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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: HARLOW, Richard A. 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 31 January 1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL : None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: Squad Leader ,  Thi rd  
P l a toon ,  B/4/3. 

1. PRIOR TRAINING IN THE RULES OF LAND WARFARE. 

The w i t n e s s  was a s s igned  t o  t h e  u n i t  i n  A p r i l .  
During t h e  t r a i n i n g  phase i n  Hawaii he  d i d  r e c a l l  r e c e i v i n g  
t r a i n i n g  i n  t h e  handl ing  of PW's and noncombatants (pg .2 ) .  
The w i t n e s s  thought  t h a t  he  r e c e i v e d  c l a s s e s  on t h e  
l e g a l i t y  of  o r d e r s  and s t a t e d  t h a t  h i s  unders tanding  
was t h a t  i f  you thought  an o r d e r  was wrong you would c a r r y  
it o u t  and then  complain about  it (pg. 2 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  
r e c a l l  r e c e i v i n g  any t r a i n i n g  i n  Vietnam on t h e  handl ing  
of p r i s o n e r s  o f  war (pg. 3 ) .  The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  he 
had been i s s u e d  ~ x h i b i t  M-2 wh i l e  i n  Vietnam and had a l s o  
r e c e i v e d  c l a s s e s  on E x h i b i t  M - 3  '(pg. 3 ) .  

2. HIS PARTICIPATION I N  THE EVENTS AT MY LAI. 

The w i t n e s s  desc r ibed  t h e  t h i r d  p l a t o o n  a s  be ing  , -. 
organized  i n t o  two r i f l e  squads du r ing  t h e  month of 
March (pg.  1 7 ) .  He s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  squad l e a d e r s  were 
Se rgean t  SCHINDLER and Se rgean t  HATHAWAY (pg.  1 8 ) .  The 
w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  t h i n k  he  had p a r t i c i p a t e d  wi th  t h e  p l a toon  
i n  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  (pgs .  2 1 ,  22) . He s t a t e d  t h a t  h e  was 
o u t  of  t h e  f i e l d  on t h r e e  d i f f e r e n t  occas ions ;  once on R&R;  
once i n  t h e  h o s p i t a l  w i t h  r a b i e s ;  and once w h i l e  a t t e n d i n g  
comat l e a d e r s h i p  school  (pg. 3 ) .  Although t h e  
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~ i e u t e n a n tLEWIS had raped t h e  woman and h e  "had no 
r e s p e c t  f o r  t h e  man a f t e r  t h a t "  (pg.  20 )  . The wi tnes s  
a l s o  mentioned an i n c i d e n t  i n  which LEWIS had "kicked 
and jumped and thrown h i s  helmet"  a t  a  p r i s o n e r  (pg.  21) . 

d.  The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  he  knew mar i juana  was 
used by members of  Task Force  Barker ,  b u t  s t a t e d  t h a t  
it w a s  never  used on o p e r a t i o n s  by h i s  men (pg.  1 7 ) .  

e. The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  he normally c a r r i e d  a 
camera and photographed i n c i d e n t s  (pg.  2 4 )  . H e  s t a t e d  
h e  p o s s i b l y  had p i c t u r e s  t aken  on o p e r a t i o n s  i n  t h e  
P i n k v i l l e  area (pg.  2 4 )  . 

f .  The w i t n e s s  had no knowledge of  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  
and w a s  never  ques t ioned  o r  t o l d  n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  i t  
(pgs.  1 4 ,  15) . 
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EXHIBITS 


E X H I B I T  

NUMBER 


M- 2 

-

- 0 

-

P - 1 6 8  

MAP-5 

-
D E S C R I P T I O N  

MACV C a r d  " N i n e  R u l e s "  

MACV C a r d  " T n e - 1 1  
Y o u r  H a n d s "  

-
M i  scel laneous P h o t o  

M i s c e l l a n e o u s  P h o t o  

M i s c e l l a n e o u s  P h o t o  
A e r i a l  photo , Son My-
vi l lage  


M a p  6 7 3 9  I1 ( s m a l l  s c a l e )  


-

NOTES 
-_ 

' W i t  had been 
i s s u e d  one i n  
V l e t n a m .  

t h e  card b u t  had 

been g iven  classes 

on it. 

W i t  i d e n t i f i e d  

HUFEMAN . 

W i t  i d e n t i f i e d  

SGT MARSHALL. 

W i t  i d e n t i f i e d  

WINSTON. 

U s e d  t o  orient the  

w i t n e s s .  
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(The hear ing  reconvened a t  0920 hours ,  31 January 
1970.) 

LTC NOLL: The hear ing  w i l l  come t o  order .  

RCDR: The fol lowing persons a r e  p resen t :  
THOMAS. 

LTC NOLL and 

The next  wi tness  i s  M r .  Richard A. HARLOW. 

(MR HARLOW was c a l l e d  as  a  wi tness ,  was sworn, 
and t e s t i f i e d  a s  follows : )  

M r .  HARLOW, p lease  s t a t e  your f u l l  name, occupa-
t i o n ,  and res idence .  

A. Richard Allen HARLOW, 5503 Kanehi l l ,  Lakewood, 
Ca l i fo rn ia .  I ' m  a s tuden t  a t  C e r r i t o s  J u n i o r  College.  

LTC NOLL: 	 Do you have any ques t ions  on t h e  E x h i b i t  M-81? 

A. J u s t  t h a t  I c a n ' t  remember who, you know, who was 
p resen t  a t  t h e  t ime. I know some of  t h e  names of people t h a t  
w e r e  i n  my u n i t ,  b u t  I don 't r e a l l y  know, you know, who was 
t h e r e  a t  t h e  t ime. I t ' s  kind of hard  t o  remember. 

RCDR : 	 You've had a chance t o  read t h a t ?  

A; 	 Right.  

LTC NOLL: 	 You d o n ' t  have any ques t ions  on t h a t ?  

A. The only ques t ion  I had was t h a t  I am going t o  
need some h e l p  i n  remembering. 

Q-	 What2was your duty assignment i n  March of 1968? 

A. 	 Well, I was a squad l eader .  

You were a squad leader? .  

Right.  
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Q What p l a toon?  

A .  3d P la toon ,  B/4/3. 

Q When were you ass igned  t o  4/3? 

A. I w a s  w i t h  them i n  Hawaii. I had t r a i n i n g  w i t h  
them. I t h i n k  it w a s  A p r i l  1967, I ' m  p r e t t y  s u r e .  

Q During t h e  t r a i n i n g  phase i n  H a w a i i  d i d  you re-
ce ive  any t r a i n i n g  o r  g i v e  any t r a i n i n g  i n  t h e  hand l ing  o f  
PW' s , noncombatants? 

.A. Y e s ,  w e  g o t  t r a i n i n g  on t h a t .  

Q- L e t  m e  ask  you t h e  l a s t  q u e s t i o n  aga in .  Were you 
given any s p e c i f i c  t r a i n i n g  r ega rd ing  t h e  hand l ing  of  p r i s -
one r s  o f  war? 

A .  Y e s ,  I w a s .  

Q Do you know what t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h i s  t r a i n i n g  was? 

A. W e l l ,  I t h i n k  w e  had some c l a s s e s  on it i n  Hawaii. 
I t h i n k  we g o t  some mock expe r i ence  wi th  i t  out^ i n  t r a i n i n g .  

Q Okay. Did anyone e v e r  d i s c u s s ,  g i v e  any c l a s s e s  
o r  i n s t r u c t i o n  of any t y p e  on t h e  l e g a l i t y  of  o r d e r s ?  You 
had t o  obey an o r d e r  t h a t  you d i d  n o t  t h i n k  w a s  a j u s t  o r d e r ?  , 

A. Y e s ,  I d i d .  I t h i n k  they--I  t h i n k  t h e  way I under-
s tood  it w a s  t h a t  i f  you thought  an o r d e r  was wrong y o u ' r e  sup-
posed t o  c a r r y  it o u t  and t h e n ,  you know, you could  go complain 
about it. You had t o  c a r r y  it o u t  and say  something a f t e r w a r d s ,  
b u t  you had t o  do t h e  job. 

Q Y e s .  Th i s  i s  your  concept  of  t h a t ?  

A .  Righ t ,  I ' m  n o t  s ay ing  t h i s  i s  verbat im.  To me--
I ' m  j u s t  t r y i n g  t o  remember, I t ' s  been a long  t i m e  ago, 
Those a r e  j u s t  i d e a s  t h a t  I have o f  what happened. 
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Q Once you a r r i v e d  i n  Vietnam, what about t h e  t r a i n -
i n g  on handl ing of  PW's? Did you rece ive  any i n  Vietnam? 

A. I can '  t remember t h a t  e i t h e r .  

Q This  i s  Exh ib i t  M-2, a facs imi le  of  a MACV card.  
Have you e v e r  seen  t h i s ?  

A. Is t h i s  t h e  back of t h e  card? 

Q Yes, i t  i s .  When you a r r i v e d  i n  country o r  before  
you a r r i v e d  i n  country,  do you r e c a l l  be ing  i s s u e d  any cards  
t o  c a r r y  i n  your w a l l e t ?  

A. Yes, I th ink  I was. 

Q Could t h a t  have been one of  them? 

A. I t ' s  p o s s i b l e ,  t h a t  I had, s i r .  

Q This  i s  Exh ib i t  M - 3 ,  "The Enemy i n  Your Hands." 

A. I remember a ca rd  with some phrases  on it s i m i l a r  
t o  t h i s ,  and I know I had a Geneva Convention card .  I t  may 
be t h e  same a s  t h e  l a s t  one, I 'm  n o t  s u r e .  I don 't remember 
having a ca rd  wi th  t h a t  i n s i g n i a  on it. 

Q A l l  r i g h t .  

A. I remember having t r a i n i n g  t h a t  s a i d  t h e  same t h i n g  
a s  t h i s  ca rd ,  b u t  I 'm n o t  su re .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  I had t h i s  one. 

Q We're going t o  t a k e  a break now. I ' m  going t o  g ive  
you a rundown on t h e  opera t ion  a s  we know it from documents, 
and then w e  w i l l  go back on t h e  record  and I w i l l  t r y  t o  g e t  
your i d e a s  on t h e  opera t i cn .  

(LTC NOLL o r i e n t e d  t h e  wi tness  o f f  t h e  record.  
Next recorded testimony i s  a s  fol lows:)  

A. There were t h r e e  d i f f e r e n t  t imes t h a t  I was o u t  
of t h e  f i e l d .  One was R&R,  once I was i n  t h e  h o s p i t a l  with 
r a b i e s ,  and once I went t o  combat l e a d e r s h i p  school  i n  Chu La i .  

APP T-295 
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Q - M r .  HARLOW, t h e  o p e r a t i o n  t h a t  w e  are conce r i ed  
wi th ;  t h e  one t h a t  took  p l a c e  on t h e  1 6 t h  o f  March i s  t h e  one 
t h a t  I j u s t  d e s c r i b e d  t o  you on E x h i b i t  MAP-4. I t  w a s  t h e  
o p e r a t i o n  i n  which L i e u t e n a n t  COCHRAN, t h e  p l a t o o n  l e a d e r  o f  
t h e  2d P l a t o o n ,  w a s  k i l l e d .  Do you r e c a l l  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. I know t h a t  I remember, you know, when L ieu tenan t  
COCHRAN w a s  k i l l e d ,  and I remember t h e  i n s t a n c e ,  b u t  I ' m  n o t  
even s u r e  i f  I w a s  o u t  t h e r e  t h a t  t i m e .  

Q Can you p i c t u r e  anyth ing  i n  your  mind t h a t  would 
i n d i c a t e  t o  you what your e x a c t  l o c a t i o n  was? I b e l i e v e  you 
i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  you saw L ieu tenan t  COCHRAN1s he lmet  when it 
was brought  i n .  

A. R igh t ,  I remember be ing  i n  t h e  rear and s e e i n g  
h i s  helmet.  I t  had h o l e s  i n  it, b u t  I d o n ' t  remember i f  I 
w a s  g e t t i n g  ready t o  go back o u t  i n  t h e  f i e l d  o r  i f  I j u s t  
came i n  from t h e  f i e l d .  

Q Do you r e c a l l ,  when you saw t h i s  he lmet ,  whether  
t h e  helmet had j u s t  r e c e n t l y  a r r i v e d  from t h e  f i e l d  o r  had .it 
been a few days  and you were j u s t  p a s s i n g  by t h e  helmet? Do 
you remember t h e  c i rcumstances  under which you s a w  h i s  helmet? 

A. I ve ry  p l a i n l y  remember looking  a t  t h e  helmet .  I 
remember h o l d i n g  it and look ing  a t  it. I remember where I w a s  
when I was viewing t h i s  thing--I  know I was e i t h e r  g e t t i n g  
ready t o  go back o u t  i n  t h e  f i e l d  o r  w a s  coming i n  from t h e  
f i e l d .  I never  s p e n t  much t i m e ,  you know, a t  o u r  rear s t a t i o n .  

Q Where had L i e u t e n a n t  COCHRAN 's helmet  been brought?  
H e  was evacua ted .  Where would h e  have been t aken?  

A. Where would they  have taken  him? 

Q. Y e s .  

A. They would have t aken  him t o  Chu L a i  o r  Duc Pho. 
I ' m  no t  s u r e .  I ' m  p r e t t y  s u r e  I saw t h e  helmet i n  Chu L a i  
though. I ' m  n o t  s u r e  about  t h a t .  

Q When d i d  you go t o  l e a d e r s h i p  school?  How long
had you been i n  count ry?  

4 
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A. I ' d  been i n  l eader sh ip  school  q u i t e  a while.  I t  
was about t h e  t ime, i t  gave me a d a t e  of rank. T t  was about 
t h e  time I made sergeant--no, t h a t  was while  I was i n  t h e  hos-
p i t a l .  When I made sergeant .  I t ' s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  it was a t  
t h a t  time. I looked a t  l e t t e r s  and s t u f f  when I was home, 
because I wasn ' t  su re  t h a t  I was on t h e  opera t ion  because I 
remember I had missed a f a i r l y  b i g  opera t ion  once. So I looked 
a t  my l e t t e r s  and s t u f f  t o  s e e  i f  I was on R&R o r  a t  school  o r  
something and I d i d n ' t  s e e  nothing.  I t  d i d n ' t  seem l i k e  I was, 
b u t  I was i n  t h e  h o s p i t a l .  Captain MICHLES' dog came down wi th  
p o s s i b l e  r a b i e s .  They s h o t  him i n  t h e  head and they could never 
f i n d  out .  But anyway, a bunch of us had t o  t ake  r a b i e s  s h o t s .  
I was a l l e r g i c  t o  r a b i e s  s h o t s  and came down wi th  a high temp-
e r a t u r e ,  s o  they s e n t  me t o  Chu Lai .  I spent  a while  t h e r e  t o  
s e e  i f  t h e  r a b i e s  was going t o  develop--I c o u l d n ' t  t ake  any 
more of t h e  s h o t s .  Then I went on back o u t  t o  t h e  f i e l d .  

Q M r .  HARLOW, t h e r e  were some o t h e r  i n j u r i e s  a t  t h i s  
t i m e .  Sergeant  TAYLOR l o s t  h i s  f o o t  on a mine. Were you i n  
t h e  f i e l d  when t h i s  occurred? 

A. I remember t h e  i n c i d e n t ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  remember see ing  
TAYLOR a t  t h e  t ime. I remember hear ing  about it, b u t  I d o n ' t  
remember what I was doing a t  t h e  time. 

Q =  Were you i n  t h e  n i g h t  defens ive  p o s i t i o n  t h e  n i g h t  
MI-LUS was k i l l e d  from a mortar? 

A. I t h i n k  t h a t  I was i n  t h e  r e a r  when MILUS got  
k i l l e d .  I remember t h e  i n c i d e n t .  I know t h a t  he go t  k i l l e d  
by mortar f i r e .  He got  h i t  i n  h i s  foxhole. I heard about it. 
I know I wasn ' t  w i th  them. I know I d i d n ' t  s e e  him, t h e  body 
being evacuated out .  I don I t remember t h e  i n c i d e n t .  I d o n ' t  
remember being mortared. I ' m  f a i r l y  s u r e ,  i n  my mind, t h a t  I 
wasn ' t  even o u t  t h e r e  when t h a t  happened. 

Q - Where do you b e l i e v e  you were when t h i s  happened? 

A. I th ink  I was i n  Chu Lai  a t  t h e  h o s p i t a l .  I remem-
ber  now t h a t  t h e r e  was twice t h a t  I was i n  t h e  h o s p i t a l .  Once 
was r e a c t i o n  t o  r a b i e s  s h o t s ,  and t h e  o t h e r  time I was i n  j u s t  
f o r  a few days wi th ,  I know I came down s i c k  wi th  something. 
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Q - How long were you i n  the  h o s p i t a l  f o r  t h e  r a b i e s  
rhots?  

A. Approximately, I th ink  about 10 days. 

Q You cannot determine whether you were o r  were no t  
on this opera t ion?  

A. I c a n ' t  be su re .  

Q • Now, do you r e c a l l  whether you heard anything--do 
you r e c a l l  if you were ever  involved i n  a b r i e f i n g  f o r  Task 
Force Barker opera t ion  i n  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  a rea?  

A. Yes, I th ink  I was. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  what you were t o l d  dur ing  t h i s  
b r i e f i n g ?  Do you r e c a l l  what t h e  mission of your company was 
going t o  be? 

A. Right.  I was on a couple of search and c l e a r  
opesa t ions  t h e r e ,  and I remember one time we had, r i g h t  t h e r e  
where t h a t  causeway goes across  the  r i v e r ,  I t h i n k  t h a t ' s  
c a l l e d  My Lai  ( l) ,t h a t  v i l l a g e  t h a t  s e t s  r i g h t  over by t h i s  
( i n d i c a t i n g ) ,  we spen t  some time t h e r e  haul ing  s a l t  ou t  of 
t h e r e  . t h a t  we had--had been discovered t h e r e .  We spent  a few 
days t h e r e ,  and t h e r e  was a heavy r a i n .  I remember t h a t .  

Q Could, you show me on the  photo where t h i s  was? 
Now, t h i s  i s  Route 521 .  

A. Where is  a--

Q ( In te rpos ing)  This i s  My Lai (1), P i n k v i l l e ,  your
f i r e  base was up here  a t  the  top ,  i n  t h i s  d i r e c t i o n ,  t h i s  i s  
north.  We're looking a t  Exh iu i t  P-168 photomap. Perhaps it 
would he lp  i f  you looked a t  t h i s  1:50,000 map (Exhibi t  MAP-5). 

A. Yeah, one of these--one of these  two causeways 
here ,  e i t h e r  r i g h t  here  o r  r i g h t  here ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  

Q. Okay. 
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A. I ' m  f a i r l y  s u r e  t h a t  it was probably t h i s  one 
here .  I remember t h e r e ' s  a v i l l a g e  r i g h t  he re - - ju s t  l i k e  a 
t r a i l  up n o r t h  h e r e ,  and t h e  main p a r t  of t h e  v i l l a g e  would 
be  on t h a t .  I ' m  s u r e  t h a t  w a s  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  where we found 
a l l  t h e  s a l t .  

Q A l l  r i g h t .  You're t h i n k i n g  about  an o p e r a t i o n
t h a t  took  p l a c e  i n  t h e  sou the rn  p a r t  o f  your  A 0  i n  g r i d  squa re  
7381. 

Right  , sir.  

Q. When you went on t h e s e  o p e r a t i o n s  d i d  you g e t  any
s p e c i f i c  i n s t r u c t i o n s  about  hand l ing  o f  noncombatants? 

A. W e l l  b e f o r e  a l l  t h e s e  o p e r a t i o n s  I would--I was 
b r i e f e d  on what t h e  o p e r a t i o n  would c o n s i s t  o f ,  and went over  
t h e  map and s t u f f .  But as f a r  as hand l ing  p r i s o n e r s ,  I d o n ' t  
t h i n k  it w a s  b rought  up ve ry  o f t e n .  

Q. What d i d  you normal ly  do  w i t h  t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  
of a v i l l a g e ?  

A. When we had p r i s o a e r s ?  

Q *  All r i g h t ,  i f  you want t o  t h i n k  i n  terms of 
p r i s o n e r s ,  y e s .  What was your normal procedure  f o r  p roces s ing  
your p r i s o n e r s ?  

A. Normal procedure  was t o  p u t  a sandbag o v e r  t h e i r  
head and keep them from t a l k i n g  and t h e n  t o  f l y  them t o  t h e  
rear. J u s t ,  you know, j u s t  b rought  a t a g  and p u t ,  you know, 
what i n fo rma t ion  w e  had on it. 

Q.. W e  w e r e  d i s c u s s i n g  hand l ing  o f  p r i s o n e r s  o f  w a r .  

A. C o r r e c t ,  we--like I s a i d ,  w e  p u t  sandbags ove r  
t h e i r  head. W e  k e p t  them from t a l k i n g .  We tagged  them and 
s e n t  them t o  t h e  rear and t h a t  was normal procedure .  

Q Did you e v e r  go on an o p e r a t i o n  where you burned 
t h e  hootches?  

A; Yeah. 

7 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

APP T-295 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

Q What a r e a  w a s  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  i n ?  

A. I t h i n k  it was i n  t h a t  same a r e a  t h e r e .  I r e m e m -
b e r  f l y i n g  i n  on an o p e r a t i o n  one day,  and I remember w e  
burned an awful l o t  o f  hootches  throughout  t h a t  area. 

Q Would you be a b l e  t o  i d e n t i f y  on t h e  1:50,000 map, 
t h e  v i l l a g e s  t h a t  w e r e  burned? 

A.  W e l l ,  I remember t h e r e  was a long  cont inuous s t r i n g  
of them. I know w e  burned most o f  them, and then  I remember--I 
remember t h e r e  was a whole--we came close--towards t h e  end o f  
it I know t h e r e  was a r i v e r .  I remember t h i s  v i l l a g e  t u r n i n g  
towards t h e  r i v e r ,  and I remember t h e n  w e  w e r e  t o l d  n o t  t o  burn 
anymore. F i r s t ,  w e  were t o l d  t o  burn them, and then  w e  w e r e  
t o l d  n o t  t o  burn.  

Q How many days  were you i n  t h e  f i e l d  on t h i s  par -
t i c u l a r  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. I can on ly  s a y  t h a t  I was on numerous o p e r a t i o n s .  

Q - Was t h i s  s t a n d a r d  procedure  t o  burn v i l l a g e s ?  

A. No, it wasn ' t .  

Q This  i s  t h e  o n l y  one t h a t  you can r e c a l l ?  

A. R igh t ,  it is .  

Q And you s a y  you r e c e i v e d  an o r d e r  t o  s t o p  burn ing?  

A. Cor rec t .  I can remember t h i s  i n c i d e n t  p l a i n l y ,  
b u t  I c a n ' t  remember i f - -

Q = ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Do you r e c a l l  t h e  c i rcumstances  -
t h a t  l e d  up t o  t h i s  o r d e r  be ing  given? Do you know i f  t h e  
company commander r e c e i v e d  a. message t o  s t o p  burning? 

A ,  No, I--I r e c e i v e d  my o r d e r s  through my own p l a t o o n .  

Q You s a y  t h e r e  w a s  a r i v e r ?  

A. Right .  
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Q And a v i l l a g e  curved around to--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  I remember t h e r e  was a long s t r i n g  
of hootches,  and I remember it curving around towards t h e  end. 
I remember t h e r e  was a r i v e r ,  and t h e r e  were some hootches,  
you know, by t h e  r i v e r .  I remember they were burned down. 

a*. A l l  r i g h t .  Do you remember i f  a--well, l e t  me 
t e l l  you what you d i d  on t h e  second day on t h i s  opera t ion .  

A. To r e f r e s h  my r e c a l l ?  

Q Yes. We're using t h i s  Exh ib i t  MAP-4, 1:25,000 
map. The f i r s t  evening you laagered  i n  t h i s  a rea  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  
r i g h t  i n  here.  You joined--you shared  t h e  n i g h t  defens ive  
p o s i t i o n  wi th  C Company. That morning you moved back t o  t h i s  
road and crossed--moved along Route 521, c rossed  t h e  br idge .  
Before you a r r i v e d  a t  t h e  br idge  t h e r e  should have been an 
explos ion ,  i f  you were o u t  i n  t h e  f i e l d ,  before  your platoon 
a r r i v e d ,  t h e r e  should have been an explosion.  This  would 
have been involv ing  TAYLOR. 

A. S i r ,  I remember hea r ing  about t h e  b r idge .  I remem-
b e r  hear ing  about t h i s  p a r t .  I t  seems, I wouldn ' t  even have 
thought I was t h e r e ,  except  t h a t  I remember t h i s  whole t h i n g  
seems f a m i l i a r .  The f i r s t  day I remember landing;  I remember 
going through and rounding up people;  I remember burning t h e  
hootches,  s t o p  burning them, b u t  then  I d o n ' t  remember what I 
d i d  t h a t  n i g h t .  I d o n ' t  know i f  I spent  t h e  n i g h t  o u t  i n  t h e  
f i e l d  o r  i f  I l e f t  t h a t  day, t h a t - - t h a t ' s  t h e  whole t h i n g  
t h a t ' s  confusing me. I th ink  t h a t ' s  t h e  i n c i d e n t  t h a t  we' r e  
t a l k i n g  about.  

Q- W e l l ,  t h a t  day two p la toons  from B Company moved 
south  along t h i s  s t r i p  of land. They moved a l l  t h e  way t o  
t h e  p o i n t .  We d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  3d Platoon moved down 
with them, bu t  we b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  3d Platoon s t ayed  north--
moved up nor th  and cordoned o f f  t h i s  s t r i p  of  l and  t o  t h e  
nor th ,  then moved back t o  t h i s  br idge  and s e t  up a n i g h t  
defens ive  p o s i t i o n  f o r  t h e  n i g h t .  We b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e s e  two 
hamlets were burned, Co Lay ( 2 )  and Co Lay ( 3 ) .  And t h a t  
t h e  company moved back, and then  moved nor th  t h i s  day. This 
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i s  t h e  day we b e l i e v e  t h e  o r d e r  came t o  s t o p  t h e  burning. 
You moved up--the p la toon went down, and they  assembled most 
of t h e  people i n  t h e  b i g  v i l l a g e  up he re ,  An Khe. They rounded 
up, we have v a r i e d  r e p o r t s  from 400 t o  1,000 Vietnamese. They 
were brought back t o  t h i s  genera l  a rea  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  near  t h i s  
f i s h  pond. 

A. I d o n ' t  know, I j u s t  d o n ' t  remember--I remember 
rounding up a bunch of people,  t h e  i n c i d e n t  I t o l d  you when 
we rounded up a l o t  of people t h e r e ,  and I remember there--I  
d o n ' t  remember t h e i r  number, b u t  I remember t h e r e  was a b i g  
group of them. I remember it was dus ty  and d i r t y ,  and then  
I ,  it j u s t  seems l i k e  t h e  r e s t  of it t h e r e  I heard about ,  be-
cause--

Q . ( In te rpos ing)  A l l  r i g h t .  T e l l  m e  what you heard.  

A. Okay, I can do t h a t .  Well, I heard t h a t ,  I th ink  
it was Char l i e  Company., I heard t h a t  they had had a l l  t h e s e  
people.  I heard t h a t  they  had them rounded up, and I remember 
the  people--I remember t h e  guys--well, I remember t h e  guys 
t e l l i n g  me how t h i s  opera t ion  was, about a l l - - t h e r e  was a l l  
these  people.  They were moving them o u t  t h e r e ,  and they  looked 
l i k e  c a t t l e .  The d i r t  was f l y i n g ,  ' cause they were, you know, 
I remember people exp la in ing  t h i s  t o  me. Then I remember hear-
ing  t h a t  a whole mess of  t h e s e  people were s h o t  by one of t h e  
companies, and I--or one of t h e  p la toons .  I remember hea r ing  
about t h i s ,  and i t  seems l i k e  I was i n  a d i f f e r e n t  a r e a  when 
I heard about  it. And then  t h a t  it was, you know, what you 
hea r  about it, i t ' s  a rumor, and you d o n ' t  r e a l l y  t ake  it as' 
f a c t  when you h e a r  about it. 

Q. Well, we understand t h a t .  What w e '  r e  t r y i n g  t o  
do i s  we ' re  t r y i n g  t o  p i e c e  t o g e t h e r  a p i c t u r e  of  e x a c t l y  
what happened? 

Right ,  I understand t h a t .A .  

Q I n  B Company. And when you.' r e  t a l k i n g  about 
a p la toon shoot ing  a number of people,  a r e  you t a l k i n g  about 
a p la toon i n  B Company now, o r  a r e  you t a l k i n g  about--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  No, another  company. 
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Q A l l  r i g h t .  Did you e v e r  hea r  t h a t  a platoon of 
B Company s h o t  a l o t  of  people? 

A. Did I e v e r  h e a r  t h a t  Bravo--that our  company s h o t  
a l o t  of people? 

Q Yes? 

A. No, I d o n ' t ,  I--I remember very d i s t i n c t l y  i n  t h i s ,  
sir, it w a s  another  company. I remember t h a t  they ,  you know, 
j u s t  somebody t e l l i n g  me about what they had heard ,  you know, 
from word of  mouth t o  word of mouth. I wish I could h e l p  o u t ,  
sir. 

I 

9 What w a s  t h e  normal method t h a t  you were b r i e f e d  
and went on an opera t ion ,  d i d  your p la toon l e a d e r  do i t ,  d i d  
t h e  company commander do i t ?  

A. The company commander usua l ly  c a l l e d  t h e  l i e u -
t e n a n t s ,  o r  p la toon l e a d e r s ,  sometimes they were se rgean t s  a t  
t h e  t ime, t o g e t h e r ,  b r i e f e d  them. Then they  c a l l e d  t o g e t h e r  
t h e i r  squad l e a d e r s  and b r i e f e d  them, and then  they  squad 
l e a d e r s  b r i e f e d  t h e i r  men. 

Q- I f  you were going on a combat a s s a u l t  by h e l i -
copter ,  was t h e  company probably assembled, perhaps n o t  as-
sembled b u t  probably i n  ranks ,  p r e t t y  c l o s e  together--did t h e  
company commander e v e r  g e t  them t o g e t h e r  and t a l k  t o  them 
r i g h t  before  a--did he e v e r  g e t  them t o g e t h e r  and t a l k  t o  them 
r i g h t  before  they  boarded t h e  h e l i c o p t e r s ?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember. The company commander had a 
t a l k  with us ,  s i r ,  a couple of  t imes,  b u t  whether he t a l k e d  
t o  us j u s t  be fo re  t h a t ,  I d o n ' t  remember. I remember--I can 
remember see ing  him back a t  LZ Uptight ,  I can remember him 
going--leaving on an a s s a u l t  i n  a h e l i c o p t e r .  I can remember 
him s o r t  of  running around t r y i n g  t o  g e t  everyth ing  e l s e  going. 
I can remember we moved o u t  l i k e  one p la toon would be here  and 
one would be back f a r t h e r .  They s o r t  of moved down and then  
s e n t ,  you know, t h e  groups o u t  t o  g e t  ready and g e t  on t h e  
h e l i c o p t e r  and then go o u t .  So we didn't--we never--however, 
we always t r i e d  t o  s t a y  i n  a ,  you know, a s  s m a l l  a group a s  
we could. 
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A. Y e s ,  i t  seems l i k e  I have. 

Q You r e c a l l  where t h i s  occurred? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  I remember two women be ing  mis t r ea t ed .  
I t h i n k  it was up f a r t h e r  n o r t h .  W e  w e r e  working wi th ,  I 
t h i n k  w e  w e r e  working wi th  t h e  198th o r  t h e  196th ,  doing some-
t h i n g  wi th  them f o r  a whi le .  I t h i n k  it  was - - i t ' s  a v a l l e y  
t h a t  sounds l i k e  A Shau--A Shau Val ley,  b u t  i t ' s  s i m i l a r  t o  
A Shau, b u t  it was up f a r t h e r  n o r t h .  W e  w e r e n ' t  w i th  t h e  11 th  
then.  I remember, I t h i n k  t h a t  was a f t e r  Task Force Barker.  
I remember i t  was an a r e a  where t h e r e  w a s n ' t  supposed t o  be 
any people ,  i t  was one, you know, one o f  those  t y p e  a r e a s  
where t h e r e  i s n ' t  supposed t o  be anyone. And I remember they  
were m i s t r e a t e d  b u t ,  you know, i n  t h e  end they  were a t  l e a s t ,  
you know, they  w e r e  a l o t  b e t t e r .  

Q* How w e r e  they  m i s t r e a t e d ?  

A. W e l l ,  I don ' t - - I  jus t - - I  j u s t  remember t h e  women 
being dragged by t h e  arms. I remember--I remember coming back 
up t o  where they  w e r e .  I t h i n k  I had s e c u r i t y  a t  t h e  t i m e ,  
my squad. Usually w e  just--we j u s t  s p l i t  up, t h e  p la toon  
wasn ' t  b i g  enough t o  have more than  two squads.  W e  w e r e  j u s t  
d iv ided  i n  h a l f ,  and I t h i n k  t h e  o t h e r  squad had,  was, you 
know, s e a r c h i n g  t h e  v i l l a g e .  I remember coming up, I r e m e m -
b e r  them l y i n g  down i n  t h e  d i r t ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  remember any--I 
d o n ' t  know, I d i d n ' t  s e e  anybody do much t o  them, b u t  I ,  you 
know, j u s t  took it f o r  g ran ted  t h a t  they  had been rough 
handled,  by t h e  looks  of  them. 

Q Were they  raped? 

A. Y e s ,  I heard one o f  them was. 

Q Th i s  was by a member o f  B Company? 

A. Y e s .  

Q Was t h i s  an unusual occurrence? 

A. Y e s ,  it was. 
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Q And now t h i s  opera t ion  on t h e  16, 17', 18  March, 
I wonder i f  you have it c l e a r l y  f ixed  i n  mind? 

A. I t h i n k ,  I ' m  very s u r e  I have t h e  f i r s t  day of it 
f i x e d ,  b u t  I ' m  n o t  p o s i t i v e  t h a t ' s  t h e  opera t ion ,  b u t  I th ink  
it i s .  

Q . Okay. A t  t h i s  t ime,  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h i s  opera t ion ,  
d i d  you h e a r  any rumors t h a t  c i v i l i a n s  had been k i l l e d  by B/4/3? 

A.  No. 

Q. You d i d  h e a r  rumors, though, t h a t  c i v i l i a n s  had 
been k i l l e d  by C/1/20? 

A. I th ink  I d id .  I know it  was another  company, 
I ' m  no t  s u r e  i f  it was C Company o r  no t .  

Q A l l  r i g h t .  Do you know i f  t h e r e  was e v e r  an 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of  t h e s e  rumors? 

A.  Well, he re  I c a n ' t  say any f a c t  except  t h a t  I--
t h a t  it seems l i k e  I d i d  hea r  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h e  per iod--af te r  
t h e  time t h a t  people were--that t h e  people r e spons ib le  were 
s e n t  t o  t h e  r e a r  o r  something was done. I don ' t - - I  j u s t  s o r t  
of threw it o u t  o f  my mind. I j u s t  remember, you know, t h a t  
some people were be ing  prosecuted f o r  something, and I--I 
never d i d  have i t  r e a l l y  s t r a i g h t  i n  my mind. I guess I s o r t  
of j u s t  threw it o u t  of my mind af te rwards ,  because I d i d n ' t  
r e a l l y  t a k e  t h e  t h i n g  t o  h e a r t .  A s  i t  was, I j u s t  f igured  it 
was--it sounded k ind  of  unbel ievable  t o  me when I heard about 
it. So I thought t h a t  maybe it, you know, t h e  s t o r y  had g o t  
a l i t t l e  b i t  worse each time t h a t  it had been passed on. Then 
it seems l i k e  I d i d  hea r  t h a t  people--that something was being 
done about it. I j u s t  fo rgo t  about i t  a f t e r  t h a t .  Not r e a l l y  
fo rgo t  about i t ,  I j u s t  d i d n ' t  t h ink  about it any more. 

Q Okay. You have any knowledge t h a t  an i n v e s t i g a t o r  
came out  t o  look i n t o  t h e  a l l e g e d  i n c i d e n t ?  

A.  No, I d o n ' t .  

Q Were you e v e r  quest ioneq? 
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A. NO, I wasn ' t .  

Q- Concerning t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ?  Have you e v e r  been 
t o l d  n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  unnecessary k i l l i n g  o f  c i v i l i a n s  by Task 
Force Barker? 

A. NO, I wasn ' t .  

Q. W e  have h e r e  some photos  t h a t  I have been e n t e r e d  
as e x h i b i t s ,  M r .  HARLOW. This  i s  photo E x h i b i t  P-18. D o  you 
recognize anyone i n  t h a t  p i c t u r e ?  

A. I recognize  t h i s  man h e r e .  

Q What's h i s  name? 

A. HUFFMAN o r  HOFFMAN. 

Q. You e v e r  recal l  s e e i n g  him yuard' Vietnamese? 

A. I remember he w a s  w i t h  t h e  weapons p l a toon .  I 
remember h e  w a s  w i th  t h e  CP group, I imagine.  I a--

Q ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  This  p i c t u r e  does n o t  recall  any-
t h i n g ?  

A. N o ,  t h a t  p i c t u r e  d o e s n ' t ,  no. 

A. N o .  

A. N o ,  I know t h e s e  t w o  i n d i v i d u a l s  i n  t h i s .  

Q. Sergean t  MARSHALL? 

A. Sergeant  MARSHALL, and I c a n ' t  remember t h e i r  
names, though I know them f a i r l y  w e l l .  

Q Y e s .  Now, l e t ' s  see. Do you recognize--

APP T-295 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Right ,  I d o n ' t  know t h a t  man's 
name, b u t  I recogni  ze--I recognize h i s  f ace .  

Q - P-21,  when d i d  you normally see him? 

A. Not very o f t e n ,  I think--I  t h i n k  he was wi th  t h e  
weapons p l a t o o n ,  t o o ,  b u t  I ' m  n o t  s u r e .  I t ' s  k i n d  of  a h a r d  
p i c t u r e  t o  see. 

Q What about  t h i s  one? 

A. No, I don ' t - - I ' ve  seen  t h a t  man b e f o r e ,  b u t  I 
never knew him. 

Q Is he  a member of  B Company? 

A .  I t h i n k  h e  was. 

Q This  i s  P-22, excuse m e .  

A.  I t  i s  p o s s i b l e  he could  be p a r t  of  another  com-
pany. I ' v e  j u s t  s een  him be fo re .  W e l l ,  t h i s  p i c t u r e  i s  hard  
t o  d i s t i n g u i s h .  I t h i n k  I was t h e r e ,  'cause I have t h e  same 
p i c t u r e  a t  home. I t  was i n  t h e  America1 pamphlet t h a t  they  
had, about t h e  e x a c t  same p i c t u r e  s o  i t ' s --I  remember s e e i n g  
t h e  p i c t u r e  very w e l l .  

Q You t h i n k  you . w e r e  t h e r e ?  

A .  I t h i n k  I was, b u t  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h a t ' s  a--if I 
did--I t h i n k  t h e  p i c t u r e - - i f  t h i s  i s  t h e  p i c t u r e  I ' m  t h i n k i n g  
o f ,  it was up t h e  coast--up n o r t h  of  Upt ight  where t h a t  p i c -
t u r e  was t aken ,  i f  i t ' s  t h e  one t h a t  I ' m  t h i n k i n g  o f .  I t  
might be  j u s t  a s i m i l a r  p i c t u r e  o r  something. 

Q - P-28? Do you recovnize t h a t  t e r r a i n ?  

A. The whole country looks s o  s i m i l a r  i t ' s  k ind  of--
it looks f a m i l i a r ,  but--

LTC NOLL: P-66? 

A .  Yeah, t h i s  man a t  one time was a member o f  my 
squad. 
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Q- What 's h i s  name? 

A.  WINSTON. I remember he  was pa r t - - I  t h i n k  he was 
p a r t  of--I t h i n k  he  was p a r t  of--you know, somewhere e l s e  i n  
t h e  company b e f o r e  he was ass igned  t o  m e  o r  a f t e r w a r d s ,  I d o n ' t  
remember. I remember he was an a s s i s t a n t  machinegunner, and 
then  I gave him a machinegun p o s i t i o n ,  and then  he  a--I d o n ' t  
a--I remember h e  wasnt t wi th  us t h a t  long.  

Q. A l l  r i g h t .  P-66, t h e  man i n  t h e  background, 
t e e t h  showing, i s  WINSTON,  you b e l i e v e ?  

A. It looks  l i k e  him. 

Q. W e l l ,  t h a t ' s  f i n e .  

A. It cou ld  be someone else though. I t ' s  n o t  a 
very c l e a r  p i c t u r e .  

Q. Do you know i f  mari juana was used by members o f  
Task Force Barker? 

A.  Y e s .  

Q- You cons ide r  it a problem? Was it used on 
ope ra t ions?  

A. No, it was neve r - - i t  wasn ' t  e v e r  used on opera-
t i o n s ,  a t  l e a s t  by my men, I mean. 

Q. How w a s  t h e  3d P la toon  organized  d u r i n g  March? 
Did you have t h r e e  r i f l e  squads,  o r  w e r e  you organized  wi th  
two r i f l e  squads? 

A. The p la toon  i t s e l f ?  

Q. Yes? 

A .  Two r i f l e  squads,  j u s t  t h e  f i r s t  and second 
squads. There was--at f i r s t  w e '  d s t a r t e d  o u t  w i th  more, and 
I remember t h a t  f i n a l l y  we didn I t  have enough men. I remem-
ber t h a t  it was j u s t  d iv ided  i n t o  two squads.  And then a t  
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t h e  l a s t  I remember it w a s  d i v i d e d  back i n t o  t h r e e  where, I 
t h i n k ,  Se rgean t  SCHINDLER was i n  charge of t h e  machineguns, 
and a I t h i n k  t h a t  was it. H e  was j u s t  i n  charge o f  s e t t i n g  
up s e c u r i t y  w i t h  t h e  machineguns, I t h i n k ,  t h a t  was a l l  he  
was charged w i t h .  Bes ides  t h a t ,  most a l l  t h e  t i m e  i t  was 
j u s t  two squads .  

Q Who w a s  t h e  o t h e r  squad l e a d e r ?  

A. Se rgean t  HATHAWAY. 

Q W e l l ,  w e ' r e  go ing  t o  r e c e s s  now. We're going t o  
w a i t  u n t i l  Colonel  WILSON can g e t  h e r e .  

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  1009 hour s ,  31 January  
1970.) 

(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1042 h o u r s ,  31  January  
1 9  70 .) 
LTC NOLL: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR: A l l  pe r sons  who w e r e  p r e s e n t  when t h e  h e a r i n g  
r eces sed  a r e  now p r e s e n t .  

LTC NOLL: M r .  HARLOW, I ' m  t o  go back t o  one t h i n g  
t h a t  you mentioned i n  your  e a r l i e r  tes t imony concern ing  t h e  
mis t rea tment  o f ,  I b e l i e v e  you s a i d  th7o Vietnamese women? 
Was t h i s  something t h a t  you wi tnes sed  f i r s t  hand,  o r  hea rd  
about?  

I hea rd  about  it, sir .  

Q Okay. What w e r e  t h e  c i rcumstances  o f  your
h e a r i n g  about  it, i n  o t h e r  words, what w a s  t h e  t y p e  opera-
t i o n ,  when w a s  i t ,  what e lements  of t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  were 
involved? 

A. W e l l ,  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  whole company w a s .  W e  
w e r e  de tached  o r  a t t a c h e d  to--I 'm n o t  sure - - I  remember one 
t ime we w e r e  a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  198 th  o r  196 th .  I t h i n k  it was 
one o f  t h o s e  t i m e s .  And it was an o p e r a t i o n ,  l i k e  I s a i d  
b e f o r e ,  it w a s  an o p e r a t i o n  t h a t  w e  were- - i t  w a s  k i n d  o f  d i f -
f e r e n t  i n  t h e  r e s p e c t  t h a t  it w a s  i n  an a r e a  where t h e r e  w a s  
n o t  supposed t o  be any people .  They had dropped pamphlets  I 
guess  f o r  a y e a r ,  2 y e a r s  o r  something and t h e y ' d  gone o u t  
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wi th loudspeakers.  There was-- j u s t  t h e  k ind  of  a r e a  where 
w e  weren ' t  supposed t o  have t o  worry about ,  v i l l n g e r s ,  you 
know. 

Q* Had your company run i n t o  any c o n t a c t  on t h e  
opera t ion?  

A. Yes, sir. I th ink  t h a t  was t h e  same opera t ion ,  
my squad--well, my platoon went o f f  on an ambush one n i g h t .  
W e  h a d n ' t  even go t  i n t o  t h e  ambush p o s i t i o n .  I remember we'd 
moved up, and my squad had p o i n t  f o r  t h e  p la toon.  I moved i n ,  
pu t  my r e a r  element i n  and moved up t o  p o s i t i o n  my k i l l i n g  
element on t h e  t r a i l .  I stopped them, and I walked up myself. 
J u s t  a s  I got  t o  t h e  edge of  t h e  t r a i l ,  w e  saw some people 
coming down t h e  t r a i l .  So I motioned and everybody go t  down. 
I was by myself and I was j u s t  on t h e  edge of t h e  t r a i l ,  and 
t h e r e  was a k ind  of a r a i s e d  t r a i l ,  you know, along t h e  r i c e  
paddy. I leaned a g a i n s t  it. I s tood  t h e r e  u n t i l ,  I d o n ' t  
know, w e  could j u s t  s e e  t h r e e  people,  b u t  they  were spread 
ou t  l i k e  we were, you know, about 1 0  meters a p a r t .  I t  was 
dark and I couldn '  t r e a l l y  t e l l .  I couldn ' t  r e a l l y  s e e  any- 
body p l a i n l y  except  t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  one was t h e  p o i n t .  So 
they moved--and they  looked l i k e  they  came o u t  of  t h e  t r e e s .  
Then we could s e e  t h r e e  of  them. We d i d n ' t  know how f a r  
they were spread  o u t  from t h e r e  on. Anyway I jumped up, 
grabbed t h e  p o i n t  man, and knocked him down. Then I con-
t inued  f i r i n g  on the--what I could s e e .  I l a y  s t r a i g h t  on 
t h e  t r a i l ,  I t h i n k  t h e  t r a i l  come s t r a i g h t ,  and f i r e d  s t r a i g h t  
down t h e  t ra i l .  And w e l l ,  we ' re  almost p o s i t i v e  w e  go t  one 
k i l l  o u t  of  it. We took t h e  p r i s o n e r  back. They--they were 
r ea l ly - - I  remember they  were r e a l l y  happy t o  g e t  t h e ,  you know, 
t o  g e t  t h e  p r i s o n e r  from t h a t  a r e a ,  because they--they--i t  was 
an a rea ,  I guess it had been a long time s i n c e  they 'd  c l ea red  
it. They d i d n ' t  r e a l l y  have too  much on it i n  t h e  way of  what 
was going on t h e r e .  They were--I d o n ' t  know, I j u s t  remember 
t h e  l i e u t e n a n t  t e l l i n g  me how happy the-- the c a p t a i n  was, 
because t h e  co lone l  was happy o r  something t h a t ,  you know, 
they 'd done, and I--

0* ( In te rpos ing)  Who w a s  your p la toon l e a d e r  a t  
this time? 

A .  Lieutenant  LEWIS. 
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Q Do you know where t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  took p l a c e ?
What--near what? 

A .  It was f a r t h e r  n o r t h  t han  w e  u s u a l l y  worked, I 
t h i n k  it was n o r t h  and i n l a n d  from Chu L a i .  

Q What t i m e  o f  y e a r ?  

A. About t h e  t i m e  I--it was j u s t  a couple  of  days 
b e f o r e  I went on R&R,  and o t h e r  t han  tha t - -

Q - ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Did you go midpar t  o f  your  tour ' ,  
o r  had you pas sed  o v e r  h a l f  you r  t o u r ?  

A. Right .  

Q. I t h i n k  you s a i d  t h a t  you hea rd  t h a t  t h e  
Vietnamese were raped? 

A. Y e s .  

Q Who d i d  you h-ear d i d  i t ?  

A.  The l i e u t e n a n t .  T h a t ' s  what was e s p e c i a l l y  
shocking,  and I k i n d  o f  l o s t - - I  had no r e s p e c t  f o r  t h e  man 
a£ter  t h a t .  

Q Was h e  t h e  on ly  one involved?  

A. I--I t h i n k  s o ,  s i r .  The o t h e r  squad w a s  t h e r e ,  
and I--I j u s t  hea rd  t h a t ,  you know, I d i d n ' t  w i t n e s s  t h i s  a t  
a l l - - t h i s  t h i n g ,  b u t  I d i d  h e a r  about  it. 

Q And your  p l a t o o n  l e a d e r  a t  t h a t  t i m e  w a s  Lieu-
t e n a n t  LEWIS? 

A .  I ' m  f a i r l y  p o s i t i v e  it w a s ,  sir. 

Q Did you e v e r  know L i e u t e n a n t  LEWIS t o  do any th ing
else l i k e  t h i s ?  

A. Y e s ,  I d i d .  I do remember a n o t h e r  t i m e  w e  had 
moved a l l  n i g h t ,  and w e  had s e t  up i n ,  I c a n ' t  r e a l l y  remember 
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where t h e  a r e a  w a s ,  sir.  I remember w e  se t  up by a v i l l a g e .  
W e  moved all--we walked almost  a l l  n i g h t .  I t  w a s  j u s t  be fo re  
morning t h a t  w e  s e t  up a long  a  d ike  o u t  i n  t h e  middle of a 
rice paddy, by a v i l l a g e .  W e  s topped t h e r e ,  and a s  i t  g o t  
l i g h t  a VC came o u t  of  t h e  v i l l a g e .  H e  w a s n ' t  armed wi th  a  
r i f l e ,  b u t  he  had grenades on him t h a t  w e  found a f t e rwards  
and a--

Q ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Go ahead. 

A. S p e c i a l i s t  GUTHRIE ,  i n s t e a d  o f  shoo t ing  t h e  man, 
went o u t ,  and he  r an  a f t e r  t h i s  guy--he r an  o u t ,  grabbed him. 
H e  r a n  a f t e r  t h i s  guy and k ind  of  t a c k l e d  him l i k e  you would 
bul ldog  a  cow and, you know, disarmed him and brought  him 
back. I remember they  p u t  him i n  a bomb s h e l t e r .  I remember 
Lieu tenant  LEWIS came o u t ,  and I remember he k icked  and jumped 
and he  threw h i s  helmet a t  him and h i t  t h e  guy. I remember he  
jumped up and down on him. But a t  t h e  t i m e  I--it seemed--it 
was k i n d  of shocking bu t - - th i s  i s  r e a l l y  t r u e ,  t h a t  i t ' s  just - -
I had a k i n d  o f  a t t i t u d e - - I  t h i n k  it was t h e  t i m e  r i g h t  a f t e r  
some o f  our  men had been k i l l e d  o r  something. I j u s t  f i g u r e d  
he  was human and, b u t  I remember t h e  guy--I remember they guy 
was s e n t  t o  t h e  r e a r  and eve ry th ing .  

Q* How long  had L ieu tenan t  LEWIS been t h e r e  when h e  
d i d  t h i s ?  How long  had he been a s s igned  t o  B Company? 

A. I d o n ' t  know, sir.  I t ' s  d i f f i c u l t ,  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  
it was a very  long  p e r i o d  of  t i m e .  T h a t ' s  t h e  on ly  a c t u a l  
t h i n g  I saw. That  I can say ,  you know. 

Q L e t '  s go back and w e  '11 make one l a s t  a t tempt .  Do 
you r e c a l l ,  you w i l l  have t o  t h i n k  about i t ,  do you r e c a l l  
p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  any phase of t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  on 1 6 ,  17 ,  18,  19 
March? 

A. I ' m  f a i r l y  p o s i t i v e  I was i n  t h e  r e a r  dur ing  p a r t  
of t h i s . .  I t  seems l i k e  I was t h e r e  on one o f  t h e  days,  and I 
t h i n k  it w a s  t h e  f i r s t  day o f  t h e  ope ra t ion .  And I might have 
gone t o  t h e  r e a r  t h a t  evening,  something l i k e  t h a t .  I know I 
was i n  t h e  r e a r ;  t h e r e ' s  no doubt ,  when L ieu tenan t  COCHRAN's 
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helmet a r r i v e d  t o  our  supply.  I know t h a t ,  and I ' m  f a i r l y  
s u r e  I remember hea r ing  about a--on second--I'm almost pos-
i t i v e  I d i d  hear--hear about Lieutenant  COCHRAN's death from 
t h e  r e a r .  

Q A l l  r i g h t .  L e t ' s  l e t  that--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  Sure,  again I ' m  a lmost  s u r e ,  
p o s i t i v e .  

Q L e t ' s  assume--okay. You hea r  about h i s  death i n  
t h e  r e a r .  Then you wouldn ' t have moved--you wouldn 't have 
gone t o  t h e  f i e l d  wi th  t h e  company t h a t  morning, would t h a t  
be r i g h t ?  

A .  Not--that could be c o r r e c t ,  I could be t a l k i n g  
about a completely d i f f e r e n t  opera t ion ,  s ir .  I w a s  on q u i t e  
a few of them i n  t h e  10 months the re .  

Q You r e c a l l  a b r i e f i n g  where t h e  mission was sea rch  
and destroy? 

A. Yes, I d id .  I t  was a l i t t l e  d i f f e r e n t  than  most 
missions,  because most missions were search and c l e a r .  

Q What a r e  t h e  circumstances of t h i s  b r i e f i n g ,  where 
was it given,  who gave it, and s o  f o r t h ?  

A .  Well, i f  i t  was given it was given by my pla toon 
leader .  And I--

Q . ( In te rpos ing)  When he used t h e  term d e s t r o y ,  what 
d i d  t h i s  mean t o  you? 

A. Well, I ' m  not--I can t e l l  you what--what t h e  opera-
t i o n  meant t o  me and what my i d e a  o f  t h e  t h i n g ,  I c a n ' t  say it 
was a search  and des t roy .  I know we were--the opera t ion  t h a t  
I ' m  th inking  about ,  i t  i t ' s  t h e  same one, was t o  move--it seems 
l i k e  t h e  p o i n t  was t o  move t h e  people t o  one o f  those camps, 
because it was kind of  hard t o  work i n  t h e  a r e a  wi th  t h e  c i v i l -
i a n s .  W e ,  you know, it was k ind  of mixed up whose s i d e  they  
were on, because I jus t - - I  got  t h e  i d e a  t h a t  i t  was t h e  i d e a  
t o  move those c i v i l i a n s  t o  one of those camps and then  des t roy  
a l l  t h e  food and hootches and t h a t  s o r t  of t h i n g  t h a t  could be 
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used by t h e  enemy. I f  t h a t ' s  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  I ' m  t h i n k i n g  o f ,  
t h a t  was my i d e a  o f  t h e  ope ra t ion .  

Q* Did t h a t  i nc lude  burning v i l l a g e s ?  

A. Y e s ,  i t d id .  

Did i t  inc lude  k i l l i n g  t h e  l i v e s t o c k ?  

A. Y e s ,  i t  d i d .  

0. Did you p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h i s ?  

A. Y e s ,  I d id .  I t ' s  t h e  only  ope ra t ion  I can t h i n k  
of t h a t  I w a s  ever--I  was e v e r  t o l d  t o  burn a hootch.  

9. Did i t  seem reasonable  t o  you? 

A. Y e s ,  i t  d id .  Because t h e  people  w e r e n ' t  going t o  
l i v e  t h e r e  anymore, I c o u l d n ' t  see any reason  t o  l eave  a l l  t h a t  
you know, t h a t  l i v e s t o c k  and eve ry th ing ,  t h a t  s u p p l i e s ,  t o  t h e  
enemy. J u s t  l i k e  ammunition and anyth ing  else. 

Q - You mentioned moving t h e  people ,  was it  your under- 
s t and ing  t h a t  t h e  people would be ga the red  up and taken  away 
from t h i s  a r e a  and provided lodging  someplace e l s e ?  

A. Y e s ,  it was. 

Q. Do you have any f u r t h e r  tes t imony,  anyth ing  t h a t  
you f e e l  t h a t  might h e l p  us ,  r e a l i z i n g  w e ' r e  t r y i n g  to--we 're 
t r y i n g  t o  p u t  t o g e t h e r  a p i c t u r e  o f  t h i s  ope ra t ion .  Did you 
hea r  anyth ing  t h a t  f i t s  i n  t h i s  t ime frame, have you heard 
anything t h a t  f i t s  i n  t h e  t i m e  frame, any documents t h a t  you 
might have t h a t  w e  could use? 

A. J u s t  t h a t  I have t h a t  one America1 pamphlet t h a t  
I t o l d  you about  t h a t  has  t h e  a - - tha t  has  a map o f  t h e  opera- 

. 	 t i o n  and i t  te l ls  you a l i t t l e  b i t  about  it. I t h i n k  it says  
something l i k e  78 o f  t h e  enemy was k i l l e d  o r  something l i k e  
t h a t .  

Q. Did you c a r r y  a camera wi th  you when you went on 
an ope ra t ion?  
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A. Most o f  t h e  t ime, .yes ,  I d id .  

Q 0 Have you reviewed t h e  p i c t u r e s ?  

A.  Y e s .  

Q Find any t h a t  you t h i n k  were taken o f  t h e  
P i n k v i l l e  a rea?  

A .  Y e s .  

Q And poss ib ly  t h a t  s p i t  of land  t h e r e  going along 
t h e  South China Sea,  you have any p i c t u r e s  of  t h a t  a rea?  

A. This  peninsula  p a r t  here? 

Q Yes? 

A. I ' m  n o t  su re .  I remember landing  on an opera t ion  
i n  t h e r e ,  somewhere around t h a t  a r e a ,  I ' m  n o t  even p o s i t i v e  it 
was t h e  P i n k v i l l e  a rea .  

Q When was t h e  l a s t  t ime you looked a t  your p i c t u r e s ?  

A. Yesterday before  I l e f t .  

Q Did you keep them chronologica l ly ,  do you have 
notes  t h a t  a--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  No, I don ' t .  

Q Do. you know of anyone else t h a t  c a r r i e d  a camera 
on opera t ions?  

A. I remember t h e r e  was o t h e r  guys t h a t  took p i c t u r e s .  
Usually it was k ind  of hard t o  g e t  f i lm.  I d o n ' t  remember--I 
remember a couple of t imes t h a t  men had borrowed my camera t o  
t ake  p i c t u r e s  wi th .  

Q 0 What k ind  of camera d i d  you have? 

A .  W e l l ,  a t  d i f f e r e n t  t imes,  I had a  k ind  of  a box 
camera t h a t  took those  c a r t r i d g e s .  Then I had a--and then 
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a f t e r  R&R I had one of these  l i t t l e  Minolta 16mm, t h e  l i t t l e  
t i n y  job t h a t  t akes  a--the c a r t r i d g e  f i lm.  I d i d n ' t  take too  
many p i c t u r e s .  I n  f a c t ,  most of the  time t h e  only time I had 
a chance t o  t ake  p i c t u r e s  was when th ings  go t  kind of s lack .  

Q. I ' l l  ask you t o  p lease  review your p i c t u r e s ,  i f  
you have p i c t u r e s  of t h i s  a r e a  t h a t  you be l i eve  were taken on 
t h i s  opera t ion ,  I ' l l  ask t h a t  you send them t o  u s ,  we ' 11 
supply you with an envelope. 

A. I don' t - - I  d o n ' t  t h ink  I do. I might have some 

p i c t u r e s  of t h e  a r e a  on a  d i f f e r e n t  opera t ion  though. 


Q- . A l l  r i g h t .  Do you have any f u r t h e r  testimony? 

A. J u s t  t h a t  everyth ing  t h a t  I ' v e  t o l d  you i s  kind 

of fuzzy i n  my mind, i n  places--times and p laces  and what 

opera t ion  it involved. I t ' s  hard f o r  m e  t o  g e t  i n  my mind. 

It was 2 yea r s  ago and it w a s  a l l - - I  was on q u i t e  a few d i f -  

f e r e n t  opera t ions .  I had en te red  t h a t  a r e a  before .  I d o n ' t  


. 	 know i f  I ' d  gone t h a t  f a r  south be fo re ,  b u t  I worked--I worked 
up t h e r e  where t h e  causeway c rosses  t h e  r i v e r  a couple of t i m e s .  

a - W e l l ,  I reques t  t h a t  you do not  d i scuss  your 
testimony i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  with o t h e r s ,  inc luding  o t h e r  
witnesses  f o r  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  except as  you may be requi red  
t o  do be fo re  a competent j u d i c i a l ,  l e g i s l a t i v e ,  o r  admin i s t r a t ive  
body. I n  a d d i t i o n  you a r e  caut ioned t h a t  i f  you a r e  s u b j e c t  t o  
the  order  i s s u e d  by the  m i l i t a r y  judge i n  t h e  genera l  cour t -
m a r t i a l  i n  t h e  case of t h e  United S t a t e s  v .  Calley your appear- 
ance here  i n  no way changes t h e  a p p l i c a b i l i t y  and e f f e c t  of 
t h a t  order .  W e  d o n ' t  expect  you t o  be c a l l e d  t o  appear i n  
the  Cal lev case.  

.'A I c o u l d n ' t  o f f e r  anything. 

Q- Yes. We're t a l k i n g  about a canpetent  j u d i c i a l ,  
l e g i s l a t i v e ,  o r  admin i s t r a t ive  body. There is  a l e g i s l a t i v e  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  and were you t o  be c a l l e d  by any competent 
a u t h o r i t y ,  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  you t e s t i f i e d  h e r e ,  i n  f a c t  would 
have no e f f e c t  on t h a t  testimony. The reason we d o n ' t  want 
you t o  d i scuss  your testimony with o t h e r  wi tnesses  we want 
t o  get an uncolored-- 
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A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I unders tand ,  sir.  

Q unbiased p i c t u r e  from them. Thank you v e r y  much. 

LTC NOLL: .The h e a r i n g  . w i l l  r e c e s s  a t  t h i s  t i m e .  

(The h e a r i n g  r eces sed  a t  1100 hour s ,  31 January 
1970. ) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: HATCH, Larry L. 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 7 February 1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: RTO, Third Platoon,  
B/4/3. 

1. PRIOR T R A I N I N G  I N  THE RULES OF LAND WARFARE. 

The wi tness  r e c a l l e d  no c l a s s e s  on t h e  Geneva 
Conventions o r  t h e  l e g a l i t y  of o r d e r s ,  a l though he admitted 
such might have been given (pg. 2 )  . 
2. PREOPERATIONAL PLANS AND BRIEFINGS. 

The wi tness  could no t  r eca l l  t h e  15 March b r i e f i n g  
s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  b u t  he d i d  r e c a l l  a b r i e f i n g  p r i o r  t o  an 
opera t ion  i n  t h e  Son My a rea .  The o rde r s  given s t a t e d  
that a l l  persons were evacuated and only t h e  enemy re-
mained. Thus, everyth ing  l i v i n g  w a s  t o  be k i l l e d  (pg. 4 )  . 
3 .  THE COMBAT ASSAULT. ' 

a. A c t i v i t i e s  of 1 6  March. 

The wi tness  r e c a l l e d  t h a t  he  went i n  on t h e  
second l i f t  w i t h  h i s  doorgunner f i r i n g  as t h e  landing 
zone w a s  approached (pg. 5 )  . Upon landing he aided i n  
s e t t i n g  up s e c u r i t y  around the mortar  (pg. 5 ) .  H e  
added t h a t  f i r e  was rece ived ,  b u t  he d i d  n o t  b e l i e v e  
it was r e t u r n e d  (pg. 7 )  . The wi tness  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  
second p la toon  w a s  t h e  f i r s t  t o  move o u t  of t h e  landing 
zone (pg. 8)  . H e  be l ieved t h a t  t h e  t roops  moved through 
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and searched a v i l l a g e  (pg. 1 2 ) .  He vaguely r e c a l l e d  
l i n k i n g  up w i t h  C Company and see ing  some d e t a i n e e s  
(pg. 1 3 ) .  H e  could r e c a l l  nothing e l s e  about  t h a t  
evening (,pg. 15) . H e  d i d  n o t  remember any body count  
r e p o r t  of  t h e  f i r s t  p l a toon  (pg. 1 9 ) . 

b. ~ c t i v i t i e son 17 March. 

The wi tness  r e c a l l e d  t h a t  h i s  p l a toon  l ead ing  o f f  
i n  t h e  morning (pg. 1 5 ) .  He was c l o s e  enough t o  s e e  t h e  
mine which exploded and wounded TAYLOR (pg. 1 6 ) .  H e  
t e s t i f i e d  t h a t ,  a s  he remembered, h i s  p l a toon  crossed  t h e  
b r idge  and deployed on t h e  f a r  bank of t h e  r i v e r  (pgs. 17,  
1 8 ) .  H e  r e c a l l e d  hea r ing  some f i r i n g  (pg. 1 7 ) .  

c. A c t i v i t i e s  on 18 and 1 9  March. 

The wi tness  r e c a l l e d  t h e  a c t i v i t i = o f  t h e  18th  
and MILUS' dea th  (pg. 22) . H e  remembered t h e  mortar  
a t t a c k  t h a t  n i g h t ,  b u t  s t a t e d  he was n o t  i n  a  p o s i t i o n  
t o  hear  incoming sma l l  arms f i r e  (pg. 2 2 ) .  H e  helped 
p l a c e  wounded men on t h e  d u s t o f f s  (pgs.  2 2 ,  23 ) .  H e  re-
c a l l e d  a "Spooky" be ing  on s t a t i o n  overhead (pg. 24) .  
The wi tness  r e l a t e d  search ing  f o r  t h e  enemy mortar  
p o s i t i o n  t h e  next  day. Mortar rounds were found and 
des t royed  (pgs.  24, 25!. 

4 .  KNOWLEDGE OF AN I N C I D E N T .  

The wi tness  s t a t e d  he r e c a i l e d  no d i s c u s s i o n s  about  
a  body count ,  an o r d e r  t o  s t o p  hurning,  c i v i l i a n s  be ing  
k i l l e d  by B/4/3 o r  C /1 /20 ,  any r a p e s ,  o r  t o r t u r i n g  of 
p r i s o n e r s  on t h e  o p e r a t i o n  i n  i s s u e  (pgs.  25, 2 6 ) .  

5. KNOWLEDGE OF AN INVESTIGATION. 

Nei ther  t h e  w i t n e s s ,  n - r t o  h i s  knowledge, any of 
n i s  comrades were ques t ioned  concerning t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  
(pg. 2 5 ) .  No o rde r  was g iven  t o  hold down t a l k  of t h i s  
ope ra t ion  (pg. 25 ) .  

6 .  OTHER INFORMATION. 

The wi tness  s t a t e d  t h a t  due t o  h i s  wounds he o f t e n  
had d i f f i c u l t y  remembering t h i n g s  which happened i n  Vietnam 
(pg. 1). 
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EXHIBITS 

EXHIBIT 	 -
NUMBER DESCRIPTION 	 NOTES -_ 

PAGES 
* W i t  had never  

M- 2 MACV Card "Nine Rules" s een .  2 
MACV Card "The Enemy i n  

M- 3 Your Hands W i t  had never  s een .  3 
W l t  r e c a l l e d  

P-18 	 Misce l laneous  Scene d e t a i n e e s .  13,14 
W i t  cou ld  n o t  

P- 19 Misce l laneous  Scene 	 14 
. -	 recal l .

W i t  could  n o t  
--&-2A- M i  s c e l l a n e o u s  Scene 	 recal l .  14 

W i t  could  n o t  
- Misce l laneous  Scene r e c a l l .  	 14 

W i t  cou ld  n o t  
- o t o  ~f A R V N ' s  r e c a l l .  14 

- 84 Photo of Son My a r e a  I Shown t o  w i t n e s s .  1 21 
I I 

P-204 Photo of B/4/3 LZ Shown t o  w i t n e s s .  8,9 

Photo of B/4/3 LZ I Shown t o  w i t n e s s .  8,9 
I W i t  cou ld  n o t  

P-20$ Photo o f  d e t a i n e e s  r e c a l l .  15 
1 W i t  cou ld  n o t  

P-20d Photo of l a a g e r  a r e a  recall .  15 
W i t  could  n o t  

Photo of ARVN r e c a l l .  22 

MAP-r, Map 6739 I1 	 U t i l i z e d .  2 1  
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(The hea r ing  reconvened a t  0858 hours ,  7 February 
1970.) 

cOL WILSON: The hear ing  w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  
D 


RCDR: The fol lowing persons a r e  p resen t ;  COL WILSON and,  
MA&: THOMAS. 

L 

W : The next  witness  w i l l  be  M r .  Larry L. HATCH. 
- 1 - . _  
0 (MR HATCH was c a l l e d  as  a wi tness ,  was sworn, and 

t e s t i f i e d  a s  fol lows:  ) 
Q l  

I: li Please  s t a t e  your f u l l  name, your occupat ion,  and 

regldence . 
WIT: Larry L. HATCH, I ' m  a f a c t o r y  worker. 

I , '  

R C ~ R :  And your res idence .  

WIT: Rural Route 1, Gilson,  I l l i n o i s .  
I 

COL WILSON: I s e e  your medical record  shows you received 
head, f ace ,  and c h e s t  wounds on 2 8  June 1968. Does t h i s  have 
any e f f e c t  on your memory? 

A.. i Yes. 

Q. In what way? 

A. ' I have t r o u b l e  remembering t h i n g s  t h a t  happened 
i n  Vietnam. 

\ r 

' 'I 
Q. . Did it r e s u l t  i n  a f r a c t u r e ?  

A. : No. 

Q. You have had a l i t t l e  t r o u b l e  wi th  your memory s i n c e  
then? 

Right.  

Q. We w i l l  proceed with t h e  ques t ions  and maybe when 
we give you a  l i t t l e  rundown on t h i s  t h i n g ,  it might b r ing  
some of  it back. 
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A .  	 Okay. 

Q. 	 What was your job with B/4/3 on t h e  16th  of March? 

RTO . 
For whom? 

A.  Right now I ' m  no t  s u r e ,  sir .  When we went over  
t h e r e  Lieutenant  CARTER was our  platoon l eader  and I a m  n o t  
s u r e  whether he was t h e r e  when it happened o r  not .  

Q. 	 Which platoon were you i n ?  

A. - 3d Pla toon,  and then  Lieutenant  LEWIS was our  
platoon l e a d e r  a f t e r  CARTER. There was a gap i n  between. One 
of t h e  se rgean t s  took over  t h e  platoon.  

Q. 	 Who was t h a t ?  

A. I c a n ' t  remember h i s  name. 

Q *  MCCLOUD? 

A. 	 Y e s .  

Before I s t a r t  with any ques t ions  on t h e  o p e r a t i o n s ,  
you r e c a l l  any t r a i n i n g  t h a t  you received which r e f e r r e d  
l e g a l  versus  i l l e g a l  o rde r s?  

A. 	 No. 

Q. Was it ever  covered i n  a m i l i t a r y  j u s t i c e  c l a s s  o r  
Geneva Convention c l a s s ?  

A. Not r i g h t  offhand, s ir .  We had a l o t  of c l a s s e s  
before  we l e f t  Hawaii and we r..ay have had a c l a s s .  

Q. 	 I have two e x h i b i t s  he re .  One i s  Exh ib i t  M-2 ,  
e n t i t l e d  "Nine Rules",  a MACV ca rd ,  t h a t  i s  a copy of it. 
Have you ever  seen t h a t  card? 

A. 	 I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  I have ever  seen it, sir .  
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Q. Exhib i t  M - 3  i s  another  ca rd ,  e n t i t l e d  t h e  "Enemy 
i n  Your Hands." Have you ever  seen t h a t  one? 

A. I t h i n k  I have, 
I"

Q. - Where d i d  you s e e  i t ?  
W

A .  -, I d o n ' t  know i f  it was e x a c t l y  l i k e  t h a t ,  b u t  I 
dic$,,have a Geneva Convention card.  

Q* This  i s n ' t  t h a t .  
f j l  

8 ,  -
A. M' Then I haven ' t  seen t h a t  one. 

Q. I:?b Let  me f i x  t h e  time period.  W e  a r e  t a l k i n g  about 
an opera t ion  t h a t  took p lace  i n  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  a r e a  and t h e  
t i m e  was 16 through 1 9  March 1968. I t  can be def ined  by t h e  
death of Lieutenant  COCHRAN on t h e  16 th  and MILUS on t h e  n i g h t  
of ' t he  18th .  

A. Y e s .  

Q. Sometime on 15 March, a t  f i r e b a s e  Uptight ,  you 
should have been b r i e f e d  o r  i n  some way t o l d  what t h e  opera- 
t i o n  was going t o  be, what was going t o  come o f f  t h e  next  day 
and s o  f o r t h .  Do you remember anything about what you were 
t o l d  be fo re  t h a t  ope ra t ion  came o f f ?  

A. There were so  many of them. I c a n ' t  remember, sir. 

Q. Do you remember any of t h e s e  po in t s?  You d o n ' t  
remember who t o l d  you t h a t  you were going on t h i s  opera t ion?  

A. I can hard ly  remember, sir. 

Q. Do you r e c a l l  any i n s t r u c t i o n s  given regarding  t h e  
burning of hootches and t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  of  foodstocks? 

A. I c a n ' t  remember whether it was dur ing  t h i s  t i m e  
per iod ,  b u t  w e  had done t h a t .  

Q. Were t h e r e  any i n s t r u c t i o n s  given on i t ?  I ' m  
t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  o u t  whether on t h e  1 5 t h  t h e r e  was any s p e c i a l  
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i n s t r u c t i o n s  given f o r  t h i s  opera t ion .  I ' m  n o t  t a l k i n g  about 
t h e  opera t ion  i t s e l f  r i g h t  now, b u t  I ' m  j u s t  t a l k i n g  about 
t h e  b r i e f i n g .  

A. I d o n ' t  remember about being t o l d .  

Q. How about animals,  anything on animals ,  l i v e s t o c k ?  

A. There was one mission when we were i n s t r u c t e d  t h a t  
it was a search  and des t roy  mission. I c a n ' t  remember whether 
it was t h i s  one o r  no t .  We were supposed t o  k i l l  every th ing  
t h a t  was l i v i n g .  I c a n ' t  remember whether it was t h i s  time o r  
not .  I ' m  p r e t t y  s u r e  it was i n  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  a rea  though. 
They t o l d  us everybody was supposed t o  have been evacuated 
from t h e  v i l l a g e ,  and everyth ing  l i v i n g  t h e r e  was enemy. It 
was h o s t i l e .  

Q. Did you go i n  t h e r e  again a f t e r  t h a t ?  

A. We were i n  t h e r e  a few times.  

Q. A combat a s s a u l t ?  

A. I th ink  once we l e f t  Uptight  and launched a combat 
a s s a u l t .  I c o u l d n ' t  say f o r  s u r e  though, sir.  

Q. You say one time everybody was supposed t o  have 
been evacuated? 

A. Right.  

Q. You were t o  k i l l  every th ing  i n  t h e r e ?  

A. Everything t h a t  was l i v i n g .  

Q. You d o n ' t  know whether t h a t  was t h i s  opera t ion  o r  
not?  

A .  I c o u l d n ' t  say f o r  su re .  Everything seems t o  run 
toge the r  wi th  me now. 

Q. L e t t - s  go t o  t h e  opera t ion  i t s e l f  and s e e  i f  you 
can remember anything on t h a t .  This  i s  t h e  morning t h a t  Lieu- 
t enan t  COCHRAN was k i l l e d .  Did you rece ive  any f i r e  a s  you 
came i n  t h e  landing  zone? 
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A. Yes, sir.  

Q. Was anybody f i r i n g  when they  go t  o f f  o f  t h e  h e l i -  
copter?  

A. - Not t h a t  I can r e c a l l ,  s i r .  
W 

Q. Were t h e  doorgunners f i r i n g  when you went i n ?  
e,: 

A. I b e l i e v e  so ,  sir. 
f'a 

Q* What l i f t  were you on? %.. 

P T  

A. It must have been t h e  second l i f t .  
X?. 

Q* ~ There were two l i f t s ?  

A. It must have been t h e  second l i f t ,  because t h e r e  
were guys a l r eady  t h e r e  when I go t  t h e r e .  The mortar platoon 
was a l r eady  s e t  up. 

Q. The mortar  platoon was a l r eady  t h e r e ?  

A. Yes, o r  maybe they were 'on t h e  same l i f t  a s  I 
was, because we were t h e r e  about t h e  same time. We were s e t t i n g  
s e c u r i t y  around them when we landed and they  s e t  up t h e  mortar 
when we landed, I b e l i e v e ,  t h e  tube.  

Q. Did you s e e  them s e t  t h i s  up? Did you hea r  t h a t  
o r  d id  you s e e  them s e t  it up? 

A. I b e l i e v e  they d id  t h a t  everytime we went down. 

Q. How much do you know about t h e  mortar platoon? 
t 

A. They were i n  our  company. I b e l i e v e  they  had it 
with them t h a t  day on t h e  opera t ions .  

Q. Have you t a l k e d  t o  anybody about t h i s  opera t ion  
s i n c e  you have been i n  town? 

A. J u s t  about coming up he re ,  n o t  d i r e c t l y  about t h e  
opera t ions .  
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Q. Whom d i d  you d i scuss  it with? 

A. The guy t h a t  got  me t h e  h o t e l .  

Q. Who i s  t h a t ? .  

A. The one t h a t  gave me t h e  keys. 

Q. You have no t  d iscussed  t h i s  with anybody from 
t h e  company? 

A. Not t h i s .  

Q. Who have you seen from t h e  company s i n c e  you have 
been i n  Washington? 

A. I t a l k e d  t o  ESTERLING. 

RCDR: He 's been he re .  

A. Yes, he  has  a l ready been here .  I t a l k e d  t o  HOLMES. 
He i s  here  today. We discussed  t h e  mission d i r e c t l y  a l i t t l e .  

RCDR: ESTERLING was he re  on t h e  20th. 

COL WILSON: What a c t i o n  was taken on t h i s  f i r e  on t h e  ground? 
Did t h e  3d Platoon t ake  any ac t ion?  

A. When we landed t h e  f i r e  was coming from t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q - Which d i r e c t i o n  was t h i s ?  The s e a  was due e a s t .  

A .  I wouldn't  say f o r  s u r e ,  b u t  I t h i n k  it was. The 
sea  was due e a s t .  I t  would be ,  i f  I was fac ing  t h e  s e a ,  it 
would have been t o  t h e  r e a r ,  r i g h t .  

Q. To t h e  west? 

A. Y e s ,  t o  t h e  west and t o  t h e  south.  There was no 
sense of us f i r i n g ,  because we cou ldn ' t  s e e  where i t  was coming. 

a. How f a r  away do you th ink  t h i s  f i r e  was? 

A .  About 300 meters.  
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?, 

Q. Is t h a t  a l l ?  

A. The vil lage--you c o u l d n ' t  s e e  where it w a s  coming 
frqp.  You could s e e  t h e  t r a c e r s  o r  hea r  a round pop. I c a n ' t  

refiember whether we opened up on t h a t  a rea  o r  n o t ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  

t h iqk  w e  d id .  I c o u l d n ' t  swear t o  it. 


Q. . That i s  about t h e  a r e a  where C Company was opera-
tiliij? 

2 
A. It  was? 

1 -
" 

Q. Y e s .  

A. They were back over t h e r e ?  

Q. Of course  they were n o t  300 meters--They were 
f u r t h e r  than t h a t .  

A. Do you know where Lieutenant  COCHRAN g o t  k i l l e d ?  

Q e  W e  have an idea .  

A. This  v i l l a g e  w a s  on-- i t  would be as you a r e  f ac ing  
t h e  ocean. I f  I had turned around Lieutenant  COCHRAN was 
over t o  t h e  r i g h t  and t h e  f i r i n g  was coming from t h e  l e f t .  The 
v i l l a g e  was over h e r e  and t h e  f i r i n g  was coming over  from t h e  
l e f t .  

Q. I t ' s  hard  t o  s e e  your p o s i t i o n ,  s o  I dont . t  know 
exac t ly  where you were. 

A. We were s t and ing  i n  between two v i l l a g e s .  They 
were separa ted  a l i t t l e  b i t  and w e  s tood t h e r e  i n  t h e  r i c e  
paddy, b u t  I c o u l d n ' t  p l o t  it. 

9- What happened a f t e r  t h a t ?  Did t h e  2d Platoon 
move o f f  f i r s t ?  Is t h a t  why Lieutenant  COCHRAN go t  h i t  o r  
were t h e  2d and 3d Platoons moving on t h e  l i n e ?  

A. No, t h e  2d Platoon s t a r t e d  moving o f f  f i r s t ,  I 
be l ieve .  

Q. You have awful c l o s e  t iming;  it depends on which 
l i f t  t h e  2d Platoon was on. 
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A. I t h i n k  they  were on t h e  f i r s t  l i f t ,  

Q- Why? 

A. Because they .  moved o u t  before  us .  

Q. You mean from t h e  landing  zone? 

A. Y e s ,  from t h e  LZ. They might have g o t t e n  t h e r e  
l a s t  and j u s t  took o f f  f i r s t .  

Q. I f  they  moved o u t  f i r s t ,  what d i d  t h e  3d Platoon 
do? Did they  move o u t  behind them o r  move o u t  i n t o  a d i f f e r e n t  
d i r e c t i o n ?  

A. I t h i n k  we moved o u t  behind them, 

Q. The l a s t  l i f t  touched down a t  0827 according t o  t h e  
log  and Lieutenant  COCHRAN was k i l l e d  according t o  t h e  l o g  a t  
0845. The l a s t  l i f t  touched down a t  0827, i t ' s  n o t  l i k e l y  
they would have go t t en  o f f  of  t h e  a i r c r a f t  u n t i l  0835 and w i t h i n  
a per iod of 10 o r  1 5  minutes a f t e r  t h a t  Lieutenant  COCHRAN was 
k i l l e d  and 4 o r  5 men wounded. Do you remember i f  t h e  2d Pla-  
toon was moving when you got  o f f  t h e  choppers? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember, sir.  I know they moved ou t  ahead 
of u s ,  because we w e r e  s t i l l  s e t  up behind t h e  mortar p la toon,  
b u t  I d o n ' t  remember who came i n  f i r s t .  

Q. .These two photographs, P-206 and P-207 d e p i c t  t h e  
a rea  i n  which you landed. There a r e  a couple of  rocke t s  going 
in .  

A, Is t h i s  a p i c t u r e  of  t h a t  day? 

Q. Y e s .  Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of  t h a t ?  

A. There were gunships f l y i n g  around even when w e  
landed. 

Q. This  had t o  be t h e  f i r s t  l i f t  o r  t h e  gunships 
would no t  be f i r i n g .  

A .  They were s t i l l  f l y i n g  around when we came i n .  
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Q. I mean f i r i n g  on t h e  landing  zone. 

A. I see. 
1$

Q: I wonder i f  t h i s  t e r r a i n  meant anything t o  you? 

A. 'v: I c a n ' t  s e e  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q C+ Do you remember t h e  graveyard? 

A. .,J It seems l i k e  t h e  LZ was a graveyard. 

Q. But you s a i d  you were i n  a rice paddy. 
4 

A. Y e s ,  w e  were i n  a r i c e  paddy when we set up 
around t h e  weapons platoon.  

Q- Wers you anywhere near  Lieutenant  COCHRAN when he 
got  h i t ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q. Did you g e t  c l o s e  t o  him a t  any time before  he o r  
t h e  people t h a t  were wounded were dusted-off?  

A. No, sir. I c a n ' t  remember, s i r .  

Q. Do you remember what happened a f t e r  h e  go t  h i t ?  

A. .Not r e a l  c l e a r .  

Q. A t  0930 it was repor ted  t h a t  another  booby t r a p  
was t r i p p e d  and 3 more men o u t  of t h e  2d Platoon were wounded. 
Do you r e c a l l  t h a t ?  

A. No. 

9. You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  s ee ing  a h e l i c o p t e r  come i n  and 
p ick  up 3 more people about 45 minutes l a t e r ?  

A. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  who it was. 

Q. You t h i n k  you were on t h e  second l i f t ,  r i g h t ?  
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A. I b e l i e v e  so. I t ' s  awful hard f o r  me t o  remember 
t h e s e  th ings .  

Q. You were on a company n e t ,  with your PRC-25, i s  
t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q. Was t h e r e  another  r a d i o  i n  your platoon? 

A. Y e s ,  sir.  We had two rad ios .  

Q. B o t h - r a d i o s  on t h e  company ne t?  

A. Probably. The secondary R T O ' s  r ad io  w a s  n o t  very 
s t rong.  I could j u s t  ba re ly  reach him. It d i d n ' t  mean too  
much. 

Q- Have you e v e r  heard t h e  c a l l  s ign  Coyote? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Whose c a l l  s i g n  w a s  t h a t ?  

A. I t  was b a t t a l i o n ' s  c a l l  s i g n  wasn ' t  i t ?  

Q- Yes. Who was Rawhide 6? 

A. Rawhide 6 t h a t  was Lieutenant  Colonel BARKER. 

Q. No, he was Coyote 6. ' 

A. Colonel BARKER. 

Q Rawhide 6 ,  who w a s  t h a t ?  You were no t  on t h a t  
ne t .  You may no t  know. 

A. I was not  on t h e  h igher  n e t  very o f t e n .  The corn-
pany RTO w a s  t h e  only  one on t h e  n e t .  

Q. How about Dolphin and Warlord? 

A .  Dolphin, t h a t  was t h e  chopper. 
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Q. Did you t a l k  t o  him very much? 

A. I t a l k e d  t o  him f o r  t h e  landing  zone. When t h e  

company commander would l eave  on t h e  f i r s t  l i f t  I would u s e  

my rad io  t o  c a l l  i n  t h e  l a s t  l i f t .  


Q. YOU would n o t i f y  them t h a t  a l i f t  was t a k i n g  o f f ?' 

A. 
5 J 

Y e s ,  o r  n o t i f y  them where w e  were a t  and p ick  us 
up,.. and we were on t h e  l a s t  l i f t .  I would pop t h e  smoke and 
call t h e  l i f t  i n .  

Q. Did you do anything l i k e  t h a t  t h i s  morning? 

A. I doubt t h a t  I d i d  t h e r e .  


Q* You d i d n ' t  r e p o r t  t h e  l a s t  l i f t  t a k i n g  o f f ?  
- (  

A. I c a n ' t  remember doing it, sir. 

Q. Dolphin Lead, about somewhere around 0815 o r  0 8 2 0  
t r ansmi t t ed  t o  Coyote 6 t h a t  he  had t o  make a go-around, be-
cause t h e  a r t i l l e r y  was s t i l l  shoot ing ,  do you remember t h i s ?  

A. Vaguely. 

Q- Do you remember t h e  t ransmiss ion?  

A. No, sir,  I c a n ' t  say t h a t  I do. I t ' s  t o o  vague. 
Could you t e l l  m e  who those  t h r e e  guys were t h a t  go t  h u r t  t h e  
second time? 

Q. Y e s .  

A. Maybe t h a t  would h e l p  m e  remember something. 

Q. W e  have got  t h e  ones t h a t  were h u r t  f o r  t h e  day. 
We have a breakdown of  what happened t h e  second t i m e .  

RCDR: WILBURN, CANTU, HITCHMAN, TRAVERSA, SHIFLEY, GUNTA. 
These a r e  t h e  ones i n j u r e d  by t h e  two mines. 

Q- These are from t h e  whole day. W e  c a n ' t  break 
them o u t .  
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RCDR : The second p l a toon  people .  

Q =  W e  c a n ' t  b reak  them o u t .  

A. I c a n ' t  remember t h o s e  guys t h a t  w e r e  h u r t .  You 
say  GUNTA? H e  w a s  c a r r y i n g  t h e  r a d i o  when L i e u t e n a n t  COCHRAN 
g o t  h i t ,  w a s n ' t  he? 

Q I d o n ' t  know. Coyote 5 reques ted  a d u s t o f f  a t  
approximately 0845. 

A. Tha t  w a s  GUNTA and L ieu tenan t  COCHRAN? 

Q. Probably.  Who was COCHRAN's RTO? 

A. I b e l i e v e  it w a s  GUNTA. 

Q. That  day you moved i n t o  an a r e a  where you s t a y e d  
t h e  n i g h t .  Did you do any s e a r c h i n g  t h a t  day? 

A. Is t h a t  t h e  day TAYLOR g o t  h u r t ?  

&. No. H e  w a s  i n j u r e d  t h e  nex t  day. 

A. I t  seems l i k e  w e  moved up through t h a t  v i l l a g e  
and searched  it. 

Q. L e t  m e  ask you t h i s  and maybe t h i s  w i l l  h e l p  you.
Do you remember a v i l l a g e  of P i n k v i l l e ,  n o t  t h e  whole a r e a ,  
b u t  t h e  v i l l a g e  i tsel 'f  r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  P i n k v i l l e ,  My L a i  ( I ) ?  

A. Along t h e  c o a s t ?  

Q. Yes. 

A. Y e s ,  I remember it. 

Q There  was a q u e s t i o n  t h a t  w e  have n o t  r e a l l y  s o l v e d  
y e t  a s  t o  whether  t h e  2d o r  t h e  3d P la toon ,  probably t h e  2d 
P la toon ,  w a s  supposed t o  s e a r c h  P inkvi lPe  t h a t  morning. ^When 
t h e s e  two groups h i t  two mines and t h e s e  c a s u a l t i e s  r e s u l t e d ,  
p o s s i b l y  Colonel  BARKER, i n  communication by r a d i o  o r  d i r e c t l y  
w i t h  Captain  MICHLES s a i d  n o t  t o  sweep P i n k v i l l e .  W e  have had 
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enough c a s u a l t i e s ,  o r  something t o  t h a t  e f f e c t ,  and t h e  2d 
platoon d i d n ' t  move anywhere nea r  t h a t  v i l l a g e .  They s t a r t e d  
swapping around wi th  t h e  3d Platoon.  Do you know anything about 
t h i s ?  I d o n ' t  guess t h i s  would have come over  your radio?  

A. 	 No, it probably wouldn't  have. 

Do you remember anything about i t ?  
ty 

A. 	 I c a n ' t  remember, sir.  

Q. A s  f a r  a s  t h e  i n c i d e n t s  t h a t  day, w e  d o n ' t  know 

too,much, except  t h a t  t h e r e  may have been some m i l i t a r y  in -  

t e l l i g e n c e  personnel  o r  ARVN o r  i n t e r p r e t e r s  t h a t  came i n  
the re .  Did you s e e  anybody coming i n  t o  t h e  CP a r e a  t h a t  day? 

A. I f  I can remember where we s e t  up--but I c a n ' t  
t e l l  you where w e  s e t  up. 

Q. Do you remember C Company coming i n  and l i n k i n g  
up wi th  you f o r  t h e  n igh t?  

A. 	 Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. 	 Were you l i n k i n g  up wi th  them where you s e t  up? 

A. W e  s e t  up our  l aager ,  I b e l i e v e ,  then they flew 
i n  chow t h a t  evening. 

Q. I ' m  s u r e  they did.  The ques t ion  i s ,  do you remem-
b e r  C Company coming i n  wi th  ARVN personnel?  

A. 	 No. 

Q. 	 Do you remember them coming i n  with p r i soners?  

A. 	 No. 

Q. Do you remember any i n t e r p r e t e r s  o r  i n t e r r o g a t i o n s  
the re?  

A. I c a n ' t  remember it. 


Q- Did you e v e r  s e e  t h i s  group on Exh ib i t  P-18? 
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A. I b e l i e v e  t h i s  i s  HUFFMAN. 

Q What about t h e  Vietnamese i n  t h e r e ,  d i d  you e v e r  
s e e  them? 

A. I can remember t h e  faces  b u t  I c a n ' t  remember 
where I saw them. 

Q - The o l d  man s t and ing  up and t h e  fe l low s i t t i n g  
down next  t o  him fac ing  t h e  same way, what do you remember 
about them? 

A. I remember t h e i r  f aces ,  t h a t ' s  a l l .  

Q. Do you know what happened t o  those  people? 

A. No. 

Q. Do you know where you picked them up? 

A. No. 

Q. Do you know i f  they came with C Company? 

A .  No. 

A. No. 

Q - P-21, d id  you e v e r  s e e  those  two men i n  uniform? 

A. No. 

A. No. 

Q. P-66, d id  you e v e r  s e e  one of  those  two Vietnamese 
s o l d i e r s ?  

A. No. 

Q Do you remember a h e l i c o p t e r  coming i n  and b r ing ing  
some i n t e r p r e t e r s ?  They might have come i n t o  your a r e a .  
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A. I d o n ' t  remember anyone coming i n ,  sir. 

Q. P-208, d id  you s e e  t h a t  group of p r i soners?  

A. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l .  I might have. 

Q. : How about P-209, can you recognize t h a t  a rea?  

A. :.: I t ' s  a l i t t l e  dark.  

Q .  That i s  supposed t o  be where t h e  company CP was 
s e t  up, i n  a cemetery o r  pagoda o r  something with a  b r i c k  wa l l  
around it. That n i g h t  you s tayed t h e r e .  Do you remember 
see ing  any p r i s o n e r s  i n t e r r o g a t e d ?  

A. I f  I can remember t h e  time--I c a n ' t  remember it 
though, because we have i n t e r r o g a t e d  p r i s o n e r s  and s t u f f .  

Q. Do you remember anything unusual be ing  done t h a t  
n i g h t ,  i n t e r r o g a t i n g  p r i s o n e r s  o r  t o r t u r i n g  o r  f o r c e  being 
used t h a t  af ternoon? 

A. L e t ' s  see .  

Q. Do you remember any of them being s h o t ?  

A. N o .  

Q. Did you s e e  any National  P o l i c e  i n  t h e r e ?  

A. Not t h a t  I can r e c a l l .  

Q. You s tayed  t h e r e  a l l  n i g h t  with C Company, 
broke t h e  nex t  morning and moved toward t h e  br idge .  

A. Right. 

Q. I d o n ' t  know which p la toon was l ead ing ,  whether 
it was t h e  2d o r  3d Platoon. 

A. I t  must have been t h e  p la toon TAYLOR was i n .  I 
th ink  he  was i n  t h e  1st Platoon. He was i n  t h e  1st Platoon? 

Q. Y e s ,  b u t  t h a t  p la toon was on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  
r i v e r .  
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A. They were on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e .  They were a l r eady  
over t h e r e ?  

Q Y e s .  

A. They l e f t  e a r l y  t h a t  morning? 

Q. They l e f t  t h e  day before .  

A. The day before?  

Q. I was t r y i n g  t o  f i g u r e  o u t  which p la toon was leading .  

A. Probably ours .  

Q. I be l i eve  it was. Now, t h a t  would have p u t  you 
p r e t t y  c l o s e  t o  t h e  br idge  when t h a t  mine was detonated.  Did 
you s e e  t h a t ?  

A. Yes, I saw t h e  mine go o f f .  I t h i n k  w e  h e l d  up 
when t h e  mine went o f f  u n t i l  t h ings  s e t t l e d  down and then  w e  
went on ac ross  a f t e r  they  checked it ou t .  

Q. Do you remember a couple demolit ion people coming 
up? -
A. I zou lh l  t say f o r  su re .  

Q. Do you remember a t  t h e  time t h e  mine went o f f  
whether t h e r e  was any f i x i n g  from t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of  t h e  bank? 

A. Not a t  t h a t  time. 

Q. When d i d  you hear  f i r i n g  over  t h e r e ?  

A. I remember hea r ing  f i r e  over t h e r e  when w e  go t  
across  and we s tayed i n  t h a t  <?.year i g h t  on t h e  o t h e r  s ide .  
There was f i r i n g  coming from t h a t  s i d e  of t h e  r i v e r ,  except  
it was f u r t h e r  back toward t h e  r i s e .  I t  seems l i k e  some-
body was opera t ing  over  t h e r e .  

Q. Did it sound l i k e  f r i e n d l y  f i r e ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know whether i t ' w a s  f r i e n d l y  o r  n o t ,  b u t  
t h e r e  were rounds coming i n .  
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Q. You mean while  you crossed t h e  br idge  t h e r e  was 
f i r e ?  

A. No. When we crossed we he ld  up along che r i v e r  
and 'our  platoon moved up. It was a s  we crossed t h e  br idge ,  
and we he ld  up r i g h t  the re .  There was f i r e  coming from 
across .  

Q. When you were i n  t h e r e ,  d i d  y ~ u  hea r  any f i r i n g  
going on over  i n  t h a t  a rea?  

A. I can remember choppers f l y i n g  around over t h e r e .  

Q. The f i r s t  o r  second day? 

A. The f i r s t  day. I t  was j u s t  t h e  doorgunners 
f i r i n g .  

Q. The second day when t h a t  mine went o f f ,  d i d  you 
s e e  any gunships come i n ?  

A. I t ' s  r e a l  vague, b u t  it seems l i k e  they  would 
c a l l  i n  gunships t o  go i n t o  t h a t  a rea .  

I 

Q. Do you remember see ing  i t ?  

A. I c a n ' t  remember, i t ' s  r e a l  vague, sir.  

Q. How about t h e  f i r s t  day, d i d  a t ransmiss ion  come 
over your r a d i o  from t h e  1st Platoon t o  t h e  mortar platoon? 
I t  would have been BRETENSTEIN on t h e  r a d i o  reques t ing  mortar 
f i r e .  Do you remember t h a t ?  

A. No. I remember our  p la toon moving on along t h e  
back t h a t  day. 

Q. A f t e r  you crossed? 

A. Y e s ,  a f t e r  we crossed  we went on down. 

Q. Before you crossed and a f t e r  t h i s  mine went o f f  
o r  be fo re  t h i s  mine went o f f ,  d i d  t h e  1st Platoon move i n  
and deploy on t h a t  bank and f i r e  on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of  t h e  
r i v e r ?  
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A.  We deployed on t h a t  r i v e r ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  w e  
eve r  f i r e d  across  it. 

Why? 

A. There was no, reason t o .  

Q. You were n o t  r ece iv ing  £ i r e ?  

A. I d o n t t  b e l i e v e  so.  Not t h a t  I can r e c a l l ,  i f  
t h a t  i s  t h e  same time. I t  seems l i k e  we moved on down t h e  
bank and we were supposed t o  s e t  up where t h e r e  was causeway 
and t h e r e  was no t  a causeway t h e r e .  You can s e e  on each s i d e  
where it had been and we were supposed t o  guard t h a t  and se-  
cure  t h a t  s i d e  and make s u r e  nobody got  ac ross .  

8. A causeway? 

A. A br idge .  I t  showed on t h e  map we had, b u t  it 
was no t  t h e r e ,  and I c a n ' t  remember what happened a f t e r  t h a t .  
I remember moving on down and s e t t i n g  up along t h e r e  ( i n d i -
ca t ing)  . 

Did t h e  3d Platoon do any f i r i n g  t h a t  day? 

A. I c a n ' t  remember, sir. 

Q. A s  we have t h e  p i c t u r e ,  t h e  3d Platoon s t ayed  i n  
t h a t  a r e a  t h a t  day and t h a t  n igh t .  

A. Did we s t a y  t h e r e  t h a t  n igh t?  

Q. By t h e  br idge.  

A. I know w e  were t h e r e  t h a t  day, b u t  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  
t h e  n igh t .  

Q- The mortar platoon v e n t ,  s tayed  t h e r e  and went 
i n t o  defense p o s i t i o n .  The 2d Platoon moved south  and went 
a l l  t h e  way down t h e  peninsula ,  and l a t e r  went i n t o  a l aager .  
The mortar platoon d isp laced  forward and laagered  wi th  t h e  
company. We b e l i e v e  t h a t  happened. 

A. I can I t  remember. 
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Q. Do you r e c a l l  any t ransmiss ions  t h e  f i r s t  day, 
from t h e  1st Platoon regarding  a body count? 

A. NO,  sir. 

Q- W e  had  a t  0955 t h a t  morning from t h e  1st Platoon,  
t h e  f i r s t  day, 12 VC repor ted  k i l l e d .  A t  1045 10 VC k i l l e d  
and a t  1620 t h a t  af ternoon 4 VC. That 12 VC k i l l e d  would 
have come r i g h t  a f t e r  t h a t  second bunch h i t  t h e  booby t r a p .  

A. No. 

Q* You d o n ' t  remember any of those  people being 
k i l l e d ?  That was 38  VC KIA.  

A. No. 

Q. Also, t h a t  a f te rnoon,  ,between 1600 and 1700 a 
Navy swi f tboa t  brought i n  a bunch of  sampans and turned. them 
over t o  some people. .  Some ' i n t e r p r e t e r s  were taken o u t  t h e r e .  
There would have been a r a d i o  t ransmiss ion  f o r  those  t o  g e t  
o u t  t h e r e .  Did you hea r  anything about t h a t ?  

A. I c a n ' t  remember, s i r .  

Q. That n i g h t  about 2015 o r  2030 t h e  Navy repor ted  
it f i r e d  an H&I mission south ,  about 2 c l i c k s  from t h a t  br idge .  
They would have f i r e d  8 1 1 s ,  HE and WF. D o  you know anything 
about t h a t ?  

A. No. 

Q. This  wouldn't  have come over  your n e t ,  b u t  t h e  
t ransmission concerning t h e  VC K I A  must have been repor ted  by 
t h e  1st Platoon of t h e  company commander, because it shows up 
i n  t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  log. 

A. I c a n ' t  remember t h a t .  

Q. When you go t  over t h a t  day, when you crossed  t h e  
br idge ,  d i d  you t a l k  t o  any of  t h e  1st Platoon people? 

A. Y e s .  I t  seems l i k e  a few of  them were around t h e  
br idge  when we crossed. I t  seems l i k e  they  were s t i l l  along 
t h e  end. 

APP T-341 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

Did you have t i m e  t o  t a l k  t o  them o r  j u s t  p a s s  by? 

A. J u s t  p a s s  by. 

Q - When you s t a y e d  ove r  t h a t  day and t h e y  moved o u t .  
Did you see any a c t i o n  t h a t  day? 

A. No. 

Q. Any f r e s h  graves?  

A. No. 

Q. Did you s e e  any people?  

A. No. 


Q - Vietnamese? 


A. No. 

Q. Did you do any sea rch ing?  

A. No.  

Q. Did you y o u r s e l f  do any moving around t h e r e ?  

A. No. W e  se t  up a long  t h a t  r i v e r  t h a t  day. 

Q. You s t a y e d  i n . t h a t  a r e a  t h a t  n i g h t ?  

A. I can 't remember t h a t  ' n i g h t  a t  a l l .  

Q. Do you remember t h e  mor ta r  p l a toon  b e i n g  t h e r e  
w i t h  .you f o r  awhi le  t h a t  day? 

A. No. 


Q - Did they  set  up a mor ta r?  


A. No. 

Q. Nothing unusual  happened t h a t  n i g h t ?  
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A. I c a n ' t  remember t h a t  n i g h t .  Was t h a t  a r e a  r i g h t
along i n  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )? -
a.  No. I ' l l  s h o ~you on P-185. The br idge  where 
you s t ayed  i s  over  here  somewhere ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  Did you hea r ,  
on 17 March, t h e  2d Platoon r e p o r t  engaging 2 VC and k i l l i n g  
1 down south? 

A. I c a n ' t  remember. 

0 .  The next  morning, which would have been t h e  
morning of  t h e  18 th ,  t h e  company came back and marched nor th  
up t o  a b i g  group of v i l l a g e s ,  up on t h a t  f i n g e r ,  which shows 
on t h a t  map, MAP-4. 

A.  Seems l i k e  t h a t  is  where w e  set up. 

Q.  Could be,  because t h e r e  was another  b r idge  t h a t  
was knocked ou t .  

A. I was s e t t i n g  t h e r e .  

They s a i d  a br idge  was t h e r e ,  b u t  it was n o t  
the re .  

Q. This  i s  what happened then  i f  t h a t  i s  t h e  case.  
The 3d Platoon moved nor th  t o  s e t  up t h e  blocking p o s i t i o n  
and then  came back south and set up a l a a g e r  down near  t h e  
br idge.  That i s  where they  repor ted  being. 

A, W e  moved c l e a r  up h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  

Q- That i s  no t  t o o  f a r .  Where you moved was a c t u a l l y  
about--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  I mean d i d  we move o u t  h e r e  on t h e  
f inger?  

Q. Y e s .  The day of t h e  18 th ,  B Company came back 
and picked up t h e  3d Platoon and moved n o r t h  up i n t o  t h i s  
area.  Two p la toons  swept back i n t o  An Ky and Ky Xuyen ( 2 ) ,  
Ky Xuyen (1) and A n  Binh. They went a l l  back i n  t h e r e  and 
brought t h e s e  people back f o r  a MEDCAP, do you remember t h a t ?  
A bunch of medics were brought i n ,  500-1,000 Vietnamese were 
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t r e a t e d  and given soap and a l l  of t h i s .  Third Platoon and t h e  
1st Platoon and poss ib ly  t h e  2d Platoon were sea rch ing  t h e  
hootches t h a t  day and sending t h e  people back. MILUS was 
k i l l e d  t h a t  n igh t .  

A. It seems l i k e  t h e r e  was a d i s t a n c e  i n  t h e r e .  I 
remember MILUS g e t t i n g  k i l l e d .  

Q. Anyway, a l l  t h a t  day t h e r e  was a l o t  of searching  
and t h e r e  was a MEDCAP going on. There were supposedly some 
ARVN i n t e r p r e t e r s  brought o u t  t h e r e .  Did you s e e  them t h a t  
day? Did you ever  s e e  t h i s  man here  i n  P-215? 

A. Not t h a t  I can r e c a l l .  

Q. Did you s e e  any i n t e r r o g a t i o n s  going on t h a t  day? 

A. I c a n ' t  remember. 

Q. Do you remember any f r i e n d l y  a r t i l l e r y ,  marker 
rounds, coming i n  l a t e r  t h a t  day? 

A. No. 

Q- We have a p r e t t y  good i n d i c a t i o n  what happened 
t h a t  n igh t .  A t  0130 mortar rounds came i n  and one man was 
k i l l e d  and f i v e  wounded. That was M I L U S .  The u n i t  repor ted  
15 t o  1 6  rounds, p l u s  s m a l l  arms f i r e .  Do you remember s m a l l  
arms f i r e  coming i n ?  

A .  No, sir.  

Q. Would you remember it i f  you had heard it ,  o r  d i d  
t h e  mortar f i r e  have people involved t o  t h e  e x t e n t  they would 
not  pay much a t t e n t i o n  t o  small  arms' f i r e ?  

A. I was i n  t h e  CP group i n  our  p la toon and I was i n  
t h e  middle o f  it. I c o u l d n ' t  t e l l  what was going on. 

Q. Okay. Dustoff w a s  requested and a l i g h t  f i r e  team 
was requested a t  0 2 4 4 .  

A. I helped c a r r y  some of those  guys t o  t h e  d u s t o f f .  
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Q- I understand t h a t  MILUS' body remained t h e r e  t h a t  
n ight?  

A. Y e s .  

Q. And you took t h e  wounded t o  t h e  d u s t o f f ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q* I t  was supposed t o  have been completed by 0 2 4 4  i n  
t h e  morning. 

e 

A. I c a n ' t  remember t h e  t imes.  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  how many you pu t  on t h e  a i r c r a f t ?  

A. No. 

Q. Do you r e c a l l  who you p u t  on t h e  a i r c r a f t ?  

A. No. I remember one guy. I helped c a r r y  one guy 
down t h e r e ,  he  e v i d e n t l y  had something wrong wi th  h i s  lungs ,  
because he  c o u l d n ' t  brea the .  L a t e r  t h a t  n i g h t  t h e r e  were a 
couple guys from our  p la toon who moved MILUS o u t  of  h i s  fox- 
hole  i n  ponchos and moved him back over  towards. our  p la toon,  
because it was bo the r ing  some of t h e  guys i n  t h e i r  platoon.  

Q. H e  wasn ' t  i n  t h e  foxhole? 

A. When I found him he  w a s  l a y i n g  o u t s i d e  t h e  fox- 
hole .  

Q. There was a ques t ion  whether he  was i n  t h e  fox- 
ho le  when t h e  rounds came i n .  

A. H e  w a s  i n  t h e  foxhole,  because I remember somebody 
s a y i.ng t h  .ey found one of h i s  arms i n  t h e  foxhole.  I c a n ' t  say 
for s u r e ,. I c a n ' t  swear t o  t h a t .  I t  was a d i r e c t  h i t  i n  h i s  
foxhole. I t  seems l i k e  somebody e l s e  was i n  t h e  foxhole wi th  
him. 

Q. There was a number of people wounded t h a t  n i g n t .  
There were f i v e :  Sergeant  RUSHIN, MILLSAPS, ANDERSON, MOSS- 
FORD, HARTSELL. 
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A. I t  seems l i k e  it may have been MOSSFORD, t h e  guy 
t h a t  had t h e  i n j u r e d  lung. 

Q. MOSSFORD l a t e r  died.  

A. .Yes, I th ink .  t h i s  guy d i d ,  too.  

Q *  A l l  of  t h e s e  men i n  t h e  1st Platoon? 

A. I c a n ' t  say f o r  sure .  One k i d  i n  our  platoon was 
h u r t .  He had one of h i s  eyes i n j u r e d  from shrapnel .  

Q. A "Spooky" was requested t h a t  n i g h t ?  

A. Yes. 

Q. It was supposed t o  be on s t a t i o n  a t  0350 and then  
another mortar  round came i n  a t  0440. Do you remember t h a t  
coming i n ?  

A. I c a n ' t  remember. 

Q. I t  seems k ind  of unusual,  b u t  t h a t ' s  what was re-
ported.  That day t h e r e  was supposed t o  have been a VC suspec t  
picked up. The n e x t  morning they came i n  and took MILUS o u t ;  
t h e  e x t r a c t i o n  of  t h e  1st Platoon s t a r t e d  a t  1050. Do you re-
member see ing  any i n t e r r o g a t i o n s  going on t h a t  morning? 

A. That morning I took t h e  r ad io  and I c a n ' t  remember 
who went wi th  us. We went o u t  t o  where those  mortar rounds 
were coming from. There was a demo man with us and we des-
t royed,  I t h i n k ,  mortar  rounds down t h e r e .  I don ' t  t h ink  we 
found where t h e  tube  was s e t  up. We j u s t  searched around and 
we s t ayed  t h e r e  and it seems l i k e  some higher-ups came o u t  
t h a t  morning. That i s  about a l l  t h a t  I remember. 

Q. I understand they d i d  f i n d  t h i s  mortar p o s i t i o n .  

A. I c a n ' t  remember f o r  s u r e ,  sir. 

Q. You were o u t  t h e r e  a good p a r t  of t h e  morning 
looking around, is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. We walked down t h e  c o a s t  and walked back i n l a n d  a 
l i t t l e  ways and looked around and came back up where we d i d  
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des t roy  t h e  mortar  rounds we found and we swept back. La te r  
t h a t  morning we d i d  CA ou t .  

Q. Went back t o  Dot t ie?  

A. I b e l i e v e  so. 

Q. Do you remember any d i scuss ion  about body count? 

A. No, s i r .  

Q* Did you ever  hear  an o rde r  dur ing  t h i s  opera t ion ,  
poss ib ly  on t h e  second day, t o  s t o p  burning? 

A. I c a n ' t  remember, sir. 

Q- When you were s e t t i n g  up t h e r e  by t h e  b r i d g e ,  d i d  
you s e e  any burning going on t o  t h e  south?  

A. I can ' t  remember. 

Q- Do you have any knowledge of  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o r  
inqui ry  being made while  you were i n  Vietnam on t h i s  opera- 
t i o n ?  

A. No. 

Q. Were you o r  anybody you know ever  quest ioned re-
garding t h i s  opera t ion?  

A. No. 

Q. Did you have a camera? 

A. Y e s .  


Q= Did you have it on t h i s  opera t ion?  


A. I c a n ' t  remember whether I d i d  o r  n o t ,  s ir .  

Q. Where do you have t h e  photographs? 

A. I have a few a t  home, b u t  a l o t  o f  them I j u s t  
took on Uptight.  I took a few on Upt ight ,  and I c a n ' t  remem-
b e r  a l l  of t h e  p i c t u r e s  I took over  t h e r e .  I d i d n ' t  t a k e  t h a t  
many. 
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Q. Major THOMAS w i l l  g ive you an addressed envelope 
s o  i f  you have some photographs, send them t o  us and w e ' l l  
have them reproduced and send them back t o  you. 

A. The ones on Uptight? 


Q- No, t h e  ones a t  t h i s  a rea  on t h i s  t ime.  


A .  I'll look through them, b u t  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  I do. 
I cou ldn ' t  swear where they were taken. 

Q. You won' t  know where t h e  photos were taken? 

A. I would know where they were, b u t  I wouldn ' t  know 
i f  they were taken i n  t h i s  a r e a  o r  not .  A l o t ' o f  them I had 
got  ruined and they go t  s tuck  together .  

Q. I f  you do t u r n  something up you can c a l l  us and 
w e ' l l  send you an envelope and g e t  them reproduced. Do you 
know anybody e l s e  who had a camera during t h i s  opera t ion?  

A. No. A l o t  of people had cameras, b u t  I d o n ' t  
know who. 

Q.  Did you e v e r  hea r  any rumors about c i v i l i a n s  being 
k i l l e d  by C/1/20 o r  B/4/3? 

A. Not t h a t  I remember. 

Q. Were you e v e r  t o l d  n o t  t o  d i scuss  t h i s  opera t ion?  

A. No. 

Q. Do you know o r  d i d  you hea r  of any U.S. o r  ARVN 
t o r t u r i n g  VC suspec t s  o r  PWs? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. Did you h e a r  o r  do you know of any rapes  t h a t  took 
p lace  dur ing  t h i s  opera t ion?  

A. No. 

Q.  DO you have any f u r t h e r  s ta tements  o r  testimony
t h a t  might a s s i s t  General PEERS i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  
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A. 0n ly .wha t  has  been covered h e r e  and I ' m  n o t  s u r e  
o f  h a l f  o f  it r e a l l y .  

Q. W e l l ,  I r e q u e s t  t h a t  you n o t  d i s c u s s  your  t e s t i -  
mony i n  t h i s  c a s e  w i t h  o t h e r s  i n c l u d i n g  o t h e r  w i t n e s s  excep t  
as you may be r e q u i r e d  t o  do b e f o r e  a competent j u d i c i a l ,  
l e g i s l a t i v e  o r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  body. 

W e  a p p r e c i a t e  your  coming i n .  

(The  h e a r i n g  r eces sed  a t  10 07 hour s ,  7 February 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

.WITNESS: HOLMES, Robert D.  r 

C 
DATE OF TESTIMONY: 7 February 1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: Rifleman, F i r s t  Squad, 
Third Platoon,  B/4/3. 

1. PRIOR T R A I N I N G  I N  THE RULES OF LAND WARFARE. 

The wi tness  r e c a l l e d  t r a i n i n g  i n  A I T  concerning t h e  

l e g a l i t y  d orders  (pg. 2 ) .  He a l s o  r e c a l l e d  having 

c l a s s e s  on t h e  handl ing of p r i s o n e r s  and suspec t s  (pg. 4 ) .  


2. PREOPERATIONAL PLANS AND BRIEFINGS. 

The wi tness  recounted t h a t  t h e  mission was t o  be a 
searcn  and des t roy  opera t ion  wi th  ~ / 3 / 1  and ~ / 4 / 3  blocking 
and C/1/20 sweeping (pgs. 4 ,  5 ) .  He r e c a l l e d  t h e  platoon 
being t o l d  t h a t  they were t o  shoot  anything t h a t  moved. 
The wi tness  added t h a t  he w a s  q u i t e  bothered by t h i s  order  
(pg. 2 4 )  . They were a l s o  t o l d  t o  des t roy  animals and food 
supp l i e s .  The wi tness  f e l t  t h a t  t h e  reason f o r  t h i s  s t r a n g e  
o rde r  was t h a t  Lieutenant  Colonel BARKER was upse t  about h i s  
losses i n  t h e  Son My a rea  (pgs. 6 , 7 ) .  

3 .  THE COMBAT ASSAULT. 

a. , A c t i v i t i e s  of 16 March. 

(1) B Company. 

H e  r e l a t e d  the doorgunners were f i r i n g ,  b u t  

t h e r e  w a s  no f i r i n g  by t h e  ground t roops  u n t i l  t h e  f i r s t  

platoon moved o u t  of t h e  landing a r e a  (pg. 11). H e  s t a t e d  
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t h a t  L ieu t enan t  COCHRAN was k i l l e d  by a  booby t r a p  on t h e  
edge of  t h e  LZ (pg. 1 ) .  A second mine exploded s h o r t l y  
t h e r e a f t e r  (pg.  1 2 ) .  The w i t n e s s '  p l a t o o n  w a s  moving by 
this t i m e  (pg. 1 2 ) .  The f i r s t  squad w a s  moving on l i n e  
(pg. 1 3 ) .  The wi tnes s  f e l t  t h a t  BARKER was on t h e  ground 
i n  t h e  a r e a ,  b u t  h e  d i d  n o t  s e e  him t h e r e  (pg.  1 4 ) .  The 
wi tnes s  could  n o t  r e c a l l  A R V N ' s ,  i n t e r p r e t e r s ,  o r  d e t a i n e e s  
i n  t h e  n i g h t  l a a g e r  p o s i t i o n  (pgs .  15 ,  1 6 ) .  He hea rd ,  
however, t h a t  Vietnamese who were accompanying U . S .  f o r c e s  
t r e a t e d  d e t a i n e e s  roughly (pg. 1 8 ) .  He added t h a t  no th ing  
unusual  occur red  on t h e  n i g h t  o f  t h e  16 th  (pg.  2 0 ) .  The 
wi tnes s  t o l d  of  overhear ing  r e p o r t s  over  t h e  r a d i o  t h a t  
a f t e rnoon  concerning 39 VC K I A .  He s t a t e d  t h a t  evm then  h e  
ques t ioned  t h i s  r e p o r t  i n  h i s  mind, because he  d i d  n o t  see 
t h a t  many VC h i m s e l f .  H e  f e l t  t h a t  c i v i l i a n s  were inc luded  
i n  t h i s  r e p o r t d k i l l  c o u n t ( p g .  2 3 ) .  These r e p o r t s  came from 
t h e  f i r s t  p l a t o o n  (pgs .  24, 25) . 

(2 )  C Company. 

The w i t n e s s  r e l a t e d  t a l k i n g  t o  a member of 
C Company i n  t h e  combined l a a g e r  t h a t  n i g h t .  The man w i t h  
whom he  spoke bragged about  t h e  number of k i l l s  C/1/20 
had g o t t e n  (pg.  3 7 ) .  When asked i f  any c i v i l i a n s  w e r e  
inc luded  i n  t h i s  coun t ,  t h e  C Company man avoided t h e  
q u e s t i o n  (pg. 38) . 

b .  A c t i v i t i e s  of 17 March. 

The w i t n e s s  r e c a l l e d  " q u i t e  a  b i t  of  f i r i n g "  
(pg. 2 1 ) .  H e  t o l d  of u s ing  f ragmenta t ion  grenades  t o  c l e a r  
Vietnamese bunkers .  H e  a f f i rmed  t h a t  t h e  U.S. t r o o p s  t o l d  
anyone i n  t h e  bunkers  t o  e x i t  b e f o r e  grenades  w e r e  thrown 
i n t o  t h e  bunkers  (pgs .  2 1 ,  22) . The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  
t h e  t h i r d  p l a t o o n  l e d  o u t  of  t h e  l a a g e r  (pgs .  27, 28) . The 
wi tnes s  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  he f i r  >d f i r s t  a t  some people  running 
i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  a r e a  some 200 meters  away (pgs .  28, 2 9 ) .  H e  
r e l a t e d  t h a t  t hey  a t tempted  t o  g e t  t h e  Vietnamese t o  s t o p  
b e f o r e  f i r i n g  (pg. 29 j . The witness r e l a t e d  t h a t  TAYLOR h i t  
a  mine and t h e n  EOD personne l  moved t o  t h e  f r o n t  (pgs .  31,32) .  
A f t e r  t h e  EOD pe r sonne l  c ros sed  t h e  b r i d g e ,  ~ i c h a e lS M I T H  
moved up w i t h  a mine d e t e c t o r  and marked p robab le  mines 
w i th  t i s s u e  paper  (pg.  3 3 ) .  A s  SMITH was marking t h e  mines 
f i r e  w a s  r e c e i v e d ,  t h e  t r o o p s  pinned down and gunships  made 
two t o  f o u r  gunruns i n  t h e  a r e a  (pg. 3 4 )  . H i s  p l a t o o n ,  s t i l l  
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9 , lo , ,  
13 

Photo  o f  
z o n e -
Photo  of  

B/4/3 l a n d i n g  

~ / 4 / 3  l a n d i n g  
W i t  . . 

1 1 l - i l l 7 ~ a .  
. . 
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W i t  vague ly  re-

P-208 Pho to  o f  d e t a i n e e s  c a l l e d ,  , 20 
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P-215 Photo  of  d e t a i n e e s  young boy. . 47 
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(The hea r ing  reconvened a t  1020 hours ,  7 February 
1970. ) 

COL WILSON: The hearing w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  

RCDR : The  fol lowing persons are p resen t :  COL WILSON and 
MAJ THOMAS. 

The next  witness  i s  M r .  Robert D. HOLMES. 

( M r .  HOLMES was c a l l e d  a s  a wi tness ,  was sworn, 
and t e s t i f i e d  as  follows :) 

Please  s t a t e  your f u l l  name, occupat ion,  and 
residence.  

A. Robert Douglas HOLMES, I ' m  a s t u d e n t  a t  Massasoit  
Community College i n  Massachussets, and I l i v e  a t  2 3  Torry 
Ave  . i n  Brockton , Massachusetts. 

COL WILSON: M r .  HOLMES have you d iscussed  t h i s  opera t ion  with 
anyone from your u n i t ?  

A. N o ,  I haven ' t .  

Q- . What was your assignment i n  B/4/3 on 16 March 1968.? 

A. I was a r i f leman ass igned t o  t h e  3d Platoon. 

Q- What squad? 

A. F i r s t  squad. 

Q- Who w a s  t h e  squad l eader?  

A. HADAWAY, D a r r e l l  HADAWAY. 

Q- Sergeant?  

A. Sergeant  HADAWAY. 

Q- And t h e  platoon l eader?  

A. L ieutenant  CARTER. 
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No . 

Pardon me. 


No, he was absent  t h a t  day, o r  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  


Sergeant  MCCLOUD. 


Sergeant  MCCLOUD? 


Right.  


L ieutenant  CARTER was i n  t h e  h o s p i t a l  o r  something. 


Y e s ,  I remember now. 


Q- During your t r a i n i n g  do you ever  r e c a l l  a c l a s s  on 
--a p a r t  of a c l a s s  t h a t  may have addressed t h e  s u b j e c t  of 
i l l e g a l  versus  l e g a l  o rde r s?  

A. Y e s ,  I b e l i e v e  I do. 

Q. What do you r e c a l l ?  

A. That when we were supposed t o  t ake  o rde r s ,  you 
know, from anybody h igher  than  ourse lves ,  commanders--whether 
they were r i g h t  o r  wrong, unless  we f e l t  d i f f e r e n t ,  we d i d n ' t  
have t o o  much t o  say r e a l l y .  I th ink  t h i s  was i n  AIT. 

Q- Where d i d  you take  advanced t r a i n i n g ?  

A. F o r t  Jackson, South Carol ina.  


Q- - And t h e  s u b j e c t  of i l l e g a l i t y  was it ever  discussed? 


A. I b e l i e v e  it was, I c a n ' t  r e a l l y  r e c a l l  exac t ly  
what it was about.  

Q - Is t h a t  t h e  l a s t  t ime you had anything on t h a t  
s u b j e c t ?  

A.  Y e s ,  sir. 
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Q Exhib i t  M-2 which is  t i t l e d  "Nine Rules ,"  have you 
ever  seen t h a t  card?  

(The wi tness  rece ived  and reviewed t h e  card . )  

A. Y e s ,  I have. 

Q *  Were you a member of t h e  11th Brigade whi le  it was 
i n  Hawaii? 

A .  N O ,  I wasn ' t ,  sir. 

Q You went over a s  a replacement? 

A. Right . 
Q- When d i d  you a r r i v e ?  

A .  January 4 t h ,  1968. 

Q- Did you g e t  one of t h e s e  cards?  

A. Y e s ,  I d i d ,  sir.  

Q- Where d i d  you g e t  i t ?  

A .  I b e l i e v e  I got  t h a t  i n  t r a i n i n g ,  o r  j u s t  a f t e r  I 
got i n t o  country.  I had a whole w a l l e t  f u l l  of t h a t  type  of  
th ing .  

Q Exhib i t  M-3 i s  t i t l e d  "Enemy i n  Your Hands." Did 
you g e t  one of those  cards? 

(The wi tness  rece ived  and reviewed t h e  card . )  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Have you got them with you? 

A. No, I d o n ' t ,  s i r .  I t ' s  i n  my w a l l e t  a t  home. I 
don1t ca r ry  a b i l l f o l d  ( laughing)  . 
Q- Why do you laugh,  because t h e r e  was s o  many of 
them, o r  what? 
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A. Well, yeah, it. f i l l e d  most of my w a l l e t .  

Q. Rogers Rangers? 

A. Yeah, r i g h t .  

Q o Did you ever  read  those  cards?  

A.  Yes, I d id .  

Q Did you ever  have a c l a s s  on them? 

A. Y e s ,  I d e f i n i t e l y  d id .  

Q. They c a l l  t h a t  a rea  where t n e  t r a i n i n g  was adrnin-
i s t e r e d ,  down t h e r e ,  Combat Center ,  do you remember t h a t ?  

A. Yes, a t  Chu L a i ,  it was on t h e  beach. 

Q. Now, i f  you remember t h e  e x h i b i t  t h a t  we handed t o  
you, M-81, where w e  desc r ibe  t h i s  in terv iew team and t h e  se-
quence of ques t ions ,  t h e  f i r s t  sequence of ques t ions  I j u s t  
covered, which was t r a i n i n g .  

I ask you a t  t h i s  time what you were t o l d ,  n o t  
what you d i d  on t h e  opera t ion ,  b u t  what you were t o l d  a t  F i r e  
Base Uptight  on 15 March, p r i o r  t o  t h e  combat a s s a u l t  on 16 
March. Now, I want t o  f i x  t h i s  d a t e  i n  your mind, because 
i t ' s  important  t h a t  we a r e  t a l k i n g  on t h e  same time re fe rence .  
This d a t e  is  b e s t  def ined  we found, by t h e  death of Lieutenant  
COCHRAN on t h e  16 th ,  and t h e  death of  MILUS on t h e  morning of 
t h e  19th.  

A.  About 0200  i n  t h e  morning. 

Q. - On t h a t  b a s i s  t h a t ' s  t h e  - combat a s s a u l t  w e  a r e  
t a l k i n g  about ,  and i f  y o u ' l l  pu t  yourse l f  back a t  Uptight now, 
probably on t h e  15 th ,  could have been the  morning of the  16 th ,  but 
I doubt i t - -probably on t h e  15th  you were t o l d  t h e r e  was 
going t o  be a combat a s s a u l t  t h e  next  day. Now do you remember 
anything about t h i s ?  I n s t r u c t i o n s  t h a t  you received? 

A. Well, t h a t  it was a search  and des t roy  mission 
and we had been o u t  t h e r e  be fo re .  I t  was going t o  be a j o i n t  
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e f f o r t ,  w e  a l l  have t o  p u l l  t o g e t h e r  and each i n d i v i d u a l  do 
h i s  job. 

Q - Did you know what C Company was going t o  do? A 
company? 

A. 3/1 I n f a n t r y ,  and 1/20 I n f a n t r y ?  

Q- Y e s .  

