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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY

WITNESS: MADISON, Joe

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 27 January 1970
PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon
WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A

COUNSEL: None

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: Machinegunner, Second
Squad, First Platoon, B/4/3.

1. PRIOR TRAINING IN THE RULES OF LAND WARFARE.

The witness recalled a class on the treatment of
PW's and noncombatants (pg. 6). He received the MACV
card "Nine Rules" in Vietnam at the pay table (pgs. 5, 6).
While MADISON was not issued the MACV card "The Enemy in
Your Hands", he remembered receiving the information on
the back of the card (pg. 6).

2. PREOPERATIONAL PLANS AND BRIEFINGS.

Although he was told that the company was going on a
search and destroy mission, he could not remember a briefing
on the 15th (pg. 7). The CO probably briefed the platoon
leaders who in turn passed the information on to the squad
leaders (pg. 7). He heard a rumor that the area was
predominantly VC, but he assumed that the civilians there
would be handled in the usual manner which was to collect
them and separate the VC from the main body (pgs. 8, 10).
Nothing was said about the destruction of the village, food,
or livestock; but it was MADISON's understanding that, since
this was a search and destroy mission, the area was to be
destroyed (pg. 9). On a normal operation they did not
bother with the livestock and they either shipped out or
burned foodstuffs depending upon the amount they found (pg.9).
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3. COMBAT ASSAULT ON THE 16TH.

a. Initial actions.

As they landed at the LZ they received fire (pg.13).
His platoon came in on the last 1ift (pgs. 12, 13). His
helicopter nearly landed on a boobytrapped round (pgs. 26,,
27). Prior to leaving the LZ he heard the explosion which
killed Lieutenant COCHRAN (pgs. 25, 26). A second explosion
occurred soon afterwards (pg. 26). As they moved toward
the bridge his squad followed the first squad (pg. 11).
He did not remember a grenade being thrown at the column
as it moved toward the bridge, and he could not bring to
mind receiving any sniper fire (pg. 26). He did not recall
friendly mortar fire coming in by the bridge (pg. 26).
However, as he moved toward the bridge there was firing
and he set up security for the rear element (pg. 13). Thus,
he did not know what was happening at the bridge (pg. 13).

b. Actions in the wvillage.

When the second squad crossed the bridge, the first
squad was firing from a point outside the village (pgs. 14,
15). For a short time MADISON stayed in the rear and acted
as bridge security (pgs. 14, 15). He did not know if there
was any fire coming from the village because he was in the
rear (pg. 14). He then rejoined the platoon which moved
toward the village on line (pgs. 15, 16). MADISON fired
at some Vietnamese behind the sand dunes, but he did not
know if he hit anyone (pgs. 18, 19, 20). The platoon
searched hootches as they moved forward (pgs. 15, 17). The
procedure they used was to call "Lai Dai", which means "come
here", and to take the hootch under fire if there was no
response (pgs. 15, 18). The shooting stopped after awhile
because there was no incoming fire (pgs. 20, 21). MADISON
saw no dead bodies in the village, but allowed that the
platoon's body count could have come from people being killed
in the bunkers (pg. 30). However, he did not see any
soldiers going into the bunkers (pgs. 30, 31). They burned
the village (pg. 35).

c. Actions on the afternoon of the lé6th.

After they left the village they went 1000 meters
down the trail (pg. 21). As they moved they searched and
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destroyed hootches and bunkers (pg. 21). C4 was used that

day (pg. 22). He saw the resupply helicopter land in the
village,but he did not know the nature of its cargo
(pg. 22). The point team, which was using a woman to

walk point, was attracted by U.S. boats bringing in sampans
(pgs. 23, 27). While the people in these sampans were
checked, MADISON acted as security (pg. 28). He did not
remember anyone coming in to interrogate these people

(pg. 28). He did not see what happened to the Vietnamese
who were on the sampans (pg. 28). MADISON recalled nothing
unusual happening in the laager site that night, and he
heard no reports from the men concerning how many VC they
had killed (pgs. 25, 33).

d. Actions on the 17th.

(1) In the morning.

As they moved out on the 17th, the woman they
had captured the day before was used to walk point (pg. 33).
She had a rope around her (pg. 33). His squad was in the
rear (pg. 33). As they came toward the bridge he heard an
explosion to his front (pg. 34). He then heard small arms
fire (pg. 34). MADISON moved to the front because MILUS'
machinegun had jammed (pg. 34). He could not tell if there
was any incoming small arms fire (pg. 35). MADISON fired
to give support to the manuever elements (pg. 35). After
he had fired for a while the troops moved cut on line into
the village (pg. 35). MADISON then set up security for
the medevac helicopter (pg. 36). Two gunships made passes
over the village (pgs. 37, 38). He did not know if this
occurred before or after TAYLOR was medevac'd (pg. 37).
After the gunships made their passes the company swept the
village, but they did not find anything (pg. 45). There was
no firing after the gunships made their passes (pg. 43).

(2) In the afternoon.

The company then moved down the trail, searching
and burning as it went (pgs. 39, 40). They did not encounter
any resistance that he could recall (pg. 40). The rope had
been taken off the woman, and she moved freely with the
unit (pg. 42). He did not recall many demolitions being
used as they moved south (pg. 43). He did not see any
bodies on the 17th, and he heard no stories about people
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being killed inside bunkers (pgs. 45, 46). He could not
bring to mind the company engaging two VC that afternoon
(pg. 45). He recalled no conversations among the men about
how many VC were killed that day(pg. 45).

e. Actions on the 18th.

As they came to a big village near the beach they
stopped burning (pgs. 42, 53, 54). The inhabitants were
sent to a collection point where they were treated by
MEDCAP teams (pgs. 42, 46, 47). He did not see the people
being treated because he was setting up security near the
laager site (pg. 48). 1Two Vietnamese were used to clear
the area of mines (pgs. 48, 49). When he returned he did
not observe any Americans interrogating Vietnamese (pg. 48).
He heard of no abnormal procedures being employed to question
Vietnamese, heard nothing about mistreatment of Vietnamese,
and heard nothing about fingers being cut off (pg. 49).

He did not see a wounded Vietnamese woman brought into the
laager area (pg. 51). That night they were hit by mortar
fire, followed by small arms fire (pgs. 49, 50). MADISON
returned the fire (pg. 50). A medevac helicopter escorted
by gqunships, took out the casualties {(pg. 51). "Puff"
came in and sprayed the area (pg. 51). ©Nothing else
happened that night that e could recall (pg. 51).

4, INQUIRIES AFTER THE ASSAULT.
MADISON knew of no investigation made of this operation
and he was never questioned concerning it (pgs. 54, 55).
He was never told not to discuss the operation (pg. 55).
He heard no rumors about civilians being killed, tortured,

or mistreated by anyone from the U.S. or Vietnamese military
(pg. 55).

5. OTHER INFORMATION.

MADISON knew nothing about marijuana being used in
the company (pg. 55).
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EXHIBITS
EXHIBIT _ .
NUMBLR DILSCRIPTION " NOTES PAGES
rWitnesg . was issued | —
M-2 MACV Card "Nine Rules" card. 5
MACV Card "The Enemy in Witness had not
M-3 Your Hands" seen card but had 6
been instructed
about information
on back of the
card.
Wit recognized no
P-13 Miscellaneous Scene one in the photo. 30
Wit recognized no
pP-21 Miscellaneous Scene one in the photo. 30
Wit recognized no
p-22 Miscellaneous Scene one in the photo. . 30
‘ Wit pointed out
P-62 Miscellaneous Scene person who looked 30
"Iike SGT LITTLE.
"'Wit identified man
P-66 Miscellaneous Scene as Jimmy JENKINS. 53
Wit did not re-
P-67 Miscellaneous Scene cognize anyone in 53
the photo.
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(The hearing reconvened at 1500 hours, 27
January 1970.)

COL WILSON: The hearing will come to order.

RCDR: The following named persons are present~
COL WILSON, LTC NOLL, and MAJ THOMAS.

The next witness is Mr. Joe MADISON.

(MR MADISON was called as a witness, was sworn,
and testified as follows:)

Would you state your full name, occupation, and
residence. .

A. Joe MADISON, 2811 33xd Street, Tampa, Florida;
shipping and receiving clerk.

COL WILSON: Mr. MADISON, the Peers Inguiry was directed
~jointly by the Secretary of the Army and the Chief of Staff
of the Army for the purpose of determining facts and making
recommendations concerning the My Lai (4) incident of 1968.
In conducting his investigation, General PEERS determined that
it was necessary to have a complete insight into the overall
operations of B/4/3 on 16, 17, 18, and 19 March 1968. He
therefore, appointed this board, referred to as Interview
Team C, to question personnel of B/4/3 and prepare a complete
description of the unit operations. You can expect General
PEERS or other members of the board to come in at any time.
They, of course, have the authority to question you.

Your testimony will be taken under oath. A ver-
batim transcript is being made and we will have a tape re-
cording made of the testimony.

Although the general classification of the report
will be confidential, it's possible that the testimony may
become a matter of publlc record.

During this interview the board will follow a
chronological sequence of gquestioning. The first questions
will be concerning the training prior to leaving Hawaii or
the training you got right after you arrived in Vietnam.

(MADISON) 1 APP T-254
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The next series of questions will be concerned with the
briefing you received prlor to the combat assault on the 16th
of March. The next series of questions will be concerned -
with the operations which took place on 16, 17, 18, and 19
March. Then the final questions will be to inqulre into

any knowledge which you may have concerning previous inves-
tigations or ingquiries.

This interview team is composed of three people.
Mr. WALSH, who is a civilain attorney appointed by the Secre-
tary of the Army to assist General PEERS, may be back in a
few minutes.  Colonel NOLL and myself are members of General
PEERS' board, and Major THOMAS is the recorder. The three
of us here have the authority to question you for General
PEERS. We do not have the authority to make findings and
recommendations. That's strictly the prerogative of General
PEERS, and he of course is interested primarily in what
investigations or inquiries were made and in finding out
from an overall standpoint what the operations were. Do
you have any gquestions on anything I've covered?

A. Not right at the moment.

Q. What was your duty assignment on 16 March 19682
A, Offhand I can't say, exactly.

Q. - Well, were you a member of B/4/3?

A. Yes.

Q. Which platoon were you assigned to?

A. lst Platoon.

Q. Do you know which squad?

A. I was a machinegunner. I think I was attached to

the second squad.

Q. Attached to the second squad?
A. Sergeant RUSHIN.
(MADISON) 2 ' APP T-254
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Q. He was the squad leader of the second squad, or
was he the platoon sergeant?

A, I'm not sure at the time, because we had lost about
two platoon sergeants. I can't say--he was the second squad
leader. He was the platoon sergeant once, but I don't know

if it was then or before I left. I'm not sure.

. Q. Who was the platoon sergeant at the time, do you
recall?

A, It could have been Sergeant RUSHIN. I think Ser-
geant WYATT had gone with the 2d Platoon.
Q. Was this a machinegun squad or--~
A. (Interposing) No, the machinegun squad was

attached. We had two machineguns, one number 1 and one num-
ber 2 gun. Each machinegun was attached to a squad since we
had the platoon down to two squads and a point team.

Q. In the 2d Platoon, then, you had two machineguns,
one with each squad?

A, Right.

Q. Were these guns part of the platoon or were they
part of the weapons platoon?

A

. They were part of the platoon. They were part of
the squad.

Q. There was a machinegun squad in the 2d. There were
elements of the machinegun sguad in the lst Platoon?

A, Right.

Q. Who was the machinegun squad leader?

A. Sergeant CARDINES. |

Q. He was the machinegun squad leader for the 1lst

Platoon of B Company?

(MADISON) 3 ' APP T-254
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A, Right.

Q. Now who was the gunner for your machineqﬁn squad?
A. I was.

Q. You were the gunner?

A, I was on number 1 gun.

Q. And who was the gunner for the other squad?

A, MILUS.

Q. I shouldn't say other squad. MILUS was not the

gunner for the other squad, was he? The two guns you had in
the squad, did you call them gun section or how were they re-
ferred to, gun number 1 and gun number 2?

A, Well, vou had two squads and you have what we call
a weapons squad. We were the weapons squad, two machineguns.
One machinegun went with each squad. So I had one number 1
gun in the second squad, and he had one number 2 gun in the
first squad.

Q. You belonged to Sergeant CARDINES as far as your
squad leader was concerned?

A. Right.

Q. Now, how did Sergeant CARDINES refer to your gun,
do you recall, number } gun or number 2 gun?

A. Number 1 gun.

Q. Number 1 gun?

A. Right.

Q. Sometimés they'd break into sections, sometimes

into fire teams, sometimes into numbers. I didn't know what
the procedure was here. You just numbered your guns?

(MADISON) 4 APP T-254
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A. Right. One number 1 gun and one number 2 gun.

Q. Now, were you with the brigade when it was in Ha-
waii?

A. . Yes, sir.

Q. Were you in the same assignment at that time

~or did you ever change jobs?

A, When I first got--I started off as a rifleman,
then to grenadier, then over to the weapons sguad as assist-
ant machinegunner, then up to machinegunner.

Q. But you stayed with B Company all the time?
A. All the time. _
Q. Did ybu stay with B Company the whole time you
were in Vietnam?
A. The whole time I was there.
Q. This is Exhibit M-2 entitled "Nine Rules." Have

you ever seen that? That's a facsimile of a card. Have you
ever seen that card? That's the front page, there's another
page on the back. It's a MACV card.

A. I've seen the symbol, but I don't recall seeing the
card. I've seen the MACV symbol. Yes, I've seen this.

Q. Did you have one of these cards?

A. I'm pretty sure I did. I think they issued them
to all of us along with--yes, they issued us one.

Q. : Where?

A. Some company, I'm gquite sure they did. Lieutenant

MUNDY issued that little paper when we got our pay.

Q. Where was that? Was that in Hawaii or was that in
Vietnam? :
(MADISON) 5 APP T-254
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A. I think this was in Vietnam.
Q. You picked them up at the pay table?
A. Right, I'm pretty sure he gave us--he gave the

card for the PX. I think we had one of those too, but I
know he gave us one for the PX.

Q. It would be a good place to give them out, one way
to be sure that everybody gets one. How about this one? This
is Exhibit M-3 entitled "The Enemy In Your Hands." Have you

ever seen that card?

A. I can't recall the card, but I recall the infor-
mation on the back. ' '

Q. You do recall the information. Where did you get
that information, a class or something?

A. We was always taught that.

Q. This is how to handle POW's. Did you have a class
on this?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Did you have this after you got to Vietnam or
before?

A. We had it before. How to handle POW's was all

‘through training.

Q. How about civilian noncombatants, did they ever
tell you anything about how to handle them?

A. They explained to us about what we would encounter,
and they explained to us about how to handle them and what
to do.

Q. I want to ask you now whatever you can recall,
anything you can recall on the briefing prior to the com-~

bat assault which took place on the 16th. The briefing

would have probably been given at the fire base on the 15th,
at least we think it would, because of the time in the morning
that you left there. Do you remember the briefing on this?
Maybe it was given by a squad leader or platoon leader?

(MADISON) 6 APP T-254

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

A. I can't recall the briefing on it.
Q. You can't?
" A. I'm hot sure what happened. The only thing I can

remember, we was gathered up and I think we was to go on a
search and destroy. I'm not sure.

Q. Well, now, search and destroy, was this different
from your previous operations?

A, It would depend on what operation order came down.
We had all kinds, search and clear, search and destroy.

Q. Well, search and destroy, did you run many search
and destroy operations?

A. Not too many.

. Q. This is a company operation, combat assault type.
It took place the 1l6th of March, which would have been about:
2, maybe 3 months after you got to Vietnam. Do you remember
who briefed you? Do you know the operation we're talking
about? :

A. I think so.

0. I think I can bring it to your mind. Do you re-
member Lieutenant COCHRAN?

A. "Yes, sir.

Q. Do you remember him getting killed?

A. Yes, sir. |

Q. Tﬁat's the operation we're talking about. I was

just trying to find out what you were told prior to the op-
eration, what were you briefed, and who briefed you and so
forth? '

A, What normally happened, and I think this is what
happened, on the fire base the CO would give it to the pla-
toon leader. The platoon leaders would give it to the pla-
toon sergeant, and the platoon sergeant would call the squad
leaders in and give it to them. In turn, the squad leaders
would brief the members of their team or squad. And I think
CARDINES explained it to us, told us which squad he was going
with.

(MADISON) 7 APP T-254
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Q. Well in line with that, do you normally go with the

same squad all the time?
A. No, we were switched..
Q. What were you told? How long was the operation go-

ing to take place, what time was it going to start?

A, - I didn't know what time it was going take place.
I mean I didn't know how long it was going to last. All I
knew was that we were pulling out the next morning and going
to Pinkville.

Q. All right, you went down to Pinkville. Did this
seem peculiar, was this different from other operations?

A, Well, Pinkville was our worst area of operations.
Q. So whenever they mentioned Pinkville and going in

there, it's a little different from your normal operations,
not quite the same as going out as you do from day to day?

A. Not exactly the same. When you go into Pinkville,
you know that you're going to be on your P's and Q's from
the time that you get there.

Q. In other words, Pinkville is a more dangerous area
than the other areas over there from B Company's standpoint.

A, I would say so.

Q. So when people say you're going into Pinkville,
you think about carrying a little more ammunition and being
a little more careful where you step?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Did anybody tell you what the enemy situation was
down there?

A, I don't think so. We heard a rumor that it was
predominantly VC. That's the only thing.

(MADISON) 8 APP T-254
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Q. How about the destruction of villages, houses,
hootches, and stuff like that. Was this covered in the
briefing? v

A. - It wasn't covered in the briefing, but they said
search and destroy. That covers this area, and search and
destroy the enemy position.

Q. So it was your understanding that this area was to
be destroyed?

A. Yes, sir.
0. Did you have many search and'destroy missions back

in your normal area of operations? Not Pinkville, but back
on the Batangan Peninsula and up in there? '

A, Not too many.

Q. Now what about the disposition of foodstuff? Was
anything 'said about that, what to do with food found in the
area? '

A. I don't know anything about food.
Q. ' He didn't say anything about it. How about live-

stock? Did anybody say anything about what to do with live-
stock?

A, No.

Q. No instructions?

A. I can't recall.

Q. What was the normal procedure for foodstuff found

in these areas, these VC areas?

A. Well if it was livestock, we didn't bother with
it. If it was rice or corn or something like that, normally
if there was enough to bag up, we would bag it up and send
it out to a chopper. If there was a lot there, we just
burned it there.

(MADISON) 9 - APP T-254
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Q. It depends on how much there was? Were there any
special instructions given concerning the inhabitants of these
areas which were any diZferent from any other operation?

A. Normally you knew what to expect. When we got
there we knew what to expect, whethexr it was just watching
more for booby traps or where vou're stepping and so forth,
things of that nature.

Q. What about the people down there? Was anything
said about what to do with them, or did you handle them as
you did any other time?

A, We handled them as we did any other time.

Q.' Collect them up?

A, Collect them up,'get them together, and separate
the kids from the others.

Q. And detain those that you think are VC?

A. Yes.

Q. wWhat did you do with those, pass them up to the

company commander or what?

A, Actually I wouldn't know what happened to them.
All we did was gather them up. Then I take my gun, and I

have to set up a security for the purpose of investigating
the people.

Q. Do you remember what the other platoons of the
company besides the lst Platoon were supposed to do? Was
anything mentioned in the briefing on that, 24 and 3d
Platoons?

A, The only thing that I know is that we were sup-
posed to cross this bridge and go down to the waterfront.
The next morning we were supposed to meet--I guess we were
supposed to meet the rest of them back up to the bridge.

Q. Okay. Were you told, before you went in there,
where you were going to go into a laager position that night,
the night you were out there on the beach? Or was this some-
thing that developed after you got out there? You knew you
were going to stay out there, but I don't know whether you

" knew where the laager position was that you were going to
stay in. Did you know that? .

(MADISON) 10 APP T-254
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A. No, I don't recall. We were on the waterfront and
they brought some Vietnamese in on sampans.

Q. You're getting ahead of me. Wait a minute now,
we're still talking about the briefing. What was the planning
on the squads after you made your landing? What were you
told? Which squad was going to lead and which squad was going
to follow?

A, The first squad led and second squad followed.

Q. You were with the second squad, so the second squad,
I assume, had to have a rear security element. So MILUS, the
other gun, was with the first squad. They led off. Now I
“guess you had your point element out beyond them.

A, Right.

Q. - This was TAYLOR and HOOTON. Who Qas the other man?
A. TITTLE.

Q. TITTLE. Okay, those three. Anybodybelse, or was
it just normally those three?

A. LONG.

Q. Who?

A. LONG, L-O-N-G.

Q. Is that right, there were four?

A. Right.

Q. Okay, and they were out in front?

A, I don't know if he was there that day, I'm not sure,

but there usually was four of them. I'm not sure.

Q. This is basically what you were briefed on, this

is what you were told. Is there anything else that you can
recall that you were told before we go to what happened on the
16th? Were you told to take any additional equipment you
don't normally take, any additional ammo or demolitions, ex-
plosives, or a regular combat load?

(MADISON) 11 APP T-254
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A, I carried more or less the normal combat load
anyway.
Q. But you've got the maéhinegun now, and on the M-60

what does one bandoleer--how many rounds have you got there?
A. One hundred.

Q. One hundred rounds, okay. So how many rounds of
ammunition were you carrying in your section of your gun team?

A. 900 rounds.

Q. Everybody is pretty well loaded down then with the -
M-60. Is that what you took this time, about the same amount?
A. This time I took the same amount.

Q. ' No more, no less?

A, No more, only the ammo bearers would carry an addi-
tional 100 rounds.

Q Over what they normally carry?

A. Right.

Q. They did? You took a couple hundred more rounds

that you normally carried?.
A. Right.

Q. Okay, now, anything else you recall? You didn't
take any extra rations or anything like that?

A. I can't recall taking any extra rations. Normally
I prxobably wouldn't have taken it anyway.

Q. All right. Let's get to the day of the operation.
Do you remember which helicopter you were in? Were you in the
first or second 1lift? Had there been a group of helicopters
going out before yours?

A. I think the lst Platoon was the last lift.
Q. You were on the last lift in?
(MADISON. 12 APP T-254
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A. Right. I think MILUS was on the first lift and I
came in on the second 1lift.

Q. So the lst Platoon must have been split?

A. We went in together. One machinegun in front, that

was up front, and the other machinegun in the back. So I
believe the lst Platoon was the last platoon that landed there.

Q. ' Do you recall any firing on the landing zone when
you came in?

A. There was firing on the landing zone when we came in,

Q. ‘Where was this firing, which direction?
A. Just before we landed, the artillery was shelling

the area. The company split, and 2d Platoon was going oppo-
site of us. I know they were receiving fire because the fire
was coming over us. It was coming from that way. It was hard
to tell where it was coming from.

Q. Let me show you what happened, what the plan was
from the task force standpoint. This map here is 1:25,000
scale, and the area we're talking about is this Pinkville
area.

(The witness was given an orientation on MAP-4
and the aerial photograph P-185.)

(MR WALSH entered the hearing.)

Q. Now when you'came to the bridge that morning, what
happened?
A. When we came to the bridge that morning, I don't

know what happened. I heard fire so I had to secure the

rear elements, and you never know what's going on until you
~get up there. Then, after the back element got up there,

we had to set up security for the p01nt team. The first squad
was already in there.
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Q. Into what?

A, Into--right across that bridge there should have
been a little village there.

Q. You were in the second squad. When the firing
started, did the second squad deploy off the road or did you
move up the road?

A. We never moved up the road. We stayed on the trail
and moved up until we could get them all out of the village.

Q. You stayed right on that trail?

A, Right.

0. The whole squad moved up that trail. Did it move

across the bridge? :

0

A, It moved across the bridge. N

Q. It moved across the bridge, and the first squad “

was already firing? ' g&
: ¢

A, Right. ' W

Q. Was there any firing coming down from the village?

A. I couldn't tell because I was at the rear.

Q. When you moved across the bridge, what happened

then?

A. Well, when I moved across the bridge, Lieutenant

WILLINGHAM told me to set up security and guard the bridge.

Q. In other words you faced back in the other direc-
tion?

A. Right.

Q. Lieutenant WILLINGHAM told you to do this?

A, Right.

Q. And did anything occur back in the direction you

were facing?
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A. Nothing occurred, so he called me back up and he
left two men back there to guard the bridge, a grenadier and
a rifleman.

Q. | How lohg did you stay on the bridge, securing the
bridge? _

A. I couldn't tell you. It wasn't too long.

Q. Did you fire at all out in that direction?

A. Not up in that direction. When I pulled up with

the rest of the units--.

