  t o  t a l k .  But what went on down t h e r e ,  I 
d o n ' t  know- I w a s  on t h e  beach s t i l l ,  I t h i n k ,  a l l  of t h a t  
t ime. They f l ew 'us  i n  some C-rat ions,  and we were wa i t ing  
on t h a t  t o  t a k e  it back t o  the  l a a g e r  p o s i t i o n  r i g h t  t h e r e  
on t h e  beach. And t h a t ' s  about a l l  I can say t o  t h a t .  

Q You say on t h e  way back you picked up your mortar? 
Is t h a t  what you s a i d ?  Did you say t h a t ?  

A. Water. 
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Q. O h ,  water! Where'd you p ick  t h i s  up? 

A. Out of  a w e l l .  

Q Okay. This  w a s n ' t  something t h a t  was r e s u p p l i e d ?  

A .  No, I guess  w e  drunk more' Vietnamese water t h a n  
w e  d i d  government w a t e r  over  t h e r e .  

Q. Okay. Did you see any of t h e  mor ta r  p l a t o o n  over  
i n  t h a t  a r e a  t h a t  day? 

A. No. 

Q* And you moved up t o  your l a a g e r  p o s i t i o n ?  And 
you g o t  t h e r e  b e f o r e  dark  o r  w a s  it--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Y e s ,  b e f o r e  dark .  . 

Q- You mentioned a s h i p .  

A. W e l l ,  t h ey  was probably  f isherman.  Some Vietnam-
e s e  people.come i n .  I t  had male personne l  on it. And w e  
was always c u r i o u s ,  and t h e y  came i n  t h e r e .  W e  g o t  up on 
t h e  s h i p  and t h e y  w a s  a few k i d s  t h a t  had come down f u r t h e r  
from t h e  n o r t h  o u t  of t h i s  v i l l a g e .  And s o  a chopper f l ew 
i n ,  I d o n ' t  know, t h r e e  o r  f o u r  o r  f i v e  of t h e s e  Vietnamese 
i n t e r r o g a t o r s ,  and they  was speaking  t o  t h e s e  people .  Always 
i n t e r r o g a t i o n ,  you know, t h a t  was f o r e v e r  going on ove r  
t h e r e .  They a i r - l i f t e d  them o u t  of t h e r e  b e f o r e  dark  w h i l e  
t h i s  w a s  t a k i n g  p l a c e  and they  f lew us i n  some C-ra t ions .  I 
guess we walked around 20 t o  25 f e e t ,  and r i g h t  t h e r e  on 
t h a t  r i s e  I w a s  t e l l i n g  you about ,  you know, k i n d  of down 
a l i t t l e  b i t ,  w e  had dug i n ,  and t h a t ' s  where we l a a g e r e d  
t h a t  n i g h t ,  J u s t  ous p la toon .  

Q When t h e s e  b o a t s  were around w i t h  t h e  VC--I mean 
w i t h  t h e  Vietnamese on them, d i d  you s e e  a U.S., sma l l  U.S.--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Yeah, a p a t r o l  b o a t .  

Q. Okay. Did you s e e  any members of  t h a t  b o a t  come 
o f f  t h e  b o a t  and g e t  on sho re  and t a l k  t o  anybody? 

A. No. I ,  

Q- Thi s  was t h e  f i r s t  day now, r i g h t ?  
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A. The f i r s t  day,  r i g h t .  

Q - Okay. 

A. Yeah, I remember t h e  b o a t  now. I t  was r i d i n g  
around o u t  t h e r e .  I d o n ' t  remember it coming up t o  the--

Q = ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Did t h e s e  people  t h a t  w e r e  coming 
up t o  t h e  beach appear  t o  be  s e n t  t h e r e  from t h i s  b o a t ,  
U.S. b o a t ?  

A. Y e s ,  now t h a t  you mention i t ,  they  d i d .  We assumed 
t h a t  because they  w e r e  s a i l i n g  around o u t  t h e r e .  They knew 
t h a t  we were t h e r e ,  and we wanted t o  t r y  t o  communicate w i t h  
them, and I guess  t hey  g o t  t h e  p i c t u r e  t h a t  w e  wanted t o  t a l k  
w i t h  them, s o  t hey  headed s t r a i g h t  on i n  t o  us .  They landed 
t h e i r  b o a t  r i g h t  t h e r e  a t  t h e  beach.  T h a t ' s  where they  
w e r e  i n t e r r o g a t i n g ,  t h e r e .  

3. Okay. The2 y x  hzd some T?ie,tnemese Nat ions1  Po-
l ice  o r  ARVN come i n  t h e r e  by h e l i c o p t e r .  Do you remember 
how many? 

A. Four o r  f i v e ,  I imagine.  

Q I$.ere they  ARVN, or  were they  Na t iona l  P o l i c e ?  

A. W e l l ,  I b e l i e v e  t h e s e  were t h e  Na t iona l  P o l i c e  
because they  wore n i c e r  weapon, you know, h o l s t e r - t y p e  p i s -
t o l s .  

Q- D i d  t hey  have he lmets  on? 

A.  No, j u s t  r e g u l a r  c l o t h  h a t s .  

Q. What c o l o r  w a s  t h e i r  uniforms? 

A.  Just p l a i n  c l o t h e s .  

Q. C i v i l i a n  c l o t h e s ?  

A. For  i n s t a n c e ,  one had on j u s t  r e g u l a r  c i v i l i a n  
c l o t h e s .  Now, p o s s i b l y  o u t  of  t h o s e  o t h e r s  t h a t  were w i t h  
him might have had on t h e s e  camouflage looking  type  uniforms.  
But t h e  weapons, you know, w e r e  l i k e  i n  a h o l s t e r .  They w e r e  
r e a l  n i c e .  And I guess  p o s s i b l y  they  were t h e  Na t iona l  
P o l i c e .  
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Q Now, t h e y  came i n  by h e l i c o p t e r .  Is t h i s  t h e  
same t ime t h a t  your r a t i o n s  were brought  i n ?  O r  are we 
t a l k i n g  about  a d i f f e r e n t  h e l i c o p t e r ?  

A .  No, t h i s  h e l i c o p t e r  had - - tha t ' s  a l l  he brought
i n .  This  f i r s t  h e l i c o p t e r  b rought  i n  t h e  Na t iona l  P o l i c e .  

Q. Okay. 

A. And a f t e r  a l l  t h i s  was over  w i th ,  a l i t t l e  la ter  
t h a t  evening we had a chopper cane i n  and brought  us some 
C-ra t ions  . 
Q. You d i d n ' t  g e t  a h o t  r a t i o n  t h a t  n i g h t ?  

A. N O ,  n o t  a s  I r e c a l l .  I b e l i e v e  I p icked  up a 
case  o f  C- ra t ions  myself and c a r r i e d  them ove r  t o  ou r  l a a g e r  
p o s i t i o n .  

Q. id t h e  Na t iona l  P o l i c e  s t a y  wi th  you t h a t  n i g h t ,  
o r  d i d  t hey  go back? 

A. They went back.  

Q Did they  go back on t h i s  h e l i c o p t e r  t h a t  b rought  
your  r a t i o n s  o u t ?  Did t h e y  t a k e  any of t h e s e  Vietnamese 
w i t h  them, v i l l a g e r s ,  n a t i v e s  o f  t h e  a r e a ?  

A. They might have. I d o n ' t  remember i f  t hey  d i d  o r  
no t .  

Q . Did you s e e  any of  t h e s e  i n t e r r o g a t i o n s  going on? 

A, No, 

Q. Did you h e a r  about  t h e  i n t e r r o g a t i o n s ?  

A. I s u r e  d i d n ' t  because they  were a t  t h e  CP group,  
you know, where t hey  were involved .  I remained on t h e  beach.  
There w a s  some l i t t l e  Vietnamese k i d s  o u t  t h e r e ,  and I w a s  
watching t h a t  p a t r o l  b o a t  s a i l  around o u t  t h e r e ,  and more n r  
l e s s  s e c u r i t y .  We d i d n ' t  a l l  bunch up t h e r e .  We had t o  
p u l l  s e c u r i t y  o r  something,  and w e  were o u t  t h e r e  on t h e  
beach f o r  t h a t  purpose.  

Q. You c o u l d n ' t  s e e  what was going on back a t  t h e  
CP then?  
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& Did you have any communication w i t h  t h e  CP? 

A. No. 

Q Would you recognize  any of t h e s e  Na t iona l  P o l i c e  
i f  you saw photographs of them? 

A. The f e l l ow t h a t  was i n  c i v i l i a n  c l o t h i n g ,  I might.  
I d o n ' t  know. They a l l  look a l i k e ,  you know. 

Q Yes, b u t  i s  t h e r e  any f e a t u r e  t h a t  you can r e c a l l  
t h a t  you might remember about  one? 

A. W e l l ,  he  wore t h i s  h e r e ,  l i k e  I s a y ,  l i t t l e  c l o t h  
h a t ,  and he had on j u s t  a p a i r  of t r o u s e r s  and s h i r t ,  j u s t  
c i v i l i a n - t y p e  c l o t h i n g .  

Q Any p h y s i c a l  f e a t u r e s ,  s c a r s ,  o r  markings on t h e  
body cr any th i cg  lilcc that, t h z t  you might r e c a l l  zSo;zt one 
of  t h e s e  people?  

A. No, j u s t  a skinny-type f e l l ow.  H e  d i d n ' t  have 
any s p e c i f i c  markings on him. 

Q. You s t a y e d  t h e r e  s v e r n i g h t .  Who was o u t  on t h e  
beach w i t h  you? Was GARCIA s t i l l  w i t h  you? 

A. Yes. 

Q You and GARCIA. Were you on an o u t p o s t  o r  some-
t h i n g ,  o r  was t h i s  p a r t  of  t h i s  pe r ime te r?  

A. T h i s  w a s  p a r t ' o f  o u r  p e r i m e t e r .  
6 

Q - - Who else was o u t  t h e r e  c l o s e  t o  you b e s i d e s  
GARCIA? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember, I s u r e  d o n ' t .  

Q . Now, d i d  anyth ing  happen d u r i n g  t h e  n i g h t ?  

A. Wel l ,  you mentioned t h a t  woman awhi le  ago t h a t  
might have been t aken  as a p o i n t ,  s o r t  of  a p o i n t .  I t  seems 
l i k e  t h a t  r i n g s  a b e l l .  Maybe s h e  was t h e r e .  She was w i t h  
TAYLOR and HOOTON and them ove r  t h e r e .  They were c l o s e  t o  
the--they s t a y e d  c l o s e  t o  t h e  CP group because  they  was--
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when t h e r e  w e r e  a cho ice  of  p o i n t ,  you know, and you j u s t  
d i d n ' t  f i n d  men who vo lun tee red  t o  be p o i n t  t h a t  way. We 
were proud of them. They were c l o s e r  t o  t h e  CP group.  Our 
l i e u t e n a n t - - I  faced--my foxhole  pos i t i on - - I  f aced  back t o  
t h i s  v i l l a g e  o u t  h e r e ,  back towards t h e  s o u t h ,  and t h i s  was 
a k ind  of a newcomer, t h i s  guy t h a t  w a s  i n  t h e  foxhole  w i t h  
us. I t h i n k  t h e r e  was about  t h r e e  of us t h e r e ,  and I d o n ' t  
remember h i s  name, s o  behind ou r  foxhole ,  on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  
of t h e  p e r i m e t e r ,  I t h i n k  TAYLOR and them was s e t  up, and 
then  our  CP group w a s  k ind  of i n  behind him t h e r e ,  s o  t h a t ' s  
about  a l l - -

Q ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Well ,  was any o t h e r  Vietnamese 
t h a t  you can r e c a l l  w i t h i n  t h e  p e r i m e t e r ,  a s i d e  from t h e  
p o s s i b i l i t y  of t h a t  one g i r l  t h a t  TAYLOR used f o r  a p o i n t  
and t h e  Na t iona l  P o l i c e ?  Were t h e r e  any o t h e r  Vietnamese 
i n  t h e  p e r i m e t e r  t h e r e ?  You had a bunch of  them t u r n e d  
over  t o  you from t h e  b o a t  t h a t  came i n  from t h e  b o a t .  
They d i d n ' t  s t a y  t h e r e  t h a t  n i g h t ?  They l e f t ?  How long 
were they  i n  t h a t  pe r ime te r?  

A. Well ,  w e  had n o t  y e t  formed a pe r ime te r .  W e  were 
j u s t  t h e r e .  

Q Y e s ,  okay. How long  were t hey  w i t h  you? 

A. Approximately 30 minutes .  I t  w a s n ' t  t o o  long.  

Q. Okay. Did TAYLOR have a technique  when h e  had 
e i t h e r  a male o r  a female o u t  on t h e  p o i n t  l i k e  t h a t  t o  
c l e a r  t h e  way t o  p u t  a rope on them? 

A. Y e s ,  I ' v e  s een  t h a t .  

Q What w a s  t h e  purpose of t h a t  rope? 

A. Wel l ,  it was j u s t  t o  exp res s  h i s  a u t h o r i t y ,  I 
guess ,  ove r  the--you know, i n  a measure t h a t  way. I ' m  s u r e  
it d i d n ' t  mean anyth ing .  I t  w a s n ' t ,  you know, t o  h u r t  them. 

Q Was t h i s  rope t i e d  around t h e  w a i s t  o r  what? 

A. Wel l ,  I have seen  it around t h e  neck and--there 
w a s  no s p e c i f i c  s p o t  t h a t  it would be t i e d - - i f  t hey  t r i e d  
t o  run away o r  something l i k e  t h a t .  
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Q - It was done n o t  j u s t  i n  one case  then?  I t  was 
done s e v e r a l  t i m e s ,  t h e  u se  of t h e  rope? 

A. Well ,  l i k e  I s a y ,  I wi tnes sed  it more than  once.  
Not a l l  t h e  t ime.  

Q - Was t h i s  always w i t h  t h e  p o i n t  group,  o r  was it 
used w i t h  o t h e r  groups,  t h e  u se  of t h e  rope? 

A .  Oh, no. Like I s a y ,  o u r  p o i n t  group d i d  do t h a t  
q u i t e  a l o t  if they  could ,  you know, g e t  somebody t o  l e a d  
a p o i n t  t h a t  way. I t  be ing  t h e  u s u a l  p rocedure  of anyone 
t h a t  had a p o i n t ,  no. I c o u l d n ' t  s ay  t h a t  t o  be  t r u e  a t  a l l .  

Q- A l l  r i g h t .  I guess  you sacked o u t  t h a t  n i g h t .  
D i d  you s l e e p  all n i g h t ,  o r  d i d  you go on s e c u r i t y  a t  any 
t ime? Did you r o t a t e  o r  what? 

A. Yeah, we r o t a t e d .  

,,l- - - -81 Vho.y a YG-G stztsd nathiny Y,;rpezed d-ci~ingt h e  
n i g h t  as you r e c a l l ,  a t  leas t  a s  you s t a t e d ?  

LTC NOLL: How many f i s h i n g  b o a t s  d i d  you s e e  come i n ?  Do 
l7ou reca l l?  

A *  FZc2.2, the only  ona that I raxcmbcr was t h a t  t h a t  
came t o  us .  

Q. You d i d n ' t  s e e  any o t h e r s  o u t  t h e r e ?  

A .  Yes, t h e r e  were more b o a t s  o u t  t h e r e - .  They d i d n ' t  
s t a n d  o u t  l i k e  t h i s  one p a r t i c u l a r  one d i d .  

COL WILSON: The n e x t  morning, what d i d  you a l l  do f i r s t ?  

A. S i r ,  t h e  n e x t  morning, I t h i n k  we w e r e  t o  meet 
back up w i t h  t h e  rest of t h e  company.' I b e l i e v e  we went 
back down t h a t  t r a i l .  A s  w e  were moving, I was toward t h e  
l a t t e r  end of ou r  p l a t o o n  t h i s  t ime because they  never  made 
one squad fo l low t h e  point squad eve ry  t i m e  we went o u t  be- 
cause it w a s  r o t a t e d .  W e  r o u t e d  down t h e  t r a i l ,  and we re-
ce ived  some--I b e l i e v e  we r e c e i v e d  some f i r e  from t h i s  bank 
t h a t  I w a s  t e l l i n g  you about ,  t o  my l e f t  ove r  t o  t h e  ocean.  
Remember, w e ' r e  moving back t o  t h e  sou th  nDw, going down 
t h i s  t r a i l  w e  had come up t h e  n i g h t  b e f o r e .  We was going 
back toward t h a t  b r i d g e ,  s o  we r e c e i v e d  some f i r e .  We d i d n ' t  
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know what was coning o f f .  I f i r e d  one o r  two s h o t s .  So 
TAYLOR! l i k e  I s a i d ,  he  w a s  a p r e t t y  smar t  f e l l o w  I guess .  
He always wore a bayonet  on h i s  r i f l e .  He was prob ing ,  yon 
know, t h e  t r a i l  as w e  moved because w e  pe rce ived  they  may- 
be booby t r apped  t h e  t r a i l s .  And we g o t  back there--we'd 
a l r e a d y  g o t  back t h e r e  t o  t h e  b r i d g e .  We w e r e  p inned down 
r i g h t  t h e r e  a t  the--wel l ,  a f t e r  w e  r ece ived  t h i s  s n i p e r  f i r e  
we was pinned down, and I d o n ' t  remember i f  w e  r e t u r n e d  any 
f i r e  t o  amount t o  any th ing ,  b u t  o u r  p o i n t  men went on ahead 
t o  do some checking c u t ,  and about  t h a t  t i m e  we h e a r d  an  
exp los ion ,  and w e  d i d n ' t  know what was happening. T h a t ' s  
when TAYLOR l ~ s th i s - -go t  h i s  f o o t  blown o f f  t h e r e .  He h i t  
a  mine w i t h  h i s  r i f l e  t h e r e  a t  t h e  b r i d g e .  And w e  f i n a l l y  
got  him o u t  of t h e r e ,  A h e l i c o p t e r  had t o  come i n .  I t h i n k  
t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  r e c e i v e d  some f i r e  from t h i s - - I  t h i n k  it could  
have been toward t h e  v i l l a g e ,  maybe o f f  t h a t  bank c l o s e  t o  
t h e  ocean.  The h e l i c o p t e r  was t r y i n g  t o  g e t  i n .  So a f t e r  
t h a t  happened o u r  CP group o r  t h e  r e s t  of t h e  company w e r e  
t r y i n g  t o  come a c r o s s  t h e  b r i d g e ,  and they  had t h e s e  mine 
d e t e c t o r s ,  and I t h i n k  t h e y  blew something l i k e  two o r  t h r e e  
o r  f o u r  more mines coming a c r o s s  t h i s  b r i d g e ,  ' cause  t h e y  had 
it f u l l y  booby t r apped  a f t e r  w e  had come a c r o s s  it t h e  pre -  
v ious  day. Ar,d t hen  we--this i s  when we g o t  on l i n e ,  a f t e r  
we g o t  TAYLOR medevac'd o u t  of  t h e r e .  We k ind  o f  g o t  on 
l i n e ,  and then  w e  swept t h i s  v i l l a g e  aga in  t h a t  w e  had j u s t  
came o u t  of it t h e  p rev ious  day.  We went on down f u r t h e r  
s o u t h ,  i n v e s t i g a t i n g ,  s ea rch ing .  I t h i n k  it was j u s t  more 
o r  l e s s  a l l  t h e  company t h e r e  t o g e t h e r .  I f  I remember it 
r i g h t ,  w e  w r c  a l l  together t h e r e  a t  t h e  t ime a c i n g  t h e  
s ea rch ing .  So  a f t e r  t h a t ,  I d o n ' t  remember any more a f t e r  
t h a t .  

Q . Well l e t  m e  ask you a couple  q u e s t i o n s  about  t h a t .  
You moved o u t  from your  n i g h t  d e f e n s i v e  p o s i t i o n ,  sou th .  

Di:5 TAYLCR s t i l l  h2~:'-%in g i r l  cn the p z i n t ?  Dc ycn kn~ur?  

Do you r e c a l l ?  


A. N o ,  1 donst. I b e l i e v e  he l e t  h e r  go t h e  n e x t  
morning, 

Q . And as you moved s o u t h  you r ece ived  f i r e  b e f c r e  
TAYLC1.E kit L I Soobxr

-k 
t rap? 

A. W e  d i d  r e c e i v e  some s n i p e r  f i r e .  I b e l i e v e  I ' m  
c o r r e c t  t h e r e .  My memory's n o t  t o o  good, b u t  I b e l i e v e  we 
d i d  r e c e i v e  some f i r e  t h e r e ,  from our  l e f t ,  from ove r  toward 
t h e  ocean where t h a t  l i t t l e  r i s e  i s  t h e r e .  You never  could 
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s e e  anyth ing ,  and, of cou r se ,  he  s t a r t e d  poking around,  you 
know, f o r  any mines and booby t r a p s  around t h e  b r i d g e ,  and 
t h a t ' s  when he--of cou r se ,  t h i s  exp los ion  went o f f .  He was 
h u r t  r e a l ,  you know, bad. 

Q But t h e  f i r e  must have s topped  i f  he alas o u t  t h e r e  
probing around.  

A .  Y e s .  See,  we r ece ived  t h e  f i r e - - a  l o t  of  ca ses  
we would have r ece ived  t h e  f i r e ,  and w e  would r e t u r n  some 
f i r e ,  and t h a t  would be a l l  t h e r e  was t o  it. I f  you have 
been s h o t  a t  l i k e  t h a t  you d o n ' t  know who i s  s t i l l  o u t  t h e r e ,  
and i f  you s t a n d  t h e r e  up you d o n ' t  know whether  you would 
g e t  s h o t  a t  o r  what. A l o t  of  t h i n g s  would go through your 
mind. The f i r i n g  d i d  s t o p .  I t h i n k  we d i d  r e t u r n  some f i r e ,  
o u r  p o i n t  e lement ,  and I might have even r e t u r n e d  some my-
s e l f .  I never  d i d  see anyth ing .  We j u s t  had a g e n e r a l  i d e a  
t h a t  t hey  w e r e  i n  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  a r e a .  

Q. Did you s e e  TAYLOR when t h a t  mine went o f f ?  

A. I d i d n ' t ,  no. 

Q Did you s e e  him a f t e r  t h e  mine went o f f ?  

A. They had him i n  a poncho, and I s e e n  him when 
t h e y  loaded him on t h e  chopper. 

Q Did you s e e  where t h e  mine w a s  t h a t  wounded him? 
Was it i n  t h e  road o r  t h e  s i d e  of  t h e  road? 

A. Thi s  i s  hea r say ,  b u t  it was k ind  o f  on t h e  s i d e  
of  t h e  b r i d g e .  

Q You say  you t h i n k  they  de tona ted  t h r e e  o r  f o u r  
o t h e r  mines t h a t  were i n ' t h e r e ?  

A. T h a t ' s  r i g h t ,  because they  had t h o s e  mine de tec-
t o r s  and they  would mark them w i t h  a p i e c e  of t i s s u e  paper  
f o r  t h e  o t h e r  group,  and when t h e y  a l l  g o t  a c r o s s ,  they would 
d e t o n a t e  them. 

Q When d i d  t h e  rest of  t h e  company s t o p  c r o s s i n g  
t h e  b r i d g e :  how long a f t e r  TAYLOR was wounded? 

A. Immediately. 

' Q  Immediately? 
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A .  W e l l ,  it was 2 ,  3 ,  4 ,  o r  5 minutes.  Right away. 

Q. Was t h e r e  any more f i r e  a f t e r  TAYLOR w a s  wounded? 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any. 

Q - How long d i d  it t a k e  f o r  t h e  company t o  c l o s e  a-
c r o s s  t h e r e ?  O r  were you i n  a p o s i t i o n  t o  know t h a t ?  

A. I was back toward t h e  back.  I r e a l l y  d o n ' t  know. 

Q .  The h e l i c o p t e r  t h a t  p icked up TAYLOR, d i d  t h a t  
h e l i c o p t e r  r e c e i v e  some ' f i r e ?  

A. Yes, t hey  might have r ece ived  one o r  two s n i p e r  
rounds. Everybody t h a t  had ahold of TAYLOR had t o  hug c l o s e  
i n  k ind  of i n  a  s tooped  p o s i t i o n ,  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  him on t h e r e .  
And a s  I r e c a l l e d ,  I b e l i e v e  t h e r e  w a s n ' t  more t han  one o r  
two rounds t h a t  d i d  come i n  on t h e  chopper. We pe rce ived  
t h a t  it was coming o u t  of t h a t  v i l l a g e .  

Q Did B Company c r o s s  by t h a t  t ime ,  o r  d i d  t h e  
chopper come i n  b e f o r e  B Company c ros sed  t h e  b r i d g e ,  t h e  
r e s t  of B Company I mean? 

A. The chopper came i n  r i g h t  away. I b e l i e v e  they  
were about  ready t o  c r o s s  t h e  b r i d g e .  They were approaching 
i t .  They ha.d a l r e a d y  g o t t e n  TAYLOR gone from t h e r e .  

& - They were c r o s s i n g  t h e  b r i d g e  then?  

A. R igh t  . 
Q Were t h e r e  any o t h e r  suppor t ing  weapons used for 
t h i s  i n s t a n c e  over  t h e r e ?  Was t h e r e  any a r t i l l e r y ,  mor ta r ,  
o r  gunships?  

A. No, I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any. 

Q . You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any gunships coming i n  t h e r e ?  

A.  Yes, I do now. W e  d i d  have some gunships  come 
i n  r i g h t  a f t e r  t h i s .  They were p u l l i n g  s e c u r i t y  on t h e  
chopper t h a t  j u s t  come i n .  A s  we were on l i n e  there - - they  
had g o t t e n  TAYLOR o u t  already--we were on l i n e  t h e r e  and 
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t h e  chopper came i n  behind u s ,  and t h i s  i s  when they  s t a r t e d  
f i r i n g  on t h i s  v i l l a g e .  

Q They d i d  beg in  t o  f i r e  on t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A .  You know, c l e a r  it. W e  had a l r e a d y  r ece ived  t h e  
s n i p e r  f i r e .  

Q. When you say  they  came i n  from behind you, do you 
mean they  came i n  from t h e  n o r t h .  

A.  I c o u l d n ' t  be p r e c i s e ,  b u t  I do know it came from 
o u r  r e a r  d i r e c t i o n .  

Q - Was it one,  two, t h r e e ,  o r  f o u r ,  o r  how many h e l i -
c o p t e r s  were t h e r e ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know, t h e r e  was n o t  a mass of them. A 
s m a l l  number, maybe one o r  two. 

9. What d i d  t hey  do? Did they  make a sweep of t h e  
v i l l a g e  o r  a f i r e  run? 

A. Yes, t hey  s t a r t e d  f i r i n g  from o u r  rear. We could 
h e a r  t h e  popping over  ou r  heads .  They made t h i s  sweep h e r e .  
W e  s t a y e d  t h e r e  f o r  awhi le ,  and I guess  t h e  CO t o l d ,  Captain  
MICHLES t o l d  o u r  l i e u t e n a n t  t o  go ahead and move on th rough  
t h e  v i l l a g e  a s  a company. I t h i n k  we a l l  went through t h e  
v i l l a g e  t o g e t h e r .  

Q You were t h e  f i r s t  p l a toon  of t h e  company t h a t  
morning t o  go through t h e  v i l l a g e  then? No o t h e r  p l a toon  
preceded you? 

A .  I don I t  know ' i f  w e  w e r e  t h e  f i r s t  ones o r  n o t ,  
because by t h a t  t ime t h e  whole company, I b e l i e v e ,  was t o -
g e t h e r .  

Q You s a i d  you s a w  t h r e e  bod ie s  t h e  day be fo re .  
Did you p a s s  by t h e  l o c a t i o n  where t h e s e  t h r e e  bod ie s  w e r e ,  
t h a t  morning?' 

A. No, they  were i n  on t h i s  t r a i l  t h a t  l e d  from t h e  
v i l l a g e  o v e r  t o  t h e  ocean. They were on t h e  s i d e  of t h a t  
t r a i l  t h e r e .  A l l  of t h e  bod ie s  were gone. 
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Q Did you go by t h a t  eas t -wes t  t r a i l ?  

A. We j u s t  c ros sed  ove r  i t .  I d i d  look up through 
t h e r e ,  b u t  I d i d n ' t  s e e  any bod ie s .  They p o l i c e d  them up. 

Q And you k e p t  moving sou th?  

A.  Y e s ,  we moved on sou th .  

Q Were you on t h e  beach s i d e ,  o r  were you on t h e  
w e s t  s i d e  of t h i s  l i t t l e  s t r i p  of  l a n d  as you moved sou th?  

A. We were p r e t t y  much i n  t h e  middle.  T h a t ' s  where 
I w a s .  That  w a s  my p o s i t i o n .  I was more o r  l e s s  i n  t h e  
middle ,  t h e  r i v e r  on t h e  r i g h t  and t h e  ocean on t h e  l e f t ,  
walking r i g h t  down t h e  c e n t e r ,  t h e  middle of  t h e  v i l l a g e  
i t s e l f .  

Q I mean a l l  t h e  way down a s  you began moving s o u t h  
a f t e r  you l e f t  t h e  v i l l a g e .  Did you s t a y  on t h e  beach o r  d i d  
you moved over  on t h e  r i g h t  by t h e  r i v e r  o r  what? 

A. More o r  less by t h e  r i v e r ,  yeah. 

Q What happened a t  t h e s e  o t h e r  v i l l a g e s  as you 
moved t o  t h e  sou th?  Anything? Did you run i n t o  any more--

A .  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I have no knowledge o f  t h a t .  

Q Did you run i n t o  any more Vietnamese down t h e r e ?  

A. No, 

Q. Have any more f i r i n g  dewn t h e r e ?  No more f i r i n g ?  

A .  No. 

Q . How about  d e s t r u c t i o n  of t h e  t u n n e l s  and t h e  
bunkers? 

-
A. I d o n ' i  r e c a l l  any t h a t  day,  because we'd a l r e a d y  
p r e t t y  much blew them up t h a t  p rev ious  day. 

Q. I ' m  n o t  t a l k i n g  about  t h e  o r i g i n a l  v i l l a g e .  I ' m  
t a l k i n g  about a f t e r  you l e f t  t h e r e  and s t a r t e d  moving t o  t h e  
sou th .  
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A.  You mean cont inued  on sou th?  

Q. Y e s .  

A. I d o n s t  remember t o o  much of t h a t  any more, I do 
know we went deeper  and deepe r ,  s t i l l ,  you know, walking on 
t h e  s i d e  of t h e  ocean.  I t  b e i n g  on t h e  l e f t ,  w e  were walking 
k ind  of down toward t h e  middle checking o u t  hootches .  We 
went on f u r t h e r  s o u t h ,  b u t  a f t e r  t h a t ,  no th ing  r e a l l y  s t a n d s  
o u t  i n  my memory a s  t o  t e l l  you,  because I j u s t  d o n ' t  remem-
b e r  t h a t .  

Q Do you remember d e s t r o y i n g  t h e  v i l l a g e s  down t h a t  
way as you went sou th?  

A. No, I s u r e  d o n ' t .  I know t h a t  I d i d n ' t  engage 
i n  any th ing  l i k e  t h a t .  

Q . N o ,  1 mean da yau remenber any cf t h e  v i l l a ~ e s  
bu rn ing  a s  you moved sou th?  

A. N o ,  I s u r e  d o n ' t .  

Q - 1  D o  you remember when you h i t  t h e  s o u t h e r n  t i p  o f  
t h e  l a n d  down t h e r e  by t h e  r i v e r ,  where t h e  r i v e r  went i n t o  
t h e  South China Sea? 

A. No, s o r r y ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  remember. Like I s a y ,  
no th ing  r e a l l y  s t a n d s  o u t  i n  my mind a s  we moved sou th .  

Q Do you remember when B Company c ros sed  t h e  b r i d g e  
i f  t hey  had any Vietnamese Na t iona l  P o l i c e  o r  ARVN or  Popula r  
Forces  w i t h  them? 

A. I d o n ' t  know i f  t h e y  d i d  o r  n o t .  

Q You d i d n ' t  s e e  any? 

A. No, I do r e c a l l  the--we d i d  move q u i t e  aways 
s o u t h .  We g o t .  on a t r a i l  t h a t  l e d  us a l l - - i t  a c t u a l l y  came 
i n t o  t h e  ocean i t s e l f .  Maybe t h a t ' s  what y o u ' r e  t a l k i n g  
about .  I know when we g o t  t o  t h e  ocean we c o u l d n ' t  go any 
f u r t h e r .  I do r e c a l l  t h a t .  W e  moved down t h i s  t r a i l ,  and 
it was a wide open space  i s  what it was. There was a bunch 
of hootches .  We d id  s t a r t  bu rn ing  same more hootches .  W e  
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p r e t t y  w e l l ,  you know, we des t royed  q u i t e  a b i t  of  hootches  
t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  day. And whether t h e r e  were any s u s p e c t s  
t aken  o r  what ,  I d o n ' t  know. Like I s a y ,  t h e r e  was forever - -
t h e y ' d  p i c k  up one o r  two and t h e y ' d  g e t  i n t e r r o g a t o r s  i n  o r  
maybe send them i n  o r  something,  a s u s p e c t .  But we d i d  burn  
q u i t e  a b i t  of v i l l a g e s  a s  w e  d i d  move on f u r t h e r  sou th .  
And a s  t h e  t r a i l  j u s t  g i v e  o u t ,  w e  went th rough  t h e  l a s t  
p o r t i o n  of t h e  v i l l a g e  t h e r e  i n t o  t h e  ocean.  W e  s t a y e d  
t h e r e  a l i t t l e  w h i l e ,  and t h e n  began t o  go back,  and w e  
l a a g e r e d  i n  t h a t  n i g h t .  

Q A s  you moved 'south and a s  you looked over  t o  t h e  
r i g h t ,  over  on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  r i v e r ,  d i d  you see any 
v i l l a g e s  bu rn ing  over  t h e r e ,  o r  d i d  you h e a r  any f i r i n g  com-
i n g  from over  i n  t h a t  d i r e c t i o n ?  

A. W e l l ,  I could  have.  I c o u l d n ' t  be  s u r e .  

Q. When you g o t  t o  t h e  sou the rn  p o i n t ,  do you remern-
b e r  a h e l i c o p t e r  coming i n  t h e r e ?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember a h e l i c o p t e r .  

Q And what happened then?  Did you t u r n  around and 
come back? 

A. Yeah, w e  g o t  t h e r e ,  s t a y e d  t h e r e  f o r  j u s t  a l i t t l e  
w h i l e ,  and w e  j u s t ,  what you might s a y ,  r e t r a c k e d .  I t  w a s  
a  long  s t r e t c h  of a t r a i l .  I t  w a s  r e a l  h o t  t h a t  day,  and 
we j u s t  r e t r a c k e d  l a t e r  t h a t  even ing  back up to - -wel l ,  I d o n ' t  
know, back up toward t h e  n o r t h  t h e r e ,  and w e  had n o t  went 
through t h a t  v i l l a g e ,  I d o n ' t  t h i n k ,  aga in ,  where t h e  b r i d g e  
was there, and w e  laagered i n  t h a t  n i g h t ,  and they  d i d  s e r v e  
us h o t  chow t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  n i g h t .  So t h a t ' s  about what I 
remember t o  t h a t  q u e s t i o n .  

Q You d i d  g e t  h o t  chow t h a t  n i g h t ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  w e  d i d .  We d i d  have a chopper come 
t h a t  n ight . ,  

Q Did you a s  an i n d i v i d u a l  g e t  any r e supp ly  of any-
t h i n g  b e s i d e s  g e t t i n g  t h e  chow t h a t  n i g h t ?  Did you g e t  any-
t h i n g  e l s e ?  
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A. W e l l ,  they might have g ive  us some sodas or--

Q .  ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )  W e l l ,  I mean b e s i d e s  r a t i o n s .  

A. I d o n ' t  remember anything.  

Q. No one was i s s u e d  equipment, ammunition, o r  any-
t h i n g  l i k e  t h a t ?  

A. No, I d o n ' t  remember t h a t .  

Q- Do you remember any demol i t ions  be ing  brought i n  
t h e r e ?  Do you remember any ammunition be ing  brought  i n ?  

A.  Grenades, I th ink .  They brought  us some grenades.  

Q .  Fragmentary grenades? 

A. Yeah. 

Q- Anything e l s e ?  H o w ' s  t h e  M-60 anuno? D i d  g e t
r e s u p p l i e d ,  o r  d i d  you g e t  r e supp l i ed  before--  

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  W e  could have. I d o n ' t  remember, 
you know, d i r e c t l y .  I c o u l d n ' t  t e l l  you t o  be s u r e .  W e  
probably d i d  because,  w e l l ,  j u s t  about every t i m e  a resupply 
would come i n ,  you know, we always had t o  make up a l i s t .  
It  come from our  team l e a d e r  t o  squad l e a d e r ,  from squad 
l e a d e r  t o  p l a toon  l e a d e r ,  you see. T h a t ' s  t h e  way they would 
work t h a t .  I f  we d i d n ' t  need it, w e  d i d n ' t  g e t  it. 

Q. Were you a f i r e  team l e a d e r ?  

A. No, I wasn ' t .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  I was a t  t h a t  p a r t i -  
c u l a r  t i m e .  

Q ;  Who was you f i r e  team l e a d e r  a t  t h i s  t ime? 

A. I t  was GARCIA. 

Q - GARCIA was ? 

A. Y e s .  

Q - How about t h e s e  Nat iona l  Po l i ce?  Did they  go 
down t h e r e  and s t a y  wi th  you t h a t  day? 
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A .  They cou ld  have been w i t h  t h e  CP group.  well, 
see, w e  always had someone t h a t  cou ld  speak Vietnamese.  W e  
always had someone t h e r e ,  W e  even had a l i t t l e  o l e  guy 
named Randy, w e  c a l l e d  h i m ,  Vietnamese.  H e  would s t a y  w i t h  
o u r  p l a t o o n ,  i n  o u r  squad,  

Q = Was he  o u t  t h e r e  t h a t  day? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember i f  he was or n o t .  

!2 Did you see a pho tographer  o u t  t h e r e  t h a t  day 
w i t h  a MACV i n s i g n i a  on h i s  s l e e v e ?  

A,  There  cou ld  have been.  

Q - I mean d i d  you see one? 

A. I c a n ' t  be  s u r e .  

0 Did you see any s t r a n g e r s  t h a t  day? 

A. No. 

Q T h i s  guy Randy y o u ' r e  t a l k i n g  abou t ,  w a s  he  w i t h  
t h e  company d u r i n g  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A .  W e l l ,  I hope I h a v e n ' t  g o t  him mixed up w i t h  when 
I was i n f u s e d  w i t h  t h e  198 th ,  and I b e l i e v e  I have.  Randy, 
yeah,  he w a s  w i t h  us  when I i n f u s e d  w i t h  t h e  198 th .  L ike  I 
s a y ,  w e  would have a Vietnamese i n t e r p r e t e r  w i t h  u s  a t  a l l  
t i m e s .  But I t h i n k  Randy come a long  whenever I w a s  i n f u s e d  
w i t h  t h e  1 9  8 th .  

Q When w e r e  you i n f u s e d  w i t h  t h e  198 th?  

A .  May. I was gone by May t h e  1st.  I was i n  Duc 
Pho by May 1st. 

MR WALSH: A f t e r  TAYLOR g o t  h i s  f o o t  blown o f f ,  w e r e  your  
peop le  p r e t t y  u p s e t ?  D i d  everybody taKe it p r e t t y  haz.Ci? 

A. Yeah, e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  o t h e r  p o i n t  man. I t h i n k  
h i s  name was TITTLE. H e  took i t  p r e t t y  h a r d  because ,  l i k e  I 
s a y ,  TAYLOR w a s  k ind  of  a--he was b o l d .  H e  had a l o t  o f  cour-
age ,  and t h e r e  seemed t o  be--wel l ,  a f t e r  h e - - a f t e r  t h i s  
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happened t o  him we j u s t  d i d n ' t ,  what you sa.y, have a r e a l  
good p o i n t  team a f t e r  t h a t .  I ' m  n o t  t r y i n g  t o  be  p r e j u d i c e d ,  
you know, because they  were a l l  r e a l  good men, b ~ t ,y e s ,  even 
I f e l t  p r e t t y  bad a f t e r  t h a t .  

Q We've had some i n d i c a t i o n s  t h a t  everybody was, a t  
l e a s t  some of t h e  people  i n  t h e  p l a t o o n ,  were p r e t t y  u p s e t  
when he g o t  h i s  f o o t  blown up, and they  d i d  an awful l o t  of 
s h o o t i n g  go ing  down t h a t  p e n i n s u l a  t h a t  day. Is t h a t  t h e  
way you remember i t ?  

A .  
1 

W e l l ,  yeah,  t hey  were. They were p r e t t y  upse t .  
I can be--in ' o the r  words, I d o n ' t  know i f  I ' d  be  t r u t h f u l  
i f  I would say  t h a t  t h e r e  was q u i t e  a b i t  of  s h o o t i n g  going 
on. I do know t h a t  a f t e r  t h i s  happened t h e r e  seemed t o  be  
a l o t  o f ,  you know, morale going down and a l o t  of--I  d o n ' t  
know i f  we'd c a l l  i t  h a t e  o r  revenge o r  what - -bu i l t  up i n -
s i d e  of t h e  men and j u s t  g e t  you know, plum mad, j u s t  s i c k  
ir;  x e v e n y e ,  I guess, bu t  I 'ul n o L  tuo clear or, some t i ~ i n y s  
a f t e r  t h a t  p o i n t ,  t o  t e l l  you t h e  t r u t h .  

Q - TAYLQR was a p r e t t y  popula r  guy i n  t h e  company? 

A.  Yes, he w a s .  You never  caught  him i n ,  you know, 
bad ,  you knov, morale. I mean he was always--his  morale 
was always up. H e  was always c r a c k i n g  a  joke,  and he never  
took any th ing  s e r i o u s ,  you know. 

Q. Well,  t h o s e  o t h e r  guys on t h e  p o i n t  team o r  o t h e r  
people  i n  t h e  company, were they--would it be r i g h t  t o  say  
t h e y  were s h o o t i n g  any th ing  t h a t  moved d u r i n g  t h e  day a f t e r  
t h a t .  

A. I cou ldn l  t ,  you know, t o  be  t r u t h f u l  about  it. 
A l l  I know i s ,  a f t e r  t h a t  day we went i n t o  t h a t  v i l l a g e  and 
a l l  of  t h a t ,  w e l l ,  t h a t  was, I was never  a c t u a l l y  i n  a s i t u a t i o n  
l i k e  t h a t  myse l f .  Of cou r se ,  w e  had burned hootches  i n  t ime 
p a s t ,  and we r e c e i v e d  s n i p e r  f i r e  going a c r o s s  a r i c e  paddy 
o r  something. B y  t h e  time you 'd  g e t  up t h e r e  you might. s e e  
an o l d  l ady  or--you never  s een  anybody t h a t  you could r e t u r n  
f i r e  on. I n  t h e  v i l l a g e  you seen  somebody you g i v e  a  warning 
s h o t ,  and i f  t hey  r u n ,  of  c o u r s e ,  we had t o  s t o p  them some way. 
We pe rce ived  t h a t  t hey  were Vietnamese, o r  VC. We burned 
hootches ,  you know, b e f o r e ,  b u t  never  no th ing  t h a t  g r e a t  on 
t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  day. 
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Q- Well ,  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  day they  burned every
hootch a l l  t h e  way down t h e  v i l l a g e ,  r i g h t ?  

A. Well ,  I d o n ' t  know i f  it was every  hootch.  I 
know t h a t  i n  t h a t  immediate a r e a  where we were,  j u s t  b e f o r e  
w e  went a c r o s s  t h a t  b r i d g e ,  w e  d i d n ' t  l e ave  anyth ing .  

Q How about t h e  bunkers and t h i n g s  where people  
were h id ing?  Did t h e  p o i n t  t e a m  do a l o t  of dynamiting t h a t  
day? 

A. Right .  

Q. A l l  t h e  way down? 

A. P r e t t y  l a r g e  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  way. Like I s a y ,  
r i g h t  a f t e r  TAYLOR g o t  h i s  f o o t  blowed o f f  and w e  g o t  t o -
g e t h e r ,  we had t h i s  s u p p o r t i n g  f i r e  ove r  h e r e  t o  come i n .  
A f t e r  t hey  were through we k ind  of g o t  on line--sweep a v i l -
l a g e ,  and we went through t h e r e ,  and then  w e  went f u r t h e r  
sou th  wi th  t h e  whole company t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  day. There w a s  
n o t  a l o t  of exc i tement .  We d i d  burn  more hootches  t h a t  day,  
and they  were b i g g e r  and more n i ce r - type  v i l l a g e s  t han  the 
ones  we j u s t  l e f t  o u t  o f .  A c t u a l l y ,  it was--wasn't much of  
a  v i l l a g e  t o  beg in  w i t h ,  you see, j u s t  o l d  shabby looking  
hootches ,  b u t  t h e r e  were a few i n h a b i t a n t s  t h e r e .  These 
were a l i t t l e  b i t  n i c e r  a s  you go on f u r t h e r  s o u t h .  These 
people  done f i s h i n g  and s t u f f  l i k e  t h a t ,  b u t  w e  d i d  burn  
q u i t e  a b i t  of hootches  - t h a t  day,  q u i t e  a b i t .  

Q - How many people  d i d  you see g e t  s h o t  down i n  
t hose  n i c e r  p l a c e s ?  

A. I d i d n ' t  s e e  any, no. 

Q. Did you see any c i v i l i a n s  a t  a l l ?  

A. Yes. We s a w  some c i v i l i a n  people ,  j u s t  s p o t t e d  
them h e r e  and t h e r e .  Like I s a y ,  they  done f i s h i n g .  They 
had t h e i r  b o a t s  down t h e r e ,  and t h e y  would be working on 
t h e i r  b o a t s  o r  be  o u t  i n  the--you could  s e e  a l o t  of t h e  sam-
pans o u t  i n  t h e  ocean.  

Q. You d i d n ' t  see anybody shoo t ing  a t  any of t h o s e  
people  o u t  t h e r e ?  
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A. No, I d i d n ' t  s e e  any of  t h a t .  

Q How about t h e  people  u s ing  t h e  dynamite? Did you 
h e a r  t h a t  t hey  had k i l l e d  q u i t e  a few people  t h a t  day? 

A .  Well now, whether. they  had dynamite,TNT, on t h a t  
p a r t i c u l a r  day,  I d o n ' t  know, b u t  I do know t h e r e  were a 
l o t  of g renades ,  f ragmenta t ion  grenades ,  t h a t  were thrown 
in--when they  came t o  a foxhole  o r  something o r  one of t h e  
bunkers w e  would always c l e a r  it. W e  would throw a grenade 

- i n  it and set  t h e  hootch on f i r e .  A s  f a r  a s  shoo t ing  t h e r e  
we did-- in  my group--squad--we d i d ,  we apprehended a Viet-
namese man, b u t  he was--in o t h e r  words, he d i d n ' t  show l i k e  
he was a s c a r e d  of us .  J u s t  l i k e  he--anything we s a i d  he 
would probably  do it. So we k e p t  him w i t h  us  t h e  b i g g e s t  
p o r t i o n  of t h a t  day,  and we even g i v e  him some of  our  food. 
We g o t  a long  r e a l  good w i t h  him, and we k e p t  him w i t h  
us t h e  b i g g e s t  p o r t i o n  of t h e  day. He even he lped  us 
burn some of t h o s e  hootches ,  and s o  t h a t  evening ,  of  cou r se ,  
w e  t u r n e d  him l o o s e .  W e  d i d n ' t  keep him. Tha t  i s  about  t h e  
only  c l o s e s t  oae  t h a t  I remember g e t t i n g  t o .  

Q. Did you h e a r  about  anybody e l s e  g e t t i n g  c l o s e r  t o  
any of them? 

A. No, I s u r e  d i d n ' t .  

Q .  Well., i n  o t h e r  words,  a f t e r  TAYLOR g o t  it, as I 
unders tand  it, you d i d n ' t  s e e  anyth ing  p a r t i c u l a r l y  d i f f e r e n t  
about t h i s  day t h a n  any o t h e r  day,  excep t  t h a t  you burned a 
l o t  of hootches?  Is t h a t  t h e  way you remember i t ?  

A .  Yeah. Like I s a y ,  t h e  morale went down when 
TAYLOR was wounded cause  he  was h o l l e r i n g ,  " K i l l  ' e m ,  k i l l  
'em, k i l l  'em," you know, when he g o t  on t h e  chopper,  b u t  
l i k e  I s a y ,  he w a s  a guy t h a t  spoke l i k e  t h a t  a l l  t h e  time. 
W e l l ,  I s a i d  a l l  t h e  t ime.  H e  was j u s t  one t h o s e  type  of 
guys t h a t  was doing a l o t  of h o l l e r i n g .  He was s o r t  of l i k e  
t h a t ,  b u t  t h a t  w a s  because he was probably r e a l l y  angry and 
because o f  h i s  f o o t ,  you know. I t  was a l l  messed up. He 
was h o l l e r i n g  t h a t  when they  p u t  him on t h e  chopper.  The 
morale r e a l l y  d i d  go down. P o s s i b l y  t h e r e  w a s  q u i t e  a b i t  
of f i r e  t h a t  went on a f t e r  t h a t ,  b u t  we d i d  g e t  some sup-
p o r t .  Again, I have t o  go back t o  t h e  choppers .  They came 
and g i v e  us some rnore s u p p o r t ,  and then  w e  went i n  t o  c l e a r ,  
b u t  as f a r  a s  s e e i n g  acyone shoo t  o r  any of  t h a t ,  I don't 
remember t h a t  whatsoever .  
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Q Do you remeirber f i n d i n g  some booby t r a p s  o r  mines 
and d e s t r o y i n g  them as you were moving down t h e  pen insu la?  

A. Yes, t h e r e  was one t h a t  was found, one k ind  of a 
mine, b u t  I on ly  remember t h e  one t h a t  was p l a n t e d  i n t o  t h e  
ground t h e r e .  I t  was found by a p o i n t  squad.  I d o n ' t  even 
i f  they  were w i t h  ou r  p l a t o o n  o r  n o t .  

a - What k ind  of a mine was i t ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know. 

COL WILSON: When you went i n t o  yo'ur n i g h t  defer is ive  p o s i ' t i o n ,  
were a l l  of  t h e  p l a t o o n s  t h e r e  o r  w a s  one p l a t o o n  .... 
A ,  A l l  t h e  p l a toon  was t h e r e .  We had 
formed a company-size pe r ime te r  t h a t  n i g h t .  

Q Did anyth ing  occur  t h a t  evening t h a t  you can r e -
c a l l ?  

A. No, no th ing  t h a t  s t a n d  o u t .  

Q You j u s t  took up your  normal d e f e n s i v e  p o s i t i o n
and no th ing  i r r e g u l a r  happened? Did you have any VC sus -
p e c t s  i n  t h e  p e r i m e t e r  t h a t  n i g h t ?  

A. No, n o t  t h a t  I r e c a l l .  

Q. Do you e v e r  c a r r y  a camera? 

A. A camera? Y e s ,  I had one wh i l e  I was over  t h e r e .  
Well ,  I had it a few months a f t e r  I was ove r  t h e r e .  

Q. Did you have any photographs from t h i s  p a r i c u l a r
ope ra t ion?  

A .  No. 

Q Okay. You s t a y e d  i n  t h e  n i g h t  d e f e n s i v e  p o s i t i o n
t h a t  n i g h t  and no th ing  unusual  happened. What happened t h e  
nex t  morning? 

A. W e l l ,  t h e n  we moved on back n o r t h ,  and w e  came 
through t h a t  v i l l a g e ,  s t i l l  going on no r th .  W e  came t o  an-
o ther - -wel l ,  a s  you go up n o r t h  t h e r e ,  l i k e  I s a y ,  you run 
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i n t o  b e t t e r  v i l l a g e s .  There i s  a l o t  of people .  A f t e r  we 
g o t  i n  t h e r e ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any th ing  t a k i n g  p l a c e  u n t i l  w e  
g o t  t h e r e  a t  t h a t  v i l l a g e .  I t  w a s  e a r l y  morning, and h7e 

s t a r t e d  rounding up people .  We rounded up people  I guess  
a13 day long.  I have never  s een  s o  many people  a t  one t i m e .  
There were thousands of them. And s o  we ' r e  a l l  g e t t i n g  them 
t o g e t h e r ,  most ly  women and c h i l d r e n  and o l d  men, you know. 
And w e  were i n s t r u c t e d  t o  keep s e p a r a t i o n s ,  you know, of  
t h a t .  But l i k e  I s a y ,  it was j u s t  ha rd  t o  f i n d  a young 
male, m i l i t a r y  age ,  i n  a group of people  l i k e  t h a t .  W e  d i d  
f i n d  some o l d  men, 35 o r  4 0 ,  something l i k e  t h a t .  We d i d n ' t  
pay much a t t e n t i o n .  W e  had them going up palm trees g e t t i n g  
us coconuts ,  you know. That  morning, I f o r g o t  j u s t  how f a r  
we  d i d  walk on t h e  ocean f r o n t  t h e r e .  I t  was j u s t  a normal 
day of g a t h e r i n g  up people  s o  t hey  could  be  i n t e r r o g a t e d ,  
and s e a r c h  t h e  v i l l a g e s .  T h a t ' s  a l l  we were doing.  

Q Did you move t h e  people  from t h e  v i l l a g e s  t o  t h e  
beach o r  what? 

A.  W e  went i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e s  and ga the red  them up. 
The v i l l a g e r s ,  t hey  were r i g h t  t h e r e  on t h e  South China Sea. 
They were r i g h t  t h e r e  on t h e  ocean f r o n t .  The v i l l a g e s  go 
o f f  i n  t h e  t r e e s .  And it was more--well, I ,  f o r  one,  was 
walking on t h e  beach t h e r e  a long  wi th  t h e  r e s t  of my p l a toon .  
When w e  s a w  people  we went i n  and g o t  them. Our men w a s  a l l  
s c a t t e r e d  o u t .  We j u s t  p o i n t e d  where t hey  wanted t o  go. 
W e l l ,  by n i g h t t i m e ,  we had c a l l e d  eve ry  one of  t h e  v i l l a g e  
people  i n ,  a l l  down i n  t h i s - - c l o s e r  t o  t h e  sou th .  

Q Did anyth ing  unusual  happen d u r i n g  t h e  day wh i l e  
t h e s e  people  were be ing  rounded up? 

A. No, no th ing  unusual .  

Q Did you s e e  any h e l i c o p t e r s  come i n ?  

A .  No. This  was a tremendous p l a c e .  

Q Were you s e p a r a t e d  from t h e  r e s t  of t h e  company 
most of  t h e  day? 

A.  Y e s ,  a s  squads and p l a t o o n s ,  w e  w a s  s e n t  o u t ,  you 
know, you might s a y ,  go on f u r t h e r ,  deeper  n o r t h  i n t o  t h e  
v i l l a g e s  and g e t  people .  We found people  of a l l  k inds  and 
s i z e s  t h e r e ,  a l o t  of wounded people ,  young men w i t h  l e g s  
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miss ing ,  and we were j u s t  g a t h e r i n g  up t h e  people .  W e  w e r e  
g a t h e r i n g  on t h i s  end and sending  them o u t  t o  t h e  o t h e r  end. 
T h a t ' s  why we accumulated s o  many people .  

Q. What t ime d i d  you jo in  t h e  company aga in?  

A. Well ,  it was i n  t h e  evening.  I t  might have been 
somewhere around 3 .or 5 o ' c l o c k  t h a t  evening.  W e  w e r e  s e t -
t i n g  up ano the r  n i g h t  pe r ime te r .  

Q Were t h e s e  people  s t i l l  t h e r e  when you g o t  back 
t o  t h e  company? 

PA. The people  what w e  had ga the red  up? 

Q - Yes. 

A * .  Yes. They were s t i l l  t h e r e  a t  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  o n l y  
up c l o s e r  t o  t h i s  a r e a  up i n  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  

Q. You mean they  were on t h e  sou th-southern  p a r t .  
Were they  down on t h e  beach? 

A. Y e s ,  I guess  you could  s a y  they  were r i g h t  t h e r e  
a t  t h e  beach.  They had t h e  hootches  b u i l t  r i g h t  t h e r e  on 
t h e  beach. 

Q. Did you see any of them g e t  any medical  t r ea tmen t?  

A .  No. 

Q - Did you s e e  any h e l i c o p t e r s  come i n  a f t e r  you
jo ined  t h e  company? 

A. Well ,  t h e r e  might have been t h a t  one came i n .  I 
t h i n k  t h e  CO, Captain  MICHLES, he  was up where t h e s e  people  . 
was be ing  s e n t ,  congrega t ing  a l l  t h e s e  people  t o g e t h e r ,  and 
I th ink  he was i n  t h i s  a r e a  because he had t h e  o t h e r  p l a t o o n s  
o u t  g a t h e r i n g  up t h e s e  people  and sending them up t o  him t o  
s e e  i f  we could  g e t  a s u s p e c t  o u t  of a l l  t h a t  group of 
people .  H e  s t a y e d  p r e t t y  much i n  t h a t  a r e a .  There could 
have been a chopper t h a t  came i n  du r ing  t h e  day. Like I s a y ,  
we were r e a l  busy going i n t o  t h e s e  hootches ,  i n t o  t h e  v i l -
l a g e s ,  and on f u r t h e r  i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e s  g a t h e r i n g  a l l  t h e s e  
people  up and then  c a r r y i n g  them up t h e r e .  That  was j u s t  
ou r  job. 
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Q 0 D i d  you see any Nat iona l  P o l i c e  o r  ARVNs t h e r e  
t h a t  a f t e r n o o n ?  

A .  No, I d i d n ' t  s e e  any of t h o s e .  

Q a Did you s e e  any of t h e  m i l i t a r y  i n t e l l i g e n c e
peop1.e t h e r e ?  

A. No. 

8. Do you know any of t h e  m i l i t a r y  i n t e l l i g e n c e  
people?  

A. N o .  

Q Have you hea rd  of M r .  JOHNSON? 

A.  What rank was he? 

2 - Ee w a s  a lieutenant, Su", I dcn't tkir,lc hc were 
any i n s i g n i a .  

A .  No, I ' m  s o r r y ,  I j u s t  don't remember. 

Q - Did you e v e r  know Se rgean t  PHU? 

A. Se rgean t  PHU? The name, it does sound a l i t t l e  
f a m i l i a r  but--

Q- ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  C Company 's I n t e r p r e t e r ,  Captain  
MEDINA1s i n t e r p r e t e r .  

A. No. I never  met him. 

Q I have some photo e x h i b i t s  h e r e .  D o  you know any-
t h i n g  about  P-18, l o c a t i o n  o r  any i n d i v i d u a l s ?  

A. I r ecogn ize  him. 

Q Who i s  t h a t ?  

A. I don1t know h i s  name. 

Q The s o l d i e r ?  

A. R igh t  . 
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Q I t ' s  t h e  on ly  s o l d i e r  i n  t h i s  photograph.  Did 
you e v e r  s e e  e i t h e r  one of t hose  men d r e s s e d  i n  m i l i t a r y  
uniforms? This  i s  P-21. 

A.  I ' v e  s een  him, t h e  one wear ing g l a s s e s  h e r e .  

Q. The Vietnamese? 

A. I ' v e  s een  him, b u t  I d o n ' t  know h i s  name. 

Q. Where d i d  you see him? Did you s e e  him on t h i s  
ope ra t ion?  

A. I b e l i e v e  he  was. 

A. I ' v e  also seen  him. 

Q - The American i n  t h e  c e n t e r  of t h e  photograph,  
d i d  you s e e  h i m  on t h e  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A .  I b e l i e v e  he  w a s  t h e r e .  I c a n ' t  be' s u r e .  

Q Did you e v e r  s e e  t h i s  man i n t e r r o g a t e  a p r i s o n e r ?  

A. Y e s ,  I have now. I have seen  him. 

Q Where? 

A .  H e  cou ld  have been on t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  o p e r a t i o n .  

Q D o  you know t h a t ?  

A , Say aga in .  I 

Q. Was he? 

A .  Y e s ,  I b e l i e v e  they  were f l e w  i n  one day t h a t  w e  
were t h e r e .  Y e s ,  he has  a r e a l  pe r suas ive  way about  him, 
i n t e r r o g a t i n g  people .  I do  remember now. They w e r e  i n t e r r o -
g a t o r s  t h e r e .  

Q. Did you see him use  any unusual  t echniques?  

A. Y e s ,  I have seen  him t a k e  and s l a p  one of t h e  ones  
he w a s  speak ing  t o ,  b u t  on ly  one t ime.  
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Q Anything worse t han  t h a t ?  

A. No, no th ing  worse t han  t h a t .  

Q - Did you e v e r  s e e  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  a r e a  he re?  This  
i s  P-28. 

A. They a l l  look t h e  same. I c a n ' t  be  s u r e .  We 
done q u i t e  a b i t  of CA'ing and f l y i n g .  W e  was r e a l  e x c i t e d .  
One t i m e  we done s o  much f l y i n g  I thought  we was going t o  
g e t  something o u t  of it, you know, a s  many hours  of f l y i n g  
t ime.  W e  thought  we was going t o  g e t  some k i n d  of medal. 

I 

Q- A i r  Medal ? 

A. Something l i k e  t h a t .  We j u s t  had a few hours  t o  
go. We were p r e t t y  c l o s e  t o  i t ,  because w e  done a 1,ot of i t .  

Q- T h a t ' s  p r e t t y  h a r d  t o  g e t  u n l e s s  y o u ' r e  a crew 
member. 

A. T h a t ' s  what t hey  s a i d ,  b u t  you h e a r  a l o t  of  
eve ry th ing .  But w e  done q u i t e  a b i t  of f l y i n g .  

Q. What happened t h a t  n i g h t  up t h e r e  i n  t h e  n i g h t  
d e f e n s i v e  p o s i t i o n ?  

A. W e l l ,  a ga in ,  t hey  brought  us h o t  chow. I t h i n k  
we  g o t ,  you know, through e a t i n g  and d igg ing  around 7 o ' c l o c k  
t h a t  n i g h t .  W e  were dug i n  t h e r e  r i g h t  by t h e  ocean.  And 
how t h i s  ocean i s  formed h e r e ,  I could  show you on t h i s .  
I can k i n d  of g i v e  you an i d e a .  

Q. E x h i b i t  25?, 

A. T h i s  i s  going t o  b e ,  l e t ' s  s e e ,  t h e  ocean--

Q • 1:25,000 s h e e t ,  whatever  t h e  e x h i b i t  number i s .  
E x h i b i t  MAP-4 ( a c t u a l l y  E x h i b i t  M A P - 6 ) .  Th i s  i s  t h e  
a r e a  t h a t  y o u ' r e  t a l k i n g  about ,  up h e r e .  

A. I t  does make k ind  of  a b i g  t u r n  i n  h e r e .  

Q Do you remember p a s s i n g  ove r  some r e a l  sandy 
ground a s  you moved up t o  t h a t  a r e a ?  Was it ha rd  t o  walk i n ?  
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A. Y e s .  I t  seemed l i k e  t h e  f u r t h e r  up you went,  t h e  
worse it go t .  Somewhere a long  i n  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  I would 
say  t h a t  w e  were by t h e  ocean r i g h t  i n  h e r e .  We were on 
t h i s  p a r c e l  of ground. I t  was k ind  of rough t e r r a i n .  Now, 
where we had t h o s e  people  congregated a t ,  t hey  were i n  be-
h i n d  o u r  pe r ime te r .  

Q - What do you mean behind? 

A .  They were back t o  t h e  n o r t h .  

Q This - i s  n o r t h  up h e r e .  

A. W e l l ,  it would be  back sou th .  They were back 
sou th  of us .  T h a t ' s  where w e  g o t  a l l  t h e  peop le ,  and t h e r e  
w e r e n ' t  supposed t o  be  any people  t o  o u r  f r o n t .  Our company 
was formed something l i k e  t h i s .  

Q. I n  t h e  pe r ime te r?  

A. I n  t h e  p e r i m e t e r ,  yes .  We were f a c i n g ,  my squad ' s  
p a r t i c u l a r  p o s i t i o n  was f a c i n g  n o r t h .  Like I s a i d ,  w e  w e r e  
s e rved  h o t  chow t h a t  n i g h t ,  and then  about 7 o ' c l o c k  we went 
down and s t a r t e d  d igg ing  o u r  foxholes .  I ' m  n o t  t o o  s u r e  a-
b o u t  t h e  t ime.  I b e l i e v e  it was around 1900. We w e r e  fac-
i n g  t h e  v i l l a g e  t h a t  we had j u s t  g o t  a l l  t h o s e  people  o u t ,  
toward t h e  n o r t h ,  and s o  we s t a r t e d ,  of cou r se ,  p u l l i n g  o u r  
guard,  and du r ing  t h e  night- -

RCDR : ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  One c o r r e c t i o n  h e r e ,  Son My Hamlet 
map. 

COL WILSON: I t  d o e s n ' t  make any d i f f e r e n c e .  I was j u s t  
i n t e r e s t e d ,  W e  d o n ' t  have a 1:25,000 sheet t h a t  shows t h a t  
a r e a  e x c e p t  t h i s  one. H e  cou ld  be u s ing  any 1:25,000 map. 

RCDR : The Son My Hamlet map should be E x h i b i t  MAP-6. a s  
opposed t o  E x h i b i t  MAP-4 a s  you s t a t e d .  

A. So w e  were dug i n  and I t h i n k  w e  s t a r t e d  p u l l i n g  
guard somewhere around 7 o r  8 o ' c l o c k .  There was t h r e e  t o  a 
foxhole .  To my r i g h t ,  ove r  t o  t h e  ocean,  o u r  machinegun w a s  
s e t  up t h e r e  on t o p  of a h i l l .  The t e r r a i n  was n o t  l e v e l .  
I t  k ind  of swooped down a l i t t l e  b i t  from t h e  ocean.  T h a t ' s  
where we were dug i n .  There were t h r e e  i n  t h e  p o s i t i o n  t h a t  
I was i n .  I t  was a long  toward t h e  l a t e r  evening ,  darkness--
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I d i d  h e a r  some screaming o r  h o l l e r i n g  o r  something t h a t  
went on du r ing  t h a t  n i g h t  hour.  What t ime it was, I d o n ' t  
know. I d i d  h e a r  some f i r i n g .  Another machinegun had f i r e d .  
I thought  of what it could be ,  b u t  I d i d n ' t  t h i n k  any more 
about  it. A t  about  0215 I j u s t  had come o f f  o f  guard.  May-
be I had been a s l e e p  f o r  an hour ,  hour and a h a l f ,  and GARCIA, 
he g o t  aho ld  of my f o o t  and was shak ing  me. H e  s a i d  we were 
be ing  mortared.  We were be ing  h i t  a t  about 0215 wi th  mor ta r  
f i r e .  T h a t ' s  when MILUS was wounded, and t h e n  Sergeant  
RUSHIN and a n o t h e r ,  I d o n ' t  remember h i s  name, p a r t  of my 
squad.  T h a t ' s  -when we had two men k i l l e d  and about  t h r e e  o r  
f o u r  wounded, and I t h i n k  some o u t  of ano the r  p l a toon .  

Q MILUS k i l l e d  and RUSHIN, ANDERSON, MILLSAP, MOSS, 
and HARTZELL wounded. 

A. MILLSAP i s  one t h a t  I c o u l d n ' t  t h i n k  o f .  

Q - H e  was i n  your squad? 

A. Right .  

Q - Where was t h i s  screaming you heard?  What t ime 
w a s  t h i s ,  and where w a s  i t ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know what t i m e .  I d o n ' t  know i f  it was 
jus t - - I  know it w a s  b e f o r e  midnigh t ,  I know t h a t .  

Q Was it i n  a p e r i m e t e r  o r  o u t s i d e ?  

A. No, it was o u t s i d e ,  o u t  of  t h o s e  people  t h a t  
were congregated.  A l l  of t h o s e  people ,  l i k e  I s a i d ,  we s e n t  
them back t o  t h i s  one p a r t i c u l a r  l o c a t i o n ,  and t h a t ' s  where 
t h e  screaming had come from, and I hea rd  a machinegun f i r e .  
What i t  w a s ,  I d o n ' t  know. I d i d n ' t  ask.  

Q. These people  w e r e  i n  t h e  l o c a t i o n  t h a t  you de-
s c r i b e d  a s  b e i n g  sou th  of  where your  pe r ime te r  was. Is t h a t  
c o r r e c t ?  

A. . Right .  

Q. They ' re  s t i l l  t h e r e .  Were they  going t o  s t a y  
t h e r e  a l l  n i g h t ?  

A. I imagine so .  
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Were they  under guard?Q 

A .  I d o n ' t  know i f  t hey  were o r  no t .  They could  
have been. W e  d i d n ' t  look t o  our--well ,  us f a c i n g  n o r t h ,  I 
d i d  remember one t ime I looked t o  my l e f t .  I t h i n k  Upt igh t  
i s  over  i n  t h a t  d i r e c t i o n .  I d i d  n o t i c e  some Vietnamese 
peop le ,  men, boy,  couple  of boys walking down t h i s  p a r i c u l a r  
t r a i l .  And t h a t 1 s - -

Q = ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  A f t e r  dark? 

A. No, t h i s  w a s  i n  t h e  l a t e r ' e v e n i n g .  See ,  even 
around 7 o ' c l o c k  it was s t i l l  l i g h t .  T h a t ' s  about  a l l  I 
could  say  about  t h a t .  

Q. Well,  d i d  you see any h e l i c o p t e r s  come i n ,  a s i d e  
from t h e  medevac e a r l i e r  t h a t  day? Did you s e e  any he l i cop -
ters come i n  and b r i n g  some Nat iona l  P o l i c e  o r  Vietnamese or  
anybody i n  t h e r e ?  

A.  No, I d i d n ' t  see it. 

Q Now, what about  t h e  evacua t ion  of t h e s e  wounded 
men. Do you remember a h e l i c o p t e r  coming i n ?  

A. R igh t  . 
Q You had one of  your  boys wounded. Who took him 
t o  t h e  pickup zone? 

A. MILLSAP. H e  was t h e  one t h a t  had q u i t e  a b i t  t o  
do  w i t h  t h a t .  H e  h imse l f  was wounded. He he lped ,  I t h i n k ,  
g e t  MOSS i n  t h e r e .  MILUS was k i l l e d  i n s t a n t l y .  He was man-
g l e d ,  b u t  t hey  g o t  what t hey  could  of  him i n  a poncho, and 
t h e n  they  p u t  him on a chopper,  and then  they  g o t  MOSS. H e  
w a s  b l e e d i n g  r e a l  bad.  Se rgean t  LIAS was t h e  one t h a t  was 
t r y i n g  t o  ho ld  h i s  head up. H e  was t h e r e  i n  t h e  foxhole  w i t h  
him. MILLSAP r e a l l y  s t o o d  o u t  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  n i g h t  t r y i n g  
t o  h e l p  t h e s e  men. H e  h imse l f  was wounded. H e  went i n  and 
I never  saw him a f t e r  t h a t .  

Q. Did you see him g e t  on t h e  h e l i c o p t e r ?  

A. I d i d n lt because it w a s  dark .  
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Q So it was a l i t t l e  d i s t a n c e  from you where they 
g o t  aboard? 

A. Yes .  I guess  i t  was something l i k e  75 meters, 
60 o r  75 meters. 

Q Do you remember i f  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r s  came i n  w i th  
any gunship e s c o r t ?  

A. Y e s ,  w e  d i d  have some suppor t  overhead because 
you could s e e  t h e  r e d  l i n e s  of f i r e  i n  t h e  sky coming a l l  
around. I t h i n k  they  had a p l ane  o u t  t h e r e  t h a t  n i g h t  a l s o .  
I d o n ' t  know what it was. I guess  t hey  c a l l  it a s p o t t e r  
p l ane ,  b u t  t hey  d i d  have some h e l i c o p t e r s  p u l l i n g  s e c u r i t y ,  
guard ing  t h a t  one t h a t  was t r y i n g  t o  g e t  i n  t h e r e  t o  d u s t  
them o f f .  

Q - Do you r e c a l l  Se rgean t  LIAS g e t t i n g  teed-of f  w i t h  
a VC s u s p e c t  o r  a Vietnamese? 

A. W e l l ,  he p r e t t y  much k e p t  h i s  coo l .  

Q - A t  any t ime d u r i n g  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. No, we would a l l  g e t  mad, you know, want t o  
knock them around a l i t t l e  b i t ,  b u t  I never  d i d  see t h a t  
from Se rgean t  LIAS a t  a l l ,  H e  p r e t t y  much was a very square  
squad l e a d e r .  

Q Now, d i d  you see o r  h e a r  of  a Vietnamese woman 
badly  wounded t h a t  day b e f o r e  dark b e i n g  brought  i n  and dus t -
ed  o f f ?  

A. No. 

Q. This  was when they  were f i r i n g  o r  marking rounds 
f o r  t h e  n i g h t  de fens ive  f i r e s ,  a r t i l l e r y ,  a f t e r  t h a t .  

Q I t  seems l i k e  I want t o  remember something l i k e  
t h a t ,  b u t  I c a n ' t  be  s u r e .  With Captain  MICHLES, he  done 
t h a t  q u i t e  a b i t .  He was always t h e  t ype  of  capta in--1  d o n ' t  
know, t h a t ' s  why I s a y ' h e  s t o o d  o u t ' s o  much as f a r  a s  I ' m  
concerned. He was always mindful  of  t h e s e  people .  I f  t hey  
were wounded he  would send them i n .  A s u s p e c t  o r  any th ing ,  
he would make s u r e  t hey  were t r e a t e d  r i g h t .  
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9 - You mean t h e  Vietnamese? 

A. The Vietnamese, y e s ,  T h a t ' s  about  it. 

MR W U S H :  You remember when you were moving n o r t h ,  up t o  
the  b i g  v i l l a g e  up n o r t h ,  on t h e  1 8 t h ,  t h e  L l i r d  day,  you 
had an ~ r d e rpassed a long  t o  s t o p  t h e  burn ing  hootches?  

A. Well ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t  w e  even burned them t o  
beg in  with--you knaw, and then  you g e t - - i t  cou ld  have been ,  
b u t  a c t u a l l y ,  I d o n s t  remember burn ing  any hootches  a t  a l l  
i n  t h a t  b i g g e r  v i l l a g e .  

Q - How about  on t h e  way up no r th?  Of cou r se ,  I 
guess  t hey  were al-1 bu rn ing  u n t i l  you g o t  up t o  t h e  b r i d g e ,  
and then beyond t h a t ,  do you remember burn ing  any more hootches  
a s  you moved n o r t h ,  pa s s  t h e  b r i d g e  and up i n t o  t h a t  a r e a  
w i t h  t h e  b i g  v i l l a g e ?  

A. N o ,  I d o n ' t  remember any of t h a t  a t  a l l .  

LTC NOLL: A s  you worked your way sou th  on t h e  1 7 t h ,  do you 
r e c a l l  t h e  t ype  of  company format ion  t h a t  you used going 
down t h i s  s t r i p  of  l and?  

A. Yes. I t  was more o f  a  spread-out  t y p e  s i t u a t i o n ,  
because you had your--well ,  t h e r e  was b i g  t r a i l  t o  beg in  
w i t h ,  and you had hootches  o f f  on t h e  l e f t  and over  t o  t h e  
right. I t  seemed l i k e  the-- in  o t h e r  words, 3s t h i s  trail 
went on down moving s o u t h ,  t h e  t e r r a i n  had a tendency t o  g e t  
wider  from 'chat b r i d g e  I was t e l l i n g  you about .  You on ly  
had j u s t  a s h o r t  p i e c e  of  l a n d  between t h e  r i v e r  and t h e  
ocean i t s e l f ,  but as you go on sou th  it j u s t  seems t o  make 
a t u r n ,  and t h a t  gives you more l and  t o  t h e  l e f t ,  and so w e  
were cmre c r  195s ic 3- k i ~ d4f 2 P C ~ ~ ~ P I P ~ .: h e r efnrmtype 
Hootches t c  ou r  l e f t  and t o  o u r  r i g h t ,  w e  s ea rched  them out 
and m o s t  of them we d i d  d e s t r o y  a s  we moved on,  

Q .  D i d  you n o t i c e  t h e  l o c a t i o n  of any of t h e  o t h e r  
p l a toons  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  your  p l a toon?  

A,. N c ~ ew h a t s gever , no, 

Q Is t h e r e  anyway t h a t  you could f i x  t h e  approxi-  
m a t e  time that.  you r ece ived  t h e  o r d e r ,  o r  t h a t  L i e u t e n a n t  
W I L L I N G H A M  r e c e i v e d  t h e  o r d e r ,  t o  s t o p  t h e  k i l l . i n g  i n  Ply L a i  
(1), r i g h t  a c r o s s  t h e  b r i d g e  t h e r e ?  
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A. You mean what time? 

Q Y e s ,  what t ime of day? 

A. Between 1 0 3 0  and 1130, I guess .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  
w e  had lunch y e t .  

COL WILSON: Was t h e r e  any change i n  your  o p e r a t i o n s  a f t e r  
you came back t o  e i t h e r  Upt ight  o r  Barker? When you went 
back i n t o  t h e  normal AO, d i d  your o p e r a t i o n a l  procedures  
change any from t h e  s t a n d p o i n t  of d e s t r u c t i o n ,  burnings--
any change t o  t h e  o p e r a t i o n ,  o r  d i d  t h e y  go on a s  be fo re?  

A .  That  n i g h t  a f t e r  we were mortared t h e r e  
n e a r  t h e  ocean we w e r e  choppered back t o  Upt igh t  t h e  
n e x t  day. Like I s a y ,  from t h e  very  beg inn ing ,  t o  
us it w a s  a s e a r c h  and d e s t r o y  miss ion  and a l l  of  a  
sudden it d i d - - a f t e r  t h a t  c a l l  came through from Captain  
MICHLES--I b e l i e v e  it was Captain  MICHLES--him be ing  
ou r  CO, it w a s  j u s t ,  you know, a l t o g e t h e r  a change 
t h e r e .  I n  o t h e r  words, j u s t  cooled w i t h  it. 

Q I mean a f t e r  you g o t  back,  a f t e r  t h e  1 9 t h ,  a f t e r  
you went back i n t o  u p t i g h t  f o r  t h e  n e x t  couple  o f  months, as 
long  a s  you w e r e  w i t h  Task Force Barker?  Did t h e r e  appear  
t o  be  any d i f f e r e n c e  i n  your  o p e r a t i o n s  t h a n  t h e r e  was b e f o r e  
t h e  16 th  of March, o r  w e r e  they  t h e  same? 

A .  No, I guess  j u s t  t h e  normal, a h . . . .  

Q. Same as be fo re?  

A. J u s t  normal procedure .  

Q Do you have any knowledge of any i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  
o r  i n q u i r i e s  conducted w h i l e  you were i n  Vietnam a f t e r  t h i s  
o p e r a t i o n  concerning t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. . No. 

Q. Did anybody ask you q u e s t i o n s  o r  anybody you know 
ques t ioned  about  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. Not t o  my knowledge, no. 
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Q Did anybody e v e r  s ay  n o t  t o  s ay  anyth ing  about it 
o r  t o  keep q u i e t ?  

A. No, no th ing  t h a t  I r e c o l l e c t  t h e r e .  Like I s a y ,  
we never  done anyth ing  l i k e  t h a t  b e f o r e  a s  f a r  as going i n  
on t h a t  t ype  of o p e r a t i o n ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  anybody say-
i n g  n o t  t o  say  anyth ing  about it o r  anyth ing  l i k e  t h a t .  

Q .  When you s a y  you never  d i d  anyth ing  l i k e  t h a t  be-
f o r e  going i n  on t h a t  type  of  o p e r a t i o n ,  what do you mean by 
t h a t ?  

A. I d o n ' t  knox. J u s t  t o  s t a n d  t h e r e  and see a 
machinegun, I d o n ' t  know, j u s t  r e p e a t e d l y  f i r e  i n t o  a v i l l a g e  
l i k e  t h a t .  I n  o t h e r  words, any th ing  t h a t  moves, you were t o  
k i l l  it, and we knew we were going t o  d e s t r o y  o r  burn t h e  
hootches and eve ry th ing .  Of cou r se ,  we had done t h a t  b e f o r e ,  
b u t  never--well ,  t h i s  was a l i t t l e  b i t  l a r g e r  t han  b e f o r e .  
A hootch o r  two a long ,  we r ece ived  s n i p e r  f i r e .  You would 
f o r e v e r ,  you know, i f  you r e c e i v e  f i r e  we thought  it might 
be  from t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  hootch ,  o r  maybe C h a r l i e  would s t a y  
up t h e r e ,  o r  something.  W e  would go i n  t h e r e  and t e a r  it 
down. W e  wou ldn ' t  always burn it. We would t e a r  t h e  s i d e s  
of t h e  w a l l s  down o r  something l i k e  t h a t .  But it w a s  one o f  
unusual--on t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  miss ion.  

Q Now, do you t h i n k  t h a t  t h i s  was a r e s u l t  of hav-
i n g  been b r i e f e d  b e f o r e  you went i n  t h e r e  o r  something t h a t  
developed a f t e r  you g o t  i n t o  t h e  a r ea?  

A. Well ,  a s  I s a y ,  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  t h a t  w e r e  g iven  
t o  .us ,  w e  knew t h a t  we were aoinq -to 90 i n  and d e s t r o y  the 
v i l l a g e ,  because we were a l l  a n t i c i p a t i n g  t h a t  t h e  VC were 
going t o  be i n  t h e r e ,  s o  any type  of f i r e ,  any th ing  w e  s een  
we would have t o  s h o o t  it o r  it would g e t  us .  I d o n ' t  know 
i f  t h a t  i s  t h e  way you wanted it answered o r  n o t ,  b u t  t h a t  
i s  about  t h e  only  way t h a t  I could.  

Q I n  o-Lher words, you t h i n k  it probably had some-
. t h i n g  t o  do w i t h  t h e  b r i e f i n g  i n  your op in ion ,  b e f o r e  you 

went i n  t h e r e  and n o t  something t h a t  developed a s  a r e s u l t  
of c a s u a l t i e s  t h a t  you r ece ived  and va r ious  t h i n g s  l i k e  
t h a t ?  
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Q a I f  I t o l d  you t h a t  t h e  body count  r e p o r t  from t h e  
1st P la toon  on t h e  morning of t h e  1 6  March was 3 8 ,  would you 
say  t h a t  i s  an a c c u r a t e  count?  The morning of 1 6  March? 

A. Well ,  no. I c a n ' t  say  t h a t  would be  a c c u r a t e .  
Like I s a y ,  t h e  only--I  do know I seen  t h r e e  b o d i e s ,  and 
t h e r e  were o t h e r s ,  I Im s u r e ,  i n  bunkers and probably i n  
hootches  , t h a t  I didn ' t s e e  myself .  So, a s  an i n d i v i d u a l ,  
I can on ly  s ay  what I d i d  s e e .  

Q Do you know i f  t h e r e  was any abuse of  mar i juana  
i n  B Company? 

A .  F7el1, no. TAYLOR, he  had a pocket  f u l l  of some-
t h i n g .  I thinlc HOOTON k e p t  t r y i n g  .to t e l l  him it was no th ing  
b u t  o l d  smel ly  tobacco ,  and he k e p t  s ay ing  it was mar i juana .  
I don' t know which one was r i g h t .  

Q When was t h i s ?  

A .  This  was when w e  were a t  Upt igh t  one t i m e ,  and w e  
went through a v i l l a g e ,  and h e  had a p r e t t y  good l i t t l e  bag  
of it. I t  l o o ~ e dl i k e  tobacco t o  me. I wou ldn ' t  
know what it looks  l i k e  i f  I seen  it anyway. H e  s a i d  
t h a t  i s  what it was,  and h e  s a i d  how much it would 
b e  i f  he had it  i n  t h e  S t a t e s ,  and HOOTON s a i d  it 
was no th ing  b u t  t obacco ,  and I d o n ' t  know which one i s  r i g h t .  

Q . D o  you know i f  t h e r e  was any problem i n  t h e  com-
pany of people  u s ing  iaar i juana? 

A. N o ,  I never  d i d  s e e  anyth ing  l i k e  t h a t  a t  a l l .  

Q Ycu w e r e  never  t o l d  no t  t o  d i s c u s s  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ?  

(2 = Do you have any documents o r  l e t t e r s  o r  t a p e
record ings  o r  photographs o r  any th ing  t h a t  might a s s i s t  us 
i n  b u i l d i n g  t h i s  p i c t u r e  of t h e  B Company o p e r a t i o n s ?  

A. Well ,  t h e  thou.ght went through my mind, i f  I had 
my camera on t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  t ime t o  t a k e  a p i c t u r e  of a 
v i l l a g e  t h a t  had beer* f l a t t e n e d  l i k e  t h a t ,  it would have 
probably taken  i t ,  b u t  I d i d n ' t .  Th is  d i d n ' t  go through 
my mind because ,  l i k e  I s a y ,  t h i s  was sometning of a r e a l l y  
d i f f e r e n t  t ype  of o p e r a t i o n ,  and I d o n ' t  have anyth ing .  
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Q- Do you know anyone who had a camera o u t  t h e r e  
t h o s e  4 days? 

A. No, s i r ,  I s u r e  d o n ' t .  Q u i t e  a few o r  t h e  boys 
had one,  b u t  a s  f a r  a s  g i v i n g  a name o r  any th ing  l i k e  t h a t ,  
I j u s t  c o u l d n ' t  be  r i g h t  t h e r e .  

Q. Do you have any f u r t h e r  tes t imony? 

A. None whatsoever.  

Q Do you have any f u r t h e r  s t a t e m e n t s  t o  make t h a t  
might a s s i s t  us i n  developing t h i s  p i c t u r e ?  

A. W e l l ,  1 /20,  I b e l i e v e ,  I d o n ' t  know who t h e i r  CO 
was o r  any th ing ,  b u t  wh i l e  we were d e s t r o y i n g  t h i s  v i l l a g e ,  
t h e r e  was some more i n  ano the r  a r e a  doing t h e  same t h i n g ,  
and it could have been 1/20,  b u t  I d i d  h e a r  t h a t ,  and t h a t  
i s  a l l  t h a t  I know. 

Q When d i d  you h e a r  t h a t ?  

A. Th is  was on t h e  same day we w e r e  d e s t r o y i n g  t h i s  
v i l l a g e .  

Q - What d i d  you h e a r ?  

A. I j u s t  heard  t h a t  ano the r  company, it could have 
been 1/20, t hey  w e r e  doing t h e  same t h i n g  t h a t  we were doing.  
They were d e s t r o y i n g  a v i l l a g e  i n  ano the r  l o c a t i o n  when w e  
were d e s t r o y i n g  t h i s  one. 

Q. When you t a l k  about  d e s t r o y i n g  t h i s  one ,  a r e  you 
t a l k i n g  about  t h e  v i l l a g e  j u s t  sou th  of  t h e  b r i d g e  on t h e  
16 th  of  March? That  i s  t h e  v i l l a g e  you a r e  t a l k i n g  about ,  
because t h e r e  were more, b u t  it w a s  a t  d i f f e r e n t  t imes .  A r e  
you t a l k i n g  about  t h e  v i l l a g e  where t h e  machinegunner f i r e d ?  
Is t h a t  t h e  one you a r e  r e f e r r i n g  t o  a s  f a r  a s  B Company i s  
concerned? 

A. . About what I hea rd  t h a t  n i g h t ?  

Q. No, you s a i d  a t  t h e  t ime you w e r e  d e s t r o y i n g  t h i s  
v i l l a g e ,  C Company was d e s t r o y i n g  ano the r  v i l l a g e .  You a r e  
t a l k i n g  about  t h e  v i l l a g e  where MILUS f i r e d  t h e  M-60? Is 
t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  
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A. Right .  I t h i n k  they  were ,  i n  some o t h e r  a r e a .  

Q The 1 / 2 0  was i n  ano the r  a rea?  

A. Right .  

Q Anything e l s e ?  

A. N O ,  s i r .  

MR IJALSH: Wnat d i d  you h e a r  about  1 /20?  

A,  Well ,  a c tua l - ly ,  I d i d n ' t  even know, o r  it was 
brought  t o  my rememberance. Sergeant  R U S H I N  i s  t h e  one t h a t  
d i d  t e l l  me t h a t  was 1/20 on ano the r  p a r t i c u l a r  o p e r a t i o n ,  
b u t  he brought  t h i s  t o  my rememberance t h a t  t h i s  was 1/20.  
While w e  t h e r e  a t  t h i s  v i l l a g e  t h i s  o t h e r  company w a s  doing 
t h e  very same t h i n g .  They had t h i s  t ype  of o p e r a t i o n  going 
on a l s o ,  and o t h e r  t h a n  t h a t ,  t h a t  i s  about  a l l  t h a t  I know. 

COL WILSON: M r .  HALL, I r e q u e s t  t h a t  you n o t  d i s c u s s  your 
t es t imony i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  wi th  o t h e r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  o t h e r  
w i t n e s s e s  f o r  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  excep t  a s  you may b e  re-
q u i r e d  t o  do b e f o r e  a competent j u d i c i a l ,  l e g i s l a t i v e ,  o r  
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  body. We ask t h a t  you n o t  d i s c u s s  your  tes-
timony. The on ly  p l a c e  t h i s  would no t  apply i s  i f  you a r e  
c a l l e d  b e f o r e  a l e g i s l a t i v e  body o r  a j u d i c i a l  body o r  an-
o t h e r  board such as t h i s  one.  

A. Right .  I t  would have t o  be  something l i k e  t h i s ?  

Q Right .  This  i s  an a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  board.  W e  a r e  
t r y i n g  t o  conti.nue wLth t h e  I -nves t iga t ion  ni th .out  auts.ide 
i n f l u e n c e .  We are t r y i n g  t o  keep our  tes t imony q u i e t .  

Q W e l l ,  I have been doing some t h i n k i n g .  J u s t  l i k e  
I s t a r t e d  o f f  awhi le  ago about  t h a t  I hea rd  about  h i s  massacre ,  
and l i k e  I s a i d ,  I h a v e n ' t  even heard of t h a t  u n t i l  I men-
t i o n e d  P i n k v i l l e  a r e a  and t h e  s p e c i a l i s t  s a i d  t h a t  i s  what 
he  was t a l k ~ n ga.Dout, and you f e e i  Like now that you are n o t  
involved  i n  it. I t ' s  j u s t  t h a t  you d o n ' t  even know what t o  
t h i n k  too  much abou t ,  and h e r e  you a r e  a c i v i l i a n  and you 
a r e  asked q u e s t i o n s  about something t h a t  took p l a c e ,  and I 
d o n ' t  know, something l i k e  a nightmare ,  I guess .  
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COL WILSON: W e  a p p r e c i a t e  your h e l p .  

(The hearing r e c e s s e d  a t  1514 h o u r s ,  26 
January 1970.  ) 
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(The hear ing  reconvened a t  1302 hours ,  2 Plarch 1970 .) 

COL WILSON: The hear ing  w i l l  come t o  order .  

RCDR : The fol lowing persons a r e  p resen t :  COL WILSON and 
P.IAJ THOMAS. 

The f i r s t  wi tness  i s  M r .  Homer C. HALL. 

(MR HALL was r e c a l l e d  as  a ,wi tness ,  was sworn, and 
t e s t i f i e d  as  follows :) 

Please  s t a t e  your f u l l  name, occupat ion,  and r e s i -
dence? 

A .  My name i s  Homer C.  HALL. I 'm a t ruck  d r i v e r  wi th  
Harper Motor Lines:  address i s  6 6 7 8  S .  Expressway, Jonesboro, 
Georgia. r-..t' 

C' : 
COL WILSON: M r .  HALL, as  a  r e c a l l  w i tness ,  t h e r e  a r e  a l o t  of 't -
ques t ions  we a r e  n o t  going over ,  but  what I want t o  do i n  ask-
i n g  you t o  come back i s  t o  give you an i n d i c a t i o n  of what we 
have determined t h a t  happened on t h e  1 6 t h ,  1 7 t h ,  1 8 t h ,  19th of g: 

'P
March and s e e  i f  t h e r e  a r e  any gaps i n  t h i s  t h a t  you might be 
ab le  t o  f i l l  a f t e r  we b u i l d  t h e  p i c t u r e  a s  we know it. I n  o t h e r  
words, you may be a b l e  t o  r e c a l l  some t h i n g s ,  and t h i s  i s  t h e  
r e a l  purpose of having you back h e r e ,  because you had a b e t t e r  
r e c a l l  than  most of our wi tnesses .  So with t h a t  i n  mind, I t h i n k  
I ' l l  j u s t  s t a r t  by g iv ing  you an i d e a  day by day of what we be-
l i e v e  happened and s e e  i f  t h e r e  i s  any t l ing  t h a t  you might be 
ab le  t o  f i l l  i n .  Now, when you were here  b e f o r e ,  you were 
b r i e f e d  on t h e  conccpt of t h e  opera . t ion on MAP-4 t h e r e ,  weren ' t  
you? 

A.  I th ink  s o ,  yes .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  t h i s ?  

A. ~t looks familiar, y e s ,  

Q You were a l s o  b r i e f e d  on an a e r i a l  photograph, a 
l a r g e  a e r i a l  photograph, e x h i b i t  P-168. 

A .  Right. 
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(20 Since  t h a t  t i m e ,  we've go t  some new photographip 
which I d o n ' t  t h i n k  you-ve  seen .  This  i s  E x h i b i t  P-217. YO!I 
d i d n ' t  s e e  t h e s e  d i d  you? 

A. I t  d o e s n ' t  look f a m i l i a r .  

Q 0 A l l  r i g h t .  This  s c a l e  i s  about  a  h a l f  an  inch  t o  
one hundred meters .  

(COL WILSON o r i e n t a t e d  t h e  w i t n e s s  on E x h i b i t  ?-217 . )  

A 1 1  r i g h t ,  w e ' l l  go over  t o  o m  photos  h e r e .  

(COL WILSON o r i e n t a t e d  t h e  w i t n e s s  on t h e  photos . )  

There was an 0815 touchdown f o r  t h e  f i r s t  l i f t  and an 0827 touch-
down f o r  t h e  second l i f t .  The whole company should  have been 
t h e r e  by 0830, o f f  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r s .  Now, ~twas a t  0845 when 
t h e  f i r s t  booby t r a p  was t r i p p e d ,  15  minutes  a f t e r  t h e  l a s t  l i f t  
touched down, s o  t h e  2d P la toon  must have moved o u t  p r e t t y  f a s t ,  
t oo .  We're n o t  s u r e  of  t h e i r  format ion.  W e  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  1st 
P la toon  pee l ed  o f f  and went t o  Route 521 o r  t o  t h a t  major t r a i l ,  
about  t h e  same t ime t h a t  t h e  2d P la toon  s t a r t e d  moving up toward 
P i n k v i l l e .  

A .  Y e s .  

Q I t h i n k  everybody moved o u t  about  t h e  same t ime .  
You w e r e n ' t  i n  column.- You j u s t  pee l ed  o f f  i n  d i f f e r e n t  d i -
r e c t i o n s .  

A. That  's r i g h t .  

Q Next,  b e f o r e  t h e  1st P la toon  g o t  t o  t h e  b r i d g e  h e r e ,  
t h i s  booby t r a p  had been t r i p p e d  a t  0845. Tha t  k i l l e d  Lieu ten-
a n t  COCHRAN. I t  could have been t h a t  t h e  advance e lement  of 
t h e  p l a t o o n  was by t h e  b r i d g e ,  b u t  I d o c ' t  t h i n k  s o .  I d o n ' t  
t h i n k  you moved through t h e r e  t h a t  f a s t .  I b e l i e v e  you s t a t e d  
th . a t  t h e r e  was a q u e s t i o n  of whether o r  n o t  t h e r e  were some 
hand grenades  thrown i n  t h e  p l a t o o n  a r e a .  

A. Y e s .  

Q. That d i d n ' t  go o f f .  
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A .  No. 

If  no th ing  e lse ,  t h a t  t ends  t o  slow you down? 

A. Oh, yes .  

Q I would imagine t h a t  t h a t  p o i n t  group was n o t  moving 
t o o  f a s t ,  anyhow, through t h i s  a r e a ?  

A. Probably n o t .  

Q. Now, we a l s o  found t h a t  t h e r e  was a PRC-25 r a d i o  
w i th  t h e  p o i n t ,  c a r r i e d  by J E N K I N S ,  o r  j u s t  r i g h t  behind t h e  
p o i n t .  The purpose of p u t t i n g  him up t h e r e  w a s  s o  t h a t  t h e  
p la toon  l e a d e r  could have communication wi th  t h e  p o i n t ,  and 
t h e n  t h e r e  was machinegun a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  p o i n t ,  o r  fo l lowing  
r i g h t  behind t h e  p o i n t ,  which was MILUSi gun. We e s t i m a t e  
t h a t  it was somewhere around 0920 o r  0930  i n  t h e r e  t h a t  t h e  

--. 
\ 1st Pla toon  c ros sed  t h a t  b r i d g e .  A t  l e a s t  e lements  of t h e  p l a -

toon c ros sed  t h e  b r i d g e ,  and t h a t  p r i o r  t o  c r o s s i n g  t h e  b r i d g e  
t h e  two r i f l e  squads ,  t h e  f i r s t  and t h e  second squad,  b u i l t  up 
a p o s i t i o n  on each s i d e  of t h e  r i v e r  bank w h i l e  t h e  p o i n t  moved 
ove r ,  and t h e n  one squad pee l ed  ove r  and moved on behind t h e  
p o i n t .  We d o n ' t  know e x a c t l y  which way it was. We have two 
d i f f e r e n t  p r o s p e c t i v e s  on t h i s .  One i s  t h a t  t h e  p o i n t  moved 
over  t h e  b r i d g e .  The f i r s t  and second squads were s o r t  o f  i n  
l i n e  on each s i d e  of  t h e  b r i d g e  o r  i n  p o s i t i o n  on t h e  s i d e  o f  
t h e  b r i d g e  where t hey  could  cover  t h e  movement o f  t h a t  p o i n t  
ac ros s .  

That  I s  r i g h t .  

Q Now, one of  t h o s e  p l a toons  pee l ed  and fol lowed t h e  
p o i n t ,  and t hen  t-he ~ t h e rsquad f o l l o w e d  t h a t  one,  The sto.ry 
t h a t  we g e t  i n  one c a s e  i s  t h e  f i r s t  squad--we won ' t  pay any 
a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  numbers--the f i r s t  squad t h a t  c ros sed  took up 
a s e c u r i t y  p o s i t i o n  on t h a t  f a r  s i d e  of t h e  b r i d g e ,  on t h e  wes t  
s i d e  of t h e  b r i d g e ,  a s  soon a s  t hey  g o t  over  t h e r e ,  and t h e  
l a s t  squad moving o v e r  moved through it and fol lowed t h e  p o i n t  
on down i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e .  The o t h e r  s t o r y  t h a t  we g e t  i s  t h a t  
one squad moved over  a c r o s s  t h e  b r idge  and j u s t  s t a y e d  behind 
t h e  p o i n t  and t h e  l a s t  squad coming over  e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e  sec-
u r i t y  p o s i t i o n  on t h e  b r i d g e .  Do you r e c a l l  t h i s  i n  any way? 
Do you know what your  squad d i d ?  Whether it fol lowed t h e  p o i n t ?  
Can you t h i n k  back on t h a t ?  
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A. I t  could  have been ou-r squad t h a t  was fol lowing t h e  
p o i n t ,  b u t  I c a n ' t  be  s u r e .  I do know t h a t  t h e  p o i n t  men were 
a lmos t ,  w e l l ,  a l l  t h e  t i m e  v i s i b l e .  We could  s e e  them and excep t  
f o r  maybe when t h e  t r a i l  bended a l i t t l e  b i t .  We might not a l -
ways be  a b l e  t o  p h y s i c a l l y  s e e  one of t h e  p o i n t  men, b u t  from 
a s  much a s  I could  s a y ,  we could s e e  t h e  p o i n t  squad mostly a l l  
t h e  t ime a s  we moved. 

Q 0 Do you r e c a l l  where L ieu tenan t  WILLINGWAM was? 

A. W e  were moving toward t h i s  b r i d g e .  H e  w a s  behj.n,-:. 
us. 

Q =  You must have been i n  t h e  l e a d i n g  squad,  t h e n ,  goiLig 
t o  t h e  b r i d g e .  Now, whether you k e p t  t h a t  p o s i t i o n  going ove r  
t h e  b r i d g e  i s  what I wonder. When you c r o s s e d  t h e  b r i d g e ,  where 
was L i e u t e n a n t  WILLINGHAJI? 

A. I b e l i e v e  he  was s t i l l  behind us .  

Q- You probably were t h e  f i r s t  squad over?  

A. Y e s ,  w e  probably were ,  b u t  I c o u l d n ' t  be  s u r e .  

Q Now, j u s t  when you g o t  on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of  t h e  
b r i d g e ,  what happened? 

A. W e l l ,  w e  moved on up toward,  w e l l ,  k i n d  of  t h e  ou t -
s k i r t  of t h e  v i l l a g e  and we s topped .  Two o r  t h r e e  of t h e  p o i n t  
men, they  d i d  go on i n  and k ind  of move i n t o  t h e ,  you know, por-
t i o n s  of t h e  v i l l a g e .  We s t a y e d  t h e r e ,  and L ieu tenan t  WILLINGZAM 
d i d  come up toward t h e  f r o n t .  

Q How long  a f t e r  you were t h e r e  d i d  h e  come up t o  t h e  
f r o n t ?  

A. O h ,  i t  could have been 1 0 ,  1 5 ,  20 minutes .  I co !7.13nVt 
be  p r e c i s e .  

Q- Had t h e  f i r i n g  a l r e a d y  s t a r t e d ?  

A. No, t h e  f i r i n g  hadn '  t a l r e a d y  begun. 

Q W e l l ,  l e t ' s  look a t  t h i s  photograph a minute and see 
i f  w e  can f i g u r e  t h i s  p i c t u r e  ( r e f e r r i n g  t o  a e r i a l  photo ,  Exh i ! r . i t  
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P-217). Now, do you r e c a l l  t h e  squads moving i n t z  p o s i t i o n  on 
each s i d e  of t h e  b r i d g e  up on t h e  r i v e r  bank. 

A. This  i s  b e f o r e  we c ros sed  t h e  b r i d g e ?  

Q Y e s .  I f  you d o n ' t ,  a l l  r i g h t .  I j u s t  wondered i f  
you d id?  

A .  N o ,  I c o u l d n ' t ,  

Q L e t ' s  look a t  t h i s  photograph very c l o s e l y .  There 
i s  a r i d g e  t h a t  comes down h e r e .  Do you r e c a l l  t h a t ,  t h i s  b i g  
sand dune t h a t  runs  a l l  t h e  way up and down t h e  c o a s t ?  This  
i s  t h e  sea o v e r  h e r e .  

A. Oh, t h i s  i s  t h e  sea? 

Q Y e s .  Th is  is  t h e  beach? 

A. Right .  

Q You c ros sed  t h i s  b r i d g e  and you look ahead you shcu ld  
s e e  a b i g  r i s e ?  

A. Yeah, it r i s e s  up. 

Q When you c r o s s  t h e  b r i d g e ,  t h e  t r a i l  moves toward 
t h e  s e a ,  r i g h t ?  

A . .  I d i d n ' t  n o t i c e  t h a t  t r a i l  running on up t h e r e .  
I t  seemed t o  be  v e g e t a t e d ,  you know, rough t o  walk on.  It was 
rough t e r r a i n  up toward t h e r e .  The reason I remember t h a t  s o  
w e l l  i s  when w e  were ,  I mean it was t h e  nex t  day ,  a f t e r  w e  had 
1.anded: w e  were moviqq back toward t h e  b r i d g e  where TAYI,OR, s t e p -
ped on t h a t  booby t r a p .  We had r ece ived  some s n i p e r  f i r e  o v e r  
i n  t h e r e ,  and I looked o u t .  I remember t h a t  r e a l  good. I t  w a s  
j u s t  rough, j u s t  k ind  of t h i c k l y  vege ta t ed .  I t  w a s n ' t  what you 
would say  h i g h ,  b u t  it d i d  look l i k e  you would have a t i m e  t r y i n g  
t o  walk through t h e r e ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  remember a t r a i l  when w e  come 
over  t h a t  b r i d g e .  There w a s  a t r a i l ,  you s e e ,  t h a t  runs  bo th  
ways a long thls w a t e r ,  a p e n i n s u l a  you c a i l  it. 

Q Well t h e n ,  l e t ' s  look a t  t h i s  from t h i s  s t a n d p o i n t .
This  b r i d g e  i s  about  80 meters ;  maybe i t ' s  between 80 and 100  
meters .  What w e ' r e  s ay ing  i s  t h e  l e n g t h  from t h e  e a s t  end of  t h i s  

(HALL) 9 0  APP T-240 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

b r i d g e  t o  t h e  beach i s  about 300 meters .  I t  i s  n o t  very f a r .  

A .  No, t h a t 1s about  r i g h t .  

(2 Okay. You have t~ recognize  t h i s  area probably has 
more wa te r  i n  it t h a n  when you were t h e r e ,  and t h i s  t r a i l  ha s  
been des t royed .  When you came o f f  t h e  end of t h i s  b r idge  and 
you walked a l i t t l e  ways, how f a r  d i d  you walk b e f o r e  you tu rned?  

A. I t  could  have been l i k e  2 0 ,  2 5  f e e t ,  a s  I can r e c a l l  
it. I t  w a s n ' t  a very good d i s t a n c e .  

Q- Now, t h i s  t r a i l  a t  one t ime came o v e r  t h i s  b r i d g e ,  
and I t h i n k  it would have been about  t h e  same when you were 
t h e r e .  According t o  t h e  p i c t o  map, t h e  t r a i l  came s t r a i g h t  o u t  
h e r e  and went up t o  about where t h i s  b r i d g e  i s ,  and i t  could  
have gone over  t h e  b r idge  o r  maybe it s topped .  L ike  I s a y ,  
maybe t h i s  photograph t h a t  w e  a r e  looking  a t  i s  q u i t e  o l d .  See 
where t h i s  t r a i l  came o f f  MAP-4? I t  came r i g h t  down h e r e  and 
s topped.  There w a s  ano the r  t r a i l  t h a t  came a11  t h e  way down 
t o  t h e  sou th .  We a l s o  had w i t n e s s e s  say  t h a t  t h e r e  was a t r a i l  
t h a t  r an  on t h e  e a s t  s i d e  of t h e  r i v e r ,  t h e  Ny Khe R ive r ,  and 
you can s t i l l  s e e  t h i s  t r a i l  a l i t t l e  b i t  running sou th  of t h e  
b r idge .  I ' m  s u r e  t h a t  a t  one t ime  t h i s  was a t r a i l .  I t  pro-
bably  s t i l l  is .  You k ind  of l o s e  it up t h e r e  on t h e  n o r t h  s i d e .  
That may be  t h e  end of i t ,  b u t  a l s o ,  we've had wi tnes ses  t h a t  
f e l t  t h a t  t h e  one squad o r  p o s s i b l y  e lements  of t h e  p l a toon  
tu rned  s o u t h  r i g h t  on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of  t h e  b r i d g e ,  and some 
f e l t  t h a t  t hey  came o u t  on t h i s  t r a i l ,  and they  h i t  a f o r k ,  a 
fo rk  o r  an i n t e r s e c t i o n ;  i t  sounds more l i k e  a  fo rk  t o  me. 
This  t r a i l  branched o f f  t o  t h e  n o r t h  and branched o f f  t o  t h e  
sou th ,  and where it Sranched o f f  t o  t h e  s o u t h ,  somewhere i n  t h i s  
a r e a ,  i s  where i t  went down i n t o  t h a t  v i l l a g e .  I f  you r e c a l l  
l e a v i n g  t h e  b r i d a e  and t h e n ' g o i n g  down t h i s  t r a i l  by t h e  r i v e r ,  . 
you wou ldn ' t  have been i n  t h e  c e n t e r  of t h e  v i l l a g e .  You would 
have been r i g h t  by t h e  r i v e r .  You would have been walking r i g h t  
by t h e  wa te r  i f  t h a t  i s  t h e  t r a i l .  I f  you came f u r t h e r  i n ,  i t  
could be  t h a t  t h e  v i l l a g e  i s  where t h i s  v e g e t a t i o n  i s  on t h e  
photograph.  I t  could be  t h a t  t h e  v i l l a q e  was f u r t h e r  t o  t h e  
e a s t .  I don t know. I 'm t r y i n g  t o  b r i n g  i t  Sack t o  your mind, 
the a r e a  we ' r e  t a l k i n g  about .  Of c o u r s e ,  t h e  v i l l a g e  could have 
been extended f u r t h e r  t o  t h e  sou th .  I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  g ive  you t h e  
r e c a l l  of about  a 300 meter  l e n g t h  h e r e ,  w i th  about  50 meters  
i n  from t h e  beach a r i d g e  t h a t  ran  nor th-south  a long  t h e r e  and 
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a t r a i l  t h a t  could have come i n l a n d  a l i t t l e  ways. I t  probably 
d i d .  Of cou r se ,  w e  cou ld  have had ano the r  branch o f f  of t h a t  
t r a i l .  I d o n ' t  lcnow. 

A.  W e l l ,  what you s a i d ,  now, about t h a t  coming i n .  
Some f e l t ,  a w i t n e s s ,  s a i d  it was k ind  of fo rked .  I would go 
a long.  A s  I s a i d ,  we came o f f  t h a t  b r i d g e .  I could  have been 
wrong about t h e  2 0 ,  25  f e e t .  I d o n ' t  know, b u t  I do know t h a t  
t h i s  wate r  w a s  v i s i b l e .  

Q I t  w a s  when you w e r e  walking sou'ch? 

A. - Yeah, it was. 

& - You could s e e  t h a t ?  

A. R igh t ,  it was v i s i b l e . .  You could j u s t  Look 
down a t  any t i m e .  I t  had q u i t e  a b i t  of wa te r  i n  it a t  t h a t  
t ime.  

Q How f a r  was t h i s  w a t e r  from where you were walking? 

A. Oh, 30, 40 f e e t .  

Q Is t h a t  a l l ?  You w e r e  p robably ,  i n  t h a t  c a s e ,  you 
were probably going r i g h t  down i n  h e r e .  

A. I would say  s o .  

Q - You were walking down r i g h t  by t h e  r i v e r ,  t hen?  30 
o r  40  f e e t ?  What is t h a t  10 ya rds  up t o  t h a t  w a l l ?  You were 
walking r i g h t  by t h e  r i v e r .  

A. It w a s  always v i s i b l e .  

Q . Were you t h a t  c l o s e  t o  i t ?  From where I am t o  t h a t  
w a l l ?  

A. No, we were f u r t h e r  away than  t h a t .  I ' m  n o t  t o o  
good about  judging f e e t .  

Q - zTha.i;? I wailt4-,,point o u t ,  what w e ' r e  telking 
about .  Now, l e t ' s  p u t  it i n  y a r d s ,  You can probably judge ya rds  
b e t t e r  t h a n  f e e t .  Okay, d o n ' t  you t h i n k ?  

A. Yeah, 1'11 g i v e  it a go. 
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Q L e t ' s  p u t  i t  i n  ya rds .  We're t a l k i n g  about a d i s -
t a n c e  h e r e  from where I ' m  s t a n d i n g  of about  10 ya rds  t o  t h a t  
w a l l .  

A. No, it was f u r t h e r  away t h a n  t h a t .  

Q Would it be twice  t h a t  f a r ?  Three t i m e s  t h a t  f a r ?  

A. Well ,  l e t ' s  say  t h r e e  t imes  t h a t  far .  

Q. About 30 ya rds .  Well ,  even a t  t h a t ,  30 ya rds  w i l l  
p u t  you i n  h e r e .  I t ' s  going t o  p u t  you r i g h t  i n  t h i s  vege t a t ed  
a r ea .  

A. Le t  m e  say t h i s :  when you come o f f  and make t h a t  
t u r n ,  t h a t  t r a i l ,  it seems l i k e  it has  k i n d  of  a  t u r n ,  you know. 
I t  k i n d  of l e a d s  away a l i t t l e  b i t .  It i s  n o t  s t r a i g h t ,  you 
know, th rough  t h e  v i l l a g e  i t s e l f .  I t  does k i n d  of--

Q. ( In t e rpos i i l g j  Do you eve r  r e c a l l  a t r a i l  l e a d i n g  o f f  t o  
t h e  l e f t ?  

A. W e l l ,  t h a t  i s  t h e  one where you g e t  o f f  i n s i d e ,  you 
know, some of t h e  v i l l a g e .  I t o l d  you t h a t  when I k ind  of went 
up on a l i t t l e  r i d g e  and t h e r e  was a breakaway th rough .  

Q I ' m  n o t  t a l k i n g  about t h a t .  

A. That  i s  t h e  only  one I know o f .  

Q Is t h a t  r i g h t ?  

A. That  I can r ememer .  

Q. There was supposed t o  have been one t h a t  l e d  up 
t o  t h e  n o r t h  and s t ayed  on t h e  e a s t  s i d e  of  t h e  r i d g e  and k e p t  
on going up n o r t h .  I ' m  t a l k i n g  about  one t h a t  went on up o v e r  
t o  t h e  s e a .  

A. Right .  I thought  w e  were t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  t h a t  going 
sou th .  

Q o  Y e s ,  I was wondering i f  you could  r e c a l l  one t h a t  
l e a d s  o f f  i n  t h a t  d i r e c t i o n ?  
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We went on t h a t  t r a i l  t h a t  evening.  

Did you r e c a l l  s e e i n g  it t h a t  morning? 

The t r a i l ?  ' 

(COL WILSON i n d i c a t e s  i n  t h e  a f f i r m a t i v e . )  

Y e s ,  i t was n o t i c e a b l e  because when you come a c r o s s  t h e  b r i d g e  
you can s e e  it. I t  i s  v i s i b l e .  

Q How f a r  i s  it from t h e  b r idge?  

A. Wel l ,  I guess  I would have t o  go a long ,  maybe it w a s  
k i n d  of  a  f o r k  t h e r e .  You g o t  one t h a t  goes one way. 

Q One goes one way and one goes t h e  o t h e r  way? 

A.  Right .  

Q Do they  fo rk  about i n  t h e  same p l a c e ,  o r  d i d  one 
of t h e s e  t u r n  i n  l i k e  t h i s  and t h i s  road j u s t  keep going on 
up l i k e  t h a t ?  

A. You're t a l k i n g  about  t h i s  one goes in to- -

Q - (Interposing) Goes in-Ls t h e  n o r t h .  

A .  The n o r t h ,  ye'ah. A s  you come o f f  t h a t  b r i d g e  h e r e ,  
t h i s  t r a i l  h e r e .  That  t r a i l  t h a t  goes t o  t h e  n o r t h ,  i t ' s  n o t  
a g r e a t  span of  d i s t a n c e  by t h a t ' r i v e r ,  you know. The reason  
why it was s o  n o t i c e a b l e  i s  because i t ' s  l i k e  a swamp, you
k~low, and p ~ ec ~ ~ l d  differsi l t  t;y.pes of a n i n a l s  and l i t t l e  
t h i n g s  f l o a t i n g  around i n  t h e r e ,  l i z a r d s  and snakes ,  b u t  t h a t ' s  
a l i t t l e  b i t  c l o s e r .  I t  seems l i k e  it runs  q u i t e  a d i s t a n c e .  
I t  seems l i k e  i t  was more c l o s e r  t o  t h i s  wa te r  h e r e .  Now, 
it could have been t h a t  you 've  g o t  your r i v e r  over  h e r e ,  and 
t h i s  l e n g t h  o f  w a t e r  was up a t  t h a t  t ime .  I t  could have been 
where t h a t  wa te r  was i n .  You s e e ,  when t h e  c reek  would over-
flow and g e t  around t h e  t runks  of t h e  t r e e s  o r  any th ing  l i k e  
t h a t ,  it looked l i k e  a swamp t o  me. I d i d n ' t  want t o  g e t  down 
i n  t h e r e  because we could  s e e  snakes .  
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Q When you talce t h i s  road t o  t h e  s o u t h ,  a f t e r  yo^. 
g o t  on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of  t h e  b r i d g e  and you s t a r t e d  heading 
s o u t h ,  how f a r  was it u n t i l  you s t a r t e d  h i t t i n g  t h e  f i r s t  
hootches?  

A. W e l l ,  I ' d  s ay  maybe 1 0 0 ,  150 meters. 

Q Now, were t h e  hootches  on bo th  s i d e s  of t h a t  
t r a i l ?  

A. W e l l ,  t h e  t r a i l  d i d  seem t o  walk down t h e  middle 
i n  t h o s e  v i l l a g e s .  They were k ind  of c l e a r e d  o u t ,  you know. 
When w e  walked th rough ,  t h e r e  were hao tches  on t h e  l e f t  and 
t o  t h e  r i g h t .  I n  o t h e r  words,  it seemed l i k e  we were j u s t  
walking r i g h t  through t h e  middle of it. They were ,  you know, 
s c a t t e r e d  h e r e  and t h e r e .  

Q So you had t o  be  i n l a n d  a l i t t l e  way from t h e  
wate r .  

A. Oh, yeah ,  we were. 

Q 0 
T h i s  k ind '  of ang le s  t h a t  road  o f f  i n s t e a d  of 

b r i n g i n g  it o u t  h e r e .  Some brought  it o u t  h e r e  and brought  
i t  sou th .  You're ang l ing  it h e r e .  

A. W e l l ,  by t h a t ,  it could have gone middle ways b2-
tween t h i s  k ind  of r i d g e  and t h i s  r i v e r  hewe. 

T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  

A. I '11 go a long  w i t h  t h a t .  

Q About t h e  t ime you h i t  t h e s e  hoo tches ,  which would 
probably be  somewhere down i n  h e r e ?  

A. That 's r i g h t .  

Q Would you say t h e  hootches  extended j u s t  a long  t h e  
t r a i l ,  o r  d i d  t hey  ex t end ,  s a y ,  from t h e  w a t e r  over  t o  t h e  
r i d g e  and up? 

A. W e l l ,  I guess  t h e  b e s t  way t o  d e s c r i b e  i t ,  t h e y  s e i -
about  i n  t h e  middle ,  you know, t h i s  a r e a  h e r e .  
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Q. Say t h a t  r i d g e  i s  r i g h t  t h e r e  where I p u t  t h e  
p e n c i l ,  and,  of cou r se ,  you 've  g o t  t h i s  p a r t  r i g h t  h e r e .  I 
was wondering, d i d  t h e  houses fo l low r e a l  c l o s e  t o  t h i s  t r a i l ,  
o r  d i d  t hey  k i n d  of ex tend  back i n  h e r e ?  

A. Right .  

Q They moved back o f f  t h e  t r a i l ,  t hen?  

A. Right .  They w e r e  more o r  less s c a t t e r e d  i n  t h e r e .  

Q You s a y  they  w e r e n ' t  a l l  l i n e d  up on t h e  t r a i l ?  

A .  No. 

Q So t h e n ,  i f  I show t h a t  v i l l a g e  s t a r t i n g  r i g h t  about  
h e r e ,  it would cover  an a r e a  about l i k e  t h i s ?  

A. Right .  

Q I t  wou ldn ' t  a l l  be  r i g h t  a long  t h i s  t r a i l ?  

A.  Oh, no. 

(2 L e t ' s  say something l i k e  t h a t  (drawing on t h e  map) . 
Would t h a t  be  r i g h t ?  

A. I t h i n k  s o ,  yeah. 

Q What w e  've drawn h e r e  i s  a d i s t a n c e  of about  60 ,  70 
meters  on each s i d e  of t h e  t r a i l .  

Q How many hootches  do you t h i n k  were i n  t h a t  a r e a ?  

A. About 10 o r  15  a t  t h e  most. 

Q 1 0  o r  15? 

A. I c o u l d n ' t  be  a c c u r a t e .  

Q Did you see any bunkers i n  t h e  a r e a ?  
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A. Y e s ,  t h e r e  were bunkers.  

Q Were t h e s e  bunkers by each hootch,  o r  were they  i n  
a bunker complex? 

A. Not p a r t i c u l a r l y .  For i n s t a n c e ,  i f  y o u ' r e  walking 
down t h e  middle of t h i s  v i l lage- -wel l ,  when w e  go t  t o  what I 
thought  t o  be about  t h e  middle of t h e  v i l l a g e  on t h i s  t r a i l  I 
was t a l k i n g  about  t h a t  goes a l l  t h e  way to--

Q ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  To t h e  r i d g e ,  yes .  

A. To t h e  beach t h e r e ,  wherever t h a t  t r a i l  i s  a t ,  
t h e r e  seems t o  .be  a  bunker. W e l l ,  i n  f a c t ,  t h e r e  were a  couple  
of bunkers t h a t  Led r i g h t  up t h a t  t r a i l  over  t h a t  r idge  t h e r e .  
I do. remember those  two. 

Q J u s t  bunkers by themselves? 

A. Yeah, j u s t  dug o u t  h o l e s .  They had t h e s e  beams t h a t  
supported them, j u s t  a ho le  i n  t h e  ground. 

Q. What was t h e  purpose of . t hose  bunkers? Did they
look l i k e  family bunkers o r  combat bunkers? 

A. Combat. 

Q Did they  have h o l e s  i n  them where you could f i r e  
o u t  of them? 

A *  No. 

They d i d n ' t ?  

A .  They j u s t  seemed t o  be a s h e l t e r  t y p e .  

Q A s h e l t e r  t ype .  Where was t h a t  t r a i l ?  Where do yoc  
t h i n k  t h a t  t r a i l  was t h a t  went up t o  t h e  s e a ,  w i th  r e fe rence  t o  
t h e  v i l l a g e ?  Was it be fo re  you got  t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. A r e  you t a l k i n g  about t h e  t r a i l  t h a t  I j u s t  men-
t ioned?  

Q. Y e s ,  t h e  one t h a t  went up t h i s  way. 
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A. W e  come ove r  t h i s  way and k ind  of t u r n e d .  We had 
j u s t  about went th rough ,  l e t ' s  s a y ,  p o s s i b l y  a l l  the hootches .  
I d i d n ' t  n o t i c e  any more o u t  any f u r t h e r .  Which way i s  t h i s ?  

Q South.  

A. That  t r a i l  t u r n e d  and went up ove r  t h e  r i d g e  o n t o  
t h e  beach t h e r e ,  a l i t t l e  b e t t e r  than halfway where t h e  hootches  
was a t .  Is t h a t  t h e  fo rk  of t h e  t r a i l ?  

Q Y e s .  

A. I b e l i e v e  it would be  on, up. 

Q 9 F u r t h e r  t h a n  t h i s ?  

A. J u s t  a l i t t l e  b i t  f u r t h e r  up. 

Q Were t h e s e  bunkers r i g h t  b e s i d e  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  You 
s a i d  t hey  were up on t h e  r i d g e ,  d i d n ' t  you? 

A.  I s a i d  I n o t i c e d  two. 

Q T h a t ' s  what I ' m  t a l k i n g  about .  

A. I n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  on t h i s  t r a i l ,  j u s t  b e f o r e  you go 
over  t h i s  r i d g e  h e r e  and on to  t h e  beach ,  t h e r e  was a p a r t i c u -
l a r  bunker t h e r e  because TAYLOR g o t  some o3.d gentleman o u t ,  you 
know, t h a t  had been h i d i n g  i n  t h e r e .  I t h i n k  he  d i d n ' t  go down 
i n  t h e r e  t o  g e t  him. H e  happened t o  s p o t  him. T h a t ' s  why I 
remember t h a t  one i n  p a r t i c u l a r  s e t t i n g  r i g h t  b e s i d e  t h a t  t r a i l ,  
and t h e r e  was ano the r  one r i g h t  down t h i s  way. 

Q 0 That r idge  was just about h e r e o  I t  was on your 
s i d e  of t h e  r i d g e ,  w a s n ' t  i t ?  So it would be  r i g h t  about h e r e ?  

A. R igh t ,  yeah,  r i g h t  i n  t h e r e .  J u s t  b e f o r e  you c r o s s  
over  t h a t  r i d g e .  

Q Now, t h i s  i s  a bunker. Was t h i s  one of t h e  w e l l -
b u i l t  bunkers t h a t  you were t a l k i n g  about ,  w i th  beams? 

A. That  was a w e l l - b u i l t  one ,  r i g h t .  

Q You say  TAYLOR g o t  an o l d  man o u t  of  t h e r e ?  
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A .  Right .  There w a s  an o l d  gentleman. W e l l ,  he  
s t a y e d  p r e t t y  much h i d  du r ing  t h e  exc i tement  t h a t  was going 
on. W e  w e r e ,  you know, g e t t i n g  t h e  people  t o g e t h e r .  Th i s  
o l d  man was s p o t t e d ,  and TAYLOR, I t h i n k  he  reached down t h e r e  
t r y i n g  t o  g e t  him o u t ,  grabbed him by t h e  hand and he lped  him 
g e t  o u t  of t h e r e .  

Q I thought  you s a i d  t h e r e  were two bunkers t h e r e ?  

A. I d i d .  The o t h e r  one w a s  back down h e r e .  

Q F u r t h e r  i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Right .  I t  came back away from t h i s  r i d g e .  Those 
a r e  t h e  two t h a t  I can t e l l  you t h a t  I remember. There were 
o t h e r  bunkers ,  you know, t h a t  was, you know, t h a t  might have 
been i n  d i f f e r e n t  s p o t s  i n  t h i s  v i l l a g e  h e r e ,  because ,  l i k e  I 
s a y ,  t h e r e  were q u i t e  a few be ing  blown up, b u t  t h o s e  a r e  t h e  
only  two t h a t  s t a n d  .out  i n  my mind. 

Q 0 You mentioned t h a t  you had rounded up some people?  

A. Well,  t h a t  was t h e  procedure  when w e  go o u t  t o  a 
v i l l a g e  l i k e  t h a t ,  and we d i d  congrega te  t h e s e  people  and p u t  
them a l l  i n  one hootch.  

Q. What t ime was t h i s ?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember. I t h i n k  I answered a l l  t h a t  t h e  
l a s t  t i m e  I was h e r e .  

Q. I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  f i x  t h e  t i m e ,  because t h e  l a s t  t i m e  
you were h e r e  I d o n ' t  th ink '  we had t h e  t ime .  W e  f i g u r e d  t h e r e  
was heavy smal l  a r m s  f i r e  i n  t h a t  a r e a  about  0935. 

A. Thi s  was a f t e rnoon .  

0 And how many people  was t h a t ?  

A. There might have been p o s s i b l y  20 ,  2 5  a f t e r  w e  go t  
them a l l ,  c h i l d r e n ,  no p a r t i c u l a r  ages .  

Q And t h e y  a l l  came o u t  of  t h i s  v i l l a g e ?  
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A. The ones we rounded up, r i g h t .  A l l  i n  t h i s  immed-
i a t e  a rea  here .  You s e e ,  t h e r e  were some t h e r e  on the  beach. 
There were four  women. We even got  those .  We got  them a l l  
toge the r .  

Q ' S O  i t ' s  i n  t h i s  a r e a ,  i n  t h e  15 hootches,  you had 
rounded up between 20 and 25 people,  o r  d i d  you say 1 5 ,  20, 2 5 ?  

A. 1 5  t o  25.  Babies,  mamas ca r ry ing  bab ies .  

Q Mostly women and chi ldren?  

A.  Right.  

Q Now, what time do you t h i n k  you had t h i s  number of 
people rounded up? 

A. I ' d  say around 2 o r  3 o 'c lock  something l i k e  t h a t .  It  
could have been a l i t t l e  e a r l i e r .  I t  was r i g h t  i n  t h e  af ternoon.  
I t  was af te rnoon,  I know. 

Q That I s  a l l  r i g h t .  Did TAYLOR h e l p  t h i s  o l d  man o u t  
of t h e  bunker a f t e r  it w a s  destroyed,  o r  was t h a t  bunker e v e r  
destroyed? 

A .  That bunker was--no, it was no t  destroyed a s  I 
remember it. 
Q What t ime of day was t h i s ?  Was t h i s  whi le  t h e  
p o i n t  was i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  o r  what? 

A .  No, when t h e  man--

& ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )  Yes. 

A. I t  was around 2 o 'c lock  i n  t h e  af ternoon.  

Q About t h e  same time? 

A. Right ,  about t h e  same time. 

Q The d e s t r u c t i o n ,  as  we understand i t ,  took p lace
i n  t h e  morning. I suppose--
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A.  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Right .  

Q * So t h i s  bunker appa ren t ly  was n o t  des t royed  t h a t  
morning. 

A .  No. 

Q Now, t h e s e  people  t h a t  were rounded up about 1430 
or  1500, w e r e  t h e y  rounded up as a r e s u l t  of s e a r c h i n g  t h e  
v i l l a g e ?  

A. Yes. 

Q Now, w e  f i g u r e  most o f  t h e  f i r i n g  occu r red  o r ,  a t  
l e a s t - -pu t  it t h i s  way: a t  0930 t h a t  morning a s w i f t  b o a t ,  
which w a s  o p e r a t i n g  r i g h t  o u t  h e r e  i n  t h i s ,  observed a l o t  of 
small-arms f i r e  r i g h t  through h e r e ,  r i g h t  i n  t h a t  a r e a  ( i n d i -
c a t i n g  t h e  v i l l a g e  a r e a )  . That  ' s  0930. Now, somebody was 
i n  t h e r e  f i r i n g  a t  t h a t  t ime .  I d o n ' t  know whether  it was 
t h e  p o i n t  o r  t h e  p l a toon  o r  what it w a s .  I t h i n k  it was t h e  
p o i n t .  I t  could have been t h e  p o i n t ,  t h e  f i r s t  squad,  o r  
t h e  second squad behind t h e  p o i n t ,  whichever one t h a t  may 
have been,  b u t  a t  any ra te ,  t h e r e  w a s  some heavy f i r i n g  going 
on. It d i d n ' t  l a s t  very long .  Now, about t h e  time t h a t  
f i r i n g  s t a r t e d ,  o r  j u s t  5 minutes b e f o r e  t h a t  s w i f t  boa t  saw 
t h a t  heavy f i r i n g  going on,  was when t h a t  second booby t r a p  
w a s  t r i p p e d  back over  t h e r e  a t  0930. I ' m  j u s t  t r y i n g  t o  p u l l  
t h e s e  e v e n t s  t o g e t h e r ,  and I d o n ' t  know whether  you a l l  hea rd  
t h a t  booby t r a p  go o f f  o r  n o t .  I t  was r i g h t  up n e a r  where 
L ieu tenan t  COCHRAN w a s  k i l l e d  and g o t  t h o s e  t h r e e  o t h e r  men. 
A l l  t h i s  seems t o  have accu r red  around t h e  s a m e  t ime .  A t  
0930 t h e  b o a t  o u t  i n  t h e  ocean saw a l o t  of s m a l l  arms f i r e  
going on a long  what t hey  c a l l e d  t h e  beach.  I t  was r i g h t  
about where you a l l  w e r e .  A t  0930, t h a t  booby t r a p  was 
t r i p p e d  back on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  r i v e r  and a t  0955 t h e  
1st P la toon  r epo r t ed  i t s  f i r s t  c a s u a l t y ,  12 VC k i l l e d ,  and 
w e  f i g u r e  somewhere a long 0925 o r  0930 t h a t  p o i n t  had t o  b e  
over  i n  h e r e  on t h i s  s i d e  of  t h e  b r i d g e ,  on t h e  e a s t  s i d e  o f  
t h e  b r i d g e ,  somewhere i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  t h a t  v i l l a g e .  They 
d i d n ' t  have t o  be  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  They could  have been ou t -
s i d e  t h e  v i l l a g e  and t h a t  heavy s m a l l  arms f i r e  could  have 
been coming from a machinegun. 

A .  W e l l ,  l i k e  I s a i d ,  t hey  f lew u.s o u t  some more 
ammunition. The machinegunner was w i t h  t h e  p o i n t  q u i t e  a l o t .  
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There was some sma l l  arms f i r e  t h a t  was going on.  A l o t  of  
f i r e  was coming from t h i s  machinegun. We had n o t  a l r e a d y  
gone i n t o  beg in  t o  s e a r c h ,  and we saw, you know, t h i s  p a r t i -
c u l a r  bunker t h a t  I t o l d  you about  and t h a t  one down i n  h e r e  
o r  even congregated t h e  people ,  b u t  we were s t i l l  i n  t h i s  
area.. We had n o t ,  what you s a y ,  i n f i l t r a t e d  i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  
i t s e l f .  

Q A l l  r i g h t .  L e t %  go back a minute.  Where w a s  
t h a t  machinegun? Where was t h e  machinegun f i r i n g  from? 

A. L e t ' s  see, w e  came o f f  t h i s  b r i d g e .  I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  
t h i n k .  I cannot  be  t o o  d e f i n i t e  about t h i s .  Did you g e t  
o t h e r s  who may have s a i d  d i f f e r e n t ?  I want t o  g e t  it a s  s u r e  
as I can.  W e  went o f f  t h i s  b r i d g e  and k ind  of  made a r i g h t -
hand t u r n  i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  h e r e .  W e  g o t  r i g h t  h e r e ,  k i n d  of 
on t h e  o u t s k i r t s .  W e  w e r e n ' t  as f a r  a s  t h e  hootches  h e r e .  
There could have been some people  i n  them, b u t  t h e  machinegun 
was deployed,  I would s a y ,  about r i g h t  i n  h e r e .  

Q And you s a i d  t h e r e  could  have been some people  i n  
them? Did you s e a r c h  t h e s e  hootches?  

A.  W e  h a d n ' t  y e t .  

Q Was t h e  machinegun deployed s o  t h a t  it was f i r i n g  
i n t o  t h o s e  hootches?  

A. Y e s .  I n  o t h e r  words,  t h e  whole v i l l a g e  i t s e l f  was 
b e i n g  f i r e d  on.  

Q Okay, t h e  gun was about r i g h t  he re?  Is t h a t  r i g h t ?  

A .  I ' d  s ay  about  r i g h t  i n  h e r e .  

Q J u s t  b e f o r e  you g e t  i n t o  t h e  main p a r t  of  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A .  Right .  

Q o And the f i e l d  of fire for t h a t  weapon was t h e  com-
p l e t e  a r e a  of t h e  v i l l a g e .  I t  brought  a l l  of t h e  hootches  i n  
t h e  a r e a  under f i r e .  Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. I t  appeared t o  m e  from how I w a s - -
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Q ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )  Where w e r e  you? 

A. I was standing--we w e r e  coming down t h i s  t r a i l ,  
k ind  o f  behind t h e  machinegun. 

Q. 'Your whole squad? 

A .  Right .  

Q Tha t  w a s .  the f i r s t  squad? 

A. The whole p l a t o o n ,  you might  s a y ,  went o u t  t h i s  
way and moved k i n d  of i n  a lin'e, 

. Q - But your  squad,  t h i s  i s  t h e  f i r s t  squad,  r i g h t ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  it w a s .  

Q. ' You w e r e  i n  LIAS ' squad? 

A. Y e s ,  Se rgean t  LIAS. 

Q. And you were i n  back of ' t he  machinegun? 

A - ., Uh-huh . 
Q. And you w e r e  back down t h i s  road?  

A. R igh t .  W e  had a l r e a d y ,  now--1, myse l f ,  had a l r e a d y  
made t h i s  t u r n .  

Q. Were you up i n  f r o n t  of  t h i s  squad? 

A .  I c o u l d  have been second,  maybe t h i r d  man back. 

Q. Was any of  t h e  squad s t i l l  beh ing  t h i s  t u r n ?  

A. I t  cou ld  have been.  I c o u l d n ' t  be s u r e  about  t h a t .  
I t  cou ld  have been.  

Q. You see, a squad keeps abou t  5 o r  10 paces  between 
each  man, normal ly ,  i n  a s i t u a t i o n  l i k e  t h a t .  I f  you 've  g o t  
5 o r  6 men i n  a squad,  you 've  g o t  50 o r  60 paces  t h e r e ,  
r i g h t ?  We're t a l k i n g  about  50 ya rds .  
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A. Yeah. 

Q I t  depends how many people  you have i n  t h a t  squad. 
I t h i n k  t h e s e  squads were f a i r l y  l a r g e .  A s  a m a t t e r  of  f a c t ,  
t h e  way we have our squad b u i l t ,  o r  I should  s a y ,  t h e  way w e  
r e c o n s t r u c t e d  your  squad i s  L I A S ,  HALL, GARCIA, MICHENER, 
MILUS, STRACHAN and JONES. 

Q Maybe a couple  more t h a t  we d o n ' t  have ,  b u t  t h i s  i s  
what w e  f i g u r e  t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  squad c o n s i s t e d  o f .  

A. You've g o t  s i x  o r  seven men. 

Q. That  I s  r i g h t .  Seven men, two of which were on t h e  
machinegun, s o  t h i s  leaves--because you s e e ,  w e  p u t  MILUS and 
STRACHAN i n  t h a t  squad.  But you s e e ,  they  were a c t u a l  machine-
gun personne l  a t t a c h e d  t o  t h a t  squad. 

A. There might have been ,  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  seven men--

Q ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  They were among t h e  seven t h a t  I 
c a l l e d  o f f .  So t h a t  l e a v e s  only  f i v e  people  t h a t  w e r e  i n  t h i s  
squad. 

A. Right .  

a There may have been a couple  more. I d o n ' t  know. 
We're t a l k i n g  about a d i s t a n c e  your squad covered behind t h e  
machinegun, and I ' m  c e r t a i n  t h e r e '  must have been 15  o r  .20 y a r d s  
between t h e  machinegun and Se rgean t  LIAS . 
A. W e l l ,  we would normally t r y  t o  keep about  1 0  meters  
between each man. 

Q And t h e n ,  from Se rgean t  LIAS t o  t h a t  machinegun, h e  
k e p t  more than  1 0  me te r s ,  I t h i n k .  Maybe n o t .  He may have been 
c lo sed  up on t h a t  machinegun, b u t  normally i f  t h a t  gun i s  up 
t h e r e  w i th  t h e  p o i n t  where it i s  supposed t o  b e ,  where i t ' s  
supposed t o  have been working, the d i s t a n c e  between your p o i n t  
and t h e  f i r s t  e lement  would be  anywhere between 75 and 1 0 0  
meters ,  depending on how much v e g e t a t i o n  you 've  g o t .  A t  any 
r a t e ,  w e  f i g u r e  maybe LO meters  between each man, r i g h t ?  