A. The o t h e r  companies of  t h e  t a s k  f o r c e .  I under-
s tood  w e  w e r e  a b locking  f o r c e  a long  w i t h  t h e  A/3/1, and C/1/20 
would be doing most of t h e  sweeping. W e  were supposed t o  be  
set  up on one s i d e  of t h e  r i v e r  and they  would be  sweeping t h e  
peninsu la .  

Q. Were you t o l d  t h i s  b e f o r e  you went i n ?- - .  

A. No, t h i s  was j u s t  what I--you know, t h i s  was r e a l -
l y  amazing, w e  never  r e a l l y  knew what e x a c t l y  was going t o  
happen once w e  g o t  o u t  t h e r e .  It  was a lmost  complete d i so r -
g a n i z a t i o n  once w e  h i t  t h e  ground, a l l  w e  knew i s  we moved o u t  
and we se t  up s e c u r i t y  r i g h t  away, b u t  w e  d i d n ' t  know--Sergeant 
MCCLOUD, he ,  h e  r e a l l y  d i d n ' t  know anyth ing  e i t h e r .  Tha t  was 
j u s t  t h e  impress ion  t h a t  I had. 

Q- This  i s  what I want t o  s e p a r a t e ,  I d o n ' t  want--the 
q u e s t i o n s  I ' m  a sk ing  you r i g h t  now i s  n o t  what you know a s  a 
. r e s u l t ,  b u t  what you knew b e f o r e  you went i n  t h e r e ?  

A. Before  I went i n  t h e r e ?  

Q Y e s .  T h a t ' s  what I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  g e t .  

A.  I knew b a s i c a l l y  we were supposed t o  be a b locking  
fo rce .  

Q .  You d i d  know t h a t ?  

A. Right ,  I d i d  know t h a t .  

Q- Were you b r i e f e d  by Se rgean t  MCCLOUD o r  t h e  squad 
leader? .  
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A. I c a n ' t  r e a l l y  remember whether we were. We 
t a l k e d  about it, t h a t ' s  a l l  I can remember, t h a t  it was, you 
know, t h e  whole p la toon was t o g e t h e r  and we t a l k e d  about it, 
I can1t r e a l l y  remember, t h a t  we l l .  

Q T h a t ' s  what .I want, I want what you remember now. 
Was t h e r e  anything d iscussed  about the  d e s t r u c t i o n  of v i l l a g e s ,  
and the  burning of hootches? 

A. Yes. We were-- i t  was supposed t o  be a search  and 
destroy mission,  and one of t h e  o rde r s  t h a t  I thought I heard ,  
o r  somebody. d i d  say ,  was t o  shoo t  anything t h a t  moves. 

Q. Any th ing?  

A. Yes, t h a t ' s  t h e  way I received t h e  o rde r .  I d i d n ' t  
understand it a t  t h e  time r e a l l y .  

Q .  Did you r e c e i v e  o rde r s  l i k e  t h i s  before?  

A. No, n o t  i n  t h a t  zone. J u s t  t h a t  we understood 
t h a t  Colonel BARKER was upse t  about t h e  men we had been 
los ing .  

Q. Now, I want t o  be s u r e  t h a t  t h i s  you understood 
before ,  t h a t  t h i s  i s n ' t  something you picked up l a t e r ,  t oo .  

A. No. This i s  one of t h e  th ings  t h a t  I remember 
was i n  my mind, when I f i r s t  heard of t h i s ,  you know. 

Q. A l l  r i g h t ,  and you r e l a t e d  Colonel BARKER'S name 
t o  t h i s ?  

A.  Yes, we a l l  had a g r e a t  dea l  of r e s p e c t  f o r  Colo-
n e l  BARKER, and t h a t  order--I d o n ' t  know r e a l l y  where it came 
from, b u t  i t ' s  j u s t  one of t h e  th ings  t h a t  r e a l l y  s tuck  i n  my 
mind. 

Q - How about t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  of food s tock?  

A - Yes, we k i l l e d  q u i t e  a few animals,  and t r i e d  to--

Q- ( In te rpos ing)  Were you t o l d  t o  do t h i s ?  

A. yes ,  we were. 
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Q- Did you ever  do it before?  

A. NO, w e  hadn ' t .  W e  may have on an opera t ion  j u s t  
previous t o  t h a t ,  we may have k i l l e d  a p i g  o r  chicken and put  
it down i n  a w e l l ,  des t roy  t h e  water  supply,  you know, contam-
i n a t e  it. W e  were l e d  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h i s  a r e a  w e  were going 
i n t o  was e i t h e r  a l l  VC o r  they were VCS, VC suppor te r s .  I 
thought t h e  a r e a  was supposed t o  be c l e a r e d ,  you know, l i k e  t h e  
people were supposed t o  have evacuated t h e  a rea .  W e  found out  
t h e r e  were many, many c i v i l i a n s  t h e r e .  

Q- Why d i d  you th ink  t h e  a r e a  w a s  c l ea red?  

A. That 's j u s t  what I heard 'by word of mouth, they 
had been f i r i n g  o r  something f o r  24  hours ,  the  j e t s  o r  some-
thing.  A r t i l l e r y  bar rages  had been going on. 

Q. Do you know t h e  s i z e  of t h e  enemy u n i t  t h a t  was 
supposed t o  be i n  t h e r e ?  

A. Was supposed t o  be t h e  l a r g e s t  one t h a t  we ever  
encountered. A s  t o  t h e  exac t  number I c o u l d n ' t  say.  

Q - Do. you know what t h e  p la toons  of B Company were 
supposed t o  do on landing? 

A. We w e r e  supposed t o  secure  t h e  a rea .  

Q - W a s  t h e r e  any s p e c i a l  assignment f o r  any of the  
platoons? 

A. ' w e l l ,  w e  moved up t o  t h e  r iver - -  

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  What you were t o l d ?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember be ing  t o l d  anything l i k e  t h a t .  

Q - Nothing s p e c i f i c ?  

A. A s  I s a i d  w e  were d isorganized;  t h a t ' s  a l l  I can 
say. 

Q m  W a s  t h e r e  any s p e c i a l  assignment t o  any of t h e  
squads i n  t h e  platoons? 
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A. Not immediately, n o t  un t i l - -

Q ( In terpos ing)  Not u n t i l  a f t e r  you g o t  t h e r e .  

A .  Then we moved ou t .  

Q e  D i d  you know which l i f t  you were going on be fo re  
you moved ou t?  

A. The second l i f t .  

Q. Was t h e  p la toon t o g e t h e r  on t h a t  l i f t ,  o r  w a s  it 
s p l i t ?  

A.  It was toge the r .  Yes, it was. 

Q Do you remember what o t h e r  p la toon was on t h a t  l i f t  
wi th  you? There w e r e  n ine  h e l i c o p t e r s  used t h a t  day. 

A - . There were n ine  h e l i c o p t e r s  used t h a t  day? 

Q Of course I 'm g e t t i n g  i n t o  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  r e a l l y ,  
b u t  do you r e c a l l  a t  t h e  t ime,  i f  you were t o l d  whether t h e r e  
would be anybody e l s e  on t h e  l i f t  wi th  you? You were t o l d  
t h e  day b e f o r e  t h a t  you would be on t h e  second l i f t ?  

A. The second l i f t .  

Q L e t t s  g e t  i n t o  t h e  opera t ion ,  f i r s t '  day of the 
opera t ion ,  which i s  t h e  16th.  I ' l l  ask you a few ques t ions ,  
and then I ' m  going t o  g ive  you a b r i e f i n g  on what we know. 
I t  w i l l  h e l p  b r i n g  th ings  back t o  you, and then  I ' m  going t o  
t e l l  you what I know from documents, I ' l l  ask you t o  f i l l  i n  
any information you may have about  it. You went i n  on t h e  
second l i f t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  who was wi th  you, I mean whether 
t h e r e  was another  p la toon invclved? 

A. I c a n ' t  remember whether t h e  CP came o r  n o t ,  o r  
e l s e  they came i n  on t h e  next  l i f t ,  bu t  i f  I remember cor-
r e c t l y  t h e  whole company could move ou t  i n  say two l i f t s ,  
two o r  t h r e e  l i f t s .  
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There were two l i f t s  on t h i s  day. 

There were two l i f t s ,  t h e  CO was wi th  us.  

Q Okay. 

A .  So then  t h a t  would have been t h e  CP and t h e  wea-
pons p la toon probably t h a t  came up on t h a t  l a s t  l i f t  with us.  

Q - I n  conjunct ion with t h a t ,  t h e s e  2 photographs, 
~ x h i b i tP-206, and Exhibi t  P-207 a r e  supposed t o  have been 
taken while  t h e  gunships were f i r i n g  on t h e  LZ. 

A .  Before we came i n ?  

Q. It wo'uld j u s t  about have t o  be ,  i f  i t ' s  t h e  LZ. 

A. Okay. 

Q. I s a i d  i f  i t ' s  t h e  LZ. Now t h e  reason I b r i n g
t h i s  up i s  because those  photographs were taken by t h e  company 
commander's RTO, who would more than  l i k e l y  have been with 
him, on h i s  sh ip .  This would i n d i c a t e  i f  it t i e s  i n  t h a t  t h i s  
is  t h e  f i r s t  l i f t ,  t h a t  t h e  company commander was on. The 
reason I b r i n g  t h i s  up i s  because I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  t h e  l i f t s  
def ined.  Now t h i s  could o r  could n o t  be t h e  landing  zone. I 
d o n ' t  know whether you can i d e n t i f y  it from t h e  a e r i a l  photo-
graph o r  not .  I t ' s  a graveyard as  you can see .  

(The wi tness  rece ived  and reviewed t h e  photographs.) 

A. W e l l ,  w e  d i d  come i n  t o  a graveyard s i t u a t i o n  
type LZ,  b u t  a s  I remember t h e r e  was a v i l l a g e  r i g h t  here  ( in -
d i c a t i n g )  , t h a t  w e  went i n t o  and up i n  t h i s  a r e a  he re ,  I d o n ' t  
see  any types  of bu i ld ings  a t  a l l .  

Q. You a r e  po in t ing  t o  t h e  nor th  of t h e  road running 
through t h e  c e n t e r  of t h e  photograph (Exh ib i t  P-207) . The 
approach was from south t o  nor th .  When your h e l i c o p t e r  s e t  
down your nose was fac ing  nor th ,  back toward Uptight.  

A.  Right ,  fac ing  nor th .  
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Q L e t ' s  s e e  now, you s t i l l  say you were i n  the ' se -
cond l i f t  and i n  which case I don ' t  imagine t h e  doorgunners 
were f i r i n g .  

A. When it s t a r t e d  o u t  t h e  LZ was supposed t o  be co ld  
and as  we were coming i n ,  somebody was saying h o t  and the  door-
gunners d id  f i r e .  

Q When you had t roops  on t h e  ground? They could have 
f i r e d ,  I ' m  n o t  saying  they d i d n ' t ,  b u t  i f  you r e c a l l  t h e  door-
gunners f i r i n g - -

( In te rpos ing)  So t h a t  meant that--

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  I j u s t  d o n ' t  t h ink  t h a t  i t ' s  l i k e l y  
t h a t  they would be f i r i n g  i f  you've g o t  t roops  down t h e r e .  
However they could be f i r i n g  f u r t h e r  back, now t h a t  same l i f t  
took t h e  f i r s t  l i f t  i n .  Could be t h a t  they were f i r i n g ,  I d o n ' t  
know. But do you remember i f  they were f i r i n g ?  They were? 

A. Yes. 

Now it was never r epor ted  t h a t  t h a t  was a h o t  LZ? 

Right. 

Q. It was co ld  on both l i f t s .  Do you remember any-
body hopping o f f  t h e  a i r c r a f t  f i r i n g ?  

A .  No, negat ive ,  when they s t a r t e d  t o  move o u t  t h e r e  
was some f i r i n g ,  1st Platoon because they were--

Q - ( In te rpos ing)  North, nor theas t?  

A. R'ight, they moved towards the--

Q. ( In terpos ing)  Sea? 

A. The sea. 

Q. There wasn ' t  f i r i n g  up t h e r e .  Was t h e r e  any f i r i n g  
over t o  the  west? 
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A. There seemed t o  be q u i t e  a b i t  of f i r i n g ,  a l l  
around us ,  we weren ' t  doing any, our  p la toon a t  t h e  t ime, un-
til we moved o u t  and we went over  t o  a v i l l a g e .  

(Colonel WILSON he ld  a per iod  of map o r i e n t a t i o n  
( ~ x h i b i tMAP-4) from 1040 hours ,  u n t i l  1045 hours .) 

Q On 16 March, a t  0815 t h e  f i r s t  l i f t  touched down, 
r i g h t  about t h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) ,  t h e r e ' s  P i n k v i l l e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) ,  
t h e r e ' s  t h e  b r idge ,  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  . A t  0827 t h e  second l i f t  
touched down. A t  0845 Lieutenant  COCHRAN t r i p p e d  t h a t  booby 
t r a p .  This i s  p r e t t y  c lose  t iming,  we ' r e  t a l k i n g  about 10 
t o  15 minutes,  from t h e  time t h e  l a s t  l i f t  touched down. We 
c a l c u l a t e  t h a t  h i s  p la toon would have had t o  have been moving 
by t h e  time t h a t  second l i f t  landed, t h e  2d Platoon. Do you 
r e c a l l  whether t h e  whole company was a t  t h e  landing  zone o r  
no t  when you a r r ived?  

A. Y e s .  

Q - W a s  anybody moving out?  

A. W e l l ,  we s e t  up along t h e  r i c e  paddy d ike  r i g h t  
here ,  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  our  3d Platoon.  I remember t h e  C P  was 
s t i l l  i n  between, l e t ' s  s e e  t h e  1st Platoon was moving to-
wards t h e  coas t ,  and t h e  3d Pla toon which was over  on t h i s  
s i d e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) ,  and w e  were only t h e r e  a very few minutes 
when Lieutenant  COCHRAN t r i p p e d  t h a t  booby t r a p .  

Q m  Was t h i s  booby t r a p  c l o s e  t o  t h e  landing  zone? 

A. Right a t  t h e  nor thern  edge, say .of t h e  landing  
zone. 

(Colonel WILSON h e l d  a pe r ioa  of map o r i e n t a t i o n  
on Exh ib i t s  MAP-4, P-185.) ' 

Q- On t h e  b a s i s  of using t h e s e  maps, do you b e l i e v e  
he was wounded south of 521? 

A. Y e s ,  I do, o r  r i g h t  on it, it seemed l i k e  t h a t  
was an open a r e a  over  there, ,  i n  between some bushes. 

Q b  And a t  t h a t  t i m e  t h e  3d Platoon p o s i t i o n  was on 
t h e  west s i d e  of t h e  cemetery? 
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A. Yes. 

Q. Now w a s  t h e  3d Platoon rece iv ing  any f i r e  out  
the re?  

A. Somebody had s a i d  t h a t  we were r ece iv ing  f i r e ,  
but  we d i d n ' t  know whether it was C h a r l i e  Company doing t h e  
f i r i n g  on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of us .  

Q. You s e e  Char l i e  Company, from your p o s i t i o n ,  was 
about 1200 t o  1400 meters.  It  was 0 845 when COCHRAN was k i l -
l e d  and t h e r e  were four  wounded wi th  him, now a t  0930, 45 min-
u tes  a f t e r  t h a t ,  t h e r e  was a second mine t h a t  went o f f  which 
wounded t h r e e  genera l ly  i n  t h a t  same v i c i n i t y .  

A. They were j u s t  wi th in  a few minutes of each o t h e r .  

Q - The l o g  says  45 minutes, b u t  it could have been 
c l o s e r  than t h a t .  They were s o  c l o s e  toge the r  i t ' s  no t  very 
l i k e l y  t h e r e  was very much time between them, now a t  t h a t  
time w e r e  you s t i l l  i n  p o s i t i o n  on t h e  west s i d e  of the  landing  
zone? 

A. Seems t o  me t h a t  my squad was moving towards a 
small  segment of t h e  l a r g e r  v i l l a g e ,  over h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) ,  
I th ink  i f  I remember c o r r e c t l y  we were about i n  t h e  middle 
of a r i c e  paddy when t h e  second one went o f f .  

Q You were i n  t h e  middle of a r i c e  paddy. South of 
the  road? 

A. South of t h e  road. 

Q. - Had you begun t o  form up and move ou t?  

A. We were moving. 

Q - You were moving? 

A. Y e s .  

Q. You w e r e  moving i n  which d i r e c t i o n ?  

A. I ' d  say it was nor thwester ly .  
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Q* A northwester ly d i r e c t i o n .  Were you moving inde- 
dendent of t h e  o t h e r  elements of t h e  company, o r  were you fo l -
lowing a u n i t ?  

A. W e  w e r e  independent. 


Q* Were you moving i n  column? 


A. No, w e  were moving in-- 


Q- ( In te rpos ing)  On l i n e ?  


A. On l i n e .  


Q- The whole p la toon was on l i n e ?  


A. I know my squad was on l i n e  and we were moving for -  
ward. The whole platoon was, you know, they were s e t  up t h i s  
way, and we had t h i s  one s i d e  of t h e  cemetery where we were. 

Q- So you moved off--  

A .  ( In te rpos ing)  Right. 

Q. J u s t  as you were i n  p o s i t i o n ?  

A .  Right ,  and p a r t  of t h e  p la toon was going towards 
another  s e c t i o n  of t h e  v i l l a g e  and we were going. 

Q. L e t ' s  t ake  a look a t  Exh ib i t  P - 2 0 7  f o r  a minute. 
I wonder i f  t h i s  road runs through t h e  center--or from the  
l e f t  lower corner  t o  t h e  c e n t e r  of t h e  photograph i s  r o u t e  521? 

A. You mean t o  say i n  t h i s  a r e a  over  he re ,  o r  even 
f a r t h e r  nor th?  

Q- The Exh ib i t  MAP-4 d o e s n ' t  show any road running 
through t h e  cemetery s o  I guess t h a t ' s  no t  it. 

A.  So then  t h i s  a e r i a l  photograph here  cou ldn ' t  have 
been t h e  a c t u a l  LZ, it d o e s n ' t  look l i k e  it t o  m e .  

Q- Does it look l i k e  a cemetery? 
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A. I t  does look l i k e  a cemetery, bu t  most of those 
cemeteries look b a s i c a l l y  t h e  same, the  s i z e  would be d i f f e r e n t .  

Q. A t  t h e  t ime t h i s  second group was wounded, a t  0930 
where t h r e e  were wounded, d i d  you s e e  them evacuated? 

A.  Not t h a t  I can r e c a l l .  We were working i n  t h e  
v i l l a g e  a t  t h e  time. I ' m  s u r e  we a l l  glanced t h a t  way when 
we saw t h e  v i l l a g e  wondering what t h e  type of c a s u a l t i e s  were, 
who it was. 

Q. The log  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h e  command and c o n t r o l  
s h i p  came i n  and evacuated them. I was t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  ou t  i f  
anybody s a w  Lieutenant  Colonel BARKER a t  t h a t  time? 

A. He was t h e r e ;  we a l l  knew t h a t .  

Q- I know, b u t  was he  on t h e  ground a t  t h a t  s p o t ,
d id  he t a l k  to--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  Captain MICHLES, he most f r equen t ly  
was on t h e  ground with Captain MICHLES on almost every opera-
t i o n  t h a t  we were ou t  on, s o  it could be e n t i r e l y  p o s s i b l e  
t h a t  he did.  

Q There was supposed t o  have been, when both of 
these  c a s u a l t i e s  groups were pu l l ed  out--about e i g h t  c a s u a l t i e s  
came from t h e  2d Platoon. There i s  some ques t ion  as  t o  whether 
the  2d Platoon was supposed t o  search  and c l e a r  o r  search ,  sweep 
through P i n k v i l l e ,  My Lai  (1). And a t  t h e  time t h a t  these  cas-
u a l t i e s  were r ece ived ,  t h e  o rde r s  were changed and they were 
t o l d  no t  t o  go i n  t h e r e .  There was some kind of swap around 
with t h e  3d Platoon. 

A. D idn ' t  t h e  2d Platoon move towards the  d i r e c t i o n  
of t h e  s e a ,  where t h e  1st Platoon was moving? 

Q Negative. 

A .  No? 

Q You moved i n t o  an a r e a ,  probably searched a couple
v i l l a g e s  and went i n t o  a n igh t  l a a g e r  p o s i t i o n .  Do you re-
c a l l  any Vietnamese i n t e r p r e t e r s  o r  any m i l i t a r y  i n t e l l i g e n c e  
personnel be ing  brought i n ?  
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A.  Y e s ,  I do. There was one o f f i c e r ,  a l i e u t e n a n t  
t h a t  moved w i t h  us f r equen t ly .  He'd come i n  a l o t  of opera-
t i o n s ,  a l o t  of  ope ra t ions  h e ' d  CA o u t  w i th  us .  I d o n ' t  re-
c a l l  whether I 'm r e c a l l i n g  "&is e x a c t l y  c o r r e c t l y  o r  not, be-
cause he was always,  I can 't remember h i s  name, b u t  we a l l  knew 
him, he was a n i c e  guy. 

Q- Lieu tenan t  JOHNSON? 

A.  Y e s ,  ~ i e u t e n a n tJOHNSON, and he usua l ly  had a  Viet-  
namese i n t e r p r e t e r  w i th  him. I remember an i n c i d e n t  on t h e  18 th  
where w e  had some p r i s o n e r s .  

Q. A l l  r i g h t  I want t o  come back t o  t h a t .  What about 
t h i s  day, d i d  you s e e  him i n  t h e r e  t h i s  day, 16 March? 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  him be ing  i n  on t h a t  day. 

0. Do you r e c a l l  when C Company l i n k e d  up wi th  B 
Company whether they brought i n  any p r i s o n e r s  o r  no t?  

A* No. 

Q - Do you r e c a l l  them coming i n  wi th  any ARVN person-
n e l ,  Na t iona l  Po l i ce?  

Q- Did you see t h i s  group of d e t a i n e e s ,  E x h i b i t  P-18? 

A. T h a t ' s  Cec i l .  

Q. C e c i l  who? 

A. HUFFMAN? 


Q- Y e s .  How about t h e  Vietnamese? 


A. Y e s ,  s ir ,  I do b e l i e v e  I saw them. 


Q- Where d i d  you s e e  them? 


A. I can '  t r e c a l l .  
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Q Did they come i n  wi th  C Company o r  d i d  B company 
pick them up? 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t  e i t h e r .  I knew we had p r i s -
oners through. 

Q - Does t h i s  look l i k e  a graveyard t o  you? 

A.  Those mounds do. 

Q. Do you recognize any of t h e  t e r r a i n  f e a t u r e s  t h e r e  
as being an a r e a  where--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  I might have moved through? 

Q Yes? 

A. I t  seems t o  me t h e  3d Platoon moved c l o s e r  t o  t h e  
water  during t h a t  f i r s t  day on t h a t  northwest s i d e .  I c a n ' t  
r e c a l l  t h e  a c t u a l  events  t h a t  took p lace .  

Q What's t h a t  back t h e r e ,  does t h a t  look l i k e  any-
t h i n g  back t h e r e  i n  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  s i d e  of t h e  p i c t u r e ,  t h e  
s i g h t  s i d e  of t h e  p i c t u r e ?  

A. I t  might be Uptight.  

This  p i c t u r e  i s  f a c i n g  s o r t  of nor th ,  i s n ' t  i t ?  

A. Yes. 

Q How about Exh ib i t  P-19? 

A. - No, c a n ' t  s ay ,  he  looks f a m i l i a r  though. 

Q. How about Exh ib i t  P-20? 

A. I can t e l l  you most of those guys. There 's  
Barry MARSHALL, t h e r e  's HONEYCUTT . 
Q HONEYCUTT ' i s  i n  t h e  cgnter  bending over .  

A .  Right,  and h e ' s  a r t i l l e r y  and h e ' s  a good f r i e n d  
of mine, he was i n  t h e  weapons platoon I know t h a t ,  and h i s  
name is--
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Q- ( In terpos ing)  HOUGHTON? 

A. HOUGHTON , r i g h t .  

Q HONEYCUTT was very involved,  he  was i n  t h e  CP a l l  
t h e  t ime,  he knew more than  I ' d  say most people,  he was t h e  
forward observer  for t he  a r t i l l e r y .  This  i s  Lieutenant  JOHNSON. 

Q m  Lieutenant  JOHNSON i n  t h e  background. 

A .  Right,  and t h i s  is  t h e  Vietnamese, he was dressed  
l i k e  one of us .  

Q And t h e  man on t h e  r i g h t  s i d e  of Exh ib i t  P-21 i s  
Sergeant MARSHALL? 

A .  That 's Lieutenant  JOHNSON, t h a t  Vietnamese boy, I 
don ' t  remember see ing .  I know we had, I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  on t h e  
18th when they  went out--

Q ( In te rpos ing)  Exh ib i t  P-22? 

A .  Lieutenant  JOHNSON s p e n t  most of  h i s  t ime with t h e  
CP and most of t h e s e  p r i soners  we d idn '  t s e e ,  unless  our  pla-
toon captured them and they were being i n t e r r o g a t e d  o r  some-
thing.  

Q. You d i d n ' t  s e e  t h i s ?  

A .  Not t h a t  I can r e c a l l ,  s ir .  

Q. Exhib i t  P-23? 

A. I ' v e  seen t h i s  p i c t u r e  be fo re ,  t h a t ' s  NERCER. 

Q The man on t h e  r i g h t  is MERCER? 

A .  Right ,  s ir .  

Q. Captain MICHLES i s  on t h e  l e f t .  Did you e v e r  s e e  
the  Vietnamese? 

A . .  They a l l  seem t o  look f a m i l i a r ,  b u t  I c a n ' t  r e a l l y  
r e c a l l  t he  e x a c t  t i m e  and p lace .  
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Q. Did you eve r  s e e  e i t h e r  of t h e  two Vietnamese s o l -
d i e r s  on t h e  l e f t  i n  hib bit P-66? 

A. I b e l i e v e  they  w e r e  w i th  us t h e  n i g h t  of  t h e  1 8 t h ,  
b u t  I ' m  no t  s u r e .  There was one o r  two of them t h a t  were t h e r e .  
This  i s  b e f o r e ,  t h a t  I know. There seems t o  be s o  many people  
around a t  t h e  t i m e  and were supposed t o  be working f o r  some 
ARVN's  t h a t  w e r e  someplace i n  t h e  a rea .  You're looking  f o r  
something conc re t e  I 'm s u r e .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  a t  t h e  n i g h t  l a a g e r ,  o r  when you 
went i n t o  p o s i t i o n  t h a t  evening i f . y o u  saw any i n t e r r o g a t i o n s  
going on? 

A. That f i r s t  n i g h t  on t h e  16th?  

Q. Y e s .  

A .  NO,  I ' m  s o r r y ,  s i r ,  I d o n ' t .  

Q. Did you hea r  anyth ing  about any i n t e r r o g a t i o n s ?  

A. W e  heard a l o t  about i n t e r r o g a t i o n s ,  b u t  i t s  j u s t  
hearsay ,  i t ' s  noth ing  t h a t  I could r e a l l y  pu t  any emphasis on. 

Q Y e s ,  b u t  what d i d  you hear?  

A .  Oh, j u s t  t h a t  they w e r e  being i n t e r r o g a t e d ,  t h e  
Vietnamese w e r e  t r e a t i n g  them roughly.  

Q- Did you h e a r  of any o f  them g e t t i n g  s h o t ?  

A. No. 

Q Did you hea r  of any of them g e t t i n g  t h e i r  f i n g e r s  
c u t  o f f ?  

A.  No. 

Q So, you ' r e  no t  t a l k i n g  about anyth ing  t h a t  s eve re?  

A. N O ,  no th ing  t h a t  s e v e r e ,  they were bea ten .  

Q. That 's  a s  much as  you heard? 
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A. That's as much as I hea rd ,  r i g h t .  

Q- We'll t a k e  atout a 5-minute recess. 

1970.) 
(The h e a r i n g  recessea a t  1107 hours ,  7 February 
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(The hear ing  reconvened a t  1 1 1 4  hours ,  7 February 
1970. ) 

COL WILSON: The hea r ing  w i l l  come t o  order .  

RCDR: A l l  persons 'present  when t h e  hea r ing  recessed  a r e  
again p resen t .  

Q - That n i g h t ,  d i d  anything unusual happen t h a t  you 
can r e c a l l ?  

A .  Not on t h e  n i g h t  of t h e , l 6 t h ,  t h a t  I can r e c a l l .  

Q. Was t h e r e  any f i r i n g  going on? 

A. I c a n ' t  even r e c a l l  t h a t .  

Q. You d o n ' t  remember any f i r i n g  occurr ing  i n s i d e  of 
the  l a a g e r  pos t ion?  

A. No. 

Q. Did National  P o l i c e  s t a y  out  t h e r e  t h a t  nigh,t ,  do 
you know? 

A. I have no i d e a ,  s ir .  

Q Did you s e e  those  p r i soners  i n  Exh ib i t  P-208, any-
time during t h e  day? 

A. I remember those sandbags very w e l l .  

Q. You mean t h e  covers? 

Y e s .A. 

Q. On t h e i r  heads? 

A. On t h e i r  heads,  yes .  Whether it w a s  t h i s  group 
of VC o r  n o t ,  I d o n ' t  know. 

Q. Do you recognize t h a t  area? 
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A. Y e s ,  I do. I t  looks l i k e  our  n igh t  l a a g e r ,  i f  I 
remember c o r r e c t l y .  I f  I could make out  who i s  i n  t h i s  p i c t u r e  
I ' d  know. No, I c a n ' t  s ake  it out .  

Q. Here 's  another  photograph, Exhib i t  P-209? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember any f i r e s .  

Q - Could have been another  l o c a t i o n .  The next  morn-
ing ,  t h e  17th  of March, be fo re  w e  g e t  t o  t h a t ,  d i d  you hear  
any f i r i n g  over  by 1st Platoon a r e a ,  down by t h e  b r idge ,  t h e  
day of t h e  16th?  

A. Y e s .  Y e s ,  s i r ,  q u i t e  a b i t  of f i r i n g .  

Q- Q u i t e  a b i t ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q - Did you hea r  explosions going o f f  over  t h e r e ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. I c a n ' t  d i s t i n g u i s n  exac t ly  what it was, 
b u t  we d i d  h e a r  q u i t e  a b i t  of t h e  explosions.  We f igured  
they found some 105 rounds o r  something, and they were d i s -
charging them, o r  e l s e ,  because what we were doing t h a t  day, 
we'd throw grenades i n  a l o t  of t h e s e  mounds, they look l i k e  
s o r t  of a bunker t h a t  t h e  Vietnamese men b u i l t .  

Q - Let  me ask you about t h a t .  What a r e  you t a l k i n g  
about,  are you t a l k i n g  about f r a g  grenades? 

A. Y e s ,  sir.  
. -

Q. And when you a r e  throwing t h e s e  grenades i n  t h e r e ,  
do you c l e a r  them f i r s t ?  

A. Pardon me? 

Q- D o  you c l e a r  t h e  bunker f i r s t ?  

A. Y e s ,  if t h e r e  was anyboay i n  them. 

Q How d i d  you do i t ?  

A. We used, what was t h e  word, it was a Vietnamese 
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word w e  used t o  t r y  t o  g e t  anybody t h a t  was i n  t h e r e  o u t .  A s  
f a r  a s  I remember t h e r e  w a s n ' t  anybody i n  them, you know, 
unless  they  w e r e  VC. 

Q. But they d i d  t e l l  them t o  come o u t ?  

A. Y e s ,  w e  d i d ,  s i r ,  I mean it wasn ' t  anyth ing  that 
was haphazard,  t h a t  w e  j u s t  r a n  up and threw grenades i n  
t h e r e  wi thout  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  f i r s t .  

Q. Do you remember t h e  t i m e  of day you heard  t h i s  
f i r i n g  ove r  t h e r e ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q e  I n  t h a t  1st Pla toon  a rea?  

A. I t  was jus-i a f t e r  t h e  combat a s s a u l t ,  maybe an 
hour ,  maybe i n  t h e  same pe r iod  of t i m e ,  you know, j u s t  a f t e r -
wards, because w e  g o t  r e p o r t s  l i k e ,  you know, w e  had s o  many 
k i l l s ,  and t h i s ,  you know. I c a n ' t  p l a c e  i n  my mind when 
TAYLOR l o s t  h i s  f o o t .  

Q- That was t h e  l . / t h .  

A. That  w a s  t h e  17th.  

Q. Back on t h e  16th, t h e  r e p o r t s  you a r e  t a l k i n g
about ,  how d i d  you g e t  word on t h i s ?  

A .  W e l l ,  Lar ry  was on t h e  r a d i o ,  and he was, you know, 
he was i n  t h e  3d P la toon ,  and I had j u s t  p rev ious ly  c a r r i e d  
t h e  r a d i o ,  this was my f i r s t  o p e r a t i o n  t h a t  I d i d n ' t  c a r r y  t h e  
r ad io .  

Q- Who's Larry? 

A. Larry  HATCH. 

Q. What happened? 

A .  And I j u s t ,  it was e i t h e r  by word of mouth o r  I 
t a l k e d  t o  Larry.  Larry and I w e r e  good f r i e n d s .  
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Q- Were you c lose  t o  him? 

A. Y e s ,  I was. 

Q- This da te?  

A. Pardon me? 

Q - This  da te?  

A. This day-- 

Q- ( In te rpos ing)  1 6  March? 

A. A t  f i r s t  we weren ' t .  My squad was down i n  another  
s e p a r a t e  v i l l a g e  a r e a  and they were up i n  a completely d i f -  
f e r e n t  a rea .  I d o n ' t  r e a l l y  r e c a l l ,  b u t  l a t e r  on i n  t h e  day 
w e  were t o g e t h e r ,  we were moving toge the r .  

Q - Do you remember how many k i l l s  were r epor ted  over 
the re?  

A. I t h i n k  it was 39 o r  something l i k e  t h a t .  The 
f i r s t  t h i n g  t h a t  came t o  my mind, t h a t  I always quest ioned 
w a s  whether they were c i v i l i a n  o r  whether they were VC, be-
cause I never r e a l l y  saw t o o  many VC t o  shoot  a t  whi le  I 
was t h e r e .  

Q b  
 Why d i d  you-- 

A. ( In terpos ing)  This  wasn 't a f t e rwards ,  no, r i g h t  
then,  because it j u s t  bothered me, bu t  you d i d n ' t  know, you 
were sca red ,  you know. 

Q. Well, t h e  way those r e p o r t s  came i n ,  a t  l e a s t  on 
t h e  Task Force Barker log ,  Exn ib i t  M-16, 1 2  were repor ted  a t  
0955, t h a t ' s  VC K I A ,  a t  1025, 18 were r epor ted ,  and a t  1 4 2 0 ,  
8 more r e p o r t e d ,  t h a t ' s  38. I f  you heard  f i g u r e s  as  high as 
39 you must have heard it t h a t  af ternoon? 

A. D e f i n i t e l y  d i d ,  it was probably r i g h t  a f t e r ,  w e l l  
i n  f a c t  I remember Lieutenant  WILLINGHAM w a s  on t h e  r a d i o  and 
I heard h i s  conversat ion.  There were two r a d i o s  and I c a n ' t  
remember who was ca r ry ing  t h e  o t h e r  r a d i o ,  t h a t  I d i d n ' t  have 
any longer .  
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Q. I understand t h a t  r a d i o  was s o r t  of weak, wasn ' t  
i t ?  

A.  Yes, it was. Thac's one of t h e  reasons I d i d n ' t  
r e a l l y  care.  t o  c a r r y  it. 

Q. Wasn't t h a t  r a d i o  p r e t t y  c lose  t o  t h e  p la toon ser-
geant? 

A. .Well, I guess D a r r e l l  HADAWAY was t h e  platoon s e r -
geant  t h a t  day. 

Q. Tha t ' s  probably why-- 

A .  ( In te rpos ing)  * Right,  and D a r r e l l  was my, he was 
with me t h a t  day. 6 

Q. Did you h e a r  any of these  communications coming 
back on t h e  16th? 

A. Oh, yes .  I w a s ,  w e l l  I had been on t h e  r ad io ,  and 
even be fo re  t h a t  I always l i k e d  t o  be involved,  I l i k e  t o  know 
what was going on. A l o t  of t h e  guys j u s t  s i t  around and n o t  
r e a l l y  c a r e  what was happening, and I had t o  know, j u s t  some-
thing--

Q- ( In te rpos ing)  You heard t h e  communication then? 

A. Y e s .  

a .  Did you h e a r  any b a t t a l i o n  n e t  communications? 

A. Well, s e e  t h a t ' s  what I 'm no t  r e a l l y  s u r e  o f ,  when 
I heard t h a t ,  you know, I mentioned t h a t  be fo re ,  you know a-
bout ,  " K i l l  anything t h a t  moves ,"  and it bo the r s  me t o  have t o  say 
t h a t ,  b u t  I remember it f o r  some reason. 

Q - Did you hea r  these  r e p o r t s  being submit ted by t h e  
1st Platoon t o  t h e  company commander about t h e s e  VC k i l l s ?  

A. Yes. 

Q. You d id?  

APP T-342 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

Yes. 

You heard them on t h a t  second r a d i o  then? 

A. Yes, sir ,  and I c a n ' t  remember about t h e  second 
radio .  I know it was weak when I gave i t  up and it wasn ' t  
r e a l l y  b a t t e r y  t r o u b l e ,  t h a t  w e  could understand. I heard it. 

Q Do you remember t h e  c a l l  s i g n  Coyote? 

Coyote?A. 

Q Y e s .  

A. Oh, t h e r e  were s o  many d i f f e r e n t  c a l l  s i g n s  t h a t  
were used on each d i f f e r e n t  opera t ion  and t h e  p l o t  t h a t  we 
used. 

Q- Dolphin? 

A .  Dolphin i s  f a m i l i a r ,  y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. What was Dolphin? Do you know? 

A. Pardon m e ?  

Q. Do you know what Dolphin was? 

A. Probably ba t t a l ion- -

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  Rawhide? 

A .  Rawhide, t h e  c a l l  s i g n s  d o n ' t  seem t o  be of any 
consequence, you know, you ' re  l i s t e n i n g  t o  what they s a i d ,  not--

& . ( In te rpos ing)  You heard t h e s e  r e p o r t s  coming back 
on c a s u a l t i e s ,  t hen  you could have heard those  r e p o r t s  t h a t  
morning? 

A.  I t  w a s  r i g h t  a f t e r ,  you know, when Lieutenant  
WILLINGHAM came on t h e  r a d i o ,  t h a t ' s  when I heard it, t h e  es-
t imated f i g u r e s .  

Q- H e  usual ly  d i d  h i s  own communications? 
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A. Pardon me? 

Q He t r a n s m i t t e d  h imsel f?  

A. . Y e s ,  he d i d ;  

Q *  Would you recognize h i s  voice? 

A. Yes, I would recognize it, anytime. 

Q. And he s e n t  t h e s e  f i g u r e s  back. Do you r e c a l l  
t h a t  morning, a r eques t  f o r  mortar f i r e ?  The morning of t h e  
16t h ?  

A. I c a n ' t ,  I had a f e e l i n g  t h e r e  was a r t i l l e r y  o r  
something coming from Uptight.  I d o n ' t  know t h e  guns t h a t  
were up there--whether they were f i r i n g  o r  no t ,  b u t  I had a 
f e e l i n g  they were. 

Q - I 'm n o t  t a l k i n g  about t h e  combat a s s a u l t .  

A. NO,  I mean l a t e r  on during t h e  day. 

Q Y e s ,  over t h e  b r idge ,  over t h e r e  where t h e  1st 
Platoon w a s .  Do you rememk3er.a r eques t  f o r  mortar f i r e ?  

A. No, I d o n ' t  sir.  

Q Do you r e c a l l '  a r eques t  f o r  gunships? 

A. Y e s ,  dur ing  t h e  day--' 

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  That morning? 

A. Y e s ,  when we f i r s t  came i n  they were wi th  us ,  and 
then  they l e f t  t h e  a rea .  They went over t o  where Char l i e  Com-
pany was, o r  Alpha Company was, b u t  they came back on s e v e r a l  
occasions,  and they  were over i n  t h a t  1st  Platoon a rea .  W e  
d i d n ' t  use t h e  Sharks a t  a l l ,  gunships. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  when you came i n  f o r  a  landing that 
morning, having t o  make a go-around? 

A. A c i r c l e ,  c i r c l i n g  once? 
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Q- A 360-degree c i r c l e ?  

A. I d o n ' t  remerber,  sir.  

Q- Do you r e c a l l  any o t h e r  communications t h a t  morn-
ing? Morning of t h e  16th?  O r  t h e  af te rnoon of t h e  16th? 

A. W e l l ,  t h e  evacuat ions.  

Q Do you r e c a l l ,  I th ink  I mentioned it e a r l i e r ,  
that t h e  C&C s h i p  picked up any of those  c a s u a l t i e s ?  

A. No, I c a n ' t ,  a s  I s a i d ,  it was poss ib le .  

Q* That was on t h e  b a t t a l i o n  n e t  communication. 

A. Right ,  you s e e  t h a t ' s  why we were on company f req .  

Q- On t h e  17 th ,  t h e  company moved on down toward 521, 
down towards t h e  br idge .  I d o n ' t  know, we b e l i e v e  the  3d 
Platoon w a s  leading ,  followed by the--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  This i s  Char l i e  Company you a r e  
t a l k i n g  about? 

Q No, I ' m  t a l k i n g  about Bravo. 

A. I missed t h e  f i r s t  p a r t .  

Q. 17 March, e a r l y  morning 1 7  March, C Company and 
B Company broke, B Company moved down 521 back towards t h e  
sea .  

A. Yes, we went thz.ough t h a t  v i l l a g e  t h a t  day. 

Q- You went through t h e  v i l l a g e ,  P i n k v i l l e ?  

A. We went through t h e  P i n k v i l l e  a r e a  and we--

Q *  ( In te rpos ing)  I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  o u t  whether t h e  
3d Platoon l e d  t h e  column or whether it was t h e  2d Platoon? 

A. Seems t o  m e  t h a t  w e  were ahead of t h e  2d Platoon, 
but--
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Q. ( In terpos ing)  I f e e l  reasonably s u r e  t h i s  is  t h e  
way it was. 

A .' Pardon me? 

Q - I f e e l  reasonably s u r e  t h i s  i s  the  way it was, b u t  
I ' m  n o t  p o s i t i v e .  

A.  The 3d Platoon moved o u t ,  I wasn ' t  on the  p o i n t  
t h a t  day, I th ink  it was HARLOW'S squad t h a t  was on p o i n t .  

Q - Whose? 

A. HARLOW, Sergeant  HARLOW. 

Q - You would have been t h e  second squad then? 

A. Yes. 

Q A s  you moved down towards t h e  b r idge ,  you moved 
through t h a t  v i l l a g e .  You were moving on t h a t  t r a i l  ou t  
t h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  I assume and t h e r e  were hedgerows on 
each s i d e  of it and hootches? Was t h e r e  any f i r i n g  going on? 

A.  I f i r e d ,  I w a s  t h e  f i r s t  one t o  f i r e  I t h i n k  on 
t h a t .  

Q - F i red  a t  what? 

A. I f i r e d  a t  some people t h a t  were running. 

Q • Where? 

A. - I f  I remember c o r r e c t l y  it was south ,  and a r e a  
south.  

Q - I n  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Pardon me? 

Q I n  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Yes, we were. Well it seems t h a t  we had s p l i t  
somehow and we were i n  f r o n t ,  when we were i n  t h e  a r e a  of t h e  
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v i l l a g e .  I remember f i r i n g  a t  a group t h a t  was running and 
they w e r e - - I  'd say  maybe 200 meters away. 

Did you t r y  t o  s t o p  them? 

A. Y e s ,  they were 200 meters away, they  went ou t  of 
s i g h t ,  w e  d i d n ' t  know where they went and w e  j u s t  cont inued 
down t h e  t r a i l .  

Q- But, they w e r e  back over  which s i d e ,  t h e  south o r  
nor th?  

A. I t  seemed south t o  m e .  

Q. Was t h i s  a f t e r  you g o t  i n t o  t h e  a r e a  of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  
or  b e f o r e  you g o t  t h e r e ?  

A. A f t e r  w e  g o t  i n t o  t h e  a r e a  of t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q. I t  seems t o  me l i k e  your  v i s i o n  would be blocked 
t o  some e x t e n t  by-- 

A. ( In t e rpos ing)  I t  was by . t he  shrubbery,  l i k e  a l l  I 
saw was two o r  t h r e e  f a c e s  down t h e r e .  

Did you h o l l e r  f o r  them t o  s t o p  o r  anything? 

A. Y e s ,  y e s ,  "Dung Lai"  and-- 

a. ( In t e rpos ing)  They k e p t  running? 

A. They j u s t  kep t  runnlng,  s o  t h a t ' s  what w e  w e r e  to ld--
anything t h a t ' s  moving, running--cause t h e r e  s h o u l d n ' t  be any 
reason f o r  them t o  run from us. Unless ,  w e l l  I s h o u l d n ' t  ph i lo -  
sophize , ' because I know what happened. 

Q. This  f i r i n g  occurred ,  and t h i s  was t h e  f i r s t  f i r i n g  
t h a t  happened t h a t  morning? 

A. That I can remember i n  our  p l a toon ,  around us t h e r e  
may have been f i r i n g .  

Q. Was t h e r e  any enemy f i r e  a f t e r  t h a t ?  

A. Snipe r  f i r e  i s  a l l  I could say.  
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Q =  8 Do you remember s n i p e r  f i r e ?  

A. Not r e a l l y ,  j u s t  t e l l  you what I heard t h a t  day. 
hat t h e r e  could have been some, b u t  then a l o t  of times you 

a r e  no t  s u r e  whether 'ik was somebody i n  another  company o r  
something, you know, because we've been pinned down before  by 
o t h e r  companies. 

Q A s  you desc r ibe  t o  me i n  r e f e r r i n g  t o  Exhib i t  
MAP-4, be fo re  you h i t  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  which would have been r i g h t  
i n  t h i s  a r e a  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  you were f i r i n g  down toward t h e  cem-
e t e r y ?  

A. Now, I understand. We must have been moving i n  
t h i s  direction through t h e  v i l l a g e ,  b u t  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  which--

Q - ( In te rpos ing)  Well, t h e  v i l l a g e  was on both  s i d e s  
of t h i s  t r a i l ,  it goes on both s i d e s  of t h i s  t r a i l ,  y o u ' l l  see 
it on t h e  photograph. 

A. Oh, okay. 

Q e  But, you would have been f i r i n g ,  i f  you, t h e r e  
was a pagoda, o r  a t  one time t h e r e  was a pagoda h e r e  ( indica-
t i n g ) .  You could have been f i r i n g  down t h e r e  i n t o  t h i s  ' p a r t  
of t h e  v i l l a g e .  On Exh ib i t  P-185 you s e e  the  v i l l a g e ,  it ex-
tends over on t h e  road coming I n  l i k e  t h i s  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  You 
could have been f i r i n g  down i n t o  t h i s  a r e a ,  you probably could 
have been f i r i n g  r i g h t  down i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  here? This is  be-
f o r e  you came t o  t h e  br idge?  

A. Yes, i t  was t h i c k  through t h a t  a rea .  

Q. - Yes. Now was t h e r e  any f i r e  t h a t  was coming from 
t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  a t  t h e  time t h a t  you f i r e d ?  

A. A s  I r e c a l l  p a r t  of our  element was on t h e  o t h e r  
s i d e ,  I can ' t - - there  was f i r i n g  though on the  o t h e r  s i d e .  

Q. What about t h e  explosion and mine t h a t  go t  TAYLOR? 
Was t h i s  be fo re  o r  a f t e r ?  

A. This was before .  
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Q Before  TAYLOR h i t  t h e  mine? 

A. Y e s .  

Q- Did you n o t i c e  a couple  of  EOD pe r sonne l  moving
forward? 

A. Y e s .  

Q* Was it b e f o r e  o r  a f t e r ?  

A. That  was a f t e r ,  and it wasn ' t - -you ' re  t a l k i n g  about  
t h e  people ,  men t h a t  t r a v e l l e d  w i t h  us t h a t  w e r e  EOD s p e c i a l -
i s t s ?  

Q. Y e s .  

A. Because they w e r e  w i t h  us .  

.Q That 's r i g h t .  

A. I remember t h i s  very  c l e a r l y .  They moved by u s ,  
no I c a n ' t  r e a l l y  remember t h a t .  A l l  I know i s  I saw them and 
they were e i t h e r  going t o  blow something up o r  something l i k e  
t h a t .  

Q- They movea through t h e  p l a toon?  

A. What I remember i s  a f r i e n d  of mine who had a mine 
d e t e c t o r ,  Mike SMITH, he moved by us a l s o .  H e  was from t h e  
26 PLatoon, t h a t ' s  r e a l l y  confus ing  t h e  i s s u e .  

Q- So they  were behind you? 

A. Y e s .  

Q. And he moved forward,  was he  moving w i t h  t h e  EOD 
men? 

A. I can1t r e c a l l .  

Q. A l l  r i g h t ,  b u t  t h e s e  people ,  d i d  t h i s  group move 
forward b e f o r e  TAYLOR h i t  t h e  mine? 
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A. No. 

Q. TAYLOR had a l ready h i t  t h e  mine? 

A. When they w e r e  moving. 

How d i d  t h i s  t i e  i n  wi th  your f i r i n g ?  

A. Pardon me? 

Q How does t h i s  a l l ,  t h e  sequence t i e  i n  wi th  your
f i r i n g ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know. 

Q- L e t ' s  s t a r t  over  again? 

A. Okay, I ' m  wi th  you. 

Q The p la toon moved o u t ,  moved down the  road, what 
happened f i r s t ?  There ' s  t h r e e  th ings  t h a t  w e ' r e  t a l k i n g  
about;  one, 1s your f i r i n g ;  two i s  TAYLOR'S be ing  wounded; 
three is  t h e  EOD people,  and t h e  mine sweeper. 

A .  I f  I remember c o r r e c t l y  I f l r e d  f i r s t ,  and then 
it w a s  TAYLOR, and then  it was t h e  EOD, b u t  whether t h i s  is  
r i g h t ,  I can't r e a l l y  r e c a l l ,  

Q You may be i n £luenced by l o g i c  h e r e ,  because t h e  
f a c t  t h a t  you wouldn ' t  t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  EOD men came up b e f o r e  
TAYLOR was wounded. 

A. TAYLOR w a s  1st Platoon,  

Q • Tha t ' s  r i g h t .  

A.  And- -
Q - ( In terpos ing)  You s e e  TAYLOR could have c a l l e d ,  
o r  t h e r e  could have been a c a l l  back for EOD personnel  inde-
pendent of what was happening on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of the  r i v e r .  

A. Right. He was j u s t  on the  o t h e r  s i d e ,  r i g h t  a t  
t h e  end of t h e  b r idge  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  
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Q- W e l l ,  how long d i d  you s t o p  a f t e r ,  I b e l i e v e  you 
said you h a l t e d ?  

A. 	 We h a l t e d ,  yes ,  we stopped. 

Q* And you were i n  t h e  second squad, the  squad i n  
f r o n t  of you, d i d  it h a l t  t h e r e ,  too? 

A. 	 Y e s .  

Along t h e  s i d e  of t h e  roaa? 

A.  	 I t h i n k  we were up c lose  t o  t h e  b r idge ,  I remem-
b e r  be ing  r i g h t  on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of it, r i g h t  c lose  t o  the  
br idge .  And t h a t ' s  when Mike SMITH came by with t h a t  mine 
d e t e c t o r ,  and he was dropping t i s s u e  paper a l l  over t h e  p lace ,  
wherever he thought t h e r e  was something. Mike SMITH was 
k i l l e d  on A p r i l  29 .  

Q - 	 Oh, w a s  he KIA? 

A .  	 Y e s .  

Q. And he was t h e  one t h a t  marked t h e  mines on t h e  
w e s t  s i d e  of the .  r i v e r ?  

A.  	 Y e s .  

Q. 	 And you saw him marking those mines? 

A. D e f i n i t e l y .  

a - What were t h e  EOD people doing? 

A. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l .  We a l l  knew they  were t h e r e ,  

and they  had a s p e c i a l  assignment they w e r e  supposed t o  do-- 

we blew up a l o t  of tunne l s  and they would t ake  c a r e  of any 

rounds t h a t  we found. 


Q .. What was happening across  t h e  r i v e r  when SMITH was 

marking t h e s e  mines? 


A. I th ink  they were c l e a r i n g  t h a t  a rea  over  the re .  

There was j u s t ,  t h a t ' s  where we laagered  t h a t  n i g h t  on t h e  17 th ,  

our  3d Platoon,  j u s t  on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e .  
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Q Yes, but  you ' re  g e t t i n g  ahead of us. 

A .  A l l  r i g h t ,  I ' m  s o r r y .  

Q What happened on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  r i v e r  a t  
t h e  time SMITH was markhg  t h e s e  mines? Was t h e r e  any f i r i n g  
going on over  t h e r e ?  

A. Yes t h e r e  was, because we were pinned down, t h a t ' s  
when t h e  Sharks came i n .  

Q The gunships d i d  come i n  t h e r e .  

A .  And they f i r e d  q u i t e  a b i t ,  they were r i g h t  over  
t h e  t o p  of u s ,  when they s t a r t e d  f i r i n g .  

Q - How many runs d i d  they mdke? 

A. I don' t know two o r  t h r e e ,  maybe four .  

Q How many gunships? 

A. Two. 

Q What do you mean you were pinned down, you w e r e  
on t h e  west s i d e  of t h e  r i v e r ?  

A. We were on t h a t  s i d e  of t h e  r i v e r ,  r i g h t ,  I c a n ' t  
remember when t h a t  f i r i n g  a c t u a l l y  occurred,  b u t  when we g o t  
on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  it was q u i e t ,  s o  it had t o  be before  our  
3d Platoon got  on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e .  Something t e l l s  me I f i r e d  
a magazine then ,  on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  b r idge ,  b u t  I c a n ' t  
remember how o r  why. We were r ece iv ing  f i r e  from some 
unknown a r e a  over  t h c r e  and I guess t h e  1st Platoon w a s  f i r i n g  
with them, and they were pinned down as  f a r  as I knew. 

Q Y o u  t h i n k  t h e  3d Platoon was f i r i n g ?  

A.  No, we weren ' t  f i r i n g  from t h a t  s i d e  o f  the--

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  Okay. That I s  what I was t r y i n g  t o  
f i n d  o u t ,  i f  you f i r e d  from t h e  west bank of t h e  r i v e r .  
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No. 

Q .  Nobody was f i r i n g ?  

A. Nobody was f i r i n g .  A l l  1st Platoon,  we had no 
idea  where t h e  f i r i n g  was coming from. 

Q. How long d id  you ho ld  up t h e r e  be fo re  you crossed 
the  r i v e r ?  

A. I ' d  say  a good 30 minutes. 

Q- Then you proceeded on ac ross  t h e  r i v e r ,  you go t  on 
*e o t h e r  s i d e ,  had TAYLOR been evacuated by t h a t  t ime, o r  was 
he s t i l l  t h e r e ?  

A. He was evacuated, he was gone, because I never 
s a w  him. 

Q- Did you t a l k  t o  any of t h e  1st Platoon men? 

A. 1st pla toon,  I d idn '  t ,know too  many of the, men 
i n  t h e  1st Platoon. 

Q. Okay. Were t h e r e  any bodies  over  t h e r e  when you 
got  over t h e r e ?  Did you s e e  any bodies? 

A. No. 

Q. Did you s e e  any bodies  during t h e  whole opera t ion?  

A. Did I? 

Q. Y e s .  

A. Yes. 


Q =  Where? 


A* .  I n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  


Q. Which v i l l a g e ?  
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A. My Lai .  I c a n ' t  even t e l l  you where. 

Q. You mean P i n k v i l l e ?  

Q I  Before you go t  on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  r i v e r ?  
p i n k v i l l e  is  on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e .  

A. I know where it is .  I remember see ing  some bodies ,  
but I c a n ' t  remember where. 

Q What. day? 

A. DO you know--okay, what day, must have been the 
17th ,  t h a t  same day. 

Q .  Afte r  you crossed t h e  br idge?  

A. I t  had t o  be be fo re  t h a t ,  because I d o n ' t  remember 
anybody being k i l l e d  then.  

Q. Maybe it w i l l  come back t o  you. You s t a r t e d  t o  
say something. 

A .  Yes. I t  was j u s t  a l o t  of people say ,  they had 
seen remains. I c o u l d n ' t  say t h a t  I had seen any people a t  
a l l ,  t h a t  I had even not iced  except  for--I  thought I saw some 
t h a t  day and it may have been caused from the  j e t s  t h a t  were 
i n  t h e r e ,  somebody s a i d  something t o  t h a t  e f f e c t .  

Q - Who s a i d  t h a t  they saw bodies over  t h e r e ?  

A. - Well, they were t a l k i n g  about it, t h a t  they had 
seen it. 

Q. Who? 

A. Okay. I d o n ' t  remember when it was e x a c t l y ,  i f  it 
was t h e  16th o r  t h e  1 7 t h ,  b u t  we passed by Char l i e  Company. 

Q. Oh, C Company? 
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A. Y e s .  

Q - You're t a l k i n g  about C Company, t h a t  b a s  t h e  16th.  

A. Tha t  was t h e  16 th ,  w e  l aage red  wi th  them t h a t  n i g h t .  

That 's r i g h t .  

A. Okay. I remember t a l k i n g  t o  a few of t h e i r  men, you 
know. 

Q- Y e s .  

A. And it was s o r t  of l i k e ,  you know, they  were bragging 
about how many k i l l s  they had,  you know. Like w e  say we had 39 
k i l l s ,  and they  d i d n ' t  r e a l l y  say  how many, t h e y ' d  j u s t  say a 
l o t ,  you know. 

Q. W e l l  t hen  t h e r e  was a comparison t h a t  evening? 

A. Y e s ,  and t h i s  was l a t e  i n  t h e  a f te rnoon.  

Q. Do you remember who you w e r e  t a l k i n g  t o ?  

A. I t  w a s  t h i s  Spanish f e l low,  I c a n ' t  remember t h e  
name. 

Q TORRES? 

A. Pardon me? 

Q TORRES? 

A. Sounds f a m i l i a r .  
I 

Q. Machinegunner, M-60? W e l l ,  what d i d  he say? 

A. H e  j u s t  s a i d  t h a t  they had a l o t  of k i l l s ,  and I 
asked him, because t h e  q u e s t i o n  was on my mind, you know, how 
many of them weke VC. 

Q- What d i d  he say?  
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A. H e  j u s t  d i d n ' t  r e a l l y  answer me. He j u s t  t a l k e d  
around everyth ing ,  I d o n ' t  know. 

Q A l l  r i g h t ,  l e t s  go back t o  t h e  17th .  When you 
go t  across  t h e  br idge  over  t h e r e ,  d i d  you s e e  any bodies  over  
ac ross  t h e  br idge?  You s tayed over  t h e r e  a l l  day. 

A. Y e s .  No, we d i d n l t .  

Q NOW d i d  you s e e  any f r e s h  graves over  t h e r e ?  

A. I may have, b u t  I c o u l d n ' t  say f o r  s u r e  whether I 
d id .  

Q A s  we understand it t h e  2d and 1st Platoons s t a r t e d  
moving o f f  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  you a l l  got  over  t h e r e ,  and t h e  mortar 
p la toon s tayed t h e r e  with t h e  3d Platoon. 

A.  With t h e  3d Platoon. 

Q And you a l l  s e t  up a blocking p o s i t i o n ?  

A.  Y e s .  

Q Was t h e r e  any searching  going on then  o r  had it 
stopped? 

A. J u s t  i n  t h a t  immediate a r e a ,  b u t  we d i d n ' t  r e a l l y  
know then  t h a t  we were going t o  l aager  t h e r e  t h a t  n igh t .  When 
w e  went through t h e r e  wasn ' t  very much, it w a s  very i n s i g n i f i c a n t .  

Q You were l e f t  t h e r e  and we understand t h a t  a t  some 
time during t h e  day t h e  mortar  platoon d i sp laced  south  t o  t h e  
company. 

A .  To t h e  company. 

Q Do you remember what time t h a t  was? 

A. I t  was l a t e r  i n  t h e  af te rnoon,  maybe 1500. 

Q About 1500? 
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A =  About 1500. 

Q* Any h e l i c o p t e r s  come i n  t h e r e  t h a t  day? 

A. Y e s ,  they d i e .  I be l i eve  water  was brought  i n  t o  
s and I d o n ' t  know whether they  made it wi th  t h e  hot--they 
d i d n ' t  make it with t h e  hot  meal t h a t  n i g h t ,  it w a s  t o o  l a t e ,  
the  h e l i c o p t e r s  went back. 

Q Lieutenant  LEWIS come i n  t h a t  day? 

A. Lieutenant  LEWIS a s  far  as  I know didn '  t j o i n  us 
u n t i l  a f t e r  t h i s  opera t ion ,  now I may be wrong, he may have 
come i n ,  because Lieutenant  MUNDY came i n .  

Q- That ' s r i g h t .  

A. And Lieutenant  COCHRAN, you know t h a t ,  and Captain 
MICHLES he s t ayed  t h e r e  overnight ,  and Captain MICHLES s e n t  
him back. 

Did you s e e  Lieutenant  MUNDY come i n ?  

A.  No. 

Q. Didn ' t  s e e  h i s  chopper? 

A. Well , I saw t h e  chopper he was on,  somebody, I 
heard over t h e  r a d i o  t h a t  Lieutenant  MUNDY--

Q ( In terpos ing)  What about a photographer t h a t  came 
i n  too? 

A. Pardon me? 

Q A photographer,  d id  you hear  about a photographer 
o r  s e e  a photographer? 

A. No, I d i d n ' t .  

Q. The S t a r s  and S t r i p e s ?  

A. Maybe I d i d ,  you know--
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Q ( .Interposingl Sof t  h a t ,  b a s e b a l l  cap? 

A. Baseball  cap,  but  I d i d n ' t  s e e  him then ,  it may 
have been t h e  next  day o r  something, I d o n ' t  even remember. 

Q See any i n t e r p r e t e r s  o r  i n t e r r o g a t o r s ?  

A.  Not t h a t  day, n o t  t h a t  n i g h t  e i t h e r .  

Q Anything unusual occur  t h a t  day? 

A.  We found some r i c e .  A woman's body, we found a 
woman's body on top  of t h a t  h i l l  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  . 
Q With a ho le  i n  t h e  neck? 

A. Right.  

Q = Who found i t ?  

A .  One of t h e  o t h e r  men. I bur ied  h e r ,  I guess.  

Q- Was t h e  grave p a r t i a l l y  dug? Did you d i g  a new 
grave? 

A. Pardon me? 

Q. Did you d i g  a new grave? 

A. I c a n ' t  r e a l l y  remember. 

Q. How long had she  been dead? 

A. It  seemed l i k e  q u i t e  a whi le ,  because she  had 
s t a r t e d  t o  decompose. 

Q How long do you es t imate?  

A. Eight  t o  t e n  hours ,  maybe twelve hours ,  maybe more. 
I was a funera l  d i r e c t o r  before  I came i n t o  t h e  service, 

Q. I see.  

A .  Tha t ' s  why when I was up there--I  s o r t  o f ,  you 
know, nobody wanted t o  touch h e r ,  you know. 
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Q Y e s .  

A. And somebody had t o  do it, b u t  I d o n ' t  remember 
about t h e  h o l e  t h a t  you are t a l k i n g  about .  

Q- The t h i n g  I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  o u t  r e a l l y  i s  whether 
she  w a s  t aken  up t h e r e  o r  whether she was k i l l e d  up t h e r e .  

A. You know somebody had mentioned t h a t  it looked l i k e  
she  had been dragged, she  had been moved and from th is - -  
ab ras ions  o r  something on h e r  body, t h a t  would show us t h a t  i t  
could have happened t h a t  way, t h a t  she  had been dragged, marks 
on t h e  ground, I c a n ' t  remember. 

Q. What type  of wound d i d  she  have? 

A. I t  was l i k e  an M-16 probably.  I c a n ' t  r e a l l y  p l a c e  
it, o r  else it could have been a p i e c e  of  sh rapne l .  

Q - Were t h e r e  any o t h e r  graves  up t h e r e ?  Did it look 
l i k e  s h e  had been moved t o  a b u r i a l  ground o r  something? 

A. I t  w a s  h igh  ground between t h e  ocean and t h e  r i v e r .  

Q. I f  anybody had moved h e r  up t h e r e  t o  bury h e r ,  
what would have been t h e  reason? 

Maybe to--I  don' t know. 

How o l d  a woman do you t h i n k  she  was? 

35, maybe, 4 0 ,  maybe even younger. 

You say  she  a l r eady  began t o  decompose? 

A .  Yes, she  had. 

Q m  Ful ly  c lo thed?  

A .  Y e s ,  I b e l i e v e  h e r  c l o t h i n g  was t o r n  i n  c e r t a i n  
p l a c e s ,  b u t  no th ing  t h a t  would sugges t  anything.  

Q. Did you, s i n c e  you happen t o  be  i n  t h a t  bus iness ,  
d i d  you o r  would you have n o t i c e d  i f  you had seen  new graves  
around, o r  anyth ing  l i k e  t h a t ?  
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A. Yes, I d i d ,  b u t  then  it d i d n ' t  seem--


Q - ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )  I mean do you r e c a l l  any new graves? 


A. We a l l  were aware of t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  Vietnamese 
bury t h e i r  dead, you know, they d i d  almost immediately. 

Q - W e l l ,  we've g o t  38 VC K I A  r epor ted  the day be fo re ,  
and I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  f i g u r e  ou t  what happened t o  t h e  bodies? 

And it was i n  t h i s  a r e a  t h a t  they w e r e  k i l l e d ?  

That 's r i g h t .  

A. his I r e a l l y  d i d n ' t  know. 

Q - They were r i g h t  t h e r e  i n  t h a t  a rea  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) ,
w e l l  r i g h t  t h e r e  i n  t h a t  proximity,  down i n  t h a t  l i t t l e  
v i l l a g e  t o  t h e  south.  So you d o n ' t  r e c a l l  s ee ing  any evidence 
of bodies ,  and evidence of t h e  r epor ted  c a s u a l t i e s ?  

A. Not i n  the  a r e a  we were in .  

Q. Reported k i l l s ,  a l l  r i g h t  the--nothing e l s e  i n  
p a r t i c u l a r  on t h e  sequence of t h a t  morning, of course.  Here 
is the  t iming which we d i d n ' t  go over.  0810 t h e  booby t r a p  
was t r i p p e d ,  and 0840 it was repor ted  t h a t  s n i p e r  f i r e  w a s  
received.  

A ,  Then t h e  gunships came i n .  

Q - Then t h e  gunships came i n ,  which wasn ' t  repor ted .  
1000 down south ,  about halfway down t h e  peninsula  t h e r e  was 
repor ted  t h a t  s i x  booby t r a p s  were destroyed. 

A .  That would account f o r  t h e  explosions.  

Q - Not n e c e s s a r i l y ,  those  explosions could have been 
coming o f f  a l l  t h e  way down t h e r e ,  you had those EOD men. 

A. That 's r i g h t .  

Q. A t  1320 t h e  2d Platoon engaged two VC and k i l l e d  
one, t h a t  w a s  repor ted .  Now when they moved south apparent ly 
t h e r e  w a s  a l o t  of burning going on and they were des t roying  
bunkers. 
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A. Yes, w e  d i d  q u i t e  a l o t  of t h a t  i n  those  few days.  
The l a s t  day we d idn lt do anything, w e  j u s t  herded t h e  people.  
I'm g e t t i n g  ahead of you, I ' l l  w a i t .  Do you want me t o  
continue ? 

Q* Y e s .  

A. On t h e  18th .  

Q. No w a i t  a  minute, I thought you were going on t h e  
same day. The company went down south all t h e  way and then  
came back up and laagered ,  south of your p o s i t i o n .  

A. I don' t even know how c l o s e  they  were t o  us a t  
that--

Q = ( In te rpos ing)  Well, about? 

A. 200 o r  300 meters ,  maybe. 

Q- No,,they were about 1,00 0 meters south of And 
nothing unusual happened t h a t  n i g h t  t h a t  you can r e c a l l ?  

A. No, it w a s a  very q u i e t  n i g h t .  We were a l l  r e a l l y  
sca red  t h a t  n i g h t ,  we thought it was a l l  over.  We were a lone ,  
it w a s  j u s t  our p la toon and it seemed l i k e  it was very smal l ,  
j u s t  i n  t h a t  one small  pe r ims t s r  t h a t  w e  d i d  have. 

Q. The next  morning t h e  company saddled up and moved 
back nor th  p icking  up your platoon and somebody up t h e r e  
found 3,000 pounds of r i c e .  

A. Yes, it was someone from our  p la toon,  we found it, 
I guess e a r l y  t h a t  morning. 

Q. This woman was found on t h e  17th? 

A. Yes. 


Q - And bur ied  on t h e  17th? 


A .  The 17th .  


Q- Wasn't bur ied  on t h e  18th? 
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A. I t  was e a r l y  t h a t  day,  we  had a l l ,  you know, most 
of t h e  a f te rnoon w e  w e r e  t h e r e ,  I can '  t r e a l l y  remernber'when 
we d i d  it, b u t  it was done. And u n t i l  I mentioned t h e  r ice,  
t h a t ' s  when I remembered t h e  woman be ing  up t h e r e .  

Q- The rice was r e p o r t e d  a t  0735 t h e  morning of t h e  
18 th ,  and t h e  woman was never r epor t ed .  

A. She w a s  never r epor t ed?  

Q. No, n o t  un le s s  she  was among t h a t  38. Ac tua l ly
she could have been inc luded  i n  t h a t  38. 

A. I f i g u r e d  t h a t  Sergeant  MCCLOUD- would have taken  
t h a t  on h i s  own t o  r e p o r t  t h a t .  

a- I f  he d i d  it never g o t  back t o  the log .  

A. W e l l  a l o t  of  t h o s e  t h i n g s  happen I th ink .  

Q. So we d o n ' t  know e x a c t l y  when she  was found. I f  
it was t h e  same a s  t h e  r i c e  was, t h a t  rice was r e p o r t e d  on t h e  
18th.  

A. You know t h a t ' s  when I would r e c a l l  s h e  was found, 
it would be t h a t  morning. 

Q Previous tes t inof iy  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h e  man that 
found h e r  d i d n ' t  bury h e r .  

A. T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  

Q. And a s  I r e c a l l  he  seemed t o  t h i n k  t h a t  she  s t a y e d  
o u t  t h e r e  t h a t  n i g h t  and was b u r i e d  t h e  nex t  morning, t h e  
morning of t h e  18th .  But you'd have been humping, because t h e  
company was moving back up t h a t  way and i f  you had t o  bury h e r  
t h a t  morning then  you would have b u r i e d  h e r  p r e t t y  f a s t ,  I 
guess.  When d i d  you bury h e r ?  

A ,  I ' l l  t e l l  you I c a n ' t  r e a l l y  r e c a l l ,  b u t  a l l  I 
know is  w e  d i d  bury h e r ,  f o r  some reason  it j u s t ,  and maybe 
w e  d i d n ' t ,  you know, it j u s t  seems t h a t  w e  d id .  I remember 
moving h e r .  

Q Okay, s o  you moved on up nor th ,  and t h a t  day was 
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spen t  up t h e r e  i n  An Ky, and Ky Xuyen (1)and ( 2 ) .  Now t h e  3d 
and t h e  2d, and t h e  1st Platoon,  I d o n ' t  know exac t ly  what 
t h e i r  d i s p o s i t i o n  was, b u t  t h e r e  was a l o t  of searching  and 
rounding up of people up t h e r e .  

A. Yes. 

Q - Was t h e  3d Platoon on t h e  c o a s t  o r  in land  when you 
go t  i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e s ?  

A. The f i r s t  p a r t  of t h e  day we d i d n ' t  do very much, 
it was r e a l  h o t ,  we s a t  around i n  t h a t  sand,  b u t  anyway dur ing  
t h e  day we moved ou t  and it seemed l i k e  we, you know, something 
l i k e  t h i s  and we were down say on t h i s  s i d e  of t h e  peninsula  
( i n d i c a t i n g )  . Whether I ' m  r i g h t  o r  wrong, and it seems l i k e  
the 2d Platoon w a s  on t h i s  s i d e  and some of t h e  guys went ou t  
i n  t h e  water  t o  g e t  what they thought was VC i n  b o a t s ,  because 
we were t o l d  t o  b r i n g  everybody i n .  We herded them a l l  back 
t o  t h e  beach and we were t h e r e  f o r  a few minutes. Then they 
were a l l  moved i n t o  a main v i l l a y e  where we found some people,  
and we s e t  them up t h e r e  f o r  t h e  n i g h t  and then we laagered 
j u s t  t o  t h e i r  immediate nor th .  This i s  t h e  n i g h t  t h a t  
probably everybody remembers f a i r l y  c l e a r .  

Q. Well l e t ' s  w a i t  a minute be fo re  we g e t  t o  t h a t .  

A. Okay. 

Q. Did you s e e  any personnel come i n  t h a t  day, chopper 
come i n  bes ides  medics, t h e  medics brought t h e r e ,  I ' m  r e f e r r i n g  
pr imar i ly  t o  M I ,  o r  i n t e r p r e t e r s ,  o r  ARVN, o r  Nat ional  Pol ice?  

A. Blue cap and whi te  s h i r t ,  o r  something? 

Q .  Yes. 

A .  I remember one, maybe, of them, and he was with 
us a l l  day. I d i d n ' t  s e e  him t h a t  day, I saw him t h a t  n igh t  
a t  t h e  l aager .  Whether he went o u t  on resupply o r  not ,  I 
don 't remerber . 
Q - Do you remember see ing  any i n t e r r o g a t i o n s  going 
on t h a t  day? 
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A. Y e s ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  I could r e l a t e  t o  you e x a c t l y  
what took p lace .  I knew they h i t  them o r  something, I d o n ' t  
know, maybe j u s t  t h a t  I heard it, then I went up and I looked 
a t  them you know, everybody was. 

Q. . Everybody was what? 

A. We'd a l l  go up and check them o u t ,  you know, and 
some of t h e  guys were messing around wi th  them, you know, and 
a l o t  of them wanted t o  k i l l  them, and it was j u s t  t a l k .  

Q - Now I ' m  t a l k i n g  about  t h e  18th now, I ' m  n o t  t a l k i n g
about t h e  19th .  

A. Y e s ,  t h i s  i s  t h e  18 th ,  t h i s  evening,  w e  l aagered  
the re .  

Q *  Y e s .  How many p r i s o n e r s  d i d  you have? 

A. Two t o  f o u r ,  I t h i n k  t h e r e  w e r e  fou r .  How many 
were t h e r e ?  

Q .  W e  d o n ' t  know. 

A. Oh, about fou r .  

Q. What d i d  you f i n d ,  when you looked a t  t h e s e  men? 
Had they been b c a t e c  up p r e t t y  bad? 

A. I c a n ' t  r e a l l y  remember it seemed l i k e  one of them 
looked p r e t t y  bad,  he  was swollen,  you know, f a c e  was swollen 
p r e t t y  bad. 

Q That was i n  t h e  evening of the 18th?  

A. I t  was a young, I can remember t h e  one boy ' s  f a c e ,  
and he was young. 

Q. Was it t h e  evening of t h e  18th?  

A. Y e s .  

Q. And who b e a t  him up? 
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A .  A s  f a r  a s  I know it was t h e  Vietnamese, I d o n ' t  
know whether Lieutenant  JOHNSON had any p a r t  i n  it o r  n o t ,  no 
I wouldn't  even want t o  say.  

Q. Have you ever  seen t h i s  man i n  Exhibi t  P-215? 

A. I be l i eve  t h a t ' s  t h e  young boy t h a t  I was j u s t  
r e f e r r i n g  t o .  

Q =  You say he was bea ten  up? 

A. Y e s ,  h i s  l i p ,  wel l  I can s e e  r i g h t  t h e r e ,  I remember 
h i s  l i p  down t h e r e .  

Q Does he look l i k e  h e ' s  been bea ten  up i n  t h i s  
photograph? 

A. Looks l i k e  he could have been, very p o s s i b l y ,  
unless  he had something wrong, he  had a d i s e a s e  o r  something. 

Q* Where d id  t h e  3d Platoon--what por t ion  of t h e  
per imeter  w a s  t h e  3d Platoon fac ing?  

A. We were fac ing  west.  

Q- Okay, you were on t h e  west s i d e .  

A. W e s t  s i d e .  

Q. 1st platoon was on t h e  e a s t  s i d e .  

A .  The 1st Platoon,  w e l l ,  i t s  p r e t t y  hard ,  because 
t h e r e  was a b i g  mound i n  t h e  middle. I knew our  CP was up 
the re .  Okay, we l l  I can show you. MOSSFORD w a s  i n  t h e  
1st Platoon,  I know he was up on t h i s  s i d e .  

Q So they would have been on t h e  e a s t  s i d e .  

A. Right . 
Q. The 1st Platoon is  on t h e  e a s t ,  3d Platoon i s  on 
t h e  wes t ,  and t h e  2d Platoon w a s  s o r t  of facing--

A .  ( In te rpos ing)  Without looking a t  t h e  map I would 
have f igured  it was running nor th  and south ,  you know. 
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Q. Not q u i t e ,  a lmost .  

A .  I can see t h a t  now,. 

Q. The sequen'ce a s  w e  have it recorded  t h a t  n ight- -
b e f o r e  I g e t ,  w e l l  I want t o  ask you one q u e s t i o n .  The 
b r i d g e  you c r o s s e d  o v e r  on t h e  s o u t h ,  t h e r e  was a t  one t i m e  
f u r t h e r  up n o r t h  ano the r  b r i d g e  which was des t royed  w h i l e  
you w e r e  t h e r e .  

A .  . Right ,  I remember. 

Q - Did you move up t o  t h i s  b r i d g e ,  t h i s  des t royed
b r i d g e  a t  any t ime du r ing  t h e  day of  t h e  17 th?  

A. W e  w e r e  n e a r  it, o u r  3d P la toon ,  w e  were  s i t t i n g  
j u s t  halfway between t h e  r i v e r  and t h e  ocean. U p  i n  t h i s  
a r e a  b e f o r e  w e  moved a c r o s s  a l l  t h i s  w h i t e  sand.  

Q - No, I ' m  t a l k i n g  about  t h e  day t h a t  you w e r e  a l l  
by y o u r s e l f ,  t h e  3d P la toon?  

A. We never  went any f a r t h e r  n o r t h  t h a n  where w e  w e r e  
se t  up. 

Q. Okay, s o  you d i d n ' t  go up t h a t  f a r .  On the  morning
of t h e  1 9 t h ,  t h e  n i g h t  of  the  1 2 t h  a t  0i30 t h e r e  w e r e  mor t a r  
rounds t h a t  came i n  and one man w a s  k i l l e d  and one man w a s  
wounded. A t  0144 a d u s t o f f  w a s  r eques t ed  and a l i g h t  f i r e  
team. A t  0 2 4 4 ,  an hour  l a te r ,  t h e  dus to f f - - t hese  a r e  r e p o r t s  
from E x h i b i t  M-16--was complete,  and a t  0250 a spooky w a s  
r eques t ed .  

A * .  . Right ,  h e  came i n  w i t h  miniguns. 

Q H e  came i n  w i t h  miniguns and w e  d o n ' t  have t h e  
t ime t h a t  he was o f f - s t a t i o n ,  b u t  he  was o n - s t a t i o n  a t  0350. 

- A .  Sounds j u s t  about  r i g h t .  

Q. Then t h e r e  w a s  ano the r  mor ta r  round t h a t  came i n  
t h e r e  a t  0440, do you remember t h a t ?  

A .  Not r e a l l y .  
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Q. Most people d o n ' t .  Now t h e  next  morning, of course ,  
t;he d u s t o f f s  were completed except  f o r  MILUS, and MILUS was 
taken ou t  t h e  next  morning. 

A. I helped pu t  them i n  on t h e  chopper, I was down 
a t  t h e  C P ,  I l e f t  my pos i t ion .  

Q - I f igured  you would have probably helped on t h a t .  
You helped t h e  wounded on t h e  choppers? 

A. I was w i t h  MOSSFORD, I know Greg, because we came 
i n  together .  

a. H e  later died? 

A. Yes, he  d i d ,  he was s t i l l  a l i v e  and b rea th ing  
heavy and we were t r y i n g ,  I was t r y i n g  t o  b r i n g  him out  of it, 
i f  I could wake him up, because he was unconscious. 

Q - So t h e  next  morning, t h e  morning of t h e  1 9 t h ,  I ' m  
r e f e r r i n g  t o ,  do you r e c a l l  anything unusual occurr ing  from t h e  
s tandpoint  of t h e  t rea tment  of p r i soners?  

A. No. 

Q- Did you s e e  any p r i soners  o r  de ta inees?  

A. Y e s ,  they were s t i l l  t h e r e .  

Q. Same ones? 

A.  Same ones. I can1t remember whether they were 
evacuated wi th  o r  n o t ,  b u t  they must have been, n o t  evacuated 
but--

Q - ( In terpos ing)  Were t h e  ARVN o r  Nat ional  Po l i ce  
s t i l l  t h e r e ?  

A. I remember see ing  an ARVN. 

Q. The 1st  Platoon e x t r a c t i o n  began a t  1050 according 
t o  t h e  r e p o r t s  (Exhib i t  M - 1 6 )  and they went back t o  u p t i g h t .  
They completed t h a t  by about 1140  and then t h e  r e s t  of the  
company. F i r s t  l i f t  t o  D o t t i e  was complete a t  1319, you d o n ' t  
r e c a l l  whether t h e  ARVN o r  any of those people were with you 
t h a t  day? 
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A. NO,  s ir ,  a l l  I know is  t h a t  we were going t o  Dot t i e  
and we were happy about t h a t .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  a s t r a n g e  s o r t  of heavy set  i n d i v i d u a l  
being ou t  t h e r e ,  on any of t h e  days, t h a t  wore a l a r g e  k n i f e  and 
probably s t a rched  khakis.  Specifically he was a Captain,  b u t  I 
d o n ' t  know whether he wore an i n s i g n i a  of rank o r  not?  

A. I do r e c a l l  it, bu t  I c o u l d n ' t  determine e x a c t l y  
when o r  where. I b e l i e v e  on t h a t  morning of t h e  19 th ,  a 
h e l i c o p t e r  came i n .  

Q - could be.  

A. And we were on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e ,  we d i d n ' t  know 
what was going on. 

Q e  Is t h e r e  anything e l s e  t h a t  you remember about t h e  
1 9t h ?  

A. Only t h a t  I was on t h e  l a s t  l i f t ,  and nothing of 
anything s i g n i f i c a n c e  happened as  f a r  as  I know, except  t h a t  
we were wondering how we g o t  rounds from t h e  peninsula  when 
we c l e a r e d  it. 

Q- Now you mentioned something about,  e a r l i e r  during
"he in terv iew,  t h a t  you saw some bodies ,  do you e v e r  r e c a l l  
where you saw t h e s e  bodies? 

A. No, I c a n ' t  p l ace  it. I b e l i e v e  I remember 
see ing  t h e  body of an o l d  man on t h e  f i r s t  day when we w e r e  
moving through, and i n  one of t h e  bunker types  t h a t  they 
have. But it looked t o  me t h a t  he probably d ied  of n a t u r a l  
causes,  I mean he was very o ld .  

Q Where d i d  you s e e  him? 

A .  I t  was, oh, we move, we took c a r e  of t h a t  one 
s e c t i o n  of t h e  v i l l a g e  and we moved northwest o r  nor th  i n t o  
the l a r g e r  v i l l a g e .  

Q T h a t ' s  how you know, you saw him? 

A. Y e s ,  I saw him. 
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a .  	 Didn ' t  appear t o  be wounded? 

A. 	 No, he looked very dead. 

Q. 	 How long had he been dead? 

A. Oh, I j u s t  looked f o r  a h a l f  a second and moved on. 

Q - Do you r e c a l l  a t  any t ime during the  opera t ion ,  ' 

and probably on t h e  17 th ,  say rece iv ing  an o rde r  t o  s t o p  burning? 

A. 	 We had been burning up u n t i l  t h a t  p o i n t ,  now t h a t  
order  came down l i k e  through chain of command, l i k e  I probably 
heard it through my squad l e a d e r ,  b u t  I remember they d i d  t e l l  
us t o  s t o p  burning. 

Q-	 Do you remember when t h a t  was? 

A. 	 Must have been midday on t h e  17th.  

Why do you say t h a t ?  

A. 	 Because t h e r e  was s t i l l  burning going on. 

Q- Have you o r  anyone you know been quest ioned on 
t h i s  opera t ion  be fo re  t h i s ?  

A .  	 No. You mean anybody, type  of m i l i t a r y  personnel? 

Q. 	 Yes. 

A .  No, w e  t a l k e d  about it f o r  a long time af te rward ,  
though,. I mean it was j u s t  r e a l l y  the  wors t ,  you know, t h a t  w e  
ever  seen. 

Q-	 Worse, why? 

A .  We ha ted  t o  go out  t h e r e  i n  t h e  f i r s t  p l ace ,  then  
we heard l a t e r  on t h a t  nobody e l s e  was supposed t o  walk o u t  
the re .  We wonderea why we had t o  be t h e  ones t h a t  had t o  walk 
out  t h e r e ,  because of a l l  t h e  mines and booby t r a p s  t h a t  were 
t h e r e .  

Q - 	 Did you have a camera? 
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A. Yes, I d id .  

Q On t h i s  opera t ion?  

A. Yes, I d i d ,  and I have some p i c t u r e s  of t h e  de-
p a r t u r e ,  t h e  people on .the beach t h a t  we herded together .  

Q- W e l l  l e t  me ask you t h i s ,  M r .  HOLMES, i f  we g ive  
you an envelope with our  address on it could you l e t  us have 
those.  W e ' l l  make copies  of them and then send them back t o  
you. 

A .  S w e ,  I ' l l  pick out  t h e  ones t h a t  I t h i n k  were 
from the re .  That opera t ion  I took t h e  most p i c t u r e s  t h a t  I 
had taken. And I happen t o  have some p i c t u r e s  of the  p r i s -
oners.  

Q - This  i s  what I would l i k e  t o  have. 

A .  Yes, I do, those  p r i soners  were up--

Q - ( In te rpos ing)  Let me ask  you t o  do t h i s ,  we'd ap-
p r e c i a t e  g e t t i n g  those  photographs and w e ' l l  g e t  them back t o  
you i n  a day o r  two. I f  t h e r e  is  anything e l s e  t h a t  you have, 
l i k e  notebooks, d i a r i e s ,  t h a t  can f i x  time and p lace ,  we'd 
l i k e  t o  have any information we can f i n d  on t h a t ,  and you have 
our phone number i n  case anything e l s e  comes back t o  mind. 
Did you ever  hea r  any runors t h a t  c i v i l i a n s  had been k i l l e d  
unnecessar i ly  by e i t h e r  B/4/3  o r  C/1/20 on t h i s  opera t ion?  

A. Yes. 

Q- Where d i d  you hea r  t h e s e  rumors? 

A. - I t  w a s  immediately a f t e r  and during t h e  course of 
the  time t h a t  I spen t  t h e r e .  I d o n ' t  know, w e l l ,  I c o u l d n ' t  
name anybody s p e c i f i c a l l y  t h a t  had mentioned it, you know, 
except i f  I w a s  down i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  of Duc Pho, and I saw 
somebody from Char l i e  Company t h a t  I knew. I only knew I 
th ink  one person and I d o n ' t  remember h i s  name, and we t a l k e d ,  
j u s t  you know, about it. There were a l o t  of people k i l l e d ,  

Q Are you t a l k i n g  about people mostly from Char l i e  
Company t h a t  were t a l k i n g  about t h i s ?  
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A. It w a s  one person t h a t  I remember, i f  I could  
p l a c e  him, because I know I went through t r a i n i n g  w i t h  him 
i n  t h e  states t h a t ' s  why--

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Was h e  i n  C Company? 

A. Y e s ,  he  w a s .  I on ly  knew one person  i n  A/3/1, and 
h e  w a s  wounded l a te r  on. Unless SERIOCHI was i n  1/20 I n f a n t r y ,  
and t h a t ' s  who I ' m  t h i n k i n g  o f .  

Q SERIOCHI? 

A. Y e s .  

Q- I don' t t h i n k  s o .  

A. Was A/3/1 t h e n ,  b u t  I know I knew one person  i n  
t h e  1/20 I n f a n t r y  and I t a l k e d  and h e  had seen  many people  
from t h e  1/20 I n f a n t r y .  

Q - Is t h a t  where most of t h e  rumors came aabout t h e  
k i l l i n g s ?  

Not t h a t  it w a s  k i l l i n g s ,  it w a s  j u s t  p a r t  of what 
.d t o  be done, t h a t ' s  t h e  way w e  looked a t  it then ,  because 

w e r e  under  t h e  impression t h a t  everybody o u t  t h e r e  was 
e i t h e r  VC o r  VCS. 

Q - Now when you t e r m  VCS you mean VC s u s p e c t s ?  

A. R igh t ,  and t h a t ' s  why I c o u l d n ' t  s e e  shoo t ing  them 
un le s s  y o u ' r e  d e f i n i t e l y  s u r e ;  o r  t hey  were running.  

Q - These rumors were going around t h e n ,  r i g h t ?  I ' m  
t a l k i n g  about  unnecessary k i l l i n g s ?  -

A.  Y e s ,  t h e r e  was something about  t h a t ,  because 
t h e r e  were s o  many c i v i l i a n s  t h a t  had been k i l l e d  o u t  t h e r e  
and you know, w e  j u s t  s a i d  it was l i k e ,  you know, p a r t  o f ,  
you know, something t h a t  would happen. 

Q Were you e v e r  t o l d  n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  t h e s e  k i l l i n g s ?  
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: MAHR, Michael B. 

DATE OF TESTIMONY : 5 February 1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 1 6  MARCH 1968: Machinegunner, Third 
P la toon ,  B/4/3. 

1. PRIOR TRAINING I N  THE RULES OF LAND WARFARE. 

The w i t n e s s  r e c a l l e d  some t r a i n i n g  i n  t h e  l e g a l i t y  
of o r d e r s  i n  H a w a i i  (pgs. 2 ,  3 )  . 
2 .  PREOPERATIONAL PLANS AND BRIEFINGS. 

The w i t n e s s  f i r s t  l ea rned  of t h e  o p e r a t i o n  i n  i s s u e  
from h i s  squad l e a d e r  on 15 March. The wi tness  t e s t i f i e d  
t h a t  he  only  r e c a l l e d  t ha t  a combat a s s a u l t  w a s  t o  be 
made on P i n k v i l l e  (pg. 5 ) .  H e  could recall  noth ing  
e x t r a o r d i n a r y  i n  t h e  o r d e r s  (pgs.  5 - 7 ) .  

3 .  THE COMBAT ASSAULT. ' 

a. A c t i v i t i e s  of t h e  1 6 t h .  

The w i t n e s s  r e c a l l e d  r e c e i v i n g  some s m a l l  a r m s  
f i r e  upon l and ing  (pgs.  8 ,  9 ) .  A f t e r  moving o u t  t h e  
second p la toon  was t o  t h e  r i g h t  rear of  t h e  w i t n e s s '  
t h i r d  p l a toon  (pg.  1 0 ) .  H e  r e c a l l e d  t h e  f i r s t  p la toon  
r e c e i v i n g  f i r e ,  b u t  d i d  no t  know of them r e p o r t i n g  k i l l s  
(pg. 1 3 ) .  H e  had no knowledge of any i n t e r r o g a t i o n s  being 
conducted t h a t  day (pgs. 1 4 ,  15) . 
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b. A c t i v i t i e s  of  t h e  17th.  

The wi tness  s t a t e d  t h a t  he  remembered rece iv ing  
f i r e  t h e  next  day,  b u t  none t o o  near  him (pgs. 16 ,  1 7 ) .  
He could n o t  r e c a l l  t h e  o rde r  t h a t  t h e  platoonsmoved o u t  
(pg. 1 6 ) .  He t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  upon rece iv ing  f i r e  t h e  u n i t  
was he ld  up f o r  some 15 minutes,  b u t  a f t e r  moving o u t ,  
one o r  two gunships came i n  and l a i d  some f i r e  on t h e  a r e a  
(pg. 17) . He r e c a l l e d  t h a t  mines were marked with t o i l e t  
paper from C r a t i o n s  (pgs. 18,  1 9 ) .  La te r ,  Lieutenant  
LEWIS came i n  accompanied by a photographer (pgs. 1 9-21).. 
He moved toward t h e  ocean and s e t  up h i s  machinegun on a 
sand dune (pg. 22) .  He t o l d  of t h e  f ind ing  of t h e  body of 
a woman who had been s h o t  i n  t h e  neck and t h e  burying of t h e  
body (pgs. 22, 23, 25, 27) .  There was some burning which 
he observed, b u t  he  could n o t  a s c e r t a i n  how much (pg. 2 4 ) .  
He knew of no U.S. t roops  i n  t h e  nearby v i l l a g e  t h a t  
day (pg. 26) .  

c ,  A c t i v i t i e s  on t h e  18th  and 19th.  

The wi tness  recounted h i s  discovery of a rice 
cache on t h e  18th  (pgs.  2 2 ,  2 4 ,  2 6 ,  27) .  H i s  p l a toon  
moved nor th  on t h e  coas t  and rounded up q u i t e  a few 
Vietnamese, b u t  he remembered no burnings by h i s  p la toon 
(pgs. 27, 28) .  He recounted t h e  mortar a t t a c k  of t h a t  
n igh t  accompanied by some smal l  arms f i r e  (pg. 2 8 ) .  The 
next  morning, t h e  wi tness  r e l a t e d  t h a t  ~ i e t n a m e s e  p r i s o n e r s  
were made t o  walk through t h e  a rea  where t h e  h e l i c o p t e r s  
were coming i n ,  s o  t h a t  they could be  assured  t h e  s h i p s  
would n o t  land  on any mines (pgs. 2 9 ,  30)  . 
4. KNOWLEDGE OF AN INVESTIGATION. 

The wi tness  a s s e r t e d  t h a t  he  heard a rumor t h a t  
Captain MEDINA was under i n v e s t i g a t i o n  f o r  shoot ing  up a 
v i l l a g e  o r  f o r  shoot ing  c i v i l i a n s  (pgs. 31, 32) . either 
the wi tness ,  nor any of h i s  comrades were quest ioned 
concerning t h e  opera t ion  (pg. 33) .  
be q u i e t  about anything (pg. 33) . No one t o l d  them t o  

5. OTHER INFORMATION. 

of 
He knew of personnel  using marijua

i t s  use on an opera t ion  (pg. 33) .  
na,  b u t  never heard 
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EXHIBITS 


EXHIBIT 

...aNUMBER DESCRIPTION NOTES PAGES 

Witness could not 
M-2 MACV Card "Nine Rules" recall. 3 

MACV Card "The Enemy in 
M- 3 Your Hands" Wit recalled. 

TF Barker log, -
M-16 16 Mar 68 Mentioned. 11.261 
M-81 Instructions to witness Read by witness. 
6
Miscellaneous Scene 


Witness could not 

Miscellaneous Scene recall. 12 

Wit recognized CP 
Miscellaneous Scene qroup. 12 

Witness could not 

Miscellaneous Scene. recognize. 12 


Wit recognized an 

Miscellaneous Scene intelligence 12,13 


officer. 

I I I 

I 1 Wit could not 

P-66 photo of ARVN's recogni ze . 1 13 


Wit recoqnized I 
Photo of detainees the 13 
Photo of weapons Wit recognized 
platoon MORGAN. 14 

Map 6739 I1 (small scal3)Wi.t oriented. 11 
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L :  . 

(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1550 h o u r s ,  5 February 
1970.) 

COL WILSON: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR: The fo l lowing  named persons  a r e  p r e s e n t :  COL WILSON, 
LTC NOLL, MAJ THOMAS. 

The n e x t  w i t n e s s  i s  M r .  Michael B. MAHR. 

(MR MAHR was c a l l e d  a s  a w i t n e s s ,  w a s  sworn and 
t e s t i f i e d  as ,fo l lows  :) 

P l e a s e  s ta te  your  complete name, your  occupa t ion ,  
and r e s idence .  

WIT : My name i s  Michael Br ian  MAHR, I l i v e  a t  53 Spr ing  
Avenue, Troy, New York. I work f o r  General  E l e c t r i c .  

COL WILSON: M r .  MAHR, d i d  you have a chance t o  r ead  t h e  
i n fo rma t ion  s h e e t  (Exh ib i t  M-81) ? 

A. Y e s .  

Q - Do you unders tand  t h a t  t h i s  i s  an i n t e r v i e w  team 
of General  PEERS' i n v e s t i g a t i n g  committee? 

A. Yes. 

Q Do you unders tand how we ' r e  going t o  approach t h e  
q u e s t i o n i n g ?  

A. Yes. 

Q The main t h i n g  i s  t h e  q u e s t i o n i n g  by sequence of 
e v e n t s .  The f i r s t  q u e s t i o n s  w i l l  concern t r a i n i n g ,  and t h e n  
w i t h  t h e  b r i e f i n g  p r i o r  t o  t h e  o p e r a t i o n ,  and t h e n  w i t h  t h e  
o p e r a t i o n .  T h a t ' s  t h e  approach w e ' l l  t r y  t o  fo l low.  Have you 
d i s c u s s e d  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  wi th  anyone p r i o r  t o  coming t o  t h i s  
hea r ing?  

A. No. I know what w a s  going on ,  b u t  t h a t ' s  about a l l .  

Q I mean w i t h  anyone from your  u n i t .  

1 
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A.  No. 

Q. What was your assignment on 1 6  March 1968? ' 

A. Machinegunner. 

Q. Which--this .is i n  B/4/3? Which p la toon.  

A .  3d Platoon. 

Which squad?Q. 

A. Our p la toon was s p l i t  up i n t o  two squads and they  
had one machinegunner assigned t o  each squad. 

Q- Which squad were you with? 

A. I t h i n k  it was t h e  first squad. 

Q Who was t h e  squad l e a d e r ?  

A. I ' m  not  s u r e  of t h a t  e i t h e r .  

Q Were you ever  given any t r a i n i n g - - i t  would probably
been i n  a m i l i t a r y  j u s t i c e  c l a s s  on Geneva Convention on the 
l e g a l i t y  o r  i l l e g a l i t y  of o rde r s?  

A. " - Oh, yeah. 

Q. Legal versus i l l e g a l  o rde r s?  

A. Yeah. I imagine I was. 

Q. What do you remember? 

A.  - I c a n ' t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  remember, b u t  I knew, you 
you know, d i f f e r e n t  o rde r s  t h a t  you were t o l d  t h a t ,  you know, 
you had no o rde r  t h a t  you d i d n ' t  have t o  fol low o r  something 
l i k e  t h a t  i f  it was some outs tanding  order .  I d o n ' t  know. 

Q. Where I d  you h e a r  t h i s ?  

A .  I d o n ' t  know, i f  it was anywhere, it must have been 
Hawaii, I t h i n k ,  cause w e  had a l o t  of  c l a s s e s  t h e r e  before  w e  
l e f t .  
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Q =  How long were you w i t h  the u n i t  i n  Hawaii? 

A. See,  from, I t h i n k  it was May till, w e l l ,  w e  f i n -
a l l y  departed f o r  Vietnam i n  December. 

Q *  I ' v e  g o t  two e x h i b i t s  h e r e  which a r e  f acs imi les  of  
MACV cards .  The  first one i s  Exh ib i t  M-2 ,  e n t i t l e d ,  "Nine 
Rules ." Have you ever  seen t h a t  card?  

A. I d o n ' t  know. Not offhand. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  s o ;  I 
don ' t know. 

Q. How about Exh ib i t  M-3,  "Enemy i n  Your Hands"? id 
you ever  s e e  t h a t  one? 

A. Y e s ,  I t h i n k  I do remember see ing  t h i s  one. I re-
member the-- 

Q. ( In terpos ing)  Where'd you s e e  t h a t ?  

A. I t h i n k  it might have been Fiawaii. O r  on the s h i p  
o r  something, cause I remember t h e  language, t h e  d i f f e r e n t  
words tha t - -  

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  The t r a n s l a t i o n s ?  

A. Yeah, the t r a n s l a t i o n s  . 
Q. Do you e v e r  remember having one of those  cards?  

A. I d o n ' t  know i f  I had one pe r sona l ly  o r  j u s t  saw 
it. But I c o u l d n ' t  t e l l  you f o r  s u r e  i f  I had one o r  j u s t  
saw it. I ' m  no t  su re .  

Q. W e l l ,  I ' d  l i k e  f o r  you t o  now t h i n k  back on 15 
March, which was t h e  day be fo re  t h e  opera t ion .  You w e r e  a t  
Uptight.  

A. Right.  

Q. You know which opera t ion  we're t a l k i n g  about? 

A. Yeah. 
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Q- I t  took p l a c e  between t h e  16th  and the--actual ly  
you came ou t  of t h e  f i e l d  on 19 March. 

A. Yeah, I remember t h a t .  

Q Lieutenant  COCHRAN was k i l l e d  t h e  f i r s t  day. Okay? 

A. Right. 

0. The 15th  of March, back a t  Upt ight ,  where d i d  it 
f i r s t  come t o  your a t t e n t i o n  t h a t  t h e r e  was going t o  be an 
opera t ion  t h e  fol lowing day? 

A. I think--if  I ' m  n o t  mistaken, it came down from the 
squad l e a d e r s .  I t h i n k  they had a meeting i n  t h e  CP o r  sorne-
th ing ,  you know, t h e  t h i n g  up t h e r e ;  they gave probably t h e  
o rde r  t o  t h e  squad l e a d e r s  and passed it down through them to--

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  And you g o t  yours from t h e  squad
leader?  

A. Yeah. 

Q. Did he have a squad meeting o r  what? 

A. Well, t h e r e  were--we were i n  bunkers,  and I t h i n k  
our squad occupied two bunkers. And he came i n t o  our  bunker 
and then he went over  t o  t h e  o t h e r  bunker. 

Q What d i d  he say? 

A. He s a i d  j u s t  t h a t  w e  were going t o  make a CA on 
P i n k v i l l e .  

Q - Did your squad l e a d e r  say  anything e l s e ?  

A. N o .  He probably j u s t  gave t h e  o rd ina ry  o rde r s  as 
f a r  a s  t h a t  goes.  And maybe saying  t h a t  we were going i n ,  
what t i m e  of t h e  CAI and  where t o ,  and what t o  expect .  

Q. What d id  he say  about what t o  expect?  

A. Well, w e  a l l  know t h a t  i t ' s  a bad a r e a  from d i f -
f e r e n t  t imes ,  s o  I d o n ' t  know, he probably j u s t  s a i d  t h a t  w e  
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were going i n  on a CA. I d o n ' t  remember h i s  exac t  words. I 
imagine t h a t ' s  what it was. H e  t o l d  us t h a t  w e  were going i n .  

Everybody knew t h a t  it was a bad a rea?  

A. Yeah. 

Q- FBs it t h e  worst  a r e a  t h a t  you had? 

A. It was, d e f i n i t e l y  . 
Q *  No ques t ion  about i t ?  

A. No ques t ion .  

a*  Why? 

A. Couldn't  walk i n  t h e  a r e a .  It was a l l  booby t r a p s .  

Q Were any s p e c i a l  i n s t r u c t i o n s  g iven  ou t  regarding  
the d e s t r u c t i o n  of v i l l a g e s  o r  foodstock? 

A. I know w e  d i d  f i n d  some r i c e ,  and w e  j u s t  bagged 

Q m  ( In te rpos ing)  No, now what we--I'm speaking--I'm 
t a l k i n g  s t r i c t l y  about what you were t o l d ,  what you were t o l d  
be fo re  t h e  opera t ion .  Were any i n s t r u c t i o n s  given regarding 
what was t o  be done wi th  t h e  v i l l a g e s  o r  foodstock? 

A. No, it was probably j u s t  normal procedures where 
we  just--

Q . Okay. 

A. Where w e  j u s t  understood everytime. 

Q. Nothing s p e c i a l ,  nothing unusual? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember anything s p e c i a l .  

Q. Okay. How about t h e  l i v e s t o c k ?  Any i n s t r u c t i o n  
on l i v e s t o c k ?  

A. No. 
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Q. Normally d i d  you j u s t  l eave  those  alone,  o r  what 
d id  you do? 

A. Yeah, I guess  so ;  they ,  you know, t h e r e  was times 
when t h e r e  was l i v e s t o c k  s h o t  over  t h e r e ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  
on t h a t  i n c i d e n t .  

Q. Why were t h e  l i v e s t o c k  s h o t ?  

A.  Oh, some guys would go i n  there--well ,  maybe a 
couple of chickens were s h o t  o r  something l i k e  t h a t .  

Q- You mean fox food? 

A. I s a w  a couple guys t h a t  used them f o r  food once, 
b u t  o t h e r  times they  d i d n ' t .  

Q. Were t h e r e  any s p e c i a l  i n s t r u c t i o n s  given on t h i s  
opera t ion  f o r  the l i v e s t o c k ?  

A. N o ,  t h e r e  was never  any o r d e r s ,  you know, a s  f a r  
a s  any c e r t a i n  t h i n g  l i k e  t h a t .  

Q. Anything s a i d  about t h e  v i l l a g e r s ,  t h e  n a t i v e s  
of t h e  a r e a ?  What t o  do w i t h  them? 

A. What t o  do wi th  them? 

Q. Yes. 

A. No, probably where they  were young, poss ib ly  VC , 
you know, they '  d g a t h e r  them and s t u f f  , and, you know, i n t e r -
r o g a t e  them--a team would come i n  and i n t e r r o g a t e  them and 
they  would be taken o f f  f o r  i n t e r r o g a t i o n .  

Q. Normal procedures? s 

A. Y e a h .  

Q. Did they say what type  of opera t ion  t h i s  was 
going t o  be? 

A .  I c a n ' t  remember i f  they  d i d  o r  n o t ,  cause I went 
i n  there--we went i n  t h e r e  be fo re  and I know w e  d id  burn v i l -  
l ages .  And I don't--I  c a n ' t  r e c a l l .  
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Q Do you remember what each squad i n  your platoon was 
supposed t o  do when i t  landed? 

A. Yeah, I remember when w e  landed,  we--

a .  ( In terpos ing)  No, what it was suppostd t o  do when 
it landed. 

A. I f  I ' m  n o t  mistaken, w e  were moving o u t  toward--there 
was a v i l l a g e  t h e r e  where we landed,  a  couple hootches.  I know--
I t h i n k  we had one capture  o u t  of t h a t  v i l l a g e  and we  j u s t  set  
up--we searched out  t h e  v i l l a g e  t h e r e .  I think t h e  o t h e r  pla-
toons went i n  d i f f e r e n t  d i r e c t i o n s ,  o r  s t a r t e d  t o ,  u n t i l  Lieu-
t enan t  COCHRAN g o t  h i t .  I t h i n k  t h e r e  was another  explosion 
too .  There was a--

Q ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Did t h e  squad l e a d e r  t e l l  you any-
th ing  i n  t h e  b r i e f i n g  about what each squad was going t o  do? 

A. =ah, he must have been t e l l i n g  us what w e  were 
going t o  do a f t e r  w e  landed. 

Q. How about t h e  platoons? Did he  say  anything about 
what t h e  platoons were going t o  do? 

A. Yeah. He must have. That always came i n  our  b r i e f -
ings.  

Q Do you know what t h e  1st Platoon was going t o  do? 

A. They might have been sweeping while w e  set up  secur-
i t y .  I'm not  s u r e .  I know o u t  of t h e  f o u r  days ,  I g o t  a couple 
of days l i k e ,  I d o n ' t  know which came f i r s t .  

Q. I t h i n k  w e ' l l  h i t  t h a t  when w e  g e t  t o  t h e  opera t ion .  
I'm j u s t  t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  o u t  what you were t o l d .  Anything 
else you can r e c a l l  about what you w e r e  t o l d  be fo re  you went 
i n  t h e r e ?  

A. No, n o t  s p e c i f i c .  

Q- I mean d i d  he t a l k  t o  t h e  company? 

A. The company. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  he t a l k e d  t o  t h e  com-
pany as  a  group a t  Uptight ,  b u t  I know he d i d  another  time a t  
Dot t ie .  

APP T-329 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

Q - Fine .  I have noth ing  else. 

COL WILSON: L e t ' s  go t o  t h e  day o f  t h e  o p e r a t i o n ,  which w a s  
16 March and you went i n t o  t h e  a rea .  You g o t  i n  t h e r e  about 
0830,  somewhere around t h a t  t i m e .  Do you remember r ece iv ing  
any f i r e  a s  you went i n ?  

A. Yes, t h e r e  was smal l  arms f i r e .  

Q. Were you i n  t h e  f i r s t  o r  second l i f t ?  

A. I th ink  I might have been i n  t h e  f i r s t  l i f t .  

Q. You w e r e  i n  t h e  f i r s t  l i f t ?  

A. ~ ' r nno t  s u r e .  I went i n  on the f i r s t  l i f t  q u i t e
o f t e n ,  but  I c a n ' t  r e a l l y  remember t h a t  t ime,  i f  I was o r  no t .  

Q. There w a s  f i r e  when you came i n ?  

A. Small arms f i re ,  yes.  

Q. Were your doorgunners f i r i n g ?  

A. 
No. 

No, I d o n ' t  t h i n k  they  w e r e  f i r i n g  when we  came i n .  

Q. You should have been i n t e r e s t e d  i n  them, because 
they  were armed w i t h  t h e  same weapons, 

A. Right. Y e s .  

Q They weren1t f i r i n g  t h a t  day? 

A. I don1t r e c a l l  t h a t  they f i r e d  a t  a l l .  We g o t  o f f  
the chopper--there wasn ' t  a heavy amount of smal l  arms f i r e ,  
bu t  t h e r e  w a s  f i r e  rece ived .  We immediately d i d  g e t  down on 
t h e  ground. W e  were supposed t o  go forward w i t h  a r t i l l e r y .  
I s a i d  t h a t  we  landed near  smal l  doors ,  o r  a couple hootches,  
o r  whatever it was. And w e  had a l i t t l e  t r o u b l e  moving a t  
f i r s t ,  

What d i r e c t i o n  was t h i s  f i r e  coming from,? 
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A. I d o n ' t  know i f  it was coming s t r a i g h t  a t  us 
o r  from the s i d e .  I th ink  I r e c a l l  it coming from the--we 
w e r e  f a c i n g  it. I t h i n k  it was coming from the--we were 
f ac ing ,  say t h i s  d i r e c t i o n ,  and l i k e  it was coming i n  from 
our  l e f t ,  t o  our  r e a r  l e f t ,  around t h e r e ,  i f  I ' m  not  mistaken,  
~ u tthen  aga in ,  I ' m  no t  s u r e  again e i t h e r .  

Q= W e l l ,  your h e l i c o p t e r  landed,  t h e  nose should 
have been fac ing  toward up t igh t .  

A. Y e a h .  

Q- Which is due nor th .  

A. Yeah. 


Q. And i f  you'd have been f a c i n g  t h e  way t h a t  h e l i -  
cop te r  came, if it had been coming from your l e f t ,  it would 
have been coming from t h e  w e s t .  

A. N o ,  then  w a i t  a  minute. No, I am wrong. Wait a 
minute. I d o n ' t  know. I c a n ' t  remember. 

Q g  
 A 1 1  r i g h t .  Do you r e c a l l  when you l e f t  t h e  land- 
i n g  zone whether or--what was t h e  l o c a t i o n  of t h e  3d Platoon 
with r e l a t i o n  t o  the 2d Platoon? 

A. When w e  f i r s t  landed, the 2d Pla toon,  I d o n ' t  know 
w h e r e  they  w e r e .  The 1st Platoon was r i g h t  near  u s ,  because 
I rmagine they  must have gone t o  our  r e a r  o r  something cause 
we w e r e  f ac ing  toward Uptight ,  I ' m  p r e t t y  s u r e ,  w e  were going 
down t h a t  way. 

Q* Now t h a t ' s  when you moved o u t .  Do you remember, 
d id  you a l l - -d id  t h e  2d Platoon leave  t h e  company? I mean 
the 3d Platoon,  was it o f f  by i t s e l f ,  o r  d i d  it fol low,  o r  
where was i t ?  

A. When w e  started--we were t r y i n g  t o  move when w e  
were r e c e i v i n g  f i r e .  W e  were a f l a n k .  

Q. You were what? 

A. W e  w e r e  i n  a f l a n k  fac ing  t h e  p a r t  of--and we w e r e  
going toward t h a t  smal l  v i l l a g e  t h a t  w e  were supposed t o  secure .  
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And t h e  1st Platoon was over  t o  our  r i g h t  r e a r ,  they  were. 
I remember where Lieutenant  COCHRAN g o t  k i l l e d ,  and he ,was 
t o  t h e  r i g h t  r e a r .  

Q. He was i n  t h e  2d Platoon? 

A. Yeah. A ~ Ir i g h t ,  t h a t ' s  where t h e  2d Platoon was 
then .  The 1st Platoon,  I d o n ' t  know where it was. 

a* The 1st Platoon went across  t h e  r i v e r .  Across t h e  
br idge .  

A. They went across  t h e  r i v e r ,  yeah. 

Q- I was t r y i n g  t o  g e t  t h e  r e l a t i o n  of  t h e  2d Platoon--
t h e  3d Platoon. The 2d Platoon was on your r i g h t ,  then?  

A. Yeah. 

Q You were on t h e  l e f t  o f  t h e  2d Platoon. 

A. 'Cause i f  I ' m  not  mistaken, they were going i n  a 
d i f f e r e n t  d i r e c t i o n .  

CD 
Q. Yes, apparent ly  they  were, because you w e r e  moving d' 
o f f  a l i t t l e  t o  t h e  northwest and they were moving d i r e c t l y  rl 
n o r t h ,  apparent ly .  Now what was t h e  formation of your pla-
toon,  o r  what was t h e  formation of your squad: everybody i n  ;N 
a column, o r  were you .up a b r e a s t  of each o t h e r  o r  how were you Yj 

moving? 

A. W e l l ,  l i k e  I s a i d ,  when w e  landed,  t h e r e  was a s m a l l  
v i l l a g e  o u t  t h e r e  and we  were just--well ,  w e  w e r e  on l i n e ,  of 
course ,  bu t  w e  were l ay ing  down, and then  again t h e r e  was a 
couple of people behind, you know, maybe they would s a y ,  I d o n n t  
know, LO going across .  They were, you know, they  w e r e  s c a t t e r e d .  
Things were kind of screwed up when we landed,  cause a f t e r  t h e  
f i r e  had s t a r t e d  they--some moved forward be fo re  o t h e r s  and 
s t u f f  l i k e  t h a t .  

LTC NOLL: Did t h i s  f i r i n g  sound l i k e  it was a t  a d i s t a n c e ?  
O r  d i d  i t  sound l i k e  i t  was r i g h t  on t o p  of you? 

A. No, it wasn ' t  t h a t  c lose .  I mean it wasn ' t  a 
g r e a t  d i s t ance  e i t h e r ,  probably--it could have-- maybe 100 
meters , around t h e r e .  
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COL WILSON: Let  m e  g i v e  you a l i t t l e  rundown h e r e  on 
happened, s o  I t h i n k  you might be a b l e  t o  remember a l i t t l e  
b e t t e r .  

(The wi tness  was o r i e n t e d  on MAP 5 . )  

This is i n  accordance wi th  what i s  i n d i c a t e d  on 
the  log  (Exh ib i t  M-16) . The combat a s s a u l t  f i r s t  l i f t  touched 
down a t  0815. The second l i f t  touched down a t  0847. A booby 
t r a p  was t r i p p e d  k i l l i n g  one man and wounding f o u r  a t  0845. 
A second booby t r a p  was t r i p p e d  a t  0930 wounding t h r e e .  

A. Is this our  company now? 

9. T h a t ' s  a l l  Bravo Company now, t h a t ' s  s o  f a r  t h e  
2d Platoon.  

A. Yeah, r i g h t .  Lieutenant  COCHRAN, I t h i n k ,  went 
a f t e r  somebody e l s e ;  is  t h a t  r i g h t ?  

Q W e l l  t h i s  i s  what happened up u n t i l  about 0930 
t h a t  morning. And w e  d o n ' t  know much more than t h a t ,  a s  f a r  
as what ' s  on t h e  l o g s ,  except  t h a t  even tua l ly  t h e  2d Platoon 
and 3d Platoon went up h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  and l aagered  with C 
Company. Now, t h e r e  was a c t i o n  down on t h e  b r i d g e ,  and sev-
e r a l  r e p o r t s  came i n  down t h e r e  about k i l l s ,  VC K I A .  There 
was supposed t o  be q u i t e  a number of them k i l l e d  down t h e r e .  
Did you hear anything about t h a t ?  

A. Who was supposed t o  be down t h e r e ?  

Q- The 1st Platoon.  The 1st Platoon s p l i t  o f f  from 
B Company and went down t h i s  t r a i l  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  and went 
over the br idge  down through t h e  peninsula .  

A. I know t h e  1st Pla toon,  a t  one time--I d o n ' t  
know i f  it was t h i s  e x a c t  time--the 1st Platoon was re-
ce iv ing  f i r e .  You s a i d  t h a t  they d i d  have k i l l s .  I 
don ' t  know i f  any of them g o t  wounded o r  n o t ,  bu t  they 
were r ece iv ing  f i r e  a t  t h a t  t ime.  

Q. Well,  they had a c t i o n  over  t h e r e  a l l  morning 
and they were sending i n  r e p o r t s  on k i l l s .  I wondered--
because you wouldn ' t  have known about it a t  t h i s  t ime,  b u t  
a t  any rate--now l e t ' s  go back t o  what your p la toon  was 
doing, and l e t  me s e e  those  photographs. From t h e  t ime 

APP T-329 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

t h e s e  two groups were wounded you s t a r t e d  moving up i n t o  t h a t  
a r e a  and searching  ou t  another  a rea .  These photographs,  Exh ib i t  
P-18 i s  t h e  f i r s t  one-- w e r e  about somewhere up i n  t h i s  a rea .  
Do you recognize anything i n  that photograph? 

A. J u s t  t h e  s o l d i e r .  Tha t ' s  a l l .  

Q. You d o n ' t  recognize any o f  t h e  Vietnamese? 

A. I couldn I t  p ick anyone ou t .  

Q A l l  r i g h t .  How about t h a t  group i n  Exh ib i t  P-19? 

A. I cannot--I can never e v e r  remember any Vietnamese. 
I know I cou ldn ' t .  

Q Exhib i t  P-20 is - -
A. ( In terpos ing)  This  h e r e  is  t h e  CP group weapons 
p la toon,  and I - -
Q ( In terpos ing)  Do you know where it is? 

A. No. I don' t know where it was. 

Q. How about E x h i b i t  P-21? Do you know any o f  those?  
Anyone of those  two men i n  uniforms? 

A. No. 

Q Exhib i t  P-22? 

A. H e  might have been--1 t h i n k  he  was an i n t e l l i g e n c e  
officer. 

Q. ' Y e s ,  the man w i t h  the helmet? Back f a c i n g  t h e  
camera? 

A. Yeah. I d o n ' t  know. I d o n ' t  remember this guy 
o r  - -
Q ( In terpos ing)  You remember t h e  one i n  t h e  c e n t e r  
though? 

A. Yeah. H e  w a s  i n t e l l i g e n c e  o r  something, H e  was 
coming around. 
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Q Was he  w i t h  you t h a t  day? 

A. No, n o t  with u s ,  I .don' t t h i n k ,  b u t  I d i d  s e e  him 
on t h e  o p e r a t i o n ,  you know, wi th  t h e  CP group. 

a.  The f i r s t  day? 

A. O n t h e f i r s t d a y .  Idon'tknowifhecamewithus. 

Q Did you e v e r  s e e  t h a t  o l d  mkn? 

A. No, I don't--I  might have seen--I d o n ' t  know. I 
can never recognize any of  them. 

Q Do you ever  remember s e e i n g  e i t h e r  one of  those  
two Vietnamese s o l d i e r s ?  Exhibi t  P-66? 

A. I could have seen  them. I don't--I  c o u l d n ' t  say.  
I r e a l l y  d o n ' t  know. 

Q Did you e v e r  s e e  those-- that  a r e a ,  Exh ib i t  P-208, 
where those  p r i soners  a r e ?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember see ing  them, because I was on 
s e c u r i t y  t h a t  day. 

Q What type  of s e c u r i t y ?  

A. Was t h i s  t h e  f i r s t  day? O r  - -
Q ( In terpos ing)  Y e s ,  f i r s t  day. 

A. A l l  r i g h t .  Then I remember being on t h e  ocean. 
We w e r e  s e t  up, and t h e  1st Platoon was going through. 

Q This i s n ' t  t h e  ocean? 

A. That a i n ' t  near  t h e  ocean? 

Q. No, you ' re  s t i l l  in land .  

A. No. 

Q You d o n ' t  remember s e e i n g  them? This would have 
been around t h e  CP a r e a  t h e  f i r s t  day. How about t h i s  p i c t u r e  
h e r e ,  Exh ib i t  P-209? I t ' s  hard  t o  s e e ,  b u t  can you recognize 
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anything i n  t h a t ?  

A. I recognize one guy, t h e  guy i n  f r o n t  of t h e  wa l l .  
~t looks l i k e  t h e  weapons p la toon again,  C P  group, MORGAN, I 
th ink .  

Q MORGAN? 

A. It looks l i k e  him. I d o n ' t  - -
Q ( In terpos ing)  A l l  r i g h t .  Did you s e e  a h e l i c o p t e r  
come i n  anytime t h a t  day, br inging  i n  s t r a n g e r s  t h a t  weren I t 

p a r t  of B Company? I n t e r r o g a t o r s ?  

A. Oh, i n t e r r o g a t o r s .  

Q This is one group. I t  could be i n t e l l i g e n c e
people o r  it could be i n t e r p r e t e r s .  Did you see any people 
come i n  t h a t  day t h a t  normally a r e n ' t  with B Company? 

A .  I saw one guy come i n ,  bu t  I d o n ' t  know i f  it 
was t h a t  day o r  no t .  There was a photographer o r  something, 
I t h i n k .  It was Lieutenant  LEWIS who came i n .  

Q. That was t h e  next  day. 

A. Oh, t h e  next  day. 

Q Anything come i n  t h a t  day t h a t  you can remember? 

A. I d o n ' t  know. 

Q Did you s e e  any i n t e r r o g a t i o n s  going on t h a t  day? 

A. - Like I s a i d ,  I was never r e a l l y  near--wherever they 
i n t e r r o g a t e d ,  t h e  CP group? 

Q You d i d n ' t  s ee  any de ta inees  o r  PW's? 

A ,  I must have seen people i f  they had s e t  up o r  some-
thing.  Like I s a i d ,  they always went t o  t h e  CP group. 

Q What about l a t e r  on i n  t h e  day? Did you s e e  a 
h e l i c o p t e r  come i n ?  I guess they  brought you h o t  chow t h a t  
n i g h t .  Did a h e l i c o p t e r  come i n  wi th  anybody t h a t  you can 
r e c a l l ?  
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A. I c o u l d n ' t  even t e l l  you i f  w e  had h o t  chow t h a t  
n i g h t .  

Q *  Anything unusual happen t h a t  n i g h t  t h a t  you can 
r e c a l l ?  

A. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h e r e  was anything unusual.  

Q Did you h e a r  any f i r ing--small  arms f i r e - - ins ide  
t h e  n i g h t  defens ive  p o s i t i o n ?  

A. There c o u l d n ' t  have been. I would've remembered 
t h a t .  

Q Did you hear  anything about Vietnamese p r i s o n e r s  
o r  de ta inees  be ing  t o r t u r e d  t h a t  day? 

A. No. 

8 Heer anything about any o f  them being  sho t?  -

A. No. 

Q Get t ing  t h e i r  f i n g e r s  c u t  o f f ?  

A. No. 

LTC NOLL: I n  t h e  e a r l y  p a r t  of t h e  day, w e r e  you near  the  
81mm mortar  s e c t i o n ?  

A. F i r s t  day? 

Q • Y e s .  F i r s t  2 hours a f t e r  you came off t h e  h e l i c o p t e r .  

A. I d o n ' t  think w e  were. I c a n ' t  remember where I 
was t h e  f i r s t  day. I know--I remember being on t h e  beach t h e r e .  
That was t h e  second day, cause I remember Lieutenant  LEWIS was 
t h e r e .  The f i r s t  day I d o n ' t  know where we went. 

Q- I d o n ' t  have anything else, sir. 

COL WILSON: The next  day t h e  company moved over  toward t h e  
b r idge .  Now t h i s  moxning, a t  t h i s  t ime,  moving down t h e  
t r a i l  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  and going down t o  t h e  b r idge ,  a t  
t h i s  t ime,  t h e  1st Platoon moved back down h e r e  and TAYLOR g o t  
his f o o t  blown o f f .  What I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  o u t  is  when you 

15 APP T-329 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

moved ou t  t h a t  morning from up he re  and went down t o  t h i s  
road ( i n d i c a t i n g )  what was t h e  formation of t h e  company? 
Was your platoon l ead ing  t h e  company, o r  was t h e  2d Platoon 
leading--3d Platoon l ead ing  t h e  company? 

A .  I thought t h e  1st Platoon was leading.  

Q. . F i r s t  p la toon was across  t h e  r i v e r ,  had been a l l  
n igh t .  

A. With t h e  CP group? 

Q. Yes. 

A. I d o n ' t  know. But--I d o n ' t  know. When we moved 
o u t ,  I c a n ' t  remember i f  we d i d  have p o i n t  i n  f r o n t  of t h e  
second, o r  i f  they were behind us ,  o r  going a d i f f e r e n t  d i r -
e c t i o n ,  o r  what. Somehow w e  got  near  a - - i t  was water .  I 
t h i n k  we were near  t h e  br idge  or--we were on a t r a i l ,  t h a t ' s  
why I asked you about t h a t  d i r t  road. We s t a r t e d  rece iv ing  
f i r e  again.  I d o n ' t  know i f  t h i s  was t h e  second day. I know 
they  d id  b r i n g  gunships i n .  And i f  I ' m  n o t  mistaken w e  were 
r i g h t  near  water.  I d o n ' t  know i f  t h a t  was t h e  b r idge  t h a t  
was t h e r e  o r  - -
COL WILSON: ( In te rpos ing)  What about - - I t h i n k  what h e ' s  
t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  o u t  i s  whether t h e  3d Platoon l e d  o f f ,  o r  whether 
you were i n  f r o n t  of t h e  command group, o r  p a r t  of t h e  command 
yroup, o r  were you c l o s e r  t o  a r i v e r ,  o r  t h e  2d Platoon up i n  
C,,LLuntof yoz? 

A .  I remember when we s t a r t e d  rece iv ing  f i r e .  I re-
member where I was. I d o n ' t  know--just t h a t  t h e r e  was another--
I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h e r e  was anybody behind us .  The 2d Platoon must 
have been--I can ' t  remember. I remember t h e  f i r e  wasn ' t  coming 
t h a t  c l o s e  t o  iae. I know that. 

Q. Did you know WINSTON? 

A. WINSTON? 

Q Preston WINSTON? 

A. Oh, yeah. 

Q Was he  i n  your platoon? 
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A. Y e a h .  

.a Did you s e e  him t h a t  morning? 

A. I imagine I d i d  when they moved o u t ,  I d o n ' t  know. 

Q 0 Was he up ahead of you? Somebody t o l d  us  t h a t  
WINSTON was c ross ing  t h e  b r idge  and g o t  f i r e d  on. 

A .  H e  must have been i n  f r o n t  of me. 'Cause I was--
l i k e  I s a i d ,  t h e  f i r e  wasn ' t  t h a t  c l o s e  t o  me. I was nea r ,  
s o r t  of l i k e  t h e  second--like I s a i d ,  we had two squads.  The 
f i r s t  squad wanted--the second squad wanted t o  l e a d  and--
bu t  I was i n  t h e  l a s t  squad, I th ink .  And I don' t remember 
i f  WINSTON d i d  g e t  sho t  a t  o r  no t .  I d o n ' t  know. Because 
where I was when t h e  f i r e  d i d  s t a r t ,  I wasn ' t  near--I can1t--
I c o u l d n ' t  s e e  t h e  br idge  o r  wherever w e  were cross ing .  
Because I was near  the back. 