Q. (Interposing) When you went up with the rest
of the unit, then what happened?

A. Hootches and things like that, we started searching
them and yelling if anyone was in there and firing in there
before we went in there. If we yelled and nobody said anything
we'd fire in there and look around and destroy them.

Q. As I understand what yvou've explained, when
you came up, when you started moving up the trail to cross the
bridge, the first squad was firing into the village?

A, It was firing. I don't know--

Q. (Interposing) They hadn't gone into the
village yet? They were on the outside firing in?

A. They were--I was on the bridge, so they would have
to be going--they had to be down in the village.

Q. The village was that close?
A, Right.
Q. - And the first squad was firing into the village.

You were set up on the bridge, then you were pulled off, and
then you started moving into the village. I'm trying to de-
termine how this was done. If the first squad was moving into
the village and you were moving into the village, searching
and firing at the same time, how was your sector delineated
for you so that you wouldn't fire on your own people?
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A. ' When the first squad went into the village, the
point squad and the first squad, they came across the bridge.
They came into the village. They yielded this way because
water is up. this way, so they yielded that way. When we came
in we just went this way, like that.

Q. I see. What distance are we--you stayed here?

A, When the firing first started I was back here, so
I stayed up here. '

Q. So you were on the west side of the bridge--
A, (Interposing) Right.

Q. When you set up?

A. Right. When I got the word to come in, I came

down here. My squad, we went.out this way and left two men
back here to guard the bridge.

Q. So the two men that were on the bridge, you're not
sure whether they were on the east or the west side of the
bridge?

A. I'm not sure of that.

Q. But your squad moved up to the north and the first
squad moved to the south. How much distance are we talking
about between these squads?

A, Well, you have--I don't know how many men it was,
but they are not too far apart. When we went in, we more
or less came in on line this way, made a line, kind of a
curved line. We wasn't too far apart.

Q. Well now, wasn't the village more or less along the
trail?

A, It was. The trail runs right straight through that
village.

Q. I see. Then the first squad really started moving

south, or east of the trail which went through the village.
They didn't follow the trail into the village then?

(MADISON) 16 APP T-254

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

A. I don't guess they went up all the way into the
trail. All I know is when I got in there I saw them over
here, so I turned out this way.

Q. Now when you started searching these huts and
the first squad is over there searching huts,; where are
you searching huts? Where is your squad searching huts?

~A. ' Well, the second squad is searching huts. I'm
sitting over here because I don't have to secure this bridge
any more. I'm sitting here because the trail comes from this

way, and this is the point where I'm sitting at in case
anything comes down here.

Q. All right, you're securing that trail.
A. Yes, sir.
Q. - And the second squad is searchingé
CA. Second squad, right, and first squad.
Q. . And the first squad?
A. And the point elements.\
Q. And the point. Now how--what area was the first

sgquad searching, and what area was the the second squad search-
ing, and what area was the point searching?

A, Well the point and the first squad was in the same
area.

Q. In other words, they were together.

A, Right. The point squad was first, and the first

squad was behind them. The second squad was behind like so.
So they just searched this way.

Q. Was there any gquestion in anybody's mind about which
squad was supposed to search which hut?

A. No, I don't guess there was. I really couldn't tell
you about searching hootches, though. I didn't have to search
any . :
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Q. The procedures that were being used were to go into
the hootch. What did they yell?

A. I think it was "lai day." They'd yell "lai day"
and see if anybody was in there.

Q. What does that mean?

A. I guess it means come here.

Q. If there was no response, the hut was taken under

fire and then it was searched?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. They they'd move on to the next hut. Was this al-
ways the procedure or was this done with this particular vil-
lage?

A. It was normal procedure to go through a village and
yell in a hootch for someone to come out. And if no one came
out, if it looked suspicious for the man that had to search
it, then he would recon the hootch by fire before he went in
there.

Q. Was reconnaissance by fire being used as a
technique in searching this village? When you moved up to
the bridge, after the firing started over there, could you
see any Vietnamese in the village?

A. Not--when I first got up there I could.
Q. You could?
A. I could. I saw--I don't know how many I saw, but

like now you see ‘'em, now you don't.

Q. Where were these people mostly, around the hootches
or were they--

A. (Interposing) The ones that I saw weren't
around the hootches from where I was firing at, because be-
hind these hootches there were trees and a sandbar up there.
And you could see them moving up there.
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Q. Did they go behind this sandbar? Did they go up
behind this sand dune or did they stay back on your side of
it, the villagers, or were they just moving around up there
on the top of it?

A. I don't know if it was the villagers or who it was
back there, because we didn't exceed any farther than the
village.

Q. Now, how long did this firing go on? How long did
the search go on?

A. I'm not sure, I couldn't say.

MR WALSH: When you first got there, after you had been pulled
off of bridge security and you moved up and set up just on the
other side of the bridge, and you saw these people running in

and out of the area there, could you see any of them get shot?

A, I can't say that I saw any of them get shot.

Q. Do you know whether they got shot? I'n other words,
did you see bodies later when you moved down into the village?

A, I can't recall seeing any bodies. I think we cap-
tured about two men and one lady out of the village. I'm not
sure, something like ‘'that.

Q. You captured them?
A. Right.
Q. We have some indications that quite a number of

people were reported by Lieutenant WILLINGHAM being killed
there. But you didn't see any of them get killed?

A. See, my position was strictly, mostly for security.
Q. I understand your position but you weren't very

far away. I just want to know what you saw or heard or what-
ever. We're just trying to fit everything together.

A, You hear a lot. But as far as seeing, I didn't see
too many because I wasn't looking around trying to find out

what was going on back there, and was worrying about what
was in front of me.
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Q. But when you hear a lot of firing and everything
is right in your own platoon, you're kind of curious to see
what was going on a little better, aren't you?

A. You're kind of curious and you're going to fire
too, but as far as knowing whether anyone was hit or any-
thing--

Q. (Interposing) You couldn't see anybody?
A. No,
0. ‘ Did you see any people up on top.of that rise, the

sand dune behind the village, getting hit up that way?

A. The only people I saw were running behind the side
over there. That's what I was firing at.

Q. You couldn't see whether you hit anything or not?
A. Right.
Q. After you set up and you saw the people firing

down that way, and you fired a little bit down that way, did
there come a time when all the firing stopped?

A That's right, there came a time when all the
firing stopped

Q. About how long after that, after you had come
across the bridge and set up?

A, I couldn't say to be exact about the time.

Q. Was it a short time or a long time, or you just

can't remember anything about it?

A. You figure they were firing when I was on the bridge

and I got orders to get across, so they were firing for a
pretty good time.

Q. When they stopped flrlng, did the lieutenant order
them to stop firing?

A, I couldnt hear it.
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Q. Did you get any orders to cease firing at any time?

A. From my position I didn't need no order to cease
fire because I didn't see anything to fire at. I didn't fire
but normally--evidently they must have been receiving fire,
because as long as you're receiving fire they'll fire

back. If you stop receiving fire, that's automatic to

cease fire.

Q. All right, now, did you stay set up there, guarding
that trail going to the north all day, or did you move out
from that point at some time?

A. We went up and down the trail. After we left the
village, we went down the trail.

Q. How far do you think?

A, I cuess about 1,000 meters.

Q. That far down? This was on the first day after

you came across, you went down maybe 1,000 meters. Was
this searching hootches and burning them as you went down?

A, We were searching them.

Q. I didn't hear what your recollection was of the
briefing, but some people have indicated that this was a
search and destroy mission and you were doing your job. What
I want to know is whether you can recall burning the hootches
as you went down. '

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Did the platoon do a thorough job? Did you get
every hootch or was it just burning some of them?

A, If I'm not mistaken, I think we destroyed all the
hootches and the bunkers if I'm not mistaken.

Q. Did you see any of the people going after the
bunkers? You were on a machinegun, so you weren't searching
the hootches.

A, Right.

Q. - Did you see any of the other people blowing the bun-
kers? :
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A. You could hear. You could hear them blowingﬁthe
bunkers because before they blow a bunker they always yell:
"Fire in the hole!" Then everybody knows that they're be-

ing blown.

Q. Were they using grenades or were they u51ng TNT
oxr what were they using to blow the bunkers?

A. I think it was C4.

Q. Did you get the C4 flown in that day? Did a chop-
per bring it, the C4, or did you have that before you came
out?

A. We always carried some. I don't know whether they
brought any C4 out or not, but they brought another supply of
ammo. o7

Q. ' Do you know where the chopper landed?
A. In the village.
Q. Right in the village where you were? They brought

in ammo. You don't remember whether they brought 1ﬁ any TINT
along with it?

A. No, I wouldn't know.

Q. Do you remember receiving any sniper fire, hostile
fire, during that day?

A. I can't remember.

Q. You said something a minute ago about the people
that you captured there. Was it three people?

A, I'm not for sure, but I think it was two men, and
I'm positive of this one lady.

Q. Do you remember seeing where they were kept and
who was guarding the people that were captured?
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A. I don't know what happened to the men. When we
were pulling out, I saw the men on the trail. And this
woman, the point team used her to walk point.

Q. Do you remember seeing her during the day when you
wexre searching the hootches?

A. . Pardon.

Q. Do you remember seeing her during the day before
you pulled out, had her walk the point?

A. No, I can't recall. All I know is when everything
was blown and all the firing stopped, these were the people
they had.

Q. Did you stay on the western side of that sand dune
or whatever it was, the high piece of ground, all day, or did
you go over to the ocean at all during the day?

A. When we left there we went down the trail. We
didn't proceed farther than the village. We just destroyed
the village and proceeded down the trail.

Q. © You went down about 1,000 yards, and then came
back again during the ccurse cf the day?

A, It was the next morning we came back.

Q. Well, now, let's go back a minute. Are you sure
you went down about 1,000 yards? Is it possible that you
stayed in the immediate area around the end of the bridge
during the day, and then moved up north to your night posi-
tion?

A, I'm not positive, but anyway we stayed in the vil-
lage. When we left, we went down the trail.

Q. You stayed in the village for a pretty good long
time during the day?

A. ' Well, you could say so. We stayed there long
enough to get our resupply.
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Q. Do you remember having chow there?

A. No, I don't remember having chow there.

Q. Who was with you on machinegun when you set up?

A. Jerry WARNER, and I don't know about the ammo bearer.
He was new because he had just gotten in before we left Dottie.
Q. Was MILUS on the other machinegun?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. JONES and REID were the rest of that team?

A. . STRACHAN and HARLOW, another new man that just

came in.

Q. What were their names again?

A, STRACHAN, Leo STRACHAN.

Q. S-T-R-0-N-G?

A. You spell it a little bit funny.

Q. S~T=R-A-C-HE-A-N maybe?

A, That's it.

Q. And who was the other fellow?

A, I'm not sure. He was a new man that just got in-
to the unit.

Q. Was it Terry REID? How about somebody named JONES?
A. I'm not sure, I don't think it was JONES. I think
it was MERCER or one of the new men.

Q. How about STEINBRECHER?

A. I think STEINBRECHER had got hit earlier.
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Q. Before this operation?
A, Yes, sir.
Q. During the day did you hear any reports or any

talk among the men about how many of the VC they had gotten
during the day? ‘

A. No, I didn't.

Q. Did you see any bodies? Had anybody gotten shot
during the day? )

A. No,'sir.

0. Not one?

A. No.

- LTC NOLL: One thing I didn't understand and I believe you
told us. What group of helicopters were you in when you
came into the LZ, the first group or the second group?

A, I think the lst Platoon'was the last 1lift, so I
would be in one of the end choppers with the lst Platoon.

Q. In other words the LZ was already secured by an-
other group when you went down?

A, Yes, sir.

Q. Do you know what other platoon was in that last
1lift, part of another platoon?

A, No, sir, I can't say.

Q. Did you know when Lieutenant COCHRAN stepped on

a land mine?

A, I heard it. I don't know it, I heard it.

Q. Did you hear the explosion?

_A. I heard the explosion. We had several explosions.
-)
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Q. Several?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Two explosions or more than that?

A, It could have been two approximately. I know

for sure two big ones.

Q. Did they both occur before you reached the bridge?
A. In fact they occurred before we got from the LZ.
Q. Before what?

A, Before we was leaving the LZ.

Q. Were they close together, the two large explosions?
A. They weren't too--I don't recall. They weren't

too far apart.

0. When you were moving along the route to the bridge,
was there ever a grenade thrown at your column that didn't go
off? Did anybody ever yell, "grenade," and you all hit the
ground?

A, I can't recall. Maybe because more or less every
time we hear a boom we automatically. get down.

Q. Was there any sniper fire moving to the bridge?

A, I can't recall. We could have had because nor-
mally when we operated in Pinkville--when we were moving we
were normally quite a distance apart in Pinkville. By the
time you get a platoon stretched out there, it's quite a ways.

COL WILSON: Do you remember some mortar fire coming in,
friendly, down there by the bridge?

A. I can't recall any mortar fire.

Q. Duds? ;
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A, I remember this one dud was supposed to have been
booby trapped because the chopper almost landed on it.

Q. That was an enemy round, correct?
A. It had to be because there was a booby trap in it.

MR WALSH: Do you remember finding any booby traps in that
first village you searched that day?

“A. No, that was the only booby trap they told me
about, the one where the chopper was coming in.

Q. Do you remember anything about a booby trap made
out of a couple of cartridges? They went off when somebody
went in a hootch?

A, That was kind of common so they probably didn't
say anything about 1t anyway.

COL WILSON: When you left the village, or after you say you
moved 1,000 meters--would you look over to the map exhibit
there, MAP-4. We're talking about 1,000 meters now. You
see where the bridge is? We're talking about 1,000 meters.
Show him approximately where that is now.

A. I'm not sure exactly how far.

Q. I just wanted to be sure, show you that, give you
an idea about where that was.

 After you moved down there, and you went back to
a laager, set up your night defensive position, did anything

occur in the meantime? You mentioned something earlier about
some sampans.

A, As we were going down there something attracted
the point team or first squad leader. Sampans, boats were
bringing sampans.

Q. What boats? U.S. bocats?
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A. I believe it was.

Q. Was this while you were going south or was this -
after you cleared the village and were moving south? 1Is
that when this was?

A Right.

Q. Then what happened?

A. All I know they brought the people up there and
as usual I set up security until they got them up.

Q. How many were there?

A, I couldn't say. There was a lot of sampans down

there. I don't think they took all of the people that was
in the sampans.

Q. What did they do with the people? Did Lieutenant
WILLINGHAM take over the people?

A, Lieutenant WILLINGHAM had them back there. I don't
know what happened to them. I don'‘t know whether he let them
go or what he did.

Q. Did you see an interpreter come in about this time
or later?

A. I'm not sure, but I think we had one. I'm not sure.
Q. Did you see anybody come in during this afternoon
period, either Vietnamese or U.S., not part of the lst Platoon;

ARVN, National Police, interpreters, or MI?

A, I can't say for sure.

Q. When you left there and moved on back up to your
laager position for that night, you don't recall what hap-

pened to those Vietnamese that came in on the sampans?

A. No.
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Q. It wasn't part of these Vietnamese that the woman
came from that was with the point? She came out of the vil-
lage? .

A. She came out of the village.

Q. You moved on back and set up your ambush and
night defensive position. Do you recall that? Do you re-
call how far that was from the bridge?

A. I can't recall.

Q. ' Do you recall that there was another bridge on
that river, a demolished bridge? Did you ever see that? It
was north of the one you crossed on?

A. : I can't say about that.

Q. You went into your night defensive position. Did
you get a resupply of rations that night?

A. I suppose we did. I'm not sure. That's the part
I'm not sure of. : ' :

Q. You would have remembered if you got a hot meal?

A. This was a hot meal.

Q. It was a hot meal, you know that? But you don't

know whether they brought in some C-rations or not?

A. No.

Q. I am going to show you some photograph exhibits.

I'd like for you to indicate if you know either the people
or the place. This is P-18.

A, That's HUFFMAN.

Q. The soldier there is HUFFMAN. Do you recognize
any of the Vietnamese, or that area?

A, I can't say.
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. p-217?
A. No. ’
Q. P-227
A, I don't recognize that.
Q. » Do you recognize this man right here, P-13, third
man?
A, No.
Q. Do ybu recognize anyone in this photograph, P-627?
A, I cantt say for sure. I think that looks like

Sergeant LITTLE. I don't know who this one is.

Q. Man on the left? Let me‘hit a couple of things
that filtered back to the 1llth Brigade on VC casualties.

See if you recall any of these. From the 1lst Platoon, 12

VC killed at 0955; 18 VC killed at 1025; 8 VC killed at 1420.
A total of 38 VC killed by the 1lst Platoon before 3 o'clock
on the 1l6th. That's what was reported. Did you see any of
those people?

A, . No, sir, I didn‘t.
Q. Could these people have been down in bunkers?
A. It's a possibility. If nobody came out before we

blew the bunkers, it's a possibility they could have been
down in there.

Q. If they had been down there, who would have made
this count?

A. I don't know. )

Q. Did you see anybody go down in the bunkers?

A, rardomn.

Q. Did you see anybody going in the bunkers?
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A. No, I didn't.
Q. Did you see anybody else going in the bunkers?
A. ~ No.

MR WALSH: Do you think this is just.a false report?
A, I don't know, I didn't see them so I can't say.

Q. I know, but you weren't that far away. You were
sure closer than we are, and I just wondered what your opinion
is, whether--we have a report here that 38 VC were killed, and
you didn't see any bodies and you didn't see anybody get hit
when they were shooting. So now we've got at least two pos-
‘sibilities; somebody called in a report without counting, or
the bodies were someplace where you couldn't see them. I just
wondered what your opinion is. '

A. Your opinion's as good as mine.

Q. | You just don't know anything about it.

A. I don't. I can't recall seeing any bodies.

Q. When you were up in the laager area that night, do

you recall whether TAYLOR kept the woman with him that they
had been using on point there that day? Do you remember see-
ing her at the laager area that night?

A, _ - Right, she was there.

Q. Did you see or do you know whether anybody raped
her during this period? '

A. No, I don't.

Q. Never heard that?

A. I never heard that.

Q. ] Do you think it's possible or would it surprise
you? :
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A, Personally, I don't think it would be possibie.
In a place like Pinkville at night, you wouldn't think of
raping anyone,

Q. That's not a very romantic place?
A. No.

COL WILSON: These 38 casualties were reported almost in the
same location, reported just about in the area where all this
firing took place. It wasn't further down, wasn't way down

in the area. All of them were right around in one place.

Well now, were there any other Vietnamese in the laager area
that night aside from the woman that was with the point group?

A, | I'm not sure because I don't know what happened to
those people that came in from the sampans.

Q. ., You don't recall if there were any more around
there?
A, No, I don't remember. I know what I was doing now
because the assistant gunner and gunner set up security for
me while I cleaned my weapon. I was cleaning my gun.
Q. The assistant gunner and the gunner?
A, The assistant gunner and the ammo bearer.
Q. They were securing while you cleaned the gun?
A. Yes.
Q. What was you position on the perimeter that night?

Were you given a certain sector of fire?
A, Right, you always have a certain sector of fire.

Q. Were you on the north or the south part of the peri-
meter, or west? I don't think you'd be firing out to the sea.

A. No, something like. I guess--I was overlapping fire
with MILUS.
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Q. Okay, crossfire with MILUS. Which direction were .
ybu facing, north or south? Do you recall? See your map over
there. You would have been about right in there in that

split of land. Do you remember the direction that your

sector of fire covered?

A. This trail that comes here, and back over here,
and back down here.

Q. Okay, your sector was out toward the west, north
and west. What did you do, did you have watch on the gun all
night? : :

A. We pulled an hour on, an hour off. I mean an hour
on and 2 off. Three men in position.

Q. One on and 2 off. Is that normal? How come you
‘didn't do 2 on and 4 off?

A. Not normally; it depends. That's the way we usu-
ally do it. But in Pinkville we probably had more than 50
percent alert and probably two on while one sleeps.

Q. Do you recall anything happening that night
unusual?

A. No.

Q. When you started moving out the next morning, the

point moved out. I guess they had that girl with them again.
Do you remember if she had a rope on her?

A, She did have a rope on her.

Q. Did they always put a rope on the point--whoever
is cut in front of them on the point?

A. Not always, because that was about the first time
that we ever used Vietnamese to walk point.

Q. And where was the rope tied around her?

A. Around the waist.

Q. Did your squad follow the point?

A. My squad brought up the rear.
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Q. Again?
A. Again.
Q. When you moved out from the south back to the north

on the 1l6th, did they ever alternate the lead squad or did
you stay the second squad the whole time?

A, We alternated the next morning. We came back to
the bridge.

Q. You mean on the 17th?

A, I mean on ﬁhe 17th.
Q. I'm talking about after you spent the night up

there on the beach. That next morning, were you still the--

A, (Interposing) I was in the rear until we got
to the village.

Q. Okay, until you got back down to the village.
A, Right.

Q. Now what happened when you moved back toward the
bridge?

A. When we got back toward the bridge I heard an ex-

plosion and firing, and I got the order to come to the front.
The number 2 gun had jammed. So I came up front. And the
M-79 round was falling, and a little bit of everything was
falling around by then.

Q.. Where were they firing? What was the direction of
fire?
A. They was firing in the direction that we had—--they

were going in the same village that we came through that morn-
ing. .

Q. Same village. Now weculd you give me the order or.
sequence of this. Did this explosion occur first or did the
firing occur first?

A. I think the explosion occured first.
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Q. Did the firing sound like it was our fire or was
it fire coming in?

A. : I couldn't tell because--~

Q. (Interposing) When you moved up, you say the
number 2 gun jammed?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. When you moved up to take its place, was there any
fire coming in? )

A. When I moved up to take his place I just started
firing., I didn't think about it.

Q. But you couln't tell whether you were receiving any.
fire? :

A. I couldn't tell. My main objective was to give them

some support so they could try to maneuver.

Q. All right. When you were firing, you were firing
into the village?

A, What had been the village. We burned it down.

Q. Okay, you were firing into the village that you had
burned the day before.

A, _ - Right.

Q. Now where were you firing with relation to the

troops? Were you all on line firing?

A. We were on line because we came up to the bridge
like this.

Q. Nobody had started moving toward the village or
anything? :

A, Eventually they started moving toward it. I don't

think anybody was moving toward it by the time I got there.
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0. All right. About this time, did a chopper come in
and evacuate? There was a man wounded, TAYLOR was wounded,
lost his foot. He was wounded by a mine or a booby trap?

A, .I--personally I don't know. He said it was a mine.

Q. Did you see the area that he was wounded in? Did
you see him?

A I didn't see the area. The only thing I saw--I
had to set up security for the chopper coming in.

Q. When you were brought forward when the number 2 gun
was out, was that the purpose of your moving forward, to set
up security for the chopper?

A, The purpose of me moving forward was to give fire
support.
Q. Fire support, and then after that you were to se-

cure the chopper?
A. Secure the area for the chopper.

Q " All right. Did you move to do that or did you stay
in the same location?

A, I had to move from the back element up front to
give them support of fire. From the position I was in, I
had to move around to set up security for the chopper.

Q. But the choppexr came in pretty close to where you
were located--

A. (Intexrposing) Right.

Q. | And took TAYLOR out. Did anybody go out with him?
A, I don't know.

Q{ Was this a medical hélicopter, a dustoff, or was

it a slick; or was it a command and control ship?
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A. I'm not sure.

A
Q. - Anybody get off of it?
A. If I'm not mistaken, it was probably a command

chopper. I think someone got--1I'm not sure, but I think
someone got off because it seems like I can remember we had
about two interpreters with us all day that day.

Q. And you don't know when they came in?

A. I cduldn't say for sure.

Q. Were these Vietnamese interpreters?

A. They were.

Q. Were they in uniform?

A. They was in uniform.

Q. In ARVN Uniform?

A. Right.

Q. The chopper came in and evacuated TAYLOR. Now was

the chopper escorted by gunships or did you see any gun-
ships?

A, The gunships came in the area. They called the gun-
ships. ' _

Q. _ When was that, after the evacuation or before?

A. ' That one I'm not sure.

Q. Can't remember. Did the gunships make some firing
passes?

A, Yes, they made firing passes.

Q. How many?

AQ I don't know, it was a little too close for me.

Q. Where was the target? Was it that village again, or--
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A. (Interposing) The village again.

Q. And were they flying down the coast of--

A. (Interposing) They were flying down the trail,
coming over, down the trail.

Q. Right over the same trail you had walked?

A, They was firing on the trail we were going down.
0. Firing into that village, and you don't know how

many passes they made. What type of ordnance were they
using? Was it rockets or machineguns?.

A. They were using rockets and miniguns.

Q. Miniguns?

A, Yes.