. . (HALL) 104 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

APP T-240 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

Normally, s a y  1 0  y a r d s ,  t h e  d i s t a n c e  between h e r e  and 
t h a t  w a l l .  

A .  Right .  That  would normally be  it. 

Q The d i s t a n c e  between Se rgean t  L I A S ,  t h e  l e a d  man 
i n  t h e  squad ,  and t h e  r e a r  of t h e  machinegun, which would be  
LO o r  1 5  o r  20 paces .  So what we ' r e  t a l k i n g  about  i t  from 
t h i s  machinegun l o c a t i o n  r i g h t  h e r e  t o  t h e  r e a r  of t h e  f o l -
lowing squad i s  about 70 o r  80 meters  from t h e  machinegun, 
given a d i s t a n c e  between t h e  machinegun and Se rgean t  LIAS, 
say  15  o r  20 meters. 

A .  That would be--

Q ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  And about 15  more meters  f o r  t h e  
squad d i s p o s i t i o n .  This p u t s  you back- - th i s  g ives  your squad 
about 50 o r  60 meters  f o r  t h e  d i s p o s i t i o n  of pe r sonne l  and 
g ives  you a c e r t a i n  d i s t a n c e  from t h a t  machinegun. So we ' re  
t a l k i n g  about ,  based on t h e  s c a l e  of t h i s  map, a number o f  
t h e  squad would have been around t h a t  bend. 

A .  Yes, t h a t  would be  t r u e .  

Q And you were probabiy somewhere i n  t h e  c e n t e r  i f  
you were number two o r  t h r e e  man. There w e r e n ' t  b u t  f i v e  men 
as w e  f i g u r e ,  f i v e  o r  s i x ,  s o  it is  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  some of t h e  
squad was back t h e r e .  

A .  L e t  m e  say  t h i s ,  you know, sometimes you g e t  some 
f i r e  o r  something l i k e  t h a t p  I guess  t h i s  happens i n  every  
squad o r  something.  Men w i l l  k ind  of--

Q . ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Bunch up? 

A .  Bunch up, you s e e .  

Q. Y e s ,  I know. 

A. I d i d n ' t  n o t i c e .  Yaybe a few o f  t h e  p l a t o o n s  were 
t h e r e  a l i t t l e  f u r t h e r  ahead of u s ,  b u t  I would go a long  about 
how you p u t  t h i s .  You s a i d  some of  t h e  men could  have been 
f u r t h e r  back.  
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Q. This  i s  NILUS ' machinegun, r i g h t  ( i n d i c a t i n g  on 
map) ? 

A. . Right .  

Q Now, where w a s  t h e  p o i n t  a t  t h a t  t ime? 

W e l l ,  some, t h e  point- -

Q ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Do you know what w e ' r e  t a l k i n g  about?  
We're t a l k i n g  about  t h e  d i s p o s i t i o n  of t h e  forward e lements  of 
t h a t  p l a toon  a t  about  09 30, t h e  t ime of t h i s  f i r i n g .  

A .  The p o i n t  men? 

Right .  

A. W e l l ,  t h e  p o i n t  men--a couple  of  them, I t h i n k  it was 
TAYLOR and t h e  o t h e r  one;  I f o r g o t  h i s  name. 

Q You had HOOTON, TAYLOR, TITTLE. 

A. TITTLE. The p o i n t  men had a l r e a d y ,  I t h i n k  they  
had went i n  and checked o u t  one o r  two, maybe t h r e e ,  of  t h e  
hootches  t h a t  t hey  went i n t o .  

Q Thi s  i s  b e f o r e  t h e  f i r i n g  s t a r t e d  I assume y o u ' r e
t a l k i n g  &sat. 

A. Oh, yes .  

Q Were they  f i r i n g  when they were checking t h e s e  
hootches  ou t?  

A. I cou ldn ' t - - I  d o n ' t  remember i f  t hey  w e r e  f i r i n g  
o r  n o t .  They could have been.  I c o u l d n ' t  be s u r e  about it. 

Q A l l  r i g h t .  When MILUS' M-60 w a s  back h e r e ,  t h e  p o i n t  
c o u l d n ' t  have gone, i f  it was f i r i n g  l i k e  you have t o l d  me, t h e  

106 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

APP T-240 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

p o i n t  c o u l d n ' t  have been i n  t h a t  v i l l a g e ,  o r  a t  l e a s t  it was 
wel l -coord ina ted  suppor t  f i r e .  

A .  W e l l ,  t h o s e  p o i n t  men., t hey  were ,  as  I r e c a l l ,  I 
b e l i e v e  t h e y  w e r e  c a l l e d  back o u t  of t h e ,  you know, say  t h e  
pe r ime te r  of  f i r e .  They w e r e n ' t  what you might say  i n  jeo-
pardy,  i n  t h e  l i n e  of f i r e ,  machinegun. There were a couple  
of o t h e r  p o i n t  men i n  t h e r e  a l r e a d y ,  and t h e  t h r e e  of them 
had a l r e a d y  gone i n  and searched  o u t  one o r  two of t h e  hootches .  
They were c a l l e d  back.  

Q- Who c a l l e d  them back? 

A .  It may have been t h e  l i e u t e n a n t .  It  might have 
been. I say  t h i s  because t h e  p o i n t  was p r e t t y  w e l l  forward.  
They-were,  i n  a way, k ind  of b o l d  t o  go i n  t o  s e a r c h  o u t  any-
t h i n g .  TAYLOR was one who it d i d n ' t  make much d i f f e r e n c e  w i t h -
him. He'd go i n s i d e  a bunker o r  what. It d idn  't make much 
d i f f e r e n c e  w i t h  him.. H e  was: just t h a t  k i n d  of guy. . I b e l i e v e  
I ' m  c o r r e c t  when I say  t h a t  they  were be ing  c a l l e d  back ,  because 
they  were g e t t i n g  ahead of . t h e  p l a toon .  L ieu t enan t  WILLINGHAM 
was t r y i n g  t o  keep t h e  p l a toon  t o g e t h e r  i n  k i n d  of  a coordin-
a t e d  movement h e r e .  

9. When you saw t h e  14-6G f i r i r l g ,  it w a s  cover ing  t h e  
whole v i l l a g e ?  

A .  Y e s ,  I 'd say .  You might say  it had t h e  whole a r e a  
which they  w e r e  about  t o  e n t e r .  I t  was p r e t t y  w e l l  covered.  
There were a l o t  of t r e e s ,  coconut t r e e s ,  sh rubs  and v e g e t a t i o n .  
I t  w a s n ' t  one of t h e  c l e a r e s t  v i l l a g e s  we'd e v e r  been i n .  

Q Did you say  i t  was h e a v i l y  v e g e t a t e d  o r  medium? 

A .  About medium. There were q u i t e  a few of  t h e  coconut  
. .  t r e e s  and banana trees i n  t h e  a r e a .  

From your  l o c a t i o n ,  cou ld  you observe t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. W e l l ,  n o t  e n t i r e l y .  From what I ' v e  s a i d ,  l i k e  I 
s a i d ,  you approached and made t h a t  t u r n  a s  you s t a r t  t o  approach 
and t h a t  t r a i l  l e a d s  you r i g h t  down t o  t h e  middle of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  
and you can s p o t  hootches  i n  t h e r e .  L ike  I s a i d ,  t h e r e  a r e  
t h o s e  trees and eve ry th ing ,  some of t h e  banana t r e e s .  You 
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c o u l d n ' t ,  what you might s a y ,  s e e  o t h e r  t h i n g s .  L ike  I s a y ,  
I can on ly  s ay  what I s a w .  

Q How many hootches  of t h e  10 o r  15  t h a t  w e r e  i n  
t h e  v i l l a g e  do you t h i n k  you could  s e e  from your  l o c a t i o n  a t  
t h e  t i m e  t h e  machinegun was f i r i n g ?  

Four o r  f i v e  o r  s i x .  

Q You c o u l d n ' t  s e e  very many? 

A. Hootches? 

Very many hootches .  

A. No, because we h a d n ' t  go t  i n  deep enough t o  see 
p o s s i b l y  o t h e r s .  

Q How about  t h e  machinegunner? What could he  s ee?  

A. W e l l ,  he was a l i t t l e  ahead of us .  He might have 
seen  a l i t t l e  more than  me, b u t  I k ind  of doubt it. I imagine 
t h a t  w e  could a l l  s e e  about  t h e  same t h i n g .  

Q And you b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  p o i n t  w a s  c a l l e d  o u t  of  
t h e  v i l l a g e  b e f o r e  t h e  machinegun s t a r t e d  f i r i n g ?  

A. As I reca l l ,  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  I mentioned t h a t  t h e  
l a s t  t i m e ,  b u t  I b e l i e v e .  t hey  were. 

Q But they  d i d  e n t e r  the '  v i l l a g e ,  r i g h t ?  

A. Y e s ,  t hey  d i d  g e t  through some, one o r  two o r  
t h r e e  of  t h e  hootches .  

Q Now, what w a s  t h e  reason  f o r  t h a t  M-60 be ing  moved 
i n  t h e r e  t o  f i r e ?  

A. W e l l ,  t o  c l e a r  t h e  a r ea .  

Q Why was it neces sa ry  t o  c l e a r  i t ?  

A. W e l l ,  w e  t h o u g h t - - l e t ' s  j u s t  s ay  it was s a i d  t o  have 
been a VC v i l l a g e ,  because wh i l e  we were t r y i n g  t o  make i t  t o  
t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  a r e a ,  I s a i d  w e  had a grenade thrown a t  u s .  
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Q Did you s e e  t h a t  grenade? 

A. I never  d i d  s e e  i t .  

Q Go ahead. 

A. Of c o u r s e ,  it d i d n ' t  t a k e  much convincing;  t hey  
s a i d  one w a s  thrown. That  w a s  good enough. Of c o u r s e ,  t h a t  
slowed us down some, and we proceeded on. We never  d i d  s e e  
t h e  one t h a t  threw t h e  grenade.  I never  d i d  s e e  him. The 
p o i n t  man may have.  TITTLE o r  somebody saw it, b u t  anyway, 
when w e  s t a r t e d  on ,  they  j u s t  moved on i n t o  t h e  a r e a  t h e r e .  
When a11 t h i s  happened, I guess i n  a way, it k i n d  of g e t s  
you uneasy,  and w e  moved i n t o  t h i s  a r e a  h e r e .  The movements 
t h a t . w e r e  going on i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  we j u s t  pe rce ived  t h a t  it 
was a VC v i l l a g e .  There seemed t o  be  d i f f e r e n t  t y p e s  of 
t r a c k s .  Like I s a i d ,  when you ' r e  o v e r  t h e r e  a wh i l e  you f e e l  
l i k e  you develop an a b i l i t y  t o  r ead  a VC f o o t p r i n t  o r  some-
t h i n g  l i k e  t h a t .  They always seemed t o  wear a type  o f  a 
t e n n i s  shoe o r  something. , . I tj u s t  looked l i k e  a VC v i l l a g e  
t o  us ,  I mean e n t i r e l y ,  as f a r  as imposing t o  u s ,  t h e  way t h a t  
w e  could s e e  it. 

Q Your f i r s t  obse rva t ion  of  t h e  v i l l a g e  w a s  about  
t h e  t i m e  t h i s  machinegun was f i r i n g ,  o r  w a s  it when t h e  p o i n t  
was s e a r c h i n g  t h o s e  few hootches  on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e ?  

A .  A s  w e  were moving a c r o s s  t h e  b r i d g e  you could 
s p o t  a few o f  t h e  hootches  t h e r e .  I mean they  were v i s i b l e .  
You could s e e  them from t h i s  s i d e .  

Q From t h e  b r idge?  

A. Righ t ,  even b e f o r e  w e  c ros sed .  

Q From t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  o f  t h e  r i v e r ,  t hen?  

A. W e  knew t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  a v i l l a g e  t h e r e ,  s o  t h a t ' s  
why I would s a y  t h e  machinegun was deployed because it had--

Q =  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  You s a w  t h e  v i l l a g e  from t h e  o t h e r  
s i d e  of  t h e  b r idge .  Did you see any people  o v e r ,  t h e r e ?  
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A. W e l l ,  we could  see d i f f e r e n t  movements. I c o u l d n ' t  
dec ide  how many o r  what. I t ' s  a l i t t l e  b i t  ha rd  t o  t e l l  whether  
t hey  were male o r  female ,  b u t  we d i d  know t h e r e  was movement i n  
t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q 'Now, we were informed t h a t  t h e r e  were f i v e  mortar  
rounds f i r e d  ove r  t h e r e ,  somewhere on t h a t  s i d e  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  
Do you remember t h i s ?  

A. You mean f i r e d  up on t h e  American t r o o p s ?  

Q F i r e d  on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of  t h e  b r i d g e ,  somewhere on 
t h e  e a s t  s i d e  o f  t h e  b r idge .  I t  could have been o u t  on t h e  
beach. I t  could have been r i g h t  on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of  t h e  b r i d g e ,  
Five  rounds--a l l  b u t  two were duds. 

A. I t  i s  p o s s i b l e ,  b u t  I c o u l d n ' t  be  s u r e  about  t h a t .  

Q Now, a f t e r  t h e  machinegun s topped firing--how long  
do you t h i n k  it f i r e d ?  

A. Do you mean a f t e r  it was deployed? 

Q Y e s .  

A. There could have been 1 0 ,  1 5 ,  maybe 2 0  minutes of 
i t ,  because they  used up q u i t e  a b i t  of ammo. That ' s  why 
they  flew i n  some more, p l u s  t h e  demol i t ions  t o  blow up t h o s e  
bunkers .  

Q Was anybody e l s e  f i r i n g  a t  t h e  t ime t h e  machinegun 
w a s  f i r i n g ?  

A. Y e s ,  t h e r e  was some s m a l l  arms f i r e .  

Q Where was it coming from? Behind you,  i n  f r o n t  of 
you; where? 

A. I t  was t o  ou r  f r o n t  and k ind  of on t h e  s i d e s  of  u s .  
L ike  I s a i d ,  t h e  f i r i n g  had commenced. Some of t h e  men, l i k e  
you s a y ,  you know, t hey  go t  k ind  of bes ide  one ano the r  and a 
p o i n t  man was f i r i n g  i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  up on d i f f e r e n t  t h i n g s .  
They s a w  t h i n g s  moving. T h a t ' s  about i t ,  about  t h e  way I can 
d e s c r i b e  i t .  But most ly ,  it was t h e  machinegun t h a t  was doing 
q u i t e  a cons ide rab le  amount of t h e  f i r i n g  a f t e r  it was deployed.  
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Q Okay. Now, a f t e r  t h a t  was o v e r ,  what happened?
Did your  squad move i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A .  They f lew i n  some more a m u n i t i o n ,  and we had t o  
move o u t  r i g h t  away. I t  w a s n ' t  t o o  long  a f t e r  that--we d i d  
k ind  of  move i n  squads .  The squads j u s t  k ind  o f  g o t  t o g e t h e r ,  
and t h a t ' s  when w e  began t o  s t a r t  s e a r c h i n g  o u t  t h e  hootches .  

Q You s a i d  you saw about  t h r e e  bod ie s  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

A. I s a i d  two t h a t  I knew o f .  I s a w  two. There 
p o s s i b l y  could  have been a t h i r d  one t h a t  had been t rapped  i n  
one of  t h e s e  bunkers .  

Q *  Now, t h i s  was a f t e r  t h e  f i r i n g  had a l l  f i n i s h e d ?  

A .  A l l  t h a t  exc i tement  had d i e d  down, and we had a l -
ready gone i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e .  I t  was, what you might s a y ,  
i n f i l t r a t i n g .  L ike  t h e  whole a r e a  w a s  j u s t  about  covered.  

Q Okay. When you.went  i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  was t h e  
p o i n t  s t i l l  i n  t h e r e ,  o r  had they  completed t h e i r  miss ion 
i n  t h e r e ,  o r  w e r e  t hey  i n  a p a r t  of t h e  v i l l a g e  and .you i n  
ano the r  p a r t ?  

A .  They were on deeper  i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e .  We were 
coming i n  because--I  b e l i e v e  they  had some of  t h e s e  M-26 
grenades t h a t  t hey  were throwing,  you s e e ,  i n t o  t h o s e  bunkers .  

Q - Is t h e  M-26 a CN o r  a CS grenade? 

A .  It  was a f ragmenta t ion .  

Q I t  was a f ragmenta t ion  grenade? 

A. Right .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  a t  any t ime t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  pas s  
your grenades forward? 

A. I t  i s  p o s s i b l e ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  recal l .  

Q. Did you e v e r  do t h i s  ove r  t h e r e ?  
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A.  Y e s ,  I have done t h a t  b e f o r e .  

Q Send your  grenades forward? 

A .  Y e s ,  I ' v e  done t h a t  b e f o r e  on o p e r a t i o n s .  

Q Do you remember doing t h i s ?  

A .  I d o n ' t  remember t hen .  I remember sending  t h e  M-60 
ammunition up. T h a t ' s  t h e  on ly  t h i n g  I remember. I t  is pos-
s i b l e ,  handing up grenades ,  b u t  l i k e  I s a y ,  I c o u l d n ' t  be--

Q ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  There was s t i l l ,  a t  ano the r  p a r t
down f u r t h e r  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  t h e r e  was a  demol i t ion  job when 
you a l l  came i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  Is t h a t  r i g h t ?  

A .  W e l l ,  by t h a t  t ime most of us had g o t t e n  i n t o  t h e  
v i l l a g e ,  and they  w e r e  on up ahead of u s .  We might have been 
i n  c l o s e r  t o  t h e  middle of  it. 

Q Had t h e  p o i n t  preceded t h e  p l a toon  a l l  through t h e  
v i l l a g e ?  

A.  You mean they  were ahead? Right .  

0 Did L ieu tenan t  WILLINGHAM e v e r  move forward of  
your p l a toon?  

A. W e l l ,  he  w a s  more w i t h ,  you know, up r i g h t  i n  be-
h ind  t h e  p o i n t  men, because he  was up ahead of me. Our squad 
l i k e  I s a i d ,  going back t o  a w h i l e  ago,  our  squad,  t h e  f i r s t  
squad,  was t h e  one t h a t  preceded t h e  p o i n t  e lement .  

Q I thought  you s a i d  he  w a s  j u s t  behind you? 

A. You mean t h e  p o i n t  element? 

Q No, L ieu tenan t  WILLINGHAM.  

A. W e l l ,  now, I menkioned he  came forward wher, we were 
r i g h t  t h e r e  a t  t h e  o u t s k i r t s  of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  b e f o r e  w e  went i n .  
L i eu t enan t  WILLINGHAM came forward,  you s e e ,  and some of  t h e  
p o i n t  men had a l r eady  gone i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  i t s e l f .  Now, h e  
was up ahead of us .  I mentioned L ieu tenan t  WILLINGHAM b e i n g  
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behind us be fo re  we crossed  t h a t  b r idge .  H e  was behind us when 
this grenade was thrown a t  us.  

Q And then  he passed you o r  came--you saw him go
forward when you were r i g h t  o u t s i d e  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A .  Right.  

Before t h e  machinegun s t a r t e d  f i r i n g ?  

A. Right.  Mostly, I remember him coming forward. L e t ' s  
j u s t  say  when I mostly remember him coming forward when we had 
not  e n t e r e d  t h e  v i l l a g e  y e t ,  and poss ib ly  some of  t h e  p o i n t  men 
had, b u t  he d i d  come forward up ahead of us .  

Q Did he s t a y  t h e r e ?  

A. Y e s ,  t h a t ' s  where he  remained. 

Q Did he  have h i s  r a d i o  with  him? 

A. H i s  RTO was wi th  him, r i g h t .  

Q A t  t h a t  t i m e ,  d i d  you s t i l l  s e e  movement around t h a t  
v i l l a g e ?  

A. Well,  w i th  a l l  t h e  exc i tement ,  r i g h t .  There was a 
l o t  of people ,  you know, moving throughout t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q- I t  must have been c lose?  

A. Well,  t h e  r idge  now, l i k e  I s a i d ,  I mentioned I 
saw four  women t h a t  were on t o p  of t h e  r i d g e .  Now, they  was 
very v i s i b l e .  The people  seemed t o  k ind  of move o u t  with  t h e  
f i r i n g  going on. The people were moving up t h i s  r i d g e ,  you 
s e e ,  g e t t i n g  up over  t h i s  r idge  toward t h e  beach.  

Q. Did anybody t a k e  those  people under f i r e  when 
they were going up t h a t  r idge?  

A .  Yes. Some of t h e  men was f i r i n g  upon them. 

Q. What were those  people? Mostly what type?  Men? 
Women? What? 
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A. W e l l ,  I saw mostly women. 

How many were k i l l e d  going up t h a t  r i d g e ?  

A .  I c o u l d n ' t  answer t h a t .  I c o u l d n ' t  be  c o r r e c t .  

Q They were running? 

A. Y e s .  Some were running.  Some were ,  I g u e s s ,  s ca red .  
I guess  t hey  d i d n ' t  know what t o  do. Those f o u r  women w e r e  k ind  
of bunching up. 

Q Did t h o s e  women g e t  r i g h t  behind t h a t  r i d g e ?  

A .  They were over--you could s e e  them up on t h a t  r i d g e ,  
yeah. 

Q Did you eve r  s e e  them aga in?  

A. No, un le s s  they  were rounded up. They a l l  k ind  of  
look a l i k e .  They d r e s s  a l i k e .  A f t e r  t hey  were rounded up, t h e y  
could have been among t h e  crowd. They d i d n '  t ,  what you might 
s a y ,  s t a n d  o u t  i n  my mind. 

Q And you went through t h e  v i l l a g e s .  Did you f i n d  
any people  i n  your s ea rch?  

A. Y e s ,  we i n t e r c e p t e d  two. When we went through t h e  
v i l l a g e ,  we g o t  on t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  t r a i l ,  t h e  one up ove r  t h e  
r i d g e .  I t h i n k  t h e r e  was a woman and h e r  daugh te r ,  an o l d e r  
t y p e  woman and a younger g i r l .  We i n t e r c e p t e d  them. M e  and 
GARCIA and another  e lement  of o u r  squad i n t e r c e p t e d  them and 
go t  them down i n t o  the  vj..l.lage. Yo11 s e e ,  because a t  t h i s  p o i n t  
t hey  were g e t t i n g  t h o s e  moving around. We were g a t h e r i n g  them 
t o g e t h e r ,  s o  w e  j u s t  i n t e r c e p t e d  them and took them down t o  t h e  
r e s t  of t h e  people .  

Q How come t h e s e  were on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  r i d g e ?  
Were t h e r e  any bunkers ,  o r  where d i d  you f i n d  them? 

A. You inean t h e  two w e  i n t e r c e p t e d ?  

Q *  Y e s .  

APP T-240 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

A.  The beach.  They w e r e  going down t h e  beach from 
t h e  s o u t h ,  j u s t  coming down. 

Q You w e r e  on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  r i d g e  then?  

A .  Y e s .  

Q- You were over  on the beach? 

A .  W e  j u s t  went through t h i s  l i t t l e  o l d  breakway i n  
t h e  r i d g e  on t h i s  t r a i l ;  A t  h i s  p o i n t ,  see, o u r  men were j u s t  
a l l  over  t h e  v i l l a g e  g e t t i n g  t h o s e ,  you kncw, people .  Soine 
were s i t t i n g  i n s i d e  hootches .  They would t a k e  them by t h e  arm 
o r  something l i k e .  They w e r e  g a t h e r i n g  them t o g e t h e r ,  s o  when 
they  came on t h e  beach about  t h a t  t i m e ,  t h e y  were j u s t  r i g h t  
t h e r e .  W e  j u s t  i n t e r c e p t e d  them and c a r r i e d  them on down w i t h  
t h e  rest of them. 

Q. I c a n ' t  imagine t h o s e  people  s i t t i n g  t h e r e  i n  t h o s e  
hootches  w h i l e  t h e y  ' r e  f i r i n g  machinegun f i r e  i n t o  them? 

A. W e l l ,  we n o t i c e d ,  s i r ,  a l l  t h o s e  o l d  men and women. 
I guess ,  t h e y  j u s t  saw s o  much going on a l l  t h e  t ime .  I ' m  
s u r e  t h e y  were probably a l o t  of t imes  s c a r e d ,  b u t  w e  had a 
few c h a r a c t e r s  t h a t  would s t a y  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  I d o n ' t  know 
what; t h e y  j u s t  t a k e  it a l l  i n  s t r i d e .  I mean i t ' s  hard .  I 
could  speak from my own p e r s o n a l  f e e l i n g s  and c o n v i c t i o n s .  
When y o u ' r e  i n  a p l ace  l i k e  t h a t  and see some of  t h e  malnu-
t r i t i o n  i n  some f a m i l i e s  and t h e  s o r e s  and eve ry th ing .  I d o n ' t  
know, i t ' s  j u s t  ano the r  t h i n g .  You r ead  about  and h e a r  about  
t h i n g s  t h a t  go on i n  d i f f e r e n t  c o u n t r i e s ,  b u t  when y o u ' r e  
a c t u a l l y  engaged i n  i t ,  it .ge t s  p r e t t y  c l o s e  t o  you. I t ' s  j u s t  
my p e r s o n a l  e x p r e s s i o n .  I t ' s  l i k e  t h i s  o l d  man t h a t  TAYLOR 
he lped  o u t  of t h e  bunker. H e  d i d n ' t  seem t o  b e  s c a r e d .  I n  
f a c t ,  h e  looked l i k e  he  c o u l d n ' t  even h e a r  t o o  w e l l .  

Q. W e l l ,  t h e s e  15 t o  2 2  t h a t  you say  w e r e  rounded up, 
would you say most of t h o s e  p u l l e d  o u t  from s i t t i n g  i n  t h e i r  
hootches ,  o r  w e r e  they  down i n  bunkers?  

A .  W e l l ,  t h e r e  were some i n  hootches .  Some had made 
t h e i r  way ove r  t o  t h e  r i d g e ,  l i k e  t h e s e  f o u r  women, and some 
were i n s i d e  t h e  bunkers ,  going back t o  t h a t  o l d  man t h e r e .  ~ i k e  
t h o s e  t h a t  w e  would g e t  walking up and down t h a t  were i n  t h i s  
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a r e a  dqdn t h e  beach,  walking up and down. They j u s t  seemed 
t o  make up t h e  group of people  t h a t  we rounded up. 

Q. Now, we've had w i t n e s s e s  say t h e r e  was no a t t e m p t  
t o  ,jet t h e  people  o u t  of bunkers .  They j u s t  threw hand gre-
na<.es i n  t h e r e .  

A ,  Well ,  t h e r e  w a s  s t i l l  a l o t  of bunkers t h a t  had 
hezn--I mean they  were s ea rched  o u t  even though t h e y  had been 
biown up. I f  t h e r e  were i n d i v i d u a l s  t h a t  might have seen it 
:.n o t h e r  ways, maybe on t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r ,  I know t h a t  I was--
I most ly ,  t h e  t ime--in f a c t ,  m e  and GARCIA and one of t h e  
o t h e r  e lements  of our  squad,  w e  s t a y e d  t h e r e  on t h a t  p a r t i c -
u l a r  t r a i l ,  because I t h i n k  Lieu tenant  WILLINGHAM had t o l d  us 
t o  s t a y  t h e r e ,  and anyone t h a t  came down on t h e  beach ,  you 
know, he wanted t o  know t h e  t ime.  We s p e n t  q u i t e  a b i t  of  t h e  
a f t e rnoon  up t h e r e  r i g h t  b e s i d e  t h e  beach.  

Q. What do you t h i n k  about t h e  VC body count  t h a t  day?
Do you r e c a l l  what I t o l d  you t h o s e  r e p o r t s  were? 

Q- Twelve, e i g h t e e n  and e i g h t .  T o t a l  of  38? 

A. Yeah, I remember t h o s e  numbers, but--

Q • ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  And t h e  t imes  of t h e  r e p o r t ,  t o o ,  
a r e  s i g n i f i c a n t  I t h i n k  because t h e  f i r s t  r e p o r t  w a s  a t  0955. 
The nex t  r e p o r t  was a t  1025,  and the nex t  r e p o r t  w a s  a t  1420. 

A. A l l  of t h e s e  r e p o r t s  were coming o u t  of t h i s  a r e a  
t h a t  we were i n ?  

Q A 1 1  o f  them were coming o u t  of t h a t  a r e a .  

A. W e l l ,  s i r ,  I d i d  s e e  a  couple  o f  k i d s  on t h a t  t r a i l  
t h a t  I was on ,  and someone had mentioned t h a t  t h e r e  was a c h i l d  
t h a t  was l y i n g  by t h o s e  bunkers t h a t  had been t r apped .  When t h i s  
demol i t ion  was going on,  t h e r e  was a lady t r apped  i n  t h e r e .  A s  
f a r  a s  p h y s i c a l l y  s e e i n g  t h o s e  t h a t  I j u s t  mentioned,  I know t h a t  
I ' m  r i g h t  t h e r e  because I s a w  t h a t ,  b u t  a s  f a r  a s  a l a r g e  number 
o r  body coun t ,  I d o n ' t  know. I d i d n ' t ,  what you might s a y ,  go 
over  t h e  whole v i l l a g e ,  because you know y o u r s e l f ,  you t a k e  t h e  
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machinegun and go f i r e  i n t o  a v i l l a g e .  There is  no t e l l i n g  
what you a l l  k i l l ,  so  t h a t ' s  my b e s t  d e s c r i p t i o n .  

Q D i d  you s e e  any s t e e l  helmets or  equipment t h a t  
they found i n  t h e  town o r  v i l l a g e ?  

A. I don' t r e c a l l .  We would always f i n d  a canteen 
o r  a VC b e l t  o r  something l i k e  t h a t  when we would make a 
search .  

Q =  Did you know LARCHE? 

A. 'The name kind of r i n g s  a b e l l .  I d o n ' t  be l i eve  
he was i n  our  p la toon ,  was he? 

9 He was supposed t o  have been up t h e r e  with t h e  
po in t .  

A. You g e t  t o  know one or' t h e  fe l lows.  He might be 
wounded o r  something, and they were always sending i n  new 
replacements. 

Q He hadn' t been t h e r e  very long. 
9 

A. S i r ,  t h e  name kind of r i n g s  a b e l i ,  bu t  I might 
no t  have got  t o  know him personal ly .  Most of t h e  o t h e r  guys 
t h a t  were t h e r e .  

Q D o  you know PLACEK? 

A. PLACEK? Yes, h i s  name i s  f a m i l i a r .  I t ' s  no t  t o o  
good wi th  my mind. Some of t h e  men and t h e  names seem t o  
r i n g  a b e l l ,  bu t  t h a t ' s  about it. 

Q. Can you r e c a l l  anything about t h a t  v i l l a g e  on t h a t  
morning t h a t  we haven ' t  got  on t h i s  photograph? 

A. No, t h a t ' s  about ,  i f  I can use t h e  word " h i g h l i g h t s  ." 
Tha t ' s  about it. There would, of course ,  have been t h e  hoo-tchcs. 
They were destroyed.  We burned those  down when we l e f t .  

Q- W e  had a forward a i r  c o n t r o l l e r  i n  t h e  a i r ,  a b i r d  
dog, t h a t  s a i d  a t  0930 o r  a t  0940, he saw an impact on t h e  
beach. Now, "beach" is  a p e c u l i a r  word w i t h  t h e s e  o u t s i d e  
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observers ,  b u t  I wonder i f  he was t a l k i n g  about--could he be 
r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  demoli t ion of t h e  these  hootches o r  something? 

A. , Iwould say s o ,  because t h e r e  was q u i t e  a b i t  of 
t h a t  going on. 

Q. About t h a t  time? 

A. Y e s .  

Q We have another  r e p o r t  going i n  a t  1555 from B 
Company which repor ted  no women o r  ch i ld ren  i n  t h e  body 
counts made t h a t  morning. Did you ever  hear  t h a t ?  

A. They s a i d  no women? 

Q No women o r  ch i ld ren?  

A. No, I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t .  I only spoke f o r  what 
I saw, because a f t e r  it was a l l  over ,  i t , s e e m e d  l i k e  t h e r e  
was nothing t h e r e  b u t  women and ch i ld ren .  

Q T h a t ' s  what it sounds l i k e  a f t e r  you g e t  a whole 
bunch of testimony toge the r .  Did you hear  of any rapes i n  
t h i s  v i l l a g e ?  .I 

A. No, sir.  

Q a We have testimony from a Vietnamese woman by t h e  
name of BAY who s a i d  she  was raped twice and t h a t  she was 
l a t e r  t h a t  day taken t o  t h e  f i e l d  up nor th  from t h e  v i l l a g e .  
She spent  t h e  n i g h t  i n  t h e  field w i t h  the t r c o p s ,  but wasn ' t  
molested. The next day, they t o l d  h e r  t h a t  they  wanted t o  
go back t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  and she  took them back down t h e r e  
and she was l a t e r  turned  over t o  some ARVN s o l d i e r s .  Now, 
t h i s  sounds l i k e  t h e  woman who was t i e d  and l ead ing  t h e  
po in t .  I n  f a c t ,  h e r  testimony t r a c k s  r i g h t  down t h e  l i n e .  
T h a t ' s  probably t h e  woman, t h e  same one, even t o  t h e  p o i n t  
of being turned over t o  t h e  ARVN s o l d i e r s ,  She claims 
she  was raped t h a t  morning twice and as  a r e s u l t ,  l o s t  a 
c h i l d ,  2 months pregnant ,  and from t h a t  po in t  on,  h e r  t -es t -
timony j u s t  t r a c k s  r i g h t  down the  l i n e  with o t h e r  t e s t i -
mony t h a t  we have. Did you ever  s e e  t h i s  woman? 
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A. Y e s ,  I saw h e r .  

Q Did she have any k ind  of p e c u l i a r  head g e a r  t h a t  
you can r e c a l l ?  

A, Not t h a t  I can r e c a l l .  

Q Did you see h e r  a t  a l a t e r  t ime wi th  ARVN 
s o l d i e r s ?  . 

A. Not t h a t  I can r e c a l l .  

, Q =  We've had an i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  she was t u r n e d  over  
t o  t h e  ARVN s o l d i e r s  a t  t h e  t i m e  you a l l  made t h a t  march s o u t h ,  
down t o  t h e  end where t h e  r i v e r  r u n s  i n t o  t h e  ocean? 

A. R igh t ,  

Q That  she w a s  cooking f o r  them. I guess they
would have been wi th  t h e  1st P la toon ,  because t h e  1st 
P la toon  w a s  moving sou th  on t h e  r i v e r  s i d e  of t h e  pen insu la .  

, There i s  some i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  photograph P-210 may be h e r .  
I know t h a t  it is d i f f i c u l t  t o  see t h a t  i n d i v i d u a l  t h a t  i s  
i n  t h e  photograph,  because it i s  an awful p e c u l i a r  headgear  
she is wear ing,  whatever it is.. 

A. It  looks  l i k e  a he lmet ,  d o e s n ' t  i t ?  

Q Yes, it does. Like a p i t h  helmet.  I t  would be 
something t h a t  I would remember a s  be ing  a l o t  d i f f e r e n t  
from a r e g u l a r  s t r a w  tun ic - type  headgear  they  wear. 

A. It may sound a l i t t l e  s t r a n g e ,  b u t  I recognize  
t h e  shoes she has  on more s o  t h a n  t h e  headgear .  

Q Why. 

A. W e l l ,  I b e l i e v e  t h i s  one w a s  l e a d i n g  t h e  p o i n t ,  
and I b e l i e v e  she d i d  have on t h e s e  l i t t l e  o l d  f l i p  f l o p s ,  
whatever they  c a l l  them, and she could  have had t h a t  helmet 
on. Like I s a y ,  it d o e s n ' t  s t a n d  o u t .  

Q. You're t h e  second one t h a t  has  mentioned those  
shoes ,  and I t h i n k  it is  most unusual .  I would have thought  
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those  shoes were r a t h e r  common over  t h e r e ?  

A .  W e l l ,  t h ey  a r e .  

Q You a r e  t h e  second one t h a t  s a i d  they  remem-
bered  t h e  shoes.  D o  you remember t h e  woman t h a t  was w i th  
t h e  p o i n t  wear ing those  shoes?  

A. I t e l l  you,  I would s a y ,  accord ing  t o  t h e s e  shoes ,  
t h a t  would be t h e  same 'woman. She wasn ' t  an o l d ,  you know, 
woman. She was I ' d  f i g u r e  h e r  t o  be around,  t h i s  is  my own 
q,uess, probably 25, 3 0 ,  32. Those people ,  some of them a r e  
s o  smal l  t h a t  i t ' s  k ind  of  hard t o  guess t h e i r  age ,  b u t  t h a t  
would be my guess .  She wasn ' t  an o l d  woman and she w a s  v e r y ,  
i n  a way, a l i t t l e  b i t  b e t t e r  looking  t h a n  some of t h e  o t h e r s  
t h a t  w e  had' seen  o v e r  t h e r e .  These shoes , they  a r e  a common 
t h i n g ,  b u t  t h e r e  i s  a whole heck of a l o t  of them t h a t  j u s t  
goes b a r e f o o t ,  you know. I n  o t h e r  words, it was r a t h e r  
unusual  when you went i n t o  a v i l l a g e  l i k e  t h a t  and one of 
t h e  women w e r e  wear ing o r  t h e  c h i l d r e n  were wear ing a p a i r  
of those  f l i p  f l o p s .  I mean, i n  a way, they k ind  of s t a n d  
o u t  because you saw s o  many of  t h e  o t h e r s  b a r e f o o t e d ;  I 
mean, even i n  t h e  f i e l d s  working ba re foo ted .  

Q. I guess you a r e  r i g h t .  My expe r i ence  i s  con-
f i n e d  t o o  much around t h e  l a r g e r  c i t i e s  and n o t  a s  much i n  
t h e  count ry .  A s  a m a t t e r  of fac t - -

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I am .a count ry  boy. 

Q I mean i n  Vietnam. I ' m  n o t  t a l k i n g  about  t h e  
s t a t e s ,  A s  a m a t t e r  of f a c t ,  a i l  ok t h e  photographs t h a t  
w e  have of t h e  v i l l a g e r s  i n  My L a i  ( 4 ) ,  which w e r e  t h e  
photographs t aken  by HAEBERZIE, t h e  massacre photographs 
t h a t  you r e c a l l  w e r e  i n  L i f e  magazine, and I ' m  r e f e r r i n g  
t o  t h e  photographs 3 9 ,  40, 4 1 ,  42. Not one of t h e  photo-
graphs ,  a l though t h e r e  a t o t a l  o f ,  l e t ' s  s a y ,  15  t o  20 
people  i n  them, n o t  one of  -them have anyth ing  on t h e i r  
f e e t .  Maybe y o u ' r e  r i g h t .  Those shoes  would s t a n d  o u t  
i n  your mind because they  d o n ' t  wear anyth ing  on t h e i r  
f e e t .  Did you hea r  of any r a p e s  on t h i s  ope ra t ion?  

A .  No, I c o u l d n ' t  say t h e r e  w$s.  I j u s t  d o n ' t  
r e c a l l  any th ing  l i k e  t h a t .  
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Q. M r .  HALL, do you have any f u r t h e r  t es t imony,  any
f u r t h e r  i n fo rma t ion  t h a t  might ass is t  us i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A. No, s i r ,  no t  b u t  what I 've a l r eady  s a i d .  I c o u l c n ' t  
add anyth ing  t o  it. I f  I can s a y ,  you mentioned about  Code 
of Conduct l a s t  t ime I was he re .  I f  I had it I ' d  send it t o  
you. I checked my souven i r s  and t h i n g s  l i k e  t h a t .  I h a v e n ' t  
g o t  it, s o  e v i d e n t l y ,  I must have t u r n e d  it i n  o r  something. 

Q. Los t  i t ?  

A. Los t  it o r  threw it away when I came o u t .  I d o n ' t  
know. 

Q- I ' m  going t o  ask  you t o  s i g n  t h i s  photograph s o  it 
can be e n t e r e d  as an e x h i b i t ,  b u t  b e f o r e  I do ,  I would l i k e  f o r  
t h e  r eco rd  t o  show what I pu t  on h e r e .  These i tems a r e  n o t  
numbered because they  a r e  w r i t t e n  on t h e  photograph.  The a r e a  
covered by t h e  f i r s t  squad a t  approximately 09 30 hours  which 
shows t h e  f i r s t  squad a long  t h e  t r a i l .  The l o c a t i o n  of MILUS 
M-60 f i r i n g  t o  cover  t h e  v i l l a g e  which c o n s i s t e d  of medium 
v e g e t a t i o n  which h indered  t h e  o b s e r v a t i o n .  This  was a l s o  a t  
approximately 0930 hours .  About 1 0  t o  15 hootches  were l o c a t e d  
i n s i d e  of t h i s  v i l l a g e  a r e a ,  which i s  shown by a l i n e .  The 
p l a toon  rounded up 20 t o  25 women and c h i l d r e n  a t  about 1430 
t o  1500 h o u r s  i n  t h i s  a r e a .  A b u i l t - u p  bunker o r  a w e l l  b u i l t  
bunker. TAYLOR he lped  an o l d  man o u t  of t h e  bunker t h a t  a f t e r -  
noon. Tha t  i s  l o c a t e d ,  and over  h e r e  i s  a p o i n t  "withdrawn 
p r i o r  t o  M-60 f i r e , "  shows location--shows t h e  p o i n t  moving 
o u t  of t h e  a r e a  p r i o r  t o  t h e  machinegun f i r e ,  and it a l s o ,  
by d o t t e d  l i n e ,  shows t h e  d e l i n e a t i o n  of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  t h e  
a r e a  i n  which t h e  v i l l a g e  was l o c a t e d ,  r ecogn iz ing  t h a t  t h e  
e n t i r e  area has  been des t royed .  Now, what I ' l l  p u t  on h e r e  
is "Prepared from memory a t  Washington, D.C. " t h i s  d a t e  
f o r  your  s i g n a t u r e .  "Prepared from memory a t  Washington, D.C., 
2 March 1970." Would you s i g n  r i g h t  under t h a t ?  

(The wi tnes s  s igned  t h e  a e r i a l  photograph.  ) 

W i l l  you p u t  you i n i t i a l s  r i g h t  h e r e  where I made 
t h a t  e r a s u r e ?  J u s t  your  i n i t i a l s  t h e r e .  

(The wi tnes s  d i d  a s  r eques t ed .  ) 
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C O L  WILSON:  This  w i l l  be  e n t e r e d  a s  E x h i b i t  P-234.  

b l r .  HALL, I would l i k e  t o  remind you t h a t  w e  
r e q u e s t  t h a t  you n o t  d i s c u s s  your test imony du r ing  t h i s  
i n t e rv i ew wi th  anyone, t o  i n c l u d e  w i t n e s s e s ,  e x c e p t  a s  
you may be r e q u i r e d  t o  do s o  be fo re  a j u d i c i a l  o r  l e g i s -
l a t i v e  body. W e  a p p r e c i a t e  your coming i n .  

The h e a r i n g  w i l l  be r eces sed .  

( A t  t h i s  p o i n t  i n  t h e  hea r ing  t h e  Task Force 
Barker J o u r n a l ,  da t ed  19' March 1968 , -  i s  e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  
r eco rd  a s  E x h i b i t  M-130.) 

(The h e a r i n g  r eces sed  a t  1500 hour s ,  2 March 1970. ) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: HOLMES, La r ry  G .  

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 23 Janua ry  1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: Second Squad, F i r s t  
P l a t o o n ,  B/4/3. 

1. PRIOR TRAINING I N  THE RULES OF LAND WARFARE. 

While i n  Hawaii IlOLM~Sreceived t r a i n i n g  on t h e  
h a n d l i n g  o f  PW's and noncombatants and r e c e i v e d  c a r d s  on 
t h i s  s u b j e c t  (pgs .  3 ,  4 ) .  H e  was n o t  c e r t a i n  t h a t  t h e  
c a r d  h e  r e c e i v e d  was e i t h e r  "Nine Rules"  o r  "The Enemy 
i n  Your Hands" (pg .  4 ) .  H e  w a s  i n s t r u c t e d  t h a t  p e r s o n s  
w i t h  I D  c a r d s  w e r e  n o t  t o  be  m i s t r e a t e d  (pg .  3 ) .  People  
runn ing  w e r e  t o  be s h o t  i f  t h e y  d i d  n o t  s t o p  a f t e r  a 
c r y  o f  " H a l t "  and a  warning s h o t  (pg .  7)  . A f t e r  h e  had 
been i n  Vietnam a w h i l e  t h e  warn ing  s h o t  was e l i m i n a t e d ,  
whether  by h i s  own a c t i o n  o r  by h i g h e r  a u t h o r i t y  t h e  
t e s t imony  d i d  n o t  make c l e a r  (pg .  7 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  
b e i n g  informed abou t  t h e  p e n a l t y  f o r  m i s t r e a t m e n t  o f  PW's 
and no t r a i n i n g  was g iven  on t h e  r e p o r t i n g  o f  m i s t r e a t m e n t  
o f  PW's o r  noncombatants ( p g s .  3 ,  5 )  . 
2 .  PREOPERATIONAL PLANS AND BRIEFINGS. 

The w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  remember by whom he  was b r i e f e d ,  
b u t  i t  was e i t h e r  Cap ta in  MICHLES o r  L i e u t e n a n t  WILLINGHAM 
(pgs .  6 ,  8 )  . They were t o l d  t h a t  t h e y  were t o  s e a r c h  
and d e s t r o y  t h r e e  hamle t s  (pg.  6 )  . They w e r e  warned t h a t  
t h e y '  would m e e t  s t r o n g  r e s i s t a n c e  (pgs .  1 0 ,  1 2 )  . There had 
been a l e a f l e t  d rop  warning c i v i l i a n s  t o  move o u t ,  and t h u s  
h e  was t o l d  t h a t  everyone i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  would be  a VC 
and w a s  t o  be  s h o t  (pgs .  6 ,  7 ,  9 ,  1 0 ) .  The whole v i l l a g e  
i n c l u d i n g  l i v e s t o c k  and f o o d s t u f f  was t o  be d e s t r o y e d  
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(pg .  9 )  . The b r i e f e r  p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  a s e a r c h  and 
d e s t r o y  m i s s i o n  was what t h e  company had been  a w a i t i n g  
(pg .  6 ) .  I n  t h e i r  o t h e r  o p e r a t i o n s  t h e  m i s s i o n  had been 
o n l y  t o  s e a r c h  (pg .  7 ) .  The men f i g u r e d  t h a t  a f t e r  days  
o f  wa lk ing  and o f  s t e p p i n g  on mines  t h i s  was t h e  chance  
t o  g e t  i n t o  P i n k v i l l e  and l e t  t h e  peop le  t h e r e  know how 
i t  f e l t  t o  b e  h u r t  (pg .  53)  . The w i t n e s s  i n t e r p r e t e d  
t h e  o r d e r  a s  a l l o w i n g  t h e  company t o  do j u s t  t h a t  
(pgs .  53 ,  6 1 ) .  

3 .  THE ASSAULT ON PINKVILLE. 

Movement i n t o  t h e  a r e a .  

They r e c e i v e d  s m a l l  arms f i r e  on t h e i r  way i n t o  
t h e  LZ which f r i g h t e n e d  t h e  w i t n e s s ,  b u t  which c o u l d  have 
come from U.S. weapons f i r i n g  a t  My L a i  ( p g s .  11, 1 2 ) .  He 
was on t h e  f i r s t  l i f t  (pg.  1 0 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  know i f  h i s  
doorgunners  w e r e  f i r i n g  a s  t h e y  approached t h e  LZ ( p g . 1 1 ) .  
However, gunsh ips  w e r e  f i r i n g  t h e i r  miniguns on t h e  . 
v i l l a g e  (pg .  1 8 ) .  They l a n d e d  n e a r  a b r i d g e  and regrouped  
( p g s .  1 0 ,  1 3 )  . There  was a  g r e a t  f e a r  o f  mines d u r i n g  
t h e  o p e r a t i o n  (pg .  4 4 ) .  H i s  p l a t o o n  was a c t i n g  
i n d e p e n d e n t l y  o f  t h e  rest o f  t h e  company and was o p e r a t i n g  
w i t h  two squads  (pgs .  3 ,  1 5 ) . 

b .  The a t t a c k  on t h e  v i l l a s e .  

A s  t h e  p l a t o o n  approached t h e  b r i d g e  l e a d i n g  t o  t h e  
v i l l a g e  it began f i r i n g  h e a v i l y  ( p g s .  14 -16 ) .  The b r i d g e  
was 300 t o  400 meters from t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg .  3 1 ) .  The 
w i t n e s s  c o u l d  n o t  s a y  whe the r  o r  n o t  t h e y  r e c e i v e d  h o s t i l e  
f i r e .  On t h i s  p o i n t  he  would o n l y  s a y  t h a t  t h e r e  was 
s h o o t i n g  ( p g s .  1 5 ,  1 8 ,  30,  5 6 ) .  The f i r i n g  t h e n  "coo led"  
(pg .  1 6 ) .  A f t e r  t h e y  c r o s s e d  t h e  b r i d g e  WILLINGI3AM had 
t h e  machinegunner ,  MADISON, s p r a y  t h e  v i l l a g e  ( p g s .  1 6 ,  30) . 
I t  had t a k e n  them f i v e  t o  t e n  minu te s  t o  g e t  a c r o s s  t h e  
b r i d g e  and s e t  up (pg .  55)  . MADISON was j u s t  s p r a y i n g ,  
n o t  s h o o t i n g  a t  anyone i n  p a r t i c u l a r  (pg .  3 1 ) .  The p l a t o o n  
t h e n  proceeded  down t h e  t r a i l  s i n g l e  f i l e  and began s h o o t i n g  
a t  t h e  v i l l a g e  which w a s  on t o p  o f  a s m a l l  h i l l  ( ~ g s . 3 1 ~ 3 2 ) .  
Near ly  everyone  was f i r i n g  (pg .  32) . The r ange  from t h e  
p o i n t  where t h e y  were f i r i n g  t o  t h e  t o p  o f  t h i s  h i l l  was 
75 t o  100 meters (pg .  5 6 ) .  He saw no one e x e c u t e d  d u r i n g  
t h e  o p e r a t i o n  and h e a r d  o f  no r a p e s  (pg .  5 6 ) .  There  w e r e  
peop le  r u n n i n g  a round on t o p  of  t h e  h i l l  (pg .  32) .  No one 
c a l l e d  t o  them t o  h a l t  (pg .  3 2 ) .  Some peop le  were s h o t  
a s  t h e y  came o v e r  t h e  t o p  o f  t h e  h i l l  (pg .  3 6 ) .  The w i t n e s s  
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d i d  n o t  know i f  anyone was k i l l e d  up t h e r e  b e c a u s e  t h e y  
n e v e r  g o t  t o  t h e  t o p  o f  t h e  h i l l  ( p g s .  3 2 , 3 6 ) .  Nothing 
was done t o  a i d  o r  bu ry  t h e s e  p e o p l e  (pg .  3 6 ) .  The 
w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  h e a r  any y e l l i n g  o r  sc reaming  from t h e  t o p  
o f  t h e  h i l l  (pg .  3 6 ) .  H i s  home town p a p e r  s a i d  123 p e o p l e  
were k i l l e d ,  b u t  t h i s  number was f a r  t o o  h i g h  (pg.  3 5 ) .  
He o n l y  saw one  o r  two dead p e o p l e  a l l  day and t h e s e  were 
i n  bunke r s  (pg.  3 8 ) .  He d i d  n o t  remember any med ica l  
a s s i s t a n c e  g i v e n  Vietnamese t h a t  day (pg.  3 7 ) .  An o r d e r  
came down t o  s t o p  t h e  s h o o t i n g  (pg .  3 8 ) .  The p l a t o o n  
s e a r c h e d  bunke r s  and  blew them up w i t h  TNT (pgs .  3 2 , 3 3 ) .  
The w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h i s .  IIe'was " s i t t i n g "  
unde r  a t ree p u l l i n g  s e c u r i t y  (pgs .  38,391.  He d i d  n o t  know 
from whom t h e  c e a s e  f i r e  o r d e r  came. I t  c o u l d  have come 
from h i g h e r  up o r  from WILLINGHAM s o  t h a t  t h e  s o l d i e r s  
b lowing  up bunke r s  c o u l d  do wo w i t h o u t  b e i n g  endangered  
by American f i r e  (pg .  39) . Ile h e a r d  t h a t  i t  was s u g g e s t e d  
t h a t  p e o p l e  b e  s h o t  a s  t h e y  came o u t  o f  t h e  bunke r s  and 
t h a t  t h i s  o c c u r r e d  i n  s e v e r a l  i n s t a n c e s  ( p g s .  3 2 , 3 4 ) .  
Sometime duk ing  t h i s  a s s a u l t  TAYLOR p i c k e d  up a  woman 
whom h e  t ook  t o  t h e  l a a g e r  a r e a  ( p g . 3 5 ) .  The w i t n e s s  d i d  
n o t  know if s h e  was r a p e d  b u t  d i d  n o t  t h i n k  s o  (pg.  3 5 ) .  He 
knew o f  no weapons o r  m i l i t a r y  equipment  b e i n g  found ( p g s . 3 9 ,  
4 0 ) .  W l ~ i l e  t h e  s e a r c h i n g  was go ing  o n ,  HOEMES' squad  " s a t  
f o r  q u i t e  a w h i l e "  and t h e n  moved t o  i t s  l a a g e r  s i t e  n e a r  
t h e  b r i d g e  ( p g s .  1 6 , 3 8 , 3 9 ) .  H e  saw no N a t i o n a l  P o l i c e  t h a t  
n i g h t  o r  a t  any t i m e  on t h e  o p e r a t i o n  (pg .  2 8 ) .  

c.. A c t i o n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  day.  

(1) Wounding o f  TAYLOR. 

The n e x t  morning TAYLOR, who was a c t i n g  a s  
p o i n t  man, s t e p p e d  on a  mine w h i l e  check ing  o u t  t h e  b r i d g e  
( p g s .  1 3 , 1 7 ) .  A t  t h e  t ime  h e  was h i t  h e  was u s i n g  t h e  

woman t o  walk p o i n t  f o r  him (pgs .  27,381.  A f t e r  TAYLOR 
was wounded t h e y  began r e c e i v i n g  f i r e  from a  p o i n t  i n  
back o f  t h e  v i l l a g e  ( p g s .  17,181 . Gunships  t h e n  came 
i n  and h i t  t h e  a r e a  ( p g s .  1 3 , 1 7 , 1 8 ) .  He d i d  n o t  know 
i f  a r t i l l e r y  was f i r e d  (pg .  1 7 ) .  The p l a t o o n  was u p s e t  
by T A Y L O R ' S  wounding a s  he  was q u i t e  p o p u l a r  (pg .  37) . 

( 2 )  Movements a l o n g  t h e  c o a s t .  

The e n t i r e  company r eg rouped  and moved a l o n g  
t h e  c o a s t  ( pg. 1 8 ) . They moved n e a r l y  t o  t h e  mouth o f  
t h e  r i v e r  (pg .  1 9 ) .  S u s p i c i o u s  t h i n g s  were blown up ( p g .  
4 1 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  know t h e  amount o f  s h o o t i n g  t h e r e  
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w a s  t h a t  day and c o u l d  n o t  remember how many b o d i e s  h e  saw 
(pg .  4 1 ) .  The squads  were a c t i n g  somewhat i n d e p e n d e n t l y  
o f  one a n o t h e r  (pg. 2 3) . They may have done some b u r n i n g ,  
b u t  h e  c o u l d  n o t  remember (pg .  3 7 ) .  

( 3 )  Nigh t  m o r t a r  a t t a c k .  

They l a a g e r e d  t h a t  n i g h t  by a coconut  g rove  
and r e c e i v e d  approx ima te ly  a dozen rounds from m o r t a r s  
(pgs .  1 9 ,  2 2 ) .  A C-47 Spooky came i n  and s p r a y e d  t h e  a r e a  
(pg .  2 2 ) .  HOLMES' squad went o u t  t o  f i n d  t h e  m o r t a r  
p o s i t i o n  (pg .  2 1 ) .  A t  t h e  p l a c e  where t h e  m o r t a r  had 
been  s e t  up t h e  squad  l e a d e r ,  S e r g e a n t  LIAS, s e v e r e l y  
b e a t  one o f  t h e  Vietnamese gu ides  t h e  squad had t a k e n  w i t h  
them because  h i s  f r i e n d ,  MILUS, had been k i l l e d  d u r i n g  
t h e  m o r t a r  a t t a c k  (pg.  21) . LIAS h i t  t h e  man w i t h  h i s  
weapon and had  t o  b e  p u l l e d  o f f  him (pgs .  21,  5 7 ) .  
However, t h e  man was s t i l l  a b l e  t o  walk (pg .  5 7 )  . 

d .  ~ c t i o n son t h e  1 8 t h .  

The w i t n e s s  had d i f f i c u l t y  d i s t i n g u i s h i n g  t h i s  
o p e r a t i o n  from one on which t h e y  were g a t h e r i n g  s a l t  f o r  
t h e  Vietnamese (pg .  4 3 ) .  He remembered rounding  up many 
v i l l a g e r s  a s  t h e y  moved a l o n g  t h e  c o a s t  on t h e  1 8 t h ,  
b u t  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  a MEDCAP team coming i n  t o  t r e a t  t h e  
p e o p l e  (pg.  20) . The a r e a  around t h e  c o a s t  was calm and  
h e  s a w  no  b o d i e s  (pg .  2 6 ) .  With one e x c e p t i o n  tQe 
v i l l a g e s  i n  t h e  a r e a  w e r e  s m a l l  (pg .  2 4 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  
know i f  t h e s e  were Co Lay ( 2 )  and ( 3 )  (pg .  26)  . H e  
remembered wa lk ing  th rough  t h e  s a n d  t o  g a t h e r  peop le  up ,  
b u t  h e  d i d  n o t  know why t h e y  were g a t h e r e d  because  n o t h i n g  
was e v e r  done w i t h  them (pg .  27) . 

e .  Even t s  on t h e  1 9 t h .  

On t h e  morning o f  t h e  1 9 t h  he  saw an American 
i n t e r p r e t e r  w i t h  a h u n t i n g  k n i f e  c u t  t h e  back o f  d e t a i n e e s '  
hands and p u t  s a l t  i n  t h e  wounds(pg. 5 4 ) .  H e  h e a r d  t h a t  
a Vietnamese i n t e r p r e t e r  a t t a c h e d  a f i e l d  phone t o  a 
p r i s o n e r  and t u r n e d  t h e  h a n d l e  i n  o r d e r  t o  g i v e  t h e  man a 
few j o l t s  o f  e l e c t r i c i t y  (pg .  5 4 ) .  The w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  
know t h e  rank  o f  t h e  American who was t o r t u r i n g  d e t a i n e e s  
and d i d  n o t  know i f  he  came i n  on a h e l i c o p t e r  (pg .  5 9 ) .  
The American spoke  d i r e c t l y  t o  t h e  Vietnamese w i t h o u t  an 
i n t e r p r e t e r  (pg .  59)  . 
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4 .  INQUIRIES AFTER THE ASSAULT. 

The w i t n e s s  heard  a rumor t h a t  t h e r e  was going t o  
be  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  t h e  o p e r a t i o n ,  b u t  d i d  n o t  know i f  
it r e f e r r e d  t o  My Lai  ( 4 )  (pg.  45) . He heard  no th ing  more 
about  i t  and knew o f  no one be ing  ques t ioned  (pgs .  45, 
4 6 ) .  He d i d  n o t  remember when o r  from whom he hea rd  t h e  
rumor (pg.  4 6 ) .  H e  heard  no th ing  concerning unnecessary 
k i l l i n g  o f  c i v i l i a n s  by Task Force Barker (pg. 49) . 
Perhaps through WILLINGHAM he  hea rd  t h a t  B ,Company was t o  
remain q u i e t  about  t h e  o p e r a t i o n ,  b u t  he  was never d i r e c t l y  
t o l d  t o  keep q u i e t  and could  n o t  r e c a l l  t h e  d e t a i l s  of  
t h e  rumor (pg.  50) . 
5 .  OTHER INFORMATION. 

a .  Mistreatment  o f  d e t a i n e e s .  

dn t h e  morning a f t e r  t h e  mor tar  a t t a c k  an o f f i c e r  
i n  a h e l i c o p t e r  came t o  t h e  company a r e a  and wi tnessed  
d e t a i n e e s  be ing  m i s t r e a t e d  (pgs.  57, 58)  . HOLMES assumed 
t h i s  man t o  be  a c o l o n e l  because he came i n  a h e l i c o p t e r  
(pgs .  57,  5 8 ) .  This  person s t o o d  by whi le  d e t a i n e e s  were 
h i t  on t h e  head,  had t h e i r  arms p u l l e d  f o r  long p e r i o d s  of  
t i m e ,  and were fo rced  t o  ho ld  s t o n e s  o u t  f o r  p e r i o d s  of  
t ime (pgs .  58,  5 9 ) .  

b .  WILLINGHAM's a t t i t u d e  toward t h e  s h o o t i n g  on t h e  
1 6 t h .  

S ince  WILLINGHAM c a l l e d  f o r  more ammunition and 
TNT when t h e  p la toon  a s s a u l t e d  t h e  v i l l a g e  on t h e  1 6 t h ,  
t h e  w i t n e s s  f e l t  t h a t  WILLINGHAM d i d  n o t  oppose what was 
happening (pg. 53) . He d i d  n o t  appear  t o  be  angry wi th  
t h e  men (pg.  53) . 

c .  A t t i t u d e  o f  t h e  men toward t h e  Vietnamese. 

Other  than  a few Vietnamese who worked wi th  t h e  
Americans, l i k e  t h e  i n t e r p r e t e r s ,  HOLMES f e l t  t h e  people 
were a g a i n s t  t h e  s o l d i e r s  and he had no compassion f o r  
them (pg.  5 2 ) .  The people i n  My Lai were e s p e c i a l l y  
a g a i n s t  them (pg.  51) . The My Lai  a r e a  must have been 
communist o r  e l s e  a r t i l l e r y  and a i r  s t r i k e s  would n o t  have 
been p u t  i n  t h e r e ,  and t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  would n o t  have been 
s e n t  i n  t o  f i n i s h  t h e  job (pg. 52) . The men went i n t o  
t h e  a r e a  s e e k i n g  revenge (pg.  52) . 
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d .  Types o f  m i s s i o n s  a f t e r  My L a i .  

The w i t n e s s  was medevac'd t o  t h e  Un i t ed  S t a t e s  
i n  J u l y  o f  1968 (pg .  4 2 ) .  Those o p e r a t i o n s  i n  which he 
p a r t i c i p a t e d  up t o  t h i s  t i m e  were n o t  much d i f f e r e n t  from 
t h o s e  t h e y  had p r e v i o u s l y  had (pg .  4 9 ) .  However, t h e y  
d i d  n o t  have  any more s e a r c h  and d e s t r o y  m i s s i o n s  (pg .44 )  . 

e.  M i s c e l l a n e o u s .  

(1) Although m a r i j u a n a  was e a s i l y  o b t a i n a b l e  i n  
Vie tnam,  h e  d i d  n o t  know i f  i t  was u sed  i n  B Company, 
and h e  n e v e r  saw i t  used  on an o p e r a t i o n  ( p g s .  5 0 ,  5 1 ) .  

( 2 )  Al though t h e  w i t n e s s  had no t a p e  r e c o r d i n g s  
o f  t h e  o p e r a t i o n ,  h e  d i d  have undeveloped r o l l s  o f  f i l m  
and h e  promised  t o  s e n d  t o  t h e  P e e r s  Committee t h o s e  
h e  found { p g s .  46-49).  

( 3 )  The o n l y  p e r s o n  t o  whom he  had spoken 
s i n c e  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  was a man named ROGERS from t h e  t h i r d  
p l a t o o n  w i t h  whom he  t a l k e d  a b o u t  o l d  t i m e s  ( pg .  6 0 ) .  
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EXHIBITS-

EXHIBIT 
NUMBER DESCRIPTION NOTES PAGES
Ib i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  re-1 
M- 2 MACV C a r d  "Nine R u l e s "  b a l l  t h e  c a r d .  4 

MACV C a r d  "The Enemy i n  IVi tness  d i d  =re-+ 
M- 3 ( Your Hands" b a l l  t h e  c a r d .  1 4 

I t J i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  re-l 
P-18 ( M i s c e l l a n e o u s  Scene  k o g n i z e  anyone .  

b i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  +=!re-
P- 19 

I 1 M i s c e l l a n e o u s  S c e n e  k o g n i z e  anyone .  1 29 
I H i t n e s s  r e c o s n i z e d* I-

P-20 1 M i s c e l l a n e o u s  Scene  IHOLTON . 
I M i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  re-

P-21 M i s c e l l a n e o u s  S c e n e  l cogn ize  anyone .  
J W i t n e s s x Z T E t  re-

P-22 1 M i s c e l l a n e o u s  Scene  lcogni z e  anyone 
I lWltness r e c o q n l z e  

P-23 M i s c e l l a n e o u s  Scene  MICIILES a n d  h i s  
i n t e r p r e t e r .  

29-
Kemlnded w l t n 7 i s r - - - -  

P-28 M i s c e l l a n e o u s  S c e n e  o f  w a t e r  h e  saw -comlng I n  on t n e  
c h o p p e r .  29 -Aerial p n o t o  o r  MY L a 1  

P-168 as a n n o t a t e d  by w i t n e s s  W i t n e s s  o r i e n t e d .  1 3  
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(.The hear ing  reconvened a t  1343 hours ,  2 3  January 
1970.) 


COL WILSON: The hear ing  w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  

RCDR : The fol lowing named persons a r e  p r e s e n t :  MR WALSH, 
COL WILSON, LTC NOLL, and MAJ THOMAS. 

The next  wi tness  i s  M r .  Larry G. HOLMES. 

(MR HOLMES was c a l l e d  as  a wi tness ,  was sworn, 
and t e s t i f i e d  a s  follows :) 

Please  s t a t e  your f u l l  name, occupat ion,  and 
residence? 

A, Larry G. i3OLi4ES, Rural Route 1, Box 5 0 1 ,  Peru,  
Indiana.  I work f o r  t h e  General T i r e  and Rubber Company, 
Wabash , Indiana.  

COL WILSON: Before we proceed, I would l i k e  t o  go over 
s e v e r a l  mat te rs .  

The Peers  Inquiry was d i r e c t e d  by t h e  Secre tary  
of t h e  Army and t h e  Chief of S t a f f  of t h e  Army f o r  t h e  purpose 
of making f ind ings  and recommendations on t h e  i n c i d e n t ,  which 
i s  r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  t h e  My Lai (4)  i n c i d e n t  of March 1968. 

I n  conducting t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  General PEERS 
decided t h a t  is  was necessary t o  determine B/4/3's ground 
and a i r  opera t ions  during t h i s  p e r i o d ,  i n  o t h e r  words, 1 6 ,  
1 7 ,  18 ,  and 1 9  March. He designated a team t o  in terv iew 
personnel from 8 Company, c a l l e d  Interview Team C ,  which 
i s  this team. M r .  WALSH is  a c i v i l i a n  a t to rney  who 
has volunteered h i s  s e r v i c e s  t o  the Secre tary  of  t h e  Army t o  
a s s i s t  General PEERS, and Colonel NOLL and myself have been 
designated as  p a r t  s f  t h i s  board. A l l  t h r e e  of us a r e  
authorized t o  ask you ques t ions .  a 

Pr imar i ly  we a r e  t r y i n g  t o  understand what 
happened from t h e  B Company s t andpo in t  during t h e  opera t ion .  

Your testimony w i l l  be taken under o a t h ,  and a 
verbatim t r a n s c r i p t  w i l l  be prepared. There i s  a l s o  a t ape  

-
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recording being made i n  add i t ion  t o  t h e  r e p o r t e r ' s  verbatim 
t r a n s c r i p t .  

Although t h e  genera l  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of t h e  r e p o r t  
w i l l  be c o n f i d e n t i a l ,  i t  i s  q u i t e  poss ib le  t h a t  t h e  testimony, 
o r  p a r t s  of i t ,  may become pub l i c  knowledge. 

During t h e  in terv iew,  we w i l l  t r y  t o  follow a 
chronological  sequence: d iscuss  a l i t t l e  b i t  concerning t h e  
t r a i n i n g  t h a t  took p lace .  r i g h t  before  going t o  Vietnam and 
a f t e r  t h e  a r r i v a l  i n  Vietnam, o r  r i .ght  before  going and a f t e r  
a r r i v a l ;  t h e  b r i e f i n g  which took p lace  p r i o r  t o  t h e  combat 
a s s a u l t  ope ra t ion  f o r  B Company; who b r i e f e d  you and s o  f o r t h ;  
t h e  a c t u a l  conduct of t h e  opera t ion  during t h i s  3 o r  4 day-
per iod;  and any -information which you may have on any i n q u i r i e s  
o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  which may have been made a f t e r  t h e  opera t ion  
took p lace .  Now, I want t o  emphasize t h a t  t h e r e  is  only  one 
person who can make f indings  and recommendations on t h i s  
s u b j e c t ,  and t h a t  i s  General PEERS. T h a t ' s  n o t  w i t h i n  our  
prerogat ive .  We a r e  here  t o  t r y  t o  f i n d  ou t  what happened. 
He i s  t h e  I n v e s t i g a t i n g  O f f i c e r  and no t  us.  We a r e  j u s t  
members of t h i s  board. 

Do you have any ques t ions  on what I have covered? 

A. No. 

Q What was your assignment on 1 6  March 1968? 

A. Search. and des t roy  mission. 

Q IvTlak w s s  yuilr duky assigfin~enti n  t h e  eompaxiy? 

A. I was a r i f leman.  

Q I n  which squad? 

A. Second squad, 1st Platoon.  

Q Second squad, 1st Platoon,  B/4/3, which was p a r t  of 
Task Force Barker? 

A. Right.  

Q - How many squads were i n  t h e  1st Platoon on 1 6  March? 
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A .  Two. 

Q Did you have any a t t ached  weapons with t h e  p la toon,  
t h a t  s t ayed  wi th  your platoon a t  t h e  t ime,  o r  were they 
organic  t o  t h e  platoon? 

A. J u s t  what t h e  platoon had, j u s t  our  own weapons, 
nothing a t tached.  

Q Where were you on 15 March? Do you r e c a l l  
which f i r e  base? 

A. LZ Dot t i e .  

Q You were a t  Dot t ie?  

A. Right ,  we moved o u t  .from t h e r e .  

Q Let  me ask you a couple of ques t ions  about 
t r a i n i n g .  Were you given any s p e c i f i c  t r a i n i n g  prior--were 
you with t h e  11 th  Brigade i n  Hawaii? 

A .  Yes, s i r .  

Q - Were you given any t r a i n i n g  i n  handl ing PW's 
and noncombatants p r i o r  t o  leaving  Hawaii? 

A .  We were b r i e f e d  on everyth ing ,  and c lasses- -

Q. ( In terpos ing)  How about handl ing PW ' s ?  

A. Yeah, we were t o l d  how t o  handle them. 

Q What d i d  they t e l l  you? Did they t e l l  you any-
t h i n g  s p e c i f i c ?  

A .  They s a i d  s e e  i f  they got  an I D  ca rd  and a l l  t h i s ,  
and you ' re  n o t  supposed t o  m i s t r e a t  them and s t u f f  l i k e  t h a t .  

Q Was anything s a i d  about a penal ty  f o r  t h e  mis-
t rea tment  of p r i soners?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember. 
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Q Were you e v e r  given any i n s t r u c t i o n s  on t h e  Geneva 
Convention? 

Q Do you remember t h a t ?  

A .  Yes. 

Q Were you given a card  on i t ?  

A. Yes. 

Q Do you s t i l l  have t h e  card? 

A. Probably a t  home. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  any IWCV pocket o r  wa l l e t - s i zed  
ca rds ,  something l i k e  a Geneva Convention c a r d ,  wi th  t h e  
except ion t h a t  it had t h e  MACV i n s i g n i a  on i t ?  

A. No. 

Q I w i l l  show you Exh ib i t  M - 2 ,  which i s  a f a c s i m i l e  
of a card  e n t i t l e d ,  "Nine Rules ,"  a MACV card .  This  i s  t h e  
f r o n t  page, and t h i s  i s  t h e  second page back he re .  Have you 
e v e r  seen t h a t  card? 

A.  No. 

Q This i s  Exh ib i t  M - 3 ,  which i s  a card  e n t i t l e d ,  
"The E n e q  In Your Sand. '' This i s  a f r o n t  and back page ca rd ,  
too.  I t  i s  a facs imi le .  Have you e v e r  seen t h a t  card? 

A. I c a n ' t  t r u t h f u l l y  say one way o r  t h e  o t h e r ,  
because t h e r e  were s o  many cards  handed ou t .  I may have, 
and I may n o t  have. 

Q Do you remember some cards being d i s t r i b u t e d ?  

A. Yes, they passed ou t  cards and s t u f f  before  w e  
l e f t  Hawaii and a f t e r  we go t  t h e r e  and s t u f f  l i k e  t h i s .  

Q. Do you remember any of t h e  cards? 
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A. It was on genera l  o r d e r s ,  you know, i f  you g e t  
captured and a11 t h i s  and s t u f f  l i k e  t h a t .  

Q ' What about "Roger's Rangers?" Do you remember 
what "Rogers Rangers" was? 

A. No. 

Q Do you n o t i c e  t h i s  card  has some English t r a n s -
l a t i o n ?  This  d o e s n ' t  r e c a l l  anything? 

A. No. We was passed o u t  Vietnamese guide books, 
Vietnamese hand books, s t u f f  l i k e  t h a t .  

Q Were you ever  given any t r a i n i n g  on how t o  r e p o r t  
t h e  mistreatment of PW1s o r  noncombatants? 

A. No. 

Q L e t  me s t a r t  w i t h  some ques t ions  on t h e  b r i e f i n g  
p r i o r  t o  t h e  combat a s s a u l t ,  which we b e l i e v e  took p lace  on t h e  
1 5 t h ,  t h e  b r i e f i n g .  We don' t know exac t ly  what time , o f  day. 
Would you desc r ibe  i n  as  much d e t a i l  as  you can t h a t  b r i e f i n g ,  
i f  you can r e c a l l  it, and who gave it t o  you? 

A. Well ,  we were c a l l e d  toge the r .  One of t h e  
o f f i c e r s  s a i d ,  "This i s  what you've been wa i t ing  f o r ,  search 
and des t roy ,  and you got it ," b u t  I c a n ' t  remember who s a i d  
i t ,  whether it was one of t h e  l i e u t e n a n t s  o r  what it was. 
But I remember them saying t h i s  i s  what we have been wai t ing  
f o r .  

Q Now, where was t h i s ?  This was a t  Dot t ie?  

A.  Right.  

Q Do you remember t h e  t ime of day? 

A. About noon. 

Q Does t h e  day 15 March mean anything? 

A. I c a n ' t  remember t h e  exact  d a t e s .  
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Q You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  whether it was your squad l e a d e r ,  
p la toon l e a d e r ,  o r  p la toon se rgean t  t h a t  b r i e f e d  you? 

A .  .It was e i t h e r  t h e  platoon l e a d e r  o r  Captain 
MICHLES. I d o n ' t  know which. 

!Q Who w a s  your p la toon l e a d e r  a t  t h e  t ime? 

A. L ieutenant  WILLINGHAM. 

Q Who w a s  your squad leader?  

A. Sergeant  SIEGLE. No, w a i t  a minute. I t  w a s n ' t  
him. It might have been Sergeant LIAS. 

Q Was he  your squad leader?  

A. Yes. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  whether you were b r i e f e d  w i t h .  a 
map o r  just o r a l l y ?  

A, They showed us on a map where w e  were going and 
what t h e  mission w a s  supposed t o  be. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  what t h e  mission of your p la toon  
was? 

A. Well, something l i k e  we had t h r e e  hamlets t h a t  
we had t o  search  and des t roy .  They t o l d  u s ,  they s a i d  they  
had dropped l e a f l e t s  and s t u f f  and everybody was supposed t o  
be  gone. Nobody was supposed t o  be t h e r e .  I f  anybody i s  
t h e r e ,  shoot  them. 

Q You w e r e  t o l d  t h i s  a t  t h e  b r i e f i n g ?  

A. Y e s ,  

Q - That anybody t h e r e  was supposed t o  be sho t?  

A - Tha t ' s  what they s a i d .  

Q- What about your normal procedures i n  o t h e r  opera t ions?  
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A. J u s t  s e a r c h  and t h a t  I s  a l l ;  n o t  supposed t o  rough 
up anybody o r  anyth ing ,  j u s t  s e a r c h .  Anybody runs  from you 
and s t u f f ,  do your  b e s t  t o  s t o p  them. 

Q. What are your  i n s t r u c t i o n s  i f  t h e y  run from you? 

A. Shoot them. 

Q Is t h e r e  anyth ing  you do b e f o r e  you s h o o t  them? 

A .  W e l l ,  you y e l l ,  h a l t ,  "dung l a i  ," o r  something 
l i k e  t h a t .  Scream a s  loud as you can ,  and i f  t h e y  d o n ' t  
s t o p ,  shoo t  them. 

Q Did you e v e r  h e a r  about  f i r i n g  a warning s h o t ?  

A. W e l l ,  t h e r e  was t h i n g s  s a i d  ,at  f i r s t ,  when we 
f i r s t  went o v e r ,  you know, t h e  warning s h o t ,  and t h i n g s  come 
o u t  t o  s ay  i f  they  r u n ,  y e l l  h a l t .  I f  t hey  d o n ' t ,  s t a r t  
shoot ing .  

Q Now, w e r e  t h e r e  any q u e s t i o n s  i n  your  mind t h a t  
t h e s e  procedures  were no t  t o  be  p u t  i n  e f f e c t  o r  t h a t  you were 
t o  fo l low t h e s e  procedures  when you went i n t o  o p e r a t i o n ?  I 
mean, w e r e  you under t h e  impress ion  t h a t  any th ing  t h a t  moved 
around i n  t h a t  a r e a  w a s  VC? 

A. Yeah, e v e r y t h i n g  t h a t  w a s  supposed t o  be  i n  t h a t  
v i l l a g e  was supposed t o  be  VC,  because everybody e l s e  was 
supposed t o  be  moved o u t .  There w e r e n ' t  supposed t o  be  any 
c i v i l i a n s  t h e r e .  

Q Do you c l e a r l y  remember t h e r e  w e r e  t h r e e  v i l l a g e s ?  
Were t h e s e  v i l l a g e s  on t h e  c o a s t  o r  i n l a n d ?  

A. Well,  it w a s  c l o s e  t o  t h e  c o a s t ,  because when we 
moved o u t  of  t h e  v i l l a g e  2 days a f t e r ,  v7e go t  h i t  r i g h t  on 
t h e  c o a s t .  He re ' s  where, r i g h t  on t h e  c o a s t  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  no t  
t o o  f a r  away from h e r e .  

Q What I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  o u t  i s  were you t o l d  a t  
t h e  b r i e f i n g  t h a t  you were going t o  s e a r c h  and d e s t r o y  t h e s e  
v i l l a g e s ,  o r  d i d  t h i s  develop a f t e r  you go t  i n t o  t h e  a r e a ?  
Was t h i s  p o i n t e d  o u t  t o  you on t h e  map? 
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A. This  was -told before  we l e f t  f o r  t h e  'mission, 
b u t  then i n  between t h e  mission,  a f t e r  a l l  t h i s  s t a r t e d  
happening, we got  another  c a l l  t h a t  s a i d  t o  hold  it. 

Q. W e l l ,  wepre  going t o  ca tch  t h a t .  I want t o  g e t
everyth ing  that you know on t h i s  b r i e f i n g  and p r imar i ly  who 
b r i e f e d  you? 

A.  I c a n ' t  t e l l  you f o r  sure,who it was. I c a n ' t  
remember. 

Q a Was t h e  whole squad t h e r e  when you were b r i e f e d ?  
Was the,  whole platoon t h e r e ?  

A.  It might have been a few, q u i t e  a few. I c a n ' t  
say t h a t  a l l  of us were t h e r e ,  because of t h e  bunker guards 
and s t u f f  l i k e  t h a t .  

Q Were you i n  a bunker? 

A .  No, w e  were r i g h t  on t o p  of t h e  h i l l ,  r i g h t  up by 
Colonel BARKER, you know, Colonel BARKER'S... .  

Q H i s  b u n k ~ ~ ro r  t r a i l e r ?  

A .  Yeah, r i g h t  up near  h i s  bunker, p r e t t y  c l o s e .  
YOU could say halfway between t h e  mess h a l l  and Colonel 
BARKER 'S-.-

& (Interposing) About here  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  ? You don t 
remember how meny people were t h e r e ?  

A. I t  wasn ' t  t h e  whole company. 

Q 1 was t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  o u t  i f  it was a  platoon o r  
j u s t  a squaJ? 

A.  It's more o r  l e s s  a platoon of them. It may have 
been a few here  and t h e r e .  

Q Now, t h i s  was c l e a r l y  def ined  as  a  search  and 
des t roy  pera at ion? Had you had any search  and des t roy  opera t ions  
p r i o r  t , ~t h i s ?  
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A. No. 

Q "  Did t h e  procedures ,  when they  went i n t o  t h e  
ope ra t ion  p r i o r  t o  t h i s ,  i nc lude  t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  of 
v$$lages? 

A =  There was some d e s t r u c t i o n  . 
Q - How about  food s tocks?  What w e r e  you supposed .t 
do wi th  food s t o c k s ?  I ' m  t a l k i n g  about p r i o r  t o  t h i s  operat.ionl' 

A. Well ,  i f  t h e r e  were l a r g e  q u a n t i t i e s  of r i c e  and 
s t u f f  l i k e  t h i s ,  w e  bagged it up and moved it. Mostly, you 
would f i n d  t h i s  i n  d e s e r t e d  v i l l a g e s  and s t u f f  l i k e  t h i s ,  b u t  w e  
never - - l ike ,  a11 t h e  people were t h e r e  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  w e  
d i d n rt t a k e  t h e  food away from them. I may have s c a t t e r e d  it 
around and searched  it and s t u f f  l i k e  t h i s .  

Q What about l i v e s t o c k ?  

A.  N o ,  w e  never  d i d  anyth ing  w i t h  t h e i r  l i v e s t o c k .  

Q What about t h i s  ope ra t ion  on t h e  1 6 t h ?  Were you 
t o l d  anything--were you given any s p e c i a l  i n s t r u c t i o n s  on 
t h e  d i s p o s i t i o n  of food s t u f f s  , t o  inc lude  l i v e s t o c k ?  

A. Destroy every th ing .  

Q Destroy it a l l  : v i l l a g e ,  l i v e s t o c k ,  and food s t o c k s ?  

A. (Witness nods i n  t h e  af f i r m a t i v e  .) That ' s  what a 
s e a r c h  and d e s t r o y  i s ,  i s n ' t  i t ?  

Q Well,  it c a r r i e s  a d i f f e r e n t  connotat ionathan 
s e a r c h  and c l e a r ,  t h a t ' s  f o r  s u r e .  

A .  Yeah. 

Q And t h e  popula t ion  a s  f a r  a s  you a r e  concerned 
w a s  VC? 

(Witness nods i n  t h e  a f f i r m a t i v e  .) 
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You remember t h e  words, " K i l l  a l l  t h e  people  t h a t  
were t h e r e .  They ' r e  a l l  VC"? 

A. No, I c a n ' t  say  he  s a i d  k i l l  a l l  t h e  people .  He 
s a i d  it was a s e a r c h  and d e s t r o y ,  and s a i d ,  "This i s  what 
you 've  been w a i t i n g  on ."  W e  s t epped  on mines and mines and mines 
day a f t e r  day and n o t h i n g  happened. F i n a l l y ,  t h i s  miss ion 
come o u t  t o  s e a r c h  and d e s t r o y ,  and he  sa id - -peop le - - l ea f l e t s  
had been dropped,  and they  were supposed t o  be  gone. Anything 
t h e r e  was VC and do away wi th  it. 

Q What d i d  you t h i n k  t h e  enemy s i t u a t i o n  w a s  going 
t o  be  t h e r e ?  What s i z e  f o r c e  d i d  you t h i n k  you were going up 
a g a i n s t ?  

A. W e l l ,  t h e  way they  exp la ined  t h a t  s t u f f ,  it was a 
p r e t t y  s t r o n g  f o r c e ,  because when we come i n  on t h e  a s s a u l t  
w e  r ece ived  f i r e .  

Q - Were you on t h e  f i r s t  l i f t  o r  t h e  second l i f t ?  

A .  The f i r s t  l i f t ,  I'm p r e t t y  s u r e .  I c a n ' t  say  
e x a c t l y .  

Q Do you remember what you w e r e  b r i e f e d  t o  do, your  
p l a toon  and your  squad,  when you h i t  t h e  l a n d i n g  zone and g o t  o f f  
t h e  h e l i c o p t e r s ?  What were you supposed t o  do then?  

A. W e  w e r e  supposed t o  reqroup and g e t  t o g e t h e r  and g e t  
moving. 

Q. D i d  you krow where ycu were going a t  t h a t  p o i n t ?  

A. Yeah, we were going t o  t h e  v i l l a g e .  I t  took a 
long  t ime t o  g e t  t h e r e  though,  walking.  

Q a  What was t h e  o r d e r  of  march w i t h i n  your  p l a toon?  
Was your squad t h e  l e a d  squad? 

A. The f i r s t  squad was t h e  l e a d  squad. 

Q. And you were fo l lowing  t h e  l e a d  squad? 

(Witness nods i n  t h e  a f  f i r m a t i v e  .) 
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I want t o  give you a run down on t h e  'opera t ion  
from t h e  s t a n d  p o i n t  of Task Force Barker,  t h e  b i g  p i c t u r e ,  
a s  it was conceived and, genera l ly ,  a s  it was conducted. T h i s  w i l l  
maybe h e l p  b r i n g  it back t o  you. We're going t o  show you an 
a e r i a l  photograph of t h a t  a r e a  so you can r e c a l l .  

(COL WILSON o r i e n t e d  and reacquain ted  t h e  wi tness  
as t o  what t r a n s p i r e d  during t h e  Task Force Barker opera t ion  on 
15 ,  1 6 ,  1 7 ,  and 1 8  March 1 9 6 8 .  The photo E x h i b i t  used i-n 
t h i s  o r i e n t a t i o n  was Exhibi t  P-185.) 

You s a i d  t h a t  you received f i r e  p r i o r  t o  landing? 

(Witness nods i n  t h e  a f f i r m a t i v e . )  

Would you descr ibe  t h e  type  of f i r e  and where it 
was coming frc.n? 

A. Some weapons f i r e ,  small  arms. 

Q When you got  out  of t he  h e l i c o p t e r  and as  you 
faced t h e  nose of t h e  a i r c r a f t ,  which s i d e  d i d  you g e t  o u t ,  
do you remember? 

A. No. 

Q - Were your doorgunners f i r i n g  a s  you approached 
t h e  LZ? 

A.  I can 't remember. 

Q Do you know, or '  could you e s t i m a t e ,  how f a r  f r o m  
your l o c a t i o n  where you landed the small. arms f i r e  was coming? 
How f a r  away was t h e  f i r i n g ?  

A. I t  was a good d i s t ance .  I c a n ' t  say.  

Q. W a s  it coming from any p a r t i c u l a r  p lace?  

A. I d i d n s t  know. A l l  I could do was j u s t  hear  it 
crack .  

Q. Are you s u r e  t h a t  t h e  f i r i n g  was n o t  U . S .  weapons? 
Was it fo re ign  weapons, o r  was it U.S. weapons? 
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A. I t  could 've been, b u t  it sounded l i k e  it was 
coming from t h e  o t h e r  way, t h e  way it was cracking ,  because 
a b u l l e t  would crack when it come through t h a t  way. 

Q. No, I was j u s t  t r y i n g  t o  determine--you s e e ,  t h e r e  
was probably,  a t  t h i s  t ime,  a f i r e  f i g h t  going on over i n  My 
Lai  ( 4 ) ,  o r  t h e r e  was some f i r i n g  going on over  t h e r e ,  and I 
d i d n ' t  know whether t h e  f i r i n g  t h a t  you heard was coming i n t o  
you o r  whether it was something o f f  a t  1,200 meters away. 

A. I t  could 've  been. 

Q. 1 , 2 0 0  meters? 

A. I c a n ' t  say.  

Q. Did you sense any rounds coming i n ?  

A .  Well, l e t ' s  p u t  it t h i s  way: I got  scared .  

Q. This f i r i n g  must have been something t h a t  was 
coming your way. Based on t h a t  l a s t  s ta tement ,  l e t  m e  ask 
you a ques t ion .  Did you have any d i f f e r e n t  a t t i t u d e ,  a s i d e  
from a search  and des t roy  opera t ion ,  d id  you have any addi-
t i o n a l  concern i n  t h e  conduct of t h i s  opera t ion  than  you 
d i d  t o  any o t h e r  opera t ion?  

A. Yes. They ac ted  l i k e  it was a b i g  mission. I 
mean, they t o l d  us t o  be ready f o r  ac t ion .  

Q- You thought you would g e t  more r e s i s t a n c e  than 
norn,a3.7 

A .  Right.  

Q Do you remember a number of people,  one o r  more 
people,  h i t t i n g  a booby t r a p  e a r l i e r  i n  t h e  day? 

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  Do you know Lieutenant  COCHRAN? 

A. Yeah. There were a l o t  of booby t r a p s ,  j u s t  s o  
many. I know I could p o i n t  exac t ly  where I was t h a t  day. 
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There ' s  a  b r idge  t h e r e .  Af te r  we went through t h i s  one 
v i l l a g e ,  we walked back. We come back through ; we went back 
across  t h e  b r idge .  We just come a c r o s s ,  went through t h e  
v i l l a g e ,  and f o r  some reason we c u t  back and went down t h a t  
t r a i l  t h e r e  (witness  i n d i c a t e s  on P-168) and came back. Well, 
we received f i r e  before  we got t o  t h e  b r i d g e ,  and i t  pu t  us 
a l l  on t h e  ground. A l l  of us were down. Then t h e  gunships 
come i n ,  s t a r t e d  prepping t h e  a r e a ,  and we was a l l  shoot ing 
too. We s t a r t e d  back across  t h e  br idge  and a  mine went o f f  
t h e r e  and got  a guy. 

Q - Who d i d  it g e t ?  

A, TAYLOR. 

Q- Was t h i s  the f i r s t  day? 

A. Second day, because w e  
a p la toon.  W e  were by ourse lves .  

l aagered  t h a t  one n i g h t  a s  
This was t h e  day a f t e r  t h e  

v i l l a g e ,  T h a t ' s  when it was. 

Q* You've got  it pegged. You're t a l k i n g  about t h e  
r i g h t  time per iod .  Now, what we would l i k e  t o  do is  t r y  t o  
fol low what happened during t h a t  p e r i o d ,  and t h i s  i s  ab0u.t 
t h e  b e s t  photograph t h a t  we've got .  

(COL WILSGN o r i e n t e d  t h e  wi tness  on Exhibi t  P-168.) 

When you landed do you remember how f a r  it was 
from t h e  a i r c r a f t  t o  a t r a i l  which l e d  t o  t h e  b r i d g e ,  o r  d id  
you go overland? 

A. Well, we went on some t r a i l s  and sometimes we'd 
walk t h e  t r a i l s  and sonetimes they wouldn't  l e t  us walk. t h e  
t r a i l .  I d o n ' t  know, b u t  I kncw t h e  more we t a l k ,  w e  d id  come 
back around, maybe more t h i s  way ( i n d i c a t i n g )  coming back, 
but w e  were r e a l  c lose  t o  t h e  br idge  when we come i n .  We come 
i n  and we were c l o s e  t o  t h e  b r idge ,  It wasn ' t  t h i s  far; more 
l i k e  an angle  c u t t i n g  i n t o  t h e  br idge .  

I J  
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LTC NOLL: When you l e f t  t h e  chopper, d id  you walk i n  t h e  same 
d i r e c t i o n  t h e  chopper was fac ing?  When you dismounted from 
t h e  chopper, d i d  you go o u t  towards t h e  f r o n t ?  

A .  Yes, w e  went o u t  towards t h e  f r o n t ,  b u t  w e  made s o  
many c i rc l e s - - . 

MR WALSH: ( In te rpos ing)  Did you move r i g h t  t o  t h e  b r idge  
a f t e r  you go t  out  of t h e  choppers? 

A.  You could say t h a t ,  t h a t '  s j u s t  what we--

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  That was what your job was? 

A. That was t h e  o b j e c t i v e ,  t o  go i n t o  t h e s e  v i l l a g e s .  

COL WILSON: What happened when you g o t  t o  t h e  br idge? 

A. We went across  t h e  br idge.  

Q .  No problem? 

A .  No problem u n t i l  we h i t  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

MR WALSH: Then what happened? 

COL WILSON: This is  t h e  f i r s t  day now. 

A. Y e s ,  I know. I d o n ' t  know. A s  soon a s  we g o t  t o  
t h e  b r idge ,  some shoot ing  s t a r t e d  going and everybody s t a r t e d  
running forward toward t h e  v i l l a g e .  I d o n ' t  know i f  I want 
to say a n y t h i r ~ gor noL. 

Q Let  me say t h i s :  we have no i n t e n t i o n s  of l e t t i n g  
you cont inue without  warning you t h a t  you do n o t  have t o  say 
anything t h a t  would inc r imina te  you. A s  I say ,  we ' re  t r y i n g  
t o  f i n d  o u t  what happened. 

MR WALSH: I th ink  i t ' s  f a i r  t o  say t h a t  you ' re  n o t  suspected 
of having committed any crime, having done anything wrong, 
bu t  i n  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  we ' re  t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  o u t  what 
happened i n  a l l  a s p e c t s  of it. I suggest  t h a t  we go along 
and you t e l l  us  what you want t o  t e l l  us.  Don't  t e l l  us 
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anything wrcng, b u t  if t h e r e  i s  s o m e t h i ~ gyou d o n ' t  want t o  
t e l l  u s ,  then  don.' t. 

A. The ~ n l yt h i n g  I can t e l l  you is  what happened. 

Q I f  t h e r e  a re  ques t ions  we ask and you dor, ' t  want 
t o  answer, d o n ' t  answer. Then we w i l l  go on t o  o the r  t h i n g s ,  
b u t  it i s  impcr tant  f o r  General PEERS t o  g e t  t h e  whole s t o r y  
on t h i s  th ing .  There were saxe th ings  t h a t  w e r e n ' t  very n i c e  
t h a t  happened throughout t h e  whole a r e a  t h e r e .  

A. When I say w e  hit t h e  b r i d g e ,  t h e r e  w a s  j u s t  one 
platoon of us now. 

T h a t ' s  r i g h t ,  w e  understand t h a t .  

COL WILSCN: 3 . 3 1 ~ ~y 3 ~say you rece ivne  so~2ef i r e  from t h e  
v i l l a g e ?  

A. No, I d i d n ' t  say we rece ived  the f i r e .  I rerr-mber 
the sh.ooti.ng s t a r t i n g ,  and I xemen,ber everybody t o r e  t h e i r  
ass i n  gear  and s t a . r t i n g  moving forward. 

MR WALSE: Did both squ.ads do i t ?  

A. Yes .  

Q And they were f i r i n g  p r e t t y  heav i ly  i n  there? 

A.. Yes. 

Q Were t h e r e  j u s t  s c a t t e r e d  hootches t h e r e ,  ox 
was t h e r e  a v i l l a g e ,  a f t e r  you got across  t h e  br idge?  

A. It was r e a l  raggec,  n o t  a  very good v i l l a g e  a-k 
a l l .  It was more dug i n ,  nothing l i k e  some vi l l i sges ,  
s tanding .  This  was a l l  l i k e  bunkers  and s t u f f  l i k e  t h i s  and 
a few huts here and t h e r e ,  bu t  n o t  a  n i c e  h u t ,  j u s t  scrappy 
t h i n g s ,  j u s t  l i k e  maybe an open f i e l d ,  bu t  l i t t l e  t h i n g s .  
It was on an upgrade, t h i s  l i t t l e  v i l l a g e .  

COI, WILSON: Both sqaads crossed t h e  br idge  wi th  no probl.ems 
and wh.at d i d  you do, begin t o  sweeF i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  
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A .  When w e  f i r s t  go t  a c r o s s  t h e  bridge--sorce. s h o o t i n g  
s t a r t e d  befIcjre w e  g o t  a c r o s s  t h e  b r i d g e ,  and t h e n  e v e r y t h i n g  
cooled o f f .  Then Lieutenant,WILLINGHArJI s a i d  f o r  t h e  machine-
gunners t o  .spra.y t h i s  v i l l a g e  and sp ray  t h i s .  You. know, l e t  
t h i n g s  have it. I d o n ' t  want t o  g e t  i n  a b i g  j a m  o v e r  some-
t h i n g  l i k e  t h i s ,  you know? 

Q Do you d e c l i n e  t o  answer any q u e s t i c n s  on t h i s  v i l -
l age?  

MR WALSH: Why d o n ' t  we s k i p  over  t h i s  p a r t  and ma.ybe corrre 
back t o  it . a f t e r  ycu t h i n k  about  it' f o r  awh i l e ,  but can you 
k ind  of s k i p  o v e r  t h i n g s  you d o n ' t  want t o  t a l k  about  and 
then  p i ck  up w i t h  what happened nex t  i n  terms of your  
ope ra t ion?  

A. W e l l ,  I can j u s t  tel l .  you when we s t a r t  ccming o u t  
of t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q ~ l lr i g h t .  

COL WILSON: A l l  r i g h t ,  what h a ~ p e n e da f t e r  you l e f t  t h e  v i l -
l a g e ,  and about  what t i m e  was t h a t ,  do you r e c a l l ?  

A. I t  was a f t e r n c o n ,  maybe i n  t h e  middle o f  t h e  a f t e r -
noon, sonewb.ere then.. I 'm t r y i n g  t o  t h i n k .  I know we moved 
back down and came back a c r o s s  t h e  b r i d g e .  No, w e  did.s; ' t  come 
back because we went up t o  t h e  b r i d g e  and went down t h i s  way 
( i n d i c a t i n g ) ,  r i g h t  h e r e ,  and I ' m  s u r e  w e  l a a g e r e d  r igh t .  t h e r e  
f o r  t h e  n i g h t  a f t e rwards .  

Q. Somewkiei-e i n  t h a t  a rea?  

A. We never  went t o o  f a r ,  and we dug i n  r e a l  good 
t h a t  n i g h t ,  real good, because we thought  we were gcing  t o  g e t  
h i .  I t  was j u s t  one p la toon  of  us .  W e  dug i n  t h e  b e s t  we 
could g e t  dug i n  and no th ing  happened, s o  w e  moved back through 
and.. .. 
Q e  You n,cved back th rcugh  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. No. Well ,  we d i d  go i n  and lock  around,  and 
w e  saw some people  t h e r e  and everybody h a d n ' t  l e f t .  T h a t ' s  
when TAYLOR cot h i t  t h a t  morning. He g o t  h i e  l e g  messed u p .  
I was s t i l l  back h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  on a t r a i l  c0n:ir.g around 
t.o t h e  b r i d g e ,  and son-.chow they were gonna change squads .  
The second squad, w a s  gcin.g t o  t a k e  p o i n t  1secau.se t h e y  walked i t  
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t h e  day b e f o r e ,  and.everybody was kind of s h i t t y  because t h e y  
had t o  walk p o i n t  every  day, s o  they  were going t 2  change us 
around. I was l e a d i n g  a second,  and TAYLOR s a i d ,  " I ' l l  check 
t h e  b r i d g e  o u t , "  and t h a t ' s  when TAYLOR g o t  it. 

Q- You were w i th  t h e  p o i n t  group a t  t h a t  t ime? 

A. I was s t a r t i n g  t o  come back up s e e ,  because t h e  
second squad was going t a k e  over  t h e  l e a d  and go on o u t  from 
t h e r e ,  b u t  TAYLOR decided he thought  h e ' d  go up and look 
around. 

Q Well now, when TAYLOR was wounded, was he wounded 
on t h e  b r i d g e  o r  on t h i s  s i d e  o r  t h e  o t h e r  s i d e ?  

A. I t  w a s  t h i s  s i d e  over  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) ,  going back 
a c r o s s  from t h e  v i l l a g e .  I t  was r i g h t  i n  f r o n t  of t h e  b r i d g e .  
I t  was almost  on the b r idge .  

. 
MR WALSH: I t  w a s  on t h e  same s i d e  t h a t  you l a a g e r e d  on? 

A. Right .  

COL WILSON: A f t e r  he  w a s  wounded what happened? 

A. We s t a r t e d  r e c e i v i n g  f i r e .  

Q. From where? 

A. From back towards t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q From t h a t  v i l l a g e  t h a t  you were i n  a t  f i r s t ?  

A. The v i l l a g e  t h e  f i r s t  day t h a t  we went i n .  We 
s t a r t e d  r e c e i v i n g  f i r e .  T h a t ' s  when t h e  gunships come i n .  
Everybody was shoo t ing ,  t h e  gunship and a l l .  I c a n ' t  
say whether t hey  c a l l e d  i n  a r t i l l e r y  o r  n o t ,  I t h i n k  
they  d i d .  I t h i n k  somebody was t r y i n g  o r  something. 
Every th ing  was s o  mixed up. We w e r e  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  TAYLOR 
o u t  w i t h  t h e  medevac, and I d o n ' t  know. 

Q. Now, t h e s e  gunships ,  do you remember how many 
it was? 

A. I t h i n k  it was one,  one o r  two. I t  was two because 
it was one t o  beg in  w i t h  and t h e n  ano the r  one s t a r t e d  c i r c l i n g  
w i t h  him. J u s t  making a c i r c l e ,  making a run through and t h e n  
corning back and then  making ano the r  run th rough .  

c. 
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Q Do you know what type of weapons they were f i r i n g ?  

A.  The miniguns i s  a l l  I can. . . .  

Q They were? 

A. Yes. 

Q Were they  f i r i n g  on t h e  v i l l a g e  t h a t  you had gone 
i n t o  t h e  f i r s t  day? 

A. Yes. 

Q Did t h e  f i r i n g  which was coming ou t  of t h e  v i l l a g e ,
d i d  it s t o p  before  o r  a f t e r  t h e  gunships a r r i v e d ?  

A .  I c a n ' t  say.  F i r e  was received from t h e  v i l l a g e .  
I t  was q u i t e  a b i t  a t  f i r s t .  I n  t h i s  v i l l a g e  here  ( i n d i c a t i n g )--
o r  a h i l l .  Like I say ,  i t ' s  up on an upgrade o r  a h i l l  up on 
top. We was watching t h e  h i l l ,  bu t  it was more coming r i g h t  
s t r a i g h t  i n  back of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  coming r i g h t  s t r a i g h t  a t  
us.  We was on an angle  on t h e  t r a i l .  I d o n ' t  know, we 
received f i r e ,  t h a t ' s  a l l .  

Q You d i d n ' t  r ece ive  f i r e  t h e  f i r s t  day, bu t  you re-
ceived f i r e  t h e  second day from t h a t  v i l l a g e ?  

A.  I never s a i d  t h a t  we d i d n ' t  r ece ive  f i r e ,  a l l  I 
s a i d  was a l o t  of shoot ing  going on before  we go t  up t h e r e .  

Q. T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  When d i d  B Company c ross  t h e  b r i d g e ,
t h e  r e s t  of t h e  company? D i d  they cross  before  t h e s e  gunships 
came i n  o r  a f t e r  they f i r e d ?  

A. Afterwards B Company come across  and then  we re-
grouped, and then  we went up t h e  coas t .  

MR WaLSH: You went t o  t h e  r i g h t  a f t e r  you crossed  t h e  br idge?  

A. Then we went t h i s  way, because I remember t h e  curve 
i n  t h e  p o i n t  ou t  t h e r e  (witness i n d i c a t e s  on Exh ib i t  P-168). 

COL WILSON: Now, t h e  t h r e e  v i l l a g e s  t h a t  you were o r i g i n a l l y  
supposed t o  des t roy ,  t h a t  you got  i n  t h a t  b r i e f i n g .  You s a i d  
they were near  t h e  c o a s t ,  d i d n ' t  you, a s  you r e c a l l  a t  t h a t  
time? 
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A .  Well, t h a t 1s t h e  only one v i l l a g e  i n  2 days 
t h e  1st Platoon seen.  That was t h e  only one they  was 
i n  because we turned  around and n i g h t  laagered  a t  t h e  one 
on up. P i n k v i l l e  i s  a l l  chopped up, s o  much a r t i l l e ~ ~ rand 
t h e  j e t  s t r i k e s ,  and i t ' s  a11 messed up. 

Q When you went down t h e  c o a s t  o r  up t h e  c o a s t ,  
do you remember going a l l  t h e  way down t o  t h e  end where 
t h e r e  was t h e  mouth of a r i v e r  coming t h e r e ?  

A. We never went a l l  t h e  way t o  t h e  end,  bu t  we 
went q u i t e  a way down. 

Q You probably used t h i s  type  map over  t h e r e ,  which 
is  t h e  1:50,000. You know P i n k v i l l e  i s  t h e  pink a rea  ( in-
d i c a t i n g  on Exh ib i t  M A P - 5 ) ?  

A .  Our company, a f t e r  we got  t o g e t h e r ,  we moved 
on up i n  h e r e ,  on up, f a r t h e r  up h e r e ,  i n  a coconut grove. 
We laagered  t h e r e  f o r  the n igh t .  That would be t h e  second 
n i g h t ,  because we went i n  a t  t h e  day t ime ,  and t h a t  s when we 
got  h i t  hard ,  r e a l  hard.  That was t h e  n i g h t  we r e a l l y  got 
b l a s t e d .  

Q That was from t h e  mor tars ,  r i g h t ?  

A. Mortars ,  and it was weapons . f i r i n g  too .  

Q. T h a t ' s  r i g h t ,  you d i d  have some smal l  arms f i r e .  
Do  you r e c a l l  c ross ing  t h e  b r i d g e ,  a f t e r  t h a t  i n c i d e n t  a t  t h e  
b r idge ,  heading down t h e  c o a s t  here? 

A. And turned  around and went back. 

Q There ' s  a b i g  h i l l  o f f  here  down he re  a t  t h e  end. 

A. I c a n ' t  say.  I c a n ' t  remember r i g h t  offhand. A l l  
I know, t h e  next  couple of days we were up h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  
W e  went one way, and we grouped up gobs of people ou t  of t h i s  
v i l l a g e ,  grouped up a whole mass of people ,  and we had them 
down t h e r e  and had them a l l  grouped up, women, k i d s .  I 
c o u l d n ' t  s ay ,  because we went up he re .  He had us going 
both ways. We were br inging  them from t h i s  way and t h i s  
way t o o  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  We had them a l l  massed up. We got 
s o  many we had t o  q u i t  g e t t i n g  them, it was s o  many people.  

Q We b e l i e v e  t h i s  was t h e  l a s t  day of t h e  opera t ion .  
What w e t r e  t r y i n g  t o  r e c a l l  i s  t h e  second day, when B 

* 
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Company 
Company 
down t h e  

jo ined  you. P r imar i ly ,  our  information i s  t h a t  B 
c rossed  t h e  b r idge  t h a t  day, t h a t  they  moved sou th  on 

8 p en insu la  h e r e ,  down through t h e s e  towns, on down 
t o  t h e  end,  and then  tu rned  around and came back.  Now, we ' r e  
t a l k i n g  about a d i s t a n c e  from t h e  b r idge  about 3 miles  down, 
3 miles  back? 

A .  W e  d i d n ' t  l a a g e r  t h e r e  t h a t  n i g h t  t h e r e  though. 
W e  came back. 

A. [ In te rpos ing)  T h a t ' s  what I say .  

Q This  i s  questionable---

A .  ( In t e rpos ing)  Because we laagered  up h e r e  ( i n d i -
c a t i n g )  i n  t h e  coconut groves t h a t  n i g h t .  T h a t ' s  when w e  go t  
h i t  hard.  I t  was a l l  mixed up,  every th ing .  

Q You remember very d i s t i n c t l y  t h e  n i g h t  you w e r e  
h i t  s o  hard.  

A. Yeah. 

Q. Do you remember t h a t  day when you rounded a l l  t h o s e  
people i n  t h e  v i l l a g e s ?  Do you remember a MEDCAP coming i n  
t h e r e ?  

A. What, t h a t  morning? 

Q- Sometime th . a t  day? 

A. What, t n  pick up our  wounded 2nd dead? 

Q No, t o  t r e a t  t h e  v i l l a g e r s ,  g ive  them medical teams? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember anyth ing  l i k e  t h a t .  

Q Do you remember when you assembled t h o s e  v i l l a g e r s ?
Were they down on t h e  beach o r  i n l a n d  o r  where? Where was t h e  
c o l l e c t i o n  po in t?  

A. I can' t- .- .al l  I can-.-when we collected--we l aage red  
h e r e  [ i n d i c a t i n g )  . W e  grouped t h e  people h e r e ,  t hen  a f t e r  w e  
grouped them, w e  never  d i d  anything about it. We moved back up 
h e r e ,  and t h a t ' s  where w e  l aage red  f o r  t h e  n i g h t .  We got  mortared 
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from t h i s  s i d e  h e r e ,  and t h a t  morning a f t e r  it was a l l  over  
t h e  medevac came i n  and while  t h e  medevac was coming i n  t h a t  
n i g h t ,  and then  we went back. It was our  squad, we went ou t  
and w e  t r i e d  t o  l o c a t e  where we got  mortared from, and we d i d .  
I t  wasn ' t  400 meters away from us;  it was r e a l  c lose .  

Q- Do you know who went ou t  on t h e  p a t r o l  t o  f i n d  
ou t  where t h a t  mortar p o s i t i o n  was loca ted  t h e  nex t  day? 

A. Sergeant  L I A S ,  myself. I c a n ' t  t h i n k  of t h e i r  
names, b u t  I can s e e  t h e i r  f aces .  

Q Did you f i n d  t h e  mortar p o s i t i o n ?  

A. Yes. 

How do you know it was a mortar p o s i t i o n ?Q 

A .  Because you could s e e  where they had t h a t  pod 
and s t u f f  and a l o g  where they s a t  t h e r e  2 o r  3 hours dr ink-
ing  coconut ju ice  wai t ing  f o r  a chance. 

Q D i d  you s e e  any s igns  of a mortar? 

A. No. I d o n ' t  know, it was jus t - - l ike  I say ,  you 
could j u s t  t e l l  where they were a t .  You could s e e  where 
our 81 ' s  t h a t  were shoot ing back t h a t  was wi th  us t h a t  n i g h t ,  
because t h e r e  was some dud rounds t h a t  never went o f f .  

MR WALSH: Did you s e e  Sergeant  LIAS do something t o  one of 
the  guides t h a t  took you ou t  there? 

A. Yeah . 
Q What d id  he do? 

A .  Beat t h e  h e l l  out  of one with a weapon. 

COL WILSON: Why? 

A; Cause MILUS g o t  k i l l e d  t h a t  n i g h t .  He got a 
d i r e c t  h i t .  

Q Did he g e t  h i t  i n  h i s  foxhole? 

A. Right. 
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Q How many rounds came i n  t h a t  n i g h t ?  

A. W e l l ,  maybe a dozen,  maybe s i x ,  I can ' t - -because 
as soon as they  s t a r t  coming i n  everybody s t a r t e d  s h o o t i n g  
and a r t i l l e r y  s t a r t e d  corning i n .  I d i d n ' t  even know, be-
cause  our  81 w a s  s e t t i n g  back up behind us .  W e  was cover-
i n g  t h e  f r o n t  h e r e .  W e  was on t h e  f r o n t  l i n e  cover ing  
away and t h e  81's--I  d i d n ' t  even know they 'd  r e c e i v e d  
rounds behind us .  I know w e  r ece ived  rounds c l o s e  t o  me 
and a l l .  I t  seemed l i k e  t o  me they  had two mor t a r s  o r  
something,  because t h e r e  were h i t s  s o  many d i f f e r e n t  p l a c e s .  
I t  j u s t  c o u l d n ' t  have been one mor t a r .  E a r l y  t h a t  a f t e r -
noon, t h a t ' s  what I t o l d  my p l a t o o n  l e a d e r .  I ' d  s een  some-
body running and it looked funny. He was running.  W e  was 
s e a r c h i n g  around,  and t h i s  was t h a t  a f t e rnoon ,  and w e  was 
back i n  t h i s - - l i t t l e  ways from where w e  l a age red .  Somebody 
come through t h e  bushes and t h e n  run  back,  and I d i d n ' t  have 
a chance to - -couldn ' t  t e l l  whether  i t  was a man o r  woman 
o r  what it was. I t  j u s t  seemed funny,  and then  l a t e r  on,  I ' d  
s een  when we was back i n  o u r  l a a g e r  p o s i t i o n ,  I ' d  s een  somebody 
o u t  f r o n t  run a c r o s s ,  b u t  I d i d n ' t  s a y  anyth ing  about  it. It 
wasn' t much you could say .  W e  was expec t ing  it anyhow, because 
we were s h o o t i n g  t h e  M-79 b e f o r e  we  e v e r  g o t  mor ta red ,  f o r  
t h e  prep.  

Q. Do you remember a C-47, a "Spooky, " coming i n  
t h a t  n i g h t  f i r i n g ?  Did you h e a r  t h e  f i r i n g ?  

A. Y e s ,  I seen it. 

Q. Was he f i r i n g  g e n e r a l l y  i n  t h a t  a r e a  where t h e  
mor t a r  was, o r  was he  j u s t  sp ray ing?  

A. He was j u s t  sp ray ing .  H e  went a l l  t h e  way o u t  
t o  t h e  end and sprayed  a l l  t h e  way down. They was j u s t  s o  
c l o s e .  I t h i n k  they  j u s t  walked o f f  a f t e r  e v e r y t h i n g  cooled o f f .  
They were s o  c l o s e  t o  u s .  

MR WALSH: I ' d  l i k e  f o r  you t o  t h i n k  r e a l  ha rd  about  t r y i n g  
t o  pu t  t h e s e  t i m e  frames i n  t h e  r i g h t  o r d e r .  The o p e r a t i o n ,  
as w e  unders tand i t ,  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  which you have d e s c r i b e d ,  
of  rounding t h e  people  up and t a k i n g  them down and hav ing  
them a l l  s i t t i n g  on t h e  beach and e v e r y t h i n g ,  happened on 
t h e  18 th .  The t i m e  t h a t  you went a c r o s s  t h e  b r i d g e  t h a t  you 
d o n ' t  want t o  t a l k  about happened on t h e  16 th .  NOW, as we  
unders tand ,  as Colonel  WILSON s a i d ,  on t h e  1 7 t h  j u s t  about a l l  
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of B Company, except  f o r  poss ib ly  t h e  3d Pla toon,  which s t ayed  
by t h e  b r idge ,  t h e  o the r  p la toons  moved a l l  t h e  way t o  t h e  
r i v e r  and back again? 

A. They d id .  I t ' s  s o  fouled up I c a n ' t  remember a l l  
of it, i t ' s  just--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  Okay, then  without  regard  t o  move-
ments o r  exac t ly  where you were, can you t e l l  me how your p la-
toon moved dur ing  t h i s  opera t ion  i n  terms of which squad was 
i n  f r o n t  and which squad was i n  t h e  r e a r ?  Did it change, o r  
was it normally one i n  f r o n t  and one i n  t h e  r e a r ?  

A. Sometimes one squad i n  one p lace  and sometimes 
one squad was i n  t h e  o t h e r .  

LTC NOLL: Did you normally go i n  a column, o r  d i d  you spread 
o u t ,  o r  how d i d  you move when you were down i n  t h a t  c o a s t a l  
a rea?  

A. When we was on t h e  Coastal  a r e a ,  I d o n ' t  know. 
Everybody was s c a t t e r e d  a l i t t l e  b i t  of everywhere. 

Q . The pa th  ruqning down and t h e  hootches would be 
o f f  t o  t h e  s i d e  and you would have t o  s c a t t e r  o u t  i n  o rde r  
t o  search them. Did you rece ive  any word t o  burn t h e  hootches 
a s  you moved through? I ' m  t a l k i n g  abou t - the  i n s t r u c t i o n s  
t o  burn t h e  hootches when you were g e t t i n g  t h e  b r i e f i n g .  Now, 
when you g e t  o u t  t h e r e ,  I assumed you burned t h e  hootches t h e  
f i r s t  day o r  so  anyway. Did you have some demoli t ions people 
working wi th  you? I d o n ' t  mean o u t s i d e  of t h e  company; I mean 
people who were t r a i n e d  t o  use demoli t ions.  

A .  We had guys t h a t  could use them. 

Q. Was everybody i n  t h e  company using demol i t ions ,  o r  
was it j u s t  t h e  p o i n t  people? 

A. Mostly po in t .  

Q. They had some t r a i n i n g  i n  demol i t ions ,  haven ' t  they? 

A. TAYLOR d i d ,  and HOOTON. 

Q Now, during t h e  time you were o u t  on t h e  beach 
area, e i t h e r  t h e  second day o r  t h i r d  day, i t ' s  mixed up i n  
your mind I know. Do you remember whether t h e  hootches were 
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a l l  s c a t t e r e d  o u t  o r  were t h e r e  any f a i r l y  good s i z e  v i l l a g e s ?  

A. There was a f a i r l y  good s i z e  v i l l a g e  on down t h e r e .  
There would be some hootches here .  I t  was a c l ean  v i l l a g e ,  
r e a l l y :  I t  h a d n ' t  been h i t  too  hard.  There was a l o t  of 
branches,  you know, branching o f f  everywhere, and more people 
i n  a v i l l a g e  than  I had ever  seen.  I can ' t - - the re  w a s  j u s t  s o  
many people. 

Q Was 
where you were 
sending them a1 

t h a t  t h e  v i l l a g e s  up nor th ,  up t h e r e  
on t h e  18 th ,  c o l l e c t i n g  a l l  t h e  people and 
.1back. t o  one b i g  group? 

A. Yeah, we were br inging  them back t h i s  way. 

Q The b i g  v i l l a g e  i s  up i n  the re?  

A. Yeah. ti 

Q When you were s t i l l  down lower, d i d  you run i n t o  
any smaller  v i l l a g e s ?  

A. They were a l l  small .  I t ' s  hard t o  remember. I t  
was s o  long ago and i t ' s  s o  mixed up anyhow. 

COL WILSON: Who were you working with t h a t  day? 

A. Sometimes a couple of us would j u s t  g e t  toge the r  
and work wi th  ourse lves .  

Q. D i d n ' t  you p a i r  o f f  i n t o  p a i r s ?  I t h i n k  t h a t  is  
common procedure f o r  search  opera t ions .  Who were you working 
wi th  t h a t  day? 

A. S c a n ' t  remember. 

Q. Do you r e c a l l  some a c t i o n s  going on ac ross  t h a t  
body of water? You had t h e  s e a  on your l e f t .  You should have 
had. I am t a l k i n g  about t h e  second day a f t e r  t h e  acc iden t  a t  
t h e  b r idge ,  t h e  gunships and you s t a r t e d  moving o u t .  

A. When we laagered  i n  here? 

Q No. I ' m  no t  t a l k i n g  about l aager ing  one n i g h t  by
yourse l f .  One n i g h t  by y o u r s e l f ;  t h a t ' s  when you made t h a t  
very good p o s i t i o n  because you thought you were going t o  be 
h i t .  You went t o  t h e  br idge  the  next  morning, and t h a t  i s  
when TAYLOR l o s t  h i s  f o o t .  That i s  when the  a c t i o n  s t a r t e d  
and t h e  gunships came i n .  Af te r  t h a t ,  B Company moved ac ross  
t h e  br idge ,  and B Company s t a r t e d  moving south ,  wi th  t h e  
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China Sea on t h e  l e f t  and t h a t  r i v e r ,  c a l l e d  t h e  Kinh Giang, 
on t h e  r i g h t .  Now, a l s o  on t h e  r i g h t ,  on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  
of t h i s  r i v e r ,  working up i n  he re  i s  C Company. B Company 
was moving down t h i s  way and C Company was moving on t h e  
o t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  r i v e r ,  down towards t h i s  h i l l .  There was 
probably some a c t i v i t y  and probably some burning. You may 
have seen some f i r e s  over t h e r e  o r  maybe you heard some f i r i n g .  
Also, t h e r e  is  a p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  you could have seen some 
s w i f t  boats  o u t  t h e r e  on t h e  seas ide .  B Company, most of 
t h a t  second day, a f t e r  they crossed t h a t  b r idge  and a f t e r  
t h e  gunships came i n ,  spen t  most of t h e i r  time moving up and 
down c o a s t l i n e .  

A. I remember, I d o n ' t  know i f  it was t h e  same 
day o r  n o t ,  w e  burned some o t h e r  v i l l a g e s  too .  

Q You mean on t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  opera t ion?  

A.  T h a t ' s  what I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  th ink .  

Q We understand t h e r e  were more v i l l a g e s  burned 
down here .  

A. That could have been us .  I d o n ' t  know. I d o n ' t  
t h i n k  I could t e l l  you a l l  what happened t h e  day af te rwards ,  
s o  much happened. 

Q. Well, t h e  n i g h t  l aager  p o s i t i o n  t h a t  you moved 
i n t o ,  according t o  what we understand,  you had a p r e t t y  rough 
t ime digging i n  t h e r e ,  because of t h e  sand. Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A .  You c o u l d n ' t  g e t  nothing r e a l  deep, because it 
was caving i n .  There were l o t s  of o l d  t i n  cans around. Like 
an o l d  ARVN camp o r  something. 

Q. Weren't you on t h e  c o a s t ,  r i g h t  by t h e  sea? 

A. Right by t h e  sea.  

Q Do you remember when you moved back t o  t h e  north? 
This  would have been t h e  day be fo re  you l e f t  t h e  a r e a ,  and 
be fo re  you moved down t h e  s t r i p  of land where a l l  of those 
people were. Do you remember c ross ing  a bunch of sand dunes 
o r  a sand a r e a  t h a t  w a s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  walk i n ,  f o r  about 200 
o r  300 meters? I t  should have been p r e t t y  hard walking. 

A. Yeah. 
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Q. Depends on what you were ca r ry ing ,  b u t  I th ink  
you would have recognized t h a t  as p r e t t y  rough walking. 

A. Ican'  t say.  Af te r  we g o t  everyth ing  c l e a r e d  
up t h a t  morning, a f t e r  t h e  n i g h t  we g o t  hit, which way we 
d i d  go, I c a n ' t  say. I c a n ' t  r e r r i ~ ~ ~ b e r .  

a .  The reason I mentioned t h i s ,  t h e  only  reason I 
th ink  you might remember, and you might n o t ,  b u t  what d i -
r e c t i o n  were you going, n o r t h  o r  south? Whichever d i r e c t i o n  
you s t a r t e d  i n ,  t h e  China Sea would be on one s i d e  o r  t h e  o t h e r .  
I f  you were going south  it would have been over  your l e f t  
shoulder ,  and it would have been t h e r e ,  and t h e  oppos i t e  i f  
you were going nor th .  Tha t ' s  n o t  too  important  anyhow. 
The reason--you mentioned t h r e e  v i l l a g e s .  This  is what we 
understand, because,  from what we can determine,  t h a t  i s  
what happened: t h a t  My Khe ( 4 )  , Co Lay ( 2 )  , and Co Lay (3)  were 
burned, and those  a r e  three .  v i l l a g e s .  Now, I d o n ' t  know 
i f  those  a r e  t h e  t h r e e  v i l l a g e s  you were b r i e f e d  on o r  no t .  
I t  could have been t h r e e  o t h e r s .  

A. What was t h e  second one you s a i d ?  

Q .  After  the  f i r s t  morning t h e r e  were t h r e e  v i l l a g e s
t h a t  were burned, My Khe ( 4 ) ,  Co Lay ( 2 )  and Co Lay ( 3 ) .  
That  i s  t o  b e s t  of our  information.  One on t h e  extreme sou th ,  
one a l i t t l e  f u r t h e r  up and one r i g h t  here.  

A. I c a n ' t  say i f  we d i d  o r  not .  I c a n ' t  remember 
i f  w e  burned them o r  not .  

Q .  The t h r e e  v i l l a y e s  t h a t  you remenbebr i n  t h e  b r i e f i n g ,  
I wonder i f  t h e s e  were t h e  same v i l l a g e s .  Do you ever  r e c a l l  
who b r i e f e d  you? Do you r e c a l l  t h e  next  day, o r  t h e  second 
day, you laagered ,  moved back toward t h e  b r idge ,  and you worked 
around t h i s  genera l  a rea?  Do you r e c a l l  seei ,ng any bodies  
down i n  the re?  

A .  Wasn't any. I d i d n ' t  s e e  any. 

Q There were s t i l l  people around h e r e ,  you mentioned. 

A .  There were a few l i t t l e  f i r e s  going. 

Q Did it appear t o  be bus iness  as  usual  down here?  

A. There wasn ' t  anybody running around. I t  was j u s t  
r e a l  calm. 
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Q I d o n ' t  suppose you would r e c a l l ,  b u t  t h e r e  
were v i l l a g e s  down i n  here ,  about t h i s  a rea .  Do you r e c a l l  
going through v i l l a g e s ,  where t h e r e  were any more people t h a t  
day? That i s  a f t e r  t h e  f i r s t  n i g h t  l aager ing  when t h e  
p la toon was by i t s e l f  and a f t e r  TAYLOR was wounded and 
evacuated and you moved ou t  again.  Do you remember going 
through any v i l l a g e s  where t h e r e  were people? 

A. I d o n ' t  even know where we went a f t e r  t h a t .  A l l  
I know i s  t h a t  we ended up h e r e  where we laagered.  We 
gathered s o  many people.  Guys were going one way and o t h e r  
guys were going t h i s  way and searching  and grouping every-
body up. I d o n ' t  know what w e  were doing t h i s  f o r .  We 
never d id  anything with them a f t e r  we grouped them up. 

Q W e l l ,  you d i d n ' t  s t a y  with them? Didn ' t  you 
t u r n  them over  t o  t h e  c o l l e c t i n g  p o i n t  and go back t o  your 
a rea?  

A. Yes,. and then ,  go o u t  f o r  more. Because I 
remember I would have t o  walk up and down t h e  sand. W e  were 
g e t t i n g  k ind  of t i r e d  br inging  them down t h e r e .  

Q. We understand t h a t  a medical team came i n  t h e r e  
and d i d  some medical work. 

A. They may have, b u t  I was running around t h e r e  
t r y i n g  t o  ga the r  everybody up. 

Q. T h a t ' s  what I say: I th ink  t h e r e  were some ac t -
i v i t i e s  going on. You were c o l l e c t i n g  them. There was an-
o t h e r  group handl ing them f o r  o t h e r  purposes. Do you r e c a l l ,  
and t h i s  could have been t h e  second day, I ' m  n o t  s u r e ,  a 
woman being brought i n  wounded and a h e l i c o p t e r  coming i n  t o  
t a k e  he r  ou t?  

A. The one TAYLOR was using f o r  po in t?  

Q I d o n ' t  know. I t  could have been, and I ' m  n o t  
s u r e  it was a t  t h e  br idge .  There was a woman t h a t  was 
wounded, and they brought i n  a h e l i c o p t e r  and took h e r  out .  

A.  I d o n ' t  remember t h a t .  I know t h a t  TAYLOR had a woman 
i n  f r o n t  of him. 

Q. Was it a woman o r  a man? 
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A. A woman. He s a t  h e r  down b e s i d e  a t r e e  b e f o r e  
he went t o  t h e  b r i d g e .  

Q That  was a f t e r  he  sa t  h e r  by t h e  b r i d g e ?  Tha t  
i s  when he  h i t  t h e  mine? 

A. I ' m  p r e t t y  s u r e .  I t  might have been t h a t  
woman t h a t  g o t  h i t  t oo .  I t h i n k  I remember a f t e r  I g o t  
up t h e r e ,  because a f t e r  eve ry th ing  s t a r t e d  happening,  I 
never  d i d  g e t  up t h e r e ,  because w e  a l l  w e r e  on t h e  ground 
a f t e r  t h e  s h o o t i n g  s t a r t e d .  She may have g o t  h i t  w i t h  him. 
I d o n ' t  know. 

Q Was h e  us ing  h e r  f o r  a p o i n t ?  
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A. Yes. 

Q How long d i d  he use her?  

A. I th ink  it w a s  a f t e r  we burned the  v i l l a g e  he 
grabbed h e r .  Maybe it was before  then.  I know he used h e r  
be fo re  we walked t o  our  l aager  p o s i t i o n  up here  by t h a t  
one t r e e ,  f o r  t h a t  one p la toon t h a t  n i g h t ;  he had her .  

Q You mean t h e  f i r s t  morning? 

A. The second morning. I t  could have been t h e  f i r s t  
morning, o r  it could have been t h e  second morning. I d o n ' t  
know, b u t  he had a woman walking up t h e r e ;  t h a t ' s  a l l  I 
know. 

LTC NOLL: Did you s e e  h e r  with you i n  t h e  l a a g e r  a rea  t h a t  
n igh t?  

A. I c a n ' t  say t h a t  I d i d ,  sir. 
3 

Q Did you s e e  h e r  t h e  next  morning? 

A. She was t h e r e  t h e  next  morning. I j u s t  c a n ' t  
remember. She may have been t h e r e  a l l  n i g h t .  

COL WILSON:  TAYLOR was i n  t h e  l aager  p o s i t i o n  t h a t  n i g h t ,  
wasn ' t  he? 

A. He was t h e r e .  He had t o  have h e r  wi th  him, he 
had t o .  I remember he had a rope t i e d  t o  he r .  She was 
l ead ing  o u t  f r o n t ,  and he had a rope and had ~ h o i dof her .  

Q Did you have an i n t e r p r e t e r  wi th  your p la toon
during t h i s  per iod?  

A. No, I d o n ' t  t h i n k  so.  

Q. Did you s e e  an i n t e r p r e t e r  a t  any t ime o r  Vie t -
namese during t h i s  per iod .  Did you s e e  any Nat ional  P o l i c e  
o u t  here? 

A. No, s i r ,  I d i d n ' t .  

Q Did you s e e  any ARVN i n t e r p r e t e r s  o u t  here? 
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A. No, sir, I didn't. 

Q Let me show you some photographs, and see if 
you can identify any of the people in it. 

A. That 's HUFFMAN. 

Q Exhibit P-18 you believe is HUFFMAN. Do you 
recognize any Vietnamese there? 
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A. No, I d o n ' t  know any. 

Q How about P-19? 

A. No, I c a n ' t  t e l l .  

Q P-20? 

A. That s HOUGHTON . 
Q. The man with t h e  b a r  i s  HOUGHTON. What about t h e  
man bending? 

A. This  i s  t h e  weapons squad. I c a n ' t  very we l l  
remember t h e  names. I 've seen t h i s  guy before .  

Q. The man on t h e  r i g h t  r e a r  with t h e  helmet,  you 
c a n ' t  i d e n t i f y  him. How about t h e  o t h e r  U.S. types i n  t h e  
p i c t u r e ?  

A. I c a n ' t  say.  

Q. Does t h i s  look f a m i l i a r ?  

A. A l o t  of t h e  area looks t h e  same. 

Q. P-21? Do you recognize any of those  people? 

A. I c a n ' t  remember. 

Q How about P-22? 

A. , No. 

Q - P-23? 

A. Captain MICHLES. 

Q. The man on t h e  l e f t  is  Captain MICHLES. 

A. And t h a t ' s  h i s  i n t e r p r e t e r .  I c a n ' t  t h ink  of 
h i s  name. 

Q. This  man i n  t h e  c e n t e r  i s  t h e  i n t e r p r e t e r ?  

A. I know he had one a couple of t imes.  

a .  Is t h i s  t h e  Vietnamese you a r e  t a l k i n g  about o r  
t h e  American? 
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A. T h a t ' s  a Vietnamese. 

Q What about  t h e  man on .the extreme r i g h t ?  

A. Tha t  looks  l ike- - I c a n ' t  t e l l  you h i s  name. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  whether t h i s  Vietnamese i n t e r -
p r e t e r  w a s  w i t h  t h e  company? 

A. I c a n qt remember. 

Q. Did you s e e  him ve ry  o f t e n ?  

A. I seen  him a couple  of t imes .  

Q T h i s  photograph r i g h t  h e r e ,  does t h i s  look 
f a m i l i a r ?  This  i s  P-28. 

A .  There i s  water  up h e r e ,  and it reminds me of  
wate r  s p o t s  when w e  came i n  on t h e  chopper. I t  could  have 
been o u r  l a n d i n g  zone. I c a n ' t  r e a l l y  say.  The t r e e s  around 
remind me of where w e  came i n .  

(COL WILSON o r i e n t s  w i tnes s  t o  E x h i b i t  P-28.) 

MR WALSH: L e t ' s  go hack t o  a p o i n t  b e f o r e  you c r o s s e d  t h e  
b r i d g e  t h e  f i r s t  day. When you g o t  t o  t h e  b r i d g e  t h e r e  was 
a squad ahead s f  y ~ uand you were in t h e  second squad,  i f  I 
remember c o r r e c t l y .  Where was L ieu tenan t  WILLINGHAM? Was 
h e  i n  t h e  middle o r  was h e  i n  t h e  f r o n t  o r  was h e  i n  t h e  
r e a r ?  

A .  I n  t h e  middle ,  I would say more i n  t h e  middle.  

Q - Did you proceed on i n  s i n g l e  f i l e  a c r o s s  t h e  
b r i d g e ?  

A. Yeah, because t h e  b r i d g e  was j u s t  wide enough; 
i t  w a s n ' t  no l a r g e  b r i d g e .  I t  w a s n ' t  t h a t  b i g  o f  a b r idge .  

Q You d o n ' t  remember r e c e i v i n g  any f i r e  when you 
c r o s s e d  t h e  b r i d g e  u n t i l  you g o t  t o  t h e  o t h e r  s i d e ?  

A. W e l l ,  when we came around--I was back aways. The 
shoo t ing  s t a r t e d  and I remember us running up t h e r e  and then  
eve ry th ing  q u i e t e d  down f o r  a few minutes  and t h e n  L i e u t e n a n t  
WILLINGHAM had J o e  MADISON sp ray ing  some of  t h e  a r e a  t h e r e  
w i t h  a machinegun. 
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Q Where did you have your machinegun set up, on 
the--

A. (Interposing) He had it on the side. 

Q. And shooting across the river? 

A. We were already across the river. 
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Q. H e ' s  go t  it set up on t h e  s ide?  

A. Well, he was j u s t  holding it, you know. 

Q Okay. Could he s e e  anybody he was shoot ing a t  
o r  was he  j u s t  spraying t h e  hootches? 

A. He was j u s t  spraying.  He wasn ' t  shoot ing  a t  
anybody. 

Q .  Could you s e e  any people t h e r e ?  

A. Not a t  t h a t  t ime, I d i d n ' t .  

Q. I r e a l i z e  you a r e  r e l u c t a n t  t o  t a l k  about t h i s ,  
and I d o n ' t  want t o  f o r c e  you t o .  

A. I d o n ' t  mind t a l k i n g ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  want t o  g e t  
a bunch of guys i n  t r o u b l e  over something. They should have 
bombed t h e  whole p lace  a long time ago. 

Q. Well, now, I understand your r e luc tance  on t h a t  
sco re ,  c e r t a i n l y ,  a s  t o  anything you a r e  concerned about 
y o u r s e l f ,  j u s t  leave yourse l f  o u t  of it. 

A .  These a r e  guys I was over t h e r e  wi th .  I mean, 
I j u s t  c a n ' t  s e e  causing anybody t r o u b l e .  We were t o l d ,  
before  w e  l e f t ,  t o  search  and des t roy .  Tha t ' s  what I went 
i n  t h e r e  f o r ,  t o  search  and des t roy .  

Q. They were t h e r e ,  and LieutenantWILLINGHAM was 
t h e r e ,  too?  

A. Yeah. Af te r  Joe  sprayed t h e  a r e a  w e  went on 
down i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  and we was i n  one s i n g l e  f i l e .  We 
l a i d  down, and Joe s e t  t h e  machinegun up. 

Q This i s  about how f a r  from t h e  br idge?  

A. Oh, I d o n ' t  know, maybe 300, 400 meters.  I t  
wasn ' t  very f a r .  I t  w a s  j u s t ,  r i g h t  around t h e  co rne r ,  t h e r e .  

Q. Turn t h e  corner  and maybe 300 o r  400 meters 
down? 

A. It wasn ' t  very f a r ,  bu t  a f t e r  we turned  t h e  
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corner  a t  t h e  br idge ,  it turned.  Af te r  Joe  sprayed--see, 
Joe  sprayed some f i r s t ,  and then we turned  and went i n ,  
and w e  stopped r i g h t  t h e r e  i n  f r o n t  of t h e s e  hootches.  

Q- Is t h a t  c o l l e c t i o n  of hootches a l i t t l e  ways 
down? 

A. J u s t  a l i t t l e .  I t  was j u s t  raggy s t u f f .  

Q - Why d o n ' t  you t e l l  us what happened without  
naming names? 

A. Then w e  s t a r t e d  shoot ing.  

Q Everybody i n  t h e  platoon? 
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A .  I ' d  say  everybody. Everybody was s h o o t i n g ,  
and people  were on t o p  of t h i s  h i l l  and running around . 
l i k e  c r azy  people .  

Q Thi s  was t h e  h i l l  b e f o r e  you went down t o  
t h e  ocean? Was a k ind  of h i l l  between t h e  p a t h  where you 
w e r e  and t h e  ocean? Do you remember? 

A. A l l  I remember, it was l i k e  a--wel l ,  t hey  were 
s i t t i n g  down a t  t h e  bottom of a - - l i k e  on t o p  o f  a sma l l  
h i l l ,  Nothing--you know, j u s t  l i k e  an upgrade,  b u t  i t  g o t  
p r e t t y  h igh  a t  t h e  t o p ,  and everybody was shoo t ing .  