Q. Do you remember a couple of engineer  demol i t ioners  
being wi th  t h e  company? 

A. I.know they were o u t  t h e r e  with u s ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  
know i f  they were ou t  t h e r e  a t .t h a t  ope ra t ion  o r  t h a t  day. 

Q.
t h i s  ? 

How d id  you s t o p ?  How long were you stopped on 

A. I was stopped probably about--we w e r e n ' t  stopped 
long, maybe 15 minutes ,  I th ink .  And I t h i n k  we s t a r t e d  moving 
again.  Then t h e  gunships came i n .  If I ' m  n o t  mistaken,  when 
the  gunships came i n  I was c l o s e r  t o  t h e  wa te r ,  and I th ink  we  
s t a r t e d - - a f t e r  w e  wai ted.  Then we s t a r t e d ,  and then t h e  gun-
s h i p s  came i n ,  and d id  put  f i r e  around t h e  a r e a .  I t  was a t h i c k  
area.  Not r e a l  t h i c k ,  b u t  I mean t h e r e  was some t r e e s  and s t u f f  
t h e r e  o r  something. 

Q- How many gunships? 

A. It was e i t h e r  one o r  two, I ' m  no t  s u r e .  E i t h e r  one. 
It might have been j u s t  t h e  one. 

Q. How many passes  d i d  they  make? 

A. There w a s  qui te - - three  o r  f o u r ,  I t h i n k ,  anyway. 
They went around i n  a c i r c l e  and came back. 
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Q. They w e r e  f i r i n g  and you were where you could s e e  
t h e  water when t h a t  occurred.  

A. No, n o t  when w e  f i r s t  s t a r t e d  t o  r e c e i v e  f i r e .  

Q No, what I ' m  t a l k i n g  about ,  when t h e  gunships 
were t h e r e .  

A .  The gunships,  yes.  I wasn ' t  f a r  from the water 
when they came i n .  

Q. Between t h e  time you f i r s t  rece ived  f i r e  and 
how'd you know you rece ived  f i r e ?  

A. Well they  s e n t  up--they sendup--you know how 
they send up t h e  word t h a t  w e ' r e  r ece iv ing  f i r e .  

Q. Y e s .  

A. And I heard sho t s .  

Q. Okay. So from t h e  time' you f i r s t  rece ived  f i r e  
u n t i l  you moved n o r t h ,  s o  t h e  gunships h a d n ' t  come i n .  

A. I d o n ' t  t h ink  they d id .  'Cause l i k e  I s a i d ,  I 
was c lose  t o  t h e  water .  I remember s i t t i n g  r i g h t  down when 
they d i d  come i n .  

Q. And then  t h e  gunships came i n ,  and d i d  t h e  f i r e  
s t ~ pthen? 

A. Yeah. W e  d i d n ' t  r ece ive  any more f i r e  a f t e r  they  
came i n .  

&. When you crossed t h e  bri 'dge, w a s  t h e r e  any prob-
lems? If  something had happened, you'd remember it. 

A. Right.  I d o n ' t  remember anybody shoot ing  a t  us .  

Q- Do you remember t h e  mines be ing  marked? 

A. Oh, they  d i d  mark them with t h e  C-ration t o i l e t  
paper ,  whatever you want t o  c a l l  it. 

Q. Tissue paper? 
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A .  Tissue  paper.  I know they were marked. I f  t h i s  
was t h e  same day, I know t h e r e  was two o r  t h r e e  they had 
marked. 

Q TAYLOR was gone by t h e  t ime you got  t h e r e ?  

A. Yeah. 

Q. Now when you got  on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  br idge ,  
d id  you g e t  a chance t o  move around any, o r  d i d  you s t a y  i n  
one p lace ,  o r  what? 

A. When we got  across  t h e  b r idge ,  then we were down 
near  t h e  ocean, r i g h t ?  We s t a r t e d  c ross ing  t h e  bridge--

Q .  ( In te rpos ing)  When you go t  t o  t h e  bridge--

A .  ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )  We were just on t h e  ocean, j u s t  about.  

Yes. A l l  t h e  way across  t h e  br idge.  

It was 50 meters ,  100 meters? 

Q. A 100 meters ,  maybe. There ' s  a b ig  sand dune 
i n  between. 

A. Right.  Yeah. And t h a t ' s  why we go t  he ld  up again 
now, cause TAYLOR d id  l o s e  h i s  f o o t .  And by t h e  time we go t  
t h e r e ,  they d i d  have medevac--had come i n .  Cause I remember 
we d i d  g e t  he ld  up, and they s a i d  TAYLOR got  h i t .  We moved 
across .  There was no more rece iv ing  f i r e .  We set up our  
p o s i t i o n s .  Af te r  we set up our  p o s i t i o n s ,  I had t h e  machinegun. 
I was nea r  t h e  ocean. I f  I ' m  n o t  mistaken Lieutenant  LEWIS 
came i n  then ,  o r  approximately around t h a t  t ime. The 1st 
Platoon pushed--

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  What time do you t h i n k  Lieutenant  
LEWIS came i n ?  

A. I know we s a t  up t h e r e  t h e  whole day i n  t h a t  one 
t h i n g ,  sand dune, cause I was on t h a t  sand dune. 

Q. You were? 

1 9  

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

APP T-329 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

A. Yeah. And t h e  2d Pla toon-- the  1st P la toon ,  a s  w e  
w e r e  facing--wel l  w e  came a c r o s s  t h e  b r i d g e  t h i s  way, r i g h t ?  

Q .  You're  d i r e c t l y  e a s t ,  when you c r o s s  t h a t  b r idge?  

A. Right .  A l l  r i g h t .  So,  l e t  ' s  s e e ,  w e  were f a c i n g  
sou th .  The 1st Platobn.was i n  t h e r e .  They were s t a r t i n g  t o  
push through.  The 2d P la toon  passed us .  They came t o  t h e  f r o n t  
of  us. And I ' m  n o t  s u r e  i f  t h e y  went t o  t h e  l e f t  o r  t o  t h e  
r i g h t  when they  h i t  it. When they  moved--cause t h e y  moved 
r i g h t  on t h e  beach i t s e l f .  I f  I ' m  n o t  mis taken ,  t hey  found 
one guy o r  something,  I d o n ' t  know. T h a t ' s  when L i e u t e n a n t  
LEWIS came, cause  I remember when h e  came, because  t h e  a s s i s -
t a n t  gunner made a comment when h e  came. And then--

Q . ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  What was t h e  comment? 

A .  Oh, h e  j u s t  s a i d  t h e r e  was a new guy, and you know, 
some l i t t l e  comment, you know. I remember L i e u t e n a n t  LEWIS came 
i n  t h e r e  and h e  j u s t  k e p t  on moving. And wi th  L ieu tenan t  LEWIS 
t h e r e  was ano the r  guy. I d o n ' t  know i f  t h i s  guy was a photographer 
o r  j u s t  what h e  was. Somebody s a i d  h e  was a photographer .  And 
t hey  went to--I 'm p r e t t y  s u r e  t hey  went t o  t h e  l e f t .  T h e i r  ser-
gean t  was l o s t .  L i e u t e n a n t  LEWIS t o l d  him which way t o  move, CD 

V)
and h e  went t h e  wrong d i r e c t i o n .  And then  L i e u t e n a n t  LEWIS t o l d  
us about  it la ter .  

Q Whose s e r g e a n t  was l o s t ?  
- N 
N 

A. H e  w a s  a p l a t o o n  s e r g e a n t  and l e a d e r  a t  t h e  t i m e  I 
t h i n k ,  a f t e r  COCHRAN g o t  k i l l e d .  

Q H e  took  t h e  p l a toon  ove r  when L i e u t e n a n t  COCHRAN g o t  
k i l l e d .  And what happened? 

A.  - W e l l  t hey  went t o  the--they got-- they went back t o  
t h e  ocean r i g h t  on t h e  beach t h e r e ,  t h e  beg inn ing  o f  t h e  beach.  
And t h e n  they  sa id- -Lieu tenant  LEWIS t o l d  him t o  go n o r t h ,  l e t ' s  
j u s t  s ay  n o r t h ,  I ' m  n o t  s u r e ,  and h e  went s o u t h ,  o r  h e  t o l d  him 
t o  go s o u t h  and h e  went n o r t h .  But t hey  changed and t h e y  went 
back. I remember t h a t ,  L i e u t e n a n t  LEWIS b r i n g i n g  it up l a t e r  when 
h e  came t o  ou r  p l a toon .  

Q- NOW, what d i d - - t e l l  m e  more about  t h i s  photographer .  
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A. Al l  I know is--I d o n ' t  know i f  he came I n  wi th  Lieu-
t enan t  LEWIS o r  n o t ,  b u t  h e  d i d  come in--or--that was t h e  f i r s t  
~ r dseen of him, and t h a t  was it. That was t h e  l a s t  I seen  o f  
nim. H e  walked by me and somebody t o l d  me it was t h e  p r e s s ,  
or a photographer o r  something, cause w e  knew, you know--

9. ( In te rpos ing)  What kind of  c l o t h e s  was he wearing? 

A. H e  had f a t i g u e s  on,  and i f  I ' m  n o t  mistaken, he had 
a s o f t  hat--or t h e r e  was something about h i s  o u t f i t  that--he 
had a s o f t  h a t  o r  something. There was something about it t h a t  
was a l i t t l e  d i f f e r e n t .  But he d i d  have f a t i g u e s  on. I f  I ' m  
not mistaken, he might have had l i k e  a s o f t  b a s e b a l l  cap on. 
I d o n ' t  t h ink  he had a helmet.  I ' m  n o t  s u r e .  

Q . Did he wear any k ind  of pa tch  o r  i n s i g n i a ?  
I 

A. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  he--no, I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any patch a t  I 

a l l  on him. 

Q Did he have a camera? 

A. I th ink  he had a b lack  l e a t h e r  case wi th  him. I ' m  
not s u r e ,  I mean on a shoulder  s t r a p  o r  something. I ' m  n o t  pos-
i t i v e  o f  t h a t  e i t h e r .  

Q Did he go wi th  Lieutenant  LEWIS? 

A. Yeah. He went p a s t  u s ,  cause he was going with Lieu-
t enan t  LEWIS. 

Q- What e l s e  do you know about him? 

A. Tha t ' s  a l l  I know. They went t o  t h e  ocean. They 
went the wrong d i r e c t i o n ,  discovered they  were going t h e  wrong 
d i r e c t i o n ,  turned  around, and they went t h e  r i g h t  d i r e c t i o n ,  b u t  
t h a t ' s  a l l  I remember t h e r e .  That ' s  t h e  l a s t  I seen  as  f a r  as--

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  What d i d  you s e e  from t h a t  h i l l  you were s i t  
t i n g  on? Could you see t h a t  v i l l a g e  down t h e r e  below you, where 
the f i r e  was coming from e a r l i e r ?  

A. It w a s  a d i s t a n c e ,  b u t  I could s e e  it. You can,  
YOU know, knew it was a v i l l a g e .  
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Q What ' d  you s e e  going on down t h e r e ,  anything? 

A .  I th ink  t h e r e  might have been a f i r e  o r  something 
down t h e r e  when w e  s a t  down. I ' m  n o t  s u r e ,  again.  

Q Did you see any bodies  down t h e r e ?  

A. No. W e  d i d n ' t  go i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  a t  a l l .  

Q Did you s e e  any f r e s h  graves around t h e r e ?  

A. Yeah. W e l l ,  t h e r e  was a dead body where I was. 

Q What kind of  body was i t ?  

A. Dead woman, 'cause I found he r .  

Q You found h e r .  What--how was she  k i l l e d ?  

A. Gee, I d o n ' t  know. I th ink  s h o t  i n  t h e  neck o r  t h e r e  
was a h o l e  i n  t h e  t h e r e .  I ' m  n o t  s u r e ,  becauses I d i d n ' t  bother  
much with it. I t - - in  f a c t  I s a t  t h e r e  a l l  day. We were ge. t t ing 
ready t o  put a l a a g e r  p o s i t i o n  up, 'cause we cane back j u s t  a lit-
t l e  b i t .  And when I d i d  I was tu rn ing  around and I saw a hand, 
and it had a bamboo t h i n g  over  it. You know they--I d o n ' t  know 
what they c a l l  it. I t 's  j u s t  bamboo l i k e  a l i t t l e  mat o r  some-
th ing .  I looked a t  t h e  hand and I went over  and I saw--

( In te rpos ing)  A s t raw rug  you ' r e  t a l k i n g  about? 

A - Yeah, w e l l  t h a t ' s  what it was. So I c a l l e d  MCCLOUD, 
Sergeant  MCCLOUD. H e  was the--

( In terpos ing)  Platoon s e r g e a n t ,  

3 .  Yeah. And he come o v e r ,  and wanted t o  know, you 
;.now,I asked him what w e  were going t o  do wi th  it. And t h a t  
was--we didn 't do nothing wi th  t h e  body. And then  t h e  next day, 
there  was a ho le  dug and he  wanted t o  bury it ,  you know, wanted 
t o  bury the  body. So some of t h e  guys bur ied  it. And then  w e  
turned  around and found r i c e .  Me and t h i s  o t h e r  guy, w e  brought 
t h e  th ing  and we found a cache of  r i c e .  

Q Now, t h i s  is on t h e  18th.  Back on t h e  day t h a t  you
found t h e  woman's body, what t ime d i d  you f i n d  he r?  
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A. I t  was l a t e r  i n  t h e  day, k ind  of l i k e  I said--

Q- ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Was it dark? 

A .  No, it wasn ' t  dark y e t ,  b u t  it was s t a r t i n g  t o  g e t  
dark ,  because w e  w e r e  moving i n  t o  set  up a pe r ime te r ,  you know. 
I found it then ,  ' cause  w e  were going t o  set  a t r i p  wi re  around 
it. I n  f a c t ,  w e  d i d  set a t r i p  w i r e  around it. 

Q e  
 How long do you t h i n k  t h e  body had been t h e r e ?  

A. Oh, it must have been t h e r e  f o r  a whi le .  It had 
t o  be. So I d o n ' t  know how long ,  b u t  it had a ,  l e t ' s  say mag- 
g o t s  and s t u f f  on it. 

Q. It d id?  

A. And t h e  body was a l l  swel led ,  t h e  stomach. 

Q- Do you t h i n k  t h a t  could have happened i n  one d a y ' s  
t ime? 

\ 

A .  Oh, t h a t  I d o n ' t  know how long i t - - s t u f f  l i k e  t h a t  
I d o n ' t  know. 

Q .  You mentioned t h a t  you saw f r e s h  graves .  

A. One. That was r i g h t  next  t o  t h e  body t h a t  I found. 

Q- Oh I see. Th i s  i s - - t h i s  i s  t h e  only f r e s h  grave 
you saw? 

A .  I d o n ' t  know how f r e s h  it was, b u t  t h e r e  was a h o l e  
s t a r t e d .  And it wasn ' t  b i g  enough y e t ,  b u t  t h e r e  was a h o l e  
s t a r t e d ,  and it was, you know, a couple f e e t  maybe, b u t  it wasn ' t  
t o o  long. 

Q. Did t h e  woman look l i k e  s h e ' d  been k i l l e d  t h e r e  
o r  brought  up t h e r e ?  

A, You mean drug up t h e r e ?  

Q. Y e s ,  

A. I d i d n ' t  r e a l l y  look a t  it t h a t  much. I t  d i d n ' t  
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bother  m e ,  you know. I j u s t - - i t  was t h e r e  and--

Q.  ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )  Who bur ied  h e r ?  

A.  Then again I d o n ' t  know. I f  Sergeant  CLARK come up 
the  next morning and wanted t o  bury it. A couple guys, you know, 
I d o n ' t  know who i t  was. They dug up some more d i r t ,  threw t h e  
body i n ,  and then w e  s t a r t e d  wl th  t h e  r i c e .  

Q. Okay. L e t  I s  s e e  now. On t h a t  day when you w e r e  up 
on t o p  of t h a t  sand dune, d id  you n o t i c e  anything going on down 
the  beach? The company--two platoons went o f f  and l e f t  you 
the re .  

A. Right. 

& With t h e  mor tars?  

A.  Yeah. 

Q. Okay. Company moved on down. One p la toon was on 
the l e f t ,  and one p la toon was on t h e  r i g h t .  id you n o t i c e  any- 0 
t h i n g  going on down t h e r e ?  CD 

r( 

A .  No. 

Q ~ i d n ' tyou s e e  any of t h e  v i l l a g e s  burning a s  they
moved down? 

A. W e l l  l i k e  I s a i d ,  t h a t  one v i l l a g e  t h e r e  might have
been--there could have been a hootch on f i r e .  I d o n ' t  know. I 
t h i n k  there was a f i r e  o r  soinsthing t h e r e  while  I was s i t t i n g  
t h e r e .  

Q. Any f i r i n g  going on down t h a t  way? 

A. I think t h e r e  was some f i r i n g  going on. I d o n ' t  
know how much o r  what happened, because l i k e  I s a i d ,  I was j u s t  
sitting there, and 1 had the ocean t o  m y  l e f t  and t h e  o t h e r  pla-
toons were o u t ,  s o  w e  more o r  l e s s  were j u s t  a s e c u r i t y  f o r  t h e  
CP . 
Q. So, you s t ayed  t h e r e  a l l  n igh t .  Did a h e l i c o p t e r  
come i n  and b r i n g  you anything t h a t  day? 

APP T-329 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

A. I t h i n k  they  d i d .  

Q. That  evening? 

A. 'Cause w e  moved--I remember w e  moved back a l i t t l e  
ways, se t  up--we d i d n ' t  move h a r d l y  a t  a l l  r e a l l y .  My--I moved 
cause  I was n e a r  t h e  ocean,  n e a r  t h e  beach,  you know, on t h a t  
l i t t l e  dune. And I came back.  And w e  moved i n  just a l i t t l e  
ways. And most of  t h e  guys, where t hey  were,  probably s t a y e d  
i n  t h a t  p o s i t i o n ,  b u t  I was a look--the end e lement ,  you know,-
for--we come back.  And I t h i n k  I recal l - -we beg in  t o  d i g  i n .  
I t  was da rk  when we s t a r t e d  t o  d i g  i n .  I t h i n k  I d i d  have a--
t h e r e  w a s  a b e e r  t h e r e ,  and I 'm--then a g a i n  I ' m  n o t  s u r e .  

Q. Did you have a h o t  meal? it 

A. Tha t  I could  not- - the  b e e r  and soda--if  t h a t  d i d  
come i n ,  a h o t  meal must have come i n ,  b u t  I c a n ' t  t e l l  f o r  
s u r e .  I c o u l d n ' t  s ay  f o r  c e r t a i n .  I t  seems l i k e  t h e r e  was 
b e e r  and soda t h e r e  though. And I imagine i f  t hey  brought  
t h a t ,  t h e n  t h e  food always came b e f o r e  t h a t  o r  a t  t h e  s a m e  t ime 
w i t h  it. 

LTC NOLL: Did any members of your  p l a toon  wander around t h a t  
v i l l a g e  t h a t ' s  r i g h t  a c r o s s  t h e  road du r ing  t h e  day,  go i n t o  
t h e  v i l l a g e  and look around? 

A. Before  w e  g o t  t o  t h e  b r i d g e ?  

Q No. 

A.  During t h e  day? 

Q. Y e s ,  a f t e r  you c ros sed  t h e  b r i d g e .  During t h e  day 
. you more o r  l e s s  j u s t  h e l d  i n  p o s i t i o n ,  wh i l e  you w e r e  i n  t h e  

p roces s  of w a i t i n g  f o r  t h e  day t o  p a s s .  Anybody wander around 
t h a t  v i l l a g e ?  

A.  That  we were i n ?  

Q Y e s .  

A. I doubt it 'very  much. I .d idn  I t see anybody. L ike  
I s a i d ,  I was i n  t h e  end p o s i t i o n  c l o s e s t  t o  t h e  ocean,  b u t  
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everybody knew t h a t  t h e r e  was q u i t e  a few booby t r a p s  and t h a t .  
And I remember when I walked up t o  set up my p o s i t i o n ,  I rernem-
bered where I walked 'cause it was, you know, it was noted f o r  
i t s  booby t r a p s .  So I imagine--I d i d n ' t  s e e  anybody, and I d o n ' t  
t h i n k  anybody would walk around t h e r e  unless  t h e y  w e r e  looking 
f o r  t roub le .  

Q Did t h e  company CP remain i n  t h i s  a r e a ,  o r  d i d  it 
move south? 

A. I ' m  not  s u r e ,  b u t  from--I t h i n k  they--

( In te rpos ing)  Think they moved south? 

A. L e t ' s  s e e ,  I remember they were t h e r e  t h e  next  mor-
ning when they met us wi th  t h a t  r i c e .  I remember Captain MICHLES 
coming over.  But I can ' t remember i f  they walked up t o  us .  
They might have moved south .  If  they walked up t o  us and m e t  
us  t h e r e  o r  i f  they  s t a y e d  wi th  us. I th ink  it  might have been--
they might have moved south.  But then  I guess  I ' m  n o t  c e r t a i n ,  
b u t  it seems l i k e  they  walked t o  us and then w e  had a--the rice, 
l i k e  I s a i d ,  was t h e  next  day t h a t  they found. 

Q. They f i n d  t h i s  r i c e  i n  t h e  process  of  digging t h i s  
grave? 

A. W e l l ,  no t h e  t h i n g  of  it was, t h a t  n ight - -af te r  w e  
found t h a t  woman t h a t  night--when w e  were having guard duty ex-
c e p t  some--it was l i k e  a-- l ike t h e r e  was a h i l l  t h e r e  o r  some-
t h i n g  small thingi you kn9wi hct it hzd 2 c l o t h  o r  something on 
i t ,  you know. And we were on guard duty a t  n i g h t  and it seemed 
l i k e  t h e r e  was something redd i sh  glowing. We d i d n ' t  know i f  
it was something r e f l e c t i n g  o f f  something o r  i f  it was some type  
gf candle o r  what it was. And everybody was cur ious  about it. 
So t h e  next  day t h e r e  was myself and INGALLS were o u t  and w e  
pu l l ed  this t op  o f f ,  I t  had some d i r t  on it, bu t  you could s e e  
t h e  c l o t h  around t h e  end. And when w e  d i d  t h e r e  was--I d o n ' t  
know i f  it was anything e l s e  on t o p  of it o t h e r  than  a top  o r  
what. We seen  t h e  r i c e .  So t h a t ' s  what I c a n ' t  understand. 
I c a n ' t  remember i f  Captain MICHLES was r i g h t  t h e r e  o r  was on 
h i s  way up. 

COL WILSON: Next morning,  it w a s  repor ted  i n  t h e  l o g  (Exhibi t  
M-16)  t h a t  3 , 0 0 0  pounds of  r i c e  was found a t  0755. 

A. It was e a r l y  i n  t h e  morning. 
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Q You found it. 

A. INGALLS and myself ,  yeah. 

Q You found a t a r p .  

A. It was a tarp-- there was something on it. I th ink  
it was taup.  

Q- Did they come i n  and g e t  it befo re  you l e f t ?  You 
bag it up o r  what happened? 

A. Y e s .  Captain MICHLES had t o  have sandbags brought
i n  on t h e  choppers. 

Q .  You f i n d  t h e  r i c e  be fo re  Captain MICHLES g o t  t h e r e ?  

A. Like I s a i d ,  I d o n ' t  know i f  he was wi th  us o r  what 
t h a t  morning, b u t  w e  did--cause t h e  body was t h e r e  and they were 
going t o  d i g  t k e  body up--or bury t h e  body, I mean. Then w e  
found t h e  r i c e .  It  w a s  e a r l y  i n  t h e  morning, you know, because 
w e  were--if I ' m  n o t  mistaken, w e  b r ing ing  t h e  t r i p  wires  i n .  

Q; Captain MICHLES s e e  t h e  woman's body? O r  was she  
already bur ied  by t h a t  time? 

A. I can ' t - - I  d o n ' t  know i f  he d i d  o r  not .  

Q. Then you a l l  pee led  o f f  and followed t h e  company 
on up n o r t h ,  r i g h t ?  When they  came through,  d i d  you f a l l  i n  
behind o r - - the re ' s  one o t h e r  t h i n g  I want t o  f i n d  o u t  about 
this day before--did t h e  mor tar  p la toon l eave  and go down and 
jo in  t h e  company i n  t h e  l a a g e r  a r e a  t h a t  n igh t?  

A. The night--

Q • ( In te rpos ing)  The n i g h t  you s t ayed  up t h e r e  by 
t h e  br idge?  

A. The mortar  platoon.  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  them s t a y i n g .  I 
d o n ' t  remember f o r  s u r e ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  remember whether they ever  
do usua l ly  s t a y  wi th  us. 

Q Back on t h e  1 8 t h ,  t h e  company moved back, moved by 
your p o s i t i o n .  You should 've f a l l e n  i n  wi th  t h e  company and moved 
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on up nor th  t o  a f a i r l y  l a r g e  a r e a  up t h e r e ,  where a l o t  of v i l l -
ages--I mean some l a r g e  v i l l a g e s  were loca ted .  T h a t ' s  on t h a t  
s p i t  t h a t  goes o u t  t h e r e .  

A.  Yeah, it curves.  

A. Right ,  yeah. 

Q Y e s .  What d i d  your platoon do when you g o t  up t h e r e ?  

A. We--let's see--our p la toon,  I know w e  went through 
k ind  of another  body of  water  aga in ,  t h e  f i n a l  part-. And from 
t h e r e  t o  t h e  v i l l a g e - - i t  was a p r e t t y  good-sized village--we 
took everybody and w e  j u s t  swept back t o  t h e  beach. And there--
our  company w a s  and had all--I d o n ' t  know how many people t h e r e  
were, b u t  t h e r e  was q u i t e  a few of them, I know. And t h e  o t h e r  
p la toons  d i d  t h e  same t h i n g ,  cause we a l l  backed and t h e r e  was 
an awful l o t  of people t h e r e ,  women and k ids  and men. 

Q Well, when you went--on t h e  way up t h e r e ,  d i d  you
remember r ece iv ing  an o rde r  o r  anything n o t  t o  burn any more 
hootches  ? 

A .  We could have, b u t  I know w e  d i d n ' t  burn any of those  
hootches up t h e r e .  But i f  w e  were given a d i r e c t  o rde r  n o t  t o ,  
we d i d n ' t .  I know t h e r e  wasnrt--we d i d n ' t  burn no hootches i n  our 
p la toon,  as far as I knaw. I d i d n ' t  see any f i r e s .  

Q And do you remember a medical team coming i n  t h e r e ?  

A. No. I d i d n ' t  n o t i c e  any coming i n .  I d o n ' t  know. 

Q You w e r e  down on t h e  beach probably.  Do you remenber 
any ARVN's  j o in ing  you up t h e r e ,  ARVN personnel?  

A. I saw a couple.  I d o n ' t  know how many t h e r e  were, b u t  
it seems l i k e  they w e r e  w i t h  t h e  CP group. And then  we j u s t  
set up our  s e c u r i t y .  

Q You g o t  through sweeping nor th  through t h e s e  v i l l a g e s
and moving t h e  people over  t h a t  af ternoon and went i n t o  a l a a g e r  
p o s i t i o n  t h a t  n i g h t .  

APP T-329 
1 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

A. Right.  

Q You d o n ' t  remember anything unusual happening t h a t  
af ternoon? 

A. No. It was a l o t  of  walking. 

Q And t h a t  n i g h t  you had a  mor tar  a t t a c k  about 0100 
i n  t h e  morning. 

Q. ( In terpos ing)  One man k i l l e d  and--

A. ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )  Right.  

Q ( In te rpos ing)  Three o r  f o u r  wounded. Was t h e r e  
any smal l  a r m s  f i r e  coming i n ,  i n  conjunct ion wi th  t h a t  
mortar . a t t a c k ?  

A. Yeah. 

Q Where was i t  coming from? 

A. S t r a i g h t  on, s t r a i g h t ,  from our  p o s i t i o n ,  same p l a c e  
t h e  mor tars  w e r e  coming from, I imagine. 

2 Do you renember any a i r - t ~ - g r o u n d  fire f r o m  a-sly sup-
p o r t i n g  a i r c r a f t ?  

A. Oh yeah. Y e s ,  de f in i t e ly - .  

Q I understand t h e r e  was another  round t h a t  came i n  
about 0400  i n  t h e  ,morning. About 3 hours l a t e r .  You d o n ' t  re-
member t h a t ?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember t h a t ,  no. 

Q All r i g h t ,  t h e  nex t  morning, do you r e c a l l  s ee ing  
any p r i s o n e r s  be ing  i n t e r r o g a t e d ?  Do you r e c a l l  s ee ing  any p r i -
soners?  

A. Yeah, t h e r e  was a couple p r i s o n e r s  'cause I know--
w e l l ,  before  we  g o t  ready t o  CA o u t ,  when t h e  choppers were going 
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t o  come i n ,  they walked up and down t h e  a rea .  

Q Who walked up and down t h e  a r e a ?  

A. The Vietnamese. 

Q What do you mean "They walked up and down t h e  a rea"?  

A. Where t h e  choppers were going t o  come i n ,  i f  t h e r e  
w a s  booby t r a p s ,  they would have had them set  off. 

Q Oh I s e e .  Were these  prisoners--did they seem t o  
be a l l  s i g h t ,  o r  were they  p r e t t y  w e l l  b e a t  up? 

A. They . d i d n ' t  seem b e a t  up. 

Q What happened t o  t h e  p r i s o n e r s ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know whether they took them o u t  i n  t h e  chop-
p e r s  o r  what, cause we  p u l l e d  s e c u r i t y ,  w e  were t h e  l a s t  ones 
o u t  t h a t  day. 

Q. Did you e v e r  see t h a t  man i n  Exh ib i t  P-215? 

A. I d o n ' t  know. I c o u l d n ' t  pick one from another .  I 
r e a l l y  cou ldn ' t .  I d o n ' t  know. 

I 
I 

Q Did you s e e  any i n t e r r o g a t i o n s  going on? , 

A .  W e l l  l i k e  I s a i d ,  when w e  come i n  wi th  t h e  people,  
w e  just--they stayed n e a r  t h e  beach--

( In terpos ing)  No, t h a t ' s  the  next  morning now. 

A .  O h ,  t h e  next  morning. You mean t h e  morning w e  w e r e  
g e t t i n g  ready t o  l eave?  

Q Y e s .  

A. N o ,  I d i d n ' t  see any cause I was o f f  t o  t h e  side 
again. 

Q They moved t h e  i s t  Platoon o u t  of t h e r e  and took 
them back t o - - i t  w a s  t h e  1st Platoon,  yes--they moved t h e  1st 
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Platoon o u t  of t h e r e  and took it back t o  Uptight and t h e  rest 
of t h e  company went back to--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  Dot t ie .  

Q Dot t i e .  Do you remember i f  they took any de ta inees  
o r  p r i soners  o u t  with them when they  l e f t ?  

A. I donDt know, because I was always on t h e  l a s t  chop-
p e r  t o  l e a v e ,  and I d o n ' t  know, you know l i k e  I s a i d ,  I was p u l l -
ing  s e c u r i t y  whi le  t h e  choppers came i n  and I d i d n ' t  no t i ce .  

&. How was t h e  company e x t r a c t e d ?  Was it more than 
one chopper used? How many choppers came i n ?  O r  d i d  they j u s t  
s h u t t l e ?  

A. No, I imagine t h e r e  was more than  one. Then again ,  
I know t h e  chopper t h a t  I g o t  on, it was only a  few of us l e f t ,  
Captain MICHLES, myself ,  R T O ' s ,  f o u r  o r  f i v e  of  us l e f t .  Cause 
I remember he had me--I saw t h e  machine--I was on t h e  machine-
gun and he had me p u l l i n g  s e c u r i t y  Lhis way. And then t he  
chopper came i n  and he s a i d ,  "Well now you g o t  t o  go over  t h e r e , "  
and I remember I had t o  g e t  up everytime and run t o  t h i s  p lace  
then  run back t o  t h i s  p lace .  And I was, you know, l a s t  t o  go 
o u t  on t h e  chopper. And I don't--I  imagine j u s t  t h e  one chopper 
t h a t  I got--whether it was s h u t t l e  o r  a group of  them when they 
came i n .  

Q Do you have any knowledge of  any i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  o r  
i n q u i r i e s  be ing  made a f t e r  t h i s  opera t ion?  Af te r  t h i s  one? 

A. Afte r  t h e  opera t ion?  

Q. Yes, while  you were s t i l l  i n  Vietnam? 

A. Yeah. There was--now t h i s  is a rumor. I d o n ' t  know, 
you know, you h e a r  one t h i n g  and another .  H e  s a i d  t h a t  Captain 
MEDINA was supposedly under i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and they were going 
t o  do something t o  him o r  check i n t o  it. I d o n ' t  know. 

Q Where'd you h e a r  t h a t ?  

A. O h  I--it was--I d o n ' t  know any s p e c i f i c  time. I 
d i d  hear  it. 

3 1 .  - .  
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Q =  What was he under i n v e s t i g a t i o n  f o r ?  

A. They s a i d  t h a t  they  were turned in--or s h o t  up a 
v i l l a g e  o r  something, c i v i l i a n s  o r  something they  s a i d .  I d o n ' t  
know. 

Q That w a s  going around B Company? 

A. W e l l ,  I heard it--

Q - ( In te rpos ing)  Where'd you h e a r  i t ?  

A. It must have been i n  my company. They're  t h e  only 
ones t h a t  I w a s  with.  

Q When d i d  you h e a r  i t ?  

A. I t  wasn ' t  much a f t e r  t h e  opera t ion ,  because I re-
member I d i d  h e a r  i t ,  b u t  then  t h a t  was, you know, I never heard  
no more about i t ,  anything e l s e  about it f o r  t h e  r e s t  of t h e  
time I was t h e r e .  U n t i l  it was brought up h e r e  a t  t h e  beginning 
of t h i s  inques t .  a 

And where'd you h e a r  i t ?  Did you h e a r  it a t  Up-
CL

Q F 

t i g h t  o r  Dot t i e  o r ?  
U 

4 

A. That I cannot-- .Y 

3..\ 

(~n~erFosing)Do ~ 7 - v - p - e - 7Q ,,!,,,,n t he  cfrewxstances  ur,der :?hick 
you heard i t ?  

A. No, j u s t  t h a t ,  I d o n ' t  know who it was. It was j u s t  
:nother s o l d i e r .  It had t o  be a f r i e n d  of mine somewhere unless  
somebody got--going to--eating up a t  Dot t i e  o r  something, I d o n ' t  
know. I just remember he s a i d  +&at t h e  c a p t a i n  from Char l i e  Cox-
pany; MEDINA, was pu t  under i n v e s t i g a t i o n  f o r  something and they 
were going t o  check i n t o  it o r  something'. 

9 

Q And do you know of  anyone who was eve r  quest ioned 
on t h i s  opera t ion  o r  concerning t h i s  opera t ion  whi le  you w e r e  
i n  Vietnam? 

A. No. I never  heard any more--anything e l s e  about it. 
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Q- Never saw anybody coming around asking ques t ions?  

A. No. 

Q Anybody e v e r  t e l l  you t o  keep q u i e t  about what hap-
pened on t h i s  opera t ion?  

A. No. 

Q Were you ever  t o l d  n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  anything t h a t  hap-
pened on this opera t ion  o r  nothing? 

A .  N O ,  never.  

B e  Did you e v e r  h e a r  o r  s e e  U.S. o r  ARVN t o r t u r i n g  VC 
suspec t s  o r  PW1s? 

A. No. They t r i e d  s c a r i n g  them, I know, b u t  they never 
harmed them. This i n  not--on d i f f e r e n t  t imes ,  you know. 

Q How about this apera t ion?  

A. No. 

Q Did you know if t h e r e  was a problem wi th  marijuana
i n  B Company? 

A. 1 know t h e r e  was personnel  t h a t  did-- l ike w e  d i d  
go i n t o  a r e a s  t h a t  t h e r e  was some t h a t  were smokinq it. But 
I never r e c a l l  anybody ou t  i n  t h e  f i e l d  on an opera t ion  smoking
:.L 

Q Do you have any f u r t h e r  s ta tements  o r  testimony t h a t  
might a s s i s t  us i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A. No. 

Q Thank you very much. Appreciate your coming. 

A. Thank you. 

Q M r .  MAHR, I reques t  t h a t  you n o t  d i s c u s s  your 
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testimony during this investigation with others, including 
other witnesses that m a y  be called in here, except as you 
may be required to do so before a judicial or legislative 
body. 

A. O k a y .  

(The hearing recessed at 1700 hours, 5 February 
1970.) , 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: MCCLOUD, F r a n k l i n  A. 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 11 February 1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED O F :  N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 1 6  MARCH 1968: P la toon  Leader,  

Thi rd  P la toon ,  B/4/3. 


1. PRIOR TRAINING I N  THE RULES OF LAND WARFARE. 

M r .  MCCLOUD had seen t h e  MACV ca rds  "Nine Rules" 
and "The Enemy i n  Your Hands" (pgs. 3 ,  4 ) .  H e  pe r sona l ly  
i s s u e d  "Nine Rules" t o  a l l  members of t h e  t h i r d  p l a toon ,  
b u t  he d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  "The Enemy in Your Bands" being i s s u e d  
(pgs. 3 ,  4 )  . A c l a s s  was g iven  i n  conjunct ion  wi th  t h e  

''Nine Rules" (pg. 4 )  . H e  a l s o  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  c l a s s e s  w e r e  

g iven on l e g a l  ve r sus  i l l e g a l  o r d e r s  (pgs.  2 ,  3 ) .  Recon 

by f i r e  was never al lowed i n  i n h a b i t e d  a r e a s  (pg. 1 7 ) .  

I f  f i r e  was r ece ived  from a  v i l l a g e ,  they  would a t tempt  

t o  p i n p o i n t  it b e f o r e  r e t u r n i n g  f i r e  (pg. 18) . 

2. PREOPERATIONAL PLANS AND BRIEFINGS. 

Capta in  MICHLES b r i e f e d  t h e  p l a toon  l e a d e r s  on 
15 March. The w i t n e s s ,  a s e r g e a n t ,  was a c t i n g  p la toon  
l e a d e r  because ~ i e u t e n a n t  CARTER was h o s p i t a l i z e d  (pg.2) .  
H e  t o l d  them t h a t  they w e r e  going i n t o  P i n k v i l l e .  I t  would 
b e  a s e a r c h  and d e s t r o y  miss ion  (pg.  5 ) .  H e  could n o t  r e c a l l  
i f  t h e  p l a toon  s e r g e a n t s  were p r e s e n t  a t  t h e  b r i e f i n g .  

, O r d i n a r i l y  t h q w e r e  n o t p r e s e n t  when MICHLES gave h i s  b r i e f i n g  
(pg. 9 ) .  MICHLES a l s o  s a i d  t h a t  a Hel ix  a i r c r a f t  had flown 
over t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  a r e a  and advised t h e  populace t o  move 
o u t  o r  be  cons idered  VC s u s p e c t s  (pgs.  5-9) .  The wi tness  
could h e a r  t h e s e  b roadcas t s  a t  LZ u p t i g h t  (pgs.  6 ,  7) . 
MICHLES l i k e w i s e  i n s t r u c t e d  t h e  p l a toon  l e a d e r s  t h a t  t h e  
Vietnamese i n  P i n k v i l l e  were t o  be  handled as PW's 
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(pgs. 5 ,  8, 1 2 ,  13) . This meant t h a t  they were t o  be 
tagged and separa ted  (pgs.  12,  1 3 ) .  Buildings were t o  be 
destroyed and tunnel  and bunker en t rances  were t o  be 
sea led  (pg. 1 0 ) .  No i n s t r u c t i o n s  were given regarding  
foodstock,except caches were t o  be evacuated, b u t  t h i s  
was normal (pg. 11). MCCLOUD d i d  no t  expect  a s i z e a b l e  
enemy fo rce .  He r e l a t e d  t h a t  on p a s t  opera t ions  t h e r e  
had been only boabytraps , women and c h i l d r e n  i n  t h e  a r e a  
(pg. 1 3 ) .  The members of B/4/3 hated t o  go i n t o  t h i s  a r e a  
because of t h e  mines and boobytraps (pg. 1 4 )  . 
3. B/4/3 COMBAT OPERATIONS, 16-19 MARCH 1968. 

a .  A c t i v i t i e s  on 1 6  March. 

MCCLOUD went i n t o  t h e  LZ on t h e  second l i f t  
(pgs. 17,  1 9 ) .  He r e c a l l e d  t h a t  t h e  LZ was i n  a cemetery 
(pg. 20) .  The t h i r d  p la toon moved o u t  immediately (pg. 2 4 ) .  
Lieutenant  COCHRAN was k i l l e d  as  he was forming h i s  p la toon 
on l i n e  t o  sweep P i n k v i l l e  (pg. 2 4 ) .  He r e c a l l e d  t h a t  
Lieutenant  Colonel BARKER'S C&C s h i p  evacuated COCHRAN 
(pg. 2 9 ) .  The second and t h i r d  platoons were t o  move i n t o  
P i n k v i l l e  on l i n e  (pgs. 25, 30) .  MCCLOUD d id  n o t  remember -3' 
a change i n  o rde r s  (pg. 3 3 ) .  However, ~ i n k v i l l ewas n o t  F 
swept (pg. 33) . He heard over  t h e  r a d i o  t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  d 
platoon rece ived  a few rounds i n  t h e i r  s e c t o r  near  t h e  
br idge  (pgs .  33 ,  3 4 )  . i:e haard :iring i n  t h a t  d i r e c t i o n ,  N 
b u t  he d i d  n o t  know i f  it was f r i e n d l y  o r  enemy (pg. 33) .  ?&I 
MCCLOUD r e c a l l e d  see ing  de ta inees  a t  t h e  l aager  s i t e ,  b u t  
he thought they were evacuated t h e  next  morning (pg. 3 7 ) .  
That af ternoon B/4/3 joined ~ / 1 / 2 0  i n  a n i g h t  defens ive  
p o s i t i o n .  He r e c a l l e d  i n t e r p r e t e r s  and an M I  team being 
with C/1/20 (pgs. 35-40) . He d i d  not s e e  a r y  PW's i n t e r r o g a t e d  
(pg. 40) .  The squad l eader s  were informed t h a t  n i g h t  
t h a t  B/4/3 would l i n k  up with t h e  f i r s t  p l a toon  on t h e  east 
s i d e  of t h e  b r idge  t h e  next  morning (pg. 48) . 

b. ~ c t i v i t i e son 17 March. 

MCCLOUD r e c a l l e d  t h a t  a s  B/4/3 was moving toward 
t h e  b r idge  t o  l i n k  with the f i r s t  p la toon he rece ived  word 
over t h e  r a d i o  t h a t  TAYLOR had h i s  f o o t  blown o f f  by a 
mine (pgs. 4 1 ,  4 2 )  . The t h i r d  p la toon received o rde r s  t o  
s t a n d  f a s t  u n t i l  a minesweep team c lea red  t h e  b r idge  
(pgs. 42, 43) .  The wi tness  remembered t h a t  two gunships 
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came on s t a t i o n  and s t r a f e d  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of t h e  b r i d g e  
(pgs. 45, 46) . TAYLOR w a s  evacuated p r i o r  t o  t h e  gunships  ' 
a r r i v a l  (pg. 4 6 ) .  A f t e r  c r o s s i n g  t h e  b r i d g e ,  MCCLOUD 
s a w  no bod ie s  o r  f r e s h  graves  (pg. 5 0 ) .  An o l d  woman 
accompanied t h e  f i r s t  p l a t o o n  (pg. 49) . The w i t n e s s  
claimed t h a t  h e  took h i s  p l a t o o n  n o r t h  on 17 March wh i l e  t h e  
second and t h i r d  p l a toons  moved s o u t h  (pgs .  48-50). The 
mor ta r  p l a t o o n  remained a t  t h e  b r i d g e  (pg. 5 1 ) .  H e  
t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  t h e  t h i r d  p l a t o o n ,  minus one squad,  moved 
northward t o  Ky Xuyen (pgs .  50, 5 4 ) .  and t o  a  demolished 
b r i d g e  s o u t h e a s t  of My Lai  ( 2 )  where they  se t  up b lock ing  
p o s i t i o n s  (pg .51) .  One of  t h e  p l a t o o n ' s  squads remained 
w i t h  t h e  mor ta r  p l a t o o n  (pg. 54) . However, t hey  moved back 
sou th  and l a a g e r e d  w i t h  t h e  mor ta r  p l a t o o n  a t  t h e  b r i d g e  
nea r  t h e  16 March LZ (pgs.  51,  5 2 ) .  That  day they  found t h e  
body of a Vietnamese woman (pgs .  53,  5 5 ) .  P r i o r  t o  t h e  
t h i r d  p l a t o o n ' s  s e p a r a t i o n  from ~ / 4 / 3 ,  ~ i e u t e n a n tLEWIS 
joined t h e  company. H e  thought  a phs tographer  might  a l s o  
have jo ined  them (pg. 5 6 ) .  No one mentioned s e e i n g  bodies  
i n  My Khe ( 4 )  (pg. 5 9 ) .  He d i d  n o t  hea r  any r e p o r t s  abou t  
t h e  f i r s t  p l a t o o n ' s  a c t i o n s  on 16 March (pg. 60 ) .  

c. A c t i v i t i e s  on 18-19 March. 

The t h i r d  p l a t o o n  d i scove red  and had evacuated a 
3,000 pound r i c e  cache near  t h e  dead woman (pgs .  55, 5 8 ) .  
B/4/3 moved n o r t h  and r e j o i n e d  McCLOUD'S p l a t o o n  (pg .55 ) .  
B/4/3 moved n o r t h  t o  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of Ky Xuyen (1) and 
An Ky (pg. 60) . MICHLES i n s t r u c t e d  them t o  g a t h e r  up t h e  
populace a long  t h e  beach f o r  a MEDCAP (pgs .  6 0 ,  6 4 ) .  is 
p l a t o o n  went a s  f a r  n o r t h  a s  Ky Xuyen ( 2 )  (pgs .  56,  64) . 
Another p l a toon  a c t e d  a s  s e c u r i t y  f o r  t h e  CP (pg.  62) . 
H i s  m i s s ion  took  up most of  t h e  day. H e  remembered 
Na t iona l  P o l i c e  and M I  pe r sonne l  a t  t h e i r  l a a g e r  p o s i t i o n  
when they  a r r i v e d  t h e r e  (pg. 6 4 ) .  A f t e r  t h e  mor t a r  a t t a c k  
t h a t  n i g h t  k i l l i n g  MILUS, he  r e c a l l e d  no incoming smal l  arms 
f i r e  (pg.  6 7 ) .  He d i d  n o t  s e e  t h e  d e t a i n e e s  be ing  
i n t e r r o g a t e d  t h e  fo l lowing  morning (pg. 6 8 ) .  He d i d  n o t  
r e c a l l  an  o r d e r  t o  s t o p  the burn ing .  

4.  INQUIRIES CONCERNING THE OPERATION. 

The w i t n e s s  was never  ques t ioned  about  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  
p r i o r  t o  h i s  appearance b e f o r e  t h e  Pee r s  I n q u i r y ,  nor d i d  
h e  know anyone who was (pg. 6 9 ) .  H e  never  hea rd  t h a t  
c i v i l i a n s  had been u n n e c e s s a r i l y  k i l l e d  on t h e  16-19 March 
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o p e r a t i o n  (pg. 6 9 ) .  MCCLOUD was never  t o l d  n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  
t h e  o p e r a t i o n  (pg.  6 9 ) .  He had no knowledge t h a t  t h i s  
o p e r a t i o n  had been p rev ious ly  i n v e s t i g a t e d  (pg.  7 0 ) .  

5. OTHER INFORMATION. 

a.  He d i d  n o t  know of  mar i juana  be ing  a problem i n  
B/4/3  (pg- 69) 

b .  MCCLOUD never  s a w  U.S. or ARVN s o l d i e r s  t o r t u r e  
a d e t a i n e e  (pg. 7 0 ) .  

c. Anytime t h e  witness t u rned  i n  a body coun t ,  h e  
counted t h e  bod ie s  h imse l f  (pg. 71) . H e  never  r e p o r t e d  a 
baby as a n  enemy K I A  (pg. 7 2 ) .  I f  a r t i l l e r y  k i l l e d  a 
noncombatant, a s e p a r a t e  r e p o r t  was t o  b e  made (pg. 7 3 )  . 
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EXHIBITS 

EXHIBIT 
NUMBER DESCRIPTION NOTES Z 

PAGES 
' i t  had seen .  This  

M-2 MACV Card "Nine Rules" a r d  was i s s u e d  t o  3 
la11 m e m b e r s  of t h e  
t h i r d  p l a t o o n  i n  
~ a w a i i .  

r I I 

P-38 
I 
( ~ i s c e l l a n e o u s. - Scene 

t w i t  i d e n t i f i e d  
Ithe LZ. 
l W i t  i d e n t i t i e d  

as 

as 
1 
I 

35 

P-20 Miscel laneous Scene t h e  CP group.  36 
W i t  i d e n t i t i e d  

P-23 Miscel laneous Scene MICHLES and h i s  RTO 36,37 
P r i n t s  of CONGLETON's W i t  i d e n t i f i e d  t h e  

P-207 s l i d e s  LZ . 20 
P r i n t s  o f  CGNGLETON's W i t  i d e n t i k l e d  

P-208 s l i d e s  PW's nea r  t h e  37 
1 6  March l a a g e r  
s i t e .  

P r i n t s  cf COMGLETON' s W i t  recognized as a 
P-215 s l i d e s  d e t a i n e e  on 1 9  Mar. 68 

P-225 
A e r i a l  photo anno ta t ed  
by MCCLOUD 

W i t  anno ta t ed  
a e r i a l  photo depict .-  
i n q  h l s  movements 

70 

1 6 ~ 1 9  March. 
Ente red  l n t o  
evidence.  
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he h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  0944 hou r s ,  11 
February  19 70.  ) 

COL WILSON: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR: The fol lowing-  named pe r sons  are p r e s e n t :  COL 
WILSON, LTC NOLL, and MAJ THOMAS. 

The f i r s t  w i t n e s s  i s  M r .  F r a n k l i n  MCCLOUD. 

(MR MCCLOUD w a s  c a l l e d  a s  a w i t n e s s ,  w a s  sworn 
and t e s t i f i e d  as fo l l ows : )  

RCDR: P l e a s e  s ta te  you r  complete  name, occupa t i on ,  
and r e s i d e n c e ?  

A. MCCLOUD, F r a n k l i n  A . ,  1116 South  McDonald S t r e e t ,  
A t t i c a ,  I n d i a n a .  

RCDR: And your  occupa t i on?  

A.  I ' m  a s tee l  melter a t  H a r r i s o n  S t e e l .  

Q. M r .  MCCLOUD, d i d  you have an o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  
r e a d  t h e  i n fo rma t ion  s h e e t  t h a t  w e  passed. o u t ?  

A. Y e s  s i r ,  I r e a d  it. 

Q. A s  d e s i r e d ,  you gave him E x h i b i t  M-81 ( speak ing  
t o  r e c o r d e r )  ? 

RCDR : Y e s ,  s ir .  
I 

COL WILSON: You unde r s t and  t h a t  t h i s  i s  an i n t e r v i e w  team 
from Genera l  PEERS' i n q u i r y ?  

A.  Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q e  Okay. The p rocedure  w e ' l l  u s e ,  i s  s t a t e d ,  chrono-
l o g i c a l - - a s  w e  developed t h i n g s  i n  sequence o f  1 6 ,  1 7 ,  1 8 ,  
19 March, e x c e p t  f o r  a couple  of  q u e s t i o n s  on t r a i n i n g  and 
w e ' l l  a sk  them immediate ly .  Have you d i s c u s s e d  t h i s  
o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  anybody from you r  u n i t  p r i o r  t o  coming t o  t h i s  
h e a r i n g ?  
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A. No, sir. 

a - What was your assignment on 16 March 1968? 

A. I was a p la toon se rgean t .  

Q - Of which p la toon?  

A. 3d. 

Q - B/4/3? 

A. Yes, sir.  

Q - Who was t h e  p la toon leader?  

A. Lieutenant  CARTER. 

Q - Well, L ieutenant  CARTER was i n  t h e  h o s p i t a l  a t  
t h a t  time? 

A. I would be t h e  p la toon l eader  then.  

Were you with t h e  11th  Brigade i n  Hawaii? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q = During the  t i m e  t h a t  yon were with t h e  b r igzds  
o r  anytime i n  t h e  m i l i t a r y  have you ever  had a c l a s s  t h a t  
r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  l e g a l i t y  of o rde r s  o r  t h e  l e g a l i t y  versus  
t h e  i l l e g a l i t y  of o rde r s?  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q.  - Legal versus  i l l e g a l  orders?  

A. Y e s .  

Q Would you t e l l  me what you heard on t h e  s u b j e c t ?  

A. I t ' s  been a long t ime,  s i r ,  I ' m  l i k e l y  t o  have 
f o r g o t t e n  a l o t  of t h a t  s t u f f .  I t ' s  hard t o  say.  I do re-
member g e t t i n g  c l a s s e s  of t h a t  na tu re ,  b u t  what t h e  c l a s s  
a c t u a l l y  s a i d ,  I d o n ' t  remember. But I do remember them 
giv ing  us c l a s s e s  on a l l  those  t h i n g s ,  t h e r e  were about 2 or  
3 weeks of it, i f  I remember c o r r e c t l y .  
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Q e  
 You remember t h a t  s u b j e c t ?  

A. I remember t h e  names of them, b u t  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  
s u b j e c t s ,  no, sir. 

Q- Y e s .  You d o n ' t  remember anything on m i l i t a r y  
o rde r s ,  l e g a l  versus i l l e g a l ?  

A. They t o l d  us  t o  do what we were t o l d .  

Q- Yes. I have a couple of  e x h i b i t s  here ;  t h e y ' r e  
MACV pocket-s ize cards .  Exh ib i t  M-2 i s  e n t i t l e d  "Nine Rules." 
Have you ever  seen t h a t  card? 

(COL WILSON handed t h e  card  t o  t h e  wi tness . )  

A. I c a r r i e d  one with m e  a l l  t h e  t ime I was over t h e r e .  

8. Where d i d  you g e t  t h e  card?  

A. From t h e  f i r s t  s e rgean t .  

&. I n  Hawaii or a f t e r  you a r r i v e d ?  

A. I n  H a w a i i .  

9. Was it i s sued  o u t  t o  everbody? 

A. Yes, s i r ,  

9- How was it issued?  

A. I t  was i s sued  t o  t h e  p la toon se rgean t s  and t h e  
p la toon se rgean t s  made s u r e  each man g o t  one. 

Q s  That w a s  t h e  method of i s s u e ?  

A. Yes, sir.  

Q. And you go t  them f o r  your platoon? 

A.  Yes, sir. 


Q- And you passed them o u t  t o  your members? 
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A. And I c a r r i e d  a couple of e x t r a s  i n  case  some-
body l o s t  one I had given him. 

Q - And these  were i s sued  before  going t o  Vietnam? 

A. Yes, sir. . .  

Q This i s  Exh ib i t  M-3  which i s  e n t i t l e d  "Enemy i n  
Your Hands." Have you ever  seen t h a t  before?  

(COL WILSON handed t h e  card  t o  t h e  wi tness . )  

A. I ' m  n o t  going t o  say ,  s i r , . b e c a u s e  I d o n ' t  know. 
Well, I ' v e  seen t h i s  ca rd ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  they were 
a l l  handed ou t .  

Q You d o n ' t  remember be ing  i s sued  t h a t  ca rd  then? 

A. No. 

Q. Were t h e r e  any o t h e r  cards  i s s u e d  t h a t  you re-
member a s i d e  from t h e  "Nine Rules"? 

A. We were i s s u e d  q u i t e  a few ca rds ,  Code of Con-
duc t ,  t h i s  one. 

Q- W e l l ,  a l l  r i g h t ,  on t h e  "Nine Rules" ca rd ,  was 
t h e r e  any c l a s s  given i n  conjunct ion with t h i s  card  or--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  Yes. 

s- There was a c l a s s ?  Who gave t h e  c l a s s ?  

A- - I t  was one of our  p la toon l eader s .  

Q. I t  was somebody from t h e  company then? 

A. Yes, s i r ,  b u t  which one I d o n ' t  remember. 

Q- Sergeant  MCCLOUD, I ' d  l i k e  t o ,  from t h e  f i r s t  
s e r i e s  of ques t ions ,  g e t  what you can r e c a l l  about t h e  
b r i e f i n g  t h a t  was given p r i o r  t o  t h i s  ques t ion .  We' l l  ask 
you t o  t e l l  us what you remember about t h e  opera t ion .  I ' l l  
tell you what we know and then w e ' l l  walk through it, day by 
day. 
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But I want t o  t r y - - c l e a r l y  t o  sepa ra te  what you 
were t o l d  from what a c t u a l l y  happened. You understand what 
I mean? I n  o t h e r  words, j u s t  what you were t o l d ,  what you 
were b r i e f e d  on about t h e  opera t ion ,  what was going t o  occur.  
We' l l  go back t o  LZ Uptight on t h e  1 5 t h  of March, and I want 
t o  de f ine  t h i s  opera t ion .  The b e s t  way i s  d e f i n e  it a s  t h e  
opera t ion  when Lieutenant  COCHRAN was k i l l e d  t h e  f i r s t  day 
and MILUS was k i l l e d  t h e  l a s t  day. I t ' s  t h a t  ope ra t ion  I ' m  
t a l k i n g  about ,  per iod 1 6  through 19 March. You g o t  t h a t  
f ixed-- tha t  time per iod  f ixed?  

A. Yeah. 

Q- Okay. So back a t  Uptight on 15  March. Would 
you expla in  t o  me who informed you of t h i s  opera t ion  and 
what orders  you were given? 

A. Well, our company commander, Captain MICHLES 
s e n t  t h e  runners  around t o  g e t  a l l  t h e  p la toon l eader s ;  He 
wanted t o  see  them up a t  t h e  C P ,  t o  i s s u e  t h e  o rde r s .  A s  
f a r  a s  I can remember we were t o  go i n t o  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  
a r e a ,  search  and des t roy  everyth ing  and t h e  personnel  we were 
t o  handle w e r e  PW's. That a Helix had been f l y i n g  around 
t h e r e  f o r  a week, 2 weeks making it known t h a t  we were going 
t o  move i n t o  t h a t  a r e a  and des t roy  it. The c i v i l i a n  people 
were t o  move o u t ,  s t a y  ou t  otherwise they would be d e a l t  
with accordingly as  p r i s o n e r s  of war. 

(r. Now, l e t  me pursue t h i s  a minute? Helix i s  a 
FAC a i r c r a f t ,  Forward A i r  C o n t r o l l e r ,  who c o n t r o l s  t a r g e t s .  
What w a s  Helix doing t o  make them know t h e  a r e a  would be de- 
s t royed?  

A. W e l l ,  they  had a recording  on it i n  t h e  Vietnamese 
language, f lew around t h e  a r e a  and w i t h  loud speakers  l e t  them 
know. 

Q. Who t o l d  you t h i s ?  

A. Our company commander. 

a. He t o l d  you t h i s  a t  t h e  b r i e f i n g ?  

A. He t o l d  us why, and then he a l s o  explained it s o  
we'd know what was going t o  be coming o f f  i n  2 weeks, ahead of  
time. 
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Q Know what was going t o  be coming o f f ?  

A. This opera t ion .  

Q- Did you hear  about t h e  opera t ion  2 weeks before  
it was t o .  begin? 

A. Not p a r t i c u l a r l y  heard about it from a c e r t a i n  
person, b u t  it was s a i d ,  through the  grapevine o r  whatever 
you want t o  c a l l  it, t h a t  w e  would be going i n t o  t h a t  a r e a  
i n  about 2 weeks. 

Q Okay. Then what you heard was t h a t  you were 
going i n t o  the  P i n k v i l l e  a r e a  i n  a couple of weeks? 

A.  Yes. We hated  t h a t .  

Q. And then--what? 

A. We hated  t h a t .  

Q. Yes. And then  what e l s e  were you going t o  say?
Would it have something t o  do with t h i s  propaganda more o r  
l e s s ?  

A. More o r  l e s s ,  propaganda, s ir .  

W e l l ,  di2 ycu hear tha t  2 veeks before  t h i s ?  

A. That we were going i n t o  the  a rea ,  s i r ?  

Q .  No, t h a t  t h i s  a i r c r a j t  was going t o  be broadcast-
ing?  

A.  ' Well t h a t ' s  what I ' m  t a l k i n g  about ,  s i r ,  it was 
t h a t  a i r c r a f t  t h a t  was broadcas t ing  a week o r  2 weeks p r i o r .  

Q Did you ever  hear  it broadcast?  

A. Yes, sir, everyday. 

Q. You heard it everyday? I n  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  a r e a ? .  

A. Yes. I was only 3,000 meters from it. 
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Q- Yes. But it was down t h e r e  everyday, t h i s  is  
what I q m - -

A. ( In te rpos ing)  Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q- You r e f e r  t o  it as a He l ix ,  I don? think--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  It was a s p o t t e r  plane.  Tha t ' s  
what we always c a l l e d  it. The forward a i r  c o n t r o l .  

Q. I t ' s  a question--you may be r i g h t ,  t he  ques t ion
is  whether t h e  FAC would ever  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  any broadcast-
ing  though? What I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  say-- i t  could have been an-
o t h e r  a i r c r a f t  cou ldn ' t  i t ?  O r  was--well, you d e f i n i t e l y  
had it under observat ion a s  a--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  Well, we s tand t h e r e  on the  f i r e  
base,  sir and look r i g h t  over  it. 

Q. And you ' r e  looking at--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  I t ' s  the only t h i n g  f l y i n g  over 
i n  t h a t  a rea .  

Q And you ' r e  looking a t  an A i r  Force Birddog. Is 
t h a t  what it i s ?  81 o r  02?  

A. A l i t t l e - b i t t y  p r o p e l l e r  job? 

Q T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  Sometimes i t ' s  g o t  t h e  twin pro-
p e l l e r s  on t h e  back, the  new ones? 

A.  Well, I haven' t seen any of them. 

Q. Okay, b u t  i t ' s  an A i r  Force a i r c r a f t ?  

A. Right ,  sir.  

Q- And you heard it broadcas t ing  everyday? 

A. Y e s ,  sir.  Everyday t h a t  I was on t h e  h i l l  they 
were broadcast ing.  

Q- Now, l e t  me a s k  you t h i s .  Was t h i s  j u s t  during
t h i s  pe r iod  2 weeks p r i o r  t o  t h i s  opera t ion ,  o r  was t h i s  3 

(MCCLOUD) 7 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR O F F I C I A L  USE ONLY 

weeks, o r  4 ,  o r  6 weeks p r i o r  t o  i t ?  Was t h i s  a r e g u l a r  
t h i n g  they d id  everyday, o r  was t h i s  something t h a t  happened 
j u s t  during t h i s  2 week period? 

A. J u s t  something t h a t  they had brought up i n  t h a t  
2-week per iod .  

Q- That ' s  r i g h t ?  

A. Although they  d i d  have planes f l y i n g  a l l  up and 
down making p e r i o d i c  announcements on t h e  S5 opera t ions ,  sir.  

Q Do you have any way of knowing what t h e  broad-
c a s t  cons i s t ed  o f ?  

A. A s  f a r  a s  I know it t o l d  them t o  move o u t  of t h a t  
a r e a  and i n t o  t h e  province on down by t h e  r i v e r  t h e r e ,  next  
t o  Duc Pho. 

Q Did you have any way of knowing t h a t  t h a t ' s  what 
was on t h e  tape  o r  broadcas t?  

A. N o ,  s i r ,  j u s t  what we were t o l d .  

Q There was s e v e r a l  types  of broadcast  t apes  t h a t  
they had f o r  propaganda purposes and I j u s t  wanted t o  be s u r e  
t h a t  t h i s  was t h e  purpose of t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  broadcas t?  And 
t h i s  i s  what you were to id?  

A. Yes, sir.  

Q. This i s  w h a t  Captain MICHLES t o l d  you, a t  t h a t  
b r i e f i n g ?  

A. Right,  s ir .  

Q And t h a t  t h e  people i n  t h a t  a r e a  would be con-
s i d e r e d  PWss? 

A,  Right s i x .  W e  ga thered  them a l l  up. 

Q Well, w a i t  now, l e t  me s t i l l  go back t o  t h e  b r i e f -
i n g  and ask you a couple of s p e c i f i c  ques t ions?  The b r i e f -
i n g  was given by Captain MICHLES. Was it given a t  h i s  CP 
bunker? 
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A. Yes, sir. 

Q And it was given t o  a l l  t h e  platoon l eader s?  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q And were t h e  p la toon se rgean t s  t h e r e ?  

A. I don ' t  remember i f  t h e  p la toon se rgean t s  were 
t h e r e  o r  not .  

A. ( In te rpos ing)  We were changing personnel  s o  
o f t e n  t h a t  it was hard t o  keep t r a c k  of everybody. 

Q- Y e s .  Would he--does he normally have t h e  platoon 
se rgean t s  t h e r e ?  

A. NO, sir .  

Q A l l  r i g h t .  Was h i s  headquar ters  o r  CP element 
t h e r e ,  r a d i o  o p e r a t o r s ,  medic? 

A. They were o u t s i d e ,  sir.  

'2- They were--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  The f i r s t  s e r g e a n t ,  I be l i eve  
was i n s i d e ;  h i s  R T O ' s  and medics were a l l  ou t s ide .  

Q. Anybody e l s e  t h e r e ,  bes ides  t h e  f i r s t  s e rgean t
and p la toon l e a d e r s ?  The supply se rgean t?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember--

Q . ( In te rpos ing)  Executive o f f i c e r ?  

A. ( In te rpos ing)  We g o t  a new one of those  every-
day. They came ou t  q u i t e  a b i t ,  b u t  i f  they  were t h e r e  I 
d o n ' t  remember it. 

Q Okay. What o r d e r s  were given concerning t h e  
d e s t r u c t i o n  of v i l l a g e s  and t h e  burning of v i l l a g e s ?  
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A.  We were told to destroy all the buildings and 
seal off the bunkers, and tunnels, and stuff. 

Q. When you say seal them off, do you mean just 
close down the entrances? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q And this was given in the briefing? 

A. Yes, sir. 

' Q. Was this a special instruction and not something 
that you'd do in normal operations? I mean you if you're go-
ing out from the fire base on a 3-day operation, you wouldn't 
normally go in and seal off all the tunnels and bunkers would 
you? 

A. No, sir. 

Q So when these type of instructions are given the 
first thing that they would trigger in my mind is, I'm going 
to need extra demolition? 

Right, sir. 

8 And so this is a special instruction for this 
operation; it isn't normally done? 

A. Right. 

(II Okay. How about the destruction of food stocks? 

A. - I believe we got it all bagged up and sent it 
back to the rear trains. 

Q- Any food stuff or--

A. (~nterposing) Rice and such 

Q a Civilian food stock? 

A. Yes. 

Q And what about--is this all food stock or excess? 
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How was t h i s  handled t h i s - - i n  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  a r e a  w e r e  you 
t o l d  t o  evacua te  a l l  food s t o c k ?  

A. A l l  we could f i n d .  

Q No matter what q u a n t i t y  was found? It  d i d n ' t  
have t o  be caches  o r  cou ld  it be j u s t  normal food t h a t ' s  i n  
t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. W e l l ,  no,  we always t r i e d  t o  f i n d  t h e i r  caches .  

&. Y e s .  

A.  But w e  wouldn ' t  b o t h e r  t h e i r  normal food t h a t  
t hey  might have l a y i n g  on t h e  ground. 

Q. W e l l ,  t h a t ' s  what I wanted t o  know, whether on 
t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  you were t o l d  t o  t a k e  a l l  t h e  food? 

A. No, sir. 

Q W e l l ,  t h e r e  w a s .  , no th ing  d i f f e r e n t  about  t h i s  t h a n  
any o t h e r  o p e r a t i o n  as fa r  as t h e  f i n d i n g  of  food caches  then?  

A .  N o .  

&- Okay. Now back t o  t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  of  b u i l d i n g s .  
Were t h e r e  any s p e c i f i c  methods d e s c r i b e d  t o  use  i n  des t roy-
i n g  b u i l d i n g s ?  

A .  No, sir.  

Q. And t h e s e  b u i l d i n g s  were not--were t h e  t o t a l  
b u i l d i n g s  i n  a v i l l a g e ?  , 

A. W e  burned them a l l  t o  t h e  ground. 

Q- Y e s ,  and t h e  methods you used t o  d e s t r o y  t h e  
v i l l a g e s  were f i r e ?  

A. Right ,  sir. 

a- You d i d n ' t .  u se  demol i t i ons  on t h e  b u i l d i n g s ?  

A. N o ,  sir. 

11 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

APP T-353 



FOR O F F I C I A L  USE ONLY 

Q The demoli t ions were used f o r  t h e  tunne l s  and 
bunkers? 

A. Right ,  s ir .  

Q You mentioned t h a t  t h e  people i n  t h e  a r e a  were 
t o  be t r e a t e d  as  PW,s. This  i s  a l i t t l e  d i f f e r e n t  from what 
normally happens on your opera t ions ,  i s n ' t  i t ?  

A. Right ,  sir. 

& And I g a t h e r b y  t h a t ,  t h a t  t h i s  i s  not .  a ques t ion
of sepa ra t ing  mi l i ta ry-age  males and passing them back, t h i s  
is  a ques t ion  of t ak ing  a l l  t h e  people t h e r e  and saying they  
a r e  p r i soners?  

A. Right. 

Q O r  VC suspects?  

A .  Right ,  s ir .  

Q Regardless of who they  a r e ,  o r  what t h e i r  age i s ,  
o r  what t h e i r  sex ,  o r  anything e l s e ?  

A .  Right,  sir. 

k ~ dthis w a s  piit I n  tlie b r i e f i n g ?  

A .  Yes, sir. 

Q By Captain MICHLES? 

(Witness nodded h i s  head i n  t h e  a f f i r m a t i v e . )  

Now i n  t r e a t i n g  them a s  PW's d i d  you understand 
t h a t  i n  each case  you would t a g  a l l  t h e s e  people? 

A. Yes, sir. 

9 Everyone of them t h a t  you found o u t  t h e r e  and 
what would you do with them a f t e r  you tagged them? 

A. We tagged them and separa ted  them. 
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Q. And then . . .  

A. There w a s n ' t  any th ing  t o  s e p a r a t i n g ,  because t h e y  
were a l l  women. 

Q- And then--now i n  t h e  b r i e f i n g  b e f o r e  you g o t  i n  
t h e r e  and--what w a s  this--what w a s  i n  your mind as t o  what 
w a s  t o  be  done wi th  them? Would they  a l l  be  passed  back? 
When you s e p a r a t e  them normal ly  y o u ' r e  t r y i n g  t o  weed o u t  t h e  
m i l i t a r y - a g e  males,  a r e n ' t  you? 

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q. But i f  a l l  o f  them. ' a re  t o  be VC s u s p e c t s  o r  PW's, 
would you--were you t h i n k i n g  t h a t  everybody t h a t  you found 
i n  t h e r e  had t o  be  s e n t  back? 

A. T h a t ' s  what I unders tood ,  s i r ,  

0. What w a s  t h e  enemy s i t u a t i o n  d e p i c t e d  by Capta in
MICHLES? Did he t e l l  you what s i z e  f o r c e  would be i n  t h e r e ?  

A. H e  mentioned it, I d o n ' t  recall  t h e  s i z e  of them 
or  anyth ing .  

Q What d i d  you e x p e c t  t o  be  t h e r e ?  

A. About what had been t h e r e  a l l  t h e  t i m e ,  booby t r a p s ,  
a bunch o f  women. 

Q. Well,  now what had you found t h e r e  i n  t h e  p a s t
w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  enemy s t r e n g t h ?  

A. Everytime we'd go i n  t h a t  area, s i r ,  w e  wouldn ' t  
f i n d  anyth ing .  There w a s n ' t  any th ing ,  b u t  a bunch of o l d  
women and l i t t l e - b i t t y  k i d s .  

Is t h a t  what you expec ted  t o  f i n d  t h i s  t ime? 

A. T h a t ' s  what I though t  would be  i n  t h e r e .  

Q- And once a g a i n ,  t h e s e  people  would b e  t r e a t e d  
as PW's? 

A; Y e s ,  s ir .  'AS VC s u s p e c t s .  
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Q - VC suspects?  Now you t o l d  me t h a t  when you 
heard about t h i s  opera t ion  coming o f f  2 weeks be fo re ,  it was 
t o  happen, you d i d n ' t  l i k e  it. Why d i d n ' t  you l i k e  i t ?  

A. Well, nobody l i k e d  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  a r e a ,  sir. 

Q And t h e  reason they d o n ' t  l i k e  t h e  a r e a  is n o t  
because of the  VC s t r e n g t h  down t h e r e  apparent ly ,  because 
you say t h e r e ' s  nothing down t h e r e ,  you never ran  i n t o  any-
th ing  down t h e r e .  What's the  reason they d o n ' t  l i k e  i t ?  

A. Them damn booby t r a p s ,  sir.  

Q Booby t r a p s  and mines, r i g h t ?  

A. Right,  s i r .  

Q Then t h i s  w a s  a l o t  worse then your normal opera-
t i o n a l  a r e a  a s  f a r  a s  those i tems a r e  concerned, i s  t h a t  
c o r r e c t ?  

A. Yes, ,sir. 

Q Now what was the  planned concept of opera t ion  for 
each of t h e  p la toons?  What were the  l s t ,  2d, and 3d Platoons 
supposed t o  do when they h i t  t h e  ground? 

A. Well, you want me t o  s t a t e  it a s  we h i t  , t h e  
ground? 

Q No, j u s t  what was told--what was s t a t e d  a t  t h e  
b r i e f i n g .  Because it may have been t h a t  t h e r e  was a change 
i n  what you were supposed t o  do and what you d i d .  

A. - Yeah. I d o n ' t  remember what he t o l d  us ,  bu t  I 
know what we d id .  

Q Well, l e t ' s  hold o f f  on t h a t  then. 

A. Yes, sir.  

Q. So you--but he d i d  say--he d i d  break o u t  t h e  
platoon assignments? 
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Y e s ,  he broke the--

( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Told them what t o  do? 

P la toon  ass ignments  down. 

90 Okay. Do you remember any s p e c i a l  i n s t r u c t i o n s  
t o  the mor ta r  p l a toon?  A s  t o  any preplanned f i r e s  o r  any-
t h i n g  l i k e  t h a t ?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember i f  t hey  s t a y e d  on t h e  h i l l  o r  
w i th  us ,  sir.  I know we  had t h e  preplanned f i r e  i f  we need-
ed it. 

Q Y e s .  

A. We always had t h a t .  

Q. Was it normal t o  have t h a t  mor ta r  set  up a t  t h e  
l and ing  zone? 

A. On a normal o p e r a t i o n ,  no,  sir. 

Q No. W e l l ,  you d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any s p e c i a l  i n s t r u c -
t i o n s  t o  the mor t a r s?  

A. No, sir. 

Q. Within your  p l a t o o n  what was t h e  p l a n  f o r  your 
squad ' s  ass ignments?  What d i d  you p l a n  t o  do when you h i t  
t h e  LZ? 

A. It w a s  planned for--as  soon a s  w e  h i t  t h e  LZ 
they  c l e a r e d  t h e  chopper area t o  l e t  t h e  choppers g e t  o u t  of 
t h e r e .  And then  they  would move on up i n t o  t h e  format ion  
t h a t  t h e y  were supposed t o .  

Q. What was t h e  format ion?  

A. It was a l i n e  format ion? 

Q. You were going t o  have them i n  column? 

A. NO, sir .  

(MCCLOUD) 15  APP T-353 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR O F F I C I A L  USE ONLY 
' A  

:j 

Q- You'd have them a b r e a s t ?  

No, sir. I had them i n  a l i n e  formation. 

Well, expla in  t h a t  t o  me? 

A. Well, where they l e t  us o f f  t h e r e  was a l i t t l e  
hedgerow and we j u s t  moved r i g h t  up t o  it--

Q- ( In te rpos ing)  I see .  

A. And a s  we were on a l i n e  formation we. went 
s t r a i g h t  through from t h e r e .  

Q - Yes. 

A. On a l i n e  formation. 

Q. Was t h a t  the  plan? 

A. T h a t ' s  t h e  way I had it planned, s i r .  
Tt 

Q. And t h i s  i s  what your squad l eader s  understood? m 
4 

A. Yes, s ir ,  
aN 

Q. Understood? Well, what l i f t  were you supposed 2J 

t o  go i n  on? 

A. I b e l i e v e  we went i n  on the  f i r s t  l i f t ,  I ' m  n o t  
su re  which l i f t  we went i n  on. 

Q - Maybe t h i s  w i l l  come back as we g e t  i n t o  t h e  
opera t ion .  Were any o t h e r  s p e c i a l  i n s t r u c t i o n s  t h a t  you can 
r e c a l l  given i n  t h e  b r i e f i n g  t h a t  would be d i f f e r e n t  from 
your normal opera t ion?  

A. No, s ir .  

Q Did you be l i eve  before  you went i n  ) t h e r e  t h a t  
t h i s  a i r p l a n e  f l y i n g  around up t h e r e  f o r  a couple of weeks 
or so ,  was going to move the  people o u t  of t h e r e ?  

A. He wasn ' t  going t o  move nobody, sir .  
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Q- No, b u t  I meant d i d  you t h i n k  t h a t  h i s  e f f o r t s  
were go ing  t o  cause  them t o  move? The propagands e f f o r t  i s  
what I ' m  t r y i n g  to-- 

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  We had hoped t h a t  i t  would. 

&. But d i d  you t h i n k  t h a t  it would? 

A. Myself ,  no,  s i r .  

Q* Was t h e r e  anyth ing  s t a t e d  about  t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  
o t h e r  t h a n  t r e a t  them as PW's,  as you s a y ,  o r  VC s u s p e c t s ?  

A. W e  w e r e  t o  t r ea t  them as s u s p e c t s ,  g a t h e r  them 
up and t h e y  would dec ide  what t o  do w i t h  them. 

Q. Okay. Normally you would look t o  company head- 
q u a r t e r s  t o  t e l l  you what t o  do w i t h  them, r i g h t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. Was t h e r e  e v e r  a q u e s t i o n  i n  your  mind about  
k i l l i n g  any of  t h e s e  people?  

A.  N o ,  sir. 


Q- Was t h e r e  e v e r  a q u e s t i o n  i n  your  mind as t o  

whether  you had t h e  a u t h o r i t y  t o  d e v i a t e  from f i r i n g  i n t o  a 
v i l l a g e  i f  you r e c e i v e d  f i r e - - i f  you d i d  r e c e i v e  f i r e ?  

A. If  w e  d i d n ' t  r e c e i v e  f i r e  we would never  f i r e  
i n t o  them. 

Q. Was t h e  procedure  recon  by f i r e  used by B Com-
pany v e r y  o f t e n ?  

A. ,Only when it w a s  neces sa ry .  Because maybe w e  
were o u t  i n  t h e  open. 

a =  And t h i s  d i d  n o t  i n c l u d e  f i r i n g  i n t o  i n h a b i t a t e d  
a r e a s ?  

A. N o ,  s ir .  I f  t h e r e  w a s  a v i l l a g e  o r  any th ing  near -  
by we would n o t  be  al lowed t o  f i r e ,  s ir .  
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Q - What i f  you received f i r e  from the  v i l l a g e ?  

A. I f  we rece ived  f i r e  from the  v i l l a g e  we would 
t r y  and p inpoin t  it. 

Q A l l  r ight :  .Now l e t ' s  go i n t o  the  opera t ion  it-
s e l f  and l e t  me ask you a couple of ques t ions .  Did you re-
ce ive  any f i r e  p r i o r  t o  landing? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember i f  we d id  o r  no t ,  s i r .  

Q - Were your doorgunners f i r i n g ?  

A. I be l i eve  they were f i r i n g  on the  LZ. 

Q Your doorgunners? 

A. Yes, sir. On t he  f i r s t  wave, I be l i eve  they 
were f i r i n g  i n  on t h e  LZ. 

Q Well, then your doorgunners w e r e  f i r i n g ?  

A. No, t h e  p lane  I was on--the b i r d  I w a s  on sir ,  
no. 

Q No. 

A. There were people already down t h e r e .  

Q A 1 1  r i g h t .  Was anyone f i r i n g  t h a t  you observed 
when they l e f t  t h e  a i r c r a f t ?  Coming o f f  the  a i r c r a f t  f i r i n g ?  

A. The gunships might have been f i r i n g .  

Q- - No, I mean i n d i v i d u a l s .  A t  t he  landing ,  coming 
o f f  the  a i r c r a f t  and commencing f i r i n g  a f t e r  they g o t  o f f  
t h e  a i r c r a f t ,  a s  they  hopped o f f ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know, sir. 

Q A l l  r i g h t .  Now, what I ' m  going t o  do is  g ive  
you--to he lp  you recal l .  t h i s  I'li g i v e  you the  concept and 
what happened the  f i r s t  day. And then w e ' l l  go on from 
t h e r e ,  t e l l  you what we know and you can f i l l  us i n  on what 
w e  d o n ' t  know. We're going t o  now go through t h e  opera t ion  
as i t ' s  recorded on t h e  log.  

18 
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A. Yes. 

Q *  Now, I ' m  n o t  saying  t h a t  t h i s  log (Exh ib i t  M-16) ,  
is i n f a l l i b l e ,  t h a t  e v e r j t h i n g  on t h e r e  i s  c o r r e c t .  A s  a 
mat ter  of f a c t ,  t h e r e  a r e  many th ings  on logs where people 
g e t  times messed up and coordinates  messed up and var ious  
th ings  l i k e  t h a t .  But what I ' m  going t o  do i s  t o  walk 
through t h e  day-to-day opera t ion  as  r e f l e c t e d  i n  t h e  l o g s ,  
and then I w i l l  s t o p  a t  p laces  and ask you t o  provide any 
a d d i t i o n a l  i n £  ormation you might have. 

A.  Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q- What we ' re  t r y i n g  t o  do i s  b u i l d  up a p i c t u r e  
of  the  opera t ion .  

A. ( In te rpos ing)  I -think it might be a good i d e a ,  
yeah. 

Q - You want t o  j u s t  go ahead and s t a r t  w i t h  i t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q. This  i s  Exh ib i t  P-168, your landing  zone was i n  
this--as you say i n  t h e  graveyard,  is  t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

(Exhib i t  P-168 when annotated by wi tness  became 
Exh ib i t  P-225.) 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. You landed i n  t h e  graveyard? You d i d n ' t  land 
i n  t h e  r i c e  paddy? 

A.  No. W e  landed t h e r e  i n  t h e  graveyard.  

Q- All r i g h t ,  t he  landing zone p l o t t e d  a t  p o i n t  1, 
on the  a i r  photo,  now the--as I s a i d  t h e  f i r s t  touchdown 
was made 0815 and t h e  l a s t  touchdown was recorded a t  0827. 
Tha t ' s  a--now I f i g u r e  by 0 830 everybody should have been 
o f f  the a i r c r a f t  and i n  more o r  l e s s  t h e  genera l  formation? 

A. Y e s .  

Q- D i d  you go i n  on t h e  f i r s t  o r  second l i f t ?  
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A. I w a s  on t h e  second l i f t .  

9- You were on t h e  second l i f t .  - Do you r e c a l l  as 
t o  whether o r  n o t  t h e  1st P la toon  was on t h e  f i r s t  l i f t ?  

A. I ' m  n o t  s u r e .  But I b e l i e v e  t h e  1st was. The 
1st P la toon  and p a r t  of  t h e  2d went i n  on t h e  f i r s t  l i f t  
and t h e  r ema inde r .o f  t h e  2d P la toon  and 3d was on t h e  second 
l i f t .  

Q- 2d and 3d w a s  on t h e  second l i f t .  

A. Half  o f  t h e  2d. 

Q Half of  t h e  2d w a s  on t h e  f i r s t  l i f t  and h a l f  
w a s  on t h e  second l i f t  and t h e  3d was on t h e  second l i f t  
and t h e  1st and 2d--headquarters,  I imagine headqua r t e r s  
would have been on t h e  f i r s t  l i f t ,  wouldn ' t  i t ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q O r  t h e  company commander, he  would have been? 

A. Yes. 

Q Here are two E x h i b i t s  P-206 and P-207. Do you 
r ecogn ize  t h e s e  photographs as be ing  i n  p rox imi ty  t o  l and ing  
zone. 

(COL WILSON handed t h e  e x h i b i t s  t o  t h e  w i tnes s . )  

That  t h e r e  i s  o u r  l a n d i n g  zone. 

Is t h a t ,  E x h i b i t  P-207? 

A, Y e s .  

Q. This  i s  t h e  cemetery t h a t  you landed i n ?  Did 
your  h e l i c o p t e r  s e t  down i n  t h e  cemetery? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  I t  w a s  r i g h t  i n  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  . 
Q* You p o i n t e d  t o  t h e  area i n  t h e  r i g h t  c e n t e r  
around t h e  r o c k e t  s t r i k e ?  

A. R igh t ,  sir.  
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Q* I n  o t h e r  words, d i d  t hey  a l l  s e t  down i n  t h a t  
a r e a  o r  just--what i s  your  e s t i m a t e  of t h e  n i n e  h e l i c o p t e r s  
t h a t  went i n  what--did t hey  a l l  g e t  i n t o  t h i s  photograph o r  
d i d  t hey  cove r  a  l a r g e r  a r e a  t h a n  t h a t ?  

A .  They f i t  i n  t h i s  p i c t u r e ,  t h e  lower r ight-hand 
corner--

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Below t h a t  t r a i l ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  j u s t  below t h e  t r a i l  t h e r e .  

Q- A l l  r i g h t .  L e t  me ask  you a q u e s t i o n  on t h i s  
photograph.  Can you i d e n t i f y  t h e  t r a i l  t h a t ' s  on t h i s  
photograph? 

A. On t h e  map? 

Q. On t h e  map ( E x h i b i t  MAP-4 ) .  You s e e  t h e  map-- 
t h e  map doesn ' t - - t he  map shows one t r a i l  running through 
t h a t  g raveyard ,  i t ' s  way down on t h e  sou th  end of  t h e  grave- 
yard .  I ' m  wondering i f  t h a t  t r a i l  i s  even on t h e  map? 

A. W e l l - -

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  S t i l l  t a l k i n g  about ~ x h i b i tP-207. 
And the second p o i n t  i s - -could t h a t  be  521? 

A .  T h a t ' s  o u r  LZ. 


Q* Which i s - - t h a t  i s  your  LZ? 


A. Right .  

Q* Y e s .  But I w a s  j u s t  wondering about  t h a t  t r a i l  
i f  you could-- 

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  it be ing  on t h e  
map I had w i t h  m e .  But I had a l a r g e  scale map. 

Q. You had t h e  1:50,000,  I . t h ink?  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  


LTC NOLL: I t ' s  n o t  t h a t  l a r g e .  
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A. T h a t ' s  t h e  only  one I eve r  used. 

COL WILSON: T h a t ' s  n o t  t h e  main road w e ' r e  t a l k i n g  about ,  
t h e  road 521? 

A. Okay. 

Q. T h a t ' s  mainly what I wanted t o  know? 

A. No, it w a s n ' t .  The main road goes t o  t h e  e a s t  
and w e s t .  

Q Y e s .  W e l l ,  t h i s  road  should be running  g e n e r a l l y  
east and west?  

A. No t h i s  i s  more a t  an  ang le ,  s ir ,  t o  the--

Q • ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Try and o r i e n t  t h e  photograph i n  
t h e  d i r e c t i o n .  

A. To the sou th .  

Q See you--

A.  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I f  I r e c a l l  r i g h t ,  n o r t h  would 
be over  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  . 

Over t o  L I e  r i g h t  s f  t h e  ~ h o t c g r a p h ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q You s e e ,  now you look a t  E x h i b i t  P-206 a s  op-
posed t o  E x h i b i t  P-207 y o u ' l l  s e e  t h e  r i v e r  o u t  h e r e ,  t h e  
f i s h  t r a p s  which you can p i c k  up on E x h i b i t  P-185, can be 
picked up o u t  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  , and a l though t h e r e  ' s a d i f -
f e r e n c e  i n  t h e  t i m e s  o f  t h e s e  photographs ,  you can p i ck  up 
the f i s h  t r a p s  and you can s e e  t h a t  y o u ' r e  f l y i n g  g e n e r a l l y  
i n  a nor ther ly- -

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Northerly--

C • ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  A nor the rn ly  d i r e c t i o n .  And then  
E x h i b i t  P-206 w a s  t aken  a l i t t l e  f u r t h e r  o u t  from E x h i b i t  
P-207, b u t  you should be g e n e r a l l y  i n  t h e  same approach? For 
you ' re  f l y i n g  s l i g h t l y  n o r t h ?  I t h i n k  t h a t  it would be a 
good i d e a  i f  w e  i d e n t i f y  it. 
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COL WILSON: J u s t  p u t  t h e  photo  number, P-207 on t h e r e .  

A. And r i g h t  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  a l s o ?  

Q. Y e s ,  I guess  you--well I--let m e  check f o r  a 
minute. I t ' s  h a r d  t o  s a y  j u s t  what p a r t  of  t h a t  area it i s ,  
b u t  E x h i b i t  P-206 and E x h i b i t  P-207 would be  h e r e  somewhere, 
i n  t h i s  area, I ' d  p u t  g e n e r a l l y  r i g h t  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  

A. R igh t  h e r e ,  sir.  My guess  i s  t h a t  a--

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I t  might be  w e s t ,  t oo .  

LTC NOLL: This  i s  521. 

A. Yeah, you may be r i g h t .  C 

COL WILSON: Th i s  looks  t o  be  j u s t  about  r i g h t ,  what road 
would t h i s  be?  ' 

A. W e l l  a--

( I n t e r p o s i n g )  O r  i s  t h i s  a road? 

A. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  s o ,  I t h i n k  probably i t ' s  j u s t  
probably a t r a i l  t h a t  t h e y  had used.  

Q. To m e  t h i s  i s  a road.  W e l l ,  okay. Now on t h e  
b a s i s  o r  your  f l i g h t  i n t o  t h e  l a n d i n g  zone,  do you remember 
a go-around, f o r  e i t h e r  o f  t h e  l i f t s ?  

A. A go-around? 

Q- Y e s ,  f o r  t h e  f5rst l i f t  p r i m a r i l y ?  I t  i s  r e -
corded t h a t  t h e y  had t o  go-around because t h e  a r t i l l e r y  
d i d n ' t  l i f t .  

Q Well ,  i t ' s  q u i t e  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  you wouldn ' t  re-
member it i f  a--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  No. 

Q- A l l  r i g h t .  Do you recall  when you h i t  t h e  land-
i n g  zone i f  t h e  1st P la toon  had moved o u t ,  o r  was it s t i l l  
t h e r e ?  
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A .  They were s t i l l  t h e r e ,  They w e r e n ' t  supposed--
they  w e r e n ' t  t o  move o u t  u n t i l  w e  g o t  i n  t h e r e .  

Q. A l l  r i g h t .  Now, d i d  t h e y  move o u t  a s  soon as 
you g o t  t h e r e ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. How long  d i d  it t a k e  them t o  move? Were they  
ready t o  go r i g h t  then?  

A .  Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. The minute you landed? L ieu tenan t  COCHRAN 
de tona ted  t h e  f i r s t  mine o r  booby t r a p  and t h e  l o g  ( E x h i b i t  
M-16) shows t h e  booby t r a p  w a s  t r i p p e d  a t  0 8 4 5 .  This  would 
be about  15 minutes  a f t e r  t h e  second l i f t  came i n .  

A. I know it w a s n ' t  ve ry  long.  

Q. Now, d i d  he  move beyond r o u t e  521 when he was 
k i l l e d ?  

A .  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  h e  was. No, he w a s  on t.he sou th  
s i d e  of t h a t  b r idge .  He'd j u s t  c ros sed  over  t h e  hedgerow 
t h e r e ,  and w a s  j u s t  s t a r t i n g  t o  g e t  h i s  p l a t o o n  i n  l i n e  t h e r e  
t o  make a sweep through t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q Now, where w e r e  you going a t  t h a t  t ime? Were you 
going behind him o r  were you going i n  a d i f f e r e n t  d i r e c t i o n ?  

A .  W e l l ,  I w a s  o v e r  t o  t h e  n o r t h  of t h e  company. 

Q- . What w a s  your  miss ion?  

A. We'd bo th  g e n e r a l l y  g e t  on l i n e  and sweep through 
t h e  v i l l a g e ,  and d e s t r o y  t h e  houses ,  and t h e  v i l l a g e s .  

a* Now, when y o u ' r e  t a l k i n g  about  t h e  v i l l a g e s ,  you
t a l k i n g  about  P i n k v i l l e ?  

A. Yes, sir .  

Q- So B Company w a s  going t o  sweep P i n k v i l l e ,  i s  
t h a t  r i g h t ?  
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A. Yes, sir. 

Q- I ' m  t a l k i n g  about My Lai (1), which I ' m  
going t o  i d e n t i f y  on the  map, a s  being what 5s  r e f e r r e d  
t o  as  P i n k v i l l e ,  My Lai (1). 
A. Right down here  ( indica t ing . ) .  

Q- Okay. Then t h e  2d Platoon and t h e  3d Platoon 
were going t o  sweep t h a t  v i l l a g e  and des t roy  i t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  And the  3d Platoon w a s  t o  go back 
and c ross  over  t h e  a--

Q- ( In te rpos ing)  Cross t h e  br idge?  

A. Yes, sir. 

LTC NOLL: What w a s  t h e  p lan  of  maneuver? 2d Platoon was 
t o  go o f f  i n  t h i s  d i r e c t i o n  t o  t h e  n o r t h ,  3d Platoon on t h e i r  
l e f t  o r  how was t h a t  supposed t o  work? 

A. The 1st Platoon was g e n e r a l l y  he re  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  

Q Yes. 

A. The 2d Platoon was t o  take  about h a l f  of it from 
t h e  r i v e r  bed over ,  and w e  were t o  go from t h e r e  over  t o  
here  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  and j u s t  sweep up. 

COL WILSON: W e l l ,  you ' r e  po in t ing  t o  an a r e a  t h a t ' s  r e a l l y  
ou t  of the- v i l l a g e ,  poss ib ly?  

A. Well, ' we 'd--my l e f t  f l ank  was a t  t h e  edge of 
t h e  v i l l a g e .  

I 

Q .Your l e f t  f lank  was on t h e  edge of t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Yes. 

Q.- . And your r i g h t  f l ank  was connecting with the  2d 
Platoon? 

A. With t h e  2d Platoon i n  t h e  middle of t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q. Yes. NOW, t h a t ' s  t h e  plan? 
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COL WILSON: Lieutenant  COCHRAN was k i l l e d  as  we s a i d ,  0845. 
Does t h a t  time appear t o  be accura te?  

A. Yes, sir.  

Q. And a t  t h a t  t i m e  you f e e l  t h a t  he was on the  
south s i d e  of t h e  t r a i l - ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q And your p la toon was moving around t o  t h e  west 
t o  b u i l d  up on l i n e  wi th  h i s  platoon? 

A. Yes, sir.  

Q And both p la toons  were going t o  move on l i n e  
i n t o  the  P i n k v i l l e ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q . Now, we had i n d i c a t i o n s  before  t h a t  he had crossed  
the  road and was wounded on t h i s  hedgerow which more o r  l e s s  
c i r c l e s  t h e  v i l l a g e .  Y o u ' l l  probably be a b l e  t o  f i n d  your 
way b e t t e r  on t h i s  map, Exh ib i t  MAP-5, because you ' re  more 
f a m i l i a r  with it. This map is  1:50,000 s c a l e  and as  you 
see  P i n k v i l l e ,  t he  v i l l a g e  i t s e l f ,  i s  shown i n  pink here ,  
and then ou t  from t h e  v i l l a g e  t o  the  west and t o  t h e  nor th  
i s  a hachure mark which i n d i c a t e s  a hedgerow, o r  what is 
ind ica ted  on t h e  map a s  a l evee ,  o r  a wa l l .  

A. Yeah. 

Q So w e  had one witness  t h a t  thought t h a t  Lieutenant  
COCHRAN was wounded about i n  the  a rea  of t h a t  w a l l ,  j u s t  nor th  
of the  hedgerow. Now, I ' m  no t  saying t h a t ' s  r i g h t ,  bu t  I 
jus t - wanted t o  t r y  t o  f i x  t h i s ,  because we ' re  bu i ld ing  up 
t o  what we t h i n k  might have been a change of o rde r s  here? 

A. Y e s .  
, 

Q A l l  r i g h t .  Now, l e t ' s  take it from t h e r e  and 
j u s t  leave  it l i k e  we had s a i d  before--while we ' re  on t h e r e ,  
then t h e  next--you know t h e r e  was a second mine o r  booby 
t r a p  detonated.  

A. Yeah. 
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Q. Okay. And t h a t  one was 0930. Now t h e  f i r s t  
one g o t  COCHRAN and f o u r  men--COCHRAN k i l l e d ,  f o u r  men 
wounded--the second one g o t  t h r e e  wounded, a l l  from t h e  2d Pla-
toon. And they  were within--as f a r  as .we  can determine 
100 yards--100 meters  of each o t h e r .  They were 45 minutes 
a p a r t ,  b u t  t h e  d i s t a n c e  w a s  very c l o s e .  

A. I t ' s  q u i t e  probable  . 
0 

8- What? 

A. I t ' s  q u i t e  probable .  

Q. Y e s .  But do you recall t h i s ?  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q A l l  r i g h t .  Now, how much d i s t a n c e  had you moved 
o r  had you h e l d  your p o s i t i o n s  i n  t h a t  45-minute per iod?  

A. - W e  had  moved, maybe - a-1 0 0  yards .  

Q- Okay. Had you c rossed  t h e  t r a i l ?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember i f  w e  d i d  o r  n o t .  

Q. Okay. 

A. A t  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  t ime t h e r e .  

Q W e l l ,  now a t  t h a t  t i m e  t h a t  t hose  people  were 
wounded, e i t h e r  t ime,  had you reached a p o s i t i o n  which would 
have p u t  you on l i n e  wi th  t h e  2d Platoon? 

A. . Well,  when Lieutenant  COCHRAN was k i l l e d  I was 
g e t t i n g  my people  on l i n e .  I h a d n ' t  s t a r t e d  moving y e t .  

Q I see. And then--

A. ( In t e rpos ing)  And t hen  I made a comment, may 
I say  what t h e  comment was. 

Q- Y e s ,  you mean a t  t h e  t i m e  he was wounded? 

A. Yeah. 

Q. What d i d  you say? 
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A. I s a i d ,  "1'11be a son of a b i t c h . "  

Q. Okay. But you could--then you could s e e  t h i s  
ou t  t h e r e ,  r i g h t .  

A. Yes, s i r . ,  

Q. Which 2s e x a c t l y  what you expected when you went 
i n t o  t h i s  a rea?  

A. Yes, sir., 

Q* And a f t e r  he was wounded you s t i l l  continued 
t o  move your t roops  up on l i n e ?  

A. Yes, sir.  

Q Had your p la toon moved on l i n e  a t  t h e  t i m e  the: 
second booby t r a p  went o f f ?  

A. Yes, s i r ,  they were on l i n e .  

Q. Now, back t o  Exh ib i t  MAP-5 a minute,  because 
you have very good knowledge of what happened here .  You re-
f e r r e d  t o  having your f l ank  on t h e  l e f t  of t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q. Did you have your f l ank  on t h e  l e f t  of t h e  popu-
l a t e d  a r e a  o r  d i d  it extend o u t  t o  t h i s  hedgerow h e r e  ( in -
d i c a t i n g  on MAP-5) ? 

A. I t  was t h e  populated a rea ,  sir.  

Q- . So a c t u a l . 1 ~it could have been anywhere between 
the  hedgerow and t h e  pink he re  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) ?  

A, Yeah, we never moved more than  a 1,000 meters on 
a company sweep. 

Q. Y e s .  If you went a l l  t h e  way o u t  you had about 
700 meters t h e r e .  What'd you f i g u r e  your p la toon f rontage  
was? About 150 yards?  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q- With a s e p a r a t i o n  of how much between t h e  2d and 
3d Platoons? 
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A. Maybe 25 t o  30 f e e t .  

Q. So we ' re  t a l k i n g  about a  f rontage  of maybe 300 
t o  400 meters f o r  the  whole company, I mean f o r  t h e  two pla- 
toons a t  t h e  most? 

A t  t h e  most, r i g h t ,  sir. 

Q. Did you have t h r e e  squads o r  two squads t h a t  day? 

A. We were opera t ing  with two squads, s i r ,  t h a t  's 
a l l  we had. Well, we d i d n ' t  usual ly  opera te  with j u s t  two 
squads. On o t h e r  opera t ions  we had t h r e e ,  bu t  f o r  t h i s  op- 
e r a t i o n  we only had two. 

LTC NOLL: When Lieutenant  COCHRAN was evacuated, was he 
taken o u t  on one of the  sh ips  t h a t  was l i f t i n g  t h e  company 
i n t o  the  a r e a  o r  d i d  they send i n  a  medevac t o  l i f t  him ou t?  

A. I b e l i e v e  the  colonel  s e n t  h i s  chopper i n .  -

COL WILSON: Well, now i n  conjunct ion with t h a t  t h e  log  
'(Exhibit M-16) i n d i c a t e s  t .hat  the  command and c o n t r o l  sh ip  
came i n  t o  pick up the  f i r s t  group. I suppose it was poss ib le .  
Well, l e t  me ask you t h i s ,  how were you doing wi th  communi- 
ca t ions  t h a t  morning? Were you l i s t e n i n g  t o  your communication 
t r a f f i c  a--

A, ( In te rpos ing)  Well, I was l i s t e n i n g  t o  it o f f  
and on, My RTO l i s t e n e d  t o  the  r a d i o  a l l  the  time and i f  it 
was important  h e ' d  g e t  hold of me. H e  wasn ' t  much over 10 
f e e t  away from me a t  any t i m e .  

Q. Well, t he  log  (Exhibi t  M-16) i n d i c a t e s ,  a s  I s a i d ,  
t h a t  the  command and c o n t r o l  s h i p  came i n .  Using Exhibi t  M-20, 
I want t o  pick up a couple of p o i n t s  here .  The Coyote 6 ,  
you're--I  guess you ' r e  Bravo 3, Coyote 6  would be Colonel 
BARKER and you ' r e  no t  on h i s  n e t  anyway. 

A. No. 

Q. Coyote 6  says a touchdown 0730, the  LZ appeared 
t o  be cold.  A t  0738, Coyote 23 s a i d  the  second l i f t - o f f  of 
the  landing zone. Dolphin Lead t r a n s m i t t e d ,  "Coyote 6 t h i s  
is  Dolphin Lead, a r t i l l e r y  prep is  s t a r t e d ,  you should touch- 
down 0815"--no t h i s  i s n ' t  a-- this  one, I d o n ' t  know what 
happened t o  t h e  page i n  t h e r e .  Coyote 6 t r ansmi t t ed ,  t h e y ' r e  
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r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  a r t i l l e r y ,  "We're about a minute l a t e  cu t -
t i n g  off.I1 Coyote 65  requested a dus tof f  a t  approximately 
0845. A t  any r a t e  we d o n ' t  have any i n d i c a t i o n  tha t - - tha t  
t h e  command and c o n t r o l  s h i p  made both evacuat ions ,  b u t  w e  
do have two i n d i c a t i o n s  t h a t  t h e  l a s t  group was e x t r a c t e d  
by Colonel BARKER'S a i r c r a f t ;  Now tha t - -a t  t h a t  t ime d i d  
you have any i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  t h e r e  was a change i n  order?  
O r  o rders?  You s a i d  t h a t  t h e r e  was a change and I didn. ' t  
know whether it occurred a t  t h i s  time i f  s o ,  how and s o  
f o r t h ?  

A. Well, we w e r e  going t o  make t h a t  a l-day opera-
t i o n  and they  extended it i n t o  3 o r  4 days. 

Q. Well t h e r e  was, b u t  you d i d n ' t  sweep P i n k v i l l e ?  

A. What? 

Q; You d i d n ' t  sweep P i n k v i l l e ?  

A. Y e s ,  we d id .  

Q - , You d i d  sweep P i n k v i l l e ?  You swept My Lai  (I)? 

A. We went a l l  t h e  way through t h e r e  t h a t  day. 

Q. The 2d Platoon d i d n ' t .  A t  l e a s t  we--everybody
we've had i n  h e r e  says  t h a t  they d id  no t .  

A. Was t h i s  t h e  second time we swept P i n k v i l l e ?  
Well, on t h e  day t h a t  Lieutenant  COCHRAN was k i l l e d  we went--
we swept t h e  whole v i l l a g e .  Char l ie  Company was over  on--
o u t  l e f t  coming from t h e  nor theas t .  

Q. That I s  r i g h t .  

A. And Alpha Company was across  t h e  r i v e r ,  spread 
o u t  through t h e  bank t h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  

Q You're t h e  f i r s t  wi tness  t h a t  has i n d i c a t e d  
t h a t  anybody went i n t o  P inkv i l l e .  On t h i s  opera t ion .  

A. We went a l l  t h e  way through the re .  We rendez-
voused up on t h e  nor th  end of it t h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  

Q. L e t ' s  g e t  t h e  1:50,000 map (Exh ib i t  MAP-5). 
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Now you b e l i e v e  t h a t  you rendezvoued up--up i n  g r i d  squa re  
7380, i s  t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A .  Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q. And n o t  over  i n  t h i s  a r e a  h e r e ,  which would be  
i n  g r i d  squa re  7279? 

A. Y e s .  

LTC NOLL: You rendezvoued as a s i n g l e  company i n  t h a t  
p o s i t i o n  o r  w a s  t h e r e  ano the r  company wi th  you? 

A. C h a r l i e  Company w a s  coming through over  h e r e ,  
we were t o  head on up--

COL WILSON: So t h i s  would be  t o  t h e  w e s t  o f  My L a i  ( l ) ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q Okay. I n  g r i d  squa re  7279? 

A. Y e s .  

Q- Now, on t h a t  day do you still b e l i e v e  t h a t  you 
swept P i n k v i l l e ?  O r  we;re you moving through t h e s e  v i l l a g e s  ' 
i n  t h i s  area, which i s  i n  t h e  g r i d  s q u a r e  I j u s t  mentioned? 

A. I b e l i e v e ,  I ' m  n o t  s u r e ,  tha t - -as  I recall  we 
swept through and c l e a r e d  o u t  h e r e  i n  t h e  p e n i n s u l a  p a r t  
of t h i s  t h i n g ,  and came back down and rendezvoused w i t h  
C h a r l i e  Company. 

Q- Okay. You t h i n k  t h a t  you d i d  move through 
P i n k v i l l e ;  you t h i n k  you moved through t h e  l a r g e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q-. I t h i n k  B Company d i d  move through t h e r e  one 
t i m e  i n  t h e  p a s t ,  d i d n ' t  they?  

A. They d i d  do t h i s ?  

LTC NOLL: You went i n  w i t h  A/3/1? You swept P i n k v i l l e .  
L e t ' s  see, you went up, came back down, and l aage red .  A 
Company w a s  on t h i s  s ide--
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COL WILSON: ( In te rpos ing)  A Company on t h e  peninsula  s i d e ,  
on the  e a s t  s i d e .  

LTC NOLL: On t h e  e a s t e r n  s i d e .  They spo t t ed  some people 
and you spo t t ed  some people and-- tha t ' s  down i n  t h i s  area--
they spot ted  the  people- and they ran  nor th  and you t r i e d  fo 
head them o f f ,  up he re  a t  t h i s  seapor t  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  

A. Yeah. 

Q. Then on t h a t  ope ra t ion  you l i f t e d  o u t  he re ,  about 
1630 i n  t h e  afternoon--

COL WILSON: ( In te rpos ing)  You're po in t ing  t o  an a r e a  i n  
g r i d  square 7379? . ' 

LTC NOLL: Y e s .  You l i f t e d  o u t  and made a combat a s s a u l t  
up here  about 1630 i n  t h e  af ternoon on t h a t  ope ra t ion .  

COL WILSON: O n  t h e  Batangan Peninsula? 

LTC NOLL: On t h e  Batangan Peninsula ,  yes .  You may w e l l  
have swept P i n k v i l l e  t h i s  a f te rnoon,  there--you were t h e  
f i r s t  one t h a t ' s  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  you'd done t h a t  and we--have 
you noticed--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  W e l l  a--

Q ( In te rpos ing)  I t ' s  h ighly  important t h a t  you 
a r e  n o t  confusing these  two opera t ions .  I t  could be t h a t  a--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  Yeah. ' 

Q And t h a t ' s  why I ask you, is t h i s  the  second t i m e  
t ha t '  you had swept P i n k v i l l e ?  Had you been t h e r e  before?  

COL WILSON: Well you said--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  There had no t  been two opera t ions  
i n  the re .  

Q So you d i d n T t  go i n  t h e r e  t h i s  time? 

A. No. 

Q. A l l  r i g h t .  Now we had an i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  Colonel 

(MCCLOUD) 32 APP T-35; 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

BARKER a t  t h e  time t h a t  t h i s  second mine went o f f ,  Colonel 
BARKER--you may have been supposed t o  sweep P i n k v i l l e ,  but  
Colonel BARKER cancel led  i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  sweep P i n k v i l l e .  
W e  d o n ' t  know t h i s ,  we d o n ' t  have anything except  t h a t  some-
body has s t a t e d  it. 

A. Yeah. 

a. Said d o n ' t  go i n  t h e r e ?  You r e c a l l  anything
about t h i s ?  Do you r e c a l l  a change i n  o r d e r s ?  Do you s t i l l  
be l i eve  t h a t  your o r i g i n a l  concept was t o  sweep P i n k v i l l e ?  

A. We w e r e  t o  go i n  and des t roy  t h e  a--

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  Vi l lage?  

A. V i l l a g e  and s t u f f .  

Q But you d i d n ' t ?  

A. No. 

a - And do you r e c a l l  when these  o rde r s  were changed? 

No.A. 

Q Okay. . Now a t  0955 t h e  1st Platoon repor ted  
12 VC KIA. Do you remember anything about t h i s ?  That was 
over i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of t h e  br idge? 

A. I remember hear ing  something about it. But the  
time, I d o n ' t  know. 

Q- Did you hear  any f i r i n g  going on over  the re?  

A. Yeah. I d id .  

9 - Did you hear  any mortar f i r e ?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  i f  they had any mortar f i r e  
going on over t h e r e  o r  not .  

Q. Did you hear what appeared t o  be enemy f i r e  
over the re?  

\ 

A. I f  I remember r i g h t ,  I be l i eve  they rece ived  
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a few incoming rounds. 

Q . You heard t h i s  announcement on the  r ad io?  

A. .R igh t ,  sir'. -

Q Well, t h a t  was a t  0955 according t o  the  log
(Exhibi t  M-16), when t h a t  w a s  repor ted  t o  Task Force Barker 
s o  i t ' s--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  Of t h e  exac t  time I ' m  not  s u r e ,  
sir. 

Q- Well t h a t ' s  not--if  it was 0955, when it occurred 
now 30 minutes l a t e r  he repor ted  18 VC K I A ,  you remember t h a t  
r e p o r t ?  I n  t h e  same a r e a ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q And a t  1005, he r epor ted  s t e e l  helmets,  uniforms 
and web equipment found, you remember t h a t ?  

A.  I b e l i e v e  t h a t ' s  t h e  t i m e  t h a t  Captain MICHLES 
found those f l a r e  p i s t o l s .  

Q Why d i d n ' t  he r e p o r t  i t ?  Captain MICHLES wasn't  
over t h e r e  as f a r  as tve know? 

A .  No, bu t  they had brought t h e  equipment back 
across  t h e  r i v e r  t o  t h e  CP and they were checking through 
it, and down i n  t h e  bottom of one of those  bags t h e r e  were 
two f l a r e  p i s t o l s .  He'd found one and t h a t  was a l l  t h a t  
he' d thought t h a t  was i n  t h e r e .  

Q. You f rank ly  remember see ing  t h i s  equipment then? 

A. No, I j u s t  remember him t e l l i n g  us about it. 

Q The equipment was s e n t  back t o  t h e  CP? When d i d  
it g e t  back t h e r e ,  t h a t  day o r  d i d  it come back t h a t  n i g h t ,  
o r  what? 

A. I ' m  no t  s u r e ,  s i r ,  when it go t  back t o  t h e  CP. 

Q- Now, would you say t h a t  you thought one of 
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cap ta in  MICHLES f l a r e  p i s t o l s  was i n  t h e r e ?  I d e n t i f i e d  
by ser ia l  number o r  what? 

A. No, it wasn' t--well  he ' d  found it t h a t  day, they 
were i n  t h e r e ,  h e ' d  taken them, marked them. 

Q a  Okay, a t  1420 t h a t  a f te rnoon t h e r e  were e i g h t
VC repor ted  K I A  i n  t h e  same genera l  v i c i n i t y .  Do you re-
member t h a t  r e p o r t ?  

A. N o ,  sir.  

Q- D o  you remember any of t h e s e  photographs? 
Exhibi t  P-18? 

(COL WILSON handed t h e  photo t o  t h e  wi tness . )  

A. . . I remember t h a t  one. 

. .
Q. Where i s  t h a t ?  

A. . That 's ,  ou t  t h e r e  i n  t h e  cemetery. 

Q The one t h a t  you--where t h e  landing  zone i s ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q. Well, t h i s  man t h a t ' s  with them i s  from t h e  
mortar platoon? 

Right ,  sir.  

Q. HUFFMAN? Do you remember s e e i n g  any of t h e  
Vietnamese? 

A. I remember see ing  a couple of  them, b u t  they  
down under,the--behind those k n o l l s .  

Q. What happened t o  t h e s e  people,  do you know? 

A. They were s e n t  back t o  Chu Lai ,  I b e l i e v e .  

Q They were de ta inees  then? 

A. Yes, sir.  

Q VC suspects?  Now, do you remember when t h i s  
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p i c t u r e  was taken? What time of day? 

A. N o ,  s ir .  

Q. YOU wouldn ' t  know by t h e  location and so f o r t h ?  

A .  N o .  

Q- How about Exh ib i t  P-19? You d o n ' t  recognize y 

anything i n  t h a t  photograph? 

(No response) . 
Exhib i t  P-20? Nothing? 

A. No, t h a t  seems t o  be our  CP group. 

Q. Is t h i s  where t h e  CP was? 

A. N o ,  I d o n ' t  know e x a c t l y  where it was but--

Q - ( In te rpos ing)  You d o n ' t  recognize t h e  area?  

A. N o .  But  t h a t  w a s  t h e  CP group. That w a s  our  
a r t i l l e r y  FO. 

Q HONEYCUTT? 

A. Yeah. 

Q. E x h i b i t  P-21? 

A. N o .  

a. Don't recognize e i t h e r  of those  two? 

A. N o .  

Q. E x h i b i t  P-22? No? Exh ib i t  P-23? 

Company commander. 

The man on t h e  l e f t ,  i s  t h e  company commander? 

Captain MICHLES. The man next  t o  him i s  h i s  RTO. 
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Q. The man on the  r i g h t ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q / D o  you recognize any of t h e  Vietnamese? 

A. No. They a l l  look a l i k e  t o  me. 

Q*  Do you recognize Exhibi t  P-66? Do you recognize 
e i t h e r  of t h e  two ind iv idua l s  t h a t  a r e  i n  t h a t  l e f t  photo-
graph--I mean t h e  l e f t  s i d e  of t h e  photograph? 

A. These here? 

Q. The two Vietnamese s o l d i e r s ?  

A. No. 

Q D o  you recognize Exhibi t  P-8? You recognize 
the Vietnamese s o l d i e r  s tanding  r i g h t  up a g a i n s t  t h e  bui ld ing?  

No. 

Exhib i t  P-208? Did you see  those p r i soners?  

Yeah, I remember see ing  those ,  sir.  

Where were they? 

They were i n  t h a t  open f i e l d .  

J u s t  bes ide  t h e  CP? 

Y e s ,  sir. I be l i eve  it was. 

Is t h i s  where you laagered  t h a t  n igh t?  

Yes, sir .  

Q- Do you know what happened t o  those p r i soners?  
Did they s t a y  t h e r e  a l l  n igh t?  

A. No, I be l i eve  t h e r e  was--they were evac 'd  o u t .  
They brought a s h i p  i n  and took them ou t .  
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Q. Do you recognize E x h i b i t  P-209? I t ' s  k ind  of 
dim? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember any of t h e  guys s i t t i n g  t h e r e .  
This  w a s  t aken  from a good d i s t a n c e .  

Q. D o  you know where it i s ?  

A. No .  

Q- Okay. D o  you remember what t i m e  you reached 
t h e  l a a g e r  a r e a  t h a t  you w e r e  t o  s t a y  i n  t h a t  n i g h t ?  

A. N o ,  sir. 

Q. A l l  r i g h t .  Now, a s  you ' exp la ined  it on t h e  map, 
you d i d n ' t  go through P i n k v i l l e ,  you swept up by t h e  r i v e r  
and then  came back? Is t h a t  what you r e c a l l ?  Did he  gen- 
e r a l l y  s t a y  i n  t h a t  a r e a  a l l  n i g h t ?  

A. ' W e  did.' W e  s t ayed  i n  t h i s  area about  a l l  day; 

Q- T h a t ' s  where, about  1 4 0 0  o r  1500 when you l i n k e d  
up wi th  Char l i e?  

A. Sometime around t h e r e ,  yeah. 

Q. That would have been about  t h e  t i m e  t h a t  e i g h t  
a d d i t i o n a l  VC KIA would have been r e p o r t e d  from t h e  1st Pla-
toon.  

A. Was t h e r e  ano the r  boy k i l l e d  t h a t  n i g h t ?  

Q. No.  

A. O r  e a r l y  t h e  nex t  morning? 

a - No. There was a man wounded t h e  n e x t  morning. 

LTC NOLL: Did you d e s t r o y  any v i l l a g e s  t h a t  day? 

A. Up i n  t h i s  a r e a ,  s i r ?  

Q. Y e s .  

A. N o t  t h a t  I can recall ,  sir. 

Q. You swept , these up i n  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) ,  d i d  
you not?  
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A. What? 

Q- You swept these  up here  d i d  you not?  

A. y e s ,  sir. 

Q Okay. 

COL WILSON: You poin ted  t o  t h e  a r e a ,  genera l ly  e a s t  of 
My Lai ( 6 ) ?  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q- You must have been i n  My Lai ( 6 ) .  Do you
remember a pagoda i n  the re?  

A. A what? 

A pagoda, a sh r ine?Q. 

A .  Yeah, it was i n  t h e  middle of it more or l e s s .  

Q That where t h e  CP was? B Company CP? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember whether it was o r  n o t .  

Q Yes. Now, you--when you l inked  up wi th  C Com-
pany do you r e c a l l  whether they came i n  with ARVN s o l d i e r s ?  
Do you remember see ing  any mVN s o l d i e r s  coming i n  with them? 

A. I know they had t h e i r  i n t e r p r e t e r s .  

Q. How many ? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember how many they had, s i r .  

Q Did you see  any National P o l i c e  come i n  wi th  them? 

A. I d i d n ' t  see  any, now here  again I may have these  
d i f f e r e n t  days mixed up. I d o n ' t  remember i f  they had Nation-
a l  Police with  them o r  not .  

Q- A l l  r i g h t .  Now, do you remember any m i l i t a r y  in-
t e l l i g e n c e  people being i n  t h e r e ?  Do you remember any i n t e r -
rogat ions  going on? 
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A .  W e  had an M I  team i n  t h e r e .  I d o n ' t  know i f  it 
was t h a t  day o r  t h e  day--a day o r  s o  l a t e r  when t h e  whole 
company was over  on t h e  peninsula  the re .  

Q On both? On both days? D i d  you s e e  any i n t e r -
rogat ions  going on? . -
A. No. 

a* Did you hear  of any i n t e r r o g a t i o n s  by t h e  Nat ional  
P o l i c e ,  t h e  ARVN, o r  t h e  M I  personnel? 

A. The only M I  o r  ARVN po l i ce  t h a t  I remember w e r e  
a11 over on t h e  peninsula  t h e r e ,  when t h e  whole company was 
over t h e r e .  

Q So you-don' t  remember them being i n  t h e  a r e a  t h a t  
n ight?  

A. N o .  

Q. What happened t h a t  a f te rnoon and t h a t  evening? 
Anything of any importance? 

A. NO, sir.  

Q. Can you i d e n t i f y  t h e  a r e a  where t h e  l a a g e r  was? 

LTC NOLL: I f  you d o n ' t  f e e l  t h a t  you can i d e n t i f y  t h e  
l aager  p o s i t i o n ,  w e ' l l  go on. 

A. No, I d o n ' t  t h ink  I can, sir.  

Fine.  . . 

COL WILSON: There 's  one o t h e r  ques t ion  be fo re  we go. There 
were supposedly some H&I f i r e s  de l ive red  from t h e  Navy 
s h i p s  t h a t  n i g h t .  Do you remember anythihg about t h a t ?  
About 2030? 

A. Y e s .  

Q. It would have been about 2035 o r  2015, 2 3 0 0 ,  
during t h a t  time period? The s w i f t  boats  f i r e d  on--along 
t h e  c o a s t a l  a rea .  
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A. Yeah. 

.' Q. Did you hear  any communications reques t ing  

t h a t  f i r e  o r  know what it was f o r ?  


A. No, sir ,  t h a t  was on a h igher  echelon of com-
munication, 

Q. What? 

A. That was on a h igher  echelon of communication 
than I had--

Q . ( In te rpos ing)  You d i d n ' t  have it on your n e t  
a t  a l l ?  

A. No. 


Q. Okay. Do you r e c a l l  anything about i t ?  

A. No. 

Q- Do you r e c a l l  any f i r i n g  wi th in  t h e  per imeter  
of the  l a a g e r  p o s i t i o n  t h a t  n i g h t ,  small  arms? S ing le  
shots ? 

A. I d o n ' t  be l i eve  t h e r e  was one. I d o n ' t  remember 
a c t u a l l y  it was t h e r e  o r  n o t ,  but--

Q - ( In te rpos ing)  The next  morning t h e  company moved 
toward t h e  br idge .  The 1st Platoon had been over  t h e r e  
a l l  n igh t .  And they moved up f o r  a l a a g e r  a r e a  t o  t h e  nor th ,  
from t h e  br idge  and they 'd  moved back down t o  t h e  br idge  
t h a t  morning and secured the  br idge.  B Company moved o u t  
toward the  br idge  and I was j u s t  wondering i f  you r e c a l l  
t h e  order  of march? 

A. T h a t ' s  t h e  morning t h a t  a--

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  TAYLOR. 

A. TAYLOR go t  wounded? 

Q. Tha t ' s  c o r r e c t .  You remember t h e  o rde r  of march 
t h a t  morning? I would make the  'assumption t h a t  you were 
f i r s t ?  
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A, W e  were heading up--

Q - ( In te rpos ing)  No, you were heading across  the  
br idge.  I mean from the  time--when you l e f t  your l aager  
a rea ,  we be l i eve  you came down t o  rou te  521 and moved down 
toward t h e  br idge ,  and I was t r y i n g  t o  determine what the  
order  of march f o r  the  p la toons  was? 

A. I r e a l l y  d o n ' t  know who w a s  f i r s t .  

Q 3d Platoon f i r s t ,  followed by the  CP, followed 
by the  2d Platoon? I would have thought t h a t ?  A s  you 
approached t h e  br idge  do you r e c a l l  the  mine going o f f ?  . 

A, I heard it going o f f ,  yes .  That w a s  t h e  morn-
ing  TAYLOR g o t  h i s  f o o t  blown o f f  by a mine. 

Q You d i d n ' t  s ee  it though? 

A. No, sir. 

Q Did you hear  any communication on t h e  s u b j e c t ?  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q What d i d  you hear? 

A. A man g o t  h i s  f o o t  blown o f f .  

Q - Tha t ' s  a l l ?  

A. They s a i d  they had a man over t h e r e  with h i s  
f o o t  blown o f f ,  and guessed t h a t  we would s t a y  t h e r e  u n t i l  
they g e t  the  minesweeper and they  could check the  a r e a .  

Q. And t h i s  was t h e  1st Platoon t a l k i n g ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q Now, a t  t h e  time do you r e c a l l  two engineer
demo men moving forward, coming through t h e  p la toon ,  moving 
up toward the  br idge?  

A. Coming up through the  platoon? Y e s ,  s ir .  
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Q W e l l ,  were they c a l l e d  forward before  or  a f t e r  
the  mine went o f f ?  

A. Af te r .  

Q What about t h i s  man GUTHRIE? Did you ever know 
a man named GUTHRIE? . 

A. GUTHRIE, a t a l l  skinny k i d ?  

Q - Y e s ,  from New Mexico, You know him? Was he 
an EOD man? 

A. He was the  p l a t o o n ' s  EOD man he--

Q - ( In terpos ing)  Did he go--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  He's the  one t h a t  c a r r i e d  a l l  
the  demoli t ion.  

9- Did he go forward, o r  d i d  j u s t  t h e s e  engineers? 

A. I b e l i e v e  he went wi th  them. 

Q Okay. And they moved forward through your 
platoon,  r i g h t ?  

A. Right.  

Q - And a f t e r  t h e  mine detonated? 

A. Right. 

Q. Was t h e r e  any f i r i n g  going on a t  t h a t  time? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember i f  t h e r e  was or not .  

Q- Well, how c lose  t o  you--how c l o s e  t o  t h e  br idge  
were you when t h a t  mine went o f f ?  

A. About 200 meters.  

Q. About 200 meters? 

A. Tha t ' s  c l o s e ,  sir. 
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LTC NOLL: Your p la toon was t h e  lead  platoon? 

A. Yes. 

Q Did you have your own p o i n t  group o u t ?  A man 
wi th  a minesweeper looking f o r  mines? 

A. There was a minesweeper with the  p la toon over  
on the  o t h e r  s i d e .  We only had t h e  one. 

Q You only had one? A l l  r i g h t ,  so t h e  job was 
t o  c l e a r  both s i d e s  of t h e  br idge? I n  o t h e r  words, i f  
t h e r e  had been mines on t h e  west s i d e . o f  the  br idge  they 
would have t o  have loca ted  those a l s o ?  

Tha t ' s  t r u e .  

Q Throughout this a r e a  d i d  you take  any Vietnamese 
c i v i l i a n s  with you? 

A. I d o n ' t  know i f  they d i d  o r  not .  

Q Did you pick any up as  you moved along t h i s  
t r a i l  through My Lai? I n  o t h e r  words, when t h e s e  mines 
went off--put a couple of males--a couple of male Vietnam-
ese ou t  i n  f r o n t  on the  po in t?  Do you remember? I ' m  
looking f o r  a couple of male Vietnamese t h a t  l a t e r  on i n  
the  day ended up walking p o i n t  f o r  one of the  p la toons ,  
and I ' m  j u s t  cur ious  where. they came from? I d o n ' t  know 
where they were caught? 

A. I d o n ' t ' e i t h e r .  

Q* - Okay. 

COL WILSON: Now, these  EOD people o r  demoli t ion personnel 
moved forward t o  t h e  br idge  i n  f r o n t  of the  p la toon.  And 
I guess i n  f r o n t  of your p o i n t  squad, t h a t  is  i f  your po in t  
squad had h i t  t h e  br idge  by t h a t  time. Do you know whether 
they had reached t h e  br idge? 

A, I b e l i e v e  they were wi th in  s i g h t  of the  br idge .  

Q And which squad d i d  you have in- -a t  the  point--
i n  the  p o i n t ?  
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A. Damned i f  I know. 

You c a n ' t  remember? Remember t h e  squad l eade r?  