Q. Two choppers or more?

A. I think it was two.

Q. Did you happen to see a bubble, LOH, around there?
A. .I can‘t say. I would say that I did.

Q. You mentioned that you had a couple of interpreters.

Do you feel they weren't with you that night?

A. They could have Eeena
'Q. You think they could have been there that night?
A, They could have been because it was very seldom

that I got a chance to get back to around the platoon leader
and so forth. They could have been there.

Q. If they had come in that morning, before TAYLOR was
~hit, how would they have gotten in?

(MADISON) 38 APP T-254

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

20



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

A. I don't know.

Q. But.you-think they were there at that time?

A. I believe they were.

Q. Or approximately the time they came in to evacuate
TAYLOR?

A. They would have had to be there then.

Q. Why ?

A. All I know is I saw them the next day.

Q. You don't remember exactly when. |

A. - I don't remembexr when.

Q. Now TAYIOR was evacuated, the gunships made their
gun passes, an undetermined number, and then what happened?
A. After that they went through searching and we kept
~going on down the trail. '

Q. B Company crossed the bridge? The rest of the
company?
A, I think so. And we went on down the trail burning

villages.

Q. So when B Company crossed the bridge, was this af-
ter--how long after the gunship runs?

A. I couldn't exactly say but it couldn't have been
too long, because we were supposed to meet there the next
morning. We were supposed to meet and, I think, we were sup-
posed to secure the bridge for the company to come across.

Q. All right. The company moved south. Do you re-
member where your platoon was in the company, in the rear

or the front?

A. No, sir, I can't.
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Q. You say as they moved south they were burning the
villages. Was this direction for burning the village given

to any particular unit or element? Was it a platoon respon-
sibility or a squad responsibility, or was it just information
passed out to burn the village?

A. Well, again, I wouldn't know.

Q. You didn't hear how this instruction was carried
out?

A. Well, we hadn't heard anything, at least I hadn't

heard anything since the day that they said we were going out
on search and destroy.

Q. I see. In other words, nothing was passed down
as far as you know about burning from the lst Platoon's
standpoint?

A, Not since the first day we went out.

Q. Well, the burning that went on down there, did that
appear to be planned beforehand by B Company or was this as

a result of the instructions to search and destroy? Was it
the other two platoons that had come over the bridge that

were doing this, or was it the lst Platoon that was burning?

A. The whole company was burning.

Q. Now as you moved down south, did you encounter any
more resistance? ' ‘

A. Not that I caa think of, because we went all the
way to the water and turned around and came back.

Q. Did you run into many civilians in that area?

A. We ran into a lot of civilians down there.

Q. Down south?

A. That's back down this way.

Q. Yes.

A, We ran into a lot of civilians down there. If

fact, something like an island sits off out in there. Civ-
ilians came out of there i1if I'm not mistaken.
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Q. Now you moved back down from the bridge and you
kept going south? I don't know, you were probably inland.
You weren't along the sea, or were you? ,

A. This is the--

Q. (Interposing) That's the bridge right up there,
over to the right a little bit. No, this is a little further
down.

A. Well we came across the bridge and we came all the
way down here. It looks like an island or something out in
here.

Q. There's a couple of islands indicated down there
in the channel of the river. You could be thinking of the
next day where there's a big village up there, where the
MEDCAP came. in.

A. We came down here and turned around and went back
up to Pinkville.

Q. So you remember that?

A, I remember that.

Q. But the area that you're talking aboﬁt when you
saw a number of civilians was on the way south?

A. Pardon.

Q. The area where you saw the number of civilians,‘or

one area, was as you moved south? You were burning those vil-
lages down there?

A. Right. After we came back to the village where the
bridge was, then we started receiving fire. So we left and

we came all the way through here, almost--right out to the
water.

Q. . Right out to the water.. And this is where you were
burning the villages?
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A, We stopped burning the villages someplace along
in here.

Q. Why?

A. I don't know. I don't know why they stopped, but

they didn't burn any out here.

MR WALSH: Are you thinking about an area where there was a
big village and you collected together a lot of people, hun-
dreds of people on the beach?

A. Maybe I'm going the wrong way, but I thought it
was up here where we collected a lot of people, on the beach
where we laagered that night and had a MEDCAP.

COL WILSON: You've got it right, but it sounds like there's

a couple of things there that you might have mixed in on the
time basis. You moved south and as you originally said you
were burning villages going south. I think they still had the
girl on the point. I'm not sure about that.

A. They turned her loose, untied her. She was still
with the unit. They took the rope off her and let her walk
on.

Q. You were going south, burning, and yocu hit the
southern tip down there. Then you went back and you went in-
to a laager position that night. Do you remember that?

A. Right.

Q. So peint cut about where that laager was. You

went into a laager position still south of that bridge and
actually somewhere right in there. Actually down there on that
point, there could have been a helicopter coming down there,’
if you recall. Colonel BARKER could have been down there

for a short period. Do you remember it was very hot that

day. You had to move a long way.

A. It was hot. When we moved into that fire, it was
even hotter.
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MR WALSH: When you were moving down there, were you doing a
lot of firing?

A. : After the gunships came through the village down
there, we-~I can't recall any more fire after that, after we
came through that village down there at the bridge.

Q. Some people were pretty upset over TAYLOR getting
wounded, and they had quite a bit of firing that day while
moving down there. You don't remember it that way?

‘A. I can't recall that after we passed through the
village.

LTC NOLL: What about demolitions?

A. They blew those the first day we got there.
Q. How about further south?
A, There weren't too many blown down there.

MR WALSH: Did you run into many civilians down that way?
A. There was a lot of them down on the island.

COL WILSON: Are you talking about an island? Do you mean
across the river? Were these people you contacted or were

these people across the river?

A, _ ~ We didn't contact them, they were--a sandbar- was
out in there and they were out there.

Q. - What were they doing?

A, I don't know. )
Q. Nobody from the company talked to them?

A, I don't know. |

Q. They were some distance from you?

A, It was a great distance out there. I don't know
exactly where it was. :
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Q. When you laagered that night, do you remember get-
ting a hot meal?

A, We had a hot meal that night.

Q. Do you remember bringing in any supplies?:

A, No, not that I can remember.

Q. Do you remember that day--you talked about earlier

a couple of interpreters. Do you remember any other Vietnam-
ese, or U.S. MI, or U.S. photographers, or anybody like that
joining the company and going south with you?

A. I can't recall.
Q. Do you remember any of them coming in that night

with the rations, with the hot chow, anybody strange coming
in?

A, I wouldn't have seen them anyway.

Q. You weren't around where the helicopter came in?
A. Right.

Q. And up until this time you hadn't seen anybody

except those two interpreters you referred to that wasn't
in the platocon. You didn‘t see a guy running around with a
MACV patch on and a camera, did you?

A, Not that I can recall.

Q. Did you have a camera?

A. Pardon.

Q. Did you carry a camera with you?

A, No, sir.

Q. Do vou know of anvbody that did?

A, Well, quite a few of them tried it, but you took

a few pictures and couldn't get them developed.
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Who had a camera, do you know?

CARDINES had one. I had one.in the beginniﬁg.
Who had one on this operation?

I don't know who had one on this operation.

The gunships fired into the village. Then did

the company line up and sweep through the village?

A.
Q.
A'

Q.

We swept through.
Did you find anything?
No, not that I know of.

Do you recall one platoon engaging two VC in the

afternoon this day, moving south?

A.
Q.
A.

MR WALSH:

I can't recall.
Do you recall searching for any mines?
The point team would run into those first.

Let me ask you, did you hear any conversations that

evening in the laager area among the men about how many VC were
killed that day?

A.
toon.

0.

We never did talk too much about that in our pla-

Did you hear anything about the point team talking

about how many people they killed that day?

A.
Q.

A.' )

(MADISON)

No, I didn't.
All day long, did you see any dead bodies?

No, I didn't.
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Q. Did anybody tell you they had seen any?
A, You hear a lot. Every guy has a war story.
Q. What I'd like you to do is try as hard as you can

to remember what anybody might have told you at that time.

A, I can't really say, because I wasn't paying any
attention anyway. So if they wculd have told me, I've for-
gotten.

LTC NOLL: Do you know of anybody that went along behind the
platoon and examined these bunkers that were blown up, locked
for bodies inside?

A. Not that I know of.

0. Did you hear any stories about a number of people
killed inside the bunkers?

aA. No, sir.

COL WILSON: In the laager position the night of the 17th
with the company, and you moved out the next morning, do you
remember if this day there were any ARVN with you or not? Do
you remember seeing any interpreters?

A. I can't say. They would have been in the middle
of the company anyway. Unless they had to pass by us, I
never would have seen them.

Q. As you moved on up to the north, you got into an
area where there wer= some pretty big villages. Do you re-
member that? Do you remember a fishpond up there, a big pond?
It could have been dry?

A. I couldn't really say.

(The witness was given' an orientation on aerial
photograph P-185.)

Q. Do you remember coming up here intc this village
and rounding up a bunch of Vietnamese? Do you remember what
you did? Did you go on sweeps or did you stay here?

A. We went through, collected all the people, and
brought them back up to this village, back this way.
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Q. Up to this village here? 1In other words, you kept
on going this way?

A. Right.

Q. Do you remember whether you moved along the beach

or whether you moved--

A. '(Interposing) I was along the beach.

Q. And you jﬁst sent the villagers back?

A. Right, sent them back.

Q. Now did you stay out all day?

A. - We stayed out there all day. After we got every-
body back up there, we set up around there all day.

Q. And the villagers all went back here. What time
did you go back?

A, We laageféd down there someplace.

Q. : You went back before dark?

A, Yes.

Q. By the time you got back, had the medical personnel
already come in there?

A, I saw the choppers coming. I didn't know what was
happening. :

Q. You saw the choppers coming while you were out mak-

ing the sweep?

A, Yes, sir.
Q. How many were there, do you recall?
"~ A, I don't recall.
Q. What did they do, land out on the beach?
A, They landed up in here, that village up there. It

was secure after we had gotten all the people up there. I don't
know what happened up there.
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Q. Okay, the choppers came in. Was the medical team
there when you got back?

A. I never did get back up where all those people were.
Q. You never did? Where did you go?
A. We was down there setting up security and clearing

out the laager position.

Q. The people were left back in that area, and then
the company closed into the laager area for the night?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. When they came into the laager area, did you see

any Vietnamese or interpreters or ARVN personnel with the
company?

A. I think so.

Q. Did you see any MI personnel, military intelligence
personnel? You might not recognize them except they would
be strangers?

A. I can't say.

Q. When they came back into the laager area, when the
company closed back in and the civilians were left back there,
did you see any of the medical personnel that had been con-
ducting the MEDCAP that night?

A. No, siz.
Q. When they came back into the laager area, B Company

came back in there, did you cbserve the operations or pro- -
cedures of the Vietnamese and interrogators?

A, Not that I know of.
Q. Did you see any Americans interrogating Vietnamese?
A. Not that I know of. We had two walking in front

of us clearing the area.
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Q. You had them working for you?

A. Right, we had them walking in front of us.

Q. For mines?

A, Yes.

Q. But I mean on the baéis of interrogating them, was

anybody--did you see anybody interrogating the Vietnamese
back there?

A. Not that I know of.

Q. Mi personnel, Vietnamese, or other U.S. types in-
terrogating?

A. I didn't see them.

Q. | Did you hear of any mistreétment of Vietnamese

suspects or Vietnamese in this area?

A, No.

Q. You didn't hear anything like this?

A. No.

Q. You didn't hear about any getting theif fingers

cut off or anything like that at any time during this opera-
tion?

A, . No, sir.

Q. - Did you hear about any abnormal procedures for
questioning Vietnamese up here? .

A. No, sir.

Q. Okay. You got back into the perimeter and set it
up. What happened?

A, Well, in the laager position later that night we
got hit. We got hit by mortar and so forth.

Q. What time that night did you get hit?
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I couldn't say for sure. I was third gquard, thirxd

or fourth guard. I was on guard when it happened.

Q.
A.
Q.
A,
Q.

A.

Were you awake when the mortar started firing?

.Yes, sir.

Did you see the muzzle blast?
I did.
How far away was it?

I couldn't tell how far away it was. All I know

is I saw it flash. WILLIAMS, he was there too. He saw it

also. But

I didn't realize it was the flash of mortars until

they started dropping. They kept flashing and kept dropping

down there.

returning fire out there.

So I started to fire, return fire. I had started
I fired in my sector and I noticed

the other sector wasn't firing. I fired all my ammo. In the
meantime, I had gotten more ammo. During the time

they was dropping they got MILUS because they was firing

air assault and M-79 over into the area. But at first--

Q.

A.

Q.
small arms

(Interposing) How far was MILUS from you?
MILUS was about, I'd say 50 meters.

When the mortar began to fire, was it preceded by
fire? Did you receive any small arms fire after

you began firing?

A,

I think we had small arms fire right after that.

It seems about the time the first mortar exploded we were
receiving small arms fire.

Q.
A.
Q.
A.
Q.

A.

(MADISON)

Did Sergeant VANN fire countermortar fire?
I couldn't tell.

Couldn't hear at all the 81?

I started--

(Interposing) You started firing?

I couldn't hear anything.
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Q. During the day did you see any artillery fire coming
in there? It would have been later in the afternoon?

A. The only artillery fire I seen was during the laager
position that night.

Q. What about a Vietnamese woman who was wounded. Did
you see a wounded Vietnamese woman brought into the laager area?

A. I didn't.

Q. | bid YOu hear about one leg missing, a leg injured?

A. I'm'not for sure, but I can't recall.

Q. | Now when you got the mortar fire and MILUS was killed

and the other people were wounded, did you get an evacuation
chopper in there?

A, Yes.

Q. . Were‘they escorted by gunships?

A, There were gunships. Gunships came in, and the med-
evac chopper came in. :

Q. _ -They took out the casualties. Did the gunships stay

there all night?

A. ‘ - The gunships didn't stay there all night. We had
what we called "Puff the Magic‘Dragon."

Q. He was in there most of the night? Was he firing
all night?

A, He fired awhile.

Q. Intermittently. Did anything other than that happen

during the night? I wonder where all these people were? I
guess they were in the bunkers?

A, I don't know where they were.

Q. Did anything else happen that night?

A Not that I can recall.
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Q. I want to see if I can get your fire team down.
Your fire team was composed of whom?

A. Jerry WARNER, énd I don't know this other man.
Q. Just you and WARNER énd one other man?

A, Just us, assistant gunner and aﬁmo bearer.

Q. STRACHAN and STEINBRECHER, it wasn't either one
of them?

A, No;.sir. STRACHAN was on the nﬁmber 2 gun with
MILUS.

Q. | He was with MILUS? Who did MILUS have?

A, MILUS had--

Q. (Interposing) STRACHAN?

A, . A néw man, I don't know who he was.

Q. What about WARNER.

A. | ' That's Jerry WARNER, he was with me.

Q. " How about STEINBRECHER? |

A, - STEINBRECHER had gotten wounded earlier, so he
was in the hopital. : '

Q. So STRACHAN was the only one you remember with
MILUS that night?

A. | Yes.

Q. MILUS had number 27

A. Number 2.

Q. You had number 1.

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Did you know Terry REID?
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A. Yes, sir.
Q. : Where was he assigned, where was he working?
A. I can't recall. First he was a grenadier, then

a rifleman. I don't know whether he came to the machlnegun
squad or the weapons squad or not. I think he was. I
think he did go over to the number 2 gun, I'm not sure.

Q. You never did know the interpreter from B Com-
pany, a man named PHU, Sergeant PHU, is that right? I
showed you a couple of pictures of him and you didn't iden-
tify them. He used to be up around fire base Dottie a lot.

A. Vietnamese?

Q. Yes.

A, The name rings a bell.

Q. Let me show you a couple more pictures that

- might--this is photo P-66, do you recognize anybody in there?
A, I'm not sure, this guy looks 1like Jimmy JENKINS.
Q. It's not. You don't recognize either one of

these people here, these Vietnamese? Here's a different
angle (P-67).

A, I don't recognize them.

Q. What's the normal procedure for a body count?
Has somebody got to see the body, or is it an estimate?

A, Well, I think the first body count we got when
we was over there was by chopper.

Q. Is that right, by chopper?

A, That's the way this was done because we didn't

~get out there ourselves.

Q. I can't blame you. Was this out in Pinkville?

A, This was--I guess it was in our area of operations.
Q. The day that you went back up, when you moved
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from the laager area on the 18th to the village up there in
the north by the fishpond where you got all the people rounded
up. for the MEDCAP, you said you stopped burning villages. Is
this the place where you stopped?

A. 'We stopped going south. Going back north we
didn't burn anything either.

Q. You stopped going south. Why, do you know?
A. I don't know.

Q. Did you change your operations any after that

time? Was there any difference in your operations after this
operation was .over in tactics or procedures?

A. No, not too much. After that we went back to
Colonel ADKINS. Right after that, we went back over. His -
operation was completely different from Colonel BARKER alto-

gether.
Q. Is that right? How was that?

A, Well, I guess by being a task force we'd more or

less CA in and stay about 5 days, and go up to a fire base,

and back out in the field again. But with Colonel ADKINS we
stayed out in the=- .

Q. (Interposing) You stayed out in the area?

A, Yes.

0. Didn't ever go back to the fire base?

A. You got back very seldoﬁ°

0. | You mean you just stayed out there and walked

around all the time, never did get back to a bunker? It
was better to be with BARKER then, back there with your
old battalion.

A. » I think so.

Q. Do you have any knowledge of any investigation
or inquiry being made after this operation?
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No, sir.

~

Nobody ever questiohed that you know cf, asked

about the operation? You were never gquestioned?

A.

Q.

No.

Did you ever hear any rumors about C Company or

B Company killing civilians?

A,

Q.

by anybody?

A.

Q.

that there
Vietnamese
area?

A.

Q.

A.
~gations.

Q.
A.

Q.
she fed?

A.

Q.

No, sir.

Were you ever told not to discuss this operation

No, sir.

Do you know of any time during this operation

was any torturing or maltreatment by U.S. or
military against the Vietnamese population of this
No, sir.

I'm talking primarily about interrcgations.

No, sir, I would not know anything about interro-

No mistreatment?

Not that I've seen.

This woman that was with the point group, was

Yes, sir.

Did you hear any time during this operation about

any rapes occurring out there?

Ao

,Q'
company ?

‘Ac

(MADISON)

.

No, sir.

Do you know of any problem with marijuana in the
No, sir.
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Q. If you go back home and you find that you ve got _
anything that might assist us, like a photograph, or a letter,
or a tape recordlng, or something that might help us in this
investigation, we'd like to hear from you and make arrangements
to get it. I don't know if you have anything like that or
not, but if you do you might find something in your baggage

or goods that you haven't unpacked. Major THOMAS will give
you his number before you leave. You can call us if you run
across somethlng that might be of assistance. We're primari-
ly intérested in this area in this time period of 4 or 5 days.
You might find a photograph or something, you can't tell. Do
you have any further testimony or any statements to make that
might assist us? /

A. Nc. That's about all I can think of, that I was

sure of.
Q. Mr. MADISON, I request that you not discuss your

testimony in this investigation with others including other
witnesses before the investigation except as you may be
required to do so before competent legislative, administra-
tive, or judicial body. Any questions on that?

A. No.

70L WILSON: The hearing will be recessed.

(The hearing recessed at 1700 hours, 27 January
1970.) '
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY

WITNESS: MICHENER, Morris G.

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 22 January 1970
PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon
WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A

COUNSEL: None

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: Rifleman, First Platoon,
B/4/3.

1. BACKGROUND INFORMATION.

The witness joined Bravo Company when it was stationed
in Hawaii in April of 1967 (pg. 2). He was with the unit
the entire time except for a short TDY period in June 1968
(pg. 3).

2. PRIOR TRAINING IN RULES OF LAND WARFARE.

The witness did not recall any specific training in
handling of PWs prior to leaving dawaii (pg. 3). He
stated that they had general training on treatment of
prisoners and on the Geneva Conventions (pg. 3). In Vietnam,
they had general in-countyy training and a review of the
Geneva Conventions in platoon-size classes (pg. 4). The
class was given by someone from outside of the company
(pg. 4). The witness had seen Exhibit M-2, "Nine Rules",
and stated that he was given one of the cards at either
the in-country training or when they left Hawaii (pgs. 4, 5).
The witness had seen Exhibit M-3 "The Enemy in Your Hands",
and had been issued one of those cards (pg. 5). He stated
they had one class on the cards in which the cards were
explained (pg. 5). They were also instructed that if they
captured any Vietnamese they were to report them to the
platoon leader, who would handle them (pg. 6). If a
Vietnamese was fleeing, they were to shout, "Dung Lai" three
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times and if he did not stop, they were to fire over his
head. 1If the people still did not stop, they were to shoot
to wound (pg. 6). The witness did not recall this training
being repeated in the company but stated that it had been

given in Hawaii as well as in Vietnam (pg. 6). He stated
they were told to report any mistreatment of civilians to
their squad leader, but that it was lax (pg. 7). He did

not recall any training regarding the obedience of illegal
orders though there were discussions on it outside the
classroom and remembered the platoon leader, Lieutenant
SPRAGGINS, being asked about it. He did not know if they
ever received an answer (pg. 7).

3. PREOPERATIONAL PLANS AND BRIEFINGS.

a. Briefing by Sergeant LIAS.

The witness recalled a briefing being given by
Sergeant LIAS on the evening of 15 March. The squad
was called together and told they would combat assault
by helicopter into an area known as Pinkville (pg. 8).
The landing zone was pointed out to them on a map and they
were told that after landing they were to deploy and await
further orders from the company commander (pg. 8). They
were to sweep the area and look for VC and VC sympathizers
(pg. 8). There were no instructions given to the squad
concerning destruction of hootches, the burning of
the villages, or the destroying of food and animals
(pg. 10). They were told to check any tunnels they
found, which was usually done by Specialist GARDINAS (pg.l1l0).
They were to gather up the individuals, collect them into
one area, and search the hootches (pg. 10). The witness
stated that he thought this was a normal sweep-type Operation
(pg. 11). They were warned about mines and booby traps,
and expected to encounter some VC in the area (pg. 11). They
were also told that it was a company-size operation and
they were informed where the various platoons would be
located (pg. 12). His platoon was to move to a little island
and search the hootches while the rest of the company stayed

on the mainland across the bridge (pg. 12). The area was
broadcast into before they went in, so they felt that anyone
left would be VC or VC sympathizers (pg. 64). The witness

felt that it was a normal operation but said it might have
been a search and destroy (pg. 68). He said they had not

conducted any search and destroy operations prior to this

and he distinguished this type of operation from a search
and clear (pgs. 68, 69).
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b. Briefing by Lieutenant WILLINGHAM.

The witness stated that Lieutenant WILLINGHAM
was their platoon leader having taken over the platoon
shortly before the operation (pg. 17). He said that
WILLINGHAM called them all together after their squad
briefing and reiterated what Sergeant LIAS had told them
(pg. 17). He stated that normally the CP would be in the
middle of the column with one squad ahead of them and' two
squads behind (pg. 18). WILLINGHAM may have also mentioned
the fact that the area had been broadcasted to (pg. 64).

c. Order of march for the platoon. -

The witness stated they had a three man point squad
which was always the point regardless of the order of march
(pg. 15). They were to move in a single file to the bridge
and the first squad would be last in the order of march
(pg. 15). The second and third squads would be ahead of
him (pg. 15). They would be accompanied by an FO from the
mortar platoon. A minesweeper would normally be with the
point (pg. 16). He stated that Specialist TAYLOR normally
carried the minesweeper and that the point was also composed
of Specialist HOOTON and Specialist TITTLE (pg. 16).

4, ASSAULT ACTIVITIES.

a. Activities on 16 March.

(1) Laﬂding and initial movement.

The witness stated that the whole company was
loaded at LZ Uptight (pg. 18). He was on the second lift
(pgs. 90, 96). The aircraft went in to the landing zone
over the sea and the doorgunners began firing when they
came over the coastline -and continued until the helicopter
touched down (pg. 19). On the final approach, they fired
for approximately one minute towards the front (pg. 20).

He did not recall circling the landing zone but he said

they made a straight approach landing (pg. 24). His
helicopter was on the right-hand side of the V formation
(pg. 20). The aircraft landed in a cornfield facing north,
and he jumped out of the right-hand door and ran past the
aircraft (pgs. 18, 19). They were located approximately 200
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vyards at the most from the trail that leads to the bridge
(pg. 20). He recalled a few houses on the trail and said
they moved approximately 100 yvards down the trail to a

rice paddy. He recalled a demolished large pink building
which they passed when the trail made a turn to the right
(pgs. 21, 22). He stated that his platoon was firing cover
fire when they left the aircraft. They were told to fire to
their front as they ran towards a little hedgerow which

was located to their right (pg. 22). They then grouped up
and spread along the trail where they waited approximately
one-half hour during which they heard explosions (pg. 22).
He heard the explosions to his left rear before they got

to the pagoda and they stopped their slow movement and
watched out for snipers (pg. 24). The two explosions were
just a few moments apart (pg. 25). When they moved down

the trail towards the bridge he did not recall passing a road
that led off to the left with a gate in front of it

(pg. 23).