Q Were people  running? 

A. Yeah. 

COL WILSON: Anybody t r y i n g  t o  s t o p  t h e s e  people  from run-
ning? 

A. I d i d n ' t  see anybody t r y i n g  t o  s t o p  them. 

Q Nobody w a s  h o l l e r i n g  a t  them t o  s t o p  o r  any th ing?  

A. W e l l ,  when I went i n ,  you s e e ,  I w a s  a t  t h e  end,  
s e e ,  a lmost  o r  p r e t t y  c l o s e  t o  t h e  end. Everybody was 
shoo t ing ,  you know, s o  I went on. Maybe a few guys w a s n ' t  
shoot ing .  

MR WALSH: You j u s t  hea rd  a l o t  of f i r i n g  and saw a l o t  
of people  running  around g e t t i n g  s h o t  up above? 

A. A f t e r  t h i s  happened we g o t  t h i s  c a l l  t h a t  s a i d  
d o n ' t  shoot  any more, you know. L ieu tenan t  WILLINGHAM--we 
never  even went up on top of t h e  hill t o  s e e .  I f  we h i t  
anybody, I c a n ' t  say .  

Q Lieu tenan t  WILLINGHAM s a i d  t o  s t o p ?  A f t e r  you 
had s h o t  some of them up t h e r e ,  h e  s a i d  t o  s t o p  s h o o t i n g  
t h e  people?  

A. I d o n ' t  know i f  we h i t  anybody, you know. I d i d n ' t  
- -go up t o  look t o  s e e  i f  anybody was l y i n g  up t h e r e .  weii, it 

was q u i t e  a wh i l e  because they brought  i n  TNT. A chopper brought 
i n  TNT, a hundred s t i c k s  of it, a whole c a s e  of  TNT, and it 
w a s  thrown i n  bunkers and s t u f f ,  and blowing e v e r y t h i n g  up 
and burning.  
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Q Shooting t h e  people  i f  t hey  came o u t  of  t h e i r  
bunkers? 

A. I d i d n ' t  see t h a t .  

Q • Did you h e a r  about  i t ?  

A. Yeah. 
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8 .  How many hootches were i n  t h i s  a r e a  t h a t  t h i s  
was going on? 

A. There wasn ' t  much t h e r e .  A l o t  of unaerground 
s t u f f .  Nothing n ice .  

Q Did you have any TNT wi th  you when you s t a r t e d  
on t h e  opera t ion?  

A .  Some. They c a l l e d  i n  f o r  more. 

Q. A chopper set .down? 

A .  Yeah. 

Q Where d i d  it set down, near t h e  end of t h e  br idge? 

A. No. It  s e t  down r i g h t  i n  t h e  middle of t h e  
v i l l a g e ,  r i g h t  t h e r e  by us .  T h a t ' s  where I t h i n k  it s e t  down. 

Q Could t h i s  chopper have s e t  down and brought t h e  
TNT t o  you a t  t h e  same time t h a t  they brought i n  your chow 
f o r  t h a t  n i g h t ,  o r  maybe t h e  next  n igh t?  

A. I t  may have. I remember we had o t h e r ,  it wasn ' t  
only TNT, we had o t h e r  s u p p l i e s  such a s  ammo and s t u f f  l i k e  
t h a t ,  because we s h o t  q u i t e  a b i t  of  ammo. 

Q This f i r s t  l i t t l e  hootch, a f t e r  t h e  people were 
shoot ing  a t  t h e  people a t  t h e  t o p  of t h e  h i l l ,  then  I t ake  
it t h a t  t h e  p la toon spread ou t  and searched t h e s e  bunkers 
and hootches and blew up t h e  bunkers f o r  t h e  r e s t  of the  day, 
o r  d i d  you move along a t  a l l ?  

A. I d i d n ' t  move nowhere. Maybe up f r o n t  they were 
moving around, b u t  I was l y i n g  r i g h t  t h e r e  b e s i d e  a t r e e .  
I d o n ' t  know about anyone e l s e .  

Q. What was Lieutenant  WILLINGHAM doing a t  t h i s  time? 

A. . I d o n ' t  know. I d i d n ' t  s ee  him. I was wai t ing  
for  word t o  move out .  

Q. You were toward t h e  r e a r ?  

A. Yeah. 
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Q . I t ake  then it was t h e  2d Platoon t h a t  was 
searching  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  hootch and blowing up t h e s e  
bunkers? You were i n  t h e  1st Platoon? 

A. Yeah. I t  was t h e  only platoon i n  t h e r e .  

Q I ' m  so r ry .  I ' m  t a l k i n g  about squads. You have 
t o  fo rg ive  me; I ' m  a c i v i l i a n .  You were i n  t h e  second 
squad? 

A. Yeah. 

Q You were s i t t i n g  down bes ide  a t r e e  most of t h e  
time during t h e  day? 

A. Yeah. 

Q Was t h i s  because t h e  second squad was t o l d  t o  
s i t  down, and t h e  searching  of t h e  hootches was being done 
by t h e  f i r s t  squad? 

A. I t  was more o r  l e s s  t h a t  way. 

Q More o r  l e s s  t h a t  way? 

A. W e  were s e t  up i n  our  defense.  

Q Did any of these  guys f i n d  any women i n  any of 
t h e  hootches? 

A. I c a n ' t  say ,  I was s t i l l  t h e r e .  A l l  I can say 
i s  by hearsay from t a l k i n g  t o  them, you know, i n  a bunker 
and one guy i s  t e l l i n g  t h e  o t h e r ,  "Try and shoot  them a s  
they a r e  coning o u t .  " Tha t ' s  a l l  hearsay. 

Q The a r e a  t h a t  you were i n  d i d n ' t  have s o  many 
hootches i n  it t h a t  it took a l l  day t o  c l e a r  them a l l  o u t ,  
d id  i t ?  I n  o t h e r  words t h e r e  was t ime,  p a r t  of t h e  day, 
when everybody d i d n ' t  have t o  work too  hard? 

A .  Yeah. 

Q A f t e r  t h a t  a r e a  had been searched and t h e  hootches 
had been c l e a r e d  o u t ,  d i d  you move on, o r  d i d  you more o r  
l e s s  s t a y  around t h a t  a r e a  toward t h e  end of t h e  b r idge  t h e  
r e s t  of t h e  day? 
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A. We were t r y i n g  t o  s t a y  around until we got t h e  
word t o  s t a y  on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  r i v e r  t h e r e  and 
set up t h e r e  f o r  t h e  n i g h t  and make t h a t  n i g h t  l a a g e r  t h e r e .  

Q. Do you remember if somebody found a  booby t r a p  
i n  one of t h e  hootches? 
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A. I d o n ' t  remember t h a t .  

Q =  A couple of c a r t r i d g e s  r igged up t o  a f i r i n g  mech-
anism s o  i f  somebody came i n  a bunker o r  hootch it would shoot  
them? Do you remember t h a t ?  

A. I may have heard about t h a t ,  b u t  I d i d n ' t  s ee  it. 

Q Do you remember i f  anybody except  TAYLOR picked 
up women t h a t  they  took t o  t h e i r  l aager  a rea?  

A. I d o n ' t  know of anyone. I ' m  no t  s u r e  i f  she  was 
t h e r e  o r  not .  -She must have had t o  have been. I can ' t - -1  
was t r y i n g  t o  t a k e  c a r e  of myself and g e t  my h o l e  dug. 

Q Do you know i f  she  was raped by anybody i n  t h e  
platoon? 

A. No. I d i d n ' t  even hea r  a word about t h a t .  I d o n ' t  
even t h i n k  so .  

Q- She wasn ' t  a very good looking woman? 

A. No, none of them were, t o  me. 

Q. Now, do you remember hear ing  Lieutenant  WILLINGHAM 
make any r e p o r t s  of body counts during t h e  day? 

A. Something came up about a body count one time. 
It  was way up t h e r e .  This  was f o r  a whole d e a l ,  n o t  j u s t  f o r  
u s ,  but f o r  some o t h e r  company and a l l  of them toge the r .  I re-
member w r i t i n g  home something about t h a t .  I remember a count 
of over  4 0 0 .  I ' m  n o t  p o s i t i v e ,  I d o n ' t  know. The paper back 
home s a i d  122 men was k i l l e d ,  b u t  it c o u l d n ' t  have been t h a t  
many people.  

Q. How many would you guess from t h a t  f i r s t  day 
around t h e  a r e a  where you were? 

A .  I d o n ' t  know. I wasn ' t  on t o p  of t h e  h i l l .  I 
d i d n ' t  count them. 

Q. Colonel WILSON ta lked  t o  Lieutenant  WILLINGHAM, 
and he asked him how many c i v i l i a n s  were k i l l e d  o r  
wounded i n  your a rea .  H e  s a i d ,  " I  know of 28." . 
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A. That could be. 

a .  That wouldn ' t  be--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  I d o n ' t  know how many g o t  k i l l e d .  
People were running around. I remember one i n c i d e n t :  it seemed 
l i k e  people running even toward us on t o p  of t h e  h i l l  and back 
towards t h e  t o p  of t h e  h i l l .  Maybe they were a l l  mixed up t o o ,  
d i d n ' t  know where they were going. I remember s e v e r a l  t imes 
people coming up over t h e  h i l l  too .  

Q. The people xould shoot  them when they  would come 
up over  t h e  t o p  of t h e  h i l l ?  

A. Yeah. 

Q. What was done about burying people? 

A. W e  d i d n ' t  bury any people. 

You d i d n ' t  pay any a t t e n t i o n  t o  them? 

A. I d i d n ' t  go up t o  look. Lieutenant  WILLINGHAM 
wouldn ' t  l e t  us go up. Maybe a f e w  of them d i d  i n  t h e  f i r s t  
squad, b u t  not  t h e  second squad. I d o n ' t  t h ink  anybody was 
going up t h e r e .  

Q. Did anybody ask t o  go up and t a k e  a look? 

A. I d id .  

Q What did he  say? 

A. No. 

Q. Did he say why? 

A. He t o l d  me t o  s h u t  up and s t a y  where I was a t .  I 
wanted t o  go up and he lp  a l i t t l e  b i t ,  you know. 

Q .  Was t h e r e  women and ch i ld ren  up t h e r e  t h a t  might
need some help? 

A. I t  wasn ' t  t h a t  kind of he lp .  

36 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

APP T-223 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

a .  Did you hear  them up t h e r e ?  

A.  I d i d n ' t  hear  anybody y e l l i n g  o r  screaming o r  any-
thing'. 

Q Do you remember i f  Lieutenant  WILLINGHAM s a i d  any-
t h i n g  o r  you had any d iscuss ions  about whether women and chi ld-
ren  had been k i l l e d  and n o t  t o  t a l k  about it a t  a l l ?  

A.  No, I remember Terry REID g e t t i n g  a l l  shook up and 
running off  a t  t h e  jaw a l o t .  

Q. What was he saying? 
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A .  "Why d id  you do t h a t , "  and I can remember d i s t i n c t l y  
he was shoot ing h i s  M-79, because I remember he had a dud round, 
it j u s t  went "puh" a l i t t l e  b i t .  I remember he s h o t  up on t h a t  
h i l l  too .  

Q- Was he running o f f  a t  t h e  mouth about c l e a r i n g  
t h e  bunkers too?  

A.  He r a n  o f f  a t  t h e  mouth about anything we d id .  

Q. What squad was he i n ,  your squad? 

A.  He was i n  t h e  second squad with me. 

Q a Do you remember i f  you gave medical a s s i s t a n c e  t o  
any of t h e  Vietnamese around t h e r e  t h a t  day? 

A.  I d o n ' t  remember t h a t .  

Q- Did you c a l l  f o r  any medevac f o r  any c i v i l i a n s ?  

A .  No, I d o n ' t  remember. 

Q Do you remember genera l ly  what t h e  opera t ions  were 
l i k e  on t h e  next  day, when t h e  whole company moved down through 
t h a t  a rea?  Was it genera l ly  search  and des t roy?  

A .  Maybe we burned more p l a c e s ,  I t ' s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  
we d id .  I c a n ' t  remember. 

Q Do you remember i f  t h e  people i n  t h e  p la toon were 
p r e t t y  angry and upse t  over TAYLOR g e t t i n g  wounded? 

A .  Yes, everybody was all--TAYLOR was i d o l i z e d .  He 
was l i k e  MILAS t o  t h e  s o u l  b r o t h e r s ;  TAYLOR was l i k e  t h i s  
t o  us. MILAS was t h e i r  i d o l  and he was ours .  Maybe no t  
our  i d o l  bu t  we respected  him a l o t .  TAYLOR was a good s o l -
d i e r  and s o  was MILAS. Both of them were very ,  very good 
s o l d i e r s .  They knew what they was doing. MILAS was t h e  
b e s t  machinegunner we had. TAYLOR walked p o i n t  cons tan t ly .  
T h a t ' s  a l l  he ever  d i d  i s  walk p o i n t ,  him and HOOTON and I 
t h i n k  B. J. 

Q. B.J.? You mean TITTLE? 

A .  No, t h i s  guy's--his f i r s t  name was Beverly. 

Q. Beverly was t h e  f i r s t  name? I b e t  they  gave him 
a l i t t l e  t r o u b l e  about t h a t .  Was he NEEDLE? 
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A.  No, t h a t  w a s  TITTLE. TITTLE w a s  ano the r  one t h a t  
walked p o i n t .  Bever ly ,  I c a n ' t  t h i n k  of h i s  l a s t  name. H e  
g o t  i n f u s e d  t o  t h e  MP1s i n  Saigon.  I d o n ' t  know i f  TITTLE had 
m a l a r i a  o r  n o t .  He may have a l r e a d y  been gone. H e  caught  ma-
l a r i a ,  

Q. I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  people  up on t h e  h i l l  t h a t  you 
d i d n ' t  go up t o  t a k e  a look a t ,  I would l i k e  you t o  look  real  
ha rd  and s e e  i f  you t h i n k  of  t h e  bodies  t h a t  you saw around 
t h a t  area d u r i n g  t h a t  f i r s t  day,  l e a v i n g  o u t  t h e  people  up on 
t h e  h i l l  t h a t  you c o u l d n ' t  see, b u t  t h e s e  people  around t h e  
hootches  and t h e  bunkers .  

A. T h a t ' s  t h e  on ly  p l a c e  t h e y  was t h a t  day. 

Q The on ly  p l a c e  w a s  up on t h e  h i l l ?  

A. Righ t  i n  t h a t  a r e a .  We w e r e n ' t  w i t h  t h e  r e s t  of  
t h e  company o r  anyth ing .  I may have seen  one o r  two. I 
don '  t know. 

Q There  w e r e n ' t  any people  i n  t h e  bunkers  t h a t  day? 

A. The f i r s t  day? They were running t o  bunkers .  
They w e r e  g e t t i n g  i n t o  t h e  bunkers  and they  were s e a r c h i n g  
them' o u t .  

Q But you wou ldn ' t  see t h e  bodies  i f  t h e y  s t a y e d  i n  
t h e r e  when t h e y  blew them? 

A. I w a s n ' t  blowing t h e  bunkers .  I w a s n ' t  t h e r e .  I 
w a s  down below on t h e  ground, and t h e  f i r s t  squad was up t h e r e  
do ing  t h e  s e a r c h i n g  and,  you know, blowing t h e  bunkers  up and 
s t u f f  l i k e  t h a t .  I w a s n ' t  i n  on t h a t .  I had t o  s t a y  t h e r e .  I 
wanted t o  h e l p  s e a r c h  too .  Like I say ,  I had t o  s t a y  where 
I w a s  a t .  

Q Were you p u l l i n g  s e c u r i t y  o r  something? 

A .  Same t h i n g  you might a s  w e l l  s ay .  

Q. W a s  t h e  p l a t o o n  CP around you, o r  w e r e  t h e y
w i t h  t h e  people  do ing  t h e  s e a r c h i n g ?  

A. They w e r e  up around where t h e  s e a r c h i n g  was going 
on.  

Q .  So you wou ldn ' t  have heard  very  many r a d i o  t r a n s -
mis s ions  du r ing  t h e  day then?  
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A. No. Someone came back t h e r e  and t o l d  us no more 
shoo t ing ,  t o  s t o p  t h e  shoot ing .  Don ' t  shoo t  any more. W e  
s a t  t h e r e  f o r  q u i t e  a wh i l e ,  t hen  w e  moved back and l aage red  
t h a t  n i g h t  where w e  dug i n .  

LTC NOLL: What t ime of day w a s  t h i s ?  

A. I t  w a s  g e t t i n g  on. 

MR WALSH: When you g o t  t h e  o r d e r s  t o  s t o p  t h e  shoo t ing ,  
you w e r e n ' t  shoot ing .  How come you g o t  t h e  o r d e r  t o  s t o p  
shoo t ing  when nobody was shoo t ing?  

A. What do you mean t h e r e  w a s n ' t  shoot ing?  

Q. When you g o t  t h e  o r d e r  t o  s t o p  s h o o t i n g ,  people  
were shoot ing?  

A. Guys were f i r i n g .  

Q I ' m  j u s t  t r y i n g  t o  f i x  t h e  t ime ,  t h a t ' s  a l l .  

A. L ike  I s a y ,  every  once i n  a wh i l e  somebody came 
running up ove r  t h e  h i l l .  When t h e s e  guys went from t h e  
squads up t h e r e ,  t h a t ' s  when w e  s topped  shoo t ing .  T h a t ' s  
when w e  s t a r t e d  blowing a l l  t h i s  s t u f f  up. They were 
shoo t ing  around up t h e r e  b u t  we s topped shoo t ing .  There 
w a s  no more shoo t ing  from us .  We j u s t  sa t  t h e r e  and watched. 

Q. But t h i s  o r d e r  t h a t  you g o t  t o  s t o p  shoo t ing  w a s  
only  d i r e c t e d  t o  t h e  squad i n  t h e - r e a r  because t h e  people  
t h a t  were do ing  t h e  c l e a r i n g ,  t hey  had t o  keep shoot ing .  

A. I d o n ' t  know. I w a s n ' t  on t h e  r a d i o .  I d o n ' t  
know what w a s  going on.  

Q. Did you have t h e  impress ion  t h a t  t h e  o r d e r s  t o  
s t o p  t h e  s h o o t i n g  came from h i g h e r  up o r  from L ieu tenan t  WIL-
LINGHAM? 

A. T h a t ' s  what I thought  a t  f i r s t .  I was t h i n k i n g  
t h a t  t h e  o t h e r  day,  b u t  now i t ' s  k ind  of changed, you know, 
t h e  way I though t ,  because e v e r y t h i n g  was mixed up. Maybe 
it was L i e u t e n a n t  WILLINGHAM who t o l d  us  t o  s t o p  shoot ing  s o  
t h e  o t h e r  guys could go i n  and s t a r t  blowing t h i n g s  up. T h a t ' s  
t h e  way I f e e l  now. They might have been from h i g h e r  up. I 
d o n ' t  know. 

Q T e l l  m e ,  d i d  you f i n d  any s teel  he lmets  o r  uniforms 
or web equipment o r  t h a t  k ind  of s t u f f  t h a t  f i r s t  day? 

A.  I d i d n ' t  s ea rch .  
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Q. Do you know i f  anyone e l s e  i n  your p la toon d i d  
f i n d  t h a t  kind of s t u f f ?  

A .  No. 

Q You know they  d idn '  t ,  o r  you j u s t  d o n ' t  know? 

A. I d o n ' t  know. 

Q Did you f i n d  any grenades o r  ammo o r  th ings  l i k e  
t h a t ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know. 

Q Any weapons? 

A.  Not t h a t  I know o f .  

Q. On t h e  second day, do you remember f i n d i n g  a bunch 
of booby t r a p s  and mines and des t roying  them sometime i n  t h e  
morning a f t e r  you moved ou t .  

A. Before TAYLOR go t  h i t ?  

Q No, a f t e r  TAYLOR g o t  h i t .  I t  was f u r t h e r  south 
then  t h a t .  

A .  We may have. I c a n ' t  say f o r  s u r e ,  b u t  we may 
have. There was a l o t  of s t u f f  around the re .  

Q. Do you remember coming t o  a p r e t t y  b i g  v i l l a g e  
and t ak ing  a break t o  fill your canteens and r e s t  f o r  a 
while? 

A.  We d i d  t h a t  s e v e r a l  t imes.  I c a n ' t  say p a r t i c u l a r l y  
t h a t  day, b u t  we usua l ly  d i d  when we got  i n t o  a halfway decent  
looking v i l l a g e .  We would g e t  water and pour some over  our  
head and s t u f f .  

Q o 
Do you remember when you were moving south t h e  

second day, a f t e r  TAYLOR g o t  wounded, what t h e  procedure was 
i n  t h e  platoon when they were moving? I n  o t h e r  words, d i d  they 
have a p o i n t  group going through and checking t h e  hootches and 
blowing t h e  bunkers and having another  group coming behind them 
and burning t h e  hootches? D o  you remember any way t h a t  t h e  
p la toon was s e t  up t o  opera te  i n  t h a t  way o r  some o t h e r  way? 
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A .  No, I d o n ' t .  They could have been b u t  I d o n ' t  
remember. 

Q You d o n ' t  remember any s p e c i f i c  o rde r s  f o r  one 
squad t o  do one t h i n g  and one squad do another  th ing?  

A .  A l o t  of t imes you would go along and blow up 
th ings  l i k e  maybe t h i s  we l l  o r  something. You s e e  a round 
o r  something i n  t h e r e  you blow it up. A l o t  of th ings  
look suspic ious .  Like,  j u s t  a small  bunker on t h e  
ground. Ins tead  of t r y i n g  t o  crawl under i t ,  maybe it looks 
l i k e  it may be booby t rapped.  You j u s t  blow it up, you know. 

Q. That platoon d i d  an awful l o t  of f i r i n g  t h a t  day,
d i d n ' t  i t ?  

A. Our platoon? A l o t  of shoot ing.  

Q - How many bodies  would you say you saw t h a t  day 
a l t o g e t h e r ?  

A. The second day? I c a n ' t  say. I d o n ' t  know. I 
mean, I j u s t  don ' t know. 

Q. Q u i t e  a few though? 

I c a n ' t  say t h a t  e i t h e r .  

Q. More than one? 

A. I c a n ' t  say I seen any. I c a n ' t  remember, because 
a l l  of it d o n ' t  come back exac t ly .  I t ' s  been s o  long I j u s t  
c a n ' t  remember. 

Q I t ' s  been a long time ago. 

COL WILSON: Where d id  you g e t  your gunshot wound? 

A .  I d i d n ' t  g e t  one. 

Q. Did you g e t  a Purple  Heart? 

A .  No. When we went up nor th  my l e g  gave o u t ,  and t h e  
c a r t i l a g e  went o u t  i n  my l e g ,  and I had t o  go t o  Japan and be 
operated on. 

Q. When was t h i s ?  
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A .  Right  a t  t h e  end of J u l y  because I was i n  t h e  
Japan h o s p i t a l  August t h e  l s t ,  and I got  opera ted  on August 
t h e  9 th .  

Q. That was t h e  end of J u l y  t h a t  you went t o  t h e  
h o s p i t a l ?  . 

A. Right .  

Q Where d id  you go from t h e  h o s p i t a l ?  

A. Home. 

Q. You went s t r a i g h t  t o  t h e  S t a t e s ?  

A. Yes. Well, a f t e r  I g o t  b e t t e r  and went home on 
l eave ,  then  I went t o  Kansas, 24th Divis ion ,  and went t o  
Germany, and then came back and spen t  t h e  r e s t  of t h e  time 
i n  Kansas, and then come home. 

Q. When you were taken o u t  of the  a r e a ,  we b e l i e v e  
it was on t h e  19th ,  do you remember what f i r e  base you.  
went t o ?  

A. What i s  t h e  time you a r e  t a l k i n g  about? When I 
l e f t  Vietnam? 

Q. No, we're  back a t  t h i s  opera t ion .  

A .  Oh, you ' re  back t h e r e .  A l l  r i g h t .  

Q. When you l e f t  t h e  opera t ion ,  you went back t o  
a f i r e  base.  Which one d i d  you go to?  Do you r e c a l l ?  

A. I th ink  it w a s  a t  Do t t i e .  We had t h i s  o t h e r  
mission. I t ' s  been s o  long,  t h a t ' s  why I go t  confused over  
t h e  a s s a u l t  mission. We g o t  h i t  bad, s o  many mines, and I 
g e t  them two confused, being a bad mission. I j u s t  c a n ' t  
g e t  them s t r a i g h t .  

Q. This  was a bad mission? 

A .  The a s s a u l t .  
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Q Which one? 

A. The one w e  went on h e r e .  Yeah, I t h i n k  it was a 
bad miss ion .  

Q You mentioned t h a t  w a s  t h e r e  ano the r  one? 

A .  Yeah, w e  h i t  a l o t  of  booby t r a p s .  

Q W a s  t h i s  back i n  your  r e g u l a r  o p e r a t i o n a l  a r e a ,  o r  
was it down i n  h e r e  t oo?  

A. Th is  w a s  a r e g u l a r  o p e r a t i o n .  

Q Back up i n  t h e  pen insu la  t h e r e ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q. Do t h e s e  o p e r a t i o n s  s t a n d  o u t  i n  your  mind a s  
be ing  t h e  two wors t?  

A. W e l l ,  t h e  ones t h a t  I remember t h e  most--a l o t  o f  
t i m e s ,  you know--I d o n ' t  know. Then two s t a n d  o u t  t h e  most 
i n  my mind, maybe n o t  i n  everybody e l s e ' s ,  because I remember 
when w e  were on t h e  s a l t .  W e  w e r e  upon t h e  causeway g e t t i n g  
s a l t  f o r  about  7 days ,  and it w a s  p r e t t y  s i c k e n i n g ,  you 
know, and Colonel  ADKINS, we w a s n ' t  under Colonel  BARKER t hen ,  
and t h e r e  w a s n ' t  no s e c u r i t y .  I t  was j u s t  g e t  t h e  s a l t .  There  
wasn ' t  much s e c u r i t y ,  and they  walked i n  on us and s h o t  a  
couple  of guys,  you know, j u s t  s h o t  them and g o t  away. W e  
f i r e d  a few s h o t s  b u t  t h a t  w a s  it. The n e x t  day Capta in  
MICHLES s e n t  t h e  1st P la toon  back a c r o s s ,  and a l o t  o f  guys 
knew t h e y  mined it t h a t  n i g h t .  I hea rd  some guys say ing  
they were guard ing  t h e  causeway. They s a i d  t h e y  seen  
movement and asked t o  f i r e ,  b u t  he  wouldn ' t  l e t  nobody f i r e  
o r  c a l l  i n  a r t i l l e r y ,  and they  mined it. L ike ,  when we f i r s t  
walked a c r o s s  t h e  causeway, t hey  had t h i s  s t i c k  s t i c k i n g  up,  
and they  had a l i t t l e  l e a f l e t  on it, you know, "Your s ta tesmen 
w i l l  b e  p r o t e c t e d , "  and a l l  of  t h i s  o t h e r  r o t .  They had a 
l o t  o f  l e a f l e t s  l a y i n g  around,  and w e  g o t  i n  t h e r e  and t h i s  
guy--the n i g h t  b e f o r e  s l e p t  w i t h  us j u s t  one n i g h t .  H e  set  
o f f  a mine by a t ree,  and he  g o t  blown up,  and t h e n  a couple  
of  o t h e r  mines went o f f .  W e  l o s t  a l o t  of  guys.  W e  were 
real  s h o r t  of men. 
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Q What were you doing? Securing t h e  Vietnamese 
s a l t ?  

A .  W e  were t ak ing  it. We were t ak ing  a l l  t h e  s a l t .  
I t  was r i g h t  along t h e r e .  

Q. I th ink  I understand why t h a t  o t h e r  opera t ion  
s tood o u t  i n  your mind. Why does t h i s  one s t and  i n  your 
mind? 

A. I d o n ' t  know. I t  seems l i k e  t h e  two run t o g e t h e r  
f o r  some reason. I g e t  them two confused. I c a n ' t  t h i n k ,  
s t r a i g h t  as t o  what happened. 

Q B Company took 16 c a s u a l t i e s  f o r  t h a t  4-day per iod .  

A ,  How many from t h e  1st Platoon was t h e r e ,  do you 
know? There was q u i t e  a few. 

Q. I d o n ' t  know. I d o n ' t  have it broken down by
platoon.  Does t h e  number of c a s u a l t i e s ,  does t h i s - - i s  t h a t  
p a r t  of i t ?  

A.  You know, everybody was worked up. You were a f r a i d  
t o  t ake  a s t e p  because a mine would go o f f .  I d o n ' t  know, them 
two j u s t  confused me s o  bad because everytime you would hear  
a boom you would squa t  down o r  l a y  down. 

Q Was t h e r e  any change i n  t h e  procedures of t a c t i c a l  
ope ra t ions  i n  B Company a f t e r  t h i s  opera t ion?  Did you go on 
bus iness  a s  usual  a f t e r  you g o t  i n t o  your r e g u l a r  AO, search  
and c l e a r .  

A .  We d i d n ' t - - I  d o n ' t  know. There might have been z 
few ins tances  where w e  blew up something, b u t  noth ing  l i k e  
t h a t  one mission. 

Q. Were most of them platoon-sized o r  company-sized 
missions a f t e r  t h a t ?  

A. You mean when w e  operated o f f  t h e  f i r e  base? 

Q. Yes. There and l a t e r ,  before  you went t o  t h e  
h o s p i t a l  i n  J u l y .  
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A. A l o t  of t imes,  j u s t  a squad would go o u t ,  o r  a 
p la toon,  and look around t h e  f i r e  base and come back t h e  
next  day. A t  n i g h t  they would send ou t  ambushes--they c a l l  
them ambushes. Sometimes t h e  company would go. 

Q .  There wasn ' t  any b a s i c  d i f f e r e n c e  though? 

A. No. 

Q From what I understand, before  t h i s  opera t ion
and a f t e r  t h i s  opera t ion ,  it was about t h e  same. Were you 
ever  given any i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  change procedures ,  l i k e  any 
a d d i t i o n a l  r e s t r a i n t s  o r  c o n t r o l s ,  o r  were t h e r e  any 
i n s t r u c t i o n s  given about burning o r  anything l i k e  t h i s  
that changed t h e  opera t ion  from what it was before  t h i s ?  

A. WelJ, we weren ' t  supposed t o  go i n  and burn 
everything l i k e  we d id  t h a t  one v i l l a g e .  There wasn ' t  any 
more search and des t roy  a f t e r  t h a t .  

52. Was t h i s  t h e  only search and des t roy  mission,  do 
you r e c a l l ?  Were t h e r e  any o the r s? '  

A .  T h a t ' s  t h e  only one I r e a l l y  r e c a l l ,  because t h a t ' s  
when everyth ing  happened, you know. 

8. Well, it seems t o  me t h e  term search and des t roy  
is recognized much more c l e a r l y  i n  B Company than  it i s  in -c  . 
Company. It  must have been a f a i r l y  common term around. 
Search and c l e a r  and search  and des t roy .  

A.  . Well, a  search and c l e a r  i s  used when you search 
and c l e a r  it. When they s a i d  search  and des t roy ,  we went 
i n  and searched and destroyed it. 

Q . D o  you have any i d e a ,  o r  do you know, o r  have you 
heard of any inqu i ry  o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  being made on any 
p a r t  of t h i s  opera t ion  p r i o r  t o  your depar ture  from Vietnam? 

A. I heard something one time about t h a t  they  were 
i n v e s t i g a t i n g .  I d o n ' t  know i f  they  were t a l k i n g  about 
My Lai ( 4 )  o r  what it was. I t  seemed l i k e  it was, t h a t  t h e r e  
was going t o  be an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  on what we d i d  down t h e r e  and 
stuff. But no more was ever  s a i d ,  nobody ever  s a i d  anything 
t o  m e  u n t i l  a l l  of t h i s  s t a r t e d .  
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Q. Where d id  you hea r  t h i s ?  

A. J u s t  from o t h e r  guys. 

Q. Back a t  t h e  f i r e  base o r  a f t e r  you w e r e  o u t  of 
Colonel BARKER'S c o n t r o l  and i n  Colonel A D K I N ' s  o r  when was i t ?  

A. I c a n ' t  say f o r  s u r e  whether it was o u t  of h i s  
c o n t r o l  o r  no t .  

Q. Do you know who t o l d  you t h i s ?  

N o .  I t  was j u s t  hearsay.A. 

Q What was t h e  n a t u r e  of what you heard? That  t h e r e  
was going' t o  be an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o r  t h e r e  had been? 

A. That t h e r e  was going t o  be one on t h a t  mission we 
had. 

Q. Did you ever  know anyone o r  hear  of anyone who 
was quest ioned concerning t h i s  inves t iga t ion- - I  mean t h i s  
opera t ion?  

A. NO. 

Q. Did you ever  use a camera on opera t ions?  

A. Y e s .  

Q Did you t ake  any photographs on t h i s  opera t ion?  

A. Yes. 

Q .  Do you have any reason f o r  no t  wanting us t o  use 
those  photographs? 

A .  I d o n ' t  even have them developed. 

Q We711 t a k e  care of t h a t .  

A. I d o n ' t  know where t h e y ' r e  a t  now. I n  t h e  mixup 
when I went t o  t h e  h o s p i t a l ,  a l o t  of my f i l m  go t  l o s t  and 
a l l  of it g o t  wet. I ' v e  g o t ,  I t h i n k ,  a couple of r o l l s .  I 
d o n ' t  know what ' s  on them. They might be j u s t  us guys. I 
d o n ' t  know i f  I can even 
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f i n d  them anymore, because everything was so  jumbled up. 

Q The type  of photography we would be i n t e r e s t e d  
i n  i s  photographs t h a t  might have been taken on t h i s  
opera t ion  i n  t h i s  a rea .  Anything from t e r r a i n  s h o t s ,  t o  
t h e  South China Sea, t o  any of those v i l l a g e s ,  t o  t h a t  f i n g e r  
of land o u t  t h e r e ,  o r  anything of t h i s  type ,  o r  t h e  l a a g e r  
a reas .  

A .  I had my--the one t h a t  I took--I d o n ' t  know whether 
I took any down t h e r e .  Mostly o t h e r  v i l l a g e s ,  t h e  houses 
and s t u f f  l i k e  t h i s .  Guys s i t t i n g  around and s t u f f  l i k e  
t h a t .  

Q Well, t h i s  would be of i n t e r e s t  t o  us .  

A .  I d o n ' t  know i f  I go t  any of t h a t  o r  no t .  I d o n ' t  
t h i n k  I do. I th ink  my camera might have been ru ined  by t h e  
sand, because t h e  sand ru ined  everything.  I t  would g e t  i n  
and t e a r  everyth ing  up. I d o n ' t  even t h i n k  I had it then.  
I c a n ' t  say f o r  s u r e  i f  I have any o r  not .  

MR WALSH: Do you have some undeveloped r o l l s ?  

A .  I g o t  them, I t h i n k ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  know where 
t h e y ' r e  a t .  I have t o  d i g  them up o r  something i f  I can even 
f i n d  them. I d o n v t  know even i f  t h e y ' r e  any good because 
it was wet and s t u f f .  

Q. I f  w e  pay t o  have them developed, would you send 
them t o  us? 

A.  I ' l l  g ive  them t o  you i f  I can f i n d  them. I d o n ' t  
know i f  I can f i n d  them. 

Q Well, you never can t e l l ,  and it might be h e l p f u l .  

COL WILSON: Suppose we g ive  you a r i n g  i n  a couple of days.  
When a r e  you going back, tomorrow? 

A.  I ' m  hoping t o  go back t o n i g h t .  

Q Well, tomorrow's Saturday. How about i f  we 
c a l l  you Monday o r  Tuesday and s e e  i f  you have loca ted  them? 
I f  you have, we could send somebody up t h e r e  t o  g e t  them from 
you o r  make some arrangements f o r  you t o  mail  them. 
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A. I could go home and you could c a l l  and my s t ep -
f a t h e r  could t e l l  you i f  I could f i n d  them o r  what. I c o u l d n ' t  
be t h e r e  because I switch back and f o r t h  from time t o  time 
because I work i n  Wabash. 

Q Well, would you leave  your message wi th  your 
s t e p f a t h e r  then? 

A. Yes, i f  you c a l l ,  1'11 s e e  i f  I can f i n d  them. 
I '11 look f o r  them. 

Q We w i l l  c a l l  Monday then.  

A. You b e t t e r  make it a f t e r  5 o 'c lock  because he 
won' t  be t h e r e .  

MR WALSH: I f  you ' re  i n  doubt a s  t o  whether a p a r t i c u l a r  
r o l l  may have been taken a t  t h i s  t ime,  send them anyway. 
W e ' l l  pay t o  have them developed and send you back t h e  
negat ives .  

COL WILSON:  We would want t o  know where they were taken.  
I th ink ,  i f  h e ' s  go t  them, it might be a good idea  t o  
have somebody go up t h e r e  and g e t  them developed and ask 
ques t ions  o r  g e t  t h e m  and b r ing  them back and ask ques t ions .  
W e  wouldn't  know where they were unless  you t o l d  us. 

MR WALSH: Be wouldn ' t  know where they were u n t i l  he saw 
them. I t  probably would be a good i d e a  t o  g e t  them developed 
and t a l k  t o  him. Maybe you could po in t  o u t  i f  they were 
taken on a d i f f e r e n t  opera t ion .  

A. The th ing  i s ,  I d o n ' t  know whether I can f i n d  
them o r  not .  I was i n  Ja2an. The f o l d e r s  and I think--I  
know I had some i n  my rucksack. I can look. 

COL WILSON: We can c a l l  your s t e p f a t h e r  Monday a f t e r  
5 o 'c lock  and s e e  i f  you turned up anything. Does t h a t  
g ive  you enough time t o  look o r  should we make it l a t e r  
i n  t h e  week? 

A ,  I won't be home anyway, 

Q. What about t a p e  recordings o r  anything l i k e  t h a t ,  
t h a t  might he lp  f i x  t h e  time and t h e  d a t e  of what occurred,  
l e t t e r s  o r  anything l i k e  t h i s  t h a t  might have information i n  
them concerning t h i s  opera t ion?  
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A. I d o n ' t  have any. 

Q- Did you ever  hear  any rumors before  you 
l e f t  Vietnam t h a t  elements of Task Force Barker,  I ' m  n o t  j u s t  
t a l k i n g  about C Company o r  B Company o r  A Company, I ' m  
t a l k i n g  about Task Force Barker,  t h a t  elements of Task Force 
Barker unnecessar i ly  k i l l e d  c i v i l i a n  noncombatants? 

A. No. 

Q You never d i d  hear  anything l i k e  t h a t  going on? 
Were you ever  very c lose  t o  C/1/20? Did your people mingle 
much between B and C company, o r  d i d  you s t a y  more o r  l e s s  as 
a group? 

A. One time C Company come up on Uptight .  They were 
moving somewhere. I seen one of my o l d  buddies.  T h a t ' s  t h e  
only time. 

Q. id you have a f r i e n d  i n  C Company? 

A .  Y e s .  

Q. Who w a s  t h a t ?  

A .  Rick NERIA.  I th ink  he was i n  C Company. He 
might only have been a t t ached ,  because t h i s  was a long t ime 
ago. That i s  why I c a n ' t  say f o r  s u r e .  I know he s a i d  some-
t h i n g  t h a t  they had some p r e t t y  rough missions.  

Q Did he mention t h i s  one? 

A. No, t h i s  was way before  t h a t .  

Q. Before t h i s  opera t ion?  

A .  Before. 

Q - You d i d  hear  any rumors t o  t h i s  e f f e c t ?  S c u t t l e -
b u t t  going around on t h i s  s u b j e c t ?  

A. You know, we t a l k e d  a l i t t l e  b i t .  They d i d n ' t  
even s t a y  t h e  n i g h t .  They was going t o  g e t  water .  We t a l k e d  
f o r  a l i t t l e  while.  When we l e f t  they  w a s  t ak ing  over t h e  
h i l l  o r  something. I t  was something l i k e  t h a t  you know. I 
j u s t  t a l k e d  t o  them a few minutes,  b u t  t h i s  was before  t h i s  
ever  occurred. 
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Q Were you ever  t o l d  by anyone i n  a u t h o r i t y ,  s e n i o r  
t o  you, n o t  t o  d i scuss  t h i s  opera t ion  while  you were i n  
Vietnam? I ' m  t a l k i n g  about while  you were i n  B Company. 
Anybody ever  t e l l  you no t  t o  t a l k  about i t ?  

A. I w a s  never t o l d  pe r sona l ly ,  b u t  I heard something 
on t h a t  comment be fo re ,  something l i k e  t h a t ,  b u t  I was never 
t o l d  pe r sona l ly  n o t  t o  d i scuss  it. 

Q. What d i d  you hear?  

A. Be q u i e t ,  d o n ' t  say anything about it. Keep your 
mouth shu t .  I t  might have been Lieutenant  WILLINGHAM saying  
t h a t .  I d o n ' t  know f o r  s u r e .  

a .  J u s t  keep your mouth s h u t  about t h i s  opera t ion?  

A. Vaguely, i t ' s  j u s t  hearsay. 

Q Nobody t o l d  you d i r e c t l y ?  

A. Not d i r e c t ,  no. 

Q .  No squad l e a d e r ,  p la toon l e a d e r ,  p la toon se rgean t ,  
company commander? 

(Witness shakes head i n  negat ive . )  

Was marijuana p r e t t y  easy t o  g e t  over  t h e r e ?  

A. Pardon? 

Q. Was marijuana p r e t t y  easy t o  g e t  over  t h e r e ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q Was it used much i n  B Company? 

A .  I c a n ' t  say.  I d o n ' t  pay any a t t e n t i o n  t o  what 
everybody does. 

Q. We're p r imar i ly  i n t e r e s t e d  a s  t o  whether o r  n o t  i t  
was used on opera t ions?  
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A. I never saw it used. 

Q I kind of go t  t h e  impression when you were t a l k i n g  
about t h i s  h i l l ,  you s a i d  you wanted--I th ink  it was 
Lieutenant  WILLINGHAM t o l d  you t o  s i t  down and be q u i e t  
o r  words t o  t h a t  e f fec t - -

A. ( In te rpos ing)  Well, you know he--

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  You wanted t o  go up on t h e  h i l l  
and h e l p  o u t .  I kind of go t  t h e  impression t h a t  t h e  he lp  you 
wanted t o  adminis te r  wasn't.  exac t ly  medicinal.  

A.  Well. .. 
Q. Let  me ask you t h i s .  Did you f e e l  t h a t  whatever 
w a s  going on on t o p  of t h a t  h i l l  was an enemy a c t i v i t y ?  

A. I ' l l  put  it t h i s  way. I f i r s t  g o t  t o  Vietnam, I 
d i d n ' t  want t o  h u r t  nobody and I d i d n ' t  want t o  s e e  nobody t o  
g e t  h u r t .  I wanted t o  go t h e r e  and spend my t ime and come back, 
b u t  I seen t i m e  and time again where t h e  people over t h e r e  
w a s  h u r t i n g  us.  The k ids - - jus t  l i k e  when I s a i d  on t h e  s a l t .  
The k ids  was he lp ing  us  move t h a t  s a l t  and we was g iv ing  them 
c i g a r e t t e s  and s t u f f  l i k e  t h a t  t o  he lp  us t o  move it. Okay, 
"mama-san" comes down and s t a r t s  screaming, and a l l  t h e  k ids  
l eave  and then  w e  g e t  sho t .  So I d i d n ' t  have no f e e l i n g s  f o r  
them a t  all--none. I d i d n ' t  c a r e  about them, nothing. They 
wasn ' t  he lp ing  us.  They wasn ' t  t r y i n g  t o  h e l p  us.  They was 
working a g a i n s t  us ,  i f  anything. T h a t ' s  t h e  way I f e e l ,  be-
cause l i k e  I say ,  "mama-sann--when she come down and warned 
t h e  k i d s ,  they could have warned us too  of what ' s  going on 
t h a t  mission and missions before .  They l e t  you walk i n t o  
anything.  Like o f f  of Uptight  when we got  pinned down 
t h e r e  and Speedy and a l l  them guys, I c a n ' t  remember who 
t h e  p la toon se rgean t  w a s ,  b u t  he go t  k i l l e d ,  a couple of guys 
g o t  wounded and GONZALEZ, I th ink  he l o s t  a l e g ,  an eye,  o r  
something. But they could have warned us be fo re  they went 
down t h e r e ,  b u t  no one ever t r i e d  t o  he lp  us. I mean t h e  
people,  they  was a g a i n s t  us ,  and e s p e c i a l l y  i n  My Lai .  These 
people were a l l  a g a i n s t  us. 

Q. Now, t h i s  i s  what I am t r y i n g  t o  understand i n  my 
mind. Were you t a l k i n g  about t h i s  a r e a ,  o r  were you t a l k i n g  
about  t h e  Batangan Peninsula ,  o r  were you t a l k i n g  about 
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Vietnamese i n  genera l ,  o r  who a r e  you t a l k i n g  about? 

A. I ' m  t a l k i n g  about i n  genera l ,  a l l  of them, t h e  
way I f e e l ,  none of them. I d o n ' t  have any mercy f o r  any of 
them except now, l i k e  t h e  i n t e r p r e t e r  and s t u f f .  Now, he was 
he lp ing  us ,  you know. He t r i e d  t o  he lp ,  and t h e r e ' s  a f e w  
Vietnamese t h a t  come up, l i k e  young guys, and t r y  t o  h e l p  us.  
W e  t r e a t e d  them f i n e ,  and t h i s  was t h e  only i n c i d e n t  t h a t  t h i s  
happened. 

Q.  You mean t h i s  type  f i r i n g ?  

A. Yeah. Nothing ever  happened l i k e  t h a t  be fo re ,  
b u t  they t o l d  what it was gonna be.  The order  was t h a t  it 
was search and des t roy .  

Q Well, I kind of go t  t h e  impression t h a t  t h i s  
mission meant t o  go back and g e t  somebody t h a t  had been 
respons ib le  f o r  t h e  deaths  by booby t r a p s  and mines, from t h e  
way t h a t  b r i e f i n g  was given. Is t h a t  tuue? 

A. I d o n ' t  know about t h a t ,  b u t  they must 've  thought 
t h e  a r e a  was Communist, because j e t s  come i n  t h e r e  and they  
bombed and s h o t  a r t i l l e r y  i n  t h e r e ,  and then they  send us i n  
t h e r e  t o  f i n i s h  it up. So they must have thought t h a t  o r  they 
wouldn ' t  have dropped t h e  l e a f l e t s  and t o l d  t h e m  t o  g e t  o u t  and 
t o l d  us t o  go i n  t h e r e  and search  and des t roy .  T h a t ' s  what 
t h e  o rde r s  were. 

Q .  Well, d i d  y o u , f e e l  t h a t  t h e r e  was a g r e a t  d e a l  of 
vengeance i n  t h e  minds of--

A .  Yes. 

Q O f  B Company when they went i n  the re?  

A. Yes, a l o t  of vengeance. 

Q I d o n ' t  suppose t h a t  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  of TAYLOR and 
MILUS--

A. I t  d i d n s t  he lp  mat ters .  

Q Help t h e  s i t u a t i o n .  

A .  That was a f t e r  it happened. 

Q .  Yes, t h a t ' s  t r u e .  
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A. That d i d n ' t  he lp  ma t t e r s  any. That made th ings  
worse, because,  I mean, it never happened l i k e  t h a t  again--I 
d o n ' t  know. You a r e  j u s t  o u t  t h e r e  day a f t e r  day walking 
and s tepping  on mines and never s e e  nothing. I t  kind of 
g e t s  t o  you a f t e r  a while .  Maybe we f igured  maybe t h i s  i s  our  
chance t o  g e t  back a t  P i n k v i l l e .  Let them,know it f e e l s  t o  
g e t  h u r t  a l i t t l e  b i t .  That w a s  t h e  order .  

MR WALSH: I ' d  j u s t  l i k e  an opinion about something. I n  
your opin ion ,  t h a t  th ing  t h a t  happened t h e  f i r s t  day, was t h a t  
j u s t  something where t h e  p la toon j u s t  kind of went out  of 
c o n t r o l ,  o r  was t h a t  something t h a t  they were j u s t  following 
o rde r s  from t h e  p la toon leader?  

A. W e l l ,  I d o n ' t  know i f  you can say it was o u t  of 
c o n t r o l  o r  no t .  

Q- Well, was t h e  platoon l e a d e r  t r y i n g  t o  s t o p  t h e  
people from f i r i n g  a t  t h e  people on t h e  h i l l ,  o r  was he 
d i r e c t i n g  them t o  do it o r  what? 

A .  I d i d n ' t  s ee  nobody wave t o  me o r  anybody e l s e ,  
and I was i n  t h e  back. The guys o u t  f ront - - the  l i e u t e n a n t ,  
h e  had t o  g ive  t h e  word c a l l i n g  f o r  t h e  ammo and t h e  TNT. 
H e  had t o  g ive  t h e  word, s o  he must n o t  have been r e j e c t i n g  
it t o o  much. 

Q m  You d o n ' t  have any impression t h a t  he was r e a l  
angry a t  everybody a f t e r  t h a t  f i r s t  day, do you? 

A. No, I wouldn't  say he was angry wi th  them. 
Maybe he was, b u t  he d i d n ' t  show he was angry. 

Q. A s  f a r  a s  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  you'd received a t  t h e  
b r i e f i n g ,  of search  and des t roy  and everything would be VC 
i n  t h e r e ,  d i d  it seem l i k e  t o  you l i k e  everybody was doing 
what they  should be doing? 

A.  Y e s ,  because t h a t ' s  t h e  o rde r s  t h a t  we g o t ,  it 
was VC. 

a - On t h e  morning of t h e  19th  do you remember seeing 
o r  hea r ing  about some de ta inees  being t o r t u r e d  by t h e  ARVN 
i n t e r p r e t e r s  i n  t h e  l aager  a rea?  

A .  Yeah. . 
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Q.  Did you s e e  i t ?  

A. Yeah. 

Q - What were they doing t o  him? 
i,f 

A. Well, one w a s  t ak ing  a  k n i f e  and h i t t i n g  h i s  
hands and s t u f f ,  you know, and he c u t  him, nothing r e a l  deep, 
and then  h e  p u t  s a l t  i n  them. 

Q Who was doing t h e  c u t t i n g ?  Was it an ARVN, o r  w a s  
it--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  he American i n t e r p r e t e r  w a s  s lap-
ping him wi th  a  k n i f e  when I saw them. 

Q Was he a b i g  capta in?  

A. I d o n ' t  know what t h e  rank was. 

Q Was he an o f f i c e r  o r  an e n l i s t e d  man? 

A .  I d o n ' t  know, because I d i d n ' t  s e e  any rank. 

Q • What kind of a  k n i f e  d id  he have? A b i g  one? 

A. I t  w a s  a hunt ing k n i f e ,  and then  I heard one of 
t h e  Vietnamese i n t e r r o g a t o r s  t i e d  TA-1 t o  one and g ive  him 
a few j o l t s .  

Q Where d id  he t i e  i t ?  

A. Around h i s  bag. 

Q A f i e l d  telephone? 

A. Yeah. 

Q And g ive  it a few cranks? 

A. Yeah, I guess  t h a t "  what they c a l l e d  it. I d i d n ' t  
s e e  it, b u t  I heard he s h i t  i n  h i s  pants .  
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Q. Did you hea r  anyth ing  about  t h e  i n t e r p r e t e r s  k ick-  

i n g  o r  b e a t i n g  up t h e  people  t hey  were i n t e r r o g a t i n g ?  


A. I know they  WAS g e t t i n g  p r e t t y  rough ~ i t h  them, 

because,  I mean, I walked o v e r  t h e r e  and I seen  it. He w a s  

smacking h i s  hands and s t u f f .  T h a t ' s  a l l  I seen  on t h a t .  

F ina l ly - - these  guys was supposed t o  l e a d  us a t  something. 

I g e t  them mixed up, b u t  I know one of them g o t  away from 

us .  H e  was o u t  i n  f r o n t  of u s ,  and one of them g o t  away. That  

w a s  t h i s  same mis s ion ,  because we had t h r e e  o r  f o u r  guys. 

Two of  them looked l i k e  t hey  were p r e t t y  young, and one 

o f  them g o t  away; he  run.  


Q. Did anyone g e t  s h o t  t h e r e ?  

A. No, h e  g o t  away. They t r i e d  t o  s h o o t  him, b u t  he  
g o t  away. 

Q- Do you remember when you w e r e  moving up on t h e  
t h i r d  day,  moving up t o  t h e  a r e a  where you rounded people  up? 
You remember g e t t i n g  an o r d e r  t o  s t o p  burn ing  hootches?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember. 

Q. W e l l ,  when you were up i n  t h e  a r e a  t o  t h e  n o r t h  on 
t h e  1 8 t h ,  w e r e  any hootches  burned t h a t  day? 

A .  I d o n ' t  remember. 

COL WILSON: W e l l ,  l e t  m e  ask  you t h i s .  Have you seen o r  d i d  
you see on t h i s  opera t ion- - I 'm n o t  t a l k i n g  about  t h e  a c t i v i t y  
on t h e  h i l l - - I  would l i k e  t o  know, from t h e  t i m e  your u n i t  r e -
ce ived  f i r e  down t h e r e ,  u n t i l  t h i s  a c t i v i t y  went on t h i s  h i l l ,  
what was t h e  t i m e  pe r iod  between t h e  t ime you r ece ived  f i r e  
from an  enemy f o r c e  u n t i l  t h i s  a c t i v i t y  where a l l  t h i s  f i r i n g  
was going on up t h e r e  on t h e  h i l l  from o u r  f o r c e s ?  What was 
t h e  t ime e lement  i n  t h e r e ?  

A. Like when w e  went a c r o s s  t h e  b r i d g e  and set  up? 

Q. Y e s .  

A.  F i v e  o r  t e n  minutes .  

Q. Was t h i s  enemy f i r e  coming from t h a t  h i l l ,  o r  w a s  
it coming from ano the r  a r e a ?  
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A. I never s a i d  it was any enemy f i r e .  A l l  I would 
say ,  t h e r e  was a l o t  of shoot ing  going on up i n  f r o n t  of \  us.  

Q .  T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  You never d i d  say t h a t  t h e r e  was 
enemy f i r e ,  t h a t ' s  c o r r e c t .  A l l  r i g h t ,  these  gunships t h a t  
were c a l l e d  i n ,  was t h i s  during t h e  same time per iod?  

A. Well, t h a t  was t h e  next  morning. 

Q A l l  r i g h t ,  t h i s  is  a d i f f e r e n t  s i t u a t i o n .  The 
f i r i n g  t h a t  went on on t h e  h i l l  i n  t h i s  v i l l a g e ,  do you r e c a l l  
approximately t h e  range,  from t h e  t roops  t h a t  were f i r i n g  t o  
t h a t  h i l l ?  How f a r  was i t ?  

A. I t  wasn ' t  very f a r .  I ' d  say 75 meters o r  something 
l i k e  t h a t ,  100, somewhere i n  t h e r e .  I t  wasn ' t  very f a r .  W e  
was a t  t h e  bottom, and they was a t  t h e  t o p ,  and it wasn ' t  a very 
b i g  h i l l .  

Q.  Did you ever  see  o r  was t h e r e  ever a s i t u a t i o n  
where people were rounded up and shot?  

A. No, I never seen anybody rounded up and sho t .  

Q I n  any of t h e s e  v i l l a g e s  t h a t  you went down through,
d i d  anybody ever  ga the r  up v i l l a g e r s  and execute  them? 

A. No. 

Q. Did you s e e  anybody executed during t h i s  opera t ion?  

A. No, 

Q Did you hear  of any rapes during t h i s  opera t ion?  

A. No. 

Q What about t o r t u r e s ,  a s i d e  from t h i s  one up here  
i n  t h e  nor th?  

A. Maybe a guy'd s l a p  a guy, b u t  nothing,  no t o r t u r e .  
I mean, you know, j u s t  have him t h e r e ;  j u s t  keep working on him 
a l l  t h e  time l i k e  they was, no. Tempers g e t  very--well, they 
go o f f ,  e s p e c i a l l y  a f t e r  TAYLOR and then MILUS. I mean, j u s t  
l i k e  LIAS;  MILUS meant a l o t  t o  h i m ,  and when he g o t  it, every-
body was p r e t t y  we l l  shook up. 

Q You're t a l k i n g  about L I A S ' s  r e a c t i o n  t o  M I L U S ' s  
dea th?  
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A .  Yeah. 

Q And h i s  t reatment  of t h e  VC suspect?  

A' Y e s ,  when he b e a t  him around with t h e  weapon. 

MR WALSH: H e  h u r t  him p r e t t y  bad? 

A. H e  was walking. 

Q. Did people have t o  p u l l  L I A S  o f f  of him? 

A. Yeah. 

COL WILSON: Was t h i s  man evacuated, do you know? T h i s  man 
t h a t  LIAS b e a t  up? 

e 

No, he wasn ' t  h u r t  t h a t  bad. 

Q I mean was he evacuated t o  a PW c o l i e c t i n g  po in t?  

A. I imagine he was, b u t  LIAS wasn ' t  t h e  only one t h a t  
smacked him around. ' ~ i g h ti n s i d e  t h e  per imeter  t h e r e ,  t h i s  
co lonel  o r  somebody came i n  and some of t h e  guys was smacking 
him around r i g h t  t h e r e .  

Q- Who w a s  t h a t ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know who it was. I c a n ' t  remember. 

Q- Where d id  he come from? 

A. Who? 

Q- You mentioned t h e  colonel .  

A.  H e  had f lew i n  on a chopper. H e  come i n ,  you 
know, some of t h e  guys were working a few of t h e s e  guys over ,  
you know, smacking them around. Then i n t e r r o g a t i n g  o f f i c e r s  
came i n .  Maybe he was t h e  i n t e r r o g a t i n g  o f f i c e r ,  b u t  nothing 
was s a i d .  

Q. This  i n t e r r o g a t i n g  o f f i c e r  t h a t  you a r e  t a l k i n g  
about, d i d  he come i n  on a h e l i c o p t e r  and i n t e r r o g a t e  some 
p r i soners?  Did you s e e  him i n t e r r o g a t e  anybody? 

A.  " Well, I s a i d  he was smacking t h e  hand--
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Q ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )  Who i s  t h i s ,  t h i s  same one? . 
8 

A .  Yes, b u t  t h i s  guy, he j u s t  come i n ,  s tood  around 
a while and l e f t .  

Q Who? 

A. This  guy on t h i s  chopper come i n ,  t h i s  co lonel .  I 
d o n ' t  know, I ' m  no t  even su re  of h i s  rank. He j u s t  come i n  
and he was gone. 

Q. And he observed t h e s e  a c t i v i t i e s ?  

A .  He seen them; he had t o .  

MR WALSH: You d o n ' t  remember i f  he was a b i r d  co lone l  o r  a 
l i e u t e n a n t  co lonel?  

A. I can' t--he might have been a cap ta in .  I ' m  no t  
s u r e ,  b u t  I th ink  he w a s  co lonel  though. 

Why do you t h i n k  t h a t ?  

A. Because you d o n ' t  s ee  cap ta ins  f l y i n g  i n  j u s t  over  
t h a t ,  and whenever something happens t h e  colonel  f l i e s  i n  on 
something l i k e  t h a t ,  you know, and see  how everyth ing  is  and 
s t u f f ,  because our  company commander was a l ready t h e r e .  

Q Then you th ink  h e ' s  a co lonel  because when he 
f lew i n  Captain MICHLES went up t o  him'and he found ou t  how 
th ings  were and then he climbed back i n  t h e  chopper and went 
o f f  again? 
B 
A. 'Yes. 

LTC NOLL: Was t h i s  t h e  morning a f t e r  t h e  mortar a t t a c k ?  

A. Yes. 

MR WALSH: And he saw the--

A .  ( In te rpos ing)  He d i d n ' t  s e e  t h e  i n t e r r o g a t o r s .  

Q He d i d n ' t  s e e  t h e  i n t e r r o g a t o r s  wi th  t h e  kn i fe?  

A .  No, he seen maybe some of t h e  guys, you know, bop-
ping them on t h e  head. Well, p u l l i n g  t h e i r  arms up f o r  a long 
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t ime, a long period.  You know, j u s t  make them hold them 
up t h e r e ,  j u s t  s e e  how long they hold them up t h e r e ,  o r  put  
a s tone  i n  t h e i r  hand and s e e  how long they hold them up 
t h e r e ,  make them hold it up. 

Q This  w a s  j u s t  some--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  Harassment. 

Q- Harassment. 

A.  T h a t ' s  what I c a l l  it. I t  wasn ' t  t o r t u r e ;  c a n ' t  
say it was r e a l l y  t o r t u r e .  The i n t e r r o g a t o r  d i d  t h a t .  

Q A l i t t l e  company .punishment f o r  f i r i n g  t h a t  
mortar? 

A .  We'd l i k e  t o  d i d  more than  t h a t .  

Q. I be l i eve  it. 

LTC NOLL: When d i d  you jo in  B Company? 

A. I n  Hawaii, a f t e r  AIT .  

MR WALSH: I ' d  l i k e  t o  j u s t  ask you a couple ques t ions  more 
about t h i s  i n t e r r o g a t o r  t h a t  w a s  c u t t i n g  t h e  backs of t h e  
hands. Was it t h e  back of t h e  hand t h a t  he was c u t t i n g ?  

A .  Yeah. 

Q. Then he pu t  s a l t  i n  i t ?  

A .  Yes, he took them down t o  t h e  ocean and put  s a l t  
on it. It was r i g h t  here  down by t h e  c o a s t .  

Q. You d o n ' t  know what h i s  rank was? 

A. No. 

Q He was American though. 

Yeah. 

Q. Did he speak Vietnamese--

A .  ( In te rpos ing)  Yeah. 

e 
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O r  was he using an i n t e r p r e t e r ?  


He was speaking t o  them. 


You d o n ' t  remember i f  he came i n  on a chopper? 
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A. He wasn ' t  ou t  wi th  us  t h a t  n i g h t .  There was a l o t  
of choppers coming i n  because we had dead t h e r e  and s t u f f  we 
was t ak ing  ou t .  A l o t  of choppers coming and a l o t  leaving.  

Q Okay, t h a t ' s  a l l  I have. 

COL WILSON: Do you have any f u r t h e r  s t a t ements ,  any f u r t h e r  
testimony t h a t  might he lp  us r e b u i l d  t h i s  opera t ion  a s  t o  
what happened? 0 

A. T h a t ' s  a l l  I know. A l l  I can remember. 

MR WALSH: I wonder i f  you have discussed t h e  opera t ion  h e r e  
with anyone e l se  from t h e  company a f t e r  you came back from 
Vietnam. Anybody e l s e  who was t h e r e  t h a t  day. 

A. The f i r s t  t ime was t h i s  morning wi th  Rod. 

Q Rod who? 

A. H e  was i n  t h e  3d Platoon I t h i n k ,  and then a f t e r  t h a t  
he came over t o  our  p la toon,  a f t e r  he go t  busted.  

Q. Other than  t h a t ,  you haven ' t  d iscussed  t h e  opera-
t i o n  with anybody from t h e  company? 

A. We d i d n ' t  r e a l l y  d i scuss  it. We j u s t  t a lked  more 
about o l d  t imes.  Things t h a t  happened and s t u f f  l i k e  t h i s .  

COL WILSON: I reques t  t h a t  you no t  d i scuss  your testimony i n  
t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  with o t h e r s ,  inc luding  o t h e r  wi tnesses  who 
may appear before  t h e  board,  except  a s  you may be requ i red  t o  
do so  before  a competent j u d i c i a l ,  l e g i s l a t i v e ,  o r  admin i s t r a t ive  
body. I mean by t h a t ,  t h e r e  is  an Armed Services  subcommittee i n  
t h e  House t h a t  has a coinnittee which i s  i i~ves .k iga t ingt h i s .  
I t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  they may c a l l  people from B Company. I 
d o n ' t  know. This r eques t  t h a t  I have has no e f f e c t  on t h a t .  
You can t e s t i f y  before  them o r  before  a j u d i c i a l  body, b u t  d o n ' t  
d i scuss  t h i s  wi th  o t h e r  wi tnesses  t h a t  we may, c a l l ,  o r  wi th  
t h e  p ress  o r  t h e  p u b l i c ,  because it i s  a c o n f i d e n t i a l  mat te r .  
Do you have any ques t ions  on anything t h a t  we have gone over? 

A .  Something I wanted t o  ask.  Like when you go i n t o  
t h e  s e r v i c e ,  you ' re  taught t o  be q u i e t  about what you do, r i g h t ?  
T h a t ' s  what I was t augh t .  Things t h a t  you do o r  supposed 
t o  do--quiet. Why d i d  t h i s  a l l  come about? A l o t  of t h e s e  
guys can g e t  away--somebody s t a r t e d  a l l  of t h i s .  They weren ' t  
supposed t o  open t h e i r  mouth t o  begin wi th ,  r i g h t ?  

Q. No, t h a t ' s  n o t  t r u e .  I f  something i s  wrong, i f  
something i s  done wrong, t h e r e  a r e  procedures i n  t h e  m i l i t a r y  

(HOLMES) APP T-223 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


t o  c o r r e c t  t h i s .  There a r e  a l s o  procedures f o r  complaints,  
and anytime you s e e  something wrong, whether you ' re  i n  the 
m i l i t a r y  o r  n o t ,  even i n  c i v i l i a n  l i f e ,  i f  i t ' s  wrong, i t ' s  
wrong, and t h e r e  a r e  always ways of r e p o r t i n g  it. 

A.  Maybe y o u ' r e  t ak ing  it wrong. 

Q - Maybe I d i d n ' t  understand what you meant. 

A. No, some th ings  you should r e p o r t  i f  something 
i s  wrong, b u t  L mean l i k e  t h i s  mission. ~ a k n ' t  t h i s  a 
mission t h a t  was something t h a t  was supposed t o  be done, I 
mean, what w e  w a s  ordered t o  do? 

0. T h a t ' s  what we have go t  t o  f i n d  o u t .  I ' m  s u r e  
t h a t  t h e r e  were some th ings  t h a t  you were ordered  t o  do on 
t h i s  mission t h a t  you d i d  and you d i d  r i g h t .  There a r e  
o t h e r  t h i n g s  t h a t  were done on t h i s  mission t h a t  I'm s u r e  
nobody ever  pu t  any o rde r s  on. T h a t ' s  t h e  f i n e  l i n e  of 
d i f f e r e n c e  we ' re  t r y i n g  t o  determine. T h a t ' s  r e a l l y  t h e  
purpose of t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  t o  f i n d  o u t  whether anything 
l i k e  t h i s  w a s  r e a l l y  i n v e s t i g a t e d .  I d o n ' t  know i f  t h a t  
answers it o r  not .  

A .  Y e s ,  it did .  

COL WILSON: Well, thank you very much f o r  coming. 

The hear ing  w i l l  r ecess .  

(The hear ing  recessed a t  1625 hours ,  2 3  ' ~ a n u a r ~  
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS : HOOTON, Donald R. 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 17 February  1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: Murder of  ~ i e t n a m e s e  c i v i l i a n s .  

COUNSEL: R icha rd  W. TOMEO, CPT, J A G C ,  L i t i g a t i o n  D i v i s i o n ,  J A G 0  

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: P o i n t  Team, B/4/3. 

1. PRIOR TRAINING I N  THE RULES OF LAND WARFARE. 

HOCTON r e c e i v e d  no t r a i n i n g  i n  l e g a l  v e r s u s  i l l e g a l  
o r d e r s  (pg.  6 ) .  While t h e  w i t n e s s  had been  i s s u e d  t h e  
MACV c a r d  "Nine R u l e s " ,  h e  had neve r  s e e n  t h e  MACV c a r d  
"The Enemy i n  Your Hands" (pgs .  1 3 ,  1 4 )  . 
2 .  PREOPERATIONAL PLANS AND BRIEFINGS. 

Tney were informed t h a t  t h e y  were t o  s e a r c h  and c l e a r  
My Khe and d e s t r o y  a  bunker  complex i n  t h e  a r e a  (pg.  7 ) .  
They were g i v e n  t h e  v i l l a g e ' s  c o o r d i n a t e s  (pg.  8 ) .  While 
he  c o u l d  n o t  remember who b r i e f e d  him, h e  t h o u g h t  it was t h e  
squad  l e a d e r  (pg.  9 )  . S e r g e a n t  TITTLE was t h e  l e a d e r  o f  t h e  
p o i n t  team (pg.  9 ) .  The f i r s t  p l a t o o n  was g i v e n  t h e  m i s s i o n  
o f  d e s t r o y i n g  t h e  bunker  complex (pg.  1 0 ) .  They d i d  n o t  
r e c e i v e  any o r d e r s  t o  bu rn  o r  d e s t r o y  t h e  v i l l a g e  o r  k i l l  
t h e  l i v e s t o c k  (pgs .  1 0 ,  11). The u s u a l  p r o c e d u r e  was t o  p u t  
t h e  i n n m i t a n t s  i n  a c e n t r a l  l o c a t i o n  and s e a r c h  t h e  
hoo tches  (pg.  11). However, t h e y  were n o t  g i v e n  i n s t r u c t i o n s  
conce rn ing  t h e  d i s p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  f o r  t h i s  
o p e r a t i o n  (pg .  11). They e x p e c t e d  a l a r g e  enemy f o r c e  i n  
trle area, b u t  t h e y  did- n o t  know i t s  p r e c i s e  l o c a t i o n  (pgs .  11, 
12) . HOOTON d i d  n o t  remember b e i n g  t o l d  how long  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  
was t o  l a s t  (pg.  1 2 ) .  
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3. THE COMBAT ASSAULT. 

a. A c t i o n s  on t h e  1 6 t h .  

(1) A t  t h e  v i l l a g e .  
* 

The w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  t h e  approach  t o  t h e  
LZ, b u t  it took  a  h a l f  hou r  t o  g e t  t h e  company o r g a n i z e d  a f t e r  
i t  a r r i v e d  (pg.  1 5 ) .  The p l a t o o n  moved o u t  and h i t  Route 521 
i n  t h e  g e n e r a l  v i c i n i t y  of  a n  a r c h  (pg.  17 ) . While t h e y  
were moving t h e y  h e a r d  an e x p l o s i o n  and l a t e r  a dud g renade  
w a s  tnrown a t  t h e  p o i n t  team (pgs .  1 7 ,  1 9 ) .  However, t h e y  
d i d  n o t  r e c e i v e  any s m a l l  arms f i r e  p r i o r  t o  t h e  t i m e  t h e y  
c r o s s e d  t h e  b r i d g e  (pgs .  1 8 ,  1 9 )  . J u s t  b e f o r e  r e a c h i n g  t h e  
b r i d g e  t h e  weapons p l a t o o n  lobbed  a  few m o r t a r  rounds  a c r o s s  
it (pg.  1 9 )  . A t  t h i s  t i m e  t h e  p l a t o o n  was in formed t h a t  
L i e u t e n a n t  COCHRAN had d i e d  (pg.  1 9 ) .  A f t e r  t h e  m o r t a r  had 
f i n i s h e d  f i r i n g  t h e  m i s s i o n  was changed.  They r e c e i v e d  word 
from t h e  rear t o  d e s t r o y  t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg.  2 0 ) .  HOOTON d i d  n o t  
reca l l  t h e  whereabouts  o f  L i e u t e n a n t  WILLINGHAM a t  t h i s  t i m e  
(pg.  2 0 )  . MILUS' machinegun was se t  up t o  cove r  t h e  b r i d g e  

Dut i t  was n o t  f i r e d  ( p g s .  21 ,  23,  2 4 ) .  The p o i n t  team moved 
a c r o s s  t h e  b r i d g e  and checked t h e  o p p o s i t e  s i d e  f o r  mines 
(pg.  22) . A£t e r  tile rest o f  t h e  p l a t o o n  c r o s s e d  t h e  b r i d g e  
t h e y  began r e c e i v i n g  s n i p e r  f i r e  from t h e  bunker  complex 
(pgs .  22,  25) . They moved a l o n g  t h e  t r a i l  and  a  f i r e  f i g h t  
began (pg.  2 8 ) .  They threw TNT i n t o  one  of t h e  bunke r s  
from which t h e y  nad been  r e c e i v i n g  f i r e  and t h e  bunker  
c o l l a p s e d  (pgs .  28,  2 9 ) .  They c o n t i n u e d  r e c e i v i n g  f i r e  up  
t o  t h e  bend i n  t h e  t r a i l  ( p g . . 2 9 ) .  HOOTON d i d  n o t  know t h e  
l o c a t i o n  o f  t h e  machinegun a t  t h i s  t i m e  (pg.  2 9 ) .  ~ f t e ra 
w h i l e  t h e  f i r i n g  s topped  and WILLINGHAM o r d e r e d  a c e a s e  f i r e  
(pgs .  30,  3 1 ) .  They had been blowing up bunke r s  u n t i l  t h i s  
t i m e  and  a l l  t h e  bunke r s  i n  the v i l l a g e  were d e s t r o y e d  
(pgs .  30,  3 2 ) .  Demol i t i ons  were j u s t  thrown i n t o  t h e  bunke r s  
(yg.  3 5 ) .  H e  knew of no a t t e m p t  t o  y e t  p e o p l e  o u t  of t h e  

bunke r s  p r i o r  t o  t h e i r  b e i n g  d e s t r o y e d  (pg.  4 4 ) .  The 
noo tches  were made d s t r a w  and t h e  w i t n e s s  e s t i m a t e d  he  saw 
12 t o  18 such  hoo tches  (pg.  34) . The p l a t o o n  r e c e i v e d  s n i p e r  
f i r e  i n  t h e  a f t e r n o o n  (pgs .  37,  3 8 ) .  About 30 ~ i e t n a m e s e  
were g a t h e r e d  t o g e t h e r ,  t h e i r  I D  c a r d s  were checked ,  and ,  
l a t e r ,  t h e y  r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  (pgs .  38 ,  3 9 ) .  here 
were no males  i n  t h e  group  and no s u s p e c t s  w e r e  found 
(pys .  39 ,  4 0 ) .  They t h e n  had lunch  (pg.  39 1 .  I t  was 
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approx ima te ly  1300 (pg.  3 9 ) .  Because t h e  p l a t o o n  r e c e i v e d  
some f i r e ,  t h e y  were o r d e r e d  t o  bu rn  a l l  t h e  hoo tches  i n  
the  hamle t  (pg .  4 0 ) .  HOOTON though t  t h i s  o r d e r  came from 
C a p t a i n  MICHLES (pg. 4 0 ) .  The hoo tches  were burned  some-
where between 1330 and 1400 (pg.  4 1 ) .  The w i t n e s s  op ined  
t h a t  t h e  VC r e p o r t e d  dead were k i l l e d  i n  t h e  f i r e  f i g h t  
(pgs .  41-43).  H e  r e f u s e d  t o  answer f u r t h e r  q u e s t i o n s  a b o u t  
it (pg. 4 3 ) .  

( 2 )  Movement t o  the  l a a g e r  s i te .  

The p l a t o o n  t h e n  moved n o r t h  t o  t h e i r  l a a g e r  
s i t e  (pgs .  40 ,  4 1 ) .  H e  knew n o t h i n g  abou t  t h e  e i g h t  VC K I A  
r e p o r t e d  a t  1420 (pg. 4 4 ) .  They were n o t  t o l d  t h a t  n i g h t  
t n a t  t n e y  were t o  s e c u r e  t h e  b r i d g e  f o r  pas sage  by t h e  
company t h e  n e x t  day (pg.  4 5 ) . ,  The w i t n e s s  r e f u s e d  t o  s a y  
wnether  o r  n o t  a Vietnamese woman was used  a s  p o i n t  o r  i f  
t h e r e  were.Vietnamese c i v i l i a n s  i n  t h e  l a a g e r  a r e a  t h a t  
n i g h t  (pgs .  45,  4 6 ) .  H e  r e c a l l e d  something abou t  sampans 
b e i n g  b r o u g h t  i n t o  t h e  beach t h a t  a f t e r n o o n ,  b u t  d i d  n o t  
remember it c l e a r l y  because  h e  d i d  n o t  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  
s e a r c h  (pg. 4 6 ) .  

b. Ac t ions  on t h e  1 7 t h .  

(1) A t  t h e  b r i d g e .  

When t h e  p o i n t  approached t h e  b r i d g e  on  t h e  
morning o f  t h e  1 7 t h ,  t hey  r e a l i z e d  t h a t  it was probably  
mined (pg. 4 7 ) .  TAYLOR found the mine and was a t t e m p t i n g  
t o  g e t  away from it when it exploded (pgs :  48, 4 9 ) .  
TAYLOR was medevac'd and t h e y  began receiving enemy f i r e  
from t h e  same a r e a  f r o m w h i c h  t h e y  had r e c e i v e d  i t  t h e  day 
b e f o r e  (pgs .  50 ,  5 1 ) .  Two gunsh ips  were c a l l e d  i n ,  b u t  
HOOTON cou ld  n o t  remember how many p a s s e s  t h e y  made ( p g . 5 2 ) .  

( 2 )  Along t h e  c o a s t .  

A s  t h e  company moved down t h e  c o a s t  some dud 
rounds were d e s t r o y e d  i n  a n  o l d  d e s e r t e d  v i l l a g e  (pgs .  52 ,  
5 3 ) .  The second engaged two VC and had one  K I A  
on the  beach  (pg.  5 3 ) .  V i l l a g e s  were burned  a s  they  moved 
down t h e  c o a s t  t o  t h e  s o u t h e r n  t i p  of  t h e  p e n i n s u l a  ( p g . 5 4 ) .  
They c o n t i n u e d  t o  bu rn  as t h e y  moved back up t h e  p e n i n s u l a  
(pg. 5 5 ) .  They d i d  n o t  see many p e o p l e ,  b u t  t h e r e  were 
a l o t  o f  f i s n i n g  b o a t s  a t  t h e  t i p  of  t h e  p e n i n s u l a  (pg.  5 5 ) .  
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EXIIIBITS 


EXHIBIT 
NUMBER D E S C R I P T I O N  N O T E S  -- 

Wit was issued 
card. 

E$gOkgd never seen 
Identified SGT 
GARCIA. 
Identified an 1 

iscellaneous Scene - lnterroqator known 
as "Bull" whom he 

I thought was with 
them that day. 

Wit dld not re- 

m z e V - P S P -
Wit oriented on 
ma^ . 
Wit did not re- 
cognize area. 

Wit did not re- 


P-267 .4iscellaneous Scene cognize area. 


Wit had seen 

P-210 Viscellaneous Scene 	 individual but did 


not remember where. 


Lo~ked like area in 

P-212 Miscellaneous Scene which they moved. 


Wit did not re- 


pno to. 


Wit recognized 

P-217 Misce-llan-xea. 


* -

PAGES 

1 2 4 4 

14 

53 -

5 4  

54 


15 


19 


19 


53-

5 4  

F; c; 

7 3  
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(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1 3 2 1  hour s ,  1 7  February 
1970.) 

COL WILSON: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  aome t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR: The fo l lowing  persons  a r e  p r e s e n t :  COL W I L S O N ,  
LTC NOLL, and MAJ THOMAS. 

The f i r s t  w i t n e s s  i s  M r .  Donald R. HOOTON, 

(MR HOOTON was c a l l e d  a s  a  w i t n e s s ,  w a s  sworn, 
and t e s t i f i e d  as fo l lows: )  

Please s ta te  your f u l l  name, your  occupa t ion ,  
and your  r e s idence?  

A. Donald Ray HOOTON. I ' m  a management t r a i n e e  f o r  
Goodyear T i r e  and Rubber. My addres s  i s  1203 Maple S t r e e t ,  
jackson,  Xicliiyan . 
COL WILSON: Did you g e t  a chance t o  r ead  t h e  in format ion  
t h a t  w a s  paased o u t  t o  you. 

A. Y e s ,  I d i d .  

a - This  in format ion  s h e e t  t h a t  w e  handed o u t  t o  you 
is  an E x h i b i t  M-81 t h a t  d e s c r i b e s  what t h i s  team i s .  This  i s  
an i n t e r r o g a t i o n  team o r  an i n t e r v i e w  team f o r  General  PEERS. 
We work complete ly  on t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  of  B Company o r  t h e  a i r -  
c r a f t  which may have suppor ted  your  company. Al thought  i t  is  
inc luded  i n  t h e  o v e r a l l  My La i  ( 4 )  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  i t  i s  a 
s e p a r a t e  p a r t  o f  it. The board has  no a u t h o r i t y  t o  make f i n d -  
i n g s  and recommendations: That  i s  p a r t i c u l a r i l y  t h e  preroga-  
t i v e  of General  PEERS. W e  j u s t  i n t e r v i e w  people  f o r  him. 
General  PEERS o r  o t h e r  members of t h e  board may come down 
h e r e  t o  ask  you q u e s t i o n s .  I f  t hey  do come down I ' l l  i d e n t i -
f y  them s o  t h a t  y o u ' l l  know they  have t h e  a u t h o r i t y .  This  
board c o n s i s t s  of  t h r e e  people:  M r .  WALSH, a c i v i l i a n  coun- 
se l ,  who h a s  been des igna t ed  t o  a s s i s t  General  PEERS and who 
i s  u p s t a i r s  w i t h  him now, Colonel  NOLL, and myself .  Major 
THOMAS i s  t h e  r eco rde r .  

What was your  du ty  assignment i n  March 1968? 

A.  I w a s  i n  a u n i t  c a l l e d  t h e  p o i n t  team. There was 
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f o u r  of us men t h a t  were permanently i n  t h e  forward e lement .  

Q. Was t h a t  a p a r t  o f  any squad o r  j u s t  come under --
A.  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I b e l i e v e  they  c a l l e d  us t h e  t h i r d  
squad.  But it w a s  j u s t  t h e  f o u r  of  us ,  and we worked i n  a 
t i g h t e r  squad.  

Q .  There seems t o  be confusion i n  t h e  mind o f  some 
o f  t h e  people  i n  t h e  p l a toon  a s  t o  whether  t h e r e  were t h r e e  
squads o r  two squads .  W e  have been having a l i t t l e  t r o u b l e .  
/ 

A. I b e l i e v e  t h e r e  were two r e g u l a r  squads ,  and a .  
machinegun crew a t t a c h e d  t o  each squad*. And, t h e r e  w a s  t h e  
p o i n t  team. They u s u a l l y  c a l l e d  us t h e  t h i r d  squad. 

Q - You d i d n '  t work under any p a r t i c u l a r  squad l e a d e r ?  

A. No. 

Q. Suppose you wanted a machinegun. You j u s t  g o t  it 
from t h e  squad t h a t  w a s  r i g h t  behind you? 

A. W e f  d y e l l ,  and t h e r e  was one up t h e r e .  

9. W e  have t h r e e  i d e n t i f i e d :  y o u r s e l f ,  TAYLOR, and 
TITTLE. 

A. The o t h e r  would be Jay  LARCHE. E i t h e r  t h a t ,  o r  
Larche was h i s  f i r s t  name, L-A-R-C-H-El I b e l i e v e .  

Q W e l l ,  M r .  HOOTON, as a m a t t e r  o f  p rocedure ,  I ' m  
go ing  t o  have t o  g i v e  you a warning now because t h e r e  is some 
hea r say  ev idence  tha t .  w e  have. This  warning i s  given t o  you -
f o r  l e g a l  purposes .  I f  you have done anyth ing  wrong, I would 
sugges t  t h a t  you heed it. If n o t ,  you can use  your  own judg-
ment on it. 

A. Y e s .  

Q - M r .  HOOTON, you a r e  advised  t h a t  you a r e  suspec t ed
of  having committed a war cr ime,  t o  w i t :  murder o f  Vietnamese 
c i v i l i a n s .  Your c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  r i g h t s  a r e  a s  fo l lows .  

You have a r i g h t  t o  remain s i l e n t .  Any s t a t emen t  
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you make may be used a g a i n s t  you i n  a  c r i m i n a l  t r i a l .  

You have t h e  r i g h t  t o  c o n s u l t  c o u n s e l ,  and t o  have 
counse l  w i t h  you du r ing  t h e  i n t e r r o g a t i o n .  Counsel may be 
c i v i l i a n  counse l  provided by you a t  your  own expense,  o r  
m i l i t a r y  counse l  o f  your  own s e l e c t i o n  i f  reasonably  a v a i l a b l e  
a t  no expense t o  you, o r  appoin ted  m i l i t a r y  counse l  a t  no ex- 
pense  t o  you. By counse l  I mean a t t o r n e y  o r  lawyer.  

A. Y e s .  

Q - You a r e  f u r t h e r  adv ised  t h a t  i n  t h e  even t  you de- 
sire counse l  w i t h  you d u r i n g  t h i s  e n t i r e  i n t e r r o g a t i o n ,  coun-
se l  i s  h e r e  s o l e l y  a s  your  a d v i s o r .  He may n o t  answer ques- 
t i o n s  f o r  you, b u t  a t  any t i m e  you d e s i r e ,  you.may c o n f e r  p r i -  
v a t e l y  w i t h  your  counse l .  

A. Y e s .  

Q - If you d e s i r e  n o t  t o  answer q u e s t i o n s  now wi thou t  
couilsei  p r e s e n t , ,  you  may s t o p  answering q u e s t i o n s  a t  any t i r n e .  

A. Y e s .  

Q - Also,  you may r e q u e s t  counse l  a t  any t i m e  du r ing  
q u e s t i o n i n g . t 

Now, j u s t  t o  review t h i s ,  you can--we w i l l  pro-
v ide  you c o u n s e l ,  m i l i t a r y  counse l .  You may, as you d e s i r e ,  
e i t h e r  answer q u e s t i o n s  o r  n o t  answer q u e s t i o n s .  A t  any t ime ,  
you may s t o p  answering q u e s t i o n s .  

A. Y e s .  

Q - O r ,  w e  cou ld  b r i n g  counse l  i n  f o r  you i f  you d e s i r e .  

A. I ' d  l i k e  t o  have a counse l  h e r e ,  j u s t  f o r  c o u n s e l ' s  
sake .  

Q. A l l  r i g h t ,  w e ' l l  g e t  you one.  W e  w i l l  r e c e s s .  

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  1330 hour s ,  1 7  February 

(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1350 hour s ,  1 7  February 
1970 .) 
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COL WILSON: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR: The fo l lowing  persons  are p r e s e n t :  COL WILSON, 
LTC NOLL and MAJ THOMAS. 

COL WILSON:, M r .  HOOTON, t h e  w i t n e s s ,  has  asked f o r  counse l .  
W i l l  counsel  s t a t e  h i s  name and rank? 

I C  : Richard W. TOMEO, Cap ta in ,  Judge Advocate General  
Corps. 

Your are an a t t o r n e y ?  

I C  : Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q - Where a r e  you ass igned?  

I C :  I ' m  a s s igned  t o  t h e  l i t i g a t i o n  d i v i s i o n  of  t h e  
Judge Advocate General  's O f f i c e .  

Q Capta in ,  I have informed M r .  HOOTON of t h e  f o l -
lowing,  and I s p e c i f i e d  t h q t  t h i s  warning was g iven  on t h e  
b a s i s  of hearsay  ev idence .  He was advised  t h a t  h e  i s  suspec t -
ed of having committed a war cr ime,  t o  w i t :  murder of  V ie t -
namese c i v i l i a n s .  I have informed him of h i s  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  
r i g h t  t o  remain s i l e n t ,  and t h a t  any s t a t emen t  h e  makes may 
b e  used i n  a c r i m i n a l  t r i a l  a g a i n s t  him. He e l e c t e d  t-o have 
counsel .  You w e r e  c a l l e d .  I i n t e n d  t o  r e c e s s  t h e  h e a r i n g  
a t  t h i s  t ime t o  l e t  you t a l k  t o  t h e  w i tnes s .  Whenever you 
a r e  th rough ,  you can c o n t a c t  m e  i n  t h e  nex t  room. You can 
use  t h i s  room f o r  your  d i s c u s s i o n s .  Is- t h a t  s a t i s f a c t o r y ?  

I C  : Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q Do you want any f u r t h e r  in format ion?  

I C :  If t h e  w i t n e s s  has  made any prev ious  s t a t e m e n t s ,  
I ' d  l i k e  t o  see them. 

Q Y e s ,  h e  has  made -- do you mean he re?  

I C :  Y e s ,  s ir .  I mean other s t a t emen t s .  

Q You h a v e n ' t  made any o t h e r  s t a t emen t s  t o  any o t h e r  
i n v e s t i g a t o r s ,  have you? 
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A. No, I h a v e n ' t .  W e l l ,  t h e r e  was a  phone d i s c u s s i o n  
when I w a s  c a l l e d  on t h e  phone, 

Q. When o u r  people  w e r e  making arrangements f o r  com-
i n g  down h e r e ?  

A. Well,  they  w e r e  wondering i f  I remembered c e r t a i n  
d a t e s .  

a .  Well ,  t h i s  is  n o t  ev idence ,  This  i s  u s u a l l y  t r y -  
i n g  t o  l o c a t e  w i t n e s s e s  by f i n d i n g  o u t  where h e  was a t  a 
c e r t a i n  t i m e .  

I C : I w a s  r e f e r r i n g  t o  w r i t t e n  s t a t e m e n t s .  


Q* The w r i t t e n  r e p o r t s ?  I d i d  ask him what h i s  

ass ignment  was i n  March of  1 9 6 8 .  H e  responded t h a t  he  w a s  a 

member of t h e  p o i n t  team o f  t h e  1st P l a t o o n , B / 4 / 3 .  A t  t h a t  

time, I gave i l lm a w a ~ i l i n g .  


I C :  That  w a s  it? 


Q- That  w a s  it. 


I C :  No tirries? 


COL WILSON: No. No t i m e s .  


I C : No p rev ious  s t a t e m e n t s  made p r i o r  t o  t h i s .  


COL WILSON: Negat ive .  I h a v e n ' t  seen  any,  we d o n ' t  have any,  

and h e  d o e s n ' t  know of any. I ' m  s u r e  t h a t  Colonel  MILLER w i l l  

b e  back t o  t a l k  t o  you. 


The h e a r i n g  w i l l  recess a t  t h i s  t i m e .  

(The h e a r i n g  r eces sed  a t  1352 h o u r s ,  17 February 
1970.) 

(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1447 h o u r s ,  17  February 
1970.) 

COL WILSON: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  
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RCDR: The fo l lowing  persons  a r e  p r e s e n t :  COL WILSON, 
LTC NOLL, and MAJ THOMAS. 

COL WILSON: Capta in ,  I ' v e  advised  t h e  w i t n e s s ,  and I s h a l l  
a d v i s e  you now, t h a t  your  p resence  h e r e  i s  s t r i c t l y  on an 
adv i so ry  b a s i s .  

I C :  Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. You can c o n s u l t  w i th  t h e  w i t n e s s  a t  any t ime .  

M r .  HOOTON, do you want t o  make a s t a t e m e n t ,  o r  
do you want t o  answer q u e s t i o n s ?  

A. Y e s ,  I ' l l  answer q u e s t i o n s .  

Q You w i l l  consen t  t o  answering q u e s t i o n s ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q - I f  you w i l l  r e c a l l  t h e  in format ion  s h e e t  t h a t  w e  
pa s sed  o u t ,  w e ' r e  going t o  t r y  t o  fo l low a  ch rono log ica l  se-
quence i n  q u e s t i o n i n g .  The f i r s t  q u e s t i o n s  we '11 ask w i l l  
be concerned w i t h  t r a i n i n g .  The nex t  q u e s t i o n s  w e ' l l  ask w i l l  
b e  concerned w i t h  t h e  b r i e f i n g  which was r ece ived  p r i o r  t o  
t h e  o p e r a t i o n .  Then t h e  q u e s t i o n s  w i l l  concern t h e  v a r i o u s  
phases  of  t h e  c p e r e t i c n  and what occur red .  

Do you r e c a l l  e v e r  i n  your t r a i n i n g  g e t t i n g  a 
c l a s s ,  probably i n  m i l i t a r y  j u s t i c e  o r  p o s s i b l y  Geneva Conven-
t i o n ,  concerning t h e  s-ubject  o f  t h e  l e g a l i t y  o r  i l l e g a l i t y  of 
o r d e r s .  

A. No. 

Q a  You d o n ' t  remember any c l a s s  on t h a t  s u b j e c t ?  

A. No. 

Q - I want t o  be s u r e  t h a t  I f i x  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  t h a t  
I am t a l k i n g  about .  The one t h a t  we have i n  mind i s  t h a t  
one which began on t h e  1 6 t h  o f  March and ended on t h e  1 9 t h  
of  March. During t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  L ieu tenan t  COCHRAN w a s  k i l l -
ed,  on t h e  1 6 t h  of  March. MILUS was k i l l e d  t h e  n i g h t  of t h e  
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1 8 t h  and t h e  morning of  t h e  1 9 t h  of March. I t ' s  t h a t  t ime 
p e r i o d  t h a t  w e ' r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n .  T h a t ' s  t h e  t ime frame t h a t  
t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i s  concerned w i t h .  Now, on t h e  15 th  of  
March a t  f i r e  base  Upt igh t ,  you should  have r e c e i v e d  some s o r t  
o f  i n fo rma t ion ,  o r  some s o r t  o f  b r i e f i n g  o r  some s o r t  of o r d e r s  
concern ing  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  which was coming up on t h e  16 th  of  
March. Can you r e c a l l  r e c e i v i n g  any in fo rma t ion  on t h a t ?  

A. Y e s .  We were b r i e f e d  f o r  an o p e r a t i o n  t h a t  w e  
w e r e  t o  undergo i n  t h e  morning, a chopper a s s a u l t .  We were 
supposed t o  f l y  o u t  t h e r e .  W e  were supposed t o  s e a r c h  and 
clear a v i l l a g e ,  and we w e r e  supposed t o  d e s t r o y  a bunker 
complex i n  t h a t  a r e a .  

Q - You were supposed t o  s e a r c h  and c l e a r  a v i l l a g e  
area., and you were supposed t o  d e s t r o y  a bunker complex i n  
t h e  a r e a ?  

A .  Y e s ,  sir.. 

Q. What t ype  o f  bunker a r e  you r e f e r r i n g  t o .  Give 
m e  as much in fo rma t ion  a s  you had on it  p r i o r  t o  t h e  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. P r i o r  t o  t h e  o p e r a t i o n ?  

Q *  Y e s ,  I ' m  asking--the q u e s t i o n  I ' m  a sk ing  i s  what 
you were t o l d ,  and l a t e r  w e ' l l  g e t  i n t o  what happened. I ' m  
t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  o u t  what you knew' b e f o r e  you went i n  t h e r e .  

A. They j u s t  t o l d  us t h a t  it w a s  a bufiker complex, 
and s a i d  i t  w a s  used by t h e  VC. The bunkers  were used by them 
f o r  p r o t e c t i o n  from a r t i l l e r y  and f o r  j u s t  s t a y i n g  o u t  o f  
s i g h t  from choppers .  

Q- Well ,  where w a s  t h i s  bunker complex supposed t o  
be  l o c a t e d ?  

A. The v i l l a g e ,  I b e l i e v e ,  was My Khe. It  was r i g h t  
a long  t h e  South China Sea. 

Q. Right  on t h e  s e a  t h e r e ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q - You g o t  t h i s  much d e t a i l  i n  t h e  b r i e f i n g ?  
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A. W e l l ,  t h ey  gave us t h e  c o o r d i n a t e s .  

Q =  Did you have a map? 

A. Yes, I d i d .  W e l l ,  I t h i n k  t h e r e  w e r e  t h r e e  maps 
i n  t h e  four-man p o i n t  team. A l l  of  us had a map, and a l l  o f  
us knew where w e  were.  They would j u s t  g i v e  us t h e  coord i -
n a t e s ,  where t o  go,  and w e  would f i n d  t h e  b e s t  way of  g e t t i n g  
t h e r e .  

Q So on t h e  1 5 t h  o f  March, when you were b r i e f e d ,  
you knew t h a t  you were going t o  have t o  a s s a u l t  a bunker com-
p lex?  

A. Right .  

(MR WALSH e n t e r e d  t h e  hea r ing . )  

Q. You w e r e  g iven  t h e  coo rd ina t e s  t o  t h i s  bunker 
complex? 

A. y e s ,  sir. 

Q- Do you r e c a l l  t h e  name a s  be ing  My K h e ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  it was My Khe. 

Q- What else were you t o l d  about  t h i s  bunker complex? 
Did you g e t  any, more in format ion?  Was it one o r  more bunkers?  

A. W e l l ,  t h e y  s a i d  it was s e v e r a l  bunkers .  I n  f a c t  
t hey  t o l d  us - - th i s  o t h e r  man, TAYLOR, and I w e r e  t h e  demol i t ion  
men. They told US to carry a11 the TNT we co:rld, 2nd they 
s a i d  d o n ' t  worry,  because w e  wouldn ' t  have t o  walk very  f a r .  
We wouldn ' t  have t o  walk very f a r  from t h e  choppers  t o  t h i s  
area. 

Q. From t h e  l a n d i n g  zone t o  t h e  t a r g e t .  By whom were 
you b r i e f e d ?  

A. I d o n ' t  even remember now. 

Q. Was it t h e  p l a toon  l e a d e r ,  o r  w a s  it t h e  company 
commander? 
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A. I t  w a s n ' t  t h e  company commander. From what I 
remember, i t  was a s m a l l e r  group.  I t  might have even been a 
squad. T h a t ' s  how our  b r i e f i n g s  u s u a l l y  broke down though. 
The c o l o n e l  would have a b r i e f i n g  wi th  t h e  CO, and t h e  CO 
would t a l k  t o  t h e  p l a toon  l e a d e r s ,  and t h e  p l a t o o n  l e a d e r s  
would go on down t o  t h e  squad l e a d e r s ,  a s  a r u l e .  This  i s  
t h e  way most o f  o u r  b r i e f i n g s  were. I d o n ' t  remember who 
gave us t h e  b r i e f i n g  t h i s  t ime.  

Q. Now, t h e  p o i n t  team, s i n c e  it d o e s n ' t  respond t o  
any squad requirements  a s  you have e x p l a i n e d ,  s t i l l  works 
d i r e c t l y  f o r  t h e  p l a toon  l e a d e r  as I unders tand  it. I t  does 
l i s t e n  t o  t h e  f i r s t  o r  second squad l e a d e r ?  

A. No, w e  had a l e a d e r  f o r  t h e  p o i n t  team. 

Q. Who? 

A. Se rgean t  TITTLE. 

Q- TITTLE? 

A. Y e s .  

Q. Would you normally g e t  your  o r d e r s  from Sergeant  
TITTLE o r  your  b r i e f i n g  from Se rgean t  TITTLE? 

A. W e l l ,  sometimes we 'd  g e t  i t  from him, and sometimes 
t h e  CO might even g e t  us t o g e t h e r  and t a l k  t o  u s .  But I 
d o n ' t  remember who e x a c t l y  b r i e f e d  us p r i o r  t o  t h i s  miss ion.  

Q. Do you remember i f  a  map was used f o r  t h i s  b r i e f -  
i n g ,  o r  whether  you were j u s t  g ive  t h e  c o o r d i n a t e s ?  

A. W e  were j u s t  g iven the c o o r d i n a t e s .  I b e l i e v e  I 
remember t h e  p o i n t  team s i t t i n g  around i n  o u r  bunker on Up- 
t i g h t ,  and w e  lit a candle  and looked a t  t h e  c o o r d i n a t e s .  

Q- Now, as f a r  a s  demol i t i ons  go,  what do you nor-
mally c a r r y  i n  t h e  p o i n t  team? 

A. I u s u a l l y  c a r r i e d  about  5 o r  6 pounds o f  TNT. I 
had t i m e  f uze ,  and then  we had ,  you know, r e g u l a r  b l a s t i n g  
caps.  Lo t s  o f  t i m e ,  l i k e  i n  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  mi s s ion ,  we took 
t h e  fuzes  o u t  o f  o l d  grenades .  They u s u a l l y  took a bunch o f  
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o l d  grenades and g o t  r i d  of  them. We j u s t  took t h e  fuze  o u t  
o f  them, because they screw i n t o  blocks of TNT. I t ' s  a l o t  
quicker  and s impler  way of des t roy ing  something. 

Q. You usua l ly  c a r r i e d  s e v e r a l  pounds? 

A. Yes. 

Q e  
 How about t h e  o t h e r  members of t h e  p o i n t ,  d i d  
they c a r r y  about t h e  same amount? 

A. Everybody c a r r i e d ,  you know, about 2 t o  5 t o  6  
pounds apiece.  

Q. Was it normal, o r  was it e v e r  p r a c t i c e d  t h a t  you 
would d i s t r i b u t e  t h i s  demoli t ions among t h e  o t h e r  members of 
t h e  company t o  a s s i s t  you i n  ca r ry ing  t h e  demol i t ions ,  o r  d i d  
you have a requirement f o r  t h a t  much demoli t ions? 

A. Sometimes o t h e r  p la toon members would c a r r y  demo- 
l i t i o n s .  They would give it  t o  us a s  it was needed, and we 
had a few o t h e r s  t h a t  were q u a l i f i e d .  Most of t h e  p la toon 
s t ayed  away from it. 

Q- A s  we understand it, it was planned t h a t  you were 
going t o  work wi th  the--when you were p a r t  of t h e  1st Pla toon,  
and you were going t o  work wi th  t h e  1st Pla toon,  was t h e r e  
anyone e l s e  i n  t h e  1st Platoon t h a t  was given t h e  mission of  
t h e  d e s t u r c t i o n  of t h i s  bunker complex, o r  was i t  t h e  whole 
platoon 's mission? 

A. That was t h e  whole p l a t o o n ' s  mission. 

Q.  Now, i t  w z s  the platoon's m i s s i o n ;  and t h e  point.
would be t h e  f i r s t  ones t o  make contac t?  

A. Right.  

Q. Is t h e r e  anything e l s e ?  Let  me ask you a  couple 
of  spec i f i c  ques t ions .  Did you rece ive  any i n s t r u c t i o n s ,  
s p e c i f i c  i n s t r u c t i o n s ,  on t h e  burning of  v i l l a g e s ,  d e s t r u c t i o nI 

of v i l l a g e s  and s o  f o r t h ?  

A. A t  t h i s  t ime; before  t h i s  mission? 

Q - Yes, f o r  t h i s  mission. 
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Not p r i o r  t o  t h a t  miss ion ,  no. 

Q- When you d o n ' t  r e c e i v e  any i n s t r u c t i o n s  l i k e  t h a t ,  
do you use  normal procedures?  

A. Usual ly  i n  a c l e a r i n g  miss ion w e  j u s t  go i n  and 
look through t h e  hootches ,  you know. The people  a r e  u s u a l l y  
rounded up and p u t  i n  one b i g ,  c e n t r a l  a r e a ,  and we go through 
t h e  brush  looking  f o r  weapons, ammunition, and s u p p l i e s .  

Q. You d e s c r i b e d  t h i s  a s  s e a r c h  and c l e a r .  We've 
had s e v e r a l  d e s c r i b e  t h i s  a s  s ea rch  and d e s t r o y .  

A. W e l l ,  t h i s  w i l l  come o u t  l a te r .  

Q- A l l  r i g h t .  T h a t ' s  good. I 'm g lad  you s a i d  t h a t .  
There w a s  no in fo rma t ion  on t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  houses ,  food 
s t o c k  and d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  animals?  

A. Not a t  t h i s  t i m e .  W e  w e r e  t o  j u s t  clear t h e  v i l -  
l a g e ,  and blow up t h e i r  t unne l  complex and bunker complex. 

Q. Were t h e r e  any i n s t r u c t i o n s  concern ing  t h e  d i spo-  
s i t o n  o f  t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  o f  t h i s  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Not a t  t h a t  t i m e .  

Q. What was t h e  enemy s i t u a t i o n  dep ic t ed?  I r e a l i z e  
t h a t  you d e s c r i b e d  t h e  bunker complex, b u t  I ' m  wondering i f  
you were g iven  an enemy s t r e n g t h  i n  t h e  a r e a ,  o r  any th ing  l i k e  
t h a t ?  

A. W e l l ,  w e  knew t h e  a r e a .  I mean t h e  a r e a  was j u s t  
c rawl ing  w i t h  enemy, and w e  were t o l d  t h a t  t h e r e  was a group 
ho led  up i n  t h e  a r e a .  We were supposed t o  be more o r  l e s s  
on t h e  a l e r t  f o r  t h i s .  O f  c o u r s e ,  t h a t ' s  more o r  l e s s  common 
knowledge th roughout  t h e  a r e a .  

Q- But you w e r e n ' t  t o l d  t h a t  t h e r e  would be  a company-
s i z e d  o r  p l a toon- s i zed  e lement  o r  any th ing  l i k e  t h a t ? .  

A. W e l l ,  w e  were t o l d  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  a l a r g e  u n i t  
somewhere i n  t h e  a r e a .  They d i d n ' t  know p r e c i s e l y  where it 
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w a s .  There i s  always a l a r g e  u n i t  i n  t h a t  a r ea .  I d o n ' t  
know how many--we r an  i n t o  s e v e r a l  encounte rs  w i th  f o r c e s  t h a t  
probably numbered 200 o r  300 enemy, a l l  i n  t h i s  a r e a .  They 
j u s t  s o r t  of  r o t a t e  around i n  he re .  They would s t a y  t h e r e  a 
couple  of  days ,  and t h e n  move on. They'd s p l i t  up i n t o  any- 
where from t h r e e  main groups on up t o  200  o r  300 s t r o n g .  They 
j u s t  l i v e  i n  t h e  a r e a .  

Q - What do you r e c a l l ?  Do you r e c a l l  t h e  concept  o f  
o p e r a t i o n s  of  o t h e r  p l a t o o n s  o f  t h e  company? Do you know what 
t hey  w e r e  going t o  do? 

A. Y e s .  W e  were supposed to-- in  o r d e r  f o r  us t o  g e t  
o v e r  t o  t h i s  bunker complex, w e  had t o  c r o s s  a  b r i d g e .  The 
rest o f  t h e  pla toon--or  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  company, pardon m e ,  
as I unders tood it ,  was j u s t  going t o  c l e a r  t h i s  one a r e a ,  
you know, on t h i s  s i d e  o f  t h e  b r i d g e  he re .  They were going 
t o  c l e a r  t h a t  a r e a  and set  up s e c u r i t y  t h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g  t h e  
w e s t  s i d e  o f  t h e  r i v e r ) .  ' 

Q - They were going t o  s t a y  ove r  on t h e  wes t  s i d e  of 
t h e  b r i d g e ,  and you w e r e  going o v e r  t o  t h e  e a s t ?  

A. W e  were going o v e r  on t h e  e a s t  s i d e ,  r i g h t .  

Q - You d o n ' t  know what t h e i r  miss ion w a s  ove r  t h e r e  
on t h e  west?  You d i d n ' t  h e a r  any th ing  s p e c i f i c  about  what 
t hey  w e r e  supposed t o  do? 

A. No. I t  was j u s t  a c l e a r i n g  o p e r a t i o n  o v e r  t h e r e ,  
and more o r  less j u s t  s e c u r i t y ,  t o o ,  t h a t  would be  on t h e  
b r i d g e  and t h e  a r e a  a c r o s s .  I t ' s  s o r t  o f  l i k e  an i s l a n d .  
There i s  t h e  Socith China Sea on one s i d e ,  and t h e r e  i s  a b i g  
r i v e r  on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e .  The r i v e r  i s  awful ly  deep.  There 
are f o u r  b r i d g e s  a long  th i s - -we l l ,  they  c a l l e d  i t  a  p e n i n s u l a ,  
b u t  i t ' s  s o r t  o f  an i s l a n d .  The re ' s  f o u r  b r i d g e s  a long  h e r e ,  
b u t  t h r e e  o f  them w e r e  blown up o r  miss ing  s e c t i o n s ,  you 
know, w e r e n ' t  u s a b l e ,  f u n c t i o n a l .  

Q - Do you know i f  a t  t h e  b r i e f i n g  were you t o l d  how 
long  you would be i n  t h e  f i e l d ,  o r  how long  i t  would l a s t ?  

A. I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  so .  They never  g ive  us t h a t  
k i n d  o f  answer. 
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Q- W a s  t h e r e  any s p e c i a l  equipment o t h e r  t han  demo- 
l i t i o n s  which you were t o l d  t o  t a k e  t h a t  may have given you 
an i n d i c a t i o n  o f  how 1ol.g you might be o u t  t h e r e ?  Could you 
go o u t  f o r  a s h o r t  p e r i o d  o r  an ex tended  p e r i o d ,  and i f  you 
didn ' t have what you needed,  t hey  ' d  resupply  you. .  

A. W e l l ,  w e  g o t  c l o t h e s .  That  w a s n ' t  any problem. 

W e  g o t  a change of c l o t h e s  once a  month, and w e  c a r r i e d  a 

t oo thb rush .  Tha t  was about  i t ,  and whatever  w e  wanted t o  

s l e e p  w i t h .  Food; t h e y ' d  b r i n g  i n  C- ra t ions  once a day.  

Water; sometimes t h e y ' d  b r i n g  i n  water. I t  depended, I guess ,  

i f  t hey  f e l t  w e  needed water. 


Q- Do you r e c a l l  a t  t h e  b r i e f i n g ,  which of  t h e  squads 
was t o  fo l low t h e  p o i n t ?  

A. No, I d o n ' t .  I t h i n k  t h e  f i r s t i  squad followed. 
I n  f a c t ,  I t h i n k  MILUS was--he was a  machinegunner, and I 
t h i n k  h e  w a s  r i g h t  behind t h e  p o i n t  team. I n  f a c t ,  I know 
he w a s ,  cause  h e  covered t h e  b r i d g e  when w e  went a c r o s s .  
The p o i n t  team went a c r o s s  f i r s t .  

Q s  
 Who was t h e  squad l e a d e r  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  squad? 

A. I b e l i e v e  Se rgean t  LIAS w a s  t h e n ,  Se rgean t  LIAS. 

Q. Do you remember Sergeant  LINKOUS, S p e c i a l i s t  LINKOUS? 

A. LINKOUS, y e s ,  I b e l i e v e  he w a s  t h e  squad l e a d e r  
of t h e  second squad.  

Q- You t h i n k  t h a t  LIAS w a s  t h e  squad l e a d e r  who f o l -  
lowed t h e  p o i n t ?  

A. Y e s ,  h e  was squad l e a d e r .  H e  fo l lowed t h e  p o i n t .  
Yes, sir. 

Q. I ' v e  g o t  E x h i b i t  M-2 which i s  e n t i t l e d  "Nine Rules".  
I t ' s  a MACV, w a l l e t - s i z e  ca rd .  Have you e v e r  s een  t h a t  ca rd?  

(The wi tnes s  and counse l  examined E x h i b i t  M - 2 . )  
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Y e s ,  I have. 


Did you e v e r  g e t  i s s u e d  one? 


I t h i n k  t h e y  gave us  one,  yes .  


I n  H a w a i i  o r  i n  Vietnam? 


I d o n ' t  remember. 


You w e r e  w i t h  t h e  u n i t  i n  Hawaii, w e r e n ' t  you? 


Yes, I w a s ,  f o r  8 months. 


Q. Here i s  E x h i b i t  M-3 which i s  e n t i t l e d  "The Enemy 
i n  Your Hands". . Have you e v e r  s een  t h a t  card? 

(The w i t n e s s  and counse l  examined E x h i b i t  M - 3 . )  

A. I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  s o ,  no. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  I e v e r  
g o t  any th ing  l i k e  t h a t .  

Q- I t ' s  g o t  a back page h e r e ,  which would be  t h e  
back s i d e  o f  t h e  card .  

(The wi tnes s  and counse l  examined t h e  second page ' 

of  E x h i b i t  M - 3 . )  

A. I d i d n ' t  see t h a t  c a r d  t h e r e .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  any more in format ion  on t h e  b r i e f -  
i n g  t h a t  I haven'  t ques t ioned  you on t h a t  might ass is t  i n  
unders tanding what you. were t o l d  when you went i n  t h e r e ?  

A. No. I t  w a s n ' t  r e a l l y  t h a t  impor t an t  of  a b r i e f -
ing .  I t  was cons idered  more o r  l e s s  a r o u t i n e  miss ion.  

Q - Right .  Were you t o l d  t h a t  n i g h t ,  o r  t h a t  day,  
t h e  l i f t  t h a t  you would be on t h e  nex t  day? 

A.  Yes, t hey  u s u a l l y  s t r a i g h t e n e d  t h i n g s  l i k e  t h a t  
ou t .  They t e l l  you what chopper and what l i f t  you were going 
t o  be  on. 

Q *  Do you r e c a l l  what l i f t  you were going t o  be on? 
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A.  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  whether t h e  1st  P la toon  w a s  t o  se-
cu re  t h e  l a n d i n g  zone f o r  t h e  rest of  t h e  company and move 
o u t ,  whether  t h e y  were t o  move o u t  immediately,  o r  what t hey  
w e r e  t o  do as soon as they  h i t  t h e  ground? 

A. No, I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  l a n d i n g .  The CO w a s  q u i t e  
a f lamboyant c h a r a c t e r  anyway. H e  always planned who was go-
i n g  t o  s e c u r e  i t ,  and h e ' d  always g e t  shook. He was y e l l i n g  
and screaming and people  were running  around and f a l l i n g  down. 
Choppers w e r e  l a n d i n g  a q u a r t e r  m i l e  away. People were f a l l -
i n g  a p a r t ,  w e  w e  were p r e t t y  much i n  mayhem f o r  t h e  f i r s t  one-
h a l f  hour  anyway. 

? 
Q. Who a r e  you t a l k i n g  abou t ,  t h e  company commander? 

A. Y e s ,  Captain  MICHLES. H e  w a s  nicknamed "Mad Dog". 

Q- W e l l ,  I d o n ' t  have any more q u e s t i o n s  on t h e  b r i e f -  
ing. 

A l l  r i g h t .  I t h i n k  t h e  b e s t  t h i n g  t o  do i s  t o  
d e s c r i b e  t o  you what we know from t h e  s t a n d p o i n t  o f  p l a c e  and 
l o c a t i o n  s o  i t  w i l l  h e l p  you r e c a l l .  We ' l l  g i v e  you t h e  
t a s k  f o r c e  concept  j u s t  t o  p u t  you i n  t h e  l o c a t i o n  and every-  
t h i n g ,  and t h e n  w e ' l l  go t o  each day. Le t  me show you h e r e  
what w a s  t h e  p l a n  o f  o p e r a t i o n  and what w a s  done on t h e  first 
day. 

(Colonel  WILSON proceeded w i t h  map o r i e n t a t i o n  
on MAP-4. ) 

Q. Now, w i t h  t h a t ,  w e ' l l  go t o  an a e r i a l  photograph.  
M r .  WALSH j u s t  g o t  back from Vietnam, and w e ' l l  l e t  him t a k e  
t h e  aer ia l  photograph and g ive  you a o r i e n t a t i o n  on t h a t .  
Maybe w e  can work from t h a t  photograph.  

( M r .  WALSH cont inued  wi th  t h e  o r i e n t a t i o n  on P-168.) 

COL WILSON: M r .  HOOTON, w e  do  have a n o t h e r  photograph h e r e .  
I f  you have enough r e c a l l ,  we would r e a l l y  l i k e  t o  r e c o n s t r u c t  
what happened on t h e  f i r s t  day,  p r i m a r i l y .  Now, a s  we s a i d  

APP T-376 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


be fo re ,  t h e  company had c losed  i n  on t h e  landing  zone by 
0830. The l a s t  l i f t  came i n  a t  0827.  Sometime a f t e r  t h a t ,  
you s t a r t e d  moving toward t h e  br idge .  We use Route 521 which 
was t h e  main d i r t  road t h a t  moved through t h e r e .  I assume 
you moved over  t h a t  road t o  g e t  t o  t h e  br idge .  

A. Yes. 

Q. Do you r e c a l l  when you h i t  t h e  road? I know t h i s  
i s  hard t o  desc r ibe ,  b u t  t h e  only t h i n g  t h a t  we've go t  t o  go 
by i s  a l a r g e ,  bamboo g a t e  t h a t  was over  t h e  road.  I f  you 
r e c a l l ,  it had some w r i t i n g  on it, t h e  ent rance  t o  t h e  My La i  
(1). Do you r e c a l l  s ee ing  t h a t ?  

A. Yes, s ir .  \ ' I n  f a c t ,  we saw a mine marker, which 
i s  a l i t t l e  p i l e  of  s t o n e s ,  t h a t  was l e f t  a t  t h e  g a t e .  Captain 
MICHLES was t h e r e ,  and he e l e c t e d  f o r  us no t  t o  go through 
t h a t  archway because of  t h i s  mine marker. 

Q- A l l  r i g h t .  Describe t h e  mine marker and i t s  pur-
pose,  because t h i s  i s  a Vietnamese mine marker t h a t  you ' re  
t a l k i n g  about ,  i s n ' t  i t ?  

! 

A. Right ,  i t ' s  an enemy mine marker. 

Q- A 1 1  r i g h t .  What does it look l i k e ?  What does it 
c o n s i s t  o f ?  ' 

A. I t ' s  a  whole bunch of  pebbles i n  a  l i t t l e  c i r c l e ,  
s o r t  of b u i l t - u p  i n  a l i t t l e  pyramid. I t  only s tood  about 3 
o r  4 inches high.  It  i s  geometr ical ly  cons t ruc ted ,  j u s t  l i k e  
a  cone. 

a ,  Did you s e e  t h i s  marker before  o r  a f t e r  Lieutenant  
COCHRAN h i t  t h a t  mine? 

,A. Before. 

Q. Okay. So you h i t  Route 521 i n  t h e  genera l  v ic in -  
i t y  of t h a t  a rch ,  i s  t h a t  r i g h t ?  

A. Right . 
Q. A t  t h e  time you h i t  t h a t  p o i n t ,  Captain MICHLES 
s a i d  not  t o  go through i t ?  
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A. Right .  Well,  it was r i g h t  t h e r e  by t h e  LZ,  by 
t h e  a r ch .  W e  landed t h e r e  by t h e  a r c h ,  and w e  j u s t  g o t  o f f  
t h e  choppers and we s t a r t e d  moving o v e r  towards k i s  CP group. 
I was on t h e  p o i n t  group, and he  t o l d  us n o t  t o  use t h i s  ma-
j o r  t r a i l  on through t h e  a r c h .  He t o l d  us t o  go around t h e  
t r a i l  and work on up a c r o s s  t h e  r i c e  paddy. 

Q- Do you r e c a l l  i f  t h e r e  was a  b u i l t - u p  a r e a  r i g h t  
by t h e  a rch?  . .  . 

A.  Y e s ,  t h e r e  was. 

Q =  Had you a l r eady  g o t t e n  i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  a t  t h a t  
p o i n t ?  

A. Y e s ,  t h e r e  were some b u i l d i n g s  t h e r e .  They were 
c o n c r e t e  t y p e ,  s t o n e .  

Q* When you went around t h a t  a r c h ,  d i d  you g e t  back 
on 521? 

A. Yes, w e  j u s t  made a b i g  h a l f - c i r c l e  around t h a t  
a rch .  521 went s t r a i g h t  th rough ,  and t h e r e ' s  a j unc t ion ,  a 
t r a i l  j u n c t i o n ,  r i g h t  here .  W e  j u s t  c i r c l e d  around and h i t  
t h i s  o t h e r  t r a i l  and camped a t  521. , 

Q. How f a r  from t h e  t ime you h i t  521, how l o n g  d i d  
it t a k e  you go g e t  t o  t h e  b r idge?  

A .  W e l l ,  i t took us q u i t e  a wh i l e  because we r a n  
i n t o  a l i t t l e  t r o u b l e  on t h e  way. L i e u t e n a n t  COCHRAN g o t  
k i l l e d ,  and w e  came up through t h i s  j unc t ion .  Somebody threw 
a grenade a t  t h e  p o i n t  team, b u t  it d i d n ' t  go o f f .  I t  was 
l a y i n g  over  i n  some t h i c k  b rush ,  w e  were l y i n g  down on t h e  
ground. 

Q e  Where w a s  t h i s  j unc t ion  t h a t  you were t a l k i n g
about?  Can you p i ck  t h i s  o u t  on t h e  photograph? 

A. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  so .  This  i s  t o o  darn  s m a l l ,  t h i s  
photograph (P-168) . 
MR WALSH: T h i s  i s  521 t h a t  goes r i g h t  a c r o s s  h e r e ,  b u t  t h e  
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road t h a t  you have t o  g e t  on comes o u t  t h i s  way. 

A .  Thi s  t r a i l  we w e r e  coming down ends r i g h t  about  
i n  h e r e ,  r i g h t  around t h i s  a r e a .  

Is t h a t  a r e g u l a r  m i l i t a r y  map t h e r e  (MAP-4)? 

COL WILSON: W e l l ,  t h i s  i s  t h e  map here .  I d o n ' t  know i f  i t  
w i l l  h e l p  o r  no t .  This  i s  MAP-4. 

A. One o f  t h e s e  two junc t ions  h e r e .  W e  l anded  some- 
where around h e r e ,  and w e  c i r c l e d  around i n  t h i s  archway h e r e .  

Q =  You g o t  t h i s  grenade b e f o r e  you g o t  o u t  o f  t h i s  
v i l l a g e ,  i s  t h a t  r i g h t ?  

A. Right .  We were j u s t  a t  t h e  t r a i l  j u n c t i o n ,  and 
w e  w e r e  s t a n d i n g  b e s i d e  t h e  s t o n e  b u i l d i n g .  Somebody threw 
t h e  grenad-el and Se rgean t  TITTLE saw it and y e l l e d .  W e  a l l  
g o t  down, b u t  t h e  t h i n g  d i d n ' t  go o f f .  I looked f o r  i t  and 
t h e  brush  was t o o  t h i c k ,  and w e  d i d n ' t  f e e l  l i k e  t ramping 
around i n  t h e r e  anyway. W e  went o u t  and sea rched  some o f  
t h e  b u i l d i n g s ,  l ook ing  f o r  s p i d e r  h o l e s  t o  see i f  w e  cou ld  
f i n d  who threw it. W e  c o u l d n ' t  f i n d  anyone. 

MR WALSH: You d i d n ' t  see i t  u n t i l  TITTLE y e l l e d ?  

A. Y e s .  H e  y e l l e d  and w e  cou ld  h e a r  it h i t ,  and it 
r o l l e d  o f f  i n t o  t h e  brush .  I d i d n ' t  p h y s i c a l l y  s e e  i t ,  b u t  
TITTLE saw it, and he  y e l l e d .  

COL ,WILSON: Did you r e c e i v e  any f i r e  a t  t h a t  t ime? 

A.  Not a t  t h a t  t ime ,  no. 

Q. Then a f t e r ,  you d i d  conduct  a s h o r t  s ea rch?  

A. J u s t  a very  b r i e f  one.  TAYLOR and I went around 
t o  check a few o f  t h e  hootches  around t h e r e .  W e  saw a coup le  
of  l i t t l e  bunkers ,  and we cl imbed down i n  them. No one was i n  
them, s o  w e  went back t o  j o i n  o u r  u n i t ,  Th is  was on down t h e  
t r a i l ,  I guess .  

Q- How f a r  d i d  you go down t h e  t r a i l  b e f o r e  you re-
ce ived  f i r e ?  
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A. Not on t h i s  s i d e  of  t h e  b r idge .  

Q* P-207 and P-206, t h e s e  a r e  a l l e g e d l y  photographs 
of t h e  l and ing  zone which was used t h a t  day. I d o n ' t  know i f  
you recognize t h i s  photography w e l l  enough t o  p l ace  your lo-
c a t i o n  o r  no t .  

A. Not from t h i s  p j c t u r e .  

Q- A l l  r i g h t .  Would you desc r ibe  your movement from 
t h e  t i m e  t h a t  you rece ived  t h i s  grenade u n t i l  you reached t h e  
b r i d g e ,  and what happened when you reached t h e  b r idge?  

A.  W e l l ,  j u s t  p r i o r  t o  g e t t i n g  t o  t h e  b r i d g e ,  t h e  
weapons p l a toon  was t h e r e .  They s e t  up a mortar  t u b e ,  and 
lobbed a few mortar  rounds over  ac ross  t h e  b r idge  i n t o  t h a t  
a rea .  See, t h i s  was t h e  only b r idge  i n t o  t h i s  pen insu la  of 
l and ,  t h i s  i s l a n d  of  land.  The p o i n t  team had t o  go ac ross  
it, w e  d i k n ' t  r e a l l y  warit t o ,  you know, because t h a t ' s  a 
p r e t t y  p i s s  poor p l ace  t o  send anybody anyway. So they lob- 
bed a couple  mortar  rounds ac ross  t h e r e ,  and a t  t h a t  time we 
w e r e  informed t h a t  Lieu tenant  COCHRAN was k i l l e d .  They were 
working on him, b u t  he d ied .  

Q. Did you h e a r  t h e  explos ion?  

A. Y e s .  I t  was very c l o s e .  

Q. D o  you remember your l o c a t i o n  when t h a t  happened? 

A. W e  w e r e  j u s t  b reaking  up on t h e  t r a i l .  

Q. You were j u s t  b reaking  up on t h e  t r a i l ?  

A. Y e s .  The p o i n t  element was j u s t  coming on to  t h e  
t r a i l .  W e  j u s t  h i t  t h e  t r a i l .  

Q. W e l l ,  you h i t  t h e  t r a i l  about 0845  then? T h a t ' s  
when h e  t r i p p e d  t h a t  booby t r a p .  Did you know then t h a t  he 
had been h i t ,  o r  d i d  you know t h i s  l a t e r ?  .. 

A. W e  d i d n ' t  know who had been h i t  a t  t h e  t ime.  We 
d i d n ' t  f i n d  o u t  u n t i l  w e  s topped and were going ac ross  t h e  
b r idge .  A t  t h a t  t i m e ,  w e  were t o l d  t h a t  it was Lieu tenant  
COCHRAN t h a t  was dead. 
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Q; How e f f e c t i v e  was t h e i r  mortar f i r e ?  

A .  P r e t t y  good. 


Q* Did you s e e  t h e  rounds? 


A .  Yes, I could look on through t h e  brush t o  t h e  
r i v e r ,  and 'it was h i t t i n g  r i g h t  around t h e  br idge.  I t  was 
h i t t i n g  anywhere from 50 t o  150 meters from t h e  br idge .  
That was toward t h e  ocean. 

Q- Do you know how many rounds it was? 

A. No, I d o n ' t .  

Q. A l l  r i g h t .  What happened a f t e r  t h e  mortar f i r e ?  

A. Then t h e  mission was changed, and we were t o l d  
t o  des t roy  t h e  v i l l a g e  i n  i t s  e n t i r e t y .  

Q- How d i d  you rece ive  t h i s  word? 

A. I t  was j u s t  pass'ed up from t h e  r e a r .  

Q - By radio?  

A. No. See, we d i d n ' t  have--the p o i n t  men d i d n ' t  
have a radio.  

Q. You got  t h e  word t o  des t roy  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Yes. Now, we were s t i l l  on t h i s  s i d e .  We d i d n ' t  
c ross  t h e  br idge  y e t .  We were approaching t h e  b r idge .  I n  t h e  
same l u l l  when t h e  mortars were f i r i n g ,  we rece ived  word t h a t  
Lieutenant  COCHRAN was dead, and we received word t h a t  t h e  
v i l l a g e  was t o  be destroyed i n  i t s  e n t i r e t y .  

Q- Where was Lieutenant  WILLINGHAM a t  t h i s  time? 

A. I d o n ' t  know. He was somewhere back t h e r e  behind 
us. We d i d n ' t  pay any a t t e n t i o n  t o  where anybody was behind 
us. 

Q. He wasn ' t  up t h e r e  wi th  you? 

A. No. 
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Q =  Where was he usual ly  l o c a t e d ,  t h e  p la toon l e a d e r ,  
between t h e  two squads? 

A. Usually,  yes .  

Q This o rde r  was j u s t  passed up? 

A. Yes. 

Q- What was t h e  i n t e r v a l  between t h e  p o i n t  squad and 
t h e  p o i n t  team? 

. A .  We were a l l  spaced out  about 5 t o  8 meters a p a r t .  
There wasn' t any c l e a r  sepa ra t ion  between t h e  p o i n t  team and 
t h e  p o i n t  squad. 

Q *  There wasn 't ?  

A.  No. We were j u s t  t h e  f i r s t  four  i n  l i n e .  

Q e  You. were followed by t h e  machinegunner? 

A. The machinegun crew, I d o n ' t  know i f  he was 
exac t ly  behind t h e  p o i n t  team o r  n o t ,  because I was r o t a t i n g  
between number one and number two man. But, he was r e a l  
c l o s e  t o  us.  

Q. Well, now, I ' v e  heard t h a t  t h e r e  was a r a d i o  
assigned t o  t h e  p o h t  team t h i s  day, p r imar i ly  because of 
t h e  mission. You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h i s ?  

A. We had l i t t l e  squad r a d i o s ,  t h e s e  l i t t l e  walkie-
t a l k i e s .  We d i d n ' t  have any PRC-25. We never c a r r i e d  one. 

Q. Well, I mean, it wasn ' t  a  member of your p o i n t  
team t h a t  c a r r i e d  it. I t  was an i n d i v i d u a l  t h a t  was placed 
up t h e r e  with you. You d o n ' t  remember i t ?  

A. We d i d n ' t  have one. Being i n  t h e  p o i n t  team, we 
didn 't want a r a d i o  around us.  I t  was bad enough walking 
around wi thout  some guy with a r a d i o  behind -us .  

, . 

Q. So, you were t o l d  t o  des t roy  t h e  v i l l a g e .  What 
a c t i o n  was taken a t  t h a t  time? 

A. The machineguns s e t  up on t h i s  s i d e  of t h e  b r idge ,  
because w e  had t o  go across  t h e  b r idge ,  you s e e .  
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Q - Y e s .  

A. SO, t h e  p o i n t  team went a c r o s s  t h e  br idge--wel l ,  
Lar ry  and I went a c r o s s ,  checked it o u t ,  you know, f o r  mines 
and s t u f f  through t h e  area. W e  g o t  o v e r ,  then  B. J. came over .  
Then t h e  p l a toon  s t a r t e d  coming over .  

Q- B. J. i s  Beverly? 

A. Y e s ,  Bever ly .  Then w e  r ece ived  f i r e .  

Q.  A f t e r  you were completely on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e ?  

A. Y e s ,  a f t e r  w e  were complete ly  on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e .  

Q. Now, do you r e c a l l  b e f o r e  you moved a c r o s s  
whether t h e  two squads fo l lowing  you moved up i n t o  p o s i t i o n  
on each s i d e  of  t h e  b r i d g e ,  t h e  n o r t h  and t h e  sou th  s i d e  
of t h e  b r i d g e ?  

A. They c o u l d n ' t  move t o o  f a r  sou th  because t h e  brush  
was t h i c k ,  b u t  n o r t h  t hey  could because t h e  t r a i l  r a n  r i g h t  
a long  t h e  r i v e r .  A t  t h i s  p o i n t  t h e  t r a i l  s o r t  o f  meandered 
on around and fol lowed t h e  r i v e r .  I c a n ' t  remember, I t h i n k  
about 3 0 ' o r  40  meters. 

Q- This  i s  a b e t t e r  photograph,  (P-217) and t h e  photo- 
graphy i s  ve ry  r e c e n t .  I t  won ' t  show anyth ing  t h e r e .  This  
i s  t h e  br idge :  Now, j u s t  t o  t r y  t o  b r i n g  y o u r s e l f  i n t o  t h e  
p i c t u r e  on t h i s  photograph,  and p o s s i b l y  it might be b e t t e r  
t o  use t h e  map h e r e .  See t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  t e x t u r e  on t h i s ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  T h a t ' s  r i g h t  h e r e .  

(COL WILSON cont inued  wi th  w i th  t h e  map-photo 
o r i e n t a t i o n .  ) 

Q. Now, what w e  w e r e  t a l k i n g  about ,  t h i s  i s  about  
1 inch  t o  about  50 meters. .. 
A .  Yes. 

Q- We were t a l k i n g  about t h e  p l a toon  h i t t i n g  t h e  
t r a i l  and going down. W e ' l l  s t a r t  t h i s  r i g h t  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g  
t h e  b r i d g e ) .  You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  two squads moving up on 
e i t h e r  s i d e  of  t h e  b r idge?  
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A. No, I d o n ' t .  I know t h e  machinegun crew moved 
up on t h i s  s i d e  ( i n d i c a t i n g  sou th  of  t h e  b r i d g e ) .  

MR WALSH: W e l l ,  t h i s  i s  probably w e t t e r  than  a t  t h e  t ime 
t h a t  you were o p e r a t i n g  because t h i s  photograph was taken  i n  
t h e  r a i n y  season ,  and by March i t  had d r i e d  o u t  a l o t .  

A. Righ t ,  i t  w a s  s t i l l  p r e t t y  muddy a l l  through t h i s  
a r ea .  

COL WILSON: Now, we're p u t t i n g  t h e  approximate l o c a t i o n  o f  
t h e  machinegun h e r e .  Whose gun w a s  t h a t ,  do you know? 

A. I b e l i e v e  t h a t  was MILUS' gun. 

Q. Okay. Do you r e c a l l  how f a r  back from t h e  
b r idge  it was when you g o t  t h i s  handgrenade? I b e l i e v e  
it w a s  o f f  t h i s  photograph.  

A. I t h i n k  it was, t oo .  I t h i n k  it w a s  r i g h t  a f t e r  
we h i t  t h i s .  t r a i l  j unc t ion .  

Q Okay, w e '  11 s t a r t  r i g h t  down h e r e  t hen .  Now, t h i s  
i s  MILUS' gun, r i g h t ,  h i s  M-60? 

A. R igh t ,  h i s  M-60. 

Q- They moved i n t o  p o s i t i o n  b e f o r e  you c ros sed?  

A. R igh t .  

Q. Who moved it i n t o  p o s i t i o n ?  

I d o n ' t  remember who. 

Q. A l l  r i g h t .  When they  w e r e  i n  p o s i t i o n ,  what 
happened? 

A. W e l l ,  it w a s  i n  p o s i t i o n .  I f o r g e t  i f  "Lar" 
went a c r o s s  f i rs t  of I d id ,  b u t  one of us went a c r o s s  and t h e  
o t h e r  fol lowed about  30 meters  behind.  There w a s n ' t  any more 
than  two o f  us on t h e  b r idge  a t  a t ime.  When "Larl '  and I 
go t  over  h e r e ,  w e  checked t h i s  a r e a  o u t .  I t ' s  r e a l  sandy 
r i g h t  h e r e  on t h e  b r i d g e ,  and once you g e t  back t h i s  way i t ' s  
real  muddy, s o  w e  j u s t  s o r t  of checked around t h i s  r e a l  sandy 
a r e a  f o r  mines. We poked through t h e  sand and l i k e  t h a t .  
W e  moved o u t  up t o  t h i s  a r e a  r i g h t  h e r e ,  and t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  
p o i n t  team g o t  a c r o s s .  
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Q. Okay, and then  where do you t h i n k  t h e  mor ta r  
c o n c e n t r a t i o n  landed? . . 

A. Right  i n  through t h i s  a r e a  ( i n d i c a t i n g  d i r e c t l y  
e a s t  of  t h e  b r i d g e ) .  

Q. Right  ove r  i n  he re?  

A. Right .  

Q. You d o n ' t  remember how many rounds? 

A. No, I d o n ' t .  

Q - I ' m  going t o  g i v e  you a squad d e s i g n a t i o n ,  
s i n c e  y o u ' r e  such an odd u n i t .  You moved r i g h t  a c r o s s  
and you searched  o u t  t h i s  immediate a r e a  r i g h t  he re?  

A. Right.  

Q. Okay. How long  d i d  t h a t  t a k e ?  

A. I t  took  us about  5 minutes a t  l e a s t .  "Lar" 
and I s p e n t  about  5 minutes t h e r e .  

Q. This  i s  g e t t i n g  ahead i f  it now, b u t  I want t o  
be  s u r e  I d o n ' t  f o r g e t  it. Did you by any chance s e a r c h  
t h a t  p i e c e  o f  ground where TAYLOR h i t  t h e  mine t h e  n e x t  
day ? 

A. Yes, w e  d i d .  I n  f a c t ,  where he  h i t  t h e  mine w a s  
r i g h t  i n  f r o n t  o f  t h e  b r i d g e .  That  mine was p l a n t e d  t h a t  
n i g h t .  

Q - When you made your  s e a r c h  f o r  that - -oh,  one o t h e r  
q u e s t i o n .  Was t h e r e  p r e p a r a t o r y  machinegun f i r e  p r i o r  t o  
c r o s s i n g  t h a t  b r i d g e ?  

A. No. 


a- The gun was n o t  f i r e d ?  


A. No, it w a s n ' t .  

Q.  The p o i n t  squad c ros sed ,  and then  you s a i d  t h e  
o t h e r  squad c ros sed  a f t e r  you made your  s ea rch?  
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A. 	 Right .  

Q. 	 Then what happened? 

A. 	 Then w e  recel.ved f i r e  from t h i s  a r e a  i n  h e r e  
( i n d i c a t i n g  d i r e c t l y  a c r o s s  t h e  b r i d g e )  . 
Q. 	 Well,  when you a r e  d e s c r i b i n g  t h i s  a r e a  i n  h e r e ,  
you are d e s c r i b i n g  a p i e c e  of area. What was t h a t ?  We're 
looking  a t  i t  now and t h e r e  I s  n o t h i n g  t h e r e ,  b u t  what was i t ?  

A. I t  was a  bunker complex t h a t  w e  t a l k e d  about ,  and 
t h e r e  were hootches  t h e r e .  f 

MR WALSH: L e t  me ask a q u e s t i o n .  The o t h e r  s i d e  o f  t h i s  
t r a i l  r i g h t  o f f  t h e  b r i d g e  went up and maybe curved t o  t h e  
n o r t h  a l i t t l e  b i t .  Then b e f o r e  you g e t  t o  t h e  h igh  ground 
h e r e ,  it tu rned  and went sou th .  Do you remember how t h a t  went? 

