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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS : BUNNING, Dennis M. 

DATE O F  TESTIMONY: 16 January 1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: Rifleman, 1st Squad, 
2d Platoon,  C/1/20. 

1. PRIOR TRAINING I N  THE RULES OF LAND WARFARE. 

Although BUNNING rece'ived no t r a i n i n g  regarding t h e  
handling of  PW's and noncombatants, he a t tended a l e c t u r e  
type b r i e f i n g  on t h e  s u b j e c t  (pgs. 65,  6 6 ) .  This took p lace  
e i t h e r  i n  Vietnam o r  Hawaii (pg. 66) . The wi tness  r e c a l l e d  
being given cards  conta in ing t h e  same information a s  the  
MACV eards  "Nine Rules" and "The Enemy i n  Your Hands" 
(pgs.  66, 67) . H e  was no t  c e r t a i n  t h a t  he rece ived t h o s e ,  
exac t  cards (pgs. 66, 67) .' 
2. PREOPERATIONAL PLANS AND BRIEFINGS. 

a. MEDINA'S o rde r  t o  k i l l  everyone i n  My Lai .  

BUNNING was no t  incountry a t  t h e  t i m e  of t h e  mine-; 
f i e l d  i n c i d e n t ,  b u t  was t o l d  about i t  on h i s  r e t u r n  (pg. 3 ) .  
He d i d  no t  r e c a l l  t h e  memorial s e r v i c e  which preceded 
M E D I N A ' s  b r i e f i n g  on t h e  15th  (pg. 3) . MEDINA s t a t e d  t h a t  
t h e  company was going on a search  and des t roy opera t ion  i n t o  
My Lai (4) (pgs. 4 ,  30) . They had taken a l o t  of  c a s u a l t i e s  
i n  t h i s  a r e a  and could no t  even r e t u r n  f i r e  because it was 
not  wi th in  t h e i r  A0 (pg. 30) .  MEDINA s a i d  t h a t  t h i s  would be 
an oppor tuni ty  t o  avenge the  r e c e n t  l o s s e s  i n  t h i s  a r e a  o f  
opera t ions  (pgs. 4 ,  30, 31) .  MEDINA ordered t h e  men t o  k i l l  
everyone i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  (pgs. 4 ,  30 ) .  They were t o  k i l l  o r  
des t roy everyth ing t h e r e  (pgs. 1 0 ,  31) .  MEDINA descr ibed t h e  
v i l l a g e  as  a VC s t ronghold  (pgs. 4 ,  3 0 ) ,  and t o l d  t h e  men t o  
expect  q u i t e  a f i g h t  (pg. 30) .  MEDINA s a i d  t h a t  t h e  o rde r s  t o  
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k i l l  everyone had no t  come from h igher  a u t h o r i t y  (pgs. 4 ,  5 ,  
30).  The o rde r s  from above had been merely t o  k i l l  t h e  enemy 
(pgs. 4 ,  5 ,  30) . However, MEDINA t o l d  t h e  company t o  t ake  
t h i s  oppor tuni ty  f o r  revenge and k i l l  everyone (pgs. 4 ,  5 ,  
30 ) .  The men were t o  go i n  shoot ing  a l l  t he  way (pg. 5 ) .  
Although t h e  opera t ion  w a s  planned t o  take  p lace  a t  t h e  t i m e  
when most o f  the  women would be a t  market,  BUNNING d i d  no t  
r e c a l l  MEDINA excluding women and ch i ld ren  from t h e  " k i l l  
everyone"order (pg. 1 0 ) .  BUNNING was under t h e  impression 
t h a t  MEDINA was going beyond t h e  o rde r  given him by h igher  
headquarters  (pg. 5 ) .  He be l i eved  t h a t  most of t h e  o t h e r  
men had the  same understanding of  t h e  o rde r  he d i d  o r  they 
would no t  have gone i n  shooting (pg. 7 ) .  BUNNING was no t  
shocked t h e  next  day because he saw exac t ly  what he thought 
had been ordered (pg. 7 )  . Some of t h e  men were shocked 
(pgs. 7 ,  8 ) .  The witness understood the  " k i l l  everyone" 
o rde r  t o  extend t o  a l l  t h e  p laces  the  company was t o  go on 
t h i s  opera t ion  (pg. 6 ) .  The company never before  had been 
ordered t o  go i n t o  a v i l l a g e  and k i l l  everybody (pg. 1 0 ) .  

b .  Other information given ou t  a t  t h e  b r i e f i n g .  

BUNNING was under t h e  impression t h a t  t h e  opera t ion  
would l a s t  t h r e e  days and t h a t  they were t o  search  and 
des t roy everyth ing from My Lai t o  the  ocean (pgs. 5 ,  30 ) .  
MEDINA s a i d  My L a i  would be prepped by a r t i l l e r y  be fo re  they 
went i n  (pg. 5 ) .  Although MEDINA d id  no t  g ive  an o r d e r  
aga ins t  i t ,  he d i d  no t  say t h a t  raping would be a l l  r i g h t  
(pg. 31!. H e  d i d  n o t  say anything about it a t  a l l  (pg. 31). 

A t  a b r l e f i n g  given by BROOKS, BUCHANON, o r  HODGES a f t e r  
M E D I N A t s  it was explained t o  BUNNING t h a t  t h e  boundary 
between t h e  1st and 2d platoons would be the  c e n t e r  of  t h e  
v i l l a g e  (pgs.  6 ,  56, 57) . The t h i r d  platoon was t o  follow 
behind s e t t i n g  t h e  v i l l a g e  a f i r e  and making a body count 
(pg. 1 3 ) .  He d i d  n o t  remember BUCHANON b r ing i rqbeer  around 
a f t e r  t h e  b r i e f i n g  (pg. 7)  . 
3 .  ASSAULT ON MY LAI .  

a. Attack on the  v i l l a g e  of My Lai .  

(1) Action a f t e r  i n s e r t i o n .  

BUNNING came i n  on the  second l i f t  (pg. 58) . 
Afte r  t h e  p la toon go t  on l i n e  it moved toward t h e  northwestern.  
p a r t  of My Lai (pgs.  12, 58) .  They were on t h e  o u t e r  edge 
of t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg. 5 8 ) .  Five o r  s i x  men and women i n  t h e  
f i e l d  i n  f r o n t  o f  the  platoon were sho t  ind iv idua l ly  a s  t h e  
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platoon moved forward (pgs. 13, 1 4 ,  58, 59) .  HODGES, h i s  
squad l e a d e r ,  t o l d  BUNNING t h a t  he too  would have t o  f i r e  a t  
these  people. When he refused he was moved nex t  t o  
GONZALEZ on t h e  extreme l e f t  f l ank  of  t h e  platoon (pgs. 12 ,  
1 4 ,  59) . GONZALEZ , d id  no t  do much shooting (pg. 16) . 

( 2 )  Actions on en te r ing  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

A s  t h e  platoon came i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  the  men 
were f i r i n g  a t  everyth ing they saw, inc luding t h e  animals 
(pg. 15) . Everyone was p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  t h i s  (pg. 16) . 
They d i d  no t  then,nor  a t  any time dur ing t h e  opera t ion ,  
r ece ive  any h o s t i l e  f i r e  (pgs. 16 ,  1 7 ) .  A s  they s t a r t e d  
moving through t h e  v i l l a g e  t h r e e  c h i l d r e n  between t h e  ages ' 
of seven and nine  came running o u t  of t h e  hedgerow wi th  t h e i r  
hands o u t  y e l l i n g  "chop, chop" which meant they wanted food. 
They were k i l l e d  by t h e  Americans (pgs.14, 59) .  BUNNING d i d  
no t  know who s h o t  them (pg. 5 9 ) .  He witnessed t h i s  from a 
d i s t ance  of 30 t o  40 f e e t  (pg. 5 9 ) .  

( 3 )  K i l l i n g  of  group by SCHIEL's squad. 

BUNNING saw a squad l e a d e r  named SCHIEL and 
f i v e  o r  s i x  of  h i s  men take  a Vietnamese family of  e i g h t  
t o  t e n  from a hootch and shoot  them with an M-60 and M-16's 
(pgs. 16 .. 18 ,  59) . The group was composed of  men, women, 
and ch i ld ren  who ranged i n  age between 4 and 50 (pgs.  16 ,  
1 7 ,  5 9 ) .  These persons d id  no t  have any weapons and d i d  
n o t  p u t  up any r e s i s t a n c e  (pg. 1 7 ) .  P r i o r  t o  k i l l i n g  t h e s e  
people SCHIEL t o l d  them s e v e r a l  t imes ,  " I  d o n ' t  want t o  do 
it, b u t  I have t o  because we were ordered t o  do i t "  (pgs.  16,  
5 9 ) .  SCHIEL was t r y i n g  t o  make rank,  and he probably k l l l e d  
t h e s e  people because he f e l t  he was under o rde r s  t o  do s o  
(pg. 1 6 ) .  

( 4 )  Movement through t h e  v i l l a g e .  

A s  they  moved through t h e  v i l l a g e  they 
metnodical& k i l l e d  a l l  t he  people and animals they saw 
because t h i s  i s  what they had been t o l d  t o  do (pg. 1 7 ) .  
The men were under good con t ro l  from t h e i r  p la toon and squad 
l eaders  (pg. 1 5 ) .  They d id  no t  t a k e  t h e  time t o  search  hootches, 
bunkers, and tunne l s  o r  t o  burn t h e  v i l l a g e  s i n c e  these  
were t h e  jobs of the t h i r d  p la toon (pgs. 17, 18) . About !I 

th ree-quar ters  of  t h e  way through t h e  v i l l a g e  they saw a 
young male a t tempt ing t o  escape. BUNNING and HODGES both 
f i r e d  a t  t h e  man, b u t  it was HODGES who brought him down 
(pgs. 9 ,  6 0 ) .  This  was the  only time B U N N I N G  f i r e d  a l l  day 

(pg. 19) .  
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b.  At tack  on t h e  v i l l a g e  o f  Binh Tay. 

(1) Recovery o f  weapons from two VC. 

When they  reached t h e  end of  My L a i  t h e y  
r e c e i v e d  word t h a t  two VC w i t h  weapons had been s h o t  t o  t h e  
n o r t h  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e  by gunships  (pg.  6 0 ) .  The p l a t o o n  
moved t o  t h e  n o r t h  and i n  t h e  r i c e  paddies  t hey  found two 
mi l i t a ry -age  males d r e s s e d  i n  b l ack  wi th  webgear and weapons, 
one of which was a c a r b i n e  (pgs .  11, 20, 21) . A f t e r  f i n d i n g  
t h e s e  bodies  and r e t r i e v i n g  t h e  weapons, t h e  p l a t o o n  was 
o rde red  t o  s e a r c h  t h e  v i l l a g e  o f  Binh Tay (pgs. 11, 21,  60) . 

( 2 )  ROSCHEVITZ k i l l s  a group o f  Vietnamese. 

A s  t h e  p l a t o o n  moved i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  they  
ga the red  t h e  people  t o g e t h e r  i n t o  a group (pgs .  22,  6 0 ) .  
ROSCHEVITZ, who ,had n o t  had an o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  f i r e  h i s  0 
M-79 because it  d i d  n o t  work w e l l  a t  c l o s e  r ange ,  wanted 1-4 
t o  t r y  o u t  t h e  e f f e c t  o f  h i s  M-79 on one o f  t h e s e  groups 
(pgs .  22, 6 1 ) .  This  group was composed of  20 men, women, and 
c h i l d r e n  who were s i t t i n g  down and huddled t o g e t h e r  (pgs .  22,  L '  
24,  61) . A t  a d i s t a n c e  of 80  t o  1 0 0  f e e t  ROSGHEVITZ f i r e d  0 4  
s e v e r a l  rounds a t  t h e s e  people  which k i l l e d  o r  wounded most 
o f  them (pgs.  22, 61) . Those who were n o t  k i l l e d  were 
f i n i s h e d  o f f  by o t h e r  s o l d i e r s  w i t h  r i f l e s  (pgs .  2 3 ,  6 i j  . 
B U N N I N G  d i d  n o t  know who t h e s e  s o l d i e r s  were (pg.  23) . Since  
ROSCHEVITZ w a s  s t a n d i n g  on a s l i g h t  h i l l  between t h e  w i t n e s s  
and t h e  Vietnamese, B U N N I N G ' s  view of  t h e  t a r g e t  was 
obscured (pg. 243. However, he  s a w  ROSCHEVITZ f i r e  and 
hea rd  t h e  rounds go o f f  (pgs .  24,  2 5 ) .  He d i d  n o t  know i f  
BROOKS, BUCHANON, o r  SCHIEC_saw t h i s  (pgs. 23, 2 5 )  . 

Rapes i n  Binh Tay wi tnessed  by BUNNING.  

B U N N I N G  s a w  HODGES t a k e  a g i r l  i n t o  a hootch 
and rape  h e r  (pgs .  26, 32, 6 2 ) .  He went t o  t h e  door of  t h e  
hootch where t h i s  was t a k i n g  p l a c e  and w a s  a b l e  t o  observe  
t h e  r ape  (pg.  32) . Perhaps GONZALEZ and MACBREEN s a w  t h i s  
a l s o  (pg.  2 7 ) .  He wi tnes sed  a second rape  i n  which t h r e e  
s o l d i e r s ,  two o f  whom may have been DELGADO and RODRIGUEZ,  
had s imul taneous r e l a t i o n s  w i th  a woman (pgs. 26,  27,  62) . 
B U N N I N G  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t h e  woman involved  was t h e  same person  
raped by HODGES (pg. 26) . A s  t hey  made t h e r e  way through 
t h e  v i l l a g e  he  saw s e v e r a l  g i r l s  grabbed by s o l d i e r s  
w i t h  whom they  were f o r c e d  t o  have r e l a t i o n s  (pg.  28) . -
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I n  two i n s t a n c e s  t h e  men s h o t  t h e  g i r l s  when they  were 
done (pg.  2 8 ) .  He had a good view o f  t h e s e  r a p e s ,  b u t  
n o t  a s  c l o s e  a s  t h a t  i nvo lv ing  HODGES (pg.  3 7 ) .  Even a f t e r  
t h e  o r d e r  t o  s t o p  t h e  k i l l i n g  came t h e  r a p i n g  cont inued  
(pg.  3 3 ) .  From t h e  p o i n t  where t h e  o r d e r  was g iven  u n t i l  
t hey  were o u t  of  t h e  v i l l a g e  he saw a couple  o f  r apes  
(pg.  62) . However, he wi tnessed  t h e s e  a t  a d i s t a n c e  (pg.  63) . 
I n  a l l  he  saw approximately seven r a p e s ,  some o f  which were 
done by Caucasians and some by Spanish Americans (pg.  3 1 ) .  
BROOKS would n o t  have t o l e r a t e d  t h i s ,  and t h u s  it was done 
behind h i s  back (pg.  3 2 ) .  The w i t n e s s  knew no th ing  about  
a r ape  i n v o l v i n g  TORRES and JOLLY (pg.  3 5 ) .  

( 4 )  The o r d e r  t o  s t o p  the k i l l i n g .  

A s  t hey  moved through Binh Tay t h e y  k i l l e d  
everyone they  s a w  (pg. 2 2 ) .  The o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  p l a toon  
w a s  n o t  as good i n  Binh Tay as it had been i n  My L a i  
(pg. 2 2 ) .  About halfway through t h e  v i l l a g e  BROOKS rece ived  
an o r d e r  from MEDINA t o  s t o p  t h e  k i l l i n g  (pgs .  2 8 ,  6 2 ) .  
This  o r d e r  d i d  n o t  make sense  t o  BUNNING because they  had 
k i l l e d  s o  many people  a l r e a d y .  Perhaps MEDINA f e l t  t h a t  t h e y  
had k i l l e d  a l l  t h e  people  he thought  t hey  could  g e t  away 
wi th  ipg. 2 8 j . Af 'cer tile o l d e r  cariie they irioved through 
t h e  rest aE t h e  v i l l a g e  wi thou t  k i l l i n g  anyone (pg. 3 5 ) .  
They ga the red  up a group of  about  30 people  and began moving 
them toward My L a i  ( 4 )  (pgs .  36, 6 2 ) .  The p l a t o o n  r ece ived  
an o r d e r  from MEDINA t o  r e t u r n  t o  My Lai  ( 4 )  immediately 
and BROOKS o rde red  t h e s e  people  t o  be r e l e a s e d  (pgs .  36,  
6 3 ) .  

(5)  Break f o r  lunch .  

A f t e r  r e l e a s i n g  t h e s e  people  t h e  p l a toon  went 
t o  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  co rne r  of  My L a i  where t h e y  marr ied  up wi th  
t h e  rest o f  t h e  company and had lunch (pgs .  21, 37, 63) . 
H e  s a w  a burn ing  hootch wi th  bod ie s  under it n e a r  t h e  p l a c e  
where t h e y  q t e  (pg.  3 6 ) .  H e  e s t i m a t e d  t h a t  t h i s  took p l a c e  
a t  1300 hours  (pg. 6 3 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  s e e i n g  any 
h e l i c o p t e r s  l a n d  du r ing  t h i s  t i m e  (pg. 6 4 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  
g e t  ove r  t o  t h e  1st p l a t o o n ' s  a r e a  (pg.  37) . 

c.  Act ions  fo l lowing  My La i .  

A f t e r  lunch t h e  company moved e a s t .  t o  a graveyard 
where it jo ined  B/4/3 f o r  t h e  n i g h t  p o s i t i o n  (pgs .  39, 64) . 
H e  d i d  n o t  observe  any bod ie s  a long  t h e  r o u t e  o f  march 
(pg. 6 4 ) .  There were a couple  o f  Na t iona l  P o l i c e  a t  t h e  
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l a a g e r  s i t e ,  b u t  he d i d  n o t  s e e  them k i l l  any VC s u s p e c t s  
(pgs .  39, 4 0 ) .  On t h e  1 7 t h  t h e  company burned t h e  v i l l a g e s  
through which it proceeded and CALLEY1s p l a toon  h i t  a mine 
r e t u r n i n g  from a miss ion  on a h i l l  (pg. 4 1 )  . On t h e  1 8 t h  
two persons  h i t  a mine and were medevac'd (pg.  4 1 )  . 
4 .  INQUIRIES AFTER THE ASSAULT. 

The company w a s  e x t r a c t e d  on t h e  1 8 t h ,  b u t  BUNNING'; 
d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  HENDERSON a t  LZ D o t t i e  a sk ing  q u e s t i o n s  about  
t h e  o p e r a t i o n  (pgs .  4 1 , ' 4 2 ) .  He was never  ques t ioned  about  
t h e  My L a i  i n c i d e n t  by anyone (pgs .  42, 4 4 ) .  J!EDINA 
ga the red  t h e  men t o g e t h e r  a t  LZ D o t t i e  and t o l d  them t h a t  
t h e r e  was going t o  be  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and t h e  less t h e y  
s a i d  t h e  b e t t e r  it would be (pgs .  43, 4 4 ) .  He t o l d  them n o t  
t o  w r i t e  home (pg.  5 5 ) .  BERNHARDT t h r e a t e n e d  t o  w r i t e  h i s  
congressman, b u t  w a s  warned n o t  t o  do s o  (pg.  5 2 ) .  This  d i d  
n o t  t a k e  p l a c e  a t  t h e  b r i e f i n g  (pg.  52) . L  I t  would have been 
unwise f o r  him t o  do s o  (pg. 5 2 ) .  B U N N I N G  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  it 
w a s  MEDINA1s  i n f l u e n c e  which k e p t  t h e  men from d i s c u s s i n g  
My Lai  o r  w r i t i n g  honeabout it, and t h a t  it was M E D I N A 1 s  
i n f l u e n c e  which k e p t  t a l k  from g e t t i n g  around about  i t  
(pgs. 54,  55) . Except a t  t h e  b r i e f i n g  given by MEDINA,  he 

w a s  never  t o l d  t o  keep q u i e t  about  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  (pg. 4 4 ) .  
H e  heard  some rumors about  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  b u t  on 20 March 
he  was h o s p i t a l i z e d  f o r  m a l a r i a  and d i d  n o t  r e t u r n  f o r  a 
month (pg. 4 2 ) .  

5. OTHER INFORMATION. 

a. Rape i n  C Company. 

Rape w a s  q u i t e  common i n  C Company (pg.  3 3 ) .  A t  
f i r s t  B U N N I N G  had s topped  s e v e r a l  people  i n  t h e  a c t  o f  r a p e ,  
b u t  h i s  l i f e  w a s  t h r e a t e n e d  s o  he gave up t r y i n g  t o  p reven t  
it from o c c u r r i n g  (pg.  33) . BROOKS n e a r l y  ended it, b u t  
BROOKS could  n o t  c o n t r o l  what t h e  men d i d  i n  t h e  f i e l d  
(pg. 3 4 ) .  BUCHANON a l s o  t r i e d  t o  s t o p  i t ,  b u t  HODGES made 
no a t t empt  t o  do s o  (pg.  3 5 ) .  

A t t i t u d e  toward Vietnamese. 

Most o f  t h e  men d i d  n o t  cons ide r  t h e  Vietnamese 
human, and k i l l i n g  them w a s  j u s t  l i k e  k i l l i n g  an o l d  dog 
(pgs .  4 5 ,  4 6 ) .  One excep t ion  t o  t h i s  was a h i p p i e  named 
GAFOLO who t r i e d  t o  make f r i e n d s  w i th  t h e  v i l l a g e r s  (pgs.  4 5 ,  
65). However, t h e  k ind  a c t s  o f  GAFOLO and a few o t h e r s  could  
n o t  o v e r r i d e  t h e  bad a c t s  of  t h e  rest (pg. 4 5 ) .  
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c. Use o f  mari juana i n  C Company. 

While mar i juana  was widely  used i n  t h e  company, it 
played no p a r t  whatsoever i n  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  (pgs .  4 9 ,  50) . 

d .  BUNNINGJs assessment  o f  MEDINA. 

MEDINA wasllthe b e s t  CO," B U N N I N G  had e v e r  s een  
(pgs.  5 4 ,  55) . MEDINA knew h i s  job and knew how t o  g e t  
t h i n g s  done (pg.  5 5 ) .  H e  took good c a r e  o f  t h e  men, and he 
never  gave anyone a tongue- lash ing  u n l e s s  t hey  deserved it 
(pg. 5 5 ) .  C Company was a ve ry  rough ~ u t f i t  and it took a 
s t r o n g  man t o  command it (pg.  5 6 )  . 

Opera t ions  a f t e r  My La i .  

A f t e r  My Lai  t h e  company engaged i n  s e a r c h  and 
d e s t r o y  mis s ions  a s  it had p r e v i o u s l y '  (pg. 4 9 ) .  
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EXHIBIT 
NUMBER DESCRIPTION NOTES PAGKS 

7 --------'---Card "Nine (Wit was issued-Em%r-----
M- 2 I Rules" c a r d  o r  a c a r d  l i k d
I I 

MACV c a r d  "Enemy i n  ~ o u r ' w i t  w a s  l s s u e d  t h i s  
M- 3 Hands. o r  a c a r d  l i k e  it. 66 

The wi tnes s  w a s  
1 0 , l PP-1 I A e r i a l  photo o f-My Lai  1 o r i e n t e d  on map. 

1 -Pos i t i on  of LZ. 57 

2-Place where he  
Z S T t h r e e  c h i l d r e n  
s h o t .  59 

3-Place where he -- ^ 1 . . 1 -

S a W S L - f l l f i L b  Kill 

group of  1 0 .  60 

I $-Place where' two 
VC wi th  weapons 
were found. 6 0  

5-Place where 
ROSCHEVITZ f i r e d  
M-79 i n t o  qroup.  61  

6-Place i n  Binh 
Tay where t hey  r e -
ce ived  o r d e r s  t o  
s t o p  k i l l i n g  
people .  62 

P-8 Miscel laneous Scene 

8-Place where 
they a t e  lunch.  

W i t  r ecognized  
MEDINA. 

63 

6 4  

. 
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EXHIEITS 
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EXHIBIT 
NUMBER DESCRIPTION NOTES PAGES 

w i ; " ; o g y z e T  
P-14 Miscellan-eous Scene 

P-1 as annota ted  by Admitted l n t o  
-P-170 t h e  w i t n e s s  ev idence .  
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(The hear ing  reconvened a t  1030 hours ,  16 January 

MR WEST: The hear ing  w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  

RCDR: The fol lowing named persons a r e  p resen t :  MR WEST, 
MAJ ZYCHOWSKI, and MAJ COOP. 

The next  wi tness  i s  M r .  Dennis M. BUNNING.  

(MR BUNNING was c a l l e d  a s  a  wi tness ,  was sworn, 

and he t e s t i f i e d  a s  fo l lows: )  


W i l l  you s t a t e  your f u l l  name, occupat ion and 
res idence?  

A. Dennis Martin BUNNING, I am a  rancher  thereabouts  
r a i s i n g  p o u l t r y  and chickens.  

RCDR : What i s  your address ,  p l ease?  

A.  S t a r  Route, Raymond, C a l i f o r n i a .  

MR WEST: M r .  BUNNING, before  we g e t  i n t o  any ques t ions ,  I 
want t o  g ive  you some information about t h e  n a t u r e  and purpose 
of t h i s  inqu i ry .  

This  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was d i r e c t e d  by t h e  Sec re ta ry  
of t h e  Army and t h e  Chief of S t a f f ,  United S t a t e s  Army, f o r  
t h e  purpose of 'determining f a c t s  and making f ind ings  and 
recommendations concerning: 

(1) t h e  adequacy of t h e  p r i o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  
i n t o  what is' now commonly r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  t h e  My La i  i n c i d e n t  
of 16 March 1968, and 

( 2 )  t h e  p o s s i b l e  suppress ion  o r  withholding 
of information by any person who had a duty t o  r e p o r t  and 
to f u r n i s h  information concerning t h i s  i n c i d e n t .  

W e  are n o t  a t tempt ing  t o  i n q u i r e  i n t o  a l l  a spec t s  
of what happened a t  My L a i ,  f o r  example, we a r e  no t  d i r e c t l y  
concerned wi th  t h e  p o s s i b l e  c r imina l  c u l p a b i l i t y  of anybody 
f o r  t h e  t h i n g s  they  d i d  t h e r e  t h a t  day t h a t  may have been 
wrong. 
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We have had made a v a i l a b l e  t o  us and have reviewed 
p r i o r  o f f i c i a l  s ta tements  obta ined  i n  o t h e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  of 
t h e  My Lai  i n c i d e n t ,  f o r  example a s  you know, w e  have a copy 
of t h e  s ta tement  which you gave t h e  C I D  agent .  

Your testimony w i l l  be taken under o a t h ,  a verba-
t i m  t r a n s c r i p t  w i l l  be prepared and a  t a p e  recording  i s  be ing  
made i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  verbatim notes  being taken by t h e  
r e p o r t e r .  

The genera l  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of our  r e p o r t  w i l l  be 
c o n f i d e n t i a l ,  however, it is  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  l a t e r  on, t h e  t e s t -  
imony, o r  p a r t s  of it, may become a  mat ter  of p u b l i c  know- 
ledge. 

We reques t  t h a t  you not  d i scuss  your testimony 
with o t h e r s ,  inc luding  o t h e r  wi tnesses  i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  
except  a s  you may be asked o r  r equ i red  t o  do i n  connection 
wi th  any a d m i n i s t r a t i v e ,  o r  j u d i c i a l ,  o r  l e g i s l a t i v e  hear ing  
o r  proceedings.  For example, t h e r e  i s  a subcommittee of t h e  
House Armed Services  Committee which is t ak ing  some testimony 
about t h e  My Lai  i n c i d e n t  and when we ask you not  t o  d i scuss  cO
it, t h i s  of course d o e s n ' t  apply t o  them, because they  have 4 
an o f f i c i a l  l e g i t i m a t e  reason f o r  i n q u i r i n g  i n t o  it. 

Have you rece ived  an o r d e r  from t h e  m i l i t a r y  judge 
i n  t h e  case of United S t a t e s  v. Cal ley? 

A. No. 

Q. I n  case  you l a t e r  r ece ive  it, it w i l l  be an o r d e r  
t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  you should not  d i scuss  t h e  f a c t s  regarding  
t h e  My Lai  i n c i d e n t  which might come up l a t e r  i n  t h e  cour t -
m a r t i a l  t r i a l  f o r  CALLEY. I n  o rde r  t o  he lp  i n s u r e  t h a t  t h e  
accused w i l l  r e a l l y  g e t  a f a i r  t r i a l ,  I reques t  t h a t  you n o t  
d i scuss  your testimony with anyone. Should you be asked t o  be 
a  wi tness  f o r  one of t h e  cases  t h i s  would no t  prevent  you 
from doing s o ,  I ' m  s u r e  you a p p r e c i a t e  t h a t .  

MR WEST: For t h e  record ,  M r .  B U N N I N G ,  were you a  member of 
t h e  United S t a t e s  Army on 1 6  March 1968? 

A ,  Y e s ,  sir ,  

Q- When were you discharged? 

A .  I t  was e i t h e r  t h e  14 th  o r  t h e  15th of January,  1969. 
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Q What was your grade and assignment on 16 March 
1968? 

A. I w a s  a PFC, a r i f leman.  

Q - And what p la toon and s o  f o r t h ?  

A. 2d. P la toon,  C/1/20. 

Q - A t  t h a t  t i m e  was Char l i e  Company a p a r t  of Task 
Force Barker? 

A. Right.  

Q. M r .  B U N N I N G ,  when d i d  you f i r s t  hear  of t h e  plan-
ned a s s a u l t  on My La i  ( 4 )  ? 

A. I b e l i e v e  it w a s  a b r i e f i n g  the  day before--was a 
b r i e f i n g  from Captain MEDINA. 

Q Was t h i s  when he  g o t  t h e  company t o g e t h e r  l a t e  
i n  t h e  af te rnoon?  

A t  LZ D o t t i e ,  r i g h t .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  a memorial s e r v i c e  being h e l d  f o r  
some men of t h e  company a t  some time be fo re  t h i s  b r i e f i n g ?  

A. No. 

Q. You remember t h e r e  had been some men of t h e  company
h u r t ,  and k i l l e d  i n  a minef ie ld .  There were two o r  t h r e e  men 
k i l l e d ,  I b e l i e v e .  There w a s  a memorial s e r v i c e  some time 
be fo re  t h i s  b r i e f i n g ?  

A. I t ' s  poss ib le .  

Q Some of our  wi tnesses  have remembered and some 
haven 't . 
A. I t ' s  p o s s i b l e ,  I w a s  gone f o r  10 days,  I d o n ' t  
remember t h e  exac t  d a t e s  now, whether I w a s  i n  country o r  n o t ,  
and I know dur ing  t h e  t i m e  I was gone o u r  company was i n  a 
minef ie ld  i n c i d e n t .  So it was dur ing  t h i s  t ime, because they 
t o l d  me when I g o t  back t h a t  they  had l o s t  16 men, 2 wounded 
and a couple k i l l e d  i n  t h e  ,minef ie ld  whi le  I was gone. 
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Q. W e  have evidence t h a t  t h e  company f e l t  very bad 
about t h i s .  

A. About t h e  l o s s  of t h e  people? 

Q. About t h e  l o s s  of t h e  people,  and a l s o  t h e r e  had 
been a ceremony f o r  t h e  men--a memorial ceremony. 

A. A formal one? 

Q. Y e s ,  they  had a chapla in  i n  and a g r e a t  d i f f e r e n c e  
i n  t h e  testimony a s  t o  j u s t  when it occurred.  Some men p u t  
it  on t h e  same af ternoon,  a l i t t l e  be fo re  Captain M E D I N A 1 s  
b r i e f i n g ,  o t h e r s  s a i d  no, it was a day, a  week-- 

A. ( In te rpos ing)  Well, I was t h e r e  a t  t h a t  t i m e  and 
i f  it was r e a l  informal ,  i t ' s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  I may have f o r g o t t e n  
about  it, because I d i d  no t  go t o  it myself. 

Q. Can you t e l l  us what Captain MEDINA t o l d  t h e  
company during t h e  b r i e f i n g  about t h e  nex t  d a y ' s  opera t ion ,  
a s  b e s t  a s  you remember i t ?  

A. A s  I a l ready  s t a t e d  i n  the  C I D  information here-- 
he  was t e l l i n g  us ,  we was going on a search  and des t roy  opera- 
t i o n  and t o  t h a t  e f f e c t ,  you know, and i n  t h i s  P i n k v i l l e  area 
and--that w e  were t o  go i n  t h e r e  and k i l l ,  you know, every-
t h i n g  t n a t i s  i n  there-- to be a VC stronghold--being it was 
o u t  of our  normal a r e a  of opera t ion  and we were under s p e c i a l  
ope ra t ion ,  t h a t  we could go i n  t h e r e .  H e  s a i d  t h i s  was t h e  
time we was going t o  go i n  t h e r e  and c lean  up t h e  p l a c e ,  
because w e  opera te  r i g h t  across  t h e  r i v e r  from them a l l  t h e  
t ime,  and, " I ' v e  l o s t  q u i t e  a few men t h e r e , "  you know, g o t  
wounded and some k i l l e d  there-- l ike--course,  t o o  he s a i d ,  
bs ings  as our comnps~jywas going t o  be t h e  one t o  go through 
t h e  main p o r t i o n  of t h i s  village--was t h a t  we  was going t o  go 
and k i l l  everyone i n  t h e s e  v i l l a g e s .  H e  d i d  s t a t e  t h a t  t h i s  
o rde r  d id  n o t  come from higher  t o  a c t u a l l y  k i l l  everyone. 
The order  w a s  more o r  l e s s  s t a t e d  t o  k i l l  o r  t a k e ,  you know, 
t h e  enemy, bu t  he s t a t e d  t h a t  t h i s  was, you know, s o r t  of a 
revenge th ing .  This  was going t o  be our  chance t o  g e t  back 
on t h e  V i e t  Cong and t h a t  we was going t o  k i l l  them o f f .  

Q. Did you g e t  t h e  impression t h a t  he was going 
beyond t h e  o rde r  of h igher  headquar ters?  

A .  Bight to - -ce r t a in ly  agree  it was, yes ,  because he 
s t a t e d  t h a t  it wasn ' t  t r u l y  d i r e c t e d  exac t ly  a s  t h i s .  H e  p u t  
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it i n  so  many words, you know, t h a t  t h e  o rde r s  were no t  d i r e c t -  
l y ,  go i n  and k i l l  everybody, b u t  they were t o  go i n ,  you 
know, and t h a t  it was going t o  be a f i g h t i n g  zone, you know, 
because they b e l i e v e  w e  was going t o  have opposi t ion  t h e r e  and 
this--and t h a t  we were going t o  go r i g h t  s t r a i g h t  through it, 
you know, shoot ing  a l l  t h e  way. 

Q. Did he say  anything about t h e  men r e c e n t l y  k i l l e d  
i n  t h e  minef ie ld?  

A. Y e s ,  he said--  

9. ( In te rpos ing)  Would this have had a bear ing  on 
t h e  opera t ion?  

A. W e l l ,  it may--I d o n ' t  know whether you would c a l l  
it d i r e c t l y  o r  i n d i r e c t l y ,  b u t  he d i d  say t h a t  due t o  our r e c e n t  
l o s s e s  t h a t  w e  were going t o  g e t  even f o r  these  l o s s e s  a t  t h i s  
v i l l a g e .  

Q. Did he say anything about a r t i l l e r y  p repara t ion?  

A. Y e s ,  t h e r e  was--the p lace  was t o  be prepped wi th  
a r t i l l e r y  be fo re  we w e r e  t o  go i n  t h e r e .  

r.4 
L .A Q. Did he i n d i c a t e  whether t h e  p repara t ion  would be  

on t h e  v i l l a g e  o r  t h e  landing zone, o r  j u s t  where? 

A. I r e a l l y  c a n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t  t o  be exac t ,  b u t  my 
b e s t  knowledge and impression--i t  was t o  be t h e  whole a rea .  

Q. Did Captain MEDINA g ive  you any i n d i c a t i o n  how 
long the  opera t ion  was t o  l a s t ?  

A. The complete opera t ion  was t o  l a s t - - i t  was a 3-
day opera t ion .  I t  was t o  s t a r t  a t  t h i s  My Lai  ( 4 ) ,  and then 
go a l l  t h e  way t o  t h e  ocean and work i n  t h a t  a r e a ,  you know, 
and on t h e  t h i r d  day w e  was t o  be l i f t e d  back ou t .  

Q. Then was it your impression t h a t  it was t o  be 
search  and des t roy  a l l  t h e  way through, t o  l e v e l  a l l  t h e  
v i l l a g e s ?  

A. This  was i n  t h e  beginning,  yes ,  b u t  on t h e  
second and t h i r d  day, t h e r e  was nobody t h e r e .  

Q w  Yes, I understand t h a t  th ings  d i d n ' t  work out  
j u s t  r i g h t .  

5 APP T-168 


FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

A .  Yeah . 
Q. Was t h a t  t o  apply o r  j u s t  to--

A .  ( In te rpos ing)  That was t h e  impression. 

Q- It d i d n ' t  j u s t  apply t o  M y  Lai  ( 4 )  b u t  t o  o t h e r  
p laces  too? 

A. Yes, it app l i ed  t o  everyth ing ,  you know, and--

Q . ( In te rpos ing)  . In  t h e  a r e a  of opera t ion?  

A. Right.  

Q Do you know whether t h e r e  was t o  be a meeting of 
t h e  platoon l e a d e r s ,  p la toon se rgean t s  o r  whether t h e r e  was 
one a f t e r  t h e  b r i e f i n g .  

A.  You mean be fo re  t h e  opera t ion?  

Q Y e s ,  t h a t  same evening a t  LZ Dot t ie?  

A. Yes s i r ,  I ' m  q u i t e  s u r e  t h e r e  was t o  my knowledge, 
because a s  I r e c a l l  w e  g o t  b r i e f e d  by e i t h e r  t h e  p la toon 

G.l e a d e r s  o r  se rgean t s  o r  squad l e a d e r s ,  o r  somebody. We g o t  
r e b r i e f e d  t h a t  n i g h t ,  o r  e i t h e r  t h a t  n i g h t  o r  e a r l y  t h e  nex t  

c'4 

morning. I ' m  not  s u r e  of t h e  exact  t imes ,  because we have s o  
many opera t ions ,  b u t  we were r e b r i e f e d  and r e t o l d  of t h e  oper-
a t i o n  and i n  t h e s e  b r i e f i n g s  most it cons i s t ed  of t i m e  of 
depar tu re  and f l i g h t s  and where you were t o  be and a l l  of t h i s .  

Q Y,our p la toon l eader  was Lieutenant  BROOKS? 

A.  Right. 

Q So he d id  b r i e f  you somewhat a f t e r - -

A .  ( In te rpos ing)  Well, I d o n ' t  know f o r  s u r e  whether 
it was him o r  Sergeant BUCHANON o r  HODGES, you know, one of 
them, because when w e  have s o  many b r i e f i n g s  you know, you 
c a n ' t  recal l - -swear  which one of them was, b u t  I know t h a t  
day o r  t h a t  nex t  morning we were r e b r i e f e d  by one of them. 

Q What was t h e  mood of t h e  men i n  your p la toon  a f t e r  
t h e  b r i e f i n g ,  how d i d  they f e e l  about t h e  next  days opera t ion ,  
what d i d  they  say? 
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A .  You mean were some of them ready t o  go and do it 
o r  some wondering whether they should do it, i s  t h a t  what you 
mean? 

Q Did they have t h e  same understanding of  the  o rde r s  
t h a t  you had, f o r  example? 

A. I would b e l i e v e  they d i d .  I mean t h e  opera t ion  
wouldn't  go o f f  a s  it d id ,  i f  they  d i d n ' t .  

Q 9 
Can you remember anything they s a i d ,  a t  t h e  t ime,  

t h a t  i n d i c a t e d  t h i s ?  

A. W e l l ,  nobody made much comment, because you know, 
we was p u l l i n g  guard and a l l ,  and w e  t r i e d  t o  g e t  a s  much 
s l e e p  a s  w e  can. A f t e r  t h e  b r i e f i n g  and e a t i n g  you would 
f e e l  l i k e  g e t t i n g  some s l eep .  So, I am no t  one t o  s i t  up and 
t a l k .  I go t o  bed. When I g e t  my chance, I s l eep .  

Q. Did Sergeant  BUCHANON b r i n g  around some bee r  t h a t  
evening? 

A. I d o n ' t  r e a l l y  know. We have beer  r a t i o n s ,  you 
know, every s o  o f t e n ,  b u t  myself,  I d o n ' t  d r ink  beer  and I 
wouldn't  have t h e  s l i g h t e s t  idea  whether he d id  o r  not .  I 
don ' t  say I d z n ' t  drir;!: beer, I mc2n t z  say I ' m  net s Seer 
dr inker .  I d r ink  a can now and then.  So he may o r  he may 
no t  have brought  some around. I t ' s ,  you g e t  it, you know, 
supposed t o  g e t  it every couple of days,  K-rations, two o r  
t h r e e  cans pe r  m e a l  o r  something. 

Q Would you say t h a t  t h e  men were keyed up f o r  a 
r e a l  f i g h t  t h e  nex t  day, or--

A .  ( In te rpos ing)  W e l l ,  you know, you've go t  r e a l  
aggress ive  ones t h a t  were ou t  f o r  blood, you know, and you've 
g o t  t h e  ones t h a t  a r e  not  s o  much, you know. And t h e r e  were 
a few t h a t  w e r e ,  I bel ieve-- tha t  d i d n ' t  r e a l l y  t h i n k  it was 
going t o  happen t h e  way it d id .  I mean, I wasn ' t  e s p e c i a l l y  
shocked t h e  nex t  day, because I knew t h i s  is  what they w e r e  
going t o  do. I mean, t h a t ' s  what they s a i d  they were going t o  
do, s o  I expected it. But it looked t o  me as  i f  some of them, 
you know, real ly--from where I was at--I  c a n ' t  s e e  very many 
people r e a l l y .  But from t h e  r e a c t i o n s  I g o t ,  they  d i d n ' t  a l l  
r e a l l y  expect  t h a t  t h i s  was going t o  happen a t  t h i s  s c a l e ,  t h i s  
l a r g e  of a s c a l e  o r  t h i s  hard ,  you know. But I mean t h e r e  
was s e v e r a l  of them t h a t  was, you know, what you might consi-
de r  anxious t o  go do something, you know, l i k e  t h i s .  
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Q. Well, we've had some wi tnesses  i n  b e f a r e  who s a i d  
t h a t  they r e a l l y  d i d n ' t  understand i t  t h i s  way. 

A. Well, i t ' s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h e r e  were some t h a t  were 
confused. 

Q. They h a d n ' t  expected what happened. 

A. Yeah, 'cause it appeared t o  me, you know, t h a t  
when we d i d  g e t  i n  t h e r e ,  t h a t  some guys d i d n ' t  know what 
they were r e a l l y  in-- you know, I mean they d i d n ' t  r e a l i z e  
t h a t  t h i s  r e a l l y  was happening. 

Q. id you ever  s e e  anyone go r i g h t  t o  work? 

A. Yeah, you've always go t  t h e  aggress ive  few t h a t  
a r e  aggress ive  i n  one t h i n g  o r  another .  

Q. Going back t o  t h e  b r i e f i n g ,  d id  Captain MEDINA 
draw a map t o  i n d i c a t e  t h e  platoon missions? 

A. I b e l i e v e  t h a t  i f  he d id  a t  a l l ,  it was r e a l  in-
formal. A l l  t h i s  came t o  t h e  p la toon l e a d e r s ,  'cause he would- 
n ' t  draw a map. We've a l l  got  our maps, you know. 

Q. We had one o r  two wi tnesses  who s a i d  he go t  down 
and he scra tched o u t  something i n  t h e  d i r t ,  I suppose o u t l i n i n g  
t h e  p la toon a reas .  

A.  This is  p o s s i b l e ,  b u t  he wouldn't  have e labora ted  
on it o r  gone t o  any g r e a t  l eng th ,  not  t h a t  I can r e c a l l  my- 
s e l f  anyhow. Sometimes he has ,  you know, gone, come r i g h t  
o u t  and r e a l l y  t e l l  t h e  people q u i t e  a b i t ,  you know, 'cause 
he was good i n  t h i s  way, I mean he genera l ly  l e t  you know 
what was gonna happen. But most of the  r e a l  t e c h n i c a l  f i n e  
p o i n t s  of showing where were gonna exac t ly  be ,  a s  I r e c a l l ,  
came from our p la toon b r i e f i n g s ,  e i t h e r  p la toon o r  squad, 
whichever w e  d id  g e t  t h a t  n i g h t .  

MAJ  ZYCHOWSKI: M r .  BUNNING, what squad were you a member o f?  

A. F i r s t  squad. 

Q. Do you r e c a l l  who your squad l e a d e r  was? 

A .  Sergeant  HODGES. 

Q. I understand t h a t  t h i s  was your f i r s t  search  and 
des t roy  mission. Is t h i s  co r rec t?  
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A. My f i r s t  sea rch  and des t roy mission? 

Q. Y e s .  

A.  You mean t h i s  mission was f i r s t  i n  t h i s  a r e a ,  yes ,  
but  t h e  f i r s t  mission we had of t h e  search  and des t roy i n  our-- 

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  Had you been on previous search  and 
des t roy missions p r i o r  t o  t h i s  time. 

A. Three months worth of them. 

Q. Did anybody have any ques t ions  between the  two, 
search and c l e a r  and search  and des t roy?  Was t h i s  ques t ion  
brought up a t  t h i s  b r i e f i n g ?  

A. You mean t o  exac t ly  what we were t o  do. I d o n ' t  
r e c a l l  whether it exac t ly  was brought o u t  i n  t h a t  form. I 
mean, it may have been quest ioned,  exac t ly  what w e  were t o  do, 
because it was a l i t t l e  d i f f e r e n t  from our  normal opera t ions ,  
being t h a t  MEDINA s a i d  t h a t  we're  gonna k i l l  everybody i n  
there .  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  exact  ques t ions  t h a t  came up, b u t  
they could have been a ques t ion  o r  two, you know, f o r  some-
body asking,  i n  o t h e r  words t o  d e f i n i t e l y  confirm t h a t  t h i s  
i s  what he wanted done. Eut w e  ,,,., 92 l o t s  of sezrch  andT . T ~ n +  

destroy missions.  T h a t ' s  what they c a l l  every time ou t  
i n  t h e  f i e l d  i s  a search  and des t roy mission. 

Q. J u s t  f o r  c l a r i f i c a t i o n ,  what i s  your d e f i n i t i o n  
of search  and des t roy and search and c l e a r ?  

A. W e l l ,  we never had any d i f f e r e n t  s t i p u l a t i o n .  We 
never, t o  my knowledge, nothing was ever considered a search  
and c l e a r  mission. Everything was search and des t roy ,  and 
you d idn ' t - - to  m e  it d i d n ' t  mean what it was supposed t o  mean, 
'cause a l l  we d i d  was go ou t  through t h e r e  and look i n  t h e  huts  
and look a l l  over  and see i f  w e  could f i n d  anything and j u s t  
search and a l l  r e a l l y .  And des t roy was t o  mean anything 
t h a t  d i d n ' t  belong t o  t h e  Vietnamese, anything t h a t  was 
m i l i t a r y ,  we was t o  des t roy ,  o r  t a k e  back, o r  r e p o r t  it, 
o r  anything l i k e  t h i s .  Clear  t o  my knowledge was always 
smeared toge the r .  W e  d i d n ' t  say ,  okay we're going t o  t h i s  
v i l l a g e  and s e a r c h  and c l e a r ,  and we're going t o  t h i s  v i l l a g e  
and search  and des t roy.  To me it was one mission o r  opera- 
t i o n ,  was t h e  same as  t h e  o the r  one. I mean, t h e r e  was 
nothing s t i p u l a t i n g  t h e  d i f fe rence  of c l e a r i n g  and des t roying.  

Q. A t  t h i s  b r i e f i n g  was it brought o u t  t h a t  t h e  
v i l l a g e r s  would b e  the re?  I am r e f e r r i n g  now t o  women and 
chi ldren?  
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A .  W e l l ,  t h i s  i s  a  b i g  ques t ion  t h a t  when t h e  C I D  
man was ou t  he t r i e d  t o  p ress  and g e t  d e f i n i t e  answers, and 
I r e a l l y  c a n ' t  swear t o  it, whether he s a i d  they w i l l  o r  w i l l  
no t  be t h e r e .  I mean most of t h e  women a r e  always gone. They 
go t o  market and everyth ing  e l s e  i n  t h e  morning, and t h i s  is 
common f a c t .  To my knowledge he d id  n o t  say  t h a t  t h e  women 
and ch i ld ren  w i l l  be o u t  of t h e  a r e a  and w e  a r e  k i l l i n g  only 
men, t h a t  is a l l  t h a t  is  going t o  be t h e r e .  This  was n o t  
s t i p u l a t e d .  H e  j u s t  s a i d  we ' r e  k i l l i n g  everyth ing  i n  t h e s e  
v i l l a g e s .  

MR WEST: Going back t o  t h e  search  and des t roy  missions.  
Had t h e  company ever  before  had o rde r s  t o  go i n  and k i l l  
everybody? 

A. No. 

Q. You had no o t h e r  occurrences l i k e  My Lai  then ,  
where a l o t  of people were k i l l e d ?  

A. On no l a r g e  s c a l e ,  no. There have been missions 
when we're  i n  p laces ,  where we were g e t t i n g  s h o t  and s t u f f ,  
and they  have k i l l e d  c i v i l i a n s ,  o r  V i e t  Cong sympathizers.  

Q. I was th ink ing  i f  you were ever  aware t h a t  t h e  
company was o r  had a d e l i b e r a t e  p lan  t o  go i n  and wipe o u t  
everybody? 

A. N o .  There never was before  o r  a f t e r .  

Q =  M r .  BUNNING,  w e ' l l  pu t  i n  f r o n t  of  you an enlarge-
ment of an a e r i a l  photograph of t h e  l i t t l e  hamlet of My La i  
( 4 ) .  My Lai  ( 4 )  and t h e  surrounding a rea  ( p l a c i n g  Exh ib i t  
P-1 be fo re  w i t n e s s ) .  Y o u ' l l  n o t i c e  t h e  c e n t e r  of t h e  photograph. 
This  i s  t h e  v i l l a g e  of My La i  ( 4 )  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  You w i l l  f i n d  
it t h e r e  on t h e  map. Notice t h e  s t ream l i n e  t h a t  comes around 
t h e r e  l i k e  t h i s  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  You ' l l  n o t i c e  t h e  t r a i l  running 
south  of t h e  cen te r  of t h e  v i l l a g e  down t o  521 t h a t ' s  it r i g h t  
h e r e ,  see? 

A. Right. 

Q. And t h e  landing  zone i s  west of t h e  v i l l a g e .  Our 
testimony is  t h a t  2d  Platoon g o t  on l i n e  wi th  t h e  1st which 
was on t h e  l e f t .  

A. Where was t h e  landing zone a t  exact ly--  

Q • ( In te rpos ing)  I t  was r i g h t  i n  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) ;  
t h e  r i c e  paddy. 
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This  i s  w e s t .  The'photograph i s  o r i e n t e d  s o  t h a t  t h i s  i s  
nor th .  The s c a l e  is  1 inch equals  about 80 meters.  Over 
t h e r e  i s  t h e  east towards t h e  s e a ,  toward t h e  China Sea. 

A, That looks r i g h t .  

Q 2d Platoon would be on t h e  l e f t ;  t h e  1st Platoon 
over  he re .  

A. Right.  

Q - Does t h i s  look f a m i l i a r  t o  you now? 

A.  I was looking f o r  a v i l l a g e  o r  a c u t  r i g h t  o f f  
h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  t o  t h e  l e f t .  

Q - The p la toon moved from My Lai  ( 4 )  o u t  i n t o  t h e  
f i e l d  t o  p ick  up a couple of VC. 

A. We had moved through h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) ,  t o  begin 
wi th .  

Q. T h a t ' s  r i g h t  a f t e r  they went up i n  h e r e  t o  p ick  up 
weapons. 

A. Yep. 

Q. Here ' s  t h e  l i t t l e  subhamlet of Binh Tay ( i n d i -
c a t i n g ) ,  where t h e  p la toon came l a t e r  on. 

A .  .How f a r  is t h a t  i n  meters? 

Q- That would be  about 400 and some. 

A. T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  Actua l ly ,  we had gone t o  he re  and 
then  w e  back t racked back from h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  and gone 
o u t  i n  t h i s  a r e a  r i g h t  here .  Where those  two men were s h o t ,  
I b e l i e v e ,  w a s  r i g h t  i n  t h i s  a r e a  r i g h t  here .  And from 
t h e r e  w e  went back i n  t h a t  v i l l a g e .  

Q. A t  t h i s  s t a g e  w e  j u s t  want t o  g e t  you o r i e n t e d  on 
t h e  map and then  w e ' l l  go through it. Does t h i s  look famil-
i a r  t o  you now? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Would you t e l l  us p lease  then ,  M r .  B U N N I N G ,  what 
you remember of t h e  events  t h a t  occurred a f t e r  you were CA'd 
i n t o  t h e  landing  zone t h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  and g o t  ou t  of t h e  

(BUNNING)  11 , APP T-168 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

h e l i c o p t e r .  

A. Well, f i r s t  of a l l  we were l ining-up r i g h t  h e r e  
and then we moved up more o r  l e s s  on l i n e .  

Q. Would you show us on t h e  photograph j u s t  about 
how t h e  p la toon l i n e d  up before  you moved i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. We had t h e  2d Platoon he re  and we s t r e t c h e d  
j u s t  about from here  and I cou ldn ' t  s e e  t h e  o t h e r  end, s o  
I cou ldn ' t  say how f a r  1st Platoon was t o  t h e  o t h e r  end of  
t h e  v i l l a g e ,  b u t  they were t o  cover t h e  r i g h t  f l a n k  of  t h e  
v i l l a g e  and w e  were t o  cover t h e  l e f t  f l ank  of  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

(Witness marked t h e  photograph a s  he t a lked . )  

Q. I n i t i a l l y ,  d id  the  l i n e  formed by t h e  2d Pla toon 
extend o u t  i n t o  t h e  r i c e  paddy f o r  any d i s t ance?  

A. This r i c e  paddy? ( i n d i c a t i n g ) ?  

Q. No, t o  t h e  nor th .  

A. This  way? 

Q. Yes. 

A. No. We were r i g h t  --
Q. ( In te rpos ing)  You were fac ing  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A .  Right and w e  were r i g h t  he re  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) ,  on t h e  
edge of it. W e  were i n  a l i t t l e  b i t  of r i c e  pad27 r i g h t  h e r e  
because we're not  up f a r  enough--because we had a l i t t l e  b i t  
r i g h t  i n  f r o n t  of us here.  

Q. I f  I remember your p r i o r  testimony c o r r e c t l y ,  you 
were over on t h e  l e f t  f l ank .  

A .  The complete l e f t  f l ank .  Right a t  the  beginning,  
when we were on t h i s  l i n e  I may have been i n  between two 
o r  t h r e e  men. And then a s  we s t a r t e d  t o  move i n t o  t h e  
v i l l a g e ,  HODGES wanted a l i t t l e  more a c t i v i t y  o u t  o f  me, 
and I t o l d  him, " I  wasn ' t  going t o  shoot  any of  these  women 
and k ids . "  Therefore he gave me the  complete l e f t  f l a n k .  
Pnd I was completely on t h e  l e f t ,  which through t h e  whole 
opera t ion ,  was along t h i s  l i t t l e  t r a i l  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  on t h e  
ou t s ide  of the  v i l l a g e  and where I would be on t h e  t r a i l  
and go i n  and o u t ,  l i k e  t h i s  a l i t t l e  b i t  along t h e  
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v i l l a g e  ( i n d i c a t i n g  a z igzag) .  But through this whole 
opera t ion  except  f o r  maybe t h i s  f i r s t  5 0  f e e t  o r  100 f e e t  
I was, o r  a f t e r  t h a t ,  I w a s  completely,  on t h e  l e f t  f l ank .  

Q. Go ahead and desc r ibe  then what happened a f t e r  
t h e  2d Platoon go t  on l i n e  t h e r e .  

A. Well, a s  I have s a i d  i n  our o t h e r  s ta tement  t h e r e  
from CID t h a t  we s t a r t e d  moving, we d i d n ' t  r e a l l y  s t a r t ,  every-
body was on a rough l i n e  and t h e r e  w a s  some men and women and 
I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  any c h i l d r e n  a t  t h e  time-- men and women most-
l y  was o u t  i n  t h i s  a r e a  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  i n  these  f i e l d s  here .  

Q The f i e l d  r i g h t  i n  t h e  nor th  west corner  of My 
La i  ( 4 ) ?  

A .  Right.  Right i n  f r o n t  of us  and some maybe t o  
t h e  l e f t  of us a l i t t l e  b i t ,  and s o  they  j u s t  s t a r t e d  shoot-
i n g  a t  these .  people,  and knocking them over .  

Q. The men of t h e  platoon? 

A.  Right ,  t h e  men of our  p la toon then ,  and I d o n ' t  
r e a l l y  r e c a l l  whether our  p la toon s t a r t e d  shoot ing  f i r s t  o r  
whether 1st Platoon over  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  s t a r t e d  shoot ing  
f i r s t .  I t  w a s  a l l  about t h e  same t ime,  you know, because 
w e  w a s  a l l  g e t t i n g  up on l i n e  and t h a t  was what the  p lan  was. 
kfker w e  go t  on liiie, g e t  ready .to move through, w e  ' r e  m c j - v i i q  
through and k i l l i n g  everyth ing  i n  f r o n t  of us.  

Q.  What was t h e  3d Platoon t o  do? 

A.  The 3d Platoon would s t a y  i n  t h e  r e a r  f o r  a whi le  
and then  a f t e r  we had gone throilgh were followf-ng u s ,  n o t  
r e a l  c l o s e  though, b u t  behind us .  They were t o  come through 
and according t o  t h e  b r i e f i n g  they were t o  count  bodies  and 
burn' t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q. You know t h a t  we've been t o l d  be fo re  t h a t  they  
were t o  burn t h e  v i l l a g e ,  t h i s  seems p r e t t y  s e t t l e d .  But 
t h i s  is  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  t h a t  we've been t o l d  t h a t  they had a 
mission of count ing bodies .  D o  you remember t h i s  c l e a r l y ?  

A. Yes, d e f i n i t e l y  w a s  c l e a r ,  I cannot say it w a s  
MEDINA o r  t h e  o t h e r ,  b u t  it w a s  c l e a r l y  t o l d ,  a t  l e a s t  i n  
a b r i e f i n g  t h a t  I was i n ,  t h a t  they  were t o  t a k e  a body count 
and burn t h e  v i l l a g e .  They may n o t  have been t o l d  t h i s ,  I 

, mean t h a t  may be j u s t  what MEDINA t o l d  t h e  p la toon l e a d e r s  

(BUNNING) 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY' 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

and what we were t o l d .  

Q. This  could have come then  from Lieutenant  BRO0I:S 
o r  Sergeant  BUCHANON--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  O r  Sergeant  HODGES because you know, 
it was t h e  chain  of command, you know everyth ing  comes down. 

Q A l l  r i g h t ,  p l e a s e  go ahead. 

A. Well a f t e r  everybody s t a r t e d  shoot ing  h e r e ,  t h a t ' s  
when we s t a r t e d  moving forward and t h a t  was probably,  I t h i n k  
a s  I can r e c a l l ,  when HODGES thought t h a t  I w a s n ' t  doing any 
shoot ing  a s  of y e t .  And he ass igned me t o  h i s  l e f t  f l a n k  o r  
t o  t h e  l e f t  f l a n k  and--

Q - ( In te rpos ing)  How many people were s h o t  i n i t i a l l y ,  
t h e s e  were Vietnamese c i v i l i a n s  weren ' t  they? 

A. Well, nobody i s  a c i v i l i a n  i n  a reas  l i k e  t h i s ,  I 
h a t e  t o  c a l l  them c i v i l i a n s .  

Vietnamese who were i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  3Q rn 

A.  They were Vietnamese i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  and a l l  of 
our  knowledge a f t e r  being through t h e  war, they d e f i n i t e l y  
a r e  VC suppor ters .  CL' 

-,w 
Q. What were they ,  men o r  women? 

A. Both, b u t  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any c h i l d r e n  r i g h t  a t  
t h i s  f i r s t  i n c i d e n t .  There was p o s s i b l e  f i v e  o r  s i x  k i l l e d  
i n i t i a l l y  r i g h t  here  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  And then  we s t a r t e d  mov-
i n g  through t h e  v i l l a g e ,  and a s  you can s e e  t h i s  f i r s t  p a r t  
h e r e  i s  n o t  q u i t e  s o  heav i ly  dense a s  l a t e r  on, and s o  I could 
see f a i r l y  w e l l  from t h e  l e f t  f l a n k ,  and we got  i n  maybe 100 
yards o r  s o  and 3 kids--I  b e l i e v e  it was 3 come--children 
you know they were anywhere from 7 t o  9 yea r s  o l d  o r  
something. They came running o u t  through a hedgerow 
and they had t h e i r  hands o u t  h o l l e r i n g  "chop chop" which 
means they  want food, and some of our  guys he re  come running 
o u t  and s h o t  them down. And then  we continued on through. 
I mean, because t h a t  was t h e  mission theoret ical ly--was t o  
k i l l  everybody a s  w e  went through t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q. Well, when you say t h i s  s t u f f  going on,  what do 
you mean? 
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A .  They were shoot ing  everybody we was coming t o ,  and 
a l l  t h e  animals. 

Q Where w a s  Lieutenant  BROOKS and Sergeant  BUCHANON? 

A. I d i d n ' t  have v i s i b l e  s i g h t  of them h e r e ,  I may 
have seen  them twice  through t h e  whole t h i n g ,  where we would 
kind of hold  up and make s u r e  t h a t  everyone was s t i l l  on l i n e  
s o  nobody was--that w e  weren ' t  shoot ing  each o t h e r .  And I 
b e l i e v e  t o  my knowledge from what I could s e e ,  he s tayed 
w e l l  i n  t h e  middle of our  p la toon l i n e .  

I suppose t h a t  was t o  maintain c o n t r o l .  

A. Yeah, I mean i t s  normal procedure and t h a t ' s  
where they  g e n e r a l l y  a r e ,  I mean I have no idea  of them being 
anyplace else. 

Q Was t h e  p la toon kept  under good c o n t r o l  during
t h i s  t ime? 

A.  From a platoon-size element? You mean d i d  BROOKS 
have c o n t r o l  of h i s  men? 

Q. Y e s ,  and Sergeant  BUCHANON and Sergeant  HODGES. 
Were t h e  men running around on t h e i r  own, o r  were they--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  No, they  were well-organized o r  
c o n t r o l l e d  under squad s i z e  because BROOKS, he c a n ' t  s e e  
what I ' m  doing o u t  he re  o r  what t h i s  man ou t  h e r e  is doing 
( i n d i c a t i n g )  , b u t  through squad l e a d e r s  and through t h e  
l i t t l e  r a d i o s  we have, it w a s  c o n t r o l l e d  and you can s e e  a 
l i n e  as we were moving through here .  You can maintain a 
p r e t t y  much l i n e .  

8. How about HODGES, what was he doing? 

A. Well he w a s  c o n t r o l l i n g  us most of t h e  t ime,  t e l l - ,  
i n g  us what t o  do and s t u f f  l i k e  t h i s  and he was doing some 
shoot ing  t h e r e ,  too .  

Q. I w a s  t h ink ing  mostly about superv i s ion  and 
whether he w e r e  i s s u i n g  o r d e r s  t o  t h e  squads and--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  W e l l  I ' m  no t  any--he's n o t  an over-
d i r e c t i v e  person.  I mean, he d o e s n t t  say do t h a t ,  you do t h a t ,  
shoot  t h a t  person t h e r e .  I mean, i t ' s  p r e t t y  w e l l  went through, I 
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mean, everybody knew what they was going t o  do anyhow and 
t h e r e  were--well I th ink  t h a t  GONZALES was r i g h t  nex t  t o  
me, i f  n o t  he was r i g h t  over--because I genera l ly  worked 
r i g h t  n e x t  t o  him o r  wi th  him. Other than him and I i t ' s  
possible--you know, I c o u l d n ' t  keep v i s i b l e  con tac t  wi th  
everyone e l s e  a l l  t h e  time. I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  he  was doing 
much shoot ing ,  a t  l e a s t  I d i d n ' t  s ee  him doing much shoot-
ing .  Other than t h a t ,  most everybody was shooting.  

Q. You t o l d  t h e  C I D  agent  about an i n c i d e n t  in-
volving SCHIEL and some o t h e r  members. What squad was SCHIEL 
i n ?  

A. SCHIEL was a squad l eader ,  and I b e l i e v e  i t s  
second squad, b u t  I never could keep them s t r a i g h t ,  which 
squads were which, and I be l i eve  it was second squad, b u t  
he was a squad leader .  

Q. W i l l  you t e l l  u s  about t h a t ?  

A. W e  was q u i t e  a ways i n  the  v i l l a g e ,  I ' m  not  
r e a l l y  s u r e  how f a r ,  a t h i r d  of the  way i n ,  o r  something 
l i k e  t h i s .  But he had not  y e t ,  t o  my knowledge, sho t  any- fil 
body y e t ,  because him and s e v e r a l  o the r  members of h i s  squad P9 
were i n  f r o n t  of a p r e t t y  good s i z e  hootch o r  h u t s ,  and they 
had maybe e i g h t  o r  n ine  people t h e r e .  Men, women, and k i d s  
and they all--most of them came out  of t h a t  h u t  probably one C,' 
f a a i l y  or yroap t t i~ere,  anG he was t h e r e  n ~ o s t l y  i n  f r o n t ,  and CV 
he s a i d  t h a t  he  d i d n ' t  want t o  do it. H e  s a i d ,  you know, " I  
d o n ' t  want t o  do it, b u t  I have t o  because w e  were ordered  t o  
do i t ," and he s a i d  t h a t  about twice ,  and then he s t a r t e d  
shooting,  and s o  d id  everybody e l s e  i n  a l i t t l e  group, t h e r e  
of f i v e  o r  s i x  men, and they s h o t  those people down. And t h a t  
was the  f i r s t  time t h a t  SCHIEL had sho t  t o  my knowledge. Be-
cause he was, wel l  a guy tha t - -ac tua l ly  he was, you know, 
t r y i n g  t o  make rank and t r y i n g  t o  do what he was supposed t o  
do. And being t h a t  w e  were t o l d  t o  do it, and i n  a p o s i t i o n  
where he was, he c o u l d n ' t  very we l l  say we l l  I ' m  not  going t o  
do it, because, wel l  p r e t t y  soon he 'd  knock him ou t  of squad 
leader  p o s i t i o n ,  and p u t  him back down a t  t h e  bottom. So, 
he f i n a l l y  d id  s t a r t  doing it  and t h a t  was the  only t i m e  
t h a t  a t  t h e  p resen t  t ime,  t h a t  I ever d i d  see him shoo t  i n t o  
a bunch of  people. 

Q. And up t o  t h i s  time had the  p la toon received any 
h o s t i l e  f i r e ?  

A. Well, l a t e r  I heard t h a t  somebody s a i d  they d i d ,  b u t  
t o  my knowledge, I never heard of any, o r  knew of any dur ing the  
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whole opera t ion .  

Q - These people t h a t  SCHIEL and h i s  men s h o t ,  d i d  they  
put  up any r e s i s t a n c e ?  

A. No, nobody p u t  up any r e s i s t a n c e ,  except  f o r  one 
t h a t  I saw run,  I wouldn't  r e a l l y  c a l l  it r e s i s t a n c e ,  b u t  
o t h e r  than  t h a t  nobody pu t  up any r e s i s t a n c e .  They'd j u s t  
s t and  t h e r e .  

Q. Did they  have weapons? 

A. No, none of them i n  t h e  v i l l age - - the  two t h a t  we 
went o u t  t o  check t h a t  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  s h o t  down, they  both had 
a weapon. 

Q- Now t h i s  group of people,  how many were t h e r e ?  

A.  I n  t h i s  group where SCHIEL was, anywhere from 8 
t o  10, 8, o r  9 ,  o r  10 people.  

Q And what were t h e i r  ages and sexes? 

A. W e l l ,  anywhere from 4 ,  5 y e a r s  o l d  t o  50 o r  
6 0  yea r s  o l d  and every sex ,  male, female and k ids .  

Q A l i t t l e  l a t e r  on I ' l l  ask you t o  g e t  with Major 
ZYCHOWSKI and mark a photograph l i k e  t h i s  and l o c a t e  approx-
imate ly  where t h i s  group w a s  as w e l l  a s  t h e  o t h e r  important 
p o i n t  t h a t  you mentioned. But, we won' t  s t o p  f o r  t h a t  now. 
Could you t e l l  us then ,  what happened a f t e r  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  
i n c i d e n t ,  a f t e r  t h e  p la toon moved along? 

A. This  w a s  no p a r t i c u l a r  i n c i d e n t  r e a l l y ,  I mean 
t h a t  it was going on a l l  t h e  t ime,  b u t  t h a t  w a s  t h e  time t h a t  
I noted  t h a t  SCHIEL d i d  s t a r t  shoot ing  r i g h t  t h e r e .  We j u s t  
kep t  on moving through t h e  v i l l a g e ,  and more of t h e  same. I 
mean they  was shoot ing  a l l  t h e  people t h a t  w e r e  t h e r e  t o  be 
s h o t ,  and t h e  animals.  

Q. I g e t  t h e  impression t h a t  they  were j u s t  methodi-
c a l l y  k i lL ing  everyth ing  they came t o ,  every person,  every 
animal--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  That I s  what we were t o l d ,  and t h a t  I s  

what they  were doing. 

They d i d n ' t  t a k e  t i m e  t o  burn anything? 

A.  No, w e  d i d  no t  i n  t h i s  v i l l a g e ,  we went r i g h t  
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s t r a i g h t  through it, because we were n o t  supposed t o ,  be: 
cause t h e  o t h e r  w a s  t o  come through and do a l l  t h e  burning,  
s o  t o  my knowledge--

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  Did they t ake  t ime t o  search  t h e  
hootches,  bunkers and tunne l s  and t h a t  kind of th ing?  

Not r e a l l y .  

Q O r  was it a p r e t t y  f a s t  moving opera t ion?  

A. It was r e l a t i v e l y  f a s t  and anyplace t h e r e  we 
suspected,  o r  anything,  you know, we were heav i ly  loaded wi th  
grenades,  anything we suspected o r  bunkers most every bunker 
o r  anything,  a  grenade was thrown i n .  So t o  be s u r e  t h a t  
t h e r e  was nobody l e f t  t o  pop up and s t a r t  shoot ing  us from 
behind, o r  s t a r t  shoot ing  t h e  o t h e r  people. 

Q. Going back t o  SCHIEL and t h i s  l i t t l e  group they  
k i l l e d ,  what w a s  used t o  k i l l  them, what weapons were em- --2, 
ployed? W 

A. Most everybody t h a t  was shoot ing  had M - 1 6 ' s  ex-
c e p t  f o r  one M-60 machinegun t h a t  was used. 6; 

Cd 
Q Do you remember who was us ing  t h e  M-60? 

A. No, I d o n ' t ,  because l a t e r  on ws had s p e c i a l  ma-
chinegun groups a t t ached  t o  c e r t a i n  squads,  b u t  a t  t h i s  t ime 
we r e a l l y  d i d n ' t ,  we j u s t  had machineguns, you know and--

Q . ( In te rpos ing)  And maybe a f i r e  team i n  t h e  squad? 

A. Yeah, would be assigned t o  c a r r y  a machinegun, and 
being it wasn ' t  our  squad I d o n ' t  know. I n  f a c t  dur ing  t h i s  
ope ra t ion  I d o n ' t  even t h i n k  our  squad had an M-60. 

Q. How many squads w e r e  i n  t h e  2d Platoon a t  t h a t  
time? 

A .  We opera ted  almost a l l  t h e  time wi th  f o u r  squads,  
and t h e r e  was f o u r  t h e r e .  

Q.  Are you sure?  A t  t h i s  t ime t h e  1st Platoon only
had two squads. 

A. The 1st Platoon? 'Cause they 'd  l o s t  some men, 
l e t ' s  see--
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Q = ( In te rpos ing)  Were you ' counting t h e  weapons 
squad when you s a i d  four?  

A .  Right ,  b u t  t h e  weapons squad i t ' s  more o r  less - -
l a t e r  on I know weapons squad had a machinegun a t t ached  t o  
them. But we had a--we had SCHIEL,  I d o n ' t  know LACROIX was 
squad l e a d e r  l a t e r ,  I d o n ' t  know i f  he was squad l e a d e r  then. 
To my knowledge, I ' m  almost s u r e  we was organized i n  four  
squads. Its p o s s i b l e  t h a t  they  may c a l l  it only  t h r e e  squads,  
being machineguns a r e  shoved i n t o  a squad. 

Q =  Do you remember see ing  GARZA t h a t  day? 

A.  I c a n ' t  swear t h a t  I remember see ing  him f o r  de- 
f i n i t e ,  I b e l i e v e  he was t h e r e .  I mean, I had no c o n t a c t ,  o r  
any p a r t i c u l a r  t h i n g ,  t o  make me remember he was d e f i n i t e l y  
t h e r e .  He was our  medic, I ' m  q u i t e  s u r e  he was t h e r e .  

Q . W i l l  you p l e a s e  cont inue  with t h e  p la toon  as  they  
moved through My Lai  ( 4 )  . 
A. W e l l ,  we continued moving through and then  a t  a 
p o i n t ,  c l o s e  t o  th ree -quar t e r s  of t h e  way through,  somebody 
h o l l e r e d  t h a t  t h e r e  was somebody running o f f  t o  t h e  l e f t .  
And t h i s  was a t  a t ime,  when I had j u s t  walked i n t o  a hedge-
row, and I was walking completely on t h e  l e f t .  I had com-
p l e t e  v i s i b i l i t y  s o  when they  h o l l e r e d ,  Sergeant  HODGES and 
I r a n  out  t o  the o u t s i d e ,  s o  w e  could see .  And approximately 
100 meters away o r  thereabouts  we saw a man, a young man, a t  
least he appeared t o  be young, i n  t h e  twen t i e s  o r  something, 
running away from us. And HODGES s t a r t e d  shoot ing  a t  h i m ,  
and h o l l e r e d  f o r  me t o  shoot  a t  him and g e t  him. I put  my 
gun on automatic  and I s h o t  a whole c l i p  a t  him. While I d i d  
a l l  t h e  b r a s s  went i n  HODGES' f a c e  and he c o u l d n ' t  shoot  any more, 
and I missed t h e  guy and then  HODGES, he drew a good bead t h e  
next  t ime and knocked him down, and then  we went on back i n  
t h e  v i l l a g e  and cont inued on. 

And t h a t  was t h e  only  t ime I s h o t  a t  anybody o t h e r  
than  animals.  I s h o t  some animals ,  b u t  I do t h a t  a t  home a l l  
t h e  t ime anyhow, t h a t  wasn ' t  anything t h a t  I d i d n ' t  b e l i e v e  
was morally r i g h t  o r  wrong. But t h a t  r i g h t  t h e r e  was t h e  
only  t ime I s h o t  a t  any person and I missed him, because he 
was s t i l l  running good when I was through shoot ing.  

Q. Did t h e  p la toon move a l l  t h e  way through k i l l i n g  
everybody they  came ac ross?  
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A. Right ,  and we  s topped ,  a t  l e a s t  I s topped ,  be ing  
I w a s  on t h e  l e f t  f l a n k ,  cause  see, I run  o u t  of v i l l a g e  be- 
f o r e  anybody else does.  And I s topped i n  t h i s  a r e a  some-
p l a c e  r i g h t  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) ,  and everybody e l s e  goes t o  
the end of  t h e  v i l l a g e .  And t h e n ,  r i g h t  a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  o r  i n  
f a c t ,  it may have been even j u s t  b e f o r e  w e  g o t  t o  t h e  end of  
t h e  v i l l a g e ,  o r  the end of  t h e  tree l i n e  h e r e ,  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) ,  
t h e r e  w a s n ' t  ve ry  much v i l l a g e  a t  t h e  end t h a t  I r e c a l l - -
t hey  s a i d  t h a t  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r s  had knocked down two guys o v e r  
h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) ,  wi th  weapons s o  we-- as  soon as we made t h e  
the end of t h e  v i l l a g e  w e  made s u r e  we made t h e  end ,  we moved 
r i g h t  on over  t o  check t h o s e  o u t .  

Q. 	 T h a t ' s  t o  t h e  n o r t h ,  o u t  i n  t h e  r i c e  paddy t h e r e  
( i n d i c a t i n g )? -

A. Right ,  it w a s  t o  t h e  n o r t h  and 200, 300 meters o u t ,  
t o  my knowledge. It w a s  q u i t e  a ways, it could  have even been 
up t o  3 0 0 ,  400  mete rs  o u t .  

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  1117 hour s ,  16 January ' 

1970.)  trg 

(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1135 hour s ,  16 January 

I 0 : The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR : The fo l lowing  persons  a r e  p r e s e n t :  LTG PEERS, 
MR mST,  MR MACCRATE, MR WALSH, COL FRANKLIN, MAJ ZYCHOWSKI 
and MAJ COOP. 

M r .  B U N N I N G  you a r e  reminded t h a t  you a r e  under o a t h .  
. . 

\ 

MR WEST: A t  t h e  t i m e  w e  r e c e s s e d ,  M r .  B U N N I N G ,  I b e l i e v e  
you w e r e  d i s c u s s i n g  t h e  miss ion  of  t h e  p l a t o o n ,  which was t o  
move o u t  i n t o  r i c e  paddy t o  t h e  n o r t h  and possTbly r ecove r  
t h e  weapons of  two VC t h a t  had been k i l l e d  by gunsh ips .  Would 
you go ahead and t e l l  us  what t h e  p l a toon  d i d ?  

A .  We went o u t  towards t h e  no r th  i n  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  to -  
wards where t h e  bod ie s  were said t o  be,  and I always walk p o i n t .  
T h a t ' s  where I ' m  a t ,  r i g h t  o u t  i n  f r o n t  i n ,  you know, n o t  a 
l i n e  b u t  a f i l e  fo rmat ion ,  and they were r a d i o i n g  from t h e  
gunships  t e l l i n g  us where t h e s e  bodies  were. And s o  we j u s t  
k e p t  going t h a t  way, and you know, t h e  r i c e  is t h r e e  f o o t  
h igh ,  and you c a n ' t  s ee  t o o  good, and t h e  gunships k e p t  
c i r c l i n g  around,  and dropped a  couple  smoke grenades  p o i n t i n g  
the p l ace .  And I saw e x a c t l y  from where the smoke grenades  
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were, where t h e  bodies were, so  f i n a l l y  we made it t o  where 
the  bodies ,  and each one of them had a weapon which--I d o n ' t  
know e x a c t l y  what kind of weapon. I th ink  one of them may 
have been a ca rb ine ,  bu t  the  o t h e r  one was n o t ,  and they 
were both i n  p r e t t y  good o r d e r ,  and a l o t  of weapons we 
kept  a r e n ' t  i n  too  good a shape, bu t  these  were i n  p r e t t y  
good shape. From there--

Q - ( In te rpos ing)  What were t h e  VC? 

A. You mean how old? 

Q-. Men, women? 

A. Well, they were both men and were--both appeared 
.to be m i l i t a r y  age ,'you know l i k e  20 o r  2 1  years  o ld .  J u s t  
young men. 

& How were they dressed?  Any web equipment o r  
uniform a t  a l l ?  

A. Yeah, they d id .  'One of them had something t h a t  
was, I b e l i e v e  it was even a p i s t o l  b e l t ,  you know, with a  
couple c l i p s  of ammo on it, and no b i g  m i l i t a r y  packs o r  any-
t h i n g  l i k e  this. And I b e l i e v e  one of  them was ca r ry ing  a 
l i t t l e  b i t  s f  rice. And they yore j u s t  p l a i n  black l i k e  a l l  
t he  o t h e r  people d ress .  

Q Go ahead and t e l l  us what t h e  p la toon d i d  next .  

A. From t h e r e  we--being they d e f i n i t e l y  came o u t  of 
t h i s  v i l l a g e ,  which was r i g h t  d i r e c t l y ,  which would be back 
t o  the  l e f t ,  which is--

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  To t h e  nor th  o r  northwest? 

A. From where t h e  people were l y i n g  it would be 
back t o  the  west ,  and so  beings they came o u t  of t h a t  v i l l a g e ,  
we were t o l d  t o  go on i n t o  the  v i l l a g e  and check o u t  t h a t  
v i l l a g e ,  which according t o  t h e  map and th ings  here  appears 
t o  be t h i s  v i l l a g e  here ,  because it was a f a i r l y  good s i z e  
- v i l l a g e  ( i n d i c a t i n g  Binh Tay, subhamlet nor th  of t h e  north-
west corner  of My Lai ( 4 )  ) . Well, we moved i n t o  t h e r e ,  and 
beings our  o r i g i n a l  o rde r s  were t o  k i l l  everybody i n  our opera-
t i o n ,  they  continued--I mean e s p e c i a l l y  being t h a t  we'd j u s t  
g o t ,  you know, two enemy o u t  of t h i s  v i l l a g e .  They d e f i n i t e -
l y  had j u s t  come running o u t  of t h i s  v i l l a g e  and these  o t h e r  
people t h a t  were s t i l l  back h e r e  were, you know, they knew 
they had just come o u t ,  because they  come r i g h t  o u t  of it. 

(BUNNING) 21 APP T-168 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

So we continued and s t a r t e d  t o  go through t h i s  v i l l a g e  k i l l -
i n g  everybody t h a t  was t h e r e .  

Q You t o l d  t h e  C I D  agent  what happened t o  a group
of people who were assembled the re .  Do you remember t h a t ?  

A.  Y e s ,  we weren ' t  very f a r  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  and i t ' s  
r e a l l y  hard t o  say t h e  exact  f i g u r e  on it, you know, t h e r e  
was q u i t e  a few people,  around 2 0 ,  o r  i n  t h a t  neighborhood, 
of people t h a t  were grouped toge the r  and--

Q . ( In te rpos ing)  They'd been gathered up by t h e  
platoon? 

A .  Well, n o t  r e a l l y  by t h e  p la toon,  because when w e  
g o t  i n  here  i n  t h i s  v i l l a g e ,  nothing was near  a s  w e l l  organiz-
ed as  when we went through t h e  f i r s t  v i l l a g e .  Nobody had a 
p a r t i c u l a r  formation any more, a t  l e a s t  t h a t  I saw. We were 
s t i l l  p r e t t y  wel l  on t h e  l e f t ,  our  f i r s t  squad was, you know, 
b u t  people were p r e t t y  w e l l  m i l l i n g  around. And we weren ' t  
going through t h i s  v i l l a g e  a s  dead f a s t ,  you know, I mean, 
w e  was t e a r i n g  up t h e  hootches and were looking f o r  s t u f f ,  C-I 

being w e  j u s t  go t  two guys come r i g h t  o u t  of t h e r e .  We knew C.'] 

w e  had something going h e r e ,  a t  l e a s t  thought  we d i d .  

But anyhow a s  we were--some of us were searching  c.7 
and t e a r i n g  a p a r t  hootches and a l l ,  and s e v e r a l  men g o t ,  you N 
know, 2 o r  3 h u t s ,  he re  probably ( i n d i c a t i n g )  20  peopls  
o r  thereabouts ,  you know, pu t  them a l l  i n  one group. And 
then  one guy, he h a d n ' t  had much p r a c t i c e  o r  chance t o  shoot  
a 79, being 7 9 ' s  d o n ' t  work good a t  point-blank range,  and 
t h a t ' s  what most a l l  our f i g h t i n g  was i n  t h i s  a r e a ,  you know. 
So he g o t  back and s h o t  a few rounds i n t o  t h i s  group of peo-
p l e ,  which would wound most of them, and k i l l  a few of them--

Q . ( In te rpos ing)  An M-79, t h a t ' s  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  a 
r i f l e  grenade--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  Right ,  i t ' s  and M-79 grenade launch-
e r  which shoots  a smal l  grenade. 

10: This is t h e  one you normally r e f e r  t o  a s  a 40  
mi l l imeter  grenade. 

A. Right ,  t h a t ' s  what i t ' s  considered,  they have them 
a l s o  on t h e  gunships,  b u t  t h e y ' r e  a l i t t l e  d i f f e r e n t ,  because 
they g o t  more powder i n  them. They got  a b e t t e r  gun up t h e r e  
t o  hold them and--

(BUNNING ) 22 APP T-168 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


Q- ( In te rpos ing)  Who f i r e d  t h e  M-79? 

A.  ROSCHEVITZ, and then a f t e r  he s h o t ,  I d o n ' t  know 
t h e  exac t  amount, he s h o ~  a couple rounds,  o r  t h r e e  rounds,  
o r  something i n t o  t h e  group, then  everybody t h a t  was s tand-
i n g  r i g h t  around t h e r e ,  t h a t  w a s  grouping t h e s e  people to-
gether-- s e v e r a l  men went ahead and f i n i s h e d  k i l l i n g  every- 
body t h e r e .  I r e a l l y - - a l l  I not iced  was how ROSCHEVITZ 
climbed up on a l i t t l e  h i l l  t h e r e  t o  shoot  a t  t h e s e  people 
s o  he could g e t  h i s  r i g h t  range and where he wanted it--

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  Who was t h i s ?  

A.  ROSCHEVITZ, wi th  t h e  79, b u t  I d o n ' t  know r e a l l y  
who--some of t h e  o t h e r  guys were s t and ing  around t h e r e ,  b u t  
I was over  a l i t t l e  f u r t h e r  away, going through some hootches 
while--when they  f i n i s h e d  shoot ing  a l l  them people o f f .  

Q. So you d o n ' t  know who f i n i s h e d  them o f f .  

A.  N o ,  b u t  they were,some members of our  p la toon,  
I d o n ' t  know which squad. 

a .  Where was Lieutenant  BROOKS a t  t h a t  time? 

A. I b e l i e v e  he was f u r t h e r ,  a l r eady  p a s t  t h e s e  people 
because a s  w e  s t a r t e d  i n  t h i s  v i l l a g e ,  beings we come from t h i s  
s i d e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) ,  he p r e t t y  w e l l  s t ayed  t o  t h e  right-hand 
s i d e  a t  f i r s t  and worked a c r o s s ,  t o  my knowledge. And t h e s e  
people were ga thered  probably,  r i g h t  over  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  
because we worked t o  g e t  over  on t h e  l e f t  f l a n k  aga in ,  and 
I b e l i e v e ,  some of them were our  squad t h a t  were i n  on it, 
and then t h e r e  were some from t h e  squad nex t  t o  u s ,  and--

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  That  would have been SCHIEL's squad? 

A. I ' m  no t  s u r e  now whether it is  o r  n o t  i n  t h i s  fo r -  
mation, because I know w e  was s t i l l  on t h e  l e f t  and a t  t h e  
t i m e  I ' m  n o t  s u r e  whether SCHIEL was t h e r e  o r  n o t .  But t h e r e  
w a s  members, maybe even a t h i r d  squad t h e r e  t o o ,  because I 
mean, when you go i n  t h e r e  and people a r e  going through v i l -  
l ages ,  and hootches,  and s t u f f ,  nobody s t a y s  e x a c t l y  p e r f e c t .  
But anyhow, I d o n ' t  t o  my knowledge, know whether Lieutenant  
BROOKS o r  Sergeant  BUCHANON o r  t h e  headquar ters  s e c t i o n  vis-
i b l y  saw t h i s  o r  no t .  

Q. I was going t o  ask  you about Sergeant  BUCHANON. 
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A. Well, Sergeant  BUCHANON g e n e r a l l y ,  you know, and 
t h e  medic-- t h i s  here  headquar ters  s e c t i o n  i n  e i t h e r  company-
s i z e ,  o r  p la toon-s ize ,  genera l ly  s t a y s  t o g e t h e r ,  you know, 
I mean you've g o t  t h e  RTO and t h e  p la toon l eader  and p la toon 
se rgean t  and then  t h e  medic which is  genera l ly  i n  t h i s  l i t L l e  
group. 

Q o  Do you remember FIELDS, he was Lieutenant  BROOKS' 
RTO on t h e  company push? ' .  

A. Well we had a l o t  of R T O ' s ,  he may have been a t  t h e  

Q ( In te rpos ing)  He was here  yes terday  and s a i d  he 
was, he c a r r i e d  a PRC-25. 

A. Well, he d i d  a t  one, t i m e ,  I d o n ' t  know when, you 
know, I mean we have so many RTOs .  

Q Well he descr ibed  t h i s  i n c i d e n t .  H i s  r e c o l l e c t i o n  
was t h e  group was s i t t i n g  down when ROSCHEVITZ--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  They were 'cause--they were pu t  to- '7 
g e t h e r ,  you know, i n  a group and they were a l l  huddled down -3 

o r  huddled t o g e t h e r .  You know, I mean, I wasn ' t  s tanding  
r i g h t  t h e r e  watching them shoot  i n t o  it, you know, because 
ROSCHEVITZ running around, he was, you might say ,  running C-> 
t h e  s h ~ wof t h i s  t h i n g ,  because he s a i d  he wanted t o  use Cd 

t h e  79 and t h a t ' s  a l l .  I mean I wasn ' t  i n  v i s i b l e  p l a i n  
s i g h t  of even see ing  ROSCHEVITZ even h i t t i n g  t h e  people wi th  
t h e  7 9 .  A l l  I know i s ,  from what he s a i d ,  and how he s a i d  it 
happened, you know, when l a t e r  on from when he h i t  i t ,  how he 
s h o t  it i n  t h e r e ,  I mean you could hear  t h e  79 rounds going 
o f f .  H e  s a i d  h i s  f i r s t  one was, I b e l i e v e ,  high and he m i s s -
ed,  and a f t e r  t h a t  he s a i d  t h e  next  couple made it ,  you know, 
r i g h t  i n  t h e  group. 

Q Well, from where you were could you s e e  t h e  peo-
p l e  when he was f i r i n g  on them, and when t h e  o t h e r s  were 
f i r i n g  on them? 

A. No, I could no t ,  because I ' d  a l ready moved over 
f u r t h e r  i n t o  t h e  hootch, I mean he had them t h e r e ,  and he 
w a s  s tanding  on t h e  h i l l  and t h e  h i l l ' s  n o t  much b igger  than  
t h i s  t a b l e ,  you know, j u s t  a l i t t l e  mound maybe t e n  f e e t  high 
a t  t h e  most, it could be a bunker. 
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Q g  
Did you 'see him f i r i n g ?  

A: Y e s ,  I saw him f i r i n g  from t h e  h i l l .  

Q- But you c o u l d n ' t  s e e  t h e  t a r g e t ?  

A .  No, b u t  he s a i d  he was shoot ing  i n t o  it, and 
I mean, he made it p l a i n  t h a t  he was. 

Q. Did he t e l l  you about  it l a t e r ?  

A. Yeah, h e  s a i d  so.  

Q I asked where Lieutenant  BROOKS was, because 
FIELDS s a i d  t h a t  he could s e e  t h e  group and I assume t h a t  
Lieutenant  BROOKS was probably somewhere c l o s e  by. 

A.  H e  probably could have been. 

Q. But you d o n ' t  remember? 

A. No, because n o t  he re ,  i n  f a c t  once we move i n  
here  'cause,  you s e e ,  Lieutenant  BROOKS, when we w a s  going 
t o  t h e  two dead bodies ,  he was r i g h t  behind. W e l l  I was 
there, and maybe one o t h e r  guy and then  Lieutenant  BROOKS 
was t h e r e ,  being we had two dead bodies  o u t  t h e r e ,  t h a t  we 
knew was t h e r e ,  and t h e  gunship s a i d ,  t h a t  they  had guns. 
You know, he wanted t o  be r i g h t  t h e r e  when we g o t  t h e r e ,  
b u t  a f t e r  t h a t  he  ha rd ly  ever  walked t h a t  c l o s e  t o  t h e  
f r o n t  of t h e  formation,  and on o t h e r  opera t ions  he has  
been maybe t h r e e  men behind me. I walked p o i n t  f o r  seven 
months over  t h e r e ,  and I walked p o i n t  a c t u a l l y ,  u n t i l  I 
became squad l e a d e r ,  and a f t e r  t h a t ,  then  I only walked 
p o i n t  on n i g h t  o p e r a t i o n s ,  because most everybody would 
a c t u a l l y  g e t  l o s t ,  and w e l l ,  L ieutenant  BROOKS l i k e d  t h e  way 
I walked. He'd show me a map, show me g r i d s ,  w h e r ~w e  was 
going, n i g h t  o r  day, he 'd  j u s t  say j u s t  t ake  m e  t h e r e ,  
you know, and I would--

( In te rpos ing)  You could read t h e  map? 

A. Oh, yeah, and he 'd  j u s t  show me over  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t -
i n g ) ,  and w e  wanted t o  go t h e r e  and very seldom--he'd never 
even say anything,  we may be going 2 o r  3 c l i c k s ,  and 
even up t o  4 ,  5 c l i c k s .  
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And one n i g h t  opera t ion ,  I th ink  4 c l i c k s ,  and t h e  only 
t h i n g ,  when w e  g o t  about ha l f  way, he t o l d  me I was g e t t i n g  
a l i t t l e  too  c l o s e  t o  a v i l l a g e ,  and they were l i a b l e  t o  hear  
us. So we had t o  go out  a l i t t l e  f a r t h e r ,  i n  t h e  r i c e  paddy, 
t o  g e t  around it, b u t  he was p r e t t y  good on t h a t ,  you know. 
And he would j u s t  t e l l  me take us  t h e r e ,  t h a t ' s  where w e  
want t o  go, and once i n  awhile we would hold up t o  make s u r e  
t h a t  everyone was caught but-- 

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  Would you t e l l  us what happened 
a f t e r  t h e  group was shot?  

A. W e l l ,  r i g h t  a t  o r  i n  t h a t  time t h e r e ,  was s e v e r a l  
people raping s e v e r a l  women i n  t h i s  a r e a  and--

Q. You descr ibed one rape  i n c i d e n t  on t h e  C I D  s t a t e -
ment, would you go through t h a t  p lease?  

A. Okay, I r e a l l y  d o n ' t  know who it was, i f  t h a t ' s  
t h e  one you ' r e  r e f e r r i n g  t o .  There was t h r e e  guys on--

Q. You mentioned HODGES . 
A. Sergeant  HODGES took one g i r l  t h e r e ,  and drug h e r  
i n t o  a compartment, l i k e  i n  a hootch t h e r e ,  you know, and 
hootches d o n ' t  have doors o r  nothing,  and you could see, and 
he raped one g i r l  i n s i d e  the re .  And then t h e r e  was t h r e e  Cad 

o t h e r  guys and one g i r l  a l l  a t  one t ime,  a s  I s t a t e d  i n  thare 
too .  And t h e r e  was-- 

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  You d o n ' t  know who they were though? 

A. No, I c a n ' t  r e a l l y  say ,  l i k e  I s t a t e d  i n  t h e r e ,  I. 
names one o r  two names, it could poss ib ly  have been them, b u t  
I c a n ' t  d e f i n i t e l y  say ,  because t h e  chanc'es of b r ing ing  i n  
somebody t h a t  never raped anybody a r e  too  g r e a t ,  you know, t o  
say I ' m  s u r e ,  o r  I be l i eve  t h a t  t h i s  person d i d  it. 

Q. I cou ldn ' t  t e l l  from your C I D  s ta tement  whether 
t h e  g i r l  t h a t  HODGES raped-- 

A. ( In te rpos ing)  Had been previous ly  raped? 

Q. Was it t h e  same g i r l  who was with t h e  t h r e e  s o l -  
d i e r s .  

A .  I b e l i e v e  it i s ,  t o  my knowledge, you know, what 
I keep remembering. I can % remember which one comes f i r s t ,  
you know I mean---
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Q ( In te rpos ing)  Well you i n d i c a t e  t h a t ,  i n  your 
s ta tement  t o  t h e  C I D .  

MR WEST: You s a i d  t h i s  : " F i r s t ,  I observed a Mexican-
American having sexual  i n t e r c o u r s e  wi th  a  Vietnamese g i r l  
about 1 8  yea r s  o ld .  She was only wearing a blouse t h a t  was 
unbuttoned. When he f i n i s h e d ,  the  g i r l  g o t  up t o  g e t  away, 
and HODGES grabbed her ."  

A. It may be even r e l a t e d  when I s a i d  t h a t - - t h a t  one 
Mexican-American--it may have been the  time a l l  t h r e e  of 
them were on t h i s  g i r l .  I ' m  n o t  su re .  

Q On t h a t  p a r t  of it you s a i d  t h i s .  "E i the r  before 
o r  a f t e r  HODGES raped h e r  I saw t h r e e  U.  S. s o l d i e r s  with her .  " 

A.  I t ' s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  those t h r e e  could even be a t  
the  same time I saw t h e  one because as  it was, I t h i n k  t h a t  
one of them s t a r t e d ,  and the  o t h e r  two go t  i n t o  t h e  a c t i o n  
a l l  a t  t h e  same time. \ 

& I see .  You s a i d  ' f u r t h e r .  "One was having normal 
sexual  i n t e r c o u r s e ,  while t h e  o t h e r  had h i s  penis  i n  he r  
mouth, a t  t h e  same t i m e ,  she was fondl ing  the.  penis  of t h e  
t h i r d  man"? . 

A. Right.  

Q. You a l s o  s a i d  t h a t :  "Two of them may have been 
DELGADO and RODRIGUEZ "? 

A. Yes. This is  when I g o t  th ink ing  af te rwards .  I 
h a t e  t o  s a y ,  yes ,  I know these  a r e  t h e  men because--

.. . .  

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  I t h i n k  you made it c l e a r  t h a t  you
' a r e  no t  c e r t a i n .  

A. Right. Because t h e r e  is too  g r e a t  a p o s s i b i l i t y  
t h a t  one of  them i s n ' t  and you can ' t - - I  mean, one of them 
may, and one of them may no t ,  o r  they both may. 

Q. You a l s o  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  MCBREEN and Leonard 
GONZALEZ may have seen HODGES? 

A. I t ' s  p o s s i b l e ,  because I know, we were a l l  i n  the  
same a r e a  there.' '  I s tayed p r e t t y  c l o s e  t o  GONZALEZ through-
o u t  t h i s  opera t ion  except f o r  t h e  l a s t  time when we were 
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g e t t i n g  ready t o  move o u t ,  because whenever I a m  walking 
p o i n t  w e  have a c e r t a i n  formation t o  follow and GONZALEZ 
ended up on the  end. But when w e  was going through a vil-
l age  or  something, GONZALEZ and I were p r e t t y  good f r i e n d s  
and he would, i f  p o s s i b l e ,  you know--we would be next  t o  
each o the r .  

Q. Now, you s a i d  t o  the  C I D  agent  t h a t  you observed 
s e v e r a l  rapes? 

A. Right .  There were--

Q 0 ( In te rpos ing)  Can you desc r ibe  any o t h e r s  t h a t  
t o o k  p lace  t h e r e  i n  Binh Tay? 

A. Well, as  f a r  a s  any p a r t i c u l a r  d e t a i l ,  you know. 
A guy would j u s t  grab one of the  g i r l s  t h e r e  and i n  one o r  
two i n c i d e n t s  they s h o t  t h e  g i r l s  when they go t  done. And 
when we were about halfway through t h e  v i l l a g e ,  is when we 
g o t  word t o  q u i t  k i l l i n g  people.  

. -
-7 

Q How d i d  you hear  about t h i s ?  3 

A. A s  c l o s e  a s  I can remember, it came t o  Lieutenant  
BROOKS over t h e  company n e t  and he t o l d  us. GI-

Did he y e l l  t o  everybody? Do you remember what 
C'd 

Q 
h i s  words were? " 

A. Not exac t ly .  He s a i d  something t o  t h e  e f f e c t  
t h a t  Captain MEDINA says t h a t  t h a t ' s  enough shoot ing  now. 
W e  have t o  q u i t  now. To me it d i d n ' t  make any sense.  I 
c o u l d n ' t  f i g u r e  o u t  why we had t o  q u i t  r i g h t  now, when MEDINA 
s a i d  w e  were going , to  go r i g h t  through. A l l  I could eve r  
f i g u r e  ou t  was, he f igured  he g o t  away with a s  much as he 
probably thought we - were going t o  g e t  away with , o r  some-
t h i n g  l i k e  t h i s ,  ' cause ,  you know, 'we had a l ready k i l l e d  
q u i t e  a few'people and beings the  o r i g i n a l  o rde r s  were no t  
t o  a c t u a l l y  k i l l  everybody t h e r e  from BARKER--Colonel BARKER'S 
o rde r s  were n o t  to--he d i d n ' t  say go i n  and k i l l  everybody, 
you know. A t  l e a s t  t h a t ' s  the  way t h e  o rde r s  came down t o  
us ,  t h a t  he d i d n ' t  say it. 

Q When you say t h i s ,  a r e  you basing t h i s  on some-
t h i n g  Captain MEDINA s a i d  the  day before? 

. . 
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A. Basing, which p a r t  i s  t h a t ?  

Q You s a i d  ear l ier  t h a t  Captain MEDINA had s a i d  
t h a t  higher  a u t h o r i t y  hadn ' t  e x a c t l y  s a i d  t o  k i l l  everybody 
and you j u s t  now mentioned Colonel BARKER'S name? 

A. Well, Colonel BARKER was one s t e p  up from Captain 
MEDINA. 

- a - W e l l ,  i t ' s  your assumption then  t h a t  t h i s  came 
from Colonel BARKER? 

A. Not t o  k i l l  everybody you mean? 

Right? 

A. You mean t o  j u s t  go through on a r e g u l a r  search  
and des t roy ,  and t a k e  only t h e  enemy, and t o  t h i s  e f f e c t ?  

Q. W e l l ,  when you spoke of h igher  a u t h o r i t y  you 
meant Colonel BARKER? 

A. Right.  

Q. It w a s  your assumption then  t h a t  it w a s  Colonel 
BARKER? You d i d n ' t  a c t u a l l y  know, d i d  you, t h a t  he had 
i ssued  t h e  o rde r s?  

A. I am almost  s u r e  it is.. I mean, he i s sued  t h e  
o rde r s  f o r  t h e  opera t ion  which he g o t ,  no doubt from higher  
up, because he w a s  our  t a s k  f o r c e  l e a d e r .  

Q. Was he  p r e s e n t  a t  t h e  b r i e f i n g ?  

A. N o .  MEDINA went t o  him. 

Q. What information you g o t ,  I t a k e  it, came from 
Captain MEDINA? 

A. Right.  That w a s  t h e  h i g h e s t  any of our  d i r e c t  
information came from. 

I0 : What s p e c i f i c a l l y  d i d  Captain MEDINA say wi th  
r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. On t h e  b r i e f i n g ?  

Q. Yes? 
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A .  Well, l i k e  I a l r eady  s a i d  e a r l i e r - -  

Q- ( In te rpos ing)  I ' d  l i k e  t o  hear  it anyway? 

A .  Right.  He s a i d  i n  t h e r e ,  t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  we 
were t o  go i n t o  t h i s  v i l l a g e ,  and it was a  V i e t  Cong s t rong-  
hold ,  you know, and we a l l  knew it was o u t  of our a r e a  of 
opera t ion .  .And w e  l o s t  a l o t  of c a s u a l t i e s ,  and had a l o t  
of people k i l l e d  j u s t  ac ross  from i t ,  and we never could 
even f i r e  upon t h i s  p lace .  But l i k e  e a r l i e r ,  we would be 
r i g h t  nex t  t o  it, and g e t  s h o t ,  and a l l  we could do was g e t  
up and run. We c o u l d n ' t  even shoot  back because it was ou t  
of our AO. B u t ,  anyhow he s a i d  t h a t  we were t o  go i n  t h e r e ,  
and it was going t o  be a 3-day opera t ion ,  and we were t o  
k i l l  everybody i n  t h e r e  i n  t h i s  opera t ion .  And he says  t h a t  
t h e  orders  a c t u a l l y  come from higher  up, you know, and w e  
a r e  no t  t o  a c t u a l l y  k i l l  everybody, b u t  j u s t  enemy and such 
i n  t h i s  o rde r .  He says  t h a t  we a r e  going t o  destroy--I  
be l i eve  he s a i d ,  a l s o  s a i d  from higher  up, you know t h a t  
des t roying  something about t h e  houses and something, t h a t  
came from higher  up, t o  a  degree of enemy bu i ld ings  and 
o r  enemy bunkers and s t u f f  l i k e  t h i s .  

, 
Also, 'cause t h e  way he pu t  it t o  u s ,  it was 

saying t h a t  t h i s  d e f i n i t e l y  was going t o  be--in o t h e r  words, 
we were going i n  he re  and we were going t o  have a f i g h t ;  i s  
one t h i n g  t h a t  he d i d  claim too ,  which I r e a l l y  d i d n ' t  b r i n g  
ou t  before.  He d i d  make it q u i t e  p l a i n  t h a t  we were t o  run 
i n t o  enemy f o r c e s ,  which t o  my b e l i e f ,  we never d i d  s e e  any, 
o r  r ece ive  any f i r e  t h a t  I ~ Z G Wo f .  T h e  two people t h a t  r a n  
never s h o t  a t  us t h a t  I know o f .  Anyhow, he s a i d  t h a t  w e  
were going t o  go i n  t h e r e  and k i l l  everybody i n  t h i s  v i l l a g e ,  
and i n  t h i s  a r e a ,  and t h e  opera t ion .  And he s a i d ,  t h a t  
t h i s  was our chance, and we were going t o  do it now, t o  g e t  
revenge on a l l  t h e  people we previous ly  l o s t .  

Q- He s a i d  t h a t  i n  j u s t  those  words, huh? 

A .  I n  those  words t o  t h a t  e f f e c t .  Now, I won' t  say 
t h a t  those were h i s  exac t  words, b u t  they d id  mean t h a t  we 
were going t o  g e t  revenge on the--he d i d n ' t  c a l l  them c i v i -  
l i a n s .  I mean, it was known and p r e t t y  we l l  f i g u r e d  t h a t  
these z r e  enemy suppor ters  o r  enemy i n  t h i s  a r e a ,  Anybody 
can see t h a t  when a  bunch of guys w i t h  r i f l e s  run o u t  of 
a  v i l l a g e  and a r e  ca r ry ing  r i c e ,  they know them v i l l a g e r s  
t h a t  a r e  back t h e r e ,  know t h a t  they j u s t  l e f t  with t h e i r  
r i c e .  I t  may be forced  upon t h e s e  v i l l a g e r s ,  now, and t h i s  
is  p o s s i b l e ,  al though I ' v e  seen them before  when I knew it 
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wasn ' t .  W e  chased a s  many as  30 guys o u t  of one l i t t l e  v i l -  
lage  and everybody ran o u t  with weapons and everyth ing  and 
you know t h i s  many--the v i l l a g e r s  j u s t  played dumb and we 
c a n ' t  speak Vietnamese. But, anyhow he s t a t e d  i i ,  those words 
t h a t  we were going t o  g e t  revenge f o r  t h e  r e c e n t  l o s s e s  t h a t  
we had taken - in  t h i s  a r e a  of opera t ions .  

MR MACCRATE: Did he a l s o  make it appear t h a t  anything you 
wanted t o  do t o  the  v i l l a g e r s ,  such as  raping  them o r  o ther -
wise was p e r f e c t l y  a l l  r i g h t ?  

A.  No. This was never s a i d  t o  be a l l  r i g h t  o r  anything
l i k e  t h a t .  You mean, d i d  MEDINA say t h i s  and--

-. 

( In te rpos ing)  Yes ? 
.. -

A. No. He d i d n ' t  t o  my knowledge. H e  d i d n ' t  say f o r  
us t o  go ahead and rape t h e  g i r l s  i f  we wanted t o ,  o r  nothing. 
He never s t i p u l a t e d  d o n ' t  rape them, b u t  he never s a i d  go 
ahead. W e  were t o  k i l l  every th ing  and des t roy  everyth ing  
and t h a t  was it. 

MR WALSH: Could as  many a s  seven rapes  have taken p lace  i n  
t h a t  v i l l a g e  nor th  of t h e  main v i l l a g e  t h a t  you descr ibed?  

A. That would sound l i k e  about t h e  r i g h t  number. I 
th ink  t h a t  would be j u s t  about r i g h t .  

Q. A l l  of t h e  rapes  t h a t  you oberved, were they by 
Negro s o l d i e r s  o r  were t h e r e  white s o l d i e r s  involved a l s o ?  

- .  

A.  I a m  q u i t e  s u r e  t h a t  some were by white  and some 
were by Spanish-American. Severa l  were done by those.  I 
wouldn't  say s e v e r a l ,  bu t  some. I know i n  one i n c i d e n t ,  
t h e r e  was a t  l e a s t  two of them involved i n  t h a t  one. Like 
I say,  I d o n ' t  know e x a c t l y  which one was involved where, 
bu t  I would say t h a t  it was a l l  t h r e e  types  of people.  

MR WEST: id you have a good view of t h i s  i n i t i a l  rape 
i n c i d e n t  t h a t  you describe'?. . .- -

A .  Well, r e l a t i v e l y  good. It was enough t o  make you 
s i c k  and n o t  s t and  t h e r e  and look. You mean--it was 30 f e e t  
away i f  t h a t ' s  what you mean. 

Q. You could see  through t h e  door of t h e  hootch? 
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A.  On Sergeant  HODGES? 

Q Yes. 

A. Yes. I never s tayed there--you could s e e  him 
raping  t h e  g i r l .  H e  g o t  h e r  on t h e  ground and a l l  t h i s ,  bu t  
I never s tayed t h e r e  and watched him f o r  2 o r  3 minutes 
o r  nothing. 

Q. What I was g e t t i n g  a t  was d i d  you have t h e  same 
kind of view of o t h e r  i n c i d e n t s  of rape? 

A .  Yes. There were--maybe n o t  q u i t e  a s  c l o s e ,  I n  
f a c t ,  when HODGES was i n  t h e r e  I even went i n s i d e .  The 
hootch was i n  one p a r t ,  and it went i n t o  another  back p a r t  
almost,  and i t ' s  n o t  r e a l  v i s i b l e  from t h e  o u t s i d e .  But I 
d i d  go i n t o  t h e  f i r s t  p a r t  and I had t o  ask him a ques t ion  
on what we were doing o r  something--I f o r g e t  what t h e  ques-
t i o n  was, b u t  I d id  go t o  t h e  door o r  i n  p a r t  way and I 
could s e e  him p l a i n l y  and I asked him some ques t ion  which 
I r e a l l y  d o n ' t  remember. I t  was something t o  t h e  e f f e c t  of Cl 

our  opera t ions  going through t h e r e .  -3 

MR MACCRATE: What was Lieutenant  BROOKS doing a l l  t h i s  t ime? 
U) 

A .  I n  t h i s  v i l l a g e  t h a t  w e  were i n ?  c'd 

Q. During a l l  t h e s e  rapes?  Was he j u s t  going around 
and p a t t i n g  everyone on t h e  back? 

A.  No. I n  f a c t ,  L ieutenant  BROOKS was a r e a l  good 
man, and t h e s e  r apes  almost had t o  be done behind h i s  back, 
because he was one man t h a t  d i d n ' t  t o l e r a t e  it. 

Q The way you descr ibed  it, it wasn ' t  behind any-
one ' s  back. I t  j u s t  d o e s n ' t  make sense  t o  m e  t h a t  i f  anyone 
was t r y i n g  t o  s t o p  it t h a t  he d i d n ' t  know what was going on? 

A. Well, he re  i s  one th ing .  You c a n ' t  s t o p  it. I 
mean when w e  E i r s t  g o t  over there--I  mean t h e s e  a r e n ' t  t h e  
only rapes.  You guys a l l  know t h a t .  When we f i r s t  g o t  over  
there--I  am s t r i c t l y  a g a i n s t  molest ing any women, o r  g i r l ,  
o r  female sex. I mean i t ' s  n o t  my na tu re  and when we f i r s t  
g o t  over there-- the f i r s t  3 weeks o r  so  we were a t  Q u i  Nhon 
rece iv ing  a l l  our  s t u f f ,  so  it was a month a f t e r ,  be fo re  we 
ever  g o t  i n  t h e  f i e l d ,  and probably another  month l a t e r ,  and 
then  people j u s t  s t a r t e d  raping  g i r l s ,  you know. 
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Q YOU t o l d  us  y o u r s e l f ,  a few minutes ago t h a t  t h e  
order  was passed and then  it a l l  stopped. Why d i d n ' t  Lieute-
nant BROOKS pass  t h e  order  himself i f  he was s o  concerned 
about t h i s  s i t u a t i o n ?  

A. To s t o p  what? 

Q. To s t o p  t h e  raping? 

A. No, t o  s t o p  t h e  k i l l i n g .  The raping  s t i l l  went 
on. 

Q The raping  s t i l l  went on a f t e r  t h e  o rde r?  

A.  Yes. To s t o p  t h e  k i l l i n g ,  b u t  anyhow e a r l i e r ,  
a f t e r  we had been i n  t h e  f i e l d  a month o r  s o ,  and a f t e r  we 
had been over  t h e r e  a couple of months, r ap ing  d i d  s t a r t .  
And being t h a t  I am a g a i n s t  it, and I was t h e  b i g g e s t  guy i n  
t h e  company--ROSCHEVITZ had about 5 o r  6 pounds on me, 
b u t  o t h e r  then  tha t - - I ' ve  lost--from over t h e r e  I ' v e  l o s t  
25 pounds. I l o s t  15 from malar ia ,  and 15 o r  s o  from g e t t i n g  
s h o t ,  and I have gained some back--but anyway I was t h e  big-
g e s t  guy i n  t h e  company and when these  guys f i r s t  s t a r t e d  
raping  t h e  g i r l s - - t h e s e  w e r e  young g i r l s .  Some were 15 and 
1 6  yea r s  o l d  you know, and some were down a s  low a s  13, and 
maybe 12. I ' d  go up t o  a guy, 'cause I am b igger  than  h i m ,  
you know, and say ,  "You leave  t h a t  g i r l  a lone."  Well, t h i s  
goes good f o r  a couple of weeks, and everyday o r  s o ,  I would-
be p u l l i n g  o f f  two o r  t h r e e  guys, and t e l l i n g  them, "You leave  
t h a t  g i r l  a lone ."  Af te r  a couple of weeks of t h i s  I had 
about 5 guys come t o  me and they s a y s ,  "Look RUNNING1'--
everybody goes by l a s t  names--they s a i d ,  "Look B U N N I N G ,  you 
leave  us  alone o r  we a r e  going t o  k i l l  you." 

Now, w h a t  can you do wi th  a f a c t  l i k e  t h i s ?  What 
can Lieutenant  BROOKS do when those  people %re  o u t  t h e r e  
raping.  A l l  t h a t  they g o t  t o  do is  shoot  him. We had a 
p r e t t y  rough bunch i n  t h e  company. Our men were, and what 
can a person do? People th rea tened  t o  w r i t e  back t o  t h e i r  
Congressmen about s t u f f ,  and o t h e r  people would t h r e a t e n  
them, you know. J u s t  about anything. People wanted t o  com-
p l a i n  because our  cond i t ions  were even bad, and they have 
been threa tened t h a t  you d o n ' t  w r i t e  your Congressman nothing.  
You d o n ' t  e v e r  w r i t e  t o  your Congressman, you know. What 
can you r e a l l y  do? I mean, w e ' r e  s e n t  over  t h e r e ,  and no-
body r e a l l y  wants t o  go over t h e r e ,  and h e r e  is a l l  t h i s  
s t u f f  going on. I am a g a i n s t  it a l l .  
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A l l  t h a t  I know t o  d a t e  is  t h a t ,  I k i l l e d  one 
g i r l  over t h e r e  which d e f i n i t e l y  was an enemy, and it was i n  
a n i g h t  opera t ion  when we went o u t  t h e r e .  I n  f a c t ,  we d i d n ' t  
even know what we were shoot ing a t .  M e  and another  guy was 
o u t  t h e r e  and w e  were j u s t  shoot ing  a t  everything t h a t  run  
from us.  I t  was a n i g h t  o p e r a t i o n ,  where nobody i s  allowed 
o u t  a t  n i g h t ,  and they were d e f i n i t e l y  enemy, and t h a t  i s  
t h e  only person I ever  k i l l e d  t h a t  I know o f ,  and I d o n ' t  
shoot my gun over t h e r e ,  o r  my weapon, u n t i l  I have t o .  
When w e  a r e  s h o t  a t  and s t u f f  l i k e  t h i s ,  b u t  when you a r e  
s h o t  a t  you never s e e  where you ' r e  g e t t i n g  s h o t  from. You 
never s e e  them, bu t  what .can  you do when you know , t h a t  t h e s e  
guys a r e  going t o  k i l l  you? Do you p ress  t h e  i s s u e ?  

Lieutenant  BROOKS t r i e d  a t  t h e  very beginning when 
he f i r s t  took over t h e  p la toon,  and he almost stopped rapes  
completely, you know, and I thought he was going t o  be a b l e  
t o  make it and--for q u i t e  awhile I would say t h a t  t h e r e  was 
none of it going on because he was a good man and w e l l ,  you 
c a n ' t  c o n t r o l  everybody a l l  t h e  t ime. You s e t  up your head- 
q u a r t e r s  h e r e ,  and Lieutenant  BROOKS s t a y s  back he re  with 
h i s  headquarters  s e c t i o n  and one squad. The o t h e r  two o r  
t h r e e  squads go o u t  t h e r e  and opera te .  H e  has no c o n t r o l  
over  them. The squad l eader  is  t h e  only one t h a t  has c o n t r o l  
over  them. What they rape  and do ou t  t h e r e  is only among 
t h e  squad. He never even knows what happens, so--there was 
o t h e r  officers--we had one o r  two o t h e r  officers--we even 
had one CO and he  was dead a g a i n s t  it. I mean, h e  s a i d  t h a t  
he  would prosecute  them i f  he  caught anybody raping  and t h i s  
slowed it down a whole bunch, b u t  what can you do? 