(2) Activities at the bridge.

The witness stated it took them approximately
an hour and a half to move down the trail to the bridge
(pg. 25). The point squad was sent across with the mine-
sweeper and then the platoon moved across the bridge. The
witness did not recall any resistance at the bridge (pg. 25).
He did not recall any casualties in the area and stated
that he was pulling rear security. He stated when he crossed
the bridge, they set up and they began searching the hootches
(pg. 27). The area north and south of the bridge for about
300 to 400 meters was searched (pg. 28). Each squad was
assigned an area by the squad leader and they put down their
equipment and began searching (pg. 28). The witness and
Private First Class WILLIAMS guarded the equipment and were
later joined by Private First Class WARNER (pg. 28). He
described the disposition of the squad as follows: the
machinegun crew consisting of MADISON and WARNER went to-
gether (pg. 29); FERNANDEZ and GARCIA were another team (pg. 30);
generally, HOOTON and TITTLE went together along with
TAYLOR who was on the point team (pg. 30); Sergeant LIAS
and a Specialist LITTLE stayed together (pg. 30); JONES
and REID usually went off together (pg. 31); and HALL and
HOLMES from the second squad usually paired together (pg. 31).
The witness stated they were looking for booby traps,mines,
and tunnel entrances but they did not find any (pg. 32). He

(MICHENER) 4 SUM APP T-209

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

76

20



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

stated there was one hootch about 50 meters from the end

of the bridge but there were no hootches immediately at the
end of the bridge (pg. 32). He described the trail which
ran north and south as entering the village from the north,
making a left, and running for 50 meters, and then running
to the south (pg. 33). He stated there were a number of
hootches at the turn but he did not go up that far (pg.33).
He said that he did not see any inhabitants in the area
although the hootches looked lived in (pg. 33). He did not
recall an 81 mm mortar crossing the bridge and setting up
to the 1left (pgs. 33, 34). He felt that it stayed on the
other side (pg. 33). The platoon was spread out as they
approached the bridge and he was not in a position to know
what went on up front because the trail turned and the

area was overgrown with brush (pg. 34). He felt that per-
haps there were one or two rounds of sniper fire but he was
not sure (pg. 34). He did not think the rest of the company
came across the bridge. He recalled the platoon sergeant
sending the second squad straight up the road to where it
curved to the right, and the first squad set up an the left
(pg. 35). He stated that they had lunch by the bridge

and he approximated the time as being 1030 hours (pg. 35).

(3) Movement of the unit after searching the

village.

The witness stated the platoon regrouped
and moved to the north (pg. 36). He stated as they moved
past the bridge they saw some civilians over on the beach
and a helicopter was called in from which an interpreter

came and questioned the people (pg. 36). At that spot,
chow was flown into them and they set up their night
defensive position (pg. 36). They set up on the ocean side

of a bridge from which they could see hootches across from
them and lights during the night (pg. 37). He stated they
were set up in the middle of sand dunes, forming "a

platoon ambush" (pgs. 37, 38). They were to guard the area
to the north and & element from the company was left to guard
the bridge (pg. 38). He stated he remembered seeing the
fishing traps and a demolished bridge in this area (pg.39).
In discussing the people on the beach, he said that he
recalled an interpreter along with others getting off

the helicopter (pg. 40). He said there was a captain or

a lieutenant with them but he did not remember any particular
articles of clothing on the o ficer (pgs. 40, 41). The
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people on the beach were questioned for 30 to 45 minutes
and the majority were released. A few were taken off in
the helicopter (pg. 41). They did not take the people to
their night defensive position, which they tried to conceal
from the people by moving north and then under darkness
moving back again (pg. 41). Before finally getting into
the night defensive position they burned some hootches
which appeared to be abandoned (pgs. 43, 44). This was
because of orders that were passed down the line and these
were the first hootches that were burned that day (pg.44).
He recalled in an earlier period, TAYLOR had found a booby
trap by the bridge (pgs. 44, 45). He recalled no incidents
in the movement to the night defensive position (pg. 45).

(4) Activities during the night.

The witness stated that they dug into the
sandy terrain on the western perimeter of the defensive
position and looked to the west across the river (pgs. 46,
47). They worked in two hour shifts. The witness felt
that he was on from 2200 to 2400 hours that night and
0400 to 0600 hours the next morning. The only event that
he noticed was the lights across the river in a village
(pgs. 46, 47). He said it is possible that he heard firing
across the river but he was not sure (pg. 46).

b. Activities on 17 March.

(1) 1Initial movement.

The squad woke up, ate breakfast, and began
the movement towards the bridge (pg. 48). They moved in a
column and moved slowly (pg. 48). They used the same order
as the previous day with the witness bringing up the rear.
When the first of the column got to the bridge, he heard an
explosion and the word was passed back that Specialist TAYLOR
had stepped on a mine (pg. 48). He estimated that this was
at approximately 0900 hours, thinking that they moved rather
slowly (pgs. 48, 49). He was located about 100 to 150 meters
from the end of the bridge (pg. 48). He saw a medevac
chopper come in and evacuate TAYLOR approximately one half
hour after the explosion (pg. 49). He did not see the
chopper land because of trees (pg. 50). He stated that
people were upset about TAYILOR (pg. 53), and stated that
possibly people were looking for revenge for what happened
to him (pg. 60). He stated the point team, who all were very
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close to TAYLOR, were very upset (pg. 67). After TAYLOR
was evacuated gunships were called in. They came in from
the north and sprayed the entire area, making three passes
(pg. 50). He stated there were two gunships and they
fired in the area southeast of the bridge (pg. 51). He
stated that on the first pass they were shooting over the
men in the platoon and a round landed between WILLIAMS'

legs (pg. 51). He did not recall any rockets being fired
and stated that it was doorgunners firing on the first
pass (pg. 51). Although the witness felt that TAYLOR was

medevac'd at approximately 0945 hours, when he was told that
the log indicated that it was 0810 hours when TAYLOR tripped
the mine, he agreed that it was possible and said that

the gunships came in 10 to 15 minutes after the medevac,
making it about 0900 hours (pg. 52). After the helicopters
sprayed the area the rest of the company moved across the
bridge and moved south of the bridge down a little

peninsula on a search and destroy mission (pg. 53). He
stated that after TAYLOR was evacuated they were ordered

to search and burn the hootches (pg. 53). He heard the lead
elements firing (pg. 54). He described the order of march

as the second or third platoons moving on the ocean side

of the beach in a southerly direction, with another platoon
moving on the edge of the beach and the first platoon moving
down the middle (pg. 54). His platoon was on a path with
the first squad in the lead (pg. 54). He stated that as
they moved, he was carrying the mine detector which TAYLOR
had had (pgs. 54, 55). While he was still in the rear, the
unit had captured two Vietnamese males, one of whom was in
his 20's and the other was old (pg. 55). These people were
placed in front of him as human mine detectors and the
witness stated that he moved 30 to 40 feet behind them down
the trail (pgs. 55, 56). The people were considered as VC
suspects and were used until they arrived at the first
village at which time they were sent to the rear (pgs. 61,
98).

(2) Activities as they moved.

The witness stated that as each hootch was
searched it was destroyed and burned (pg. 56). This continued
all the way south through each village (pgs. 56, 57). They
gathered up the people as they went through (pg. 57). He
stated that soldiers were dropping grenades into the bunkers
but he did not see any civilians killed (pg. 58). He did not
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hear anything about people being killed in the village

but he did hear that people were killed as grenades were
dropped into the bunkers (pg. 58). He did hear of an
incident when the machinegunners were spraying a village

in which MADISON fired at a naked woman (pg. 59). When they
arrived at the end of the peninsula they rested for
approximately one half hour and then started back north

(pg. 60). They moved all the way back up to the bridge
using the same path and searched for anything they might have
missed (pg. 61). They set up at approximately 1600 hours
before they got to the bridge, in the area of the first
village they had encountered that day (pg. 61). He
described their receiving sniper fire while they were

in chow line (pg. 61).

(3) The use of demolitions on bunkers.

The witness stated they used so .much TNT
blowing up bunkers they had to call for a resupply of it
(pg. 63). He stated that no one was concerned that people
might be down in the bunkers which struck him as unusual,
but he felt that no one other than VC or VC sympathizers
were supposed to be in the area (pgs. 63, 64). They would
normally use TNT with a stick of C4 wrapped around it.

A fuse was put in it and a blasting cap (pg. 64). The
materials were spread throughout every man in the platoon
but it was the point team that did the demolition work

(pg. 65). The witness did not know if people would check

to see if people were in bunkers and he never heard of such
a thing happening (pg. 65). The witness stated that if anyone
came out of a bunker he would be shot (pg. 67). Most of the
bunkers were in the hootches (pg. 69). Because the witness,
for a certain period, was carrying the mine detector and
clearing a path, he was ahead of the demolition work which
took place behind him (pg. 69). The witness stated that he
was told 85 people had been killed during the day and he
felt that "someone had apparently got down into the bunkers
and counted" (pg. 73). This is because he saw no bodies
(pg. 74). The witness stated he could hear no enemy fire
during this time that the explosions went on behind him

(pg. 98). He distinguished between the sound of an AK-47
and an M-16 (pg. 99). He first heard of people being killed
when he was at the bridge, before they moved south (pg.99).
This was after the first platoon had sprayed the area and
the gunships had fired into it (pg. 99). He stated that

the 85 people who were killed were killed either by that
initial firing or by the demolitions thrown into the bunkers
(pg. 99).
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(4) Treatment of civilians.

The witness stated that the people they
rounded up in the village on their march to the south were
collected in one place (pg. 58). He did not see any
soldiers raping any of the females (pg. 59). The civilians
were gathered into groups which were left behind and he
did not know what happened to them after he left (pg.60).

(5) Activities during the night.

The witness stated that he felt there were
a few civilian detainees in the area at the night defensive
position (pg. 70). He vaguely remembered a woman being
medevac'd with a shoulder wound but he did not recall
any specifics about the incident (pg. 110). He recalled
that during the night they heard firing in an area and
it was rumored that someone tried to break through the
Charlie Company perimeter (pg. 100). They did not fire
back to that area because they thought they would hit their
own people (pg. 75). He did not recall any flares being
used that night while he was on guard (pg. 75).

c. Activities on 18 March.

(1) Initial movement.

The next morning as they passed the bridge
the witness did not recall any activity taking place
(pg. 75). The witness stated that most of the day was spent
collecting people and sending them back to the beach area
{(pg. 76). He was not down on the beach with the people but
he vaguely remembered a MEDCAP team coming in (pg. 77). He
stated that the activities of the platoon consisted generally
in searching the hootches looking for mines, booby traps, and
food caches. He stated that some VC suspects were found
in the group on the beach after interrogation {(pg. 78).
He stated that when they began their movement and moved
south he did not see any bodies but felt that this was
because the bodies were gathered up and buried while they
were in the south (pg. 90). He did not see any Vietnamese
doing this but recalled passing a graveyard that had some
fresh graves in it (pg. 90).
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(2) Activities during the night.

The witness stated that they set up their
night defensive position in the Ky Xuyen (1) area (pg.78).
The first platoon was set up facing to the northeast, the
second platoon was facing north and the third platoon was
facing west (pg. 78). There was nothing on the water

because there were boats out in the area patrolling (pg. 78).

The witness stated that he came off of guard at 0200 hours
on the next morning and as he was walking back, he heard
what he thought were shots (pg. 78). He stated that he
turned and went in back of a sand dune which was four feet
high and started returning fire in the direction of where
he saw what he thought were gun flashes (pg. 79). He
stated he then began hearing explosives all around him and
that the rounds walked through the middle of the perimeter
directly in a line. The first one hit a fox hole in

which there was one of the machinegunners (pg. 79). The
second one hit 200 yards behind him. There was a total

of six rounds that came in. MADISON and the witness fired
towards the spot 150 yards away from them (pg. 79). Someone
reported seeing troops coming through a sniper scope and
everyone around the perimeter began to fire (pg. 79).

They fired for three or four minutes and then stopped and
called in a medevac to medevac the dead and wounded (pg.79).
He stated that Lieutenant WILLINGHAM came to him and asked
him to go 20 yards outside of the perimeter, pull the pin
on a trip flare and throw it into the air (pg. 79). The
witness told WILLINGHAM that "a man could get killed doing
that" but WILLINGHAM gave him a direct order to do it and so
he did (pg. 79). This was done to mark out a position for
the artillery which came in with about ten rounds (pg.79).
They also called in Spooky who fired around the entire area
for approximately one half hour (pg. 79). The unit then
dug in, expecting a major attack in the next hour (pg. 79).

d. Activities on 19 March.

(1) Investigation of the site of the mortar

fire.

The witness stated that the next morning
Captain MICHLES came to his position because he was the
only one WhO had s=en the muzzle flash from the mortar
(pg. 102). He pointed the area out to MICHLES and was then
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sent down with the squad to investigate (pg. 102). They
had two prisoners with them who were used as mine detectors.
The witness did not know where these prisoners came from
(pgs. 80, 102). They reached a spot where they saw "Ho

Chi Minh slick" footprints in the sand. The prints were
deep indicating that equipment was being carried by the
people (pg. 80). They saw where the mortar had been set in
the ground (pygs. 80, 8l). Sergeant LIAS accompanied the first
squad on this mission and began to beat one of the Vietnamese
with his rifle butt (pgs. 82, 102). MICHENER stated that
LIAS put a couple of bruises on the suspect and a bump on
his back (pg. 82). He said that the Vietnamese had put his
head down so that he could not be hit there and LIAS hit
him across the back until he was restrained, possibly by
Sergeant WYATT (pg. 82). Lieutenant WILLINGHAM may have
been there but the witness could not clearly recall (pg.82).
They searched the area and saw that the tracks went into
hootches which were deserted (pg. 83). They took the two
prisoners back to the company's CP where there was a group
of seven or eight prisoners (pg. 83). The first platoon
went back to a certain area where the Vietnamese were to
show them a tunnel entrance. MICHLES accompanied them

(pg. 83). The witness stated that as they went one
prisoner escaped (pg. 83). They then tried to find him,

but could not. He then went to another area where he saw
that the prisoners were sent back one by one, being told
that they would be killed, and the people in the rear would
fire a shot into the air (pg. 83). One of the prisoners
vyelled out and the witness felt that this indicated to the
others what was going on (pg. 83).

(2) Torture of prisoners.

During the afternoon the witness went down
to visit some friends in another platoon and he observed a
Vietnamese interpreter along with some U.S. Army interpreters
questioning suspects (pg. 83). He felt the American was
an E-6 but he did not recognize him. They were torturing one
suspect by hooking wires from a field telephone to various
parts of his body, and then cranking it. He stated that the
witness would scream when this would happen (pg. 84). A
Vietnamese interpreter took one of the prisoners, knocked
him down, started to kick him in the small of the back, and
the man "shit all over himself" (pgs. 84, 102). The witness
felt that these VC suspects had come from the group of
people they had gathered up the day before (pg. 84). After
seeing this, the witness went back to his platoon's position
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for the rest of the day until they were extracted later
in the afternoon (pgs. 85, 102). He did not know what

happened to the rest of the prisoners (pg. 103). . The witness

stated they were extracted at approximately 1500 hours
and went back to either Uptight or Dottie (pg. 86).

5. INVESTIGATIONS CONCERNING THE ASSAULT.

The witness was not questioned upon his return
regarding the mistreatment of civilians or any atrocities
(pg. 86). He thought that he recalled someone else saying
that there was someone around asking questions (pg. 86).
He felt that word of burning the hootches had returned
to the unit because while they were on - the operation they
were told by Captain MICHLES to stop burning hootches
(pgs. 86, 87). The witness stated he did not make any
statement and did not recall MICHLES indicating that an
investigation was under way and that they should not speak
of it. The rumor that was circulating through the company
seemed to indicate that the investigation was connected
with the fact that they had suddenly stopped burning
hootches (pg. 88).

6. OTHER INFORMATION.

a. The witness stated that everyone in the unit
thought about what they had done and what everyone else
had done. He thought most of the people were a little
ashamed of themselves and he stated that he was ashamed
for even being part of the group (pg. 74).

b. The witness did not take any photographs on the
operation because his camera had been lost. He stated
that a great many people carried cameras and he thought
that someone had taken pictures (pg. 94). He could not
definitely name anyone that did but said that "90% of
the men" had cameras (pg. 107).

(MICHENER) 12 SUM APP T-209
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EXHIBITS

EXHIBIT

NUMBFER DESCRIPTION NOTLS PAGES
(Wit was 1ssued a

M-2 MACV card "Nine Rules" copy in Vietnam. 4,5

MACV card "The Enemy in [Wit was 1ssued a
M-3 Your Hands" COopY . 5
Task Force Barker Ilog, Wit told about 12

M-14 lé Mar 68 VC being killed. . 25
He did not recall.

Shown to witness.

M-25 Roster, B/4/3 to refresh his 29
memory on SGT
MASHBURN's name.

Wit did not re-

p-18 Miscellaneous Scene cognize but stated | 91
it looked like a
graveyard.

Wit 1dentified SP4

P-20 Miscellaneous Scene LINKOUS. 92
Wit identified as

pP-21 Miscellaneous Scene one-of the 92,103
interpreters.

Wit identified as

P-22 Miscellaneous Scene an old vietnamese. 92
Wit identified as

P-23 Miscellaneous Scene MICHLES and MERCH 92
to his right.

Wit identified

P-62 Miscellaneous Scene CARDINES. 93
Wit identified as

P-147 Miscellaneous Scene a Vietnamese who 104
stayed with him
prior to the
operation.

Aerial photo, Son My Used to orient the

P=-168 'willage witness. 19

13 .
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EXHIBITS

DESCRIPTTION

NQOTIS

PAGES

P-185

Strip photo of coastal
area

TIWit remembered

seeing the demolish

39

ed bridge and fisn
traps.

P-186

P-1 as annotated by the
witness,

The witness marked
the following:

i-The landing zone.

24

2-Area searched by
first platoon.

28

3-The movement from
the bridge to the

39

laager site.

4-Location of 15-20
Vietnamese on beach

43

S5-Location of the
night laager

46

position.

6-Location of
TAYLOR being

50

wounded.

7-Location of two
gunships making a

52

firing pass.

8-Route of march
moving south.

56

9=Location of the
night laager on

61

1/ Marcil.

10-Movement north
on 18 March.

77

ll1-ILocation of

the night laager

84
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EXHIBITS
EXHIBIT )
NUMBER DESCRIPTION ____NOTES . PAGES
iUsed to orient the
MAP-4 Map 6739 II witness. 18
N
- ——
m.
N
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SUMMARY OF RECALL TESTIMONY

WITNESS: MICHENER, Morris G.
DATE OF TESTIMONY: 6 March 1970
PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon
WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A
COUNSEL: None

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: Rifleman, First Platoon,
B/4/3.

1. IDENTIFICATION OF VIETNAMESE SOLDIERS FROM PHOTOGRAPHS.
The witness was shown Exhibits P-232, P-235 and P-236.

He identified Exhibit P-235 as someone who looked familiar,

but could not recall where he had seen the subject (pg.108).

This was a photograph of Sergeant MINH (pg. 109).

2. HIS RECOLLECTION OF ACTIVITIES ON 18 MARCH.

a. Civilian casualties on 18 March.

The witness was questioned on a statement that
he made in previous testimony indicating that while at the
bridge he heard that several people while running out of
hootches were killed by machinegun fire and automatic weapons

fire (pg. 109). He stated he could not see this happen
although it was 100 meters away, because of the trees

(pg. 109). He described the event as occurring near the
point where the trail turned to the right as it went south
(pg. 110). From where he was standing, he could see five or
six hootches in the northern part of the village but he
could not recall seeing the rest of it (pg. 110). He

stated that someone standing on the west end of the bridge
would be able to see the hootches through the trees but

would not have a clear view (pg. 111). He said the vegetation
was not dense as it grew along the riverbank but there was a

(MICHENER) 1 ~ SUM APP T-209A
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clump of small palm trees which blocked the view from the
east end of the bridge (pg. 111). The trail went into the
village from the north near the bridge, went east over toward
the middle of the island, and then zigzagged to the south.
The platoon CP was set up where the trail curved south

(pg. 112). He recalled that Sergeant LIAS called him up

to the CP and from there he had a good view of the village
(pg. 112). He recalled the ridge that rose in the area
towards the beach but could not remember whether there were
any bunkers on that ridge (pgs. 113, 114). Although he
heard the figure of 85 being killed, he could not remember
who told him nor did he remember when he was told (pg. 114).
Because he never saw any bodies, he presumed the people
were in the bunkers (pg. 114). When he moved south, he
went along the right edge of the village, although one
squad did go through the center (pg. 115). He stated that
he went by the river near the northwestern corner of the
village (pg. 115). He did not see any civilians moving
before the firing or after it was over (pg. 116).

b. Sounds of firing.

The witness stated that he and WILLIAMS were at
the bridge with M-16's (pg. 113). He stated that when he
was called back to the CP, he saw a machinegun which was
facing north for security (pg. 112). He stated that he
thought that this belonged to MILUS and that MADISON's gun
was firing to the south, but he was not sure of the
location of either gun (pg. 113). He could not recall if
he could identify a machinegun as being the one that he
heard firing (pg. 113). He stated the guns were firing

to the south where the trail went down the peninsula (pg.110).

After they heard the firing in the village, he and WILLIAMS

began target practice at ducks on the river (pg. 121). They
fired four or five rounds apiece, and Sergeant RUSHIN came
over and asked what they were shooting at and made them stop
(pg. 121). The witness could not recall whether there

was intermittent fire after the "mad minute" (pg. 122).

He agreed to a description that there was "a big volume

of small arms fire" followed by explosions and demolitions

(pg. 123).
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c. Location of platoon personnel.

The witness did not recall if Specialist LINKOUS
was the squad leader of the other squad that day (pg.117).
He did not recall seeing Larry HOLMES during the day but
saw him later in the evening (pg. 118). He did not recall
whether he saw Jimmy JENKINS that day (pg. 119). He saw
Lieutenant WILLINGHAM at the platoon CP once or twice during
the period from 0900 to 1100 hours (pg. 119). He stated
that WILLINGHAM was moving around and was in and out of the
CP constantly (pg. 120). He did not recall whether he
saw FERNANDEZ or not, but felt he probably did, as
FERNANDEZ was WILLINGHAM's RTO (pg. 120). He stated he
saw Sergeant RUSHIN when RUSHIN came over to him and
WILLIAMS at the bridge (pg. 120). The witness felt that
he probably saw everyone in the platoon at one time or
another during the day or even during that period of time
right after the fire, because they just kept running back
and forth (pg. 119).

(MICHENER) -3 SUM APP T-209A
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EXUIBITS
EXHIBIT
NUMBER _ DESCRIPTION  NOTES PAGES
Wit did not recall
__P-232}Photo of SGT HIEN seeing him. 108
Wit recognized him,
P-235|Photo of SGT MINH but did not know
from where.
- 109
‘ Wit did not recall
P-236}{ Photo of SGT PHU seeing him. 109
(MICHENER) 4

SUM APP T-209A

!

20



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

o (The hearing was reconvened at 0958 hours,
22 January 1970.)

COL WILSON: The hearing will come to order.

RCDR: The following named persons are present: MR
WALSH, COL WILSON, LTC NOLL, and MAJ THOMAS.

The first witness will be Mr. Morris Gene
MICHENER.

(MR MICHENER was called as a witness, was
sworn, and testified as follows:)

Please state your full name,'ocdupation, and
residence.

A. My name is Morris Gene MICHENER. I am a sales
clerk for Montgomery Ward in Charleston, West Virginia. My
address is 809 1/2 Woodward Drive, Charleston.

COL WILSON: Before we start, I'd like to cover a couple of
matters. The Peers Inquiry was directed jointly by the
Secretary of the Army and the Chief of Staff of the Army
for the purpose of determlnlng certain facts and making
recommendations concerning the My Lai incident of 16 March
1968.

In conducting this investigation, General PEERS
determined it was necessary to have a complete insight into
the overall ground and air operation in the Son My Village
area during the period of 16 to 19 March 1968. He, there-
fore, appointed this board, referred to as Interview Team
C to question personnel of B/4/3 and prepare a complete
description of the unit operations.

You may expect General PEERS or other members of
the board to guestion you.