A. 1 had a SP4 as squad l e a d e r c  

Q. Remember--you remember which one he was? 

A. No. I d o n ' t  remember which one it was a c t u a l l y .  

Q- Okay. You c o u l d n ' t  see what was going on up a t  
t h e  b r idge?  Okay. How long  d i d  you h a l t  b e f o r e  you moved 
forward aga in  ac ross  t h e  br idge?  

I t  w a s  about  15  t o  20 minutes ,  I guess .  

Q- About 15 t o  20 minutes?  And then  you moved 
ac ross  t h e  br idge?  You d o n ' t  remember any f i r i n g  going on? 
You remember any gunships coming i n ?  

A. I t h i n k  a f t e r  w e  a l l  g o t  a c r o s s  t h e r e  t h e r e  
were a couple of rounds. 

Q- But n o t  before?  W e l l ,  you wouldn' t know what--
would you know i f  t h e r e  were any gunships? 

A. Yeah, w e  had gunships f l y i n g  ove r  i n  t h a t  area 
a l l  t h e  t i m e  when t h e r e  were t roops  i n  t h e r e .  

Q v How many gunships coming i n  f o r  f i r i n g  runs?  

A. I b e l i e v e  they  d i d ,  y e s ,  s i r .  

Q. How many? 

A. L e t  me s e e .  Two s h i p s .  

Q g  How many runs?  

They made a couple of sweeps through t h e r e .  

Q W e l l ,  yes .  This  was b e f o r e  you c rossed  t h e  
br idge?  

No. I f  I ' m  r i g h t  it was a f t e r  w e  c rossed  t h e  
br idge .  

\ 
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Q Well, when you crossed  t h e  br idge  d i d  you , 
r ece ive  any f i r e ?  

A. I d o n ' t  th ink  s o ,  s i r .  

Q Had TAYLOR' been evacuated? I f  he I s  t h e r e  h e ' s  
lay ing  r i g h t  a t  t h e  end of t h e  br idge? 

A. No, he was evacuated. Didn ' t  t ake  them long t o  
g e t  him o u t  of the re .  

Q And you th ink  you rece ived  f i r e  when you go t  
on the  o t h e r  s i d e ?  

A. Do I th ink  I ' d  reached t h e  o t h e r  s ide--

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  Well, you s a i d  t h a t  you thought 
you might have heard a couple of  rounds come i n ,  when you 
go t  over  t h e r e ?  

A. Yeah. L a t e r  t h e r e  was a couple that came i n  
from down i n  t h e  southern  p a r t  t h e r e ,  sir. 

Q Was t h i s  while  you were c ross ing  o r  a f t e r  you'd
crossed? 

A. A f t e r  weSd crossed.  

Q. Did you c r o s s  your men i n  s i n g l e  f i l e ,  o r  groups 
of twos, o r  how d i d  you g e t  them across?  

A. I--we crossed  them a t - - I  t h i n k  they  j u s t  eased 
up and walked ac ross .  

Q. Any spacing? 

A. Yes. 

Q How much space? 

A. We always had about 15 t o  20 meters a p a r t .  

Q Now t h e r e ' s  something t h a t  I ' v e  been worried 
about. I wondered i f  you had heard any information on 
t h i s ,  be fo re ,  o r  dur ing ,  o r  a f t e r  t h e  1st Platoon was s e n t  
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across  t h a t  b r idge  t o  secure  t h a t  a r e a  over  t h e r e ,  I would 
suppose--and it moved o f f  1000 meters t o  t h e  n o r t h ,  l e f t  
the  br idge ,  i f  my assumption i s  correct--and t h e  company 
knowing t h a t  i t ' s  going t o  c ross  t h a t  br idge  t h e  next  day, 
why d i d  they move o f f ,  why d i d n ' t  they l a a g e r  a t  t h a t  
br idge do you know? 

A. I d o n ' t  know, unless  it was on low ground. 

Q *  Well, i n  t h e  same proximity of t h e  b r idge  where 
they could a t  l e a s t  have secured it t o  a c e r t a i n  e x t e n t  
from being mined t h a t  n igh t?  Wasn't it t h e  o b j e c t i v e  f o r  
the  company t o  move across  t h e  b r idge  t h e  nex t  day i n  t h e  
o r i g i n a l  plan? O r  was t h e  company supposed--was anybody 
bes ides  t h e  1st Platoon supposed t o  secure  t h a t  br idge?  

A .  No. 

Q Was t h e  1st Platoon supposed t o  secure  i t ?  -

A. I d o n ' t  know i f  they were o r  no t .  The company 
commander went ac ross  t h e r e  and gave them t h e i r  o rde r s .  

Q. When? 

' A. The day before.  

Q You mean t h e  company commander went ac ross  t h e  
br idge on 1 6  March? 

A. I don' t know. 

LTC NOLL: Did you have a meeting i n  t h e  n i g h t  l a a g e r  
a rea  t o  g e t  i n s t r u c t i o n s  f o r  t h e  next  day? 

A. Yes. 

Q- Was t h i s  t h e  f i r s t  time t h a t  you knew you were 
t o  move ac ross ,  and move t o  t h e  e a s t  ac ross  t h a t  b r idge ,  
t o  t h a t  s p i t  of land ,  o r  d i d  you know befo re  you came t o  
the  f i e l d  t h a t  you were t o  do t h a t ?  

A. No, s i r .  

COL WILSON: No, what? 
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LTC NOLL: I asked you two ques t ions  and t h e r e f o r e  I d o n ' t  
understand your answer. 

A .  Well t h e  f i r s t  ques t ion ,  d i d  I know befo re  I 
went t o  the  f i e l d  t h a t  I was going over t h e r e ,  no. And 
d i d  I know. it p r i o r  t o  - t h a t  evening, no. 

Q You were t o l d  t h a t  n igh t?  

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q- What form w a s  t h i s ?  

A. We had our  meetings p e r i o d i c a l l y .  

Q- You had t h e  meeting, what o t h e r  i n s t r u c t i o n s  
were issued? Did he r e i t e r a t e  anything on d e s t r u c t i o n  of 
bunkers, burning of v i l l a g e s  a t  t h i s  time? Did he say what 
C Company would be doing t h e  next  day? 

A. I ' m  n o t  s u r e ,  b u t  I th ink  he s a i d  t h a t  Char l i e  
Company was going back t o  Uptight .  

Q- How about i n s t r u c t i o n s  f o r  your own company? 

A. We were going to  c ross  over  on t h e  causeway and 
t h e  2d.and 3d Pla toons ,  I be l i eve ,  were going t o  sweep t o  
t h e  nor th  and 1st w a s  going tc t h e  south.  

Q Did he change those  i n s t r u c t i o n s  once he g o t  
over  the re?  

A. NO, s ir .  I d o n ' t  th ink  so ,  no, sir.  I know 
I went--took my people and went on up nor th .  

Q How f a r  nor th  d i d  you go? 500 meters? 

A .  That p a r t i c u l a r  day? 

Q o 17 March, yes?  

A. I f  I remember r i g h t  we went a l l  t h e  way up. 

Q You me* you went a l l  t h e  way up along h e r e  
and then back down? 
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-A. A s  I r e c a l l ,  yes ,  sir. 

COL WILSON: To g e t  back on t h e  t i m e  on t h i s ,  t h e  booby 
t r a p  was detonated by TAYLOR a t  0810,  and then a t  0845 
the 1st Platoon repor ted  rece iv ing  s n i p e r  f i r e ,  it may 
have been what you were t a l k i n g  about.  

* 

A. I guess it was. -

Q A l l  r i g h t .  That 35 minutes from t h e  t i m e  
t h a t  t h e  booby t r a p  went o f f  u n t i l  t h a t  s n i p e r  f i r e  came 
i n ,  maybe you were across  then ,  I don 't know? You f i g u r e  
t h a t  you were across  that br idge  35 minutes a f t e r  t h a t  
booby t r a p  went o f f ?  O r  t h e  mine went o f f ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  I was, yes. 

Q - Pres ton  WINSTON--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  Yes, sir. 

Q - Do you remember a man named Pres ton  WINSTON? 
Do you remember a man coming under f i r e  c ross ing  a b r idge ,  
jumping o f f  t h e  b r idge ,  hanging over  t h e  s i d e  of i t ?  

A.  WINSTON? He was a co lored  boy, i f  I remember 
r i g h t .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t .  

Q Did you know i f  any of your p la toon came under 
f i r e  while  they w e r e  c ross ing  t h e  br idge?  

A. I d o n ' t  t h ink  they 'did,  

Q How about t h e  2d Platoon fol lowing you? Do you 
remember see ing  any of t h e i r  people t h a t  came under f i r e  
c ross ing  the br idge?  

A. It could have been t h e  2d Platoon.  

Q Well, when you got  on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  
br idge ,  do you remember see ing  any bodies over  t h e r e ?  

A. There was an o l d  woman. 

Q Where w a s  she? 
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A.  I think t h e  1st Platoon had h e r  s i t t i n g  
t h e r e  b e s i d e  one of t h e  t r e e s .  

Q- No, I mean--I'm t a l k i n g  about bodies ,  dead. 

A. Oh, no. 

Q- Was t h i s  o l d  woman wounded o r  anything, o r  w a s  
she  j u s t  s i t t i n g  t h e r e ?  

A.  She was j u s t  s i t t i n g  the re .  

Q The 1st Platoon had her?  

A .  Yes, sir. 

Q- Do you r e c a l l  what e l s e  happened around t h e r e  
i n  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  a rea?  Did you say you d i d n ' t  s e e  any 
bodies? Did you s e e  any f r e s h  graves over  t h e r e ?  

A. I don1t know i f  t h e r e  w a s  o r  n o t ,  s ir .  

Q. Did you g e t  t o  move around much over  the re?  
What happened a f t e r  you g o t  across  t h e  br idge?  

A.  A f t e r  we g o t  across  t he  br idge  we spread  ou t  
a l i t t l e  and wai ted  f o r  t h e  o t h e r s ,  t h e  CP group and t h e  
2d Platoon t o  g e t  across  and then we a l l  moved ou t .  

Q- W e l l ,  where d i d  you go? 

A. I went up north.  

Q- How f a r ?  

A. I t  was an a l l  day job t h a t  we done. We crossed 
the  b r idge  and we went up. Well, we moved up 2,000 meters 
o r  a l i t t l e  more. We moved up i n t o  t h i s  a r e a  ( i n d i c a t i n g ). 
We went back to--no, w a i t  a minute,  it was more l i k e  3,000 
meters.  

Q Do you th ink  you moved up t o  Ky Xuyen (1) o r  
i n  t h a t  v i c i n i t y ?  

A.  Yes, s i r .  Up i n  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  . 
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Q *  Okay, i f  you moved up t h e r e  your p la toon moved 
by i t s e l f .  Is t h a t  what happened? 

A. I t h i n k  so. 

Q- We knew t h a t  t h e  3d Platoon w a s  s e p a r a t e  from 
t h e  company t h a t  day, b u t  we had no i n d i c a t i o n  it w a s  t h a t  
fa r - - tha t  f a r  away? 

A. Let m e  th ink ,  I may be  ahead he re ,  myself. W e  
went up t o  t h i s  o t h e r  br idge .  I t  was blowed out .  

Q- Yes. 

A. I t ' s  n o t - - i t ' s  on he re .  We were up t o  about 
here.  We could watch t h e s e  o t h e r  two br idges  here.  

Q- Is t h a t  what you went up t h e r e  f o r ?  

A. That and a  blocking fo rce .  

Q. SO you--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  To keep them from coming down. 

'2- So you moved nor th  j u s t  south of Lty L a i  ( 2 ) ?  

A. Yeah. 
. . 

Q O r  j u s t  sou theas t  of My La i  ( 2 )  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  
of those  two br idges?  And s e t  up a  blocking p o s i t i o n ?  

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q. Now d i d  you s t a y  t h e r e  a l l  n i g h t  o r  d i d  you 
move back down t o  t h e  o t h e r  br idge  t h a t  evening? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember i f  I s tayed t h e r e  a l l  n i g h t  
o r  we moved back. I t h i n k  we moved back down t o  t h e  o t h e r  
br idge .  

Q. Was t h e  mortar p la toon with you when you moved 
up t h e r e  t o  t h a t  blocking p o s i t i o n ?  

A .  No, they  w e r e n ' t ,  sir. I t h i n k  they  s t ayed  down 
t h e r e  a t  t h e  br idge .  
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9. Did you do  any s e a r c h i n g  up i n  t h a t  area when 
you moved up t h e r e ?  

( I n t e r p o s i n g )  No, sir.A.  

Q J u s t  open the--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  J u s t  sweep t h e  area to  t h e  rear. 
S e t  up by a l i n e  a c r o s s  t h e  causeway t h e r e  where t h e  bombed 
b r i d g e  w a s .  There ,  s i r  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  . 
Q a  L e t ' s  see what y o u ' r e  p o i n t i n g  t o ,  I ' m  not--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  There  was a v i l l a g e  between h e r e  
and he re .  

& Okay, y o u ' r e  p o i n t i n g  t o  the--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I t  w a s  a l l  c l e a r e d  o u t .  

a - You p o i n t i n g  t o  the--from t h e  sou th  i t ' s  t h e  
c o r n e r  o f  t h e  b r i d g e  n o r t h  t o  t h e  second b r i d g e  which w a s  
demolished--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Right .  

Q. On t h e  p e n i n s u l a  t h e r e  were no v i l l a g e s .  You j u s t  
se t  up a b lock ing  p o s i t i o n  t h e r e  t h a t  day and you moved 
back t h a t  n i g h t ?  , 

A .  I f  I remember r i g h t ,  y e s ,  s ir ,  w e  d i d .  

Q- And you sef up your  l a a g e r  t h a t  n i g h t  n e a r  t h e  
o r i g i n a l  b r i d g e  t h a t  you c ros sed?  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q Did anyth ing  unusual  happen t h a t  day? 

A. I t h i n k  w e  had some--there w a s  a company do ing  
some f i r i n g  down i n  t h e  sou the rn  p a r t  of t h i s .  

Q- Y e s ,  b u t  I meant your area. Did anyth ing  un-
u s u a l  happen i n  your  a r e a ?  
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A. No, s ir .  

Q Now, what do you know about  what t h e  company 
was doing,  what you heard on t h e  r a d i o ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q What d i d  your h e a r ?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember. 

Q Did you s e e  any burning--did you see any smoke 
coming up from down t h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  i n  t h a t  a rea?  

A. No, s i r .  

Q The n e x t  morning o r - - j u s t  a second h e r e  l e t  m e  
see .  That evening o r  the--do you remember one o f  your men 
f i n d i n g  a dead women up on t h a t  sand dune? 

A. Yeah. She wasn ' t  bu r i ed .  

Q Did you see he r?  

A. Y e s .  

Q- What d i d  she  d i e  from? 

A .  I d o n ' t  know. I d i d n ' t  examine t h e  body. 
A f t e r  l a y i n g  o u t  i n  t h e  sun a l l  day it d i d n ' t  s m e l l  t o o  
sweet. 

Q I t  had a l r eady  begun decomposing? 

A .  Y e s .  

Q Do you recall whether t h a t  w a s  t h e  17 th  o r  t h e  
18 th ,  she w a s  found? 

A. I b e l i e v e  i t  was t h e  n i g h t  of  the '  17 th .  J u s t  
about,  it was beginning t o  g e t  dark.  

9 Okay. Do you want t o  make any e n t r i e s  on t h a t ?  

LTC NOLL: Y e s ,  s i r ,  I do. 
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COL WILSON: Okay, go ahead. 

LTC NOLL: I want t o  a sk  you one q u e s t i o n .  I t ' s  p o s s i b l e  
t h a t  you l e f t  p a r t  of  your  p l a toon  a t  t h e  b r i d g e ,  h e r e  a t  
t h i s  lower b r i d g e  and took t h e  o t h e r  p a r t  of it up h e r e  
( i n d i c a t i n g )  , t o  b e  a -b lock ing  f o r c e .  Do you remember leav-
i n g  any e lement  of  your  p l a toon  down h e r e  d u r i n g  t h e  day,  
w h i l e  you took  one group n o r t h ?  

A .  Come t o  t h i n k  of it, Sergeant  VANN w a s  go ing  
t o  s t a y  down h e r e  a t  t h e  b r i d g e  w i t h  h i s  mor t a r s ,  and h e  
wanted t h e  whole p l a t o o n  t o  s e c u r e  h i s  mor ta r  t ube .  

Q So d i d  you l e a v e  p a r t  of  it down t h e r e  w i t h  Ser-
s e a n t  VANN? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

COL WILSON: Who d i d  you l e a v e  down t h e r e ?  

A. I t h i n k  I--I b e l i e v e  I l e f t  a whole squad t h e r e .  
And I took  t h e  rest o f  them up n o r t h  t h e r e  w i t h  m e .  

Q So a c t u a l l y  you had h a l f  of  your  p l a toon  w i t h  
you? 

A. Yeah. 

Q And h a l f  down t h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) ?  Did t h a t  
s a t i s f y  Sergeant  VANN? 

A. Y e s .  

Q. Who t o l d  .you t o  move up n o r t h  anyhow? Did t h e  
company commander t e l l  you t o  go up t h e r e ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  He d i d n ' t  want any th ing  t o  happen t o  
h i s  mor ta r  t ube .  

Q. Did he  have one tube?  

A. I d o n ' t  know i f  h e  had one o r  two o u t  t h e r e  t h a t  
day. To t e l l  you t h e  t r u t h  I d o n ' t  know, he  might have had 
a l l  t h r e e  of  them. I d o n ' t  know. 
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Q A l l  r i g h t .  Now t h e  next  morning--well, t h e r e  
were r e p o r t s  t h a t  on t h e  way south ,  t h e r e  were some booby 
t r a p s  and mines destroyed and one VC K I A .  There w a s  a l s o  
a r e p o r t  t h e r e  was some--not on t h e  log-- that  t h e r e  were 
some people k i l l e d  i n  a sampan o u t  t h e r e  i n  t h e  r i v e r .  
But you d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any of the--you s a i d  t h a t  you d o n ' t  
r e c a l l  anything l i k e  t h i s ?  

A .  Y e s .  

Q- A l l  r i g h t ,  t h e  next  morning B Company s t a r t e d  
moving back toward your d i r e c t i o n ?  

A * ,  Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q *  Your p la toon as I understand it found a cache 
of 3 ,000  pounds of r i c e ?  

I t  w a s  up t h e r e  nex t  t o  that .  dead woman. 

Q Y e s .  And then  I suppose you tagged on t h e  back 
of t h e  company a s  they came through and moved nor th?  

A. yes ,  s i r .  

LTC NOLL: Put  a number 3 on t h e  photo (Exhibi t  P-168) f o r  
the  blocking p o s i t i o n  occupied by one squad of your 36 P l a -
toon on 1 7  March. 

(The wi tness  d i d  as reques ted . )  

Your n i g h t  defens ive  p o s i t i o n  w a s  r i g h t  across  
from t h e  br idge ,  w a s  it not?  

Y e s ,  s i r ,  it was, i n  t h a t  genera l  a rea .  

Q- ~ l lr i g h t .  

A. I f  I ' m  n o t  mistaken, they  had a machinegun s i t -
t i n g  t h e r e  covering t h a t  br idge .  

Q Probably d id .  

A. I know I d i d n ' t  s l e e p  t o o  w e l l  t h a t  n i g h t .  
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COL WILSON: Why n o t ?  

A .  With t h e  area w e  had t o  cover.  

Q P o i n t  number 4 i s  t h e  n i g h t  d e f e n s i v e  p o s i t i o n ,
f o r  17 March. (The w'iliness s o  marked t h e  photo E x h i b i t  P-168.) 

Okay now what happened? Go ahead. 

LTC NOLL: I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  s t r a i g h t  i n  my mind what hap-
pened on t h e  17 th .  The company came a c r o s s  t h e  b r i d g e  t h a t  
morning, one p l a t o o n  w a s  a l r e a d y  on t h i s  s p i t  of  l a n d ,  on 
t h e  pen insu la  whatever  you ca l l  i t ,  two p l a toons  came a c r o s s .  
Two p l a toons  s t a r t e d  working t h e i r  way s o u t h ,  someone had i n -
d i c a t e d  t h a t  when t h e  1st P la toon  moved sou th  t h e r e  w a s  t h i s  
Vietnamese m a l e  walking i n  f r o n t  o f  him? 

A .  I c a n ' t  s a y  e i t h e r  way. 

Q. V i s u a l l y  t h e i r  p r o g r e s s  was very--at  least  I 
t h i n k  it w a s  r e l a t i v e l y  slow t h a t  morning. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  
t h e y  g o t  any f u r t h e r  sou th  t h a n  one g r i d  squa re ,  700 o r  800 
meters .  And t h e n  they  broke f o r  lunch.  I ' m  k ind  of c u r i o u s  
w a s  t h e r e  a k i n d  o f  m i l l i n g  around h e r e  when you came a c r o s s  
t h e  b r i d g e ,  what took them s o  long  t o  g e t  down sou th?  Did 
you see any m a l e  Vietnamese o r  d e t a i n e e s  a t  t h i s  t ime? 

A. I d o n ' t  remerher  i f  t h e r e  were any m a l e  d e t a i n e e s  
o r  n o t ,  b u t  I t h i n k ,  i f  I remember r i g h t ,  t h e  c o l o n e l  came 
i n  t h e r e  and brought  a new l i e u t e n a n t ,  a p l a t o o n  l e a d e r ,  t h a t  
morning. 

Q. Lieu tenan t  MUNDY brought  a new l i e u t e n a n t ?  

A .  - H e  d i d n ' t  s t a y  t h e r e  very long .  I d o n ' t  even 
know where--I d o n ' t  even remember h i s  name, sir.  

COL WILSON: LEWIS, now a t  t h e  t ime t h a t  l i e u t e n a n t  was 
brought  o u t  t h e r e ,  L i eu t enan t  LEWIS, he took ove r  t h e  2d 
P la toon- A t  t h e  t ime  he  was brought  o u t  t h e r e ,  do  you re-
c a l l  a S t a r s  and S t r i p e s  photographer  coming o u t ?  L e t  me  
s a y ,  do you r e c a l l  a photographer  coming o u t  t h e r e ?  

A .  I b e l i e v e  t h e r e  was, b u t  I wouldn ' t  swear t o  it. 
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Q *  Anybody e l s e  t h a t  wasn ' t  p a r t  of B Company t h a t  
came ou t  t h e r e  t h a t  day? 

A. I don ' t  remember i f  t h e r e  was o r  no t .  

LTC NOLL: D i d  you s e e  t h a t  o f f i c e r  a r r i v e  t h a t  morning? 

A. That l i e u t e n a n t ?  

Q *  Yes. 

A. I d i d n ' t  s e e  him a r r i v e .  I saw him a f t e r  he  
got on t h e  ground. 

Q- That day? 

A. I go t  a  glimpse of him. I d i d n ' t  g e t  a r e a l  
good look a t  him. I saw he was a young l i e u t e n a n t .  I d i d n ' t  
know who it was. 

Q Well, he arrived--

A .  ( In te rpos ing)  I t  was j u s t  another  o f f i c e r  t o  
me. 

Q- He a r r i v e d  when t h e  company was r i g h t  h e r e  ac ross  
t h e  bridge?, 

A. Before. 

Q. Before you broke up? T h a t ' s  r i g h t ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q. Did you observe any ARVN s o l d i e r s  i n  t h e  a r e a ,  
a t  t h i s  t ime? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember i f  t h e r e  were any ARVN i n  t h e r e  
o r  not .  I t h i n k  he  had h i s  i n t e r p r e t e r ,  a couple of  i n t e r -
p r e t e r s  wi th  him. 

Q. 'This  was Captain MICHLES" i n t e r p r e t e r ?  

A. Yes, sir. 
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Q Two i n t e r p r e t e r s ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  he had two, one o r  two. 

Q See any ARVN's  o t h e r  than  those  and t h e  two 
whi te  l i e u t e n a n t s ?  ' . 

A. None. 

Q- See L ieu tenan t  MUNDY t h a t  morning? 

A. NO,  s i r .  

Q What t i m e  w a s  t h i s ,  0900, 1000? 

A. I ' m  n o t  s u r e ,  it was e i the r - -we l l  anyway a f t e r  
t h e  s n i p e r  f i r i n g ,  o r  du r ing  it, o r  which it was. 

Q- Okay. 

COL WILSON: Do you e v e r  reca l l - -and  I r e a l i z e  t h a t  t h i s  
person i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  s e e ,  b u t  do you e v e r  r e c a l l  s e e i n g  
t h e  person i n  E x h i b i t  P-210? 

(COL WILSON handed t h e  photo t o  t h e  wi tness . )  

A. NO,  s ir .  

Q* A 1 1  r i g h t .  Now, l e t ' s  go t o  t h e  morning of  t h e  
18 th .  You b u r i e d  t h i s  woman, t h e  dead you found; found a 
rice cache t h e r e .  I d o n ' t  know whether you evacuated it o r  
not .  Did you? 

A. y e s ,  s ir . .  

Q YOU d id?  

A. I t  was bagged up i n  sand bags,  and l i f t e d  o u t ,  and 
went down t o  Quang Ngai, I guess.  

Q Okay, t h a t  was a t  0755 when t h a t  r ice was r e p o r t -
ed. 

LTC NOLL: How f a r  was t h i s  from t h a t  dead woman? 
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A. I t  was maybe 75 t o  100 f e e t .  

Q* How d i d  you f i n d  t h a t  r i c e ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know. They were up t h e r e  p e t e r i n g  
around, looking t o  s e e  what we could f i n d .  

Q Was t h i s  r i c e  s p o i l i n g  or--was it wet? 

A. It was damp. Some of it was damp. 

Q Was it hot?  

A. From the--

9 - ( In te rpos ing)  Sun? 

A. Most of it was underground, sir. 

Q Any of you men t a l k  about a--I s e e  you went up--
see  you went up t o  p o i n t  3 on t h e  map, t h a t  blocking posi-
t i o n  on t h e  17th? 

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q You l e f t  Sergeant  VANN down on t h e  br idge .  Did 
any of your men t a l k  about see ing  bodies  i n  My Khe ( 4 ) ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q. Did any of them go i n t o  My Khe ( 4 )  t o  look around? 

A.  My Khe ( 4 ) ?  

Q. I should i d e n t i f y  it f o r  you. My Khe ( 4 )  i s  t h e  
v i l l a g e  d i r e c t l y  across  t h e  b r idge  t h a t  you crossed  t h a t  
morning. 

A. My Khe ( 4 )  i s  down here?  

COL WILSON: J u s t  south--

LTC NOLL: ( In te rpos ing)  J u s t  south  of t h e  br idge .  

A. No, we d i d n ' t  go down t h e r e .  
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Q. South of t h i s  here?  Did you hear  any r e p o r t s
o f  t h e  1st P l a t o o n ' s  ope ra t ions  on 16 March? 

A. No, sir ,  I d o n ' t  remember any. 

COL WILSON: A 1 1  r ight . .  Okay you looked on up--looked on 
north.  Apparently t h e r e  w a s  no g r e a t  problem. You went on 
i n t o  t h e s e  l a r g e  v i l l a g e s  up t h e r e  i n  the  nor thern  s e c t i o n ,  
i f  you r e f e r  t o  E x h i b i t  MAP-5, i t ' s  up i n  t h e  Ky Xuyen (1), 
An Ky a r e a s ,  and rounded up a whole bunch of people t h e r e  
and had a MEDCAP. I t h i n k  you were probably searching  most 
of the  day. Do you remember t h e  opera t ion  of your p la toon 
t h a t  day? 

A .  Tha t ' s  t h e  day t h a t  I took a l l  my men and round-
ed a l l  t h e  people up. 

Q Well, now we understand t h a t  e i t h e r  two o r  t h r e e  
of t h e  platoons of  t h e  company were a l l  engaged i n  t h e  same 
th ing ,  rounded t h e  people up and we're  t r y i n g  t o  f i g u r e  t h e  
d i s p o s i t i o n  of t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  of t h e  p la toons  through 
t h a t  a rea?  Who was screening  o r  searching  t o  t h e  south and 
who was on t h e  nor th  and s o  f o r t h ?  Did you have a d e l i n e a t e d  
a r e a  assigned t o  your p la toon t o  move i n t o  and t o  b r i n g  
people o u t  o f ?  

A .  Well, ou r  company commander t o l d  us t o  come up 
along t h e  beach he re  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) ,  s t a r t  ga the r ing  them up, 
j u s t  s t a y  o f f  t h i s  h i l l  h e r e ,  f o r  it was heav i ly  mined and 
booby-trapped. 

Q T h a t ' s  t h e  h i l l  tha t - -

A. ( In te rpos ing)  H i l l  26 .  

Q H i l l  2 6 .  Okay. And he s a i d  s t a y  o f f  tha t - -
s a i d  s t a y  along t h e  beach--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  Yes, s i r ,  work our--

Q . ( In te rpos ing)  Is t h a t  what he t o l d  you? 

A. Work our  way through he re  along t h e  beach l i n e  
and come on around t h e  base of t h a t  h i l l ,  n o t  t o  g e t  too  f a r  
up--too c l o s e  t o  it and then  come on around t h e  o t h e r  s i d e .  
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Q - And then  go on on t h e  nor thern  s ide-- the north-
e r n  s i d e  of  t h e  peninsula? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Staying  with t h e  w a t e r  on your r i g h t  f l ank?  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  This  a l l  i n  through he re  was nothing 
but  open f i e l d s  and r i c e  paddies.  

You're po in t ing  t o  An K y ?  

A. Yes, sir.  

Q. The v i l l a g e  of  An Ky w a s  nothing b u t  an open 
f i e l d  and r i c e  paddies? 

A. Right,  sir.  Well not--the c e n t e r  p a r t  of t h e  
peninsula  t h e r e  was open r i c e  paddies .  

a.  You were sweeping through v i l l a g e s  pr imar i ly .  
Right? 

A .  Y e s .  

Q And you s t ayed  on t h e  per imeter  of t h e  peninsula  
then ,  going up t h e  south s i d e ,  swinging around, and coming 
back t h e  nor th  s i d e .  Is t h a t  r i g h t ?  

A. That w a s  t h e  genera l  area we were i n .  

Q Okay, what were t h e  o t h e r  p la toons  doing? 

A. The a - - I ' m  n o t  s u r e  which one of them it i s ,  b u t  
one of them went up i n t o  t h i s  o t h e r  l i t t l e  peninsula  he re .  

a. So one p la toon went up i n t o  Ky Xuyen ( 2 ) ?  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q You d o n ' t  know which one t h a t  was? 

A. No. 

Q That I s  west  of t h e  f i s h  ponds? 
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Right.  

Q - What was t h e  o t h e r  platoon doing? 

A. I f  I ' m  n o t  mistaken they were t h e r e  s e t t i n g  up 
s e c u r i t y  f o r  t h e  CP group, sir. 

Q. 	 Okay. 

LTC NOLL: What would be t h e  company formation a s  you moved 
north? What was each e lement ' s  march p o s i t i o n ?  I n  o t h e r  
words, d id  t h e  platoons move i n  column, one p la toon moved.up 
along t h e  beach and one p la toon in land ,  on a t r a i l ,  o r  do 
you r e c a l l  what t h e  formation was a s  you went nor th?  

A. Well, l e t ' s  see .  I was moving mine i n  a column 
formation. I d o n ' t  know how t h e  o t h e r  p la toons  were moving. 

Q. Did you move on t h e  beach o r  d i d  you move on t h e  
t r a i l ?  

A. 	 No, I was n o r t h  of t h e  beach on t h e  t r a i l .  

Anybody i n  f r o n t  o r  behind your platoon? 

A. The only ones t h a t  were i n  f r o n t  of t h e  platoon 
would be Vietnamese. They were - -

Q. 	 ( In te rpos ing)  What do you mean Vietnamese? 

A. 	 To go o u t  and ga the r  up. 

Q. W e l l  we--you d i d n ' t  have Vietnamese when you 
l e f t ?  

A. 	 No. A s  f a r  a s  I know no one followed us .  

Q. 	 And nobody was i n  f r o n t  of you on t h e  t r a i l ?  

A .  No, sir.  


Q- You went up t h e  t r a i l  yourse l f?  


A .  	 Y e s .  
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Q- Was t h e r e  a platoon on t h e  beach o r  do you know? 
I ' m  t a l k i n g  about--what I am r e a l l y  t r y i n g  t o  f i x  now i s  
company formation a s  you moved south--as you moved nor th  
l a t e r  t h a t  morning without  moving o u t  on t h i s  narrow s t r i p  
of land? 

A. No. 

Q- You h a v e n ' t  got  up t o  where a l l  t h e  people a r e  
ye t?  

A. No, they moved t h e  whole company i n  a column 
formation. 

Q- On t h e  t r a i l  o r  on t h e  beach? 

A. No. The r i g h t  f l ank  was up on t h e  high ground 
t h e r e  and t h e  l e f t  f l ank  company was moving maybe 75 o r  a 
100 yards from t h e  beach, I d o n ' t  know. 

Q. The r i v e r ?  

A- Y e s .  

Q. Two pla toons  going nor th  l i k e  t h a t ?  

A. Y e s ,  t h e  whole company was moving nor th .  

Q =  One pla toon fol lowing another  platoon? 

A. Y e s .  

Q. W e l l ,  d id  you scou t  t h e  a r e a  going along he re  
o r  d id  you s t a y  on t h e  t r a i l ?  

A. No. 

Q. What about your i n s t r u c t i o n s  f o r  burning? Did 
you have any? 

A, Not through t h i s  a r e a  up he re .  No, sir.  

Q W e l l  why would you need t o  go up i n  t h a t  a rea?  

A.  W e  were j u s t  t o l d  t o  go i n  t h e r e  and round a l l  
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t h e  people  up and have them move down nex t  t o  t h a t  cemetery 
where, down i n  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  where t h e  MEDCAP was. ' 

Q. Why d i d n ' t  you burn t h a t  a r e a ?  I s n ' t  t h a t  p a r t  
o f  P i n k v i l l e  a r e a ?  

A. W e l l ,  what we cons ide red  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  is  j u s t  
up h e r e ,  and t h e  upper p o r t i o n  o f  it. W e  never  d i d  go i n  
t h e r e  and d e s t r o y  anyth ing .  

Q. When you moved up t h e r e ,  you say  once you g o t  
up h e r e ,  w e r e  a l l  t h e s e  people  you moved o u t  f a i r l y  c l o s e  
t o  t h e  w a t e r ,  w i t h  wate r  on your  r i g h t ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q - You g o t  up beyond An Ky and swung up t o  t h e  
n o r t h  and came back,  i s  t h a t  r i g h t ?  On t h e  n o r t h  s i d e ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q And you d o n ' t  know where--do you know where t h e  
o t h e r  p l a toons  were w h i l e  you w e r e  doing t h i s ?  

A. The on ly  one t h a t  I--I d o n ' t  know which p l a toon  
it was, b u t  t h e  o t h e r  p l a toon  w a s  g iven i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  go 
up and g a t h e r  everybody o u t  o f  t h i s  a r e a  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  

Q A l l  r i g h t .  

A. Our job was t h i s  K y  Xuyen ( 2 )  . 
/ 

COL WILSON: T h a t ' s  X-U-Y-E-N. 

Q. - D o  you r e c a l l  s e e i n g  any i n t e r r o g a t i o n s  going 
on i n  t h i s  a r e a ?  

A. No, sir.  I t  took  me t h e  b i g g e s t  p a r t  o f  t h e  
day t o  clear t h a t  a r e a  o u t ,  of  a l l  them people .  

Q W e l l ,  when you came back you came back t o  your  
n i g h t  l a a g e r  p o s i t i o n  t h a t  evening? 

A .  There  was t h e  Na t iona l  P o l i c e  and t h e  I b e l i e v e  
they  had t h e r e  M I  people  i n  t h e r e - t a l k i n g  t o  some o f  them. 
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Q Were t h e  medics s t i l l  t h e r e  when you g o t  back? 

A.  I be l i eve  they  were. I d o n ' t  know if they 
were o r  not .  

Q Well, when t h e s e  i n t e r r o g a t i o n s  were going on,
d i d  you see  any of  them? 

A. No, sir. 

Q Did you hea r  about any of t h e  i n t e r r o g a t i o n s ?  

A .  No. 

Q. Preceding that--go on t h a t  day, i s  anything un-
usual  t h a t  happened t h a t  day t h a t  you can r e c a l l ?  When you 
were sweeping o r  a f t e r  you re tu rned  t o  t h e  l a a g e r  a rea ,  be-
f o r e  dark? 

A. Not t h a t  I know of ,  sir. 

Q- Okay. Then t h e  n i g h t  defens ive  p o s i t i o n  was 
e s t a b l i s h e d ?  

A. Which? 

Q That night-- that--wel l ,  where i s  it, what I was 
going t o  have you p o i n t  out?  

A. I t  was up i n  t h i s  cemetery, here .  

Q You're po in t ing  to - - th i s  i s  on Exh ib i t  MAP-5, 
you say it w a s  i n  t h e  cemetery nor th  of Ky Xuyen ( I ) ?  

A. Yes. I t  was r i g h t  i n  t h a t  a r e a  t h e r e .  These 
houses h e r e  weren' t t h e r e ,  a t  l e a s t  they weren' t t h e r e  then.  
We s e t  up r i g h t  along t h a t  cemetery. 

Q. W e l l ,  d i d  you have one--one s i d e  on water ,  on 
t h e  sea? 

A. Y e s .  

Q. So you extended from the--
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A.  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  W e  had a t h ree - s ided  format ion.  
The beach on our--more o r  less t o  o u r  backs.  

Q Y e s .  Okay, s o  you extended from t h e  s e a  up -
around t h e  cemetery? 

A .  W e l l  no,  n o t  around t h e  cemetery. 

Q W e l l ,  I mean up t o  t h e  cemetery? 

A. Yeah, up t o  t h e  cemetery.  It was a box t y p e  
t h i n g .  W e l l ,  l e t ' s  s e e ,  where ' s  t h a t  hedge- l ike  t h i n g ?  
This  i s  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) ?  

A .  Y e s ,  it shou ld  be. W e  d o n ' t  know. No -way o f  
t e l l i n g .  

LTC NOLL: H e r e  i s  t h e  f i s h  pond a r e a .  The cemetery i s  
h e r e .  Your p r i m e t e r  was h e r e ?  

COL WILSON: I t  must have been. 

A. Y e s .  

0. One edge came very c l o s e  t o  t h a t  f i s h  pond. I 
d o n ' t  know whether you remember a f i s h  pond up t h e r e  o r  n o t .  

A. I d o n ' t  know. Well w e  came by it. It w a s n ' t  
no th ing ,  it looked l i k e d  a b i g  o l d  pa tch  of r i c e  paddies  t o  
me.  

Q - W e l l ,  t h e  o r d e r  o f  t h e  format ion wi th  your  back 
a g a i n s t  t h e  sea and going from r i g h t  t o  l e f t ,  a s  w e  under-
s t a n d ,  w a s  t h e  1st P la toon ,  t h e  n e x t  one was the--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  3d. 

Q. 3d p l a toon .  And then  the--

Q 2d P la toon .  A l l  r i g h t .  I ' m  going ove r  what 
happened t h a t  n i g h t  p r e t t y  f a s t  and t h e n  1'11 ask you i f  
you r e c a l l  any th ing  s p e c i f i c ?  I t  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  a t  0130 
you r ece ived  mor ta r  f i r e ,  one k i l l e d  and f i v e  wounded, t h i s  
was about  15 rounds somewhere around t h e r e ?  
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A. That w a s  t h e  n i g h t  MILUS w a s  k i l l e d ?  

Q T h a t ' s  c o r r e c t .  A t  0144 a dus to f f  was request-
ed and a t  0240 it was i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  a t  0244, it was in -
d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e  dus to f f  was complete. Then a t  0250 a 
"Spooky" was requested.  A t  0350 t h e  "Spooky" was repor ted  on 
s t a t t i o n  and a t  0440 repor ted  a second--another mortar 
round, one round. You r e c a l l  those  events  dur ing  t h e  n igh t?  

A .  Y e s ,  sir. 

Q - Is t h e r e  anything s p e c i f i c  t h a t  happened t h a t  
n igh t ,  a s i d e  from those  even t s ,  which you r e c a l l ?  Oh, do 
you r e c a l l  s m a l l  arms coming i n  a t  t h e  time t h e  mortar--
t h e  f i r s t  a t t a c k  occurred? 

A. NO,  sir.  

No s m a l l  arms?Q 

A. None t h a t  I know o f .  

a* Did the--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  hea r ing  any smal l  
arms shoot ing.  

Q. Did t h e  per imeter  open f i r e  t o  t h e  f r o n t  when t h e  
mortar began f i r i n g ?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember i f  they  d i d  o r  n o t ,  sir. 

Q. T h a t ' s  a l l  r i g h t .  The fol lowing morning d i d  you 
s e e  any i n t e r r o g a t i o n s  going on? 

A .  This  fol lowing morning? 

Q. Yes, it would be t h e  morning a f t e r  t h e  mortar 
a t t a c k ?  The morning of t h e  19th?  

A. No, I didn '  t s e e  any. 

Q. Did you s e e  any VC s u s p e c t s ,  PW's,  de ta inees?  

A. I th ink  they  had a couple o f  a--
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Q. ( In te rpos ing)  Who had? 

A. The CP group. And t h e  M I  man, he s t ayed  t h e r e  
a l l  n igh t .  

Q Do you know of any i n t e r r o g a t i o n s  t h a t  went on 
t h a t  n igh t?  

A. N o ,  sir.  

Q Did you ever  s e e  t h i s  man i n  Exhibi t  P-215? 

(COL WILSON handed t h e  photo t o  t h e  wi tness . )  

fl A. Y e s ,  he  looks f a m i l i a r ,  b u t  what h i s  name is ,  
I don' t know. 

Q. Where d i d  you s e e  him? 

A. He was s i t t i n g  t h e r e  on t h e  beach wa i t ing  t o  be 
s e n t  back t o  t h e  r e a r .  

Q. What day i s  t h a t ?  

A. That fol lowing morning. 

Q. The 19th?  

A. Yeah. 

Q. Was he b e a t  up? 

A. I don 't remember. 

Q. - Okay. A t  1230 a VC suspect  was repor ted  picked 
up on t h e  18th  o r  19th  and w e  had testimony t h a t  t h i s  man 
escaped, you know i f  one escaped? 

A.  No. 

Q. A l l  r i g h t .  A t  1050 t h e  1st .Platoon began ex-
t r a c t i o n  and c losed  a t  1140 t o  Uptight  and a t  1319 t h e  f i r s t  
l i f t  f o r  t h e  r e s t  of t h e  u n i t  went t o  Dot t i e ,  now I ' v e  go t  
some--
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LTC NOLL: ( In te rpos ing)  Were t h e r e  any ARVN's  i n  your 
p o s i t i o n  on t h e  19th? 

A. I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  t h e r e  were; I ' m  n o t  s u r e  i f  
t h e r e  were o r  no t .  I d o n ' t  t h ink  t h e r e  were. 

COL WILSON: Did you stop--or d i d  you rece ive  an o rde r  a t  
any t ime during t h e  opera t ion  t o  s t o p  burning? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember i f  w e  d i d .  

Q But you d i d  s t o p  burning,  I mean t h e  company
stopped burning? 

A .  Y e s .  

Q. You d o n ' t  remember anything coming down on tha t .?  

A. No. 

Q. Were you o r  anyone t h a t  you know ever  quest ioned 
on t h i s  opera t ion  while  you were s t i l l  i n  Vietnam, before  
t h i s ?  

A. Was I e v e r  quest ioned on it, no, sir.  

Q D i d  you have a camera? 

A .  No, sir. 

Q Did you ever  hea r  any rumors t h a t  c i v i l i a n s  had 
been k i l l e d  unnecessar i ly  by either C/1/20 o r  B/4/3 during 
t h i s  opera t ion?  

A. No. 

Q. Were you e v e r  t o l d  n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  p o s s i b l e  
k i l l i n g  of c i v i l i a n s  by Task Force Barker? 

A. No, sir.  

Q Do you know i f  marijuana was a problem i n  B Com-
pany? 

A .  No, sir. 
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Q Did you e v e r  s e e  any U . S .  o r  ARVN t o r t u r e  VC sus-
p e c t s  o r  p r i s o n e r s  of war? 

A.. NO, sir. 

Q .  .Did  you hav6 a chance t o  t a l k  t o  any C Company 
people t h e  n i g h t  of t h e  16 th ,  when they laagered  with you? 

A .  No, s i r ,  I d i d n ' t .  I seen  them, b u t  I d i d n ' t  
t a l k  t o  them. 

Q. Did you have a chance t o  t a l k  t o  any of t h e  1st 
Platoon when you crossed  t h e  br idge  t h a t  morning of t h e  17th? 

A. No, s i r .  

Q Do you have any documentar"yvidence, such a s  
t a p e  recordings ,  photographs, o r  anything t h a t  f i x e s  t h e  
t imes and p laces  of t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  opera t ion?  

A. No. There wasn ' t  any I d o n ' t  be l i eve .  

Q* Do you have any knowledge of an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o r  
inqu i ry  being made a f t e r  t h i s  opera t ion?  

A. What w a s  t h a t ,  s i r ?  

Q. Do you have any knowledge of an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o r  
inqui ry  being made a f t e r  t h i s  opera t ion  whi le  you were s t i l l  
i n  Vietnam? 

A. No, s i r .  

Q. - P o i n t  5 on t h e  photo (Exh ib i t  P-168), is--

LTC NOLL: ( In terpos ing)  That ' s your defensive p o s i t i o n  of  
18 March, i s n ' t  i t ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

(Exh ib i t  P-168 a s  annotated by wi tness  i s  e n t e r e d  
i n t o  evidence as E x h i b i t  P-225.) 

COL WILSON: Do you have any f u r t h e r  s ta tement  o r  any f u r t h e r  
testimony t h a t  might a s s i s t  General PEERS i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  
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A. No, sir. 

Q. Do you have any i d e a  what may have happened t o  
t h e  bodies  t h a t  were c a r r i e d  on t h e  body count,  a t o t a l  of 
38, on the--from t h e  1st Platoon? 

A. No, sir.  

Q What i s  your opinion of t h e  r e l i a b i l i t y  of body 
count? 

A. When I turned body count i n ,  I turned  i n  what I 
had counted. 

Q. And you counted them o r  d i d  you t a k e  it from 
your subordina te  squad l eader s?  

A. I counted them. 

Q. But you've got  a platoon t h a t ' s  spread  o u t  a 
d i s t a n c e ,  i s n ' t  t h i s  d i f f i c u l t  and e s p e c i a l l y  i n  an offen-
s i v e  s i t u a t i o n ,  a sweep, i s n ' t  it d i f f i c u l t  t o  see a l l  t h e  
a reas  where t h e  squads a r e  opera t ing?  

A. Not p a r t i c u l a r l y ,  sir ,  f o r  I w a s  a long behind 
t h e  l i n e ,  I moved a l l  t h e  t ime,  I d i d n ' t  s t a y  i n  one par-
t i c u l a r  s p o t .  I was moving. Maybe I ' d  be over  he re  and 
t h e  next  t i m e  I ' d  be over here ,  I was along t h e  whole l eng th  
of t h e  p la toon ,  

Q. How about t h e  o t h e r  p la toons ,  do you t h i n k  t h e i r  
body counts  were accuate? 

A. I would hope so.  There i s n ' t  anything worse 
than a d ishones t  man. 

Q Were you ever  i n s t r u c t e d  a t  anytime t h a t  you 
can r e c a l l ,  i n  r e p o r t i n g  body count ,  whether you were sup-
posed t o  s e p a r a t e  noncombatants i n  t h e  body count. For  i n -
s t ance ,  maybe t h e r e  was an a c c i d e n t i a l  k i l l i n g  of a couple 
of noncombatants, would they be repor ted  i n  wi th  t h e  body 
count o r  s e p a r a t e  from t h e  body count? 

A. I always counted them wi th  my body count.  
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Q With t h e  body count? Was t h e r e  any d e v i a t i o n  
when t h e  body count was made, t o  t e l l  t h e  company commander 
o r  anybody t h a t  two o r  t h r e e  of  t h e s e  people were noncombat-
an t s?  

A. I t o l d  c a p t a i n  MICHLES, I d o n ' t  know about t h e  
r e s t  of them. 

Q W e l l ,  t h a t  doesn' t--

A. ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )  I turned  my body count i n  on t h e  
radio .  

Q Y e s ,  b u t  I wanted--this c o n f l i c t s  with your last  
s ta tement  now, my ques t ion  was i f  you r epor ted  a body count,  
was t h a t  body count number always VC? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q Now, i f  you had i n d i v i d u a l s  who you knew were 
no t  VC t h a t  were k i l l e d ,  were they repor ted  s e p a r a t e  o r  were 
they  repor ted  i n  t h e  body count? 

A. That I knew wasn ' t  VC? A s  f a r  a s  I was concerned 
they was a l l  VC. 

Q What about one about t h i s  b i g  ( i n d i c a t i n g  a smal l  
c h i l d )  ? 

A. I wouldn't  bo the r  him, sir. 

Q NO, b u t  they  can g e t  k i l l e d ,  acc iden t ly?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  i f  t h e r e  was one k i l l e d  acc iden t ly  they 
d idn ' t  t e l l  me about it and I d i d n ' t  s e e  it. 

Q You've never had t h e  reason t o  r e p o r t  anything--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  No s i r ,  I have never had a reason 
t o  r e p o r t  a baby being k i l l e d .  

Q You never had a reason t o  r e p o r t  anybody, dur ing  
your time o f  t ak ing  body counts  t h a t  was n o t  VC? 

A. That 's r i g h t .  
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Q - Does t h a t  answer t h e  q u e s t i o n ,  b u t  what--well,  
it does t o  a c e r t a i n  e x t e n t ,  b u t  were you e v e r  t o l d  t h a t  
noncombatants should  be r e p o r t e d  s e p a r a t e  from body count? 

A. No, s ir .  

Q- W e l l ,  i f  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  had ever--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Well ,  i f  t h e y  were noncombatants 
l i k e  an  o l d  man o r  an o l d  woman, w e  wouldn ' t  h u r t  them. W e  
might g a t h e r  them up and t a k e  them back and l e t  t h e  i n t e r -
p r e t e r s  t a l k  t o  them, t hen  t h e y  r e l e a s e  them o r  send them 
on back t o  t h e  r e a r ,  t h a t ' s  up t o  them. 

& Suppose t h e y  were k i l l e d  by a r t i l l e r y ?  I ' m  n o t  
t a l k i n g  about  you k i l l i n g  them, I ' m  t a l k i n g  about  body count ,  
what i f  t h e y  w e r e  k i l l e d  by a r t i l l e r y ,  t h e y  w e r e  noncombat-
a n t s ,  how would t h e y  be r epo r t ed?  

A.  They would have to  be r e p o r t e d  as a noncombatant. 

8 Sepa ra t e?  

A. I h a v e n ' t  e v e r  s e e n  one l i k e  t h i s .  

Q. You know how--you never  had a r ea son  t o  r e p o r t
anyth ing  such as t h i s ?  

A. NO,  sir.  

COL WILSON: M r .  MCCLOUD, I r e q u e s t  t h a t  you n o t  d i s c u s s  your  
t es t imony i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  w i t h  o t h e r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  o t h e r  
w i t n e s s e s  f o r  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  e x c e p t  as you may be r e q u i r e d  
t o  do s o  b e f o r e  a competent j u d i c i a l  o r  l e g i s l a t i v e  body. 
Tha t  means t h a t  i t ' s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  you may be c a l l e d  b e f o r e  
t h e  House Armed S e r v i c e s  Committee o r  a j u d i c i a l  body, b u t  
i t ' s  n o t  l i k e l y .  But j u s t  i n  case, t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  I have 
g iven  you do n o t  p e r t a i n  t o  o f f i c i a l  bod ie s .  You unders tand  
what I 've s a i d ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

COL WILSON: Okay, w e  a p p r e c a t e  your  coming. 

The h e a r i n g  w i l l  r e c e s s  a t  t h i s  t i m e .  

(The h e a r i n g  r eces sed  a t  1245 h o u r s ,  11 February 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: NAVARRE, George C. 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 2 February 1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 1 6  MARCH 1968: Rifleman, Third Squad, 
Third Pla toono B/4/3.  

I. PRIOR TRAINING I N  THE RULES OF LAND WARFARE. 

M r .  NAVARRE had never seen t h e  MACV ca rds ,  "Nine Rules" 
and"The Enemy i n  Your Hands" (pg. 2 ) .  H e  had c l a s s e s  on 
the Geneva Conventions, b u t  he  could n o t  recal l  any t r a i n i n g  
regarding h i s  duty t o  disobey an i l l e g a l  o r d e r  (pg. 3 )  . 
2. PREOPERATIONAL PLANS AND BRIEFINGS. 

Sergeant  MCCLOUD was t h e  p la toon l eader  of t h e  t h i r d  
platoon whi le  Sergeant  JORDAN was NAVARRE's squad l eader  
(pgs. 4 ,  5 ) .  JORDAN normally b r i e f e d  t h e  squad p r i o r  t o  
an opera t ion ,  b u t  t h e  wi tness  could r e c a l l  no d e t a i l s  of 
t h e  15 March b r i e f i n g  (pgs. 3-7)  . 
3 .  B/4/3  COMBAT OPERATIONS, 16-19 MARCH 1968. 

a. A c t i v i t i e s  on 1 6  March. 

NAVARRE flew i n t o  t h e  LZ on t h e  f i r s t  l i f t .  H e  
v i v i d l y  r e c a l l e d  Lieutenant  COCHRAN being k i l l e d  by a booby 
t r a p  almost immediately a f t e r  t h e i r  i n s e r t i o n  (pgs. 8,9). 
He d i d  n o t  b e l i e v e  t h e  doorgunners were f i r i n g  as they 
approached t h e  LZ (pg. 9 ) .  The wi tness  remembered t h a t  
they rece ived  a few rounds of s n i p e r  f i r e  a f t e r  COCHRAN 
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was k i l l e d  b u t  be fo re  moving o f f  t h e  LZ (pgs. 9 ,  1 2 )  . 
NAVARRE was unable t o  r e c a l l  any o t h e r  events  of t h e  f i r s t ,  
day (pgs. 9-11) . 

b. ~ c t i v i t i e s  0.n 17 March. 

NAVARRE r e c a l l e d  t h a t  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  moving o u t  
word was rece ived  t h a t  someone was wounded by an explosion 
down by t h e  br idge .  Two o r  t h r e e  gunships came on s t a t i o n  
and made s e v e r a l  gunruns on t h e  west s i d e  of t h e  b r idge  
(pg. 1 4 ) .  Afterwards h i s  squad crossed  t h e  br idge .  Mines 
had been loca ted  and marked on t h e  br idge  (pg. 15) . Afte r  
c ross ing  t h e  r i v e r  he saw only one body which he heard 
was a woman (pg. 20) .  He remembered see ing  a woman who 
accompanied ~ / 4 / 3 .  She d i d  n o t  have a rope around h e r  
neck (pg. 21) .  The t h i r d  p la toon remained behind t o  secure  
t h e  b r idge  while  t h e  remainder of ~ / 4 / 3  moved south  (pgs,  
1 6 ,  2 2 ) .  He d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  s ee ing  burned hootches south  
of t h e  b r idge  (pg. 19) , o r  any f r e s h  graves (pg. 32) . H e  
never heard t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  p la toon o r  MILUS had k i l l e d  
many people on 1 6  March (pgs. 1 9 ,  2 0 ) .  L ieutenant  LEWIS 
and a photographer wearing a s o f t  cap were brought i n  by 
h e l i c o p t e r  and joined ~ / 4 / 3  be fo re  t h e  company moved south 
(pgs. 2 2 ,  26) . H e  never saw the photographer again (pg. 2 6 )  . 

c.  A c t i v i t i e s  on 18-19 March. 

NAVARRE remembered t h a t  h i s  p la toon r e j o i n e d  t h e  
company a s  B/4/3 moved nor th  (pg. 26) .  Navy Swif t  Boats 
brought i n  a couple of de ta inees  who were turned over t o  
Captain MICHLES, t h e  B/4/3  company commander (pgs. 26, 2 7 ) .  
Their  o rde r s  were t o  ga the r  a l l  of t h e  v i l l a g e r s  on t h e  
beach (pgs.  26, 27) . That n igh t  t h e r e  was a mortar  a t t a c k .  
NAVARRE1s squad began f i r i n g  t o  t h e  f r o n t  when t h e  mortar 
rounds began coming i n  (pg. 3 0 ) .  MILUS was k i l l e d  and 
s e v e r a l  men were wounded (pg. 31) .  A h e l i c o p t e r  came i n  and 
evacuated t h e  wounded, b u t  MILUS was l e f t  (pg. 31) . 
NAVARRE never heard of an o rde r  t o  s t o p  t h e  burning 
(pg. 31) .  I t  was rumored t h a t  t h e i r  de ta inees  were beaten 
up t h e  morning a f t e r  t h e  mortar a t t a c k  (pg. 34) .  He d i d  
no t  hear  of any rapes  (pg. 35) .  
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4 .  I N Q U I R I E S  CONCERNING THE OPERATION. 

The w i t n e s s  was never asked any ques t ions  about  t h e  
16 March o p e r a t i o n  (pg. 3 3 ) .  H e  never heard any rumors 
t h a t  c i v i l i a n s  had been unnecessa r i ly  k i l l e d  by C/1/20 
o r  B/4/3 (pg. 33) . 
5. OTHER INFORMATION. 

a .  The wi tness  had n o t  d i scussed  t h e  16-19 March 
1968 ope ra t ion  w i t h  anyone p r i o r  t o  t e s t i f y i n g  b e f o r e  t h e  
Peers  Inqu i ry  (pgs. 1, 2) ; 

b. NAVARRE d i d  n o t  t h i n k  t h a t  t h e r e  was a marijuana 
problem i n  B / 4 / 3 .  H e  d i d  n o t  remember anyone us ing  
mari juana on t h e  16-19 March 1968 o p e r a t i o n  (pg. 33) . 
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E X H I B I T S  

E X H I B I T  
NUMBER D E S C R I P T I O N  

M- 3 


P - 1 6 8  

MACV C a r d  " N i n e  R u l e s "  
MACV C a r d  " T h e  Enemy i n  
Y o u r  H a n d s "  
A e r i a l  photo,  Son My 
v i l l a g e  

-

-

NOTES -. 
' W l C  had never 

seen. 
W l t  naa never 
seen. 
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(The hear ing  reconvened a t  1330 hours ,  2 Febru-

ary 1970.) 


COL WILSON: The hear ing  w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  

RCDR: The following named persons a r e  p resen t :  COL 

WILSON, LTC NOLL, and MAJ THOMAS. 


The next  witness  is  M r .  George G. NAVARRE. 

(MR NAVARRE w a s  c a l l e d  as  a wi tness ,  was sworn, 

and t e s t i f i e d  as  follows :) 


M r .  NAVARRE, p lease  s t a t e  your f u l l  name, occu-

pa t ion ,  and res idence .  a 


A. George Glen NAVARRE. I ' m  a l a t h e  o p e r a t o r  i n  a 

smal l  shop, and I l i v e  i n  ~ o n t i a c ,  Michigan. 


COL WILSON: M r .  NAVARF?E, you were given Exh ib i t  M-81, gen-
e r a l  information f o r  witnesses  o f  in terv iew team C. Do you 
have any ques t ions  on i t ?  

A. NO,  sir.  

- Q- A s  it s t a t e s ,  t h i s  in te rv iew team i s  a p a r t  of 
General PEERS' inqu i ry .  W e  a r e  des ignated  t o  in terv iew 
personnel from B Company. Now it may be that any t i m e  dur ing  
t h i s  in te rv iew,  personnel--other members of  t h i s  team may 
come i n ,  o r  General PEERS, and ask you ques t ions  . And i f  
t h e r e ' s  any ques t ion  i n  your mind--if t h i s  happens j u s t  ask 
me and I ' l l  i d e n t i f y  them as  being members of t h e  team. 
There a r e  t h r e e  persons on t h i s  team. There 's  M r .  WALSH, a 
c i v i l i a n  a t to rney  designate.d by t h e  Secre tary  of  t h e  Army 
t o  a s s i s t  General PEERS, myself ,  and Colonel NOLL. W e  have 
a u t h o r i t y  from General PEERS t o  in terv iew you. Major THOIX?S 
i s  t h e  r ecorde r .  And as  it s t a t e s  t h e r e  we're  going t o  t r y  
t o  approach t h i s  t h i n g  i n  a chronologica l  way, from a s tand-
p o i n t  of a c t i v i t i e s  t h a t  happened, how they  occurred  by time. 
Have you d i scussed  t h i s  opera t ion  with anybody from your 
u n i t  s i n c e  you got  home from Vietnam? 

A. Concerning t h i s  h e r e ,  s i r ?  

Q. No, t h e  opera t ion  i t s e l f  on t h e  1 6 t h ,  17 th ,  1 8 t h ,  
and 1 9 t h  of March. 
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A .  No, s i r ,  n o t  t h a t  I can r e c a l l ,  pe r sona l ly  br ing-
i n g  it up. 

Q. Okay. Do you remember your assignment on 16 
March 1968, what duty job you were i n 3  

A. No, a l l  I know is  t h a t  I was j u s t  an infantryman 
during t h a t  day, but  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  what happened on those  
days. 

Q e  Which p la toon were you i n ?  

A. 3d Platoon. 

Q Which squad? 

A. Third squad. 

Q. Who was your squad l eader?  

A. Sergeant JORDON a t  t h e  l a s t  was. 

Q. O f  course ,  you were with B/4/3? 

A. Right ,  sir. , , 

Q - Sergeant  JORDON was your squad l eader .  Do you
remember t h e  r _ u ~ b e rof t h e  squad? 

A. You mean--

Q . ( In te rpos ing)  F i r s t ,  second o r  t h i r d .  

A.  No, s i r ,  I don ' t .  

Q I have facs imi les  of two MACV ca rds .  Exh ib i t  
M-2 i s  e n t i t l e d ,  "Nine Rules." Have you e v e r  seen  t h a t  c a r d ,  
t h e  f r o n t  and back? 

A. N o ,  s i r ,  I d o n ' t  t h ink  so .  I ' v e  seen--no, s ir ,  
I d o n ' t  ever  remember see ing  t h i s  card.  

Q - Exhib i t  M-3 i s  e n t i t l e d ,  "Enemy In  Your Hands." 
Have you e v e r  seen t h a t  one? 

A. No, s ir .  
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Q *  Okay. Do you remember having any t r a i n i n g  of 
any kind i n  your s e r v i c e  which i n s t r u c t e d  you regarding t h e  
p o s s i b i l i t y  of r ece iv ing  i l l e g a l  o rde r s  and what you should 
do about i t ?  

A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t  r e a l l y  r e c a l l  t h a t  being brought 
t o  my a t t e n t i o n .  

Q- I f  t h a t  came up it would have probably come up 
i n  a c l a s s  i n  m i l i t a r y  j u s t i c e  o r  t h e  Geneva Convention. 

A .  I remember having c l a s s e s  on t h e  Geneva Convention 
and th ings  l i k e  t h a t ,  but  I r e a l l y  d o n ' t  remember t h a t  one 
p a r t i c u l a r  ques t ion .  

Q* Okay. What I 'd  l i k e  t o  do now a t  t h i s  p o i n t ,  i s  
t o  f i n d  out  a s  much as  p o s s i b l e  of what you were t o l d  p r i o r  
t o  going on t h e  opera t ion .  Then w e ' l l  t e l l  you what we know 
from t h e  s t and2o in t  of what we've been ab le  t o  determine and 
you can f i l l  i n  any gaps. But before  we b r i e f  you on what 
you know, we ' r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  what you were t o l d .  In  o t h e r  
words, you must have been b r i e f e d  and t o  f i x  t h i s  time 
per iod  t h e  b e s t  way I th ink  i s  by--if you r e c a l l  Lieutenant  
COCHRAN was k i l l e d .  

A. ~ i g h t ,s i r .  

Q- Tha t ' s  t h e  opera t ion  we ' re  t a l k i n g  about.  T h a t ' s  
t h e  day t h a t  t h e  combat a s s a u l t  took p lace .  

A. Yes, 

Q Now t h e  b r i e f i n g  could have occurred t h e  day p r i o r  
t o ,  o r  e i t h e r  t h a t  morning p r i o r  t o  l eav ing  f i r e  base  Uptight.  
So i f  you can th ink  back and r e c a l l  who gave you t h e  b r i e f i n g  
on t h i s  opera t ion ,  who s a i d  it was coming o f f .  

A. W e l l ,  I c a n ' t  r e a l l y  remember who a c t u a l l y  b r i e f e d  
u s ,  because sometimes we got  word t o  be prepared t o  move ou t .  
And they j u s t  s a i d  we was going o u t  and f o r  a couple days o r  
a week o r  whatever it was. They r e a l l y  d i d n ' t  come out  and 
say a c t u a l l y  what was going t o  be happening u n t i l  w e  got  ou t  
t h e r e .  

Q = You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  anybody b r i e f i n g  you on t h i s ?  
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A. No, s i r .  

Q. This  was a p r e t t y  b i g  ope ra t ion  from Task Force 
Barke r ' s  s t a n d p o i n t ,  t h e  whole t a s k  fo rce  was on it. Some-
body had t o  come i n  and say :  y o u ' r e  going t o  g e t  on 
t h e  h e l i c o p t e r ,  you ' r e  go ing  t o  be on t h e  second l i f t ,  
you ' r e  going t o  be on t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  and s o  and s o ,  
t a k e  t h r e e  days r a t i o n s ,  make s u r e  you t a k e  your b e d r o l l ,  
somebody's g o t  t o  say  you go t  t o  g e t  up, w e ' r e  going 
on a combat a s s a u l t  tomorrow. Is t h i s  normally t h e  
squad l e a d e r  o r  t h e  p l a toon  l e a d e r ?  

A. W e l l ,  t h e  s e r g e a n t  would t e l l  our  squad l e a d e r  
and t h e  squad l e a d e r  would come o u t  u s u a l l y ,  o r  sometime t h e  
se rgean t  would j u s t  c a l l  a meeting and t e l l  everybody, a l l  
r i g h t  t h e r e  a t  once. 

Q. Now when you s a y  t h e  se rgean t  would come o u t  and 
t e l l  your squad l e a d e r ,  who are you t a l k i n g  about?  

A. Sergeant  JORDON. 

Q Sergeant  JORDON? I thought  he was your squad l e a d e r .  

A. Y e s ,  w e l l  he is.  

Q I thought  I understood you t o  say  t h a t  t h e  s e r g e a n t
would come o u t  and t e l l  your squad l e a d e r .  You d i d n ' t  s ay  
t h a t ?  W e l l ,  what I ' m  g e t t i n g  a t  i s  did--was your p l a toon  l e a d e r  
f o r  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  an o f f i c e r  o r  an NCO? 

A. W e l l ,  w e  had both  I t h i n k .  W e  had--I t  was CARTER 
I t h i n k  h i s  name was, L ieu tenan t  CARTER. L ieu tenan t  CARTER 
would t e l l  Sergeant  WILLIAMS b e f o r e  he  g o t  k i l l e d ,  h e ' d  t e l l  
him and Sergeant  WILLIAMS would t e l l  Sergeant  JORDON. J u s t  
pass  it down l i k e  t h e  cha in  of command. 

Q Okay. Now f o r  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  o p e r a t i o n  Lieu tenant  
CARTER w a s n ' t  t h e r e .  Do you remember your p l a toon  l e a d e r  now? 

A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t .  

Q Do you know Sergeant  MCCLOUD? 

A. Right ,  s ir .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  i f  he was your p l a toon  l e a d e r  then?  
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A. He was w i t h  our  p la toon,  r i g h t .  H e  was i n  charge 
of t h e  3d Platoon too .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  whether o r  no t  Sergeant  MCCLOUD gave 
you a b r i e f i n g  o r  d i d  Sergeant JORDON t e l l  you about t h i s  
th ing?  

A. No, sir.  I r e a l l y  d o n ' t  remember who t o l d  us. 

Q - Does t h i s  opera t ion  s t a n d  out  i n  your mind as  f a r  
a s  t h e  b r i e f i n g  o r  what you expected o r  where you thought 
you were going t o  be going, a s  anything unusual? 

A. What do you mean, s i r ?  

Q =  W e l l ,  a p a r t  from what you were t o l d .  I f  somebody
s a i d  you were going i n t o  P i n k v i l l e  does t h i s  mean anything 
d i f f e r e n t  t o  you than going out  about 2 o r  3 c l i c k s  from 
t h e  f i r e  b a s e ,  Uptight? 

A. No, they  just--I remember I th ink  t h a t ' s  t h e  name 
of t h e  p lace  we went i s  P i n k v i l l e .  They j u s t  s a i d  we was 
going out  t h e r e .  

Q They d idn ' t - -

A .  ( In te rpos ing)  I t  d i d n ' t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  mean--

Q . ( In te rpos ing)  Didnl t bo the r  you a t  a l l ?  

A. No, s i r ,  j u s t  t h a t  we were going ou t  i n  t h e  f i e l d  
again i s  a l l  I remember. Af te r  we ' d  been through t h e r e  I 
r e a l i z e  it w a s  h o t  a f t e r  awhile.  

Q You mean t h i s  opera t ion  o r  be fo re?  

A. No, I th ink  t h e  f i r s t  time we went out  t h e r e  
some ac t ion  happened and we j u s t  considered it as  a h o t  a rea .  
Anytime t h e y ' d  mention P i n k v i l l e ,  we ' d  remember it was a h o t  
a rea .  

Q I see .  Nobody t o l d  you what t h e  enemy s i t u a t i o n  
was down t h e r e ,  what t o  expect  o r  anything l i k e  t h a t .  

A. I guess i n  a round about way, bu t  we s o r t  of knew 
what t o  expect  a  l o t  of t imes.  

FOR 
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Q Nobody had t o  t e l l  you? 

A. No, s i r ,  because w e  always knew somebody was 
o u t  t h e r e .  

Q What about '  i n s t r u c t i o n s  on d e s t r u c t i o n  of v i l -
l a g e s ,  burning houses ,  d e s t r u c t i o n  of  foodstock? Any spec-
i a l  i n s t r u c t i o n s  pu t  o u t  f o r  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  ope ra t ion?  

A. Well,  i f  w e  found a l o t  of r i c e  o r  something w e  
usua l ly  des t royed  it. It would depend upon t h e  s i z e  of  t h e  
v i l l a g e ,  I t h i n k  i s  what they s a i d ,  b u t  we'd always go t o  
our se rgean t  o r  something and f i n d  o u t .  T e l l  him w e  found 
r i c e  o r  po ta toes  i n  a c e r t a i n  a r e a  and t h e y ' d  come and 
check it o u t  and do whatever they  s a y ,  o r  j u s t  l e a v e  it, 
o r  des t roy  it. 

Q. W e l l ,  t h i s  was your normal procedure,  r i g h t ?  

A .  Right ,  sir. 

Q But was . t he re  anyth ing  s p e c i a l  pu t  o u t  about t h i s  
p a r t i c u l a r  ope ra t ion?  Anybody say w e l l ,  "We're going t o  do 
t h i s  t h i s  way t h i s  t i m e ,  going t o  be a l i t t l e  b i t  d i f f e r e n t ? "  

A. No, s i r ,  n o t  t h a t  I can r e c a l l .  

Q Do you know whether t h e  lait ncrmal ly ,  when they
conducted t h e i r  o p e r a t i o n s ,  burned v i l l a g e s ?  

A. You mean our  p l a toon  o r  j u s t  anybody's p la toon?  

Q The company. 

A. - N O ,  w e ,  a s  f a r  a s  I can remember, w e  never  burned 
any v i l l a g e s  un le s s  w e  w e r e  t o l d  t o  I guess.  

Q How many t imes were you t o l d  t o  burn one,  do you 
r e c a l l ?  

A. NO,  s ir .  

Q. Do you know--well, I ' m  s t i l l  t a l k i n g  about what 
was t o l d  b e f o r e  t h i s  ope ra t ion .  Was t h e r e  anyth ing  s a i d  
about d e s t r u c t i o n  of  l i v e s t o c k ?  
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A. No, I d o n ' t  t h i n k  anybody s a i d  come o u t  and de-
s t r o y  t h e  l i v e s t o c k  o r  g a t h e r  them up o r  anyth ing .  

9. Do you know what t h e  squads i n  your  p l a t o o n  w e r e  
supposed t o  do? Were t h e r e  any i n s t r u c t i o n s  which s a i d  f i r s t  
squad was going ove r  h e r e ,  and t h e  second squad is  going t o  
move t o  t h i s  p o s i t i o n ?  Were t h e r e  any d e f i n i t e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  
given t o  t h e  squad? 

A. A s  f a r  a s  I can remember about  t h i s  w a s ,  w e  j u s t  
took choppers from Upt igh t  and landed i n t o  t h i s  r i c e  paddy 
l i k e  and t h e r e  was--I d o n ' t  know, a few h u t s  on t h e  s i d e  
t h e r e ,  and w e  j u s t  p u t  up s e c u r i t y  as f a r  as I can remember. 

Q Was anyth ing  s t a t e d  about  t h i s  b e f o r e  you go t  on 
t h e  h e l i c o p t e r ?  Did they  say  anyth ing  s p e c i a l  about  i t ?  
One squad was supposed t o  do something and a n o t h e r  squad w a s n ' t  
supposed t o  do? 

A. Not anyth ing  s p e c i a l  t h a t  I can remember. J u s t  
t h a t  a c e r t a i n  squad i s  going t o  s e c u r e  o r  a c e r t a i n  squad 
i s  going t o  s e a r c h  through:the v i l l a g e .  

Q. W e l l ,  do you remember who w a s  supposed t o  do what? 

A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t .  

Q. You c a n ' t  r e c a l l  any more on t h e  b r i e f i n g  i t s e l f ?  
Did they  say  any a d d i t i o n a l  people  w e r e  going t o  be w i t h  you 
b e s i d e s  B Company, anybody from--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  No, s i r ,  I though t  we w a s  t h e  on ly  
ones o u t  t h e r e  i n  t h a t  one .area .  You know, ou r  company, t h e  
1st P la toon ,  2d P l a toon ,  and 3d P la toon  and 4th  P l a toon .  I 
j u s t  thought  we w a s  t h e  only  ones  o u t  t h e r e .  J u s t  ano the r  
coup le  days d e a l ,  o u t  t h e r e  i n  t h e  f i e l d .  

Q. Did you t a k e  a camera w i t h  you? 

A. No, s i r .  I d i d  n o t .  

Q. Somebody s a i d  you always had a camera. 

A. Not me, s ir .  

Q. You know anybody t h a t  d i d ?  
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A. - '  Well, t h e r e  were a few people t h a t  had cameras. 

Q Who? 

A. L e t ' s  s e e ,  I think--I'm n o t  saying  they had them 
out  t h e r e  wi th  them, b u t  a s  f a r  a s  I know they had cameras. 
There was S p e c i a l i s t  HATCH and ESTERLING I th ink  it was, i n  
f a c t ,  I even t h i n k  Sergeant  JORDON had a camera. And t h e r e  
was a few--but I mean, a s  f a r  a s  them having them ou t  t h e r e  
I wouldn't  know f o r  s u r e .  

Q. You d i d n ' t  s e e  any s t r ange  people around t h e  f i r e  
base t h a t  n i g h t ,  l i k e  Vietnamese i n t e r p r e t e r s ,  o r  ARVN, o r  
anybody l i k e  t h a t  t h a t  n i g h t  o r  g e t t i n g  on t h e  a i r c r a f t  t h e  
next morning? 

A. No, s i r ,  I t h i n k  we were t h e  only ones on t h a t  
h i l l  bes ides  t h e  a r k i l l e r y .  

Q. Okay, w e ' l l  g e t  t o  t h e  f i r s t  day of t h e  opera t ion  
now. I th ink  probably t h e  b e s t  t h i n g  we can do is t o  give 
you a s h o r t  rundown on what happened and then  w e ' l l  p u l l  t h e  
photograph out  and ask you a few more ques t ions .  

(Colonel WILSON o r i e n t e d  t h e  wi tness  on t h e  photo 
Exhibi t  P-168 and t h e  proceedings of t h e  f i r s t  day 's opera-
t i o n s .  ) 

A. I remember Lieutenant  COCHRAN g e t t i n g  k i l l e d ,  he 
flew i n  wi th  our  company I t h i n k ,  because he h i t  a booby t r a p  
a s  soon a s  we go t  o f f  t h e  choppers. The only reason I re-
member t h a t  s o  well--cause our  medic i n  t h e  3d Pla toon,  h i s  
name was--I c a n ' t  remember h i s  name, it s t a r t e d  wi th  a B ,  
I th ink .  Anyways he ran over t h e r e  t o  h e l p  him o u t  and a f t e r  
COCHRAN d ied  he got  up and r e a l i z e d  where he  was a t  and 
c o u l d n ' t  f i g u r e  o u t  how he got  over t h e r e ,  because it w a s  a 
booby-trapped a rea .  He d i d n ' t  a c t u a l l y  know how t o  g e t  back 
out of t h e  a r e a  but  he was only--wasn't t o o  f a r  from where 
we a c t u a l l y  were s i t t i n g  e i t h e r .  That ' s  a l l  I remember and 
then moving ou t  and moving around--

MR WALSH: ( In te rpos ing)  Was t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  t h i n g  you re-
member? 

A. Right ,  because t h a t  happened r i g h t  a f t e r  they 
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picked us up from Uptight and we landed.  W e  g o t  o u t  and it 
was j u s t  a few minutes I t h i n k ,  I c a n ' t  remember f o r  s u r e ,  b u t  
it was r i g h t  a f t e r  we landed though. A l l  of a sudden w e  heard  
an exp los ion ,  somebody y e l l e d  o u t  f o r  a medic. 

Q- Were you moving a t  t h e  t ime? 

A. W e l l ,  we  landed and then  we j u s t - - a f t e r  we landed 
w e  jumped o f f  t h e  chopper and w e  always j u s t  l a n d  r i g h t  t h e r e ,  
you know, j u s t  s o r t  of t a k e  cover  f o r  a few minutes u n t i l  t h e  
choppers g e t  ou t .  Then w e  s o r t  of s e t  up a l i t t l e  s e c u r i t y  
l i k e ,  u n t i l  w e  g e t  organized and make s u r e  w e  g o t  everybody 
wi th  us.  And then  I remember h e a r i n g  t h e  explos ion  and 
Lieutenant  COCHRLY. 

Q Okay, you were moving when you heard  t h e  explo-
s i o n .  Do you remember i f  you w e r e  i n  t h e  f i r s t  l i f t  o r  t h e  
second l i f t ?  

A. No, s i r ,  no t  a c t u a l l y ,  b u t  I t h i n k  I w a s  i n  t h e  
f i r s t  one. I 'm no t  s u r e .  

Q Do you remember i f  t h e  door gunners were f i r i n g  
as you came i n t o  t h e  LZ? 

A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  they  w e r e .  Not where w e  
landed,  n o t  t h a t  I can remember they  w e r e .  

Q A f t e r  you go t  o f f  t h e  chopper and they took o f f  
aga in  d id  you form up and then  move up a c r o s s  a t r a i l  o r  
road b e f o r e  L ieu tenan t  COCHRAN got  h i t ?  

A. No, s i r ,  t h i s  was even b e f o r e  w e  moved o u t ,  be-
cause I t h i n k  we even go t  a couple rounds,  s n i p e r  rounds,  
come over .  

Q From t h e  l e f t ?  

A. I c a n ' t  remember, s i r .  I n o t i c e d  t h a t  t h e r e  was 
a l o t  of t r e e s ,  wooded a r e a  o u t  q u i t e  a ways and t h a t ' s  
where I thought  i t  was coming from, b u t  I d o n ' t  know f o r  s u r e .  

Q Do you remember what t h e  a r e a  was l i k e ,  looked 
l i k e  where COCHRAN g o t  k i l l e d ?  

(NAVARRE ) 
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of m e  I t h i n k  and back.  There was s o r t  of a l i t t l e  woody 
p a t c h ,  a  couple  t r e e s ,  I guess ,  shrubbery and s t u f f ,  where 
he  landed.  

Q Was it by t h e  s h r u b s ,  k ind  of b u i l t  up? 

A. No, I t h i n k  j u s t ,  you know, where sh rubs  grow, 
I guess .  A few t r e e s  w e r e  t h e r e ,  I guess .  I remember l a n d i n g  
i n  a r i c e  paddy, l i k e  s o r t  of wet and eve ry th ing .  

Q A l l  r i g h t .  So a f t e r  L ieu t enan t  COCHRAN g o t  k i l l e d  
wha t ' s  t h e  n e x t  t h i n g  you remember? 

A. W e l l ,  r i g h t  a f t e r  he g o t  k i l l e d  t h e y  s t a r t e d  t o  
move us o u t ,  when we g o t  t h e s e  s n i p e r  rounds.  Then w e  j u s t  
moved up toward t h a t  wooded a r e a ,  b u t  we were s o r t  of  going 
t o  t h e  r i g h t  of  it. And t h e r e  was j u s t  a sma l l  v i l l a g e  t h e r e  
a s  f a r  as I can remember. And t h e r e  a r e  on ly  a few h u t s  i n  
t h e r e  I t h i n k ,  i f  I remember r i g h t .  

Q. You s p e n t  most of t h e  day i n  t h a t  l i t t l e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. W e l l ,  around it, I t h i n k  we d i d .  

Q- Did you s e a r c h  i t ?  

A. I remember, r i g h t - - I  d o n ' t  t h i n k  I searched  it 
myself ,  b u t  w e  s e n t  o u t  somebody t o  s ea rch  through t h e  h u t s  
and look f o r  t u n n e l s  o r  t r a p s  o r  any th ing ,  l i k e  w e  always do. 

Q - Do you have any d e t a i n e e s  o r  c i v i l i a n s  t h a t  you
h e l d  f o r  q u e s t i o n i n g ?  

A. No, s i r ,  b u t  l i k e  I s a i d ,  I d i d n ' t  do any s e a r c h i n g  
myself and somebody e l s e  might have took some t o  t h e  c a p t a i n ,  
o r  t h e  CO, o r  t o  t h e i r  s e r g e a n t  t h a t  I wou ldn ' t  know. 

Q Do you remember l i n k i n g  up wi th  C h a r l i e  Company? 

A. L a t e r  on I t h i n k  w e  d i d ,  a c r o s s  t h a t  r i v e r ,  be-
cause t h a t  n i g h t  when we g o t  mortared w e  w e r e  w i t h  them. 

Q No, no,  y o u ' r e  jumping ahead a l i t t l e  b i t  h e r e .  
The f i r s t  n i g h t  b e f o r e  you c ros sed  over  t h e  r i v e r  we have 
p r e t t y  good ev idence  t h a t  t h e  2d and 3d P la toons  and t h e  CP 
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Q No, no, a s  you came i n t o  your landing  o r  when 
your a i r c r a f t  set  down. 

A. Well, it wasn ' t  whi le  they were t h e r e ,  b u t  a f t g r  
we landed and we s e t  t h e r e  for - - I  don' t know, f o r  j u s t  a f e w  
minutes o r  a h a l f  hour .or what, we had a few s n i p e r  roundg 
come over our head. 

Q From which d i r e c t i o n ?  

A. I t  was from t h a t  wooded a r e a ,  I can1t remember 
e x a c t l y  where i t  w a s  coming from. 

LTC NOLL: The same wooded a r e a  t h a t  you say you moved t o  
t h e  r i g h t  o f ?  

A. Right ,  sir .  

COL WILSON: Well, i f  you were looking toward Uptight  from 
t h e  landing zone, which way would t h e  f i r e  have come from, 
l e f t  o r  r i g h t ?  

A. Well, i f  I was looking towards Upt ight ,  i f  I re-
member r i g h t  it would be t o  t h e  r igh t - - to  t h e  l e f t  and t h e  
small  v i l l a g e  was t o  t h e  r i g h t .  It was s o r t  of a small  c l e a r -
ing  between them both ,  you know, r i c e  paddies and s t u f f  o r  
whatever it w a s .  

Q. How fay of f  do you t h i n k  t h i s  f i r i n g  was? 

A. I d o n ' t  know, sir. 

Q. Did B Company r e t u r n  t h e  f i r e .  

A. - No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t  t h ink  we f i r e d  a t  a l l ,  because 
we d i d n ' t  a c t u a l l y  know where it was coming from. We d o n ' t  
even, i f  I remember r i g h t ,  I d o n ' t  even t h i n k  we knew it was 
t h e  enemy f o r  s u r e  o r  n o t ,  o r  i f  it was somebody e l s e  shoot-
ing a t  t h e  enemy and j u s t  a couple rounds come over  our head. 
But I remember, l i k e  I s a i d ,  i s  j u s t  t h a t  we had some rounds. 

Q.  Did you ever  s e e  t h e s e  two i n d i v i d u a l s  i n  t h e  
uniform t h e r e  i n  E x h i b i t  P-21? 

A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t  remember see ing  e i t h e r  one of 
them. 
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Q How about t h a t  one? Exh ib i t  P-22. 

A. T h a t ' s  t h e  same guy t h a t  was i n  t h i s  o t h e r  p i c t u r e ,  
r i g h t ?  

Q. T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  

A. He looks a l i t t l e  f a m i l i a r ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  remember 
h i s  name. But I d o n ' t  remember t h i s  o t h e r  guy. 

Q - Have you e v e r  seen  e i t h e r  one of t h e s e  two Viet-
namese s o l d i e r s ?  Exh ib i t  P-66. 

A. No, sir. 

Q - E x h i b i t  P-208. Do you remember those  p r i soners?  

A. No, they  a l l  look the. same t o  me, I guess.  

Q. You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  anything unusual happening t h e  
n i g h t  of t h e  16th? Was t h e r e  any f i r i n g  i n s i d e  t h e  n i g h t  
defensive p o s i t i o n ?  

A. Was t h a t  t h e  n i g h t  we g o t  mortared, o r  what? 

Q - No, t h a t ' s  t h e  f i r s t  n i g h t ,  when you were i n  t h e r e  
wi th  C Company, t h e  f i r s t  n i g h t  ou t .  Did you h e a r  any f i r i n g  
a t  a l l ?  

A. I c a n ' t  remember f o r  s u r e ,  sir.  

Q. Do you remember moving out  toward t h e  br idge  on 
t h e  17th? Do you remember an explos ion  down by t h e  br idge 
about 0800? 

A .  Is t h a t  when TAYLOR g o t  h i t ?  

Q. Yes. 

A. I don ' t remember hea r ing  no exp los ion ,  b u t  I know 
t h a t  somebody was saying somebody go t  h u r t  on t h e  br idge .  

Q Do you remember GUTHRIE? 

(NAVARRE ) 
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Q- Do you remember GUTHRIE being c a l l e d  forward? 

A. Not n e c e s s a r i l y ,  no. 

Q W e l l ,  what happened when you moved ou t?  Did you
a l l  move i n t o  a f i r i n g  .pos i t ion  and f i r e  ac ross  t h e  r i v e r  
a f t e r  TAYLOR was wounded, o r  d i d  you a l l  go down by t h e  b r idge  
and s i t  along t h e  t r a i l ?  

A. I t h i n k  w e  s t a r t e d  moving o u t  i n  t h e  morning and 
we heard over  t h e  r a d i o ,  I t h i n k ,  somebody g o t  h u r t ,  t h e r e  
was an explos ion  on t h e  end of t h e  br idge .  I ' m  p r e t t y  sake  
we j u s t  k e p t  coming toward t h e  b r idge  and t h e r e  were about 
two o r  t h r e e  choppers up i n  t h e  a i r .  I f o r g e t  what you c a l l  
them. 

Q- Gunships? 

A. Gunships, r i g h t .  I t h i n k  they f i r e d ,  b u t  a s  f a r  
a s  I can remember I d o n ' t  t h i n k  we f i r e d  a c r o s s  t h e  b r i d g e ,  
because w e  knew t h a t  they w e r e  ove r  t h e r e ,  C h a r l i e  Company. 
And we d i d n ' t  know e x a c t l y  where they w e r e  and w e  d i d n ' t  want 
t o  h i t  any of  them, s o  w e  j u s t  wai ted  u n t i l  w e  go t  ac ross  t h e  
br idge .  

Q How many passes  d i d  t h e s e  gunships make? 

A. Two cr t h r e e ,  maybe f o u r ,  I d o n ' t  remenber a c t u a l l y ,  
s i r .  But I remember them going by ,  because I could hear  t h e  
l i n k s  from t h e  s h e l l s  f a l l i n g ,  because they w e r e  by t h e  t i m e  
where they w e r e  and I was--I was r i g h t  on t h e  t r a i l  no t  t o o  
f a r  from t h e  b r i d g e ,  and they  were s o r t  of coming l i k e  t h i s ,  
you know--but you could h e a r  t h e  l i n k s  f a l l i n g ,  h i t t i n g  i n  t h e  
shrubbery and s t u f f .  

Q This  i s  minigun f i r e ,  you mean? 

A. I d o n ' t  know i f  it was mini o r  what,  j u s t  g u n f i r e  
t h a t  I heard from t h e  gunships.  

Q - Was any of t h e  p la toon  deployed on t h e  bank, on 
t h i s  s i d e ,  on t h e  w e s t  s i d e ?  

A. I don' t q u i t e  understand what you mean. 

Q. Well,  was t h e  whole p la toon  s i t t i n g  on t h a t  t r a i l  
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o r  were a couple--some of t h e  squads up on t h e  bank i n  a f i r i n g  
pos i t ion?  

A. I r e a l l y  don: t remember, sir.  

Q- Okay . 
. A. I remember t h a t  w e  was on t h a t  t r a i l  and I th ink  

even--we even s a t  on t h e  s i d e  o r  got down on t h e  s i d e  whi le  
t h e  gunships went through a couple of t imes.  

Q- Now when d i d  you c ross?  Did your p la toon c ross  
a s  a u n i t ,  a squad a t  a time o r  what? 

A. I th ink  we only went across  two o r  t h r e e  a t  a t ime,  
you know, equa l ly  spaced, because they had markers with--I 
d o n ' t  know i f  it was t o i l e t  paper o r  what-- i t  was j u s t  some 
white  paper ,  because they s a i d  they thought  t h e r e  w e r e  a couple 
mines t h e r e  a t  t h e  end of t h e  b r idge ,  where we s t a r t e d  - t o  go 
across .  They had one marked on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  t o o ,  I th ink .  

Who marked them, 'do you know? 

A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t .  They were marked be fo re  we 
got  t h e r e .  W e  j u s t  passed l o t s  of white  paper ,  o r  t h e  white  
s t u f f ,  o r  whatever it was. 

Q When you got  on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  br idge  d i d  
you s e e  any personnel  i n  t h e r e  t h a t  you h a d n ' t  seen  be fo re ,  
personnel  t h a t  w e r e n ' t  ass igned t o  B Company? U.S. o r  Viet-
namese? 

A. No, s i r ,  no t  r i g h t  a t  t h a t  t ime,  when I got  across  
I d i d n ' t .  Wait, t h e r e  was--I t h i n k  t h e r e  was a couple V i e t -
namese r e g u l a r s  t h e r e ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  remember who they were o r  
what they w e r e .  

They had m i l i t a r y  uniforms on? 

A. Right ,  I th ink  they d i d  have, s i r .  

Q. Did they  have helmets on? 

A. Yes, they  had r e g u l a r  combat equipment. 

Q. Who were they with? 
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A. I ' m  n o t  s u r e  but--no, s i r ,  I c a n ' t  say t r u t h f u l l y  
who they  were wi th .  

Q. Do you remember CONGLETON? 

A. , Right ,  s i r ,  .he was wi th  t h e  CP group, w i th  t h e  
cap ta in .  

Q. Did you see him wi th  any Vietnamese, t h a t  day? 

A. No, s i r ,  because I was never wi th  t h e  CP group 
o r  had anything t o  do wi th  them, you know, t o  happen t o  see him. 

e 

Q Do you r e c a l l  t h a t  t h e  company l e f t  and your p l a -
toon s t a y e d  up t h e r e  by t h e  b r i d g e ,  t h e  company went south?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  I t h i n k  we s a t  t h e r e  for--as a m a t t e r  of 
f a c t  I t h i n k  w e  s t a y e d  t h e r e  t h e  rest  of t h a t  day and t h a t  
n i g h t  t o o ,  I t h i n k  it was, s i r .  

Q - Do you remember any Navy s h i p s  o u t  i n  t h e  sea 
t h e r e ?  

A. No, s i r ,  because I was s i t t i n g  r i g h t  up on t h e  
h i l l  o r  on t h e  bank l i k e  away from t h e  s h o r e ,  b u t  I could 
see t h e  whole s i d e  of the--I  t h i n k  i t  was--I d o n ' t  know what 
it was c a l l e d ,  South China Sea,  I guess.  

Q. Yes, you w e r e  s i t t i n g  up on t h a t  bank on top?  

A. Right ,  s ir .  

Q- Did you see any s h i p s  o u t  t h e r e  o r  sampans come 
i n  wi th  a bunch of people? 

A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t  remember s e e i n g  any o u t  t h e r e .  

Q Did you see any bodies  up t h e r e  on t h a t  h i l l ?  

A. L a t e r  on they  had one covered,  b u t  I d i d n ' t  go 
over  t h e r e  and pick up t h e  cover  and look a t  it. 

Q Was t h a t  t h a t  woman? 

A. Right ,  s i r ,  it was a woman, I heard.  
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Q. You d i d n ' t  s e e  her?  

A. No, s i r ,  I d i d n ' t  s e e  any p a r t .  I t h i n k  she  had 
h e r  f e e t  s t i c k i n g  ou t .  T h a t ' s  about a l l  I saw. 

Q e  Was she buried? 

A. No, sir .  She was j u s t  l y i n g  on t o p  of t h e  ground. 

Q I know, but  I mean, d i d  you bury her?  

A. We were t o l d  t o .  I mean, I wasn ' t  t o l d  personal ly  
myself, t o  bury h e r .  A couple of our  men i n  our  platoon were 
t o l d  t o  bury he r .  And I d o n ' t  remember i f  they d i d  o r  no t .  I 
th ink  they d i d ,  bu t  I ' m  n o t  su re  they d id .  

Q. And she was up on t o p  of t h i s  h i l l ?  

A. Well, she  was i n  back of us down like--well  t h e  
h i l l  was l i k e  t h i s  and she  might have been down h e r e  ( indic-
a t i n g  with hands) , I t h i n k ,  because she w a s n ' t  t o o  f a r  from 
t h e  t r a i l ,  l i k e  where w e  walked up t o  come where we were 
s i t t i n g .  

$ 

Q- Which s i d e  of t h a t  bank a r e  you on? Are you on 
t h e  s e a  s i d e  o r  t h e  in land s i d e ,  t h e  s i d e  t h a t  s h e ' s  l ay ing  
on? 

A. Well, i f  I .remember r i g h t ,  t h e  s e a  w a s  over h e r e ,  
t h e  bank was he re .  

Q Would you draw us a  s k e t c h ,  p lease?  

(The wi tness  d i d  as requested;  t h e  ske tch  was n o t  
en te red  i n t o  evidence.  ) 

A .  See,  t h i s  i s  a l l  t h e  water  over  h e r e ,  and t h e r e  
was a sandy a rea  and t h e r e  was l i k e  t h i s ,  I guess it was a 
long h i l l .  There ' s  a L i t t l e  t r a i l  t h a t  come down he re  i n t o  
where we s tayed t h a t  n i g h t .  We was up h e r e ,  me and--I c a n ' t  
even t h i n k  of h i s  name, he was a machinegunner and I was 
he lp ing  him. I can'  t even remember h i s  name. But anyway 
I th ink  he went back f o r  something, I don' t know what i t  was 
and he s a i d ,  "Did you s e e  t h a t  dead body back t h e r e ? "  I s a i d ,  
"No, I d i d n ' t  s e e  i t . "  And then  I went back, I d o n ' t  know i f  I 
went f o r  chow o r  what it was, b u t  I went back and he t o l d  me 
it was over here  on t h e  s i d e  from t h i s  t r a i l ,  it was s e t  back 
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a l i t t l e  ways up i n  here, I guess .  I j u s t  walked and I s tbpped 
i f  I remember r i g h t ,  t h a t ' s  why I t h i n k  I saw h e r  f e e t  and I 
j u s t  walked on away. 

Q. She ' s  on t h e  i n l a n d  s i d e  of  t h e  h i l l ?  

A. Right ,  she  was s o r t  of--wel l ,  s h e  was on t h e  same 
s i d e  we w e r e ,  b u t  i n  back of us  l i k e .  And w e  were s o r t  of 
watching o u t  t h i s  way. 

Q. You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  anyth ing  occur r ing  when you got-- 
you say you might have gone down t o  g e t  some chow. Do you 
remember a h e l i c o p t e r  coming i n  t h a t  evening? 

A. I t h i n k  a l l  w e  go t  was water .  I t h i n k  w e  had 
our  own r a t i o n s .  I f  I remember I t h i n k  a l l  w e  go t  was w a t e r .  

Q - Did you go down t o  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r ?  

A. No, sir ,  I w a s  up on t h e  h i l l  s i t e  t h e r e .  

Q. Anything unusual happen t h a t  n i g h t ?  

A. No, s i r ,  n o t  t h a t  I can remember. W e  j u s t  p u l l e d  
our  r e g u l a r  guard t h a t  n i g h t ,  because wh i l e  w e  w e r e  o u t  t h e r e  
everybody p u l l e d  guard. 

MR WALSH: I ' v e  made a l i t t l g  ske tch  (not  e n t e r e d  i n t o  ev i -  
dence) from what I can unders tand of what t h i s  a r e a  was l i k e  
and I wonder i f  you could h e l p  f i l l  it i n  a l i t t l e  b i t .  I 
put  t h e  b r idge  he re .  You came down h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  , went 
ou t  t o  t h e  b r idge .  This  i s  wa te r  he re  and I unders tand t h a t  
t h e r e  was a t r a i l  t h a t  went o f f  and it branched n o r t h  and 
south  a f t e r  you came o f f  t h e  b r idge .  And then  beyond t h e  
t r a i l  was some high ground and t h e n  beyond t h e  high ground 
was t h e  beach and t h e  ocean,  looking  from t h e  lower p a r t  o f  
t he  ske tch  h ighe r .  Now, f i r s t  of a l l ,  i s  t h i s  approximately 
t h e  way t h e  t r a i l  was? I n  o t h e r  words, d i d  it l e a d  s t r a i g h t  
o f f  t h e  b r idge  f o r  a ways and then  one p a r t  of it branch 
n o r t h  and one p a r t  of it branch sou th ,  o r  d i d  it j u s t  curve 
t o  t h e  south?  

A .  I t  might have curved a l i t t l e  b i t ,  I guess.  

I d o n ' t  a c t u a l l y  remember. There was a l o t  of t r a i l s  o u t  

t h e r e .  
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Q- Y e s ,  I know t h a t .  Now, t e l l  m e ,  were t h e r e  any 
hootches around t h e  end of t h e  b r idge?  

A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h e r e  w e r e  any. I t h i n k  
they were a l l  back f a r t h e r ,  

Q- Now, when you say  back were they back s t r a i g h t  
ahead from t h e  b r idge  toward t h e  high ground o r  d i d  you have 
t o  t u r n  south  and go a l i t t l e  ways b e f o r e  you came t o  hootches? 

A. I d o n ' t  a c t u a l l y  remember s e e i n g  a whole l o t  of 
hootches t h e r e  t o  be t r u t h f u l .  

Q Do you remember i f  you saw some hootches  t h a t  
had been burned t h e  day b e f o r e ,  t h e  remains of hootches? 

No, sir ,  no t  r e a l l y .  

Q When you se t  up your pe r ime te r  a t  t h e  b r i d g e ,  
where d i d  you se t  up, w i th  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  b r idge?  Did you 
draw it around t h e  end of t h e  b r idge  l i k e  t h a t  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  
wi th  t h e  r e a r  on t h e  water  o r  d i d  you s e t  up a c i r c l e  sorne-
where? 

A. We se t  up a c i r c l e .  W e  were s i t t i n g  up on t h e  
h i l l  up t h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) ,  I t h i n k .  One n i g h t  w e  moved 
down, I t h i n k  w e  j u s t  s e t  up a b i g  c i r c l e  he re .  

Q o 
On both  s i d e s  of t h e  road ,  t h e  t r a i l ?  

A. I t h i n k  s o ,  s i r ,  I t h i n k  it was l i k e  t h a t .  

Q W e l l ,  a f t e r  you c rossed  over  t h e  b r idge  t h e  
second day and you l i n k e d  up wi th  t h e  1st P la toon ,  d i d  you 
have a chance t o  t a l k  t o  anybody i n  t h e  1st Pla toon  about 
t h e i r  a c t i o n  on t h e  day be fo re?  

A. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  s o ,  s i r .  

Q Do you remember anything about h e a r i n g  about t h e  
1st Platoon k i l l i n g  a l o t  of VC i n  t h i s  a r e a  t h e  day before?  

A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  so .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  I heard  
anything t h a t  t hey  were o u t  k i l l i n g  a bunch of people  i n  t h e r e .  

Q - Hear anything about MILUS k i l l i n g  a l o t  of people 
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with h i s  machinegun t h e  day before?  

A .  No, s i r ,  i f  I d id  I d i d n ' t  remember t h a t ,  because 
t h a t  wouldn't  be s o  hard t o  f o r g e t .  I mean, you know, it 
wouldn't be hard  t o  f o r g e t  t h a t  somebody k i l l e d  a l o t  people. 

Q. You didn"t hear  anything about 1st Platoon k i l l i n g  
a l o t  of people on t h a t  day a t  a l l ,  anytime? 

A. No, t h e  only a c t u a l  body I saw was t h a t  one I saw 
up on t h a t  h i l l ,  t h a t  woman I guess.  

Q. About how f a r  from t h e  br idge  d i d  you move ardund 
during t h e  c o u r s e . o f  t h e  day? I mean, how f a r  south and nor th  
would you have gone? 

A. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  we moved. I th ink  we j u s t  set up 
a l i t t l e  s e c u r i t y  l i n e  once we crossed t h a t  b r idge .  I t h i n k  
I remember t h a t .  

Q. No more than 1 0 0  meters ,  200 meters ,  how f a r  from 
t h e  br idge  would you have g o t t e n  t h a t  day? 

A. Not very f a r ,  s ir .  I remember we s a t  up on t h a t  
h i l l ,  me and t h a t  machinegun s a t  up on t h a t  h i l l  almost a l l  
day I th ink  it was. 

Q. Did you hear  any f i r i n g  going on down a t  t h e  beach 
where t h e  1st and 2d Platoons were working? 

A. I d o n ' t  know i f  I can a c t u a l l y  remember hea r ing  
a  whole l o t  of shoot ing  or a l i t t l e  shoot ing t h a t  day a t  a l l .  

Q. Did you h s a r  any demoli t ions? 

A. No, sir. I d o n ' t  t h ink  we had any c a l l  f o r  any- 
t h i n g ,  I d o n ' t  t h ink .  Oh, yeah, t h a t ' s  r i g h t ,  we had some t o  
blow up t h e  mines on t h e  br idge  t h e r e  where they thought t h e r e  
were mines, I guess.  But I d o n ' t  know i f  they c a l l e d  them 
i n  s p e c i f i c a l l y  o r  some of our guys d i d  it. I didn ' t  a c t u a l l y  
s e e  them do it. I d i d n ' t  a c t u a l l y  s e e  them s e t  it up o r  any-
thing.  

Q. Did you see  any resupply demoli t ions come i n  dur ing  
t h e  day? 
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A. Not t h a t  I can remember. 

Q. Did you know HOUGHTON? 

A. . Y e s ,  sir. I remember him. I remember t h e  name 
HOUGHTON . 
Q. Do you remember him f i n d i n g  a wounded woman and 
a sk ing  f o r  a d u s t o f f  f o r  h e r  a t  a l l  du r ing  t h e  day? 

A. No, s ir .  

Q. D o  you remember any wounded women b e i n g  brought  
up t o  t h e  b r i d g e  t h a t  day? 

A .  Going back I t h i n k ,  s i r ,  i f  I remember r i g h t  t h e r e  
was a woman, I thi,nk she--I c a n ' t  remember i f  s h e  had a k i d  
w i t h  h e r  o r  n o t .  She w a s  s i t t i n g  by a t r e e .  I walked by 
and I t h i n k  it was Lieutenant--not  l i e u t e n a n t  b u t  se rgeant - -
I c a n ' t  remember h i s  name, you mentioned it earl ier .  

Q TAYLOR : 

A. No. It  w a s - -

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  JORDON? 

A. No. 

MCCLOUD? 

A. MCCLOUD. Se rgean t  MCCLOUD w a s  s t a n d i n g  by h e r .  
I asked,  I s a i d  what 9 wrong w i t h  h e r .  He j u s t  s a i d  t h a t  s h e  
w a s  s c a r e d  o r  f r i g h t e n e d  I. guess .  Because it w a s  r i g h t  a f t e r  
we c ros sed  t h e  b r i d g e  and I remember s e e i n g  it now. I think--

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Did s h e  have a rope  around h e r ?  

A. No, s i r ,  n o t  t h a t  I can remember. I t h i n k  s h e  
w a s  j u s t  o u t  by t h e  t r e e ,  l e a n i n g  a g a i n s t  t h e  t r e e ,  l i k e  you 
know, s c a r e d .  But I d o n ' t  remember e v e r  s e e i n g  any ropes  o r  
any t h i n g  t i e d  on h e r .  I never  saw h e r  b l e e d i n g  o r  any th ing .  
She was j u s t  up a g a i n s t  t h e  t r e e ,  s c a r e d ,  I guess .  

Q- Was s h e  nea r  by where TAYLOR had been wounded? 
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A. Y e s ,  because t h e r e  was a b i g  t r e e  n o t  t o o  f a r  
from t h e  b r i d g e ,  it s o r t  of angled o f f  I t h i n k .  

Q - Did she  look l i k e  she had been harmed i n  any wap? 

A. Not t h a t  I' remember, a c t u a l l y  remember. I can St 
remember i f  she  had a smal l  sack of food, o r  a s m a l l  s ack l  
ox a l i t t l e  kid, I c a n ' t  remember now. But I remember ask ing  
Sergeant  CARTER--MCCLOUD, Sergeant  MCCLOUD, I ' m  s o r r y ,  Sergeant  
MCCLOUD, asking him what was wrong wi th  h e r ,  I t h i n k .  And 
he j u s t  s a i d  t h a t  she  was s c a r e d ,  because I t h i n k  j u s t  b e f o r e  
t h a t ,  b e f o r e  w e  c rossed  t h e  b r idge  t h a t ' s  when t h e  machinegun 
s h i p s  come i n ,  gunships come i n .  

Q Okay. Do you remember anything unusual  happening
dur ing  t h e  day o t h e r  than  s e e i n g  t h e  dead woman? 

A. No, s ir ,  w e  j u s t  s a t  around t h a t  day and p u l l e d  
s e c u r i t y .  I f  I ' m  no t  mistaken I t h i n k  1st Pla toon  moved o u t  
i n  f r o n t  of us t o  go down f a r t h e r  t o  check o u t  t h i n g s  and I 
th ink  t h a t ' s  when Lieutenant  LEWIS came i n ,  I t h i n k .  

Q. Did you see him come i n ?  

A. I d i d n ' t  a c t u a l l y  see him g e t  o f f  t h e  chopper, 
b u t  I saw him going o u t ,  because a t  f i r s t  I thought  he  was--
and I t h i n k  t h e r e  was a r e p o r t e r  wi th  him, a cameraman o r  
somebody wi th  t h i s  1st Pia toon ,  I t h i n k  it w a s .  And--

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g ) '  Now how do you remember t h a t ?  

A. Pardon me? 

Q How do you remember t h a t ?  You s a w  t h e  1st Platoon 
moving o u t ?  

A. Yeah, when they  moved o u t ,  because I remember w e  
got  Lieu tenant  LEWIS l a t e r  a s  our  l i eu tenan to  I remember 
t h e  f i r s t  day he  came i n .  

Q . Did he  come i n  wi th  t h e  execu t ive  o f f i c e r ,  Lieu-
t e n a n t  MUNDY? 

A. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  Lieutenant  MUNDY come o u t  t h e r e  
t h a t  day. 
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Q Did LEWIS move o u t  w i t h  t h e  2d p l a toon?  

A. It  was e i t h e r  t h e  1st o r  t h e  2d, I d o n ' t  remember 
who it was. But I know t h a t  t hey  went o u t  i n  f r o n t  of u s .  
And I remember--the reason I remember t h a t ,  cause  I made a 
joke a t  t h e  camera guy o r  something and I though t  t h i s - - I  
d i d n ' t  know he  w a s  a i i e u t e n a n t  a t  t h e  t i m e ,  I thought  he  
was j u s t  ano the r  c i v i l i a n  with t h e  camera guy, you know, 
making a r e p o r t .  I d o n ' t  remember what I s a i d ,  b u t  me and 
t h i s  o t h e r  k i d  made a joke a t  him o r  something,  I t h i n k .  

Q- What w a s  t h e  joke? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember, s i r .  

Q What d i d  t h e  camera guy look l i k e ?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember. . They--I d o n ' t  even t h i n k  they  
tu rned  around o r  anyth ing  cause  they  were moving o u t .  

Q. Do you remember how t h e  cameraman w a s  d r e s sed?  

A. H e  had t h e  Army . greens  on.  

Q Did h e  have a s o f t  h a t  on? 

A. R igh t ,  I t h i n k  he  d i d .  I think--

Q - ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  How many cameras was h e  c a r r y i n g ?  

A. H e  j u s t  had a sma l l  b l ack  one ,  I t h i n k .  

Q. How d i d  you know h e  was a cameraman? 

A. I d i d n ' t .  I j u s t  took it f o r  g r a n t e d ,  because 
h e  had a s o f t  h a t  on. I n f a n t r y  always goes o u t  w i t h  a helmet 
on and I d o n ' t  t h i n k  he  had a--

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Do you know i f  h e  had a pa t ch  on? 

A, I d i d n ' t  t h i n k  he had any f i e l d  g e a r  o r  any th ing .  

Q. Did h e  have a MACV pa t ch  on? 

A. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  he  had anyth ing  e x c e p t  t h a t  s o f t  
h a t  and t h a t  camera. 
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Q When you say  s o f t  h a t ,  do you mean a--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Baseba l l  c ap ,  I t h i n k  t h a t ' s  what 
he  had on. M e  and t h i s  o t h e r  k i d  w e  made a joke a t  t h i s  or 
something, I d o n ' t  remember what it w a s .  I d o n ' t  even have 
any i d e a  what t h e  joke .was .  

Q- Had you e v e r  s een  him be fo re?  

A. No, sir. I d o n ' t  even know what h e  looked l i k e .  

a- Do you remember how h e  g o t  t h e r e ?  

A .  I j u s t  took i t  f o r  g ran t ed  h e  came i n  on t h a t  
chopper,  I guess .  

Q W e l l ,  you saw t h e  chopper come i n ?  

A. I hea rd  one come i n ,  I d i d n ' t  a c t u a l l y  see it l and .  

Q Where d i d  it l and?  

A. I d o n ' t  know because I d i d n ' t  see it l and .  

Q • W e l l ,  i f  it landed t o  t h e  sou th  of  you,  you 
wouldn ' t  have seen  L ieu tenan t  LEWIS, would you? Because t h e y  
were moving o u t  on down sou th  so--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I remember s e e i n g  him, because 
they  walked o u t  i n  f r o n t  of us because they  w e r e  toward t h e  
sea and t h e n  they--when they  moved t o  t h e  r i g h t ,  I t h i n k .  

Q. And you w e r e  s i t t i n g  around t h e  end o f  t h e  b r i d g e ?  

A. - No, w e  w e r e  way up h e r e  on t h i s  h i l l ,  t h e  b r i d g e  
i s  down h e r e .  

Q. And you watched them walk toward you and t h e n  
t u r n  t o  t h e i r  r i g h t ?  

A .  W e l l ,  t h ey  came o u t  down i n  h e r e  somewhere, where-
e v e r  t hey  were and they walked--they w e r e n ' t  very f a r  i n  f r o n t  
of us .  

Q And you were up on t h e  h i l l  over looking  t h e  ocean 
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when you saw Lieutenant  LEWIS and t h e  r e p o r t e r ?  

A. Yes, bu t  we weren ' t  on a g r e a t  b i g  h i l l .  

Q- Yes, I know, i t ' s  only about 1 0  f e e t  h igh .  

A. Something l i k e  t h a t ,  I guess ,  I d o n ' t  remember. 

Q. Well, how f a r  away from you were t h e  r e p o r t e r  
and Lieutenant  LEWIS when they  walked p a s t  you? 

A. I d o n ' t  know, it wasn ' t  t oo  f a r .  

Q =  	 A s  f a r  as  from here  t o  t h a t  wa l l  over  t h e r e  
( i n d i c a t i n g )? 

A. No, a l i t t l e  b i t  f a r t h e r  than t h a t ,  I t h i n k ,  i f  
i f  remember r i g h t .  

Q e  
 Say 25 meters? 

A. Maybe, I guess ,  I d o n ' t  remember. 

Q. Close enough for you t o  make a joke a t  them though. 

A. Yeah, b u t  I d o n ' t  know i f  they heard it o r  n o t .  
W e  was just--

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  Was Lieutenant  LEWIS walking next  
t o  t h e  r e p o r t e r ?  

A. He was--I c a n ' t  remember i f  he w a s  behind him o r  
i n  f r o n t  of him. 

Q. Were they c l o s e  toge the r?  

A. I th ink  s o ,  because t h a t ' s  how I no t i ced  two of  
them t o g e t h e r  t h a t  I h a d n ' t  seen  before .  

Q. , Was t h e  CP group near  them? 

A. I t h i n k  they j u s t  moved o u t  by themselves.  The 
CP group was down i n  t h e  middle of something, I d o n ' t  even 
remember where t h e  CP group was a t  t h a t  t ime.  

Did you ever  s e e  t h a t  r e p o r t e r  again? 
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A. No, s ir .  I t h i n k  t h a t  w a s  t h e  on ly  t i m e  I e v e r  
saw him o u t  t h e r e .  

Q Did you see him t h e  nex t  day? 

Q 
mind? 

No, s i r ,  n o t  t h a t  I can remember. 

'Anything else happen t h a t  day t h a t  s t i c k s  i n  i o u r  

A. No, j u s t  t h a t  w e  s a t  on t h a t  h i l l  r i g h t  t h e r e  a l l  
day long  and w e  p u l l e d  s e c u r i t y  t h a t  n i g h t  a s  f a r  as I can 
remember. Nothing unusual .  I don1t even t h i n k  w e  f i r e d  - t h e  
machinegun t h a t  day o r  t h a t  n i g h t  i f  I remember r i g h t .  

COL WILSON: Okay, t h e  day of t h e  18 th .  Do you remember 
f i n d i n g  some--a l a r g e  cache of r i c e  t h a t  morning? 

A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t  remember any found t h a t  I can 
remember. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  w e  found any. 

Q Do you remember t h e  company coming back and 
l i n k i n g  up w i t h  you? 

Now i s  t h i s  t h e  day of t h a t  n i g h t  w e  g o t  mortared? 

Q T h a t ' s  r i g h t , .  t h i s  i s  t h e  morning of t h a t  n i g h t .  

A. T h i s  i s  t h e  morning of  t h a t  n i g h t ,  r i g h t .  A s  f a r  
a s  I remember w e  j u s t  packed up and s t a r t e d  going down t h a t  
t r a i l  o r  going down through t h a t  h i l l  l i k e .  It w a s  a h i l l ,  
a f l a t  h i l l ,  I guess .  I remember seeing--I  d o n ' t  know i f  you 
could see Up t igh t ,  I t h i n k  it was, we were s o r t  of walking 
towards it and I s a i d  "Well, maybe we ' r e  going back now." 
But w e  d i d n ' t ,  w e  j u s t  walked on down t o  t h a t  v i l l a g e - -
walked through t h a t  v i l l a g e .  

Q. Anything unusual  happen en  r o u t e ?  

A. No, we j u s t  walked through and w e  had o r d e r s  t o  
round up a l l  t h e  people  i n  t h a t  v i l l a g e  and they  w e r e - - w e l l ,  
b e f o r e  w e  g o t  o r d e r s  t o  round up a l l  t h e  people  I t h i n k  t h e r e  
was a s h i p ,  sma l l  b o a t ,  gunboat I t h i n k  it w a s  coming--moving 
o u t  and coming towards us a f t e r  we g o t  i n s i d e  t h e  v i l l a g e .  
And they  brought  us two p r i s o n e r s  and w e  took--I  t h i n k  myself 
and I t h i n k  h i s  name w a s  Se rgean t  BRADDOCK o r  S p e c i a l i s t  
BRADDOCK, I d o n ' t  remember now. H i m  and a couple  o t h e r  guys 
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went and got  them and took them back t o  our  se rgean t  and 
they took them t o  t h e  C P ,  I guess ,  t o  Captain MICHLES and 
t h e  CP group and w e  go t  o rde r s  t o  round up a l l  t h e  people.  
A s  we went around we j u s t  picked up anybody and had them 
move ou t .  

Q. Now you got  two p r i s o n e r s  from t h e  s h i p .  

A. I t h i n k  it was two, I 'm almost s u r e  it was. 

You got  them from a sh ip?  

A. Well, it was a small  gunboat l i k e .  

a .  The gunboat came i n ,  they d i d n ' t  come i n  o f f  
a sampan o r  something, you got them from a s h i p ,  from a 
Navy sh ip?  

A. No, it wasn' t a b i g  s h i p ,  now. 

Q. Well, it was a Navy vesse l  as opposed t o  a sampan? 

A. I guess s o ,  it wasn ' t  a small  f i s h i n g  b o a t ,  it 
was a gunboat. 

Q. And they  turned  two p r i s o n e r s  over  t o  you? 

A. I th ink  it was two. 

Q. And you took them back t o  your squad l eader?  

A. Yeah, w e  took them t o  t h e  se rgean t  and he took 
them t o  Captain MICHLES I guess,  and t h e  CP group. I d i d n ' t  
go with them, I d i d n ' t  see ,what  they d i d  t o  them o r  what. 

Q Did you ever  s e e  t h e s e  Vietnamese h e r e ,  a f t e r  t h a t ?  

A. I d o n ' t  even t h i n k  I 'd  remember what they looked 
l i k e ,  

Q e  You wouldn't? 

A. I d o n ' t  t h ink  so.  I ' m  almost s u r e  I wouldn't .  

Q. Did you ever  s e e  t h i s  man, t h i s  i s  Exh ib i t  P-125? 
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A. I couldn 't r e a l l y  remember t h a t  f a r  back ,  t h o s e  
two. 

Q. W e  g o t  a r e p o r t  l i s t e d  i n  t h e  l o g  ( E x h i b i t  M-16) 
th.at  one VC w a s  p icked up a t  1230, b u t  t h i s  i s  probably i n  
a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  r e p o r t  . t h a t  you tu rned  ove r  t o  t h e  company 
commander. Did you see any Vietnamese ARVN o r  i n t e r p r e t e $ s  
o r  m i l i t a r y  i n t e l l i g e n c e  personne l  i n  t h e r e  i n t e r r o g a t i n g  
p r i s o n e r s  t h a t  day? 

A. No, n o t  u n t i l  l a t e r  on when we l a a g e r e d  t h a t  n i g h t  
I t h i n k  it w a s ,  o r  t h e  n e x t  day. 

Q- Did you see a l a r g e  group of  medics come i n  t h e r e  
and s t a r t  p r o c e s s i n g  t h e s e  people?  

A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  they  come i n  u n l e s s  t h e y  
w e r e  w i t h  some o t h e r  company t h a t  I wouldn ' t  know. 

Q. W e l l ,  t h e  on ly  t h i n g  you r e c a l l  about  t h a t  day 
i s  p i c k i n g  up t h o s e  two s u s p e c t s  from t h e  Navy s h i p ?  

A. Yes, and some Vietnamese p u l l e d  o u t  an e l e c t r i c  
eel on u s ,  showed us .  

Q- Where? 

A. Right  t h e r e  by t h e  w a t e r .  

Q* Trying  t o  scare you? 

A. I guess s o .  They p icked  it up and showed us .  

Q- Vietnamese c i v i l i a n s ,  n o t  m i l i t a r y ?  

A. Yeah, t hey  were o u t  t h e r e  f i s h i n g  and s topped and 
they  come i n  and I t h i n k  one o f  t h e  guys,  what he  had i n  t h e r e  
h e  p icked  up t h a t  long  t h i n g  and I backed up. 

Did you recal l  any a r t i l l e r y  be ing  f i r e d  i n  t h e r e ?  

A. There was--1 donqt know i f  it was t h a t  day,  yeah ,  
I t h i n k  a c r o s s  the--wel l ,  where t h e  water come i n  l i k e  a . b i g  
c i r c l e  up on t h e  h i l l  a c r o s s  t h e r e  were two gunships  s h o o t i n g  
over  t h e r e .  But as f a r  as somebody running o u t  t h a t  we could  
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s e e ,  I don' t remember s e e i n g  any,  because we watched and then  
t o  t h e  r i g h t  of us I t h i n k  t h e r e  was- - I  d o n ' t  know, I guess  
you 'd  c a l l  it a p e n i n s u l a ,  t h e r e  w a s  a h i l l  l i k e  and t h e n  
they  s a i d  w e  w a s n ' t  going up t h e r e ,  because it was a l l  
booby t rapped  o r  something. But I t h i n k  t h e r e  w a s  two gunsh ips ,  
t hey  were s h o o t i n g  i n t o  t h e  h i l l s i d e .  

Q- But you d o n ' t  remember any a r t i l l e r y  coming i n t o  
your a r e a  up t h e r e  about where you were? 

A. No, sir ,  no t  a t  a l l .  

Q Did you see a Vietnamese woman w i t h  a l e g  bad ly
wounded? 

A. No, sir ,  no t  t h a t  I remember. 

Q. Anything unusual  about t h e  way you s e t  up your  
p e r i m e t e r  f o r  t h a t  n i g h t ,  j u s t  normal d e f e n s i v e  p o s i t i o n s ?  

A. Righ t ,  s i r ,  j u s t  dug i n ,  p u l l e d  s e c u r i t y ,  p u l l e d  
guard,  and were on t h e  a l e r t .  

Q. Any f i r i n g  going on p r i o r  t o  t h e  mor ta r  a t t a c k ?  

A. Yeah, w e  d id .  

Q What k ind  of f i r i n g ?  

A. Machinegun, M-60, and 79.  

Q What were t hey  f i r i n g  a t ?  

A .  W e  d i d n ' t  r e a l l y  know, because t h e r e  w a s n ' t  any 
f i r i n g  a t  a l l  u n t i l  w e  g o t . m o r t a r e d .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  whether  t h e r e  were any Vietnamese 
i n  t h a t  p e r i m e t e r  t h a t  n i g h t ?  

A. Yeah, I t h i n k  w e  had t h o s e  p r i s o n e r s .  

Q. . Those same two t h a t  you t u r n e d  over?  

A. I t h i n k  s o ,  I d o n ' t  know i f  w e  g o t  any more o r  t hey  
l e t  them--moved them o u t  by chopper o r  what. I t h i n k  they  
were--I t h i n k  they  were t h e r e .  They were t h e r e  t h a t  n i g h t .  
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Q - Did you s e e  them? 

A. I saw two p r i soners  t h e  next  morning, b u t  I d o n ' t  
a c t u a l l y  remember see ing  them t h a t  n i g h t .  

Q - What were those  p r i s o n e r s  doing t h e  next  morning? 

A. They were s i t t i n g  t h e r e  t i e d  up a s  f a r  a s  I can 
remember. 

Q. Have a sack over t h e i r  head? 

A. No, I d o n ' t  t h ink  so .  I d o n ' t  t h ink  they had a--

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  You d i d n ' t  s e e  any s t r a n g e r s  i n  
t h e r e  t h a t  n i g h t  then? How about t h e  Vietnamese m i l i t a r y ,  
any Vietnamese m i l i t a r y  i n  t h e r e  t h a t  n igh t?  

A. No, not  t h a t  I can remember, because w e  was s o r t  
of--I d o n ' t  know what you c a l l ,  s e t t i n g  up i n  k ind  of an 
open a rea  l i k e ,  you know. M e ,  I d i d n ' t  do t o o  much walking 
around, no more than I had t o .  

Q. A 1 1  r i g h t ,  you were mortared t h a t  n i g h t  and our  
r e p o r t  i s  t h a t  t h e r e  was a "Spooky" o r  "Puff" ,  C-47 t h a t  came 
i n  who f i r e d  support  f o r  you t h a t  day and l a t e r  t h a t  n igh t .  
You l o s t  MILUS and had about four  o r  f i v e  wounded. How much 
f i r i n g  d i d  you do when t h i s  mortar f i r e  s t a r t e d  coming i n ?  
Did you f i r e  o u t  t o  t h e  f r o n t ?  Were you rece iv ing  any small  
arms f i r e  o u t  t h e r e  o r  was it j u s t  t h e  mortar f i r e ?  

A .  No, j u s t  t h e  mortar and then  we s t a r t e d  f i r i n g ,  
because we d i d n ' t  know, you know, i f  t h e  enemy was moving 
up as  t h e  mortars  were going--coming i n  o r  what. We j u s t  
s o r t .  of f i r e d  t o  t h e  f r o n t  l i k e  where I was a t .  I don1t 
know, f o r  a l l  I know, i t  might have been t h e  back o r  t h e  
s i d e  o r  f r o n t .  

Q. Now t h e  nex t  morning do you r e c a l l  them coming 
i n  and p icking  up MILUS and t h e  wounded from t h a t  n igh t?  

A. They picked up two I th ink  during t h a t  n i g h t ,  
two o r  t h r e e ,  I d o n ' t  remember now. I th ink  it was two, 
because they--I l a t e r  on found out  t h a t  a f t e r  t h e  mortars 
stopped--I found o u t  MILUS got  k i l l e d ,  cause t h e r e  was 
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a d i r e c t  h i t .  They s o r t  of  l e f t  him t h e r e  o r  wrapped him up 
o r  whatever they  d i d  and p u t  him on t h e  s i d e  and I remember 
t hey  were checking h i s  w a l l e t  and s t u f f ,  papers  he  had on him 
s o  them could w r i t e  i t  down as in fo rma t ion  whatever  h e  had.  
I remember see ing- - I  d i d n ' t  a c t u a l l y  gc  ove r  t h e r e  and look 
a t  him b u t  I remember s e e i n g  somebody moving s t u f f  around,  
' c ause  t h e y  w e r e  w r i t i n g  down what h e  had ,  you know, p e r s o n a l  
i t e m s  l i k e  h i s  w a l l e t  and I D  c a r d  and s t u f f  l i k e  t h i s .  But 
I remember t h a t - - I  remember two choppers come i n  o r  one b u t  
I remember one come i n ,  because I was s o r t  of a f r a i d  t h a t  
it was going t o  g e t  h i t ,  you know, b i g  chopper l i k e  t h a t  
coming i n .  They were t a k i n g  a chance.  I t h i n k  w e  even 
gave suppor t  f i r e ,  you know, b u t  I c a n ' t  remember i f  one 
o r  two come i n .  I know one come i n  f o r  a f a c t  b u t  I d o n ' t  
know, remember i f  t h e r e  w a s  two o r  one. 

Q Do you remember anyth ing  e l s e  unusua l  about  t h a t  
evening? 

A. W e l l ,  j u s t  t h a t  I s t a y e d  awake t h e  rest of  t h e  
n i g h t .  I d i d n ' t  f e e l  l i k e  s l e e p i n g .  

Q. W e l l ,  t h e r e  were f i v e  wounded w i t h  MILUS k i l l e d .  

A. I t h i n k  one of t h e  guys g o t  wounded w a s  i n  t h e  
3d P la toon  w i t h  u s .  I 'm a lmost  s u r e  h e  w a s ,  b u t  I don 't 
remember who it was. 