A. Maybe t h e r e  was ano the r  branch go ing  n o r t h .  The 
way it went was on5 t r a i l  went on up h i g h ,  and t h e r s  i s  ano the r  
t r a i l  r i g h t  h e r e  t h a t  s t a y e d  c l o s e  t o  t h e  w a t e r  and went down 
through h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g  sou th )  . There was ano the r  v i l l a g e  
a r e a  o f f  i n  t h e r e .  

Q- Why don'  t w e  draw t h a t  i n .  

COL WILSON: Y e s ,  we  can do t h a t  w i t h  p e n c i l .  That  shows up 
p r e t t y  w e l l .  

Now, w i l l  you draw on t h e r e  where you t h i n k  t h a t  
t r a i l  went up and came down? 

(The wi tnes s  d i d  as r eques t ed . )  

A. One went up through h e r e ,  and t h e  o t h e r  went around 
down through h e r e .  That  t r a i l  s t a y e d  a long  t h e  r i v e r  t h e r e  
a l l  t h e  way, and t h i s  t r a i l  o v e r  h e r e  s t a y e d  h e r e .  They a lmos t  
r a n  p a r a l l e l  w i t h  each o t h e r  a l l  t h e  way o v e r  down t o  h e r e .  
There w a s  a n o t h e r  t r a i l  r i g h t  around i n  he re  t o o .  It s t a y e d  
a long  t h e  water ( i n d i c a t i n g  n o r t h ) .  Around t h i s  a r e a  i t  was 
real  marshy. And, i t  s t a y e d  away from t h e  waters edge up u n t i l - -  

MR WALSH: ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Well,  i t  d o e s n ' t  show on t h a t  (MAP-4) . 
A. W e l l ,  t h ey  h a v e n ' t  g o t  a l l  t h e  b r i d g e s  he re .  

There were f o u r  b r i d g e s ,  I b e l i e v e .  But ,  it s t a y e d  away from 
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t h i s  marshy a r e a  u n t i l  on about  h e r e .  Then i t  g e t s  back a long  
t h e  r i v e r  aga in .  Th i s  o t h e r  t r a i l  comes down h e r e  (P-217) . 
COL WILSON: Now, when you c l e a r e d  t h i s  a r e a ,  d i d  you move 
o u t ' b e f o r e  t h e  e n t i r e  1st  P la toon  came a c r o s s ,  o r  d i d  you 
w a i t  f o r  them t o  c r o s s ?  

A .  Before  w e . . . .  

Q. Before  you s t a r t e d  moving i n ,  when you l e f t  t h e  
b r i d g e  a r ea .  

A. You mean when w e  r ece ived  f i r e ?  

Q- Yes. 

A. No, w e  s t a r t e d  moving i n  because w e  had t o  g i v e  
them room t o  move a c r o s s .  This  w a s n ' t  a  very good p o s i t i o n  
f o r  them t o  be  i n  on t h e  b r idge .  So we j u s t  moved i n ,  
d i s cha rg ing  o u r  weapons and going t o  t h e  bunker complex t h a t  
was on t h e  way. 

Q- L e t  me ask you t h i s .  Now, where d i d  you say  t h e  
f i r e  came from? 

A. I t  j u s t  came from t h i s  a r e a  g e n e r a l l y  ( i n d i c a t i n g  
d i r e c t l y  o f f  t h e  b r i d g e  and t o  t h e  r i g h t ) .  W e  c o u l d n ' t  
p r e c i s e l y  p i n p o i n t  it. 

Q. Was t h i s  a v i l l a g e ,  o r  what was i t ?  

A. It w a s  a v i l l a g e  t y p e .  area, y e s .  

Q *  Coxld you give me a g e n e r a l  idea  how l a r g e  t h i s  
v i l l a g e  was from an a r e a  s t a n d p o i n t ,  keeping i n  mind what w e  
t a l k e d  about ,  t h a t  1 inch  e q u a l s  about  50 meters?  How long  
was t h a t  b r i d g e ,  do you remember? 

A. I t  d i d n ' t  seem ve ry  long.  I t h i n k  it seemed 
longe r  because I had t o  walk a c r o s s  it. They always s e e m  
a l i t t l e  b i t  l o n g e r  t h a t  way. I b e l i e v e  it was about  
c l o s e  t o  2 0  mete rs  a c r o s s .  

a.  Using a b a s i s  of  about  1 inch  e q u a l s  about  50 
meters ,  what do you t h i n k  t h e  s i z e  o f  t h i s  complex w a s  t h a t  
you r e c e i v e d  t h e  f i r e  from? Did i t  ex tend  from water t o  
w a t e r ,  o r  w a s  i t  i n s i d e  o f  t h i s  t r a i l  complex? 
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A. I t  was a lmost  i n s i d e  t h e  t r a i l  complex. These 
t ra i l s  h e r e  w e r e  more o r  less t h e  o u t s k i r t s  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e  
a r ea  because t h i s  i s  a l l  h igh  ground he re .  I t ' s  a l i t t l e  
r i d g e .  I n  f a c t ,  you c a n ' t  s e e  t h e  v i l l a g e  when y o u ' r e  he re .  
When y o u ' r e  h e r e ,  you c a n ' t  s e e  t h e  ocean i n  most s p o t s .  I n  
a r e a s  down h e r e  you can.  But,  t h i s  i s  a l l  h igh  ground he re .  
(The w i t n e s s  r e f l e c t e d  t h a t  t h e  a r e a  running p a r a l l e l  t o  t h e  
beach on t h e  ocean was high ground, b u t  f u r t h e r  sou th  it w a s  
l e v e l . )  The v i l l a g e  was concen t r a t ed  down i n  t h i s  a r e a .  
This t r a i l  h e r e  was real c l o s e  t o  t h e  water. I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  
t h e r e  w e r e  hootches  on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of  t h e  t r a i l ,  on t h i s  
water s i d e  ( t h e  wes te rn  t r a i l ) .  

Q- Where do  you t h i n k  t h e  v i l l a g e  extended down t o ?  

A. This  i s  s o r t  of s t r a n g e .  I t  s o r t  o f  t a p e r e d  o f f  
r i g h t  a long  t h i s  area. T h e r e ' s  a couple  o f  hootches  h e r e  and 
t h e r e  i n  t h i s  area. Then they  have a n o t h e r  r e a l  b i g  a r e a  
down i n  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g  t h e  s o u t h e r n  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e  
and southward) . There i s  an o l d ,  d e s e r t z d  a r e a  down he re .  
There 's  j u s t  a f e w  hootches  spaced o u t  i n  t h i s  h e r e .  

MR WALSH: L e t  me ask a q u e s t i o n .  W e  have had tes t imony 
from people  who remember t h e r e  b e i n g  hootches  on t h e  s i d e  
of t h i s  h i l l  t h a t  went up, j u s t  b e f o r e  you came t o  t h e  beach.  
That would be on t h a t  s i d e  of t h e  t r a i l  ( i n d i c a t i n g  west  
of t h e  wes t e rn  t r a i l ) .  Do you remember t h a t ?  

A. Y e s ,  t h e r e  were a few. Not t o o  many t h e r e  I 
th ink .  

Q W e l l ,  w h i l e  you moved o u t  a f t e r  you r e c e i v e d  
t h e  f i r e ,  d i d  you move o u t  a long  t h i s  t r a i l  o r  t h i s  t r a i l  
( i n d i c a t i n g  east and wes t  t r a i l s ,  r e s p e c t i v e l y )  ? 

A. W e  went a long  t h i s  t r a i l  ( i n d i c a t i n g  e a s t  t r a i l ) .  

Q. T h a t ' s  what people  have i n d i c a t e d ,  t h a t  people  were 
on bo th  s i d e s  o f  t h e  t r a i l .  They i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  were 
hootches on bo th  s i d e s  of t h e  t r a i l .  

COL 'WILSON: So, you came a c r o s s  and fol lowed t h i s  t r a i l  he re?  

A. Y e s .  

Q s  Then it s t a r t e d  head ing  sou th?  
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A. Yes. 

Q Now, what occur red  a t  t h i s  p o i n t ?  Did anyth ing
happen a t  t h i s  a r e a ?  

A. . Y e s ,  s ir ,  a f i r e  f i g h t .  

Q NOW, I want you t o  d e s c r i b e  t h a t  f i r e  f i g h t .  Where 
w a s  t h e  machinegun? Was t h e  machinegun s t i l l  back h e r e  on 
t h i s  s i d e  of  t h e  b r i d g e ?  

A. No, t h e  machinegun--we had t h e  machinegun c r o s s ,  
and I d o n ' t  know which one i t  was, b u t  I remember we had a 
machinegun e i t h e r  beh ind  us o r  r i g h t  'a longside us .  I d o n ' t  
remember e x a c t l y  which crew it w a s .  

Q- So, t h a t  machinegun probably moved ove r  b e f o r e  
t h e  f i r s t  squad d i d .  

A. H e  might have.  I t ' s  e n t i r e l y  p o s s i b l e ,  because 
I t h i n k  h i s  on ly  purpose was t o  g e t  t h e  f o u r  o f  us a c r o s s .  

Q- . Where d i d  he go i n t o  p o s i t i o n ?  

A. I d o n ' t  even know, because t h i n g s  a r e  s o  con fus ing  
once t h e  s h o o t i n g  s tar ts .  People a r e  running  around,  y e l l i n g  
and h o l l e r i n g .  

Q e  W e l l ,  you g o t  f i r e  from t h i s  a r e a ,  and you s t i l l  
moved o u t  t h i s  t r a i l ?  Were you moving under f i r e  when you 
moved a c r o s s  t h e  t r a i l ?  

A. Y e s ,  w e  thought  we r ece ived  f i r e  from a bunker 
r i g h t  h e r e ,  s o  we threw some TNT t h a t  had grenade f u s e s  i n  
it. I believe--what a r e  t h e  long  ones?  

Q. Two pounds. Well ,  you were u s ing  composit ion C.  

A. No. The TNT had t h e  s h o r t  b locks  and t h e  long  
b locks .  

Q. Two pounds, 

A. Okay. W e  used t h e  long  b locks  w i t h  a grenade f u s e .  
There w a s  ano the r  one up h e r e ,  s o  we j u s t  l eapf rogged  on up 
he re  j u s t  c l e a r i n g  t h e s e  bunkers ( i n d i c a t i n g  i n  an e a s t e r l y  
d i r e c t i o n )  s o  w e  cou ld  move up he re  and g e t  everybody e l s e  on 
ac ros s .  
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Q. This w a s  t h e  bunker t h a t  you t a l k e d  about r i g h t  
here? 

, 

A. Yes, t h e  bunker r i g h t  a f t e r  you c ross  t h e  b r idge .  

Q e  You th ink  t h a t ' s  where t h e  f i r e  came from? 

A. We thought it was a t  t h e  time. We thought t h i s  
was where some of t h e  f i r e  was coming from. 

Q- Did it work ou t  t h a t  way, o r  do you know? 

A. W e  d o n ' t  r e a l l y  know, because two pounds blew 
t h e  roof o f f  t h e  bunker and it col lapsed .  So, we d i d n ' t  
f i n d  ou t .  

Q- A f t e r  you demolished t h i s  bunker, d i d  you s t i l l  
rece ive  f i r e ?  

A. Yes, we rece ived  f i r e  f o r  some time. 

Q. And you continued t o  move? 

A. Up t o  about t h i s  p o i n t  he re  ( i n d i c a t i n g  the  bend 
i n  t h e  t r a i l ) .  I ' m  n o t  c e r t a i n .  

Q. Where was t h e  f i r e  coming from a f t e r  t h e  bunker 
was knocked out?  

A. W e  c o u l d n ' t  r e a l l y  t e l l .  There was s o  much 
confusion going on and everyth ing .  

a - The machinegun was f i r i n g ,  b u t  you d o n ' t  know 
where t h e  p o s i t i o n  was? 

A. Not e x a c t l y ,  no, sir.  He was e i t h e r  behind me o r  
o f f  t o  t h e  s i d e  o f  me. 

Q- Do you know what t h e  o t h e r  squad was doing a f t e r  
they crossed  t h e  br idge?  

A. No. 

Q =  A f t e r  you moved up toward t h e  edge of  the  v i l l a g e  
up h e r e ,  had t h e  f i r i n g  stopped? 
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A. A f t e r  a p e r i o d  of t ime ,  t h e  f i r i n g  s topped ,  y e s .  
The f i r i n g  had ceased .  I d o n ' t  know where we were,  b u t  we , 

were around t h e r e  someplace ( i n d i c a t i n g  t h e  whole v i l l a g e ) .  
I b e l i e v e  L i e u t e n a n t  WILLINGHAM o r  somebody s t a r t e d  y e l l i n g ,  
"Hold your  f i r e .  " W e  s topped  f i r i n g .  Then t h i n g s  were r e a l  
q u i e t .  This  was a t o y  o f  t h e i r s .  You know, t h e i r  weapons 
have a d i s t i n c t  sound. You know, l i k e  t h e  o l d  M - 1  c a r b i n e .  
Lo t s  of t imes  if you s t o p  f i r i n g  and you a r e  r e a l  q u i e t ,  t h e y ' r e  
r e a l  q u i e t .  Then you f i r e  a couple  rounds and they  s t a r t  
s h o o t i n g .  I t ' s  t h e i r  l i t t l e  game they  p layed  wi th  them i n  
t h a t  whole a r e a  t h e  e n t i r e  yea r .  So we s topped and t h i n g s  
were r e a l l y  q u i e t .  We j u s t  w a i t e d ,  and we d i d n ' t  r e c e i v e  any 
f i r e  a f t e r  t h a t  u n t i l  l a t e r  on t h a t  a f t e rnoon  which was j u s t  
a few s n i p e r  s h o t s .  

LTC NOLL: Did t h e  machinegun cover  your  throwing t h e  TNT 
i n  t h e  bunkers a s  you r e c a l l ?  

A. No. Tha t  was probably t h e  f i r s t  t h i n g  w e  d i d  
when w e  w e r e  f i r e d  upon, because i t  seemed l i k e  t h e  n o i s e  
w a s  coming from t h i s  a r e a .  This  was done t o  g i v e  us 
enough room t o  g e t  on up h e r e  t o  g e t  t h e  r e s t  of t h e  p l a -
toon  a c r o s s ,  o r  a s  many of  them a c r o s s  a s  p o s s i b l e .  

COL WILSON: Do you t h i n k  t h e  firing s topped  somewhere o u t  
i n  t h i s  a r e a ,  somewhere o u t  i n  he re? ,  

A. R igh t .  I ' m  n o t  p o s i t i v e ,  b u t  I t h i n k  it d i d .  

Q Had you s t a y e d  on t h e  road a l l  t h e  t ime? 

A. I d o n ' t  even remember, because you s t a r t  running 
around and you t r y  t o  f i n d  a t r e e ,  and then  you t r y  t o  f i n d  
one b igge r .  

Q - Before  t h i s  f i r i n g  s topped ,  d i d  you do any s e a r c h i n g
i n  t h e r e ?  

A. N o .  

Q Did you do any more bunker demol i t ion?  

A. You mean d u r i n g  t h i s  t ime? 

Q Y e s ,  b e f o r e  t h e  f i r i n g  s topped? 

A. W e l l ,  y e s ,  t h a t ' s  how we managed t o  move, j u s t  
by d i s c h a r g i n g  ou r  weapons and t h e  use o f  e x p l o s i v e s .  
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Q-	 What was t h e  t a r g e t  of t h e  explos ives?  Was i t  
more bunkers 	o r  what? 

A. 	 Y e s .  

Q. 	 All r i g h t .  When t h e  f i r i n g  s topped,  what happened 
a t  t h a t  time? You s a i d  t h a t  Lieutenant  WILLINGHAM s a i d  t o  
s t o p  f i r i n g ?  

A. Yes, I be l i eve  it was him. He y e l l e d  ou t  t h e  o rde r .  

Q *  You could hea r  t h a t ,  but  you d idn '  t s e e  him? 

A. Well, I d i d n ' t  s e e  him. One person s t a r t s  y e l l i n g  
and t h e  o t h e r ,  and t h a t ' s  how we g e t  t h e  word o u t .  

Q. 	 Do you th ink  it was h i s  voice? 

A. 	 I t h i n k  it was him t h a t  i n i t i a t e d  it. 

Q. 	 When t h e  f i r i n g .  stopped, then  what d i d  you do? 

A. We . s o r t  of l a y  t h e r e  f o r  a whi le ,  and we got  a--
then they had us--

I C :  ( In te rpos ing)  Excuse me. 

(The wi tness  and h i s  counsel confer red . )  

COL WILSON: You could go ou t  i n  t h e  h a l l .  

I C :  J u s t  g ive  me a few minutes he re .  

COL WILSON: 	 Okay. The hear ing  w i l l  r e c e s s .  

(The hea r ing  recessed  a t  1545 hours ,  17 February 
19 70 .) 

(The hear ing  reconvened a t  1550 hours ,  1 7  February 
1970.) 


COL WILSON: 	 The hea r ing  w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  

RCDR : A l l  persons who were p r e s e n t  when t h e  hear ing  r e -
cessed a r e  again p resen t .  
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COL WILSON: A s  I r e c a l l  t h e  s t a t e m e n t ,  t h e  q u e s t i o n  which I 
asked a t  t h e  t i m e  t h a t  we r eces sed  was what happened a f t e r  
t h e  f i r i n g  s topped ,  a f t e r  you ceased f i r e ?  

A. W e l l ,  I ' d  p r e f e r  n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  anyth ing  f u r t h e r .  

Q. Would you answer any q u e s t i o n s  r ega rd ing  f u r t h e r  
movement from your l a s t  l o c a t i o n  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  a f t e r  t h e  
f i r i n g  s topped? 

A. I d i d n ' t  h e a r  what you s a i d .  

Q- W i l l  you answer any q u e s t i o n s  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  
a c t i v i t i e s  t h a t  took p l a c e  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  a f t e r  t h e  f i r i n g  
s topped? 

A.  I ' d  p r e f e r  n o t  t o .  

Q L e t  me ask a couple  o f  q u e s t i o n s ,  and you can 
dec ide  whether you want t o  answer them o r  n o t .  

Were t h e  bunkers i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  des t royed?  

A .  Y e s ,  s i r ,  they  were. 

Q. Were t h e  bunkers  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  f o r t i f i e d ?  

A. Y e s ,  t hey  were. 

Q- I want t o  s e p a r a t e  a  f o r t i f i e d  bunker from 
a family  bunker. What type  of  bunkers w e r e  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A .  The c o n s t r u c t i o n  w a s  very l a r g e ,  very l a r g e  hard-
wood, and t h e r e  was some k ind  of t a c k i n g .  I t  was v e r y  s t u r d y ,  
very  s t u r d y .  

Q Were t h e r e  h u t s  i n  t h i s  v i l l a g e ,  hootches?  

A. Yes, t h e r e  were hootches  i n  t h a t  a r e a .  

Q - How were they  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  bunkers? Were they  
o v e r  t h e  bunkers o r  t o  t h e  s i d e  o f  t h e  bunkers? 

A. They were u s u a l l y ,  I guess ,  t o  t h e  s i d e ,  o r  j u s t  
i n t e r s p e r s e d .  

Q- I n  t h e  s t r o n g  bunkers i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  h e r e ,  d i d  you 
use  e x p l o s i v e s  o r  £ rag  grenades? 
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A. Explosives .  

Q - A s  I r e c a l l ,  you had somewhere around 20 pounds
of exp los ives?  

A. Yes. 

a. Based on t h e  s t r u c t u r e  of  t h e  bunkers you desc r ibed  
t o  m e ,  and t h e  amount of  exp los ives  i t  would t a k e  t o  d e s t r o y  
them, how many bunkers do you t h i n k  you could d e s t r o y  o r  you 
d i d  d e s t r o y  wi th  t h a t  amount of  exp los ives?  

A. Well,  I b e l i e v e  it was about  3 pounds t o  a bunker. 

Q - How much was t h a t ?  

A. 3 pounds p e r  bunker. 

COL W I L S O N :  W e ' l l  t a k e  a s h o r t  r e c e s s .  

(The h e a r i n g  recessed  a t  1553 hours,.  17 February 
1970 .) 

(The hea r ing  reconvened a t  1557 hours ,  17 February 
1970.) 

COL WILSON: The hea r ing  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR : A l l  persons p r e s e n t  when t h e  hea r ing  r ecessed  a r e  
aga in  p r e s e n t  except  M r .  WALSH. 

COL WILSON: Okay. Now, what I was r e a l l y  t r y i n g  t o  determine,  
a c t u a l l y ,  - i s  t o  b u i l d  up t h e  p i c t u r e  o f  what happened i n  t h e  
v i l l a g e .  Now, i f  you used 2 pounds on one o f  those  bunkers-- 
you desc r ibed  a l o g ,  a hardwood l o g  i n  t h e  bunker,  which i s  
about 10 inches  i n  diameter?  

A.. Y e s .  

Q- Now, d i d  you a c t u a l l y ' c a v e  those  bunkers i n  wi th  
t h a t  much demoli t ion? 

A.  Some of them--most of  them t h a t  I n o t i c e d  o r  
remembered would j u s t  c o l l a p s e ,  t h e  t o p  j u s t  f e l l  i n ;  some 
of them t h e  roof j u s t  came o f f .  

Q. Were t h e s e  hootches a temporary type  t h i n g ,  o r  were 
they r e i n f o r c e d ,  rock s t r u c t u r e s ?  
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A. 	 No, t h e y  were s t r aw .  

Q. 	 What w e r e  t hey  made o f ?  

A. Regular  s t r a w  o r  g r a s s  hootches ,  bamboo frames.  

Q- How many hootches  do you e s t i m a t e  were i n  t h e r e ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know. I might s ay  probably a dozen,  o r  
a dozen and one-half .  

Q. 	 Twelve o r  e i g h t e e n ?  

A. 	 Y e s .  

Q. How many bunkers  do  you e s t i m a t e  w e r e  i n  t h i s  area 
he re?  

A. I ' m  n o t  s u r e ,  because I d i d n ' t  s e e  a l l  o f  them o r  
g e t  through t h a t  much o f  t h e  area. I ' d  say  t h e r e  w a s  probably 
10 o r  1 2 .  

Q. I ' m  going t o  o u t l i n e  t h e  a r e a  you d e s c r i b e d  t o  me, 
and watch m e  and s e e  i f  t h i s  i s  c o r r e c t  b e f o r e  I mark it. It 
g e n e r a l l y  r a n  down h e r e  l i k e  t h i s ,  i s  t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. 	 That  w a s  t h e  a r e a .  

Q-	 Well,  I ' m  j u s t  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  a g e n e r a l  i d e a .  

(COL WILSON cont inued  t o  o u t l i n e  on P-168.) 

Genera l ly  l i k e  t h a t ?  

A. 	 Y e s .  

Q. There were about  12 t o  1 4  hootches  i n  t h a t  a r e a ?  
I mean 12 t o  18? 

A. Y e s ,  maybe up t o  20. 

Q- How many bunkers?  

A .  Approximately a dozen from what I cou ld  s e e ,  because 
I d i d n Y  g e t  t o  move a l l  t h e  way through t h i s  v i l l a g e  a r e a  o r  
a l l  around it. I c o u l d n ' t  g i v e  you a r e l i a b l e  e s t i m a t e .  

Q. You a lmos t  had enough demol i t ions  t o  t a k e  c a r e  o f  
t h a t  many bunkers?  

(HOOTON) 	 34 APP T-376 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 




FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


A. W e l l ,  i f  I remember r i g h t ,  some more demol i t i ons  
was brought  i n .  I d o n ' t  know e x a c t l y  who used it o r  how it 
was d i s p e r s e d .  

Q- Thi s  was going t o  be a  q u e s t i o n ,  but s i n c e  you 
brought  it up, do you r e c a l l  a  h e l i c o p t e r  b r i n g i n g  i n  some 
ammo and some demol i t i ons?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  it now. 

Q- Do you r e c a l l  a resupply  o f  demol i t i ons?  

A. No. 

Q- Do you r e c a l l  t h e  p o i n t  group o r  t h e  p o i n t  team 
ask ing  t h a t  grenades  be passed  forward?,  

A. No, I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  we used any grenades  t o  speak 
o f .  

Q* Did you have any CS grenades?  

A. Not t h i s  t ime.  

Q- CN? 

A. No. 

Q. Did you use  t h e  procedure  of  one man p repa r ing  t h e  
charge and l e a v i n g  t h e  charge t h e r e  f o r  a n o t h e r  man t o  come 
i n  and demolish t h e  bunker ,  o r  d i d  you go i n t o  t h e  bunker and 
p l a c e  t h e  charge? What w a s  t h e  method o f  t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  
of t h e  bunkers? 

A. W e  u s u a l l y  j u s t  threw it i n .  Nobody would go i n  
t h a t  I know o f .  

Q. From t h e  p o i n t  t eam's  s t a n d p o i n t ,  was t h i s  
demol i t i on  a l l  by t h e  p o i n t  team, o r  were t h e  o t h e r  squads 
i n  i t ?  

A .  I b e l i e v e  o t h e r  squads  were i n  i t  because they  were 
on back f u r t h e r  and sp read  on through t h e  v i l l a g e .  I b e l i e v e  
second squad s t a y e d  r i g h t  a long  t h i s  a r e a  h e r e ,  r i g h t  a long  
t h e  b r i d g e ,  and more o r  l e s s  s ecu red  t h e  a r e a .  Anyway, t hey  
j u s t  b a r e l y  g o t  a c r o s s  and t h e  f i r e  f i g h t  s t a r t e d .  
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LTC NOLL: Did t h e y  fo l low you a c r o s s  o r  d i d  t h e y  c r o s s  
beh ind  t h e  f i r s t  q u a d ?  

A. I d o n ' t  r ea l l  know because I w a s  f u r t h e r  up, and 
t h e r e  w a s  a l i t t l e  b i t  o f  a c t i o n .  

COL WILSON: Now, the reason  I ask i f  t h e  o t h e r  squads were 
i nvo lved ,  I wonder i f  somebody s a i d :  " A l l  r i g h t .  The f i r s t  ' 

squad t a k e  t h i s  s e c t i o n  t o  t h e  r i g h t ,  and t h e  second squad 
t a k e  t h e  l e f t  and blow up bunkers ."  Did t h e  p o i n t  team 
move o f f  i n  a c e r t a i n  d i r e c t i o n  o r  was it a s s i g n e d  an a r e a  
t o  do t h i s ,  o r  d i d  t h e .  p o i n t  team a l o n e  d e s t r o y  t h e  bunkers .  
I t  would appear  t o  me t h a t  somebody wi th  t h e  p l a t o o n  working 
i n  t h i s  a r e a  has  g o t  t o  s a y ,  "You t a k e  t h i s  a r e a ,  and you t a k e  
t h i s  area." Did everybody j u s t  move ' i n  on t h e i r  own and 
s t a r t  t h e  d e m o l i t i o n s  on t h e  bunkers?. 

"We're going t o  take t h e s e  bunkers  ove r  h e r e , "  o r  anybody 

A. W e l l ,  t h e  f i r s t  squad moved t o  o t h e r  p a r t s  o f  t h e  
v i l l a g e .  I d o n ' t  remember it r i g h t  now. 

Q- Do you remember TITTLE s a y i n g  any th ing  l i k e :  

s a y i n g  t o  you: "You t a k e  t h o s e  bunkers o v e r  t h e r e .  " Was i t  
j u s t  s a i d  t h a t  it w a s  okay t o  s t a r t  t h e  demol i t i on  o f  t h e s e  
bunkers?  

A .  I d o n ' t  remember how it was, a c t u a l l y .  

( M r .  WALSH r e e n t e r e d  t h e  hea r ing . )  

Q. I t  s e e m s  t o  me t h a t  t h e r e  would have t o  be  some 
s o r t  of c o n t r o l .  Okay, l e t  me ask you t h i s .  Before  you 
went up t o  a bunker  and threw t h e  demol i t i on  i n  t h e r e ,  was 
t h e r e  somebody cove r ing  you? You d i d n ' t  work a s  an i n d i v i d u a l ,  
did you? 

A .  ,Ce r t a in ly  no t .  

Did you work i n  p a i r s  o r  i n  l a r g e r  groups? 

A. I b e l i e v e  i n  l a r g e r  groups because o f  t h e  f a c t  
t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  f i r i n g  i n  t h e r e .  We had engaged t h e  enemy, and 
it was s e n s e l e s s  t o  walk around by y o u r s e l f .  

Q- You had demol i t i ons ,  and normally t h e r e  was on ly  
one man blowing a bunker  a t  a t i m e ,  i s  ' t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  
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A. No. I f  I remember r i g h t  t h e r e  was q u i t e  a few 
s e r i e s  of  d i f f e r e n t  explosions.  

Q.  What I meant by t h a t  i s  a s  f a r  a s  t h e  p o i n t  team 
was concerned, c o n s i s t i n g  of  four  men, d i d  they  e v e r  s p l i t  
t o  demolish bunkers,  o r  d i d  t h e  p o i n t  s t a y  toge the r  and 
demolish each bunker t h a t  they came t o ?  

A* I b e l i e v e  we s tayed t o g e t h e r .  I j u s t  d o n ' t  
.remember. About t h e  only t h i n g  I 'remember i s  having--' 

( In te rpos ing)  Having what? 

A. Having dinner .  We stopped f o r  chow. 

Q. This  would have been around noon? 

A. Y e s .  We had chow, and some people came o u t  from 
somewhere. &out  20 o r  30 c i v i l i a n s  just s o r t  of s a t  down o u t  
t h e r e .  You know, they were j u s t  s o r t  of s i t t i n g  around, a few 
women and a few k i d s .  So we s a t  down and had chow, and they 
s o r t  of s a t  t h e r e .  There was a l i t t l e  b i t  of confusion about 
where we w e r e  going t o  go, I remember t h a t .  We d i d n ' t  know 
i f  w e  were going t h i s  way o r  t h a t  way ( i n d i c a t i n g  nor th  and 
s o u t h ) .  TAYLOR and I walked around, and we ran i n t o  t h i s  o l d  
t r a i l  over  here  and walked up it a l i t t l e  ways. 

..Q Do you mean t h e  t r a i l  over by t h e  r i v e r ?  

A. Over by t h e  r i v e r ,  yes .  We walked up he re .  

Q. South? 

A. Yes, south.  We were s t and ing  t h e r e  and we 
seen  t h e  s n i p e r  f i r e .  I t  was about 8 t o  10 f e e t  over  
our  heads and h i t  some limb i n  a t r e e .  We j u s t  s o r t  of 
s tood  t h e r e  because we d i d n ' t  know where t h e  rounds were 
coming from, and we f igured  it  was a s n i p e r .  

Q- Where was t h e  f i r e  coming from? Was it coming
from t h e  e a s t  o r  t h e  west? 

A. Well, i t  was coming from around he re  someplace 
( i n d i c a t i n g  south  of t h e  v i l l a g e ) .  There i s  another  hootch 
up h e r e  ' i n  t h i s  a rea .  
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Q- Is t h i s  p o i n t  r i g h t  h e r e  about  where you r e c e i v e d  
t h e  s n i p e r  f i r e ?  

A. Y e s ,  r i g h t  about  h e r e .  There w a s  a couple  of  
b o a t s  s i t t i n g  o u t  t h e r e ,  and we were l ook ing  a t  t h e  f i s h i n g  
b o a t s ,  

(COL WILSON marked t h e  p o s i t i o n  on P-168.) 

Q- What t i m e  was t h a t ?  

A. I don ' t know. 

Q* W e l l ,  would t h a t  be  around noon, o r  was it a f t e r -
noon? 

A .  It was a f t e r n o o n ,  because we--I b e l i e v e  t h e  p o i n t  
team j u s t  s a t  around about  t h e  same whole a r e a  t h e r e ,  and we 
w e r e  s i t t i n g  around r i g h t  h e r e  e a t i n g  o u r  chow, you know. We 
had a l i t t l e  b i t  o f  C4 t h e r e ,  and w e  cooked some C- ra t ions .  
There w a s  s w e l l  r i g h t  around t h e r e  someplace where we  g o t  
some w a t e r .  There was some people  t h a t  came o u t ;  I don I t  know 
where t hey  came from. Some came from h e r e  and some came from 
h e r e ,  and they  s o r t  o f  grouped up and s a t  down r i g h t  o v e r  
i n  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g  i n  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  c o r n e r  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e ) .  
I t h i n k  somebody came and checked I . D . ' s ,  I ' m  n o t  s u r e .  One 
of  t h e  squad l e a d e r s  checked t h e i r  I . D . ' s  o r  soxe th ing .  We 
j u s t  g lanced  up t h e r e ,  and w e  a t e  chow. 

Q. T h a t ' s  when you moved sou th?  

A. Y e s ,  t h a t ' s  when TAYLOR and I took a walk,  because 
L ieu tenan t  WILLINGHAM thought  we were going t o  move on down 
h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g  s o u t h ) .  

Q *. How many people  were up h e r e ?  

A.  W e l l ,  t h e  whole p l a toon  w a s  up t h e r e .  

Q. You w e r e  t a l k i n g  about t h e  n a t i v e s .  

A. There w a s  about  p robably  30. 

Q- 30? How many? 

A. About 30. 

Q .  They r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  
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Yes, they  s o r t  of came on back t o  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

From where? 

A.  W e l l ,  it looked l i k e  they came from t h i s  s e c t i o n  
here.  

'Q You were po in t ing  t o  t h e  r i v e r  a rea?  

A .  Well, r i g h t  here .  They could have been coming 
from t h i s  a r e a ,  and some of them could have been coming from 
t h e  beach a r e a  too .  They a l l  s o r t  of congregated around here  
( i n d i c a t i n g  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  corner  of  t h e  v i l l a g e )  . 
Q. Where d i d  they congregate? 

A .  Right around t h i s  a r e a ,  r i g h t  around here .  

Q. Up. .i n  t h e  nor th?  

A. Yes, around i n  t h e  nor th .  I b e l i e v e  t h e r e ' s  a 
w e l l  up i n  he re  too .  They were up t h e r e  g e t t i n g  some we l l  
water  and s i t t i n g  around, and I th ink  somebody had some food 
and they were e a t i n g  too .  I t  looked l i k e  somebody stopped 
t h e  war f o r  a minute and t h e r e  was a chow break.  

Q. You say t h a t ' s  about 1300.?, 

A. Yes, r i g h t  around 1300; 1200 t o  1300 i s  about 
t h e  time. 

Q- What d i d  they do? , ,T,hey a t e ?  

Yes, they  s a t  around and a t e  and t a l k e d .  

Q. That was about r i g h t  here? 

A. Yes, I th ink  it was r i g h t  about h e r e .  I know 
they  were a good ways back behind us.  

Q- Now, were these  people searched? 

A.  Yes, w e  searched them f o r  I . D .  I s .  

Q. Did you f i n d  any suspec t s  i n  the re?  

A. No. 
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Q W e l l ,  we ' re  j u s t  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  an i n d i c a t i o n :  
NOW, do you r e c a l l  any th ing  e l s e  t h a t  happened i n  t h a t  
v i l l a g e  about  which you might want t o  make a s t a t emen t?  

A. Nothing. 

Q- I ' v e  g o t  a few q u e s t i o n s  t h a t  I want t o  a sk .  Do 
you know t h a t  w e  had two groups wounded up t h e r e  i n  t h e  o t h e r  
p a r t  of  t h e  company? There was ano the r  group wounded b e s i d e s  
L ieu tenan t  COCHRAN. 

A. Y e s ,  t h e r e  w a s  s e v e r a l  mines t h a t  went . o f f  i n  t h e  
2d P la toon .  

Q. Do you know whether it was planned t h a t  t h e  2d 
P la toon  w a s  supposed t o  sweep My L a i  ( l ) ?  

A .  I d o n ' t  know. d o n ' t  know what t h e i r  r e a l ,p l a n  
w a s ,  o p e r a t i o n a l  p l an .  

Q. Now, t h e  sequence o f  e v e n t s  o f  t h a t  morning w a s  
your  l and ing  a t  8:30, t h e  f i r s t  booby t r a p  t r i p p e d  a t  8: 4 5 ,  
and t h e  n e x t  on t r i p p e d  a t  9:30. This  i s  t h e  sequence o f  
e v e n t s  t h a t  I ' m  g i v i n g  you i n  accordance wi th  t h e  Task Force 
Barker  log.  A t  9 :55, from t h e  1st  P la toon  a r e a ,  B Company 
r e p o r t e d  t o  Task Force Barker  t h a t  12 VC were k i l l e d  o v e r  
t h e r e .  Now, t h a t  was a t  9 :55. Do you know any th ing  about 
t h o s e  1 2 ,  what happened approximately w i t h i n  t h a t  t i m e  
frame, o r  whether  t hey  had anyth ing  t o  do wi th  t h a t  bunker  
complex? 

A. W e l l ,  as a r e s u l t  o f  t h a t  f i r e  f i g h t ,  t h e y  were 
k i l l e d .  

Q - Who counted  them? 

A. I don'  t know. 

Q =  Did anybody i n  t h e  p o i n t  team count  them? 

I don ' t remember. 

Q - A t  1025, and t h i s  w a s  30 minutes l a t e r ,  t h e r e  
were 1 8  VC K I A  r e p o r t e d .  T h a t ' s  a t o t a l  o f  30 a t  about  
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1 0 3 0 .  Do you have any knowledge of  those counts? Do you 
know who repor ted  them, o r  where they came from? 

A .  It was a l l - - the  only knowledge I have i s  t h a t  it 
was a r e s u l t  of t h a t  f i r e  f i g h t .  

a =  Well, I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  o u t  i f  anybody saw any 
bodies .  We have 30 repor ted  s o  f a r .  

I C :  Colonel,  M r .  HOOTON expressed t o  me t h e  wi l l ing-  
ness t o  d i scuss  i n  genera l  what occurred i n  t h e  t ime from 
c ross ing  t h e  br idge  u n t i l  t h e  lunch break,  bu t  he p r e f e r r e d  
no t  t o  g e t  i n t o  t h e  d e t a i l s  of  t h e  f i r e  f i g h t  a long t h e  l i n e  
of t h e  t r a i l  i n  t h e  complex. 

COL WSLSON: Is t h a t  c o r r e c t .  M r .  HOOTON? 
. v 

A. Yes, i t  is .  

Q. Well, whenever you f e e l  t h a t  you want t o  make 

t h i s  s ta tement ,  I would p r e f e r  t h a t  you make it and n o t  

your counsel.  So, whenever you f e e l  l i k e  you don 't want 

t o  answer any ques t ions ,  you t e l l  me. Any time you want 
t o  d i scuss  any ques t ions  with your counse l ,  we w i l l  be glad 
t o  walk o u t  and l e t  you d i s c u s s  it with him. 

(The wi tness  i n d i c a t e d  by an a f f i r m a t i v e  nod.) 

The ques t ion  I ' m  asking would concern p o i n t s  t h a t  
a r e  on t h e  Task Force Barker log ,  and I w i l l  cont inue t o  ask 
ques t ions .  I f  .you d o n ' t  want t o  answer ques t ions ,  say so .  

(The wi tness  i n d i c a t e d  by an a f f i r m a t i v e  nod.) 

A t  1025, t h e r e  i s  t h a t  r e p o r t  of 18 VC KIA, s o  
we ' re  t a l k i n g  about a t o t a l  of 30 now. A t  1045 t h e r e  was 
a r e p o r t  t h a t  t h e r e  were some s t e e l  helmets ,  uniforms, and 
web equipment found. I th ink  t h e r e  were e i g h t  s t e e l  helmets.  
Do you r e c a l l  t h a t ?  

, A. I ' d  r a t h e r  n o t  d i s c u s s  t h a t .  

Q! A t  1420 t h a t  a f te rnoon,  l e t ' s  s e e ,  I ' v e  go t  you-- 
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I know your t iming t h a t  you put  on here i s  an es t ima te .  
Poss ib ly  it would have been b e t t e r  i f  I would have gone 
over  t h e s e  t imes f i r s t ,  bu t  a t  1420 t h a t  a f te rnoon,  t h e r e  
w a s  a r e p o r t  o f  e i g h t  more VC K I A .  T h i s  would have been 
a f t e r  chow i f  t h a t  e n t r y  i s  c o r r e c t .  Do you know anything 
about t h a t ?  

A. I have no knowledge of t h a t .  

Q- Now, I have another  genera l  ques t ion  t h a t  con-
cerns body counts ,  and how they were made. I a m  wondering, 
i n  t h e  1st Platoon i n  B Company, what i s  t h e  b a s i s  f o r  a 
body count? S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  I want t o  know i f  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  
has  t o  s e e  a body f o r  it t o  be an acknowledged k i l l ?  

A. I'd p r e f e r  n o t  t o  answer t h a t .  

a* Are body counts es t imated  i n  t h a t  u n i t ,  o r  were 
they? 

A. I n  s e v e r a l  ins t ances  they were, because our  u n i t  
c o u l d n ' t  g e t  i n t o  t h e  a c t u a l  b a t t l e  a r e a ,  and it was es t ima ted  
by a chopper, by h e l i c o p t e r .  

Q. I n  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  s i t u a t i o n  i n  t h i s  v i l l a g e  ac ross  
t h e  b r idge ,  were t h e  bunkers searched once they were demolish-
e d ,  o r  were they  searched before  they were demolished? 

A. I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  they were searched before .  Af ter -
wards, they were co l l apsed .  

Q Was t h e r e  any at tempt  t o  g e t  anyone out  of t h e  
bunker, who may have been i n  t h e  bunker p r i o r  t o  t h e  use of 
demoli t ions? 

A. I c o u l d n ' t  q u a l i f y  t h a t .  

Q - A t  t h i s  t ime,  t h e  1st Platoon moved nor th  t o  
e s t a b l i s h  a l a a g e r  a r e a  f o r  t h e  n igh t .  Could you t e l l  me 
if you knew whether t h e  company was coming across  t h e  br idge  
t h e  next  day, o r  not?  

A. No. They j u s t  t o l d  us t h a t  we'd be spending 
t h e  n igh t  a lone on t h a t  s i d e  of t h e  br idge .  
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Q. You d i d n ' t  know whether t h e  company was going t o  
c ross  over  t h e  br idge  t h e  next  day? 

A. N O I  we d i d n ' t  know the  next  day u n t i l  t h e  morn- 
ing. 


Q- You d i d n ' t  know i f  your platoon was going back 
across  t h a t  b r idge  t h e  next  day? 

A.  NO, w e  d i d n ' t  know when we would be going back 
across  t h a t  b r idge .  We were hoping we wouldn't  have t o  s e e  
t h a t  br idge  again ,  see ing  it was t h e  only access  t o  t h a t  a rea .  

Q- Do you know when t h e  word w a s  rece ived  t h a t  t h e  
1st Platoon would have t o  secure t h a t  br idge  f o r  t h e  B Company 
cross ing?  

A. I t  was i n  t h e  morning. 

Q- It was i n  t h e  morning? 

A. Yes. . . 

Q- You d i d n ' t  hea r  it t h a t  n igh t?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember hea r ing  i t ,  no. I t  was i n  t h e  
morning. 

Q- Why d i d  t h e  platoon move up t h e r e  f o r  a l aager?  
Why d i d n ' t  they  l a a g e r  a t  t h e  br idge? 

A. ' I d o n ' t  know? Yes, I d i d  know. I t  c o s t  a good 
man his l e g .  It  was a  p r e t t y  s t u p i d  t a c t i c a l  b lunder ,  i n  
my opinion.  

Q- Well, i t  depends upon what was known about t h e  
opera t ion ,  b u t  I c a n tt understand why t h e  br idge  wasn 't 
secured. 

NOW, I understand during t h e  movement up t h e r e ,  
t h a t  t h e r e  was a  Vietnamese woman used a s  p o i n t .  Is t h a t  
c o r r e c t ?  

A. I ' d  p r e f e r  no t  t o  answer t h a t  ques t ion .  
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Q Were t h e r e  any Vietnamese i n  t h e  l a a g e r  a r e a  
t h a t  n i g h t ,  Vietnamese c i v i l i a n s ?  

A. I ' d  p r e f e r  n o t  t o  answer t h a t  q u e s t i o n .  

Q The n e x t  morning--there i s  one o t h e r  s e r i e s  o f  
q u e s t i o n s .  W e  have a r e p o r t  t h a t  between 1600 and 1700 Navy 
s w i f t  b o a t s  b rought  i n  s e v e r a l  sampans t o  t h e  c o a s t a l '  a r e a ,  
r e q u i r i n g  t h e  occupants  t o  disembark,  and they  w e r e  t u r n e d  
o v e r  t o  t h e  1st P la toon  f o r  s e a r c h  and check o f  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n .  
Do you recal l  t h i s ?  

A.  I d o n ' t  remember i f  it was t h a t  day o r  t h e  nex t .  

Q W e l l ,  i t  w a s  r e p o r t e d  a s  having happened t h a t  day.
According t o  t h e  Navy r e p o r t ,  it w a s  s i x  sampans. 

A.  There  were some sampans. Some were checked. I 
c a n ' t  remember now i f - - I  d i d n ' t  do any o f  t h e  s e a r c h i n g ,  
b u t  I c a n ' t  remember i f  w e  l e t  them a l l  go,  o r  i f  a chopper 
p i cked  them up, o r  what. I t  was e i t h e r  one of  t h e  two. They 
e i t h e r  went back o u t  t o  s e a  o r  a chopper p icked  them up. But 
I d o n ' t  remember, because I d i d n ' t  s e a r c h  them. 

Q: Did you see a Vietnamese i n t e r p r e t e r  come he re?  

A .  Not t h i s  day.  

Q You d i d n ' t  see him whi l e  t h e s e  people  were be ing  
ques t ioned?  

A .  Not t h i s  day,  no. 

Q 0 Did you g e t  a h o t  m e a l  t h a t  n i g h t ?  

A. Tha t  n i g h t ,  n o .  

Q. Were t h e r e  any s t r a n g e r s  i n  t h e  l a a g e r  a r e a  t h a t  
n i g h t ?  I mean American o r  Vietnamese m i l i t a r y  o r  o t h e r  t han  
B Company? 

A .  I d o n s t  remember any i n t e r p r e t e r s  o r  ARVN's  b e i n g  
w i t h  us t h a t  n i g h t .  
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Q- A1L r i g h t .  The next  day, you s t a r t e d  your move- 
ment back t o  t h e  br idge .  Had you rece ived  o rde r s  t h a t  morning 
t o  proceed back t o  t h a t  br idge?  

A. Y e s .  

a- Do you r e c a l l  how t h i s  o rde r  came ou t?  Did it 

come over  t h e  r ad io?  


A .  Yes, it came over  t h e  r ad io .  

Q* Did Lieutenant  WILLINGHAM c a l l  a meeting t h a t  

morning t o  d i s c u s s  what was going t o  happen t h a t  day, o r  do 

you know? 


I d o n ' t  remember. 

Q- So you a l l  saddled up and s t a r t e d  moving south ,  

and you were once mare on t h e  po in t?  


A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q. Who w a s  on t h e  po in t?  Was it you, TAYLOR, and 

TITTLE? 


A. I b e l i e v e  TAYLOR was. 

Q. Once again,  d i d  he have a Vietnamese l ead ing  t h e  

poin t? 
. . 

A. I ' d p r e f e r  n o t  t o  answer t h a t  ques t ion .  

Q. On moving south ,  a s  they approached t h e  b r idge ,  

how d i d  TAYLOR determine o r  d i d  he determine t h a t  t h e r e  was 

a mine t h a t  had been placed t h e r e .  


A. W e  had gone down t o  t h e  b r idge ,  and he stopped. 

Larry and I stopped and had a c i g a r e t t e  and t a l k e d  it  over ,  

and f igured  t h a t  s i n c e  we l e f t  t h a t  br idge  unoccupied a l l  

n igh t  long,  and see ing  t h a t  it was t h e  only means of access 

t o  t h a t  a r e a ,  and see ing  t h a t  t h e  enemy was s t i l l  around 

and they knew damn good and we l l  t h a t  we had t o  c ross  i t ,  

it was probably mined. I t ' s  a normal assumption i n  t h a t  

a rea .  
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Q So you became very c a u t i o u s  when you came t o  t h a t  
b r i d g e ?  

A .  W e l l ,  y e s .  W e  were t o l d  t h a t  w e  had t o  check t h a t  
b r i d g e  o u t  because t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  company w a s  coming a c r o s s .  

Q How w a s  t h i s  done? 

A .  J u s t  a bayonet  probe i n  t h e  sand.  I t  w a s  a r e a l  
sandy a r e a ,  i d e a l  f o r  mines. They could  be concea led  real  
e a s i l y .  

Q *  Did you s e e  t h e  mine t h a t  TAYLOR s t epped  on? 

A. N o .  Only t h e  exp los ion .  

Q- How f a r  were you from TAYLOR? 

A. App,roximately 4 t o  5 meters .  

Q. Did TAYLOR say  anyth ing  about s e e i n g  t h e  mine be-
f o r e  he  s t epped  on i t ?  

A .  Y e s .  H e  s a i d  he  n o t i c e d  it. I guess  from t h e  
sand ,  he  j u s t  c o u l d n ' t  g e t  away from it, I t  w a s  one o f  t h o s e  
box type  t h i n g s  he was t e l l i n g  me. He j u s t  s t a r t e d  s l i d i n g  
down i n t o  t h e  box. Once t h a t  happens,  t h e r e a s  a coup le  l i t t l e  
p i e c e s  of c a t g u t  i n  t h e r e ,  and you c rush  your  f o o t  on t h i s  
c a t g u t ,  and t h e  p r e s s u r e  o f  your  f o o t  on t h i s  c a t g u t  u s a l l y  
p u l l s  a s t r a i g h t  p i n  o u t  o f  a f i r i n g  dev ice .  W e l l ,  h e  s tepped  
on two mines b e f o r e  j u s t  l i k e  t h a t  and they  d i d n ' t  go o f f .  
W e  dug them up and examined them t o  f i n d  o u t  how t h e y  work. 
I t  i s  a popu lz r  rcine i n  t h a t  area, especially i f  it was sandy 
t e r r a i n .  

Q. BOX mine? 

A .  Yes. You know, l i k e  a 2-gal lon can.  You c u t  
t h e  t o p  of i t  o f f ,  and l a y  it down f l a t .  Take t h e  t o p  o f  it 
o f f  and run  two p i e c e s  o f  c a t g u t  through it. Pu t  t h e  t o p  back 
on it, s o  when t h e r e  i s  p r e s s u r e  on it t h e  t o p  w i l l  f a l l  and 
h i t  t h e  c a t g u t  and p u l l  t h e  p i n  o u t  of t h e  s t r i k e r .  u s u a l l y  
they  f i n d  an o l d  smoke grenade and t a k e  t h e  s t r i k e r  o u t  o f  
t h a t ,  and knock t h e  pr imer  o u t  o f  a r i f l e  round and p u t  a new 
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primer i n  t h e  s t r i k e r ,  f i x  a b l a s t i n g  cap t o  i t  and use what- 
eve r  explos ive  they  can f ind .  You use a dud round o r  a block 
of TNT o r  whatever you come up wi th .  

Q- Well, we've had s e v e r a l  s t o r i e s  on t h i s  i n c i d e n t  
as  t o  how it happened. Some people say he was probing; some 
people say he had a l ready found one mine and was at tempting 
t o  disarm it, and stepped on another  one. W e  've had a l o t  
of s t o r i e s  on it. 

A. There was only one mine. He r e a l i z e d  it was t h e r e ,  
bu t  he couldn ' t g e t  away from it. 

Q -. Was he  s l i d i n g ?  

A.  No, n o t  when he found it. The t o p  co l l apsed .  
T h a t ' s  what I guess happened. He was poking around and found 
it.' The t o p  was a l ready c o l l a p s i n g ,  and t h e  sand was pouring 
i n  it f o r c i n g  t h e  top  down t o  de tonate  the  n ine  as  he was 
t r y i n g  t o  g e t  away from it, t r y i n g  t o  backpeddle away. 

Q. It wasn ' t  h i s  f o o t ,  t hen ,  t h a t  brushed i n t o  t h e  
mine? 

A. I d o n ' t  r e a l l y  th ink  i t  w a s .  I f  it was, it might 
have been more s e r i o u s .  

0. But it d i d  blow h i s  f o o t  o f f ?  

A. Yes. 

Q- W e  have a l s o  been t o l d  t h a t  h i s  weapon was a l l  
mangled? 

A. Yes, t h e  t h i n g  was j u s t  completely blown away. 

I t h i n k  h i s  weapon might have taken most of t h e  b l a s t .  They 

c o u l d n ' t  even- f i n d  s e v e r a l  p a r t s  of it. 


Q- Where e l s e  was he wounded bes ides  h i s  f o o t ?  

A. I n  t h e  knee and on t h e  forehead. I patched up ' 

h i s  . forehead,  and t h e  medic patched u'p h i s  . f o o t .  

Q e  There is  no ques t ion  i n  your mind t h a t  t h i s  ex-
p l o s i v e  was p laced  t h e r e  t h e  n i g h t  of t h e  16th? 
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A. Right ,  because we thoroughly checked t h a t  b r i d g e  
t h a t  day. 

Q. How f a r  w a s  t h i s  mine from t h e  end o f  t h e  b r idge?  

A. W e l l ,  about  5 meters  from t h e  end o f  t h e  b r i d g e ,  
r i g h t  i n  l i n e  w i t h  t h e  b r i d g e  on t h e  t r a i l .  

Q. On t h e  t r a i l ?  

A. Right .  T h a t ' s  why we more o r  l e s s  determined it 
w a s n ' t  t h e r e  t h e  day b e f o r e ,  because they  j u s t  don ' t  p l a n t  no  
mines i n  t h e  t r a i l  u n l e s s  t hey  know t h a t  we ' re  going t o  go 
through t h e r e  b e f o r e  any people  w i l l ,  b e fo re  any o t h e r  V i e t -
namese go through t h e r e .  

Q. P r i o r  t o  t h e  t ime t h e  mine was h i t ,  had you re-
ce ived  any enemy f i r e  b e f o r e  t h a t ?  

A. Not t h a t  day,  no. 

Q- A f t e r  t h e  mine was h i t ,  w a s  t h e r e  any enemy f i r e ?  

A. Yes, s i r ,  t h e r e  w a s .  We had j u s t  g o t t e n  La r ry  
pa tched  up and g o t  him on t h e  chopper,  and I came back up t o  
t h e  o r i g i n a l  p o s i t i o n .  3d P la toon  was s t a r t i n g  t o  come a c r o s s  
t h e  b r i d g e ,  and then  w e  s t a r t e d  r e c e i v i n g  f i r e .  

Q - The 3d P la toon?  Was t h i s  t h e  f i r s t  p l a t o o n  t o  
come a c r o s s  t h e  b r i d g e ?  

A .  Y e s ,  I b e l i e v e  it w a s  t h e  3d P la toon .  

Q - We're j u s t  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  t h e  o r d e r  o f  movement 
a c r o s s  t h e  b r i d g e  t h a t  day. 

A. I c a n ' t  remember who it was. I t h i n k  i t  was t h e  
3d P la toon ,  b u t  I c a n ' t  remember who it w a s .  

Q. Well,  I t h i n k  y o u ' r e  r i g h t ,  b u t  we ' r e  j u s t  t r y i n g  
t o  a f f i r m  it. Then t h e  3d ?latooil began Lo move across the 
b r i d g e  b e f o r e  you g o t  t h e  f i r e ?  

A.  I t  seemed l i k e  almos t--no,  w e  s t a r t e d  moving a c r o s s  
b e f o r e  w e  g o t  t h e  f i r e ,  because a few o f  t h e  p l a t o o n  members 
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were r i g h t  a longside t h e  br idge .  
. 

Q *  Where d i d  t h e  f i r e  come from t h a t  day? 

A. From t h a t  o l d ,  burned-out v i l l a g e  a rea .  

Q- From t h e  same a rea  t h a t  . .  .you rece ived  i t  the  day 
before? 

A. Yes. 

Q- Now, was t h e r e  even any f i r e  rece ived  from t h a t  
r idge  t h a t  day? 

A. I ' m  n o t  s u r e .  

Q - How much f i r e  was it t h a t  day you were t h e r e ,  

t h a t  morning when you' s t a r t e d  across?  


A. W e l l ,  we got  about f i v e  o r  s i x  quick rounds, and 

everybody e l s e  s h o t .  You c a n ' t  t e l l  r e a l l y  how much you were 

r ece iv ing  and how much was going ou t .  


Q- What type  of weapons were these  people armed wi th  

i n  t h a t  a rea?  Were they U . S .  captured weapons, o r  were they 

AK-47's? 


A. A l o t  of  them were j u s t  a l i t t l e ,  o l d  carb ines .  

I n  t h e  a rea  t h e r e  were a few machineguns, you know, .30 c a l i - 

b e r  and .50 c a l i b e r ,  bu t  they  weren ' t  deployed a g a i n s t  us i n  

t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  opera t ion .  


Q - Well, t h e  sequence of events  a s  we have them, a s  

we have them on a time b a s i s ,  i s  a s  fol lows.  0810 it i s  r e - 

corded t h a t  t h e  booby t r a p  was t r i p p e d ,  which wounded TAYLOR. 


A .  Yes. 

Q a  A t  0 8 4 5 ,  B Company, 1st Platoon,  rece ived  f i r e .  
Tha t ' s  about 35 minutes t h e r e .  

A. Y e s ,  we had enough time t o  g e t  him-- 

Q - ( In te rpos ing)  Get him o u t .  
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A. G e t  him i n  a chopper. The chopper w a s  a l r e a d y  
gone. 

Q - A l l  r i g h t .  Now what about gunships?  Did you s e e  
any gunship 'come i n ?  

A.  Y e s .  When w e  r e c e i v e d  s n i p e r  f i r e ,  ou r  gunships  
were c a l l e d  i n .  . .. 

Q- How many? 

A .  Two. 

Q. How many runs  d i d  t hey  make? 


A - I d o n ' t  know. I c a n ' t  remember t h e  number o f  runs 

t h e y  made. . . 

Q. What t y p e  o f  ordnance were they  us ing?  

A. Rockets and machineguns. 

a ,  Miniguns o r  doorguns?. . 

A. Both. 

Q - Did you have any more f i r i n g  a f t e r  they  s t r a f e d ?  

A.  No. 

Q 0 .  Then what happened? 

A. We moved sou th  a long  t h a t  pen insu la .  

Q. A l l  r i g h t .  We have been t o l d  t h a t  B Company began 
moving sou th  w i t h  t h e  1st P la toon  going a long  t h e  r i v e r ,  and 
t h e  2d P la toon  o u t  on t h e  beach,  and t h e  3d P la toon  remaining 
t h e r e  a t  t h e  b r i d g e  w i t h  t h e  mor ta r .  A s  t h e  company moved 
s o u t h ,  w e  have an i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  about 1 0 0 0  hours  ove r  i n  
t h e  1st P la toon  a r e a  t h e r e  was a booby t r a p  o r  mine des t royed .  
D o  you know anyth ing  about  t h a t ?  I t  would have been about  
halfway down t h e  p e n i n s u l a  and toward t h e  end. 

A. L e t  m e  t h i n k .  There was an q l d ,  d e s e r t e d  v i l l a g e  
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a rea .  I b e l i e v e  w e  d i d  f i n d  some ordnance i n  t h e r e ,  some type  
of exp los ive .  Duds, you know, dud rounds.  

Q. The 2d P la toon  r e p o r t e d  engaging two yC w i t h  one 
K I A  down on t h e  beach a t  1320. They never  found t h i s  guy. 

A. Oh, y e s ,  I remember t h a t .  There was a l i t t l e  b i t  
of  f i r i n g  go ing  on t h e r e .  I d o n ' t  know r e a l l y  what happened 
because they  w e r e  a d i s t a n c e  away. 

&- They went on wi thou t  e v e r  f i n d i n g  t h e  body. The 
company cont inued  moving sou th  a l l  t h e  way down t o  t h e  t i p .  
I wonder i f  you remember t h a t  day any ARVN s o l d i e r s  coming 
over  with-- 

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Y e s ,  w e  had--I d o n ' t  know. That  
w a s  t h e  f i r s t  day I n o t i c e d  t h e  A R V N ' s .  Y e s .  They were w i t h  
Capta in  MICHLES' CP group. 

8 - Could you t e i l  i f  t h e r e  were Na t iona l  P o l i c e  w i th  
them, o r  whether-- 

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I d o n ' t  know, t hey  were j u s t  V i e t -
namese. They were supposed t o  be on o u r  s i d e .  I don ' t  know 
what group they  w e r e  a f  f i l i a t e d  wi th .  I t h i n k  they  were ARVN. 

Q. I show you P-210.  I know t h a t ' s  d i f f i c u l t ,  b u t  
have you e v e r  s e e n  t h a t  i n d i v i d u a l  i n  t h e r e ?  

A. Where, he re?  

Q- Y e s .  

A. I c a n ' t  t e l l  from t h a t .  

Q. W e  have had some tes t imony on t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  
photograph t h a t  t h i s  was t h e  Vietnamese woman t h a t  TAYLOR had 
t h a t  w a s  t u r n e d  o v e r  t o  t h e  ARVN' s a f t e r  t hey  go t '  t h e r e ,  and 
s h e  cooked f o r  them t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  t i m e .  

But you d i d n ' t  answer t h a t  q u e s t i o n .  Have you 
e v e r  s e e n  e i t h e r  of  t h e s e  two i n d i v i d u a l s .  i n  P-21? 

A.  T h a t ' s  Se rgean t  GARCIA. He w a s  k i l l e d  i n  June ,  
I.b e l i e v e ,  around t h e  same a rea .  
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Q. T h a t ' s  a Vietnamese ( i n d i c a t i n g  t h e  man on t h e  
r i g h t ) .  

A. Is it r e a l l y .  I t  looks l i k e  GARCIA. 

Q e  . .How about t h e s e  two i n  P-22? 

A. I th ink  I r e c a l l  t h a t  he was an i n t e r r o g a t o r ,  t h e  
"Bul l , "  and I th ink  t h a t  was h i s  p a r t n e r .  

Q. Did you s e e  them t h a t  day? 

A. I b e l i e v e  so .  They had 'been with us on s e v e r a l  
ope ra t ions ,  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  teani. 

Q. DO you recognize e i t h e r  of these  two Vietnamese 
on t h e  l e f t  i n  P-66? 

A. No. 

Q. .Do you r e c a l l  moving a l l  t h e  way -down t o  t h e  
southern t i p  of  t h e  peninsula? 

A. Yes. 


Q *  Do you recognize t h a t  photograph, P-212? 


A.  No, it looks l i k e  t h e  same a rea .  

Q. It  was supposedly taken down nea r  t h e  southern 
p o i n t  where t h e  r i v e r  runs i n t o  t h e  sea .  Now, i n  t h e  movement 
south from t h e  b r idge ,  were t h e  v i l l a g e s  burned? 

. . 

A. Yes. 

Q - Was t h i s  burning done on t h e  e a s t  o r  t h e  west s i d e  
of t h e  peninsula? I n  o t h e r  words, was it t h e  1st Platoon o r  
t h e  2d Platoon t h a t  was burning? . 

A. A l l  hootches were t o  be destroyed.  

Q *  When was t h i s  o rde r  changed? Did you e v e r  r ece ive  
an o rde r  t o  s t o p  burning hootches? 

A. No. I n  f a c t ,  we burned--we s t a r t e d  r i g h t  from 
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where we l e f t  o f f  t h e  day be fo re ,  a l l  t h e  way down. 

20 You went t o  t h e  sea?  

Right.  

Q Now, you turned  around when you got  down t h e r e ,  
and went back up?. . 

A. Y e s .  

Q- Were you burning a s  you went back up? 

A. When we go t  r i g h t  on down t o  the  end, r i g h t  down 
by t h e  mouth of ' the r i v e r ,  we got  down t h e r e  and turned  around 
and burned those  on t h e  way back'. I t  was s o r t  of narrow' t h e r e ,  
and it was s o r t  of ho t .  

Q- Yes. 

A. But a l l  o f  them were burnt  t o  my knowledge. 

Q. Did you burn on t h e  way back up t h e r e  o r  was t h a t  
a l ready taken c a r e  o f ?  

A. That was taken ca re  o f .  

Q- Did you encounter many people going south? 

A- South? N o .  I n  f a c t ,  we d i d n ' t  s e e  anybody. There 
was a he l luva  l o t  of f i s h i n g  boats  ou t  ' t h e r e  though.' 

Q- Do you mean a t  t h e  southern t i p ?  

A. Yes. 

Q- A s  you were moving south ,  do you r e c a l l  anywhere
along t h e  r i v e r  h e r e ,  and genera l ly  i n  t h i s  a r e a  here  ( i n d i -
c a t i n g  the  western s i d e  of  t h e  p e n i n s u l a ) ,  some element of 
B Company engaging a boat  o r  sampan o u t  t h e r e ?  

A .  No. 

Q- You moved back up about halfway and laagered  t h a t  
n igh t?  

(HOOTON) 55 APP T-376 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


A. Y e s .  

Q- Did t h e  ARVN s t a y  wi th  you t h a t  n i g h t ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know. I was ove r  i n  t h e  1st  P la toon  a r e a ,  
and I don 't 'know who was i n  t h e  CP group. They w e r e  w i t h  us ' 

t h e  n e x t  day,  I know t h a t .  

LTC NOLL: L e t ' s  t r y  t o  unscramble how you might have gone 
through t h i s  a r e a  on t h e  17 th .  You have a sma l l  t r a i l  a long  
t h i s  s i d e ,  and as I unders tand t h e r e  i s  a t r a i l  going through 
t h e  v i l l a g e .  I unders tand  t h e  2d P la toon  went down t h e  beach 
and t h e  1st P la toon  a long  he re  ( i n d i c a t i n g  t h e  r i v e r s i d e ) .  
Now, I ' m  j u s t  t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  o u t  t h e  r o u t e  of  march t h e  2d 
Pla toon followed and what r o u t e  of  march you fol lowed.  I n  
o t h e r  words, I know t h e  2d P la toon  came a c r o s s  t h i s  b r i d g e .  
Did they  sweep through t h e  main p a r t  of  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  o r  d i d  
they  sweep down a long  t h i s  s i d e  ( i n d i c a t i n g  t h e  r i v e r s i d e )  
and then  s l i d e  ove r?  

A. The 2d P la toon?  

Q. Y e s .  

A. I d o n ' t  know. 

Q - How about  t h e  1st P la toon?  

A. The choppers came i n  f o r  t h e  s t r a f i n g  run.  The 
1st P la toon  w a s  l i n e d  up from t h e  b r idge  and r a n  down t o  h e r e  
( i n d i c a t i n g  a c r o s s  t h e  n o r t h  p a r t  o f  t h e  t r a i l ) ,  which was a 
p r e t t y  good move, because t h e  chopper made h i s  run down t h i s  
way ( i n d i c a t i n g  a  s o u t h e r l y  d i r e c t i o n ) ,  and we a l l  almost  g o t  
k i l l e d .  

Q - Were you on t h i s  l i n e ,  o r  f u r t h e r  up? 

A. W e  w e r e  on t h i s  l i n e  r i g h t  he re  ( i n d i c a t i n g  t h e  
middle of  t h e  l i n e ) .  

Q. How d i d  you g e t  up t h e r e .  

A. W e  came on down--no, w e  came on down--we r e a l l y  
came on down r i g h t  h e r e .  The p l a toon  w a s  back up h e r e  ( i n d i -
c a t i n g  n o r t h  o f  t h e  n o r t h  p a r t  o f  t h e  t r a i l  sur rounding  t h e  
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v i l l a g e )  , and TAYLOR was i n j u r e d  r i g h t  h e r e .  The chopper 
landed r i g h t  h e r e  i n  t h a t  a r e a ,  and w e  p u t  him on t h e  chopper 
and t h e  chopper took o f f  ( i n d i c a t i n g  t h e  n o r t h e r n  s e c t i o n  o f  
t h e  v i l l a g e ) .  I b e l i e v e  t h e  medic, MILUS, and myself c a r r i e d  
Larry  t o  t h e  chopper.  Well ,  I ' m  n o t  s u r e .  W e  came back up 
he re  by t h e  b r i d g e ,  and 3d Pla toon was coming a c r o s s .  Then 
w e  r e c e i v e d  f i r e .  I b e l i e v e  i t  was L ieu tenan t  W I L L I N G H A M  o r -
dered us t o  move on down t h i s  t r a i l  ( e a s t  s i d e )  . While t h i s  
f i r i n g  was going on,  t h e  remainder of t h e  p o i n t  team moved on 
down h e r e ,  and t h e  1st P la toon  fol lowed.  They were l i n e d  up 
t h i s  way ( i n d i c a t i n g  e a s t  and w e s t ) .  With some e r r o r  i n  com-
municat ions  w i t h  t h e  choppers ,  t h e  choppers thought  we were 
l i n e d  up t h i s  way (no r th  and s o u t h ) ,  because they  f lew over-  
head and t h e  rounds were coming w i t h i n  5  o r  6 f e e t  of  me, and 
I had no p l a c e  t o  h ide .  Same f o r  t h e  people  r i g h t  a longs ide  
of  m e .  

Q* W e  know t h a t  a l r eady .  

A. Yes, it was a r e a l  good o p e r a t i o n .  I ' m  g l a d  
they  d i d n ' t  s h o o t  any r o c k e t s .  I ' m  g l a d  they  h e l d  o f f  on 
them f o r  a  wh i l e .  

Q- When you came o u t  o f  t h a t  p o s i t i o n ,  what d i d  you 
do? D i d  you go on down t h i s  way? 

A.  Yes, I b e l i e v e  we d id .  W e  moved on down h e r e  
somehwere ( i n d i c a t i n g  s o u t h )  . 
(2. Well,  I ' m  t a l k i n g  about  t ime frame now. It was 
about  0810 when TAYLOR g o t  h i t .  

A. Y e s ,  i t w a s  e a r l y  i n  t h e  morning. I t  was a f t e r  
w e  moved o u t .  

About 0845 you g o t  t h e  s n i p e r  f i r e .  

A.  Y e s .  

Q* I t  w a s  1320 when t h e  2d P la toon  engaged t h e s e  two 

VC. I t  took  you a l l  o f  t h a t  t ime t o  g e t  down t o  t h i s  p o i n t ?  

I unders tand you a t e  lunch r i g h t  n e a r  t h e  f i r s t  b i g  v i l l a g e .  

I n  o t h e r  words, you sa t  down and a t e  lunch b e f o r e  you went in. 

This  i s  what tes t imony has  i n d i c a t e d ,  t h a t  you sa t  down and 

a t e  lunch b e f o r e  you went i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  Was t h e r e  a l o t  of  
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m i l l i n g  around t h e r e  t h i s  morning, g e t t i n g  o rgan ized  and g e t -  
t i n g  o u t  o f  t h e r e ?  

A. Yes. A f t e r  t h e  choppers went th rough ,  we came on 
through.  There was, because w e  came on through h e r e  j u s t  a 
l i t t l e  b i t .  We g o t  up h e r e  and t h e r e  were q u i t e  a few hootches  
h e r e ,  and we were s e a r c h i n g  t h o s e .  T h a t ' s  when w e  found--well,  
I d o n ' t  know what ordnance it was, But I t h i n k  it was t h r e e  
dud rounds o r  something l i k e  t h a t ,  mortar  rounds o r  something 
around t h i s  a r e a .  I know we s p e n t  q u i t e  a b i t  of t ime around 
t h i s  a r e a  ( i n d i c a t i n g  sou th  of  t h e  v i l l a g e ) .  

COL WILSON: Y o u .  a r e  p o i n t i n g  t o  t h e  nar rowes t -  p a r t  o t h e. . .  

peninsu la?  
. . .  

A. Yes. There was q u i t e  a . . i n  t h e r e .  few b o t c h e s  

A t  t h e  narrow p a r t ?  

A. Yes. 

LTC NOLL: The 1st P la toon  l i n e d  up and f i r e d  i n t o  t h e  v i l -  
l a g e  when you took s n i p e r  f i r e .  What about t h e  3d P la toon ,  
d i d  they  f i r e ?  

A. Some o f  them were o v e r  h e r e .  Like I s a i d ,  t hey  
s t a r t e d  moving a c r o s s  t h e  b r i d g e  and some of  them were ove r  
he re  w i th  u s ,  and t h e y  were f i r i n g  i n  h e r e .  A couple  o f  them 
were on t h e  b r i d g e .  I d o n ' t  know i f  anybody on t h i s  s i d e  f i r e d  
o r  n o t .  They probably d i d .  

There w a s  no body . .. count  r e p o r t e d  f o r  t h i s  a c t i o n ?  , 

A.  We didn  ' t L - I  don 't remember r ecove r ing  any. 

Q- Okay, t h a t ' s  r e a l l y  n o t  what I w a s  going t o  a s k ,  
because t h e r e  w a s n ' t  any r e p o r t e d  t h a t  morning. I t h i n k  you 
r e c a l l  t h a t  t h e s e  roads  d o n ' t  j o i n  through h e r e .  I n  o t h e r  
words, t h i s  road d o e s n ' t  come o u t  and you d o n ' t  have a choice  
of  going sou th  o r  n o r t h  a t  t h i s  p o i n t  d i r e c t l y  n o r t h  of  t h e  
v i l l a g e ,  

A. Su re ,  you can wade through t h e  sand.  . . 

Q. You can wade through t h e  sand? A l l  r i g h t .  
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COL WILSON: A l l  r i g h t ,  i s  t h e r e  any th ing  e l s e  t h a t  you can 
r e c a l l  about  t h e  1 7 t h  t h a t  you could  g i v e  us? 

A. No. 

Q On t h e  18 th  and 19 th  of March, B Company moved 
back up toward t h e  b r idge  and p icked  up t h e  3d P la toon  who 
had been i n  an ambush p o s i t i o n  t h a t  n ight- -

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Y e s .  

Q- And who had s t a y e d  t h e r e .  The mor ta r  p l a toon
t h a t  day had t h i s  p l a c e  i n  t h e  l a a g e r  p o s i t i o n .  A t  t h e  
t ime they  p icked  up t h e  3d P la toon ,  they  r e p o r t e d  a 3000 
pound r i c e  cache up t h e r e  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  t h e  b r idge .  
They found it t h e  n i g h t  b e f o r e  and w e r e  going t o  evacua te  it. 
The company was going t o  cont inue  t o  move on forward through 
t h e  n o r t h e r n  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  pen insu la .  They r e p o r t e d  p i c k i n g  
up a VC a t  1230 o u t  i n  t h e  a r e a .  There was a l o t  o f  s e a r c h i n g  
going on. There were a l o t  of  c i v i l i a n s  be ing  rounded up and 
a mDCAP coming i n .  

A .  Right .  

Q- A t  1315,  t hey  said--Task Force Barker  r e p o r t e d  t o  
t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e  approximately  1 0 0 0  Vietnamese 
v i l l a g e r s  up i n  t h i s  a r e a ,  and they  were going send a MEDCAP 
i n  t h e r e .  The MEDCAP went i n  t h a t  day,  and a l o t  o f  people  
were p roces sed  through it. I wonder i f  you were s e a r c h i n g  
t h a t  day,  o r  rounding up people ,  o r  were you back up by t h e  
CP? 

A. W e  w e r e  supposed t o  be  s e a r c h i n g ,  b u t  i t  was aw-
f u l  h o t  t h a t  day,  a s  I remember. Most o f  us j u s t  snuck o f f  
and j u s t  sa t  down i n  a hootch somewhere and drank a l i t t l e  
ice w a t e r ,  and took  it easy .  

Q- You w e r e n ' t  back where t h e  command p o s t  was? 

A. No. 

Q- When d i d  you go back t h e r e ,  do you know? 

A. L a t e r  on i n  t h e  a f t e r n o o n ,  toward t h e  evening ,  
because they  moved a whole bunch of  people .  I remember toward 
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t h e  evening t h e y  moved a whole bunch of people  from t h e  nor th-
e r n  end down p a s t  us .  A l l  t h e s e  people  j u s t  s t a r t e d  moving 
o u t .  I d o n ' t  know where t h e  heck they  went. We j u s t  watched 
them as f a r  as w e  cou ld  s e e .  They s t a r t e d  moving down t h a t  
p e n i n s u l a  down toward t h e  b r i d g e .  

LTC NOLL: Th i s  i s  E x h i b i t  MAP-4.  I w a s  cu r ious  i f  you could  
i n d i c a t e  on t h e  map t h e  format ion as t h e  p l a toon  moved, as 
they  went down h e r e .  I n  o t h e r  words, where was t h e  3d P la toon  
i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  your  p l a toon?  

A. I b e l i e v e  w e  hung more around t h i s  a r e a  h e r e  by 
t h i s  f ishpond.  The 3d P la toon  went f u r t h e r  on because a f t e r ,  
when w e  were i n  o u r  l a a g e r  p o s i t i o n  t h a t  n i g h t ,  3d P l a toon  
w a s  coming on back up from t h i s  way, 

COL WILSON: I n  o t h e r  words, you po in t ed  t o  an a r e a  t h a t  t h e  
3d P la toon  moved along, t h e  c o a s t ,  east a long  t h e  c o a s t ,  i s  
t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A .  Y e s .  

Q And your  p l a t o o n  s t a y e d  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  t h e  
f ishpond? 

A. Y e s .  I n  f a c t ,  I remember s e e i n g  t h e  f ishpond.. . 

LTC NOLL: What about  t h e  2d P la toon?  Did they  go up t h i s  
way? 

A,  I d o n ' t  know what t h e . 2 d  p la toon  d i d  t h a t  day. 

Q - Okay. I n  moving up t o  t h a t  a r e a ,  do you know what 
t h e  format ion w a s  up t o  t h a t  narrow s t r i p  of l a n d ,  up t o  t h e  
n i g h t  l a a g e r  p o s i t i o n ?  

A.  1st P la toon .  T h a t ' s  a l l  I know. 

Q. W e l l ,  what about  t h e  1st Platoon? We ' l l  t a k e  t h a t ?  

A. Well-, t h a t  n i g h t ,  t h e  n i g h t  o f  t h e  1 8 t h ,.- . . 1st 
P la toon  moved on up. 

Q - Okay. Did you move up a long  t h e  t r a i l ,  o r  d i d  
you move up a long  t h e  beach? 
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A. W e  moved up along t h e  t r a i l .  I n  f a c t ,  somebody 

wanted us t o  move up t h e  beach, and I mentioned t h e  f a c t  t h a t  

5 d i d n ' t  t h i n k  it would be a very n i c e  p l a c e  t o  walk, s e e i n g  

t h a t  w e  had a t r a i l  t h a t  had been used. 


Q - 	 Did 3d Platoon move up t h e  beach? 

A. I d o n ' t  know. I t h i n k  somebody d i d ,  yes .  I know 

I d i d n ' t  p l a n  on walking up t h e r e -  


COL WILSON: Well,  w e  have a record  of  even t s  t h a t  might seem 

t o  be f a i r l y  a c c u r a t e .  1'11go over  t h e s e .  But,  be fo re  I 

g e t  t o  t h a t ,  d i d  you--when you were back a t  t h e  CP t o  s e t  up 


- t h e  l a a g e r  o r  t h a t  evening,  	o r  went back t o  t h e  l a a g e r  p o s i t i o n ,  
do you know i f  t h e  Vietnamese Nat iona l  P o l i c e  were t h e r e ?  

A. 	 Y e s ,  

Q. 	 M i l i t a r y ?  

A .  Y e s ,  i t  was. 


Q- They. w e r e  i n  t h e  l a a g e r  .area? 


A- . Y e s ,  t hey  were i n  t h e  l a a g e r  a r e a  t h a t  n i g h t .  


Q e  Did you n o t i c e  t h e  " ~ u l l , "  o r  any o t h e r  m i l i t a r y  

i n t e l l i g e n c e  people  o u t  t h e r e ?  


A. I c a n ' t  remember s e e i n g  t h e  "Bul l"  t h e r e ,  b u t  

another  guy was t h e r e  I remember. 


Q= Do you know who t h i s  o t h e r  one was? 

A. Only i f  I s e e  him. I remember t h e  guy was a cap- 

t a i n ,  and had s o r t  of t h i n n i n g  h a i r ,  and he was a s tocky  guy. 


Q. 	 Did you s e e  him be fo re?  

A.  I ' d  seen  him around on o p e r a t i o n s  b e f o r e ,  yes .  

I t  was e i t h e r  him o r  t h e  "Bul l"  t h a t  was t a k i n g  c a r e  of i n t e r - 

roga t ions  f o r  us .  


Q. 	 Did you s e e  him i n t e r r o g a t i n g  anybody? 
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pe r ime te r  from t h e  rest  of t h e  1st P la toon ,  which is good, be- 
cause  t h e  1st P la toon  i s  t h e  one t h a t  took t h e  b r u n t  of  t h e  
mor ta r ing .  W e  were p u t  on down a t  t h e  sou th  end,  and r i g h t  
on t h e  c o r n e r  by t h e  beach.  They more o r  l e s s  wanted t h e  
p o i n t  team t o  watch t h e  beach and make s u r e  t h a t  nobody snuck 
up t h e  beach o r  any th ing .  

Q- You w e r e  s ecu red  from t h e  sou th?  

A. Right ,  t h e  p o i n t  team was. The r e s t  o f  t h e  p l a -  
toon was up on t h e  n o r t h  end. T h a t ' s  where t hey  g o t  a l l  t h e  
mor ta r  rounds. 

Q- So MILUS was n o t  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  p o i n t  a t  t h a t  
t ime? 

A .  No. 

Q. H e  w a s  back wi th  t h e  p l a toon?  

A .  Yes, h e  was wi th  t h e  p l a toon .  

LTC NOLL: Do you remember if you p u t  o u t  an ambush squad o r  
ambush p a t r o l  f o r  t h e  p l a toon  t h a t  n i g h t ?  

A .  I d o n ' t  remember. 

Q- Well,  w e r e  you r i g h t  up a g a i n s t  t h e  2d P l a t o o n ' s  
p o s i t i o n ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q. The l o g  i n d i c a t e s  t h e r e  was an ambush p a t r o l  200 
meters n o r t h  of  t h e  p o s i t i o n .  

A. W e l l ,  t h a t ' s  were t h e  mor ta r  rounds came from. 

Q- Testimony t h a t  w e  have taken  has  never  v e r i f i e d  
t h e r e  was, indeed ,  anybody o u t s i d e  t h e  pe r ime te r  t h a t  n i g h t .  

A. I t h i n k  they  were supposed t o  be. I d o n ' t  know 
who was r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  i t ,  b u t  t hey  d i d n ' t  go o u t  200 meters. 
I t h i n k  they  went o u t  about  15 o r  20 . And, a s  a r e s u l t ,  t h a t ' s  
where t h e  mor t a r  t ube  w a s  s e t ,  about  300 meters  n o r t h  of  o u r  
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l a a g e r  p o s i t i o n ,  300 t o  400  mete rs ,  because t h a t ' s  where w e  
found t h e i r  f o o t p r i n t s  i n  t h e  morning. 

From t ime t o  t i m e ,  w e  have had tes t imony t h a t  i n -  
Q a  


d i c a t e d  t h a t  Capta in  MICHLES was concerned about  n e e d l e s s  o r  
i n a d v e r t a n t  k i l l i n g .  Have you e v e r  hea rd  any th ing  t o  sub- 
s t a n t i a t e  t h i s  f a c t  o r  no t ?  

I C : Could I have j u s t  a second wi th  him, p l e a s e ?  

LTC NOLL: Sure .  

(The counsel  and t h e  w i t n e s s  con fe r r ed . )  

A. I ' d  r a t h e r  n o t  d i s c u s s  t h a t .  

COL WILSON: Did you e v e r  s e e  t h i s  i n d i v i d u a l  i n  P-215? 

A.  I d o n ' t  know who i t  i s ,  b u t  I know he  must be a 
p r i s o n e r  o r  a s u s p e c t .  I imagine it was taken  du r ing  t h e  same 
o p e r a t i o n ,  b u t  I don 't know who it  was. 

(2. Y e s ,  it w a s .  But you d o n ' t  r e c a l l  who it  was? 

A. No. 

Q. Now, j u s t  t o  r ecap  on t h e  b r i e f i n g  ve r sus  t h e  op- 
e r a t i o n .  A s  you d e s c r i b e d  it t o  me, t h e r e  was a change i n  
what you were t o l d  t o  do and what you d i d  as f a r  as t h e  oper-  
a t i o n a l  t echniques  go,  i n  t h a t  you r e c e i v e d  word t o  burn t h e  
f i r s t  v i l l a g e ,  a l though it was n o t  s t a t e d  s p e c i f i c a l l y  t h a t  t h e  
whole v i l l a g e  w a s  t o  be burned.  T h i s ,  a s  I r e c a l l ,  was passed  
up through t h e  ranks?  

A .  Yes, sir.  

Q. This  bu rn ing  con t inues  on through t h e  second day 
wi th  full knowledge of  t h e  company commander, because he was 
wi th  you and i n  t h e  1st P la toon .  This  burn ing  s topped  appar-  
e n t l y  sometime on t h e  t h i r d  day,  because t h e r e  w a s  no i n d i c a -  
t i o n  t h a t  t h e r e  was anyth ing  burned from t h e  b r i d g e  n o r t h ,  o r  
from t h e  l a a g e r  a r e a  n o r t h .  

A. T h a t ' s  one t h i n g  I c o u l d n ' t  unders tand.  One day 
we burned e v e r y t h i n g  s o u t h  and n o r t h ,  and t h e n  we go up and 

65  APP T-376 
0 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 




CONFIDENTIAL 


APP T-376 




FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

Y e s .  

9. Did you e v e r  h e a r  any rumors t h a t  c i v ; . l i a n s  had 
been unneces sa r i l y  k i l l e d  by e i t h e r  B/4 /3  o r  C/1/20 dur ing  
t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A .  I ' d  p r e f e r  n o t  t o  answer t h a t .  T h a t ' s  j u s t  such 
a  q e n e r a l  s t a t emen t .  I t h i n k  anybody o v e r  t h e r e  s h o u l d n ' t  
have been. 

9. My q u e s t i o n  was, d i d  you e v e r  h e a r  any rumors 
t h a t  c i v i l i a n s  had been unneces sa r i l y  k i l l e d ?  

A. I d o n ' t  c a r e  t o  answer t h a t .  

Q. Were you e v e r  t o l d  by anyone n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  
ope ra t ion?  

A,  No. 

Q. W e  had some i n d i c a t i o n s  t h a t  t h e r e  were some r a p e s  
du r ing  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n .  Do you know anyth ing  about t h a t ?  

A .  I know no th ing  about  t h a t .  

Q s  
 Do you know i f  mari juana was a  problem i n  B Company? 

A. ~ o tt o  my knowlege. 

Q- Do you know i f  anybody e v e r  used i t  on t h e  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. I cannot  d i scus s .  t h a t .  

Q .  Do you have any f u r t h e r  tes t imony o r  any f u r t h e r  
s t a t e m e n t s  t o  make a t  t h i s  t ime? 

A .  No. 

Q- I n  o r d e r  t o  i n t roduce  t h i s  a s  an e x h i b i t ,  I would 
ask you t o  s i g n  t h i s  a s  "Prepared from memory a t  Washington, 
D.C. ,  t h e  1 7 t h  of  February 1970, I'  t h i s  photograph h e r e ,  if it 
r e p r e s e n t s  what you have s t a t e d .  

I C :  With t h e  p r o v i s i o n  t h a t  t h e  t imes  and numbers a r e  
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approximated t o  t h e  b e s t  of  h i s  r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  

COL WILSON: A l l  r i g h t .  With t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  t h a t  t i m e s  and 
numbers are approximate t o  t h e  b e s t  o f  your  r e c o l l e c t i o n .  
What w i l l  be p l aced  on h e r e  i s  "Prepared from memory, e t  cet-
e r a " .  

I C :  A l l  r i g h t ,  s ir .  

COL WILSON: Okay, j u s t  s t e p  around h e r e  and I t h i n k  you can 
s i g n  it b e t t e r .  The s t a t e m e n t  on h e r e  i s  "Prepared from mem- 
o r y  a t  Washington, D. C. , 1 7  February 19 70". 

(The w i t n e s s  s i g n e d  t h e  e x h i b i t . )  

Q *  The e x h i b i t  w i l l  be i n t roduced  and e n t e r e d  i n t o  
evidence as E x h i b i t  P-230 w i t h  t h e  s p e c i f i c a t i o n  t h a t  it was 
an e s t i m a t e  on t i m e  and t o  t h e  b e s t  of t h e  w i t n e s s '  knowledge. 

M r .  HOOTON, I r e q u e s t  t h a t  you do n o t  d i s c u s s  
your t es t imony i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  w i t h  o t h e r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  
o t h e r  w i t n e s s e s  from t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  excep t  a s  you may be 
r e q u i r e d  t o  do s o  b e f o r e  a competent j u d i c i a l  o r  l e g i s l a t i v e  
body. 

A. (A£ f i r n a t i v e  n o t  g iven  a s  response.  ) 

Q. This  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i s  s t i l l  c o n f i d e n t i a l ,  b u t  it 
i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  it may be downgraded. A t  t h i s  t ime w e  s t i l l  
ho ld  i t  c o n f i d e n t i a l ,  and r e q u e s t  t h a t  you do n o t  d i s c u s s  it. 

A. Okay. 

COL WILSON: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  r e c e s s .  

(The h e a r i n g  r eces sed  a t  1710 hour s ,  17  February 
1970.) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

iiITNESS: JENKINS, J i m r n i e  L. 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 9 February  1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: L i e u t e n a n t  WILLINGHAM1s 
RTO . 

1. PRIOR TRAINING I N  THE RULES O F  LAND WARFARE. 

The w i t n e s s  r e c a l l e d  no t r a i n i n g  r e g a r d i n g  l e g a l  
v e r s u s  i l l e g a l  o r d e r s  (pg .  2 ) .  H e  n e v e r  saw t h e  MACV 
c a r d  "Nine Ru le s"  (pg.  2 ) .  H e  r e c e i v e d  t h e  MACV c a r d  
"The Enemy i n  Your Hands" a f t e r  he  a r r i v e d  i n  Vietnam 
(pg.  3 ) .  

2 .  PREOPERATIONAL PLANS AND BRIEFINGS. 

I n  t h e  b r i e f i n g  on 15  March, WILLINGHAM t o l d  
t h e  p l a t o o n  t h a t  t h e y  were t o  i n s p e c t  n u t s  and s e t  up a s  
a b l o c k i n g  f o r c e  (pgs .  3 ,  6 )  . They were t h e n  t o  move 
on t o  a second  o b j e c t i v e  ,and s c r e e n  t h e  populace  f o r  VC 
(pg.  6 ) .  Tney were t o l d  t o  e x p e c t  a l a r g e  number o f  enemy 
(pg.  6 ) .  They were t o l d  n o t  t o  d e s t r o y  t h e  v i l l a g e s ,  

bu rn  h o u s e s ,  k i l l  an in la l s ,  o r  d e s t r o y  f o o d s t u f f s  (pgs .  4 ,  
5 ,  6 ) .  

3. THE ASSAULT ON MY LAI. 

Approach t o  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Although he  knew o f  no incoming f i r e  a t  t h e  LZ, 
f o u r  o r  f i v e  rounds  o f  s n i p e r  f i r e  was r e c e i v e d  a s  he moved 
w i t h  t h e  p o i n t  between hedgerows bounding a t r a i l  i n  t h e  
s o u t h e r n  p a r t  o f  P i n k v i l l e  (pgs .  7 ,  8 ,  9 ) .  T h i s  f i r e  was 
r e c e i v e d  a f t e r  t h e  d e t o n a t i o n  o f  t h e  mine which k i l l e d  
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L i e u t e n a n t  COCHRAN and o c c u r r e d  when t h e y  were approx ima te ly  
300 t o  400 meters from t h e  b r i d g e  (pgs .  8 ,  9 ) .  S i n c e  t h e y  
d i d  n o t  know from which d i r e c t i o n  t h e  s n i p e r  f i r e  had come, 
t h e y  d i d  n o t  r e t u r n  f i r e ,  b u t  c o n t i n u e d  to .move toward t h e  
ridge (pg.  1 0 ) .  The s n i p e r  f i r e  d i d  n o t  a p p e a r  t o  have 

come from the v i l l a g e  (pg .  1 0 ) .  The p o i n t  s t o p p e d  a t  t h e  
b r i d g e  u n t i l  t h e  rest o f  t h e  p l a t o o n  came up (pg. 1 0 ) .  

b .  A c t i o n s  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

(1) Shoo t ing  o f  women and c h i l d r e n .  

P r i o r  t o  c r o s s i n g  t h e  r i v e r  o r d e r s  w e r e  
r e c e i v e d  from MICHLES t h a t  no women and c h i l d r e n  were 
t o  b e  s h o t  (pgs .  24,  58 ,  6 8 ) .  They were o n l y  t o  t a k e  males  
(pg.  2 4 ) .  A t  f i r s t  t h e  w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h e r e  was no 
k i l l i n g  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  (pgs .  38,  56 ,  57) . H e  t h e n  s t a t e d  
t h a t  as t h e y  c r o s s e d  t h e  b r i d g e  a  man w i t h  a  machinegun, 
a man w i t h  an M-16, and P r i v a t e  La r ry  HOLMES s h o t  a woman 
and t w o  c h i l d r e n  (pgs .  58 ,  60 ,  6 1 ) .  The w i t n e s s  had t o l d  
them o f  MICI3LES ' o r d e r s  (pg.  60 ,  65 ,  66)  . H e  t h o u g h t  t h e r e  
c o u l d  b e  no q u e s t i o n  o f  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  a s  he was s t a n d i n g  
r i g h t  n e x t  t o  t h o s e  who f i r e d ,  and ,  a t  t h e  d i s t a n c e  o f  
25 t o  30 meters, t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  v i c t i m s  were women 
and c h i l d r e n  was unmis t akab le  (pg.  6 1 ) .  H e  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  
t h e  v i c t i m s  had come t o  t h a t  a r e a  t o  u se  t h e  l a t r i n e  and 
t o  h i s  knowledge t h e y  committed no r ~ o s t i l e  a c t  (pg.  6 1 ) .  
WILLINGHAM d i d  n o t  come up t o  t h e  p o i n t  t o  see what t h e  
f i r i n g  w a s  a b o u t  (pg .  6 2 ) .  No e f f o r t  was made t o  g e t  
r i d  o f  t h e s e  b o d i e s  which w e r e  merely l e f t  b e s i d e  t h e  t r a i l  
(pg .  6 2 ) .  T n i s  was a l l  t h e  k i l l i n g  he saw, and he  
obse rved  no  o t n e r  b o d i e s  ( p g s .  62 ,  63 ,  6 8 ) .  One pe r son  
whose narie ne  c o u l d  n o t  remember t o l d  him t h a t  he  had 
k i l l e d  an o l d  man i n  a  hoo tch  and a  baby (pgs .  63,  6 9 ) .  

( 2 )  Movements i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

A s  t h e  p l a t o o n  which c o n s i s t e d  o f  two s q u a d s ,  
moved a c r o s s  t h e  b r i d g e  no f i r e  was r e c e i v e d  ( p g s .  1 3 ,  1 6 )  . 
Tne p o i n t  d i d  some f i r i n g  which they  c l a imed  was i n  r e t u r n  
f o r  a few rounds  t h e y  had r e c e i v e d  (pgs .  57 ,  58 ) . On 
c r o s s i n g  t h e  b r i d g e  t h e y  saw v i l l a g e r s  app rox ima te ly  
100 t o  200 y a r d s  t o  t h e  w e s t  o f  t h e  b r i d g e  (pg .  1 3 1 ) .  H e  
d i d n o t  know what happened t o  t h e  peop le  he  saw i n  t h e  
v i l l a g e  t h a t  day (pg.  24) . H e  r e c a l l e d  no m o r t a r  f i r e  o r  
a r e q u e s t  f o r  m o r t a r  f i r e ,  and a r e q u e s t f o r  gunsh ip  
s u p p o r t  w a s  d e n i e d  (pgs .  1 3 ,  1 4 ) .  WILLINGIIAM was moving 
Detween t h e  two squads  (pg.  1 6 ) .  A f t e r  tile p l a t o o n  c r o s s e d  
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tile b r i d g e  JENKINS moved w i t h  WILLINGHAM (pg.  5 7 ) .  H e  
r e c a l l e d  no f i r e  from t h e  v i l l a g e  and MICHLES s a i d  n o t h i n g  
t o  WILLINGHAM & o u t  u s i n g  machineguns (pg.  1 9 ) .  There  was 
no f i r i n g  a s  t h e y  approached  t h e  f i v e  t o  t e n  hoo tches  
whicn compr ised  t h e  v i l l a g e  (pgs .  1 7 ,  1 8 ,  21 ,  22 ,  26) . 
They were supposed  t o  s e a r c h  t h i s  v i l l a g e  and w a i t  f o r  
f u r t h e r  o r d e r s  (pg.  1 6 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  see enough b o d i e s  
o r  h e a r  enough f i r i n g  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  t o  j u s t i f y  a body 
c o u n t  o f  38 (pgs .  22,  23 ,  2 9 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  know where 
WILLINGHAM g o t  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  upon which WILLINGHAM 
r e p o r t e d  t h e  f i n d i n g  o f  s t e e l  h e l m e t s ,  web g e a r  and 
uni forms  (pg. 2 3 ) .  H e  knew n o t h i n g  a b o u t  women b e i n g  
r aped  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  a l t h o u g h  one woman was used  a s  p o i n t  
(pgs .  29 ,  44,  6 8 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  know now l o n g  t h e y  s t a y e d  
i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg.  2 9 ) .  

( 3 )  U s e  o f  d e m o l i t i o n .  

During t h e  day h e  h e a r d  some e x p l o s i o n s  
which h e  found o u t  l a t e r  were d e m o l i t i o n s  b e i n g  used  on 
t u n n e l s  by t h e  f i r s t  squad  (pgs .  58 ,  59,  6 9 ) .  The squad  
saw p e o p l e  g o i n g  i n t o  t u n n e l s  and ,  w i t h o u t  c a l l i n g  them o u t ,  
th rew d e m o l i t i o n s  i n  a f t e r  them (pg.  5 9 ) .  The t u n n e l s  
c o l l a p s e d  (pg.  5 9 ) .  The i d e a  beh ind  cav ing  i n  t h e  t u n n e l s  
was t o  p r e v e n t  t h e  p e o p l e  from e s c a p i n g  th rough  o t h e r  
t u n n e l  e x i t s  (pg.  59)  . 

( 4 )  WILLINGHAM'S knowledge t h a t  t h e  
body c o u n t  c o n s i s t e d  o f  women and c h i l d r e n .  

When t h e  p o i n t  men coun ted  t h e  b o d i e s  t h e y  
r e p o r t e d  t o  WILLINGHAM (pgs .  63 ,  6 3 a ) .  The w i t n e s s  was 
w i t h  WILLINGHAIvl when t h e  r e p o r t  was made (pg.  63a)  . The 
p o i n t  men t o l d  WILLINGHAM t h a t  t h e  l a r g e s t  number o f  t h e  
39 dead  were women and c h i l d r e n  (pgs .  63 ,  63a)  . JENKINS 
d i d  n o t  know whicn o f  t h e  p o i n t  men s a i d  t h i s  t o  WILLINGHMI, 
b u t  a l l  t h r e e  o f  them were t h e r e  a t  t h e  t i m e  (pg.  6 3 a ) .  Two 
o f  t h e s e  p o i n t  men were TAYLOR and TITTLE (pg .  6 3 a ) .  H e  
d i d  n o t  know when t h e  K I A  r e p o r t  was made, b u t  t h e  w i t n e s s  f e l t  
pad  t h a t  t h e  dead women and c h i l d r e n  w e r e  r e p o r t e d  a s  VC 
(pgs .  6 6 ,  6 9 ) .  

c .  A c t i o n s  a f t e r  l e a v i n g  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

A f t e r  l e a v i n g  t h e  v i l l a g e  a Navy b o a t  b r o u g h t  
a b o u t  10 sampans t o  s h o r e  and t h e i r  occupan t s  were 
i n t e r r o g a t e d  by  tllree i \ l a t iona l  Pol icemen 
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and an American E-6 (pg.  3 0 ) .  JENKINS d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  t h e  
f e a t u r e s  o f  t h e  American o r  whether  he c a r r i e d  a bowie 
k n i f e  (pg .  3 0 ) .  A f t e r  a h a l f  hou r  t o  an hour  t h e  group  t h a t  
had  Deen assembled  from t h e  sampans was r e l e a s e d  w i t h  t h e  
e x c e p t i o n  d e i g h t  t o  t e n  m i l i t a r y - a g e  males  who were 
t a k e n  back i n  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  ( p g s .  31,  32) . The p l a t o o n  
dug i n  d e e p l y  t h a t  n i g h t  (pg .  33) . 

d .  A c t i o n s  on t h e  1 7 t h .  

( 1 )  Ac t ion  a t  t h e  v i l l a g e  i n  t h e  morning. 

On t h e  morning o f  t h e  1 7 t h  TAYLOR was 
wounded by a mine t i e d  t o  t h e  b r i d g e .  The w i t n e s s  h e a r d  t h a t  
t n e  mine was command d e t o n a t e d  (pgs .  33,  34) . TAYLOR 
had  been p r o b i n g  f o r  it a t  t h e  t i m e  (pg .  34) . Immediately  
a f t e r  t h i s  t h e y  r e c e i v e d  f  i from t h e  v i l l a g e  and gun- ~ 
s h i p s  were c a l l e d  i n  (pgs .  35, 36) . The v i l l a g e  w a s  
s t r a f e d  by t h e  gunsh ips  d u r i n g  t h e  two t o  t h r e e  r u n s  
t n e y  made o v e r  it (pgs .  36, 3 7 ) .  The p l a t o o n  f i r e d  
i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg.  3 6 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  s e e i n g  
anyone i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  a t  t h e  t ime  (pg .  3 7 ) .  

( 2 )  The woman used  a s  p o i n t .  

The woman who TAYLOR nad  used  a s  p o i n t  
remained w i t h  t h e  p l a t o o n  and may have been t u r n e d  o v e r  
t o  ARVN a u t h o r i t y  l a t e r  i n  t h e  day (pg.  4 1 ) .  T h i s  woman 
i s  p i c t u r e d  i n  E x h i b i t  P-210 (pg.  42) . Other  t h a n  t h e  rope  
a round h e r  neck ,  s h e  was n o t  m i s t r e a t e d  (pg .  4 3 ) .  
WILLINGHAM knew t h a t  t h e  woman had a rope  around h e r  ( p g . 4 4 ) .  

( 3 )  Movements i n  t h e  a f t e r n o o n .  

On l e a v i n g  tile v i l l a g e  t h e y  moved a l o n g  a 
r i v e r  (pgs .  37,  3 8 ) .  H e  r e c a l l e d  s e e i n g  no b o d i e s ,  and 
h e  knew o f  no unneces sa ry  k i l l i n g  t h a t  day (pgs .  37 ,  3 8 ) .  
Some v i l l a g e s  were bu rned  t h a t  day ,  a l t h o u g h  he  d i d  n o t  
know how many (pgs .  37-39) . MICHLES t o l d  them n o t  t o  
bu rn  v i l l a g e s  because  t h e y  were f r i e n d l y  (pg. 39) . 
JENKINS d i d  n o t  remember i f  e x p l o s i v e s  were used  i n  t h e  
v i l l a g e s , t h a t  day,  however,  a l o t  o f  TNT was used  d u r i n g  
t h e  o p e r a t i o n  (pgs .  39,  40)  . Although he  r e c a l l e d  be ing  
r e s u p p l i e d  w i t h  TNT t h a t  d a y ,  he  d i d  n o t  remember t h e  
a r r i v a l  o f  L i e u t e n a n t  LEWIS, and he  d i d  n o t  see L i e u t e n a n t  
:4UNDY ( p g s .  39 ,  4 0 ) .  Nothing unusua l  happened i n  t h e  
l a a g e r  a r e a  t h a t  n i g h t  (pg.  4 1 )  . 
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e.  A c t i o n s  on t h e  1 8 t h .  

(1) Ac t ions  d u r i n g  t h e  day .  

During t h e  day Vietnamese were moved t o  one 
end  o f  a v i l l a g e  where t h e y  were p r o c e s s e d  by a l a r g e  
MEDCAP team (pgs .  44,  4 5 ) .  ARVNs w e r e  i n t e r r o g a t i n g  men 
and women b u t  h e  s a w  no  M I  p e r s o n n e l  t h e r e  (pgs .  44,  4 5 ) .  
The w i t n e s s  s a w  no m i s t r e a t m e n t  o f  p e o p l e ,  however,  some 
were used  t o  c l e a n  t h e  a r e a  where t h e  company p l anned  
t o  l a a g e r  f o r  t h e  n i g h t  (pgs .  45, 4 6 ) .  A f t e r  t h i s  
t h e s e  p e r s o n s  were r e l e a s e d  e x c e p t  f o r  t h e  m i l i t a r y - a g e  
males who remained a t  t h e  l a a g e r  s i t e  (pg. 46) . Some m o r t a r  
rounds  w e r e  c a l l e d  i n  s o  t h a t  t h e  m o r t a r s  c o u l d  b e  s e t  
up and s o  t n a t  a r t i l l e r y  would b e  r e a d i l y  a v a i l a b l e  
(pg .  4 6 ) .  One woman was wounded i n  t h e  l e g  and evacua ted  

(pgs .  46,  47) . 


( 2 )  The m o r t a r  a t t a c k .  

Tha t  n i g h t  MILUS was k i l l e d  and f o u r  o t h e r s  
were wounded o y  a  m o r t a r  a t t a c k  (pgs .  47,  4 8 ) .  The 
wounded were e v a c u a t e d  immedia te ly  (pg .  4 9 ) .  The 
f o l l o w i n g  day one o f  t h e  t h r e e  m i l i t a r y - a g e  males  who 
had been k e p t  i n  t h e  l a a g e r  a r e a  was b e a t e n  when he '  
accompanied trle p l a t o o n  t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  (pgs .  50 ,  51) . 
The o t h e r  t w o  Vietnamese males were h i t  a  coup le  o f  t i m e s ,  
b u t  n o t  Dea ten  a s  b a d l y  a s  t h e  f i r s t  ( p g s .  51 ,  5 2 ) .  The 
b e a t i n g  t o  t h e  f i r s t  man was a d m i n i s t e r e d  by SILVA, LONG, 
a n d , p o s s i b l y , S e r g e a n t  LIAS and caused  him t o  b l e e d  ( p g s .  
52 ,  54 ,  5 5 ) .  T h i s  Vietnamese e scaped  l a t e r  on i n  t h e  
morning as he  was l e a d i n g  t h e  Americans t o  bunke r s  
where enemy s u p p l i e s  w e r e  s t o r e d  (pgs .  50,  5 1 ) .  

4. INQUIRIES AFTER ASSAULT. 

JENKINS h e a r d  n o t h i n g  a b o u t  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of  t h e  
o p e r a t i o n ,  and  h e  was neve r  t o l d  t o  keep  q u i e t  abou t  it 
( p g s .  63a ,  6 4 ) .  H e  h e a r d  no rumors abou t  c i v i l i a n s  b e i n g  
k i l l e d  u n n e c e s s a r i l y  (pg .  6 4 ) .  

5. OTHER INFORMATION. 

a .  JENKINS' wound. 

On A p r i l  29 th  t h e  w i t n e s s  was h i t  between t h e  e y e s  
by a p i e c e  o f  s h r a p n e l  from a mine and h o s p i t a l i z e d  ( p g s .  26,  
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27, 2 8 ) .  H e  r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  company i n  h i s  o l d  c a p a c i t y  
as RTO t h r e e  weeks l a t e r  (pg. 2 9 ) .  H e  r e c e i v e d  a 
d i s a b i l i t y  compensat ion award from t h e  Ve te rans  
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  b u t  h e  d i d  n o t  know i f  t h i s  w a s  due 
t o  l o s s  o f  memory o r  why he  r e c e i v e d  i t  (pgs .  2 7 ,  2 8 ) .  
I n  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  o p e r a t i o n ,  t h e  w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  "As 
soon a s  I g o t  h i t  I c a n ' t  remember n o t h i n g  t h a t  f a r  back" 
(134. 2 6 ) .  

b .  U s e  o f  mar i juana .  

Although m a r i j u a n a  was used  i n  t h e  company, he 
d i d , n o t  know whether  i t  was used on t h e  1 6 t h  ( p g .  6 4 ) .  

c. Ta lk  abou t  k i l l i n g s .  

A f t e r  t h e  men d i d  some k i l l i n g  they  would u s u a l l y  
s t a y  up a t  n i g h t  and t a l k  abou t  it (pg. 6 3 ) .  

d .  Misce l l aneous .  

H e  d i d  n o t  have a camera w i t h  him on t h e  day o f  
t h e  o p e r a t i o n  (pg.  6 3 a ) .  
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EXHIBITS 

EXHIBIT 
NUMBER DESCJIPTION NOTES PAGES 

'wi tness  i d e n t i f i e d  
P-21 M i s c e l l a n e o u s  Scene  o f f i c e r  and h i s  i n - - -

t e r p r e t e r .  
31,32 

Did n o t  r e c o g n i z e  
P-66 M i s c e l l a n e o u s  Scene i n d i v i d u a l s .  32 

Resembled VC who 
P-125 M i s c e l l a n e o u s  Scene  was b e a t e n  up by 

p l a t o o n  and e scaped .  

-54 
Woman T-A-

P-210 M i s c e l l a n e o u s  Scene w i t h  him. 42 
w l t n e s s  did n o t  

P-212 M i s c e l l a n e o u s  Scene  know i f  v i l l a g e  
was bu rned .  

40  
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(The hear ing  reconvened a t  1300 hours ,  9  February 
1970. ) 

COL WILSON: The hear ing  w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  

RCDR: The following persons are present :  COL WILSON 
and M A J  THOMAS. 

The next  wi tness  is  M r .  Jimmy L. JENKINS. 

(MR JENKINS was c a l l e d  as  a  wi tness ,  was sworn, 
and t e s t i f i e d  as fol lows:)  

M r .  JENKINS, p lease  s t a t e  your name, occupation, 
and res idence .  

A .  My name is Jimmy L. JENKINS, occupation is machin-
i s t ,  Automatic E lec t ron ics .  

Q-	 A G ~your residence? 

A.  Orange Crossroads, Hun t sv i l l e ,  Alabama. 


COL WILSON: Where are you employed, M r .  JENKINS? 


A. Automatic E lec t ron ics ,  i n  Hunt sv i l l e .  


Q- What w a s  your job i n  B/4/3 on 1 6  March 1968? 


A. I w a s  an RTO. 


Q- For whom? 


A. 	 L ieutenant  WILLINGHAM. 

Q. 	 Did he have another  RTO? 

Y e s ,  s ir .  

Who w a s  t h e  o t h e r  one? 

A Mario FERNANDEZ. 

Q. Now,  who w e r e  you with on t h e  day of t h e  16th of 
March? Were you with Lieutenant  WILLINGHAM o r  were you with 
t h e  p la toon sergeant?  

A.  	 I was with Lieutenant  WILLINGHAM. I d o n ' t  know 
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where t h e  p l a t o o n  s e r g e a n t  was a t  t h a t  t i m e  s o  I went t o  s t a y  
wi th  t h e  l i e u t e n a n t  f o r  a l i t t l e  wh i l e .  

Q Were bo th  of you w i t h  him? Were you and FERNANDEZ 
bo th  w i t h  him? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q ~ l lday? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  w e  w a s .  

Q A l l  r i g h t .  Le t  me ask you a couple  o f  q u e s t i o n s  
on t r a i n i n g .  Do you r e c a l l  e v e r  having any t r a i n i n g  which 
d e a l t  w i t h  t h e  l e g a l i t y  ve r sus  t h e  i l l e g a l i t y  of  o r d e r s ,  
l e g a l  ve r sus  i l l e g a l  o r d e r s ?  

A. No, s ir .  

Q I have h e r e  E x h i b i t  M-2 which i s  a f a c s i m i l e  copy 
of a MACV pocke t  ca rd  e n t i t l e d ,  "Nine Rules ."  Have you e v e r  
s een  t h a t  ca rd?  

(Hands e x h i b i t  t o  w i t n e s s .  ) 

(Witness examines e x h i b i t . )  

A.  No, s i r .  

Q And h e r e ' s  E x h i b i t  M - 3 ,  "The Enemy i n  Your Hands." 
Have you e v e r  s een  t h a t  ca rd?  

(Hands t o  w i tnes s .  ) 

(Witness examines e x h i b i t . )  

Y e s ,  s i r .  

You've s een  t h a t  one? 

Y e s ,  sir.  

Where d i d  you s e e  i t ?  

I n  Vietnam. 

Before you go t  t h e r e  o r  a f t e r  you g o t  t h e r e ?  
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A f t e r  we g o t  t h e r e .  

Did you have--did t hey  g i v e  you one ~ f  t h o s e  ca rds?  

A. No, s i r ,  n o t  t h a t  I remember. 

Q Did you go t o  Vietnam wi th  t h e  11 th  Brigade? 

A .  No, s i r .  

Q You w e r e  a replacement? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q When d i d  you a r r i v e ?  

A. I a r r i v e d  January t h e  1 7 t h ,  1968. 

Q- You went through t h e  Combat Cente r?  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q Okay. I ' d  l i k e  t o  go back t o  t h e  1 5 t h  of  March, 
f i r e  base  Upt igh t .  The nex t  day t h e r e  i s  going t o  be  a 3 
o r  4-day o p e r a t i o n .  That o p e r a t i o n  i s  d e f i n e d  by t h e  dea th  
of L ieu tenan t  C O C H M  t h e  f i r s t  day and the d e a t h  of MILUS 
t h e  l a s t  day. T h a t ' s  t h e  pe r iod  of t h e  o p e r a t i o n .  L ieu t enan t  
COCHRAN was k i l l e d  by a mine t h e  f i r s t  day and MILUS was 
k i l l e d  by a mor ta r  a t t a c k  t h e  l a s t  day. Do you have t h a t  
p e r i o d  i n  your  mind now? 

A .  Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q On t h e  15 th  of March, a t  f i r e  b a s e  Up t igh t ,  who 
t o l d  you and what d i d  t h e y  say about t h e  o p e r a t i o n  t h a t  was 
coming up t h e  nex t  day? 

A. Lieu tenan t  WILLINGHAM t o l d  us we w e r e  going o u t  
on an o p e r a t i o n ,  gave us t h e  g r i d  c o o r d i n a t e s  and every th ing .  
W e  were supposed t o  be  a  b lock ing  f o r c e  and I f o r g o t  who he 
s a i d  w e  was supposed t o  be a  b lock ing  f o r c e  f o r .  

Q Okay. . And you were t o l d  t h i s  by L ieu tenan t  
WILLINGHAM? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  t h a t  I remember. 
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Q Did L i e u t e n a n t  WILLINGHRM normally b r i e f  t h e  CP 
group s e p a r a t e  from t h e  p l a toon  l e a d e r s  o r  were t h e  p l a t o o n  
l e a d e r s  t h e r e ?  

A.  The p l a t o o n  l e a d e r s  were b r i e f e d  p r i o r .  L i eu t enan t  
WILLINGHAM w a s  my p l a toon  l e a d e r .  

Q I d o n ' t  mean t h a t ,  I mean t h e  squad l e a d e r s .  

A .  The squad l e a d e r s  were t h e r e  t o o ,  s i r .  

Q The squad l e a d e r s  were t h e r e .  I n  o t h e r  words,  
you s a t  i n  on t h e  squad ' l e a d e r s  b r i e f i n g ?  

R igh t ,  s i r .  

Q A l l  r i g h t .  Did h e  use  a map when h e  b r i e f e d  t h e  
squad l e a d e r s ?  

A .  Yes, he  does.  

Q ' D i d  h e  t e l l  them which squad would b e  load ing  i n  
which a i r c r a f t  and s o  f o r t h ?  

A .  Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q H e  d i d  break  o u t  t h e  a i r c r a f t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q DO you know i f  you went on t h e  f i r s t  o r  t h e  second 
l i f t ?  

A .  1 haven't. thought  o f  t h a t ,  sir.  I t h i n k  on t h e  
second. 

Q You t h i n k  you were on t h e  second l i f t ?  Were t h e r e  
any i n s t r u c t i o n s  given r ega rd ing  t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  of  v i l l a g e s ,  
burn ing  of  houses ,  and s o  f o r t h ?  

A .  Y e s ,  we were t o l d  n o t  t o  do it. W e  d i d n ' t  do it 
a s  I remember. 

Q You w e r e  t o l d  n o t  t o  do i t ?  

A.  Yes, s ir .  
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Q - Do you know which a r e a  you were going i n t o ?  

A .  An area--I  knew--the a r e a  w e  were going i n t o ,  t hey  
c a l l e d  it P i n k v i l l e .  

Q You knew t h a t  was where you were going? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q How about t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  of  f o o d s t u f f s ?  

A. What? 

Q. Foods tu f f s .  Rice and s o  f o r t h .  

A. The p e o p l e ' s  r i c e  and a l l  was n o t  t o  be  des t royed .  
W e  don' t u s u a l l y  d e s t r o y  it. W e  j u s t  normally l e a v e  t h a t  
u n l e s s  t h e r e  a r e  h o s t i l e  f o r c e s  i n  t h e r e  and i t ' s  more t h a n  
w h a t ' s  supposed t o  b e  i n  t h e r e .  

Q What's t h e  m a t t e r  w i t h  your  eyes?  

A. I d o n ' t  know, s i r ,  I ' m  a l i t t l e  d i z z y .  

Q Does it f e e l  h o t  t o  you? 

A .  No, s i r ,  I f e e l  f i n e .  I j u s t  f e e l  a d i zzy  f e e l i n g ,  
you know, l i k e  I ' m  going t o  be  s i c k .  

Q Do you want t o  t a k e  a break? 

A.  No, s i r .  

Q DO you want some c o f f e e ?  

RCDR: Want a cup of  wate r?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  I would a p p r e c i a t e  some w a t e r .  

COL WILSON: I f  you want t o  s t o p ,  you j u s t  s ay  s o .  What about 
l i ve s tock , ?  

A .  What, . t he  animals and a l l  l i k e  t h a t ?  W e l l ,  we 
w e r e n ' t  supposed t o  k i l l  them e i t h e r  t h a t  I remember. 

Q a L e t  me say what I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  do. I know what 
your  normal o p e r a t i o n s  a r e .  I f  you are o p e r a t i n g  i n  a f r i e n d l y  
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a r e a  you a r e  n o t  supposed t o  do t h i s .  I ' m  aware of t h a t ,  and I 
t h i n k  I ' v e  g o t  a reasonably  good i d e a  of what your  SOP is  i n  
t h e s e  o t h e r  a r e a s .  But I ' m  a sk ing  r e a l l y  i f  t h e r e  were any 
s p e c i a l  i n s t r u c t i o n s  given f o r  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ?  And t h a t ' s  
t h e  reason I h i t  t h e s e  p a r t i c u l a r  s u b j e c t s .  When I say  burn-
i n g  houses ,  were t h e r e  any s p e c i a l  i n s t r u c t i o n s  on t h a t ?  

A. No. 

Q O r  w e r e  t h e r e  any s p e c i a l  procedures  used i n  t h e  
P i n k v i l l e  a r e a ?  

A. Not t h a t  I remember, s ir .  

Q Do you know what t h e  o t h e r  p l a toons  o f  B Company 
were supposed t o  do,  t h e  2d and 3d P la toons?  

A.  No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t .  

Q Do you know what t h e  1st P la toon  w a s  going t o  do? 

A .  W e l l ,  we were supposed t o  be t h e  b lock ing  f o r c e .  
A f t e r  we g o t  over  t h e r e  t o  i n s p e c t  t h o s e  h u t s  o u r s e l v e s ,  t h e n  
a l l  of us were t o  be  s e t t i n g  up a b lock ing  f o r c e .  And a l i t t l e  
l a t e r  t h a t  even ing  we were t o  move on down t o  t h e  nex t  ob-
j e c t i v e ,  round a l l  t h e  people  up and p u t  them i n  one l o c a t i o n ,  . 
and f i n d  o u t  i f  any of t h e  enemy was i n  t h e r e  and s o  f o r t h .  

Q - Was t h e r e  any s p e c i a l  i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  each squad 
a s i d e  from which h e l i c o p t e r  t hey  were going t o  g e t  on? 

A. I c a n ' t  remember any. 

Q a W e s  any th ing  brought  o u t  about t h e  enemy f o r c e s ?  

A. W e l l  t h ey  sa id- - they  t o l d  us t hey  were p r e t t y  b i g .  
T h a t ' s  a l l  I can remember about it. They t o l d  us  it was a 
p r e t t y  l a r g e  f o r c e .  

Q Okay. Now l e t ' s  go t o  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  i t s e l f .  I ' m  
going t o  g i v e  you a b r i e f  rundown on what happened w i t h  r e s -
pect t o  t h e  t a s k  force end of i t ,  and I'm going t o  ask you t o  
move through it day by day and s e e  what you ,can  r e c a l l .  

(COL WILSON b r i e f l y  d e s c r i b e d  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  t o  t h e  
w i t n e s s .  ) 
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The l a s t  l i f t  touched down a t  8:27. You d o n ' t  
r e c a l l  which l i f t  you were i n ?  

A. No, s i r ,  n o t  t h i s  second. 

Q. Were you i n  t h e  same h e l i c o p t e r  w i th  Lieu tenant  
WILLINGHAM? 

A. No, s i r ,  a t  t h i s  time I was i n  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  w i t h  
Sergeant  RUSHIN. 

Q You were wi th  RUSHIN? 

Right ,  s i r .  

Q. And you came down; t h e  p la toon  got  o f f .  Do you
know what a c t i o n  was taken?  Did they  move immediately t o  t h e  
t r a i l  and s t a r t  toward t h e  br idge  o r  d i d  they  s t o p  on t h e  
LZ o r  what? 

A. W e  were supposed t o  s t o p  on t h e  LZ.  I b e l i e v e  
t h e  company was supposed t o  come i n t o  t h a t . s a m e  L Z ,  s o  w e  were 
supposed t o  s e t  up a b locking  fo rce  mtj.1 they  g o t  t h e r e .  I n  
case  w e  were f i r e d  on,  we were t o  r e t z r n  i t .  

Q 0 Was t h e r e  any f i r e  on t h e  LX? 

A. No, sir.  There wasn ' t .  

Q Did you s e e  anybody come i n  f i r i n g ?  

A. No, sir.  

Q Did you move o u t  be fo re  t h e  rest of t h e  p l a toons  
d id?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  We were supposed t o  move a l i t t l e  b e f o r e  
they  was. W e  were supposed t o  s t a r t  o u t  a l i t t l e  ahead of them 
because we had t o  go ac ross  t h e  r i v e r  and a l l ,  and they  would ' 

s tar t  o u t  a l i t t l e  l a t e r .  

Q And where were you when t h e  f i r s t  mine was deto-
na ted?  

A .  W e l l  I - - l e t 3 s  s e e .  I was about t h e  f i f t h  man back 
from t h e  p o i n t  man. 
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Q You w e r e  w i t h  WILLINGHAM? 

A. No, sir. H e  w a s  i n  back of me, about  t h e  c e n t e r  
of  t h e  p l a t o o n .  

Q H e  w a s  about  t h e  c e n t e r  o f  t h e  p l a toon?  

A .  Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q What were you doing up t h e r e  i n  t h e  f r o n t ?  

A.  W e l l ,  I had t o  go up t h e r e  w i t h  t h e  p o i n t  team 
t h a t  day u n t i l  w e  g o t  a c r o s s  t h e  r i v e r  and eve ry th ing .  

Q So h e  could communicate w i t h  t h e  p o i n t  team? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q Where was t h e  p o i n t  team a t  t h e  t i m e  L i e u t e n a n t  
COCHRAN h i t  t h a t  mine? 

A. W e l l ,  w e  had j u s t  e n t e r e d  some l i t t l e  hootches  
t hey  had t h e r e .  J u s t  about  t h e  t ime t h e  mine went o f f ,  we 
r e c e i v e d  a couple  o f  rounds t h a t  w a s  throwed a t  u s .  W e  w e r e  
l y i n g  on t h e  ground when we hea rd  t h e  exp los ion  go o f f .  

Q What hootches  a r e  you t a l k i n g  about ,  t h i s  s i d e  of  
t h e  r i v e r  o r  t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  r i v e r ?  

A .  T h i s  s i d e  of  . the  r i v e r .  

Q What you were a c t u a l l y  doing was moving through t h e  
sou the rn  p a r t  of  P i n k v i l l e ?  

A.  Righ t ,  s i r .  

Q On a t r a i l  w i th  hedgerows on each  s i d e  and hootches  
on each s i d e  of t h e  road ,  is  t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

(2 . Do you remember passing under a big g a t e  in t h e  road 
w i t h  some w r i t i n g  on t h e  t o p  of  i t ?  

A. No, sir. I d o n ' t .  

Q. You d o n ' t  remember t h a t .  But you w e r e  moving
down a t r a i l ?  
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A .  R i g h t ,  s i r .  

Q - And you r e c e i v e d  f i r e ?  

R igh t ,  s i r ,  

Q Did you r e c e i v e  t h i s  f i r e  b e f o r e  o r  a f t e r  Lieu-
t e n a n t  COCHRAN was wounded? 

A. a W e l l ,  w e  s t a r t e d  r e c e i v i n g  it j u s t  a few minutes  
b e f o r e  h e  s t e p p e d  on t h e  mine. 

Q. How fa r  were you from t h e  b r i d g e  when you re-
c e i v e d  f i r e ?  

A. I was about  300 o r  400 meters, maybe a l i t t l e  
f u r t h e r .  

Q Three  o r  f o u r  hundred meters from t h e  b r i d g e ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. Maybe a l i t t l e  f u r t h e r  o r  a l i t t l e  
c l o s e r .  

Q- Could you see t h e  b r i d g e ?  

A. I c a n ' t  remember, s i r .  

Q- Nobody g o t  h i t ?  

A .  No, s i r .  When w e  r e c e i v e d  t h e  f i r e ,  no ,  s i r .  

Q How much f i r i n g  was i t ?  

A. Four o r  f i v e  rounds and t h a t  was it. 

Q 9 A s n i p e r ?  

A.  S n i p e r ,  y e s ,  s ir .  

Q And t h e n  what d i d  you do? P ick  up and go on ,  o r  
d i d  you r e t u r n  t h e  f i r e  o r  what? 

A. S i r ,  w e  p icked  up and went on because  w e  d i d n ' t  
know which way t h e  f i r e  w a s  coming from. W e  w e r e  supposed 
t o  have men on b o t h  s i d e s  of us and w e  c o u l d n ' t  r e t u r n  any-
t h i n g .  They t o l d  us t o  move on o u t .  
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Q Did t h e  f i r e  appear t o  be coming from t h e  v i l l a g e  
o r  from t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  r i v e r ?  

A. Well it seemed l i k e  a t  t h e  time t h a t  it came from 
t h e  v i l l a g e ,  s i r .  We d i d n ' t  know which way t o  shoot  o r  any-
t h i n g  and we c o u l d n ' t  s top .  

Q- Then what happened? What happened when you got
down t o  t h e  b r i d g e ,  anything? 

A. No, s i r .  I t  was a l l  r i g h t .  W e  d i d  nothing u n t i l  
he t o l d  us t o  go a c r o s s ,  and then  we went on a c r o s s ,  s ir .  

Q Did you hear  t h e  second mine go o f f ?  

A. No, s i r ,  n o t  t h a t  I know of .  

Q Back t h e r e  where Lieutenant  COCHRAN was? 

A. No, s i r .  A l l  I remember was one mine going o f f ,  
and t h a t ' s  a l l  I remember about it. 

Q Okay. So now you go t  down t o  t h e  b r idge  and went 
r i g h t  on across?  

A. W e  s topped t h e r e  u n t i l  they t o l d  us  t o  go ac ross .  

Q Who t o l d  you t o  go across?  

A .  Captain MICHLES. H e  s a i d  t o  s t o p  when you g e t  t o  
t h e  br idge  and go across  when t h e  r e s t  of them got  t o  where 
they were going t o  go, s o  they  could s e e  up and down t h e  r i v e r  
a l i t t l e  b i t .  If they found anything over t h e r e ,  they ,were  
t o  l e t  us know. 

Q What was Captain MICHLES doing t a l k i n g  t o  Lieutenant 
WILLINGHAM'S  p o i n t ?  

A. Well, he was t a l k i n g  t o  Lieutenant  WILLINGHAM,  and 
we could rece ive  him on t h a t  r a d i o  too.  

Q So he wasn ' t  t a l k i n g  t o  everyone t h e n ,  he was t a l k -
ing  t o  Lieutenant  WILLINGHAM.  

A .  Right ,  s i r .  

Q And he t o l d  Lieutenant  WILLINGHAM t o  move on across  
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the--he a c t u a l l y  t o l d  WILLINGHAM t o  move on a c r o s s  t h e  r i v e r ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q And t h a t  was t h e  p o i n t  e lement?  

A .  Righ t ,  sir. 

Q. And s o  t h e  p o i n t  e lement  moved a c r o s s  t h e  b r idge?  

A .  Righ t ,  sir .  

Q How long  d i d  you ho ld  up a t  t h e  b r i d g e ?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember, s i r ,  how l o n g  we h e l d  up t h e r e .  

Q. Was it very  long? 

A. No, sir.  I t  w a s n ' t  t o o  long .  

Q W h & . t  d i d , y o ~<a, j u s t  r e p o r t  bzek t o  WILLINGHAM 
t h a t  you were a t  t h e  b r idge?  

A. Y e s ,  we s'topped back and he  t o l d  us t o  move ac-
r o s s  it. We went a c r o s s  and wa i t ed  on him t o  come a c r o s s ,  
checked a l i t t l e  hootch o u t  good t h a t  was ove r  t h e r e .  

Q W a i t  a minute. How d i d  you move a c r o s s ?  Did you 
move one man a t  a t ime? 

A. W e l l ,  we took it a l i t t l e  d i s t a n c e  a p a r t  from one 
another .  The b r i d g e  had a l i t t l e  cover  on it s o  i f  you g o t  
s h o t . a t  you could  l i e  down. There was a l i t t l e  r a i l  t h e r e .  

Q A c o n c r e t e  b r idge?  

A .  Righ t ,  s ir .  

Q =  And you moved a c r o s s  some d i s t a n c e  from one ano the r?  

A.  Righ t ,  s i r .  

Q Who moved a c r o s s  f i r s t ?  

A.  The p c i n t  man. I d o n ' t  know which p o i n t  man was 
f i r s t  t h a t  day. W e  had fou r  p o i n t  men, and t h e y  would u s u a l l y  
r o t a t e  which one was f i r s t .  
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Q- L e t  m e  s e e  who w a s  w i t h  you t h a t  day.  W e  have 
TAYLOR, HOOTON, and TITTLE. 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  and I d o n ' t  know t h e  o t h e r  guy 's  
name. I never  d i d  l e a r n  it. 

Q I t  w a s n ' t  LONG, w a s  i t ?  

A. N o ,  s ir .  H e  made t h e  f i f t h  man a f t e r  a wh i l e .  
They wanted him i n  t o o  because he had a 7 9 .  They had ano the r  
man b e s i d e s  LONG, and I d o n ' t  remember who he w a s .  

Q I c a r r y  TAYLOR, HOOTON, TITTLE, and NEEDLE. 
Was NEEDLE i n  t h e r e ?  

A. I t h i n k  so ,  s ir .  I t  sounds f a m i l i a r ,  b u t  
I d o n ' t  know f o r  s u r e .  

Q Sergean t  LIAS w a s  t h e  squad l e a d e r ?  

A. T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  H e  w a s  t h e  f i r s t  squad l e a d e r .  

Q Wasn't WILLIAMS, MICHENER, JONES, o r  REID t h a t  
f o u r t h  man? TAYLOR, TITTLE,  and HOOTON a r e  e x a c t .  But 
t h a t  f o u r t h  man i s  k ind  of  ha rd  t o  f i x .  well, anyway, you 
c ros sed  one a t  a t i m e  and g o t  on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  o f  t h e  b r i d g e ?  

A. R igh t ,  s i r .  

Q You dor, 't  r e ~ e m b e rwhat t i m e  t h i s  .was?  

A. NO,  s i r ,  I d o n ' t .  

Q Did you see any mines o r  booby t r a p s  i n  t h a t  a r e a ?  

A. N o ,  s i r ,  w e  d i d n ' t .  They had v i l l a g e r s  over  i n  
t h e r e ,  and i f  t h e r e  were any mines o r  booby t r a p s  around,  t hey  
wouldn ' t hang around. 

Q I see. You say  t h a t  when you c r o s s e d  t h e  b r i d g e  
you s a w  v i l l a g e r s ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q- How f a r  w e r e  t h e  c i v i l i a n s  from t h e  b r idge?  
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A .  About 1 0 0  o r  200 ya rds  from us o f f  t o  t h e  wes t  o f  
t h e  b r i d g e ,  i f  t h a t  f a r .  

Q How f a r ?  

A. About 1 0 0  t o  200 ya rds  a s  I remember it. 

Q Do you remember BmTENSTEIN? 

A .  Y e s ,  s i r ,  I do. 

Q. Do you remember any mor ta r  rounds going i n  over  
t h e r e ?  

A. No, sir.  

Q They went i n  b e f o r e  t h e  p l a toon  c ros sed?  

A. No, s i r ,  n o t  t'nat I know of'. 

Q. W e l l ,  it could have been when you g o t  down f o r  
t h a t  s n i p e r ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know i f  it w a s  o r  n o t ,  s ir .  

Q W e  b e l i e v e  BRETENSTEIN was c a l l e d  forward and 
brought  i n  some mor ta r  f i r e  on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of t h a t  b r i d g e .  

A. H e  might have b u t  I don'  t remember. 

Q Did you hea r  any exp los ions  ove r  t h e r e ?  

A .  I c a n ' t  remember, sir.  

Q Three o r  f o u r  of t h e  rounds were supposed t o  be  
duds. These rounds could  have h i t  f a r t h e r  o u t  towards t h e  
beach,  t o o .  I n  some tes t imony,  when you go t  t h a t  s n i p e r  f i r e  
L ieu t enan t  WILLINGHAM c a l l e d  f o r  gunships .  Do you remember 
anyth ing  about  t h a t ?  

A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t .  

Q. Capta in  MICHLES s a i d :  "You h a v e n ' t  g o t  t h a t  much 
f i r e  over  t h e r e ,  t a k e  c a r e  of  it y o u r s e l f . "  

A .  I remember Captain  MICHLES s a y i n g  t h a t  b u t  I d o n ' t  
remember L i e u t e n a n t  WILLINGHAM a s k i n g  f o r  s h i p s .  
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Q What was Captain MICHLES t a l k i n g  about i f  h e  w a s n ' t  
t a l k i n g  about gunships? 

A. I d o n ' t  know, s ir .  

Q Do remember him saying  t h a t ?  

A. Right ,  sir. 

Q. "Take c a r e  o f  it y o u r s e l f " ?  

A. Right ,  s ir .  

Q And then  supposedly a f t e r  t h a t  BRETENSTEIN came 
up and d i r e c t e d  t h e  mortar f i r e .  

A. I c a n ' t  remember BRETENSTEIN coming up. 

Q *  H e  may n o t  have come t o  you. He may have come t o  
t h e  p l a toon  l e a d e r  o r  t o  t h e  t h i r d  squad. 

A. If h e  came up h e  had t o  swi tch  r a d i o s  over  t o  
another  frequency. 

Q H e  d i d  t a l k  t o  t h e  mortar p la toon?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q H e  d i d  t a l k  t o  t h e  mortar p la toon  on t h e  company
n e t ?  

A. You c o u l d n ' t  g e t  t h e  mortar  p l a t o o n ,  n o t  unless--
it j u s t  w a s n ' t  s e t  up s o  they  could un les s  t h e  company h a d n ' t  
se t  ou t .  

Q. S e t  up on t h e  LZ? 

A. I d o n ' t  know i f  they  c a l l e d  them o r  n o t .  

Q. What happened when you got  on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  and saw 
those  people over  t h e r e ?  You said you saw some people over i n  
t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  I c a n ' t  remember what happened t h a t  day. 

Q Did you g e t  any more communications from Lieutenant  
WILLINGHAM? 
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A. No, s i r .  H e  j u s t  t o l d  us t o  ho ld  up t h e r e  u n t i l  
t h e y  got  ready t o  c r o s s .  

Q Did t h e  p la toon  move ac ross  a f t e r  you go t  t h e r e ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  they  came on a c r o s s .  

Q How much l a t e r  d i d  they come ac ross?  

A. A f t e r  we got over  t h e r e ,  they  was a minute o r  2 
minutes behind us a s  I remember. 

Q How 'many? 

A. Two minutes a s  I remember. 

Q That ' s p r e t t y  c l o s e .  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  I know. A s  f a r  a s  I can remember t h a t ' s  
how f a r  behind us  they were. 

Q Which squad was fo l lowing  you? Was it Sergeant  LIAS' 
squad o r  t h e  o t h e r  squad? 

A .  I d o n ' t  know f o r  s u r e ,  s i r ,  who was fol lowing us .  
I t h i n k  it was L I A S .  I'm n o t  s u r e .  

Q Only two squads were t h e r e ?  

A. T h a t ' s  a l l ,  s i r ,  o t h e r  than  t h e  two 6 0 ' s .  One 
i n  each squad. Two 6 0  ' s  t h a t  I remember. 

Q- TWO 60 ' s?  

A. Right ,  s i r .  

Q. You're t a l k i n g  about mortars?  

A .  No, s i r ,  machineguns. 

Q Who was t h e  o t h e r  squad l e a d e r ,  do you know? 

A .  N o ,  s i r ,  I don ' t .  
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Q Where was L ieu tenan t  WILLINGHAM? Was h e  behind 
t h e  f i r s t  squad o r  i n  f r o n t  of i t ?  

A. H e  was i n  between them. 

Q H e  was i n  between t h e  two squads .  

A .  A s  I remember it. 

Q So t h e  people  who came over  t h i s  b r i d g e  r i g h t  
a f t e r  you g o t  over  was t h e  f i r s t  squad? 

A .  Right.  

Q They g o t  over  on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  b r i d g e .  
Did t h e  o t h e r  squad come over  r i g h t  behind them? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  they  came over  r i g h t  behind them, as 
soon a s  t hey  g o t  a c r o s s .  