I c a n ' t  say whether BROOKS saw o r  d i d  no t  s e e  any- 
body raped dur ing  t h i s  time. But he was a man t h a t  was 
a g a i n s t  it, and he himself never took p a r t  and I know t h a t ,  
o r  a t  l e a s t  I know f o r  a f a c t  t h a t  I never seen him t a k i n g  
p a r t .  And t o  me, he was r e a l l y  a good man, because he t r i e d  
t o  s t o p  it, and I d o n ' t  know why he r e a l l y  s lacked o f f ,  o r  
whether he saw t h a t  it was u s e l e s s ,  o r  whether somebody 
threa tened him, too .  I mean, what a r e  you going t o  do i f  
f i v e  people come up t o  you and say i f  you d o n ' t  do t h i s ,  we 
are  going t o  k i l l  you? What can you do? You c a n ' t  shoot  
them a l l ,  and i f  you do, then  you go t o  j a i l  f o r  t h a t ,  and 
a11 we a r e  over t h e r e  f o r  i s  f o r  1 2  months, and t o  g e t  back 
home. 

MR WEST: I take  it t h a t  Sergeant  HODGES wasn ' t  making any 
e f f o r t  t o  s t o p  i t ?  
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A.  No. He kind of l i k e d  it himsel f .  No, he  wouldn't  
s t o p  it. Then, Sergeant  BUCHANON on t h e  o t h e r  hand--some-
t imes has done it t h a t  I know of--not raped. Stopped it I 
mean. He's never raped t h a t  I ' v e  seen myself o r  kllow o f ,  
b u t  he wasn ' t  a man t h a t  w a s  a l l  f o r  it, and I ' v e  seen him 
a t  t imes s t o p  men, and a t  o the r  t imes I 've seen him l e t  
them go ahead. 

Q Do you remember see ing  a rape i n c i d e n t  involving 
a man named TORRES and another  man named Joe T .  JOLLY? This  
was supposed t o  have happened i n  t h i s  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  2d Platoon 
area .  

A .  It c o u l d n ' t  have happened he re .  There was no 
time down i n  he re  t h a t  I know o f .  (Po in t ing  t o  t h e  a e r i a l  
photograph, of My Lai  ( 4 )  TORRES i s  another  Spanish-American 
and he may have even been one of them i n  t h a t  t h r e e .  I d o n ' t  
know. I t ' s  poss ib le .  

Q Joe T .  JOLLY,  a s  I remember i s  t h e  FO? 

A. Yes. The mortar FO. 

Q. You knew _him? 

A. To a degree.  Right.  

Q. Do you remember see ing  him involved i n  a rape? 

A.  I c a n ' t  d e f i n i t e l y  say i n  t h i s  v i l l a g e ,  I d id .  
No. I n  f a c t ,  even o u t  of t h i s  v i l l a g e ,  I never had a l o t  of 
c o n t a c t  wi th  him, because he s t a y s  wi th  headquar ters  again.  

Q. Now, we've gone over  t h e  rape  i n c i d e n t s  p r e t t y  
wel l .  L e t ' s  go back t o  t h e  p o i n t  where Lieutenant  BROOKS 
rece ived  t h e  o r d e r s  t o  s t o p  t h e  k i l l i n g .  Could you d e s c r i b e  
what happened a f t e r  t h a t  wi th  t h e  platoon? 

A .  Afte r  t h a t ,  we  were halfway through t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q. . T h i s  w a s  Binh Tay? 

. A. Right. We were about halfway through it, so  we 
j u s t  continued through it and w e  d i d n ' t  k i l l  anybody e l s e  
then  and--I d o n ' t  even know. There may have been one o r  two 
people k i l l e d .  I know t h a t  one person went down a bunker 
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and wouldn't  come o u t  and somebody threw a grenade i n ,  so 1 
d o n ' t  know what happened t o  him when somebody threw a gre-
nade. A bunker, they  cons ider  t h e i r  l i t t l e  bomb s h e l t e r .  I 
d o n ' t  know i f  it i s  t h e  proper word f o r  it o r  no t .  What 
they  a c t u a l l y  a r e  is  bomb s h e l t e r s .  They a r e  n o t  a f o r t i f i e d  
bunker p o s i t i o n .  

Q Not a f i g h t i n g  bunker p o s i t i o n ?  

A .  No. Right.  They a r e  bomb s h e l t e r s  and then run 
i n  t h e r e  f o r  p r o t e c t i o n  and--anyhow, we j u s t  continued through 
t h e  v i l l a g e  and g o t  a l l  t h e  people t o g e t h e r ,  who came back 
t o  t h e  f r o n t  p a r t  of t h e  v i l l a g e  heading through My Lai  ( 4 ) .  

a - The south p a r t  of t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A, Right.  There a t  t h a t  t ime we had somewhere around 
30  o r  more people grouped t o g e t h e r ,  and a s  I r e c a l l  it BROOKS 
c a l l e d  back up MEDINA aga in ,  and confirmed f o r  us t o  come 
back over h e r e  and w e  turned those  people loose  and w e  went 
back over t h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g  on Exhibi t  P-1) . 
Q A problem we've had is  t r y i n g  t o  determine j u s t
where t h e  p la toon went a f t e r  i t  moved back t o  south from Binh 
Tay and whether you went i n t o  My L a i  ( 4 )  again? 

A. A s  I r e c a l l  it, t h e  only poss ib le  p lace  we could 
have been i n  r i g h t  h e r e ,  back i n  t h a t  p o s i t i o n  being--

Q * ( In te rpos ing)  I n d i c a t i n g  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  corner  of  
My Lai  ( 4 )  ? 

A .  Right.  Being due t o  t h e  f a c t  he re  t h a t  I remember 
e a t i n g  lunch r i g h t  nex t  t o  a hootch burning,  wi th  dead bodies  
i n  it, and I d o n ' t  t n i n k - - i t ' s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h a t  could have 
taken p lace  be fo re  we went o u t  he re  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  
t h ink  it d i d ,  b u t  it i s  p o s s i b l e ,  s o  I c a n ' t  r e a l l y  s t i p u l a t e  
t h a t .  To my knowledge I would almost s t a t e  t h a t  we went 
back t o  t h i s  corner  aga in  and a t e  lunch t h e r e .  

Q. We've had testimony t h a t  you d i d  e a t  lunch back 
a t  My Lai  ( 4 )  someplace. 

A .  I t  would be t h i s  corner  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  . I c a n ' t  
remember i f  we a t e  lunch b e f o r e  o r  a f t e r  w e  came back, b u t  
I do know that t h e  hootches were burning and we d i d n ' t  s e t  
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them on f i r e .  So it would have t o  be when we came back, 
'cause it w a s  a p r e t t y  good smel l  of t h e  bodies  burning up. 

MR WEST: W e  w i l l  have a s h o r t  r ecess .  

(The hea r ing  recessed  a t  1208 hours ,  16 January 1970.) 

(The hea r ing  reconvened a t  1217 hours ,  16 January 1970.) 

MR WEST: The fol lowing persons a r e  present :  MR WEST, 
MAJ ZYCHOWSKI, and MAJ COOP. 

M r .  BUNNING, you a r e  reminded you a r e  s t i l l  
under oa th .  

A.  Y e s ,  sir.  

MR WEST: Your r e c o l l e c t i o n  is  t h a t  you a t e  lunch about on 
t h e  n o r t h e a s t  co rne r  of My La i  ( 4 )  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  . 
A. I know w e  a t e  lunch t h e r e  and whether it was 
before  o r  a f t e r ,  I a m  not  s u r e  o f .  

Q Did you move t o  t h e  south  a t  a l l  and down i n  
perhaps t h e  1st Platoon a r e a  o r  anywhere i n  t h a t  a rea?  

A. No. When I a t e  lunch I was s t i l l  completely over  
here  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  which would be on t h e  nor th  of t h e  western 
end of it and w e  never moved. I w a s  never once i n  t h e  1st  
Pla toon ' s  a rea .  W e  never moved through it, even when we 
moved ou t .  

Q- When t h e  p la toon came back from Binh Tay, d i d  you 
do anymore o r  d i d  t h e  platoon go through anymore of My Lai  
( 4 ) ?  

A.  A s  f a r  a s  I can remember we came r i g h t  back on 
t h e  t r a i l  and walked r i g h t  t o  t h e  corner  of t h i s  t h i n g  
( i n d i c a t i n g )  . 
Q- Did you s e t  up a per imeter?  

A.  Right.  We set up a per imeter  guard r i g h t  h e r e  
( i n d i c a t i n g )  on t h e  end. I b e l i e v e  we was he re  and another  
p la toon was here .  Most l i k e l y  t h e  3d Platoon was back a t  
t h e  r e a r  o r  t h e  back h a l f  of t h e  per imeter .  

Q Were you v i s i t e d  a t  My Lai ( 4 )  t h a t  morning by 
any o f f i c e r s  of t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  o r  t h e  br igade  o r  t h e  d i v i s i o n ?  
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A. Out i n  t h e  f i e l d ?  

Q. Yes? Did you see  any v i s i t i n g  o f f i c e r s  t h a t  
morning a t  a l l ?  

A .  No. Not t h a t  I can remember. I b e l i e v e  t h e r e  
was some i n  t h e  a i r ,  b u t  none on t h e  ground t h a t  I know of. 

Q. When you say  i n  t h e  a i r ,  do you mean i n  h e l i -
copters?  

A .  Right. I t  would have t o  be a h e l i c o p t e r  because 
I d o n ' t  remember any smal l  planes on t h i s  one. 

Q - Did you know Colonel BEERS, Lieutenant  Colonel 
BEERS who was t h e  commander of t h e  1/20, the  b a t t a l i o n  com-
mander? 

A. I have met wi th  him, b u t  I d o n ' t  know--

Q ( In terpos ing)  You know him when you s e e  him? 

A. I d id  then ,  b u t  I cou ldn ' t  swear t h a t  I could 
recognize him now. 

Q. I understand. You knew him by s i g h t .  Did you 
s e e  him t h e r e  t h a t  day o r  the  day fol lowing? 

A. No. Well, t h a t ' s  r e a l l y  hard t o  remember. H e  
has  landed i n  the  f i e l d  s e v e r a l  t i m e s .  I d o n ' t  d e f i n i t e l y  
r e c a l l  t h a t  he did land on t h i s  opera t ion ,  and 1 c a n ' t  say  
t h a t  he  d i d n ' t  land,  b u t  I d o n l t . r e c a l l  see ing him. 

Q But, you have seen him land be fo re  and v i s i t  
c h a r l i e  Company? 

A .  He d o e s n ' t  v i s i t  Char l ie  Company because Char l i e  
Company doesn ' t  l i k e  him. H e  v i s i t s  t h e  CO, MEDINA o r  who-
ever  t h e  CO i s ,  and t e l l s  him about our opera t ion  o r d e r s ,  
because f o r  some reason o r  another--

Q. ( In terpos ing)  Did t h i s  happen dur ing t h e  t i m e  
t h a t  Char l ie  Company was with Task Force Barker? 

A. You mean t h a t  we did  not  l i k e  him? 

Q. No. When he  came t o  v i s i t ,  was t h i s  dur ing  t h e  
t ime when t h e  company was with Task Force Barker? 
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A .  I d o n ' t  t h ink  s o  because, we were n o t  under h i s  
d i r e c t  c o n t r o l  anymore, and I d o n ' t  t h ink  he d id .  

Q. You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  him appearing t h a t  time? 

A .  No. 

Q. Do you r e c a l l  what Char l i e  Company d i d  f o r  t h e  
r e s t  of t h a t  day, t h e  16th? 

A .  W e l l ,  a s  I remember we moved--that's west? 

Q. East? 

A .  W e  moved e a s t  and a s  f a r  a s  I know w e  j u s t  moved 
ou t  h e r e  s e v e r a l  hundred meters and set up. I d o n ' t  remem-
ber  going through any more v i l l a g e s .  I know t h e r e  was no 
more k i l l i n g s  o r  any of t h i s ,  b u t  w e  moved s e v e r a l  hundred 
meters e a s t  and poss ib ly  even south.  I might recognize it 
on a b igger  map? 

MR WEST: Let  t h e  record i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e  wi tness  is  
examining Exh ib i t  MAP-4. 

A .  1 b e l i e v e  t h a t  it would be almost d i r e c t l y  e a s t .  

Q. W e  have had evidence t h a t  t h e  company moved t o  
t h e  e a s t  and joined up wi th  Bravo a t  t h e  4/3 and laagered  
f o r  t h e  n i g h t  around t h e  graveyard? 

A .  Right. 

Q. Does t h a t  f i t  i n t o  your r e c o l l e c t i o n ?  

A. Y e s ,  b u t  I c a n ' t  remember f o r  s u r e  whether w e  d i d .  
have them on our  perimeter  o r  not .  I c a n ' t  say f o r  s u r e  i f  
w e  d id  o r  not .  You know when you s e t  up a per imeter ,  you 
make a pretty b i g  perimeter  a s  it is ,  b u t  it was i n  a grave-
yard and looking i n  t h e  map I am q u i t e  s u r e  it was t o  t h e  
e a s t  and maybe t o  t h e  south j u s t  a l i t t l e  b i t .  It was i n  
t h a t  d i r e c t i o n .  

Q. That af ternoon o r  t h a t  evening, d i d  you s e e  any 
~ a t i o n a l  Pol ice?  

A.  Yes. W e  had--what's considered National  Pol ice .  
We had Vietnamese s o l d i e r  i n t e r p r e t e r s ,  and we had somebody 
t h a t  was popular  fo rce .  I d o n ' t  know i f  you c a l l  them 
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t h e  Nat ional  Po l i ce  o r  n o t ,  b u t  they  were Popular Force.  We 
had one o r  two of them wi th  us .  Afterwards,  they  were--well, 
we took men and he ld  them i n  t h e  form of c a p t i v e  t o  become 
our p o i n t  men and a s  I remember--being a s  I walked p o i n t  I 
was i n  charge of one, see, and I had t o  shove t h i s  guy o u t  ' 
i n  f r o n t  of .me.  A s  I r e c a l l  they t o l d  me t o  make s u r e  t h a t  
t h i s  Vietnamese s o l d i e r  d i d  n o t  g e t  t o  him because he  would 
k i l l  him--that he would k i l l  t h e  guy we had, see .  A t  one 
p lace ,  o r  one t i m e  I seen h i m  and one of them walk up t o  one 
of t h e  o t h e r  ones,  and was t a l k i n g  t o  him and g o t  q u i t e  mad 
and had t o  be almost l i t e r a l l y  sepa ra ted ,  so  t h a t  he wouldn't  
b e a t  t h i s  guy up. They can t a l k  t h e i r  language, and they  
s t a r t  asking them informat ion ,  and we d o n ' t  know what they  
a r e  saying o r  nothing,  b u t  by bea t ing  them, they g e t  a l i t t l e  
mare information and what they want so  we--we d i d  have--I 
d o n ' t  know whether they were p o l i c e  o r  Popular Forces o r  
what they were, b u t  we had s e v e r a l  d i f f e r e n t  kinds wi th  us ,  
b u t  we d i d  have--whether it was t h a t  n i g h t  o r  t h e  next  day 
I c a n ' t  remember f o r  s u r e ,  b u t  we d i d  have them t h e r e .  

Q Did you s e e  any of t h e  p r i soners  k i l l e d  by any of 
t h e s e  men? Did you see  t h a t  o r  hear  about? 

A. One of t h e  p r i s o n e r s  k i l l e d  by a South Vietnamese 
s o l d i e r ?  

Q. Yes? National  P o l i c e ,  o r  Popular Force,  o r  what? 

A. No. I d i d n ' t .  We wouldn ' t  l e t  him g e t  near  ours  
because he  might do it. 

Q You never heard t h i s ?  

A. No, no t  t h a t  he k i l l e d  one. 

Q. Along i n  t h e  af te rnoon,  d i d  you s e e  any v i s i t i n g
o f f i c e r s  from Task Force Barker? 

A. I c a n ' t  r e a l l y  s a y ,whether I d i d  o r  d i d n ' t .  I t ' s  
poss ib le .  

Q Did you know Captain KOTOUC? He was t h e  S2  of Task 
Force Barker? 

A. I d i d  n o t  know him. H i s  name i s  f a m i l i a r ,  b u t  I 
don' t know him. 
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Q - Do you r e c a l l  t h e  even t s  of t h e  next  2 days; 
t h e  17th  and 18th?  

A. Mostly t h e  next  day when we moved almost  t o  t h e  
south  and, I b e l i e v e  a l i t t l e  b i t  eastward. There was some 
b i g  water o u t  t h e r e  and it was q u i t e  wide. W e  moved from 
t h e r e  t o  h e r e ,  and through t h e s e  next  v i l l a g e s  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) ,  
and t h e r e  wasn ' t  anybody i n  them. There wasn ' t  even anybody 
i n  t h e r e ,  o r  any animals,  o r  anything s o  w e  went from--we 
overnighted and went up t o  he re ,  t o  t h e  water  and sometime 
during while  we were h e r e  o r  going t o  he re  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  
Lieutenant  CALLEY took h i s  p la toon over  t o  one of t h e  h i l l s  
i n  t h e  a r e a  t o  see i f  w e  could have an overn igh t  p o s i t i o n  
on it. And a l l  I know i s  they went up one way and came down 
t h e  wrong way because they ran  i n t o  a mine coming down and 
t h a t  i s  j u s t  what I heard.  

Q. How about t h e  l i t t l e  v i l l a g e s  t h a t  you went 
through? Anthing happen t o  them? 

A. W e l l ,  w e  burned them a s  w e  went through them. 
They were a l l  burned, wherever we went through. 

Q. Is t h a t  where you s p e n t  t h e  n igh t?  

A. A s  I r e c a l l  w e  went t o  t h e  water and almost back 
t racked.  There was some t a l k  t h a t  we were going t o  spend it 
i n  t h e  same p o s i t i o n ,  and I' d o n ' t  swear t h a t  we d i d n ' t .  I t  
should be logged i n  t h e  army book. A l l - of our  p o s i t i o n s  a r e .  
I know we d i d  go q u i t e  a ways back i n  t h e  same d i r e c t i o n .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  what happened t h e  n e x t  day? 

A. The nex t  day t h e  main t h i n g  we d i d  w a s  t o  walk o u t  
and g e t  picked up and I r e c a l l  a s  we walked o u t  i n  my squad 
we l o s t  two guys from one mine which was GONZALEZ and TREVINO. 
They d i d n ' t  d i e  t o  my knowledge, b u t  they  w a s  j u s t  wounded. 

Q - They w e r e  medevac'd o u t  I t a k e  i t ?  

A. Right.  

Q Now, when you w e r e  l i f t e d  ou t  by h e l i c o p t e r ,  where 
were you taken? 

A.  I b e l i e v e  it was back t o  ~ o t t i e .  I mean, w e  g e t  
picked up and taken s o  many t imes.  I b e l i e v e  it was ~ o t t i e .  
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We were t h e r e  n o t  more then a day, and we went back ou t  i n  
t h e  f i e l d ,  and I g o t  malar ia  t h e  next  day while  we was i n  
t h e  f i e l d .  

Q Do you remember whether,  when you g o t  o u t  of t h e  
h e l i c o p t e r  a t  Landing Zone Dottie--you and o t h e r ,  were you 
met by a co lonel  who t a l k e d  t o  you b r i e f l y  about what hap-
pened a t  My Lai  ( 4 ) ?  Do you remember anything l i k e  t h a t ?  

A. We were met by somebody. There always i s  on an 
opera t ion  l i k e  t h i s ,  b u t  he d i d n ' t  t a l k  t o  us. H e  may have 
t a l k e d  t o  MEDINA and t h e  uppers but  I d i d n ' t  t a l k  t o  him o r  
know t h a t  he was m i l l i n g  among t h e  people. 

Q. We've had evidence t h a t  t h e  br igade commander, 
Colonel HENDERSON, g o t  t h e  men toge the r  i n  a group when they  
came back and asked them some ques t ions  about what had hap-
pened t h a t  morning i n  My Lai  ( 4 ) .  Were you p r e s e n t  a t  such 
a group? 

A.  Not t h a t  I can remember. I mean, I ' m  n o t  saying 
I wasn ' t  because it could have even been a company formation. 

Q No. This  was a group of men coming back. 

A. I d o n ' t  remember t a l k i n g  t o  anybody. 

Q. Did you ever  know t h a t  t h e r e  was an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
about what happened a t  Ny Lai  ( 4 )  t h a t  r~mrning? 9 

A. Yes. I heard about it, b u t  it was mostly rumors 
because on t h e  20th,  I went t o  t h e  h o s p i t a l  with malar ia  and 
d i d n ' t  come back f o r  a month. That was j u s t  2 days a f t e r  
w e  completed t h e  opera t ion  and t o  t h e  e f f e c t  of anybody 
coming around and t a l k i n g  t o  anybody, I wasn ' t  r e a l l y  a v a i l a b l e .  

Q Captain MEDINA t o l d  u s  t h a t  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h e  
opera t ion ,  on 1 6  March, he c a l l e d  t h e  company toge the r  and 
t o l d  them t h e r e  was an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  going on, and t h a t  whi le  
it was going on they  should n o t  t a l k  about what happened a t  
My Lai  ( 4 ) ?  

A. I was p resen t .  So, t h a t  would have t o  be t h e  
18 th ,  o r  t h e  19 th ,  o r  even t h e  20th,  because I b e l i e v e  t h e  
morning of t h e  20th is when w e  l e f t  f o r  t h e  f i e l d .  
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Q But,  t h i s  was a f t e r  you g o t  back from t h e  f i e l d  
o r  could have t h i s  been before  when MEDINA t a l k e d  t o  t h e  
company? 

A .  I t  could even have been before--I  d o n ' t  t h i n k  i t ' s  
poss ib le ,  because we had a h a l f  way formation o r  a meeting 
t h e r e ,  be fo re  we were l i f t e d  o u t ,  and I remember him saying 
something--in f a c t ,  I am n o t  s u r e  he was address ing  t h e  
company o r  a few, b u t  I remember him t a l k i n g ,  and saying 
something a t  t h e  LZ,  where we was g e t t i n g  picked up. 

Q We've had one wi tness  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  he assembled t h e  
company i n  t h e  f i e l d  and t o l d  them about t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  
Most of t h e  wi tnesses  s a i d  t h a t  t h i s  took p l a c e  a t  Landing 
Zone D o t t i e ,  b u t  they  a r e  not  s u r e .  

A .  I b e l i e v e  it took p lace  a t  D o t t i e ,  b u t  I c a n ' t  
say f o r  s u r e  one way o r  t h e  o t h e r .  

Q You t h i n k  hard and see i f  you can remember what 
he t o l d  t h e  company? 

The hea r ing  w i l l  be recessed .  

(The hea r ing  recessed  a t  1235 hours ,  16 January 1970.) 

(The hea r ing  reconvened a t  1236 hours ,  1 6  January 1 9 7 0 . )  

MR WEST: The hea r ing  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR : A l l  p r e s e n t  when t h e  hea r ing  recessed  a r e  again  
p resen t .  

You a r e  reminded t h a t  you are s t i l l  under oa th .  

A .  Excuse me? 

RCDR : You are reminded t h a t  you a r e  s t i l l  under oath.  

A .  Oh, r i g h t .  

MR WEST: I had asked you M r .  BUNNING i f  you could r e c a l l  
as b e s t  you can what Captain MEDINA . t o l d  t h e  company? 
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A .  Right ,  t h e  b r i e f i n g  a s  f a r  a s  I can remember ,, 
was a t  D o t t i e  was no t  a  r e a l  lengthy one, bu t  it was l i k e  
an informal b r i e f i n g .  He d id  say i n  e f f e c t  t h a t  t h e r e  would 
be some type of i n v e s t i g a t i o n  probably,  J u s t  l i k e  you 
s t a t e d  a  minute ago, he s a i d  t h a t  we weren ' t  supposed t o  say 
t o o  much i f  anybody asked ques t ions  t o  kind of pu t  it down, 
t o  t h i s  e f f e c t ,  from what he was t e l l i n g  us .  I n  o t h e r  words, 
t h e  l e s s  w e  t e l l  them and t h e  l e s s  s a i d  the  b e t t e r  o f f  every-
body is.  

Q- Afterwards d i d  anybody ever  t a l k  t o  you and ask 
you any ques t ions  about i t ?  

A .  No, l i k e  I say ,  I was i n  t h e  h o s p i t a l  f o r  30 days 
r i g h t  a f t e r  and t o  my knowledge, from what I asked o t h e r  
guys when I go t  back from t h e  hospital--from what they had 
s a i d  t h e r e  was an informal  type of  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  and some-
body d id  ask some people some ques t ions  and t h e r e  was no-
body d e f i n i t e l y  saying,  "Well they asked me ques t ions  and I 
t o l d  them t h i s " .  I was j u s t  concerned a l i t t l e  b i t  about 
what d id  come of it, b u t  from what they s a i d ,  nothing d i d  
come of it. 

Q. Are you s u r e  t h a t  someone t o l d  you t h a t  somebody 
asked him ques t ions?  I ask t h i s  because up t o  now w e  have 
n o t  been a b l e  t o  f i n d  anybody i n  t h e  company who was asked 
any ques t ions  by anybody about what happened a t  My Lai  ( 4 ) .  

A.  Like I s a y ,  i t ' s  p o s s i b l e ,  and i t ' s  p o s s i b l e  t o o  
t h a t  a guy who was asked ques t ions  d o e s n ' t  want t o  admit it. 
I know I wasn ' t  t h e r e ,  l i k e  I say ,  when I came back, nobody 
t h a t  I t a lked  t o  s a i d  t h a t  he was asked ques t ions .  H e  s a i d  
t h a t  t h e r e  was an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and t h i s  was a l l  I g o t  and 
I d i d n ' t  t a l k  t o  b u t  two o r  t h r e e  guys. You have your own 
few, your own l i t t l e  group, s o  i t ' s  poss ib le  t h a t  t h e r e  r e a l l y  
never was an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  e i t h e r  formal o r  informal  where 
they d i d  ask t h e  people.  

Q. Apart from t h i s  d id  anyone ever  t e l l  you t o  keep 
q u i e t  about what happened a t  My La i  ( 4 ) ?  

A. Other than  t h i s  p o s s i b l e  formation? 

Q. Other than t h e  b r i e f i n g  by Captain MEDINA? 

A.  No, no t  t h a t  I know of .  
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Q I want t o  ask you some genera l  ques t ions ,  i f  I 
may M r .  BUNNING. What was t h e  a t t i t u d e  of t h e  men of Char l i e  
company towards t h e  Vietnamese people. Now, i n  a way you've 
given some information on t h i s .  T e l l i n g  how some of t h e  
men t r e a t e d  t h e  Vietnamese women i n  t h e  v i l l a g e s  t h a t  you 
came t o ,  b u t  i n  genera l  how did  t h e  men of Char l i e  Company 
f e e l  toward t h e  Vietnamese? Did they l i k e  them o r  d i s l i k e  
them? 

A. W e l l ,  i n  my opinion most of them d i d n ' t  want t o  
be t h e r e  i n  t h e  f i r s t  p l ace  and a f t e r  see ing  t h e i r  buddies 
g e t  knocked down, and a l l  t h i s ,  very few of them had any l i k e  
o r  d e s i r e  f o r  them a t  a l l .  And then t h e r e  was a few, we had--
which most people always cussed,  which is  considered t h e  
hippy c l a s s  and t h a t ' s  t h e  only p l a c e  I ever  seen  a hippy 
i n  t h e  good, because a hippy i s  s t i l l  a non-violent man over  
t h e r e  too ,  a hippy. I myself have noth ing  t o  do with t h e  
h i p p i e s ,  b u t  t h a t  i s  one t h i n g  t h a t  I d i d  n o t i c e  over  t h e r e ,  
t h a t  t h e  people who were pu t  i n  t h e  hippy c l a s s .  There t h e  
guys t h a t  g o t  a l l  t h e  long h a i r ,  and a l l  t h i s  k ind  of s t u f f ,  
genera l ized  i n t o  t h e  hippy c l a s s .  Most of them were p r e t t y  
we l l  peace-loving people.  They weren ' t  v i o l e n t ,  w e l l ,  I can 
remember one guy. I know I could recognize h i s  name on t h e  
l ist ,  it s t a r t s  wi th  a D .  Anyway he was from t h e s e  people 
and when w e  went i n t o  a v i l l a g e  t h i s  man would go i n  and 
set down r i g h t  wi th  t h e  people.  Everybody e l s e  would be 
going through t e a r i n g  everyth ing  a p a r t ,  and t h i s  guy wasn ' t  
f o r  t h i s  s t u f f ,  and he would go i n ,  and he  would s i t  down, 
and he would t r y  t o  communicate wi th  t h e s e  v i l l a g e r s ,  and 
be f r i e n d l y ,  and t h e r e  were s e v e r a l  o t h e r  ones. 

I even d i d  i t , t o  a c e r t a i n  degree,  and mainly n o t  
t o  be f r i e n d l y ,  o r  anything,  j u s t  t o  l e a r n  t h e i r  ways, t o  
see what they w e r e  doing, and how they do everything.  
Because i n  c e r t a i n  ways they  were f r i e n d l y  and they  would 
show you how they  g r ind  t h e i r  r i c e ,  and how everyth ing  work-
ed ,  and t h e y  would be q u i t e  n i c e ,  b u t  t h i s  d o e s n ' t  l a s t  long. 
Not when you g o t  f o u r  o r  f i v e  guys be ing  f r i e n d l y ,  and t a l k -
i n g  i n  four  o r  f i v e  d i f f e r e n t  hootches,  and h e r e  on t h e  
o t h e r  s i d e ,  you've go t  t h e s e  r e a l  aggress ive  guys t h a t  a r e  
bea t ing  guys t r y i n g  t o  ques t ion  them, and guys a r e  raping  
women and s t u f f  l i k e  t h i s .  You c a n ' t  be n i c e  and bad and 
s t i l l  come o u t  on top.  The bad i s  always going t o  o v e r r i d e  
the n i c e ,  no m a t t e r  how n i c e  you a r e .  A l i t t l e  b i t  of bad 
is  a l l  it takes .  I would say  g e n e r a l l y  t h a t  more of t h e  
people,  m o s t  of them i n  our  company, had no good f o r  Viet-
namese. The f a c t  is some of them considered--they d i d n ' t  
even cons ider  them human, a lmost .  
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Q - That was one t h i n g  t h a t  I was t r y i n g  t o  f i g u r e  
o u t .  

A. That i s  n o t  a  ma jo r i ty  t h a t  d o e s n ' t  cons ider  
them human. I n  my opinion t h a t  would be a  minor i ty ,  b u t  then  
it breaks t o  where t h e  people--that the  Vietnamese a r e  no 
good t o  them because,  w e l l ,  any man t h a t  goes over t h e r e ,  
l i k e  most of them, t h e r e  p u t  over  t h e r e .  Very few of them 
ask t o  go over t h e r e  and you've g o t  one t h i n g  on your mind 
and t h a t ' s  t o  g e t  back home. You've g o t  1 2  months and you ' r e  
home. You've g o t  t o  l i v e  f o r  12 months and t h a t ' s  it. You 
g o t  t o  l i v e  f o r  12 months o r  g e t  a  n i c e  wound. Most people-- 
you consider  yourse l f  genera l ly  f i r s t  and so  yourse l f  i s  
worth more than o t h e r  peop le ' s  l i v e s ,  you th ink .  I would 
r a t h e r  see  a  Vietnamese d i e  than  me d i e  i f  I had t o  make 
a  choice,  although it i s  a poor choice t o  make b u t  human 
na tu re ,  nobody wants t o  d i e  o r  be k i l l e d .  

Q - Let  me ask you t h e  ques t ion  i n  another  way? You 
say  t h a t  some of t h e  members i n  t h e  company considered t h e  0.4 
k i l l i n g  of Vietnamese j u s t  n o t  t h e  same a s  k i l l i n g  an W 
American. It  wasn ' t  a s  bad a s  k i l l i n g  an American. 

A. I would say ,  yes ,  t o  t h a t  degree.  I d i d n ' t  s e e  it a 
over ly  shown, t h a t  t h e  Vietnamese were p l a i n  noth ing ,  b u t  it 04 
w a s  t h e r e ,  and some considered them t h a t  way a s  p l a i n  noth- 
ing.  K i l l i n g  a  Vietnamese was j u s t  k i l l i n g  an o l d  dog o r  
something. 

Q. I n  o t h e r  words perhaps a  man t h a t  was back home 
who wouldn't  be a b l e  t o  k i l l  an American could k i l l - -  

A. ( In te rpos ing)  Yeah, b u t  s t i l l  any person-- just  
l i k e  when I k i l l e d  t h a t  g i r l .  I 'd been over  t h e r e  q u i t e  
awhile before  I k i l l e d  h e r ,  and she  is  t h e  only one t h a t  
I knew I k i l l e d .  Because t h e r e  was one guy on one s i d e  of 
t h e  hootch shoot ing and I was on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e .  And it 
w a s  p i t c h  dark and I saw an o b j e c t  running and we were hol-
l e r i n g  " h a l t , "  "dung l a i n  and a l l  t h i s  kind of s t u f f .  And 
w e  could even hear  a r a d i o  be fo re  we g o t  t h e r e  and sounded 
Pike they  were t r a n s m i t t i n g  messages and everyth ing ,  and 
t o  begin wi th  a t  n i g h t  t h e r e  is supposed t o  be no movement 
o u t  t h e r e  a t  a l l ,  i n  t h e s e  f r e e - f i r e  zones. Anything o u t  
t h e r e  i s  f r e e  game, b u t  we came i n  on t h i s  hootch and almost 
had it surrounded and on them, except t h a t  one guy bumped 
i n t o  a water trough o r  something i n s i d e  t h e r e ,  and it made 
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. a l i t t l e  b i t  of no i se ,  and t h i s  g i r l  came walking o u t  t o  us .  
I was p o i n t  and a s  soon a s  I saw her  coming, everybody was 
o u t  and it was p i t c h  dark ,  and she  came ou t  of a l i t t l e  
room walking t o  u s ,  and it was p i t c h  dark ,  and you could s e e  
h e r  and she  c o u l d n ' t  s e e  us.  She go t  t h a t  c l o s e  t o  me--with- 
i n  2 f e e t  of me. I could have reached o u t  and touched h e r ,  
and she g o t  ou t  t h e r e ,  and everybody was on t h e  ground, and 
she  w a s  s tanding  o u t  t h e r e  looking over  t h e  top  of us ,  and 
she  s t a r t i n g  t a l k i n g  Vietnamese, and she t a l k e d  f o r  maybe 15 
o r  2 0  seconds.  I t  seemed l i k e  a long time--not too  long, 
b u t  she s a i d  q u i t e  a few words, and a l l  of sudden you could 
j u s t  s e e  i t ,  because I could s e e  it. I was twis t ed  l i k e  
t h i s .  Her f a c e  wasn ' t  3 f e e t  away from me, ha rd ly .  We 
weren ' t  r e a l l y  lay ing .  W e  were i n  a r e a l  low s q u a t t i n g  p l a c e  
where w e  could s t i l l  move i f  necessary ,  and a l l  t h e  time I 
had t h e  gun poin ted  on h e r ,  because I d i d n ' t  know what she  
was going t o  do. 

But anyhow, a l l  of sudden she  j u s t  f r o z e ,  and she 
sensed t h a t  something was wrong, apd she  j u s t  turned  and ran  
and I wasn ' t  quick enough. I' c o u l d n ' t  grab  h e r  and knock 
h e r  down. She r a n  r i g h t  i n t o  t h e  hootch which was only 50 
f e e t  away from u s ,  s i r ,  75 a t  t h e  most. I t  w a s n ' t  very f a r ,  
w e  were r i g h t  on it almost ,  and she  r a n  r i g h t  i n t o  it j u s t  
screaming and h o l l e r i n g  and through t h e  s i d e s  of  t h i s  you 
could see  t h e s e  men jumping up,  and you could s e e  t h a t  t h e s e  
were young men, a c t i v e ,  and they  jumped up, and everyth ing ,  
r a n  ou t  t h e  back. Well, I r a n  t o  t h e  r i g h t ,  and came around 
t o  t h e  l e f t ,  and when w e  g o t  back ou t  t h e r e  we j u s t  s t a r t e d  
shoot ing ,  and I saw an o b j e c t  up t h e r e .  I t  was p i t c h  dark.  
It wasn ' t  b u t  4 0  o r  50 f e e t  away from me, and you could s e e  
something moving, and I j u s t  went l i k e  t h a t  twice ,  and I 
d o n ' t  know even which t i m e  I g o t  h e r e ,  when I h i t  he r .  I 
d i d n ' t  even know it was a female a t  t h e  t i m e .  We j u s t  s a w  
somebody running o u t  of t h e r e  t h a t  w e  d e f i n i t e l y  knew was 
enemy, and s o  then  w e  turned on our  f l a s h l i g h t s  a f t e r  t h a t .  

Meantime, I w a s  back a t  t h e  beginning wi th  MCBREEN. 
He w a s  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  t h e  r e d  l e n s  o u t  of t h e  f l a s h l i g h t ,  t o  
g e t  t h e  white  l e n s  i n ,  because w e  had t h e  r ed  l e n s  t o  read 
our  map t o  g e t  o u t  where w e  were headed f o r  and a red  l e n s  
d o e s n ' t  do t o o  good when you ' r e  t r y i n g  t o  s h i n e  it on some-
body. He d i d n ' t  g e t  h i s  l i g h t  on u n t i l  a f t e r  t h e  shoot ing  
was r e a l l y  done. And t h e  rest of them a l l  g o t  o u t  i n  a 
l i t t i e  tunne l  o u t  i n  t h e  back underneath t h e  hedgerow. This  
whole house--we walked around it one and a h a l f  t imes  before  
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we found our  way i n t o  it. I t  had a hedgerow growing around 
it, and t h e  hedgerow was almost 100 f o o t  from t h e  house a t  
almost a11 p o i n t s ,  and it was completely enclosed by hedge-
row. You c o u l d n ' t  even g e t  through and of course a t  n i g h t  
you c a n ' t  see  r e a l l y  good, and a t  t h e  end where they  go t  
out--we f i n a l l y  go t  t o  t h e  f r o n t  and you had t o  zigzag t o  
g e t  i n ,  You j u s t  d i d n ' t  walk i n  and so we knew we were ge t -
t i n g  i n t o  something h o t  probably,  because they had it p r e t t y  
we l l  f igured  which house t o  be i n ,  which was s a f e  f o r  t h e i r  
cover.  When w e  came t o  t h e  f r o n t  l i k e  t h a t ,  and they  ran  
r i g h t  ou t  t h e  back, and t h e r e ' s  a l i t t l e  tunnel  where they  
g o t  down, and t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  they knocked up some brush, and 
o f f  they  go and gone they a r e .  J u s t  l i k e  t h a t ,  and t h e  only 
one we got  was t h a t  one g i r l ,  and t h a t ' s  t h e  only  person 
t h a t  I know of t h a t  I k i l l e d  over t h e r e .  But l i k e  I was 
saying you were saying t h a t  t h e  guy can k i l l  one and n o t  
th ink  nothing of it. I t  d i d n ' t  bo the r  me a t  a l l  t h a t  I 
k i l l e d  h e r  because I guess ,  probably i n  my mind, t h a t  I had 
done r i g h t  because-- 

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  Well, it was i n  t h e  h e a t  of an 
opera t ion .  

A. Yeah. We're over  t h e r e  f i g h t i n g  a war, and t h a t  
was enemy, and t h a t  was who was k i l l i n g  us ,  s o  i n  k i l l i n g  
j u s t  the- suppor ters ,  and she was a young g i r l ,  21, 22 y e a r s ,  
by j u s t  k i l l i n g  suppor ters  and s t u f f  i n  t h e  My Lai  i n c i d e n t ,  
t h a t ' s  something else t o  me. That takes  somebody--a l o t  of 
guys l i k e  I say l i k e  SCHIEL and a l l  t h e s e  o t h e r  guys. 
They 're  looking f o r  rank. Somebody h igher  t e l l s  them t o  do 
something. The more they  do, t h e  more they th ink  t h e y ' r e  
going t o  g e t ,  and me, I ' m  t h e  o t h e r  way around. I had 2 
yea r s  t o  serve  and I d i d n ' t  c a r e  whether I came ou t  an E-1,  
and when HODGES t o l d  me t o  shoot  them I j u s t  l i t e r a l l y  t o l d  
him, "I'm n o t  going t o  do i t . "  

Q.  Did t h e  men understand about o b l i g a t i o n s  t o  pro- 
t e c t  p r i s o n e r s  of war and noncombatants? Do you remember 
any i n s t r u c t i o n  on t h i s  po in t  i n  t h e  company? 

A .  Well, we d o n ' t  g e t  t h i s  i n s t r u c t i o n  before  every 
o p c r ~ i t i o n ,  bu t  w e  g e t  t h i s  i n s t r u c t i o n  back he re  i n  t h e  s t a t e s  
and we--most of us went over t h e r e ,  and we got  most of t h e  
s p e c i a l  t r a i n i n g .  Most everybody now t h a t  goes over  t h e r e ,  
a t  l e a s t  I understand, they 've  go t  a week of t ra in ing--over  
t h e r e ,  they 've  got  a week of t r a i n i n g ,  before  t h e y ' r e  ass ign-  
ed t o  a company, b u t  we went over t h e r e  a s  a whole u n i t ,  b u t  
w e  were t o l d  a l l  t h i s .  I d o n ' t  know whose b r i e f ings - -1  t h i n k  
it came from higher .  I th ink  t h a t  everybody t a k e s  a week t o  
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go through, they j u s t  kind of took us around and gave us  i n  
one day when we f i r s t  g o t  over t h e r e .  

Q. I wanted t o  ask you a few more genera l  ques t ions .  
Af te r  My Lai  ( 4 )  d id  t h e  missions given t h e  company change 
any o r  w e r e  they  about t h e  same they were before? 

A. The same. You cou ldn ' t  t e l l  any d i f f e r e n c e ,  it 
was j u s t  an opera t ion  o u t  i n  t h e  f i e l d ,  and you had c e r t a i n  
g r i d  coord ina tes ,  and your opera t ion  t o  go through c e r t a i n  
g r i d  coordinates ,  and end up on top  of t h i s  l i t t l e  h i l l  a t  
another  g r i d  coordinate ,  and a l l  ope ra t ions  a r e  j u s t  t h e  
same. Most everyth ing i s  l i k e  you s a i d  be fo re ,  search  and 
des t roy ,  sea rch  and c l e a r .  A l l  of ours  a s  f a r  a s  I know, 
w e r e  search  and des t roy  opera t ions .  There wasn ' t  t h ings  
destroyed a l l  t h e  time, because t h e r e  was nothing t o  destroy- 
j u s t  considered destroyed.  

Q. You were searching f o r  VC pr imar i ly?  

A. Yeah, r i g h t .  On s e v e r a l  ope ra t ions  we were s e n t  
i n t o  s p e c i a l  p laces  where w e  d id  make con tac t  wi th  t h e  NVA, 
b u t  o t h e r  than t h a t  we were i n  t h e s e  areas--our primary f i g h t -  
i n g  was VC and t h a t ' s  who w e  were lookirlg f o r .  

Q. The newspapers i n  November had some s t o r i e s  about 
t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  some of t h e  men i n  Char l i e  Company i n  
My Lai  ( 4 )  t h a t  morning were under t h e  in f luence  of marijuana. 

A. Yea, I read t h a t  i n  t h a t  paper. 

Q. Did you know anything of t h i s ?  

A. There was q u i t e  a b i t  of t h a t  used. Now, I would 
n o t  say i n  my opinion,  because I never touched it, b u t  t h e r e  
was q u i t e  a b i t  of  it used,  and on t h i s  opera t ion  nobody 
t o  my knowledge was touching it. Nobody was under enough 
in f luence  t h a t  it d id  e f f e c t  them one way o r  another .  The 
guys t h a t  d i d  use  it used it a l l  t h e  t i m e  anyhow o r  q u i t e  
o f t en .  They t r i e d  clamping down on it, b u t  what can they do. 
You've g o t  t o  have 75 pe rcen t  of the  people t r y i n g  t o  
s t o p  it, i n s t e a d  of 30 percent  of t h e  people t r y i n g  t o  
t o  s t o p  it. They d o n ' t  know who is doing it, o r  who is  n o t  
doing it. You've g o t  your own l i t t l e  c l a n s .  Nobody is going 
to .squea1,  because you've go t  ycur own l i f e  t o  th ink  about.  
They used it. They c a l l  it "dieng c a i  dau" over t h e r e ,  o r  
p o t ,  o r  whatever it is.  I d o n ' t  know whether it was t r u e  
marijuana t h a t  they were g e t t i n g ,  b u t  t h i s  is  what t h e  Viet-  
namese so ld  t o  them and they used it q u i t e  widely a s  f a r  a s  
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I know a l l  t h e  t ime,  I was over  t h e r e  except  maybe f o r  
t h e  f i r s t  couple of months. I t  w a s n ' t  hard t o  g e t ,  just '  
l ea rn ing  what t o  say ,  t o  who, and they  would- g e t  it f o r  you. 

Q But i n  your opin ion  it played no p a r t  i n  t h a t  
ac t ion?  

A. I t  played none whatsoever,  t h a t  I could a t  a l l  
judge, because they d i d n ' t  have an excep t iona l ly  b i g  blow-
out before  t he  t h i n g  and everybody g e t  high o r  drunk, o r  
nothing on it, because most of t h e  t ime they  c a n ' t  g e t  enough 
of e i t h e r  one of them. They can g e t  enough p o t  b u t  they 
c a n ' t  g e t  enough beer .  Most of them w i l l  mix it and it 
g e t s  them p r e t t y  high. They had no b i g  t h i n g  going be fo re  
t h i s  opera t ion .  

Q I was going t o  ask you t h r e e  ques t ions  about  My
Lai .  The f i r s t  was, "What happened?", t h e  second was, "Why d i d  
it happen?" Those two ques t ions  I th ink  you have p r e t t y  w e l l  
answered a l ready.  I n  your opin ion ,  I t ake  it, what happened 
was ordered.  The men c a r r i e d  ou t  t h e i r  o rde r s .  I t h i n k  you ' r e  
aware M r .  BUNNING t h a t  t h i s  i n c i d e n t  d i d  n o t  become widely 
known u n t i l  November 1969. A s  a ma t t e r  of f a c t  by a man 
named RIDENHOUR who I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  had been i n  t h e  company 
b u t  who knew a number of men i n  t h e  company. He wrote  a 
l e t t e r  t o  t h e  Sec re ta ry  of Defense, and a number of people 
i n  t h e  Congress, and a s  a r e s u l t  of t h a t ,  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
was s t a r t e d  i n  Apr i l  1969. I n  f z c t  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  c f f i c e r  
was Colonel WILSON, who i s  he re  wi th  us ,  and he i s  heading up 
another  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  team, and i t ' s  been under i n v e s t i g a -
t i o n  ever  s i n c e  then .  But it was n o t  r epor ted  o f f i c i a l l y  i n  
t h e  way many events  i n  t h e  b a t t l e f i e l d  were r epor ted .  Do 
you have any i d e a  why t h i s  was? 

A. Why it was n o t  repor ted?  

Q Y e s .  

A. Why events  occurred o r  why t h e  opera t ion  was no t  
repor ted?  

Q The k i l l i n g  of c i v i l i a n s .  

A. I ' v e  qo t  a news a r t i c l e  r i q h t  a t  home w r i t t e n  by 
The Army T i m e s  o r  one of t h e  Army papers t h a t  j u s t  s a i d  t h a t  
we went through t h e r e  and k i l l e d  1 2 8  enemy. That was what 
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was repor ted .  Somebody s a i d  t h e  r e p o r t e r  was on t h e  ground. 
The C I D  man I b e l i e v e  d id  b u t  I d i d n ' t  know of any on t h e  
ground. 

Q That I s  r i g h t ,  a man named ROBERTS from t h e  P I 0  
detachment from br igade .  

A. He probably went wi th  Captain MEDINA o r  wi th  one 
of t h e  headquar ters  sec t ions .  I d i d n ' t  even know t h a t  he  
was on t h e  ground. I was t o l d  t h a t  t h e r e  was a newsman 
because w e  w e r e  t o l d  t h a t  w e  were going t o  have a newsman. 
I was t o l d  t h a t  t h e r e  was one i n  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r s  above u s ,  
and I was t o l d  t h a t  t h e  t h i n g  o r i g i n a t e s  i n  a l l  t he  s t o r i e s  
he writes. I know t h a t  you probably have a f i l e  where they 
wrote th ings  l i k e  128 k i l l e d  and s o  many weapons and s t u f f ,  
and from what I gathered t h a t  o r ig ina ted  from j u s t  what he 
was t o l d .  Was ROBERTS t h e  one t h a t  w r o t ~this? 

Q. Y e s .  

A. H e  was on t h e  ground? 

Q- He was with--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  I t  was my opinion t h a t  he was i n  
t h e  a i r .  

Q- No, he was wi th  M E D I N A 1 s  command group most o f  
t h e  t i m e .  Ear ly ,  r i g h t  a f t e r  t h e  landing,  he went ou t  with 
some men of the 3d Platoon down south t o  Highway 2 and then 
he came back and moved genera l ly  with Captain MEDINA and t h e  
command group. There was a photographer named HAEBERLE with 
him. 

A. You see, what it would be then probably, when they 
came through, a l l  they would s e e  i s  t h e  bodies.  Most of t h e  
hootches would be  burned, and you d o n ' t  even s e e  h a l f  t h e  
bodies when t h e  hootches a r e  burning. And they probably 
wrote what they were t o l d ,  t h a t  t h i s  was enemy c o n t r o l l e d  
and t h a t  t h e s e  w e r e  probably a l l  enemy. That  could b e  pu t  
over q u i t e  e a s i l y .  

Q. Apart from t h a t ,  do you have any opinion why t h e  
word about t h i s  d i d n ' t  g e t  out?  

A. Through them o r  through us? 

Q. Through o f f i c i a l  channels o r  through t h e  men of  
t h e  company? 
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A. Through t h e  men of t h e  company, a s  genera l  as I 
can g e t  it, t h e  people were t o l d  n o t  t o  say o r  w r i t e  your 
Congressman o r  anything on t h i s  kind of s t u f f .  Because, 
I b e l i e v e  a t  t h e  t ime BERNHARDT who worked wi th  RIDENHOUR 
over t h e r e ,  t o  g e t  t h i s  t h i n g  s t a r t e d - - t h a t ' s  where RIDENHOUR 
g o t  h i s  information.  I b e l i e v e  he was going t o  t r y  t o  w r i t e  
a Congressman o r  something because he d e f i n i t e l y  was a g a i n s t  
a l l  t h i s ,  b u t  he was warned n o t  t o  from what I g a t h e r ,  and 
n o t  i n  a company b r i e f i n g  o r  anything,  it j u s t  g o t  around. 
I t  was n o t  s a f e  w r i t i n g  home t o  Congressman o r  anybody and 
they  know who w r i t e  t o  Congressman. T h e y ' l l  g e t  back t o  
him and chances of g e t t i n g  knocked o f f  is t o o  easy ,  be-
cause I 've  had them a t  l e a s t  f i v e  guys come t o  m e  and j u s t  
p l a i n  t o l d  me, "Leave us  alone o r  we '11 k i l l  you. " 

I ' v e  seen another  guy over  t h e r e ,  t a l k  t o  HANSEN, 
a guy t h a t  was our  squad l eader  over t h e r e  a t  f i r s t .  W e  
on ly  had l i k e  another  week l e f t  i n  t h e  f i e l d .  This guy 
t akes  h i s  gun, t akes  it o f f  s a f e t y ,  p o i n t s  it r i g h t  a t  t h i s  
head and says:  "You j u s t  leave  me alone o r  I ' l l  k i l l  you r i g h t  
now". J u s t  l i k e  t h a t ,  from here  t o  t h e  wa l l  over  there--
20 o r  30 f e e t  away. And I ' m  s i t t i n g  r i g h t  i n  t h e  d i r e c t  
l i n e  of f i r e ,  i f  he m i s s e s  h e ' s  going t o  g e t  me, because w e ' r e  
r i g h t  on a th ing .  This  i s  t h e  th ing .  You g e t  somebody t h a t  
w i l l  g e t  a gun up on a guy and say: "Get o f f  my back, I ' m  
k i l l i n g  you." What a r e  you going t o  do. 

Q k---..,,A a amar: cnncd XAYNOP, who came i n t o  t h e  
company a f t e r  My La i  ( 4 )  ? He w a s  a se rgean t .  

A. He d i d n ' t  come i n t o  our  platoon d i d  he? D o  you 
have what p la toon he came i n ?  The name does sound f a m i l i a r ,  
b u t  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  he was i n  our platoon.  

Q No, I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  s o  e i t h e r .  

A. W e  had a couple--

Q . ( In te rpos ing)  He may have been i n  t h e  1st Platoon. 

A. W e  had a couple of se rgean t s  come i n ,  I know, w e  
s t a r t i n g  g e t t i n g  our  replacements around t h e  22nd o r  23rd 
because on t h e  C I D  company r o s t e r  they had a l l  t h e  f i r s t  
replacements l i s t e d  a s  being p resen t .  A t  l e a s t  they were 
on t h e  l i s t  a s  being i n  t h e  company on the  16th which they  
were n o t ,  which were a l l  of our  f i r s t  replacements and they 
came from what I understood, a day o r  two a f t e r  I l e f t  be-
cause I l e f t  t h e  20th. 
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Q RAYNOR had an experience somewhat l i k e  t h i s .  He 
s a i d  he was th rea tened .  H e  s a i d  he found no d i sc ip l ine - -

A. What was he t r y i n g  t o  do? 

Q - H e  was t r y i n g  t o  ex tab l i sh  a l i t t l e  d i s c i p l i n e .  

A. I guarantee  you, you won't  e s t a b l i s h  no d i s c i -
p l i n e  i f  you ' re  no t  f a i r ,  t h a t  i s  f o r  su re .  You can ask 
some of t h e  members, t h e  guys, when I became squad l e a d e r ,  
under me. Because w e  had a good squad going, and I was 
f a i r  t o  my men, because I b e l i e v e  i n  being f a i r ,  and 
every man i n  my squad would t e l l  you so .  Because I d i d n ' t  
g ive  nobody a bunch of d i r t y  d e t a i l s  i n  a row and something 
t h a t  was r e a l  bad came up, I d i d  it myself. You have t o  
ea rn  respec t .  

Q. You had a squad i n  t h e  2nd Platoon d i d  you? 

A .  About t h e  l a s t  month and a h a l f  o r  so ,  I was over .  
I made squad l eader  f i n a l l y .  I was s t i l l  an E-4. S t i l l  was 
when I go t  o u t ,  b u t  t h e  rank was p r e t t y  poor i n  l o t s  of sit-
ua t ions .  I never bucked f o r  rank because I ' m  n o t  i n t e r e s t e d  
i n  it. They pay you s o  l i t t l e  t h a t  it d o e s n ' t  ma t t e r  i f  they  
pay you another  50 o r  60 d o l l a r s  a month. I t ' s  s o  
l i t t l e  t o  begin wi th .  That they might a s  n o t  even pay you, 
b u t  anyway t h i s  could happen. I d o n ' t  know i f  he was what 
w e  c a l l e d  " ins tamat ic s"  o r  n o t ,  and i f  he was I know of no 
" ins tamat ic s" ;  one t h a t  goes t o  NCO school  and comes r i g h t  
over t h e r e  wearing s t r i p e s .  I know of no " ins tamat ic s"  
t h a t  ever  g o t  r e s p e c t  from anybody because, l i k e  LieutenanC 
BROOKS when he came and took over  our  platoon he s a i d ,  "Al l  
r i g h t  men, you guys know t h e  ropes,  I d o n ' t ,  teach me." W e  
g e t  t h e s e  " ins tamat ic s"  they come i n  there--we've been there, 
5 o r  6 months, breaking our backs. We g e t  an "instama-
t i c "  who has been i n  Vietnam f o r  2 weeks and he knows it 
a l l .  He's  going t o  t e l l  us how t o  do it, and i f  t h i s  man, 
t h a t  you ' re  t a l k i n g  about is an " ins tamat ic"  and i s  t h i s  
way, he  w i l l  no t  g e t  r e s p e c t ,  o r  d i s c i p l i n e ,  o r  anything 
from h i s  men. 

Q. This man was on h i s  t h i r d  t o u r  i n  Vietnam. H e .  
came in--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  Yeah, h i s  t h i r d  t o u r  a s  i n f a n t r y  o r  
t h i r d  t o u r  a s  what? 

Q. Y e s ,  t h i r d  t o u r  i n  Vietnam i n  t h e  i n f a n t r y .  H e  
l i k e d  t h e  i n f a n t r y .  
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A. I d o n ' t  s e e  how anybody could l a s t  t h a t  long i n  
t h e  i n f a n t r y .  

Q. The platoon t h a t  he came i n t o  and I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  
it was t h e  2d Platoon-- 

A. ( In te rpos ing)  I t  wasn ' t  because I would recognize 
him i f  he was. 

Q. H e  s a i d  t h e r e  was j u s t  no d i s c i p l i n e ,  and when he 
t r i e d  t o  impose some d i sc ip l ine - -  

A. ( In te rpos ing)  You've go t  t o  win t h e  men's conf i -
dence, t h a t ' s  f i r s t  and you've got  t o  prove yourse l f  a man, 
be fo re  you g e t  it from any of them t h a t  I knew o f .  

Q. Maybe t h a t  was t h e  problem. H e  s a i d  i n  e f f e c t  
he was threa tened.  

A. I wouldn' t  doubt ,  because it is  p o s s i b l e ,  because 
nobody comes in--well,  we've had a couple of " ins tamat ic s"  
a s  it was, and a l l  an " ins tamat ic"  would do was t o  bounce 
around from squad t o  squad, because they could not  f i n d  
a home i n  any squad, because nobody i n  t h e  squad w i l l  pu t  
up wi th  them. F i n a l l y ,  they j u s t  break them down and make 
them team l e a d e r s  and pu t  somebody e l s e  a s  squad l e a d e r ,  
and here  you g o t  a PFC o r  an E-4 a s  a squad l e a d e r ,  and 
an " ins tamat ic"  E-5 p u l l i n g  t h e  job of a team l e a d e r .  Be-
cause f o r  one t h i n g  they a r e  not  q u a l i f i e d  and some of 
them you g e t  a r e  "gung ho" and "hotheaded" and everything 
e l s e .  And they  know it a l l  o r  a t  l e a s t  they  t h i n k  they do, 
and I f o r  one d o n ' t  threa tened t o  k i l l  anybody, b u t  I f o r  
one being a s  b i g  a s  I was f l a t  t o l d  people where t o  go. 
I f  I d i d n ' t  l i k e  what they t o l d  me t o  do I t o l d  them I 
d i d n ' t  l i k e  it. I n  f a c t  they even t o l d  Lieutenant  BROOKS 
one t i m e .  I t ' s  q u i t e  a lengthy s t o r y  so I won't  say  it. 
I r e a l l y  respected  Lieutenant  BROOKS. H e  r e a l l y  was a good 
man. 

Q. Let  me ask you t h i s ,  now, the  men d i d n ' t  t a l k  
about what happened i n  My Lai  ( 4 ) ,  t h e  word g o t  around t h a t  
they d i d n ' t  t a l k ,  do you th ink  i n  back of t h i s  was Captain 
M E D I N A ' s  i n f luence?  That people d id  what he t o l d  them t o  
do? 

A. . Yeah, one t h i n g  you've got  t o  admit ,  I d o n ' t  know 
how wel l  you know MEDINA y e t  o r  no t ,  f o r  a CO I haven ' t  y e t  

(BUNNING)  54 APP T-168 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

seen a b e t t e r  man than him. That man looked o u t  f o r  h i s  
men, and he did h i s  men r i g h t .  I f  you d i d  wrong, I mean 
t o  t e l l  you you knew it and you knew it b u t  good. H e ' s  
a mean man i n  t h a t  r e s p e c t ,  b u t  he d i d  h i s  men r i g h t  and 
what he d i d  he probably f e l t  w a s  r i g h t .  He t o l d  t h e  men 
not  t o  w r i t e  home because he probably d i d n ' t  want any-
t h i n g  t o  g e t  s t a r t e d  from it, r e a l l y .  But probably,  most 
of t h e  in f luence  would have come from him no t  t o  w r i t e ,  
al though I wouldn't  say t h e  t h r e a t  of be ing  k i l l e d  came 
from him. 

Q- I ga the r  t h a t  you weren ' t  around Captain MEDINA 
a t  any t ime dur ing  t h i s  opera t ion  a g a i n s t  My Lai  ( 4 )  --
A .  ( In te rpos ing)  I never saw him u n t i l  we g o t  t o  our  
overnight  p o s i t i o n .  . 

Q Did you hear  any r e p o r t s  t h a t  he had k i l l e d  peo-
p l e  dur ing  t h e  opera t ion?  

A .  No, I d o n ' t  know what he d i d ,  o r  nothing.  I r e a l -
l y  d o n ' t  have any knowledge of what he d i d ,  and I ' v e  go t  none 
of what Lieutenant  CALLEY d i d  and h i s  p la toon because they 
were over  t h e r e  on our complete l e f t  f l a n k .  I w a s  a s  f a r  
away from CALLEY and h i s  p la toon a s  I could be ,  and then  
when we went t o  our  own v i l l a g e ,  w e  were over  t h e r e  by our-
se lves .  

Q. I see you had a high opin ion  of Captain MEDINA 
a s  a company commander? 

A. Yeah, I got  my t a i l  chewed ou t  r e a l  good by him 
one t i m e ,  and I mean t o  t e l l  you, I remember it today. 
But a s  a company commander, t h i s  man may have done wrong, 
and no doubt he had done wrong, t e l l i n g  us  t o  k i l l  a l l  t h e s e  
people,  b u t  f o r  a man and f o r  an o f f i c e r - - and I r e a l l y  d o n ' t  
have much use f o r  t h e  Army--I k ind  of h a t e  t o  say it i n  f r o n t  
of a l l  t h e s e  Army people he re ,  b u t  anyhow, he was one heck 
of a good man. He r e a l l y  was. He knew h i s  s t u f f  as  f a r  
a s  t h a t  came, and he  knew how t o  g e t  t h i n g s  done, and he  
never d id  h i s  men, e i t h e r  a s  a whole o r  a s  an i n d i v i d u a l ,  
wrong un less  he deserved it. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h e r e  was a man 
i n  t h e  company, t h a t  d o e s n ' t  shake when he walks up t o  t a l k  
t o  you, because you j u s t  know h e ' s  a mean man. You p i c t u r e  
him as--but it t a k e s  t h i s  t o  mainta in  c o n t r o l  r e a l l y ,  and 
maintain r e s p e c t  and everyth ing  e l s e ,  because he had it. 
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There were a few people no doubt t h a t  hated him. You've 
always go t  t h i s  but--

Q - ( In te rpos ing)  Are you t e l l i n g  m e  t h a t  Char l i e  
Company was a p r e t t y  rough o u t f i t  and it took a s t r o n g  
man t o  command i t ?  

A. D e f i n i t e l y ,  yeah, it was e s p e c i a l l y  a f t e r  I t a l k -
ed t o  everybody e l s e ,  a f t e r  I g o t  ou t  of t h e  h o s p i t a l  even, 
when I had malar ia  and g o t  s h o t  and was i n  t h e  h o s p i t a l .  
Everyone e l s e  t h a t  I t a lked  t o ,  you know they--and t h e  way 
t h e i r  men ac ted .  I t a lked  t o  them and they  s a i d  they never 
had one rape  i n c i d e n t  i n  t h e  whole platoon.  None of t h e  
men were vu lga r ,  o r  rough, o r  anything l i k e  t h i s  and it 
s u r p r i s e d  me q u i t e  a b i t ,  and I d o n ' t  know why our  guys were, 
r e a l l y .  Why our company would be s o  bad o r  whatever you 
want t o  c a l l  it, over everybody e l s e .  

Q I t h i n k  w e  have j u s t  about f i n i s h e d  t h e  primary 
p a r t  of t h e  i n t e r r o g a t i o n .  I wish a f t e r  lunch you'd g e t  
wi th  Major ZYCHOWSKI i f  you would and h e ' l l  go through t h e  
map again wi th  you and perhaps we can mark up a photograph 
t o  i n d i c a t e  t h e  pa th  t h a t  t h e  p la toon followed and note  
some of t h e  p laces  where t h e  p r i n c i p l e  events  occurred.  H e ' l l  
a l s o  ask you some ques t ions  about t r a i n i n g ,  a few documents. 
Before we r e c e s s  is  t h e r e  anything t h a t  you can t h i n k  of 
t h a t  you know t h a t  might he lp  us  i n  our i n q u i r y  which we 
haven ' t  covered i n  t h e  ques t ioning?  

A. No, I r e a l l y  can ' t - -unless  you've g o t  another  
ques t ion .  We've p r e t t y  w e l l  d iscussed  everyth ing ,  

Q Afte r  you go back home, i f  you come ac ross  any
l e t t e r s  t h a t  you wrote a t  t h e  time desc r ib ing  th ings  t h a t  
might have happened, t h a t  might throw some more l i g h t  on t h e  
events  of t h a t  day o r  anything t o  do w i t h  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
o r  a coverup, we would apprec ia te  hear ing  from you. Apart 
from t h a t  I want t o  thank you very much f o r  coming. I know 
it was a l o t  of t r o u b l e  f o r  you. I t ' s  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  you i n  
view of your bus iness  i n  accordance t o  t ime. 

A. I f  t h e  chickens had gone out-- i f  they had, I 
would no t  have been a b l e  t o  come. 

MR WEST: A l l  r i g h t .  We thank you. 

A. Okay, thank you. 
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MR WEST: The hear ing  w i l l  be recessed.  

(The hear ing  recessed a t  1308 hours, 16 January 
1970.) 

(The hear ing  reconvened a t  1325 hours,  16 January 
1970.) 

MAJ ZYCHOWSKI: Hearing w i l l  come t o  order .  

RCDR: The fol lowing named person i s  present :  MAJ 
ZYCHOWSKI. 

Q. M r  BUNNING, I remind you t h a t  you a r e  s t i l l  
under oath.  

A. Y e s .  

Q. M r .  BUNNING, before  you i s  an a e r i a l  photograph 
of My Lai  ( 4 )  and t h e  surrounding a reas  (Exh ib i t  P-1). 

A .  Y e s .  

Q. I would l i k e  t o  have you t e l l  me and des ignate  
on t h e  map t h e  approximate loca t ions  of t h e  landing zone 

PJ- where you landed. 
m 

(Witness i n d i c a t e s  t h e  p o s i t i o n  on the  photo.) 

=4 Number 1w i l l  be t h e  approximate a r e a  of t h e  land-
id i n g  zone. 

(MAJ ZYCHOWSKI marks t h e  l o c a t i o n  of Exhibi t  P-1 
which is l a t e r  rece ived i n  evidence with annota t ions  a s  Exhibit  
P-170. ) 

A. From t h e  landing zone we moved on a rough l i n e  
from a t r ench  o r  a l i t t l e  hedgerow. 

Q. You went through t h e  t rench l i n e  o r  hedgerow h e r e  
( i n d i c a t i n g )? 

A .  I t ' s  both;  i t ' s  vege ta t ion  and a l s o  a smal l  t rench 
l i k e  th ing .  

Q .  A t  t h e  b r i e f i n g ,  were you shown t h e  boundaries 
t h a t  would be between t h e  1st and 2d Platoons? 

A. NO,  t h e r e  is  no r e a l  boundary and it was no t  i n  
t h e  o r i g i n a l  b r i e f i n g .  It was i n  t h e  smal ler  s i z e  b r i e f i n g  
of t h e  p la toon o r  squad. 
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Q I n  o t h e r  words, t h e  v i l l a g e  of My La i  was s p l i t  
i n  t h e  cen te r  between t h e  two p la toons?  

A. Right . 
Q.  I f  I r e c a l l ,  you were on t h e  second l i f t ?  

A. T h a t ' s  c o r r e c t ,  I b e l i e v e  it was on t h e  second 
l i f t .  

Q .  From t h e  landing  zone you went up t o  t h e  north-
western p a r t  of My Lai  ( 4 ) ,  i s  t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Right.  We were on t h e  l e f t  and t h e  1s t  Platoon 
was on our r i g h t .  

Q. Where d i d  you go? 

A. U p  h e r e ,  and a t  t h e  very beginning I was one o r  
two men from t h e  end ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  

Q. You were down on t h e  o u t e r  edge of t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Right.  

Q. How f a r  down d i d  you go? 

A. ( I n d i c a t i n g )  Approximately r i g h t  here .  

Q You followed t h e  t r a i l ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q. You zigzagged a l l  t h e  way through t h e  a rea?  

A. Y e s .  

Q. S t a r t i n g  from t h e  northwestern p a r t  of t h e  corn-
e r  where you f i r s t  en tered  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  would you exp la in  
some of t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  you had seen? 

A. W e l l ,  l i k e  w e  s a i d  previously--

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  I ' m  concerned about your r o u t e  and 
t h e  th ings  you saw a s  you went through t h e  v i l l a g e .  

A. A s  w e  s t a r t e d  moving through t h e  v i l l a g e  o r  r i g h t  
a s  we--just before  we r e a l l y  moved, t h e r e  were five o r  s i x  
people sho t .  
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Q Where would t h a t  be? 

A .  That would be i n  mostly h e r e  and h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  
~twas r i g h t  becore w e  g o t  i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q Was t h i s  a group? 

A. No, s i n g l e  people working i n  t h e i r  f i e l d s .  

Q - People s c a t t e r e d  throughout t h e  a r e a ?  

A.  Yes. 

Q. Continue on. 

A.  And we moved on i n ,  and t h a t  i s  when Sergeant 
HODGES t o l d  me t h a t  I had t o  s t a r t  shoot ing ,  and t h a t  i s  
when I t o l d  him t h a t  I would n o t ,  and I was ass igned h e r e  
( i n d i c a t i n g )  t o  t h e  complete l e f t  f l a n k .  And from t h e r e  
I w a s  on t h e  complete edge of t h e  v i l l a g e  a l l  of t h e  way. 
This  is  when a couple of k i d s ,  t h r e e  k i d s  come running 
o u t  h o l l e r i n g ,  "chop chop," and were s h o t  down. 

Q. You saw them shot?  

A .  Y e s ,  they  were about 30 o r  40 f e e t  from t h e  f r o n t  
of t h e  man who s h o t  them. 

Q. Did you see  who s h o t  them? 

A. No. 

Q (Marking Exh ib i t  P-170) Number 2 w i l l  be t h e  
approximate a r e a  where M r .  BTJNNING saw t h e  t h r e e  c h i l d r e n  s h o t .  

A .  W e  moved on and t h e r e  were s e v e r a l  more k i l l i n g s .  
And then  w e  went on, and people be ing  s h o t ,  and we were 
probably r i g h t  i n  t h i s  a r e a  he re  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) ,  when I heard 
and saw SCHIEL say ,  "I d o n ' t  want t o  shoot  them, I d o n ' t  want 
t o  shoot  them, b u t  I have t o ,  because w e  a r e  ordered t o , "  and 
t h a t  was about i n  t h i s  l o c a t i o n  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  

Q. Approximately, how many were k i l l e d  i n  t h i s  a rea?  

A. About 9 o r  10 men, women, and c h i l d r e n  were 
k i l l e d .  
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Q. (Marking Exhibi t  P-170) Po in t  number 3 w i l l  be 
t h e  approximate loca t ion  where M r .  BUNNING saw t h e  9 o r  
10 ,  men, women, and c h i l d r e n  sho t .  

A.  We continued moving on from t h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  and 
it was probably i n  t h i s  l o c a t i o n  about  here  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  where 
somebody ho l l e red  t h a t  somebody w a s  g e t t i n g  away t o  t h e  l e f t .  
And t h a t  is  when Sergeant  HODGES and I ran  o u t  t o  s e e  and s o  
w e  could g e t  a c l e a r  view, and we saw a man, and Sergeant  
HODGES was shoot ing  and he t o l d  me t o  shoo t ,  and I s h o t  a 
c l i p  on f u l l  automatic,  and a f t e r  t h a t  HODGES sho t  him, and 
knocked him down. 

Q. Would you continue from t h e r e ,  M r .  BUNNING? 

A. From t h e r e  we continued on t o  the  end of  t h e  
v i l l a g e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  . 
Q. This is  now a t  t h e  nor thern  edge of t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Right.  From t h e r e  we g o t  word t h a t  gunships had 
s h o t  down t h e s e  two people t o  our  nor th .  

Q. Other than p o i n t s  2 ,  and 3 ,  d id  you s e e  any o t h e r  
groups of bodies ,  people t h a t  w e r e  k i l l e d ?  

A. Not r e a l l y  groups of people,  b u t  t h e r e  were ran-
dom k i i l i n g s ,  ~ e t w e e npo in t  2 and 3 ,  and q u i t e  a few more 
15 o r  20 more, between po in t  3 and t h e  end of t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q. These w e r e  s c a t t e r e d ?  

A. Right ,  s c a t t e r e d  people t h a t  I saw s h o t ,  and t h e r e  
were none i n  b i g  groups, o r  p i l e s .  

Q. A t  t h e  end of t h e  v i l l a g e  then,  you proceeded where? 

A. A t  t h e  end of t h e  v i l l a g e - - t h a t  is  when we g o t  t h e  
word t h a t  t h e  gunships had knocked down t o  enemy wi th  wea- 
pons t o  our  north--and from t h e r e  we went nor th  300 o r  400 
meters t o  approximate t h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  There was some 
hedgerow o r  some t r e e s ,  I th ink  it would be  t h i s  a r e a  r i g h t  
he re  ( i n d i c a t i n g ). 
Q. (Marking P-170) Number 4 w i l l  be t h e  approximate 
area  where t h e  two VC with weapons were found. 

A. From t h e r e  w e  went w e s t ,  i n t o  t h i s  o t h e r  v i l l a g e ,  
h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) . 
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Q - This  v i l l a g e  i s  nor th  of My L a i  ( 4 )  then? 

A. Y e s ,  and w e  went i n t o  r i g h t  i n t o  t h e  s i d e  here  o r  
on t h i s  f r o n t  p a r t  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  . 
9 - A s  you were going i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  what happened? 

A. A s  we f i r s t  moved i n ,  f i r s t  of a l l  they s t a r t e d  
p u t t i n g  groups of people toge the r ,  some of t h e  guys d i d ,  and 
t h a t  i s  when ROSCHEVITZ s h o t  with t h e  M-79 i n t o  t h e  group 
of q u i t e  a few people,  it was about  20 people.  

Q Were t h e s e  people grouped toge the r?  

A. Y e s ,  they  were grouped. 

Q - Who gathered  them t h e r e ,  do you r e c a l l ?  

A. Mostly everybody gathered them t h e r e  t o g e t h e r ,  
but  ROSCHEVITZ was going t o  s e e  how h i s  M-79 was going t o  
work on people,  o r  how e f f e c t i v e  it would be i f  he s h o t  
i n t o  t h e  group a t  a c l o s e  d i s t ance .  A f t e r  he  s h o t  a couple 
of rounds i n t o  them, everybody e l s e  t h a t  was t h e r e  k i l l e d  
them o f f .  

Q .  How f a r  away was he from t h e  p o i n t  where h e  
f i r e d , h i s  M-79 t o  t h e  p l a c e  from t h e  group was s e t t i n g ?  

A .  I ' d  say  from 80 t o  100 f e e t .  

Q D o  you know i f  t h e s e  were men, women and ch i ld ren?  

A .  Right ,  men, women and c h i l d r e n .  

Q. (Marking Exh ib i t  P-170) P o i n t  5 w i l l  be  t h e  
approximate l o c a t i o n  where M r .  BUNNING observed ROSCHEVITZ 
f i r e  a M-79 i n t o  a group of people.  

A. A t  p o i n t  5 is  where HODGES and t h e  o t h e r  rape  
took p l a c e  a l s o .  

Q. ( I n d i c a t i n g )  This  i s  where you observed t h e  people 
being raped then ,  i s  t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A.  Y e s .  

Q. Could you exp la in  who t h e s e  were again? 
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A.  One w a s  Sergeant  HODGES and where he tool. -!:heTg i r l  
i n s i d e  t h e  l i t t l e  hootch and t h e  o t h e r  was t h e  t h r e e  men t o  
one g i r l  a t  one time. 

From h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  we moved nor th  i n  a nor ther -
l y  d i r e c t i o n  through t h e  v i l l a g e .  The whole v i l l a g e  l i e s  
nor th  and from h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  we moved t o  t h e  western s i d e  
a l i t t l e  b i t ,  a t  l e a s t  I d i d ,  because I was s t i l l  mostly 
on t h e  lef t -hand f l ank .  

Q. A s  you were going northward toward t h e  c e n t e r  of 
t h e  v i l l a g e ,  what happened? 

A. Well, we rece ived  word t o  cease  f i r i n g ,  t o  q u i t  
k i l l i n g  a l l  of t h e  people.  

Q T h i s  i s  where you rece ived  t h e  o rde r  t o  s t o p  t h e  
k i l l i n g ?  

A. Right.  

Q Who gave t h i s  order?  

A. It came t o  us from Lieutenant  BROOKS, b u t  was of 
Captain MEDINA. 

Q (Marking Exh ib i t  P-170) Po in t  6 w i l l  be t h e  
approximate a rea  where M r .  BUNNING heard t h e  o r d e r  t o  s t o p  
t h e  k i l l i n g .  

A. From h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  I was s t i l l  on t h e  o u t s i d e  
of  t h e  v i l l a g e  a s  we c i r c l e d  it and we continued around t h e  
v i l l a g e .  And j u s t  c o l l e c t i n g  up t h e  people t h a t  were l e f t  i n  
t h e  v i l l a g e  and holding them a l l  a s  we went. And I went t o  
approximately he re ,  and from here  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  t o  t h e  end of 
t h e  v i l l a g e  we s t a r t e d  back t o  t h e  f r o n t ,  and we went t h i s  
approximate r o u t e  he re  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  

Q. P r i o r  t o  leaving  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  d id  you observe 
anything e l s e ?  

A. Yes. From p o i n t  6 t o  t h e  end of t h e  v i l l a g e  j u s t  
before  we l e f t  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  exac t  l o c a t i o n  
I saw a couple more rapes ,  a l s o .  

Q You c o u l d n ' t  g ive  t h e  approximate a r e a  where t h i s  
happened then? 
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A. No, no t  c l o s e  enough, t o  r e a l l y  say.  

Q - I n  o t h e r  words, from po in t  6 u n t i l  you e x i t e d ,  
you d id  observe a couple more rapes  then? 

A. Right . 
Q What happened a t  t h e  end of t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. When we go t  t o  t h e  end of the v i l l a g e  t o  my know-, 
ledge Lieutenant  BROOKS s a i d  t o  t u r n  loose  t h e s e  people,  
which was approximately 30 and then  a t  t h a t  time we turned 
t h e s e  people l o s e  and we cont inued,  and we s t a r t e d  t o  go 
back t o  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  corner  of My La i  ( 4 ) .  

I b e l i e v e  t h i s  i s  t h e  t ime we a t e  and so we 
s tayed h e r e  while  we a t e .  

Q While you w e r e  e a t i n g ,  d id  yoy set up a perime-
t e r ?  

A .  Right ,  w e  always do t h a t  when we s t o p  and we had 
a per imeter  he re  with our  p la toon be ing  on t h e  nor the rn  
corner  a t  t h e  end of My Lai  ( 4 ) .  

Q The nor thern  corner  of My La i  i 4 )  ? 

A .  Right. 

Q. (Marking Exh ib i t  P-170) P o i n t  8 w i l l  be  t h e  
approximate l o c a t i o n  where you a t e  lunch,  i s  t h a t  r i g h t ?  

A. Right.  

Q. Approximately what t ime d i d  you e a t  lunch t h e r e ,  
M r .  BUNNING? 

A .  I cannot r e c a l l  t h e  e x a c t  t ime,  b u t  it would be 
a l a t e  lunch. I t  would be  1 o 'c lock .  

Q. While you w e r e  a t  t h i s  nor the rn  co rne r  of My La i ,  
d id  you marry up wi th  t h e  o t h e r  company? 

A .  Yes, I know w e  joined back wi th  p a r t  of our company, 
I d o n ' t  know which companies it w a s ,  s i n c e  I was on t h i s  cor-
n e r  way over  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  

APP T-168 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR O F F I C I A L  USE ONLY 

Q. After  you a t e  lunch, where d i d  you go? 

A. Well, a f t e r  we a t e  lunch, we moved i n  an e a s t e r l y  
d i r e c t i o n  f o r  s e v e r a l  hundred meters where we made our over-
n i g h t  p o s i t i o n .  

Q.  A s  you l e f t  t h e  v i l l a g e  of My Lai  ( 4 ) ,  d i d  you
observe any o t h e r  bodies ,  groups? 

A *  . No, t h a t  r o u t e  w e  took ou t  of t h e r e ,  I d i d  no t  
observe any more bod ies . ,  

Q. While you were e a t i n g  lunch he re  o r  be fo re ,  o r  
any t i m e ,  d id  you observe any h e l i c o p t e r s  landing  i n  t h e  e a s t  
s i d e  of t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. I cannot remember. I s t a t e d  t o  t h e  C I D ,  I s a i d  
I d o n ' t ,  b u t  I r e a l l y  cannot r e c a l l  any h e l i c o p t e r s  landing .  

Q - M r .  B U N N I N G ,  i s  t h e r e  anything e l s e  t h a t  you can 
r e c a l l  t h a t  you perhaps f o r g o t  and can r e c a l l  now of any 
o t h e r  i n c i d e n t s  t h a t  occurred t h a t  you have no t  a l r eady  t o l d  
us  about? 

A. No, t h a t  i s  a l l  t h a t  I can t h i n k  of a s  what hap-
pened. I cannot th ink  of anything e l s e  t h a t  is  important .  

Q I showed you a number of p i c t u r e s  p r i o r  t o  our  
p l o t t i n g  your r o u t e  on t h i s  map. Am I c o r r e c t  i n  saying  t h a t  
o t h e r  than  t h e  one p i c t u r e  of Captain MEDINA you cannot 
i d e n t i f y  any o t h e r  photos and a s s o c i a t e  them with some p a r t  
of t h e  map? 

A. N O ,  because most everybody i n  these  photos here  
were no t  i n  my pla toon and I cannot i d e n t i f y  them as d e f i -
n i t e  p laces .  

Q You cannot i d e n t i f y  any o t h e r  photographs o t h e r  
than  t h e  one of Captain MEDINA (Exhib i t  P-8) ? 

A. I recognize DUSTIN on photograph P-14. 

Q. There i s  nothing e l s e  then t h a t  you can t e l l  us 
t h a t  s t i c k s  i n  your mind? 

A. No, t h a t  i s  about it. 
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Q- M r .  BUNNING,  i f  t h e  photograph and t h e  rou te  t h a t  
you have taken and t h e  events  t h a t  you have l i s t e d  he re  a r e  
c o r r e c t ,  I ' d  apprec ia te  it i f  you would s i g n  your name a t  t h e  
top  le f t -hand corner .  

(Witness s i g n s  t h e  a e r i a l  photo) 

A.  Right.  

Q. The photograph t h a t  M r .  BUNNING has j u s t  signed 

i s  entered a s  Exh ib i t  P-170. 


M r .  BUNNING, you had mentioned i n  your p r i o r  t e s t i -  
mony t h a t  you remember a pe r son ' s  name s t a r t i n g  w i t h  a G .  I 
show you a r o s t e r  here  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  of C / 1 / 2 0 .  Would you 
look through t h i s  r o s t e r  and s e e  i f  you can i d e n t i f y  t h a t  
person? 

A. Yes, t h i s  man i s  r i g h t  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) ,  GARFOLO. 

Q a  
 Would you expla in  who GARFOLO was? 

A. The man who I mentioned be fo re ,  who was t h e  hip- 
p i e  and he was a r e a l  good guy, and when we went i n t o  t h e  
v i l l a g e s ,  and a l l  he would do i s  t a l k  t o  t h e  v i l l a g e r s  
and t r y  t o  make f r i e n d s  wi th  a l l  of them. 

Q. M r .  BUNNING,  i f  I r e c a l l  c o r r e c t l y ,  you- jo ined  t h e  
u n i t  i n  Hawaii? 

A. Y e s .  

Q - You mentioned something about t r a i n i n g  i n  your 
p r i o r  testimony. I would l i k e  t o  g e t  a l i t t l e  more i n f o r -
mation. Did you rece ive  any t r a i n i n g  on t h e  p r i s o n e r s  of 
war and t h e  handl ing of noncombatants? 

A .  It was n o t  r e a l l y  a t r a i n i n g  course ,  because when 
I joined t h e  u n i t ,  it was g e t t i n g  ready t o  move t o  Vietnam 
r i g h t  then ,  b u t  during t h e  small  b r i e f i n g  o r  b r i e f i n g s ,  we 
were t o l d - - i t  was e i t h e r  i n  Hawaii--we were t o l d  q u i t e  ex-
t e n s i v e l y  on mistreatment  and how t o  handle p r i s o n e r s  and 
a l l  of t h i s  proper ly .  

Q. You d i d  rece ive  t r a i n i n g  i n  handl ing PW's and 
noncombatants? 

A.  Not t r a i n i n g ,  b u t  a b r i e f i n g  on how t o  handle them. 
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Q This  would b e  a l e c t u r e  t ype  c l a s s ?  

A .  Y e s ,  a l e c t u r e  t y p e  c l a s s .  

Q Did you a l s o  r e c e i v e  t h i s  t r a i n i n g  when you 
a r r i v e d  i n  Vietnam? 

A .  Like  I s a i d ,  it w a s  e i t h e r  Hawaii o r  Vietnam. 

& M r .  B U N N I N G ,  I show you E x h i b i t  M-2 which i s  a 
Xerox copy of a ca rd  which is e n t i t l e d  "Nine Rules"  and 
I ask  you t o  look a t  it and t e l l  m e  i f  you have e v e r  s een  
o r  r ece ived  one of t h e s e  ca rds?  

A.  W e  r e c e i v e d  t h e  ca rd .  W e  r ece ived  a c a r d  l i k e  
t h i s  o r  s t a t i n g  t h e  same t h i n g .  I" n o t  s u r e  whether  it 
w a s  e x a c t l y  t h i s  c a r d  o r  n o t ,  b u t  we d i d  r e c e i v e  a c a r d  s t a t -
i n g  t h e  same t h i n g .  I ' m  n o t  s u r e  whether it was e x a c t l y  t h i s  
ca rd  o r  n o t ,  b u t  w e  d i d  r e c e i v e  a c a r d  s t a t i n g  t h e  same t h i n g .  

Q Was t h e r e  any f u r t h e r  d i s c u s s i o n  on t h e s e  c a r d s  
af ter  you r ece ived  them? 

A. W e l l ,  t h e  on ly  i n s t r u c t i o n s  t h a t  I r e c a l l ,  w e  
w e r e  t o l d  t h i s  i s  t h e  way we w e r e  t o  conduct  o u r s e l v e s  ove r  
t h e r e .  W e  w e r e  a l s o  t o l d  t h a t  w e  a r e  i n  a f o r e i g n  
count ry  and we are a g u e s t  over  t h e r e  and it was a l l  ex-
p l a i n e d  q u i t e  w e l l  t o  us .  

Q I f u r t h e r  show you a copy of  an E x h i b i t  M-3 . 
which i s  e n t i t l e d  t h e  "Enemy i n  your Hands" and a g a i n  would 
l i k e  you t o  t e l l  m e  whether you have seen o r  r e c e i v e d  t h i s  
t ype  of  a ca rd?  

A .  Y e s ,  I do r e c a l l  r e c e i v i n g  a c a r d  w i t h  t h i s  on it. 
Although, a t  t h e  t i m e ,  I do n o t  r e c a l l  t h e s e  p h r a s e s  be ing  
on it, b u t  w e  had a c a r d  o r  copy of  such a t h i n g ,  s t a t i n g  
t h e s e  t h i n g s .  

Q You are t a l k i n g  about  t h e  key ph rases  t h a t  would 
b e  on t h e  back of  t h e  ca rd  t h a t  w e r e  i n  Engl i sh  and V i e t -
namese? 

T h a t ' s  c o r r e c t .  

Q Did you e v e r  r e c e i v e  any o t h e r  ca rd  o r  i n s t r u c -
t i o n  about key ph rases  such a s  t h e  ones  l i s t e d  h e r e ?  
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A. Not t o  t h e  b e s t  o f  my knowledge, I never  had any.
W e  had q u i t e  a hard  t i m e  l e a r n i n g  them a l l .  However, we were 
t o l d  t h e  major ones l i k e  "dung l a i "  f o r  h a l t  and w e  were t o l d  
a couple  of  o t h e r  ones which I cannot  r e c a l l  a t  Lhis t i m e .  

Q You d i d  r e c e i v e  a ca rd  s i m i l a r  t o  t h i s ?  

A. Y e s ,  it may n o t  have been t h i s  one ,  b u t  w e  d i d  
have a c a r d  s t a t i n g  t h i s  in format ion .  

Q. M r .  BUNNING, t h i s  concludes  t h i s  p o r t i o n  of t h e  
i n t e rv i ew.  Is t h e r e  anyth ing  e l s e  you can r e c a l l  t h a t  
might be of some a s s i s t a n c e  t o  General  PEERS? 

A. No, n o t  r e a l l y .  W e  have p r e t t y  w e l l  covered 
it as f a r  as I know. I cannot  t h i n k  of  any th ing  else i m -
p o r t a n t  o t h e r  t h a n  what w a s  a l r e a d y  d i s c u s s e d .  

MAJ ZYCHOWSKI: W e  a p p r e c i a t e  your coming h e r e  today and t h e  i n  
format ion t h a t  you have given t o  us .  

The h e a r i n g  w i l l  be r eces sed .  

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  1426 hour s ,  16 January 
1970. ) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: FIELDS, Dean PV2 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 15 January 1 970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 1 6  MARCH 1968: BROOKS' RTO. 

1. PRJ3OPERATIONAL PLANS AND BRIEFINGS. 

H e  d i d  n o t  remember a memorial s e r v i c e  preceding 
MEDINA's  b r i e f i n g ,  and he r e c a l l e d  l i t t l e  of t h e  b r i e f i n g  
i t s e l f  (pgs.  3 ,  4 ) .  He knew he was supposed t o  des t roy  
everyth ing  i n  t h e  v i l l z g c ,  bn t  he conld c e t  rsmembsr who . 
t o l d  him t o  do t h i s  (pg. 5 ) .  Looking back he be l ieved 
t h i s  meant t o  k i l l  t h e  c i v i l i a n s ,  b u t  he d i d  n o t  th ink  
t h i s  a t  t h e  t ime of t h e  b r i e f i n g  (pgs. 5 ,  6 ) .  He 
r e c o l l e c t e d  no p la toon b r i e f i n g  o r  b r i e f i n g  o f  p l - "LOO^ 

l e a d e r s  (pgs.  4 ,  6)  . The men looked forward t o  t h e  
My ~ a i  opera t ion  because they f e l t  they  would see  some 
a c t i o n  (pg. 5 )  . 
2.  ASSAULT ON MY LA1 . 

a. Action i n  t h e  hamlet. 

(1) Entry i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

FIELDS a r r i v e d  on t h e  l a s t  l i f t  (pg. 6)  . 
H i s  h e l i c o p t e r  received no h o s t i l e  f i r e  (pg. 6 ) .  The 
platoon formed a l i n e  on t h e  o u t s k i r t s  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e  and 
waited f o r  t h e  o r d e r  t o  move forward (pg. 6 ) .  There 
was no enemy f i r e  a t  t h i s  time (pg. 6 ) .  A s  FIELDS under- 
s tood  it a t  t h i s  p o i n t ,  t h e  p l a t o o n ' s  mission was t o  k i l l  
every th ing  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  a n d ' d e s t r o y  a l l  VC supp l i e s  
(pg. 7 ) .  The: men moved through t h e  o u t s k i r t s  'of t h e  
v i l l a g e  from west t o  e a s t  (pg. 7)  . 
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(2) 0bserva t i .ons  i.n t h e  v i l l a ' g e .  

A s  t h e  p l a toon  moved through t h e  v i l l a g e  
hootches  were burned and r e s i d e n t s  were s h o t  on s i g h t  
(pg.  8 ) .  They k i l l e d  a l l  c i v i l i a n s  t hey  s a w  from t h e  o n s e t  
o f  t h e i r  e n t r y  i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  r e g a r d l e s s  o f  t h e  p e r s o n ' s  
age o r  s e x  (pgs .  8,  9 ,  2 5 ) .  The men w e r e  n o t  o u t  o f  
c o n t r o l ,  t h e y  were j u s t  doing an e f f i c i e n t  job (pg.  26) . 
They a c t e d  as i f  t hey  were under o r d e r s  t o  do t h i s  (pg.  20) . 
H e  saw o l d  women s h o t  ho ld ing  bab ie s  (pg.  9 )  . H e  saw a 
f i v e  o r  s i x  month o l d  baby s h o t  and an o l d  ma=-placed a g a i n s t  
a w a l l  s o  t h a t  bayone ts  cou ld  be thrown a t  him (pg.  9 ) .  
A group o f  20-25 people  w e r e  p u t  i n  a c i r c l e  and s h o t  down 
(pg.  9 ) .  I n  t o t a l  h i s  p l a toon  k i l l e d  between 75 and 100 
people  (pg.  9 ) .  No p r i s o n e r s  w e r e  t aken  u n t i l  t h e  end 
of t h e  miss ion  (pg.  8 ) .  The p l a toon  w a s  i n  My L a i  between 
30 and 45 minutes  (pg.  17) . 

m 

(3 )  A t t i t u d e  of  t h e  men a t  t h i s  p o i n t .  c: 

The men seemed t o  en joy  doing t h i s  and 
appeared t o  b e  "having a b a l l "  (pgs .  20, 21, 23) . FIELDS CI 
thought  t hey  enjoyed it because they h a t e d  t h e  VC due t o  0 
t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  VC were t h e  cause  o f  t h e i r  be ing  i n  
Vietnam (pg.  2 1 )  . H e  thought  somebody h i g h e r  up wanted 
t h i s  done and he  d i d  n o t  t h i n k  t h a t  anyone would g e t  i n  
t r o u b l e  ove r  it (pgs .  22, 2 3 ) .  BROOKS saw t h e  same 
t h i n g s  he  s a w ,  b u t  BROOKS d i d  n o t  s h o o t  anybody (pgs .  24, 25 )  . 

b. ~ c t i o n s  i n  Binh Tay. 

I n  response t o  a c a l l  ove r  t h e  r a d i o  t h e  p l a toon  
moved i n t o  an open area i n  t h e  nor thwest  s e c t i o n  of  t h e  
v i l l a g e  where a h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t  had popped r e d  smoke t o  
mark t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  two dead VC w i th  weapons (pgs .  1 0 ,  1 2 ) .  
While i n  Binh Tay they  checked o u t  hootches  and k i l l e d  l o t s  
of  l i v e s t o c k  (pgs .  11, 1 4 )  . A group o f  15-20 men, women, 
and c h i l d r e n  were rounded up (pg.  13) . He thought  t hey  
were going t o  be  l e f t  a lone ,  b u t ,  as they  s t a r t e d  t o  l e a v e ,  
RASCHEVITZ f i r e d  two M-79 rounds i n t o  t h e  group (pg.  1 3 ) .  
The f i r s t  s h o t  missed t h e  people  b u t  t h e  second round 
exploded i n  t h e i r  mids t  (pg .  1 3 ) .  A couple  o f  s o l d i e r s  
were o rde red  t o  p u t  t h e  rest  o f  t h e  people  o u t  o f  t h e i r  
misery wi th  t h e i r  M - 1 6 ' s  (pgs .  13 ,  29) . FIELDS d i d  n o t  
know who gave t h e  o r d e r  t o  do t h i s ,  b u t  looked upon i t  as 
an a c t  of  mercy (pgs .  13 ,  2 9 ) .  BROOKS was t h e r e  (pg.  1 3 ) .  
He d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  an  o r d e r  t o  s t o p  shoo t ing  c i v i l i a n s  coming 
i n  ove r  t h e  r a d i o  about  t h i s  t i m e ,  b u t  knew t h a t  they  f r e e d  
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de ta inees  a f t e r  t h i s  (pg. 1 6 ) .  They l e t  a group of 15 t o  
20 people go when t h e  platoon l e f t  Binh Tay (pg. 1 4 ) .  He 
thought t h e  k i l l i n g  was unnecessary,  b u t  only f e l t  bad 
about k i l l i n g  t h e  ch i ld ren  ( ~ g s . 1 9 ~ 2 3 ) .The p la toon 
was i n  Binh Tay f o r  an hour (pg. 3 2 )  . 

c .  Action a f t e r  leaving  Binh Tay. 

FIELDS r e c a l l e d  checking o u t  VC wi th  weapons a f t e r  
leaving Binh Tay (pg. 1 4 ) .  They re tu rned  t o  My Lai where 
he saw two l a r g e  c i r c l e s  of  o l d  women and c h i l d r e n  ly ing  
dead (pg. 1 5 ) .  This was on t h e  l e f t  s i d e  of a t r a i l  t h a t  
went around t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg. 1 5 ) .  He d i d  n o t  s e e  any 
National  P o l i c e  a t  t h e  l a a g e r  s i t e  (pg. 18) . 

d. Knowledge of rapes t ak ing  p lace  dur ing  t h e  
opera t ion .  

DELGADO and RODRIGUEZ t o l d  him they  had raped a 
g i r l  (pg. 2 7 ) .  He l a t e r  s a w  t h e  g i r l  a l i v e  (pg. 2 6 ) .  He 
witnessed t h e  rape of a g i r l  by JOLLY and TORRES (pg. 30) .  
JOLLY h e l d  t h e  g i r l  while  TORRES raped h e r  and TORRES 
re turned t h e  favor  by a s s i s t i n g  JOLLY (pg. 3 1 ) .  The g i r l  
strx2ggled thrcu-hnut  ?I . EL!CH,~!C% F?ZS nearby b ~ t  

y--- ( ~ 9 -d - I  

FIELDS d i d  n o t  know if he saw it (pg. 31) . This rape 
occurred a f t e r  they had re turned  t o  My Lai  from Binh Tay 
(pg. 3 2 ) .  He knew nothing about HODGES raping  a g i r l  
(pg. 31) . Rapes were n o t  common on t h e i r  ope ra t ions  (pg. 31) . 
3. INQUIRIES AFTER THE ASSAULT. 

FIELDS d i d  n o t  s e e  Colonel HENDERSON a f t e r  t h e  e x t r a c t i o n  
(pg. 18). He r e c a l l e d  WESTMORELAND'S l e t t e r  being read  
and being t o l d  t h a t  t h e r e  would be an i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  b u t  
could n o t  remember who s a i d  t h i s  (pg. 1 8 ) .  He w a s  never 
t o l d  t o  keep q u i e t  and was never asked ques t ions  about 
the  i n c i d e n t  (pg. 1 9 ) .  He knew of  no one i n  t h e  company 
who was quest ioned (pg. 1 9 ) . He d i d  n o t  know why t h e  
i n c i d e n t  w a s  n o t  r epor ted  (pg. 2 1 )  . 
4 .  OTHER INFORMATION. 

a .  Radio t ransmiss ions .  

The body count was n o t  r epor ted  over  t h e  r a d i o ,  
however, t h e  cap tu re  of t h e  VC weapons was t r ansmi t t ed  
(pgs. 1 6 ,  17), 
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b. Assessment of officers. 

BROOKS was a n ice  o f f i c e r  who was only s t r i c t  when 
necessary ( p g .  2 6 )  . MEDINA was a good o f f i c e r  who took 
c a r e  of t h e  men (pg. 2 8 ) .  He d i d  no t  know Lieutenant  
Colonel BARKER {pg. 2 8 )  . 
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(The hear ing  reconvened a t  1022 hours ,  15 January 
1970.) 

MR WEST: The hear ing  w i l l  come t o  order .  

RCDR : 
MAJ ZYCHO

The fol lowing named persons 
WSKI, and M A J  COOP. 

a r e  p resen t :  MR WEST, 

The nex t  wi tness  i s  P r i v a t e  E-2 Dean FIELDS Jr. 

(PVT FIELDS was c a l l e d  as  a wi tness ,  was sworn, 
, and t e s t i f i e d  a s  follows: ) 

W i l l  you s t a t e  your f u l l  name, grade,  Soc ia l  Secu- 
r i t y  number, branch of s e r v i c e ,  o rgan iza t ion ,  and s t a t i o n ?  

A. P r i v a t e  Dean FIELDS, Jr., , Headquarters 
and Headquarters Company, 2d Brigade, 1st Armored Divis ion,  
For t  Hood, Texas, U . S .  Army. 

MR WEST: P r i v a t e  FIELDS, be fo re  we g e t  i n t o  any ques t ions ,  

I want t o  t e l l  you something about t h i s  inqu i ry  and what it i s  

about. 


This i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was d i r e c t e d  j o i n t l y  by t h e  
Secre tary  of t h e  Army and tlie Chief of S t a f f ,  United S t a t e s  
Army, f o r  t h e  purpose of determining f a c t s  and making f ind-  
i n g s  and recommendations concerning: 

(1)t h e  adequacy of p r i o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  and in-  
q u i r i e s  i n t o  what i s  now commonly r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  the  My Lai 
i n c i d e n t  of 16 March 1968, and 

( 2 )  p o s s i b l e  suppression o r  withholding of i n £  ormation 
by any person who had a duty t o  r e p o r t  and f u r n i s h  information 
concerning t h i s  i n c i d e n t ;  i n  o t h e r  words, whether t h e r e  was 
a coverup. 

We a r e  n o t  i n q u i r i n g  i n t o  a l l  f a c t s  and circum- 
s t a n c e s  of what happened a t  My Lai.  For example, we a r e  
n o t  d i r e c t l y  concerned about p o s s i b l e  c r imina l  c u l p a b i l i t y  
of any i n d i v i d u a l ,  something he d i d  t h a t  day t h a t  .may have 
been wrong. 

W e  have had made a v a i l a b l e  t o  us and have re-
viewed p r i o r  of f i c i a l  s ta tements  of o t h e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ~  of 
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t h e  My Lai i n c i d e n t ,  and we have t a l k e d  t o  many of t h e  mem- 
b e r s  of C/1/20. 

Your testimony w i l l  be taken under oa th .  A 
verbatim t r a n s c r i p t  w i l l  be prepared, and a tape  recording 
i s  being made i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  verbatim notes  being 
taken by the  r e p o r t e r .  

The genera l  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of our  r e p o r t  w i l l  
be conf iden t i a l .  However it i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h e  testimony, 
o r  p a r t s  of it, may l a t e r  become a mat ter  of p u b l i c  know- 
ledge. 

You a r e  d i r e c t e d  n o t  t o  d i scuss  your testimony 
w i t h  o t h e r s ,  inc lud ing  o t h e r  wi tnesses ,  except  a s  you a r e  
requi red  s o  t o  do i n  t h e  performance of your o f f i c i a l  d u t i e s ,  
o r  a s  you may be requ i red  t o  do be fo re  a competent admin- 
i s t r a t i v e ,  j u d i c i a l ,  o r  l e g i s l a t i v e  body. For example, 
t h e r e  i s  a subcommittee of the House Armed Serv ices  Com- 
m i t t e e  ques t ioning  some people about t h e  My Lai inc iden t .  
Some people who appear he re  a r e  being c a l l e d  f o r  t h a t  
subcommittee. Of course,  our  d i r e c t i o n  t o  you no t  t o  d i s -  
cuss your testimony would n o t  apply i f  you a r e  c a l l e d  
be fo re  a congress ional  subcommittee. 

Have you rece ived  an o rde r  from t h e  m i l i t a r y  
judge i n  t h e  case of t h e  United S t a t e s  v. Cal ley? He has 
i s sued  an o rde r  i n  which he has d i r e c t e d  wi tnesses  and 
p o t e n t i a l  wi tnesses  i n  t h a t  case no t  t o  d i scuss  t h i s  t e s -
timony. Have you rece ived  such an order?  

A. Yes. 

Q - It  i s  permiss ib le  wi th in  the  l i m i t s  of t h a t  o r d e r ,  
he re  today, t o  g ive  your testimony. This has  been worked o u t  
wi th  Judge KENNEDY. A t  t he  same time, your appearance h e r e  
does no t  a f f e c t  t h a t  o rde r .  They a r e  both compatible. Now, 
do you have any ques t ions  up t o  t h i s  poin t?  

A. No, I don ' t .  

Q- P r i v a t e  FIELDS, what was your duty assignment on 
16 March 1968? 

A.  My duty assignment? You mean t h e  job t h a t  I he ld?  

(FIELDS) 2 APP T-156 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 




FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

Q Yes? 

A. I was RTO f o r  Lieutenant  CALLEY. 

Q *  What was Lieutenant  CALLEY's duty a t  t h a t  time? 

A. You mean who he w a s  i n  charge o f ?  

Q- Yes? Lieutenant  CALLEY, C-A-L-L-E-Y? 

A. H e  w a s  i n  charge of t h e  2d Pla toon,  I th ink .  

Q. The f a c t  is ,  on 1 6  March 1968, he w a s  t h e  platoon 
l eader  of t h e  1st Platoon. When d i d  you f i r s t  hea r  of t h e  
planned a s s a u l t  on My Lai  ( 4 ) ?  

A. I t  was t h e  day before  we went on t h e  mission. 

Q- It w a s  on 15 March 1968? 

A. Y e s .  

Q- D o  you remember a m e m o r i a l  s e r v i c e  being he ld  f o r  
some men of t h e  company who had been k i l l e d  about  t h i s  time? 

A. No, I d o n ' t .  

Q. How d i d  you hear  of t h e  a s s a u l t  on My L a i  (4)? 
Was t h i s  i n  a b r i e f i n g  by t h e  company commander? 

A. W e  w e r e  a l l  c a l l e d  t o g e t h e r ,  and w e  s a t  on some-
t h i n g  l i k e  b leachers ,  and we w e r e  t o l d  about t h i s .  W e  w e r e  
supposed t o  make an a s s a u l t  on t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q. Who t o l d  you? 

A. Captain MEDINA. 

Q. Can you t e l l  us j u s t  what Captain MEDINA s a i d ?  

A. N o ,  I c a n ' t  remember. 

a .  You mean you d o n ' t  remember anything he sa id?  

A. N o ,  I d o n ' t .  
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Q. Did he t e l l  you about what t h e  plan was f o r  t h e  
opera t ion?  What t h e  p la toons  were supposed t o  do,  o r  what t h e  
men were supposed t o  do? 

A. I f  I remember r i g h t ,  w e  were t o l d  t h a t  it was a  
suspected VC v i l l a g e .  T h a t ' s  about a l l  I can remember t h a t  
he s a i d .  

Q. Do you remember whether he t o l d  you what kind of 
opera t ion  it was? 

A. No. 

Q. Do you remember h i s  o rde r s  a s  t o  what each p la-
toon was supposed t o  do, o r  what t h e  men were supposed t o  do? 

A. No, I d o n ' t .  

Q. Did your p la toon l e a d e r  give you a b r i e f i n g  a f t e r -
wards? 

A. No. When we go t  t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  it was when w e  g o t  
t o  the v i l l a g e .  

Q. Well, l e t ' s  s t i c k  t o  t h e  15th.  How about your
pla toon se rgean t ,  d i d  he come around and t a l k  t o  you? 

A. Not t h a t  I can r e c o l l e c t ,  no. 

Q You were an RTO a t  t h i s  time? 

A. Yes. 

Q What o the r  opera t ion  had you been on be fo re  t h i s ?  

A. J u s t  r e g u l a r  p a t r o l s ,  around t h e  LZ D o t t i e  a rea .  

Q. What was your job on t h e s e  o t h e r  opera t ions?  

A. RTO . 
Q. For whom? 

A. I c a n ' t  remember whether they were CALLEY o r  
BROOKS. 
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Q- What k ind  of r a d i o  d id  you ca r ry?  

Q. Is t h a t  t h e  one you c a r r i e d  i n  t h e  company "push"? 

A. Yes. 

Q- Now, l e t ' s  go t o  t h e  next  day. F i r s t  of a l l ,  be-
f o r e  we do t h a t ,  do you remember t h a t  evening a t  LZ D o t t i e  
a f t e r  the  b r i e f i n g  by Captain MEDINA? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q Can you t e l l  us what the  a t t i t u d e  of t h e  men was? 

A. I guess they more o r  l e s s  looked forward t o  going 
t o  My L a i  ( 4 ) .  

Q - Why was t h i s ?  

A. Well, q u i t e  a few times when we d i d  go o u t ,  we 
d i d n ' t  make any con tac t  wi th  any of t h e  VC, and I guess they 
thought t h a t  going through My Lai  ( 4 ) ,  they would see  a l i t t l e  
b i t  of a c t i o n .  

Q .  Why d i d  they th ink  t h i s ?  

A. I guess because they were t o l d  t h a t  it was supposed 
t o  be a suspected  VC v i l l a g e .  

Q I wish you would th ink  hard ,  P r i v a t e  FIELDS, and 
see  if you can r e c a l l  anything t h a t  Captain MEDINA s a i d .  This  
was t h e  time when t h e  o rde r s  were given t o  t h e  company and 
everybody was t o l d  what t o  do. 

A. I know we were--they were supposed t o  des t roy  every-
t h i n g  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  b u t  I c a n ' t  remember who t o l d  us ,  o r  a t  
what t i m e  w e  were t o l d ,  t h a t  we w e r e  supposed t o  do t h i s .  

Q- What d i d  you understand " t h i s "  t o  mean? 

A. Well, a t  t h e  t ime, I d i d n ' t  know exac t ly  what it 
meant u n t i l  we g o t  i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  and everybody 
s t a r t e d  shoot ing  these  c i v i l i a n s  i n  t h e r e .  I guess  it meant 
t o  k i l l  t h e  c i v i l i a n s  and everyth ing  t h a t  l i v e d  i n  the re .  
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Q. But you d i d n ' t  understand t h a t  t h a t  was t h e  way 
it was t o  be ahead of t ime? 

A. No. 

Q ,Do you remember anything being s a i d  about how long
t h e  opera t ion  was supposed t o  l a s t ?  

A. No, I d o n ' t .  

Q. Do you remember whether your platoon l eader  went 
t o  a meeting of t h e  platoon l e a d e r s  and platoon se rgean t s  a f t e r -
wards wi th  Captain MEDINA? 

A. No, I c a n ' t  remember i f  t h e r e  w a s  a meeting o r  not .  

Q. Now, l e t ' s  go t o  t h e  next  day, t h e  1 6 t h ,  t h e  f i r s t  
t h i n g  i n  t h e  morning. Char l i e  Company was l i f t e d  i n t o  an a r e a  
j u s t  west of My Lai  ( 4 )  t h a t  morning. Do you remember what 
l i f t  you were i n ?  cdr. 

€: ; 
A. I t  was e i t h e r  t h e  second o r  t h e  t h i r d  l i f t .  I d o n ' t  
know exac t ly  which one it was. 

CC 
Q. But you remember it wasn ' t  t h e  f i r s t  l i f t ?  C\( 

A. Right.  

Q. Can you t e l l  u s ,  t o  t h e  b e s t  of your memory, when 
you came i n  on t h e  l i f t  and approached t h e  LZ i f  anything 
happened? For example, was your h e l i c o p t e r  taken under f i r e ?  

A. There wasn ' t  any f i r e .  We d i d n ' t  r e c e i v e  any 
f i r e .  

Q. Would you t e l l  us  what you d i d  a f t e r  you landed? 

A. Well, a s  we g o t  of f  t h e  chopper, we a l l  made, more 
o r  l e s s ,  a l i n e  along t h e  o u t s k i r t s  of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  and waited 
f o r  our  l eader s  t o  t e l l  us  when t o  move i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q A t  t h i s  t i m e  w a s  t h e r e  any enemy f i r e ?  

A. No. 

Q - Can you t e l l  u s  what happened next?  
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A.  You mean a s  w e  went i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

Q- Whatever happened a f t e r  you formed up i n  a l i n e ?  
What d id  your p la toon do next?  

A. Well, a f t e r  w e  were landed, w e  were t h e r e  f o r  a 

few minutes,  and we were t o l d  t o  go ahead and s t a r t  going 

through t h e  v i l l a g e .  


Q. What w a s  t h e  p l a t o o n ' s  mission a t  t h i s  po in t?  

A . .  We were supposed t o  des t roy  everyth ing ,  and n o t  
l eave  anything a l i v e .  We w e r e n ' t  supposed t o  l eave  any kind 
of s u p p l i e s  f o r  t h e  VC. 

Q- Why do you say t h i s ?  Were t h e s e  some o rde r s  given 
t h a t  morning, o r  does t h i s  go back t o  Captain M E D I N A ' s  o rder  
t h e  n i g h t  before?  

A. Well, t h e s e  orders  were given--I c a n ' t  remember 
who they were given by. 

Q. Do you remember any of t h e  r a d i o  t r a f f i c  t h a t  
morning a f t e r  you g o t  on t h e  ground? 

A .  The only  r a d i o  t r a f f i c  t h a t  1 can remember i s  
when he was c a l l e d  and was t o l d  when t o  e n t e r  t h e  v i l l a g e .  
And c a l l  and t e l l  us  where h i s  l o c a t i o n  was a t  t h e  time. 

Q. By t h a t  you mean t h e  p la toon l e a d e r  would r e p o r t  
h i s  p o s i t i o n ?  

A.  Y e s ,  they  always r e p o r t .  

Q. How was t h i s  done? 'Did t h e  p la toon l eader  r e p o r t  
h imsel f ,  o r  d i d  he have you do i t ?  

A .  He does.  

( A t  t h i s  p o i n t ,  COL FRANKLIN and LTC MAHAFFEY joined 
t h e  hearing.  ) 

Q .  P r i v a t e  FIELDS, i n  f r o n t  of you i s  a l a r g e  a e r i a l  
photograph wi th  t h e  hamlet of My ~ a i  r i g h t  he re  i n  t h e  cen te r .  
You w i l l  n o t i c e  t h e  map t o  your l e f t  is a 1:25,000 s c a l e  map 
which has been admitted i n t o  evidence a s  MAP-4. 
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(MR WEST o r i e n t e d  t h e  wi tness  t o  t h e  map.) 

Could you i n d i c a t e  t o  us t h e  movements of t h e  
platoon as  you s t a r t e d  through t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Well, you say t h e  ocean was on t h e  e a s t .  Okay, 
w e  moved through t h e  v i l l a g e  from west t o  e a s t ,  towards 
t h e  ocean. 

Q Do you remember what p a r t  of t h e  v i l l a g e  your p la-
toon went through? 

A. L e t ' s  see .  The f a r  end corner  down h e r e ,  our 
platoon went through. 

Q. Can you t e l l  us  what happened t h e r e  a s  your p la-
toon s t a r t e d  moving through My Lai  ( 4 ) .  For example, were 
t h e  men f i r i n g  a s  they moved--what you might c a l l  a recon-
naissance by f i r e ,  o r  holding t h e i r  f i r e  u n t i l  they  saw a 
t a r g e t ?  J u s t  what d id  they  do? 

A. Well, they d i d n ' t  j u s t  f i r e  a s  they went through 
t h e  v i l l a g e .  They waited u n t i l  they seen a t a r g e t ,  and then  
they f i r e d  a t  it. 

Q Did they burn any houses a s  they  went along? 

A. Some of t h e  hootches were burned. 

Q. What happened when they came upon Vietnamese 
r e s i d e n t s  of t h e  hamlet? 

A. I f  t he  Vietnamese w e r e  o u t s i d e  of t h e i r  hootch, 
they were sho t .  I f  they weren ' t  o u t s i d e ,  they were i n s i d e .  
The men went i n s i d e  t o  check them o u t ,  and they went i n  there--
t h a t ' s  where they  were k i l l e d ,  i n s i d e  the  hootch. 

Q Did you t a k e  any p r i soners?  

A ,  Not u n t i l  about t h e  end of t h e  mission. 

Q - Then i n  t h e  f i r s t  p a r t  of it, based on your t e s -
timony, they  were k i l l i n g  a l l  t h e  c i v i l i a n s  t h a t  they  came 
across?  
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A. Yes. 

Q. Did it make any d i f f e r e n c e  a s  t o  age o r  sex? 

A. No, it d i d n ' t  make any d i f f e r e n c e  a t  a l l .  

Q Could you desc r ibe  what you saw i n  t h e  way of 
people being k i l l e d ?  Do you remember any p a r t i c u l a r  in-
s t ances?  

A. I d o n ' t  know; t h e r e  were s e v e r a l .  One, I guess 
he was no t  more than 5 o r  6 months o l d .  He was s h o t  with an 
M-60, and o l d  women were s h o t  along with t h e  babies  who they 
were holding. I t  d i d n ' t  r e a l l y  make any d i f f e r e n c e  how o l d  
they  were o r  how young they were; they were s h o t .  

Q Would you d e s c r i b e  some o t h e r  i n s t a n c e s ,  o r  g ive  
o t h e r  examples? 

I 

A .  There was one o l d  man t h a t  they pu t  a g a i n s t  t h e  
w a l l ,  and was throwing a bayonet a t  him. 

Q. Do you know who was doing t h i s ?  

A .  I c a n ' t  remember who it was. 

Q. Did you s e e  any groups of people k i l l e d ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q Would you d e s c r i b e  t h i s  p lease?  

A. I t  was about a group of  about 20 o r  ~ 2 5people,  
women and children--mostly women and c h i l d r e n ,  and I guess 
they  were j u s t  p u t  i n  a c i r c l e  and s h o t  down. 

Q Do you remember where SCHIEL was a t  t h i s  time? 

A .  No, I c a n ' t  remember where he was. 

Q. Do you remember who d i d  t h e  shoot ing  a t  t h i s  bunch? 

A .  No. 

Q. You c a n ' t  remember any names? 
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(The witness  gave a negat ive  response.)  

A s  I understand it, t h e  platoon went t o  t h e  north-
west p a r t  of t h e  hamlet. Would you t a k e  t h e  grease  p e n c i l  and 
mark o f f  t h e  r o u t e  t h e  platoon i n i t i a l l y  went through. 

(The wi tness  d i d  a s  requested.  The annotated 
photograph was later  d iscarded because it was f e l t  t o  be of 
no f u r t h e r  va lue . )  

Could you g ive  us  an es t ima te  of how many people,  
o r  t h e  t o t a l  number of people,  you th ink  were k i l l e d  i n  t h i s  
a rea  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  of t h e  hamlet by t h e  2d Platoon? This in-
c ludes  no t  only those  you saw k i l l e d ,  b u t  bodies  you saw. 

A. Seventy-five t o  one hundred. 

a • Can you t e l l  us what t h e  platoon d id  a f t e r  t h i s ?  