Q. Do you have any knowledge o f  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
o r  i n q u i r y  t h a t  w a s  conducted i n  Vietnam p r i o r  t o  t h e  t i m e  
t h a t  you l e f t ?  

A. No, s i r ,  I d i d n , ' t  h e a r  of  any. 

Q Did you e v e r  h e a r  an o r d e r  d u r i n g  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  
t o  s t o p  burn ing  hootches?  

A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  w e  burned any. 

Q You never  heard  any o r d e r  l i k e  t h a t ?  

A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  we--in f a c t ,  I ' m  a lmost  
s u r e  t h a t  3d P la toon  d i d n ' t  burn any hootches .  

Q Did you,  of c o u r s e ,  you 've  a l r e a d y  been ques t ioned  
on th i s - -about  t h e  heavy body count  t h a t  came o u t  of 1st 
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Platoon t h e  f i r s t  day. The 1st  Platoon repor ted  38 VC KIA 
t h e  f i r s t  day. You were over  t h e r e  t h e  second day; where 
do you suppose those  bodies  were? 

A. I only ,  l i k e  I s a i d ,  I only seen t h a t  one body, 
s ir .  Now what they d i d  with t h e  r e s t  o r  i f  t h e r e  was any, 
I d o n ' t  know. I d i d n ' t  s e e  any with my own eyes o r  anything. 
The only one I seen--

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  Did you s e e  any f r e s h  graves? 

A. Pardon me? 

Q Did you s e e  any f r e s h  graves? 

A. N o ,  s i r ,  t h e  only body I seen was t h a t  one body 
t h a t  was not  bur ied .  T h a t ' s  t h e  only t h i n g  I e v e r  seen.  

Q Did you s e e  many c iv i l i ans - -d id  you s e e  many of 
t h e  n a t i v e s  i n  t h i s  v i l l a g e ?  

A .  No, s ir ,  t h e  only one I seen was t h a t  one I 
s a i d  I seen by t h e  t r e e ,  t h a t  was I asked about Lieutenant--
Sergeant  MCCLOUD, I asked him what was wrong. T h a t ' s  t h e  
only one I saw. 

Q You d idn ' t - - I  'm j u s t  t r y i n g  t o  f i g u r e  o u t  what 
happened t o  t h e s e  bodies .  

A. I d o n ' t  know, s i r ,  I d i d  no t  s e e  any o t h e r  bodies  
a t  a l l .  The only one I saw i s  t h a t  one t h a t  was covered up 
t h e r e ,  and I d i d n ' t  a c t u a l l y  s e e  h e r  face  o r  i f  it was a h e r  
o r  him. I w a s  t o l d  it was a he r .  

Q- - Well, were t h e r e  many bunkers i n  t h i s  a rea?  

A. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h e r e  was, because we had t o  b u i l d  
up our  own cover l i k e  f o r  s e c u r i t y  t h a t  n i g h t .  

Q- I'm t r y i n g  t o  f i g u r e  out  i f  t h e s e  people could 
have been k i l l e d  i n  bunkers. 

A. I wouldn't  know, s i r .  

Q. Were you o r  anyone you know e v e r  quest ioned on t h i s  
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o p e r a t i o n  wh i l e  you were s t i l l  i n  Vietnam, asked any q u e s t i o n s ?  

A. No, t h i s  i s  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  i t ' s  e v e r  been brought  
up t o  me, s ir .  

Q o Did you e v e r  hea r  any rumors t h a t  c i v i l i a n s  had 
been u n n e c e s s a r i l y  k i l l e d  by C/1/20 o r  B/4/3? 

A. No, s i r ,  n o t  a c t u a l l y  t h a t  I can remember, t h a t  
people  were k i l l e d  unneces sa r i l y  o r  whatever  you c a l l  it. 

Q. m a t  d i d  you h e a r ?  

A. I s a i d  n o t  a c t u a l l y  t h a t  I hea rd  t h i s ,  s i r ,  o r  
anything.  

Q- You d i d n ' t  h e a r  any th ing  about t h i s ?  No rumors? 

A. No, s i r ,  n o t  a t  any t i m e .  

Q. You a l r e a d y  s a i d  t h a t  you d i d n ' t  have a camera 
w i t h  you. You d o n ' t  have any photographs t a k e n  on t h i s  
o p e r a t i o n ,  do you, t h a t  somebody might have g iven  you? 

A. No, s i r ,  I t h i n k  t h e  only  camera I used w a s  l a t e r  
on when we moved up n o r t h  f a r t h e r .  W e  were s i t t i n g  on a b i g  
h i l l  up t h e r e .  Then I d i d n ' t  g e t  t h o s e  p i c t u r e s  home. 

Q Do you know i f  mar i juana  w a s  used by members o f  
B Company? L e t ' s  say  t h i s ,  do you know i f  t h e r e  w a s  a problem 
w i t h  mari juana i n  B Company? 

A. No, s ir .  

Q. Anybody e v e r  use  mar i juana  on an o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. Not t h a t  I remember. 

Q. Do you have any knowledge on t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  of 
any mis t rea tment  o r  t o r t u r i n g  of  Vietnamese by e i t h e r  U . S .  
o r  ARVN m i l i t a r y  o r  Na t iona l  P o l i c e ?  

A. What do you mean by mis t rea tment  now? I mean t o  
you it might be mis t rea tment ;  t o  m e  it might n o t  be .  I d o n ' t  
know. 
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Q That was t h e  morning of t h e  19th?  

A. Right ,  it was a f t e r  t h e  mortar a t t a c k .  

Q 0 Afte r  t h e  mortar a t t a c k .  Did you hea r  of any 
rapes? 

A .  Nol sir.  

Q By e i t h e r  ARVN o r  U.S. personnel  during t h i s  
opera t ion?  

A. No, s i r ,  I d i d n ' t .  

Q Do you have any f u r t h e r  testimony o r  any s tatement  
t h a t  might a s s i s t  us i n  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A. No, s i r ,  a11 I t o l d  you s o  f a r  today i s  as  f a r  a s  
I can remember. I d i d  my b e s t .  

Q A l l  r i g h t .  We apprec ia te  t h a t .  I know t h i s  is  
2 yea r s  ago. I would l i k e  t o  ask you i f  you g e t  back home 
and you f i n d  t h e s e  photographs o r  a t ape  record ing .o r  any-
t h i n g  t h a t  might h e l p  f i x  t imes and p laces  on t h i s  opera t ion ,  
we'd s u r e  a p p r e c i a t e  g e t t i n g  it. 

A. Well, l i k e  I s a i d ,  s i r ,  I never had any cameras 
t h e r e  except  f o r  t h a t  one time we moved f u r t h e r  up nor th  and 
t h a t  was wi th  Colonel BARKER. 

Q Colonel BARKER? Did you s e e  him? Oh, you ' re  
t a l k i n g  about--

A .  ( In te rpos ing)  About--this i s  a f t e r ,  t h i s  i s  
when I took p i c t u r e s  up on t h a t  h i l l .  I d o n ' t  even re-
member t h e  name of t h e  h i l l ,  t h e r e ' s  a l l  kinds of them o u t  
t h e r e .  

Q Well, j u s t  i n  c a s e ,  i f  anything t u r n s  up l i k e  
t h a t  t h a t  you d i d n ' t  t h i n k  about it, book, notebooks o r  
anything l i k e  t h a t  t h a t  f i x e s  t imes and d a t e s  and anything 
during t h i s  p e r i o d ,  we'd l i k e  t o  hea r  from you and w e ' l l  
make a copy of it and send it back t o  you. 

(NAVARRE ) 
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Q. I reques t ,  M r .  NAVARRE, t h a t  you do n o t  d i scuss  
your testimony i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  with o t h e r s ,  includ.ing 
o t h e r  wi tnesses  f o r  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  except  as  you may be 
requi red  t o  do s o  before  a competent j u d i c i a l  o r  l e g i s l a t i v e  
body. We a r e  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  t h e  wi tnesses  f r e s h  before  they  
have been inf luenced b y  someone else 's th inking .  

A l l  r i g h t ,  sir. 

COL WILSON: And we apprec ia te  your coming. The hea r ing  w i l l  
r ecess .  

(The hear ing  recessed a t  1 4 5 0  hours ,  2 Februafy 
1970.) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: PARKER, Harry E. 

DATE OF TESTIMONY : 5 February 1970 

PUCE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL : None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: Grenadier ,  Second 
Squad, ~ h i r dPla toon ,  B/4/3. 

1. PRIOR T R A I N I N G  I N  THE RULES OF LAND WARFARE. 

The w i t n e s s  could n o t  r e c a l l  any c l a s s e s  i n  the 
Geneva Conventions o r  r e l a t e d  s u b j e c t s  (pg. 5). 

2. PREOPERATIONAL P W N S  AND BRIEFINGS. 

The p la toon  was b r i e f e d  by t h e  p l a toon  l e a d e r  p r i o r  
t o  a l l  o p e r a t i o n s ,  b u t  nothing i n  p a r t i c u l a r  could b e  
r e c a l l e d  about  t h e  one of 15 March (pg. 5). The wi tness  
noted t h a t  h i s  o u t f i t  was t o  p u l l  s e c u r i t y  f o r  t h e  mortar  
( P ~ s *5 1  6) 

3 .  THE COMBAT ASSAULT. 

a. A c t i v i t i e s  of t h e  16th.  

The wi tness  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  landing  zone was 
"co ld"  when he  went i n  and h i s  doorgunner was n o t  f i r i n g  
(pg. 8 ) .  Upon l eav ing  t h e  landing  a r e a  f i r i n g  was heard 
ahead and a boobytrap was t r i p p e d  (pg. 9 )  . The wi tness  
s t a t e d  t h a t  h e  and about  f o u r  o t h e r s  were s e p a r a t e d  from 
the rest of  t h e i r  p l a toon  and were h i d i n g  (pg. 1 0 ) .  La te r  
i n  t h e  day ,  t h e  wi tness  s t a t e d ,  he  guarded Vietnamese 
de ta inees  (pg.  1 0 ) .  T h e  w i tness  d i d  n o t  r e c o l l e c t  h i s  u n i t  
be ing  jo ined  by any ARVN t roops  t h a t  evening o r  any unusual 
occur rence  t h a t  n i g h t  (pg. 14). H e  could n o t  r e c a l l  f i r i n g  
t h e  mortar  on 1 6  March (pg. 28)  . 
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~ c t i v i t i e son t h e  17th.  

The wi tness  descr ibed  c ross ing  a  b r idge  the 
next  day, coming under f i r e ,  and t h e  r e s u l t a n t  confusioq 
(pgs. 14-18). He was vague about whether o r  n o t  t h e  second 
o r  t h i r d  p la toon preceded t h e  o t h e r  across  t h e  b r idge  
(pgs. 15-18). He remembered TAYLOR h i t t i n g  a mine and then 
t h e  mines being marked by t i s s u e  paper (pg. 18) . H e  was 
unclear  about who marked them (pg. 1 7 ) .  He could r e c a l l  
nothing unusual t h a t  n i g h t  (pg. 21) .  

c .  A c t i v i t i e s  of t h e  18th and 19th.  

The wi tness  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  a MEDCAP team opera ted  
i n  one of t h e  v i l l a g e s  and h i s  p la toon moved around and 
searched a v i l l a g e ,  and rounded up Vietnamese (pgs.  2 2 ,  29) .  
He r e c a l l e d  two o r  t h r e e  A R V N ' s  i n  t h e  a r e a ,  b u t  d i d  n o t  
s e e  them i n t e r r o g a t e  any de ta inees  (pg. 25) .  He noted 
t h a t  t h e r e  was an i s o l a t e d  incoming mortar round some t h r e e  
hours a f t e r  t h e  a s s a u l t  on t h e i r  p o s i t i o n  (pg. 2 7 ) .  

4. KNOWLEDGE OF AN INCIDENT.  

The wi tness  had no knowledge of unnecessary k i l l i n g  
by personnel  i n  C/1/20 and B/4/3 o r  of any U.S. o r  ARVN 
personnel  t o r t u r i n g  p r i s o n e r s  on t h i s  opera t ion  (pg. 30) .  

5. KNOWLEDGE OF AN INVESTIGATION. 

The wi tness  knew nothing of an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and had 
never been t o l d  n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  unnecessary k i l l i n g  occurr ing  
on t h i s  opera t ion  (pg. 30) . 

6 .  OTHER INFORMATION. 

The wi tness  s t a t e d  t h a t  some of the men i n  h i s  
company smoked marijuana and t h a t  he f e l t  t h e  company 
commander knew who they were, s i n c e  t h e  u s e r s  were always 
s e l e c t e d  f o r  d e t a i l s  (pgs.  30, 31) .  Af ter  a p r i o r  opera t ion  
where some men who were high g o t  h i t ,  t h e r e  was no use of 
marijuana i n  t h e  f i e l d  (pg. 31) . "Grass" w a s  e a s i l y  obta ined  
i n  t h e  v i l l a g e s  (pg. 31) . 
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EXHIBITS 


EXHIBIT 	 . 
NUMBER DESCRIPTION 	 NOTES -.. PAGES 

1 	 I 1 


3M-2 MACV Card "Nine Rules" Issued to witness. 

MACV Card "The Enemy in 
-

3
M-3 Your Hands" 	 Issued to witness. 


1 Instructions to witness Read by witness. 1 


P-18 Miscellaneous Scene detainees. 11 

. -

Wit recognized 


Wit did not re- 

-	 9 Miscellaneous Scene cognize. 11 


Wit did not re- 

e coqnize. 11,12 


Wit did not re- 


Wit recognized an 

P-21 Miscellaneous Scene ARVN. 11 


P-23 Miscellaneous Scene coqnize. 12 

Wit did not re-


to of ARVN soldiers coqni ze . 12 


to 	 ..,-2 y wit. 15_ _ I  . 	 "-Lliized b-- - - -
A 


Wit did not re- 

- 08 Photo of detainees cognize. 13 


Wit did not re- 

- 09 Photo of detainees 	 coqni ze . 13 


Photo of ARVN and 

P-215 detainees Wit recalled. 23 
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(The hear ing  reconvened a t  1320 hours ,  5 February 
1970. )  

COL WILSON: The hear ing  w i l l  come t o  order .  

RCDR : The fol lowing named persons are p resen t :  COL . ..WILSON, LTC NOLL, and MAJ THOMAS. 

The nex t  witness  i s  M r .  Harry E.  PARKER. 

(MR PARKER w a s  c a l l e d  as a w i t n e s s ,  w a s  sworn, 
and t e s t i f i e d  a s  follows:) 

P lease  s t a t e  your f u l l  name, occupat ion,  and re-
sidence? 

A. M y  name i s  Harry PARKER. I l i v e  a t  2256 E. 
W i l l i a m s  S t r e e t ,  Ph i l ade lph ia ,  Pennsylvania,  ,and I work a t  
B and F ~ o o p e r a g e , ~ a r r e l ,and c o n t a i n e r  Company. 

COL WILSON: M r .  PARKER, d i d  you have a chance t o  read  t h i s  
l i t e r a t u r e  (Exh ib i t  M-81) we gave t o  you? 

. . 

A. Y e s ,  I had a chance. 

Q Do you understand t h a t  t h i s  i s  an in te rv iew team 
f o r  General PEERS ' i n q u i r y ?  

A. Y e s ,  I understand. 

Q- W e  have no a u t h o r i t y  t o  make conclusions and f ind-
ings  i n  t h i s  case.  T h a t ' s  s t r i c t l y  t h e  p re roga t ive  of General 
PEERS. We in te rv iew people f o r  him. 

A. I understand. 

Q Your testimony i s  being recorded and a l s o  a t r a n s -
c r i p t  w i l l  be  made. The team i s  composed of t h r e e  people:  
myself ,  Colonel NOLL, and M r .  WALSH, who i s  absent .  He i s  
a c i v i l i a n  a t t o r n e y  who is t o  a s s i s t  General PEERS. He may 
or may n o t  be up he re  wi th in  t h e  next  hour o r  two. You re -
member on t h e  handout t h a t  w e  gave you, we w i l l  ques t ion  you 
i n  a s e r i e s  of chronologica l  ma t t e r s  d e a l i n g  p r imar i ly  wi th  

APP T-327 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


t r a i n i n g  f i r s t  i n  o r d e r  t o  develop any information t h a t  you 
may have on B Company opera t ions  on March 1968. 

Have you t a l k e d  t o  anyone about t h i s  opera t ion  

from your u n i t  p r i o r  t o  coming t o  t h i s  hear ing?  


A. Well, I seen  a couple f r i e n d s  u p s t a i r s ,  and w e  
. .j u s t  k ind  of d i scussed  it. 

J u s t  today,  you mean? 

Today, yes .  

Nobody be fo re  t h a t ?  

No. 

Q. What w a s  your assignment .on 16 March 1968? 
5 . -

W e l l ,  a t  t h i s  t i m e  I w a s  a grenadier .  

With B/4/3? 

Right. 

Which p la toon?  

3d Pla toon,  second squad. 

Second squad. Who was your squad l eader?  

My squad l e a d e r  was Sergeant BRADDOCK, BRADDOCK. 

BRADDOCK? Were you with t h e  u n i t  i n  Hawaii? 

A. Yes. 

Q - Do you r e c a l l ,  now n o t  only t h e r e ,  b u t  a t  any time 
i n  your t r a i n i n g ,  e v e r  g e t t i n g  any instruct ions--which was 
probably i n  a m i l i t a r y  j u s t i c e  c l a s s  o r  c l a s s  concerning the  
Geneva Convention--pertaining t o  l e g a l  o r  i l l e g a l  orders?  

A.  No, I don 't remember them. 
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9 .  I have two e x h i b i t s  which are f a c s i m i l e s  of  MACV, 
w s l l e t - s i z e  cards .  The f i r s t  one i s  M-2.  I t ' s  e n t i t l e d  
"Nine Rules." Have you ever  seen  t h a t  card?  

A. I b e l i e v e  I might have seen  t h i s  be fo re .  

Q. The second page t h e r e  is  t h e  i n s i d e  of  t h e  card .  

A. Yeah, I b e l i e v e  I saw it, o r  one t h a t  may have 
been much l i k e  it. 

Q. Of course  it would have been-- 

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I t  w a s  i s s u e d  t o  us .  

Q. It  should have been. 

A. Y e s .  

Q. Do you remember g e t t i n g  one? 

A. Yeah, I remember now because t h a t  was-- 

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  That was red .  

A. Right . 
Q. Now, w e r e  you i s s u e d  t h i s  b e f o r e  you g o t  t o  V i e t -
nam o r  a f t e r  you go t  t h e r e ?  

A.  I r e a l l y  d o n ' t  know. I wouldn ' t  remember. 

Q. You d o n ' t  remember? The n e x t  one i s  Exh ib i t  M - 3 .  
I t ' s  e n t i t l e d ,  "The Enemy i n  Your Hands." Have you ever  seen  
t h a t  ca rd?  

A. I b e l i e v e  t h e s e  w e r e  i s s u e d  t o g e t h e r  when w e  g o t  
them. 

Q. D o  you t h i n k  you g o t  one of t h e s e ,  too?  

A. Y e s .  
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Q - This  card  fo lds .  

A. Y e s ,  I b e l i e v e  so.  

Q. I ' d  l i k e  t o  f i x  i n  your mind t h e  exac t  pe r iod  
t h a t  w e ' r e  t a l k i n g  about ,  and t h e n  I want you t o  t e l l  m e  
what information you had b e f o r e  t h i s  opera t ion  came o f f .  
Now, t h e  t ime frame t h a t  I ' m  t a l k i n g  about  is  t h e  day 
when Lieutenant  COCHRAN w a s  k i l l e d  through t h e  day t h a t  MILUS 
was k i l l e d ?  

A. Right.  

Q - Those 4 days i n  t h e r e ,  do you know t h e  pe r iod  
I ' m  t a l k i n g  about? 

A. I r e m e m b e r ,  I b e l i e v e .  

Q .  MILUS was k i l l e d  on t h e  n i g h t  of  t h e  18 th  of 
March, and Lieutenant  COCHRAN w a s  k i l l e d  on t h e  16th  of March. 
Now, t h e  15th  of March w a s  t h e  day before  t h e  combat a s s a u l t  
took p lace .  You w e r e  up, o r  should have been, a t  Uptight.  
Do you r e c a l l  g e t t i n g  any information on t h e  opera t ion  corn-
ing  up t h e  n e x t  day? 

A. No, I d o n ' t .  What I r e a l l y  remember was t h e  day 
t h a t  Lieutenant  COCHRAN go t  k i l l e d .  The 3d Platoon w a s  p u l l i n g  
s e c u r i t y  f o r  t h e  8 1  s e c t i o n ,  and--

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  You're g e t t i n g  a l i t t l e  ahead of 
me.  

A. Oh, I ' m  so r ry .  

Q Let  me g e t  t o  t h a t .  That I s  on t h e  16 th .  What 
I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  o u t  i s  what were you t o l d  about  t h e  opera-
t i o n  on t h e  15th  be fo re  t h e  opera t ion  came o f f ?  Did anybody 
b r i e f  you? 

A .  Well, we were always--we had a b r i e f i n g ,  b u t  I 
d o n ' t  remember t h e  exact  words. 

Q. Now, who g ives  you t h e  b r i e f i n g  normally. Is it 
t h e  squad l eader  o r  t h e  p la toon l eader?  
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A .  The p l a toon  l e a d e r  u s u a l l y  g i v e s  us t h e  b r i e f i n g .  

Q - D i d  h e  g i v e  it t o  you b e f o r e  t h e  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. Usual ly  t h e  n i g h t  b e f o r e  o r  t h e  morning b e f o r e  
t h e  o p e r a t i o n .  

Q. W e l l ,  t h i s  was a p r e t t y  e a r l y  t ake -o f f .  Who 
was your p l a toon  l e a d e r  then?  

A.  A t  t h a t  t ime ,  w e  d i d n ' t  have a p l a toon  l e a d e r .  

Q. W e l l ,  who was t h e  a c t i n g  p l a toon  l e a d e r ?  

A. Well, it w a s  sergeant--we used t o  c a l l  him "Smokey." 
Sergeant--oh, I c a n ' t  t h i n k  of  h i s  name. 

Q *  MCCLOUD? 

A .  MCCLOUD. Sergeant  MCCLOUD. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  Se rgean t  MCCLOUD--Sergeant BRADDOCK 
b r i e f i n g  you on t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. W e l l ,  I guess I g o t  t h e  word, b u t  from which one 
I g o t  it from, I r e a l l y  c o u l d n ' t  be e x a c t .  

Q. Well,  do you remember any th ing  about  t h i s  opera-
t i o n  b e f o r e  you went on it t h a t  s t a n d s  o u t  i n  your mind a-
bout  be ing  d i f f e r e n t  from any o t h e r  o p e r a t i o n ,  t h i s  combat 
a s s a u l t ?  Were you supposed t o  c a r r y  any e x t r a  equipment o r  
any th ing  l i k e  t h i s ?  

A.  A s  f a r  a s  I was concerned,  t h e  p l e a s a n t  p a r t  f o r  
m e  w a s  t h a t  w e  had t o  p u l l  s e c u r i t y  f o r  t h e  81. That  meant 
t h a t  w e  would be  s i t t i n g  down f o r  a good whi le .  On o t h e r  
o p e r a t i o n s  t h e  3d P la toon  w a s  u s u a l l y  o u t  t h e r e  humping, you 
know. 

Q. You knew t h i s  b e f o r e  you-went  i n  t h e r e ?  

A.  That  w e  w e r e  going to--
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Q. ( In te rpos ing)  Secure t h e  81? 

A. Yeah, t h a t ' s  what I heard,  I be l i eve .  

Q. Okay, now t h i s  is what you understood your p la-
toon was going t o  do be fo re  t h e  opera t ion  came o f f ?  

A. Yes, I b e l i e v e  t h a t ' s  what it was. 

Q. Now, was anything s a i d  on t h e  15th  about . t h e. 

d e s t r u c t i o n  of . v i l l a g e s. o r  foodstock? 

A. No, I d o n ' t  remember t h i s .  They might have s a i d  
something about it.. . 

Q. Was anything s a i d  about how t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  w e r e  
t o  be handled, t h e  n a t i v e s  of t h i s  a rea?  . . . -

A. W e l l ,  n o t  t h a t  day. Not t h a t  day. 

Q. Okay. They d i d n ' t  say  anything t o  you? 

A. NO, n o t  t o  me, no. 

Q- Okay. Did anybody say what t h e  enemy s i t u a t i o n  
was going t o  be i n  t h e r e ?  

A. I d i d n Z t - - t h e  word was pu t  o u t ,  I probably d i d n ' t  
h e a r  it. 

Q Did you know what t h e  o t h e r  two p la toons  w e r e  
going t o  do bes ides  t h e  3d platoon? 

A. I d o n ' t  know. I th ink  they were going t o  b lock ,  
I guess ,  o r  something, a g a i n s t  a sweep, o r  something, I 
don 't know. 

Q. Did anybody say whether t h e r e  was going t o  be any
d i f f e r e n c e  i n  what one squad of the  platoon d id  and what t h e  
o t h e r  squad d id .  I n  o t h e r  words, were you supposed t o  move 
o f f  i n  a c e r t a i n  d i r e c t i o n  o r  j u s t  s e t  up s e c u r i t y ?  Was it 
s a i d  t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  squad would do t h i s ,  and t h e  second squad 
would do t h i s ?  
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A. No. Well, when we f i r s t  came i n ,  I be l i eve  when 
we f i r s t  landed,  t h e  main t h i n g  was g e t t i n g  t h e  guys spread 
out, but everybody j u s t  job.. 	. about knew h i s  

. 	Q e  Everybody knew what they  were going t o  do. They
d i d n ' t  need any s p e c i a l  i n s t r u c t i o n s ? '  

A. No. 

Q*. What about t h e  15 th .  Did anybody say  which h e l i -  
cop te r  you were on? 

Y e s ,  we were assigned h e l i c o p t e r s  t o  g e t  on. 
. . 

Q- Was t h i s  done e a r l y  i n  t h e  morning o r  t h e  day 
before?  

A. Well, I guess it was done a t  t h e  chopper pad. 

Q- Okay. 

A. I f  w e  flew. I th ink  we might have walked up 

there .  


Q: N o ,  you flew up t h e r e  t h i s  time. Do you know 
i f  you were on t h e  f i r s t  l i f t  o r  on t h e  second l i f t ?  Two 
l i f t s ?  

A. I r e a l l y  d o n ' t  know. I doubt i f  it was t h e  f i r s t  
l i f t ,  because I would remember. Sometimes it would be h o t  
and cold.  

Q - W e l l ,  it could have been e i t h e r  one a t  e i t h e r  
time. I t  could have been co ld  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  and h o t  f o r  
t h e  second l i f t ,  o r  v i c e  ve r sa ,  o r  co ld  o r  h o t  a l l  t h e  way. 

A. Well, I know t h i s  one. When I go t  t h e r e  I j u s t  

walked around. There wasn ' t  nothing o u t  t h e r e .  I didn I
 t 

s e e  nothing.  

Q. Okay. Have you m y  ques t ions  on t h e  b r i e f i n g ?  

LTC NOLL: No, sir.  
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Q- ~ l l  le t ' s  go to  t h e  day of t h e  opera t ion  r i g h t ,  
i t s e l f .  T h a t ' s  t h e  16 th  now, we can p u t  t h e  b r i e f i n g  behind. 

A. I understand. 

Q. Now, w e ' l l  have some s p e c i f i c  ques t ions  on that 
da te .  When you g o t  o f f  t h a t  h e l i c o p t e r  o r  as you came i n  
f o r  your landing--do you r e c a l l  t h a t  t h i s  w a s  a combat as-
s a u l t ?  

A. Y e s ,  a i rmobile .  

Q- When you came i n  f o r  your landing,  do you remem-
b e r  whether t h e r e  was any f i r i n g  going on; whether  your air-
c r a f t  was r e c e i v i n g  any f i r e ?  

A. No, I don ' t  remember. 

Q. How about when you go t  o u t  of t h e  a i r c r a f t ,  do 
you remember f i r i n g  your weapon o r  anybody f i r i n g ?  

A. No. I d i d n ' t  even have a round i n  t h e  chamber. 

Q. How about t h e  doorgunner? Was t h e  doorgunner a t  
any t i m e  f i r i n g ?  

A. No, I d o n ' t  be l i eve  so.  Nobody f i r i n g .  

Q. Nobody was f i r i n g ?  

A. I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  so .  

a. And, when you go t  o f f  and on t h e  ground-- 

A. ( In te rpos ing)  I remember--

Q- ( In te rpos ing)  G o  ahead. 

A. I remember something now. There was some f i r i n g ,  
b u t  it was way up i n  f r o n t ,  because t h e r e  was some f i r i n g  
somewhere. I could hea r  t h e  f i r i n g .  About t h i s  time a 
booby t r a p  had went o f f  and we were t o l d  t o  come back o r  
something l i k e  t h a t .  
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Q. Okay. When you g o t  o f f  t h a t  h e l i c o p t e r ,  t h e  nose 
of t h a t  h e l i c o p t e r  shou ld  have been f a c i n g  Upt igh t .  Which 
would have been due n o r t h .  Do you remember which d i r e c t i o n  
you went? Now, t h i s  was b e f o r e  t h e  booby t r a p  was t r i p p e d .  
When you g o t  o f f  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r ,  do you remember i f  t h e r e  
w a s  f i r i n g  go ing  on t h e n ? ,  

A. I d o n ' t  know i f  it was a t  t h e  t i m e  I s t epped  o f f ,  
b u t  I w a s  on t h e  ground and then  l a t e r  I heard  some f i r i n g  
way up f u r t h e r .  

Q. Was i t  s t r a i g h t  i n  f r o n t  of  you, o r  w a s  i t  o f f  
t o  t h e  l e f t ,  o r  was it o f f  t o  t h e  r i g h t ?  

A. W e l l ,  maybe--I guess - - l ike  t h e  booby t r a p  went 
o f f  ove r  t h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g  r i g h t ) .  

Q- Okay. 

A. And, t h e  f i r i n g - - I  hea rd  some f i r i n g  from up i n  
t h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g  s t r a i g h t  ahead) . 
Q* Okay. You landed  about  0827 o r  0830, something 
l i k e  t h a t .  Then t h e r e  x a s  a p e r i o d  u n t i l  about  0915 when 
tha t - -

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  When t h e  booby t r a p  went o f f ?  

Q NO, 0845 was when t h e  f i r s t  ,b.ooby t r a p  went o f f ,  
and t h a t ' s  t h e  one t h a t  k i l l e d  L i e u t e n a n t  COCHRAN. 

A. Right .  

Q. Okay, and then  ' t h e  nex t  one went o f f  45 minutes 
l a te r ,  which would have made it about  what? What t ime bras i t ?  

LTC NOLL: 0930. 

COL WILSON: The second one went o f f  a t  0930, and t h a t  one 
g o t  t h r e e  more men, t h r e e  o r  f o u r  more c a s u a l t i e s .  A l l  t h e s e  
people  were dus ted-of f .  Now, t h e r e  may have been a change 
i n  miss ion  ass ignment  a t  t h a t  t ime.  W e  b e l i e v e  t h a t  maybe 
t h e  2 d  P l a toon  and t h e  3d P la toon  swi tched  jobs because of  
t h e  c a s u a l t i e s  t h a t  w e r e  t aken  i n  about  an hour  by t h e  2d 
P la toon .  Do you know anyth ing  about  t h a t ?  
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A. ,I d o n ' t  know. I know--

Q.  ( In te rpos ing)  Did you s t a y  i n  t h e  job a l l  day 
secur ing  t h a t  mortar? 

A. No, because - l i k e  I say ,  I heard some f i r i n g  up 
f r o n t .  I d o n ' t  know how, w e  g o t  up f r o n t  some w a y .  There 
w a s  some f i r i n g ,  b u t  somebody was ahead of  us s o  we s t a y e d  
up t h e r e ,  because I was separa ted  f o r  a while .  

Q- Separated from where? 

A. From--there w a s  about f i v e  of us ,  I b e l i e v e .  
I n s t e a d  of  be ing  on l i n e  wi th  t h e  rest of t h e  guys, I think 
w e  w e r e  o f f .  We w e r e  probably over  t h e r e  h i d i n g  r e a l l y .  

Q. W e l l ,  you d o n ' t  remember any s p e c i f i c  change i n  
job assignments t h e r e  t h a t  day? 

A. No. Le t  m e  t h ink .  Because I remember people 
somewhere. And--oh, yeah, I know what my job was. I was--
m e  and--we had t h e s e  people t h e r e .  

Q. You were guarding? 

A. Yeah, we were guarding people.  

A - Yeah. We were guarding these  people and they 
came back and t o l d  us t o  leave  t h e  people,  go and move on 
up o r  something. I don I t  know, -. something l i k e  t h a t .  ' 

Q. Who took over  t h e  people a f t e r  you. l e t  them go? 
Who s t a r t e d  guarding them? 

A. I don I t  remember. 

Q. Do you remember doing any searching  t h a t  day? 

A. Yeah, I th ink  we d i d  some searching  t h a t  day. 

Q. Did you pick up any more de ta inees?  
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A. 	 N o ,  n o t  myself p e r s o n a l l y .  

Q* D o  you remember any f i r i n g  going on i n  your  i m -
mediate area t h a t  day? 

A. 	 N o ,  no more than--I  hea rd  some f i r i n g  up f u r t h e r .  

a. 	 Did you ever see t h a t  (P-18) ? 

A. Th i s  r i g h t  he re?  


Q* Those people  o r  t h a t  i n d i v i d u a l  i n , t h e  p i c t u r e ?  


A. 	 Yeah, I saw them. 

Q. 	 Were t h e s e  t h e  people  you w e r e  guarding? 

A. I d o n ' t  know. These people  t h a t  I had w e r e  i n  a 
b i n ?  

Q. 	 A b i n ?  

A. Yeah, you know, something l i k e  a t rough .  


Q- You d o n ' t  know i f  t h e s e  are t h e  same people  o r  n o t ?  


A. 	 No, I d o n ' t  remember t h e  f a c e s .  

Q. 	 Do you know any of  t h o s e  people?  T h i s  i s  P-19. 

A. 	 N o ,  I d o n ' t .  

Q. Did you e v e r  see any-- this  i s  P-21. Did you e v e r  
s e e  any one of t h o s e  m i l i t a r y  i n d i v i d u a l s ?  

A. I t h i n k  I saw t h i s  boy h e r e .  H e  looks  l i k e  an 
ARVN o r  something.  

Q-	 The man on t h e  l e f t ,  you t h i n k  you 've  s een  him? 

How about  t h e s e  two h e r e ?  P-22? 

A. No. N o  more than  t h i s  guy r i g h t  h e r e  i n  t h e  
middle.  
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Q. The fe l low looking--the U. S. type  looking s t r a i g h t  
i n t o  t h e  camera. Have you e v e r  seen t h a t  o l d  man? 

A. No, I wouldn't  know him. 

A. No. 

Q- D i d  you e v e r  see any one o f  those  t w o  ARVN s o l -
d i e r s  on t h e  l e f t  i n  P-66? 

A. No. I thought  I saw them--no, I d o n ' t  t h ink  so. 

Q - You c a n ' t  remember. 

A. But, t h i s  boy look l ike-- that ' s --no,  t h a t ' s  some-
body else. 

Q .  T h a t ' s  n o t  your company. 

A. Oh, no wonder. 

Q. That p i c t u r e  i s  not .  Do you remember C Company 
jo in ing  B Company t h a t  day? 

A. That ' s  what I was t r y i n g  t o  th ink  of  be fo re .  
don ' tknow i f  we met up t o g e t h e r  o r n o t .  W e  m i g h t h a v e  
passed up on each o t h e r .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  s e t t i n g  up a  n i g h t  defens ive  posi-  
t i o n  t h a t  n i g h t ?  

A. I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  t h i n k .  Is t h a t  t h e  night MILUS 
got  k i l l e d ?  

Q* No. 

A. Well, .then i f  we d i d  s e t  up--I d e f i n i - t e l y  rernem- 
b e r  the  n i g h t  MILUS g o t  k i l l e d .  
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Q. . W e l l ,  t h a t  was s e v e r a l  days l a t e r .  I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  

g e t  t o  t h a t .  C Company d i d  come i n  t h e r e .  Do you remember 

t h e s e  p r i soners?  This i s  P-208. 


A. No, I d o n ' t  remember t h a t .  They got  masks over  

them. 


Q- You d o n ' t  remember, b u t  do you remember t h a t  

l oca t ion?  


A. This  i s  t h e  81 s e c t i o n  r i g h t  t h e r e .  

a. That one up i n  t h e  r i . gh t  s i d e  of t h e  photograph, 
r i g h t  top.  

A. I t  would seem t h a t  t h e r e  was a h i l l  back over  t h e r e  
i n  t h e  p o s i t i o n  t h a t  I was i n .  

Q *  Do you recognize anything i n  P-209? I t ' s  k ind  
of dark.  

A .  No, I d o n ' t  recognize nothing t h e r e .  

Q - Do you r e c a l l  any ARVN s o l d i e r s  being i n  a defen- 
s i v e  p o s i t i o n  t h a t  n i g h t ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know, b u t  maybe--you s a i d  t h e  second mine 
went o f f .  D idn ' t  some ARVN's  g e t  i t ?  

Q. What? 

A. D i d n ' t  some ARVN's  t r i p  a mine somewhere? 

Q *  No. 

A. That must have been another  t ime. 

9- A l l  t h e s e  a r e  people from t h e  2d Platoon.  

A. No, I don 't remember i f  t h e r e  were any ARVN's  
wi th  us o r  n o t .  

Q- Can you remember any ARVN i n t e r p r e t e r s  being i n  
t h e r e  that evening? 
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A. I d o n ' t  know. But they  always brought one o v t  
t h e r e  wi th  them anyway most of  t h e  time. 

Q. Do you remember anything unusual occur r ing  that 
n igh t?  

A. No, n o t  t h a t  n i g h t ,  no. 

Q- A l l  r i g h t .  The nex t  morning--1st Platoon,  of 
course a l l  t h a t  day had been across  t h a t  r i v e r  over  t h e r e  
by t h a t  beach--the next  morning B C,ompany s t a r t e d  ou t  a-
c ross  t h e  br idge  t o  l ink ,  up with 1st  Platoon,  and-TAYLOR 
h i t  a mine. 

A. Right. 

Q - There was a bunch of  f i r i n g  as  w e  understand, 
and we're  n o t  q u i t e  s u r e  of t h e  l o c a t i o n  of t h e  3d Platoon,  
whether t h e  o r d e r  of march was t h e  3d Platoon,  command p o s t ,  
and 2d Platoon,  o r  2d Platoon,  command p o s t ,  and 3d Platoon.  
Was t h e  3d Platoon l ead ing  toward t h e  br idge ,  o r  was t h e  2d 
Platoon leading?  

A. I t h i n k  it  might have been t h e  3d Pla toon,  be-
cause when we go t  some rounds i n  on us, and I knew t h a t  w e  
wai ted and t h e  p lane  came, t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  o r  something came. 
I remember looking back and it looked l i k e  a whole l o t  of 
guys behind ne, so it coiild have been t h e  26 Platoon behind 
U S .  

Q .  Well, were you reasonably c l o s e  t o  t h e  br idge?  

A. Oh, yeah, I was, because my buddy, he got  caught 
i n  t h e  middle of t h e  br idge  when t h e  rounds came i n .  

Q- Well, then  you were--this i s  when TAYLOR was 
wounded, r i g h t ?  

A. No. TAYLOR was i n  t h e  1st  Platoon which was on 
t h e  o t h e r  s i d e .  

Q- T h a t ' s  r i g h t ,  on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  b r idge ,  
b u t  you ' r e  t a l k i n g  about t h e  same time? 
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A. Yeah, t h e  same time. 

Q Let  me ask you t h i s .  When you were moving down 
toward t h e  b r idge ,  you know, a f t e r  you l e f t  t h e  a r e a ,  you 
s t a r t e d  down t h e  t r a i l  which was a d i r t  t r a i l ,  and as I 
understand t h e r e  was hedgerow on each s i d e ,  and you passed 
through s o r t  of  a v i l l a g e ?  

A. Was t h e r e  water  i n  i t ?  

Q- Y e s .  

A. Yeah, I be l i eve  so.  

Q- There were hu t s  on each s i d e  and you were walking
down a d i r t  road and going down toward a br idge .  E i t h e r  
TAYLOR w a s  wounded by t h a t  t ime,  o r  he was wounded l a t e r .  
Now, do you remember a l o t  of a c t i v i t y  a t  t h e  br idge?  'You 
s a i d  some rounds came i n .  I assume y o u ' r e  t a l k i n g  about 
small  arms. 

A. Yes, r i g h t .  

Q - Did they  come from across  t h e  r i v e r ?  

A. Yes, on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  r i v e r .  Yeah, on 
t h e  same s i d e  t h e  1st Platoon was on, I be l i eve .  

Q. T h a t ' s  r i g h t ,  i t  would be. And you say  some 
rounds came i n  your d i r e c t i o n ?  

A. Yeah, i n  our  d i r e c t i o n .  WINSTON was caught i n  t h e  
middle of t h e  br idge .  He d i d n ' t  know which way t o  go. 

Q- Who was? 

A. WINSTON, a f r i e n d  of mine, WINSTON. 

Q And WINSTON was caught on t h e  br idge?  

A. Yeah. 

Q. Was he i n  your squad? 

A. Yeah, he was i n  my squad. 
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Q- Okay, l e t ' s  look a t  t h i s  photograph here  a minute. 
(P-16 8) 

Now, from what you ' r e  t e l l i n g  m e ,  you must have 
been somewhere down i n  t h i s  area i f  you could see this ac-
t i o n ,  and i f  you could  see WINSTON on t h a t  b r i d g e  o u t  t h e r e .  
Was WINSTON i n  your squad? 

A. Yeah, h e  w a s  i n  o u r  squad. But, I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  
figure--see,  they  had t h e  mine d e t e c t o r s  come down. I don ' t  
know i f  t h a t  was--that must have been a f t e r  t h e  o t h e r  boy on 
t h e  o t h e r ,  s i d e  h i t  t h e  booby t r a p .  

Q- W e l l ,  now h e r e ' s  t h e  th ing .  We're n o t  s u r e  about 
t h i s ,  M r .  PARKER, because t h e r e  are two o r  t h r e e  t h i n g s  t h a t  
e n t e r  i n t o  t h i s .  There were two engineers ,  d e m o l i t i o n i s t s ,  
with t h e  company, wi th  t h e  CP. There w a s  a l s o  a man named 
GUTHRIE , a t r a i n e d  demol i t ion i s t .  

A. Y e a h ,  GUTHRIE. Yeah, me and GUTHRIE w e r e  f r i ends .  
He w a s  i n  t h e  3d Platoon. 

Q - H e  was i n  t h e  3d Platoon. 

A. Right. 

Q- Now, we g e t  some information t h a t  both t h e  engi- 
neers  ad GUTHRIE yere sallec? fcr;:zrd--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  To blow them. 

Q- To g e t  r i d  of  these  mines. 

A. Right. 

Q - Do you remember see ing  them come up? 

A. No, I d o n ' t .  I d o n ' t  s e e  how I could m i s s  GUTHRIE,  
a s  b i g  as he  is .  

Q.  Supposedly, t h e s e  people were c a l l e d  forward. 
We d o n ' t  know whether they  were c a l l e d  forward before  o r  
a f t e r  TAYLOR h i t  t h i s  mine. 
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A. Yeah, t h a t ' s  what I was going t o  f i g u r e .  Most 
l i k e l y  it was a f ter ,  because I d o n ' t  t h i n k  they  knew it was 
mined. 

Q* No, n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y .  

A. I remember something. 

Q* Go ahead. 

A. Something happened. That  same t i m e ,  t h e y  p u t  wh i t e  
t i s s u e  pape r  on t h e  ground. 

a- T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  

A. And I t h i n k  t h a t ' s  how w e  g o t  a c r o s s ,  o r  some- 
t h i n g  l i k e  t h a t .  

Q. Y e s ,  .but  who d i d  i t ?  

A. Oh, who p u t  t h e  paper  on t h e  ground? The re fo re ,  
t h e  2d P la toon  must have been i n  f r o n t  o f  u s .  

Q. T h a t ' s  what we' re t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  o u t .  I f  t h e  2d 
P la toon  was i n  f r o n t  o f  you, t hey  w e r e  a c r o s s  t h e  b r i d g e ,  how 
come WINSTON g e t s  caught  on t i le  b r i d g e ?  

A. I don ' t know. 


Q- You know WINSTON was caught  on t h e  b r idge?  


A. Yeah, he  g o t  mixed up. A f t e r  t h e  rounds,  he  d i d n ' t  
know which way t o  go. 

Q. What d i d  he  do? Did he  l i e  o u t  t h e r e  on t h e  b r i d g e ?  

A. No, I t h i n k  he might have gone down i n  t h e  wa te r .  
I know he g o t  o u t  o f  t h e r e .  

H e  d i d n ' t  j u s t  l a y  down on t h e  b r idge?  

A, I d o n ' t  t h i n k  so .  I d o n ' t  know. T h a t ' s  n o t  l i k e  
WINSTON. 

Did h e  jump o f f  t h e  b r i d g e ?  

A. H e  might have. H e  might have jumped o f f  t h e  b r i d g e .  
It  w a s n ' t  a  b i g  b r i d g e ,  you know. -
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Q- It w a s  c l o s e  t o  t h e  w a t e r .  

A. Y e a h .  

Q- I f  WINSTON w a s  caught  on t h e  b r idge ,  then  your pla-  
toon or your squad caine- under f i r e  a t  t h e  t i m e  you crossed  
i t ?  That means t o  m e  t h a t  I c o u l d n ' t  imagine t h e  2d Platoon 
be ing  ac ross  and t h e  enemy opening f i r e  on t h e  l a s t  p la toon 
c ross ing  t h e  br idge .  

A. W e  r ece ived  f i r e  because w e  g o t  down, and a f t e r  
WINSTON g o t  t o g e t h e r ,  a p lane  came. I t h i n k  it w a s  a h e l i -
c o p t e r  f i r i n g  over  t h e r e  i n  t h a t  d i r e c t i o n .  I ' m  q u i t e  s u r e  
it w a s  a h e l i c o p t e r ,  

Q- Y e s ,  w e  t h i n k  t h e r e  w e r e  maybe two o f  them. 

A. W e l l ,  and then  a f t e r  t h a t  w e  went ac ross .  

Q.  Now, l e t  m e  g e t  t h e  sequence. WINSTON w a s  on t h e  
br idge  be fo re  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  came i n ,  i s  t h a t  r i g h t ?  

A. Yeah, I guess so.  

Q - Then a f t e r  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  came i n ,  t h a t ' s  when 
you crossed.  

A. A f t e r  we j o t  d a n  ~ n 2they  gave us t h e  word t o  
move out .  

Q - Then you crossed  t h e  br idge?  

A. Yeah, well--yeah, I crossed  t h e  br idge .  WINSTON' 
might have been t h e  man i n  f r c n t  of ms, G r  r i g h t  t h e r e ,  be-
cause due t o  t h e  mixup when everybody go t  down, everybody 
was l i k e  squirming around. But I remember they  pu t  t h a t  
t i s s u e  paper on t h e  ground t o  mark t h e  mines. 

Q - How many rounds and how long d i d  you rece ive  f i r e  
from t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  r i v e r ?  

A. I t h i n k  it was j u s t  a few s n i p e r  rounds. I d o n ' t  
know. I t  d i d n ' t  l as t  no t i m e .  

Q. Now what happened when you crossed  over? Was t h e r e  
anything going on over the re?  What d i d  your platoon do? 
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A. Well, l e t  me th ink  now. When we crossed  over  t h e r e ,  
we went down and s a t  on some gogs o r  something, and waited.  
And another  p la toon,  I th ink  another  p la toon moved o u t ,  They 
d id .  Another p la toon moved ou t  and t h a t  n i g h t  we s tayed r i g h t  
over  t h e r e ,  r i g h t  o f f  t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of  t h e  br idge  t h a t  n i g h t ,  
I t h i n k ,  

Y e s ,  you d id .  T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  

A. W e  s t ayed  over  t h e r e .  

Q- Did you g e t  a chance t o  walk around and look around 
much over t h e r e ,  o r  d i d  you s t i c k  around i n  one p lace?  

A. No more than a walk back from--because they p u t  me 
on OP. And, t h e  f a r t h e s t  I walked was from o u t  i n  t h e  f r o n t  
and back t o  the--

( In te rpos ing)  Back t o  t h e  p la toon p o s i t i o n ?  . 

A .  Right.  Also they found, I b e l i e v e  somebody s a i d  
they found a dead woman ' s body over  t h e r e .  

Q- Did you s e e  h e r ?  

A. No. I d i d n ' t  s e e  he r .  

Q- Did you s e e  where she  was o r  do you know where 
she  w a s  loca ted?  

A. I know it was on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  br idge.  
There, was l i k e  sand,  and when those guys were looking--there 's 
a whole l o t  of c l ean  sand. Where we were was a l l  d i r t y  sand. 
So, I d idn '  t even go over  t h e r e .  I went back t~ my p o s i t i o n .  

Q Do you know i f  she  was bur ied?  

A .  No, I d o n ' t  know. I d o n ' t  know, somebody s a i d ,  
"Bury h e r . "  I d o n ' t  know. 

Q. Who found her?  

A. I r e a l l y  d o n ' t  know who t h e  person was t h a t  phy-
s i c a l l y  found he r .  

9- This  i s  what t h e  l o g  i n d i c a t e s  happened. The 3d 
Platoon s t ayed  over  t h e r e  and had t h e  mortar platoon t h e r e  

1 9  APP T-327 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


with them f o r  a while .  And t h e  2d--the 1st Platoon moved 
south.  The 3d Platoon s t ayed  where it w a s .  And t h e  company 
moved south  and went a l l  t h e  way t o  t h e  r i v e r  down south ,  the 
Song T r a  Khuc River,  came back a l i t t l e  w a y  and then  l aagered  
i n .  You laagered  up t h e r e  by yourse l f .  You s t ayed  r i g h t  
t h e r e  by t h e  b r idge ,  The mortar platoon w a s  supposed t o  have 
moved down t o  t h e  company l a t e r  on t h a t  day. 

Did you see any bodies  up i n  t h a t  a rea?  

A. No. 

Q. Did you h e a r  o f  any bes ides  t h a t  one woman? 

A. No, t h e  only  t h i n g  I heard was j u s t  someone s a w  a 
woman's body over  t h e r e .  Tha t ' s  a l l  I heard. 

Q- Do you remember anything unusual happening t h a t  
n i g h t ?  

A. That n igh t?  L e t  me th ink .  No. I know t h a t  n i g h t  
they sent--I  can ' t - - they sent--said f o r  me i n  regards--I t h i n k  
we went back f a r t h e r ,  t o l d  us t o  come back i n  f a r t h e r ,  some-
t h i n g  l i k e  t h a t .  

Q. You might have s e t  up a  blocking p o s i t i o n  e a r l i e r  
i n  khe day and moved back t o  another  p o s i t i o n  t o  l a a g e r  t h a t  
n i g h t ,  t h a t  i s  q u i t e  poss ib le .  But do you remember a  hel icop-  
t e r  coming i n  t h a t  evening o r  any s t r a n g e r s  coming i n ?  

A. That n igh t?  Le t  me th ink .  A h e l i c o p t e r  might 
have come i n .  I d o n ' t  know. Oh, yeah, we got  h o t  chow t h a t  
n i g h t ,  I th ink .  

Q. You d id?  

A. Yeah, I th ink  we got  h o t  chow t h a t  n i g h t .  We got  
supp l i e s  o r  something. 

Q - You could have got ten  e i t h e r  one. 

A ,  Something came i n  t h a t  n igh t .  I remember now. 

Q. Well, do you remember any time t h a t  day when you 
crossed t h a t  b r idge ,  t h a t  Lieutenant  LEWIS o r  Lieutenant  
MUNDY came i n ?  
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A. Now L ieu tenan t  LEWIS, h e  might have come i n ,  be-
cause  I h e a r d  t h e r e  was a new l i e u t e n a n t .  Probably it was 
him, because I knew L ieu tenan t  MUNDY from back i n  Hawaii. 

Q- W e l l ,  no,  h e  cou ld  have been i n  t h e r e  t h a t  day. 
D o  you remember what anybody s a i d ,  o r  d i d  you see a photo-
grapher  come i n  t h e r e ?  

A.  No, I d i d n ' t  even know about  no p i c t u r e s .  

Q. W e l l ,  t h a t  doesn '  t n e c e s s a r i l y  mean t h e s e  p i c t u r e s  
were t aken  by t h a t  photographer ,  b u t  I w a s  wondering i f  you 
saw a s t r a n g e r  w i t h  a s o f t  h a t  and a MACV pa t ch  on him run-
n i n g  around o v e r  t h e r e  w i t h  a camera around h i s  neck? 

A. No, i f  I had,  I would have t r i e d  t o  g e t  i n  t h e  
p i c t u r e .  

Q I n o t i c e  y o u ' r e  n o t  i n  any o f  t h e s e  p i c t u r e s .  

A. No. A s  a m a t t e r  o f  f a c t ,  a l l  t h e  p i c t u r e s  I had 
taken  of  m e  ove r  t h e r e  were back i n  camp. Nothing i n  t h e  
f i e l d .  

Q. Nothing .unusual  happened t h a t  n i g h t ?  That  I s  t h e  
n i g h t  o f  t h e  1 7 t h ,  now. 

A. Not t h a t  I remember. 

Q- A l l  r i g h t  now, t h e  n e x t  morning t h e  company began 
moving n o r t h  and came back by t h e  b r i d g e  a r e a  where you were ,  
and then  you jo ined  them and s t a r t e d  moving n o r t h  t oo .  Now, 
t h e r e ' s  a r e p o r t  t h a t  3,000 pounds o f  r i c e  w a s  found t h a t  
morning. Do you know anyth ing  about  t h a t ?  I don ' t  know 
whether it w a s  found by t h e  3d P la toon  o r  somebody e l s e  i n  
t h e  u n i t .  I t  was r i g h t  t h e r e  n e a r  t h e  b r i d g e .  

A. I d o n ' t  remember f i n d i n g  t h e  r i c e .  W e  would have 
g o t t e n  c r e d i t  f o r  it. I d o n ' t  remember f i n d i n g  any r i c e .  

0- W e l l ,  t h e  company r e p o r t e d  it a t  0715 i n  t h e  morn-
i n g .  Okay, t h e  company moved up n o r t h  t o  a b i g  a r e a  where 
t h e r e  were a l o t  o f  v i l l a g e s  and they  h e l d  a MEDCAP, b rought  
t h e  medics i n  and g o t  a bunch o f  people  down on t h e  beach. 

A. I remember t h a t .  A l l  t h a t  h o t  sun and a l l  t h o s e  
people .  I w a s  r i g h t  i n  t h e  middle o f  a l l  o f  them. 
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Q- W e l l ,  w a s  t h e  3d Platoon searching  v i l l a g e s  o r  
w a s  it s t a y i n g  down t h e r e  by the CP by t h e  beach? 

A. No. This  t i m e ,  I r e m e m b e r  w e  w e r e  supposed to  
take a l l  t h e  people o u t  of  t h e  v i l l a g e  o r  something l i k e  t h a t .  
And, I remember w e  w e r e  j u s t  walking and walking and all--and 
nobody knew where w e  w e - r e  going, I mean t h e  guys r i g h t  c l o s e  
t o  m e .  W e  had a l l  t h e s e  people and w e  took them a l l  t h e  way 
down t o  t h e  edge where t h e  h e l i c o p t e r s  w e r e  medevac 'i n g  s t u f f .  
They took them a l l  t h e  way down t h e r e  and l e f t  t h e m ,  and 
them, and then  w e  came a l l  t h e  way back. I remember f o r  s u r e  
because t h e s e  ARVN guys had t h i s  l i t t l e  boy, and I had the 
l i t t l e  boy wi th  m e  and h e  w a s  c a r r y i n g  my rucksack f o r  me.  
They took him and they w e r e  going t o  arrest him. And t h e  
l i t t l e  boy k e p t  t e l l i n g  me, "I 'm no VC. I ' m  no VC." So 
I went over t h e r e  and t o l d  those  ARVN guys t o  l eave  t h e  lit-
t l e  boy alone.  I d o n ' t  know whether they understood me o r  
not .  But la ter  on, I s a w  t h a t  l i t t l e  boy running on down 
where t h e  rest of  t h e  people w e r e ,  because w e  a l s o  used t h e  
k ids  t o  go up t h e  trees and get-- 

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  Coconuts? 

A. coconuts ,  yeah. 

Q- Well, l e t  me be s u r e  t h a t  I understand you. The 
3d Platoon w a s  rounding up people and b r ing ing  them back, i s  
t h a t  what you were doing? 

A. Yeah. 

Q- You were back i n  t h e  v- i l lages  t h e r e ?  

A. Yeah. 

Q - - Way back i n  t h e  v i l l a g e s .  

A. W e l l ,  I d o n ' t  know i f  we was--I know it was a l o t  
of walking t h a t  day. 

Q- Was it on t h e  beach, o r  was it i n  v i lxages?  

A. I t  was i n  t h e  v i l l a g e s ,  b u t  y e t  s t i l l  it was a 
wide--like a smal l  l ake  o r  something. 

Q. Well, t h e r e  was a fishpond out  t h e r e .  I t  could 
have been up i n  t h a t  a rea .  One platoon was supposed t o  have 
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gone g e n e r a l l y  a long  t h e  beach ,  and ano the r  p l a toon  was sup-
posed t o  have moved s o r t  of  i n l a n d  and rounded a l l  t h e s e  peo-
p l e  up and brought  them back. We're t r y i n g  t o  g e t  which one 
it was. 

Did you eve r  s e e  t h i s  boy i n  P-215? 

A. That  boy? No, I d o n ' t  t h i n k  so .  

Q You d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h a t ' s  t h e  boy? 

A. No. The one I was t a l k i n g  about  w a s  much younger. 

Q - Younger t han  t h i s ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q. Did you see t h a t  boy a t  a l l ?  

A. Yeah, t h a t ' s  a p r i s o n e r  t hey  had. 

Q. Who had? 

A. H e  s t a y e d  w i t h  us .  He w a s  i n  t h e  camp CP.  

Q. When? That a f t e rnoon  o r  t h e  n e x t  morning? 

A. I t  had t o  b e  t h a t  same day. 

Q That  was t h e  day--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  O r  was i t - -yeah ,  cause  I t h i n k  t h e y  
f l e w  him o u t  of t h e r e .  

Q. But t h i s  w a s  a p r i s o n e r .  Who picked him up? 

A. I d o n ' t  know. When I came back wi th  a l l  t h e s e  peo-
p l e ,  and w e  came back.  I t h i n k  t h i s  one--I d o n ' t  know if t h e y  
had any more o r  n o t .  I t h i n k  they  had a  couple  o l d  men. I 
d o n ' t  know. I t h i n k  they  might have had some o l d  men t h e r e .  

Q.  Thi s  photograph e i t h e r  had t o  be  t a k e n  e a r l y  i n  
t h e  morning o r  l a t e  i n  t h e  a f t e rnoon .  W e l l ,  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y .  
The shadows are p r e t t y  f u l l  though.  You d o n ' t  remember wheth-
er t h i s  p i c t u r e  was t aken  t h e  morning a f t e r  MILUS was k i l l e d ,  
o r  was it t aken  t h e  a f t e rnoon  b e f o r e ?  

A. I don ' t  know. Like  I s a i d , .  I d i d n ' t  even see--
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Q- ( In te rpos ing)  I know. I d i d n ' t  mean t h e  p i c t u r e ,  
I meant you d o n ' t  remember whether you s a w  t h i s  boy t h e  day 
before  o r  t h e  morning--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  N o .  I t  could have been t h e  day a f t e r  
MILUS g o t  k i l l e d .  We-went o f f ,  I th ink  w e  went o f f  looking 
f o r  him. I d o n ' t  know; now, it might have been t h e  same day. 
It might have been t h e  same day. 

Q- They moved up t h e r e  and they  ran  t h a t  $EDCAP t h a t  
day, and t h a t  n i g h t  t h e r e  was q u i t e  a b i t  of  a c t i v i t y ,  mortar  
rounds, MILUS was k i l l e d ,  f o u r  men were wounded, they  evac 'd  
them o u t ,  t h e r e  was some gunship suppor t ,  and s o  f o r t h .  D o  
you r e c a l l  before  t h a t  evening whether t h e r e  was a l o t  of--
w e l l ,  t h e s e  ARVN's t h a t  were t r y i n g  t o  t a k e  t h i s  boy away 
from you, who were they? Where d i d  they come from? 

A. This  guy, he  was an o f f i c e r  o r  something, because 
he was r e a l  c lean.  Most of  them were r e a l  d i r t y ,  b u t  he  was 
r e a l  c lean .  I remember t h a t .  

Q Do you mean he  had on c lean  f a t i g u e s .  

A. Yeah. 

Q. Did he wear a l a r g e  k n i f e ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know. I d o n ' t  remember t h a t .  

Q - W a s  he  a heavy-set ind iv idua l?  

A. No. A R V N ' s  a l l  look t h e  same t o  me. 

Q - This i s  ARVN, now? I thought you s a i d  t h i s  was an 
American? 

A. No, t h i s  guy who I t a l k e d  t o ,  because I t o l d  him, 
and I d o n ' t  know i f  he understood me o r  n o t ,  b u t  I t o l d  him. 
He was an ARVN. 

Q - And, he was a l l  cleaned up? 

A. Yeah. 

Q. Did you s e e  an American with him? 
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A. Oh, I guess t h e r e  was an American o u t  t h e r e  wi th  
h i m .  A l l  them guys were running around. 

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I guess t h e r e  was one t h e r e ,  I c o u l d n ' t  
say f o r  s u r e .  They u s u a l l y  have t h e  ARVN and t h e  American guy 
wi th  them. 

Q *  How many ARVN do you t h i n k  you saw? 

A .  About two o r  t h r e e ,  I guess.  

Q. Was t h i s  down n e a r  t h e  CP o r  was t h i s  back i n  t h e  
v i l l a g e ?  

A .  No. Where I seen t h e  ARVN'S? 

Q *  Yes? 

A. This  was a t  t h e  CP p a r t .  Everybody w a s  j u s t  coming 
back. 

Q- Did you see any of  t h e  ARVN q u e s t i o n i n g  people down 
t h e r e ?  

A. No more than t h i s  guy h e r e .  

Q; This  one r i g h t  h e r e  i n  t h e  p i c t u r e ?  

A. Yeah. I mean I d o n ' t  t h i n k  he  was t a l k i n g  t o  him, 
b u t  he  was t h e r e .  

Q. The man i n  P-215? 

A. , Yeah, I remember him. 

Q. W e l l ,  you d i d n ' t  see them i n t e r r o g a t e  anybody? 

A. No. No, I d i d n ' t  pay no a t t e n t i o n .  

Q Did you see any a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  o r  mor ta r  f i r e  com-
i n g  i n  t h a t  day b e f o r e  dark ,  o r  r i g h t  a f t e r  dark? I t  would 
have been f r i e n d l y  a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  and mortar  f i r e ,  marking 
rounds. 
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A- W e l l ,  l i k e  i n  t h e  evening, they  always a d j u s t  for 
anything, i n  case anything happened. So they  probably did. 
It would have been a l l  t h e  same t o  me. 

Q- Did you see .a woman brought i n  t h e r e  wi th  h e r  l e g  
a l l  r ipped open? 

A. No, I d i d n ' t .  

Q.  We've g o t  a  p r e t t y  good account o f  what happened 
t h a t  n i g h t  as f a r  as t h e  mortar a t t a c k  goes, wi th  t h e  excep-
t i o n  t h a t  w e  understand t h a t  about 2 hours o r  3 hours a f t e r  
t h a t  first mortar  a t t a c k  which k i l l e d  MILUS, t h e r e  was another  
mortar round t h a t  came i n  e a r l y  t h a t  morning, before  sunup; 
Do you remember t h a t  mortar  round coming i n ?  

A. No, I donm.t .  Pardon me. Yeah, because Captain 
MICHLES and them ran down. I remember t h a t .  That was i n  
t h e  morning. 

Q- W a s  i t  day l igh t?  

A. I th ink  it was d a y l i g h t  because I looked around 
and seen Captain MICHLES running down i n  t h i s  d i t c h .  I think 
it could have been day l igh t .  I be l i eve  it w a s  day l igh t .  

9. What was he running i n  t h e  ditch for? D o  you mean 
t o  g e t  i n t o  cover? 

A. Yeah. 

Q - Wasn't your defens ive  p o s i t i o n  t h a t  n i g h t  down on 
t h e  beach? 

A. Yeah, but  we were r i g h t  on t h e  beach. I t  wasn ' t  
t h e  beach i t s e l f ,  but  we had our  backs t o  t h e  beach. 

Q. It was p r e t t y  hard d igging  i n  t h a t  sand, wasn ' t  
i t ?  

A. It  i s  because it go t  a l l  those twigs and everyth ing  
i n  t h e r e ,  and t h e  l i t t l e  b i t t y  hole I made. 

Q - That r e p o r t  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h e  mortar round came 
i n  a t  4 : 4 0 .  

A. I n  t h e  morning? 
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Q- T h a t ' s  what t h e  l o g  says .  

A. That was a t  4 : 4 0 .  That was dur ing  t h e  same time 
as  t h e  a s s a u l t  on us ,  wasn ' t  i t ?  

Q- No. The f i r s t  a t t a c k  was repor ted  a t  1:30. See,  
t h a t  p u t s  i t  almost 3 hours a f t e r  t h e  f i r s t  a t t a c k .  

A. Well, t h a t  p lane  s t ayed  up t h e r e  all n i g h t .  

Q* I f  t h e  l o g  i s  c o r r e c t ,  i t  was s t i l l  up t h e r e  when 
t h a t  l a s t  round was f i r e d .  

A. Well, I know--I remember a round coming i n  and go- 
i n g  o f f .  When t h e  round came i n ,  Captain MICHLES ran down 
behind t h i s  d i t c h  t h i n g  over  t h e r e .  Only it c o u l d n ' t  have 
been t h e  same day. 

Q- Did you s e e  t h e  ARVN's s t i l l  t h e r e  o r  any Viet-  
namese i n t e r p r e t e r s  s t i l l  t h e r e  i n  t h e  morning? 

A.  No, I d o n ' t  be l i eve  so .  Because I th ink  as  soon 
as  t h e  l i g h t  broke I was i n  t h e  p a r t y  searching  i n  t h e  d i r e c -  
t i o n  t h a t  we go t  mortared from. 

Q- Did you go out  looking f o r  t h e  mortar p o s i t i o n ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  I was i n  t h a t  p a r t y .  

Q. Did you f i n d  i t ?  

A. No. The only t h i n g  I seen ,  I seen jungle boot 
p r i n t s ,  f r e s h ,  i n  t h e  ground. We found them. But a s  f a r  
a s  a  mortar p o s i t i o n ,  I don' t remember. 

Q e  
 How f a r  do you th ink  t h e  mortar  p o s i t i o n  was from 
t h e  n i g h t  defens ive  p o s i t i o n ?  

A. Well, I d o n ' t  know. I t  had t o  be p r e t t y  f a r  be- 
cause sometimes you can h e a r  when they drop them i n  t h e  tube.  
I d i d ' t  hea r  anybody t h a t  s a i d  he heard any mortars  dropping 
i n  t h e  tube.  

LTC NOLL: I ' d  l i k e  t o  go back t o  t h e  f i r s t  day. You s a i d  
something about s e c u r i t y  of mortars i n  t h e  e a r l y  p a r t  of t h e  
combat a s s a u l t .  Do you r e c a l l  i f  those  mortars were eve r  
f i r e d ?  
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A. No, I d o n ' t  t h i n k  s o ,  because by t h e  t i m e  t hey  
set  up we moved o u t  and moved up again o r  something. 

Q. Did your p la toon sea rch  one v i l l a g e  t h e  f i r s t  
day? 

A. Yeah, w e  d i d  move up, and I guess w e  d i d  search  
a v i l l a g e  . 
Q - Where d i d  t h e  p r i s o n e r  come from, a l l  t h e  de ta in -  
e e s  t h a t  you had? 

A. W e l l ,  when I moved up myself ,  when I moved up, 
t h e s e  people were a l ready t h e r e ,  and they d i d n ' t  know where 
they were going. So, t h e  b e s t  t h i n g  I can do, I t o l d  them-- 
I t r i e d  t o  g e t  them a l l  together .  And by t h a t  t ime,  somebody 
s a i d  something e l s e  and I had t o  move--let's s e e ,  I e i t h e r  
moved up o r  I moved back. I d i d n ' t  s e e  t h e  people no more. 

Q .  Do you r e c a l l  anywhere i n  t h e  company t h a t  day a 
body count submit ted by t h e  1st  Platoon? 

A. No, I d o n ' t .  

Q. The second day, do you r e c a l l  t h e  2d  Platoon en-
gaging any VC? This  would n o t  have occurred a t  your p o s i t i o n .  

A. I probably would have heard about i t  from t h e  guys 
coming i n ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  remember. 

Q. L e t ' s  go through t h e  sequence toge the r  on t h e  
t h i r d  day. You gathered t h e  people up and you brought 
them back i n  t h e  company CP a r e a  f o r  a MEDCAP. Once t h e  peo- 
p l e  were t h e r e ,  what d i d  your platoon do? 

A. We went back up t o  t h e  same a rea ,  halfway up t h e r e ,  
and then  we had chow and everyth ing ,  whatever it was. The 
r e s t  of t h e  day we might have went back over  t h e r e  walking 
and looking. I d o n ' t  know. 

Q. Did you search  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  Did you search  t h e  
area?  

A. Yeah, 3d Platoon,  we had search  teams and a l l  t h a t  
s t u f f .  And a t  t h a t  t ime,  I was j u s t  i n  t h e  midst of moving 
t h e  people ou t .  
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Q- Yes. The people got  up t h e r e ,  and once they were 
up t h e r e  they went through t h i s  MEDCAP l i n e .  What d i d  you do? 
What time d i d  you g e t  up the re?  You d i d n ' t  spend a l l  your day 
with t h e  people,  d i d  you? 

A. It was h o t  i n  t h e  af te rnoon,  I know t h a t .  

COL WILSON: Do you remember any de ta inees  o r  p r i s o n e r s  being 
flown o u t  of t h e r e  when B Company was e x t r a c t e d ,  going back 
t o  t h e  f i r e  base? 

A. I d o n ' t  know. They might have flown some out .  
d o n ' t  know. They d e f i n i t e l y  had a whole l o t  of  people o u t  
the re .  

Q* Do you have any knowledge of  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o r  
inqu i ry  being made a s  t o  t h e  combat a s s a u l t  while  you were 
s t i l l  i n  Vietnam? 

A. Oh, no. I t  was j u s t  a r e g u l a r  opera t ion  a s  - f a r  
a s  I was concerned. 

Q* Were you o r  anyone you know e v e r  quest ioned on 
t h i s  opera t ion?  

A. No. 

Q. Did you have a camera? 

A. No. I wish I d id .  I d i d n ' t  have one. 

Q- Did anybody t h a t  you know o u t  t h e r e  dur ing  t h i s  
3-day pe r iod  have a camera? 

A.  SCHINDLER, he keeps a camera i n  h i s  ammo pouch. 
He always took p i c t u r e s .  I know SCHINDLER. 

Q- SCHINDLER? 

A. SCHINDLER, r i g h t .  I d o n ' t  know i f  h e  took it t h a t  
day, b u t  he keeps a camera. 

RCDR : David R. SCHINDLER. 

COL WILSON: David SCHINDLER? 
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A. Yeah, I cal l  him SCHINDLER. I d i d n ' t  know his 
f i r s t  name. 

a- What squad w a s  SCHINDLER i n ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know what SCHINDLER's job w a s .  H e  w a s  i n  
the 3d Pla toon .  

Q. Did you have,  by any chance, a d i a r y ,  o r  any th ing
t h a t  you k e p t  r e c o r d s  on? 

A. N o .  

Q. A t a p e  r eco rd ing?  

A.  No.  

Q. D i d  you e v e r  h e a r  any rumors that c i v i l i a n s  w e r e  
unneces sa r i l y  k i l l e d  by C/1/20 o r  B/4/3? 

A. No, I d i d n ' t .  

Q. W e r e  you e v e r  t o l d  n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  p o s s i b l e  unneces-
sary k i l l i n g ?  

A. N o .  

Q- D o  yon have knowledge o f  U.S. o r  ARVN pe r sonne l  
t o r t u r i n g  VC s u s p e c t s  o r  p r i s o n e r s  on t h i s  ope ra t ion?  

A. No, I d o n ' t .  

Q Do you know i f  t h e r e  was any problem w i t h  mar i juana  
i n  t h e  t h e  company? 

A.  W e l l ,  I know t h a t  some guys were on t h i s .  I t h i n k  
t h e  CO knew who they  were, because I know when w e  come o u t  o f  
t h e  f i e l d ,  t hey  were always on d e t a i l .  

Q .  How many was t h a t ?  

A. A few guys,  l i k e  MILUS h i m s e l f ,  h e  used to - -he7s  a--

a. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  MILUS? 

A. Yeah, h e  used t o  smoke t h e  s t u f f  over  t h e r e .  
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Q. Anybody e l s e ?  

A. Yeah, I guess q u i t e  a few guys. Even myself ,  every  
once i n  a  whi le .  

0- yes,^ b u t  what about on ope ra t ions?  

A. Oh, no,  I never  d i d  smoke it i n  t h e  f i e l d .  I re-
member some guys o u t  t h e r e  on OP were o u t  t h e r e  smoking and 
j i v i n g  around, and they  got  h i t .  

Q *  Did anybody e l s e  e v e r  smoke it on o p e r a t i o n s  t h a t  
you know? 

A. . No. A f t e r  t h a t ,  them guys p r e t t y  w e l l  watched it. 

Q e  
 Was t h e r e  any problem g e t t i n g  mari juana o r  was i t  
p r e t t y  easy  t o  g e t ?  

A. W e l l ,  l i k e  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e s ,  you know, you could  
g e t  it i n  t h e  v i l l a g e s  t h e  same way you could  g e t  b e e r  and 
s t u f f  l i k e  t h a t .  

Q - You say  Captain MICHLES k e p t  t h e s e  guys on d e t a i l ?  

A. Yeah, w e l l ,  l i k e ,  I n o t i c e d ,  and it  was obvious that 
t h e s e  guys w e r e  smoking when w e  f i r s t  g o t  ove r  t h e r e .  

Q- And h e  p u t  them on d e t a i l . ?  

A. Yeah, and d i f f e r e n t  t h i n g s  l i k e  t h a t .  I ' m  n o t  
s u r e ,  b u t  somebody might have g o t  an A r t i c l e  15 o r  something 
l i k e  t h a t .  

Q. M r .  PARKER, do you have any f u r t h e r  s t a t emen t s  o r  
any f u r t h e r  tes t imony t h a t  might a s s i s t  us i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a -  
t i o n ?  

A. No, I d o n ' t ,  I'm. s o r r y .  

Q- W e l l ,  I ' d  l i k e  t o  r e q u e s t  t h a t  you n o t  d i s c u s s  your  
test imony i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  wi th  anybody, i n c l u d i n g  o t h e r  
w i t n e s s e s ,  except  a s  you may be r e q u i r e d  t o  do s o  be fo re  a  com- 
p e t e n t  j u d i c i a l  o r  l e g i s l a t i v e  body. W e  c au t ion  you n o t  t o  
d i s c u s s  it wi th  t h e  p r e s s  o r  t h e  p u b l i c  o r  anybody t h a t  may be 
coming i n  h e r e  a s  a  wi tness .  
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A. All r i g h t .  

COL WILSON: The hear ing  will recess. 

(The hear ing  recessed  a t  1415 hours,  5 February 
1970.) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: WHITTAKER, Brice E. 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 7 February 1 9 7 0  

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 1 6  MARCH 1968: Squad Leader,  F i r s t  
Squad, Thi rd  P la toon ,  B/4/3. 

1. PRIOR TRAINING I N  THE RULES OF LAND WARFARE. 

M r .  WHITTAKER who jo ined  t h e  11 th  I n f a n t r y  Brigade 
i n  Hawaii never r ece ived  any t r a i n i n g  r ega rd ing  l e g a l  ve r sus  
i l l e g a l  o r d e r s  (pg. 2 ) .  He had never seen  the !JL~CV 
cards, "Nine Rules"  and "The Enemy i n  Your HandsN (pg.  3 ) .  

2 .  PREOPERATIONAL PLANS AND BRIEFINGS. 

Sergeant  MCCLOUD b r i e f e d  t h e  t h i r d  p l a toon  squad 
l e a d e r s  on 1 5  March f o r  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  on t h e  16 th .  They 
were t o l d  t h a t  t h i s  would be  a s e a r c h  and d e s t r o y  mission 
i n t o  P i n k v i l l e .  Regarding the enemy s i t u a t i o n  they  were 
t o l d  t h a t  t h e  a r e a  was h e a v i l y  mined and booby t r apped ,  
and t h a t  "Char l i e "  would be  t h e r e  (pg.  3 ) .  MCCLOUD t o l d  
them t o  b r i n g  matches f o r  burn ing  hootches (pgs.  3 ,  4 )  . 
The populace w a s  t o  be  ga the red  and taken  t o  t h e  company 
CP (pg. 4 ) .  No mention was made r ega rd ing  t h e  d i s p o s i t i o n  
of food s t o c k s  (pg.  5 ) .  They were n o t  t o l d  t o  k i l l  t h e  
l i v e s t o c k  (pg. 5) . WHITTAKER i n  t u r n  b r i e f e d  h i s  squad 
r e g a r d i n g  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  (pg. 4 )  . H i s  squad was t o  combat 
a s s a u l t  on t h e  second l i f t  (pg. 7 ) .  
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3 .  B/4/3 COMBAT OPERATIONS, 16-19 MARCH 1968. 

a. A c t i v i t i e s  on 16 March. 

The doorgunners w e r e  n o t  f i r i n g  nor d i d  anyone i n  
WHITTAKER'S squad f i r e  a s  t h e  second l i f t  w a s  combat 
a s s a u l t e d  i n t o  the LZ (pgs. 7, 8 ) .  Lieutenant  COCHRAN 
was k i l l e d  about  15 minutes a f t e r  t h e i r  i n s e r t i o n  (pg. 8 ) .  
COCHRAN was on a t r a i l  when h e  was k i l l e d  (pg. 9 ) .  S h o r t l y  
t h e r e a f t e r ,  a h e l i c o p t e r  dropped a smoke grenade i n  a 
v i l l a g e .  The wi tness  took h i s  squad i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  where 
they ga thered  t h e  people who were c h i e f l y  women, c h i l d r e n ,  
and o l d  men and took them t o  t h e  p la toon CP (pgs. 10, 11). 
The v i l l a g e  w a s  burned (pg. 31) .  H e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  h i s  
squad rece iv ing  any f i r e  on 16 March (pg. 1 2 ) .  They joined 
C/1/20 and laagered  toge the r  (pg. 1 2 ) .  H e  thought t h a t  
t h e  numerous i n t e r p r e t e r s  were wi th  B/4/3 (pg. 1 2 ) .  
WHITTAKER saw some of t h e  de ta inees  i n t e r r o g a t e d  on 16 March. 
However, he  n e i t h e r  saw nor  heard of any PW being  t o r t u r e d  
o r  s h o t  (pgs. 15,  1 6 ) .  H e  heard no f i r i n g  i n s i d e  t h e i r  
per imeter  t h a t  n i g h t  (pg. 1 6 )  . He d i d  n o t  hea r  any of 
C / 1 / 2 O 1 s  t roops  d i s c u s s  t h e  k i l l i n g  of noncombatants (pg.16). 
He knew l i t t l e  about t h e  f i r s t  p l a t o o n ' s  r e p o r t s  - -
of k i l l s  t h a t  day (pg. 17) . 

b. A c t i v i t i e s  on 17 March. 

On 17 March B/4/3 moved towards a b r i d g e  which 
they were t o  c r o s s  and l i n k  up w'ith t h e  f i r s t  p la toon 
(pg. 18) . The p o i n t  preceded WHITTAKER'S squad (pg. 18) . 
He heard t h e  mine explosion t h a t  wounded TAYLOR. However, 
he was too  f a r  back t o  s e e  it (pg. 1 8 ) .  Af te r  TAYLOR 
was wounded, t h e  f i r s t  squad rece ived  s n i p e r  f i r e .  WINSTON 
was on t h e  br idge .  He went over t h e  br idge  and hung on 
when t h e  f i r e  came i n  (pgs.  2 4 ,  2 5 ) .  Gunships came on 
s t a t i o n  and s t r a f e d  t h e  a r e a  from which t h e  s n i p e r  f i r e  
came (pgs. 19, 20) .  The gunships made s e v e r a l  gunruns 
(pg. 20) .  A mine sweeper team went forward and marked 
t h e  mines on t h e  approaches t o  t h e  br idge  (pg. 2 2 )  . The 
f i r s t  squad crossed the br idge  i n d i v i d u a l l y .  I t  took about 
30 minutes (pg. 2 1 ) .  H i s  squad remained a t  t h e  b r idge  whi le  
t h e  r e s t  of t h e  company went south (pg. 25) .  He r e c a l l e d  
seeing only one body a f t e r  c ross ing  t h e  br idge .  I t  was a 
woman up on a h i l l ,  and she had been dead f o r  q u i t e  some 
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time (pgs. 25-27). He d i d  n o t  s e e  any f r e s h  graves (pgs. 26, 
2 7 ) .  WHITTAKER had no explanat ion  f o r  t h e  38 enemy k i l l s  
repor ted  by t h e  f i r s t  p la toon and he heard no rumors 
regarding  t h e  f i r s t  p la toon (pg. 27) . He d i d  no t  g e t  a 
chance t o  t a l k  wi th  anyone from t h a t  p la toon because 
Captain MICHLES was s o  e x c i t e d  over  t h e  photographer 's  
presence and wi th  t h e  assignment of missions w i t h i n  
t h e  company (pg. 2 7 ) .  He personal ly  saw a  photographer 
ca r ry ing  cameras and a .45. He wore s t a rched  f a t i g u e s  and a 
b a s e b a l l  cap (pgs.  2 9 ,  30) . He flew i n  along wi th  
Lieutenants  LEWIS and MUNDY (pg. 30) . The v i l l a g e  near 
t h e  b r idge  had been l eve led  (pg. 28) .  L a t e r ,  t h e  mortar 
p la toon joined A/3/1 and h i s  squad remained a t  t h e  br idge  
(pgs. 28, 29) .  

c. A c t i v i t i e s  on 18-19 March. 

WHITTAKER'S squad r e j o i n e d  B/4/3 and moved nor th  
where they p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  ga the r ing  up Vietnamese along 
t h e  beach f o r  a MEDCAP (pgs. 32, 33) . That n i g h t  they had 
t h r e e  de ta inees  i n  t h e i r  l aager  p o s i t i o n  (pg. 34)  . He d i d  
n o t  s e e  them i n t e r r o g a t e d  (pg. 3 4 ) .  He r e c a l l e d  t h e  mortar 
a t t a c k  t h a t  n i g h t  which k i l l e d  MILUS. They a l s o  rece ived  
automatic smal.1 arms f i r e  (pgs. 35, 36) . H e  r e c a l l e d  t h e  
dus tof f  h e l i c o p t e r ,  gunships,  and "Spooky" which came i n  
a f t e r  t h e  mortar  a t t a c k  (pgs.  36, 3 7 ) .  On t h e  morning of 
1 9  March he saw one of t h e  de ta inees  s t r u c k  i n  t h e  presence 
of Lieutenant  Colonel BARKER and MICHLES (pg. 3 8 ) .  

4.  KNOWLEDGE OF REPORTS AND INVESTIGATIONS. 

The wi tness  had no knowledge of t h i s  opera t ion  being 
i n v e s t i g a t e d  (pg. 3 8 ) .  He heard rumors t h a t  perhaps 
two c i v i l i a n s  were k i l l e d  on t h e  opera t ion  (pg. 3 9 ) .  He 
w a s  never t o l d  n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  p o s s i b l e  unnecessary k i l l i n g  
on t h i s  opera t ion  (pg. 40) .  

5. OTHER INFORMATION. 

a .  The wi tness  r e c a l l e d  t h a t  ~ / 4 / 3  stopped burning 
on 18 March, b u t  he could n o t  remember any o rde r  given t o  
s t o p  t h e  burning (pg. 39) . 

b.  He never saw o r  k a r d  of marijuana being smoked 
on opera t ions .  It was n o t  a problem i n  ~ / 4 / 3  (pg. 4 0 ) .  . w  
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EXHIBITS 
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(The hea r ing  reconvened a t  1530 hours ,  7 February 
1970 .) 

COL WILSON: The hear ing  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR : The fol lowing named persons a r e  p resen t :  COL 
WILSON and MAJ THOMAS. 

The next  wi tness  is M r .  Bric,e E .  WHITTAKER. 

(MR WHITTAKER was c a l l e d  as  a wi tness ,  was sworn, 
and t e s t i f i e d  as  follows :) 

Please  s t a t e  your f u l l  name, occupat ion,  and 
residence. 

A .  Brice  Eugene WHITTAKER, 1625 E the l  S t r e e t ,  D e t r o i t ,  
Michigan, and my occupation i s  automatic screw machine opera- 
t o r .  

COL WILSON: M r .  WHITTAKER, you had a chance t o  read t h e  
l i t t l e  information s h e e t  t h a t  w e  gave you, Exh ib i t  M-81. I 
want t o  make s u r e  you understand t h a t  t h i s  i s  j u s t  an i n t e r -
view team, and we don: t determine f ind ings  o r  recommendations 
o r  conclusions o r  anything. That ,  General PEERS does. We 
a r e ,  i n  t h i s  team, p r imar i ly  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  opera t ions  of 
B/4 /3 ,  both a i r  and ground, t h a t  took p lace  dur ing  t h e  per iod  
16 ,  1 7 ,  18 19 March. So t h a t  we ' r e  s u r e  we ' re  t a l k i n g  on t h e  
same time frame, I want t o  de f ine  t h a t  per iod  by t h e  d a t e  
t h a t  Lieutenant  COCHRAN was k i l l e d ,  which was t h e  f i r s t  day 
of t h e  o p e r a t i o n ,  and t h e  day MILUS was k i l l e d ,  which was t h e  
l a s t  day of t h e  opera t ion .  T h a t ' s  t h e  opera t ion .  

A .  I remember very w e l l .  I t h i n k  my squad was t h e  
l a s t  one t o  l e a v e ,  t o  g e t  a i r  l i f t e d  o u t  of t h i s  CP group. 

Q Now, your assignment i n  B/4/3 on 1 6  March was 
what?-

A .  My understanding i s  t h a t  i t  was t o  sea rch  and 
des t roy .  
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Q- No, l e t  m e  review t h e  sequence. What w e ' r e  going 
t o  t r y  t o  do on t h e  ques t ioning  procedure is t o  fol low a 
chronologica l  sequence. Now, t h e r e ' l l  be about t h r e e  groups 
of ques t ions .  The f i r s t  ques t ions  w i l l  be concerned wi th  what 
your assignment was and what your duty  p o s i t i o n  w a s .  Then 
w e ' l l  be concerned wi th  a  couple of  ques t ions  on t r a i n i n g  
that you may have rece ived .  Next would be the b r i e f i n g  or 
the i n s t r u c t i o n  o r  t h e  o rde r s  t h a t  were rece ived  a t  f i r e  
base Uptight p r i o r  t o  going i n t o  t h e  opera t ion .  The next  
group of ques t ions  w i l l  be concerned with t h e  4-day opera-
t ion .  Now, w e  t r y  t o  s e p a r a t e  t h e  opera t ion  from t h e  in-
s t r u c t i o n s  rece ived  before ,  because we  'd  l i k e  t o  know what 
was intended t o  happen and then  what happened. Then t h e  l as t  
ones w i l l  be a few wrap-up ques t ions ,  genera l  ques t ions .  Now 
t h i s  ques t ion  t h a t  I ask now is ,  what was your duty assign-
ment i n  B/4/3 on t h e  16 th  of March? Were you a squad l e a d e r  
cr a s s i s t a n t  squad l e a d e r ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. I w a s  a squad l eader .  

Q. O f  which squad? 

A. F i r s t  squad. 

Q 3d Platoon,  r i g h t ?  

A. That 's r i g h t .  

Q And who was your p la toon l eader  a t  t h a t  time? 

A. Lieutenant  CARTER. Yeah, Lieutenant  CARTER. 

Q. - Well, now, l e t ' s  f i x  t h i s  now, because we b e l i e v e  
t h a t  Lieutenant  CARTER was i n  t h e  h o s p i t a l  during t h i s  pe r iod ,  

A. I know he went t o  t h e  h o s p i t a l ,  bu t  I c a n ' t  t h i n k  
of r i g h t  offhand, o f f  my cap. 

Q Were you given any t r a i n i n g  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  t h e  
l e g a l i t y  of o rde r s ;  l e g a l  versus i l l e g a l  o rde r s?  

A. No. 
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Q- Were you wi th  t h e  11th  Brigade i n  Hawaii? 

A .  That ' s  r i g h t .  

Q. So you went over with them? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Exhib i t  M-2 is  a copy of a MACV card  e n t i t l e d  
"Nine Rules." Have you e v e r  seen  t h a t  card?  

A .  N o ,  I haven ' t .  

Q Exhib i t  M-3 i s  e n t i t l e d  "The Enemy i n  Your Hands." 
Have you ever  seen  t h a t  card? 

A. No, I haven ' t .  

Q A 1 1  r i g h t .  I ' v e  go t  t o  t a k e  you back now t o  15 
March 1968. You're a t  f i r e  base Uptight.  There ' s  going t o  
be an opera t ion  t h e  next  morning. I want you t o  t e l l  me 
everyth ing  you can r e c a l l  about t h e  information t h a t  you 
received on t h a t  opera t ion .  Who gave i t  t o  you? 

A. Well, s ee ing  how Lieutenant CARTER was i n  t h e  
h o s p i t a l  a t  t h i s  t ime,  I r e a l l y  can ' t - - I  f o r g e t  who e x a c t l y  
gave us t h a t  information.  Anyway, t h e  -next  day we were t o l d  
we were going on an opera t ion ,  a search  and des t roy  opera t ion ,  
through PinkvilLe. It was a search  and d e s t r o y ,  and t o  g e t  
matches and everyone c lean  t h e i r  r i f l e s  and g e t  ammunition 
and everything.  I f  you needed any k ind  of equipment t o  w r i t e  
it down and g ive  i t  t o  t h e  squad l e a d e r ,  because t h e  squad 
l e a d e r  would t u r n  them i n  and would have t h e  equipment brought 
i n  on t h e  resupply.  That was j u s t  about i t ,  you know, they 
g ive  you a genera l  b r i e f i n g  t e l l i n g  you it 's a dangerous area  
where we ' r e  going. I t ' s  heav i ly  mined and booby t rapped,  and 
t h a t  Char l i e  is  d e f i n i t e l y  over  t h e r e ,  h e ' s  t h e r e .  

Who t o l d  you t h i s ?  

A. Next i n  t h e  chain of command, Sergeant  WILLIAMS 
was k i l l e d  be fo re  then ,  I t h i n k  i t  was HOMER. 
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Q How about MCCLOUD? 

A. Sergeant  MCCLOUD, t h a t ' s  r i g h t .  

Q. Now, d i d  you b r i e f  your squad a f t e r  you rece ived  
a b r i e f i n g ?  Did you t e l l  your people what t o  do, what was 
going t o  happen? 

A. Yes, I d id .  

Q You s a i d  matches? 

A.  Yes. 

Q That was f o r  what? 

A. For burning t h e  s t r aw o r  hay t h a t  they  have on 
t h e  hootches . 
Q Now, was anything d iscussed  about . the d e s t r u c t i o n  
of t h e  v i l l a g e s ,  burning t h e  hootches,  and s o  f o r t h ?  

A .  Anything d iscussed  l i k e  t h e  way t o  do it or--

Q - ( In te rpos ing)  Yes. 

A. No, t h e r e  was no sequence. Nobody was t o l d  how 
they would be moved. They were j u s t  t o l d  t o  c l ean  o u t  a l l  
t h e  people and burn t h e  hootches down, t ake  a l l  t h e  people 
o u t ,  ga ther  them up, and t ake  them over  t o  t h e  CP. 

& Okay. And you were supposed t o  t ake  t h e  people 
back' t o  t h e  p la toon CP? 

A. The company CP.  

Q Company CP.  Do you send them back t o  t h e  p la toon 
f i r s t ,  o r  do you send them back t o  t h e  company f i r s t ?  

A. The platoon f i r s t ,  and the  p la toon ass igns  some-
body t o  t ake  them t o  t h e  company. 
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Q How about t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  of food s tock?  

A.  What you mean like--

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  Like r i c e .  

A.  Nobody t o l d  us what t o  do wi th  it. 

Q. J u s t  normal procedures? 

A.  Yes. 

Which is ,  i f  you f i n d  it i n  l a r g e  amounts, what? 

A. To t e l l  someone, and I guess t h e y ' l l  have it 
bagged up and s e n t  ou t .  

Q But if you f i n d  j u s t  normal amounts of  food i n  
t h e r e ,  is  t h i s  normally s e n t  o u t  t h e r e ?  

A.  No, we l e f t  it--

Q - ( In te rpos ing)  J u s t  leave  it alone--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  And most of  t h e  t ime they  have l i k e  
a  vase ,  I c a l l  it a vase ,  with r i c e  i n  it--

Q . ( In te rpos ing)  J u s t  l e f t  it alone? 

A. J u s t  l e f t  it a lone ,  d i d n ' t  bo the r  it. 

What about t h e  d i s p o s i t i o n  of l i v e s t o c k ?  

A. No, wi th  t h e  cows and p i g s  and chickens running 
around. 

Q You d i d n ' t  have any i d e a  t h a t  t h e  sea rch  and 
des t roy  opera t ion  meant t o  k i l l  t h e  l i v e s t o c k ?  

A. No, I d i d n ' t .  

&- Did any of your people have t h a t  idea?  

A .  A s  f a r  a s  I know, they  d i d n ' t .  They d i d n ' t  do it .  
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Q. W e l l ,  you've a l ready s a i d  you usua l ly  round up 
t h e  people and pass them back t o  t h e  company CP. And you 
s a i d ,  I think, t h a t  you w e r e  b r i e f e d  t h a t  this w a s  VC-
con t ro l l ed  a r e a  and tha-t it was heavi ly  mined. 

A.  That 's r i g h t .  

Q Did you have any i d e a  what s i z e  VC u n i t  was i n  
t h i s  a rea?  

A. I had heard d i f f e r e n t  rumors from d i f f e r e n t  pe.o-
ple--you know how you g e t  rumors, and they were one time a 
b a t t a l i o n ,  and then again it was a regiment--so I really 
d i d n ' t  know how many w e r e  going t o  be there .  

Q Do you know what t h e  o t h e r  platoons of B Company 
were supposed t o  do? 

A. No, I don ' t .  A l l  I know was the 1st Platoon w a s  
CA'd across t he  r i v e r ,  and t h e  rest of t h e  company would be 
i n  t h e  r i c e  paddies. 

Q You d id  know t h a t  t he r e  was a s epa ra t e  mission 
f o r  t h e  1st Platoon, then? 

A.  Yes. 

Q Okay, now, you knew t h i s  a t  t h e  b r i e f i n g ?  

A. Right. 

Q" . This wasn't  something you learned l a t e r ?  

A .  No, t h i s  was something t h a t  I learned--we had--
you know, the  C A ' s  make t he  combat assaul t--

Q . ( In terpos ing)  You d i d n ' t  know it before  then? 

A. No, I d i d n ' t .  

Q Well, do you know i f  you were supposed t o  be i n  
the  f i r s t  o r  second l i f t ?  There was two l i f t s  t h a t  went 
i n  t he r e  t h a t  day. 
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A. We went out  t h e r e  on t h e  second l i f t .  

Q Second? 

A. Y e s .  

Q 9 A l l  r i g h t .  I ' m  going t o  g i v e  you a rundown on 
what t h e  concept was and what happened. Then w e ' l l  go day 
by day through t h e  opera t ion  t o  s e e  where you can f i l l  i n  
informat ion ,  a l l  r i g h t ?  This i s  a 1 t o  25,000 map (Exhibi t  
MAP-4) . You probably used a 1 t o  50,000 map. Maybe you've 
seen  t h i s ?  

A. .+ I ' v e  seen  it. 

Q Okay, t h i s  is Highway 1, and Quang Ngai City i s  
down he re .  On t h e  16th of March, B Company's f i r s t  touch-
down was 0815. Second touchdown was 0 827. A t  0845, Lieu-
t e n a n t  COCHRAN t r i p p e d  a booby t r a p  o r  a mine. That ' s  p re t -
t y  c l o s e  t iming i n  the re .  I n  o t h e r  words, from t h e  t ime t h e  
f i r s t  l i f t  touched down u n t i l  h e  t r i p p e d  t h a t  mine is 30 
minutes,  i f  t h e  l o g  is  c o r r e c t .  Now, do you r e c a l l  when you 
went i n  i f  t h e r e  was any f i r i n g  going on? 

A. No, t h e r e  was no f i r i n g  going on. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  i f  your doorgunners were f i r i n g ?  

A. No, t h e  doorgunners were n o t .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  i f  anybody g o t  o f f  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  
f i r i n g ?  

A. Not i n  my squad o r  on my l i f t .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  whether t h e  personnel  were a l ready 
on the  ground secur ing  the LZ when you g o t  t h e r e ?  

A .  There were personnel  a l ready on--

Q ( In te rpos ing)  So you were on t h e  second l i f t .  
You're reasonably s u r e  of t h a t ?  
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A. I . 'm p r e t t y  s u r e  I w a s ,  sir. 

Q. Okay. Then you were t o  touch down sometime 
around 0 825 o r  0830. Now, I don 't know what the 2d Platoon 
was doing,  b u t  d i d  you see Lieutenant  COCHRAN when h e  w a s  
wounded? . 

A. W e l l ,  s e e ,  t h e  way it w a s ,  we  w e r e  a l l  still;  we  
had moved o f f  t h e  r i c e  paddy, o f f  t h e  LZ. W e  had moved up. 
I remember I had my squad s t r e t c h e d  o u t  i n  the l i t t l e  g r a s s  
there. Lieutenant  COCHRAN and those  t h a t  w e r e  on t h e  t r a i l  
w e r e  l i k e  i n  an angle i n  f r o n t  of  m e ,  l i k e  t h a t ,  you know. 
Like he was g e t t i n g  ready t o  move this squad o f f  t o  t h e  
v i l l a g e  o r  a l i t t l e  hamlet a r e a ,  l i t t l e  v i l l a g e  area, t o  
sea rch  i t ,  I d o n ' t  know. Anyway, t h a t ' s  when he h i t  t h e  
booby t r a p ,  'cause I remember looking over  t h e r e  and see ing  
t h e  smoke and everything.  About t h r e e  o r  f o u r  guys f e l l  
down along wi th  him. 

Q .  How long had you been on t h e  ground when t h i s  
happened? 

A.  I ' d  say- - i t ' s  ha rd  t o  say.  

Q Y e s ,  I know. T h a t ' s  t h e  reason I t r i e d  t o  f i x  
you a time over  here .  

A.  I:d say maybe iG o r  1 5  minutes. 

Q Had you moved your squad anywhere, o r  were you
i n  a s t a t i o n a r y  p o s i t i o n ?  

A .  We were s t a t i o n a r y .  

Just s i t t i n g  t h e r e ?  

A. Yeah. 

Q These two photographs, Exhib i t s  P-206 and P-207, 
were supposed t o  be taken  as  t h e  landing zone was approached 
from t h e  south.  You flew down and came back around. Do you 
recognize any of t h i s  t e r r a i n ?  

A .  I recognize t h a t  over t h e r e .  

Q You recognize t h a t  r i v e r ?  

(WHITTAKER) 8 

FOR O F F I C I A L  USE ONLY 

APP T-345 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

A .  Y e s .  

Q But I mean, t h e r e  a r e  a couple of rocke t  impacts 
on P-206 as  you can s e e ,  and t h e r e  a r e  a couple more on P-207. 
This supposedly i s  as  you came i n t o  t h e  landing  zone. Did 
t h e  landing  zone look anything l i k e  t h i s ?  

A .  Well,  t o  me it was a r i c e  paddy. I t  was an o l d  
dried-up r i c e  paddy, r i c e  f i e l d ,  t h a t ' s  what it was, and 
from t h e  a i r  it looked d i f f e r e n t ,  I c a n ' t  say .  But on t h e  
ground, I know it because of t h e s e  squares .  

Q Well, when COCHRAN was h i t ,  d i d  he have h i s  en-
t i r e  p la toon on t h e  moue? 

A. I guess they were assembled because everyone was--
l i k e  they had a p o i n t  team o u t  and then  t h e  C P ,  you know how 
they t r a v e l  with men. The p o i n t  team was on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  
of it when he g o t  h i t ,  l i k e  t r i p p e d  a mine o r  booby t r a p  o r  
whatever he s tepped on. He was l i k e ,  i n  back of t h e  p o i n t  
team, 'cause t h e  RTO got  h i s  f i n g e r  messed up. 

Q Well,  we b e l i e v e  your landing  zone (using MAP-4) , 
w a s  r i g h t  h e r e ,  the  graveyard r i g h t  i n  h e r e .  What we ' r e  
wondering about i s  whether Lieutenant  COCHRAN had crossed 
t h i s  t r a i l  o r  whether -he  was nor th  o r  south  o f  t h a t  t r a i l .  

A. I know he was on t h e  t r a i l .  

A .  , - Yes, when he stepped--

Q * ( In terpos ing)  He was on a t r a i l ?  

A .  Yes, he was on a t r a i l .  

Q 0 Was t h e  3d Platoon moving i n  a d i f f e r e n t  d i rec -
t i o n  from t h a t  taken by t h e  2d Platoon? 
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A. W e  weren 't moving, l i k e  I s a i d  before .  

Q Yes. 

A. W e  were on t h e  ground s t i l l .  

Q It I s  r i g h t  here?  

A. Y e s .  

Q After  COCHRAN was k i l l e d  what was t h e  pe r iod
be£o r e  your  platoon again moved? 

A. I f  I remember c o r r e c t l y ,  a h e l i c o p t e r  f lew over  
and threw a smoke grenade down i n  t h i s  v i l l a g e .  Then w e  
moved--it wasn ' t  400 o r  500 meters from where we were, where 
my squad was l y i n g  down. Only 500  mgters. We went over  
t h e r e .  Then they s e n t ,  l i k e  a l i t t l e  break i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  
t h a t  f a r ,  then about,  I ' d  say 11, maybe 11 more hootches.  
We were a ways from it, b u t  my squad went over  and g o t  t h e  
people and brought them back. 

Q. What's t h e  per iod  of time h e r e ,  do you th ink?  

Well, it depends on what you mean. The per iod  
t i n e  f r o n  my squad, I riisan rny pla tcon t o  go t o  t h e i r  
. l age l  o r  what? 

Q Yeah. 

A. I ' d  say about a h a l f  hour.  I t ' s  r e a l l y  hard  t o  
say again.  

& And you picked up some de ta inees  over  t h e r e ?  

A. We went t o  t h e  bunker, and t h e  people t h a t  were 
i n  t h e  bunker--they a l l  had l i t t l e  bunkers o u t s i d e  t h e i r  
hootches--were gathered up, mostly women and k i d s ,  o l d  men 
and o l d  women. 

Q What 'd  you do with them, t a k e  them wi th  you? 

A. No, we j u s t  brought them back over  t o  t h e  CP.  
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Q - Company? 

A. N o ,  w e  c a r r i d d  them t o  t h e  p la toon.  

Q Now, t h e r e  was a second booby t r a p  t r i p p e d  45 
minutes l a t e r ,  and t h i s  r e s u l t e d  i n  t h r e e  wounded. It  was 
t r i p p e d  i n  t h e  same a rea .  I dontt know t h e  e x a c t  d i s t a n c e  
a p a r t ,  bu t  t h i s  one was t r i p p e d  a t  0930. Can you remember 
t h a t ?  

Q Forty-f ive minutes a f t e r  Lieutenant  COCHRAN was 
k i l l e d ,  t h e  second mine went of f :  

A. No, I c a n ' t  remember t h a t .  

Q You d o n ' t  remember t h a t ?  

A.  No, I don' t th ink  I was even nea r  it. 

Q A t  t h a t  time t h e r e  may have been a change i n  
missions f o r  the 2d and 3d Platoons.  Do you r e c a l l  moving 
over  toward t h e  2d Platoon a t  t h a t  time? 

A. No, I d o n ' t .  

Q - W e l l ,  were you working independent of t h e  company?
Was t h e  3d Platoon working independent of  t h e  company, o r  d id  
it move back i n t o  where t h e  mortar  p la toon and--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  Well, we were working independent,  
because I can remember we weren' t with anyone. Our p la toon 
was now by i t s e l f ,  I th ink .  I d o n ' t  remember anybody e l s e  
from any o t h e r  p la toon.  

Q You remember g e t t i n g  any f i r e ,  small  arms f i r e ?  

A.  That day, I think--I d o n ' t  know. We were g e t t i n g  
some maybe from, I remember, a s n i p e r .  Was i t  t h a t  day? I 
remember t h e  next  day we was going ac ross  t h e  b r i d g e  and g o t  
sn ipered .  That was t h e  next  day. 

Q The day of  t h e  1 6 t h ,  t h e  day you conducted the  
combat a s s a u l t ,  you d o n ' t  remember g e t t i n g  any f i r e ?  
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A. Not a t  a l l .  

Q- W e l l ,  as you moved up toward t h e  area w h e r e  you
laagered  t h a t  n i g h t ,  d i d  anything happen? Did you round up 
any more people,  sea rch  any more v i l l a g e s  o r  anything? 

A. NO,  w e  broke e a r l y  t h a t  day, and j u s t  moved our-
s e l f  o u t ,  and I t h i n k  Char l i e  Company, I t h i n k  it was Char-
l i e  Company, anyway, another  company came down t h e  meadow 
and w e  laagered  i n  t h e  same area--

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  Char l i e  Company? 

A.  Yeah, and w e  had a l l  t h e  i n t e r p r e t e r s  w i t h  us.  
They d i d n ' t  l a a g e r  too  fa r  from us.  Anyway, we w e r e  laager-
i n g  o u t  i n  this o l d  v i l l a g e .  

Q. When you moved i n t o  t h i s  a rea ;  this is befo re  C 
Company came, d i d  you g e t  any i n t e r p r e t e r s  o r  M I  personnel  
i n  t h e r e  be fo re  you laagered  and joined up w i t h  C Company? 

A. They were a l ready t h e r e ,  I th ink .  I a m  p r e t t y  
s u r e  they were a l r eady ,  because I remember t h e  ARVN's .  To 
me when they had on t h e i r  l i t t l e  camouflage on ,  I c a l l  them 
a l l  A R V N ' s ,  you know. Like I s a i d ,  I thought they  were in -
t e r p r e t e r s .  I really d i d n ' t  know f o r  a f a c t  they  were in-
t e r p r e t e r s .  

Q They were t h e r e  a t  t h e  company CP? 

A. Yeah, they  were with t h e  company. 

Q. - What d i s t ance  was t h e  3d Platoon separa ted  from 
the  company CP t h a t  day? 

A. Quite a ways o f f .  I ' d  say maybe about 560 meters ,  
500 o r  600  meters.  

Q Did you h e a r  any r a d i o  communications t h a t  day,
t h a t  morning? 

A. No, not  except when he c a l l e d  i n  f o r  t h e  d u s t o f f .  
You know, when they c a l l e d  back and t o l d ,  o r  t h e  medic t o l d  
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Captain MICHLES t h a t  he was t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  on 
Roy, Lieutenant  COCHRAN, and t h e  medic t o l d  him he 's dead. 
He k e p t  bugging t h e  medic whi le  he  was t r y i n g  t o  work. The 
RTO was h u r t ,  t o o ,  because he had t h e  r a d i o  on, and t h e  
medic picked it up and s a i d ,  "He's dead, man, h e ' s  dead," 
you know, and t h a t ' s  about a l l .  

Q You d i d  h e a r  t h a t  conversa t ion?  

A.  Yeah. 

Q You d i d n ' t  hea r  another  dus to f f  c a l l e d  l a t e r  on? 

A. No, I d i d n ' t .  Because w e  had our  r a d i o s  on t h e  
company frequency . 
Q Did you h e a r  t h e  1s t .Platoon r e q u e s t  mortar  f i r e ?  

A. No, I d i d n ' t .  

Q A l l  right. You moved on up t h e r e  and C Company
joined you. Did you say t h e s e  ARVN's  were a l ready t h e r e ?  
They d idn '  t come i n  with C Company? 

A. Well, I d idn '  t s e e  t h e  C Company CP. I mean t h e r e  
was a patrolman who came through wi th  t h e  platoon.  The pla-
toon came through t h e  v i l l a g e  we were i n  a l r e a d y ,  and they 
were j u s t  sweeping on through, going on through thk f i e l d .  
When I go t  a chance t o  s e e  them we were a l ready t o  go i n t o  
our  l a a g e r  p o s i t i o n .  Tha t ' s  when I saw t h e  A R V N ' s .  

Q Exhib i t  P-18, do you recognize anything i n  t h a t  
photograph? 

A. Yeah, HUFFMAN, ye ah. 

Q Do you recognize any of t h e  Vietnamese i n  t h e r e ?  

A. No, I don ' t .  

8 Do you know i f  any of t h e s e  were t h e  ones you
picked up i n  t h a t  v i l l a g e ?  

A .  I c a n ' t  say.  I r e a l l y  d o n ' t  know. 
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Q Okay. Do you recognize t h i s  a rea?  

A .  Yeah, w e  laagered  r i g h t  around t h i s  v i l l a g e  he re .  

Q b The v i l l a g e  i n  t h e  background? 

A. Yeah. 

Q. This looks l i k e  a graveyard,  d o e s n ' t  i t ?  

A .  I know t h e r e ' s  a l i t t l e  v i l l a g e  t h e r e ,  you know, 
an o l d  abandoned v i l l a g e .  

Q And t h e  v i l l a g e  i n  t h e  background is t h e  one you 
a r e  t a l k i n g  about? What about P-19, do you recognize any-
t h i n g  i n  t h a t  photograph? 

A .  No. 

A. I know some of  t h e  guys, b u t  t h a t ' s  about a l l .  

Q 9 You d o n ' t  recognize t h e  a r e a ?  

A. No. 

Q P-21? 

A. No, not  a t  a l l .  

Q *  - P-22? 

A. No, I know, I know him. 

Q. Who's t h a t ?  

A. Tha t ' s  t h e  M I ,  l i e u t e n a n t ,  I th ink .  

Q. The man i n  t h e  c e n t e r  i s  t h e  M I  l i e u t e n a n t ?  

A. Yeah. 

Q • Lieutenant  JOHNSON? 
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A. Yeah. I ' v e  seen  him before .  

Q Did you see him t h i s  day? 

A. He was i n  o u r  company a l l  t h e  time. 

Q Do you recognize t h e  o l d  man? 

A.  No, I d o n ' t .  

Q Have you ever  seen  t h e s e  two Vietnamese s o l d i e r s  
i n  P-66? 

A. No. 

Q- Did you s e e  any i n t e r r o g a t i o n s  going on t h a t  day? 

A.  Well, I saw t h e  guys t a l k i n g  t o  t h e  people from a  
d i s t a n c e ,  b u t  I cou ldn ' t  hea r  noth ing ,  you know, s i t t i n g  
t h e r e  t o o  f a r  away. You s e e  a group of guys, and t h e y ' l l  be 
t a l k i n g  l i k e  our  i n t e r p r e t e r s ,  and they  g o t  people we cap-
tu red .  So I guess--I would say t h a t  they were,  you know, 
i n t e r r o g a t i n g  them. 

Q Were they abusing t h e  people i n  any way? 

A. No. I d i d n ' t  s e e  them abuse t h e  people.  

Q Did you hea r  t h a t  they  d id?  

A .  No, I d i d n ' t .  

Q Did you s e e  t h e  ARVN t h a t  day? How many i n t e r -
p r e t e r s  d i d  you s e e ,  o r  how many ARVN d i d  you s e e ?  

A.  Oh, I ' d  say about fi've. 

Q- During t h a t  day you d i d n ' t  s e e  any abuse of 
p r i soners  ? 

A .  No, I d i d n ' t .  

Q Did you hea r  t h a t  any of  them were s h o t ?  
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A. No. 

Did you h e a r  any of them had t h e i r  f i n g e r s  c u t  

A .  No, I d i d n ' t .  

Q Did you see P-20 8 ?  Do you remember t h o s e  p r i -
sone r s?  

A. I can vaguely remember them p u t t i n g  them on the 
LZ w i t h  sandbags,  w a i t i n g  f o r  a chopper t o  come i n  w i t h  fan 
b l a d e s .  They look f a m i l i a r ,  b u t  I c a n ' t  s a y  e x a c t l y  i f  
t hose  a r e  t h e  same ones .  

Q How about  t h e  a r e a  t h e r e ?  Can you r ecogn ize  the 
a r e  a ?  

A .  I t ' s  h a r d  t o  s ay .  I guess  I c a n ' t .  I f  I was 
t h e r e  I should .  

Q What about  P-209? T h a t ' s  a bad photograph,  b u t  
is  t h e r e  anyth ing  t h a t  you can recognize  i n  t h a t  p i c t u r e ?  

A. No, I c a n ' t  even make it  o u t .  

Q Did yoa hear azy f i r i n g  i n s i d e  t h e  p e r i m e t e r  
t h a t  n i g h t ?  

A, No, I d i d n ' t .  

Q Did you t a l k  t o  any of t h e  C Company people  that 
n i g h t ?  

A. No. Those guys were moving, t o o ,  and they  were 
t a l k i n g  about  G I ' s  g e t t i n g  k i l l e d ,  you know, j u s t  d i f f e r e n t  
t a l k  about t h e i r  p l a t o o n ,  and they  were s a y i n g  w e l l ,  how 
many guys d i d  you l o s e ,  j u s t  g e n e r a l  conve r sa t ion .  

Q Did they  say  anyth ing  about  a bunch o f  c i v i l i a n s  
g e t t i n g  k i l l e d  over t h e r e  i n  t h e i r  a r e a ?  

A. No. 

Q Did anyth ing  unusual  happen t h a t  n i g h t ?  
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A.  Not t h a t  I can r e c a l l .  That was a p r e t t y  q u i e t  
n i g h t .  It was q u i e t  when we went i n ,  and w e  s t a y e d  t h e r e  
a l l  n i g h t .  

Q. Okay. There was some r e p o r t s  of some k i l l e d  ou t  
t h e r e  on the beach t h a t  day. 3d Platoon could have picked 
t h i s  up on t h e  r a d i o ,  o r  you could have heard about i t  t h a t  
n i g h t .  1st Platoon repor ted  38  VC k i l l e d  o u t  t h e r e .  Did 
you h e a r  about t h a t ?  

A.  Oh, yeah,  I heard about t h e  1st Pla toon g o t  a 
couple k i l l s .  I didn 't know where about t h a t ?  

Q. Thir ty-e ight  were r epor ted .  

A. I heard  t h a t  they g o t  a couple of  k i l l s ,  l i k e  a 
guy j u s t  came up and s a i d ,  t h e  1st Platoon g o t  a couple VC 
today,  you know. 

Q They repor ted  1 2 ,  18 ,  and 8 ,  t h r e e  d i f f e r e n t  re-
p o r t s .  Did you hea r  any f i r i n g  going on up t h e r e ?  

A. No, I d i d n ' t .  I mean I heard  a couple of h e l i -
c o p t e r s ,  I guess j u s t  scanning t h e  a r e a ,  shoot ing  a t  suspect-
ed enemy hideout  p l a c e s ,  you know. That probably was t h e  
doorgunners . 
Q- There was a l s o  supposedly a Navy s w i f t  boa t  t h a t  
tu rned  over  10 sampans f i l l e d  wi th  people,  t o  t h e  1st Pla toon,  
between 1600 and 1700 t h a t  evening. Did you h e a r  about t h a t ?  

A .  Sampan, say what now, what was the  name again? 

Q Well,  t h e r e  was a Navy b o a t  t h a t  rounded up about 
6 t o  10 sampans and turned them over  t o  t h e  1st Platoon.  Did 
you h e a r  about t h a t ?  

A. No. 

Q On t h e  17th of March t h e  company moved o u t .  I 
understand t h a t  t h e  3d Platoon was t h e  f i r s t  i n  the order  of 
march going down t o  t h e  b r idge?  

A. That 's r i g h t .  

Q - Which squad was f i r s t ?  
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A.  Second squad. There were only two squads.  They 
broke i t  down i n t o  two squads,  t h e  f i r s t  squad and t h e  second 
squad. 

Q The only t h i n g  t h a t  was i n  f r o n t  of you, between 
you and t h e  b r i d g e ,  was t h e  f i r s t  squad? 

A .  And the  l i t t l e  p o i n t  team t h a t  I had assigned.  

Q Well, i t  should have been from t h e  f i r s t  squad,
r i g h t ,  

A ,  Well, some of ,  t h e  f i r s t  squad was i n  f r o n t  of me, 
yes .  

Q I mean, I was wondering, normally t h e  1st Platoon 
has a p o i n t  group, b u t  most p o i n t s  a r e  composed of t h e  l e a d  
squad. Is t h a t  t h e  case i n  your platoon? 

A. They had a p o i n t  team f o r  t h e  f i r s t  and second 
squad, I t h i n k  it was. We j u s t  had i n  our  p la toon ,  f i r s t  
squad, second squad, and second squad was i n  f r o n t  t h a t  day. 

Q. They were i n  f r o n t  t h a t  day and they  were i n  t h e  
po in t?  

A. Yeah. 

Q. And wheil ~ G Uriio'v'sd cut of t h e  l a a g e r  a r e a  and 
down toward t h e  b r i d g e ,  do you r e c a l l  a mine going o f f  t h a t  
wounded TAYLOR? 

A. Yes, I heard it. 

Q. Did you s e e  i t ?  

A. No, I d i d n ' t .  

Q *  Too f a r  away? 

A. Y e s ,  I was t o o  f a r  back. 

(2 Do you r e c a l l ,  as  you moved down t h e r e ,  t h a t  you 
went through a v i l l a g e  wi th  a hedgerow on each s i d e  of  t h e  
t r a i l ?  

A .  Afte r  w e  c rossed  t h e  br idge  o r  p r i o r  t o  i t ?  
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&. P r i o r  t o  going ac ross .  

A.  I know we walked around and t h e r e  was a hedge-
row t o  t h e  l e f t .  

Q - What I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  do i s  p i c t u r e  your p o s i t i o n  
when TAYLOR was wounded. 

A. TAYLOR was wounded maybe, I don ' t know, w e  g o t  
t h e r e  maybe 15 t o  20 minutes a f t e r  he was wounded. They 
went through t h e  area .  I don1t know which s i d e  of t h e  b r idge  
he g o t  wounded on. 

Q. He was on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e .  He detonated t h e  booby-
t r a p ,  according t o  t h e  l o g ,  a t  0810. What I was t r y i n g  t o  
f i n d  o u t  was, how f a r  back down t h a t  t r a i l  away from t h e  
b r i d g e  you were when t h a t  booby--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  Well, we w e r e n ' t  t o o  f a r .  I ! d  say 
we weren ' t  f a r  a t  a l l .  You could smel l  t h e  gun powder. 

Q - Well, we ' re  t a l k i n g  about MAP-4. . We b e l i e v e  you 
moved r i g h t  down t h i s  t r a i l  h e r e  and went over t o  t h e  br idge .  

A. Okay, he was wounded--

Q . ( In te rpos ing)  He was wounded r i g h t  about t h e r e .  

A. So, maybe I was r i g h t  h e r e  a t  t h e  t r a i l  junct ion.  

Q Okay. So t h a t  p u t s  you about 100, 150 meters from 
t h e  b r idge?  

A. And t h e  br idge  was about 75 t o  100 meters .  
/' 

8. - So you were back i n  t h e r e ?  

A. Yes. 

Q. The f i r s t  squad had moved t o  t h e  b r i d g e ,  was t h i s  
a t  t h e  br idge  when this happened? 

A. I f  I remember r i g h t ,  t h e  f i r s t  squad went t o  t h e  
b r idge  and we go t  s n i p e r  f i r e .  We g o t  f i r e  from over  h e r e  a t  

. t h e  b r idge ,  a t  t h e  f i r s t  squad. I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  r e l a t e  i f  t h i s  
was a f t e r  TAYLOR was wounded o r  be fo re .  
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Q. Tha t ' s  what I want t o  know. 

A. That ' s  what I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  f i g u r e  ou t .  I t h i n k  
i t  was r i g h t  a f t e r ,  because everyth ing  was confused then,  
you know, and maybe t h i s  was probably t h e  p lan .  C h a r l i e ' s  
plan and everyone was' confused. We were t r y i n g  t o  s e e  what 
was happening, then  he threw i n  a couple of rounds. And 
t h i s  was, I t h i n k ,  r i g h t  a f t e r  we g o t  s n i p e r  f i r e ,  r i g h t  
a f t e r  TAYLOR was wounded, because t h a t  h e l d  us  up. I re-
member w e  s t ayed  on t h e  t r a i l  when t h e  gunship went over .  It 
made s e v e r a l  runs wi th  two teams toge the r .  They made about 
s e v e r a l  runs a t  t h a t  a r e a  where t h e  s n i p e r  f i r e  was coming 
from and then  w e  moved on. 

Q. Do you r e c a l l  t h e  f i r s t  t h i n g  t h a t  happened w a s  
TAYLOR h i t  t h e  mine, and then  you g o t  s n i p e r  f i r e ?  

A .  To my knowledge, yeah, i f  I ' m  t h i n k i n g  r i g h t ,  yeah. 

Q. Then t h e  gunships came over? 

A .  Then t h e  gunships came over .  

Q Then you a l l  c rossed  t h e  br idge?  

A. Yeah. 

You s a i d  t w o  gunships? 

A. A f i r e  team, 'yes. 

Q How .many passes?  

A. I f i g u r e  maybe about 5 o r  6 runs.  

Q One f i r e  team, f i v e  passes?  

A. Yeah. 

Q. Miniguns ? 

A. He had miniguns, yeah. Tha t ' s  what they  were 
shoot ing most ly,  t h e  miniguns. They s h o t  a couple of 
rocke t s ,  bu t  very few. 

Q Right on t h e  v i l l a g e ?  
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A. There wasn ' t  any v i l l a g e  over  t h e r e .  There 
w a s n ' t  a  v i l l a g e  t o  our  r i g h t  and t h e r e  wasn ' t  a v i l l a g e  
t h e r e  a t  t h e  l i t t l e  s p o t  where we g o t  t h i s  f i r e .  There 
were some o l d  t r e e s  l i k e  t h i s  you know, and t h a t  was about 
it r i g h t  t h e r e .  There had been a v i l l a g e  t h e r e  one time. 
You can s e e  t h e  l i t t l e  r u i n s .  

Q. Well, now, when d i d  you s e e  t h i s  h e l i c o p t e r  
evacuate  TAYLOR? 

A. No, I d i d n ' t .  Yes, y e s ,  I d i d .  Let  me th ink  
now, because I wasn ' t  t h a t  f a r  s o  I had t o  s e e  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  
when i t  comes i n .  I wasn ' t  t h a t  f a r  from it.  It had t o  
be t h e  chopper unless  they moved him which I doubt they 
d id .  So I had t o  s e e  t h e  chopper. 

Q- Did you cross  t h e  br idge  a f t e r  t h e  chopper 
had evacuated--he was gone wasn ' t  he?  

A. Yeah. 

Q - No more f i r i n g ?  

A. No, a f t e r  t h e  gunships went over  we d i d n ' t  g e t  
any more. f i r e .  

Q Did t h e  3d Platoon e v e r  go i n t o  a c t i o n  a g a i n s t
t h i s  s n i p e r  f i r e .  

A. No, we c o u l d n ' t  because p a r t  of them were on t h e  
br idge  and t h e  br idge  had been knocked o u t ,  t h a t  br idge  was 
all t o r e  up. They had 2-by-4, n o t  2-by-4 b u t  l i k e  6-by-6's 
from one p a r t  of t h e  br idge  t o  t h e  o t h e r  p a r t .  You had t o  
walk on t h a t  p a r t  and t h a t ,  w e l l ,  we c o u l d n ' t  have g o t t e n  
a c r o s s .  It took maybe t h e  p la toon,  I 'd say  about ,  t h e  squad 
r a t h e r ,  t o  go across  t h e  br idge  maybe about a h a l f  hour ,  
be ing  t a c t i c a l  about it. 

Q. YOU mean t o  say t h a t  a t  t h e  time t h a t  TAYLOR was 
wounded t h e  3d Platoon was a l ready on t h e  b r idge?  

A. What I know, s e e ,  l i k e  t h e r e  was a l i t t l e  curve 
t h e r e  t o o ,  We went around t h i s  curve and l i k e  when we go t  
up t h e r e ,  o f f  t h e  p o i n t ,  I mean p a r t  of my squad was a l -
ready up t h e r e .  They were about 15  meters  a p a r t .  So t h a t  
s t r e t c h e s  it o u t  q u i t e  a ways. 
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Q. And they  w e r e  a l r e a d y  on t h e  b r idge?  

Yeah, I ' m  p r e t t y  s u r e  they  were. 

Now, do you r e c a l l  two EOD men being  c a l l e d  forward? 

A. Yeah, t h e s e  were mine sweeper guys. They had t o  
have t h e  mines marked when we went up t h e r e .  

Q Mine sweeper went up? 

A. Yeah. 

Q. Also t h e r e  was a couple of engineers  that--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  I remember when we g o t  c rossed  t o  
t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  they had t i s s u e ,  the C-ration t o i l e t  paper 
on suspected mines, you know, and we had t o  walk around them, 
I mean, go through them. 

Q Did t h e s e  EOD people and t h e  mine sweeper come 
forward be fo re  you g o t  t h e  f i r e  o r  a f t e r  you g o t  t h e  f i r e ?  

A. No, t h i s  was a f t e r  I t h i n k .  

a .  Afte r?  

A. I remember I was l y i n g  on t h e  ground and t h a t  
would be t h e  only reason f o r  m e  t o  be l y i n g  on t h e  ground, 
because we were g e t t i n g  f i r e d  on. 

Q *  - Because y9u were g e t t i n g  f i r e d  on? 

A. Yeah. 

Q So they came, forward and you were t ak ing  cover? 

A. Yeah. 

Q Did t h e  EOD men move up under f i r e ?  

A. No. The f i r i n g  s topped when t h e  h e l i c o p t e r s  s top-
ped. To my knowledge, when they  come up. 
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Q *  Okay. Did you s e e  t h e  EOD men when they  moved 
up? They marked these  mines o f f ,  because they would have 
been on t h i s  s i d e  of t h e  b r idge ,  on your s i d e  of t h e  b r idge ,  
r i g h t ?  

A. No, t h e y  d i d  on the o t h e r  s i d e .  When I g o t  across 
I saw t h e  white  paper on t h e  mines, across  t h e  br idge .  

Q Did you s e e  any mines on t h i s  s i d e  of  t h e  br idge?  

A .  I remember d i s t i n c t l y  t h e  one wi th  t h e  c ross  though. 
Because t h a t ' s  t h e  s i d e  he g o t  hit--wounded on, I mean. 

Q Are you t e l l i n g  me t h a t  t h e  deck of t h i s  br idge  
was only 2-by-4s? 

A. P a r t  o f  it. D i f f e r e n t  spots--

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  So you had t o  s o r t  of  ba lance  your 
way over  t h e r e ?  

A. More o r  l e s s ,  yeah. 

Q It was s o r t  of narrow f o o t i n g  s o  it took a long
time t o  g e t  people across  i t ,  i n  s i n g l e  f i l e ?  