Q Any f i r i n g ?  

A. No, s i r ,  we d i d n ' t  r e c e i v e  no f i r e .  

Q Then t h e  whole p l a toon  moved a c r o s s ?  

A. That  I can remember. 

Q And t h i s  took about how long? 

A .  I c a n ' t  say  t h a t ,  s i r .  I d o n ' t  know how long  
it took.  

Q Okay, wha-'2 happened when you g o t  on t h e  o t h e r  
s i d e  o f  t h e  b r i d g e ?  What d i d  your p l a toon  do then?  

A. W e  were supposed t o  s ea rch  t h e  v i l l a g e  o u t  and 
eve ry th ing  and w a i t  f o r  f u r t h e r  o r d e r s .  A s  f a r  a s  I know, 
I d o n ' t  remember f i n d i n g  anyth ing .  That  's about  a l l  I can 
remember a s  f a r  a s  t h a t  was. 

Q You d o n ' t  remember f i n d i n g  anyth ing?  

A. No, s i r .  
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Q. How many hootches were t h e s e  t o  search? 

A. A s  I can remember t h e r e  w a s n ' t  very many, f i v e  
o r  t e n .  

Q Is t h a t  a l l ?  

A. Yes, sir.  

Q That wasn ' t  much of a v i l l a g e .  Going back t o  
MAP-4, was t h i s  r i g h t  on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of t h a t  br idge  here?  

A .  Right.  

Q - About 300 o r  400 meters.  Did you go s t r a i g h t
down t h e  road towards t h e  sea  when you got  on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  
of t h e  br idge?  

A. No, sir.  A s  soon as  we got over he re  we had t o  go 
t h i s  way a l i t t l e  b i t .  

Q You turned  r i g h t ?  

Right ,  s ir .  

Q *  You go t  over t h e  b r idge ,  went down t h e  t r a i l ,  and 
then  turned  r i g h t ?  

Right ,  s i r .  

Q- How f a r  down t o  t h e  r i g h t  d id  you go before  you
s t a r t e d  h i t t i n g  t h a t  v i l l a g e ?  

A .  We went about 1 0 0  t o  2 0 0  meters.  

Q One hundred t o  two hundred meters down t o  t h e  
r i g h t ?  From t h e  b r idge ,  when you got o f f  t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of 
t h e  b r idge ,  d i d  you s e e  t h e  v i l l a g e  over t h e r e ?  

A. Yes, sir.  You could s e e  p a r t  of it. 

Q - Tha t ' s  when you could s e e  t h e  people over t h e r e ,  
is t h a t  r i g h t ?  
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A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q I n  o t h e r  words, you were j u s t  across  t h e  br idge
when you could  s e e  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

a.  There was no requirement f o r  t h e  p la toon t o  remain 
around t h a t  br idge  because nobody was fol lowing them over? 

Not t h a t  I know o f .A .  

Q • The mission a s  you understood it was t o  sea rch  
out  t h a t  v i l l a g e ?  

A .  Right. 

Q And t h a t  v i l l a g e  didn I t  have b u t  how many h u t s ?  

A. About f i v e  t o  t e n  a s  f a r  a s  I know. 

Q Was t h a t  a s  f a r  south a s  you went t h e r e ?  You 
d i d n ' t  go any f u r t h e r  south? 

A. I th ink  t h a t ' s  where we laagered t h a t  n i g h t .  The 
next  day we went f u r t h e r  south.  

Q Y e s ,  b u t  I ' m  t a l k i n g  about t h e  f i r s t  day? 

A. Not a s  I remember, sir. 

Q Now, d id  you s t a y  with t h e  po in t  when t h e  platoon 
came over? 

A. No, sir ,  I s t ayed  back by t h e  l i e u t e n a n t .  

Q So, once you go t  across  t h e  br idge  wi th  t h e  p o i n t ,
how much longer  d id  you s t a y  with t h e  po in t?  

A. I s t ayed  wi th  them u n t i l  t h e  rest of t h e  p la toon 
go t  over  t h e r e .  

Q. There was no f i r i n g  coming out of t h i s  v i l l a g e ?  
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A.  No, s i r ,  n o t  t h a t  I remember. 

Q e  The on ly  f i r e  t h a t  you g o t  was t h e  f i r e  t h a t  
you got  back up where you c r o s s e d  t h e  b r i d g e .  

A. A s  f a r  a s  I remember, s ir .  

Q Do you remember Capta in  MICHLES s a y i n g ,  "You're 
n o t  going t o  g e t  gunsh ips ,  use  your  own. " Did he  say  anyth ing  
about s e t t i n g  up machineguns? Did Cap ta in  MICHLES t e l l  
WILLINGHAM t o  use  machineguns? 

A .  I don'  t remember, s i r ,  whether  h e  d i d  o r  n o t .  

Q Did t h e  p l a t o o n  f i r e  a f t e r  t h e y  g o t  on t h e  o t h e r  
s i d e  o f  t h e  b r i d g e ?  D i d  t h e  p l a t o o n  f i r e  b e f o r e  it got  on 
t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  b r i d g e ?  I ' m  p r i m a r i l y  t a l k i n g  about t h e  
p o i n t .  

A. I d o n ' t  know, sir. 

Q *  Did t h e  p l a toon  f i r e  a f t e r  it g o t  on t h e  o t h e r  
s i d e  o f  t h e  b r i d g e ?  

A. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l ,  s i r .  

Q Was t h e r e  an M-60 w i t h  t h e  p o i n t ?  

A. Not t h a t  I remember, s ir .  

Q Was t h e r e  any d e s t r u c t i o n  of  bunkers going on? 

A. Well,  t h e r e  were q u i t e  a few bunkers  down t h e r e ,  
They never  d i d  f i n d  anyth ing  i n  them when t h e y  went down i n  
them t h a t  I can r e c a l l .  

Q Who went down i n  them? 

A.  Some of t h e  p o i n t  men went i n .  W e  had one o r  two 
guys t h a t  loved t o  be a t u n n e l  r a t ,  and t h e y ' d  crawl  down i n  
them. 

Q. W e l l ,  I ' m  t a l k i n g  about  p r i m a r i l y  when you an6 thr 
p o i n t  f i r s t  g o t  over  t h e r e .  Did t h e y  s t a r t  s e a r c h i n g  t u n n e l s  
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ou t?  Did t h e  p o i n t  go down i n  t h a t  v i l l a g e ?  

A .  They waited u n t i l  t h e  r e s t  of t h e  p la toon go t  
over  t h e r e  and then  went down through it. 

Q. I n  o t h e r  words, t h e  poin t  s t ayed  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y
of t h e  br idge  u n t i l  t h e  platoon crossed  over? 

A. Right ,  sir. 

Q The o t h e r  two squads? 

A. Right.  

Q And then  t h e  p o i n t  went down through t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A .  W e l l ,  a l l  of us went down through t h e  v i l l a g e  
then.  

Q. The p o i n t  was no t  s e p a r a t e  then? I t  was p a r t
of t h e  platoon? 

A. It was p a r t  of t h e  platoon a t  t h a t  t ime,  sir.  

Q And you no longer  s t ayed  with t h e  p o i n t  f o r  
communications. When t h e  p o i n t  normally worked a s  t h e  p o i n t ,  
d i d  Lieutenant  WILLINGHAM normally put  a PRC-25 up t h e r e  with 
them? 

A .  No, s i r ,  he d i d  n o t .  
a 

Q Why d i d  he  t h i s  time? 

A. Well, t h i s  time a squad rad io  wasn ' t  working 
properly.  

Q* He wanted t o  be s u r e  t h a t  he had cornmunications? 

A. Right.  

Q W e l l ,  how f a r  ahead of t h e  platoon was t h e  poin t?  

A.  I d o n ' t  know f o r  s u r e ,  s i r .  I t  wasn ' t  very f a r  
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i n  f r o n t  of them. 

Q You could almost y e l l ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q The platoon l e a d e r  was i n  t h e  c e n t e r  of t h e  
p la toon,  I recognize t h a t .  When you s t a r t e d  moving from 
t h e  br idge  and moved down t h a t  t r a i l  t o  t h e  r i g h t ,  you 
s t i l l  had t o  have an element out  t h e r e  i n  t h e  f r o n t ,  and 
I b e l i e v e  it was t h e  po in t?  

A. Yes, sir.  

Q. But, it was c l o s e r  i n  than  i t  was on t h e  march 
over t h e  br idge? 

A. Yes ,. sir .  

Q. NOW, when t h e  p o i n t  approached t h i s  v i l l a g e ;  was 
t h e r e  any f i r i n g  going on? 

b 

A. Not t h a t  I r e c a l l ,  sir.  

Q. A 1 1  r i g h t .  That morning t h e  booby t r a p  was 
t r i p p e d  and k i l l e d  Lieutenant  COCHRAN a t  0 8 4 5 .  Between 
0845 and 0955  somebody from t h e  1st  Platoon repor ted  1 2  VC 
k i l l e d .  Now, from t h e  time t h a t  COCHRAN was k i l l e d ,  and you 
s a i d  t h a t  you r e c a l l  it being back about t h e  t ime t h a t  you 
received t h a t  s n i p e r  f i r e  i n  t h a t  v i l l a g e ,  and 1 hour and 1 0  
minutes l a t e r ,  t h e  1st Platoon repor ted  k i l l i n g  1 2  VC. 

A. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t  p a r t ,  sir.  I d o n ' t  know i f  
they  d id  o r  no t .  I was s t i l l  green over  t h e r e  and I d i d n ' t  
know when they k i l l e d  and when they didn t. A l l  I know i s  
when, they  c a l l e d  back i n  and s a i d  how many they  had k i l l e d .  

Q Your u n i t  had two d i f f e r e n t  combat opera t ions
down i n  t h a t  P i n k v i l l e  a rea  s i n c e  you were t h e r e ,  once with 
ARVN APC1s and another  time with U . S .  A P C 1 s .  I say i n  t h a t  
a rea .  I mean around t h a t  a rea .  

A. I d o n ' t  remember t h a t .  
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Q Well, s i n c e  you have 1 2  VC K I A  r epor ted  down 
t h e r e ,  a s  f a r  a s  I know, t h e r e  had t o  be some f i r i n g  before  
0955 i n . o r d e r  t o  k i l l  12 VC. You d i d n ' t  hea r  t h i s ,  d i d  you? 

A. No, s i r ,  no t  t h a t  I remember. 

Q Did you hear  any communications between Lieutenant  
WILLINGHAM and t h e  company commander? 

A. Not t h a t  I remember, sir.  

Q- You were with Lieutenant  WILLINGHAM, r i g h t ?  

A. Right ,  sir.  

Q FERNANDEZ wasn ' t t h e r e ?  

A. No, sir.  

Q Okay, a t  1025 t h e r e  were 18 VC r epor ted  KIA.  So, 
we have a pe r iod  of 2 hours t h e r e  where we have 30 VC K I A .  
Now, you j u s t  d o n ' t  do t h i s  every day. 

A. No, s i x ,  you d o n ' t .  

Q And a l l  of those  r e p o r t s  came from t h e  1st Pla toon,  
and a l l  of  them came down t h a t  day. So, what happened? You 
mean t h a t  you d o n ' t  remember any f i r i n g ?  

A. No, s i r ,  I don ' t .  

Q. Well, what about explos ives?  Do you remember 
anything about explos ives?  

A. A l l  I remember about explos ives  i s  t h a t  i f  w e  
found a couple of VC bunkers,  we'd throw a couple of hand-
grenades i n ,  bu t  t h a t ' s  a l l  t h e  explosions t h a t  I remember. 

Q Who was doing t h i s ?  

A. The po in t  men. 
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Q A t  1045, t h a t ' s  20 minutes l a t e r ,  a f t e r  t h e  l a s t  
r e p o r t  of 1 8  k i l l e d ,  it was r e p o r t e d  t h a t  s t e e l  he lme t s ,  
uniforms,  and web equipment were found. That  ' s  i n  t h e  same 
a r e a .  Where was L ieu tenan t  WILLINGHAM g e t t i n g  a l l  t h i s  
i n fo rma t ion  from? 

A. I d o n ' t  know, sir. 

Q W e l l ,  you were on t h e  r a d i o .  

A.  Y e s ,  s i r ,  I know. But ,  I don 't remember him 
c a l l i n g  i n  some f i n d i n g s .  

Q You almost  have t o  know w h a t ' s  going on.  A l l  
t h i s  s t u f f  i s  b e i n g  r e p o r t e d  back t o  Capta in  MICHLES, who 
i s  r e p o r t i n g  it back t o  Task Force Ba rke r ,  who i s  r e p o r t i n g  
it back t o  1 1 t h  Brigade,  who i s  r e p o r t i n g  it back t o  t h e  
America1 Div i s ion .  Somebody would have t o  be  somewhere. 
There would have t o  be  some v a l i d i t y  t o  t h e s e  r e p o r t s  because 
they  went r i g h t  back on up t o  t h e  t o p .  And t h a t ' s  a p r e t t y  
good r e c o r d  t h e r e .  30 VC K I A  i n  an hour  f o r  one p l a toon .  
T h a t ' s  t h e  only  t i m e  they  made t h a t  k i n d  of  r e p o r t  t h e  whole 
t i m e  t h e y  were t h e r e .  And you d o n ' t  remember? 

A .  No, s i r .  I d o n ' t ,  s i r .  

Q. A t  1240 they  r e p o r t e d  e i g h t  more VC K I A .  That  
made it  3 8  VC K I A  t h a t  day ,  from 0 9 5 5  i n  t h e  morning u n t i l  
1420 t h a t  a f t e rnoon .  Now, d i d  you s e e  any bod ie s  over  
t h e r e ?  

A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t  remember s e e i n g  any. 

Q You were r i g h t  t h e r e .  I f  t h e r e  has  been anybody 
t h a t  h a s  been i n  h e r e  t h a t  has  been r i g h t  on t h a t  s p o t  w i t h  
t h e  type  of equipment t h a t  would know what i s  going on ,  i t ' s  
you. I f  t h e r e  i s  a key man i n  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r - - a s  t o  what 
happened i n  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  l o c a t i o n ,  i t ' s .  you. You're t h e  
r a d i o  man, you have t h e  r a d i o  equipment,  you know t h e  
communications t h a t  a r e  going on ,  and you ' re t h e r e .  And we ' ve  
had o t h e r  people  who w e r e n ' t  a s  w e l l  o f f  a s  you a r e  a s  f a r  a s  
communications and p o s i t i o n  go t h a t  saw bod ie s .  
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A. I must have s t a y e d  mostly on t h e  pad t h a t  day. 
I d o n ' t  remember s e e i n g  no bod ie s  o r  no th ing .  

Q Well ,  who was s e a r c h i n g  t h e  hootches  o u t ?  

A .  The rest of  t h e  squads .  

Q. What happened t o  t h e s e  people  t h a t  you s a w  i n  
t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A .  I d o n ' t  know, s i r ,  I c a n ' t  s ay  about them. I 
d o n ' t  know what happened t o  them. W e l l ,  u s u a l l y  when we go 
over  t h e r e ,  when t h e  u n i t  comes i n ,  they  u s u a l l y  s t a y e d . '  
But t h a t  day t h e y  s t a r t e d  s l i p p i n g  o u t  on us .  

Q Where d i d  t hey  s l i p  o u t  t o ?  

A. F u r t h e r  down t h e  beach and a l l  t h a t .  Some were 
go ing  i n t o  t h e  l i t t l e  bunkers t h e y  g o t .  They a r e  camouflaged. 
You c a n ' t  f i n d  them. 

Q So they  were running away. 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q Was any a t t empt  made t o  s t o p  them? 

A.  W e  h o l l e r e d  f o r  them t o  s t o p  and e v e r y t h i n g .  
T h a t ' s  about a l l  I can remember. The c a p t a i n  t o l d  us n o t  t o  
shoo t  women and c h i l d r e n .  T h a t ' s  mostly what you f i n d  i n  t h e  
v i l l a g e s .  You d o n ' t  f i n d  no mi l i t a ry -age  males.  A l l  you 
f i n d  i s  t h e s e  l i t t l e  o l d  men. 

Q The c a p t a i n  s a i d  n o t  t o  s h o c t  them. When did h e  
s a y  t h a t ?  

A. H e  t o l d  us t h a t  b e f o r e  w e  go t  a c r o s s  t h e  r i v e r ,  
n o t  t o  shoo t  women and c h i l d r e n .  J u s t  t a k e  on mi l i t a ry -age  
men which w e  could s e e  and t e l l  them t o  s t o p ,  t r y  t o  s t o p  
them. T r y  n o t  t o  k i l l  them i f  we could .  

Q Cap ta in  MICHLES s a i d  t h i s  on t h e  r a d i o ?  
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A. Righ t ,  sir.  

Q You hea rd  t h i s  t r ansmis s ion?  

A. R igh t ,  s i r ,  b e f o r e  w e  g o t  a c r o s s  t h e  r i v e r .  

Q. What prompted t h i s  t r ansmis s ion?  Why would h e  
say  t h i s ?  

A.  W e l l ,  e ve ry  t ime we would go i n  a v i l l a g e  wi th  a  
l o t  of  young, mi l i t a ry -age  males i n  t h e r e ,  h e  d i d n ' t  want us 
t o  shoo t  women and c h i l d r e n  i n  t h e r e  mis taken f o r  one of t h e s e  
mi l i t a ry -age  males wh i l e  t hey  are running away. A good ways 
away you c a n ' t  t e l l  one from t h e  o t h e r  from t h e  h a t s  t h e y  wear. 

Q. W e l l ,  i n  o t h e r  words h e  s a i d  t h i s  a c r o s s  t h e  
b r i d g e ?  You hea rd  t h i s  on t h e  r a d i o ?  

A .  Righ t ,  sir.  

Q Did you pas s  t h i s  on t o  Sergeant  TAYLOR? 

A. Yes, s i r ,  t h a t  I know o f .  He was s t a n d i n g  r i g h t  
b e s i d e  me. Every t ime we would g e t  a message i n  h e  would be  
s t a n d i n g  r i g h t  b e s i d e  m e .  

Q =  Did you have a loudspeaker  on t h a t  r a d i o ?  

A. No, s ir .  

Q Could you h e a r  i t  through t h e  handse t?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  because h e  had t h e  handse t .  

Q H e  was c a r r y i n g  i t ?  

A. Righ t ,  s i r .  

Q. Was h e  t a l k i n g  t o  L ieu tenan t  WILLINGHAM very 
much? 

A. No, sir.  Now and t h e n  t h e  l i e u t e n a n t  would c a l l  
him and t a l k  t o  him, and t h a t  w a s n ' t  t o o  o f t e n .  
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Q Did Lieutenant  WILLINGHAM say anything about--
d i d  he  hea r  t h e  t ransmiss ions  from t h e  company commander? 

A. L ieutenant  WILLINGHAM? 

Q No, Sergeant  TAYLOR. 

A.  Y e s ,  s i r ,  h e  d id .  TAYLOR, o r  do you mean TITTLE? 

Q W e l l  w a s  TITTLE on t h e  r ad io?  

A. Right,  s ir .  H e  had charge of t h e  p o i n t  t e a m  and 
everything.  

Q. What w a s  TITTLE 's grade? 

A. I th ink  he w a s  a spec 4 .  

Q- When was TAYLOR promoted t o  sergeant?  

A. I d o n ' t  know, sir.  

Q Okay, TITTLE w a s  handl ing t h e  r ad io .  

A. Right ,  s i r .  

Q Now, I ' m  a t  a l o s s  because people t h a t  weren ' t  
i n  your p o s i t i o n  say t h e r e  was a h e l l  of a l o t  of f i r i n g  
going on. 

A. I c a n ' t  remember t h e r e  being any f i r e  o r  n o t ,  
s ir .  A s  soon as  I got  h i t ,  I c a n ' t  remember noth ing  t h a t  
f a r  back. 

Q. Where were you h i t ?  

A. Between t h e  eyes.  

Q- Were you dec lared  t o  have a l o s s  of memory 
a f t e r  t h a t ?  

A. No, s i r ,  n o t  t h a t  I know o f .  I j u s t  c a n ' t  
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remember t h a t  f a r  back t o o  much. The on ly  t h i n g  I can 
remember i s  ou r  p l a toon  moved and e v e r y t h i n g .  That  I s 

t h e  on ly  t h i n g  I can remember. 

Q. When were you h i t ?  

a.  When you were h i t  on A p r i l  29 th ,  were you 
evacua ted  back t o  t h e  S t a t e s ?  

A .  No, sir.  

Q =  You went t o  t h e  h o s p i t a l ?  

A.  I went t o  t h e  h o s p i t a l  i n  Chu L a i .  

Q Well,  i f  it w a s  i n  Chu L a i  , you would have 
remained t h e r e .  

A. I remained i n  Chu L a i  and g o t  back t o  DUC Pho. 
I s t a y e d  back t h e r e  f o r  about 2 weeks b e f o r e  I went back.  

Q How long  would you e s t i m a t e  t h e  t o t a l  t ime? 

A. From t h e  t i m e  I w a s  a t  Duc Pho? About 3 weeks 
t h a t  I know o f .  

Q How long were you i n  t h e  h o s p i t a l ?  

A. About a week. 

Q Were you s e p a r a t e d  on a pension? 

A. A what ,  s i r ?  

Q A pension.  

A. Like  drawing t h i n g s  from t h e  Army? I g o t  a l e t t e r  
from them t h e  o t h e r  day. I draw $ 4 3  . O O  a month. 

Q* Is t h a t  from t h e  Ve te ran ' s  Adminis t ra t ion?  
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A. R igh t ,  s ir .  

Q And when were you s e p a r a t e d ?  

A .  When was I what? 

Q. . When were you s e p a r a t e d  from t h e  s e r v i c e ?  

A. August 8 ,  1969. 

Q August t h e  8 t h  of 1969, and they  j u s t  came 
through wi th  t h a t  l e t t e r .  They should make it r e t r o a c t i v e ,  
I t h i n k ,  back t o  August of 1969. Do you know what t h e  b a s i s  
of t h i s  pens ion .  was? 

A. The what? 

Q The b a s i s .  Did t h e  l e t t e r  i n d i c a t e  a reason? Did 
it d e a l  w i t h  any th ing  wrong w i t h  your h e a r i n g ,  your  memory, 
o r  your e y e s i g h t ?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember, sir.  

Q You d o n ' t  know what t h e  f i n a l  d e c i s i o n  was on t h e  
awarding of  t h e  d i s a b i l i t y  compensation? 

A. No, s ir .  

Q Now, when were you h i t  between t h e  e y e s ,  on t h e  
28th o f  A p r i l ?  

A. The 29 th .  

Q Was t . h i s  s h r a p n e l  or gvnshot wounds? 

A. I t  w a s  s h r a p n e l  from a mine. 

Q- I t  was from a l and  mine? 

A. That  ' s  r i g h t .  

Q Did you d e t o n a t e  t h a t  mine o r  d i d  somebody e l s e ?  

A. Somebody else I b e l i e v e ,  s ir .  
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Q .  A f t e r  you went back t o  t h e  company, what job d i d  
t h e y  p u t  you i n ?  

A. They p u t  me on none u n t i l  I g o t  ready t o  go back 
t o  t h e  f i e l d  and I go t  my o l d  job back as RTO. 

Q 1st Pla toon?  

A .  Right ,  s ir .  

Q. You went through t h i s  v i l l a g e ,  a l l  t h e  way through
it w i t h  t h a t  p l a toon ,  and you d o n ' t  remember s e e i n g  any bod ie s?  

A. No, s ir .  

Q You s t a y e d  w i t h  L ieu tenan t  WILLINGHAM? 

A. Right .  

Q How long  d i d  you s t a y  around t h a t  v i l l a g e ?  

A .  I dontt know, sir.  

Q. D o  you remember moving o u t  and go ing  up n o r t h ,  s e t -
t i n g  up t h e  n i g h t  l a a g e r  p o s i t i o n ?  I t  would b e  back n o r t h  of 
t h e  b r i d g e .  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  I do. I do remember moving o u t  t h a t  way. 

Q And s e t t i n g  up t h e  n i g h t  l a a g e r  p o s i t i o n .  

A. Right ,  s ir .  TAYLOR h e  had t h i s  --
Q - ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  H e  had a woman. She was on a rope.  

A. Right .  

Q She w a s  be ing  used a s  p o i n t .  

A. Righ t ,  sir.  

Q Where d i d  you p ick  h e r  up a t ?  I n  t h a t  same v i l l a g e ?  

A. Righ t ,  sir. 
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Q Did you move up t h e  beach o r  d i d  you move i n l a n d ?  

A. I t h i n k  w e  moved on i n l a n d  because t h e  beach w a s  
o u t  t o  t h e  r i g h t .  

Q , You g o t  up t h e r e .  Do you remember t h a t  a f t e rnoon  
about  1600-1700 hours  a navy b o a t  b r i n g i n g  some sampans i n  t h e r e  
w i t h  Vietnamese i n  them and t u r n i n g  them o v e r  t o  L ieu tenan t  
WILLINGHAM? Th i s  would be  about 1 0  sampans and t h e  navy 
b o a t ,  navy s w i f t  b o a t ,  which d i r e c t e d  them t o  t h e  beach.  

A. I t h i n k  s o ,  s i r ,  and I t h i n k  t h e  b i g g e s t  p a r t  of  them. 
I t h i n k  t h e r e  was a l o t  of  l i t t l e  c h i l d r e n  i n  t h e r e .  I ' m  n o t  
s u r e .  

Q Do you remember a h e l i c o p t e r  coming i n  w i th  an 
i n t e r p r e t e r ,  a Vietnamese? 

A. I remember one coming i n ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  know i f  
t hey  had one on it o r  n o t .  

Q Do you remember when t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  came i n ?  
They w e r e  supposed t o  have had t h r e e  Na t iona l  Policemen, one 
Vietnamese ARVN i n t e r p r e t e r ,  and t h e r e  should  have been 
someone from U .  S . i n t e l l i g e n c e ?  

A. The U.S. was an E-6 w a s n ' t  he?  

Q- Well, I d o n ' t  even know i f  he  would have had rank 
i n s i g n i a  on. 

A. I remember t h e  policemen coming i n  because t h e y  
wore b l ack  uniforms,  s o r t  of c o t t o n  type .  I remember t h a t  
E-6, 

9 Do you remember what he  looked l i k e ?  

A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t .  

Q Did h e  have a b i g  k n i f e ,  a bowie k n i f e ?  

24" I d o n ' t  k.now i f  h e  d i d  o r  n o t ,  s ir .  

Q Was h e  an o l d e r  looking  man, baldheaded? 

(JENKINS) 30 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

APP T-348 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

A .  I d o n ' t  know nothing about him o r  how he looked,  
baldheaded o r  nothing.  

Q e What d i d  they  do,  j u s t  i n t e r r o g a t e  t h e s e  people
and p u t  them back on t h e  boa t s?  

A. They took young, mi l i ta ry-age  males,  i f  I ' m  r i g h t ,  
took them i n  wi th  them and ques t ioned  them. 

Q. Took them back, you mean, t h a t  evening i n  t h e  
h e l i c o p t e r ?  

A. Right ,  s i r .  I f  I remember, they took them back. 

Q* What d i d  they do wi th  t h e  rest o f  them? 

A .  They l e t  them go. 

Q They got  back i n t o  t h e i r  boa t s  and s a i l e d  o f f ?  

A. Right ,  s ir .  

Q How many young mi l i ta ry-age  males came o u t  of t h e  
boa t s?  

A. I would have t o  say about  10 i f  I remember. I ' m  
n o t  q u i t e  s u r e .  

Q. About l o ?  

A. About 1 0  a s  f a r  a s  I can remember. 

Q* And they  picked them up and took them o u t  of t h e r e ?  
They d i d n ' t  s t a y  wi th  you i n  your l a a g e r  a r e a ?  

A. Not t h a t  I can remember. 

Q P-21. Have you e v e r  seen  e i t h e r  one of those  two 
men i n  uniform? 

A. H e  was an o f f i c e r .  

Q The one on t h e  l e f t ?  

A. Right ,  s i r ,  t h e  American. This  one he re  used t o  
t r a v e l  w i th  him t o  j u s t  about every  v i l l a g e  he would go t o .  
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Q The one on t h e  r i g h t ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q 0 .  An i n t e r t p r e t e r ?  

A .  Righ t ,  s i r .  

Q Vietnamese? 

A. Righ t ,  s ir .  

Q Did you s e e  them on t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. 1 d o n ' t  remember i f  t hey  w a s  on t h i s  one o r  n o t .  

Q T h i s  i s  P-66. Those two Vietnamese s o l d i e r s  i n  
t h e  l e f t  p a r t  of t h e  p i c t u r e , . h a v e  you e v e r  s een  them? 

A. Y e s ,  t h a t  t h e r e  looks  l i k e  LITTLE, and I c a n ' t  s e e  
t h a t  o n e ' s  f a c e  t o o  w e l l .  

Q What d i d  you say  about t h e  o t h e r  one? 

A. H e  looks  l i k e  Se rgean t  LITTLE,. 

Q Sergean t  LITTLE? 

A .  Right .  

Q T h a t ' s  Vietnamese. 

A .  It  looks  l i k e  a l i t t l e  guy we had w i t h  us .  
Sergeant  LITTLE, 

Q. You d o n ' t  recognize  t hose?  

A. N O ,  sir .  

Q These people  t h a t  came o u t  j u s t  t o  i n t e r r o g a t e  
t h o s e  people  i n  t h e  sampans, how long  d i d  t h e y  s t a y  t h e r e ?  

A .  They w e r e  t h e r e  maybe about one-half  hour  t o  an 
hour  i f  I remember it. 
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Q One-half hour t o  an hour? 

A .  Righ t ,  s ir .  

Q. And' t h e n  they  l e f t ?  

A. I know they  l e f t .  

What happened t h a t  n i g h t ,  any th ing?  

A .  W e l l ,  a l l  I can remember i s  we were t o l d  t o  d i g  
i n  some. Our men dug i n .  T h a t ' s  about  a l l  I can remember 
about t h a t .  One of t h e  guys g o t  k i l l e d  a l i t t l e  l a t e r  on. 
H e  s p o t t e d  something t h a t  n i g h t  b u t  h e  d i d n ' t  t h i n k  no th ing  
of it because i t  d i d n ' t  look l i k e  nobody t o  him. We found 
o u t  t h e  n e x t  morning t h a t  it w a s  somebody. T h a t ' s  about a l l  
I can remember happening t h a t  n i g h t .  

Q- The nex t  morning you moved o u t  back down toward 
t h e  b r i d g e ?  

A. R igh t ,  s i r ,  I t h i n k  we w a i t e d  on t h e  rest o f  t h e  
company t h a t  morning. I ' m  n o t  f o r  s u r e .  

Q. Did TAYLOR r e l e a s e  t h a t  woman a s  p o i n t  y e t ?  

A .  What? 

Q- How come TAYLOR, . h i t  t h e  mine and t h e  woman d i d n ' t ?  

A .  I d o n ' t  know, s i r ,  TAYLOR was i n  f r o n t  of  t h e  woman 
t h a t  I know. H e  knew t h e  mine was up t h e r e  from what I 
g a t h e r .  How he  go t  o u t  n o t  g e t t i n g  no more h u r t  t h a t  he  d i d ,  
I d o n ' t  know. H e  mus tn ' t  have took t h e  f u l l  f o r c e  of it. 

Q- L e t ' s  go over  t h i s  t h i n g .  TAYLOR had t h e  woman. 
I thought  t h a t  h e  always had t h e  woman o u t  i n  f r o n t  o f  him? 

A .  He always d i d ,  s i r .  H e  f i g u r e d  a mine would b e  
up the re ,  H e  knew they  came up t h e r e  t h a t  night--everybody 
s topped  t h e r e  b e f o r e  we s e t  up. W e  were s i t t i n g  t h e r e  and he  
went on up t h e  b r i d g e  because he  had a hunch t h e  mine was up 
t h e r e ,  s ea rch ing .  H e  s een  something t h a t  looked l i k e  one and 
he s t a r t e d  prob ing ,  and they  say it w a s  command-detonated. I 

(JENKINS) APP T-348  

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

d o n ' t  know i f  it was command-detonated o r  n o t .  Then a f t e r  
t h a t ,  as f a r  a s  I remember, t h a t  day we r e c e i v e d  a l i t t l e  
b i t  of f i r e .  

Q 0' L e t  m e  g e t  back t o  t h i s  mine b u s i n e s s .  This  mine, 
as f a r  as you know, w a s n ' t  t h e r e  t h e  day befor ,e  w a s  i t ?  

A. No, s i r ,  a l l  of us came a c r o s s  t h e r e .  

Q. Somebody walked a c r o s s  t h e  a r e a  where t h a t  mine 
w a s  o r  was t h i s  mine o f f  t h e  t r a i l ?  

A. It  w a s  on t h e  t r a i l  t i e d  r i g h t  t o  t h e  b r i d g e .  

Q. More than  l i k e l y  somebody must have walked over  
t h a t  a r e a  t h e  day b e f o r e ,  r i g h t ?  

A.  Righ t ,  s ir .  Well ,  a l l  of us walked o v e r  it. 

Q The mine had t o  be  p u t  i n  t h e r e  t h a t  n i g h t  t hen?  

Q • Is t h i s  what you t h i n k  happened? 

A .  Righ t ,  s i r .  

Q What e~rerybodythought: happened? 

A .  Yes, s i r ,  t h a t ' s  what a great p a r t  of  u s  thought, 
Everybody walked ove r  t h a t  one p a r t i c u l a r  a r e a  coming i n .  

Q Now, TAYLOR saw t h i s  mine, and he  s a w  it t o o  l a t e  
i s  what. you s a i d ?  

A. H e  s a w  it. He w a s  p rob ing  f o r  it and it went o f f ,  

Q g  A l l  r i g h t .  N c w  when he  w a s  p rob ing ,  was h e  probing  
w i t h  f i x e d  bayone t ,  w i t h  h i s  weapon? 

A. Yes, s i r ,  They sa id  h e  had n i s  r i f l e  i n  h i s  
hand and it blew it a i l  t o  p i e c e s .  

Q - T h a t ' s  what w e  unders tand ,  t h a t  it blew up his 
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weapon. It  seems awful funny t o  m e ,  though,  t h a t  t h a t  weapon 
had de tona ted  t h a t  mine and h i s  f o o t  down t h e r e  on t h e  ground 
was i n j u r e d .  

A. I know, s ir .  

Q What happened t o  h i s  head and h i s  body? 

A. I d o n ' t  know, sir. They s a i d  h e  used h i s  weapon 
t o  probe f o r  i t .  A s  f a r  a s  I g o t  o u t  of it, he used h i s  wea-
pon. 

Q. H e  had t o  have h i s  f o o t  r i g h t  on t o p  of  it. 

A. I d o n ' t  know what h e  had r i g h t  on t o p  of it. 

Q *  It  w a s  j u s t  a f r e a k  wound a s  f a r  a s  I can s e e ,  
t h e  way i t ' s  been desc r ibed .  Did you see him doing t h a t ?  

A. No, t h a t ' s  t h e  way it g o t  back t o  m e  what he  w a s  
doing.  

Q. I j u s t  d o n ' t  unders tand it. W e l l ,  t h e r e  were 
supposed t o  have been some o t h e r  mines around t h e r e  t oo?  

A. Well ,  t h e r e  d i d  look l i k e  one o f f  t o  t h e  l e f t ,  
t h e y  s a i d ,  o f f  t o  t h e  l e f t  of t h e  pa th  c l e a r  down by t h e  
beach.  They t o l d  us n o t  t o  go i n  t h a t  a r e a .  Wasn' t  nobody 
t h a t  would go i n  t h e r e .  I t  seemed l i k e  one w a s  s e t t i n g  be-
cause  t h e  chopper was p r e t t y  c l o s e  t o  it. Everybody had t o  
walk around it  i f  t hey  had t o  go i n  t h a t  a r e a  t o  h e l p  t h e  
chopper t a k e  TAYLOR o u t .  

Q Now, when t h i s  mine went o f f ,  d i d  you r e c e i v e  f i r e  
beforehand? 

A. I t h i n k  w e  r ece ived  it a f t e rwards .  

Q. How much f i r e ?  

A .  I c o u l d n ' t  s ay  f o r  s u r e .  I t  only l a s t e d  f o r  a 
minute o r  s o  and they  c a l l e d  gunships i n  t h a t  day,  I know. 

Q Gunships came i n ?  How many runs  d i d  t h e  gunships
make? 
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A.  They made two o r  t h r e e  t h a t  I know of  because one of 
I 

t h e  s h e l l s  f l ew o u t  of t h e  c o c k p i t  and h i t  m e  on t h e  arm. 

Q - How many gunships were t h e r e ?  

A .  A s  f a r  as I know, t h e r e  w a s  about  t h r e e .  

Q Did they  use  t h e  miniguns o r  r o c k e t s ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know what t h e y  was us ing .  I d o n ' t  know 
what t h e y  used,  sir.  

They s t r a f e d  ' t h e  v i l l a g e ?Q 

A .  S i r ?  

Q They s t r a f e d  t h e  v i l l a g e .  They f i r e d  i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Yes, sir.  

That  ' s  where t h e  f i r i n g  w a s  coming from? 

Right ,  sir. 

Q The v i l l a g e  t h a t  you searched  t h e  day b e f o r e ?  

A .  Right ,  s ir .  

Q Now, would you t e l l  me, i f  t h i s  b r i d g e  was s o  
impor tan t ,  where he go t  h i s  o r d e r s  from, why you l e f t  t h a t  
b r i d g e  and went up n o r t h  and l e t  t h e  VC mine it t h a t  n i g h t ?  Why 
d i d n ' t  h e  s t a y  down t h e r e  a t  t h e  b r i d g e  i f  t h a t ' s  s o  damn 
impor tan t?  The company had t o  c r o s s  it t h e  n e x t  day. 

A .  I d o n ' t  know, s ir .  The n e x t  day when t h e  company 
come a c r o s s  t hey  had a minesweeper. They was supposed t o  
be  d e t e c t i n g  mines and p u t t i n g  t i s s u e  o r  some k ind  of wh i t e  
paper  around i t ,  and t h e  demo men would blow them when they  
come through.  

Q Before  t h e  gunships  g o t  t h e r e ,  was any f i r e  
coming from the p la toon?  Did the p la toon  f i r e  back i n t o  t h i s  
village? 

A .  Y e s ,  s i r ,  t hey  d i d .  
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Did you s e e  anybody i n  t h a t  v i l l a g e ?  

N o ,  s i r ,  I didn ' t s e e  nobody a t  t h a t  t ime.  

Did you see  anybody i n  t h a t  v i l l a g e  t h a t  day? 

No, s i r ,  no t  t h a t  I remember. 

The gunships worked it over? 

Right ,  sir.  

And t h e  company came across?  

Right, sir ,  they  came ac ross  t h a t  day. 

And moved south? 

T h a t ' s  r i g h t ,  s i r .  

And you moved in land?  

A. I t h i n k  we moved i n l a n d  and then  we s t a r t e d  moving 
a11 k inds - - s t a r t ed  t o  run down a l l  through t h e r e .  

Q Did you s e e  any bodies  down t h e r e  t h a t  day? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember i f  we went a l l  t h e  way down t o  
t h e  end of t h e  beach. And as  f a r  a s  t h a t  l i t t l e  p a r t  r u n s ,  
i f  it had water  o r  no t .  T h a t ' s  a l l  I can t h i n k  o f ,  we went 
a l l  t h e  way down and t h e r e  were a few people i n  t h e r e  and a l l  
them boa t s  were i n  t h e r e  ?oo. 

Q You moved t h a t  way? You were on t h e  i n s i d e ?  

A .  W e  walked across  t h e r e  t h a t  day. I t h i n k  we 
walked down as far as t h i s  l i t t l e  i s l a n d  went, searching  it 
out  and back up it. 

Q W e l l ,  when you were going down d i d  you s e e  a r i v e r  
o r  t u r n  back t h a t  evening o u t  on t h e  r i v e r s i d e ?  Not t h e  sea-
s i d e ,  because you were walking down by a r i v e r .  

A. The ocean--
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Q ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  You were on t h e  r i v e r s i d e .  DO you
remember t h a t  r i v e r  b e i n g  t h e r e ?  

A.  W e  was walking a c r o s s .  

Q Do you remember a b o a t  o u t  t h e r e  w i t h  a bunch of 
people  i n  it, t a k i n g  it under f i r e  any t i m e  t h a t  day? 

A .  No, sir.  

Q A l l  r i g h t ,  l e t  me go back t o  t h e  f i r s t  day and 
p a r t  of t h e  second day when t h e  f i r i n g  was going on.  It i s  
n o t  t h e  purpose of my i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t o  make anybody t h e  
scapegoa t .  I t  i s  t h e  purpose of  my i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t o  f i n d  
o u t  what happened. 

A. Y e s , .  s i r .  

Q We've had people  come i n  and say  t h e r e  w a s  a l o t  
o f  f i r i n g ,  a l o t  of unnecessary k i l l i n g .  

A.  There might have been,  s i r ,  I c a n ' t  remember 
t h a t  p a r t  a t  a l l .  

Q The t h i n g  i s ,  I h a v e n ' t  had anybody come i n  h e r e  
and say  t h e r e  wasn ' t .  I ' v e  had people  say  t h e y  c o u l d n ' t  
remember. 

A .  I can ' t  remember t h a t  f a r  back. I don 't know 
f o r  s u r e .  

Q W e l l ,  can you say  t h a t  you d o n ' t  remember? Can 
you say  t h e r e  w a s n ' t  any f i r i n g ?  

A.  No, s i r ,  I c a n ' t  f o r  s u r e .  

Q You j u s t  f l a t  c a n ' t  remember one way o r  t h e  o t h e r ?  

A .  Right ,  s i r ,  I d o n ' t  remember i f  t h e r e  w a s n ' t  o r  
w a s  t h a t  day. 

Q - Going back down s o u t h ,  how about burn ing  t h e  
v i l l a g e s ?  

A .  I t h i n k  t h e y  burned some t h a t  day. 
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Q The v i l l a g e s  would have been on t h e  company C P ,  
on t h e  1st P la toon  s i d e .  Those o u t  on t h e  c o a s t  I d o n ' t  
t h i n k  would have run i n t o  any v i l l a g e s .  I f  t h e y  would h z v e  
burned any they  would have burned them on t h e  r i v e r s i d e .  

A. R igh t ,  s i r .  Capta in  MICHLES, i f  I can r e m e m b e r  
r i g h t ,  he c a l l e d  and t o l d  them no t  t o  be  s e t t i n g  t h e  v i l l a g e s  
on f i r e .  I f  I r e c a l l ,  t h a t  I s  what he  s a i d  t h a t  day. W e  
w e r e n ' t  supposed t o  be  burn ing  v i l l a g e s  i n  t h a t  area. I t  was 
supposed t o  be  f r i e n d l y  v i l l a g e s .  

Q What t ime was t h i s ,  do you r e c a l l ?  

A. The 1 7 t h .  I d o n ' t  know e x a c t l y  what t i m e  i t  was 
t h a t  day. 

Q. We're p r e t t y  s u r e  t h a t  B Company burned t h r e e  
v i l l a g e s  t h a t  day. 

A. I don' t know how many they  burned t h a t  day. I t  
was more than  t h r e e  I know o f .  

Q I t  depends on what you say  a v i l l a g e  i s .  

A. The ones I was a t  going down s o u t h ,  t h e r e  was 
some p r e t t y  good-sized v i l l a g e s  going on down through t h e r e .  

Q Were t h e r e  any e x p l o s i v e s  used down on through 
t h e r e ?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember any,  s i r .  

Q. How about a h e l i c o p t e r  resupply  coming i n  t h e  
f i r s t  day? D o  you remember t h a t  coming i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  I do. 

Q Were t h e r e  e x p l o s i v e s  on i t ?  Ammo? What was t h e  
purpose of  t h e  resupply?  

A .  They had C4 and TNT I t h i n k .  

Q There was a l o t  of  C4 and TNT b e i n g  used up t h a t  
day. 
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A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  I know b u t  I couldn t s a y  when t h e y  
used it ss n o t h i n g c  I don 't know f o r  s u r e .  I don 't know if 
they used it t h e  second day o r  t h e  first day. 

Q .  That h e l i c o p t e r  came i n  t h e  first day, D o  you 
remerrber a h e l i c o p t e r  coming i n  t h e  second day w i t h  Lieutenant 
LEWIS, a n e w  o f f i c e r ,  t a k i n g  L ieu tenan t  COCHRAN's p l a c e ?  

7, 
a- No, sir, I d x ' t  remember t h a t  coming i n .  

1-1 u Dc you remember L ieu tenan t  MUEDY? 

A .. 1 remember h i m  b u t  I d o n ' t  know when h e  came, 

Q. You don't remember see ing  him t a a t  day? 

A.  N o ,  s ir ,  I d o n ' t ,  

The 2 7 t 1 ~ 3  

7,--- 653, sir. 

c. You moved a11 t h e  way south? 

;t.
A *  e R i g h t ,  s i r ,  t h a t  f can remember. 

@'.'$ 

.c J .. ~ - 2 1 2 ?  90 you recognize t h a t ?  

A. Y e s ,  SLY, I rernenber that because they g o t  a l o t  
of z < l b , ~ e t so i ~ t~ - , . X T Q ~ , J ? ~  t>L.sre, 

,-'..?: .I. Was t h a t  ui9lage burned? ~hac'son the extreme 
si_.lutheynt:LX;~ 

-;+ , 1 d o n ' t  reca.11 i f  w e  did burn it upI s i r ,  b u t  I 
know of a few f i r e s  starting on t h e  i n s i d e  of it as you e n t e r  
: 4-. I knaw a few of them w a s  burned t l ia t  I know o f .  I don t 

.- *!<now 2 E l'i, was everything burned o r  no t .  

<) T 
Wnat about across the r i v e r  over  t h e r e  wh i l e  you 

: > c - i i t l r i  yor, see a n y  3;rning going on over  t h e r e ?  

-
A. liar s i c p  not L h a t  I can rernenber. 

,*'<.I . ,.,.. - Whre were yo2  watching t h e s e  s a i l b o a t s ?  
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A .  On t h e  ocean t h a t  day. I t  was towards t h e  r i v e r  
and t h e  ocean,  it loolted l i k e .  Water was on one s i d e  and you 
would go a l l  t h e  way down t o  t h e  ocean,  I think it was t h e  
ocean. 

Q I ' m  t a l k i n g  about wh i l e  you w e r e  going t h e r e ,  n o t  
wh i l e  you wers t h e r e .  

A. No, s i r .  

Q- How about t h a t  n i g h t ?  Did anyth ing  unusual. happen
t h a t  n i g h t ?  

A .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  s o ,  s i r ,  because a l l  o f  us were 
l a a g e r e d  i n  t h e r e  t o g e t h e r .  I t  was a c l o s e  pe r ime te r .  i 
remember no th ing  happened t h a t  n i g h t .  I remember w e  had a 
c l o s e  pe r ime te r  t h a t  n i g h t ,  t h e  whole company. 

Q Going down t h e r e  do you remember s e e i n g  a VietnamesetGoman w i t h  tli:: A2\72< ;-jeoi?iewhc -..,---- --'"-I-v v t z i c  W I  L I L  ya-iL ~22*2G .& .- ..-. -. 3, .  .- .. . 
L'Zl?L<:LLu'= L 

s e e i n g  t h e  ARVN wi th  you? 

A .  I remember t h e  ARVN t h e  second day ,  but I don't 
remember them coming t h e  f i r s t ,  I ' d o n ' t  know i f  t h e y  had .-: 
woman o r  n o t ,  un l e s s  i t  was t h e  one t h a t  TAYLOR had, 

Q. Wlzy would you say t h a t ?  

Q - Unless it was t h e  one t h a t  TAYLOR had? 

A. W e l l ,  a f t e r  TAYLOR g o t  h i t ,  she  d i d n ' t  t a k e  of?, 
s h e  s t a y e d  wi th  t h e  company t h e r e  f o r  a  long  t i m e .  She s t a y -
ed wi th  t h e  company. W e  su r r ende red  ail t h e  people  aboz t  :?.-c7 

l a s t  day t h e r e .  

Q B W e l l ,  we've hea rd  r e p o r t s  from o t h e r  people  that 
she  was tu rned  over t o  t h e  A R V N ' s ,  s t a y e d  w i t h  them--

( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I d o n ' t  know i f  she  was o r  n c t ,  sir--

Q - ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  To cook f o r  them. 

A. I don? know i f  she  was or not .  
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Q .  Do you r ecogn ize  anyth ing  i n  t h a t  photograph,  
P-210? 

A. I d o n ' t  seem t o  r e c a l l  it, b u t  t h e  way t h e  woman 
looks ,  she  g o t  an Army k n i f e .  

Q Which woman i s  t h a t ?  

A .  The one t h a t  TAYLOR had t h a t  I remember, h e r .  

Q Is t h a t  t h e  one? 

A. I t  looks  l i k e  t h e  one.  I know we had--she w a s  exactly--
b u t  I d o n ' t  know i f  she  s t a y e d  wi th  us o r  n o t .  

Q W e l l ,  now why do you say--

A, ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  She ' s  g o t  an Army k n i f e  i n  h e r  hand 
t h a t  I know o f .  

Q What i s  t h a t  s h e ' s  g o t  on h e r  head? D i d n ' t  she 
have some s o r t  of unusual  headgear  on? 

A. T h a t ' s  an ARVN helmet .  

Q. Did she  have t h a t  on when she  was w i t h  TAYLOR? 

No, not t h a t  I know o f .  

9 0 A r e  you reasonably  s u r e  t h a t  t h i s  w a s  t h e  same 
woman t h a t  was wi th  TAYLOR? 

A. Y e s ,  as f a r  as I know i t ' s  t h e  same woman. 

Q c  How can ydu t e l l ?  

A. Wel i ,  she  g o t  t h e  same shoes on and e v e r y t h i n g  and 
they d o n ' t  w e a r  t h e  same k i n d  of  shoes  over  t h e r e  a s  I r e m e m -
b e r .  A l o t  of them wear d i f f e r e n t  k ind  of shoes .  

i2 What else? 

A. O n e  r ea son  I know it, sir,  because I remember see-
i n g  cooking u t e n s i l s  i n  t h a t  v i l l a g e  t h a t  day. 

Q a What v i l l a g e ?  

1 

( J E N K I N S )  4 2  

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

APP T-348 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

A. I t ' s  n o t  t o o  f a r  from where we l a a g e r e d  t h a t  n i g h t .  

Q What, t h e s e  cooking u t e n s i l s  h e r e ?  

A. R igh t ,  sir.  

Q But TAYLOR wasn ' t t h e r e ?  

A .. No, s i r .  

Q Well,  t h e  s t o r y  we g o t  was t h e  ARVN's  had a wo-
man cooking f o r  them and somebody e l s e  t o l d  us t h a t  was t h e  
same woman t h a t  TAYLOR had? 

A. Well ,  t h a t  does look l i k e  t h e  same woman t h a t  
TAYLOR had w i t h  t h e  shoes  and t h e  American k n i f e  s h e ' s  g o t  
t h e r e ,  t h e s e  u t e n s i l s  she  g o t  here--

Q. ( ~ n t e r p o s ' i n ~ )You mean she  c a r r i e d  t h o s e  cooking
u t e n s i l s ?  

A. No, s i r .  They were down. t h e r e  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q T h a t ' s  nea r  where yon laagersd? 

A. Right ,  s i r .  

Q Was t h i s  woman m i s t r e a t e d  by t h e  1st P la toon?  

A. - N o t  t h a t  I can remember, s i r ,  u n l e s s  TAYLOR m i s -
t r e a t e d  h e r  when she  w a s  wi th  him. 1 d o n ' t  t h i n k  he m i s -
t r e a t e d  h e r .  She was awful f r i e n d l y .  She even c r i e d  t h e  
day he g o t  h i t .  

Q A f t e r  he had h e r  on a rope? 

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q - What d i d  he  have h e r  on t h e  rope f o r ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know, s ir .  I guess it was t o  keep h e r  from 
running o f f .  T h a t ' s  t h e  on ly  reason  I f i g u r e  he had h e r  on 
t h e  rope.  
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Q. ~ u the  d i d  have ' h e r  o u t  i n  f r o n t .  You say  WILLINGHAM 
saw h e r ,  r i g h t ?  

A .  That  I know o f ,  s ir ,  he d id .  I know he s a w  h e r ,  
s i r ,  because they  wasn t s l e e p i n g  t o o  f a r  from us t h a t  n i g h t .  

Q e  Did you h e a r  anyth ing  about rape and s t u f f  i n  t h a t  
f i r s t  v i l l a g e ?  

A. What? 

Q - Rapes ? 

A. No, sir. No, s i r ,  I d i d n ' t .  

Q You broke  camp t h a t  n i g h t  and went back up by t h e  
b r i d g e ,  and t h e  1st P la toon  found 3,000 pounds of r i c e .  You 
moved r i g h t  up t o  t h a t  v i l l a g e  up t h e r e ,  t h e  b i g  v i l l a g e  where 
t hey  had a l l  t h o s e  people?  

A. We moved a l l  t h e  people  down t o  one end of  t h e  
v i l l a g e .  

Q e  You moved a l l  t h e  people  down and you had a MEDCAP? 

Q - D i d  y ~ us e e  any ARVN up t h e r e ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  because t h e  ARVN's  were coming i n  j u s t  
when a whole ' l o t  of  people  were i n  a b i g  c i r c l e  t h e r e ,  s l i p p i n g  
o u t  and a l l  l i k e  t h a t .  

Q . D i d  you s e e  any M I  pe rsonne l  up t h e r e ,  m i l i t a r y
i n t e l l i g e n c e ?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember, s i r .  

Q Did you s e e  any i n t e r p r e t e r s  i n t e r r o g a t i n g  people?  

A,  Yes, s i r .  

Q Were they  ARVN' s  o r  U .  S .? 

A. They was ARVN1s  a s  I remember. The A R V N ' s  c a r r i e d  
them i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  and was t a l k i n g  t o  them. 
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Who w e r e  they  i n t e r r o g a t i n g ,  men o r  women? 

I n t e r r o g a t i n g  them both .  

Q - Were they  i n  view? Did you s e e  them i n t e r r o g a t e
them? 

A. Well ,  we could h e a r  some go down there--you could 
see them t a k i n g  them i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e .  And they  would be t h o r e  
f o r  a l i t t l e  wh i l e  and w a i t  f o r  t h e  head man t o  come over  
and say  they  could  go,  and they  would go back a f t e r  more. 

Q* Did you s e e  any mis t rea tment?  

A. No, s i r ,  I d i d n ' t  s ee  any mis t rea tment  t h a t  day,  

Q- That  was on t h e  18th? 

A. T h a t ' s  it. 

Q. Did you s e e  t h e  medical  team come i n  t h e r e ,  s e e  
t h e  MEDCAP? 

A. NO,  s i r ,  I d o n ' t  remember s e e i n g  them. 

Q There was a f a i r l y  l a r g e  medical  team brought  i l l  
t h e r e  t o  p rocess  t h e s e  people .  I d o n ' t  know how long they  
s t a y e d .  I f  you were o u t  s ea rch ing  t h e s e  v i l l a g e s ,  you prob-
ab ly  wouldn ' t  have seen  them anyhow? 

A .  NO, s i r ,  I wouldn ' t  have. 

Q. When you went back and s e t  up t h e  l a a g e r  a r e a  t h a t  
n i g h t ,  were any p r i s o n e r s  around?.  Do you remember s ee ing  any 
p r i s o n e r s  ? 

A. Yes, s ir .  They had some o f  them i n  t h e  a r e a  t h a t  
w e  were going t o  l a a g e r  i n  t h a t  n i g h t .  We had them c l e a n  o u t  
t i n  cans and s t u f f .  And we found two o r  t h r e e  79 rounds n e a r  
t h e  r o o t  of a tree. We g o t  them--couldn' t  f i n d  no th ing  e l s e  
t h e r e  and we had them walk up and down a l l  over  t h e  f i e l d  s i d e  
by s i d e  t r y i n g  t o  c l e a r  i n  t h e r e ,  and they  c leaned  a l l  t h e  cans 
and s t u f f  and p i l e d  them a l l  i n  one p l ace .  I t h i n k  they  k e p t  
some of  them t h a t  n i g h t ,  mostly young boys. 
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Q These M-79 rounds,  were they  booby-trapped? 

A. No, sir.  

Q- And t h e s e  people  were used t o  c l e a r  t h e  l a a g e r
a r e a ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q Then they  were t u r n e d  loose?  

A .  NO,  s ir .  They k e p t  t h e  young mi l i t a ry -age  males. 
The women and t h e  c h i l d r e n  were t u r n e d  loose .  

Q- Did you see any a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  come i n  t h a t  day,
marker rounds ? 

A. Yes, s i r ,  because they c a l l e d  some t h a t  n i g h t ,  I 
imagine b e f o r e  it g o t  t o o  d a r k ,  s o  t hey  could g e t  t h e i r  mor ta r  
s e t  up and c a l l  i n  a r t i l l e r y  i f  they  had t o  have it. This  
way they  would a l r e a d y  have t h e i r  l o c a t i o n s  i n .  

Q. Did you see t h e  woman t h a t  was brought  i n  w i th  
h e r  l e g  a l l  c u t  open? 

A .  No, s i r ,  I d i d  n o t .  I remember t hey  s a i d  t h a t  h e r  
f o o t  was t u r n e d  around backwards. I remember one l i k e  t ha t - -
I d o n ' t  remember one wi th  h e r  l e g  c u t  open j u s t  f o o l i n g  
around--

Q ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  What happened t o  h e r ?  

A. I d o n ' t  k?ow, sir.  A l l  I can remember is  them 
b r i n g i n g  one i n  l i k e  t h a t .  I d o n ' t  know i f  it was t h a t  one 
t h a t  " f r a g s  " g o t  o r  what. 

Q. One what? 

A. One of  t h e  " f r a g s  ''--some rounds t h a t  w a s  f i r e d  
i n .  

Q Who brought  h e r  i n ?  

A .  I d o n ' t  remember who brought  h e r  i n ,  s i r .  

Q. Was she  evacuated? 
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Y e s ,  s ir ,  she  was. 

Q- It must be t h e  same one.  H e r  l e g  w a s  i n  r e a l  bad 
shape i f  I remember. You had a mor ta r  a t t a c k  t h a t  n i g h t .  I 
t h i n k  we g o t  most o f  t h e  in format ion  on t h a t .  I n  f a c t  you 
had two mor t a r  a t t a c k s  t h a t  n i g h t .  Do you remember t h e  s i n g l e  
round coming about  4 : 4 0  i n  t h e  morning? One came i n  a t  1 :40,  
t h a t  was 15 o r  16 rounds,  and one came i n  a t  4 :  40. Now t h i s  
a t t a c k  r e s u l t e d  i n  one K I A  and f i v e  wounded. Did you know 
t h a t ?  

A. I remember we had one K I A  t h a t  day and f o u r  wounded, 
and one of  them d i e d  t h a t  n i g h t .  

Q- Right ,  one d i e d .  Were a l l  t hose  people  from t h e  
Ist Pla toon?  

A. A l l  b u t  one o f  them, he  w a s  from t h e  3d P la toon  
I t h i n k .  

Q - Which one was from t h e  3d P la toon?  

A. I c a n ' t  t h i n k  of h i s  name. One of  o u r  men, h i s  
name w a s  Se rgean t  RUSHIN. I c a n ' t  t h i n k  of  t h a t  o t h e r  k i d ' s  
name. 

Q. Well, l e t ' s  see, we g o t  two. MOSSFORD was t h e  one 
t h a t  d i e d  later .  

Right ,  s ir .  

Q* HARTSELL, MILLSAPS. 

A. MILLSAPS was t h e  o t h e r  one t h a t  w a s  i n  my p l a toon .  
The o t h e r  guy w a s  i n  t h e  3d. 

Q. ANDERSON? He was wounded. ANDERSON, RUSHIN, MILUS 
w a s  k i l l e d ,  HARTSELL, and MOSSFORD. 

A. . I j u s t  remember g e t t i n g  f i v e ,  t h e r e  was one k i l l e d  
and f o u r  wounded t h a t  I know o f .  

Q- Five  wounded, one k i l l e d .  

A. I know we g o t  f o u r  by t h e  mines. I remember s e e i n g  
one from t h e  3d P la toon .  I saw him wounded. 

* 
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Q Were any of  t h e s e  people  good f r i e n d s  of yours?  

A. Yes, s i r ,  MOSSFORD and t h a t  MILLSAPS, he was a 
good f r i e n d  of mine, and Joe .  M e  and t h e  s e r g e a n t ,  w e  g o t  
a long p r e t t y  w e l l .  

RUSHIN?Q 

A- Yes, s i r .  

Q. Whom a r e  you c a l l i n g  Joe?  

A.  MILUS. 

Q e  MILUS,  was he a good f r i e n d  of yours?  

A. Yes, s i r .  W e  g o t  a long  p r e t t y  w e l l .  

Q- MOSSFORD? 

A .  Yes , sir .  

Q- And MILLSAPS? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Where I s  MILLSAPS? 

A. W e l l ,  I hea rd  of  him when he g o t  h i t .  He g o t  h i t  
i n  t h e  l e g  and he had a c a r t i l a g e  t o r e  t o  p i e c e s .  H e  had t o  
keep a b i g  bunch of it o u t  of h i s  l e g  someplace above h i s  
knee o r  below it. T h a t ' s  t h e  l a s t  t ime I e v e r  seen  him, and 
I never  s een  him come back o r  heard  from him o r  anything.  

Q You seem t o  have been taken  a l i t t l e  back when 
I mentioned t h i s  mor ta r  a t t a c k .  Why? 

A .  S i r ?  

Q You seem t o  have had some r e a c t i o n  when I men-
t i o n e d  t h i s  mortar  a t t a c k .  Why? 

A .  W e l l ,  s i r ,  t h a t ' s  a l l  I can remember i s  when w e  
g e t  h i t .  I t ' s  something I c a n ' t  l e t  ou t .  I wish I could  
f o r g e t .  

Q D i d  you g e t  involved  wi th  moving t h e s e  people  t h a t  
n i g h t ?  
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A .  No, s i r ,  because I took ove r  a p o s i t i o n  t h a t  
n i g h t  wou ldn ' t  nobody t a k e  it. The a s s i s t a n t  gunner,  they 
p u l l e d  him o f f ,  and J O N E S ,  he wouldn ' t  s t a y  t h e r e .  They 
had a l o c a t i o n  on t h a t  machinegun s e t  i n  a t  n i g h t .  Me and 
two more guys took over  t h a t  n ight- -

( I n t e r p o s i n g )  What d i d  t hey  do w i t h  MILUS? 

A .  I t h i n k  they  k e p t  him t h e r e  t h a t  n i g h t  and s e n t  
him o u t  t h e  n e x t  morning. 

Q- What about t h e s e  o t h e r  boys ,  d i d  t hey  g e t  them 
o u t  of t h e r e  p r e t t y  f a s t ?  

A .  Y e s ,  s ir ,  t h e  ones t h a t  was wounded I t h i n k  they  
took them o u t  t h a t  n i g h t .  I ' m  n o t  s u r e .  

Q- Took them o u t  t h a t  n i g h t ?  

A .  Y e s ,  s i r .  I ' m  n o t  s u r e  if they  s e n t  them o u t  
o r  n o t .  

Q m  
We had a l o g  i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  mortar  f i r e  came i n  

a t  1:30 and a t  1 : 4 4  a  r e q u e s t  was made f o r  a d u s t o f f ,  and 2 : 4 4  
t h e  dus tof  f was corripleted. 

A .  I d o n ' t  know what t ime they  s a i d  it came i n  o r  
any th ing ,  t h e  mor ta r  and a l l ,  b u t  I know t h e  medic was sup-
posed t o  wake me up f o r  guard duty  and he  d i d n ' t  do it. H e  
f e l l  a s l e e p  on guard and what woke m e  up was t h e  f i r s t  ex-
p l o s i o n  t h a t  came i n .  T h a t ' s  what woke m e  up. I thought 
w e  were having s h o r t  rounds o r  something. 

Q Were you i n  a foxhole  t h a t  n i g h t ?  

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q Who was t h e  medic? 

A.  Doc SILVA. 

Q SILVA? 

A.  Yes, s i r .  

Q Do you know where he  i s ?  
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A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t .  I d o n ' t  know, s i r .  A l l  I know 
is  SILVA. 

Q -. On t h e  n e x t  day,  d i d  you s e e  any i n t e r r o g a t i o n s  
going on? 

A. Next day we moved o u t .  I seen  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  going 
on of t hose  mi l i t a ry -age  males we k e p t  t h a t  n i g h t .  They w e r e  
supposed t o  t a k e  us t o  t h e  bunkers and a l l  where t hey  had 
enemy s u p p l i e s  and s t u f f  l i k e  t h a t  i n  it. I d o n ' t  know which 
p l a toon  w a s  p o i n t  t h a t  day. I know mine w a s n ' t .  But t h e r e  
was one t h a t  broke and r a n .  .I know t h e  p o i n t  was s h o o t i n g  
they  wouldn ' t  l e t  him g e t  a s  f a r  a s  t h e  o t h e r  one d i d .  Next 
t hen  we went on around--

Q ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )  L e t  me have t h a t  one more t i m e  now, 
who w a s  running? 

A. They had one of t h e  mi l i t a ry -age  males. He broke 
loose  and took o f f  running.  Guys on t h e  p o i n t ,  t hey  h o l l e r e d :  
"Shoot,  s h o o t , "  and they  h o l l e r e d  two o r  t h r e e  t i m e s  b e f o r e  
they e v e r  s h o t  a t  him. And he ducked behind t h e  b u i l d i n g  
when they  d i d  open up. 

Q You t h i n k  they  h e l d  t h e i r  f i r e  d e l i b e r a t e l y ?  

A .  Well,  I d o n ' t  know, s i r .  They j u s t  d i d n ' t  know 
whether t o  shoo t  o r  n o t ,  l e t  t h e  o t h e r  man do t h e  shoot ing .  
I seen  a l o t  of t h a t  going on. One man t h i n k s  t h e  o t h e r  
one i s  going t o  shoo t .  

Q - And were you on t h e  march when t h i s  happened? 

A. Y e s ,  we was rr~archinga t  t h a t  time: 

Q Where were you going? 

A. Well ,  we was going to--they had enemy s u p p l i e s  
and s t u f f  i n  t h e  t u n n e l  w i th  weapons. 

Q. I n  o t h e r  words,  you were going o u t  t h e r e  t o  
s ea rch  t h a t  t unne l?  

A .  Y e s ,  sir .  We was i n  behind t h e  p o i n t  team, p o i n t  
e lement ,  p o i n t  p l a toon .  

Q Was t h i s  t h e  whole p l a toon  t h a t  was going o u t ?  

(JENKINS ) 50 APP T-34b 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

A. I t  w a s  supposed t o  be two p la toons  and t h e  CP 
group. 

Q. A l l  o f  you were going o u t  t h e r e  t o  t h a t  t unne l?  

A. That  I remember. 

Q And t h i s  man broke away a t  t h a t  t ime? 

A .. Right ,  s i r .  

Q H e  w a s  l e a d i n g  you? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  him and t h e  r e s t  of them. J u s t  one o f  
them broke away. 

Q Well,  what t i m e  was t h a t ?  Had you a l r eady  had 
b r e a k f a s t ?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember, s i r ,  b u t  I t h i n k  so .  I'm n o t  
s u r e .  

Q D i d  you s e e  any i n t e r r o g a t i o n s  going on b e f o r e  
t h a t ?  

A. Yes, s i r ,  I d i d .  They s e n t  us down f i r s t ,  s e n t  
us down t o  check t h a t  v i l l a g e  o u t  where t h e  mortar  rounds 
had come from. They s e n t  us down t h e r e ,  and t h e  guys i n  my 
pla toon--I  watched them b e a t  up one of t h o s e  guys down t h e r e .  

Q One o f  t h e  VC? 

A .  Right ,  s ir .  

Q W e l l ,  d i d  t hey  t a k e  him down t h e r e  w i th  them o r  
d i d  you p i ck  him up on t h e  way? 

A.  They took him and two more, I t h i n k ,  w i th  them. 
They took t h r e e  of  them i n  a l l  down t h e s e .  

Q. ' Took t h r e e  t o t a l ,  and they  b e a t  up one? 

A. R igh t ,  sir.-

Q - What about t h e  o t h e r  two? 

A .  Well,  they  j u s t  h i t  them a couple  of t i m e s ,  b u t  
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they d i d  them only  h a l f  a s  bad a s  t hey  d i d  t h e  f i r s t  one. 

Q This  man who was b e a t  up, d i d  he walk back? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  he walked back.  

Q. He came back? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  b u t  he was bloody and a l l .  

Q But d i d  he escape?  

A. Yes, s i r ,  he i s  t h e  one t h a t  escaped on them. 

A .  
of them. 

A.. 
name. 

H e  is  t h e  one t h a t  escaped? 

A s  I remember, because I d i d n ' t  seen  him--

( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Who b e a t  him up? 

D o c  SILVA; t h e  a s s i s t a n t  gunner;  j u s t  two o r  t h r e e  
I d o n ' t  remember t h e  o t h e r  one. 

Who was t h e  a s s i s t a n t  gunner? 

They c a l l e d  him LONG o r  something. LONG i s  h i s  

You mean t h e  machinegunner? 

A. Yes, s i r ,  because he  went crazy when "Jug" g o t  
k i l l e d .  They had t o  p u l l  him o f f  of  h i s  gun. 

Q - LONG? 

A. R igh t ,  s i r .  He l o s t  h a l f  of h i s  f o o t ,  I t h i n k  it 
was on t h e  24 th ,  b u t  he  l o s t  h a l f  of  h i s  f o o t .  

Q LONG d id?  

A ,  R igh t ,  s i r .  They had two L O N G ' S .  One of  them w a s  
a l i t t l e  guy and one of them was--

a.  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  We have a Samuel E .  LONG. 

A. What d i d  he look l i k e ,  s i r ?  
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Q A l i t t l e ,  s h o r t  f e l l ow a s  I remember, wasn ' t  he?  

A. White k i d ?  

Q Yes. 

A. That  ' s  t h e  reason he w a s n ' t  t h e  a s s i s t a n t  gunner. 

Q Is t h a t  r i g h t ?  

A. Because a l l  of o u r  machinegunners a r e  t h e  same r a c e ,  
s i r .  

Q. We d o n ' t  have--I d o n ' t  know of ano the r  LONG. The 
on ly  one we've got--Samuel LONG i s  t h e  on ly  one we've go t .  I t  
might be ano the r  name. 

A. He went by LONG, t h a t ' s  what we c a l l e d  him, LONG. I f  
I remember r i g h t ,  b e f o r e  he took t h e  machinegun up he used t h e  
M-79. H e  could c a l l  t h e  s h o t s  and they  would go where h e ' d  
c a l l .  

Q So t h e  ones t h a t  b e a t  him up were t h e  a s s i s t a n t  
machinegunner--

A. ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )  Right ,  s i r .  

Q Who w a s  MILUS' a s s i s t a n t . .  And who e l s e ?  

A. Doctor SILVA.  

Q - The medic? 

A. R igh t ,  s i r ,  somebody b e a t  him up. I t  was two o r  
t h r e e  o f  them, b u t  t hey  were t h e  on ly  two names I could g e t .  

RCDR: How many men do you have a s s igned  w i t h  t h e  name 
of  LONG? 

COL WILSON: We have Samuel E .  i n  h e r e .  

RCDR : Was t h i s  Samuel E . ,  around t h e  1 8 t h  of  A p r i l ,  as-
s igned  a s  a l o s s  from--

COL WILSON: ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )  T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  This  i s  t h e  man who 
s a i d  he w a s n ' t  on t h i s  o p e r a t i o n .  So t h e  guy we ' r e  t a l k i n g  
about  wasn 't t h e r e .  
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A. But t h i s  LONG, he was t h e r e .  

Q. But this i s  n o t  t h e  same LONG y o u ' r e  t a l k i n g  about .  
There must have been two L O N G ' s  i n  t h e  company. 

A. W e l l ,  I know w e  had two LONG'S .  

Q- One was Negro and one was Caucasian,  r i g h t ?  

, A. Right .  

Q This  LONG h e r e ,  a s  I remember, wasn' t he Caucasian? 
The one t h a t  came i n  h e r e ,  Samuel LONG? So t h i s  i s  n o t  t h e  
one,  t h e r e  must have been ano the r  LONG i n  t h e  company? 

A. I t  had t o  b e ,  s i r ,  because w e  had two i n  my p l a -
toon t h a t  I know o f .  

Q We have a photograph of  him-- I d o n ' t  r e a l l y  r e -
member, b u t  what about  t h e  squad l e a d e r  t h e r e ,  LIAS? 

A. I t h i n k  he b e a t  him t h a t  day too .  I ' m  n o t  s u r e  
whether he b e a t  him o r  n o t .  

Q I t  was more than  one man involved?  

A. T h a t ' s  r i g h t ,  two o r  t h r e e  of them was involved.  
I know t h a t .  

Q Did you e v e r  s e e  t h a t  man t h e r e ?  This  i s  P-215? 

That  man 'ooks l i k e  t h e  one t h a t  was bea t en  up. 

That  looks  l i k e  t h e  one t h a t  was b e a t e n  up? 

Yes, s i r ,  it does.  

Q This p i c t u r e  i s  n o t  very good, b u t  does he look 
i n  t h e  p i c t u r e  l i k e  h e ' d  been bea t en  up, o r  was t h i s  b e f o r e  
he ' d  been b e a t e n  up? 

A. He looks  l i k e  h e ' s  been bea t en  up. H i s  l i p s  are 
swel led  ou t .  

Q Y e s .  Where was he b l eed ing?  
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A. Bleeding mostly from t h e  f a c e ,  h i s  nose and h i s  
mouth. 

Q* This  p i c t u r e  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t ' s  t h e  one who g o t  
away? 

A. R igh t ,  s i r ,  I remember t h a t .  

Q a  And t h a t  would be t h e  man y o u ' r e  t a l k i n g  about? 

A. R igh t ,  s ir .  

Q. And t h i s  i s  t h e  man t h a t  was bea t en  up? 

A. That ' s r i g h t .  

Q- And you t h i n k  t h i s  p i c t u r e  was taken  a f t e r  he 
w a s  b e a t e n  up? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  because h i s  l i p s - -

Q • ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )  'Because h i s  l i p s  a r e  b i g g e r  t han  
they  a r e  normally? 

A. R igh t ,  s i r .  

Q I d o n ' t  s e e  any blood.  

A. I d o n ' t  e i t h e r ,  s i r .  Before  w e  g o t  back Doc SILVA 
washed it o f f ,  and they  c o u l d n ' t  h a r d l y  t e l l  he was bea t en  
up o r  any th ing  l i k e  t h a t .  They asked him why was h i s  l i p s  
swel led  up. 

Q. Now M r .  JENKINS, b e f o r e  I g e t  t o  t h e  more impor-
t a n t  q u e s t i o n s ,  I want t o  b r i n g  o u t  one more t h i n g .  I f  you 
know anyth ing  and y o u ' r e  s t a y i n g  s i l e n t  t o  p r o t e c t  somebody, 
sometimes s i l e n c e  can do more harm than  good. 

A. Yes, s i r ,  I know. 

&- Because we have g o t  c e r t a i n  a l l e g a t i o n s  a g a i n s t  
people  i n  t h e  1st P la toon ,  and i f  t h e  f a c t s  a r e  n o t  brought 
o u t ,  i t ' s  p r e t t y  bad. And t h i s  s i l e n c e  i s n ' t  n e c e s s a r i l y  
h e l p i n g  anything.  So i f  you a r e  remaining s i l e n t  f o r  t h a t  
purpose,  I would adv i se  you n o t  t o .  

A. I know s i r .  Well, I know I c a n ' t  remember what 
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they done t h e  f i r s t  day w e  w a s  shoo t ing  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e , ' o r  if 
t h e r e  w a s  any K I A ' s  o r  n o t .  I t  could b e ,  i f  I remember, w a s n ' t  
t o o  much going on b e s i d e s  COCHRAN be ing  k i l l e d .  And I h a d n ' t  
s een  no hundred g e t  k i l l e d  a l l  t h e  t i m e  I ' d  been o v e r  t h e r e .  
I d i d n ' t  see nobody i n  our  company--in o u r  p l a t o o n  k i l l e d .  
I guess I seen  one guy g e t  k i l l e d .  

Q I n  ou r  records  we've go t  a l l  t h e s e  people  r e p o r t e d  
k i l l e d .  We've had one man who s a i d  he  s a w  some mi l i t a ry -age  
males. Most of them s a i d  t hey  saw women and c h i l d r e n .  

A. There was women and c h i l d r e n  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  t h a t  
day. I ' d  s a y  they  g o t  k i l l e d ,  b u t  I can '  t remember. They 
more than  l i k e l y  g o t  k i l l e d  because I know t h e  1st P la toon .  
A l o t  of o l d  men g o t  t h e i r - - w e l l ,  t hey  would u s u a l l y  k i l l  
them. I c a n ' t  remember whether they  k i l l e d  them o r  no t .  

Q What do you mean t h e y ' d  k i l l  them? 

A .  W e l l ,  everyt ime t h e y ' d  f i n d  somebody t h a t  looked 
mi l i t a ry -age  t o  them, o r  say t h e y ' d  r u n ,  t hey  Id shoo t  them 
whether t hey  w a s  o r  n o t .  

Q What w e  need t o  e s t a b l i s h  i s  e i t h e r  t h a t  t h e s e  
people  were VC body count o r  t h a t  they  w e r e n ' t  VC. They w e r e  
women and c h i l d r e n ?  

A .  Well I know t h a t  w e  had more women and c h i l d r e n  
t h e r e  t han  we did--I  d i d n ' t  s e e  no mi l i t a ry -age  men. I s e e n  
o l d  men. I d o n ' t  know i f  t hey  k i l l e d  t h e  women and c h i l d -
r e n  and o l d  men o r  n o t .  I d o n ' t  even know i f  t h e y  done 
shoo t ing  t h a t  day o r  n o t .  

Q Would you remember any bod ie s  i f  you 'd  have s e e n  
them? 

A .  Yes, s i r ,  I would. 

Q You would've remembered bodies?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  I would have remembered s e e i n g  bod ie s .  

Q You can say  wi th  reasonable  accuracy t h a t  you
d i d n tt s e e  any bod ie s?  

A .  Yes, s i r .  

Q Based on your memory? 
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Y e s ,  s ir ,  I d o n ' t  remember s e e i n g  any bod ie s  a t  a l l .  

O f  any kind? 

A. No, s ir .  

Q And you went through t h a t  v i l l a g e  on t h a t  t r a i l ?  

Right ,  sir.  

Q And you were w i t h  L i eu t enan t  WILLINGHAM? 

A .  Right ,  sir.  

& The 2d P la toon  came through t h e r e  t h e  nex t  day
and s a i d  t hey  s a w  bodies .  

A .  W e l l ,  I d o n ' t  remember i f  I saw bod ie s  o r  n o t ,  
s i r ,  because I was always s c a r e d  du r ing  t h a t  o p e r a t i o n  f o r  
some reason.  

Q Why? 

A. I was always s c a r e d  du r ing  t h a t  o p e r a t i o n .  I always 
watched where I was going.  I watched t h e  trees and a l l  t h a t ,  
s t i l l  green ,  you could say .  I d i d n ' t  l i k e  t o  d o  no k i l l i n g  o r  
s e e  anybody k i l l e d .  

Q W e l l ,  I s t i l l  want you t o  t h i n k  back and s e e  i f  
t h e r e  i s  anyth ing  you can r e c a l l ,  because your  memory f a l l s  
s h o r t  i n  a  very c r i t i c a l  p e r i o d ,  about  t h e  most c r i t i c a l  p e r i o d  
o f  t h e  o p e r a t i o n .  I ' m  n o t  by  any means a sk ing  you t o  in -
c r i m i n a t e  y o u r s e l f .  

A. I know, s i r .  A s  long  as my head s t a y s  swimming 
l i k e  I am r i g h t  now, I can say  a l i t t l e  b i t ,  n o t  much as  long 
a s  it s t a y s  swimming. I know when w e  went a c r o s s  t h e  b r i d g e ,  
t h e r e  was some k i l l i n g .  

Q . Was it from machineguns , o r  smal l  arms,  o r  what? 

A. Both of them. 

Q Where was t h e  f i r e  coming from? Was it coming 
from t h e  1st Pla toon  o r  t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  o f  t h e  b r i d g e ?  

A .  W e l l ,  f i r s t  b e f o r e  t hey  s t a r t e d  f i r i n g - - i t  was 

57 APP T-348 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

f i r i n g  a t  t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of  t h e  b r i d g e ,  th-e 1st P la toon  w a s ,  
because they  s a i d  t hey  r ece ived  a few rounds,  o r  t h e i r  p o i n t  
d id .  And I d o n ' t  know i f  t hey  d i d  o r  n o t .  They might. 

Q This was about r i g h t  he re?  

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q Who w a s  f i r i n g ?  

A. The po in t  t e a m  w a s ,  TITTLE and TAYLOR. 

Q They were f i r i n g  i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A .  N o ,  s i r ,  n o t  a t  t h e  t ime .  They were f i r i n g  back 
a c r o s s  t h e  b r i d g e  where t hey  s a i d  t hey  r e c e i v e d  a f e w  rounds.  
I d o n ' t  know i f  w e  r ece ived  them from t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  o r  n o t  
a f t e r  w e  go t - -a t  t h i s  t ime.  A f t e r  t h e  r e s t  of  them g o t  over--
b e f o r e  t h e  r e s t  of them g o t  o v e r ,  we had one squad ove r  t h e r e .  
I know they  was doing some k i l l i n g .  Some guys p icked  o u t  a 
woman and two c h i l d s ,  two k i d s .  

Q What range? 

A. Oh, about  25-30 meters from us .  

Q W a s  t h i s  on t h e  edge of t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. R igh t ,  s i r ,  they  come o v e r  from t h e  hootch ,  ove r  
a l i t t l e  h i l l ,  i n  behind a hootch ,  t o  use t h e  l a t r i n e  you could  
say .  They s q u a t t e d  down and I watched two guys c u t  them down. 

Q. It  seems odd. Was t h e r e  f i r i n g  going on o u t  t h e r e  
when they  came o u t  of  t h e  hootches?  

A. Well ,  a t  t h e  t ime it had s topped .  I remember 
MICHLES say ing ,  "Don' t  you k i l l  women and c h i l d r e n . "  

Q That was on t h e  r a d i o ?  

A. Righ t ,  s ir .  

Q Was t h i s  f i r i n g  done. ,from t h e  p o i n t  o r  from t h e  
l e a d  squad o f f  t h e  b r idge?  

' 

A. From t h e  l e a d  squad,  t h e  men who g o t  ove r  t h e r e .  
They was doing t h e  k i l l i n g  themselves .  They was sending  t h e  
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p o i n t  t o  do i t .  And they  seen  people  going down i n  t h e  tun-
n e l .  T h a t ' s  t h e  reason they  c a l l e d  demo i n .  

Q C a l l e d  what? 

A. These people  going down i n  t h e  t u n n e l ,  t hey  used 
a l l  t h e  demo s t u f f  t hey  had going down i n  t h e  t u n n e l  a f t e r  them. 

Q. Who was doing t h a t ,  t h e  p o i n t ?  

A .  Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q Did they  c a l l  them o u t  f i r s t ,  o r  d i d  t hey  j u s t
throw t h e  demo i n  t h e r e ?  

A .  They j u s t  threw it i n  t h e r e  w i thou t  c a l l i n g  them 
o u t .  

Q How about  t h o s e  t h a t  w e r e  coming o u t ?  

A .  D i d n ' t  none come o u t ,  s i r .  

Q Did t h e s e  charges  d e s t r o y  t h e  t u n n e l s  o r  jus t - -

A .  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  They j u s t  caved t h e  t u n n e l s  i n  as 
I remember. The p o i n t  s a i d  it caved them i n .  

Q- S a i d  what? 

Q They d i d n ' t  want them s t i l l  a l i v e .  They'd j u s t
d i g  t h e i r  way o u t  by tomorrow morning. They should  be  o u t  
by tomorrow morning. They u s u a l l y  had d i f f e r e n t  e x i t s  t o  
t h e  t u n n e l s .  They'd probably go o u t  t h a t  way u n l e s s  we caved ' 

i n  behind them too .  

Q Were they  going o u t  t h e  t u n n e l s  o r  t h e  bunkers? 

A .  They were going down i n  t u n n e l s  a t  t h e  t ime .  

Q How can you t e l l  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  between a t u n n e l  
and a bunker from t h e  o u t s i d e ?  

A. W e l l  a bunker ,  t hey  g o t  s o r t  of l o g s  and webbed 
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mor ta r ,  s t u r d i l y  b u i l t .  A t u n n e l  j u s t  goes down i n  p r e t t y  
deep,  narrows o f f ,  and comes back o u t  i n  ano the r  p l a c e .  

Q e .  These t h i n g s  you were des t roy ing ,  were t hey
t u n n e l s  o r  bunkers?  

A .  W e l l ,  t h ey  s a i d  t hey  was t u n n e l s .  They took  
t h e i r  word t h a t  t hey  was t u n n e l s  and eve ry th ing .  

t 

Q What about  t h e s e  people  who got--you say  one 
woman and two k i d s  g o t  c u t  down. Was t h i s  machinegun f i r e  
o r  sma l l  arms f i r e ?  

A. W e l l ,  machinegun f i r e  and sma l l  arms f i r e .  

Q There was more than  one person f i r i n g  then?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  because t h r e e  guys s t a n d i n g  b e s i d e  
me c u t  them down. 

Q Y e s ?  

A. Three guys were s t a n d i n g  bes ide  me  and I t o l d  
them we g o t  o r d e r s  n o t  t o  shoo t  them. They s h o t  them down 
anyway 

Q You s a i d  they  had o r d e r s  n o t  t o  shoo t  them? 

A .  Right ,  sir.  

Was t h i s  t h e  p o i n t  group? 

. A =  No, s i r ,  it w a s n ' t  t h e  p o i n t  group a t  t h a t  t ime .  . It was t h r e e  men o u t  of  t h e  f i r s t  squad t h a t  d i d  it. 

Q Who w a s  i t ?  

A. Two men I c a n ' t  remember. I can j u s t  remember one 
o f  t h e i r  names. 

Q.  Who was t h a t ?  

A. Lar ry  HOLMES . 
Q Was HOLMES armed--what was he  armed wi th?  

A. H e  had an M-16. 
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Q He had an M - 1 6 .  What d i d  t h e  o t h e r  two have? 

A. One of them had a machinegun, t h e  o t h e r  one had 

Two M-16 I s  and one machinegun opened up f i r i n g ?Q . 
A .  Right ,  s i r .  

Q Twenty-f i v e  t o  t h i r t y  meters? 

A. Right ,  s i r .  

Q No ques t ion  of i d e n t i f i c a t i o n ?  

A. No, s i r ,  it wasn ' t .  I could t e l l  it was a woman 
and two l i t t l e  k i d s .  

Q No h o s t i l e  ac t ion?  

A. No, sir.  A l l  they was doing i s  came over t o  use 
t h e  l a t r i n e .  That was it. J u s t  about a l l  t h e  f i r i n g  had 
stopped a t  t h a t  time a f t e r  I spread t h e  word t o  hold f i r e .  
When they came over ,  they seen them and f i r e d  a t  them, c u t  
them down. 

Q Where was Lieutenant  WILLINGHAM? 

A .  I th ink  he went up f r o n t  c l o s e r  t o  t h e  p o i n t .  He 
t o l d  me and t h e  o t h e r  RTO wa i t  back t h e r e ,  me and FERNANDEZ. 
He c a l l e d  him up, MICHLES c a l l e d  Lieutenant  WILLINGHAM up f o r  
something, I d o n ' t  know what he c a l l e d  h i m  f o r .  FERNANDEZ went 
a f t e r  him. I was l e f t  monitoring t h e  r ad io .  FERNANDEZ, he 
c a r r i e d  h i s  wi th  him. 

Q So F'ERNANDEZ was l e f t  with you a t  t h i s  time? 

A. No, s i r ,  he went up f r o n t  before  they  came over.  

Q FERNANDEZ was with WILLINGHAM then? 

Right ,  s i r .  

Q This  wasn ' t  up f r o n t ?  This was i n  a d i f f e r e n t  
l o c a t i o n ?  

A. Yes, sir. We stopped t h e  squads and everyth ing  
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s o r t  of i n  f r o n t  of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  t h e  f r o n t  p a r t  of t h e  
v i l l a g e .  Then p a r t  of them moved up and was s e t t i n g  up ' 
a CP i n  a  b u i l d i n g  t h a t  nobody was i n .  

Q W e l l ,  t h i s  was about t h e  only f i r i n g  t h a t  was going 
on,  wasn ' t  it? 

A.  S i r ?  

Q That was t h e  only f i r i n g  t h a t  was going on a t  
t h a t  time? 

A .  Which one? 

Q That l a s t  t i m e  when HOLIES and t h o s e  o t h e r  two 
men opened f i r e ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  it was cause we had done r ece ived  
o rde r s  t o  hold  f i r e  and every th ing .  

Q W e l l  d i d  WILLINGHAM come up t h e r e  when he  heard  
t h a t  f i r e ?  -
A .  No, s i r ,  he d i d n ' t .  He j u s t  f i g u r e d  one of  them 
had h i s  weapon jammed, was c l e a r i n g  it up. 

Well what happened t o  t h e s e  people? Did anybodyQ 
make any e f f o r t  t o  g e t  r i d  of t h e s e  bodies?  

A .  No, s i r ,  they didn 't ,  they j u s t  l e f t  them t h e r e .  

Q They j u s t  l e f t  them t h e r e ?  

A .  Right ,  s i r .  

Q Was t h i s  o f f  t o  t h e  s i d e  o f  t h e  t r a i l  o r  was it--

A .  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Off t o  t h e  s i d e  of t h e  t r a i l  behind 
one of  t h e  hootches.  I f  you 'd  look good you could s e e  them, 
one o r  two of them anyway. 

Q Was t h a t  a l l  you saw? 

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q Direc t  f i r i n g ?  
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A. They're  t h e  only t h r e e  I saw which had been d i -
r e c t i n g  f i r e  a t  anybody. They're t h e  only t h r e e  bodies  I 
seen.  

Q You d i d n ' t  s e e  any more bodies  l y i n g  around? 

A. No, s i r ,  I j u s t  heard one guy say h e  k i l l e d  an 
o l d  man t h a t  was s i t t i n g  i n  a hootch wi th  a baby. H e  k i l l e d  
t h e  baby too .  

Q Who was t h a t ?  

A. I don t know who he was, s i r .  H e  ha&' t been 
over  t h e r e  very long. 

Q Was he t a l k i n g  about it t h a t  day o r  l a t e r ,  some 
o t h e r  t ime? 

A.  That day,  sir. A f t e r  they  got  done k i l l i n g ,  t hey  
u s u a l l y  t a l k e d  about what they done. 

Q What? 

A .  A f t e r  they was done k i l l i n g ,  t hey  usua l ly  t a l k e d  
about what they done. They'd s i t  up a t  n i g h t .  

Q Well, I d o n ' t  imagine t h e r e  was much t a l k  about 
k i l l i n g  women and c h i l d r e n  was t h e r e ?  

A. W e l l ,  among them t h e r e  was. They'd see a l l  t h e i r  
buddies  messed up. They'd j u s t  want t o  t a k e  revenge. 

Q- Y e s .  Sometimes t h e y ' r e  t a k i n g  revenge on t h e  
wrong people .  

A .  Y e s ,  s i r ,  I know. I never  could work t h a t  way. 

Q Do you t h i n k  Lieutenant  WILLINGHAM knew t h i s  was 
going on? 

A. Yes, sir ,  he d id .  b 

Q HOW do you know? 

A. W e l l ,  a f t e r  t h a t  we got  over  t h e r e .  They counted 
t h e  bodies .  There was 39 bodies .  They t o l d  him t h e  b i g g e s t  
p a r t  of them was women and c h i l d r e n .  
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Q Who counted them? 

A. The p o i n t  men d i d .  They ' r e  t h e  ones  t h a t  counted 
them. 

Q- Did you hea r  when they  t o l d  him t h i s ?  

A .  Y e s ,  s i r ,  I d i d ,  because I was w i t h  him a t  t h e  t ime 
they  was t e l l i n g  him how many it was. 

& *  You were w i th  him? 

A .  Yes, s i r ,  a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  when they  t o l d  him how 
many was k i l l e d .  

Q And who t o l d  him? TAYLOR o r  TITTLE? 

A. I d o n ' t  know i f  it was TAYLOR o r  TITTLE. A l l  t h r e e  
o f  t h e  p o i n t  men was wi th  him when they  t o l d  him. I d o n ' t  
know which one of  them t o l d  him. 

Q. What's your schedule?  A r e  you scheduled  t o  l eave  
t o n i g h t ?  

A .  Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q - Do you have t o  g e t  back? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  I g o t  t o  go t o  work tomorrow morning. 

Q What t ime a r e  you scheduled  o u t ?  

A. E i g h t  o ' c lock .  

Q - General  PEERS might want t o  t a l k  t o  you. L e t  m e  
ask  you a couple  q u e s t i o n s  h e r e  b e f o r e  w e  s t o p .  How about  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n s ?  Did you hea r  t h a t  t h e r e  was an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
conducted on t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  b e f o r e  you l e f t  Vietnam? 

A. Which one? 

Q That  one t h a t  we j u s t  g o t  through t a l k i n g  about .  

A. No, s i r ,  I d i d n ' t .  

Q Did you have a camera? 

A .  . No, s i r ,  n o t  a t  t h a t  t ime .  
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Q Did you h e a r  any rumors about c i v i l i a n s  b e i n g  
k i l l e d  unneces sa r i l y  a f t e r  you s a w  some of  them? 

A. No. 

Q 9 
Were you t o l d  by anybody no t  t o  d i s c u s s  t h e s e  

k i l l i n g s ?  

A.  Not t h a t  I can remember. 

Q Do you know i f  t h e r e  was any mar i juana  used by 
t h a t  p l a t o o n  t h a t  day? 

A .  I d o n ' t  know i f  it was used t h a t  day o r  n o t ,  
s i r .  I know they--some of them used it eve ry  now and 
t h e n ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  know i f  t hey  used it any t h a t  day o r  
n o t .  Because u s u a l l y  when they  g e t  loaded on mar i juana ,  
t h e y  shoot  whatever moved, i n c l u d i n g  t h e i r  own men. 

Q - You mean they  used it on o p e r a t i o n s ?  

A. No, s i r ,  they  d o n ' t  use  it. When some people  
use  it and goes o u t  i n  t h e  f i e l d ,  t hey  k i l l  t h e i r  own men, 
whatever  moves. 

Q Well l e t ' s  s e e ,  HOLMES u s u a l l y  a s s o c i a t e d  wi th  
CARDINES, MADISON, a f e l l ow named YARBER, and LITTLE. 

Did you say  YARBER? 

Q I have a man named YARBER l i s t e d  h e r e .  Did you 
know him? 

A. y e s ,  s i r ,  I dj..do 

Q Was he  t h e r e  t h a t  day? 

A. I d o n ' t  know, s i r .  I d o n ' t  know i f  h e  w a s  on 
t h a t  o p e r a t i o n  o r  n o t .  

Q 0 HALL works k ind  of c l o s e  t o  HOLMES. Was he  one 
of  them t h a t  was doing t h a t  firing? 

A .  HALL, a s  I t h i n k  about  i t ,  h e  wou ldn ' t  k i l l  
nobody. He t r i e d  t o  b e  a p reache r .  He wou ldn ' t  k i l l  nobody. 
I never  saw him f i r e  h i s  weapon. 
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Q* How about GARCIA? Did you know him? 

A. I t h i n k  he  g o t  k i l l e d  over  t h e r e .  

Q JONES ; ALENKOW? 

A .  ALENKOW, I d o n ' t  remember him. 

Q 9 MICHENER? 

A .  I know MICHENER. 

Q 
. . 

Was h e  w i t h  him? 

A .  'I d o n ' t  know i f  he was w i t h  him t h e r e  or  n o t ,  s i r .  

Q - MADISON? 

A .  MADISON w a s n ' t  w i th  him because h e  was p o i n t  man 
a t  t h e  t ime.  He had a machinegun a t  t h a t  t ime .  H e  was a 
machinegunner, c a r r i e d  a machinegun. 

Q WARNER? STRACHAN? FERNANDEZ? LITTLE? 

Not t h a t  I know o f ,  s i r .  

Q Who would have had t h a t  M-60? That  M-60 must 
have been--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  The machinegun. I d o n ' t  know which 
one i t  was. 

Q. Must have been MILUS. Was h e  on i t ?  O r  was t h e r e  
ano the r  machinegunner f o r  t h a t  squad? 

A .  W e  only  had one machinegun f o r  each squad t h a t  I 
recall .  

Q a W a s  MILUS t h e  one t h a t  was f i r i n g  t h e  machinegun? 

I d o n ' t  know i f  it was o r  n o t ,  s i r .  

Q - Larry  HOLMES i s  t h e  only  one you can remember of 
t h e  t h r e e  t h a t  was f i r i n g ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  because I t o l d  them they  werenl  t supposed 
t o  be  f i r i n g  any more. 
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Q And you t o l d  him, d i d n ' t  you? 

A. Right ,  sir.  And t h e  o t h e r s  were s t a n d i n g  c l o s e  
enough s o  t h a t  they  could  have heard  m e  t o o .  

Q - And they  f i r e d  a f t e r  t h a t ?  

A .  Righ t ,  sir.  

Q . Do you know Ter ry  REID? 

A. No, s i r ,  I c a n ' t  p l a c e  him. 

Q W e l l  l e t  m e  ask you t h i s . .  A t  t h e  t ime  t h a t  
L ieu t enan t  WILLINGHAM d i scove red  most of t h e s e  r e p o r t e d  
k i l l s  w e r e  women and c h i l d r e n ,  d i d  he  r e p o r t  t h i s  back t o  
t h e  company commander? 

A.  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  whether he  r e p o r t e d  back o r  n o t ,  
sir.  

Q Do you know what t i m e  of day t h a t  was? 

A .  No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t  know what t ime- - i t  was about  
h a l f  a hour t o  an hour a f t e r  we go t  a c r o s s ,  maybe 45--

Q ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  That  w a s  i n  t h e  morning. About 
h a l f  an hour  t o  an hcur  a f t e r  t h e  p l a toon  c r c s s e d  t h e  b r i d g e ,  
t h a t  was i n  t h e  morning, o r  maybe around noon. The f i r s t  
bunch r e p o r t e d  was 0 9 5 5 ;  second bunch was about  50 minutes 
la ter .  

A .  I remember t h e  guns shoo t ing  i n  t h a t  v i l l a g e  
t h a t  day. 

Q There was a q u e s t i o n  about  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  
company commander r e p o r t e d  t o  Task Force Barker  t h a t  t h e r e  
w e r e  no women and c h i l d r e n  inc luded  i n  t h i s  k i l l .  And t h a t ' s  
t h e  reason  I wondered i f  t h i s  q u e s t i o n  h a d n ' t  come up 
t o  L ieu tenan t  WILLINGHAM.  

A.  I d o n ' t  know i f  it d i d  o r  n o t ,  s i r ,  because I 
can ' t remember t h a t .  

Q A l l  r i g h t ,  I want t o  r e q u e s t  t h a t  you n o t  d i s -
cus s  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n - - I  mean t h i s  t es t imony,  t h e  q u e s t i o n s  
t h a t  have been asked du r ing  t h i s  period--
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A .  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I can1t remember what I ' v e  done 
anyway. 

Q With anyone, un l e s s  y o u ' r e  c a l l e d  b e f o r e  a ju-
d i c i a l  o r  l e g i s l a t i v e  body. The h e a r i n g  w i l l  r e c e s s  a t  
t h i s  t ime .  

(The h e a r i n g  r eces sed  a t  1652 h o u r s ,  9 February 
1970 .) 

(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1700 h o u r s ,  9 February 
1970.)  

10:  'The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR: The fo l lowing  named pe r sons  a r e  p r e s e n t :  LTG 
PEERS, COL WILSON, and MAJ THOMAS. 

M r .  JENKINS, you a r e  reminded t h a t  you a r e  s t i l l  
under o a t h .  

COL WILSON:  S i r ,  l e t  me j u s t  review b r i e f l y  a few p o i n t s  
t h a t  M r .  JENKINS has brought  o u t .  One, t h a t  a boy named La r ry  
HOLMES and two o t h e r  men whom JENKINS cannot  r e c a l l  opened 
f i r e ,  a t  2 5  t o  30 me te r s ,  on a woman and two c h i l d r e n .  H e  had 
t o l d  HOLIvES b e f o r e  t h i s  happened t h a t  he had g o t t e n  a com-
municat ion from Captain  MICHLES, t h e  company commander, n o t  
t o  f i r e  on c i v i l i a n s  un le s s  t hey  were combatants.  And second 
i s  t h e  p o i n t  t h a t  L ieu t enan t  WILLINGHAM was t o l d  t h a t  morning 
t h a t  t h e  VC K I A  body count  was most ly  noncombatants. 

I0: Now, we ' re  t a l k i n g  about t h e  f i r s t  morning? 

COL WILSON: The f i r s t  morning, s i r ,  and t h e  f i r s t  day.  And 
he  does have a l i t t l e  t r o u b l e  w i th  h i s  memory. 

I 0  : M r ,  JENKINS, what w a s  your r e l a t i o n s h i p  wi th  HOLMES? 
Were you a squad l e a d e r  o r  an a c t i n g  squad l e a d e r ?  

A. No, sir.  I was an RTO. 

Q RTO? I s e e .  So, you passed  in fo rma t ion  on as 
you w e r e  L i e u t e n a n t  WILLINGHAM'S  RTO. 

A. W e l l ,  I w a s  no t  h i s  RTO. I w a s  t h e  p l a toon  s e r -
g e a n t ' s  RTO. H i s  RTO and him went up because h e  go t  a c a l l ,  
and w h i l e  he  was up t h e r e  he  g o t  t h e  o r d e r  n o t  t o  shoo t  women 

-
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and ch i ld ren .  

Q. Do you remember t h e  time of morning o r  day t h a t  
was? 

A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t .  I t ' s  not  too  long a f t e r  we got  
across  t h e  b r idge .  Tha t ' s  a l l  I remember. 

Q Well, you landed sometime around 0 8 3 0 ,  and it took 
you an hour o r  s o  t o  g e t  across  t h e  b r idge ,  d i d n ' t  it; and 
down i n t o  t h i s  t e r r i t o r y ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know, sir. 

Q- Who gave t h e  order?  Did t h e  o rde r  come from Cap-
t a i n  MICHLES? 

A .  Yes, s i r ,  no t  t o  shoot women and c h i l d r e n .  

Q Do you say no t  t o  shoot  them, o r  t o  s t o p  any shoot-
t i n g ?  

A .  He s a i d ,  "Stop shoot ing women and c h i l d r e n ,  i f  any. " 
Women and c h i l d r e n  were no t  supposed t o  be f i r e d  upon. 

Q Did you s e e ,  a s ide  from t h i s  one woman and two 
c h i l d r e n ,  any o t h e r  c i v i l i a n s  t h a t  had been k i l l e d ?  

A. No, s i r .  A s  f a r  as  I remember, they  were t h e  only 
people t h a t  I seen k i l l e d .  

Q But you d i d  s e e  them? 

A. Yes. 

Q - Did you s e e  any women'that were raped,  o r  any-
t h i n g  of t h i s  ca tegory ,  molested i n  any way? 

A. No, s ir .  I d i d n ' t  s e e  none of t h a t  i n  t h a t  way. 

Q. Did they t a k e  any of t h e  women wi th  them? 

A .  They took one with them. One of t h e  p o i n t  men 
d id .  

Q What d id  he use h e r  f o r ?  

A. He put  h e r  i n  f r o n t  of him. 
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Q To c l e a r  o u t  any mines o r  booby t r a p s ?  

A .  y e s ,  s i r .  

Q 9 What d i d  you h e a r  as f a r  as a d d i t i o n a l  women and 
c h i l d r e n  be ing  k i l l e d ?  

A.  Well ,  I know one o r  two of  t h e  o t h e r  men k i l l e d  
an o l d  man. And, t h a t ' s  a l l  I hea rd  b e s i d e s  t h e  o t h e r s  
t h a t  had been k i l l e d .  They s a i d  t h a t  most of  t h e s e  women 
and c h i l d r e n  had been k i l l e d .  

Q How many d i d  t h e y  say  had been k i l l e d ?  

A. That  morning they  s a i d  a t  l e a s t  38 o f  them. T h a t ' s  
t h e  f u l l  count  a t  one t ime .  

Q- Well,  t h a t  was t h e  r e p o r t  t h a t  went i n .  A t o t a l  
of  12 ,  and 1 8 ,  and then  i n  t h e  a f t e rnoon  ano the r  8 were re-
p o r t e d ,  a s  I semernber, 

A .  Well,  t h e  t ime t h a t  I remember, t hey  s a i d  we had 
38 k i l l e d ,  38 K I A ' s  ,-and l . ' d o n t t  remember what h e  s a i d  about 
women and c h i l d r e n ,  o r  o l d  men, o r  , t h a t .  

9 H e  r e p o r t e d  them as VC K I A ?  

A .  Righ t ,  s i r .  

9 But you had been t o l d  t h a t  t h e y  were women and 
c h i l d r e n ?  

A .  Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q How d i d  t h i s  make you f e e l ?  

A. It  made me f e e l  p r e t t y  bad ,  s i r ,  because I can ' t  
s e e  nobody k i l l e d  i n  c o l d  blood.  I c a n ' t  do it myself .  

Q When you were back t h e r e  a s  t h e  RTO, M r .  J E N K I N S ,  
d i d  you h e a r  some demol i t ion  charges  go o f f ?  

A .  W e l l ,  I heard  something explod ing ,  b u t  a t  t h e  
t i m e ,  I d i d n ' t  know what t hey  were doing.  L a t e r  t h a t  evening 
I found o u t  t h a t  they  were f i l l i n g  i n  h o l e s  t h a t  people  were 
i n .  They s a i d  some of them would b e  a b l e  t o  d i g  themselves  
o u t  by morning. 
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Q Did you h e a r  .of any of them be ing  k i l l e d  o r  c u t  
down w i t h  M-16's a s  t hey  were coming o u t  o f  t h e i r  h o l e s ?  

A. No, s ir .  I d o n ' t  remember any of them coming 
o u t  o f  t h e  h o l e s  and c u t t i n g  them down. 

Q W e l l ,  I t h i n k  w e  cou ld  go on b u t  I t h i n k  t h a t ' s  
what I wanted t o  t a l k  about .  Can you r e c o l l e c t  any th ing  
e l s e ?  You may r e c a l l  f a c t s  and s o  f o r t h  of  houses burn ing  
and s o  f o r t h ,  which went on down t h e  c o a s t l i n e ,  s o  t o  speak.  

A.  Toward t h e  sou th?  

Q. Y e s .  

A .  There was some o f  t h a t .  

Q W e l l ,  how many d i d  you bu rn ,  o r  d i d  t h e y  bu rn ,  
should  I say?  

A. I d o n ' t  know e x a c t l y  how many t h e y  burned.  But ,  
t hey  burned more than  two o r  t h r e e  v i l l a g e s .  

Q I want you t o  know t h a t  we a r e  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  t h i s  
and I d o n ' t  a p p r e c i a t e  my job as I n v e s t i g a t i n g  O f f i c e r ,  b u t  
I f e e l  t h e  same way t h a t  you do,  i n  t h a t  we are s o l d i e r s  and 
w e  are American s o l d i e r s .  W e  have c e r t a i n  o b l i g a t i o n s  which 
we have t o  uphold. So, we're n o t  l e a v i n g  any s i n g l e  s t o n e  
unturned i n  o r d e r  t o  g e t  a t  t h e  f a c t s .  

A .  Y e s ,  s i r ,  I know. 

Q W e  have t o  uphold ou r  honor. And, t h a t ' s  what 
we ' r e  going t o  do. I very much a p p r e c i a t e  your  coming i n  
and t e l l i n g  us what you saw, and what you know. 

Do you have anyth ing  f u r t h e r ?  

No, s i r .  

The h e a r i n g  w i l l  r e c e s s .  

(The h e a r i n g  r eces sed  a t  1735 h o u r s ,  9 February 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: JONES, Marvin B. 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 7 February  1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: Ri f leman,  F i r s t  Squad,  
F i r s t  P l a t o o n ,  B/4/3. 

1. PRIOR TRAINING I N  THE RULES OF LAND WARFARE. 

The w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  r e c e i v i n g  any t r a i n i n g  
on t h e  l e g a l i t y  v e r s u s  t h e  i l l e g a l i t y  of o r d e r s  (pg .  2 ) .  
He was w i t h  t h e  1 1 t h  Br igade  i n  Hawaii b u t  d i d  n o t  remember 
s e e i n g  t h e  MACV c a r d s ,  " ~ i n eRules"  o r  "The Enemy i n  
Your Hands'' (pg.  3) . 
2. PREOPERATIONAL PLANS AND BRIEFINGS. 

The w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  reca l l  b e i n g  b r i e f e d  
by a squad  l e a d e r  o r  a p l a t o o n  s e r g e a n t  (pg. 3 ) .  H e  
t h o u g h t  t h a t  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  w a s  t o  b e  a s e a r c h  and clear b u t  
he  d i d  n o t  r e g a r d  it as b e i n g  any d i f f e r e n t  f rom any o t h e r  
o p e r a t i o n  (pg .  4 )  . H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  normal ly  t h e y  would 
g a t h e r  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  a v i l l a g e  t o g e t h e r  and  s e a r c h  t h e  
hoo tches  (pg .  4 ) .  Any o f  t h e  men who were s u s p e c t e d  VC 
would b e  b r o u g h t  back w i t h  t h e  u n i t  (pg .  4 ) .  Ile s t a t e d  
t h a t  no rma l ly  t h e y  d i d  n o t h i n g  w i t h  an ima l s  (pg.  5 )  . The 
w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  h e  t hough t  t h e  a r e a  was bad because  of 
t h e  booby t r aps  (pg. 5 ) .  The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  on  t h e  
day i n  q u e s t i o n  L i e u t e n a n t  WILLINGHAM was h i s  p l a t o o n  
l e a d e r  and S e r g e a n t  LIAS was h i s  squad l e a d e r  ( p g s .  6 ,  1 3 ) .  
The w i t n e s s  w a s  i n  t h e  f i r s t  squad  (pg .  7 ) .  
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3 .  COMBAT ASSAULT. 

a .  A c t i v i t i e s  on 16 March. 

i l )  Landing and i n i t i a l  movement. 

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  a f t e r  t h e y  landed  
t h e y  p robab ly  remained  i n  t h e  l a n d i n g  zone a r e a  f o r  
10 t o  1 5  m i n u t e s  (pg.  7 ) .  H e  h e a r d  an  e x p l o s i o n ,  and 
the word came down t h a t  L i e u t e n a n t  COCHRAN had s t e p p e d  on 
a mine (pg.  8 ) .  H i s  p l a t o o n  was moving when t h i s  happened 
(pg.  8 ) . They had n o t  y e t  r e a c h e d  t h e  b r i d g e  (pg .  9 )  . 

A c t i v i t i e s  a t  t h e  b r i d g e .  

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  h e  remembered c r o s s i n g  
t h e  b r i d g e ,  b u t  h e  d i d  n o t  t h i n k  t h e y  r e c e i v e d  any f i r e  
(pg.  1 0 ) .  H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  when t h e y  approached  t h e  v i l l a g e  
h e  c o u l d  h e a r  f i r i n g  (pg.  1 2 ) .  H e  remembered s e e i n g  
WILLINGHAM c r o s s  t h e  b r i d g e , b u t  he  d i d  n o t  see WILLINGHAM 
a f t e r  h i s  squad  s e t  up f l a n k  s e c u r i t y  (pg .  1 2 ) .  They s e t  
up s e c u r i t y  c l o s e  t o  t h e  b r i d g e  (pg .  1 3 ) .  The w i t n e s s  d i d  
n o t  know i f  t h e  p l a t o o n  r e c e i v e d  any f i r e  from t h e  v i l l a g e  
and d i d  n o t  know i f  bunke r s  had been  d e s t r o y e d  i n  it 
(pg.  1 4 )  . The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  f i r i n g  which he 
h e a r d , h e  though t twas  members of  h i s  u n i t  " r econn ing  by 
f i r e "  (pg.  1 5 ) .  L a t e r ,  when he  e n t e r e d  t h e  v i l l a g e  h e  
saw a woman l y i n g  by a  bunker  (pg.  1 6 ) .  H e  s t a t e d  he  
t h o u g h t  t h e  woman was k i l l e d  by a r t i l l e r y  which had been  
f i r e d  p r i o r  t o  t h e i r  l a n d i n g  (pgs .  1 6 ,  1 7 ) .  H e  t h o u g h t  
t h e  a r t i l l e r y  l anded  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e , b u t  h e  d i d  n o t  see it 
l a n d  (pg .  1 7 ) .  

Subsequent  movement o f  t h e  p l a t o o n .  

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  h i s  squad  was 
s p r e a d  50 t o  60 meters a l o n g  t h e  r i v e r  a s  t h e y  p u l l e d  
f l a n k  s e c u r i t y  (pgs .  1 9 ,  2 0 )  . They remained i n  t h i s  
p o s i t i o n  f o r  app rox ima te ly  two h o u r s  and a t e  l unch  
(pg .  20) . The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  h e  d i d  n o t  wander i n t o  
t h e  v i l l a g e  b e c a u s e  he  f e a r e d  booby t r aps  (pg.  2 1 ) .  He d i d  
n o t  k n ~ w h l c h  t r a i l  t h e  p l a t o o n  used  i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  
(pg .  2 1 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  see MILUS f i r e  h i s  machinegun, 
a l t h o u g h  h e  d i d  see MILUS go  by and t h e n  h e a r d  t h e  
machinegun go  o f f  (pg .  2 2 ) .  The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  
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p r i o r  t o  t h e i r  l e a v i n g  t h e  v i l l a g e  a t  1600 hours  he 
saw a l i t t l e  boy wi th  a shou lde r  wound who was t r e a t e d  
by a medic (pgs .  24, 25) . He s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  was a l s o  
a s m a l l  group of peop le  who were n o t  under  guard (pgs .  2 4 ,  
2 5 ) .  These were t h e  on ly  peop le  remaining from t h e  group t h a t  
he had s e e n  d a r t i n g  from p l a c e  t o  p l a c e  when they f i r s t  
e n t e r e d  t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg.  26 )  . 

( 4 )  Laager a r e a  a c t i v i t y .  

The w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  any Navy b o a t s  
coming i n  w i t h  sampans (pg. 27) .  He d i d  n o t  s e e  TAYLOR 
use  a  woman on a rope  t o  precede t h e  p o i n t  (pg .  3 0 ) .  

b .  A c t i v i t i e s  on 17 March. 

(1) A c t i v i t y  a t  t h e  b r i d g e .  

. The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  TAYLOR was probing 
f o r  a  mine t h r e e  t o  f o u r  f e e t  from t h e  kridge when he  
was wounded (pgs .  31, 3 5 ) .  TAYLOR was p u t  i n t o  a poncho 
and c a r r i e d  t o  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  (pg. 3 5 ) .  Before t h e  d u s t o f f ,  
gunships  had come i n  and t h i s  was t h e  on ly  f i r i n g  which t h e  
w i t n e s s  hea rd  (pg. 3 3 ) .  

(2 )  Movement o f  t h e  u n i t .  

The w i t n e s s  agreed t h a t  when t h e  gunships 
f i n i s h e d  f i r i n g  a t  t h e  v i l l a g e  t h e  company moved south  
(pg. 3 6 ) .  A s  he  passed  through t h e  v i l l a g e  he  d i d  n o t  
s e e  anything and h e  s t a t e d  t h a t  h i s  squad d i d  no t  blow t h e  
bunkers  (pg. 3 6 )  . He d i d  n o t  know i f  a photographer came 
i n ,  a l though he  knew t h a t  two o r  t h r e e  h e l i c o p t e r s  d i d  land 
(pgs .  37, 38) . 

c. A c t i v i t y  on 18 March. 

(1) Deal ings  wi th  t h e  c i v i l i a n s .  

The w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  remember s e e i n g  any 
A R V N ' s  o r  any medics conduct ing  a  MEDCAP on t h e  beach 
(pg .  4 1 )  . H e  d i d  know t h a t  they  p icked up a number of 
people, b u t  h e  thought  it happened i n  ano the r  a r e a  
(pg. ' 42 ) .  
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(2) Night  l a a g e r  p o s i t i o n .  

The w i t n e s s  r e c a l l e d  r e c e i v i n g  s m a l l  arms 
f i r e  d u r i n g  t h e  mor t a r  a t t a c k  t h a t  n i g h t  ( p g s .  42, 4 3 ) .  
The w i t n e s s  d i d  r e c a l l  t h a t  they  had air s u p p o r t .  
A t  0500 h o u r s  a s i n g l e  m o r t a r  landed  i n  f r o n t  of h i s  f o x h o l e  
(pg. 4 4 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  any d e t a i n e e s  b e i n g  k e p t  i n  
t h e  a r e a  t h a t  n i g h t  (pg.  4 5 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  S e r g e a n t  
LIAS h i t t i n g  one  o f  them t h e  n e x t  morning (pg .  4 5 ) .  

4 .  INQUIRIES CONCERNING THE ASSAULT. 

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  he  neve r  h e a r d  MILUS o r  
anyone t a l k i n g  a b o u t  k i l l i n g  p e o p l e  on t h e  o p e r a t i o n  
(pg. 4 6 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  know where t h e  l i e u t e n a n t  g o t  t h e  
body c o u n t  o f  38 (pg .  4 7 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  know o f  any 
i n v e ~ t i g a t i o n ~ n o r  h e  e v e r  q u e s t i o n e d  abou t  t h e  was 
o p e r a t i o n  .(pg. 4 8 ) .  H e  was n o t  t o l d  n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  
o p e r a t i o n  (pg.  4 9 ) .  H e  d i d  h e a r  a rumor o f  ARVN s o l d i e r s  
t o r t u r i n g  vc s u s p e c t s  on t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  (pg .  4 9 ) .  

5. OTHER INFORMATION. 

Mar i juana  was n o t  a problem i n  t h e  company and t h e  
w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  know i f  anyone e v e r  used i t  on o p e r a t i o n s  
(pgs .  49, 50) . 
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EXI I IBITS  

NUMU I<R 


M-2 


M-3 


P-42 


' 

P-168 


P-215 


DESCRIPTTON 
1 


MACV Card "Nine R u l e s "  
MACV Card '"The Enemy i n  
Your Hands'' 

M i s c e l l a n e o u s  s c e n e  

A e r i d l  p h o t o ,  Son My 
v i l l a g e ,  c o a s t a l  complex 

M i s c e l l a n e o u s  Scene  , 

NOTES PAGES 

i W i t  had n o t  s e e n  1 

b e f o r e .  
 3 

W i t  had n o t  s e e n  
b e f o r e .  3 

W i t  s t a t e d  t h a t  

b o t h  p e o p l e  w e r e  3 8  

i n t e r p r e t e r s .  


Used t o  o r i e n t  t h e  

w i t n e s s .  7 

W i t  l o c a t e d  t h e  1
! a r e a  on t h e  tip of 39 

t h e  p e n i n s u l a .  
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(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1330 hour s ,  7 February 
1970.) 

COL WILSON: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR : The fo l lowing  persons  a r e  p r e s e n t :  COL WILSON, 
LTC NOLL, and MAJ THOMAS. 

The n e x t  w i tnes s  i s  M r .  Marvin B. JONES. 

(MR JONES was c a l l e d  as a w i t n e s s ,  w a s  sworn, 
and t e s t i f i e d  a s  follows,:)  

P l e a s e  s t a t e  your f u l l  name, occupa t ion ,  and 
r e s idence?  

A. Marvin B.  JONES. My occupa t ion  i s  te lephone  l i n e -
man. My r e s i d e n c e  i s  2250 B e l m a r  Cour t s ,  Apartment 301, 
D e t r o i t ,  Michigan. 

COL WILSON: M r .  JONES, what was your assignment i n  B/4/3 on 
t h e  1 6 t h  of March? Which p l a t o o n  were you i n  on 1 6  March 1 9 6 8 ?  

A. 1st P la toon .  I w a s  a r i f l eman  o r  an au tomat ic  
r i f l e m a n .  I t  v a r i e d  eve ry  day when somebody would g e t  wounded. 

Q. I see you have a Purp l e  Hear t .  Where . was. t h a t  
awarded and f o r  what o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know what o p e r a t i o n ,  b u t  I know t h a t  it 
w a s  i n  P i n k v i l l e  t h a t  I g o t  h i t .  I g o t  h i t  A p r i l  t h e  24 th ,  
1968 i n  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  a r ea .  

Q This  was a l i t t l e  b i t  b e t t e r  t han  a month 
a f t e r  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  t h a t  w e  have i n  mind, t h a t  we were 
going t o  ask you q u e s t i o n s  on ,  which w a s  i n  March and 
you w e r e  h i t  i n  A p r i l ?  

A. I g o t  wounded on t h e  24th of  A p r i l .  

Q. What w a s  t h e  n a t u r e  of  t h a t  wound, M r .  JONES? 

A. I g o t  wounded i n  my l e g  and my t h i g h  and abdomen. 
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Landmine? 

Right ,  landmine. 

Q Now, on your assignment i n  t h e  1st  P la toon ,  
do you remember which squad you were i n  on t h e  1 6 t h  of  
March? L e t  me be s u r e  t h a t  we a r e  a l l  t h i n k i n g  on t h e  
same b a s i s  a s  f a r  a s  t i m e  i s  concerned. We're t a l k i n g  
about  an o p e r a t i o n  t h a t  took  p l a c e  between t h e  1 6 t h  and 
t h e  19 th  of  March, and we u s u a l l y  f i n d  it b e s t  t o  d e f i n e  
t h a t  o p e r a t i o n  by t h e  dea th  of L ieu t enan t  COCHRAN, which 
was t h e  f i r s t  day o f  t h a t  o p e r a t i o n ,  and t h e  d e a t h  o f  
MILUS, which was t h e  l a s t  day o f  t h e  o p e r a t i o n .  We a r e  
t a l k i n g  about  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  t h a t  took p l a c e  i n  t h a t  pe r iod .  
Does t h i s  h e l p  t o  f i x  t h e  t ime? 

A .  Y e s .  

Q. I was wondering which squad you w e r e  a s s igned  
t o  du r ing  t h a t  p e r i o d ?  

A. I w a s  i n  MILUS' squad,  whatever squad h e  was i n .  

Q H e  was a machinegunner. 

A. Whatever squad he  w a s  i n ,  t h a t ' s  t h e  squad 
I w a s  i n .  

Q. A t  t h a t  t ime ,  h e  was a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  f i r s t  squad? 

A .  I wad i n  t h e  squad w i t h  him. 

Q. Do you r e c a l l  du r ing  your t r a i n i n g  having been 
g iven  any i n s t r u c t i o n  on t h e  l e g a l i t y  o r  i l l e g a l i t y  of  
o r d e r s ,  l e g a l  ve r sus  i l l e g a l  o r d e r s ?  

A. You mean what i s  r i g h t  and what i s  wrong? 

Q. Y e s ,  b u t  as f a r  a s  o r d e r s  a r e  concerned,  m i l i t a r y
o r d e r s ?  

A. No. 

Q =  You d o n ' t  remember anyth ing  about  t h i s ?  

A. No. 

(JONES) 2 APP T-344 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

Q This  i s  E x h i b i t  M - 2 ,  and b e f o r e  I g i v e  you
t h i s ,  l e t  m e  ask  you, were you wi th  t h e  11 th  Brigade 
i n  Hawaii? 

A. R igh t .  

(I This  i s  E x h i b i t  M-2, e n t i t l e d ,  "Nine Rules." 
I t ' s  a copy of  a MACV w a l l e t - s i z e d  ca rd .  Have you e v e r  
s een  t h a t ?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember s e e i n g  it. 

Q =  This  i s  E x h i b i t  M-3, e n t i t l e d ,  "The Enemy 
I n  Your Hands." Have you e v e r  s een  t h a t  one b e f o r e ?  

A. No. 

Q =  You've never  seen  e i t h e r  one of  t h e s e  c a r d s ?  

A. I f  I seen  i t ,  I d o n ' t  remember. 

Q .  Now, I ' m  going t o  go back t o  f i r e  b a s e  Upt igh t  
on t h e  1 5 t h  o f  March, 1968. This  w a s  t h e  day b e f o r e  t h e  a 

o p e r a t i o n  came o f f ,  and I want you t o  r e c a l l  what you 
can about  what you were t o l d  about t h i s  o p e r a t i o n .  I 
d o n ' t  want t o  know what you d i d .  I want t o  know what 
you were t o l d  back a t  t h a t  f i r e  base  t h e  day b e f o r e  t h e  
o p e r a t i o n .  

A .  That  was t h e  day b e f o r e  L ieu tenan t  COCHRAN 
g o t  k i l l e d ?  

Tha t '  s c o r r e c t .  

A. I t  seemed so--a11 w e  d i d  w a s  o p e r a t e  around 
t h i s  P i n k v i l l e ,  and you would go on a miss ion and they  
might n o t  t e l l  you u n t i l  t h e  n e x t  morning. I c a n ' t  t e l l  
e x a c t l y  u n l e s s  you want t o  be more s p e c i f i c .  

Q Okay, I can be.  Number one,  do you remember 
if.you w e r e  b r i e f e d  by a squad l e a d e r  o r  a p l a t o o n  s e r g e a n t ?  

A. Maybe someone s a i d  something t o  me, b u t  I have 
t o  know something more s p e c i f i c .  

Q. Okay. What o r d e r s  were given concerning t h e  
d e s t r u c t i o n  of  v i l l a g e s ,  t h e  burn ing  o f  hootches ,  and 
s o  f o r t h  f o r  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  coming up on t h e  16 th?  
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A. Orders?  

Q- C a l l  them o r d e r s  o r  b r i e f i n g s  o r  i n s t r u c t i o n s  
o r .  whatever you want t o ?  

A. . I t  must have been s e a r c h  and c l e a r  o r  something.  
I mean, I need s p e c i f i c s .  I t  w a s n ' t  no th ing  new. What 
I am say ing  i s  t h a t  i t  w a s n ' t  no th ing  t h a t  would s t i c k  
o u t .  

Q - L e t  me r eph rase  t h i s .  This  i s  what I mean. 
I know you had normal o p e r a t i n g  procedures  t h a t  you d i d  
from day t o  day on a l l  o p e r a t i o n s .  The q u e s t i o n s  t h a t  
I am ask ing  a r e  q u e s t i o n s  that--we , d e s i r e  t o  know i f  
t h e r e  was anyth ing  d i f f e r e n t  from normal o p e r a t i n g  procedures  
t h a t  w e r e  p u t  o u t  i n  t h i s  b r i e f i n g ?  

A. Did I h e a r  any th ing  d i f f e r e n t ?  No, s i r .  No, 
I d i d n ' t .  

Q Nothing on t h e  burn ing  of  s t r u c t u r e s ,  hootches ,  
t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  of  food s t o c k s ?  

A. No. 

Q - W a s  t h e r e  anyth ing  s a i d  about t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  
of animals?  

A. No. 

Q. What do you normal ly  do when you go i n t o  t h e s e  
a r e a s ?  

A. Normally, when w e  go i n t o  a v i l l a g k  they  would 
send  a u n i t  i n  t o  g a t h e r  up a l l  t h e  people  and b r i n g  a l l  t h e  
people  t o g e t h e r .  A f t e r  t h e y  ga the red  a l l  t h e  people  t o g e t h e r ,  
t h e n  they would send ano the r  u n i t  i n  and s e a r c h  t h e  hootches .  

Q. What would happen a f t e r  t h a t ?  

A. Probably a f t e r  they  would s e a r c h  t h e  hootches  
t hey  would come on back and b r i n g  anyth ing  back t h a t  
t hey  found, g e t  a l l  t h e  young men, o l d e r  men, and t h i n g s  
l i k e ,  you know, who t h e y  t h i n k  might be VC and b r i n g  
them back w i t h  us .  

a .  What about  t h e  food s t o c k s ?  
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,A.  W e  have brought  back b u s h e l s  of r i c e  and s t u f f  l i k e  
t h a t .  

Q .  How about  animals?  

A. What d i d  w e  do wi th  animals?  

Nothing? 

Nothing.  

Q- Then t h e r e  was no th ing  unusual  about  any of  t h o s e  
s u b j e c t s  t h a t  w a s  g iven i n  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  i n s t r u c t i o n  f o r  t h i s  
o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. To m e ,  I d i d n ' t  h e a r  any th ing  o u t  of  t h e  normal. 

. Q t  What d i d  you t h i n k  t h e  enemy s i t u a t i o n  was down 
t h e r e ?  Did anybody s a y ,what i t  was? 

A. Well ,  m e  p e r s o n a l l y ,  I thought  P i n k v i l l e  was, d i s -
r ega rd ing  t h e  enemy, j u s t  t h e  l a n d ,  i t  w a s  s o  booby-trapped, 
I j u s t  thought  it w a s  a bad a r e a ,  pe r iod ;  because i t  w a s  s o  
booby-trapped. 

Q Would you c o n s i d e r  this t h e  w o r s t  a r e a  t h a t  you 
o p e r a t e d  i n ,  B Company I mean, i n  i t s  e n t i r e t y ?  

Right .  I t h i n k  we l o s t  most of o u r  men t h e r e .  

Q Do you know what t h e  o t h e r  p l a t o o n s  o f  t h e  company 
were supposed t o  do? 

A. No, it would be  more o r  l e s s ,  "You do t h i s . "  One 
day they  might  s a y  you a r e  a -blocking e lement ,  and you might 
s i t  t h e r e  a l l  day b lock ing  and nobody would come, and a t  t h e  
end of  t h e  day t h e y  might s ay  t h a t  s o  and s o ' s  company i s  
supposed t o  push somebody i n ,  b u t  t hey  never  g o t  h e r e  o r  some-
t h i n g ,  s o  w e  j u s t  wasted t h e  day and go on back t o  Upt igh t .  

Q. , So, t h e r e  was no th ing  s p e c i f i c  about  t h i s  day? 

A. No. 
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Q. What about  t h e  squads o f  t h e  p l a toon?  Were t h e r e  
any s p e c i a l  i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  each squad? 

A. I was j u s t  a r i f l e m a n ,  and a r i f l e m a n  i s  j u s t  a--
a l l  t h e r e  is ,  i s  my squad l e a d e r  o r  my p l a t o o n  s e r g e a n t s ,  who 
a r e  about  t h e  on ly  ones .  T h a t ' s  about  a s  h igh  a s  my c h a i n  o f  
command r e a l l y  goes .  I don 't go any f a r t h e r  t hen .  They would 
be t h e  on ly  one you 'd  see. You s e e  t h e  c a p t a i n  o r  t h e  l i e u -  
t e n a n t  o r  something b u t  more o r  less a ,  " h e l l o . "  

Q - Do you r e c a l l  who your  p l a toon  l e a d e r  was t h a t  day? 

A. I t  had t o '  be WILLINGHAM. 

Q w  And your  p l a toon  s e r g e a n t ?  

A. Se rgean t  WYATT. 


Q.. How about  Se rgean t  RUSHIN? 


A. Se rgean t  RUSHIN? I d o n ' t  know. 

Q 3  You t h i n k  it was Sergeant  WYATT? 

A. Sergean t  WYATT? H e  was dead,  I guess .  H e  g o t  
dead. 

Q- Is t h e r e  anyth ing  e l s e  t h a t  you can r e c a l l ?  W a s  
it normal t h a t  t h e y  t o l d  you what l i f t  you w e r e  going on t h e  
day b e f o r e  t h e  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. No. They would t e l l  y.ou i n  . t h e  morning. I mean 
they  might have t o l d  t h e  squad l e a d e r s  and s t u f f  l i k e  t h a t .  
mean a r i f l e m a n ,  t hey  wouldn ' t  t e l l  m e .  

Q. You s a y  t h a t  you w e r e  i n  MILUS' squad.  MILUS was 
a machinegunner, s o  you were i n  a machinegun squad? 

A. No, I j u s t  meant t h e  squad. Oh, t h a t ' s  r i g h t ,  t h e  
machinegun squad i s  cons ide red  a squad i n  i t s e l f .  

Q- I t ' s  a t t a c h e d .  I t ' s  n o t  u s u a l l y  a squad by i t s e l f .  

A. R igh t .  
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Q. You were i n  t h e  squad t h a t  MILUS was i n ?  

Right.  I wasn't  a t t ached  t o  t h e  machinegun crew. 

(2 L e t ' s  go t o  t h e  day of t h e  opera t ion ,  t h e  16th of 
March. I t h i n k  I w i l l  go ahead and give you a l i t t l e  run down 
on the  concept and what happened and see  i f  we can b r ing  some 
of t h i s  back t o  you a f t e r  2 years .  We w i l l  s t a r t  walking 
through each day and see  i f  we can f i g u r e  ou t  what information 
t h a t  you can g ive  us. This i s  P i n k v i l l e  o u t l i n e d  i n  the  black 
over t h e r e  (po in t ing  t o  Exhib i t  P-168) . That a r e a  is  c a l l e d  
P i n k v i l l e .  Actua l ly ,  it ' s an a r e a  between the  two r i v e r s .  
One is the  Song T r a  Kuc River on t h e  south and t h e  Diem Diem 
on the  nor th .  I t  is  not  p a r t  of t h e  Task Force Barker 's  
o p e r a t i o n a l  a rea .  I t  belongs t o  t h e  2d ARVN Divis ion.  When-
ever Task Force Barker went down t h e r e ,  they had t o  g e t  spe-
c i a l  permission. Normally, Task Force Barker opera ted  nor th  of 
this a r e a ,  You had been i n t o  P i n k v i l l e ?  

A. Yes. Right. 

Q .  When you went down t h e r e  it wasn ' t  i n  your a rea .  
I t  w a s  o u t  of your a rea .  Now, t he  opera t ion  t h a t  took p lace  
on t h e  1 6 t h ,  C Company was picked up a t  Dot t i e .  Let me show 
you t h i s  here .  

(Witness was given o r i e n t a t i o n  on a e r i a l  photo, 
Exh ib i t  P-16 8.  ) 

Do you know how long you s tayed on t h e  landing 
zone a f t e r  you g o t  t h e r e ?  

A.  How long we s tayed on t h e  landing zone? 

Q * Yes. 

A. Probably no more than  3 ,  4 ,  o r  5 minutes. I mean 
when you h i t  it, you go on o f f .  

'2= I ' m  no t  t a l k i n g  about s e t t i n g  up s e c u r i t y .  I am 
talking about moving o f f  on a march? 

A. O h ,  r i g h t .  Maybe 1 0  t o  15 minutes. 
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Q- L e t ' s  t a k e  a look a t  t h i s  t iming .  The second L i f t  
touched down a t  0 8 2 7  a s  f a r  as w e  know. L i e u t e n a n t  COCHRAN 
was k i l l e d  a t  0845 .  This  i s  what t h e  l o g  shows. Where w e r e  
you, o r  do you remember t h e  exp los ion ,  o r  s e e i n g  o r  be ing  n e a r  
o r  any th ing  about  L i e u t e n a n t  COCHRAN's dea th?  

A. I hea rd  t h e  exp los ion ,  and I t h i n k  it was beh ind  
m e .  I heard  t h e  exp los ion  and it come back down t h a t  L ieu t e -
n a n t  COCHRAN had s t epped  on a mine. 

Q Had you reached t h e  t r a i l ?  Had you a l l  begun 
moving through a v i l l a g e  when he g o t  h i t ?  

A. No. 

Q - Were you s t i l l  on t h e  l and ing  zone? 

A. No. I t h i n k  w e  w e r e  moving. The whole group w a s  
moving when he  q o t  h i t .  

Q The whole company w a s  moving? 

A. I t h i n k .  I j u s t  know about my p l a t o o n .  I a m  . 
p r e t t y  s u r e  w e  was moving when he g o t  h i t .  

Q *  Where w e r e  you moving, do you know? 

A. Where w e r e  w e  moving? 

Q. Yes. You can s e e  on t h i s  one h e r e  a l i t t l e  b e t t e r .  
You can see t h a t  t h e  l and ing  zone was r i g h t  i n  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t -
i n g  photo E x h i b i t  P-16 8) . 
LTC NOLL: T h i s  i s  Route 521. 

A. Th i s  i s  t h e  way I remember it. I remember w e  
l anded ,  w e  came i n ,  and w e  walked down t h e  o p p o s i t e  s i d e  of 
t h e  b r i d g e  and doubled back a c r o s s  t h e  b r i d g e .  I remember be-
cause w e  was always by t h e  wate r .  

COL WILSON: Do you remember h e a r i n g  t h e  exp los ion  when Lieu-
t e n a n t  COCHRAN g o t  k i l l e d ?  

A. Right .  
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Q. You had n o t  reached t h e  br idge  a t  t h a t  po in t?  

A. No. I d o n ' t  t h ink  so .  Like I s a i d ,  I know'that  
it came back and t h e  men s a i d  he go t  h i t .  

Q. You mean t h e  platoon came back? 

A. No. I t ' s  l i k e  you h o l l e r  down t h e  l i n e  t h a t  he 
was h i t .  

Q- You're t a l k i n g  about how you go t  t h e  word? 

A. Right. The word came back. 

Q. You kept  on moving, d i d n ' t  you? You didn 't s t o p  
because of t h a t ?  

A. No. 

Q Do you remember g e t t i n g  down t o  t h e  br idge? 

A. Right. 

Q - Do you r e c a l l  r ece iv ing  any f i r e .  

A. No, I d o n ' t  t h ink  so .  

& *  Do you r e c a l l ,  when you were moving down toward 
t h e  b r idge ,  going through a v i l l a g e  with a hedgerow on each 
s i d e ?  

A. I remember what you a r e  t a l k i n g  about .  I t h i n k ,  I 
am p r e t t y  s u r e  about what you a r e  t a l k i n g  about. I t  was be-
tween Lieutenant  COCHRAN and MILUS. 