A. Well, a f t e r  we went through t h e  v i l l a g e ,  we went 
t o  a c e r t a i n  a r e a  which was o u t  i n  an open--more o r  l e s s  l i k e  
a r i c e  paddy, and t h e r e  was red  smoke. So we went over  t o  where 0 
t h e  red smoke was a t .  There was two Vie t  Cong which had 6 

tl
been s h o t  down by choppers, and w e  j u s t  recovered t h e  weapons 
and went on ahead. 

cj 

Q Did t h e  l i e u t e n a n t  t a k e  the  weapons? (\d 

A.  Yes. 

Q. Where d i d  t h e  p la toon proceed a f t e r  t h i s ?  

A .  I t  was more o r  l e s s  l i k e  a peninsula  p o r t i o n  of t h e  
v i l l a g e ;  it wasn ' t  r i g h t  onto t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q I ' l l  d i r e c t  your a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  wooded a r e a ,  
where t h e r e  a r e  some houses,  d i r e c t l y  nor th  of t h e  northwest 
corner  of My Lai  ( 4 ) .  T h i s  i s  a l i t t l e  subhamlet c a l l e d  Binh 
Tay. Now, d i d  t h e  p la toon do anything up i n  t h i s  l i t t l e  sub -
hamlet? 

A. Not t h a t  I can remember, no. 

Q.  Do you remember what t h e  platoon d i d  next?  
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A. We j u s t  went through t h i s  l i t t l e  p o r t i o n .  There 
weren ' t  very many houses. One of t h e  hootches was burned, 
and t h e r e  was one woman t h a t  was sho t .  

Q Do you remember see ing  Sergeant  BUCHANON the re?  

A .  I d o n ' t  know. 

Q e  Do you remember see ing  ROSCHEVITZ t h e r e ?  

A .  Y e s ,  ROSCHEVITZ w a s  t h e r e .  

Q. Could you t e l l  us what ROSCHEVITZ d i d ?  

A .  Well, we a l l  j u s t  s tood around and waited f o r  
o t h e r  o r d e r s  u n t i l  w e  moved o u t .  

Q- You were t h e  RTO f o r  t h e  p la toon l eader?  

A. Y e s ,  I was. 

Q When you came upon t h i s  l i t t l e  subhamlet, o r  
t h i s  l i t t l e  group of houses,  j u s t  what d i d  t h e  p la toon do? 
Did they  move through it a s  they d id  a t  t h e  northwest 
corner  of My La i  ( 4 ) ?  

A. More o r  l e s s  t h e  same way. We j u s t  went i n t o  a 
por t ion  of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  checked out  t h e  hootches,  and t h e  
c i v i l i a n s  was there--was a woman and a k i d .  

Q. P r i v a t e  FIELDS, we've had s e v e r a l  wi tnesses  who 
have t o l d  u s  t h e i r  s t o r i e s  on t h i s  and have i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  
a good b i t  more happened. I wish you would t h i n k  hard ,  and 
remember a l l  you can about what t h e  p la toon d i d  i n  t h i s  
l i t t l e  p lace .  

A .  I c a n ' t  remember anything e l s e  t h a t  we d i d  i n  t h a t  
p o r t i o n  of t h e  v i l l a g e .  We d i d  k i l l  some cows. 

Q. And you were wi th  t h e  p la toon l eader?  Who e l s e  
was around you a t  t h e  time? 

A. ROSCHEVITZ and WRIGHT. 

Q. Can you t h i n k  of any o t h e r  names? 

11 
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A. There were some Puerto Ricans, but  I c a n ' t  t h i n k  
of t h e i r  names. 

Q .  Was t h e  l i e u t e n a n t  i n  c o n t r o l  of t h e  platoon? 
Did he know what t h e  p la toon was doing a t  t h e  time? 

A .  I guess he d i d .  

Q .  How d id  t h e  p la toon know t o  go out  i n t o  t h e  r i c e  
paddy t o  p ick  up t h e  weapons? Did something come i n  over  
t h e  radio?  

A .  I t h i n k  we were given a c a l l  over  t h e  PRC-25, 
saying t h a t  t h e  choppers had k i l l e d  two of t h e  V i e t  Cong, 
and we were supposed t o  proceed t o  t h e  l o c a t i o n  where t h e  
smoke was. 

Q Did you a l s o  g e t  o rde r s  over t h e  company "push" t o  
go up t o  t h i s  o t h e r  l i t t l e  group of houses? 

A.  I c a n ' t  remember i f  t h e r e  was o r  no t .  

Q. While you w e r e  i n  t h e r e ,  do you remember a group
of 1 0  t o  20 Vietnamese c i v i l i a n s  being brought t o g e t h e r ,  and 
what happened t o  them? 

A. I can remember a group t h a t  we were near--of c i -
v i l i a n  people. They weren ' t  sho t .  They were l e t  go. They 
were r e l eased .  

Q .  You have no r e c o l l e c t i o n  o f , a  group being k i l l e d  
before  t h a t  t ime? 

A.  I seen groups t h a t  had a l r eady  been k i l l e d .  

Q. I n  t h i s  p lace?  Now, the o t h e r  evidence t h a t  
w e  have--the p lace  you a r e  t a l k i n g  about i s  t h e  l i t t l e  
subhamlet of Binh Tay, which shows on your a e r i a l  photo-
graph d i r e c t l y  nor th  of t h e  northwest corner  of My Lai  ( 4 ) .  
The o the r  evidence is t h a t  t h e  group, from 1 0  t o  20 Vietnamese 
people,  were rounded up t h e r e ,  and they were all s h o t  and 
k i l l e d .  ROSCHEVITZ f i r e d  s e v e r a l  M-79 rounds i n t o  t h e  group, 
and then they were f i n i s h e d  o f f  wi th  M-16's? 

A.  Oh, yes ,  I remember t h a t  now. 
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. Q =  Well now,' you d e s c r i b e  it. I d o n ' t  want t o  sug-
g e s t  anything t o  you? 

A. W e l l ,  they  were gathered t o g e t h e r ,  and they  were 
a l l  s i t t i n g  down, more o r  l e s s  l i k e  a c i r c l e .  

Q - How many were t h e r e ?  

A .  Counting women and ch i ld ren  t h e r e  were about 15 
o r  20 of them, and I guess they  were going t o  be l e f t  a lone ,  
you know. But a s  we s t a r t e d  t o  l eave ,  ROSCHEVITZ d i d  shoot  
a M-79 a t  them. The f i r s t  one missed them, i f  I ' m  no t  
mistaken. The second one h i t  one i n  t h e  c e n t e r  of them, 
and I c a n ' t  remember who t h e  person was wi th  t h e  M - 1 6 .  H e  
was t o l d  t o  more o r  l e s s  go ahead and k i l l  them because 
they had been wounded, and no sense t o  l eave  them ly ing  
t h e r e  and s u f f e r i n g .  

Q - Do yqu remember where GARZA w a s  a t  t h i s  time? 

A .  I th ink  he was on up ahead of us. We were, more 
o r  l e s s ,  l i k e  t h e  t a i l . e n d  of our  p la toon.  

Q Do you remember where BUNNING was? 

A .  I c a n ' t  remember who BUNNING was. 

Q. Where w a s  Sergeant  BUCHANON? 

A. I t h i n k  he w a s  with us .  

Q. Did he  g ive  the order  t o  f i n i s h  them o f f ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know i f  he d i d  o r  n o t .  

Q- Was t h e  l i e u t e n a n t  t h e r e ?  

A.  I ' m  p r e t t y  s u r e  he  w a s .  Yes, because I usua l ly  
s t a y  r i g h t  next  t o  t h e  l i e u t e n a n t  i n  case  he g e t s  a c a l l .  

Q- So anything you saw, he could have seen? 

A.  Yes. 

Q- Do you remember a c a l l  coming from Captain MEDINA 
sometime a f t e r  t h i s  group was f i n i s h e d  o f f ?  
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A. No, I c a n ' t  remember t h a t  a t  a l l .  

Q What d i d  t h e  platoon do a f t e r  t h i s ?  Were you s t i l l  
i n  t h i s  l i t t l e  p lace  c a l l e d  Binh Tay. 

A. .This r i g h t  i n  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )? 

Q. Yes. Did you keep on shoot ing up t h e  p lace ,  o r  
what d i d  you do? 

A. There was a p o r t i o n  t h a t  we went through t h a t  
w e  d id  do some shoot ing.  I th ink  most of t h a t  was j u s t  a t  
t h e  l i v e s t o c k  t h a t  they  had t h e r e .  I c a n ' t  remember i f  
they k i l l e d  anybody, b u t  I know we d i d  shoot  q u i t e  a b i t  of 
t h e  l i v e s t o c k  they  had. 

Q. Did you t a k e  any p r i s o n e r s  o r  d e t a i n  any c i v i l i a n s  
from t h e r e ?  I ' m  not  t a l k i n g  about t h e  group t h a t  was sho t .  

There was one group t h a t  we had. They were l e t  go. 

About how many i n  t h a t  group? 

About 15 o r  2 0  of them. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  which d i r e c t i o n  they went? 

A. We went back up through t h i s  v i l l a g e ,  t h e  way 
t h a t  we came, and then  we made a t u r n .  I t h i n k  they went 
nor th ,  how f a r  I d o n ' t  know. 

Q. What d id  t h e  p la toon do nex t ,  a f t e r  you f i n i s h e d  
up i n  t h i s  l i t t l e  p lace  c a l l e d  Binh Tay? 

A. I t h i n k  it was a f t e r  t h a t  we went over  and 
checked o u t  those  VC. I t h i n k  it was a f t e r  t h a t .  

Q.  Af ter  t h a t  you checked o u t  some VC? Where was 
t h i s ?  

3 ,  We were i n  a b i g ,  open r i c e  paddy a rea  where they  
were found. 

What happened a f t e r  t h a t ?Q 
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A. I c a n ' t  remember what we d i d  a f t e r  t h a t .  

Q Well, do you remember r e t u r n i n g  t o  My La i  ( 4 ) ,  o r  
d i d  you go t o  some o t h e r  p lace?  

A.  Yeah, w e  d id .  W e  came back down--I t h i n k  on t h e  
outskirts--more o r  l e s s ,  l i k e  a l i t t l e  pa th ,  o r  something on 
t h e  o u t s i d e  of t h e  v i l l a g e  by t h e  r i c e  paddy. T h a t ' s  where 
I saw s e v e r a l  b i g  round c i r c l e s  of  people l y i n g  t h e r e  dead. 

Q. Could you desc r ibe  t h a t  a l i t t l e  more c l o s e l y .
How many groups,  how many i n  each,  what they  looked l i k e ,  
ages and sex? 

A. There were two groups of people.  Most of them 
w e r e  o l d  women, and t h e r e  were a few men, n o t  many. The 
men were f a i r l y  o l d  too ,  and l i t t l e  c h i l d r e n ,  and it was--
I would say from 6 months on up t o  about a yea r  o r  2 yea r s  
old., and they  wer.e a l l  dead, j u s t  l y i n g  t h e r e .  

Q - Could you t e l l  us g e n e r a l l y  what p a r t  of t h e  
hamlet t h a t  was i n ?  Was it about i n  t h e  c e n t e r  of  t h e  v i l l a g e  
a s  you would move through it, b e f o r e  you g o t  t o  t h e  c e n t e r ,  
o r  a f t e r  i t ?  

A.  There was a r i c e  paddy a r e a .  I guess it w a s  about 
75 meters  wide. There was a t r a i l  on one s i d e  t h a t  went down. 
It was on t h e  le f t -hand s i d e  of t h e  t r a i l  t h a t  t h e s e  groups 
of people were a t .  

Q. Is t h i s  back i n  t h e  s e c t i o n  t h a t  your p la toon had 
gone through,  o r  w a s  t h i s  forward of t h a t ,  t o  t h e  e a s t ?  

A. This  was a d i f f e r e n t  s e c t i o n  because our  p la toon 
d idn ' t - -wel l ,  except  f o r  t h a t  one--didn ' t  go around and k i l l  
t h a t  many people i n  groups; j u s t  t h a t  one group. 

Q. What d i d  t h e  p la toon  do nex t?  

A. W e  met up wi th  someone from another  company? 

Q. What t i m e  of day w a s  t h i s ?  
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A. I t  was somewhere around noon. 

Q. Do you remember i f  you broke o u t  your C-rat ions 
and had lunch? 

A. There was a small  p o r t i o n  t h a t  we went through 
i n  t h a t  v i l l a g e . '  We waited t h e r e  f o r  a while .  I d o n ' t  know 
i f  we a t e  our  C-rat ions t h e r e  o r  a f t e r  we come back -

through t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q. A l l  r i g h t .  L e t  me ask you something else. Do you
remember t h e  p la toon l eader  r ece iv ing  an o rde r  t o  s t o p  t h e  
shooting? 

A. I c a n ' t  remember i f  he g o t  an o rde r  t o  s t o p  t h e  
shoot ing of t h e  c i v i l i a n s  o r  n o t ,  b u t  we d i d  s t o p  shoot ing.  
A l l  t h e  r e s t  of t h e  c i v i l i a n s  t h a t  we m e t  were l e t  go. 

Q After  t h a t  t i m e ?  

A.  Yes. 

Q While you were i n  t h e  l i t t l e  hamlet up t h e r e  
n o r t h  of My Lai  ( 4 ) ,  do you remember i f  t h e  l i e u t e n a n t  g o t  
a c a l l  from Captain MEDINA? 

A. The only c a l l  t h a t  I can remember, I t h i n k ,  is 
t h e  one where w e  were t o l d  t o  go check ou t  t h e  Vietnamese 
t h a t  were k i l l e d  by t h e  chopper. T h a t ' s  t h e  only one t h a t  I 
can remember. 

Q. Did you s e e  any v i s i t i n g  o f f i c e r s  t h a t  morning, 
o r  anybody from Task Force Barker o r  t h e  br igade  o r  t h e  
d i v i s i o n ?  

A. No. 

LTC MAHWFEY: When you saw t h i s  f i r s t  group k i l l e d ,  were you 
o r  Lieutenant  BROOKS r e p o r t i n g  body counts o r  k i l l s  over  
t n e  r a d i o  t o  Captain MEDINA? 

A. Not t h a t  I can remember, no. 

Q. Did you a t  any time during t h e  day? 
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No. 


Did you r e p o r t  p o l i c i n g  up t h e  weapons? 


A. Y e s .  There was a c a l l  he made saying t h a t  he 
recovered an AK and a ca rb ine  and s o  many Chicom rounds. 

Q. Who made t h a t  c a l l ?  

A. The p la toon l e a d e r .  


Q- But he d i d  no t  r e p o r t  any k i l l s ?  


A.  Not t h a t  I can remember. 

Q. When you were going through t h e  northwestern p a r t  
of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  d i d  you s e e  Sergeant  BUCHANON? 

A. We a o r e  o r  less followed a few f e e t  behind t h e  
p la toon as they  went through. 

Q. - . Who i s  we?. 

A. M e  and t h e  p la toon l e a d e r .  I ' m  p r e t t y  s u r e  BUCHANON 
was wi th  us ,  and they went through and j u s t  made s u r e  t h a t  
nobody s h o t  each o t h e r .  We j u s t  s tayed  a few f e e t  behind them. 

Q. About how long do you th ink  it took you t o  g e t  
through t h a t  p a r t  of t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. - I ' d  say  between 30 t o  4 5  minutes. 

Q. Who d i d  you say  repor ted  t h e  weapons? 

A. Our p la toon l e a d e r .  

Q. Now t h a t  w e  have t a l k e d  about  t h i s  t h i n g ,  do you 
remember t h e  name of your p la toon l eader?  

A. Y e s ,  I t  w a s  Lieutenant  BROOKS. 

Q. A l l  t h e  o t h e r  evidence t h a t  w e  have i n d i c a t e s  
t h a t  it was Lieutenant  BROOKS. Lieutenant  CALLEY had t h e  
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1st Platoon a t  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  time. The 1st Pla toon hqd the  
south p a r t  of My Lai ( 4 )  , and apparent ly  j u s t  about covered 
a l l - -o r  swept through a l l  of the  hamlet except  t h e  corner  up 
t h e r e  where t h e  2d Platoon went through. You mentioned, join-
i n g  up with another  company. Our evidence i s  t h a t  company 
was Bravo, and they were 4/3 .  When i n  the  l a a g e r  a r e a ,  d i d  
you s e e  any National  Pol ice?  

No, I d i d n ' t .A. 

Q. Do you r e c a l l  what Char l i e  Company d i d  t h e  next  
2 days,  t h e  1 7 t h  and the. 18th? 

A. No. I c a n ' t  remember what w e  d id .  

Q. Do you remember being l i f t e d  o u t  by h e l i c o p t e r  and 
taken back t o  LZ Dot t ie?  

A. No. 

Q Some of t h e  men of t h e  company were met by t h e  
b r igade  commander, Colonel HENDERSON, and he t a l k e d  t o  them 
a l i t t l e  while .  Were you i n  a group t h a t  was m e t  by Colonel 
HENDERSON? 

A. No. I d o n ' t  t h ink  so.  

Q. While you were i n  t h e  f i e l d ,  o r  a f te rwards ,  do 
you r e c a l l  Captain MEDINA g e t t i n g  t h e  company t o g e t h e r  and 
t e l l i n g  t h e  company t h a t  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was be ing  made of 
what had occurred a t  My Lai ( 4 )  on t h e  morning of 1 6  March 
'1968? 

A. Yes. I can remember someone saying t h a t ,  b u t  I 
d o n ' t  know who it was. Also, I remember t h a t  w e  were 
s e n t  a l e t t e r  saying t h a t  t h e  job t h a t  we d i d  was w e l l  done, 
or something l i k e  t h a t .  

Q Yes. The l a s t  t h i n g  you r e f e r r e d  t o ,  I t h i n k ,  w a s  
a commendation o r  congra tu la tory  message from General 
WESTMORELAND. But l e t ' s  go back t o  t h e  other th ing .  You d o n ' t  
r e c a l l  who t o l d  you about an i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A. No, I don ' t .  
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Q. Were YOU t o l d  anything else a t  t h i s  time? 

A. No. 

Q Did anyone t e l l  you t o  keep q u i t e  about  what 
happened i n  My Lai  ( 4 )  t h a t  morning? 

A.  No. 

Q- Did anybody ever  come and ask you ques t ions
about i t ?  

A .  No. 

Q You never t a l k e d  t o  an i n v e s t i g a t o r  about what 
happened a t  My Lai  ( 4 )  ? 

A .  Not u n t i l - -

Q • ( In te rpos ing)  While you w e r e  i n  Vietnam? 

A.  No. 

Q. Do you know anyone e l s e  i n  t h e  company who was 
quest ioned about  what happened i n  My La i  ( 4 ) ?  

A.  No, I d o n ' t .  

Q How d i d  t h e  men of t h e  p la toon  f e e l  about what 
had happened t h e r e  t h a t  morning? Did they  t a l k  it over  
a f te rwards?  

A .  I d i d n ' t  f e e l  l i k e  it was necessary.  I guess they  
more o r  l e s s  enjoyed it. They w e r e  having themselves a b a l l  
when they d i d  it. 

Q. You mean up t o  t h e  t ime they  g o t  o r d e r s  t o  s top? 

A. Y e s .  

Q.. Did you ever  s e e  anything l i k e  t h i s  before?  

A.  Never. 

Q Did you see anything l i k e  it s ince?  
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A .  No. 

Q One of  t h e  th ings  we ' re  t r y i n g  t o  determine i s  j u s t
why t h i s  unusual event  happened, because it was unusual 
f o r  American s o l d i e r s  t o  go i n  and k i l l  a number of c i v i l i a n s ,  
inc luding  women and l i t t l e  c h i l d r e n  and bab ies .  I ' m  s u r e  
you have thought about t h i s .  Would you g ive  us your opinion 
a s  t o  why it happened? 

A .  Well, I t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  reason why they  wanted t o  
go through t h e r e  and k i l l  everybody was because they s a i d ,  
it was a VC v i l l a g e ,  a s t ronghold .  I t  was supposed t o  have 
been a supply p o i n t  wi th  food, and they  wanted t o ,  more 
o r  l e s s ,  c u t  t h i s  o f f  from t h e  VC. So, by k i l l i n g  them, I 
guess they  thought t h a t ' s  what they  were doing: more o r  
less c u t t i n g  o f f  t h e  food and k i l l i n g  t h e  l i v e s t o c k .  

Q. I g e t  t h e  impression from what you t e l l  us t h a t  
t h e  men went i n  t h e r e  and were doing what they were ordered 
to  do. Is t h a t  your f e e l i n g  about i t ?  

A .  Yes. 

Q .  Did it occur  t o  you t h a t  t h i s  might be something
t h a t  could be c a l l e d  a war crime? 

A. No. 

Q .  The k i l l i n g  of women and c h i l d r e n ,  more o r  less, 
h e l p l e s s  noncornbants? 

A .  No, it d i d n ' t .  

Q. Well, how d i d  you and t h e  o t h e r  members of t h e  
p la toon regard  t h e s e  people,  t h e s e  Vietnamese, t h a t  you came 
across?  

A.  What d id  w e  th ink  of them? 

Q W e l l ,  f o r  example, d i d  you regard them a s  
f r i e n d l i e s ,  enemies--

A .  ( In te rpos ing)  More o r  l e s s  VC sympathizers.  
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Q. I t h i n k  you must r e a l i z e  t h a t  t h i s  i n c i d e n t  was 
no t  widely known u n t i l  q u i t e  r e c e n t l y .  The f a c t  i s ,  it was 
not  repor ted  t o  Headquarters,  Department of t h e  Army, u n t i l  
about 13 months a f t e r  it happened. Do you have any idea  why 
it was n o t  repor ted?  

A. No. 

COL FRANKLIN: FIELDS, you made t h e  s ta tement  t h a t  t h e  men 
s o r t  of enjoyed it, they were having a b a l l .  What do you 
mean by t h a t ?  

A. W e l l ,  they d i d n ' t  look l i k e  they ha ted  t o  do it; 
and a f t e r  they  l e f t  one hootch, they went t o  another  hootch 
expect ing t o  f i n d  some more they  co;ld k i l l .  I know f o r  a 
f a c t  t h a t  they  d i d n ' t  h a t e  t o  do it. 

Q. How do you know t h a t  f o r  a f a c t ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know, i t ' s  j u s t  t h e  way they ac ted-- tha t  
they--you more o r  l e s s  knew it. 

Q- W a s  t h i s  a couple of i n d i v i d u a l s  most ly,  o r  would 
you say  g e n e r a l l y  t h e  whole platoon? 

A. No. T h a t ' s  t h e  whole p la toon.  

Q Well, what was it t h a t  they enjoyed? J u s t  k i l l i n g ,  
or t h e  f a c t  t h a t  they  were k i l l i n g  VC and VC sympathizers? 

A. I guess t h e  f a c t  t h a t  they  were k i l l i n g  VC 
sympathizers.  

Q. Did your company h a t e  t h e  VC? 

A.  I guess everybody ha ted  VC t h a t  was over  t h e r e .  

Q. How about you pe r sona l ly?  

A. Yeah, I h a t e  them. 

Q. Why do you h a t e  them? 

A. I f  it wasn ' t  f o r  them, w e  wouldn ' t  have been over  
t h e r e .  

(FIELDS) 2 1  APP T-156 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

Q. How come you d o n ' t  wear your combat badge, FIELDS? 

A. Well, I was n o t i f i e d  t h a t  I was coming down h e r e  
about a day be fo re ,  and t h i s  is my only greens.  I never 
had my winter  greens ready. These pants  a r e n ' t  even a l t e r e d  
y e t ,  and I d i d n ' t  have a chance t o  do it. I was i n  t h e  C I D ' s  
o f f i c e  u n t i l  about 8:30 t h a t  n i g h t ,  and everything had c losed .  
I d i d n ' t  g e t  a chance t o  pick my uniform up. 

Q What's your rank,  PFC o r  p r i v a t e ?  

A. P r i v a t e .  

Q. What d i d  you g e t  busted f o r ?  

A. For d r i v i n g  on p o s t  without  a r e g i s t r a t i o n .  

Q. You say t h i s  never happened again i n  Vietnam. Why 
d i d  it happen a t  My Lai?  T h a t ' s  what we a r e  t r y i n g  t o  under-
s tand? Why d i d n ' t  Char l i e  Company do t h i s  t h e  next  day, f o r  
example, when you went t o  t h e  south? Why d i d  it j u s t  happen 
a t  My Lai--to k i l l  a l l  t h e s e  VC and VC sympathizers? You 
were a t  o the r  p laces  where t h e r e  were VC sympathizers? 

A. I d o n ' t  know why. 

Q. Did you have t h e  f e e l i n g ,  pe r sona l ly ,  t h a t  someone 
higher  up wanted you t o  do t h i s ?  

A.  I guess s o ,  o r  we wouldn't  have done it. 

Q. Did you t h i n k  t h a t  af terwards o r  a t  t h e  time 
it was happening? You saw t h i s  happening. Did you t h i n k  t h a t  
people were going t o  g e t  i n t o  a l o t  of t r o u b l e  f o r  t h i s ?  

A. No. I d i d n ' t  t h ink  they were going t o  g e t  i n t o  
any t r o u b l e  f o r  it. 

Q. Well, normally i f  you j u s t  k i l l  a k i d ,  you'd g e t  
i n  t roub le  over it i n  C Company, wouldn't  you? A G I  goes 
ou t  and shoots  a c h i l d ;  wouldn ' t  he g e t  i n t o  t roub le?  

A. Yes, he d i d .  
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Q Why d id  you t h i n k  t h i s  was d i f f e r e n t ?  

A.  W e l l ,  I thought t h a t  i f  it wasn ' t  t o  be done, we 
wouldn't  have done it. Somebody up h igher  had t o  have wanted 
it done, o r  we wouldn't  have went through t h a t  k i l l i n g .  I 
mean t h e  l i e u t e n a n t  wouldn ' t  go o u t  and g ive  an o rde r  t o  go 
o u t ,  and g ive  something tha t - - to  k i l l  anything i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  
unless  they go t  t h e  o rde r s  from h igher  up. 

Q Did you hear  of any men g e t t i n g  s i c k  when they 
s a w  t h e s e  people g e t t i n g  sho t?  O r  d i d  s o l d i e r s  ever  t e l l  you 
l a t e r  on t h a t  they  thought it was bad, what t h e  company had 
done i n  My Lai? Did you ever  h e a r  any of t h a t ?  

A .  No, I d i d n ' t .  

Q- How about you personal ly?  Did you ever  dream 
about i t ?  

A. N o ,  I keep looking back a t  it. 

Q - How do you f e e l  when you look back? What's your 
personal  f e e l i n g ?  

A .  Well, k i l l i n g  o l d  women and t h e  o l d  men t h a t  
- were t h e r e ,  I d i d n ' t  f e e l  too  bad about t h a t .  But t h e  litt 

k i d s ,  they were 6 months o l d .  How could they  harm you? I 
d o n ' t  t h i n k  it was very r i g h t  t o  k i l l  t h e  l i t t l e  k i d s ,  b u t  
t h e  o l d e r  people,  t h e  vc sympathizers ,  they helped them o u t  
I t  d i d n ' t  bo the r  me i f  they k i l l e d  them, b u t  t h e  l i t t l e  
k ids . .  . 
COL FRANKLIN: T h a t ' s  a l l  I have, sir. 

MR WEST: P r i v a t e  FIELDS, I th ink  you could h e l p  us again  
i f  you would go back t o  t h e  s ta tement  t h a t  t h e  men of t h e  
company seemed t o  be enjoying what they were doing when 
they were k i l l i n g  t h e s e  Vietnamese people;  t h a t  they  were 
having a b a l l .  This  impression must have been gained 
from t h e  way they  were a c t i n g  and t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  they  
s a i d .  Can you remember anything t h a t  was s a i d  t o  i n d i c a t e  
t h a t  they  enjoyed what they were doing? Do you remember 
anything t h a t  anybody s a i d  a f t e r  they had k i l l e d  somebody? 
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A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I c a n ' t  remember what t h e y  s a i d ,  
b u t  any man t h a t  d i d n ' t  l i k e  t o  do  it wou ldn ' t  s t a n d  a person  
up a g a i n s t  t h e  w a l l  and throw bayonets  a t  him. 

Q Would you t e l l  us a l i t t l e  more about  t h a t ?  This  
has  been mentioned by somebody else. J u s t  what do you r e c a l l ,  
about  t h a t  i n c i d e n t ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know. They come up on t h i s  o l d  man, and 
i n s t e a d  of s h o o t i n g  him, t hey  were j u s t  throwing bayone ts  a t  
him t o  s e e  i f  t hey  could  s t i c k  it  i n  him. They more o r  less 
enjoyed doing it, o r  t hey  wou ldn ' t  do it on their own f r e e  
w i l l .  

Q Do you recal l  any o t h e r  i n c i d e n t s  l i k e  t h i s  t h a t  
p o s s i b l y  have g iven  you t h e  impress ion  t h a t  t h e  men enjoyed 
t h e i r  work? 

A. N o .  

Q- I ' l l  g i v e  you an  example. We had tes t imony t h a t  
a man i n  the 1st P la toon  s h o t  a l i t t l e  boy w i t h  a . 4 5  c a l i b e r  
p i s t o l ,  and t h e  impact  of  t h e  b u l l e t  threw t h e  c h i l d  c l e a r  
ove r  backwards, and t h e n  he tu rned  around and s a i d ,  "Did 
you see m e  s h o o t  t h a t  l i t t l e  son  o f  a  b i t c h . "  This  i s  t h e  
k ind  of t h i n g  t h a t  I thought  might have s t u c k  i n  your  
mind. Th i s ,  of c o u r s e ,  a remark l i k e  t h a t  t ends  t o  i n -
d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e  man enjoyed what he was doing.  I thought  
t h i s  might h e l p  you t o  remember, perhaps ,  a s i m i l a r  one i n  
your  p l a toon .  I t a k e  it t h a t  L i e u t e n a n t  BROOKS w a s  w i t h  you 
a l l  this t i m e ,  and h e  saw what you saw? 

(Witness gave a f f i r m a t i v e  nod.) 

Do you remember him s u p e r v i s i n g  t h e  movements o f  
t h e  men through My L a i  ( 4 )  a s  they  moved throuqh t h i s  f i r s t  
p a r t  of it, t e l l i n g  them what t o  do? 

-

A .  He'd always t e l l  t h e m  t o  make s u r e  t hey  more 
o r  l e s s  s t a y e d  on l i n e ,  n o t  t o  d rop  back o r  t o  go ahead 
of anybody e l s e ,  because t h e  danger  of s h o o t i n g  somebody --
and they  s h o o t  back,  o r  t hey  might s h o o t  up ahead. 
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Q'- For example, was he d i r e c t i n g  t h e  men t o  search  
t h e  hootches,  bunkers,  ho les  i n  t h e  ground, and we l l s?  

A. Yes. We were always t o l d  t o  check o u t  t h e  tunnels  
t h a t  t h e  Vietnamese use ,  I guess,  whenever t h e  v i l l a g e  was 
bombed o r  something, you know. We searched them -- under-
neath t h e  f i r e  p l a c e s ,  i n  t h e  hootches,  and wherever, any 
o t h e r  p laces  where somebody could h ide .  

Q Do you remember see ing  Lieutenant  BROOKS shoot  
anybody? 

A. No. 

Q You're q u i t e  su re?  

(Witness gave an a f f i r m a t i v e  nod.) 

LTC MAHAFFEY: When d id  you f i r s t  s e e  k i l l i n g s  t a k e  p lace .  
Was it i n  t h e  northwest p o r t i o n  of My L a i  ( 4 ) ?  

A. A s  w e  f i r s t  went i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  no sooner 
than we go t  i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  then t h e r e  were a few hootches.  
Tha t ' s  when I f i r s t  seen t h e  k i l l i n g s  of t h e  c i v i l i a n  people. 

Q. You t e s t i f i e d  e a r l i e r  t h a t  you saw somewhere 
between 75 o r  100. Do you r e c a l l  about how many might have 
been i n  t h a t  northwest  p o r t i o n  of t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. No. I c a n ' t  remember how many was i n  t h e r e  --
t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  p o r t i o n  t h a t  w e  went through, no. 

Q 9 A l o t ?  

A. I t  was q u i t e  a few. 

Q. Then t h e  o t h e r  group, where you saw t h e  in-
d i v i d u a l  f i r e  t h e  M-79, w a s  l oca ted  i n  t h a t  s m a l l  subhamlet 
t o  t h e  nor th  of My Lai  ( 4 ) ?  

(Witness gave an a f f i r m a t i v e  nod.) 
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When t h e  k i l l i n g s  were going on, was it your 
impression t h a t  t h e  p la toon was o u t  of c o n t r o l ,  o r  were 
they j u s t  doing a good, e f f i c i e n t  job of accomplishing 
what they  were supposed t o  be doing? 

A. .They were doing a good job, and they were 
doing it, more o r  l e s s ,  because they  were t o l d .  But they  
d id  it -- was n o t  r i g h t ,  and they weren ' t  ou t  of c o n t r o l .  

Q. What kind of a p la toon l e a d e r  was Lieutenant  
BROOKS? 

A. He was t h e  type of guy t h a t ,  more o r  l e s s ,  
g o t  along wi th  everybody. 

Q P r e t t y  n i c e  guy? 

A. Yes. He d i d n ' t  g ive  you any hard time un less  
you d i d  something t o  deserve it. 

Q Was he s t r i c t ?  U 
FI 

A. When it comes t o  being s t r i c t ,  yes .  Most of  
t h e  t imes,  you j u s t  go r i g h t  up t o  him and t a l k  t o  him 
and t e l l  him your problem. He would t r y  t o  he lp  you o u t .  (U 

CU 
Q Did he g e t  along wi th  h i s  squad l e a d e r s  and 
Sergeant  S'JCImCllu'? 

(Witness gave .an  a f f i r m a t i v e  nod.) 
. . 

COL FRANKLIN: Was t h e r e  any rape& t h a t  took p l a c e  on 16 
March t h a t  you know o f ?  

A. There was one t h a t  I was t o l d  about ,  and I 
seen t h e  young c i v i l i a n  g i r l  t h a t  they were supposed t o  have 
had an i n t e r c o u r s e  with.  But I d o n ' t  know whether they 
d i d  it o r  not .  

Q Was she a l i v e  o r  dead? 

A. She was a l i v e ;  she walked away from it. 
1 

Q .  Who t o l d  you? 
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A. There was two Puer to  Ricans; I c a n ' t  t h i n k  of 
t h e i r  names. 

MR WEST: DELGADO and RODRIGUEZ? 

A. I ' m  p r e t t y  su re .  I th ink  so.  

COL FRANKLIN: And they s a i d  t h a t  they  had an i n t e r c o u r s e  
with t h i s  g i r l ?  

A. Yes. 

Q. Did they t h i n k  it was funny? 

A. I guess so.  They enjoyed it, o r  they wouldn't  
have had it. 

Q w  How about t h e  rest of t h e  platoon? What d i d  
they t h i n k  about i t ?  

They d i d n ' t  say anything. 

What d i d  you t h i n k  about i t ?  

A. Not much. 
t 

Q- Do you remember t h e  81mm FO? Have you heard 
of JOLLY, Joe  T. JOLLY? 

A .  I t h i n k  I remember him, yes .  

Q Did you hea r  many s t o r i e s  about r apes  i n  C 
Company? Was t h i s  very uncommon, o r  do you remember hear ing  
about women be ing  raped on o t h e r  occasions? 

A. I t  was a v i l l a g e  r i g h t  o u t s i d e  of Dot t i e  that--
I guess we went through t h e  v i l l a g e  s e v e r a l  t imes.  It  was 
t h i s  b i g  pa th  and t h e  v i l l a g e  was on t h e  le f t -hand s i d e .  
There was one i n  t h e r e .  Tha t ' s  , ~ eonly one t h a t  I can 
remember. 

Q- There was one i n  t h e r e ?  

A .  Yes, 
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Q- How do you know t h a t ?  You saw i t ?  

A. Yes. 

Q- When was t h i s ?  What month? 

A. I c a n ' t  remember when it was. 

Q - Did t h e  p la toon l e a d e r  s e e  it? 

I d o n ' t  know i f  he d i d  o r  not .  

a.  What would Captain MEDINA have done t o  you i f  you 
were r epor ted  by your p la toon l e a d e r  t h a t  you raped a woman? 
What would Captain MEDINA do t o  you? 

A .  I h a v e n ' t  t h e  s l i g h t e s t  i d e a  what he would do. 

Q. You r e a l l y  wouldn ' t  be too  worr ied? 

A. I ' d  be worr ied about it, b u t  I d o n ' t  know what he 
would do. 0 

Y! 

Q Do you t h i n k  he would t ake  a p r e t t y  s t r o n g  view a g a i n s t v '  
i t ?  What do you th ink?  You knew Captain MEDINA, d i d n ' t  you? 

LC 
A.  Yes. 0 

Q- What type of man was he? 

A. He was a p r e t t y  good guy. 

Q What do you mean a good guy? 

A. Well, he wanted h i s  men t o  be t r e a t e d  r i g h t .  For 
i n s t a n c e ,  we came i n  o u t  of t h e  f i e l d ,  and t h e  cooks had 
some sloppy food, t h e  f i r s t  good, h o t  meal t h a t  we had. H e  
t o l d  them t o  throw t h e  garbage away. He wanted us t o  have 
something good t o  e a t ,  s o  he more o r  l e s s  l i k e d  t o  t a k e  
c a r e  of t h e  men. 

Q Did you know Colonel BARKER, t h e  b a t t a l i o n  comand-
er ,  t a s k  f o r c e  commander? 

A. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  so.  
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Q Did you ever  s e e  many f i e l d  grade o f f i c e r s  down 
t h e r e  i n  Char l i e  Company: b a t t a l i o n  commanders, br igade  
commanders, and people l i k e  t h a t ?  

A. No. 

Q- How long were you i n  t h e  r i f l e  p la toon?  

A. How long was I wi th  1/20? 

Q. Yes. 

A. About f i v e  and one-half months. 

Q. Do you r e c a l l  ever  see ing  any b a t t a l i o n  commanders 
down a t  t h e  p la toon o r  t h e  company during t h a t  t ime? 

A. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  eve r  see ing  one. 

Q- You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  ever  see ing  one. When you were 
up here  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  and t h e  M-79 was f i r e d  i n t o  those  people,  
who gave t h e  order?  Who s a i d ,  "Go ahead and f i n i s h  them o f f ,  
put  them o u t  of t h e i r  misery"? 

A. I c a n ' t  remember who it w a s .  

Q. But somebody d i d  say t h a t ?  

A.  Yes. 

Q - Did everybody s t a r t  shoot ing  o r  j u s t  a couple? 

A. I th ink  it w a s  j u s t  a  couple of them s t a r t e d  
shoot ing.  

Q Did you cons ider  t h i s  a s  an a c t  of mercy? 

A. I guess so.  

Q. Are you Regular Army? 

A. Yes. 
I 

COL FRANKLIN: T h a t ' s  a l l  I have, sir.  

MR WEST: L e t  me ask you about a couple of a l l e g a t i o n s ?  Do 
you remembey J o e  T.' J O L L Y ,  and TORRES, and HUTTO? 
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A. HUTTO? 

Q • Yes? What about Joe  T .  JOLLY? JOLLY a c t u a l l y  
was a mortar man? 

A. Yes, b u t  he was t h e  FO. 

Q FO? 

A.  T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  He was t h e  mortar FO. 

Q* TORRES, remember him? 

A. I f  I seen him, I would. 

Q. We had a wi tness  i n  h e r e  who was a member of t h e  
3d Platoon. He descr ibed  t h i s  i n c i d e n t  as happening when 
t h e  platoon was about i n  t h e  middle of t h e  v i l l a g e  of  My Lai  
( 4 ) .  He s a i d  they came t o  the  doorway of a h u t  and heard some 
GI's t a l k i n g  i n s i d e  t h e  h u t ,  and a l i t t l e  l a t e r  on i n  h i s  
s ta tement  he s a i d :  " I  saw TORRES and Joe  T. J O L L Y  i n s i d e  of 
t h e  hu t .  There was a Vietnamese g i r l  i n  t h e  h u t ,  and she was 
l y i n g  on the  bed, and TORRES w a s  having an i n t e r c o u r s e  with 
he r .  The g i r l  was cry ing  and f i g h t i n g  and r e s i s t i n g  TORRES ' 
sexua l  advances. P a r t  of t h e  t i m e  JOLLY was s t and ing  b e s i d e  
t h e  bed and hold ing  t h e  g i r l  down. He was holding t h e  g i r l  
by h e r  hands. There was no doubt i n  my mind t h a t  t h e  g i r l  
was being forced  t o  have i n t e r c o u r s e .  I n  a few minute TOR-S 
g o t  up o f f  t h e  g i r l .  A f t e r  TORRES f i n i s h e d ,  JOLLY took o u t  
h i s  penis  and go t  on t o p  of the  g i r l  and he s t a r t e d  having 
in te rcourse .  The g i r l  was s t i l l  f i g h t i n g  and r e s i s t i n g . "  
He went on t o  say t h a t  t h e r e  were some o t h e r  men of t h e  
p la toon who came up,  and they  were s tanding  around. Do you 
remember t h i s  i n c i d e n t ?  

A. Yes, I do. 

Q. What can you r e c a l l  about i t ?  Was t h i s  about what 
happened? 

A. Tha t ' s  about what happened, yes.  

Q Was anybody e l s e  involved i n  t h e r e ?  

A .  Not t h a t  I can remember, no. 
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Q Where was Sergeant BUCHANON a t  t h i s  time? 

A .  He was ou t s ide  t h e  hootch. 

Q H e  could see  what you could see?  

A.  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  so.  

Q Did he know what was going on? 

A .  ' I d o n ' t  know i f  he d i d  o r  n o t .  

Q Another wi tness  descr ibed  a s i m i l a r  i n c i d e n t  t h a t  
occurred i n  Binh Tay when you were up t h e r e ,  t h i s  l i t t l e  sub-
hamlet nor th  of My Lai  ( 4 ) .  The wi tness  s a i d :  "There I 
witnessed more k i l l i n g s  of men, women, and c h i l d r e n ;  a l s o  ob-
served s e v e r a l  rapes .  One was committed by HODGES. F i r s t ,  
I observed a Mexican American having sexua l  i n t e r c o u r s e  wi th  
a Vietnamese g i r l  about 18 y e a r s  o l d .  She was only  wearing 
a blouse,  and it was unbuttoned. When he f i n i s h e d ,  t h e  g i r l  
g o t  up t o  g e t  away and HODGES grabbed h e r .  HODGES took h e r  
i n s i d e  a small  h u t  and raped h e r .  I s a w  t h i s  through t h e  open 
f r o n t  of t h e  hu t .  MCBREEN and GONZALEZ may have seen t h i s .  
E i t h e r  be fo re  o r  a f t e r  HODGES raped h e r ,  I saw t h r e e  U . S .  
s o l d i e r s  wi th  him." Do you r e c a l l  t h i s  i n c i d e n t ?  

A .  No. 

Q. Do you remember o t h e r  i n s t a n c e s  of rape  t h a t  took 
p l a c e  t h a t  morning?

I 

A. No, I d o n ' t .  

.Q Was it f a i r l y  common occurrence t h a t  when t h e  
company was on o p e r a t i o n s ,  went through a v i l l a g e ,  t h a t  t h e  
men would have i n t e r c o u r s e  with t h e  Vietnamese women? 

A .  No. 

MAJ ZYCHOWSKI: I n  r e fe rence  t o  t h e  rape  t h a t  M r .  WST mentioned, 
when d id  t h i s  occur? Was t h i s  a f t e r  t h e  people stopped t h e  
f i r i n g ,  o r  when d i d  it a c t u a l l y  t a k e  p lace?  

A. I n  My Lai  ( 4 ) ?  

Q. When was it supposed t o  have taken p lace?  
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A. I t  was a f t e r  t h e  sweep was made through t h e  v i l -
l age  t h a t  t h e  rape occurred of t h e  c i v i l i a n  Vietnamese g i r l .  

Q What you saw occurred a f t e r  you came from t h e  sub-
hamlet of Binh Tay t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  of My Lai  ( 4 ) ,  is  t h i s  
c o r r e c t ?  

(Witness gave an a f f i r m a t i v e  nod.) 

Where d i d  you e x i t  My Lai  ( 4 ) ?  

A .  Where d i d  we e x i t ?  

Q. Yes. 

A. I c a n ' t  remember where we e x i t e d  My L a i  ( 4 ) .  

Q. A s  f a r  a s  you can r e c a l l ,  you re tu rned  t o  t h e  
northwest p o r t i o n  of My Lai  ( 4 )  t o  about where you e x i t e d  
t h e  f i r s t  time? 

A .  I t h i n k  so.  
a 

Q. And you d o n ' t  r e c a l l  where you e x i t e d  t h i s  t ime? I= 

A .  Yes, sir.  

MAJ ZYCHOWSKI: I have no f u r t h e r  ques t ions .  

LTC MAHAFFEY: Can you es t ima te  how long t h e  p la toon might have 
been i n  t h a t  small  subhamlet of Binh Tay? 

A. I guess about an hour. 

MR WEST: Did you know FRITTS, MAKEY, SIMPSON, and Charles  
WEST? 

A .  I f  I see  them, I would probably remember them. But 
by name, I d o n ' t .  

Q You d o n ' t  remember FRITTS,  MAKEY, o r  SIMPSON? 

A. No. 

Q P r i v a t e  FIELDS, I would l i k e  t o  give you an oppor-
t u n i t y  t o  t e l l  us  anything you can th ink  of t h a t  might be help-
f u l  t o  us i n  t h i s  inqu i ry  t h a t  we haven ' t  a l ready d iscussed .  

(FIELDS) 
I 
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. 	 Can you th ink  of anything t h a t  you would l i k e  t o  t e l l  u s ,  any-
th ing  a t  a l l ,  op in ions ,  o r  whatever might come t o  mind? 

A. I c a n ' t  t h ink  of anything. 

Q* A l l  r i g h t .  I f  you should r e c a l l  something which 
you b e l i e v e  would be h e l p f u l  t o  u s ,  i f  you should f i n d  
some photographs o r  maps which might throw some l i g h t  on what 
happened he re  a t  My Lai  ( 4 )  t h a t  day, we would a p p r e c i a t e  
it i f  you would g e t  i n  touch wi th  us .  

Thank you very much f o r  coming, and w e  a r e  g ra te -
f u l .  The hea r ing  w i l l  be  recessed .  

(The hear ing  recessed  a t  1256 hours ,  15 January 
1970.) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: GARZA, George A. 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 6 January 1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 1 6  MARCH 1968: Medic, 2d Platoon 
C/1/20. 

1. PREOPERATIONAL PLANS AND ,BRIEFINGS. 

a. Memorial s e r v i c e .  

The wi tness  r e c a l l e d  a  memorial s e r v i c e  being 
he ld  p r i o r  t o  t h e  opera t ion ,  b u t  d i d  n o t  recall e x a c t l y  
how long be fo re  t h e  opera t ion  it w a s  h e l d  (pg. 4 )  . H e  
be l i eved  t h a t  t h e  s e r v i c e  w a s  h e l d  by a c a t h o l i c  chapla in ,  
a c a p t a i n  (pg. 6 )  . 

b. MEDINA'  s b r i e f i n s .  

Captain MEDINA t o l d  t h e  men of h i s  company t h a t  
t h i s  would be t h e  roughest  a s s a u l t  t h a t  they  had been on, 
and t o l d  them t o  expect  a  b a t t a l i o n  o r  more of V i e t  Cong 
(pgs. 4 ,  5 ) .  He expla ined  t h a t  they  would have 15 minutes 
of a r t i l l e r y  and gunship f i r e  p r i o r  t o  t h e  landing  and t h a t  
t h e  2d Platoon would have t h e  l e f t  f l ank  a f t e r  t h e  landing  
(pg. 5 ) .  B e  f u r t h e r  explained that t h e r e  was nothing i n  t h e  
v i l l a g e  b u t  VC and VC sympathizers and t h a t  they  were t o  
des t roy  a l l  food, c rops ,  and l i v e s t o c k  (pgs.  6 ,  7 ) .  The 
wi tness  added t h a t  t h e  impression t h a t  he gained was t h a t  
t h e r e  would be no noncombatants i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  and t h a t  
everyth ing  and everybody was t o  be des t royed (pg. 7 )  . The 
wi tness  a s s e r t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  never any o r d e r  given t o  
k i l l  everybody (pgs. 18,  19 ,  2 0 )  , al though t h e  i n d i c a t i o n  
w a s  t h a t  a l l  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  were VC o r  VC sympathizers 
(pg. 1 9 ) .  
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c .  Impress ions  o f  t h e  men and t h e i r  morale.  

The w i t n e s s  no ted  t h a t  a l l  t h e  men were s c a r e d  by 
t h e  i n fo rma t ion  t h a t  t h e y  had r ece ived  a t  t h e  b r i e f i n g  
(pg. 5 ) .  They were under t h e  impress ion t h a t  t hey  would be  
outnumbered by approximately  t h r e e  t o  one and t h a t  t h e  
o p e r a t i o n  would l a s t  f o r  some 1 0  t o  15 days (pgs.  1 2 ,  26, 
2 7 ) .  The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  men were ve ry  s c a r e d  
when they  h i t  t h e  ~ l l a g es i n c e  they  expected t o  h i t  some 
s t r o n g  r e s i s t a n c e  (pg. 2 1 )  . ' 

2. THE ASSAULT ON MY LAI. 

a .  The landing. 

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  he could  r e c a l l  no f i r i n g  
when he  landed.  The p l a t o o n s  l i n e d  up and t h e  o r d e r  came 
t o  move o u t ;  people  s t a r t e d  f i r i n g  and t h e  f i r i n g  cont inued  
t o  grow i n  i n t e n s i t y  (pg.  8) . 

b. The a s s a u l t .  

(1) The w i t n e s s  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  he  mved o u t  w i t h  T- . 
Lieu tenan t  BROOKS, t h e  2d p l a t o o n  l e a d e r  (pg. 7 )  . H e  moved 
around from squad t o  squad,  s t a y i n g  t o  t h e  r e a r  of  t h e  UI 
p la toon  a s  t hey  moved through t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg. 8 ) .  He s a w  CaJ 
grenades  be ing  t h r c w n  i n t o  bunkers and people  be ing  s h o t ;  
t h e r e  w a s  a l o t  o f  f i r i n g  going on (pg.  8 ) .  He no ted  t h a t  
everyone s t a r t e d  f i r i n g ,  nobody asked any q u e s t i o n s  (pgs .  8 ,  
12) . H e  added t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e  no o r d e r s  t o  k i l l  anyone, 
excep t  VC; b u t  t h a t  everyone w a s  jumpy, some began f i r i n g  
(pg. 1 8 ) .  H e  no ted  t h a t  everyone w a s  ready f o r  r e s i s t a n c e  
when they  reached t h e  v i l l a g e ,  and when t h e r e  w a s  none 
they  s a w  an o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  revenge (pg. 21) . 

( 2 )  The w i t n e s s  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  he  saw anywhere 
from 20 t o  40 bod ie s  o f  c h i l d r e n ,  women, and e l d e r l y  men ' 

i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg.  1 3 ) .  H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  he  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  
t h e  2d p l a toon  do ing  any burn ing ,  b u t  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t h e  
burn ing  was done by t h e  3d p l a toon .  

( 3 )  The w i t n e s s  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  t h e  p l a toon  moved 
t o  a v i l l a g e  o r  ,subhamlet t o  t h e  n o r t h  of  My L a i  ( 4 )  and 
some Vietnamese were s h o t  t h e r e  (pgs .  8 ,  4 5 ) .  About 1 0  
people  were k i l l e d  t h e r e  b e f o r e  t h e  c e a s e - f i r e  o r d e r  w a s  
r ece ived  from L ieu tenan t  BROOKS (pgs .  1 0 ,  15,  45) . Men i n  
t h e  subhamlet  were k i l l i n g  p i g s  and ducks (pg.  11). 
H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  when t h e  c e a s e  f i r e  o r d e r  came down, t h e  
p l a toon  then  herded  50 t o  60 peo2le  up and t o l d  them t o  
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move ou t .  These people moved o f f  t o  t h e  west-southwest 
(pgs.  11, 15,  4 5 ) .  The wi tness  opined t h a t  t h e  cease - f i r e  
o rde r  came down a f t e r  CARTER was wounded ( t h e  log  i n d i c a t e s  
t h a t  t h i s  would have been 1020 hours ) (pg. 16)  . 

( 4 )  The wi tness  s t a t e d  t h a t  h i s  p la toon then  moved 
back i n t o  My Lai  ( 4 )  which had been f i r e d  by t h e  3d p la toon.  
The hootches were burning when he g o t  t h e r e ,  and he saw 
bodies  l y i n g  everywhere, inc lud ing  some i n  t h e  hootches 
t h a t  had burned (pgs. 8 ,  11, 1 2 )  . 

(5 )  The wi tness  s t a t e d  t h a t  no one i n  h i s  platoon 
was i n j u r e d ,  b u t  t h a t  he d i d  p u t  a  bandage on a young 
Vietnamese boy (pgs. 1 2 ,  13) . 

( 6 )  The wi tness  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  a l though he was n o t  
su re  of t h e  d a t e ,  it might have been 16 March when he saw 
some National  Po l i ce  shoot  some d e t a i n e e s  whanthey were 
i n t e r r o g a t i n g  (pg. 22) .  He s t a t e d  t h a t  they  were s h o t  i n s i d e  
t h e  per imeter  which had been s e t  up and t h e  company commander 
was upse t ,  because he was a f r a i d  some U.S. f o r c e s  might be 
h u r t  by t h e  s h o t s  (pg. 2 2 ) .  He noted t h a t  he d i d  n o t  know 
Captain KOTOUC (pg. 22) . 

c.  Ear ly  te rminat ion  of  t h e  opera t ion .  
.. 

The wi tness  s t a t e d  t h a t  everyone imagined t h a t  t h e  
opera t ion  was going t o  be a r a t h e r  lengthy  one, although no 
one had given them a p a r t i c u l a r  schedule (pgs.  1 2 ,  26, 27) . 
He expla ined  t h a t  t h e  men Kad g r iped  about be ing  s e n t  on a 
t e n  day opera t ion  t h a t  would be extended , fo r  a longer  per iod .  
Captain MEDINA then  q u i t  t e l l i n g  them t h e  planned length  
of  t h e  opera t ion ,  t e l l i n g  them t h a t  they  could n o t  then  
complain (pg. 26) .  However, t h e  wi tness  s t a t e d  t h a t  every- 
one had t h e  impression t h a t  t h i s  would be a lengthy  
opera t ion ,  about 15 days (pg. 2 6 ) .  He s t a t e d  t h a t  he took 
18 magazines of ammunition, although he normally c a r r i e d  
only t h r e e ,  and t h a t  h e  doubled h i s  medical s u p p l i e s  f o r  
t h e  mission (pg. 1 2 ) .  He t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  when they  were 
taken i n  from t h e  f i e l d  e a r l y ,  rumor had it t h a t  a 
h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t  had complained of  t h e  even t s  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  
and they were t o  be ques t ioned when they  re tu rned  (pg. 26) .  

3 .  INQUIRIES CONCERNING THE ASSAULT. 

a .  I n q u i r i e s .  

(1) The wi tness  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  upon t h e  r e t u r n  of  
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t h e  men t o  Landing Zone D o t t i e  t hey  were met by a f i e l d  grade  
o f f i c e r  (whom he w a s  unable  t o  i d e n t i f y  from E x h i b i t s  
P-49 t h r u  P-51, P-53 and P-142 o r  by name) (pgs .  23-25,35) . 
This  o f f i c e r  ques t ioned  them ask ing  i f  t hey  saw anyth ing  
t h a t  should  n o t  have happened (pg.  2 3 ) .  The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  
t h a t  t h e  men r e p l i e d  i n  t h e  n e g a t i v e ;  he b e l i e v e d  they  
r e p l i e d  t h u s  s i n c e  they  w e r e  under t h e  op in ion  t h a t  t hey  had 
wiped o u t  a V i e t  Cong s t rongho ld  (pgs .  25, 3 4 ) .  He no ted  
t h a t  t h i s  o f f i c e r  d i d  n o t  q u e s t i o n  any men i n d i v i d u a l l y  
(p .  2 5 ) .  The wi tnes s  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h i s  was t h e  on ly  t i m e  
he w a s  e v e r  ques t ioned  i n  Vietnam (pg. 2 8 )  . 

( 2 )  He no ted  t h a t  i n  h i s  op in ion  had t h e r e  been 
an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t h a t  a c t u a l l y  a t tempted  t o  d i s c o v e r  t h e  
t r u t h ,  it could  have been done (pg.  33) .' 

b .  Rumors. 

There were rumors, accord ing  t o  t h e  w i t n e s s ,  t h a t  
a h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t  had r e p o r t e d  t h e  e v e n t s  a t  My La i  and an 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was be ing  conducted a s  a r e s u l t  of  h i s  
r e p o r t  (pg.  2 6 ) .  

c .  I n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  r e f r a i n  from t a l k i n g  about  t h e  
i n c i d e n t .  

The w i t n e s s  r e c a l l e d  a  meeting where MEDINA t o l d  
them n o t  t o  t a l k  about  t h e  i n c i d e n t  (pg.  2 8 ) .  H e  f u r t h e r  
s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  word w a s  passed  n o t  t o  t a l k  about  t h e  
i n c i d e n t  t o  anyone, b u t  t h i s  was changed t o  s t a t e  t h a t  t hey  
could t a l k  t o  l e g i t i m a t e  pe r sonne l ,  such a s  an i n v e s t i g a t i n g  
o f f i c e r  (pgs .  27,  2 8 ) .  The wi tnes s  no ted  t h a t  no one ca red  
t o  t a l k  much about  t h e  i n c i d e n t  even among themselves  (pg .32 ) .  

d .  Appearance o f  a coverup. 

The wi tnes s  s t a t e d  t h a t  he had r ead  an accou* 
of  t h e  a s s a u l t  i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n  paper  which s t a t e d  t h a t ,  
t h e  u n i t  k i l l e d  128 V i e t  Cong and took few c a s u a l t i e s .  
H e  opined t h a t  t h i s  was a coverup (pg.  32,  3 3 ) .  

4 .  OTHER INFORMATION. 

a .  E x h i b i t s .  

E x h i b i t s  employed i n  t h e  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  a r e  l i s t e d  
i n £ra.  

c-:! 
("2 
rbt. 

a 

N 
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b. A t t i t u d e  o f  t h e  men o f  C/1/20 towards Vietnamese. 

The w i t n e s s  recounted  t h a t  t h e  company, when it 
a r r i v e d  i n  Vietnam f e l t  t h a t  t h e  Vietnamese were a l l  r i g h t ,  
b u t  t h a t  t h e  f e e l i n g  wore o f f  a f t e r  awhi le  (pg.  30) . 
H e  no ted  t h a t  t h e  Americans thought  t hey  were b e t t e r  t han  
t h e  Vietnamese, b u t  that  t h e r e  w a s  no g e n e r a l  d i s l i k e  
for  them (pgs .  30, 31) . 

c. A t t i t u d e  of t h e  Vietnamese f o r  t h e  weasants .  

The w i t n e s s  opined t h a t  t h e  ~ a t i o n a l  P o l i c e  and t h e  
Vietnamese i n t e r p r e t e r s  who w e r e  t h e r e  p robably  were no 
more concerned about  t h e  k i l l i n g s  t han  t h e  Americans 
appeared t o  be .  He d i d  n o t e  t h a t  Se rgean t  PHU l e f t  t h e  
company soon a f t e r  t h e  i n c i d e n t  a t  My La i  (pgs .  3 3 ,  3 4 ) .  

d. Opinion o f  Captain  MEDINA. 

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  he f e l t  MEDINA was a 
very  good o f f i c e r  ( p g . 1 8 ) .  
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EXHIBIT 
NUb1BER DESCRIPTION- NOTES -

I 
I Burning house as in 
6 Miscellaneous Scene I MY L a i  (4). 

Recognized by the I 


P-33 Miscellaneous Scene 	 witness. 

Trial il My Lai 


-P-38 Miscellaneous Scene recoqnized by wit. 
Wit had seen in 

P-41 Miscellaneous Scene Life Magazine . 
P-49-

witness. 


Member of third 

P-61 Miscellaneous Scene platoon recognized 


by the witness. 


Wit reco~j%TZZ 
P-64 Miscellaneous Scene /SMITH and DELPOME. 

PHU, artillery RTO, 
P-66 . Miscellaneous Scene MAKEY, recogngzed 

by the witness. 

Burnlng hootches 

P-125, Miscellaneous Scene recognized by wit. 


SMAIL and others lr. 

P-126 Aerial photo 	 3d platoon re- 


cognized by tne 

witness. 


P-142 LTC BARKER 	 Not reocgnizzd. 

Markdby the 


P-143 Aerial photo 	 witness. 


MAP-1 Wall map 	 Shown to witness. 


MAP-4 Map 6739 I1 	 Shown to witness. 
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(The h e a r i n g  w a s  reconvened a t  1401 hours ,  
6 January 1970.)  

MR WEST: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

(The c o u r t  r e p o r t e r  PFC Dennis G. BULL, was sworn.) 

The fo l lowing  persons  a r e  p r e s e n t :  MR WEST and 
MAJ ZYCHOWSKI and MAJ COOP. 

The n e x t  w i t n e s s  w i l l  be M r .  George A. GARZA. 

(MR GARZA w a s  c a l l e d  a s  a w i t n e s s ,  w a s  
sworn, and t e s t i f i e d  as fo l lows  :) 

P l e a s e  state your f u l l  name, occupa t ion ,  and 
r e s idence .  

A. George A. GARZA, s t u d e n t .  I l i v e  i n  San Antonio, 
Texas. Do you want my home addres s  a l s o ?  

RCDR: P l ea se .  

A. 1035 Stevens .  


RCDR : What's t h e  name of t h e  town? 


A. San Antonio. 

RCDR : Thank you. 

MR WEST: M r .  GARZA, b e f o r e  w e  proceed t o  any q u e s t i o n s ,  I 
want t o  a d v i s e  you of the n a t u r e  and purpose f o r  t h i s  i n q u i r y .  

This  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was d i r e c t e d  j o i n t l y  by t h e  
S e c r e t a r y  of t h e  Army and t h e  Chief of S t a f f ,  United S t a t e s  
Army, f o r  t h e  purpose of de te rmin ing  f a c t s  and making f i n d i n g s  
and recommendations concerning two t h i n g s  : 

(1) t h e  adequacy of p r i o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  and in -  
q u i r i e s  i n t o ,  and t h e  subsequent  reviews and r e p o r t s  w i t h i n  
t h e  cha in  of command, of what i s  now commonly r e f e r r e d  t o  
as t h e  My L a i  i n c i d e n t  of 16 March 1968, and 
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( 2 )  pos s ib l e  suppression o r  withholding of 
information by any person who had a duty t o  r e p o r t  and t o  
fu rn i sh  information concerning t h i s  inc iden t .  I n  o the r  
words, whether there was any coverup. 

Our i nves t i ga t i on  is  not  being conducted t o  
i nqu i r e  i n t o  a l l  f a c t s  and circumstances of what happened 
a t  My L a i .  It is d i r ec t ed  t o  those s p e c i f i c  purposes which 
I have j u s t  s t a t e d .  For example, w e  a r e  not  concerned with 
the ind iv idua l  c u l p a b i l i t y  of any person who may have done 
something wrong. 

W e  have had made ava i l ab l e  t o  us and have re-
viewed the  p r i o r  o f f i c i a l  s tatements  obtained i n  o the r  
o f f i c i a l  i nves t i ga t i ons  of t he  My Lai  inc iden t .  For example, 
I have here  a copy of s tatements  which you gave M r .  THOMPSON, 
C I D ,  back i n  September, while you were a t  For t  Sam Houston. 

a 

A, I be l i eve  it was i n  October. PI 

q-4 


Q. Was i t ?  

A. I t  w a s  i n  October. 

Q- Your testimony w i l l  be taken under oath.  A 
verbatim t r a n s c r i p t  w i l l  be prepared. A tape recording 
i s  being made i n  add i t ion  t o  t he  verbatim notes being 
taken by the repor te r .  

Now, t h e  genera l  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of t h e  r e p o r t  
w i l l  be con f iden t i a l ,  bu t  it i s  poss ib le  t h a t  testimony, o r  
p a r t s  of it, w i l l  l a t e r  become a  mat ter  of pub l ic  knowledge. 

We reques t  that you not  d iscuss  the  testimony i n  
t h i s  i nves t i ga t i on  with o the r s ,  including o the r  witnesses f o r  
t h i s  i nves t i ga t i on ,  except a s  you may be required  so t o  do 
before a competent j u d i c i a l ,  l e g i s l a t i v e ,  o r  admin i s t ra t ive  
body. There i s ,  f o r  example, t he  subcommittee of the  House 
Armed Services Committee which is  making some inqu i ry  i n t o  
this. Some of t h e  people who t a l k  t o  u s  are going before  
t h a t  subcommittee. And when I request  t h a t  you not d iscuss  
your testimony, it has no app l ica t ion  t o  t h a t  subcommittee. 
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Do you r e c a l l  whether you a r e  s u b j e c t  t o  an o rde r  
i s sued  by t h e  m i l i t a r y  judge i n  a genera l  cour t -mar t i a l  
case of t h e  United S t a t e s  v. Cal ley which asks c e r t a i n  people 
who a r e  wi tnesses  o r  may be wi tnesses  no t  t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  case?  

A. T e l l  me--with t h e  p ress?  

.Q- Y e s .  

A. Something t o  t h a t  e f f e c t .  

Q You d i d  rece ive  an order?  

A. N o ,  I d i d  no t  r ece ive  any mail--you know, t o  t h a t  
e f f e c t .  I have heard through t h e  news t h a t  we a r e  not  
supposed to .  

Q I n  t h e  event  you a r e  o r  become s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  
o r d e r  i s sued  by t h e  m i l i t a r y  judge, I want t o  advise you 
that your appearance he re  i n  no way changes t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  
of t h a t  o r d e r ,  and, by t h e  same token,  t h i s  a c t i v i t y  of our  
i n v e s t i g a t i n g  group is permiss ib le  wi th in  t h e  t e r m s  of t h a t  
order .  We do have information t h a t  n o t i f i c a t i o n  was mailed 
t o  you on t h e  26th of November, 1969. I t  was maiied 
to you a t  your F o r t  S a m  Houston address ,  and perhaps it d i d n ' t  
reach you. It was t o  n o t i f y  you no t  t o  d i scuss  o r  d i s c l o s e  
t o  anyone any information o r  evidence t h a t  you may possess 
concerning t h e  a l ledged o f fenses  charged i n  t h e  My Lai ( 4 ) .  
So you a r e  among those? 

A .  Yes, I am. 

Q - Do you have any ques t ions  on what I have j u s t  t o l d  
you? 

A. No. 

Q - M r .  GARZA, f o r  the  record ,  I understand you were a 
member of t h e  United S t a t e s  Army on 16 March 1968? 

A.  yes ,  sir.  

Q m  Would you t e l l  us your grade and duty assignment 
at t h a t  time? 
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A. A t  t h e  t i m e  I w a s  a SP4 medic f o r  2d Platoon,  
C/1/2 0. 

0- A t  t h a t  t i m e ,  was Char l i e  Company a p a r t  of Task 
Force Barker? 

A. Y e s ,  sir,  it w a s .  

Q. When d i d  you f i r s t  hear  of t h e  planned opera t ions  
a g a i n s t  My Lai ( 4 ) ?  

A. It w a s  t h e  n i g h t  before  t h a t  t h e  company commander, 
Captain MEDINA, gave us  a b r i e f i n g  on t h e  opera t ion .  

Q. D o  you recall a memorial ceremony being h e l d  
s h o r t l y  before  t h a t  b r i e f i n g ?  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Could you f i x  t h e  t i m e  oE t h a t  i n  r e fe rence  t o  
t h e  b r i e f i n g ?  

A. Well, it was--I know we were i n  Task Force Barker 
when we had t h e  s e r v i c e .  And it was, I c o u l d n ' t  g ive  you a 
date  on t h a t .  

Q. T h e  information t h a t  we have on t h i s  i s  q u i t e  con-
fiicting, and s e v e r a l  wi tnesses  have t o l d  us it was t h e  
same af te rnoon,  j u s t  before  t h e  b r i e f i n g .  Others have pu t  
it the  day before ,  o r  some days before ,  o r  weeks before.  
T h i s  i s  why I ask you. 

A .  I t ' s  n o t  t h e  kind of t h i n g ,  I guess ,  you would 
remember very e a s i l y .  

Q .  A s  I understand it ,  t h e  memorial ceremony was 
f o r  some members of t h e  company who had been k i l l e d  i n  a 
minefield? 

A. Right. 
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Q- What d id  Captain MEDINA t e l l  t h e  company during
t h e  br ie f ing . ,  a s  you r e c a l l  i t ?  

A. You a r e  t a l k i n g  about the  b r i e f i n g  before  the  My 
Lai ( 4 )  a s s a u l t ?  

Q. Yes. 

A.  Let's see .  To t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge, he was--
he informed us it was going t o  be a--going t o  be one of the  
roughest we had ever  had, t h a t  we were going t o  run i n t o  a 
b a t t a l i o n  o r  s o  of t h e  Vie t  Cong. I b e l i e v e  it was the  47th,  
o r  something l i k e  t h a t .  The 48th. 

A. 47 .  Well, up t o  t h a t  time t h e  company 
had been having--you know, had no t  been running i n t o  t h a t  
much r e s i s t a n c e  i n  t h e  way of an a c t u a l  a s s a u l t .  We were t o  
be f ace  t o  face .  So I f i g u r e d ,  pe r sona l ly ,  it scared me, it 
scared  me a l o t .  And I be l i eve  everybody e l s e  was 
r e a l l y  f e e l i n g  they were going t o  g e t  i n t o  it t h i s  time. And 
he goes on t o  saying about ,  you know, t h e  odds,  and whom we 
were yoiiig- t o  be f i g h t i n g  agai i is t .  And he ineiitioiled w h a t  
t ime we were supposed t o  combat a s s a u l t  i n t o  t h e  a r e a ,  and 
what was supposed t o  happen. F i f t e e n  minutes of a r t i l l e r y  
and gunships,  and we were supposed t o  land  wi th  the  f i r s t  
wave. And w e  were supposed t o  land  on t h e  e a s t  s i d e  of 
t h e  v i l l a g e ,  I be l i eve .  And l e t ' s  see--well--

Q ( In te rpos ing)  2d Platoon had the--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  L e f t  f lank .  

Q. Yes. The l e f t  f lank .  Actua l ly ,  t h e  landing zone 
was w e s t  of t h e  hamlet. 

A. To t h e  west? 

Q. Y e s .  And you were t o  move e a s t .  So you would 
have had t h e  n o r t h  s e c t o r  of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  moving from west 
t o  e a s t .  

A. W e l l ,  I thought I remember pushing toward the ocean. 
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Q. That is  r i g h t .  W e  w i l l  show you a map i n  a 
l i t t l e  b i t .  Well, you might look a t  (Exhibi t )  MAP-1 
on the  w a l l  t h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  . You w i l l  n o t i c e  My Lai  ( 4 ) ,  
and the landing zone t o  t h e  l e f t ,  t h e r e ,  which would be t o  
the l e f t  02 t h e  v i l l a g e .  And you n o t i c e  there a landing  
zone s p o t  which p o i n t s  t o  t h e  e a s t  toward t h e  China Sea 
(1'13_?iJZYCHOWSKI i n d i c a t i n g )  . : 

A. That is the v i l l a g e ,  r i g h t ?  

Q. Y e s .  

A. We landed t h e r e ?  

Q That is w e s t  of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  and you moved e a s t  
toward the  sea.  Does t h a t  f i t  i n  with your r e c o l l e c t i o n ?  

A. I have my d i r e c t i o n s  mixed up, b u t  t h a t  is r i g h t .  
I remember we pushed toward t h e  ocean s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  r i g h t .  . 

Going back b r i e f l y ,  l e t  me j u s t  touch back on t h i s  ec;Q F' 

ceremony a moment. Do you remember t h e  chapla in  who conducted 
t h a t  ceremony? 

CI: 

A. No, sir. I be l i eve  it was a Ca tho l i c  chapla in .  CV 

I ' m  no t  s u r e ,  though. It  was a c a p t a i n ,  I th ink .  

Q. Yes. Some people s a i d  it was a cap ta in  chap la in ,
and o the r  people have s a i d  he was a major. But nobody can 
remember h i s  name. Did Captain MEDINA t e l l  you what kind of 
a mission it was? 

A .  Well, he--had been h i t  before  i n  t h a t  a r e a  ac ross  
the  r i v e r .  Okay, s o  everybody had kind of a grudge a g a i n s t  
them. Also, he s a i d  t h i s  was a l l  t he  VC a r e a ,  VC c o n t r o l l e d ,  
and everything t h e r e  was VC. So he says  when we h i t  t he  v i l -
lage  t o  des t roy  a l l  food, c rops ,  and houses. J u s t  l e v e l  
everything.  So, k i l l  a l l  the--you know, t h e  c a t t l e  and 
chickens and everything.  Then he went on t o  t e l l  us  about 
t h e  time we would g e t  t h e r e ,  and whc was on the  f i r s t  wave, 
and s o  on and s o  f o r t h .  

Q Did you g e t  the  impression t h a t  a l l  t h e  people who 
would be l e f t  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  would be the  enemy, so  t o  speak, 
were VC o r  VC sympathizers?! 
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A. Well, t h e  way I i n t e r p r e t e d  it was t h a t  every-
th ing  was VC, everybody m d  everything.  It was touchy 
because u s u a l l y ,  when you go through a v i l l a g e ,  everybody 
i s  considered. But I th ink  t h i s  was about t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  
t h a t  we were a l l  t o l d  d o n ' t  worry,  t h e r e  a r e  no noncombatants, 
they a r e  a l l  VC, they a r e  e i t h e r  sympathizers o r  he lpers  who 
a r e  g iv ing  t h e i r  food away, whoever it i s  they would he lp  them 
i n  whatever they want. That is why they kept  harping about 
the  food, des t roy  t h e  food. So t h a t  is  why we had t o  k i l l  a11 
the  c a t t l e  and everything.  

Q . Do you r e c a l l ,  o r  do you happen t o  remember, whether 
t h e r e  w a s  a meeting of platoon l e a d e r s  and p la toon se rgean t s  
w i t h  Captain MEDINA, e i t h e r  before  o r  a f t e r  t h e  company 
b r i e f i n g ?  

A, W e l l ,  I c a n ' t  swear t h a t  I remember it exac t ly ,  
b u t  I ' l l  say t h i s .  The meeting was i n  the  evening be£o r e  
dark, and I think--well ,  he u s u a l l y  does. He always says--
l i k e  you know, w e l l ,  l e t ' s  t a l k  t o  t h e  p la toon l eader s  and 
the pla toon se rgean t s  now. And he goes i n t o  t h e  deeper 
information that  h e ' s  got  t o  g ive  them. But I cannot swear 
t h a t  I remember him having a meeting. 

Q Does t h a t  usual ly  happen a f t e r  a company b r i e f i n g  
o r  before?  Do you r e c a l l ?  

A, Well, t h i s  was - - I  donl ' t  know. He usua l ly  t a l k s  
t o  them before .  A l o t  of t imes ,  t h e  p la toon l eader s  w i l l  
go t o  h i s  t e n t  o r  h i s  CP a r e a ,  and they w i l l  s i t  t h e r e ,  and 
shoot  t h e  b u l l ,  and talk--you know. I n  o t h e r  words, he l e t s  
them know t h a t  t h e  day--you know, be fo re ,  what i s  going t o  
happen t h e  next  day, where they a r e  t o  go, and what they 
a r e  t o  do. 

MR WEST: Do you have any ques t ions?  

MAJ ZYCHOWSKI : No. 

MR WEST: Moving t o  t h e  nex t  day now, M r .  GARZA, the 
morning of t h e  16th .  A s  I understand it, you pro-
ceeded i n  wi th  t h e  headquar ters  s e c t i o n  of t h e  p la toon,  
wi th  Lieutenant  BROOKS? 

A, Yes , sir.  
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Q. T e l l  us  what you d i d  and what you s a w  a f t e r  you 

landed t h e r e  and g o t  o u t  of t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  i n  the landing  zone. 


A. W e l l ,  l e t ' s  see .  When we landed t h e r e  was--I 
cannot reca.11 any f i r i n g  going on, FJe jumped o u t  of t h e  
choppers, and I w a s  l o s t  f o r  a  while ,  and found ou t  where 
w e  were supposed t o  go. And I went over the re .  And then  
everybody was l i n i n g  up, t h e  1st and 2d Platoon,  and it w a s  
r e a l  q u i e t ,  It w a s  e a r l y  i n  t h e  morning. Then they gave 
t h e  order  t o  move ou t .  Well, r i g h t  away, we s t a r t e d  moving. 
-And sho t s  s t a r t e d  going d f f ,  and s t a r t e d  g radua l ly  growing 
more and more, t h e  volume of t h e  f i r i n g  and s o  f o r t h .  I 
f e l l  back t o  t h e  back of the  platoon where--well, I was 
moving around a l o t ,  I w a s  moving from one squad t o  an-
o the r .  I would be wi th  t h e  p la toon se rgean t ,  Sergeant  
BUCHANON, bu t  I was never r e a l l y  up f r o n t .  I was i n  t h e  
r e a r ,  and I wocld walk around l i k e  t h a t .  A s  w e  went through 
the v i l l a g e ,  snei-e w e r e  grenades thrown i n  bunkers,  and people 
being sho t .  Then we pushed on through t h e  v i l l a g e ,  and 
there was a l o t  of shoot ing  going on. They j u s t  s t a r t e d  9. 
shoot ing  as  w e  went a long,  and everybody running was be ing  P. 

, 	 s h o t  a t .  We pushed on through t h e  end of t h e  v i l l a g e .  I 
cannot remember i f  we  had gone through it, o r  sometime i n  a 
t h e  middle of it, t h e r e  were supposed t o  be two VC o f f  t o  N 
our l e f t  f l ank .  So our  p la toon moved o f f  t o  t h e  l e f t  f l a n k ,  
we swept on arol~nc?,snd p7e get t hese  two VC. We captured a 
carb ine ,  and an M-1,  Garand. Then we moved i n t o  a  l i t t l e  
v i l l a g e ,  and t h e r e  was more f i r i n g ,  and k i l l i n g  more people. 
A n d  of t h i s  happened, I d o n ' t  know, I d o n ' t  r e a l l y  know 
how long it took, a half-hour ,  one hour,  o r  two hours. 
But a f t e r  w e  pushed i n t o  t h e  o the r  v i l l a g e ,  we swept back 
through My Lai ( 4 ) ,  and we were walking. A t  t h a t  time we came 
behind the  3d Platoon which had a l ready burned the  v i l l a g e .  
A n d  we walked through t h e  v i l l a g e ,  which was burned, and 
we pushed on with the  r e s t  of t h e  company through t h i s  
open f i e l d  which was toward t h e  ocean. 

Q. We had t a l k e d  t o  a man i n  your p la toon yes terday ,  

I be l ieve .  I g o t  the  impression from him! as  t h e  platoon 

moved through i t s  s e c t o r  of the  hamlet,  t h a t  t h e  squad 

which was on the l e f t  pu l l ed  out  and went out  i n t o  t h e  r i c e  

paddy t o  recover  these  weapons, and t h e  remainder of t h e  

platoon s tayed i n  the  hamlet. 
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A. That is  about r igh-t .  

Q- I go t  t h e  impression from you t h a t  t h e  whole 
p la toon pu l l ed  out?  

A. Well, I d o n ' t  know. I remember I was with t h e  p la toon 
leader .  Lieutenant  BROOKS was t h e  f i r s t  one t o  the  bodies.  

Q You were t o l d  t h a t  Lieutenant  BROOKS went out--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  Right. I was with Lieutenant  BROOKS, 
and I d o n ' t  r e a l l y  remember. 

Q* The ques t ion  is  whether t h e  whole p la toon went o u t  
o r  j u s t  one squad. 

A. Right.  J u s t  one squad. 

Q But, otherwise,  t h e  d e s c r i p t i o n  of  t h e  events  
was about t h e  same. And ou t  i n  t h e  r i c e  paddy t h e r e  were two 
dead VC. You picked up weapons and went onto another  hamlet 
o r  subhamlet. 

A. Right. They c a l l  it My Lai  (5 )  on t h e  map. 

Q. Yes. I am a l i t t l e  puzzled on t h a t .  Our map shows 
My Lai ( 5 )  a l i t t l e  f a r t h e r  on t o  the  e a s t ,  and t h e r e  i s  a 
subhamlet r i g h t  d i r e c t l y  nor th  of My Lai ( 4 ) .  

A. I d o n ' t  know how f a r  we walked. I t  was a c l e a r  
r i c e  f i e l d  where we crossed. I d o n ' t  know--100 yards o r  so  
t h a t  we had t o  go. 

Q. I w i l l  show you a blown-up photograph of My Lai 
( 4 )  , an a i r  photograph of My Lai ( 4 )  and t h e  v i c i n i t y ,  
(Exhib i t  P-1) and a l s o  a map, 1:25,000 s c a l e ,  which has been 
introduced i n t o  evidence as  Exh ib i t  MAP-4. You w i l l  n o t i c e  
on the  map, t h a t  is My Lai .(4) here ,  and t h i s  i s  the  same 
here  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  Here i s  a s t ream l i n e  t h a t  runs around 
( i n d i c a t i n g )--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  The ocean should be over  here then ,  
right? 
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Q. Tha t ' s  r i g h t ,  Now, here is a t r a i l  running south  
o u t  of t h e  hamlet t o  Higllway 521. You can see t h e  same 
t h i n g  on t h e  map here  ( i n d i c a t i n g ]  , This is t h e  landing  zone, 
~ . n dthis is the nor th  s e c t o r ,  the 2d P la toon ' s  sector. Now 
I Lhink the  ques t ion  i s  whether t h i s  l i t t l e  hamlet w a s  he re ,  
o r  over here.  This  is a c t u a l l y  My L a i  (5). 
A, W e l l ,  I'll t e l l  you then t o  t h e  b e s t  of my know-
ledgz. We l i n e d  up a l l  a long i n  here.  Okay, w e  pushed 
through here.  

Q. I n d i c a t i n g  t h e  nor th  s e c t o r  of t h e  hamlet. 

A. Right. North s e c t o r  of the hamlet. I remember 
coming out  here i n  t h i s  l i t t l e  pathway. I s tood  t h e r e  f o r  
awhile,  you know, and t h e r e  was another  squad the re .  The 
~ t h e rsquads were s t i l l  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q. That is a pa th  along the nor th  edge of t h e  hamlet? 

A. Right,  and I remember swinging o u t  and back. Now, 
I know we d i d n ' t  go to  t h i s  v i l l a g e  because we would have had 
t o  have gone s t r a i g h t  t o  it, and then  t o  have come back t o  
M y  Lai  ( 4 )  , I mean ( 5 ) .  W e  would have had t o  walk back, and 
it wasn ' t  t h a t  f a r .  So I am almost s u r e ,  I guess it was 
right i n  there ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  T h i s  l i t t l e  one r i g h t  he re  
( I n d i c a t i n g ), because, a s  we walked back through t h e  v i l l a g e ,  
some more people were sho t .  And then-- 

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  We had some testimony t h e r e  were 
about 10 Vietnamese k i l l e d  i n  t h i s  hamlet-- 

A. ( In te rpos ing)  That i s  about r i g h t .  

Q. Which i s  d i r e c t l y  n o r t h  of My Lai ( 4 ) .  

A. Okay. And then I remember--

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  I forgot t o  mention t h a t  t h e  scale 
of t h e  photograph is 1 inch equals  about 1 0 0  meters.  

A. That i s  p r e t t y  f a r ,  i s n  ' t  it? 

Q - Three o r  four  Zlulrdred meters from the-- 
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A. ( In te rpos ing)  Right ,  because we swung ou t  l i k e  
t h i s  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  Then w e  p u l l e d  back i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  and 
went throught  t h e  v i l l a g e .  I s tayed o u t  here  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  
on t h e  o u t e r  edge. 

Q e  I n d i c a t i n g  a hamlet about 400 meters north of t h e  
northwest corner  of My l a i  ( 4 )  . 
A. Now, I d i d n ' t  go deep i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e .  I went 
j u s t  t o  t h e  o u t e r  edge, and I k i l l e d  a p ig  on t h e  t r a i l  
here  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  , And we were shoot ing  a t  some ducks t h a t  
were i n  a pond h e r e ,  and then t h e  platoon l eader  s a i d  t h a t  
t h a t ' s  enough, t o  round t h e  people up and push them out.  So 
we rounded everybody up. And I remember t h e r e  was an open 
f i e l d  somewhere, and we j u s t  pointed t o  them and s a i d  
" d i  d i ,  " t o  go ahead and t ake  o f f , ,  they l e f t .  I d o n ' t  re-
member 50 o r  60. I t  was a l a r g e  group of people,  and we 
t o l d  them t o  g e t  o u t ,  t o  move away. And they s t a r t e d  
walking. Once they were walking away, maybe 100 meters ,  
200 meters away, we walked back toward My Lai  ( 4 ) .  That is 
when we walked back through it. 

Q. This group of people l e f t  t h e  l i t t l e  hamlet and 
went i n t o  a southwest d i r e c t i o n ,  would you say? 

A. I guess s o ,  s i r .  

Q Which was nor th?  

A. Right. It was west f o r  s u r e ,  west-southwest. 

Q Then you re turned  t o  My Lai ( 4 ) .  About where 
d i d  you e n t e r ?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember s ir .  I j u s t  remember--I 
remember we went back through it because t h e r e  were a l o t  
of burning huts .  

Q I be l i eve  you i n d i c a t e d  a t  t h i s  t ime the  3d Platoon 
had moved through and had burned--

A.  ( In te rpos ing)  Right. 
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Q- What d i d  you s e e  when you g o t  back i n t o  M y  Lai  
( 4 )  i n  t h e  way of Vietnamese c i v i l i a n s ,  e i t h e r  dead o r  a l i v e ?  

A. W e l l ,  t h e r e  were a l o t  of them dead. There vere 
a l o t  of bodies l y i n g  everywhere. Also, a l o t  of them w e r e c  
s t i l l  i n  the houses t h a t  burned down. And t h a t  is about it, 
There were j u s t  a l o t  of bodies l y i n g  around and, l i k e  I s a i d ,  
some w e r e  s t i l l  l y i n g  i n  t h e  houses t h a t  w e r e  burned, 

Q - As I remember--as I read your s ta tement  t o  M r .  
TFI~~MPSOLG,ti^ C I D  agen t ,  t h e  2d Platoon, as it moved i n t o  ' 

PIy ~ a i( 4 ) ,  s t a r t e d  f i r i n g  a t  t h e  o u t s e t ,  kep t  up a heavy 
volume of f i r e ,  and j u s t  s h o t  a t  any person they  s a w  i n  
t h e  hamlets. Is t h a t  a c o r r e c t  impression? 

A. Y e s ,  I say so .  I t  s t a r t e d - - i t  s t a r t e d  o f f  s lowly,  
and then the volume increased .  Nobody was asking  ques t ions ,  
they were j u s t  shoot ing.  

Q W a s  t h e r e  any enemy r e s i s t a n c e ?  

A. r-,here  :-ce s n i p e r  rounds going o f f  --you know. The 

word was being passed t h a t  we were being f i r e d  a t  from over 
he re  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) ,  and t h i s  and t h a t .  And choppers would .a 

-3
send down word t h e r e  were VC running i n  t h i s  d i r e c t i o n  over  l-I 

here ,  I mean, t h e  volume t h a t  we expected, no. From what w e  
were t o l d ,  w e  were t o l d  were supposed t o  be outnumbered 
t h r e e  t o  one. So, l i k e  myself ,  I only c a r r i e d  t h r e e  o r  four  a 
magazines, and t h a t  day, f o r  t h e  only time when I was i n  the 

04 

f i e l d ,  I was ca r ry ing  18. I d-oubled up on my medical 
supp i i e s .  And it r e a l l y  turned o u t  t o  be nothing,  what 
everybody expected t o  be something. I t  was one-sided. 

I t  was nothing a t  a l l ,  o r  very l i g h t ?Q 

A. Very l i g h t .  Very l i g h t .  

Q. Did you have any wounded t o  t r e a t ?  

A. Yes, sir.  I put  a bandage on a l i t t l e  boy, bu t  
he i s  the  only one I t r e a t e d .  

Q. Any member of t h e  platoon ge t  h u r t ?  

S i r ?  

Q. Any member of t h e  platoon--
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A. ( In te rpos ing)  Not i n  my platoon.  No, 
sir. I b e l i e v e  t h e r e  was one boy i n  t h e  f i r s t .  I th ink  
it was CARTER. 

9. Before you moved o u t  i n t o  the  r i c e  paddy
and went up t o  t h e  o t h e r  hamlet, how many dead Vietnamese 
people d i d  you see? 

A. . They were being k i l l e d  along--you know, 
where they were r u n n i n g .  And they were throwing grenades 
i n t o  the  houses. A s  f a r  a s  see ing  them lay ing  around 
ou t s ide ,  I would say 30, 2 0 ,  30, o r  40. 

Q What were t h e i r  ages and sexes? 

A.  They were o ld  men, women, and c h i l d r e n .  

Q. Did the  2d Platoon do any burning a s  they 
went along? Did they t ake  time t o  do t h a t ?  

A. We weren ' t  'supposed t o ,  and I cannot remember 
anybody doing it. I d o n ' t  know i f  they ever  d i d  o r  
not .  But I know it was the  3d P la toon ' s  job t o  burn 
the  v i l lag-e ,  I b e l i e v e ,  arid t h a t  i s  way t h a t  I 
understood it. We j u s t  pushed r i g h t  on through. 

Q - You s tayed p r e t t y  c l o s e  t o  Lieutenant  
BROOKS. dur ing  t h i s  time? 

A. N o ,  sir, n o t  r e a l l y .  I was with JOLLY 
f o r  a while .  He i s  t h e  radiotelephone opera to r .  

Q A s  t h e  a i d  man, you would move around? 

A. Yes, sir. I was a l i t t l e  b i t  everywhere. 

Q. Did you see  Sergeant BUCHANON? 

A. Yes, sir. Every once i n  a while;  I d i d n ' t  
s t a y  wi th  -him. I t a l k e d  t o  him the're f o r  a whi l e ,  
and w e  stopped a t  a h u t  and s a t  down f o r  a whi le ,  o r  
something like--you know, we dropped by and t a lked .  
And we would walk o f f .  And I would c u t  o f f  i n  another  
d i r e c t i o n  o r  something, 
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Q. Could you desc r ibe  your movements, then ,  
a f t e r  you c a m e  back t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  from t h e  excurs ion  
o u t  i n t o  the rice paddy, and o u t  i n  t h e  o t h e r  hamlet? 

A, W e l l ,  l i k e  I s a i d ,  w e  came back through 
t h e  v i l l a g e ,  'My L a i  ( 4 ) .  And I r e c a l l  a h i l l  being 
cn t he  r i g h t ,  and t h a t  is what I r e c a l l .  Anyway, I 
r e c a l l  walking through a l a r g e ,  d r i e d ,  r i c e  paddy 
f i e l d .  I t  was very long, about 1,000 meters ,  I guess ,  
a c l i c k  o r  two, o r  it seemed t h a t  way, because I know every-
body was worried about--you know, g e t t i n g  pinned down or 
sniped a t .  And I remember walking on through t h a t  to--through 
some o t h e r  v i l l a g e s ,  and they were empty. There was no 
l i v i n g  s o u l  or animal i n  those v i l l a g e s ,  and then  w e  hit 
t h e  coas t .  

Q I t h i n k  you are g e t t i n g  i n t o  t h e  next  
day now. 

9- The 17th.  

A. That is  something t h a t  happened with M r .  
THOMPSON and me .  I c o u l d n ' t  remember when w e  s p e n t  
t h e  n i g h t ,  whether it w a s  t h e  next  day o r  when w e  . 
g o t  through--

Q ( In te rpos ing)  I was t r l i n g  t o  s t a y  wi th  
My Lai ( 4 )  f o r  t h e  moment. 

A. I see. 

Q. I ga the r  t h a t  a f t e r  you re turned  t o  t h e  
v i l l a g e ,  and t h e  3d Platoon had a l r eady  moved through. 
Did you move around through M y  L a i  ( 4 )  t o  any e x t e n t  
a f t e r  t h a t  time? 

A. No, sir. No, s ir .  I d i d n ' t .  I s tayed 
on tkle o u t e r  edge up i n  he re  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) ,  t h e  nor th  
s i d e  of t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q Do you remember l a t e r  on a 2d Platoon 
forming a  per imeter  a t  t h e  e a s t  end of t h e  hamlet,  
around noon? 
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A. I remember u s  forming a  per imeter ,  b u t  
I c o u l d n ' t  t e l l  you when it was. 

Q .  Did you hea r ,  dur ing  t h e  morning, words 
come down through Lieutenant  BROOKS t o  s t o p  t h e  k i l l i n g ?  

A. Yes, sir. I n  my opin ion ,  t h a t  happened 
back when w e  were i n  t h a t  o t h e r  l i t t l e  hamlet. Now, --
Q. ( In te rpos ing)  I see  you a r e  s t i l l  over 
the re .  

A. Well, I took it f o r  granted it came from 
him. I d o n ' t  know. He j u s t  s a i d :  "That ' s  enough; 
c u t  .it out .  I' So everybody s a i d :  "Let 's s t o p ,  " and 
t h a t  was it. And t h a t  i s  when .we herded t h e  people 
up, and moved them ou t .  That i s  when I heard--you 
know, no unnecessary shoot ing i s  what was passed. 

Q You t a l k e d  t o  a M r .  THOMPSON. You s a i d  
t h i s :  "After  2d Platoon went t o  My Lai (5) and re turned ,  
sometime during t h i s  per iod ,  Captain PYlEDINA had gone 
t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  and saw what was going on. Anyway, 
he gave ~ r d e r st o  knocl; it sff. I heard L i s u t e ~ a n t  
BROOKS say f o r  the  2d Platoon t o  knock it o f f . "  And 
by t h i s  you meant s t o p  t h e  k i l l i n g ?  

A. Right. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  t h i s ?  

A. Yes, sir.  

Q. Would you have anyway t o  f i x  the  t i m e  
of t h i s ?  

A. No, sir.  I ' m  a f r a i d  not .  I d o n ' t  know 
how long w e  s tayed i n  Ply Lai  ( 4 )  . I t  was--

( In te rpos ing)  Approximately midmorning? 

A. I th ink  we stopped f o r  lunch over here  
( i n d i c a t i n g )  i n  t h i s  o t h e r  l i t t l e  v i l l a g e .  But--
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Q- ( In te rpos ing)  It was sometime before--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  The la te  morning, between 
10 and 12,. something l i k e  t h a t .  

Q- Do you remember t h e  i n c i d e n t  i n  which 
CARTER s h o t  himself i n  t h e  foo t?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. I heard t h a t  somebody s t a r t e d  
saying--you know, what w a s  passed around, t h a t  some-
body g o t  s h o t  i n  t h e  1st Platoon. So I went over ,  
and when I w a s  t h e r e  he was a l r eady  bandaged up. H e  
a l ready had a bandage on h i s  f o o t ,  and I saw it w a s  
CARTER, So I t a l k e d  t o  some of t h e  medics, and some 
guy s a i d :  "Well, he was s h o t  i n  t h e  f o o t  by h i s  . 45 ,"  
So t h a t ' s  a l l  t h a t  I heard,  and I went back t o  my p la toon 
a t  My Lai  ( 4 )  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  

Q. Did you s t a y  t h e r e  u n t i l  he w a s  dusted-
o f f ?  

A. No, sir. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  I d id .  I d o n ' t  
r e a l l y  remember. I t h i n k  I j u s t  s t ayed  t h e r e  long 
enough, you know, t o  f i n d  out  what happened, and 
what was going on. And I went back t o  my platoon. 

'Q The log  of Task Force Barker i n d i c a t e s  
ithat CARTER shot ' .h imself  about 10:20 i n  t h e  morning. 
That ' s  t h e  time he s h o t  h i m s e l f , .  o r  t h e  time he was 
,dusted-off.  It was t h e  approximate t i m e .  I n  r e fe rence  
t o  t h a t  t i m e ,  do you r e c a l l  when the  o rde r  t o  knock 
it off  was given? Before o r  a f t e r  the  ' CARTER i n c i d e n t ?  

A. Well, it must have been be fo re ,  because 
when Lieutenant  BROOKS and t h e  r e s t  of us came back 
t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  everybody e l s e  was gone. Most of them 
anyway, I th ink .  I b e l i e v e  we were s t i l l  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  
W e  hadn ' t  l e f t  t h e  v i l l a g e  when he go t  shot .  

Q- Y e s .  

A. So t h a t  means w e  go t  t h e r e ,  t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  
l a t e r .  
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Q- I t  w a s  a f t e r  t h i s  t h a t  you went over t o  --
A. ( In te rpos ing)  Right. Around 11 o r  11:30, 
o r  something l i k e  t h a t .  

Q. I g e t  the  impression t h a t  the  2d Platoon 
d i d n ' t  r e a l l y  sweep e n t i r e l y  through i t s  s e c t o r  of 
My Lai ( 4 ) ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know, s i r .  I d i d n ' t  go a l l  t h e  
way through it. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  I d id .  

Q. It sounds as  i f  you were d i v e r t e d  perhaps 
halfway through, and went t o  t h e  o t h e r  hamlet? 

A. Well, i f  i t ' s  l i k e  you say,  t h e  one squad 
went, then the  o the r  squads s tayed t h e r e ,  o r  e l s e  
they went through. I d o n ' t  know, because when you-- 
we a r e  weaving' i n  and o u t  of houses and h u t s ,  and 
down t ra i l s ,'and break out  i n t o  t h e  open, and come 
back i n  --
Q. ( In te rpos ing)  Right.  

A. You d o n ' t  know where you a re .  

Q. Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of how many 
people went with you when you and Lieutenant  BROOKS 
went o u t  t o  p i c k  up t h e  weapons, and then  went i n t o  
the  o t h e r  hamlet? 

A. No, sir.  I thought it was t h e  whole p la toon,  
b u t  I guess it wasn ' t .  

Q. W e l l ,  it could wel l  have been. We're not  
sure .  

A. I d o n ' t  know how many t h e r e  were. 

Q. Were you v i s i t e d  by any o f f i c e r  from Task 
Force Barker, t h e  br igade ,  o r  d i v i s i o n  dur ing  t h e  morning 
of 1 6  March? 
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A. No. You mean--was he  o u t  i n  t h e  f i e l d ?  

Q. Yes, while  you w e r e  i n  My La i  ( 4 ) .  

A. 16 March? No, sir. N o t  t h a t  I r e c a l l .  
I d i d n ' t  see any with my pla toon.  The only people 
whom I s a w  weren ' t  with t h e  company were those  photo-
graphers .  And those  w e r e  t h e  ones who I know w e r e  
t h e r e .  

Q. Had you g o t t e n  t o  know Captain MEDINA 
w e l l  a t  t h i s  time? 

A. I g o t  t o  know him b e t t e r  l a t e r  on, sir. 

Q What k ind  of an o f f i c e r  w a s  he? 

A. I n  my opinion,  a very good o f f i c e r .  

Q - W e r e  you i n  a p o s i t i o n  t o  t e l l  whether 
h e  had c o n t r o l  of t h e  company on t h a t  morning i n  M y  L a i  ( 4 ) ?  

A. Well, h e  was back behind wi th  t h e  3d Platoon.  
So, t h e  1st and 2d were a q u a r t e r  t o  halfway through t h e  
v i l l a g e ,  I b e l i e v e ,  be fo re  he  went i n .  The only kind o f  
c o n t r o l  he would have would be through t h e  radio .  

Q. I see. Some people f e e l  t h a t  th ings  go t  
o u t  of c o n t r o l  t h a t  morning, t h a t  th ings  were done 
t h a t  h e  h a d n ' t  expected o r  ordered ,  and t h a t  he w a s  
taken by s u r p r i s e  by t h e  k i l l i n g s  t h a t  went on. Did 
you have such an impression? 

A. Yes, s i r ,  I do. There was never any o r d e r s  
given t o  k i l l  people,  you know, o t h e r  than t h e  VC. I n  
my opinion,  I t h i n k  it was t h a t  everybody was r e a l  jumpy 
and r e a l  j i t t e r y  i n  t h e  beginning, and a couple of  "gooks" 
were popping up t h e i r  heads he re  and t h e r e  and running. 
And l i k e  I say ,  i n  my opinion,  I f e e l  everybody was look-
i n g  a t  it t h i s  way. L e t ' s  g e t  some before  they g e t  us .  
So we s t a r t e d  f i r i n g ,  you know. Everybody s t a r t e d  firing 
a t  anybody who was running. They j u s t  s t a r t e d  growing 
and growing, and p r e t t y  soon they were j u s t  walking i n  
and k i l l i n g  everybody they  saw. Whether they were running 
o r  no t ,  they  were being sho t .  
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Q. We've had some wi tnesses  who thought t h a t  
t h e  company was ordered t o  do t h i s ?  

No, s ir .  I have t o  argue t h a t  p o i n t ,  because--

Q- ( In te rpos ing)  Well, your impressions a r e  
important t o  us. What you saw and heard ,  and what you 
understood. 

A. I never heard anybody say anything about ,  
you know, k i l l i n g  t h e  people. I say they s a i d  k i l l  
t h e  c a t t l e ,  and t h a t  is  what was being done. A t  t h e  
same t ime,  nobody ever  s a i d ,  nobody ever  came ou t  and 
s a i d  k i l l  everybody you s e e  no mat ter  what they a re .  
No. 

Q Well, was it ind ica ted  t o  you t h a t  they
expected t h a t  p r a c t i c a l l y  everybody i n  t h e r e  would be 
VC, o r  VC sympathizers? 

A. Yes, sir.  ' . hat was s a i d .  

Q- I assume, it would be understood they  
were noL t a l k i n g  about babies? 

A. Well ( l augh ing) ,  I mean, t h a t  is a techni -
c a l i t y  because -- I mean i f  t h e  whole v i l l a g e  i s  --
they s a i d  they were a l l  VC o r  VC sympathizers.  I p ic tu red  
t h e  women, you know, t h e  husbands, and b r o t h e r s ,  and s o  
f o r t h  were VC. Some women were VC. They were nurses .  
They took c a r e  of them. Kids who were o l d  enough t o  
ca r ry  a r i f l e  might have cleaned them, might have h id  
them, could have s e t  mines, o r  could have done any-
th ing .  Now, i f  you mean a baby, I say--okay. A help-
l e s s  baby, yes ,  t h a t  i s  too  smal l  t o  do anything.  But 
what 's  going t o  happen 5 years  l a t e r ,  3 years  
from then  when t h e  kid grows up and he ' s  b i g  enough 
t o  handle something. I mean--

Q- ( In te rpos ing)  Well, do you t h i n k  perhaps 
t h e r e  is a f e e l i n g  i n  some of t h e  men t h a t  babies  were 
f a i r  game, too ,  s i n c e  they might grow up t o  be VC? 
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A. I d o n ' t  know, sir. I c a n ' t  speak f o r  
them, because I, myself, d i d  n o t  do any shoot ing  a t  
t h e  people. I k i l l e d  c a t t l e  and a  p ig .  But myself ,  
personal ly ,  I c o u l d n ' t  do it. Maybe I w a s  us ing  t h e  
excuse of being a medic, o r  maybe i f  I w e r e  i n f a n t r y  
I may n o t  have done it anyway, I d o n ' t  know. I c a n ' t  
say t h a t .  All I can say is t h a t  when I w a s  t h e r e ,  I 
cou ldn ' t  do it. I c o u l d n ' t  p u l l  a t r i g g e r  a t  one j u s t  
s tanding  there. 

Q There w e r e  o t h e r s  l i k e  t h a t  who cou ldn ' t  
do it, even though they  w e r e  ordered to .  

A. Ordered? 

Q - O r  some who could. 

A. Who ordered them? I never heard it ordered. 

Q. We've had testimony p e r t a i n i n g  t o  1st Platoon,  
on t h e  o t h e r  side of  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  where such th ings  took 
place.  Some men w e r e  l i k e  you, they c o u l d n ' t  b r i n g  them- 
s e l v e s  t o  do it, t o  shoot  people. Others d i d ,  according 
t o  t h e  evidence *at we've rece ived .  

A. I have heard some guys saying it was 
s t u p i d ,  you know. They were doing it--I don ' t  know. 
I f e e l  it w a s  something t h a t  j u s t  happened on t h e  
spur  of t h e  moment. Something t h a t  was--I d o n ' t  know. 

Q. Well, it is  q u i t e  p o s s i b l e  it was a product
of a combination of circumstances.  

A. I f e e l  t h a t  emotions were so high a t  t h e  
t i m e ,  and I d o n ' t  know, because i n  my opinion,  I f e e l  
l ike--well ,  Char l ie  Company was h u r t .  I mean we were 
kicked around, sniped a t ,  and guys were g e t t i n g  bumped 
o f f .  And w e  never go t  anything. I t h i n k ,  i n  my opinion,  
I th ink  w e  on ly  g o t ,  dur ing  my whole time ou t  i n  t h e  
f i e l d ,  j u s t  before  we g o t  o u t ,  we go t  one o r  two. 
Two sn ipe r s  whom w e  k i l l e d  f o r  su re .  And we had been 
sniped a t  f o r  s i x  and one-half months out  t h e r e .  

Q m  Yes. 
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A. And guys were g e t t i n g  k i l l e d ,  and h i t t i n g  
mines and s t u f £ .  I think--well ,  guys were sca red  when 
we h i t  the  v i l l a g e .  But I th ink .  they were ready f o r  
it i f  w e  would have met some r e a l  r e s i s t a n c e .  I th ink  
they would--

Q e  ( In te rpos ing)  They were b u i l t  up to--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  I th ink  t h e  company wouldn't  
you know, wouldn't  have been h a l t e d  by VC i f  they--

Q - ( In te rpos ing)  They would have p u t  up a 
real good f i g h t  i f  they--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  I t h i n k  so ,  sir. 

9- I f  they would have ercountered r e a l  r e s i s t a n c e .  

A. And when t h e r e  wasn ' t  any--I d o n ' t  know. 
I t  w a s  t h e i r - - I  d o n ' t  know, l i k e  it was t h e i r  chance 
t o  g e t  even, and n o t  l o s e  anybody. 

Q They went through wi th  it even though 
they d i d n ' t  encounter t h e  r e s i s t a n c e  they had expected? 

A. Right. 

Q L a t e r  t h a t  day, the  16 th ,  d i d  you see  any 
National Po l i ce?  

A. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  i f  it was t h e  same time. 
I remember we had--1 know--I may be t a l k i n g  about another  
time we were ou t  i n  t h e  f i e l d ,  b u t  t h i s  i s  what I remember. 
One time we had about t h r e e  o r  four  of them, l i t t l e  
green h a t s  with p i s t o l s  and ca rb ines ,  and t h a t  t h e r e  
was some captured.  I d o n ' t  t h ink  it was t h e  same t ime,  
because--

Q.. ( In te rpos ing)  L e t  me g ive  you a b i t  of 
background. We've had cons iderable  evidence,  and I 
th ink  it p r e t t y  wel l  e s t a b l i s h e d  t h a t  a f t e r  Char l i e  
Company l e f t  M y  La i  ( 4 )  they moved t o  t h e  e a s t ,  and 
perhaps a l i t t l e  t o  t h e  nor th ,  and joined up wi th  
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B/4/3 and set up f o r  t h e  n i g h t  around a graveyard.  
Some National  P o l i c e  had joined by t h i s  t i m e ,  and 
they w e r e  ques t ion ing  some VC suspects .  

A. Did anybody say  they were robed? I mean 
l i k e  monks? Because I remember t h a t  one t i m e  we cap-
t u r e d  1 2  o r  so ,  and t h e s e  guys w e r e  monks. They looked 
l i k e  monks, anyway. They really--you know, l i k e  a 
monk. Some w e r e  d ressed  as Vietnamese v i l l a g e r s .  

Q. W e  have n o t  had any testimony l i k e  t h a t .  
Did you see t h e  same National  P o l i c e  ques t ioning  some 
VC suspec t s  on the 1 6 t h  of March? 

A. I can't remember, I remember one t i m e  t h a t  
sorlq of then w e r e - - i t  might have been t h e  same day, 
b u t  t h e  one t h a t  is c l e a r e s t  i n  my mind is t h a t  t h e s e  
policemen took about two o r  t h r e e  of them o u t  t h e r e  
and s h o t  t h e m  before  anybody s t a r t e d  t a l k i n g .  And 
I remember the company commander g o t  mad because t h e s e  
p o l i c e  w e r e  j u s t  shoot ing,  you know, they were shoot ing 
i n s i d e  the  per imeter .  W e  had men ou t s ide ,  and he w a s  
mad t h a t  someone might g e t  h u r t ,  you know. And I c a n ' t  
remember i f  it w a s  t h e  same time o r  not .  I d i s t i n c t l y  
remember cap tu r ing  some p r i s o n e r s  when we h i t  t h e  c o a s t ,  
and Captain IGDIEA had w h a t  t u r n e d  o u t  t o  be a p la toon 
l e a d e r ,  a young k i d ,  and a g i r l .  And t h e  boy may 
have been 1 6  o r  17. 

Q. Right.  That took p lace  on t h e  next  day, 
t h e  17th, I be l i eve .  

A..  Right. 

Q Going back t o  t h e  1 6 t h ,  and where you saw the  
National  Po l i ce .  D o  you remember, o r  d i d  you know Lieutenant  (sic21 
KOTOUC of t h e  S2 of Task Force Barker? 

A. No, sir.  
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Q- Do you r e c a l l  being l i f t e d  o u t  by h e l i c o p t e r
t h e  next  day,  t h e  18 th ,  and being taken back t o  Task Force 
Barker? 

A .  Y e s ,  sir. 

Q I want t o  d i r e c t  your a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  
p a r t  of your s t a t emen t  t o  M r .  THOMPSON where you mention 
being m e t  a t  LZ D o t t i e  by a f i e l d  grade  o f f i c e r .  And 
he asked you, asked t h e  group some ques t ions .  Do you 
r e c a l l  t h a t ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. Would you t e l l  us about t h a t ,  p l ease?  

A. L e t ' s  s e e ,  it was--I remember Sergeant  
BUCHANON. I t h i n k  he was i n  t h e  chopper wi th  me and 
a few o t h e r  guys, and w e  were met by a f i e l d  grade 
o f f i c e r  and another  o f f i c e r  . And they asked us : "Did 
you see anyth ing  thatn--how d i d  he say t h a t ?  

Q. I b e l i e v e  you used t h e  t e r m  "inhumane" 
when you were speaking t o  M r .  THOMPSON. 

A. W e l l ,  --
Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  What does he mean "inhumane 
a c t s  "? Did he,  f o r  example, ask i f  t h e r e  was any 
k i l l i n g  of noncombatants ? 

A.  Right ,  and most of us s a i d  no. W e l l ,  w e  
a l l  s a i d  no. W e l l ,  he asked us - - i t  was a t r i c k y  way 
he s a i d  it. H e  says  : "Did you see anyth ing  unordinary 
o r "  --I--because I remember I s a i d  no. H e  s a i d :  "Did 
you see anyth ing  t h a t  s h o u l d n ' t  have happened?" And 
I s a i d  no. 

Q. I wish you would t r y  t o  r e c a l l  t h e  exac t  
words. This  i s  r a t h e r  an important  p a r t  of our  inqui ry .  

A. W e l l ,  --
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Q- (Interposing) W e  are  concerned with the 
adequacy of the  investigation t h a t  was made afterwards. 
This is pa r t  of it. Before you answer t h a t ,  l e t  m e  
ask you i f  you were acquainted with Colonel HENDERSON, 
the brigade commander? 

A. W e l l ,  I knew of him, sir. 

Q - H e  became the brigade commander on the 
15th, which w a s  before the operation. He had been with the 
brigade fo r  a long time, 

A. I believe he was XO. 

Q. Yes. He was the executive o f f i c e r  before, 
and other times he acted as a brigade commander. H e  
had been there  a long time. Was he one of the o f f i ce r s  
who met you a t  LZ Dottie? 

A. Let 's  see ,  he would have been a l ieutenant  
colonel, wouldn't he? 

Q. I ' m  not sure. I think he was a f u l l  colonel 
a t  the t i m e .  

A- A f u l l  colonel? No, I think it was a major 
t o  whom I talked a t  the time. I believe it was a major. 

Q Did you know Lieutenant Colonel BARKER, 
of Task Force Barker? 

A. I 've  seen him. I d i d n ' t  know him. 

(1. Was he there a t  the landing zone? 

A. No, sir. I don ' t  think so. 

Q . D i d  you know Major CALHOUM? 

A. Major CALHOUN? 

Q- He was the S3 and execu-tive o f f i ce r  of Task 
Force Barker. 
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A. I c a n ' t  p l ace  any of these  f aces .  

Q =  A t  any r a t e ,  you d i d n ' t  know t h e  ind iv idua l?  

A.  NO, sir. 

Q. Now, do you remember j u s t  what t h e  o f f i c e r  
who quest ioned you s a i d  t o  you? 

A. Well, I know he d i d n ' t  say: "Did you see  
any c i v i l i a n s  k i l l e d ? "  Because I remember him saying 
something r e a l  t r i c k y ,  l i k e :  "Did you see  something--
anything unordinary o r  unnatura l  or--" 

Q. Out of t h e  ord inary?  

A. Something l i k e  t h a t .  And I remember saying 

no, because a t  the  time we s a i d :  "Whoa, we k i l l e d  a 

bunch of V C , "  you know. And everybody s a i d :  "No, no. 

We d i d n ' t ;  we d i d n ' t . "  And he s a i d :  "Okay." And he 

moved o f f ,  and he was wa i t ing  f o r  t h e  next  chopper t o  

come i n .  Now, as f a r  a s  someone e l s e  saying  something 

e l s e ,  I don' t know. 


Q. Did he pick o u t  anybody and ask them--ask 

any i n d i v i d u a l  ques t ions?  


A. No, sir.  When we l anded- - i t ' s  a r e a l ,  r e a l ,  

l i t t l e  landing  zone. One chopper landed, and we walked 

down t h e  h i l l .  He was t h e r e ,  r i g h t  a t  t h e  bottom of the  

h i l l  a l i t t l e  b i t ,  and he kind of s a i d :  "Come on over 

here ."  So w e  a l l ,  t h e  whole group, j u s t  went over 

t h e r e  and he j u s t  s a i d :  "Did anybody see  anything 

unusual." And everybody s a i d :  "No, no." He s a i d  

okay and walked on. 


Q . Here a r e  photographs of f i v e  o f f i c e r s .  

Three of them a r e  f i e l d  grade,  Exh ib i t s  P-49,  P-50, 

and P-51. You can s e e  t h e  names t h e r e ,  a l s o .  I r e a l i z e  

t h a t  t h e  person would appear q u i t e  d i f f e r e n t ,  due t o  

the  circumstances,  than  they do i n  t h e s e  photographs. 


A. Right. 
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Q- And I ask you i f  you recognize any of these?  

A-. The f i r s t  impression, no. I d o n ' t  recognize 
any of them. 

Q W e  d o n ' t  have t h e  photograph of Lieutenant  
Colonel BARXER, Did you hear  l a t e r  on, about t h i s  
t i m e ,  t h a t  there was--the events  of 1 6  March 1968 a t  
M y  Lai  ( 4 )  w e r e  under i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A. W e l l ,  when w e  went o u t  t h e r e ,  they t o l d  
us  t h i s  w a s  supposed t o  be a 10-day, o r  15-day, o r  
whatever it is opera t ion .  And I remember them saying  
we  a r e  going i n ,  and everybody sa id :  "Whoa, what hap- 
pened?" You know. "Why a r e  w e  going i n  s o  f a s t ? "  
And then--and people w e r e  saying,  w e l l ,  t h e r e ' s  some-
t h i n g  about a chopper p i l o t  who was complaining about 
what happened back i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  and t h a t  t h e r e  was 
an i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  They were going t o  ask you ques t ions  
when you g e t  back and t h a t ' s - - t h a t  is when w e  landed 
and t h e  o f f i c e r s  w e r e  t he re .  

Q- I meant t o  ask you a ques t ion  about what 
your understanding was as  t o  t h e  length  of the  opera t ion .  
W e  had another  medic t e l l  u s ,  I d o n ' t  know whether it 
was LEE o r  FLORES, he thought t h e  company was going 
t o  be out  a month. So he made arrangements f o r  e x t r a  
medical s u p p l i e s .  Your understanding was what? About 
1 0  or 15  days? 

A. Well, s e e ,  -- l e t  me explain t h i s  s ir .  
When we f i r s t  g o t  there, Captain MEDINA would say 
w e  a r e  going out  about 10 days. So everybody goes o u t ,  
and he says  well--Colonel, I fo rgo t  h i s  name, he was 
with t h e  1/20, he would always come up with s t a y i n g  
an e x t r a  week, 4 days ox whatever. And everybody 
was complaining, see. So then the  company commander 
would say: "Okay, wa i t .  I ' m  n o t  going t o  t e l l  you 
how long we're  going t o  s t a y  o u t . "  He s a d  t h a t  
we're going o u t ,  and we ' re  coming back when we come 
back and t h a t  way nobody could complain. And s o  t h a t  
i s  the same impression t h a t  we had when we l e f t  t h a t  
day. 
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He says  t h a t  we a r e  going o u t ,  and w e ' l l  be gone more 
than 2 weeks o r  a week, you know. Anyway, we p i c t u r e d  
time--you know, a good d e a l  of 15 days o r  1 6  days o r  
whatever it is .  And then ,  I know t h a t  those  3 days 
were t o o  soon, t h a t  we came back i n  t o o  soon. We were 
supposed t o  sweep the  whole a r e a ,  a l l  a long i n  t h e r e  
( I n d i c a t i n g ) .  

Q b  Was t h i s  a f a m i l i a r  way of opera t ing  f o r  
Char l ie  Company, t o  go out  and s t a y  a week o r  2 weeks, 
3 weeks a t  a time maybe, and sweep an a r e a ,  work 
though an a r e a ?  