Your testimony will be taken under oath. A
verbatim transcript will be prepared. A tape recording is
being made in addition to the verbatim notes being taken
by the reporter.

(MICHENER) 1 ' APP T-209
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Although the general classification of our
report will be confidential, it's possible that the
testimony, or parts of it, may later become a matter
of public knowledge.

During this interview the board will follow
a chronological sequence of questions. The first series
of questions will be concerned with the training just
prior to or after arrival in the Republic of Vietnam.
And the second series will inquire into the briefings
prior to the combat assault which was conducted on 16
March. And the third series will concern the operations
of 16, 17, 18 and possibly 19 March. The final questions
will concern any knowledge you have of prior investigations
or inquiries which were made of this particular operation.

This interview team consists of three people.
Mr. WALSH, on my right, who is a team civilian attorney
and has volunteered his. services to the Secretary of the
Army to assist General PEERS, Lieutenant Colonel NOLL,
on my left, is also a member of the board. We do not have
any authority to make findings or recommend anything to
_the Secretary of the Army. This is strictly the responsi-
bility of General PEERS. We merely assist him, and if
there is any question in your mind, if any other member
of the board walks in here and asks you question, if there
is any question in your mind as to whether they have that
authority or not, ask me and I‘'ll tell you. But the three
of us sitting here do have the authority to question you.

What. was your assignment on 16 March 19687?

A. I was an infantry rifleman of the lst Platoon
of B Company.

COL WILSON: How long were you on this particular assign-
ment?

A. I first joined the company when it was stationed
in Hawaii, in April of 1967.

Q. Did you stay in that assignment until you left
Vietnam? v
(MICHENER) 2 APP T-209
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A. . Yes, sir.
Q. You were with the unit the entire time?
A. Yes, sir. Except for one period of time when I

was acting as prisoner escort to escort a prisoner to the
Long Binh stockade.

Q. That was a U.S. prisoner, is that correct?

A. Yes, sir. That was TDY.

Q. Do you remember “the approximate period?

A. Not right offhand, sir. I can't remember. I

think it was in June, I believe.

Q. How long?

A. Eighteen days.

Q. Prior to leaving Hawaii, do you recall any specific

training on how to handle PW's?

A. No, sir.
Q. | How about noncombatants?
A, No, sir. We had general training on that, the

general training that the Army gives on how to treat prisoners.
That is not to torture them, just process them through as
fast as we could. -

Q. The Geneva Convention?
A. Yes, sir. We had training on that.
Q. When you had training on the Geneva Convention

did you have to initial any document that you had taken
that training?

A. " Right offhand I can't remember. I don't think
I did.
(MICHENER) 3 - _ APP T-209
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Q. . How about when you got to Vietnam? Was there
anything specific that you can recall on handling prisoners
of war, noncombatants? Procedure?

A. We just had our general in-country training
and then we had a review on the Geneva Convention.

Q. Did you have a review?

A. : Yes, sir. It was just platoon-sized classes
and they reviewed the training we had in Hawaii.

Q. Who gave youlthis? Was this somebody in your
company or outside of the company?

A. Somebody from outside of the company, sir.

Q. Was it a classroom-type thing?

A. Yes,; sir.

Q. Do you remember where it was?

A No, sir. I can't.

Q. Was this right after you got there?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Did you ever see any wallet-sized cards that were

passed out? The MACV red insignia on it?
A, No, sir.
Q. You never saw anything like that? Do you

remember getting any MACV document or cards in Hawaii
before you departed?

A, (The witness gave no response.)
Q. I show you Exhibit M~2 which is entitled "Nine
Rules." It is a facsimile of the wallet-sized card pub-

lished by MACV. Have you ever seen that card?

A. Yes, sir.

(MICHENER) 4 | APP T-=209
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Q. Did you have one of those cards?

A. Yes, sir. I did. I remember now they did give
us one of these.

:Q. Do you remember whether you got it in Vietnam?
A. I believe they passed these out at in-cbuntry
training or whenever we left Hawaii. I remember having the

card now.

Q. You think they passed them out after you got in

your in-country training? -

A, Yes,

Q. How about Exhibit M-3 entitled "The Enemy in Your
Hands," have you ever seen that card?

A. Yes, sir. I have.

Q. Were you given one of those cards?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Wexre these cards by any chance highlighted in

the training or used as a training aid, or do you remember
classes being built around this card, or were they just
passed out?

A, We had one class on these cards. They had a
large training aid and they explained it line-by-line.
I think the class was the second day after we got into
the country in our in-country training. They did pass
these cards out then.

Q. _ Did you keep yours?

A. No, sir.

Q. You don't have it now?

A. No, sir. -

Q. You notice this card has some Vietnamese-English

translations on it?

A, Yes, sir.

(MICHENER) 5 APP T-209

FOR OFFICTAI, USE ONI.Y



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

Q. Were you told what to do in case you encountered
problems with Vietnamese on combat operations?

A. They told us when we captured Vietnamese to process
them through as fast as we can, just report them to our platoon
leader. They said they would handle it from there.

Q. Suppose you are on a combat situation and
Vietnamese start running, what are you supposed to do?

A. We would shout "dung lai" which means halt. We
were told to say it three times and if they didn't stop we
were to open fire. To fire over their heads first and then
if they didn't stop to shoot to kill--to wound them.

Q. Tell them to stop?

A, Yell "dung lai" three times and if they didn't
stop, to fire over their heads, and then if they didn't stop,
to stop them. '

Q. Was this training given to you down at the combat
center when you came in?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Was it ever repeated in the company as to pro-
cedure?

A, Not that I remember, no, sir.

Q. Was this training also given in Hawaii?

A. Yes, sir.

LTC NOLL: After the tour of duty, did you ever stop to
reflect or decide whether the training you received in
reference to handling prisoners, noncombatants was adegquate,
as far as you personally were concerned?

2, Yes, sir. As far as I was concernéd, I knew what

to do if I should ever capture anyone. It was clear in my
mind what my duties were.

(MICHENER) 6 APP T-209
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MR WALSH: Did you receive any training, either in Hawaii
or after you got to Vietnam, on your responsibilities to
report to anybody if you saw any mistreatment of civilians?

A. They told us. As far as that goes it was pretty
lax. I did see some mistreating of civilians.

Q. Did you receive any training in Hawaii or Vietnam
‘that instructed you and the other members of the company that,
if you saw any soldier committing any atrocities, shooting,
raping or mistreating any civilians, it was your duty to
report that right away and make sure that the individuals

were identified and any evidence was preserved?

A. Yes. It was brought up and told to us in one of
these classes, how to handle the noncombatants and that if
anything should happen that we were witnesses to we were
supposed to report:-it to cur squad leader and right up the
chain of command from there.

Q. Where did you receive that training?
A. In Hawaii and Vietnam.
Q. Did you receive any card or written description

in this respect or was this something that was given in
classes normally? ‘

A. '~ This was given in classes normally and then we
received the two MACV cards.

LTC NOLL: Did you ever receive any training regarding whether
you were to obey an order that you considered not legal?

A. Not formally, no, sir. It was brought up in
several discussions. This was outside the classroom. We
were just having "B.S." sessions around the area and a couple
of guys asked the platoon leader and he said that he would
check on it. Whether he got back to the man who asked the
question or not, I don't know. I never heard anything about
it. . '

Q. © This was really touched on in the classroom?

" (MICHENER) : ' 7 . APP T-209
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A. Not that I remember.
G. Never a specific issue brought up?
A. No, sir, not to my knowledge.

COL WILSON: Was'this guestion directed to the platoon leader
during the time you were going through training or later on?

A. bDuring the training. It was after we had left

the classroom and back in the platoon area.

Q. | Do you know why this was brought up?

A. ' No, sir.

Q. Do you know who asked the question?

A. : No, sir. i‘don't rgmember.

0. .Your platoon leader at that-time was who?

- A. L Lieutenént SPRAGGINS. |

Q. I'd like you to think back now to the best of

your ability and recall, describe in as much detail as possible,
the briefing that you received, probably on the 15th of March.
It could have been the morning of the 16th somewhere in that
time period, as to what the operation, combat assault, on the
sixteenth was going to be. How was it going to be conducted?

A, As well as I can remember, it was late in the
evening the day before the assault was to take place on the
15th, as you said. My squad leader was Sergeant LIAS at

" that time. He gathered our sqguad together and told us the
next day we would have a combat assault by helicopter to an
area which I only know as Pinkville. I don't know the name
of the village or anything in the area and we were supposed
to go by helicopter. The landing zone had been picked out
and he showed us on the map. After we departed from the heli-
copter we were to deploy and await further orders from the
company commander. After we got deployed we were supposed
to sweep the area and look for any VC or VC smypathizers.

Q. And this was the day of the 16th that this was
to occur? :
A.’ Yes, sir.
(MICHENER) ' 8 APP T-209

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

Q.. Were there any instructions given as to what would
happen on the 17th?

A. No, sir, not that I remember. They told us in

the briefing that we would probably be out in the field 3 or
4 days and it would all be in this one area. We were just
going to sweep the area and look for weapons, caches.

Q. Do you remember going into this area before?

. A, I think we had one operation in that area before.
0. Where did Sergeant LIAS give this briefing?
A. I can't remember the name of the LZ. It was

close to the coast.

Q. Dottie or Uptight?

A. It was Dottie. I was never on Uptight. It had
to be Dottie.
Q. Was that the one nearest the coast?

A, Yes, I'm pretty sure.> |

LTC NOLL: Do you recall what was there in the way of
artillery?

A, Some 105's.
Q. How many?
A. Four, right on top of the hill.

COL WILSON: I think you may have your names mixed up. I
think you may have been on Uptight. 1I'll show you a map later
on. You say at any rate, you never were at the other one?

You always stayed on one base?

A, I know I was on Dottie. I don't recall being on
Uptight.
0. You were at the one where the 105's were and the

one nearest the coast?

A. Yes. We could see the coast from the LZ we were
On.
{(MICHENER) : 9 APP T-209
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Q. Were there any instructions given by your squad
leader concerning the destruction of hootches and food stocks?

A. No, sir.

Q. Didn't say anything with this?

A. No, sir.

Q. Didﬁ't say anything about burning the village?
A. No, sir.

Q. Destroying the food?

(The witness shakes his head in the negative.)
Say anything about the destruction of animals?

A. No, sir. As far as we knew, it was just to be
a general sweep of the area. We were looking for VC and VC
sympathizers and checking out tunnels if we found any.

Q. On the question of checking tunnels in your _
squad, was there a certain individual in your squad who did
this all of the time or did it rotate?

A, Just whoever volunteered at the time to go down.
Q. There is no specific training for tunnel rats?
‘A, No, sir. Most of the time it was a Specialist

CARDENAS, he was the smallest man and I went down a couple
of times, as big as T am.

Q. Where is CARDENAS now? Do you know?

A. As far as I know he is in Hawaii, that is where
he was from.

Q. Were there any special instructions given regard-
ing the disposition of the inhabitants of these villages?

A, We were to gather them up and collect them all
in one area. This was just general procedure. Every time
we went into a village we would collect them in one area
and then we would search the hootches.

(MICHENER) 10 APP T-209

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

Q. Was this stated, that you would use normal pro-
cedure or was this any deviation from the normal procedure?

A. No, sir.

Q. This oﬁeration was to be no different?

A. It was to be just a sweep-type operation.

Q. What was the enemy situation as it was pictured

by your squad leader? What did you think was in that area?

A, We were told there was to be VC in the area

and we were told to be especially careful of where we walked
because it was heavily mined. There were supposed to be
booby traps all over and it was supposed to be a well-known
VC area. We were told to be careful of anything we picked up.
To be on the trail and not to step off the side of the trail.

0. . Now, did you expect to meet an enemy. troop unit
in there, or just hit mines and booby traps or what did you
expect? Where did you think most of the problems were going

to come from? What type of enemy action?

A. We were told that there were VC in the area.
There was not supposed to be a large force. We were told
to watch out for snipers and mostly booby traps and mines,
but VC were definitely supposed to be in the area.

Q. In your normal operational area over there, not
-out in the Pinkville complex, but up north, what was your
biggest problem as far as enemy action was concerned? '

A, Well, we didn't really see that much. We made
our general sweeps and we never made contact that much.
Q. Where did you get most of your casualties?

A. In Pinkville?

Q. No, up in your normal area.

A, We hit a mine every now and then, but mostly

we operated on tracks, on personnel carriers and then get
off and sweep the area and we received some casualties from
snipers, but we didn't have that much major contact.
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Q. Did the squad leader tell you what the other
platoons in the unit were going to do, or did you know just
what your platoon was to do?

A. It wag a company- -sized operation and he told us
what our platoon was going to be doing, and which platoon was
going to be on our right and which platoon was going to be on
our left. That's all we received in a brleflng

Q. From the company standpoint, what was you platoon
doing in relation to the other platoons of the unit?

A. After the assault we got out of the helicopter
and moved toward the coast.

Q. What did he tell you that your platoon would
do in relation to the other platoons?

A. We were supposed to go to this little island.

This waterway and we had to go over there and sweep that

island and search the hootches and then we were to set up
there and wait for further orders.

Q. Well, did he tell you then where the rest of the
company was going to be?

A, The rest of the company stayed on the mainland,
across the bridge. They set up over there.

Q. You were supposed to be by yourselves and operating
alone? »

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Were there any additional personnel attached to

the platoon because you were operating alone?

A. No, sir, we were just by ourselves. I believe
~we had one interpreter with us, .if I am not mistaken. At
the beginning of the operations we had one interpreter with
us.

Q. Was this a Vietnamese?
A. Yes, sir.
(MICHENER) 12 APP T-209
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Q. Do you think you have seen him before?

A. Yes, he slept in my bunker with me.

0. Do you remember his name?

A. No, sir. I don't.

Q. How often was he with the platoon, or was it this

one time?

A, He was assigned to the company as an interpreter
and this one time he was with us when we went over into the
island. -

Q. He had worked with B Company before as an inter-
pretexr?
A, | Yes, sir. He had been with us about a week before

the operations.

Q. Was he ARVN?

A. ARVN, yes, sir.

Q. Do you remember his grade?

A; No, sir. He didn't have any insignia on.

Q. Did you call him sergeant or anything 1ike this?
A. I really didn't speak to him that much.

Q. Did he speak very good English?

A. No, sir, very broken English.

Q. Did he wear a uniform?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. He had a weapon?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Do you remember what kind of weapoﬁ he carried?
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A. : I think he had an M-16.

Q. You say he was with you about a week before this
operation started?

A. .Yes, sir.

Q. Was he with the company after the operation was
over? _

A. I don't remember, sir.

Q. Besides this one time that you are talking about

when he slept in your bunker and when he was with the platoon,
did you ever see him again?

A. I really don't remember, sir. To me they all
looked alike. We have interpreters coming in all of the time.

Q. This was a man who was with the company not more
than about a week and during those operations maybe 2 weeks,
is that correct?

A, Yes, sir.

Q. And then you had at times other ARVN interpreters
come into the unit?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Did they stay for that period of time?

A, Sometimes we had them for a week and sometimes

for 2 weeks. It just depended on the operations. Like I
said, we had different interpreters every time we were over
there.

Q. : If you can remember anything about this interpreter
as we go along, I would like to know whatever information you -

A, All right, sir.
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Q. What was the plan within the platoon for the dis-
position of the sguad when you got out of the helicopter?
What was your briefing for the movement of platoons to the
bridge? Were you going in a column?

A. In a column.

Q. In a column of two?

A, Single file.

Q. What was the disposition of the numbered squads'>

What was the order of march?

A, All I can remember, sir, is that the first sqguad
- was the last in the order of march, because I was pulling
rear security. :

Q. Does your platoon normally have a point group
or did the squad in the first element provide the point in
all the cases?:

A. We have a three man point squad or point fire
team.
Q. And it was always the point regardless of the

order of march?
A. Yes, sir,

Q. So, you were the last sguad in the order of
march in the platoon?

A. Yes, sir.

- Q. You would elther have the second or third squads
up ahead of you? ‘

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Do you recall if during that briefing if you

had anybody from the mortar platoon or artillery with you
which was going with your platoon the following day?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Who did you have, do you know?
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A, We had an FO with us from the mortar platoon and
he was with us all of the time, I can't remember his name.

Q. We will show you a roster later and maybe you can
plck it out.

A, All right, sir.

Q. Before we leave the briefing, do you recall any-
thing unusual about the briefing? Did this operation appear
to be any different from any other operations that you had
been on? Was there anything in the briefing that indicated
this was going to be a more critical operation where you may
encounter more casualties, more resistance?

A. Not as far as resistance. Like I said earlier,
they reminded us of the mines and the booby traps that we
would most assuredly run into. They told us to be extra
careful of that area.

Q. How many mine sweepers did your platoon have?
A, One.

Q. Did he normally go with point?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Do you recall his name?

A. It was either Specialist HOOTON or>Specialist

TITTLE, Specialist TAYLOR, and to think of it, it was usually
Specialist TAYLOR who usually carried it because that mine
sweeper was kind of heavy and he is the one who normally
carried it.

Q. : TAYLOR, right?

A, Yes, sir.

Q. I suppose you said that HOOTON and TITTLE were

in the point group?

A. Yes, sir.
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MR WALSH: Mr. MICHENER, did you receive any briefing or
instructions from anyone except Sergeant LIAS before the
~ operation?

A, Not that I recall, no, sir.

Q. Who was your platoon leadex?
A, The platoon leader at this time was Lieutenant

SPRAGGINS, if I remember correctly, or was it-~yes, it was.

Q. Do you remember .a Lieutenant WILLINGHAM?

A, It was Lieutenant WILLINGHAM, because Lieutenant
SPRAGGINS got wounded before that.
Q. ' Had Lieutenant WILLINGHAM just taken over the
platoon right before this? _
A, I believe it was his first operation with us.
Q. Did he give any ‘kind of briefing to the platoon

before you moved out?

A. He called us all together after our squad brief-
ing and then he just reiterated on just what Sergeant LIAS
told us.

Q. You don't recall if he had added to what Sergeant
LIAS had already told you?

A. No, sir.

Q. Who was your platoon éergeant?

A, Sergeant LIAS at the time.

Q. Did he give any briefing, Sergeant LIAS?

A, I don't recall.

Q; Do you remember if the briefing ihcluded any

instructions as to where in the line of march, where Lieutenant
WILLINGHAM would be or Sergeant LIAS?
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A. Well, generally, not in that briefing, but like
I say, in our standard procedure Lieutenant WILLINGHAM and
Sergeant LIAS was in the middle of the column. They would
have one squad going first and the headquarters sgquad and

then the other two sgquads behind.

Q. That was your customary way when you moved out on
operations?
A, Yes, sir.

COL WILSON: I think it would be best if I describe to you
what happened from the task force standpoint. It might help
you remember things, but you keep this in mind, I am not
trying to put any words in your mouth.

(Witness oriented to Exhibit MAP-4.)

COL WILSON: Did you load at Dottie or Uptight?

A, Uptight.

Q. Was the whole company there?

A. Yes, sir.

qQ. Do you remember the direction your aircraft was
facing when you landed?

A. ‘When we landed? Yes, sir. We came over this
way (indicating) and right in through here and landed in a
cornfield.

Q. And the aircraft was facing?

A. This way (indicating).

Q. Facing north?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Which dooxr 4id vyou gef out of?
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A, The right-hand door.

Q.- You jumped right out this side as you face the
aircraft?

A. ' Yes, sir.

Q; As you past the aircraft?

A. Yes, sir.

0. Were the doorgunners firing?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. They were firing?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. How long had "they been firing?

A, Just after they came over the coastline and then

they stopped firing just before the helicopter touched down.
(Witness oriented to Exhibit P-168.)

0. Your aircraft was facing north?

A. We came in from over the sea and came in over

the coast. We were facing over the coast and then we landed

in the cornfield.

Q. You could have flown over this river (indicating),
couldn't you?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. : Out to the sea?
A, Yes, sir. I remember and we were looking down

and crossing a river.

Q. Before you got to the sea?
A. ~ Yes, sir.
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Q. » How long had your doorgunners been firing?

A, It was approximately, it wasn't more than a
minute.

Q. The final approach?

A. Yes, sir, just final apprpach fire.

Q. Both gunners firing, or one?

A. ﬁoth. They were firing toward this direction,

firing toward the front,

Q. Do you remember the positién of your aircraft in
the vee? '

A, We were on the right-hand side.

Q. ' You were on the right?

A, Yes, sir. I may be mistaken about the other door-

gunner firing. That would make him firing toward the middle
of the vee, but I was sitting right beside the gunner on the
right, because it burst my ear drums.

Q. Now, can you recall where that was from this
photograph? Where the landing zone was, and let's use this
photograph (Exhibit P-168) with the map also.

A, We came in on a cornfield and it was not too far
away from this trail, because I remember we had to move 100
yards or so and on down the trail to the bridge.

Q. Now, this map here (indicating Exhibit MAP-4) is
1,000 meters grid and you say you didn't move but a couple
hundred yards?

A, After we got out of the helicopter, we moved 200
vards at the most and followed the trail around to the bridge
and then we crossed over onto the island there, I guess.

Q. In relating this map, which is MAP-4, to the
photograph, (P-168) and as Mr. WALSH pointed this Route 521
out to you, you got off the helicopter from where you pointed
on the map, generally in this area (indicating). You see
there is a graveyard indicated right here.
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A Yes.

Q. You find the same sort of texture here on this
map. We are looking at an area right in here (indicating),
and from where you pointed you landed very near this grave-
yard. Could have been some of these cultivated fields out
here (indicating).

A. It was a cornfield, I do know that.

Q. You say you moved a couple hundred yards to the
road? .

A. Yes, sir.

MR WALSH: Can you fix in your recollection how far you
traveled along the road to the bridge?

A. Lets see now....
" Q. Remembering this is a thousand meters.
A. I don't recall flying over the graveyard. I

remember we got off of that helicopter just after we came
over the coast. I know after we got to the trail. It was

a couple little houses right here on this trail somewhere.

I remember the trail, just after we got on the trail we moved
maybe not more than 100 yards. It was right here and there
was a rice paddy and with a real low, marshy area..

Q. Do you remember seeing a pagoda?

A. It was a pagoda and not a house.

Q. The pagoda is right here (indicating)?

A. It was a great big pink building and it was pretty

well demolished.

COL WILSON: Could you see the pagoda from the point you got
on the trail? : ,

A. No. We walked and then we got--
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Q. (Interposing) So, you were further on over into
this direction (indicating)?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. A long way or a few hundred yards?
A. Tt didn't seem like we moved very far at all, it

couldn't have been more than 100 or 200 yards between us and
the pagoda. We went on past the pagoda and that is where the
trail made a turn to the right.

Q. You had to move along that road a couple hundfed
yards and then you had to move a couple hundred yards to the
road?

"~ A, Yes, sir.

Q. _ That would tend to put them in the upper left-hand
corner of that clearing (indicating)?

A, Yes. I remember after we got off the helicopter
we grouped up and they spread us all along this little trail.
We set up there, I guess maybe a half an hour and we heard

a - couple of explosions.

Q. Now, when you left the aircraft, was anyone firing
their weapon? -

A, Not that I remember. Nobody in my platoon was
firing. I take it back, we were firing, but we were not
firing at anything, and it was just cover fire. We couldn't
see anything. We were not receiving any fire. '

Q. Were you with the first 1ift?

A, No, sir. I believe the 3d Platoon went before
us. I was in the second or third lift.

Q. How do you know you were not firing in the

direction of your own troops or did you know where they were?
A. They told us when we were waiting for our lift to
come back, they said when you get off there was a little

hedgerow to the right, run to that and fire out in front of
you.
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Q. How much ammunition did you use?
A. A magazine or two.
Q. When you got off of the helicopter, you took up

a security position, a perimeter sort of thing?

A. Yes, sir, and then we moved out and joined the
rest of the platoon.

Q. What period of time are we talking about?

A. Ten minutes.

Q. Then you started moving to the road?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Do you know what the order of your platoon was in

the company march column or were you with the company?
A. I don't believe we were in the company.

Q. You moved directly to the trail or road which
is a couple hundred yards?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. And then you moved directly down that trail to
the bridge?

A. Yes, sir, as far as I can remember.

Q. ‘ Do you remember passing a road that led off to

the left with a gate in. the front of it? It would have been
on your left-hand side if you passed it.

A, No, sir, I don't remember it, I could have.
Q. Don't try to remember anything that you can't.

You moved right on down the road. Anything happen
as you moved down the road?
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A. After we got on this trail we heard an explosion
of £ to our left rear.

Q. Heard explosions?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Did you see anything?

A. A big cloud of dust and smoke.

2

WALSH: Do you remember where you were and heard that?.

It was before we got to the pagoda.

You were about 300 meters from the bridge at that
oint. Did you stop when you heard these explosions?