Q - What I am t r y i n g  t o  do i s  f i x  t h e  time and p lace  
i f  I can. Do you remember, when you got  back over  t h e  b r i d g e ,  
do you remember a b ig  g a t e  over  t h e  ent rance  t o  P i n k v i l l e  on 
t h a t  t r a i l  t h a t  had some w r i t i n g  on t h e  t o p  of i t ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know about w r i t i n g ,  b u t  I know what you 
a r e  t a l k i n g  about because t h a t  i s  where TAYLOR go t  h i t  up 
t h e r e .  I t  was r i g h t  a t  t h e  br idge ,  i s n ' t  i t ?  
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Q- No. This  would have been on t h i s  s i d e  of  t h e  
br idge? On t h e  ent rance  t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. But it a i n ' t  no more than 25 f e e t  from t h e  br idge .  

Q. I th ink  it i s ,  where I am t a l k i n g  about? 

LTC NOLL: I th ink  it would be more l i k e  r i g h t  here  (po in t ing  
t o  a  p o r t i o n  o f  photo,  Exhib i t  P-168) ? 

A .  No. I ' m  th ink ing  it was over t h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ). 
COL WILSON: A s  you approached t h e  v i l l a g e ,  do you r e c a l l  any 
problems coming over  t h e  br idge?  

A. I d o n ' t  t h ink  we had any t roub le  going over  t h e  
br idge .  

Q. Did you go over  t h e  br idge  without  r ece iv ing  any
f i r e ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know. I j u s t  recognize when someone g e t s  
h i t .  I d o n ' t  th ink  we rece ived  any f i r e .  

Q - Do you remember any mortar  rounds coming i n  from 
t h e  s i d e  of t h e  b r idge ,  t h e  nor th  s i d e ?  

A. Over he re  (po in t ing)? No. 

Q .  What happened a f t e r  you crossed  t h e  br idge? 

A. A f t e r  we crossed t h e  br idge  we separa ted .  We went 
along here  by t h i s  stream, and I know t h a t  I was n o t  t o o  f a r  
o f f  t h e  water .  I was s i t t i n g  on some s t e p s  l i k e  on f l ank  se-
c u r i t y  o r  something. 

Q- When you crossed  t h a t  br idge ,  d i d  you head south  
i n t o  another  v i l l a g e ?  

A. The v i l l a g e  was r i g h t  here  by t h a t  b r idge ,  wasn ' t  
i t ?  

Q No. That was t h e  v i l l a g e  on t h e  s i d e  t h a t  you 
crossed.  When you crossed  t h a t  br idge  you s t ayed  over  t h e r e .  
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A. What s i d e  i s  P i n k v i l l e ?  Is it  t h i s  s i d e  o r  t h i s  
s i d e ?  

Q. T h i s  s i d e ,  on t h e  w e s t  s i d e  of  t h e  b r idge .  

A. I ' m  t h i n k i n g  t h a t  w e  came ove r  h e r e  r i g h t  by t h e  
s i d e .  

Q- That  w a s  on t h e  west  s i d e  of t h e  b r i d g e .  That  was 
ove r  by t h e  p e n i n s u l a ,  over  on t h e  s e a  s i d e ?  

A .  This  i s  t h e  b r i d g e  and t h i s  i s  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

Q e  Right .  But t h e r e  i s  no ev idence  whatsoever  t h a t  
t h e  1st P la toon  went i n t o  P i n k v i l l e .  

A. No ev idence?  

Q. No r e p o r t s  of  any k i n d  t h a t  t h e  1st P la toon  went 
i n t o  P i n k v i l l e .  

A. I remember t h a t  w e  c r o s s e d  t h e  br idge--  

Q- ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  T h a t ' s  r i g h t ,  b u t  t h a t ' s  no t  Pink- 
v i l l e .  You l e f t  P i n k v i l l e  when you c r o s s e d  t h e  b r idge?  

A.  I a i n ' t  t o o  good a t  map r ead ing .  Maybe you shou ld  
e x p l a i n  i t  t o  m e  b e t t e r .  

Q- T h a t ' s  what I was t r y i n g  t o  do. Once you g o t  on 
t h a t  s i d e  o f  t h e  b r i d g e ,  I t h i n k  t h e  b e s t  t h i n g  t o  do i s  f o r -
g e t  about  t h e  r e f e r e n c e  t o  P i n k v i l l e ,  because t h a t  whole a r e a  
which ex tends  t h e  d i s t a n c e  about 5 by 7 m i l e s  i s  r e f e r r e d  t o  
as P i n k v i l l e .  J u s t  f o r g e t  about t h e  t e r m  P i n k v i l l e  and t h i n k  
about  t h e  f e a t u r e s  he re .  Here i s  t h e  br idge--  

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Oh, y e s ,  ye s .  W e  came a c r o s s  h e r e ,  
and w e  s e t  i n  h e r e .  

Q - I n  o t h e r  words, you s a y  t h a t  you s e t  up s e c u r i t y  
on t h e  wa te r  s i d e  o r  t h e  b r i d g e  s i d e ?  

A. Right .  
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Q- When you c r o s s e d  ove r ,  d i d  you head sou th?  That  
would be  i n  t h i s  d i r e c t i o n  ( p o i n t i n g )? 

A. Right.  

Q. And was t h e r e  any r e s i s t a n c e  a t  a l l  i n  t h e r e ?  Was -
t h e r e  any f i r i n g ?  

A. J u s t  l i k e  when we came i n  t h e r e  and s a t  down and 
s topped on t h e  o u t s k i r t s  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  and you cou ld  h e a r  
f i r i n g .  

Q. Where was L ieu tenan t  WILLINGHAM? Did you s e e  him? 

A. W e l l ,  a f t e r  w e  set  up t h e r e  I d o n ' t  remember 
s e e i n g  him t h e r e .  I remember s e e i n g  him come a c r o s s  t h e  
b r idge .  

Q .  Who s e t  up t h e r e  on f l ank  s e c u r i t y ?  You and who? 

A. I t  w a s  t h e  squad h e r e .  

Q .  D O  you know who they  were? 

A. Do you have something wi th  t h e  names of  t h e  men i n  
t h e  squad,  a r o s t e r  o r  something. 

a .  Y e s .  W e  d o n ' t  know t h a t  t h i s  was t h e  e x a c t  loca-
t i o n .  (RCDK r e a d  some names of B / 4 j 3  pe r sonne l . )  

How about  TAYLOR, TITTLE and HOOTON? 

A. N o .  They w a s  t h e  p o i n t  group.  They w e r e  a crew 
a l l  by themselves .  

Q. T h a t ' s  r i g h t ,  b u t  t hey  were i n  t h e  f i r s t  squad? 

A.  Right .  

Q. Then you g o t  WILLIAMS, MICHENER, JONES,  R E I D ,  
MILUS, and y o u r s e l f ?  

A. I t  w a s n ' t  t h e  p o i n t ,  and i t  wasn I t  t h e  machinegun 
c r e w .  
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Q NEAL , TAYLOR? 

A. No, it wasn ' t  t h e  p o i n t  crew. I t  wasn 't the  ma-
chinegun crew. 

Q D o  you know who it was? W e  can e l imina te  TAYLOR, 
TITTLE, and HOOTON. W e  can e l imina te  MIL,US. 

A. Can you name some of the  rest of them t h e r e ?  

Q. WARNER, STRINGER, and MADISON could have been 
machinegunners. 

A. No, they w e r e  s o u l  b ro the r s .  I would have r e m e m -
bered them. 

Q STEINBRECHER, I d o n ' t  know whether he was--

A. ( In terpos ing)  I ' m  no t  saying he wasn ' t .  I know 
t h a t  it wasn ' t  the machinegun crew, and it wasn ' t  t he  p o i n t  
because they d o n ' t  set up l i k e  t h a t .  

Q So you weren ' t  with t h e  machinegun c r e w  and you 
w e r e  n o t  with t h e  poin t?  

A, I w a s  with the  f i r s t  squad l eader .  

Q Sergeant  LIAS was the  f i r s t  squad leader?  

A, Right ,  Sergeant LIAS. 

Q Was he with you a t  t h a t  time? 

A. H e  w a s  t h e  one t h a t  t o l d  us t o  go t o  t h a t  a rea .  
H e  wasn ' t  r i g h t  l i k e  s i t t i n g  with m e .  

Q. Now, when you set  up s e c u r i t y  on t h a t  f l a n k ,  how 
f a r  from t h e  br idge  were you? 

A. It wasn' t '  f a r .  You might throw a rock and h i t  t h e  
br idge.  From where I w a s  s i t t i n g ,  I would come p r e t t y  c lose  
i f  I threw a rock. 

Q . A s  we  understand it, on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of t h a t  
br idge  t h e r e  w a s  a road or a t r a i l  t h a t  went a l i t t l e  d i s t a n c e  
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and then  t u r n e d  t o  t h e  sou th ,  t o  t h e  r i g h t ,  and went down i n  
between some hootches  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  down t h e r e ?  

A. What s i d e  o f  t h e  b r i d g e  a r e  you t a l k i n g  about?  


Q- On t h e  s e a  s i d e ?  


A. Right .  


Q - Did t h e  p l a toon  r e c e i v e  any f i r e  from t h a t  v i l l a g e ?  


A .  I d o n ' t  know. 

Q. Was t h e r e  any c o n t a c t  i n  t h a t  v i l l a g e ?  

A. I n  t h e  morning? 

Q. Y e s ;  t h e  morning o f  t h e  f i r s t  day. 

A. No, I d o n ' t  remember any c o n t a c t .  


Q- You d o n ' t  remember any f i r i n g ?  


A. Not i n  t h e  morning. 


Q- Any exp los ions  be ing  used,  bunkers b e i n g  des t royed?  


A. I don ' t  know about  t h a t .  You could  h e a r  n o i s e s ,  
b u t  I d o n ' t  know i f  t hey  w a s  d e s t r o y i n g  bunkers .  

Q =  How long  d i d  you a l l  s t a y  i n  t h a t  p o s i t i o n ?  

A. A l l  day, I t h i n k .  

Q. Right  t h e r e  where you s e t  up. 

(Witness makes no response. )  

Did you move t h a t  evening o r  b e f o r e  da rk?  

A. Right .  We moved somewhere, somewhere by t h e  s ea .  

(JONES) 1 4  APP T-344 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 




FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


Q - Did you s e e  t h e  p o i n t  group w i t h  a woman 1e.ading 
t h e  p o i n t ?  

A. With a woman? 

Q .  Vietnamese. 

A. No. 

Q. Okay. You a l l  moved up n o r t h  and went i n t o  a 
l a a g e r  p o s i t i o n  t h a t  n i g h t .  That  morning a t  0825 somebody 
from t h e  1 s t  Platoon--I 'm s o r r y  it w a s  0935--

A. You t a l k i n g  about  t h e  n e x t  morning? 

Q. No, I ' m  t a l k i n g  about  t h e  same morning. I ' m  going 
o v e r  it aga in .  A t  0935 t h e  1st P la toon  r e p o r t e d  1 2  VC k i l l e d  
sou th  of  t h a t  b r i d g e ,  and a t  1015 they  r e p o r t e d  1 8  more VC 
k i l l e d  r i g h t  t h e r e  where you were l o c a t e d ,  and a t  1420 t h a t  
a f t e rnoon  t h e r e  w e r e  8 more r e p o r t e d  k i l l e d .  T h a t ' s  38 VC 
k i l l e d  r i g h t  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  where you were l o c a t e d .  I 
d o n ' t  unders tand  it. 

A. I d o n ' t  e i t h e r .  

Q - There c o u l d n ' t  be  a l l  t h a t  f i r i n g  go ing  on and 
you n o t  h e a r  i t ?  

A. I mean, i t ' s  j u s t  l i k e  people  would be  shoo t ing  
t h e i r  r i f l e s  and s t u f f .  I t ' s  n o t  l i k e  people  be  f i r i n g  back.  
I t ' s  j u s t  l i k e  somebody might be  s h o o t i n g  t h e i r  r i f l e ,  o r  
machinegunner, h e  might se t  o f f  a b u r s t  o f  rounds and say  he 
i s  reconning by f i r e ,  o r  I might s i t  up t h e r e  and shoo t  a c r o s s  
t h e  r i v e r .  

Q. T h a t ' s  f i r i n g ,  i s n ' t  i t ?  

A. You s a y  d i d  w e  have c o n t a c t s ?  

Q. I s a i d  d i d  you h e a r  f i r i n g  a l s o ?  L e t  m e  say  it 
aga in ,  d i d  you h e a r  any f i r i n g ?  

A. No more than  u s u a l .  

Q. And you d i d n ' t  s e e  any o f  t h e s e  VC, 3 8  t o t a l ?  
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A. No. 

Q - A t  1045 t h e r e  was supposed t o  be a s t e e l  he lme t ,  
uniforms,  and web equipment found i n  t h a t  same a r e a ?  

Cid  you s e e  any bod ie s  o v e r  t h e r e  a t  a l l ?  

A. R igh t .  

Q. Where were t hey?  I n  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  up on a h i l l ?  

A. On t h e  edge o f  t h e  v i l l a g e  I guess you would c a l l  
it. 

Q. HOW many? -
A. I j u s t  s e e n  a woman l y i n g  by one o f  t h o s e  hootches  
t h a t  cou ld  go i n t o  t h e  ground. 

A. Y e s ,  a bunker.  

Q- One woman? 

A. R igh t .  a 

Q- What t i m e  was t h a t ?  

A. About lunch t i m e .  

Q Did you g e t  i n t o  t h a t  v i l l a g e  t o  look around? 

A. W e  walked around. They had my squad r i g h t  around 
he re .  

Q - T h a t ' s  a long  t h e  wes t  s i d e  o f  t h e  pen insu la?  

A. Right .  

Q. This  woman you s a w ,  how w a s  she  k i l l e d ?  Do you
know? 

A. I g a t h e r  by a r t i l l e r y .  
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Q .  Where was t h e  wound? 

A.  I d o n ' t  know. I couldn'  t see .  A l l  I could s e e  

was blood. 


LTC NOLL: When d i d  they f i r e  t h e  a r t i l l e r y ?  

A. They f i r e d  before  we landed. 

, Q - Where? 

A .  I n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q. How do you know? 

A. You could hea r  it. We could h e a r  i t  from Uptight 
before ,  I t h i n k ,  we even l e f t .  

Q. Did you s e e  it land? 

A. No. 

Q- Did you cons ider  t h a t  they might be prepping t h e  

landing zone? 


A. Yes. I thought it was probably a h o t  a r e a .  

Q - What was t h e  o rgan iza t ion  of your p la toon i n  t h e  
march from t h e  landing  zone t o  t h e  br idge?  What I am asking 
i s ,  who was i n  f r o n t ,  who was nex t ,  and who brought up t h e  
r e a r .  I am asking you elements,  t h e  p o i n t  group, f i r s t  squad, 
second squad. How was i t  organized? 

A. W e l l ,  it would be l i k e  t h e  p o i n t  and then  i t  would 
probably be the l i e u t e n a n t  .and h i s  r ad io  man and then a map 
r e a d e r  from t h e  a r t i l l e r y .  They would probably be behind 
p o i n t ,  and then  you have probably,  a machinegun crew, 
f i r s t  squad, second squad, t h i r d  squad. 

Q- What was your normal p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  squad when 

you were moving l i k e  t h a t ?  Were you nea r  t h e  f r o n t  o r  were 

you near  t h e  back? 


A. About t h e  middle. 
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Q. On t h i s  move, d i d  you s e e  Lieutenant  WILLINGHAM? 

A. While we moved? 

Q. Yes. 

A. Right. 

Q. Were t h e r e  any grenades hur led  a t  your column while  
you were moving down t h a t  wood t o  t h e  br idge? 

A. Yes. They s a i d  somebody threw a grenade and every- 
body jumped down. 

Q. Did it go o f f ,  o r  d i d n ' t  it go o f f ?  How many d i d  
they throw? 

A. I d o n ' t  know. They j u s t  s a i d  t h e  one. 

Q. When you go t  t o  t h e  br idge  o r  got  c l o s e  t o  t h e  
br idge ,  d i d  you pause f o r  any amount of t ime,  o r  d i d  you go 
r i g h t  across?  

A. I d o n ' t  know. I th ink  we paused. 

Q .  How long? 

A. Five o r  t e n  minutes. 


Q - Did you know t h e  observer  f o r  t h e  mortar? 


A. Did I know him? 

Q. Yes. 

A. I know him i f  I s e e  him, b u t  I d i d n ' t  know h i s  
name. 

Q .  Did he go forward o r  pass  you a t  any t ime? 

A. I d o n ' t  know. 

Q. Do you know i f  they f i r e d  t h e  81 mi l l ime te r  i o r t a r  
before  you crossed  t h a t  br idge? 
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A. I don ' t know. 

Q- How long  do you t h i n k  you paused,  i n  t ime? 

A. About 1 0  minutes ;  say  about 10 minutes .  

Q Okay. So when you c ros sed  t h a t  b r i d g e ,  can you 
s t i l l  see L ieu tenan t  WILLINGHAM? 

A. Right .  

a - Did h e  g e t  s h o t  a t ?  

A. I dont  t know. 

Q. Did anybody s t a r t  a c r o s s  t h a t  b r i d g e  and have t o  
come back,  o r  w a s  it a smooth o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. I t  w a s  a p r e t t y  smooth o p e r a t i o n .  

Q - Did anybody recon by f i r e  wh i l e  t h e y  were c r o s s i n g ?  

A. No, t hey  probably d i d .  That  w a s  p rocedure .  

Q- A l l  r i g h t .  What i n s t r u c t i o n s  d i d  your  squad g e t
from Se rgean t  LIAS when you w e r e  c r o s s i n g  t h a t  b r i d g e ,  any? 

A. I mean they  d o n ' t  t e l l  m e .  They d o n ' t  t e l l  us .  
J u s t  s t a y  i n  squad form. You j u s t  fo l low t h e  squad. H e  would 
j u s t  s ay  t h e  squad goes and s o  and s o ,  you lcnow. 

Q. I unders tand t h a t .  Okay, you c r o s s e d  t h e  b r i d g e ,  
and you s a y  you moved i n t o  t h e  no r the rn  p a r t  of  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. We c ros sed  t h e  b r i d g e ,  and t h e y  p u t  us by t h e  
r i v e r  on s o r t  o f  f l a n k  s e c u r i t y .  

Q. On f l a n k  s e c u r i t y ?  

A. I guess  t h a t  i s  what you c a l l  it. 

Q- . A l l  r i g h t .  What was t h e  d i s t a n c e  between one end 
of  t h e  squad and t h e  o t h e r  end o f  t h e  squad? 
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A. I n  t h e  f i r s t  squad? 

a - F i r s t  squad? Your squad? 

A. I t  wasn ' t - - I  d o n ' t  even t h i n k  t h e  whole squad w a s  
t h e r e .  

Q O  I d o n ' t  c a r e  about  t h a t .  

A. Something l i k e  t h e  l a s t  man I cou ld  s e e  t o  t h e  
f i r s t  man? 

Y e s .  

About 50, 60 meters ,  I guess .  

That  was p a r a l l e l  t o  t h e  r i v e r ?  

A. Right ,  r i g h t  a long  t h e  r i v e r .  

Q. Which way w e r e  you look ing ,  i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  o r  
away from t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. ~ o o k i n g  away from t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q. How long  d i d  you spend t h e r e ?  

A. An hour  and one-half  t o  two hours .  

Q - A l l  r i g h t .  You s p e n t  an hour  and a h a l f  t h e r e .  
What t i m e  was it then?  You probably moved o u t  around 8:30. 

A. You mean probably moved o u t  of  t h e  v i l l a g e  by 8:30? 

Q - No, you moved o u t  from t h e  l and ing  zone by 8:30. 
What t ime do  you t h i n k  it was when you f i n i s h e d  spending t h a t  
hour  and one-half  a t  t h e  l o c a t i o n  where you s a i d  your  squad 
was? 

About 11 o ' c l o c k  o r  11:30. 

Q. Then what d i d  you do? 

A. Probably a t e  lunch.  
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Q - Okay. Right t h e r e ?  

A.  Right t h e r e .  

Q- So you d i d n ' t  move? I thought  you moved? 

(Witness shakes head i n  t h e  nega t ive . )  

W e l l ,  d i d  you wander around t h a t  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Me? 

You. 

A. No. 

Did you t a l k  t o  anybody t h a t  d i d ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q What d i d  they say? What d i d  they  t e l l  you they  
saw? 

A.  There was noth ing  unusual,  no th ing  t h a t  I would 
t r y  t o  remember. I c a n ' t  remember noth ing  excep t iona l  t h a t  
they  would s a y  t h a t  I wouldn ' t  know. 

Q- Well,  somebody repor t ed  a t o t a l  of 38 VC k i l l e d  
t h e r e .  Did they  mention t h a t ?  

A. W e l l ,  j u s t  l i k e  you a r e  h e r e ,  j u s t  l i k e  they a r e  
h e r e  and they  would say  somebody k i l l e d  200 VC, somebody 
k i l l e d  4 0 0 ,  you know. 

Q I b e l i e v e  i f  1 was t h a t  c l o s e  I ' d  go look. 

A. Not i f  you might s t e p  on a booby t r a p .  

Q - What rou te  d i d  t h e  p o i n t  group take?  Did they . 
walk t h e  main t r a i l  of  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. . I would guess.  I mean I d o n ' t  know. 

COL WILSON: We've had people i n  t h e  1st Pla toon  say they have 
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seen as  high a s  5 t o  20 bodies  i n  t h a t  v i l l a g e ,  a l l  of them 
women and c h i l d r e n ,  no men. I t  seems unusual t h a t  anybody 
could go through t h a t  v i l l a g e ,  and t h a t  many bodies  l y i n g  
around c o u l d n ' t  be seen.  A s  I understand, t h e r e  i s  only one 
t r a i l  going through t h e r e ,  and I d o n ' t  imagine t h a t  anybody 
i s  any d i f fer ' en t  from you. They a r e n ' t  going t o  g e t  o f f  t h a t  
t r a i l  unless  they  have t o .  

Where was MILUS when you were c ross ing  t h e  br idge  
with r e fe rence  t o  your squad? Was he i n  t h e  r e a r ,  o r  was he 
i n  t h e  f r o n t ?  

A. He was i n  f r o n t  of me. 

Q. Where d i d  he s e t  up h i s  machinegun? Was it on t h e  
e a s t  o r  t h e  west bank of  t h e  r i v e r ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know. 

Q- Did you s e e  him go i n t o  a c t i o n  f o r  recon by f i r e ?  

A. Right. 

Q - Was he on t h e  s e a  s i d e  of t h e  r i v e r ,  o r  was he on 
t h e  land s i d e  of t h e  r i v e r ?  

A. I ' l l  pu t  it l i k e  t h i s :  I was r i g h t  down h e r e ,  and 
they s a i d  t h e  f i r s t  squad would go i n  here  and t h e  r e s t  would 
go i n ,  and I imagine t h e  p o i n t  squad would go through t h e  v i l -
l age ,  s o  I imagine he would be c l o s e  t o  t h e  s e a .  

Q B u t  you saw him s e t  h i s  machinegun up? 

A. I saw him go by, and I heard t h e  machinegun go o f f .  

Q You-know which d i r e c t i o n  he was f i r i n g ?  

A. Well, it wasnft coming toward me. 

LTC NOLL: What d i d  you do a f t e r  d inner  a t  t h a t  p o s i t i o n ?  
Let me ask you another  ques t ion ,  too.  We 've had testimony t h a t  
a h e l i c o p t e r  came i n  and landed t h e r e .  Do you r e c a l l  t h a t ?  

A. I t h i n k  t h a t  was way l a t e r  i n  t h e  day,  I th ink .  
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Q. Where d i d  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  l and  when i t  d i d  come i n ?  
I n  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A .  I ' m  t a l k i n g  about t h e  one t h a t  came and p i cked  up 

TAYLOR when he  g o t  h i t .  


Q *  That  w a s  t h e  n e x t  day. 

A. What? 

. 	 Q g  That  was t h e  nex t  day,  s o  we a r e  t a l k i n g  about  a 
d i f f e r e n t  h e l i c o p t e r .  I a m  t a l k i n g  about  a h e l i c o p t e r  t h a t  
shou ld  have been a resupply  h e l i c o p t e r .  

A. I ' m  t a l k i n g  about  t h e  one t h a t  came i n  and g o t  

TAYLOR when h e  g o t  h i t .  I d o n ' t  remember no r e supp ly .  


COL WILSON: T h i s  chopper was supposed t o  have brought  i n  some 
more demol i t i ons .  Apparent ly  t h e  p o i n t  group r a n  o u t  of  explo-
s i v e s ,  and it probably  brought  i n  some water .  Did you g e t  o u t  
on t h a t  sand dune t h a t  r o s e  up b e f o r e  you h i t  t h e  beach? 

A. What p l a c e ?  

Q. S o r t  o f  a h i l l  a s  you c r o s s  t h e  b r i d g e ,  you t a k e  
t h a t  road  s o u t h ,  between t h e  beach and your p o s i t i o n  t h e r e  was 
a h i l l ,  s o r t  o f  a sand h i l l .  I f  you would have walked s t r a i g h t  
over  t h e  b r i d g e  you would have walked r i g h t  i n t o  it. Do you 

remember t h a t ?  


A. I dont t know. 

Q - When you g o t  over  t h e  b r i d g e ,  could you s e e  t h e  
beach? 

A. No, no. When you s a y  sand h i l l ,  a r e  you t a l k i n g  

a b i g  h i l l ?  


Q 	 No, n o t  a b i g  h i l l ,  j u s t  a r i s e .a 

A. W e l l ,  I mean I remember something about  a b r i d g e ,  

b u t  I c o u l d n ' t  see t h e  ocean.  


Q - Did you see any a c t i v i t y  o u t  i n  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  

t h e  ocean,  o r  any people  moving around? 
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A. No. 

Q. Did you s e e  any people i n  t h a t  v i l l a g e  when you 
moved over  t h e  br idge?  

A .  Right.  

Q- How many would you es t ima te  t h a t  you saw? 

A. I d o n ' t  know. Like you see  somebody d a r t  here  and 
d a r t  the re .  There wasn ' t  very many. 

Q. Did you s e e  them a f t e r  t h e  f i r i n g  s t a r t e d  o r  be fo re  
it s t a r t e d ?  

A. I seen them when we l e f t  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q- When d i d  you l eave  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. I guess we must have s t ayed  t h e r e  a l l  day. I 
guess it must have been about 4:00 o r  so .  

Q .  Where were they when you l e f t  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. They was a l l  s i t t i n g  t o g e t h e r  and I remember a 
l i t t l e  boy had h i s  shoulder  from here  a l l  t h e  way up t o  he re  
gone, and it wasn ' t  even b leeding .  

Q- Was t h i s  a f r e s h  wound o r  an o l d  wound? 

A. I ' d  say he got  it t h a t  morning, and he was s t i l l  
dr ipping  blood. I t  wasn ' t  even dry.  

Q What about t h e  r e s t  of t h e  people? How many of 
them were t h e r e ?  

A. Oh, a small  group. I t  wasn ' t  very many. 

Q. Were they  under guard? 

A. No, I d o n ' t  t h ink  so .  

Q. They weren ' t  being deta ined?  
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What happened t h a t  n i g h t ,  any th ing  up t h e r e  a t  t h e  
l a a g e r  a r e a  when you moved o u t  of t h e  v i l l a g e  and w e n t n o r t h ?  

A. You're t a l k i n g  about  when we--

Q . ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  L e f t  t h e  v i l l a g e  and went n o r t h  and 
set  up t h e  n i g h t  d e f e n s i v e  p o s i t i o n ?  

A. I t h i n k  w e  caught  f i r e  t h a t  n i g h t .  I a i n  't s u r e ,  
b u t  I t h i n k  we  caught  f i r e .  

Q A l l  r i g h t .  L e t  m e  ask  you, about  1600,  do you re -
member some Navy boa t s  coming i n  w i t h  about  10 sampans wi th  a  
bunch of  Vietnamese on them and t u r n i n g  them over  t o  Lieuten-
a n t  WILLINGHAM? 

A .  No. 

Q Do you remember a Vietnamese i n t e r p r e t e r  coming i n  
t h e r e ?  Coming, i n  t h e r e  by h e l i c o p t e r  t h e  s a m e  day? 

A. A Vietnamese i n t e r p r e t e r  by h e l i c o p t e r ?  

Q . Y e s .  W e  a r e  s t i l l  on t h e  16 th  of  March. You 
c ros sed  t h e  b r i d g e ,  went down i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  p u l l e d  down 
o u t  of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  and went up n o r t h  t o  a n i g h t  d e f e n s i v e  
p o s i t i o n .  La te  t h a t  a f t e rnoon ,  some Vietnamese were t u rned  
over  t o  t h e  1st P la toon  by t h e  Navy? 

N o ,  I don 't remember ~ t h a t .  

LTC NOLL: M r .  J O N E S ,  you mentioned a couple  o f  t imes t h a t  
you s a w  people  b e f o r e  you were on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  and they were 
d a r t i n g  around. Ev iden t ly ,  t h e r e  was some purpose t o  t h e i r  
d a r t i n g  around. What w e r e  t hey  t r y i n g  t o  do? Could you t e l l ?  

A. No, it w a s  l i k e  t hey  was g e t t i n g  i n  t h e i r  hootches ,  
I guess ,  and they  were p i c k i n g  up t h e r e  belongings  o r  some-
t h i n g .  I d o n ' t  know. B u t  they  w e r e n ' t  s i t t i n g  s t i l l .  

Q . Did they  appear  t o  be g e t t i n g  i n t o  bunkers? 

A .  Right.  They were going i n t o  t h e  ground and g e t -
t i n g  i n t o  t h e i r  hootches.  
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Q - So I' wouldn I t  t h i n k  t h a t  t h i s  d a r t i n g  around would 
l a s t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  long.  I t  d o e s n ' t  t a k e  ve ry  long  f o r  you t o  
g e t  i n t o  a bunker does  it, when a mor ta r  a t t a c k  comes, your  
company? 

A. Right .  

Q g  How long  cou ld  you see t h e s e  people  d a r t i n g  around? 

A. W e l l ,  i f  I would have looked,  I d o n ' t  know if I 
could  have seen  them a l l  t h e  way, b u t  I mean--

Q- (interposing) I mean t imewise? Did t h e y  seem 
t o  c l e a r  o u t  o f  t h e  a r e a ?  

A. No, j u s t  l i k e  i f  I looked t h e r e ,  I probably  could 
have fol lowed them wherever t hey  went and went and g o t  them, 
you know, i f  I would have looked a t  them. You know, j u s t  
l i k e  you look and you j u s t  d o n ' t  know. You d o n ' t  pay any 
a t t e n t i o n .  There w e r e n ' t  nobody shoo t ing ,  s o  t h e r e  w a s n ' t  
no th ing  t o  pay no a t t e n t i o n  about .  

Q. Did people  s t a r t  s h o o t i n g  then?  

A. Who, you mean us?  

Q. Y e s ,  u s ,  t h e  people  i n  B Company, 1st  P la toon .  

A. No. 


Q- When d i d  t hey  s t a r t  shoo t ing?  Did the p o i n t  group 
do a l l  t h e  shoo t ing?  

A. What s h o o t i n g  a r e  you t a l k i n g  about  now? 

Q. Well,  a  number o f  people  s a i d  t hey  h e a r d  t h e  shoot -  
i n g  and a number of  people  s a i d  t hey  heard  demol i t i ons  ( inaud-
i b l e ) .  

A. [ I n a u d i b l e )  o u t ' of t h e  o rd ina ry .  

Q. The way I i n t e r p r e t  w h a t  you t e l l  me  i s  t h a t ' i n t e r -
m i t t e n t  f i r e  i s  n o t  o u t  o f  t h e  o r d i n a r y ?  
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A. I t  i s n ' t .  You recon by f i r e ,  you 've  g o t  t o  shoo t  
20 ' rounds  of  b u l l e t s ;  j u s t  recon t h e  a r e a  by f i r e .  I t ' s  when 
t h e  f i r e  s t a r t s  coming back i s  when you 've  g o t  t o  s t a r t  pay-
i n g  a t t e n t i o n  t o  it. I t  w a s n ' t  go ing  on.  I t  d i d n ' t  s t i c k  i n  
my mind. 

Q. L e t ' s  d i s c u s s  t h i s  recon by f i r e .  You go i n t o  a 
v i l l a g e  normal ly  i n h a b i t e d  by what? Women? 

A. R igh t .  

Q- Chi ldren?  

A. Right .  

Q. You go i n t o  a v i l l a g e  and you had n o t  r e c e i v e d  
f i r e .  They had n o t  f i r e d  upon you. Do you f i r e  i n t o  t h e  
hoo tches ,  recon by f i r e ?  Do you do t h a t ?  

A. No. I ' m  n o t  s a y i n g  you recon by f i r e  i n t o  t h e  v i l -
l a g e .  What I a m  s ay ing  i s  t h a t  you might recon t h e  a r e a .  
They ' re  n o t  s a y i n g  t h e y ' r e  going t o  go i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  and 
they  shoo t  i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  t o  recon t h a t .  You can s e e  t h a t .  
W e l l ,  l i k e  t h e  a r e a  behind it o r  something,  t h e y  might recon 
t h a t  by f i r e .  I t  happens very  o f t e n  whereas you wouldn ' t  
t h i n k  no th ing  about  it u n l e s s  something came back.  J u s t  l i k e  
i f  you open up f i r e  and s h o t  i n t o  t h e  w a t e r  sometimes, it 
w a s n ' t  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  where I would drop down on t h e  ground 
and watch it o r  something u n l e s s  it was o u t  o f  t h e  o rd ina ry .  

Q A number of people  s a y  t h a t  t h e y  hea rd  f i r i n g  t h a t  
morning. What w e r e  t hey  hea r ing?  Recon by f i r e ?  

A. A r e  you t a l k i n g  about  t h e  people  i n  my p l a toon?  

Q- I a m  t a l k i n g  about  t h e  people  i n  your  p l a t o o n .  I 
am t a l k i n g  about  t h e  1st  P la toon .  

A .  You s a y  t h a t  t hey  h e a r d  f i r i n g ?  

Q T h a t '  s r i g h t .  

A. I hea rd  f i r i n g ,  t o o .  

(JONES) 29 ' 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

APP T-344  



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


Q. I ' m  j u s t  t r y i n g  t o  e s t a b l i s h  t h e  c i rcumstances  and 
t h e  t i m e  frame t h a t  you h e a r d  t h e  f i r i n g .  

A. I mean you w i l l  have t o  be more s p e c i f i c ,  because 
when I s t a r t  t o  t h i n k  back,  I might p u t  something of t h e  nex t  
day i n t o  t h i s  day. 

Q. I know i t ' s  p r e t t y  ha rd  t o  t h i n k  back.  

A. Again, p u t  a l i t t l e  b i t  more on one day o r  a n o t h e r  
day. That I s  what I s a y ,  a t  t h a t  t i m e  t h e r e  wasn 't nothing--

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I t I s  p r e t t y  hard  t o  t h i n k  back.  

A. No, I remember what t h e y ' r e  t a l k i n g  about .  I re-
member t h a t ,  b u t  y o u ' l l  have t o  be s p e c i f i c  b e f o r e  I cou ld ,  
you know. 

Q. I t ' s  p r e t t y  h a r d  t o  t h i n k  back.  

A. To d e f i n e  it good, b u t  I remember what you a r e  
t a l k i n g  about .  

Q. Well,  38 people  were r e p o r t e d  k i l l e d  t h e r e  by t h e  
1st P la toon ,  and I should  t h i n k  t h a t  i f  t h e  p l a t o o n  succeeded 
i n  g e t t i n g  t h e  38 body count  t h a t  some t h i n g s  shou ld  s t a n d  
ou t .  

A. I d o n ' t  know. There i s  no th ing  t h a t  s t i c k s  i n  my 
mind. 

COL WILSON: You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  Navy t u r n i n g  t h e s e  people  
ove r  t o  you? 

A. No. 

Q - W e  d o n ' t  have a r e c o r d  of  i t  u n l e s s  you know o f  
something t h a t  happened t h a t  n i g h t .  

A. No, I d o n ' t  know of no th ing .  

Q e  Taylor  was supposed t o  use a woman on a rope t o  
precede t h e  p o i n t  moving o u t  t o  t h e  n i g h t  de fens ive  p o s i t i o n .  
He was supposed t o  have a woman on a rope coming back t h e  
nex t  morning, back t o  t h e  b r i d g e .  You d i d n ' t  see h e r ?  
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A. I don1t remember s e e i n g  no woman. What I a m  say-
i n g ,  i f  I seen  a couple  o f  people  l i k e  t h a t ,  it wou ldn ' t  
s t i c k  m e  as I would remember it. 

Q *  You came bach t o  t h e  b r i d g e  t h e  n e x t  morning, and 
I t h i n k  t h a t  we e s t a b l i s h e d  t h a t  you d o n ' t  remember any Vie t -  
namese o r  Americans coming i n t o  your n i g h t  d e f e n s i v e  p o s i t i o n  
by h e l i c o p t e r ?  

A. Tha t  n i g h t ?  

Q *  Right .  The f i r s t  n i g h t ?  

A. I know w e  were going t o  g e t  h o t  chow. A h e l i c o p t e r  
was going t o  come i n  and b r i n g  i t  i n .  I d o n ' t  remember t h a t .  

Q - Okay. When you came back on t h e  n e x t  day t o  t h e  
b r i d g e ,  what happened on t h e  s i t u a t i o n  w i t h  TAYLOR? Were you 
up t h e r e  n e a r  him? 

A. Right .  

Q Did h e  f i n d  t h a t  mine f i r s t  and probe f o r  it o r  d i d  
he  j u s t  run  o v e r  i t ?  

A .  W e  were walking and w e  s topped ,  and then  TAYLOR w a s  
j u s t  p rob ing ,  j u s t  over  t h e r e  l ook ing  by h imse l f  o r  something,  
and he s t epped  on a  booby t r a p .  

Q. We've been t o l d  d i f f e r e n t  s t o r i e s  on t h i s .  One i s  
t h a t  h e  found a mine, and he was t r y i n g  t o  d i sa rm it. The 
second s t o r y  was t h a t  he was p rob ing  f o r  a mine--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I ' l l  p u t  it l i k e  t h i s :  he was--you 
seen  him when he  was over  t h e r e  by t h e  b r i d g e ,  and t h e r e  w a s n ' t  
nobody e l s e  o v e r  t h e r e .  I d o n ' t  know what he was doing over  
t h e r e ,  b u t  he  was more o r  l e s s  one of t h o s e  r a r e  guys. I ' v e  
s een  him s t e p  on a  booby t r a p  and t h e  mechanism went " c l i c k ,  " 
and it d i d n ' t  go o f f ,  and he g o t  where I thought  t h e r e  was 
demol i t ion  t h e r e  o r  something. Everybody else would be s i t t i n g  
down and h e  would be o u t  t h e r e  doing something. 

a- A s  w e  unders tand ,  i t  was h i s  f o o t  t h a t  was s h o t  
o f f ?  W e l l ,  i t w a s  h i s  f o o t  t h a t  was s h o t  o f f ,  a s  w e  
unders tand it. That I s  what t h e  r e c o r d s  show. Is t h a t  
r i g h t ?  
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A. Shot o f f ?  

Q H i s  f o o t  was blown o f f ?  

A. 1'11 p u t  it l i k e  t h i s .  We was walking on t h e  
t r a i l .  We stopped. You go t  the  platoon here  and we stopped 
and s a t  down and t a l k e d  and a l l  of a sudden "boom." And 
TAYLOR was wounded. A h e l i c o p t e r  come i n  and we got  him o u t .  
I was about 4 0  meters from where he got  h i t .  

Q Where w a s  t h e  r e s t  of the  company then? Did you 
see  any of them? 

A. I d o n ' t  know. I th ink  we was going t o  meet them 
o r  something. 

Q I understand t h a t  TAYLOR'S weapon was a l l  blown up. 

A. I d o n ' t  know nothing about t h a t .  Tha t ' s  a l l  I 
know about TAYLOR i s  t h e  booby t r a p .  H e  g o t  h i t  by a booby 
t r a p .  Three o r  four  guys put  him i n  a poncho and c a r r i e d  him 
t o  a h e l i c o p t e r .  

Q. Was t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  marked with a  r e d  c ross?  Was 
it a d u s t o f f ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know. 

Q. Did you r e c e i v e  any f i r e  a f t e r  t h a t ?  I f  you car -
r i e d  him over  t h e r e  i n  a poncho I guess you weren ' t  under 
f i r e  a t  t h a t  time? 

A .  No. 

Q- Did you move him r i g h t  away when lie was wounded? 

A. Well, we waited,  as  soon a s  the  h e l i c o p t e r  got  
the re .  

Q • A s  soon a s  the  h e l i c o p t e r  go t  t h e r e  you moved him? 

Right.A.  

Was t h e r e  any--
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A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  They had gunships  i n  t h e r e  t o o ,  I 
th ink .  

Q. T h a t ' s  what I want t o  know. Did t h e  gunships come 
i n  b e f o r e  t h e  d u s t o f f  o r  a f t e r ?  

A. They come be fo re .  The gunships came b e f o r e .  No, 
the gunships  came a f t e r  TAYLOR g o t  h i t .  

Q Before t h e  d u s t o f f  o r  a f t e r  t h e  d u s t o f f ?  

A. A f t e r ,  I would t h i n k  because I know when I was 
c a r r y i n g  him I w a s  s c a r e d  of s t e p p i n g  on a booby t r a p .  I 
w a s n ' t  s c a r e d  of nobody shoot ing  m e .  I d o n ' t  thinlc t h e r e  
was nobody f i r i n g  o r  nothing.  

Q Nobody w a s  f i r i n g  when you p icked  him up. Do you 
know i f  anybody w a s  f i r i n g  b e f o r e  t h e  gunships came i n ?  

A, I know t h e  gunships came i n  shoo t ing  up t h e  
r o c k e t s  and s t u f f  and I d o n ' t  remember no f i r i n g .  The only 
f i r i n g  I remember i s  t h e  gunships f i r i n g .  

Q A t  t h e  t i m e  t h a t  TAYLOR h i t  t h e  mine t h i s  d i d n ' t  
t r i g g e r  any s n i p e r  f i r e ?  

A. J u s t  l i k e  you h e a r  it, f i r i n g  and you might h e a r  
f i r i n g  and n o t  know e x a c t l y  where it is coming from. You 
might hea r  f i r i n g  and somebody might shoo t  overhead,  you 
know. The gunships  was f i r i n g  i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  you know. 
W e  s t a r t e d  f i r i n g  i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  and f o r  me t o  a c t u a l l y  
hea r  d i r e c t l y  t h e  shoo t ing ,  I d o n ' t  remember. 

-
Q. You r e a l l y  don ' t .  know whether you g o t  any enemy 
f i r e  a f t e r  TAYLOR was wounded o r  n o t ?  

A. I ' l l  p u t  it l i k e  t h i s .  I could  hea r  it, b u t  t h e  
way people  w e r e  spread  o u t  I c o u l d n ' t  d e s i g n a t e  where it w a s  
coming from, 

Q. How f a r  w e r e  you from t h e  b r i d g e ?  

A. When TAYLOR g o t  h i t ?  

Q. Y e s .  
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A. About 50 t o  6 0  mete rs .  No, about  50 t o  60 f e e t .  
A meter  i s  what ,  about  3 f e e t ?  About 50 t o  60  f e e t .  

a.  D o  you know t h a t  it was in t ended  t h a t  t h e  1st 
P la toon  t o  come back t o  t h a t  b r i d g e  t h e  n e x t  morning? 

A.  Do I know i f  i t  was in tended?  

Q .  Yes. Do you know i f  t h e  1st P la toon  in t ended  t o  
come back t o  t h e  b r i d g e  t h e  n e x t  morning when you l e f t  it t h e  
day be fo re?  

A. No. Like t h a t  morning they  might t e l l . y o u  where 
you are going.  

Q. Do you know i f  t h a t  booby t r a p  o r  mine t h a t  TAYLOR 
had h i t  w a s  p u t  t h e r e  on t h e  16 th  o r  was it p u t  t h e r e  be fo re?  

A .  I d o n ' t  know. 

Q* T h i s  l o c a t i o n  where he  was h i t ,  had any o f  t h e  
t r o o p s  been m i l l i n g  around t h e r e  t h e  day b e f o r e ?  

A. The day t h a t  w e  came t h e r e ?  

Q =  Yes. The f i r s t  t i m e  t h a t  you c r o s s e d  t h e  b r i d g e  
t h e  day b e f o r e ,  you l e f t  t h a t  area t h e  people  were down t h e r e  
by t h a t  b r i d g e ?  What I am t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  o u t  i s  i f  t h a t  
booby t r a p  o r  mine w a s  t h e r e  t h a t  day o r  had been p u t  i n  t h e  
n i g h t  when you a l l  l e f t  t h e  b r idge?  

A. I d o n ' t  know how you can f i n d  t h a t  o u t .  

Q .  I d o n ' t  know e i t h e r  u n l e s s  I can f i n d  o u t  i f  people  
were walking around i n  t h a t  s p o t .  

A .  Something l i k e  t h a t  cou ld  be t h e r e ,  you know. T h a t ' s  
j u s t  l i k e  l ook ing  a t  t h e  ground t o  s e e  i f  anybody has  f o o l e d  
wi th  it. 

Q. People  have s a i d  t h a t  t h e  mines w e r e  p u t  i n  t h e r e  
t h e  n i g h t  when t h e  1st P la toon  had went through t h e  b r idge .  

A. I don'  t know how t h o s e  people  would know. A f t e r  
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t h e  ground was blowed up and t h e  booby t r a p  was exploded,  
how can you t e l l  i f  it w a s  p u t  t h e r e  b e f o r e .  I d o n ' t  know. 

Q. Somebody i s  j u s t  making an assumption then?  

A. To m e  I d o n ' t  know how you can blow up a mine and 
t e l l  i f  it has  been t h e r e  b e f o r e  o r  n o t .  

Q .  Look, i f  you walk over  a b r i d g e  one morning and 
you come back t o  t h a t  same l o c a t i o n  t h e  nex t  morning and 
walk ove r  it and you blow up, something had t o  be  done wi th  
it? 

A. TAYLOR w a s n ' t  on t h e  t r a i l  when he  g o t  wounded. 

Q =  H e  w a s n ' t  on t h e  b r idge?  

A. No, h e  wasnl t on t h e  b r i d g e .  He was o f f  t o  t h e  
s i d e .  He w a s n ' t  on a d i r e c t  t r a i l .  J u s t  l i k e  you walk down 
a t r a i l  a l l  day long  and you s t e p  o f f  t o  t h e  s i d e .  He w a s n ' t  
on' t h e  t r a i l .  

Q. How f a r  w a s  he from t h e  b r i d g e  when he  w a s  wounded? 

A. Maybe 3 o r  4 f e e t .  

LTC NOLL: I unders tand when TAYLOR se t  o f f  a mine, f o u r  of  you 
went down and p u t  him i n  a poncho t o  c a r r y  him back up. No 
s n i p e r  f i r e  o r  any th ing  whi le  you were t h e r e ?  

A. When we c a r r i e d  him t o  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r - - I  remember 
c a r r y i n g  him cause I was s c a r e d  I would s t e p  on a mine o r  a 
booby t r a p  wh i l e  I was c a r r y i n g  him. 

Q Did you no te  any t i s s u e  paper  n e a r  t h e  b r idge  mark-
i n g  any mines? 

A. No. I mean I d i d n ' t  pay any a t t e n t i o n  t o  no th ing  
l i k e  t h a t .  I mean, you d o n ' t  f o o l  o f f  t h e  t r a i l .  You s t a y  
on t h e  t r a i l  and if--TAYLOR w a s  o f f  t h e  t r a i l  and h e  g o t  h i t .  

Q - How much t ime e l a p s e d  be.fore t h e  gunships  a r r i v e d ?  

A. Not long .  Maybe 10 minutes o r  15 minutes .  They 
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came i n  beh ind  us  l i k e  t hey  was s h o o t i n g  a t  s p e c i f i c  t a r g e t s  
t h e  way t h e y  w a s  shoo t ing .  

Q* The v i l l a g e  w a s  t h e i r  t a r g e t  w a s  it n o t ?  

A. Right .  The v i l l a g e  was t h e i r  t a r g e t ,  r i g h t .  

Q. When they  f i n i s h e d  I unders tand t h e  company moved 
sou th?  

A. Right .  

Q. When you d i d  . t h a t ,  d i d  you move down t h e  main t r a i l  
of  t h i s  v i l l a g e  aga in  t h e  way you had been moving? 

A. Right .  

Q e  
 Did you see anyth ing  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Not t h e  hootches .  

Q *  Did you a l l  burn t h o s e .  hootches  o r  j u s t  blow them 
up? 

A. We d i d n ' t  do no th ing  t o  them. 

Q .  How about  t h e  bunkers? You blew t h e  bunkers ,  
d idn 't they?  

A. I mean my squad-- 


Q- I ' m  n o t  t a l k i n g  about  your  squad. 


A. From where I was I couldn ' t  t e l l  from down t h e r e .  
When I walked down t h e  main t r a i l  t h a t  was t h e  n e x t  day when 
I seen  it and t h a t  was t h i r t y  something hours .  

Q. Your squad d i d n ' t  s u f f e r  any damage t h a t  day? Do 
you r e c a l l  what t h e  company o r g a n i z a t i o n  w a s ,  going sou th?  
I n  o t h e r  words, what your  p l a toon  d i d  and t h e  2d and 3d P la -  
toon d id?  

A.  No, t hey  d o n ' t  t e l l  us no th ing  l i k e  t h a t .  Like I 
s a i d ,  it w a s  just t h e  squad l e a d e r  and t h e  s e r g e a n t .  
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Q. Did they  t e l l  you t h a t  you had f r i e n d l i e s  on your 
l e f t  and your  r i g h t  s o  t h a t  you don ' t shoo t  them? 

A .  No, t hey  d i d n ' t  t e l l  me t h a t .  

@*. Did they  t e l l  you about  anybody be ing  on your 
l e f t ?  Se rgean t  LIAS d i d n ' t  t e l l  you about  t h i s  d i d  he? 

A .  He probably t o l d  m e .  A t  t h e  t ime w e  probably had 
a good i d e a  o f  what w e  were doing,  b u t  now--

Q *  Do you r e c a l l  burn ing  up v i l l a g e s  as you went sou th?  

A. No. 

COL WILSON: Do you r e c a l l  t h a t  day when you were back up 
t h e r e  b e f o r e  you s t a r t e d  moving sou th ,  whether  L ieu t enan t  
MUNDY, L i e u t e n a n t  LEWIS came i n  , i n  a  h e l i c o p t e r ?  

A. He w a s  a c a p t a i n ,  wasn' t h e ?  


Q *  Who? 


A. MUNDY? 


Q *  H e  was t h e  company exec? 


A. Was he  promoted t o  c a p t a i n ?  

Q- He may have l a t e r .  I d o n ' t  know. L ieu tenan t  LEWIS 
came i n  t h a t  day? 

A .  The whole company t o g e t h e r ?  Is t h a t  what you a r e  
t a l k i n g  about?  

Q =  T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  When TAYLOR was wounded and t h e  com-
pany c l o s e d  o v e r  and came a c r o s s  t h e  b r i d g e  and you a l l  w e r e  
i n  t h a t  a r e a  f o r  awhi le  and two p l a t o o n s  moved sou th  and t h e ,  
the--as a matter o f  f a c t  wh i l e  you were up t h e r e  by t h a t  b r i d g e  
i f  you remember L ieu tenan t  LEWIS o r  L i e u t e n a n t  MUNDY o r  anybody 
else came i n  by h e l i c o p t e r ?  , 

A. I d o n ' t  know. I mean, I know o f  two o r  t h r e e  h e l i -  
c o p t e r s  coming i n  t h a t  day. I d o n ' t  know who was on them. A 
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h e l i c o p t e r  would come i n  and people was g e t t i n g  in  and leav-
ing and s t u f f  l i k e  t h a t .  

Q I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  l o c a t e  a photographer t h a t  may have 
come i n  with him. 

A. . I f  he d i d ,  I d o n ' t  know. 

a .  Did you ever  see e i t h e r  one of those two men i n  - --
uniform? (Poin t ing  t o  Exhib i t  P-21) . 
A. I d o n ' t  remember. Who is  t h i s  here? 

Q- P-22? Do you know him? 

A. ~ o toffhand. 

A. Yes, I remember the  p a i r .  Both of them was i n t e r -
p r e t e r s ?  

Q. One w a s  Vietnamese and one was--

A. Both of them was i n t e r p r e t e r s .  I remember them. 

Q. Do you remember see ing  them during t h i s  opera t ion?  

A. I D v eseen them. I c a n ' t  say i f  I had seen them on 
t h i s  opera t ion .  

Q I j u s t  wondered i f  yo,u d id?  

A. I remember the p a i r ,  t he  Vietnamese i n t e r p r e t e r  
and the  o t h e r  one. 

Q- Did you ever  remember seeing e i t h e r  of these  
two Vietnamese i n t e r p r e t e r s ?  This is  P-66. 

A. Did I ever  see  what? 

Q E i t h e r  one of these  two i n t e r p r e t e r s ?  

A. A colored guy? 
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He 's  Vietnamese. 

No. 

You d o n ' t  rerember see ing  him? 

.No 

(Handing t h e  wi tness  P-215.) Do you remember t h i s ?  

Where was i t ?  

Down here  somewhere ( p o i n t i n g ) .  

On t h e  t i p ?  

A. Yes. 

Q. Do you know whether t h a t  v i l l a g e  was burned o r  not?  

A. I f  I am c o r r e c t  they s e n t  about two o r  t h r e e  h e l i -
c o p t e r s ,  wi th  doc to r s  on them, and gave them s h o t s  o r  some-. . 

t h ing .  

Q. The 1st Platoon and t h e  2d Platoon moved back up 
toward t h e  br idge  t h a t  n i g h t  and laagered.  The mortar p la toon,  
which had s t ayed  up by t h e  br idge  with t h e  3d Platoon a l l  day, 
which i s  probably p r e t t y  good because those  guys didn 't have 
t o  c a r r y  a l l  t h a t  equipment and walk a l l  t h a t  d i s t a n c e ,  d i s -
placed forward and l inked  up with t h e  company, l eav ing  t h e  3d 
Platoon up t h e r e  by t h a t  br idge .  The company s t ayed  down h a l f -
way from t h e  br idge  and t h e  southern t i p  of t h e  peninsula  t h a t  
n igh t .  

A. The whole company? 

Q No. A l l  except  t h e  3d Platoon. The 3d Platoon 
s t ayed  up on t h e  br idge .  

A. T h a t ' s  t h e  n i g h t  t h a t  MILUS go t  k i l l e d ?  Back up 
again ,  I ' m  l o s t .  
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Q- W e l l ,  you remember now, you came o v e r  t h e  b r i d g e
t h e  f i r s t  day and you s t a y e d  i n  t h a t  a r e a  and t h e n  you went 
up n o r t h  and l aage red?  

A. Right .  

Q - Then you came back t o  t h e  b r idge  t h e  n e x t  day,
t h e  1 7 t h ,  and TAYLOR was wounded and t h e n  you moved t o  t h e  
sou th  a l l  t h e  way down n e a r  t h e  pen insu la  and came halfway 
back up and s e t  up your  l a a g e r  p o s i t i o n .  T h a t ' s  t h e  n i g h t  o f  
t h e  17 th?  

A. How many n i g h t s  d i d  w e  s ' tay  t h e r e ?  

Q- Three.  

A. Th i s  i s  t h e  second n i g h t ?  

Q. This  i s  t h e  second n i g h t .  A f t e r  you walked a l l  
t h e  way down t h a t  p e n i n s u l a  and you were a l l  h o t  and you 
were on t h e  beach and t h e  wea ther  was h o t  and you were walk-
i n g  i n  t h e  sand.  Do you remember now? 

A. R i g h t  . 
Q. Okay. There was n o t h i n g  a s  f a r  as we know t h a t  
happened t h a t  n i g h t  u n l e s s  i t ' s . something t h a t  you can r e c a l l ?  

A. T h a t ' s  t h e  n i g h t  before--

a*  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  T h a t ' s  t h e  n i g h t  b e f o r e  MILUS was 
k i l l e d ?  There could have been some h e l i c o p t e r s  and some 
people  t h a t  came i n  t h e r e  t o  v i s i t ?  There could  have been 
some ARVN i n  t h e r e .  

A. The c a p t a i n  had some ARVN wi th  him. 

Q There i s  a l s o  some tes t imony t h a t  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  
some ARVN, s i x  o r  e i g h t  ARVN s o l d i e r s  moved down t h e  p e n i n s u l a  
w i t h  t h e  company t h a t  day and t h i s  woman t h a t  TAYLOR had,  t h a t  
he  had used on t h e  p o i n t  group was tu rned  over  t o  t h e  A R W .  

A. Are you a sk ing  me anyth ing  o r  what? 
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Q* I ' m  j u s t  t r y i n g  t o  f i x  your  t h i n k i n g .  You've g o t
it p r e t t y  w e l l .  I w i l l  ask  you something wh i l e  w e  a r e  t a l k i n g  
about  t h a t  woman. T h a t ' s  a photograph of  t h e  woman t h a t  was 
supposedly cooking f o r  t h e  ARVN and,  a t  l e a s t  t h e  tes t imony i n -  
d i c a t e s  t h a t  she  may have been t h e  one t h a t  w a s  w i th  TAYLOR. 
I t ' s  not a very  good photograph,  b u t  t h a t ' s  a l l e g e d l y  what it 
is .  Did you e v e r  s e e  h e r  (handing t h e  w i t n e s s  E x h i b i t  P-210)? 

A. I d o n ' t  know. 

Q- Now, when you moved back up a f t e r  you l a a g e r e d  
t h a t  n i g h t  and moved back up t h e  nex t  morning a t  0735, I t h i n k  
it w a s ,  t h e y  r e p o r t e d  f i n d i n g  a cache o f  3,000 pounds of r i c e ,  
t h a t  was r e p o r t e d .  

A. The company o r  t h e  p la toon?  

a .  The 3d P la toon  which w a s  up t h e r e  on t h e  b r idge .  
Now, t h e  3d Platoon--you were moving back up t h e r e  t o  t h e  
b r idge .  Also; t hey  were supposed t o  have found a  woman w i t h  
a b i g  wound i n  h e r  neck up t h e r e  on t h a t  h i l l  t h a t  I desc r ibed  
t o  you e a r l i e r  on t h a t  beach and she  was probably found t h e  
day b e f o r e ,  b u t  she  was b u r i e d  t h a t  morning. I d o n ' t  know 
t h a t  t h e  company s topped t h e r e  f o r  any p e r i o d  of  t i m e  but-- in 
t h e  1st Platoon a r e a .  They may have marched r i g h t  by t h e  b r i d g e  
and k e p t  going and t h e  3d P la toon  f e l l  i n  on t h e  end.  They 
went on up t h e  pen insu la  i n  t h a t  v i l l a g e  t h a t  i s  shown h e r e  on 
t h e  map. T h a t ' s  Ky Xuyen (1) and An Kay and p o s s i b l y  An Binh, 
t h i s  whole a r e a  h e r e  ( E x h i b i t  MAP-4) back and f o r t h  and 
t h i s  a r e a  was supposed t o  have been s t r a f e d  and t h e  v i l l a g e r s  
rounded up and s e n t  back t o  a MEDCAP wi th  some medics 
and set  up on t h e  beach. Now, do you r e c a l l  any ARVN 
o r  Vietnamese o r  Nat iona l  P o l i c e  be ing  t h e r e  a t  t h a t  
t i m e .  

A .  I c o u l d n ' t  say .  I d o n ' t  remember. I don ' t  remem-
b e r  a c t u a l l y  s e e i n g  no ARVN'S t h e r e .  

a .  Okay. There were a number of people  brought  i n  
and a l o t  o f  them w e r e  t r e a t e d  f o r  any problems t h e y  had,  medi-
c a l  problems. There was a case  of  a  couple  of VC s u s p e c t s  
p i cked  up and I t h i n k  a  number o f  people  were i n t e r r o g a t e d  and 
from what w e  unders tand probably by ARVN o r  Na t iona l  P o l i c e .  
Most of  t h a t  day was conf ined  t o  sweeping t h a t  v i l l a g e  and 
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rounding up t h e  c i v i l i a n s  and sending  them b a c k - t o  t h i s  medical  
team. Do you r e c a l l  t h a t ?  

A.. I ' m  t h i n k i n g .  I know t h a t  we p icked  up a  whole 
l o t  of  people  and they  brought  them i n  i n  h e l i c o p t e r s .  I 
thought  it .was down h e r e  somewhere. 

Q. No. Back up on t h e  o t h e r  end. 

A. What it w a s ,  we came down he re  and a l l  t h e  people  
were pushed and maybe a f t e r  t h a t  somebody took them on down 
f a r t h e r .  They say  they  was t r e a t i n g  them and s t u f f  and g i v i n g  
them s h o t s .  

Q- Do you remember going i n t o  t h e  l a a g e r  t h a t  n i g h t ?  

A. Laager? 

Q *  Laager.  The n i g h t  de fens ive  p o s i t i o n .  

A. When I t h i n k  about  t h a t  l a a g e r ,  I t h i n k  about 
t h e  n i g h t  t h a t  MILUS g o t  h i t .  

Th i s  i s  t h e  n i g h t .  

A. T h a t ' s  what I ' m  t h i n k i n g .  

Q. A l l  r i g h t .  This  i s  t h e  n i g h t .  You were down 
p r e t t y  c l o s e  t o  t h e  beach and a l s o  p r e t t y  c l o s e  t o  a v i l l a g e  
and you went i n t o  a  n i g h t  d e f e n s i v e  p o s i t i o n  and t h e r e  had been 
an awful  l o t  o f  Vietnamese f l o a t i n g  around t h e r e  t h a t  day. 

A. Right .  

Q. You se t  up a n i g h t  de fens ive  p o s i t i o n  and t h e  
f i r s t  mor ta r  rounds came i n  about  0 1 4 0  i n  t h e  morning and 
k i l l e d  MILUS and wounded f i v e  men. 

A. Right.  

Q e  
 Another was wounded and he  went t o  t h e  h o s p i t a l  
and d i e d  o f  wounds. Do you r e c a l l  t h e  t ime t h a t  you g o t  t h a t  
mortar  f i r e ,  i f  you g o t  any sma l l  arms f i r e ?  
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A. Right .  


Q - You d i d ?  You remember t h i s  c l e a r l y ?  


A .  Right .  

Q. Was it coming from t h e  same d i r e c t i o n  t h e  mor ta r  
w a s  f i r i n g  o r  was i t  from a  d i f f e r e n t  l o c a t i o n ?  

A. I was fac ing- - I  d o n ' t  know a c t u a l l y  about  t h e  mor- 
t a r .  I d o n ' t  know which way t h e  mor ta r  was coming from. I 
know t h e  way I was f a c i n g  t h e  f i r e  was coming from t h e  v i l l a g e .  
I t  was r i f l e  f i r e ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  know where t h e  mor ta r  was. I ' m  
t h i n k i n g  w e  was down i n  t h i s  a r e a  h e r e .  The r i f l e  f i r e  was 
coming from t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q- Coming from your  f r o n t ?  

A. Right .  


Q Coming from t h e  p l a toon  f r o n t ?  

• 

A. Right .  My p l a t o o n ' s  f r o n t .  

Q- The 1st p l a toon  w a s  on t h e  eas t  and I t h i n k  t h e  
3d P la toon  was on t h e  wes t  and t h e  2d P la toon  was f a c i n g  t h e  
n o r t h  g e n e r a l l y  i n  t hose  d i r e c t i o n s  s o  t h e  f i r e  came from--

A. S o r t  o f  l i k e  a "C" shape.  

Q- Do you r e c a l l  b e f o r e  t h i s  mor t a r  round came i n  o r  
e a r l i e r  t h a t  n i g h t  o r  t h a t  evening i f  t h e r e  was any a r t i l l e r y  
marker rounds f i r e d ?  

A. They w e r e  f i r i n g  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  marker rounds be- 
f o r e  w e  went t o  bed. 

Q. T h a t ' s  r i g h t ,  e a r l i e r .  How about  mor ta r  rounds? 

A. I d o n ' t  know about  mor ta r  rounds.  

Q- Did you h e a r  any--did you see o r  h e a r  of a V i e t -
namese woman come t h e r e  wi th  h e r  l e g  a l l  r i pped  open? 
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A. A l i v e  a r t i l l e r y  s h e l l  went o f f - -or  something. I t  
went o f f  and k i l l e d  a l o t  o f  peop le ,  b u t  I d i d n ' t  h e a r  any th ing .  

Q-. K i l l e d  a l o t  o f  people?  

Q. That n i g h t ,  do you remember t h e  81 f i r i n g  counte r -  
mortar  f i r e ?  

A. Y e s .  I remember we w e r e  g e t t i n g  a whole l o t  of  
suppor t  t h a t  n i g h t .  

Q- You had a i r  suppor t  and eve ry th ing  e l s e ?  

A. Whole l o t  o f  suppor t .  

Q. Okay. You had "Spooky" most of  t h e  n i g h t  and MILUS 
wasn ' t  evacua ted  u n t i l  t h e  nex t  day. There w a s  a  mor ta r  round 
t h a t  came i n  about 0 4 4 0  t h a t  morning, one round. Do you r e m e m -
b e r  t h a t ?  This  would have been around 3 hours  a f t e r  t h a t  
mortar  a t t a c k .  I t  w a s  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  ano the r  round came i n  
l a t e r .  

A. Almost a t  dawn? 

Q- J u s t  about .  Right  be fo re .  I t  could  have been a t  
f i r s t  l i g h t .  

A. I d o n ' t  know when it was, b u t  MILUS was l i k e  over  
h e r e  and h i s  a s s i s t a n t  gunner and someone had g o t  wounded t h a t  
n i g h t  o r  something and I was supposed t o  be  l i k e  t h e  a s s i s t a n t  
ammo b e a r e r  t h a t  n i g h t  because t h e r e  w a s  j u s t  two o f  us--a 
r i f l eman ,  a s s i s t a n t  gunner and gunner. One foxho le ,  two fox- 
h o l e s  and t h r e e  foxholes .  I remember t h a t  n i g h t  t h e r e  was some-
t h i n g  about--I guess  it was a mor ta r  t h a t  went about 15 o r  20 
f e e t  i n  f r o n t  o f  t h e  foxhole .  That  was about 5 o r  6 i n  
t h e  morning. 

Q. One round? This  w a s  probably t h a t  round. 

A. That  s c a r e d  t h e  d e v i l  o u t  o f  me. 

Q - The "Spooky" w a s  supposed t o  s t i l l  be on s t a t i o n  as 
f a r  as w e  know. I am s u r p r i s e d  t h a t  t h e  mor ta r  -would . . f i r e .  
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A. I d o n ' t  know. That a i r p l a n e  was t h e r e  f o r  a long 
time. 

Q.  For t h e  record ,  t h e  1st Platoon went back t o  U p -
t i g h t  and t h e  r e s t  of the  company went back t o  Dot t i e ,  The 1st 
platoon was the f i r s t  e x t r a c t i o n  and the  f i r s t  pickup was a t  
1050 and went t o  Uptight and the  r e s t  of the  company moved i n t o  
Dot t ie  and the  f i r s t  l i f t  went i n t o  Dot t ie  a t  1319 on the  19th.  

LTC NOLL: Do you r e c a l l  i f  t h e r e  were any de ta inees  kept i n  
that p o s i t i o n  t h a t  n igh t?  

A. What? 

Q. Detainees.  In  o t h e r  words, you had a MEDCAP t h a t  
day and d i d  they l e t  a l l  those people go o r  keep some of them 
over  n igh t?  

A. J u s t  l i k e  a f t e r  I d i d n ' t  even see no people.  
La te r  on i n  the  day I didn 't even see no people. 

Q. Did you see  any'vietnamese suspects  i n  your posi-
t i o n  a t ,  say supper time? 

A. No. A s  I say, I might be confused. It was a b i g  
camp. 

Q. Did your platoon t r y  t o  f i n d  t h a t  p o s i t i o n  t h a t  
the  mortar f i r e d  from t h a t  morning? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Did you take  some Vietnamese with you? 

A. I d o n ' t  th ink  so.  

Q You d i d n ' t  see  Sergeant LIAS h i t  one of them w i t h  
h i s  r i f l e ?  

A. N o .  

COL WILSON: Here is Exhibi t  P-215. Did you ever  see  t h a t  man? 
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A.  I d o n ' t  know. Nine t imes  o u t  o f  t e n  I probably 
have--I d o n ' t  t h i n k  so. 

Q.. We've g o t  a couple  of a l l e g a t i o n s  I want t o  ask 
you about and be s u r e  t h a t  you h a v e n ' t  any knowledge of it. 

W e  unders tand  t h a t  MILUS was making s t a t e m e n t s  
t h a t  he  had c u t  a woman i n  h a l f  w i th  h i s  machinegun. Th i s  w a s  
t h e  f i r s t  day s o i n g  i n t o  t h a t  v i l l a g e .  I unders tand t h a t  e i t h e r  
HOOTON o r  TAYLOR s h o t  a baby i n  t h e  head,  a l l e g e d l y  b e i n g  c a r -
r i e d  by i t s  mother. 

A. MILUS i s  dead and i f  I thought  something l i k e  t h a t  
I wouldn ' t  h o l d  i t  back because it wouldn ' t  h u r t  him cause  he 
i s  dead anyway, b u t  I d i d n ' t  see noth ing  about  t h a t .  

a .  Did you e v e r  h e a r  MILUS t a l k i n g  about i t ?  

A. No. 

Q. The s t a t e m e n t s  t h a t  we g o t  were a l l e g e d l y  i n  t h e  
form o f  b ragging  about marksmanship and s t a t i n g  t h a t  t h i s  w a s  
done a t  150 ya rds .  

A. I f  h e  d i d ,  he  never  bragged it t o  m e .  

Q This  i s  what I want t o  know. H e  never  s a i d  any-
t h i n g  t o  you about  i t ?  

A. No. He never  s a i d  any th ing  t o  me about  it. 

a .  Did you e v e r  h e a r  him s a y  anyth ing  t o  anybody about  
i t ?  

A. No. 

Q. Did you e v e r  h e a r  him say ing  anyth ing  about  g e t t i n g  
a l o t  of  k i l l s  i n  t h a t  v i l l a g e ?  

A. No. 

Q- What do you t h i n k  o r  a s  f a r  a s  you know, and you 
have been around t h a t  u n i t  a  long  time--you were wounded r i g h t  
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up h e r e  i n  t h i s  a r e a  and you know what t h e  a r e a  i s  about and 
you know t h a t  t h e s e  r e p o r t s  a r e  made. Why do you t h i n k  t h e r e  
was 38 VC K I A  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  day o r  t h a t  morning o r  by 1400 t h a t  
a f t e rnoon  from t h e  1st P la toon  i n  t h a t  v i l l a g e ?  

A. A l l  I know i s  e v e r  s i n c e  w e  g o t  i n  Task Force B a r -
k e r  people  were g i v i n g  away--like somebody s a i d  t hey  s h o t  one 
person o r  something,  somebody h e a r  t h a t  and they  say  t h a t  t hey  
k i l l e d  10 o r  15 ,  you know. I t ' s  l i k e  somebody was g e t t i n g  
c r e d i t  f o r  s a y i n g  they  k i l l e d  more. It  was l i k e  Task Force 
Barker people  was exaggera ted .  

a* A s  f a r  a s  I can determine--I  d o n ' t  know and I 
c a n ' t  p u t  my f i n g e r  e x a c t l y  on t h e  procedure ,  b u t  as f a r  a s  
I know t h i s  r e p o r t  had t o  come from t h e  p l a toon  l e a d e r ?  

A. W e l l ,  t h e  p l a toon  l e a d e r  d i d n ' t  t e l l  m e  about  it. 

Q - H e  g o t  h i s  word from somebody and who do you t h i n k  
h e  g e t s  it from? Does he  t a k e  it from t h e  squad l e a d e r  o r  what? 

A. Something l i k e  t h a t  h e  wouldn ' t  ask me anything.  

Q - I ' m  n o t  s ay ing  t h a t  you rendered  t h e  r e p o r t .  I ' m  
t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  o u t  where t hey  cou ld  have g o t t e n  38  k i l l e d ?  

A. H e  probably g o t  it o u t  of  h i s  imagina t ion .  They 
d i d n ' t  s ay  no th ing  t o  me about  it. 

Q- The o t h e r  one i s  between f i v e  and twenty bod ie s ,  a l l  
women and c h i l d r e n  i n  t h a t  v i l l a g e ?  You s a y  t h a t  you s a w  one? 

A. I seen  a woman l y i n g  o u t s i d e  o f  a h o l e .  I t  was 
l i k e  s h e  w a s  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  t o  it. They s a y  a r t i l l e r y  s h e l l  
g o t  t o  h e r  f i r s t ,  s o  t h a t ' s  a l l  I s e e .  J u s t  l i k e  you s a y ,  
wandering around a v i l l a g e .  There w a s n ' t  t h a t  much t o  s e e .  

a .  T h e r e ' s  one o t h e r  t h i n g  t h a t  we unders tand occur red  
from tes tirnony a l l e g e d l y .  That  v i l l a g e  w a s  s ea rched  p r e t t y  
thoroughly.  I n  o t h e r  words, a l l  t h o s e  hootches  was searched  
and a l l e g e d l y  t h a t  v i l l a g e  was sea rched  i n  teams from t h e  1st  
P la toon ,  t h e  hootches  was searched .  Did you do any s e a r c h i n g  
i n  t h a t  v i l l a g e ?  
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A. N o .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  I d i d  anything.  

Q. Did you look i n  any hootches  i n  t h a t  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Y e s ,  I d i d  i n  more o r  l e s s  walking by. 

Q. Not going i n  them t o  s e e  what w a s  i n  them? 

A. I f  i t  w a s n ' t  searched  r i g h t  and I s e e  something 
i n  t h e r e  I ' d  go i n  and g e t  it. 

Q. Do you have any knowledge o f  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o r  
i n q u i r y  be ing  made a f t e r  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  was over?  

A. No. 

Q *  Did you e v e r  h e a r  an o r d e r  t h a t  day--during t h e  
o p e r a t i o n  which would probably have been on t h e  second day--
I t  could  have been some o t h e r  t i m e ,  t o  s t o p  bu rn ing  hootches ,  
t h a t  was passed  down as an in format ion  type  of  t h i n g ?  

A. No. 

Q Were you o r  anyone you know e v e r  ques t ioned  on 
t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. No. 

Q- Did you have a camera? 

A. No. 

Q* Did you e v e r  h e a r  any rumors t h a t  c i v i l i a n s  had 
been k i l l e d  unneces sa r i l y  by B/4/3 o r  C/1/20 on t h i s  ope ra t ion?  

A. Not till I g o t  home. 

Q. You mean when t h i s  h i t  t h e  paper?  

A .  Right.  

Q. There  w a s n ' t  any s c u t t l e b u t t  around t h e  f i r e  bases  
about i t ?  
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A.  I d i d n ' t  hear--again, it wasn ' t  long a f t e r  t h a t  
when I g o t  h i t  too .  

Q And you were evacuated back t o  the  S t a t e s  when 
you were h i t ?  

A. Right. I went t o  Japan. 

You d i d n ' t  go back t o  your u n i t ?Q 

A.  No. 

Q - So you l e f t  the  u n i t  about a month a f t e r  the--you 
d i d n ' t  s e e  them again? Up u n t i l  t h a t  t ime t h e r e  had no t  been 
any t a l k i n g  about t h i s  opera t ion  o r  k i l l i n g  people and a l l  t h a t ?  

A. No. It was j u s t  t h e r e  and you go t  t h e  f e a r  and 
you hope you d o n ' t  go back no more. 

Q Were you ever  t o l d  not  t o  d i scuss  t h e  poss ib le  
unnecessary k i l l i n g s  o r  anything about t h i s  opera t ion?  

A. No. 

Q- D o  you know o r  have any knowledge of U.S. o r  ARVN 
s o l d i e r s  t o r t u r i n g  VC suspects  o r  PW's on this opera t ion?  

A.  I heard of an i n t e r r o g a t i o n ,  b u t  i t ' s  j u s t  a rumor 
and you, j u s t  d o n ' t  know. You c a n ' t  t ake  s t u f f  l i k e  t h a t .  

Q. Was t h a t  on t h i s  opera t ion?  

A. No. I d o n ' t  know exac t ly  where we was a t ,  bu t  I 
remember it was j u s t  something t h a t  I heard and I d i d n ' t  see  it 
or  nothing,  bu t  I heard it. I d i d n ' t  s e e  nothing. 

Q. Where i s  HOOTON? Do you know? 

A. No. 

Q Was marijuana a problem with B Company? 

A.  Not t h a t  I know o f .  
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Q. Anybody ever  use it on opera t ions?  

, A. I d o n ' t  know. I t  wasn ' t  t h a t  hard t o  g e t  I d o n ' t  
th.ink.. 

Q .  . DO you have any f u r t h e r  s ta tement  o r  any f u r t h e r  
testimony t h a t  might he lp  General PEERS i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A. No. 


COL WILSON: Thank you very much. 


RCDR : Did you remind him of the f i n a l  s ta tement? 


COL WILSON : J u s t  a  minute. 

JONES, I reques t  t h a t  you n o t  d i scuss  your t e s -  
timony i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  with o t h e r s ,  inc luding  o t h e r  
witnesses  f o r  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  except a s  you may be requi red  
t o  do so before  a j u d i c i a l  o r  l e g i s l a t i v e  body. 

(The hear ing  recessed a t  1500 hours ,  7 February 

1970.) 


e 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 


WITNESS: LINKOUS, Rodney V.  SP4 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 16  February  1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: Squad Leade r ,  Second 
Squad, F i r s t  P l a t o o n ,  B/4/3. 

1. PRIOR TRAINING I N  THE RULES OF LAND WARFARE. 

LINKOUS r e c a l l e d  r e c e i v i n g  t r a i n i n g  on l e g a l  v e r s u s  
i l l e g a l  o r d e r s  w h i l e  i n  ~ a w a i i  (pg.  2 ) .  A s  h e  unde r s tood  
it, i f  a n  o r d e r  would endanger  t h e  u n i t  h e  d i d  n o t  have 
t o  obey it (pg. 2 ) .  H e  w a s  i s s u e d  t h e  MACV c a r d s  " ~ i n e  
Rules"  andl'The Enemy i n  Your Hands" (pg. 3) . 
2 .  PREOPERATIONAL PLANS AND BRIEFINGS. 

The w i t n e s s  unders tood  t h e  m i s s i o n  t o  b e  a s e a r c h  and 
c l e a r  o p e r a t i o n  i n  which t h e y  would check f o r  r ice ,  check 
I D  c a r d s ,  and d e t a i n  any s u s p e c t s  (pgs .  3 ,  4 ) .  The b r i e f i n g  
was g i v e n  t o  t h e  p l a t o o n  by ~ i e u t e n a n t  WILLINGHAM (pg.  4 ) .  
The v i l l a g e  t h e y  w e r e  t o  s e a r c h  was on t h e  c o a s t  a b o u t  s i x  
m i l e s  due east  o f  LZ D o t t i e  (pg .  6 ) .  H e  cou ld  n o t  remember 
a n y t h i n g  b e i n g  s a i d  abou t  d e s t r o y i n g  v i l l a g e s ,  b u t  it was 
normal p rocedure  f o r  t h e  u n i t  t o  d e s t r o y  a v i l l a g e  i f  it 
w a s  deemed n e c e s s a r y  t o  do  s o  t o  c l e a r  it (pg. 7 )  . 
Excess ive  food  s u p p l i e s  w e r e  normal ly  burned  i f  t h e y  were t o o  
l a r g e  t o  e v a c u a t e  (pg .  7 ) .  The normal p r o c e d u r e  was t o . ,  
l e a v e  t h e  v i l l a g e r s  a l o n e  i f  t h e y  caused  no t r o u b l e  (pg .  8 ) .  
N o  s p e c i a l  i n s t r u c t i o n s  r e l a t i v e  t o  d e s t r u c t i o n  of  t h e  
v i l l a g e ,  d e s t r u c t i o n  of t h e  food s u p p l i e s , o r  h a n d l i n g  of  
t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  were g i v e n  (pg. 8 ) .  The company knew t h i s  
operation was dangerous  because  t h e r e  were q u i t e  a few VC 
i n  t h e  a r e a  (pg.  8 )  . They were n o t  t o l d  t h e  s i z e  of t h e  
NVA u n i t  i n  t h e  a r e a  (pg.  9 )  . 
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3 .  THE COMBAT ASSAULT. 

a .  Ac t ions  on 16 March. 

A t  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

They r e c e i v e d  no f i r e  p r i o r  t o  l a n d i n g ,  b u t  
t h e  doorgunners  were reconn ing  by f i r e  a s  t h e y  went i n  (pgs .  
1 0  1 ) .  The w i t n e s s  a r r i v e d  on t h e  f i r s t  l i f t  (pg.  11). 
The f i r s t  p l a t o o n  s e c u r e d  t h e  LZ u n t i l  t h e  rest  o f  t h e  
company a r r i v e d  a t  which t i m e  t h e y  moved o u t  (pg. 12). 
The p l a t o o n  went  a c r o s s  two o r  t h r e e  f i e l d s ,  t h rough  a f e n c e ,  
and t h e n  o n t o  Highway 521 (pg.  1 3 ) .  They h i t  t h e  road  
50 y a r d s  e a s t  o f  a l a r g e  g a t e  (pg.  1 3 ) .  The p l a t o o n  was 
p receded  by t h e  p o i n t  team which was composed o f  HOOTON, 
TAYLOR and TITTLE (pg.  1 5 ) .  About 200 o r  300 y a r d s  from 
t h e  b r i d g e  t h e y  h e a r d  one  loud  e x p l o s i o n  (pgs .  1 6 ,  1 7 ) .  I t  
was fo l lowed  l a t e r  by a  second e x p l o s i o n  which t h e  w i t n e s s  
h e a r d  f a i n t l y  when t h e y  were 25 y a r d s  from t h e  b r i d g e  
(pgs .  16-18) .  A s  t h e y  moved they  passed  b u i l d i n g s  t h a t  
looked  l i k e  t h e y  had been  h i t  by a r t i l l e r y  (pg .  1 7 ) .  They 
r e c e i v e d  no f i r e  (pgs .  16-18) . The w i t n e s s  was i n  t h e  f r o n t  
o f  t h e  main body o f  t h e  p l a t o o n  (pg .  17 )  . A f t e r  t h e  second 
e x p l o s i o n  t h e y  se t  up a d e f e n s i v e  p o s i t i o n  and a c o n f e r e n c e  
w a s  h e l d  t o  d e c i d e  which squad shou ld  c r o s s  t h e  b r i d g e  f i r s t  
(pg. 1 8 ) .  The p o i n t  team moved a c r o s s  t h e  r i v e r  and was 
fo l lowed  by t h e  second squad which set  up a d e f e n s i v e  
p e r i m e t e r  around t h e  b r i d g e  f a c i n g  e a s t  (pgs .  21,  2 3 ) .  H e  
d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  a machinegun f i r i n g  (pgs .  21,  2 2 ) .  The t r a i l  
i n  f r o n t  o f  them went 50 o r  60 y a r d s  and t h e n  curved t o  
t h e  r i g h t  i n t o  heavy b r u s h  behind  which was t h e  v i l l a g e  
(pgs .  23, 2 4 ) .  There  were approx ima te ly  40 t o  50 hoo tches  
i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg .  2 4 ) .  The w i t n e s s '  squad s t a y e d  a t  t h e  
b r i d g e  w h i l e  t h e  f i r s t  squad and t h e  p o i n t  moved around t h e  
c u r v e .  A f t e r  t h e y  moved o u t  of  s i g h t  LINKOUS h e a r d  f i r i n g  
o v e r  h i s  head  (pg.  2 5 ) .  ~ u r i n gt h i s  t i m e  h i s  squad was 
a sked  t o  send  i t s  g renades  forward  (pg. 4 4 ) .  H e  assumed 
this was f o r  u s e  on  t h e  bunkers  (pg .  4 4 ) .  The f i r e  was 
i n t e n s e  a t  f i r s t  and t h e n  s c a t t e r e d  (pg.  4 6 ) .  The f i r i n g  
c o n t i n u e d  u n t i l  h i s  squad moved up t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  a n  hour 
and a h a l f  l a te r  (pgs .  25-27) .  There  was no r e s i s t a n c e  
from t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg.  26) . When h e  came i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  
h e  saw two o r  t h r e e  b o d i e s  l y i n g  f a c e  down a long  t h e  r i d g e  
(pgs .  27, 4 6 ) .  The bunker s  had been  demolished and a few 
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o f  t h e  hoo tches  were b u r n i n g  (pg.  2 8 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  see any 
b o d i e s  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  b u t  h e  never  r eached  t h e  v i l l a g e  
c e n t e r  (pgs .  28 ,  29) . H e  saw one  pound b l o c k s  of  TNT 
thrown i n t o  t h e  bunke r s .  He d i d  n o t  know i f  anyone was i n  
the bunker s  o r  i f  any s e a r c h  was made t o  f i n d  o u t  (pgs .  30 ,  
3 2 ) .  Most of t h e  bunke r s  were caved i n  (pg.  3 1 ) .  H e  
h e a r d  s h o r t  b u r s t s  o f  machinegun f i r e ,  b u t  h e  d i d  n o t  know 
the weapon's  l o c a t i o n  (pg .  3 2 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  know t h a t  a 
s e c u r i t y  e l emen t  had been  s e n t  down t o  t h e  beach (pg .  4 6 ) .  

( 2 )  The body coun t .  

LINKOUS was l a t e r  t o l d  t h a t  t h e  p l a t o o n  
minus h i s  squad had r e c e i v e d  f i r e  when it moved i n t o  t h e  
v i l l a g e  (pg .  3 5 ) .  H e  h e a r d  a n  e s t i m a t e  l a t e r  on t h a t  150-
175 p e o p l e  had been k i l l e d ,  b u t  h e  though t  t h i s  was a h i g h  
e s t i m a t e  (pg .  3 6 ) .  He d i d  n o t  remember h e a r i n g  a body c o u n t  
r e p o r t  o f  12 a t  0955 o r  30 a t  1025 ( p g s .  36 ,  3 7 ) .  H e  d i d  
n o t  see t h a t  many b o d i e s  (pgs .  37,  4 2 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  know 
where t h e  e i g h t  b o d i e s  r e p o r t e d  a t  1420 were k i l l e d  
(pg.  3 8 ) .  H e  n e v e r  hea rd  t h a t  a c h i l d  was s h o t  i n  t h e  
head o r  t h a t  MILUS n e a r l y  c u t  a  woman i n  h a l f  (pg .  44) . 
H e  d i d  n o t  h e a r  t h a t  p e o p l e  were s h o t  a s  t h e y  came o u t  of 
t u n n e l s  (pg.  74)  . 

( 3 )  Movements o u t  of  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

LINKOUS d i d  n o t  see any Vietnamese assembled 
i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  p r i o r  t o  t h e  t ime  t h e y  l e f t  it a t  approx ima te ly  
1200 ( p g s .  36,  3 7 ) .  They moved n o r t h  o u t  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e  
a l o n g  t h e  p a t h  t o  t h e  b r i d g e  and checked o u t  l i k e l y  l a a g e r  
a r e a s  (pg .  3 4 ) .  While t h e y  reconned by f i r e ,  no l i v i n g  
q u a r t e r s  r e c e i v e d  f i r e  (pg.  3 4 ) .  Sampans w e r e  b r o u g h t  t o  t h e  
r each by s w i f t  b o a t s  and a h e l i c o p t e r  was b r o u g h t  i n  t o  
t a k e  o u t  VC s u s p e c t s  (pg. 3 9 ) .  Some Vietnamese i n t e r p r e t e r s  
came t o  t h e  beach t o  t a l k  t o  t h o s e  i n  t h e  sampans and t h e y  
l e f t  w i t h  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  (pg.  40) . H e  d i d  n o t  see t h e  
i n t e r p r e t e r s  m i s t r e a t  anyone (pg .  4 0 ) .  TAYLOR had a  woman 
w i t h  him whom h e  had b r o u g h t  from t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg .  4 1 ) .  H e r  
hands w e r e  t i e d  beh ind  h e r  back and s h e  was s e c u r e d  by a 
r o p e  (pg .  4 1 ) .  

6 .  Act ions  on t h e  1 7 t h .  

On t h e  morning of  t h e  1 7 t h  TAYLOR l o s t  h i s  f o o t  when 
a mine which h e  was examining exploded  (pg .  4 9 ) .  The w i t n e s s  
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d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  r e c e i v i n g  any s n i p e r  f i r e . a f t e r  TAYLOR 
was wounded (pg. 5 0 ) .  While he  r e c a l l e d  gunships  coming i n ,  
he  thought  t h a t  they  made t h e i r  gunruns b e f o r e  TAYLOR was 
wounded (pgs.  5 0 ,  5 1 ) .  The gunships  made two p a s s e s  
(pg. 5 2 ) .  The w i t n e s s  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  TAYLOR was evacuated  
by ~ i e u t e n a n t  Colonel  BARKER i n  h i s  C&C s h i p  (pg. 5 2 ) .  
LINKOUS thought  t h e  woman had been r e l e a s e d  b e f o r e  TAYLOR 
was wounded (pgs .  44-52). The company c r o s s e d  t h e  b r i d g e  
abou t  a n  hour  a f t e r  t h e  gunships  made t h e i r  p a s s e s  (pg.  5 3 ) .  
They d i d  n o t  r e c e i v e  any f i r e  a s  they  c r o s s e d  t h e  b r i d g e  
(pg. 55) . A f t e r  they  c r o s s e d  t h e  b r i d g e  L ieu tenan t s  MUNDY 
and LEWIS a r r i v e d  (pg. 5 5 ) .  LINKOUS d i d  n o t  remember a 
photographer b e i n g  wi th  them (pg.  5 5 ) .  The f i r s t  p l a t o o n  
moved down t h e  c o a s t  a long t h e  r i v e r  (pg. 5 6 ) .  LINKOUS 
thought  t h e  company commander was fo l lowing  t h e  f i r s t  
p l a t o o n  (pg. 5 9 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  a sampan be ing  t aken  
under f i r e ,  nor  d i d  h e  remember any f i r i n g  d u r i n g  t h e  day 
(pg. 5 6 ) .  .They came upon a 155 round which was blown up i n  
a  hootch  by t h e  demmolitions man (pg. 57) . They burned 
hootches,  i n  t h e  ' v i l l a g s  through which they moved (pgs.  58,  
5 9 ) .  The burn ing  was done spontaneously  (pg. 5 9 ) .  They 
s topped burn ing  when they reached t h e  beach and they d i d  no t  
d e s t r o y  Co Lay ( 3 )  (pgs.  58, 5 9 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  s e e i n g  
caved i n  o r  smoking bunkers  a long  t h e  r o u t e  o f  march 
(pg.  58) . They saw many people  a t  t h e  l a s t  v i l l a g e  t o  which 
they came (pg. 6 0 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  h e a r i n g  t h a t  t h e  
second p l a t o o n  had engaged two VC (pg .  6 1 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  
r e c a l l  any th ing  happening a t  the l a a g e r  s i t e  t h a t  n i g h t  
(pg. 6 3 ) .  

c .  Ac t ions  on t h e  18 th .  

On t h e  morning of t h e  1 8 t h  they moved back up t o  
t h e  b r i d g e ,  l i n k e d  up wi th  t h e  t h i r d  p l a t o o n ,  and found a 
couple  of thousand pounds of r i c e  which was evacuated  (pg .63) .  
They rounded up a group of v i l l a g e r s  who were c a r e d  f o r  by 
a LYEDCAP team (pg. 6 3 ) .  LINKOUS d i d  n o t  s e e  any i n t e r r o g a t i o n s  
(pg. 6 3 ) .  While he knew t h a t  a r t i l l e r y  marking rounds were 
f i r e d ,  he  d i d  n o t  know t h a t  a woman was brought  i n  wi th  a 
wounded l e g  (pg. 64) . They r e c e i v e d  mor tar  f i r e  t h a t  n i g h t ,  
b u t  he d i d  n o t  remember r e c e i v i n g  any s m a l l  arms f i r e  
(pg. 6 4 ) .  
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d .  A c t i o n s  of t h e  1 9 t h .  

On t h e  morning of  t h e  1 9 t h  v o l u n t e e r s  found t h e  enemy 
m o r t a r  p o s i t i o n  (pg .  6 5 ) .  They came upon two m i l i t a r y - a g e  
males  i n  a nearby  v i l l a g e ,  Ky Xuyen ( I ) ,who were b e a t e n  by 
STRACHAN and N a t i o n a l  P o l i c e  (pgs .  65 ,  6 6 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  
r e c a l l  t h a t  one  o f  t h e  s u s p e c t s  e scaped  (pg .  6 6 ) .  H e  h e a r d  
n o t h i n g  a b o u t  o t h e r  PW's b e i n g  m i s t r e a t e d  and h e  knew n o t h i n g  
a b o u t  any r a p e s  (pg .  6 6 ) .  H e  h e a r d  n o t h i n g  a b o u t  PW's  
h a v i n g  f i n g e r s  c u t  o f f  (pgs .  70,  71). 
4 .  INQUIRIES AFTER THE ASSAULT. 

LINKOUS knew of no i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  o f  t h e  16 March 
o p e r a t i o n  and  was neve r  q u e s t i o n e d  a b o u t  i t  (pg .  6 7 )  . 
knew of  no one  who was q u e s t i o n e d  (pg .  7 2 ) .  H e  h e a r d  
rumors a b o u t  unneces sa ry  k i l l i n g s  by e i t h e r  B/4/3 o r  
C/1/20 (pg- 7 0 )  . 

He 
no 

5. OTHER INFORMATION. 

a .  A t t i t u d e  of  t h e  f i r s t  p l a t o o n  on t h e  1 6 t h .  

The w i t n e s s  op ined  t h a t  i f  any women and c h i l d r e n  
w e r e  k i l l e d  when t h e  f i r s t  p l a t o o n  moved i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  
on t h e  1 6 t h  it was because  women were used  f o r  combat and  
t h e  c h i l d r e n  were n o t  s e e n  (pg .  4 2 ) .  The f i r s t  p l a t o o n  might  
have k i l l e d  women and c h i l d r e n  because  t h e y  were mad 
a b o u t  L i e u t e n a n t  COCHRAN b e i n g  k i l l e d  (pg .  4 3 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  
know o f  any o r d e r s  g i v e n  by WILLINGHAM which cou ld  have  
r e s u l t e d  i n  noncombatants  b e i n g  b r o u g h t  under  f i r e  (pg .  4 3 ) .  

b .  Rapes. 

Had t h e r e  been  any r a p e s  i t  would have been  k e p t  
q u i e t  b e c a u s e  C a p t a i n  MICHLES made c e r t a i n  t h a t  r a p i s t s  
were t r i e d  ( p g s .  66,  6 7 ) .  

c. Mar i iuana .  

While  m a r i j u a n a  was used  by members of  B Company, 
t h e  w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  t h i n k  i t  was smoked on o p e r a t i o n s  
(pg .  ' 7 0 )  . 
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EXIIIBITS 


EXHIBIT 

NUMBER 


M- 2 


M-3 


P-21 


P-22 


P-66 


P-168 


~2206 


P-207 


P-210 


P-212 


P-215 


P-228 


. 
DESCRIPTION 


MACV Card "Nine Rulesn1- 

MACV Card "The Enemy in 

Your Hands " 


Miscellaneous Scene 


-
Miscellaneous Scene 


Miscellaneous Scene 


-NOTES ._ 
Card was issued 
to witness. 

Card was issued 

to witness. 

Wit did not recall 

seeing Vietnamese 

in photo. 


Wit did not recall 

'seeing Vietnamese 

in photo. 


Wit did not recall 

seein9 Vietnamese 
' 
in photo. 


Wit oriented -on 


PAGES 


3 


3 


41 


41-


4 0 

Aerial photo of a r e a p h o t o . 1 3  
Miscellaneous Scene 


Miscellaneous Scene 


Miscellaneous Scene 


Miscellaneous Scene 


Miscellaneous Scene 


P-168 as annotated by 

the witness 


Shown to witness. 11 

southern end of 
peninsula. 

Shown to witness. 
Wit knew no one in 
the photo. 
Identified as 

11 

52 

60 

Vietnamese suspect 
witness saw 
beaten. 

65 

Markings made on 
exhibit. 2 9 
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EXIIIDITS 

EXHIBIT -
NUMBER DESCRIPTION NOTES ..- PAGES 

P-1 as  a n n o t a t e d  by 1 - E s t i m a t e d  

P-229 t h e  w i t n e s s .  - l o c a t i o n  o f  first 


p l a t o o n  a t  0 8 4 5 .  


2 - E s t i m a t e d  l o c a t i c  
of m e e t i n g  which wa 
h e l d  b e f o r e  c r o s s i r  
t h e  b r i d g e .  .. 3 - P o i n t  f rom which  

t h e y  l e f t  v i l l a g e  
o n  1 6 t h .  

5 - P l a t o o n ' s  
l o c a t i o n  when gun- 
s h i p s  f i r e d .  

E x h i b i t  e n t e r e d  i n -
to evidentlp. 
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(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1.322 h o u r s ,  16 February 
1970.) 


COL WILSON: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR : The fo l l owing  named persons  are p r e s e n t :  COL 
WILSON, LTC NOLL, and MAJ  THOMAS. 

The n e x t  w i t n e s s  i s  S p e c i a l i s t  Four Rodney Vance 
LINKOUS . 

(SP4' LINKOUS was c a l l e d  as a  w i t n e s s ,  was sworn, 
and t e s t i f i e d  a s  fo l lows  :) 

P l e a s e  s t a t e  your  f u l l  name, g r a d e ,  and S o c i a l  
S e c u r i t y  number. 

A .  Rodney Vance L I N X O U S ;  SP4; I. 
RCDR : S t a t e  your  branch of s e r v i c e  and p r e s e n t  duty  
s t a t i o n .  

A .  Eng inee r s ,  9 1 s t  Engineer  Company (Dump T r u c k ) ,  Rum 
C h i t  Chai , Thai land .  

COL WILSON: Were you g iven  E x h i b i t  M - 8 1 ,  g e n e r a l  i n fo rma t ion  
f o r  w i t n e s s e s  appea r ing  b e f o r e  t h e  board?  

A. Y e s .  

Q. Do you unders tand  t h i s ?  

A. Y e s ,  . 

Q. T h i s  i s  an i n t e r v i e w  team of  Genera l  PEERS' i n q u i r y .  

A, Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. Have you d i s c u s s e d  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  anyone as -
s i g n e d  t o  your  company? 

A.. No, sir.  

Q .  What w a s  your job? 
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A. I w a s  a squad l e a d e r  of t h e  1st P la toon ,  and o u r  
p l a toon  w a s  t o  go i n t o  t h e  L Z ,  move out--

Q W a i t  a minute! L e t  m e  d e s c r i b e  what was p o i n t e d
o u t  i n  E x h i b i t  M - 8 1 .  

. W e  a r e  going t o  use  a ch rono log ica l  sequence of 
q u e s t i o n s ,  and my f i r s t  s e r i e s  of q u e s t i o n s  i s  concerned wi th  
your  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  and your job. And t h e n  I have a few 
q u e s t i o n s  on t r a i n i n g  which you may o r  may n o t  have r ece ived .  
Then a s e r i e s  of q u e s t i o n s  on t h e  b r i e f i n g  which you r ece ived  
p r i o r  t o  going on t h e  o p e r a t i o n ,  which I want t o  s e p a r a t e  
from what happened on t h e  a c t u a l  o p e r a t i o n  through t h e  p e r i o d  
of 16 t o  19 March. So, we w i l l  t r y  t o  ho ld  t o  t h a t  sequence 
of ques t ion ing .  

A .  Yes, sir.  

Q. You were a squad l e a d e r  of what squad? 

A .  I t h i n k  it w a s  second squad. I c a n ' t  remember a t  
t h i s  t i m e .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  eve r  having r ece ived  a c l a s s  i n  m i l i -
t a r y  j u s t i c e  o r  p o s s i b l y  t h e  Geneva Convention t h a t  covered 
t h e  s u b j e c t  of l e g a l  ve r sus  i l l e g a l  o r d e r s ?  

A .  Yes, s i r .  About t h r e e  o r  f o u r  t imes  when w e  w e r e  
i n  Hawaii. 

When you were i n  Hawaii? 

Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q Who gave t h e  c l a s s ?  

A .  Usual ly  one of  t h e  o f f i c e r s  i n  t h e  company. They 
u s u a l l y  took t u r n s  i n  g i v i n g  t h e  c l a s s e s .  

Q. What do you remember about t h e s e  c l a s s e s ?  

A. They exp la ined  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  between i l l e g a l  and 
l e g a l  o r d e r s ,  and t h a t  i f  we thought  it would endanger o u r  
u n i t  we d i d  n o t  have t o  obey them unless  t hey  were some smal l  
t h ing .  
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Q. Were you ass igned  t o  B Company a t  t h a t  t ime? 

A. Right ,  sir .  

Q. What about t h i s  E x h i b i t  M-2 e n t i t l e d ,  "Nine Rules , "  
have you e v e r  s een  t h a t ?  

A. Yes, s i r ,  I have. I c a r r i e d  one w h i l e  I was i n  
Vietnam. They were i s s u e d .  

Q. How was t h i s  i s s u e  made? 

A. J u s t  b e f o r e  we l e f t  t h e  s h i p ,  when w e  landed i n  
Vietnam, t h e y  handed t h o s e  o u t .  

Q. How about  E x h i b i t  M - 3  which i s  e n t i t l e d ,  "The Enemy
i n  your  Hands "? 

A. Yes, s i r ,  we r ece ived  one o f  t h o s e  t o o .  

Q Evekybody? 

A. A s  f a r  a s  I know., sir.  

Q Was it handed o u t  i n d i v i d u a l l y  o r  handed o u t  t o  
t h e  p l a toon  s e r g e a n t s ?  

A. It  w a s  handed o u t  through t h e  p l a t o o n  s e r g e a n t s .  

Q- Were you a squad l e a d e r  then?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. How long  were you a squad l e a d e r ?  

A. I ' d  say  1 5  t o  16 months, s i r .  Four months wh i l e  
I w a s  i n  Hawaii and t h e  whole t i m e  wh i l e  I w a s  i n  Vietnam. 

Q. Would you d e s c r i b e ,  i n  a s  much d e t a i l  as you can 
r e c a l l ,  t h e  b r i e f i n g  o r  t h e  o r d e r s  t h a t  you r ece ived  p r i o r  t o  
t h e  combat a s s a u l t  on t h e  16 th  of March. 

A .  A s  f a r  as I remember, it was a s e a r c h  and c l e a r  
miss ion.  W e  were supposed t o  go i n  and check I D  ca rds  and 
check f o r  r i c e ,  any th ing  t h a t  may be u s e f u l  t o  t h e  enemy, and 
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d e t a i n  any s u s p e c t s  w e  f e l t  could be  VC o r  d e s e r t e r s  from t h e  
Vietnamese Amy. 

Q I want t o  be c l e a r  we have t h e  r i g h t  o p e r a t i o n  i n  
mind. I am t a l k i n g  about t h e  o p e r a t i o n  i n  which L ieu tenan t  
COCHRAN w a s  k i l l e d  t h e  f i r s t  day,  and MILUS was k i l l e d  t h e  
l a s t  day. 

A .  That  i s  t h e  same ope ra t ion .  

Q* Thi s  i s  t h e  one you are t a l k i n g  about?  

Y e s ,  sir. 
. .  . 

You r e c e i v e d  t h i s  b r i e f i n g  from whom? 

From our  p l a toon  l e a d e r .  

Who w a s  t h a t ?  

L ieu tenan t  WILLINGHAM. 

Q .  Who e l s e  a t t e n d e d  t h i s  b r i e f i n g  b e s i d e s  y o u r s e l f ?  

A .  The rest of t h e  p l a t o o n .  W e  u s u a l l y  worked it o u t  
t h a t  way s o  everybody could g e t  t h e  i n fo rma t ion .  

Q .  I t  was n o t  passed from t h e  squad l e a d e r  t o  be  pass-
ed down? 

A .  No. 

Q .  Where was it given? 

A .  I t h i n k  we were a t  LZ Upt igh t  a t  t h e  t ime .  What-
e v e r  f i r e  base  w e  were on,  it w a s  g iven a t  t h e  p l a toon  CP. 

Q Was t h e  p l a toon  CP l a r g e  enough s o  it could be 
given i n s i d e ?  

A .  I t  w a s  h e l d  o u t s i d e ,  s i r .  

Q- L e t  m e  name a few names he re  and see i f  t hey  w e r e  
i n  your  squad. JENKINS and WILLIAMS? 
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A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. Which one? 

A. JENKINS.  

Q. How about Amos WILLIAMS? 

A. I c a n ' t  r e m e m b e r  f o r  s u r e ,  sir.  H e  m i g h t  have 
been. 

Q- HOOTON ? 

A. N o ,  s i r ,  h e  w a s  i n  t h e  p o i n t  t e a m .  

Q JONES,  Marvin JONES? 

A. Y e s ,  sir .  

Q* GRIMES? 

A. I c a n l t  r e m e m b e r  h i m ,  s i r .  

Q Were any of these men i n - y o u r  squad: CRESENTE and L a r r y  
TAYLOR? 

A. L a r r y  TAYLOR w a s  i n  t h e  p o i n t  t e a m ,  s i r .  

Q. MICHENER? 

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q. And STENIBRECHER, I believe w a s  he  i n  your squad? 

A. I c a n ' t  r e m e m b e r  f o r  s u r e ,  sir.  

Q. I believe h e  w a s  t h e  mortar FO. 

A .  BREITENSTEIN and STEINBRECHER. 

Q N o t  BREITENSTEIN. 

A .  H e  w a s  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  FO. I c a n ' t  r e m e m b e r  
STEINBRECHER. 
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Q Was t h e r e  anybody e l s e  i n  your squad t h a t .  you can 
remember whose name I have n o t  read? 

A .  N o ,  sir.  I can remember t h e  names, b u t  I can 't re-
member what squad they  were i n .  

Q .We c a r r y  t h e  fol lowing persons i n  t h e  f i r s t  squad. 
I ' l l  read  them o f f  and you can t e l l  me i f  t hey  a r e :  SHIFLEY, 
STEINBRECHER , GONZALEZ', HALL, MILUS, and WOOD? 

A.. N O ,  sir.  

Q • 
None of th.em were i n  your squad? 

A .  No, sir. 

Q. W e  d i d  carry--although we know it i s  n o t  t h e  way 
it was now. W e  d i d  c a r r y  a t h i r d  squad with  CARDINES, LOVE, 
MADISON, and HOLMES. Were any of those  people i n  your squad? 

A. No, s i r ,  no t  m a t  I can t h i n k  o f .  

Q With LITTLE a s  a squad l e a d e r .  

A. I t h i n k  t h a t  i s  how w e  go t  i t - - the  ope ra t ion  wi th  
t h r e e  squads,  b u t  I c a n ' t  remember. 

Q The predominance of test imony i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  you 
went i n  wi th  two squads. 

A. A s  f a r  a s  I can remember, w e  had t h r e e  cut-down 
squads. W e  were very s h o r t  t hen .  

Q W e l l ,  it would be adv i sab le  f o r  you t o  t a k e  a p la -
toon r o s t e r  be fo re  you Leave and with  t h e  ros te r - -

RCDR : ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )  He has t h e  r o s t e r .  

At There i s  very l i t t l e - - t h o s e  t h i n g s  a r e  very f a i n t  
i n  m e .  

COL WILSON:  You descr ibed  t h i s  a s  a search  and c l e a r  opera-
t i o n .  Where was t h i s  v i l l a g e  loca ted?  

A .  On t h e  coas t  about 6 m i l e s  due e a s t  of LZ Do t t i e .  
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a.  Due e a s t ?  

A. Due e a s t .  

Q. What o r d e r s  were g i v e n ,  i f  any,  concerning t h e  de-
s t r u c t i o n  of v i l l a g e s  and houses? 

A. I c a n ' t  remember any th ing  be ing  g i v e n ,  s i r .  

Q. Was it cons idered ,  i n  t h e  e v e n t  t h e s e  a r e  no t  
g iven ,  t o  use  normal procedure .  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  it was more o r  l e s s ,  u se  o u r  own d i s -
c r e s s i o n  on t h i s .  I f  w e  deemed it neces sa ry  t o  d e s t r o y  a 
v i l l a g e  t o  g e t  it c l e a r e d ,  t h e n  do t h i s .  

Q- You g o t  it c l e a r e d  though. Is t h a t  what you s a y  is 
t h e  normal procedure?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. Was it normal f o r  B Company t o  d e s t r o y  v i l l a g e s  
i n  o p e r a t i o n s ?  

-

A. Not r e a l l y ,  s i r .  

Q. What about  t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  of  food s t o c k s ?  

A. I f  w e  deemed t h a t  t h e  food supply was t o o  l a r g e  f o r  
t h e  people  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  over  a  pe r iod  o r  f o r  a c e r t a i n  t i m e ,  
w e  would t a k e  away what w e  thought  t h e y  might g i v e  t o  t h e  VC. . 
Of cou r se ,  t h a t  was under o r d e r s .  

Q This  was an evacua t ion ,  r i g h t ,  o r  would you de-
s t r o y  i t ?  

A. I f  w e  could evacua te  i t ,  w e  would. I f  we c o u l d n ' t ,  
we'd burn it. 

Q. What about t h e  normal, everyday r a t i o n s ,  food s t o c k s  
t h a t  t h e  people  had i n  t h e i r  homes? 

A. No, s i r ,  w e  would n o t  touch t h a t .  
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Q It was a normal opera t ion?  There was no change i n  
t h i s  opera t ion ,  was t h e r e ?  

A. There was a change. 

Q. I n  t h e  b r i e f i n g ?  

A. No, s i r ,  n o t  i n  t h e  b r i e f i n g .  

Q - There was nothing s a i d  about what t o  do w i t h  food. 
, 

A. J u s t  t h e  normal procedure.  

Q • What about t h e  d i s p o s i t i o n  of t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  of  
t h i s  v i l l a g e ?  

A .  ~f they gave us no t r o u b l e  and were c l e a r e d  of 
being VC sympathizers,  then  j u s t  t o  leave them a lone .  

That w a s  t h e  normal procedure? 

A .  Yes, s ir .  

Q A s  f a r  as  food, and d e s t r u c t i o n  of  houses and popula-
t i o n  wi th in  t h i s  a r e a ,  you got  no s p e c i a l  i n s t r u c t i o n s ?  

A .  J u s t  t h e  normal. procedure. 

And you b e l i e v e  t h i s  was a search  and c l e a r  mission? 

Y e s ,  s ir .  

a .  Did you know you were going i n t o  Pinkvi lPe? 

A, Yes, s ir .  

Q Did you cons ider  t h i s  opera t ion  any d i f f e r e n k  from 
a combat a s s a u l t  opera t ion?  

A .  No, s i r ,  We considered it a l i t t l e  more dangerous 
because we knew t h e r e  were q u i t e  a , f e w  VC i n  t h i s  a rea .  

.Q.. What was t h e  enemy s i t u a t i o n  dep ic tea  by ~ i e u t e n a n t  
WILLINGHAM? ' .  
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A.  There were 'quite a few VC and t h e r e  were NVA 
somewhere i n  t h e  area  according t o  t h e  b r i e f i n g .  

Q What s i z e  u n i t ,  were you informed of t h a t ?  

No, sir. 

Q What was t h e  concept of opera t ion  f o r  t h e  o t h e r  
platoons o f -B Company? Do you r e c a l l ?  What was it descri'b-. .-

ed t h a t  ' t h e y  would do, t h e  2d and 3d? 

A. They would be doing e s s e n t i a l l y  t h e  same t h i n g  i n  
o t h e r  a reas .  

Q You don ' t  know whether one was going t o  move nor th  
o r  move sou th ,  o r  anything l i k e  t h a t ?  

'A. No, sir.  

Q - D i d .  anybody e v e r  say anything about one of  t h e  
p la toons  was supposed t o  sweep My Lai  ( I ) ,  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  
a rea?  

A.  Not t h a t  I can r e f e r  t o .  

Q Nothing was mentioned &oat t h i s  svbj e c t ?  

A. No, sir.  

Q What was t h e  planned squad deployment a f t e r  you
h i t  t h e  ground? What was b r i e f e d ?  What d i d  you t h i n k  t h e  
f i r s t  and second and i f  you be l i eve  t h e r e  was a t h i r d  squad 
were supposed t o  do? 

A. We were supposed t o  land  and spread ou t  t o  cover 
t h e  next  wave of choppers t h a t  came i n .  Then we were sup-
posed t o  move ou t  t o  t h e  e a s t  t o  our ob jec t ive .  The 
p o i n t  team was leading  and my squad came next .  

Q Was t h i s  b r i e f e d ?  

A .  Yes, sir. 

Q So t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  squad t o  l e a d  o f f  behind 
t h e  po in t  was t h e  second squad? 

A. Yes, sir.  
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Q Second squad was t o  l ead  o f f  behind t h e  poin t?  

A. Right ,  s i r .  

Q. And then  t h e  o t h e r  squads were t o  fol low you? 

A .  Right ,  s i r .  

Q And you were t o  secure  t h e  landing zone? 

A. The whole platoon.  

Q. That i s  a s  you r e c a l l  what each squad was t o  do? 

A .  Yes,- sir. 

LTC NOLL: Lieutenant  WILLINGHAM b r i e f e d  your p la toon.  Did 
you observe t h e  manner i n  which t h e  o t h e r  two p la toons  were 
b r i e f e d ?  

A.  They were b r i e f e d  a t  t h e  same time. 

Q Were they' b r i e f e d  by the  platoon l e a d e r  o r  t h e  
squad l eader?  

A .  I c a u l d n t t  t e l l  ycu,  s i r .  

COL WILSON:  What I am going t o  do i n  order  t o  b r i n g  t h i s  
back t o  you a s  b e s t  we can,  is  descr ibe  what we know about 
t h e  opera t ion ,  and t hen  we a r e  going t o  walk through each 
day. And what we don ' t  know we w i l l  g e t  from you i f  you 
can f i l l  us i n .  

A. A l l  r i g h t .  

(COL WILSON gave t h e  witness  a map o r i e n t a t i o n  
using Exhibi t s  MAP-4 and MAP-5 and Exhibi t  P-217.) 

COL WILSON:  Did you rece ive  any f i r e  p r i o r  t o  landing? 

A. Not t h a t  I can r e c a l l .  I t  seemed l i k e  a very 
q u i e t  landing.  
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Q - Were your doorgunners f i r i n g  when you went i n ?  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q Which l i f t  were you on? 

A. The f i r s t  l i f t .  

Q How f a r  o u t  d i d  t h e  doorgunners beg in  f i r i n g ?  

A .  It does no t  seem l i k e  it was t o o  f a r  o u t .  Proba-
b l y  i n  t h e  l a s t  200 yards  b e f o r e  t h e  LZ.  

Q Could you t e l l  what t a r g e t s  were s e l e c t e d  by 
t h e  doorgunners? 

A. Any p l a c e  t h a t  would be  a good p l a c e  f o r  a h o s t i l e  
p o s i t i o n .  

Q. It w a s  recon by f i r e  t hen?  

A .  More o r  less. 

Q .  Did you s e e  any gunships?  

A .  Y e s ,  sir. There were some c i r c l i n g  t h e  a r e a .  
They were n o t  c a l l e d  i n  i f  I r e c o l l e c t  c o r r e c t l y ,  s ir .  

Q E x h i b i t s  P-206 and P-207 a r e  a l l e g e d l y  t h e  photo-
graphs  of gunships  making t h e i r  sweep on yo,ur l a n d i n g  zone. 
Do you recognize  t h i s  a r ea?  

A. Yes, s ir .  I t h i n k  we landed approximately  h e r e  
( i n d i c a t i n g )  , somewhere i n  t h i s  a r e a .  

Q. You a r e  r e f e r r i n g  t o  E x h i b i t  P-207 on t h e  r i g h t
s i d e ,  and you say  you landed t h e r e ,  which i s  a d j a c e n t  t o  a 
graveyard.  

A.  Too many of t h e s e  graves  would be i n  t h e  way of 
t h e s e  choppers,  

Q Do you remember t h i s  graveyard? 

A. Yes, s i r .  
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Q How about photograph Exh ib i t  P-206? This  i s  taken 
probably back i n  f l i g h t  from t h e  landing zone. Here you 
can s e e  t h e  r i v e r  and you can s e e  your approach b e t t e r .  
DO you recognize t h a t ?  This a l s o  is  t h e  same f i e l d ,  
I b e l i e v e ,  which i s  shown i n  t h e  bottom of t h e  photograph, be-
cause you s e e  t h e s e  two. 

A .  I t h i n k  t h a t  i s  t h e  same f i e l d .  

Q So, does t h i s  make it any c l e a r e r ?  Do you a l s o  
f e e l  t h i s  was t h e  landing  zone? 

A. I would have t o  be a l o t ,  c l o s e r  be fo re  I could be  
su re .  There were some fences t o  t h e  r i g h t  of t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  
when we landed. 

Q Your platoon went i n  f i r s t  and secured t h e  landing 
zone, i s  t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. That i s  c o r r e c t ,  sir.  
0 

Q You were followed by t h e  second l i f t .  When t h e  c 
second l i f t  reached t h e  ground, what d id  t h e  1st Platoon do? 

A .  A s  soon as  everybody w a s  o f f  , they  s t a r t e d  moving 
out  a s  soon as  they  got  t h e  o rde r  from t h e  company. I 

Q. How long was it from t h e  time t h e  choppers touched 
down u n t i l  t h e  f i r s t  platoon departed? How long would it have been? 

A. Not more than 10 and no t  l e s s  than 5 minutes l a t e r .  

Q And you were t h e  f i r s t  platoon t o  move out?  

A. Right ,  as  f a r  a s  I know. 

Q Did you s e e  what t h e  o the r  platoons were doing
a f t e r  you moved? 

A. I c o u l d , s e e  t h e  o t h e r  platoons g e t t i n g  ready too .  

Q .  What about mor tars ,  d i d  you s e e  t h e  mortar anywhere? 

A. From our platoon? 
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Q. The 81 mortar. 

A. I d i d n ' t  s e e  it. 

Q. Do you remember t h e  rou te  t h a t  you took when 
you moved from t h e  landing zone? 

A. I c a n ' t  be s u r e ,  b u t  I th ink  we went ac ross  ap-
proximately two o r  t h r e e  f i e l d s  through a fence and then  -
onto a t r a i l .  I t  was number 521. 

Q- You be l i eve  you h i t  t h a t  t r a i l ?  

A. A l a r g e  g a t e  o r  arch over t h e  road,  t h a t  was t o  
one s i d e  of us a s  we got  up t o  t h e  fence.  There was a g a t e ,  
and we d i d n ' t  want t o  chance going through t h a t  ga te .  

Q. You d i d n ' t  want t o  go through t h a t  ga te?  

A. W e  hard ly  ever  go through a g a t e .  

Q- How'far were you from t h i s  g a t e  when you reached 
t h e  road? 

A. We were about 5 0  yards i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  I would 
say about 50  yards t h i s  way. 

Q - That would be  50 yards e a s t  of t h a t  g a t e  where 
you h i t  t h a t  road? 

A .  Right. 

Q. Going t o  Exhibi t  P-168, we e s t i m a t e  t h a t  g a t e  was 
loca ted  about r i g h t  t h e r e  a t  t h i s  p o i n t  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  This 
i s  t h e  a r e a ,  r e f e r r i n g  t o  MAP-4. The graveyard loca ted  he re  
was, we b e l i e v e ,  t h e  same one you saw i n  t h e  photograph, and 
t h e  521 road i s  shown he re  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  W e  be l i eve  t h a t  
t h e  g a t e  was loca ted  o u t  he re  a t  t h i s  i n t e r s e c t i o n  marking 
t h e  ent rance  t o  My Lai  (1). This  would have p& you onto 
Route 521 j u s t  e a s t  of t h a t  g a t e ,  somewhere i n  t h a t  a rea .  
Does t h a t  t r a c k  wi th  what you th ink?  

A. I b e l i e v e  s o ,  sir.  I seem t o  remember a ga te .  It 
must have been e i t h e r  over i n  h e r e  o r  someplace. 
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Q You d o n ' t  t h ink  it was t h i s  one? 

A .  I know it was no t  t h a t  one. We were n o t  t h a t  f a r ,  
because we came i n  l i k e ,  it seems l i k e  about l i k e  t h i s ,  and 
stopped r i g h t  i n  here  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  f o r  a whi le .  

Q. How do you know you stopped i n  t h e r e ?  

A .  Because t h e r e  was a t r a i l  leading  o f f  t o  t h e  nor th .  
There were q u i t e  a few bu i ld ings .  

Q There i s  one here  l ead ing  o f f .  This  i s  a couple 
- hundred meters.  

A .  I t ' s  about 400. 

Q L e t ' s  t ake  a look a t  t h i s  photograph and see .  This 
is t h a t  funny t e x t u r e d  mate r i a l  t h a t  you s e e  h e r e ,  and t h a t  
makes t h i s  t h e  graveyard.  Now, t h e r e  on t h e  1:50,000 map, 
which is  Exh ib i t  MAP-5, it has a hachure a r e a  going around 
My Lai (1)which i s  genera l ly  t r a c e d  r i g h t  along i n  he re .  
There i s  a ques t ion  whether t h e r e  i s  a road o r  d i t c h  of  some 
s o r t .  

A .  They used t h e  d i t c h  as  a road sometimes. 

& What I am t r y i n g  t o  do i s  show you o r  g e t  you pro-
pe r ly  loca ted .  See t h i s  a rea  around My ~ a i(I),t h i s  i s  t h e  
a rea  we were t a l k i n g  about. We be l i eve  t h i s  g a t e  was r i g h t  
here.  I t  may have been f u r t h e r  i n .  What I am t r y i n g  t o  do 
is  determine where you h i t  521. 

A .  I remember we h i t  t h e  nor thern  a r e a ,  n o r t h e a s t  un-
til we h i t  t h e  road and came i n  across--

Q ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )  Y o u ' h i t  t h e  road a f t e r  you had got ten
i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

A .  Right ,  we came i n  here .  Right about h e r e  ( indica-
t i n g )  is  where we came i n .  

LTC NOLL: You a r e  r e f e r r i n g  t o  Exhib i t  P-206 and P-207. 

A. I t  would have been r i g h t  about i n  he re .  I t h i n k  
i t ' s  t h a t  road. I t  would have t o  be r i g h t  about i n  he re .  
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Q YOU a r e  po in t ing  t o  t h e  c e n t e r  p a r t  of t h e  photo-
<graph,  Exh ib i t  P-206? 

A .  Right.  

COL W I L S O N :  Now, t h e  p o i n t  group was o u t  i n  f r o n t  of you, 
and I want t o  f i n d  out  and s e e  i f  I am c o r r e c t .  The p o i n t  
was composed of HOOTON, TAYLOR, and TITTLE,  and was t h e r e  another  
man? 

6 

A .  The t h r e e  you mentioned I can remember f o r  su re .  
I c a n ' t  remember i f  t h e r e  was another  one o r  n o t  a t  t h a t  
t i m e .  They d i d  have one l a t e r .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  i f  t h e r e  was a r a d i o  assigned t o  
t h e  p o i n t  team t h a t  day? 

A .  I c a n ' t  remember i f  they  had it t h a t  day. They 
had t h e  squad r a d i o  a t  one time o r  another ,  t h e  ones t h a t  
f i t  our helmet. 

Q NO. This was a PRC-25 or--

A .  ( In terpos ing)  I t ' s  a 25 .  I c a n ' t  remember them 
having t h a t .  

Q A s  you moved up toward t h e  road ,  was t h e r e  any-
t h i n g  t h a t  happened as  you moved toward t h e  br idge?  

A .  J u s t  about t h a t  time we heard an explos ion ,  and I 
thought it was t h e  f i r s t  group of men t h a t  were wounded, a t  
l e a s t  t h a t  i s  what w e  thought.  

Q. Where were you , loca ted  when you heard t h i s  ex-
p los ion?  

A.  About halfway through t h e  v i l l a g e ,  s i r .  

Q How f a r  back from t h e  br idge? 

A.  About 200 o r  300 yards a t  t h e  most. We had taken 
our  t ime going up t h e r e  and we want'ed t o  make s u r e  t h a t  t h e  
t r a i l - - and  because we were i n  t h e  area  of P i n k v i l l e ,  we want-
ed t o  make s u r e  of mines and booby t r a p s .  

Q You were moving along very cau t ious ly?  
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Right ,  s i r .  

Q We are  going t o  ask you t o  annota te  t h i s  photo-
graph as  b e s t  you can as  t o  what happened. And we a r e  not  
going t o  ask a l o t  of ques t ions  about where t h e  LZ was, 
b u t  the f i r s t  t h i n g  you r e c a l l  was t h a t  you were about 
200 meters from t h e  br idge  when you heard t h e  f i r s t  explo-
s ion?  

A. Right ,  sir .  

Q This  would have put you 200 meters from t h e  br idge  
i f  t h e  log  (Exh ib i t  M - 1 6 )  i s  c o r r e c t  a t  0845? 

Right ,  s i r ,  it would have t o  be.  

Q You can separa te  t h e s e  two. You d i d  hea r  another  
explosion. Did you hear  two explosions? 

A. Yes, t h e  next  one w a s  very f a i n t .  

Q. I j u s t  wanted t o  be su re .  You were 200 meters 
from t h e  br idge a t  0845. On t h a t  a e r i a l  photo (Exhibi t  P-217) , 
one inch equals  1 0 0  meters.  Po in t  1 i s  t h e  es t imated  l o c a t i o n  
of t h e  1st Platoon a t  0845. (Exhibi t  P-217 when annotated by 
witness  becomes Exhibi t  P-229.)  The platoon continued t o  
move and t h e  p o i n t  group was up t h e r e .  Did they have a mine-
sweeper o r  anything with them? 

A. No, sir.  They were j u s t  watching f o r  i r r e g u l a r i -
t i e s  i n  t h e  t r a i l ,  q u i t e  a few mines. You can t e l l  i f  they 
were t h e r e  unless  they were i n  t h e  ground a long t ime. 

Q And they moved along very cau t ious ly .  What rou te  
of march do you es t ima te  was being made? 

A'. I f  I can remember, it was about 30, I 'd  say about 
30 yards every 5 minutes,  very caut ious ly .  

Q You a r e  t a l k i n g  about one mile an hour? 

A. I t  was about t h a t  o r  l e s s .  

9 Now, d id  a t  t h e  time you were moving--when you
moved from po in t  1,200 meters from t h e  br idge u n t i l  you got  
t o  t h e  b r idge ,  was t h e r e  any f i r e  received? 
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A.  No, sir, we d i d n ' t  rece ive  any. 

Q. You d i d n ' t  rece ive  any f i r e ?  

A .  N o ,  sir. 

Q You were moving down t h e  road through t h e  v i l l a g e  
and you had hedgerows beside you? 

A. No, sir. I t  was bu i ld ings ,  and mostly abandoned 
bui ld ings  t h a t  were f a l l i n g  apa r t .  I t  looked l i k e  they were 
h i t  by a r t i l l e r y  a few times before .  

Q. Did you observe any people i n  t h e  area?  

A. No, sir.  

Q. Were you i n  t h e  f r o n t  of your squad o r  t h e  cen te r?  
What was your pos i t ion?  

A. I was t h r e e  men behind. 

Q Did you have a connecting f i l e  with t h e  poin t?  

A. The f i r s t  man was more o r  l e s s  a runner between t h e  
p o i n t  and myself.-

Q How f a r  was t h e  po in t  ahead of your squad? 

A .  They were s t i c k i n g  p r e t t y  c lose  toge the r .  I Id say 
between 30 t o  50 yards away from us. 

Q. You were a l i t t l e  c l o s e r  than normal? 

A .  Right,  s i r ,  we d i d n ' t  want them t o  g e t  i n t o  any 
t rouble .  

Q. Did you have a machinegunner a t tached t o  your squad? 

A .  Yes, he was r i g h t  behind t h e  f i r s t  man. He was 
r i g h t  i n  f r o n t  of me. In  o t h e r  words, s o  they could g e t  sup-
p o r t  f i r e  t o  t h e  po in t .  

Q The machinegunner was ou t  i n  f r o n t  of you? 

A. Right. 
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Q Where were you when you heard t h e  next  explosion? 

A. We were approximately 2 5  yards from t h e  br idge  and 
s e t  up. 

Q Had anything happened p r i o r  t o  t h a t ?  Did you re-
ce ive  any f i r e  o r  was any a c t i o n  taken? 

A. No, s ir .  I t  was p r e t t y  q u i e t  with us .  

Q - A t  0930 according t o  t h e  l o g  (Exhibi t  M-16), t h e  
second booby t r a p  was t r ipped .  A t  t h a t  time you were 2 5  
yards from t h e  br idge?  

A. Right ,  we had s e t  up defense and were d i s c u s s i n g  how 
t o  go ac ross  t h e  b r idge  without  endangering our  p la toon.  

Q. And t h a t  was being d iscussed  by whom? 

A. The squad l e a d e r  and t h e  p la toon l e a d e r .  

Q: Did he have a meeting t h e r e  o r  something? 

A. He c a l l e d  us over  t o  s e e  which one of us wanted 
t o  go ac ross  f i r s t  and secure  t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  whi le  t h e  o t h e r  
p la toon went across .  

Q. That %as t h e  f i r s t  t ime t h i s  dec i s ion  w a s  made? 

A. Right.  

Q. You were t h e  f r o n t  forward squad, w e r e n ' t  you? 

A .  Y e s ,  b u t  de more o r  l e s s  took t u r n s  i n  doing some-
t h i n g  l i k e  t h i s .  

B. A r e  you t e l l i n g  me  t h a t  t h e  p la toon s t ayed  i n  t h e  
squad column a t  t h a t  t ime ,  o r  d i d  t h e  squad move up on l i n e ?  

A. They moved up on l i n e  and they  s p l i t  up i n  approx-
imately h a l f .  

Q. I n  o t h e r  words, you were up on l i n e  wi th  personne.1 
on each s i d e  of t h e  br idge  where you could observe t h e  o t h e r  
s i d e ?  

A. W e  always had a r e a r  s e c u r i t y  p la toon.  

CLINKOUS) 18 APP T-374 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR O F F I C I A L  USE ONLY 

Q. A t  t h a t  t i m e  a meeting was c a l l e d ?  

A. W e l l ,  t h e  'p latoon l eader  had t h e  second o r  t h i r d  
squad leaders .  I fo rge t  what it was. 

Q. I th ink  we had b e t t e r  put  p o i n t  2 down here .  

LTC NOLL : Were they deployed before  you had t h i s  meeting? 

Yes, sir. 

Q Do you remember which squad was on t h e  nor th  and 
which squad was on t h e  south? 

A, I c a n ' t  r e a l l y .  Most l i k e l y  they moved one squad
i n  on t h e  r i g h t  and t h e  o t h e r  on t h e  l e f t  a s  f a r  a s  I can 
remember. 

COL WILSON: Up u n t i l  t h i s  time you had no t  received any f i r e ?  

A. Not t h a t  I can r e c a l l .  Somebody may have received--
t a l k e d  t o  m e  of hearing a shot  go over ,  but  I never heard any-
th ing .  W e  had a q u i t e  a few new people a t  t h e  time. 

Q Now, a t  t h i s  meeting, what was t h e  dec is ion?  Who . 
w a s  going t o  c ross  f i r s t ?  

A. My squad was going t o  c ross  f i r s t  and secure t h e  
o t h e r  s i d e  f o r  t h e  r e s t  of t h e  platoon t o  come across .  

Q Do you remember i f  t h e r e  was any s tandard  proce-
dure regarding support  f i r e  from any o t h e r  weapon, gunship, 
mortar ,  o r  a r t i l l e r y ?  

A .  Not a t  t h a t  t ime, sir.  

Q. You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  whether t h e r e  was a mortar 
p repara t ion  with f i v e  rounds and t h r e e  duds? 

A. Yes, s i r ,  t h a t  i s  r i g h t ,  t h a t  i s  r i g h t .  

Q A couple rounds should have detonated. Did you 
see  those? 

A. Y e s .  They h i t  a l i t t l e  t o o  f a r  and went on t h e  
o t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q. What did? 
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A. The round. 

Q - They d i d  h i t  on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. I think they  d i d  l and  on t h e  beach. I am n o t  s u r e  
of t h a t .  

Q I t ' s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h e  duds were o u t  t h e r e  on t h e  
beach, from one of t h e  wi tnesses  who found them o u t  t h e r e .  
You do r e c a l l  whether t h e r e  was a mortar p repara t ion?  

A. Y e s .  When you mentioned t h e r e  were duds, I remem-
b e r  somebody n o t  p u l l i n g  t h e  s a f e t y  p i n s  o f f  of them. 

Q. Now, t h e s e  rounds t h a t  you say--you b e l i e v e  landed 
on t h e  beach? 

A.  Yes, s i r ,  I be l i eve  t h a t .  

Q. Could you s e e  them o r  was it j u s t  sound? 

A. J u s t  sound. 

Q Did you n o t i c e  t h a t  t h e  mortar FO w a s  up t h e r e  o r  
d i d  you see  him o r  hea r  him c a l l  i n  f o r  mortar f i r e ?  

A.  No. I was b r i e f i n g  my men on what we were going 
t o  do on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  and who was going where. 

Q. A t  p o i n t  2 a t  t h e  t ime t h a t  squad conference was 
going on wi th  t h e  p la toon l e a d e r s ,  was t h a t  t h e  p lace  where 
you f i r s t  observed t h e  mortars o r  d i d  it happen a f t e r  you 
moved forward from t h e r e ?  

A.  I t h i n k  i t  w a s  a f t e r  I moved back t o  my squad. 

Q. Which would have been up t h e r e  on t h e  r i v e r ?  

A .  Yes, s i r .  

Q a Your squad was deployed along t h e  r i v e r ?  

A. Right. 

Q From t h e r e  could you s e e  ac ross  t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  
c l e a r l y ?  
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A. A l l  we could s e e  on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  was brush,  and 
on t h e  r i g h t  and l e f t  it was maybe 30 f e e t  of l i g h t  brush 
and then  heavy brush ,  and then  t h i s  extended f o r  maybe 50 
yards ,  a mangrove swamp. 

Q You decided how you were going t o  c ross  and your
squad was going t o  lead  ac ross?  

A .  Right . 
& And t hen  what happened? 

A .  We moved o u t  and got  on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  and s e t  up 
a defens ive  per imeter  around t h e  br idge  fac ing  i n  toward--
away from t h e  water .  And a f t e r  we secured it on t h a t  s i d e  
and could cover t h e  platoon coming a c r o s s ,  they  came across  
and s t a r t e d  moving through us a s  soon a s  they g o t  ac ross .  

Q g  The p o i n t  group moved across  f i r s t ,  d i d n ' t  they? 

A. They moved across  with us and waited wi th  us u n t i l  
t h e  r e s t  of t h e  platoon came ac ross .  

Q. Let  me ask you a couple of ques t ions .  Do you re-
c a l l  a machinegun being placed i n  p o s i t i o n  on t h e  west bank 
o r  t h e  west s i d e  of  t h e  r i v e r  and f i r i n g ?  

A. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  a machinegun f i r i n g .  We were going 
t o  w a i t  t o  s e e  i f  we rece ived  anything f i r s t ,  i f  I can r e c a l l .  

Q D o  you r e c a l l  t h e  purpose of t h e  machinegun f i r i n g .
Was it t o  f i r e  on t h e  br idge  f o r  t h e  e l imina t ion  of mines and 
booby t r a p s  and a l s o  on t h e  approaches t o  t h e  o t h e r  s i d e ?  

A. I t  was a concre te  br idge .  

Q- What about t h e  deck? 

A. It was concre te ,  too .  

Q.  N o ,  e a r t h  over t h e  t o p  of i t ?  

A. No, sir.  

Q. So t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of mines on t h a t  br idge  was not  
t h e r e ?  
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A. No, sir. On t h e  approaches, y e s ,  bu t  n o t  on t h e  
br idge i t s e l f .  

Q But you d i s t i n c t l y  r e c a l l  a machinegun going i n -
t o  p o s i t i o n ?  

A. I t  never f i r e d  a s  f a r  as I know. I c a n ' t  remember 
it f i r i n g .  

Q Where w a s  t h e  p o i n t  group when t h i s  meeting was 
held? They had n o t  c rossed ,  had they? 

A. I don ' t  t h i n k  s o ,  s i r .  I c a n ' t  remember d e f i n i t e -
l y .  They usua l ly  were very much on t h e i r  own unless  t h e r e  
was something important  l i k e  t h i s .  And I would say they were 
c l o s e  t o  us ,  bu t  I c a n ' t  remember. 

Q. Who was your machinegunner? 

A. MILUS, I t h i n k ,  sir. 

Q - Who was t h e  machinegunner i n  t h e  o t h e r  squad? 

A. I can 't remember who he was. 

Q. You moved across  t h e  br idge with your squad l e a d e r ,  
t h e  p o i n t  squad l e a d e r ,  followed by your platoon and f o l -
lowed by t h e  o t h e r  p la toon,  

Q. W e  a r e  going t o  go t o  Exhib i t  P-217 and no te  i n  
more d e t a i l  t h e  l o c a t i o n s  of t h e  squad and t h e  movement a f t e r  
you reached t h e  br idge.  You say your squad w a s  on t h e  nor th  
s i d e ,  i s  t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A .  No, we moved more i n  on t h e  r i g h t .  

Q. Your squad l e d  o f f  f i r s t ?  

A. Right ,  s i r .  

Q . A l l  s e t  up over here?  

A .  Right ,  t h e r e ,  about r i g h t  l i k e  t h i s  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  . 
Q You a r e  secur ing  i n  t h i s  d i r e c t i o n ,  eastward? 
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A .  - Right ,  sir .  