A. When we were with t h e  1/20 we'd go o u t  and--
l i k e  I say ,  when we f i r s t  s t a r t e d  we'd averaged 15, 16 
1 8  days o r  20 days. Then, a s  we went on, we s t a r t e d  
going longer  and longer ,  30 days and s o  f o r t h ,  I be l ieve .  
Then we l e f t  t h e  1/20, and went t o  Task Force Barker. 
Since t h e r e  were t h r e e  companies i n  t h e  t a sk  f o r c e ,  
we had a much e a s i e r  opera t ion .  Because I t h i n k  we 
were opera t ing  ou t  of Dot t ie  and Upt ight ,  and when 
we were on Uptight they would send one platoon.  One 
would s t a y  on t h e  h i l l ,  and I th ink  two would go out  
i n  d i f f e r e n t  d i r e c t i o n s .  They'd go t o g e t h e r ,  o r  one 
would go out  and two s t a y  on, see .  So we'd only go 
ou t  for--well ,  we'd go ou t  s t a y ,  maybe, f o r  10 days,  
and come back. T h a t ' s  when we were exchanging with 
another  company. I th ink  t h a t  was company t o  company. 
We'd s t a y  ou t  f o r  1 0  days. Then they stopped t h a t ,  
and we'd go out  f o r  j u s t  a day. I th ink  t h e  whole 
platoon would t ake  o f f  i n  t h e  morning, and come back 
t h a t  evening. 

Q Did anyone ever  t e l l  you t o  keep q u i e t  
about what happened i n  My Lai  ( 4 ) ,  and n o t  t a l k  about 
i t ?  

A. Well, they s a i d  : "Don't t a l k  t o  anybody. " 
But t h e  word was passed n o t  t o  t a l k  t o  j u s t  anybody. 
Don't t a l k ,  d i scuss  it. They s a i d  i f  off icers--you 
know, l e g i t i m a t e  personnel  ques t ion  you about it, well--
you know. 
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Q. Like an i n v e s t i g a t i n g  o f f i c e r ?  

A.  Like an i n v e s t i g a t i n g  -- what I mean, d o n ' t  
go d i scuss ing  it a l l  over  Vietnam, you know. J u s t  
don 't tell anybody. 

Q. Do you remember a  meeting of t h e  company 
i n  which Captain MEDINA t o l d  you t o  --
A, Yes, sir. I th ink  it was l a t e r  on, yes.  

I don ' t  remember where it was, b u t  I remember it was--


Q. ( In te rpos ing)  W e  had testimony t h a t  he 
d i d  assemble t h e  company, and he s a i d :  "I take  respon- 
s i b i l i t y  f o r  what happened," and then went on a s  you 
s a i d ,  suggest ing t h a t  t h e  men no t  goss ip  o r  t a l k  about 
it unless  they were quest ioned by an i n v e s t i g a t i n g  
o f f i c e r . 

C 

RCDR: S i r ,  may we have a s h o r t  r ecess?  U 

t". 


MR WEST: Y e s .  Hearing w i l l  be recessed.  

Cd:(The hear ing  recessed  a t  1509 hours ,  6 January N 
1970,) 

(The hear ing  reconvened a t  1513 hours ,  6 
January 1970.) 

RCDR : A l l  p resen t  when t h e  hear ing  recessed  a r e  
again present .  

MR WEST: Has anybody ever  quest ioned you about t h e  
My Lai ( 4 )  i nc iden t?  

A. I n  Vietnam, s i r ?  

Q - I n  Vietnam. 

A. The only time I was ever  t a l k e d  t o  was 
when we g o t  of f  t h e  sh ips .  They asked i f  anything 
ever  happened. That was t h e  l a s t  I heard u n t i l  it 
s t a r t e d  up again.  
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Q. You mean t h i s  t i m e  a t  LZ Dot t i e?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. When we landed on t h e  h i l l ,  r i g h t .  

Q= It 's  been suggested i n  some q u a r t e r s ,  and 
I th ink  p r imar i ly  t h e  p r e s s ,  dur ing  t h e  day a t  My Lai  ( 4 ) ,  
i n  t h e  morning, some of t h e  men may have been under 
the i n f luence  of marijuana. Do you know of any such 
th ing?  

A. No, s i r .  


Q- Was t h e r e  a marijuana problem i n  t h e  company? 


A. I t  was used. I mean--


Q - ( In te rpos ing)  Of any s i g n i f i c a n c e ?  


A. Oh, you know, one o r  two guys used it a 
l o t .  But no one used it out  i n  t h e  f i e l d  t h a t  I know. 
I t  was--

Q - (Interposing! .As a. medic, yoi-I w o ~ l dn o t i c e  
t h i s ,  I t ake  i t ?  

A. I would n o t i c e  i t ?  You mean i f  a guy is  
r e a l l y  under t h e  in f luence?  

Q. Yes. 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q - What w a s  t h e  genera l  a t t i t u d e  of t h e  men 
of Char l i e  Company towards the  Vietnamese people? I 
may have asked you t h i s  ques t ion  a l ready.  

A. You have. W e l l ,  a s  you know, t h e  company--
t h e  whole br igade  was brought over from Hawaii. So 
the whole br igade  was new. There was, I b e l i e v e ,  we 
had only one man i n  my company who was a v e t e r a n ,  you 
might say. He had been t o  Vietnam before .  
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So, l i k e  every G I  who goes overseas ,  in m y  opin ion ,  
you know, he t h i n k s  t h e  k i d s  are g r e a t ,  and everybody 
else is g r e a t  and--you know. And they  are w i l l i n g  t o  
help,  But a f t e r  you have been t h e r e  a f e w  months, 
they s ta r t  g e t t i n g  on your nerves.  And you g e t  t i r e d  
of t h e  kids bugging you and everything. And those  
k ids  have t h e  q u i c k e s t  hands of anyone I have eve r  seen ,  
And t h e y ' l l  steal you b l i n d  i f  you a r e n ' t  looking. 
And it j u s t  g o t  t o  t h e  p o i n t  where you wouldn't  want 
t o  he lp  them any more, because it c o s t  more t r o u b l e  
t o  h e l p  t h e m  than it would to--so some guys--you know, ' 

I m s a n ,  that 's an i n d i v i d u a l  t h i n g ,  I be l i eve .  Some 
guys r e a l l y  l i k e d  t h e  k i d s  a l o t ,  really--you know, 
and d i d  t h i n g s  f o r  them. I pe r sona l ly  d i d n ' t  care 
f o r  them, and I j u s t  d i d n ' t  do anything t o  h e l p  them 
i n  any way. 

Q .  W e l l ,  what I w a s  r e a l l y  g e t t i n g  a t ,  was 
t h e r e  poss ib ly  a genera l  f e e l i n g  of resentment towards 
t h e  Vietnamese people,  o r  d i s l i k e ?  

A. W e l l ,  sir, t h e r e ' s  a l o t  of d i s l i k e  over  
there. There is  a d i s l i k e  f o r  a l o t  of th ings .  A 
l o t  of guys ha ted  being over t h e r e .  Some may have 
blamed t h e  people. A s  f a r  a s  a genera l  d i s l i k e  of 
t h e  people,  I ' d  say no. General ly ,  everybody--you 
know, go t  along with them, I mean--and went i n  t h e  
v i l l a g e  and brought t h i n g s  f o r  them and s t u f f  l i k e  
t h a t .  

Q The real purpose of t h e  ques t ion  would be 
t o  ask you whether you thought t h a t  the  a t t i t u d e  of 
t h e  men toward t h e  Vietnamese people played any p a r t  
i n  t h e  k i l l i n g  t h a t  took p lace  t h a t  morning a t  My Lai  ( 4 ) ?  

A. N o ,  sir. I b e l i e v e  tha t - - I  th ink  every-
body doing a l o t  of t h e  shoot ing  was just--they were 
see ing  VC, and t h a t  i s  a l l  they were seeing.  That ' s  
my opinion,  T h a t ' s  what they saw. 

Q There has been some sugges t ion  t h a t  some 
men j u s t  d i d n ' t  regard t h e  Vietnamese people a s  being-,-
t h e i r  l i v e s  having t h e  same value  as  American l i v e s ,  
f o r  example. 
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They s o r t  of had the  a t t i t u d e  it d i d n ' t  r e a l l y  
count t o  k i l l  a d ink ,  s o  t o  speak. Was t h e r e  
any of t h a t  i n  the  company, i n  your opinion? 

A. Well, i n  t h e  genera l  opinion,  I th ink  
o f ,  of t h e  American people l i v i n g  t h a t  way. I 
f e e l  t h a t  you go t o  a country t h a t  i s  p r i m i t i v e  
i n  i t s  ways, I mean over the re .  The only people 
who a r e  anything a r e  people with money. And, w e l l ,  
my personal  opinion was t h a t  was it, because every- 
body'you t a l k e d  to--the o f f i c e r s  were o f f i c e r s  
because they had money, and they bought t h e i r  p lace ,  
they bought t h e i r  pos i t ion .  So I mean, n a t u r a l l y ,  
you--when you look a t  people who l i v e  l i k e  they 
do, everybody--well, yes. You--you'd put  them under 
you, I guess you might say.  Well, you f e l t  t h a t  
you were b e t t e r  than they were. I t h i n k  it was 
t h e  genera l  opinion of most of t h e  people i n  t h e  
company, and it i s  the  opinion of most of t h e  men 
overseas .  I mean--you know. Deep down, I f e e l  
t h e r e  i s  a -- j u s t  a  way of l i f e  wherever you go. 
Everybody th inks  they a r e  b e t t e r  than  anybody e l s e .  
So--

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  You a r e  aware, I 'm s u r e ,  
t h a t  this i n c i d e n t  of My Lai ( 4 )  was n o t  genera l ly  
known i n  t h i s  country u n t i l  q u i t e  r e c e n t l y .  

A. Yes , sir ,  

Q. A s  a m a t t e r  of f a c t ,  it wasn ' t  known 
by Department of t h e  Army u n t i l  a former s o l d i e r  
named RIDENHOUR wrote a l e t t e r  t o  t h e  Sec re ta ry  
of Defense which he received i n  Apr i l .  An i n v e s t i -
ga t ion  was s t a r t e d  l a t e r  i n  t h e  month by t h e  Inspec to r  
General of the  Army, and the  r e s u l t  i s  Department 
of t h e  Army knew nothing of t h i s  i n c i d e n t  f o r  over 
a yea r  a f t e r  it happened. This ,  of course ,  was 
because it was n o t  repor ted  through normal channels.  
Other th ings  which happen on t h e  b a t t l e f i e l d  a r e  
repor ted .  Do you have any opinion as  t o  why t h i s  
i n c i d e n t  was n o t  repor ted?  
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A, W e l l ,  i n  my opinion,  i t ' s  because of --
i t ' s  l i k e  any army, they don 't want to  p u b l i c i z e  
t h i n g s  t h a t  would do it harm, t h e  country,  o r  t h e  
Army, o r  whatever it may be. You a r e  always read ing  
about t h e  awards and medals, t h e  number of k i l l s  
and--you know. Then they '  11 say in l i t t l e  head-
l i n e s ,  you may read something about so  many guys 
k i l l e d  overseas ,  you know. And I f e e l  t h a t ' s  a--
t h e r e  a r e  a l o t  of t h i n g s  covered up. And another  
th ing ,  guys, when guys come back from overseas ,  
they don ' t  want t o  t a l k  about it. I t ' s  over;  t h a t ' s  
it. You know. You go over  t h e r e ,  and you g o t  one 
t h i n g  on you mind. You a r e  going t o  put  i n  1 
year  and g e t  back. 

Q Was t h e r e  a tendency on t h e  p a r t  of 
t h e  company no t  t o  t a l k  about t h i s  because you f e l t  
bad about it, o r  f e l t  ashamed? Do you t h i n k  t h a t  
might have had a p a r t  i n  i t ?  

A. Well, I had a--I had a f e e l i n g  of d i s g u s t .  
I know I had a knot  i n  my stomach when it was going 
on, b u t  I d i d n ' t  say anything. Maybe I should have, 
b u t  I d i d n ' t .  I mean, who was I going t o  t a l k  t o ,  
you know. Nobody--I mean it was a t h i n g  t h a t  every-
body wanted t o  f o r g e t .  It happened and t h a t  w a s  
it. You know. Nobody ever  t a l k e d  about it any-
more o r  nothing.  

Q Do you remember reading a s t o r y  i n  the 
d i v i s i o n  paper about t h i s  combat a s s a u l t ?  

A. You mean about  t h e  128 k i l l s  t h a t  w e  
g o t  f o r  the  v i l l a g e ?  

Q. Y e s .  

A. I remember it w a s  128 .  I d o n ' t  remember 
exac t ly  how the  s t o r y  went, bu t  it was--I j u s t  remember 
they publ ic ized  t h a t  s o  and s o  Task Force Barker--you 
know. So and s o  companies a s s a u l t e d  My Lai ( 4 ) ,  k i l l i n g  
128 VC wi th  l i g h t  c a s u a l t i e s  o r  one casua l ty ,  something 
l i k e  t h a t ,  something t o  t h a t  e f f e c t .  
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Q They d i d n ' t  w r i t e  a s t o r y  about a l o t  of 
the  women and ch i ld ren  3eing k i l l e d ,  d i d  they? 

Of course not .  

Q - Does t h i s  s t r i k e  you as  a coverup, o r  perhaps
what you mentioned e a r l i e r  of t h i s  t a l k i n g  about pub l i c i z ing  
a  favorable  t h i n g  and no t  t h e  unfavorable? 

A .  Yes, sir.  I t  was a coverup, I f e e l ,  because--
I mean, i n  my opin ion ,  i f  a man l i k e  t h e  chopper p i l o t  
t h a t  complained f i r s t ,  i f ,  I mean, i f  it r e a l l y  wouldn't  
have been a p i l o t - - i f  t h e  o f f i c e r  o r  whoever was, you 
know, covering t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  r e a l l y  wanted t o  f i n d  
ou t ,  they would have found o u t .  I mean--

Q- ( In te rpos ing)  I was about t o  ask you t h a t .  
I f  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  a c t i v e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  had been con-
ducted r i g h t  a f t e r  My Lai  ( 4 ) ,  an o f f i c e r  came around 
asking q u e s t i o n s ,  would they have found o u t  e x a c t l y  
what went on i n  My Lai  ( 4 )  t h a t  day? Would t h e  men 
have t a lked?  Would they have t o l d  them? 

A. I t h i n k  a t  f i r s t  they would. I xean i f  --
you know. Had been conducted i n  a--

Q ( In te rpos ing)  I n  a s e r i o u s  and thorough 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A. T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  T h a t ' s  e x a c t l y  what I was 
t r y i n g  t o  say,  r i g h t ,  t o  r e a l l y  g e t  down t o  t h e  h e a r t  
of it. Yes, I t h i n k  it would have been discovered.  
But--I mean--you know, it was covered. I t h i n k  it 
was covered up from the word go when it f i r s t  s t a r t e d .  
Even t h e  Vietnamese people who were there- - I  mean--
you know. The p o l i c e ,  t h e  i n t e r p r e t e r s  w e r e - - I  mean, 
i f  they themselves don ' t  c a r e  t h a t  much about t h e i r  
own peop le ' s  l i v e s - - I  mean even t h e  high o f f i c i a l  
Vietnamese frowned on t h e  peasants .  I mean, t o  them 
l i f e  i s  nothing.  So, t o  t h e  American s o l d i e r ,  I guess 
it is even less. It d o e s n ' t  amount t o  anything. 
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Q. Did you know Sergeant P H U ,  t he  i n t e r p r e t e r ?  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q Do you remember what h i s  a t t i t u d e  was toward 
My L a i  ( 4 ) ?  

A .  I wasn ' t  with him, you know, when a l l  of 
t h i s  was going on. I knew PHU. I l i k e d  him a l o t .  
I th ink  everybody i n  t h e  company l i k e d  him. H e  was 
an i n t e l l i g e n t  man. I mean, i n  t h i s  r e s p e c t ,  I t h i n k  
everybody respected  him, you know, because of him. I know 
t h a t  a f t e r  t h a t  happened he wasn ' t  with us anymore. 
I be l i eve  he was pu l l ed  ou t .  I mean, you know. I imagine 
he complained. I f  I would have been him, I would have. 

MAJ ZYCHOWSKI: When you went back t o  LZ Dot t i e  and 
landed, a f i e l d  grade o f f i c e r  was t h e r e  t o  ask you i f  
anything unusual took p lace .  Did I understand you cor-
r e c t l y  t h a t ,  when t h i s  w a s  asked, the  f e e l i n g  was: "Oh, 
boy, we go t  a l o t  of VC"? Would you expla in  t h a t  
a l i t t l e  more? 

A. Okay. When--well, when he asked us ,  I s a i d  
no, and everybody e l s e  s a i d  no. Now, t h e  reason I s a i d  
no was because I d idn '  t want to--I  mean--you know. I f e l t  
they were wrong, and somebody might have go t t en  i n  t r o u b l e  
when, i f  I would have s a i d  y e s ,  you know. And s o  we 
said--I  s a i d  no and--I d o n ' t  know, i t ' s - - t h e r e ' s  a l o t  
of emotion t h e r e ,  There--we were g lad  t h a t  it was no t  
a s  bad as  everybody thought it was going t o  be. And you 
were--we go t  o u t  of t h e  f i e l d  sooner,  and i n  my opin ion ,  
emotions were running d i f f e r e n t l y .  And, w e l l ,  everybody 
was f e e l i n g  t h a t  they-- that  they wiped o u t  a VC s t rong-
hold.  I n  o the r  words, we d id  enough damage t h e r e  t h a t  
supposedly we wouldn't  have any t r o u b l e  from t h a t  a r e a .  
You know. Because you taught  them--you know, what happened 
o r  something t o  t h a t  e f f e c t  tha t - - I  d o n ' t  know, t h a t  VC 
would th ink  twice about working i n  t h a t  a rea .  That 
i s  what I f e l t .  
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Q- You mentioned t h i s  f i e l d  grade o f f i c e r  quest ion-
ing you or asking  t h e  ques t ions ,  and you looked a t  t h e  photo-
graphs of s e v e r a l  of t h e  people t o  whom we have t a lked .  
Would you have known Colonel BARKER i f  you had seen him? 

A. I d o n ' t  t h ink  s o ,  sir. 

Q r  I n  o t h e r  words, you don1- tr e a l l y  know i f  
t h e  f i e l d  grade o f f i c e r  t h a t  you mentioned- could have 
been Colonel BARKER o r  not?  

A. I couldn't--no, sir. I c o u l d n ' t  swear t o  
t h a t .  I c o u l d n ' t  recognize him a t  a l l .  

Q Did you s e e ,  a t  any t ime,  o r  do you r e c a l l  
a t  any time, while  you were a t  My Lai ( 4 )  on t h e  16th ,  
a chopper o r  s e v e r a l  choppers land i n  t h a t  v i c i n i t y ?  

A. I d i d  no t .  No, sir. 

RCDR: I have an e x h i b i t  t o  in t roduce  i n t o  t h e  
record,  This i s  a photograph of Lieutenant  Colonel 
BARKER, dated 1 8  May 1 9 6 2 .  It w i l l  be admit ted as  
Exhib i t  P-142. 

MR WEST: M r .  GARZA, I show you Exh ib i t  P-142, which 
is a photograph of Lieutenant  Colonel BARKER. I ask 
you, do ybu recognize t h i s  man? 

A .  No, sir,  I d o n ' t .  I d o n ' t  recognize him. 

Q Does he resemble t h e  f i e l d  grade o f f i c e r  
who spoke t o  you and o t h e r s  t h a t  n igh t  a t  LZ D o t t i e ,  o r  
t h a t  a f te rnoon?  

A .  N o ,  s ir .  The only t h i n g  I r e a l l y  remember 
is t h a t  t h a t  f i e l d  grade o f f i c e r ,  he was ba ld ,  t h a t  
h i s  h a i r l i n e  had receded. 

Q. M r .  GARZA, have I shown you a photograph 
t h a t  has been admitted i n t o  evidence as Exh ib i t  P-53? 
(Witness looks a t  t h e  photograph. ) This o f f i c e r  has  
a receding  h a i r l i n e .  
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A. I s t i l l  c o u l d n ' t  i d e n t i f y  him, sir .  

Q g  A l l  r i g h t ,  thank you. 

M r .  GARZA, t h i s  completes t h e  bulk of our  
i n t e r r o g a t i o n .  I would a p p r e c i a t e  it i f  you would s t a y  
on wi th  Major ZYCHOWSKI f o r  a l i t t l e  while  longer  and 
look a t  some photographs and go over some o t h e r  mat ters  
with him, and I ' l l  l eave  t h e  i n t e r r o g a t i o n .  Before I 
do, I want t o  ask you i f  t h e r e  i s  anything you would 
l i k e  t o  t e l l  us a d d i t i o n a l l y  t h a t  comes t o  mind t h a t  
might he lp  us i n  our inqu i ry .  Any s ta tement  you would 
l i k e  t o  make? 

A. No, sir.  I b e l i e v e  you covered it thoroughly 
enough. 

Q A l l  r i g h t .  We very much a p p r e c i a t e  your 
coming, and we know i t ' s  a l o t  of t r o u b l e  t o  you and 
a g r e a t  inconvenience. You have been very h e l p f u l  and 
made a r e a l  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  our  e f f o r t .  We thank you 
very much. 

a 
CY! 
P'. 

A. Yes, sir. 

MR WEST: The hear ing  w i l l  be recessed.  

(The hear ing  recessed  a t  1532 hours ,  6 January 
1970. ) 

(The hear ing  reconvened a t  1 6 1 1  hours ,  
6 January 1970.) 

MAJ ZYCHOWSKI: Hearing w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  M A J  ZYCHOWSKI 
i s  p resen t .  

M r .  GARZA, I would l i k e  t o  remind you again 
t h a t  you are s t i l l  under oa th .  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Would you show me he re  on t h i s  a e r i a l  photo 
of My Lai  ( 4 ) )  Exhibi t  P-1, t h e  genera l  a r e a  where you 
landed? 
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A. ( I n d i c a t i n g )  I t  was on t h e  northwestern 
edge of t h e  v i l l a g e . '  I would say somewhere i n  t h i s  a r e a  r i g h t  
here.  

Q - Let t h e  record show the  wi tness  has pointed t o  
p o i n t  1, which i s  t h e  northwestern p o r t i o n  of My Lai  ( 4 ) ,  
and is  t h e  approximate a r e a  of t h e  landing  zone. 

(MAJ ZYCHOWSKI marks p o i n t  1 on a e r i a l  photo,  
Exh ib i t  P-1. The annotated photo i s  l a t e r  rece ived  i n  
evidence a s  F x h i b i t  P-143. ) 

M r .  GARZA, would you again s t a t e  what platoon 
you were with a t  t h i s  time? 

A, The 2d Platoon medic. 

Q. M r .  GARZA, would you show an  the  map t h e  boundary 
between t h e  1st and t h e  2d Pla toons?  

A. L e t ' s  s e e  i f  I can remember t h a t  ( i n d i c a t i n g  a 
boundary) , 

(1- M r .  GARZA, a f t e r  you ianded,  would you show 
on t h e  map how the  squads went on l i n e ?  

A. ( I n d i c a t i n g )  Well, t h e  squads l i n e d  up, f i r s t  
man t o  t h e  nor thern  edge of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  and they were 
spaced. Every 5 meters w a s  a  man, and I do n o t  r e c a l l  
what o rde r  t h e  squads were i n .  I b e l i e v e  it was one, two, 
and th ree .  

Q. M r .  GARZA, would you t r a c e  on t h e  map (Exhibi t  
P-143) t h e  r o u t e  which you took going through t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A.  ( I n d i c a t i n g )  Yes. I s t a r t e d  a t  t h e  c e n t e r  of  
our s e c t o r ,  and walked behind t h e  p la toon through the  v i l l a g e .  
I was walking on t h e  nor the rn  edge, i n  t h e  middle,  and I was 
walking around. I was fol lowing l i t t l e  t r a i l s  and pa ths ,  
c u t t i n g  through these  l i t t l e  yards .  Eventua l ly ,  I broke ou t  
onto t h i s  c l e a r i n g .  I broke ou t  i n  t h e  nor the rn  c l e a r i n g .  

Q. Let t h e  record  show t h a t  M r .  GARZA i s  po in t ing  
t o  t h e  nor th  c e n t e r  of t h e  v i l l a g e  of My Lai  ( 4 ) .  M r .  GARZA, 
as you went through the  v i l l a g e  he re  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) ,  d id  you 
observe any l a r g e  number of bodies? 
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A. Most of t h e  bodies were s c a t t e r e d  ou t .  The only 
one t h a t  I can r e c o l l e c t  i s  t h i s  house t h a t  had f i v e  o r  s i x  
people toge the r .  They were r e l a t i v e l y  i n  a c l o s e  a rea  i n  
f r o n t  of t h e  house. 

Q. Could you p o i n t  t o  t h e  genera l  a r e a  of t h i s  
house on t h e  map? 

A. There i s  no way, s i r ,  of po in t ing  it out .  

Q. A s  you e x i t e d  t h e  v i l l a g e .  W i l l  you cont inue ' 

from the re?  

A. Well, t o  t h e  b e s t  of my r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  I b e l i e v e  
I walked along the  o u t e r  edge of t h e  v i l l a g e  f o r  a l i t t l e  
ways. Then I took o f f  with Lieutenant  BROOKS, p la toon 
l eader  of t h e  2d Platoon,  and c u t  across  the  f i e l d  t o  another  G-I 
v i l l a g e .  And we made a semi-moon o r  h a l f - c i r c l e  t o  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

9= * 

Q Why d i d  you leave  My Lai ( 4 )  and go t o  t h e  o t h e r  
subhamlet? Chl 

N 
A. Lieutenant  BROOKS go t  word t h e r e  were two VC 
o u t  i n  the  middle of t h e  f i e l d .  We saw the  bodies l y i n g  
10 o r  15  meters a p a r t .  And they took of f  of them a 
carb ine ,  an M-L Garand, a.nd some American gear .  

Q Would you show on t h e  map t h e  genera l  v i c i n i t y  
where these  two VC were found? 

(Witness i n d i c a t e s  on Exhibi t  P-143.) 

(Marking t h e  s p o t  on P-143) Let  t h e  record  show 
t h a t  a r e a  i n  which t h e  two VC bodies were found i s  shown on 
t h e  map as  p o i n t  2.  M r .  GARZA, would you cont inue  from t h a t  
a rea?  

A. From t h e  bodies ,  we c u t  on i n t o  t h i s  l i t t l e  
v i l l a g e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  i n  f r o n t  of us a couple of meters.  A t  
t h e  v i l l a g e  t h e r e  were a few more people k i l l e d .  And then we # 

g o t  word t o  s t o p  t h e  k i l l i n g ,  o r  the  unnecessary k i l l i n g ,  and 
t o  come on back t o  My Lai ( 4 ) .  Af te r  we were i n  t h i s  o t h e r  
l i t t l e  v i l l a g e  f o r  a whi le ,  we had lunch the re .  We swung 
back, and went through My Lai ( 4 )  aga in ,  o r  a por t ion  of it. 
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Q Could you show on the  map t h e  approximate a rea  
i n  which you were loca ted  when you rece ived  t h e  order  t o  s t o p  
the shoot ing o r  k i l l i n g ?  Which was i t ?  

A. T h a t ' s  a good ques t ion .  Well, a l l  Lieutenant  
BROOKS s a i d  was t o  knock it o f f .  

Q Could you show us on t h e  map where you were? 

(Witness i n d i c a t e s  on P-143.) 

Let t h e  record show p o i n t  3 a s  t h e  approximate 
l o c a t i o n  where M r .  GARZA was loca ted  when he heard the  o rde r  
t o  s t o p  the  shoot ing  (so  marking).  What e l s e  took p lace  i n  
t h i s  hamlet? 

A. Afte r  we were t h e r e  for-- to  t h e  b e s t  of my 
r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  we had lunch t h e r e .  Then we rounded up t h e  
people, and some squads went o u t .  I was with t h e  platoon l e a d e r ,  
and we rounded. up people,  4 0  t o  50, and took them ou t s ide  of 
the  v i l l a g e .  We poin ted  t o  a western d i r e c t i o n ,  and t o l d  them 
t o  walk and keep on walking, and n o t  t o  come back. Af ter  t h a t ,  
we were on our  way o u t  then ,  and we walked back t o  My Lai ( 4 )  . 
Q - M r .  GARZA, while  i n  t h e  ' v i l l a g e ,  d id  you observe 
any dead bodies? 

A. Yes, sir. There was one group of about s i x  o r  
seven people,  and i n  a group they were sho t .  

Q. Could you p o i n t  a t  t h e  map and t h e  approximate 
l o c a t i o n  where you saw these  bodies? 

A. On t h e  o u t e r  edge of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  a t  t h e  approx-
imate l o c a t i o n  i n  t h e  sou theas te rn  p a r t  of t h e  hamlet. 

Q. M r .  GARZA, d id  you see  t h e s e  people being shot?  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Do you know who d i d  shoot  t h e s e  people? 

A. I don' t know h i s  rank. 

Q Whatever you can r e c a l l .  
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A. ROSCHEVITZ, and he s h o t  an M-79 i n t o  t h e  group. 
Then I d o n ' t  remember who f i n i s h e d  them o f f .  Somebody s h o t  
them, then,  a f t e r  t h a t ,  t h e  ones who were s t i l l  a l i v e .  

Q. Did t h e  o rde r  t o  s t o p  the  shoot ing come a f t e r  you 
saw these  bodies ,  o r  d i d  it occur a f t e r ?  

A. The o rde r  came a f t e r  t h e  people were k i l l e d .  

Q Would you now show on t h e  map t h e  rou te  you took 
from the  hamlet back t o  My Lai ( 4 )  ? 

(Witness i n d i c a t e s  on P-143. ) 

When you g o t  back t o  My Lai (4), what happened 
then ,  M r .  GARZA? 

A. We walked through t h e  v i l l a g e ,  a por t ion  of it, 
and I s a w  houses t h a t  were burned and bodies l y i n g  around. 
There were bodies  i n s i d e  the  burning hootches,  and we e x i t e d  
on the northwestern s i d e  of t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q When you g o t  on the  nor thern  s i d e  of t h e  v i l l a g e ,
what happened then? 

A.  We then  walked on across  these  open f i e l d s  
( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  There was a h i l l  on the  r i g h t  s i d e  a s  we were 

walking toward t h e  c o a s t ,  and I remember, a s  we broke ou t  of 
t h e  v i l l a g e ,  looking a t  t h i s  lon.g, open f i e l d .  Personal ly ,  
I was worried about being mortared from t h e  VC on the  h i l l .  

Q. When you e x i t e d  the  v i l l a g e ,  d i d  you spend any 
time a t  a l l  a t  t h e  o u t e r  edge of i t ?  

A. No, sir.  I b e l i e v e  we walked j u s t  r i g h t  on through 
it, and kept  on walking. 

Q The company was n o t  assembled ou t  t h e r e  i n  any 
fashion? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember, s i r .  I d o n ' t  remember. They 
may have been, because--I d o n ' t  remember walking across  t h a t .  
I don ' t  remember walking across  t h a t  by ourse lves .  The squad 
must have assembled with the  r e s t  of the  company ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  
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Q- Let the  record show t h a t  po in t  4 on t h i s  photo
i s  the  approximate a rea  o r  l o c a t i o n  i n  which M r .  GARZA 
observed the s i x  dead bodies i n  a group ( s o  marking).  M r .  
GARZA, a t  t h i s  time I would l i k e  t o  show you some photos,  
and would you p lease  t e l l  me what you recognize? M r .  
GARZA, I show you Exh ib i t  P-14. What do you recognize 
i n  t h i s  photo? 

A. The man as  being one of t h e  members of t h e  platoon 
I was in .  

Q Do you know h i s  name? 

A. No, sir. I cannot r e c a l l  it. 

Q I show you Exhibi t  P-16. What do you recognize i n  
this photo? 

A. The burning houses resemble o t h e r  burning houses 
i n  the  v i l l a g e  of My Lai ( 4 ) .  A s  f a r  a s  remembering see ing  
the body t h e r e ,  no, I c a n ' t .  

Q. P-33? 

A. The same p i c t u r e  a s  the  l a s t  one. 

Q. What do yo^ recognize i n  photo P-38? 

A. That looks l i k e  t h e  t r a i l  on which we broke o u t  
when we broke o u t  t o  g e t  t o  those  VC bodies .  However, I do 
no t  r e c a l l ,  d e f i n i t e l y .  
Q. What do you recognize i n  photo P-41? 

A. I recognize see ing  t h i s  i n  one of t h e  leading  
magazines. 

'Life  magazine?
- . 

A.  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  is what it was. I d i d  not  a c t u a l l y  
see t h i s  myself. 

A. I recognize t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  a s  being a member of 
the  company. I b e l i e v e  he was i n  t h e  3d Platoon.  However, 
I do n o t  remember h i s  name. 
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Q • Do you remember t h i s  a s  be ing  i n  My L a i  ( 4 ) ?  

A. W e l l ,  we--there were o t h e r  v i l l a g e s  i n  which'we 
burned hootches .  

Q You cannot  s p e c i f i c a l l y  s t a t e  t h a t  is  My La i  ( 4 ) ,  
then?  

A. No, s i x .  I cannot .  

Q What do you r ecogn ize  i n  photo P-64? 

A. I r ecogn ize  t h e  f i r s t  two i n d i v i d u a l s .  The co lo red  
boy ' s  name, I b e l i e v e ,  is  SMITH ( i n d i c a t i n g )  . 
Q Let  t h e  r e c o r d  show t h a t  SMITH is  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  
on t h e  r i g h t .  

A. And t h e  one beh ind ,  h i s  name w a s  DELPOME 
( i n d i c a t i n g )  . 
Q . The i n d i v i d u a l  l i s t e d  t h e r e  a s  t h e  second from t h e  
f r o n t ,  o r  i n  the c e n t e r .  What do you recognize  i n  photo P-66? 3 

k 
8.. e 

A. ( I n d i c a t i n g )  I recognize  P H U ,  t h e  Vietnamese i n t e r -
p r e t e r ,  on the l e f t .  (L3 

CV 
Q. PHU i s  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  on t h e  l e f t ?  

A. ( I n d i c a t i n g )  I recognize  t h e  r ad io t e l ephone  oper-
a t o r  walking toward t h e  c e n t e r  of t h e  p i c t u r e .  

Q Do you know h i s  name? 

A. H e  w a s  r a d i o  te lephone  o p e r a t o r  f o r  a r t i l l e r y ,  
and I do n o t  r e m e m b e r  h i s  name. 

Q. Do you r ecogn ize  anyone e l s e  i n  t h e  p i c t u r e ?  

A. ( I n d i c a t i n g )  The co lo red  boy i n  t h e  back was 
i n  my p l a toon ,  I b e l i e v e .  

Q. Do you know h i s  name? 

A. MAXEY. The co lo red  boy i n  t h e  background, on 
t h e  r i g h t .  I r ecogn ize  him a s  be ing  a member of my p l a toon  
( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  
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Q. Do you know h i s  name? 

A. I do n o t  r e c a l l  it. 

Q - The ind iv idua l  t h a t  M r .  GARZA i n d i c a t e d  is  loca ted  
i n  the  l e f t  back toward^ t h e  l e f t  c e n t e r .  Do you recognize 
the  i n d i v i d u a l  on t h e  f a r  l e f t  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) ?  

A. The o t h e r  colored boy? No, I do not .  

Q - What do you recognize i n  P-125? 

A,. I picked t h a t  ou t  because--a scene of a burning 
v i l l a g e ,  and a s  f a r  as  the  l o c a t i o n ,  I could n o t  p o i n t  it ou t .  

Q - You cannot say t h i s  is My Lai  ( 4 ) ?  

A. No, sir.  Again, we burned o t h e r  hootches.  

Q How about P-126? 

A.  Oh, I recognize a l l  four  of t h e  men as being 
members of t h e  3d Platoon. The one i n  t h e  c e n t e r  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) ,  
without a s h i r t  i s  SMAIL. And I recognize t h e  o t h e r  men, bu t  
I do n o t  r e c a l l  t h e i r  names. 

Q. Do you recognize t h e  l o c a t i o n  o r  a rea?  

A. It s t r i k e s  me as being t h e  a r e a  t h a t  we dug i n  
on a t  the  c o a s t  t h e  second day. 

Q. On t h e  evening of the '  16th?  

A. I'm s o r r y ,  I d o n ' t  know. 

Q. M r .  GARZA, from t h e  photos t h a t  you have j u s t  
observed, i s  it my understanding t h a t  you could n o t  g ive  
the approximate l o c a t i o n  of any of t h e s e  photos? 

A. That ! s  c o r r e c t ,  s i r .  

Q. M r .  GARZA, a t  t h i s  t ime would you p lease  s ign  
your name a t  t h e  top  l e f t  p o r t i o n  of t h e  photo? ( M r .  GARZA 
s i g n s  photo as  r eques ted , )  
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The a e r i a l  photograph t h a t  M r .  GARZA has j u s t  
s igned  is e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  r e c o r d  a s  E x h i b i t  P-143. The 
h e a r i n g  w i l l  be r eces sed .  

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  1702 hour s ,  6 
January 1970. ) 

' (The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1 7 5 4  hour s ,  6 
January 1970. ) 

MR WEST: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR : The fo l lowing  person  is  p r e s e n t :  MR WEST. 

MR WEST: M r .  GARZA, I ' v e  j u s t  one more m a t t e r  t h a t  I wanted 
t o  ask you about .  I r ece ived  a message from General  PEERS 
i n  Vietnam, r e l a t i n g  t h a t  he had i n t e r r o g a t e d  a r e t u r n e d  VC 
who had s t a t e d  t h a t  he w a s  p r e s e n t  i n  Binh Tay Hamlet 
on t h e  morning of  16 March, and t h a t  he had observed 
15  U . S .  t r oops  assemble and shoo t  16 c i v i l i a n s ,  and 
then  burn houses and r e t u r n  t o  My Lai  ( 4 ) .  H e  s t a t e d  
t h e r e  were a l s o  some r e p o r t s  of r a p e s ,  and t h a t  was 
t h e  end of t h e  message. This  hamlet  of Binh Tay i s  
a l i t t l e  hamlet  above My L a i  ( 4 )  which f i g u r e d  i n  ir.r 

your earlier tes t imony as be ing  t h e  p l a c e  where you 
P 
t -

went w i t h  L ieu tenan t  BROOKS, and o t h e r  members of 
t h e  p l a toon ,  on t h e  morning of 16 March 1968. Does 
t h i s  f i t  i n  w i t h  your r e c o l l e c t i o n  of even t s  t h e r e ?  (L, 

CV 

A.  Well, t h e r e  w e r e  people  who were k i l l e d  t h e r e ,  as 
I s t a t e d  before .  I don1- tt h i n k  it was t h a t  many. I p e r s o n a l l y  
thought  it was e i g h t ,  seven o r  e i g h t ,  something l i k e  t h i s ,  
who w e r e  k i l l e d  i n  t h a t  v i l l a g e  . . .  

Q .  I see. Did you h e a r  any r e p o r t s  of  any women 
being raped  i n  t h e  hamlet  t h a t  morning? 

A .  No, s ir .  I was wi th  t h e  p l a toon  l e a d e r .  I .d o n ' t  
know any th ing  about  t h a t .  

Q The r e p o r t ,  i f  i t ' s  c o r r e c t ,  seems t o  i n d i c a t e  a 
group of c i v i l i a n s  were brought  t o g e t h e r  and then  s h o t  down. 
Were you aware of anyth ing  l i k e  t h a t  o c c u r r i n g  a t  Binh Tay 
Hamlet? 
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A. Yes, sir. But t h e  way it happened, t h e r e  was a 
group of them, and a man s h o t  an M-79 i n t o  them. Some of 
the guys w e r e  going t o  go f i n i s h  them o f f ,  and I d i d n ' t  
s t ay  t o  watch. I went bn around t h e  corner .  

Q. I f  I remember your testimony, you a l s o  s t a t e d  t h a t  
o t h e r  people were assembled and then re l eased?  

A. yes ,  s ir .  

Q - .  And s e n t  on t h e i r  way out  t o  a g e n e r a l  southwester ly 
d i r e c t i o n .  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q- Do you r e c a l l  anything e l s e  t h a t  occurred t h e r e  
t h a t  might be of a s s i s t a n c e  t o  us? 

A .  Well, t h a t  these  people were k i l l e d  before  t h e  or-
der  came t o  cease f i r e .  And once we had t h a t  o r d e r ,  t h a t ' s  
when we rounded t h e  people up and moved them ou t .  

Q The circumstances which you d e s c r i b e  seem t o  m e  
t o  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  Lieutenant  BROOKS and t h e  o t h e r s  were a c t i n g  
i n  compliance with orders  i n  k i l l i n g  these  c i v i l i a n s ,  both 
t h e r e  and previous ly  i n  Iviy L a i  ( 4 )  . 
A. NO, sir .  A s  f a r  a s  I ' m  concerned, I never heard 
any orders  t o  t h a t  e f f e c t .  I n  my personal  opinion,  I be l i eve  
it was something t h a t  was spontaneous. I t  f i r s t  s t a r t e d  when 
we h i t  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  and it c a r r i e d  on. And by t h e  time we 
h i t  t h i s  o t h e r  l i t t l e  v i l l a g e ,  j u s t  about everybody was s i c k  
and t i r e d  of it themselves. When t h e  o r d e r  came t o  cease 
f i r e ,  everyth ing  stopped. Nobody attempted anything e l s e  
o r  anything l i k e  t h i s .  

Q- A l l  r i g h t ,  thank you, M r .  GARZA. 

A. Thank you. 

Q .. This hear ing  w i l l  be recessed .  

(The hear ing  recessed  a t  1801 hours ,  6 
January 1970. ) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: GONZALEZ, Leonard R. SP4 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 21  January 1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: Grenad ie r ,  2d Squad, 
2d P l a toon ,  C / 1 / 2 0 .  

1. PRIOR TRAINING I N  THE RULES OF LAND WARFARE. 

GONZALEZ had r e c e i v e d  i n s t r u c t i o n  t h a t  t h e  k i l l i n g  
o f  c i v i l i a n s  " f o r  t h e  fun  o f  i t "  w a s  immoral (pg.  1 0 ) .  
However, h e  thought  t h a t  a company commander's o r d e r  had t o  
be cbeyed nc m a t t e r  what it ves (pg.  1 0 )  . 
2 .  PREOPERATIONAL PLANS AND BRIEFINGS. 

P r i o r  t o  t h e  b r i e f i n g  t h e r e  w a s  a memorial s e r v i c e  f o r  
t h o s e  from the company who had been k i l l e d  (pg. 4 ) .  A t  
h i s  b r i e f i n g  on t h e  n i g h t  o f  15 March MEDINA t o l d  t h e  company 
t h a t  t h e  v i l l a g e  w a s  s u p p o r t i n g  t h e  VC and t h a t  he wanted 
them t o  k i l l  any th ing  and e v e r y t h i n g  they  saw (pgs .  4 ,  5 ,  
3 3 ) .  H e  s a i d  a l l  t h e  v i l l a g e r s  were s u p p o r t i n g  t h e  VC and 
t h e  p l a c e  had t o  be  c l e a r e d  o u t  (pg.  7 ) .  MEDINA termed t h e  
o p e r a t i o n  an o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  g e t  revenge (pgs .  5 ,  8 ) .  The men 
h a t e d  t h e  VC and were anxious  t o  f i g h t  them (pg.  8). \ 

Des t ruc t ion  o f  t h e  l i v e s t o c k  w a s  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  " k i l l  every- 
t h i n g "  o r d e r  (pg.  7 ) .  GONZALEZ d i d  n o t  l e a r n  about  t h e  o r d e r  
t o  burn t h e  v i l l a g e  u n t i l  t h e  a s s a u l t  (pg.  7 ) .  Because 
GONZALEZ w a s  confused about  M E D I N A ' s  o r d e r  t o  k i l l  "anything 
and e v e r y t h i n g " ,  he asked h i s  squad l e a d e r  and Sergeant  
BUCHANON what it meant (pgs .  5 ,  6 )  . They t o l d  him t h a t  it 
meant t o  shoo t  any th ing  he  s a w  moving (pg.  5 )  . H e  t h u s  under-
s t o o d  t h e  purpose o f  t h e  miss ion  t o  b e  t h e  t o t a l  d e s t r u c t i o n  
o f  t h e  v i l l a g e  and t h e  consequent d e p r i v a t i o n  o f  i t s  r e sou rces  
t o  t h e  VC (pg. 3 3 ) .  Although t h e  men d i d  n o t  d i s c u s s  t h e  
miss ion among themselves ,  he b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t hey  had t h e  
same unde r s t and ing  o f  t h e  o r d e r  k d i d  (pgs.  7 ,  8 ) .  Other-
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wise  t hey  would n o t  have behaved as they  d i d  on t h e  fo l lowing  
morning (pg. 8 ) .  H e  thought  t h e s e  o r d e r s  came from h i g h e r  
headqua r t e r s  (pg.  7 )  . The men were happy about  t h e  chance 
t o  see t h e i r  enemy o u t  i n  t h e  open, but were s c a r e d  (pg.  9 ) .  

3.  ASSAULT ON MY LAI. 

a .  Act ions  i n  MY L a i  ( 4 )  . 
A s  h i s  group g o t  o u t  o f  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  t hey  came on 

l i n e  and began moving toward t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg. 1 2 ) .  H i s  squad 
w a s  on o r  n e a r  t h e  end (pg. 1 2 ) .  There w a s  no f i r i n g  a t  
t h i s  t ime ,  a l l  was q u i e t  (pg. 1 2 )  . They d i d  n o t  encounte r  
any VC t h a t  day (pg. 32) . An o l d  man wi thou t  a weapon w a s  
s h o t  by t h e  s o l d i e r s  (pg.  1 3 ) .  They came upon a hootch wi th  
between 10 and 15 women and g i r l s  i n  it (pgs .  1 3 ,  1 4 ) .  These 
people  were moved o u t s i d e  and t h e  back o f  t h e  hootch was 
checked t o  make s u r e  t h e r e  were no American s o l d i e r s  behind 
it (pg.  13) . A s h o t  w a s  f i r e d  which s t r u c k  a baby i n  t h e  
head (pg.  1 3 ) .  Then t h e  o t h e r s  opened up on t h e s e  people  
(pg.  1 3 ) .  There were no men i n  t h e  group (pg. 1 4 ) .  On 
moving o u t  a g a i n  t hey  began burn ing  t h e  v i l l a g e  by o r d e r  o f  
t h e  squad l e a d e r  (pg.  1 4 )  . A s  GONZALEZ moved he  f i r e d  h i s  
M-79 a t  a man i n  t h e  r i c e  paddy who he thought  had a weapon. 
(pgs .  1 4 ,  1 5 ) .  H e  came a c r o s s  a wounded young g i r l  whom he 
t r e a t e d  and l e f t  (pg.  1 5 ) .  H e  heard  a s h o t  behind him and 
d i scovered  t h a t  she  had been k i l l e d  (pg. 1 5 ) .  They went a l l  
t h e  way through t h e  v i l l a g e  b e f o r e  moving t o  ano the r  hamlet  
(pg. 1 5 ) .  However, he d i d  n o t  g e t  t o  t h e  1st p l a t o o n ' s  
sector i n  t h e  s o u t h e r n  p a r t  of My Lai  and d i d  n o t  s e e  a 
d i t c h  w i t h  bod ie s  i n  it (pg.  3 8 ) .  ~ u r i n gh i s  t i m e  i n  t h e  
v i l l a g e  he  d i d  n o t  s e e  o r  h e a r  of anyone who appeared t o  
have been k i l l e d  by a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  (pg. 3 8 ) .  

b .  ~ c t i o n s  i n  Binh Tay. 

(1) Movement i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

A f t e r  going through My Lai  t hey  moved t o  Binh 
Tay (pg.  1 5 ) .  On t h e i r  way they  picked up two weapons 
(pg.  1 8 ) .  A s  t hey  came i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  a 1 6  y e a r  o l d  g i r l  

w a s  observed running around wi thou t  any p a n t s  on (pg.  19)  . 
The s o l d i e r s  raped  h e r  (pg.  1 9 ) .  GONZALEe d i d  n o t  know i f  
HODGES was involved  i n  t h i s ,  b u t  some of  h i s  squad members 
were (pg. 1 9 ) .  There w a s  more d i s o r d e r  i n  Binh Tay than  t h e r e  
had been i n  My Lai  (pg. 32)  . 
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(2)  ROSCHEVITZ k i l l s  a group w i t h  h i s  M-79. 

He saw a group o f  naked bod ie s  which appeared 
t o  have been s h o t  by a shotgun round from an M-79 (pg.  2 0 ) .  
H e  w a s  t o l d  t h a t  ROSCHEVITZ had s h o t  t h e  Vietnamese w i t h  
h i s  M-79 (pg.  20) . ROSCHEVITZ d i d  n o t  d i s p u t e  t h i s  and was 
t h e  on ly  person  t h e r e  o t h e r  t han  GONZALEX who had an M-79 
(pg.  2 0 ) .  T h e ~ ewere about  1 0  persons  i n  t h e  group 
ROSCHEVITZ k i l l e d  (pg.  2 4 ) .  A l l  were women and g i r l s  
(pg.  25) . T h e i r  bodies  w e r e  naked and were p i l e d  up (pg.24) . 
GONZALEZ hea rd  t h a t  ROSCHEVITZ had f o r c e d  t h e s e  women t o  
undress  and had k i l l e d  them when t h e y  r e f u s e d  t o  have i n t e r -
course  w i t h  him (pg.  2 0 )  . This  w a s  t h e  on ly  k i l l i n g  he saw 
i n  Binh Tay (pg.  2 1 ) .  The men were do ing  more r a p i n g  t h a n  
k i l l i n g  (pg. 2 1 ) .  

( 3 )  Order t o  s t o p  f i r i n g .  

The w i t n e s s  r e c a l l e d  g e t t i n g  word t o  s t o p  
t h e  f i r i n g  n e a r  t h e  t ime t h e y  w e r e  l e a v i n g  Binh Tay (pgs .  22, 
2 5 ) .  This  o r d e r  came from MEDINA (pg. 11). There w a s  no 
more k i l l i n g  a f t e r  t h i s  (pg.  2 5 ) .  GONZALEZ d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  
g a t h e r i n g  up a group o f  c i v i l i a n s  as they  moved o u t  o f  t h e  
~ 7 4v A r r ~ y L1 1 -,-rn ( ~ 9 .2 2 ) .  

c. Act ions  a f t e r  leavinci Binh Tav. 

Although it i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h e y  had lunch i n  My 
L a i ,  GONZALEZ thought  t hey  went through a n o t h e r  subhamlet ,  
which they  burned a f t e r  f i n d i n g  it d e s e r t e d ,  and had lunch 
a t  a base  camp (pgs .  22-24). H e  s a w  ARVN s o l d i e r s  a t  t h e  
l a a g e r  s i t e  t h a t  n i g h t ,  b u t  knew no th ing  about  a VC suspec t  
be ing  s h o t  (pgs .  26,  2 7 ) .  On t h e  1 7 t h  they  moved sou th  t o -
ward t h e  r i v e r  bu rn inq  v i l l a q e s ,  and on t h e  1 8 t h  he  was 
wounded by a boobyt rap ,  mede;acld, and h o s p i t a l i z e d  (pgs 27 , 
28, 3 3 ) .  

4 .  INQUIRIES AFTER THE ASSAULT. 

He d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  s e e i n g  any v i s i t i n g  o f f i c e r s  wh i l e  t h e  
company w a s  on t h e  o p e r a t i o n  (pg.  2 6 ) .  H i s  wounds h o s p i t a l i z e d  
him f o r  t h r e e  months and h e  w a s  r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  s t a t e s  
{pg. 2 8 ) .  H e  never  spoke t o  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f f i c e r  and 
he  d i d  n o t  know i f  anyone else from t h e  company d i d  (pg.29) . 
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5. OTHER INFORMATION. 

a .  Raping. 

The men o f  C Company committed numerous r apes  on 
t h e i r  o p e r a t i o n s  (pg.  1 6 ) .  The w i t n e s s  r e c a l l e d  a p a r t i c u l a r  
i n s t a n c e  where 1 3  s o l d i e r s  had i n t e r c o u r s e  w i t h  a Vietnamese 
woman (pg. 1 6 ) .  HUTTO, HUTSON, MOWER, and ROSCHEVITZ were 
f r equen t  p a r t i c i p a n t s  i n  such a c t s  (pgs .  1 7 ,  1 8 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  
t h i n k  MEDINA knew o f  t h i s  p r a c t i c e ,  b u t  w a s  n o t  s u r e  i f  
BUCHANOII o r  BROOKS knew (pg.  1 7 ) .  

b. Use o f  mar i juana .  

Some people  used mar i juana ,  b u t  k d i d  n o t  observe  
anyone who appeared t o  be  under i t s  i n f l u e n c e  on t h e  morning 
o f  t h e  16 th  (pgs .  29-31, 39 ) .  

c. Purpose o f  t h e  k i l l i n g .  
r> 


-rl 

The "massacre" was t h e  r e s u l t  of  revenge (pg.  32) . €3 
The men of  the company i e l t  t h e  v i l l a g e r s  t o  be  VC s u p p o r t e r s  P-. 

(pg. 3 2 ) .  The men i n  h i s  p l a t o o n  were under c o n t r o l  (pg .32 ) .  
CD 


d.  Body coun t s .  CV 

There w e r e  a number o f  occas ions  where C Company 
had a h igh  body coun t ,  b u t  recovered few weapons (pg. 37) . 
H e  s a w  approximately  8 4  dead a t  My Lai  and none appeared t o  
be  VC (pg. 3 7 ) .  Thus, he f e l t  t h a t  C Company's body count  
o f  8 4  was made up of  c i v i l i a n s  (pg. 3 7 ) .  

e. L e t t e r s .  

He wro te  le t ters  t o  h i s  family  e x p l a i n i n g  what he  
saw and s a i d  he  would t r y  t o  f i n d  them f o r  t h e  
committee (pg. 3 4 ) .  
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(The hear ing  reconvened a t  1 4 0 2  hours ,  21 Jan- 

uary 1970.) 


MR WEST: The hear ing  w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  

RCDR : The fol lowing persons a r e  p r e s e n t :  MR WEST, COL 
FRANKLIN and MAJ LYNN. 

The nex t  witness  is  S p e c i a l i s t  Four Leonard R.  

GON ZALEZ . 


(SP4 GONZALEZ was c a l l e d  as  a w i t n e s s ,  was sworn, 

and t e s t i f i e d  a s  follows : )  


W i l l  you s t a t e  your f u l l  name, Soc ia l  Secur i ty  
number, branch of s e r v i c e ,  o rgan iza t ion  and s t a t i o n ?  

A.  S p e c i a l i s t  Leonard R. GONZALEZ, I L 
Troop, 1/3 Armored Calvary,  For t  Lewis, Washington. 

RCDR : Are you i n  t h e  United S t a t e s  Army?  

A .  United S t a t e s  Army. Z 

MR WEST: S p e c i a l i s t  GONZALEZ, before  we s t a r t  i n  with any 
ques t ions  I want t o  t e l l  you something about t h e  na tu re  and 
purpose of t h i s  inqu i ry .  This i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was d i r e c t e d  by 
t h e  Secre tary  of t h e  Army and t h e  Chief of  S t a f f ,  United 
S t a t e s  Army, f o r  t h e  purpose of determining f a c t s  and making 
f indings  and recommendations concerning: 

(1) t h e  adequacy of p r i o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  i n t o  
what i s  now commonly r e f e r r e d  t o  as  t h e  My Lai i n c i d e n t  of 
1 6  March 1968, and 

( 2 )  p o s s i b l e  suppress ion  o r  withholding of in-
formation by any person o r  persons who had a duty t o  r e p o r t  
o r  f u r n i s h  information concerning t h i s  i n c i d e n t .  I n  o t h e r  
words, whether t h e r e  was a coverup. 

We a r e  no t  a t tempt ing  t o  i n q u i r e  i n t o  a l l  f a c t s  
and circumstances as  t o  what happened a t  My Lai .  For example 
we a r e  n o t  d i r e c t l y  concerned w i t h  whether any person committed 
any o f fenses  t h e r e ,  t h a t  day. 

W e  have had made a v a i l & l e  t o  us and I have reviewed 
p r i o r  s ta tements  obta ined  i n  o t h e r  o f f i c i a l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  i n t o  
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the My Lai i n c i d e n t .  Have you made any s ta tements  about t he  
i n c i d e n t  p r i o r  t o  t h i s ?  

A. N O ,  s i r .  

Q Your testimony w i l l  be taken under o a t h ,  A t a p e  
recording i s  being made and t h e  r e p o r t e r  i s  a l s o  t ak ing  verbatim 
no tes .  

Now, t h e  genera l  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of our  r e p o r t  w i l l  
b e  c o n f i d e n t i a l ,  bu t  i t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h e  testimony o r  p a r t s  
of it may l a t e r  become a  ma t t e r  of p u b l i c  knowledge. 

You a r e  d i r e c t e d  n o t  t o  d i scuss  your testimony 
b e f o r e  us today wi th  o t h e r  persons ,  inc luding  o t h e r  wi tnesses ,  
o r  people who may be wi tnesses  h e r e ,  except  a s  you may be 
requ i red  t o  do s o  b e f o r e  a competent j u d i c i a l ,  l e g i s l a t i v e ,  o r  
admin i s t r a t ive  body. For example, t h e r e  i s  a subcommittee 
of  t h e  House Armed Services  Committee, which i s  i n q u i r i n g  i n t o  
t h e  My Lai  i n c i d e n t ,  and they  a r e  c a l l i n g  wi tnesses ,  and i f  
you should be c a l l e d  over  before  t h a t  body, my d i r e c t i o n  
t h a t  you do n o t  d i scuss  your tes t imony,  of  course ,  h a s  no 
a p p l i c a t i o n  t o  t h a t  subcommittee. Do you have any ques t ions  UJ 
on t h i s  s o  f a r ?  a 

3". 

A .  The l a s t  p a r t .  You say  t h a t  i f  they  c a l l  me t o  
t e s t i f y  f o r  them, I d o n ' t  have t o  do it. Is t h i s  what you ' r e  cf 
saying? N 

Q No, I wanted t o  be s u r e  that you understood,  t h a t  
when we t e l l  you n o t  t o  d i scuss  your testimony w i t h  o t h e r s ,  
t h i s  doesn' t apply t o  any subcommittee of Congress. 

A. Oh, I s e e .  

Q We c o u l d n ' t  d i r e c t  you n o t  t o  d i scuss  something 
before  t h e  Congress. The purpose i s  t o  avoid p u b l i c i t y ,  a s  t o  
t h e  events  o f  t h a t  morning a t  My Lai  ( 4 ) .  A s  you know, t h e r e  
a r e  c e r t a i n  people who have been charged wi th  v i o l a t i o n s  of 
t h e  uniform code and may be cour t -mar t ia l led .  It i s  important  
t h a t  t h e  p u b l i c i t y  be k e p t  a t  a minimum, i n  o r d e r  t o  p r o t e c t  
t h e i r  r i g h t s ,  and have a f a i r  t r i a l .  That i s  t h e  reason f o r  
n c t  d i scuss ing  your tes t imony,  because some of t h i s  is  going--
a good b i t  of your tes t imony,  presumably w i l l  concern what 
happened a t  My Lai ( 4 )  , on t h e  morning of 16 March 1968: 

A. Yes, s i r .  
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Q. S p e c i a l i s t  GONAZALEZ,  would you t e l l  us your  g rade
and your  assignment on 1 6  March 1968? 

A. My grade?  My rank  a t  t h a t  t ime? 

Q- Y e s ,  and what your  job was. 

A.  I was PFC and my job was g r e n a d i e r .  Grenadier  t h e  
main p a r t .  

Q. You c a r r i e d  an M-79? 

A. An M-79. 

Q. What squad? 

A .  2d squad. 

Q And your squad l e a d e r ' s  name? Remember? 

A. N O ,  s i r .  

Q How about SCHIEL? 

A.  I t  sounds f a m i l i a r .  

Q. What p la toon  were you i n ?  

A. I c a n ' t  s ay .  It might  have been 2d. I d o n ' t  know. 

Q- Who was your  p l a toon  l e a d e r ?  

A. I c a n ' t  remember, sir. 

Q. You were i n  C/1/20 w e r e n ' t  you? 

A. Right .  

Q- Do you remember, a t  t h i s  t ime ,  t h a t  C h a r l i e  Com-
pany was a t t a c h e d  t o  Task Force  Barker?  

A. Righ t ,  s ir .  

Q. Do you know t h e  company commanders name? 

A. Capta in  MEDINA. 

3 
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Q. Do you know t h e  name of t h e  Task Force commander? 

A. No, s ir .  

Q - DO you remember t h e  combat a s s a u l t  a g a i n s t  My Lai  
( 4 1 ,  on 1 6  March? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  I do. 

Q When d i d  you f i r s t  h e a r  about t h e  planned a s s a u l t  
upon My Lai ( 4 ) ?  

A.  I heard it th .a t  n i g h t  the  15th .  That n i g h t  we 
were planning on t ak ing  a  v i l l a g e  t h a t  was supposed t o  be 
he lp ing  t h e  Vie t  Cong--supporting them. Actual ly  say ing  
what happened, we d i d n ' t  f i n d  out u n t i l  t h e  fol lowing morn-
i n g ,  r i g h t  be fo re  we went. 

Q Was t h i s  a t  a b r i e f i n g  given t o  t h e  company, by 
Captain MEDINA? 

A. Right ,  s i r ,  

8- Do you remember a memorial s e r v i c e  being h e l d  
f o r  t h e  company sometime b e f o r e  t h i s  b r i e f i n g ?  

A. Right ,  s i r ,  t h e r e  was. 

Q. Do you know t h e  occasion f o r  i t ?  

A. That was f o r  t h e  men that--for  t h i s  mission w e  
were going t o  have. It was supposed t o  be a p r e t t y  b i g  one 
t h e r e  bes ides  t h e  men t h a t  we l o s t .  

Q - How were t h e  men l o s t ?  Do you remember t h a t ?  

A. Mostly by mines, booby t r a p s .  
8 

Q* By a minef ie ld?  

A .  A minef i e ld  r i g h t .  

Q Do you remember t h e  mine f i e l d  i n c i d e n t ?  Were you
wi th  t h e  company then? 

A .  Right ,  s i r .  We c o u l d n ' t  g e t  o u t ,  sir. 
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Q W e  have been t o l d  t h a t  q u i t e  a few men had been 
l o s t ,  wounded, and some k i l l e d .  

A. Right ,  s i r ,  

Q o  Do you remember when t h i s  memorial s e r v i c e  was, i n  
r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  b r i e f i n g  by Captain MEDINA? We understand i t  
was some t ime before ,  b u t  we a r e  n o t  s u r e  j u s t  when? 

A.  I t h i n k  it was--1 c a n ' t  s a y ,  but  I t h i n k  it was 
e a r l i e r  i n  t h e  morning, r i g h t  before .  

Q The same day? 

A. The same day. Right ,  e a r l y  i n  t h e  morning. 

Q Going now t o  Captain M E D I N A 1 s  b r i e f i n g ,  can you t e l l  
us j u s t  what e x a c t l y  h e  t o l d  t h e  company as b e s t  as  yyou can 
remember? 

A. Well, he s a i d  t h a t  we had--we d i d  l o s e  a l o t  of  men 
and we d i d  l o s e  a l o t  of good men, and we have t o  h e l p  ourselve: 
o u t ,  because everybody was i n  a dungeon. We were a b l e  t o  do 
something about it. He s a i d  something about when we go--when 
we a t t a c k  t h e  v i l l a g e .  F i r s t  he said--he s a i d ,  t h i s  v i l l a g e  
t h a t  we ' r e  a t t a c k i n g  i s  suppor t ing  t h e  VC and t o  t ake  revenge. 
We want t o  k i l l  every th ing ,  and anything we s e e .  The r e s t  I 
c a n ' t  say.  I can '  t remember, bu t  t h a t  one p a r t  r i g h t  t h e r e .  
I was confused. I d idn '  t understand what he meant by t h a t .  
I c o u l d n ' t  see--I  know it was wrong by say ing  t h a t ,  b u t  a t  
t h a t  t ime,  everybody f e l t  i n  t h a t  p o s i t i o n .  W e  had t o  do 
something, because anytime w e  went o u t  t h e r e  we  d i d n ' t  
have no chance. We j u s t ,  l i k e  I s a i d ,  j u s t  t h a t  l a s t  s t a t e -
ment t h a t  he s a i d .  That l a s t  one. I was confused and I 
had t o  ask my pla toon daddy, and down t h e  l i n e  t o  m y  squad 
l e a d e r .  I d i d n ' t  understand t h e  s ta tement .  

Q. I s e e .  What d i d  they say  when you asked them, 
what Captain MF,DINA meant? 

A. Well, they  said--they turned  around and asked m e  
"What do you t h i n k  by ' K i l l  anything and every th ing1  meant?" 
and '  I s a i d ,  "Well, I guess it means everyth ing .  Whatever 
you s e e  you shoot  i t .  Don't l eave  nothing s t and ing ,  o r  any 
p a r t  of i t . "  That ' s  what I g o t  o u t  of it. ~ n y t h i n gyou s e e  
moving you shoo t  it. 
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Q - What d i d  they  say  t o  t h a t ?  

A. They s a i d ,  "Well, t h a t ' s  j u s t  what he  meant." 

Q Who a l l  d i d  you t a l k  t o .  Did you t a l k  t o  your 
squad l e a d e r ?  

A.  Y e s ,  I t a l k e d  t o  my squad l e a d e r  and then  I 
t a l k e d  t o  Sergeant  BUCHANON, because him and m e ,  w e  always 
k i d  around t o  each o t h e r .  

Q You g o t  a long p r e t t y  we l l ?  

A .  Sometimes. When we d i d ,  he was able t o  t a l k  f r e e l y  
t o  m e .  

Q DO you remember what h i s  words were? How he ad-
v i s e d  you? 

A. That  I c a n ' t  remember. I c a n ' t  say .  

Q- I t  d o e s n ' t  have t o  be exac t ly .  What d i d  you under-
s t a n d  from him? 

A. F r o m  him he j u s t  s a i d ,  you know, a f t e r  I understood 
what w e  were supposed t o  do, I asked i f  t h i s - - i f  t h a t  is what 
they  want and he s a i d ,  "Yes, t h a t ' s  a l l , "  and w e  j u s t  l e f t  i t  
a s  t h a t .  

Q- Going back t o  Captain MEDINA now, d i d  he say  how 
long t h e  ope ra t ion  was t o  l a s t ?  

A .  He d i d  b u t  I r e a l l y  c a n ' t  say .  H e  s a i d  w e  would 
be going through a  couple  of v i l l a g e s  and s h o u l d n ' t  be--we 
j u s t  sweep r i g h t  ac ross  and s h o u l d n ' t  t a k e  very long.  

Q - Did he  say  anyth ing  about h ighe r  headquar te rs?  

A. No, s i r .  The only t h i n g  t h a t  he s a i d  about  h i g h e r  
headquar te rs  was t h a t  w e  were ass igned  t o ,  t o  a t t a c k  t h i s  
v i l l a g e .  The only t h i n g  t h a t  he  s a i d  about h i g h e r  headquar te rs  
was t h a t  w e  were going t o  a t t a c k  t h i s  v i l l a g e ,  b u t  two com-
panies  was going t o  h e l p  us ou t .  

Q. So you understood t h a t  t h e  o r d e r s  had come from 
h ighe r  headquar t e r s .  Is t h a t  t h e  idea?  
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A. It had t o  come from some p lace .  It j u s t  can'  t come 
o u t  of t h e  b l u e  sky,  l i k e  t h a t .  

Q I f  I remember you s a i d  t h e  company was assigned
the mission. 

A. Right ,  sir. 

Q Was anything s a i d  about the  enemy s t r e n g t h  i n  M y  
Lai ( 4 )  t h a t  you r e c a l l ?  

A .  He d i d n ' t  say  t o o  much about t h e  enemy s t r e n g t h ,  
because a l l  he s a i d  is the  v i l l a g e r s  t h e r e  a r e  suppor t ing  t h e  
VC and we have t o  c l ean  them out .  T h a t ' s  a l l  he s a i d .  

Q. W a s  anything s a i d ,  s p e c i f i c a l l y  about maybe
k i l l i n g  a l l  t h e  l i v e s t o c k  burning houses? 

A.  W e l l ,  t h e  l i v e s t o c k  t h a t  i s  inc luded i n  t h e  phrase 
I understood. , For t h e  burning,  we d i d n ' t  h e a r  t h a t  u n t i l  
we s t a r t e d  our  a t t a c k .  

Q. A f t e r  Captain MEDINA f i n i s h e d  t a l k i n g  d i d  you g e t  
any b r i e f i n g  from your p la toon l e a d e r ,  o r  t h e  p la toon s e r g e a n t ,  
o r  squad l e a d e r ?  Did they  g i v e  you any a d d i t i o n a l  i n s t r u c t i o n s  
o r  o rde r s  ? 

A, J u s t  l i k e  they said--well ,  they  t o l d  us where w e  
w e r e  going t o  l a n d ,  where t o  set  up, when you g e t  o f f  t h e  chop-
pers--I  mean t h e  h e l i c o p t e r s .  

Q. But they d i d n ' t  g ive  you f u r t h e r  i n s t r u c t i o n s  
about what t o  do i n  the  v i l l a g e ?  

A. No, s i r ,  t h i s  i s  j u s t  sense  because t h e  phrase 
t h a t  they  t o l d  us covered everything--to me, covered every-
th ing .  

Q Did you s t a y  wi th  members of your squad t h a t  
evening? 

A. Right . 
Q. Did you t a l k  i t  over  about the  mission the  next  
day? Discuss i t  some? 

A. I d i d n ' t  d i scuss  none of  it. The only t h i n g  we 
discussed--the mission i t s e l f  w e  never discussed-- i  t j u s t  
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t h a t  the f l a k  j a c k e t s  t h a t  we had was no good f o r  us .  a 

I mean n o t  f o r  a ground pounder. 

Q. The f l a k  j acke t s?  

A.  Yes, t h e  f l a k  j a c k e t s  because you walk s o  
much. They h e l p  you from fragments.  

Q. Too heavy, were they? 

A.  Too heavy. 

Q .  Do you know whether t h e  o t h e r  members of the 
squad f e l t  l i k e  you d i d  about the next  day? 

A. The fo l lowing  day, yes .  

Q - I mean t h a t  n i g h t ?  Did they have t h e  same 
unders tanding of t h e  o rde r s  t h a t  you d i d ,  f o r  example? 

A. I t h i n k  they d id .  I ' m  p r e t t y  s u r e ,  because 
i f  they d i d n ' t  they wouldn ' t  have d i d  what they d id .  

COL FRANKLIN: You mentioned t h a t  you had gone o u t  be-
f o r e  and you h a d n ' t  had a chance--Captain MEDINA 
t a l k e d  about revenge? 

A. Right ,  s i r .  

Q Did your squad--did your p la toon  r e a l l y
h a t e  t h e  VC a t  t h i s  time? 

A.  Everybody d i d ,  sir. 

Q. Why? 

A. Because, everytime w e  went on a mission,  
somebody g o t  h i t  e s p e c i a l l y  on a booby t r a p  o r  a mine. 
You c a n ' t  f i g h t  booby t r a p s .  You want t o  s e e  them t o  f i g h t  
them and t o  r e a l l y  f e e l  t h a t  you a r e  doing something o u t  
t h e r e  you'd r a t h e r ,  you know, see them. You have g o t  t o  
s e e  them, t o  say t h a t  you a r e  r e a l l y  doing something. 
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This  k ind  of w a r  up. h e r e  i n  Vietnam is a war t h a t  I have 
never seen  i n  my whole l i f e .  I t  i s  t r i c k y .  Like they say--
w e l l ,  t o  me I c a n ' t  t e l l  a V i e t  Cong from a Vietnamese, 
o r  t h e  town people,  o r  t h e  VC's--or when I was t h e r e  they 
had some Red Koreans, I c a n ' t  t e l l  from them e i t h e r ,  you 
know. I don' t know--they say you a r e  supposed t o  look 
a t  them and t h e i r  he igh t .  I f  you g e t  them a t  one person a t  
a time they s t i l l  look smal l  t o  you, you know. 

.Q Did you have t h e  feeling--say you f e e l  
s o r t  of happy f o r  t h e  f i r s t  time t h a t  you were going 
t o  be a b l e  t o  s e e  these  people f o r  r e a l ,  and t h e  men i n  
your p la toon were s o r t  of happy t h a t  Captain MEDINA 
had s a i d  t h i s ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  we w e r e .  

Q- . You were happy? 

A. W e  were happy. 

Q- Why? 

A. Because we were a b l e  t o  s e e  what w e  were doing. 
Actua l ly  s e e  them and n o t  p laying  around i n  t h e  bushes 
ox something where we c a n ' t  s e e .  Something we could 
r e a l l y  go o u t  t h e r e  and say w e  d i d  something. 

Q - Were you s o r t  of a f r a i d  f o r  t h i s  day o r  
were you ready eager  t o  go. 

Q. No, I was a f r a i d .  Every mission t h a t  I 
went o u t  t h e r e  I f e l t  t h e  same way--scared. I t ' s  some-
t h i n g  t h a t  you have t o  do. You a r e  ordered t o  do it 
and t h i s .  We c a n ' t  s ay ,  "Well, l e t ' s  go ,"  you know, 
"This i s  our  chance f o r  tomorrow." Everybody even my-
s e l f ,  I was r e a l l y  sca red ,  and even a s  soon as  we g o t  
o f f  of the choppers I was s t i l l  scared .  

Q. D i d  you hea r  anybody say around D o t t i e  t h a t  
n igh t  t h a t  they  w e r e n ' t  going t o  k i l l  everybody? They 
thought t h a t  t h a t  was an i l l e g a l  o rde r .  
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A. I heard  people  say.  I c a n ' t  t e l l  who b u t  
I heard it s a i d ,  b u t  you h e a r  t h a t  l o t s  of t imes ,  u n t i l  
i t  a c t u a l l y  happens, and you f i n d  o u t  t h a t  t h e  ones t h a t  
d i d  say it a r e  t h e  ones who a r e  doing it. 

Q .  Have you e v e r  heard about i l l e g a l  o r  immoral 
o rde r s  i n  your t r a in ing - - in  your b a s i c  t r a i n i n g ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q .  What d i d  they t e l l  you? 

A. W e l l ,  they say i f - -wel l  immoral, by k i l l i n g  
c i v i l i a n  people  j u s t  f o r  t h e  fun of it, it would be l i k e  
h e r e  i n  t h e  s t a t e s i d e .  Tha t ' s - - to  me i s  immoral. I t ' s  
a l i f e  no m a t t e r  what it is. , 

Q. L e t  me p u t  it t h i s  way. Do you f e e l ,  and t h e  
men i n  your squad f e e l  t h a t  they had t o  obey Cap ta in  
MEDINA and those  o r d e r s ?  

A. I t h i n k  so .  Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. They thought  they had t o  obey them? 

A. Right ,  s ir .  

Q. What do you f e e l  r i g h t  now? Do you f e e l  
t h a t  i f  a company commander g ives  you an o r d e r  no ma t t e r  
what it i s  you have t o  obey i t ?  

A. Yes, s i r ,  i t ' s  a d i r e c t  o r d e r ,  sir.  

Q- Okay, GONZALEZ, thank you. 

MR WEST: Do you remember BERNHARDT? 

A. BERNHARDT, s i r ?  The name s u r e  sounds f a m i l i a r ,  
sir. 

Q .  I t h i n k  he was i n  another  squad. H e  was i n  
your p la toon .  W e  have had test imony i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  
BERNHARDT was one who d i d n ' t  ag ree  wi th  k i l l i n g  every- 
body. I thought perhaps he might have been one t h a t  spoke. 
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A. I c a n ' t '  r e a l l y  say .  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t .  

Q. W e l l  f i n e ,  l e t ' s  go t o  t h e  nex t  morning. 

A. I don' t know i f  you want t o  h e a r  t h i s .  

Q. We would l i k e  t o  h e a r  anything you have t o  say.  

A. A l l  r i g h t .  Okay, a f t e r  we g o t  t h e  word, by say-
i n g  k i l l  every th ing  and anything--af ter  we went through the 
t h r e e  v i l l a g e s  everybody d i d  g e t  s i c k .  I mean--then Captain 
MEDINA s a i d ,  we w i l l  s t o p  k i l l i n g .  I n  f a c t ,  I th ink  he even 
g o t  s i c k  h imse l f ,  b u t  t h a t  was a f t e r  we went through t h r e e  
v i l l a g e s .  

Q A f t e r  it was a l l  over? 

A. Right ,  and then t h e  fol lowing v i l l a g e  t h a t  we went 
t o  I guess they must have g o t  t h e  word because we c o u l d n ' t  
f i n d  nobody. 

Q. Okay, we '11 work up t o  t h a t  S p e c i a l i s t  GONZALEZ. 
Now, we have put  i n  f r o n t  of  you a blown up a e r i a l  photograph 
of My Lai  ( 4 ) ,  and the  v i c i n i t y  (Exhibi t  P -1 ) .  This is  t h e  
l i t t l e  hamlet of My Lai ( 4 )  i n  t h e  c e n t e r  of t h e  photograph. 
It i s  o r i e n t e d  t h a t  t h i s  i s  nor th  t h e  t o p  of t h e  photograph 
and t h a t ' s  e a s t  towards t h e  China Sea. You' 11 n o t i c e  over  he re  
( i n d i c a t i n g )  , on your l e f t  i s  a map with t h e  s c a l e  1:25,000. 
This map has  been en te red  i n t o  evidence a s  E x h i b i t  MAP-4.  I f  
y o u ' l l  n o t i c e  h e r e  on t h e  map, t h i s  i s  My Lai ( 4 ) .  You n o t i c e  
a s t ream l i n e  coming around h e r e  i s  t h e  same as  i n  t h e  photo-
graph. Also,  n o t i c e  on t h e  map, a t r a i l  l ead ing  d i r e c t l y  south  
through t h e  c e n t e r  of the  v i l l a g e  t h a t  goes ddown and jo ins  
Highway 521. Here you s e e  t h e  same t h i n g  on t h e  photograph. 
Now, t h e  landing  zone where you came i n  was west of My Lai ( 4 )  
ou t  h e r e ,  i n  the  r i c e  paddy. 

Do you r e c a l l  t h a t ?  
8 

A. For a minute I thought i t  was over  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  
It was--it has  t o  be h e r e  because t h e  v i l l a g e  was on t h e  s i d e  
r i g h t .  

I 

Q. Now, do you r e c a l l  t h e  p l a n  how the 2d Platoon was 
t o  move through My Lai  ( 4 ) ?  
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A. On a l i n e ,  s t r a i g h t  across .  

a And which s i d e  of t h e  v i l l a g e  were you on? On 
t h e  l e f t  o r  t h e  r i g h t ?  

A. W e  were on t h e  l e f t .  

Q Could you t e l l  us now, S p e c i a l i s t  GONZALEZ, j u s t
what happened a f t e r  you g o t  o u t  of  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  t h a t  
morning? J u s t  a s  you remember it. 

A. We jumped o u t  of t h e  h e l i c o p t e r s  and t h e n  we l i n e d  
up on a l i n e  going ac ross  through he re .  Like t h i s  ( i n d i c a t i n g  
on P-1) , I d o n ' t  know, b u t  t h e  squad t h a t  I was i n  we l i n e d  
up across  l i k e  h e r e  u n t i l  we g o t  t h e  word t o  move o u t .  

Q Were you on t h e  l e f t  o r  t h e  r i g h t  of t h e  platoon? 

A. I was on t h e  l e f t  of t h e  platoon.  I th ink  our  
squad was the l a s t - -

Q ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )  Was BUNNING near  you? B U N N I N G  t o l d  
us t h a t  he was the l a s t  man on t h e  l e f t .  He was p r a c t i c a l l y  
o u t  i n  t h e  r i c e  paddy. 

A .  H e  might have been. I c a n ' t  say .  He was more--
w e l l ,  my squad was c l o s e  t o  t h e  end,  I know. When we came 
up a t  t h e  f i r s t  p o i n t  going up t h i s  way we were o u t  i n  a 
f i e l d ,  a r i c e  paddy, and I had t o  come i n t o  one of  these--
f i r s t  s i d e .  One of t h e  l i t t l e  shacks ,  o r  homes--we c a l l  it. 

Q Hootches? 

A. Hootches , r i g h t .  When w e  came around l i k e  t h i s  
we had t o  come i n .  

Q. Come i n  o u t  of  t h e  r i c e  f i e l d  i n t o  t h e  hamlet.  

A. Right,  i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  i t s e l f .  

Q Okay, w e l l ,  would you t e l l  us what it was l i k e  
j u s t  before  you moved i n .  Were you g e t t i n g  any h o s t i l e  
f i r e  f o r  example? Anybody shoot ing  a t  you? 

A. Nobody was shoot ing .  To me it was awful q u i e t .  
I heard f i r i n g  on t h i s  s i d e ,  b u t  from where I was t h e r e  was 
nothing going on. The only  thing--okay we  s t a r t e d  moving. 
We saw a man. 
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Q id you g e t  some o r d e r s  t o  move i n ?  

A .  Y e s ,  we go t  some o r d e r s  t o  move o u t  s o  w e  s t a r t e d  
moving o u t .  We--well, r i g h t  be fo re  w e  moved o u t  t h e r e  was a 
man s t a n d i n g  r i g h t  h e r e  wi th  no weapon (no r thwes t  co rne r  o f  
t h e  v i l l a g e )  . I t ' s  l i k e  a l i t t l e  path--small  pa th .  This  man 
w a s  s t a n d i n g  r i g h t  t h e r e .  H e  d i d n ' t  have no weapon and some-
body s h o t  him and he  f e l l .  Then when t h e y  t o l d  us t o  move 
out--I  c a n ' t  say  aga in  bu t  somebody else s h o t  him a g a i n  t o  
make s u r e .  Then we  s t a r t  moving o u t  and t h e  squad i t s e l f  t h e  
whole l i n e  of C h a r l i e  Company, you hea rd  a l o t  o f  f i r i n g ,  hand-
grenades  going o f f  and a l l  t h i s .  What t hey  s t a r t e d  up h e r e  
I d o n ' t  know what happened. Like I say  I w a s  more o u t  i n  t h e  
f i e l d - - r i c e  paddy i t s e l f .  

Q. Were t h e  men on l i n e  o r  were t h e y  f i r i n g  a s  t hey
moved forward? 

A .  No, w e  d i d n ' t  h e a r  f i r i n g  u n t i l  w e  came i n  s o  
what happened is--okay,  we were i n  t h e  r i c e  paddy and t h e n  
we checked o u t  t h i s  l i t t l e ,  l i k e  a c o r n f i e l d  o r  something. 
Real h igh  t h i n g .  We checked t h a t  o u t .  I t h i n k  it had t o  b e  
t h e s e  hootch r i g h t  h e r e .  W e  came i n .  W e  t o l d  a l l  t h e  women 
and c h i l d r e n  t o  move o u t  of t h e i r  h u t .  They l i n e  them r i g h t  
i n  f r o n t  of them. I had t h e  M-79. I c a n ' t  a c t u a l l y  f i r e  
upon them because a t  t h a t  c l o s e  range a l l  you do  i s  make 
a h o l e  i n  them and you are r e a l l y  n o t  do ing  no th ing .  So, I 
s tood-- they came around t h a t  hootch and one o f  t h e  guys c a l l e d  
t o  f i n d  o u t  i f  t h e r e  was any G I ' s  on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of  t h e  
hootch--to move o u t  of t h e  way and nobody answered. I guess 
t h e r e  w e r e n ' t .  There was no answer. So, what t hey  d i d  i s ,  
I was s t a n d i n g  t h e r e  and I had t o  look t w i c e ,  you know, 
I r e a l l y  d i d n ' t  unders tand  what w a s  happening b u t  t h e  o r d e r s  
was--to say t o  k i l l  e v e r y t h i n g ,  any th ing ,  so t h a t  everybody 
f i g u r e s  t h a t  means t o  do it. So, t h e  f i r s t  s h o t  h i t  a baby 
i n  t h e  head and I t u r n e d  around and g o t  s i c k ,  because t h a t  
i s  t h e  f irst  t i m e  I ever--wel l ,  I k i l l e d  pe r sons  b e f o r e ,  b u t  
n o t  a c t u a l l y  s e e i n g  t h e  damage what it d i d ,  you know. 

Q. I t  w a s  i n  combat, I t a k e  it. 

A .  Righ t ,  it was i n  combat. You c a r i ' t r e a l l y  t e l l ,  
b u t  l i k e  t h i s  j u s t  s t a n d i n g  t h e r e .  The f i r s t  s h o t  was from 
a 1 6 ,  M-16  r i f l e .  H i t  t h e  baby i n  t h e  head.  From t h e n  on 
b e f o r e  t h e  people  r e a l i z e d  what happened they  opened up 
and I c a n ' t  say--somebody asked me i f  I f e e l  a l l  r i g h t .  I 
s a i d  " Y e s ,  I be a l l  r i g h t .  I m a n  r e a l l y ,  I d o n ' t ,  b u t  I ' l l  
be a l l  r i g h t .  " Okay from t h e n  on--

[GONZALEZ ) 13 APP T-198 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

Q. ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )  Do you remember ROSCHEVITZ , about 
t h a t  time? 

A. Yes, s i r ,  he was a g renad ie r  a t  t h a t  t ime too.  

Q. Do you remember what he was doing, what he s a i d ?  

A. I know what he was doing b u t  I c a n ' t  say what he 
s a i d .  

Q .What was he doing? 

A. He was raping  t h e  young g i r l s ,  be fo re  h e  k i l l e d  
them. 

Q. Go ahead. 

A .  So we s t a r t e d  moving ou t .  

Q About how many people were t h e r e ?  The Vietnamese 
t h a t  were s t and ing  t h e r e  who were sho t?  

A. From t h e  women and c h i l d r e n ,  I would say about 1 0 ,  
15. 

Q Were t h e r e  any men i n  t h i s  group? 

A. I n  t h a t  group, no. Then we s t a r t e d  going o u t  and 
by t h e  time ve s t a t  mcving o a t  again w e  g o t  t h e  word t o  s e t  
f i r e  t o  everyplace we go. 

Q. So t h a t  came a f t e r  t h i s  i n c i d e n t .  

A .  Right,  l i k e  I say  I d o n ' t  know what happened on 
t h i s  s i d e .  

8 .  Did t h e  o r d e r  come from Lieutenant  BROOKS do you
remember, o r  d i d  it come from your squad l e a d e r ?  

A. I got  i t  from my squad l eader .  

Q • I th ink  t h a t  was Sergeant HODGES, 

A. So we s t a r t e d  moving o u t .  Then I saw a man it 
looked l i k e  he had a weapon, I c o u l d n ' t  t e l l  it j u s t  looked 
l i k e  it. And t o  able--to a t  l e a s t  h i t  him, I f i g u r e ,  I might as 
we l l  shoot  my grenade and t o  me i t  looked l i k e  I h i t  him. I 
c a n ' t  say--
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Q. ( In terpos ing)  Was he ou t  i n  t h e  r i c e  paddy? 

A. Right ,  i n  the  r i c e  paddy. Okay, then  we--I j u s t  
s h o t  one round then  we k e p t  on going and then  I saw t h i s  
g i r l .  I would say about maybe 1 4 ,  o r  1 3 ,  o r  l i k e  t h a t .  She 
was close t o  the r i c e  paddy, b u t  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  r e a l l y  moaning, 
and I had t o  do something. Well t o  me I c a n ' t  s e e  i t .  So I ,  
you know, s h e  was moaning--

MR WEST: J u s t  wai t  a minute now, before  you say anything. 
You know you d o n ' t  have t o  s a y - - t e l l  us anything,  t h a t  would 
i n c r i m i n a t e  you. Do you understand t h a t ?  

A. Real ly ,  I understand t h a t .  Like you swear--

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  I ' m  not  s u r e  what you a r e  going t o  
s a y ,  you understand. Even i f  you have sworn t o  t e l l  t h e  t r u t h ,  
you d o n ' t  have t o  say anything,  t h a t  would i n c r i m i n a t e  you. 

A. Oh, y e s ,  I understand t h a t .  Well, this g i r l ,  she 
was s u f f e r i n g  from h e r  wound. Okay, I know t h a t - - I  g o t  my 
handkerchief ou t .  I p u t  water  on t h e  handkerchief and t r y  
t o  h e l p  h e r  a s  b e s t  I can. Then I g o t  h e r e ,  away from--
t r i e d  t o  move h e r  away from t h e  r i c e  paddy. I d i d  t h i s .  I 
t r i e d  t o  make h e r  comfortable b e s t  a s  I can. I c o u l d n ' t  
do too much, because she was r e a l l y  bleeding.  I j u s t  
looked and I say--I k ind  of  t e l l  h e r  I c a n ' t  do t o o  much 
s o  I j u s t  k e p t  on my way and when I turned  around--that 
r i c e  paddy, I heard  a s h o t .  I turned  around and somebody 
s h o t  her again.  Then we j u s t  k e p t  on going and a f t e r  we 
had t h i s  swept we came around and took t h i s  one ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  

Q. Do you remember how f a r  you went through My Lai 
( 4 )  , b e f o r e  you tu rned  and headed o u t  ac ross  t h e  r i c e  paddy 
t o  t h e  o t h e r  l i t t l e  hamlet? id you go a l l  t he  way through 
o r  p a r t  way through? 

A. We went about--we went a l l  t h e  way. W e  went a l l  
t h e  way be fo re  we decided t o  come back t h i s  way. 

Q. Okay, before  we leave  My La i  ( 4 )  , I asked you 
about ROSCHEVITZ, and you mentioned t h e  rape.  Now, could 
you t e l l  what you know about t h a t ?  

A. W e  went i n t o  t h i s  v i l l a g e  over  he re .  

Q I understand about t h a t .  hat p l a c e  i s  c a l l e d  Binh 
Tay. B u t  was t h e r e  any rape i n c i d e n t  back f u r t h e r ?  
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A. There was a l o t  of rap ing  b u t  I d i d n ' t  s e e  it. 
I know t h e r e  was rap ing ,  because anytime w e  e v e r  d i d  go 
i n t o  a v i l l a g e  t h e r e ' s  always raping.  

9 

Q - T e l l  me were t h e r e  i n c i d e n t s  of  rape dur ing  
t h e  advance through My Lai  ( 4 ) ?  

A. Well, through t h e  squad t h a t  I was i n  w e  do 
not  rape.  

Q. I was wondering whether t h i s  took p lace  a s  t h e  
p la toon was moving through My Lai  ( 4 ) ,  o r  af te rwards?  

A. More l i k e l y  if--more l i k e l y ,  l i k e  I s a y ,  w e  
wouldn ' t  do anything. We j u s t  went s t r a i g h t  through 
b u t  l i k e  I know through o t h e r  v i l l a g e s  t h a t  we went 
through--while we a r e  sweeping, i s  when they '  r e  doing it 
and then  whoever s t a y s  behind. There is always a couple 
of  guys s t a y i n g  behind t o  watch f o r  whoever i s  around 
and then  they run up and ca tch  up w i t h  t h e  r e s t  of  t h e  
ou t£it. 

COL FRANKLIN: You say t h a t  rap ing  was common when you 
went i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e s ?  

A. . Right,  s i r .  

Q Did you pe r sona l ly  wi tness  t h i s  o r  were you t o l d  
about i t ?  

A. I witness--well , I d i d n ' t  witness--

( In te rpos ing)  Other t imes? 

A. Other t imes ,  t h i s  i s  what happened. I know t h a t  
t h i s  i s  what happened, because they . t o l d  me and i n  one in-
s t a n c e  we g o t  t h e  word t h a t  1 3  guys g o t  one. One squad g o t  
one gir l - -one lady.  Then they  t o l d  me t o  go i n  t h e r e .  I 
s a i d  "No, I won't ."  They s a i d ,  " I t ' s  r i g h t  t h e r e ,  ready f o r  
you." I s a i d  "No, I won' t ."  So what I d i d  is I went 
i n s i d e  and she r e a l l y  looked bad. The only t h i n g  t h a t  I 
could do, l i k e  I say, I d o n ' t  l i k e  the scene ,  I d o n ' t  d ig  
it--I mean, I ' m  s o r r y ,  d ig  it--I j u s t  c a n ' t  s e e  it. So t h e  
only t h i n g  t h a t  I could do f o r  the  l ady ,  i s  l i k e ,  I g o t  t h e  
canteen. I wiped h e r .  She was awful p e r s p i r i n g .  I wiped 
h e r  forehead. I t r i e d  t o  h e l p  h e r  up. She g o t  sca red  o f  
me. I was p a r t  of them. I t r i e d  t o  t e l l  h e r  t h a t  I d o n ' t  
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have nothing t o  do wi th  it. I helped h e r  t o  h e r  f e e t .  I 
took h e r  t o  t h e  w e l l  g o t  some water  from t h e  we l l .  "Drink 
t h i s .  " 

Then another  squad heard about--another guy from 
another  squad heard about t h e  13 guys d i d  t h e i r  th ing  with 
t h i s  woman, were going t o  t r y  h e r  o u t  and I t o l d  them t o  
leave  h e r  a lone  and then a t  t h a t  time I j u s t  walked o f f .  
I s a i d ,  "Forget  i t . "  I d o n ' t  want t o  k i l l  my own men. I 
t r i e d  t o  t e l l  h e r ,  "Get ou t  of here ,  go." She was i n  a 
l i t t l e  w e l l  and she was going t o  run. I t o l d  h e r ,  "Go ahead," 
b u t  l i k e ,  a f t e r  13  guys g o t  to h e r  i t ' s  kind of hard t o  
walk. I th ink  it would be, b u t ,  I'd t r y .  Tha t ' s  t h e  only th ing  
t h a t  I could do. 

Q - Did t h a t  happen a l o t  or once i n  a whi le  o r  what 
i n  Char l i e  Company? 

A .  With c h a r l i e  Company t o  me they do t h a t  p r a c t i -  
cally--almost,  w e l l ,  they t r y  t o  do i t  i n  every v i l l a g e  they 
go through. 

Q. How about i f  Captain MEDINA found out  about i t ?  

A .. I d o n ' t  know. I th ink  t h e r e  would be a l o t  of 
t roub le .  

Q. You d o n ' t  t h ink  he knew about  i t ?  

A .  I d o n ' t  t h ink  so. 

MR WEST: How about Lieutenant  BROOKS, d i d  he know what was 
going on? 

A. I c a n ' t  say.  H e  might, he might no t .  I c a n ' t  
r e a l l y  say. 

Q- How about Sergeant  BUCHANON? 

A. The same th ing .  H e  might. He might not .  I c a n ' t  
s ay ,  because,  l i k e  you--take one squad say ,  i t ' s  a small  v i l l a g e  
one squad would go from the back, one goes t o  the f r o n t  and t h e  
o t h e r  one is  going through. Now, t h e  one t h a t  i s  going through 
t h e i r  having t h e i r  fun. The first s e r g e a n t  o r  t h e  l i e u t e n a n t  
whoever is around, he usual ly  s tays  wi th  one p a r t  of a machine 
gun group. I know one who was r e a l l y  doing a l o t  of--besides 
grenadier  ROSCHEVITZ. There was another  gunner who was doing 
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j u s t  as  bad as he  was. 

Q - Do you remember t h e  names of HUTTO, BUTSON, MOWER? 
Were you t a l k i n g  about one of those?  

That is t h e  group who was doing t h a t ,  sir. 

Q Okay, l e t ' s  move t o  t h e  p o i n t  now where you went 
o u t  i n t o  t h e  r i c e  paddy. Other people have t o l d  us  you initi-
a l l y  moved out  i n  t h e  r i c e  paddy t o  pick up a couple of  wea-
pons. 

A. I th ink  they  found two weapons some p l a c e  around 
t h i s  area.  I ' m  n o t  sure..  

MR WEST: Ind ica t ing  a p o i n t  ou t  i n  t h e  r i c e  paddy about 
500 meters nor th  of My Lai  ( 4 )  . 
A. I t ' s  about t h e r e ,  because when we came o u t  here 
t h a t ' s  when they found it. 

Q Okay, now R U N N I N G  t o l d  us t h a t  t h e  p la toon moved 
o u t  i n t o  t h e  r i c e  paddy and he was on p o i n t .  Lieutenant  
BROOKS was behind him. You probably were r i g h t  i n  t h e r e  p r e t t y  
c lose .  

A. Like I say my squad was a l l  over.  I &&'tr e a l l y  
say where. A l o t  of t imes the  squad d iv ides .  

Q You dzr rei-ilerbei- gzling out  and p ick ing  ap a few 
weapons ? 

A. I saw them pick up two weapons. 

Q. A l l  r i g h t .  W i l l  you t e l l  us what t h e  p la toon d i d  
next?  

A. Well after--on t h e  o t h e r  v i l l a g e .  I c a n ' t  say what 
happened over  h e r e ,  because they were s c a t t e r e d  a l l  over  t h e  
p lace .  My squad came across  here--or the  guys t h a t  I was with. 

Q And t h a t  l i t t l e  subhamlet i s  know a s  Binh Tay. 
T e l l  us what your p la toon d id  a t  B i n h  Tay? 

A. When we came around I came around t h i s  way c l o s e  
t o  around this s i d e .  
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Q. You swung around toward t h e  west  s i d e .  

A. Right.  *Therewas t h i s  young g i r l  t h a t  was run-
ning a l l  over  t h e  p lace .  And I t o l d  "mama-san" s i t t i n g  t h e r e ,  
I t o l d ,  "Mama-san, P lease  g ive  h e r  some pants ,  " you know. 
She f i n a l l y  understood a:~d she t o l d  me, "Thank you; f i n e ,  " 
I guess t h a t  would say ,  thank you. 

Q. You say t o  g ive  h e r  some p a n t s ,  I d o n ' t  under-
s tand.  

A. Pants .  Her pajamas. She was running around 
wi thout  any on. 

Q. How o l d  w a s  she? 

A. About maybe 16. So, t h a t  f i r s t  hootch r i g h t  h e r e  
some guys were doing t h e i r  t h i n g  with her - - th is  chick.  I mean 
t h i s  Vietnamese . 
Q. Was it t h i s  g i r l ,  t h a t  you t a l k e d  t o  t h e  "mama-san" 
about? 

A .  Right ,  I t r y  t o  t e l l  her--so we came back around 
sweeping o u t  t h e  area .  W e  go t  a l l  confused. We d i d n ' t  know 
where t h e  heck we were. W e  d i d n ' t  even know where t h e  r e s t  
of t h e  company was because we were a l l  around he re .  

Q Where was HODGES a t  t h i s  time? Was he wi th  t h e  
g i r l ?  

A.  H e  might have. I c a n t ' t  say.  Like when a g i r l  is  
being raped guys move i n  quickly  t o  g e t  some of t h e  a c t i o n  
b u t  I c a n ' t  s e e  it. I j u s t  d o n ' t  dig--I mean, I j u s t  d o n ' t  
l i k e  it t h a t  way. But anyway w e  came around--

Q - ( In te rpos ing)  Was your squad involved i n  t h i s  rape ,  
a t  h i s  time? Members of your squad t h i s  time? 

A .  I th ink  some of them, r i g h t .  

Q. You d o n ' t  remember who they were? 

A.  No, I c a n ' t  say.  B u t ,  we came around--and when we 
were coming back o u t  from t h e  burning,  and shoot ing ,  and every-
thing.  We were coming out  t h i s  same g i r l  t h a t  I t o l d  "mama-
san" t o  p u t  t h e  pants  on h e r  pants  was o f f  ,again. Somebody 
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had d id  t h e i r  t h i n g  again and s h e  was walking with one of 
t h e  G I ' s  o f f  with u s ,  because I th ink  she f igured  as  loog a s  she 
s t a y s  c lose  t o  them they  won't  k i l l  he r .  Now, when we w e r e  
walking o u t  h e r e  I would say  i n  h e r e  someplace. A l i t t l e  
hootch t h e r e  because i t  was r i g h t  be fo re  we came ou t .  

MR WEST: I n d i c a t i n g  a s p o t  i n  t h e  e a s t - c e n t r a l  p a r t  of  
t h e  hamlet. 

A. T h a t ' s  where I saw a whole bunch of naked bodies  
on t o p  of each o t h e r  and I went up t o  look j u s t  t o  be 
cu r ious ,  and i t  r e a l l y  looked s ickening .  They had ho les  a l l  
over  t h e  p lace .  

Q. Do you know what happened t o  them? 

A. Right ,  it was my p a r t n e r  ROS--I c a n ' t  pronounce 
h i s  name. 

Q ROSCHEVITZ? 

A. ROSCHEVITZ, yeah, had s h o t  h i s  M-79 with t h e  shot -
gun s h e l l .  There a r e ,  you know, t h e  M-79 has  two k inds  of 
rounds. You've g o t  your s t r a i g h t  one and then you've go t  your 
shotgun f o r  i n  the  bushes.  He used t h a t  one round. 

Q. It gave you more d i spe r s ion?  

A .  Right ,  t o  hit the people,  The way I understood 
i t  i s  t h a t  he fo rced  a l l  t hese  people t o  undress and t o l d  
them t o  do h i s  t h i n g  wi th  her--with' him. They wouldn' t do 
i t  s o  he s h o t  them and I j u s t  l e f t  t h a t  a s  t h a t .  You can't 
do nothing about i t .  

Q Did you h e a r  t h i s  from ROSCHEVITZ? 

A. Well, ROSCHEVITZ was r i g h t  t h e r e  when I was t h e r e  
and t h e  o t h e r  guys t o l d  me and even ROSCHEVITZ he d i d n ' t  
d isagree  with i t .  And he was t h e  only one around me w i t h  an 
M-79 bes ides  me and by t h e  h o l e s ,  i t  looked l i k e  a s p l a t t e r  
from a shotgun round. 

Q. Did you observe any o t h e r  rapes i n  t h e  hamlet be-
s i d e s  t h e  one you mentioned? The 1 6  y e a r  o l d  g i r l .  

A. Well, when we were t h e r e  by Uptight.  A couple of 
v i l l a g e s  around t h e r e .  
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Q- No, t h a t  morning. 

A. No, j u s t  t h i s  one over  h e r e  and t h e  one he t r i e d  
b u t  they wouldn' t pu t  o u t .  

Q - Now, you mentioned a minute ago something about 
shoot ing  and burning. Could you t e l l  us j u s t  how t h e  p la toon 
was opera t ing  i n  Binh Tay? You know, what o t h e r  people were 
doing. Were they shoot ing? Did they k i l l  some people as they 
came across?  Were they  s e t t i n g  f i r e  t o  t h e  hootches? 

A .  ' Well, l i k e ,  my squad, when we went through it seems 
l i k e  we weren ' t  shoot ing nobody. We g o t  t i r e d  of it I guess .  
You could say ,-because l i k e  on t h i s  one we r e a l l y  d i d  a job 
on t h i s  one b u t  over  h e r e  we k i n d  of s l acked  o f f .  

Q - You d i d  a job on My L a i  ( 4 )  b u t  s l acked  o f f  i n  
Binh Tay? 

A. Right ,  because it was a bloody mess, because over  
h e r e  l i v e  people w e r e  burned t o  death--everything and these 
people i n  t h e r e  fox holes  o r  where they  sleep--

Bunkers? 

A. W e l l ,  n o t  bunkers l i k e  f o r  bombing o r  something 
!%2 l i k e  t h a t  they 've  go t  t h e i r  own beds underneath. 
cz2 
m Q Bombshelter. Holes? 

A. Yeah, a hole i n  t h e  bottom of t h e  ground. Some o f  
t h e  guys would h o l l e r .  I know one guy he would h o l l e r ,  and I 
don' t know i f  he heard  any voice  b u t  I was about 20 yards from 
him--20 meters--yards I would s a y ,  and I cou ldn ' t  h e a r  if any-
body s a i d  anything from i n  h e r e  b u t  a l l  he d i d  i s  throw a hand 
qrenade down i n  t h e r e .  But l i k e ,  over  h e r e  (Binh Tay) , it was 
a l i t t l e  d i f f e r e n t ,  a c t u a l l y  I would say  they  were doing more 
raping ,  than  k i l l i n g ,  than  anything e l s e .  

Q W e l l ,  d i d  you observe any more k i l l i n g  bes ides  
t h e  group t h a t  ROSCHEVITZ had taken c a r e  o f ?  

A. No, n o t  through t h e  p a r t  t h a t  I went through. 

Q While you were i n  Binh Tay do you remember g e t t i n g  
any orders  t o  s t o p  t h e  shoot ing?  
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A. I c a n ' t  remember. Sometime dur ing  t h i s ,  coming 
out--probably coming o u t .  More l i k e l y  i s  when they s a i d ,  
s t o p  k i l l i n g  everybody. We g o t  t i r e d  of  i t .  J u s t  q u i t .  

Q - We have had some testimony t h a t  Lieutenant  
BROOKS go t  t h e  word over h i s  r a d i o  and he passed t h e  word 
on,  t o  s t o p  t h e  shoot ing.  

A. hey d i d  say s t o p  t h e  shoot ing.  They d i d ,  but--
I go t  i t  from guys around t o  s t o p  everyth ing .  

Q - What happened a f t e r  t h a t ?  

A. Well, a f t e r  t h a t  we came o u t .  We s t a r t  f a l l i n g  
ou t  t h i s  way ( i n d i c a t i n g )  . 
Q. A l l  r i g h t .  Before you l e f t  t h e  hamlet do you 
remember any c i v i l i a n s  g e t t i n g  ga thered  t o g e t h e r  i n t o  a 
group? 

A. N o ,  s ir .  

Q We have had o t h e r  testimony t h a t  a f t e r  t h e  shoot-
i n g  stopped q u i t e  a number of Vietnamese r e s i d e n t s  were gath-
e r e d  toge the r  40 o r  5 0 ,  and they  went o f f  t o  t h e  southwest.  
You don1t remember t h a t ?  

A.  I didn '  t s e e  nobody. I c a n ' t  say  bu t  I know I 
d i d n ' t  s e e  them when we come ou t .  

Q. Go ahead and t e l l  us what t h e  p la toon d i d  a f t e r  
t h a t .  

A. Okay, then  we s u p p o s e d ' t o  go t o  another  v i l l a g e .  
I can ' t remember which one i t  was. 

Q .  Did you go back t o  My Lai  ( 4 ) ?  

A .  No. 

Q We have had some testimony t h a t  they went back 
t o  My Lai  ( 4 )  and had lunch t h e r e  before  moving o u t .  

.A. No, we just--as soon a s  we covered t h i s  one. we 
went s t r a i g h t  t o  t h e  nex t  one. 

Q- On t h e  a e r i a l  photograph t h e r e  is  a subhamlet, 
t h a t  i s  almost due e a s t  of Binh Tay and is n o r t h e a s t  of  My 
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L a i  ( 4 )  about 600 meters ,  and t h e  name of  it i s  Binh Dong. 
Is t h i s  t h e  next  hamlet you went i n t o ?  Would you say? 

A. I c o u l d n ' t  s a y ,  s ir .  I know we went t o  another  
v i l l a g e  a f t e r  we walked a l l  t h i s  r i c e  paddy and we went 
t o  t h e  fol lowing v i l l a g e .  W e  d i d n ' t  s e e  nobody. The p l a c e  
was c l ea red .  They must have go t  t h e  word t h a t  we were 
shoot ing  a t  everyth ing  and t h e  only t h i n g  we d i d  was burn 
the  hootches.  There was nothing t h e r e .  

Q. But y o u ' r e  n o t  s u r e  which one? 

A .  I c a n ' t  s a y ,  no. 

Q. A 1 1  r i g h t .  There i s  Binh Dong which is t h e  
l o c a t i o n  which I have descr ibed  and immediately south  of 
Binh Dong about 300 o r  400 meters  i s  another  subhamlet 
c a l l e d  Trung Hoa. A l l  r i g h t .  What happened a f t e r  t h a t ?  

A. Well, a f t e r  t h a t  we s t a r t e d  moving out--wait 
a minute. We did--we had a base camp. I t h i n k  r i g h t  he re .  
Right i n  h e r e  because i t  was nex t  t o  a r i v e r  o r  a creek 
or something. 

8. Do you remember a graveyard? 

A. I c a n ' t  s a y ,  s i r ,  b u t  I know we p u t  base  camp
r i g h t  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  

Q 
it be? 

T h a t ' s  some 700-800 meters from My Lai  (4), would 

A. Bs, sir .  

Q Do 'you remember where you broke f o r  chow then? 

A. I t h i n k  i t  would be r i g h t  t h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g  base 
camp1 

COL FRANKLIN: Are you s u r e  t h a t  you d i d n ' t  go back--I want 
you t o  t h i n k  now, S p e c i a l i s t  GONZALEZ, and t r y  t o  remember--
you d i d n ' t  even have a map o r  a photo on the  opera t ion .  I 
doubt i f  you e v e r  saw one d i d  you? 

A. No, I s u r e  d i d n ' t ,  sir. 

Q m  Are you p r e t t y  s u r e  though t h a t  you moved d i r e c t l y
from t h a t  l i t t l e  hamlet i n  M e  n o r t h  Binh Tay and moved--didn't 
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go back t o  My Lai  ( 4 )  f o r  lunch and then gone t o  t h a t  hamlet? 

A. We might have. I don' t t h i n k  we d id .  

Q You j u s t  say  what you t h i n k .  Tha t ' s  what we've 
g o t  you h e r e  f o r .  

A. Well, okay. I--we d i d n ' t .  

Q - Back i n  Binh Tay you say  those bodies .  A l l  of 
them had t h e i r  c lo thes  o f f ?  

A. Right ,  s ir .  

& - About how many were t h e r e ?  

A. Too many t o  count ,  sir.  

Q I n  t h i s  p a r t  over  h e r e ,  the  ones ROSCHEVITZ 
k i l l e d ?  

A. Maybe e i g h t  o r  n i n e  persons.  Maybe t e n ,  I can '  t 
s a y ,  s ir .  

Q. What were t h e i r  ages and sexes?  

A. I would say t h e  ages would probably--maybe 16-1 
d o n ' t  know maybe probably 3 0 ,  35. 

Q .  They were a l l  naked and p i l e d  up? 

A. Right . 
& How many bodies  do you th ink  you saw? I know 
you ' re  es t imat ing .  There ' s  no way of r e a l l y  knowing. But 
t o t a l  on t h i s  opera t ion ,  how many bodies  do you t h i n k  you saw? 

A. I n  t h e  whole th ing?  

Q. I n  t h e  whole t h i n g .  

A. J u s t  a straight number 5: c a n ' t  say,  I c a n ' t  s ay ,  
sir. 

Q You say a l o t  of people were s i c k .  I f  a l o t  of 
people were s i c k  who was doing a l l  t he  k i l l i n g ?  The ones 
t h a t  were s i c k  were doing t h e  k i l l i n g ?  
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A. Right ,  sir. 

Q- People a c t u a l l y  k i l l i n g ,  who were s i c k ?  Did they
throw up? 

A. I d i d ,  s i r .  I know--maybe t h e  s i c k  f e e l i n g ,  be-
cause they have t o  do it. They have t o  shoot  people this way 
you w i l l  g e t  a s i c k  f e e l i n g .  You could s e e  it i n  the  person 
b u t  o t h e r  people can show more l i k e  mysel f ,  I have t o  show 
more, and I have t o  "cough-a-roff ," then  a c t u a l l y  without  
be ing  sick--without i t .  When I g e t  s i c k  it has  t o  be when 
I "cough-a-roff." People can be s i c k  without  e v e r  doing i t .  

Q When t h i s  o rde r  came--what was t h e  phrase  you used, 
"cough i t  up"? 

A. "Roff" t h a t ' s  vomit. I t ' s  an e a s i e r  way t o  say  
it. 

Q. Now when t h e  command came t o  s t o p  the  k i l l ing - -
s t o p  t h e  k i l l i n g  o r  s t o p  t h e  shoot ing?  

A. Stop the--they j u s t  s a y  s t o p  f i r i n g .  

Q. Was t h e r e  any more k i l l i n g  done a f t e r  t h a t  command? 

A .  No, no, ,sir. 'They s a i d  s t o p  f i r i n g .  Tne only 
t ime you s h o t  a t  anybody i f  you s e e  anybody running. More 
l i k e l y  they would have a weapon on them. 

Q - You d i d n ' t  have any l i v e  people l e f t  k i d s  o r  any-
t h i n g  a f t e r  t h a t ?  

A. NO,  no,  sir.  

MR WEST: You mentioned t h e  people t h a t  ROSCHEVITZ had had 
t h e i r  c l o t h e s  o f f .  Were t h e r e  any men i n  t h i s  group? Do you 
remember? 

A. I c a n ' t  say .  I c a n ' t  s a y ,  because I f i g u r e ,  t o  me, 
I f i g u r e  they wouldn ' t b e ,  because he 's a person who would 
more l i k e  t o  enjoy  himself  and i f  he c a n ' t  he  w i l l  shoot  them 
and I figure--and I th ink  they  were a l l  women. I ' m  p r e t t y  
s u r e  they were a l l  women, because he wouldn ' t  ask a man t o  t a k e  
o f f  h i s  c l o t h e s .  
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Q - Did you s e e  any v i s i t i n g  a'£f i c e r s  t h a t  morning, 
from Task Force  Ba rke r ,  o r  b r i g a d e ,  omsd i v i s i o n ?  Did any-
body come i n  on a h e l i c o p t e r ? .  

A.. N o ,  s i r .  

Q. , L a t e r  on now a f t e r  you had l a a g e r e d  i n  t h e r e  
a t  n i g h t  did you s e e  any members o f  t h e  Na t iona l  P o l i c e ?  

A. There were Vie t - -wel l ,  what do you c a l l  them? 

Q - P r i s o n e r s ? 

A. No, w e l l ,  t hey  had some s o l d i e r s  i n  Vietnam. 

Q* ARVN'S? 

A. They c a l l  them A R V N ' s ,  r i g h t .  I c a n ' t  s a y  how 
many t h e r e  were,  b u t  t hey  d i d  have them and t h e y  were some 
p l a c e .  I c a n ' t  remember t o o  s u r e  b u t  t hey  might  have been 
around h e r e .  They were d i s c u s s i n g  w i t h  Capta in  MEDINA and 
a l l  the o f f i c e r s .  

Q - Do you remember t h e  o t h e r  o f f i c e r s ,  who w e r e  
t h e r e ?  

A. Well ,  I know, l i k e  L i e u t e n a n t  CALLEY he  was 
t h e r e ,  be cause I h e a r d  it on newspaper--Lieutenant CALLEY. 
I couidn: t recognize  t h e  name. wnen I was w a i t i n g  i n  the room 
u p s t a i r s  I saw h i s  p i c t u r e  and I recognized  h i s  p i c t u r e .  
Now I know he was t h e r e .  

Q - Would you know c a p t a i n  MICHLES? 

A. No, s i r .  

Q - Capta in  KOTOUC t h e  5 2  of Task Force  Barker?  

A. No, s i r .  Usual ly  I t r y  t o  j u s t  remember, l i k e  my  
p l a t o o n  daddy--sergeant,  and ny p l a toon  o f f i c e r ,  and t h e  CO. 

Q . Did ycv see a ryLh i x rJ h?.~pent h e r e  around t h e  ARVN 
s o l d i e r s ?  Did you s e e  any i n c l d e n t  t a k e  p l a c e  t h e r e  t h a t  you 
remember? Anything unusua l?  

A. No, s i r ,  I c a n ' t  r e a l l y  say .  
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Q Well, v e ' v e  had cons iderable  testimony t h a t  a t  
l e a s t  two VC p r i soners  were s h o t  whi le  they were being in-
t e r roga ted .  Do you know anything o f  t h a t ?  

A. N O ,  s i r ,  I s u r e  d o n ' t .  

Q. Did you l a t e r  on perhaps h e a r  anything about 
c i v i l i a n s  being k i l l e d  by members of Bravo Company towards 
t h e  c o a s t  t h a t  same day? 

A. N o ,  s i r .  

Q. There have been r e p o r t s  of t h i s  k i l l i n g  o f  Viet-
namese c i v i l i a n s  about l i k e  they had i n  My Lai  ( 4 )  , a t  a 
l i t t l e  hamlet over by t h e  c o a s t .  

A. I never heard ,  no,  s i r .  

Q Do you remember where Char l i e  Company went the  
next  day? The 17 th?  

A. W e  went,  t h e  1 7 t h ,  we moved out  s t r a i g h t  ac ross .  
Well, we end up c lose  t o  t h i s  b i g  r i v e r .  

Q. You moved south  t o  t h e  r i v e r ?  

A. Right ,  we went s t r a i g h t  a l l  t h e  way through. 

Q W e  understand t h a t  you came back and r e t r a c e d  
your s t e p s ?  

A. Right ,  sir.  

Q- Before you s p e n t  your second n i g h t  i n  t h e  f i e l d .  

A.  Right ,  sir.  

Q. D o  you remember be ing  o u t  t h a t  t h i r d  day? 

A. No, sir ,  t h a t ' s  the day I g o t  h i t ,  s ir .  Before 
we l e f t  this a r e a ,  I t o l d  one of t h e  medic 's  t h e r e .  I c a n ' t  
s ay  h i s  name. 

A. Right ,  I t o l d  him t h a t  i f  I g e t  h i t  I want my 
p i c t u r e  taken. I f  I d i e ,  d o n ' t  t a k e  i t .  So he s a i d ,  "Well, 
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how do you know you won ' t g e t  h i t .  " The t h i r d  day, t h e  1 8 t h ,  
i s  when I go t  h i t  going o u t  to--for  t h e  choppers t o  pick 
us up. 

Q You h i t  a booby t r a p ?  

A. We d o n ' t  know who t r i g g e r e d  o f f  the  booby t r a p ,  m e  
o r  TREVINO.  

Q We t a l k e d  t o  TREVINO yes terday .  

A. But me and TREVINO go t  h i t  t he  same time. 

Q - If I remember' c o r r e c t l y  he thought t h a t  you had. 

A. He d id  because he was s p l a t t e r e d  a l l  over  the 
p lace .  H e  was over ,  l i k e  a l i t t l e  h i l l .  

Q. He showed us the  s c a r  on h i s  r i g h t  arm, and you 
were what? Wounded i n  t h e  f o o t ?  

A. Both l e g s ,  f o o t ,  and j u s t  a couple of  fragments 
on my r i g h t  arm. 

Q Were you medevac 'd o u t ,  r i g h t  away? 

A . Right ,  s i r .  

PY%ered i d  ycu gs? 

A. I d o n ' t  know r e a l l y .  Someplace c l o s e  to--by Chu 
Lai  I th ink .  I c a n ' t  s a y .  

Q Did you go from t h e r e  t o  Japan and then  back t o  
t h e  S t a t e s ?  