We were already stopped.

Were you moving slow down that road?

Real slow. We had stopped and they just told
to set down and watch out to our flanks. Watch out for
snipers, for enemy activity and we were just setting there
and all of a sudden, I heard the explosion back of my left
rear.

s 10 P QO P

n

COL WILSON: I want to go back just one minute. Do you
recall as you approached the landing zone that the helicopter
circled around the landing zone before it went in?

A. No, sir. It made a straight-in approach landing.
Q. Point 1 on the photo (P-168) is the landing zone.
Your movement was slow down this road. Was this because of
the mine sweeping operations, checking for booby traps?

A. Yes, sir. I was in the rear of the column. I

was in the back pulling rear security and I don't know what
they were doing in front. .
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Q. From the bridge which you crossed and from where
you say you hit the road 521 it was a distance of about a
quarter of a mile, maybe 400 or 500 meters. Do you recall
how long it took you after you hit that trail? How long it
took you to get to that bridge?

A. An hour or an hour and a half.

Q. | To go down the trail?

a. Yes. We were moving real slow.

Q. What happened wlien you got down to the bridge?
A. Well, they sent the point squad across and they

swept it on the end of the bridge and took the mine sweeper
across the bridge and the platoon moved across the bridge.

Q. Do you recall any resistance at the bridge?
A, Not right then,'no.
| Q. You moved across the bridge?
A. Yes, sir.
Q. Anything happen then?
A. Nét that I remember, no, sir.

LTC NOLL: How far apart were the two explosions, timewise?

A. Very close. The first one was it seems to me
like it was just a couple of minutes. It may have been
longer or shorter, I cannot remember how far.

COL WILSON: Exhibit M-14 which is the Task Force Barker log
cf the 16th of March, item number 24 at 0955 that morning,
said that the company, B/4/3, killed 12 VC in the vicinity of
742787 with web equipment and that is the bridge, just on the
east side of the bridge. Do you recall this action that morn-
ing?
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“A. No, sir, I don't.

Q. You say you were in the last squad?

A. _ Yes, sir. We were pulling rear security.

Q. When you moved across the bridge, do you recall

any casualties in the area?

A. You mean in our platoon? Not until the next
morning. .
Q. You don't recall seeing any casualtles that day,

either Vietnamese or U.S.?
A, No, sir.
MR WALSH: Did you receive any fire before you crossed the
bridge or after you got on the other side of the bridge, that
is enemy fire.

(Witness makes no response.)
COL WILSON: Do you récall COCHRAN, WILBURN, CANTUO?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. I want to know if any of these people were in
your platoon?

A. No, sir, they were not.
Q. HITCHMAN, TRAVERSA, SHIFLEY, GUNTA?
A, No, sir, they were not in my platoon. I did

know them, though.

Q. You didn't see any bodies or casualties at all
the first day of the operation?

A. No, sir. I heard of them, but I didn't see them

with my own eyes.
Q. You heard what?
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A Lieutenant COCHRAN, CANTU, GUNTA, WILBURN, all
of the guys on the first explosion.

Q. I'm talking about your platoon?

A. No, sir.

Q. Your platoon didn't have any?

A. No, sir.

Q. What happened when you got on the other side of

the bridge? Where did you go?

A, Just after I crossed the bridge we sat up right
there and they started searching the hootches, and there
wasn't anybody around that I can remember.

0. Looking at the aerial photograph here (P~ ~168)
(indicating) you say you set up right on the other side of
the bridge?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. What was the disposition of your squad?
A. My squad went about 50 meters or so and we started

searching the area around in here (indicating). There were
a few hootches on the right and a few on the left, and they
were pretty run down and demolished, sort of.

Q. What do you think the area of your search was
from the standpoint of what houses that you searched? Was
that about 50 meters beyond the bridge?

A. Yes, sir. The platoons spread out through the
whole area, and there was a little bridge and we searched
this area right in here (indicating). I'd say it may have

been 200-300 meters, but I never went any further than on- the
other side of the bridge myself. e

Q. And you think that the platoon searched a hamlet
of about how many meters?

(MICHENER) 27 APP T-209

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

A. Two-hundred to four-hundred.

Q. North and south of the vicinity of the bridge?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. lst Platoon?

A, About 300-400 meters and we spent most of the

day right in that area of the bridge.

0. Point 2, lst Platoon searched area 300-400 meters
north of the brldge for the entire day

Was this search conducted by squads or how was
it done? Was it done by the platoon leader?

A. ‘ As far as I remember, they assigned each squad
an area to search and my squad searched the area generally
right around the bridge.

Q. | Did you see Lieutenant WILLINGHAM assign these
areas of responsibility?

A. I don't know, sir.

Q. What did your squad leader tell you?

A. : He just told us to ditch our equipment and just

spread out in this general area and just start searching.

Q. When you ditched your equipment, did anybody stay
there with the equipment to secure it?

A, It was me and PFC WILLIAMS. It was right after

we crossed the bridge, maybe 25 meters and we stayed there

and watched it. We never went out of sight of the equipment
and we searched the area right around that general area. Then
a little later PFC WARNER came and joined us.

Q. Did people go off in pairs or did the squad stick
togethex?
A, It was twos and threes. We never went alone.

You never went anywhere alone.
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Q. Was it possible for that squad to observe the
operations of the other members of the platoon? Were you
within distance so that you could react if anything came up?

A. Yes, we were never really that far apart.

Q. Were you close enough so you could hear any firing
going on?

A. Oh, yes, definitely.

Q. You were paired with WILLIAMS?

A.‘ Yes, sir.

Q. : What were the other members of your sgquad? What
squad were they in?

A, The machinegun crew went together.

Q. Who was that?

A, That was MADISON and WARNER, I can't remember who

“the other one was.

Q. I show vou Exhibit M-24, B Company roster. You
stated that you had made an error in the platoon sergeant.
Who was the platoon sergeant at that time?

A, Sergeant MASHBURN, he had joined us just before
the operation. Sergeant LIAS was our platoon sergeant before
Sergeant MASHBURN joined us.

Q. Who was the third man in the machinegun crew?

A, STRACHAN.

Q. That is one of the groups that searched, is that
" right? ,

A, The machinegun crew did not do so much searching.

They searched the immediate area within 50 meters, well,
not that much, they had both machineguns set up.

Q. What about another group, do you have another
pair?
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A. Yes, sir. It was FERNANDEZ and GARCIA generally
stuck together. They both spoke Spanish and they really went
at it. You mean these just from the first squad or my squad?

Q. What do you mean they both spoke Spanish and
really went at it?

A, They would just speak Spanish to each other.
They were really good friends.

Q. That takes care of your squad?

A, No, sir, I have some more here. Sergeant LIAS,

the squad leader and a Specialist LITTLE stayed together.
MR WALSH: Who was the second name?

A. LITTLE. They usually assigned him to go with
the point team. There were three specialists: HOOTON,
TITTLE, and Specialist TAYLOR, and generally they would
have just the three men. They would have TITTLE with them,
and generally there was HOOTON and TITTLE went together and
then TITTLE and TAYLOR, and on this day I was with PFC
WILLIAMS. PFC JONES usually went with one of the other
squads. JONES and Terry REID usually went together.

0. Who was that again?
A, JONES and REID, excuse me.
Q. Tell me where you stopped on your squad, with

LIAS and TITTLE or NEEDLE and TAYLOR?

A. NEEDLE and TAYLOR were in my squad.

Q. | HOOTON and TITTLE?

A. HOOTON and TITfLE were in my squad. They were

in my squad, but they were point men.

Q. They were assigned to your squad?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. You and WILLIAMS?

A. Yes.
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Q. You had 14 people.

A. At this time we only had the two squads and the

weapons squad.
the weapons.

We had the first squad, second squad, and

Q. You had a weapons machinegun crew with you?

A. Yes,
first squad and

sir. We had two machineguns, one with the
one with the second squad.

Q. JONES and REID were in another squad?

A, Yes,

they were in another squad.

MR WALSH: How about FERNANDEZ and GARCIA?

A, FERNANDEZ and GARCIA were in the first sguad.

Homer HALL and HOLMES were in the second sgquad, and were

usually paired together. Walter JONES and Rodney LINKOUS
were usually paired together in the second squad.

COL WILSON: Who?

A. JONES and LINKOUS. MILUS was one of the

machinegunners.
with MILUS, the

Q. REID
A, Yes,
MR WALSH: They

A. Yes,

REID and JONES were on the machinegun
three of those were usually together.

and JONES and MILUS were together?
sir, on the machinegun..
were all three in the second squad?

sir. Technically, they were in the weapons

squad. We had an odd man here, and his name was STEINBRECHER,
and I can't remember whether he was on the gun or not. I
think he may have been an ammo bearer or one of the

machinegunners.

Q. Who would he have been with, machinegunner?

A. That'

s right.

Q. These different groups or teams that were
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broken out here that you mentioned, can you say definitely

that any of them were together that day?

A, Normally, that was SOP, but I cannot say
definitely they were in those groups or paired that day,
that specific day.

Q. You remember you and WILLIAMS were together
guarding the equipment?

A. Yes, sir, that day and the next day also.
COL WILSON: Did you and WILLIAMS do some searching?
A, Yes, sir, very little right around the end of

the bridge and the general area, not more than 40 or 50
meters away from the end of the bridge.

Q. What did you find, anything?

A. Nothing, sir.

Q. What were you looking for?

A, Booby traps, mines, tunnel entrances.

MR WALSH: Were there any hootches right around the end
of the bridge?

A, There was about--on the right-hand side, I
think.

Q. Going south?

A. Yes, sir. There was one near about 50 meters

from the end of the bridge.
Q. Just one hootch?

A. There were others beyond that, but that was
the first hcotch.

Q. Was there anything on your left when you came
across the bridge?

A. Not immediately as we came across the bridge,
but on farther there were hootches on the left., There
was a trail that went off to the left going north.
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Q.. Going north?

A. ' Yes, sir.

Q. A trail going south?

A. Yes, sir. The trail continued on through the

village. It came in from the north right at the bridge and
made a left and went up maybe 50 meters and then went on
down south.

Q. Where it turned to go south, were there hootches
there? .
A. Yes, sir.
Q. ‘ A lot of them?
A, Yes, sir.
Q.  pid you go up thét far?
A, No, sir, I didn't.
0. How about in all of tﬁe area you were in that day,

did you see any inhabitants in any of these places?

A. No, sir.

Q. Did it look like they were lived in?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. They were not destroyed hootches, they were just

hootches that people had left?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Did you have an 81 millimeter mortar assigned to
your platoon that day?

A. No, sir, not that I recall. I think they were
back on the other side of the bridge.

Q. Do you remember them firing that day?
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A. No, sir.

Q. Do you remember them coming across the bridge and
going to the left to set up?

A, No, sir, I don't.

LTC NOLL: When your lead element crossed the bridge, do
you recall whether they drew fire or not?

A. It seems to me like they did, but I'm not sure
in my memory. It seems like they received sniper fire or
something, one or two rounds.

MR WALSH: Do you remember how you crossed the bridge?
Did you run across it?

A. ' No, sir, I didn't.

LTC NOLL: What do you estimate was the length of your
platoon when it was in columns preparing to cross a bridge
such as this?

A. 1'd say we covered at least a normal distance
between men, at least 100 yards, or we usually try to keep
10 or 15 meters between men.

Q. Would you have been in a position to know what

was going on up front?

A, Not really, sir, because as I say, it was pretty .
heavily overgrown with brush, and the trail did make the
turn, and I was behind the turn when the lead elemént crossed
the bridge.

MR WALSH: If the lead element would have gotten pinned down
by sniper fire, you'd be likely to know it, wouldn't you?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. But you don't have any clear recollection of
anything happening that flrst day?

A, No, sir, nothing is clear in'my mind.

Q. You didn't see any bodies of Vietnamese lying
around anywhere?
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A. No, sir.

Q. When you crossed the bridge, was the platoon
sergeant or platoon leader there to give instructions to

the squad to move into certain directions? Was the company
together when you got across the bridge, and were instructions
given as to which way to go? When you got across the bridge
were they already moved out along the path?

A. As far as I can remember, sir, the rest of the
company didn't come across the bridge that day .

Q. I'm talking about the platoon.

A. As well as I can remember, the platoon sergeant
was there, and he did tell the second sgquad to go on through.

Q. Straight up to where the road curved to the right?

A. Yes, sir, and he told the first squad to set up
on the left. If I remember, the second squad went straight
through on over to the right to set up, and we went through,
and the lead elements of my squad went through, and we set
up on the left coming back. I was right by the bridge.

Q. Do you remember them sending any squad on

through the village that you could see down the road, and
where the road curved down on the right and on down south,
and they were sent down to search those hootches and continue
on that way?

A, Not that I remember, no, sir. We set up at first
until they got the situation evaluated, and then we started
searching the hootches.

COL WILSON: What period of time do you think was involved
in searching this area that you described. You said this
went on all day. Was it completed and the platoons and
squads got back together, or did they mingle through

these houses all day?

A, They searched the general area. I remember we
had lunch right there by the bridge, we ate out noon meal
right there. It must have been around 1030 or so, I guess,
when we crossed the bridge. We were there at least an hour
before we had our meals, and then we sat there for another
good 2 or 3 hours while they were searching the area. And
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then we regrouped, and the platoon grouped up, and we moved
north and set up--we received orders from the company to set
up an ambush north of the bridge.

Q. How far north of the bridge do you think this
was?

A, About a half a mile. It seems it was a good
ways.

Q. About 800 meters?

A, Possibly.

MR WALSH: Would it be a mile?

A. It doesn't seem like we moved that far. I
don't know, sir.

COL WILSON: Let's look at the map here a minute. The
bridge is right here, and you moved 800 meters.

A, I remember passing this bridge. It was
demolished. We moved past that.

Q. That is about 1,200 meters. That's from one
bridge to the other. It was closer to 1,400.

A, We moved past that bridge, and then that was
when we saw--that's right, we saw some civilians over here.
I saw people over on the beach, and we gathered them up,
‘and they called in a helicopter, and an interpreter got
off of the helicopter, and they questioned them.

Q. You're pointing to an area just south of My Lai
(2) , coordinate 743805, north of the bridge which was
demolished.

A. Yes, sir. It was in the grid square.

MR WALSH: Was that at your night location?

A, Yes, sir. After we found this group of people,

they flew in some chow to us. We ate, and then we set up
out night defensive position there.
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Q. As you describe, the platoons searched and then
moved north, is that right?

A. Yes, sir.

0. - Did you move down by the beach?

A, No, sir. It was a trail that went right along
in here (indicating), right along through here.

Q. Indicating along the My Khe river.

A. It was not a well defined trail, so to speak, it

was more a path more or less. Until we rounded this little
area here, we weren't more than 10 or 15 meters away from
thé water, and then we hit this trail here. It was a pretty
well defined trail along here.

COL WILSON: Generally off to the west and moving north, and
then you go right.down, which is the My Khe river,; is that
right? o

A, Yes, sir.

Q. You passed that bridge (indicating).

A. Yes, sir.

Q. And then you went on up farther north?

A. Yes, sir. Like I said, there was this village

along in here, and we set up. Where we set up we could see
the northern end of the village. There were a few hootches
ryight across from us, and we saw lights on all night long,
but it was right about in here where we set up.

MR WALSH: Were you near the ocean side?

A, Yes, sir. There were a bunch of sand dunes,
- and we set up right in the middle of them.

COL WILSON: That is pretty far north.

A. I remember this village. There was a village
right across from us.

Q. You established the night defensive position
right there?
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A. Yes, sir.

Q. When you set up your ambush like that. You
said you were up there to set up an ambush?

A, That's right. |

Q. You really had a night defensive position set

up for the platoon, is that right?

A, Yes, sir.

Q. What element of the platoon set up the ambush?
A, It was a platoon ambush, that is what it was

to be.

Q. What was the direction of the approach you would

- assume if the enemy would move in if they would have come?

A. North. We were told to sit there and look for
movement specifically from the north. It was supposed to
be pretty well cleared so they should not have been able
to come up from the south.

MR WALSH: There was an element left to guard the bridge?
A. It was from the company. We were told they
were going to be on this side of the bridge, but the bridge

would be guarded. But it was not guarded very well, if I
might add.

COL WILSON: What time did you leave to move north, do you
recall?

A. It Was late in the afternoon, I'd say about 1500.

Q. Did you move as slowly up in that dlrectlon as
you did moving across the bridge?

A, No, sir. We moved pretty fast.

0. How long did it take you to get up there, do

you recall? -

A. No, sir. We moved pretty fast.
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Q. How long did it take you to get up there, do
you recall?

A. I'd say about an hour or an hour and a half. It
was hard going because the sand on that trail was pretty deep,
and I remember we did move fast, because I was bushed by the
time we got there.

Q. I'm going to introduce this as an exhibit. This
is an aerial photo, strip photo of the coastal area from the
Tra Khuc river to the Diem Diem river.

RCDR: That is P-185, sir.

COL WILSON: Do you remember seeing the fish traps?

A, Yes, sir.
Q. Could you see those plainly out there?
A. Yes, we could. There is a demolished bridge

(indicating).

Q. Enough of the bridge was left going across the
water. It wasn't completely out?

A. One section of the span was out. You can see
where the span is out right there in that dark spot. It
was not used at all that I can remember.

Q. That's going to put you up there about 1600 or
1700 .in the afternoon. This would have been just before
dark. You would have had adequate time to prepare, and did
anything occur that night that you can recall? Before you
answer that, point 3 on the photo is the movement from the
vicinity of the bridge to the night defensive position,
which started at approximately 1500 hours and lasted from
one to one and a half hours.

MR WALSH: Before we move to the events of the night, can
we get a little more detail on the people picked up and the
interrogations by the interpreters that came in?

COL WILSON: Sure.

MR WALSH: Try to give us exactly what happened when
the platoon detained some Vietnamese.
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A, As far as I can remember, we saw these people
over on the beach.

Q. When you say the beach, are you referring to
the ocean side?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. How many were there?
A, Fifteen or twenty, if I remember correctly.

It was a pretty good size little group. Lieutenant
WILLINGHAM called the company and told them that we
had some people. for interrogation. They evidently
called battalion and anyway, in about 15 or 20 minutes
they had a helicopter come in and landed on the ocean
side, and the interpreter got off.

Q. ’ I thought you said earlier, there was an
interpreter along with your platoon on this operation.
Remembering this event change your mind about that?
Possibly, you're thinking about some other operation
where an interpreter was along?

A. ' It must have been, because I do remember
the interpreter did get off the helicopter.

Q. Was it more than one?

A. : There was more than one person that got off

of the helicopter, but only one was an interpreter. There
was a Vietnamese interpreter, it may have been two.

0. Was there an American officer with him?

A. Yes, sir. I believe it was a captain, if
I am not mistaken.

Q. Would you recognize a photograph of them if
you saw him? :
A, Possibly.

Q. Do you remember anything about the way the
captain was dressed? ' _
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A, Nothing that stands out in my memory, no, sir.
Q. | ' Had you ever seen him before?

A. I can't remember.

0. Are you sure it was a captain, or could it have

been a lieutenant?
A. I'm not sure, sir.

Q. After the offlcer and interpreter got off of
the helicopter, what happened then?

A. As far as my part goes, we set up our own little
security around there, and I was back away from them. I don't
- know what was said or who was questioned. This lasted about
30 to 45 minutes, and then they let the people go. If I
remember, I believe they did take a couple people with them,
or they brought the helicopter back in, and they took two or
three, it's not clear in my mind, though. I can't remember

it clearly.

0. Your best recollection of the time this was, was
between the time you set up for the night and darkness?

A, We got these people before we set up for the
night. This is on our way to our night defensive position.
Q. Did you have to take them along with you a long
way, before you got to your night defensive position?

A. No, sir, we didn't take them with us.

Q. You got them,right about the point where you

were going to set up for the night defense?

A. Yes, sir, and after they were questioned we
moved on up north away in order to throw them off in case
anyone was watching us and then moved back.

Q. - After .dark?

A. After dark, yes, sir.

LTC NOLL: Where did these people materialize from?
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A. They just come from the beach. They were just
there on the beach.

Q. No sampan or anything around?

A. I don't think there was.

Q. No swiftboats?

A. No, sir. I can't remember. Although there was

a ridge of sand between us and the ocean, and it was the lead
elements of our platoon that saw these people.

COL WILSON: Do you remember the location? Could you point
out the location on the photograph where this occurred?

A, I can't remember whether it was before the
bridge or after the bridge. I know this is all clear
beach up here on the ocean side, but there was a lot of
sand dunes there, and there were not too many trees around.
There were a few trees in the area, but it was relatively
clear. So, from this photograph, I'd say where we got the
people was about right here (indicating).

Q. You are talking about south of the bridge?

A, If I am not mistaken, sir.

Q. They were on the beach?

A. They were on the beach. When I saw them they

were on the beach. Now, where they came from, I don't know,
because I was in the back of the platoon, and by the time I
got there they were all on the beach and gathered up in a

grcup. ‘
Q. How many?

A. Right offhand, I'd have to say at least 15,
I can't remember exactly.

MR WALSH: Do you remember if théy were all men, or were
there women and children?

A, There were a couple of young boys that I do
remember,
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Q. Were there any women?

A. I can't remember, sir. The reason these boys
stuck in my mind is because they were better dressed than
the normal run of people in Vietnam. They were pretty well
dressed.

COL WILSON: The interpreter who came in the helicopter,
was he ARVN? Did he have on a uniform?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Did you say any of these people were evacuated?

A. It seems to me like there was one or two of
them were. '

Q. | Were they the young fellows, the young men?

A. No, sir. I don't believe it was.

Q. Any of them casualties or hurt?

A, No, sir. I don't think so.

0. You just left those people there?

A. Yes, sir. After they questioned them, they
just let them go.

Q. And moved on the ﬁight defensive position and
then back?

A. ' Yes, sir.

Q. Did anything else happen before you got to the
night defensive position?

A, We burned some hootches.

Q. Point number 4, location where 15 to 20 Vietnamese

were found on the beach, as described by the witness.
Where did you burn the hootches?

A. We burned several all the way alohg there
(indicating). I'd say six or seven of them were burned.
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It looked to me as if they had been abandoned. There weren't

any utensils or anything in the hootches.

Q. You said intially at the briefing that you were
not told to do this. Were you told to do this after you got
out there or what? Or who did this, and what was the reason
for it?

A, As we were going up the trail, the word came
back along to burn the hootches. It was passed back down
the column. I don't know who gave the order.

Q. Did you say you burned some of the hootches or
all of the hootches?

A. We burned some.' I don't think all of them were
burned. : :

MR WALSH: Were those the first hootches that you had seen
burned that day?

A. Yes, sir. As well as I can remember, those were
the first ones.

COL WILSON: Did you burn any around the bridge, the first
bridge that you crossed while the search was going on?

A, ‘ I can't remember whether we did that day or
the next. I don't know whether it was the lé6th or 17th.

LTC NOLL: Back searching near the bridge earlier in the
day, do you recall if anyone found a booby trap?

A, I think Specialist TAYLOR did.

Q. Do you remember any description of the booby
trap?

A, I didn't see it. I just heard about. it.

Q. ‘What did you hear?

A, The word came over to us while we were setting

over there by the bridge that somebody had found a booby
trap.
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0. In a hootch?

A. I can't remember, sir. The word eventually got
to us that someone had round a booby trap, and I believe it
was Specialist TAYLOR who had found it.

Q. Do you recall what kind of a booby trap it was?
A. No, sir.
- Q. What was your location with respect to Lieutenant

WILLINGHAM's CP, in other words, how far away were you from
the radio?

A. About 50 to 75 meters. I could see him from
where I was.

Q. Most of the time?

A. '~ Most of the time, yes, sir.

COL WILSON: There was nothing, then, that happened in the
march and when you got to the night defensive position, is
that correct?

A, Not that I can remember.

(The hearing recessed at 1215 hours, 22
January 1970.)

(The hearing reconvened at 1305 hours, 22
Januaxry 1970.) :

COL WILSON: The hearing will come to order.

RCDR: The following persons are present: COL WILSON,
MR WALSH, COL MILLER, LTC NOLL, and MAJ THOMAS.

COL WILSON: Mr. MICHENER, I remind you that you are still
under oath.

A; Yes, sir.
0. We have just covered your recollection of 16
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March up to the point of movement into the night defensive
positions, which we have indicated on the photo and marked
as Point 5.

_ Now, would you describe from the time that you
arrived there anything unusual that occurred in your night
defensive positions?