Q This i s  a very d i f f i c u l t  s c a l e .  
w rrd,: 

A .  W e  were r i g h t  o f f  t h 4  end of t h e  b r i d g e ,  

Q The r e s t  of t h e  platoon came across  and moved 
through your squad, is  t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A .  That i s  c o r r e c t .  

Q What d i r e c t i o n  d i d  they go? 

Down about r i g h t  l i k e  t h i s  ( ind$$ating).
' <  

They d i d n ' t  go down t h i s  way, dbwn by t h e  water?  

A. No, sir.  There was a lit of .  brushYfin t h e r e  and they 
came around .-the brush. 

I 

Q Describe t o  me what t h e  t e r r a i n  condi t ions  were 
over  he re  a s  you l e f t  t h e  br idge .  Could you e o  s t r a i g h t  and 
go on a path down t h e  beach? I I-

A. No, sir ,  t h e  path came here  and curved r i g h t .  

Q. You a r e  t a l k i n g  about a width hexe of  300 o r  400 
meters ac ross?  

A. That was approximately 50 o r  60  ya rds ,  and t h e  
t r a i l  curved t o  t h e  r i g h t .  

, . 

Q. I t  would have been more t o  t h e  c e n t e r  of t h a t  small  
peninsula? 

A. It w a s  more o r  l e s s  50 meters ,  and t h e n  curving i n  
l i k e  t h i s ,  and it was q u i t e  of b i t  of heavy.!'-brush. 

Q You a r e  saying t h a t  t h i s  ran  genera l ly  something
l i k e  t h i s  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) ,  curving? 

A. More o r  l e s s .  

Q Then where d i d  it go? 

APP T-374 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

A .  The v i l l a g e  i n  t h e r e .  

Q This  was t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A .  Right ,  l i k e  t h i s .  There were high banks and sand 
dunes i n  here .  

Q You had a r idge  down here  on t h e  r i g h t ?  

Right. 

Q Could you give me an i d e a  of what you considered 
the v i l l a g e  i n  here? 

A.  Something l i k e  t h i s  ( ind ica t ing)  . 
Q. Come.back over t h i s  way? 

A.  About l i k e  t h i s  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) ,  a few s c a t t e r e d  
hootches over here.  

Q How many hootches do you t h i n k  were i n  t h i s  v i l -
lage? 

A .  Approximately 40 t o  50 .  

Q I t  was a good-size v i l l a g e ?  

A .  Y e s .  

Q There were t h a t  many? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q - This  t r a i l  went i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  r i g h t ?  

A .  Right. 

Q Did it t a k e  an abrupt  r i g h t ?  

A .  I t  angled l i k e  t h i s  and broke off  t o  one hootch 
over  here  i n  t h e  t r e e  l i n e .  

Q It went i n  l i k e  t h i s  and t h e r e  w a s  another  t r a i l  
over here? 
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A. Yes. I ' d  say l i k e  t h i s ,  and t h e r e  was a l i t t l e  
hootch over here ( ind ica t ing)  . 

Right here? 

A .  Yes. 

Q You stayed a t  t h e  br idge? 

A. Right,  sir .  

Q What was i t ?  Was t h e r e  any ac t ion  tak ing  place a t  
t h a t  time? 

A. After  t h e  platoon got o u t  of s i g h t  around here  
( i n d i c a t i n g ) ,  I heard what sounded l i k e  shoot ing over  my head. 

Q. Coming back i n  your d i r e c t i o n ?  

A. I n  our d i r e c t i o n .  

Q Had t h e  whole platoon moved forward a t  t h a t  time? 

A .  Everybody bu t  my squad, we were s t i l l  securing 
t h e  br idge.  

Q Was MILUS s t i l l  with you o r  d i d  he go with t h e  
po in t?  

A. He went i n  with t h e  po in t .  We kep t  him with t h e  
po in t  a t  t h i s  time. 

Q And t h e  remainder of t h e  platoon moved i n t o  t h e  
v i l l a g e ?  

A.  I c a n ' t  be su re  i f  they were i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  o r  
no t  when t h e  f i r i n g  opened. I could no t  s e e  them from my 
pos i t ion .  

Q When d id  you f i r s t  know a v i l l a g e  was t h e r e ?  

A .  After  I came forward and t h e  platoon was consol i -
dated t o  move on up i n  here ( ind ica t ing)  . 
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Q You remained t h e r e  whi le  t h e  p la toon moved i n t o  
t h e  v i l l a g e .  Were you c a l l e d  forward a t  some time o r  d i d  you 
j u s t  pick up and move forward? 

A. They s e n t  somebody back and t o l d  us t o  move up. 
They were g e t t i n g  ready t o  move o u t .  

Q When you moved forward, d i d  you fol low t h e  same 
t r a i l  t h a t  t h e  platoon followed? 

A. Yes. 

Q And you mentioned a t r a i l  going t o  t h e  south be-
f o r e  you went i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  where a h u t  w a s  t h e r e ?  

A. Right.  

Q Was t h e r e  any a c t i o n  a t  t h a t  po in t?  

A. At t h e  hut? 

Q Yes. 

A .  Not t h a t  I know o f .  Nobody had gone over  t h e r e  
u n t i l  I--

Q . ( In te rpos ing)  Did you do t h i s  whi le  you were mov- ' 

i ng  i n t o  the village? 

A.m Right.  I thought they may have missed o r  some-
t h i n g  l i k e  t h i s .  I t 's  i n  deep. You c o u l d n ' t  s e e  it very 
we l l .  

Q . Was anything t h e r e ?  

A. No, s ir .  

Q A s  you moved i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  d id  you encounter 
any r e s i s t a n c e ?  

A. None a t  all, 1 would say t h i s  w a s  an hour t o  an 
hour and a h a l f  l a t e r .  

Q. What was an hour l a t e r ?  
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A.  When we moved i n .  

Q You mean you s t ayed  a t  t h e  br idge  f o r  an hour and 
a h a l f ?  

A.  Approximately an hour and a h a l f .  

Q =  Was t h e  f i r i n g  going on t h e r e  a l l  of t h a t  t ime? 

A.  Yes, s ir .  Most of it w a s  from our  men. When t h e  
f i r i n g  s t a r t e d  and t h e  sho t s  came over  our  heads,  t h e n  we re-
turned  f i r e .  

Q Who did?  

A. The 1st Pla taon,  our  p la toon.  

Q How about your squad? Was it r e t u r n i n g  f i r e ?  

A .  No, sir.  Our platoon was between us and where we 
thought  t h e  f i r e  was coming from. 

Q Now, as  you went i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  could you s e e  
t h e  combat t h e r e ?  

A. Yes, sir.  There were a few people l y i n g  up t h e r e  
on t h a t  r idge  l i n e .  There were two o r  t h r e e  t h a t  I could 
see .  I d i d n ' t  go too  f q r .  I s t ayed  about he re  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  . 
Q. This  r idge  l i n e  is about h e r e .  Is t h i s  where 
you th ink  you saw t h e  people? 

A. Right.  

Q, YOU s a w  bow mapy? 

A. I can 't be s u r e ,  two o r  t h r e e .  

Q Were they dead? 

A. As f a r  a s  I could t e l l ,  sir.  They were n o t  moving. 

Q Were they male o r  female? 

A. I c o u l d n ' t  t e l l ,  they  were t o o  f a r .  They were 
l y i n g  face  down. 
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Q. How f a r  away were you? 

A. About 125 yards .  

Q- What e l s e  d i d  you see? 

A. They had been using charges on some of t h e  she l -
t e r s  here  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) ,  t h e  bomb s h e l t e r s .  I s a w  q u i t e  a 
few of them had been wrecked with explos ives .  

Q The bunkers? 

A. - Yes, sir.  

Q Were they bunkers o r  tunnels?  

A. They were smal l  bunkers. 

Q How could you t e l l  they were j u s t  demolished? 

A. They looked f r e s h ,  and some of them s t i l l  had 
smoke i n  them. 

Q. What about i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  d i d  you s e e  any bod-
i e s  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. I d i d n ' t  go too  f a r  i n .  

Q, How f a r  i n  d id  you go? 

A. Approximately 25 or 30 ya rds ,  something l i k e  t h a t .  

Q What about t h e  h u t s ,  t h e  40 o r  50 h u t s  t h a t  were 
i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  What was t h e i r  condi t ion?  

A. A t  t h e  time t h e r e  w a s  n o t  much damage t o  them. 

Q So t h e r e  were a few of them burning? 

A. Yes. 

Q Most of t h e  damage done a t  t h a t  time was done 
with t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  of bunkers? 

A. Right ,  sir. 
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Q - This  was f a i r l y  ex tens ive .  Did it cover most of  
t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. It cove.red most of what I saw. 

Q This  was i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q. Would you say t h a t  most of t h e  bunkers were de-
s t royed?  

A. I would have t o  say most, because I d i d n ' t  s e e  a l l  
of them. 

Q I put  s e v e r a l  e n t r i e s  on t h i s  photograph (Exhibi t  
P-168) without  numbers, b u t  arrows po in t ing  t o  them. One 
e n t r y  shows t h e  platoon moving i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  over  t h e  
path o r  t h e  t r a i l  t h a t  was descr ibed by t h e  wi tness .  An-
o t h e r  annota t ion  shows a d o t t e d  l i n e  d e l i n e a t i n g  t h e  a r e a  
i n  which I be l i eve  t h e  v i l l a g e  was loca ted  and with an e n t r y  
t h e r e  of 40  t o  50 huts .  An X marks t h e  l o c a t i o n  of two 
o r  t h r e e  dead on t h e  h i l l ;  sex  unknown. This observat ion 
was made a t  about 125 yards.  Another arrow p o i n t s  t o  
i n s i d e  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  with most bunkers destroyed on t h e  ar -
r i v a l  of t h e  wi tness '  squad i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

(Exhibi t  P-168 when annotated by wi tness  i s  
en te red  i n t o  evidence as  Exh ib i t  P-228.) 

A. Bunkers were s t i l l  smoking. 

Q Did you see  any bodies i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  a t  a l l ?  

A .  Not i n  t h e  a rea  t h a t  I could s e e  from where I 
was s tanding .  

Q. You were on t h e  nor th  s i d e  of t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Yes. 

Q Did you g e t  as  f a r  as t h e  c e n t r a l  p a r t ?  

A. No. 
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Q I f  you t h i n k  t h e r e  were 40 t o  50 h u t s  i n  t h e r e ,  
how many do you t h i n k  you saw? 

A. Probably 1 0  o r  15 a t  t h e  most. 

Q =  You saw about 2 5  percent  of t h e  b u i l d i n g  i n  
t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Right. 

Q And t h a t  would i n d i c a t e  t h a t  you saw about 25  per-
cent  of t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A.  Right.  

Q. And i n  t h a t  25  pe rcen t  of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  you d i d  
n o t  s e e  any bodies? 

A. Right,  sir. 

Q Could you t e l l  anything about t h e  methods used i n  
t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  of t h e  bunkers? 

A. A s  f a r  as I r e c a l l ,  no. One of t h e  people would 
guard t h e  ent rance  whi le  t h e  o t h e r  ran up and threw a s t i c k  
of TNT with a b l a s t i n g  cap i n t o  t h e  ho le ,  and they  would 
lob t h a t  i n  and run back. 

Q. What about f r a g  grenades? 

A. They wouldnt t have t h e  e f f e c t  of a pound of TNT. 

Q What you a r e  desc r ib ing  t o  me i s  a demoli t ion 
procedure? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q - D o  you th ink  t h a t  i s  what they were doing? Do 
you be l i eve  anybody was i n  those  bunkers? 

A. I cou ldn ' t  t e l l  you about t h a t ,  s i r .  I d i d n ' t  
hear  anything,  and I d i d n ' t  s e e  anything. 

Q. Did you look i n t o  any of t h e  bunkers? 
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A. NO,  sir.  

Q Did they have much demolit ion? 

A. We usual ly  c a r r i e d  q u i t e  a b i t  of it with us f o r  
blowing up mines, booby t r a p s ,  and dud rounds. We c a r r i e d  
from 20 t o  40 pounds of TNT, b l a s t i n g  caps ,  and fuzes .  

Q Are you t a l k i n g  about the,  platoon? 

A.  Right.  

Q .  You observed theseabunkers rand you know how they  
were cons t ruc ted .  Are you t e l l i n g  me a pound of TNT is  
going t o  demolish a bunker? 

A. It w i l l  open it up a ' l i t t l e  b i t  a t  t h e  top .  ~ l l  
they d i d  was make it l i k e  a vee and l a y  poles  around it, 
and then  throw some g rave l  and d i x t  over  it i n  t h e  th ickness  
of 2 o r  3 inches .  The explos ives  had enough fo rce  t o  l i f t  
it up a t  t imes.  

Q A s  you say ,  it d id  a p r e t t y  good job on t h e s e  
bunkers? 

A. Yes. 

Q Most of them were caved i n ?  

A. I ' d  say a t  l e a s t  three-quar ters  of t h e  ones t h a t  
I saw were. 

Q You t h i n k  they  were us ing  one block? 

A. Yes. 

Q Did you note  what t h e  procedure was i n  a t t a c k i n g  
t h e  bunkers where t h e r e  may be noncombatants? 

A. Before t h i s  we never a t t acked  a bunker. I f  we 
found one, we would go i n  and check it o u t ,  of course ,  very 
c a r e f u l l y .  And i f  it had any m i l i t a r y  value bes ide  being 
a family s h e l t e r ,  then we would blow it. 
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Q. These t h a t  you saw, d i d  t hey  have any m i l i t a r y  
va lue  ? 

A. I c o u l d n t t  say.  I d i d n ' t  s e e  i n s i d e .  I have 
been i n s i d e  q u i t e  a few and they  looked normal on t h e  ou t -
s i d e ,  b u t  u s u a l l y  it was an e n t r a n c e  t o  a l a r g e r  t u n n e l .  

Q Did anybody go i n t o  t h e s e ?  

A. Not t h a t  I know of .  

Q They were n o t  searched  o u t ?  

A. No. 

Q. Do you know i f  any a t t e m p t  was made t o  f i n d  i f  
t h e r e  were any people  i n s i d e ?  

A. A couple  of t i m e s  I hea rd  somebody h o l l e r  i n t o  
t h e  h o l e ,  b u t  t h a t  w a s  it. 

Q What were they  say ing?  

A.  They were t a l k i n g  i n  Engl i sh  t o  g e t  someone o u t ,  
and I t h i n k  they  used " d i  d i  mau," which means come o u t .  

Q Did you hea r  any e x t e n s i v e  machinegun f i r i n g
going on up t h e r e ?  

I hea rd  s h o r t  b u r s t s ,  n o t  any long  ones .  

Q Did you see t h e  l o c a t i o n  o f . t h e  machinegun? 

A. I c a n ' t  remember it, s i r .  

Q Did you s e e  where Lieu tenant  WILLINGHAM w a s  l o -
ca t ed?  

A.  No, s i r .  He came over  by me and t h a t  was t h e  
f i r s t  I saw of him i n  one hour and a h a l f .  I s a w  him r i g h t  
about  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  where we s topped and where we en-
t e r e d  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q You had j u s t  come up from t h e  b r i d g e  upon en-
t e r i n g  t h e  v i l l a g e .  Is t h a t  when you saw him? 
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A.  Right.  

Q. Was h i s  r a d i o  opera to r  with him? Do you remem-
b e r  see ing  FEFWANDEZ? 

A .  I canrt remember him being with him, s i r .  

Q Did you see  him t h a t  morning? 

A .  .,F&RNANDEZ was t h e r e ,  yes ,  s ir .  

Q Do you remember what time it was t h a t  you moved 
i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. I Id say approximately 1000 hours.  

Q When you moved i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A .  When I moved i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  I ' d  say it was a-
bout 1100 o r  1130, because t h e  men were g e t t i n g  hungry. 

Q. You th ink  t h a t  t h e  platoon took t h e  v i l l a g e  under--
o r  began t o  sweep through t h e  v i l l a g e  a t  1000? 

A. Yes. 

Q - And you moved i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  one and a h a l f  
hours l a t e r ?  

A. Yes. 

Q Did you s e e  any resupply come i n  about t h e  t ime 
you w e r e  ready t o  e a t ?  

A. I remember a chopper coming i n ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  know 
what it de l ive red .  We were ,somewhere along i n  h e r e  ( ind i -
c a t i n g )  and about t h e  t i m e  w e  g o t  t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  they landed 
r i g h t  about i n  here .  

Q When d id  you say you saw t h i s ?  

A. . A s  soon as  we s t a r t e d  mo,ving i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q You d i d n ' t  s ee  what they took o f f  of  i t ?  
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A. N o ,  sir. 

Q. YOU t h i n k  he landed? You d i d  s e e  him come i n ?  

A. I Id say r i g h t  he re  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  . I c a n ' t  be s u r e .  

Q I j u s t  annotated t h e  approximate a r e a  of t h e  
chopper landing.  

What w a s  your funct ion  then  a f t e r  you go t  i n t o  
t h e  v i l l a g e ?  You were up i n  t h e  nor th  end of t h e  v i l l a g e .  
What happened a f t e r  t h a t ?  

A. We formed up and moved. o u t  with t h e  p o i n t  i n  
t h e  f r o n t  and my squad next  and t h e  CP behind my squad. 

Q Where d i d  you go? 

A.  We moved n o r t h  out  of the v i l l a g e .  We moved back 
toward the  b r idge  along a pa th ,  almost over  on t h e  western 
s i d e  of t h e  i s l a n d .  

Q And t h e n  what happened? 

A .  On t h e  way up, we stopped and we came t o  a p lace  
where we could no t  s e e  too  f a r  and h i t  a pa th .  We reconned 
by f i r e  wi th  t h e  M 1 6  and moved forward, checking out  any 
l i k e l y  a reas  f o r  a n i g h t  l a a g e r .  

Q - You moved a l l  t h e  way--it was a recon by f i r e  a l l  
t h e  way up t h e r e ?  

A. We came t o  q u i t e  a few places  where t h e r e  were a 
few dips  and r i s e s  i n  t h e  l and ,  and we had dropped M-79's and 
f i r e  i n  t h e r e .  And we came t o  where a brush covered t h e  
t r a i l  and we used machinegun and M-79. 

Q You were f i r i n g  a t  t e r r a i n  then ,  weren' t you? 

A. Right. 

Q Did you ever  b r ing  any l i v i n g  a reas  o r  houses 
under f i r e ?  

A.  Not a t  t h a t  t ime,  s i r .  
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Q - ,  When w a s  it done be fo re  t h i s ?
,,& 

I n  here  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  . I 'm p r e t t y  s u r e  it was and 
we d id  f i r e  a t  bunkers and houses. I c a n ' t  be p o s i t i v e .  
The men t o l d  me they received f i r e  from t h i s  r idge  and they  
had seen people running along t o  t h e  n o r t h .  

Q. Who t o l d  you t h i s ?  

A.  The men t h a t  had been i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q How many people were running? 

A.  I d i d n ' t  hear  any number given.  

Q Were they male, o r  female,  o r  what? 

A. I t  w a s  too  f a r  away from them t o  see .  They j u s t  
s a i d  they  saw people running and t h e r e  was f i r e  coming from 
t h a t  a rea .  

LTC NOLL: What time of day d i d  you depar t  t h i s  a rea?  

A. I would say around 1200 o r  1215,  a f t e r  everybody 
had e a t e n  and go t  ready t o  leave .  

Q w  Did you e a t  i n s i d e  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A.  No, s ir .  We s e t  up a per imeter .  

Q Did you t a l k  t o  t h e  people i n  t h e  f i r s t  squad 
whi le  you were i n  t h e r e ?  

A. I t a l k e d  t o  a few people ,  yes .  

Q Did they descr ibe  what went on i n  t h e r e  t h a t  
morning? 

A. I go t  t h e  d e s c r i p t i o n  of t h e  people t h a t  were i n  
t h e r e ,  t h e  people f i r i n g .  

Q Did they  say anything about t h e  t o t a l  body- count? 

A. Not a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  sir.  They s a i d  they  d i d n ' t  
know what it was. 
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Q Did they make an es t ima te  then  o r  l a t e r  on? 

A .  They were es t ima t ing ,  but  I thought  it was high.  
I t  seems l i k e  they were exaggerat ing.  They s a i d  as  high as  
1 5 0  a t  one t i m e  and they were inc luding  men, women, and c h i l -
dren. And t h a t  v i l l a g e  would no t  have he ld  more than  175, 
and I doubt if t h e r e  was t h a t  many people i n  it. 

Q What were they basing t h e i r  approximation on? 

A. Guess work, sir. 

Q. Do you remember anyone t h a t  made such an es t imate?  

A. No, s i r ,  I don' t .  I t  was j u s t  l i t t l e  t h i n g s  t h a t  
I remember. 

Q When you were back a t  t h e  b r idge ,  d i d  you have 
r a d i o  communications t o  t h e  headquarters?  

A. N o ,  s ir .  

. Q - Did you s e e  any people assembled i n  t h i s  v i l l a g e  
be fo re  you got  ready t o  leave?  

A.  No, s i r ,  I d i d n ' t  s e e  anyone. 

Q Nobody a t  a l l ?  

A.  No, s i r .  

COL W I L S O N :  I want t o  go over  some . l ,og. , reportsi n  E x h i b i t  
M - 1 6 ,  and I want you t o  t e l l  me, i f  you can ,  a l l  you know 
about them. 

A t  0 9 5 5  B Company repor ted  t o  Task Force Barker 
t h a t  i n  t h e  a r e a  of t h e  1st Pla toon,  across  t h e  r i v e r ,  1 2  
VC were k i l l e d .  . Now, according t o  your e s t i m a t e ,  a t  approx-
imately o r  somewhere around t h a t  time i s  when t h e  p la toon 
en te red  t h a t  v i l l a g e .  

A. Right ,  sir.  

Q Do you r e c a l l  anything being s a i d  about 12 VC 
being k i l l e d  about t h e  time t h e  platoon went i n  t h e r e ?  
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A.  No, sir.  They j u s t  s t a t e d  t h a t  t hey  had k i l l e d  
people i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  and t h a t  i s  when I had gone up. 

Q That was l a t e r ?  

A. R igh t ,  s i r .  

Q That r e p o r t  w a s  made. I t  must have come from t h e  
1st Platoon? 

A. R igh t ,  s i r .  

Q A t  1025, 30 minutes l a t e r ,  ano ther  r e p o r t  was sub-
m i t t e d  which s a i d  18 VC were k i l l e d .  Now, we a r e  t a l k i n g  
about  30 VC k i l l e d ,  and. it' appears  t h a t  t h e  coo rd ina t e s  a r e  
l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  same p l a c e .  This  i s  g e t t i n g  t o  where your 
p la toon  i s  about an hour away, be fo re  you g e t  i n  t h e r e ,  and 
I wonder what happened t o  t h o s e  30 VC t h a t  were k i l l e d ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know, un less  a l l  of them were on t h a t  
r i d g e .  But i n  t h e  a r e a  t h a t  I could s e e ,  I d i d  no t  s e e  any 
bodies .  

Q. I n  t h e  a r ea  of t h e  v i l l a g e  t h a t  you could s e e ,  
you d i d  n o t  s e e  any bodies?  

A. Nc,  s i r .  

Q The only ones t h a t  you saw were up on t h a t  r i d g e  
l i n e ?  

A.  Yes, s ir .  

Q. Could you s e e  from t h e  br idge--s ince it w a s  h igh 
and probably t h e  vege ta t i on  w a s  n o t  there--could you s e e  
what was going on up t h e r e  on t h a t  r i dge?  

A. N o ,  s i r .  I could no t  s e e  t h e  r i d g e  from my pos i -
t i o n .  There were t r e e s  between me and t h e  r i d g e .  

Q - A l l  r i g h t .  Now, you e s t i m a t e  t h a t  you depar ted  
t h a t  a r e a ,  p o i n t  3 on Exh ib i t  P-217. When you l e f t  t h e  
v i l l a g e ,  you a r e  e s t ima t ing  what t ime? 

A .  I ' d  e s t i m a t e  between 1 2 0 0  and 1230. 
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Q And you had received a  resupply by t h a t  t ime? 

A. The chopper d i d  come i n .  

Q Do you remember g e t t i n g  any water?  

A.  This  i s  t h e  way w e  were g e t t i n g  resupp l i ed  a t  
t h e  t i m e .  I had t h r e e  canteens.  I d i d n ' t  need any water  
a t  t h a t  t i m e .  I t  was too  e a r l y  i n  t h e  mission t o  need it. 

Q And you moved nor th  around 1200 o r  1230? 

A. ' 1I.d say approximately 1215 a t  t h e  l a t e s t .  

Q And moved on a recon by f i r e ?  

Right ,  sir.  

Q And you moved up t h e  peninsula  t h e r e  u n t i l  you 
h i t  your l a a g e r  a r e a  f o r  t h a t  n i g h t ,  i s  t h a t  r i g h t ?  

A.  Right.  

Q. - A t  1420, B Company, according t o  Exh ib i t  M - 1 6 ,  
r epor ted  t o  Task Force Barker t h a t  i n  t h e  ge-neral  a r e a  ou t  
t h e r e  on t h e  peninsula  t h e r e  were e i g h t  VC k i l l e d .  Did 
you run i n t o  another  f i r e  f i g h t  o r  have any .more con tac t  
when you l e f t  t h a t  v i l l a g e ?  

A .  Not t h a t  I r e c a l l .  A l l  I r e c a l l  is  t h e  recon by 
f i r e .  And I was going t o  say it seemed we d i d n ' t  leave 
~e v i l l a g e  t h a t  l a t e ,  t h a t  they could have counted more 
bodies dur ing  t h a t  t i m e .  

Q Where'do you t h i n k  they counted t h e s e  e i g h t
bodies? 

A .  I don ' t  remember any a d d i t i o n a l  bodies  a t  t h a t  
time. We d i d n ' t  have any more contac t  t h e  r e s t  of t h a t  
day a f t e r  we l e f t  t h e  v i l l a g e .  
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Q. Well,  you d o n ' t  remember h e a r i n g  any communications 
going back and f o r t h  on body count  o r  any th ing  l i k e  t h a t ?  

A. No, s ir .  

(MR WALSH e n t e r e d  t h e  hea r ing .  ) 

Q .  I b e l i e v e  you s a i d  t h a t  t h e s e  were e s t i m a t e s .  
Was t h a t  your  q u e s t i o n ,  Colonel  NOLL? 

LTC NOLL: Y e s ,  s i r .  I asked him i f  h e  hea rd  any t a l k  a-
bout  what t h e  p l a toon  had done i n  t h e r e  and i f  t h e r e  were 
any e s t i m a t e s  on t h e  body count?  

A. And I s a i d  t hey  had been ex t remely  h i g h  es t i -
mates,  more than  I thought  t hey  probably go t .  L i k e  t h e  ac-
t i o n  we were i n  i n  February,  we heard  t h a t  w e  had k i l l e d  
upwards of 200 VC K I A .  And they  c r e d i t e d  us  w i t h  70 a t  t h e  
end of t h e  a c t i o n ,  t hey  c u t  it down t h a t  f a r ,  

COL WILSON: And as you moved up t h e  . p e n i n s u l a ,  do you r e -
c a l l  s e e i n g  a s w i f t  boa t  coming i n  with some sampans be ing  
escor'ced? 

A - N o ,  s i r .  W e  d i d n ft g e t  near--wai t  a minute+ Y e s ,  
s i r ,  i f  I remember correctl-y s w i f t  b o a t s  c a l l e d  us up t o  
meet them on t h e  beach. That  w a s  i n  t h e  . a r e a  where we 
l a a g e r e d  t h a t  n i g h t .  They brought  some sampans i n ,  and w e  
ques t ioned  t h e n  and brought  i n  a h e l i c o p t e r  t o  t a k e  them o u t .  

Q Take who ou t?  

A.  The VC p r i s o n e r s  o u t .  

Q How many? 

A. VC s u s p e c t s .  I doubt  i f  it w a s  more than  10 i f  
it was i n  our  n i g h t  l a a g e r  p o s i t i o n .  

Q Are you p o i n t i n g  o u t  where t h e  s w i f t  b o a t s  came 
i n  o r  t h e  n i g h t  l a a g e r ?  

A. I t ' s  a lmost  e x a c t l y  t h e  same a r e a .  

Q H e  conf i rms t h e  l a a g e r .  
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This was repor ted  as  f a r  as  t h e  l o g  (Exhibi t  M-16) 
was concerned, and they s a i d  between 1600 and 1700 a Navy 
s w i f t  boat  s i g h t e d  1 0  sampans, d i r e c t e d  6 t o  t h e  c o a s t ,  and 
ran them over  t o  Task Force Barker,  t o  t h e  1st Platoon.  Do 
you remember Vietnamese National  Policeman i n t e r r o g a t o r s  
coming i n ?  

A .  Not a t  t h a t  time. 

Q Did somebody come out  t h e r e  t o  s e p a r a t e  t h e s e  
people? 

A. Right ,  r i g h t .  Yes, s i r ,  they came - o u t .  I t h i n k  
t h e r e  were two of them and they quest ioned them, and l e f t  two 
o r  four  go. These t h r e e  o r  four  took t h e  boa t s  with them. 

Q Did t h e  Vietnamese i n t e r p r e t e r s  s t a y  o u t  t h e r e  
o r  d i d  they go back? 

A.  They went back. 

Q How many were t h e r e ,  do you know? 

A * .  I t h i n k  two. 

Q Did you s e e  them i n t e r r o g a t e  anybody? 

A .  y e s ,  sir. 

Q Did you s e e  them m i s t r e a t  anybody? 

A .  No, s ir .  

Q. How many sampans were t h e r e ?  

A .  I can'  t remember. 

Q Exhib i t  P-66, have you ever  seen e i t h e r  one of 
those two Vietnamese s o l d i e r s ?  

A .  They look as  though they may have been with us a t  
one t ime,  b u t  they were not  w i t h  t h e  s w i f t  boats .  

Q. You d o n ' t  remember them? 

A .  No, no t  t h a t  many. 
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Q .  E x h i b i t  P-22, have you e v e r  s een  one of  t h o s e  two 
s o l d i e r s ?  

A. I c a n ' t  remember them. 

Q. E x h i b i t  P-21? 

A. They d o n t t  even look l i k e  t h e y  were n e a r  t h e  s p o t  
t h a t  w e  s e l e c t e d .  

Q. I a m  a sk ing  about t h e  people?  

A. No, s i r .  

Q A t  t h e  t i m e  t h a t  you moved n o r t h  from t h e  v i l l a g e  
t h a t  morning, do you r e c a l l  i f  t h e  p o i n t  had any Vietnamese 
preced ing  them? 

A. No, s i r .  

Q . You didn ',t s e e  a Vietnamese woman o u t  there wi th  
TAYLOR? 

A. Tha t  i s  r i g h t .  H e  r e l e a s e d  h e r  t h e  n e x t  day b e f o r e  
h e  g o t  h u r t .  W e  had h e r  wi th  us a l l  n i g h t .  

Q Where d i d  she  come from? 

A. I t h i n k  she  came from t h e  v i l l a g e .  I c a n ' t  t e l l  
you t h a t  f o r  s u r e ,  

Q Was she moving v o l u n t a r i l y  o r  w a s  s h e  be ing  
fo rced?  

A .  She w a s  n o t  be ing  fo rced .  They had h e r  hands 
t i e d  s o  s h e  cou ldnV ' tg e t  away from them, b u t  t h e y  were n o t  
m i s t r e a t i n g  h e r  i n  any way. 

Q I t ' s  been s t a t e d  t h a t  sh.e was on a rope? 

A. They had h e r  hands t i e d  behind h e r  back s o  s h e  
couldn 't run .  

Q And at tach.ed t o  what? 

A. The rope around h e r  hand. 
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Q Was t h i s  done t h e  n e x t  morning? Was t h e  same 
procedure  used a s  they  moved back? 

A .  Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. She s t a y e d  i n  t h e  l a a g e r  a r e a  t h a t  n i g h t ?  

A .  Y e s .  

Q Were t h e r e  any o t h e r  Vietnamese women? 

A. I remember h e r  now, because TAYLOR s a i d  t h a t  h e  
w a s  going t o  marry h e r ,  and h e  d i d  s h a r e  h i s  r a t i o n s  w i t h  
h e r .  

Q H e  f e d  h e r ?  

A .  Y e s , .  s ir .  

Q Before  w e  go on t o  t h e  n e x t  day,  o r  b e f o r e - - l e t  me 
s a y  t h a t  w e  have had o f f i c i a l  r e p o r t s  du r ing  t h e  t i m e  on 
t h e  day t h a t  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  occur red  t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e  38  VC 
KIA. And we have had people  t h a t  have gone i n t o  t h a t  v i l l age - -
n o t  hearsay--but t h a t  have seen  from 15 t o  20 d e s c r i b e d  a s  
women and c h i l d r e n  t h e r e .  And I wonder where t h e s e  people  
were t h a t  were k i l l e d  i n  t h i s  v i l l a g e .  

A. W e l l ,  I never  saw any bodies  e x c e p t  t h e  people  
t h a t  I po in t ed  o u t  on t h e  r i d g e ,  b u t  t hey  could have been 
behind hootches  o r  anywhere. 

Q Did you o r  your squad have any r e s p o n s i b i l i t y
f o r  s e a r c h i n g  o u t  t h o s e  hoo tches ,  b e s i d e  t h e  ones t h a t  you 
d i d ?  

A .  No, sir. 

Q What do you b e l i e v e  happened i n  t h a t  v i l l a g e ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  i f  they  d i d  k i l l  any women and c h i l d r e n ,  
i t ' s  probably because t h e y  d i d n ' t  s e e  t h e  c h i l d r e n  and some-
t imes  they  do use  women f o r  combat. 

Q Do you b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  1st P la toon  o r  e lements  
of  t h e  1st P la toon  were mad enough o r  angry enough a t  t h i s  
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p a r t i c u l a r  a r e a  o r  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  group t o  go over  here 
and b r ing  noncombatants under f i r e ?  

A. I th ink  they could have, because Lieutenant  
COCHRAN was k i l l e d  and he was wel l  l i k e d .  He had go t t en  
along wi t11  t h e  company from t h e  very beginning,  a~12it was 
almost a yea r  and a ha l f  t h e n ,  and very poss ib ly  they  
could have. 

Q Now, Lieutenant  COCHRAN was n o t  aroun2 t h e  1st 
Platoon.  

A .  He had charge of t h e  one platoon.  

Q I am t a l k i n g  about when he was k i l l e d .  

A .  I s t i l l  th ink  they could have taken it o u t  on 
somebody e l s e .  

8- How d i d  they know about i t ?  

A.  It came across  t h e  r ad io .  

Q. The whole platoon knew about i t ?  

A. Yes. 

Q Everybody got  mad about t h a t ?  

A.  D e f i n i t e l y ,  I n  Hawaii he was t h e  1st Platoon 
p la toon l e a d e r .  

Q Did you have any i n d i c a t i o n s  t h a t  Lieutenant  
WILLINGHAM gave any orders  which could be understood a s  
b r ing ing  noncombatants under f i r e ?  

A.  No. 

Q Do you have any f e e l i n g  t h e r e  could have been 
any excuse? 

A. No, s i r ,  nobody s a i d  any.thing l i k e  t h a t  a t  t h a t  
t ime. 

Q When you heard t h e  o t h e r  members of t h e  platoon 
t a l k i n g  about what happened i n  t h a t  v i l l a g e ,  d i d  they 
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i n d i c a t e  t h e  t y p e  of k i l l s  t h e r e  were i n  t h e r e ?  

A. No, s ir .  They j u s t  s a i d  w e  k i l l e d  some people ,  
and they  d i d n ' t  say whether it was men, o r  women, o r  c h i l -
d ren .  

Q Do you know t h e r e  was a c h i l d  s h o t  i n  t h e  head 
w h i l e  i n  i t s  mother ' s  arms? 

A.  No, s i r .  

Q Did you h e a r  t h a t  MILUS c u t  a woman i n  h a l f ?  

A. No, s ir .  

Q There would be  no reason  t o  p r o t e c t  MILUS now. 

A. I know t h a t .  I d i d n ' t  h e a r  any th ing  l i k e  t h a t .  

Q You d i d n ' t  h e a r  any th ing  l i k e  t h a t ?  

A. No, sir.  

LTC NOLL: Th i s  o p e r a t i o n  of e x p l o s i v e s ,  e x p l o s i v e s  i n  t h e  
t u n n e l ,  what was t h e  purpose of t h i s ?  

A .  I n  c a s e  anybody t r i e d  t o  come o u t  w i t h  a  weapon 
and t r i e d  t o  h i t  somebody w i t h  it. 

Q You a l s o  i n d i c a t e d  t h i s  was t h e  f i rs t  t ime they
had done it e x a c t l y  l i k e  t h i s ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q I am t r y i n g  t o  s e p a r a t e  i n  my mind why t h e y  d i d  
it t h i s  way. 

A .  That i s  my i d e a ,  it was f o r  p r o t e c t i o n .  I c a n ' t  
t h i n k  of any o t h e r  reason  it would have been done. 

MR WALSH: You d i d n ' t  h e a r  that  they  s h o t  anybody t h a t  came 
o u t  of t h e  t u n n e l s ,  d i d  you? 

A. No, sir 
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Q Did anybody ask t h e  second squad f o r  t h e i r  hand-
grenades whi le  you were back guarding t h e  br idge?  Did you 
have t o  pass your handgrenades forward? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  I made my men keep a few of them j u s t  
i n  case .  

Q Who c a l l e d  f o r  them? 

A .  I c a n ' t  remember. I th ink  it was TAYLOR. I c a n ' t  
be p o s i t i v e  about t h a t .  

Q. What d i d  they do with those?  

A .  I have no i d e a .  Probably used them on t h e  bun-
k e r s .  

Q Who was t h e  medic with t h e  platoon? 

A. I c a n ' t  remember h i s  name. 

Q Did he  say anything about-.-did you e v e r  hear  a-
bout  him t r e a t i n g  a boy who had a shoulder  i n j u r y  i n  
t h a t  v i l l a g e  t h e  f i r s t  day? 

A.  No, s i r .  

Q I d o n ' t  have any o t h e r  ques t ions ,  

A. I remember t h e  medic was from Boston. SILVA was 
h i s  name. 

COL WILSON: Did you ever  hear  of a Vietnamese woman wi th  a 
l a r g e  neck wound t h a t  was found t h e  nex t  day up on t h a t  
r i d g e ?  She was bur ied  by t h e  Americans up t h e r e ?  

A. NO,  s i r .  

Q I n  f a c t ,  I be l i eve  she was bur ied  by--she was 
e i t h e r  bur ied  o r  found by MAHR. I d o n ' t  know i f  you remember 
him o r  no t .  

A. H e  was i n  t h e  weapons p la toon.  No, I d i d n ' t  hea r  
anything l i k e  t h a t .  
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Q S e v e r a l  saw he r .  I t  could  have been one t h a t  
you were t a l k i n g  about  up t h e r e ,  because s h e  was up t h e r e  
on t h a t  r i d g e ?  

A. Also a Vietnamese had t aken  most of  t h e  bod ie s  
away du r ing  t h e  n i g h t .  

Q You s a y  you d i d n ' t  see any people  around t h e r e ?  

A. I s a i d  two o r  t h r e e  on t h e  r i d g e  t h e r e .  

Q. A f t e r  you went i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e - - I  was t r y i n g  
t o  f i n d  o u t  i f  you s a w  any p e o p l e  i n  t h e r e  a f t e r  a l l  o f  
t h i s  had t aken  p l a c e ,  coming back t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. No, sir.  I t h i n k  they  would be  a f r a i d  t o  i f  
w e  were o u t  on t h e  beach.  

Q =  I had a w i t n e s s  y e s t e r d a y  from t h e  1st P la toon  
t h a t  b u i l t  up t h e  s i t u a t i o n  on t h e  b r i d g e  w i t h  a squad on 
t h e  o t h e r  s i d e ,  p r i o r  t o  c r o s s i n g  and eve ry th ing .  And h e  
i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  l a t e r  on,  sometime t h a t  day a f t e r  t hey  g o t  
i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  h e  and t h r e e  o t h e r  men were s e n t  o u t  on 
t h e  beach t o  s e c u r e  t h e  beach s i d e ,  t o  a c t  a s  a s e c u r i t y  
f o r c e  o u t  t h e r e .  Do you know an element t h a t  went o u t  on 
t h e  beach? 

A .  No, sir.  

Q I t  could  have been b e f o r e  you went forward.  

A. I t  could  have been.  

He saSd there were LO t o  1 5  people  t h a t  went ,  and 
thought  h e  s a i d  h e  s t a y e d  o u t  t h e r e  u n t i l  1400. He s a i d  
e r e  were 1 0  o r  1 5  people  going back,  t h a t  t hey  had checked 

t h e i r  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  c a r d s  and they  went back ove r  i n t o  t h e  
v i l l a g e ,  b u t  you d i d  n o t  s e e  any Vietnamese coming back i n  
t h e r e ?  

A. No, s ir .  The on ly  one I saw was t h e  one t h a t  TAY-
LOR had. 

Q. She moved o f f  w i th  you? 

A. R igh t ,  s ir .  
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LTC NOLL: Let  me review one t h i n g  f o r  my b e n e f i t .  You s a i d  
f i r e  s t a r t e d  coming over your head and t h a t  i s  when t h a t  p o i n t  
s t a r t e d  f i r i n g ?  

A .  Yes, s ir .  

Q Was t h e  f i r e  i n t e n s e  f o r  a l i t t l e  whi le  o r  what i s  
t h e  sequence? 

A .  It  was very i n t e n s e  a t  f i r s t  and t h e n  i t  was s c a t -
t e r e d .  

Q How long was it s c a t t e r e d ?  

A .  Five minutes,  and you could hear  a few s h o t s  and 
t h a t  was it. 

Q Did you hear  t h e  demoli t ion going on? 

A .  Yes, s ir .  That was about t h e  same, about every 4 
t o  5 minutes. 

Q There was a continuance of t h i s  a f t e r  t h i s  deto-
nated--the demolit ion work s t a r t e d ?  

A .  Flight, sir.  

Q How long d id  t h i s  cont inue? 

A. J u s t  before  I went i n .  

Q. They got  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  by 0930 o r  0945, and t h i s  
continued? 

For about 5 minutes.A. 

Q . The i n t e n s e  f i r e  continued f o r  5 minutes? 

A.  Yes. 

Q And t h e  i n t e r m i t t e n t  f i r e  continued u n t i l  when? 
When d i d  you go i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  . 

A .  Approximately 1100 or 1130 . 

47  

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

APP T-374 



-
FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

Q You s tayed  up t h a t  n i g h t  and nothing happened t h a t  
w e  know of .  

A.  It was very q u i e t .  

Q Nobody s tayed down t h e r e  by t h a t  b r i d g e ,  d i d  
they? 

A.  No, s i r .  

Q When you l e f t  t h a t  br idge  t h i s  n i g h t  o r  t h a t  day, 
how was i t--or what reasons could t h a t  p la toon have f o r  leav-
ing  t h e  br idge  i n s t e a d  of secur ing  i t ?  

A .  I can 't remember any reason. Lieutenant  WILLINGHAM 
had us move forward t o  t h e  nor th  t o  recon by f i r e ,  and then  
they had t o  c a l l  t h e  s w i f t  b o a t s ,  I th ink  we were in tend ing  
t o  s t a y  a t  t h e  br idge  s i t e  t h a t  n i g h t ,  but  t h e  s w i f t  boa t s  
prevented it. 

Q Because of t h a t  delay t h a t  you got  up t h e r e ?  

A .  yes ,  sir. 

Q You th ink  t h a t  is  what caused i t ?  

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q Did you know a t  t h e  t i n e  you l e f t  t h e r e  t h a t  t h e  
company was coming over t h e  br idge  t h e  next  day? 

A. NO, sir. 

Q Did you know t h a t  t h e  platoon was going back over 
t h e  br idge?  

A. I f igured  we had t o  go back over  i t ,  be-
cause t h a t  was t h e  only way of f .  I t  was e i t h e r  heavy mud 
flats and t h e  wrecked br idge  o r  t h a t  one b r idge .  

& D i d  it seem odd t o  you? 

A .  I t  seemed odd. I f  we had no t  met t h e  s w i f t  b o a t s ,  
we could have got ten  back. 

Q Do you know i f  t h a t  w a s  intended? 
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A: No, s i r .  I c a n ' t  say f o r  s u r e .  

Q. 'The next  morning you moved o u t .  Po in t  ou t  again 
what is  t h e  o r d e r  of ma-ch? 

A .  I c a n ' t  remember, si'r. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  I was i n  
t h e  lead .  I t h i n k  I was i n  t h e  r e a r  a t  t h i s  t ime.  

Q TAYLOR had t h a t  woman out  t h e r e  again?  

A.  Right ,  s i r .  H e  go t  down t o  t h e  edge of t h e  b r i d g e ,  
and I d o n ' t  know e x a c t l y  what happened, bu t  TAYLOR l o s t  a 
f o o t .  

Q. What do you know about t h a t  when you got  down t o  
t h a t  b r idge?  

A. I remember having a he l i .bopter  s t r i k e  c a l l e d  on 
t h e  v i l l a g e  be fo re  we got  t o  it. 

Q. What about TAYLOR? 

A. This was before  he l o s t  h i s  f o o t .  I t  seems t o  
me I remember t h a t ,  because t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  came t o o  c l o s e  
t o  us and p u t  some rounds 1 0  f e e t  t o  t h e  r i g h t  of us where 
w e  were l y i n g  dowr, i n  t h e  t r a i l ,  and;s ta r ted  i n  again.  I 
c o u l d n ' t  s e e  t h e  br idge  from where I was. From what was 
t o l d  t o  m e ,  TAYLOR went up and w a s  checking t h e  br idge  ou t .  
H e  looked down and s t a r t e d  t o  go back ,en one f o o t  and it 
went o f f .  I t  knocked him down, and some men thought  it was a 
command-detonated mine. 

. -
Q- Where was t h a t  woman? , , .  

.r i 

A .  H e  had r e l e a s e d  h e r .  

Q Where d i d  she go? 

A .  I t h i n k  she went back i n t o  w e  v i l l a g e .  

Q How long had she been re l eased?  

A.  Five o r  t e n  minutes a t  t h e  most. 

Q - Could you s e e  h e r  a f t e r  TAYLOR w a s  wounded? 
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A.  No, sir .  I d o n ' t  remember s e e i n g  h e r  a f t e r  h e  
was wounded. 

Q Now, w e  d o n r t  have anyth ing  about t h e  gunships  i n  
t h e  r e p o r t  form, b u t  w e .  g o t  t h e  l o g  i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  one was 
wounded a t  0810, t h a t  was TAYLOR. That  is  0810 i n  t h e  morn-
ing .  A l o g  e n t r y  i n d i c a t e s  a t  0 8 4 0  t h e  p l a t o o n  r e c e i v e d  s n i -
p e r  f i r e .  

A .  I c a n ' t  remember s n i p e r  f i r e .  

Q. I t ' s  impor t an t  t o  know what t h e  sequence i s  on t h i s  
p a r t i c u l a r  t h i n g ,  because we a r e  wondering i f  t h e  mine t r i g -
gered--or mine e x p l o s i o n ,  i f  t h i s  caused t h e  s n i p e r  f i r e ?  O r  
i f  a l l  of t h i s  had t aken  p l a c e  and t h e n  TAYLOR w a s  f o o l i n g  
around w i t h  t h e  mine? 

A. I t  seems t o  m e  we d i d  c a l l  i n  gunsh ips .  

Q W e  a r e  s u r e  t h a t  gunships d i d  come i n .  We want t o  
know what t h e  b a s i s  was. 

A. I was s t i l l  on t h e  t r a i l  when t h e  gunships  came i n  
and they  a lmost  g o t  a couple  of  my men. One of t h e  men--one 
of t h e  b u l l e t s  landed r i g h t  between t h e  man's l e g s .  And it 
w a s  a f t e r  t h a t  t h a t  TAYLOR l o s t  h i s  l e g ,  because t h e  c o l o n e l  
came i n  and took  him and picked him up, and I saw t h e  c o l o n e l  
coming i n .  

Q. You a r e  s u r e  t h a t  t h e  mine was de tona t ed  a f t e r  t h e  
gunships made t h e i r  runs?  

A .  Right.  

Q What was t h e  reason  f o r  c a l l i n g  the gunships  i n ?  

A. I t h i n k  t o  c l e a r  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  t o  make s u r e  t h e r e  
were no enemy i n  t h e r e .  

Q Had they  rec'eLve.d any f i r e  from t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. I d i d n ' t  h e a r  any from where I w a s  i n  t h e  back o f  
t h e  column. 

Q This  does n o t  fo l low a s  f a r  as t h e  l o g  ( ~ x h i b i t
M-16) e n t r y  goes. 
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A. It  was q u i t e  a b i t  of b rush  i n  h e r e  and t h e  p l a -
toon  was sp read  o u t  s i m i l a r  t o  t h i s  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  

Q .  I n  o t h e r  wori 's,  you were i n  a column? 

A. A f i l e .  

Q Along t h e  r i v e r ?  

A.  Righ t ,  sir. 

Q You were f a c i n g  sou th  and t h e  r i v e r  w a s  on your  
r i g h t  and your  squad was i n  l i n e ?  Is t h e r e  a l i t t l e  road 
t h e r e  o r  something? 

A .  There was a l i t t l e  t r a i l  fo l lowing  from h e r e  t o  
here ( i n d i c a t i n g )  . 
Q. It runs  a long  t h e  w e s t  back a long  t h e  pen insu la?  

A .  Righ t ,  sir.  

Q And you w e r e  a t  t h a t  l o c a t i o n  when t h e  gunships  be-
gan t o  f i r e ?  

A .  Right ,  sir.  

Q This  w i l l  b e  p o i n t  5. 

A. The reason  I remember it t h i s  way, I was up where 
I could s e e  t h e  beg inn ing  of t h e  v i l l a g e  and I could  s e e  
where t h e  c o l o n e l  's chopper landed.  

Q .  You are s u r e  t h a t  t h e  gunsh ips '  run w a s  b e f o r e  
TAYLOR was wounded? 

A.  Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q. Not a f t e r  he w a s  wounded, b u t  b e f o r e  h e  was wounded? 

A .  Yes, s i r .  

Q No q u e s t i o n  i n  your mind about t h a t ?  

A .  N O ,  s i r .  
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Q. How many runs d i d  t h e  gunships make? 

A. There were two gunships and they  each made one 
run. The second gunship almost h i t  u s ,  s o  they  c a l l e d  it 
o f f .  The f i r e  h i t  t o  our r i g h t .  Like I say ,  one round h i t  
r i g h t  between t h i s  man's l e g s .  I n  f a c t ,  I was s p l a t t e r e d  
with mud from where they  h i t .  

Q Were t h e s e  miniguns? 

A .  I d o n ' t  know. I th ink  it was a machinegun t h a t  t h e  
doorgunners use.  

Q. And you i d e n t i f i e d  Colonel BARKER a s  coming i n ?  . 

A. I saw t h e  s h i p ,  but  someone s a i d  it was t h e  colonel .  
It was no t  a normal medevac. 

LTC NOLL: How much time e lapsed  from t h e  time he s tepped on 
t h e  mine u n t i l  he was t h e r e ?  

A. Five t o  t e n  minutes. 

Q And TAYLOR had n o t  reached t h e  br idge  by t h e  t ime 
these  gunships began t o  f i r e ?  

A. No, s i r ,  n o t  t o  my knowledge. 

Q Do you have any knowledge of whether t h i s  woman--
d id  she go i n t o  t h i s  v i l l a g e  a f t e r  t h e  gunships made t h e i r  
run? 

A .  I d i d n ' t  s e e  h e r  a f t e r  TAYLOR took p o i n t .  

Q. Do you r e z a l l  how she  was dressed? 

A. No, sir.  

Q Could you recognize t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  i n  t h i s  Exh ib i t  
P-210? 

A. No, s ir .  

Q We had some t e s t i f y  t h a t  when B Company came a c r o s s  
t h e  b r idge ,  they  came across  with some ARVN s o l d i e r s ,  and t h a t  
t h i s  woman t h a t  TAYLOR had was turned  over t o  them? 
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A. I d o n ' t  remember, s ir .  The l a s t  t ime t h a t  I r e -
member s e e i n g  t h e  woman i s  t h e  morning t h a t  w e  p u l l e d  o u t  
from o u r  n i g h t  l a a g e r  p o s i t i o n .  

Q. Was t h e r e  a t  t h e  t i m e  o r  p r i o r  t o  t h e  gunruns by 
t h e  h e l i c o p t e r s  any f i - re  p l aced  on t h i s  v i l l a g e  from t h e  1st  
P la toon?  

A. Not t h a t  I remember. 

Q Were t h e s e  gunships r e a c t i n g  t o  t h e  requirement  o f  
t h e  company o r  t o  t h e  1st  P la toon?  

A. Probably t o  t h e  1st  P la toon .  

Q What do you t h i n k  t h e  l o c a t i o n  o f  t h e  company was 
a t  t h e  t ime t h e s e  gunships were f i r i n g ?  

A. They were on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  b r i d g e ,  I know. 

Q , Could you s e e  them? 

A. NO, s ir .  

Q How do you know? 

A. Because they  c ros sed  t h e  b r i d g e  l a t e r ,  a f t e r  TAYLOR 
, was wounded. 

Q. L e t  m e  ask t h e  q u e s t i o n  aga in .  How f a r  do you t h i n k  
t h e  company w a s  from t h e  b r idge  a t  t h e  t i m e  t h e  s h i p s  made t h e  
gunrun? 

A. A s  a guess ,  I would say  t h e y  was q u i t e  a ways. 

Q When t h e  gunships made t h e i r  r u n ,  how long  a f t e r  
t h a t  was any f i r e  d e l i v e r e d  by t h e  p l a t o o n  on t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A .  I c a n ' t  remember any be ing  p l a c e d ,  s i r .  

Q. A t  t h e  t ime t h e  gunships  made t h e  r u n ,  what was t h e  
p e r i o d  of t ime b e f o r e  B Company c ros sed?  

' A. I ' d  say  a t  l e a s t  h a l f  an hour .  

Q. Did you s e e  t h e  a r e a  where CARTER w a s  wounded? 
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A .  You mean TAYLOR? 

Q Y e s .  

A: I saw it l a t e r ,  and q u i t e  a b i g  s l a b  of s t o n e  had 
been l i f t e d  o f f  t h e  end of  t h e  br idge .  There was a good 
s i z e  h o l e ,  ' a f o o t  deep and a foo t  across .  

Q What s i z e  explosion do you th ink  t h i s  was? 

A .  I c o u l d n ' t  t e l l .  

Q. Was t h i s  on t h e  t r a i l  o r  o f f  t o  t h e  s i d e  of t h e  
t r a i l ?  

A. I t  was r i g h t  on t h e  s i d e ,  r i g h t  where one of t h e s e  
br idge abutments came down and ran i n t o  t h e  ground. 

Q Where t h e  abutment came down? 

A. The br idge  i s  l i k e  t h i s .  They had an abutment 
and it was r i g h t  here  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  . The br idge  looks some-
t h i n g  l i k e  t h i s  and t h i s  was r i g h t  i n  here .  

Q. I t  was j u s t  of f  t o  t h e  s i d e ?  

A. Right,  s i r .  

Q Was t h e r e  more than one mine t h e r e ?  

A .  I d o n ' t  know, s i r .  Nobody e v e r  s a i d  anything about 
it and nobody ever  stepped on another  one t h e r e .  

Q Was t h e r e  any at tempt  made t o  check f u r t h e r ,  t o  
sweep around t h e r e  and s e e  i f  t h e r e  were any more? 

A .  Not by anyone i n  my squad. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  s ee ing  a couple of demoli t ion e x p e r t s  
coming up t h e r e  l a t e r ?  

A .  No, I can ' -t remember them coming u p .  I remember 
them being wi th  t h e  company. I don ' t remember them being t h e r e .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  whether o r  no t  t h i s  a r e a  was cover-
ed by t h e  platoon t h e  day before?  
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A. That was almost e x a c t l y  t h e  a r e a  where q u i t e  a 
:. few of us s e t  up a per imeter .  

Q. And am I c o r r e c t  i n  assuming t h a t  mine was placed
t h e r e  t h a t  n i g h t ?  

A.  That n i g h t  o r  e a r l y  i n  t h e  morning be fo re  we got
t h e r e .  

Q. Are you reasonably s u r e  of t h a t ?  

A.  Yes, sir.  I w a s  walking around t h a t  end of 
t h e  b r idge  he re .  We were r i g h t  t h e r e ,  and I was walk-
i n g  back and f o r t h ,  and t h e  machinegun was s e t  up here  on 
t h e  nor the rn  s i d e  of t h e  br idge  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  

Q You spen t  an hour and a h a l f  down t h e r e ,  d i d n ' t  
you? 

A. Right ,  s ir .  

Q A s  t h e  company was c ross ing ,  was t h e r e  any f i r e  
rece ived  on t h a t  br idge?  

A.  No, s i r ,  not  t h a t  I can remember. 

Q . Do you r e c a l l  a h e l i c o p t e r  coming t h a t  day i n t o  
t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. The only one was t h e  one t h a t  picked up TAYLOR 
t h a t  I can remember. 

Q . Do you remember a h e l i c o p t e r  coming i n  and br ing-
ing  Lieutenant  MUNDY and Lkeutenant LEWIS? 

A. I t h i n k  t h a t  was l a t e r  and f u r t h e r  down t h e  coast-
l i n e .  

Q. You do remember them coming i n  t h a t  day? 

A.  Right. I c a n ' t  remember whether Lieutenant  MUNDY 
o r  Lieutenant  LEWIS was a replacement f o r  Lieutenant  COCHRAN. 

Q. Do you remember a photographer coming o u t  t h e r e  with 
them t h a t  day? 

A.  NO, s i r .  
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Q W e  unders tand t h a t  t h e  company c ros sed  over  and 
c l o s e d  over  t o  t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  b r i d g e ,  and t h e  3d Pla-
toon remained t h e r e .  The 1st P la toon  and t h e  2d P la toon  
moved sou th  a long  t h e  c o a s t a l  a r e a ,  w i t h  t h e  2d P l a toon  on 
t h e  beach and t h e  1st P la toon  on t h e  r i v e r s i d e ,  i s  t h a t  r i g h t ?  

That  i s  r i g h t ,  sir.  

Q Now, a t  t h a t  t ime d i d  anyth ing  e l s e  occu r  i n  t h a t  
v i l l a g e ,  b e f o r e  you l e f t  t o  move sou th?  

A .  Not t h a t  I can remember. 

Q Was t h e r e  any c o n t a c t ,  . o r  f i r e  f i g h t ,  o r  any a c t i o n  
wh i l e  t h e  company was c r o s s i n g ?  

A .  Not t h a t  I can t h i n k  of a t  a l l .  

Q A s  you moved sou th  it was r e p o r t e d  a t  1000--i t  
would have been on the 1st  P l a t o o n ' s  s ide - - tha t  t h e r e  were 
booby t r a p s .  S i x  booby t r a p s  o r  mines w e r e  de s t royed .  Do 
you remember anyth ing  t h a t  happened? 

A. No, sir.  W e  made f r e q u e n t  s t o p s  a long  t h e  way, but 
I d o n ' t  remember. Again, I was a t  t h e  r e a r  of  t h e  column. 

Q. You were? 

A .  Yes. 

Q Was t h e  o r d e r  of march t h e  same as it was coming
down from t h e  l a a g e r  a r e a ?  

A .  Right .  W e  u s u a l l y  s t i c k  w i t h  t h e  same o r d e r  of 
march u n l e s s  something t r a g i c  happens. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  t h e  r i v e r  o u t  t o  your  r i g h t  a s  you 
were moving down? Do  you r e c a l l  some element  t a k i n g  a b o a t  
under f i r e ,  a sampan o r  some k ind  of a boa t  w i t h  1 0  o r  15 
people  i n  it, t h a t  were t r y i n g  t o  g e t  away? 

A .  No, s i r ,  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t .  

Q You d o n ' t  remember anyth ing  about  t h a t ?  

A. No, s i r .  I donEt remember any f i r i n g  f o r  t h e  rest 
of t h e  day. 
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Q None a t  a l l ?  

A. No. 

Q D o  you r e c a l l  whether t h e  ARVN--did you s e e  any 
ARVN s o l d i e r s  t h a t  day? 

A. Well ,  yes .  L a t e r  on as we g o t  f u r t h e r  down, I saw 
them i n  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  v i l l a g e s  t h a t  w e  checked o u t .  

Q How about Nat iona l  P o l i c e  and i n t e r p r e t e r s ,  d i d  you 
s e e  any Na t iona l  P o l i c e  o r  i n t e r p r e t e r s  t h a t  day? 

A. I s a w  them, two of them w i t h  us i n  w h i t e  s h i r t s .  

Q You moved on sou th .  Was t h e r e  much demol i t ion  
b e i n g  used? 

A. I remember one t i m e  I found an a r t i l l e r y  round i n  
a hootch  and had a demo man blow it up. I t h i n k  t h a t  may 
have been ano the r  t ime.  

Q What k ind  of round? 

Q. They blew it up i n  t h e  hootch? 

A .  Yes, s i r .  

Q Where w a s  t h i s  l o c a t i o n ?  I am t a l k i n g  about 
t h e  d i s t a n c e  from t h e  b r i d g e  sou th .  Was it halfway o r  a l l  
t h e  way down? 

A. I c a n ' t  be  p o s i t i v e .  

Q I know t h a t .  

A. I t  w a s  r i g h t  b e f o r e  we g o t  o u t  of  t h e  wooded a r e a .  
I ' d  s ay  it was-,-I'd say 700 t o  800 meters  from t h e  b r i d g e .  

Q. This  would have p u t  it i n  t h e  a r e a  where it says  
des t royed  s i x  booby t r a p s  o r  mines. I t  could  have been what 
w a s  de s t royed  t h e r e .  

A. It  could have been.  
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Q Did you f i n d  anything bes ides  t h a t  one round? 

A. I d i d n ' t .  I d o n ' t  know about anyone e l s e .  W e  d i d  
s e e  q u i t e  a bit of smoke. W e  were burning q u i t e  a few hootch-
e s  going down t h e r e .  

Q This  was about--according t o  t h e  map t h e r e  were 
t h r e e  major v i l l a g e s  going down t h e r e .  

A .  Right. 

Q Were a l l  of those burned? 

A. Yes, sir.  

Q Did you ever  hear  an o rde r  going down o r  coming 
back t h a t  day t o  s t o p  burning? 

A. I d i d n ' t  hear  an o r d e r .  W e  s topped burning where 
it turned i n t o  a beach. We d i d n ' t  burn any hootches here  
( i n d i c a t i n g )  . 

Q And going down, I never d i d  g e t  an answer on t h e  
demolit ion as  t o  whether t h e s e  bunkers were being demolished. 

A .  I c o u l d n ' t  t e l l  you, s i r ,  whether--

Q • ( In te rpos ing)  You d o n ' t  remember see ing  any of them 
smoking l i k e  you d id  be fo re ,  o r  caved in?  

A. Nol s ir .  

Q. Do you remember see ing  any people? 

A .  Yes, s i r .  There were q u i t e  a few people south.  

Q From what v i l l a g e ?  

A. The one t h e  platoon was i n  before .  

Q You mean .thev i l l a g e  where t h e  a c t i o n  took p l a c e
the day before?  

A. Right. A f t e r  we got  out  of t h e r e  and got  i n t o  those  
t h r e e  o t h e r  v i l l a g e s ,  t h e r e  were people.  
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Q. South of t h e  v i l l a g e  which was des t royed?  

A. Right .  

Q. What you a r e  t e l l i n g  me was--it shows up on MAP-4 
as My Khe ( 4 ) .  A f t e r  you l e f t  t h e r e  you went through Co Lay 
(1), ( 2 )  , and ( 3 )  and des t royed  t h o s e .  

A .  This  one w a s  on t h e  beach.  W e  d i d n ' t  d e s t r o y  t h i s .  

Q. You d i d n ' t  d e s t r o y  Co Lay ( 3 ) ?  

A. No. 

Q. My Khe ( 4 ) ,  i s  t h a t  what w a s  de s t royed?  

A.  Y e s .  

Q. You a r e  t a l k i n g  about two v i l l a g e s  t h e n  o r  main 
v i l l a g e s  e a s t  on t h e  map? 

A.  We w e r e  burn ing  a lmost  e v e r y t h i n g  up t o  about h e r e  
( i n d i c a t i n g )  . 
Q. You a r e  t a l k i n g  about  between g r i d  l i n e s  76 and 7 8 ?  

A. Righ t ,  sir.  

Q - You were burn ing  e v e r y t h i n g  i n  t h a t  a r e a ?  

A. R igh t ,  sir.  

Q. Was t h i s  a p l a toon  requirement  o r  how d i d  t h e s e  
i n s t r u c t i o n s  come down? Was it broken down t o  a squad t o  do 
t h i s  job? 

A. I don ' t  t h i n k  anybody g o t  any i n s t r u c t i o n s  a t  a l l .  
I t h i n k  w e  went through and somebody s t a r t e d  doing it and 
everybody took it up. 

Q. W e l l ,  you don 't remember t h e  squad l e a d e r  g i v i n g  
any i n s t r u c t i o n s  on i t ?  

A.  No, s ir .  

Q Was t h e  company commander fo l lowing  t h e  1st P la toon?  

A.  I t h i n k  s o ,  sir.  
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You could s e e  t h i s  was going on? 

Yes, s ir .  

Q I show you Exhibi t  P-212. Do you recognize t h a t  
scene i n  t h a t  photograph? 

A. Yes, s ir .  That i s  t h e  southern end of t h e  penin-
s u l a ,  i n  t h e  southern t i p .  

Q This is  t h e  v i l l a g e .  - This r ep resen t s  a v i l l a g e .  
Did you say t h a t  you burned o r  d i d  no t  burn t h a t  one? 

A .  We did  no t  burn t h a t  one. 

Q Any people down t h e r e ?  

A .  Yes, - t h e r e  were q u i t e  a few down t h e r e  and t h e r e  
were q u i t e  a few going across  t o  t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  r i v e r .  

Q I don ' t  t h i n k  I have t h i s  c l e a r  i n  my mind. You 
s a i d  a f t e r  you l e f t  t h e  v i l l a g e  you s a i d  was destroyed,  
which we determined t o  be i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of My Khe ( 4 )  , 
t h a t  you thought you had seen people,  bu t  you d i d n ' t  s e e  them 
back i n  t h a t  v i l l a g e  of Iuly Khe ( 4 ) ?  

A 0. No, s i r .  

Q* Did you s e e  many people a s  you moved south? 

A. Not a t  f i r s t ,  u n t i l  we got  down t o  t h i s  l a s t  v i l l a g e .  

Q That is  where you saw most of t h e  people.  

A. Right ,  sir.  

&. What happened down the re?  

A.  We r e s t e d  t h e r e  f o r  approximately 4 5  minutes and 
searched it. I th ink  everybody had. go t t en  over  t h e i r  mad-
ness  of Lieutenant  COCHRAN. They were no t  t o o  bad on people,  
r e a l l y .  I know I a t e  t h e r e .  I d o n ' t  know about t h e  r e s t  of 
t h e  platoon.  

Q What time do you th ink  you got  down t h e r e ?  
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A .  I'd say about 1000 o r  1030. 

Q You stopped back a t  t h a t  p o i n t ?  

A. Right.  

Q And no more burning a f t e r  t h a t ?  

A. No, sir.  It was r i g h t  on t h e  sand. 

Q. And they a r r i v e d  t h e r e  about what tin1.e you 
s a i d ,  e i t h e r  1000 o r  1030? 

A .  I t h i n k  somebody s a i d  t h e  burning was going t o  
s t o p  because it w a s  t oo  hot .  

LTC NOLL : You were down t h e r e  by 1030? 

A. I b e l i e v e  s o ,  sir.  

COL W I L S O N :  Now, t h e r e  was another  r e p o r t  t h a t  was rendered 
and t h i s  might have happened o u t  i n  t h e  2d Platoon a rea  a t  
1720. The 2d Platoon engaged two VC and one VC R I A .  I d o n ' t  
know whether t h i s  was going down o r  coming back. 

A. I can ' t  remember any shoot ing  t h a t  whole day. 

Q This  would have been o u t  on t h e  beach. 

A .  I th ink  I would have heard it i f  it had happened. 

Q It sounded t o  me l i k e  you go t  down t h e r e  k ind  of 
e a r l y .  

A .  I t  had t o  be about t h a t  t ime ,  because we moved a l l  
the way n o r t h  t h e  r e s t  of t h e  t i m e  a v a i l a b l e  u n t i l  we l aager -
ed.  

Q Don't l e t  t h a t  in f luence  you, because I d i d n ' t  
t h ink  you laagered  where you t h i n k  you d i d .  Where do you 
t h ink  you laagered?  

A .  Approximately r i g h t  i n  he re  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  . 
Q That i s  t h e  next  n i g h t .  
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A. That i s  t h e  n i g h t  t h a t  MILUS was k i l l e d ?  

Q That was n o t  t h i s  n i g h t .  

A .  No? 

Q You l o s t  a n i g h t  t h e r e .  You came about halfway 
back up t h e  pen insu la  and l aage red .  

A.  I c a n ' t  remember when w e  laagered .  I thought  MILUS 
was k i l l e d  on t h e  17 th .  

Q You got  about halfway. This  i s  where you l aage red  
t h a t  n i g h t  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  

A. I can tt remember anything about t h a t  n i g h t ,  s i r .  

Q As f a r  a s  w e  can determine t h e r e  was n o t  a l o t  t o  
remember. The 3d Platoon s t ayed  up a t  t h e  b r i d g e  a l l  n i g h t  
long  a f t e r  you moved ou t .  The 3d Platoon and mortar  p l a toon  
s t a y e d  up t h e r e ,  and t h e  rest of t h e  company moved south  and 
came about halfway up. The mortar d i sp laced  t o  t h e  company 
pe r ime te r ,  t h e  company l a a g e r .  And t h e  3d P la toon  s t a y e d  up 
t h e r e  on t h e  b r idge .  You d o n t t  remember anyth ing  unusual 
about t h a t  day? 

A .  No, s i r ,  and t h a t  would p u t  us i n  t h e r e  c l o s e  t o  
1235,  I ' d  say .  

Q Where? 

A.  A t  t h e  bottom of t h e  peninsula .  

Q The r e p o r t  made a t  1320 by t h e  2d Platoon--I  s t i l l  
don ' t  know i f  they were going o r  coming a t  t h e  t ime according 
t o  your e s t i m a t e s  of t i m e .  I had been under t h e  impression 
they were going south .  That means t h a t  you would have been 
400 o r  500 meters from t h e  end of t h e  pen insu la  a t  1320. 

A .  I c a n ' t  remember anybody f i r i n g  t h a t  day,  s i r .  
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Q. You moved on back and moved i n t o  a l a a g e r  t h a t  
n i g h t .  You g o t  a h o t  meal and resupply?  

A. Probably,  s i r .  I t r u t h f u l l y  do n o t  remember t h a t  
n i g h t  a t  a l l .  

Q And t h e n  you proceeded to - - the  n e x t  morning you 
moved back up t o  t h e  b r idge  and p icked  up t h e  3d P la toon .  
They had found a couple  thousand pounds of  r i c e .  They were 
making arrangements t o  evacua te  it o u t  and up i n t o  t h e  a r e a  
t o  t h e  n o r t h  where a b i g  medevac w a s  h e l d .  

A. That  i s  r i g h t .  

Q And I t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  p l a t o o n  scrambled around and 
brought  them back t o  t h e  beach? 

@
A. Tha t  i s  r i g h t .  The 1st  P la toon  moved almost  a l l  
t h e  way up t o  t h e  no r the rn  edge and s t a r t e d  pushing people  
down t o  t h e  medevac, I remember t h a t .  

Q Where d i d  t h e  1st  P la toon  move? 

A. They moved up a long  t h e  beach.  I t h i n k  I had h a l f  
of t h e  p l a toon  and t h e  r e s t  of t h e  p l a toon  moved i n l a n d  a 
l i t t l e  ways, and t h e  p l a toon  was a l l  o v e r  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  . 
Q A t  1135 t h e  l o g  (Exh ib i t  M-16) shows t h e r e  w e r e  
about  1,000 people  i n  t h a t  a r e a  and they  d i d  n o t  appear  t o  
be  VC. The MEDCAP w a s  coming o u t  and a l l ,  t h i s  MEDCAP went 
on a l l  day.  Did you s e e  any Vietnamese? 

A. Yes, s i r .  The ones t h a t  w e r e  s t i l l  w i t h  us from 
t h e  day b e f o r e .  

Q Did you s e e  any American m i l i t a r y  i n t e l l i g e n c e  
pe r sonne l  o u t  i n t e r r o g a t i n g ?  

A .  I c a n t t  remember any be ing  o u t  t h e r e ,  s i r .  

Q ' Did you see any i n t e r r o g a t i o n s  going on? 

A .  NO,  s ir .  

Q Did you see any a r t i l l e r y  f i r e s ,  f r i e n d l y  f i r e s  
o r  marking rounds f i r e d  l a t e  t h a t  day? 
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A. Yes, sir.  When w e  f i n a l l y  got  t o  our  l a a g e r  
p o s i t i o n ,  they were marking rounds around us .  They were 
on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  r i v e r .  

Q On t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  r i v e r ?  

A.  It looked l i k e  it t o  me, because t h e r e  was a 
v i l l a g e  n o t  t o o  f a r  nor th  of our  l aager  p o s i t i o n .  

Q Did you s e e  a woman brought i n  with a l e g  a l l  
s p l i t  open on t h i s  evening? 

A .  NO,  sir.  

Q You d i d n ' t  s e e  any i n t e r r o g a t i o n s  going on t h a t  
evening? 

A.  No, s i r ,  no t  t h a t  day. 

Q That n i g h t  t h e  sequence as  we have it i s  0 1 3 0 ,  
one k i l l e d  and f i v e  wounded; 0 1 4 4 ,  dus tof f  reques ted;  0240, 
dustoff  completed. And a t  0250 "Spooky" was reques ted ,  and 
a t  0240 and 0440 o t h e r  mortar rounds came i n .  Do you 
remember t h a t ?  

A .  No, sir. 

Q That is  what w a s  repor ted .  

A. I take  it back. We d i d  have some rounds drop t o  
t h e  nor th  of u s ,  and i t  .looked l i k e  .an abandoned coconut grove. 

Q What k ind  of rounds? . .  

A.  Smoke rounds,  marker rounds : 

Q Is t h e r e  anything e l s e  on t h e  sequence t h a t  I have 
covered t h a t  i s  no t  up t h e r e ?  

A.  Not t h a t  I can t h i n k  o f ,  s i r .  I t  seems l i k e  it 
was a l o t  c l o s e r  toge the r .  The a c t i o n  s t a r t e d  about 0130 
and l a s t e d  u n t i l  t h a t  l a s t  round a t  0440. We were up 
t h e  r e s t  of t h e  n i g h t ,  L know t h a t .  

Q Any small  arms f i r e  with t h a t ?  

A .  I d i d n ' t  hear  any, sir. 
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Q The nex t  day ,  d i d  anyth ing  s i g n i f i c a n t  happen 
t h a t  you can r e c a l l ?  

A .  Y e s ,  s ir .  A group of v o l u n t e e r s  went t o  where t h e y  
thought  t h e  mor ta rs  came from and t hey  found t h e  impr in t  of 
a base  p l a t e .  I t  l e d  i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  n o r t h  of u s ,  and we 
found two males of mi l i t a ry -age  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  We d i d n ' t  
have any Vietnamese i n t e r p r e t e r s  w i t h  us .  STRACHAN had t aken  
over  MILUS' machinegun and w a s  wearing h i s  he lmet .  H e  took  h i s  
helmet o f f  and h i t  them both  i n  t h e  stomach, and was y e l l i n g  
and screaming a t  them about  k i l l i n g  MILUS. 

Q. This  v i l l a g e ,  w a s  t h a t  An Ky o r  Ky Xuyen ( 2 )  o r  
which v i l l a g e ?  Could you i d e n t i f y  it on t h e  map? 

(.Witness i n d i c a t e s .  ) 

You are p o i n t i n g  t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  which i s  probably 
Ky Xuyen (1) along  t h e  c o a s t  t h e r e .  You say  STRACHAN l e t  
t h e s e  two VC s u s p e c t s  have i t ?  

Y e s ,  i n  t h e  stqmach w i t h  t h e  helmet .A .  

Q W e  had a r e p o r t  t h a t  a t  ,1230 one VC s u s p e c t  w a s  
p icked up? 

A .  W e  had two of  them, because we brought  them both 
back t o  t h e  company p e r i m e t e r  and t u r n e d  them o v e r  t o  t h e  
Vietnamese. 

Q What happened t o  them then?  

A. They proceeded t o  b e a t  on them and q u e s t i o n  them, 
and I don ' t  know what in format ion  they  g o t  o u t  of them. 

Q Was it t h e  Na t iona l  P o l i c e  o r  t h e  ARVN? 

A .  I saw t h e  Nat iona l  P o l i c e  b e a t i n g  them up. I d o n ' t  
know about  t h e  ARVN. 

Q Did you s e e  any American i n t e l l i g e n c e  pe r sonne l  
t h e r e ?  

A .  There may have been.  

Q Did you e v e r  s e e  t h i s  person  i n  E x h i b i t  P-215? 

A. That  looks  l i k e  one of t h e  two w e  p icked  up. I t ' s  
d e f i n i t e l y  one of t h e  two w e  p icked up. 
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Both of them were beaten up? 

Right.  

Q Does he look l i k e  t h e  one who was bea ten  t h e r e ?  

A .  It  looks l i k e  it was before ,  because I am p r e t t y  
su re  h i s  nose was broken during t h e  bea t ing .  

Q This was t h e  bea t ing  given t o  them by t h e  Nat ional  
Pol ice?  

A .  Y e s .  

Q What d i d  they b e a t  them with? 

A .  They used f i s t s .  

Q I understand, o r  w e  had repor ted  t h a t  one of t h e s e  
VC suspects  got  away l a t e r ?  

A .  I don ' t remember. 

Q A t  t h e  t ime your squad went ou t  t h e r e  t o  f i n d  a 
p o s i t i o n ,  how f a r  was t h a t  p o s i t i o n  from t h e  l a a g e r  a rea?  

I ' d  say 200 t o  250 meters.  
. . 

Q Did you hear  anything about any o t h e r  in te r roga t ions  
o r  mistreatment of p r i soners  bes ide  t h i s  one. 

A .  No. 

Q Did you hear  anything about rapes  up t h e r e ?  

A .  N O ,  s ir .  

Q. Did you hear  anything about rapes i n  any o t h e r  
a r eas ? 

A .  No, sir.  Only what I have read i n  t h e  newspaper 
s ince  then. 

Q. I was t a l k i n g  about B Company? 
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A .  No, s i r .  I d o n ' t  remember hea r ing  anything about 
it. If anybody would do anything about t h a t ,  they would 
keep it q u i e t .  

Q What w a s  t h e  penal ty?  

A.  You had t o  go on t r i a l  for it. I th ink  Cap-
t a i n  MICHLES was very s t rong  on something l i k e  t h a t ,  and he 
would be s u r e  you went on t r i a l  f o r  it. 

Q Well, anything e l s e  about t h a t  day t h a t  you can 
r e c a l l ?  

No, s i r ,  t h a t  is  it. 

Q- I am going t o  ask you t o  s i g n  t h i s  i f  t h i s  i s  
b a s i c a l l y  what you have t e s t i f i e d .  

A. I t ' s  everyth ing ,  j u s t  as  I s a i d .  

Q A l l  t h i s  on here i s  on t h e  f i r s t  day. 

A. Right ,  s i r .  

Q I f  you would s ign  t h a t  under t h e  s ta tement  
t h e r e .  

(The witness  s igned t h e  map as  d i r e c t e d .  ) 

This  photograph i s  introduced as  Exh ib i t  P-229. 
This  photograph is concerned p r imar i ly  with t h e  o v e r a l l  move-
ment as  you descr ibed it and I put under h e r e :  "Prepared from 
memory on 1 6  February 1970." Would you s i g n  under t h e r e ?  

A. Yes, sir.  

(Signed as  d i r e c t e d .  ) 

Q And t h i s  photograph w i l l  be en te red  a s  photograph
Exhib i t  P-228. 

. Do you have any knowledge of any i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  
or i n q u i r i e s  made a f t e r  t h i s  opera t ion?  

A. No, s i r ,  nobody e v e r  t a lked  t o  me about i t  i n  an 
o f f i c i a l  capac i ty .  
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Q Do you know i f  t h e r e  was e v e r  an o r d e r  coming 
down t o  s t o p  t h e  burning? 

A. N O ,  sir. 

Q. Stop t h e  k i l l i n g ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q Cease f i r e ,  o r  anything l i k e ,  t h a t ?  

A.. No, s i r .  

Q- Did you have a camera? , 

A .  NO,  s ir .  

Q Do you know of anybody t h a t  d id?  

A .  I c a n F t  t h i n k  of  anybody. 

Q Do you have any documentary evidence such as  a 
t ape  recording o r  o rde r s  o r  anything? 

A .  I t h i n k  I might have some l e t t e r s  a t  home of what 
happened. 

A .  Y e s ,  sir. 

Q And were t h e s e  letters--who were t h e s e  l e t t e r s  
w r i t t e n  t o ?  

A. My paren t s .  

Q What did-you desc r ibe  i n  these  l e t t e r s ?  . 

A .  I usua l ly  descr ibed  what happened on an o p e r a t i o n  
a f t e r  it was over t o  l e t  them know what happens. I was 
th inking  of w r i t i n g  a book a t  one time on Vietnam, and t h a t  
was the bes t  way t o  keep documentary, f a c t u a l  information.  

Q Would it be p o s s i b l e  f o r  you t o  send us t h e  
l e t t e r s  o r  a copy of t h e  l e t t e r s  i n  o rde r  t o  f i x  t h e  t i m e s ,  
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d a t e s ,  and p l a c e s ?  We can do t h i s  one of two ways; 
you can send t h e  l e t t e r s  and we w i l l  make cop ie s  o f  them 
and send them back t o  you, o r  you can make c o p i e s  and send  
us  t h e  cop ie s .  

A.  I t h i n k  it would be  b e t t e r  i f  I s e n t  you t h e  l e t -
ters. 

Q We w i l l  g ive  you an envelope w i t h  o u r  add res s  
h e r e  and Major THOMAS w i l l  g e t  them back t o  you. We w i l l  
r un  them o f f  and g e t  them back t o  you. W e  a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  
on ly  i n  t h i s  t ime p e r i o d ,  t h o s e  3 days and t h e  b r i e f i n g .  
W e  d o n ' t  want t o  r ead  your m a i l ,  on ly  t h o s e  p o r t i o n s  of t h e  
l e t t e r s  t h a t  d e a l s  w i t h  t h e  o p e r a t i o n s .  That  means i f  
you have anyth ing  p e r s o n a l ,  you don1t have t o  send  t h e  o t h e r  
p a r t  of t h e  le t te r .  

A. S ince  it was t o  my p a r e n t s ,  it wouldn ' t  have t h a t  
much. .1 

Q Thi s  i s  up t o  you. 

A. There i s  no problem i n  t h a t .  

Q Those d e s c r i p t i o n s  which would have been made a t  
t h e  t i m e  a r e  t h e  b e s t  in format ion  w e  can g e t .  

A. I f  I would be  a b l e  t o  s t o p  o f f  a t  home, i n  Tucson. 

Q. ~ ' ms u r e  w e  can a r r ange  t h a t .  You d o n ' t  know i f  
t hey  a r e  t h e r e  o r  n o t .  

A .  Whether my p a r e n t s  threw them o u t  o r  n o t ,  I can1t 
t e l l .  

Q I ' l l  t e l l  you what t o  do. When you g e t  through 
h e r e ,  we '11 g e t  you a phone c a l l  home and l e t  them look  f o r  
them today .  You come i n  he re  i n  t h e  morning and we w i l l  
g e t  you ano the r  phone c a l l  home and s e e  i f  t h e y  have found 
them. I f  t hey  f i n d  them, we '11 d i v e r t  your  t r a v e l  back 
t h e r e .  

A. That  would be  f i n e .  
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Q - And you t e l l  them where you t h i n k  t h e y  are and--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  My mother knows where t h e y  are.  

Q Then w i l l  you come back h e r e  i n  t h e  morning, 
and i f  t h i s  i s  t h e  c a s e ,  i f  t h o s e  l e t t e r s  a r e  t h e r e ,  t h e n  I 
t h i n k  we had b e t t e r  r o u t e  him back through t h e r e  s o  t h a t  
h e  can p ick  them up and mai l  them t o  us .  

A .  Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q m y  o t h e r  documentary evidence t h a t  you have 
t h a t  would be o f  i n t e r e s t  t o  us ,. photographs and such a s  
t h a t .  

A .  I w a s  n o t  t a k i n g  many photographs .  

Q. Did you h e a r  any rumors of unnecessary k i l l i n g s
by B/4/3 o r  1/20? 

A. Not that I know o f .  

Q Were you e v e r  t o l d  n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  p o s s i b l e  un-
necessary  k i l l i n g s  of c i v i l i a n s ?  

A. No, s i r .  

Q Was mari juana a problem i n  t h e  company? 

A .  No, s i r .  We had a few people  who d i d  t r y  it a 
f e w  t i m e s .  I t  was no r e a l  big problem. 

Q - Did it have any e f f e c t  on t h e  combat o p e r a t i o n s ?  

A .  No, sir.  I don' t th ink  anybody smoked it on 
o p e r a t i o n s .  

Q Aside from what you have desc r ibed  t o  me a s  hap-
pening up t h e r e  i n  t h e  a r e a  t o  t h e  n o r t h ,  do you know of  
any U.S. o r  ARVN t o r t u r i n g  of  t h e  VC s u s p e c t s ?  

A .  Except f o r  t h e  b e a t i n g ,  t h a t  i s  a l l  t h a t  I can 
t h i n k  o f .  

Q You d i d n ' t  h e a r  o f  any of them g e t t i n g  t h e i r  f i nge r s  
c u t  o f f  o r  any th ing  l i k e  t h a t ?  
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A. No, sir. 

Q What do you know about FERNANDEZ? 

A. He was a Cubzn descendent.  H i s  family came t o  
this country j u s t  a f t e r  CASTRO took over ,  before  he c losed  
it o f f .  And they made him RTO even though he d i d  have a 
bad Spanish accent .  Once i n  a  whi le  he would r e l a p s e  i n t o  
Spanish when he  got exc i t ed .  

Q H e  was a good RTO? 

A. Yes. 

Q Do you t h i n k  he is  an hones t  man? 

A. I t h i n k  he i s  f a i r l y  hones t ,  yes ,  s i r .  

Q He i s  t h e  one t h a t  descr ibeddseeing t h e s e  15  t o  
20 women and children--

A .  ( In terpos ing)  I ' d  say i f  he  s a w  them, he saw them, 
s i r .  

Q You d i d n ' t  have any c o n t r o l  over  MILUS ' machine-
gun during t h e  opera t ion  t h e  f i r s t  day? 

A. Not a f t e r  we got  ac ross  t h e  br idge  and he went 
i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  him being  put  i n t o  a c t i o n  on t h e  
west  s i d e  of t h e  br idge? 

A. No; s ir .  I got  back con t ro l  of him t h a t  n i g h t  
and p u t  him i n  my defensive a r e a ,  and t h a t  is when he--we 
were placed ou t s ide  the cover of t h e  t r e e s .  Somebody 
must have watched us d ig  t h e  foxholes ,  because he got  t h e  
f i r s t  mortar round r i g h t  i n  t h e  foxhole wi th  him. 

Q D o  you have any f u r t h e r  s ta tements  o r  f u r t h e r  
testimony t h a t  might assist  General PEERS i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i -
ga t ion?  

A'; No, s i r ,  
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Q I d i d n ' t  ask you if you had e v e r  been ques t ioned .  
I t h i n k  you s t a t e d  t h a t  you had never  been ques t ioned  of-
f i c i a l l y .  D o  you know of anyone who was e v e r  ques t ioned?  

A. No, s ir .  

Q. S p e c i a l i s t  LINKOUS, you a r e  ordered  n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  
your tes t imony i n  t h i s  case  wi th  o t h e r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  o t h e r  
wi tnesses  f o r  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  except  i n  performance of 
o f f i c i a l  duty o r  a s  you may be r e q u i r e d  t o  do b e f o r e  a com-
p e t e n t  l e g i s l a t i v e ,  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e ,  o r  j u d i c i a l  body. DO 
you unders tand? 

A .  Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q I do want you t o  g e t  w i th  Major THOMAS a f t e r  t h i s .  
YOU w i l l  have t o  s e t  him up f o r  a long d i s t a n c e  phone c a l l  
and g e t  your phone c a l l  through,  and make it a time i n  t h e  
morning. Remember w e  have a d i f f e r e n t  t i m e  element.  

A .  I ' l l  make it 1 0  o ' c lock  tomorrow morning and 
t h a t  would be 7 back home. They a r e  f a i r l y  e a r l y  risers. 

COL WILSON: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  r e c e s s .  

(The hea r ing  recessed  a t  1 6 1 9  hour s ,  1 6  February 
1970.) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: LIAS, ROY L. SSG 

DATE O F  TESTIMONY : 1 3  J a n u a r y  19 70 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N / A  

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968:  Squad Leade r ,  1 s t  Squad,  
1st P l a t o o n ,  B/4/3, Task F c r c e  B a r k e r .  

1. BACKGROUND INFORMATION. 

The w i t n e s s  came w i t h  t h e  u n i t  t o  Vietnam i n  December 
(pg .  9 ) .  I n  Hawaii p r i o r  t o  d e p a r t u r e  L i e u t e n a n t  COCHRAN 

was h i s  p l a t o o n  l e a d e r  (pg .  9 ) .  I n  March o f  1968 L i e u t e n a n t  
WILLINGHAM was h i s  p l a t o o n  l e a d e r  (pg .  3 ) .  His company 
commander was C a p t a i n  MICHLES (pg .  1 8 ) .  The w i t n e s s  
p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  numerous s e a r c h  and d e s t r o y  o p e r a t i o n s  w h i l e  
i n  c o u n t r y  (pg .  8 ) ,  and he  d i s c u s s e d  an o p e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  u n i t  
which o c c u r r e d  i n  February  o r  e a r l y  March i n  which t h e y  were 
p inned  down i n  a  g r a v e y a r d ,  h i s  p l a t o o n  l e a d e r  g o t  h i t ,  and 
APC's came i n  t o  a s s i s t  i n  t h e i r  w i thd rawa l  (pg .  1 6 ,  1 7 ) .  On 
12 Februa ry ,  t h e  w i t n e s s  was wounded by a s m a l l  f r agmen t .  
H e  w a s  n o t  medevac 'd  and  s t a y e d  w i t h  t h e  u n i t  ( p g s .  35 ,  36) . 
2.  PRIOR TRAINING I N  RULES OF LAND WARFARE. 

P r i o r  t o  go ing  t o  Vietnam, t h e  w i t n e s s  r e c e i v e d  t r a i n i n g  
i n  t h e  h a n d l i n g  o f  p r i s o n e r s  o f  war and noncombatants  ( p q s .  3 ,  
4 ) .  H e  s t a t e d  t h e r e  was no p a r t i c u l a r  d i f f e r e n c e  between 
t h e  t r e a t m e n t  o f  noncombatants  and p r i s o n e r s .  They were 
t r a i n e d  t o  conduc t  t h e  f i v e  S ' s  (pg .  4 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  
r e c e i v i n g  a l e c t u r e  on t h e  l e g a l i t y  o f  o r d e r s  (pq .  4 ) .  H e  
was t r a i n e d  i n  t h e  Geneva Convent ions  i n  h i s  b a s i c  t r a i n i n g ,  
AIT, and i n  a n n u a l  c l a s s e s  (pg .  4 )  . Upon a r r i v a l  i n  Vietnam, 
t h e y  went th-rough approx ima te ly  seven  days  o f  t r a i n i n g  i n  
t h e  Duc Pho a r e a  ( p g s .  4 ,  5 ) .  The c l a s s e s  were i n  d e t e c t i n g  
l a n d  mines ,  and h a n d l i n g  o f  p r i s o n e r s  (pg .  4 )  . 13e d i d  n o t  
r eca l l  a l e c t u r e  by any l e g a l  o f f i c e r s  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d  
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(pg.  5 ) .  The w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  t h i n k  h e  had s e e n  E x h i b i t  
M-2, "Nine Rules"  (pg.  5 ) .  I Ie  s a i d  t h a t  t h e y  were i s s u e d  
some c a r d s  w h i l e  t h e y  w e r e  i n  t r a i n i n g  i n  Vietnam (pg.  5 ) .  
H e  c o u l d  have  been  i s s u e d  E x h i b i t  M-3, "The Enemy i n  Your 
Hands" (pg .  6 ) .  

3. PREOPERATIONAL PLANS AND BRIEFINGS. 

a .  WILLINGHAM'S b r i e f i n g .  

The w i t n e s s  f e l t  t h a t  he  w a s  b r i e f e d  a t  LZ U p t i g h t  
and w a s  t o l d  t h a t  t h e y  were go ing  i n t o  an enemy s t r o n g h o l d  
(pg .  6 ) .  H e  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  L i e u t e n a n t  WILLINGHAM b r i e f e d  t h e  
e n t i r e  p l a t o o n  (pg .  7 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  recall  s p e c i f i c a l l y  
h a v i n g  a map (pg .  8 ) .  The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  it w a s  a s e a r c h  
and d e s t r o y  m i s s i o n ,  t h e  f i r s t  h e  had been o n ,  and t h e y  were 
supposed t o  d e s t r o y  t h e  v i l l a g e s  (pg .  11). They w e r e  n o t  
supposed  to .  bu rn  houses  o r  hoo tches  p g .  1 1  The w i t n e s s  
l a t e r  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  m i s s i o n  d i d  n o t  seem unusua l  and 
ment ioned t h e y  were t o  bu rn  t h e  hoo tches  t o  b r e a k  down 
t h e  mora l e  o f  t h e  enemy (pg .  1 9 ) .  They were supposed  t o  
round up f o o d s t o c k s  f o r  h e l i c o p t e r s  t o  p i c k  up,  b u t  t h e y  w e r e  
n o t  t o l d  t o  d e s t r o y  an ima l s  (pg .  1 2 )  . H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  on 
t h e i r  o p e r a t i o n s ,  t h e y  were n e v e r  i n v o l v e d  w i t h  l i v e s t o c k  
(pg.  1 3 ) .  They w e r e  t o  apprehend  s u s p e c t s ,  l e a v i n g  beh ind  
c i v i l i a n s  o r  noncombatants  (pg.  1 3 ) .  U s u a l l y ,  t h e y  would 
t a k e  t h e  male s u s p e c t s ,  t a g  them, and e v e n t u a l l y  s e n d  them 
t o  t h e  rear (pg.  1 3 )  . The peop le  were p a s s e d  back t o  
t h e  p l a t o o n  l e a d e r  normal ly  (pg .  1 4 ) .  The w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  
recal l  C a p t a i n  MICHLES or  any s t a f f  o f f i c e r s  b e i n g  p r e s e n t  
a t  t h e  b r i e f i n g  (pgs. 1 9 ,  20) . 

b .  A t t i t u d e  o f  t h e  p l a t o o n .  

The w i t n e s s ,  h a v i n g  been t o l d  t h a t  t h e y  were go ing  
i n t o  a  con f i rmed  s t r o n g h o l d  w i t h  q u i t e  a  few enemy, f e l t  
t h e y  were e n t e r i n g  " s u r e  d e a t h "  (pg .  1 4 )  . H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  
t h e  a t t i t u d e  w a s  a b o u t  t h e  same toward  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  a s  
any o t h e r  (pgs .  1 4 ,  1 5 ) .  

4 .  COMBAT OPERATIONS, 16-19 MARCH. 

a .  F l i g h t  i n t o  t h e  a r e a .  

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  h e  was n o t  on t h e  f i r s t  l i f t  
t h a t  l e f t  from LZ U p t i g h t  ( p g s .  20-22) . They f l e w  i n  t h e  
d i r e c t i o n  towards  t h e  p e n i n s u l a  ( p g s .  20 ,  2 1 ) .  The p l a t o o n  
w a s  p o s i t i o n e d  f a c i n g  e a c h  o t h e r  on t h e  i n s i d e  o f  t h e  a i r c r a f t .  
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H e  h e a r d  no f i r i n g  when he  g o t  o f f  t h e  a i r c r a f t  (pg .  23) . 

H e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  s e e i n g  any a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  (pg .  21) and d i d  

n o t  r e c a l l  whe the r  t h e  doorgunners  were f i r i n g  o r  n o t  (pgs .  

21 ,  2 2 ) .  


b .  Landing zone.  

The w i t n e s s  s a i d  t h e  l a n d i n g  zone was an open f i e l d  
w i t h  a  permanent  t r a i l  runn ing  th rough  it and a h e d g e l i n e  
(pg .  2 2 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  a  b i g  h i l l  n e a r  t h e  l a n d i n g  
zone n o r  d i d  h e  r e c a l l  a g r a v e y a r d  (pg .  2 2 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  
r e c a l l  s e e i n g  Road 521  (pgs .  22 ,  2 3 ) .  There  w e r e  a few 
enemy c a s u a l t i e s  n e a r  t h e  l a n d i n g  zone ,  which he  f e l t  were 
from a p r i o r  a r t i l l e r y  p r e p  (pg .  2 3 ) .  One o f  t h e  p r i s o n e r s  
t h e y  apprehended had been  h i t  ( p g s .  23 ,  24) . 

c.  Movement o f  t h e  u n i t  on 16 March 1968. 

~ h ' e  w i t n e s s  r e c a l l e d  moving up t o  a h e d g e l i n e  and 
s t o p p i n g  t h e r e  (pg .  24) . IIe s t a t e d  a h e l i c o p t e r  came i n  t o  
d u s t o f f  L i e u t e n a n t  COCHRAN b u t  he  d i d  n o t  see t h e  body. 
Members o f  t h e  u n i t  had  a l r e a d y  moved throu* t h e  a r e a  where 
t h e  l a n d  mines were l o c a t e d  (pg .  2 4 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  know i f  
L i e u t e n a n t  COCHRAN was k i l l e d  i n  a g r a v e y a r d  (pg .  2 5 ) .  
They moved th rough  a s m a l l  a r e a  p i c k i n g  up p r i s o n e r s  ( p g . 2 5 ) .  
They k e p t  t h e  p r i s o n e r s  w i f h  them, t u r n i n g  them o v e r  t o  t h e  
h e a d q u a r t e r s  s e c t i o n  (pg .  29) . They were t o l d  t o  bu rn  t h e  
hoo tches  and  d e s t r o y  t h e  food  a s  t h e y  moved th rough  t h e  
f i r s t  hamle t  (pg .  2 9 ) .  The w i t n e s s  was n o t  one o f  t h e  
f i r s t  p e o p l e  t o  go th rough  t h e  hamle t  (pg.  31) . H e  s a w  
d e s t r o y e d  bunker  complexes b u t  d i d  n o t  see anyone throwing  
hand g r e n a d e s  (pgs .  29 , 30) . H e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  s e e i n g  any 
dead VC n o r  d i d  he  r e c a l l  i f  h i s  p l a t o o n  k i l l e d  any (pg .  3 0 ) .  
IIe s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  were booby t r aps  i n  t h e  a r e a  composed o f  
w a s t e  m a t e r i a l  from unexploded government equipment  (pg .  30) . 
H e  s a w  a few dead  b o d i e s  i n  t h e  hamle t  b u t  saw no one s h o t  
( p g s .  30,  31) . The p o i n t  squad had gone f i r s t  w i t h  t h e  o t h e r  
squads  f o l l o w i n g  and b r i n g i n g  t h e  peop le  from t h e  v i l l a g e  
o u t .  There  was no  g roup ing  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  because  t h e  a r e a  
was t o o  s m a l l  ( p g .  3 1 ) .  The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  he  n e v e r  l e f t  t h e  
road  and t h e  p e o p l e  t h a t  he  saw c o u l d  have been t h e  r e s u l t  
o f  an a r t i l l e r y  p r e p  (pg .  3 2 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  s e e  any s o l d i e r s  
i n  t h e  p l a t o o n  abuse  any o f  t h e  women b u t  s t a t e d  he  had  h e a r d  
t h a t  some o t h e r  a c t i v i t i e s  had gone on b e f o r e  h e  g o t  t h e r e  
(pg .  3 2 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  see t h e  squad  l e a d e r s  o r  p l a t o o n  
l e a d e r s  i n t e r r o g a t i n g  any o f  t h e  peop le  (pg .  33) . G e n e r a l l y ,  
h e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  any i n c i d e n t s  which o c c u r r e d  ( p g .  3 3 ) .  
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A c t i v i t i e s  on 1 7  March 1968. 

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d .  t h e y  moved i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  
My Khe ( 4 )  and Co Lay (1) moving down a  wood-l ike t e r r a i n  
toward t h e  c o a s t  l i n e  (pg .  2 5 ) .  I n i t i a l l y ,  h e  d i d  n o t  re-
c a l l  c r o s s i n g  a b r i d g e ,  r e c e i v i n g  any s n i p e r  f i r e ,  o r  t h e  
e x a c t  d a t e  o f  t h e i r  movement (pgs .  25, 26) . A f t e r  b e i n g  
r e f r e s h e d  on TAYLOR'S wound, t h e  w i t n e s s  r e c a l l e d  t h a t  
TAYLOR was wounded by a  mine o r  booby t r ap  n e a r  t h e  b r i d g e  
( p g s .  41,  4 2 ) .  H e  a l s o  r e c a l l e d  r e c e i v i n g  s n i p e r  f i r e  and 
h a v i n g  a f i r e - f i g h t  i n  t h e  a r e a  (pg .  42) . H e  s t a t e d  h e  d i d  
n o t  r e c a l l  any g u n s h i p s . b e i n g  b rough t  i n t o  t h e  a r e a  ( p g . 4 2 ) .  
H e  w a s  i n  back o f  t h e  squad  t h a t  TAYLOR was i n  and  it was 
n o r t h  o f  t h e  b r i d g e  a t  t h e  t i m e  (pg .  4 3 ) .  He s t a t e d  t h e  
rest o f  t h e  company d i d  n o t  come a c r o s s  t h e  b r i d g e  to  j o i n  
him s h o r t l y  a f t e r  TAYLOR w a s  h i t  ( p g s .  43,  4 4 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  
r e c a l l  what  d i r e c t i o n  t h e y  moved o u t  i n  from t h a t  p o i n t  
(pg .  4 4 ) .  

e .  U q i t s '  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  t h e  beach a r e a  on 18-19 March 

1968. 


The w i t n e s s  r e c a l l e d  a r r i v i n g  a t  a beach- type  a r e a  
where medics  e v e n t u a l l y  came i n  and where t h e y  s p e n t  t h e  
n i g h t  (pg .  2 6 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  f i n d i n g  a  r i ce  cache  on 
-18 March (pg .  44) , n o r  d i d  h e  r e c a l l  a d u s t o f f  f o r  t h r e e  
Vietnamese wounded by a  booby t r ap  (pg .  4 5 ) .  H e  f e l t  t h a t  t h e  
medics  had  come i n  t h e  1 8 t h ,  b u t  was n o t  s u r e  o f  t h e  d a t e  
(pg .  4 5 ) .  H e  was n o t  s u r e  o f  t h e  number o f  o f f i c e r s  w i t h  
t h e  med ica l  de tachment  ( p g s .  46,  471, b u t  r e c a l l e d  t h a t  
t h e r e  w e r e  some Vietnamese N a t i o n a l  P o l i c e  w i t h  them ( p g . 4 7 ) .  
H e  r e c a l l e d  t h e  Navy d e l i v e r i n g  some d e t a i n e e s  t h a t  were 
f i she rmen  i n  sampans o f f  t h e  c o a s t  ( p g s .  47,  4 8 ) .  While 
t h e s e  p e o p l e  were b e i n g  q u e s t i o n e d ,  h i s  u n i t  s e a r c h e d  t h e  
sampans and n o t h i n g  s u s p i c i o u s  was found (pg .  4 9 ) .  E x h i b i t  
M-40 s e t  t h e  d a t e  o f  t h i s  Navy a c t i v i t y  a s  b e i n g  16 March 
(pg .  48)  , b u t  t h e  w i t n e s s  w a s  q u i t e  s u r e  t h a t  i t  o c c u r r e d  on 
1 8  March, t h e  day b e f o r e  t h e y  l e f t  t h e  a r e a  (pg .  49) . From 
t h i s  a r e a  a l o n g  t h e  beach t h e y  were l i f t e d  o u t  by h e l i c o p t e r  
e i t h e r  t o  LZ U p t i g h t  o r  t o  LZ ~ o t t i e  ( p g s .  46,  4 8 ) .  

5 .  INQUIRIES CONCERNING THE ASSAULT. 

The f i r s t  t h i n g  t h a t  t h e  w i t n e s s  h e a r d  c o n c e r n i n g  an 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was a f t e r  h i s  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s  
(pg .  4 9 ) .  While i n  Vietnam h e  h e a r d  n o t h i n g  o f  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  
knew no one t h a t  was i n t e r v i e w e d ,  was n o t  i n t e r v i e w e d  h i m s e l f ,  
n o r  d i d  he  see any s e n i o r  o f f i c e r s  from d i v i s i o n  o r  b r i g a d e  
a s k i n g  q u e s t i o n s  abou t  t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  ( p g s .  49,  50) . 
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6. OTHER INFORMATION. 


a .  The w i t n e s s  f e l t  t h a t  a few members o f  t h e  u n i t  
w e r e  u s i n g  m a r i j u a n a  b u t  d i d  n o t  f e e l  t h a t  peop le  went on 
t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  w h i l e  t h e y  were h i g h  ( p g s .  50 ,  5 1 ) .  

b .  H e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  anyone i n  t h e  squad o r  p l a t o o n  
t a k i n g  pho tog raphs  w i t h  a p e r s o n a l  camera.  Most o f  t h e  
p e o p l e  would c a r r y  p o r t a b l e  r a d i o s ,  n o t  cameras (pg .  5 1 ) .  

c.  The w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  s e e i n g  a  p h o t o g r a p h e r ,  
o r  a P I 0  man, on t h e  1 6 t h  o r  1 7 t h  o f  March (pg .  3 6 )  . 
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EXIIIBITS 

DFSCRIPTION' NOTES 
W i t  t h o u g h t  h e  w a s  

MACV C a r d  "Nine R u l e s "  i s s u e d  c a r d  b u t  
d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  
t h i s  o n e .  

MACV C a r d  
Hands " 

"Enemy i n  Your W i t  f e l t  t h e y  
c o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  
i s s u e d  t h i s  c a r d .  

EXHIBIT 

NUMBER 


M- 2 

M- 3 

M-14 . 
M-16 

M-40 

P-17 

-
P-20 

P-21 
a n d  
P-22 

P-2 3 

PAGES 

5 

6 

2 4 , 2 5  

45 

4 8 

37 
-

.3 8 

Task  F o r c e  B a r k e r  l o g ,  

16  Mar 68 

Task  F o r c e  B a r k e r  l o g ,  

1 8  ~ I a r6 8  


COMUSMACV msg 2401252 

Dec. 69 


M i s c e l l a n e o u s  S c e n e  

M i s c e l l a n e o u s  S c e n e-

M i s c e l l a n e o u s  S c e n e s  

M i s c e l l a n e o u s  S c e n e  

R e f e r e n c e  made t o  
0845 e n t r y .  
R e f e r e n c e  t o  r i ce  
c a c h e  and  t o  a 
d u s  t o f  f . 
R e f e r e n c e  t o  e n t r y  
on Vie tnamese  i n  
sampans .  

. --
W i t  recognized b u t  
c o u l d  n o t  l o c a t e  
t n 2  a r e a .  

wit f e l t  l t  wa-
h e a d q u a r t e r s  
p l a t o o n  p e r s o n n e l .  

g n l z e a  J 3 u L  

c o u l d  n o t  name o n e  
American s o l d i e r  

f rom M I .  

W i t  i d e n t i f i e d  

MICHLES . 

Used t o  o r i e n t  

t h e  w i t n e s s .  

W l t  u s e d  t o  o c a t e  

s p o t  o f  a c t i v i t y  

on a p r l o r  

6 p e r a t i o n .  


+, 

39,40 


40 

1 5,z1 

l ; ; 1 4 ;  

-

M A P - 4 I ~ a p 6 7 3 9 1 1  , 
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EXIIIBITS 


NUMBER DESCRIPTION NOTZS PAGES 
T a s k  Force B a r k e r  log ' R e f e r e n c e  t o  enemy 

M-14 1 6  M a r  k i l l s .  3 4 
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(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1530 h o u r s ,  1 3  
January  19 70. ) 

COL WILSON: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR: The fo l lowing  named pe r sons  a r e  p r e s e n t :  COL 
WILSON, MR WALSH, LTC NOLL, MAJ ZYCHOWSKI, and MAJ THOMAS. 

The n e x t  w i t n e s s  i s  S t a f f  Sergeant  Ray L. LIAS. 

(SSG LIAS was c a l l e d  a s  a  w i t n e s s ,  was 
sworn, and t e s t i f i e d  a s  fo l lows : )  

P l ease  s t a t e  your f u l l  name, g rade ,  S o c i a l  
S e c u r i t y  number, branch of s e r v i c e ,  o r g a n i z a t i o n  and s t a t i o n .  

A. S t a f f  Se rgean t ,  E - 6 ,  Ray Lee LIAS, , I 

F o r t  Benning, Georgia,  1st  B a t t a l i o n ,  29th I n f a n t r y ,  170th& .  

I n f a n t r y  Brigade.  . . 

COL WILSON: Se rgean t  LIAS, b e f o r e  w e  proceed w i t h  any 
q u e s t i o n s ,  I ' d  l i k e  t o  inform you of  s e v e r a l  m a t t e r s .  

Th i s  i n q u i r y  w a s  d i r e c t e d  j o i n t l y  by t h e  
S e c r e t a r y  of  t h e  Army and Chief of  S t a f f  of t h e  Army f o r  
t h e  purpose of  de te rmin ing  f a c t s  and making recommendations 
concerning t h e  My L a i  ( 4 )  i n c i d e n t  o f  16 March 1968. 

I n  conduct ing h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  General  PEERS 
determined t h a t  it was neces sa ry  t o  have a complete i n s i g h t  
i n t o  t h e  o v e r a l l  ground and a i r  o p e r a t i o n s  i n  t h e  Son My 
V i l l a g e  a r e a  d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d  of 16 t o  18  March 1968. He, 
t h e r e f o r e ,  appoin ted  t h i s  board r e f e r r e d  t o  as In t e rv i ew 
Team C ,  t o  q u e s t i o n  personne l  of B/4/3, t o  p r e p a r e  a com-
p l e t e  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  u n i t  o p e r a t i o n s  of t h e  company. 
You may e x p e c t ,  p o s s i b l y ,  General  PEERS o r  o t h e r  members of 
h i s  board t o  j o i n  t h i s  group a t  any t ime du r ing  t h e  i n t e r -  
r o g a t i o n .  

Your tes t imony w i l l  be t aken  under o a t h .  A 
verba t im t r a n s c r i p t  w i l l  be p repared .  A t a p e  r eco rd ing  i s  
be ing  made i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  verba t im n o t e s  be ing  taken  
by t h e  r e p o r t e r .  

Although t h e  g e n e r a l  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of  t h e  r e p o r t  
w i l l  be c o n f i d e n t i a l ,  it i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h e  tes t imony o r  
p a r t s  o f  it may l a t e r  become a  m a t t e r  of  p u b l i c  knowledge. 
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During t h i s  i n t e r v i e w ,  t h e  board w i l l  f o l l ow 
a c h r o n o l o g i c a l  sequence of  q u e s t i o n i n g .  The f i r s t  
s e r i e s  of  q u e s t i o n s  w i l l  be concerned wi th  t r a i n i n g  j u s t  
p r i o r  t o  and a f t e r  a r r i v a l  i n  t h e  Republic of  Vietnam. 
The second series w i l l  i n q u i r e  i n t o  t h e  b r i e f i n g  p r i o r  
t o  t h e  combat a s s a u l t  which would probably have t a k e n  
p l a c e  on 15  March. And t h e  t h i r d  s e r i e s  w i l l  concern 
p r i o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  o r  i n q u i r i e s  which may have been 
made i n t o  t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  o p e r a t i o n s  du r ing  t h a t  pe r iod .  

Do you have any q u e s t i o n s  on what I ' v e  s a i d ?  

A. None a t  a l l .  

COL WILSON: I want t o  emphasize t h a t  t h i s  board is  n o t  
concerned n e c e s s a r i l y  w i t h  c r i m i n a l  a c t i o n s .  W e  ' r e  t r y i n g  
t o  r e c o n s t r u c t  what happened, a s  f a r  a s  B Company i s  con-
cerned ,  on t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  o p e r a t i o n .  There a r e  f o u r  mem-
b e r s  o f  t h i s  board who a r e  a u t h o r i z e d  t o  ask you q u e s t i o n s :  
M r .  WALSH on my r i g h t  vo lun tee red  h i s  s e r v i c e s  t o  t h e  
S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  Army t o  a s s i s t  General  PEERS i n  h i s  i n v e s t i -  
g a t i o n ;  L i e u t e n a n t  Colonel  NOLL on my l e f t  i s  a member o f  
t h e  board;  Major ZYCHOWSKI i s  a member of t h e  board.  They, 
from t i m e  t o  t i m e ,  w i l l  be a sk ing  you q u e s t i o n s  j u s t  as I w i l l .  

Se rgean t  L I A S ,  I want t o  adv i se  you now t h a t  a t  
any t i m e  you want l e g a l  counse l ,  it w i l l  be  p rov ided;  t h a t  
any q u e s t i o n  t h a t  I a s k ,  t h e  answer t o  which may t e n d  t o  
i n c r i m i n a t e  you,  you do  n o t  have t o  answer. Nor do you 
have t o  con t inue  answering q u e s t i o n s  a t  any t i m e  t h a t  you 
d e s i r e  t o  s t o p  answering q u e s t i o n s .  I f  you d e s i r e ,  I w i l l  
provide you o r  a r r ange  f o r  l e g a l  counse l  t o  be  p r e s e n t  
r i g h t  now i f  you want it. 

A. No, s ir .  I f u l l y  unders tand.  

Q *  I f  you d b  s t a t e  anyth ing  t h a t  would t e n d  t o  
i n c r i m i n a t e  you, o r  p l a c e  your  p o s i t i o n  i n  jeopardy,  t h i s  
board w i l l  s o  inform you a t  t h e  t i m e  and w i l l  a t  t h a t  t i m e  
ask you aga in  i f  you want l e g a l  counse l .  

A .  Yes, sir.  

Q .  Is t h a t  c l e a r ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  
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9 What was your  assignment on 16  March 1968? 

A. F a i n t l y  remembering, s i r ,  j u s t  a n o t h e r  opera-
t i o n  f o r  us .  W e  were on t h e  f i r e  base  and g o t  word t h a t  
w e  were moving o u t .  

Q Wait a minute ,  l e t  me ask you aga in .  I ' m  
i n t e r e s t e d  i n  what your squad and p l a t o o n  and company and 
b a t t a l i o n  ass ignment  w a s  i n  March of 1968? 

A. A s  f a r  a s  I know, s i r ,  w e  were t o  conduct  a 
s e a r c h  and d e s t r o y  miss ion.  

Q. What was your job? 

A. My p o s i t i o n ?  I was a squad l e a d e r .  

Q Squad l e a d e r  of which squad? 

A .  I t h i n k  it was t h e  f i r s t  squad ,  s i r .  

F i r s t  squad of which p l a toon?  

A. I ' m  w i t h  t h e  1st  P la toon .  

Q *  1st P la toon  and of  which company? 

Q *  Was t h i s  company p a r t  of  Task Force Barker? 

A .  Y e s ,  it was. 

Q Who w a s  your  p l a t o o n  l e a d e r ?  

A. L i eu t enan t  W I L L I N G H A M ,  s i r .  Excuse m e ,  s i r ,  I 
had another-- I 'm n o t  q u i t e  s u r e ,  he was. I t h i n k  he was 
t h e  one.  I c a n ' t  remember now, s i r ,  which,  because w e  went 
through a couple  of  p l a t o o n  l e a d e r s .  

Q - You t h i n k  he was t h e  p l a t o o n  l e a d e r ?  

A .  Yes, sir.  

Q. Were you g iven  any s p e c i f i c  t r a i n i n g  r ega rd ing  
t h e  hand l ing  of p r i s o n e r s  of  w a r  and noncombatants p r i o r  t o  
going t o  Vietnam? 
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A. y e s ,  sir. 


Q- Do you r e c a l l  t h i s  t r a i n i n g ,  what was i t ?  


A. I t  was t o  conduct  t h e  f i v e  S ' s - - t o  s e i z e ,  t o  
s e a r c h ,  t o  s e g r e g a t e  and s o  f o r t h ,  s ir .  

Q .  How about  noncombatants? Was any th ing  s t a t e d  on 
noncombatants? 

A. I c a n ' t  remember any t r a i n i n g ,  s i r .  I t ' s  j u s t  
t h a t  a l l  p r i s o n e r s  t h a t  were apprehended would go through 
t h e  same methods, sir.  

Q* H a s  anybody e v e r  given you a l e c t u r e  on t h e  
l e g a l i t y  o f  o r d e r s  o r  have you e v e r  heard  a l e c t u r e  g iven  t o  
your u n i t  on t h e  l e g a l i t y  o f  o r d e r s ?  

A. Not t h a t  I r e c a l l ,  s i r .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  s o .  

Q. O r  t h e  Geneva Conventions,  have you e v e r  had 
any c l a s s e s  on t h e  Geneva Conventions? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q- Where? 

A. Bas ic  t r a i n i n g ,  we had c l a s s e s  on t h e  Geneva 
Conventions,  a l s o  advanced t r a i n i n g ,  and a l s o  annua l  c l a s s e s  
on t h e  Geneva Conventions.  

Q .  When you a r r i v e d  i n  Vietnam, d i d  you go through 
any s p e c i a l  t r a i n i n g ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. Where? -
A .  I t h i n k  it w a s  i n  t h e  Duc Pho a r e a ,  when w e  
f i r s t  a r r i v e d '  i n  Vietnam. 

Q What t y p e  of t r a i n i n g  did t hey  g i v e  you? 

A. For  d e t e c t i n g  land  mines and what have you, and 
a l s o  t h e  prob ing  methods o f  d e t e c t i o n ,  c l a s s e s .  I t h i n k  it 
was on,  t h e  hand l ing  o f  p r i s o n e r s  and what have you. 
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Q • You d i d  have c l a s s e s  on t h e  handl ing of POW'S? 
Were you t o l d  t o  t a g  POW's  o r  was t h i s  given you i n  any i n -
s t r u c t i o n ?  

A. Yes, s i r ,  t h ?  method of tagging them, sir .  

Q. Were t h e r e  any l e c t u r e s  given t o  you by l e g a l  
o f f i c e r s ,  J A G  o f f i c e r s  during t h e  per iod  you were i n  t h i s  
t r a i n i n g ?  

A. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l ,  s i r .  

Q - HOW long d i d  t h a t  t r a i n i n g  l a s t ,  do you remem-
ber?  

A .  Offhand, I ' d  say approximately 7 days ,  sir.  
I ' m  no t  s u r e .  

Q =  The f i r s t  card  I show you h6re  i s  Exh ib i t  M-2 
e n t i t l e d ,  "Nine Rules." I t ' s  a  f a c s i m i l e  of t h e  card ;  t h i s  
was i n  red. Have you ever  seen  t h i s  pocket-sized, wal le t -
s i z e d  card? 

A. I ' m  n o t  s u r e ,  sir.  I c o u l d n ' t  say f o r  s u r e .  
I d o n ' t  t h i n k  I have, sir.  

Q- What about looking a t  t h e  back page t h e r e ?  

A. This seems f a m i l i a r  h e r e ,  s ir .  We were i ssued  
o u t  some type  of card  when we were i n  t r a i n i n g  upon ar -
r i v i n g  i n  Vietnam. But I c o u l d n ' t  say exac t ly  what it 
s t a t e s .  

Q But you were i s sued  some ca rds?  

A. I be l i eve  we were, s l r .  

Q. And you were i s sued  t h e s e  cards whi le  you 
were going through t h e  t r a i n i n g ?  

A.  Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. men you processed i n t o  t h e  country,  d id  you 
go through a processing c e n t e r  of any k ind ,  o r  d i d  you j u s t  
move i n  a s  a u n i t ?  
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A. W e  w e r e  p rocessed  on t h e  s h i p  e n  r o u t e .  

Q I s e e .  You w e r e n ' t  i s s u e d  c a r d s  on t h e  s h i p ?  

A.. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l ,  sir.  

Q. .How about  E x h i b i t  M-3, which i s  e n t i t l e d ,  "The 
Enemy i n  Your Hands." This  i s  t h e  f r o n t  page and t h i s  i s  
t h e  back of  it. Have you e v e r  seen  t h a t  ca rd?  You n o t i c e  
t h i s  c a r d  has  some t r a n s l a t i o n s  on it. 

A. W e  w e r e  i s s u e d  some type  of  pamphlet t h a t  d i d  
p u t  t h e  t r a n s l a t i o n s  on i t ,  y e s ,  s i r .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  whether  t h i s  was a c a r d  o r  a 
l i t t l e  book le t  o r  what t h a t  you were i s s u e d ?  

A. I t  w a s  a ca rd ;  s i r .  

Q - Could t h i s  have been t h e  card?  

A. I t  could  have been,  I ' m  n o t  s u r e ,  s ir .  I t ' s  
f a i n t  i n  my mind about  t h e  pamphlets  we were i s s u e d .  

COL WILSON: M r .  WALSH? 

MR WALSH: I d o n ' t  have anyth ing .  

COL WILSON: Se rgean t  LIAS, I ' d  l i k e  f o r  you t o  d e s c r i b e  
i n  d e t a i l  t h e  b r i e f i n g  you r ece ived  b e f o r e  t h e  a s s a u l t  on 
Son My V i l l a g e .  Do you unders tand  what I mean by Son My 
V i l l a g e ?  

A. y e s ,  s ir .  

Q What was t h e  b r i e f i n g ,  what w e r e  you t o l d ,  
where, and under  what c i rcumstances?  

A. I t h i n k  t h e  b r i e f i n g  came a t  LZ Upt igh t .  The 
only b r i e f i n g  t h a t  I r e c e i v e d  was a s  t o  t h e  a r e a  where w e  
were t o  go. I t  was supposed t o  be a s t r o n g  enemy s t rong-
hold  and t h a t  w e  were ass igned  t o  go i n  t o  check i t  o u t  
more o r  less. 

Q Now t h i s  b r i e f i n g ,  you s a y ,  w a s  g iven  on Up-
t i g h t ?  
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A. I t h i n k  it was, s i r .  

Q- Was your whole company on Upt igh t  a t  t h a t  t ime ,  .. 
Bravo Company? 

A. Yes, s i r ,  a l l  excep t  f o r  t h e  -- o u r  forward 
t r a i n s  and r e a r  t r a i n s  and suppor t ing  p e r s o n n e l ,  s ir .  

0. None o f  B Company was on D o t t i e ?  
t 

A. W e  have personne l  on D o t t i e ,  s ir .  But l i k e  I 
s a y ,  a s  f a r  a s  t h e  p l a t o o n ,  I t h i n k  we were a l l  assembled 
t h e r e  e x c e p t  f o r  t h e  suppor t  pe r sonne l ,  t h e  supp ly ,  and 
what have you. 

9. Do you r e c a l l  t h i s  t ime  p e r i o d  v e r y  w e l l  i n  
your mind, t h e  middle of March? 

A .  . No,. I d o n ' t  s i r .  

Q. Can you r e l a t e  t h i s  t o  any o t h e r  e v e n t  s o  t h a t  
w e ' l l  be  s u r e  w e ' r e  t a l k i n g  about  t h e  r i g h t  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. No, I c o u l d n ' t  s i r ,  because t h a t  was mainly one 
of o u r  f i r e  b a s e s  t h a t  w e  occupied ,  and a s  f a r  a s  r e l a t i n g  
it, I d o n ' t  t h i n k  I could r e l a t e  it. 

Q s  
 Well,  a t  t h i s  b r i e f i n g  who b r i e f e d  you,  who was 
t h e  b r i e f e r ?  Was it t h e  p l a t o o n  l e a d e r ?  Was it t h e  company 
commander? 

A. I t h i n k  it was t h e  p l a t o o n  l e a d e r  t h a t  b r i e f e d  
US, sir.  

Q - D i d  he b r i e f  t h e  squad l e a d e r s  o r  d i d  he b r i e f  
t h e  whole p l a toon?  

A. Well, u s u a l l y  whenever w e  went o u t ,  it was t h e  
whole p l a t o o n  t h a t  g o t  b r i e f e d .  We more o r  less assembled 
a t  an  assembly p o i n t  b e f o r e  moving o u t ,  and w e  were a l l' 

aware of what was going on. I t  broke down i n t o  where we 
were ,  a l l  aware o f  what w e  were doing.  

Q e  Did t h e  p l a t o o n  l e a d e r  use any type  of t r a i n -
i n g  a i d  o r  documents t o  show you where you were go ing ,  d i d  
he use  a map? 
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A. On t h e  a r e a s  w e  went o u t  t o ,  w e  were mos t ly  
accustomed t o  t h e  a r e a s .  A t  t i m e s  w e  d i d  have a map o f  
t h e  l o c a t i o n  where w e  were go ing  and s o  f o r t h .  

Q* Did you have a map? 

A. A t  t i m e s ,  y e s ,  I had a map, s i r .  

Q Did you keep  a map a l l  t h e  t ime?  

A. Not a l l  t h e  t i m e .  Sometimes it w a s  l e f t  be-
h i n d ,  damaged by w a t e r .  

Q Now t h e  t i m e  t h a t  you were b r i e f e d ,  you s a y
t h a t  you w e r e  b r i e f e d  on a map? 

A. I c a n ' t  s a y  f o r  s u r e ,  s i r ,  because  n o t  e v e r y  
t i m e  w e  went w e  w e r e  b r i e f e d  by t h e  map, s ir .  So I 
c o u l d n ' t  s a y  f o r  s u r e .  

Q.. How many combat a s s a u l t s  d i d  you p a r t i c i p a t e
i n ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know t h e  e x a c t  number, sir. I t  w a s n ' t  
t o o  many. 

Q. Approximately? A r e  w e  t a l k i n g  abou t  5 ,  1 0 ,  1 5 ,  
20?  

A. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  it was q u i t e  t h a t  many. Most of  
o u r  o p e r a t i o n s  was t h e  sweep-type and back t o  t h e  f i r e  b a s e ,  
,sir. 

Q 0 Sea rch  and c l e a r ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q W e l l ,  now, are you t a l k i n g  abou t  f i v e  combat 
a s s a u l t s  w h i l e  you were i n  Vietnam? 

A. I c o u l d n ' t  s a y  f o r  s u r e ,  sir.  I n e v e r  a c t u a l l y  
k e p t  count  o f  combat a s s a u l t s .  

Q - When d i d  you go on R&R? 

A. I t h i n k  it was sometime i n  J anua ry  o r  February .  
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Q Well, now, you g o t  t o  Vietnam i n  December, 
d i d n ' t  you? 

A. Yes, I d i d ,  sir.  

Q Yo\i went on R&R t h a t  f a s t ?  

A. Yes, sir .  I t  came down f o r  t h e  u n i t .  The R&R 
d i d  come down f a s t  . 
Q Well, i f  you went i n  January o r  February,  where 
d i d  you go? 

A. Bangkok, Thailand, s i r .  

Q L e t  me have t h e  morning r e p o r t s .  

RCDR : Company B morning r e p o r t s  w i l l  be en te red  as  
Exhibit R-4,  f o r  t h e  per iod 2 February 1968 through 26 March 
1968.  

COL WILSON: The morning r e p o r t  of 9 Apr i l  1968 shows t h a t  
you departed TDY f o r  5 days R&R i n  Bangkok. Sergeant ,  
t h i s  is  approximately 20 days a f t e r  t h i s  opera t ion .  Let me 
ask i f  you knew any of t h e s e  people.  COCHRAN, Roy B . ?  

A.  Y e s ,  s i r .  

8 F i r s t  l i e u t e n a n t ?  

A. yes ,  s ir .  

Q Was he your p la toon l eader?  

A. ~t one t ime he 'was. While i n  Hawaii p r i o r  t o  
depar t ing  t o  Vietnam, he was my p la toon l eader .  

Q What happened t o  Lieutenant  COCHRAN? 

A. I t h i n k  he stepped on a l and  mine, s i r .  He i s  
deceased a t  t h l s  t ime. 

Q Do you remember where he s tepped on a land mine? 

Not the  exac t  location, no, sir. 

Q Do you remember when he s tepped on a  land mine? 
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A. N o ,  I c a n ' t  recall it, sir. 

Q. Were any of these men i n  your  platoon? 
CANTU, WILBURN, GUNTA, HITCHLEY,  S H I F L E Y ,  TRAVERSA, 
BLEECHER, TAYLOR, BRUNSON, EBINGER,  MILUS,  RUSHIN,  
ANDERSON, MILLSAPS?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  there 's  q u i t e  a f e w  n a m e s .  S o m e  
of t h e m  I forgot ,  b u t  there 's  q u i t e  a f e w  n a m e s  there I 
do recal l .  

Q o  T h a t  w e r e  i n  . y o u r  platoon? 

A .  Y e s ,  sir. 

Q W e l l ,  w h i c h  ones w e r e  they? CANTU, WILBURN? 

A- Y e s ,  sir. 

Q- T h e y  w e r e  i n  your  platoon? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. Any of t h e m  i n  your  squad? 

A. N o ,  I had, MILUS w a s  i n  my squad. 

Q ~ l lr i g h t  n o w ,  MILUS,  w h a t  happened t o  him? 

A. H e  got h i t  i n  a m o r t a r  a t tack.  

Q O  Where? 

A. H e  w a s  d o w n  a t  w h a t  w e  ca l l  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  area 
on the  peninsula .  R i g h t  on t he  pe r insu la .  

Q * .  Y o u  r e m e m b e r  t h i s ?  

A. R i g h t ,  sir.  I w a s  the  l a s t  one t o  t a l k  t o  
h i m ,  sir. 

Q 0 Y o u  w e r e .  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 
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Q We're going t o  come back t o  t h a t  l a t e r ,  b u t  what 
I'm going t o  t e l l  you is  t h a t  d a t e  i s  19 March. H e  d i ed  of 
wounds i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of An Ky. Now tha t ' s  19 March, which 
was about t h e  t e rmina t ion  d a t e  of  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  t h a t  we ' r e  
t a l k i n g  about.  Now when we ' re  through h e r e ,  and I doubt if 
w e ' l l  g e t  through today,  I want you t o  go  wi th  Major THOMAS 
and h e ' l l  show you some blank forms and I want you t o  t r y  t o  
remember who was i n  your p la toon and your  squad a t  t h e  t ime,  
o r  anybody e l s e  i n  t h e  company, f i r s t  s e r g e a n t  o r  company 
commander. F i l l  t h e s e  forms o u t  t h e  b e s t  you can,  and you 
can do t h a t  a f t e r  we g e t  through wi th  how f a r  we  go today. 

A .  Yes, sir.  

Q Now I th ink  we've g o t  you f i x e d  as f a r  as t h e  
time t h a t  we ' re  t a l k i n g  about.  We're t a l k i n g  about  an 
opera t ion  t h a t  took p l a c e  r i g h t  be fo re  t h i s  man w a s  k i l l e d ,  
w i t h i n  t h a t  t i m e  frame, t h a t  3 o r  4-day o p e r a t i o n .  
Now I ' m  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  going back t o  t h i s  b r i e f i n g  f o r  a  
minute,  and I want t o  ask you w h a t  you w e r e  t o l d  by your 
p la toon l e a d e r  -- your p la toon  l e a d e r  d i d  g i v e  you t h i s  
b r i e f i n g  -- regarding  t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  of  v i l l a g e s ?  

. . 

A. Yes, s i r .  W e  were supposed t o  d e s t r o y  t h e  
v i l l a g e s .  The type  mission we were-going on.  

Q What type  of mission was i t ?  

A. A s  f ' a r  as  I know, sir,  a s e a r c h  and d e s t r o y  
mission. 

Q Had you e v e r  had a s e a r c h  and des t roy  miss ion  
p r i o r . t o  t h i s ?  

Q Were you t o l d  t o  burn houses o r  hootches? 

A.  No, t h e  only p a r t  of it was t h a t  when w e  
swept through t h e  a r e a  w e  were supposed t o  l e a v e  t h e  houses. 

Q. You weren ' t  supposed t o  burn  t h e  houses? 
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A. Y e s .  

Q What about  food s t o c k s ?  Were you supposed t o  
d e s t r o y  food s t o c k s ?  

A. Tha t  's a f f  i r m a t i v e  , sir. 

Q It was? 

A. Y e s .  

Q Recover it o r  d e s t r o y  i t ?  

A. A c t u a l l y ,  most of  o u r  mi s s ions  w e  recovered  
most t h a t  w e  cou ld  and t h e  h e l i c o p t e r s  p icked  it up. 

Q - What about  animals?  

A. W e  never  even k i l l e d  any animals .  

Q You w e r e n ' t  t o l d  t o  d e s t r o y  t h e  animals?  

A. No, sir.  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h a t  t h e r e  was any th ing  
i n  any b r i e f i n g  t h a t  I ' v e  been i n  about l i v e s t o c k .  

Q There wasn ' t ?  

A. No, s ir .  

Q You d o n ' t  remember e v e r  be ing  b r i e f e d  t o  d e s t r o y  
l i v e s t o c k ?  

A. No, s i r .  

Q But you w e r e  t o i d  t o  d e s t r o y  food s- tocks?  

A. Yes. 

Q How was t h i s  s t a t e d ?  

A. I c a n ' t  s ay  verba t im,  s i r ,  b u t  t h i s  w a s  one o f  
t h e  main--any l a r g e  q u a n t i t y  of  c rops ,  any th ing  t h a t  w a s  
i n  a s m a l l  v i l l a g e  was probably  t h e  resupply '  f o r  an enemy 
u n i t .  And we w e r e  supposed t o  d e s t r o y  it o r  have it 
shipped somewhere where it could  be r e d i s t r i b u t e d  i n  
d i f f e r e n t  a r e a s .  
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Q. Could t h i s  i n s t r u c t i o n  on t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  
food s t o c k s  have been misunderstood t o  i n c l u d e  an imals ,  
l i v e s t o c k ,  o r  w e r e  your people  p r e t t y  w e l l  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  
t h i s  t ype  o f  o p e r a t i o n ,  what t o  do? 

A. Well,  on ou r  o p e r a t i o n s ,  s i r ,  w e  were never  
involved  w i t h  any l i v e s t o c k  a t  a l l .  

Q. What o r d e r s  were g iven  concerning t h e  d i spo-
s i t i o n  o f  i n h a b i t a n t s  i n  t h e s e  v i l l a g e s ?  

A. Would you r e p e a t  t h a t ,  s i r ?  

Q What i n s t r u c t i o n s  were given toward t h e  hand l ing
o f ,  o r  what was t o  be done w i t h ,  t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  o f  t h e  
v i l l a g e s  t h a t  w e r e  t h e  s u b j e c t  of  t h e  combat a s s a u l t  
o p e r a t i o n s ?  

A. I was t o  apprehend t h e  s u s p e c t s ,  which I t h i n k  
we d i d ,  s i r ,  because a f t e r  we moved through t h e  a r e a ,  I 
r e c a l l  we d i d  have p r i s o n e r s .  

Q- Well, what d i d  you do wi th  t h o s e  t h a t  weren ' t  
s u s p e c t ?  

A. J u s t  l e a v e  them behind .  

Q - Do you mean by t h a t  i f  you had Vietnamese t h a t  
you d i d n ' t  s u s p e c t  of  be ing  VC t h a t  t h e y  were j u s t  l e f t  
behind? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  On ou r  o p e r a t i o n s  we would g e t  t h e  
male s u s p e c t s .  Like I s a y ,  w e  ' d  t a g  them, keep them w i t h  
us  u n t i l  w e  cou ld  have a chance t o  send  them t o  t h e  r e a r ,  
sir. 

Q. Did you handle  t h e  ones t h a t  were n o t  s u s p e c t s ,  
t h e  c i v i l i a n s ,  o r  noncombatants t h a t  were n o t  s u s p e c t s ?  
Did you j u s t  l e a v e  them a l o n e ,  o r  were they  moved i n t o  groups 
and k e p t  i n  one p l a c e ,  o r  d i d  .you j u s t  a l low them t o  wander 
around? 

A .  Well, t h e r e  was d i f f e r e n t  i n c i d e n t s .  There was 
t i m e s  we j u s t  a l lowed them t o  run  around and whenever we 
w a s  going t o  be  around,  round them a l l  up i n  one group,  s i r .  
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Some of t h e  v i l l a g e s  were s o  smal l  we never even bothered 
t o  round everybody up. 

Q Well, I ' m  n o t  r e a l l y  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  i n t o  t h e  
opera t ion  y e t .  I ' m  j u s t  t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  o u t  what you were 
t o l d  t o  do wi th  them and what you normally d i d  wi th  them. 
Did you have an SOP? 

A. I t  was t o  form them a l l  up t o  one s p e c i f i c  
l o c a t i o n ,  go through and search .  

Q; Did you t u r n  them over  t o  your p la toon l eader?  
I mean you, a s  a squad l e a d e r ,  d i d  you pass  t h e s e  people 
t o  your p la toon l e a d e r ?  

A. Yes, s ir .  He was normally i n  t h e  l o c a t i o n  of 
t h e  group and any t ime we found a suspec t  --

Q- ( In te rpos ing)  The non-suspects I ' m  t a l k i n g
about ,  those  who were n o t  s u s p e c t ,  o l d  women, and c h i l d r e n ,  
and o l d  men, what happened t o  them? 

A. A s  we swept through, we came up on a group, 
we'd send one o r  two people t o  t ake  them back t o  t h e  group. 
The r e s t  cont inued,  

Q When you were b r i e f e d ,  what were you t o l d  about 
t h e  enemy s i t u a t i o n  i n  t h i s  a r e a ?  