A. From Chu Lai I went t o  Qui  Nhon and then  from 
t h e r e  we went t o  Japan. We stopped a t  t h e  P h i l l i p i n e s  f i r s t  
and then t o  Japan. 

Q Then you moved back t o  t h e  s t a t e s ,  d i d  you? 

A. Right,  s i r ,  t o  San Francisco.  

Q. How long were you h o s p i t a l i z e d ?  

A. Counting with Japan I would say about 3 months. 
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Q - T e l l  .me this, S p e c i a l i s t  GONZALEZ, before  you l e f t  
Vietnam d i d  anybody come around and t a l k  t o  you about what 
had happened a t  My Lai  ( 4 )  , t h a t  day? Say maybe he was an 
i n v e s t i g a t i n g  o f f i c e r ?  

A. While I was leaving--

Q. While you were i n  t h e  h o s p i t a l  before  you l e f t ?  

A. No, sir .  Nobody, sir. 

Q Do you know whether any member of your company was 
approached by an i n v e s t i g a t i n g  o f f i c e r  and asked any ques t ions  
about what had happened a t  My Lai ( 4 )  ? 

A .  No, sir. 

Q. Did anyone ever  t e l l  you t o  keep q u i e t  about what 
happened t h e r e  t h a t  day? 

A. No, s i r .  

Q ;  Did you h.ave another  . tour i n  Vietnam? 

A .  No, s i r ,  I wanted t o  go back b u t  I c o u l d n ' t  g e t  
o u t  of 3d Cav. 

Q. I want t o  ask you some g e n e r a l  ques t ions  now. 
The f i r s t  one; t h e  newspapers - i n  November had a s t o r y  
t h a t  some of t h e  men of Char l i e  Company when they went 
i n t o  My Lai  ( 4 ) ,  t h a t  day were under t h e  in f luence  of 
marijuana. Do you know of any such th ing?  

Some w e r e .  I t  k ind  of r e l a x e s  you. 

Q - How about t h e  n i g h t  b e f o r e ,  on t h e  15 th  i n  t h e  
bunkers whi l e  you wa i t ing  f o r  the n e x t  day? 

* A. I d o n ' t  think so. 

a - Any p o t  smoking going on t h a t  day? 

A .  Well,  w i *  t h e  group I was wi th  nobody was. 

Q. How .about t h e  n e x t  .morning? 

A .  Well, w i th  t h e  group I was with, no. 
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Q You t h i n k  it could b e ,  some o t h e r  squad? 

A. Somebody else could have been.  

Q. To your  knowledge was it a p r a c t i c e  o f  some 
members of C h a r l i e  Company t o  g e t  a l i t t l e  h igh  on p o t  b e f o r e  
going into .cornbat?  

A. N O ,  s ir .  

Q The f i r s t  q u e s t i o n  t h a t  I asked you you d i d  
i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e r e  could  have been some t h e r e ?  

A. R igh t ,  t h e r e  could  have been b u t  t h e  f i r s t  
ques t ions  you asked,  you s a i d  every t ime w e  would go i n t o  
comba t  . 
Q I wanted t o  know i f  it was a p r a c t i c e  of  some men 
i n  t h e  Company? 

A .  W e l l ,  yes .  Some pe r sons ,  y e s .  

Q T h a t ' s  what people  are concerned abou t ,  you know. 
That  when some people  went i n t o  con-bat t hey  were under t h e  
i n f l u e n c e  of mar i juana  and w e r e n ' t  q u i t e  themselves .  

A. I c a n ' t  s ay  i t  w a s  mar i juana ,  because t h e  way I 
unders tand ,  between mar i juana  and dope i s  two d i f f e r e n t  
t h i n g s .  Dope is j u s t  l i k e  y o u ' r e  d r i n k i n g  a l c o h o l  and you 
r e a l l y  know what I s  going on. You j u s t  k ind  o f  makes you 
r e l a x .  S tops  your nerves .  

Q With mari juana? 

A. No, w i th  dope you know w h a t ' s  go ixg  on.  

Q How about  mari juana? 

A. Marijuana I never  t r i e d  myself b u t  I unders tand  
t h a t  i t ' s  more--right  o f f  t h e  b a t  y o u ' r e  up i n  t h e  sky.  You 
a r e  n o t  as i f  you a r e  d r i n k i n g  l i q u o r .  Your more funny. 
You're r e a c t i n g  difr 'eren-t .  You do some c r a z y  t h i n g s .  
Absolutely--you t h i n k  something i s  wrong w i t h  t h i s  guy. H e ' s  
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' n o t  a c t i n g  r i g h t .  ' This is what I understand wi th  marijuana. 
You can t e l l  whether he is h igher  than  wi th  r e g u l a r  dope. 

Q .  Would you t h i n k  a man who was under the  in f luence  
of mari juana would f i n d  it e a s i e r  t o  k i l l  people t h e  way t h e  
p la toon d id  t h a t  morning i n  My La i .  Would it  make him--
would it p u t  him i n  t h a t  k ind  of k i l l i n g  frame of mind? 

A. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  so .  If he were on marijuana 
probably s o ,  b u t  I r e a l l y  doubt i t  very much. I r e a l l y  doubt 
it. I t h i n k  a person i f  he  was on mari juana,  t o  go 
through a--that v i l l a g e  and a man t h a t  i s  high with 
marijuana I d o n ' t  t h i n k  he could a c t u a l l y  just--something 
had t o  i r r i t a t e  him very much be fo re  he would do it .  
Now, ' t h e s e  people were j u s t  s t and ing  t h e r e .  I c a n ' t  see 
them t o  j u s t  have something i n  them t o  do it. 

Q Do you t h i n k  i f  you were under t h e  in f luence  
o f  marijuana it would be f e e l i n g  happy. A good frame on 
mind. He wouldn ' t  be th inking  of k i l l i n g  people? 

A .  Right. Because when your on i t - - l i k e  I say 
mari juana I know nothing about it. Po t ,  you are more 
f r i e n d l y  of course ,  y o u ' r e  r e l axed ,  you a r e  n o t  a s  scared  i f  
you d i e ,  o r  d o n ' t  d i e ,  o r  whatever,  i t  i s  i f  you g e t  h i t  
s o  what. 

Q You a r e  n o t  concerned? 

A. Right ,  s ir .  

Q g  You didn ' t observe anybody t h a t  you thought was 
under t h e  in f luence . .o f  mari juana,  t h a t  morning? 

A. ' NO,  s ir .  

Q- I want t o  t a l k  t o  you about t h r e e  ques t ions  which 
c a l l  f o r  your opinion.  These a r e  ques t ions  t h a t ,  you know, a 
l o t  of people have been asking. Some of t h e  people who were 
a t  My Lai  have asked themselves t h e s e  ques t ions .  The f i r s t  
one i s ,  what r e a l l y  happened a t  My ~ a i( 4 )  on 1 6  March 1968? 

A .  What a c t u a l l y  happened? 
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Q. Yes. 

A .  That day it was j u s t  a massacre. .  J u s t  p l a i n  
r i g h t  o u t ,  wiping o u t  people.  

&. This is h e l p f u l  t o  us. You were t h e r e  and you 
saw p a r t  of it. Was i t  your impression t h a t  i n  your platoon,  
your platoon l e a d e r ,  platoon s e r g e a n t ,  t he  squad l e a d e r s  were 
i n  c o n t r o l  of the  p la toon a l l  r i g h t ?  They had t h e  men under 
c o n t r o l  and d i r e c t i o n ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q It has been suggested by same people t h a t  th ings
j u s t  got  out  of c o n t r o l  and c e r t a i n  members of t h e  company 
d id  a l l  the  k i l l i n g  i n  t h e  confusion and t h e  d i s o r d e r .  

A. No, they were p r e t t y  u p t i g h t .  Exact ly  g iv ing  
commands t o  everybody. The only t ime,  l i k e ,  l i k e  I say is 
on t h i s  h i l l .  Binh Tay it was more s c a t t e r e d  around. Nobody 
could r e a l l y  t e l l  t o  be i n  charge.  

Q =  There was a l i t t l e  d i s o r d e r  then?  

Right ,  s ir .  

Q You may have a l ready answered my second ques t ion
bu t  the  seconc? was why d i d  it happen? 

A. For revenge. To me we f igured  t h e  Vietnamese 
--the Vie t  Cong were t h e r e  with t h e i r  suppor te r s .  That I s  

what we understood. We f igured  t h a t  they were t h e r e  t o  
meet us.  when we were sweeping o u t  t h e  a r e a  we d i d n ' t  see 
nothing b u t  t h e  c i v i l i a n  people.  

Q. You d i d n ' t  r e a l l y  f i n d  any VC? 

A. No. 

Q. Over i n  t h e  o t h e r  platoon--the 1st P la toon ' s  
a r e a  w e  have evidence of s e v e r a l  people,  t h a t  Captain 
MEDINA had one o r  more Vietnamese people t h a t  he found 
t h e r e  and quest ioned them. They learned  t h a t  t h e r e  were 
35 t o  40  VC i n  the  hamlet t h a t  n i g h t  b u t  they l e f t  e a r l y  
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t h a t  morning be fo re  t h e  combat a s s u a l t  which f i t s  i n  with 
what you j u s t  s a i d ,  .you d i d n ' t  s e e  any VC. 

A.  Right ,  s i r .  

Q So, it is p o s s i b l e  t h a t  they l e f t  e a r l y  before  
t h e  company came i n .  Some people--1'11 s t a t e  t h a t  a l i t t l e  
d i f f e r e n t l y .  It  has been suggested t h a t  t h e  orders  were 
g iven  t h e  way they were s o  this l i t t l e  hamlet would be wiped 
o u t  a s  a base  f o r  t h e  VC. What was desired--what p a r t  of t h e  
mission was t o  l e v e l  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Wipe i t  o u t .  

Q Wipe i t  o u t  s o  nobody could l i v e  t h e r e  any more 
and suppor t  the  VC. 

A. Right,  s ir .  

Q. id you h.ave t h i s  same impression? 

A. I t  had t o  be. When you g e t  t h e  command o r  t h e  
o rde r s  say ing  t o  wipe--kil l  everything--anything, and every-
t h i n g  t h a t ' s  what i t  is. You're j u s t  wiping it r i g h t  o f f  
t h e  map. You k i l l  every th ing  no m a t t e r  what it is.  If t h e  
t r e e s  were a l i v e  we would probably shoo t  them too.  

Q Now, i n  t h e  next  few days you mentioned t h a t  a t  
l e a s t  one o t h e r  v i l l a g e  was burned. Were more v i l l a g e s ,  
more l i t t l e  hamlets burned, a s  you went through? You were 
o u t  about 3 days a l l  together .  

A. W e  burned a l l .  Binh Tay , w e  d idn '  t bu t  the  r e s t  
we d id .  

g o  Now,  I th ink  you r e a l i z e  this, S p e c i a l i s t  GONZALEZ, 
t h a t  t h e  even t s  t h e r e  t h a t  morning a t  M y  ~ a iand t h e  l i t t l e  
subhamlets were n o t  known t o  t h e  American people back home 
he re  u n t i l  about two, months ago, i n  November. 

A. My family d i d ,  s ir .  

&. Did you w r i t e  home about t h i s ?  
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A. I wrote home about it, because I wanted them t o  
know what is happening over  he re .  I can 't s e e  keeping i t  from 
the  people.  I am i n  t h e  s e r v i c e .  I know t h a t  a l o t  of -
t h ings  could f a l l  upon me, bu t  a t  the same time when I was 
i n  Nam--other a reas  t o  me, a c t u a l l y  t e l l  myself what are we 
doing here .  I c a n ' t  say .  I s t i l l  d o n ' t  know--hut a c t u a l l y  
what happened dur ing  t h i s  a t t a c k ,  here. I t  w a s  so f a r  o u t  
f o r  me t h a t  you h e a r  a l o t  of  people--like t h e  r a d i o s ,  news-
papers ,  you h e a r  a l o t  of t h i n g s  t h a t  you d o n ' t  hea r .  You 
t h ink  we l l  t h e s e  guys--you h e a r  l i k e ,  I was i n  t h e  h o s p i t a l  
you hear  some of  t h e  r ad ios  saying n o t  t o o  many--real l i g h t  
c a s u l t i e s  on American people.  Now t o  m e  t h a t  can '  t be.  Can1t 
be i f  my u n i t  almost g o t  wiped o u t  j u s t  on these  mines. 
Other u n i t s  has  ' to  be t h e  same way. The only way, they could 
a c t u a l l y ,  r e a l l y  g e t  wiped ou t  of the Anny--United S t a t e s  
Army man, o r  serviceman, is  they  g o t  t o  be t i e d  up someplace. 
A r e a l  good base camp. Secure,  very s e c u r e ,  b u t  on t h i s  
episode h e r e ,  I wanted to--what happened t o  my p a r e n t s .  I 
wrote t o  my mother and my wi fe  saying  what happened during 
t h i s  t ime, t h a t  we d i d  h e r e ,  and t h e  t ime I g o t  h i t ,  because 
t o  me I c a n ' t  s e e  l e t t i n g  t h e  people th ink  t h a t  we 're doing 
th ings  r i g h t ,  he re .  

Q Did you w r i t e  t h e s e  l e t t e r s  while  you were i n  the 
Qosp i t a l ?  

A. Right,  s i r .  Every time I went t o  a mission. I 
t r i e d  t o  e x p l a i n  t h e  b e s t  way t h a t  I can t o  my wi fe  
e x a c t l y  what w e  d i d ,  Sometimes she  d o n ' t  understand it. 
Sometimes I c a n ' t  pu t  i t  i n  words, I have t o  draw it  before  
s h e ' l l  understand. I c a n ' t  w r i t e  t o  good s o  I draw it. Try 
t o  have h e r  f i g u r e  o u t  what it was. 

Q - Do you have another  language, bes ides  English?
Do you speak Spanish? 

A. Well, between my Spanish and my Engl ish ,  t h e r e ' s  
a l i t t l e - - I  d o n ' t  know i t ' s  h a l f  and h a l f .  Now, I was born,  
r a i s e d  i n  t h e  s t a t e s .  Now ,I was born i n  Tempe, Arizona and 
I was brought up i n  C a l i f o r n i a .  I n  between t h e  t ime t h a t  I 
was going t o  school ,  I missed something. I d o n ' t  know what i t  
is .  I ' m  s t i l l  t r y i n g  t o  f i g u r e  ou t  what i t  i s ,  because I ' m  
h e s i t a t i n g  on English language and I ' f m  h e s i t a t i n g  on Spanish 
language. 
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Q W e l l ,  1 , t h i n k  t h a t ' s  n o t  uncommon. Some people
speak Spanish very f l u e n t l y  b u t  d o n ' t  w r i t e  it w e l l .  Do you 
w r i t e  w e l l  i n  Spanish o r  Engl i sh?  

A .  I w r i t e  b e t t e r  i n  Eng l i sh ,  t h a n  Spanish.  

Q Does your w i fe  keep your l e t t e r s ?  

A. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  so .  While I was i n  ' N a m  I t h i n k  
s h e  d i d  b u t  a s  soon as I g o t  back I t h i n k  s h e  threw them 
away. 

Q I wonder i f  your  p a r e n t s ,  k e p t  your l e t t e r s ?  

A. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  s o .  

Q What you wro te  a t  t h e  t i m e  would be very v a l u a b l e  
t o  us. We've had s e v e r a l  of t h e  w i t n e s s e s  who brought  i n  
l e t t e r s ,  because you w r i t e  what you remember a t  t h e  t i m e .  
Now, i t ' s  almost  2 y e a r s .  I know it must be d i f f i c u l t  t o  
remember. Some of t h e  le t ters  t h a t  were w r i t t e n  a t  t h e  t i m e  
are very h e l p f u l  t o  us .  You suppose you could  check o u t  t h e  
p o s s i b i l i t y  i f  your w i fe  and your  p a r e n t s  k e p t  your  l e t t e r s ?  

A. I could  check on it, y e s ,  s i r .  

Q W e  would be  very g r a t e f u l  i f  you would. I t h i n k  
you can a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  importance of t h i s .  What happened a t  
My Lai  (4)  i s  unusual  i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  of  t h e  Army. 

A. I r e a l i z e  t h a t  it is .  

Q . Ac tua l ly  what you wro te ,  t h e  accounts  you wrote  
would be very  s i g n i f i c a n t  i n  t h e  r e c o n s t r u c t i n g  o f  e v e n t s  
and th ings .  t h a t  happened. So we would a p p r e c i a t e  very 
much i f  you would make a s e a r c h  t o  f i n d  your  l e t t e r s .  

A. A l l  r i g h t ,  I ' l l  do t h a t .  

Q. Major COOP w i l l  t a l k  t o  you about  it. 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

MR WEST: You've made a very  v a l u a b l e  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  o u r  
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hear ing  today. The th ings  you 've t o l d  u s ,  your r e c o l l e c t i o n  
was r e a l l y  very good. Many o f  t h e  th ings  t h a t  you t o l d  us  
we've heard before  b u t  t h e r e  a r e  o t h e r  accounts t h a t  we 
haven ' t  heard.  

A. Like I say  I was only t h e r e  with t h e  u n i t ,  3 
months, b u t  l i k e  myself ,  i f  I go through a p lace  and s e e  i-t 
again I remember it. Faces too bu t  never names. 

Q. When d i d  you j o i n  Char l i e  company? 

A. I jo in  it a week--no, l e t  s e e ,  Char l i e  l e f t  
December t h e  1st. I went o u t  wi th  t h e  advance p a r t y .  

You came over  wi th  t h e  br igade  d i d  you? 

A. Right ,  w e l l ,  1 came over  wi th  t h e  advance pa r ty .  

Q Yes, Char l i e  was the  f i r s t  company c a l l e d  over 
from Hawaii? 

A. Right.  

&. You were with t h e  company then?  

A. Well, when I l e f t  my A I T  I was ass igned to--Hawaii. 
I suppose t o  s t a y  t h e r e  about 6 months, o r  something l i k e  
t h a t  f o r  jungle t r a i n i n g  then  Char l ie  needed men s o  I was 
at tached t o  theia. I s t ayed  one week u n t i l  I l e f t  f o r  Vietna.?.? 
on advance p a r t y .  

Q. Did you p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  a l l  t h e  a c t i o n s  wi th  Char l i e  
company up u n t i l  t h e  time you were wounded? 

A. Actual ly k i l l i n g  a s  many people a s  t h e  r e s t  of 
t h e  p la toon o r  company was doing, no. 

Q. No, I j u s t  meant i f  you were t h e r e  and went o u t  
i n  t h e  f i e l d  everytime. 

A. Yes, I went on everyone of  them. 

Q We have had i n d i c a t i o n s  t h a t  on q u i t e  a f ew  
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occasions when C h a r l i e  company r e n t  o u t  i n  the f i e l d  and 
seen  some a c t i o n  they would come up w i t h  some bodycount 
b u t  a lmost  no weapons. 

A. T h a t ' s  t r u e .  

Q-. I have wondered whether this i s  an i n d i c a t i o n  
t h a t  t h e  company was i n  t h e i r  body count of VC was maybe 
count ing some people t h a t  r e a l l y  w e r e n ' t  VC. Like women 
and c h i l d r e n .  

A. I t  could be because more--the way I see it w e  
count  some b u t  a c t u a l l y  w e  c a n ' t  say  they r e a l l y  weren ' t .  
I mean l i k e  I - - l i k e  I say i t ' s  ha rd  t o  t e l l .  Anybody can 
p u t  b lack  pajamas on. 

Q Sure ,  I understand.  I guess  what I ' m  r e a l l y
g e t t i n g  a t  i s  t h a t  i f  Char l i e  company i n  making up i t ' s  
body count  d i d  r e g u l a r l y  count  everybody they k i l l e d  
whether they were men, women o r  c h i l d r e n .  id they r ega rd  
everybody and count  them a s  VC? 

A, I c a n ' t  s a y ,  sir.  They might. I c a n ' t  s ay  
because l i k e  I say--I j u s t  was a PFC and--

Q* ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I unders tand,  b u t  I thought  maybe 
you might have g o t t e n  a f e e l  f o r  t h a t .  For example o u t  of 
the o p e r a t i o n  t h a t  day a t  My Lai ( 4 )  Cha r l i e  company r e p o r t e d  
about 8 4  VC k i l l e d .  

A. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  so .  I n  f a c t  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  a t  a l l  
--any V C ' s  w e r e  t h e r e .  

Q. W e l l ,  what would you conclude then  t h e s e  8 4  were? 

A. C i v i l i a n  people. 

Q. W e l l ,  d i d  you yourse l f  see t h a t  many k i l l e d ?  

A, I would say  about  t h a t ,  r i g h t .  

Q. And d i d  you g e t  over  i n  t h e  1st Pla toon  s e c t o r  
of My Lai  ( 4 )  , a t  a l l ?  
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A. W e  g o t  in--you could s e e  about halfways into*My 
Lai  ( 4 ) .  

Q. Did you g e t  way down t o  t h e  southern  p a r t  of M y  
La i  ( 4 )  ? 

A. No. 

Q - Did you s e e  a bunch of bodies i n  a d i t c h  genera l ly  
down i n  t h e  1st Platoon s e c t o r ?  

A. Not i n  a d i t c h ,  no. 

Q. These would maybe be 50 o r  60 people? 

A. No, the only t ime I ever  saw any bodies  would be 
i n  hootches o r  j u s t  r i g h t  o f f  i n  t h e  bushes o r  j u s t  right 
there ou t  i n  t h e  open. 

Q .  You just saw t h e  two groups k i l l e d  t h a t  you 
descr ibed f o r  us.  One of them i n  Binh Tay and one down 
i n  My Lai ( 4 ) .  

A. Right. Right ,  sir.  

Q. Did you h e a r  about any enemy VC being k i l l e d  by 
a r t i l l e r y  f i r e ?  

A. No, s i r .  


Q - Do you have any thoughts  o r  opin ion  on t h i s ?  


A. NO,  none. 

Q. Didn ' t  you observe any dead people that you were 
t o l d  o r  understood t o  be k i l l e d  by a r t i l l e r y ?  

A. No, s i r ,  none a t  a l l .  


COL FRANKLIN: How many times have you been wounded, GONZALEZ? 


A. One t ime.  The reason why t h i s  c l u s t e r  is  I 
borrowed it and I d i d n ' t  want t o  mess up--his r ibbon.  
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Q *  Up i n  Binh Tay d i d  you s e e  those  people k i l l e d  

o r  did you s e e  them a f t e r  they  had been k i l l e d ?  


A. The ones thaL were p i l e d  up, a f t e r .  

Q. You d i d n ' t  s e e  who k i l l e d  them? 

A. No, but--I  d i d n ' t  s e e  them k i l l e d  b u t  I know who 
--they t o l d  m e  who d id .  

Q.' . They t o l d  you b u t  you d i d n ' t  a c t u a l l y  s e e  i t ?  

A. No. 

&. Did you e v e r  s e e  anybody i n  t h e  whole day t h a t  
looked l i k e  they were t a k i n g  po t  o r  t h a t  you knew were taking 
p o t  during t h e  whole day? 

A. NO, sir.  

MR WEST: S p e c i a l i s t  GONZALEZ, we a r e  very g r a t e f u l  t o  you 
f o r  coming h e r e  today. You've helped us a g r e a t  d e a l .  You 
given us  much va luable  information.  Before w e  c l o s e  t h e  

' 	hear ing  i s  t h e r e  anything t h a t  you would l i k e  t o  s a y ,  any 
s ta tements  t h a t  you would l i k e  t o  make, o r  anything? 

A. None a t  a l l ,  s i r .  

MR WEST: I f  you f i n d  t h e  l e t t e r s  t h a t  w e  t a l k e d  about ,  o r  
anything else t h a t  you would t h i n k  would h e l p  us we would 
very much l i k e  t o  h e a r  from you. Thank you very  much. 

The hea r ing  w i l l  be  recessed .  

(The hea r ing  recessed  a t  1547 hours ,  21 January 
1970.) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: HODGES, Kenneth L. SSG 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 29 December 1969 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Headquarters,  MACV, Saigon, ~ e p u b l i c  
o f  Vietnam. 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: Rape, wrongful d e s t r u c t i o n  of 
p roper ty ,  and w i l l f u l  k i l l i n g  of  unarmed c i v i l i a n s .  

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: Squad l e a d e r ,  1st Squad, 
2d Platoon,  C/1/20. 

1. PREOPERATIONAL PLANS AND BRIEFINGS. 

The wi tness  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  Captain MEDINA t o l d  h i s  
men t h a t  they  were t o  go into t h e  v i l l a g e  and seek ou t  t h e  
V i e t  Cong. They were t o l d  t h a t  t h e r e  were no f r i e n d l i e s  i n  
t h e  v i l l a g e ,  and t h a t  a l l  persons i n  t h e  a r e a  w e r e  V i e t  Cong 
sympathizers.  A l l  t h e  c i v i l i a n s  had been warned to* g e t  o u t  
o f  t h e  a r e a ,  and MEDINA f u r t h e r  assured  h i s  men t h a t  he had 
been t o l d  from higher  up t h a t  t h e r e  would be no c i v i l i a n s  
i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg. 6)  . 

MEDINA t o l d  h i s  men t h a t  t h e  48th VC Regiment w a s  
i n  t h e  a r e a  (pg. 7)  . They were t o  f i r e ,  i f  f i r e d  upon, b u t  
t h e  wi tness  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  were no i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  des t roy  
bunkers,  burn hootches,  des t roy  crops o r  k i l l  t h e  l i v e s t o c k  
(pg. 8 ) .  

b .  Standard opera t ing  procedure f o r  t rea tment  of 
Vietnamese. 

The wi tness  s t a t e d  t h a t  they  were t o  go through t h e  
v i l l a g e ,  sea rch  t h e  hootches , etc.  , f o r  weapons, and were t o  
check t h e  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  people and be on t h e  a l e r t  f o r  
mi l i ta ry-age  males (pg. 7 ) .  I f  t h e  i n i t i a l  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  
showed t h a t  t h e  person w a s  n o t  a VC, h e .  would be l e f t  a lone.  
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Otherwise, he would b e b .  t aken f o r  f u r t h e r  i n t e r r o g a t i o n .  
The dec i s ion  a s  t o  t h e  u l t i m a t e  handl ing of t h e s e  persons 
was t o  be with t h e  p la toon l e a d e r  (pgs. 10,  11). 

c .  Morale of t h e  t roops .  

The wi tness  s t a t e d  t h a t  he f e l t  t h e  genera l  
opinion of t h e  men was t h a t  they wanted t o  go i n t o  t h e  a r e a  
and look f o r  t h e  VC. He recounted t h a t  t h e  men had been 
i n  few f i r e  f i g h t s ,  and t h a t  t h e i r  only c a s u a l t y  had been 
v i a  a boobytrap (pgs.  8 ,  9 )  . 
2 .  ASSAULT ON MY LA1. 

a .  Movement through My Lai .  

The wi tness  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  t h e  2d Platoon went i n  
on t h e  f i r s t  l i f t  and moved ou t  a s  soon a s  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r s  
l e f t  (pgs. 1 2 ,  3 0 ) .  He s t a t e d  t h a t  h i s  squad was d i v e r t e d  
t o  t h e  nor th  of  My Lai  t o  pick up two dead VC k i l l e d  by 
h e l i c o p t e r s  and marked by smoke. (pg. 15)  . L a t e r ,  he 
t e s t i f i e d ,  h i s  p la toon was d i v e r t e d  t o  a smal l  hamlet t o  
t h e  nor th  of  My Lai ( 4 ) ,  and t h e r e f o r e ,  he s t a t e d ,  he d i d  n o t  
see  anything happening o u t  of t h e  ord inary  a t  t h e  v i l l a g e  
concerned (pgs. 17,  18)  . He d i d  note  t h a t  when h i s  o u t f i t  
re turned  t o  My Lai ( 4 ) ,  they saw bodies t h a t  appeared t o  
have been k i l l e d  by small  arms f i r e  and added t h a t  he d i d  
no t  s e e  any a r t i l l e r y  c r a t e r s  i n  t h e  a r e a  (pgs.  1 4 ,  1 8 ,  19,  
22) . He t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  during h i s  movement through My L a i  ( 4 )  
he radioed h i s  p la toon l e a d e r  concerning a l l  t h e  bodies  
he saw. H e  a t  f i r s t  thought gunships had done t h e  f i r i n g ,  
b u t  l a t e r  opined t h a t  someone had gone through and done t h e  
shoot ing (pgs.  4 2 - 4 4 ) .  He a s s e r t e d  t h a t  he never  rece ived  
a r eques t  t o  breakdown t h e  bodies s h o t  i n t o  c a t e g o r i e s ,  
and added t h a t  he d i d  no t  r e c a l l  v o l u n t e e r i q t h e  information 
(pgs. 4 4 ,  46) . H e  t e s t i f i e d  f u r t h e r  t h a t  he d i d  n o t  s e e  any 
dead l i v e s t o c k ,  except  f o r  some pigs .  He noted t h a t  h i s  
squad d i d  n o t  have t h e  duty t o  des t roy  t h e  food supply 
( P ~ S  24, 2 5 ) .  The bodies  seen were of e l d e r l y  men, 
c h i l d r e n ,  and women, a t o t a l  of about 30 t o  40 bodies  i n  a l l  
(pgs.  2 9 ,  30) . He noted t h a t  he had seen Captain MEDINA i n  
t h e  c e n t e r  of t h e  v i l l a g e  around t e n  o r  e leven o ' c lock  (pg. 26) 
The witness  s t a t e d  t h a t  he r e c a l l e d  t h e  cease f i r e  o r d e r ,  
saying t h a t  i t  d i d  n o t  a f f e c t  h i s  squad. He added t h a t  he 
never heard any explanat ion  f o r  t h i s  o rde r  being given 
(pg. 3 6 ) .  
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b. L a t e r  ac t ions  of  t h e  opera t ion .  

The wi tness  s t a t e d  t h a t  a f t e r  leaving  My Lai ( 4 )  ,
t h e  company moved t o  t h e  northwest through My ~ a i  (5)  
(pg. 3 0 ) .  H e  noted t h a t  Nat ional  Po l i ce  would be along 
t o  i n t e r r o g a t e  de ta inees ,  although he s t a t e d  he d i d  n o t  
r e c a l l  s ee ing  any of them a t  t h e  n i g h t  l aager  p o s i t i o n  
(pgs. 9 ,  32) . Although t h e r e  was burning of  hootehes 
a t  My Lai  ( 4 ) ,  he s t a t e d  t h a t  he saw no burning on t h e  
fol lowing days (pgs. 2 2 ,  33) . 

c. p r i s o n e r s .  

The wi tness  recounted t h a t  when h i s  platoon had 
moved t o  t h e  nor th  on t h e  16 th ,  they had encountered one 
suspec t  who was s n t  back t o  t h e  p la toon l eader .  He s t a t e d  
t h a t  he d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  t h e  d i s p o s i t i o n  of t h e  p r i soner  
(pg. 28). 

3. INQUIRIES CONCERNING 'THE ASSAULT. 

The wi tness  s t a t e d  t h a t  he d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  anyone 
questi.oning t h e  men on t h e i r  r e t u r n  t o  Landing Zone Dot t i e  
(pg. 35) .  H e  f u r t h e r  noted t h a t  he d i d  not  r e c a l l  Captain 

MEDTNA c a l l i n g  t h e  company t o g e t h e r  and t e l l i n g  them of an 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  (pg. 35 ) .  H e  added t h a t  he w a s  never quest ioned 
about t h e  a s s a u l t  while he was Gi th  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  (pg. 39) .  

(HODGES) 3 SUM APP T-82 
FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



i 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


EXHIBITS 


EXHIBIT 

NUMBER 


P 2 

thru 

P-25 


-
P-27 

thrv 

P-42 


P-56 

thru 

P-70 


-

DESCRIPTION
. -

Misce1laneo.u~ Scenes 


Mi scel laneous Scene 


Miscellaneous Scenes 


Miscellaneous Scenes 


Aerial photo of the My 

L a i  ( 4 1  area 

Map 6739 I1 


NOTES--
None recognized by 
the witness. 

LZ Dottle recognize. 

by the witness. 

Not recognlzed by 

the witness. 


- .  
NO^ recognlzea ~y 
the- witness. 

Marked by witness. 


Shown to witness. 


. 

PAGES 


13 


28 


2 8 


28 


2,13-

17,19, 

23,26, 

29,45 


13,28 


(HODGES) 4 SUM APP T-82 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 




FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1431 h o u r s ,  29 
December 1969,  a t  Headquar ters ,  MACV, Republ ic  of Vietnam.) 

10: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR: The fo l lowing  pe r sons  are p r e s e n t :  LTG PEERS, 
MR MACCRATE, MR WALSH, CDR DAVIS, and MAJ LYNN.  

S i r ,  t h e  n e x t  w i t n e s s  i s  Sergeant  Kenneth L. 
HODGES. 

(SSG HODGES was c a l l e d  as a w i t n e s s ,  was sworn, 
and t e s t i f i e d  as fo l lows: )  

Se rgean t  HODGES, w i l l  you s t a t e  your  f u l l  name, 
g rade ,  S o c i a l  S e c u r i t y  number, branch of s e r v i c e ,  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  
and s t a t i o n ?  

A. Kenneth L. HODGES, S t a f f  Sergeant  E-6, Company A,  
5 t h  B a t t a l i o n ,  60th  I n f a n t r y ,  3d Brigade,  9 t h  I n f a n t r y  ~ i v i -  
s i o n ,  Ro Khien, South Vietnam. . . 

10: Sergeant  HODGES, b e f o r e  we beg in  any ques t ion -  
i n g ,  1'11 ask Commander DAVIS t o  adv i se  you concerning 
c e r t a i n  m z i t t e r s .  

CDR DAVIS: Se rgean t  HODGES, i n fo rma t ion  has  been made a v a i l -  
able t h a t  causes  you t o  be made a s u s p e c t  of  t h e  fo l lowing  
o f f e n s e s  under t h e  Uniform Code of  M i l i t a r y  J u s t i c e :  

(1) r a p e ,  on March 1 6 ,  1968, i n  v i o l a t i o n  of  
A r t i c l e  120 of  t h e  Uniform Code; 

(2) wrongful  d e s t r u c t i o n  of p r o p e r t y ,  i n  v i o l a t i o n  
of A r t i c l e  109; and 

( 3 )  w i l l f u l  k i l l i n g  of  unarmed c i v i l i a n s ,  i n  
v i o l a t i o n  of  A r t i c l e  118,  Uniform Code of  M i l i t a r y  J u s t i c e .  

Now b e f o r e  any q u e s t i o n s  are asked of  you,  you 
must have an unders tanding  o f  your  r i g h t s :  

(1) you have t h e  r i g h t  t o  remain s i l e n t ,  

( 2 )  any s t a t emen t  you make may be used as ev id-
ence a g a i n s t  you i n  a c r i m i n a l  t r i a l ,  and 
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( 3 )  you have t h e  r i g h t  t o  c o n s u l t  w i t h  counse l ,  
a q u a l i f i e d  lawyer ,  and t o  have such counse l  p r e s e n t  w i t h  
you du r ing  your  q u e s t i o n i n g .  You may r e t a i n  counse l  a t % y o u r  
own expense o r  counse l  w i l l  be appoin ted  f o r  you a t  no expense 
t o  you. Inasmuch a s  you a r e  s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  Uniform Code of  
M i l i t a r y  J u s t i c e ,  appoin ted  counse l  may be m i l i t a r y  counse l  
of your own s e l e c t i o n  i f  he i s  reasonably  a v a i l a b l e .  

Even i f  you dec ide  t o  answer q u e s t i o n s  now, 
w i thou t  having counse l ,  you may s t o p  answering q u e s t i o n s  a t  
any t ime.  You may a l s o  r e q u e s t  counse l  a t  any t i m e  d u r i n g  
t h e  ques t ion ing .  

Now, do you unders tand  t h i s ?  

A. I unders tand ,  sir.  

Q And do you have any q u e s t i o n s  o r  want any f u r -
t h e r  exp lana t ion?  

A. No, .sir. The e x p l a n a t i o n  i s  s a t i s f a c t o r y .  

Q Do you want counse l?  

A. A t  t h i s  t i m e ,  no ,  sir. 

Q A l l  r i g h t .  Do you want t o  make a s t a t e m e n t  and 
answer q u e s t i o n s ?  

A. 1'11 answer q u e s t i s n s ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  wish  t o  make 
a s t a t e m e n t ,  sir.  

Q A l l  r i g h t .  

I0 : Sergean t  HODGES, t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was d i r e c t e d  
j o i n t l y  by t h e  S e c r e t a r y  of t h e  Army, S e c r e t a r y  RESOR, and 
by t h e  Chief o f  S t a f f  of  t h e  United S t a t e s  Army f o r  t h e  pur-
pose of de te rmin ing  t h e  f a c t s  and making f i n d i n g s  concerning 
two t h i n g s :  

(1) t h e  adequacy of  p r i o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  and 
i n q u i r i e s  i n t o  and subsequent  reviews and r e p o r t s  w i t h i n  t h e  
cha in  of command of what is now commonly r e f e r r e d  t o  as t h e  
My La i  i n c i d e n t  of 16 March 1968; and 

( 2 )  t h e  p o s s i b l e  suppress ion  of i n fo rma t ion  by 
any person  who had a  du ty  t o  r e p o r t  and t o  f u r n i s h  in fo rma t ion  
concerning t h i s  i n c i d e n t .  
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This  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i s  no t  being conducted t o  in -  

v e s t i g a t e  a l l  t h e  f a c t s  and circumstances as  t o  what happened 

a t  My Lai .  I t  i s  d i r e c t e d  a t  those  s p e c i f i c  purposes of 

which I have j u s t  s t a t e 2 .  


I have had made a v a i l a b l e  t o  me, and I have reviewed 
p r i o r  o f f i c i a l  s ta tements  obta ined  i n  o t h e r  o f f i c i a l  inves-  
t i g a t i o n s  of t h e  My Lai i n c i d e n t ,  inc luding  t h e  s ta tement  
which you have made. 

A. . Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q - Your testimony t h i s  af ternoon w i l l  be taken 

under oa th .  A verbatim t r a n s c r i p t  w i l l  be prepared.  A t a p e  

recording  i s  being made i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  verbatim no tes  

which a r e  being taken by t h e  r e p o r t e r .  


Although t h e  genera l  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of t h i s  r e - 

p o r t  w i l l  be c o n f i d e n t i a l ,  it i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h e  testimony 

o r  a t  l e a s t  c e r t a i n  p a r t s  of it may l a t e r  become a  mat ter  of 

p u b l i c  knowledge. 


Now, here  with me today a r e  s e v e r a l  o t h e r  people 
who may ask you ques t ions .  On my immediate l e f t  i s  M r .  
MACCRATE, and on my r i g h t  i s  M r .  WALSH. M r .  MACCRATE and 
M r .  WALSi-3 have volunteered t h e i r  s e r v i c e s  t o  t h e  Secre tary  
of t h e  Army t o  se rve  a s  a s s i s t a n t s  t o  me and a l s o  t o  pro- 
v ide  l e g a l  counsel t o  me i n  t h e  conduct of t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  
And they ,  t o o ,  w i l l  have t h e  a u t h o r i t y  t o  ask ques t ions  of 
you t h i s  a f te rnoon.  

However, I should p o i n t  o u t  t o  you t h a t  i n  t h e  

f i n a l  a n a l y s i s ,  I have t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of weighing t h e  

evidence and making t h e  f i n a l  f ind ings  and recommendations. 


I n  c l o s i n g  I would say t h a t  you a r e  d i r e c t e d  no t  
) t o  d i scuss  your testimony wi th  o t h e r s  except  i n  t h e  preform- 
ance of o f f i c i a l  duty o r  a s  you may be requ i red  t o  do s o  
before  a competent j u d i c i a l ,  l e g i s l a t i v e ,  o r  admin i s t r a t ive  
body. I make t h i s  s ta tement  s o  t h a t  i n  t h e  event  you must 
appear i n  a t r i a l  by cour t -mar t i a l ,  o r  a s  a  wi tness ,  o r  i n  
t h e  event  you may be c a l l e d  be fo re  an i n v e s t i g a t i n g  committee 
of t h e  Congress, t h e s e  would be allowed. But I do no t  expect  
t h a t  you would go around t a l k i n g  about t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
wi th  members of your command o r  o t h e r  people o u t s i d e  of 
o f f i c i a l  d u t i e s .  
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Do you have any q u e s t i o n s  on what I have i n d i c a t e d  
t o  you? 

A. No q u e s t i o n s  a t  a l l ,  sir .  

Q Okay, f i n e .  Would you s t a t e  your ass ignment  as 
of  16 March 1968. 

A .  My assignment a s  of 16 March 1968 w a s  w i t h  
C/1/20, l l t h  Brigade,  America1 Div is ion .  A t  t h a t  t i m e  I 
was a squad l e a d e r  i n  t h e  2d P la toon  of t h a t  company. 

Q What squad d i d  you have? 

A. I had t h e  f i rs t  squad,  sir.  

Q F i r s t  squad? F i r s t  squad of t h e  2d P la toon?  
\ 

A. Tha t  's a f  f i r m a t i v e .  

Q And how long  had you been wi th  C h a r l i e  Company? 

A. I had been wi th  C h a r l i e  Company s i n c e  approxi-
mately  October of 1966. 

Q Did you deploy ove r seas  w i th  C h a r l i e  Company? 

A. I deployed overseas  w i t h  Cha r l i e  Company. 

Q And how long  a f t e r  t h e  16 th  of March d i d  you 
remain with C h a r l i e  Company o r  t h e  l l t h  Brigade? 

A. I remained w i t h  C h a r l i e  Company u n t i l  approxi- . 
mately 27 November 1968 when I redeployed back t o  t h e  S t a t e s .  

Q. Since  t h e  t i m e  t h a t  t h e  My La i  i n c i d e n t  has  be-
come a m a t t e r  of p u b l i c  knowledge through t h e  p r e s s  and 
through t e l e v i s i o n  and r a d i o  and s o  f o r t h ,  which took p l a c e  
i n ,  l e t ' s  s a y ,  t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  of September o r  October ,  have 
you had any conve r sa t ion  wi th  any people  of  t h e  t a s k  f o r c e ,  
of  t h e  l l t h  Brigade,  o r  of t h e  America1 Div i s ion  concerning 
t h e  i n c i d e n t  which took p l a c e  t h e r e  a t  t h a t  t ime? 

A. I have not, s i r .  
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Q Now, I would l i k e  t o  t e l l  you, b e f o r e  w e  g e t  
i n t o  an expansion of  t h e  q u e s t i o n s ,  Sergeant  HODGES, t h a t  up 
t o  t h e  p r e s e n t  t ime ,  we have t a l k e d  t o  ove r  4 0  people  who 
have i n  one way o r  ano the r  a s s o c i a t e d  wi th  t h e  i n c i d e n t ,  s o  
w e  have a p r e t t y  good i d e a  about  what took p l a c e  a t  My Lai  
and d u r i n g  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q And w e  have a l s o  r e a d  your s t a t e m e n t ,  s o  t h e  
main p o i n t  t h a t  I ' m  b r i n g i n g  o u t  i s  w e  a r e  n o t  complete ly  
uninformed about  t h e  s i t u a t i o n .  

A. ' I unders tand ,  sir. 

Q Now, I ' d  l i k e  t o  t a k e  you back,  Sergeant  HODGES, 
t o  t h e  day b e f o r e  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  i t s e l f ,  t o  t h e  1 5 t h  of March 
1968, and t h e  b r i e f i n g s  and i n s t r u c t i o n s  which you may have 
r ece ived .  F i r s t ,  were you p r e s e n t  when a b r i e f i n g  was g iven  
by t h e  b r i g a d e  commander t o  t h e  u n i t s  t h a t  were going t o  be 
involved?  

A. I w a s  n o t  p r e s e n t  f o r  a b r i e f i n g  by t h e  b r igade  
commander, no ,  sir.  

Q- Do you r e c a l l  on t h a t  day ,  had t h e r e  been a 
memorial s e r v i c e  f o r  one of  t h e  members of  t h e  command which 
had been k i l l e d  a few days p r i o r  t o  t h a t ?  

A. A t  t h e  p r e s e n t ,  I c a n ' t  remember. There w a s  a 
ceremony, s i r ,  I--vaguely I can remember i t ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  
r e c a l l  e x a c t l y .  

Q. A l l  r i g h t .  This  would have been a t  LZ D o t t i e .  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  

Q. Were you p r e s e n t  when t h e  S2 and t h e  S3 of t h e  
t a s k  f o r c e  i s s u e d  t h e i r  i n s t r u c t i o n s ?  

A. I w a s  n o t  p r e s e n t  t h e n ,  sir.  

Q The t a s k  f o r c e  commander's b r i e f i n g ,  Colonel  
BARKER, were you p r e s e n t  t hen?  

A. I w a s  n o t  p r e s e n t  t h e n  e i t h e r ,  sir. 
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Q Now t h e n ,  w e ' l l  come down t o  C/1/20. A s  a squad 
l e a d e r ,  what i n s t r u c t i o n s  were you i s s u e d  e i t h e r  by t h e  com-
pany commander o r  by your  p l a toon  l e a d e r ?  -
A. By t h e  company commander, we were i s s u e d  i n s t r u c -
t i o n s  t h a t  w e  would go i n t o  t h e  vil lage--we would be  a i r  
a s s a u l t e d  i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  t h e  nex t  morning e a r l y ,  approxi-
mately 0600, g i v i n g  an approximate t ime ,  and w e  w a s  t o  go 
i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  t o  seek o u t  t h e  VC t h a t  were i n  t h e r e ;  t h a t  
t h e r e  would be  no f r i e n d l i e s ,  o r  a s  t hey  s a i d  a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  
no c i v i l i a n s ,  i n  t h e  area, which t h e  company commander s a i d  
he  had been n o t i f i e d  by h i g h e r  of t h i s ;  and t h a t  t h e r e  were--
t h e  pe r sonne l  i n  t h a t  v i l l a g e ,  i n  My Lai  ( 4 )  , (5 )  , and ( 6 )  
were e i t h e r  VC o r  VC sympath izers ;  they  would be c a r r y i n g  
weapons, o r  packs ,  o r  would be h i d i n g  t h e  VC, and w e  were 
t o  go i n  and seek t h e s e  pe r sonne l  o u t  and more o r  less f i n d  
t h e s e  pe r sonne l  o u t .  And t h a t  was it. 

Q Now, l e t ' s  come back t o  t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  a s p e c t  
of it f o r  j u s t  a  minute.  Do you remember anyth ing  be ing  
s a i d  t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  a l l  t h e  c i v i l i a n s  from t h e  v i l l a g e  
would be gone by 7 o ' c l o c k  i n  t h e  morning and probably  
o f f  t o  market? 

A. They s a i d  t h a t  a l l  t h e  c i v i l i a n s  had been 
warned t o  g e t  o u t  of t h e  a r ea .  There would be no c i v i l i a n s  
i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  whatsoever.  

Q. A l l  r i g h t .  

A. There was no mention t h a t  they  would be  gone 
t o  market ,  o r  t hey  would be o u t ,  o r  any o t h e r .  They s a i d  
t h e r e  would be none i n  t h e r e .  They had been n o t i f i e d  t o  
l e a v e  t h e  a r e a .  

Q - W e l l  your impress ion was then  t h a t  when you went 
i n ,  t h e r e  wouldn ' t  be any c i v i l i a n s  t h e r e  and. t h e  on ly  t h i n g  
you would encounte r  would be VC, i s  t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. VC o r  VC sympathizers .  T h a t ' s  c o r r e c t .  

Q W e l l ,  what i s  a VC sympathizer?  I have a l i t t l e  
d i f f i c u l t y  he re .  

A. A VC sympath izer ,  i n  my op in ion ,  would be  someone 
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t h a t  is  h i d i n g  t h e  VC, f eed ing  him, g i v i n g  him rice, 
g i v i n g  him money, o r  g i v i n g  him informat ion  a s  t o  where 
t h e  American t r o o p s  a r e  and o t h e r  t r o o p s  t h a t  are oper-
a t i n g  i n  t h a t  a r e a .  

Q Yes. Would t h i s  i n c l u d e  sma l l  c h i l d r e n  a s  
VC sympath izers?  

A. I wouldn ' t  know e x a c t l y  how t o  answer t h a t ,  
sir. I wouldn ' t  l i k e  t o  make a comment on it. 

Q Y e s .  What w e r e  you t o l d  about  t h e  enemy t h a t  
you might encoun te r  t h e r e ?  Who were t h e y  and i n  what 
s t r e n g t h ?  

A, They s a i d  it would be p a r t  o r  a l l  of  t h e  48th 
VC Regiment t h a t  w a s  i n  t h e  a r ea .  

Q. Regiment o r  b a t t a l i o n ?  

?: Regiment? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  
fQ 
$3 Q *  Y e s .  Now, w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  what you were t o l d  

t o  do: what s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  you as a squad l e a d e r ,  were 

%> 
you t o l d  t o  do by e i t h e r  Capta in  MEDINA o r  your  p l a toon  

J l e a d e r ,  whom I b e l i e v e  was L ieu tenan t  BROOKS, wasn ' t  i t ?  
-4 

A. T h a t ' s  a f f i r m a t i v e .  

.Q Y e s .  What d i d  t h e y  t e l l  you t o  do? 

A. What w e  w e r e  t o l d  t o  do was, i n i t i a l l y  a f t e r  
w e  touched down w e  were t o l d  t o  g e t  up on l i n e  and sweep 
through t h e  v i l l a g e  and seek o u t  a l l  t h e s e  pe r sonne l  i n  
t h e  v i l l a g e  and q u e s t i o n  them, check t h e i r  I D  f o r  auth-
o r i z e d  I D ,  t h e i r  age,  and t h i n g s  of  t h i s  n a t u r e .  

A, ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  To s e a r c h  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  t o  
s e a r c h  t h e i r  hootches ,  t o  s e a r c h  t h e  bunkers  i n s i d e  t o  
see i f  t hey  w e r e  h i d i n g  weapons or anyth ing  of t h a t  
n a t u r e .  

Q Did it go a long  w i t h  t h i s  t h a t  you were t o  
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engage any VC--any armed VC t h a t  w e r e  opposing you? 

A. I t  w a s  s t a t e d  t h a t  i f  we was f i r e d  on- - i t  i s  
a known f a c t  t h a t  i f  you a r e  f i r e d  on ,  you w i l l  r e t u r n  

' 

f i r e  i f  you a r e  s u r e  t h a t  you a r e  engaged by t h e  enemy 
and n o t  by some f r i e n d l y  t r o o p s .  I f  you are s u r e  you 've  
been engaged by t h e  enemy, you would r e t u r n  f i r e .  

Q- Did you r e c e i v e  any i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  d e s t r o y  
a l l  t h e  bunkers ,  burn a l l  t h e  hootches ,  d e s t r o y  a l l  t h e  
c rops ,  and k i l l  a l l  t h e  l i v e s t o c k ?  

A. I was g iven  no  i n s t r u c t i o n s  as t o  t h a t ,  no,  
sir. 

Q What do you t h i n k  t h e  g e n e r a l  f e e l i n g  of  t h e  
men w e r e  i n  your squad and i n  your  p l a toon  t h a t  n i g h t ?  
How d i d  t h e y  f e e l  about  going on t h i s  t h i n g  t h e  n e x t  day? 

A. The n i g h t  b e f o r e ?  

Q- That  ' s r i g h t .  a 
t-" 

A. I n  my op in ion  they  wanted t o  qo back,  t h e y  C\ 
wanted t o  go i n t o  t h e  a r e a ,  t hey  w e r e  e a g e r  t o  go i n t o  
t h e  a r e a  t o  see what it was r e a l l y  l i k e  s i n c e  w e  had G 
o t h e r  u n i t s  t h a t  were--had been i n t o  t h e  a r e a  and had # 
c l o s e  c o n t a c t  wi th  t h e  VC. They wanted t o  go i n  t o  see 
what it w a s  r e a l l y  l i k e  and, I guess ,  t o  see i f  t h e r e  
w-ere r e a l l y  VC dug i n  and t h e  bunkers and t u n n e l  systems 
t h e y  s a i d  were i n  t h a t  a r ea .  

Q Do you t h i n k  they  w e r e  e a g e r  o r  w e r e  t h e y  
r e a l l y  t ensed  up? .. 
A. None of them seemed r e a l l y  t e n s e d  up t o  t h e  
p o i n t  t h a t  t hey  w e r e  a f r a i d .  That  was t h e  g e n e r a l  f e e l -
i n g  t h a t  I g o t  from my squad and t h e  members of  t h e  p l a toon .  

Q P r i o r  t o  t h i s  a c t i o n ,  how many engagements
had you had where you r e a l l y  w e r e  involved  i n  a  prolonged 
f i r e  f i g h t ?  y 

A. I n  a prolonged f i r e  f i g h t ,  I c o u l d n ' t  g i v e  an 
e x a c t  number. I ' d  s ay  approximately  t h r e e  d i f f e r e n t  oc-
c a s i o n s ,  I would s a y ,  s i r .  
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Q *  A l l  r i g h t .  How many c a s u a l t i e s  had you had 
i n  your squad? 

A. Within my squad? 

Q Yes. 

A. Casualt ies--one t h a t  I can th ink  o f .  

Q =  How was he--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  That was from t h e  enemy. We 
had one o t h e r  casua l ty  t h a t  s h o t  h imsel f .  

Q- How was he wounded? 

A. The one t h a t  was wounded by t h e  enemy? 

Q Yes. 

A. H e  s tepped on a booby t r a p ,  sir.  

Q By a mine? By a booby t r a p ?  

A. By a mine--by a booby t r a p ,  yes ,  sir. 

Q I see .  
Fa1 
Qd WR MACCRATE: Sergeant HO~IGES,what d i d  you understand you 
fD were t o  do wi th  these  people a f t e r  you sought o u t  t h e  per-

sonnel ,  found them, and examined t h e i r  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n ?  
What d i d  you understand from your i n s t r u c t i o n s  on t h e  
n i g h t  of 15 March t h a t  you were t o  do with them a f t e r  
you examined them? 

A. Well, we were t o l d  t h a t  we would have National 
P o l i c e  along wi th  us and they- - i t  was my opinion t h a t  they 
were going t o  ques t ion  t h e  people as  t o  what a c t i v i t y  was 
going on i n  t h a t  a r e a ,  o r  they  knew t h e  people,  o r  knew 
some of t h e i r  f a m i l i e s ,  o r  knew more about who should have 
been i n  t h e r e ,  been i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  I t  was my opinion 
t h a t  they  were going t o  ques t ion  them. 

Q. And a f t e r  ques t ioning  them, then  what? 

A. A f t e r  they  quest ioned them, i f  they  had 
quest ioned them? 

Q- Yes. 

(HODGES) APP T-82 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

A. I d o n ' t  know what would have taken  p l a c e  
a f t e r  t h a t .  When I went through t h e  v i l l a g e ,  I never  
d i d  g e t  a chance t o  round up any people  o r  t o  q u e s t i o n  
any because a s  w e  went i n ,  w e  moved through t h e  a r e a ,  and 
w e  were d i v e r t e d  t o  t h e  n o r t h .  We were sweeping toward 
t h e  e a s t .  W e  were d i v e r t e d  t o  t h e  n o r t h  where t h e  choppers 
had k i l l e d  two VC w i t h  weapons. 

Q What d i d  you unders tand  your  i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  
be  if you had encounte red  people?  I ' m  t r y i n g  to--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I f  w e  had encountered people?  

Q - I f  you had encounte red  them. Now I unders tand  
t h a t  on your p a r t i c u l a r  f l a n k ,  you were n o t  encoun te r ing  a 
g r e a t  many people;  b u t  what d i d  you unders tand  your  
i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  be? 

A. To q u e s t i o n  t h e  people--not t o  q u e s t i o n  t h e  
people ,  b u t  ask f o r  t h e i r  I D ,  round them up, and g e t  them 
ove r  t o  t h e  CP where t h e  Na t iona l  P o l i c e  were be ing  held--
where t hey  were--the group t h e y  w e r e  w i t h ,  I mean. 

Q W e l l ,  w e r e  you t o l d  t h e r e  would be some s o r t  
of  c o l l e c t i o n  p o i n t  t o  which you could  r e f e r - -

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Not any p a r t i c u l a r - -

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  What were you t o l d  i n  t h i s  
r ega rd?  

A. I was n o t  t o l d  t h e r e  would be a c o l l e c t i o n  
p o i n t .  I f  w e  caught  any people  t h a t  w e  thought  w e r e  sus-
p i c i o u s  o r  a c t i n g  s u s p i c i o u s ,  t h e y  w e r e  of age ,  m i l i t a r y -
age ,  and d i d  n o t  have IDi t hen  they  would be  c a r r i e d  over .  
A "mama-san," i f  she  looked l i k e  she  was h i d i n g  something,  
w e  were t o  t a k e  h e r  o v e r  t o  t h e  Na t iona l  P o l i c e  and have 
him sea rch  h e r .  O r  "papa-san," we would sea rch  him t o  see 
i f  he had anything.  To s e a r c h  t h e i r  hootches  and see i f  
t hey  had anyth ing  i n  them t h a t  were of a c r i m i n a l  n a t u r e ,  
t h a t  i s ,  something t h a t  could harm u s ,  weapons, hand 
grenades ,  t h i n g s  o f  t h i s  n a t u r e .  

il What were your i n s t r u c t i o n s  so f a r  as what 
was t o  happen t o  t h e s e  people  a f t e r  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  as you 
unders tood i t ?  
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A. I d o n ' t  know what was t o  happen t o  them 
a f t e r  t hey  was ques t ioned .  I f  t h e y  were found t o  be 
VC, i n  my op in ion ,  t hey  would be evacua ted  o u t  back 
t o  some p l a c e  and i n t e r r o g a t e d  l a t e r .  I f  t hey  had 
been found n o t  t o  be VC, t hey  would have been l e f t  
t h e r e .  

I 0  : What was your normal SOP, Sergeant  HODGES, 
when you encountered c i v i l i a n s ?  Would you send them t o  
t h e  company CP o r  would you send them t o  your  p l a t o o n  
l e a d e r  and he i n  t u r n  send them t o  t h e  company' CP? 

A. We would send them--the squad l e a d e r s  
would g a t h e r  t h e  people  and send  them, o r  t a k e  them 
themselves ,  o r  send  a r e l i a b l e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  t o  t h e  
p l a toon  l e a d e r .  

Q - To t h e  p l a toon  l e a d e r  and t h e n  t h e  p l a t o o n  
l e a d e r  was supposed to--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  And then  he would make a 
d e c i s i o n  whether  t hey  should be taken  up t o  t h e  company 
CP . 
Q. Now you mentioned t h e  Na t iona l  P o l i c e  a 
couple  of t imes .  Up u n t i l  such t i m e  a s  you reached 
t h e  l a a g e r  s i t e  t h a t  n i g h t ,  did. you s e e  any Na t iona l  
P o l i c e  t h a t  day? 

A. That  morning b e f o r e  I g o t  on t h e  chopper 
I s a w  some. During t h e  o p e r a t i o n  I d i d n ' t  s e e  any. 

Q You saw them a t  LZ D o t t i e ?  

A. Yes, sir.  

Q. But you d i d n ' t  s e e  them a t  My Lai  (4)? 

A. Not u n t i l  w e  l a a g e r e d  up t h a t  n i g h t ,  no,  sir. 

Q Now t h e n ,  coming down t o  t h e  morning of t h e  
o p e r a t i o n  i t s e l f ,  would you d e s c r i b e  t h e  e n t r y  i n t o  t h e  
o p e r a t i o n  and u n t i l  such t i m e  as you p h y s i c a l l y  s t a r t e d  
going through t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Well ,  we  s ecu red  a l l  o u r  g e a r ,  moved down t o  
t h e  chopper pad,  boarded t h e  choppers--af t e r  a s l i g h t  d e l a y  
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w e '  boarded t h e  choppers ,  and we were en r o u t e  t o  ou r  
LZ where w e  would l a n d  a t  t h a t  t ime.  

Q Which l i f t  were you i n ?  

A. I was i n  t h e  f i r s t  l i f t .  

Q. F i r s t  l i f t ?  

A. Yes, sir.  

Q - How much of  t h e  2d P la toon  was on t h e  f i r s t  
l i f t ?  

A. To my knowledge, I b e l i e v e  a l l  of it w a s .  I 
c a n ' t  say  f o r  s u r e .  

Q Yes. And what d i d  you do a f t e r  you landed? 

A. A f t e r  we landed  I g o t  my squad moving up on 
l i n e  t o  t h e  p o s i t i o n  they  were supposed t o  be i n  f o r  t h e  
sweep. I 

Q And how long  d i d  you w a i t  t h e r e ?  

A. Once we landed ,  we s t a r t e d  t o  move o u t  a t  
t h a t  t i m e .  A s  soon as t h e  choppers had taken  o f f ,  I 
moved my people  up on l i n e ,  and we s t a r t e d  g e t t i n g  up 
on l i n e  w i t h  t h e  rest of t h e  p l a t o o n ,  w i th  t h e  rest of 
t h e  o t h e r  e lement  on our-- to  ou r  r i g h t  t h a t  was 
forming up wi th  us xh ich  was t h e  1st P la toon .  

Q - Well,  a r e  you r e a l l y  s u r e  t h a t  you went i n  
wi th  t h e  f i r s t  l i f t  t h a t  day? 

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q Well,  i f  you d i d  go i n  wi th  t h e  f i r s t  l i f t ,  
then  a f t e r  you reached t h e  d i k e ,  o r  t h e  hedgerow, d i d  
you have t o  pause t h e r e  o r  t o  w a i t  t h e r e  u n t i l  t h e  
second l i f t  came i n ?  

A. Not t h a t  I can remember--

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  The remainder of t h e  2d P la toon  and 
t h e  3d Pla toon? 
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A. Not t h a t  I can remember because t h e r e  were,  

t o  my knowledge, approximately  1 4  s l i c k s  ! -ha t  came i n  

and t h a t  took c a r e  of a l l  of t h e  1st  and most of t h e  2d 

and t h e  CP e lement .  


Q- Well,  you may be r e l y i n g  upon your  r e c o l -  , 

l e c t i o n ,  b u t  t o  t h e  b e s t  of  o u r  knowledge and a l l  t h e  
tes t imony t h a t  w e  have,  it was e i t h e r  n i n e  o r  t e n  
s l i c k s .  B a s i c a l l y ,  i t ' s  n i n e  s l i c k s  t h a t  l i f t e d  t h e  
e lements  i n ,  you see, which wouldns t have brought  i n  
bo th  t h e  1st and 2d P la toon  and t h e  command and con-
t r o l  group o f  t h e  company. 

A. Th i s  i s  something--the b e s t  I can r eca l l , .  

sir'. 


Q. I want you t o  know t h a t  w e  recognize  t h a t  
we ' re  a sk ing  you t o  . r e c o l l e c t  t h i n g s  t h a t  took p l a c e  
n e a r l y  2 y e a r s  ago,  2 0 ,  21 months ago. So I ' m  n o t  
ask ing  you t o  be a b l e  t o  d e s c r i b e  e v e r y t h i n g  down t o  
t h e  l a s t  d e t a i l ,  because w e ' r e  j u s t  n o t  made t h a t  way. 
So w e ' r e  a s k i n g  you t o  d e s c r i b e  t h i n g s  t o  t h e  b e s t  of 
your r e c o l l e c t i o n .  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q- Now, I have h e r e  an a e r i a l  photo  ( ~ x h i b i t  
P-1) , Sergean t  HODGES, of My L a i  . ( 4 ) .  May I a l s o  have 
t h i s  map o v e r  h e r e  p l e a s e ?  

(Recorder hands map, E x h i b i t  MAP-4, t o  t h e  
10.) 

L e t  m e  o r i e n t  you j u s t  a l i t t l e  b i t  he re .  

( I0 o r i e n t s  w i t n e s s  on map and ae r ia l  photo 
by r e f e r e n c e  t o  key t e r r a i n  f e a t u r e s . )  

Now, may I have a marking p e n c i l ?  

(Recorder  hands marking p e n c i l  t o  10.) 

Would you i n d i c a t e  on t h i s  map where t h e  LZ 
w a s  l o c a t e d  and where your  squad f i r s t  took  up i t s  p o s i t i o n ?  

A. The LZ w a s  i n  t h i s  area i n  h e r e ,  sir.  

Q. Would you j u s t  i d e n t i f y  t h a t  by p u t t i n g  LZ on 
it p l e a s e ?  
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(Witness marks on t h e  a e r i a l  photograph 
which i s  l a t e r  r e c e i v e d  i n  evidence a s  E x h i b i t  P- -161 . )  

And  would you t h e n  i n d i c a t e  where, i n  
moving through t h e  v i l l a g e ,  your  squad deployed? 

A. My squad was a long  t h i s  edge h e r e ,  and w e  
deployed--we were moving through t h i s  a r e a ,  approx-
ima te ly  through t h i s  a r e a  h e r e ,  and down through t h i s  
a r e a  he re .  

Q - Would you i n d i c a t e  t h i s  wi th  t h e  number l ?  
L e t  t h e  r eco rd  s o  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e  number 1 i s  t h e  a r e a  
of deployment of  t h e  f i r s t  squad of t h e  2d p l a toon .  

(Witness does a s  r eques t ed . )  

Now t h e n ,  would you d e s c r i b e  what took p l a c e  
a f t e r  you s t a r t e d  moving through t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Well ,  we were sweeping t o  t h e  e a s t  a f t e r  we 
landed.  I n  t h i s  a r e a  i n  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g  on photo)  w e  
encountered hootches  w i t h  people  l a y i n g  o u t s i d e  them, and 
people  i n s i d e  t h e  hootches  t h a t  appeared t o  have been h i t  
w i th  r o c k e t s  o r  79 rounds or-- the  t r e e s  looked l i k e  t h e y  
had been h i t  w i t h  sma l l  arms of some type .  And t h e  people  
were l a y i n g  around and they  were--most of them were dead. 
And they  were p r e t t y  b r u i s e d  up, p a r t s  gone from t h e i r  
b o d i e s ,  arms and l e g s .  

Q - Now you i n d i c a t e d  a--could some of them been 
k i l l e d  by a r t i l l e r y ?  

A. I doubt i f  any of them could  have been k i l l e d  
by a r t i l l e r y ,  because i n  t h i s  a r e a  I d i d n ' t  s e e  any a r t i l -
l e r y  c r a t e r s .  

Q- Yes. You i n d i c a t e d  gunships?  

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q Could some of  them a l s o  have been k i l l e d  by 
smal l  arms? 

A. Small  arms from t h e  gunships because t h e y  do 
c a r r y  7 .62  on t h e i r  miniguns. 

Q. How many gunships  d i d  you s e e  t h a t  day? 
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A. I can1t r e c a l l .  I know t h e r e  -ea.s two. I 
d o n ' t  r e c a l l  i f  t h e r e  was more. 

Q How f a r d i d  you g e t  i n  t h e r e ?  

A .. We were i n  t o ,  I would say ,  t o  approximately,  
wi th in  t h i s  a r e a  and we were diverted--

Q 0 ( In te rpos ing)  Mark t h i s  w i t h  t h e  number 2 ,  
p lease?  

(Witness does a s  requested.  ) 

You had advanced from p o i n t  1 t o  p o i n t  2 ,  
and a t  t h a t  time you were d ive r t ed?  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q- And t o  where were you d i v e r t e d ?  

A. The whole platoon was d i v e r t e d ,  and I was--

Q = ( In te rpos ing)  The e n t i r e  p la toon?  . 

A. The e n t i r e  platoon was d i v e r t e d  t o  t h e  n o r t h ,  
up i n  t h i s  d i r e c t i o n ,  this a r e a  ( i n d i c a t i n g  a r e a  on t h e  
photo) .  I ' d  say approximately i n  t h i s  a r e a  here .  1'11. 
mark it with a 3 .  

(Witness marks a r e a  with number 3 .  ) 

Now i n  t h i s  a r e a  i s  where w e  found two VC 
t h a t  had weapons o r  we found weapons on them, an M - 1  
carb ine  and an M - 1  Garand. 

Q Yes. 

A. They had been k i l l e d  by h e l i c o p t e r  from t h e  
aero-scouts.  

Q Did you n o t i c e  one h e l i c o p t e r  c i r c l i n g  around 
t h e r e  q u i t e  a l i t t l e  b i t  t o  mainta in  c o n t a c t  and t o  provide 
d i r e c t i o n s  t o  your p la toon t o  l o c a t e  those  i n d i v i d u a l s ?  

A. Yes, I did.  

Q Yes. 

FOR 
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A. They dropped smoke i n  t h e  a r e a  and t o l d  us 
t h a t  w e  were t o  move toward t h a t  smoke, t h a t  t h e r e  were 
t w o  enemy o u t  t h e r e .  

Q What t ime o f  t h e  morning was t h i s  now? A s  
you i n d i c a t e d  p r e v i o u s l y ,  Sergeant  HODGES, you remember 
t h i s  as 6 o ' c l o c k  when you s t a r t e d  on t h e  o p e r a t i o n ,  and 
t h a t  i s  probably ve ry  c o r r e c t  as f a r  a s  your immediate 
p a r t i c i p a t i o n .  The f i r s t  l and ing  on t h e  LZ, i n  accordance 
w i t h  a l l  t h e  r e c o r d s  we have,  took p l a c e  a t  0730, so--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  A s  I s a i d  we ga the red  a t  t h e  
LZ approximately t h i s  t ime ,  b u t  I guess  t h i s  was t h e  se t  
t ime w e  w a s  supposed t o  be t h e r e .  Actual  l i f t  o f f  w a s  n o t  
s t a t e d .  

Q. Right.  But a f t e r  you had o rgan ized ,  by l i f t s  
and s o  f o r t h ,  a t  t h e  LZ and by t h e  t ime you took of f - - the  
des igna t ed  t ime was 0730 and t h e  a r t i l l e r y  p rep  l i f t e d  a 
minute o r  s o  b e f o r e ,  s o  t h e  touchdown was a t  0730. Now, 
accep t ing  t h a t  a s  a f a c t ,  and we have r eco rds  and many 
people  t h a t  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  it which would e s t a b l i s h  it 
a s  0730, l e t ' s  say  you p u t  down h e r e  a t  0730, o r  t h e  f i r s t  
l i f t  p u t  down a t  0730, what t ime  was it approximately  t h a t  
you reached p o i n t  3? 

A. Approximately, I ' d  s ay  4 5  minutes t o  an hour. 

Q Would you s o  i n d i c a t e  a t  p o i n t  3 ,  p l e a s e ?  

(Witness d i d  a s  r eques t ed . )  

A l l  r i g h t ,  f i n e .  Now, from t h a t  p o i n t  on ,  
d e s c r i b e  t h e  remainder of t h e  a c t i o n s  of your squad? 

A. A f t e r  we--actual ly  it was t h e  whole p l a t o o n  
moving i n  t h i s  a r e a  a s  I s a i d  b e f o r e .  

Q. Yes. 

A. We secu red  t h e  weapons, took t h e  weapons, -

checked them f o r  o t h e r  equipment, such a s  documents, hand 
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grenades,  and t h i s  na ture .  I d o n ' t  remember i f  t h e r e  
were any found. I w a s  no t  the  f i r s t  one a t  t h e  l o c a t i o n .  
Then we moved on from t h i s  l o c a t i o n  i n t o  t h i s  v i l l a g e ,  and 
we searched t h i s  v i l l a g e .  We g o t  word from the  CO t o  move 
on i n t o  t h i s  v i l l a g e  and search  it o u t  f o r  the  poss ib le  VC 
t h a t  were h id ing  i n  t h e r e ,  o r  VC suspects .  

Q You moved across  t h e  r i v e r  and then you moved 
up i n t o  what shows on t h e  qap as  My Lai ( 5 ) ?  

A .  Negative. I be l i eve  t h a t  is  a v i l l a g e  t h a t  
is no t  shown on t h e r e ,  sir .  It was n o t  My Lai  (5). 
Q- Now I d o n ' t  know. 

A. My Lai  (5)  , t h i s  being d i r e c t l y  n o r t h ,  My 
Lai (5)  w a s  no r theas t .  

a - Yes. We w i l l  r e f e r  t o  the  map. Here is My ~ a i  
( 4 )  ( i n d i c a t i n g  a rea  on map) . You see ,  r i g h t  t h e r e .  And it 
goes r i g h t  up t o  t h e  s t ream, r i g h t ?  

A .  Yes, sir.  

Q. And j u s t  across  the  s t ream, My Lai ( 5 ) .  

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q. Here i s  My Lai ( 6 )  over h e r e ,  r i g h t  on the  
bend over here .  

A. It was not  My Lai (5)  t h a t  we moved i n t o ;  it 
was another  v i l l a g e  which I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  i s  named. T h i s  
is  the  one t h a t  I took t h a t  v i l l a g e  t o  be. 

Q Yes. Frankly,  t h i s  i s  t h e  only v i l l a g e  t h a t  i s  
here ,  and it does g e t  somewhat confused i n  names. 

A .  It was a s l i g h t l y  smal ler  v i l l a g e .  I d o n ' t  
. b e l i e v e  it was loca ted  on a map. From the  previous ques-

t i o n s  I ' v e  had, I ' v e  looked a t  t h e  map, and I d i d  no t  see  
it on t h e r e .  However, t h e r e  was a small  v i l l a g e .  I t  was 
n o t  My Lai (5 )  though t h a t  we moved i n t o .  

Q = Well, what happened i n  t h i s  v i l l a g e ?  I would 
ask you t o  mark t h i s  with t h e  number 4 and t e l l  me what 
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t r a n s p i r e d  i n  t h i s  s u b v i l l a g e  o r  hamlet .  

(The w i t n e s s  marked a s  r eques t ed . )  

A. I n  t h i s  v i l l a g e ,  o r  t h i s  a r e a ,  we sea rched  
t h e  hootches  and t h e  bunkers  t h a t  were i n s i d e  t h e r e  f o r  
weapons o r  hand grenades  o r  any k ind  of documents t h a t  
we could  f i n d  o r  t h a t  might have been i n  t h e r e .  We 
searched  t h e  hedgerows d i v i d i n g  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  hootches  
and the  hedgerows around t h e  v i l l a g e  f o r  weapons t h a t  
might have been hidden i n  them. 

Q Did your  e n t i r e  p l a toon  come up i n t o  t h i s  
v i l l a g e ?  

A. The e n t i r e  p l a toon  came up i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  
t o  t h e  b e s t  of my r e c o l l e c t i o n .  

Q And how many VC d i d  you encounte r  t h e r e ?  

A. I n  t h i s  v i l l a g e ?  

Q Yes. 

A. We on ly  encounte red  one s u s p e c t  i n  t h e r e .  

Q What d i d  you do t o  him? 

A. He was s e n t  back t o  t h e  p l a toon  CP and t o  
t h e  p l a toon  l e a d e r .  What took p l a c e  w i th  him a f t e r  t h e n ,  
1 do n o t  know. 

Q How long  d i d  you spend i n  t h a t  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Approximately an h o u r . a n d  a h a l f ,  I ' d  say.  
P o s s i b l y  two hours ;  I cannot  say  e x a c t l y .  

Q- Well, we w i l l  come back t o  t h i s  v i l l a g e  i n  
a minute.  T e l l  me now what your squad and t h e  p l a toon  
d i d  nex t?  

A. A f t e r  l e a v i n g  t h i s  v i l l a g e ?  

Q Yes. 

A. A f t e r  l e a v i n g  t h i s  v i l l a g e ,  w e  came back and 
jo ined  up wi th  t h e  r e s t  of t h e  company which was s t i l l  

(HODGES) 18 APP T-82 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

i n  My L a i  a t  t h e  time--which was i n  My Lai  ( 4 )  a t  t h e  
t ime . 
Q A l l  r i g h t .  And what d i d  you do then?  

A. W e  cont inued t o  sweep a long  t h e  n o r t h e r n  
. .

edge of  My L a i  ( 4 ) '  u n t i l  we--

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  T h a t ' s  your  squad? 

A. My squad a long  wi th  t h e  rest  of t h e  p l a toon .  

Q. . Y e s .  How many squads d i d  you have i n  your 
p l a toon?  

A. I n  t h e  p l a toon  we had t h r e e .  

Q Three? 

A. R i f l e  squads w i th  two machineguns a t t a c h e d  
t o  a squad. 

9. Y e s .  What was t h e  s t r e n g t h  of your  squad? 

A. The s t r e n g t h  of my squad,  I c a n ' t  remember 
e x a c t l y .  I b e l i e v e  it was seven o r  e i g h t ,  I ' m  n o t  s u r e .  

Q. It w a s n ' t  a f u l l  squad then? I t  w a s  a 
reduced-s t rength  squad? A couple  of r e a l  l i g h t  f i r e  

. ..teams? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. And what t i m e  d i d  you r each  t h e  end  o f  t h e  . . -

v i l l a g e ?  

A. W e  r eached  approximately ,  n o t  e x a c t l y  t h e  
end,  from what I can r e c a l l .  I t  w a s  approximately  some-
where i n  t h i s  a r ea .  

Q .  P u t  a number on t h a t  i f  you w i l l  p l e a s e .  I t  
w i l l  be  number 5.  . . 

(The witness d i d  as r eques t ed . )  

A. I n  t h i s  a r e a  w e  g o t  t h e  word t o  b reak  f o r  
chow. W e  s t a r t e d  t o  p u t  o u t  s e c u r i t y  and t i e  i n  w i th  
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t h e  o t h e r  squad and t h e  o t h e r  p l a toon  who was beh ind  u s ,  
t h e  3d P la toon ,  and w e  had v i s u a l  c o n t a c t  w i t h  them. 

Q Where d i d  you p u t  o u t  your  s e c u r i t y ?  Ind i -
c a t e  it w i t h  a l i n e  o r  whatever  you would l i k e  and mark' 
it wi th  a number 6? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  J u s t  approximately  around h e r e ,  
sp read  o u t  around t h i s  area. 

(Witness marked t h e  s e c u r i t y  a r e a  w i t h  a 
l i n e  and numbered it 6 a s  r e q u e s t e d . )  

Q - W e l l ,  i f  you had lunch t h e r e ,  it would be 
f a i r l y  c l o s e  t o  noontime, wouldn ' t  i t ?  

A. F a i r l y  c l o s e  t o  noontime. T h a t ' s  r i g h t ,  
sir. 

Q Maybe what,  11, 1130, 1 2  o ' c l o c k ?  

A. Right  around 1 2 .  Between 12 and 1230, I'd 
say .  

Q. Yes. So t h e n  i f  you l e f t  h e r e  a t ,  l e t ' s  
say  a t  8 ,  you came up i n  h e r e  0815, 0830, f o r  an hour  
and a h a l f  o r  so .  That  would p u t  back on l i n e  a t  
around 1 0  o '  c lock  approximately?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  And from h e r e  we moved on s lowly  
checking t h e  hos t ches  and these bunkers t h a t  w e r e  i n  t h e  
a r ea .  

Q A l l  r i g h t .  Now t e l l  m e  what you s a w  going
through h e r e ?  And 1 mean I want you t o  now go through 
t h i s  v i l l a g e - -

A.  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Through t h i s  a r e a  he re?  

Q. No. Right s t r a i g h t  through h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g  
a r e a  on p h o t o ) .  And r i g h t  t h e r e ,  I ' d  l i k e  you t o  p u t  an 
X. Now t h e n ,  s t a r t  w i t h  number 7 ,  and anyth ing  you s a w  
going through t h e r e  you d e s c r i b e  i t ,  7 ,  8 ,  9 ,  o r  what-
e v e r  numbers you use? 

A. I c a n ' t  g i v e  any e x a c t  l o c a t i o n  of  a l l  t h i s ,  . 
sir.  
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Q No, I unders tand  t h a t .  

A. I n  t h i s - - a l l  i n  t h i s  a r e a  t h e r e  w e r e  hootches .  
There w a s  something,  seems l i k e  a grave  o r  something i n  
t h i s  a r e a  and rice paddies  around i t ,  seems l i k e  it was 
n o t  p a r t  of t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q. Where d i d  you f i r s t  see a dead person?  

A. It was i n  t h i s  a r e a  he re .  

, 0- . Would you s o  mark it and p u t  down--that 
would be  a number 7 t h e n ,  wouldn ' t  i t ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  . , 

(Witness marked l o c a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  number 7 . )  

Q. Y e s .  J u s t  one person? 

A. I c a n ' t  recal l  i f  it was one or-- I  c a n ' t  
r e c a l l  i f  it w a s  one,  b u t  I know t h e r e  w a s  dead t h e r e .  
P o s s i b l y  it w a s  more t h a n  one,  b u t  I know t h a t  was 
t h e  f i r s t  p l a c e  I saw them. 

Q- W e l l ,  now I j u s t  want you t o  be as a c c u r a t e  
as you can,  and f o r  o u r  purposes  I ' d  l i k e  you t o  t a k e  a 
walk through t h a t  v i l l a g e .  And a s  you go th rough ,  where 
you s a w  something,  j u s t  mark it and d e s c r i b e  i t  s o  t h a t  
w e  can g e t  a p r e t t y  good i d e a  about  what your  squad s a w ,  
f o r  example, you see, and what t hey  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n ?  

A. I s e e .  W e l l ,  it w a s  i n  t h i s  a r e a  t h a t  I 
f i r s t  saw t h e  dead. They were i n  t h i s  a r e a ,  and they  
w e r e  l a y i n g  o u t s i d e  t h e  hootches .  I c a n ' t  s ay  how 
many t h e r e  w e r e .  

Q. One, two, t h r e e ?  

A. P o s s i b l y  t h r e e .  I c a n ' t  s ay  how many e x a c t l y ,  
I can '  t remember. 

\ 

Q - Y e s .  Okay. 

A. And we moved on - -a f t e r  coming back w e  moved 
on through--

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Now, d i d  you run it right up 
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i n  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g  a r e a  on p h o t o ) ,  r i g h t  up i n  h e r e ,  i n  
t h i s  a r e a ?  Did you run a c r o s s  a b u i l d i n g  t h a t  you would 
t a k e  a s  a temple o r  pagoda? 

A. I saw one o f f  t o  my r i g h t  b u t  it w a s - -

Q • ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  How f a r  o f f  t o  your r i g h t ,
would you say?  

A. Not more t h a n  50 t o  75 meters. 

Q Y e s .  I might say  on t h i s  Sergeant  HODGES, 
and I should  have t o l d  you t h i s  b e f o r e ,  b u t  1 i n c h  
e q u a l s  about  100 meters. 

A. Yes, sir.  

Q So a h a l f  an inch  o f f  t h e r e  would be  about  50 
meters.  

A. I t  w a s  approximately  i n  t h a t  a r e a  I s a w  a 
b u i l d i n g .  I t  w a s  p a i n t e d  wh i t e  w i t h  t h e  u sua l  r e d  s t u f f .  
A pagoda o r  a temple? I t  could  have been. I d i d n ' t  g e t  
c l o s e  t o  t h a t  b u i l d i n g .  I j u s t  on ly  saw it from a d i s -
t a n c e ,  from t h e  d i s t a n c e  I was s t and ing .  

Q- Okay. Continue your  p rog res s  through t h e  
v i l l a g e  t h e n ,  i f  you w i l l .  

A. I moved on,  a f t e r  r e t u r n i n g  from t h i s  v i l l a g e ,  
moved on through t h e  v i l l a g e  and i n  t h i s  a r e a  I s a w  person-
nel--saw hootches ,  and t h e r e  were people  dead i n  t h e s e  areas. 

Q. Who burned t h o s e  hootches?  

A. We--my squad set  f i r e  t o  s e v e r a l  of  t h o s e  
hootches .  

Q Who k i l l e d  t h e  people?  

A. The people  w e r e  dead when w e  moved up i n t o  
t h a t  area. 

& 9 What w e r e  they dead from? 

A. From--in my op in ion ,  from what I s a w  t hey  were 
k i l l e d  probably from sma l l  a r m s ,  t h e  miniguns,  o r  from t h e  
doorgunners on t h e  h e l i c o p t e r s ,  o r  p o s s i b l y  from someone 
t h a t  had been i n t o  t h a t  a r e a  b e f o r e  my squad came i n t o  
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t h a t  a rea .  I t  d i d n ' t  appear t o  have been by a r t i l l e r y  
o r  by r o c k e t s  f o r  then they would have p a r t s  gone from 
t h e i r  bodies  then ,  sir. 

Q. Did you see anybody i n  your squad k i l l  
anybody? 

A. I d i d n ' t  see anyone i n  my squad k i l l  anybody. 
Members i n  my squad f i r e d  a t  an i n d i v i d u a l  t h a t  was run-
n ing ,  b u t  I s a w  no one k i l l e d .  No one i n  my squad k i l l  
anyone. 

Q - W e l l ,  mark now wi th  t h e  number 8 where you 
saw t h e  next  set  of bodies  and i n d i c a t e  f o r  t h e  record  
about  how many you t h i n k  w e r e  t h e r e .  

A. I t  was i n  t h i s  a r e a ,  a l l  a long t h i s  a r e a ,  
up t o ,  I ' d  say ,  a t  least t o  around here .  

Q Y e s .  
I 

A. Inc lud ing  t h i s  a r e a  h e r e  where I saw them, 
I would say between 20 and 30.  1 c o u l d n ' t  g i v e  you an 
accura t e  count.  

9 And a f t e r  you passed through t h a t  a r e a  and 
went t o  your ,  you might say ,  assembly p o i n t  where you put  
o u t  o u t p o s t s  and your s e c u r i t y  guards and such,  d i d  you 
see any between t h e r e  and--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Between t h e r e  and t h i s  a r e a ?  

Q. Y e s .  Would you i n d i c a t e  t h a t  b y .  a number 9 ,  
p l ease?  

(The wi tness  d i d  a s  r eques t ed . )  

A t  any t ime, Sergeant  HODGES, d i d  you have 
an assembly o r  roundup of people t o  send t o  your p la toon  
l e a d e r  o r  t o  the--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  A s  we w e r e  moving through t h i s  
a r e a ?  

Q. Y e s .  

A. A t  any t i m e  I d i d  n o t ,  no, s i r .  
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Q. You d i d n ' t  g a t h e r  t o g e t h e r  a group of--

A .  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I never saw a group of people 
t o  g a t h e r  up. The only group of people t h a t  I saw r e a l l y  
was i n  t h i s  l o c a t i o n ,  which I s e n t  two i n d i v i d u a l s  over  
t h e r e .  

Q - Y e s .  

A. A t  least I la ter  on I found o u t  t h a t  t h e  
p la toon  l e a d e r  s a i d ,  "NO, they c o u l d n ' t  be ."  H e  d i d n ' t  t h i n k  
they w e r e  even good s u s p e c t s ,  and he s e n t  them back. 

Q Yes. So t o  t h e  b e s t  of your knowledge, t h e r e  
wasn ' t  anybody h e r e  i n  t h i s  hamlet which w e  have marked by 
the  number 4 ,  t h a t  was i n j u r e d ?  

A. NO,  sir. 

Q - Now a f t e r  t h e  gunships t h a t  w e r e  e s c o r t i n g
the  l i f t  i n t o  t h e  LZ, a f t e r  they had depa r t ed ,  d i d  you 
see any o t h e r  gunships o r  h e l i c o p t e r s  around t h e  a r e a ?  

I c a n ' t  remember i f  t h e r e  w e r e  o r  n o t ,  

MR MACCRATE: Re fe r r ing  t o  t h e  a r e a s  you have i d e n t i f i e d  
with  the  numbers 7 ,  8 ,  and 9 ,  had any o t h e r  u n i t s  who 
were components of Char l i e  Company moved through t h a t '  
a r e a  ahead of your p la toon?  

A. To my knowledge, no t h e r e  hadn ' t .  I r e a l l y  
wouldn' t  know, b u t  t o  t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge I d o n ' t  
t h i n k  t h a t  they had. 

Q. Your o r d e r s  were t o  examine t h e  hootches i n  
t h a t  a r e a ,  and you were proceeding through on the  assump-
t i o n  t h a t  you were t h e  f i r s t  members of Char l i e  Company 
t o  move through t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  s e c t i o n  of t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Tha t ' s  r i g h t ,  s i r ,  

MR WALSH: Sergeant ,  were any of your people g iven  t h e  
job of c u t t i n g  down corn or o the r  food s u p p l i e s ?  

A. NO, s i r ,  

, Q *  How about shoot ing  l i v e s t o c k ?  
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A. NO, sir .  
L 

Q Did any of them do i t ?  

Q.. 

Any of  athe people wi th in  my squad? 

That'  s r i g h t .  

I saw none of them do it. 

Q- Did you see  any dead animals? 

A. I saw some, yes ,  sir. 

Q e .  Lots? 

A. I n  the  a rea  I went through--"a l o t "  meaning 
what, s i r ?  

Q Well w a s  it more--it wasn ' t  an i s o l a t e d  
animal a--

A. ( In terpos ing)  I saw animals dead and I 
cowldn 't say how many. 

Q - What kind? 

A. Pigs .  That was a l l  t h a t  was i n  t h a t  a r e a  
t h a t  I saw. 

I0 : Did you see  any water  b u f f a l o  o r  Brahma 
c a t t l e  t h a t  had been k i l l e d ?  

A. No, s i r .  

Q. Any chickens o r  fowl of any kind? 

A. Not t h a t  I r e c a l l ,  no, sir. I d i d  not .  

Q. During t h e  course of t h i s  opera t ion ,  up t o  
t h i s  p o i n t ,  had you seen Captain MEDINA? 

A. I saw him once i n  t h i s  a r e a  where you spoke 
of the  temple o r  pagoda. He was coming down a small  t r a i l  
and then  he c u t  o f f  on another  t r a i l .  This was the  only 
t i m e  t h a t  I saw him u n t i l  w e  had our  n i g h t  defense p o s i t i o n  
s e t  up. 

Q - P r e t t y  much i n  t h e  c e n t e r  of  the  v i l l a g e  then ,  
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would t h a t  be  a--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  H i s  p o s i t i o n ?  

Q A t  t h a t  t i m e .  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  more o r  less i n  t h e  c e n t e r .  

Q L e t ' s  see i f  w e  can r e c o n s t r u c t  t h e  t i m e .  
Pu t  a number down t h e r e  about  where you t h i n k  you s a w  
Captain  MEDINA and about  t h e  t ime you t h i n k  you s a w  him? 

A. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  t i m e .  I t  w a s  a f t e r  w e  had 
come back--

Q ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  W e  had s o r t  of  f i g u r e d  i t  o u t  ' 

t h a t  maybe you g o t  s t a r t e d  back i n  h e r e  a t  about  10 o r  
1015. N u m b e r  1 0 ,  a long  i n  about  t h a t  a r e a .  

(Witness marks area where he s a w  Captain 
MEDINA w i t h  t h e  number 10 . )  

Could it p o s s i b l y  have been o v e r  about  i n  
h e r e ?  

A. No, sir.  That  I can remember. I t  w a s  up 
i n  t h i s  a r e a  immediately a f t e r  w e  had jo ined  back w i t h  
t h e  rest of the--

Q . ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Y e s .  Le t  t h e  r eco rd  show t h a t  
i t ' s  a t  number 1 0  t h a t  Sergeant  HODGES saw Capta in  MEDINA 
a t  sometime i n  t h e  p e r i o d  10 t o  11 o ' c l o c k .  Would t h a t  be 
a c c u r a t e ?  

A. To t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge, I would say  about ,  
ye s ,  sir.  

Q Okay. Now I would l i k e  t o  ask you one o t h e r  
p o i n t .  While you were doing a l l  t h i s ,  where w a s  t h e  3d 
P la toon?  

. A .  ' The 3d P la toon  w a s  t o  t h e  r e a r  e x c e p t  when 
w e  w e r e  o v e r  h e r e ,  and t h e y  were s t i l l  fo l lowing  up be-
h i n d  t h e  f i r s t ,  and t h e n  w e  came back,  and t h e y  w e r e  s t i l l  
t o  o u r  rear. 

Q They w e r e  s t i l l  t o  your  r e a r ?  
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A. To t h e  b e s t  of  my knowledge. 

Q How d i d  you main ta in  c o n t a c t  w i th  them? 

A. With t h e  3d P la toon?  

Q- Y e s .  
I 

A .  They were--I was behind my squad and I would 
look back--cal l  t h e - - f i r s t  I ' d  c a l l  t h e  p l a toon  l e a d e r  and 
e s t a b l i s h  t h e  f a c t  where t h e  3d P la toon  was. H e  s a i d  t hey  
would remain t h e r e  throughout  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  o r  u n t i l  we 
swept th rough  t h e  v i l l a g e  and he s a i d  t h e y  would--

Q- ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  What would you c a l l  t h i s ,  
v i s u a l  c o n t a c t ?  

A. I d i d n ' t  have--

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  You d i d  have radio--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  More o r  less, r a d i o  c o n t a c t .  I 
d i d  n o t  have v i s u a l  c o n t a c t  u n t i l  w e  broke f o r  chow and t h e n  
I s a w  some o f  t h e  people  i n  back behind us a t  t h a t  t i m e .  

Q Did you s e e  t h e  3d P la toon  o r  t h e  e lements  of  
t h e  3d P la toon  fo l lowing  behind you? 

A. The elements--

Q. K i l l i n g  any l i v e s t o c k  o r  t a k i n g  r e p r e s s i v e  
a c t i o n  a g a i n s t  c i v i l i a n s  o r  any th ing  of t h i s  n a t u r e ?  

A. The on ly  t ime t h a t  I s a w  them was a f t e r  we 
broke f o r  chow, and t h e r e  were a couple  o f  people  back 
behind u s  then .  I s a w  none of  them k i l l  anyone o r  any 
animals  o r  any th ing .  

Q * Y e s .  I have h e r e ,  Se rgean t  HODGES, t h r e e  sets 
of p i c t u r e s  which have been e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  r eco rd  as ex-
h i b i t s .  I would ask i f  you would go through t h i s  f i r s t  set 
of p i c t u r e s ,  which a r e  i d e n t i f i e d  as E x h i b i t s  P-2 through 
P-25, and s e e  i f  you recognize  any of  t h e  s cenes  t h a t  are 
i n  t h e s e  p i c t u r e s ?  

(Witness examines p i c t u r e s . )  

A. I f  t h e s e  were any of  t h e  s cenes  t h a t  I wi tnessed?  
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Q - Yes. I know t h a t  you w i l l  r ecognize  some of 
t h e  people .  I recognize  t h a t .  

Le t  t h e  r e c o r d  show t h a t  Sergeant  HODGES 
reviewed E x h i b i t s  P-2 through P-25 and does n o t  recognize  
any of  t h e  s cenes  d e p i c t e d  t h e r e i n .  Sergeant  HODGES, I 
show you photos  P-26 through P-42 and would ask t h a t  you 
look a t  t h e s e  and s e e  i f  you recognize  any of t h e  scenes  
i n  t h e s e  photos .  

(Witness examines photos  .) 

A. This  one. 

Q Does it have a number on it down a t  t h e  bottom? 

Q Yes, P-26. Is t h a t  LZ D o t t i e ?  

A. J u s t  o u t s i d e  of  t h e  pe r ime te r  t h e r e ,  sir. 

Q T h a t ' s  t h e  pick-up zone a t  LZ D o t t i e ?  

A. I recognize  it a s  such.  

Q. Le t  t h e  r eco rd  show t h a t  Sergeant  HODGES 
reviewed E x h i b i t s  P-26 through P-42 and does n o t  recognize  
any of  t h e  s cenes  p o r t r a y e d  t h e r e i n  w i t h  t h e  excep t ion  o f  
26, which--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I i d e n t i f i e d  as be ing  t h e  land-
i n g  zone a t  LZ D o t t i e  where we w e r e  p icked  up. J u s t  ou t -
s i d e  t h e  p e r i m e t e r  a c t u a l l y .  

Q The pick-up zone? 

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q. Sergeant  HODGES, I now have h e r e  E x h i b i t s  P-56 
through P-70. I would ask t h a t  you review each of  t h e s e  
t o  see i f  you could i d e n t i f y  t h e  scenes .  

(Witness examines photos .  ) 

Le t  t h e  r e c o r d  show t h a t  Sergeant  HODGES 
reviewed t h e  E x h i b i t s  P-56 through P-70 and does  n o t  
recognize  any of  t h e  s cenes  p o r t r a y e d  t h e r e i n .  
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S e r g e a n t  HODGES, I ' d  l i k e  now t o  b r i n g  you 
back t o  your  t o u r  through t h e  v i l l a g e  where you i n d i c a t e d  
d u r i n g  t h e  e a r l y  p a r t  you saw seven b o d i e s  which you have 
i n d i c a t e d  by t h e  f i g u r e  7. A f t e r  you went o u t  on t h e  s i d e  
t r i p  up t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  t o  t h e  n o r t h  and you 'd  r e t u r n e d ,  you 
i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  you 'd  s een  somewhere between,  pe rhaps ,  20 and 
30 b o d i e s  which you i n d i z a t e d  by a f i g u r e  8. 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q* And a l s o  subsequen t ly ,  a s  I r e c a l l ,  t h e  f i g u r e  
you 'd  i n d i c a t e d  you saw maybe t h r e e  o r  such a number o f  

' b o d i e s  which you i d e n t i f i e d  a s  b e i n g  n e a r  your  f i g u r e  9 ?  

A. T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  

Q Now, c o u l d  you t e l l  m e  who t h e s e  peop l e  were? 

A .  They were Vietnamese,  sir.  

Q Were t h e y  armed s o l d i e r s ?  
\ 

A. I d i d  n o t  see any a r m s  on them, sir.  
. . 

Q - No. What w e r e  t hey?  Were t h e y  women, c h i l d r e n ,  
o l d  men, o r  what  w e r e  t hey?  

A.  They were--the p e r s o n n e l  t h a t  I s a w  w e r e  a com-
b i n a t i o n  of  a l l  t h r e e .  

Q A l l  r i g h t .  

A. Most were men and women. 

Q - None o f  them armed? 

A. Old men and women. I d i d  n o t  see any a r m s  on 
them when I saw them. 

Q. Did you see any c h i l d r e n  o r  b a b i e s  o r  any th ing?  

A, I s a w  some. I c a n ' t  recall  how many, b u t  t h e r e  
w e r e  some. 

Q But a l l  t o l d ,  you saw t h e n  somewhere between 30 
and 4 0  noncombatants  t h a t  had  been k i l l e d  i n  you r  t o u r  
th rough  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  
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A. From t h e  b e s t  t h a t  I can r e c a l l ,  y e s ,  s ir .  

Q A l l  r i g h t .  

MI? WALSH: Se rgean t ,  I wonder i f  t h e  p i c t u r e  a t  LZ 
D o t t i e  might have r e f r e s h e d  your r e c o l l e c t i o n  a t  a l l  
whether you were on t h e  f i r s t  o r  second l i f t ?  That  
p i c t u r e  was t aken  by someone on t h e  second l i f t  and 
may o r  may n o t  have been taken  a s  t h e  choppers were 
coming i n  t o  p i ck  up t h e  f i r s t  l i f t  o r  t a k i n g  o f f  
w i th  t h e  f i r s t  l i f t .  I j u s t  wonder whether ,  a f t e r  
having seen  t h e  photograph,  you might r e c a l l  
t h e  scene  t h e r e .  

A. To t h e  b e s t  I can r e c a l l ,  I j u s t  remember 
t h e  a rea .  I s a w  one bunker t h a t  I knew, and I knew t h e  
a r e a  a s  be ing  t h e  l a n d i n g  zone. Which l i f t  i t  w a s  t h a t  I 
was on ,  I s t i l l  b e l i e v e  t h a t  it w a s  t h e  f i r s t .  

Q: A l l  r i g h t .  

Would you d e s c r i b e  your  a c t i o n s  and t h e  
a c t i o n s  of your  squad and p l a t o o n  a f t e r  your  noon break?  

A. A f t e r  t h e  noon b reak ,  we resumed o u r  sweep. 
What I can p i c t u r e  from h e r e  would be nor thwes t  on through 
My L a i  (5)- -

Q - ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )Northwest? 

A. C o r r e c t i o n ,  n o r t h e a s t  on through My L a i  (5 )  
and then  through My L a i  (6), s i r ;  t h a t  a f t e rnoon  s t i l l  
sea rch ing  hoo tches ,  bunkers ,  and t h i n g s  of  t h a t  n a t u r e .  

Q. Did you go through My Lai  (5 )  o r  d i d  you 
cont inue  d i r e c t l y  on ( r e f e r r i n g  t o  p h o t o ) ?  Here i s  
My L a i  ( 4 ) .  Did you con t inue  on t o  t h i s  g e n e r a l  area 
up i n  h e r e  where you l a a g e r e d  f o r  t h e  n i g h t ?  

A. To t h e  b e s t  I can remember, we swept through 
ano the r  v i l l a g e  which I b e l i e v e  was My La i  ( 5 )  . I c a n ' t  
r e a l l y  r e c a l l  a t  t h i s  t i m e .  

Si. Y e s .  

A. W e  swept through ano the r  v i l l a g e ,  which a t  , 
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t h a t  time I assumed was My Lai (5)  and on to--we d i d n ' t  
l a a g e r  up u n t i l  about,  I ' d  say,  about 4 t h a t  af ternoon.  

Q Yes. 

A. That w a s  t he  approximate time t h a t  we g o t  i n  
t o  our  l a a g e r  l o c a t i o n  with another  element. 

Q. When you moved t o  the  e a s t ,  d id  you i n  your
squad o r  your platoon--to t h e  b e s t  of your r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  
d i d  you assemble any VC suspects  o r  de ta inees?  

A. Af te r  we continued our  sweep, t o  the  b e s t  I 
can r e c a l l ,  no, sir.  

Q Yes. Was t h e r e  any i n c i d e n t  of any import-
ance you can th ink  of t h a t  happened t h a t  af ternoon before  
you reached t h e  l a a g e r  s i t e ?  

A. Not t h a t  I can r e c a l l .  

Q e  Did you encounter any VC o r  see  any addi-
t i o n a l  men, women, o r  c h i l d r e n  dur ing  t h i s  time? 

A. I d i d  s e e  some a d d i t i o n a l  men, women, and 
ch i ld ren .  And one of the  o t h e r  elements rounded up 
a couple,  one o r  two people,  I d o n ' t  remember which, 
and s a i d  they looked l i k e  possibie suspects .  This 
was from another  element i n  t h e  p la toon,  and they 
were taken over t o  t h e  CP. I d o n ' t  know what 
happened t o  them a f t e r  t h a t .  

Q. Did you s e e  any more dead women o r  ch i ld ren?  

A. Afte r  we moved on from our  noon break,  no, sir.  

Q. Yes. When you reached your l a a g e r  s i t e ,  do you 
r e c a l l  marrying up with another  u n i t ?  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. What u n i t  was t h a t ?  

A. That was B/4/3 t o  my b e s t  r e c o l l e c t i o n .  

Q. Yes. And you reached t h e r e  sometime about 
midafternoon then? 
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A, Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q- What happened t h e r e ?  

A. W e  se t  up ou r  n i g h t  defense .  W e  r e c e i v e d  
resupply  and dug foxho le s ,  emplacements f o r  t h e  n i g h t ,  
and set  o u t  s e c u r i t y .  

Q Did you see any Na t iona l  Policemen t h e r e ?  

A, A t  t h a t  t ime ,  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  s e e i n g  Captain  MEDINA t h e r e ?  

T h a t n i g h t ,  y e s ,  s i r .  

Q Y e s .  

A. I remember t h a t  t h e y  were t h e r e  t h e  next  
morning. Ev iden t ly  t hey  were t h e r e  t h a t  n i g h t  a t  t h e  
l a a g e r  s i t e ,  b u t  I c a n ' t  remember them be ing  t h e r e .  

Q- You are r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  Na t iona l  P o l i c e  
and/or ARVN s o l d i e r s  t h a t  were t h e r e ,  a r e n ' t  you? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q. How many of  them do you t h i n k  w e r e  t h e r e  
t h a t  you saw? 

A. I would s a y  a t  l e a s t  seven.  

Q Seven? Was t h e r e  anyth ing  else of any import  
t h a t  you can r e c a l l  du r ing  t h e  n i g h t  of t h e  1 6 t h ?  

A. NO, s i r ,  n o t  t h a t  I can r e c a l l .  

Q. Did you see t h e s e  Nat iona l  Policemen o r  
anybody e l s e  i n t e r r o g a t e  some V i e t  Cang s u s p e c t s  t h e r e ?  

a- -What d id  you do on the 17 th?  

A. On t h e  1 7 t h  w e ,  t h e  b e s t  I can r e c a l l ,  w e  
swept t o  t h e  sou th  from o u r  l a a g e r  p o s i t i o n .  W e  swept 
sou th .  
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Q That would be from somewhere here  e a s t  of 
My Lai (1)down southeas t  of H i l l  85 i n  t h i s  fashion? 

A. Yes, sir.  

Q And you r e c a l l  whether any of these  v i l l a g e s  
here  l i k e  My Khe (1)o r  My Khe ( 2 )  were burned? 

A. From what I can ' r e c a l l ,  no, sir.  

Q How f a r  back t o  t h e  nor th  had you re turned  
before  you laagered  i n  f o r  t h e  n igh t  on t h e  17th? 

A. We continued t o  sweep t o  t h e  south and d i d  
n o t  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  nor th  t h a t  I r e c a l l .  We laagered  i n  
t h e  a r e a  of a v i l l a g e .  I d o n ' t  remember which it was--
on t h e  edge of a v i l l a g e  more o r  l e s s ,  an abandoned 
v i l l a g e .  

Q- Yes. 

A. There were hootches s t i l l  t h e r e ,  bu t  t h e r e  
was no one i n  it. Not exac t ly  completely empty, t h e  whole 
v i l l a g e  wasn ' t .  There were one o r  two "mama-sans" o r  "papa-
sans"  s t i l l  t h e r e .  I d o n ' t  remember e x a c t l y  how many. 

Q- When you were moving nor th  on t h e  18 th ,  do you 
r e c a l l  t h a t  a chopper came i n  t o  t a l k  with t h e  company com-
mander, o r  were you with t h e  company command group a t  t h e  
time? 

A. I was never wi th  t h e  command group. I was 
always wi th  t h e  platoon.  A t  t imes he was- i n  t h e  genera l  
a rea  I was i n ,  and I saw him, b u t  never  with him. 

Q. Did you see  a chopper come i n  about noontime 
o r  thereabouts?  

A. To what I can r e c a l l ,  I d o n ' t  remember, s i r .  

Q Y e s .  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  a t  a l l .  

Q Can you r e c a l l  what happened a f t e r  t h a t ?  

A. A f t e r  t h e  18th?  
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Q - No. W e l l ,  I brought  you up t o  about  noon-
t ime on t h e  18 th .  

A. On t h e  18 th .  I ' m  n o t  s u r e  where w e  were. 
A s  f a r  a s  I can remember, we cont inued  t o  move sou th  on 
t h e  morning of t h e  1 8 t h .  We moved sou th  t o  t h i s  area, and 
then  t h e  morning of  t h e  1 9 t h  w e  moved on f u r t h e r  n o r t h .  

Q - You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  hav ing  been p icked  up a t  about  
1 4 0 0  t o  1600 on t h e  a f t e rnoon  of t h e  1 8 t h  and moved back t o  
LZ D o t t i e ?  

A. I ' m  n o t  s u r e  which day it i s  now t h a t  w e  were 
p icked  up. I know t h e  o p e r a t i o n  l a s t e d  4 days from t h e  
16 th .  I t h i n k  it was 4 days.  On t h e  f o u r t h  day w e  g o t  
p icked  up. I t  was--that  I can r e c a l l .  

Q- Why do you say  it was 4 days? 

A. This  i s  what I can recall .  

Q A l l  r i g h t .  W e l l ,  b e f o r e  you w e r e  p i cked  up,  
d i d  Captain  MEDINA assemble a g roup 'and  t a l k  t o  them? 

A. The company? 

Q Y e s .  

A. Not t h a t  I can r e c a l l .  

Q Do you e v e r  r e c a l l  him assembling t h e  group
i n  t h e  f i e l d  o r  e l sewhere?  

A. H e  had a--my p l a t o o n  was t h e  l a s t  one t o  move 
up i n  t h a t  a r e a .  W e  encounte red  two c a s u a l t i e s  moving 
up t o  c a t c h  up w i t h  t h e  r e s t  of t h e  company s i n c e  we had 
been o u t  on a miss ion  where one s u s p e c t  was supposed t o  
show us  a cache of  some weapons, which we never  found; and 
we moved back--moved back t o  g e t  wi th  t h e  company, which 
was a l r eady  then  headed towards t h e  PZ,  and w e  moved back 
and had two c a s u a l t i e s .  They were dusted-of f , and then  
we moved on and connected wi th  t h e  company and wa i t ed  
f o r  t h e  s l i c k s  t o  a r r i v e ,  

Q. Well ,  e i t h e r  i n  t h e  f i e l d ,  o r  back a t  LZ 
D o t t i e ,  o r  e l sewhere  on t h e  1 8 t h ,  o r  a f t e r  t h a t  t i m e ,  
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w e r e  you e v e r  p r e s e n t  when Captain  MEDINA i n d i c a t e d  t o  
t h e  people  t h a t  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  i n  My La i  ( 4 )  on t h e  16 th  
was be ing  i n v e s t i g a t e d  and,  s i n c e  it w a s  be ing  i n v e s t i -
g a t e d ,  t h a t  he  sugges ted  t h a t  everybody j u s t  keep q u i e t  
about  i t ?  

A. That  I can r c c a l l ,  I d o n ' t  remember; sir.  

Q- What k ind  of a h e l i c o p t e r  moved you from . 
t h e  PZ back t o  LZ D o t t i e ?  

A. To t h e  b e s t  I can r e c a l l ,  it was a s l i c k ,  
sir. 

Q It was a s l i c k ?  Could it have been a CH-
47? I f  it had been a 47, would you have remembered? 

A. The chances a r e  t h a t  I would, s i r ,  because 
w e  r a r e l y  were taken  p icked  up by CH-47's. I c a n ' t  
remember. To t h e  b e s t  t h a t  I can remember, it was 
s l i c k s .  

Q. Y e s .  When you a r r i v e d  back a t  LZ D o t t i e ,  
w e r e  you i n t e r r o g a t e d  by anybody, o r  w a s  a group assembled 
and t a l k e d  t o  by t h e  commander? 

A. Not t h a t  I can r e c a l l ,  no,, sir.  

8. You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  Colonel  HENDERSON then?  

A. I r e c a l l  s e e i n g  him t h e r e ,  b u t  hav ing  t a l k e d  
w i t h  him as a group,  I c a n ' t  remember. I don ' t  remember 
a group be ing  c a l l e d  and t a l k e d  t o .  I c a n ' t  remember any-
t h i n g  of t h a t  n a t u r e  happening as w e  came back. 

Q - Y e s .  Now'IFm n o t  t a l k i n g  about  spkaking t o  
i n d i v i d u a l  s o l d i e r s ,  c a l l i n g  them o f f  and s e t t i n g  them down 
a n d . t a l k i n g  t o  them. I am t a l k i n g  about  him addres s ing  a  
group o f  people  and t h e n  a s k i n g ,  pe rhaps ,  some i n d i v i d u a l  
q u e s t i o n s ?  

A. No, s i r .  I c a n ' t  remember an i n c i d e n t  of  
t h a t  k ind .  

r i g h t .  

MR MACCRATE: I would l i k e  t o  back up f o r  one q u e s t i o n ,  
Se rgean t  HODGES, t o  t h e  t i m e  t h a t  you passed  through t h e  
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v i l l a g e  on 16 March and had reached t h e  e a s t  end of  t h e  
v i l l a g e .  Do you r e c a l l  a t  o r  about  t h a t  t ime r e c e i v i n g  
any command t o  a f f e c t  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  g e n e r a l l y ?  

A. I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  I unders tand you what you 
a r e  g e t t i n g  a t ?  

Q. W e l l  do you r e c a l l  t h e  word be ing  pas sed
from your p l a t o o n  l e a d e r  about  what you were t o  do a t  
t h e  t ime? 

A. Not o t h e r  t h a n  break  f o r  chow. This  word 
came down. 

Q But s o  f a r  as your o p e r a t i o n  was concerned 
and t h e  way it was be ing  conducted? 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any th ing .  

Q Do you remember any o r d e r  be ing  passed  about  
ceas ing  f i r e  o r  something l i k e  t h i s ?  

A. I heard  t h e  command be ing  passed t o  cease  
f i r i n g .  

Q And how d i d  t h i s  a f f e c t  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  of your 
p a r t i c u l a r  p l a t o o n  and what you were doing up t o  t h a t  t ime? 

A. Of my squad,  I would say  it a f f e c t e d  them on ly  
i n  t h a t  t hey  had f i r e d  ve ry  l i t t l e ,  and they  w e r e n ' t  f i r i n g  
a t  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  t ime.  

Q - Well,  t o  whom d i d  you unders tand t h e  o r d e r  t o  
be  d i r e c t e d ?  >. 

A. To everybody t h a t  was i n  t h e  company, i n  my 
op in ion ,  t o  cease  f i r i n g ,  f o r  what reason I do n o t  know. 

Q - You d i d n ' t  h e a r  any exp lana t ion  of t h e  o r d e r ,  
any a m p l i f i c a t i o n ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q- Did you h e a r  anyth ing  about a h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t
l and ing  i n  t h e  a r e a  a t  o r  about t h a t  t ime? 

A. No, s ir ,  n o t  t h a t  I can r e c a l l .  

Q. Did you a t  any t i m e  s e e  a h e l i c o p t e r  coming 
down i n  t h e  a r e a  e a s t  of  t h e  v i l l a g e  of My La i  ( 4 ) ?  
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A. A t  anytime dur ing  t h e  day? 

Q Y e s .  

A. No, sir. 

Q You i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  it was your r e c o l l e c t i o n  
t h a t  t h e  opera t ion  l a s t e d  f o r  4 days. Were t h e r e  any 
p a r t i c u l a r  even t s  t h a t  you have i n  mind today t h a t  tended 
t o  d i v i d e  t h i s  opera t ion  i n  such a way t h a t  you thought 
it l a s t e d  f o r  4 days? 

A. Not anything p a r t i c u l a r l y  outs tanding .  I t ' s  
j u s t  t h e  f i r s t  day we moved through t h e  v i l l a g e ,  and we 
rang up wi th  another  un i t .  The next  day we swept sou th ,  
and we rang up nea r  a  v i l l a g e  where I had a p a r t i c u l a r  
d i scuss ion  wi th  t h e  l i e u t e n a n t ,  something about t h e  pos-
i t i o n  I was s e t  up i n ,  more o r  l e s s  a joke a s  t o  where I 
would s e t  up o r  something. It was a personal  joke between 
him and I. And t h e  next  day we moved south and t o  the  coas t  
and then  moved back. And then t h e  next  day w e  moved on fur -
t h e r  n o r t h ,  and then we had t h e s e  suspec t s  t h a t  s a i d  they knew 
where some weapons were h i d ,  and they  l e d  us around i n  more 
o r  l e s s  of a c i r c l e ,  and t h e  company commander--the platoon 
l e a d e r  g o t  word t o  move on and j o i n  back up wi th  t h e  company 
which was be ing  picked up sometime t h a t  af ternoon.  And we 
moved back t o  a l o c a t i o n  which he gave him over  t h e  radio .  
And we moved on back t o  t h a t  l o c a t i o n  and was picked up. 

Q. Now you i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  two c a s u a l t i e s  had 
been dusted-off .  Can you i d e n t i f y  those  c a s u a l t i e s  by 
name? 

A. One I can i d e n t i f y  by name was TREVINO. I 
c a n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  o t h e r  a t  t h e  p r e s e n t .  A l l  I remember 
i s  t h a t  we had t raveled--passed through t h i s  a rea .  They 
were t h e  l a s t  two i n d i v i d u a l s  i n  t h e  f i l e .  We were t r a v e l -
i n g  i n  t h r e e  f i l e s .  They were t h e  l a s t  two i n  t h a t  f i l e ,  and 
one took t h e  booby t r a p  and both go t  shrapnel .  I c a n ' t  remem-
b e r  who t h e  o t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l  was a t  t h i s  time. 

10: This  d o e s n ' t  have anything t o  do wi th  MEADLO? 

A. No, s i r ,  MEADLO was i n  another  p la toon,  and it 
happened somewhere i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of H i l l  85.  That I 
r e c a l l  someone saying  over  t h e  r ad io .  
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MR WALSH: Se rgean t ,  d i d  you t a k e  any h o s t i l e  f i r e s  a t  
t h i s  s p o t  o r  a t  any t i m e  du r ing  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. Tha t  I can r e c a l l  of  my squad i t s e l f ,  I d o n ' t  
e v e r  recall  it r e c e i v i n g  any f i r e .  

Q Did you observe  any o t h e r  squad o r  anybody
else i n  t h e  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. I observed--most of t h e  t ime I observed t h e  
people  i n  t h e  squad t o  my r i g h t  o r  l e f t .  A s  w e  f i r s t  went 
through,  it w a s  t h e  squad t o  my r i g h t .  I was t h e  l a s t  
element on t h e  l e f t - h a n d  s i d e  moving through.  I d o n ' t  
r e c a l l  them r e c e i v i n g  any,  however, t hey  could  have been 
du r ing  t h e  commotion--not t h e  commotion, b u t  more o r  less 
t h e  a c t i v i t y  of t h e  day. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  

10: You know when y o u ' r e  be ing  f i r e d  a t  though,  
don 't you? 

A. Yes, s ir .  I know t h e  c rack  of incoming. Y e s ,  
sir. 

Q I t  d o e s n ' t  l e a v e  much doubt i n  anybody's  mind? 

A. No doubt a t  a l l .  I d o n ' t  remember h e a r i n g  
any. There was none t h a t  was f i r e d  d i r e c t l y  a t  m e .  

Q A l l  r i g h t .  

A. O r  d i r e c t l y  a t  my squad t h a t  I can recal l .  

MR MACCRATE: You i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  when you s t a r t e d  through 
t h e  v i l l a g e  t h a t  you were on t h e  extreme l e f t  f l a n k ?  

A. Yes, sir.  

Q Did you mean a l s o  t o  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  l a t e r  on 
i n  t h e  day your squad moved t o  a p o s i t i o n  f u r t h e r  t o  t h e  
r i g h t  a s  you moved through? O r  d i d  you a t  a l l  t imes  have 
the--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  W e  mainta ined t h e  l e f t  f l a n k  
throughout  t h e  sweep t h a t  day, and t h e  n e x t  day w e  were 
involved ,  more o r  less. I d o n ' t  remember t h e  p o s i t i o n  . 
a t  t h a t  t ime ,  sir. 
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Q- I w a s  t h i n k i n g  of  t h e  f i r s t  day. 