A. I don't really remember too well what happened
that night. One thing that sticks out in my memory is that
we kept seeing lights across this river over in this village
over here,

Q. You are referring to your west?

A. Yes, sir. That's all that really sticks out in
my memoxry, sir. It seems like we heard firing across the
river also.

Q. To your west?

A. Yes, sir, but it's not clear. I can't remember
whether it happened or not.

9.9 When you moved into this position, did you dig
in?

A. Yes, sir. We aia.

Q. Would you describe it as sandy terrain?

A. Yes; sir.

0. vWas it tough to dig into that?

A. No, sir. It was loose on top, and once you got

down about a foot it was kind of damp, so it would hold real
well.

Q. What area of the perimeter or of the defensive
position was your squad in?

A. We were on the western perimeter of our position.
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Q. Were you observing over to the west, across the
river?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Did you sleep much that night, or were you on

shift? How did you keep your security?

A, on shift, sir.
Q. What periods were you awake?
A. We had the guard on 2-hour shifts. I can't

remember what shifts I took. I remember I think I had from
2200 to 2400 at night, and my next one was 0400 to 0600, if
I'm not mistaken.

Q. You had two 2-hour shifts that night?
A. Yes, éir,
Q. Nothing occurred while you were on shift except

this firing that you think you remember, and some lights?

A. All I can remember seeing is the lights I saw.
I was on my first shift around midnight, and I reported to
the platoon CP. They told me to keep my eyes on it, and
at midnight I woke up my relief and went to sleep. They
didn't put the whole platoon on relief or anything. They
didn't think it was necessary.

Q. ‘ - What proportion of the platoon was awake during
the night?

A. At any one given time I would say about half of‘
it.

Q. Was half of your squad awake?

A. Yes, sir. That was SOP. We had half the sguad
awake at any one time.

Q. Do you remember what time you ate that evening?
A. About 1800, if I remember.
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Q. Did you do any more searching after you hit your
night defensive position?

A. No, sir.

Q. What time did you say that you got up the next
morning? You said you were awake from 0400 to 060072

A, I was awake when it was daylight. I stayed up.
Q. Did you wake up the rest of the squad, or did
everybody get up?

A. Everybody got up.

‘Q. What happened after that?

A. We aﬁe breakfast, and then we moved down towards

the bridge. We got in a column and moved kind of slow. It
took us maybe an hour or so. Maybe it was more than that.
We moved back towards the bridge. It was the same order of
march as the day before. The first squad was last, and I
was bringing up the rear, and just about the time that I
would say that the first of the column got to the bridge,

I heard an explosion. It was passed back along the column
that a Specialist TAYLOR had stepped on a mine right at the
end of a bridge--the very end of the bridge.

Q. Do you recall what time you departed your
defensive position?

A. | I can give you an approximation. It was about
0800, I'd say.

Q. As you approached the bridge you said you heard
an explosion?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. How far were you from the bridge theh?

A. I was about 100 to 150 meters.

Q. This was about 0900? I think you said it took

about an hour?
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A little after 0900.
What was the result? What caused that explosion?
Specialist TAYLOR stepping on a mine.

Was this at the bridge?

‘At the very end of the bridge.

And Specialist TAYLOR was at the lead element of

the platoons?

A.

Q.

him?

Q.
Were there

A.
Q.
A.

Q.

Yes.

Sergeant CARTER wasn't on poinf, was he?
Yes. J

Di¢ you see Specialist TAYLOR?

No, sir. I didn't.

Did you see a helicopter come in and evacuate

Evacuate him?
Yes?

Yes, sir.

Did you notice anything about the helicopter?

any markings on it?
It was a medevac chopper.
It did have the red cross on it?

Yes.

From the time that you heard the explosions and

the chopper came in, do you know how long it was?

A.

Over half an hour. It was a long time. We were

getting worried about where the chopper was. We were afraid
he was going to bleed to death.
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COL MILLER: Point 6 is the location depicting the wounding
of TAYLOR.

Where did the chopper land, do you know?
A. No, sir. I didn't. I saw it come over, but I
didn't see it land. There were a lot of trees and palm

trees and brush between me and where it landed. I didn't
see exactly where it landed.

Q. What happened after TAYLOR was evacuated?

A, They called in the gunships, and they came in--
I don't know where they came in from, but on the approach
it was right about here where I was sitting.

Q. You are pointing to the west side?

A, Right. Right by the water here. It was about
100 to 150 meters from the bridge. The helicopters came in
from the north. :

Q. They came in over My Lai (1)?
A. Right, and sprayed the whole area. They made
three passes that I can remember for sure and possibly more,

and then they left.

MR WALSH: How many helicopters?

A. Two, I believe.
Q. Two gunships?
A. Yes, I believe.

COL WILSON: These gunships made two runs?

A. More than two. I think it was three at least.
Q. They were all firing .passes?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. This would have been in the area southeast or

east of the bridge?
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A. I'd say southeast.

Q. Were the passes more along the coast, or weie they
inland a little bit? '

A. They were directly over--

Q. (Interposing) Right down the middle?

A. : ‘Yes, sir.

Q. The helicopters approached from the northwest to

the southeast, and that was the direction of their firing
-pass?

A, Right, sir. On the first pass they came right on
top of us, and they opened up back in here, and they were high
and shooting over us. One of the gunners must not have
controlled his guns, because PFC WILLIAMS was right in front
of me and sitting against a tree with his legs spread, and a
tracer round hit right between his legs.

Q. Were these miniguns?

A. On the first pass there were doorgunners.
Q. Do you recall any.rockets fired?

A, No, sir.

MR WALSH: Where exactly were you sitting with reference
to the bridge?

A, I'd say 100 meters north of the bridge back on
the trail I was telling you about. It went pretty straight,
and then it curved around to the right, and I was sitting
right in there facing back the other way.

Q. Do you remember if the choppers came right over
head on their gun run? :

A. ) They didn't come right over me, but they went
across in a diagonal line.

Q. If TAYLOR stepped on a mine about 0800--
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A, (Interposing) It was later than that.

Q. You had to wait a half an hour for the medevac?
Approximately what time would you put the gunruns by the
choppers?

A, I'd say around 0945 to 1000. It was around 0900
or after, before we got back to the bridge and Taylor stepped
on the mine.

Q. I realize that this was 2 years ago. We do have
some indication that it was about 0810 when he stepped on a
mine, and using that as a reference point, and that could be
off one way or the other, but using that as a reference point,
I think you said it was at least a half hour before the
medevac came to get him.

A. nght, and the gunships came about 10 or 15
minutes after the medevac.

Q. So it would have been around 0900°?

A. Yes.

COL WILSON: Point 7 is, "Two gunships made three firing
passes over the area." The approximate time of the pass
was approximately 15 to 20 minutes after the evacuation’
cf TAYLOR?

A. As well as I can remember.

LTC NOLL: Did you draw any sniper fire sometime after
10007

A. I don't remember, sir. I was so shook over him.
He was a very good friend of mine, and after hearing about
him getting wounded, the events for the next hour or so are
sort of dim, and I wasn't--I was in sort of a daze.

MR WALSH: You don't have any idea why they called in those
gunships, do you?

A. As far as 1 know, it was to clear the area.
Evidently, they thought that someone had come in during
the night and set up the mine, because it wasn't there
the day before, and they thought they mlght still be in
the area.
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Q. Was everyone pretty upset over TAYLOR?
A. Yes. He was a pretty well-liked man.

COL WILSON: The log entry for the 1lth Brigade says the

entry of 0831--the entry of 0831 shows the injury of the

booby trap tripped at 0810. The log indicates that it was
completed about 0830, or 20 minutes later, so we are talking
about somewhere about 0830. Now, about 15 or 20 minutes

later, 2 gunships came in, and we are talking about approaching
0900, 0845 to 0850. Could you identify anything on those
gunships? Their insignia or anything?

A. No, sir. I didn't look at them that close. You
see gunships every day, and you get used to them.

Q. : After they made their run, then what happened?
A. After they made their run the rest of the

company moved across the bridge, and we received orders
to move out south of the bridge down a little peninsula
and out on a search and destroy.

Q. Did this order seem to be any change from your
previous operation?

A. Yes, sir. We hadn't been ordered before to
destroy. This was an order to search the hootches and
burn them; search and destroy.

Q. When did you receive this order with relation
to the evacuation of TAYLOR?

A, It was afterwards, I believe.

Q. In other words, after you moved out you received
this ordex?

A. '~ Right.

Q. And the order was to move south on a search and
destroy operation?

A, Yes.

Q. All right, you started south, and what is the
first thing that happened after that?
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A, I remember hearing the lead elements firing on
something. I don't know what it was.

MR WALSH: What was your formation as the company moved
out? Do you recall?

A, It was either the 2d or the 3d Platoon that went
all the way over on the beach of the ocean side and moving

south along the beach. If I recall correctly, one platoon

moved generally on the edge of the beach, and then the lst

Platoon moved down the middle.

COL MILLER: The order of march was the lst Platoon on the
right, and then there was one platoon on the left? Were
they approaching in platoons abreast, or were they in
column? .

A. Column, sir.
Q. Was your platoon on a path?
A, Yes, sir.

MR WALSH: Which squad was in the lead?

A. The first squad; because I had the mine detector,
and I was right up in front this time.

Q. Do you recall where the mortar people set up?

A. To the east of the bridge.. .

COL WILSON: Did anything occur while you were moving south?
A, ’ Well, we picked up some prisoners-—-

MR WALSH: (Interposing) Just a moment, now. Earlier you
said that from the lead elements you could hear firing, and
when you thought about it some more, you said that you were
in the lead with the mine detector.

A. This was after the firing. You see, I heard the
firing. I guess there was quite a bit of it. They were

spraying the whole general area, and then the company moved
across—- .
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Q. (Interposing) I see. The lead elements of your
platoon were spraying the whole general area, and after the
gunrun and before the rest of the company came across to
join? :

A. Yes, sir.
Q. This is when you were still in the rear?
A. Yes, sir.
Q. Pick it up from there if you would, and

describe your movements?

A, After I heard the firing, I received orders

myself to come up and get the mine detector that TAYLOR

had been carrying, and so I moved up to the front then.

Apparently while I was back in the rear, they had

. captured a couple of Vietnamese people. I don't know
whether they were VC or if they were civilians. We

received ordexrs then to move south.

Q. Did you see the Vietnamese people they had
captured?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. - Were they women or men?

A. Men, sir.

Q. Did they have uniforms or web gear?

A, No, sir.

Q. Were they young or old?

A. One of them was in his twenties, I would say,

and the other one was fairly old.
Q. What happened to them?
A, ‘ They were made to walk in front of us as human
mine detectors. I received orders to move them out down

the trail and keep about 30 to 40 feet behind them.

Q. You moved them down the trail?

(MICHENER) 55 APP T-209

. FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

A. Yes, sir.
Q. ' Tell us everything you saw and heard.

COL WILSON: Let me get the point where you picked these
people up here on the map.

A. I first saw them here (pointing) in the general
area of the bridge. I came up from the rear here and picked
up the mine detector and moved on down south 50 or 75 meters
where the platoon CP, with Lieutenant WILLINGHAM, was with
the CO. Lieutenant WILLINGHAM said for me to move out south
along this trail. I was with my squad leader at the time.
The trail was relatively close to the river. Actually, it
was more of a marsh than a river. They told me to move out
and let these two Vietnamese people walk ahead of me so

that if anybody hit a mine, they would hit it first.

Q. Would you consider them as VC suspects?
A. Yes, sir.

MR WALSH: Were they picked up by the company coming across
the bridge, or were they picked up by your platoon?

A, I think they were picked up by the company as
they came across the bridge.

COL WILSON: Point 8 shows the route of march moving south
with the lst Platoon on the west side and one platoon on the
east or beach. The first squad was leading, and the 1lst
Platoon used two VC suspects to lead the column. What

was your question now?

MR WALSH: For him to describe everything that he saw and

heard as he moved out with the two Vietnamese in front of him?

A. After I came up to the area where Lieutenant
WILLINGHAM was and got the order to move out following the
two VC suspects, I moved south at a fairly slow pace. I
would walk and listen and then stop for a while. We
searched the surrounding area as we went, and as each
hootch was searched it was destroyed and burned. This

was the general plan as far as we could go south in that
direction. We burned all the way down.

(MICHENER) 56 ' APP T-209

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

148

20 -



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

COL WILSON: As I understand it, each village you hit, you
burned? ' _

A, Yes, sir. We gathered up the people as we went
through and kept them in one area and burned the villages as .
we went through.

MR WALSH: I take it as you first went through and moved out,
there were no villages, there were just scattered hootches?

A. Yes.

Q. About how far did you go before you ran into the
first big enough collection of hootches to call it a village
or a hamlet?

A. A pretty good distance.

Q. From the bridge, would you say it was 500 or 600
yards?

A. Probably more. than that.

Q. Now, about how long did it take you to get down

to that distance of 700 to 1,000 yards or whatever it was
from the bridge to the village?

A, I'd say about an hour and a half or 2 hours.

I remember when we got to the first village everyone was

real low on water. It was real hot, and we all were drinking
water fast, so we filled up our canteens there.

Q. | | Did you take a break there?

A. They didn’'t have a well. They had the water in
jars, and we filled up our canteens and dumped the water jars
out and broke them. We burned the hootches after we searched
them, and then we continued on south.

Q. Up to this point had you received fire from any
direction?
A, _ I had not, sir.
Q. Had your platoon been firing a lot into these
- hootches?
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A. Not that I remember, sir.

0. Were any of the soldiers dropping grenades into
the bunkers of the hootches?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Lots of them?

A. Lots of them, sir.

Q. - Did you see any civilians killed?

A, - No.

Q. None‘at all?

A, No, sir. I heard about them, but I didn't see

any of them.

Q. Well, you got to the first village, then, and
took a little break there and got some water and searched
out all the hootches in the village?

A, Yes, sir.

Q. Now, did they round up all the people in the
village?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Where were these people collected? Were they

collected in one place?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. About how many?

A, There weren't very many in that village.

Q. Did you hear anything about any civilians belng

killed in that wvillage?
A. No, sir. The ones that I heard about getting’

killed were the ones that were in that village, that they
were dropping grenades down on top of them in the bunkers.
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0. ' That's what I am talking about. Was that in
this first village?

A. It was all the way to the river. It was not in
one specific village, but I would say that it was all the way
to the river in all the hootches.

Q. " Do you remember in that first village or at any
place all the way down there, somebody finding a booby trap?

A. No, sir. Not off hand, I do not, sir.

Q. Several cartridges rigged together with some kind
of a trigger so that if somebody came into a hootch it would
go off?

A, No, sir.

Q. Up to the point that you got to the first village

and took a break, you didn't see any Vietnamese killed from
any cause? : :

A. No, sir.

Q. Did you see any of the soldiers rape any of the
females?

A, No, sir. I did not.

Q.- Did you ever hear about that later?

A. - I heard of one instance. This was back where

they were back spraying the village. One of the machine-

gunners named MADISON saw a naked woman run out of a hootch
and tried to get her to stop. He wanted to capture her or
something, I don't know, but he yelled at Joe to stop, and
not to shoot, her. This was all hearsay. I didn't see it.

0. You didn't see it?

A. No, sir.

Q. This is the only one that you heard about?

A, Yes, sir,.

Q. This was before the company joined up and while

you were still spraying the area?
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A, Yes, sir.

Q. When you were spraying the area, were people
pretty angry and looking for revenge maybe for TAYLOR?

A, Yes, sir. I would say that they were pretty
well stirred up.

Q. After you took that break in that village,
what happened then?

A, ' We moved on south, as I said, until we got just
as far south as we could go, burning hootches and destroying
as we went. When we got to the end of the peninsula, we
stopped there for a short period of time, maybe a half an
hour, and turned around and started back north.

Q. About what time did you get to the end of the
peninsula?
A, Somewhere around noon. I know that I was

getting real hungry, and they wouldn't let us stop to eat.

Q. Did you have lunch when you got to the end?

A, No, sir.

Q. Before yocu got to the end?

A, No, sir, not until we started back up.

Q. I think you said, as you were moving down, that

you would gather up the civilians along the way at the
hootches and so on. What did you do with them? You said
that there were not too many of them, but what did you do
with them?

A We gathered up this group and then went on past

Q. You reached the river sometime before lunch and
started back up, and vou stopped for chow sometime after you

started your return up. Do you have any idea what time it was?

A, I couldn't tell you, sir. My tail was really
dragging. I couldn't give you even an approximate time.
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Q. What happened, again, after you started moving
after chow?

A. We moved all the way back up to the brldge,
searching for anything we may have missed.

0. Did you go back up on the same path you came
down? :

A. Yes, sir. We moved on past the bridge and

continued up north.

Q. I want you to think very carefully about this,
now, and not run your time frames in together. Think very
carefully about this, now.

A; Wait. Before we got back to the bridge we set
up for the night. That's right (pointing).

Q. : Was that in about the area of the first village?
A. Yes, sir. | 7 |
Q. About what time did you get back to that area?
A, 1600 to 1700 or maybe later, because they flew

the chow into us, and it was getting pretty close to dark.
If I am not mistaken, while we were in the chow line we
received sniper fire from over here (pointing).

COL WILSON: Where was this nlght position? Can you show
me on the map here?

A, Here is the bridge, and it was right in here.
There was this marsh over hére.

COL WILSON: Point number 9 is the night position for B
company. Do you know where the other platoon was?

A, Somewhere in the general vicinity of the bridge.
MR WALSH: Did you use the two VC all day to lead you?
A, No, sir. When we got to the first wvillage they

were sent to the rear, if I am not mistaken. That was the
last I saw of them.
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Q. Did you stay on point all day?

A. No, sir, I didn't. It was getting so hot we
started rotating the point. Then, too, when they took the
two VC away from me I got kind of scared, and I didn't
want to be on point.

0. Who was?.

A. I don't remember.

Q. Whét was your position in the column?

A. I went back to the rear of the first squad,
which is my normal position.

Q. Was anybody following you when you got back to
the rear of the first squad?

A, Yes, the CP group was following us.

0. Now, do you remember finding any booby traps or

mines and destroying them as you moved on?

A. No, sir. I didn't find any myself.

Q. Do you know if your squad didz

A. To the best of my meﬁory, no, sir.

Q. Do you remember engaging two VC and killing one

of them sometime later in the day?

A. No, sir.

Q. " You don't remember any action all the way down
and coming back up again, other than burning the hootches

and grenading the hootches in- the villages?

AL Dropping gLenades down wells and things like
that is all I remember.

Q. How about firing your weapons? Were some people
reconning by fire in the villages? '
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A. Not to any great extent. They said to recon by
fire if you were not sure of what was in front of you.

Q. This was an order?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. From whom?

A. I received my orders from Sergeant LIAS. I don't

know who he got them from.

Q. So, as you approached the village, the lead
elements had already reconned by fire?

A. Yes, sir. They would fire 10 or 15 rounds of
small arms and maybe a half a belt of machinegun fire.

Q. How about after you got into the villages and
they were searching the hootches? Would they then recon
by fire in the hootches?

A. No, sir. I didn't hear of anything like that
happening. They used an awful lot of TNT on bunkers, in
fact they had to call for a resupply of it.

Q. What do you mean by bunkers?

A, A bunker is a reinforced position. Each family

or hootch in Vietnam had one bunker that they could get into
in case of shelling or something like that. This was for the
civilians to get into. They usually had one under the house
or beside the house, and we called these bunkers. Everyone
was so shook up and so scared about booby traps and mines,
that they didn't go down and check them out. They. were
throwing grenades and bombs that were made out of C4 and

TNT. They were throwing them down first.

Q. Did anyone tell them to look out that there
might be people down in those bunkers before they threw
the grenades and TNT down them?

A, If they did, I didn't hear it.

Q. Nobody was too concerned about that?
A. No, sir.
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Q. Did this strike you as unusual, or was this the
normal way of searching? )

A. It struck me as being unusual, but they told
us that anybody in that area was supposed to be VC or VC
sympathizers because it was supposed to have been broad-
cast before hand that we were coming in.

Q. You got this from Sergeant LIAS?

A. Yes.

Q. Anybody else?

A. I believe Lieutenant WILLINGHAM might have mentioned
it, too.

Q. Since they were all VC or VC symphatizers nobody

was too concerned about their being people in these bunkers
and they would just throw a grenade in there?

A. Yes, sir.

LTC NOLL: What was the principal explosive used against
the bunkers?

A, TNT and C4 and a blasting cap.

Q. I'm not that familiar with the operation. Did
it take some time toc get up to the bunker and attach the
oL ¥

A. What they did was take a quarter pound of TNT
and wrapped a stick of C4 around it. The C4 is rather
hichly explosive and pliable and they would wrap it around
the TNT and put a fuse on it and a blasting cap and they
would light the fuse and toss it down in the bunker.

Q. This was down without a visual inspection to
see if anyone was down in the bunker?

A. Yes, sir.

MR WALSH: You say you had to get a resupply because you
were using so much TNT?
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A. Yes. They were using an awful lot of it.
Q. When did they get the resupply?
A. Sometime in the afternoon. I don't know exactly

what time. They called for some and it was brought in and
passed out.

Q. Did the CP group call in for it?

A. Yes, sir. Generally, every man in the platoon
carried a little bit of C4 and one block of TNT because the
point team did most of the demolition work and they were
demolition trained, but they couldn't carxy all that stuff
themselves. It would kill them, so they generally split it
up and each man would carry some and when they needed it it
would be brought up to them and they would make up their
demolitions.

COL WILSON: Who carried the demolition caps generally?

A. The point team, since nobody else would carry
them.

LTC NOLL: After a bunker was blown up, would they go

and visually check the bunker cut and see what kind of

job was done?

A. I don't know, sir.

MR WALSH: Did you ever hear about it?

A. No, sir.

COL WILSON: Let me see if I can fix that resupply.

A. The resupply may have come in on the chopper we
had with the chow. I am not sure when, but we did have to

be resupplied on about everything; ammunition, demolitions
and all.

Q. - What time was this?

A, The chow chopper came in about 1700.

Q. Had you reached yoﬁr defensive position for the
night? -

A. Yes.

-
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Q. I'm sorry if I am repeating, but was this the
only resupply or was this just for chow? Did you see only
one helicopter?

A, I think that was the only one, sir.

MR WALSH: Did you say that they had to resupply with
ammunition as well?

A. Yes, sir. It was because they were reconning
by fire. When we were in the field we tried to keep as
much of a basic load of ammo--this depended really on the
individual man, but it was at least 14, and I carried 30
magazines.

Q. Did you use it all up?

A. I didn't, sir. During the whole day I shot
about four magazines of ammo just reconning by fire.

Q. But the company was awfully short on ammunition
by the end of the day?

A. Yes.

COL WILSON: 1In addition to point 9 there was a resupply
chopper brought in with rations and ammo.

MR WALSH: Do you know if your company turned in a body
count for this day?

A, - If they did, I don't know anything about it, but

I imagine they did. It was standard operating procedure. If

we had made any contact or had any enemy killed they turned
in a body count.

LTC NOLL: Did you have any enemy killed that day?
A. Not to my knowledge, no, sir. Other than the
the people in the bunkers, sir, I don't know if they turned

in a body count on them or if they counted them. It's not
clear in my mind that they were enemy.
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MR WALSH: I have the impression that you are reluctant
to tell us that except which you actually saw with your
own eyes. This is a good practice for anybody, but things
that you heard may also be helpful to us, even though it
may be rumor. Don't be reluctant to tell us about it be-
cause it might just be enough for us to follow-up on it
with someone who actually saw it. We are not here in a
courtroom where you have to tell only that which you
actually saw. This is an investigation in which we are
trying to find out exactly what happened. I'd like to
ask you again if you can recall and tell us what you did
hear regarding the people that were killed in the bunkers
and whether you actually saw it or not?

A, I heard the fact that the point team, which
as I said did all the demolition work, would go up to a
bunker with their bombs and demolitions and throw it in
and then if anybody came out they were shot to a man.

Q. Was this something that they were ordered to do?
A. I don't know, sir.

Q. You didn't hear whether they were or not?

A. No,'sir. It is not something that I heard so I

can't say.

Q. - Did you have the impression that this was Pinkville
and this was a search and destroy thing, this was something
that they were either ordered to do or they thought they were
supposed to do?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. 'Rather than something that they were doing because
they were afraid that they might get in trouble for, for
example? I may not be making myself very clear.

A, I think I know what you mean. The guys on the
point team were not the kind of guys that would just wantonly
kill somebody unless they had been instructed to do so. It
might have been the fact that three of the guys on the point
team--the three on the team were all very close to Specialist
TAYLOR and they were pretty upset and it could have been this
or they could have been ordered to do it. I don't know.
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COL WILSON: I have a question on this particular point.
Initially when we started out, it was stated that these’
kinds of instructions were not given in the initial brief-
ing as you said as to this type of operation?