A. Only t h a t  it was a suspected  s t ronghold ,  a 
p o s s i b l e  confirmed s t ronghbld ,  t h a t  t h e r e  were q u i t e  a few 
enemy i n  t h e  a r e a  a t  t h i s  t ime. 

Q What d i d  you th ink  was going t o  happen when you 
stepped s f f  - iha t  : ~ s l i c ~ p t e r ,f ron the way t h a t  t h e  b r i e f i n s  
was given you? 

A. I thought we was going i n t o  a su re  d e a t h ,  b u t  
i t  wasn ' t  t h a t  way a t  a l l .  I t  wasn ' t  what I b u i l t  up i n  my 
mind. A l l  ope ra t ions  seem t o  s t r i k e  me as  t h e  same t h i n g .  
Anytime we go o u t  we always expect  t h e  worst  and hope f o r  
t h e  betker , 

Q - Did t h i s  opera t ion  appear t o  l eave  you i n  any 
d i f f e r e n t  a t t i t u d e  than  t h e  previous opera t ions?  Was t h i s  
opera t ion  b u i l t  up more than o t h e r  opera t ions  o r  t h e  same? 
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A. About t h e  same, s i r .  Like I s a y ,  any t ime w e  
go o u t ,  w e  e x p e c t  t o  g e t  h i t .  Myself ,  I have t h e  same -

a t t i t u d e  toward a l l  of  them, every  t i m e  I l eave  t h e  f i r e  
base .  

Q - This  o p e r a t i o n  d i d n ' t  worry you any more than  a 
s e a r c h  and c l e a r  o p e r a t i o n ?  

No, s i r ,  it  d i d n ' t .  

Q- Had B Company taken  many c a s u a l t i e s  i n  January
and February,  e a r l y  p a r t  of March? 

A. There w a s  probably c a s u a l t i e s .  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  
any g r e a t  number. 

Q. Did you l o s e  any f r i e n d s  d u r i n g  t h a t  p e r i o d ?  

A. No, sir.  A s  f r i e n d s ,  I knew most a l l  t h e  u n i t  
b e f o r e  w e  went o v e r ,  p r i o r  t o  going.  

Q I unders tand t h a t  B Company had been i n  t h i s  
a r e a  i n  February ,  do you r e c a l l ?  

A. Yes, s i r ,  f a i n t l y .  I know eve ry  t i m e  w e  would 
go o u t ,  we would move from t h e  f i r e  b a s e  o u t  toward. t h e  
p e n i n s u l a  a r e a .  That  was one of  ou r  A O ' s .  

(The w i t n e s s  was handed E x h i b i t  MAP-4 and given 
an o r i e n t a t i o n  on i t .)  

Q So t h e  enemy s i t u a t i o n  t h a t  was d e p i c t e d  i n  t h i s  
b r i e f i n g  d i d n ' t  impress  you a s  be ing  any d i f f e r e n t  t han  any 
o t h e r  o p e r a t i o n  when you l e f t  t h e  f i r e  base?  

A. No, s i r ,  it d i d n ' t .  

Q Do you remember t h e  enemy u n i t  t h a t  was supposed 
t o  be i n  t h i s  g e n e r a l  a r e a ?  I ' m  speak ing  of t h e  Batangan 
Pen insu la  a r e a  and t h e  P i n k v i l l e  a r e a ?  

A. . No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  t h e  concept  of  o p e r a t i o n s  of  B 
Company, what the l s t ,  2d and 3d P la toons  were supposed t o  
do when t h e y  conducted t h e  combat a s s a u l t ?  

II 
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A. A s  I w a s  s a y i n g ,  j u s t  move through t h i s  one a r e a  
he re .  I thinlc. w e  pa s sed  through t h i s  a r e a ,  went a l l  t h e  way 
o u t  t o  t h e  beach a r e a ,  more o r  less j u s t  swept r i g h t  
through.  

Q Were you supposed t o  s t a y  w i t h  t h e  company, 
were t h e  two p l a t o o n s  supposed t o  a t t a c k ,  what were t h e  
o t h e r '  two p l a t o o n s  supposed t o  do  whi le  you were moving,do 
you know? What was t h e  d i s p o s i t i o n  of  t h o s e  f o r c e s ?  

A.  More o r  l e s s  a b lock ing  f o r c e .  

Q What was your  p l a t o o n  supposed t o  do? 

A.  J u s t -sweep through t h i s  one a r e a ,  when w e  g o t  
o f f  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r ,  i n  one d i r e c t i o n ,  jus t - -

Q - ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  You had a d i r e c t i o n  t o  go? 

A. Right .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  

Q Did your  p l a t o o n  l e a d e r  t e l l  you how your squads  
were t o  be deployed? Were you supposed t o  sweep i n  t h r e e  
squads a b r e a s t  o r  two squads  w i t h  one i n  s u p p o r t ,  o r  were 
you moving i r k  coiunul o r  f i r e  terns d b r e a s t ,  o r  what was t h e  
i n s t r u c t i o n  you were given by your  p l a t o o n  l e a d e r ?  

A. We xos t l y  t r z v e l l e d  i n  p l a toon  co lums  

Q I n  p l a t o o n  columns? 

A. ~~~t every tiFJe - F J ~  wer?;t ol-",,, in p l a t o o n  ~ 0 l u t - n ~ .  

Q Is t h i s  -what you recall. as do ing  t h a t  day? 

A. Right, sir. 1 b e l i e v e  it was. 

Q - You went i n  p l a t o o n  columns. W e l l ,  i n  o t h e r  
words,  j u s t  first, second ,  and t h i r d  squads fo l lowing  each other? 

A,  More o:c Less, r i g h t ,  sir. I ' m  s t i l l  k i n d  of 
f a i n t .  I c a n ' t  rcr,en&er e x a c t l y .  

MR WALSH: Se rgean t ,  I wonder i f  you r e c a l l  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  
and o p e r a t i o n s  i n  February o r  e a r l y  March w i t h  B Company, 
perhaps  w i t h  some A P C ' s ,  which went up t h i s  road i n t o  t h e  
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a r e a  n o r t h  o f  H i l l  85 and g o t  p inned down by heavy f i r e ,  
s u f f e r e d  a number of  c a s u a l t i e s  i n  t h a t  a r e a .  Do you r e c a l l  
any th ing  about  t h a t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  I do. 

Q Were you on t h a t  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. Y e s ,  I was. 

Q. What can you t e l l  us about i t ?  From your re-
c o l l e c t i o n ,  what happened t h a t  day? 

A.  I t ' s  j u s t  t h a t  we were on a normal sweep and 
w e  g o t  f i r e d  upon, and w e  were a l l  more o r  l e s s  p inned  down 
i n  a graveyard.  A s  f a r  as t h e  c a s u a l t i e s ,  my p l a t o o n ,  t h e  
p l a toon  l e a d e r  g o t  h i t ,  I know t h a t .  And w e  were pinned 
down t h e r e ,  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l ,  f o r  a p e r i o d  of  t i m e .  And t h e  
A P C ' s  came i n  t o  a s s i s t  us .  W e  g o t  w i t h  them and withdrew 
o u t ,  and l a t e r  I l e a r n e d  t h a t  what t h e  enemy w a s  do ing  w a s  
i n t e l l i g e n c e ,  P ike  they  were t r y i n g  t o  sur round  us and t h e  
A P C ' s  he lped  us move back o u t  of  t h e r e .  

Q - Do you t h i n k  you cou ld  f i n d  t h e  approximate 
l o c a t i o n  o f  where you were t h a t  day on t h e  map? 

A. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l ,  s i r .  I know it was on t h e  high-
way h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g  on E x h i b i t  MAP-4), r i g h t  ove r  nex t  t o  
t h i s  highway, i f  I r e c a l l .  

COL WILSON: 521 i s  t h e  number t h a t ' s  on t h e  map. Do you 
t h i n k  t h a t ' s  t h e  road? 

MR WALSH: Do you r e c a l l  H i l l  85 be ing  n e a r  where you were? 

A. Yes, t h e r e  was a mountain because t h a t  was t h e  
d i r e c t i o n  t h e  f i r e  w a s  coming i n  on us .  

Q Do you happen t o  r e c a l l  i f  t h e  company command-
er  was wounded i n  t h a t  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. Our company commander? 

Q- Y e s .  

A. Not a t  a l l ,  s i r .  
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Q What was your company commander ' s  name? 

A. Capta in  MICHLES. 

Q.. Had he  been your  company commander i n  Hawaii? 

A .  . Y e s ,  sir. 

Q Were t h e r e  any o t h e r  u n i t s  o p e r a t i n g  w i t h  you
t h a t  day,  o t h e r  t h a n  your  company? 

A.  Y e s ,  s i r ,  t h e r e  w a s  ano the r  u n i t  i n  t h a t  a r e a .  
W e  l i n k e d  up w i t h  them f o r  t h e  n i g h t .  The n e x t  morning 
t h e r e  w a s  a n o t h e r  u n i t .  

MR WALSH: T h a t ' s  a l l  I have. 

COL WILSON: Se rgean t  LIAS, I am going t o  d e s c r i b e  t h e  
o p e r a t i o n s  t h a t  w e  unders tand  were conducted,  k i n d  of  b r i e f  
you i n  on t h e  a r e a .  Maybe w e  can g e t  some d e t a i l s  l a t e r .  
A Company supposedly moved ove r l and  and e s t a b l i s h e d  block-
i n g  p o s i t i o n s  on t h e  D i e m  D i e m  River  on t h i s  s i d e .  They 
blocked t h i s  b r i d g e  and t h e s e  causeways and they  were t h e r e  
p r i m a r i l y  t o  p r e v e n t  t h e  e x f i l t r a t i o n  of VC maybe moving 
n o r t h  on t h e  p e n i n s u l a .  C Company picked up a t  D o t t i e  
about  0710, 0 7 l 5  on t h e  morning of  16 March, n i n e  s l i c k s ,  
two gunsh ips ,  d-eployed s o u t h ,  came up wes t  of  My L a i  ( 4 )  
between t h e  s m E 1  s t r eam h e r e  and t h e  v i l l a g e  and conducted 
a combat a s s a u l t  on MY L a i  ( 4 )  , I t  took  two i i f c s  t o  g e t  
C Company i n  h e r e .  When they  moved C Company i n  h e r e ,  t h e  
a i r c r a f t  moved t o  wherever you were l o c a t e d ,  p icked  up B 
Company, and dropped them down h e r e  somewhere i n  t h i s  a r e a .  
B Company t h e n  conducted t h e i r  o p e r a t i o n s  g e n e r a l l y  t o  t h e  
e a s t  and t o  t h e  n o r t h  and l i n k e d  up wi th  C Company f o r  t h e  . -n i g h t  l a a g e r  surnewhert: i r l  - c h i s  ared, die L ~ i q i ~ ~ z05  he 16th 
o f  March. The fo l lowing  day B Company began a sweep oper-
a t i o n  down t h e  c o a s t  of t h e  South China Sea mvving sou th  t o  
t h e  Tra  Khuc River .  C Company was a l s o  conduct ing a  sweep 
o f  t h e  sou th  on t h e  e a s t  s i d e  o f  t h e  Song My Khe, g e n e r a l l y  
down through h e r e  t o  i n c l u d e  H i l l  85 .  C and B Company 
l aage red  aga in  f o r  t h e  n i g h t  i n  d i f f e r e n t  l o c a t i o n s  t h e  n i g h t  
of  t h e  1 7 t h .  The morning of t h e  38th o p e r a t i o n s  were con-
t i n u e d .  C Company moved up f u r t h e r  toward t h e  Batangan 
Peninsu la .  That  day C Company began i t s  p ick  up and moved 
back t o  Landing Zone D o t t i e .  We ' r e  n o t  s u r e  whether  B 
Company went o u t  t h a t  day o r  n o t .  B Company may have s t a y e d  
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i n  t h e r e  u n t i l  t h e  1 9 t h .  W e  d o n ' t  know a t  t h i s  s t a g e .  
T h a t ' s  b a s i c a l l y  what happened on t h i s  o p e r a t i o n .  I t  w a s  
a combat a s s a u l t .  Two companies were moved by h e l i c o p t e r ,  
one company moved by f o o t .  The o p e r a t i o n ,  o r  a t  l e a s t  t h e  
a i r  a s s a u l t  p a r t  of  i t ,  was probably completed bq 0900  
h o u r s o  The r eco rds  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  B Company c losed  on t h e  
l and ing  zone a t  0 8 2 7  o r  0837 .  Which i s  c o r r e c t ?  

LTC NOLL: I b e l i e v e  0 8 2 7 .  

COL WILSON:  L i eu t enan t  COCHRAN was k i l l e d  on t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  
r i g h t  a f t e r  he  s t epped  o f f  h i s  h e l i c o p t e r .  A s  f a r  a s  we've 
been a b l e  t o  de te rmine ,  I t h i n k  h i s  p l a t o o n  was taken  ove r  
by an SP5 who moved t h a t  p l a toon  through a graveyard  and 
had a few more c a s u a l t i e s  whi le  your  p l a toon  was moving o f f  
i n  ano the r  d i r e c t i o n .  Now, b e f o r e  I go any f u r t h e r  wi th  
t h i s ,  t h i s  i s  j u s t  t o  o r i e n t  you and b r i n g  you up t o  d a t e ,  
f i x  it i n  your mind. Colonel  NOLL, do you have any q u e s t i o n s  
on t h e  b r i e f i n g  o r  any th ing  t h a t  took p l a c e  p r i o r  t o  t h e  
combat a s s a u l t ?  

LTC NOLL: I have one ques t ion .  Sergeant  LIAS, you had been 
i n  t h e  company about  3 months p r i o r  t o  t h i s  t i m e .  And 
t h i s  was a p p a r e n t l y  t h e  f i r s t  o p e r a t i o n  t h a t  you would go o u t  
t o  s e a r c h  and d e s t r o y .  Did t h i s  miss ion  s e e m  unusual  t o  you? 

A. 'No, I c a n ' t  s ay  t h a t  i t  was unusua l ,  j u s t  burn-
i n g  t h e  hoo tches ,  b u t  no. 

Q There w a s n ' t  any q u e s t i o n  of  why you were burn-
i n g  t h e  hootches?  

A. That  it was an enemy s t r o n g h o l d ,  b reak ing  down 
t h e  morale -- of  where t hey  may be s t a y i n g .  

MAJ ZYCHOWSKI: Se rgean t ,  you s a i d  t h e  L ieu tenan t  WILLINGHAM 
d i d  t h e  b r i e f i n g ,  i s  t h i s  c o r r e c t ?  

A.  I t h i n k  s o ,  s i r .  I t h i n k  it was L ieu tenan t  
WILLINGHAM. 

" 

Q. D o  you r e c a l l  i f  Captain ,  MICHLES was t h e r e  a t  
t h i s  t ime? 

A. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l ,  s i r ,  because every  t i m e  we g e t  
ready t o  move o u t ,  t h e r e ' s  always a p l a t o o n  assembly. T h a t ' s  
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why I know t h e  p l a t o o n  l e a d e r  t a l k e d  t o  u s .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  i f  t h e r e  was anyone t h e r e  from 
Task Force Barker  o r  any o t h e r  s t a f f  o f f i c e r  t h a t  might 
have been t h e r e  d u r i n g  t h e  b r i e f i n g ?  

A. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l ,  sir.  A l l  p l a t o o n s  w e r e  i n  s e p a r a t e  
a r e a s  f o r  b r i e f i n g s ,  and I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  i f  anyone might 
have been around t h e r e .  

COL WILSON: Was it unusua l  o r  d i f f e r e n t  t o  go i n t o  t h e s e  
a r e a s  and bu rn  hootches?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  it w a s ,  because normal ly  we 'd  j u s t  
go through and l i k e  I s a i d  b e f o r e ,  we t a k e  t h e  l a r g e  amounts, 
wherever w e  found,  l i k e  a s m a l l  v i l l a g e  t h a t  we though t  
t h e r e  w a s  more r i c e  t h a n  normal ly  expec ted ,  w e  would have 
it bagged up and s e n t  i n .  

Q A r e  you r ea sonab ly  s u r e  now t h a t  you loaded  a t  
LZ Upt igh t  t h e  morning of  16 March? 

A. I t h i n k  it w a s ,  I ' m  n o t  s u r e .  

Q Do you remember t h e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  f l i g h t  when 
you l e f t  Up t igh t ,  when you landed? 

A .  From Upt igh t  you could  look o u t  toward t h e  
p e n i n s u l a ,  see tile d i r e c t i o n  of f l i g h t .  W e  went ocli toward 
t h e  pen insu la .  

Q 0 You L e f t  Upt igh t  and f lew toward t h e  Batangan
Peninsu la?  

A. - . .  1 
I . : ,III~IK b t b ,  six , 1t10l.e OL less i l l  that directiolr ,  

off of t h e  s l o p e  from Upt igh t .  

Q. Now t h e  p e n i n s u l a  i s  o u t  he re .  

A. From Upt igh t ,  was I r e c a l l ,  w e  f l ew o u t  o v e r ,  
from Upt igh t .  

Q o  Did you f l y  o u t  toward t h e  South China Sea o r  
d i d  you f l y  sou th?  

A. I t  seemed t o  me l i k e  any t ime w e  would l e a v e  
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Up t igh t ,  w e  were on ly  p icked  up a couple  t i m e s ,  we were 
p icked  up and f lew o u t  l i k e  we were go ing  toward t h e  

. .
pen insu la .  

Q. Do you remember ve ry  c l e a r l y  t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e  
a number' o f ,  s a y  e i g h t  o r  n i n e ,  s l i c k s  t h a t  landed a t  up-
t i g h t  t h e  morning o f  16 March? 

A. Approximately t h a t  d a t e  and t i m e ,  s i r ,  t h e r e  
w a s  q u i t e  a number. I d o n ' t  remember how many. 

Q. Do you remember r e c e i v i n g  any f i r e  en  r o u t e  a s  
you went down a c r o s s  t h e  D i e m  Diem River  and moved down i n t o  
P i n k v i l l e  a r e a ?  

A. While i n  t h e  a i r ?  

Q. While i n  t h e  a i r .  

A. I d o n ' t  know, sir.  Not t h a t  I can say .  I ' v e  
never .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l ,  a s  you approached your  l and ing  
zone, whether  o r  n o t  you could  h e a r  o r  see a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  
out t h e r e ?  

A. When we h i t  t h e  l and ing  zone? 

Q - A s  you approached i t ?  

A.  No, j u s t  any t ime w e  would set down t h e  gunsh ips ,  
b u t  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  s e e i n g  any a r t i l l e r y .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  your doorgunners f i r i n g ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  Most of t h e  a r e a s  t h a t  w e  sometimes 
choppered i n t o ,  t h e  doorgunners would sp ray  t h e  a r e a  a s  we 
w e r e  coming i n .  

Q Do you remember on t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  o p e r a t i o n
whether  t hey  were f i r i n g  o r  no t ?  

A. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l ,  s i r ,  because normal ly ,  a lmost  
eve ry  t ime we would go o u t ,  more o r  l e s s ,  i f  it w a s  s e t t i n g  
down, they  would sp ray  t h e  a rea .  

Q Do you remember i f  you were i n  t h e  f i r s t  l i f t  o r  

(LIAS) 21 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

APP T-144 



e FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

the second l i f t ,  o r  which a i r c r a f t  you were i n  i n  t h e  
column? 

A. It wasn ' t  t h e  f i r s t  l i f t ,  I know t h a t ,  sir.  

Q .  I t  was n o t ?  

A .  I t  was n o t  t h e  f i r s t  l i f t .  

Q. Well, now, i f  you went i n  on t h e  second l i f t  
and t h e  gunners were f i r i n g ,  it was q u i t e  l i k e l y  t h a t  they 
might have h i t  some of our  own t roops?  

A. Like I s a y ,  s i r ,  I d o n ' t  .know. Every time they  
d i d n ' t  f i r e .  I t  wasn ' t  t h e  f i r s t  l i f t  t h a t  I was on. 

Q. D o  you remember where the landing  zone was? Is 
t h e r e  anything about t h e  landing zone you remember? 

A. J u s t  an open f i e l d  t h e r e ,  with a  permanent 
t r a i l .  

Running through i t ?  

A. Running through it. 

Q Anything else you remember about i t ?  

A. The open f i e l d  was something l i k e  a hedge l i n e  
i f  I ' m  no t  mistaken. 

Q - D o  you r e c a l l  where t h e  b i g  h i l l  was from the 
landing zone? 

A .  No, I c ~ u I & i Y  Pn which diireci.ion it was. 

Q =  Do you r e c a l l  a graveyard being near  t h e  landing
zone? 

A .  No, I c a n ' t  say. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  the  Road 5 2 1  which you had been on 
be fo re  when you were i n  t h a t  a rea  and you had g o t t e n  pinned 
down? 

A .  No, I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  road a t  a l l ,  sir.  
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Q Being n e a r  t h e  l and ing  zone? 

A. No, s i r ,  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  road .  

Q* You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  s e e i n g  it as you f l e b  ove r  i t ?  

A. No. 

Q - Do you remember your  p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  a i r c r a f t ,  
whether  you were i n  t h e  door ,  on t h e  i n s i d e ?  

A .  On t h e  i n s i d e ,  s i r .  Every t ime w e  went o u t  w e  
were always f a c i n g  one ano the r  on t h e  i n s i d e .  

Q. When you g o t  o f f  t h e  a i r c r a f t ,  d i d  you g e t  o f f  
f i r i n g ?  

A - No, t h e r e  wasn ' t .  

Q- Did you h e a r  any f i r i n g ?  

A. No, t h e r e  was no f i r i n g  coming i n .  W e  d i d n ' t  
g e t  o f f  f i r i n g  o r  anything.  W e  j u s t  g o t  o f f  and moved o u t .  

Q - Did you h e a r  any f i r i n g  o f f  i n  t h e  d i s t a n c e ?  

A. No, s i r .  

Q- Did you see any gunships?  

A. There  w a s  always s h i p s  up ahead of u s .  

Q. Did you s e e  any gunships  f i r i n g ?  

A. No, I d i d n ' t .  

Q =  Did you see any c a s u a l t i e s  n e a r  t h e  l and ing
zone? 

A. There was a few c a s u a l t i e s ,  s ir .  There was 
supposed t o  have been from t h e  a r t i l l e r y  p r e p  p r i o r ,  as  
w e  w e r e  moving i n .  

Q - Are you t a l k i n g  about  f r i e n d l y  o r  enemy cas-
u a l t i e s ?  

A. Well ,  it seemed l i k e  one o f  t h e  p r i s o n e r s  t h a t  
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w e  apprehended. I b e l i e v e  h e  was h i t .  I ' m  n o t  t o o  s u r e .  

Q. When you s t a r t e d  moving o u t ,  when you g o t  t h e  
p l a toon  t o g e t h e r ,  d i d  you move o u t  i n  any p a r t i c u l a r  
d i r e c t i o n ?  Do you remember which d i r e c t i o n  you moved? 

A .  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  any d i r e c t i o n .  There w a s  jus t - -
when we g o t  o f f  t h e  s h i p  t h e r e  was a hedge l i n e ,  and w e  were 
t o l d  t o  move up t o  t h e  hedge l i n e .  

Q Move up on l i n e  o r  something? 

A. No, w e  moved up and s topped.  Everybody h e l d  up 
. .t h e r e .  

Q 0 D i d  you see a h e l i c o p t e r  come i n  and d u s t o f f  
any c a s u a l t i e s ?  

A. T h a t ' s  t h e  i n c i d e n t  where L i e u t e n a n t  COCHRAN 
g o t  h i t .  A h e l i c o p t e r  came i n  b u t  I d idn  ' t  s e e  t h e  body. 

Q I n  o t h e r  words, you w e r e n ' t  n e a r  where t h e s e  
f e l l ows  h i t  t h e  l a n d  mine?. 

A. Apparen t ly  w e  had moved through t h e r e ,  because 
r e c a l l i n g  where h e  g o t  h i t ,  w e l l ,  t h e r e  had a l r e a d y  been 
somebody o v e r  i n  t h a t  a r e a .  

LTC NOLL: I 'm j u s t  c u r i o u s ,  hov do you d e f i n e  l i f t ?  A r e  
you f i x i n g  y o u r s e l f  i n  a p l a c e  of  a column o f  h e l i c o p t e r s  
o r  a r e  you t a l k i n g  about  -- i n  o t h e r  words, w e  t a l k e d  about  
which l i f t  you were i n .  You s a i d  you were n o t  i n  t h e  f i r s t  
one.  I was j u s t  k i n d  o f  c u r i o u s ,  I wanted t o  be  s u r e  how 
w e  d e f i n e d  l i f t .  

A. L i f t ,  t h e  way I would unders tand  i t ,  i s  l i k e  
when t h e  h e l i c o p t e r s  go o u t  and then  come back.  

Q- I see. Was t h e r e  ano the r  l i f t  a f t e r  your  l i f t  
went i n ?  

A. I t h i n k  t h e r e  was. I ' m  n o t  r e a l  s u r e ,  s i r ,  I 
d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  

COL WILSON: I s m  r e f e r r i n g  t o  Task Force Barker l o g  of  16 March 
which i s  E x h i b i t  M-14. An e n t r y  a t  0845 t h e  morning of  t h e  
1 6 t h ,  it h a s ,  "One U . S .  k i l l e d ,  h o s t i l e  a c t i o n ,  f o u r  wounded 
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h o s t i l e  a c t i o n  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of  733793."  That would be 
r i g h t  about ou t  t h e r e  ( r e f e r r i n g  t o  E x h i b i t  MAP-4) . Do 
you t h i n k  t h a t  t h i s  i s  the  a r e a  t h a t  t h a t  occurred i n ?  Do 
you t h i n k  t h a t  you landed anywhere he re?  Remember t h e s e  
g r i d  squares  a r e  about 1,000 meters  a p a r t .  

A. It  could have been, sir. 

Q. Do you know i f  t h e s e  men were wounded i n  a 
graveyard,  whether Lieutenant  COCHRAN was k i l l e d  i n  a 
graveyard? 

A. No, I d o n ' t ,  s ir .  The only  graveyard i n c i d e n t  
t h a t  I r e c a l l  i s  t h e  a r e a  t h a t  w e  were pinned down i n .  

&. This was on the  February opera t ion?  

A. T h a t ' s  t h e  only graveyard i n c i d e n t  I can r e c a l l ,  
s ir .  

Q* You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  where t h i s  LZ was? There ' s  no 
p a r t i c u l a r  po in t s  you can l o c a t e  t h a t  would b r i n g  back t o  
mind where you landed? 

A. NO,  s i r ,  I c a n ' t  remember, s i r .  

Q- Well, t e l l  me what happened a f t e r  you landed on 
16 March as  f a r  a s  you can remember. 

A'. W e l l ,  a f t e r  we g o t  o f f ,  we  swept through a s m a l l .  
l i t t l e  a r e a ,  picked up t h e s e  p r i s o n e r s ,  and cont inued down 
a s t r e t c h  i n t o  -- l e t ' s  s e e ,  a f t e r  we moved o u t ,  t h a t ' s  when 
we went down t o  another  a r e a  down i n  h e r e .  

Q. You a r e  po in t ing  t o  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of  My Khe . ( 4 )  
and Co Lay (1). 

A. Afte r  we went through w e  continued down more o r  
less a road-l ike t e r r a i n  and down towards t h e  c o a s t  l i n e .  

Q. So you went towards t h e  c o a s t  l i n e ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. Did you cross  a br idge?  
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A. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l ,  s ir .  

Q Do you remember r ece iv ing  any s n i p e r  f i r e  i n  
t h i s  a rea?  

A. Not from t h e  p o s i t i o n  where I was, I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  
any s n i p e r .  f i r e .  

Q. You d o n ' t  remember c ross ing  over  a body of 
water  on to  another  --
A. I know t h a t  w e  went a l l  t h e  way o u t  t o  a beach-
type  a r e a ,  of sand and everyth ing ,  down t o  a t i p ,  beach-type 
area .  

Q You d i d  go o u t  t o  a beach? 

A. Right,  s i r .  I guess it was more o r  l e s s  t h e  
ocean f r o n t .  I r e c a l l  going o u t .  There was nothing b u t  
sand, a beach type  area .  

Q. Was t h i s  on 1 6  March, t h e  f i r s t  day? 

A. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l ,  s i r .  I t  had t o  be e i t h e r  t h e  
1 6 t h  o r  17 th .  

Q Did anything happen t h a t  day t h a t  you p a r t i -
c u l a r l y  remember? 

A. Once we go t  o u t  t o  t h e  beach-type a r e a ,  w e l l ,  
t h e r e  was medics coming i n  and they were t r e a t i n g ,  you know, 
t h e  v i l l a g e r s  t h e r e .  And we spen t  t h e  n i g h t  i n  a b i g  c l e a r -
ed-out a r e a  on t h e  beach. 

0 What medics came i n ?  

A .  I d o n ' t  know what u n i t  of medics they  were. 
They were medics t h a t  were flown i n  and they were t r e a t i n g  
t h e  c h i l d r e n  and people i n  t h a t  a rea .  

Q They weren ' t  your company medics? 

(LIAS) 

No, sir.  

What were they  t r e a t i n g  them f o r ?  

J u s t  s o r e s  and s t u f f  l i k e  t h a t ,  t r e a t i n g  s o r e s .  
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Q *  And you a l l  s t a y e d  o u t  on t h e  beach t h a t  n i g h t ,  
o r  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of  t h e  beach? 

A. Y e s .  

Q. Did you s t a y  i n  a v i l l a g e  o r  d i d  you s t a y  o u t  
of  a v i l l a g e ?  

A .  I t  was o f f  from t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q e  Was t h i s  j u s t  y,our p l a toon?  

A. A s  I r e c a l l  I t h i n k  it was t h e  whole company. 
I t h i n k  t h e r e  w a s  t h e  whole company, y e s ,  s i r .  

Q. Whole company? 

A. We w e r e  o u t ,  it was i n  an open-out a r e a ,  i f  I ' m  
n o t  mis taken.  I t  was a company, e i t h e r  company o r  two 
p l a toons .  

Q =  Did you d i g  d e f e n s i v e  p o s i t i o n s  t h a t  n i g h t  o r  
o r  t h a t  a f t e rnoon?  

A.  W e  d i d ,  sir .  

COL WILSON: M r .  WALSH? 

MR WALSH: Se rgean t ,  we have p r e t t y  good i n d i c a t i o n s  from 
o t h e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  t h a t  a f t e r  t h e  p l a toon  landed ,  you moved 
o u t  a lmost  immediately a c r o s s  a b r i d g e  on to  t h i s  b i t  o f  l and  
t h a t  goes down a long  t h e  s e a .  You moved down t h a t  day,  may-
be '500 meters  down t o  some v i l l a g e s  i n  around t h e  a r e a  mark-
e d  Co Lay (1) on t h e  map, and them moved back,  perhaps  up 
i n  t h e  a r e a  n e a r  t h e  b r i d g e  shown on t h e  map, n o r t h  of t h e r e  
where your p l a t o o n  l a a g e r e d  by i t s e l f ,  on t h e  f i r s t  n i g h t .  
I t h i n k  you s a i d  you have no r e c o l l e c t i o n  of  c r o s s i n g  t h e  
b r i d g e  t o  g e t  ove r  t o  t h e  beach a r e a ,  b u t  you do remember 
going o v e r  t o  a beach a r e a .  Do you r e c a l l  your p l a toon  
moving a long  and r e c e i v i n g  any f i r e  a f t e r  you g o t  o f f  t h e  
choppers ,  t h a t  morning? 

A. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  any f i r i n g .  

Q - Do you r e c a l l  be ing  s e p a r a t e d  from t h e  rest of  
t h e  company by t h a t  l i t t l e  r i v e r ,  o r  whatever  it i s  on t h e  
map, d u r i n g  t h e  cou r se  of  t h a t  day? 
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A .  I remember going o u t  t o  t h e  beach and I do 
'remember us  going a l l  t h e  way t o  some type  l i k e  because--

Q- ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  T h a t ' s  what would have happened 
t h e  second day because t h e  second day you swept a l l  t h e  way 
down t o  t h e  end and then  back u p F  l a a g e r e d  on t h e  way back 
up t h a t  n i g h t ,  and then  t h e  t h i r d  day moved a l l  t h e  way up 
h e r e  t o  an a r e a ,  and perhaps  t h e  f o u r t h  day gave medical  
a s s i s t a n c e  t o  r e s i d e n t s  o f  t h e  a r e a  o f f  t h e  map h e r e  t o -
wards t h e  pen insu la .  But my q u e s t i o n  i s :  I ' d  l i k e  you 
t o  focus  your  memory a s  much as you can on t h e  o p e r a t i o n  
of  t h e  f i r s t  day where w e  unders tand  t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  p l a -
toon moved over  t o  t h e  p e n i n s u l a  by i t s e l f  wh i l e  t h e  r e s t  
o f  t h e  p l a t o o n ,  rest  of  t h e  company, w a s  sweeping t h i s  a r e a  
h e r e ,  and your  p l a t o o n  moved i n  t h i s  a r e a ,  n o t  a l l  t h e  way 
down t o  t h e  t i p  t h e  f i r s t  day,  b u t  covered a couple  of v i l -
l a g e s  i n  t h i s  a r e a .  And I ' d  l i k e  you t o  see what you can 
recall  about  t h a t  f i r s t  day i n  your  p l a toon .  And you d o n ' t  
r e c a l l  r e c e i v i n g  any h o s t i l e  f i r e ?  Do you remember k i l -
l i n g  any VC t h a t  day? 

A .  I know we had some c a p t i v e  pe r sonne l .  

,Q How were they  cap tu red?  

A. J u s t  t h e  e l i g i b l e  t ype  males w i t h i n  t h e  age
b r a c k e t .  

Q. How d i d  you--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I f  I ' m  n o t  mis taken ,  a f t e r  t hey  
were s e p a r a t e d  t h e y  s t a y e d  w i t h  u s ,  w e  k e p t  them wi th  us 
and t h e n  we tu rned  them ove r  t o  t h e  h e a d q u a r t e r s  s e c t i o n .  

Q 9 What can you remember about  moving i n t o  t h e  f i r s t  
v i l l a g e  o r  hamlet  t h a t  you came t o ?  

A.  Like I s a i d  b e f o r e ,  t h e  f i r s t  one w e  moved 
th rough ,  w e  were t o l d  t o  burn t h e  hootches  down and check 
on the--dest roy t h e  food and s t u f f .  

Q. Now when you moved i n ,  how d i d  your  p l a t o o n  per -
form t h i s ?  Did t h e y  move up t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  f i r i n g ?  

A .  There was some f i r i n g  a s  t h e  f i r s t  ones  moved 
th rough .  

Q- D i d  t h e y  t o s s  grenades  i n t o  hootches  and c l e a r  
them o u t  as they  went through? 
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A. I c a n D tr e c a l l  t h a t  t hey  tos sed  -- I know t h e r e  
w a s  some bunker complexes l i k e .  I know they  w e r e  des t royed .  

Q. How were t h e y  des t royed?  

A.  Hand grenades I b e l i e v e .  

Q . Did you have t u n n e l  r a t s  o r  people  t h a t  would 
go down i n  them and s e a r c h  them be fo re  they  w e r e  destroyed? 

A .  Y e s ,  we d i d  have , tunnel  r a t s .  

Do you r e c a l l  s e e i n g  any VC k i l l e d  t h a t. . day? 
# 

A .  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l ,  sir. 

Q. You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  i f  your  p l a toon  k i l l e d  any VC 
on t h a t  day . a t  a l l ?  

A.  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l ,  sir. 

Q Do you remember i f  t h e  p la toon  found booby t r a p s  
o r  weapons o r  anyth ing  of  t h a t  n a t u r e  when they moved i n t o  
t h e  v i l l a g e s ?  

A .  I think t h e r e  were some booby t r a p s  around t h e  
a r e a ,  sir. 

Q *  Can you remember anyth ing  about  them, what k i n d  
of booby t r a p s  they  were? 

A.  More o r  less l i k e  was te  m a t r r i a l. . t h a t  was . from. .  

unexploded gove~:nment equipment. 

Q - was anyDody h u r t  by booby tzapse? 

A. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l ,  sir. I ~ n c wone of t h e  f e l lows  
s a y  he s tepped  on a booby t r a p .  I t  d i d n ' t  explode.  T h a t ' s  
why I say w e  found booby t r a p s  i n  t h e  a rea .  

D O  Did you see any dead bodies i n  a - y  e f  those  
v i l l a g e s  du r ing  t h a t  day? 

A .  Y e s ,  I d i d .  

Q How many? 

A.  I d o n ' t  remember, s i r ,  a couple of bodies  t h a t  
I saw. 
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a*  No more than  a couple? 

A. T h a t ' s  a l l  I saw, s ir .  

Q And I t a k e  it you d i d n ' t  s e e  anybody g e t  sho t?  

A. NO,  sir.  

Q *  Did you see any bodies  of people  who had been 
k i l l e d  by t h e  r e s u l t s  of throwing grenades i n t o  hootches  
o r  t u n n e l s ?  

A. N o ,  I d i d n ' t ,  sir .  I wasn ' t  one of  t h e  f i r s t  
ones through.  I saw t h e  exploded t u n n e l s  and s t u f f ,  and 
t h a t ' s  a l l .  

Q: Was t h e  p l a toon  set up i n  a way where a 
couple  of  squads w e r e  going through f i r s t  and yours  was 
fo l lowing ,  o r  how was i t  organized  a s  you swept t h e  
v i l l a g e ?  Do you r e c a l l  t h a t ?  

A. P o i n t  squad went i n  f i r s t ,  t hen  t h e  o t h e r  
squads came behind.  

Q Would t h e  p o i n t  squad c l e a r  o u t  t h e  people
and then  t h e  fo l lowing  squads burn t h e  hootches  and 
sea rch  them, o r  was t h e r e  a d i f f e r e n t  assignment f o r  
va r ious  squads? Do you r e c a l l ?  

A. The p o i n t  squad more o r  less j u s t  cont inued  
t h e  march whi l e  t h e  o t h e r  squads brought  t h e  people  ou t .  
They more o r  less cont inued t h e  march. 

Q *  Going i n  a f t e r  second and t h i r d  squads came 
through,  what would you do w i t h  t h e  people  when you 
c l e a r e d  them o u t  of t h e  hootches? Would they  be s e n t  
t o  t h e  p l a t o o n  l e a d e r  o r  what method? 

A. I t h i n k  a t  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  t ime ,  s i r ,  t h e r e  
was no one grouped up because t h e  a r e a  was s o  s m a l l ,  
There was no grouping up. 

Q = With r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  couple of  bodies  t h a t  
you saw, how were they  k i l l e d ,  o r  could you t e l l ?  

A. No, I c o u l d n ' t  t e l l ,  s i r .  

Q - Did you h e a r  from anybody how they  had d ied?  
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A. No. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  i f  they were women, men, ch i ld ren?  

A. I never  moved o f f  t h e  road. From what I could 
ga the r  it was more o r  l e s s ,  it must have been one of t h e  
a r t i l l e r y  preps .  

Q Was t h e r e  an a r t i l l e r y  prep  on t h a t  a rea?  

A. I b e l i e v e  t h e r e  was, sir. I b e l i e v e  t h e r e  was 
an a r t i l l e r y  prep  be fo re  we were choppered o u t ,  a s  I r e c a l l ,  

. .sir. 

Q Was t h a t  prep on t h e  landing  zone o r  was it 
over i n  t h e  beach a r e a  where your p la toon moved? 

A. From what I ga thered ,  s i r ,  it was a l l  o u t  on 
t h a t  a rea  o u t  t h e r e ,  I d o n ' t  know e x a c t l y  where t h e  ' p r e p  
was. 

Q Did you s e e  any s o l d i e r s  i n  your p la toon
shoot  any VC c i v i l i a n s  t h a t  were i n  those  v i l l a g e s ?  

A. No, s i r ,  I c o u l d n ' t  r e c a l l .  

Q And you oniy saw a couple of bodies  a l t o g e t h e r ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q D i d  you s e e  any of t h e  s o l d i e r s  i n  your
pla toon abuse any of  t h e  women th , a t  were. . rounded up? 

. . 

A. No, s i r ,  I d i d n ' t .  

Q Did you h e a r  about any such th ings?  

A. No, n o t  i n  our  company I d i d n ' t .  I heard 
t h a t  when we . f i r s t  go t  t h e r e ,  before  we got  t h e r e ,  t h a t  
th ings  d i d  go on,  b u t  never when I was ' t h e r e .  

Q A n d  you never  saw any such th ings  on t h i s  
opera t ion?  . . 

A .  Not a t  a l l ,  sir. 

Q Did you ques t ion  any of t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  of 
t h i s  v i l l a g e  about booby t r a p s  o r  anything l i k e  t h a t ?  
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A.  No, I d i d n ' t ,  s i r .  

Q Did you s e e  any of  t h e  o t h e r  squad l e a d e r s  o r  
p l a t o o n  l e a d e r s  i n t e r r o g a t i n g  any o f  t h e s e  people?  

A .  No, I d i d n ' t ,  s i r .  I d i d n ' t  see them i n t e r r o -
g a t i n g  any t i m e  w e  apprehended anyone. W e l l ,  I mean-as 

.

f a r  as squad l e a d e r s ,  what have you. 

Q .  S e r g e a n t ,  your  t es t imony i s  a l i t t l e  p u z z l i n g  
t o  me i n  t h a t  i t  would appear  t h a t  your  p l a t o o n  encounte red  
some o p p o s i t i o n  and r e p o r t e d  k i l l i n g  some VC i n  t h a t  a r e a  
on t h e  f i r s t  morning t h a t .  you landed.  But you r e c a l l  - n o  
o p p o s i t i o n  o r  s e e i n g  any bod ie s .  Do you .have  any p a r t i c u l a r  
e x p l a n a t i o n  about  ,why you wou ldn ' t  have s e e n  t h i s ?  

A. No, no exp lana t ion .  

Q Is it p o s s i b l e  t h a t  you cou ld  have seen  it and 
j u s t  f o r g o t t e n  i t ?  

A. 
sir. 

No, I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  any i n c i d e n t s ,  what happened, 

COL WILSON: Se rgean t  LIAS,  I a m  go ing  t o  r e c e s s  u n t i l  
tomorrow morning and I would l i k e  you t o  go w i t h  Major 
THOMAS and see if you can r e c a l l ,  u s i n g  t h e  B Company 
r o s t e r ,  pe r sonne l  t h a t  w e r e  i n  your  p l a t o o n  o r  i n  your  
u n i t .  P u t  t h e i r  name down wherever you can r e c a l l .  I ' m  
i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  people  on t h e  o p e r a t i o n .  I ' m  n o t  
i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  cooks o r  supply s e r g e a n t .  So, i f  you 
w i l l  do t h a t  t h i s  evening a s  f a r  a s  you can ,  I d o n ' t  want 
him t o  t a k e  t h i s  w i t h  him, b u t  f o r  about  4 5  minutes  r e c a l l  
what you can and then  when you come i n  i n  t h e  morning, i f  
you r e c a l l  any more o v e r n i g h t  you can f i l l  it i n .  I ' d  
l i k e  you t o  be back i n  t h e  morning a t  0830 o r  whatever  
t i m e  Major THOMAS t e l l s  you t o  come. So I ' m  going t o  
l e a v e  you h e r e  w i t h  him and w e ' l l  recess u n t i l  t h a t  t ime ,  
0830 tomorrow morning. 

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  1712 h o u r s ,  1 3  
January  1970 .) 

(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1455 hour s ,  1 4  
January  19 70 .) 
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COL WILSON: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  

RCDR : The fo l lowing  members a r e  p r e s e n t :  COL WILSON, 
MR WALSH, LTC NOLL, MAS ZYCHOWSKI, and MAJ THOMAS. 

COL WILSON: Se rgean t ,  I remind you you a r e  s t i l l  under 
o a t h .  

A s  w e  completed t h e  i n t e r v i e w  y e s t e r d a y  we had 
ques t ioned  you cons ide rab ly  on p rev ious  a c t i o n s  o r  
b r i e f i n g s  t h a t  may have occu r red  on 15 March a t  Upt igh t  o r  
any i n s t r u c t i o n s  o r  o r d e r s  you may have r e c e i v e d - f r o m  t h e  
p l a t o o n  l e a d e r  o r  company commander. And we had t r i e d  t o  
r e c a l l  you t o  t h e  t ime  and p l a c e  of  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  oper-
a t i o n  and, w e  went through 16 March. Now have you been 
able t o  r e c a l l  any a d d i t i o n a l  i n fo rma t ion  i n  t h e  meantime, 
o r  i s  it any c l e a r e r  i n  your  mind a s  t o  when t h i s  took 
p l a c e  t h a n  it w a s  ye s t e rday?  

A. I t h i n k. . I remember t h e  s p e c i f i c  t i m e ,  sir. 

Q You do t h i n k  you f i x e d  t h i s  p r e t t y  w e l l  as f a r  
a s  t h e  t ime goes? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q On t h a t  b a s i s ,  can you remember any more 
i n c i d e n t s  o r  do you have any f u r t h e r  i n s i g h t  i n t o  t h e  
o p e r a t i o n s  of  yo1J.r squad or your pl.a.toon on t h e  first day 
of  t h e  o p e r a t i o n ,  on 16 March? 

A .  No, sir.  

Q You d o n ' t  remember any more? L e t  me cover  
a coup1.e n f  p o i n t s  in the Task Force Rarker j o u r n a l  (Exhibj-t 
M-16) and see i f  t h i s  r e c a l l s  any th ing  t o  you. B/4 /3  a t  
0955 on 1 6  March k i l l e d  12 VC. Mow I may have gone o v e r  
t h e s e  w i t h  you y e s t e r d a y ,  b u t  I ' m  go ing  t o  go ove r  them 
aga in .  B /4 /3  k i l l e d  1 8  VC. T h a t ' s  a t  1025. And a t  1245, 
1st p l a toon  found some s t e e l  he lmets ,  uniforms,  and web 
equipment i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of 742787. T h a t ' s  r i g h t  sou th  
of My Khe ( 4 1 ,  r i g h t  about  i n  t h e r e  ( r e f e r r i n g  t o  E x h i b i t  
NAP-4).  Th i s  1s t h e  r e p o r t e d  a r e a  which i n d i c a t e s  t h e  
p l a toon  d i d  g e t  down t h a t  f a r  a t  l e a s t  on t h e  1 6 t h .  Do 
you remember f i n d i n g  s tee l  he lmets ,  uniforms,  and web 
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equipment down t h e r e  by t h e  sou th  of  t h i s  v i l l a g e ,  down 
t h e r e  by t h e  c o a s t ?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l ,  s ir .  

Q. Company B k i l l e d  8 VC i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of  742786 
who, had some Chicom grenades  and web equipment.  That '  was a t  
1 4 2 0 ,  t h a t  a f t e rnoon  e n t r y .  

A. T h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  i n c i d e n t ,  s i r ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  
t h a t ,  t h e  two w i t h  t h e  equipment --
Q - ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  The two --
A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  The two VC w i t h  t h e  equipment --
Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Is t h a t  t h e  l a s t  e n t r y  I read  
you? I ' v e  g o t  Company B r e p o r t e d  a t  1420,  k i l l e d  8 VC who 
had some Chicom grenades ,  web equipment, and a s s o r t e d  
ammunition. 

A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any grenades .  I may 
b e  t h i n k i n g  o f  ano ther  opega t ion .  There was one t ime 
du r ing  my p e r i o d  of  s t a y  ove r  t h e r e  t h a t  we g o t  two w i t h  
equipment. I t  may be two d i f f e r e n t  t ime p e r i o d s .  

Q I c a n ' t  f i x  t h i s  as be ing  t h e  1st P la toon .  
The on ly  e n t r y  I can f i x  as be ing  t h e  1st P la toon  was t h e  
1245 e n t r y  where t h e r e  was some s t e e l  he lme t s ,  uniforms,  
and web equipment found a t  t h e  l o c a t i o n  I p o i n t e d  o u t  on 
t h e  map. 

A. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l ,  s ir .  

MR WALSH: Se rgean t ,  you were wounded wh i l e  you were i n  
Vietnam w e r e n ' t  you? 

A.  Yes, s ir .  

Q Do you know what t h e  d a t e  o f  t h a t  was? 

A. I t h i n k  it was 1 2  February,  s ir .  

Q How long  w e r e  you o u t  away from t h e  company? 
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A. I s t a y e d  w i t h  t h e  company, sir.  I t  was j u s t  
a sma l l  fragment t ype .  I was n o t  medevac'd. 

LTC NOLL: Ta lk ing  about  t h e  day of  t h e  1 6 t h ,  a f t e r  you 
landed,  do y o u ' r e c a l l  a t  any t i m e  r e q u e s t i n g  f i r e  s u p p o r t ,  
o u t s i d e  f i r e  s u p p o r t ,  e i t h e r  a r t i l l e r y  o r  gunsh ip ,  o r  
your  p l a t o o n  be ing  suppor ted  by a r t i l l e r y  o r  gunsh ip  
suppor t?  

A. I d o n ' t  know i f  t h i s  i s  t h e  same d a t e ,  b u t  
one t i m e  w e  were suppor t ed  w i t h  a r t i l l e r y ,  s ir .  Tha t  
w a s  t h e  t ime p e r i o d  t h a t  w e  were pinned down, t h a t  I r e l a t e d  
y e s t e r d a y ,  sir.  

Q A f t e r  you g o t  o v e r  t o  t h e  a r e a  t h a t  you
desc r ibed  as t h e ' b e a c h  . a r e a ,  do you r e c a l l  any th ing  about  t h e  
d i s p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  p l a toon?  Was it such t h a t  i n  your  squad 
you could  see t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  a d j a c e n t  squads? I n  o t h e r  
words, would you g e n e r a l l y  have knowledge of  what w a s  
go ing  on i n  t h e  o t h e r  squad a r e a s ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q Was t h e r e  a g r e a t  d e a l  o f  f o l i a g e  i n  t h i s  
v i l l a g e  t h a t  you went i n t o ,  once you g o t  i n t o  t h i s  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Which v i l l a g e  are you speaking  o f ,  s i r ?  

A. There  was an embankment between t h e  v i l l a g e  
and t h e  w a t e r ,  There was a bank. 

Q Water on t h e  s e a  s i d e  o r  wa te r  on t h e  stream 
s i d e ?  

A. Water on t h e  s e a  s i d e ,  sir. There w a s  a 
v i l l a g e ,  l i k e  a v i l l a g e .  The bank, i n  o t h e r  words; 
t r a v e l l i n g  s o u t h  would be t o  t h e  l e f t  of  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

MAJ ZYCHOWSKIs Se rgean t  LIAS, do you r e c a l l  s e e i n g  a 
photographer ,  a PI0 man on the 1 6 t h  o r  17 th3. , 

A.  No I d o n ' t ,  s i r .  

Q: None a t  a l l ?  

(LIAS) 36 

FOR ' OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

APP T-144 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

A. None a t  a l l .  

MR WALSH: What e l s e  can you remember about  t h e  t e r r a i n  
a f t e r  you c r o s s e d  t h e  b r i d g e  and were moving down a long  
t h e '  ocean t h e r e ?  You s a y .t h e r e  was an embankment on your  
l e f t .  ' Could you s e e  wa te r  on your - r i g h t ?  

A .  No, I c o u l d n ' t .  

Q Did you have any impress ion  about  how wide --
I t h i n k  you t e s t i f i e d  y e s t e r d a y  t h a t  you were moving down 
a t r a i l ,  which more o r  l e s s  r a n  through t h e  c e n t e r  of t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q About how f a r  t o  t h e  l e f t  o f  t h e  t r a i l  was t h i s  
embankment, how many m e t e r s  would-you e s t i m a t e ?  

A. Approximately,  I'd s a y  1 0 0  meters .  

Q 0 How about  on t h e  r igh t -hand  s i d e ?  Was your
' v i s i o n  unobs t ruc t ed  o r  were t h e r e  trees o r  f o l i a g e ,  o r  was it 
j u s t  open sand ,  o r  was it paddy f i e l d s ,  o r  what do you 
remember on t h e  r igh t -hand  s i d e  o f  t h e  t r a i l ?  

A. There  were no open f i e l d s  t h a t  I can r e c a l l ,  sir.  

Q - I n  o t h e r  words, your  f i e l d  of  v i s i o n ,  i f  you 
c o u l d n ' t  see a long  way when you were walking down a t r a i l  
which -- are t h e r e  t r e e s  growing a long  t h e r e ?  

A. I r e a l l y  c a n ' t  r e c a l l ,  s i r ,  

COL WILSON: S e r g e a n t ,  I have h e r e  a l o o s e l e a f  notebook 
w i t h  a s e r i e s  o f  photographs .  Each photograph i s  
numbered. I ' d  l i k e  f o r  you t o  look through t h e r e  
s t a r t i n g  w i t h  t h e  f i r s t  photograph and t e l l  m e  i f  you can 
i d e n t i f y  e i t h e r  t h e  p l a c e  o r  t h e  people  i n  t h e  photographs .  
(The w i t n e s s  w a s  handed a book of  photographs . )  

A. I i d e n t i f y  t h e  p l a c e .  

Q Thi s  i s  E x h i b i t  P-17? 

A.  Y e s ,  s i r .  
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Q . Where do you t h i n k  t h a t  i s ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know t h e  a r e a  t h a t  i t ' s  c a l l e d ,  s ir .  

Q You c o u l d n ' t  f i x  it on a map o r  anything? 

A. No, I c o u l d n ' t .  

A. I d o n ' t  remember t h i s  p l a c e  he re .  

A. Nor t h i s  one. 

Q P-ZO? 

A. N o s  s i r ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h i s  p i c t u r e  a l s o .  But 
I b e l i e v e  t h i s  i s  t h e  headquar te rs  p la toon  personnel .  

Q What photograph i s  t h a t ?  

A. P-20, s ir .  

Q L e t  me t a k e  a look a t  t h a t ,  D o  you recognize  
any of  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  i n  t h e  photographF i n  P-20? D o  
you know a.ny of then? 

A. I can 't remember t h e  names, sir.  I remember them 
by appearance,  I can 't r e m e n b e r  the nanies . 
MR WALSH: Do you remember what t h e i r  jobs were? 

A .  I"!lFzX "kay w ~ r cths r .c r tar  r,cs ic the xartcr 
s e c t i o n .  

COL WILSON: D o  you know where t h a t  l o c a t i o n  i s ?  

A. Nor I d o n ' t ,  s ir ,  

S How about t h e  nex t  photograph, and what number 
i s  t h a t  n e x t  o n e ?  

( L I A S )  

P-21,  sir.  

What about t h a t ?  
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A. I have no recogni t ion  of t h i s  a t  a l l ,  s i r .  

Q. Next photo,  P-22? 

P-22,  s i r ,  I d o n ' t  recognize.A* 

Don't recognize i t ?  

A. I recognize him. I ' v e  seen him. I c a n ' t  
r e c a l l  any of t h e  names. 

Q - Let  me see  t h a t .  Do you recognize t h e  American 
and t h e  Vietnamese s o l d i e r ?  

A. Not t h e  Vietnamese s o l d i e r ,  b u t  I recognize t h e  
American s o l d i e r .  

Q How about t h e  o l d  man? 

A. No, I c a n ' t  recognize him, sir.  

Q Do you know who t h e  American s o l d i e r  i s ?  

A.  Not by name, sir.  

Q 0 You've seen him? 

A. I ' v e  seen him. 

Q A l l  r i g h t ,  go on. The next  photograph i s  
what number? 

. . 

A. P-23, s i r .  

Q Do you recognize anything i n  t h a t  photograph? 

A.  Not t h e  area .  I recognize t h e  company 
commander. 

Q Hold t h a t  up, p lease .  The company commander 
i s  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  on t h e  l e f t .  What's h i s  name? 

A. Captain MICHLES, s ir .  

Q Do you recognize anyone e l s e  i n  t h e  photo? 

A. No, s i r .  
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Q Next, t h a t ' s  number what? 

A.  P-68,  s ir .  

Q You d o n ' t  recognize any of those  people? 

A. No, I don ' t .  

Q They d o n ' t  look f a m i l i a r  a t  a l l ?  

A.  No, I d o n ' t  even r e c a l l  s ee ing  any of  t h e  
people here  be fo re .  

Q Did you e v e r  know a Lieutenant  JOHNSON? 

A.  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l ,  s ir .  

Q A l i e u t e n a n t  t h a t  would have been assigned 
t o  t h e  m i l i t a r y  in te l l igence 'de tachment  i n  suppor t  of 
B Company. He would probably-have been i n  B company from 
time t o  t ime wi th  t h e  Vietnamese i n t e r p r e t e r .  

A. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  h i s  name. I know w e  d i d  have 
an i n t e l l i g e n c e  man, an American, working with us.  I 
c a n ' t  r e c a l l  h i s  name. 

Q Would you recognize t h e  M I  personnel  i f  you 
saw him? 

Q M i l i t a r y  i n t e l l i g e n c e  personnel?  

I B m  n o t  s u r e ,  s ir .  

Q Look a t  photo 2 1  and 2 2  (Exhib i t  P-21 and 
P-22) and s e e  i f  you c a n ' t  recognize any of  those  people? 

A. I t h i n k  it was, sir. I th ink  it was. I 
d o n ' t  r e c a l l  h i s  name. 

Q Photo number 2 2 ,  i d e n t i f i e d  a s  poss ib ly  
being an M I  personnel .  How about t h e  o t h e r  photograph, 
number 21?  Do you th ink  t h a t ' s  a l s o  t h e  M I  personnel?  

A. I t  appears t o  be t h e  same person,  sir.  
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Q L e t ' s  go on t o  t h e  1 7 t h ,  s e r g e a n t .  Do you 
r e c a l l  any th ing  t h a t  happened t h e  day a f t e r  t h e  combat 
a s s a u l t  on t h e  16 th?  Do you r e c a l l  B Company l i n k i n g  
up w i t h  1st P la toon ,  t h e  company a c r o s s  t h e  b r idge?  B 
Company l i n k i n g  up w i t h  t h e  1st P la toon?  We unders tand  
t h e  1st P la toon  was working a lone  t h e  f i r s t  day. 

A. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  l i n k i n g  up, sir.  The on ly  
t h i n g  I remember, t h e  on ly  t ime  I t h i n k  t h a t  w e  l i n k e d  up 
was when t h e  medics came i n t o  t h e  a r e a ,  s i r .  T h a t ' s  a l l  
I can r e c a l l  about  us  l i n k i n g  up. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  
company go ing  down t o  t h i s  beach t h a t  I was t e l l i n g  you 
about .  The on ly  t h i n g  I can r e c a l l  about  t h e  companies 
l i n k i n g  up,  I know, i s  when we moved i n t o  t h i s  a r e a  
f u r t h e r  up, and we dug our  p o s i t i o n s ,  and they  f lew t h e  
medics i n  t o  g i v e  a i d  t o  t h e  c h i l d r e n  and s t u f f .  

Q D o  you remember a man named TAYLOR g e t t i n g
wounded? 

A. R igh t ,  sir. 

Q Tha t  w a s  on t h e  17 th?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  day.  

Q Was he  i n  t h e  p l a toon?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q Do you remember where he  w a s  wounded? 

A .  I t  w a s  h i s  f o o t ,  s ir .  

Q . Do you remember t h e  l o c a t i o n  where h e  was 
wounded, what p a r t  of  t h e  p e n i n s u l a  h e  was wounded on ,  
t h e  l o c a t i o n ?  

A. I know it w a s  r i g h t  by a b r i d g e  complex. 

- Q" I t  w a s  by a b r idge?  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q Was he  wounded by a mine, do you r e c a l l ?  
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A. I t h i n k  it w a s  e i t h e r  some type  of  mine o r  
booby t r a p .  

Q T h i s  w a s  n e a r  t h e  b r idge?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  any th ing  else t h a t  happened?
That  e n t r y  i n  t h e  l o g  shows t h a t  man, a t  l e a s t  t h e  l o g  
e n t r y  shows 0810 i n  t h e  morning, e a r l y  i n  t h e  morning. 
Do you r e c a l l  what happened a f t e r  he  was wounded? Was 
t h e r e  a f i r e  f i g h t ?  Was t h e r e  any s n i p e r  f i r e  r ece ived?  

A. Y e s ,  t h e r e  was, s i r .  

Q Did you have a f i r e  f i g h t  t h e r e ?  

Y e s ,  s i r ,  I b e l i e v e  we d i d ,  sir. 
. . 

Q Did you have any gunship s u p p o r t ,  gunships
brought  i n  t h e r e ?  

A. I c a n ' t  remen-her any gunships .  

Q What happened a f t e r  t h a t ,  do you remember, 
where d i d  you go,  s o u t h ,  n o r t h ?  

Q I t  seems a t  1 3 2 0  t h e  2d P la toon  of  B Company
engaged two VC, one VC K I A ,  do you remember t h i s  i n c i d e n t ,  
about  1320 t h a t  a f t e rnoen?  

A. N o ,  I don't, sir, 

Q You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any th ing  on t h e  17 th?  

A. The i n c i d e n t  about  TAYLOR I remember, I 
d o n ' t  know about  t h e  d a t e s ,  

Q But you remember t h e  i n c i d e n t  though? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

MR WALSH: Was TAYLOR i n  your squad? 

A. NO,  h e  w a s n ' t .  
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Q Were you i n  t h e  a r e a  when he was wounded? 
Did you ' s ee  i t ?  

A. No, I d i d n ' t  s e e  i t  happen, s i r .  

Q Do you remember where you were when it 
happened? 

A. I was f u r t h e r  back. I n  o t h e r  words, t h e  
squad he was i n  was o u t  t o  o u r  f r o n t ,  sir.  

Q What d i r e c t i o n  were you moving? 

A. I imagine i t  was sou th ,  sir.  

Q Were you .north of t h e  br idge?  

A. Right ,  s i r .  We were t o  t h e  f r o n t  of t h e  
. b r i d g e  moving toward t h e  br idge .  

Q. And were you coming from your n i g h t  defens ive  
p o s i t i o n ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know, sir. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l .  The only 
p o s i t i o n  t h a t  I remember being s e t  up i n  was when t h e  
company r e j o i n e d  and we were a l l '  r i g h t  t h e r e  on t h e  beach, 
f u r t h e r  up n o r t h ,  and we dug our  p o s i t i o n s  f o r  l aager ing .  
t h a t  n igh t .  

Q. Do you remember when TAYLOR was wounded, 
whether t h e  p la toon was by i t s e l f ?  Do you r e c a l l ?  

A. Yes, it was, sir. 

Q- The r e s t  o f  t h e  company was s t i l l  on t h e  o t h e r  
s i d e  of t h e  b r idge  a t  t h a t  time? 

A. I th ink  it was, s i r .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  i f  t h e  r e s t  of thecompany 
came ac ross  t h e  br idge  and joined you s h o r t l y  a f t e r  TAYLOR 
w a s  h i t ?  

A. No,. they  d i d n ' t ,  s ir .  

Q They d i d  not?  

(LIAS) 4 3  

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

APP T-.I44 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

A. No, they  d i d  n o t ,  .sir. 

Q Did you move on down p a s t  t h e  br idge  a f t e r  
t h a t ?  

A. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l ,  s i r ,  because w e  h e l d  up 
t h e r e  f o r  q u i t e  some time. I c a n ' t  remember which 
d i r e c t i o n  w e  moved o u t  from t h e r e .  

Q Do you remember how TAYLOR was taken out?  

A. I th ink  he  was medevac'd from t h e r e ,  s i r ,  t h a t  
a rea .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  i t ?  Do you r e c a l l  s ee ing  it? 

A. He was medevac'd. 

Q Approximately how f a r  away from t h e  br idge  
was he when t h a t  happened, r i g h t  next  t o  i t ,  t h e  br idge?  

A. I ' m  n o t  s u r e ,  he c o u l d n ' t  have been too  far 
because we wasn ' t  t o o  f a r  behind, sir.  

COL WILSON: What was t h e  per iod  of time from t h e  time 
t h a t  TAYLOR was wounded u n t i l  he was evac'd? 

A. I cou3dnst  szy t h e  e x a c t  per iod  of t ime,  s i r ,  
but  I imagine ti-ley c a l l e d  Lhe medevac r i g h t  aiiay, s o  I 
d o n ' t  know what pe r iod  of time it took t o  g e t  t h e r e .  

Q Do you remember anything e l s e  occur r ing  on 
t h e  17th? O n  t h e  18 th  Task ~ o r c e - ~ a r k e rl o g  (Exhibi t  
M - 1 6 )  i n d i c a t e s  a t  0755 i n  t h e  morning Company B found 
approximately 3 , O C C  poiii-ids of iice. Co you remer~berLhis? 
The morning of 18 March, a t  0755, Company B r epor ted  t h a t  
they had found approximately 3,000 pounds of r i c e  and they  
would evacuate .  Do you r e c a l l  t h i s ?  

A. No, s i r ,  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  it. I t  seems t o  me, 
sir--I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  any r i c e  because when t h e  whole 
company r e j o i n e d  together--we were up i n  q u i t e  a l a rge -
s i z e  a rea .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  

Q You say l a r g e - s i z e  a rea .  Are you t a l k i n g  about 
a v i l l a g e  o r  what? 
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A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q - T h i s  l o c a t i o n  was 742787. Th i s  a r e a  where t h e  
r i c e  w a s  found w a s  r e p o r t e d  742787, r i g h t  around i n  h e r e  
( i n d i c a t i n g  a p o s i t i o n  on E x h i b i t  MAP-4) j u s t  s o u t h  of  t h e  
b r idge .  Tha t  w a s  ' t h e  morning now t h a t ' s  e a r l y  on t h e  morning 
of  t h e  18 th? .  

A. S i r ,  I d o n ' t  remember t h a t  i n c i d e n t .  

Q. You d o n ' t  remember a h e l i c o p t e r  coming i n  
and p i c k i n g  up 3,000 pounds of  r i c e ?  

A. Like  I s a i d  b e f o r e ,  s i r ,  t h e r e  w a s  r i c e  i n  
shipments t h a t  w e  had s e n t  i n ,  b u t  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  when. 

Q A t  1900 on t h e  1 8 t h ,  Bravo 6 r e q u e s t e d  a 
d u s t o f f  o f  t h r e e  Vietnamese who were wounded by booby-
t r a p p e d  a r t i l l e r y .  Do you r e c a l l  t h i s ,  t h r e e  Vietnamese 
h i t  i n  a booby t r a p  and l a t e r  dus t ed -o f f ?  

I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  i t ,  s i r .  

Q A l l  r i g h t ,  on t h e  n i g h t  of  t h e  1 8 t h  a t  1930 
Bravo 6 r e p o r t e d  i t s  l o c a t i o n  a s  751816. That  would have 
been up t h e r e  by t h e  f i s h  pond which would 'have  been 
a c t u a l l y  i n  t h e  a r e a  of Ky Xuyen ( 2 )  and An Ky which a r e  
two f a i r l y  l a r g e  v i l l a g e s ,  a r e n ' t  they?  O r  t h e  remains of  
two f a i r l y  l a r g e  v i l l a g e s .  

A. T h a t ' s  t h e  a r e a  w e  dug i n  f o r  t h a t  n i g h t  and 
t h e  medics came i n .  

Q. The medics came i n  t h a t  n i g h t ,  t h a t ' s  t h e  
. .n i g h t  o f  t h e  1 8 t h ,  o r  t h e  n e x t '  morning? 

A. I t  was d a y l i g h t ,  s i r ,  a t  t h e  t i m e  when t h e y  
. g o t  t h e r e .  . 

Q I t  w a s  t h e  evening ,  t hen .  I t  was on t h e  18 th  
though. Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  They came i n  t h a t  evening  and 
n o t  t h e  morning o f  t h e  1 9 t h ?  

A. I ' m  n o t  s u r e  about  t h e  d a t e ,  o u r  company d i d  
l a a g e r  up t h e r e ,  s i r ,  and t h e  medics came i n  because t h e  
n i g h t  t h a t  we s t a y e d  t h e r e ,  w e  were evacua ted  from t h e  beach 
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t h e  next  morning. 

Q YOU mean you s t ayed  t h e r e  t h a t  n i g h t  and then 
you were evacuated t h e  next  morning? That would have been 
t h e  morning of t h e  19th?  

A. .The next  morning, we laagered  up i n  t h a t  a r e a r  
s i r ,  and t h e  next  morning t h e  company was e x t r a c t e d .  

Q From t h i s  a rea?  

A. Right from t h e  beach, sir. 

Q A l l  r i g h t .  When d i d  t h e  medics g e t  a chance 
t o  t r e a t  t h e  n a t i v e s  of t h e  a r e a  the re?  Was t h a t  done t h a t  
evening o r  was it done t h e  next  morning o r  when? 

A .  The medics were t h e r e  while  we were prepar ing  
o u r  l a a g e r i n g  p o s i t i o n s  f o r  t h e  night ;  I f  I ' m  n o t m i s t a k e n  
I b e l i e v e  t h e  medics l e f t  p r i o r  t o  t h e  n i g h t ,  s i r ,  and .we 
were evacuated o u t  t h e  next 'morning,  s i r .  

Q Did you remember see ing  some f i s h  ponds 
around t h e r e ?  I t  looked l i k e  a b i g  l ake? .  

A. No, We remained r i g h t  t h e r e  on t h e  ocean f r o n t .  

Q 0 
When you l e f t  t h e  morning of t h e  19 th ,  where 

d i d  you gs? 

A. I f  I ' m  n o t  mistaken it was e i t h e r  back t o  
one of t h e  f i r e  bases  --
Q 0 ( In te rpos ing)  You d o n ' t  remember which one it 
was? 

A.  N o ,  I d o n ' t .  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l .  I th ink  it was 
back t o  one of t h e  f i r e  bases .  

MR WALSH: DO you remember who w a s  i n  t h a t  medical detach-
ment? Was t h e r e  a major, a c a p t a i n ,  and a couple of 
l i e u t e n a n t s  f r o m  Medical Corps? 

A.  I d o n ' t  know any of t h e  names. 

Q Were t h e r e  a number of Medical Corps o f f i c e r s ?  
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A. I d o n ' t  know t h e  amount, how many t h e r e  were,  s i r ,  
b u t  I b e l i e v e  t h e r e  was a medical  o f f i c e r  t h e r e  w i t h  them, 
I'm q u i t e  s u r e .  

Q. Do you remember i f  t h e r e  w a s  a Vietnamese Nation-
a l  Policeman with them? 

,$I 

A. I b e l i e v e  t h e r e  w e r e  p o l i c e  t h e r e  w i t h  them, 
sir. I don'  t know i f  t hey  were -- I mean t h e y  were i n  t h e  
area. 

Q. Do you remember i f  t h e  Navy d e l i v e r e d  a bunch of  
d e t a i n e e s  t h a t  were i n  sampans o f f  t h e  c o a s t  t o  your  u n i t  
t h e r e  on t h e  beach? 

A.  Y e s ,  t h e y  d i d .  I remember t h a t .  

Q o  Was t h a t  toward t h e  end of t h e  o p e r a t i o n ,  maybe 
t h e  l a s t  day o f  t h e  o p e r a t i o n ,  o r  d i d  t h a t  happen e a r l i e r ?  

A. I f  I ' m  n o t  mis taken ,  s i r ,  i t  was d u r i n g  t h e  same 
t i m e  t h a t  -- t h e  day b e f o r e  we l e f t .  

QI The same t i m e  t h a t  t h e  medica l  team w a s  t r e a t i n g  
t h e  people  around t h a t  a r e a ?  

A. Around t h e  same t i m e .  

Q .  What d i d  t h e  company do w i t h  t h i s  group o f  f i s h -
ermen ox people  t h a t  were s e n t  i n  by t h e  Navy? 

A. A f t e r  t hey  come i n  and t h e y  were checked o u t  by 
t h e  peop le ,  as f a r  as I know t h e y  may have been t u r n e d  l o o s e  
o r  what eve r .  I d o n ' t  know if they  d e t a i n e d  any o f  them t h a t  
w e r e  b rought  i n .  

Q You had never  s een  t h e  Na t iona l  P o l i c e  ques t ion -
i n g  them o r  anybody i n t e r r o g a t i n g  them? 

A.  No, I didn ' t  see any i n t e r r o g a t i o n ,  sir .  

Q * .  About how many people  w e r e  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h a t  group 
t h a t  came i n  from t h e  ocean? 

A. I c o u l d n ' t  say,  s ir .  There was one group t h a t  
t h e  Navy f o r c e d  i n ,  wh i l e  t h e y  t u r n e d  o u t  j u s t  t o  be  f ishermen 
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from t h e  v i l l a g e  and everything.  While they were t ak ing  
them back up t o  be i n t e r r o g a t e d ,  we were checking o u t  t h e i r  
sampans, t h e i r  b o a t s ,  s ir ,  and found nothing,  j u s t  n e t s  and 
o l d  f i s h i n g  g e a r ,  b u t  nothing suspic ious  about it a t  a l l .  

Q. You were l i f t e d  o u t  by h e l i c o p t e r s ?  

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q. Back t o  Uptight?  

A. I t h i n k  it was back t o  our  f i r e  base ,  sir.  I 
d o n ' t  r e c a l l  whether i t  was Uptight o r  Dot t i e .  I d o n ' t  r e -
c a l l .  We were l i f t e d  o u t  t h e  next  morning by h e l i c o p t e r  
from t h e  beach, sir. 

COL WILSON: Colonel NOLL, what about t h a t ?  

LTC NOLL: According t o  t h e  message ( r e f e r r i n g  t o  a doc -
ment l a t e r  admit ted a s  Exh ib i t  M-40), s i r ,  they  repor ted  
t h a t :  "PCF 20 s i g h t e d  1 0  sampans with s e v e r a l  males and 
c h i l d r e n  aboard. There were no women aboard. S ix  of t h e  
sampans were boarded and d i r e c t e d  t o  beach. The Vietnamese 
appeared t o  have been innocent  c i v i l i a n s  b u t  were turned  
over  t o  Task Force Barker a s  p o s s i b l e  sources of  a r e a  i n t e l -  
l igence .  None of t h e  de ta inees  were subsequently c l a s s i f i e d  
as VC by Vietnamese National  Po l i ce . "  And t h i s  e n t r y  i s  on 
t h e  16th  and i t ' s  between t h e  hours of 1600 and 1700. 

COL WILSON: This  probably p u t s  it on t h e  f i r s t  day of t h e  
opera t ion .  

A. I d o n ' t  know, s i r ,  because I know t h e  Navy d i d  
b r i n g  them i n .  A s  f a r  a s  I remember it seemed l i k e  t h e  day 
be fo re  xe leFt, a i r .  

Q Well, it could  be ,  we d o n ' t  have any i n d i c a t i o n  0 

t h a t  they d id  t h i s  twice.  Of course a f t e r  a  pe r iod  of 2 
yea r s  you could have t h e  da tes  mixed up. I f  you f e e l  p r e t t y  
s t r o n g l y  --
A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  When t h e  company was a l l  up i n  
t h i s  a r e a  t o g e t h e r ,  we were c l e a r i n g  ou t  a l a r g e  a r e a  f o r  
o u r  l aager .  I ' m  s u r e  t h a t ' s  t h e  same day t h a t  t h e  Navy s h i p s  
were o u t  t h e r e ,  sending t h e  sampans i n .  I ' m  q u i t e  s u r e  of 
t h a t ,  sir. 
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Q. The document which Colonel NOLL read from i s  a 
Navy r e p o r t  which we w i l l  in t roduce  a s  an e x h i b i t  (Exhib i t  
M-40; s e e  page 5 2 ) .  

A. I f  I ' m  n o t  mistaken i t  was a day p r i o r  t o  us 
l eav ing  it, 

Q* That  would be t h e  18th .  You l e f t  .on t h e  19th.  

A. Well, I a m  q u i t e  s u r e  t h a t  it was t h e  day p r i o r  
t o ' u s  l e a v i n g  t h e  a r e a ,  being l i f t e d  o u t .  

Q- That  t h e s e  Vietnamese fishermen were turned  over  
t o  you? 

A. Yes, s i r ,  because we were sea rch ing  t h e  boa t s ,  
b u t  noth ing  susp ic ious  was found t h a t  I could s e e .  

Q. Sergeant ,  do you have any knowledge e i t h e r  from 
rumor, o r  hearsay,  o r  d i r e c t  evidence t h a t  t h e r e  eve r  was 
an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  conducted over  t h e r e  about t h e  opera t ion  
t h a t  took p l a c e  between t h e  pe r iod  16 t o  20 March 1968? 

A. Well t h e  only  t h i n g  t h a t  I ' v e  heard about an 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  be fo re ,  s i r ,  w a s  when t h i s  d e a l  f i r s t  come up 
about t h e  1/20. 

Q. You mean s i n c e  you g o t  back t o  t h e  S t a t e s ?  

A. Right,  sir.  

Q - I mean a t  t h e  t ime you were i n  Vietnam, d i d  you 
h e a r  of  any i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  anyth ing  about an i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A. Not t h a t  I can' r e c a l l ,  s ir .  

Q. Do you know of anyone t h a t  was in terv iewed on 
t h i s  s u b j e c t ?  

A. No, I d o n ' t ,  s ir .  

Q: You were never quest ioned? 

A. NO, sir. 


Q- Did you e v e r  s e e  any s e n i o r  o f f i c e r s  from d i v i -  
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s i o n  o r  br igade  down i n  any of t h e  f i r e  bases  when you were 
t h e r e  asking ques t ions  about t h i s  opera t ion?  

A. No, I d o n ' t ,  s i r .  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l .  J u s t  t h e  
t imes t h a t  w e  were on D o t t i e ,  I remember t h e r e  was q u i t e  a 
few V I P ' s  coming around, bu t  t h a t  was t h e  whole pe r iod  of 
time I was , t h e r e ,  s i r ,  s o  I wouldn 't know what reason they  
were coming down f o r .  

Q - Did you e v e r  hea r  a t  any time anyone e i t h e r  i n  
o r  o u t  of Task Force Barker i n d i c a t e  t h a t  Barker o r  i t s  
elements mis t r ea ted  t h e  Vietnamese? 

A. No, sir. 

Q Did you e v e r  hea r  any d i scuss ions  l i k e  t h i s  a-
mong t h e  t roops?  

A. No, s i r .  

Q. Do you have any f u r t h e r  . s ta tements  o r  testimony 
a t  t h i s  time t h a t  might add some l i g h t  on t h e  B Company oper-
a t i o n s  dur ing  t h i s  per iod?  

A. NO,  I d o n ' t ,  sir.  

Q. I would l i k e  f o r  you, when you go home, i f  you 
f ind  any documents o r  evidence such photographs,  r o s t e r s ,  
o r d e r s ,  anything t h a t  might a s s i s t  us i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  
if you w i l l  c a l l  us  back h e r e ,  we w i l l  make arrangements t o  
g e t  them. 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. One o t h e r  ques t ion  I have before  y-ou l eave .  Diii 
you ever  hea r  o r  know of a marijuana problem i n  B' Company? 

A .  Y e s ,  t h e r e  was. 

Q Was it a problem o r  was i t-j u s t  used? Was it 
excess ive ,  was anybody i n  t h e r e  us ing  it excess ive ly ,  o r  --
A. ( In te rpos ing)  From what I ga thered ,  s i r ,  it was 
j u s t  t h a t ,  a few fe l lows.  When they  ran  ac ross  i t , - t h e y  used 
i t ,  b u t  nothing -- no outcome. I be l i eve  what it was j u s t  a 
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few fel lows t h a t  ran  across  it d i d  use i t ,  sir, because I 
heard t a l k  t h a t  t h e r e  was some around i n  t h e  a r e a .  

Q. Was marijuana ever  used dur ing  a  per iod  of oper-
a t i o n s ?  Did anybody ever  go on an o p e r a t i o n  higri on marijuana 
i n  your p la toon?  

A .  N o ,  s i r ,  i f  t h e r e  was it was s t r i c t l y  covered up. 
I d i d n ' t  s e e  no one t h a t  I know of under any in f luence .  

MAJ ZYCHOWSKI: Do you know of anybody i n  your squad o r  your 
p la toon t h a t  always took a camera wi th  them on an a s s a u l t  
l i k e  t h i s ?  

A. J u s t  mostly p o r t a b l e  r a d i o s .  I mean normally a l o t  
of t h e  G I ' s  over  t h e r e  had t h e i r  own personal  cameras and 
they took p i c t u r e s  of t h e  var ious  opera t ions  t h a t  they were on. 

Q. Do you r e c a l l  anybody i n  your squad o r  platoon 
who took a camera wi th  them and took p i c t u r e s ?  

A. No, s i r ,  I c a n ! t  r e c a l l  anybody t h a t  took p i c t u r e s .  

Q. Did you s e e  anybody i n  your squad o r  platoon 
t a k i n g  p i c t u r e s  on t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  a s s a u l t ?  

A. No, I d i d n ' t ,  s i r .  

COL WILSON: Sergeant ,  you a r e  ordered n o t  t o  d i scuss  your . 
testimony i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  wi th  o t h e r s  inc luding  o t h e r  
wi tnesses  who may be c a l l e d  be fo re  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  except  
i n  performance of o f f i c i a l  d u t i e s  a s  you may be requi red  t o  
do before  a competent j u d i c i a l ,  l e g i s l a t i v e ,  o r  admin i s t r a t ive  
body. I ' 11 exp la in  t h a t .  You a r e  no t  t o  d i s c u s s  t h i s  t e s t -
mony, what you s a i d  before  t h i s  board,  with anyone o the r  than 
a s i m i l a r  board,  a cour t -mar t i a l ,  o r  a l e g i s l a t i v e  body. 

A.  I understand,  s i r .  

Q. And i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  I'd l i k e  t o  p o i n t  ou t  -- i f  
you understand t h i s  I ' m  n o t  going any f u r t h e r  with it. So 
i n  a d d i t i o n ,  you a r e  caut ioned t h a t  i f  you a r e  s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  
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o r d e r  i s s u e d  by t h e  m i l i t a r y  judge i n  t h e  g e n e r a l  cou r t -
m a r t i a l  c a s e  o f  t h e  Uni ted s t a t e s  v. alley,- t h i s  i n  no way 
chanqes t h e  a p p l i c a b i l i t y  o f  t h a t  o rde r .  I know y o u ' r e  n o t ,  
b u t  appearance-here  does n o t  v i o l a t e  t h a t  o r d e r .  Do you 
have any q u e s t i o n s ?  

A. No, sir.  

COL WILSON: W e  a p p r e c i a t e  your  coming up ,  Se rgean t  LIAS. 
Thank you ve ry  much. 

(COMUSMACV message, 2401252 Dec 69,  s u b j e c t :  
" L e t t e r  from COMNAVFORV, d t d  23  Dec. 69 ( U )  ," c o n t a i n i n g  . 

s p o t  r e p o r t s  concern ing  Naval s u p p o r t  t o  Task Force  Barker  
on 16 and 17 March 1968 was r e c e i v e d  and e n t e r e d  i n t o  
evidence a s  Exhibit M-40. ) 

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  1547 h o u r s ,  1 4  January  
1970.) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: LONG, Samuel E . ,  J r .  

DATE OF TESTIMONY : 4 Feb rua ry  19 70 

PLACE OF TESTINONY: Pentagon  

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968:  ~ i r s tP l a t o o n ,  B/4/3. 

1. KNOWLEDGE OF THE 16 MARCH 196.8 OPERATION. 

On 16 March t h e  w i t n e s s  w a s  a t  Duc Pho a w a i t i n g  PCS 
o r d e r s  t o  t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s  (pg.  3) . M r .  LONG was s u r e  
t n a t  h e  w a s  n o t  w i t h  B/4/3 t h a t  day f o r  h e  v i v i d l y  r e c a l l e d  
~ e i n gt o l d  by a c l e r k  i n  Duc Pho t h a t  h i s  f r i e n d  TAYLOR had 
l o s t  a f o o t  on 16 March ( p g s .  3-51 . H e  h e a r d  t h a t  TAYLOR 
w a s  p r o n e  a t t e m p t i n g  t o  d i s a r m  a mine when h i s  f o o t  
d e t o n a t e d  a n o t h e r  mine wounding him ( p g s .  24,  2 5 ) .  The 
w i t n e s s  n e v e r  d i s c u s s e d  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  p r i o r  t o  l e a v i n g  
Vietnam on  17  A p r i l  1968 (pg .  1 9 ) .  

2 .  PREVIOUS OPERATIONS AS A MEMBER OF THE POINT GROUP. 

LONG had  p r e v i o u s l y  been  w i t h  t h e  p o i n t  g roup  composed 
o f  TAYLOR, TITTLE, HOOTON, and h i m s e l f  (pg .  7 ) .  They 
c a r r i e d  f r a g  g r e n a d e s ,  C4 , . and  TNT which i n  a l l  was a b o u t  
s i x  pounds o f  e x p l o s i v e s  among themse lves  (pgs . 7-10) . 
I n  s e a r c h i n g  a h o o t c h ,  t h e y  would a lways  y e l l  i n t o  i t  f i r s t  
(pgs .  1 0 ,  11). TITTLE c a r r i e d  a g r a p p l i n g  hook which was 
u sed  t o  p u l l  t h e  c o v e r i n g  f rom t u n n e l s  i n  t h e  e v e n t  t h e y  
were booby t r apped .  Then t h e y  would u se  C 4  or  TNT t o  
d e s t r o y  t h e  t u n n e l .  I f  i t  was a s h e l t e r  b u n k e r ,  a f r a g  
g r e n a d e  would b e  thrown i n .  Enemy bunke r s  had two e x i t s  
and w e r e  d i s t i n g u i s h a b l e  from f a m i l y  bunke r s  which o n l y  
had  one  e x i t  ( p g s .  1 2 ,  1 3 ) .  H e  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  TAYLOR was 
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t h e  o n l y  one  i n  t h e i r  g roup  who had had d e m o l i t i o n s  
t r a i n i n g  (pg .  1 4 ) .  I f  t h e y  drew heavy f i r e ,  t h e y  used 
more c a u t i o n  w h i l e  s e a r c h i n g  (pg. 15). 
3. KNOWLEDGE OF INQUIRIES CONCERNING THE OPERATION. 

LONG neve r  h e a r d  o f  an  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  i n q u i r y ,  o r  
o f  a  massacre .  H e  w a s  n o t  q u e s t i o n e d  abou t  t h e  o p e r a t i o n ,  
no r  d i d  h e  know of  anyone t h a t  was q u e s t i o n e d  (pg.  20) . 
H e  n e v e r  h e a r d  o f  a rumor t h a t  t h e r e  had been  a  massacre  
(pg.  2 1 ) .  

4. OTHER INFORMATION. 

a .  LONG was s u r e  t h a t  a p r e v i o u s  o p e r a t i o n  which 
B/4/3 made i n  t h e  My L a i  a r e a  had been d e s i g n a t e d  a s  a 
s e a r c n  and d e s t r o y  mis s ion .  APC's had t o  e v a c u a t e  t h e  
company as a r e s u l t  o f  enemy f i r e  (pg.  16 ) . 

b .  H e  o n l y  saw one enemy body w h i l e  s e r v i n g  w i t h  
t h e  p o i n t  group (pg. 17) . 

c. The w i t n e s s  suqpec ted  t h e  B/4/3 i n t e r p r e t e r  
o f  s h o o t i n g  d e t a i n e e s  (pg. 2 2 )  . 

d .  LONG t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  he  had never  used  m a r i j u a n a  
and d i d  n o t  know s p e c i f i c a l J y  o f  anyone who d i d  (pg .  2 3 )  . 
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(The hea r ing  reconvened a t  1345 hours ,  4 February 
1970.) 

COL WILSON: The hear ing  w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  

RCDR : The fol lowing named persons a r e  p r e s e n t :  COL WIL-
SON, LTC NOLL, and MAJ THOMAS. 

The next  witness  is  M r .  Samuel E.  LONG, Jr. 

(MR LONG was c a l l e d  as a wi tness ,  was sworn, and 
' t e s t i f i e d  a s  follows :) 

Would you p lease  s t a t e  your f u l l  name, occupat ion,  
and res idence?  

A.  My f u l l  name is  Samuel E. LONG, Jr . ,  my occupation 
is--wel l ,  I ' m  unemployed a t  t h e  moment. 

RCDR : Your res idence?  

A. I l i v e  i n  Kent, Washington, 25040 2 1 s t  Avenue South, 
Kent, Washington. 

COL WILSON: M r .  LONG, have you d iscussed  t h i s  opera t ion  with 
anyone from your u n i t  p r i o r  t o  coming here? 

A. No. J u s t  with one of the  guys u p s t a i r s ,  r i g h t  
now. 

Q Who's t h a t ?  

A. XINGSBY, he ' s  here  r i g h t  now. 

Q You have d iscussed  t h e  opera t ion?  

A. Yeah, i n  a way we d id .  But, mostly,  we t a lked  
about the good times we had over  t h e r e .  

Q. What was your assignment on t h e  1 6 t h  of March 1968? 

A. I w a s  i n  Duc Pho a t  t h e  t ime. 

Q .  Doing what? 
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A. I w a s  w a i t i n g  f o r  o r d e r s  t o  go back home. 

Q You were b e i n g  processed  o u t  of  t h e  u n i t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q u Why? 

A. Ro ta t ion .  

Q = How long  had you been i n  Vietnam? 

A ,  I was ove r  t h e r e  from March of  1967 w i t h  t h e  86 th  
Engineer  B a t t a l i o n  a t  f i r s t .  Then I went t o  Hawaii.  Then, I 
went back t o  Vietnam w i t h  t h e  11 th  Brigade.  

9 . You went t o  Hawaii from a f u l l  t o u r ?  

A. I s p e n t  8 months i n  Viet.nam. A l l  I had t o  do when 
I went back w a s  t o  f i n i s h  up 4 more months. 

Q h J a t  d id  you corn back far in t h e  8 nonths?  

A ,  Well, niy b r ~ t h e rand 3 were s t a t i o n e d  r i g h t  down t h e  
s t reet  from es.ch. o the r ;  They didn't like it too w e l l ,  so--

Q (In-terposiragj  Where had you been a s s i g n e d  when 
you were with B Company? 

A. WeZP, I w a s  w i t h  Eravc Company u~ a t  LZ Upt igh t  
and LZ D o t t i e .  

Q a Which p l a toon?  

A ,  Ist Pla toon .  

Q Which squad? 

A .  P o i n t  squad.  

Q Is t h a t  a numbered squad? 
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A. Well, yes  and no. There was j u s t  four  of us i n  it. 

Q Who was t h e  squad l eader?  

A. Sergeant  TITTLE. 

LTC NOLL: When d id  you leave  country? 

A. A p r i l  17th .  

A p r i l  17th?  

A, W e l l ,  I was supposed t o  leave  Apr i l  4 th ,  bu t  some-
how o r  o t h e r ,  they l o s t  something. My orde r s ,  I reckon. 

Q- When d i d  they p u l l  you out  of t h e ' f i e l d ?  

A. 30 days p r i o r .  30 days p r i o r  t o  A p r i l  4th.  

Q* What d i d  you do? Work i n  the  company r e a r ?  

A. A t  Duc Pho, yes ,  s ir .  

COL WILSON: Whd d i d  you work f o r  t h e r e ?  
I 

, , 

A. ~ i e d t e n a n tMUNDY a t  t h a t  t ime. He was t h e  XO. 
3 :  

Q- What d i d  you do? 
: .  

A. Oh, we pu l l ed  a l i t t l e  b i t  of KP and guard on t h e  
perimeter.  

LTC NOLL: When d i d  you say you l e f t ?  

A. Apr i l  17th .  

COL WILSON: W e l l ,  according t o  my c a l c u l a t i o n s ,  you would 
have been up t h e r e  a t  Uptight  on t h e  15th  and 16th  of March. 

A. I f  I--no, s i r .  I was back a t  Duc Pho, because they 
come i n  and t o l d  me, t h e  company c l e r k  t o l d  me, and I d o n ' t  
t h ink  HOOTON was up t h e r e  a t  [ the time because he was a l l e r g i c  
t o  C-rat ons.  He was back wjth me. The company c l e r k  came3down andl t o l d  me t h a t  T A Y L O R ' ~ ~ ~h i s  f o o t  blown o f f .  
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Q Where were you then? 

A. Back a t  Duc Pho, s t i l l .  

Q. You were up a t  Duc Pho when TAYLOR had h i s  f o o t  
blown o f f ?  

A. Right. 

Q - HOOTON was wi th  you? 

A .  Yes. O r  e l s e  t h a t  was HOOTON t h a t  t o l d  me. I t ' s  
been a long time. I c a n ' t  remember. 

g o  Was HOOTON supposed t o  be l eav ing  country? 

A.  No, he j u s t  go t  assigned back t h e r e  because he was 
a l l e r g i c  t o  - C-rations . 
Q. When d i d  he go back t h e r e ?  Was he back t h e r e  be-
f o r e  you went back, o r  d i d  he go back a t  t h e  same time? 

A. Before I went back izo t h e  S t a t e s ?  

Q - N o ,  be fo re  you went back t o  Duc Pho? 

A. No, he  was i n  Duc Pho wi th  me. 

Q . Did you go back a t  t h e  same time, o r  d i d  you go 
back--

*??. c (1nterpesl.ng) NoE w e  went back at. s e p a r a t e  
t imes.  

Q e Who went back f i r s t ?  

A. I d id .  He came i n  maybe about 2 weeks a f t e r  I was 
already i n  Duc Pho. 

cl. Then he was on t h i s  opera t ion?  

A.  He might have been. A l l  I know i s  t h a t  somebody 
came i n  and t o l d  me t h a t  TAYLOR had h i s  f o o t  blown o f f .  I 
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c o u l d n ' t  remember whether it was t h e  company c l e r k  o r  HOOTON 
t h a t  t o l d  me. I asked HOOTON what he was doing back t h e r e  
because I thought  he was going on R&R o r  something. He 
t o l d  me "I 'm a l e r g i c  t o  C-rations.Ii You know, I d o n ' t  s e e  
how anybody could be a l l e r g i c  t o  C-rations because t h a t ' s  j u s t  
a form of food. But, t h a t ' s  what he was. I guess he d i d n ' t  
g~ back o u t  i n t o  t h e  f i e l d  from t h a t  & i n t  on. 

Q I h a v e n ' t  heard of anybody be ing  a l l e r g i c  t o  C-
r a t i o n s .  

A. I haven' t e i t h e r .  

Q - Who t o l d  him t h i s ?  

A. The doc to r s  over  t h e r e .  

LTC NOLL: Were you i n  t h e  f i e l d  when MILUS was k i l l e d ?  

A- No, sir. 

COL WILSON:  Where i s  HOOTON, do you know? 

A. Where i s  HOOTON r i g h t  now? 

Q =  Yes. 

A. I wouldn ' t  know, sir .  I havenst seen  him s i n c e  I 
l e f t .  I haven ' t  even heard from him. 

Q What kind of an engineer  unit--wnere were you
s t a t i o n e d ?  

A. 86th Engineer B a t t a l i o n ,  Headquarters and Headquar-
ters Company. 

LTC NOLL: 86th Engineer B a t t a l i o n ,  Head and Head? 

Do you know Terry REID?  

A. Yes, I know him p r e t t y  w e l l .  I h a v e n ' t  seen him 
i n  a long t i m e .  We used t o  crack a few jokes t o g e t h e r  a l o t  
when we were over  t h e r e .  ~ i mand Walter J O N E S  hung around 
p r e t t y  gooa. I j u s t  found ou t  today t h a t  Walter JONES was h u r t  
over t h e r e  from a Claymore mine, o r  something l i k e  t h a t  and, 
about h i s  e a r  drums, o r  something l i k e  t h a t .  
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COL WILSON: Who w a s  your p la toon l e a d e r  when you l e f t  the  
1st Platoon? 

A .  Second Lieutenant  WILLINGHAM. 

LTC NOLL: Do you know how long he had been t h e r e ?  

A. How long had Lieutenant  WILLINGHAM been t h e r e ?  

Q .  Y e s ,  when you l e f t  t h e  platoon? 

A. He was wi th  us f o r  about a month and a h a l f  before  
I l e f t .  He took over about a week and a h a l f  a f t e r  Lieuten-
a n t  SPRAGGINS got  h i t  i n  t h e  l e g .  

(MR WALSH joined t h e  hear ing . )  

COL WILSON: Let me ask you be fo re  we go any f u r t h e r .  Did 
you have a chance t o  read  t h e  m a t e r i a l  t h a t  was passed o u t  
t o . y o u  (Exhibi t  M-81)? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q Do you understand w h a t  t h i s  in terv iew team i s ?  

A. yes ,  s i r .  

Q - P a r t  of the Peers  Inquiry.  And, you understand 
how we ' re  going t o  proceed? 

(Witness nodded i n  t h e  af f i rma t ive  .) 

(Colonel WILSON o r i e n t e d  M r .  WALSH on t h e  m a t e r i a l  
covered p r i o r  t o  h i s  jo in ing  t h e  hear ing . )  

Well, l e t  m e  proceed with some ques t ions  he re ,  M r .  
LONG, s i n c e  you have come a l l  t h i s  d i s t a n c e ,  although we had 
hoped t h a t  you had been i n  t h e  o b j e c t i v e  a r e a  dur ing  t h i s  op-
e r a t i o n .  

A,  I probably wish I would have been t h e r e  myself. 
I go t  bored s i t t i n g  back t h e r e .  

Q Well, somebody e l s e  has t o  be i n  t h e  r e a r .  Do you 
r e c a l l  previous opera t ions  with t h e  po in t  group? 
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A .  Y e s ,  sir .  

Q I n  t h i s  a r e a ?  

A. I n  t h e  My L a i , ,  y e s ,  s ir .  

Q - Now, I am i n t e r e s t e d  i n  how you a l l  opera ted .  There 
were f o u r  of you, i s  t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q- And, you worked i n  t h e  p o i n t  group t h a t  preceded
t h e  p la toon?  

A. Right ,  s i r .  

Q- Did you eve r  work wi th  another  p l a toon  i n  t h e  
p o i n t ?  

A. No. 

Q Preceding t h e  company? 

A. No, s ir .  

Q- J u s t  when t h e  p la toon  was making the approach? 

Were you a l l  armed wi th  M-16's? 

A .  Right ,  sir.  

Q A l l  r i g h t .  D i d  you c a r r y  any a i f f e r e n t  munitions 
load  than  t h e  rest  of t h e  company? 

A. no, sir.  

Q. I mean a l l  t h e  people i n  t h e  p o i n t ?  

A. Right ,  sir.  A 1 1  of  us a l l  c a r r i e d  t h e  same th ing .  

a - How many £rag grenades d i d  you c a r r y ?  

A. I c a r r i e d  fou r .  

Q e  Did you c a r r y  any t e a r  gas  grenades? . 

A : No, TAYLOR c a r r i e d  some of  those .  
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TAYLOR c a r r i e d  some? 

A. Right,  sir. 

Q. Was t h i s  CS, or was it t e a r  gas ,  o r  w a s  it t h e  s t u f f  
that makes you s i c k ,  CN? 

A. No, it was the s t u f f  that made you cry a l o t .  W e  
t h r e w  one down a tunne l  once. They d i d n ' t  all c l e a r  out .  W e  
went down i n  me tunnel..  Things j u s t  weren' t  the same when we 
came back out. Couldn't  even see s t r a i g h t ,  

9. D i d  you get s i c k  t o  your stomach? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. SQ, TAYLOR c a r r i e d  about  three o f r t h e  grenades of 
the CN? 

A Right ,  sir. I th ink  TAYLOR and HOOTON both d i d  at 
t h a t  time. Off and on, they would switch off and qn. 

Q. Now, you c a r r i e d  f r a g  grenades,  d id  you say? 

A. Right,  sir. 

Q. The rest of them c a r r i e d  f r a g  grenades? 

A. Right,  sir. 

Q A l l  r i g h t ,  how about demoli t ions.  How much demoli-
t i o n s  d id  you ca r ry?  

Q .  
\ 

Y e s .  

A. W e l l ,  TAYLOR used t o  cakry about 2 pounds of C4. 
TAYLOR would ca r ry  a couple--I mean HOOTON would c a r r y  some 
too ,  about 2 pounds of C4 i n  l i t t l e  black cans l i k e  so. ( in-
d i c a t i n g )  That was about a l l .  

d- Did you c a r r y  any TNT a t  a l l ?  

A, Y e s ,  some TNT. W e  hardly--very seldom used it. 
> 

Q'. D i d  you have any t r oub l e  g e t t i n g  C4? 
L 
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A. No, sir.  

Q - You had b l a s t i n g  caps?  

A. - Righ t ,  sir.  

Q. Did you use grenade p i n s ?  

A. B l a s t i n g  caps .  

Q What d i d  you use ,  t ime  f u s e ?  

A. No, sir. I t  was up a t  LZ u p t i g h t .  I asked an 
o f f i c e r  long  b e f o r e  we came w i t h  some Vietnamese o u t f i t .  They 
had l e f t  a bunch of  Claymore mines behind.  

Q- Y e s .  

A. The C 4  w a s  gone o u t  o f  them, b u t  t h e y  had l e f t  t h e  
c a b l e s  and b l a s t i n g  caps  s t i l l  i n  them. So, w e  j u s t  took t h o s e  
o u t  and used t h o s e  a s  o u r  b l a s t i n g  caps .  

Q- You i n s e r t e d  t h o s e  nn t h e  C4? 

A. Righ t ,  s i r .  

Q - Was t h i s  a t imed r e l e a s e ,  o r  a t imed- t r i gge r  mech-
anism? 

A. NO, sir .  Soon a s  w e  p u l l  tha t - -

Q- ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  A s  soon a s  you p u l l e a  t h a t  p i n ,
it would d e t o n a t e ?  

A. I t  would de tona te .  Sometimes we would j u s t  t a k e  
the f u s e  i t s e l f .  I d o n ' t  know how TAYLOR d i d  i t .  He knew what 
he w a s  do ing ,  I guess .  But he would somehow hook a fu se  up t o  
it. A f t e r  c u t t i n g  t h e  w i r e ,  h e  would hook a f u s e  t o  it. ~ i k e ,  
w e  had some b o ~ bt h a t  was dropped from a p l ane .  I t  h a d n ' t  gone 
o f f .  W e  r a n  a c r o s s  it. W e  j u s t  t i e d  about  f o u r  s t i c k s  t o  t h e  
bomb. He used a f u s e ,  and he  lit it. Everybody j u s t  d i s -
appeared f o r  a wh i l e  u n t i l  it went o f f .  Otherwise w e  j u s t  used 
r e g u l a r  d e t o n a t o r s  on them because  w e  never  r a n  a c r o s s  any-
t h i n g  t h a t  b i g .  

a- A l l  r i g h t .  Then what was t h e  t o t a l  amount of ex-
p l o s i v e s  t h a t  w a s  c a r r i e d  by t h e  p o i n t  group? 
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A. &out 6 pounds. 

Q. S i x  pounds? And how many grenades,  t o t a l  number 
of grenades d i d  you ca r ry?  

A. Hand grenades? 

Q. ' Yes. 

A. Well, I had f o u r ,  TITTLE had about four .  HOOTON and 
TAYLOR c a r r i e d  about two, because each one would c a r r y  about 
two CS grenades.  

Q. A l l  r i g h t .  Now, i n  t h e  p o i n t  group when you were 
moving ahead of the  platoon and you were moving say i n t o  a 
v i l l a g e ,  what procedures d i d  you use? Did you break down i n t o  
p a i r s  o r  d i d  you s t a y  toge the r  a s  four  people? 

A.  We s tayed toge the r  a s  four  people. 

Q. You covered each o t h e r  a s  you moved through? 

Right ,  sir.  

Q. Well, what procedure d i d  you use t o  search o u t  
hootches? 

A.  Well, f i r s t  it was y e l l  i n t o  them t o  see  i f  any-
body was i n  t h e r e .  

Q What di'd you y e l l ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know. We'd s t a r t  screaming a t  them o r  some-
th ing .  

Q. I n  English? 

A .  Yes. None of us  knew any Vietnamese. This was bound 
t o  shake them up a t  l e a s t  t o  make them look o u t ,  you know, o r  
something. .Then one of us would s t i c k  our head i n  and see  i f  
anybody w a s  i n  t h e r e .  And, i f  nobody was i n  t h e r e ,  we j u s t  
usual ly  would go and search  someplace e l s e .  I f  we d i d n ' t  
f i n d  anything we j u s t  moved o u t .  Usually we'd f i n d  a l o t  of 
dried-up r i c e  i n  a l o t  of these  p laces .  Sometimes we even 
found--we asked--we went down i n  t h i s  one tunnel .  We asked the  
v i l l a g e r s  before  we even went down t h e r e  i f  t h e r e  was any VC 
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around. They k e p t  on say ing  "no, no,  none whatsoever . "  We 
went down one o f  t h e s e  t u n n e l s .  W e  found food t h a t  was s t i l l  
w a r m .  And, y e t  t h e r e  was no one around. So, we came back up. 
W e  p re tended  l i k e  w e  w e r e  p u l l i n g  o u t .  They dropped about f o u r  
o r  f i v e  of us behind.  W e  p a i r e d  o f f  and were going t o  go 
back and t a k e  cover  around t h e  v i l l a g e  a r e a  t o  watch t o  see 
who came back,  you know. Even tau l ly ,  I guess ,  t h e r e  w a s  a 
new s e r g e a n t ,  s e r g e a n t  E-6, i n  t h e  3d P la toon- - th i rd  squad 
was w i t h  us t h a t  day. Anyway, h e  caught  t h r e e  of  them coming 
back i n  loaded w i t h  t h e i r  weapons and t h e  whole works. I 
guess  he  s h o t  one o f  them, A t  t h e  same t ime he was shoo t ing ,  
he threw two grenades .  I d o n ' t  know how h e  d i d  i t ,  b u t  he 
d i d  it. And, w e l l ,  he  only  h i t  one o f  them w i t h  it. I guess  
he h i t  him r i g h t  above t h e  l i p  and mouth. I guess  he r a n  
about  f i f t y  y a r d s  b e f o r e  he  f e l l .  HOOTON and I j u s t  decided 
t o  fo l low t h e  blood t r a c k s ,  you know, and found him. We took 
h i s  p i s t o l  b e l t .  H e  had about  s i x  g renades  on him, can teen ,  
and a k n i f e .  I guess t h e  o t h e r  two t h a t  were w i t h  him grabbed 
h i s  weapon and run  o f f  w i t h  it. T h a t ' s  a l l  t h a t  from them, 
j u s t  t h a t .  

Q- W e l l ,  now, when you sea rched  t h e  hootch o u t  I un-
d e r s t a n d  you moved on to  t h e  n e x t  one.  What about  the--I 'm 
n o t  t a l k i n g  about  t h e  t u n n e l s  now--what about  t h e  s h e l t e r s  
down t h e r e  t h a t  t hey  used to--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I n s i d e  t h e  hootch i t s e l f ?  
b 

Q- I f  t h e r e ' s  one i n s i d e  t h e  hootch i t s e l f ?  I f  t h e r e ' s  
one i n s i d e  o r  one o u t s i d e ,  which e v e r  p l a c e  it may be? 

A.  W e l l ,  u s u a l l y  we'd t a k e  a g r a p p l i n g  hook, o r  some-
t h i n g  and it w a s  j u s t  covered up w i t h  wood. We'd j u s t  t a k e  a 
g r a p p l i n g  hook and s t a n d  o u t s i d e  and p u l l e d  t h e  t h i n g  o f f ,  i n  
case ~ t ' sbooby t rapped .  

Q A t  t h e  t o p  o f  t h e  bunker? A r e  you t a l k i n g  a b o u t . t h e  
t o p  of  t h e  .%bunker?  

A.. No, i n s i d e  t h e  hootch i t s e l f .  They g o t  a h o l e  
t h e r e  t h a t  t h e y  used t o  c rawl  i n t o ,  see. 

Q Y e s .  
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A. They u s u a l l y  have wood o r  a bed o v e r  it o r  something 
l i k e  t h a t .  W e  u s u a l l y  used a g r a p p l i n g  hook o r  something l i k e  
t h a t  and j u s t  p u l l  it o f f .  I f  no th ing  happened, one of  us 
would go i n s i d e  and peek and s e e  i f  any th ing  was i n  t h e r e  down 
i n  t h e r e ,  you know. They'd u s u a l l y  send one o f  us down i n  
t h e r e  t o  s e e  i f  w e  cou ld  f i n d  any th ing ,  t h a t ' s  when w e  ' d  use  
our  C4  o r  TNT t h a t  we g o t ,  and j u s t  cave it a l l  down i n s i d e  
t h e r e .  I t  a l l  depended what w e  g o t  down t h e r e .  

Q* Who c a r r i e d  t h e  g r a p p l i n g  hook? 

A.  : TITTLE. I t  was j u s t  a , s m a l l  one. 

Q With a  rope  on i t ?  

A. Right .  

Q* A l l  f o u r  p u l l e d ?  

A. No, j u s t  one p u l l e d .  

Q +  J u s t  one p u l l e d ?  W e l l ,  now I thought  t hey  had a 
l i t t l e  more d i r t  on t o p  of  t h e s e  t h i n g s  t han  t h a t ?  

A. Not o u t s i d e  t h e  hootches .  I f  we moved i n t o  a 
v i l l a g e ,  a h e l i c o p t e r  would b r i n g  us i n .  Usual ly  we'd c a t c h  
t h e s e  people  unprepared f o r  it. So,  t hen  they  g o t  t i m e  t o  
r e a l l y  cover  up anyth ing  by t h e  t ime we g o t  t h e r e .  

Q- I ' m  t a l k i n g  about  a bunker now. , 

A. Oh, a bunker.  

Q- A s h e l t e r  bunker.  

A. A s h e l t e r  bunker?  

Q. Y e s .  

A. The way we'd go about  t h a t  i s  u s u a l l y  we ' d  look a t  
t h e  e n t r a n c e  t o  it from a d i s t a n c e .  Usually we 'd  s e e  i f  it 
was a hollow mound of  some s o r t .  We would s lowly  move a long  
s i d e  it o r  something l i k e  t h a t .  I f  i t  looked l i . k e  an enemy 
bunker we'd t o s s  a grenade i n  it f i r s t  b e f o r e  doing any th ing  
e l s e .  T h a t ' s  about  it. Then a f t e r  t h e  grenade went o f f ,  we 'd  
go i n s i d e  and sea rch .  

Q How could you t e l l  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  between an enemy 
bunker and a fami ly  bunker?  
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A. W e l l ,  an enemy bunker  u s u a l l y  ha s  two e x i t s  t o  it, 
which w e  have found o u t  from o u r  t r a i n i n g  when w e  f i r s t  g o t  
o v e r  there--an enemy bunker u s u a l l y  h a s  two e x i t s  t o  i t .  W e  
always--sometimes w e  would t o s s  a smoke grenade i n  t h e r e  f i r s t  
t o  f i n d  o u t  i f  it r e a l l y  i s  an  enemy bunker  o r  n o t  by where t h e  
smoke comes o u t  t h e  o t h e r  end.  Which w e  found a l o t  of  them 
t h a t  way. W e  even found one o f  them i n  a hay s t a c k  once.  W e  
t o s s e d  a smoke grenade i n  t h e r e  and covered  it up w i t h  hay 
a g a i n  and smoke came up on t h e  s i d e  o f  a h i l l  somewhere. 

Q. I t  sounds l i k e  a t u n n e l ?  

A. Y e s ,  w e l l - -

Q ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Tunnel o r  bunker .  You a l l  t a l k  
about  them t h e  same way? 

A .  Y e s ,  abou t  t h e  same way. 

Q e  W e l l ,  d i d  you t r y  t o  g e t  anybody o u t  o f  t h e  bun-
k e r s  b e f o r e  you blow them? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  I f  w e  d i d n ' t  f i n d  any th ing  w e  sometimes 
d i d n ' t  blow them up. 

Q. T h a t  was my n e x t  q u e s t i o n .  Based on t h e  amount o f  
d e m o l i t i o n s  you had ,  how many bunkers  do you f i g u r e  you w e r e  
go ing  t o  d e s t r o y ?  

A. Usua l ly  about--maybe n o t  t h e  bunke r s ,  maybe j u s t  
t h e  t u n n e l s .  T h a t ' s  t h e  one t h i n g  t h a t  L i e u t e n a n t  SPRAGGINS 
t o l d  us when w e  w e r e  go ing  i n  was t h a t  w e  w e r e  go ing  i n  t h e r e  
f o r  t h e  t u n n e l s .  T h a t ' s  why w e  c a r r i e d  a l o t  o f  TNT w i t h  us 
i s  t o  blow up t h e  t u n n e l s  t h a t  w e  found.  

Q- You d i d n ' t  have much? 

A. W e  n eve r  d i d  f i n d  any r e a l  l a r g e c o m p l e x .
Sometimes u s u a l l y  a  grenade i n  t h e  s i d e  o f  a w a l l  would do 
t h e  job.  T h a t ' s  what I d i d  once.  I j u s t  used a  grenade.  
I used t o  g e t  a bunch of l o o s e  d i r t  a round t h e  s i d e s ,  p u t  
t h e  g renade  i n  t h e r e ,  p u t  c o t t o n  i n  my ears, p u l l  t h e  p i n ,  and 
r u n  o f f  i n t o  a c o r n e r  o r  someplace i n  a t u n n e l  o r  someplace 
and l e t  it blow. The o n l y  t h i n g  t h a t  w o r r i e d  m e  was whether  
t h e  t h i n g  would come down o r  n o t  on m e .  Usua l ly  it s t o o d  up 
p r e t t y  good. 
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Q. Did you e v e r  t a k e  any demol i t ion  t r a i n i n g ?  

A. No, sir.  

Q. Anybody i n  t h a t  group e v e r  t a k e  any demol i t i on  
t r a i n i n g ?  

A. I t h i n k  TAYLOR d i d .  

Q Where? 

A. I do n o t  know, sir. 
4 

Q- Of your  t i m e  s e r v i n g  w i t h  t h i s  p o i n t  group, how 
long  d i d  you work w i t h  them? 

A. I worked w i t h  them about  2 months. The l a s t  2 
months I w a s  t h e r e .  

Q A s  a r u l e ,  ~f you went i n t o  a v i l l a g e  and t h e r e  w e r e ,  
say  20 bunkers  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  about  how many of  t h o s e  d i d  
you sea rch?  

A. With a l l  o f  t h e  company h e l p i n g  us ,  we sea rched  
a l l  of them. Every one t h a t  w e  could f i n d .  Everytime w e  
went i n t o  one a small v i l l a g e ,  we seemed t o  spend more t i m e  
there than  i n  a l a r g e  one,  f o r  some reason .  One t ime w e  went 
t o  one v i l l a g e  and s p e n t  a lmost  a l l  day i n  t h e r e .  I mean, I 
think--what w a s  h i s  name? H e  was w i t h  MILUS and MADISON wi th  
t h e  machinegun. Anyway, he found a cacne of  M-60 mortar  rounds 
and rocke t s  and a l l  t h a t  one t ime i n  one v i l l a g e  j u s t - - r i g h t  
down from LZ D o t t i e ,  n o t  t o o  f a r  from there. 

Q. W e l l ,  a r e  you t a l k i n g  about  normal o p e r a t i o n s  when 
you were s e a r c h i n g  t h e s e  bunkers?  Have you,  w h i l e  you w e r e  
t h e r e ,  exper ienced  a s i t u a t i o n  where you were moving i n t o  a 
v i l l a g e  -and were f i r e d  upon, and you r e t u r n e d  f i r e  t o  t h a t  
v i l l a g e ,  and then  sea rched  o u t  t h e s e  bunkers?  Was t h e r e  any 
d i f f e r e n c e  i n  procedure?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q- What w a s  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e ?  
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A. W e l l ,  it depends how much--usually it depends how 
much f i r e .  I f  we j u s t  Lear  a l i t t l e  s h o t  o r  something l i k e  
t h a t  we won ' t  go through t e a r i n g  up t h e  p l a c e  o r  any th ing  l i k e  
t h a t .  Usua l ly  t h e  v i l l a g e r s  themselves ,  u s u a l l y  i f  t h e r e ' s  
any VC i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  i t s e l f ,  t hey  won ' t  be i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  
f o r  some reason .  You may h e a r  a couple  s h o t s  and you go through 
and tear  t h e  v i l l a g e  a p a r t .  You won' t f i n d  anybody i n  t h e r e  
f o r  some reason .  T h a t ' s  j u s t  t h e  way they  a r e .  I f  you went 
through one v i l l a g e  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  nobody a t  a l l  i n  t h e r e .  
W e  walked a l i t t l e  ways down t h e  road.  T h a t ' s  when w e  g o t  
p inned down f o r  about  two and a h a l f  hou r s .  But,  t h e r e  was 
no one around. 

Q From t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Y e s ,  no one from t h e  v i l l a g e  a t  a l l .  

Q I n  t h e  e v e n t  t h a t  you w o u l d ' r e c e i v e  f i r e  l i k e  t h a t ,  
. what procedure  d i d  you use  t o  s e a r c h  o u t  t h o s e  bunkers  t hen?  

A. More c a u t i o n  than  we e v e r  would b e f o r e .  I t ' s  s t i l l  
about  t h e  same procedure  though, t h a t  we always used.  

Q W a s  it normal t o  throw £ rag  grenades  i n  t h e s e  bun-
k e r s ,  o r  t o  throw C 4  i n  t h e r e ?  

A. Sometimes we'd throw C4 i n  t h e r e .  

Q- Why d i d  you do t h a t ?  

A. I t h i n k  it made a b i g g e r  b l a s t  f o r  one. I t h i n k  
i t ' s  more d e s t r u c t i v e  and has  more concussion than  TNT h a s .  
A t  l e a s t  t h a t ' s  what--I d i d n ' t  know t h a t  much about  it, b u t  
t h a t ' s  what TAYLOR says .  T h a t ' s  why he  c a r r l e d  more C 4  t han  
he d i d  TNT. 

Q I t  made a b i g g e r  b l a s t  f o r  what purpose? 

A.. Des t roy ing  t h e  bunker ,  o r  t u n n e l .  Whatever we 
used it f o r .  

Q How much e a r t h  cover  d i d  t h e s e  bunkers  have? 

A. On t h e  i n s i d e  t o  us--on t h e  o u t s i d e  they  had q u i t e  
a b i t ,  b u t  i n s i d e ,  they  looked k i n d  of t h i n .  H e  had a gre-
nade. You t o s s  i n  t h e  grenade.  The grenade won ' t  blow it 
a p a r t .  T h a t ' s  why we used C 4 .  I t  d i d  a p r e t t y  good job on it. 
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Q. Anybody ever  gd i n  t h e r e  and pu t  t h e  explos ives  on 
the  t imbers t h a t  hold up t h e  d i r t ?  

A. No, sir .  

Q Have you ever  been on a search and des t roy  mission 
with B Company? 

A. Right,  s ir .  When we went on t h i s  search  and de-
s t r o y  mission we--well, we weren ' t  supposed t o  go on any pa-
t r o l  a t  a l l ,  bu t  they s a i d  t h e r e  was a VC b a t t a l i o n  t h a t  had 
been loca ted  i n  t h e  My Lai a rea .  We l e f t  on t r u c k s  and APC's 
t h a t  n ight .  There was supposed t o  be an ARVN, mechanized ARVN 
i n f a n t r y  u n i t  backing us up. We got  pinned down o u t  t h e r e ,  
a c t u a l l y  r an  i n t o  them t h e  next  day. We c o u l d n ' t  g e t  any a i r  
support  i n  because it was overcas t  t h a t  day and r a i n i n g .  A l l  
we had was a r t i l l e r y  pounding t h e  v i l l a g e  o u t  f o r  a while.  I 
guess,  we s t i l l  c o u l d n ' t  move anywhere, because they d i d n ' t  
seem t o  move. They s t i l l  had us down t h e r e .  We were wa i t ing  
fox t h a t  mechanized armored cav u n i t  t o  come i n  t h e r e  and p u l l  
us o u t ,  bu t  they d i d n ' t  show up. We had t o  c a l l  i n  about s i x  
APC's of our own. They l o s t  maybe four  men off i n  t h e  tanks 
coming i n  t o  g e t  us ou t .  Our platoon d i d n ' t  loose  anybody. 
I th ink  t h e  2d o r  3d Platoon t h a t  was o u t  t h e r e  wi th  us l o s t  
two men. They l o s t  t h e i r  platoon l eader  who was s h o t  i n  t h e  
back. One of the  o t h e r  guys was sho t  i n  t h e  l e g .  That day 
t h e r e  MILUS and MADISON go t  t h e  Bronze S t a r .  There w a s  a 
medic i n  t h a t  o t h e r  p la toon go t  a Bronze S t a r  f o r  it. Even-
t u a l l y  he g o t  a S i l v e r  S t a r  a few days l a t e r .  

Q. Medic? 

A .  Medic. ( 

Q. That was a search  and des t roy  mission. Do you
remember t h a t  c l e a r l y ?  

A. Right sir. T h a t ' s  what they t o l d  us before  we l e f t .  
W e  were going out  on a search  and destroy mission. To go 
through a v i l l a g e  searching and destroying--search and des t roy  
operat ion.  

Q - Did you burn t h e  v i l l a g e s  a t  t h a t  time? 
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A. NO, s i r .  

Q- Why? 

A. W e  3&dn' t have t o .  The a r t i l l e r y  d i d  it f o r  us .  

Q* What do you mean? 

A .  W e l l ,  when we went up t o  t h i s  v i l l a g e  w i t h  them i n  
it$ they  opened up on us.  W e  c o u l d n ' t  go any f u r t h e r .  

Q. Y e s .  

A. So, I b e l i e v e  it was Captain  MICHLES c a l l e d  i n  f o r  
a i r  ' s u p p o r t  and w e  d i d n ' t  g e t  any. So, t h e n  w e  c a l l e d  i n  f o r  
a r t i l l e r y  t h a t  D o t t i e  gave us .  They j u s t  tore t h e  v i l l a g e  
a p a r t .  

Q. How do you i n  t h e  p o i n t  u s u a l l y  r e p o r t  a  body count?  

A. Do you mean t h e  enemy? 

Q. Y e s .  

A. W e  neve r  have. 

Q. Never have? Nobody e v e r  asked f o r  i t ?  

A. No, s i r ,  w e  never  d i d  see any b o d i e s .  

Q. Why? 

A. I guess  w e  never g o t  t h a t  c l o s e  t o  s e e  any of them. 

Q a  How about  t h i s  f e l l o w  t h a t  you found when you f o l -  
lowed t h e  b lood  t r a i l s ?  

A. H e  w a s  t h e  on ly  one t h a t  I know o f .  That  was t h e  
one. W e  j u s t  had one. Tha t  w a s n ' t  t h e  p o i n t  squad t h a t  found 
him. 

Q- I t  w a s n ' t ?  Who found him? 

A. The s e r g e a n t  s h o t  him. He h o l l e r e d  f o r  HOOTON and 
I t o  fol low him a f t e r  he  took o f f  running .  We fol lowed him. 
You might s ay  t h e  p o i n t  squad found him, b u t  t h e r e  wasn' t--  

* 
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Q ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )Was t h i s  guy k i l l e d ?  

A: Y e s ,  he w a s  dead. That was t h e  only VC body t h a t  
we had evex seen .  Enemy, I only saw one. 

Q W e l l ,  how d i d  you r e p o r t  t h e  o t h e r  bodies? 

A. Never d i d  s e e  any o t h e r  bodies .  

Q. W e l l ,  how d id  you r e p o r t  t h i s  one fel low t h a t  you
found? 

A. I d i d n ' t .  The se rgean t  repor ted  it. A l l  we d i d  
was t e l l  him t h a t  he was here .  We drug him ou t .  

Q TAYLOR? 

A. No, it w a s  HOOTON and I drug him ou t .  

Q Yes, b u t  what se rgean t  a r e  you t a l k i n g  about? 

A. I d o n ' t  know. He was t h e  squad l e a d e r  f o r  t h e  
t h i r d  squad. 

Q- Oh, h e ' s  t h e  one t h a t  s e t  up t h e  ambush then? 

A. Yes, h e ' s  t h e  one t h a t  s e t  up t h e  ambush. 

Q- You a l l  never d id  r e p o r t  body count? 

A. Not as  f a r  as  I r e c o l l e c t ,  I never have. 

MR WALSH: Who was your replacement? 

A. I r e a l l y  d o n ' t  know. I wasn ' t  t h e r e  when he came 
i n .  They were g e t t i n g  replacements a l l  t h e  time f o r  d i f f e r e n t  
people. Even though we d i d n ' t  need them, we s t i l l  g o t  them. 

Q- YOU d o n ' t  know who worked with t h e  p o i n t  team a f t e r  
you l e f t ?  

A. Three of them s tayed  toge the r .  
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Q There  w a s n ' t  a p o i n t  team a f t e r  t h a t ?  

A. No. HOOTON came back. I t h i n k  they  a s s igned  
somebody else. I wouldn ' t  know who it was, when HOOTON came 
i n .  Anyways, a f t e r  t h a t  it only  l e f t  two. I t h i n k  they  added 

, a  couple  more i n t o  t h a t  l a t e r  on, b u t  I wou ldn ' t  know. I 
' w a s n ' t  t h e r e  when they  d i d  it. 

Q- Do you know where HOOTON i s  now? 

' A. No, I d o n ' t .  I h a v e n ' t  s een  him s i n c e  I l e f t .  

Q.  Did you run i n t o  Ter ry  R E I D  a f t e r  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A .  No, I h a v e n ' t .  Never d i d .  

Q *  I mean i n  Vietnam? 

A. Oh, yeah,  a f t e r  t h a t  o p e r a t i o n .  I t h i n k  about  
t h e  middle o f  March, on t h e  2 1 s t ,  22nd of March. I went back 
up t o  LZ D o t t i e  where t h e  company was a t  because they  had my 
medical  r e c o r d s  up t h e r e .  I was t o l d  t o  go and g e t  them. 
T h a t ' s  t h e  on ly  t ime I m e t  him. I s p e n t  t h e  n i g h t  up t h e r e  
w i t h  him. H i m  and R E I D ,  and,  l e t ' s  see, who e l s e  was t h e r e ?  
Walter  JONES. I s t a y e d  r i g h t  t h e r e  i n  t h e  bunker t h a t  n i g h t .  

Q Was t h e r e  any d i s c u s s i o n  about  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. None, whatsoever.  Half t h e  t i m e  when we went o u t  
on an o p e r a t i o n  o r  any th ing  l i k e  t h a t ,  w e  were never  t o l d  
t h e r e  w a s  an o p e r a t i o n .  Nobody e v e r  knew of  an o p e r a t i o n  
when I went o u t .  They never  t o l d  us anyth ing .  W e  j u s t  went,  
you know, l i k e  what w e  were t o l d .  

Q Do you remember who t h e  medic was f o r  t h e  f i r s t  
p l a toon?  

A .  No, t h a t ' s  what I ' v e  been t r y i n g  t o  remember. H e  
was a n i c e  guy, t oo .  H e  made E-5 j u s t  b e f o r e  I l e f t .  The 
only medic I remember w a s  SWEENEY. 

Q I beg your  pardon? 
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A. SWEENEY, was t h e  only medic I remember. I t h i n k  
he was t h e  company medic. Otherwise I c a n ' t  remember any. 
I even looked on t h e  r o s t e r  he re  t o  s e e  i f  I could recognize 
t h e  name i f  I run across  it. 

Q. Walter JONES was i n  t h e  1st Platoon? 

A. He was a t  f i r s t ,  b u t  he got--I guess some of t h e  
o t h e r  p la toons  were needing some men, squad l e a d e r s ,  and he 
went over t o  one of t h e  o t h e r  p la toons  and took over  one of 
t h e  squads. 

COL WILSON: Did you have any knowledge of an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
o r  an  inqu i ry  going on on t h i s  opera t ion  p r i o r  t o  the  time 
you l e f t  Vietnam? 

A .  No, I d i d n ' t  even know t h a t  a massacre o r  anything 
had taken p lace .  I thought it had j u s t  r e c e n t l y  taken p l a c e ,  
because,  I d i d n ' t  hea r  anything about it, u n t i l  j u s t  n o t  too  
long ago. 

Q- Did you know a man named SILVA? 

A. SILVA? Yes, he was our medic. I f o r g e t  what h i s  
f i r s t  name was. Yes, we gave him t h e  nickname of "Tiny" be-
cause he was s o  sma'li, you know, chubby. Eie was a good medic, 
too .  

Q You d o n ' t  know what h i s  f i r s t  name was? 

A. No, I d o n ' t .  

Q- Were you, o r  anyone t h a t  you know, eve r  quest ioned 
on t h i s  opera t ion?  

A .  That I know? 

Q Yeah. 

A .  No one I know. 

Q- Nobody ever  quest ioned you? 

A.  No. 
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Q. Did you ever  hea r  any rumors t h a t  c i v i l i a n s  had 
been k i l l e d  unnecessar i ly  by e i t h e r  C/1/20, o r  B/4/3 on t h e  
16th of March? 

A. No, j u s t  what I heard on t h e  r a d i o  r e p o r t s .  I 
d i d n ' t  know t h a t  we were involved i n  it a t  a l l .  

Q. What r a d i o  r e p o r t s ?  

A. Radio and t e l e v i s i o n  newscasts on t h e  My Lai mass-
a c r e  and what took p lace .  They never give a d a t e  when it 
d i d  t ake  p lace ,  s o  I always thought t h a t  it had taken place--

Q b  (interposing) You're t a l k i n g  about back i n  Vietnam, 
o r  here  i n  t h e  S t a t e s ?  

A. In Vietnam. OH, you mean--I mean s i n c e  I been 
back h e r e  i n  t h e  S t a t e s .  

Q =  I'm t a l k i n g  about when you were i n  Vietnam. 

A. NO, I never heard anything about it. 

Q. I mean rumors, no t  p r e s s  r e l e a s e s .  

A. No, t h e r e  was no rumors a t  a l l  about it. 

Q Nobody ever  s a i d  anything about t h a t  opera t ion?  

A. No one s a i d  nothing t o  us about it. 

Q. Nobody was ever  t a l k i n g  about it back i n  Duc Pho? 
D i d  you eve r  s e e  any fellows from C Company back t h e r e ?  

Q - No, 1/20? 

A. No, I never d i d  s e e  anyone. 

Q- P a r t  of Task Force Barker. 

A. NO, I never saw any of them. Only once when I saw 
them and t h a t  was one opera t ion  o u t  t h e r e .  They came i n  and 
took our p lace  and we l e f t .  
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Q. Did you e v e r  s e e  any of those m i l i t a r y  i n t e l l i -
gence people back t h e r e ?  M I  type? 

A. No, I never saw any of these .  The only ones I 
saw were--who looked s t r a n g e  t o  me, was t h e  Vietnamese i n t e r -
p r e t e r  we had wi th  us--who went along with us.  

Q. Who was t h a t ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know .h is  name. He was a Vietnamese, South 
Vietnamese, b u t ,  I d i d n ' t  know h i s  name. 

Q. How o f t e n  d i d  he go? 

A. He went out - -a l l  depends on what kind of opera t ion  
it was. H e  knew when we were going i n t o  a v i l l a g e  then he 
would come along with us. Like we had an a s s a u l t  on one v i l l -
age. I th ink  i f  t h e r e  was any shoot ing going on, he d i d  it. 
H e  r ipped t h e  h e l l  ou t  of a couple of people t h e r e .  I guess 
one guy t r i e d  t o  g e t  away from him once, you know, and--

Q- ( In te rpos ing)  Was he  an ARVN s o l d i e r ?  

A. Right.  He spoke b e t t e r  English than  I d id  when he 
spoke. 

Q. He d i d n ' t  speak very o f t e n ?  

A. No, I hardly  ever  saw him. He was always up with 
t h e  cap ta in ,  o r  something l i k e  t h a t .  I never d id  s e e  him. 

Q How long was he with t h e  u n i t ?  

A.  I wouldn 't know. 

Q. Was he with t h e  u n i t  when you l e f t ?  

A.  Off and on, yes .  

Q- How about marijuana. Was t h e r e  any problem with 
marijuana i n  B Company? 

A. Any t r o u b l e  wi th  i t ?  

Q Yes. Trouble o r  problem, e i t h e r .  
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A. You mean g e t t i n g  i t ?  

Q *  1 mean b i h g  it. 

A. There was no t r o u b l e  g e t t i n g  it. But, I never 
d i d  use it. 

Q - What about anybody e l s e ?  

A. I wouldn't  know. I ' v e  never come ac ross  it. We've 
had it t h e r e  with us.  A l o t  of  t imes we j u s t  s i t  t h e r e  and 
look a t  it. 

Q - What d i d  you look a t  it f o r ?  

A. I j u s t  wasn ' t  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  it. I have never taken 
dope i n  my l i f e ,  so--

Q- ( In te rpos ing)  How about anybody i n  t h e  po in t  group,
d id  they use t h a t  s t u f f ?  

A.  I d o n ' t  know, sir.  

Q - Anybody i n  B Company t h a t  you know of use marijuana 
. before  o r  during an opera t ion?  

A. Not during o r  before  an opera t ion .  There was one 
person. I c a n ' t  remember who he was. He was one of the  new 
guys i n  t h e  o u t f i t .  Then he went back t o  Chu Lai .  He was 
back t h e r e ,  and they had j u s t  l i k e  a r e g u l a r  p o t  pa r ty  going 
on i n  h i s  t e n t .  You could smell  it when you walked i n .  I 
c a n ' t  remember who he was. I t  was such a long time ago. 

Q *  Did you ever  hea r  any rumors a s i d e  from what you 
t o l d  me about t h e  i n t e r p r e t e r  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  any U.S. o r  ARVN 
personnel t o r t u r i n g  VC suspects  o r  p r i soners?  

A. None whatsoever. 

9 You d i d n ' t  hea r  any rumors? Did you ever  see  any-
t h i n g  l i k e  t h a t ?  

. . 

A. No, s i r .  Only once when we took t h i s  o l d  man and 
he was t r y i n g  t o  g e t  away and he was crawling down a hole .  
TAYLOR reached down and grabbed him and yanked him back o u t  
of t h e  hole .  We j u s t  turned around and gave him t o  the  CO. 
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The i n t e r p r e t e r  s t a r t e d  t a l k i n g  t o  him. T h a t ' s  t h e  l a s t  w e  
ever  s a w  of him. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  any one e v e r  b e a t  him o r  
anything,  because we j u s t  l e f t  a f t e r  t h a t .  

Q =  Did you ever  have t h e  engineer  d e m o l i t i o n i s t  work-
i n g  with you? 

A. We c a l l e B h i m  i n  once. And t h e r e  was t h i s  v i l l a g e .  
A bomb was there--see this was be fo re  we s t a r t e d  t ak ing  C4 and 
t h a t  s t u f f  ou t  with us.  There was a bomb t h e r e  o r  something. 
They c a l l e d  i n  t h i s  demoli t ion team from Chu Lai .  They went 
i n  and they blew it up f o r  us.  They j u s t  go t  on t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  
and took o f f  again.  Tha t ' s  t h e  only t h i n g  t h a t  I remember 
happening. 

Q Now, you d i d n ' t  work wi th  them very much then? 

A. No. Not w i t h  t h e  demoli t ion team. 

Q. Now, l e t  me ask you something about TAYLOR. I f  
TAYLOR had gone up t o  a b r idge  and found a couple of  mines 
t h a t  had been pu t  i n  t h e r e ,  would he have asked f o r  the EOD 
s p e c i a l i s t  i n  t h e  company who was a man named GUTHRIE t o  come 
forward, o r  would he--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  TAYLOR would have t r i e d  anything. 

Q- Would have t r i e d  t o  disarm it himsel f?  

A. TAYLOR was k ind  o f  (po in t ing  t o  h i s  head)--about 
t h a t  s t u f f ,  and he d i d n ' t  s e e m  t o  be sca red  of anything. H e  
would have t r i e d  it himsel f .  

Q I f  he attempted t o  disarm t h i s  mine, it i s  n o t  
l i k e l y  t h a t  he would have been wounded i n  t h e  foo t .  It would 
probably have g o t t e n  him i n  the head. 

A. Right. 

Q Now, he e i t h e r  s tepped on t h e  mine, o r  f e l l  on it. 

A. HOOTON o r  t h e  company c l e r k  t o l d  me t h a t  he w a s  
digging around t h e  mine and h i s  foot--he was l ay ing  down, and 
h i s  f o o t  came across  another  one when he was on t h e  ground 
which blew h i s  f o o t  o f f .  T h a t ' s  what I w a s  t o l d .  

(LONG) 24 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

APP T-320 



(.I~~*'I]~:~.:C:LA~;USE ONLY 

Q- H e  w a s  t r y i n g  t o  disarm one mine and h i s  foot hit 
another  one. 

A. Foot h i t  another  one, r i g h t .  

Q - I wonder i f  he saw t h a t  o t h e r  mine? 

A, H e  might have, bu t  it probably would have sSj.pped 
his mind, He probably had, h i s  mind on t h i s  one  mine a t  t h a t  
t i m e .  

How f a r  o f f  t h e  road d i d  they say t h i s  one mine 
was, o r  w a s  it r i g h t  on t h e  road? 
Q e  

A.  I th ink  they s a i d  it was r i g h t  on the very end of 
the br idge ,  off to one side. 

- --..ICIQ. iri;l;., J , ~ ~ ~ ~ ,3" yuu i'Lavearry f 'u~.L?ler.kestifi!orly or 
s ta tements  t h a . t  migh t  a s s i s t  u s  i.n t h i s  invest.i.gati.on? 

A. Nor sir.  

Q - D i d  you eve r  save any photographs t h a t  were talcexl 
in t h i s  area d u r i n y  t h i s  o p e r ~ l l o u ?  

A. NO,  sir .  

Q - I reques t  t h a t  you do no t  d i scuss  your  testimony 
i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  w i t h  others i nc lud ing  other witnesses  
f o r  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  except as y ~ umay have a r i g h t  to do 
s o  be fo re  a competent j u d i c i a l  o r  legislative body. 

A. Yes,  sir. 


Q - Okay, thank you very much fo r  corning i n ,  


A. Yes? sir.  


COL WILSON: The hea r ing  i s  recessed, 


(The hear ing  recessed a t  1435 hours, 4 February 
1970 .) 
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