A. The f i r s t  day w e  w e r e  always on t h e  l e f t .  

I0 : I n  t h a t  format ion d i d  you have a l l  t h r e e  
squads on l i n e  o r  two up and one back? 

A. A l l  t h r e e  on l i n e ,  s i r .  

Q A l l  t h r e e  on l i n e .  Se rgean t  HODGES, a f t e r  
t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  was concluded and u n t i l  such t ime  a s  you 
d e p a r t e d  from t h e  b a t t a l i o n ,  d i d  anybody e v e r  ask  f o r  a 
s t a t e m e n t  from you concerning what happened i n  My Lai  
o r  t h i s  a r e a  on o r  about  t h e  16 th?  

A. Up u n t i l  today? 

Q Yes. 

A. On t h e  24th  I was c a l l e d  up f o r  an i n t e r v i e w .  

, Q- No,, I ' m  t a l k i n g  about--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  You mean wh i l e  I was i n  t h e  
b a t t a l i o n ?  

Q - T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  

A No, s i r .  While I w a s  i n  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  I was 
never  c a l l e d  upon f o r  a s t a t emen t .  

Nobody e v e r  asked you any q u e s t i o n s  t hen?  

A. No one e v e r  ques t ioned  m e .  

Q You never  made a w r i t t e n  s t a t e m e n t  o r  gave 
any tes t imony under oa th?  

A. N o ,  s i r .  

Q- A l l  r i g h t .  Now f o r  j u s t  a minute ,  Sergeant  
HODGES, I would l i k e  t o  ask a quest ion--and t h i s  i s  a 
m a t t e r  of op in ion  and a l i t t l e  ph i losophy .  I d o n ' t  
t h i n k  you probably  e v e r  saw anyth ing  l i k e  t h i s  b e f o r e ,  
where you s a w  30 t o  40 women and c h i l d r e n  k i l l e d .  I am 
s u r e  t h a t  it made q u i t e  an impress ion  on your  mind. The 
q u e s t i o n  I would l i k e  t o  add res s  t o  you now i s :  can you 
t e l l  me what ,  j u s t  what caused t h i s ?  What i n  your op in ion  
caused t h i s ?  What caused 30, 40, o r  more women and c h i l d r e n  
t o  be k i l l e d ?  
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A. A s  I s a i d ,  s i r ,  t h e  ones  t h a t  I saw, some of  
them t h a t  I saw was by p o s s i b l y  h e l i c o p t e r  and 5-inch 
r o c k e t  and minigun f i r e .  Others  could have been sma l l  
arms. What cou ld  have caused i t  I--

Q- ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I ' m  n o t  t a l k i n g  about  whether  it was 
caused by a minigun,  o r  a h e l i c o p t e r ,  o r  whether  it w a s  caused 
by r i f l e  f i r e .  I ' m  j u s t  a sk ing  what caused C h a r l i e  
Company t o  do t h i s  t h i n g  t h i s  day? What was i t ?  You 
were t h e r e  d u r i n g  a l l  of  t h e  o r d e r s ;  you were t h e r e  and 
you knew t h e  a t t i t u d e  of  t h e  people .  What caused i t ?  

A. I r e a l l y  c o u l d n ' t  s a y ,  s i r .  I would--I 
c o u l d n ' t  say  about  t h e  a t t i t u d e  o'f t h e  company. 

Q- ~ 1 1r i g h t .  Even r ecogn iz ing  t h a t  you might 
n o t  have,  t h e n ,  can you t h i n k  of  any reason why t h i s  
t h i n g  remained under cove r ,  t h a t  no th ing  was s a i d  about  
it u n t i l  it w a s  f i n a l l y  c a l l e d  t o  l i g h t  i n  t h e  s p r i n g  
of t h i s  y e a r ,  a y e a r  l a t e r ?  

A. I c a n ' t  t h i n k  of any o t h e r  t han  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  
we r ece ived  a  l e t t e r - - o r  t h a t  I heard--I  d o n ' t  know f o r  
s u r e - - t h a t  it was a l e t t e r  of r e c o g n i t i o n  from General  
WESTMORELAND f o r  an o u t s t a n d i n g  job o r  something t o  t h a t  
e f f e c t .  I never  saw t h e  l e t t e r .  I supposed it was pub-
l i s h e d  i n  t h e  paper  o r  it was pub l i shed  t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  
he had w r i t t e n  a l e t t e r  t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n .  I never  saw one. 
Why it w a s  covered up o r  why it never  w a s  uncovered,  I 
r e a l l y  couldn ' t say .  

Q Do you t h i n k  t h a t  g e t t i n g  a commendation, when 
you p e r s o n a l l y  knew t h a t  30 o r  4 0  noncombatants and-zompara-
t i v e l y  i nnocen t  women and c h i l d r e n  had been k i l l e d - -
. . 

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I do n o t  know t h a t  t h e y  were 
innocent .  I know t h a t  t h e y  were women and ch- i ld ren  and 
men., I do n o t  know t h a t  t hey  were i nnocen t  f o r ,  as I 
s a i d  b e f o r e ,  VC sympath izers  o r  VC. I do n o t  know which. 
I say  t h e y  w e r e  Vietnamese. V C ' s ,  i n  my op in ion ,  a r e  t h e  
same a s  Vietnamese u n t i l  he i s  armed wi th  a weapon o r  
u n t i l  you f i n d  something on him t h a t  makes a d i s b e l i e v e r  
of you, t h a t  he i s  n o t  an innocen t  Vietnamese. 

Q* Well, j u s t  because you s u s p e c t  somebody o f .  
be ing  a VC i s  no r ea son  t o  execu te  them o r  t o  k i l l  them? 
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A. No, I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  I s a i d  t h a t .  I s a i d  I 
d i d  n o t  know t h e s e  people  were i nnocen t .  I j u s t - - i t ' s  
n o t - - i t  d o e s n ' t  g i v e  you a  r ea son ,  no,  s i r ,  t o  execu te  

a people  because of your d i s b e l i e f  of what has  o r  has  n o t  
been proved. No, s i r ,  it does  n o t  g i v e  you a r i g h t .  No, 
sir. 

MR MACCRATE: I n  t h e  s t a t e m e n t  you gave a few days  ago 
when you were ques t ioned  by t h e  C I D ,  I b e l i e v e  you re-
l a t e d  t o  MEADLO's  i n j u r i e s  o r  a wound he r e c e i v e d  a dis-
cuss ion  a f t e r  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  concerning people  k i l l e d .  
Do I r e c a l l  c o r r e c t l y  t h a t  you d i d  have something i n  
mind about  some d i s c u s s i o n s  t h a t  may have taken  p l a c e  
among members of  your-- 

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  The d i s c u s s i o n  among members of 
t h e  company o r  members of  t h e  1st  P la toon?  This  i s  on ly  
what I hea rd  f romj the  people .  I t  was heard  t h a t  MEADLO' 
s a i d ,  " I ' v e  r e c e i v e d  my punishment,"  and made r e f e r e n c e  
t o  L i e u t e n a n t  CALLEY, t h a t  you would r e c e i v e  yours  l a t e r ,  
f o r  k i l l i n g  a l l  t h e s e  people .  This  i s  a l l  t h a t  I heard.  
I also hea rd  numerous o t h e r  t h i n g s  which probably  had 
been made o r  commented on,  b u t  t h e y  w e r e  j u s t  numerous 
th ings - -d i scuss ions  going on w i t h i n  t h e  company. A s  
w i t h  an o r g a n i n z a t i o n ,  t h e r e  i s  always a number doing and 
say ing  one t h i n g ,  somebody say ing  a n o t h e r ,  and some o t h e r s ,  
t hey  a r e  n o t  s ay ing  anything.  

Q. Could you t e l l  us about  any of  t h e s e  comments 
t h a t  you r e c a l l ?  

A. Th i s  i s  t h e  on ly  one t h a t  i s  o u t s t a n d i n g  t h a t  
I can r e a l l y  reca l l - -h im s a y i n g  this--MEADLO making t h i s  
s ta tement--or  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  t h a t  w a s  t a l k i n g  t o  m e  s a i d  
t h a t  MEADLO made t h e  s t a t emen t .  

I0 : Did you e v e r  h e a r  r e f e r e n c e  t o  a d i t c h  wi th  a 
l a r g e  number of  dead noncombatants i n  i t ?  

A? To t h e  b e s t  t h a t  I r e c a l l ,  t h e r e  was no re-
f e r e n c e  t o  a d i t c h  w i t h  noncombatants i n  it. No, sir.  

Q- Did you e v e r  h e a r  anybody g i v e  an e s t i m a t e  about  
of noncombatants t h a t  might have been k i l l e d  i n  My L a i  ( 4 )  
on t h a t  day? 

A. An e s t i m a t e  from an o f f i c i a l  sou rce ,  no, s ir .  

. Q- No, no. I ' m  t a l k i n g  about  what you h e a r  i n  t h e  
company and s o  f o r t h  from t a l k i n g  t o  t h e  men. 
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A .  I never  heard  of  an e s t i m a t e .  

Q Do you eve r  remember anybody, L ieu t enan t  BROOKS, 
o r  anybody a sk ing  you how many VC you'd k i l l e d  and t o  re-
p o r t  t h i s  du r ing  t h e  course  of t h e  o p e r a t i o n  i n  My Lai  ( 4 )  ? 

A. During t h e  course  of  o p e r a t i o n ,  any t i m e  t h a t  I 
know--

Q ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  J u s t  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  of My Lai  ( 4 ) .  

A. I f i r e d  on an i n d i v i d u a l  t h a t  was running ,  and 
I r e p o r t e d  it t o  him. This was approximately noontime. I 
asked permiss ion  t o  go check him o u t  because he was running.  
I h o l l e r e d  h a l t .  H e  con t inued  t o  run .  I f i r e d  a warning 
s h o t  and then  f i r e d  .at him a f t e r  he d i d n ' t  s t o p .  And I t h i n k  
I h i t  him. He went down, and I asked permiss ion t o  check 
him o u t .  This i s  t h e  only  one t h a t  I r e p o r t e d .  I was n o t  
asked t o  r e p o r t  o r  I would n o t  ask f o r  a r e p o r t  from o t h e r  
i n d i v i d u a l s .  I t  was ou r  p o l i c y  i f  you had f i r e d  on an i n d i -
v i d u a l ,  you r e p o r t e d  it. I f  you had seen any number of peo-
p l e  t h a t  w e r e  dead,  you would c a l l  i n  and t e l l  them. 

Q. Did you r e p o r t  t h e s e  people--

A. ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )That I s a w ?  

Q These 30 o r  4 0 ?  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q How d i d  you r e p o r t  them? 

A. I r e p o r t e d  as I cont inued  on my sweep of t h i s  
a r e a .  While I was sweeping t h i s  a r e a ,  I c a l l e d  i n  t h a t  I 
had encountered hootches  w i th  s e v e r a l  people  t h a t  had been 
k i l l e d .  They s a i d ,  "What do you t h i n k  it was from?" I 
s a i d ,  "The f i r s t  one,  from poss ib ly  a gunship o r  something 
o f  t h i s  n a t u r e .  " When I g o t  t o  t h e  f a r t h e r  end,  I s a i d ,  
"Somebody has e v i d e n t l y  been i n  t h i s  a r e a  before--could 
p o s s i b l e  have been i n  he re  b e f o r e ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  know, f o r  
t h e s e  seem l i k e  they have been s h o t  w i th  sma l l  arms. " He 
s a i d ,  "Okay, I ' l l  r e p o r t  t h i s  t o  h i g h e r . "  

Q. Were you r e p o r t i n g  t h e s e  a s  VC o r  noncombatants? 
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A. I w a s  j u s t  r e p o r t i n g  t h a t  I had seen  pe r sonne l  
t h a t  w e r e  k i l l e d  o r  w e r e  dead i n  t h i s  a r e a ,  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  
VC . 
Q You made no r e f e r e n c e  t o  women and c h i l d r e n ?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  whether it was a f te r - -whether  it 
was women and c h i l d r e n  o r  n o t .  I j u s t  r e p o r t e d  they  w e r e  
a number of  people  over  h e r e  t h a t  w e r e  dead.  T h e i r  hootches  
were blown a p a r t ,  and t h e  l a s t  i n s t a n c e  where I saw approxi-
mately t h r e e  hootches  w i t h  t h e  people  l a y i n g  o u t s i d e ,  I made 
a mention o f  t h i s .  There w a s  about  f i v e  people  t h a t  were 
k i l l e d  w i t h  s m a l l  arms. They were a l l  men and women. There 
were no c h i l d r e n .  I made a r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h i s .  The men and 
women and t h a t  i s  a l l  I hea rd  from t h i s .  

MR MACCRATE: Did you have a helmet  r a d i o ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q I  You y o u r s e l f  would c a l l . i n  t h i s  in format ion?  

A. Y e s .  

Q- And w i t h  whom were you speaking? 

A. P l a toon  l e a d e r .  

Q Did you a l s o  communicate w i t h  t h e  company com-
mander? 

A. No, s ir .  

Q. J u s t  w i th  t h e  p l a t o o n  l e a d e r ?  

A. R igh t ,  sir .  

Q. What w a s  your SOP w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  r e p o r t i n g  
bod ie s  and KIA's? You had e s t a b l i s h e d  p rocedures ,  d i d n ' t  
you, t h a t  you fo l low when you found bod ie s?  What w e r e  you 
t o  r e p o r t ?  

A. W e  would j u s t  r e p o r t  f i n d i n g  them, what condi-
t i o n  w e r e  t h e y  i n ,  were they--what d i d  you f i n d  on them, 
what equipment,  o r ,  i f  it was asked ,  how t h e y  w a s  k i l l e d ,  
o r  d i d  you engage them, o r  t h i n g s  of t h i s  n a t u r e .  

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY . 

APP T-82 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


Q- So t h a t  t h e  i n fo rma t ion  t h a t  was expec ted  o f  
you d i d  i n c l u d e  whether  you found weapons on them and i n -  
fo rmat ion  t h a t  d i s c l o s e d  whether  o r  n o t  t hey  were non-

. . combatants? 

A. P o s s i b l y ,  ye s .  I mean, p o s s i b l y  it would de- 
termine whether t hey  were noncombatants o r  n o t  i f  t hey  
were found wi th  weapons. Whether t h e r e  were weapons 
found on them o r  n o t ,  t h i s  was r e p o r t e d .  And t h i s  would 
probably determine whether  t h e y  were noncombatants o r  no t .  

Q. 
r e c a l l ?  

How were you given t h e s e  i n s t r u c t i o n s .  . . Do you 

A. This  i s  more o r  less something t h a t  i s  e s t a b -
l i s h e d  a s  a u n i t  o p e r a t e s .  You r e p o r t  your f i n d i n g s  a s  
you a r e  s e a r c h i n g  an a r ea .  Whatever you f i n d  a s  you 
sea rch  an a r e a .  Something t h a t  i s  o u t  of t h e  o rd ina ry .  
I f  you s e e  a "mama-san" chewing b e t e l  n u t ,  you wou ldn ' t  
c a l l  i n  and r e p o r t  t h i s .  Something t h a t  i s  o u t s t a n d i n g .  
I f  you see a  marker t h a t  you t h i n k  might be marking an 
a r e a  t h a t  i s  booby t r a p p e d  o r  something,  you would re-
p o r t  t h i s .  

Q. It was t h i s  k ind  of  r e p o r t  t h a t  you were making 
a s  you walked through t h e  v i l l a g e  and found t h e s e  t h i n g s  you 
t o l d  us  about?  

A. Yes, sir.  

10; Sergeant BODGES, ii-1 your SGP didn' k yo0 d i s t i n -
gu i sh  between combatants and noncombatants? Did you r e p o r t  
b a b i e s  t h a t  were k i l l e d  a s  be ing  VC? 

A. This  w a s  t h e  on ly  t ime  t h a t  I had encounte red  
an a r e a ,  o r  been on an o p e r a t i o n  where I had a c t u a l l y  s een  
people  t h a t  were deacl o r  people  t h a t  were k i l l e d ,  and I 
j u s t  r e p o r t e d  t h e  f i n d i n g s .  I c a n ' t  remember e x a c t l y  whe- 
t h e r  I s a i d - - s t a t e d  t h a t  t hey  were women and c h i l d r e n  o r  
n o t .  I d o n ' t  remember what I d i d  a t  t h e  t i m e .  

Q - Well, c e r t a i n l y  when you walk through a v i l l a g e
o r  move through a v i l l a g e  and you have no o p p o s i t i o n ,  no-
body f i r i n g  a t  you, and t o  r e p o r t  30 t o  40  k i l l e d  wi thou t  
i d e n t i f y i n g  them as noncombatants and s o  f o r t h ,  d o n ' t - y o u  
t h i n k  t h a t ' s  j u s t  a l i t t l e  b i t  o u t  of t h e  o r d i n a r y ?  

A. I t  i s ,  y e s ,  s ir .  
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Q. Not a l i t t l e  b i t ,  b u t  ve ry  w e l l  o u t  o f  t h e  or-
d ina ry?  

A. Yes, s ir .  

MR WALSH: Sergean t ,  t h e  r e c o r d  may be c l e a r  on t h i s ,  b u t  
1I.d j u s t  l i k e  you t o  go through one more t ime and t e l l  m e  
t h e  a r e a s  from which you r e p o r t e d  s e e i n g  dead bod ie s .  

A. The a r e a s ?  

Q. The a r e a s  which you moved i n  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g  on 
t h e  a e r i a l  p h o t o ) ,  w e r e  t h e r e  many? 

A. Approximately, I c o u l d n ' t  make an estimate on 
it. I c a n ' t  remember how many i n  t h e r e .  I d o n ' t  remember 
how many w a s  i n  t h e r e .  I c a n ' t  remember t h e  e x a c t  number 
t h a t  was i n  t h e s e  o r  be a b l e  t o  g i v e  an es t imate - -  

Q- ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Now, j u s t  a minute.  Lek's t a k e  
it one ak a t ime.  When you went through t h e  no r thwes t e rn  
p a r t  of t h e  v i ' l l a g e ,  i n i t i a l l y ,  I b e l i e v e ,  your  f i r s t  t es t i -
mony was t h a t  t h e r e  was some, b u t  n o t  a g r e a t  number, i n  
t h e r e .  Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q- You d i d n ' t  r e p o r t  aily from liere? 

A. There w a s  none. I saw none k i l l e d  o r  none dead.  

Q. And you moved back down i n t o  My Lai  ( 4 )  and from 
t h a t  p o i n t  u n t i l  t h e  t i m e  you g o t  t o  t h e  end o f  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  
can you r e c a l l  approximately  how many dead bodies  you saw? 

A. From a--

I0 : ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Le t  me i n t e r p o s e  f o r  j u s t  a minute. 
Between h e r e  and h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g  a r e a  on p h o t o ) ,  i n  t h e  
v i c i n i t y  of  8 ,  he i n d i c a t e d  20  t o  30 t h o s e  a r e  t h e  f i g u r e s  
t h a t  come i n  my mind. 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

MR WALSH: Okay. 

1.0: And t h e n  he s t i l l  has  a n o t h e r  a r e a  between 8 and-- 
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A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Between 8 t h e r e  was approximately  
20 t o  30. Between 9 and where w e  broke f o r  chow, t h e r e  was 
3 hootches  and, t o  t h e  b e s t  t h a t  I can r e c a l l ,  approximately  
5 i n  t h a t  a r ea .  

MR WALSH: Se rgean t ,  a t  any t ime a f t e r  your i n i t i a l  re-
p o r t s ,  d i d  you r e c e i v e  a  r e q u e s t  from L i e u t e n a n t ,  BROOKS 
o r  anyone else f o r  a s p e c i f i c  breakdown a s  t o  how many 
of  t h e  dead bod ie s  you had r e p o r t e d  were women and c h i l -  
d ren?  

A. That  I can remember, no sir .  I c a n ' t  remem-
b e r  be ing  g iven  such a  r eques t .  

Q - A l l  r i g h t .  I s e r v e d  i n  an i n f a n t r y  company 
myself one t i m e ,  and I f i n d  it amazing t h a t  you appar-  
e n t l y  r e c a l l  n o t h i n g  about  any d i s c u s s i o n s  w i th  anybody 
e l s e  i n  t h e  company a f t e r  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  wi th  r e s p e c t  t o  
t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  of  t h e  1st P la toon .  And I would l i k e  t o  
u rge  you t o  r e c a l l  f o r  u s ,  i f  you can,  any of t h e s e .  W e  
r ecognize  t h a t  it may be complete hea r say ,  t h a t  it may 
have been complete ly  unfounded, b u t  we would very  much 
l i k e  t o  h e a r  any rumors t h a t  you heard  o r  any th ing  t h a t  
people  t o l d  you a t  t h a t  t ime.  What o t h e r  people  may have 
done o r  what-- 

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I b e l i e v e  I s a i d  I r e c a l l  d i s -  
cus s ions  among people .  A s  t o  t h e  n a t u r e  of e x a c t l y  what 
they  s a i d  o r  who t h e s e  people  w e r e  t hey  were-- l ike  I s a i d ,  
t h e r e  were d i s c u s s i o n s .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  each d i s c u s s i o n .  
A t  t h e  t ime w e  moved back t o  LZ n ~ t t i e ,we were q e t t i n g  
o u r  equipment ready t o  move o u t  on ano the r  o p e r a t i o n .  I 
can remember d i s c u s s i o n s  where it was s a i d  t h a t  people  
were s h o t  o r  machineguns were t r a i n e d  on groups of  peop le ,  
and t h e y  were k i l l e d - - t h i n g s  of t h i s  n a t u r e .  Some of  t h e  
people  w e r e  r e l i a b l e  and some of them weren ' t .  A t  t h e  
t i m e  we were g e t t i n g  ready t o  move o u t  on ano the r  opera- 
t i o n .  There was ve ry  l i t t l e  t ime r e a l l y  t o ,  t o  r e a l l y  
d i s c u s s  t o o  much wi th  t o o  many i n d i v i d u a l s .  Being t h a t  
I was a squad l e a d e r ,  I had a squad t o  t a k e  c a r e  of p l u s  
go t h e  CP and g e t  i n fo rma t ion  on what t o  t a k e  o u t  on t h e  
nex t  o p e r a t i o n ,  o r  where we were going,  and when w e  w e r e  
moving. There w a s  d i s c u s s i o n s .  

Q o  
 Now was that d i s c u s s i o n  on ly  wi th  r e s p e c t  t o  
t h e  1st P la toon  o r  d i d  you h e a r  something about  t h e  peo- 
p l e  i n  t h e  3d P la toon ,  a l s o ?  
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A - I h e a r d  some r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  1st P la toon .  
The 3d P l a t o o n ,  some of t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  were t a l k i n g  
about  them. They come up and say  what t hey  saw. 

Q* Say what t hey  saw on t h e  ground, you mean, 
or what t hey  s a w  people  do? 

A. What t hey  saw on t h e  ground,  more o r  l e s s ,  
a s  I can r e c a l l .  It was what t hey  s a w  on t h e  ground. 

Q- Now w i t h i n  t h e  1st  P la toon  what i n d i v i d u a l s  
do you r e c a l l  t h e s e  people  having t a l k e d  about?  

A. . The people  having been t a l k e d  about?  

Q. That ' s r i g h t .  

A. The people  hav ing  been t a l k e d  about  were CARTER, 
MEADLO, L i e u t e n a n t  CALLEY. There w e r e  a couple  more i n d i v i d -
u a l s  I c a n ' t  remember t h e  names o f ,  b u t  t h e s e  w e r e  t h e  more 
common ones .  An i n d i v i d u a l  a c c i d e n t a l l y  shoo t ing  h imse l f  i n  
t h e  l e g ,  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  making a s t a t e m e n t  about  L ieu t enan t  
CALLEY, and L ieu tenan t  CALLEY rounding 'up  t h e s e  people  and 
s h o o t i n g  people  h i m s e l f ,  and o t h e r  people  w i th  machineguns 
s h o o t i n g  people .  I c a n ' t  remember a t  t h e  t ime who t h e  people  
were on t h e  machineguns a t  t h e  t i m e .  

MR MACCRATE: I n  t h e s e  d i s c u s s i o n s ,  do you remember any re -
f e r e n c e  be ing  made, any coinplaints  t h a t  had been made by one 
of t h e  a v i a t i o n  groups t h a t  had been o p e r a t i n g  w i t h  you t h a t  
day? 

A .  Not t h a t  I can r e c a l l ' .  

Q- Any annoyances exp res sed  w i t h  t h e  aero-scouts  
o r  any th ing  of t h a t  s o r t ?  

A. I c a n ' t  remember any,  

10: Se rgean t  HODGES,  b e f o r e  w e  t e r m i n a t e  h e r e ,  I ' d  
l i k e  t o  g i v e  you an o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  make any s t a t m e n t ,  t o  
add any i n f o r m a t i o n ,  o r  f o r  t h a t  m a t t e r  t o  ask any q u e s t i o n  
which i n  your  judgment would a s s i s t  us i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
which we are t r y i n g  t o  conduct .  

A, To t h e  b e s t  o f  my knowledge, I have answered 
t h e  q u e s t i o n s  s i r ,  a s  c o r r e c t  a s  I can.  I d o n ' t  have any 
q u e s t i o n s  t h a t  I would l i k e  t o  ask a t  t h e  p r e s e n t .  A s  f a r  
as comments, I have made--those t h a t  I have made--the corn-
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ments t h a t  I have made have mostly been i n  r e fe rence  t o  
what I saw o r  t h i n g s  tha t - -orders  t h a t  I rece ived ,  o r  

' t h a t  I remember t h a t  I can r e c a l l ,  o r  s ta tements  be ing  
made by o t h e r  people,  and d iscuss ions  which involved 
o t h e r  people and which involved, more o r  l e s s ,  o t h e r  
people involved from 1st  Platoon t h a t  were saying th ings  
about what happened, some i n d i v i d u a l s  from i n  my pla toon,  

, f o r  ins t ance ,  about t h i n g s  t h a t  happened. But I d o n ' t  
have any o t h e r  s ta tement  o r  comments t o  make. 

Q .  A l l  r i g h t .  I'd l i k e  t o  ask t h i s ,  Sergeant
HODGES: We have a s  you know an extremely important  in-  

ves t iga t ion-- 


A. ( In te rpos ing)  Yes, s i r ,  I r e a l i z e  t h a t .  

Q .  Which we a r e  conducting i n t o  t h i s  i n c i d e n t ;  

and I would say f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  of the  br igade  and t h e  

task  fo rce  and f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  of the  Army, a s  you th ink  

over t h i s  s i t u a t i o n ,  a s  you r e c a l l  these  f a c t s  now t h a t  

a r e  being c a l l e d  t o  mind and perhaps added t o  a l i t t l e  

b i t  by what we have t a l k e d .  here  about,  i f  anything comes 

t o  mind t o  add anything t o  t h a t  which you have s t a t e d  

here ,  we would be very happy t o  hear  it. 


-
A. Yes, s i r .  

Q. And we would be most a p p r e c i a t i v e  i f  you'd 

g e t  i n  touch with us. I n  a s i m i l a r  sense ,  i f  you per- 

sonal ly  have any documents, any p i c t u r e s ,  photographs, 

maps, o r  any o t h e r  m a t e r i a l  which may c o n t r i b u t e  t o  what 

we ' re  doing, o r  know where we might f i n d  such t h i n g s ,  

we 'd  a p p r e c i a t e  hear ing  from you. 


A. I f  I come across  any, I w i l l  l e t  you know, s ir .  

A l l  r i g h t .  

(The a e r i a l  photograph apnotated by SGT HODGES 
was received and e n t e r e d  i n t o  evidence a s  Exhib i t  P-161.)  

(The hear ing  recessed  a t  1617 hours ,  29 December 
1969. ) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS : HUTSON, Max D.  , PVT 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 30 December 1969 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: Murder, a s s a u l t  w i t h  i n t e n t  t o  
murder and r ape .  

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: Machinegunner, Second 
P la toon ,  C/1/20. 

1. PRIOR TRAINING I N  RULES OF LAND WARFARE. 

The w i t n e s s  had never  seen  E x h i b i t s  M-2 and M-3, t h e.. 
MACV i n s t r u c t i o n  cards ipg. 3 5 ) .  I Ie receives scme tra3.nl.ng 
on handl ing  PW's, b u t  a p p a r e n t l y  he  r e c e i v e d  no i n s t r u c t i o n  
r ega rd ing  i l l e g a l  o r d e r s  s i n c e  he thought  t h a t  he was 
compelled t o  obey a l l  o r d e r s  (pg.  3 5 ) .  

2 ,  PREOPERATIONAL PLANS AND BRIEFINGS. 

a. Memorial s e r v i c e .  

HUTSON could n o t  r e c a l l  t h e  e x a c t  d a t e  of t h e  
memorial s e r v i c e  (pg. 7 )  . 

b. M E D I N A ' s  o p e r a t i o n a l  b r i e f i n g .  

The w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  have good r e c a l l  of  t h e  c o n t e n t s  
o f  Capta in  MEDINA's p r e o p e r a t i o n a l  b r i e f i n g  (pg.  6 ) .  MEDINA 
did g e t  t h e  company t o g e t h e r  and t o l d  them t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  a 
suspec t ed  enemy b a t t a l i o n  i n  t h e  My L a i  a r e a  (pg. 6 ) .  
HUTSON f e l t  t h a t  t hey  were going t o  run i n t o  something big 
(pg.  7 ) .  The men o f  C/1/20 thought  t h a t  t h e  e n t i r e  v i l l a g e  

w a s  VC (pg. 8 ) .  EUTSON could n o t  r e c a l l  any o r d e r s  t o  
k i l l  l i v e s t o c k  and burn t h e  hootches  (pg.  8). The conno ta t ion  
g iven  " V i e t  Cong" d i d  n o t  i n c l u d e  women and c h i l d r e n .  They 
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d i d  n o t  expec t  t o  f i n d  women and c h i l d r e n  (pg.  9 ) .  H e  d i d  
n o t  r e c a l l  MEDINA say ing  t o  k i l l  everybody(pg.  2 8 ) .  

3 .  ASSAULTONMY L A I .  

a. Du t i e s  and a c t i o n s .  

HUTSON was t h e  gunner o f  a machinegun team con-
s i s t i n g  of h i m s e l f ,  WRIGHT, and HUTTO (pg.  5 ) .  Se rgean t  
BUCHANON was his p l a t o o n  s e r g e a n t  and ~ i e u t e n a n t  BROOKS 
was h i s  p l a t o o n  l e a d e r  (pg.  5 )  . 

C/1/20 was on l i n e .  HUTSON was on t h e  l e f t  f l a n k  
dur ing  the i n i t i a l  a s s a u l t  and sweep of My L a i  ( 4 ) .  F i r i n g  
could be  hea rd  on h i s  r i g h t .  H e  thought  t hey  had made 
c o n t a c t  (pg. ll)., H e  saw movement on h i s  r i g h t  and f i r e d .  
He found he had k i l l e d  a woman coming o u t  of  a t u n n e l  
(pgs.  11, 26, 27) ; he d i d  n o t  look f o r  a weapon (pg. 11). 
They were n o t  under f i r e  (pgs.  11, 1 2 ) .  

I n  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  HUTSON found a weapon, can teen ,  
and p i s t o l  b e l t  on one o f  t h e i r  t a r g e t s  (pg.  1 2 ) .  A f t e r  
sweeping t h e  v i l l a g e  and k i l l i n g  t h e  VC wi th  a weapon, h i s  
p l a toon  swung back around. A t  t h a t  t ime ,  t h e  o t h e r  t r o o p s  
were beginning t o  burn t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg.  1 4 ) .  The second 
p la toon  swept back through and began t o  burn hootches  
(pgs .  17 ,  1 8 ) .  H e  saw CALLEY shoo t  a woman evading 
(pg.  3 0 ) .  He remembered l a a g e r i n g ' i n  a graveyard on 1 6  March 
(pg.  2 0 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  know o f  any s e n i o r  o f f i c e r s  v i s i t i n g  
them a t  My L a i  on 1 6  March (pg. 24) . 

b.  A t r o c i t i e s  i n  My Lai  ( 4 )  . 
HUTSON saw a t  l e a s t  t e n  Vietnamese dead.  H e  

e s t ima ted  t h a t  t hey  k i l l e d  75 Vietnamese (pg. 1 4 )  . H e  s a w  
CROSSLEY walk up t o  a woman and a c h i l d  and shoo t  them 
down (pg. 1 5 ) .  He remembered WRIGHT k i l l i n g  an o l d  man 
d re s sed  i n  wh i t e  w i t h  a cane (pg.  31) . 

I n  t h e  s o u t h e a s t  co rne r  of My La i  ( 4 )  wh i l e  going 
back through t h e  v i l l a g e ,  HUTSON p a r t i c i p a t e d ,  w i th  HUTTO, 
WRIGHT,ROSCHEVITZ, BROWN, TORRES, SIMPSON, SCHIEL, CROSSLEY, 
MAKEY, DELGADO, LwiAKTINA, RODRIGUEZ, CALLEY, and CALLEY's 
RT0,in f i r i n g  i n t o  a group o f  about 1 0  Vietnamese w i t h  h i s  
machinegun (pgs .  15,17,18,26)  . H e  s h o t  a man t h e r e  (pgs .  
18 ,  1 9 ) .  
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HUTSON d i d  n o t  see anyone l e f t  a l i v e  i n  t h e  
v i l l a g e  (pg. 2 4 ) .  When t h e  people  were s h o t  down, he  
regarded them a s  enemy (pg. 2 5 ) .  The Vietnamese were 
k i l l e d  as a response  t o  o r d e r s  (pg. 1 6 ) .  HUTSON d i d  n o t  
remember o r d e r s  coming down t o  s t o p  t h e  shoo t ing  (pgs .  22, 
2 9 ) .  They never  r ece ived  any h o s t i l e  f i r e  (pg.  2 8 ) .  He 
could  n o t  s a t i s f a c t o r i l y  e x p l a i n  why they  k e p t  shoo t ing  
t h e  Vietnamese even though they  were n o t  r e s i s t i n g  and 
were a p p a r e n t l y  unarmed. 

INQUIRIES CONCEmING THE ASSAULT. 

No one e v e r  i n t e r r o g a t e d  HUTSON r e g a r d i n g  My L a i  ( 4 )  
(pg.  21) . H e  d i d  n o t  remember MEDINA warning t h e  company 
n o t  t o  t a l k  about  it (pg. 2 2 ) .  No one e v e r  t o l d  him t o  
keep q u i e t  about  My L a i  (pg.  2 2 ) .  

5. OTHER IEJFORMATION. 
a .  On 1 7  March, he caught  a man and a women and s e n t  

them back f o r  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  (pg.  20) . 
b.  HUTSON never  knew of  anyone having mari juana i n  

t h e  coripany (pg.  2 3 ) .  

c. MEDINA w a s  t h e  best commander he e v e r  had (pg. 2 3 ) .  

d .  The w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  know he  was suspec t ed  of  r ape  
(pg.  2 7 )  and,  f u r t h e r ,  he den ied  it (pg.  2 8 ) .  

e. HUTSON was of t h e  op in ion  t h a t  MEDINA w a s  o rdered  
t o  wipe o u t  t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg. 31) . 
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EXHIBITS 

E X I I I R I T  
NUMBER DESCRIPTION 


"Nine Rules"  
"Enemy i n  

p-3-

P-13 M i s c e l l a n e o u s  Scenes  

P-16 M i s c e l l a n e o u s  Scenes  

> 

P-57 Photo  o f  My Lai o p e r a t i m-
My L a i  o p e r a t i c n  

P-64 Pho to  o f  My L a i  o p e r a t i m  
C o l o r  p r i n t s  o f  SMAIL'S 

P-123 s l i d e s .  

Color p r i n t s  o f  SMAIL'S-
P-126 s l i d e s  

NOTES PAGES 
i X T ~ ~ 2 T e v er 

36 
Wit had n e v e r  
s e e n .  36 

I d e n t i f i e d  PHU. 38 


I d e n t i f i e d  MARONEY.38 
~ e c a l l s  t h i s  
s c e n e  and i d e n t i -  -
f i e d  a s  My L a i  ( 4 ) .  

39 

I d e n t i f i e d  

I d e n t i f i e d  GRIMES. 

I d e n t i f i e d  SMITH. 
Choppers coming 
i n  t o  p i c k  up 

c I p / Z 0-=A-
i n t o  My L a i  ( 4 ) .  
l d e n i l ' m -
SCEIEL, and GRLI$ES. 44 

(HUTSON) 4 SUM APP T-50 


FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 




FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

(The hea r ing  reconvened a t  1445 hours ,  30 
~ e c e m b e r  1969 .) 

MR WEST: The hea r ing  w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  

RCDR : The f6l lowing named persons a r e  p resen t :  MR WEST, 
cOL MILLER, LTC PATTERSON, and MAJ COOP. 

The nex t  wi tness  i s  PVT Max D. HUTSON. 

(PVT HUTSON was c a l l e d  as  a  wi tness ,  was sworn, and 
t e s t i f i e d  as  foJlows :) 

Please  s t a t e  your f u l l  name, grade ,  S o c i a l  Secur i ty  
number, branch of  s e r v i c e ,  o rgan iza t ion ,  and s t a t i o n .  

A. Max Dean HUTSON, P r i v a t e ,  Company A ,  
ISB, TSB, For t  Benning, Georgia. 

COL MILLER: For t  Benning? 

A. R i g h t ,  sir. 

MR WEST: P r i v a t e  HUTSON, before  w e  g e t  i n t o  any ques t ions ,  
Colonel MILLER w i l l  g ive you some information about t h e  n a t u r e  
and t h e  purpose of t h e  inquiry  here  today,  and a l s o  advise  you 
of your test imonial .  r i g h t s .  

COL MILLER: I ' l l  t a l k  slowly,  and i f  you have any ques t ions ,  
you be  s u r e  and ask them. I ' l l  t r y  t o  exp la in  everyth ing c l e a r l y ,  
b u t  t h e r e  s t i l l  may be ques t ions .  Don' t  h e s i t a t e  t o  ask .  

This  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was d i r e c t e d  j o i n t l y  by t h e  Secre- 
t a r y  of t h e  Army and t h e  Chief of S t a f f  of t h e  Army f o r  t h e  pur- 
pose of  determining f a c t s  and coming up with f ind ings  and recom-
mendations i n  t w o  major a reas :  

(1) t h e  adequacy of  previous i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  and i n -  
q u i r i e s  i n t o ,  and subsequent r e p o r t s  and t h e  reviews wi th in  t h e  
chain of command, of what is  now commonly c a l l e d  t h e  My Lai 
i n c i d e n t  of March 1968. In  o t h e r  words, what i n v e s t i g a t i o n s ,  
and what r e p o r t s ,  and what reviews were made immediately a f t e r  
t h e  My Lai  i n c i d e n t ,  and were they adequate,  and 

( 2 )  t h e  poss ib le  suppression o r  withholding of i n -
formation by any person who had a duty t o  r e p o r t  any information 
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t h a t  may have been a v a i l a b l e  t o  them concern ing  t h i s  My L a i  
i n c i d e n t .  

Those a r e  o u r  two major purposes .  I t  i s  n o t  o u r  
pr imary purpose t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  e v e r y t h i n g  t h a t  happened i n  t h e  
v i l l a g e  of My L a i ,  o r  around My L a i ,  on March 1 6 t h  o f  1968. How-
e v e r ,  we a r e  c a l l i n g  many people  and a sk ing  them q u e s t i o n s ,  and 
w e  do go i n t o  t h a t .  

W e  have o b t a i n e d ,  and we have r e a d  s t a t e m e n t s  by many 
wi tnes se s  whose s t a t e m e n t s  w e r e  g iven  i n  o t h e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  
t h a t  had been made; f o r  example,  t h e  I G  and t h e  C I D  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  
i n t o  t h e  P4y L a i  i n c i d e n t .  You have a l r e a d y  been p l a c e d  under 
o a t h ,  and any tes t imony t h a t  you g ive  he re  w i l l  b e  under  o a t h .  A 
verba t im r eco rd  is  be ing  made of t h e  proceedings  by t h e  r e p o r t e r  
and, i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h a t ,  w e  have a t a p e  r e c o r d e r .  

The o v e r a l l  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h i s  r e p o r t  i s  con f i -
d e n t i a l .  However, t h e r e  i s  a t  l e a s t  a p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  some o r  
a l l  of  t h i s  t es t imony may become p u b l i c  knowledge a t  some l a t e r  
t i m e .  

I b e l i e v e  you a r e  under t h e  o r d e r  i s s u e d  by t h e  m i l i -
t a r y  judge i n  t h e  c a s e  of  t h e  United S t a t e s  v. C a l l e y  i n  r e s p e c t  tm 
t o  tes t imony,  a r e  you n o t ?  Have you r e c e i v e d  a l e t t e r  from t h e  O3 
t r i a l  counse l?  

Y e s .  

n 
Y .  Ycn 2:s cr2nrs2 n s t  t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  t e s t i r n o ~ y  t h a t  
you g i v e  i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  w i t h  o t h e r  peop le ,  i n c l u d i n g  
o t h e r  w i t n e s s e s  i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  u n l e s s  you a r e  r e q u i r e d  
s o  t o  do i n  t h e  performance o f  your  o f f i c i a l  d u t y ,  o r  i f  you a r e  
r e q u i r e d  t o  d i s c u s s  it b e f o r e  a competent j u d i c i a l ,  admini-
s t r a t i v e ,  o r  l e g i s l a t i v e  body. For example,  i f  you were c a l l e d  
a s  a  w i t n e s s  i n  t h e  Cal ley  c a s e ,  s u b j e c t  t o  your  r i g h t s  a g a i n s t  
t e s t i f y i n g ,  you c o u l d  tes t imony t h e r e .  I f  you have a 
q u e s t i o n  on t h a t ,  you can seek  adv ice  on it. 

I n  a d d i t i o n ,  you a r e  advised  t h a t  t h e  o r d e r  t h a t  was 
i s s u e d  i n  t h e  C a l l e y  c a s e  s t i l l  a p p l i e s  t o  you even a f t e r  you 
have f i n i s h e d  your  tes t imony h e r e .  You may be wondering whether  
t h i s  o r d e r  w i l l  p r ec lude  you from t e s t i f y i n g  b e f o r e  u s  today.  
I n  f a c t ,  it does n o t .  The m i l i t a r y  judge h a s  r u l e d  your  
tes t imony b e f o r e  t h i s  body i s  w i t h i n  t h e  l i m i t s  of  h i s  o r d e r ,  
and you can t e s t i f y  a s  you o t h e r w i s e  want t o .  

I t o l d  you a few minutes  ago what t h e  purpose  o f  t h e  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was, and I a l s o  t o l d  you t h a t  w e  had r e a d  s t a t e -  
ments by many o t h e r  w i t n e s s e s ,  and we have a l s o  r ead  s t a t e m e n t s  
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you have made. I want t o  adv i se  you t h a t  a t  t h i s  t ime you a r e  
suspec t ed  of  t h e  o f f e n s e s  of  murder, of  a s s a u l t  w i th  i n t e n t  t o  
commit murder, and w i t h  t h e  o f f e n s e  of  r ape .  Before  we ask you 
any f u r t h e r  q u e s t i o n s ,  I s h a l l  a d v i s e  you about  your r i g h t  t o  
t e s t i f y  o r  remain s i l e n t  and your  r i g h t  t o  counse l .  I would 
l i k e  t o  have you l i s t e n  t o  t h i s  very c a r e f u l l y .  

F i r s t  of  a l l ,  you have t h e  r i g h t  t o  remain s i l e n t  
and t o  answer no q u e s t i o n s  whatsoever .  

Any s t a t e m e n t  you do make can b e  used as ev idence  
a g a i n s t  you i n  a c r i m i n a l  t r i a l .  

You a l s o  have t h e  r i g h t  t o  c o n s u l t  w i t h  counse l ,  
and by counse l  I mean a q u a l i f i e d  lawyer ,  and t o  have t h a t  
counse l  p r e s e n t  w i t h  you i n  t h i s  h e a r i n g  i f  you dec ide  
t o  t e s t i f y .  You can r e t a i n  c i v i l i a n  counse l  a t  your  own 
expense o r  m i l i t a r y  counsel  w i l l  b e  appoin ted  f o r  you a t  
no expense t o  you. I n  f a c t ,  i f  you wish t o  h i r e  a c i v i l i a n  
counse l  a t  your  own expense and have m i l i t a r y  counse l  appo in t ed ,  
you have t h i s  r i g h t  a l s o .  You can have them bo th  h e r e .  Inasmuch 
a s  you a r e  s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  Uniform Code o f  M i l i t a r y  J u s t i c e ,  
appoin ted  counse l  may b e  m i l i t a r y  counse l  of  your  own s e l e c t i o n  
i f  such counse l  i s  reasonably  a v a i l a b l e .  Now, i f  you have no 
p a r t i c u l a r  counse l  of  cho ice  and you wish t o  have m i l i t a r y  
counse l ,  we w i l l  p rov ide  counse l  f o r  you. 

A f t e r  I am done,  i f  you dec ide  t h a t  you wish t o  
go ahead and answer q u e s t i o n s  w i thou t  hav ing  any counsel p r e s e n t ,  
you may do s o .  I f  you dec ide  t o  do t h a t ,  you may s t o p  answering 
q u e s t i o n s  a t  any t i m e  o r  you may dec ide  n o t  t o  answer a p a r t i c u l a r  
q u e s t i o n ,  and you may s t o p  a t  any t i m e  and r e q u e s t  t h a t  counse l  
be  made a v a i l a b l e  t o  you. I f  you dec ide  t h a t  you do want 
counse l ,  he  can be p r e s e n t ,  you can c o n s u l t  w i th  him h e r e ,  
and h e  may c o n s u l t  w i t h  you. Now, do you unders tand  what 
I t o l d  you s o  f a r ?  

A .  Yes, s i r .  

Q. Would you l i k e  t o  have m e - go o v e r  any of it aga in?  

A .  No. I ' v e  g o t  i t .  

Q I have two more q u e s t i o n s .  The f i r s t  i s  do you want 
counse l?  

A .  N o .  I d o n ' t  have n o t h i n g  t o  h i d e .  

Q Do you want t o  make any s t a t e m e n t s  a t  t h i s  t ime?  
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You wish t o  answer no q u e s t i o n s ,  i s  t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

I ' l l  answer them. 

Q You a r e  w i l l i n g  t o  have us ask you q u e s t i o n s ,  and 
you w i l l  answer them? 

A. Y e s .  

Q I f  you dec ide  t o  do t h i s ,  I want you t o  r e c a l l  t h a t  
you can d e c l i n e  t o  answer any q u e s t i o n  t h a t  you d o n ' t  want t o  
answer,  o r  you can s t o p  a t  any t i m e  i f  you d o n ' t  want t o  be  
ques t ioned  f u r t h e r .  O r  you can say  you would l i k e  t o  have 
counse l  appoin ted .  You can do t h i s  a t  any t i m e .  Do you 
unders tand  t h a t ?  

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q And unders tanding  t h a t ,  you are s t i l l  w i l l i n g  t o  
answer q u e s t i o n s  w i t h o u t  having counse l ,  i s  t h a t  r i g h t ?  

A .  Cor rec t .  

MR WEST: W e ' l l  have a s h o r t  r e c e s s .  

(The h e a r i n g  r eces sed  a t  1455 h o u r s ,  30 December 1969.) 
CRI 

(The h e a r i n g  was reconvened a t  1 4  58 h o u r s ,  30 December C\d 

196 9 .  ! 

MR WEST: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR : A l l  p r e s e n t  when t h e  h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a r e  a g a i n  p re sen t .  

(The w i t n e s s  was reminded h e  was s t i l l  under o a t h ,  
and he  t e s t i f i e d  a s  fo l lows  :) 

MR WEST: P r i v a t e  HUTSON, what was your  ass ignment  on t h e  1 6 t h  
of March 1968? 

A.  My assignment? 

Q What were your d u t i e s ?  

A. Machinegunner. 

Q What o u t f i t ?  
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A .  Pla toon?  What do you mean? 

Q P l a t o o n ,  company. 

A. C/1/20, 2d P la toon .  

Q - And a t  t h i s  t i m e ,  was C h a r l i e  Company a t t a c h e d  
t o  Task Force Barker?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q And t h a t ,  i n  t u r n ,  under t h e  1 1 t h  Br igade ,  
America1 Div i s ion?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q Who w a s  your  squad l e a d e r ?  

A .  W e l l ,  I c a n ' t  remember, s ir .  

Q How about  your  a s s i s t a n t  gunner and ammunition 
b e a r e r ?  Do you remember t h e i r  names? 

A. My a s s i s t a n t  gunner was WRIGHT, I t h i n k  
it w a s  WRIGHT. 

Q How about  HUTTO? Do you know a man named 
HUTTO? 

A. Right  h e  w a s  my ammo bearer i f  I remember 
r i g h t .  If I remember r i g h t ,  h e  was my ammo b e a r e r .  

Q How about  your p l a toon  s e r g e a n t ?  Do you
r e c a l l  h i s  name? 

A .  Sergean t  BUCHANON, I t h i n k  it was. 

Q Your p l a toon  l e a d e r  was L ieu tenan t  BROOKS? 

A .  Right .  

Q Do you recall  b e i n g  b r i e f e d  by Cap ta in  
MEDINA on t h e  evening of t h e  15th b e f o r e  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  
t h a t  was going i n t o  My Lai?  

5 
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A.  Y e s ,  sir. 

Q Would you t e l l  us what Capta in  MEDINA t o l d  you du r ing  
t h e  b r i e f i n g ?  

A. W e l l ,  he  g o t  t h e  company t o g e t h e r ,  and he t o l d  us  t h a t  
t h e r e  was a s u s p e c t e d  b a t t a l i o n  of NVA o r  V i e t  Cong i n  t h a t  area. 
H e  gave us  t h e  p o i n t s  of o r i g i n  on t h e  map. T h a t ' s  about  it. 

Q - What d i d  he t e l l  you t o  expec t  i n  t h e  My L a i  ( 4 )  a r e a  
when you moved i n ?  

A. What do you mean, s i r ?  

Q. W e l l ,  d i d  he i n d i c a t e  s t r e n g t h ,  maybe, of t h e  enemy? 

A. W e l l ,  he s a i d  suspec t ed  b a t t a l i o n ,  I guess .  

Q A l l  r i g h t .  What were h i s  o r d e r s ?  What d i d  he t e l l  
you t o  do when you went i n t o  t h i s  hamlet? 

A.  He s a i d  t h a t  t h e r e  was supposed t o  have been -- t h a t  
t h e  v i l l a g e  was V i e t  Cong h e l d  o r  something. 

Q. What d i d  he  t e l l  you about t h e  people  t h a t  were l i v i n g  
i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. H e  s a i d  t h a t  t h e y  w a s  --I guess  most of them w e r e  VC, 
I guess.  

Q- D i d  he t a l k  about.  t h e  people  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  The 
people  t h a t  l i v e d  t h e r e ?  

I don' t t h i n k  so.  

Q *  Do you remember a memorial s e r v i c e  i n  t h e  company 
about  t h i s  t ime?  The company w a s  c a l l e d  t o g e t h e r ,  and a memorial 
s e r v i c e  was he ld?  

A. W e  had one,  b u t  I d o n ' t  remember i f  it w a s  t h e  same 
t ime as t h i s  o r  n o t .  W e  had one. W e  had one guy who was k i l l e d ,  
and one was wounded, I t h i n k .  
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Q* I w a s  wondering i f  one was he ld  j u s t  before  t h e  
b r i e f i n g .  We have had some testimony t h a t  t h e r e  was. 

A. I remember t L a t  we had one, b u t  I c a n ' t  remember i f  
it was r i g h t  before  t h a t .  

Q - Okay. Now, i n  t h e  weeks be fo re  1 6  March, had t h e  
company s u f f e r e d  any c a s u a l t i e s  during t h i s  per iod?  What was 
the  combat experience of Char l i e  Company i n  t h e  weeks preceding? 

A. Well, we g o t  caught i n  a  minef ie ld  one t ime. I t h i n k  
we l o s t  18 people and caught a l i t t l e  s n i p e r  f i r e .  T h a t ' s  about 
it. 

Q- Had you been a b l e  t o  come t o  g r i p s  with Char l i e  up 
t o  t h i s  time? Actual ly  p i n  him down and g e t  i n  a f i r e  f i g h t  
with him? 

A. No, s i r .  

Q- How was i t ?  H e  j u s t  kep t  fad ing  away, and you never 
r e a l l y  g o t  t o  him? 

A. Right.  He would, you know, h i t  and run. You wouldn ' t  
see  him f o r  a  whi le ,  and p r e t t y  soon he would pop up again .  

9. You were j u s t  t ak ing  l o s s e s ,  and you weren ' t  g e f t i n g  
any of h i m ?  Is t h a t  t h e  idea?  

. . 

(Witness nods i n  t h e  a f f i r m a t i v e . )  

How d i d  t h e  company f e e l  a f t e r  they  were b r i e f e d  
t h e r e  by Captain MEDINA on t h e  15th? Were they ready f o r  a 
f i g h t ,  o r  were they scared? J u s t  how was i t ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know how t h e  r e s t  of them f e l t .  I f e l t  t h a t  
we, you know, w a s  going t o  run i n t o  something b ig .  I guess every- 
body f e l t  t h e  same way I d id .  You had t o  be sha rp ,  you know. 

Q- You f e l t  t h a t  you were r e a l l y  going t o  be i n  f o r  a 
b i g  f i g h t ?  
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A .  Right .  

Q Was your  miss ion  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  something l i k e  s e a r c h  
and d e s t r o y  o r  s e a r c h  and c l e a r ?  Did you h e a r  any t a l k  l i k e  
t h a t ?  

A.  No, s i r .  I d i d n ' t .  

Q Anything s a i d  about  k i l l i n g  t h e  l i v e s t o c k ,  bu rn ing  the  
hootches ,  t h a t  k i n d  of t h i n g ?  

A. N o ,  s ir .  

Q Do you remember t a l k i n g  t o  M r .  GRAHAM from t h e  C I D  back 
i n  October? Giving him a s t a t e m e n t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q I have a copy of it h e r e .  He quo te s  you a s  s a y i n g
t h a t  Captain  MEDINA t o l d  you t h a t  My L a i  ( 4 )  was a suspec t ed  VC 
s t rongho ld .  That  h e ,  meaning Capta in  MEDINA,  had o r d e r s  t o  
k i l l  everybody t h a t  w a s  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  You "d id  n o t  e x p e c t  1 

t o  f i n d  anybody i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  and when w e  d i d ,  w e  d i d  a s  I 

ordered .  " 
Does t h i s  sound l i k e  what you t o l d  M r .  GRAHAM when I 

you gave him t h i s  s t a t e m e n t  a t  F o r t  Benning? I 

A. Tha t  I hzd s t z t e d  t h a t ?  Yes, s i r ,  I guess. 

Q W e l l ,  t h a t ' s  a l l  r i g h t .  Make up your  own mind. H e  
h a s  you down t h e r e  a s  t e l l i n g  him t h a t  Capta in  PlEDINA b r i e f e d  
you. H e  s a i d  h e  had o r d e r s  t o  k i l l  everybody i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  
t h a t  t h e  o r d e r s  had come down from ano the r  h e a d q u a r t e r s .  

A. Right .  I s a i d  t h a t  h e  had t o l d  us t h a t  t h e r e .  I 
d o n ' t  know. I supposed t h a t  b r igade  t o l d  him from some o t h e r  
sou rce  t h a t  t h e r e  was a suspec t ed  b a t t a l i o n  o f  VC o r  NVA t h e r e ,  
s e e .  T h a t ' s  what everybody thought  t h a t  t h e y  w a s .  That  t h a t  
was what t h e r e  w a s  i n  t h e r e .  That  t h e  v i l l a g e  was a l l  V i e t  
Cong. 

Q Well ,  when you say  t h e  v i l l a g e  was a l l  V i e t  Cong, does 
t h i s  i n c l u d e  maybe women and c h i l d r e n ,  o l d  men -- t h e  works? 
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A.  No. 

Q Well ,  d i d  you unders tand  t h a t  perhaps  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  
t h e r e  would be  women and c h i l d r e n ?  

A. No, s i r .  

Q Not males of m i l i t a r y  age b u t  j u s t  r e g u l a r  Vietnamese 
people  i n  t h e r e ,  f a m i l i e s ,  l i t t l e  c h i l d r e n  --

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  No, sir. We d i d n ' t  know it. 

Q Had you been l e d  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  a l l  t h o s e  people
would be  o u t  perhaps? 

A. I f  you know anyth ing  about  it -- anyt ime,  I suppose--
b e f o r e  each  o p e r a t i o n  of  any u n i t ,  when they  have g o t  a r e p o r t  
of any s i z e d  enemy u n i t  i n  t h e  a r e a ,  t h e y ' l l  u se  a r t i l l e r y  o r  
something on it .  So you f i g u r e  t h a t  t ,he people  w i l l  b e  gone, 
o r  h i d i n g ,  o r  something.  A f t e r  t h e  gunships  l i f t  and you l a n d ,  
t h e  people  i s  gonna be gone. 

Q I s e e .  You f i g u r e d  t h a t  p r e p a r a t i o n  t h e n  b e f o r e  
you landed  would probably make a l l  t h e  people  p u l l  o u t ,  s o  you 
d i d n ' t  r e a l l y  expec t  t o  f i n d  any women o r  c h i l d r e n  and o l d  men 
t h e r e ?  

A. N O ,  s i r .  

Q P r i v a t e  HUTSON, we  have g o t  a b i g  aerial  photograph 
h e r e  which shows t h e  l i t t l e  hamlet  o f  My L a i  i n  t h e  c e n t e r  (Ex-
h i b i t  P-1). The way t h i s  i s  o r i e n t e d :  t h i s  i s  n o r t h .  The China 
Sea i s  ove r  h e r e .  This  i s  w e s t .  Th i s  i s  s o u t h .  That  i s  H i l l  
85 down t h e r e .  

Q.  I f  y o u ' l l  r e f e r  t o  t h e  1:25,000 map h e r e ,  which i s  
E x h i b i t  MAP-4 y o u ' l l  s e e  My L a i  h e r e  and a s t r e a m  going up h e r e  
and t h e  v i l l a g e .  Here i s  521 down h e r e .  H i l l  8'5 i s  down a t  t h e  
f o o t  of  t h e  map down h e r e .  

Does t h i s  look k i n d  of  f a m i l i a r  t o  you now? 

A. J u s t  l ook ing  a t  t h e  p i c t u r e  it d o n ' t .  
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Q - How about  t h e  map? 

A. I c a n ' t  remember i f  we c a r r i e d  a map l i k e  t h i s .  I 
t h i n k  it w a s  l i k e  t h a t  one t h e r e  (MAP-5) t h e  one t h a t  I had. 

Q. You're r e f e r r i n g  t o  MAP-5 on t h e  w a l l  t h e r e ,  1:50,000? 

A. Right .  

Q I f  you look i n  t h e  back,  t h e r e  i s  even a l a r g e r  s c a l e  
map t h a t  shows t h e  A0 ' s w i t h  My L a i  ( 4 )  marked t h e r e .  Do you 
n o t i c e  t h e  LZ t o  t h e  l e f t  t h e r e ,  o r  w e s t  of t h e  hamlet?  

A. R igh t .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  i f  t h i s  i s  where t h e  LZ w a s ,  
approximately?  

A. Y e s ,  it w a s  LZ D o t t i e ,  I t h i n k .  

Q. T h a t ' s  where you took  o f f  from, Landing Zone D o t t i e .  
But t h e  l and ing  zone f o r  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  t h e r e  was west  of My La i  
(4) 

A. Oh, I see, yes .  

Q. Colonel  PATTERSON w i l l  p o i n t  it o u t .  There i s  My 
La i  ( 4 ) .  

A. I though t  you meant where we l e f t  from. I see what 
you mean. Yeah. 

Q. On t h e  morning of t h e  1 6 t h ,  a f t e r  you came i n  by h e l i -
c o p t e r ,  'can you t e l l  us  what you and your gun team d i d ?  

A. W e  unloaded,  and w e  g o t  on a l i n e  from he re .  I c a n ' t  
t e l l  which way we came i n .  

Q *  A l l  r i g h t .  R e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  a e r i a l  photograph,  t h e  
l and ing  zone which you can see up t h e r e  on t h e  map i s  r i g h t  t o  
t h e  w e s t  of t h e  l i t t l e  hamlet .  This  i s  My La i  ( 4 ) ,  and you a r e  
i n  t h e  2d P la toon .  The 2d P la toon  had t h e  n o r t h  h a l f  of t h e  
hamlet .  You formed on a l i n e  w i t h  t h e  Ist  P la toon ,  and t h e n  
moved i n  t o  t h e  east  through t h e  hamlet .  Does t h a t  f i t  i n  w i th  
your r e c o l l e c t i o n ?  
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A .  Right .  ' W e l l ,  I was c l e a r  on t h e  l e f t  s i d e .  I suppose 
over  h e r e ,  I guess .  

Q- That  ' s r i g h t .  

A. M e  and my two people  was on t h e  l e f t .  

Q- Y e s ,  t h i s  i s  what we heard .  You had a machinegun, 
an M-60? 

A. Right .  

Q And you were on t h e  l e f t  f l ank  t h e r e ,  o u t  towards 
t h e  edge of  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  t h e  hamlet?  

(Witness nods i n  t h e  a f f i r m a t i v e  .) 

Okay, can you t e l l  us what happened t h e r e  when 
you g o t  s t a r t e d  through t h e  hamlet?  

A. A f t e r  we g o t  on l i n e  I could  h e a r  f i r i n g  from 
my r i g h t  f l a n k .  One of t h e  o t h e r  p l a t o o n s ,  I guess .  Th i s  
was b e f o r e  w e  s t a r t e d  going th rough .  So,  you know, I suppose 
I f i g u r e d  t h e y  had made c o n t a c t  w i t h  them, t h e  enemy, and 
j u s t  about  t h a t  t ime my two people  was behind m e .  I saw; 
I d o n ' t  know, a b l u r ,  I g u e s s ,  i n  my e y e .  I was n o t i c i n g  
t h i s  from my r i g h t ,  you know, and I caught  a b l u r  o r  something. 
I spun around and opened up. I c o u l d n ' t  t e l l  who it was 
a t  t h e  t i m e ,  b u t  I s h o t  a woman. 

Q I see, what was s h e  doing? 

A. She was coming o u t  of  a t u n n e l .  Kind o f  j u s t  
bopping o u t  of  t h e  t u n n e l ,  you know. I c o u l d n ' t  t e l l  who 
it was. 

Q Did you check h e r  o u t  a f t e r w a r d s  t o  find a weapon? 

A. No, s i r .  I d i d n ' t .  

Q . Did you g e t  any h o s t i l e .  f i r e  a t  t h i s  t ime? 

A. No, s i r .  A f t e r  w e  was through t h e  v i l l a g e ,  I 
guess .  We went pushing e a s t ,  I suppose --
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Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I am t h i n k i n g  r i g h t  a t  t h i s  t ime 
w e r e  you under f i r e ?  

A. No, sir.  

a- Okay, what happened nex t?  

A. W e  s t a r t e d  walking th rough .  

Q. I s e e .  Were you f i r i n g ?  Was t h i s  what you might
c a l l  reconna issance  by f i r e ?  

A .  No, sir.  

Q. Were you f i r i n g  as you went? Were you f i r i n g  i n t o  
bushes and t r e e  l i n e s ?  Anything t h a t  w a s  s u s p i c i o u s ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q. O r  were you w a i t i n g  f o r  t a r g e t s  b e f o r e  you f i r e d ?  

A. Right .  

0. Okay, go r i g h t  ahead. 

A. T h a t ' s  about  it. W e  g o t  a weapon, one M - 1 ,  I t h i n k ,  
and a can teen ,  and a p i s t o l  b e l t  o f f  of one.  

Q W e l l ,  j u s t  go r i g h t  ahead and move through t h e  
v i l l a g e  and t e l l  us  what happened and what have you. 

A- . That  was about  it. 

Q. You mean you j u s t  walked on th rough ,  and you d i d n ' t  
see anyth ing?  

A. No, no th ing  happened. 

Q W e l l ,  d i d  you see any Vietnamese people  i n  t h e r e  
a s  you moved through? 

A. No, n o t  then .  L a t e r  on I dida Coming back I seen 
some dead ones.  Dead people .  
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Q- I see.  How about a s  you went along? Did you, o r  
o t h e r  members of t h e  p la toon,  d i d  you burn the  houses a s  you 
went along? 

A. No, n o t  then .  Like I s a i d ,  I guess %hat  we done 
a f t e r  we g o t  through, we come back and swung back around t o  
one corner  o r  something. I d o n ' t  know. I heard people y e l l i n g ,  
"Burn the  v i l l age !"  o r  something. 

Q How about a s  the  p la toon moved along? Did they 
pick up c i v i l i a n s  and b r ing  them along wi th  them? What was done 
about c i v i l i a n s  t h a t  you r a n  across?  I ' m  no t  t a l k i n g  about you 
n e c e s s a r i l y ,  b u t  t h e  whole platoon.  

I d o n ' t  know, sir. I d i d n ' t  ga the r  any people up.A.  
Like g e t t i n g  them i n  a b ig  bunch? 

Q- You know, moving them ahead maybe and ga ther ing  up 
a bunch and moving them ahead. We have had some testimony t h a t  
they were j u s t  s h o t  down. Everybody was moving forward f i r i n g  
and k i l l i n g  anybody they  saw. 

i 

A. No, s ir ,  we d i d n ' t  --

Q ( In te rpos ing)  A s  f a r  a s  you ' re  concerned, it d i d n ' t  
work t h a t  way. You were r i g h t  over  t o  the  l e f t  f lank?  

A. I guess what they was doing o r  t r y i n g  t o  do was they  
had us on t h e r e ,  you know, s o r t  of t o  guard t h e  l e f t  f l a n k ,  I 
suppose, on t h e  paddy. T h a t ' s  where we found t h a t  one. I guess 
he was a VC. He had a weapon on him. 

Q Who was t h a t  now? 

A. I guess we were ou t  of t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q. L e t ' s  j u s t  s t i c k  t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  f o r  t h e  moment. Go ' 

ahead and t e l l  us what you d i d  and what you saw t h e r e .  

A. Af te r  w e  go t  through we swung back around. 

Q. About how long d i d  it take  you? Do you mean a f t e r  you; 
g o t  c l e a r  t o  t h e  e a s t  end of t h e  v i l l a g e ?  How long d i d  it take  i 
you, do you r e c a l l ?  I 

I 
1 
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A. No, I c a n ' t  e s t ima te  how long it took. I t ' s  been a . 

long t i m e .  

Q A l l  r i g h t .  What happened a f t e r  you g o t  throLgh? 

A. Well, we come back around. Some of t h e  hootches 
were a l ready on f i r e .  People were y e l l i n g ,  "Burn the  v i l l a g e $ "  
and s t u f f ,  and everybody s t a r t e d  burning the  v i l l a g e .  

Q Okay, what e l s e ?  

A. Well, I d o n ' t  know. We j u s t  s t a r t e d  moving o u t ,  and 
t h a t ' s  where we found-- that ' s  where a gunship had g o t  a VC, I 
guess. They popped smoke on him so we could f i n d  it. 

Q *  How about i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  the re .  Did you see  any dead 
o r  wounded Vietnamese people i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

'A. Right.  

Q. About how many d i d  you see?  

A. I d o n ' t  know. There were a few. Over 1 0 ,  I guess. 

Q When you were t a l k i n g  t o  M r .  GRAHAM, he asked you the 
ques t ion  : 

"Q.  How many persons would you es t ima te  were 
k i l l e d  i n  My Lai ( 4 )  on t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  o p e r a t i o n ? " .  

And you s a i d :  

"A. Maybe 75 ." 
A. I d o n ' t  know, 1. j u s t  es t imated .  I d o n ' t  know f o r  sure,. 

Q Well, we would l i k e  t o  know what you saw. What your
r e c o l l e c t i o n  i s .  

A.  I d i d n ' t  know whether you meant how many I seen o r  
how many I es t imated  was k i l l e d  a l t o g e t h e r .  

Q I see .  Then t h i s  75, maybe, would be your e s t ima te  
f o r  the  o v e r a l l ?  

A. Right ,  b u t  I d idn '  t see  t h a t  many. 

Q. I see .  You yourse l f  d i d n ' t  see  t h a t  many, but  you ' 

d id  t a l k  t o  o t h e r .  people and go t  some i d e a  of the  . t o t a l .  ~ i g h t ?  
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A. J u s t  e s t ima t ing .  

Q. Now, M r .  GRAHAM a l s o  asked you t h i s  ques t ion:  

"Q. Did you s e e  any groups of Vietnamese t h a t  
had apparent ly  been sho t?"  

And you answered: 

"A. A f t e r  w e  had gone through t h e  v i l l a g e  and 
come o u t  t o  a l i t t l e  grove of t r e e s ,  I saw a 
group of about 10 dead Vietnamese. They were 
up c l o s e  t o  a hootch. " 

And M r .  GRAHAM sa i d  : 

"Q. Do you know who had s h o t  t h i s  group?" 

And you answered: 

"A. They were i n  our  p la toon a rea .  So I 
guess we a l l  di.d. " 

Do you remember t h i s ?  

A. T h a t ' s  what I s a i d ,  yeah. 

Q Is t h i s  r i g h t ?  

(Witness nods i n  t h e  a f f i r m a t i v e . )  

Now, do you remember about CROSSLEY? What 
happened about him? 

A. Yeah, he. was a squad l e a d e r ,  I t h i n k ,  t h e  second 
squad. 

Q. Well, when you were t a l k i n g  t o  M r .  GRAHAM you s a i d :  
"There was a b i g  guy i n  t h e  2d Pla toon;  he caught ma la r i a ,  and I 
took h i s  p lace .  CROSSLEY was h i s  name. I saw h i m  shoot  one 
c h i l d  and one woman. The child was n o t  a baby, b u t  I d o n ' t  know 
how o ld  it  was. " 

A. Well, when I s a i d  I took h i s  p l a c e ,  t h a t  was a f t e r  
t h a t .  I took h i s  squad over  a f t e r  t h a t .  
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Q Going on,  M r .  GRAHAM s a i d :  

"Q. Where d i d  t h i s  occurr"  

And you s a i d :  

"A. I t  was off  t o  t h e  r i g h t  of me. Our gun was 
covering the  paddy t o  t h e  l e f t .  The c h i l d  was i n  
a hootch with a woman. CROSSLEY j u s t  walked up t o  
the hootch and sprayed them wi th  h i s  M-16." 

Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. That 's r i g h t .  

Q Is t h i s  t h e  way you r e c a l l  i t ?  

A. Right. 
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Q. Can you th ink  of anything e l s e  about t h a t  i n c i d e n t  
t h a t  you can t e l l  us?  

A. No, sir. 

Q. Apparently, t h e r e  were s e v e r a l  groups of people,  Viet-
namese people,  k i l l e d  t h e r e  a t  My Lai ( 4 )  on the  16th  of March. 
Can you t e l l  us who was responsib le  f o r  these  k i l l i n g s ?  

A. . You mean l i k e  what, s i r ?  

Q. A bunch of  people shot  down. 

A. No, s ir .  I d o n ' t  remember. 

Q. You d o n ' t  know who was respons ib le  f o r  it. Was t h i s  
done i n  response t o  o rde r s?  

A. I d o n ' t  know, s i r ,  whether it was o r  no t .  

Q. M r .  GRAHAM asked you a ques t ion  something l i k e  t h i s .  nT 
He s a i d :  c2 

a. (3 

"Q. There were severa l  mass execut ions  t h a t  day 
a t  My Lai ( 4 )  . Who was respons ib le  f o r  these  
execut ions?"  CV 

He has you down answering him l i k e  t h i s :  

"A. I th ink  the  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  s t a r t e d  
h igher  up. I would say probably the  b a t t a l i o n  
commander and on up. I ' m  s u r e  t h a t  t h a t  i s  
where the  order  had o r ig ina ted .  I am s u r e  
Captain MEDINA would not  take  it on h i s  own t o  
go i n  t h e r e  and k i l l  a l l  of those people ."  

Did you say t h i s  t o  M r .  GRAHAM? 

A. Right.  When I s a i d  t h a t  I meant l i k e  when 
he g o t  the  o rde r  the  n igh t  before we went i n .  He j u s t  
a i n ' t  gonna say l e t ' s  go over t o  t h i s  v i l l a g e  and do 
t h i s  and do t h i s .  You f i g u r e  it had t o  come from d i v i s i o n  
o r  br igade  o r  some-where. The order  had t o  s t a r t  somewhere. 

Q But t h e r e  were a bunch of Vietnamese k i l l e d  i n  t h e r e ,  
and you th ink  it was i n  response t o  o rde r s?  

A. Right ,  I guess. 

Q .  You t o l d  M r .  GRAHAM about you p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  the  
shooting of a bunch of  people. Can you desc r ibe  t h a t  f o r  us? 
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A. That I? 

-
Q Y e s .  

A. No. I s a i d  I sho t  one woman. 

Q. A l l  r i g h t ,  w e ' l l  go back t o  your s ta tement  wi th  M r .  
GRAHAM again. A t  one po in t  he s a i d :  

"Q. I ' m  s t i l l  t r y i n g  t o  determine who a c t u a l l y  
sho t  t h e  groups of  o l d  men, women, and ch i ld ren .  
W i l l  you t e l l  who d i d  t h i s ? "  

And he had your answer down a s  saying:  

"A. The group t h a t  I saw was the  group t h a t  
w e  wiped ou t .  I th ink  it was on the  sou theas t  
edge o f  t h e  v i l l a g e  a f t e r  we had swept through 
the  v i l l a g e .  I be l i eve  t h e  t h i r d  and second 
squad of the  2d Platoon were t h e r e .  I was on 
a M-60 machinegun. W e  a l l  f i r e d  i n t o  the  group. 
A s  f a r  a s  I know, the  whole group was k i l l e d .  

"Q. Was your machinegun set up o r  j u s t  hand-carried? 

"A. J u s t  hand-carried. " 

This i s  what I was i n t e r e s t e d  i n .  Can you t e l l  us 
about t h a t  i n c i d e n t ?  

A ??", s i r --A. 


Q. You mean t h a t  t h a t  d i d n ' t  occur? 

A .  I guess t h i s  was a f t e r  w e  g o t  o u t  of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  I 
guess. 

a .  The way he has you desc r ib ing  it, you s a i d ,  "I th ink 
it was on the  sou theas t  edge of t h e  v i l l a g e  a f t e r  we had swept 
through the  v i l l a g e . "  

Now, t h e  southeas t  edge of the v i l l a g e  would be down 
i n  he re  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  o r  on the  map around i n  he re  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  
You did  say t h a t  a f t e r  you g o t  through the  v i l l a g e ,  you turn-
ed around and went back i n ?  

A. Right. 

Q. Could t h i s  ins t ance  have taken p lace  a t  t h a t  time? 
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A .  Well, I s a i d  when we come back through,  we s t a r t -
ed burning t h e  hootches.  

Q .  How abaut  t h i s  ins t ance  of wiping ou t  some people? 
Could t h a t  have happened a t  t h a t  t ime? 

A. I d o n ' t  know, s i r .  

Q. Is t h i s  s ta tement  i n c o r r e c t  then o r  i s  it c o r r e c t ?  
Did you p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  shoot ing  of a group of Vietnamese 
people? 

A. NO,  s i r .  I d i d n ' t .  

Q This seems t o  say so.  You made an a d d i t i o n a l  
s tatement l a t e r  t h a t  same day and M r .  GR4I1AM s a i d  toward t h e  
end of your s ta tement .  H e  s a i d  t h i s :  

"Q. Yoy s a i d  e a r l i e r  t h a t  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  
t h e  woman, you shot  a  man. What were t h e  
circumstances surrounding t h e  i n c i d e n t ?  

"a. Wnen I answered t h a t  q u e s t i o n ,  t h e  man I 
was r e f e r r i n g  t o  was one of t h e  group of  people S' 

CL
t h a t  I was involved i n  shoot ing  t h a t  I previous ly  C T ,  
explained.  

"Q. Do you r e c a l l  t h e  ages of any of  t h i s  group? 

11A. ,"La.- - .---- -- - 3 - 7  r r r c y  WLLL U L U D L I ~  ulJer peopie,  both male and 
female. There were maybe a couple of  k i d s  i n  t h e  
group. 

"Q. Do you r e c a l l  how they were dressed?  

"A. No. They were a l l  dressed  about t h e  same. 
S h i r t s  and pan t s .  Men and women a l i k e .  

"Q. I n  add i t ion  t o  what you have added t o  your 
s ta tement  t h i s  morning, do you have anything 
f u r t h e r  t o  add o r  t o  d e l e t e ?  

"A. Only t h a t  when we sho t  t h e  group, a l s o  
p resen t  were HUTTO, WRIGHT,  ROSCHEVITZ, BROWN, 
M. C. J R .  TORWS SIMPSON, SCHIEL, CROSSLEY 
MAKEY, DELGADO, LAMARTINA, and RODRIGUEZ. 
CALLEY was a l s o  t h e r e  with h i s  RTO. .I would 
f u r t h e r  l i k e  t o  c l a r i f y  t h e  p a r t  where I s a i d  
I shot the woman and t h e  man. I s h o t  t h e  womac 
a s  she came o u t  of 
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t h e  tunne l ,  b u t  when I r e f e r r e d  t o  the man, I 
was t a l k i n g  about one of t h e  group t h a t  I s h o t  
along with t h e  o t h e r  men t h a t  I have j u s t  named. " 

Now, does t h i s  r e f r e s h  your memory? 

A. Yes, s i r ,  a l i t t l e  b i t .  

Q A l l  r i g h t ,  can you t e l l  us about i t ?  

A.  What i t  was they had, I d o n ' t  know how many 
people it was. They was s tanding  up and everybody was 
f i r i n g  a t  them. 

Q. . Would you g ive  us an e s t i m a t e  of how many? 

A. No, sir. I don 't know how many t h e r e  was. 

Q Well, l e t ' s  say 10 ,  20, 30? 

A. I guess 10. I t  might have been over  10 I 
guess.  

Q. Was this something t h a t  s t i c k s  i n  your mind? 
Can you s e e  it now? d 

A. What do you mean? 

Q D o  you remember it c l e a r l y ?  

A. Not a l l  t h a t  c l e a r .  I can remember a l i t t l e  b i t .  

a.  You th ink  it was about 10 people? 

A .  It wasn ' t  over 10 ,  I guess .  

Q What were they? Men, women, ch i ld ren?  

A.  I t  was o l d  men and o l d  l a d i e s ,  I guess.  

Q- How about ch i ld ren?  

A. I c a n ' t  remember, s i r .  

Q D o  you remember see ing  a bunch of bodies  i n  a 
d i t c h  anywhere around t h e  e a s t  end of t h e  v i l l a g e ?  
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A. No, s i r .  I d o n ' t .  

Q - P r i v a t e  HUTSON, can you remember what t h e  company 
d i d  t h e  r e s t  of t h a t  day? I t h i n k  they  moved on e a s t  of t h e  
v i l l a g e  and proceeded on a ways. Can you remember t h a t ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  w e  s e t  up t h a t  n i g h t  i n  a graveyard ,  I 
guess .  

Q - T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  D o  you remember meet ing up wi th  
B/4/3? 

A. No, sir. I d o n ' t .  

Q. Can you t e l l  us  what happened on t h e  n e x t  day,  t h e  
1 7 t h ,  w i th  C h a r l i e  Company? 

A. The n e x t  day? 

Q* Y e s ,  t h e  fo l lowing  day. 

A. I b e l i e v e  we h i t  t h e  c o a s t ,  I b e l i e v e .  I c a n ' t  
remember e x a c t l y  what w e  done. 

Q - W e  unders tood t h a t  you moved sou th  down through 
some o t h e r  l i t t l e  hamlets ,  l i k e  My Khe ( 3 )  and My Khe (1) 
and down t o  My Khe ( 2 )  , somewhere i n  t h a t  v i c i n i t y .  You 
see  t h e  mouth of t h e  Song Tra  Khuc River?  Do you s e e  
where t h a t  symbol s ays  aero-scouts  on l f&P- l?  The lower 
p a r t  of  t h e  AO? 

Q. I t  may be t h a t  t h a t ' s  where you h i t  t h e  c o a s t  
and s a w  t h e  wate r .  Do you r e c a l l  t h e  i n c i d e n t s  o f  t h a t  
day? Did you run i n t o  any VC? Anything unusual  hahpen? 

A. W e  caught  a man and a woman and s e n t  them back 
f o r  i n t e r roga t i . on .  

?- Right ,  w e  have had o t h e r  tes t imony on t h a t .  

A. I guess  t h e y  was medics o r  something. 
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Q- Anything else of an unusua l  n a t u r e  occur  t h a t  day? 

A. NO, sir. 

Q *  How about  t h e  n e x t  day? Our i n fo rma t ion  was t h a t  
t h e  company was e x t r a c t e d  on t h e  nex t  day; taken. o u t  by h e l i -
c o p t e r  back t o  Landing Zone D o t t i e .  Do you recal l  t h i s ?  

A. No,, sir. I d o n ' t .  

Q- Do you remember going back t o  D o t t i e ?  

A. No, sir., I can '  t remember what w e. . done. 

Q* W e l l ,  l a ter  on t h e n ,  a lmost  r i g h t  away, t h e r e  
w a s  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  conducted of t h e  i n c i d e n t  of My La i  
( 4 ) ,  and w e  unders tand  t h a t  what was be ing  looked i n t o  w a s  
t h e  f a c t  t h a t  s o  many Vietnamese c i v i l i a n s  were k i l l e d  
t h e r e ,  men, women, and c h i l d r e n .  Can you remember anybody 
t a l k i n g  t o  you about  t h i s  a t  t h e  t ime?  

A: NO, s ir .  

Q. Anyone t o l d  you t h a t  maybe he w a s  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  
o f f i c e r  and wanted t o  ask you q u e s t i o n s ?  

No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t .  

Q- Did you know Colonel  HENDERSON, t h e  b r igade  
commander? 

No, sir. I remember Colonel  BARKER--Frank BARKER. 

Q. Did Frank BARKER e v e r  t a l k  t o  you about  My L a i  ( 4 ) ?  

A. No, s ir ,  he was k i l l e d  i n  June.  I l e f t  i n  June ,  
too .  

Q-- You mean r i g h t  a f t e r  t h e  t h i n g ?  

A. No, sir.  

.Q. Nobody t a l k e d  t o  you a t  a l l ?  
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(Witness i n d i c a t e s  n e g a t i v e . )  

Do you remember Capta in  MEDINA b r i n g i n g  t h e  com-
pany t o g e t h e r  and say ing  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
going on of what happened a t  M y  L a i  (4), and wh i l e  t h i s  
was going on you had b e t t e r  n o t  t a l k  about  i t ?  I t ' s  b e s t  n o t  
t o  t a l k  about  it. Do you remember t h a t ?  

No, s i r .  

Q * .  Did anybody e v e r  t e l l  you t o  keep q u i e t  about  
what happened a t  My L a i  ( 4 )  t h a t  day? 

A. No, s i r .  

Q. Going back a l i t t l e  b i t ,  when you f i r s t  g o t  
through t h e  v i l l a g e  t h e r e ,  do you remember b reak ing  f o r  
chow around . . noon on t h e  16 th?  

A. No, sir. I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  w e  a t e  u n t i l  l a t e r  on 
t h a t  day. 

Q - We have had some tes t imony t h a t  a f t e r  t h e  1st and 
2d P la toons  g o t  th rough ,  t h e y  formed up a  p e r i m e t e r  and then  
they  had chow b e f o r e  moving on. But I wanted t o  ask you 
another  q u e s t i o n .  Around t h i s  t i m e  a f t e r  you had g o t t e n  
through t h e  hamle t ,  d i d  any o r d e r s  come down t o  s t o p  t h e  
shoot ing?  Do you remember anyth ing  l i k e  t h a t ?  

A. No, sir.  I d o n ' t .  

Q. Up u n t i l  t h e  t i m e  you l e f t  now a f t e r  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ,  
what k ind  of mi s s ions  d i d  C h a r l i e  Company have? Was it about  ' 

t h e  same a s  b e f o r e  o r  any d i f f e r e n t ?  

A. No, it was d i f f e r e n t .  W e  g o t  i n  one p l a c e ,  t h e y  
c a l l e d  it s n i p e r ' s  a l l e y ,  I guess .  ' T h a t ' s  a l l - w e  g o t  w a s  
s n i p e r  f i r e  every  day. W e  had a bunch of guys wounded. 

Q .  W a s  t h i s  up n o r t h  o r  was it around t h i s  v i c i n i t y .  

A. I t  was f u r t h e r  n o r t h ,  1 b e l i e v e .  Con Chieu,  I be l i eve .  

?*  During November when t h e  f i r s t  newspaper p u b l i c i t y  
s t a r t e d  about  t h e  My L a i  i n c i d e n t ,  P i n k v i l l e ,  t h e r e  was some 
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t a l k  i n  t h e  pape r s  t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  perhaps  some of t h e  men 
of C h a r l i e  Company, when they  moved i n t o  My L a i  ( 4 )  and k i l l -
ed  a l o t  of Vietnamese, w e r e  under t h e  i n f l u e n c e  of mari juana.  
Did you e v e r  h e a r  anyth ing  l i k e  t h i s  about  such t h i n g ?  

A. No, s i r ,  1 never did.  To t e l l  you t h e  t r u t h ,  I 
never  d i d  touch it. I l i k e  t o . d r i n k ,  b u t  I never  d i d  smoke. 

Q *  Was mar i juana  a problem i n  t h e  company a t  a l l  t o  
your  knowledge? 

A. I never  d i d  know anybody as having any. 

Q - What k i n d  of a company commander w a s  Captain  MEDINA? 

, A = .  What kind? 

Q - Was he a good company commander, o r  a bad one,. . o r  
what i s  your  op in ion?  

A. I f e l t  t h a t  h e ' s  t h e  b e s t  I had,  I t h i n k .  I ' v e  been 
in ,  a l i t t l e  ove r  3 y e a r s .  H e  g o t  us  a l o t  of t h i n g s ,  I 
guess ,  some of  t h e  o t h e r  commanders wouldn ' t  have done. I 
remember one t ime he was c a l l i n g  i n  a resupply  t h e  n i g h t  b e f o r e ,  
you know, and he w a s  t a l k i n g  t o  one of  t h e  supply  people  back 
i n  t h e  r e a r .  H e  t o l d  him he wanted some milk o u t  f o r  h i s  
people .  The guy came back ove r  and s a i d ,  "We d o n ' t  have any 
back h e r e . "  H e  s a i d ,  "You had b e t t e r  g e t  some o r  I ' m  gonna have 
you o u t  he re . "  So, I thought  he i s  t h e  b e s t  I ' d  had. 

Q During t h e  day t h e r e  a t  M y  L a i  ( 4 )  t h a t  morning, 
w a s  it your  impress ion  t h a t  he had t h i n g s  under c o n t r o l ?  O r  
were .you  i n  a p o s i t i o n  t o  t e l l ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know, sir.  I c o u l d n ' t  r e a l l y  t e l l .  

Q. Now, w e  have had some tes t imony t h a t  some people  
. f e l t , t h a t  t h i n g s  s o r t  of g o t  o u t  of c o n t r o l  t h a t  morning. 
Tha t  t h a t  perhaps  w a s  t h e  r ea son  why s o  many c i v i l i a n s  g o t  
s h o t  and k i l l e d .  

A. W e l l ,  I don'.t  know. Like  I s a i d ,  I h e a r d  every-
body y e l l i n g  when we swung back around,  "Burn t h e  v i l l age . ' '  

Q -. W e l l ,  d i d  you see--you s a i d  you saw q u i t e  a few 
bodies .  Did you see any Vietnamese t h a t  w e r e  l e f t  a l i v e  
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a f t e r  you g o t  through t h e  hamlet? 

A .  No, sir. 

Q Were they a l l  k i l l e d ?  

A. The ones t h a t  I seen .  

Q During t h a t  morning now a t  My Lai ( 4 ) ,  a t  anytime
did  any o f f i c e r  come i n  t o  v i s i t  t h e  company l i k e  Colonel 
BARKER, Colonel HENDERSON, o r  anyone s e n i o r  t o  Captain MEDINA? 
Did you have any v i s i t o r s  from Task Force Barker o r  from the 
br igade? 

A. No. 

Q- You d i d n ' t  s e e  anybody? 

A .  No. 

Q- The company was j u s t  ou t  t h e r e  by i t s e l f ?  

A.  I suppose t h a t  he had c o n t a c t  wi th  them. I d o n ' t  
know. 

Q I understand,  r a d i o  communications. 

Q- Nobody came i n  and g o t  on the  ground? 

A .  No, sir .  I d i d n ' t  s e e  anybody. 

Q. Did it s t r i k e  you as  unusual t h a t  a t  My La i  ( 4 )  
s o  many Vietnamese were k i l l e d ?  

A. I guess a f t e r  it was over.  

Q YOU d i d n ' t  t h i n k  much about it a t  t h e  time? 

A .  No, sir .  I mean by l i s t e n i n g  t o  t h e  r a d i o  and 
the  papers--

Q- ( In te rpos ing)  I d o n ' t  mean r e c e n t l y .  I mean way
back a t  the  t ime,  now? 
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A. No. 

Q - Did everybody t a l k  about  it l a t e r  as something 
unusual?  Have you f i g u r e d  o u t  how many were k i l l e d ?  

A. No, .s ir ,  I c a n ' t  remember it. 

Q- Now, when you d e s c r i b e d  when you and t h e  o t h e r s  
-of t h i s  group f i r e d  on t h i s  bunch of people  and k i l l e d  
them, why w a s  t h i s  now? Why d i d  everybody do t h i s ,  j u s t  
shoo t  them down? 

A. W e l l ,  . .I d o n ' t  know, sir. 

Q- W e l l ,  t h e r e  must have been a reason .  I would 
l i k e  t o  h e a r  it -from you. I d o n ' t  want t o  sugges t  it. 

A. I d o n ' t  know why, sir. 
. . 

Q Pexhaps because t h i s  w a s  what everybody e l s e  
w a s  doing o r  something l i k e  t h a t ?  E a r l i e r  now, you i n d i c a t e d  
t h a t  t h i s  i s  what was ordered .  Is t h a t  t h e  answer? Did 
you r e g a r d  them as VC? A s  t h e  enemy? 

A. I guess ,  sir.  

Q - You j u s t  c a n ' t  r e c a l l ?  

A. No. 

Q W e l l ,  you d o n ' t  need t o  answer t h e  q u e s t i o n  i f  
you d o n ' t  want t o .  

A. I s a i d  I d o n ' t  know why. I f i g u r e d  t h e y  were VC. 
I don't know.'.. 

. . 

COL MILLER: Were you t h e  squad l e a d e r  of t h e  weapons squad?. 
A. I d o n ' t  know whether I was t h e  squad l e a d e r  o r  n o t .  
I guess  I w a s  s e n i o r ,  I suppose.  

a- Were t h e r e  two M-60 machineguns. Two teams,  i n  
o t h e r  words, i n  a squad? 

A. Right .  
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Q. Was t h a t  about everyth ing  t h a t  was . i n  t h e  squad? 

A. Right. There w a s  s ix  men, I guess.  

Q - Now, w e r e  you, WRIGHT, and HUTTO one team? I f  
t h i s  i s n ' t . t h e  way you recall it,- t hen  say so. I ' m  t r y i n g  
t o  p iece  this together .  

A. Right,  w e  w e r e  i n  one team. 

Q- How about HUTTO, MOWER, and TORRES? 

A. Yeah. 

Q - Who w a s  ROTGER? 

A. ROTGER? 

Q- Do you remember a man named ROTGER? 

A. ROTGER. 

Q- Who w a s  he? 

A. H e  w a s  k i l l e d .  I be l i eve ,  w e  g o t  caught i n  an 
o l d  minef ie ld  o r  a booby-trapped a r e a  or something. H e  
had both h i s  l e g s  blowea of 8 .  

Q- Late r?.. 

A. N o ,  t h i s  w a s  before.. . 

Q - I ' m  going t o  cover s o m e  th ings  t h a t  have a l r eady  
been covered. A s  I understand, you personal ly  s h o t  a woman 
who was coming o u t  of an entrenchment o r  a hole.  You turn-
ed  on h e r  suddenly and f i r e d  a t  her .  

A. Right.  

Q- Then you f i r e d  i n t o  a group of people who w e r e  
being f i r e d  a t  by a number of o t h e r  s o l d i e r s  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  
Is t h a t  a l l ?  

A. Right. Like I s a i d ,  when I s h o t  t h i s  woman, w e  had 
j u s t  s t a r t e d  going i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  so I figured---
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. . Q g  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  YOU w e r e  s t i l l  expec t ing  enemy t o  
pop up he re?  

A. Right .  When you have been i n  t h e  f i e l d  f o r  4 
months, your f i r s t  r e a c t i o n  i s  t o  f i r e .  You d o n ' t  know who 
i t i s .  Like I s a i d ,  I c o u l d n ' t  t e l l  i t  was a  woman u n t i l  
a f t e r  I g o t  upon he r .  I d i d n ' t  know whether  he ,  o r  h e r ,  had 
a gun, o r  whoever it was. I f i g u r e d  t h e y  could have f i r e d  
a t  m e ,  s e e .  

Q- Is t h e r e  any reason  why you d i d n ' t  r e p o r t  any of 
t h e s e  t h i n g s  t h a t  w e r e  going on a f t e r  t h i s  w a s  ove r  wi th?  

A. What do you mean, s i r ?  

Q *  Well,  t o  your company commander o r  t o  anybody e l s e .  
You thought  t h e r e  w e r e  some t h i n g s ,  unnecessary k i l l i n g s .  

A. N o , , s i r .  I d i d n ' t .  

Q- One of  t h e  o f f e n s e s  t h a t  I t o l d  you you were 
suspec t ed  of was t h e  o f f e n s e  of r ape .  Were you'aware of t h a t  
b e f o r e  today.  

A. What do you mean, s i r ?  

Q. That  somebody has  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  you raped some-
body i n  My L a i  on t h e  1 6 t h  of March? 

A. No, sir. 


Q - .Did . . h e a r  m e  adv i se  you of  t h a t ? 
you 

A* Y e s ,  sir. 


Q - You have never  heard  it be fo re?  


A. .. Heard what?. 

Q - That  somebody had accused you of rape .  
. . 

A. No, sir.  

Q. I r e a d  from t h e  s t a t emen t  from a man named Varnado 
SIMPSON. Do you know him? 
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A, I b e l i e v e  he w a s  i n  t h e  3d Platoon. 

Q. H e  w a s  asked : 

"Q. Did you see anyone else k i l l e d ?  

"A. Yes, I s a w  WRIGHT, HUTTO, HUTSON, ROTGER, and 
MOWER go i n t o  a h u t  where they raped a 17 o r  18-year-
o l d  g i r l  and then s h o t  he r  i n  the head. " 

D o  you recall any i n c i d e n t  l i k e  t h i s ?  

A. No, sir. I d o n ' t  recall who ROTGER w a s ,  b u t  ROTGER 
w a s  k i l l e d  before  we went the re .  

Q - This is  ROTGER. 

A. I d o n ' t  remember him a t  a l l .  

Q - Again I ' m  going back t o  something you have answered 
before.  Did you ever  hear  Captain MEDINA s p e c i f i c a l l y  t e l l i n g  
you t o  k i l l  anybody o r  t o  k i l l  everybody, e i t h e r  way? 3 

A. No, sir. 

Q A t  one p o i n t  i n  your testimony, I b e l i e v e  you d i d n ' t  
expect  t o  f i n d  anybody i n  t h i s  v i l l a g e ?  @4 

A. Right.  When .we g o t  b r i e f e d ,  I s a i d  t h a t  he had 
s t a t e d  t h e r e  was an es t imated  b a t t a l i o n - s i z e  enemy f o r c e  t h e r e .  . 

Q- So anybody then ,  would mean anybody o t h e r  than,  
perhaps,  people who a r e  ab le  t o  shoot  back a t  you. That ' s  
what you expected t o  f i n d  i n  t h e r e ?  

A. Right.  

Q. And how many people d i d  you see  who were shoot ing 
back a t  you? 

A. I d i d n ' t  s e e  a one, sir.  

Q Do you know why you and the  o t h e r  people kept  shoot-
i n g  a t  these  people who weren ' t  shoot ing back a t  you? 

A. No, sir. 
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. Q -. Did t h i s  seem t o  be t h e  t h i n g  t o  do? 

A. I d o n ' t  know, s ir .  

Q* Did anybody ever  t e l l  you t o  s t o p  .shoot ing?. 

A. NO, sir. 

Q. Did you ever  t e l l  anybody e l s e  t o  s t o p  shooting? 

A. No, ,s ir ,  I d i d n ' t .  

Q. Did t h e r e  seem t o  be any good reason why you d i d n ' t  
keep shoot ing? 

A Why I didn '  t .shoot? 

Q- Why d i d  they keep on shoot ing? There was nobody
shooting back a t  you and nobody has g o t  any guns. 

A * .  I don' t know, sir. 

Q. Did it seem t o  be t h e  r i g h t  t h i n g  t o  do a t  t h e  time? 
Is t h a t  t h e  way you f e l t ?  

A .  I d o n ' t  know, Like I s z i d  everybody else was f i r i n g  
s o  I d i d  too.  

Q- No se rgean t ,  no o f f i c e r  e v e r  t o l d  you t o  s top? 

A .  No, sir. 

Q. Did you see  any se rgean t  o r  o f f i c e r  during t h i s  f i g h t ?  

A. I seen Captain MEDINA a f t e r  we g o t  o u t  of t h e  a rea .  

Q-. Did. you. see  any se rgean t s  whi le  you were going through 
. . . . 

My Lai? 

A. I seen Sergeant BUCHANON, I be l i eve .  

Did he t e l l  you t o  s top?  

No, sir. 
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Q- How about Lieutenant  CALLEY? 

A. Did I see him? Not as w e  w a s  going through. I 
seen him l a t e r .  

MR WEST: When d i d  you see  Lieutenant  CALLEY? 

A. I guess a f t e r  we s t a r t e d  moving. 

A. I n  your s ta tement  on 28 October 1969 a t  F o r t  
Benning, M r .  GRAHAM asked you t h i s  quest ion:  

"Q. Did you see  CALLEY shoot  anyone?" 

You answered : 

"A, Y e s ,  I s a w  him shoot  a woman who I t h i n k  
w a s  going down a tunnel .  

" Q .  Whereabouts i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  d i d  t h i s  t a k e  p lace?  

"A. I t h i n k  it was around the c e n t e r  of t h e  v i l l a g e . "  a 
Does t h i s  r e f r e s h  your memory any? 

A. Right. I d o n ' t  know whether she had h e r  back t o  
him o r  w a s  runcing cr not .  Ycu see, you c a n ' t  r e a l l y  t e l l .  C1: 

They wore t h e  same k ind  of c l o t h e s .  C11 

Q. I ' m  n o t  pass ing  judgment on him. Was t h i s  r i g h t ,
t h a t  you s a w  him shoot  a woman? 

A. Yes. 

Q- Do you remember how she was dressed?  

A. N o ,  sir. I c a n ' t  remember. 

Q How f a r  away were you? 

A, I c o u l d n ' t  r e a l l y  t e l l ,  I d o n ' t  remember, 

Q. Now, d i d  you see  a v i l l a g e  e l d e r ,  o r  a"vi l1age
monk, o r  p r i e s t  g e t  k i l l e d ?  

A. No, sir.  I c a n ' t  remember. 
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Q- W e l l ,  now i n  October when you t a l k e d  t o  M r .  GRAHAM, 
he asked you t h i s  quest ion.  

A. Yeah, I did.  He was on a cane o r  something. He 
was walking on a cane and he had h i s  arm bandaged up o r  some-
th ing .  I d o n ' t  know what he was. He was wear ing  w h i t e  
c l o t h e s ,  I be l i eve .  

Q- Who s h o t  him? 
. . 

A - WRIGHT d id ,  I t h i n k .,- . . 

Q. You t o l d  M r .  GRAHAM t h a t  WRIGHT s h o t  him with a 
45.  Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Right.  

How many p r i s o n e r s  were taken i n  My Lai  ( 4 )  ? 
Q-0. . 

A. I d o n ' t  know, sir. 

Q. D i d  you know of any? 

A. No, sir._-

(2- Is t h e r e  anything e l s e  you would l i k e  t o  t e l l  us 
about what happened a t  My Lai  ( 4 )  on t h e  16th  of March t h a t  
might he lp  us i n  any way i n  our  inqu i ry?  

A. The only t h i n g  I ' v e  g o t  i s  t h a t  from reading t h e  
papers and watching TV and t h e  r a d i o ,  t h e y ' r e  t r y i n g  t o  blame, 
T guess ,  Lieutenant  CALLEY, I d o n ' t  know, f o r  t h e s e  murders. 
The way I see  it ,  it should s t a r t  with where t h e  o rde r s  come 
from--division and then come down. I know, l i k e  I s a i d  i n  
my s ta tement ,  I know Captain MEDINA wouldn ' t  t a k e  it on h i s  
own j u s t  t o  go i n t o  some v i l l a g e .  I know t h e r e  had t o  be 
o rde r s  come -down from e i t h e r  br-igade o r  d i v i s i o n  o r  Saigon 
o r  somewhere, I d o n ' t  know. 

Q. We're t r y i n g  very hard t o  f i n d  ou t  i f  t h a t  was 
t h e  case.  Now, i s  t h i s  j u s t  your own conclusion,  t h e  way 

-you go t  th ings  f igured  ou t?  

A. Right.  
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Q. You d o n ' t  have any L ~ c t u a levidence? 

A. No, sir. 

Q I f  you e v e r  do g e t  any proof of t h i s  o r  anything 
e l s e  t h a t  you t h i n k  would h e l p  u s ,  w e  would s u r e  a p p r e c i a t e  
hzazing from you? 

A. P i c t u r e s  you mean? I d o n ' t  h a v e a n y  p i c t u r e s .  

Q P i c t u r e s ,  n o t e s ,  o r  anything t h a t  might h e l p ,  

A. The only p i c t u r e s  I seen  w a s  the ones M r .  GRAHAM 
showed m e  when he quest ioned me.  

Q .  : Do you know anybody t h a t  took any photographs 
dur ing  t h e  opera t ion  a t  My L a i  ( 4 ) ?  

A. N o ,  sir. J u s t  t h e  ones t h a t  been announced i n  
L i f e  magazine and a couple of t h e  o t h e r  magazines.-
MR WEST: W e  a r e  going t o  r ecess  i n  j u s t  a moment, and 
a f t e r  t h a t  Colonel PATTERSON would l i k e  t o  show you a 
few documents and p i c t u r e s ,  perhaps,  t o  f i n i s h  up. The 
rest of us w i l l  drop out .  Thank you very much f o r  coming. 
W e  apprec ia te  your he lp .  

The hearing w i l l  br recessed.  

(The hear ing  recessed a t  1602 hours ,  30 December 
1969. ) 

(The hear ing  reconvened a t  1605 hours ,  30 Decem-
b e r  1969.) 

LTC PATTERSON: The hear ing  w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  The fol lowing 
named person i s  p resen t :  LTC PATTERSON. 

I would l i k e  t o  remind you, P r i v a t e  HUTSON, t h a t  
you a r e  s t i l l  under oa th .  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. I would a l s o  l i k e  t o  add t h a t  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  
given t o  you by Colonel MILLER, t h e  l e g a l  o f f i c e r ,  s t i l l  
apply he re .  Your r i g h t  t o  counsel and your r i g h t  t o  r e f u s e  
t o  answer ques t ions  and a l l  the  r e s t  of t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  
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apply.  Do you have any q u e s t i o n s  on t h a t ,  o r  do you want 
t h a t  r e p e a t e d  b e f o r e  w e  go on? 

A. No, sir .  I unders tand.-

Q e What I would l i k e  t o  do i s  t o  p i c k  up some of  
t h e  more t e c h n i c a l  a s p e c t s  of  what w e  have been t a l k i n g  
about  h e r e  and t r y  t o  g e t  a f e e l  f o r  how you were t r a i n e d ,  
and where you were,  and what t h e  company w a s  doing on about  
16 March 1968. 

How long  had you been i n  C Company p r i o r  t o  t h e  
1 6 t h  of  March? When d i d  you j o i n  t h e  u n i t ?  

A.  W e l l ,  I r e t u r n e d  from Vietnam from t h e  173d A i r -
' borne Brigade and g o t  i n  H a w a i i  i n  June--the 1 5 t h ,  I t h i n k .  

Q* 1967? 

A. Right .  W e  l e f t  from Hawaii on t h e  30 th  of Nov-
ember, 1967. W e  g o t  i n  count ry  on t h e  1st of December. 

Q- You w e r e  i n  t h e  advance p a r t y ?  

A. Right .  

Q- Did you undergo some t r a i n i n g  w i t h  C Company i n  
Hawaii between t h e  p e r i o d  June and t h e  t i m e  you l e f t ?  

A. Right .  

Q. What k ind  of t r a i n i n g  was t h i s ?  T e l l  me as much 
of it as you can r e c a l l .  

A. I t  w a s  a l l  f i e l d  t r a i n i n g  mos t ly .  W e  t r a ined- -
i f  you have e v e r  been ove r  t h e r e ,  theyI 've  g o t  t h e s e  Kahuku 
Mountains. T h a t ' s  where we worked a t  a l l  t h e  t i m e .  W e  
s p e n t  3 o r  4 days o u t  of  t h e  week up t h e r e ,  and then  
w e  would come back and have an i n s p e c t i o n  on Sa turday .  

Q Was it a l l  of a t a c t i c a l  n a t u r e  o r  d i d  you have 
some c l a s s e s ?  

A. No, it w a s  most ly  u n i t  t r a i n i n g .  

(HUTSON) 33  APP T-50 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

Q. Was there any i n d i v i d u a l  t r a i n i n g  conducted? For  
i n s t a n c e  where they  might have pu t  you a l l  i n  one p l a c e  'and 
had you s i t  down i n  t h e  f i e l d  and g ive  you such t h i n g s  as 
care and c lean ing  of your M-16 o r  machinegun, or p a t r o l l i n g ,  
formations,  show you any f i lms?  

A. No, w e  d i d n ' t  s e e  no f i lms .  W e  u s u a l l y  cleaned 
o u r  weapons i n  t h e  company area, and he  would t e l l  us what 
w a s  happening. Like one time w e  had an FTX. 

Q F i e l d  t r a i n i n g  e x e r c i s e ?  

A. Right.  I be l i eve  t h e r e  was a b a t t a l i o n  a g a i n s t  
a b a t t a l i o n .  One played t h e  aggressors .  Like t h a t .  

Q. This w a s  probably a t r a i n i n g  tes t  a t  t h e  end of 
t h e  cycle? 

A. Right. 

Q .  Now, I would l i k e  f o r  you t o  t h i n k  back on that a 
t r a i n i n g  per iod .  Did you rece ive  o r  do you r e c a l l  any cw 

CPI 
t r a i n i n g  concerning t h e  handl ing of  p r i soners  of w a r ,  
de ta inees  , c i v i l i a n  noncombatants, o r  t r a i n i n g  along the 
l i n e s  of t h e  Geneva Convention and t h e  r u l e s  of w a r ?  C6

CU 

A. No, sir ,  I c a n ' t  remember it t h e r e ,  b u t  I 
remerber i n  A I T  we had it. 

Q. What d i d  you have i n  AIT? What do you remember 
about t h a t  type  t r a i n i n g ?  

A.  I t  was s i x  s t e p s  : search--I c a n ' t  remember them 
now. 

Q Okay, l e t  's t ake  p r i soners  of  war. What do you 
r e c a l l  concerning t h e  t r a i n i n g  f o r  handl ing of p r i s o n e r s  
of war? 

A. Well, t h e  only t h i n g  I can remember is  search  them 
and see  i f  they had anything on them like documents. 

Q. Do you t a g  them? 
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A. I c a n ' t  remember. You keep them a p a r t  I guess.  
Keep them separa ted .  

Q Then what do you do wi th  them once you a s  an 
i n d i v i d u a l  s o l d i e r  capture  them? 

A. I f  I would cap tu re  one? 

Q. Y e s .  What do you r e c a l l  as f a r  a s  t h e  t r a i n i n g  
goes t h a t  your i n s t r u c t i o n s  were once you captured a 
p r i s o n e r  of war. What do you do wi th  h i m  then?  Well, i f  
you d o n ' t  remember then ,  what I was g e t t i n g  a t  w a s  do you 
remember whether o r  n o t  you were supposed t o  t u r n  them i n ,  
o r  whether they were l e f t  t h e r e ,  o r  evacuated o u t ,  o r  
turned  over  t o  someone e l s e ?  

A. You would search  him, and t i e  him up, and c a l l  
f o r  a chopper o r  something. 

Q How about noncombatants, c i v i l i a n s ?  

A .  The way we worked i t ,  i f  they  d i d n ' t  have an 
I D  ca rd ,  they would be taken back and quest ioned.  

Q Do you r e c a l l  any t r a i n i n g  on t h e  l e g a l i t y  of 
o rde r s  from o f f i c e r s .  Whether o r  n o t  you a s  a s o l d i e r  
had t o  obey a l l  o rde r s  of  an o f f i c e r  r e g a r d l e s s  of what 
you thought? Do you r e c a l l  any t r a i n i n g  along t h e s e  l i n e s ?  

A. No, sir. But t h e  knowledge I g o t  s i n c e  being i n  
t h e  Army i s  i f  you a r e  given an o r d e r ,  i t ' s  supposed t o  be 
c a r r i e d  o u t .  

Q Blind f a i t h  without  any regard  t o  any common 
sense  on your p a r t  whether or--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  Yeah, w e l l ,  you can t h i n k  t h a t  
your n o t  supposed t o  do t h i s ,  t h a t  i t ' s  wrong. S t i l l  he i s  
t h e  commanding o f f i c e r  . 
Q .. Do you r e c a l l  any t r a i n i n g  about any a c t i o n  t h a t  
you could t ake  i f  you thought  an o rde r  was n o t  c o r r e c t ?  
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A. The only  t h i n g  I know i s  t o  go through t h e  chain 
of  command. 

Q - How about t h i s  term r u l e s  o f  engagement, does 
t h a t  mean anything t o  you? . . 

A. Engagement l i k e  engaging f i r e  o r  something? 

Q - Y e s ,  what t r a i n i n g  had you rece ived  concerning 
t h e  apprehension o r  t h e  ca tch ing  of suspected enemy? What 
should you do as a s o l d i e r ?  

A. You mean l i k e  I caught t h e  enemy what should I 
-do? 

Q. Y e s ,  w a s  t h e r e  anything you w e r e  --supposed..to say  .
t o  them, 0.r d i d  you run up and t a c k l e  them, o r  d i d  you.: 
l a s s o  them, o r  w a s  t h e r e  any t r a i n i n g  given-  t o  you-'as t o  
how you c a p t u r e d ~ i n d i v i d u a l s ?  

A. N o ,  s ir ,  n o t  t h a t  I remember. 
... - .. .. 

Q.-. Did you h a v e  a n y  t r a i n i n g  i n  Vietnam once t h e  
advance p a r t y  a r r i v e d ,  t h e  main body o f - - t h e  b a t t a l i o n  
a r r i v e d ?  D i d  you have-any t r a i n i n g  o r  w a s  t h e r e a n y

. .  -

t r a i n i n g  i n  Vietnam? 

.-A.- No,.. the o c l y  . thing we dofie w a s - - I  c a n ' t. 

remember. 

Q - _ A l l  r i g h t .  I would l i k e  t o  show you a card ,  
~ x h i b i tM-2,  e n t i t l e d ,  "Nine Rules." H-ave you e v e r  seen 
i t ?  

A. No, sir. 

You have never seen i t ?  -. 

A. No, sir.  

Q - I would l i k e  t o  show you Exh ib i t  M - 3 ,  a ca rd  
e n t i t l e d ,  "The Enemy i n  Your Hands," and I would l i k e  t o  
ask you if you have e v e r  seen t h i s  card. 

A. No, sir. 
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Q They were never i ssued t o  you t o  your knowledge? 

A. No, sir. 

Q What does "Dung Lai" mean t o  you? 

A. I d o n ' t  know, sir._ 

Q - I no t i ced  t h a t  during t h e  e a r l i e r  i n t e r r o g a t i o n ,  
you had a l i t t l e  t r o u b l e  g e t t i n g  o r i e n t e d  with t h e  a e r i a l  
photo and t h e  1:25,000 map. Would a 1:50,000 map a s s i s t  
you i n  o r i e n t i n g  yourself  on t h e  a e r i a l  photo? 

A. T h a t ' s  t h e  type I c a r r i e d  the re .  

Q Would t h a t  a s s i s t  you? .Could you use t h a t  map 
t o  o r i e n t  yourse l f  on t h a t  a e r i a l  photo any b e t t e r ?  

A. I d o n ' t  t h ink  so,. sir.. 

Q You d o n ' t  f e e l ,  t hen ,  t h a t  you could i n d i c a t e  
any p laces  o r  events  t h a t  occurred during your s t a y  i n  
My Lai  ( 4 )  on t h a t  a e r i a l  photo? 

A. No, s i r .  

Q I would l i k e  t o  show you some photographs some of 
which you have probably seen before .  I ' m  no t  i n t e r e s t e d  as-
t o  whether o r  n o t  you have seen them before  i n  magazines, 
newspapers, o r  p r i o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s .  I am i n t e r e s t e d ,  huw-
ever, i f  you can i d e n t i f y  plzces, Fersons,  o r  t h i n g s  i n  
t h e s e  photographs t o  any--speci f ic  d a t e  o r  a t  any s p e c i f i c  
p lace .  I would l i k e  t o  g ive  you t h e s e  photographs and 
have you go through them p lac ing  i n  a p i l e  those  you t h i n k  
t h a t  you can t e l l  m e  something about.  Put  t h e  o t h e r s  t o  
one s i d e  i n  another  s t ack .  

Would yon be w i l l i n g  t o  do t h a t ?  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. I w i l l  g ive  t o  t h e  wi tness  Exhibi t s  P-2 through 
P-42, P-56 through P-70, P-73 through P-120, and P-123 
through P-129 and we w i l . 1  >ecess whi le-he looks @rough them. 

(The hear ing  recessed a t  1617 hours,  30 December 
1969. ) 

(The hear ing  reconvened a t  1632 hours,  30 December 
1969. ) 
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LTC PATTERSON: The hear ing  w i l l  come t o  order .  The following 
named person is p resen t :  LTC PATTERSON. 

I remind you t h a t  you a r e  s t i l l  under oa th .  

Looking a t  P-3. What do you see  i n  P-3 t h a t  makes 
you th ink  you recognize i t ?  

A .  H e  was an ARVN i n t e r p r e t e r  with our  company. 

Q. Do you know h i s  name? 

A. I be l i eve  it was S t a f f  Sergeant  PHU. 

Q. Let the  record show t h a t  the  witness is po in t ing  
t o  the  i n d i v i d u a l  i n  s o l d i e r ' s  c lo th ing  on the  l e f t  of t h e  
photo. 

Do you recognize the  Vietnamese i n  the  photo? 

A. No, I d o n ' t .  

Q. Exhib i t  P-13? 

A. This i s  the  mortar platoon o r  p a r t  of it. There 
is  the  a r t i l l e r y  FO. N 

Q . Do you r e c a l l  h i s  name? 

A. No.  I d o n ' t  know h i s  name. That is  Sergeant  MARONEY. 

Q. The second one on the  r i g h t ?  

A. The pla toon sergeant .  

Q. The pla toon sergeant  of the  mortar p la toon.  

A.  And t h e r e  is Sergeant  PHU. 

Q Sergeant  PHU, the  t h i r d  on the  r i g h t .  

A. That i s  a l l  I can recognize. 

Q. Do you see  t h i s  man back here  i n  the  r e a r ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know him. 
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Q- What does he have i n  f r o n t  of him? 

A. I would say a p l o t  board f o r  a mortar .  I d o n ' t  s e e  
the tube.  

8- A r e  you an o l d  mortar  man? 

A. No. 

Q- You d o n ' t  recognize anybody e l s e  i n  the  p i c t u r e ?  

A. No, I s o r t  of know t h i s  guy, bu t  I don' t know h i s  
name. I t h i n k  he was a SP 5 b u t  I d o n ' t  remember h i s  name. 

Q. The man i n  the  very r e a r .  Would you know the  name 
of t h e  a r t i l l e r y  F O  i f  I gave you a couple of names? Would 
you recognize i t ?  

A. He was a l i e u t e n a n t .  

Q - ALAUX? 

A. I c a n ' t  remember. 

Q - P-16. What do you recognize about t h i s ?  

A .  I t ' s  My Lai ( 4 ) .  

Q Do you remember see ing  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  scene? 

A. Right. 

Q Where was t h i s  scene and do you r e c a l l  about 
what t ime of day you saw i t ?  

A. I guess it was i n  t h e  af te rnoon.  

Q. Before o r  a f t e r  your lunch? 

A. Before,  b u t  I c a n ' t  remember what p a r t  of the  
v i l l a g e  it was i n ,  but  I remember see ing  i t  i n  My Lai  ( 4 )  . 
Q - J u s t  f o r  your informat ion ,  one of t h e  ind iv idua l s  
t h a t  was supposedly with you t h e r e  a l s o  recognized t h a t  pic-
t u r e .  
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A. who w a s  t h a t ?  

a. HUTTO. HUTTO seemed t o  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h i s  w a s  n o t  
i n  your sector b u t  t h a t  it w a s  a f t e r  you got through t h e  v i l l a g e  
and came back around, as you i n d i c a t e d  dur ing  your testimony. 
That i s  what he  s a i d .  D o  you recall any such t h i n g ?  

A. I c a n ' t  remember. I remember s e e i n g  it, b u t  I d o n ' t  
remember where it w a s  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q. . D o  you recognize or  know anything about  t h e  dead 
t h e r e ?  

A. No, j u s t  t h a t  I had seen it. 

8. You d o n ' t  have any i d e a  who s h o t  them? 

A. 
WYATT. 

Q. 
i s  WYATT. 

N o .  

Photo P-66? 

Sergeant  PHU. 

The man on t h e  l e f t  is  Sergeant  PHU? 

The i n t e r p r e t e r .  This  man r i g h t  he re ;  h i s  name is , 

N 

The one i n  t h e  background on t h e  f a r  r i g h t ;  h i s  name 

That i s  it. 

Q How about t h i s  man? 

A. No. 

Q What i s  t h i s  here  on h i s  pocket? 