A. Yeah, r i g h t .  

Q. How much d id  t h i s  br idge  r e q u i r e  c a r e f u l  walking 
on t h e  t h i n  deck? 

A .  Oh, maybe about from h e r e  t o  t h a t  w a l l .  No, n o t  
t h a t  f a r  e i t h e r .  It was maybe about 10 f e e t  a t  a t ime ,  i n  
c e r t a i n  i n t e r v a l s .  I t  wasn' t--

Q ( In te rpos ing)  Oh, it was broken? 

A. Yeah, i t  was broken. 

Q I n  10- fee t  s e c t i o n s  then? 

A .  Maybe 5-foot s e c t i o n s  o r  10-foot s e c t i o n s .  They 
were l i k e ,  you know, wide, p r e t t y  wide where t h e  b r idge  was 
broken. 

Q - The r e a l  narrow s e c t i o n s  t h a t  I ' m  t a l k i n g  about ,  
how wide were they? Well, you g o t  them a couple o r  3 f e e t  
wide? 
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A. Yeah. 

42 S o r t  of  a narrow path  then? 

A. You mean t h e  p a r t  we had t o  walk on? 

Q Yeah. 

A - Yeah, I ' d  say maybe about a 3 - fee t  s t r e t c h .  

Q. About 3 f e e t  wide? 

A. Yes. 

Q- Well, t h e r e  wasn ' t  any chance of anybody f a l l i n g  
o f f  t h i s  t h i n g  was t h e r e ?  I mean, it wasn ' t  t h a t  narrow? 

A. I t  wasn' t t h a t  narrow, t r u e ,  b u t  up i n  t h e  a i r  
you look down and s o  a l o t  of guys took t h e i r  t i m e .  

Q e  Do you know of anybody t h a t  went o f f  i n  t h e  water  
because they were f i r i n g ?  Anybody jumped o f f  t h e  b r idge?  

A. No, but t h e  guy t h a t  hung over  t h e  b r i d g e ,  you 
know, he p u t  h i s  r i f l e  up t h e r e  and he was hanging o f f  of 
it with h i s  f e e t  dangling. He g o t  back up. Tha t ' s  what 
he t o l d  me. I d idn '  t s e e  him. 

Q I was going t o  say,  who was t h a t ?  

A,  A guy named PRESTON, Winston PRXSTON. 

Q That ' s  t h e  one. 

A. This is what he t o l d  m e .  

Q Now, somebody s a i d  he  went o f f  t h e  b r idge  now who--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  I don' t know, l i k e  I s a y ,  he t o l d  
me he was dangl ing.  He was t e l l i n g  me he was going t o  jump, 
b u t  i t  was t o o  f a r  down t o  go, you know. I r e a l l y  c a n ' t  say 
i f  he jumped o r  n o t ,  I d o n ' t  know. 

Q - Well, we heard t h i s  from somebody e l s e ,  t h a t  WINSTON 
went o f f  t h e  b r idge .  

A. H e  may have, r e a l l y .  
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a .  Was he under f i r e ?  

A. Yeah, t h a t ' s  why he d i d  it. He was under f i r e .  

Q And l e t  me g e t  t h i s  s t r a i g h t .  Was h e  i n  your
squad o r  was he i n  t h e  f i r s t  squad? 

A. No, WINSTON was i n  my squad. 

Q He was c ross ing  t h a t  b r i d g e  i n  your squad, some-
where o r  o t h e r  your squad came under f i r e  c r o s s i n g  t h e  br idge .  

A. No, n o t  r e a l l y ,  l i k e  you s a i d ,  w e l l ,  p a r t  of my 
squad was under f i r e .  See,  I was l i k e  wi th  t h e  machinegun 
team. 

Q , Yes. 

A. And I was making it wi th  A team. A team was i n  t h e  
r e a r  t h a t  day. 

Q But what I ' m  saying  is t h a t  an element of your squad 
came under f i re  c ross ing  t h e  b r idge .  

A. Okay, yeah, a l l  r i g h t .  

Q I t h i n k  we should g e t  WINSTON i n  h e r e  i f  we can. 
Do you know where he l i v e s ?  

A. He l i v e s  i n  Chicago, I t h i n k .  

Q A l l  r i g h t .  Now, when you crossed  t h e  br idge  w e  
understand t h e  3d Platoon s t ayed  up t h e r e  and t h e  r e s t  of 
t h e  company moved o f f  i t ?  

A. Yeah. 

Q. You a l l  s t ayed  up i n  t h a t  a r e a .  id you s e e  any
bodies  around the a rea?  

A .  No. Y e s ,  we d i d .  I saw one, There was one r e a l  
r i p e .  She ' d  been t h e r e  l i k e  long ago. I d o n ' t  know how 
they could s t a n d  i t ,  man it was s o  bad you couldn'  t s t and  it. 
Like,  t h e  only way you could bury h e r ,  she  had on sorne--Viet-
nam, they have l i t t l e  boards they c a r r y  people on,  you know, 
and l i k e  she  was on one of those .  They j u s t  l a i d  a l i t t l e  
t h i n g  over  h e r .  Man, it smelled s o  bad,  and I was up by the  
r idge  road,  and they were going toward t h e  graveyard t o  get 
h e r .  
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Q. W a s  she up on t h a t ,  s o r t  of a h i l l ?  

A. Yeah. 

Q. Was she wounded? 

A. I d o n ' t  know. She smelled so bad I d i d n ' t  even 
bother  t o  look a t  h e r .  I d i d n ' t  even go up t h e r e  t o  t ake  
a look a t  h e r ,  you know. I saw h e r  body up t h e r e  and t h e  
guy t o l d  me she was a woman, a g i r l ,  a l ady ,  I don' t know 
whether she was o l d  o r  young. 

Q. You had a f e l low named MAHR, M-A-H-R? 

A. WWR, yeah, Michael MAHR. 

Q. He s a i d  he found t h a t  woman. Said she had a 
neck .wound. 

A. You mean she was shot?  

Q Yes. 
'-\ 

A. Well, I d i d n tt see  he r .  I could smell  h e r  from 
way back where I was. She was r e a l l y  r o t t e n .  

Q That was on t h e  17th  when she was found? Your 
platoon s t ayed  u.p t h e r e .  She was the  only one yo11 say? 

A. Yes. 

Q See any f r e s h  graves? 

A. No, I c a n ' t  say t h a t  I d id  see  f r e s h  graves.  

Q Wonder what happened t o  the  38 VC t h a t  the  1st 
Platoon repor ted?  

A. I d o n ' t  know what happened t o  them. 

Q They s u r e  disappeared over n igh t .  

A.  T h a t ' s  t r u e ,  I d o n ' t  t h ink  they  could walk t o o  
good. Most dead people d o n ' t .  

Q. Do you b e l i e v e  t h a t  r e p o r t .  
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A. No, I d o n ' t .  Because i f  t h e r e  were 38 and we 
went i n  t h e  same a r e a  they d i d  t h e  nex t  day,  I mean, I 
would t h i n k  t h e r e  were dead bodies and guys would have 
been bragging about  t h e  k i l l s  t h a t  they g o t ,  you know. 

Q Did you see t h e  1st Platoon when you went over 
t h e r e  t h a t  morning? Did you t a l k  t o  any of those  fe l lows? 

A. No. This t h i n g  was t h a t  morning when Captain 
MICHLES was h e r e  and he was a l l  up i n  t h e  a i r  and had t h e s e  
photographers  and everybody over  t h e r e ,  and t h e  eng inee r s .  
H e  was making everybody j u s t  s t r e t c h ,  he was screaming o r  
y e l l i n g ,  s o  no one r e a l l y  had any t i m e  t o  do anyth ing ,  a l l  
b u t  t h e  weapons c r e w .  I remember we  w e r e  wi th  t h e  weapons 
squad, t h e  3d P la toon  was wi th  t h e  weapons squad, Then he 
s t a r t e d  a s s i g n i n g  people t o  do d i f f e r e n t  jobs .  And I d i d n ' t  
g e t  a chance t o  t a l k  d i r e c t l y  t o  nobody i n  t h e  1st Platoon 
u n t i l  t h e  day Joe  g o t  k i l l e d .  I can remember t h a t  because 
he gave m e  a pack of c i g a r e t t e s  j u s t  b e f o r e  he g o t  k i l l e d .  

Q. ROBINSON? 

A. Y e a h ,  Joe.  W e  j u s t  c a l l e d  him Joe ;  t h a t  was h i s  
n i c k  name. 

G. Then you d i d n ' t  hear  any s c u t t l e b u t t  about  t h e  
o p e r a t i o n  t h e  day be£o r e ?  

A. No, I d i d n ' t .  

Q And you d i d n ' t  see any f r e s h  graves?  

A.  No, I d i d n ' t .  

Q. You g e t  a k i l l  t h i s  high somebody, I mean, t h e s e  
bodies  could d i sappea r  I suppose, b u t  it looks l i k e  they 
would bury them. 

A. That i s  t r u e .  I d i d n ' t  s ee  any f r e s h  graves .  

Q. You d i d n ' t  see anybody l y i n g  around except  t h a t  
o l d  woman? 

A. The dead woman i s  t h e  only  person I saw. She 
w a s  l i k e  up on a r ise,  towards t h e  ocean.  She was t h e  only  
one. 
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Q - No i n d i c a t i o n  of any o t h e r  dea ths  over  t h e r e ?  

A .  No, I d i d n ' t .  D idn ' t  s e e  any a t  a l l .  

Q Did you s e e  .any people i n  t h a t  v i l l a g e ?  Anybody 
moving around? 

A. No, t h a t  v i l l a g e  was j u s t  l e v e l .  Nothing was i n  
it. I remember w e  were th ink ing  t h a t  n i g h t ,  we were expect-
ing  t o  g e t  mortared t h a t  n i g h t ,  because our  p la toon s t ayed  
back and spen t  t h e  n i g h t  t h e r e  a l l  by themself .  We had taken 
a l l  t he  s t u f f ,  b u i l d i n g  over  he re  a t  t h e  company. I remember 
because t h e r e  wasnst no p lace  f o r  me t o  g e t  i n t o .  I mean, w e  
were i n  squads o r  teams l i k e  t h a t .  

Q *  We've got  a s t a tmen t  from one fe l low t h a t  says  he 
saw about 1 5  o r  20 dead people over t h e r e ,  t h a t  f i r s t  day. 

A.  That v i l l a g e ?  

Q W e l l  what do you suppose could have happened to '  
t hose  bodies?  

A. I d o n ' t  know. I d i d n ' t  s e e  them and--

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  I know, I ' m  j u s t  specu la t ing .  I 
th ink  normal VC, and t h e  people he saw w e r e n ' t  VC. They 
were mostly women and c h i l d r e n ,  b u t  even i f  t h e  f a m i l i e s  
a r e  t h e r e  and bur ied  t h e r e  must be some i n d i c a t i o n  t h e  
graves a r e  t h e r e ?  

A. When we go t  t h e r e  t h e r e  was no family o r  nothing 
s o  t h e r e f o r e  the  peogle,  I doubt i f  they could have done it. 
They probably were too  sca red  t o  t ake  somebody and bury them. 
So, I d o n ' t  know what--

Q . ( In te rpos ing)  You d o n ' t  know what could have hap-
pened? Was t h i s  a f i s h i n g  community along t h e r e ?  Did every-
body have a boa t?  

A. Everybody j u s t  about had a boat .  

Q I wonder i f  they could have thrown them i n  boa t s  
and gone o f f  wi th  them? 
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A. They could have done t h a t ,  yeah. They probably 
could have because I have--I d i d n ' t  s e e  no f r e s h  graves o r  
nothing o r  no people,  y e t  they  g o t  k i l l e d .  I know t h e r e  
had t o  be graves  somewhere. 1 d i d n ' t  s e e  any people l y i n g  
ou t  t h e r e  dead. 

Q W e l l ,  a t  any r a t e ,  you a l l  s t ayed  up t h e r e  with 
t h e  mortar  p la toon  and t h e  company moved sou th .  

A. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  we w e r e  with t h e  mortar p la toon.  

& The mortar  p la toon s t ayed  up t h e r e  with you a 
whi le?  

A. Yeah, down by t h e  b r idge .  

Q. And then  l a t e r  on t h a t  day t h e  mortar  platoon 
d i d  p lace  down i n  A Company. 

A. With A Company, yeah. 

Q Do you remember, you mentioned i t ,  and I want t o  
g e t  back t o  it, t h e  photographer coming i n  t h e r e ?  

A. Yes. 

Q You d o n ' t  know who he was? 

A. No. 

Q. What u n i t ,  what paper he was from? 

A. No, I was up he re .  He had a camera and he was 
a l l  c l ean  and--

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  H e  had s t a r c h e d  f a t i g u e s  on. 

A. He was d e f i n i t e l y  j u s t  s t a rched .  He had t h e s e  
couple of  cameras hanging a l l  o f f  of him and a .45 ,  b u t  
he wasn ' t  t oo  much, you know, I could t e l l  t h a t .  

Q Did he  have on any i n s i g n i a ?  

A. N o ,  I r e a l l y  d o n ' t  t h ink  s o .  
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Q Didn ' t  have a S t a r s  & S t r i p e s  t h i n g  w r i t t e n  on 
him? 

A. No. 

a- MACV i n s i g n i a ?  

A. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  so .  

Q Have on a s o f t  cap? 

A, H e  had a s o f t  cap on. 

Q Basebal l  cap? 

A. Yeah, b a s e b a l l  cap. 

Q And d i d  you know anything about him? H i s  name or--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  No. I saw him ho ld  t h e  camera up 
one t i m e .  I was t r y i n g  t o  g e t  back and l e t  him t ake  a pic-
t u r e ,  you know. I ' l l  l e t  him g e t  my p i c t u r e  and he was l i k e  
a l i t t l e  d i s t a n c e  from me. I never g o t  c l o s e  t o  him, you know. 

Q W e l l ,  d i d  you hea r  anything about him? Did he 
mention h e ' s  been i n  country a s h o r t  t ime? 

A. No, I d i d n ' t  hea r  anything about him. I 'd f ~ r g o t t e n  
a l l  about.  I t  was n o t  even t h a t  long. 

Q Lieutenant  LEWIS came i n  that--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  Yeah, we g o t  a new l i e u t e n a n t .  

Q - - And a l s o  Lieutenant  MUNDY came i n .  

A. MUNDY, yeah, t h a t ' s  r i g h t .  

Q W e l l ,  then they  went south  of t h e  company, and 
you laagered  up t h e r e  t h a t  n igh t .  Did anything unusual 
happen t h a t  n i g h t ?  

A. No, t h a t  was a good n igh t .  

Q Q u i e t ?  

A .  Q u i e t ,  yeah. 
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Q See what t h e  log  showed t h a t  day was tha t - - the  
log  s a i d  t h a t  a t  0810 ,  t h a t ' s  when TAYLOR h i t  t h a t  mine, 
a t  0845, 1st Platoon rece ived  f i r e .  The log  ind ica ted  t h a t  
it was 35 minutes a f t e r  TAYLOR h i t  t he  mine when they go t  
s n i p e r  f i r e .  Ins tead  of the  1st Platoon,  it could have 
been t h e  whole company, because t h e  company was c los ing  i n  
t h e r e  anyway. But on t h a t  b a s i s  of t iming,  does t h a t  mean 
anything t o  you? These a r e  log  r e p o r t s ?  T h i s  i s  no t  neces-
s a r i l y  accura te .  

A.  Your t a l k i n g  about--

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  The sequence of th ings  t h a t  happened. 

A. No, n o t  t h a t  r i n g s  a b e l l .  

Q Didn ' t  much happen down t h e  way? Did you see any
burning going on down--could you see  the  smoke coming up t o  
t h e  south? 

A. This i s  t h e  same. t r a i l  they h i t  the  mine, r i g h t ?  
I d o n ' t  r e c a l l - - a l l  t h a t  smoke I saw coming up. 

Q. O n  t h a t  f i r s t  day when you a l l  searched t h a t  v i l -
lage, .  d id  you burn it? 

A. Y e s .  

Q Over t h e r e  by the  landing  zone? 

A. Right.  

Q. Now, t h i s  i s  a d e s c r i p t i o n  of how a h e l i c o p t e r  
came i n  t h a t  n i g h t  down a t  the company and brought up ho t  
chow. I d o n ' t  know whether they brought you a l l  h o t  chow 
o r  not?  

A. Yeah, they brought us a l l  h o t  chow. 

Q You g o t  h o t  chow too .  Did you n o t i c e  any Viet-
namese on t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  when they came up t h e r e ?  

A. Yeah, t h e r e  were some people on t h e r e .  I th ink  
t h e r e  were. I wouldn't  say they were VC, bu t  they had peo-
ple on t h e r e  t h a t  were Vietnamese, I know. 
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Q Well, t h e r e ' s  nothing e l s e  t h a t  happened t h a t  
n igh t  t h a t  you can r e c a l l ,  of any importance? 

A.  No. 

Q Okay, on t h e  next  day, the  18 th ,  t h e  company came 
back t o  the  3d Pla toon which had found 3,000 pounds of r i c e ,  
remember t h a t ?  

A. What platoon? 

Q. 3d Platoon. 

A. Found 3,000 pounds of r i c e ?  . 

Q. Y e s ,  t h a t ' s  what they repor ted .  

A. I d o n ' t  remember t h a t .  

Q - A r i c e  cache? 

A. Rice cache. 

Q - I th ink  MAHR found t h a t  too? 3,000 pounds and--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  This i s  the  l a s t  day of t h e  oper-
a t i o n ,  r i g h t ?  

X' -1- tQ. . The r i c e  cache w a s  repor ted  a t  C755 t h a t  
morning. They asked f o r  a chopper t o  come o u t  t h e r e  and 
pick it up. 

A. I c a n ' t  remember. I c a n ' t  remember t h a t  a t  a l l .  

Q And then t h e  company moved on up t o  the  nor th ,  
on up t o  the  f i n g e r  up t h e r e  where the  v i l l a g e  of Ky Xuan (1) 
and Ky Xuan ( 2 )  and An Ky a r e  loca ted .  There was a MEDCAP 
t h a t  was c a l l e d  i n .  You rounded up 500 o r  1,000 Vietnamese 
up t h e r e .  

A. Yeah, I remember t h a t .  

Q - And a bunch of medics were brought i n .  Now, what 
d id  the  3d Platoon do? Do you know what t h e  opera t ions  of 
the  3d Platoon were t h a t  morning o r  t h a t  a f te rnoon?  They d i d  
some sweeping, I t h i n k ,  and probably rounded up some people 
and s e n t  them back t o  t h e  beach. Do you know what your m i s -
s i o n  was ? 
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A .  Then w e  w e r e  j u s t  rounding up beds and s toves .  
Like Sergeant  MCCLOUD, he never wanted a d e t a i l .  He was 
l a z y , ,  you know, he 'd  say we were j u s t  going t o  round these  
people up, and you never know what your mission was. He 
never t o l d  us about our mission.  A l l  r i g h t ,  I remember 
w e  picked up when w e  cleaned t h i s  v i l l a g e  o u t ,  and I t h i n k  
they wanted a11 t h e  males out  of it. They d i d n ' t  want none 
of t h e  women. They wanted a l l  t h e  men. I t h i n k  w e  gathered 
up a l l  t h e  men and s e n t  them back over  t h e r e .  

& Back over t o  t h e  company? 

A .  To t h e  company. 

Q What happened down h e r e  where t h e  MEDCAP took 
p l a c e  and medics were. Didn ' t  t h e y - s e n d  a l l  t h e  women 
down t h e r e ?  

A. This  was l a t e r  on i n  t h e  evening. We marched a l l  
t h e  people a l l  t h e  way back- down t o  t h e  beach p a s t  where w e  
laagered .  See,  we moved them a l l  t h e  way back down t o  t h e  
beach, and then  w e  went back t o  our  l aager  p o s i t i o n .  The 
l a a g e r  was back I ' d  say n o r t h ,  yeah. 

(2 Well, l e t ' s  look a t  t h i s  map f o r  a minute, Exhibit 
MAP-4. So, you came up from t h e  b r idge ,  and you moved r i g h t  
on up. This f i r s t  v i l l a g e  was Ky Xuan 1. I t  was r i g h t  i n  
h e r e  where t h e  company headquar ters  set up, maybe on t h e  beach. 
Then t h e  p la toons  swept o u t  through t h e s e  v i l l a g e s  and a s  you 
say  probably s e n t  t h e  males back. Eventual ly  the medics came 
i n  and s e t  up t h i s  a r e a  and' s t a r t e d  a MEDCAP. 

A. There was a whole m i l l i o n  of people and w e  s c a t -
t e r e d  them a l l  around down on t h e  beach. L e t ' s  s e e ,  w e  had 
t o  go ,  do some walking. I th ink  we s t a r t e d  i n  one s p o t  and 
they s a i d ,  a l l  r i g h t ,  we go on back and every swinging weenie, 
you know, and b r i n g  them back. 

Q A 1 1  t h e  way back t o  t h e  . company? 

A .  T h a t ' s  r i g h t ,  a l l  t h e  way back. We g o t  a l l  t hese  
people and marched them way down t o  t h e  beach on t h e  o t h e r  
s i d e  where t h e  medics were set  up. 
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Q When you brought those people back down t h e r e ,  
d id  you s e e  any i n t e r r o g a t i o n s  going on? 

A. N o ,  we j u s t  l i k e  marched them a l l  t h e  way down, 
and the  1st Pla toon i s I 7 m o r e  l i k e  the  r e s t  of the  company 
i s  t h e r e ,  W e  was j u s t  marching--like the  r e s t  of t h e  peo-
p l e ,  you know, our people were t ak ing  them on down. I d idn '  t 
go a l l  t h e  way down t o  t h e  MEDCAP where he was s e t  up o r  
nothing. I stopped because I was t i r e d .  I j u s t  went on, 
you know, l i k e  t h i s  is  where our  platoon CP was. I s a t  down 
with the  r e s t  of the  squad, and they moved them on down t h e r e .  

Q.  And you came back l a t e r ,  though, when they s t a r t e d  
t o  s e t  t h e  n i g h t  defens ive  p o s i t i o n  up? 

A, Oh, yes ,  w e l l ,  they brought them r i g h t  down t h e r e ,  
and they came r i g h t  back, see .  Then we moved back up, maybe 
about 500  yards ,  so  I laagered  w i t h  them. 

Q. When you g o t  back t o  the  l a a g e r  p o s i t i o n  and s e t  
that up, do you r e c a l l  any p r i s o n e r s  being t h e r e ,  any de-
t a i n e e s  and s o  f o r t h ?  

A .  Yes. We had t h r e e  of them as  a ma t t e r  of f a c t ,  
I th ink  it w a s  t h r e e  of them. They s tayed t h e r e  t h a t  n i g h t .  

Q They s tayed t h e r e  t h a t  n igh t?  

A. A l l  n igh t .  

Q. Did you see  them i n t e r r o g a t e d ?  

A, No. One lit a c i g a r e t t e  t h a t  n i g h t ,  and I heard 
the  next  morning he g o t  it slapped down h i s  t h r o a t ,  I ' m  n o t  
too  sure .  You could hea r  the  Vietnamese t a l k i n g .  I wasn ' t  
too  f a r  from t h e  CP i n  my squad and my p la toon ,  r e a l l y .  

Q - Did you hear  t h a t  a wounded Vietnamese woman wi th  
he r  l e g  r ipped open was brought i n  t h e r e  t h a t  evening? 

A.  No. I heard nothlng of t h a t .  

Q. And you d i d n ' t  see any mistreatment  of p r i s o n e r s ?  

A. N o .  
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Q You ever  see  t h i s  man t h e r e ?  

A.  I t h i n k  so.  H e  may have been one of t h e  p r i s o n e r s  
t h a t  was t h e r e  t h a t  n igh t .  I t ' s  hard t o  say.  I d o n ' t  know. I 
probably saw him i f  he was one of t h e  t h r e e  t h a t  s tayed t h e r e  
t h a t  n i g h t .  

Q One of them g e t  away? 

A .  Yes, t h e  next  morning. 

Q. Excuse me, t h a t ' s  P-215. Okay, d i d  you see  a s o r t  
of a heavy s e t  U . S .  uniformed s o l d i e r  come i n  t h e r e ,  t h a t  pro-
bably had on s t a rched  f a t i g u e s  with a b i g  k n i f e ?  

A. A U .  S .  s o l d i e r ?  

Q - Y e s .  A l l  s t a rched  up. 

A. Was t h i s  t h e  next  morning? 

Q- This was, no, t h e  day of- t h e  18th .  

i%. The day of t h e  18tn? No, I can ' t - -

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  He was a c a p t a i n ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  know 
whether he was wearing any i n s i g n i a  o r  no t .  

A. No, I c a n ' t  r e c a l l .  

Q- A l l  r i g h t .  Now l e t  me g ive  you what the  log 
says about t h a t  evening. See what your r e a c t i o n  i s  t o  it. 
A t  0130 t h e  mortar rounds came i n  and k i l l e d  MILUS and 
wounded f i v e  men. Reported 15 o r  16 rounds and p lus  small  
arms f i r e .  Do you remember small  arms f i r e ?  

A. Yes, I do. I t  was automatic.  

Q. Was it back from t h e  same a r e a  t h a t  t h e  mortar 
was o r  was it d i f f e r e n t ?  

A. Yeah. Frequent ly we s e t  up on the  beach l i k e  
this and w e  were g e t t i n g  it a l l  from back over i n  here.  
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Q Okay. Everything was coming from t h e  same 
d i r e c t i o n ?  

A. Same d i r e c t i o n .  

Q Mortar and t h e  small  arms f i r e ?  

A. That 's r i g h t .  

Q A l l  r i g h t .  The reques t  f o r  dus to f f  was a t  0 1 4 4  
and an hour l a t e r  t h e  dus tof f  was completed. 

A. The dus to f f  was t h e r e ,  and I guess be fo re  t h e  
gunships came i n .  The dus to f f  was t h e r e ,  and it was f l y i n g  
around. I guess it was wa i t ing  t o  come i n .  It  took s o  
long g e t t i n g  t h e  dus tof f  i n  t h e r e  too.  

Q Well, t h e  dus to f f  may have been, I d o n ' t  know 
what t h e  p a r t i c u l a r s  were, b u t  i t ' s  q u i t e  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  
the  movement of t h e s e  c a s u a l t i e s  t o  t h e  pickup zone may 
have been slow, may have been slower than  g e t t i n g  t h e  
dust o f f  t h e r e .  

A .  I d o n ' t  know, they were a l ready t h e r e .  

C1 They were t h e r e ?  

A. They were. 

Q There might have been a problem i n  s e t t i n g  t h e  
dus to f f  down. Anyway, i t  w a s  completed; i t  took an hour 
t o  complete it. Now, I d o n ' t  know what happened, b u t  from 
t h e  time i t  was reques ted  t o  t h e  time i t  was completed, t h e  
log r e f l e c t s  an hour.  The reques t  f o r  a C-47 gunship,  t h e  
"Spooky," was made a t  0250 and it was on s t a t i o n  a t  0350,  
b u t  t h e r e  was probably some gunships up t h e r e  be fo re  t h a t .  
We had no record of it. 

A. Yeah, t h e r e  were gunships up t h e r e .  

Q "Spooky" s t ayed  on s t a t i o n  a p r e t t y  good whi le .  
There was another  mortar  round supposed t o  have come i n  a t  
0 4 4 0 .  Do you remember anything l i k e  t h a t ?  J u s t  be fo re  
d a y l i g h t ,  one round repor ted?  
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A.  I t h i n k  somebody threw a hand grenade, because 
t h a t  landed n o t  too  f a r  i n  f r o n t  of me. I was on guard 
and I saw it when it went o f f .  I d i d n ' t  r e p o r t  it. 

Q Somebody might have thought it was a mortar 
round? 

A.  I thought it was a hand grenade because every-
body was shoot ing  H&I t h a t  n i g h t ,  machineguns and M-79's 
and H L I  a l l  n i g h t  long. A l l  t h e  weapon platoon.  

Q Well, t h i s  i s  what i s  on t h e r e .  Do you know any-
. t h i n g  t h a t  happened bes ides  what we1ve--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  Discussed here?  

No, on t h a t  n i g h t  on--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  You mean on the  n igh t?  

Q. Yes. Is t h a t  i t ?  

A. That was about it. 

Q. The next  morning t h e r e  were s t i l l  some p r i soners  
i n  t h e r e .  Did you see  any of the  p r i soners?  

A. J u s t  t h e  t h r e e .  

Q . The t h r e e  were s t i l l  t h e r e ?  

A. Yes. 

Q. Did you s e e  them abused t h a t  morning? 

A. L e t ' s  s e e ,  I saw one of them g e t  h i t ,  bu t  t h a t ' s  
a l l .  

Q H i t  wi th  what? 

A. F i s t .  

Q For what? 

A. I d o n ' t  know. I was a long ways d i s t a n c e  from 
them. 
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P. Who h i t  him? 

A. I d o n ' t  know, I r e a l l y  c o u l d n ' t  s e e  who h i t  
the guy. 

Q. T h a t ' s  t h e  only  t h i n g  you saw? 

A. Yeah. Colonel  BARKER and somebody else were 
s t a n d i n g  t h e r e ,  and they  h i t  him r i g h t  i n  f r o n t  of Colonel  
BARKER. 

Q - Was Colonel  BARKER t h e r e ?  

A. Colonel  BARKER, my company commander, and some 
o t h e r  guy, it might have been a major.  

Q .  The 1st P la toon  was p icked  up and t h e  e x t r a c t i o n  
s t a r t e d  a t  1015, completed a t  1 1 4 0 .  Then t h e  company s t a r t e d ,  
f i r s t  l i f t  went back a t  1319. You w e r e  t h e  l a s t  u n i t  o u t ,  

A.  I was t h e  las t  f i r e  team o u t ,  yeah. 

Q. Now, I ' v e  g o t  a few more q u e s t i o n s .  Do you re-
member any th ing  abou t ,  coming o v e r  communications o r  r a d i o s  
o r  be ing  d i s c u s s e d ,  on body count?  Bodies o r  k i l l s  d u r i n g  
t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. For  t h e  sum t o t a l  you mean or--

Q . ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Yes, a l l  t h i s .  

A. No, I d i d n ' t  h e a r  it, no. I heard  a guy say on 
t h i s  l a s t  o p e r a t i o n  ~ 7 eg o t  40  some people ,  you know, I w a s  
t o l d ' t h a t  t h e  whole b a t t a l i o n  was c r e d i t e d  wi th  making 400 
o r  something l i k e  t h a t .  You know, j u s t  d i f f e r e n t  numbers. 
This i s  l i k e  j u s t  rumors, everybody comes w i t h  a d i f f e r e n t  
number. I c o u l d n ' t  b e l i e v e  it. 

Q - W e l l ,  d i d  you have any knowledge of  any i n v e s t i -
g a t i o n  o r  any i n q u i r y  be ing  made a f t e r  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. No, I d i d n ' t .  

Q Did you e v e r  h e a r  an o r d e r  any t ime d u r i n g  t h e  
o p e r a t i o n ,  probably would have been t h e  second day ,  t o  
s t o p  burning? 
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A .  Yeah, because we d idn '  t do any burning t h a t  l a s t  
day a t  a l l .  

Q Where d i d  t h i s  order--do you remember where you 
go t  the  o r d e r  o r  where you were loca ted?  

A. No, I c a n ' t  e x a c t l y  say where we were, b u t  we 
come down and s a y ,  you know, they  t o l d  us  t h e r e ' d  be no 
more burning of t h e  v i l l a g e s  you know, don' t burn them 
no more. 

Q. Well,  was t h i s  a f t e r  you a l l  l e f t  t h e  n i g h t  
l a a g e r ,  t h e  second n i g h t ,  when you were on t h e  beach 
t h e r e ?  Before you go t  t o  t h e  b r idge  o r  a f t e r  you g o t  t o  
t h e  b r idge  o r  when was t h i s ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know, I c a n ' t  say .  

Q Was it t h e  second day o r  t h e  f i r s t  day? 

A. I t  was t h e  second day. 

Q I t  was t h e  second day. 

A. Yeah, 'cause we was wondering because t h e r e  was 
some guys s a i d  we were going burn t h a t  v i l l a g e .  They s a i d ,  
"No, we ' r e  n o t  going t o  burn i t  no more ," you know, l i k e  t h a t .  

Q You d i d n ' t  g e t  it from t h e  p la toon l e a d e r  o r  any-
t h i n g  l i k e  t h a t ?  

A. No. So I go t  b l a s t e d  a t  m e ,  you know, Sergeant  
WHITTAKER, s a i d  no more burning,  you know, I g o t  t h e  word 
you c a n ' t  burn and t h i s  came from I guess  Sergeant  MCCLOUD. 
H e  s a i d  no more burning of t h e  v i l l a g e s .  

Q. Did you h e a r  any rumors t h a t  c i v i l i a n s  had been 
k i l l e d  unnecessa r i ly  by e i t h e r  B/4 /3  o r  C/1/20 on this oper-
a t i o n ?  

A. No, I d i d n ' t .  Maybe some a c c i d e n t a l  dea ths  may-
b e ,  b u t  t h i s - - l i k e  I say a l o t  of you g e t  rumors, s e e .  A l o t  
of guys say  t h i s  was, I heard t h a t  John JONES s h o t  Jack WILLY, 
you know, by acc iden t .  Not see ing  t h i s  I won' t  pay any a t -
t e n t i o n  t o  him. Like I say ,  I heard rumors of a couple c i v i l -
ians g e t t i n g  k i l l e d .  D i f f e r e n t  guys t a l k i n g  about i t ,  t h a t ' s  
about it. But t h e r e  w a s n ' t  no o f f i c i a l  word on it. 
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A .  No, I d i d n ' t  s e e  no one abuse any of t h e  people,  
you know, i n  no way l i k e  you s a i d ,  j u s t  shoot ing  them un-
n e c e s s a r i l y ,  d e l i b e r a t e l y .  No, I d i d n ' t  s e e  any c i v i l i a n s  
g e t  killed and I d i d n 3 t  s e e  i i k e  no i n t e r p r e t e r s  o r  no one 
b e a t i n g  on one. 

Q- Did you s e e  any evidence of anything happening? 

A. Other than wi th  t h a t  lady  up t h e r e .  I r e a l l y  d idn '  t 
s e e  no blood o r  nothing,  you know, l i k e  on t h e  ground. Like 
when people g e t  k i l l e d  you supposed t o  s e e  blood. I d i d n ' t  
s e e  any blood. 

Q Do you have any f u r t h e r  s ta tements  o r  any f u r t h e r  
testimony t h a t  might a s s i s t  i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A. No, I d o n ' t .  

Q Did you have a camera? 

A.  No, I d i d n ' t .  

COL WILSON: I reques t  t h a t  you n o t  d i s c u s s  your testimony 
i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  wi th  o t h e r s ,  inc lud ing  o t h e r  wi tnesses  
of t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  except  a s  you may be requ i red  t o  do 
so  be fo re  a competent j u d i c i a l ,  l e g i s l a t i v e ,  o r  admin i s t r a t ive  
body. 

The hear ing  w i l l  r ecess .  

(The hear ing  recessed  a t  1700 hours ,  7 February 
1970.) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: ANDERSON, Anthony 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 6 February 1 9 7 0  

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 1 6  MARCH 1968: Squad Leader, Second 
Squad, Weapons Platoon,  B/4/3. 

1. PRIOR T R A I N I N G  I N  THE RULES OF LAND WARFARE. 

The wi tness  rece ived  c l a s s e s  concerning t h e  Geneva 
Conventions and t h e  l e g a l i t y  of o rde r s  whi le  s t a t i o n e d  i n  
Germany (pg. 2 ) .  He a l s o  rece ived  t r a i n i n g  a t  t h e  ~ r n e r i c a l  
Combat Center when he a r r i v e d  i n  Vietnam as a replacement 
(pg. 3 )  -
2. PmOPERATIONAL PLANS AND BRIEFINGS. 

The wi tness  f i r s t  heard of t h e  16 March 1968 opera t ion  
on t h e  15 th  from h i s  p la toon  se rgean t  (pg. 4 ) .  H e  r e c a l l e d  
t h a t  h i s  company was t o  combat a s s a u l t  i n t o  ~ i n k v i l l e ,  
search  and cordon t h e  a r e a ,  and se t  up a blocking f o r c e  
f o r  C Company (pg. 5 ) . He could n o t  remember anything 
p a r t i c u l a r l y  unusual about t h e  b r i e f i n g  (pg. 6 ) .  The word 
w a s  t o  expect  two V i e t  Cong companies i n  t h e  a r e a  (pg. 6 ) .  

3. THE COMBAT ASSAULT. 

a. A c t i v i t i e s  aE 16 March. 

The wi tness  could r e c a l l ' n e i t h e r  enemy nor 
f r i e n d l y  f i r e  upon landing (pg. 9 ) .  H e  r e c a l l e d  Lieutenant  
COCHRAN being k i l l e d  by a booby t r a p  (pgs. 9 ,  1 0 ) .  The f i r s t  
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p l a toon  w a s  moving when the w i t n e s s  landed.  is u n i t  s e t  
up s e c u r i t y  f o r  t h e  CP u n t i l  a l l  t h e  t r o o p s  had been l i f t e d  
i n  and f o r  a d u s t o f f  coming i n  f o r  t h o s e  wounded by t h e  mine 
(pg.  1 ) .  A f t e r  COCHRAN was k i l l e d , h e  r e c a l l e d  f i r i n g  m o r t a r  
f o r  H & I  t o  cover  t h e  f i r s t  p l a t o o n ' s  c r o s s i n g  t h e  b r i d g e ,  b u t  
he could n o t  remember h e a r i n g  smal l  arms f i r e  from t h e  o t h e r  
s i d e  of  t h e  b r i d g e  (pg. 1 5 ) .  The mortar  was f i r e d  from 
one s i d e  of  t h e  l and ing  a r e a  (pg. 1 6 ) .  his f i r e  w a s  n o t  
preplanned (pg.  1 7 ) .  H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  he  d i scove red  some 
dud rounds they  had f i r e d  on t h e  beach on t h e  1 8 t h  (pgs .  18 ,  
34 ) .  H e  r e c a l l e d  Vietnamese i n t e r r o g a t i n g  s u s p e c t s  a t  
the n i g h t  l a a g e r  p o s i t i o n  and s l a p p i n g  one s u s p e c t  (pg.  2 1 ) .  
H e  a l s o  saw ~ i e u t e n a n t  JOHNSON i n t e r r o g a t i n g  s u s p e c t s  on 
t h e  1 6 t h ,  b u t  r e c a l l e d  no rough t r e a t m e n t  (pg.  22) . The 
wi tnes s  s t a t e d  t h a t  he  d i d  n o t  b e l i e v e  s u s p e c t s  were r e l e a s e d  
u n t i l  t h e  companies l e f t  t h e  laager a r e a  (pg. 24 ) .  He 
added t h a t  A R V N 1 s  were i n t e r r o g a t i n g  s u s p e c t s ,  t a k i n g  them 
some 200 f e e t  t o  an a r e a  behind t r e e s  where t h e  U.S. t r o o p s  
could  n o t  see them (pg. 2 6 ) .  He heard  t h a t  one of t h e  
s u s p e c t s  had been s h o t  (pg. 2 7 ) .  That  n i g h t  h i s  mor t a r  
f i r e d  i l l u m i n a t i o n  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  p l a toon  (pg.  2 8 ) .  The 
wi tnes s  could  n o t  recal l  anyth ing  unusual  happening t h a t  
n i g h t  (pg. 29) . 

A c t i v i t i e s  on 17 March. 

The w i t n e s s  remembered h e a r i n g  an exp los ion  n e a r  
t h e  b r i d g e  they  were approaching and t h e  EOD men moving t o  
t h e  f r o n t  and marking t h e  mines (pg. 3 0 ) .  He r e c a l l e d  t h e  
dus to f f  f o r  TAYLOR who was wounded, b u t  he  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  
o t h e r  a i r c r a f t  (pg.  3 0 ) .  A f t e r  c r o s s i n g  t h e  b r i d g e  t h e  
w i tnes s  se t  up h i s  mor t a r  and t h e  p l a toon  moved n o r t h ,  
r e t u r n e d ,  and t h e  whole group moved sou th  through a n  
abandoned v i l l a g e .  The u n i t  was r e s u p p l i e d  t h a t  day 
(pg. 3 4 ) .  I n  t h e  l a a g e r  a r e a  eve ry th ing  was des t royed ;  
however, the w i t n e s s  saw no bod ie s  t h e r e  (pg. 3 6 ) .  The 
wi tnes s  r e l a t e d  f u r t h e r  t h a t  he  saw a l o t  of smoke from 
where h i s  u n i t  was o p e r a t i n g  (pg. 3 8 ) .  An o r d e r  came down 
t o  s t o p  t h e  burn ing  t h a t  day (pg.  47 ) .  

A c t i v i t i e s  of  t h e  18 th  and 19 th .  

On 18 March t h e  dud mor ta r  rounds were l o o a t e d  
nea r  t h e  beach 'and EOD pe r sonne l  exploded them (pg. 3 7 )  . 
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H i s  p l a t o o n  moved through v i l l a g e s  rounding up people  f o r  
t h e  MEDCAP team o p e r a t i n g  t h e r e  (pg.  3 9 ) .  H e  s a w  some 
i n t e r r o g a t o r s  o p e r a t i n g  i n  t h e  a r e a ,  b u t  saw no harsh  
techniques  used.  H e  d i d  hea r  t h a t  c a p t a i n  MICHLES had 
b e a t e n  a p r i s o n e r  (pg. 4 0 ) .  Th is  p r i s o n e r  was t r e a t e d  by 
the w i t n e s s '  p l a t o o n  medic (pg.  4 0 ) .  That  n i g h t  dur ing  t h e  
mor ta r  a t t a c k  sma l l  arms f i r e  was r e c e i v e d .  Mortar f i r e  
was r e t u r n e d  (pg.  4 1 )  . The w i t n e s s  opined t h a t  t h e  enemy 
mor ta r  f i r e  was f i r e d  by t r a i n e d  pe r sonne l  w i th  t h e  proper  
equipment (pg. 42 ) .  There were ARVN's i n  t h e  l a a g e r  
p o s i t i o n  (pg. 45) . 
4. KNOWLEDGE OF INCIDENTS. 

The w i t n e s s  heard  rumors t h a t  C Company had k i l l e d  
c i v i l i a n s  (pg.  4 7 ) .  H e  a l s o  had spoken wi th  MILUS who was 
bragging  abou t  having k i l l e d  a p regnant  woman w i t h  a 
machinegun (pg.  4 8 ) .  He a l s o  hea rd  t h a t  TAYLOR o r  
HOOTON had s h o t  a  baby (pg. 49) . 
5. OTHER INFORMATION. 

a. No one eve r  t o l d  t h i s  w i t n e s s  o r  any o f  h i s  
comrades n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  (pg.  4 9 ) .  

b .  Mari juana was used by q u i t e  a  few men, b u t  n o t  on 
o p e r a t i o n s  (pg. 5 0 )  . 
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EXHIBIT 
NUMBER 

M- 2 

M- 3 

M-81 

P-18 

. 	. 

P- 19 

P-20 

P-21 

. 	 P-23 

P-33 -

P-203 

P-204 

P-205 

P-206 

P-185 

P-207 

P-208 

P-209 

EXHIBITS 

s -

DESCRIPTION NOTES 	 PAGES 

1 

MACV Card "Nine Rulesu-  W i t  had s een .  3 
MACV Card "The Enemy i n  
Your Hands " W i t  was i s s u e d .  3 

I n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  w i t n e s s  Read by  w i t n e s s .  3 
W i t  c ou ld  n o t  

Misce l l aneous  Scene r e c a l l .  1 9- W i t  r e cogn i zed  
HUFFMAN. 23 

Misce l l aneous  Scene W i t  r-ed a r e a  - 1 9  
W i t  c ou ld  n o t  re-

Misce l l aneous  Scene c a l l .  3.0 
Witness  r e cogn i zed  

Misce l l aneous  Scene " B u l l "  JOHNSON. 2 1  
W i t  c ou ld  n o t - r e -  

Mi sce l l aneous  Scene c a l l .  22 
W i t  d i d  n o t  re-

photo  o f  PRVN'S c o s n i  z e  . 2 3  

Pho to  of LZ U p t i s h t  W i t  r e coqn i zed .  23 

Pho to  e n r o u t e  t o  CA Shown t o  w i t n e s s .  - 23 

Photo  o f  l i f t s  	 Shown to !  w i t n e s s .  23 ' 

Photo  o f  CA a r e a  Shown to '  w i t n e s s .  ' 2 3  

Photo  o f  B/4/3 a r e a  W i t  u t i l i z e d .  1 18 ,38  
I 1 

Shown t o ,  w i t n e s s .  3 3  

Photo  o f  r o c k e t s  i n t o  LZ Shown t o ' w i t n e s s .  23 - 24-26, 
Pho to  o f  16 Mar l a a g e r  W i t  r e c o g n i z e d .  28 

s ~ h o t o  o'f 16 Mar l a a g e r  l ~ i trecoqn i zed .  1 24,28 
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E X H I B I T S  

EXHIBIT - -
NUMBER D E S C R I P T I O N  NOTES PAGES 

1 


Wit reco nized, 
t-

I
MAP-4 M ~ D6739 I1 (small scam Wit oriented. I 8 
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(The hea r ing  w a s  reconvened a t  1432 hours, ,  
6 February 1970.)  

COL WILSON: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR : The fo l lowing  named persons  a r e  p r e s e n t :  
COL WILSON and MAJ THOMAS. 

The n e x t  w i tnes s  i s  M r .  Anthony ANDERSON. 

(MR ANDERSON was c a l l e d  a s  w i t n e s s ,  w a s  sworn, and 
t e s t i f i e d  as fo l lows  :) 

P l e a s e  s ta te  your  f u l l  name, occupa t ion ,  
and r e s i d e n c e .  

A. Anthony ANDERSON: Telephone I n s t a l l e r ,  I nd i ana  
Bell; 424 West 40th S t r e e t ,  I n d i a n a p o l i s ,  I nd i ana .  

COL WILSON: M r .  Anderson have you d i s c u s s e d  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  
w i t h  anybody p r i o r  t o  coming t o  t h i s  hea r ing?  

The o p e r a t i o n  on --A.  

Q ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  The 1 5 t h ,  1 6 t h ,  1 7 t h ,  1 8 t h ,  1 9 t h  March. 

A,  I was t a l k i n g  t o  MACHUSICK on t h e  phone. 

Q MACHUSICK? 

\ A. Yeah. 

Q W e  are n o t  s ay ing  anybody from--we a r e  t a l k i n g  
about  from B Company. 

A. From B Company? 

Q Y e s .  

A. WARNER and MORENO. 

Q- Since  you have been i n  town? 

A. Y e s ,  That  would be about  a l l .  

Q - What w a s  your assignment w i t h  B/4/3 on 
1 6  March 1968? 

A. Squad l e a d e r ,  weapons p l a toon .  
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Q- Which squad? 

A. Second squad. 

Q. Do you recall  r e c e i v i n g  any m i l i t a r y  j u s t i c e
t r a i n i n g  o r  p o s s i b l y  Geneva Convention t r a i n i n g  about  t h e  
l e g a l i t y  and i l l e g a l i t y - of  o r d e r s ,  l e g a l  o r d e r s  ve r sus  
i l l e g a l  o r d e r s ?  Did you e v e r  h e a r  anyth ing  about  t h a t ?  

A. They t o l d  me what a l awfu l  o r d e r  w a s  and what 
an unlawful  o r d e r  w a s .  

Q What d i d  they  t e l l  you? 

A. I c a n ' t  remember e x a c t l y .  I w a s  i n  Germany. 
That  is where I had most of t h e  Code of  Conduct. 

, They s a i d  t h a t  a l awfu l  o r d e r  i f  it goes 
a g a i n s t  t h e  Code of Conduct o r  moral s t a n d a r d s ,  it w a s  
a c t u a l l y  a unlawful  o r d e r  and you wouldn ' t  be c o u r t -
m a r t i a l e d ,  i f  you disobeyed t h i s .  

Q You g o t  t h i s  i n  Germany? 

A. Y e s .  

Q. 
t r a i n i n g ?  

You d idn  ' t t h i s  i n  any o t h e r  p a r t  o f  your  

A. P r i o r  t o  going t o  Vietnam I was never  t r a i n e d  
i n  t h i s .  I was j u s t  s e n t  t h e r e .  

Q. Did you t a k e  an i n t e r - t h e a t e r  t r a n s f e r  from 
Germany t o  Vietnam? 

A. - Y e s .  

Q. How long  were you w i t h  B/4 /3?  

A. I b e l i e v e  I g o t  w i t h  them about  t h e  f i r s t  o f  
March--no, I mean February.  

A.  Y e s .  
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& a  You were a replacement then  a f t e r  they  g o t  
i n t o  t h e  country? 

A.  Yes, I was. 

Q I have an Exh ib i t  M-2 which is f a c s i m i l e  of a 
MACV ca rd  e n t i t l e d ,  "Nine Rules." Have you e v e r  seen  
t h a t  card?  

A. Y e s .  

Q. You have? 

A. They gave i t  t o  me i n  t h e  America1 Combat 
Center.  

Q You g o t  a copy of it then? 

A. We were going t o  c l a s s e s  and they have t h e  
t r a i n i n g  a i d s  and they showed us t h a t .  

Q. Did they g ive  you a card?  

A. No. I d i d n ' t  g e t  anything. 

Q How about Exh ib i t  M-3 e n t i t l e d ,  "The Enemy 
I n  Your Hands." Have you e v e r  seen  t h a t  card? 

A. Y e s ,  I had t h i s  one. 

Q Did they g i v e  you this one? 

A. Yes. 

Q. I f  you rernembe; t h e  e x h i b i t  (Exhib i t  M-81) 
we handed t o  you t e l l i n g  you t h i s  i s  an i n t e r v i e w  team 
of General  PEERS Inqui ry  and how w e  a r e  going t o  conduct 
t h e  in te rv iew,  we s a i d  t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  t h i n g  w e  would 
be i n t e r e s t e d  i n  would be t h e  b r i e f i n g  o r  informat ion  
t h a t  you rece ived  p r i o r  t o  conduct of t h e  combat a s s a u l t  
i n  t h e  Son My o r  P i n k v i l l e  a r e a  on t h e  16 th  o f  March. 

Now, I want t o  be s u r e  you have t h i s  pa r t i cu -
l a r  ope ra t ion  c l e a r  i n  your mind t h a t  w e  a r e  t a l k i n g  
about.  W e  a r e  t a l k i n g  abdut t h e  opera t ions  t h a t  
Lieutenant  COCHRAN was k i l l e d  on t h e  f i r s t  day and MILUS 
was k i l l e d  on t h e  l a s t  day. That b racke t s  it i n .  
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On t h e  15 th  of March B Company was a t  f i r e  
base Uptight .  

A. Y e s .  

Q Now, on t h e  16th  of March, e a r l y  t h a t  morning 
you were supposed t o  t a k e  o f f  f o r  a combat a s s a u l t .  Do you 
know where you go t  t h i s  information.  

A. Captain MICHLES was t h e  CO. He g o t  t h e  p la toon 
l e a d e r s  t o g e t h e r ,  and they  passed the  word down t o  
p la toon se rgean t s  and squad l e a d e r s ,  and then  w e  passed it 
out  t o  t h e  men. 

Q You g o t  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s ,  a s  a squad l e a d e r ,  from 
t h e  p la toon l eader?  

A. Y e s ,  i t  was t h e  p la toon se rgean t  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  

Q Did Sergeant  VANN b r i e f  o r  g i v e  t h e  o rde r s  t o  
a l l  of t h e  squad l e a d e r s ?  

A .  Yes. 

Q Did he inc lude  anybody e l s e  i n  t h a t  group? 

A. Well, he was t a l k i n g  d i r e c t l y  t o  t h e  squad l e a d e r s .  
However, a t  t imes o t h e r  members of t h e  p la toon would be around 
t o  make s u r e  they g e t  i t  r i g h t .  

Q. The medic? 

A. Y e s ,  and t h e  RTO. 

Q. How about your f i r e  d i r e c t i o n  computer? 

A. - He was t h e  RTO. 

Q The RTO a l s o .  

A. Y e s .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  what you were t o l d ?  
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A. He s a i d  t h a t  w e  were going i n t o  P i n k v i l l e  
on a combat a s s a u l t  and t h a t  w e  would be a c t i n g  mostly 
a s  a blocking f o r c e  f o r  Char l i e  Company and something l i k e  
a sea rch  and cordon. It was a new t h i n g  they has  j u s t  s t a r t e d  
over  t h e r e .  

Q What e l s e ?  Do you have any o t h e r  information? 

A .  They showed us on t h e  map where w e  were t o  s e t  
down and where t h e  d i r e c t i o n  each p la toon  was going ,  
because t h e  squad l e a d e r s  would have t o  know t h a t ,  'where 
they  would be a t  o r  t h e  u n i t  would be.  I b e l i e v e  t h e  1st 
Pla toon was a l ready t h e r e  be fo re  t h e  r e s t  of t h e  company 
came i n .  

Q Maybe you ' r e  g e t t i n g  i n t o  t h e  opera t ions .  L e t ' s  
s t i c k  w i t h  t h e  b r i e f i n g  you g o t  on t h e  15 th .  Did you know 
how long you were going t o  be ou t  t h e r e ?  

A. No, n o t  e x a c t l y .  

Q Was t h e r e  anything s a i d  about ca r ry ing  e x t r a  
ammunition o r  e x t r a  equipment? 

A .  No, we always c a r r i e d  t h e  s t andard  load .  

Q There was nothing unusual from any o t h e r  opera t ion?  

A. No. 

Q Was anything s a i d  about t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  
v i l l a g e s  and t h e  burning of hootches? 

A. No. 

Q Nothing? 

A. N o .  

Q How about t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  of foodstock? 

A. W e  were supposed to--

8 ( In te rpos ing)  Anything unusual o r  d i f f e r e n t  
from normal opera t ions?  

A. No. 
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Q What I am a sk ing  you is  i f  you were g iven  any s p e c i f i c
i n s t r u c t i o n s  on t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  o p e r a t i o n  which were d i f f e r e n t  
from day t o  day o p e r a t i o n s ?  

A.  No. 

Q. How about  i n h a b i t a n t s ?  Was t h e r e  any th ing  s a i d  
about  how t h e  people  of t h e  a r e a  were t o  be  handled? 

A. I guess  you might say l i k e  we normally do. W e  go 
i n  and s e a r c h  t h e i r  hootches  and bunkers and make s u r e  no one 
was h i d i n g  i n  them, and W e  would t r y  t o  ask .  them, i n  broken 
ph rases  t h a t  w e  knew, whether  t h e r e  was any VC i n  t h e  a r e a  
and t h a t  was about  it. 

Q. Were you t o l d  anyth ing  about  t h e  enemy s i t u a t i o n ?  
Anything about  what t h e y  were doing down t h e r e ?  

A.  Yeah. 

Q What d i d  t hey  t e l l  you? 

A .  They s a i d ,  I b e l i e v e  it was supposed t o  be two 
companies of some VC f o r c e s ,  and we were going t o  s e a r c h  f o r  
t h e n  2nd s e e  i f  w e  cou ld  g e t  t h e n  o r  push t h e m  away. 

Q Do you know what t h e  l s t ,  2d,  and 3d P la toons  were 
supposed t o  do? 

A .  They w a s  supposed to--on l and ing  we--the 1st 
P la toon  s e t  up the--

Q . ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  S e c u r i t y ?  

A. S e c u r i t y  f o r  t h e  LZ. 

Q 1st Pla toon  was suppose t o  s e t  up s e c u r i t y ?  

A.  I b e l i e v e  it wasp  because t h e  1 s t  P l a toon  was 
t h e r e  a l r e a d y .  

& No, t h e  1st  P la toon  w a s n ' t .  The 1st Pla toon  was a t  
Upt igh t .  I t h i n k  where you g o t  it wrong--when we g e t  i n t o  
t h e  o p e r a t i o n  you w i l l  s e e  t hey  were i n  l o c a t i o n  b e f o r e  t h e  
r e s t  of  t h e  company? 
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A. The 1st Platoon was o u t  i n  t h e  f i e l d  when Lieutenant  
COCHRAN go t  k i l l e d .  

Q ; Yes, b u t  you a l l  went o u t  toge the r .  We ' l l  g e t  t o  
t h a t .  I t ' s  been 2 yea r s  ago now. We can give you a p r e t t y  
good i n d i c a t i o n  of where t h i n g s  were. You th ink  the  1st Platoon 
w a s  supposed t o  s e t  up the  s e c u r i t y  f o r  t h e  LZ. 

A.  Yes, because I know I was wi th  p a r t  of the  2d 
Pla toon t h a t  came i n .  The' 2d Pla toon and weapons p la toon 
were t o g e t h e r  a t  the  LZ.  

Q The 1st Platoon was suppose t o  secure  t h e  LZ. 
What were t h e  2d and 3d Platoons supposed t o  do? 

A. I c a n ' t  r e a l l y  remember. 

Q. Do you know i f  they had a d i f f e r e n t  mission 
bes ides  secur ing  t h e  LZ? 

A. Yes, they went across  the  br idge .  

Q-. A s  I understand, t h e  mortar p la toon usua l ly  
c a r r i e d  one mortar  and everybody c a r r i e d  ammunition. 

A. Y e s ,  r i g h t .  

Q- What happened t o  t h e  squads i n  a  case l i k e  t h i s ?  
Do t h e  squads maintain t h e i r  squad i n t e g r i t y  o r  does one 
squad pass  t h e  mortar t o  another  one o r  how does t h a t  happen? 

A. Usual ly,  l i k e  my squad would have t h e  mortar.  

Q. Yes. 

A. And we would c a r r y  it 1 day and t h e  f i r s t  
squad would s o r t  of equal  it o u t  by ca r ry ing  t h e  ammo 
and water .  

Q. The mortar s t a y s  wi th  one squad, and the  ammunition 
is broken down i n t o  t h r e e  squads? 

A. Yes. 

Q. You passed it then? 

A. Y e s .  
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Q. When the  mortar breaks i n t o  t h r e e  loads ;  base 
p l a t e ,  t r i p o d ,  and tube ,  is  t h a t  mortar broken down 
i n t o  the  t h r e e  squads? 

A. No, t h e  mortar  s t a y s  with one squad. 

Q And you pass t h e  mortar from time t o  time t o  
another  squad? Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q. How many men from t h e  mortar p la toon went 
t o  t h e  f i e l d  t h a t  day? 

A.  A l l  t h a t  I knew o f .  

Q. The whole platoon? Nobody s tayed behind? 

A .  None t h a t  I know o f .  The ones t h a t  I met when 
I came t h e r e .  

Q. Have you been a b l e  t o  f i l l  t h a t  ou t  according 
t o  the  people i n  your squad t h a t  day ( r e f e r r i n g  t o  a p la toon 
r o s t e r )  ? 

A. I remembered two of them, I ' m  not  s u r e  about 
the  o t h e r s .  

Q L e t ' s  g e t  t o  the  opera t ions  now. What I a m  
going t o  do i s  show you what t h e  concept of t h e  opera t ion  
was and we w i l l  look a t  t h i s  photograph and g e t  you 
a good view of the  a r e a  a s  we l l  a s  we can and then  
I want you t o  f i l l  i n  what you remember, t h a t  we d o n ' t  
a l ready have some information on. We ' l l  look a t  some 
photographs, and w e ' l l  t r y  t o  do t h i s  from day t o  
day t o  see  i f  we can b r i n g  it back, because we ' re  
t a l k i n g  about a p r e t t y  good time here .  

(COL WILSON o r i e n t s  witness  on Exh ib i t  MAP-4) 

This i s  t h e  day of t h e  16th.  Now, a t  0815 the  
f i r s t  l i f t  touched down. D o  you know i f  you were on t h e  f i r s t  
o r  second l i f t ?  
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A. I b e l i e v e  it was t h e  second. 

Q. Do you know which p la toon you were, o r  who else w a s  
on t h i s  l i f t  bes ides  t h e  mortar  p la toon?  

A. The 1st of t h e  2d Platoon. 

Q The f i r s t  l i f t  touched down a t  0815. The second 
l i f t  touched down a t  0827. I th ink  everybody was closed i n  
p r e t t y  good by 0830 o r  0840, somewhere around t h e r e .  From 
t h a t  time and we a r e  t a l k i n g  about ,  0840 i f  i t  touched down 
of t h e  second l i f t  was 0825 you have t o  g ive  people time t o  
g e t  o f f  of t h e  a i r c r a f t .  I have a couple ques t ions  about 
t h a t  landing. 

Was t h e r e  any f i r e  from t h e  ground a s  you approached 
t h e  landing zone? 

A. I c a n ' t  r e a l l y  say f o r  s u r e .  

Q. Were your doorgunners f i r i n g ?  

A. No, they d idn '  t.. 

Q When you g o t  o f f  of t h e . a i r c r a f t ,  was t h e r e  any 
f i r i n g  going on? 

A. When I g o t  of f  t h e  a i r c r a f t ?  

Q Yes? 

A. N o .  

Q - A l l  r i g h t .  Now, from about t h e  t ime 0840, which 
would g ive  us a reasonable  f i g u r e  f o r  everybody t o  unload from 
the h e l i c o p t e r s ,  t h e  f i r s t  booby t r a p  t r i g g e r e d ,  which i s  the 
one t h a t  k i l l e d  Lieutenant  COCHRAN and wounded f o u r  men was 
a t  0845, s o  he c o u l d n ' t  have moved too  f a r .  

A. I would say  he was n o t  over 50 y a r s  from me when 
he g o t  k i l l e d .  

Q You p u t  him south  of t h e  road? 

A. I might have seen  t h e  road o r  a d i r t  t r a i l .  

Q. It was a d i r t  road? 
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A. It could have been south  of me. I t  could have 
been on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e .  The only  t h i n g  I remember i s  where 
he s a t  down and then he  g o t  up again t o  l eave  and then  came 
back and then -the booby t r a p  went o f f .  

Q A t  t h e  t i m e  t h a t  t h e  2d Platoon moved o f f  and I'm 
n o t  s u r e  which moved f i r s t ,  t h e  1st  Platoon moved toward t h e  
br idge .  I d o n ' t  know who moved f i r s t ,  do you? 

A. The 1st Platoon a i d .  

& The 1st Platoon moved ou t?  

A. Yes. They moved o u t  j u s t  a s  w e  g o t  o f f  of t h e  
h e l i c o p t e r  and t h e  2d Platoon took over t h e  s e c u r i t y  of t h e  LZ. 

Q The 1st Platoon moved out  r e a l l y  b e f o r e  you a l l  
landed o r  they  were i n  process  when you landed? 

A. Right. I n  f a c t ,  I remember see ing  some of t h e  
people from the  1st Platoon moving. That i s  when my s h i p  
was coming down. 

Q And t h e  1st Platoon began moving toward t h e  e a s t ?  

A. Toward t h e  s e a .  

Q What was your r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  t h e  2d Platoon? 
Were you supposed t o  fol low t h e  2d Platoon? 

A. No. We s t a y e d  w i t h  t h e  CP.  

Q.  You s tayed  wi th  the CP? 

A. Y e s .  

Q. D i d  t h e  CP fol low t h e  2d Platoon? 

A .  No. W e  were a c t i n g  as  s e c u r i t y  f o r  them u n t i l  
t h e  3d Platoon came i n  and w e  had t o  s t a y  sea rch ing  the 
a r e a ,  I t h i n k .  
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Q- And, as you exp la ined  it t o  me, t h e  2d P la toon  
moved o f f  and you were s t i l l  on t h e  l and ing  zone s e c u r i n g  
t h e  CP when t h e  2d P la toon  moved o f f ?  

A. Yes. 

Q And s t i l l  t h e r e  when L ieu tenan t  COCHRAN h i t  
t h e  mine? 

A.  Yes. 

Q And you h a d n ' t  formed up i n t o  a column t o  fo l low 
t h a t  p l a t o o n  o r  anyth ing .  You w e r e  s t i l l  on t h e  LZ s e c u r i n g  
t h e  CP when he  h i t  t h e  mine? 

A. Right .  

Q. And t h e n  what happened? 

A. A f t e r  L ieu t enan t  COCHRAN h i t  t h e  mine? 

Q- Y e s .  

A.  I ' m  n o t  t o o  s u r e .  

Q Do you reine~tbera sh ip  ~oif i i i~giii and evacua t ing  
t h o s e  wounded? 

A. Y e s .  

Q Now, t h e  nex t  t h i n g  we show is  t h a t  a t  0 9 3 0 ,  
t h a t  is  4 5 '  minutes  l a t e r ,  a second booby t r a p  w a s  t r i p p e d .  

A. Y e s .  

Q. And t h e r e  were t h r e e  wounded on t h a t  one.  T h i s ,  
accord ing  t o  what w e  can c l o s e l y  f i g u r e ,  was w i t h i n  a few 
hundred meters o f  where L i e u t e n a n t  COCHRAN was k i l l e d .  Do 
you remember t h a t  one? 

A. N o .  The only  two t h a t  I remember w e r e  L i eu t enan t  
COCHRAN and TAYLOR. 

Q. That  w a s  t h e  n e x t  day t h a t  TAYLOR was h i t .  

A. Y e s .  
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Q That  same day t h a t  COCHRAN was k i l l e d ,  4 5  minutes 
l a t e r ,  a second group h i t  a mine and t h e r e  w e r e  t h r e e  wounded 
and evacua ted .  A 45 minutes  d i f f e r e n c e .  That  gave them, a 
t o t a l  of about  seven e i t h e r  k i l l e d  o r  wounded w i t h i n  t h a t  
h o u r ' s  t i m e  frame. 

Now, w e  unders tand  from some peop le ,  t h e  miss ion  
was changed a t  t h a t  p o i n t .  The 2d P la toon  w a s  o r i g i n a l l y  
supposed t o  sweep P i n k v i l l e ,  s e a r c h  it. I ' m  t a l k i n g  about  
t h i s  v i l l a g e  t h a t ' s  shown on t h e  photograph.  They were 
supposed t o  sweep t h i s  a r e a  and Colonel  BARKER, when he 
hea rd  about t h e s e  two groups of  c a s u a l t i e s  down t h e r e ,  r ad ioed  
down and s a i d ,  "Don' t  search- -don ' t  go i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e . "  
Did you h e a r  anyth ing  about  t h a t  o r  do you know i f  t h e  o r i g i -
n a l  concept  w a s  t o  s e a r c h  P i n k v i l l e ,  My Lai  ( I ) ?  

A .  W e l l ,  our  p l a t o o n ,  t h e  2d P la toon  was going 
through t h e r e ,  and I c o u l d n ' t  r e a l l y  s a y  f o r  s u r e ,  b u t  I 
t h i n k  they  d i d  p u l l  back and t h e n  w e  went a c r o s s  t h e  br idge--
t h a t  ' s n o t  r i g h t .  

Q i n  o t h e r  words, t h i s  p l a toon  took seven  casua l -
t ies  t h e r e ,  w i t h i n  t h e  f i r s t  hour o r  2 ,  and t h e r e  was some 
change h e r e .  I d o n ' t  know e x a c t l y  what it was. I t  appeared 
t h a t  maybe t h e  3d P la toon  took ove r  what t h e  2d P la toon  was 
doing.  

A. Y e s ,  I remember t h e  3d Pla toon  g e t t i n g  on l i n e .  

Q Did they  moved on i i n e ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q Well t h e n ,  l e t  me  ask you t h i s  q u e s t i o n .  A t  
t h e  t ime t h a t  t h e  2d P la toon  s t a r t e d  moving n o r t h  and you 
were s t i l l  down t h e r e  on t h e  LZ s e c u r i n g  t h e  C P ,  what was 
t h e  3d Pla toon  doing? Were they  moving o f f  i n  a d i f f e r e n t  
d i r e c t i o n ?  

A .  Y e s ,  t h e  2d P la toon ,  t hey  would move t h i s  way and 
t h e  3d P la toon  was moving nor thwes t?  

Q A l l  r i g h t ,  t h e  2d P la toon  was moving n o r t h ,  and 
t h e  3d P la toon  was moving nor thwes t .  

A. Right .  

Q Did t h e  3d P la toon  come ove r  and move o v e r  i n  
t h e  2d P l a t o o n ' s  p o s i t i o n  a f t e r  t h e s e  c a s u a l t i e s ,  o r  do you 
know? 
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A. I c o u l d n ' t  t e l l  you f o r  s u r e .  

Q* Now, you d i d n ' t  see t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  come i n  and 
evacua te  t h e  second group of c a s u a l t i e s ?  

,A. No, I couldnl  t say  t h a t  e i t h e r .  

Q Because you d o n ' t  remember t h e  second group
anyhow? 

A .  No. The only t h i n g  t h a t  r e a l l y  s t o o d  o u t  i n  
my mind was L ieu tenan t  COCHRAN, because he was t h e  f i r s t  
man I had s e e n  k i l l e d .  

Q • And you saw t h a t  because you w e r e  on ly  a few 
ya rds  from him? 

A.  Y e s .  

Q Did you have any communications t h a t  day? Did 
you have a r a d i o ?  

A .  Our p la toon?  

Q You. 

A .  No. 

Q The p l a t o o n  had one? 

A. Y e s .  Our r a d i o s  w e r e  g iven t o  t h e  o t h e r  p l a toon ,  
because t h e i r s  went bad. 

Q Were you n e a r  a r a d i o  a t  a l l ?  Did you h e a r  any
r a d i o  communications? 

A .  No. 

Q Did you have t h e  mortar  t h a t  day o r  d i d  
you have t h e  ammo? 

A. I had t h e  ammo. 

Q Which squad had the mor tar?  

A. I b e l i e v e  it was Se rgean t  HARRIS1 squad. 

Q Sergea n t  HARRIS? 
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A. Y e s .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  that morning s e t t i n g  t h e  mortar  up 
and providing suppor t ing  f i r e  f o r  t h e  1st Platoon c ross ing  
t h e  br idge?  

A .  Yes. 

Q. YOU do? 

A .  Yes. 

Q Do you remember BRETENSTEIN? 

A .  He was t h e  FO f o r  t h e  1st Platoon. 

Q FO f o r  t h e  1st Platoon.  H e  s a i d  they  g o t  f i v e  81  
rounds over  t h e r e  and t h r e e  of them were duds. Did you 
h e a r  about t h a t ?  

A. Yes, I saw him when we were on t h e  s e a  sweeping 
the coas t .  We saw t h e  duds and blowed them up. CU 

0 
Q. They f i r e d  t h i s  v o l l e y  of f i v e  rounds and t h e r e  ~t 
was some ques t ion  a f t e r  t h e  t h r e e  duds, Captain MICHLES 
g e t t i n g  on the  r a d i o  say ing ,  "Discontinue mor tar  f i r e  and v 
u s e  nachinegun." D i d  you hear anything &out t h i s ?  - IC?' 

. ' 

A. No. They t o l d  us t o  cease  f i r e  and then  l a t e r  
on I d i d  h e a r  machine gun f i r e .  

Q You were t o l d  t o  cease f i r e .  Were you on the 
gun a t  t h a t  time? 

I was checking and making s u r e  they  were r i g h t .  

Q But you d o n ' t  r e c a l l  what time t h i s  mor tar  fire 
took p l a c e ,  do you? 

A.  No, I d o n ' t .  

Q. With r e fe rence  t o  when Lieutenant  COCHRAN was 
k i l l e d .  
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A. I t  was a f t e r  he g o t  k i l l e d .  About, oh,  an hour o r  
an hour and a h a l f  a f t e r .  

Q. It was t h a t  l a t e ?  He was k i l l e d  a t  8 :45. This 
would have been about 10:15 t h a t  you gave them t h a t  mortar  
f i r e .  

I would have thought t h a t  t h e  1st  Platoon would 
have been across  t h e  br idge  before  t h a t  t ime,  and my under-
s t and ing  was t h a t ,  and maybe you can h e l p  me, t h a t  was recon 
by f i r e .  They d i d n ' t  r e a l l y  have a t a r g e t .  They w e r e  j u s t  
t r y i n g  t o  pu t  some f i r e  on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of t h a t  br idge .  
Was t h a t  t h e  type  of f i r e  it was? Do you know? 

Q Yes, H & I .  Was t h a t  H b I  f i r e  t h a t  morning? 

A .  We were f i r i n g  t h e  mortar  n o t  a c t u a l l y  a t  them. 
J u s t  throwing them where they might p o s s i b l y  be t o  j u s t  keep 
them down. 

Q Well, they h a d n ' t  c rossed  be fo re  they go t  t h e  
mor tar  f i r e .  I n  f a c t ,  d i d  you h e a r  whether o r  n o t  t h e r e  
was any enemy a c t i o n  over  t h e r e ?  

A. NO,  I c o u l d n ' t  say t h a t .  

Q- A t  t h e  time t h a t  you f i r e d  t h e  mor ta r ,  d id  you 
heard any smal l  arms f i r e  over t h e r e ?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember t h a t  e i t h e r .  

Q Do you know where you were loca ted  a t  t h a t  time? 

A. Where I ,  myself was loca ted?  

Q Well, yes .  Where t h e  gun was i s  what I'm tryipg--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  O n  t h e  LZ.  

Q You were s t i l l  on t h e  LZ? 

A. Off i n t o  t h e  corner  of it. 
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Q S t i l l  i n  t h e  same a r e a  you w e r e  i n  o r i g i n a l l y ?  

A. Yes, where w e  s a t  down. 

Q You had no t  moved n o r t h  a t  a l l ?  

A. No. 

Q Did you assemble t h e  mortar  and pu t  i t  i n  p o s i t i o n  
as soon as  you h i t  t h e  ground? 

A. Y e s .  

& Is t h i s  t h e  normal procedure? 

A .  Yes, it is.  

Q I n  o t h e r  words when you go i n t o  a landing  zone 
you put  your mortar  up r i g h t  away? 

A. Not on t h e  L Z .  

Q But I mean, a t  t h e  t ime.  I f  you move o f f  t o  the 
s i d e  of t h e  LZ you s t i l l  put  t h e  mortars  . u p  r i g h t  away? 

A .  Those were Captian MICHLES1 s t and ing  i n s t r u c t i o n s .  

Q Get the  mortar  i n  ac t ion .  So you p u t  t h e  mortar  
i n  a c t i o n  every t ime you h i t  t h e  ground on a combat a s s a u l t ?  

A .  Yes, when Captain MICHLES would be t h e r e .  

Q Well,  I meant as  long as  he was i n  command? 

A. Yes. 

8 You d i d n ' t  have t o  disassemble t h i s  t h i n g ?
It s tayed t h e r e  and t h i s  i s  where you f i r e d  t h e  suppor t  
f o r  Ist Platoon? 

A .  Yes. I remember because t h e  ground was soggy and 
every time we f i r e d  t h e  mortar  would d ig  i t s e l f  i n .  

D i g  i t s e l f  i n  and you had t o  l e v e l  it again.Q 
Do you know o r  do you remember i n  t h e  b r i e f i n g  i f  t h i s  f i r e  
w a s  planned t o  be f i r e d  r e g a r d l e s s  of when it was c a l l e d  
f o r  o r  not?  
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A. I don t remember t h a t .  

Q. Sometimes yod can preplan  your fire., 

A. I d o n ' t  t h ink  we  d i d  p rep lan  t h e  f i r e  be fo re  
we  l e f t  UPTIGHT; 

Q B R E T E N S T E I N  s a i d  he  was c a l l e d  forward t o  c a l l  
back, you know, f i r e .  B R E T E N S T E I N  d i d n ' t  know whether t h e r e  
was a p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  t h i s  may have been preplanned. 

A.  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  i t  was. 

Q The only t h i n g  about t h i s  i s  t h a t  t iming.  The 
1st Pla toon,  according t o  t h e  l o g ,  r epor ted  1 2  VC K I A  a t  
9 :55. N o w  they  had t o  be over  t h e r e .  I th ink  they  had t o  
be ac ross  t h e  r i v e r  a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  .and I ' m  s u r e  they wouldn ' t  
have crossed  u n t i l  they  had g o t t e n  t h a t  mor tar  f i r e  unless  
you p u t  t h a t  f i r e  back t h e r e  on t h e  beach o r  up on t h e  sand 
dune back over  t h e r e .  

Where d id  you f i n d  those  rounds when you g o t  o u t  
t h e r e ?  

A .  On the  sand dune. On t h e  beach. 

Q They were on t h e  beach? 

A .  Yes, because I remember s e e i n g  two of them 
myself .  

Q. They weren 't n e a r  t h e  b r idge?  

A.  N o .  

Q. How f a r  were they from t h e  b r idge?  

A .  I c o u l d n ' t  say--well, t h e r e  was t h e  v e g e t a t i o n
growing. Right where t h e  v e g e t a t i o n  was i s  where w e  found 
them. 

Q. And y o u ' r e  s u r e  t h e s e  were your rounds? 

A. They were 81 rounds. I wouldn ' t  s ay  they  were 
mine ' f o r  s u r e .  

Q You found two 81 rounds,  - r i g h t ?  

A.  Right.  

(ANDERSON) 17 APP T-338 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY. 

Q .  And you found t h e s e  on t h e  beach? 

A. Yes. 

Q Okay, l e t ' s  look a t  t h e  photographs again  f o r  a 
minute. 

(Photograph and map o r i e n t a t i o n  w a s  conducted by 
COL WILSON.) 

This i s  Exh ib i t  P-185, a l a r g e  photograph. 
There i s  a br idge  and here  i s  t h e  beach. This  appears t o  
be vegeta t ion  r i g h t  here  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) ,  and you think--

A. 
day. 

( In te rpos ing)  We d i d n ' t  f i n d  them t h a t  same 

Q No, I know t h a t .  I 'm j u s t  t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  ou t  
about where your f i r e  went. I thought t h e  f i r e  went genera l ly  
down i n  t h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) ,  down by t h e  b r idge ,  by t h e  end of 
t h e  br idge.  Now, I d o n ' t  know. I j u s t  made t h a t  assumption. 

A. I ' m  almost p o s i t i v e  we found them i n  he re  ( i n d i -
c a t i n g )  . 
Q You found t h e  rounds o u t  on t h e  beach? 

7 Yes. Those sounds--those 81 rounds we had were- 9 

o l d ;  o l d  and sporadic  rounds. N
N 

Q You d o n ' t  r e a l l y  know, I guess maybe t h e  FO i s  
t h e  only one t h a t  can say t h i s  then  t h a t  f i r e  was d e l i b e r -
a t e l y  p u t  t h a t  f a r  back of t h e  br idge?  

A. I couldn 't say t h a t  f o r  s u r e .  

Q a Do you remember i f  t h e  f i r e  mission included 
.he remark t h a t  t h e  p la toon was rece iv ing  enemy f i r e ?  

A. I c a n ' t  remember. 

Q I n  which case  it wouldn ' t  have been H&I f i r e ,  
would i t ?  

A. No, i t  wouldn't .  
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Q. What do. you c a l l  t h a t ,  c o n t a c t ?  

A. Contac t  miss ion.  

Q Would you know i f  it w a s  a c o n t a c t  miss ion?  

A. I t h i n k  I would. 

Q You d o n ' t  r e c a l l ?  

A. . No. The only f i r i n g  I remember t h a t  day i s  from 
t h e  3d P la toon  as t h e y  g o t  on l i n e  sweeping. There  was a 
s e r g e a n t ,  and I c a n ' t  remember h i s  name, he  w a s  t a l l ,  and I 
remember him f i r e  H & I  a l i t t l e  b i t  i n t o  some b r u s h ,  some t r e e s .  

Q You moved up and went i n t o  a l a a g e r  p o s i t i o n .
You sea rched  o u t  a v i l l a g e  and went i n t o  a l a a g e r  a r e a  t h a t  
n i g h t ?  

At, Yes. 

Q L e t ' s  see i f  you r e c a l l  any of  t h e s e .  P-18, 
recognize  any th ing  about  t h a t ?  

A. I c o u l d n ' t  t e l l  you f o r  s u r e .  

A.  I remember t h i s ,  because it w a s  r i g h t  i n  our  
hamlet .  

(2- I n  which hamlet?  

A. I c o u l d n ' t  s ay  f o r  s u r e .  I do remember when we 
landed  t h e r e  a h e l i c o p t e r  came i n  w i t h  a photographer  on i t ,  
and I remember s e e i n g  him and I t h i n k  i t  was an i n t e r p r e t e r  
and somebody from h i g h e r  up. 

Q Here - ( i n d i c a t i n g )? 

A. They were q u e s t i o n i n g  t h e  v i l l a g e r s .  

Q. It could be .  I ' m  j u s t  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  your d a t e  
s t r a i g h t e n e d .  We believe--okay , a photographer  came i n  and 
h e  had an i n t e r p r e t e r  o r  t h e r e  w a s  an i n t e r p r e t e r  a long? 

A .  Y e s .  
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Q, Vietnamese? 

A .  Yes, 

Q One o r  two? 

A. I c a n ' t  remember t h e  numbers. 

Q Was t h i s  near  t h e  l a a g e r  a rea?  

A,  I b e l i e v e  it was r i g h t  around from u s ,  l i k e  w e  
laagered  our to--I  b e l i e v e  it would be i n l a n d ,  going i n l a n d  
from where t h e  p i c t u r e  was taken.  

Q. Going west then? 

A .  Yes. 

Q. This was t h e  f i r s t  hamlet? 

A .  I b e l i e v e  so .  

Q. And was t h i s  hamlet searched? 

A .  Yes, it was. 

Q Is t h a t  what a l l  of t h e s e  people a r e  doing h e r e  
rounded up? 

A .  Yes. 

Q . Can you recognize t h e  ~ m e r i c a non t h e  l e f t  o r  t h e  
uniformed i n d i v i d u a l ?  

A .  No, I d o n ' t .  

Q How long d i d  you s t a y  i n  t h i s  v i l l a g e ?  

A .  I c a n ' t  remember. I c o u l d n ' t  say f o r  s u r e .  

Q. P-20. 

A .  I cou ldn ' t  say f o r  s u r e ,  bu t  I know t h a t  i s  my
pla toon r i g h t  t h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  . 

20 
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A. I remember t h a t .  

a - The man on t3.e r i g h t ?  

A. Yes, he was t h e  i n t e r p r e t e r ,  because I remember 
he asked t h e  l i t t l e  boy some--the l i t t l e  boy d i d n ' t  answer 
him r i g h t  o r  something and he  s lapped him. 

Q The l i t t l e  boy i n  P-21 d i d n ' t  answer him r i g h t  
so  he s lapped him. 

Q Did he s l a p  him very hard?  Did h e  h u r t  him? 

A. I d o n ' t  know i f  he  h u r t  him, b u t  I heard it when 
he s lapped him. And t h i s  is t h e  same time i f  I ' m  no t  r i g h t ,  
i f  I don't--I  was ou t  i n  t h e  open wi th  my squad a c t i n g - a s  
s e c u r i t y .  We rece ived  some s n i p e r  f i r e  about t h e  same time 
t h a t  t h i s  i n t e r p r e t e r  came i n ,  because I remember hear ing  a 
whizzing no i se  and everybody s t a r t e d  f a l l i n g ,  I d i d n ' t  know 
what i t  was. 

Q Do you recognize t h a t  man t ak ing  h i s  helmet o f f ?  

A. No. 

A.  I recognize him ( i n d i c a t i n g )  , i f  t h a t ' s  what you 
want t o  know. 

Q The man wi th  t h e  helmet f a c i n g  t h e  camera? 

A. Lieu tenan t ,  I think--

Q * ( In te rpos ing)  JOHNSON? 

A. I th ink  h i s  name was "Bulldog" o r  something l i k e  
t h a t .  

Q "Bull?"  

A. Yeah, "Bull .  " 
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Q Was he t h e r e  when t h e  i n t e r p r e t e r  s lapped t h e  
boy? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember see ing  him around. I t h i n k  
he  was t a l k i n g  t o  Captain MICHLES. 

Q Did you ever  s e e  t h e  o l d  man? 

A. I c o u l d n ' t  r e a l l y  t e l l  you. I saw s o  many 
l i k e  t h a t  with whiskers and a l l .  

Q How about P-23? 

A. No, I d o n ' t  remember what happened t h e r e .  

Q. Before I go any f u r t h e r ,  d i d  you s e e  t h e  
i n t e r p r e t e r  t h a t  was wi th  Lieutenant  JOHNSON i n t e x r o g a t i n g  any-
body t h a t  day? 

A. The l i t t l e  boy, I saw him ask--talking t o  him. 

Q Anybody e l s e ?  

A. And I b e l i e v e  some women. 

A. I t h i n k  a couple,  about t h r e e  o r  f o u r  o l d  men. 

Q Did you s e e  him m i s t r e a t  anybody e l s e ?  

A. No, no t  t h a t  I can remember.. 

Q. Did you ever  s e e  e i t h e r  one of t h e s e  two 
Vietnamese i n  P-55? 

A.  With t h e  uniform on? 

Q. Yes, wi th  t h e  uniforms on. 

A. I c a n ' t  remember i f  I saw them. I remember when 
Char l i e  Company came, n o t  Char l i e ,  Alpha Company came t h e r e  
was some Vietnamese t h a t  came wi th  them, o r  a chopper, I c a n ' t  
remember, bu t  t h e r e  was some t h a t  s p e n t  t h e  n i g h t  wi th  u s  i n  
our  l a a g e r  p o s i t i o n .  
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Q. But you d o n ' t  remember these  two? 

A. N o ,  I d i d n ' t  r e a l l y  g e t  a good look a t  any of 
them, except  the i n t e r p r e t e r .  

Q P-203, does t h a t  look f a m i l i a r ?  

A. This is LZ Uptight.  

Q. P-204, and t h a t  is supposed t o  be en rou te?  

(No response)  

P-205 w a s  one of the  l i f t s  going down from 
Uptight.  This should be the  D i e m  Diem River.  This would 
be P i n k v i l l e  about r i g h t  i n  he re ,  and you can see  YOU- were 
heading south over  t h e  Sea. P-206,  t h i s  was an ou t s ide  
sho t  of a r o c k e t  going i n t o  t h a t  same graveyard we were 
looking a t  a minute ago. This i s  t h e  r i v e r  he re  which -
t he  br idge  crossed .  I d o n ' t  know exac t ly  where t h a t  
l o c a t i o n  i s .  I h a v e n ' t  looked a t  it t h a t  high. P-207 a l s o  
shows another  r o c k e t  a t t a c k  on t h e  landing zone. 

Now, do you remember see ing  any of these  p r i s o n e r s
i n  the  l a a g e r  a r e a ?  

A. Y e s .  I was t r y i n g  t o  th ink  i f  Alpha Company 
was brought i n  wi th  them o r  not .  

Q Alpha s tayed up on the  r i v e r .  

C Company came i n  l a t e r  on t h a t  a f te rnoon,  
l inked  up and you a l l  laagered  t h a t  n igh t .  This i s  a 
ques t ion  I had back here  on P-18 which shows one of your men 
guarding t h e s e  people.  Is t h a t  HUFFMAN? 

A.  Y e s .  

Q. Do you know i f  those i n d i v i d u a l s  t h a t  HUFFMAN is  
guarding t h e r e  came i n  with C Company o r  whether you a l l  
rounded them up i n  t h a t  v i l l a g e ?  

A.  I c a n ' t  remember. I c a n ' t  say f o r  su re .  

Q. D o  you know whether they were r e l e a s e d  o r  
he ld  dur ing  t h e  n i g h t ?  
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A.  W e  d i d n ' t  r e l e a s e  them t h a t  n i g h t ,  u n t i l  t h a t  
morning because we never--once w e  took someone w e  neve r  l e t  
them go u n t i l  w e  l e f t  ou r  l a a g e r  p o s i t i o n .  

Q Is t h e r e  any r e l a t i o n  between P-208 and t h e  
photograph w e  j u s t  looked a t ,  which i s  P-18? Any of  t h e s e  
peop le  t h a t  were i n  P-18 t h e  same ones t h a t  a r e  i n  P-208? 
Of cou r se ,  I know they  have sacks  over  t h e i r  heads ,  and t h e  
on ly  way you would know t h a t  i s  t o  have something d i r e c t l y  
t o  do w i t h  them, b u t  I d i d n ' t  know whether you d i d  o r  n o t -

A,  No, I wasn' t. I remember I was o v e r  h e r e  
( i n d i c a t i n g )  d igg ing  a fox  h o l e .  

Q Back i n  t h e  back o f  t h e  photograph? 

A. Yes. 

Q This  photograph,  P-209, i s  supposed t o  b e  i n  
t h a t  g e n e r a l  a r e a .  I t ' s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  see, b u t  you may be 
a b l e - - i t ' s  supposed t o  b e  t h e  s i g h t  of a cemetery o r  pagoda. 

A. Yes, t h a t  i s  MORGAN r i g h t  t h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  . 
Q MORGAN i s  t h e  man w i t h  h i s  back t o  t h e  camera. 

A .  Because I remember t h e  long  s ideburns .  

Q. On t h e  r i g h t  w i t h  t h e  long  s i d e b u r n s .  

A. I b e l i e v e  t h e  CP s t a y e d  t h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  

Q. Tha t  i s  what w e  unders tand ,  and I w a s  wondering 
i f  you w e r e  n e a r  t h e  CP t h a t  n i g h t ?  

9, No. 

(2. You weren'  t ? .  
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A. No. 

This  i s  ISAACS ( i n d i c a t i n g )  r i g h t  he re .  H e  was 
i n  my squad. 

Q The man on t h e  r i g h t  i n  photo P-208.  

A .  That is ISAACS. He was i n  my squad s o  I would 
have been around he re .  

Q. You d o n ' t  know whether t h e s e  p r i s o n e r s  were 
evacuated o r  n o t ?  

A. No, they weren ' t .  I remember now because one of 
them was mumbling something dur ing  t h e  n i g h t .  They had t o  
gag them. 

Q Did they  t a k e  those  sacks o f f  t h e i r  heads 
a f t e r  dark? 

A.  No. 

9 Did they  feed them? 

A. Yes, they gave them C-rations . 
Q Do you remember C Company coming i n  and l i n k i n g
up? 

A.  I remember a company coming i n ,  b u t  I thought it 
was Alpha. 

Q . No, it was C/1/20. They came over  from t h e  west ,  
from My L a i  ( - 4 ) .  

A. I t  would have been southwest  of where we were. 
I remember them coming i n .  

Q Do you remember whether they  brought  any KRVN 
o r  Nat ional  Po l i ce  wi th  them? 

A.  I d o n ' t  know whether they  came wi th  them o r  on 
a slick, b u t  I remember t h a t  t h e  ARVN s t a y e d  i n  t h e  l a a g e r  
p o s i t i o n .  

Q C Company would have walked i n ?  

A.  Yes. 
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Q And ARVN were wi th  you t h a t  n i g h t  i n  t h e  l aager  
p o s i t i o n ?  

A .  Yes. 

Q Were t h e r e  any i n t e r p r e t e r s  o r  i n t e r r o g a t o r s  
t h e r e ?  

A .  I c a n ' t  remember t h a t .  

Q Did you s e e  any i n t e r r o g a t i o n s  going on? 

A .  No. The ARVN would grab a  p r i s o n e r  o r  a VC 
suspect  and t a k e  him away from t h e  r e s t  of them and they 
would be about 200 f e e t  from me. 

Q 200 f e e t ?  

A.  Yeah, and they went behind some t r e e s  o r  
something cause they d i d n ' t  want anyone t o  s e e  what they  
were doing. 

Q How long would they keep a  p r i s o n e r  back t h e r e  l i k e  
t h a t ?  

Tf-
d* 

A. I c a n ' t  remember. 

Q 
N

Hcv: m n y  d i d  they takc  w i L 5  therr, Sack t h e r e  l i k e  ?4 
t h a t ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  a l l  of them a t  one t ime.  

Q Is t h a t  t h i s  group t h a t  ' s  i n  P-208 o r  i s  t h a t  
scme o t h e r  group? 

A. I t h i n k  it w a s  t h e  group t h a t  we had w i t h  us.  

Q. Is t h a t  P-208 t h e  group you had wi th  you? 

A. Yes. Our platoon was guarding them. 

Q Was t h e r e  any more than  what i s  shown here on t h i s  
photograph? 

A .  I d o n ' t  know. I c o u l d n ' t  say f o r  s u r e .  I th ink  
Char l i e  Company brought a few of them. 

Q. More than  what was shown here?  

A. Yes. 
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Q More than  what w a s  shown h e r e ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q - Sergean t  MARSHALL s a i d  t h a t  h e  t h o u g h t  h i s  squad 
guarded t h e s e  p r i s o n e r s  t h a t  n i g h t .  Did t h e  ARVN come and 
get t h e s e  guys t h a t  n i g h t  o r  t h e  n e x t  morning? 

A. I c a n ' t  s a y  f o r  s u r e .  

Q Did you s e e  any of  them s h o o t  any of  t h e s e  
p r i s o n e r s ?  

A .  I d i d n ' t  see them. I h e a r d  s h o t s ,  and I asked 
what w a s  happening and t h e y  s a i d  t h a t  t hey  w e r e  j u s t  f i r i n g  
to  make t h e  o t h e r  VC s c a r e d ,  was j u s t  s h o o t i n g  t h e  ground. 
Then t h e y  c a m e  back and t o l d  m e  t hey  s h o t  one o f  t h e  p r i s o n e r s .  

Q. How many p r i s o n e r s  d i d  t hey  t a k e  beh ind  t h e s e  
t r e e s ? ,  

,A. I c a n ' t  remember. 

Q- Do you know how many p r i s o n e r s  you had c o n t r o l  
of  t h a t  n i g h t ?  

A. I t  would b e  anywhere from f i v e  t o  e i g h t .  

Q. Five  t o  e i g h t .  Did you have t h a t  many t h e  nex t  
morning? 

A .  I w a s  n o t  around t h a t  area. 

& You w e r e n t t ?  

A .  W e  moved o f f  back towards t h e  s e a .  

Q. To t h e  e a s t ?  

A. Yes. 
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Q You were no t  around t h e  CP a r e a  t h a t  n i g h t  
o r  t h e  a rea  where they were t a k i n g  them behind t h a t  t r e e ?  

A. No. 

Q How f a r  from P-208 o r  P-209 was t h a t  p lace  where 
they were t ak ing  them behind t h e  t r e e ?  E i t h e r  one s i n c e  
they was f a i r l y  c l o s e  toge the r .  How f a r  was t h a t  t r e e  a r e a  
from t h e  CP? 

A. &out 100,  150 yards .  

Q About 150 ya rds ,  and it was no t  t o o  f a r  from you, 
w a s  i t ?  

A .  No. There was a whole gang over  h e r e  bu t  I was 
back here  and they would have been up h e r e ,  and t h e  t r e e s  over 
t h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  . 
Q Except f o r  t h a t  boy g e t t i n g  s lapped,  'you didn 't 
s e e  any o t h e r  mistreatment  of p r i soners?  

A .  Not t h a t  I can remember. 

Q Do you remember Colonel BARKER o r  anybody, o r  
Major CALHOUN coming o u t  t h e r e  t h a t  day? 

A. No, I only rexe~bersee ing  ColcneL BAPXER cnz 
t ime,  and t h a t  was when he landed on t h e  beach. This  i s  
t h e  only time t h a t  I remember see ing  him. 

Q .  Anything unusual happen t h a t  n i g h t ?  

A. No, no t  t o  my knowledge. 

0.  id- you a l l  f i r e  any marker rounds? Any i l lumina-
t i n g  f i r e  t h a t  n igh t?  

A .  Yes, we d id .  W e  were f i r i n g  i l l u m i n a t i o n  f o r  t h e  
1st Platoon. 

Q For t h e  1st Platoon? 

A. Yes. 

Q Over on t h e  coas t?  

A. Y e s .  
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Q They moved n o r t h  of t h a t  b r i d g e  t h a t  n i g h t .  I 
don ' t know why, b u t  they  d id .  Did you f i r e  it a l l  n i g h t ?  

-9. They had s e t  up a schedule  when w e  w e r e  supposed 
t o  f i r e .  

Q. What w a s  t h a t  s chedu le ,  approximately?  

A .  Every hour--no. I know w e  d idn I t  have much i l lurn-
i n a t i o n  and they  wanted t o  use  it s p a r i n g l y  and we would f i r e ,  
I t h i n k ,  eve ry  2 hours  o r  when they  r eques t ed  it. 

Q. Every 2 hou r s ,  i l l u m i n a t i o n .  Anything e l s e  happen 
t h a t  you r e c a l l  t h a t  n i g h t ?  

Nothing t h a t  I can t h i n k  o f .  

Q. A l l  r i g h t ,  t h e  n e x t  morning t h e  company moved o u t  
toward t h e  b r i d g e ?  

A. Yes. 

Q. I t h i n k ,  from what we unders tand  t h e  3d P la toon  
l e d ,  i s  t h a t  r i g h t ?  

A.  I c o u l d n ' t  r e a i l y  t e l l  you for s u r e .  

Q = Where w a s  t h e  mor ta r  p l a toon?  Which p l a toon  was 
i t  fo l lowing?  

A .  I d o n ' t  know which one w a s  f o l l owing .  I know t h e  
CP was i n  f r o n t  of  us.  

Q. Was t h e r e  a p l a t o o n  behind you? 

A. Yes. 

Q So you were r i g h t  i n  t h e  middle of  t h e  company 
t h e r e .  Could you t e l l  m e  what was going on down t h e r e  a t  
t h e  b r i d g e ?  

A .  No. The on ly  t h i n g  I remember i s  t h a t  w e  w e r e  mov-
i n g  o u t  and we hea rd  an exp los ion .  We had two men from o u r  EOD 
w i t h  u s  and they  went up t h e r e  t o  s e e  what it was a l l  about .  
They were w i t h  t h e  CP.  W e  s topped  and l e t  them pass  us and 
go up t o  t h e  f r o n t .  They w e r e  around t h e  b r i d g e .  They were 
checking t h a t  a r e a  and marking t h i n g s  t h e y  though t  might b e  
booby t r a p s .  When they  came by they  t o l d  us t o  watch o u t  f o r  
c e r t a i n  t h i n g s  and t h e n  I g o t  a c r o s s  t h e  r i v e r  I saw a 
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r i f l e ,  b u t  t h e  s t o c k ,  t h e  handgr ip  had been blown o f f  o f  it. 
I asked someone i n  t h e  1st P la toon  what had happened. They 
s a i d  TAYLOR was poking f o r  a booby t r a p  and se t  it o f f .  

Q L e t  m e  be  s u r e  w e  have t h e  t iming  r i g h t  on t h i s .  
The EOD men were c a l l e d - u p  a f t e r  t h e  exp los ion  o r  b e f o r e  t h e  
exp los ion?  

A .  A f t e r ,  because I d i d n ' t  know where t h e y  were u n t i l  
t h e  exp los ion  went o f f  and a f t e r  t h a t  I asked someone i n  t h e  
p l a toon  who they  were because I had never  s een  them b e f o r e ,  
and they  s a i d  t hey  were from EOD. 

Q Did you h e a r  any s m a l l  a r m s  f i r e  going on up
t h e r e ?  

A .  I c a n ' t  remember whether  I d i d  o r  n o t .  

Q Did you see any gunships  come i n ?  

A .  No. The on ly  s h i p  I saw come i n  was t h e  one t h a t  
took TAYLOR. 

a3 
Q How long  a f t e r  you s t a r t e d  moving and h e a r d  t h i s  ~ - 4  
e x p l o s i o n ,  d i d  you h a l t  on t h e  march? e-

A. Half an hour .  

Q = And t h e n  you s t a r t e d  moving o u t  aga in?  

A .  Y e s .  

Q Moved r i g h t  on a c r o s s  t h e  b r idge?  

A Y e s .  

Q And s a w  TAYLOR'S weapon a l l  b e a t  up? 

A .  Y e s .  

Q. TAYLOR had gone? 

A. Y e s .  H e  had l e f t  by t h e  t i m e  I g o t  o v e r  t h e r e .  

Any f i r e  go ing  o v e r  a t  a l l ?  

A .  Not t h a t  I remember. 
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Q What happened when y o u . g o t  on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of 
t h e  br idge?  On t h e  way over  d i d  you n o t i c e  any marked 
mined a rea?  

A. I no t i ced  what they thought  were booby t r a p s  
o r  mines. 

Q When you got  on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of  t h e  br idge
what happened? 

A. We s e t  up our  mortar and I c a n ' t  remember--
I am t r y i n g  t o  think--some plat'oon went ou t  aga in ,  
towards t h e  nor th .  They were gone f o r  a whi le .  I c a n ' t  
remember how long,  and then  they came back. 

, Q =  And then  what happened? 

A .  We moved sou th ,  a l i t t l e .  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  how f a r .  
I know we h i t  a v i l l a g e .  I guess you'd c a l l  it t h a t .  It  looked 
l i k e  it had been abandoned o r  something. Not many people 
l i v e d  t h e r e ,  and we s e t  up our l a a g e r  camp t h a t  n igh t  over  
t h e r e .  I th ink  t h a t  i s  where t h e  1st Platoon s tayed t h e  
n i g h t  be£o r e .  

Q A l l  r i g h t .  L e t ' s  s e e  what we got  on t h e  recorded 
e n t r i e s .  

According t o  t h e  l o g ,  TAYLOR h i t  t h a t  mine a t  
8:lO. We g e t  two o r  t h r e e  d i f f e r e n t  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  
on t h i s .  One, TAYLOR was probing f o r  a mine and detonated 
it;  and, two, he was t r y i n g  t o  disarm a mine and h i t  another  
mine wi th  h i s  f o o t ,  a d i f f e r e n t  mine, and detonated i t ;  and, 
t h r e e ,  he had found a mine and had c a l l e d  f o r  EOD be fo re  it 
was de tonated ,  o r  t h e  EOD could have been c a l l e d  forward 
t o  t h e  west s i d e  of t h e  b r i d g e ,  because t h e r e  was supposed 
t o  be some mines found over t h e r e  before  TAYLOR detonated 
t h e  one on t h e  e a s t  s i d e .  I t ' s  p r e t t y  hard t o  p i n  t h a t  
one down. 

A.  On t h a t  one,  I had t o  go by someone i n  t h e  
1st Platoon.  I be l i eve  MILUS t o l d  m e .  

Q MILUS would probably have been with him, because 
t h a t  squad was working up t h e r e  with t h e  p o i n t .  T h i s  i s  
probably r i g h t .  He was probing and de tonated  t h e  mine. The 
t h i n g  about t h i s  i s ,  and t h i s  i s  what r e a l l y  g e t s  me, a man 
i s  probing and de tonates  a mine, he i s  going t o  g e t  wounded 
i n  t h e  head, and n o t  i n  t h e  f o o t .  Don't you th ink?  

(ANDERSON) 31 APP T-338 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY. 

A. Yes, I know. 

Q. I f  he was wounded i n  the  f o o t  he would have t o  
have stepped on t h a t  mine o r  he would have had t o  kick t h a t  
mine o r  he wasn ' t  looking a t  it. You know, h i s  f o o t  
detonated it. I suppose unless  it was some kind of booby 
t r a p  I d o n ' t  understand: 

A. The way MILUS t o l d  me, TAYLOR s a i d ,  "There is 
a mine t h e r e  and I am going t o  f i n d  i t . "  He took h i s  
bayonet and pu t  it on h i s  r i f l e  and s t a r t e d  probing with it. 

Q. I was th ink ing  he was probing with h i s  
bayonet i n  h i s  hand. 

A. I t  w a s  on h i s  r i f l e .  

Q. I t  was on h i s  r i f l e ?  

A. Yes. 

Q. That would exp la in  why the  r i f l e  was so ben t  up
wouldn't  i t ?  

0 
A. Yes. I N 

Tt-
Q Why i n  t h e  d e v i l  d i d n ' t  it h i t  some o t h e r  p a r t  
of h i s  body besides h i s  f o o t ?  XI 

A. I d o n ' t  know. 

Q. A t  any r a t e ,  t h e  log  shows t h a t  he was h i t  a t  
0810. A t  0 8 4 5 ,  which i s  35 minutes l a t e r ,  t h e r e  was 'a 
r e p o r t  t h a t  s n i p e r  f i r e  was rece ived  by t h e  1st Platoon.  

A s  we understand it B Company c rossed ,  the  
3d Platoon s t ayed  up t h e r e  by t h e  br idge  with the  mortar 
platoon. The mortar p la toon s e t  up and B Company moved. 
south a l l  t h e  way down t h a t  peninsula ,  turned around and 
came back about halfway and a t  t h a t  time t h e  mortar p la toon 
d isp laced  forward, and joined t h e  company f o r  the n i g h t  
l aager .  How does t h a t  sound? And here  is what I am 
saying--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  It might have been l i k e  t h a t .  

Q. This is  Exh ib i t  P-185. You crossed t h e  br idge .  
The 3d Platoon s tayed up here  with t h e  mortar p la toon.  
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A.  I remember s e e i n g  some move o u t  'but  I thought  
it was t o  t h e  n o r t h .  They--they did--they came on and swept 
down h e r e  and t h e n  camped up around h e r e  f o r  t h e  n i g h t  
( i n d i c a t i n g )  . 
Q T h a t ' s  r i g h t ,  t hey  c ros sed  o v e r  and t h e  3d P la toon  
s t a y e d  up around t h e  b r i d g e .  The 2d and t h e  1st P la toon  
moved, two p l a t o o n s  a b r e a s t  moved down wi th  one p l a t o o n s ,  I 
t h i n k  it was t h e  2d P la toon  on t h e  beach and t h e  1st P la toon  
w a s  on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of t h a t  sand dune,  moved a l l  t h e  way t o  t h e  
t o p  and t u r n e d  around,  came back ,  and l a a g e r e d  about  halfway 
back.  Meantime we unders tand t h e  mor ta r  p l a t o o n ,  about t h e  
t i m e  t hey  g o t  back h e r e  t o  t h e  l a a g e r  area, d i s p l a c e d  and went 
i n t o  t h e  l a a g e r  a r e a  w i t h  them t h a t  n i g h t .  Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

Q There  w a s  a p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  a h e l i c o p t e r  came 
i n  by t h e  t i m e  t h e  company g o t  on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  o f  t h a t  
b r i d g e .  Do you remember a h e l i c o p t e r  coming i n ?  

A. I can ' t remember. 

Q D o  you remember L i e u t e n a n t  LEWIS coming i n ?  

A.  Yes, h e  took ove r  t h e  2d P la toon .  

Q H e  came i n  t h a t  day on a h e l i c o p t e r .  D i d  you
know Liefitenan t MLTDY? 

A .  I t h i n k  so .  , 

Q 9 H e  was supposed t o  have been w i t h  him. Now, 
these people  w e r e n ' t  w i t h  t h e  company. You might n o t  have 
s e e n  them because t h e y  went on sou th .  They may have l e f t  
b e f o r e  you a l l  g o t  down t h e r e .  

Also wi th  t h i s  group o r  sometimes t h a t  morning 
t h e r e  was supposed t o  have been a photographer  t h a t  came i n  
t h e r e .  Do you know any th ing  about  t h a t .  

No. 

Q And L i e u t e n a n t  MUNDY came i n  and took over  t h e  
2d P la toon .  Do you r e c a l l  whether  t hey  b rough t  any r e s u p p l i e s  
i n  t h a t  morning, o r  i n  t h e  a f t e rnoon?  
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A. We g o t  s u p p l i e s ,  I remember t h a t .  

Q. Did you g e t  some more mortar rounds? 

A. Quite  a few mortar rounds. 

a .  Had t o  c a r r y  them a l l  t h e  way? 

A. Yes. I remember t h a t  because t h e  2d Platoon 
had t o  c a r r y  mortar rounds too.  

Q. You passed them over  t o  them. 

A. We had two mortar rounds. We had t h e  newer type.  

Q. Are they heavy? 

A. Yes, and we c o u l d n ' t  c a r r y  them a l l ,  so we gave 
some t o  t h e  2d Platoon. 

Q. They were g lad  t o  see  t h a t ,  I suppose. 

A. Yes. 

9. Now, t h a t  was a h o t  sunny day, wasn ' t  i t ?  

A. .Yes, it was. 

Q. Well, i f  t h e  2d Platoon--they must have c a r r i e d  
those mortars  a l l  t h e  way down with them when they went a l l  
the way t o  the  end. 

A. This i s  when we moved o u t  t h a t  next  morning. 

Q. What happened to--when they brought t h a t  ammo 
i n  on the  h e l i c o p t e r ,  t h e  one t h a t  came i n  with Lieutenant  
LEWIS, o r  do you r e c a l l ?  

A. No, it came i n  with resupply.  

8 .  Do you remember a h e l i c o p t e r  coming i n  and 
s i t t i n g  down r i g h t  i n  t h e  middle of s o r t  of a d e s e r t e d  v i l l a g e ?  

A .  I d o n ' t  know i f  they d i d  o r  not .  

Q. You s a i d  t h a t  you g o t  o u t  t h e r e  on t h e  beach, 
because you s a i d  you found those mortar rounds. Is t h a t  r i g h t ?  
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A. Yes. 

Q Was t h a t  t h i s  day? 

A .  No, t h a t  was t h e  day we moved f u r t h e r  up 
north t o  t h a t  MEDCAP th ing .  

Q That was t h e  next  day? 

A. Yes. 

Q Did you g e t  ou t  on t h e  beach t h e  second day,
a f t e r  you crossed  t h e  br idge?  

A .  Did we g e t  out  on t h e  beach? 

Q Yeah. 

A. The day we crossed t h e  bridge? 

Q Yes. 

A .  Not our p la toon;  

Q. When t h e  3d Platoon s t ayed  up t h e r e  and you 
s e t  up t h e  mortar  and s tayed up t h e r e  wi th  them, what d i d  
you do t h a t  day? J u s t  kind of hold  around t h e r e ?  

A. Yes. 

Q 3d Platoon with t h e  mortar p la toon o r  d i d  it move 
o f f  somewhere? 

A .  I c a n ' t  remember. I know I remember see ing  some 
people i n  a p la toon  t h a t  was o u t  i n  f r o n t  of us a c t i n g  as  
some s o r t  of s e c u r i t y .  

Q. 
r e c a l l .  

Did anything occur  o r  happen t h a t  day t h a t  you 

A. Nothing t h a t  I can t h i n k  o f .  

9 Now, when you a l l  moved down t o  jo in  t h e  company, 
you moved by yourse l f  as a  platoon by i t s e l f  I suppose,  and t h e  
3d Platoon s t ayed  where it was. Do you r e c a l l  t h a t ?  
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A .  I remember moving back down t h e r e .  

Q Do you remember going back down t h e r e ?  

Yes. 

It was be fo re  dark ,  wasn ' t  i t ?  

A .  Yes, it was. 

Q When you g o t  down t h e r e ,  d i d  you n o t i c e  whether 
t h e r e  was any ARVN personnel  around? 

A. No. 

Q Did they  p ick  up any p r i s o n e r s ?  

A. I c a n ' t  remember. 

Q- Any Vietnamese i n t e r p r e t e r s ?  

A .  The only one t h a t  I remember i s  I t h i n k  we .had 
our own wi th  us dur ing  t h e  whole opera t ion .  I c o u l d n ' t  
say f o r  s u r e .  

Q You t h i n k  you had your own wi th  you? 

A. Yes. 

Q You d o n ' t  remember anything unusual about t h a t  
day a t  a l l ?  

A .  No. 

Q Did t h e  mortar  p la toon do any searching  around 
t h a t  a rea  where i t  s tayed?  

A .  Where we laagered?  

Q No, where you were up t h e r e  by t h e  br idge?  

A .  There was no th ing  t o  search  up t h e r e .  

Q Why? Was everyth ing  destroyed? 

A .  Y e s .  

Q You d i d n ' t  s e e  any bodies around t h e r e ?  
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A.  No. 

Q Did you s e e  any graves? 

A. I c o u l d n ' t  t e l l  you i f  I d i d  o r  n o t .  

Q Is t h a t  a r e a  completely uninhabi ted o r  were 
t h e r e  any people around t h e r e ?  

A. I never saw anyone down t h e r e ,  n o t  unless  they 
might have been p r i s o n e r s .  I may have n o t  seen  them. 

Q. I understand t h a t  t h e  3d Platoon found a woman, 
a dead women, on t h a t  sand dune. Did you s e e  hex? 

A.  No. A l l  I can remember--

Q. ( . Interposing)  The nex t  morning t h e  company moved 
back up toward t h e  br idge .  Got back t o  t h e  br idge  and members 
of t h e  3d Platoon had found t h a t  dead woman and a l s o  found 
3,000 pounds of r i c e ,  and, you s t a t e d  a t  t h i s  t ime t h a t  was t h e  
day you found those  81 rounds? 

A. Yes. 

Q. How long d i d  you a l l  s t o p  t h e r e  o r  were you 
moving up along t h e  beach? 

A.  W e  were moving along t h e  beach when we saw them, 
and I t h i n k  t h a t  someone from EOD s e t  them o f f .  

Q When B Company moved ou t  t h a t  morning, d i d  it 
move up t h e  beach o r  d i d  it move in land?  

A. Some of t h e  company s t ayed  i n l a n d ,  and some of 
them went toward t h e  beach., I remember whatever p la toon 
Lieutenant  LEWIS was w i t h ,  we were wi th  him, and we were 
on t h e  beach. 

Q. That was p r e t t y  hard  walking wi th  t h a t  mortar 
equipment, wasn ' t i t ?  

A. Y e s ,  i t  was. 

Q Why d i d n ' t  you g e t  on t h e  i n s i d e ?  Would i t  have 
been easy? 

A.  It would have been about t h e  same. It was sandy 
a l l  over .  
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Q. There i s  one o t h e r  ques t ion .  On t h e  day be fo re  
you moved sou th ,  d i d  you s e e  any v i l l a g e  burning down t h e r e ?  

A. I saw a l o t  of smoke. 

Q Was t h i s  down where t h e  company had moved, o r  
was it across  over  a r i v e r ?  

A ,  I c o u l d n ' t  r e a l l y  say f o r  s u r e .  We were down, 
by t h e  t i p  o f  t h a t  l i t t l e  th ing .  I t  might have been t h e r e  
o r  r i g h t  across  t h e  r i v e r .  Other than t h a t  d i r e c t i o n .  

Q When you were going back and you walked by t h e s e  
mortar rounds, you d i d n ' t  s t o p  f o r  any length  of t ime,  just 
kept  going nor th?  

A.  Y e s .  They had a couple men s t a y  back wi th  t h e  
EOD . 
Q From your platoon? 

A.  From t h e  p la toon t h a t  was wi th  us .  

Q. These mortar rounds were n o t  o l d  r u s t y  rounds 
t h a t  had been t h e r e  f o r  a long t ime? These were t h e  ones 
t h a t  you f i r e d  t h e  day before?  

A. They couid have--they were 8 1  rounds and they 
were t h e  o l d e r  type .  

Q What d i d  you use t h e  day before?  

A ,  T h a t ' s  t h e  ones w e  used. 

Q And they  de tonated  those? 

A. Y e s .  

Q Did t h e  company s t a y  i n  t h a t  same formation a l l  
t h e  way up, wi th  you on t h e  beach over  t h e r e  fol lowing 
Lieutenant  LEWIS? 

A. I b e l i e v e  so .  

Q You g o t  up--do you remember back on P-185 as 
you moved up t h e  beach and you found those  rounds somewhere 
ou t  i n  t h i s  a rea  by t h e  br idge  t h e r e  is  a b i g  sand b a r  up 
t h e r e ?  Do you remember t h a t  one,  about 200 meters ac ross?  
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I t ' s  t h i s  one r i g h t  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  , b e f o r e  you yot  i n t o  
t h e s e  v i l l a g e s .  Do you remember going t o  those  v i l l a g e s  
t h a t  day? 

9- Yes. remember going i n t o  v i l l a g e s .  

Q What was your p la toon supposed t o  do t h a t  day? 
Were you doing any sea rch ing  o r  were you s e c u r i t y ?  

A. We were sea rch ing  some and we were h e l p i n g  t h e  
medical people.  

Q. What were they  doing? 

A. Showing t h e  Vietnamese how t o  keep themselves 
c l e a n e r  than they  were,  t r y i n g  t o  g ive  medicat ion t o  some 
of them. I remember t h a t  because they brought  people from 
t h a t  v i l l a g e  and j u s t  about t h e  whole t i p  of  t h a t  pen insu la ,  
they brought  them down t h e r e  t o  us .  

What were you a l l  doing? 

Our p la toon?  

Q Yes. 

A. We had some on t he  mor tar ,  some were sea rch ing  
and t h e  o t h e r s  were h e l p i n g  t h e  medics. 

Q. Helping them, how? 

A. We d i s t r i b u t e d  t h e  soap. 

Q. You had some of t h e  p la toon sea rch ing?  , 

A. Yes. 
I 

Q Where? 

( In te rpos ing)  With t h e  o t h e r  p la toons?  

A. No. It w a s  i n  t h i s  same a r e a  t h a t  they  had t h e  
medical t h i n g .  

Q Did you s e e  any of t h e  ARVN o r  American i n t e l l i -
gence people i n t e r r o g a t i n g  p r i s o n e r s  ox VC s u s p e c t s ?  

' 
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A. Yes. 

Q. How f a r  was t h i s  from where. you were working? 

A. I was going .around t h a t  whole a r e a .  

Q - Y e s .  

A. And they  had t h e  i n t e r r o g a t o r s  o f f  t o  one s i d e .  
They were q u e s t i o n i n g  t h e  younger men and some of t h e  
women. : 

I 

Q. Were they  doing anything unusual i n  t h e i r  
techniques  ? 

A. Not .when I was around. 

Q 0- Beating them o r  anything? 

A. ' ,Not  t h a t  I can remember. 

Q What about l a t e r  on t h a t  day, d i d  you s e e  any
i r r e g u l a r  t r e a t m e n t  o r  h a r s h  t r ea tmen t  of p r i s o n e r s  o r  
suspec t s?  

A.  I d i d n ' t  s e e  it, b u t  t h e r e  was one t h a t  w a s  
bea ten  -ap &?d t hey  s a i d  Captain MICHLES d i d  it. 

Q Capta in  MICHLES d i d  i t ?  That was on t h e  18 th?  

A. That  day of the.  MEDCAP. 

Q Had a l l  t.hose people? 

A. This  one he  d i d  something. He go t  s a s s y  o r  
something. They were i n t e r r o g a t i n g  him i n s i d e  of a hootch 
and Captain MICHLES b e a t  him, because I saw him l a t e r  and 
h e  was puffed  and bloody because BRUNSON worked on him. 

Q. BRUNSON d i d ?  Who was BRUNSON? 

A. The medic. 

Q. Your medic? 

A. Our medic. 

Q Your p la toon  medic. Anybody e l s e  b e s i d e  t h a t  one? 

A. Not t h a t  I can remember. 
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Q Did you ever  s e e  t h i s  man here  i n  P-215? 

A.  This  i s  t h e  one Captain MICHLES b e a t .  

I t  i s ?  

A.  Yes. 

Q H e  d o e s n ' t  look l i k e  he i s  bea ten  up t h e r e .  

A .  H i s  mouth was swollen up. I know t h a t .  I 
remember t h a t .  He had b r u i s e s  on h i s  s i d e s .  

Q Did he  g e t  away? Did he escape? 

A. No, we took him with us .  

Q Where? 

A .  To our  l aager  p o s i t i o n . .  I remember we took him t o  
t h e  l aager .  I d o n ' t  know i f  they evacuated him, I mean took 
him o u t  o r  no t .  

Q. We have a p r e t t y  good i d e a  of what happened t h a t  
n i g h t .  A t  1:30 MILUS was k i l l e d  and f i v e  were wounded w i t h  
mortar rounds ? 

A. Y e s .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  whether t h e r e  was any incoming 
small  arms f i r e ?  

A .  Yes, it was. I th ink  t h e r e  was one person ou t  
t h e r e  shoot ing a r i f l e .  I t  was n o t  too  much. The only t h i n g  
we were worr ied about ,  a t  t h a t  t ime,  was t h e  mortar.  

Q Did you f i r e  countermortar f i r e ?  

A .  Yes, we d id .  

Q How many rounds? 

A. Almost a l l  we had. 

Q What was t h e  range? 
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A .  I could s e e  t h e  sp lashes .  I ' d  say 300 meter,^. 

Q 300 meters? 

A. 300 meters.  

&. What kind of mortar was i t ?  

A. A 6 0 .  I s a w t h e  f i n s o n i t .  

Q. You saw t h e  f i n s  on t h e  round? 

A. Y e s .  

Q. I understand they walked t h a t  mortar f i r e  r i g h t  
across  t h e  l aager?  

A. Yes, they s t a r t e d  where t h e  1st  Platoon was and 
they walked it r i g h t  back. I remember t h a t ,  because t h e  
CP was down c l o s e s t  t o  t h e  beach and my foxhole was r i g h t  i n  
t h e  back of t h e  C P ,  and they walked r i g h t  between me  and t h e  
CP . 
Q I ' d  say they  were p r e t t y  good mortar men? 

A. I 'd  say they knew what they were doing. 

Do you t h i n k  they could do t h a t  without  a bipod? 

A. I d o n ' t  t h ink  they could.  I t h i n k  it would be 
impossible.  

Q I ' v e  heard some people express  t h e  opinion t h a t  
they thought  they might no t  have used a bipod on t h a t ?  

A. I d o n ' t  t h ink  Lha t ' s  p o s s i b l e .  

Q P r e t t y  accura te  f i r e ,  wasn ' t  i t ?  

A. Y e s .  The only way they could do it i s  with a 
branch o r  t o  hold it with t h e i r  hand, and no one would f i r e  
a mortar wi th  t h e i r  hands,  and t h e  t h i n g  s tepped o f f ,  
n o t  s tepped o f f ,  bu t  they were walking i n  a c e r t a i n  f e e t .  

So it was p r e c i s i o n  f i r e ?  

Yes. 
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Q. Was t h e  f i r e  spaced enough s o  they would have 
time t o  a d j u s t  t h e  s i g h t ,  make the  s i g h t  c o r r e c t i o n s ,  the  
angle  of c o r r e c t i o n s ?  

A. I d o n ' t  t h ink  they used a s i g h t .  

Q W e l l  I mean t h e  angular  c o r r e c t i o n ,  was t h e r e  
enough time i n  between t h e  rounds f o r  them t o  crank it 
forward? I t  wouldn't  take  but  a  couple seconds would it, 
i f  they knew how many cranks they were going t o  pu t  , 

across  i t ?  How much spacing was between each round, timewise? 
I 

A .  I t  w a s  about--I know--I c o u l d n ' t  say f o r  su re .  
I know it was r e a l  quick,  I know t h a t ,  a second o r  2 
seconds and sometimes it was l i k e  t h i s  (Witness snapped 
f i n g e r s  very r a p i d l y )  . 
Q. They'd have t o  move t h a t  mortar  a l i t t l e  b i t  
each time t h e y  f i r e d  t o  walk it. 

A.  W e l l  you f i r e  one round, and while  you ' re  
s t i c k i n g  t h a t  nex t  round down t h e  tube you t r a v e r s e .  

Q J u s t  g ive  it a crank? 

A. Yes. 

9. They' ve go t  t o  know a t  t h a t  range i n  o r d e r  t o  
space those t h i n g s  p roper ly ,  they have t o  know how many 
m i l s  t o  move t h a t  t h i n g  forward t o  move it ac ross .  They 
had a p r e t t y  good mortar man? , 

A. Y e s ,  they do. 

Q. How many rounds was i t ?  

A. I c a n ' t  remember f o r  s u r e .  I remember t h e r e  
were f o u r  c l o s e  t o  me. I know t h a t  and t h e r e  were about 
f i v e  o r  s i x  t h a t  f e l l  before  t h a t  and then  t h e r e  was some 
t h a t  f e l l  behind me. 

Q. We g o t  r e p o r t s  anywhere from 15 t o  16--we g e t  
r e p o r t s  anywhere from 6 t o  16. Now, t h e  d u s t o f f  came i n  
a t  1:44, and an hour l a t e r  t h e  dus to f f  was complete. 
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A t  2 :50 a "Spooky" w a s  reques ted ,  a C-47 gunship 
and it w a s  on s t a t i o n  a t .3 :50  u n t i l  4:40. It was on s t a t i o n  
a t  3:50 and a t  4:40 t h e r e  was one more mortar round t h a t  came 
i n .  Do you remember t h a t ?  

A. No, I d o n ' t .  

Q - They repor ted  another  mortar round coming i n  
a t  4:40 and t h i s  is 3 or 4 hours a f t e r  t h e  mortar a t t a c k .  

A. I d i d n ' t  even hear  about t h a t .  

Q. That  i s  what t h e  l o g  says.  This  k ind  of  s t r i k e s  
me a s  being p e c u l i a r ,  because I th ink  t h e  gunship w a s  on 
s t a t i o n  then .  I c a n ' t  imagine anybody f i r i n g  a mortar round 
wi th  t h a t  gunship up t h e r e  looking down t h e i r  t h r o a t .  

Now, t h e  nex t  morning, d id  you see anything 
unusual a s  regard  t o  p r i s o n e r s  i n  t h e  i n t e r r o g a t i o n s ?  

A. Unusual? 

Q Procedure. Were they b e a t i n g  them up? 

A. I c a n ' t  remember whether they  d i d  o r  n o t .  

Q Did you s e e  t h e  ARVN i n  t h e r e  t h e  next  morning? 

A. The ARVN s p e n t  t h e  n i g h t  with u s ,  because w e  
d i d n ' t  know our  e x a c t  l o c a t i o n  of t h e  l a a g e r  p o s i t i o n  and 
we were using U p t i g h t  as 3- r e fe rence  p o i n t  and w e  were 
g e t t i n g  our p o s i t i o n  exact  wi th  t h e  compass and t h e  ARVN 
s a i d  we were one p l a c e ,  and a f t e r  we got  ou t  p o s i t i o n  we 
showed them where we were and we showed them how w e  d i d  
i t .  I remember them being  t h e r e .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  t h a t  n i g h t ,  t h e  af ternoon before  
you received t h e  mortar rounds, do you r e c a l l  f i r i n g  some 
marker rounds f o r  your n i g h t  defens ive  f i r e s .  

A. Yes. 

Q How many rounds d i d  you f i r e ?  
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A. I d o n ' t  know how many rounds we f i r e d ,  b u t  I know 
we marked some across  t h e  r i v e r ,  about two o r  t h r e e  across  t h e  
r i v e r  and two up nor th  of  us and t h e  nor th  was taken care  of 
by a r t i l l e r y ,  because we d i d n ' t  want t o  f i r e  mortars toward 
t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q Yes, why? 

A .  Those rounds, we didn 't r e a l l y  t r u s t  them. 

Q Do you remember t h e  a r t i l l e r y  f i r i n g  markers t h a t  
day. 

A. Y e s .  

Q Do you remember a woman being brought i n  with a 
l e g  s l i t  open? 

A. Y e s ,  I do. I d o n ' t  remember whether we dusted 
h e r  o f f  o r  n o t ,  b u t  I know some of t h e  VC suspects--

Q . ( In te rpos ing)  Some of them what? 

A. That some of them--

Q • ( In te rpos ing)  You l e t  them go, o r  s e n t  them 
back i n  a h e l i c o p t e r .  

A .  Let  them go? 

Q Were t h e  people t h a t  brought t h a t  woman i n  t h e r e  
p r e t t y  mad? 

A. I didn '  t s e e  them. I saw t h e  woman, b u t  I c a n ' t  
say whether they  were mad. I c o u l d n ' t  h e a r  t h e i r  voices .  

Q- Did it have anything t o  do with t h a t  mortar 
a t t a c k  t h a t  n i g h t ?  

A. I t h i n k  it d i d .  

Q.  Do you know Captain BOATMAN, t h e  FO from t h e  
a r t i l l e r y ?  

Y e s .  

Q I b e l i e v e  he t h i n k s  it d i d  t o o .  

APP T-338 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

A. That w a s  my opinion. They knew where everyth ing  
w a s  and l i k e  I s a i d  be fo re ,  it s e e m s  l i k e  they  were con-
c e n t r a t i n g  t h e  f i re  around t h e  CP. They knew exac t ly  where t h e  
CP w a s .  

Q- How many of  those VC d i d  you l e t  go? 