A, As well as I can remember, it was supposed to be
just a normal search operation. They may have said to search
and destroy, but I can't remember if they did. We got brief-
ings almost every day to pin down one briefing as opposed to
another is about impossible to do.

Q. What I am trying to determine is if you feel there
was a change in this operation after you were committed from
what it was intended to be when you started it?

A, I would say so in my opinion, sir. Yes, sir.

Q. : In other words, the briefing that you received
and what you were told to do prior to the operation and
what you were told to do by both--you said your platoon
leader also got you together, both your squad leader and
platoon leader--that concept changed after you arrived

in the objective area?

A. As well as I remember, sir there was nothing
said when we received our briefing prior to the operation,
there was nothing said about killing people. It was
supposed to be normal search operation. 2As I say it was
over 2 years ago and it might have been search and destroy.

Q. Did you feel that the people in your company had
a difference of mind about a search and destroy and a search
and cleax?

A, Yes, sir.

Q. Had you conducted any search and destroy operations
prior to this? '

A. No, sir.

Q. But you had been in this area before?

A, Yes, sir.

Q. _ In this same area?
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A. Yes, sir, but we only searched and cleared it.
We didn't search and destroy it.

MR WALSH: Where was this point team operating? Were
they on the beach?

A, Generally where the hootches were because that is
where you find the bunkers.

Q. Now, you were the point man for awhile?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. You were with the point team up to a certain point?
A. Yes, sir. All this and what I told you about the

bunkers and everything took place before I took the point.
Most of it that I heard and everything happened before we
started moving south and before I took over the point, this
was in the general area right around the bridge. I was only
on the point for 45 minutes or an hour.

Q. You had the mine detector. You wouldn't be
clearing with demolitions? '

A. No, sir. I had the mine detector. I was just
clearing a path.

Q. And the rest of the point team was going off
into the hootches? 1Is that right?

A, Yes. They were behind me doing the demolition
work. I was just clearing a path so we would move down a
path.

LTC NOLL: You say that much of the destruction of the
bunkers took place before you moved away from the bridge?

A. Yes, sir. I heard that they were shooting the
people as they came out of the bunkers.

MR WALSH: This was right after TAYLOR hit the mine?
A. - Yes. It was an hour or'two after he was evacuated.
LTC NOLL: You all were upset about TAYLOR?

A. Yes, sir.
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Q. The day before the 2d Platoon experienced some
casualties. Did this have any effect on the platoon?

A, I would say in a minor way they were affected
by it, sir. Lieutenant COCHRAN was the old 1lst Platoon
leader and he did get killed. We all liked him and re-
spected him and this shook us up a little and when TAYLOR
got it, this shook us up for a while.

MR WALSH: As I recall it there were not too many hootches
around the bridge.

A, I would say that there were 10 to 12 hootches -
around the bridge. They covered a pretty big area, but
there were not that many hootches. Each one of them had
a bunker at or arocund the hootch, and from what I heard
there must have been people around or in those bunkers
that they were throwing demolitions into.

Q. Later on you heard that they were throwing more N
demolitions in and finishing more people off further on down? 33
A. Yes, sir. :

o
Q. When you got back up to the night defensive positions, N

were there some civilian detainees in the area?

A. I think there were a few, sir. I couldn't give
you a number or nothing. They went out on the resupply.

Q. Were there any women there?
A. Not that I remember, sir.
Q. Did you ever hear of any soldier taking one of

these women and raping her sometime during the night or
sometime during that day?

A. No, sir.

Q. Do you remember hearing that a wounded woman had
been brought up to the bridge, a Vietnamese woman?

A, Yes, sir.
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Q. What do you remember about it?

A. Only that there was a dustoff up there, but as
far down as I was in the squad they didn't tell me what
they did or why. What I got was generally rumor and just
passed down to me.

Q. Other than the point team, did you hear about
anybody else, either in another platoon or in your platoon
proceeding in the same way; that is, putting demolitions
in the bunkers and shooting anyone that came out?

A. No.

Q. The only thing that you heard related to just
the point team?

A. Yes, sir. Possibly someone other than the point
team could have, but I remember the events that centered
around the point team. They handled the demolition work.

Q. Did you hear any estimate of the total number
of people that might have been killed that way?

A. Yes, sir. It was 85.

Q. Who counted that up?

A. Someone had counted them, sir. They stated at

the end of the day that 85 people were killed that day.
During the whole day's operations there were supposed to
have been 85 people killed. This was all the way to the
end and I never saw one of them. .

Q. Do you remember when you got half-way down to
the bridge and down to the end? Do you recall the last
half of the trip down there not seeing too many people?

A. That's right, sir.

Q. The villages were deserted when you got down that
way? :

A. Yes, sir.
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Q. There wouldn't have been many people killed down
there because there wasn't many people around?

A. Yes, sir. We saw a few, but not many. I think
many of those were those coming in off of sampans from the
ocean.

Q. In other words, the last half of your trip down
there there wasn't much shooting?

A. No, sir. It was pretty open so we didn't have
to do much reconning by fire.

Q. So, most of the shooting and the demo work would
have been done from the bridge and down to the area of the
night defensive position?

A. Right.
Q. Did your CP move with your platoon?
A, Most of the CP stayed where the weapons platoon

was at the bridge. Captain MICHLES and his RTO and then the
FO followed our platoon right on down.

Q. ' 'Did Captain MICHLES and Lieutenant WILLINGHAM

observe the procedures followed by the point team in clearing

out the people and the hootches?

A. Possibly. I didn't see the two groups anywhere
together.
Q. I imagine if you put some dynamite into a bunker

and you are shooting the people that are running out you
won't need too good an eyesight, especially if you were
following the group, to see the results?

A. That's right. He probably did, but I wasn't
there and can't say.

. Q. T can understand you .being on the point with the
mine detector and moving along looking for booby traps and
not seeing much, but the CP group following along behind
would have probably seen some of these things?

A. Probably, sir.
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COL WILSON: He was following the lead squad and not the
point now. Your normal distance between these elements
in usually 25 to 100 meters.

LTC NOLL: You said that you were moving in a platoon
column? _

A. Yes, sir. We would spread out to search and
regroup and then spread out to search and move some more.

- Q. Then it is possible that it wouldn't be up to
just the point element to throw demolitions into bunkers?

A. Right, sir. All I know is they handled the
demolitions. I'm not trying to put any blame on them.
They did go to demo school and nobody else knew anything
about it as far as crimping the caps and things like that.

Q. The 'other follows knew how to use grenades and
their M-16's?

A, It's possible. 1In the wells and hootches grenades
were effective, but in the bunkers the grenades didn't do any
good. They might kill somebody in it, but the ocbjective in
throwing demolitions into the bunkers was to destroy the
bunkers themselves as well as anybody that might possibly
be in them, and to cave the bunker in. A grenade would not
do this. It might kill or maim anybody in it, but the
demolitions were a whole lot more effective.

Q. Where did you hear the number 8572
A, I don't recall offhand. During our defensive
position I was told that 85 people were supposed to have

been killed that day. Someone had apparently got down into
the bunkers and counted.

Q. - Did that bother you when you heard it?

A, Yes, it bothered me. It bothered me gquite a bit.
Hearing about that woman bothered me.

Q. But you didn't think anything about it. That's
what I can't figure out. '
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A, There were supposed to be 85 people killed, but

I didn't see a person. I never saw body one. The only ones
that T saw was the two walking in front of me and I wasn't
about to take my eyes off of them.

Q. Do you remember your squad leader or your platoon
leader talking about it at all?

A. No, sir.

Q. Do you remember them telling you that you did
a good job or didn't do a good job?

A, Everyone was kind of quiet and thinking about
what they had done and what everyone else had done. I

think most of the people were a little ashamed of themselves
and I was very ashamed of even being part of the group.

Q. Were you ashamed because of the operations that
were being conducted as far as what you heard or what you
saw? :

A. Of what I heard. I wasn't ashamed of the Army
or anything like that. I heard about this woman getting
killed and her just running out of the hootch. Nobody said
whether she had a weapon or not. I don't know. I just
didn't go for killing women and kids.

LTC NOLL: Was there ever another day comparable?

A. ' Not unless it was the next day after that.

COL WILSON: We got to the night defensive position which
is point 9. I'm going to read what I have so far. "Night
defensive position. Recon by fire used in movement from
southern tip of peninsula. Resupply chopper brought ammo,
demo and chow."

MR WALSH: I would say also that he heard that there
were 85 killed during that day.

COL WILSON: Now, these 85 were all Vietnamese and not U.S.
types?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. And this was all on the 17th that you heard about?
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A. Yes, sir.

Q. These were all in the B Company area?

A, Yes, sir.

Q. Did anything occur that night?

A. Yes, sir. When we were set up on our night de-

fensive position and sometime during the night while I was
guard we heard firing. I'd say that we were on the western
side of the perimeter so we heard firing from the west and
almost directly in front of me and a pretty good distance
away. We didn't receive orders to fire, but we didn't
know who was out there and who was doing the firing. C
Company was supposed to be over in that area so they said
that we shouldn't do any firing in that area because we
might hit our own men. We heard the next day that they
had been ambushed and someone tried to sneak into their
perimeter or something and that is what all the firing was
about. That's all that happened in our area that night.

Q. This was when you were on security watch that night?

A, I was just off'watch when this happened. Someone
woke me up and said there was firing out there.

Q. Do you recall any flares that night when you were
on watch?

A, Not while I was on watch, sir. They might have
gone off while someone else was on watch, but I don't recall
seeing any.

Q. All right. The next morning when you moved out
and you passed the bridge, was there any activity there?

A, Not that I remember, sir.

Q. You continued on to the next day. Was there any
activity that you recall?

No, sir. ©Not until we got up to where the lst

A,
Platoon had the ambush.
Q. What happened beyond that?
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A, As near as I can remember we moved up here
(pointing). We came across here (pointing).

Q. Which platoon was working on the north side
of the village?

A. I'm not sure. I think it was the 3d Platoon.
Q. You don't recall finding a rice cache in there
do you?

A. I remember we found it, but I don't know when.

I don't think it was the 1lst Platoon that found it. I
think it was one of the other platoons.

MR WALSH: Anything happen on the 18th when you moved up?

A. Not that I can remember. I don't remember too
much about the movement that day.

Q. Do you remember anything about giving medicine

or medical treatment to people that were out here (pointing)?

A, It's possible. I can't remember.

Q. Do you remember a medical team coming in by
chopper?

A. Right. I vaguely remember. Like I said, most
of the day I was up in this area (pointing).

Q. You were collecting them and sending them back?
A. Right.

Q. Were they using any demolitions in the hootches

as they collected the people from this area?

A. No, sir. Apparently the people further on down
had heard what had happened up here (pointing) and they were
very passive.

Q. They were passive down there (pointing)?

A. Right, sir. As we moved on down they just said
to gather the people up and--

Q. (Interposing) On the beach?
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A. Right.

COL WILSON: Point number 10 indicates the movement of
B Company north of the night defensive positions of 17
March.

On 18 March two platoons, the lst Platoon on
the right and the 3d Platoon on the left searched Ky Xuyen
(1) and An Ky, returning 250 to 300 villagers to the beach.
0. You do recall the MEDCAP team coming in?

A. _ It seems like I'do, sir. Like I say, I was
up pretty far on the beach.

Q. You weren't down with the people?

A. No, sir. 1Initially I was down there, but I
turned around and came back.

Q. Did you see helicoptefs coming in?

A, Yes, sir. I saw three or four coming in.

Q. Do you recall how they were marked?

A, No, I don't, sir.

Q. Did you, at any time, see the swiftboats during

this operation come up to the beach here, or did you have
any communication with the swiftboats?

A. I recall something about them, but--
Q. (Interposing) Do you remember the time or the
location?

- A, No, sir. It may have been before the platoon

ambush. I don't know. I remember something about one of
the swiftboats and a sampan and the swiftboats bringing
some people into us.

MR WEST: Was this here on point 4 where you said there
were 15 to 20 people on the beach?

A, Right. I think that is where it was.
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COL WILSON: What happened the rest of the day on the 18th?

A. We just generally searched the rest of the
hootches and got the people out and searched the hootches
one by one looking for mines, booby traps, food caches
and so on.

Q. In these hootches, did you find any military
equipment at all?

A. Not that I know of. One of the other platoons
might have, sir.

LTC NOLL: Did you destroy the food cache?

A. I don't remember whether we found any or not.
The people were being questioned on the beach in a group
and apparently someone ratted on somebody. There were
some VC suspects detached from the group. This was in
the afternoon. Later on in the eveing we set up another

170

night defensive position northeast of the village on the

beach. There was a group of palm trees there in an open

area. We set up a night defensive position right about _

here (pointing). o
N

COL WILSON: In the Ky Xuyen (1) area?

A. Right. The lst Platoon was set up facing ncrth-

east. I can't remember what platoon was here (pointing).

The 3d Platoon was here (pointing). I think the 24 Platoon

was here (pointing).

COL WILSON: The 2d Platoon was facing north. The 3d Platoon
was facing west. The lst Platoon was east and there was '
nothing on the water.

A. They had mike boats out there patrolling. Every-
thing was calm until 0200 that morning and we got mortared.

I came off guard at 0200 that morning. My foxhole was on the
beach. There was an old foxhole that was already dug out and
I crawled into it. As I was walking back I heard, what I
thought at the time, was shots. I had never seen a mortar
fired at night. I turned around and went back to this sandy
hill about 4 or 5 feet high and fell in behind it and started
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returning fire in the direction of where I saw the flashes.
I saw the flashes, but I thought they were gun flashes.
All of a sudden I started hearing explosives all around
me and they walked the xrounds right back through the middle
‘of the perimeter and right directly in a line. The first
one hit in a foxhole there with one of the machinegunners.
He was in a position there and it hit right in the middle
of the foxhole. The second one hit about 200 yards behind
us and they walked them to a total of about 6 rounds that
they walked in. After I started returning fire, MADISON--
I got him and he was still pretty groggy and was Jjust
waking up and he started returning the fire right down
.this direction (pointing). . The mortar fire was coming
from xright over here. It couldn't have been more than
150 yards away from us at the most and we all started
returning fire and everybody opened up. Someone in this
area (pointing) had reported seeing troops coming in
through a sniperscope. At this time, evidentally they
were planning hitting us after they mortared us. We
opened up on this side. As a matter of fact we opened

up all around the perimeter. The firing lifted in about
3 or 4 minutes and we called in a medevac and got all the
dead and wounded out. I think there was one killed and
seven wounded and another died the next day. We really
dug in deep then. I might say that before that they
called in artillery from Uptight. I was right on the
edge of the perimeter and Lieutenant WILLINGHAM came to
me and asked me if I had any trip flares and I told him
that I had three or four. He told me to follow him and
we went right to the edge of that open edge. He told

me to pull the pin on one and go out there and throw it
up in the air. To be frank, I locked at him and said,
"Are you crazy?" He said, "Go out there about 20 yards
and pull the pin on one and throw it up in the air." I
said that a man could get killed doing that and he gave
me a direct order to do it and I went out and did it.
This marked our position for the artillery. About 5
minutes later he told me to do it again and I did. Then
the artillery came in with about 10 rounds and then

they called in the "Spooky." He used up one mess of

ammo flying around the whole area for about a half an
hour. During this time the medevac came in and got

the dead and wounded out. This must have been around
0300 and we received orders to really dig in because

they were expecting a major attack the next hour. I
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had taken over MILUS' machinegun because his assistant gunner
went wild and grabbed the machinegun and took off and started
spraying the whole area. We had to pull him back and I had
to take over the machinegun., We started digging in real
deep. I had a foxhole about 6 feet deep by daylight. I
don't know if these were people that they separated the next
day oxr not, but they had three prisoners or two prisoners.
Someone passed it on to him that I had seen the muzzle flashes
from the mortar. I was told to point out where the muzzle
flashes came from and we sent out a patrol. I had to go with
them to show them where it was and as we went back through
there we could see the foot prints in the sand. We could

see what they called the "Ho Chi Minh slicks" or rubber

tire sandals. We could see that there were four of them and
they were real deep in the sand and they were carring a lot
of heavy,equipment. It must have been an 81 mortar that they
had or their egquivalent. We searched the hootches again
thinking that maybe we had missed something the day before
and they had been there, but they "di di mau'd" out of the
area.

Q. Did you find what you think was the location of
the mortar?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Did they havé a base plate?

A, They set it in the ground. That's well know over

there. They don't carry base plates. They set it in the
ground and I guess they wear asbestos gloves and adjust it
by hand. We found the hole in the ground. It was a little
knob where they had set it in the ground

Q. You said that these flashes appeared to be about
150 yards away from you?

A, It was just across this open area (pointing). It
was just about 50 to 75 yards across this open area and the
mortar I would say was 25 yards into the woods.

Q. Would you show me approximately where that
position was?

A. In here (pointing).
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Q. "Right in here (pointing)?

A, | Yes, sir.

Q. You found this mortar position down by the beach?
A, It was in the woods. It wasn't on the beach. It

wasn't more than 50 feet from where the woods stop and the
beach. starts. You had a lot of trees here (pointing) and there
was a trail with trees along both sides of it. It was a crooked
trail and they were right in the middle of the trail with that
mortar. The next morning, I stood in a line from where I saw
the mortar flashes and I could look rlght straight down that
trail.

Q. Did you find any remains of the ammunition or shells?

A. That little hole in the ground was all there was

to indicate that they were there. The point from where the
foot prints came up to--that was another way to tell where it
was. The foot prints were in that general area and they
started back. You could see where they came up and went back.

LTC NOLL: You don't recall anybody that was in your position
the next morning, do you, by chance?

A, No, sir. I remember seeing tail fins, but I think
they were from the rounds that had come in.

Q. That's what I mean, from the rounds that came in?
A. Yes, sir. I remember seeing those.

Q. Were they 60's or 81's?

A. Sixty I would have to say because they were too

small for 8l's. They were silver.
MR WALSH: What time was this patrol?

A. It was early in the next morning. I would say
about 0800.

Q. ' Who was on it?

A. Myself and members of the first squad.

Q. Lieutenant WILLINGHAM?
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A. I don't know whether he was along or not. I
know Sergeant LIAS was along and this was the point where
I saw Sergeant LIAS--the man that was killed was negro
and him and LIAS were real close. We were using them for
human mine detectors again and we took these men down and
we started. searching the area. We got to the first row
of hootches and evidentally he had been brooding about

it all night and he just calmly--I can't say it was calm,
but he lost his head and he switched his rifle around and
starting hitting him over the head and he had to be for-
cibly restrained.

Q. Did he do any damage to the Vietnamese?

A, He put a couple of bruises on him and a knot
or two on his back. The Vietnamese got his head down so
he couldn't hit him on the head and he was hitting across
his back.

Q. . Who restrained Sergeant LIAS?

A, I don't recall. I think it was Sergeant WYATT.
I don't recall who he was, but I do recall that he had to
be pulled off the Vietnamese.

Q. Do you remember if Sergeant LIAS was in charge
of this patrol or was their another NCQ or officer along?

A. I don't remember, sir. Lieutenant WILLINGHAM
may have been there, but as I said our group was scared
because, like I said, those mortar rounds were dropping all
around the night before. I was so shook up that nothing
was really clear in my mind except the fact as to what or
where the mortar position was and what time they started
mortaring us.

0. What happened next?

A. We searched the area and we couldn't find anything.

The tracks went on over through the hootches and then we
couldn't follow the tracks and of course they had a good
4, 5, or 6 hour head start so it was really useless to try
to follow them. We searched throughout the area that day
until around noon.
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Q. Did you go back to Uptight?

A. I think we went back to Dottie.

COL WILSON: You went back to Dottie?

A. Yes, sir. We departed this area (pointing).

MR WALSH: You departed what time? Could part of the company
have gone to Uptight and part of the company gone to Dottie?

A. Yes. I can't remember if they went to Uptight
or Dottie. :

COL WILSON: Did you go back to where you started from or
did you go back to a different one?

A, I'm pretty sure. I know Dottie is where the task
force headquarters was. :

Q. You went back to Dottie. You're sure?
A. Right.
MR WALSH: Do you remember anything when you got back? Were

you questioned about the operation or about any mistreatment
of civilians or any atrocities being committed?

CA. I myself wasn't questioned. No.
Q. Was anybody else?
A. It seems to me that I recall someone else saying

that someone was in the area asking questions.

To get back to this about burning the hootches.
Someone had evidentally got their ass in a sling because
when we were moving up this way and the whole company was
moving up this way we received orders not to burn any more
hootches. ‘ :

Q. On the 18th?
A. On the 18th.
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Q. About where were you when that happened?

A, It was after we had passed the bridge and we
got to the area where we found a few of these hootches
the day before that and someone said something about
burning the hootches we had missed and they said, "No.

Don't burn any more hootches." That came from Captain
MICHLES.

Q. Did you hear him say it?
A. No. I didn't hear him say it, but I was told
that the CO said not to burn any more hootches.

Q. That would have been sometime around noon on
the 18th?
A. Yes, sir.
Q. Late in the morning or around noon on the 18th?
A, Right. He said something about the hootches

being destroyed the day before that. The rest of the time
that I was in Vietnam we were really careful about what
we burned.

Q. Did anybody say anything about dynamiting hootches?
A, No. Nobody said anything to me about it and I
didn't hear anything about it.

Q. You did hear something about burning hootches?

A, Yes.

0. So when you got back to Dottie, did you ever hear

that an investigation was being made of the operation?

A, Not that I recall. No, sir.

Q. And nobody spoke to you and asked you any guestions
about it?

A, No, sir.

Q. You didn't give any statement?

A, No, sir.
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Q. Did Captain MICHLES say anything about an in-
vestigation being made or not to talk about the operation?
A. I don't recall anything, sir.

Q. But you did hear rumors or you heard that someone

was asking questions about it?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. What did you hear in that respect?
A. Well, as near as I can remember there was a

rumor going around the entire company. They wondered why
we suddenly stopped burning hootches and they said, "Some-
body is all fired up about it and they are having some sort
of an investigation or something."

Q. Did you understand by "somebody" they meant
somebody higher up? ;

A, Yes, sir. Higher up in the battalion or brigade
had lost his cool about it happening and evidently Captain
MICHLES had received orders not to burn any more hootches
and he passed the word on to us.

Q. And from that point on in the operations under
Captain MICHLES you were pretty careful about burning hootches?

A, Yes, sir. Captain MICHLES was real careful. Up
to the time that he got killed in the helicopter crash we
didn't burn any more hootches unless he received orders from
higher up himself. I can't recall ever burning a hootch or
seeing a hootch burned after that until he got killed.

COL WILSON: I'm going to try to get this on here about this
order to stop the burning. That was the 18th while you were
moving--

A. (Interposing) North.

Q. North. Was it before or after you passed your
previous night defensive position or your ambush?
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A. It evidently must have been afterwards because
up until the point where we had our ambush, everything had
been pretty well burned. It almost had to be after that.
When we came to the hootches that hadn't been burned and
someone asked him and he said, "No." It almost had to be
afterwards.

Q. You were almost into Ky Xuyen?
A. Yes, sir.
Q. I've got an 1nd1catlon here that when you moved

noxrth on the l8th that you burned some huts?

A. That was on the 1l6th.
Q. The 16th?
A, Yes, sir, because we were going up there to set

up our ambush that night.

Q. It was on.the ofher side of this sand bar?

A. Before we got to the sand bar, sir.

Q. Just about at your night defensive pbsition?
A (Pointing) Just about. In this area.

Q. _ .You didn't hear this before this time about

burning?

A. Not that I can recall, sir.

Q. That was on the 18th?

A, Yes, sir.

MR WALSH: On the 18th, as you were moving from your
night defensive position of the 17th, up to the bridge,
you would have passed through areas where the point
people had been doing some demolition work the day
before?

A. Yes, sir.
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Q. I think I asked you before if you had seen any
dead people on the previous day. You said you had not seen
anybody and I wonder if you, on the 18th, as you moved back
up through that area, whether you saw any bodies anywhere?

A. No, sir.
Q. Not a one?
A. Not a one. I think what happened on that case is

while we were south the people came across the bridge. They
do that gquite often over there and if there is any dead and
wounded they will gather them up and bury them because in that
heat you can't leave somebody out very long. That is possibly
what happened. I don't know.

Q. Did you see any new graves as you moved up?
A. No, sir .
0. Did you see any Vietnamese back around the villages

or policing up the bodies?

A, No, sir. Now, as we were going down that day or
the day before, we passed through a graveyard in this area.

here (pointing) that had some fresh graves in it. I can't

say that they were dug that night before, but the dirt was

fresh. I remember seeing by the color that they were fresh
graves.

Q. That was during your movement?
A, Yes, sir. That was during our movement south.
LTC NOLL: Going back to the first day. You were on the

second lift. Do you recall if the art