A. I t  looks l i k e  a s t r i p e ,  sir, a l i t t l e  metal p i n  
s t r i p e .  

& Worn by a U.S.? 
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A. No. 

Q -. Who wore th ings  l i k e  t h a t ?  

A. An ARVN sometimes. I never seen it before .  

Q - D o  you know who t h i s  i n d i v i d u a l  i s ?  The man i n  
t h e  c e n t e r  r e a r  of t h e  photograph? 

A. N o ,  I don ' t recognize him. 

?- How about t h i s  --fe l low with t h e  r a d i o  on h i s  back? 

A. H e  looks l i k e  t h e  company comrnander's.RT0. I ' m  
n o t  f o r  s u r e  though. '  

Q.. - ,  Would you know h i s  name? 

A. No. 

.Q- Does t h e  .name STANLEY mean anything t o  you? 

A. I remember t h e  name STANLEY. 

Q- Would yoii recognize him? 

I f  I'd seen a p i c t u r e  of him. 
.. . 

Q Is t h i s  STANLEY here?.. 

As.  Right ,  he was a s o u l  b ro the r .  From here  I c a n ' t  
t e l l .  H e  was ca1ored.-

Q - Let t h e  record r e f l e c t  t h a t  i n  P-66 ,  Sergeant  PHU 
i s  i n  t h e  l e f t  foreground. The man i n  t h e  l e f t  r e a r  back-
ground was i d e n t i f i e d  as  WYATT. 

.. 

Q *  Photo P-60? 

A. H e  was one of those  squad l e a d e r s  i n  t h e  3d 
Pla toon,  GRIMES. 
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Q - The p i c t u r e  showing one s o l d i e r  is  i d e n t i f i e d  as 
GRIMES. And you s a i d  h i s  duty p o s i t i o n  w a s  what? 

A. H e  w a s  a squad leader .  What squad I don ' t  know, 
b u t  he was i n  t h e  3d Platoon. 

Q.~. P-14? How about t h a t  p i c t u r e ?  D o  you recognize 
t h a t  one? ' - . .  

.*. 

A. Right,  I know him. I d o n ' t  know h i s  name. I 've  
seen him, b u t  I d o n ' t  . know h i s  . name. 

Not t h e  same man i n  t h e  previous p i c t u r e ?  
. -

GRIMES?. N o .  


P-57, showing a man bending over  s o m e  crops.  


That i s  Sergeant  LOPEZ. 


That i s  Sergeant  LOPEZ. 


A p la toon sergeant .  An E--7 now. 


Q: 	 How about P-6 4? 

A. That i s  SMITH. 


Q- Right foreground, SMITH. 


A. Right ,  t h a t  guy t h e r e  I knew because I recognize 
t h e  p i c t u r e ,  bu t  I don 't -know what h i s  name w a s .  . -

Q. 	 DO you recognize anybody e l s e ?  ,. 

A. 	 No .  

Can you i d e n t i f y  t h a t  f i e l d , , t h a t  rice paddy? 

A. 	 NO,  I c a n ' t .  

Q - You d i d  i d e n t i f y  t h i s  bu i ld ing  i n  P-16 as being 
i n  My Lai  (4)? 
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A. Thi s  w a s  a p i c t u r e  o f  o u r  choppers coming i n  t o  
t a k e  us  o u t  f o r  t h e  a i r  a s s u a l t  t o  My La i .  

a .  Are.you s u r e  it i s  on t h e  1 6 t h  of  March? 

A. Right ... 

Q. How can you t e l l ?  

A.- I remember t h e  o l d  b u i l d i n g ,  .. . . . . . . . .  . . . t h e  church back t h e r e .  

Q. Could it have been on t h e  1 8 t h  of March, t h e  20th  
of March? 

A. I t  cou ld  have, b u t  t h i s  i s  t h e  o n l y  t i m e  w e  e v e r  
went ou t .  

Q. P r i v a t e  HUTSON, I'm n o t  s a y i n g  t h a t  a l l  t h e s e  p i c t -  
u r e s  were t aken  on t h e  1 6 t h  of  March. 

A. T h i s  cou ld  be some o t h e r  u n i t .  


QY Rea l ly  t h e n ,  a l l  you can say  i s  t h a t  t h a t  i s  D o t t i e ?  


A. Right .  

Q- You can r ecogn ize  it as D o t t i e ,  b u t  you c a n ' t  re-
cognize  it as be ing  o n - t h e  1 6 t h  of March? -
A. No. 

A .  That  i s  t h e  sane one. 


Q- What can you s a y  about  t h a t ?  


A *  That  looks  l i k e  when h e ' s  p i c k i n g  us up. 


Q. You can recognize  it a s  D o t t i e ?  
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A. Right. 

Q- P-126? 

A. This  man's name h e r e  was SMITH. Th i s  was Sergeant  
SCHIEL, and t h i s  guy h e r e ,  I d o n ' t  remember who he is. H i s  
name is GRIMES. T h a t ' s  when w e  w e r e  d igging  i n .  . . 

Q- DO you recognize  t h a t. . a rea?  Could you state that 
t h a t  is  a p a r t i c u l a r  a r e a ?. . 

Yeah, I ' m  p r e t t y  s u r e .  
. -

Q- Where would you say t h a t  t h a t  was? 

A.. . W e l l ,  it w a s  a f t e r  w e  l e f t  My. - Lai  (4)  . 
Q -- . .  O n  the n i g h t  . . .of t h e  16th?  

A, Yeah, I ' m  p r e t t y  s u r e .  

Q- Do you- recall what w a s  around your bivouac a rea?  

A. That i s  it. A rice paddy, That is where we  s tayed .  

Q. . Were you c l o s e  t o  a r i v e r  o r  a stream on any s i d e ?  

A. I can '  t remember, 

Q. But you t h i n k  t h a t  t h i s  w a s  your bivouc on t h e  
n i g h t  of t h e  16 th  of March 1968? . 

A. .Right.. . . 

Q The man on t h e  l e f t  wi th  some type  of an implement 
s t r i k i n g  t h e  ground i s  SMITH. The second from t h e  l e f t ,  SCHIEL. 
The t h i r d  from t h e  l e f t  i s  u n i d e n t i f i e d .  The man on t h e  f a r  
r i g h t  s t and ing  wi th  hands on h i p s  i s  GRIMES. P-128. What 
do you know about  t h a t  one? 

A. That i s  Sergeant  SCHIEL aga in  and t h i s  man h e r e  I 
d o n ' t  know. 

(HUTSON) 
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The man s t a n d i n g  i n  t h e  c e n t e r  w i t h  t h e  r i f l e  and 
helmet i s  Se rgean t  SCHIEL. The man on t h e  r i g h t  i s  un iden t i -
f i e d .  

And t h o s e  were a l l  t h a t  you could  r ecogn ize  o u t  
of t h o s e  photos?  

.--. 

(Witness nods i n  t h e  a f f i r m a t i v e . )  

You d i d n ' t  recognize  any of - those  b l a c k  and wh i t e  
photos?  

A. No. 

Q- You cannot  i d e n t i f y  any of  t h e  s cenes  from t h o s e  
photos  t h a t  you have recognized  w i t h  an a e r i a l  photo ,  i s  t h a t  
c o r r e c t ?  

A. Right .  

Q- You c o u l d n ' t  . . p i n  them on t h e  ground? - ... 

A = .  No, sir. 

Q - HUTSON, do you have anyth ing  you would l i k e  t o  add a 

f o r  t h e  r e c o r d  b e f o r e  you a r e  r e l e a s e d ?  Anything a t  a l l ?  

No, sir.  
. . 

Q. I f  you have no th ing  t o  add,  P r i v a t e  HUTSON, then  
your appearance b e f o r e  t h e  P e e r s '  I n q u i r y  is  going  t o  be term- 
i n a t e d  h e r e  very  s h o r t l y .  We w a n t ' t o  thank  you f o r  your co-
o p e r a t i o n  and your  e f f o r t s  i n  h e l p i n g  u s  r e s o l v e  t h i s  t h i n g  
and t r y  t o  make some sense  o u t  of  it. W e  a p p r e c i a t e  your w i l l -
ingness  t o  assist us .  

Before  w e  d e p a r t ,  I would l i k e  t o  c a u t i o n  you t h a t  
you r e c a l l  what you have been i n s t r u c t e d  by t h e  m i l i t a r y  judge 
i n  t h e  ca se  Uni ted S t a t e s  v. Ca l l ey  and a l s o  c a u t i o n  you w i t h  
t h e  admonit ion you r ece lved  a t  t h e  o u t s e t  of t h e  i n t e r r o g a t i o n .  
You a r e  n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  what you have d i s c u s s e d  h e r e  b e f o r e  t h i s  
i n q u i r y  w i t h  any i n d i v i d u a l  e x c e p t  t h o s e  t h a t  a r e  duly  con-
s t i t u t e d  j u d i c i a l  bod ie s ,  such a s  t h e  t r i a l  of t h e  United S t a t e s  
V. Cal l ey ,  o r  l e g a l ,  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e ,  o r  l e g i s l a t i v e  bodies,-  and 
on ly  then  as d i r e c t e d  by du ly  competent a u t h o r i t y .  
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Do you have any ques t ions  about t h i s ?  Is t h e r e  any 
doubt i n  your mind as t o  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  before  you depar t  
here? 

A. 	 No, sir. 

Q. 	 I f  a t  any t i m e  you decide you want counse-1, e i t h e r  
of your choice,  c i v i l i a n  o r  m i l i t a r y  counsel,  then ,  of  course,  
you would d i s c u s s  what you know with them under a p r i v i l e d g e d  
communication. However, under no circumstances t o  t h e  p r e s s ,  
o r  t o  your buddies,  o r  o t h e r  wi tnesses ,  o r  w i f e ,  o r  mother, or  
any of . those type  people.  

Do you understand t h a t ?  

A. 	 Y e s ,  s ir .  

U 	 D o  yod have any ques t ions?  

A. 	 I j u s t  want t o  know i f  I ' m  going t o  be a wi tness  
i n  t h i s  t r i a l ?  

Q- I c a n ' t  answer t h a t .  

Is t h e r e  anything e l s e ?  
. . 

A .  	 No, sir. 

LTC 	PATTERSON: This hear ing  i s  recessed. 

(The hear ing  recessed  a t  1650 hours ,  30 December 
1969. ) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: HUTTO, Charles E . ,  SGT 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 30 December 1969 

PLACE O F  TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: Murder, a s s a u l t  wi th  i n t e n t  t o  
commit murder, and rape.  

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: Machinegunner, Weapons 
Squad, Second Pla toon,  C/1/20. 

N 1. PRIOR TRAINING I N  THE RULES OF LAND WARFAF03. 
rn 

The wi tness  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  he had previous ly  seen 

Exh ib i t  M-2, "Nine Rules" i n  Vietnam b u t  does n o t  remember 


k c >  being given one (pg. 2 9 ) .  He does n o t  know where he saw 
it b u t  he d i d  read i t  and s t a t e d  t h a t  he a l s o  had 
i n s t r u c t i o n s  on it (pg. 2 9 ) .  ~ x h i b i tM-3, "The Enemy i n  
Your Hands" was never seen by t h e  wi tness  (pg. 2 9 ) .  He w a s  
wi th  C Company.eight months p r i o r  t o  coming-with i t  t o  
VFetnaa and d i d  r ece ive  t r z i n i n g  p r i o r  t c  deployxent (pq. 3 0 ) .  
They w e r e  i n s t r u c t e d  t o  handle p r i soners  by t y i n g  them up, t r y -
i n g  t o  f i n d  ou t  information,  t r e a t i n g  them with r e s p e c t ,  and 
tagging them wi th  a p r i soner  of war t ag .  He never used such 
a t a g  (pg. 3 0 ) ,  nor d i d  he see  anyone e l s e  do s o  (pg. 31) .  
I n  Hawaii, he was t r a i n e d  no t  t o  ha rass  o r  h u r t  noncombatants 
and was b r i e f l y  t r a i n e d  i n  the  Rules of Land Warfare and t h e  
Geneva Conventione (pg. 31 ) .  H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  i f  an o f f i c e r ' s  
o rde r  was doubted, every man knew t h a t  he should t r y  t o  f i n d  
o u t  why t h e  order  was given (pg. 32) . H e  s t a t e d  he had 
in-country t r a i n i n g  f o r  two weeks i n  t h e  Duc Pho a rea .  The 
t r a i n i n g  was given by an ou t s ide  u n i t  (pg. 32) .  There was no 
i n s t r u c t i o n s  i n  handling PW's o r  noncombatants (pg. 33) .  I n  
Hawaii, and i n  Vietnam, he was t o l d  t o  y e l l  a t  a running 
Vietnamese and i f  he d i d  no t  s t o p ,  then shoot  t o  wound 
(pg. 33) . He s t a t e d  t h a t  t h i s  was done i n  My ~ a i(4)  , b u t  
only some of t h e  people stopped running (pg. 34) . 
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2.  PREOPERATIONAL PLANS AND BRIEFINGS. 

Witness a t t ended  Capta in  MEDfNA's b r i e f i n g  on 1 5  March 
and remembered MEDINA t e l l i n g  t h e  u n i t  t h a t  it was t h e i r  
chance t o  g e t  back f o r  "your buddies  t h a t  h d b e e n  k i l l e d "  
(pgs. 5 ,  7 ,  9 ) .  The u n i t  had s u f f e r e d  c a s u a l t i e s  from 

booby t r a p s  and l a n d  mines (pg. 5 ) ,  and had been i n  a few 
f i r e - f i g h t s ,  b u t  no th ing  " r e a l  b i g "  (pg. 6)  . He r e c a l l e d  
t h e  memorial s e r v i c e  f o r  WEBER b u t  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  when it 
was h e l d  (pg. 6 ) .  MEDINA t o l d  them t o  go through t h e  
v i l l a g e  on l i n e ;  des t roy ing  a l l  food and k i l l i n g  animals  
(pg. 6 ) ,  b u t  no th ing  was s a i d  about  burn ing  hootches 
(pg. 7 ) .  The men were t o l d  t h a t  everyone i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  

was a VC sympathizer  and was communist. He s a i d  MEDINA 
d i d  n o t  g i v e  an o r d e r  t o  k i l l  t h e  people  b u t  t h i s  i s  what 
everyone assumed they  were t o  do (pg. 21) . I n  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  
t h e r e  was no o r d e r  t o  f i r e  passed d i r e c t l y  t o  him (pg. 2 3 ) .  

3.  ASSAULT ON MY LAI. 

a .  Landing and subsequent  a c t i v i t y .  

The wi tnes s  s t a t e d  t h a t  ' t h e y  landed t o  t h e  wes tern  Ch; 
s i d e  of t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg. 35) , n o t  more than  100 meters  away CY 

(pg. 36) . He was i n  t h e  f i r s t  l i f t  and landed f a c i n g  
towards t h e  nor thwes tern  corner  of  t h e  v i l l a g e  ipg. 36). He 
d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  a  hedgerow (pgs. 35, 37) . This  l o c a t i o n  
of  t h e  landing  is  i n d i c a t e d  as p o i n t  #1on E x h i b i t  P-130 
(pg. 3 7 ) .  He r e c a l l e d  s e t t i n g  up a pe r ime te r  wh i l e  t h e  
o t h e r  choppers landed (pg. 10)  . . 

The wi tnes s  s t a t e d  t h a t  he was i n  t h e  second p l a toon  
(pg. 3 5 ) .  L ieu tenan t  BROOKS was h i s  p l a toon  l e a d e r  and t h e  
p l a toon  s e r g e a n t  was Se rgean t  BUCHANON (pg. 1 0 ) .  He d i d  n o t  
r e c a l l  which squad he worked wi th  (pg. 3 5 ) ,  b u t  named t h e  
members o f  t h e  weapons squad a s  be ing  MOWER, t h e  a s s i s t a n t  
gunner,  TORRES, t h e  ammunition b e a r e r ,  ROCHEVITZ, and HUTSON, 
t h e  squad l e a d e r  (pgs. 9 ,  1 0 ,  11). When everyone was landed,  
he  r e c a l l e d  t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  and second p l a toons  moved through 
My Lai  on l i n e  wi th  t h e  second p la toon  t o  t h e  no r the rn  h a l f  
o f  t h e  hamlet  (pg. 1 0 ) .  H i s  squad was on t h e  l e f t  f l a n k  
of  t h e  p l a t o o n ,  and he could  s e e  no one f u r t h e r  t o  h i s  l e f t  
(pgs.  37, 4 0 ) .  They proceeded i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  on a t r a i l  
(pg. 3 7 ) ,  on which they  remained a s  they  went through t h e  
v i l l a g e  (pg. 3 9 ) .  They c u t  o f f  it t o  go s t r a i g h t  through 
t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg. 39)  from which l o c a t i o n  they  could s e e  t h e  
o u t s i d e  edge of  t h e  v i l l a g e  about  100 meters  away (pg. 3 9 ) .  
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They moved through t h e  v i l l a g e  on l i n e  (pgs.  PO, 4 0 ) .  Ze 

s t a t e d  t h a t  a l o t  of people s t a r t e d  running, Down t h e  Line 

someone s t a r t e d  t o  f i r e  and everyone joined I n  (pg. l o ) , .  

They were n o t  r ece iv ing  h o s t i l e  f i r e  and heard no o rde r  t o  

f i r e  (pg. 11). H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  he f i r e d  h i s  M-60 a t  people 

who were running (pg. 11). He, TORRES, and MOWER switched 

f i r i n g  t h e  M-60 a l l  through t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg, 1 2 1 ,  


c. Shootinq and raping o f  c i v i l i a n s .  

P r i o r  t o  reaching a c l e a r i n g  halfway through t h e  

v i l l a g e ,  he had no t  seen many people k i l l e d  (pg. 1 2 ) ;  and a t  

t h e  c l e a r i n g  t h e r e  were 1 0  t o  15 people,  some of whom were 

s h o t  (pg. 13) . He saw TORFU3S open f i r e  with t h e  M-60 

(pg. 13) . He f i r e d  an M-16 (pg. 1 4 )  . MOWER s h o t  one o r  

two people wi th  a .45 (pg. 1 4 )  . ROSCHEVITZ f i r e d  an 

M-79 i n t o  a group of people s i t t i n g  i n  t h e  c l e a r i n g ,  

but missed. H e  f i r e d  again ,  h i t  t h e  yronp and k i l l e d  

them (pg. 1 4 )  . TORRES and JOLLY raped a g i r l  (pgs.  13 ,  16) . 

He s t a t e d  t h a t  he never d i d  s e e  a d i t c h  with bodies  i n  it 

(pg. 1 5 ) ,  a l though,  he l a t e r  s t a t e d  t h a t  whi le  they a t e  

o u t s i d e  of  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  t h e r e  was a d i t c h  n e a r  t h e  woodline 

(pgs. 43, 48, 49). 


d. A c t i v i t i e s  a f t e r  pass ing  through t h e  v i l l a g e .  

When they  reached t h e  e a s t e r n  edge of  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  

they  s e t  up a per imeter ,  and a t e  chow (pg. 15)  . They had 

n o t  moved ac ross  t h e  paddies  y e t ,  b u t  had stopped i n  a t h i c k  

woodline (pg. 43) . A f t e r  e a t i n g  lunch,  he s t a t e d  t h a t  

fol lowing t ra i l s  they moved back towards t h e  v i l l a g e  i n  a 

s o u t h e r l y  d i r e c t i o n  (pgs. 43, 4 8 ) ,  making a r i g h t  t u r n  

around i t s  e a s t e r n  s i d e  n o t  going a l l  t h e  way through, j u s t  

t o  t h e  r i c e  paddies  (pg. 4 7 ) .  He appeared t o  be confused as 

t o  t h e  l o c a t i o n  of t h e  f i r s t  p la toon b u t  thought  t h a t  t h e  

r i g h t  f l a n k  of  h i s  p la toon joined up with t h e  f i r s t  (pg. 45) .  

H e  d i d  n o t  know f o r  s u r e  where t h e  =st of h i s  platoon 

was (pg. 4 6 )  . I n  any even t ,  they went approximately 100 

meters from t h e  e a s t  s i d e  of t h e  v i l l a g e  t o  t h e  south 

(pg. 48) .  He d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  moving through My Khe ( 3 )  , ( I ) ,  
or ( 2 )  (pgs. 17 ,  1 8 ) ,  b u t  d i d  r e c a l l  being a i r l i f t e d  o u t  

,on t h e  18th  back t o  LZ Dot t i e  (pg. 18)  . 
4.  I N Q U I R I E S  CONCERNING THE ASSAULT. 

The wi tness  was n o t  p r e s e n t - a t  t h e  time Colonel 

HENDERSON spoke t o  some of t h e  men from t h e  u n i t  a t  LZ 

Do t t i e  (pg. 1 8 ) .  MEDINA t o l d  them t h a t  t h e r e  was an 

i n v e s t i g a t i o n  going on and t h a t  they  should n o t  t a l k  about 
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it, b u t  he never  d i d  s e e  anyone making an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
and he s t a t e d  t h a t  no one s p e c i f i c a l l y  t o l d  him t o  keep 
q u i e t  about t h e  i n c i d e n t  (pg. 1 8 ) .  H e  never r epor ted  
what happened i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  because he w a s  a SP4  and f e l t  
t h a t  t h i s  w a s  up t o  t h e  N C O 1 s .  However, he d i d  s t a t e  t h a t  
JOLLY was h i s  NCO and, a s  a p a r t i c i p a n t ,  he d i d  n o t  expect  
JOLLY t o  r e p o r t  it (pg. 25) . 
5. OTHER INFORMATION. 

a .  The wi tness  d i d  n o t  f e e l  t h a t  t h e  men were . 
under t h e  i n f l u e n c e  of marijuana during t h e  opera t ion  and 
d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  i f  t h e r e  w a s  a problem of  men going i n t o  
combat while  under i t s  i n f l u e n c e  (pg. 18) . 

b. He never made a r e p o r t  on a body count  and d i d  
n o t  remember a system f o r  i t ,  although he s t a t e d  t h e  b e s t  
way t o  prove they k i l l e d  a VC w a s  e i t h e r  t o  t ake  h i s  u n i t  
patch o r  h i s  c l o t h e s .  He s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  were precaut ions  
taken t o  be s u r e  t h e r e  was a c t u a l l y  a VC k i l l e d .  H e  d i d  
n o t  know what t h e  body count t h a t  day was (pg. 1 9 )  . 

c. He f e e l s  t h e r e  were many innocent  people k i l l e d ,  
and f e l t  t h e r e  was a lack  of communication throughout t h e  
whole company a s  they  moved through (pg. 1 9 )  . He s t a t e d  
t h a t  a t  f i r s t  t h e r e  was some c o n t r o l  b u t  then  t h e  l i n e  g o t  
s taggered .  ~t one p o i n t ,  they were almost shuoi;iny i l r t o  
eacn o t h e r  (pg. 2 0 )  . He d i d  n o t  know where t h e  p la toon 
l e a d e r  and p la toon s e r g e a n t  were while  t h e  p la toon moved 
through t h e  hamlet (pg. 2 0 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  t a l k  t o  anyone who 
f e l t  s o r r y  f o r  what had happened af te rwards .  He s t a t e d  t h a t  
most men were mad a t  t h e  Vietnamese (pg. 26) , because of t h e  
casualties t h a t  tney  had (pg. 2 7 )  . H e  f e i t  . that  those 
Vietnzmese capable of  informing them had n o t  warned them 
about an ambush being ahead and t h a t  t h e  people d i d  n o t  care 
about them (pg. 2 7 ) .  H e  w a s  r e f e r r i n g  t o  VC sympathizers 
when he  mentioned t h i s  because he had "good f r i e n d s  among 
the  Vietnamese" a n d . d i d  n o t  d i s l i k e  them. H e  f e l t  t h a t  
the other s o l d i e r s  f e l t  t h e  same way he d i d  (pg. 2 7 ) .  

d n  The wi tness  i d e n t i f i e d  a number of  photos i n  
a d d i t i o n  t o  marking l o c a t i o n s  on Exhibit P-130 (See 
Exh ib i t  l i s t ,  i n f r a )  . 
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EXIIIBITS-

NUMBER DESCRIPTION NOTES PAGES 
1'i ~ i t  seen c a r d  I 
M- 2 MACV Card "Nine Rules" b u t  d i d  n o t  g e t  on ,29,30 

MACV Card "Enemy i n  -
M- 3 Your Hands" W i t  never  s a w .  

W i t  r ecognized  t h e  
P-16 - Miscel laneous Scene a r e a  as be ing  seen  

on r e t u r n  t o  t h e  
-- v i l l a g e .  -

W i t  s t a t e s  it w a s  
P-26 Miscel laneous Scene n o t  LZ ~ o t t i e .  

W i t  recognized t h e  
P-33 Miscel laneous Scene area a s  be ing  seen  

on r e t u r n  t o  t h et---------

I v i l l a g e  . 

I ) W i t  r ecognized  t h e  -
P-34 Miscel laneous Scene 	 t h e  x e a  a s  be ing  

seen  on r e t u r n  t o  

-	 t h e  v i l l a g e .  
Rice paddy o u t s i d e  

P-61 Miscel laneous Scene My La i  ( 4 ? .  
W i t  r ecognized  b u t  

P-64 Miscel laneous Scene could  n o t  l o c a t e .  
I I d e n t i f i e d  as b e i n  

P-123 Miscel laneous Scene a t  LZ D o t t i e .  
I d e n t i f i e d  as b e i n  

P-124 Miscel laneous Scene a t  LZ D o t t i e .  
I 1 d e n t 1 ' - i s v  

P-126 Miscel laneous Scene a r e a  on 16-	 l a a g e r  
March. W i t  
i d e n t i f i e d  SMAIL. 
1 d e n t i k l e d S - r e -

~ ~ i s c e l l a n e o u s  -supply  chopper.  
----I---+-

SceneI?;?:; 
A e r l a l  photograph 	 W $ t w a s  o r i e n t a t e d  
anno ta t ed  by wi tnes s  t 6  it... P o i n t  #1 

~riaTcS €es  where he 
landed.-
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(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1035 h o u r s ,  
30 December 1969.) 

MR WEST: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR: The fo l lowing  persons  a r e  p r e s e n t :  MR WEST, 
COL MILLER, M A J  ZYCHOWSKI, and MAJ COOP. 

The n e x t  w i t n e s s  i s  Se rgean t  Cha r l e s  E .  HUTTO. 

(SGT HUTTO was c a l l e d  as a w i t n e s s ,  
was sworn, and t e s t i f i e d  a s  fo l lows  : )  

P l e a s e  s t a t e  your f u l l  name, g rade ,  S o c i a l  
S e c u r i t y  number, branch of  s e r v i c e ,  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  and 
s t a t i o n .  

A. Char les  Edward HUTTO, Se rgean t  E-5,  I 

Headquar ters  and Headquar ters  Company, 3d A I T  Br igade ,  F o r t  
Lewis, Washington. 

MR WEST: Se rgean t  HUTTO, b e f o r e  we g e t  i n t o  any q u e s t i o n s ,  
Colonel  MILLER w i l l  g i v e  you some info 'rmation about  t h e  
n a t u r e  and purpose of t h i s  i n q u i r y  and a l s o  w i l l  adv i se  
you as t o  your tes t imony r i g h t s .  

COL MILLER: Se rgean t ,  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was d i r e c t e d  
by t h e  Chief of  S t a f f  of t h e  Uni ted S t a t e s  Army and t h e  
S e c r e t a r y  of  t h e  Army. I t  i s  f o r  t h e  purpose of de te rmin ing  
f a c t s  and making f i n d i n g s  and recommendations concerning 
two ma j o r  t h i n g s  : 

(1) t h e  adequacy of p r i o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  and 
i n q u i r i e s  i n t o ,  and then  t h e  r e p o r t s  and reviews w i t h i n  
t h e  cha in  of  command of what w e  now c a l l  t h e  My L a i  
i n c i d e n t  of  March 1968, and 

( 2 )  t h e  p o s s i b l e  suppres s ion  o r  wi thhold ing  
of  i n fo rma t ion  by persons  who may have had a du ty  t o  
r e p o r t  any th ing  they  knew about  t h e  My L a i  i n c i d e n t .  

Our p r i n c i p a l  purpose i s  n o t  t o  f i n d  o u t  
e v e r y t h i n g  t h a t  went on t h e r e .  I t  i s  f o r  t h o s e  two t h i n g s :  
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i n v e s t i g a t i n g  t h e  r e p o r t i n g  an  one hand; and suppress ion  
on t h e  o t h e r  hand. A s  a  p r a c t i c a l  m a t t e r ,  w e  do g e t  
i n t o  q u i t e  a b i t  about what a c t u a l l y  happened at M y  
L a i . 

W e  have read  t h e  s t a t ements  of many w i t -
nesses ,  inc luding  yours ,  t h a t  w e r e  given i n  o t h e r  
o f f i c i a l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  i n t o  the My Lai i n c i d e n t .  
W e  have them a v a i l a b l e .  

Your testimony today w i l l  be  under oath.  W e  are 
making a verbatim t r a n s c r i p t .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  r e p o r t e r  
t h e r e  i s  a l s o  a t ape  recorde r  recording  what w e  say.  

The c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of our  r e p o r t  is 
genera l ly  c o n f i d e n t i a l .  However, t h e r e  is  a t  l e a s t  
a p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  some o r  a l l  of t h e  testimony 
LlaL i s  gi,-~,~le,.em h y  s o m e  day become a mat t e r  
of p u b l i c  knowledge. 

With r e s p e c t  t o  d i scuss ion  of what 
you have t o  say he re ,  you a r e  ordered t o  n o t  
d i scuss  your testimony given i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
wi th  o t h e r s ,  inc luding  o t h e r  wi tnesses  before  t h i s  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  unless  you a r e  r equ i red  t o  do s o  i n  
the performance cf  your s f f i c i a l  duty,  c r  i f  you 
may be requ i red  t o  do s o  by competent admin i s t r a t ive ,  
- j A ~ d i c i a l ,o r  l e g i s l a t i v e  forum. 

Now I know t h a t  you a r e  under t h e  o r d e r  
of t h e  m i l i t a r y  judge i n  the case  of t h e  United 
S t a t e s  v. Cal ley.  Cer ta in ly ,  i f  you were c a l l e d ,  
t h i s t h e  forums where you can t e s t i f y ,  
obviously . 

Your testimony here  is  no t  i n  v i o l a t i o n  
of t h e  o rde r  of t h e  m i l i t a r y  judge. The f a c t  t h a t  
you may t e s t i f y  h e r e  does no t  r e l i e v e  you of the 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  complying w i t h  the m i l i t a r y  judge's 
o rde r  a t  a l a t e r  time. 

D o  you have any ques t ions  about t h e s e  
th ings  t h a t  I \ave gone through s o  f a r ?  I f  you do, 
f e e l  f r e e  t o  ask ques Li , , . 
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A. No. 

COL MILLER: I t o l d  you t h e  g e n e r a l  purpose of t h e  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  I also t o l d  you we had looked a t  some of 
the p r i o r  s t a t e m e n t s  made by o t h e r  w i t n e s s e s .  We've 
a l s o  r ead  your  p r i o r  s t a t emen t s .  Before  we proceed any 
f u r t h e r ,  I want t o  adv i se  you t h a t  a t  t h i s  t ime you 
are suspec t ed  of  s e v e r a l  o f f e n s e s  which you may have 
committed i n  t h i s  My La i  o p e r a t i o n .  The f i r s t  of 
t h e s e  i s  the o f f e n s e  of murder. The second is  a s s a u l t  
w i t h  i n t e n t  t o  commit murder. And t h e  t h i r d  i s  t h e  
o f f e n s e  of r ape .  

Before  we do ask any q u e s t i o n s ,  I want 
t o  be  c e r t a i n  t h a t  you unders tand  your  r i g h t s  w i t h  
r e s p e c t  t o  g i v i n g  tes t imony and second,  your  r i g h t  t o  
counsel .  C e r t 3 i n l y  you need n o t  make any s t a t e m e n t  
whatsoever .  You have a r i g h t  t o  remain s i l e n t .  Any 
s t a t e m e n t  you do make may be used a g a i n s t  you i n  
ev idence  i n  a c r i m i n a l  t r i a l .  

You have t h e  r i g h t  t o  c o n s u l t  w i t h  
counse l .  By counse l  I mean a q u a l i f i e d  lawyer.  
I f  you dec ide  t h a t  you would l i k e  t o ,  you may have 
counse l  p r e s e n t  w i t h  you i n  t h i s  hea r ing .  You 
may r e t a i n  counse l  a t  your  own expense and by t h i s  
I mean a c i v i l i a n  lawyer. O r  m i l i t a r y  counse l  w i l l  
be  appo in t ed  f o r  you a t  no expense t o  you inasmuch as 
you are i n  t h e  m i l i t a r y  and s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  Code. 
I f  p o s s i b l e ,  i f  you have counse l  of your  own s e l e c t i o n ,  
w e  would make him a v a i l a b l e  i f  he i s  reasonably  a v a i l -  
a b l e  t o  u s ,  o r  o therwise  a p p o i n t  o t h e r  counse l .  I f  
you dec ide  t h a t  you want counse l ,  you may have counse l  
w i t h  you p r e s e n t  a t  t h i s  h e a r i n g  and c o n s u l t  w i t h  
him a t  any t i m e .  

Of cou r se ,  you s t i l l  have t h e  r i g h t  t o  
make no s t a t e m e n t ,  i f  you wish.  Even i f  you do  
dec ide  r i g h t  now t o  go ahead and answer q u e s t i o n s  wi th-  
o u t  having any counse l  w i t h  you, you can c e r t a i n l y  
s t o p  answering q u e s t i o n s  a t  any t i m e  o r  you can 
r e f u s e  t o  answer any q u e s t i o n  t h a t  you may wish 
n o t  t o  answer concerning t h i s  My L a i  i n c i d e n t .  
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You may a sk  f o r  counse l  a t  any t i m e  d u r i n g  t h e  ques t ion -
i n g ,  Do you have any q u e s t i o n  about  what I ' v e  t o l d  
you so f a r ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q About your  r i g h t  n o t  t o  t e s t i f y  o r  your  
r i g h t  t o  counse l?  Would you l i k e  m e  t o  e x p l a i n  it 
any f u r t h e r ?  

A. No, sir ,  

Q Do you unders tand  t h e  o f f e n s e s  o f  which 
you a r e  suspec t ed?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q My f i r s t  q u e s t i o n  is: Do you want counse l?  

A.  N o ,  sir.  . . 

Q My second q u e s t i o n  is :  a r e  you w i l l i n g  
t o  make a s t a t e m e n t ,  answer o u r  q u e s t i o n s  a t  t h i s  t ime? 

A. 1'11 answer any q u e s t i o n s .  

Q. I remind you t h a t  a t  any t i m e ,  i f  you 
wish t o  have counse l ,  you are c e r t a i n l y  f r e e  t o  do 
s o .  And anyth ing  you do say  can be used a g a i n s t  you. 

MR WEST: L e t ' s  have a s h o r t  recess. 

(The h e a r i n g  r eces sed  a t  1043 hour s ,  
30 December 1969.) 

(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1045 hour s ,  
30 December 1 969. ) 

MR WEST: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR : A l l  p r e s e n t  when t h e  h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  are 
aga in  p r e s e n t .  
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MR WEST: Sergeant  HUTTO, what was your assignment 
on 1 6  March 1968? 

A. I was a machinegun team member. 

Q- What w a s  t h e  u n i t ?  

Q- A t  t h i s  t ime,  was Char l i e  Company a t t a c h e d  
t o  Task Force Barker i n  South Vietnam? 

A. Y e s .  

Q- Do you r e c a l l  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  t h a t  Char l i e  
Company p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  a g a i n s t  t h e  hamlet  of My Lai  ( 4 ) ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir.-

Q - On t h e  day b e f o r e ,  t h e  15 th  of March, we 
rece ived  evidence t h a t  Captain MEDINA b r i e f e d  t h e  company 
p r e t t y  thoroughly on t h e  next  d a y ' s  ope ra t ion .  Could 
you t e l l  us about t h i s ,  what he t o l d  t h e  company? 

A. W e l l ,  a s  t o  what I remember hea r ing  a t  
t h e  b r i e f i n g ,  t h i s  i s  what I remember hear ing:  t h a t  
he t o l d  everyone i n  t h e  whole company t h a t  t h i s  would 
be your chance t o  g e t  back f o r  your buddies  t h a t  had 
been k i l l e d .  T h a t ' s  a l l  I remember. 

Q. Before t h i s  t i m e ,  had t h e  company s u f f e r e d  
q u i t e  a few c a s u a l t i e s ?  

A. Q u i t e  a few. 

Q - Would you t e l l  us about t h i s ?  

A. W e l l ,  t hose  mostly from booby t r a p s  
and land  mines, t h e r e  was no way of f i g h t i n g  back. 

(HUTTO) 5 APP T-49 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 




FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

Q- H a d  the company been able to  come to 
g r i p s  wi th  t h e  V i e t  Cong dur ing  this pe r iod  b e f o r e  
16  March? 

A, I d o n ' t  understand. - - -

Q. W e l l ,  had you r e a l l y  been a b l e  t o  f i n d  
t h e  V i e t  Cong and p i n  them down and have a real 
f i re  f i g h t  wi th  them? 

A. Y e s ,  w e  d i d  have a few f i r e  f i g h t s .  W e  
g o t  caught i n  one c r o s s f i r e .  Nothing real b i g ,  

Q. D o  you remember a m e m o r i a l  service for 
WEBER? 

A. Y e s ,  sir, 

Q - Do you recall when t h i s  w a s  i n  r e l a t i o n  
t o  your b r i e f i n g  wi th  Captain MEDINA? 

A. No, I c a n ' t  recall when it w a s .  

Q - Did anybody bes ides  Captain MEDINA t a l k  
t o  t h e  company t h a t  evening? The n igh t  be fo re  t h e  
opera t ion?  

A. Not t h a t  I know of .  

Q Did Captain MEDINA t e l l  you what k ind  of 
mission t h i s  was? What each of you were t o  do? 

A. I t  was a search  and des t roy  mission. 

Q. What d i d  he t e l l  you about what you 
were t o  do i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Well, t o  what I can remember, he s a i d  
j u s t  go through t h e  v i l l a g e  on l i n e  and des t roy  a l l  
t h e  food, k i l l  a l l  t h e  animals,  and t h i s  way t h e  
Viet Cong wouldn ' t  have anything t o  come back t o .  

Q How about t h e  hootches? Did he say  what 
was t o  be done with them? 
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A. No, he d i d n ' t  s a y  a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  b u t  t h e  houses 
w e r e  burned i n  t h e  process  of moving t roops .  

Q What was s a i d  about t h e  people  t h a t  l i v e d  
t h e r e  i n  My La i  ( 4 )  , t h e  Vietnamese? 

A. W e l l ,  w e  heard t h a t  they was a l l  sympathizers 
of t h e  V i e t  Cong and they  was a11  Communists. 

Q *  Did he say  anything s p e c i f i c a l l y  about  
what t o  do about  them? 

A. No. A l l  he s a i d  was, "This would be your 
chance t o  g e t  back. " 

Q - H e  d i d n ' t  say  anyth ing  about  rounding 
up t h e  c i v i l i a n s  o r  t a k i n g  them away t o  a  re fugee  
c e n t e r ?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember him saying  t h a t .  

Q What impression d i d  t h e  company g e t  from 
t h i s  b r i e f i n g  regard ing  t h e  people  i n  My Lai  ( 4 ) ?  

A. The impression I g o t  was t h a t  whenever we 
moved through a v i l l a g e ,  anyth ing  t h a t  runs ,  shoot .  
T h a t ' s  t h e  impression t h e  company had. 

Q What would you say was t h e  mood of t h e  
company t h a t  n i g h t  a f t e r  t h e  b r i e f i n g ?  Were they 
ready f o r  a f i g h t ,  were they apprehensive? 

A. They was ready. The morale was low. 

' Q. We've had some s t a t emen t s  t o  t h e  e f f e c t  
t h a t  Captain  MEDINA gave t h e  company a pep t a l k  o r  
inflamed t h e  men. Was it t h a t  k ind  of t a l k  he gave 
t h e  company a s  you r e c a l l ?  

A. Y e s .  

MR WEST: Colonel MILLER, do you have any ques t ions  
a t  t h i s  p o i n t ?  
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COL MILLER: Did Captain MEDIMA s p e c i f i c a l l y  t e l l  
you t o  k i l l  a l l  t h e  people i n  the v i l l age?  I say 
you, I ' m  t a lk ing  about h i s  b rzef ing  to the company? 

A. No, he d i d n ' t  say it l i k e  t h a t .  Kind 
of a roundabout way.  

Q- . What d i d  you t a l k  about that evening
a f t e r  the  b r ie f ing?  "What d i d  t he  o ld  man say? What 
does he mean?" Was t h e r e  any t a l k  i n  the company of 
t h a t  s o r t ?  

A. W e l l ,  I guess t he  whole company understood 
t h a t  everything i n  t h i s  v i l l a g e  was Communist, and 
s ince  he had s a i d  t h i s ,  they thought that anything 
t h a t  ran  from us w a s  a Communist. 

Q - iid ;. leave you with the  impression 
that you would f i nd  anything o the r  than VC? 

A. W e  heard t h a t  t h i s  was a heavi ly  f o r t i f i e d  3 

v i l l age .  

Q- You s a i d  t h i s  was a search and destroy SD 
mission. What o ther  kinds of missions d id  you have? 'a 

A. J u s t  search and c l ea r .  

Q I n  your mind, what i s  the  di f ference?  

A. Well, search and c l e a r  i s  j u s t  going 
through a v i l l a g e  and checking it out  f o r  weapons, 
t o  check and see  i f  the re  i s  any Viet  Cong i n  the  
v i l l age .  Search and destroy is  j u s t  t o  go through 
a v i l l a g e  and destroy everything. 

Q. Did anybody ever explain t o  you the 
technical  d i f fe rence  i n  a course o r  a b r ie f ing?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  

Q. Were you s p e c i f i c a l l y  t o l d  by Captain 
MEDINA t o  k i l l  a l l  the  animals a t  t h i s  b r ie f ing?  
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A. Y e s .  

Q To burn? 

A. Well, a t  t h a t  b r i e f i n g  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  him 
saying about the  v i l l a g e ,  j u s t  k i l l  t he  animals and 
des t roy a l l  t h e  food. 

Q. How about des t roy a l l  t h e  people? 

A, No. A l l  he s a i d  i n  t h e  b r i e f i n g  was t h i s  
would be your chance t o  g e t  back. 

Q - Did you expect  t o  have a p r e t t y  ha rd  
f i g h t  t h a t  day? 

A. Yes. 

Q Did you expect  t o  f i n d  women, ch i ld ren ,  
and o l d  men i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  i n  any numbers? 

N 
93 A. No. 

MR WEST: Who were t h e  o t h e r  members of t h e  weapons
C d  
.t squad? Can you name them? 

A. W e l l ,  t h e r e  was MOORE, WRIGHT --
Q- i s  t h a t  M-9-X-E-RT 

A. Something l i k e  t h a t .  And t h e r e  was 
TOKFSS, HUTSON --
Q - Is t h a t  H-U-T-S-0-N? 

A. Y e s .  

Q Was t h e r e  a man named ROSCHEVITZ? 

A. ROSCHEVITZ. I don ' t  remember i f  he 
was i n  t h e  squad a t  t h a t  time o r  not .  
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Who was t h e  squad l e a d e r ?  

HUTSON. 

Is t h a t  HUDSON o r  HUTSON? 

HUTSON. 

Who was your  p l a toon  Leader? 

L ieu tenan t  BROOKS. 

P la toon  s e r g e a n t ?  

Se rgean t  BUCHANON. 

Q. Can you d e s c r i b e  f o r  us  what your  squad d i d  t h e  
n e x t  day, a f t e r  you h i t  t h e  landing  zone? 

A. Well,  we s e t  up a pe r ime te r  w h i l e  everyone 
e l s e  was g e t t i n g  o f f  t h e  choppers.  And we j u s t  wai ted  
t h e r e  u n t i l  we g o t  t h e  word t o  move o u t  on l i n e .  

Q. A s  1 unders tand  it, t h e  1st and 2d Pla toons  
were moved through My Lai  ( 4 )  on l i n e  wi th  t h e  2d Pla-  
tcsr, sn t h e  l e f t ,  or  tile n o r t h ,  t a k i n g  t h e  n o r t h  h a l f  
of t h e  hamlet .  Is t h i s  your  r e c o l l e c t i o n  of t h e  way 
it worked? 

A.  Yes. 

Q. Would you go ahead and d e s c r i b e  what t h e  
weapons squad d i d  wh i l e  t h i s  was going on? 

A. Well ,  we was on l i n e  going through t h e  v i l l a g e  
and a l o t  of  t h e  people s t a r t e d  running and somewhere 
down t h e  l i n e  someone s t a r t e d  t o  f i r e  and then  every- 
one d id .  

Q. You're t a l k i n g  about  Vietnamese peop le  
running from you? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Were you r e c e i v i n g  any h o s t i l e  f i r e ?  
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A. No, n o t  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  

Q. When you w e r e  on t h e  o u t s k i r t s  of t h e  v i l l a g e
did  an o r d e r  come down from t h e  company o r  t h e  p i a toon  
l e a d e r  about what you were t o  do? 

A. No, I d i d n ' t  h e a r  t h e  o r d e r ,  b u t  it had t o  
be an o r d e r  f o r  t h i s ,  t o  s t a r t  f i r i n g  a t  t h e  Vietnamese. 
I t  could have o r i g i n a t e d  from j u s t  one man f i r i n g  a t  
a Vietnamese running,  b u t  I d o n ' t  know t h e  t r u t h  about 
t h a t .  

Q Then you opened up and s t a r t e d . f i r i n g  a t  t h e  
Vietnamese. A l l  r i g h t ,  go ahead and d e s c r i b e  what 
happened. 

A. W e l l ,  it was l i k e  t h a t  a l l  t h e  way through. 
People running,  g e t t i n g  i n  t h e i r  t u n n e l s ,  and a s  w e  went 
through we  j u s t  s t a r t e d  des t roy ing  every th ing .  

Q- Did t h e  p la toon  s e t  f i r e  t o  t h e  hootches  
t h a t  you went through a t  t h i s  t i m e  o r  was t h e  p la toon  
more concerned about t h e  people  and t h e  animals and 
des t roy ing  t h e  food? 

A. W e l l ,  I t h i n k  t h e  company was more concerned 
wi th  des t roy ing  t h e  food and k i l l i n g  t h e  animals  a t  
t h i s  t ime because w e  were looking through t o  s e e  i f  
there was any VC o r  anyth ing  l i k e  t h a t .  

Q. Can you desc r ibe  what your squad d i d  now, 
t h e  weapons squad? A s  I take  it, t h e r e  was you, and 
MOWER, and TORRES, the t h r e e  of you. TORRES was t h e  
ammunition b e a r e r ,  MOWER was your a s s i s t a n t  gunner? 

A. Right .  

Q- Could you d e s c r i b e  what t h e  t h r e e  o f .  you d id  
and what you s a w  a s  you went through? 

A. A s  we g o t  t o  t h e  edge of t h e  v i l l a g e  b e f o r e  
we  w a s  on t h e  i n s i d e  of  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  people  s t a r t e d  
f i r i n g  and everyone opened up. 

Q. Were you f i r i n g  your machinegun? 

A. Y e s ,  b u t  a t  people t h a t  was running,  f o r  
j u s t  a few minutes.  
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Q .  Was t h i s  an M-60? 

Q .  It w a s  hand-held a t  t h e  time? 

A, Right. 

Q- Okay, go ahead. 

A,  And after  a f e w  minutes I changed o f f  wi th  
my ammo beare r .  H e  took t h e  M-60 and I took h i s  M-16, 
and it was l i k e  t h a t  a l l  t h e  way through the v i l l a g e ,  
W e  j u s t  kep t  changing o f f ,  tke a s s i s t a n t  machine-
gunner and myself. 

Q - You took t u r n s  opera t ing  t h e  machinegun? 

A. Yes. 

Q .  So MOWER f i r e d  it p a r t  of t h e  t i m e ,  TORRES 
f i r e d  it p a r t  of t h e  t ime, and you f i r e d  it p a r t  of 
t h e  time? 

A. Right  . 
Q - I b e l i e v e  you s t a t e d  i n  a p r i o r  s ta tement  
about halfway through the v i l l a g e  you came on a l i t t l e  
c l e a r i n g ?  

A .  Right.  

Q Up t o  t h a t  time had you seen many people 
k i l l e d ,  Vietnamese k i l l e d ?  

A. There wasn ' t  many a t  t h a t  time. 

Q. How about your squad, d id  you account f o r  
many up t o  t h a t  t ime? 

A. No. 

Q. Okay, can you t e l l  us what happened i n  t h e  
l i t t l e  c l e a r i n g  i n  t h e  - - i l l a g e ?  
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A. J u s t  b e f o r e  we approached t h i s  c l e a r i n g ,  I 
changed o f f  w i t h  my ammo b e a r e r ,  TORRES, and t h e r e  w a s  
a l o t  of commotion--

Q - ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  W e l l ,  would you d e s c r i b e  t h e  
Vietnamese people  over  t h e r e ,  where t hey  were ,  what they  
c o n s i s t e d  o f ?  

A. W e l l ,  t h e r e  was some s m a l l  groups ,  some s h o t .  

Q About how many Vietnamese w e r e  t h e r e ?  

A. J u s t  s c a t t e r e d  through t h e r e  i n  t h i s  l i t t l e  
c l e a r i n g ,  I would say  somewhere i n  t h e  t e e n s .  

Q - You p r e v i o u s l y  i n d i c a t e d  t h e r e  was about  10 o r  
15 ,  does t h a t  sound about  r i g h t ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q. What k i n d .  of  people  w e r e  they?  

A. The ones I seen  w a s  most ly  men and women. 

Q Any c h i l d r e n ?  

A.  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  s e e i n g  .any c h i l d r e n .  

Q A l l  r i g h t ,  what happened? What d i d  TORRES 
do, f o r  example? 

A.  W e l l ,  TORRES, h e  went ahead o f  us .  Everyone 
w a s  j u s t  r u s h i n g ,  t r y i n g  t o  s e e  i f  t hey  could f i n d  caches 
of weapons. I came a c r o s s  TORRES, and a s  I s a i d  b e f o r e ,  
I seen  him r a p e  t h i s  g i r l .  

Q Before  t h a t  occu r red  though,  i n  your  p r i o r  
s t a t e m e n t  t h a t  you made a t  F o r t  Lewis, Washington t o  
M r .  THOMPSON of  C I D ,  you were t a l k i n g  about  t h e  1 0  o r  
15  people  i n  t h e  c l e a r i n g .  And you s a i d  t h a t  TORRES opened 
up w i t h  a machinegun. Is t h i s  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q Do you mean he s h o t  t h e  people  w i t h  a machinegun? 

A. Y e s .  
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Q - What happened a5tcr t h a t ?  W e r e  you armed a t  
t h i s  time? 

A. Y e s ,  I w a s .  I w a s  armed wi th  an M-16. 

Q - Did you do any shoot ing? 

A. Y e s ,  I d id .  

Q - What d i d  you do? 

A. Well, I d i d  l i k e  everyone else. 

Q Would you care t o  exp la in  t h a t ?  You d o n ' t  have 
t o  answer t h e  ques t ion ,  i f  you d o n ' t  want t o .  

A ,  Well, a l l  I ' l l  say  i s  I done l i k e  everyone else. 

0 .  What about MOWER? Did he shoot  a t  any of 
wese  people? 

A.  Y e s .  

0- I n  your s t a t ement  t o  M r .  THOMPSON you s a i d  
apparent ly  MOWER s h o t  one o r  two of them wi th  a .45,  

A, Right. 

Q - You a l s o  descr ibed  t o  M r .  THOMPSON a group of 
seven o r  e i g h t  Vietnamese people c o n s i s t i n g  of men, women, 
and c h i l d r e n  s i t t i n g  i n  a group i n  a c l e a r i n g  and they  were 
f i r e d  upon b y ,  how do you pronounce it ,  ROSCHEVITZ, who w a s  
armed with an M-79. Could you descr ibe  t h a t  i n c i d e n t  p lease?  . 

A.  Well, 1'11 t e l l  it j u s t  l i k e  I seen it. H e  
f i r e d  an M-79 i n t o  t h i s  group and missed, and t h e  second 
M-79--fired a round and h i t  t h e  group and k i l l e d  them. 
I guess it d id .  

Q - Were they a l l  k i l l e d  by t h e  M-79 round? 
- -

A. y e s ,  t o  what I can r e c a l l .  

Q Did you s e e  any o t h e r  people k i l l e d  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. No. 
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Q- About how many dead people, dead Vietnamese, 
d i d  you s e e  a l t o g e t h e r  i n  My Lai  t h a t  morning? 

A. I I d  say about 20 t o  2 5 .  

Q. Now you had i n d i c a t e d  t o  M r .  THOMPSON t h e r e  
was perhaps 30  t o  50 .  Does t h a t  r e f r e s h  your memory any, 
. o r  was it a smal ler  f i g u r e ?  

A. Well, it was somewhere around--I d i d n ' t  count 
every person t h a t  I came across .  I c o u l d n ' t  g ive  an a c t u a l  
count . 
Q* Did you hear  anything about o r  s e e  a d i t c h  with 
a number of dead people i n  i t ?  

A. I never heard of t h i s  d i t c h ,  u n t i l  I found ou t  
up t h e r e  a t  F o r t  L e w i s .  

Q. Did you s t i c k  p r e t t y  w e l l  wi th  t h e  nor th  h a l f  
of t h e  v i l l a g e  as you moved through? 

A. Yes. 

Q- Can you r e c a l l  how long i t  took t h e  p la toon t o  
move through i t s  s e c t o r  of My Lai ( 4 )  and come o u t  on t h e  
e a s t  end of the  hamlet? 

A. I 'd s a y  it took most of t h e  morning. 

9- What d i d  t h e  p la toon do a f t e r  it reached the  
e a s t  edge? Do you r e c a l l  s e t t i n g  up a per imeter  i n  t h e  
r i c e  paddy? 

A. W e  s e t  up a per imeter  around t h e  edge of t h e  
v i l l a g e  and a t e  chow. 

Q Did you see  a h e l i c o p t e r  land a t  t h i s  time? 

A. No, I d i d n ' t .  I heard a h e l i c o p t e r ,  b u t  I 
d i d n ' t  s ee  one land.  

Q Around t h e  time when you reached t h e  e a s t  edge 
of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  perhaps before  chow, d i d  you hea r  some o rde r s  
come down t o  s t o p  the  shoot ing? Perhaps s t o p  burning? 
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A. No, I never d i d  h e a r  those  orders .  

Q - L e t ' s  qo back to  this i n c i d e n t  about TORRES. 
YOU mentioned that TORIES had raped someone. Can you 
desc r ibe  t h i s  i n c i d e n t ?  

A. FTeiL,  just that he forced  t h i s  woman. 

Q. Where was t h i 5  taking place? 

A. Somerhe~earound the c lear ing .  

Q - In the middle of t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A, Y e s .  

Q ,  . i c ~ d l iLIE account of t h i s  i n c i d e n t  t h a t  
you gave t o  Mr. T H G , S S O N ,  the C I D  agent? 

A. I doii 't understand. 

Q W e l l ,  we have a  s ta tement  which you s igned that 
w a s  taken by M r .  T H O ~ S O Nof the C I D ,  a s ta tement  you gave 
on t h e  18th  of November, 1969, i n  which you descr ibed  t h i s  
i n c i d e n t .  You spoke of TORRES and Joe T .  JOLLY having this 
~ i r li n s i d e  a h u t ,  and TORRES had i n t e r c o u r s e  wi th  h e r ,  and 
fol lowing t h a t  JOLLY had in te rcourse  with he r .  You saw t h i s  
~ n c i d e n t ,b u t  you d i d n ' t  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  i t ?  

No, I d i d n ' t ,A. 

Q. This i s  t h e  i n c i d e n t  t h a t  you mentioned e a r l i e r ?  

A. Right.  

Q Do you know what happened t o  t h i s  g i r l ?  

A.  N o ,  I d o n ' t  know. I d i d n ' t  know a t  t h a t  t i m e .  
1 found o u t  a t  F o r t  Lewls what happened t o  h e r ,  t h a t  she 
was k i l l e d .  

Q You d i d n ' t  !cr!a::r t h i s  w h i l e  you were i n  Vietnam? 

A.  No. 
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Q During t h i s  movement through My Lai  4 ,  d i d  you 
a c t u a l l y  encounte r  any VC r e s i s t a n c e  a t  a l l ,  t a k e  any f i r e ?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any du r ing  t h e  t ime w e  were goinq 
through t h e  v i l l a g e .  I know w e  r a n  a c r o s s  one NVA t h a t  some-
body had k i l l e d .  W e  g o t  h i s  c a r b i n e .  

Q e  Did t h e  p l a t o o n  s u f f e r  any c a s u a l t i e s ?  

A. The on ly  one I hea rd  of  was CARTER, s h o t  h imself  
i n  t h e  f o o t .  

Q Was he i n  your  p l a toon?  

A. No. 

Q. Sergean t  HUTTO, do you remember t h e  remainder 
of t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ,  t h e  r e s t  of  t h e  day on t h e  1 6 t h ,  t h e  
1 7 t h ,  t h e  18 th?  Do you remember what t h e  company d i d ?  

No, I d o n ' t  reme'mber. 

Q Our in fo rma t ion  i s  t h a t  a f t e r  going through t h e  
hamlet  o f  My L a i  ( 4 )  t h e  company cont inued  t o  move t o  t h e  
east and then  l a a g e r e d  f o r  t h e  n i g h t  some l i t t l e  d i s t a n c e  
e a s t  of My La i  ( 4 ) ,  t hen  t h e  n e x t  day moved sou th  down through 
t h e  l i t t l e  hamle ts  of  My Khe ( 3 )  , My Khe (1), My Khe ( 2 )  . 
There w a s  one p l a toon  going up on H i l l  85 t o  check o u t  t h e  
p l a c e  and a guy named MEADLO s t epped  on a mine and l o s t  a 
f o o t .  Do you recall  t h a t ?  

A. I remember h e a r i n g  about  him s t e p p i n g  on t h e  
mine. 

Q. Do you remember t h e  movement now, going sou th  
moving through t h e s e  l i t t l e  hamle t s ,  My Khe ( 3 ) ,  My Khe ( l ) ,  
and My Khe ( 2 )  ? 

A. No. 

Q We've had i n d i c a t i o n s  t h a t  C h a r l i e  Company d i d  
move through t h e s e  p l a c e s  and burned t h e  hootches  and encoun-
t e r e d  very  few, i f  any, VC. The company s p e n t  a second n i g h t  
i n  t h e  f i e l d  and moved back t o  t h e  n o r t h  and was l i f t e d  o u t  

APP T-49 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

the af te rnoon of the 1 8 t h  and taken back t o  Landing Zone 
~ o c t i e ,  Do you recall t h a t ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q.  .They were e x t r a c t e d  and taken back to  Dot t ie .  
Now, w e  've a l s o  had testimony t h a t  Colonel HENDERSON, t h e  
1,rigade commander, m e t  some of t h e  men i n  the company as 
t i ley  w e r e  being brought  back t o  Dot t i e  and t a l k e d  t o  t h e m  
about the a c t i o n  a t  My Lai  ( 4 )  , and asked some ques t ions  
about t h e  k i l l i n g  of  Vietnamese. W e r e  you p r e s e n t  a t  this 
time? 

A* No. 

Q. Now Captain MEDINA t o l d  us t h a t  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  
~ h . 2Fi-."ident of M y  L a i  ( 4 )  , he g o t  t h e  company t o g e t h e r  and 
t o l d  them that t h e r e  w a s  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  going on, and it 
would be b e t t e r  t h a t  they  d i d n ' t  t a l k  about t h e  i n c i d e n t  
AG -u:3 as ,here was an i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  Did you h e a r  t h i s ?  

A. Yes, I d i d  h e a r  soneth ing  about t h a t .  . But -I 
never d i d  s e e  anyone come around. 

Q. Did anyone s p e c i f i c a l l y  t e l l  you t o  keep q u i e t  
about the  i n c i d e n t ?  

A. No. 

Q I n  November t h e r e  were some p ress  r e p o r t s ,  
~ - . . - s sspecu la t ion  t h a t  t h e  men o f  Char l ie  Company may 
hdve  been under t h e  in f luence  of  marijuana during t h e  
opera t ion  a t  My Lai ( 4 ) .  Do you know of any such th ing?  

A. No. 

Q Was t h e r e  a marijuana problem i n  t h e  company? 
I d o n ' t  mean j u s t  casua l  smoking of marijuana, b u t  w a s  t h e r e  
a problem, perhaps men going i n t o  combat whi le  under t h e  
in f luence?  

A. I donit r e c a l l .  

Q What. kind of assignments d i d  Char l i e  Company draw 
a f t e r  My Lai?  Any change i n  t h e i r  type  of missions they  w e r e  
given? 
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A. Well, j u s t  mostly search  and c l e a r .  

Q. , &out l i k e  it had been before?  

A.  Y e s .  

Q. How long d i d  you s t a y  wi th  Char l ie  Company 
a f t e r  My Lai? 

A. Four o r  f i v e  months. 

Q. I have some genera l  ques t ions  t o  ask you. One 
of them is,  can you t e l l  us how a  body count was made i n  
your platoon,  how you repor ted  t h e  VC k i l l e d ,  f o r  ex- 
ample? Was t h e r e  any system f o r  it t h a t  you remember? 

A.  No, I never d id  make a  r e p o r t  on t h i s .  

Q. I n  some o u t f i t s  they have a r u l e  t h a t  you c a n ' t  
count a VC KIA unless  you can a c t u a l l y  touch him. They 
do t h a t  s o  t h e r e  won't  be i n f l a t e d  repor t s .  

A. W e  were t o l d  t h e  b e s t  way t o  prove t h a t  you d i d  
k i l l  a VC was e i t h e r  t o  take  h i s  u n i t  patch o f f  o r  h i s  
c lo thes .  

Q. There were some precaut ions  taken t o  be s u r e  
t h a t  t h e r e  a c t u a l l y  was VC k i l l e d  be fo re  it was repor ted?  

A. Yes. 

Q - Did you know what body count was repor ted  t h a t  
day a t  My Lai? 

A. No. 

Q. Now I want t o  ask you t h r e e  o t h e r  ques t ions ,  
Sergeant  HUTTO. This c a l l s  f o r  your opinion.  I t  w i l l  
be h e l p f u l  t o  t h i s  inqui ry  t o  have your thoughts  on t h e s e  
ques t ions .  The f i r s t  one is :  What do you th ink  r e a l l y  
happened a t  My Lai  (4) on t h e  16th of  March. What caused t o  
happen what d i d  happen? 

A. Well, I would say t h e r e  was a l o t  of innocent  
people k i l l e d .  There was a lack  of communication about 
t h e  whole company moving through. 
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Q We have had some o t h e r  testimony t o  i n d i c a t e  
t h a t  th ings  got  out  of c o n t r o l .  Is t h a t  about what you 
had i n  mind? 

A. Y e s .  

Q Could you exp la in  maybe i n  a l i t t l e  more d e t a i l  
.about how th ings  got  ou t  of con t ro l?  You mentioned, I be-
l i e v e ,  t h a t  when t h e  p la toon f i r s t  moved i n t o  t h e  hamlet ,  
f i r i n g  s t a r t e d .  You mean t h e r e  was no c o n t r o l  over t h e  
f i r i n g ?  

A. A t  f i r s t  t h e r e  was some c o n t r o l .  The l i n e ,  
I guess, got  s t aggered ,  and one time we was almost shoot ing  
i n t o  each o the r .  

Q . Do you know where t h e  p la toon l e a d e r  and 
p la toon se rgean t  were while t h e  platoon moved through t h e  
hamlet? 

A .  No, I don ' t .  

Q Now, we've t a l k e d  t o  t h e  platoon se rgean t  of t h e  
1st Platoon,  and he s tayed p r e t t y  w e l l  t o  t h e  r e a r  according 
t o  h i s  testimony. Squad l e a d e r s  were up f r o n t  while t h e  
p la toon se rgean t  s tayed t o  t h e  r e a r .  Did your ~ l s . t ~ c n  
sergeant opera te  t h a t  way? Do you r e c a l l ?  

A. T h a t ' s  t h e  way we d id  most of t h e  time. 

Q How about t h e  p la toon l e a d e r ,  Lieutenant  
BROOKS? 

A. He d i d  t h e  same t h i n g .  

Q Did he s t a y  t o  t h e  r e a r  o r  d id  he go ou t  t o  
t h e  f r o n t ?  

A. I donlt,remember see ing  him going o u t  t o  t h e  f r o n t .  

Q The next  ques t ion  of  t h i s  s o r t  i s :  Why, would 
you s a y ,  i n  your opinion,  why d id  a l l  t h i s  k i l l i n g  of i n -
nocent  people t a k e  p lace?  This seems t o  everyone a  very  
unusual th ing .  

A. I don' t know. 
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Q. W e l l ,  you have g iven  us some c l u e s  t h a t  it was 
your  impress ion ,  and perhaps  t h e  op in ion  of  most of t h e  com-
pany, t h a t  everyone i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  was a Communist. We g o t  
t h e  impress ion  t h a t  Captain  MEDINA wanted them a l l  k i l l e d .  
These were t h e  o r d e r s .  Is t h i s  c o r r e c t ?  

A. I t  w a s n ' t  a d i r e c t  o r d e r  t h a t  he  gave,  b u t  t h a t ' s  
what everyone assumed. 

Q. Now i s  t h i s  a p o s s i b l e  f a c t o r ,  t h a t  C h a r l i e  Com- 
pany moved i n t o  My L a i  ( 4 )  expec t ing  s t r o n g  r e s i s t a n c e ,  ge t -
t i n g  i n t o  a tough f i r e  f i g h t ,  s o  they  went i n  f i r i n g  and 
moved ahead,  and even though t h e y  d i d n ' t  encoun te r  any re-
s i s t a n c e  t h e y  j u s t  k e p t  s h o o t i n g  a l l  t h e  way through t h e  
v i l l a g e ?  

A. Right .  

Q. My l a s t  q u e s t i o n  has  t o  do w i t h  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  
t h i s  i n c i d e n t  was n o t  recorded  r i g h t  away, w a s  n o t  widely  
known, t h e  f a c t  t h a t  a p p a r e n t l y  l i t t l e  was known o r  no th ing  
w a s  known about  it o u t s i d e  t h e  America1 D i v i s i o n  u n t i l  e a r l y  
t h i s  y e a r .  I n  f a c t ,  it was about  a y e a r  a f t e r  t h e  t h e  t h i n g  
happened b e f o r e  Department of t h e  Army and Department of 
Defense knew anyth ing  about  it. Can you e x p l a i n  why 
t h i s  i n c i d e n t  was n o t  recorded?  Do you have any t h e o r i e s  
about  t h i s ?  

A. No, I d o n ' t .  

Q. We've had some i n d i c a t i o n s  t h a t  a number of t h e  
men a f t e rwards  f e l t  remorse over  what had happened, w e r e  a-
shamed of i t ,  d i d n ' t  want t o  t a l k  about  it. Is t h a t  a v a l i d  
i d e a ?  Were you aware of any of t h i s ?  Other  men we've 
t a l k e d  t o  s a i d ,  no,  t hey  d i d n ' t  t h i n k  t h a t  was r i g h t .  What 
do you t h i n k ?  

A. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h a t  's r i g h t .  

Q. Did t h e  men of. t h e  company t a l k  t o  themselves  
about  it, about  what happened t h a t  day? 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  

MR WEST: Colonel  MILLER? 

COL MILLER: Did you a c t u a l l y  go i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  a t  a l l ?  
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A. - Right . 
Q. How f a r  i n  would you es t imate?  

A. Anywhere from 100 t o  150 m e t e r s .  

Q .  From t h e  n o r t h  edge? 

Right. 

Q .  Was MOWER wi th  you a l l  t h e  time? 

A. NO, he wasn ' t .  

Q. W a s  he p a r t  of  your team? 

A. Right. 

Q And TORRES w a s  p a r t  of your team? 

A. Right. 

Q Were you a PFC a t  t h e  time? 

Q. I n  your p r i o r  testimony, you s a i d ,  i n  e f f e c t ,  
t h a t  an o rde r  came down t o  k i l l  every th ing ,  t o  k i l l  the 
people.  Do you remember making t h a t  s ta tement .  This  is  the 
way it reads :  "An o r d e r  came down from t h e  company t o  
des t roy  a l l  t h e  food, k i l l  a l l  t h e  animals,  and k i l l  a l l  the 
people. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  who t o l d  me about t h i s ,  and I guess 
it came from higher  headquar ters ."  My ques t ion  is  this, do 
you r e c a l l  t h e  circumstances about t h i s  order?  

A. Right. A s  we en te red  t h e  v i l l a g e  an o rde r  like 
t h i s  had t o  come down, and t h a t ' s  when t h e  f i r i n g  s t a r t e d .  
But I d i d n ' t  hea r  t h e  o r d e r s .  I t  had t o  be an order .  

Q 
wonder 
t h i s  fi 
reason,  

I d o n ' t  mean t o  put  words i n  your mouth, b u t  I 
i f  t h i s  i s  what happened. A l l  of a sudden you heard 
. r ing .  You f i g u r e d ,  w e l l ,  t h e y ' r e  f i r i n g  f o r  some 

and you s t a r t e d  f i r i n g .  Is t h a t  about what happened? 

A. No, I wouldn't  say t h a t .  
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Q Did somebody pass  t h i s  on t o  you, t h a t  they t o l d  
us t o  s t a r t  k i l l i n g  everybody? What I ' m  g e t t i n g  a t  i s  t h i s ,  
can you remember somebody a c t u a l l y  pass ing  the  word down, 
maybe by word of mouth from one man t o  another  one, o r  d i d  
t h i s  shoot ing  s t a r t  r a t h e r  spontaneously and you assumed, 
and perhaps o t h e r  people assumed, w e l l ,  we ' re  supposed t o  
do t h i s ,  somebody s a i d  t o  do it, s o  we ' r e  doing i t ?  

A. Right. 

Q - But you never heard an o r d e r  passed d i r e c t l y
yourse l f?  Did you t a l k  t o  anyone l a t e r  who had heard such 
an order?  

A. No, I d i d n ' t .  

Q The evening be fo re ,  a f t e r  t h i s  b r i e f i n g ,  d id  you 
expect  your company would probably be shoot ing  women, ch i ld -
ren ,  o l d  men? 

A. No. 

Q A s  you en te red  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  d i d  you have the i d e a  
t h a t  you might be doing t h i s ?  

A .  No. 

Q You s a i d  t h a t  you d i d  shoot  some people and you 
saw o t h e r s .  When do you th ink  t h i s  r e a c t i o n  f i r s t  came 
about? 

A. I ' d  say j u s t  a s  soon a s  we en te red  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q. A f t e r  you en te red  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  from t h a t  time 
u n t i l  you came ou t  of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  d i d  you see  your platoon 
l eader?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  s ee ing  him anywhere. 

Q Did you s e e  your p la toon se rgean t?  

A. Yes, a t  one time. 

Q Was t h i s  a f t e r  a l l  of t h e  k i l l i n g  had taken 
p lace?  

A. Right.  
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Q- Uhi le  you w e r e  going through t h e  v i l l a g e ,  d i d  
you see any o t h e r  se rgean t s?  

A. No, I d o n ' t  recall see ing  any o t h e r  se rgean t s .  

Did you see any o t h e r  NCO's? 

J u s t  t h i s  one, JOLLY. 

Q - Did you see anybody who t r i e d  t o  s t o p  any of your 
fe l low s o l d i e r s  from shoot ing  or k i l l i n g  people? 

A. No. 

Q - Did everybody s e e m  t o  jo in  i n  on t h i s ?  

A. Well, t h e  whole company was f i r i n g .  

Q The whole company o r  t h e  p la toon are you t a l k i n g  
about? 

A -- The whole company, no t  j u s t  one p la toon.  

Q - The 3d Pla toon i s  someplace behind t h e  1st and 
t h e  2d Pla toons ,  apparent ly  t o  sweep through l a t e r .  And i f  
they s t a r t e d  f i r i n g  i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  t h e  1st and 2d Pla toons  
would be i n  f r o n t  of them. I ' m  n o t  t r y i n g  t o  t r a p  you here. 
I j u s t  wonder i f  you heard a  l o t  of shoot ing.  You assumed 
everybody on l i n e  was shoot ing? 

A. Tha t ' s  what I thought.  

Q. Now d i d  t h i s  seem t o  you t h e  r i g h t  t h i n g  t o  do 
l f t e r  you got  i n t o  t h e  f i g h t ?  

A. No. 

8 - But you k e p t  it up? Others kep t  it up? 

A ,  Yes, 

Q. Even assuming f o r  a moment t h a t  an o rde r  came 
down a t  one p o i n t ,  you saw two s o l d i e r s  i n  t h e  process  of 
rap ing  somebody, and you apparent ly  d i d n ' t  t r y  t o  s t o p  
t h a t .  You d i d n ' t  r e p o r t  t h a t  e i t h e r .  Now was t h e r e  any-
body e l s e  i n  a u t h o r i t y  t h e r e  who t r i e d  t o  s t o p  t h i s ?  
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A. I d o n ' t  recall  any f a c e s ,  b u t  t h e r e  w a s  o t h e r  
men t h e r e .  

Q Nobody t r i e d  t o  s t o p  i t ?  

A. No. 

Q- Do you have any i d e a  why nobody t r i e d  t o  s t o p  
t h i s ?  

A. No. 

Q Did you e v e r  r e p o r t  i t ?  

A.  No, I d i d n ' t .  

Q - Would you mind t e l l i n g  m e  why? 

A. I guess  because it w a s  l e f t  up t o  t h e  NCO'S ,  
which t h e r e  was one. 

Q You were a SP4? 

A. Y e s .  

Q One of  your  team members was invo lved  i n  t h i s ?  
Who w a s  t h i s  NCO t h a t  y o u ' r e  r e f e r r i n g  t o ?  

A. JOLLY. 

Q H e  w a s  a p a r t i c i p a n t  i n  t h a t .  You d i d n ' t  
expec t  him t o  r e p o r t  i t ?  

A. No. 

Q. What I ' m  wondering i s  t h i s ,  t h e r e  have been 
a l o t  of c i v i l i a n s  k i l l e d  r i g h t  i n  t h e  middle of  a f i r e  
f i g h t  o r  supposed f i r e  f i g h t ,  and s o l d i e r s  t a k e  t ime o u t  
t o  r a p e  somebody and nobody r e p o r t s  it. I wonder whether 
t h i s  w a s  a f e e l i n g  of l o y a l t y  t o  your  f e l l o w  s o l d i e r s  t h a t  
y o u ' r e  n o t  going t o  be  t h e  person  who s q u e a l s  on them o r  
whether it w a s  a f e e l i n g  of s e l f - p r o t e c t i o n :  " W e l l ,  I was 
i n  t h e  middle  of  t h i s .  I f  I say  any th ing  I ' m  going t o  be  
i n  t h e  soup too . "  O r  whether  it w a s  a f e e l i n g  o f ,  l e t ' s  s a y ,  
shame, and t h e r e  w a s  j u s t  a g e n e r a l  agreement by n o t  t a l k i n g  
a t  a l l  o r  t a l k i n g  t o g e t h e r  t o  t h e  e f f e c t ,  " L e t ' s  n o t  say 
any th ing  about  it, and maybe it w i l l  go away and nobody w i l l  
ask us. " I d o n ' t  know. 
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Some of  you who w e r e  t h e r e  might be a b l e  t o  t e l l  
us.. I 'm i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  and group r e a c t i o n .  
I f  you could t e l l  us something about t h i s ,  it would help.  

A. Real ly ,  t h e r e ' s  nothing I can say about t h a t .  
I t ' s  j u s t  t h a t  no one f e l t  good towards t h e  Vietnamese. 

Q - D i d  you t a l k  t o  anybody who f e l t  s o r r y  f o r  what 
happened af te rwards?  

A. No. 

MR WEST: What k ind  of a company commander w a s  Captain 
MEDINA? 

A. H e  was a r e a l  good company commander. 

n no - - 1 1  +hirtlr he  hqd t h e  company under h i s  c o n t r o l  
a c  a l l  t i m e s ?  

A. ! ; i , : I L ,  a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  he d id .  

Q - A s  a mat t e r  of f a c t  wasn ' t  the v i l l a g e  o f  My L a i  
( 4 )  broken up p r e t t y  w e l l  by t r e e s ,  groups of bushes,  garden 
p l o t s ,  s o  t h a t  is  w a s  p r e t t y  hard  t o  s e e  very f a r ?  

A. Right.  There, w a s  a l o t  of underbrush. 

Q - What w a s  Captain MEDINA1s a t t i t u d e  towards t h e  
Vietnamese people? 

A. I guess you could say he f e l t  l i k e  everyone 
else. 

Q - How d i d  everyone e l s e  f e e l ?  

A. I c a n ' t  answer t h a t .  I don ' t  know how he f e l t .  

Q. I th ink  maybe I know what you 're  g e t t i n g  a t ,  
but I'd l i k e  to hear  it i n  your own words, how t h e  men 
i n  t h e  company f e l t  towards t h e  Vietnamese people. 

A. I guess you can say most men was mad a t  t h e  
Vietnamese. 

Q Why was t h i s ?  
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A.  Because of t h e  c a s u a l t i e s  w e  had. Every t i m e  
wesd  g e t  i n t o  a f i r e  f i g h t ,  t h e r e ' d  be V i e t n a m e ~ et h e r e .  
They wouldn ' t  say anything about t h e  ambush ahead, They 
d i d n ' t  c a r e  about us. 

Q a  You're t a l k i n g  about a l l  t h e  Vietnamese, women, 
c h i l d r e n ,  o l d  men? 

A .  I n  t h i s  a r e a .  

Q And it wasn ' t  t r u e  all over? 

A. No. 

COL FRANKLIN: I ' d  l i k e  t o  make t h i s  very c l e a r .  I t h i n k  
w e  pu t  words i n  your mouth you d o n ' t  mean. When you t a l k  
of Vietnamese, a r e  you t a l k i n g  about  all South Vietnamese 
people o r  VC 2nd VC sympathizers? Whsn ycu szy Virtnzmese, 
what do you mean? 

A. VC and VC sympathizers.  

Q So you d o n ' t  mean t h e  s o l d i e r s  d i s l i k e d  t h e  
TJiet_n_a~ese? 

A. I had a l o t  of f r i e n d s .  I d o n ' t  d i s l i k e  the 
Vietnamese. 

Q How about t h e  s o l d i e r s  i n  your company a s  f a r  as 
a l l  t h e  Vietnamese? How do they  f e e l ?  

A, I guess you could say they  f e l t  t h e  same way a s  
I do. 

COL FRANKLIN: Okay, thank you. 

MR WEST: I ' l l  recess f o r  about  1 minute. 

(The hea r ing  r ecessed  a t  1 1 4 9  hours ,  30 December 
1969 .) 

(The hea r ing  reconvened a t  1150 hours ,  30 December 
1969.) 

MR WEST: The hea r ing  w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  
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RCDR: A l l  p r e s e n t  when t h e  hear ing  recessed  a r e  
again present .  

MR WEST: Sergeant  HUTTO, t h i s  completes your primary 
i n t e r r o g a t i o n ,  b u t  before  we r e c e s s ,  I want t o  g ive  you an 
opportuni ty t o  make any s ta tement  o r  add anything e l s e  t h a t  
you'd l i k e  t o  add o r  say anything you'd l i k e  t o  say a t  t h i s  
time t h a t  you t h i n k  might h e l p  us.  

A. No, j u s t  one th ing :  I d o n ' t  d i s l i k e  a l l  Viet-
namese people. I had a l o t  of good f r i e n d s  over  t h e r e .  I 
guess t h e  only ones I d i s l i k e  a r e  the  sympathizers ,  t h e  V i e t  
Cong, and t h e  NVA. 16 

Q Anything e l s e ?  

A. No, s i r .  

MR WEST: We're going t o  r ecess  i n  a moment and a f t e r  t h i s  
Colonel WILSON would l i k e  t o  show you some photographs and 
documents and ask you some f u r t h e r  ques t ions  i n  d e t a i l .  

COL WILSON: S i r ,  I ' d  l i k e  t o  in t roduce  t h e s e  e x h i b i t s .  There 
i s  an a e r i a l  photograph with an o v e r p r i n t  by Sergeant  OLSEN. 

RCDR: This  w i l l  be en te red  i n t o  evidence and marked 
as Exhibi t  P-122. 

COL WILSON: I have s e v e r a l  a d d i t i o n a l  photographs, c o l o r  
p r i n t s  rece ived  by C I D  from Sergeant  SMAIL. 

RCDR: These w i l l  be i d e n t i f i e d  as  Exh ib i t s  P-123 
through P-129. 

COL WILSON: T h a t ' s  a l l  I have, sir. 

MR WEST: The hear ing  w i l l  be recessed.  

(The hear ing  recessed  a t  1153 hours ,  30 December 
'1969. ) 

(The hea r ing  reconvened a t  1203 hours ,  30 
December 1969.  ) 

COL WILSON: The hea r ing  w i l l  come t o  order .  
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RCQR : The fol lowing person i s  present :  COL WILSON. 

COL WILSON: Sergeant  HUTTO, I want t o  remind you you a r e  
s t i l l  under oath.  The purpose of t h i s  p a r t  of the  i n t e r -
roga t ion  i s  t o  i d e n t i f y  a couple of documents and go through 
a s e r i e s  of ground and a e r i a l  photography t o  s e e  i f  you can 
i d e n t i f y  them and then sometime dur ing the  per iod  walk back 
through, from an a e r i a l  photograph s tandpoint ,  t he  hamlet of 
My L a i ( 4 )  and s e e  i f  we can r e c a l l  loca t ions  and s o  f o r t h .  

I ' d  l i k e  t o  show you Exh ib i t  M - 2 ,  which i s  en-
t i t l e d  "Nine Rules." l t t s  a pocket-size card.  Have you ever  
seen t h i s  document? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir ,  I have. 

Q. Where d i d  you s e e  i t ?  

A. I n  Vietnam. But I don ' t  remember being given 
one. 

Q But you saw i t ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q - Where d i d  you s e e  i t ?  

A. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l .  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. Did anybody ever  s tand up i n  an i n s t r u c t i o n a l -
type s i t u a t i o n  and go over these  n ine  r u l e s .  A couple of  
them a re :  "Remember we a r e  gues t s  h e r e , "  "Treat  women 
with p o l i t e n e s s  and r e s p e c t , "  "Make personal  f r i e n d s  among 
the  s o l d i e r s  and common people." 

A. Y e s ,  I ' v e  heard of  t h a t .  

Q. The nex t  e x h i b i t  i s  M-3 ,  e n t i t l e d  "The Enemy i n  
Your Hands." Have you ever  seen t h a t  card? 

A, No, I ' v e  never seen it, sir .  

Q This one has Vietnamese t r a n s l a t e d  i n t o  English 
the re .  
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A. NO, I ' v e  never seen it. 

Q Were you wi th  C Company p r i o r  t o  coming 
t o  Vietnam? I f  I ask you a ques t ion  t h a t  you have 
been asked previous ly ,  t e l l  me. How long were you 
wi th  C Company before  you came over? 

A. About 8 months. 

Q Did you rece ive  any t r a i n i n g ,  p r i o r  t o  
deployment, which was o r i e n t e d  s p e c i f i c a l l y  toward 
Vietnam? 

A. Yes. 

Q. What kind of t r a i n i n g  d id  you ge t?  
. . 

A. Something s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  f i r s t  card.  

Q The f i r s t  card  i s  e n t i t l e d  "Nine Rules" 
and t h e  second card  i s  e n t i k l e d  "The Enemy i n  Your 
Hands." What d i d  they t e l l  you t o  do wi th  p r i soners?  

A. To capture  a p r i soner  you should t i e  him 
up and make s u r e  he doesnlt g e t  away, t r y  t o  f i n d  out  
ail i;he information you can, t r e a t  him with r e spec t .  

Q. Was t h e r e  any s p e c i f i c  information as  t o  how 
t o  t a g  p r i soners  o r  whether t o  t a g  p r i s o n e r s ,  what t o  
do wi th  them? 

Yes. 

How were you t o  t a g  p r i soners?  

By using a p r i soner  of war t ag .  

Did you ever  use t h i s  t ag?  

No. 

Did you s e e  anyone e l s e  use i t ?  
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A. NO, I never d id .  

Q- Were you given any t r a i n i n g  i n  handl ing
noncombatants? 

A. Yes, I th ink  we were given some. 

Q* What were you t o l d  t o  do? 

A. J u s t  t o  t r y  n o t  t o  ha rass  t h e  people o r  
h u r t  them. 

Q Was t h i s  t r a i n i n g  given i n  Hawaii? 

A. Y e s .  

Q .  Were you ever  given any t r a i n i n g  i n  t h e  
r u l e s  of land  warfare  o r  Geneva Convention? 

A. Yes. 

Q. What d i d  t h i s  t r a i n i n g  c o n s i s t  o f ?  

A. Wnat I would do i f  I was captured;  t r y  t o  
escape a s  soon as  poss ib le .  

Q Were you ever  given any t r a i n i n g ,  which 
may have been on a l e g a l  b a s i s ,  concerning t h e  l e g a l i t y  
of o rde r s?  

A. Yes. 

Q What were you t o l d ?  

A. That i f  you was t o l d  t o  do something by an 
o f f i c e r ,  you should do it. 

Q- You should do i t ?  

A- Right. 

Q- No mat te r  what t h e  order?  
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A. That 's  a l l  I can recall. 


Q - Don't say anything you don' t  recall. 
 I - *  don ' t  want t o  put  words i n  your mouth. 

A. But every m a n  knows t h a t  i f  an o f f i c e r  
gives an order which he doubts, he should do some- 
th ing  about it, such as t r y  t o  f ind  ou t  why he wants 
t o  give an order l i k e  t h i s .  

Q- W e r e  you ever t o l d  t h i s ?  

A. No, I w a s  never t o l d  t h i s .  

Q- When you got  t o  Vietnam, w e r e  you given 
m y  fu r the r  t r a in ing  before i n i t i a t i n g  your operations? 

A. Y e s .  

Q- Bow long was t h i s  t ra in ing?  

A. About a week, 2 -weeks. 


Q - Where w a s  it? That would be i n  the  Duc Pho 

area? 


Yes. 


Who gave you t h i s  t r a i n i n g ?  


The Vietnamese f o r c e s  and some American forces .  


It wasn 't your company? 


N o .  


I t  wasn ' t  your b a t t a l i o n ?  It  was an o u t s i d e  u n i t ?  


Y e s ,  


Q - A t  t h a t  t ime, was t h e r e  any classroom-type 
i n s t r u c t i o n  on handl ing POW'S o r  noncombatants? 
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A.. No, t h e r e  wasn ' t . 
9. Geneva Convention? Have you e v e r  heard  
of t h e  r u l e s  of  engagement? 

A. I d o n ' t  know, sir.  

Q- Have you e v e r  been t o l d  what t o  do i f  
Vietnamese i n  an a s s a u l t  s i t u a t i o n  o r  i n  sea rch  and 
c l e a r ,  s ea rch  and d e s t r o y ,  i f  a Vietnamese runs  from 
you? . 

A. Y e s .  

Q - What do you do? 

A. You would y e l l ,  and i f  he d i d n ' t  s t o p  you 
would f i r e ,  and i f  he s t i l l  d i d n ' t  s t o p  you would f i r e  
again.  

Q. F i r e  t o  k i l l  him o r  f i r e  t o  wound him? 

A. Wound him. 

Q- W e l l ,  t h a t  b a s i c a l l y  i s  c o r r e c t ,  b u t  where 
d i d  you l e a r n  t h i s ?  

A. I n  Hawaii. 
. . 

Q You d i d  l e a r n  it i n  Hawaii? 

A. I t  was i n  Hawaii and i n  Vietnam. 

Q. Do you remember when you g o t  t h i s ,  i n  
your advanced i n d i v i d u a l  t r a i n i n g ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  it was i n  A I T .  

Did you remember t h a t ,  i f  you d o n ' t  --
A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I don' t remember. 

Q- Now you say  you g o t  t h i s  both i n  Hawaii 
and i n  Vietnam? 
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A. Y e s .  

Q - You've heard about this procedure? W a s  
t h i s  a classroom type?  

A. No, it w a s  ou t s ide .  

Q - Your whole company was involved wi th  this? 

A. Right. 

Q - W z s  t h e r e  any d e v i a t i o n  from t h e s e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  
g iven  t o  you p r i o r  t o  going i n t o  M y  L a i  ( 4 ) ,  o r  w e r e  you 
supposed t o  use t h i s  procedure? 

A. Right. You w e r e  supposed t o  use t h i s  procedure,  
b u t  I never heard anything about  t h a t .  Well, b e f o r e  My La i  
everyone w a s  t a l k i n g ,  if you seen  a Vietnamese running from 
you, t h e  same t h i n g  was done t h e r e .  

Q - The same t h i n g  t h a t  w a s  done i n  My Lai  ( 4 )  ? 

A. Y e s .  

Q What happened, were the  people paying 
c i t t rn t icc  t~ the Zirccticz tc s t cp  cr d i d  thcy keep 
running? 

A .  They kep t  running. 

Q uid any of thern st.>p? 

A. Some of them stoL3pad. 

Q A l l  r i g h t ,  l e t ' s  g e t  an o r i e n t a t i o n  on 
t h e  a e r i a l  photograph i n  f r o n t  of you. 

(COL WILSOK o r i e n t s  wi tness  on a e r i a l  photo-
graph which, f ~ l l ~ ~ l i l ganno ta t ion  by t h e  wi tness ,  is 
e n t e r e d  i n t o  e v i d ~ n c ea s  Exh ib i t  P-130 .) 

The wi tness  has  been o r i e n t e d  on t h e  aerial  
photograph. 
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The f i rs t  t h i n g  I am going t o  ask  you t o  do 
i s  go through a series of photographs and s e p a r a t ?  them 
i n t o  two p i l e s .  I ' m  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  whether o r  n o t  
you can i d e n t i f y  t h e  p l a c e  o r  t h e  people .  I f  you 
can i d e n t i f y  e i t h e r  one even remote ly ,  s e t  it i n  
one p i l e ,  and t h o s e  photographs t h a t  mean no th ing  
t o  you, se t  i n  ano the r  p i l e .  I d o n ' t  c a r e  whether 
you saw t h e s e  photographs i n  LIFE magazine o r  n o t .  I ' m  
i n t e r e s t e d  i n  whether you can i d e n t i f y  people  o r  p l a c e s ,  
n o t  whether you saw them b e f o r e  i n  some o t h e r  p l a c e .  So 
w e ' l l  b reak  now and l e t  you a s s o c i a t e  t h e s e  photographs.  

(Witness s t u d i e s  photographs . )  

COL WILSON: The w i t n e s s  has  gone through a l l  t h e  
a v a i l a b l e  photography and has  s e l e c t e d  t h o s e  photo-
graphs which he can i d e n t i f y .  

Se rgean t  HUTTO, what I a m  going t o  do 
now i s  ask  you i f  you can r e c a l l  -- t o  walk through 
t h e  16 th  of  March, from t h e  t i m e  you landed ,  and 
see i f  w e  can l o c a t e  anyth ing  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  i n  
t h e  v i l l a g e  t h a t  you r e c a l l ,  o r  r e l a t e  it t o  t h e s e  
photographs.  Naw,  do you remeaber iqhere t h e  landing 
zone was? 

A. I t  w a s  on t h e  wes te rn  s i d e .  

Q I t  was on t h e  wes te rn  s i d e  of t h e  v i l l a g e ?
Do you r e c a l l  t h i s  hedgerow going o u t  ea s t -wes t ,  a 
l i n e  of t r e e s ?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember t h a t  hedgerow. 

Q What squad were you i n ?  Which p l a toon?  

A. Second p l a toon .  

Q And which squad d i d  you work wi th?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember. 
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Q Do you remember when you g o t  o f f  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r ,  
do you remember a w e l l  on t h e  l and ing  zone? 

A. No. This  type  w e l l ?  

Q Y e s .  The type  w e l l  as shown on photo  65 ,  
do you remember t h a t ?  

A. I remember s e e i n g  t h o s e  po le s .  

Q Was t h i s  n e a r  your l and ing  a r e a  o r  some 
d i s t a n c e ?  

A. Some d i s t a n c e  aGay. 

Q When you landed how f a r  d i d  you have t o  
go t o  g e t  i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A .  No more t h a n  1 0 0  meters .  

Q Were you i n  t h e  f i r s t  l i f t  o r  t h e  second? 

A. F i r s t .  

Q Do you remember whether your gunner w a s  
f i r i n g  o r  n o t  as you approaci.led tile l and ing  zone? 

A. No. 

Q Do you know which d i r e c t i o n  your a i r c r a f t  
was f a c i n g  when you landed? 

A. I t  was f a c i n g  towards t h e  n o r t h e r n  edge 
of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  nor thwes te rn  edge. 

Q- You mean t h e  nor thwes t  co rne r  of  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q Did you g e t  o u t  of t h e  r i g h t  o r  t h e  l e f t  
door as you f aced  t h e  forward p o r t i o n  of t h e  a i r c r a f t ?  
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A. Right s i d e .  

Q So t h a t  you had t o  move d i r e c t l y  from t h e  
door t o  the v i l l a g e ?  

A. Yes. 

Q Did you say whether you remembered t h i s  
hedgerow o r  not?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember t h a t .  

Q - But you say you were about 100 meters 
from t h e  v i l l a g e  when you landed, about up i n  here?  

A. Yes. 

Q P o i n t  1. When you l e f t  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r
and moved t o  t h e  edge of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  i s  t h e r e  any-
th ing  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  t h a t  you remember? 

A. A s  soon as  we go t  t o  the  v i l l a g e ,  we h i t  
t h i s  t r a i l .  I t  was on t h e  o u t s i d e  of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  
o r  I was. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  whether you were on t h e  
l e f t  o r  t h e  r i g h t  f lank  of t h e  p la toon o r  i n  t h e  
cen te r?  

A. On t h e  l e f t  f l ank .  

Q Was t h e r e  anybody f u r t h e r  t o  your l e f t ?  
Could you s e e  any t roops  t o  t h e  l e f t  a s  you moved 
along t h a t  t r a i l ?  

A. No. 

Q And were you i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  t h e  e n t i r e  
per iod? 

A. Not the  e n t i r e  per iod  because w e  walked 
down a t r a i l  and then went i n s i d e  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

37 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

APP T-49 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

Q This was which squad, do you remember? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember. 

Q But i t  was t h e  2d Platoon? 

A. Right. 

Q Did you hold  up a t  a l l  before  you moved 
i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  whi le  the  p la toon moved on l i n e ?  

A. Right.  We pu t  up a per imeter  while  t h e  
r e s t  of t h e  people were coming i n .  

Q Was t h i s  i n  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of t h e  v i l l a g e  
o r  away from t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. I n  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q. You e s t a b l i s h e d  a per imeter?  

A. We e s t a b l i s h e d  a per imeter  on t h e  o u t s k i r t s  
of the v i l l a g e .  The r e s t  of t h e  company was around 
t h e  r i c e  paddy, and our p la toon was c l o s e s t  t o  t h e  
v i l l a g e .  

Q Which way were you facing? 

A. Towards t h e  v i l i a g e  . 
Q You mean you were f ac ing  e a s t ?  

A. Towards t h e  v i l l a g e .  I would say i t ' s  
a l i t t l e  b i t  f u r t h e r  up. 

Q - Now when your squad moved o f f ,  it moved 
around t h i s  r o u t e  h e r e ,  i s  t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A ,  Yes, genera l ly  around i n  t h a t  d i r e c t i o n .  

Q You d o n ' t  remember t h e  squad l eader?  

A. No. 
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Q *  But you b e l i e v e  you were on t h e  l e f t  f l a n k ?  

A. Y e s ,  

Q Now when you moved down t h i s  t r a i l ,  d i d  
you e v e r  break from t h e  t r a i l  and go o u t  i n t o  t h e  
paddies? 

A. No, we s t ayed  on t h i s  t r a i l .  W e  s t a y e d  
on a l i t t l e  ways, and then  w e  went i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e .  
There was a c l e a r i n g .  W e  could see a good b i t .  

Q Did you c u t  back h e r e  i n  o t h e r  words and 
c u t  a c r o s s  t h i s  c l e a r i n g  and go back i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember c u t t i n g  a c r o s s  t h i s  c l e a r i n g .  

Q Did you fol low t h e  t r a i l ?  

' A. I t h i n k  w e  c u t  back a l i t t l e  ways and around 
t h i s  c l e a r i n g .  

Q. But you d i d  go up t o  t h e  t r a i l  on t h e  
extreme o u t s i d e  of t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Yes. 

Q You moved up h e r e  a n d ' h i t  t h e  t r a i l  and 
then  c u t  back around through h e r e  on t h i s  s i d e .  Where 
d i d  you go from t h e r e ?  

A. From t h e r e  we j u s t  k e p t  on going s t r a i g h t  
through t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q S t r a i g h t  through t h e  v i l l a g e .  Could you 
s e e  t h e  o u t s i d e  edge of t h e  v i l l a g e  a t  any t ime? 
How f a r  were you from t h e  o u t s i d e  edge? 

A Y e s ,  w e  could s e e  t h e  o u t s i d e  edge. 

Q About how f a r  was i t ?  

A. A t  t i m e s  I would say  it was about 100 
meters. 
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Q - Tha t  f a r ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q. Could you see any people  to your  l e f t ?  

A. No. 

Q. Nd o t h e r  s o l d i e r s  t o  your  l e f t ?  

A. There was no one t o  o u r  l e f t .  

Q But you s t a y e d  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A.  I n  t h e  woodland. 

Q But you w e r e  100 meters from t h e  edge.  
Were you 100 meters  from t h i s  t r a i l  t h a t  goes a long  
t h e  edge of t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Anywhere between 100 meters. 

Q W a s  your  squad i n  a column o r  on l i n e ?  

A. On l i n e .  

Q - What k ind  of  f r o n t  d i d  you have,  how many
meters?  

A. Anywhere from 75 t o  100 meters. 

Q - You were going through t h e  o u t s i d e  of  t h e  
v i l l a g e ?  

A. Anywhere from 100 meters on,  j u s t  accord ing  
t o  where you g e t  through it. 

Q W e l l ,  w e ' l l  j u s t  g e n e r a l l y  g i v e  you a g e n e r a l  
d i r e c t i o n  h e r e .  Do you r e c a l l  any th ing  as you moved through 
t h e  v i l l a g e  that you could recognize  a s  a landmark? 

A. No, t h e r e  i s n ' t .  
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Q *  Now when you moved on through, do you 
r e c a l l  sometime t h a t  morning a h e l i c o p t e r  landing? 
Do you know t h a t  CARTER was wounded? Do you r e c a l l  
t h i s ?  

A. Yes, I heard it. 

Q Did you s e e  i t ?  

A. No. 

Q Did you s e e  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  come i n  t o  
evacuate him? 

A. No. 

Q. You d i d n ' t  s ee  it from t h e  a i r  o r  t h e  ground? 

A. No. 

Q- Is t h e r e  anything i n  p a r t i c u l a r  t h a t  you 
r e c a l l  on a time b a s i s  t h a t  day t h a t  would make you 
remember t h e  time? 

A. I t  was during chow. 

Q- What time was t h a t ?  

A. Sometime j u s t  before  chow. 

Q- What happened? 

A. That  he s h o t  h imsel f .  

Q- CARTER? 

A. Right. . 
Q - How long a f t e r  he s h o t  himself d i d  you 
f i n d  out  about i t ?  

A. Within 15 minutes. 

4 1  
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Q How d i d  you f i n d  ou t?  

A. We hea rd  it on t h e  r a d i o ,  t h a t ' s  how t h e  
word g o t  t o  us. 

Q You hea rd  it on t h e  company n e t ?  

A. I d i d n ' t  h e a r  i t ,  b u t  it would go from 
one man t o  ano the r .  

Q A t  t h e  t ime t h a t  you found t h i s  o u t ,  you 
were e a t i n g ?  

A. Right .  

Q.  The l o g  shows t h a t  Se rgean t  CARTER w a s  
wounded a t  1020 i n  t h e  morning. Is t h i s  about  r i g h t ?  

A. Something l i k e  t h a t .  

Q- Now where were you when you found o u t  about 
it wi th  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  prox imi ty  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  halfway,  
t h r e e - q u a r t e r s  of t h e  way, a l l  t h e  way through? 

A. A l l  t h e  way through.  

Q. You had gone a l l  t h e  way through by t h e  
t i m e  CARTER was wounded? W e ' l l  j u s t  g e n e r a l l y  p u t  
you through h e r e  l i k e  t h i s .  Did you wind up on t h e  
edge of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  o r  d i d  you move o u t  i n t o  t h e  r i c e  
paddies?  

A. On t h e  edge of t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q You s topped  on t h e  edge? 

A. Y e s .  

Q Now you w e r e  h e r e  when you heard  CARTER w a s  
wounded. Do you t h i n k  you were f a r t h e r  back? D o  you 
t h i n k  you were back i n  he re?  

A. Back i n  h e r e  someplace. 
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Q You stopped t o  e a t  back h e r e  n o t  o u t  h e r e  
i n  t h e  paddies? 

A. Right. I t  was a t h i c k  woodline, I know 
t h a t .  I t  would have t o  be up i n  he re  somewhere. 

Q - You d i d n ' t  move across  some open paddies 
. t o  g e t  t o  t h a t  t h i c k  woodline? 

A. No. 

Q - You stopped i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  t o  e a t ?  

A .  Right . 
Q - Right about here?  

A. There was a l i t t l e  d i t c h  j u s t  on t h e  o t h e r  
s i d e  of t h i s  woodline. 

Q What about t h a t  d i t c h ,  anything? 

A. No. 

Q Now you moved on o u t  a f t e r  you a t e .  Where 
d i d  you go? Did you go beyond the  v i l l a g e ?  

A. No, we moved back i n  towards t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q - Back down towards t h e  south? 

A. Right . 
Q What d i d  you do t h a t  f o r ?  

A. Well, we was moving t o  another  l o c a t i o n .  
We made a r i g h t  t u r n  around t h e  e a s t e r n  s i d e  of t h e  
v i l l a g e  and followed t r a i l s .  

Q g  
Are you su re  you d i d  t h i s ?  You were going r i g h t  

i n  f r o n t  of t h e  1st Platoon? 

4 3  
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A. Well, during a l l  t h i s  chow, t h e r e  wasn ' t  
any more f i r e .  

Q .When d id  t h e  f i r i n g  s t o p ,  be fo re  chow? 

A. J u s t  be fo re .  

Q. When d i d  it s top?  

A. I guess it stopped somewhere on t h e  e a s t e r n  
s i d e  of t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q- Why? 

A. I d o n ' t  know. 

Q. Were you conducting reconnaissance by f i r e ?  

A.  Right.  

Q- Where d i d  you s ta r t  t h a t ?  

A. Right back h e r e ,  t h e  f i r s t  engagement on 
the  northwest of t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q T h a t  would be a t  t h e  per imeter  a rea?  

Right. From ' the per imeter .  

Q Do you r e a l l y  b e l i e v e ' y o u  turned south? 

. A  Right. 

Q Where was t h e  1st Platoon? 

A. The 1st Platoon was back up i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q. You moved i n  f r o n t  of t h e  1st Platoon? 

A. W e  was ga the r ing  up t o  move south.  

Q Going back through t h e  v i l l a g e ?  
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A. Not a l l  t h e  way back. 

9- Do you understand t h a t  t h e  1st  Platoon was 
moving along h e r e  and t h e  2d Platoon i s  moving along 

here.  Now i f  you c u t  back l i k e  t h i s  y o u ' r e  going 
r i g h t  back i n t o  t h e  1st  Platoon,  and I d o n ' t  understand 
t h e  reason f o r  it. I f  you d i d  it, I c a n ' t  understand 
the  reason f o r  it. I c a n ' t  imagine two platoons 
walking i n t o  each o the r .  Whether the  f i r i n g  had 
stopped o r  n o t  t h e r e  would be no p o s s i b l e  reason f o r  
it. I d o n ' t  want t o  sway you, b u t  I c a n ' t  understand 
tu rn ing  sou th  when you've g o t  a p la toon t h a t  has a l ready 
e s t a b l i s h e d  a per imeter  down the re .  

A .  W e  had e s t a b l i s h e d  a per imeter  a l l  through 
here.  

Q. w e l l ,  - you've e s t a b l i s h e d  a per imeter  r i g h t  
i n  the middle of t h e  1st  Platoon. 

A .  I th ink  --

Q • ( In te rpos ing)  I n  o t h e r  words, you e s t a b l i s h e d  
con tac t  wi th  t h e  1st  Platoon and p u t  a per imeter  ou t  
here.  

A.  Right. 

8 I ' m  s u r e  t h a t ' s  r i g h t ,  because we have 
o t h e r  testimony t h a t  about t h e  time you stopped t o  
e a t ,  t h a t  a per imeter  was e s t a b l i s h e d ,  and t h a t  would 
have been the  1st and t h e  2d Platoons.  So I th ink  
I ' m  fol lowing you a l i t t l e  b i t  now. You d o n ' t  mean 
t h e  whole p la toon moved south.  You mean you moved 
south ,  o r  your squad moved south ,  o r  do you? 

A. W e l l ,  we s e t  a per imeter  once we g o t  t o  
the edge of t h e  v i l l a g e .  And s o  t h e  r i g h t  f l ank  of 
t h e  p la toon joined up with t h e  1st  Platoon and made 
up the  per imeter  the re .  

Q. In t h a t  genera l  a rea?  L e t ' s  run your 
per imeter  -- t h e  o t h e r  p a r t  of t h e  p la toon would 
probably have been up i n  h e r e ,  and you would probably 
have come around l i k e  t h i s .  
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I t h i n k  it would be  b e s t  t o  con f ine  it t o  t h a t  squad.  
You say  t h a t  squad e s t a b l i s h e d  a pe r ime te r  around h e r e  
l i k e  t h i s ,  i s  t h a t  r i g h t ?  

A. R igh t .  

Q Your squad? This  would be  t h e  second 
p e r i m e t e r ,  r i g h t ?  And t h i s  would be t h e  one f o r  
your  squad? 

A. For  t h e  whole p l a toon .  

Q Unless you a c t u a l l y  know where t h e  rest 
of t h e  p l a t o o n  was, I d o n ' t  want t o  p u t  it i n  h e r e .  

A. I d o n ' t  know where t h e  r e s t  of t h e  p l a t o o n  
was. 

Q. L e t  m e  ask  you t h i s ,  do you know how 
many squads w e r e  i n  t h e  p l a t o o n  t h a t  day? 

A. Three squads .  

Q Were t h e r e  t h r e e  squads  on l i n e  and one 
squad i n  suppor t ?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember t h a t .  

Q From what you t o l d  me, you were t h e  l e f t -
f l a n k  squad,  b u t  you never  saw anybody t o  your  l e f t ?  

A. No. 

Q- You w e r e  t h e  l e f t - f l a n k  squad. Now i f  you 
were s t i l l  t h e  l e f t - f l a n k  squad t h a t  means t h e  r i g h t -
f l a n k  squad i s  going t o  be  extended down h e r e .  Where 
i s  t h e  1st  P la toon  going t o  be?  You've taken  over  t h e  
1st P la toon  area. 

A. W e  s e t  up a pe r ime te r  through h e r e ,  and I 
remember, a f t e r  w e  g o t  through wi th  chow, w e  moved 
back through t h e  v i l l a g e .  
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Q- Did you go a l l  t h e  way through? 

A. No, n o t  a l l  t h e  way th rough ,  j u s t  a l i t t l e  
ways through and formed up and went a c r o s s  t h e  r i c e  
paddy. 

Q. . Thi s  i s  an approximat ion of where t h e  
pe r ime te r  i s  i n  h e r e .  Somewhere i n  t h a t  a r e a .  Now 
you say  you formed up and went back and went o u t  i n t o  
t h e  r i c e  paddies?  

A. R igh t ,  

Q. Was t h e r e  anyth ing  of s i g n i f i c a n c e  t h a t  
happened a f t e r  you g o t  o u t  i n t o  t h e  r i c e  paddies?  

A. No, I d o n ' t  remember. 

Q 0 '  Did you s e e  a h e l i c o p t e r  l and?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember s e e i n g  a h e l i c o p t e r  l and .  

Q - '  Okay, l e t ' s  look a t  t h e s e  photographs .
Photo number P-16, what do you i d e n t i f y  i n  t h a t  
photograph? 

A. T h a t ' s  when we moved back t o  t h e  v i l l a g e .  
We could  s e e  t h i s .  

Q Thi s  is a f t e r  you have reached  t h e  ou t -
s k i r t s  of t h e  v i l l a g e  and come back through t h e  
v i l l a g e ?  

A. Right .  

Q Do you remember t h e  approximate l o c a t i o n  
of where t h i s  was? 

A. W e l l ,  t h e  r ea son  why I remember t h i s  i s  because 
w e  moved back through t h e  v i l l a g e ,  and I h a d n ' t  s een  
t h e s e  hootches  b e f o r e ,  and t h i s  was i n  ano the r  p l a t o o n ' s  
s e c t o r .  
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Q You would have moved back i n  t h e  s o u t h  a r e a  then?  
Is t h i s  on t h e  e a s t  s i d e  of  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  I t  must have been.  
I f  you had a l r e a d y  c l e a r e d  t h e  v i l l a g e  and then  went back 
i n t o  it, you d i d n ' t  go very  f a r  back o r  d i d  you? How f a r  
back d i d  you go? 

A. w bout 200 t o  300 meters. 

Q That  would p u t  you back a lmost  on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  
of t h e  v i l l a g e .  The v i l l a g e  i s  h a r d l y  a q u a r t e r  o f  a m i l e  
long,  somewhere around 400 meters  and occupied l e s s  t h a n  h a l f  
a g r i d  squa re .  

A. That  must have been w i t h i n  100 meters then .  

Q One hundred meters  from t h e  e a s t  s i d e  o f  t h e  
town. Somewhere i n  t h e  c e n t e r  o r  t o  t h e  sou th?  

A .  Somewhere t o  t h e  sou th .  

Q Approximately r i g h t  i n  he re .  You came back i n ,  
came back down t h i s  way, and you were i n  about  100 meters ,  
about r i g h t  i n  t h e r e .  Would you say t h i s  was i n  ano the r  
p l a toon  a r e a ?  I d o n ' t  know how you 'd  determine t h a t .  I f  
it were i n  ano the r  p l a t o o n  a r e a ,  then  it would have t o  be  
sou th .  There was no p l a toon  t o  t h e  n o r t h ,  How do you know 
t h i s  w a s  i n  ano the r  p l a t o o n  a r e a ?  

A .  I d i d n ' t  s e e  t h i s .  I t  could have been on o u r  
p l a t o o n ' s  r i g h t  f l a n k .  

Q. Do you t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  approximate a r e a  of t h i s  
photograph i s  r i g h t  h e r e ?  Somewhere around t h i s  area, 
1 0 0  meters  back i n  from t h e  edge of  t h e  v i l l a g e  and i n  
t h e  c e n t e r  ( a  mark was made on t h e  a e r i a l  photograph P-130). 
Now i s  t h e r e  anyth ing  t h a t  you remember a f t e r  moving 
o u t  i n t o  t h e  paddies?  

A. W e  fo l lowed t h e  woodline t o  t h e  d i t c h ,  and 
we fol lowed it. 

Q Which d i r e c t i o n ?  

A .  South.  
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Q You went south? 

A. Yes. 

Q You went down toward H i l l  85. Anything s i g n i f i -
can t  about t h e  d i t c h ?  

A. No. 

Q. L e t ' s  look a t  photo 26. Do you recognize anything
i n  t h a t  photo? 

A. That looks l i k e  where we was g e t t i n g  l i f t e d  out .  

Q Where would t h a t  be ,  LZ Dot t ie?  This is  a b e t t e r  
photograph. 

A. That was Dot t ie .  

Q - Was t h i s  t h e  16 th  of March? - : 
A. That  wasn 't Dott ie .  

Q- Why? You d o n ' t  t h ink  t h a t ' s  Dot t ie?  

A. N o .  

Q. What about photo number 3 3 ,  t h i s  is  t h e  same photo 
as t h e  one.you i d e n t i t i e d  e a r l i e r  which was photo number 16? 

A. Right. 

Q. Photo number 341 

A. The same hootch. 

Q* Photo 611 

A. That  looks l i k e  where we was going across  t h e  
r i c e  paddy. 

Q. Do you th ink  t h i s  is  on t h e  o u t s i d e  of  My Lai? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Do you t h i n k  i t ' s  ou t  i n  he re  somewhere? 
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A. Thatls .wha? it looks l i k e .  

Q It  doesn ' t  look l i k e  the landing zone? 

A. No. 

Q Well, do you th ink  t h a t  photo i s  o u t  i n  t h i s  a r e a ,  
ou t  i n  t h e  r i c e  paddies,  o r  do you th ink  you could i d e n t i f y  
it c l e a r  enough s o  you could p u t  it on t h e  photo? 

A. No. 

Q. What about number 6 4 ?  

A. I remember going ac ross  t h e  r i c e  paddy, t a l l  r i c e .  

Q You cou ldn ' t  l o c a t e  t h a t  photo? 

A. No. 

Q How &out  number 123? 

A. This  was a t  Dot t i e .  

Q 123 was a t  Dot t ie?  

A. The same. 

Q 124 i s  a t  Dot t ie .  What about 126? 

A. This is where we s e t  up t h e  per imeter  t h a t  
n ight .  

Q. This was a f t e r  you joined up wi th  t h e  company? 

A. Right.  

Q This is  t h e  evening of the  16th? 

A. Right. 

Q The evening of t h e  day t h a t  you conducted t h e  
combat a s s a u l t ?  
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A. Right .  

Q. Who are t h e s e  people ,  do you know? 

A. I know t h i s  i s  Se rgean t  SMAIL. 

Q The man i n  t h e  c e n t e r  i s  Se rgean t  SMAIL? 

A. I know t h e s e  b u t  I d o n ' t  know t h e  names. 

Q - What a r e  they  doing? 

A. Digging a foxhole .  

Q And t h i s  w a s  f o r  your  n i g h t  l a a g e r .  What about 
photo 127? 

A. That  was t h e  resupply  chopper. 

Q - And where was it coming? 

A. I t  landed on t h e  i n s i d e  of  t h e  pe r ime te r .  

Q Is t h i s  du r ing  t h e  evening? 

A. Right .  

Q. I s e e ,  t h i s  was when you were g e t t i n g  ready t o  
l a a g e r  t h a t  evening ,  i s  t h a t  r i g h t ?  The f i r s t  day,  t h e  16 th?  
Is t h e r e  any th ing  e l s e  t h a t  you can r e c a l l  t h a t  should  go on 
t h i s  photograph t h a t  you can f i x  t h e  l o c a t i o n  o f ?  

A. T h e r e ' s  no th ing  e l s e  t h a t  I can remember. 

Q Now t h i s  i s  prepared  from memory, Washington D.C . ,  
30 ~ e c e m b e r '1969. Would you s i g n  t h a t  p l e a s e ?  

(The w i t n e s s  s igned  t h e  copy of  t h e  a e r i a l  photo-
graph ,  which w a s  e n t e r e d  i n t o  ev idence  as E x h i b i t  P-130.) 

Se rgean t ,  have you g o t  any f u r t h e r  s t a t emen t s  o r  
tes t imony t h a t  you would l i k e  t o  o f f e r ?  

A. NO, no more. 
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Q. I want t o  remind you t h a t  you a r e  n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  
t h e  ques t ions  and answers o r  t h e  m a t t e r s  t h a t  have been 
d iscussed  a t  t h i s  hea r ing  u n l e s s  you may have t o  do s o  i n  
accordance w i t h  law. Now i f  you a r e  c a l l e d  t o  a Congress-
i o n a l  hear ing  o r  something l i k e  t h a t ,  I ' m  j u s t  warning you 
t h i s  does n o t  apply.  And i f  you have t o  appear i n  c o u r t ,  a t  
a  cour t -mar t i a l ,  t h i s  warning does n o t  apply.  You a r e  j u s t  
n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  t h i s  u n l e s s  i t ' s  on o f f i c i a l  bus iness .  And 
i f  you have any q u e s t i o n s  on it, c a l l  us back h e r e .  You 
a r e  d e f i n i t e l y  n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  it i n  p u b l i c  o r  w i th  t h e  p r e s s .  
And I th ink  we w i l l  want t o  ask  you some q u e s t i o n s  on t h e  
r o s t e r .  This  hea r ing  i s  recessed .  

(The hea r ing  r ecessed  a t  1338 hours ,  30 Decem- 
b e r  1 9 6 9 . )  
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SUMMARY O F  TESTIMONY 
r 

WITNESS : LACROIX, Lawrence C .  SGT 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 22  January 1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: Murder 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: Squad Leader, ~ h i r d  
Squad, Second Pla toon,  C/1/20. 