A. .Two o r  three.. 

Q- They brought a l l  of those about a thousand people
around t h e r e  that  day t o  t h e  medics. They probably had a 
p r e t t y  good i d e a  of where t h e  CP w a s  going t o  be wouldn't  
they? 

A. Y e s ,  b u t  w e  d i d n ' t  le t - - they w e  were down south 
of where we laagered  and we d i d n ' t  l e t  anybody go up nor th  wi th  
us. Not unless  they would go around. 

Q. W e l l ,  it looks l i k e ,  a t  l e a s t  according t o  t h e  
log ,  t h a t  t h e  1st Platoon was e x t r a c t e d  o r  s t a r t e d  going back 
t o  Uptight a t  10:50 and .closed a t  Uptight a t  11:40 and then 
the  f i r s t  l i f t  t o  LZ Dot t i e  f o r  the  rest of  t h e  company 
a t  13:19 t h a t  a f te rnoon,  c losed  o u t  t h e  opera t ion .  Do 
you have any knowledge of any i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o r  inqu i ry  being 
made on t h e  opera t ion?  

A. Our p a r t  i n  i t ?  

Q. Yes. 

A. The only t h i n g  I knew was when I g o t  t h e  
telegram. 

Q- Yes. I mean while  you were i n  Vietnam? 

A. No. 

Q id you ever  hear  an o rde r  during a time you 
were ou t  t h e r e  t o  s t o p  the  burning? 

A. Yes. 

Q. When d id  t h i s  o rde r  come down? 
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A. I t h i n k  t h e  second day. 

Q Well, now t h e  second day was when you a l l  s tayed  
. up by t h e  br idge  and t h e  company moved south and then they 

came back and laagered .  What time t h a t  day, do you r e c a l l ?  

A. I t h i n k  it was when we c losed  wi th  t h e  company. 

Q Is t h a t  when you heard it was it enroute?  

A. It was by word of mouth. 

Q Afte r  you go t  down t h e r e  then? 

A. Right ,  yes.  

Q Were you o r  anyone you know quest ioned on t h i s  
opera t ion  before  t h i s  time. 

A. No. 

Q Did you ca r ry  a camera? 

A. Not then ,  no. To me a camera was nothing bu t  
e x t r a  weight.  

Q Did you ever  hear  any rumors t h a t  c i v i l i a n s  
were k i l l e d  unnecessar i ly  by B/4/3/ o r  C/1/20 dur ing  t h i s  
opera t ion?  

A. I heard rumors t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  Char l i e  Company 
k i l l e d  some. 

Q. What d i d  you hear?  

A. This is j u s t  say so.  I t  s a i d  t h a t  Captain MEDINA 
r epor ted  125 VC k i l l e d ,  confirmed k i l l s  and someone who knew 
MEDINA before  s a i d  t h a t  probably about th ree -quar t e r s  were 
c i v i l i a n s .  

Q . Who s a i d  t h a t ?  

A. I c a n ' t  remember. 

Q. C Company had a l l  of t h e  a c t i o n  and B Company 
had all of t h e  c a s u a l t i e s .  
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A. Y e s .  

Q. How about wi th  B Company? Did you e v e r  hea r  
people i n  t h e  1st Platoon say anything about t h e  opera t ipns  
of t h e  f i r s t  day? 

A. W e l l ,  I remember MILUS s a i d  he k i l l e d  somebody. 

Q. - You t a l k e d ' t o  him befo re  he was k i l l e d ?  

A. Y e s ,  I t a l k e d  to  him t h e  day we m e t  him on that 
s t r i p  of land. 

Q. What was he t a l k i n g  about? 

A. I t h i n k  he was enjoying himself t o  t e l l  you t h e  
t r u t h  about it. He w a s  laughing and s a i d  he s h o t  a 
pregnant woman o r  something. 

Q. Is t h a t  r i g h t ?  

A, I c o u l d n ' t  t e l l  you f o r  su re .  

D. Did he say anything about anybody e l s e .  

A. No, t h a t  is  the  only t h i n g  he s a i d .  

Q Did he say anything about t h i s  ind i sc r imina te  
f i r e  over t h e r e  o r  k i l l i n g  people coming o u t  of t h e  
bunkers? Did he say how he k i l l e d '  t h i s  woman? 

A. Actua l ly ,  I th ink  he was bragging how good he 
was with t h e  machinegun, because he s a i d  she was about 
1 5 0  meters away from him. 

Q He j u s t  s h o t  h e r  down? 

A.  Yes. 

Q. Did he say anything e l s e ?  

A.  No, Af ter  he s a i d  t h a t  I went away from him 
because t o  me--

Q . ( In te rpos ing)  Who e l s e  was he t a l k i n g  t o  
besides you? 

A.  I d o n ' t  t h ink  anyone e l s e  was around, because 
I was cu r ious ,  and I asked him what was a l l  t h e  f i r i n g  
about. He s a i d  t h a t  and laughed and I went away from him. 
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Q Did you t a l k  t o  anybody e l s e ?  

A. No, I w a s  t a l k i n g  t o  t h e  boys about t h e  
opera t ion  then .  The ones t h a t  I t a l k e d  t o ,  I d i d n ' t  t a l k  
t o  them about t h e  opera t ions ,  because t h a t  i f  i t  happened 
once--if it d i d  happen I d i d n ' t  want t o  know about i t ,  
because t o  m e  it j u s t  d i d n ' t  set  r i g h t  with m e .  

Q Did you hea r  anything about TAYLOR and HOOTON 
shoot ing a  baby i n  t h e  head? 

A. I'm t r y i n g  t o  t h i n k .  I t h i n k  I do remember t h a t .  

Q What d i d  you h e a r  about t h a t ?  

A* I d o n ' t  know when it was TAYLOR o r  HOOTON 
they  s a i d  h e  took a . 4 5  and s h o t  him. 

Q Is t h a t  what you heard? 

A. Yes. 

Q Was t h a t  on t h i s  opera t ion?  

A. That is  what I a m  t r y i n g  t o  remember, because 
w e  had one more opera t ion  before  t h a t  and I am t r y i n g  t o  
renerriber which cne i t  was. 

Q O  Did you hear  of any rapes  going on over  t h e r e ?  

A. No. 

Q How about up i n  t h a t  v i l l a g e  a r e a  up t h e r e ?  

A. Not t h a t  I remember. 

Q - ARVN ? 

A. No. Like I s a i d ,  I d i d n ' t  know t h e r e  was any 
people around t h e r e .  I thought they  chased them a l l  o u t .  

Q. Were you ever  t o l d  n o t  t o  d i scuss  t h e  k i l l i n g s  
of c i v i l i a n s  up t h e r e  i n  t h a t  ope ra t ion?  

A. No. 

Q Anybody you know e v e r  t o l d ?  

A.  Told what? 

APP T-338 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY . 


Q. Not t o  d i s c u s s  this opera t ion?  

A. No. 

Q. .Do you know i f  mar i juna  was a problem i n  the 
company? 

A. What? 

Q. Marij  una? 

A. I knew q u i t e  a few people  smoked it. 

Q a  On opera t ions?  

A. Not on opera t ions?  

Q g  
 Aside from what you have t o l d  m e ,  d i d  you 
know of any U.S. o r  ARVN personnel  t o r t u r i n g  VC suspec t s  
o r  PW's on t h i s  opera t ion?  

A. N o .  

Q. You d i d n ' t  hea r  of  any of them g e t t i n g  s h o t ?  

A .  No, I d i d n ' t .  

Q - M r .  ANDERSON, I r e q u e s t  t h a t  you n o t  d i s c u s s  
your testimony i n  t h i s  case wi th  o t h e r s  - i n c l u d i n g  o t h e r  
wi tnesses  f o r  thils i n v e s t i g a t i o n  ,. except  a s  you may be 
requi red  t o  do before  a competent j u d i c a l ,  l e g i s l a t i v e ,  o r  
admin i s t r a t ive  body. 

. . 

D o  you have any f u r t h e r  s ta tement  o r  any 
f u r t h e r  testimony t h a t  might a s s i s t  us i n  t h i s  case?  

A. No, I don ' t .  


COL WILSON: The hea r ing  w i l l  r e c e s s .  


(The hea r ing  was recessed  a t  1 6 2 1  hours ,  6 February 
1970 .) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: HOUGHTON, Daniel  R o  

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 3 February 1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 1 6  MARCH 1968: A s s i s t a n t  gunner, 
Mortar Platoon,  B/4/3. 

1. PRIOR TRAINING I N  THE RULES OF LAND WARFARE. 

The wi tness  could n o t  recal l  ever  being i n s t r u c t e d  
i n  t h e  l e g a l i t y  o r  i l l e g a l i t y  of o r d e r s  (pg. 5 ) .  

2. PREOPERATIONAL PLANS AND BRIEFINGS. 

The wi tness  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  b r i e f i n g s  he normally 
r ece ived  from h i s  l eader s  were r a t h e r  sketchy (pg. 6 ) .  H e  
could n o t  r e c a l l  t h e  name of h i s  squad l e a d e r  on 1 6  March 
(pg. 6 ) .  H e  a s s e r t e d  t h a t  h e  never rece ived  o rde r s  t o  k i l l  
l i v e s t o c k  whi le  i n  Vietnam and hootches were burned a t  an 
N C O ' s  o rde r  o r  wi thout  any o rde r  (pgs. 7 ,  8 ) .  H e  r e c a l l e d  
no p a r t i c u l a r  o r d e r s  concerning t h e  handl ing of de ta inees  
dur ing  t n i s  ope ra t ion  (pg. 8 ) .  The g e n e r a l  i d e a  given was 
t h a t  t h e  area w a s  populated by VC and sympathizers (pg. 10). 
During h i s  e n t i r e  t o u r  i n  Vietnam he heard no o rde r s  t o  shoot  
everyone i n  a c e r t a i n  a r e a  (pg. 1 0 ) .  

3 .  THE COMBAT ASSAULT. 

a. A c t i v i t i e s  on t h e  16th.  

The wi tness  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  r ece iv ing  any f i r e  during 
t h e  landing (pg. l o ) ,  nor anything o u t  of t h e  ord inary  

(HOUGHTON) SUM APP T-311 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 




happening dur ing  t h e  f i r s t  day and n i g h t  of  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  
(pgs. 15,  16) . 

b. ~ c t i e i t i e son t h e  17 th .  

The wi tness  a s s e r t e d  t h a t  he  d i d  n o t  recall 
f i r i n g  t h e  mor tar  t h e  second day (pgs. 16,  1 7 ) .  The mortar  
w a s  n o t  f i r e d  un less  it w a s  abso lu te ly  necessary (pg. 1 7 ) .  
He r e c a l l e d  rece iv ing  some s m a l l  a r m s  f i r e  a f t e r  TAYLOR 
was wounded by t h e  mine (pg. 18) . He s t a t e d  t h a t  
demoli t ion men were accompanying h i s  u n i t  a t  t h a t  t i m e  
marking p o s s i b l e  mines (pgs. 19,  20) .  He d i d  n o t  recall 
hear ing  of anything o u t  o f  t h e  ord inary  t h a t  day o r  
evening (pg. 21) . 

c.  ~ c t i v i t i e son t h e  18th  and 19th.  

The wi tness  r e c a l l e d  a MJZDCAP team s e t  up i n  a 
v i l l a g e  near  t h e  c o a s t  and see ing  some i n t e r r o g a t i o n s ,  b u t  
nothing i r r egu la r  (pg. 23) . That n i g h t  t h e  u n i t  came under 
mortar a t t a c k .  The wi tness  pu l l ed  t h e  dead MILUS from h i s  
foxhole,  s i n c e  it w a s  u p s e t t i n g  t h e  men (pg. 25) . ~ r t i l l e r y  
was slow i n  homing i n  on t h e  enemy mor tars ,  though marker 
rounds had been f i r e d  previous ly  and t h e  f l a s h e s  from t h e  
mortars were seen (pgs. 25, 2 6 ) .  The wi tness  added t h a t  h i s  
mortar r e tu rned  f i r e  (pg.  2 6 ) .  The u n i t , w a s  e x t r a c t e d  the 
next  day from t h e  beach and took about s i x  d e t a i n e e s  with 
them. One of  t h e s e  had been roughed up q u i t e  a b i t  by a 
G I  and a Vietnamese i n t e r r o g a t o r  (pgs. 27, 28) .  

4 .  KNOWLEDGE OF .%N I N C I D E N T .  

The wi tness  had no knowledge of any unnecessary k i l l i n g  
by any of t h e  Task Force Barker companies (pg. 32) .  

5. IW3VLEDGE OF AN INVESTIGATION. 

The wi tness  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  were rumors t h a t  a 
" f e d e r a l  inves t iga t ion"  was being conducted of one of 
t h e  o t h e r  companies i n  Task Force Bazker (pgs. 30, 3 1 ) .  he 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was a l l eged  t o  be concerned with t h e  m i s -
handling of p r i soners  (pg. 3 0 ) .  a either t h e  wi tness ,  nor  
t o  h i s  knowledge, any of h i s  comrades were approached about 
t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  (pg. 31) . 
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6 .  OTHER INFORMATION. 

a. S t reng th  of t h e  mortar platoon.  

The wi tness  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  t h e  mortar p la toon was 
v a s t l y  unders t rength  a s  was h i s  squad (pgs.  2 ,  3 ) .  

b. Use of mariiuana. 

The wi tness  knew t h a t  some of t h e  men of h i s  
u n i t  "blew g r a s s " ,  b u t  h e  d id  n o t  cons ider  it a problem. 
He d i d  n o t  know bf i t s  use dur ing  opera t ions  (pgs.  3 2 ,  
3 3 ) .  
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EXHIBITS 


EXHIBIT
 .. -
NUMBER DESCRIPTION NOTES PAGES 
'wit issued card in 

LJ~-2 MACV Card "Nin'e Rules" Hawaii. 4 
MACV Card "Tne Enemy in 
Your Hands1' - Wit could not recall 4 

- Miscellaneous Scene 
Wit recognized 
detainee and HUFF- 11 
MAN. 

P-19 Miscellaneous Scene 	 recall. 12 

Wit recognized as 


P-20 Miscellaneous Scene 	 area where he 13 

found VC equipment, 


P-22 I Miscellaneous Scene 1 Wit recognized. -14 
1 Wit dld not I 

P-23 Miscellaneous Scene recognize. 15 

P-81 Instructions to witness 	Read by witness. 1'. 

P-208 Photo of detainees 	 Wit recalled. 29 


MAP-4 Map 6739 I1 	 Wit oriented. 9 
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(The hea r ing  reconvened a t  1445 hours ,  3 February 
1970 .) 

COL WILSON: The hear ing  w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  

RCDR : The fol lowing named persons a r e  p resen t :  COL WILSON, 
LTC NOLL, and M A J  THOMAS. 

The next  wi tness  i s  M r .  Daniel  R. HOUGHTON. 

(MR. HOUGHTON was c a l l e d  as a wi tness ,  was sworn, 
and t e s t i f i e d  a s  follows :) 

Please  s ta te  your f u l l  name, occupat ion,  and r e s -
idence? 

A. Daniel  R. HOUGHTON, dozer o p e r a t o r ,  RD 2 ,  Greene, 
New York. 

COL WILSON: M r .  HOUGHTON, d i d  you g e t  a chance t o  read  t h e  
information i n  E x h i b i t  M-81 t h a t  w a s  passed ou t?  

A. Yes, sir.  

0. D o  you understand t h a t  t h i s  i s  an in te rv iew team? 

A *  Right.  

Q. There ' s  t h r e e  members of t h e  team: myself ,  Colonel 
NOLL, and Mr. WALSH. M r .  WALSH i s  a c i v i l i a n  a t t o r n e y .  H e ' l l  
probably be back i n  a l i t t l e  l a t e r .  It could be t h a t  o t h e r  
members of General  PEERS' group may come i n  h e r e  and ques t ion  
you. I f  they do, I ' l l  i d e n t i f y  them. A s  you remember, what 
we ' re  t r y i n g  t o  do i s  b u i l d  a p i c t u r e  of what t h e  opera t ions  
were concerning E/4 /3  dur ing  t h e  per iod  1 6 ,  17 ,  18 ,  and 1 9  
March. Now, w e ' l l  do t h a t  i n  a chronologica l  sequence i f  
poss ib le .  

What w a s  your assignment on 1 6  March 1968? 

A .  You mean my actual--what I was supposed t o  do? 

Q What was your duty? 
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A. I w a s  i n  an 81  mortar  c r e w .  W e  were supposed t o  
set up a per imeter  around t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q. W a i t  now, - l e t  me expla in .  The f i r s t  t h i n g  w e ' r e  
going t o  t a l k  about i s - t h e  t r a i n i n g  t h a t  you rece ived  b e f o r e  
going t o  Vietnam and j u s t  a f t e r  a r r i v a l ;  and then  I ' m  going 
t o  ques t ion  you on t h e  b r i e f i n g  p r i o r  t o  t h e  opera t ion;  t h e n  
w e ' l l  t a l k  about  what happened on t h e  opera t ion .  A f t e r  t h a t ,  
w e ' l l  ask you about  any i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  t h a t  you might know 
about. So when I ask you your assignment on t h e  16 th  o f  
March, I ' m  t a l k i n g  about your  assignment t h e  f i r s t  day of  
t h e  opera t ion .  I want t o  f i x  t h i s  t i m e  i n  your  mind s o  t h a t  
w e ' r e  a l l  on t h e  same frequency. Tha t ' s  t h e  day t h a t  Lieu-
t e n a n t  COCHRAN w a s  k i l l e d .  

A. Right. 

Q Okay, t h a t ' s  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  we're t a l k i n g  about. 
Now, on t h a t  d a t e ,  what w a s  your duty  assignment i n  t h e  com-
pany? Were you i n  t h e  mortar  p la toon of B/4/3? 

A. Right ,  okay. 

Q- DO you remember what your duty was i n  t h e  p la toon?  

A. Oh, okay. I t h i n k  I w a s  a s s i s t a n t  gunner a t  t h e  
t i m e .  

Q - Were your squads numbered? 

A. Well, they weren ' t  numbered because we d i d n ' t  have 
enough men, s o  a l l  we d i d  was make one squad and c a r r y  one 
gun, That was it. 

Q. How many men d i d  you have i n  t h a t  platoon? 

A. Well, when we l e f t  from Hawaii we had, I guess ,  
1 6  men. We went down t o  about f i v e  o r  s i x ,  and then  we go t  
replacements i n  from Germany. They a l l ,  one way o r  another ,  
were e l iminated .  So I guess ,  on t h e  average,  we funct ioned 
wi th  about 9 o r  1 0  men most of t h e  t ime. 

Q How many men d i d  you have on t h e  16 of March? 
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A. I c o u l d n ' t  say.  I know we d i d n ' t  have a f u l l  mor-
t a r  p la toon,  i f  t h a t ' s  what you want t o  know. W e  never had 
what you c a l l  a f u l l  mortar p la toon t h e  whole t ime I was i n  
8 1  mi l l ime te r  mortars .  

Q Let  me ask you t h i s .  Did you have a f u l l  mortar 
squad? 

A. W e l l ,  okay, we had -a gunner, an a s s i s t a n t  gunner, 
and I d o n ' t  know how many ammo b e a r e r s ,  and we had one man 
i n  FDC. There ' s  supposed t o  be two o r  t h r e e  i n  FDC. We 
d i d n ' t  have them. One man' took c a r e  of the  whole t h i n g  i n  
FDC . 
Q - Who was your p la toon l eader?  

A. Sergeant  VANN . 
Q- Who'was the  p la toon l e a d e r  before  Sergeant  VANN? 

A. L ieutenant  COCHRAN. The 2d Platoon - l eader  was 
k i l l e d ,  so  Lieutenant  COCHRAN was t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  the  2d 
Platoon because he used t o  be a l i n e  p la toon l e a d e r ,  
and Sergeant  VANN took over t h e  weapons p la toon.  That 
was t h e  Pas t  time we ever  had a p la toon l e a d e r .  Well, 
l e t ' s  see.  We had a p la toon l e a d e r ,  I guess maybe the  
f i r s t  3 months we were i n  country and t h a t  was it a s  
f a r  a s  l i e u t e n a n t s  go. 

Q. So a c t u a l l y ,  what it amounts t o  i s  t h a t  on the  
16 th  of March you had about one mortar squad, and you were 
t h e  gunner? 

A* No. 

Q A s s i s t a n t  gunner? 

A. Yes. 

Q Okay. Who was t h e  gunner? 

A. I c o u l d n ' t  t e l l  you. I g o t  some p o s s i b i l i t i e s  who 
it could be ,  bu t  I cou ldn ' t  a c t u a l l y  say.  It might have been 
a Spec 4 HUFFFMAN, o r  t h i s  Dennis. I d o n ' t  know h i s  l a s t  
name. 
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Q. I have two e x h i b i t s  here.  One is M-2, a facg imi le
of a MACV card ,  e n t i t l e d ,  "Nine Rules. " Have you ever  seen 
t h a t  card? It had a r e d  MACV i n s i g n i a  on t h e  f r o n t  of it. 

A. Y e s ,  I have s e e n  it. , 

Q- Do you have one? 

A. You are supposed t o  c a r r y  one i n  your w a l l e t .  I 
d o n ' t  know if I have one now. I should have one, b u t  i t ' s  
probably home. 

Q W e r e  you i s s u e d  one? 

A. Right.  

Q Where? 

A. Hawaii. 

Q- How about Exh ib i t  M-3 ,  e n t i t l e d ,  "The Enemy I n  
Your Hands "? ! 

A. I d o n ' t  remember t h e  ca rd ,  b u t  I do remember they 
t o l d  us about that s t u f f .  

Q You d c n ' t  remember t h i s  card? 

A. No. 

Q This card would have folded.  

A. A yellow card? 

Q- No, a white  card and it had the  r ed  MACV i n s i g n i a  
on it. 

A. I d o n ' t  t h ink  so.  

Q D o  you remember ever  r ece iv ing  any t r a i n i n g ,  which 
would probably come i n  a m i l i t a r y  j u s t i c e  c l a s s  o r  a c l a s s  on 
the  Geneva Convention, which pe r t a ined  t o  the  l e g a l i t y  of 
orders?  What d i d  you g e t  ou t  of t h a t ?  
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A. You mean what t h e  class s a i d ?  

8.  Yes, what you were t o l d .  

A. What was t h e  ques t ion  again? 

a- L e g a l i t y  of o rde r s .  Legal o r d e r s ,  i l l e g a l  o rde r s .  

A. You mean as far as t h e  commander g iv ing  them t o  us? 

Q Yes. 

A. You were supposed t o  do what you were t o l d .  

Q. No ques t ions?  

A. No ques t ions .  I g o t  t h a t  thrown a t  me q u i t e  a few 
times whi le  I was i n  t h e  Army. 

Q D i a  you? 

A.  They t o l d  t o  keep my pe r sona l  opin ion  t o  myself. 

Q. You never  had any i n s t r u c t i o n  on whether o r  n o t  an 
o r d e r  could be i l l e g a l ?  

A. N o ,  j u s t  do what you a r e  t o l d .  

Q. Okay. Now, t h i s  s e r i e s  of ques t ion  i s  going t o  
concern t h e  b r i e f i n g  t h a t  you rece ived  before  t h e  opera t ion .  
What I want t o  do i s  go back t o  t h e  15th  of March a t  Uptight 
and you t e l l  us who b r i e f e d  you and what you were t o l d  about 
t h e  opera t ion  t h a t  was going t o  t a k e  p lace  t h e  fol lowing day. 

A. Well,  t h e  b r i e f i n g s  were never  t o o  much. A l l  they  
s a i d  w a s  tomorrow morning a t  a c e r t a i n  time y o u ' r e  going t o  
g e t  on a chopper and go on a CA. You're going t o  a c e r t a i n  
v i l l a g e ,  and your job i s  t o  secure  a v i l l a g e .  That was i t ,  
and w e  went i n .  

Q And t h a t ' s  i t ?  

A.  Yes, s ir .  

Q- Now, who t o l d  you t h i s ?  
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A. W e l l ,  t h e  capta in .  I can 't remember i f  it w a s  
Captain MICHLES. I t h i n k  it was. H e  c a l l e d  a l l  t h e  p la toon 
l e a d e r s  t o g e t h e r  and he t o l d  them j u s t  what w a s  going t o  hap-
pen, and t hen  t h e  p la toon l e a d e r s  came back and got--sometimes 
they  go t  us  a l l  t o g e t h e r  o r  else they t o l d  t h e  squad l e a d e r  
and then the squad l e a d e r  t o l d  us.  

Q So who b r i e f e d  you t h i s  time? 

A. I c o u l d n ' t  t e l l  you. I th ink  it w a s  t h e  squad 
l eader .  

Q - It would have been t h e  one who's name you c a n ' t  
remember? 

A. W e l l ,  I d o n ' t  know. I c a n ' t  remember i f  Sergeant  
HARRIS was with us  a t  t h e  t i m e .  He came from Germany, bu t  I 
can' t remember. 

Q - I f  Sergeant HARRIS is on t h a t  r o s t e r  which you saw, 
he would probably would have been with the  u n i t .  

A. I d i d n ' t  s ee  a r o s t e r .  Does t h i s  t e l l  who was 
the re?  

Q Well, it c a n ' t  t e l l  you who was t h e r e ,  bu t  who was 
assigned t o  t h e  company, and "hat  should be a l p h a b e t i c a l .  

A.  I d o n ' t  s e e  h i s  name on t h e r e ,  so  he wasn ' t  with 
US,  then. .,.. 

Q. Do you th ink  your squad l eader  b r i e f e d  you? 

A. . I do. 

Q It wasn ' t  Sergeant  VANN? 

A. N o .  

Q Now, t h i s  opera t ion  was a combat a s s a u l t  i n t o  t h e  
P i n k v i l l e .  You had been t h e r e  maybe once o r  twice before .  

A. About every o t h e r  week. 
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Q. And t h i s  was supposed t o  l a s t  f o r  2 o r  3 days. 
don' t know whether you were t o l d  t h a t  o r  no t .  Let me ask you 
a couple of ques t ions  t o  see  i f  you can r e c a l l  anything. Do 
you r e c a l l  any o rde r s  being given concerning the  d e s t r u c t i o n  
of foodstock, houses? 

A. No. 

Q - How about the  d e s t r u c t i o n  of animals and l i v e s t o c k ?  

A. No. Never given an o rde r  l i k e  t h a t .  We never got  
o rde r s  l i k e  t h a t  the  whole time I was t h e r e .  Now, I w i l l  say 
we had the  order  t o  des t roy  some houses and burn some hootches,  
bu t  never t o  des t roy  l i v e s t o c k .  

Q- . Well, d i d  you have o rde r s  t o  burn hootches on t h i s  
opera t ion?  

A. No, no t  t h a t  I know o f .  

Q .  How,did you g e t  these  o rde r s?  id you g e t  these  
a f t e r  you g o t  t o .  t h e  f i e l d  or--' 

A. ( In te rpos ing)  Whatss t h a t ?  

Q .  The d e s t r u c t i o n ,  burning t h e  hootches? 

A. Right ,  r i g h t .  

Q. You d i d n ' t  ge t  them ahead of time when you went on 
an opera t ion?  

A. N a .  We would j u s t  be walking through a v i l l a g e ,  
and maybe one of your men would g e t  i t ,  so somebody'd g e t  mad 
and j u s t  burn them. 

Q - Well, s e e ,  t h a t ' s  no t  a q u e s t i h  of g e t t i n g  o rde r s  
t o  burn them, T h a t ' s  a question--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  No, I mean, w e l l ,  l e t ' s  pu t  it t h i s  
way, Nobody t o l d  us  no t  t o .  Well, we d i d  have o rde r s  i n  a 
few cases .  I won't say a p la toon l e a d e r  o r  a l i e u t e n a n t  o r  
a cap ta in  t o l d  us ,  b u t  an NCO would say burn it, so  w e  burned 
it. 

Q - You d o n ' t  know where he g o t  h i s  i n s t r u c t i o n s ,  o r  
i f  he d id?  
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A. I d o n ' t  know. I have no i d e a .  

Q What about  t h e  c o n t r o l  and d i s p o s i t i o n  of  t h e  
people  t h a t  were i n  t h i s  a r e a ?  Was there anyth ing  mentioned 
on t h a t ?  

A. You mean t h e  n a t i v e s ?  

Q Yes. 

A. W e l l ,  i n  my op in ion  they  w e r e  w o r t h l e s s .  

Q Yes, b u t  I mean was anyth ing  g iven  t o  you i n  t h e  
b r i e f i n g  a s  t o  what w a s  supposed t o  be done w i t h  them. 

I 

A. No. Oh, you mean about hand l ing  them? 

Q Yes. 

A. .. Well,  o u r  miss ion  was t o  s e c u r e  a p e r i m e t e r  around 
t h e  v i l l a g e .  W e  d i d n ' t  have t o  handle  any people .  

&. You mean t h e  mor ta r  p l a t o o n ,  o r  what? 

A .- Our p l a t o o n .  We w e r e  supposed t o  go i n  the v i l -
l age .  

& T h e  morta,r  p l a toon?  

A. No. 

9. So you d o n ' t  remember anyth ing ,  t hen ,  be ing  d i s -
cussed about  hand l ing  people ,  what t o  do w i t h  them o r  any-
t h i n g  l i k e  t h a t ?  

A. No, no. On occas ions ,  when w e  a c t u a l l y  d i d  go 
i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  a l l  we were supposed t o  do was s e c t i o n  t h e  
people  o f f ;  t h e  women i n  one group,  t h e  men i n  ano the r  and 
t h e  k i d s  i n  ano the r  one;  s p l i t  them up s o  they  c o u l d n ' t  
t a l k  between them. But o t h e r  t han  t h a t ,  we j u s t  s e c t i o n e d  
them o f f ,  and then  they  brought  i n t e r p r e t e r s  i n ,  and t h e y  
ques t ioned  them. Whatever t hey  wanted t o  do wi th  them, t hey  
d i d  w i t h  them, as f a r  a s  t h e  Vietnamese, I mean. 

&- Thi s  i s  normal o p e r a t i o n s ,  now? 
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A. R igh t ,  r i g h t .  

Q - The procedures  of t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  o p e r a t i o n  coming 
up on t h e  1 6 t h  of  March would be no d i f f e r e n t  t han  normal oper-
a t i o n s ?  

A. For us it w a s n ' t ,  no. 

Q. Did anybody say  what t h e  enemy s i t u a t i o n  was down 
there, what s i z e  u n i t  you were going t o  be con f ron ted  w i t h ,  
o r  what t o  expec t ?  

A. I c o u l d n ' t  h o n e s t l y  say.  

Q. Do you know what t h e  o t h e r  p l a t o o n s  of t h e  company 
were supposed t o  do; l s t ,  2d, and 3d P la toons?  

A. I guess t hey  were supposed t o  s e t  up a pe r ime te r  
out--recon t h e  a r e a ,  I guess .  

Q Nobody s a i d  what t h e  1st P la toon  was going t o  do ,  
what t h e  2d w a s  going t o  do,  t h e  3d, and so  f o r t h ?  

A. They probably d i d ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  remember. 

Q Okay. On t h e  day of  t h e  o p e r a t i o n ,  ypu took o f f  
from Upt igh t .  There were two l i f t s .  Do you r e c a l l  which 
l i f t  you w e r e  on? 

A. I ' d  say t h e  second l i f t ,  because t h e r e  were a l r eady  
people  s e c u r i n g  t h e  LZ when we  came i n .  So it would have 
t o  be t h e  second l i f t .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  how many l i f t s  took them i n  t h e r e ?  

A. I t  w a s  j u s t  our  company, r i g h t ?  Yeah, it had t o  
be on j u s t  Up t igh t ,  s o  t h e  number o f  l i f t s  depends on how 
many choppers t h e r e  w e r e .  

Q W e l l ,  l e t  me g i v e  him a l i t t l e  d e s c r i p t i o n  he re  
on what happened. 

(COL WILSON o r i e n t e d  t h e  w i t n e s s  on E x h i b i t  
Map-4. ) 

Did you r e c e i v e  any f i r e  from t h e  LZ? 
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A. No, I d o n ' t  t h i n k  so .  They d idn '  t say t h a t  it was 
a h o t  one, b u t  I can remember it. 

Q,?. Did you, o r  anyone t h a t  you saw, f i r e  when they
P e f t  t h e  a i r c r a f t ?  

A. Our men? 

Q - Y e s .  

A. No. 

Q .  Did you see  any gunships? 

A. Ours? 

Q - Yes, what w e r e  they doing? 

A. O n  t h e  f i r s t  l i f t  they usua l ly  f i r e .  I c a n ' t  re-
member i f  t hey  f i r e d  on t h e  second l i f t  o r  n o t .  They usua l ly  
d o n ' t  f i r e  i f  t h e  LZ i s  c o l d ,  b u t  i f  i t ' s  h o t  they usua l ly  
f i r e .  I c o u l d n ' t  say because I was on t h e  second l i f t .  I 
d o n ' t  know i f  they  s t r a f e d  t h e  a r e a  before  t h e  f i r s t  l i f t  
came i n  o r  no t .  W e l l ,  it sounds s t u p i d ,  b u t  t hey  c a l l  it 
recon by f i r e ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  know i f  they a c t u a l l y  d i d  be fo re  
we came i n  o r  no t .  

IYlR W U S H :  Do you remember i f  t h i s  mission was d e s c r i ~ e das 
a  search  and d e s t r o y  mission dur ing  your b r i e f i n g ?  

A. I don ' t remember. 

Q Have you been i n  P i n k v i l l e  a r e a  b e f o r e ?  

A. Well,  I ' d  say t h e  whole t i m e  I was i n  Vietnam, w e  
were i n  t h e r e  a t  l e a s t  10 t i m e s .  We l o s t  a l o t  of men i n  
t h a t  v i l l a g e .  

Q Do you remember anybody t e l l i n g  you a t  t he  b r i e f -
i n g  t h a t  t h e  only ,  people  t h e r e  were VC o r  VC sympathizers? 

A. That was t h e  gene ra l  i dea .  I mean, a s  a r u l e  t h a t ' s  
what everybody cons idered  t h a t  whole v i l l a g e ,  VC o r  VC sympath-
i z e r s .  
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Q. Did anybody a t  t h e  b r i e f i n g  say anyth ing  about 
shoo t ing  t h e  people?  

A. No. You were never  supposed t o  s h o o t  anybody un-
less they  a c t u a l l y  r a n  o r  f i r e d  on you. I f  you t o l d  them t o  
s t o p  and they  d i d n ' t  s t o p ,  t h a t ' s  t h e  only  t ime w e  were ever  
t o l d  t o  f i r e .  I n  most c a s e s  t hey  d i d n ' t  even f i r e  when they  
r an .  They l e t  them go,  b u t  i f  they were f i r e d  a t ,  n a t u r a l l y ,  
they  f i r e d  back.  

Q. Do you t h i n k  any of t h e  men could  have had t h e  
i d e a  t h a t  when they  w e r e  going i n t o  P i n k v i l l e  they  w e r e  sup-
posed t o  s h o o t  evebody they  saw? 

A. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  so .  We were never  t o l d  t h a t  t he  
whole t ime w e  was t h e r e .  

COL WILSON: W e l l ,  l e t  me s e e  t h e  photograph.  I w i l l  ask 
you a couple  of ques t ions .  Do you recognize  photograph P-18? 
Do you recognize  t hose  Vietnamese? 

A. I recognize  t h a t  o l d  man. 

Q - The o l d  man s t a n d i n g  up and f a c i n g  t h e  camera? 

Right. 

Q.  What about  him? 

A. I j u s t  remember him be ing  o u t  t h e r e ,  because t h a t  
used t o  be my squad l e a d e r .  T h a t ' s  HUFFMAN. 

Q e  What does  HUFFMAN appear  t o  be doing? Guarding him? 

A. Guarding him. T h a t ' s  what he was doing.  

Q Where was t h i s ?  

A. I ' d  say it w a s  down around P i n k v i l l e  someplace, be-
cause it l o o k s  l i k e  Upt igh t  back i n  t h e  background. I t ' s  
around t h e  c o a s t  someplace. 

Q Do you know where t h e s e  Vietnamese came from? I f  
t hey  came from--

( I n t e r p o s i n g )  They came o u t  o f  a v i l l a g e .A*  
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Q They d i d n ' t  come i n  with C Company when they l inked 
up? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember. I f  I could only remember. I 
d o n ' t  remember i f  we g o t  these  people coming ou t  of the  v i l -
lage  o r  somebody brought them t o  us. Wait a minute--I c a n ' t  
remember. I t '  s been so  long ago. 

& This appears t o  be a graveyard.  

A. I ' d  say it was a graveyard. 

Q. What about t h i s  photograph, P-19? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember a s h o t  l i k e  t h a t .  

Q .  How about P-20? 

A. Oh, t h i s  i s  the  v i l l a g e  going toward Dot t i e .  We 
were digging i n  t h e r e  with a  r e p o r t e r  with us ,  and we were 
t o l d  t o  search  t h i n g s  mostly,  but  I c a n ' t  remember h i s  name. 
But he was with t h e  FO f o r  a r t i l l e r y ,  and t h a t ' s  me. We were 
digging f o r  garbage under a p i l e  he re ,  and then I went back 
here  and found a rock with a  canteen and f a t i g u e  s h i r t ,  and 
I guess what you c a l l  one of t h e i r  rain-poncho d e a l s .  

PC? 

A. They c a l l  it PC. I remember t h a t .  

Q. You i d e n t i f y  y o u r s e l f  a s  being on the  l e f t  w i t h  
t he  rod i n  your hand. Who's t h a t  bending over? 

A. He w a s  the--I  guess you'd c a l l  him the  RTO f o r  the  
a r t i l l e r y  l i e u t e n a n t ,  FO. 

Q What's he doing? 

A. He's digging i n  t h e  p i l e  looking f o r  s t u f f .  

Q He ' s  n o t  probing, then? 

A. NO, no. 
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Q. Who are those  two i n  t h e  background h e r e ,  two i n  
t h e  c e n t e r  background, one wi th  t h e  helmet  o f f ?  

A .  T h a t ' s  l i e u t e n a n t  what-you-cal l - i t .  I c a n ' t  re-
member h i s  name. 

Q JOHNSON? 

A. N o ,  t h a t ' s  n o t  JOHNSON. Lieutenant--no,  what am 
I t a l k i n g  about .  Sergeant--

Q- ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  You mean on t h e  r i g h t ?  

A. Right  h e r e ,  i s  t h a t  MARSHALL? MARSHALL, t h a t ' s  it, 
Se rgean t  MARSHALL. I d o n ' t  know who t h e  guy i s  with t h e  h a t  
o f f .  I c a n ' t  remember t h a t .  

Q- Now, what ' s  t h i s  t h i n g  you have i n  your  hand i n  t h e  
photograph? 

A. I t ' s  a hoe. 

Q. What? 

A. A hoe. 

Q Now, where was t h i s  l o c a t i o n ?  

A .  Between Upt igh t  and D o t t i e ,  i n  t h a t  d i r e c t i o n .  I 
don'  t know how they--

8- ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )  This  p i c t u r e  w a s  t aken  somewhere 
i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  where you l a a g e r e d  t h e  n i g h t  of t h e  16 th .  

A, That  v i l l a g e  was o f f  t o  the--I  d o n ' t  know my d i -
r e c t i o n s  f o r  beans ,  b u t  w e ' l l  s ay  U p t i g h t ' s  r i g h t  he re .  That  
v i l l a g e  i s  r i g h t  over  h e r e  up o f f  Upt igh t .  I know t h a t  f o r  
a fac t ,  because I can remen-ber do ing  a l l  t h i s  s t u f f .  L i eu t enan t  
MICHLZS w a s  r i g h t  o v e r  i n  h e r e  w i t h  an i n t e r p r e t e r ,  and t h e y  
w e r e  t a l k i n g  t o  some o l d  guy, and t h e r e  w e r e  hootches  back 
o f f  over h e r e  i n  t h e  hedgerow. 

Q a  So you j u s t  s t a y e d  t h e r e  t h a t  n i g h t  i n  t h i s  a r e a ?  

A. I c a n ' t  remember, I r e a l l y  d o n ' t  know. 

Q - Okay. 
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A.  I have no idea .  

a .  How about these  people? Have you ever  seen those 
two men i n  uniform? 

A,  There 's  a-:what do you c a l l  them. He worked i n  
t h e  r e a r  and he came o u t  a s  a--

Q ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )  He's an M I  type.  

A. Yeah, r i g h t .  He came on a couple of opera t ions  
with us. We'd g e t  people toge the r ,  and him and t h e  i n t e r -
p r e t e r  would ask ques t ions .  We'd group the  people up, and 
they 'd  go i n  and ask ques t ions .  

Q. Did you see  him on t h i s  opera t ion ,  e i t h e r  one of 
them? 

A. There was one with us ,  but  I d o n ' t  know i f  it was 
him. He worked with us q u i t e  a b i t ,  b u t  I c a n ' t  remember i f  
he w a s  with us on t h a t  opera t ion .  

A .  He was wi th  us. 

Q Same ind iv idua l?  

A. He w a s  with us on t h a t  opera t ion ,  because I can re-
member him working on t h i s  o ld  man. 

; l a  What happened t o  t h a t  o l d  man? 

A .  He j u s t  asked him a l o t  of ques t ions ,  b u t  I c a n ' t  
t h ink  i f  i t ' s  t h e  same opera t ion .  I t  had t o  be,  because I 
remember t h i s  o l d  man. 

Q. You remember him being ou t  t h e r e ,  then? 

A ,  Yeah. 

cl.  That o l d  man was o u t  the re .  Is t h a t  o l d  man--

A .  ( In te rpos ing)  He was i n  t h a t  v i l l a g e ,  t h e  l a s t  
one, when I had the  hoe i n  my hand. 
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Q He's from t h a t  v i l l a g e ?  

A.  Right ,  and t h a t ' s  Captain  MICHLES. 

Q.  Right .  T h a t ' s  P-23. What about  t h e s e  two he re?  
Did you eve r  s e e  t hose  two Vietnamese s o l d i e r s ?  

A. I f  I could p i c t u r e  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  I might be a b l e  
t o  t e l l  you, because t h e s e  guys came i n  when we had some of  
t h e s e  b i g  moves o f f  of D o t t i e .  We herded a l l  t h e  people  t o -
g e t h e r  and p u t  them i n  a v i l l a g e ,  and then  a  whole bunch o f  
guys from t h e  r e a r  came i n .  What do you c a l l  them, C I  guys? 

Q .  M I .  

A. M I  guys came i n ,  and they  i n t e r r o g a t e d  a l l  t h e  
people ,  b u t  I c a n ' t  remember. 

Q. Well, I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h a t  you saw t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  
area, b u t  I j u s t  wanted t o  know i f  you knew' t h e s e  two. 

A. No, I don' t know. I never  came t o o  much-- j u s t  t h e  
CP group came i n  c o n t a c t  w i th  most of t h e s e  guys. 

Q .  Now, you s a w  C Company come i n  t h a t  aay .  Did they  
corne i n  with wi th  any AEVN pei-sonizel? MI? 

A. I d o n ' t  know. 

Q. Did they  come i n  w i t h  any d e t a i n e e s ?  

A. I have no i d e a .  

Q.  Did you s e e  any i n t e r r o g a t i o n s  going on t h a t  day ,  
o r  t h a t  evening? 

A. I can ' t remember. 

Q - You d i d n ' t  s ee  anyth ing  o u t  of t h e  o r d i n a r y ?  Did. 
any th ing  happen t h a t  n i g h t  t h a t  you can remember? Did you 
hea r  any f i r i n g  i n s i d e  t h a t  l a a g e r ?  Small  arms f i r e ?  

A. Not t h a t  I know o f ,  no. 

Q - Did you see any Na t iona l  P o l i c e  i n  t h e r e  t h a t  day? 
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A. I can ' t remember . 
Q e  Do you remember any mor ta r  f i r e  t h a t  n i g h t ?  

A .  No. 

Q . Did you s t i l l  have f l a r e  rounds? 

A, What, i l l u m i n a t i o n ?  

Q - Yes. 

A. Well ,  we d i d  t h e n ,  I d o n ' t  know about  now. Yeah, 
we had i l l u m i n a t i o n .  

Q - Did you normally f i r e  them from a l a a g e r  p o s i t i o n ?  

A. A s  a r u l e ,  no, n o t  un l e s s  we were g e t t i n g  h i t .  

Q - But do you remember when any were f i r e d  t h a t  n i g h t ?  

A .  I t h i n k  maybe t h e r e  was, b u t  I ' m  n o t  going t o  say 
t h a t  t h e r e  w a s .  

Q - You d o n ' t  remember anyth ing  o u t  of t h e  o rd ina ry
happening t h a t  night? 

A. No. 

Q - A l l  r i g h t .  Do you remember f i r i n g  t h e  mortar  t h a t  
day i n  suppor t  of t h e  1st P la toon  moving a c r o s s  t h e  b r idge?  

A. I t h i n k  w e  might have s e t  up, b u t  I d o n ' t  a c t u a l l y  
remember f i r i n g  a t  a l l .  

Q BRETENSTEIN s a i d  you g o t  f i v e  rounds over  t h e r e ?  

A. Where d i d  he say  they  h i t ,  i n  t he  r i v e r ?  

Q W e l l ,  o u t  of t h e  f i v e ,  t h r e e  of them w e r e  supposed 
t o  be duds. I ' m  s u r e  t h a t  you all--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  What was BRETENSTEIN? He was an FO--
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Q. 
toon.  

( I n t e r p o s i n g )  He was an FO w i t h  t h e  1st Pla-

A. Well, i f  he s a i d  we d i d ,  w e  must have. I d o n ' t  
know. 

Q I t h i n k  VANN a l s o ,  s a i d  t hey  d i d  some f i r i n g - -

A. ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )  Must be t hey  d i d .  

Q But I wondered i f  you r e c a l l  t h i s  f i r i n g ?  

A. No, I d o n ' t .  I can remember--no, t hey  a l l  f i r e d .  
It w a s  s o  long  ago, I d o n ' t  know. But i f  t hey  s a i d  they  d i d ,  
we must have f i r e d .  

Q Did you eve r  h e a r ,  be fo re  you went on t h e s e  oper-
a t i o n s ,  of  any pre-planned f i r e ,  recon by f i r e ,  pre-planned 
mor ta r  recon by f i r e ?  

A. No. 

Q Pre-pos i t ioned  t a r g e t s  t h a t  you would b r i n g  under 
f i r e  on o r d e r ?  

A. No. 

Q. So whenever you went on an o p e r a t i o n  l i k e  t h i s ,  i f  
anybody wanted f i r e  t h e  FO came i n  and asked f o r  i t ?  There 
was no th ing  t h a t  w a s  pre-planned about  i t ?  

A. R igh t .  Mortar was never  used u n l e s s  t h e r e  w a s  heavy 
c o n t a c t  o r  t h e r e  w a s  somebody c a l l i n g  f o r  i t ,  and u s u a l l y  
t h a t  had t o  be okayed by t h e  CO--and i f  he d i d n ' t  okay it--I 
mean, a p l a toon  could c a l l  f o r  it, b u t  i f  t h e  CO s a i d  no, t h e n  
we d i d n ' t  f i r e .  But a s  a r u l e ,  we never  f i r e d  u n l e s s  w e  ab-
s o l u t e l y  had t o .  

Q - There was some q u e s t i o n  about  t h i s  f i r i n g  and 
t h o s e  duds going i n  and t h e  CO coming i n  and say ing  discon-
t i n u e  t h e  mor ta r  f i r e .  U s e  t h e  machinegun. 

A. He probably d i d .  Well,  Capta in  MICHLES, d i d n ' t  
a c t u a l l y  go t o o  b i g  on mor t a r ,  anyway. 
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Q. He d i d n ' t  l i k e  t h e  mor ta r?  

A .  No. Well,  I guess what it was, he d i d n ' t  a c t u a l l y  
t r u s t  a  mor ta r  very  w e l l ,  I d o n ' t  t h i n k .  That  w a s  t h e  b i g  
dea l ,  because I can remember a few ci rcumstances  where it 
could  have been used.  Everybody thought  it should  have been 
used,  b u t  he wouldn ' t  l e t  us use it, so I guess he w a s  s ca red  
t o  l e t  us use it. 

Q You d o n ' t  remember anyth ing  more happening t h a t  
n i g h t ?  

A. No. 

Q The n i g h t  o f  t h e  f i r s t  day you went i n ?  Nothing
unusual  about  t h a t ?  

A. No. 

Q - .. Do you remember moving ac ros s  t h e  b r i d g e  t h e  nex t  
day, going ove r  t h e r e  towards t h e  s ea?  

A. No. 

Q. You d o n ' t  remember c r o s s i n g  t h e  b r idge?  Do you
remember h e a r i n g  some f i r i n g  up t h e r e  a t  t h e  b r i d g e  and 
TAYLOR g e t t i n g  wounded, s t e p p i n g  on a mine? 

A. Ist Pla toon?  

Q. 1st P la toon .  

A. R igh t .  

Q.  Remember t h a t ?  

A. Yea. 

Q Did you h e a r  any s m a l l  arms f i r e ?  

A. I t h i n k  I d i d .  I ' m  n o t  s u r e ,  b u t  I can rernernber 
t h e  d e a l ,  him s t e p p i n g  on a mine, because we moved up and w e  
s e t  up a l i t t l e  pe r ime te r  so  a  chopper could come i n  and g e t  
him. 

Q - Do you mean you were over  a c r o s s  t h e  b r i d g e  when--
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A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  No, I was on t h i s  s i d e  and he 
w a s  on t h e  p o i n t .  We were on a wind, and he s t epped  on it. The: 
s a i d  he was probing when he h i t  it. I d o n ' t  know. 

Q By t h e  t i m e  you c ros sed  t h e  b r i d g e ,  h e ' d  been 
evacuated? 

A. Y e s .  

Q Did you s e e  any gunships  come i n ?  

A. No. 

Q You d i d n ' t  s e e  any gunships t h a t  morning? 

A, N o t  t h a t  I know o f .  

.Q .  Then, you d i d n ' t  hea r  any f i r i n g ,  and you c r o s s e d  
t h e  b r idge  normal ly ,  a s  you would c r o s s  a b r idge .  

A,  W e  had demol i t i on  men w i t h  us t h e n ,  I t h i n k ,  and 
they  w e r e  marking t h i n g s  where they  thought  maybe t h e r e  were 
mines, and we  had t o  s t a y  away from them. 

Q. How w e r e  t hey  marking them? 

Q ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Marking t a p e ?  

A. No, t i s s u e  paper .  

Q.  T i s sue  paper .  And t h e s e  people  were n o t  from-B 
Company? 

A. Yeah, we w e r e n ' t  w i t h  C h a r l i e  t hen .  

Q. No, b u t  t h e s e  demol i t i on  men y o u ' r e  t a l k i n g  about?  

A.  N o ,  t hey  w e r e n ' t  w i t h  us .  We d i d n ' t  have any dem-
o l i t i o n .  Well,  w e  had some t h a t  went t o  t h e  school  over  
t h e r e  t h a t  w a s  a u t h o r i z e d .  

Q - GUTHRIE? 

A. Oh, yeah,  t a l l ,  b i g ,  sk inny  k i d  from New Mexico, 
yeah. 

Q Was he one of your d e m o l i t i o n i s t s ?  
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A.  Yeah. 

Q Was he a p r e t t y  good d e m o l i t i o n i s t ?  

A. H e  was p r e t t y  good, I thought ,  anyway. H e  d i d  what 
he was supposed t o  do.  But he never--wel l ,  he blew up I guess  
a few 105 rounds and 155 rounds,  I guess .  Yeah, we were p r e t t y  
good buddies .  

Q So you c r o s s e d  over  t h a t  b r idge .  What happened 
on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e ,  any th ing?  

A. Not that I remember. 

Q Was t h e r e  any f i r i n g  going on when you c ros sed?  

A *  No. 

Q. .- Did you see anyth ing  unusual  over  t h e r e ?  

A. No. 

Q. Did you see a n y - b o d i e s  over  t h e r e ?  Any dead people?  

A. No. 

Q What happened when you g o t  over  t h e r e ?  Did you 
move i n t o  a p o s i t i o n  o r  set  t h e  mor ta r  up? 

A. I t h i n k  we k e p t  r i g h t  on walking someplace. I 
d o n ' t  remember s e t t i n g  up any p l a c e .  

Q. And you d i d n ' t  see anyth ing  unusual?  

A* No. 

Q. D i d  you move i n t o  a v i l l a g e  ove r  t h e r e ?  

A. L e t ' s  see, w e  went through a v i l l a g e  b e f o r e  w e  
c ros sed  t h e  b r idge .  

Q - Y e s ,  b u t  I ' m  t a l k i n g  about  t h e  o t h e r  s i d e .  

A. I thi 'nk we  went th rough  a  v i l l a g e .  I c a n ' t  re-
member. 
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Q Do you remember s t a y i n g  up t h e r e  f o r  a length  of 
time and s e t t i n g  the  mortar up and t h e  company moving o f f ,  
o r  d i d  you j u s t  s e t  around t h e r e  and then move o f f  with the  
company? 

A.  W e l l ,  u s u a l l y ,  i f  they  were going t o  j u s t  recon t h e  
a r e a ,  we'd s e t  up, b u t  i f  t h e  company w a s  going t o  make any 
long moves, we'd move r i g h t  with them. But I c a n ' t  remember 
i f  we s e t  up o r  not .  The only time we s e t  up i s  i f  the  com-
pany--if t h e  CP group a c t u a l l y  s e t  up, and we s tayed with t h e  
CP group and set t h e  mortar up and the  p la toons  went o u t  and 
xeconned t h e  area .  That ' s  the  only t i m e  we s e t  up. 

Q We understand t h a t  t h e  company moved south with t h e  
except ion  of one platoon and poss ib ly  t h e  mortar .  

A .  Did somebody say t h a t  w e  f i r e d  a mortar while  we 
w e r e  set up t h e r e ?  

Q No. 

A.  Maybe I ' m  th inking  of a d i f f e r e n t  t h i n g  now, bu t  
I don' t remember t h a t  we d id .  

Q Well, a t  any r a t e ,  you even tua l ly  moved down i n t o  
t h e  l a a g e r  a r e a  with the  company t h a t  n igh t?  

A. Oh, yeah, we were always with t h e  company when we 
laagered.  W e  were on the  i n s i d e  of t h e  per imeter .  

Q e Okay. Did you hear  any people i n  t h e  1st Platoon 
t a l k i n g  about what h a d  happened t h a t  morning o r  t h e  day be-
fo re?  

A .  No. 

Q Did you hear  anything about t h e  two VC being engaged 
down south where t h e  company laagered  t h a t  n i g h t .  That af-
ternoon they w e r e  engaged and one VC k i l l e d ?  

A,  Not t h a t  I remember. 

Q. Hear anything about the  body count t h e  day before  
up t h e r e  by t h e  br idge? 

A ,  No. 

Q Nothing about how many people were k i l l e d ?  
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A. No. 

LTC NOLL: Do you r e c a l l  what your o rde r  of march was f o r  t h e  
n igh t  defensive p o s i t i o n  over t o  t h e  br idge.  I n  o t h e r  words, 
w a s  it 2d Platoon,  3d Platoon? 

A. What, t h e  o rde r  we ran?  

Q- Yes. 

A. Maybe it was t h e  1st Platoon. They s taggered  every 
day s o  t h e r e  would be d i f f e r e n t  men i n  the  f r o n t ,  b u t  I t h i n k  
maybe it w a s  t h e  1st Platoon,  wi th  TAYLOR and a l l  those  guys 
up f r o n t .  They l i k e  t o  walk p o i n t  f o r  some reason,  I d o n ' t  
know. 

COL WILSON: The next  day the  company moved o f f  and went back 
up nor th  and went up t h e r e  t o  a b i g  v i l l a g e  a r e a  and s t a r t e d  
rounding up a bunch of people f o r  a MEDCAP. Do you remember 
t h a t ?  

A. On t h e  c o a s t ?  

Q .  Yes. 

A. Yeah, okay, I remember t h a t .  

Q Remeiriber t h a t ?  

A .  Out on t h e  beach, r i g h t ?  

Q q  Yes. 

A, Okay, yeah, I go t  t h a t .  

Q. The p la toons  went i n  these  v i l l a g e s  and brought 
all t hese  people back, and the  r e p o r t  was t h a t  t h e r e  were 
about a thousand of them. 

I!. Right.  Okay, I go t  t h a t .  

Q Do you r e m e ~ e rany ARVN coming i n  then ,  o r  M I  
personnel o r  Nat ional  Po l i ce  being i n  t h e  a rea?  

A. This is  r i g h t  on t h e  coas t ,  r i g h t ?  

Q. Yes. 
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A.  Okay. Yeah, w e  had some A R V N ' s ,  because we were--
t h i s  MEDCAP, they  were g i v i n g  them s h o t s  and medicine and candy 
and food and s t u f f ,  s o  t h e r e  had t o  be ARVN's t h e r e .  I d o n ' t  
know i f  t h e r e  w e r e  any M I  guys.  I c a n ' t  remember. 

Q - Did you s e e  any i n t e r r o g a t i o n s  going on? 

A. Yeah. 


Q - That day? 


A .  Yeah. 


Q - Before  MILUS w a s  k i l l e d  t h a t  n i g h t ?  


A. Yeah. 

Q. Was t h e r e  anyth ing  unusual  about  t h o s e  i n t e r r o -
g a t i o n s ?  

A. No. 

Q .  Nothing i r r e g u l a r ?  

A. N o ,  n o t  t h a t  I saw, no. 

Q. What d i d  t h e  mor ta r  p l a t o o n  do,  s t a y  around and 
s e c u r e  t h e  CP t h a t  day? 

A. N o ,  w e  each took o u r  own p i e c e  of mor t a r ,  and w e  
w e r e  p u t  around t h e  pe r ime te r .  We w e r e  on p e r i m e t e r  guard,  
and some of us were--no, I w a s  on t h e  p e r i m e t e r  by myse l f ,  
and some of  t h e  guys had some people  o u t  by them, you know, 
keeping them qua ran t ined  from t h e  rest ,  b u t  w e  d i d n '  t have 
any morta rs .  

Q. Secur ing  V i e t  d e t a i n e e s ?  

A. Right .  Some of u s  were and some of us were j u s t  on 
t h e  pe r ime te r .  I w a s  on t h e  p e r i m e t e r ,  myse l f .  

Q. What p a r t  of t h e  mor ta r  d i d  you have? 

A .  I w a s n ' t  on it. I w a s  an ammo b e a r e r .  
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Q - W e l l ,  do you remember having t o  g e t  any resupply  
of  mortar  ammo dur ing  t h e  o p e r a t i o n ?  How many rounds d i d  you 
c a r r y ?  

A. What, p l a toon?  

Q. You. 

A. Two rounds.  

Q Did you have your two rounds a l l  t h e  way through,  
o r  d i d  you eve r  f i r e  t h o s e  rounds? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember. 

Q Do you remember a resupply?  

A.  No. 

Q I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  f i g u r e  o u t  where t hose  duds came from? 

A * .  I don' t even remember, myse l f ,  I don'  t even remember 
f i r i n g  any dud rounds excep t  o u t  on t h e  f i r e  base ,  myself .  

Q. . You'd remember t h a t  t o o ,  wouldn ' t  you? 

A. What's t h a t ?  

Q =  F i r i n g  duds. 

A. Yeah, cause  i f  w e  f i r e d  duds,  we'd have t o  go f i n d  
them and blow them up. 

Q =  D o  you remember  s e e i n g  t h i s  boy i n  P-215? 

A. N o ,  I can" t say t h a t  I do. 

Q You d o n ' t  remember s e e i n g  t h i s  guy? 

A. No, no, b u t  I remember t h a t  n i g h t  good enough. I 
was guarding p r i s o n e r s ,  t h e  8 1 ' s  w e r e  t o  my l e f t ,  t h e  3d Pla-
toon and t h e  2d P la toon  were way down t h e  beach from me, and 
we  g o t  mortared and t h e  on ly  t h i n g  I could t h i n k  of--I w a s  
wi th  Dave KINGSBY on guard ,  and I t o l d  him t o  watch t h e  p r i s -
oners .  I had t o  go f i n d  DUFF. H e  was i n  t h e  3d P la toon ,  and 
I had t o  go over  and see i f  he was a l l  r i g h t .  He was a l l  
r i g h t ,  s o  t hen  a f t e r  t h e  mor t a r ing  g o t  done,  me and DUFF 
s t a r t e d  running  around t h e  pe r ime te r  f i n d i n g  guys t h a t  were 
h u r t ,  wounded, and w e  were t a k i n g  t h e  medics t o  them. 
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Then Sergeant - -can ' t  remember h i s  name. H e  was i n  t h e  3d 
Platoon--asked me and DUFF t o  t a k e  MILUS o u t  of  t h e  foxhole  
because it was r e a l l y  disturbing t h e  men, s o  w e  took  him o u t  
of t h e  foxhole ,  i t ' s  n o t  ve ry  n i c e  t o  s a y ,  b u t  dragged him 
o v e r  o u t  o f  t h e  way, and then  t h e  chopper came i n  t h e  n e x t  
morning and p icked  him up. 

Q The chopper d i d n ' t  g e t  him t h a t  n i g h t ?  

A. No. 

Q- They took t h e  c a s u a l t i e s  o u t  t h a t  n i g h t ,  d i d n ' t  
t hey?  

A. Righ t ,  

Q - Did you f i r e  any c o u n t e r b a t t e r y  f i r e  from t h e  81? 
Was it s t i l l  s p l i t  up, o r  was it i n  p o s i t i o n  t h a t  n i g h t ?  

A. I t  was up. 

Q* Did you a l l  f i r e  any marker rounds b e f o r e  dark? 

A. Yeah. W e  always d i d  t h a t  as a rule ' .  I t h i n k ,  
yeah,  w e  d i d  f i r e  i l l u m i n a t i o n  and H P .  

Q HE? 

A. Yeah, HE I mean. I ' m  t h i n k i n g  o f  WP. Yeah, w e  
f i r e d  some. 

Q- Do you remember any a r t i l l e r y  markers be ing  f i r e d  
i n  t h e r e  t h a t  day? 

A,  Yeah, r i g h t ,  t h e y  d i d  f i r e .  I c a n ' t  remember t h e  
lieutenant. I can remember what he  looked l i ke - -

Q- ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  BOATMAN? 

A. BOATMAN, >'ah, r i g h t .  H e  c a l l e d  i n  marker rounds 
i n  o f f  Up t igh t  b e f o r e  da rk ,  and t h e n  when w e  g o t  h i t .  T h a t ' s  
a n o t h e r  t h i n g  I c o u l d n ' t  unders tand:  why t h e y  f i r e d  i n  more 
marker rounds b e f o r e  t hey  e v e r  f i r e d  any HE, and by t h e  t i m e  
t h e y  g o t  t h e  HE i n  t h e r e ,  it was s t u p i d  t o  f i r e  i t  because 
it took them so long  t o  g e t  t h e  HE. 
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Q - -But do you th ink  they had a p r e t t y  good i d e a  where 
the  mortar was? 

A. They saw t h e  f l a s h e s .  I guess the  2d Platoon saw 
the  f l a s h e s  down t h e  beach, and they c a l l e d  i n  and t o l d  them 
about it, and they were f i r i n g  machineguns a t  them. They 
c a l l e d  i n  marker rounds, marker rounds, marker rounds. By 
the  time they had t h e  HE, C h r i s t ,  they could have been a mile  
down t h e  beach. 

Q What was t h e  8 1  doing? Was it f i r i n g ?  

A. They w e r e  f i r i n g .  We f i r e d .  

Q- How many rounds d id  you a l l  f i r e  on t h a t ?  Do you 
remember? 

A.  I have no idea .  I wasn ' t  even on a 'gun. 

Q B u t  you had your marker rounds a l ready f i r e d  t h a t  
day. 

A. Right. 

Did you go r i g h t  i n t o  HE from that--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  We f i r e d  i l l u m i n a t i o n  f i r s t  f o r  
the  2d Platoon .so they  could f i r e  machineguns. 

Q. And it came i n  with HE? 

Yeah, we f i r e d  HE.A.  

Q Do you remember what the  range was? 

A. Oh, I ' d  say about between 3,000 and 4,000 meters.  

Q Is t h a t  a l l ?  P r e t t y  c lose  i n .  

A. P r e t t y  c l o s e ,  yes. 

Q Now, what about the  next  day? Did you see  any ARVN 
i n  t h e r e  t h e  next  day? Had they  been i n  t h e r e  a l l  n igh t?  

A. . Not t h a t  I remember. 

Q . O r  t h e  i n t e r r o g a t o r s  o r  i n t e r p r e t e r s ?  

A .  Not t h a t  I remember. 
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Q Don't remember see ing  any. Do you remember see ing  
any i n t e r r o g a t i o n s  going on t h e  next  day? 

A. N o ,  I d o n ' t  t h ink  so.  We moved r i g h t  around t h e  
peninsula .  

Q Did you hear  anything about t h e  ARVN's raping some 
women up t h e r e ?  

A. No, w e  never had any of t h a t .  

Q - What? 

A. W e  never had any of t h a t .  

Q And you a l l  pu l l ed  o u t  of t h e r e  t h a t  af ternoon.  You 
d o n ' t  remember anything t h a t  day happening? 

A.  No. 

Q Nobody bea t ing  up p r i s o n e r s  o r  anything? 

A. No. A f t e r  t h a t ,  I mean, I d o n ' t  know what you 
people know, b u t  d i d  w e  head towards Dot t i e?  Did we go r i g h t  
by Uptight?  

Q. You mean when you e x t r a c t e d ?  

A *  No. 

8 . You d i d n ' t  walk back. From what we understand, you 
were choppered out .  

A. I don ' t  remember being taken o u t .  O h ,  yes ,  we 
were; we were e x t r a c t e d  r i g h t  from t h e  beach. Took a t r i p  
out on the beach. 

Q- T h a t ' s  the  b e s t  p lace  t o  b r i n g  a chopper. 

A. Right. I can remember g e t t i n g  h i t  i n  t h e  face  
wi th  the sand when it came i n .  Yeah, we was taken o u t  r i g h t  
a t  the beach t h a t  axternoon. 
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Q. Did you t ake  o u t  any de ta inees  wi th  you? 

A. Yep. 

Q .  How many? 

A. .About s i x , '  I. guess. 

Q Were they i n  p r e t t y  good shape? 

A. Yeah, they weren ' t--well ,  I mean, i n t e r r o g a t o r ,  I 
guess. Was he an M I  man? Yeah, an M I  man roughed up a young 
k i d  p r e t t y  good. 

Q. That day? 

A. That day. 

Q- his w a s  a f t e r  the  mortars? 

A. No, t h i s  was before  t h e  mortars.  

Q Before t h e  mortar rounds? 

A. Yeah. 

Q. What d i d  he do t o  him? 

A. H i t  him a couple of t imes.  He d i d n ' t - - I  mean, he 
d i d n ' t  r e a l l y  punish him o r  misuse him. He j u s t  asked some 
qi.lestions. Well, I ' l l  t e l l  you, the  Vietnamese guy h i t  him 
more than the  i n t e r r o g a t o r .  I th ink  t h e  G I  h i t  him once, o r  
t w i c e  a t  t h e  most. 

Q .  How many of these  Vietnamese were .with t h e  A m e r i -
can Lnter rogator?  

A. Maybe two. There was always one o r  two a t  the  most 
with the  i n t e r r o g a t o r s .  

[-'. 
?s! . Did you ever  see  these  p r i soners?  

hi. T h a t ' s  r i g h t  ou t s ide  t h a t  same v i l l a g e  where I 
had t h a t  hoe. 

Q Y e s ,  t h a t ' s  where you s l e p t  t h a t  n i g h t .  
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A. Right.  

Q Do you know what happened t o  those p r i soners?  

A .  They were put  on choppers. 

Q Sent  i n ?  

A.  Right.  

Q That n igh t?  This is p r e t t y  l a t e  it appears by t h e  
look of t h e  l i g h t .  

A. No, we had these  people t i e d  up. The 81 ' s  pu l l ed  
guard on them t h a t  n igh t .  

A. We pu l l ed  guard on these  people t h a t  n igh t .  They 
were flown i n  +.he next--they were r i g h t  over by t h e  CP group, 
r i g h t  over next  t o  Captain MICHLES. 

Q. They s tayed t h e r e  a l l  n igh t?  

A. They s l e p t  t h e r e  a l l  n i g h t ,  yeah. 

Q Is P-209 t h e  CP? 

A. What, r i g h t  here?  

Q. Right.  

A. There i s  so much g l a r e .  There is  MORGAN. Maybe 
it was. I d o n ' t  know. Is t h a t  ( i n a u d i b l e ) ?  hat's MORGAN, 
I know t h a t .  

Q • Where ' s MORGAN? 

A. Right h e r e  on t h e  r i g h t ,  t h e  f a r  r i g h t .  I guess 
he w a s  s t i l l  spec 4--

Q - ( In te rpos ing)  Man on t h e  f a r  r i g h t  i s  MORGAN? 

A. MORGAN, yeah. Can you g e t  these  ou t  of here? May-
be I can t e l l  you who they a r e .  Looks l i k e  MYERS. I d o n ' t  
know. I won't be p o s i t i v e  of t h a t .  I know MORGAN on the  f a r  
r i g h t .  I d o n ' t  know i f  he was a se rgean t  a t  t h a t  time o r  a 
spec 4 .  
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Q. W e l l ,  was t h i s  the  CP group? 

A, I c o u l d n ' t  t e l l  you. I c a n ' t  remember. 

Okay. 

A. . I t  cou1dn~'tbe t h e  CP group because we wouldn't  have 
f i r e s  going. It might be t h e  CP group during t h e  day, but  a s  
f a r  a s  t h e  n i g h t ,  t h e r e ' s  no f i r e .  

Q Well, t h i s  is  s t i l l  during the  day. 

A, Okay. Maybe it could be the  CP 'group s e t  up t h e r e .  

Q. Do you have any knowledge, p r i o r  t o  t h e  time you l e f t  
Vietnam, of an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o r  inqui ry  t h a t  took p lace  on t h i s  
operat ion.  

A. Did you know t h e r e  was one? 

Q.  Y e s .  ., 

A. It was i n  t h e  wind t h a t  t h e r e  was f e d e r a l  i n v e s t i -
ga t ion .  I mean, no t  about our  opera t ion ,  but  t h e r e  was a 
f e d e r a l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  over  some company i n  our b a t t a l i o n .  I t  
was i n  t h e  wind. There was no s p e c i f i c  s ta tement  saying t h a t  
we were being i n v e s t i g a t e d .  But no t  t h i s  day; before then ,  
I th ink .  

Q Are you t a l k i n g  about i n  the  4/3 o r  i n  Task Force 
Barker? 

A. I n  Task Force Barker. 

Q. Do you remember which company it was? 

A. N o ,  I d o n ' t  know. Like I s a i d ,  it was i n  the  wind. 
There wasn ' t  any d e f i n i t e  s ta tement  as t o  what company and i f  
these  r e a l l y  was o r  not .  I t  was j u s t  around t h a t  we were 
being i n v e s t i g a t e d .  

Q You d o n ' t  remember anything about i t ?  What was 
the  purpose of the  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  Do you know? 

A. I guess unnecessary harassment o r  something l i k e  
t h a t ,  o r  mishandling p r i s o n e r s  o r  something l i k e  t h a t .  
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Q W e l l ,  were you e v e r  ques t ioned  on t h i s  ope ra t ion?  

A. - Was I e v e r  ques t ioned?  

Q. Were you e v e r  ques t ioned  on t h i s  oper=ition p r i o r  
t o  t h e  t i m e  you l e f t  Vietnam? 

A, NO,  no. 

Q. Did anybody you e v e r  know g e t  ques t ioned  on t h i s  
o p e r a t i o n  b e f o r e  you l e f t  Vietnam? 

A, Not t h a t  I know o f .  

Q. Did you have a camera? 

A. Yep. 

Q. You t a k e  i t  w i t h  you? 

A. I u s u a l l y  d i d .  Yeah, I always had it w i t h  me. 

Q Did you t a k e  any p i c t u r e s  on t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ,  1 6 ,  
17 ,  18,  19 March? 

A. No. 

Q s  How do you know? 

A. Because I know I d i d n ' t .  Usua l ly ,  t h e  p i c t u r e s  I 
took were o u t  by t h e  ocean, and I took one of  t h e  l a s t  b i g  
round-ups around D o t t i e  where we s t a r t e d  r i g h t  a t  t h e  highway 
and made a b i g  push. I took some t h e r e ,  and then  I u s u a l l y  
took  them o f  my own buddies  o r  j u s t  su r round ings .  T h a t ' s ,  a l l  
I e v e r  took p i c t u r e s  o f .  I d i d n ' t  t a k e  p i c t u r e s  of a c t u a l l y ,  
what w e  c a l l  " d i n k s , "  b u t  I neve r  took  p i c t u r e s  of  them people  
I d i d n ' t  want t o  was te  my f i l m .  

Q Well ,  what I ' m  a sk ing  f o r  i s  documentary ev idence ,  
any th ing  t h a t  you might have t h a t  would f u r t h e r  e x p l a i n  t h i s  
ope ra t ion .  

A. I know I d o n ' t ,  because I g o t  a l l  my p i c t u r e s  t h a t  
I took home developed and t h e r e ' s  no th ing .  

Q How about  t a p e  r e c o r d i n g s ,  memoranda, o r  something? 
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A. NO, no. 

Q Nothing l i k e  t h a t ?  Did you hea r  any rumors t h a t  
c i v i l i a n s  had been u n n e c e s s a r i l y  k i l l e d  by e i t h e r  B/4/3 o r  
C/1/20 on t h e  1 6 t h  of  March, 1968? 

A. No. 

Q Were you e v e r  t o l d  n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  p o s s i b l e  un-
neces sa ry  k i l l i n g  of c i v i l i a n s  by Task Force Barker on t h e  16 th  
of March, 1968? 

A. No. 

Q Do you know i f  mar i juana  was a problem i n  t h e  
company? 

A. Who? 

Q- Marijuana.  

A * .  Oh. There were people  i n  t h e  company t h a t  smoked 
i t ?  

Q- Did anybody smoke it on o p e r a t i o n s ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know. 

Q Did anybody smoke it b e f o r e  going on o p e r a t i o n s ?  

A .  I d o n ' t  know. 

Q Did the 1st P la toon  have a problem w i t h  mari juana? 

A. W e l l ,  I d o n ' t  know how you could c o n s i d e r  it a prob-
lem. I mean, s u r e  ysu g o t  guys smoking, b u t  I d o n ' t  know how 
you can c o n s i d e r  it a problem. Then never--I d o n ' t  know. 

Q Problem o u t  on an o p e r a t i o n .  

A. Oh, I can see i f  it w a s  on an o p e r a t i o n ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  
know i f  t hey  a c t u a l l y  smoked it. Now, I knew guys t h a t  smoked 
it, but I d o n ' t  know i f  t hey  e v e r  smoked it i n  t h e  f i e l d  o r  
no t .  

Q. Did TAYLOR smoke i t ?  
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A .  I don' t know. 

Q HOOTON? 

A. I d o n ' t  know t h a t  e i t h e r .  I ' l l  t e l l  you, I s t a y e d  
away from it. A l l  I have i s  hea r say ,  r e a l l y ,  s o  I c a n ' t  s i t  
h e r e  and name names, because it wouldn ' t  be f a i r  because it 
w a s  most ly  hearsay  t o  m e .  

Q TITTLE? 

A. H e  might have. 

Q- Did you e v e r  see any of  them smoke i t ?  

A. No. 

Q Do you have any f u r t h e r  tes t imony o r  any f u r t h e r  
s t a t e m e n t s  t h a t  might assist us i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A. N o ,  n o t  t h a t  I know o f .  

Q- A t  t h i s  t i m e ,  I r e q u e s t  t h a t  you d o n ' t  d . iscuss  your
t e s t imsny  i n  t h i s  i z v e s t i g a t i c a  w i t h  ~ t h e r s ,i 2c lud ing  &her  
w i t n e s s e s  who may come b e f o r e  t h e  board ,  excep t  as you may 
be r e q u i r e d  t o  do s o  b e f o r e  a competent j u d i c i a l  o r  l e g i s -
l a t i v e  body. Thank you ve ry  much f o r  coming i n .  

A. Okay. 

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  1545 hour s ,  3 February 
1970. ) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: HUFFMAN, C e c i l  W. 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 4 February 1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL : None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: Squad Leader ,  Weapons 
P l a toon ,  B/4/3. 

1. PRIOR TRAINING I N  THE RULES OF LAND WARFARE. 

M r .  HUFFMAN jo ined  B/4/3 i n  Hawaii and underwent t r a i n i n g  
with t h e  u n i t .  He r ece ived  some i n s t r u c t i o n  on  t h e  
hand l ing  of  PW's and a c l a s s  on t h e  Geneva Conventions. 
Regarding t h e  MACV c a r d s ,  h e  had been i s s u e d  "The Enemy 
i n  Your Hands", b u t  h e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  eve r  s e e i n g  "Nine 
Rules" (pgs .  2 , 3) . 
2 .  PREOPERATIONAL PLANS AND BRIEFINGS. 

The w i t n e s s  b e l i e v e d  tha t  Se rgean t  VANN b r i e f e d  him 
on 15 March. He d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  t h e  f i r e b a s e  where t h e  
b r i e f i n g  took p l a c e , n o r  d i d  h e  r e c a l l  any d e t a i l s  of  t h e  
b r i e f i n g  (pgs .  4 ,  5)  . Everyone h a t e d  t o  go i n t o  t h e  
P i n k v i l l e  area (pg.  8) . 
3 .  B/4/3 COMBATOPERATIONS, 16-19 MARCH1968. 

The w i t n e s s  w a s  e i t h e r  a squad l e a d e r  o r  FO 
on t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  (pgs.  3 ,  5 )  . He vaguely r e c a l l e d  r e c e i v i n g  
f i r e  going i n  t o  t h e  LZ (pg. 1 0 ) .  H e  r e c a l l e d  t h a t  B/4/3 
picked up some d e t a i n e e s  from a v i l l a g e  near  P i n k v i l l e  (pg .6 ) .  
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They took them i n  f o r  i n t e r r o g a t i o n .  HUFFMAN d i d  n o t  know 
what happened t o  them afterwards (pgs. 7, 8 ) .  H e  r e c a l l e d  
l ink ing  up wi th  ~ / 1 / 2 0  t h a t  n i g h t  (pg. 10) . H e  heard t h a t  
t h e r e  were two ~ a t i o n a l  P o l i c e  w i t h  C/1/20, b u t  he  had no 
knowledge of them committing any a t r o c i t i e s  upon t h e  
de ta inees  whi le  i n t e r r o g a t i n g  them (pgs. 11, 22) . H e  d i d  
no t  r e c a l l  any Americans i n t e r r o g a t i n g  t h e  d e t a i n e e s  (pg.12).  
Otherwise, the witness  had no r e c o l l e c t i o n  of t h e  opera t ion '  s 
f i r s t  two days (pgs. 12-15) , except  he heard ~ i e u t e n a n t  
LEWIS joined B Company on 17 March (pgs. 15, 1 6 ) .  He d i d  
no t  remember a  photographer with LEWIS (pg. 15) . 

b. 18-19 March. 

HUFFMAN d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  the MEDCAP on 18 March. 
That n i g h t  a f t e r  MILUS was k i l l e d ,  t h e  wi tness  be l ieved 
they f i r e d  about  15 rounds of counter  b a t t e r y  f i r e  on t h e  
enemy mortar p o s i t i o n  (pg. 1 8 ) .  He r e c a l l e d  a C-47 f i r i n g  
i n  t h e  a r e a  (pg. 1 9 ) .  MILUS was n o t  evacuated t h a t  n i g h t  
because t h e r e  w a s  n o t  enough room on t h e  medevac s h i p  
(pg. 1 9 ) .  He d i d  n o t  remember any v i l l a g e s ,  being 
burned dur ing  t h i s  opera t ion  (pg. 20) . 
4 .  KNOWLEDGE OF REPORTS OR INQUIRIES. 

The wi tness  s t a t e d  t h a t  he had no knowledge of an 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o r  inqu i ry  being made a f t e r  t h i s  opera t ion  
(pg. 1 9 ) .  He heard no rumors of B/4/3 O r  C/1/20 unnecessar i ly  
k i l l i n g  c i v i l i a n s  during t h i s  opera t ion  (pgs. 20, 21) . H e  
was never quest ioned about t h e  opera t ion ,  nor was h e  ever 
t o l d  n o t  t o  d i scuss  i t  (pg. 2 1 ) .  
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E X H I B I T S  

E X H I B I T  . 
NUMBER D E S C R I P T I O N  NOTES 

1 

PAGES 
' w i t  d i d  no t  r eca l l  

M- 2 lJlACV C a r d  "~ineR u l e s "  this card. 3 
MACV 
Y o u r  

C a r d  " T h e  
H a n d s " 

E n e m y  i n  C a r d  w a s  l s s u e d  
t o  w i t  p r i o r  t o  3 
a r r i v i n g  i n  RVN. 

-
B l a c k  and White photo 
of MY L a i  ope ra t ion  

. -

W i t  recalled 
guarding t h e  

(de ta inees .  
6,7 

P r i n t s  of CONGLETON's 
. - .  -

wit l a e n t l ~ l e a  
P-209 sl ides MORGAN, TREGARTHEN-, , 1 0  

H U L M ~ , ana 
BRUNSON . 
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(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  0953 hour s ,  4 February 
1970.) 

LTC NOLL: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR: The fo l lowing  persons  a r e  p r e s e n t :  LTC NOLL 
and MAJ THOMAS. 

The n e x t  w i tnes s  i s  M r .  C e c i l  W .  HUFFMAN. 

(MR HUFFMAN was c a l l e d  a s  a w i t n e s s ,  w a s  sworn, and 
t e s t i f i e d  as fo l lows  : )  

M r .  HUFFMAN, p l e a s e  s t a t e  your  f u l l  name, oc-
c u p a t i o n ,  and r e s idence?  

A. My name i s  C e c i l  Warren HUFFMAN. I work f o r  Contin-
e n t a l  Grain  E l e v a t o r s ,  Enid,  Oklahoma. 

LTC NOLL: M r .  .HUFFMAN, b e f o r e  w e  g e t  s t a r t e d ,  d i d  you g e t  a 
chance t o  r e a d  t h e  in format ion  s h e e t  t h a t  you were given t h i s  
morning? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  I d i d .  

Q L e t  me e x p l a i n  t h a t  t h e r e  are t h r e e  members on In-
t e r v i e w  Team C. The gentleman t h a t  heads  t h e  team i s  Colonel  
WILSON. He w i l l  b e  h e r e  a l i t t l e  l a t e r  on t h i s  morning and we 
w i l l  n o t  proceed very  f a r  u n t i l  he  comes. The o t h e r  gentleman 
i s  M r .  WALSH who i s  a c i v i l i a n  a t t o r n e y .  H e  has  vo lun tee red  
h i s  s e r v i c e s  t o  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  of t h e  Army t o  a s s i s t  i n  t h i s  i n -
v e s t i g a t i o n .  Myself,  I am L i e u t e n a n t  Colonel  NOLL. There a r e  
o t h e r  members on t h e  P e e r s '  Committee t h a t  cou ld  come i n  and ask 
you q u e s t i o n s .  I f  t hey  do, Colonel WILSON w i l l  i d e n t i f y  them 
t o  you a s  be ing  au tho r i zed  t o  ask you q u e s t i o n s .  

Y e s ,  s i r .  

D o  you have any q u e s t i o n s ?  

A. No, sir.  

Q The p a r t i c u l a r  p e r i o d  t h a t  w e ' r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  i s  
an o p e r a t i o n  i n  t h e  middle of March, t h a t  took p l a c e  1 6  March 
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through 19 March. I n  t h e  o p e r a t i o n ,  you might r e c a l l  Li'eu-
t e n a n t  COCHRAN was k i l l e d ,  S p e c i a l i s t  TAYLOR l o s t  a f o o t ,  and 
MILUS was k i l l e d  du r ing  a mor ta r  a t t a c k .  Do you have t h a t  ope ra t ion  
i n  mind? 

A. Y e s .  

Q The f i r s t  s e r i e s  o f  q u e s t i o n s  r e l a t e s  t o  t r a i n i n g .  
When d i d  you j o i n  t h e  4/3? Did you j o i n  them i n  Hawaii? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q Did you undergo t r a i n i n g  wi th  them? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q Did you r e c e i v e  any s p e c i f i c  t r a i n i n g  r e f e r e n c e  t h e  
hand l ing  o f  PW's? 

A* .. No. W e l l  w e  d i d  have t r a i n i n g  on i t , n o t  r e a l l y  
a whole l o t ,  b u t  w e  d i d  have some t r a i n i n g  on it. 

Q Did you e v e r  go o u t  on a f i e l d  e x e r c i s e ,  a p r a c t i c a l
e x e r c i s e  on t h e  method i n  which POW'S w e r e  t o  be handled? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q .  Did yoh have any i n s t r u c t i o n s  on t h e  hand l ing  o f  
noncombatants? 

A. S i r ?  

Q Did you have any i n s t r u c t i o n s  on t h e  hand l ing  of 
noncombatants? 

A. I d o n ' t  unders tand  what you mean, sir. 

Q W e l l ,  t h e s e  would be c i v i l i a n s  caught  i n  t h e  a r e a  
o f  o p e r a t i o n s .  

A. No, s i r ,  n o t  t h a t  I recall .  

Q Do you e v e r  recall  a c l a s s  on t h e  Geneva Convention? 

A. Y e s ,  sir.  
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Q During t h i s  c l a s s  was any th ing  s a i d  about  l e g a l i t y
of  o r d e r s ,  any i n s t r u c t i o n s  on l e g a l i t y  of  o r d e r s ?  

A. I c a n ' t  remember t o o  much about  it, it was s o  long  
ago. 

Q I have h e r e  E x h i b i t  M - 2 ,  a MACV c a r d ,  "Nine Rules."  
DO you r e c a l l  s e e i n g  t h a t  b e f o r e ?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h i s  ca rd .  

Q A l l  r i g h t .  This  i s  ano the r  MACV c a r d ,  i t ' s  E x h i b i t  
M-3. I t ' s  e n t i t l e d ,  "The Enemy i n  Your Hands." Have you s e e n  
t h i s  ca rd?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q Did you have one i n  your  posses s ion?  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Before  you g o t  t o  Vietnam, o r  w e r e  you s u p p l i e d  t h i s  IQ L 
a f t e r  you a r r i v e d  i n  Vietnam? 

A .  - I b e l i e v e  it was b e f o r e ,  sir.  I g o t  it b e f o r e  I 
went t o  Vietnam, sir. 

Q. ~ u r i n gt h i s  p e r i o d  i n  March what was your  du ty  a s -
signment i n  B Company? 

A. 81 mor ta rs .  E5ther  an FO o r  squad l e a d e r  a t  t h a t  
t ime.  

Q - I b e l i e v e  a number o f  people  s a i d  t h a t  you were t h e i r  
squad l e a d e r  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  

A. I t h i n k  I w a s  a long  about t h a t  t i m e .  

Q - Yes? 

A. Along about  t h i s  t i m e  I swi tched  over  t o  be ing  t h e  
FO though. 

Q On t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ,  b e f o r e  you went t o  t h e  f i e l d  now, 
d i d  you r e c e i v e  a b r i e f i n g ?  
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A. Yes, sir. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  who gave t h e  b r i e f i n g ?  

A. I t h i n k  it was Se rgean t  VRNN. 

Q. Who? 

A. Sergean t  VANN . 
Q. Do you r e c a l l - - I ' m  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  b e f o r e  you went t o  
t h e  f i e l d .  Do you r e c a l l  what you were t o l d  du r ing  t h i s  b r i e f ing?  

A .  I d o n ' t  remember f o r  s u r e .  

Q W e l l ,  w e r e  you t o l d  t h a t  you w e r e  going o u t  f o r  a 
p a r t i c u l a r  t ype  miss ion?  

A. Yes, b u t  I d o n ' t  remember what it w a s .  

Q. Were you t o l d  how long  you 'd  be  gone? 

A. NO, s i r .  

Q Were you informed what t ype  a r e a  you would run i n t o  
and what t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  enemy would be? 

A .  Yes, sir.  

Q Do you r e c a l l  .any d e t a i l s ?  

A.  No, sir. 

Q Where was t h i s  b r i e f i n g  given? 

A .  O n  t h e  f i r e  base .  

Q Which one? 

A. I don 't remember. 

Q You d o n ' t  remerrber which one? 

A. No, sir. 
. -
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Q. Do you r e c a l l  what t h e  l i n e  p l a toons  were supposed t o  
do? 

A. N O ,  s i r .  

Q . Do you r e c a l l  i f  t h e r e  was any i n s t r u c t i o n s  on 
bu rn ing  of v i l l a g e s  du r ing  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. N O ,  s i r .  

(COL WILSON e n t e r e d  t h e  room.) 

COL WILSON: How many squads d i d  you have? 

A. Three squads ,  sir.  

Q. They have you l i s t e d  h e r e  a s  a forward observer?  

A. I was. I was a l s o  a squad l e a d e r  ove r  t h e r e  f o r  
q u i t e  a w h i l e ,  .and then  I switched ove r  t o  FO f o r  t h e  8 1 ' s .  

Q M r .  HUFFMAN, you say  you c a n ' t  recall  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. S i r ,  j u s t  a l i t t l e  b i t  about  it. I remember MILUS 
g e t t i n g  k i l l e d  i n  t h e  a r e a  t h a t  we set  up i n  t h a t  n i g h t .  

Q. Do you remember TAYLOR g e t t i n g  wounded? 

A. I remember h e a r i n g  about  it, b u t  I w a s n ' t  t h e r e  when 
it happened. I b e l i e v e  h e  s tepped  on a mine o r  something. 

Q- . , L e t  m e  see t h e  photographs .  

(Photographs 'handed t o  COL WILSON as requested..  ) 

You don' t remember t h e  combat a s s a u l t  and going 
i n t o  t h i s  a r e a  and s o  f o r t h ?  

A. Y e s ,  I do ,  going i n  and s e t t i n g  up t h a t  n i g h t  t h a t  
w e  g o t  mortared and M I L U S  g o t  k i l l e d .  

Q That  was 3 days a f t e r  t h e  combat a s s a u l t .  

A. I j u s t  d o n ' t  remember t o o  much about  it. 
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Q. This  i s  Exh ib i t  P-18. Do you remember see ing  t h i s  
scene o r  t h e s e  people? 

A. I ' v e  seen t h i s  guy before .  Tha t ' s  GELDMEYER. 

Q. Who? 

A.  GELDMEYER, I th ink .  I t  looks l i k e  GELDMEYER. No, it 
a i n ' t  e i t h e r .  I know I have seen him before  though. 

Q Who i s  t h e  man guarding t h e  p r i soners?  

A. I t  looks kind of  l i k e  GELDMEYER, I b e l i e v e .  

Tha t ' s  you. 

A. That me? 

Q. Everybody e l s e  s a i d  it was you. 

A. I t  could be ,  b u t  it looks l i k e  GELDMEYER. I d i d n ' t  
t h i n k  I was t h a t  s h o r t .  

Q- Do you"remember guarding those  people? 

A. I guarded t h e s e ,  t h i s  guy. I d o n ' t  remember guarding 
the o t h e r s .  

52. Where d id  they come from? 

A. These came o u t  of t h e  v i l l a g e  w e  searched. 

Q They came o u t  of t h e  v i l l a g e  you searched? They d i d n ' t  
come i n  wi th  C Company? 

A. No, s i r ,  n o t  i f  I remember c o r r e c t l y .  

Q. Where i s  t h a t ?  

A.  Near t h e  P i n k v i l l e  a rea  it looks l i k e .  

Q Is t h a t  nea r  t h e  CP t h a t  day t h a t  you went i n  on 
t h e  combat a s s a u l t ,  near  t h e  v i l l a g e  t h a t  you swept? 

A.  I c a n ' t  remember. 
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F O R  OFFICIAL U S E  ONT.Y 

APP T-319 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

Q. What happened t o  t h o s e  people?  

A .  I d o n ' t  know. Some o f  them were t aken  i n  f o r  i n t e r -
r o g a t i o n  I guess .  I assume they  l e t  some o f  them go. 

Q You po in t ed  t o  one person.  What about him? 

A. I remember him. 

Q The second man from t h e  l e f t ,  what about  him? 

A .  T h i s  man he re?  

Q. Y e s  .' 
A. I j u s t  remember guard ing  him. I guarded him two 
o r  t h r e e  t i m e s  wh i l e  I w a s  ove r  t h e r e .  

Q You mean you g o t  t h e  same f e l l o w  two o r  t h r e e  t imes?  

A. Y e s .  

Q You must have g o t t e n  t o  be  p r e t t y  good f r i e n d s .  

A. W e  had c e r t a i n  names f o r  him and some o t h e r s .  We 
P 
0 g o t  them s o  much we gave them nicknames. 

You gave him a nickname? 

A. Y e s ,  w e  c a l l e d  them c e r t a i n  names. I f o r g e t  what 
w e  c a l l e d  them. 

Q.  W e l l ,  a f t e r  you g o t  him each t ime ,  d i d  you l e t  him 
go? How come you guarded him each t i m e  i f  you p r e t t y  wel.1 knew 
him? 

A.  W e  j u s t  d id .  I d o n ' t  know why. 

Q. Thi s  i s  i n  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  a r e a .  You d i d n ' t  spend 
t h a t  much t i m e  down i n  P i n k v i l l e ?  

A. ' W e  s p e n t  quite a b i t  o f  t i m e  down t h e r e .  

Q W e l l ,  as of  t h i s  d a t e ,  you had on ly  been down t h e r e  
about  f o u r  t imes ,  t h r e e  o r  f o u r  t i m e s ,  a s  o f  t h e  t ime t h i s  
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photograph was talcen. 

A. I d o n ' t  remember. I t  seems l i k e  we were down t h e r e  
q u i t e  a b i t  though. I know everybody hated t o  go down t h e r e .  

Q. ,Well, do you remember--how long d i d  you guard t h e s e  
p r i soners?  What time of day was t h a t ?  

A. I don 't remember what time of day it was . I don 't 
remember guarding those--those p r i soners .  

Q .  What happened t o  t h e s e  two young boys? 

A. I don 't remember. 

Q Whom d id  you t u r n  them over  t o ,  t h e  whole group? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember who I turned them over t o .  I t  
seems l i k e  a few of  them were flown i n .  

Q .  This  i s  a graveyard? Do you remember? 

A. I couldn- ' t  say.  

Q. You don. ' t  remember anything about t h i s ?  

A. Not r i g h t  offhand. 

Q What about P-19,  d i d  you ever  s e e  those  people? Do 
you know anything about t h i s ?  

I d o n ' t  remember any of it. 

Q .  Do you know who t h a t  i s  on t h e  l e f t ,  t h e  GI? 

A. No, I d o n ' t  know him. 

Q - HOW about P-20, do you know where t h a t  i s ?  

A.  NO, I c a n ' t  say t h a t  I do. 

Q Who i s  t h i s  fe l low here  bending over? 

A. I t h i n k  h e ' s  t h e  FO wi th  t h e  CP group. I don ' t  r e -
member h i s  name though. 
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Q - P-21, do you know e i t h e r  one of those  two people i n  
uni  f o m ?  

A. No, sir .  

Q. P-22, recognize anybody i n  t h a t  p i c t u r e ?  

A. No, sir.  

Q P-66, do you know e i t h e r  one of  those  Vietnamese, 
ever s e e  them befo re ,  i n  uniform? 

A. N O , .  sir.  

Q. P-207 and P-206. This  i s  t h e  gunship s t r i k e  on t h e  
a r e a  t h a t  was supposed t o  be your landing  zone. Do you remember 
t h a t ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q. Did you ever  s e e  those  p r i s o n e r s  i n  P-208? 

A.  I c o u l d n ' t  t e l l  unless  I seen t h e i r  f aces .  

Q Did you ever  s e e  t h a t  a rea?  

A.  Y e s .  I ' v e  been i n  t h i s  a rea  before.  

Q Where was t h a t  and do you remember when? 

A .  It  seems t h a t  was r i g h t  on t h e  o u t s i d e  of  P i n k v i l l e .  
We picked those  up before  w e  went through it. 

Q Did you guard those  p r i soners?  

I d o n ' t  t h i n k  so.  

Q = Do you remember C Company coming i n  t h e  f i r s t  day 
you were t h e r e ,  l i n k i n g  up with you and s e t t i n g  up a n i g h t  de-
fens ive  p o s i t i o n ?  

A. No, I don ' t .  

Q. C Company came i n  from t h e  west. You s tayed t h e r e  
a l l  n i g h t .  C Company was on one s i d e  and you on t h e  o t h e r ?  
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A. I remember jo in ing  up f o r  one n i g h t ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  know 
i f  t h i s  w a s  t h e  same t i m e  o r  no t .  

Q - This  i s  t h e  same time. T h a t ' s  t h e  a r e a  where you 
are supposed t o  be. What about t h i s  p i c t u r e ,  P-209, can you 
recognize anything t h e r e ?  

A.  I recognize MORGAN. 

Q- Where 's MORGAN? 

A. The guy r i g h t  here .  

Q That man wi th  h i s  back turned ,  on t h e  r i g h t .  

A. And t h i s  i s  TREGARTHEN. 

Q Wait a minute. The man with t h e  helmet o f f  f a c i n g  
camera i s  TREGARTHEN? 

A. I t  looks l i k e  him. This o t h e r  guy is  Ray HOLMES. 
This  i s  MORGAN r i g h t  he re ,  t h i s  is  HOLMES, and t h i s  i s  TREGARTHEN. 

Q The man fac ing  t h e  camera t a l k i n g  t o  MORGAN is 
HOLWS . 
A. And t h i s  man down h e r e  i n  t h e  bottom, I t h i n k ,  i s  
BRUNSON. H e  was our  medic. 

Q The man i n  t h e  lower r i g h t  corner  with h i s  head show-
i n g  i s  who? 

A. BRUNSON . 
Q BRUNSON, okay. The photographs t h a t  you've seen  
were photographs taken on t h e  f i r s t  day of t h a t  opera t ion .  Now,  
I a m  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t r y i n g  t o  b r i n g  t h i s  t h i n g  back t o  you so 
t h a t  we can ask you some ques t ions .  I f  we c a n ' t  f i x  your t i m e  
h e r e  i t ' s  going t o  be hard t o  ask you any ques t ions .  Do you re-
member whether you rece ived  any f i r e  when you went i n t o  t h i s  
landing  zone? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember r i g h t  now, b u t  it seems l i k e  we d id .  

Q Well a f t e r  you got  o f f  t h e  a i r c r a f t  how f a r  d i d  you 
move be fo re  you s e t  your mortar up? 
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A. I d o n ' t  remember. 

Q. How f a r  were you away from Lieutenant  COCHRAN and 
t h a t  group when those  c a s u a l t i e s  were evacuated? 

A. I cou ldn ' t  say r i g h t  offhand. 

Q- You d o n ' t  remember jo in ing  up with C Company? You 
remember any--when you went i n  t o  search t h a t  v i l l a g e ,  went in-
t o  your n i g h t  defensive p o s i t i o n  t h a t  day which i s  i n  t h e  v ic-
i n i t y  of t h a t  v i l l a g e ,  do you remember any Vietnamese, ARVN 
s o l d i e r s ,  o r  Nat ional  Po l i ce  coming i n t o  t h e  l a a g e r  a rea?  

A. I t  seems l i k e  they brought two p o l i c e  o f f i c e r s ,  b u t  
a--

Q ( In te rpos ing)  Two policemen? 

A. I th ink  so. 

Q- Did you s e e  them? 

A. No, I d idn t  t s e e  thkm. I j u s t  heard they were' t h e r e .  

Q Heard they were the re?  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Did they  i n t e r r o g a t e  any of those  p r i soners?  

A. I heard t h a t  they d i d  b u t  I d o n ' t  know f o r  s u r e ,  
f o r  I d i d n ' t  s e e  them. 

Q What d i d  you hea r  about i t ?  

A. They asked them a bunch of ques t ions  and t h a t  was it. 

Q Did you hea r  they s h o t  them? 

A. N o .  

Q Did you hea r  they c u t  t h e i r  f i n g e r s  o f f ?  

A. No. 
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Q Were t h e r e  any people t h a t  were no t  i n  B Company t h a t  
were i n t e r r o g a t i n g  t h e s e  people t h a t  day t h a t  you r e c a l l ?  Were 
t h e r e  Americans wi th  t h e s e  Nat ional  Pol ice?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember whether t h e r e  was o r  no t .  

Q. Did you hea r  any rad io  communications up t h e r e ?  

A.  NO, sir.  

Q What happened t h a t  n i g h t ,  anything? 

A. You mean anything spec571 t h a t  might have happened? 

Q Y e s .  

A. Not t h a t  I can remember. 

Q- Yes. Did you h e a r  f i r i n g  i n s i d e  t h e  defens ive  po-
s i t i o n  t h a t  n i g h t ?  

A. No, sir. 

LTC NOLL: Do you r e c a l l  what d a t e  you went i n t o  t h e  LZ? 

A. No, sir. 

Q DO you r e c a l l  what d i r e c t i o n  you moved from t h e  
landing  zone? 

A. No. I d i d n ' t  know n o r t h ,  south ,  e a s t ,  o r  west 
for t h e  whole time I was over  t h e r e .  

Q - Well, what l i n e  platoon were you nea r ,  do you r e c a l l  
t h a t ?  

A. Seems l i k e  we were following t h e  2nd. 

Q Did you s e e  Lieutenant  COCHRAN s t e p  on a mine? 

A. No, s i r ,  I d i d n ' t  s ee  him. 

Q- Did you s e e  a second group of people s t e p  on a mine? 

A. No, sir.  
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Q Do you r e c a l l  moving a long  t h e  hedgerow? 

A .  No. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  be ing  r e q u i r e d  t o  s e t  up the-- the  
weapons p l a toon  be ing  r equ i r ed  t o  s e t  up t h e  mor ta r  i n  order 
t o  f i r e  a miss ion s h o r t l y  a f t e r  g e t t i n g  on t h e  ground? 

A. No, s i r .  

COL WILSON: Well we've go t  t es t imony and very  conc lus ive  tes t -
imony t h a t  t h e  mor ta r  f i r e d  i n  suppor t  of  t h e  1st  Pla toon t h a t  
was c r o s s i n g  a r i v e r  over t o  t h e  e a s t .  F i r e  was c a l l e d  by 
BREITENSTEIN . Do you remember BREITENSTEIN? 

A. BREITENSTEIN, y e s ,  s i r .  

Q. The f i r e  was c a l l e d  by him. He claimed f i v e  rounds 
came i n ,  and t h r e e  of  them w e r e  duds. 

A. They w e r e  c r o s s i n g  the--

Q • ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Across t h e  r i v e r  t h e r e  by P i n k v i l l e , .  
o v e r  by My L a i  (1)? 

A. I remember f i r i n g  t h e  mor ta r  one t i m e ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  
remember f o r  s u r e  i f  it w a s  t h i s  t ime o r  n o t .  

Q . W e l l ,  h e  s a i d  f i v e  rounds came i n  and t h r e e  o f  them 
w e r e  duds. Righ t  on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  o f  t h e  b r i d g e .  

A. I d o n ' t  remember. 

Q We've had as  h igh  a s  10 rounds be ing  f i r e d  t h a t  
day on t h i s  same miss ion.  

A. I c o u l d n ' t  remember whether  i t  would be  on t h i s  
miss ion  o r  n o t .  I know w e  f i r e d  mor ta rs  a l o t .  

(2. Would you remember it i f  you had t h r e e  duds? 

A. Not e s p e c i a l l y .  

Q You have a l o t  of duds o u t  of  t h e  ammo? 
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A .  There  w a s  q u i t e  a few seems l i k e ,  more t han  t h e r e  
should  have been. 

Q,. What was t h e  m a t t e r  w i t h  i t ?  

A .  J u s t  o l d .  

Q Old? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q Okay. The n e x t  morning B Company s t a r t e d  moving
toward t h e  1st P la toon  which w a s  on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  o f  t h e  b r i d g e  
( i n d i c a t e s  l o c a t i o n  o f  b r idge  t o  w i tnes s  u t i l i z i n g  E x h i b i t  MAP-1) ,  
down t h e r e  by t h a t  same mine where t h e  mor t a r  f i r e d .  The 1s t  
P la toon  had gone back h e r e  t o  s e c u r e  t h e  b r i d g e  wh i l e  t h e  r e s t  
of  t h e  company c ros sed  over .  T h a t ' s  when TAYLOR s t epped  on t h a t  
mine o r  e i t h e r  w a s  messing w i t h  it and it de tona ted  on him. Now, 
d i d  you h e a r  any f i r i n g  down t h e r e  when t h i s  mine went o f f  o r  
b e f o r e  it went o f f ?  

A. No, sir.  

Q Do you remember c r o s s i n g  t h a t  b r i d g e  t h a t  day? 

A. No, s i r . -

Q . You d o n ' t  remember t h a t ?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember it, no,  s i r .  

Q.  You don 't remember--do you remember gunships  coming 
a c r o s s  t h e r e  and f i r i n g  on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  o f  t h e  r i v e r  a f t e r  
TAYLOR w a s  h i t  o r  s tepped  on t h e  mine? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember. 

Q. You d o n ' t  remember c r o s s i n g  t h e  b r i d g e ?  

A. No, sir.  

Q Do you remember s e t t i n g  t h e  mor t a r  up on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e ,  
o v e r  t h e r e  by t h e  ocean? Well,  you wouldn ' t  have been able t o  
s e e  t h e  ocean because t h e r e  w a s  a  sand dune between where you 
would have been and t h e  ocean,  un l e s s  you cl imbed t h a t  sand dune. 
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A. N O ,  s i r .  

Q The mor ta r  went i n t o  p o s i t i o n  over  t h e r e  and B Comp-
any,  less t h e  mor ta rs  and 3d P la toon ,  moved s o u t h .  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t ,  s ir .  

LTC NOLL: Do you remember any t a l k  about  f i n d i n g  a dead female 
on one o f  t h e  sand dunes t h a t  day? 

A .  No, sir.  

Q About anybody going o u t  t o  bury h e r ?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember any th ing  l i k e  t h a t .  

COL WILSON: Did you s e e  any bod ie s  over  t h e r e ?  

A. I don 't remember. 

Q. The company moved sou th ,  swept a l l  t h e  way down t o  
t h e  end of t h e  p e n i n s u l a ,  t u r n e d  around and came back about  h a l f -
way, and then  your  p l a toon  d i s p l a c e d  forward and went i n t o  a  n i g h t  
l a a g e r  t h a t  n i g h t .  That  day wh i l e  you were o u t  t h e r e  s e t t i n g  
up t h e  mor t a r ,  do you remember L i e u t e n a n t  LEWIS coming 
i n  on a h e l i c o p t e r  and j o i n i n g  t h e  company? 

A. Y e s ,  I remember s e e i n g  him. I remember him. 

Q You remember s e e i n g  him? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q Do you remember whether  he  had a photographer  w i t h  
him, a s t r a n g e r  d r e s s e d  i n  m i l i t a r y  uniform, s o f t  h a t  and ca r -
r y i n g  a camera? 

A. No, s ir .  I d o n ' t  remember anyone l i k e  t h a t .  

Q You d o n ' t  remember s e e i n g  anybody l i k e  t h a t  t h a t  
had a MACV pa tch  on? 

A. There could  have been b u t  I d i d n ' t  see them come 
i n .  I j u s t  hea rd  a new l i e u t e n a n t  had come i n .  

(HUFFMAN) APP T-319 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

Q What d i d  you say? 

A. I j u s t  heard a new l i e u t e n a n t  come i n .  I d i d n ' t  
s e e  him g e t  o f f  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  o r  anything. 

Q Did you g e t  any resupply t h a t  day o r  anything you
r e c a l l  when t h a t  l s e u t e n a n t  came i n ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  w e  d id .  

Q Yes. 

A. I b e l i e v e  we did.  

Q Did you ever  g e t  a--

A .  ( In te rpos ing)  T h a t ' s  t h e  n i g h t  t h a t  MILUS got  
k i l l e d ,  wasn ' t  i t ?  

Q. No. Do'you remember Lieutenant  MUNDY? 

A. Yes, sir.  

Q Did he  come i n  t h e r e  t h a t  day? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember, s i r .  

Q Well, when you went down and a f t e r  you'd d i sp laced
forward and joined t h e  company l a t e r  t h a t  a f te rnoon,  do you 
remember a h e l i c o p t e r  coming i n  and br inging  anybody? You 
got  a  ho t  meal t h a t  n i g h t  I ' m  thinking.  

I d o n ' t ,  remember anybody coming i n  on it. 

Q. Do you remember see ing  any Vietnamese around t h e r e  
t h a t  n i g h t ,  Nat ional  Po l i ce  o r  ARVN? 

A. No, s ir .  

Q Nothing happened t h a t  n igh t  t h a t  you can remember? 

A. Not t h a t  I can remember. 

Q The next  day t h e  platoon d isp laced  and moved on up 
t o  a v i l l a g e ,  a b i g  v i l l a g e ,  where a whole l o t  of c i v i l i a n s  were 
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rounded up. A f t e r  t h a t  t h e  MEDCAP came i n  t h e r e .  There  were 
a couple  o f  VC s u s p e c t s  p icked  up t h e r e .  You can remember see-
i n g  a l o t  o f  ARVN m i l i t a r y  up t h e r e  a t  t h a t  t ime?  M i l i t a r y  i n -
t e l l i g e n c e  p e r s o n n e l ,  when they  brought  a l l  t h o s e  back down t o  
t he  beach; an i n t e r r o g a t i o n  going on? 

A. I t  cou ld  ve ry  e a s i l y  have happened b u t  I d o n ' t  r e -
member t h i s  s p e c i a l  t i m e .  

Q A bunch o f  medics came i n  and s t a r t e d  g i v i n g  them 
s h o t s  and eve ry th ing?  

A.  I d o n ' t  remember, s i r .  

Q. A 1 1  r i g h t .  

A. I remember s e e i n g  peop le  rounded up. 

Q Do you remember doing  any f i r i n g  t h a t  day,  marking 
rounds? 

A. I c a n ' t  recall  a g a i n ,  b u t  w e  u s u a l l y  d i d .  

Q How abou t  a r t i l l e r y ?  Did you s e e  any a r t i l l e r y  mark-
i n g  rounds come i n  t h a t  day? 

A. They u s u a l l y  came i n  a t  n i g h t  when w e  w e r e  set up. 

Q Do t h e y  f i r e  t h o s e  i n  t h e  daytime o r  n igh t t ime?  

A. It i s  u s u a l l y  r i g h t  a f t e r  dark .  

Q Did you s e e  a Vietnamese woman b rough t  i n  w i th  a 
l e g  a l l  s p l i t  open who was d u s t e d  o f f ?  

A. Not t h a t  I remember a t  t h i s  s p e c i f i c  t i m e .  

Did you s e e  any i n t e r r o g a t i o n s  going on? 

No, s i r .  

Did you do any s e a r c h i n g  t h a t  day? 

No, I u s u a l l y  j u s t  s t a y e d  around t h e  mor t a r s .  
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LTC NOLL: During t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  do you r e c a l l  any t a l k  about 
a l a r g e  body count  by t h e  1st Platoon? ., 

A. No, s ir .  I d o n s t  remember any. 

Q. During t h e  day of t h e  MEDCAP, t h i s  l a s t  day,  do you 
r e c a l l  two s u s p e c t s  be ing  evacuated by chopper,  VC s u s p e c t s .  

A. NO, sir.  

Q. Did you guard any o f  t h e  Vietnamese i n  t h e  p o s i t i o n  
dur ing  t h e  n i g h t ?  

I j u s t  c a n ' t  remember t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  n i g h t ,  sir.  

COL WILSON: W e l l ,  MILUS was h i t  and a bunch of  people  w e r e  
wounded. They came i n  and dus ted  them o f f .  You g o t  some a i r -
ground f i r e .  I d o n ' t  know whether any a r t i l l e r y  was c a l l e d  i n  
o r  n o t .  I unders tand t h e  81 mortar  f i r e d  c o u n t e r b a t t e r y  on t h e  
enemy mortar  t h a t  f i r e d  i n t o  t h e  n i g h t  de fens ive  p o s i t i o n  t h a t  
n i g h t ?  

A. The n i g h t  MILUS was--

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Y e s .  How many rounds d i d  you f i r e ?  

A. It would have been Sergeant  VANN. I b e l i e v e  w e  f i r e d  
about 1 5  though. 

Q. What was t h e  range? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember. We j u s t  f i r e d  one mortar  it seems 
l i k e .  

Q. What? 

A. W e  j u s t  f i r e d  one mortar  t h a t  n i g h t ,  I t h i n k .  

Q Was t h e r e  any a r t i l l e r y  f i r e ?  Did you g e t  any a r -
t i l l e r y  f i r e  coming i n ,  suppor t ing  f i r e ,  105 I s ?  

A. I c a n ' t  say f o r  s u r e .  I t  seems l i k e  we d id .  

Q Do you remember any gunships be ing  around t h a t  n i g h t ,  
shoot ing?  
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A. I t h i n k  t h e r e  was. H e  was f l y i n g  around. I th ink  
it was a p i p e r  cub o r  whatever it i s  they c a l l  t h e  "Snooper", 
I th ink .  . 

Q A C-47. Do you remember anything happening the next  
morning? Did you s e e  any Vietnamese i n t e r r o g a t i n g  p r i soners  
o r  Americans i n t e r r o g a t i n g  p r i soners?  

A. Not t h a t  I remember. The p l a c e  where M I L U S  d i e d ,  
we had t o  keep him overnight  because t h e r e  wasn ' t  room on 
t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  f o r  him. 

Y e s .  

When they evacuated them o u t ,  t h e r e  wasn ' t  room. 

Did you evacuate him ou t?  

I helped load  him on t h e  chopper. 

You d i d n ' t  go with him though? 

A. No. 

Q - P-215, d i d  you ever  s e e  t h a t  i n d i v i d u a l  i n  t h e  
p i c t u r e ?  

A. I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  so. I s u r e  d o n ' t  remember h i m .  

a - How about P-214, do you recognize anybody i n  t h e r e ?  
I t ' s  hard  t o  see .  

A. No, s ir .  

Q - Do you have any knowledge of an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o r  
inqu i ry  be ing  made a f t e r  t h i s  opera t ion?  

No, s i r .  

Q Did you ever  hea r  an o r d e r  dur ing  t h e  opera t ion  t o  
s t o p  burning v i l l a g e s ?  

A. No, s i r .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  dur ing  t h e  opera t ion  t h a t  t h e r e  were 
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many v i l l a g e s  burned? 

A. NO, sir. 

Q. Did you c a r r y  a camera? 

A .  NO,  sir.  

Q. You know anybody t h a t  d id?  

A. GELDMEYER c a r r i e d  one f o r  a while.  

Q* GELWYER? 

A. Yes, sir.  I d o n ' t  know whether he took any p ic-
t u r e s  whi le  we were ou t  t h e r e  o r  not .  

Q. What was GELDMEYER's job? 

A. He was i n  FDC, i n  t h e  weapons plakoon. 

Q G-E-L-D-M-E-Y-E-R? 

A. G-E-L-D-M-E-Y-E-R. 

Q Is t h a t  him? 

A. That ' a GXLEXZYER. 

Q. Okay. Do you have any t ape  recording  o r  anything t h a t  
might have been made on t h i s  opera t ion?  

A. NO, sir.  

Q Notebooks? 

.A.  NO, sir. 

Q. Did you ever  hea r  any rumors about c i v i l i a n s  be ing  
unnecessar i ly  k i l l e d  by B/4/3 o r  C/1/20 on 1 6  March? 
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A. No, sir. 

Q .  You never heard anything from C Company? 

NoI s ir .  

Q- Were you ever  t o l d  no t  t o  d i scuss  t h e  p o s s i b l e  un-
necessary k i l l i n g  of c i v i l i a n s  on t h i s  opera t ion?  

A. No, s ir .  

Q =  Were you quest ioned on t h e  opera t ion?  

A. No, s i r .  

Q Was anybody you know ever  quest ioned? 

A.  Not u n t i l  now. 

Q *  I mean while  you w e r e  s t i l l  i n  Vietnam? 

A. No, s ir .  

Q. Do you have any knowledge o r  d id  you hear  anything about 
U.S. o r  ARVN m i l i t a r y  personnel t o r t u r i n g  VC suspec t s  o r  PW's? 

A. I heard about t h e  ARVN, s ir .  

Q. What d id  they do? 

A. You could hear  about anything I guess.  I heard t h a t  
they  c u t  t h e  e a r s  o f f  and everyth ing  e l s e  b u t  I d i d n ' t  s e e  any 
of it. 

Q. You d i d n ' t  s e e  any of i t ?  

A. No, s ir .  

8. You heard .  they c u t  t h e i r  e a r s  o f f ?  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q On t h i s  opera t ion?  

A. No, s i r ,  n o t  on t h i s  opera t ion .  I never  heard of  
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anybody g e t t i n g  hurt--muti la ted o r  being i n t e r r o g a t e d  o r  anything. 

Q You d i d n ' t  h e a r  of anybody g e t t i n g  i n t e r r o g a t e d  on 
t h i s  opera t ion .  

A. Not t h a t  I remember. They brought those  two o f f i -
c e r s  o u t  and they i n t e r r o g a t e d ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  remember i f  it was 
t h i s  t i m e  o r  not. 

Q. Brought what two o f f i c e r s  out?  

A .  The Vietnamese o f f i c e r s .  

Q. They brought  two Vietnamese o f f i c e r s  ou t .  

A. They weren ' t  i n  Army uniform o r  anything. 

Q They were i n  c i v i l i a n  c l o t h e s ?  

A. Yeah, I guess you could say t h a t ,  It was some s o r t  
of policeman's uniform. 

Q Well, were they p o l i c e  or--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  Yeah, t h a t ' s  what they c a l l e d  them. 

Q These a r e  t h e  two you t a lked  about e a r l i e r ,  i s  t h a t  
c o r r e c t ?  The two t h z t  ycu r e f e r r e d  t o  i n  e a r l i e r  testimony? 

A. Y e s .  

Q. These a r e  no t  two more? 

A. No, t h i s  i s  t h e  same two. They were t h e  only ones.  

Q- Did you s e e  any of t h e i r  in t e r ro 'ga t ions?  

A. No. I d o n ' t  even remember i f  th?s was t h e  same op-
e r a t i o n  o r  no t .  I j u s t  remember see ing  two of them. 

Q And they were i n  c i v i l i a n  c l o t h e s ?  

A. Yeah. 
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Q. Looks l i k e  t o  m e  t h a t  might b e  k ind  of  dangerous,  
be ing  o u t  t h e r e  on an o p e r a t i o n  i n  c i v i l i a n  c l o t h e s ?  

A. They were wear ing what you might c a l l  p o l i c e  uni-  
forms for o v e r  t h e r e ,  I never  d i d  s e e  any uni forms ,  

Q. Did they  wear any k ind  o f  cap? 

A. Yeah, t hey  had sma l l  ones .  

Q. A badge on it o r  anyth ing?  

A. They had an emblem on t h e  f r o n t  on them, b u t  I d o n ' t  
remember e x a c t l y  what it was. 

Q • M r .  HUFFMAN, do you have any f u r t h e r  t es t imony 
o r  any s t a t e m e n t  t h a t  you might make t h a t  might h e l p  us on t h i s  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A.  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  s o .  T h i s  has  been s o  l o n g  ago I j u s t  
c a n ' t  remember t h a t  f a r  back any more. 

Q. I i n s t r u c t  you n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  your  t es t imony i n  t h i s  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  w i t h  o t h e r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  o t h e r  w i t n e s s e s  f o r  t h i s  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  excep t  a s  you may be r e q u i r e d  t o  do s o  b e f o r e  com-
p e t e n t  j u d i c i a l  o r  l e g i s l a t i v e  b o d i e s .  

A.  Y e s ,  sir.  


COL WILSON: Thank you very  much f o r  coming. W e  a p p r e c i a t e  it. 


Th i s  h e a r i n g  	w i l l  r e c e s s  a t  t h i s  t i m e .  

(The h e a r i n g  r eces sed  a t  1054 hour s ,  4 February 
1970.) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: KINGSBY, David L. 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 4 February 1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: F i r s t  Mortar Squad, 
Weapons Plato.on, B/4/3. 

1. PRIOR TRAINING I N  THE RULES OF LAND WARFARE. 

The w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  r e c o l l e c t  any t r a i n i n g  which d i s -  
cussed  l e g a l  v e r s u s  i l l e g a l  o r d e r s  (pg. 2 ) .  H e  was never  
i s s u e d  t h e  MACV ca rds  "Nine Rules" o r  "The Enemy i n  Your 
Hands", however, he  ob ta ined  a copy o f  t h e  former (pg. 3)  . 

PREOPERATIONAL PLANS AND BRIEFINGS. 

KINGSBY d i d  n o t  remember be ing  b r i e f e d  f o r  t h e  
1 6  March o p e r a t i o n  (pg. 4 ) .  A l l  he  remembered w a s  a comment 
from S p e c i a l i s t  MORGAN t h a t  t hey  would t r a v e l  w i t h  t h e  
command group (pg. 4 ) .  H e  r e c a l l e d  no i n s t r u c t i o n  concerning 
t h e  des t , ruc t ion  of  hootches ,  l i v e s t o c k  and food s t u f f s  ( p g . 5 ) .  
While no o r d e r s  w e r e  g iven  f o r  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ,  t h e  normal 
p rocedure  w a s  t o  t a k e  suspec t ed  VC t o  t h e  command group f o r  
i n t e r r o g a t i o n  (pg. 5 )  . 
3 .  THE COMBAT ASSAULT. 

a. Act ions  on t h e  16 th .  

The w i t n e s s  came i n  on t h e  second l i f t  (pg. 1 0 ) .  
On t h e i r  approach they  r ece ived -  f i r e  from a woodline ( p g . 6 ) .  

(KINGSBY) 1 SUM APP T-321 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


http:Plato.on


FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

S h o r t l y  t h e r e a f t e r  L ieu t enan t  COCHRAN was k i l l e d  (pg. 6 )  . 
A t  t h i s  p o i n t  they se t  up a pe r ime te r  (pg.  6 ) .  He d i d  n o t  
remember moving i n t o  a v i l l a g e  b e f o r e  s e t t i n g  up t h e  mor t a r  
(pg.  6 ) .  ' ~ ethought  they  f i r e d  t h e  mor ta r  i n t o  a t r e e l i n e ,  

b u t  he d i d  n o t  know how many rounds they  f i r e d  (pg. 1 0 ) .  
H e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  l a a g e r i n g  wi th  ~ / 1 / 2 0  t h a t  n i g h t  (pg. 6 ) .  
However, h e  r e c a l l e d  guard ing  some p r i s o n e r s  who had been 
ga the red  in the v i l l a g e ,  a l l  excep t  t h r e e  o f  whom w e r e  r e l e a s e d  
tha t  n i g h t  (pg.  7 ) .  The n i g h t  they  l i n k e d  up w i t h  C Company 
h e  saw no i n t e r r o g a t i o n s ,  mi s t r ea tmen t ,  o r  t o r t u r i n g  of  
p r i s o n e r s  (pgs .  9 ,  1 0 )  . 

b .  Act ions  on the 17 th .  

(pg
d i d  

He hea rd  t h a t  TAYLOR had been i n j u r e d  by a mine . 11). KINGSBY d i d  n o t  remember any gunsh ips ,  and h e  
n o t  s e e  any bod ie s  on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of  t h e  b r i d g e  

(pg.  12)  . He d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  moving down a beach t h a t  day 
(pg. 1 2 ) .  He d i d  n o t  s e e  any i n t e r r o g a t o r s  i n  t h e  l a a g e r  
a r e a  t h a t  n i g h t  (pg. 1 3 ) .  

c. Act ions  on t h e  18 th .  

H e  r e c o l l e c t e d  t h a t  t h e  company moved n o r t h  t o  a 
l a r g e  v i l l a g e  on t h e  18 th  where c i v i l i a n s  were rounded up 
and taken  t o  t h e  beach (pg.  1 3 ) .  He saw no i n t e r r o g a t i o n s ,  
b u t  he d i d  s e e  pe r sons  be ing  ca red  f o r  i n  t h e  hootches  i n  
t h e  c e n t e r  of t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg.  1 4 ) .  He thought  some s u s p e c t s  
were evacua ted  (pg.  1 4 ) .  He r e c a l l e d  no a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  and 
d i d  n o t  remember a woman w i t h  a c u t  l e g  be ing  brought  t o  t h e  
CP (pg.  15)  . That  n i g h t  they  r ece ived  mor ta r  f i r e  t o  which 
tney  responded w i t h  f i v e  mor ta r  rounds and 105 f i r e  (pgs .  15 ,  
1 6 ) .  They a l s o  r e c e i v e d  some s m a l l  arms f i r e  from t h e  v i l l a g e  
(pg - 16) 

d .  Act ions  on t h e  19 th .  

While h e  saw some i n t e r r o g a t i o n s  on t h e  morning o f  
t h e  1 9 t h ,  h e  d i d  n o t  s e e  any mis t r ea tmen t  o f  t h e  f o u r  
p r i s o n e r s  who nad been d e t a i n e d  over  n i g h t  (pgs ,  16; 17). 

4 .  INQUIRIES AFTER THE ASSAULT. 

H e  knew noth ing  about  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of  t h e  i n c i d e n t  
and was n o t  ques t ioned  r ega rd ing  it (pg.  1 8 ) .  He knew no one 
who was asked abou t  i t  (pg. 18)  . H e  was never  t o l d  n o t  t o  
d i s c u s s  i t ,  and h e  hea rd  no rumors of t h e  unnecessary 
k i l l i n g  o f  women and c h i l d r e n  o r  t h e  mi s t r ea tmen t  of  PW's 
(pg*  18) 
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(The hear ing  reconvened a t  1 4 4 0  hours ,  4 February 1 9  7 0 . )  

COL WILSON: The hear ing  w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  

RCDR : The fol lowing named persons a r e  p resen t :  COL 
W I L S O N .  LTC NOLL , and MAJ THOMAS. 

The next  witness  i s  M r .  David L. KINGSBY. 

(MR KINGSBY, was c a l l e d  as  a wi tness ,  was sworn, and t e s t i -
£ i d  a s  fol lows)  : 

RCDR : Please  s t a t e  your f u l l  name, occupation and r e s i -
dence? 

A .  David L.  KINGSBY, 2 4 2 1  N .  6 t h  S t r e e t ,  Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin. I am a l a b o r e r  f o r  t h e  c i t y  of Milwaukee. 

COL WILSON: M r .  KINGSBY, d id  you have a chance t o  read 
t h a t  information (Exhibi t  M-81) we passed out  t o  you? 

A. Yes, s i r ,  I d id .  

Q Did you understand the composition of t h i s  board 
as being p z r t  cf t h e  PEERS Inquiry? 

A. Y e s .  

Q. And t h a t  t h i s  i n  an in te rv iew team t h a t  works f o r  
General PEERS? 

A .  Right.  

Q- H e  i s  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  o f f i c e r .  We merely i n t e r -
view personnnel f o r  him, f o r  h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q There a re  t h r e e  of us who a r e  members of t h i s  
board;  Colonel NOLL, myself ,  and M r .  WALSH who i s  a c i v i -
l i a n  a t to rney  who has been appointed t o  a s s i s t  General PEERS. 
Major THOMAS i s  our r ecorde r .  Have you d iscussed  t h i s  opera-
t i o n  with anybody from your unit p r i o r  t o  coming t o  Washing-
ton? 

A. N o ,  I h a v e n ' t .  

Q. What w a s  your assignment i n  B/4/3 on 16 March 1968? 
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A. ' I was a s s igned  t o  t h e  weapons p l a t o o n ,  and normal-
l y  ou r  job was when w e  went o u t  on an o p e r a t i o n ,  w a s  CP 
s e c u r i t y .  

Q What w a s  your  job i n  t h e  weapons p l a t o o n ?  

A. W e l l ,  I was a t t a c h e d  t o  a mor ta r  squad.  

Q* How many mor t a r  squads  were i n  t h e  p l a toon?  

A. W e  had t h r e e  mor ta r  squads .  

Q - Were t h e y  numbered? 

A. Y e s .  

Q .  Which one were you i n ?  

A. I was i n  t h e  f i r s t  squad.  

Q. Who was . the  squad l e a d e r ?  

A. I t  was C a r l  MORGAN, S p e c i a l i s t  C a r l  MORGAN. 

Q. S p e c i a l i s t  Four o r  Five? 

A. S p e c i a l i s t  Four. 

Q- Do you r e c a l l  r e c e i v i n g  any t r a i n i n g  p r i o r  t o  o r  
a f t e r  g e t t i n g  t o  Vietnam concern ing  t h e  l e g a l  a s p e c t s  of  o r -
d e r s ,  l e g a l  o r  i l l e g a l  o r d e r s ?  I f  you g o t  it, it would have 
come i n  a m i l i t a r y  j u s t i c e  c l a s s  o r  a c l a s s  on t h e  Geneva 
Convention? 

A. W e l l ,  we had one p r i o r  t o  when w e  l e f t  ~ a w a i i ,p r i o r  
t o  going t o  Vietnam. 

Q. Did they  mention t h i s  s u b j e c t  a t  a l l ?  

A. About--

Q- ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Orders?  

A. Orders?  

Q - Whether you had t o  obey i l l e g a l  o r d e r s  o r  n o t ?  

A. No. Not t o  my knowledge. 
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Q You d o n ' t  remember anything l i k e  t h a t ?  

A .  No. 

Q I show you a  f acs imi le  of a MACV c a r d ,  Exhib i t  M - 2 .  
The t i t l e  i s  "Nine Rules." Have you ever  seen  t h a t  card? 

(COL W I L S O N  handed Exhibi t  M-2 t o  t h e  wi tness . )  

A .  I ' v e  seen a card  s i m i l a r  t o  t h i s .  I wouldn ' t  swear 
it was t h e  same card.  

Q Did you ever  have one? 

A. I had one i n  my presence a t  one t ime,  yes .  

Q - Did you g e t  it i n  Hawaii o r  d i d  you g e t  it i n  Viet-
nam? 

A. I g ~ tit from a guy t h a t  was--came back from- Viet-
nam. I d i d n ' t  r ece ive  one. 

Q - You weren ' t  i s sued  one? 

A .  No. I wasn ' t  i s s u e  one. 

Q How about Exh ib i t  M - 3 ,  which i s  e n t i t l e d ,  "The 
Enemy i n  Your Hands"? Have you ever  seen t h a t  card?  

(COL W I L S O N  handed Exhibi t  M - 3  t o  t h e  wi tness .  ) 

A .  N o ,  I d o n ' t  be l i eve  I was i s s u e d  one. 

Q 9 
Do you r e c a l l  t h e  opera t ion  on 1 6  March 1968? 

A .  Well, n o t  a c t u a l l y  by t h e  d a t e .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  when Lieutenant  COCHRAN was k i l l e d ?  

A .  Yes. I r e c a l l  when Lieutenant  COCHRAN was k i l l e d .  

Q That was 1 6  March. D o  you r e c a l l  when MILUS w a s  
k i l l e d ?  

A. Right.  I r e c a l l  when M I L U S  was k i l l e d ,  too .  
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Q- Then t h e  day t h a t  L ieu t enan t  COCHRAN w a s  k i l l e d  w a s  
t h e  f i r s t  day o f  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  which w e  a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n ,  and 
t h e  n i g h t  t h a t  MILUS was k i l l e d  i s  t h e  l a s t  day o f  t h e  opera- 
t i o n  t h a t  w e  are i n t e r e s t e d  i n ;  t h a t  t i m e  pe r iod .  I t ' s  a 3 
o r  4 day p e r i o d  t h e r e .  

A. . I  can remember t h e  f i r s t  day,  i f  I ' m  co r r ec t - -

Q- ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Wait ,  now, b e f o r e  w e  go on I am go- 
i n g  t o  fo l low a ch rono log ica l  sequence.  What I wanted t o  do 
when I mentioned t h o s e  two people  i s  t o  f i x  t h a t  t i m e  i n  your  
mind. 

What I want you t o  t e l l  me nex t  i s  e v e r y t h i n g  you 
can remember about  what you were t o l d  b e f o r e  go ing  on t h i s  
o p e r a t i o n ?  I n  o t h e r  words, what you were go ing  t o  do? What 
type  of o p e r a t i o n  it was? What t h e  company w a s  supposed do? 
How many days  you were going t o  be  o u t ?  Th i s  k ind  of t h i n g .  

I d o n ' t  remember be ing  b r i e f e d  on t h a t .  

You d o n ' t  remember be ing  b r i e f e d  a t  a l l ?  

A. No. 

Q- How about  S p e c i a l i s t  MORGAN? Did h e  s a y  anyth ing  
t o  you about  t h a t ?  

A. A l l  he t o l d  us i s  w e  would be with t h e  CF group 
as normal, and we 'd  b e  around t h e  CO. 

Q. H e  d i d n ' t  s a y  where i t  was? 

A. W e l l ,  I c a n ' t  remember. 

Q. Do you normal ly  g e t  a  h e l i c o p t e r  assignment t h e  
n i g h t  b e f o r e  i f  you go on a combat a s s a u l t ,  o r  do you g e t  it 
t h e  nex t  morning? 

A .  I t  a l l  depends. W e  u s u a l l y  was n o t i f i e d  t h e  day be- 
f o r e  s o  t h a t  we would be  moving o u t  t h a t  morning, and f o r  us 
t o  p repa re  o u r  g e a r  t o  move o u t .  

Q. And somebody had t o  t e l l  you t h a t ?  

A. Right .  

Q- Do you remember whether  it was MORGAN? 
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A. W e l l ,  u s u a l l y  i t  was Se rgean t  MORGAN. He was a 
s e r g e a n t  t hen .  I t  was u s u a l l y  S p e c i a l i s t  MORGAN t h a t  t o l d  
us  t h a t .  H e  would always go t o  t h e  p l a toon  meet ings  a f t e r  
t hey  come back from h i g h e r  up, and we'd g e t  .it from him. 

a .  What d i d  you normal ly  c a r r y ?  

A. I a l t e r n a t e d .  I c a r r i e d ,  as a weapon--I c a r r i e d  
an M-16 and I sometime c a r r i e d  t h e  b a s e  p l a t e  o r  an M-29 
Mortar  t ube .  I f  I w a s n ' t  c a r r y i n g  e i t h e r  one o f  t hose  I 
was c a r r y i n g  ammunition. 

Q- Did t h e  mor ta r  p l a t o o n  e v e r  c a r r y  any wh i t e  phos-
phorus o r  was . it a l l  HE? 

A. W e  u s u a l l y  c a r r i e d  HE and i l l u m i n a t i o n .  

. Q: Was t h e r e  anyth ing  mentioned concerning t h e  de-
s t r u c t i o n  o f  houses ,  burn ing  o f  hootches  and so f o r t h ?  

A. Not t o  my knowledge, sir. 

Q How about  l i v e  s t o c k  and food s t u f f s ?  

A* No. 

Q How about  t h e  d i s p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  people  i n  t h e  
a r e a ?  What t o  do w i t h  them? 

A, Normally i f  t h e y  were s u s p e c t e d  VC we'd t a k e  them 
back t o  t h e  CP group and t h e y  would fo l low through and you 
know, g e t t i n g  where t hey  would be  i n t e r r o g a t e d  and a l l  t h i s  
t y p e  a t h i n g .  A l l  w e  ' d  do w a s  b r i n g  them back and u s u a l l y  
o u r  job w a s  to--when they  was brought  back--was t o  guard t h e  
p r i s o n e r s  and CP s e c u r i t y .  

Q- That  ' s normal p rocedure?  

A. Right .  

Q Were t h e r e  any s p e c i a l  i n s t r u c t i o n s  g iven  f o r  t h i s  
e x e r c i s e ?  

A. Not t o  my knowledge, s i r .  

Q- Did anybody t e l l  you what t h e  enemy s i t u a t i o n  would 
be  down t h e r e ?  
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No. 


Q- We're go ing  t o  g e t  i n t o  t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  now on t h e  
16 th .  Did you r e c e i v e  any f i r e  a s  you came i n  on t h e  approach? 

A. Right .  We r e c e i v e d  f i r e  from a  wood l i n e ,  t h a t  was 
b e f o r e  o r  a f t e r  L ieu t enan t  COCHRAN h i t  a  booby t r a p ,  and if 
I ' m  c o r r e c t  t h e  3d P la toon  w a s  on l i n e  and a s s a u l t e d  t h e  wood 
l i n e  w i th  s m a l l  arms f i r e .  

Q. Where w a s  t h e  mor t a r  p l a t o o n  then?  

A. We was around' t h e  CP group.  

Q. I n  o t h e r  words, you had a l r e a d y  landed  and been 
t h e r e  f o r  awhi le?  

A. Right .  Yes. W e  had a l r e a d y  been t h e r e  f o r  awhi le .  

Q. Did you emplace t h e  mor ta r  immediately a f t e r  land-  
i n g  o r  d i d  you a l l  e s t a b l i s h  a  pe r ime te r?  

A. W e l l ,  w e  s e t  up a pe r ime te r .  We d i d n ' t  s e t  t h e  
mor ta r  up. 

Q. Where d i d  you s e t  t h e  mor ta r  up? Do you remember? 
I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  r e l a t e  t h a t  t o  t h e  l o c a t i o n  of where L ieu tenan t  
COCH-RAN was k i l l e d .  Wzs i t  somewhers nezr  h i m ,  o r  was it af-
t e r  he w a s  k i l l e d ,  o r  what? 

A. I t  w a s  a f t e r  h e  w a s  k i l l e d  I t h i n k .  I ' m  n o t  s u r e .  
I t ' s  been q u i t e  awhi le .  I t  was a f t e r  he was k i l l e d .  

Q. Had you moved i n t o  a v i l l a g e  t h a t  morning b e f o r e  
you s e t  t h e  mor ta r  up? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember i f  it was a v i l l a g e  o r  n o t .  

Q. Do you remember j o i n i n g  up t h a t  day w i t h  C/1/20? 
I t  would have been l a t e r  on i n  t h e  a f t e rnoon  probably  o r  
maybe e a r l y  i n  t h e  a f t e rnoon .  C Company would have come 
i n  from t h e  wes t  and B Company jo ined  them, and you s e t  up 
n i g h t  d e f e n s i v e  p o s i t i o n s ?  

A. L e t ' s  s e e .  We s e t  up n i g h t  p o s i t i o n s .  I ' m  t r y i n g  
t o  see--I  d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  C Company s e t  up w i t h  us  i n  t h e  
n i g h t  l a a g e r  p o s i t i o n .  I f  we came i n  c o n t a c t  w i t h  them I 

(KINGSBY) APP T-321 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

t h i n k  it was t h e  same d a t e  a s  a MEDCAP i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  o r  some-
t h i n g  s i m i l a r .  I d o n ' t  remember c l e a r l y ,  d id  we con tac t  
Char l i e  Company o r  no t .  

Q. I n  Exh ib i t  P-18, do you recognize anything about 
t h a t  photograph? Can you s e e  i t ?  

(COL WILSON handed Exhibi t  P-18 t o  t h e  wi tness . )  

A. T h a t ' s  HUFFMAN from t h e  weapons p la toon.  

Q T h a t ' s  a funny th ing .  Everybody has been a b l e  t o  
i d e n t i f y  t h a t  photograph, b u t  HUFFMAN himself .  Do you re-
member s e e i n g  t h e s e  Vietnamese? 

A. This  one here--these t h r e e  t h a t  I can r e c a l l .  

Did you guard t h e s e  p r i s o n e r s ?  

A. W e  were guarding t h e s e  p r i s o n e r s .  Yes. 

Q Do you remember where t h e s e  p r i s o n e r s  came from? 

A: I f  I ' m  c o r r e c t  I t h i n k  they  was taken o u t  of t h e  
v i l l a g e .  

Q- Do you know what happened t o  them? 

A .  W e  had them and then  r e l e a s e d  them t o  go back i n  
t h e  v i l l a g e ,  a l l  b u t  t h r e e  of them, p r i o r  t o  t h a t  l a a g e r  i n .  
You know, we laagered  i n ,  b u t  i f  I am c o r r e c t ,  t h a t  morning 
they  r e l e a s e d  a l l  t h e  rest of them. 

Q .  What d i d  they  do wi th  t h e  t h r e e ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know i f  they  were taken  i n  by h e l i c o p t e r  
o r  r e l eased .  I t  was about 12 o ' c l o c k  o r  a f t e r ,  I th ink  
w e  had stopped f o r  a chow break.  

Q. What about t h i s  Exh ib i t  P-19? Is t h e r e  anything 
about  t h a t  you recognized? 

(COL WILSON handed t h e  wi tness  P-19. ) 

(The wi tness  gave a nega t ive  response.)  
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Q- Exhib i t  P-20? 

A. This  i s  Sergeant  MARSHALL. 

Q. T h a t ' s  t h e  man on t h e  r i g h t ,  Sergeant  MARSHALL? 

A. Y e s .  This  i s  Daniel  HOUGHTON. 

Q. The man hold ing  t h e  po le  i s  HOUGHTON? 

A. HOOTON o r  HOUGHTON. Something l i k e  t h a t . .  

A. ( In te rpos ing)  H i s  f i r s t  name i s  Dan HOUGHTON? 

Q. What about t h e  man bending over? 

A. I c a n ' t  see h i s  f ace  very c l e a r l y .  

Q. E x h i b i t  P-21? The two uniformed personnel  t h e r e ?  
Do you recognize e i t h e r  one of them? 

A. N o .  

Q. E x h i b i t  P-22? 

A. I f  I'rii c o r r e c t ,  I d o n ' t  know i f  he  was a member of 
t h e  2d o r  t h e  3d Platoon.  I c a n ' t  s t a t e  which one. 

Q- This  i s  t h e  m i l i t a r y  i n t e l l i g e n c e  o f f i c e r ?  

A. H e  w a s  t r a v e l i n g  with them. 

Q- You saw him t h a t  day? 

A. I remember see ing  h i s  face.  

Q .  The man i n  t h e  cen te r?  

A. Right. 

Q. Lieutenant  JOHNSON? 

A.  Y e s .  
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Q. Did you e v e r  s e e  e i t h e r  one o f  t h e s e  two uniform- 
e d  vie tnamese i n  E x h i b i t  P-66? 

A. I c o u l d n ' t  be s u r e  of  t h a t .  

Q - D i d  you e v e r  s e e  t h e s e  p r i s o n e r s  i n  E x h i b i t  
P-208? I know you c a n ' t  s e e  t h e i r  f a c e s ,  b u t  I wondered 
if you had seen  t h a t  group? 

A. I t  seems l i k e  I can remember, b u t  I c a n ' t  be 
d e f i n i t e .  

Q *  How about  t h i s  l o c a t i o n  i n  t h i s  photograph,  Ex-
h i b i t  P-209? Have you e v e r  s een  t h a t  l o c a t i o n ?  Do you 
r e c a l l  t h a t ?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember what d a t e  o r  no th ing ,  b u t  i t ' s  a 
l a a g e r  p o s i t i o n  where we set up i n s i d e  a  b u i l d i n g  o r  some- 
t h i n g  Pike t h a t .  I t  seems l i k e  I can r e c a l l  j u s t  a l i t t l e  
b i t  o f  t h e  p i c t u r e .  

Q - Now, when C Company d i d  l i n k  up wi th  you a l l  and 
you went i n t o  a n i g h t  d e f e n s i v e  p o s i t i o n ,  supposedly C Com-
pany came i n  w i t h  some ARVN pe r sonne l  and p o s s i b l y  some Nation- 
a l  P o i i c e .  Did you s e e  any o f  t h e s e  people?  

A. I s a w  Na t iona l  P o l i c e ,  b u t  I d i d n ' t  say  f o r  s u r e  i f  
it .was  on t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  o r  n o t .  I c o u l d n ' t  be s u r e  of  t h a t .  

Q - Tha t  n i g h t  d i d  you h e a r  any f i r i n g  i n  t h e  l a a g e r  
a r e a ?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember. 

Q- Did you s e e  any i n t e r r o g a t i o n s  going on t h a t  day? 

A, Well ,  l e t  m e  ask you t h i s .  Was t h i s  p r i o r  t o  t h e  
n i g h t  t h a t  MILUS was k i l l e d ?  

Q- I t ' s  a couple  o f  days  p r i o r  t o  it. I n  f a c t  i t ' s  
2 n i g h t s  p r i o r  t o  t h e  n i g h t  MILUS w a s  k i l l e d .  

A. I c o u l d n ' t  be  s u r e .  I d o n ' t  know. 

Q *  D o  you r e c a l l  h e a r i n g  any th ing  about  m i s t r e a t i n g  
p r i s o n e r s  w h i l e  you were i n  t h e  l a a g e r  a r e a ?  
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No, I d i d n ' t .  


Shoot ing  them? 


No. 


C u t t i n g  t h e i r  f i n g e r s  o f f ?  


No, sir.  


Q. The n e x t  day ,  t h e  2d and t h e  3d and t h e  mor ta r  p l a -  
toon--the 1st P la toon  w a s  a c r o s s  t h e  r i v e r .  They had a l r e a d y  
gone a c r o s s  t h e  r i v e r  and t h i s  i s  one o t h e r  q u e s t i o n  t h a t  I 
neg lec t ed  t o  ask  you. Do you remember f i r i n g  a  mor ta r  t h a t  
day? W a i t  a minute.  

LTC,NOLL: How long  does it t a k e  you t o  emplace t h e  mor ta r  
and g e t  ready t o  f i r e ?  

A. Usual ly  i t  t a k e s  about--roughly w e  cou ld  set it 
up i n  4 5  seconds o r  s o .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  p u t t i n g  t h e  mor ta r  i n  p o s i t i o n  and 
t a k i n g  it o u t  o f  p o s i t i o n ,  and moving i t  t o  somewhere e l s e  
t h a t  f i r s t  day? What I am r e a l l y  ask ing  i s  do you r e c a l l  
du r ing  t h e  f i rs t  4 5  minutes  hav ing  a f i r e  miss ion?  I t  shou ld  
have Seen s h o r t l y  a f t e r  LieutenantCOCHFWJ w a s  k i l l e d ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know. I c o u l d n ' t  be  s u r e ,  b u t  it seems 
l i k e  we f i r e d  i n t o  a  wood l i n e ,  b u t  I c o u l d n ' t  be  s u r e .  

Q. Could you s e e  t h e  impact  a r e a ?  

A. . No. We c o u l d n ' t  see t h e  impact  a r e a .  The 3d P la -  
toon was--BRETENSTEIN was t h e  3d P la toon  FO f o r  awhi le  and 
he was t h e  3d P la toon  FO on t h a t  o p e r a t i o n .  

Q. How many rounds d i d  you f i r e ?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember. 

Q. DO you recall  what l i f t  you were on du r ing  t h e  corn-
b a t  a s s a u l t ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  h e  was on t h e  second wave. 
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Q. Did you h e a r  any f i r i n g  when you got  on t h e  ground? 

A. Yes, sir.  We go t  smal l  arms f i r e  from t h e  wood 
l i n e .  

Q - Was t h a t  t h e  wood l i n e  t h a t  you engaged with t h e  
mortar? 

A .  No. I t  wasn ' t - - there was a wood l i n e  i n  one pos-
i t i o n  o f f  t o  our  f r o n t ,  and o f f  t o  our  l e f t  f l ank  t h e r e  would 
have been another  wood l i n e .  The l e f t  s i d e  i s  where we f i r e d  
i n t o .  We g o t  t h e  f i r e  from our  immediate f r o n t .  I t  was t o  
t h e  f r o n t  of u s .  

Q. Do you know i n  what d i r e c t i o n  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r s  were 
p o i n t i n g  when they  l e t  you o f f  on t h e  ground? 

A. According t o  where we landed and I use t h e  ocean 
as  t h e  back of  us  a s  a r e fe rence ,  and we landed p a r a l l e l  t o  
t h e  ocean f a c i n g  t h i s  way. 

Q. Towards Uptight? 

A. Right.  

COL W I L S O N :  The company moved o u t  toward a b r idge  and Ser-
geant  TAYLOR h i t  a mine. Do you remember any f i r i n g  down 
t h e r e ?  Were you down i n  t h a t  a rea?  

A. Well, we was on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  br idge .  I 
t h i n k  t h e  1st Platoon had taken over  p o i n t  then ,  because 
TAYLOR was u s u a l l y  t h e  f i r s t  man i n  t h e  p o i n t  squad. 

Q. Who? 

A. TAYLOR. 

Q. Did you s e e  any a c t i o n  o r  do you know what happened 
down t h e r e ?  

A. No. I d i d n ' t  s e e  the  a c t i o n ,  they j u s t  passed t h e  
word back down. I t  came back down t h a t  he had h i t  a mine 
while  probing. 

Q Did you s e e  any gunships come i n ?  
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A. I d o n ' t  remember gunships  coming i n .  

Q - Did you h e a r  much f i r i n g  down t h e r e ,  o r  much ex-
p l o s i o n s  going o f f ,  o r  any th ing  l i k e  t h a t ?  

A .  I hea rd  t h e  exp los ion  t h a t  TAYLOR had h i t ,  be-
cause  w e  was--the CP group was behind t h e  1st P la toon .  We 
w a s n ' t  t o o  f a r  away. We could  h e a r  t h e  exp los ion .  

Q Do you remember c r o s s i n g  t h e  b r i d g e ?  

A. Y e s ,  I remember c r o s s i n g  t h e  b r i d g e ,  because I 
remember looking  i n t o  t h e  w a t e r .  There was p i e c e s  of  h i s  
M-16 t h a t  h e  was c a r r y i n g ,  l a y i n g  around where t h e  mine had 
exploded,  o r  booby t r a p ,  o r  whatever  it was. 

Q. What d i d  you do a f t e r  you g o t  on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e ?  
Did you a l l  set  up t h e  mor t a r ,  o r  d i d  you do any s e a r c h i n g ,  
o r  what? Did you se t  up s e c u r i t y ?  

A. W e  always set  up s e c u r i t y  f o r  t h e  CP group.  When 
w e  g o t  a c r o s s  w e  se t  up a p e r i m e t e r  f o r  t h e  CP group. 

Q Did you s e e  any bodies  o v e r  t h e r e ?  

A. No, I d i d n ' t  s e e  any bod ie s .  

Q - Our in fo rma t ion  i s  t h a t  t h e  mor ta r  p l a t o o n  set  up 
t h e  mor ta r  and s t a y e d  t h e r e  awhi le .  The 1st P la toon  moved on 
down t h e  c o a s t  a l l  t h e  way t o  t h e  end,  and t u r n e d  around. 
They came about  halfway back and l a a g e r e d  t h a t  n i g h t .  The 
mor ta r  p l a t o o n  d i s p l a c e d  down t h e r e  w i t h  them and l a a g e r e d  
w i t h  them. You would have been o u t  on t h e  beach,  n o t  on t h e  
beach,  b u t  you would have been r i g h t  by them. There would 
have been a sand  dune between you and t h e  beach.  Do you 
remember t h i s ?  Th i s  i s  t h e  n i g h t  t h a t  MILUS w a s  h i t ?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember i t ,  sir. 

Q . W e l l ,  it could have been a h e l i c o p t e r  t h a t  came i n  
t h e r e  t o o  and brought  some h o t  chow. You remember s e e i n g  
L ieu tenan t  LEWIS come i n  t h e r e  any t ime t h a t  day? L i e u t e n a n t  
MUNDY? 

A. I b e l i e v e  L ieu tenan t  MUNDY came o u t .  

Q. Do you remember anybody be ing  w i t h  him? 

A. No. 
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a .  Do you remember a h e l i c o p t e r  coming i n  t h a t  n i g h t  
a n d . b r i n g i n g  i n  anybody? Did you s e e  any ARVN pe r sonne l  o u t  
t h e r e ?  

A. I ' m  n o t  s u r e ,  b u t  I b e l i e v e  t h e r e  w a s  two A R V N ' s  
t h a t  came o u t .  

Q .  When d i d  t h e y  come o u t ? ,  Do you know? 

A. I b e l i e v e  it was a f t e r  t h e  resupply  h e l i c o p t e r  had 
come i n .  I t  was e i t h e r  evening o r  noon. I c a n ' t  remember 
which one it was. 

Q *  Do you remember any o f f i c e r s  coming o u t  t h e r e  on 
t h e  chopper? Any M I  Personne l?  Do you remember any i n t e r -
r o g a t i o n s  go ing  on o u t  t h e r e ?  

A. No. 

Q. Did you have any VC s u s p e c t s ?  

A .  I remember a war ran t  o f f i c e r ,  I b e l i e v e ,  b u t  I 
d o n ' t  know i f  t h i s  was t h e  same o p e r a t i o n  and a Vietnamese I 
t h i n k .  I b e l i e v e  two came o u t ,  b u t  I c a n ' t  s a y  t h i s  was t h e  
same d a t e  you w a s  t a l k i n g  about .  

Q You d i d n ' t  s e e  any i n t e r r o g a t i o n s  going on? 

A. No. 

Q - The company moved o u t  t h e  n e x t  morning e a r l y  and 
went back by t h a t  b r i d g e ,  and moved up n o r t h  of t h e  b r idge .  
The 3d P la toon  s t a y e d  up t h e r e  and they  p icked  up t h e  3d P l a -
toon  and moved up n o r t h  o f  t h e  b r i d g e  t o  a p r e t t y  b i g  v i l l a g e .  
T h a t ' s  when t h e  MEDCAP t h a t  you remember came i n .  I t  had a 
bunch o f  medics come i n .  The company rounded up a l o t  of  c i -
v i l i a n s  t h e r e  and took them back t o  t h e  beach. Do you remem-
b e r  t h a t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q What w a s  t h e  mor t a r  p l a t o o n  doing t h e n ,  s e c u r i n g  
t h e  CP? 

A. Secur ing  t h e  CP, yes .  
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Q. Was . the  CP s e p a r a t e  from where t h i s  medical team 
was? 

A. Y e s ,  I b e l i e v e  so.  

Q. Could you s e e  what was going on where t h e  medics 
were? 

A. They had a hootch where they  was t a k i n g  them t o ,  
you know. I t  was i n  t h e  c e n t e r  of t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q- Did you s e e  any i n t e r r o g a t i o n s  going on? Were t h e  

M I  people i n  t h e r e  , separa t ing  t h e  people? 


A. I b e l i e v e  t h e  people were separa ted ,  some of them. 

Q. Did you see  anybody i n t e r r o g a t i n g  o r  ask ing  ques- 

t i o n s ?  


A. No. I d o n ' t  remember it. 


Q - Did you s e t  t h e  mortar up t h a t  day? 


A. I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  we s e t  t h e  mortar up. 

Q. Did you ever  s e e  t h a t  man? T h a t ' s  E x h i b i t  P-215? 

A. H e  was cne of  t h e  p r i s o n e r s  t h a t  we s e r e  gcarding.  

Q. Where? 

A. This  was i n  t h e  l a a g e r  p o s i t i o n  where MILUS was 
k i l l e d ,  and a f t e r  we l e f t  ou t  of  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q. - What happened t o  him? Did he s t a y  t h e r e  a l l  n igh t?  

A. I t h i n k  he was r e l e a s e d  and he went back i n t o  t h e  
v i l l a g e ,  i f  I am c o r r e c t .  

LTC NOLL: Were any suspec t s  evacuated during t h e  day? 

A .  I b e l i e v e  some was. 

Q. How many of t h e  p la toons  engaged i n  t h e  search  of  
the  v i l l a g e ,  on t h a t  end of t h e  l i n e ?  Did anybody secure  t h e  
CP o t h e r  then  t h e  weapons platoon? 
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A. No, I d o n ' t  know i f  it was t h e  1st Platoon o r  not-- 
went up t h e  beach and brought-- i t  was l i k e  a  v i l l a g e  from 
where t h e  MEDCAP had taken p l a c e ,  f a r t h e r  up t h e  beach--that 
they  brought a l l  t h e  peoples down i n t o  t h e  one v i l l a g e ,  bu t  
I d o n ' t  remember what platoon t h a t  was while  t h e  o t h e r  p la -  
toon was i n  t h i s  v i l l a g e  t h a t  we was in--

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  Did t h e  MEDCAP take  p lace  i n  a v i l l a g e  
o r  d i d  it  t a k e  p lace  on t h e  beach? 

A. I n  , the  v i l l a g e .  

Q. Did you hea r  any unusual s t o r i e s  about t h e  search 
of t h e  v i l l a g e s  dur ing  t h i s  day? 

A. No, n o t  unusual. 


Q- How f a r  w a s  t h i s  v i l l a g e  away from t h e  coas t?  


A. The v i l l a g e  was approximately 50 meters from t h e  
water  l i n e .  

Q *  Very c lose?  

A. Right. 

COL WILSON: Do you remember any a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  coming i n  
t h e r e  t h a t  day? 

A. No. The only a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  I remember was t h a t  
n i g h t  a f t e r  M I L U S  got  k i l l e d ,  cause we had a mortar a t t a c k  
and then they--the a r t i l l e r y  F O  c a l l e d  f o r  a r t i l l e r y  support  
from Uptight .  I be l i eve  t h a t ' s  where it came from, Uptight.  

Q* Supposedly he f i r e d  some marker rounds t h a t  day. 
Did you s e e  a  woman come i n t o  t h e  CP with h e r  l e g  a l l  c u t  
open? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember. 

Q - When you g o t  t h a t  mortar a t t a c k  t h a t  n i g h t ,  d i d  
t h e  81 f i r e  a  coun te rba t t e ry  on i t ?  

A. Right. Yes. W e ,  f i r e d  back a coun te ra t t ack .  

a. How many rounds? 
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A. I presume i t  w a s  around f i v e  rounds o r  more, , b e f o r e  
t h e  1 0 5 ' s  s t a r t e d  t o  f i r e .  

Q* Did t h e  1 0 5 ' s  p u t  any c o n c e n t r a t i o n  on i t ?  

A. Right .  

Q- They g o t  t h e  c a s u a l t i e s  o u t  t h a t  n i g h t  and l e f t  
MILUS' body t h e r e  and MILUS' went o u t  t h e  n e x t  morning? 

A. Right .  I t  was l a y i n g  ove r  by t h e  CP , group t h e r e .  

Q- Do you r e c a l l  any th ing  e l s e  about  t h a t  day? Any 
sma l l  arms f i r e  come i n  when t h a t  mortar  a t t a c k  came i n ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  t h a t  w e  g o t  sma l l  arms f i r e  from t h e  r e a r ,  
from t h e  v i l l a g e .  The mor ta r  rounds came from t h e  d i r e c t i o n - -  
from t h e  v i l l a g e  f u r t h e r  down from t h e  MEDCAP, i n  t h a t  v i -  
c i n i  t y  . 
Q. Did you see any i n t e r r o g a t i o n s  going on t h e  nex t  
morning? 

A. I b e l i e v e  there - -yes ,  t h e r e  was some i n t e r r o g a t i o n .  

Q- Did you see any o f  t h e  p r i s o n e r s  m i s t r e a t e d ?  

.-A. LVO. I d i d n ' t  s e e  any of t h e  p r i s o n e r s  m i s t r e a t e d ~ .  

Q- Did you h e a r  about  i t ?  

A. No, cause  t h e y  w a s  i n t e r r o g a t i n g  t h e  ones  t h a t  w e  
was guard ing  t h a t  n i g h t ,  because I was on guard du ty  when 
MILUS was k i l l e d .  I was guard ing  t h e  two o r  t h r e e  p r i s o n e r s  
t h a t ' w e  had l e f t  when t h e  mor ta r  rounds came i n .  

LTC NOLL: These p r i s o n e r s .  Were they  k e p t  r i g h t  i n  t h e  CP 
group? 

A .  Right.  They was on t h e  s i d e  o f  t h e  CP group. 

Q. How many w e r e  d e t a i n e d  ove r  n i g h t ?  

A * .  There was t h r e e  o r  f o u r ,  I t h i n k .  Four,  I b e l i e v e .  

Q* Did t h e y  have supper  i n  t h e  p o s i t i o n ?  
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A. Right .  W e  gave them chow, because w e  usua l ly .  hand- 
l e d  t h a t  t o o ,  because w e  w e r e  w i th  t h e  CP w i t h  t h e  r a t i o n s .  

Q-	 Were yo,u t he i . e  when they  were f e d  supper?  

A. 	 Right .  I was t h e r e .  

Q. 	 What d i d  t h e y  have? 

A. W e l l ,  a f t e r  w e  a t e ,  t h e n  t h e y  g o t  what w a s  l e f t ,  

you know. I d o n ' t  know what t hey  g o t .  


Q- Did you a l l  have p o t a t o e s  t h a t  n i g h t ?  


A - . Y e s ,  w e  had p o t a t o e s .  


Q- D i d  you see them when t h e y  were fed?  


A. No, I wasn' t around when they  was f e d ,  b u t  I- know 
t h e y  w a s  f e d  chow. 

Q. 	 D i d  you h e a r  about it? 

H e a r  about  what? 

When t h e y  w e r e  f ed?  

No. Nothing u s u a l .  I d idn  ' t  h e a r  any th ing  unusual .  

Who d i d  t h e  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  t h e  nex t  morning? 

A. I b e l i e v e  it was t h e  guys t h a t  came i n  on t h e  
chopper.. There  w e r e  i n t e r r o g a t o r s  w i t h  us .. 

Were t h e y  U . S . ?  

A. One w a s  U.S. and t h e  o t h e r  w a s  Vietnamese, I be-
l i e v e .  

Q- Did t h e y  i n t e r r o g a t e  them i n  a  b u i l d i n g  o r  w e r e  
t hey  i n  t h e  open? 

A. 	 They w a s  i n  t h e  open,  because  w e  was down on t h e  
beach. 


Q 0. 	 Did you see anybody k i c k  one o f  them? 
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A. No. I d o n ' t  remember anybody g e t t i n g  k i cked ,  cause  
a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  w e  w a s n ' t  i n  t h e  immediate a r e a  t h e y  w a s  i n .  

COL WILSON: Did you have any knowledge of an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o r  
i n q u i r y  be ing  made on t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  b e f o r e  you l e f t  Vietnam? 

A. No, I d i d n ' t .  

Q - Were you o r  anyone you know e v e r  ques t ioned  on t h i s  
o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. No more t h e n  t h e  guys I saw today when I came in--
HOFFMAN o r  LONG. 

Q. I mean w h i l e  you were s t i l l  i n  Vietnam? 

A. No. 

Q - Did you e v e r  h e a r  any rumors t h a t  any c i v i l i a n s  
had been k i l l e d  u n n e c e s s a r i l y  by e i t h e r  B/4/3 o r  C/1/20 on  
1 6  March? 

A. No, I h a d n ' t .  

Q. Were you e v e r  t o l d  n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. No. I was never  t o l d  n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n .  

Q. Did you have a camera on t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. No, n o t  on t h i s  o p e r a t i o n .  

Q. Did you know i f  t h e r e  was any problem w i t h  mari-
juana i n  B Company? 

A. I t h i n k  t h e y  had a  couple  o f  c a s e s  where they 
caught  some guys w i t h  i t  i n  t h e i r  posiession.  

Q What about. . on o p e r a t i o n s ?  

A. Not on o p e r a t i o n s .  

. Q e  Did you e v e r  h e a r  of  any ARVN o r  U.S. m i l i t a r y  pe r -
sonne l  t o r t u r i n g  VC s u s p e c t s  o r  p r i sone r s? .  

A. No. 
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a.  M r .  KINGSBY, do you have any f u r t h e r  s t a t emen t  o r  
t es t imony t h a t  might assist us  i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A. No. 

Q I r e q u e s t  t h a t  you do n o t  d i s c u s s  your tes t imony 
i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  w i t h  o t h e r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  o t h e r  w i t n e s s e s  
f o r  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  e x c e p t  as you may be  r e q u i r e d  t o  do s o  
b e f o r e  a competent j u d i c i a l  o r  l e g i s l a t i v e  body. 

A. I unders tand .  

COL WILSON: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  be  r e c e s s e d .  . 

(The h e a r i n g. . r e c e s s e d  a t  1 5 2 0  hours  4 February 1 9 7 0 . )  
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: MILLER, Stephen M. 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 3 February 1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: RTO, Weapons P la toon ,  
B/4/3 .  

1. PRIOR TRAINING I N  THE. RULES OF LAND WARFARE. 

The w i t n e s s  r e c a l l e d  classes i n  t h e  Geneva Conventions 
p r i o r  t o  h i s  a r r i v a l  i n  Vietnam, b u t  d i d  n o t  r eca l l  
r e c e i v i n g  MACV i n s t r u c t i o n  ca rds  on t h e  r u l e s  f o r  handl ing  
d e t a i n e e s  (pgs.  3 ,  4 )  . 
2. PREOPERATIONAL PLANS AND BRIEFINGS. 

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  that  Capta in  MICHLES b r i e f e d  t h e  
p l a toon  l e a d e r s  who i n  t u r n  b r i e f e d  t h e  squad l e a d e r s .  The 
squad l e a d e r s  b r i e f e d  t h e i r  men (pgs .  4 ,  5 ) .  H e  remembered 
noth ing  about  t h e  b r i e f i n g s  which would i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e  
o p e r a t i o n  w a s  t o  b e  d i f f e r e n t  from any o t h e r s  (pg.  6 ) .  H e  
d i d  reca l l  t h a t  t h e  enemy s i t u a t i o n  w a s  "bad" (pg. 6)  . 
3 .  THE COMBAT ASSAULT. 

a. A c t i v i t i e s  on t h e  16 th .  

The w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  recal l  r e c e i v i n g  f i r e  du r ing  t he  
l and ing  (pgs .  7 ,  8 ) .  H e  d i d  r eca l l  f i r i n g  some dud mor ta r  
rounds t h a t  morning, a l though h e  w a s  n o t  s u r e  of  t h e  day (pg .9) .  
H e  remembered no th ing  unusual  on t h a t  evening (pg. 1 0 )  . H e  
d i d  n o t  see any p r i s o n e r s  be ing  i n t e r r o g a t e d  (pg. 1 4 ) .  
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b. A c t i v i t i e s  on the 17th .  

The wi tness  r e c a l l e d  TAYLOR being wounded, b u t  none o f  
t h e  immediately subsequent  a c t i o n  (pg.  1 6 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  see any 
bod ies ,  nor burning v i l l a g e s  (pg. 1 6 ) .  He remembered a 
h e l i c o p t e r  coming i n t o  a  per imeter  s e t  up a f t e r  t h e  r i v e r  
was crossed.  L ieu tenan t s  MUNDY and LEWIS came i n t o  t h e  a r e a  
on t h a t  s h i p  (pgs.  17 ,  2 0 ) .  That evening the w i t n e s s  w a s  
near  MILUS i n  t h e  l a a g e r  p o s i t i o n  (pgs.  18-20). H e  
remembered some hootches burning t h a t  day, b u t  had no 
r e c a l l  of any informat ion  r e l a t i n g  a c t i o n  of t h e  o t h e r  p l a toons  
t h a t  day (pgs.  19 ,  2 0 ) .  

c. A c t i v i t i e s  on t h e  18 th  and 19th.  

The wi tness  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  he heard of  a MEDCAP 
on 18  March, b u t  d i d  n o t  see them (pg. 2 1 ) .  He r e c a l l e d  a 
de ta inee  who was going t o  l e a d  t h e  U . S .  f o r c e s  t o  a t u n n e l  
cache. The tunne l  was empty (pg. 2 2 )  . The wi tness  d i d  
n o t  remember t h e  day t h i s  occur red  (pg. 2 5 ) .  He d i d  n o t  
r e c a l l  a change i n  t h e  o v e r a l l  p l a n  of t h e  o p e r a t i o n  (pg.25).  

4 .  KNOWLEDGE OF AN INCIDENT.  

The wi tness  heard  no rumors of  any unnecessary k i l l i n g s  
o r  burnings invo lv ing  B / 4 / 3  o r  C/lj20 dur ing  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  
a t  i s s u e  (pg. 25 ) .  

5. KNOWLEDGE OF AN INVESTIGATIQN. 

The wi tness  s t a t e d  t h a t  h e  was never ques t ioned  
concerning t h e  i n c i d e n t  (pg. 26). 

6 .  OTHER INFORMATION. 

There were f i v e  PRC-25 r a d i o s  i n  use;  one i n  each 
p la toon  and two i n  t h e  command group, one on t h e  b a t t a l i o n  
n e t  and one on the company n e t  (pg. 3 ) .  The wi tness  
c a r r i e d  t h e  weapons p l a toon  r a d i o  tuned t o  t h e  company 
n e t  (pg. 8 ) .  
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EXHIBITS 


EXHIBIT 

-1NUMBER DESCRIPTION NOTES 	 PAGES 

1 

MACV Card "Nine Rules d i t  had n o t  s een .  3,4 

MACV Card "The Enemy i n  
Your Hands" W i t  had n o t  seen .  4 

W i t  d i d  n o t  
ous Scene ' recoqnize.  11 

W i t  d i d  n o t  
Misce l laneous  Scene recoqnize .  11-

W i t  d i d  n o t  

us  Scene r ecoqn ize .  11 


W i t  d i d  n o t  

Misce l laneous  Scene 	 r ecogn ize .  11 

y,:1 recognized  man 
Miscel laneous Scene . 	 l n  c e n t e r .  11 

~ i - trecognized  
Miscel laneous Scene p r i s o n e r s .  12 ,13  
Photo o f  n i g h t  l a a g e r  H e r e  where w l t n e s s  
on 1 6 t h  guarded p r i s o n e r s .  13  

W i t  r e c a l l e a  s e e l n g  
Pnoto of detaii-iee h i a s  22 
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(The hear ing  reconvened a t  1 4 1 1  hours ,  3 February 
1970.) 

COL WILSON: The hear ing  w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  

RCDR: 
MAJ THOMAS. 

The fol lowing persons a r e  p r e s e n t :  COL WILSON and 

The nex t  wi tness  is  M r .  Stephen M .  MILLER. 

(MR MILLER w a s  c a l l e d  as  a wi tness ,  was sworn, and 
t e s t i f i e d  a s  fol lows :) 

W i l l  you p l e a s e  s t a t e  your f u l l  name, occupat ion,  
and res idence?  

A. Stephen Murray MILLER, e l e c t r i c  salesman, e l e c t r i c a l  
p a r t s .  I l i v e  i n  Union C i t y ,  Tennessee. 

COL WILSON: M r .  MILLER, before  we proceed wi th  any ques t ions ,  
I w i l l  inform you of a couple t h i n g s .  One, t h e  Peers  Commit- 
t e e  o r  t h e  Peers  Inqu i ry  was d i r e c t e d  by t h e  Sec re ta ry  of t h e  
Army and t h e  Chief of S t a f f  of t h e  Army f o r  t h e  purpose of  
determining t h e  f a c t s  and making recommendations concerning 
t h e  My La i  ( 4 )  i n c i d e n t  of 1968. I n  conducting h i s  i n v e s t i -
g a t i o n ,  General PEERS determined t h a t  it i s  necessary t h a t  
he  have an i n s i g h t  i n t o  t h e  opera t ions  which were conducted 
by B/4/3 dur ing  t h e  pe r iod  1 6 ,  17 ,  18  and 19 March. He the re -  
f o r e  appointed t h i s  team, which i s  In terv iew Team C ,  t o  ques- 
t i o n  personnel  of  B Company f o r  a complete d e s c r i p t i o n  of  t h e  
u n i t  ope ra t ion .  You may expect  General PEERS o r  o t h e r  mem- 
b e r s  of t h i s  group t o  come i n  and ques t ion  you. I f  it comes 
up, I ' l l  i d e n t i f y  them t o  you i f  they  come i n ,  and they do 
have t h e  a u t h o r i t y  t o  ques t ion  you. 

Your testimony w i l l  be taken under oa th .  A verbat im 
t r a n s c r i p t  w i l l  be  prepared and a t a p e  recording  i s  being 
made i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  c o u r t  r e p o r t e r  t r a n s c r i p t .  Although 
t h e  genera l  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of t h e  r e p o r t  w i l l  be  c o n f i d e n t i a l ,  
i t ' s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h e  testimony may a t  some f u t u r e  d a t e  
become a mat ter  of pub l i c  knowledge. 

During t h i s  in te rv iew w e ' l l  fol low a sequence of  
chronologica l  ques t ioning .  The f i r s t  ques t ions  w e ' l l  ask you 
w i l l  concern t r a i n i n g  p r i o r  t o  going t o  Vietnam, immediately 
p r i o r  t o  going t o  Vietnam. The second ques t ions  w i l l  concern 
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t h e  b r i e f i n g  which you r ece ived  p r i o r  t o  going on t h e  combat 
a s s a u l t  on t h e  1 6 t h  of March. T h e  t h i r d  series o f  q u e s t i o n s  
w i l l  concern t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  which were conducted from t h e  1 6 t h  
through t h e  1 9 t h  of March. The l a s t  q u e s t i o n s  w i l l  concern 
knowledge you may have of  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o r  i n q u i r y  conduct- 
ed w h i l e  you were s t i l l  i n  Vietnam. W e ' l l  t r y  t o  s t i c k  t o  
t h a t  sequence a s  much a s  p o s s i b l e .  

There  a r e  t h r e e  members o f  t h i s  team. I have one 
who i s  working o v e r  a photograph wi th  your  f r i e n d  FERNANDEZ, 
s o  h e ' l l  b e  i n  when h e  g e t s  through w i t h  him. M r .  WALSH, 
who i s  a c i v i l i a n  a t t o r n e y  appoin ted  by t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  
t h e  Army t o  assist General  PEERS, w i l l  probably b e  i n .  I n  
t h e  meantime, I ' l l  conduct t h e  interv. iew. And t h e  t h r e e  
of  us  h e r e  a r e  a u t h o r i z e d  and d i r e c t e d  by General  PEERS 
t o  develop t h e  B Company o p e r a t i o n .  Major THOMAS i s  t h e  
r eco rde r .  Have you any q u e s t i o n s  on any th ing  I ' v e  covered? 

(Witness shakes  head i n  t h e  n e g a t i v e . )  

Have you d i s c u s s e d  t h e s e  o p e r a t i o n s  o r  t h i s  oper -  
a t i o n  wi th  anybody p r i o r  t o  coming t o  t h i s  i n t e r v i e w ?  

A. No. 

Q. What was your  ass ignment  on 1 6  March 1968? 

A .  I w a s  i n  t h e  weapons p l a toon  a t  t h a t  t ine .  

Q. A l l  r i g h t .  L e t  me f i x  t h i s  t ime s o  t h a t  w e ' l l  b e  
t a l k i n g  on t h e  same frequency.  COCHRAN w a s  k i l l e d  on t h e  1 6 t h .  

A.  Right .  

Q. That o p e r a t i o n  took p l a c e  from t h e  t i m e  COCHRAN w a ss 

k i l l e d  u n t i l  MILUS was k i l l e d .  That  n i g h t ,  t h e  nex t  day,  t h e  
o p e r a t i o n  was over .  So w e r e  you i n  t h e  weapons p l a toon?  

A. Right .  

Q. W e  have you l i s t e d  as an RTO. 

A. I was an RTO i n  t h e  weapons p l a t o o n  w i t h  Se rgean t  
VANN . 
Q. You were RTO f o r  t h e  weapons p l a toon?  
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A.  Right. You know, they switched me around. I was 
i n  t h e  CP group f o r  a whi le ,  and then  went back t o  weapons 
platoon.  Then I went back and was RTO f o r  t h e  CO f o r  about 
t h e  r e s t  of t h e  t ime. 

Q. So dur ing  t h i s  opera t ion  you were RTO i n  t h e  wea- 
pons p la toon?  

A. Yes. 


Q- Who was t h e  p la toon l e a d e r ?  


A. Sergeant  VANN. 

Q. How many PRC-25's d id  you have? 

A. One f o r  every platoon and two i n  t h e  CP group. F ive ,  
I ' d  say f i v e .  Weapons p la toon,  1st  Pla toon,  2d and 3d. One on 
t h e  b a t t a l i o n  n e t  and one on t h e  company n e t  i n  t h e  CP group. 

Q. Were you given any t r a i n i n g  p r i o r  t o  o r  on a r r i v a l  
i n  Vietnam concerning t h e  i $ l e g a l i t y  of  o r d e r s ,  o rde r s  which 
may be i l l e g a l  i f  i ssued?  .Did anybody e v e r  t ake  t h i s  up i n  
t r a i n i n g ?  It probably would have been i n  t h e  m i l i t a r y  j u s t i c e  
c l a s s  o r  i n  t h e  Geneva Conventions c l a s s .  

A. Yes. 

Q. It could have been i n  those  two c l a s s e s ,  b u t  d i d  
you ever  h e a r  any s ta tement  made about l e g a l  and i l l e g a l  
o r d e r s ,  anything on t h a t  s u b j e c t ?  

A. I couldn 't say , for  c e r t a i n .  

Q. You d o n ' t  remember anything l i k e  t h a t ?  

A. We had a c l a s s  on--

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  Geneva Convention? 

A. Yeah, I remember t h a t .  

Q- I ' l l  show you a f a c s i m i l e  03 a MACV card.  This  i s  
our  Exh ib i t  M - 2 ,  e n t i t l e d  "Nine Rules." Have you ever  seen 
t h a t  card? 
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A. No. 

Q Exhib i t  M-3 is  e n t i t l e d ,  "Enemy i n  Your Hands. " 
Have you ever  seen  t h a t  card? 

A. No. 

Q - M r .  MILLER, going back t o  t h e  15th  of March, which 
would have been t h e  day b e f o r e  you went on t h i s  opera t ion ,  
could you t e l l  me a l l  you can r e c a l l  about what you were t o l d  
about t h i s  opera t ion  and who t o l d  you? 

A. Captain MICHLES was our  CO. He b r i e fed- - I  guess he  
b r i e f e d  t h e  p la toon l e a d e r s  and they b r i e f e d  us. Weapons 
platoon w a s n ' t  involved and a l l  t h a t .  We j u s t  k ind  of f o l -
lowed behind t h e  o t h e r  platoons and s e t  up. I f  they needed 
support ,  w e  supported them o r  something l i k e  t h a t .  

Q- Did Sergeant  VANN g ive  you a b r i e f i n g ?  

(Witness nods i n  t h e  a f f i r m a t i v e . )  

What d i d  he say? 

A. I c a n ' t  remember t h a t  a t  a l l .  

Q. V e i i ,  d id  lie say  any th ing  about how many r a t i o n s  
you were supposed t o  take?  

A. Only, you know, they a l l ,  you know--

Q- ( In te rpos ing)  How long d i d  you th ink  you were 
going t o  be o u t  t h e r e ?  

' A. I t  depends, I guess ,  from t h e  word h igher  up, you 
know. 

Q m  Did he  say  t o  take  s l e e p i n g  bags? 

A. N o .  We d i d n ' t  ca r ry  s l e e p i n g  bags--or I d i d n ' t ,  
j u s t  a poncho. Too much weight.  We kind of used our  own 
judgment . 
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Q. Nobody t o l d  you. What d id  he say about h e l i c o p t e r s ?  
Who t o l d  you which h e l i c o p t e r  t o  g e t  i n ?  

A. Captain MICHLES, He told t h e  squad l eader s  and 
p la toon l e a d e r s ,  and t h e  platoon l e a d e r s  t o l d  us. 

Q. So VANN d i d  say something? 

A. Oh, yeah, he b r i e f e d  us. But,  I mean, I c o u l d n ' t  
e x a c t l y  say what he  s a i d ,  what he s a i d  i n  words. J u s t  l i k e  
every o t h e r  mission, I guess,  t a k e  food and water .  

Q. Was t h e r e  anything d i f f e r e n t  about t h i s  mission 
from any o t h e r  mission you'd been on? 

A. No. 


Q - Nothing s p e c i a l ?  


A. No. 

Q- Did Sergeant  VANN b r i e f  t h e  squad l eader s  o r  d id  
he b r i e f  t h e  whole platoon? 

A. He b r i e f e d  t h e  squad l e a d e r s ,  going down t h e  chain 
of  command. The squad l e a d e r s  t e l l  us.  

Q. But you were b r i e f e d  by Sergeant  VANN, weren ' t  you? 

A. Yeah, I was h i s  RTO. I mean, I j u s t  followed. I f  
he s a i d  hop, I hopped. 

Q- How about t h e  medic? Was he  t h e r e ?  

A. Yes, he was. He's--I d o n ' t  know, it s t a r t s  with a 
"B" I be l i eve .  I ' m  not  s u r e  of h i s  name. 

Q. What about any i n s t r u c t i o n s  on burning houses and 
d e s t r u c t i o n  of v i l l a g e s ?  Was t h e r e  any preplanned mortar f i r e  
across  t h e  b r idge ,  recon by f i r e ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know. I t ' s  been a long time. I t ' s  n o t  
t h e  only mission we went on, you know. 
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Q. But you rece ived  a l o t  of c a s u a l t i e s  on t h i s  
mission. A l o t  of people remember t h i s  mission very c l e a r l y .  

A. Y e s .  

Q. . In  t h e  pe r iod  of days t h e  mission l a s t e d ,  you had 
a  number of c a s u a l t i e s .  I t  was i n  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  a r e a ,  and 
up u n t i l  t h i s  time I d o n ' t  t h i n k  you had been down t h e r e  b u t  
twice before .  I d o n ' t  know i f  you went i n  on a combat a s s a u l t  
those  o t h e r  two t imes.  How about any i n s t r u c t i o n s  on t h e  
i n h a b i t a n t s ,  n a t i v e s  of  t h e  v i l l a g e s  over t h e r e ,  any i n s t r u c -  
t i o n s  on what t o  do wi th  them? 

A. J u s Y s e a r c h  them, you know, check t h e i r  I D  cards .  
I .know t h e  platoons d i d  t h a t .  The l s t ,  2d and 3d Pla toons ,  
they searched you know, checked t h e i r  I D  ca rds ,  t o l d  us 
t o  check t h e i r  I D  ca rds .  

Q- J u s t  r e g u l a r  procedure. 

A. Right. 


Q =  Nothing unusual? 


A. No. 

Q. What d id  you t h i n k  t h e  enemy s i t u a t i o n  was going
t o  be down t h e r e ?  

A. Bad. 

Q. Do you know what s i z e  u n i t s  you were going t o  be 
confronted with? 

A. No. 

Q =  Did you t h i n k  most of  t h e  problems would be from 
mines and booby t r a p s  o r  s n i p e r s ?  

A. Booby t r a p s .  

Q. This  i s  from experience,  no t  because you w e r e  
b r i e f e d  on t h a t ?  
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A. No, we d i d n ' t  know u n t i l  w e  got  t h e r e .  

Q. But they 'd  been t h e r e  before .  Do you know what 
t h e  p la toons  of B Company w e r e  supposed t o  do? 

A. No. 

Q. How many people d i d  you have assigned t o  t h a t  
platoon? 

A.  F i f t e e n  o r  s i x t e e n ,  I d o n ' t  know. Three squads; 
t h r e e  gun crews; a t o t a l  of twelve. 

Q. Three gun crews? 

A. Right.  

Q. You d o n ' t  remember anything about preplanned mortar  
f i r e ?  

A. No. 

Q. A l l  r i g h t .  Now, on t h e  day you went i n ,  d i d  you 
rece ive  any f i r e  p r i o r  t o  landing? 

A. That was t h e  day Lieutenant  COCHKAN go t  k i l l e d ,  
r i g h t ?  

Q. He go t  k i l l e d  a l i t t l e  l a t e r  t h a t  morning, r i g h t .  

A .  I d o n ' t  know. It seems l i k e  a f t e r  he got  k i l l e d  
we got  s n i p e r  f i r e .  I d o n ' t  remember f o r  su re .  Because r i g h t  
a f t e r  t h a t ,  i t  seemed l i k e  a few seconds, a guy named GUNTA 
was wounded. Right a f t e r  t h a t  another  one went o f f ,  a guy 
named GUNTA. 

Q Y e s .  W e l l ,  l e t  m e  ask you t h i s - -

A. ( In te rpos ing)  When we s e t  up we go t  some s n i p e r  
f i r e .  

Q- I ' m  t a l k i n g  about ,  r ea l ly - ,  I ' m  t a l k i n g  about a s  you 
went i n t o  t h e  landing  zone a rea .  Do you remember g e t t i n g  any 
f i r e  as you came i n  on your a i r c r a f t ?  
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A. I d o n ' t  know i f  t h i s  i s  t h e  same day o r  not .  We 
did one t ime,  b u t  I d o n ' t  know. 

Q. You d o n ' t  know i f  t h a t ' s  t h e  same one? 

A. No. 

Q =  Were you i n  t h e  f i r s t  l i f t  o r  t h e  second l i f t ?  

A. I don 't remember. 

Q. Do you remember from t h e  landing  zone how t h e  
platoons moved o u t ,  whether weapons platoon followed some 
o t h e r  platoon o r  what? 

A. Yeah, we always followed. 

Q. Do you know which one it was? 

I don 't remember. 

Q. Well, you moved across  t h a t  t r a i l  t h a t ' s  numbered 
521 before  COCHRAN got  h i t .  Because COCHRAN d i d n ' t  g e t  h i t  
u n t i l ,  I t h i n k ,  0845. I t  was 0815 when t h e  f i r s t  l i f t  touched 
down, and t h e  second l i f t  touched down a t  0827. I t  was 0845 
when COCHRAN was k i l l e d ,  and t h e r e  were four  wounded a t  t h e  
same time he  was k i l l e d .  I t  was 0930 when a booby t r a p  was 
t r i p p e d  and t h r e e  o t h e r s  were wounded, 45 minutes l a t e r .  I 
understand t h a t  t h e r e  were some changes of o rde r s  a t  t h a t  t ime 
because a l l  those  people were wounded r i g h t  on t h e  edge of  
P i n k v i l l e .  And Colonel BARKER o r  somebody came i n  on t h e  
r ad io  and s a i d  d o n ' t  sweep P i n k v i l l e  which, I t h i n k ,  was t h e  
p lan ,  t o  search  it o u t .  Did you hea r  t h a t  come on t h e  r ad io?  

A. No, I was on t h e  company n e t .  

Q- You were on t h e  company only? 

A. Right.  

Q D i d  you hear  any o rde r  passed down on t h e  company 
n e t  not  t o  go i n t o  P i n k v i l l e ?  

A. We moved o u t  a f t e r  t h a t ,  I be l i eve .  
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Q. What? 

A.  We moved out  a f t e r  t h a t ,  I b e l i e v e .  

Q. You d i d n ' t  hea r  any o rde r s  about n o t  going through
t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A.  No. 

Q- Mell,  i n  t h e  meantime, d i d  you h e a r  any f i r i n g  over  
t h e r e  where t h e  1st Platoon was, over t h e r e  by t h a t  br idge?  

(Witness g ives  no response.  ) 

You d i d n ' t  h e a r  i t ?  

(Witness g ives  no response.  ) 

According t o  t h e  testimony w e  have, t h e  mortar 
provided suppor t ing  f i r e s  across  t h a t  b r idge  t h a t  morning. 

A. I c o u l d n ' t  s ay ,  I d o n ' t  know. 

Q Do you remember f i r i n g  a bunch of duds any time? 

A.  Yes, w e  had two o r  t h r e e  one time. I d o n ' t  know 
what day it w a s  o r  anything l i k e  t h a t .  

Q - Do you know EREITENSTEIN? 

A. Yes, r i g h t .  

Q. H e  c a l c u l a t e d  f i v e  rounds, t h r e e  of which were duds. 
Do you know about t h a t ?  

A.  I remember f i r i n g  some rounds. I d o n ' t  know i f  it 
w a s  t h a t  day o r  not ;  I d o n ' t  know s p e c i f i c a l l y  what day it was. 

Q- Did you ever  h e a r  about recon by f i r e  wi th  a mortar?  

A.  Yes. 

Q e  Did you h e a r  t h a t  term app l i ed  t o  this f i r i n g  
t h a t  day? 
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A .  I d o n ' t  know t h a t  w e  f i r e d  them. I d o n ' t  know 
i f  we d i d  o r  no t .  

Q. There w a s  a  bunch of  VC k i l l e d  over  t h e r e ,  re-
por ted  k i l l e d  t h a t  morning. Do you remember C Company 
coming i n ,  . l aage r ing  wi th  C Company t h a t  n i g h t ?  Do you 
remember them coming i n  t h a t  af ternoon? 

A. 	 I t  seemed l i k e  it, yeah. 

Q. Moving i n t o  t h e  same n i g h t  de fens ive  p o s i t i o n  you 
were i n ?  

A. 	 Right ,  I remember. I remember t h a t .  

Q. 	 Did you s e e  any ARVN t roops  with them? 

A. 	 I d o n ' t  know, I d o n ' t  remember t h a t .  

Q. 	 I n t e r p r e t e r s ?  

A. Yeah, it seemed l i k e  they had i n t e r p r e t e r s .  


Q - How about M I ;  d i d  you s e e  any M I  people wi th  them? 


A. 	 I d o n ' t  know. 

a .  	 ,,dn: sny th ing  wi~usuzilh a ~ ~ e n  n i g h t  +&at yoil +L-+ 	 can 
r e c a l l ?  

A. 	 Not t h a t  n i g h t ,  no. 

(LTC NOLL e n t e r e d  t h e  hear ing  room,) 

Q- Do you recognize any of  those  Vietnamese ( r e f e r -
r i n g  t o  Exh ib i t  P-18) ? 

A. 	 That one here.  

Q. 	 The second one from t h e  r i g h t ,  f a c i n g  t h e  camera. 

A. Yeah. 

9- When d i d  you s e e  him? 
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A. I d o n ' t  know, searching  him o r  something. 

Q- What? 

A. I d o n ' t  know. There ' s  HUFFMAN. I guess it was 

o u t  the re .  


Q. Do you know where t h a t  i s ?  

A. My Lai?  Is t h a t  when we joined up wi th  C Company? 

Q. I d o n ' t  know. 

A. I d o n ' t  know e i t h e r .  

Q. These de ta inees  on P-18 a r e  being guarded by a mem-
b e r  of t h e  mortar p la toon,  weapons platoon.  Do you know 
where they came from? 

(MR WALSH en te red  t h e  hea r ing  room.) 

(Witness g ives  no response.  ) 

P-19, do you recognize anybody i n  t h e r e ?  

A. No. 

Q. P-20? 

A. No. 

Q. P-21? 

A. I ' v e  never  seen .any of  them. 

A. I know t h a t  guy. 

Q. Which one? 

A. This one r i g h t  here .  


Q- The one i n  t h e  c e n t e r  f ac ing  t h e  camera. 
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A. 	 Right.  

Q. 	 What do you remember? 

He 's a--I mean ques t ioning  somebody. 

I n t e r r o g a t o r ?  

A. Yeah, something l i k e  t h a t ,  and t h a t  l i t t l e  guy 
with him. 

Q. 	 Who's t h e  fe l low with him, do you know? 

A. 	 I d o n ' t  know. 

Q- Do you remember see ing  him with him t h a t  day? 


A, I d o n ' t  know what day it was. 


Q- Do you remember see ing  t h a t  o l d  man? 


A. 	 No. 

Q. id you ever  s e e  e i t h e r  on of  those  two Vietnamese 
s o l d i e r s  (Photo P-66) ? 

A. 	 No, they a l l  look a l i k e .  

Did you ever  s e e  those  p r i soners?  

Right.  

Where? 

When we laagered  wi th  C Company. 

C Company? 

Right,  they had them, I be l i eve .  

Q. 	 Was t h a t  i n  t h e  l a a g e r  a r e a ,  i n s i d e  t h e  l a a g e r  a rea?  

A. 	 Right. 
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Q Where d id  they  come from? 

A. I d o n ' t  know. 

a .  Did they  come from C Company o r  d i d  B Company pick 
them up? 

A. I r e a l l y  d o n ' t  know. I know they  kep t  them over-
n i g h t .  

Q. They d i d  s t a y  t h e r e  a l l  n i g h t ?  

A. Right.  I guarded them f o r  a while .  

Q. Did you? Was t h i s  i n  t h e  mortar p la toon a r e a ,  o r  
was it somewhere up by t h e  company CP? 

A. J u s t  i n s i d e  t h e  pe r ime te r ,  r i g h t  about  i n  t h e  middle. 

Q. I f  they had you guarding them, was it c l o s e  t o  t h e  
mortar p la toon a r e a ,  o r  were you j u s t  ca l l ed - on t o  guard them 
from t h e  CP? 

A.  They j u s t  c a l l e d  on m e  t o  guard them. 

Q. How long d i d  you have t o  guard them? 

Two hours ,  maybe t h r e e  hours .  

And t h a t  was a f t e r  dark? 

Right.  

Q. How about t h i s  l p c a t i o n  he re  i n  P-208--I'm s o r r y ,
P-209. Do you know where t h a t  l o c a t i o n  i s ?  

A. Same place .  

Q. Is t h a t  r i g h t  by t h e s e  p r i s o n e r s ?  

A. Right ,  yes ,  s i r .  T h a t ' s  where they  s t ayed ,  i n s i d e  
t h e r e ,  t h e  CP I t h i n k  it is .  

Q - Is t h a t  where t h e  CP was? 
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A. Yes. The p r i soners  were r i g h t  o u t  he re .  

Q. They were r i g h t  o u t  i n  f r o n t  of t h i s .  What's 
t h a t ,  some k ind  of bu i ld ing .  I t ' s  hard  t o  see .  

A. . I t ' s  j u s t  l i k e  an o l d  cemetery ground, a b r i c k  
bu i ld ing  around it ,  a block wa l l .  

Q I s e e .  Did it have a s h e l t e r  over t h e  t o p  of i t ?  

A. No. 

Q Did it have a roof on it3 

A. No. 

Q. ~ u s topen? 

A. Right ,  j u s t  l i k e  a ,  you know, kind of a cemetery 
o r  something. 

Q. Yes. Do you remember see ing  any of t h e s e  p r i s o n e r s  
o r  any de ta inees  being i n t e r r o g a t e d  t h a t  day? 

A. No. 

Q - You d i d n ' t  s ee  any Vietnamese i n  t h e r e ?  

A. I don1t remember, t h e r e  might have been. I mean, 
I d i d n ' t  look around f o r  them o r  anything. I d i d n ' t  s e e  any. 

Q. You d i d n ' t  s e e  any u p ' h e r e  with t h e  command group? 

A. No. 

Q. When you were with t h e s e  p r i s o n e r s ,  d i d  you g e t  
up by t h e  company CP be fo re  you went up t o  guard t h e s e  
p r i soners?  

A* No. 

Q That was t h e  f i r s t  time. Did anything unusual 
happen t h a t  n i g h t ,  any f i r i n g ?  
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A. ' ,  Not t h a t  n i g h t ,  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e .  

Q Did you hear  anything about anywhere from two 
t o  e i g h t  VC suspec t s  beixg s h o t  t h a t  n i g h t  o r  t h a t  day? 

A. No. 

Q About any of them g e t t i n g  t h e i r  f i n g e r s  c u t  o f f ?  

A. No. 

Q. You d i d n ' t  s e e  any s t r a n g e r s  i n  t h e r e  t h a t  day 
come i n  on a h e l i c o p t e r ?  

A. Not t h a t  I remember, no. 

Q =  Okay. The next  morning t h e  company moved o u t  
and went down toward t h e  b r idge .  TAYLOR was down t h e r e  and 
got  wounded. I d o n ' t  know whether he  s tepped on a mine, o r  
was messing around with it and it went o f f  on him. Were 
you anywhere near  t h e r e  when t h i s  happened? 

A. No, sir ,  behind him. 

Q And you d o n ' t  remember mortar f i r e ?  You don' t - -
w e l l ,  d i d  you h e a r  t h e  f i r i n g ,  an explosion? 

A. Yeah. 

Q You heard t h e  e x p l ~ s i ~ n .Did you h e a r  small  
arms f i r e  a f t e r  t h e  explosion? 

A. No. 

Q- Did you s e e  any gunships? 

A. I don 't remember. 

Q - When d i d  you move ac ross  t h e  br idge?  Do you re-
member what t i m e  it was? 

A. No, sir.  

Q Do you remember going ac ross  t h e  br idge?  
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A. Yes, sir. 

Q Do you remember see ing  TAYLOR? 

A. I d i d n ' t  s e e  him. They evacuated him o u t  be fo re  
we got  the re .  

Q. H e  had a l r eady  gone? 

A. Right ,  s i r .  

Q Do you know whether t h e  weapons platoon was t h e  
l a s t  platoon t o  go ac ross  t h e  br idge?  

I d o n ' t  know, I c a n ' t  remember. 

Q - Could you s e e  anything going on over  on t h e  
o t h e r  s i d e  when you were cross ing?  

Q Was any burning going on; was t h e  v i l l a g e  burning? 

A. I t  was k ind  of q u i e t .  

Q. When you go t  over  t h e r e ,  d i d  you s e e  any bodies? 

A. No. 

Q. Did you see any a r e a s  marked f o r  mines, t i s s u e  
paper marking t h e  ground? 

A. It  seems l i k e  when TAYLOR h i t  t h a t  one,  t h e r e  
was some t i s s u e  paper on it. Somebody s a i d  something about 
t h a t ;  b u t  I d o n ' t  know. 

Q. Somebody s a i d  it was around t h e r e  when he h i t  i t ?  

A. Yeah, b u t  I d o n ' t  know. I j u s t  heard,  hearsay.  

Q.  A t  t h a t  t ime d id  you s e e  any personnel t h a t  were 
no t  a p a r t  of B Company? 

A. No, sir. 
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Q. Did you s e e  a  h e l i c o p t e r  come i n  over  t h e r e ,  
s h o r t l y  a f t e r  you a r r i v e d  o r  l a t e r  on t h a t  day? 

A. Not tha t '  I r e c a l l .  

Q. What happened when you got  on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e ,  
anything i n  p a r t i c u l a r ?  

A. We s e t  up a  per imeter  and s a t  t h e r e  f o r  a  
while .  

Q - How long d i d  you s t a y  t h e r e ?  Do you remember? 

A. I d o n ' t  know. I remember--it seemed l i k e  Lieu- 
t e n a n t  MUNDY came o u t  t h e r e  o r  something. I remember t h a t .  
I d o n ' t  know i f  he  d i d ,  I d o n ' t  know. 

Q. Did he  s t a y  wi th  you t h e r e ,  o r  d i d  h e  j u s t  land 
t h e r e  and t a k e  o f f ?  

A. I t h i n k  he s t ayed  wi th  us f o r  a  while .  I d o n ' t  
remember. 

Q He d id?  

A. I t h i n k  he did.  I d o n ' t  know. 

Q. Was Lieutenant  LEWIS wi th  him? 

LEWIS, r i g h t ,  t h a t  's r i g h t .  

Q = Lieutenant  LEWIS was with him? 

A. Right ,  new pla toon l e a d e r  of  t h e  3d Platoon.  

Q- Do you remember anything e l s e  coming i n  wi th  t h a t  
h e l i c o p t e r  they were on? Was anybody e l s e  with them? 

A. J u s t  Lieutenant  MUNDY and Lieutenant  LEWIS i s  a l l .  

Q - . Do you remember see ing  a .photographer  with them, 
a S t a r s  and S t r i p e s  photographer,  with a  s o f t  h a t ,  and a  MACV 
patch on? 
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A. I ' v e  seen him b e f o r e ,  bu t  I d o n ' t  know i f  i t ' s  t h a t  
day. 

Q You don 't remember? 

(Witness g ives  no response.)  

Do you remember what happened t h e  r e s t  of  t h e  
day and t h a t  n igh t?  

A. We j u s t  l aagered  i n  someplace on up t h e  road. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  whether you were with t h e  company 
o r  no t  when you laagered  t h a t  n igh t?  

A, Yeah, I was wi th  t h e  company. I remember t h a t .  

Q. Where? Well, you w e r e  with t h e  3d Platoon t h a t  
n i g h t .  

A. Next t o  them, because I remember MILUS was r i g h t  
n e x t  t o  us. 

Q - MILUS? 

A, Y e s ,  he  found a r a d i o ,  and w e  were p laying  it. 

Q. That n igh t?  

A, Right.  

Q. And you were wi th  MILUS t h a t  n igh t?  

A. Not wi th  h.im, b u t  they  was c l o s e  by. 

Q. And he  found what? 

A. A r a d i o ,  you know, some "dink" radio .  

Q Did he keep it o r  t u r n  it over t o  anybody? 

A. I t  was j u s t ,  you know, a l i t t l e  t r a n s i s t o r  r ad io  
t o  p lay .  
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MR WALSH: When you l inked  up with t h e  rest of t h e  company, 
d i d  you t a l k  t o  anybody from t h e  1st Platoon? 

A. Not t h a t  I r e c a l l .  

Q. Do you remember hear ing  anything about  t h e i r  
a c t i o n s  t h e  day before?  

A. No, sir .  

Q.  Do you remember i f  t h e  company burned t h e  hootches 
on t h e  f i r s t  day? 

A. I d o n ' t  know f o r  s u r e .  

Q Do you remember on t h e  second day i f  you saw 
any of t h e  hootches burning when you moved down? 

A. Some o f  them burning. 

Q. A l o t  o f  them? 

A. J u s t  a few, I guess. I d o n ' t  know, some o f  them 
were smoking. 

Q D i d  you know t h a t  t h e  1st Platoon had k i l l e d  a l o t  
of people on t h e  f i r s t  day ac ross  t h a t  br idge?  

A. No. 

Q - You never heard t h a t ?  

A. No. 

Q. Do you t h i n k  you w e r e  nea r  M I L U S  t h a t  n i g h t  when he  
had t h e  radio?  

A. Yeah, we laagered  i n  together .  

Q. Did you hea r  anybody t a l k i n g  about MILUS shoot ing  
up t h i s  v i l l a g e  t h e  day before? 

A. No. 
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Q How about blowing bunkers? Did you h e a r  any7
t h i n g  about t h e  1st Platoon blowing bunkers with people 
i n  them? 

A. No. 

Q. Do you remember i f  t h e r e  was much f i r i n g  o r  any-
t h i n g  going on t h e  second day when you moved down t o  jo in  
t h e  r e s t  of  t h e  company? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember offhand. 

4- Nothing s t i c k s  i n  your mind about t h e  day a t  
a l l  a s  very unusual? 

A. A l l  days were t h e  same. 

Q - Can you remember t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  coming i n  t h a t  
brought Lieutenant  LEWIS and Lieutenant  MUNDY? 

A. Right. 

Q. Did it set  down r i g h t  near  your per imeter?  

A. Right. 

Q. Were you i n  t h e  CP group a t  t h e  time t h a t  he  
came i n ?  

A. I was j u s t  t h e r e .  I saw him g e t  o f f  t h e  he l -
i c o p t e r .  

Q. You d o n ' t  remember who was around t h e r e ?  

A. - No. TREGARTHEN was w i t h  me.  

COL WILSON: Do you remember moving t h e  next  day up t h e r e  t o  
t h i s  b ig  v i l l a g e  where a whole bunch of people were. round-
ed up? This  would have been t h e  morning of t h e  n i g h t  MILUS 
was k i l l e d .  

A.  Right. 

Q. You were moving up t h e  coas t?  
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A. Right. 

Q. What d i d  your platoon do whi le  t h a t  whole v i l l a g e  
up t h e r e  was being searched ou t?  

A. J u s t  kind of s e t  up a per imeter  around t h e  CP group. 

Q. You s tayed  with t h e  CP group? 

A. Right. 

Q. Were you t h e r e  when t h e s e  people were s e n t  back 
down t o  MEDCAP? Did you s e e  a medical team come i n  t h e r e ?  

A. Yeah. I wasn ' t  around t h e r e ,  b u t  I heard about it. 

Q. I was wondering i f  t h i s  was c l o s e  t o  t h e  CP group. 

A. I c o u l d n ' t  t e l l  you. I wandered around t h e r e .  

Q. Did you s e e  any Vietnamese, ARVN, i n  t h e r e  t h a t  
n igh t?  

A. Right. 

Q How many were t h e r e ?  

A. I don 't know offhand. 

Q- Did you s e e  any M I  people i n  t h e r e  with them? 

A. N o ,  sir.  

Q. Did you s e e  any i n t e r r o g a t i o n s  going on t h a t  day? 

A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  

Q Do you remember any a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  coming i n  t h e r e  
t h a t  a f te rnoon,  marking rounds? 

A. There might have been. 

Q D i d  you s e e  a women brought i n  with a wounded l e g ,  
and dusted-of f ?  
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A. No. 

Q. Do you remember p i c k i n g  up any V C ' s  t h a t  day,  VC 
s u s p e c t s ,  o u t  t h e r e  on t h e  beach o r  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e s ?  

A. No. 

Q- Do you remember one g e t t i n g  away? 

A. No. 

Q P-215. Have you e v e r  s een  t h a t  boy? 

A. Right .  

Q Where d i d -you see him? 

A. I b e l i e v e  i t ' s  t h e  same one,  I d o n ' t  know. They 
cap tured  him o r  Capta in  MICHLES d i d  o r  something. H e  w a s  
going t o  show us where some weapons and s t u f f  were i n  t h i s  
t unne l .  

Where weapons and s t u f f  w e r e  i n  t h e  t u n n e l s .  

Right .  I t h i n k  i t ' s  t h e  same guy. I d o n ' t  know. 

Q.  Well,  d i d  you g e t  him on t h e  1 8 t h  o r  t h e  morning
of  t h e  1 9 t h  o r  when? 

A. I d o n ' t  know i f  i t ' s  t h e  same guy o r  n o t .  

Q.  CONGLETON s a i d  t h i s  i s  t h e  one t h a t  escaped.  

A.  I f  t h i s  i s  t h e  one t h a t  escaped,  t hen  h e ' s  t h e  
one t h a t  went down t h e  t u n n e l  w i th  us then .  

Q. Did you go down t h e  t u n n e l  w i th  him? 

A. I went down, b u t  it w a s n ' t  w i th  him. 

Q - What was i n  t h e  t u n n e l ?  

A. Nothing. 
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Q. J u s t  a tunnel?  

A. J u s t  a  tunne l ,  t i n  cans.  

Q - Was t h i s  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  o r  was t h i s  o u t s i d e  of 
t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Outside,  j u s t  a l i t t l e  ways o u t s i d e .  

Q What d i d  he say w a s  i n  t h e r e ?  

A.  He s a i d  it was guns and s t u f f .  

But it wasn ' t?  

A. No. 

Q So he  d i d n ' t  know? 

A. No. 

Q What even tua l ly  happened t o  him? Do you know? 

A. I heard some o t h e r  company captured him, b u t  I 
don ' t know. 

Q Okay. That n i g h t  you go t  mortared,  MILUS g o t  
k i l l e d ,  and you had f o u r  wounded. Did you use any counter-
b a t t e r y  f i r e  on t h e  mor tar ,  t h e  enemy mortar? 

A .  I don 't remember. 

Q. You d o n ' t  remember f i r i n g ?  You d o n ' t  remember t h e  
1st Platoon c a l l i n g  f o r  a r t i l l e r y  f i r e ?  

A. I had my head s tuck  i n  a  ho le .  

Q You d id .  What about t h e  r ad io?  Who was handl ing
t h a t ?  

A- I wasn ' t  worr ied about t h e  r a d i o  a t  t h a t  t ime. 

Q- Well, what about when t h e  f i r i n g  was over? They 

(MILLER) 23 APP T-310 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


d i d n ' t  f i r e  b u t  s i x  rounds.  I mean t h i s  i s  no g r e a t  a r t i l l e r y  
c o n c e n t r a t i o n ,  you know. 

I 

No. 

Q. I mean, h e l l ,  t h a t ' s  something you cou ld  g e t  3 o r  
4 days a week. What about  a f t e r  it was over?  What happened 
a f t e r  t h a t ?  W a s  any c o u n t e r b a t t e r y  f i r e  l a i d  on t h i s  mortar?  

A. I t h i n k  so .  W e  f i r e d  a few rounds,  I t h i n k .  

LTC NOLL: Do you r e c a l l  a change of  i n s t r u c t i o n  w h i l e  you 
were on t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. The one you w a s  t a l k i n g  about a w h i l e  ago when w e  
s t a r t e d  i n ,  t hen  they  t o l d  us t o  move o u t ?  

COL WILSON: Which one? 

A. You know, when w e . s t a r t e d ,  you know, I s a i d  c l e a r  
through P i n k v i l l e  o r  something l i k e  t h a t ,  and they  t o l d  us--

COL WILSON: ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Oh, yes ,  t h i s  ( i n a u d i b l e ) . 
LTC NOLL: Was t h e r e  a change i n  miss ion? I n  o t h e r  words, 
a p p a r e n t l y  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  when you l e f t  on t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  
were t o  d e s t r o y  t h e  hootches ,  which t h e  company a p p a r e n t l y  
d i d  f o r  2 days .  The l a s t  2 days t h e r e  was no bu rn ing ,  t h e r e  
w a s  even a MEDCAP. I w a s  c u r i o u s ,  d i d  you r e c e i v e d  any 
i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  t h i s  e f f e c t .  

A.  I c o u l d n ' t  s ay  f o r  s u r e .  

Q. I ' m  a l s o  r o t  r e a l  s u r e  t h a t  I have it c l e a r  i n  
my mind when t h i s  boy w a s  supposed t o  have t aken  you i n t o  
a t u n n e l .  W a s  it t h e  1 8 t h  b e f o r e  you were mortared,  o r  w a s  
it t h e  morning a f t e r  you w e r e  mortared,  t h e  1 9 t h ?  

A. Thi s  i s  b e f o r e .  

Q =  Then h e  escaped on t h e  18 th?  
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A. I guess ,  I d o n ' t  know what day it was. 

COL WILSON: Do you have any knowledge of  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
o r  inqu i ry  being made on t h i s  opera t ion  while  you were s t i l l  
i n  Vietnam? 

A. No. 

Q - Did you have a camera? 

A. Y e s .  

Q Did you ca r ry  it wi th  you? 

A. Yes. 

Q Do you have any photographs? 

A. J u s t  o f ,  you know, t h e  guys, you know. 

Q. J u s t  people i n  t h e  platoon? 

A. Right. 

Q Did you t ake  any photographs of  t h e s e  a reas?  

A. No. 

Q. Do you have any photographs o f  t h e  Vietnamese 
t h a t  were i n  t h e r e ?  

A. N O ,  sir .  

Q Do you have any o t h e r  documentary evidence which 
might a s s i s t  i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q. Did you ever  hear  any rumors t h a t  c i v i l i a n s  
may have been k i l l e d  unnecessar i ly  by B/4/3 o r  C/1/20 on 
t h e  1 6 t h  of March o r  a t  a l a t e r  d a t e  dur ing  t h e  16th  
through 19th of March? 

A. No. 
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Q Were you e v e r  t o l d  n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  p o s s i b l e  
unnecessary k i l l i n g  o f  c i v i l i a n s  by Task Force  Barker  oq 
t h e  1 6 t h  of  March, 1968? 

A. No. 

Q. Do you know i f  any member of  B/4 /3  used mari juana? 

A. No. 

Q. Do you know i f  t h e r e  were any U.  S . o r  ARVN pe r sonne l
who t o r t u r e d  VC s u s p e c t s  o r  p r i s o n e r s  of  war d u r i n g  t h i s  oper -
a t i o n ?  

A. No. 

Q. Were you o r  anyone you know e v e r  ques t ioned  on t h i s  
o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. NO, sir.  

Q M r .  MILLER, I r e q u e s t  you n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  t h i s  
tes t imony i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  w i t h  o t h e r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  o t h e r  
w i t n e s s e s  f o r  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  excep t  a s  you may be  re-
q u i r e d  t o  do s o  b e f o r e  a competent j u d i c i a l ,  l e g i s l a t i v e ,  o r  
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  body. Do you have any q u e s t i o n s  on t h a t ?  

A. No, s ir .  

COL WILSON: Thank you very  much f o r  coming. You're d i s -
missed. 

The h e a r i n g  w i l l  recess. 

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  1502 hour s ,  3 February 1970.)  
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS : MYERS, Luther C. 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 3 February 1970  

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 1 6  MARCH 1968  : Ammunition b e a r e r ,  81mm 
mortar ,  B/4/3. 

1. PRIOR TRAINING.  I N  THE RULES OF LAND WARFARE. 

MYERS had no t r a i n i n g  concerning i l l e g a l  o rde r s  
(pg. 2 )  

2.  PREOPERATIONAL PLANS AND BRIEFINGS. 

H e  was t o l d  about t h e  opera t ion  by S t a f f  Sergeant  VANN, 
h i s  platoon l e a d e r ,  bu t  he could n o t  remember what was s a i d  
(pg. 3 ) .  MYERS d i d  no t  remember VANN say ing  how long t h e  
opera t ion  was going t o  las t  (pg. 3 ) .  H e  r e c a l l e d  nothing 
being s a i d  about t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  l i v e s t o c k ,  food s u p p l i e s ,  
o r  hootches (pg. 4 ) .  They were t o l d  t o  expect  a b a t t a l i o n  
of  VC i n  t h e  a r e a  (pg. 4 ) .  No i n s t r u c t i o n s  were given con-
cern ing  t h e  people who l i v e d  i n  t h e  a r e a  (pg. 5)  . A s  f a r  
a s  he was concerned t h i s  opera t ion  was t o  be l i k e  any o t h e r  
(pgs. 5, 6 ) .  

3. THE COMBAT ASSAULT. 

a. Actions on t h e  16th .  

The wi tness  a r r i v e d  on t h e  second l i f t  and thought 
t h a t  they rece ived  ground f i r e  a s  they came i n  (pg. 6 ) .  There 
was no f i r e  once they landed (pg. 6 )  . Gunships covered them 
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as  they came i n  (pg. 6)  . The gunships were f i r i n g  (pg. 7).. 
No one f i r e d  t h e i r  weapons on g e t t i n g  o u t  of t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  
(pg. 6 ) .  He saw Lieutenant  COCHRAN g e t  evacuated,  bu t  he 
heard of no change o f  o rde r s  r e s u l t i n g  from t h e  mine c a s u a l t i e s  
(pg. 7 ) .  He d i d  n o t  r e c o l l e c t  t h e  mortar f i r i n g  i n  suppor t  
of t h e  f i r s t  p la toon which was across  t h e  br idge  (pg. 8) . 
He r e c a l l e d  l i n k i n g  up with C Company t h a t  n i g h t  and 
remembered National  P o l i c e  be ing  w i t h  them (pg. 8 ) .  While he 
heard t h a t  t h e  Nat ional  Po l i ce  quest ioned d e t a i n e e s ,  he d i d  
no t  hear  of t h e  PW's be ing  mis t rea ted  i n  any way (pgs .  9 ,  1 2 )  . 
He heard f i r i n g  o u t s i d e  t h e  per imeter  t h a t  n i g h t  (pg. 9 ) .  
No mortar rounds were f i r e d  (pgi 1 0 ) .  

b. ~ c t i o n son t h e  17th.  

MYERS was with t h e  command group when TAYLOR 
was wounded (pg. 1 2 )  . He r e c a l l e d  c ross ing  a  b r idge ,  
b u t  he d i d  n o t  remember any smal l  arms f i r e  o r  gunship 
f i r e  (pg. 1 2 )  . The mortar was s e t  up (pg. 13)  . They 
then went through s e v e r a l  v i l l a g e s  which appeared t o  
have been burned (pg. 1 3 ) .  his took p lace  i n l a n d  (pgs. 1 4 ,  

c .  Actions on t h e  18th.  

He saw medics c a r e  f o r  Vietnamese i n  a v i l l a g e ,  
bu t  he d i d  n o t  remember a woman brought i n t o  t h e  l a a g e r  area 'U., 
with a s h o t  up l e g  (pg. 1 5 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  s e e  any i n t e r r o g a t i o n s  

4 

(pg. 1 6 ) .  A f t e r  they were i n  t h e  l a a g e r  p o s i t i o n  a r t i l l e r y  
marker rounds were f i r e d  (pg. 1 6 ) .  They were h i t  wi th  mortar  
f i r e  t h a t  n igh t  and they c o u n t e r f i r e d  with t h e i r  own mortar  
(pgs. 16,  1 7 ) .  A r t i l l e r y  f i r e  and gunships Came i n  l a t e r  
(pg. 1 7 ) .  The wi tness  l e f t  t h e  f i e l d  with MILUS' dus to f f  
h e l i c o p t e r  t h e  next  morning (pg. 18)  . 

d. Knowledge o f  unnecessary k i l l i n g .  

Af te r  jo in ing  up wi th  t h e  f i r s t  p la toon fol lowing 
the  f i r s t  day ' s  ope ra t ion  he heard s t o r i e s  about women and 
ch i ld ren  being k i l l e d ,  e s p e c i a l l y  by t h e  p o i n t  team a f t e r  
they had crossed  t h e  br idge  on t h e  16th  (pgs . 18,  1 9 )  . H e  
d i d  no t  hea r  about k i l l i n g  by anyone o t h e r  than  t h e  p o i n t  
team (pg. 2 0 ) .  The p o i n t  team had f i r e d  i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  
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and had k i l l e d  "every th ing  t h a t  moved" (pg. 2 0 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  
h e a r  about  people  being k i l l e d  as they  came o u t  o f  bunkers 
(pg. 2 0 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  h e a r  how many were k i l l e d  (pg. 2 1 ) .  

H e  knew no th ing  about HOOTON s h o o t i n g  a. mother and baby 
wi th  a . 45  (pg. 2 1 ) .  

A .  INQUIRIES AFTER THE ASSAULT. 

H e  had no knowledge o f  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  be ing  made 
of  t h i s  i n c i d e n t  (pg. 2 1 ) .  H e  knew o f  no one who w a s  
ques t ioned  about  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  (pg. 2 1 ) .  H e  h e a r d  no 
rumors about  C Company k i l l i n g  c i v i l i a n s  u n n e c e s s a r i l y  
(pg. 2 1 ) .  H e  w a s  never  t o l d  t o  keep q u i e t  about  it 
(pg. 22) 

5. OTHER INFORMATION. 

a. While mar i juana  w a s  used ,  it w a s  n o t  smoked on 
o p e r a t i o n s  (pg. 22) . 

b. H e  had no knowledge of Vietnamese s u s p e c t s  being 
t o r t u r e d  by U,;S. o r  ARVN personne l  (pg. 23) . 
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EXHIBITS 

EXHIBIT d 

NUMBER DESCRIPTION NOTES -_ 
PAGES 

W i t  i d e n t i f i e d  a s
I M i  s c e l l a n r o u s  'scene Vietnamese from t h e  10 
, 	 v i l l a g e s .  They -

were n o t  b rought  t o  
t h e  l a a g e r  s i t e  

I by c company. I 
1 I d e n t i f i e d  MARSHALIl 

Miscel laneous Scene and HONICUTT. 10 
. - I d e n t i f i e d  as 

M i  s c e l l a n e o u s  Scene persons  from f i r s t  1 0  
p l a toon .  

Captain  from -: 

-	 Miscel laneous Scene b a t t a l i o n  and . 1 0 , l l  
i n t e r p r e t e r .  

I 	 I I 
I W i t  d i d  n o t  r e -

P-23 Miscel laneous Scene cognize  anyone. 11 
W i t  d i d  n o t  re-. 

P-66 Miscel laneous Scene cognize  anyone. 11 
Detainees  s e n t  t o  

P-20 8 Misce l laneoas  Scene r e a r .  11 

I 

(MYERS) 	 SUM APP T-312 


FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 




FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

(The hear ing  reconvened a t  1728 hours ,  3 February 

COL WTLSON: Th2s hear ing  w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  

RCDR : The following named persons a r e  p resen t :  COL WILSON, 
MR WALSH, LTC NOLL, and MAJ THOMAS. 

The next  wi tness  is  M r .  Luther C .  MYERS. 

(MR MYERS was c a l l e d  as a wi tness ,  w a s  sworn, and 
t e s t i f  l e d  as  fol lows :1 

Please  s t a t e  your f u l l  name, occupation and r e s i -
dence? 

A. My name is  Luther C .  MYERS. I ' m  from P i t t sburgh ,  
Pennsylvania,  My occupation is a loader  on a Watson p r e s s .  

Q. Did you have an oppor tuni ty  t o  read  t h e  information 
s h e e t  t h a t  w e  gave, Exhib i t  M-81? 

A. I r ead  It over ,  yes. 

Q. You know t h a t  t h i s  team i s  an in te rv iew team which 
2s p a r t  of t h e  PEERS Inquiry? 

A.  Yes, s3r, I do. 

Q W e  have been des ignated  by General PEERS t o  deve-
lope  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  i n  t h e  opera t ion  t h a t  B/4 /3  conducted dur-
ing  t h e  per iod  1 6  t o  19 March, a i r  and ground opera t ions .  
Therefore we're i n t e r e s t e d  i n  b u i l d i n g  a p i c t u r e  of what hap-
pened i n  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  a rea .  This board is  composed of t h r e e  
people: myself;  M r .  WALSH, who i s  a c i v i l i a n  a t to rney  de-
s ignated  by t h e  Secre tary  of t h e  Army t o  a s s i s t  General PEERS; 
and Lieutenant  Colonel NOLL. Major THOMAS i s  t h e  r ecorde r .  
We have t h e  a u t h o r i t y  t o  ques t ion  you on behalf  of General 
PEERS. W e  w i l l  go through a sequence of ques t ions  he re  and 
t r y  t o  g e t  you ou t  of h e r e  t o n i g h t ,  s o  t h a t  you can g e t  back. 
Have you d iscussed  t h i s  opera t ion  w i f i  anyone s i n c e  you r e -
turned from Vietnam, anyone i n  your u n i t ?  

L 
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A. No. 

Q What was your assignment i n  B/4/3 on t h e  16th  of 
March? 

A. I was an ammunition b e a r e r  f o r  an 81mm mortar. 

Q How many squads d i d  they have i n  t h e  platoon dur ing
t h a t  time? 

A. Three squads. 

Q- Three squads? 

A. W e l l ,  t h e r e  was only one squad c a r r y i n g  t h e  gun. 
The o t h e r  two squads were ca r ry ing  t h e  ammo. 

Q. How many men were i n  t h e  platoon then?  

Oh gosh, roughly 20 ,  25 a t  t h e  most. 

Q Roughly 20 t o  25? 

A. Roughly, yes .  

Q. Do you k n ~ wt h e  pe r iod  we ' r e  t a l k i n g  about ,  16 March? 

A. Yes. This was t h e  t ime when Lieutenant  COCHRAN and 
MILUS g o t  k i l l e d .  

Q. Okay. You're r i g h t  on it. I want t o  ask you
something about t r a i n i n g .  Did you have, a t  any t ime i n  your 
t r a i n i n g  a t  a m i l i t a r y  j u s t i c e  c l a s s  o r  a Geneva Convention 
c l a s s ,  anybody desc r ibe  o rde r s  on the  b a s i s  of  l e g a l  o rde r s  
versus i l l e g a l  o rde r s?  Did t h i s  ever  come up i n  any of your 
t r a i n i n g ?  

A .  I don1t b e l i e v e  so .  

Q Before we go i n t o  t h e  opera t ion  i t s e l f  I ' d  l i k e  t o  
know what you were t o l d  a t  f i r e  base Uptight t h e  day be fo re  
t h e  opera t ion .  I n  o t h e r  words, what were you t o l d  was going 
t o  happen and who t o l d  you? 
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A. I was t o l d  by t h e  p la toon l eader  about t h e  o p e r a t i o n ,  
b u t  I d o n ' t  q u i t e  remember e x a c t l y  what he s a i d  i o  me. 

Q Who was your p la toon l eader?  

A. I t  was S t a f f  Sergeant  VANN. He was t h e  combination 
platoon l e a d e r  and platoon se rgean t  both.  

Q Who was your squad l eader?  

A. That would be Spec 4 HUFFMAN. He was a Spec 4 a t  
t h e  time. 

Q Who descr ibed  what was going t o  happen. Was it 
HUFFMAN o r  VANN? 

A .  Well, I guess t h e  o rde r  was passed down from Ser-
geant  VANN. Spec 4 HUFFMAN passed it on t o  me. 

Q What d i d  he say? 

A. I th ink  he s a i d  it was an opera t ion ,  two companies. 
One company moving through one a r e a  and another  company through 
another  a r e a ,  I be l i eve .  

Q - Okay. 

A. A s  f a r  a s  I can remember. 

Q. Did he say how long t h e  opera t ion  was going on, 
how long you were going t o  be t h e r e ?  

A. No he d idn '  t. 

Q Did he say anything s p e c i a l  about what t h e  mortar 
p la toon was going t o  do, how much ammunition t o  ca r ry?  

A. Well, up u n t i l  t h a t  t ime genera l ly  what we were 
doing were ca r ry ing  one mortar t o  t h e  f i e l d ,  p a r t s  of the  o t h e r  
two squads would be ca r ry ing  t h e  ammunition, and we had t h e  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of CP s e c u r i t y .  
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Q Yes. Was t h e r e  any i n s t r u c t i o n s  given a s  t o ' t h e  
type  of opera t ion  it w a s ,  a s  t o  being a d i f f e r e n t  type  of aper-
a t i o n  from any o t h e r s  t h a t  you had conducted? 

Anything s t a t e d  about burning of houses,  o r  hootches? 

A .  Not t h a t  I remember, no. 

Q Were t h e r e  any i n s t r u c t i o n s  given on t h e  food s tocks?  
What t o  do wi th  food s tocks?  

A. No w e  h a d n ' t  a--

Q - ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )  Livestocks? 

Q- What was t h e  enemy s i t u a t i o n ?  

A. We were t o l d  t o  expect  a p o s s i b l e  b a t t a l i o n  of VC 
i n  t h e  area .  

Q. A b a t t a l i o n ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q. Do you know t h e  name--the nickname of t h e  a r e a  you 
were going i n t o ?  

A. I t  was nicknamed P i n k v i l l e ,  I b e l i e v e .  

Q - * Yes, P i n k v i l l e .  Had you been i n  t h e r e  before?  

A. Me personal ly?  

Q. Y e s .  

A .  No. 

Q - Your u n i t  had though? 

A. The u n i t  had. 
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Q Was t h e r e  any t a l k  about going down t h e r e ?  

A. Before we went on t h e  opera t ion?  

Q Y e s .  Before. 

A .  Well, we were t o l d  t h a t  we were going on an opera-
t i o n ,  b u t  w e  were n o t  t o l d  f o r  s u r e  where it was going t o  be. 

Q =  Was t h i s  your f i r s t  combat a s s a u l t ?  

A. My f i r s t  combat a s s a u l t ,  no. 

a.  When d i d  you j o i n  t h e  u n i t ?  

A. That was back i n  May of 1967. 

Q Then t h e  l a s t  t i m e  t h a t  B Company went down i n t o  
t h i s  a r e a  where were you? 

A. I was 2 miles  south  of Dot t i e  guarding a small  
br idge .  

Q. You were on a b r idge  guard,  br idge  s e c u r i t y ?  

A. A t  t h e  time of t h i s  opera t ion ,  no, p r i o r  t o .  

Q - Yes. 

A. The f i r s t  t ime I--

Q. ( In terpos ing]  The f i r s t  t ime you were on b r idge
s e c u r i t y ?  

A. Right.  

Q Were t h e r e  any s p e c i a l  i n s t r u c t i o n s  given concern-
i n g  the  d i s p o s i t i o n  of t h e  n a t i v e s ,  t h e  people t h a t  l i v e d  i n  
t h i s  a rea .  Anything s a i d  about them? 

A. No. 

Q - J u s t  normal opera t ions?  A s  f a r  as you w e r e  concerned 
t h i s  was a normal opera t ion ,  no d i f f e r e n t  from any o the r?  
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A. Right. 

0- Do you know what t h e  platoons of B Company were 
supposed t o  do, l s t ,  2d, and 3d Platoon? 

A. I guess mostly they  were going t o  sweep through 
t h e  area .  

Q. Did you rece ive  any f i r e  p r i o r  t o  landing? 

A. Yes we d i d ,  sir.  

Q Small a r m s  f i r e ?  

A. Small arms. 

Q e  Did you go i n  t h e  f i rs t  l i f t  o r  t h e  second l i f t ?  

A. : Second l i f t .  

Q- Where w a s  t h e  f i r e  coming from? 

A. I t  w a s  coming from t h e  ground, b u t  I cou ldn ' t  t e l l  
from what d i r e c t i o n .  

Q *  Well, when you got  o f f  t h e  a i r c r a f t  w a s  there any
f i r i n g  going on then? 

A. No. 

Q But t h e r e  w a s  whi le  you were coming i n ?  

A. a While we were coming i n ,  yes.  But n o t  a f t e r  we were 
on t h e  ground i f  I ,remember c o r r e c t l y .  

Q Did anybody g e t  o f f  t h e  a i r c r a f t  f i r i n g  h i s  weapon 
t h a t  you know o f ?  

A. Not t h a t ' I  know o f ,  sir. 

Q- Did you s e e  any gunships? 

Yes. They were covering f o r  us as we were going i n .  
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Q. Were they f i r i n g ?  

A, Y e s ,  they  were. 

Q. Now, when you h i t  t h e  landing  zone t h a t  day, t h e  
company moved o u t .  One p la toon went o f f  by i t s e l f .  The 1st  
Platoon moved over  a b r idge  t o  t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of the  r i v e r .  
The r e s t  of t h e  company moved a s h o r t  d i s t a n c e .  You had some 
c a s u a l t i e s .  Lieutenant  COCHRAN was k i l l e d  and four  o t h e r  men 
were wounded. About 45 minutes l a t e r  you had another  group 
of c a s u a l t i e s .  Do you remember see ing  t h e s e  people evacuated? 

A. L ieutenant  COCHRAN and them? 

Q Yes. 

I remember see ing  him evacuated, yes .A. 

Q D o  you remember t h e  a i r c r a f t  t h a t  evacuated him? 
Was it marked wi th  a  xed c ross  o r  not?  

A. I b e l i e v e  it was, sir.  I c a n ' t  say f o r  su re .  

Q e  How f a r  were you from t h e  c a s u a l t i e s  when t h i s  
occurred? How f a r  would you say? 

A. I would say about 100 yards from them. 

Q Did you hear  of anything,  a change i n  orders  o r  any-
t h i n g  a t  t h a t  t i m e  about n o t  going i n t o  P i n k v i l l e  because of 
these  c a s u a l t i e s ?  

A. No. 

Q- W e l l ,  t h e  company moved on up and moved i n t o  a v i l -
l age  the re .  Do you r e c a l l  t h i s ,  a  smal l  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Y e s ,  I th ink  w e  had some medics i n .  I f  I remember 
t h e r e ,  I t h i n k  we some medics f lown i n  and they  t r e a t e d  t h e  
people.  

Q. This  i s  l a t e r .  

A. This  was l a t e r ?  
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Q Y e s .  This day, i f  you r e c a l l ,  you moved i n t o  an 
area .  Then C Company came i n  l a t e r  t h a t  af ternoon.  Remember 
C Company coming i n  from t h e  west and l i n k i n g  up wi th  you and 
going i n t o  a l a a g e r  p o s i t i o n  t h a t  n igh t?  

A. I seem t o  remember t h a t .  

Q. Yes, Now, be fo re  t h a t ,  do you r e c a l l  t h e  mortar 
going i n t o  p o s i t i o n  and f i r i n g  i n  support  of t h e  1st  Platoon 
c ross ing  t h a t  br idge?  This  would have been sometime t h a t  
morning? 

A. No, I c a n ' t  remember t h a t .  

Q You d o n ' t  remember t h a t ?  

A. No. 

Q Did you r e c a l l  having your mortar rounds a l l  day 
and never us ing  them? Did you ca r ry  them - a l l  day t h a t  day? 

A. Y e s ,  we c a r r i e d  them a l l  t h a t  day. 

Q You do remember C Company coming i n  t h a t  a f te rnoon 
and l i n k i n g  up? 

A. Y e s .  

Q D o  you remember any ARVN s o l d i e r s  be ing  with them,. 
o r  Nat ional  P o l i c e ?  

A. There was some National  Po l i ce  with them. 

Q Did you see some National  Po l i ce ,  do you remember 
how many ? 

A. Two. 

Q. Were they accompanied by an American t h a t  wasn ' t  
from B Company? 

A. I c a n ' t  remember t h a t ,  s ir .  
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Q. Did you s e e  t h e  Na t iona l  P o l i c e  i n t e r r o g a t e  any 
people  t h a t  day? 

A. I know they  were i n t e r r o g a t i n g  people ,  b u t  I d i d n ' t  
see them. 

Q How do  you know they  w e r e  i n t e r r o g a t i n g  them? 

A. I t  w a s  t o l d  t o  me by o t h e r  men i n  t h e  company. 

Q What d i d  he  t e l l  you? 

A. Tha t  t h e y  were i n t e r r o g a t i n g  them and ask ing  where 
t h e  VC were and--

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Th i s  w a s  t h e  q u e s t i o n  they  w e r e  ask-
i n g  t h e  d e t a i n e e s ?  Did you h e a r  o f  them m i s t r e a t i n g  them? 

A. No. 

0 Did you h e a r  o f  them s h o o t i n g  them? 

A. No. 

Q. C u t t i n g  o f f  t h e i r  f i n g e r s ?  

A. No. 

Q. Anything l i k c  at going on? 

A. No. 

Q Did you h e a r  any f i r i n g  i n  t h e  a r e a  d a t  n i g h t ,  
l a t e  t h a t  even ing?  

A. L a t e  t h a t  evening,  yes .  

Q - Was if f i r i n g  i n s i d e  o f  t h e  p e r i m e t e r  o r  o u t s i d e ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  o u t s i d e .  I t  w a s  h a r d  t o  t e l l .  

Q There  was f i r i n g ?  Did you f i r e  any mor ta r  rounds 
t h a t  n i g h t ?  
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A. That I' remember, no. 

Q Did you t a l k  t o  any of the  people t h a t  came i n  from 
C Company? 

Q. Did you s e e  any of those  Vietnamese ( i n d i c a t i n g  on 
Exh ib i t  P-18) ? 

A. Yes, I remember those .  

Q. Do you know where they came from? 

A. I b e l i e v e  they w e r e  from t h e  l o c a l  v i l l a g e .  

Q P-18. They were from t h e  v i l l a g e .  They d i d n ' t  
come i n  wi th  C Company? 

A. No, I b e l i e v e  not .  

Q. Do you recognize any of them, any of them i n  p a r t i -
c u l a r  you remember? 

P-20. That is  your squad l e a d e r  i n  t h e r e ,  i s n ' t  i t ?  

A ,  That s a-- that  's Sergeant  P.nARSHALL t h e r e .  

Q Who i s  this man h e r e  bending over ,  do you know? 

A. Oh, t h a t ' s  the--what's h i s  name? He was the  a r t i l -
l e r y  FO. I d o n ' t  remember h i s  name, though. I c a n ' t  pu t  my 
f i n g e r  on it. 

Q HONEYCUTT? 

A. Y e s .  

A. That might be some of t h e  guys from t h e  1st Platoon. 

A. I b e l i e v e  t h i s  h e r e  was one of t h e i r  cap ta ins  from 
b a t t a l i o n .  
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Q You th ink  t h e  man looking toward the  camera i n  t h e  
c e n t e r  is  from bat tal ion: .  

A. B a t t a l i o n ,  yes ,  s ir ,  and t h i s  i s  an i n t e r p r e t e r .  

Q The one on t h e  l e f t  i s  t h e  i n t e r p r e t e r ?  

A. Yes. 

Q Okay. He's a m i l i t a r y  i n t e l l i g e n c e  o f f i c e r .  Do 
you recognize any of those  Vietnamese i n  P-23? 

A. No. 

Q Do you recognize those  two Vietnamese s o l d i e r s ?  
P-6 6. 
A. No, I d o n ' t .  

Did you ever  s e e  t h e s e  p r i s o n e r s  i n  P-208? 

A. Ah ,  l e t s  see.  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  was the--we put  them 
on h e l i c o p t e r s  and s e n t  them back t o  b a t t a l i o n .  

Q Was t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  day o r  t h e  next  day? 

A. Ah, I--

Q • ( In te rpos ing)  Did they s t a y  ou t  t h e r e  t h a t  n i g h t  
o r  d i d  . they go back t o  t h e  f i r e  base  t h a t  n i g h t ?  

A. They went back t h e  next  day. 

Q =  Okay. Mortar p la toon had t o  guard them? 

A. Right.  

Q Okay. Nothing unusual happened t h a t  n igh t  t h a t  you 
can r e c a l l ?  

A. I n  t h i s  a r e a  here?  

Q Yes. 
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A. No, noth ing  t h a t  I remember. 

Q - No mistreatment  of p r i soners  by i n t e r r o g a t o r s  and 
t h i s  s o r t  of t h i n g ?  

A. Not t h a t  I remember, no. 

Q. The next  day the company s t a r t e d  moving toward t h e  
south China Sea. The 1st Platoon was across .  This f i r e  f i g h t  
where TAYLOR h i t  a mine? 

.b 

A. Y e s .  

Q - And was wounded, do you recall--were you aware of 
t h i s ,  d i d  you s e e  t h i s ,  were you up c l o s e  enough s o  t h a t  you 
could see what was happening? 

A. No. I was w i t h  t h e  CP s e c u r i t y  and t h e  mortar pla-
toon back a ways i n  l i n e .  

Q. Yes. Okay, d i d  you h e a r  any s p e c i a l  i n s t r u c t i o n s  
be ing  given ou t  o r  anything going on on t h e  r a d i o ?  

A. No. I w a s  a d i s t a n c e  away from t h e  rad io .  

Q. Too far? D o  you r e c a l l  moving forward l a t e r  and 
c ross ing  t h a t  br idge?  

A. I remember c ross ing  a b r idge  t h a t  day,  yes. 

Q. Any f i r i n g  going on when you crossed? 

A. - Not t h e  moment I crossed.  

Q- Was any f i r i n g  going on be fo re  you crossed? 

A. There might have been. 

Q- Did you s e e  some gunships come i n ?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember any gunships. 

Q Did you g e t  a chance t o  move around much when you 
got  across  t h e  b r idge  t o  s e e  anything over t h e r e ?  
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A. No. W e  were placed dovin i n  p o s i t i o n .  

Q You must have s e t  t h e  mortar up then? The mortar 
went i n t o  p o s i t i o n ?  

A. I f  I remember r i g h t ,  sir.  

Q Yes. Did you a l l  s t a y  around t h e r e  p r e t t y  c l o s e  
t h a t  day ac ross  t h e  br idge?  

(Witness makes no response.  1 

You remember t h e  company moving o f f  and going south?  

A. No, I d o n ' t .  

Q Do you remember moving o f f  and going south and join-
i n g  them down i n  t h e  l a a g e r  a r e a  l a t e r  t h a t  day--going through 
a v i l l a g e ?  You might have gone through a couple of v i l l a g e s  
t o  g e t  down t h e r e ?  

A. We went through a couple of v i l l a g e s .  

Q Did you n o t i c e  anything ~ n u s u a labout those v i l l -
ages,  d i d  you s e e  any bodies? 

A. No, I didn't. 

Q New graves ? 

I c a n ' t  remember any. 

Q Did t h e s e  v i l l a g e s  appear t o  be f r e s h l y  burned? 

A. They might have been, yes .  

Q While i n  t h e r e  that n i g h t ,  do you r e c a l l  a h e l i -
cop te r  coming i n  and b r ing ing  some resupply ,  h o t  chow? 

A. Oh, yeah. That chopper d i d  come i n  t h a t  n igh t  t o  
b r i n g  h o t  chow. 

Q Did you s e e  them b r i n g  i n  any people? Anybody t h a t  
wasn ' t  p a r t  of B Company? 

13 
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No, I d i d n ' t .  

Q- Did you n o t i c e  any s t r a n g e r s  around t h e  company
t h a t  day when you joined them l a t e r ?  

A. Outside maybe t h e  i n t e r p r e t e r ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any. 

Q- When you were up t h e r e  by t h e  b r idge  d i d  you see 
a h e l i c o p t e r  come i n  wi th  some people on it and g e t  o f f  and 
jo in  t h e  company? 

A. What day was t h i s ,  s i r ?  

Q This  was t h e  second day, a f t e r  you crossed  t h e  
br idge .  The man we ' re  looking f o r  would have been a photo-
grapher w i t h  a MACV pa tch  on and a s o f t  h a t .  Did you see  
anybody l i k e  t h a t  around t h e r e  t h a t  day? 

A. No, I d i d  no t .  

Q Do you remember anything unusual happening t h a t  
n i g h t ?  

A. That n i g h t ?  We g o t  mortared one n i g h t .  

Q- You g o t  mortared t h e  fol lowing n i g h t ,  

The fo l lowing n i g h t ?  

Q Yes. You a l l  s t ayed  t h e r e  c l o s e  t o  t h e  ocean and 
l e f t  the  next  morning and went back towards t h e  b r idge ,  picked 
up t h e  3d Platoon and moved nor th .  I d o n ' t  know whether you 
saw any f i r i n g  going on t h a t  day o r  not .  Did you see  burning--
l e t  me go back. Did you s e e  burning of hu t s  and v i l l a g e s  go-
ing  on while  you were up t h e r e  by t h e  b r idge  as  you looked t o  
the  south? 

A. Y e s .  

Q There was a good b i t  of burning going on down t h e r e ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q. Was it c l o s e  t o  t h e  water  o r  was it in land?  
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A. In land,  I be l i eve .  

Q Well, when you walked down t h e r e  t o  jo in  t h e  com-
pany l a t e r  d i d  you go through v i l l a g e s  t h a t  were burned? S t i l l  
h o t ?  

A. Not t o o  much. They were p r e t t y  w e l l  cooled-off by 
t h a t  t ime. 

Q But they had been burned? S t i l l  smoking? 

A. S t i l l  smoking, y e s ,  s i r .  

Q g  Well, t he  next  day when you go t  back up by t h a t  
br idge  t o  pick up t h e  3d Platoon and kep t  on moving north up 
i n t o  a--a p r e t t y  good d i s t a n c e  t h a t  day--moved on up i n t o  a 
v i l l a g e  a r e a ,  s e v e r a l  v i l l a g e s  were up t h e r e ,  you d i d  go i n  
more than one of them and rounded up a whole bunch of people 
t h a t  day o r  t h e  company a i d ,  and brought them down t o  t h e  
beach, and t h a t  i s  when t h e s e  medics came i n  t h a t  you were 
t a l k i n g  about.  Do you remember t h a t ?  

A. Yes, I remember t h a t .  

Q And they  were g iv ing  them s h o t s  and t r e a t i n g  them. 
You remember an o l d  lady be ing  brought in--or a lady being 
brought i n  w i t h  a l e g  a l l  s h o t  up? 

A. No. The mortar platoon a t  t h e  t ime w a s  running 
p a r t  of t h e  s e c u r i t y  i n  another  a r e a .  

Q - Okay. Did you have t h e  gun p o s i t i o n  s e t  up ready 
t o  f i r e ?  

A. W e  had one s e t  up, yes ,  s ir .  

Q Do you remember see ing  any Vietnamese o r  ARVN come 
i n  t h a t  day when a l l  t h e s e  medics came i n ,  i n t e r p r e t e r s  came 
i n  and s o  f o r t h ?  

A .  I don' t remember them coming i n .  I wasn ' t  i n  a  
p o s i t i o n  t o  wi tness  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r s  come i n .  The h e l i c o p t e r s  
came i n  more o r  less on t h e  beach. I was away from t h e  beach 
on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of  t h e  v i l l a g e .  
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Q. You were on t h e  o-ther s i d e  of t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Yes, s i r ,  on t h e  per imeter .  

a. Did you s e e  anything going on ou t  t h e r e  unusual? 

A. Not t h a t  I r e c a l l .  

a. Did you s e e  any i n t e r r o g a t i o n s  going on? 

No. The i n t e r r o g a t i o n s  were going on--

( In te rpos ing)  Back down a t  t h e  beach? 

Back down a t  t h e  beach, yes ,  s i r .  

Q So you d i d n ' t  have any contac t  wi th  any of t h e  
a c t i v i t i e s  o u t  where you were? 

A. No. 

Q. How many were ou t  t h e r e  with you? 

A. I b e l i e v e  we had two men t o  a p o s i t i o n ,  two men 
wi th  me.  

Q. You were j u s t  on an outpos t?  

A. We were on an ou tpos t ,  yes.  

Q Did you n o t i c e  any mortar f i r e  o r  a r t i l l e r y  marker 
rounds going--being f i r e d  t h a t  af ternoon? 

A. - Yes, I d id .  Later  on t h a t  af ternoon a f t e r  w e  were 
i n  t h e  l aager  p o s i t i o n  t h a t  n i g h t  we had t h e  a r t i l l e r y  zeroing 
i n ,  i n  f r o n t  of t h e  per imeter .  

Q When you s e t  up f o r  t h a t  n igh t  was t h e  gun--mortar 
put  i n t o  p o s i t i o n  t o  f i r e ?  

A. Yes. 

a - A l l  r i g h t .  Do you r e c a l l  when MILUS was k i l l e d  and 
the  r e s t  of those  men wounded d i d  you g e t  them ou t  of t h e r e  
p r e t t y  f a s t ?  
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A. A s  quick a s  they could g e t  a h e l i c o p t e r  i n  t h e  nex t  
morning. 

Q - DO YOU r e c a l l  f i r i n g  countermortar  f i r e  wi th  t h e  81? 

Mortar f i r e  was f i r e d .  I w a s n ' t  f i r i n g  it, yes .  

Q .. Did you see t h e  tube  f i r e d ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q Did they  use your ammo. 

A. Y e s .  They used HE. 

Q You c a r r i e d  HE? 

A. I c a r r i e d  m, yes .  

Q So they  d i d  f i r e  countermortar  f i r e  t h a t  n i g h t ?  

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q Did you h e a r  a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  coming i n ?  

A. Y e s .  A r t i l l e r y  f i r e  d i d  come i n  la ter  on. 

Q Gunship f i r e ?  

A. L a t e r  on, yes .  

Q Now, t h e  nex t  day,  what w e r e  you doing? You w e r e n ' t  
. -

back  on t h a t  ou tpos t  w e r e  you? 

A. NO. The nex t  day m e  and MORGAN brought  M I L U S  ' body 
back t o  graves  r e g i s t r a t i o n  back a t  b r igade  headquar te rs .  

Q - You and MORGAN? 

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q Took h i s  body back where? 

A. Graves r e g i s t r a t i o n  s e c t i o n  back a t  b r igade  head-
q u a r t e r s ,  
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So you were picked up t h a t  morning by t h e  d u s t o f f ?  

Y e s .  

And you went back with MILUS? 

Y e s .  

So you l e f t  e a r l y  t h a t  morning? 

Yes. 

You d i d n ' t  s e e  anything t h a t  happened t h a t  day? 

No. 

You were n o t  t h e r e ?  

A. No. I r e j o i n e d  t h e  company when they  re turned  t o  
Uptight.  

Q* What t ime d i d  you a l l  leave?  Do you r e c a l l ?  

A. The company? 

Q- No, you. You with MILUS ' body. 

A. I t  was e a r l y  i n  t h e  morning j u s t  a s  soon as they 
were a b l e  t o  g e t  a cop te r  in.. I t  was about 6 o 'c lock  i n  t h e  
morning. 

MR WALSH: When you joined up wi th  t h e  1st Platoon a f t e r  t h e  
f i r s t  day, d i d  you hea r  any rumors o r  s t o r i e s  about them shoot-
ing  up a v i l l a g e  o r  k i l l i n g  a l o t  of people on t h e  morning of 
the  f i r s t  day of t h e  opera t ion?  

A. Yes, t h e r e  was rumors going around. 

Q What d i d  you h e a r  about t h a t ?  

A. Nothing s p e c i f i c a l l y .  That t h e r e  were people k i l l e d .  

Q. Women and ch i ld ren?  

A. I ' d  have t o  say ,  yes ,  t o  t h a t .  
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Q. I t  would be very  h e l p f u l  t o  us i f  you could--I 
r e a l i z e  t h a t  it would be hearsay  on your  p a r t ,  b u ~anyth ing  
t h a t  you can recall--we know a g r e a t  d e a l  about  what happened 
t h e r e ,  b u t  any th ing  t h a t  you can r e c a l l  hav ing  hea rd  a t  the 
t i m e  might be  h e l p f u l  t o  us.  For  example, d i d  you r e c a l l  
h e a r i n g  anyth ing  about MILUS' a c t i o n s  on t h e  f i r s t  day? 

A.  MILUS w a s  a machinegunner. Nothing s p e c i f i c a l l y .  
Only t h a t  he  had been wi th  t h e  p o i n t  t e a m .  They had done a 
l o t  of s h o o t i n g  and k i l l e d  a l o t  of people .  

Q The p o i n t  team had done a l o t  of  s h o o t i n g  and had 
k i l l e d  a l o t  of people  i n  t h i s  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  i f  t h i s  v i l l a g e  w a s  r i g h t  a f t e r  you 
c r o s s  t h e  b r i d g e ?  

A. Y e s ,  I b e l i e v e  it was. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  i f  t h e  people  i n  t h e  p o i n t  team t h a t  
you hea rd  about were TITTLE,  HOOTON and Se rgean t  TAYLOR? 

' A. Pardon? 

Q. And TAYLOR? 

A. Were they  members of  t h e  p o i n t  team? 

Q- Yes? 

A. Yeah, t hey  w e r e  members of t h e  p o i n t  team, y e s ,  s i r .  

Q Anyone else t h a t  you can t h i n k  o f ?  

A. Only t h a t  t hey  had a young replacement  t h a t  had j u s t  
come i n t o  t h e  company wi th  them. I d o n ' t  remember i f  he was on 
t h e  p o i n t  team t h a t  day o r  n o t .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  s o .  It seems h e  
jo ined  t h e  p o i n t  team l a t e r .  

Q Was it somebody name HUIE? 

A. Y e s ,  
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Q. You're n o t  s u r e  whether he joined t h e  company f o r  
t h i s  opera t ion  o r  whether he came l a t e r ?  

A. That 's r i g h t  . 
Q. D i d  you h e a r  about anybody o t h e r  than t h e  p o i n t  
team having joined i n  k i l l i n g  people i n  t h a t  v i l l a g e ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q. Well, can you desc r ibe  j u s t  e x a c t l y  what you heard? 
I mean, how t h i s  had happened? 

A. I f  I remember r i g h t  they had received f i r e  from the  
v i l l a g e  and f i r e d  back i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e .  T h a t ' s  when t h e  people 
were k i l l e d .  

Q I ' m  so r ry .  I d i d n ' t  hea r  you. 

A. They approached t h e  v i l l a g e  and they  received f i r e  
and they f i r e d  back. T h a t ' s  when they were k i l l e d .  

Q - So from o u t s i d e  t h e  v i l l a g e  they f i r e d  i n t o  t h e  
v i l l a g e ?  

A , Y e s ,  sir. 

Q Did you hea r  t h a t  they k i l l e d  everyth ing  t h a t  moved 
i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  be fo re  they moved i n t o  i t ?  

A. I heard they d i d ,  y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. . And d i d  you h e a r  anything e i t h e r  about t h a t  day or 
the fol lowing day about t h e  p o i n t  team o r  t h e  1st Platoon k i l l -
ing  people i n  bunkers o r  as  they came out  of bunkers? 

A. No, I d i d n ' t  hear  t h a t .  

Q. Didn ' t  h e a r  anything about t h a t  a t  a l l ?  

Q. Did you personal ly  s e e  any bodies a f t e r  you crossed  
t h e  br idge  t h e  second day? 
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A. I remember see ing  some bodies ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  remember 
i f  it was t h i s  opera t ion  o r  another  one. I t  was a man laying  
on t h e  road and a women l ay ing  j u s t  o u t s i d e  the  v i l l a g e .  

Q But you d o n l t  r e c a l l  i f  it was t h i s  opera t ion  o r  
no t?  

A. No, I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  i f  it was t h i s  operation o r  one 
of t h e  o t h e r s .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  hear ing  any numbers i n  connection 
with the rumors you heard about t h e  1st Pla toon1s opera t ion ,  
about how many people they k i l l e d ?  

A. I d i d n ' t  hea r  anything s p e c i f i c .  J u s t  t h a t  a l o t  
were k i l l e d .  

Q Did you hear  anything about HOOTON shoot ing  a baby 
i n  i t s  mothers a r m s  with a  . 4 5 ?  

A. No, sir. 

COL WILSON: M r .  MYERS, do you have any knowledge of an in-
v e s t i g a t i o n  or i n q u i r y  be ing  made a f t e r  t h e  combat a s s a u l t  
whi le  you were i n  Vietnam? 

A. No, I do not .  

Q • .Were you o r  anyone you know ever  quest ioned on t h i s  
opera t ion?  

A. No, n o t  be fo re  now. 

Q D i d  you e v e r  hear  any rumors t h a t  c i v i l i a n s  had 
been k i l l e d  unnecessar i ly  by e i t h e r  B/4/3  o r  C/1/20 on 16 March 
except  f o r  what you j u s t  r e c a l l e d  a minute ago? 

A .  N o ,  sir. 

Q - You d i d n ' t  h e a r  anything about C Company? 

A. There were rumors about our  company, b u t  nothing 
about any o t h e r  u n i t .  

Q- Rumors about what? 
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A. Rumors about our  company b u t  noth ing  about--

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  Nothing about another  u n i t ?  

A. Right. 

Q- The people concerned i n  B Company were the 1st 
Platoon, i s  t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Y e s .  

Did you have a camera? ,Q. 

A. No. 

Q- Do you know anybody t h a t  d i d  t h a t  day? 

A. No one o t h e r  than  t h e  photographer,  he had one. 

Q-. You d i d  have a photographer wi th  you? 

A. W e l l ,  yes  sir. You have t h e s e  p i c t u r e s  h e r e  ( in-
d i c a t i n g  the photo e x h i b i t s ) .  

Q Well it could have been one of  t h e  boys you know 
t h a t ' s  a p r e t t y  good photographer3 

(Witness makes no response.)  

Were you e v e r  t o l d  n o t  t o  d i scuss  t h e  p o s s i b l e  un-
necessary k i l l i n g s  of c i v i l i a n s  by Task Force Barker on t h e  
16th of March 1968? 

A. NO,  s i r ,  I wasn ' t .  

Q e  
Do you know i f  t h e r e  was any problem with marijuana 

i n  B Company? 

A. Marijuana was smoked, b u t  I d o n ' t  know of it being 
a problem. 

Q Anybody ever  smoke it on opera t ions?  

A. No. They d i d n ' t  smoke it on opera t ions ,  only back 
i n  t h e  rear. 

(MY ERS ) 22  
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a .  Did you have any knowledge of U.S. o r  ARVN personnel 
t o r t u r i n g  Vietnamese suspec t s ,  VC suspec t s  o r  PWs? 

A. No, I d o n ' t  have any knowledge of t h a t ,  sir .  

Q M r .  MYERS, do you have any f u r t h e r  s ta tement  o r  
testimony t h a t  might a s s i s t  us i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A. No, I d o n ' t  t h i n k  s o ,  s i r .  

MR WALSH: I n  t h e  l a a g e r  a r e a  where MILUS was k i l l e d  and they  
had t h e  mortar a t t a c k ,  do you remember see ing  some in te r roga-
t i o n s  of some Vietnamese? 

A. Was t h a t  t h e  fol lowing day a f t e r  the  mortar a t t a c k ?  

T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  

A .  No, s i r ,  I d idn ' t . ,  The next  morning Sergeant  MORGAN 
and I ,  we took M I L U S '  body back t o  graves r e g i s t r a t i o n .  

Q Oh, you l e f t  t h e  a r e a ?  

A. Yes, s i r .  

Sorry ,  I d i d n ' t  understand t h a t .  

COL WILSON: We a p p r e c i a t e  you coming i n ,  thank you very much. 
I th ink  w e  w i l l  be able t o  g e t  you o u t  of he re .  

The hea r ing  i s  recessed .  

(The hea r ing  recessed  a t  1808 hours ,  3 February 
1970 ..) 
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