1. PREOPERATIONAL PLANS .AND BRIEFINGS. 

The wi tness  was b r i e f e d  by Captain MEDINA on- t h e  
af te rnoon of 15 March (pg. 6 )  . MEDINA d i d  n o t  say how 
long t h e  opera t ion  was going t o  l a s t ,  b u t  he t o l d  him t h a t  
t h e i r  A0 had been extended t o  inc lude  t h e  a r e a  of P i n k v i l l e  
f o r  t h e  opera t ion  and he es t imated  they would be t h e r e  
f o r  t h r e e  o r  f o u r  days (pgs.  6 ,  7 )  . H e  t o l d  them t h a t  
t h e  48th VG B a t t a l i o n  and North Vietnamese Regulars were 
the re .  They were t o  be a i r l i f t e d  t o  t h e  r i c e  paddies 
surrounding My Lai  ( 4 )  and they were t o  des t roy  t h e  v i l l a g e  
and everyth ing  t h a t  o f f e r e d  r e s i s t a n c e  t o  them (pgs. 6 ,  7 )  . 
H e  drew a p i c t u r e  i n  t h e  sand i n d i c a t i n g  t h e  l o c a t i o n s  o f  
t h e  p la toons  and t h e  squads,  and t o l d  them how they would 
move through t h e  v i l l a g e .  The wi tness  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  a 
s ta tement  by MEDINAt h a t  a l l  t h e  people would be VC 
sympathizers ,  b u t  t h i s  i s  what t h e  wi tness  thought be- 
cause t h e  v i l l a g e r s  allowed t h e  VC t o  remain i n  t h e  a r e a  
(pg. 7 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  r e c a l l  MEDINA mentioning 
t h e  burning o f  houses,  b u t  he  d i d  th ink  they were supposed 
t o  des t roy  t h e  v i l l a g e  s o  t h a t  it would be o f  no use t o  
t h e  VC. They were a l s o  t o l d  t h a t  t h e  ~ a t i o n a l  Po l i ce  and 
ARVN s o l d i e r s  would be opera t ing  t o  t h e  south and t h a t  a l l  
de ta inees  would be turned  over  t o  t h a t  ARVN b a t t a l i o n  
(pg. 8) . MEDINA t o l d  them t h a t  they would co-locate  wi th  
Bravo Company f o r  a n i g h t  camp and t h a t  Bravo Company would 
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be o p e r a t i n g  on t h e  pen inus l a  (pg. 9 ) .  He b e l i e v e d  t h a t  
MEDINA g o t  t h e  i d e a  o f  revenge a c r o s s  t o  t h e  company (pg.11) .  
The wi tnes s  a t t e n d e d  a  memorial s e r v i c e  and he f e l t  t h a t  
t h e  mood c r e a t e d  i n  t h e  men w a s  t h a t  o f  q u i t t i n g  n o t  o f  
revenge , 'which  w a s  a f e e l i n g  t h a t  came a c r o s s  them when a 
f r i e n d  was a c t u a l l y  s h o t  (pg. 1 0 )  . He f e l t  t h e  dominant 
mood o r  f e e l i n g  i n  t h e  company was t h a t  o f  extreme f e a r  
because they  expec ted  a  s t i f f  f i g h t  (pg.  11). He s t a t e d  
t h a t  t h e  a t t i t u d e  o f  t h e  men i n  t h e  company toward t h e  
Vietnamese w a s  one o f  extreme h a t r e d ,  d i s l i k e ,  d i s t r u s t ,  
and very l i t t l e  sympathy and p i t y  (pg.  3 8 ) .  He would n o t  
p e r s o n a l l y  s a c r i f i c e  a  G I  f o r  any ~ i e t n a m e s e ,  and he  
s t a t e d  t h a t  some of  t h e  s o l d i e r s  cou ld  have f e l t  t h a t  
k i l l i n g  thousands of  "gooks" would n o t  b o t h e r  anyone 
(pg. 3 8 ) .  

. 2. THE ASSAULT ON MY LAI. 

a .  The l and ing  zone. 

The w i t n e s s  o r i g i n a l l y  d e c l i n e d  t o  answer 
q u e s t i o n s  on what t h e  squad d i d  immediately a f t e r  they  
g o t  o u t  o f  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r s  on the land ing  zone (pgs .  11, 1 2 ). 
He d i d  s t a t e  t h a t  t h e  l and ing  zone was l o c a t e d  on t h e  
southwestern  s i d e  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg. 1 4 ) .  

b .  I n i t i a l  movement. 

The w i t n e s s  agreed  t h e r e  was much reconna issance  
by f i r e  from t h e  t i m e  they  h i t  t h e  LZ. He s t a t e d  t h a t  it 
d i e d  down about  midway through t h e  v i l l a g e ,  probably be- 
cause  t h e  v i l l a g e r s  had ceased running around and they  had 
f i n a l l y  g o t t e n  some c o n t r o l  (pg.  3 3 ) .  He mentioned t h a t  
t h e  f i r s t  h a l f  o f  h i s  t i m e  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  w a s  s p e n t  on t h e  
ground c rawl ing  (pg.  3 3 ) .  About halfway i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  
on t h e  n o r t h e r n  b o r d e r ,  t hey  r ece ived  r a d i o  communication 
from a  h e l i c o p t e r  t o  L ieu tenan t  BROOKS i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  t h e r e  
were some VC t h a t  were s h o t  o f f  t o  t h e  n o r t h ,  and t h a t  t hey  
should  p ick  up t h e  weapons (pg.  1 2 )  . They were t o l d  t o  
move toward t h a t  d i r e c t i o n  and t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  q u i d e d  them, 
p o s s i b l y  by popped smoke t o  gu ide  them (pg. 1 3 ) .  They then  
r ece ived  word t o  t u r n  toward a  s m a l l ,  unnamed v i l l a g e ,  which 
he  agreed  w a s  500 t o  600 meters  t o  t h e  n o r t h  o f  My La i  ( 4 )  
(pg. 13)  . H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  he  thought  t h a t  MEDINA made t l ie  

d e c i s i o n  t o  move i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  and s e a r c h  it (pg. 1 3 ) .  
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t r ansmis s ions  between L ieu tenan t  Colonel  BARKER and ' 

Captain  MEDINA (pg.  2 6 ) .  Although it was unusual  f o r  him 
t o  have a r a d i o ,  he  s t a t e d  t h a t  it was a "new t o y "  f o r  
him (pg. 2 7 ) .  He s t a t e d  t h a t  he  knew t h e  c a l l  s i g n s  
w i t h i n  t h e  company, b u t  t h a t  he could  no longe r  recall  
any o f  them (pg. 29 ) . 

e .  A c t i v i t y  a f t e r  meeting i n  My Lai  v i l l a g e .  

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  t hey  l i n k e d  up aga in  
and began moving t o  My La i  (5 )  where t hey  found very  few 
people  and no th ing  e l s e  (pg.  1 9 ) .  He could n o t  r e c a l l  i f  
t h e  v i l l a g e  was burned b e f o r e  they  l e f t  i t ,  b u t  he d i d  n o t  
b e l i e v e  it w a s  (pg. 2 0 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  making it 
through My L a i  ( 6 )  because they  were behind schedule  t o  
l i n k  up w i t h  Bravo Company (pg. 2 0 ) .  He s t a t e d  they  
l aage red  i n  a g raveyard  t o  t h e  sou th  (pg. 2 0 ) .  He 
s t a t e d  t h a t  he  thought  t h a t  du r ing  t h e  evening wh i l e  i n  
t h e  n i g h t  l a a g e r  a r e a  L ieu tenan t  Colonel  BARKER t o l d  
MEDINA o v e r  t h e  r a d i o  t h a t  he d i d  n o t  want t h e  ARVN'S 
a long  w i t h  t h e  company any more (pg.  3 4 )  . 
3 .  INVESTIGATION CONCERNING THE ASSAULT. 

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  du r ing  t h e  a f t e rnoon  o f  
18 March he  was l i f t e d  o u t  o f  t h e  a r e a  and r e t u r n e d  t o  
Landing Zone D c t t i e  (pg. A -,. H e  wzs n o t  met by a f i e l d  
grade  o f f i c e r  n o r  was he  ques t ioned  about  t h e  morning o f  
t h e  1 6 t h  i n  My ~ a i  ( 4 )  (pg. 34) . H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  MEDINA 
c a l l e d  t h e  company t o g e t h e r  a n d - s t a t e d - t h a t  they  were n o t  
t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s , ,  b u t  they could  t a l k  w i t h  t h e  
i n v e s t i g a t i n g  o f f i c e r s  i f  t hey  were ques t ioned  (pg. 34) . 
The wi tnes s  was never  ques t ioned  by anyone nor  t o  h i s  
knowledge were any o t h e r  members of  t h e  company (pgs .  34, 
3 5 ) .  The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  i f  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  had 
been conducted,  t h e  men would have t o l d  t h e  s t o r y  of  what 
had happened (pg. 3 5 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  know why it was n o t  
i n v e s t i g a t e d  b u t  f e l t  t h a t  because t h e  i n c i d e n t  passed 
through channe ls  it took a long t ime and " u n f o r t u n a t e l y  
t h e  p r e s s  media g o t  a  ho ld  o f  i t "  (pg. 2 6 ) .  

4 .  OTHER INFORMATION. 

a.  The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  MEDINA was a former NCO 
and was a  h a r d  man t o  g e t  a long  wi th  (pgs .  15 ,  16 )  . He 
s a i d  MEDINA was t h e  b e s t  commanding o f f i c e r  he had worked 
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w i th .  H e  d i d  n o t  t h i n k  MEDINA would be  ea sy  w i t h  t h e  
Vietnamese b u t  h e  s t a t e d  t h a t  MEDINA w a s  ha rd  w i t h  h i s  own 
men and would be h a r d  wi th  j u s t  about  anybody (pg. 16)  . 
He f e l t  t h a t  i f  t h e r e  was any r ap ing  done by men i n  t h e  
u n i t ,  MEDINA would have had t h e  man cour t -mar t i a l ed  (pg. 1 6 ) .  

b.  The wi tnes s  s t a t e d  he  would n o t  condone r a p i n g ,  
b u t  he  s t a t e d  t h a t  he  b e l i e v e d  one person  had p a r t i c i p a t e d  
a couple  of  t imes  b u t  t h e  person  w a s  no longe r  l i v i n g  
(pg. 1 7 ) .  H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  men i n  h i s  squad ,  wh i l e  
o p e r a t i n g  w i t h  him, d i d  t h e i r  job and d i d  n o t  have t i m e  t o  
p l a y  games w i t h  women (pg. 1 7 ) . H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  he knew 
many i n s t a n c e s  where g i r l s  w e r e  r aped  by members o f  
C h a r l i e  Company b u t  he  could  n o t  say  whether  o f f i c e r s  
o r  NCOs were p r e s e n t  o r  cou ld  c o n t r o l  t h e  men (pg. .  4 5 ) .  
H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  he  d i d  n o t  s e e  t h i s  happening very o f t e n  i n  
h i s  p l a t o o n  and s t a t e d  t h a t  he  f e l t  it was because of t h e  
f a c t  t h a t  t hey  had a job t o  do (pg. $ 5 ) .  H e  s a i d  he had 
hea rd  rumors o f  o t h e r  squads i n  t h e  second p l a t o o n  engaging 
i n  t h i s  t ype  of a c t i v i t y  (pg.  4 5 ) .  He had n o t  hea rd  of  an 
i n c i d e n t  i n  which someone was t h r e a t e n e d  t o  be  k i l l e d  if 
he  d i d  n o t  s t o p  i n t e r f e r i n g  wi th  t h e  men f o r c i n g  t h e i r  
a t t e n t i o n s  on g i r l s  (pg. 4 6 ) .  

c. The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  a l l  h e  had hea rd  of 
Bravo Company's a c t i v i t y  n e a r  t h e  s e a c o a s t  was a few 
weeks a f t e r  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  when h e  r e c e i v e d  a r e p o r t  t h a t  
c e r t a i n  members of  Bravo Company w e r e  under i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
f o r  supposedly doing t h i n g s  i n  a n o t h e r  v i l l a g e  s i m i l a r  t o  
t h o s e  t h a t  supposedly had happened i n  My ~ a i(pg. 2 1 ) .  

d.  The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  he could  n o t  d e f i n i t e l y  
p o i n t  o u t  any i n d i v i d u a l  o r  group under t h e  
i n f l u e n c e  o f  mar i juana  b u t  f e l t  t h a t  t h e r e  were " q u i t e  a  
few" (pg.  4 1 ) .  H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  an i n d i v i d u a l  i n  t h e  u n i t  
named ROTGER smoked mar i juana  and used h e r o i n  wh i l e  i n  
Hawaii b u t  t h a t  MEDINA t r i e d  t o  reform him. H e  s t a t e d  
t h a t  ROTGER came o v e r  one n i g h t  and awakened him, r e p o r t i n g  
t h a t  t hey  were be ing  a t t a c k e d  by "15 w i l d ,  p ink  
e l e p h a n t s "  (pg. 4 1 )  . He d i d  n o t  feel  t h a t  mar i juana  was 
a s i g n i f i c a n t  f a c t o r  i n  what had happened t h a t  morning, 
b u t  h e  a l s o  s t a t e d  t h a t  a  number o f  w i t n e s s e s  were probably 
a f r a i d  t o  t a l k  about  mar i juana  t o  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
(pg.  4 2 ) .  H e  s a i d  t h a t  mar i juana  l e d  t o  h a l l u c i n a t i n g  and 
i n d u l g i n g  i n  f a n t a s i e s  (pg.  4 2 )  . He d i d  f e e l  t h a t  an 
i n d i v i d u a l  who had been us ing  mar i juana  cou ld  "come down 
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i n s t a n t a n e o u s l y "  i f  it w e r e  necessary  (pg . 4 3 )  . He f e l t  
t h a t  t h e  use  of  mar i juana  d i d  impa i r  t h e  squad t h a t  day and 
reduce t h e i r  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  b u t  t h a t  t h i s  was a l s o  an 
everyday t h i n g  (pg. 4 3 ) .  He s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  o f f i c e r s  were 
doing a s  much a s  p o s s i b l e  t o  c o n t r o l  t h i s  w i t h i n  t h e  
company b u t  h e  could  n o t  r e c a l l  any charges  be ing  brought  
a g a i n s t  people  excep t  f o r  a man named GRWER who was l a t e r  
cou r t -mar t i a l ed  i n  Chu La i  and DOUGHERTY who w a s  a r r e s t e d  
f o r  sales (pg. 4 4 )  . H e  d i d  n o t  know anyth ing  about  o f f i c e r s  
u s ing  mar i juana  (pg. 4 4 )  . 

e. The w i t n e s s  d i s c u s s e d  L ieu tenan t  BROOKS and t h e  
f a c t  t h a t  when BROOKS f i r s t  came i n  he  was a young second 
l i e u t e n a n t  who d i d  n o t  know anyth ing  (pg. 4 6 ) .  H e  s a i d  
t h a t  BROOKS e v e n t u a l l y  " l e t  up a l i t t l e  b i t "  and became 
"one QE t h e  guys"  (pg. 4 7 )  . BROOKS i n i t i a l l y  cou ld  n o t  
r ead  a map and f r e q u e n t l y  l o s t  t h e  squad,  b u t  when he  
l ea rned  how t o  run t h e  p l a t o o n  h e  w a s  good " f o r  a whi le"  
(pg. 4 7 ) .  H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  BROOKS t h e n  s t a r t e d  t o  l e t  up 
too  much on mar i juana  (pg.  4 8 )  . He s t a t e d  t h a t  when 
BROOKS was a s s igned  t o  A/1/52 he  was d e s c r i b e d  a s  " t h e  
most o u t s t a n d i n g  p l a t o o n  l e a d e r  they  had e v e r  s een"  
(pg* 4 8 )  
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EXHIBIT 
NUMBER DESCRIPTION 
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(The hearing reconvened at 1445 hours, 22 January 

1970.) 


MR WEST: The hearing will come to order. 


RCDR: The following persons are present: MR WEST, 

COL MILLER, LTC PATTERSON, and MA3 COOP. 


The next witness is Sergeant Lawrence C. LACROIX. 


(SGT LACROIX was called as a witness, was sworn, 

and testified as follows:) 


For the record, will you state your full name, 

grade, Social Security number, branch of service, organization, 

and station. 


A. Lawrence Charles LACROIX, Sergeant E-5, Social 
Security account .number , United States Army, 
currently stationed with Company C, 7 5 t h  Infantry, Fort Carson, . 
Colorado. 

MR WEST: Sergeant LACROIX, before we get into any questions, 

Colonel MILLER will advise you concerning the nature and 

purpose of this inquiry and discuss your testimonial rights. 


COL MILLER: Sergeant, the investigation now being conducted 

was directed jointly by the Secretary of the Army and the 

Chief of Staff of the Army for the purpose of inquiring into 

and making finding and recommendations concerning two major 

areas of interest: 


(1) the adequacy of prior investigations and 

prior inquiries that my have been made within the chain of 

command, in what we now call the My Lai incident of March 

1968. Along with the investigations and inquiries, we're 

also to look into the reports that may have been made, and 

the reviews of those reports, To put it another way, to 

investigate the investigations and the reports that were 

made at the time, and 


(2) to determine whether there was a possible 

suppression or withholding of information by any person who 

had a duty to report this information concerning the My 

Lai incident. 
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General PEERS has been appointed a s  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  
o f f i c e r  and we a r e  a l l  h i s  a s s i s t a n t s  i n  t h e  making of t h i s  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  The i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i s  p r imar i ly  f o r  t h e  
two purposes which I have j u s t  mentioned. I t  is  no t  our  
primary purpose t o  determine e x a c t l y  what happened a t  My La i  
on 16 t o  18 March. However, i n  our  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  we do g e t  
i n t o  may of t h e s e  d e t a i l s  i n  o rde r  t o  determine,  among o t h e r  
t h i n g s ,  what information t h e r e  was a v a i l a b l e  w i t h i n  t h e  
chain of command t h a t  might have caused them t o  want t o  
i n v e s t i g a t e .  But t h e  d e t a i l s  of what went on a r e  secondary 
t o  those two primary purposes.  

We've had made a v a i l a b l e  t o  us and we have read 
p r i o r  s ta tements  made by many wi tnesses  i n  t h i s  case .  These 
have cons i s t ed  p r imar i ly  of s ta tements  made by wi tnesses  
i n  t h e  Inspec to r  Genera l ' s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  which was run l a s t  
sp r ing  and l a s t  summer, t h e  C I D  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  which was and 
i s  going on, and t o  a l e s s e r  degree any o t h e r  s ta tements  t h a t  
may have been made by t h e s e  wi tnesses .  Among o t h e r s  we have 
read your s ta tement  which you made t o  Colonel W I L S O N  l a s t  
summer . 

Your testimony w i l l  be taken under oa th .  A ver-
batim t r a n s c r i p t  w i l l  be prepared. I n  add i t ion  t o  t h e  r e p o r t e r  
we a l s o  have a  t a p e  recorder .  This i s  a backup more than  
anything e l s e .  

The genera l  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of our  r e p o r t  i s  confi-
d e n t i a l ;  however, it i s  c e r t a i n l y  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  some o r  a l l  
of t h e  testimony t h a t  is  given a t  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  may a t  
some time become a ma t t e r  of p u b l i c  knowledge and p u b l i c  
record.  

I b e l i e v e  you a r e  s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  o r d e r  of t h e  
m i l i t a r y  judge i n  t h e  genera l  cour t -mar t ia l  case  of t h e  
United s t a t e s  v. alley. Did you no t  r ece ive  a l e t t e r  
from t h e  t r i a l  counsel? 

A. Yes, s i r ,  I d id .  

Q I ' l l  g e t  t o  t h a t  i n  j u s t  a moment. I n  t h e  mean-
t ime,  you a r e  ordered no t  t o  d i scuss  your testimony i n  t h i s  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  w i t h  o t h e r s ,  inc luding  o t h e r  wi tnesses  f o r  t h e  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  except  a s  you may be requi red  t o  do i n  t h e  
performance of your o f f i c i a l  duty o r  be fo re  a competent ad-
m i n i s t r a t i v e ,  l e g i s l a t i v e ,  o r  j u d i c i a l  body. This  board i s  
an example of an admin i s t r a t ive  board. This  l i m i t a t i o n  would 
c e r t a i n l y  n o t  l i m i t  you from 
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d i scuss ing  t h e  case  i n  any way with your counsel ,  t h a t  you 
e i t h e r  have o r  may have i n  t h e  f u t u r e .  I t ' s  d i r e c t e d  t o  d i s -
cussing i n  p u b l i c ,  with t h e  news media, and except  a s  you 
a r e  r equ i red  t o ,  whatever you've d iscussed  wi th  us today. 

Your appearance and your testimony be fo re  t h i s  
hear ing  i s  n o t  i n  v i o l a t i o n  of t h e  o rde r  of t h e  n i l i t a r y  
judge i n  t h e  Cal ley  case.  I n  o t h e r  words, you can t e s t i f y  
h e r e  and n o t  be v i o l a t i n g  h i s  o rde r .  However, h i s  order  
does s tand ,  and t h e  f a c t  t h a t  you appear h e r e  today does 
no t  r e l i e v e  you from t h e  a p p l i c a b i l i t y  of t h a t  o rde r  any 
place e l s e .  Now do you understand t h e  th ings  I ' v e  gone 
through so  f a r ?  

A. Yes, s i r ,  I do. 

Q Would you l i k e  t o  have me expla in  them any more? 

A. N O ,  s i r .  

Q I t o l d  you t h a t  w e  have reviewed s ta tements  of 
o t h e r  wi tnesses  and we had a l s o  read  your s ta tement .  I want 
t o  be very c e r t a i n  now t h a t  you understand your t e s t i m o n i a l  
r i g h t s .  I noted t h a t  a f t e r  you had t e s t i f i e d  f o r  a whi le  
before Colonel W I L S O N ,  he determined t h a t  t h e r e  may be 
some reason t o  suspect  t h a t  you might have 
been g u i l t y  of t h e  of fense  of murder, and he advised you of 
your t e s t i m o n i a l  r i g h t s  a t  t h e  I G  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  inc luding  
your r i g h t  t o  comssl. 

I understand t h a t  a t  the  p r e t r i a l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
i n  t h e  Cal ley  case  you a l s o  were advised of your t e s t i m o n i a l  
r i g h t s .  You were a l s o  advised t h a t  t h e  government, a t  l e a s t  
t h e  counsel  f o r  t h e  government, had no evidence a g a i n s t  you. 
A s  I understand it, you d id  n o t  r eques t  counsel ,  b u t  you d i d  
n o t  f u r t h e r  t e s t i f y  a t  t h a t  t ime. 

A. Yes. 

Q. I have reviewed many of t h e  s ta tements  and except  
f o r  your own testimony I have no evidence of commission of 
any o f fense  by you, wi th  one p o s s i b l e  except ion and I ' l l  t e l l  
you i n  genera l  terms what t h a t  i s .  
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One of t h e  members of  your  p l a t o o n  who had appeared 
h e r e  was asked i f  h e  knew you, and he  s a i d ,  i n  e f f e c t ,  t h a t  he  
knew you were doing some sea rch ing .  He s a i d :  " I  rememder--I 
t h i n k  he s h o t  a k i d ,  I ' m  n o t  s u r e ,  I c a n ' t  s ay  f o r  a f a c t  t h a t  
I seen  him, b u t  I t h i n k  I j u s t  remember t h a t . "  

On t h e  b a s i s  of t h i s ,  of c o u r s e ,  I wish t o  a d v i s e  
you t h a t  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  My L a i  i n c i d e n t ,  w e  do a t  leas t  
have a s u s p i c i o n  t h a t  you may have committed t h i s  o f f e n s e  of  
murder. You have,  by your  own admiss ion,  used c i v i l i a n s  a s ,  
s h a l l  I s a y ,  mine d e t e c t o r s ,  which is  a  v i o l a t i o n  of  t h e  r u l e s  
of w a r .  

I ' v e  no ted  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  a number o f  areas 
i n  which your  t es t imony b e f o r e  t h e  I G  was a t  c o n s i d e r a b l e  
v a r i a n c e  w i t h  t h e  tes t imony of  o t h e r  w i t n e s s e s  who have 
appeared b e f o r e  u s .  The r ea son  f o r  t h i s  I d o n ' t  know a t  t h e  
moment. I n  any e v e n t ,  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  My L a i  i n c i d e n t ,  
and t h e  m a t t e r s  concerning which we w i l l  q u e s t i o n  you today 
i f  you g i v e  us  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y ,  you do have t h e s e  r i g h t s .  

tS 

F i r s t  of a l l ,  you have t h e  r i g h t  t o  remain s i l e n t ,  c-say  no th ing  a t  a l l .  Any s t a t e m e n t  you do make may be used 

a s  evidence a g a i n s t  you i n  a c r i m i n a l  t r i a l .  You have t h e  
r i g h t  t o  c o n s u l t  w i t h  counse l ,  and by counse l  I mean a 4 
q u a l i f i e d  lawyer ,  and i f  you wish ,  t o  have such counse l  0 
p r e s e n t  w i t h  you i n  t h e  h e a r i n g .  This  counse l  cou ld  be  a 
c i v i l i a n  lawyer whom you r e t a i n  and employ a t  your  own expense. 
A l t e r n a t i v e l y ,  it c ~ u l dbe  a x i l i t a r y  ccl.mscl who would be  
appointed f o r  you. I f  t h e r e  was counse l  o f  cho ice  who w a s  
reasonably  a v a i l a b l e ,  t h a t  counse l  would be made a v a i l a b l e .  
I f  you wanted t o  do s o  you could  employ c i v i l i a n  counse l  
of  your own cho ice  and we would make m i l i t a r y  counse l  a v a i l a b l e  
t o  you, and they  could  bo th  be h e r e .  I f  you e l e c t e d  t o  have 
counse l ,  you c e r t a i n l y  would be  g iven  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  
c o n s u l t  w i t h  him h e r e  a t  any t ime ,  o r  he w i t h  you, o r  o u t s i d e  
of  t h i s  h e a r i n g ,  a s  f a r  a s  t h a t ' s  concerned. 

I f  you dec ide  t h a t  you do want t o  answer q u e s t i o n s  
today w i t h o u t  counse l ,  you n e v e r t h e l e s s  have t h e  r i g h t  t o  
r e f u s e  t o  answer any p a r t i c u l a r  q u e s t i o n ,  or  you may r e q u e s t  counsel 
a t  any t ime d u r i n g  t h e  hearl~g, In s h o r t ,  you  may decide 
n o t  t o  answer any q u e s t i o n s ,  you may r e q u e s t  counse l  a t  any 
t i m e ,  and you may r e q u e s t  q u e s t i o n s  s topped a t  any t i m e .  D o  
you unders tand  a l l  of  t h i s ?  
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A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  I do. 

Q Would you l i k e  t o  have m e  go i n t o  t h i s  any 
f u r t h e r ?  

A. No, s ir .  

Q I have two more q u e s t i o n s .  The f i r s t  one i s ,  do 
you want t o  have counse l  made a v a i l a b l e  t o  you a t  t h i s  t i m e ,  
o r  do you wish t o  r e t a i n  c i v i l i a n  counse l?  

A. No, sir.  

Q A r e  you w i l l i n g  t o  answer q u e s t i o n s  o r  t o  make 
a s t a t emen t?  

A. Some of  them, s ir .  

Q A s  I unders tand  it you s a i d  some of them? 

A. Y e s .  

Q I f  you have q u e s t i o n s  aga in ,  a t  any t i m e  wi th  
r e s p e c t  t o  counse l ,  o r  f e e l  t h e  need f o r  counse l ,  o r  wish 
t o  s t o p  answering q u e s t i o n s ,  p l e a s e  l e t  us  know. If  I see 
any r ea son  t o  warn you f u r t h e r  of your  r i g h t s ,  I c e r t a i n l y  
~7i.11do t h a t ,  t o o ,  

A. Thank you, sir. 

Q Have you g o t  a m i l i t a r y  counse l  o r  c i v i l i a n  
counse l  a t  t h i s  t ime? 

A. I have c i v i l i a n  counse l .  

MR WEST: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  be r eces sed .  

(The h e a r i n g  r eces sed  a t  1455 h o u r s ,  2 2  January 
1970.) 

(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1500 hour s ,  22  January 
1970. ) 

MR WEST: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r . ,  
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RCDR: A l l  p r e s e n t  when t h e  hear ing  recessed a r e  again 
p resen t .  I remind you t h a t  you a r e  under o a t h ,  sergeant .  

MR WEST: Sergeant  LACROIX, when d id  you f i r s t  hear  of t h e  
planned a s s a u l t  on My La i  ( 4 ) ?  

A. 1 , h e a r d  rumors of it f o r  about 3 days p r i o r  
t o  t h e  a c t u a l  a s s a u l t ,  b u t  we d i d  not  g e t  t h e  o rde r  u n t i l  
1 5  March. 

Q I meant t o  ask you i n i t i a l l y ,  would you t e l l  
u s  what your p o s i t i o n  was, what your duty assignment was on 
1 6  March 1968, and your o u t f i t ?  

A .  I was t h e  t h i r d  squad l e a d e r  of 2d Pla toon,  C / 1 / 2 0 .  

Q. A t  t h a t  t ime was C/1/20 a t tached t o  Task Force 
Barker? 

A. Yes, sir. I t  was. 

Q 
G2When d i d  you rece ive  your o rde r s  f o r  t h e  a s s a u l t  
CL4 

on My ~ a i( 4 ) ?  -2' 

A. On t h e  af ternoon of 15 March. 

Q. Who gave you t h e  o rde r s?  

A. Our commanding officer, Captain MIEDINA, 

Q Did he say anything about how long t h e  opera t ion  
was going t o  l a s t ?  

A. No, sir.  

Q = What d i d  Captain MEDINA t e l l  t h e  company about t h e  
opera t ion ,  what were h i s  o rde r s  t o  t h e  company, a s  b e s t  you 
remember? 

A. A s  I remember it, he gathered us a l l  t oge the r  on 
t h e  s i d e  of a bunker and he s t a r t e d  o f f  by t e l l i n g  us we were 
going t o  go i n t o  P i n k v i l l e ,  t h a t  our A0 had been extended t o  
inc lude  t h e  a rea  of t h e  P i n k v i l l e  f o r  t h i s  opera t ion .  And he 
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s a i d  he was no t  s u r e  how long we were going t o  be t h e r e ,  he 
est imated 3 o r  4 days and then he proceeded t o  t e l l  us 
t h a t  it was heav i ly  i n f e s t e d  w i t h  V ie t  Cong and North Vietnamese 
r e g u l a r s ,  which w e  knew, and t h a t  our  i n i t i a l  mission was t o  
be a i r l i f t e d  i n  t o  the r i c e  paddies surrounding Yy L a i  ( 4 ) "  
and we'd s t a r t  a sweep of My La i  ( 4 )  and des t roy  t h e  v i l l a g e  
and anything t h a t  could have been used by t h e  Vie t  Cong such 
a s  corns tacks ,  homes, bunkers,  and des t roy  any 
and everything t h a t  o f fe red  r e s i s t a n c e  t o  us .  He proceeded 
t o  draw a p i c t u r e ,  a type  of map on t h e  sand i n  f r o n t  of us 
and explained where each platoon would be ,  each squad of 
each p la toon,  and how we would move through t h e  v i l l a g e  a s  
a company. And t h a t ' s  genera l ly  what he t o l d  us.  

Q. Did he desc r ibe  t h e  enemy s t r e n g t h  i n  any d e t a i l ?  
Did he t a l k  about t h e  people who might be i n  My L a i  ( 4 ) ?  

A.  The only  s t r e n g t h  r e p o r t  t h a t  he gave us ,  a s  I 
remember, w a s  t h a t  it was t h e  48th V i e t  Cong b a t t a l i o n ,  and 
a s i d e  from t h a t  he  made no mention of anybody o r  anything 
e l s e  we might f i n d .  

Q W e l l ,  we've had s e v e r a l  wi tnesses  t e l l  u s ,  and 
I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  I heard you mention t h i s ,  t h a t  when Char l i e  
Company go t  i n t o  My Lai  ( 4 ) ,  t h e  people who would be there 
would be VC o r  VC sympathizers.  Do you r e c a l l  such a state-
ment.? 

A .  I c o u l d n ' t  swear t o  it. No, s ir .  My two cen t s  
f o r  what i t ' s  worth,  he probably d i d  say it, a s  I b e l i e v e  
they  were. We had received f i r e  from t h i s  v i l l a g e  be fo re ,  
t h e r e f o r e  t h e  v i l l a g e r s  themselves must have sympathized 
wi th  t h e  V i e t  Cong, i f  they allowed them t o  use t h e i r  v i l l a g e .  

Q. Was t h i s  opera t ion  now l i m i t e d  t o  t h e  hamlet of 
My Lai  ( 4 )  o r  was Char l i e  Company t o  proceed from t h i s  hamlet 
t o  o t h e r s ?  

A. I t  w a s  t o  proceed t o  o t h e r  hamlets. 

Q - Then t h e  o rde r s  app l i ed  t o  o t h e r  hamlets t h a t  
Char l i e  Company was t o  move a g a i n s t ,  a s  w e l l  as My Lai  ( 4 )  ? 

A. Yes. 
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Q I d o n ' t  r e c a l l ,  d id  you mention whether Captain 
NEDINA s a i d  anything about burning of houses? 

A .  S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  I c o u l d n ' t  s t a t e  t h a t  he d i d  say 
we were going t o  burn houses,  b u t  he s a i d  we were going t o  
des t roy  them, s o  they would become no p o s s i b l e  use t o  t h e  
V i e t  Cong. And two th ings  I f o r g o t  t o  mention. I n  h i s  
o r i g i n a l  o rde r  he d id  t e l l  us t h e r e  would be Nat ional  
Po l i ce ,  ARVN s o l d i e r s ,  and I guess what you would c a l l  t h e  
Vietnamese m i l i t i a  from t h e  v i l l a g e s  around t h e  a rea .  There 
would be c e r t a i n  i n d i v i d u a l s  of t h a t  type going with us on 
t h e  opera t ion .  

And he a l s o  s a i d  t h a t  t h e  ARVN u n i t  t h a t  was 
loca ted  t o  our  south ,  and t o  whom t h i s  A0 belonged o r i g i n a l l y  
would be i n  a  blocking f o r c e  on t h e  edge of t h e  A 0  and t h a t  
any c i v i l i a n s  we d i d  t ake  a s  de ta inees  would be turned over  
t o  t h e  ARVN's wi th  us  and t h a t  they  would be s e n t  t o  t h i s  
ARVN b a t t a l i o n  and r e l o c a t e d  i n  a v i l l a g e  somewhere along 
Highway 1. 

Q. Sergeant  LACROIX, a r e  you c e r t a i n  t h a t  it was 
i n  connection with t h i s  opera t ion  t h a t  Captain MEDINA made 
t h a t  s ta tement? 

A.  I t ' s  been a long t ime,  I won't  swear t h a t  those  
were h i s  exac t  words o r  anything e l s e ,  b u t  I remember him 
t a l k i n g  about t h e  ARVN b a t t a l i o n  a l o t ,  and I remember o t h e r  
s ta tements  about r e l o c a t i o n  of i n d i v i d x a l s ,  c i v i l i a n s ,  and 
I do remember r e l o c a t i n g  them. 

Q. Okay. Was t h e r e  anything i n  Captain M E D I N A ' s  
remarks t h a t  ind ica ted  t h a t  Char l i e  Company's mission had 
been passed down from higher  headquar ters ,  ass igned from 
higher  headquarters?  

A.  Yes, i n  j u s t  t h e  genera l  way he gave t h e  p i c t u r e ,  
t o  inc lude  t h e  o t h e r  company t h a t  would be opera t ing  with us .  
The a i r  support  we would have. The f i r e  support  we would 
have. I t  had t o  be coordinated through higher  headquarters .  

0 - When you say t h e  o t h e r  company, a r e  you th inkinq  
of .~/4/3? 
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A. Yes, sir.  

Q Did he t e l l  members of Char l i e  Company what Bravo 
would be doing? 

A. Ske tch i ly ,  he s a i d  t h a t  Bravo Company would be 
working on t h e  peninsula  and we'd come up around them and 
we'd form a coloca t ion  base camp-patrol base i n  between t h e  
v i l l a g e s  on My Lai  (5 )  and ( 6 ) ,  I be l i eve  he s a i d ,  i n  t h a t  
a rea .  

Q a  He t o l d  you t h a t  t h a t  evening a t  Landing Zone 
Dott ie?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q Do you remember a memorial s e r v i c e  being he ld  
sometime p r i o r  t o  t h e  b r i e f i n g ?  This would have been a 
s e r v i c e  f o r  some men of t h e  company who had been k i l l e d .  

A. Yes', sir..  There was. 

Q Do you remember .when t h i s  took p lace?  

A. Not e x a c t l y ,  s i r .  

Q* With r e i a t i o n  t o  t h e  b r i e f i n g ?  

A. I 'm n o t  s u r e ,  s ir .  I be l i eve  it was r i g h t  before  
t h e  b r i e f i n g ,  r i g h t  p r i o r  t o  it. 

Q The same day? 

I be l i eve  so ,  s ir ,  very p o s s i b l e .  

Q We've had s e v e r a l  wi tnesses  t e l l  us t h a t ,  o t h e r s  
have f e l t  it was some l i t t l e  time before .  W e  understand t h e r e  
were a t  l e a s t  two memorial s e r v i c e s ,  poss ib ly  wi th in  a pe r iod  
of a month. There was one f o r  WEBER, who was t h e  f i r s t  man 
i n  t h e  company t o  g e t  k i l l e d ,  and one f o r  Bobby WILSON whom 
t h e  second s e r v i c e  was h e l d  f o r .  Do you remember t h e  names 
of t h e  o t h e r s ?  

A .  The one I a t tended,  a t  l e a s t  i f  my memory serves  
me, was f o r  a member of  my squad t h a t  was k i l l e d ,  Gus ROTGER. 

(LACROIX) 9 APP T-207 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

Q. Was it f o r  any o t h e r  s o l d i e r s ,  a t  t h e  same t ime? 

I b e l i e v e  it w a s  f o r  WEBER a t  t h e  same t i m e .  

Q. Do you t h i n k  t h e  memorial s e r v i c e  had any e f f e c t  
on t h e  mood and a t t i t u d e  of t h e  men, w i t h  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  
upcoming ope ra t ion?  

A. No more than  on any o t h e r  o p e r a t i o n ,  s ir .  Can 
I c l a r i f y  t h a t ?  

Q Sure ,  any t ime you want t o .  

A .  The p o l i c y  o f  t h e  Uni ted S t a t e s  Army i n  Vietnam is  
t o  ho ld  memorial s e r v i c e s  f o r  t h o s e  i n d i v i d u a l s  who a r e  
k i l l e d  i n  a c t i o n  whenever p o s s i b l e .  I ' v e  a t t e n d e d  q u i t e  a 
few i n  my t i m e  i n  Vietnam and I ' v e  neve r - - i t  d i d n ' t  p u t  m e  
i n  tha t  much more of  a mood any o t h e r  t ime ,  t h a n  it d i d  
p rev ious  t o  My L a i .  So I ' m  j u s t  t r y i n g  t o  s ay  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  
t h a t  was t h e  dec id ing  f a c t o r ,  what mood w e  were i n .  

Q W e l l ,  i t ' s  been i n d i c a t e d  t o  us t h a t  C h a r l i e  
Company, i n  t h e  weeks preced ing  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  a g a i n s t  My 
L a i  ( 4 ) ,  had i t s  t r o u b l e s  w i t h  booby t r a p s ,  mines,  and s n i p e r s .  
They l o s t  q u i t e  a few men, w i thou t  be ing  a b l e  t o  come t o  
g r i p s  w i th  C h a r l i e .  P o s s i b l y  t h e r e  w a s  a mood b u i l d i n g  up 
i n  t h e  company, t hey  w e r e  eager  t o  come t o  g r i p s  w i th  C h a r l i e ,  
g e t  back a t  him f o r  what he had been doing t o  t h e  company. 
Some people  nave thought  t h a t  t h e  memoriai s e r v i c e  ahead of 
t i m e  tended t o  he igh ten  t h a t  f e e l i n g ,  impress on them t h e  
t h i n g s  t h e  company had s u f f e r e d .  This  is  why I asked t h e  
q u e s t i o n .  

A. I f  any th ing ,  s i r ,  I t h i n k  it would have lowered 
t h a t  f e e l i n g  t o  most people ,  because it g i v e s  them a f e e l i n g  
o f  coming c l o s e r  t o  God and t h e y ' r e  locked i n  p r a y e r .  They 
have a deep f e e l i n g  f o r  t h e  people  t h a t  t h e y ' v e  l o s t  and 
most people  a t  t h a t  t ime f e e l  l i k e  t hey  want t o  q u i t .  They 
d o n ' t  want it any more, t h e i r  f r i e n d s  a r e  g e t t i n g  k i l l e d ,  
r a t h e r  t h a n  revenge.  T h a t ' s  an immediate f e e l i n g  when t h e  
i n d i v i d u a l  i s  s h o t  o r  k i l l e d .  
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Q Did Captain MEDINA t a l k  about t h e  opera t ion  being 
an .oppor tun i ty  t o  g e t  revenge on t h e  V i e t  Cong b a t t a l i o n s  i n  
t h e r e ?  Perhaps n o t  us ing  t h a t  word, b u t  d i d  he g e t  t h i s  i d e a  
ac ross  t o  t h e  company? 

A. I b e l i e v e  s o ,  sir. 

Q What was your mood and t h a t  of t h e  o t h e r  men of 
t h e  company, t o  t h e  b e s t  of your r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  a f t e r  the  
b r i e f i n g ?  Thinking of t h e  day coming up, t h e  next  day? 

A. Scared. 

Q. Was t h e r e  any o t h e r  dominant mood o r  f e e l i n g  about 
t h i s  upcoming opera t ion?  

A. J u s t  extreme f e a r ,  I th ink .  I d o n ' t  r e l i s h  t h e  
thought of going i n t o  a v i l l a g e  where t h e r e  a r e  known bunker 
l i n e s ,  known V i e t  Cong. Where w e  had been s h o t  a t  from befo re ,  
mortared from before .  

Q Everybody expected a s t i f f  f i g h t ,  I t ake  i t ?  

A .  D e f i n i t e l y ,  sir. 

Q L e t ' s  move t o  t h e  next  day, then ,  Sergeant  
LACROIX. You have be fo re  you now an enlarged a e r i a l  photograph 
of  My Lai  ( 4 )  and v i c i n i t y  (Exh ib i t  P-1) . I t ' s  o r i e n t e d  s o  
t h a t  t h e  t o p  of t h e  photograph is  t o  the  nor th ,  and you 
remember t h a t  o f f  t o  t h e  e a s t  i s  t h e  China Sea. The s c a l e  
of t h e  photograph i s  approximately 1 inch equals  80 meters.  
To your l e f t  i s  a 1:25,000 s c a l e  map which has been admitted 
i n t o  evidence a s  Exh ib i t  MAP-4. You ' l l  n o t i c e  My Lai  ( 4 )  
h e r e  i n  t h e  c e n t e r ,  t h e  s t ream l i n e  moving around; you can 
s e e  t h e  same t h i n g  on t h e  photograph. Notice t h e  t r a i l  
running south of t h e  c e n t e r  of t h e  v i l l a g e  jo in ing  Highway 
521; you can s e e  t h e  same t h i n g  on t h e  photograph. The landing  
zone was i n  t h e  r i c e  paddies t o  t h e  west of My Lai  ( 4 ) .  Do 
t h e s e  look f a m i l i a r  t o  you? 

A.  Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q Could you desc r ibe  t o  us what you s a w ,  what your 
squad d i d  a f t e r  you go t  o u t  of t h e  h e l i c o p t e r s  t h e r e  on t h e  
landing zone? 
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A. I r e f u s e  t o  answer t h a t ,  sir.  

Q A l l  r i g h t .  We understand t h a t  t h e  2d Platoon was 
assigned t o  t h e  l e f t  o r  nor thern  s e c t o r  of My Lai  ( 4 ) ,  and 
was t o  sweep through t h e  hamlet from west t o  e a s t .  Other 
wi tnesses  have t o l d  us  t h a t  t h e  p la toon d i d  n o t  go e n t i r e l y  
through My La i  ( 4 ) ,  b u t  a t  some p o i n t  wi th in  t h e  hamlet 
moved ou t  i n t o  t h e  r i c e  paddies nor th  of t h e  hamlet i n  
o rde r  t o  recover  weapons of two VC t h a t  were k i l l e d  ou t  
i n  t h e  r i c e  paddies by a gunship. Do you r e c a l l  t h i s  i n c i d e n t ?  

A. Yes, s i r ,  I do. 

Q Could you desc r ibe  t h e  a c t i o n  of t h e  p la toon 
moving o u t  t o  recover  t h e  weapons? 

A. We had been sweeping t h e  v i l l a g e ,  a s  you s a i d ,  
from west t o  e a s t ,  on t h e  nor thern  s e c t o r ,  and, r i g h t  i n  
he re  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  t h e  v i l l a g e  curves ,  where I b e l i e v e  t h e  
f i r s t  squad, 2d Pla toon,  came o u t  of t h e  v i l l a g e  and they 
s tayed i n  t h a t  genera l  a r e a .  The r e s t  of us swept up and 
we go t  on kind of a l i n e  formation h e r e ,  and moved toward 
t h i s  small  clump of t r e e s  up here .  Then we rece ived  d i r -
e c t i o n s  from t h e  gunship as t o  exac t ly  which r i c e  paddy t h e  
V i e t  Cong was loca ted  i n .  

Q A l l  r i g h t ,  f o r  t h e  record  Sergeant  LACROIX has  
ind ica ted  t h a t  t h e  p la toon l e f t  My Lai  ( 4 )  approximately i n  
t h e  cen te r  of t h e  n o r t h  edge of t h e  hamlet,  where t h e  t r e e  
l i n e  makes an arc on the  nor thern  border of t h e  hamlet 
they proceeded nor th  approximately 4 0 0  meters t o  a clump 
of t r e e s .  A t  t h i s  p o i n t  was t h e r e  a r ad io  communication 
with t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  overheard? 

A .  , D e f i n i t e l y ,  s i r .  

Q Who was i n  t h e  communication, Lieutenant  BROOKS? 

A. Yes, s ir .  I t  w a s .  

Q Could you desc r ibe  what happened from then  on? 

A. Well, we had rece ived  word from t h e  commanding 
o f f i c e r  t o  move t o  t h i s  l o c a t i o n  and t o  pick up t h e  VC 
weapons, and any load  bear ing  equipment t h a t  they had, and 
grenades. We moved i n  a p la toon i n  column formation,  t h r e e  
columns, and we were t o l d  t o  move d i r e c t l y  toward t h a t  
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clump of t r e e s ,  and when we g o t  t h e r e  t h a t  the  s h i p  would 
provide us  d i r e c t i o n s  on exac t ly  where t h e  VC could be 
loca ted .  We g o t  t h e r e  and we were t o l d  they were about 
50 meters t o  t h e  wes t ,  and we were j u s t  cons tan t ly  i n  
communication u n t i l  we were about 20 meters r i g h t  i n  f r o n t  
of them. We f i n a l l y  came ou t  i n  f r o n t  of them and picked 
up t h e  weapons, load bear ing  equipment, and a t  t h a t  time--

Q- ( In te rpos ing)  They d i d n ' t  pop any smoke f o r  you? 

A. I b e l i e v e  they d id ,  and t h a t  was when we f i r s t  
s t a r t e d  l o c a t i n g  t h e  genera l  a rea  we were t o  walk t o ,  which 
clump of t r e e s .  And from t h e r e  he was j u s t  g iv ing  us pin-
pointed d i r e c t i o n s  u n t i l  we w e r e  about 20 f e e t  i n  f r o n t  
of them, b u t  they were i n  t h e  r i c e  paddies ,  and i n  f u l l  
grown r i c e  i t ' s  hard t o  f i n d  anything. We a l s o  received 
word t h a t  we should move toward t h i s  s m a l l  unnamed v i l l a g e  
from our  commanding o f f i c e r .  I d o n ' t  know i t s  name. 

Q A t  t h i s  p o i n t  t h a t  l i t t l e  hamlet l a y  t o  your 
nor th  and t o  tile northwest of you. And you a r e  r e f e r r i n g  
t o  t h e  subhamlet d i r e c t l y  nor th  of t h e  northwest corner  
of My Lai  ( 4 )  , maybe 500 meters ,  500 o r  600 meters,  is  
t h a t  r i g h t ?  

A. Yes, sir.  

Q The c o r r e c t  name of t h i s  subhamlet is  Binh Tay. 

LTC PATTERSON: What kind of h e l i c o p t e r  was it, Sergeant  
LACROIX? 

A .  I b e l i e v e  t h e  i n i t i a l  con tac t  was made with a 
gunship, bu t  t h e  one we were working wi th  w a s  n o t  a gunship. 
I b e l i e v e  it was j u s t  a Huey. 

Q - It w a s  a Huey? 

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q. And do you r e c a l l  t h e  c a l l s i g n ?  

A. N o ,  s ir .  I d o n ' t ;  it was a long time ago. Aside 
from t h a t ,  he gave us word t h a t  when t h e s e  two V i e t  Cong were 
s p o t t e d  moving towards us ,  t h a t  t h e r e  were a l s o  a few s p o t t e d  
running i n t o  and out  of t h i s  smal ler  v i l l a g e .  And a t  t h a t  
t ime, I b e l i e v e  it was Captain MEDINA made t h e  dec i s ion  t o  
move i n t o  t h a t  v i l l a g e  and search  it o u t .  
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Q. There were, i n  f a c t ,  how many dead VC t h e r e ,  
where t h e  weapons and gear  were picked up? 

A .  There were two. There were a few dead 
ind iv idua l s  when w e  g o t  t o  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q To t h e  v i l l a g e ,  b u t  down he re  with--

A .  ( In te rpos ing)  The weapons, t h e r e  were two. 

Q .  And they were i n  a r i c e  paddy of some s o r t ,  o r  
were they l y i n g  on dry ground, i n  a d i t c h ,  o r  what? 

A .  I n  a r i c e  paddy, about dead c e n t e r  of one. 

Q Do you remember t h e  kind of weapons t h a t  you
picked up? 

A .  A .30  c a l i b e r  M - 1 ,  and I be l i eve  t h e  o t h e r  one 
was a SKS, I ' m  no t  s u r e  about t h e  second one, I know f o r  a 
f a c t  t h a t  it was a .30  c a l i b e r  M - 1 ,  because Lieutenant  BROOKS 
was ca r ry ing  it, and he was shoot ing ducks i n  a pond with it. 

MR WEST: Going back t o  My Lai  ( 4 )  , d i d  t h e  2d Platoon ever  
g e t  back i n t o  My Lai  ( 4 )  and complete t h e  sweep through t h e  
hamlet, through My La i  ( 4 )  ? 

A.  No, sir.  It d i d  not .  

Q. We have had evidence t h a t  t h e  1st  Pla toon,  somewhere 
midway through t h e  v i l l a g e ,  spread o u t  and was a c t u a l l y  covering 
t h e  whole v i l l a g e ,  nor th  t o  south.  Were you aware of t h i s ,  o r  
d i d  you hea r  of t h i s ?  

. A. I h a d n ' t  heard it befo re ,  and I d o n ' t  t h i n k  it was 
poss ib le .  One reason i s  I d o n ' t  t h ink  a  p la toon could cover 
500 meters i n  a v i l l a g e .  And t h e  o t h e r  t h i n g  is t h a t  t h e  
p la toon,  1st Platoon--the landing zone i t s e l f  was loca ted  a  
l i t t l e  b i t  on t h e  southern western s i d e ,  and as  we walked 
through we met l i k e  t h i s  ( i n d i c a t i n g  with hands ) ,  and a s  
they came through they came o u t  of t h e  edge of the  v i l l a g e  
about t h e  same time t h a t  my squad d id .  And t h a t  ' s  when w e  
s t a r t e d  our  sweep up n o r t h ,  and, as  f a r  a s  1 know, they 
s tayed on t h e  edge of t h a t  v i l l a g e  f o r  a while .  I th ink  
they broke f o r  lunch t h e r e  while  we were working. 
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Q I s e e .  Well, you a c t u a l l y  d i d n ' t  move from west 
t o  e a s t ,  you moved i n  more of a n o r t h e a s t  d i r e c t i o n ,  I t ake  
it. 

A. More than  from a s t r a i g h t  west t o  e a s t .  

Q Well, i s  it your understanding,  then ,  t h a t  t h e  
1st Platoon took more o r  l e s s  t h e  same--moved i n  t h e  same 
d i r e c t i o n  through t h e  v i l l a g e  from t h e  southwest corner  
angl ing  up t o  t h e  nor theas t?  

P 

A.  More o r  l e s s ,  s i r .  It  was more o r  l e s s  a 
curving opera t ion  l i k e  t h i s  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) ;  with everybody 
involved,  i t ' s  hard t o  descr ibe .  

Q You moved e a s t  and then swung somewhat t o  the  
nor th?  

A .  Y e s ,  s ir .  They d id  wind up on t h e  n o r t h e a s t  
corner  of t h e  v i l l a g e  and s t r u c k  o f f  f o r  My La i  (5 )  . 
Q A l l  r i g h t ,  l e t ' s  g e t  back t o  t h e  l i t t l e  subhamlet 
of Binh Tay. Could you d e s c r i b e  t h e  p l a t o o n ' s  ope ra t ions  i n  
t h i s  l i t t l e  subhamlet? 

A. I t h i n k  I ' l l  r e f u s e  t o  answer t h a t  one. 

Q. I ' l l  ask you a t  l e a s t  one o t h e r  ques t ion  about 
it, and you can answer o r  no t ,  a s  you wish. While t h e  2d 
Platoon was i n  Binh Tay, d id  you hear  any o rde r s  received 
t o  cease  f i r e  o r  reduce t h e  f i r e  o r  anything of t h a t  na ture?  
Stop t h e  k i l l i n g  o r  s t o p  t h e  shoot ing? This o rde r  would 
have come from Captain MEDINA. 

A. I think I ' l l  r e f u s e  t o  answer t h a t  one, too.  

Q ~ u r i n gt h e  morning of  1 6  March 1968, d i d  you 
s e e  any v i s i t i n g  o f f i c e r s  from.Task Force Barker o r  br igade  
o r  d i v i s i o n ?  

A. No, sir.  I d i d n ' t .  

Q What kind of an o f f i c e r  w a s  Captain MEDINA? 

A. Captain MEDINA used t o  be a noncommissioned 
o f f i c e r  of t h e  United S t a t e s  Army. He w a s  t r a i n e d  i n  how t o  
handle men a s  a noncommissioned o f f i c e r ,  and l a t e r  t r a i n e d  
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t o  be an o f f i c e r .  He was very hard,  a hard man t o  j u s t  g e t  
along with.  And when he  s a i d  something, you damn w e l l  d id  
it. And you knew you were i n  a l o t  of t r o u b l e  i f  you goofed 
o f f .  The b e s t  commanding o f f i c e r  I ever  met, ever  had t h e  
p r i v i l e g e  t o  work with.  

Q. There a r e  a few o t h e r  th ings  I would l i k e  t o  ask 
you about h i m ,  which you can answer o r  no t ,  a s  you wish. We've 
had some testimony t h a t  he was p r e t t y  rough i n  t h e  handl ing of 
p r i s o n e r s ,  V i e t  Cong o r  V i e t  Cong sympathizers o r  whatever 
they were. Do you have any knowledge of t h i s ?  

A .  Factua l  knowledge, no, b u t  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  he 'd  
be easy with them. He was hard w i t h  j u s t  about anybody he 
knew. He was hard wi th  h i s  own men, b u t  he was good, r e a l  
good. 

Q He was here ;  he t o l d  us about ques t ion ing  some 
VC suspec t s  on t h e  second day of t h e  opera t ion  when you were 
down near  t h e  Song T r a  Khuc River ,  t o  t h e  south.  He s tood 
t h i s  man up a g a i n s t  a t r e e  and f i r e d  h i s  M - 1 6  above h i s  head 
and kept  coming c l o s e r  and c l o s e r .  Afer each s h o t  h e ' d  ask 
t h e  man i f  he was ready t o  t a l k .  F i n a l l y  he g o t  s o  c l o s e  
t h a t  he decided he d i d  want t o  t a l k .  This was an example. 
Are you aware of any o t h e r  th ings  of t h i s  n a t u r e  about 
Captain MEDINA? 

A. No, s i r ,  no t  d i r e c t l y .  I f  he s a i d  he d i d  it, 
I guess he d i d  it. But I never seen it. Of course ,  I ' m  
u sua l ly  busy wi th  my own squad, t h e i r  opera t ions .  I d o n ' t  
have t ime t o  watch t h e  cap ta in .  

Q .  Do you know what h i s  a t t i t u d e  was toward t h e  
men tak ing  t h e  women a s  they went through a v i l l a g e ,  rap ing  
them i f  necessary,  t o  have t h e  women? 

A. I ' m  n o t  r e a l l y  s u r e  what h i s  a t t i t u d e  w a s ,  b u t  
I ' m  p r e t t y  s u r e ,  depending on t h e  circumstances,  he would 
have e i t h e r  had him cour t -mar t ia led ,  o r  done something t o  
him himself .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  he would have s a i d ,  "Sure, i t ' s  
f i n e ,  go ahead, rape  anybody you want t o . "  

Q Well, we've had some i n d i c a t i o n s  t h a t  it was t h e  
p r a c t i c e  of q u i t e  a few men i n  t h e  company, and t h i s  r an  
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through s e v e r a l  of t h e  squads. Any time they moved through 
a hamlet,  v i l l a g e ,  be it t o  search  and c l e a r  o r  whatever t h e  
opera t ion  was, sweeping through, it was p r e t t y  common p r a c t i c e  
t o  t a k e  time o u t ,  grab one o r  more of t h e  women and have 
i n t e r c o u r s e  wi th  them, whether it be rape  o r  no t .  Some 
i n d i c a t i o n s  a r e  t h a t  t h e  company o f f i c e r s  d i d  nothing a t  
a l l  about it. 

A. I wouldn't  condone it, and I d o n ' t  t h i n k  most 
of them would have. I know f o r  a f a c t  of one who d i d ;  i n  
f a c t ,  I b e l i e v e  he p a r t i c i p a t e d  a couple t imes.  He's no 
longer with t h e  l i v i n g ,  s o  i t ' s  none of my bus iness .  And 
I know f o r  a f a c t  t h a t  the  men i n  my squad, whi le  opera t ing  
wi th  m e ,  d i d  t h e i r  job, and they d i d n ' t  have time t o  play 
games wi th  t h e  women. And I t h i n k ,  e s p e c i a l l y  through t h i s  
opera t ion ,  t h e r e  was a f e e l i n g  of most men--as I s a i d  e a r l i e r ,  
we were sca red ,  we knew t h e r e  was something b i g g e r ,  and t h e  
f a c t  t h a t  we hadn ' t  h i t  it when we f i r s t  go t  i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  
d i d n ' t  mean we weren ' t  going t o  h i t  it i n  10 minutes.  Most 
people w e r e  f a i r l y  w e l l  on t h e i r  t o e s  throughout t h e  whole 
opera t ion .  

Q Did t h e  platoon burn t h e  hamlet of My Lai  and 
Binh Tay b e f o r e  you l e f t ?  

A. I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  so.  There may have been a few 
bu i ld ings  burning,  bu t  I know t h a t  t h e  nor thern  edge of t h e  
v i l l a g e  where we came o u t  was no t  burning. I c a n ' t  r e a l l y  
r e c a l l  the southern edge, because we were pressed  f o r  time 
and t r y i n g  t o  ca tch  up t o  t h e  company. 

Q We've had some testimony t h a t  before  t h e  2d 
Platoon l e f t  t h e  hamlet of Binh Tay, they rounded up 50 
o r  60 people,  Vietnamese people,  s e n t  them o f f  t o  t h e  
southwest. Do you r e c a l l  anything of t h i s  n a t u r e ,  whether 
these  f i g u r e s  a r e  accura te?  

A. I ' d  say t h a t  t h e  f i g u r e s  a r e  d e f i n i t e l y  n o t  
accura te .  It w a s  about 100 t o  125 people rounded up i n  
t h i s  s m a l l  v i l l a g e  alone.  And probably another  300 from 
t h e  v i l l a g e  of My Lai  (4), and they were a l l  s e n t  t o  t h e  
southwest wi th  t h e  ARVN group t h a t  w a s  working with us.  
A few of them l e d  them over ,  and, from what I understood, 
they  were going t o  be taken i n  by t h i s  ARVN b a t t a l i o n  and 
r e l o c a t e d  along Highway 1. 
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Q You know, Sergeant  LACROLX, t h i s  i s  r a t h e r  
remarkable.  I ' v e  p e r s o n a l l y  t a l k e d  wi th  over  60 members 
of C h a r l i e  Company, i n c l u d i n g  q u i t e  a few members o f  t h e  
2d P la toon .  You're t h e  f i r s t  person who has  e v e r  t o l d  us 
t h a t  200 o r  300  people  were ga the red  up i n  My L a i  ( 4 )  and 
s e n t  o f f  anywhere w i t h  anybody. 

A. I ' d  s ay  ve ry  d e f i n i t e l y - -

Q 9 ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Are you s u r e  it was t h i s  same 
o p e r a t i o n ?  

A.  I ' m  very p o s i t i v e  i t  was t h i s  same o p e r a t i o n .  
W e  were sweeping t h e  v i l l a g e .  When we i n i t i a l l y  h i t  i t ,  
t h e r e  was a l o t  of  movement, a l o t  of  a n x i e t i e s ,  a l o t  o f  
people  running  a l l  over  t h e  p l a c e ,  and rounds r i n g i n g  a l l  
over .  I know I was c r awl ing  h a l f  t h e  t ime .  But through 
t h e  l a t e r  h a l f  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e  t h i n g s  s t a r t e d  s e t t l i n g  down. 
W e  w e r e  moving them i n t o  groups,  and they  were formed a long  
t h e  n o r t h e r n  edge. Some o f  them were d e t a i n e d  by us and 
l a t e r  moved t o  o u r  c o l l o c a t i o n  p a t r o l  base ,  where t hey  were 
ques t ioned  by t h e  Na t iona l  P o l i c e ,  t h e  ARVN, t h e  i n t e r p r e t e r s .  
Some were s e n t  immediately back t o  t h i s  r e l o c a t i o n  c e n t e r .  

Q Perhaps  w e  ' r e  a p a r t  on ly  i n  numbers, h e r e .  

A. I may be mistaken on t h e  numbers; i t  was j u s t  
a good guess .  

Q The scene  has  been drawn f o r  us by many witnesses--
t h e s e  a r e  n o t  on ly  people  of C h a r l i e  Company, b u t  o t h e r s  were 
t h e r e  who observed from he l icopte rs - -gunsh ip  p i l o t s ,  ae ro-scout  
p i l o t s ,  and t h o s e  i n  command and c o n t r o l  h e l i c o p t e r s - - i n  t h a t  
t h e r e  w a s ,  a s  soon a s  t h e  combat a s s a u l t  began,  a g e n e r a l  
exodus of people  from t h i s  whole a r e a ,  a number of  r e fugees  
s t reaming  o u t  o f  t h e  a r e a ,  moving down 521 toward Quang Ngai 
C i t y .  There was t h a t  l a r g e  exodus from t h e  a r e a .  There were 
s m a l l e r ,  much s m a l l e r  groups o f  people ,  sma l l  g roups ,  two, 
t h r e e ,  one,  s c a t t e r e d ,  running i n  d i f f e r e n t  d i r e c t i o n s .  But 
t h e  evidence i s  overwhelming t h a t  C h a r l i e  company, e x c e p t  f o r  
t h e  group t h a t  you rounded up i n  Binh Tay and s e n t  o f f  t o  t h e  
nor thwes t ,  C h a r l i e  company d idn  't d e t a i n  any Vietnamese people  
i n  any s u b s t a n t i a l  numbers. O r  any a t  a l l  u n t i l  a f t e r  t h e  
f i r i n g  s topped  on t h e  e a s t e r n  end of  My La i  ( 4 )  , when they  
d i d  t a k e  i n t o  custody a few people .  
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A. I ' m  n o t  t r y i n g  t o  d i f f e r  with you, sir.  

Q T h a t ' s  t h e  p i c t u r e  t h a t ' s  been pa in ted  f o r  us. 

A .  And c a l l  me a l i a r ,  b u t  I remember, i n  f a c t ,  I 
believe--

Q - ( In te rpos ing)  We're groping f o r  t h e  f a c t s .  

A. I b e l i e v e  t h a t  was t h e  f i r s t  time I had seen 
Captain MEDINA s i n c e  t h e  i n i t i a l  a s s a u l t  began was when we 
l e f t  Binh Tay wi th  t h i s  l a r g e  group we had. We came back 
down t o  meet t h e  company a t  t h e  nor theas te rn  edge of t h e  
v i l l a g e .  We were t o  proceed through My Lai (5 )  and My Lai  
(6), and a s  we met t h e  company, I remember asking Captain 

MEDINA myself ,  "What s h a l l  I do wi th  a l l  t h e s e  people?" 
And he s a i d ,  "Put them wi th  t h a t  group t h e r e ,  we ' re  going 
t o  move them southwest,  we ' r e  going t o  have them r e l o c a t e d ,  
t h e y ' r e  going t o  j o i n  t h e  ARVN's." And I remember see ing  
a whole herd  walk around t h e  corner .  

Q Y e s .  W e l l ,  we've been given a somewhat d i f f e r e n t  
p i c t u r e ,  a s  I i n d i c a t e d ,  of t h e  group you separa ted  from a 
group e a r l i e r ,  and they went on t o  t h e  southwest. But t h i s  
i s  n o t  f a r  o f f .  I f  I understand you, then ,  t h e  group of 
Vietnamese d e t a i n e e s  you had wi th  you joined wi th  another  
group down t h e r e  where Captain MEDINA was. 

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q And they  moved o f f  t o  . t h e  wes t ,  around t h e  corner  
of t h e  hamlet t o  t h e  southwest. Okay, can you t e l l  us what 
happened a f t e r  t h i s ,  now? 

A.  We l inked  with t h e  company again  and began moving 
t o  My La i  (5 )  and up t o  our  co loca t ion  p a t r o l  base.  

Q- What happened i n  My La i  ( 5 ) ?  

A. J u s t  about nothing,  t h e  bu i ld ings  were o l d  and 
n o t  being used; it appeared t h a t  way. We searched,  we d i d n ' t  
f i n d  anything,  very few people,  and what we d id  f i n d  we 
moved on t o  our p a t r o l  base.  

Q Was t h e  hamlet burned before  t h e  company l e f t  i t ?  
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Q. We're reasonably f a m i l i a r  wi th  what Char l i e  
Company d i d  t h e  next  few days. They moved i n t o  t h e  south 
wi th  t h e  1st Platoon,  going up on H i l l  85 where MEADLO 
stepped on a  mine and l o s t  a  f o o t ,  Lieutenant  CALLEY was 
in ju red  by fragments a t  t h e  same time. Then t h e  company 
proper  moved on down t o  t h e  water  and back up aga in ,  
l aager ing  i n  f o r  t h e  n i g h t  i n  a  graveyard.  What i s  your 
r e c o l l e c t i o n  of t h i s  day, t h e  17th? Did the  company burn 
t h e  hamlets t h a t  it came through on t h a t  day, f o r  example? 

A.  No, sir.  Most of t h e  hamlets we came through 
were t o t a l l y  dese r t ed .  They looked very we l l  l i v e d  i n ,  
b u t  t h e  people had up and l e f t .  And we were again.  pressed  
f o r  t ime. I t ' s  a long way down t o  t h e  s e a  and then  coming 
back up t o  t h a t  graveyard t o  g e t  back i n t o  a r t i l l e r y  range. 
And we d i d  f i n a l l y  l a a g e r  i n  t h a t  graveyard,  t h a t ' s  where 
I found a  cache of mines t h a t  we blew up l a t e r  t h a t  morning. 

Q. You know we've had s e v e r a l  wi tnesses  t e l l  us 
t h a t  you burned t h e s e  hamlets a s  you moved through, about 
t h r e e  of them. But I t ake  it you d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h i s ?  

A .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  it. I may be mistaken, t h e r e  
a r e  q u i t e  a few v i l l a g e s  i n  t h e  e n t i r e  A 0  t h a t  we have 
burned--

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  Do you r e c a l l  anything of i n t e r e s t  
i n  p a r t i c u l a r  t h a t  happened t h a t  day t h a t  might have some 
bear ing  on our  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  h e r e  t h a t  I haven ' t  asked you 
about ,  perhaps? 

A. Not r e a l l y ,  o t h e r  than  you d i d  ask me about how 
Captain MEDINA t r e a t e d  p r i s o n e r s ,  and I b e l i e v e  they d i d  pick 
up a  V i e t  Cong nurse o r  two, o r  something l i k e  t h i s ,  and a 
few Vie t  Cong down on t h e  southern edge of t h e  water .  I was 
i n  a  s e c u r i t y  p o s i t i o n ;  I d o n ' t  know what happened. T h a t ' s  
about t h e  only i n t e r e s t i n g  t h i n g  t h a t  happened t h a t  day. 

LTC PATTERSON: Back on t h e  i n c i d e n t  ou t  i n  t h e  paddy t h e r e ,  
t o  p o l i c e  up t h e s e  weapons. Can you g ive  me a f i x  on about 
what t i m e  t h a t  was? I f  t h e  opera t ion  s t a r t e d  about 0730, 
s a t  down a t  0730 i n  the morning t h e r e ,  was it r i g h t  away, 
o r  w a s  it a t  some l a t e r  time? 

A.  I t  was a t  some l a t e r  t ime, s ir .  I remember 
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t h a t ,  I ' d  say a t  a  guess ,  maybe 1000, 1030--

Q ( In te rpos ing)  I n  t h e  morning? 

A - Y e s ,  We moved down t h e r e ,  recovered t h e  weapons, 
went through Binh Tay, and when we h i t  t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of Binh 
Tay we broke f o r  lunch a t  t h e  edge of it. So I c a n ' t  r e a l l y  
f i x  t h e  s p e c i f i c  t i m e .  I t  w a s  a t  l e a s t  t h a t  l a t e  i n  t h e  day, 
though, I imagine, unless  we a t e  a t  1000. I wasn ' t  watching 
t h e  watch. 

Q - Again, we have reason t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  it happened 
much e a r l i e r  than  t h a t ,  somewhere a l i t t l e  a f t e r  0800, maybe 
0830, about an hour--

A .  ( In te rpos ing)  I d o n ' t  s e e  how, because we d i d  go 
through a t  l e a s t  a good h a l f  of t h e  v i l l a g e  anyway. And then 
again ,  we went through Binh Tay, and a f t e r  Binh Tay we a t e  
lunch. J u s t  a  guess ,  b u t  I know it had t o  be a l i t t l e  whi le  
longer .  I b e l i e v e  they were k i l l e d  e a r l i e r  by t h e  gunships,  
because a s  I s a i d ,  it wasn ' t  t h e  gunships t h a t  d i r e c t e d  us 
t o  them. 

Q I t  was not?  

A .  N o .  I t  was a Huey, no t  a gun. 

Q What i s  a Huey? 

A.  A Huey is-a U H - l B ,  l i k e  a Char l ie -Char l ie  s h i p ;  
i t ' s  g o t  a p i l o t  and a c o p i l o t ,  and it has two doorgunners. 
A gunship i s  l a i d  i n  wi th  rocke t  launchers ,  miniguns on t h e  
f r o n t  . 
Q Right  on t h e  s i d e  t h e r e ,  and the  f r o n t ,  t h a t  you 
can see?  

A.  Right.  

Q This  s h i p  t h a t  w a s  d i r e c t i n g  you was n o t  one of 
those?  

A.  N o ,  sir .  I ' m  almost p o s i t i v e  it wasn ' t ,  because 
t h e  gunships w e r e  being used elsewhere o r  r e f u e l i n g  a t  a l l  
t imes.  They c o u l d n ' t  j u s t  w a i t  around t o  show us something 
over  he re ,  t o  s t i c k  around whi le  we had t o  f i n d  it f o r  them. 
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They d o n ' t  have t h e  c a p a b i l i t y  t o  s t a y  i n  t h e  a i r  t h a t  long. 

Q- Did you s e e  any o t h e r  kind of h e l i c o p t e r s  i n  
your t r a v e l s  t h a t  morning? 

A. I b e l i e v e  t h e r e  w a s  a--I c a n ' t  remember t h e  
name of it, a l i t t l e  bubble chopper, looks l i k e  a mosquito. 

Q. What was it doing? 

A .  I ' m  n o t  s u r e ,  sir.  I t  was f l y i n g  around. I n  
f a c t ,  I b e l i e v e  it landed. 

Q Did you s e e  it land? 

A .  I b e l i e v e  so .  I f  I r e c a l l  c o r r e c t l y ,  i n  f a c t ,  
I th ink  one of i t s  b lades  h i t  t h e  top  of a t r e e ,  a s  it was 
coming down. 

Q. Where w a s  t h a t  a t ?  

A. I t  was ou t  i n  t h e  r i c e  paddies a s  we were walking 
toward them. H e  landed behind us .  

Q Was t h i s  a f t e r  lunch o r  before  lunch? 

A. Before lunch. 

Q Before lunch,  before  you went i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

Before we went i n t o  Binh Tay. 

Q. Any o t h e r  h e l i c o p t e r s  land t h a t  you saw? 

A. Not t h a t  I saw. 

Q I th ink  you ind ica ted  e a r l i e r  t h a t  you crawled 
p a r t  of t h e  way through t h i s  morning. 

A. D e f i n i t e l y .  

A. Well, t h e r e  were a l o t  of rounds f l y i n g  around 
from a l l  d i r e c t i o n s ,  and I wasn ' t  going t o  s t and  up t o  s e e  
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who was shoot ing them. I ' d  j u s t  a s  soon s t a y  low and f i n d  
o u t  l a t e r .  I t  was very h e c t i c .  A l o t  of people make it 
sound l i k e  we d i d n ' t  r ece ive  any f i r e  a t  a l l  as  we went 
through t h e  v i l l a g e .  Maybe some o t h e r  people d i d n ' t ,  and 
maybe t h e  f i r e  I was rece iv ing  was coming from somebody i n  
f r o n t  of me o r  t o  my s i d e  o r  something e l s e ,  b u t  I can 
d e f i n i t e l y  remember t h e  rounds w h i s t l i n g  and t h e  explosions 
from grenades.  

Q Now I ' m  r e f e r r i n g  t o  your previous s ta tement  
he re ,  t h i s  was taken by t h e  I G .  You i n d i c a t e d  t h e r e  t h a t  
some t ransmiss ions  about a h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t  saying something 
t o  t h e  e f f e c t  of see ing  something on t h e  ground. Do you 
r e c a l l  any t ransmiss ions  t h a t  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t s  made 
concerning what they d id  see?  

A .  Yes, s i r .  I remember him saying  t h a t  it d id  
appear a s  a blood b a t h  from where he--"From up h e r e  it looks 
l i k e  a blood ba th .  What t h e  h e l l  a r e  you doing down t h e r e ? "  

Q Who w a s  he t a l k i n g  to?  

A. I ' m  no t  s u r e  who he was speaking t o  a t  t h e  
t ime, I was a l i t t l e  busy. 

Q- I t  was on your r a d i o ,  though? 

A .  Well, my rad io .  I had an RTO i n  my squad who 
c a r r i e d  a r a d i o ,  and I w a s  not  r i g h t  t h e r e .  I caught  it, 
I was s t and ing  next  t o  him and I was l i s t e n i n g  t o  it, b u t  
I had o t h e r  t h i n g s  t o  do, and I d i d n ' t  ca tch  every word 
he s a i d ,  and I d o n ' t  remember word f o r  word, 

Q What n e t  were you monitoring? 

I was monitoring t h e  company n e t .  

Q. So i t ' s  only an assumption, I suppose, t h a t  it 
w a s  on t h e  company n e t .  

A,  Well, it came over on t h e  company n e t .  I t  d i d n ' t  
come over on b a t t a l i o n  n e t ,  because I wouldn't  have been 
l i s t e n i n g  t o  it. Most everyth ing  was o r i e n t e d  t o  t h e  company 
n e t ,  because t h e  p la toon l eader  only c a r r i e s  one r a d i o ,  
because we a r e  separa ted  so much, s o  spread o u t ,  they wanted 
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everyone t o  have con tac t  wi th  t h e  gunships,  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  
p i l o t s  and everybody e l s e  involved. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  what t h e  answer w a s ,  what anybody 
s a i d  back t o  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t ?  

No, I d o n ' t .  

Q. Did you t a l k  t o  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r s  t h a t  morning? 

A. Yes. I t a l k e d  t o  t h e  one t h a t  was guiding us t o  
t h e  two Vie t  Cong. 

Q- Were you l ead ing  t h e  t roops  t h a t  were going o u t  
t o  those  two dead VC i n  t h e  paddy? 

A. No. I w a s n ' t  l ead ing  them, Lieutenant  BROOKS 
was t h e r e  along with t h e  p la toon se rgean t .  I d i d  have my 
own squad. I was c l o s e s t  a t  t h e  t ime,  and he pointed from 
up i n  t h e  a i r .  He s a i d ,  "The squad t o  your r i g h t  is  about 
SO meters away." And I t a lked  t o  him, I s a i d ,  "Well, which 
d i r e c t i o n  should I move?" And he f i n a l l y  t o l d  me, and I 
moved i n  t h a t  d i r e c t i o n .  

Q Did you have any o t h e r  conversat ions? 

A. One o t h e r  a s  we were going through Binh Tay, he 
saw a man running, and he s a i d  he wasn ' t  s u r e  i f  he had a 
weapon o r  not .  A n d  t o l d  u s  wliere, and again it was nly squad 
t h a t  was c l o s e s t ,  and we went hunt ing.  And, i n  f a c t ,  I 
b e l i e v e  it was someone i n  Sergeant  SCHIEL's squad t h a t  f i n a l l y  
caught up wi th  him and s h o t  h i m .  He was ca r ry ing  LB 
equipment wi th  grenades,  everyth ing  e l s e ,  b u t  they d i d n ' t  
f i n d  a weapon. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  anything e l s e  t h a t  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r
p i l o t s  s a i d ,  t h a t  you overheard i n  t h i s  t ransmiss ion  about 
a blood bath? 

A. No, s i r ,  not  r e a l l y .  

MR WEST: D o  you remember hear ing  any t ransmiss ions  between 
Colonel BARKER and Captain MEDINA over  t h e  r ad io?  

A. No, sir.  

Q. Anytime during t h e  morning? 
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A .  No. I would imagine those would be t h e  
t ransmiss ions  t h a t  would come over t h e  b a t t a l i o n  n e t .  

a- Were you using a speaker on t h e  radio?  

A. Y e s .  We had a speaker.  

Q. So you could s t and  o f f  a l i t t l e  d i s t a n c e  and 
s t i l l  hear  i t ?  

A .  Y e s ,  sir.  

Q Who was your RTO? 

A. I r e a l l y  d o n ' t  remember, s ir .  I t  was one of 
those  one day th ings .  I had g o t t e n  t h e  r a d i o ,  and c a n ' t  
remember who I gave it t o ,  I b e l i e v e  it was MOSS, I ' m  n o t  
su re .  MOSS, TORRES, somebody. 

Q Carrying t h e  radio?  

A. I b e l i e v e  s o ,  I ' m  not  su re .  Af te r  we came i n  
from t h i s  opera t ion ,  a n d  we.  had s t a r t e d  on t h a t  second 
opera t ion ,  I rece ived  another  man, and he became my RTO 
permanently. 

LTC PATTERSON: You've go t  a p r e t t y  good r e c a l l  about t h i s  
r a d i o ,  was t h i s  s t r ange  f o r  you t o  have a rad io?  

A. Yes, very s t r ange .  

Q. Squad l e a d e r s  d o n ' t  u sua l ly  have--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  A t  t h e  t ime they d i d n ' t ,  we used 
t h e s e  small  squad r a d i o s ,  which a r e  about as wor th less  a s  a 
l o t  of th ings  t h e  Army comes o u t  with now. PRC-4 and PRC-9. 

Q Go ahead, sergeant .  

A.  Well, the-- I t  w a s  more o r  l e s s  a p r e s e n t ,  t h a t ' s  
what it amounted t o .  

Q Right. 

A .  A new toy f o r  me. 
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Q And b e i n g  a s  how it was a unique e x p e r i e n c e ,  
t h e  c a l l  s i g n s  o f  some of  t h e  f o l k s  you hea rd  t r a n s m i t t i n g  
back and f o r t h  there--were you f a m i l i a r  w i th  them? 

A. Q u i t e  f a m i l i a r .  A t  o t h e r  t imes  I had t a k e n ,  
such a s  l i k e  t h e  JOLLY,  who was t h e  81 m i l l i m e t e r  FO, he  
c a r r i e s  a r a d i o ,  and most t imes  t h a t ' s  how I ' ve  worked 
t h i n g s .  That  JOLLY would be w i t h  m e ,  wi th  my squad,  he  
l i k e d  t o  move w i t h  u s .  And I ' d  use h i s  r a d i o  when I 
needed something. And Capta in  MEDINA had a t h i n g  about  
sending  me o u t  on my own. He l i k e  t o  s e e  me o u t  t h e r e  - tromping t h e  h i l l s ,  500 me te r s ,  5,000 meters  away from 
t h e  company, p i c k i n g  o u t  L Z ' s  and g e t t i n g  s e t  up t o  
a c c e p t  r e s u p p l i e s .  

MR WEST: By y o u r s e l f ?  

A .  W e l l ,  w i t h  my squad,  t h a t ' s  a l l ,  s p l i t  my 
p l a t o o n ,  s o  t hey  wouldn ' t  have t o  worry about  b e i n g  on 
a h i l l  a t  a c e r t a i n  t i m e  t o  a c c e p t  r e s u p p l i e s  coming i n ,  
more C- ra t ions  and t h i n g s  l i k e  t h i s .  I could  go up w i t h  
my squad,  p i ck  o u t  a good l a n d i n g  zone, s e t  up s e c u r i t y ,  
and a c c e p t  t h e  r e s u p p l i e s .  Q u i t e  a few t imes  we d i d n ' t  
know who w a s  l o s t ,  him o r  m e .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  he 'ar ing any s t a t i o n s  on your
l i t t l e  r a d i o  t h e r e  t h a t  seemed r a t h e r  s t r a n g e  t o  be coming on 
t h e  C h a r l i e  Company n e t ?  

A. No, n o t  r e a l l y .  There were a l o t  o f  s t a t i o n s  
f l o a t i n g  around t h a t  I d i d n ' t  know o f .  But--

Q - ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  C a l l s i g n s  you didn ' t  recognize?  

A. C a l l s i g n s  I didn 't recogn ize ,  b u t  t h a t  's more 
o r  l e s s  customary, because I ' m  n o t  f u l l y  b r i e f e d  on which 
h e l i c o p t e r s  a r e  going t o  be o u t  t h e r e ,  i f  i t ' s  a h e l i c o p t e r ,  
o r  who 's go ing  t o  be  c a l l i n g  us .  And t h e n ,  I didn 't know 
everybody 's  c a l l  s i g n  a t  b a t t a l i o n  l e v e l ,  t h i n g s  l i k e  t h i s ,  
t a s k  f o r c e  l e v e l .  1 

Q But t h e r e  w e r e  some s t r a n g e  c a l l  s i g n s  o t h e r  t h a n  
C h a r l i e  Company t h a t  appeared on t h e  n e t ?  
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A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q Do you remember any of  the--do you know numbers 
now, and what t h e y  s i g n i f y ?  

A. R igh t ,  sir. 

Q Did you h e a r  any s p e c i f i c  numbers of  any type
people?  

A. No, sir.  I d i d  n o t .  Not t h a t  I can remember. 
See,  w e  had nicknames f o r  each o t h e r  on c a l l  s i g n s  i n s t e a d  
of  t h e  s t r a i g h t  o u t  numbers, probably because of t h e  monotony 
of say ing - - l i ke  my c a l l  s i g n  w a s  2-3, 2d P l a toon ,  t h i r d  squad.  
And peop le ,  t h e y ' d  c a l l  m e  on t h e  phone, s a y  "deuce- t res . "  
This  i s  a l i t t l e  n i c k  name they  had. Our second squad o f  
t h e  2d P la toon  i s  "double de6ce.  " And--

Q - ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I ' m t a l k i n g  about  t h e  s t r a n g e
s t a t i o n s ,  though. 

A. S t r ange  s t a t i o n s ?  I j u s t  d o n ' t  remember t h e i r  
numbers t h a t  l ong ,  and I 've, hea rd  s o  many i n  Vietnam t h a t  
you could  r a t t l e  o f f  ~ 1 0 , 0 0 0 ,it  wouldn ' t  make any d i f f e r e n c e .  

COL MILLER: Dur ing ,your  movement through My L a i  ( 4 )  , which 
i s  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  v i l l a g e  where you mzde yzur z t t a c k ,  and t o  
t h e  n o r t h ,  where were you most o f  t h e  t i m e  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  
L ieu tenan t  BROOKS? Do you know? 

A. I was t o  h i s  r i g h t .  He was s l i g h t l y  behind me  
and t o  my l e f t .  

Q When you went t o  t h e  n o r t h  of t h e  v i l l a g e  which 
w e  r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  Binh Tay, d i d  you s e e  him up i n  t h a t  a r ea?  

A. Y e s .  H e  was t h e r e .  

Q I b e l i e v e  you s a i d  t h a t  your  r a d i o  d i d  have a 
speaker .  

Y e s .  It d i d .  

How about  L ieu t enan t  BROOKS' r a d i o ,  do you know? 

A. I t  a l s o  had a speaker .  
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Q They were on t h a t  day? 

A.  Probably. Most d e f i n i t e l y ,  I ' d  say ,  almost 
always during t h e  day t h e  speakers  were on. 

Q What d id  you do wi th  t h e  equipment, ammunition, 
supp l i e s  t h a t  you captured? 

A .  I t  was dependent upon where we captured it and 
o t h e r  t h i n g s .  What we had captured and accumulated through 
My La i ,  most of it was destroyed i n  My Lai .  And i n  Binh Tay 
some of it was des t royed,  some of it we t o t e d  back t o  Captain 
MEDINA. I b e l i e v e  he s e n t  it o u t  on a h e l i c o p t e r ,  I ' m  n o t  sure .  

Q Did you r e p o r t  back t o  him what had been 
captured o r  destroyed o r  both? 

A .  Not always, sir.  There ' s  a l o t  of t r a f f i c  on 
t h e  s t a t i o n s ,  a l o t  of people t a l k i n g  t o  everybody e l s e ,  
and everybody was busy doing something. I t  was always 
repor ted  t o  one p l a c e  o r  another ,  such a s  I might have 
repor ted  it t o  Lieutenant  BROOKS. What he d i d  wi th  t h e  
information,  I ' m  no t  s u r e .  

Q Do you know how many weapons were captured  t h a t  
day? 

A.  T o t a l l y ,  a l t o g e t h e r ,  no. I ' m  no t  s u r e .  

Q How many do you know o f ?  

A. About s i x .  

Q. What do you mean. by weapons, ,now? 

A. I mean b u l l e t  launching weapons. 

Q Grenades? 

A. Grenades, q u i t e  a few. I can t h i n k  of f o u r  
d i f f e r e n t  occasions i n  Binh Tay a lone ,  we had k i l l e d  V i e t  
Cong t h a t  were wearing load bea r ing  equipment t o  inc lude  
grenades. 

Q. Do you know whether t h a t  was repor ted  t o  t h e  
company o r  not?  
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A.  I imagine it was. I know I d i d n ' t  r e p o r t  it. 

Q The reason I ask i s  t h a t  f o r  t h i s  whole opera t ion ,  
I t h i n k ,  t h r e e  weapons were r epor ted  a s  captured and t e n  
grenades.  What happenea t o  t h i s  equipment? 

A.  A l o t  of t h i s  is  dependent on where you f i n d  it, 
too .  You happen t o  k ick  something over  i n  a hootch, and 
t h e r e  underneath an urn o r  something i s  f i v e  grenades.  I ' m  
no t  r e a l l y  dumb enough t o  reach i n ,  p u l l  them o u t ,  and t a k e  
them back a s  captured grenades. For t h e  simple f a c t  t h a t  I 
can drop a grenade i n  and blow them o f f  and nobody g e t s  them, 
and I d o n ' t  have t o  worry about blowing myself up a t  the  
same time. 

Q I am con jec tu r ing  a l i t t l e  b i t ,  b u t  I assume t h a t  
t h e  company and t h e  h igher  headquar ters  would be i n t e r e s t e d  
i n  knowing what d i d  you f i n d ,  what d id  you capture .  For 
example, i f  they  g o t  50 grenades,  c e r t a i n l y  you ' r e  no t  going 
t o  c a r r y  them around wi th  you, enemy grenades.  Weapons and 
ammunition you might w e l l  b r i n g  back, I ' m  aware of t h a t .  I t  
appears  t h a t  very l i t t l e  w a s  r epor ted  t o  them t h a t  day, 
and you've r epor ted  f i n d i n g  more than t h e  company found 
on t h e  whole opera t ion .  

A .  A l l  I can say i s  t h i s  i s  pe r sona l ly  what I saw. 
And t h e s e  were r epor ted  a t  l e a s t  t o  Lieutenant  BROOKS. Now, 
i f  Lieutenant  BROOKS d i d  o r  d id  n o t  r e p o r t  them t o  Captain 
MEDINA,  and Captain MED1N.A d i d  o r  d id  no t  r e p o r t  them t o  
t h e  t a s k  f o r c e ,  Colonel BARKER, I d o n ' t  know. But i f  I 
would have c a l l e d  Captain MEDINA on t h e  r a d i o  t o  t e l l  him 
I j u s t  found two grenades,  I probably would have been a 
p r i v a t e  r i g h t  now, wondering when I ' m  going t o  g e t  o u t  of 
j a i l .  

Q I n  your p r i o r  tes t imony,  t h a t  which you gave 
t o  Colonel WILSON, you mentioned something about ARVN i n  
My Lai  ( 4 )  doing a l o t  of shoot ing.  Did some ARVN come 
i n  wi th  you on t h e  landing  a t  the  LZ and move through 
My Lai  ( 4 )  with  you? 

A .  . Yes. 

Q. Do you know how many? 

A .  NO,  I have no idea  of a t o t a l  number. I ' d  
seen  them f l o a t i n g  around h e r e  and t h e r e ,  i n  between. I 
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was s u r e  some of them were i n t e r p r e t e r s ,  some of them were 
ARvN t roops .  I remember t h e  Nat ional  Po l i ce  being t h e r e ,  
Popular Forces,  o r  m i l i t i a .  And as  a mat ter  of f a c t ,  i n  
some of those  p i c t u r e s  you can s e e  t h e  ARVN whi le  going 
through t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q. Are you s u r e  t h a t  was on t h i s  opera t ion?  

A. Very su re .  

Q You s t a t e d  be fo re ,  something about the  medical 
c a r e  t h a t  was given t o  people t h a t  day--they were bandaging 
wounds and s o  on. This i s  somewhat d i f f e r e n t  from most of 
t h e  o t h e r  testimony we've rece ived .  Do you have any comments 
on t h a t ?  

A. I d i d  s e e  some medical t rea tment  being given. 
Not everybody was given medical t rea tment ,  I ' m  f u l l y  aware 
of t h a t ,  b u t  t h e r e  was some given,  e s p e c i a l l y  when w e  
reached t h i s  n i g h t  l a a g e r  p o s i t i o n .  There were q u i t e  
a few people being given medical t rea tment .  

Q. How about during t h e  morning when you were 
going through My Lai  ( 4 )  ? 

A. I ' m  not  p o s i t i v e ,  s i r ,  a s  I s a i d ,  we were--the 
l ead  p l a t o o n , c o u l d n ' t  t ake  time t o  worry about a wounded 
person. That sounds very c r u e l ,  b u t  t h a t ' s  what we had a 
t r a i l i n g  p la toon f o r ,  t o - - l ike  we c o u l d n ' t  t a k e  t ime t o  
burn t h e  v i l l a g e s .  We walked through, searching  it, and 
we'd have never go t  from one end t o  t h e  o t h e r  wi thout  
g e t t i n g  r ipped t o  p ieces .  

Q Who was supposed t o  do t h a t ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  t h e  3d Platoon was i n  t h e  r e a r ,  and 
t h e  headquar ters ,  al though I ' m  n o t  s u r e  who a l l  was back 
t h e r e .  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  was t h e i r  funct ion .  

Q Did you have any engineers  wi th  you? 

A. With my platoon? 

Q Yes. 

A. I d o n ' t  r e a l l y  remember. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  so.  

(LACROIX) 32 APP T-207 

FOR OFFICIAL USE CYLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

Q Any demoli t ion men? 

A. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  so.  We d i d  have demoli t ions with 
us ,  and I have been t r a i n e d  i n  how t o  use it. I was blowing 
up a l o t  of t h i n g s ,  tunnels  here  and t h e r e .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  when t h e  shoot ing-- le t  me rephrase 
t h a t .  Apparently t h e r e  was a l o t  of reconnaissance by f i r e  
from t h e  moment t h a t  you h i t  t h e  LZ and went in--you d i d n ' t  
know what you were going t o  h i t .  Do you remember when t h e  
shoot ing  d i e d  down considerably? 

A. A s  an e s t ima te ,  I ' d  say midway through t h e  
v i l l a g e .  

Q Do you know what caused it t o  d i e  down, a t  
t h a t  time? 

A. I d o n ' t  know f o r  s u r e  what happened, what 
caused it t o  d i e  down, bu t  I b e l i e v e  it was probably 
because t h e  v i l l a g e r s  had ceased t o  run amuck and go 
crazy,  and we had f i n a l l y  go t t en  some c o n t r o l .  A s  we 
i n i t i a l l y  s t a r t e d  through t h e  v i l l a g e  we had a small  
group running h e r e ,  another  group popping up from 
behind bushes.  Somebody e l s e  t a k e s  o f f ,  running r i g h t  
i n  f r o n t  of you. And then  a l l  of a sudden a b u l l e t  
came whining over  your head, and you d i d n ' t  know which 
end was up. Tha t ' s  why I s a i d  I s p e n t  the f i r s t  h a l f  
of my time i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  on t h e  ground, crawling,  I 
wasn ' t  about t o  look up t o  see  what was happening. 

Q Did it appear t h a t  t h e s e  v i l l a g e r s  were 
running t o  a t t a c k  o r  running t o  g e t  away? 

A. That was t h e  impossible th ing .  You c a n ' t  say 
they  a r e  running t o  a t t a c k  o r  running t o  g e t  away. Some 
of them were probably--I 'd say most were t r y i n g  t o  g e t  away, 
b u t  i f  somebody pounced up from t h e  r e a r  of you f o r  some 
unexplainable  reason,  he may have been h id ing  i n  a s p i d e r  
h o l e  o r  a tunne l ,  and a l l  of a sudden he comes up and h e ' s  
running from your r e a r ,  coming a t  you, you d o n ' t  know what 
t o  expect .  Now, he may be t r y i n g  t o  g e t  away, b u t  h e ' s  
s t i l l  running towards you. And as  I s a i d ,  when we went 
i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  we expected t h e  worst .  

Q. I n  your p r i o r  testimony you mentioned, I 
t h i n k ,  it w a s  a r a d i o  communication between Captain 
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MEDINA and Colonel BARKER about n o t  wanting ARVN any more. 
Was t h a t  dur ing  t h e  morning on t h i s  opera t ion ,  do you r e c a l l ?  

A. I f  I r e c a l l ,  it was dur ing  the  evening i n  t h e  
n i g h t  l aager .  I know I heard h i m  speaking of it then ,  t h a t  
way. I ' m  no t  s u r e  i f  he t o l d  him anything previous t o  t h a t  
o r  no t .  

Q Did it appear t o  you t h a t  t h e  American t roops 
were w e l l  under t h e  c o n t r o l  of t h e i r  l eader s  as they went 
through My Lai?  

A. Very w e l l .  

MR WEST: We spoke a l i t t l e  e a r l i e r  of Char l i e  company 
being l i f t e d  o u t  on t h e  af ternoon of t h e  18th  and going 
back t o  Landing Zone D o t t i e .  And I asked you whether you 
were met by a f i e l d  grade o f f i c e r ,  and were quest ioned 
about t h e  morning of 1 6  March 1968 i n  My Lai  ( 4 )  , and as  
I remember, your answer was, "No," you were n o t  met by 
anybody. 

A. That 's c o r r e c t .  

Q And you ind ica ted  i n  response t o  the  ques t ion ,
t h a t  Captain MEDINA had g o t t e n  t h e  company t o g e t h e r  and 
t a l k e d  about an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of t h e  events  of 1 6  March 
1968 a t  M y  Lai  ( 4 ) .  Would you t e l l  us again what Captain 
MEDINA s a i d  a t  t h ~ ttime? 

A. I ' m  not  r e a l l y  p o s i t i v e  what h i s  words were, b u t  i f  I 
remember c o r r e c t l y ,  it was t h a t  t h e r e  was going t o  be an 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  about My Lai .  We were expected n o t  t o  
d i scuss  it wi th  anyone o r  go down t o  the  NCO Club and 
g e t  drunk and s t a r t  t e l l i n g  war s t o r i e s  about it. And 
t h a t  t h e  only people we should t a l k  t o  about it were 
t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  o f f i c e r s ,  i f  they s o  quest ioned us .  

Q Okay, anything e l s e ?  

A. Tha t ' s  about a l l  t h a t  I can remember. 

Q Anybody ever  t a l k  t o  you, say he was 
i n v e s t i g a t i n g  t h e  i n c i d e n t ?  

A.  No, sir.  
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Q To your knowledge, d id  any i n v e s t i g a t i n g  o f f i c e r  
ever  ques t ion  any o t h e r  member of t h e  company about events  
a t  My L a i  ( 4 )  t h a t  morning? 

A. To my knowledge, no, s ir .  

Q Do you th ink  t h a t  i f  a formal i n v e s t i g a t i o n  had 
been conducted, i f  somebody had come i n  from br igade  o r  
d i v i s i o n  and taken s ta tements  from everybody, t h e  whole 
s t o r y  would have come ou t  a t  t h a t  time? 

A. I t  depends on what you mean by t h e  whole s t o r y ,  
sir. A s  it has been blown up o u t  of propor t ion  now, yes ,  
it probably would have. 

Q Well, would t h e  men have t o l d  j u s t  what they 
knew, what they  saw t h a t  day, what happened as  they 
understood i t ?  

A. Yes. They probably would have t o l d .  I ' m  no t  
s u r e  anything would have come of  it, i f  it had been 
i n v e s t i g a t e d  i n  t h a t  manner. 

Q - Could you .explain t h a t ?  

A. I ' m  n o t  sure- - tha t  without  the  p ress  g e t t i n g  
ahold of it, t h e  p r e s s  media, as f a r  a s  I ' m  concerned, is  
r e a l l y  d i s t o r t i n g  what has happened the re - - tha t  it would 
have been blown up t o  such propor t ions  a s  would warrant  
an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  by t h e  Army Chief of S t a f f .  And having 
h a l f  of t h e  people i n  Washington worry about it. And 
people walking around c a l l i n g  me and a few o t h e r  people 
i n  Char l i e  Company murderers and k i l l e r s .  I th ink  it 
would have been handled by t h e  United S t a t e s  Army i n s t e a d  
of by t h e  p r e s s ,  which I th ink  is very poor. 

Q W e l l ,  I th ink  you ' re  aware t h a t  what happened 
t h a t  morning a t  My La i ,  whatever it was, d i d  n o t  become 
know back h e r e  i n  t h e  United S t a t e s ,  o r  widely known a t  
a l l ,  i n  f a c t ,  u n t i l  some time i n  November, 1969. The f a c t  
i s  t h a t  t h e  events  of t h a t  morning were no t  known i n  t h e  
Headquarters,  Department of t h e  Army, u n t i l  A p r i l ,  1969, 
a f t e r  a l e t t e r  from Ron RIDENHOUR was rece ived  by t h e  
Sec re ta ry  of Defense. There were a l o t  of Vietnamese 
r e s i d e n t s  of My Lai  ( 4 ) ,  civi l ians--whether  they were 
VC, VC suspec t s ,  VC sympathizers,  whatever they  were--
t h e r e  were a l o t  of people k i l l e d  t h e r e  t h a t  day. A 
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l o t  of women and c h i l d r e n  k i l l e d .  This is  a r a t h e r  unusual 
event  i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  of t h e  Army. And y e t ,  it was n o t  
repor ted  i n  t h e  usual  manner, through channels .  I don ' t .  
know whether y o u ' r e  aware of t h i s  o r  n o t ,  b u t  do you have 
any opinion a s  t o  why it wasn ' t  r epor ted  i n  t h e  usua l  
manner? 

A. I c o u l d n ' t  even t r y  t o  g ive  an opinion a s  t o  
why it wasn ' t  repor ted  i n  t h e  normal manner, i f  t h e r e  w a s  . 

an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  a t  t h a t  t ime,  which I ' m  no t  s u r e  o f ,  
because I was never approached. But i f  t h e r e  was, I 
would imagine t h a t  it would have been repor ted  through 
normal channels ,  and it would have been handled by t h e  United 
S t a t e s  Army. I was t r y i n g  t o  say e a r l i e r ,  a s  I se.e it r i g h t  
now, it was n o t  repor ted  through normal channels.  O r  it 
took such a long t ime,  and unfor tunate ly  t h e  p r e s s  media 
g o t  ahold of it, and t h e  people t h a t  were involved have 
been c r u c i f i e d  by t h e  p r e s s .  Whether they  a r e  g u i l t y  o r  
n o t  i s  s t i l l  y e t  t o  be proven. A s  t h i s  country o r i g i n a l l y  
once s tood,  a  man was innocent  u n t i l  proven g u i l t y ,  b u t  
t h a t ' s  n o t  t h e  case  he re  any more. 

Q Let  me ask you another  ques t ion ,  which a l s o  
c a l l s  f o r  an opinion.  We'd be very i n t e r e s t e d  i n  your 
views. You were t h e r e ,  saw a good p a r t  of it. I n  your 
opinion,  what happened a t  My Lai  ( 4 )  on 1 6  March 1968? 

A. I n  my opin ion ,  w e  destroyed a V i e t  Cong 
s tronghold,  bunker l i n e s ,  tunne l  complexes, a v i l l a g e ,  
a l l  of t h e i r  food and s u p p l i e s .  And i n  my opin ion ,  it 
was a t  t h e  time a very success fu l  ope ra t ion ,  i n  t h a t  
sense alone.  On l a t e r  o p e r a t i o n s ,  a s  I s a i d  e a r l e r ,  
and with o t h e r  u n i t s  when we went back i n ,  they had 
r e b u i l t  t h e i r  bunker l i n e s  and re in fo rced  it wi th  
concre te .  And t h e r e  wasn ' t  any way we were going t o  
g e t  i n  t h e r e .  But t h a t ' s  an opin ion ,  my own. I d o n ' t  
condone what a l l eged ly  happened t h e r e .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  
i t ' s  r i g h t  t o  s t and  women and c h i l d r e n  up t h e r e  and 
shoot  them down, i f  t h a t ' s  what d i d  happen. But I 
d i d n ' t  s e e  it, and I would venture  t o  say it d i d n ' t  
happen. 

Q Well, i n  your observation, d id  t h e  men of t h e  
company t h i n k  they were doing what they were supposed t o  
do, what they were ordered t o  do, going i n  t h e r e ?  
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A. I b e l i e v e  they a l l  thought they were doing what 
they  were i n s t r u c t e d  t o  do, what t h e i r  job was. I t  was n o t  
uncommon t o  burn a v i l l a g e .  I t  was n o t  uncommon t o  des t roy  
t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s '  animals and anything e l s e  we could f i n d  t o  
des t roy ,  t o  keep it from going t o  t h e  V i e t  Cong. I t  i s  n o t  
uncommon t o  r e l o c a t e  v i l l a g e s  t o  an a rea  where we can 
c o n t r o l  them. T h i s  a r e a  was s o  f a r  away and s o  secluded 
from our  base camp t h a t  we cou ldn ' t  go i n  t h e r e  every day 
and o f f e r  them medical a s s i s t a n c e  and food, and h e l p  t o  
grow t h e i r  r i c e  and o t h e r  t h i n g s ,  and make them a more o r  
l e s s  r e spons ib le  South Vietnamese community i n s t e a d  of a 
run-amuck bunch of VC, which i s ,  i n  my opinion,  what they 
were. 

Q Were you f a m i l i a r  w i t h  t h e  o f f i c i a l l y  r epor ted  
body count f o r  t h i s  opera t ion?  

A. What was s a i d  over  t h e  r a d i o s  and t h i n g s  l i k e  
t h i s ,  no. I ' m  n o t  c e r t a i n  what t h e  a c t u a l  body count was 
a t  t h e  t i m e .  I n  l a t e r  days and i n  r e p o r t s ,  I b e l i e v e  it 
was 128. 

Q Did you hear  any body count f i g u r e s  over  your 
r a d i o  t h a t  day? 

A. I b e l i e v e  one. I b e l i e v e  t h a t  was a body count 
of 25. 

Q Do you remember what t h e  p la toon was? 

A Not e x a c t l y ,  bu t  I ' m  p r e t t y  s u r e  it w a s  3d 
Platoon--ei ther  3d o r  l s t ,  I be l i eve .  

Q. Our information--well ,  128 was t h e  o f f i c i a l l y  
r epor ted  VC K I A  f o r  t h e  day ' s  ope ra t ion .  Of t h a t  t o t a l ,  
about 9 0  were a t t r i b u t e d  t o  Char l i e  Company and about 38 
t o  Bravo Company. I n  your opin ion ,  would t h e  9 0  f i g u r e  
have been about r i g h t  f o r  Char l i e  Company? Were you i n  
any p o s i t i o n  t o  judge? 

A. Other than  t h e  f a c t  of t h e  p o s i t i o n  of my own 
squad and what it had accomplished, I would be i n  no p o s i t i o n  
t o  judge what t h e  e n t i r e  company had done. But basing it on 
t h a t  f a c t ,  I would say t h a t  would be c lose .  

Q. What w a s  t h e  a t t i t u d e  of t h e  men i n  Char l i e  
company toward t h e  Vietnamese people i n  genera l?  
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A .  I ' d  s ay  a combination of extreme h a t r e d ,  
d i s l i k e ,  d i s t r u s t ,  and a l i t t l e  b i t  of sympathy and 
p i t y .  Very l i t t l e .  

Q W e l l ,  I guess  t h e  r e a l  purpose i n  my a s k i n g
t h i s  q u e s t i o n  i s  t o  ask your op in ion  of whether  it was 
a p reva l en t .  a t t i t u d e  i n  t h e  company, t h a t  t h e  l i f e  of  a 
Vietnamese person  w a s n ' t  worth a s  much a s  t h e  l i f e  of  
an American. 

A .  I ' d  say  t h a t ' s  very d e f i n i t e l y  t r u e .  I n  f a c t ,  
i t ' s  a b e l i e f  o f  mine. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h e r e  i s  a Vietnamese 
t h a t  I would s a c r i f i c e  a G I ,  t h a t  I worked w i t h ,  f o r .  I t ' s  
j u s t  a p e r s o n a l  o p i n i o n ,  b u t  I don ' t - - I 'm n o t  as c l o s e  t o  a 
Vietnamese, and t h e r e ' s  no way I can be a s  c l o s e  a s  I a m  t o  
a United S t a t e s  s o l d i e r ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  ones t h a t  I ' m  
o p e r a t i n g  w i t h  a t  t h e  t i m e .  

Q W e l l ,  do you t h i n k  t h a t  perhaps  some of  t h e  
men of  C h a r l i e  Company had t h e  f e e l i n g  it d i d n ' t  mean t h e  
same t h i n g  t o  k i l l  a Vietnamese a s  t o  k i l l  an American? 

A. I ' d  s a y ,  y e s .  I ' d  say  you 'd  f i n d  t h a t  i n  any 
group of s o l d i e r s  i n  Vietnam, e s p e c i a l l y  a f r o n t  l i n e  
company. Some of  them a r e  going t o  f e e l  t h a t  a South 
Vietnamese i s  a "d ink , "  and a  "d ink"  i s  a "gook," and 
a "gook" d o n ' t  make no d i f f e r e n c e .  And i t ' s  j u s t  t h e  
way t h a t  t hey  f e e l ,  you know. They could  go around 
k i l l i n g  thousands of Lherit, and ilo one would e v e r  care. 

Q W e l l ,  one r ea son  f o r  ask ing  t h i s  t y p e  o f  
q u e s t i o n  i s  t h a t  t h e r e  is  s t r o n g  evidence t h a t  t h e r e  
were a number of  i n s t a n c e s  i n  which c h i l d r e n  and b a b i e s  
were k i l l e d  by American s o l d i e r s  i n  My L a i  ( 4 )  t h a t  
morning. I t  seems a l i t t l e  d i f f i c u l t  t o  f i n d  an  
e x p l a n a t i o n  f o r  t h a t .  Perhaps  it l ies  i n  t h e  t y p e  of  
a t t i t u d e  we've j u s t  been d i s c u s s i n g .  Would you care 
t o  g i v e  us your  op in ion  on t h a t ,  Se rgean t  LACROIX? 

A. I d o n ' t  know. I t h i n k  I ' m  a f a i r l y  good 
s e r g e a n t  i n  t h e  Uni ted S t a t e s  Army, and I t h i n k  I ' m  
f a i r l y  normal a s  f a r  as American young manhood goes ,  
and I d o n ' t  r e a l l y  t h i n k  t h a t  I could d e l i b e r a t e l y  t a k e  
a s i g h t  on a 2-year-old c h i l d  and blow it away. I 
could  c a r e  less i f  t h e  c h i l d  w e r e  South Vietnamese o r  
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A.  Yes, I b e l i e v e  t h a t ' s  what he was, d r i v e r  o r  
something of t h i s  n a t u r e .  He wanted t o  go o u t  on an 
i n f a n t r y  opera t ion  once, and he went along wi th  our  platoon.  

Q Sergeant LACROIX, I show you a photograph which 
has been admitted i n t o  evidence a s  Exhib i t  P-59. D o  you 
recognize t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  i n  t h a t  photograph? 

A. No, sir.  I d o n ' t  recognize him. I c a n ' t  s e e  
h i s  f a c e ,  b u t  I can t e l l  you he would d e f i n i t e l y  n o t  be 
a member of our  company, because h e ' s  n o t  wearing a 
rucksack. He's wearing a combat f i e l d  pack. Our 
company was wearing rucksacks;  they  always have. 

Q Well, h e ' s  been i d e n t i f i e d  by wi tnesses  
as  Colonel BARKER'S d r i v e r .  

A .  There ' s  a good p o s s i b i l i t y  of  t h a t ,  s i r .  

Q- You were t e l l i n g  us about t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  of 
t h e  a t t ached  ARVN's of va r ious  types ,  Nat ional  P o l i c e ,  
Popular Forces ,  and s o  f o r t h .  Do you know whether t h e r e  
was any cons iderable  number of them a t t ached  t o  t h e  3d 
Platoon,  t h e  drag p la toon ,  t h a t  day? 

A. I d o n ' t  know the numbers t h a t  were a t t a c h e d  
anywhere, s i r ,  b u t  I would imagine t h a t ' s  where they would 
be a t t ached ,  more than l i k e l y ,  f o r  reasons of c o n t r o l  and 
o t h e r  purposes like t ha t .  

Q Get t ing  back t o  Colonel BARMER's d r i v e r ,  i t ' s  
our  understanding t h a t  he had come along f o r  t h e  day, b u t  
s tayed l a r g e l y  wi th  Captain M E D I N A ' s  command group. 

A .  I n  t h e  beginning of t h e  o p e r a t i o n ,  i n  t h e  
morning, I imagine t h a t  he d i d ,  b u t  t h a t  n i g h t  he was 
with our  p la toon i n  our--helping us make our  defens ive  
p o s i t i o n .  

Q Oh, I see--when you laagered f o r  t h e  n i g h t  with 
Bravo Company. I n  November t h e r e  were newspaper s t o r i e s  t o  
t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  some members of t h e  company, Char l i e  Company, 
going through My Lai  ( 4 )  t h a t  morning, 1 6  March 1968 ,  may 
have been under t h e  i n f l u e n c e  of marijuana. D o  you know 
anything of t h i s ?  
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A .  I wondered when you were going t o  g e t  t o  t h a t .  
I could n o t  d e f i n i t e l y  po in t  ou t  any i n d i v i d u a l  o r  group of 
i n d i v i d u a l s  who were under t h e  in f luence ,  b u t  I ' m  c e r t a i n  
t h e r e  were q u i t e  a few. Marijuana i s  probably one of t h e  
worst  th ings  going a g a i n s t  t h e  G I  r i g h t  now i n  Vietnam. 
I t ' s  r e a d i l y  a v a i i a b i e ;  you can buy a pack of t e n  of them 
down i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  f o r  a d o l l a r .  And i t ' s  used by a t  
l e a s t  50 pe rcen t  of t h e  people i n  Vietnam. Not t h e  f r o n t  
l i n e  t roops .  I th ink  they use a l i t t l e  l e s s ,  because you 
f i n d  it  has a tendency t o  slow you down, your r e a c t i o n  
time. 

And as a mat ter  of f a c t ,  one i n d i v i d u a l ,  Gus 
ROTGER, who was k i l l e d  i n  t h i s  mine i n c i d e n t ,  w e l l ,  previous 
t o  t h i s  he d i d  smoke marijuana. A s  a ma t t e r  of f a c t ,  he was 
on he ro in  i n  Hawaii, and Captain MEDINA g o t  him o f f  of it 
and accepted him back i n  t h e  company, t r i e d  t o  reform him. 
And whi le  we were i n  Vietnam he was s t i l l  up on something, 
you know, and one n i g h t  on defense per imeter ,  on a normal 
n i g h t  he came over and g o t  me up, thought we were be ing  
a t t acked  by about 15  wi ld  pink e lephan t s .  

And t h i s  i s  what, t o  me, marijuana has  a 
tendency t o  do t o  some people.  They h a l l u c i n a t e .  They 
don1t r e a l l y  understand wha t  's happening. They ' r e  slow. 
They're  r e b e l l i o u s ,  and t h e r e  were probably some people 
t h a t  were on it a t  t h a t  time. I t  does have a tendency t o  
&-. sway your f e a r s ,  I'm t o l d .  I could have used a goad 
t r a n q u i l i z e r .  I know t h a t ,  

Also,  t h e r e ' s  one i n d i v i d u a l  who was interviewed 
by t h e  p r e s s ,  and I know t h a t  he had been asked "Marijuana?" 
And he s a i d ,  "Yes, I used it, I used it when I went through 
t h e  v i l l a g e . "  And they asked him i f  it was a widespread 
t h i n g ,  ,and he s a i d ,  "Well, I imagine q u i t e  a few people do 
use i t . "  H e  s a i d ,  "Do you mean q u i t e  a few people used it 
when they  went through t h i s  v i l l a g e ? "  And he k e p t  t r y i n g  
t o  say ,  " I  c a n ' t  say f o r  everybody e l s e ,  I ' m  j u s t  t r y i n g  
t o  speak f o r  myself ."  And t h e  way t h e  p ress  blew it up--
t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  everybody involved was on marijuana. I ' m  
c e r t a i n  t h a t ' s  n o t  t r u e .  

Q Well,  I ' v e  asked almost every man I ' v e  t a lked  
t o  from Char l i e  Company t h i s  ques t ion ,  and a number of 
persons who were a t tached t o  t h e  company, no t  a c t u a l l y  
p a r t  of t h e  company. Very few have knowledge o r  p ro fess  t o  
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know anyth ing  about  t h i s .  Few b e l i e v e  t h a t  mar i juana  w a s  
any s i g n i f i c a n t  f a c t o r  t h e r e  t h a t  morning. 

A .  A s i g n i f i c a n t  f a c t o r ,  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  it w a s ,  
e i t h e r .  I t  was d e f i n i t e l y  t h e r e  someplace. I t h i n k  a l o t  
of  your  w i t n e s s e s  were probably s c a r e d ,  because- - jus t  
speaking about  mar i juana  sometimes, r i g h t  away a man s a y s ,  
"Well, he  must u s e  it i f  he  t a l k s  about it." Which is  n o t  
always t r u e ,  b u t  it has  a tendency t o  s c a r e  peop le  t o  n o t  
want t o  speak about  mar i juana .  Unfo r tuna t e ly ,  i t ' s  t h e r e ;  
t h e r e ' s  no th ing  w e  can do about  it, r e a l l y .  

Q. W e l l ,  you had a  squad of  men, of cou r se ,  and ' 

you were looking  o u t  a f t e r  them. I ' m  s u r e  you would t h i n k  
of such t h i n g s .  Would you say  t h e r e  were members of t h e  
company who r e g u l a r l y  used mar i juana  b e f o r e  go ing  i n t o  
combat? 

A .  There  were members o f  t h e  company who would 
r e g u l a r l y  use  mar i juana  b e f o r e  going t o  t h e  bathroom. They 
r e g u l a r l y  used  it, a t  a l l  t i m e s ,  any t ime  of t h e  day o r  
n i g h t .  And I t h i n k  t h a t  w a s  one of  t h e  f i r s t  t h i n g s  w e  had 
going f o r  us  p r i o r  t o  my l e a v i n g  C h a r l i e  Company, because 
i t  w a s  g e t t i n g  ex t remely  bad i n  n i g h t  d e f e n s i v e  p o s i t i o n s .  
Anybody would j u s t  come up and s tar t  smoking mar i juana ,  and 
you 'd  s m e l l  it from some p l a c e ,  and you 'd  go ove r  t h e r e ,  
and nobody had anyth ing .  And then  you'd s m e l l  it from 
ano the r  d i r ec t i . cn ,  and somebody over  t h e r e  w o ~ l db e - - i t  
was a f a i r l y  widespread t h i n g .  

Q. Would t h i s  t e n d  t o  cause  s l e e p i n g  on p o s t ?  

A.  Not s o  much s l e e p i n g  on p o s t  a s  h a l l u c i n a t i n g .  
A person  t e n d s  t o  f o r g e t  t h a t  h e ' s  a c t u a l l y  on a  guard p o s t ,  
and s t a r t s  looking  a t  t h e  stars and t h i n k i n g  about  t h i n g s  
t h a t  he  h a s  no bus ines s  t h i n k i n g  about  on a guard  p o s t .  

Q. Indu lg ing  i n  f a n t a s i e s ?  

A. Indu lg ing  i n  f a n t a s i e s ,  daydreaming, o r  n i g h t  
dreaming, and i t ' s  aot very good.. 

Q Thi s  would seem t o  m i l i t a t e  a g a i n s t  t h e  k i n d  o f  
c o n t r o l  you need over  your  men i n  combat, t h e n .  I f  you 
had men i n  your  squad,  f o r  example, and you w e r e  t r y i n g  
t o  c o n t r o l  t h e i r  movements through a  hamlet--
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A .  ( In te rpos ing)  A t  t imes it would go a g a i n s t  you, 
b u t  one of t h e  amazing th ings  about marijuana i s  t h a t  an 
i n d i v i d u a l  who i s  f l y i n g  high as  a  k i t e  can come down almost 
ins t an taneous ly  i f  need be. I t ' s  j u s t  h i s  w i l l  almost,  and 
although he s t i l l  f e e l s  h igh ,  he f e e l s  a l i t t l e  giddy and a  
l i t t l e  b i t  i n  f a n t a s y ,  he cafi s t i l l  func t ion  q u i t e  w e l l ,  
I ' v e  seen ,  j u s t  a s  an example, one of t h e  N C O ' s  i n  my 
company, a t  p r e s e n t ,  who was r e c e n t l y  caught f o r  s a l e s  
and possess ion  of n a r c o t i c s .  H e  can s i t  t h e r e  and walk 
i n t o  t h e  C O ' s  o f f i c e  with a  s t r a i g h t  f a c e  and t a l k  t o  him 
l i k e  a  very i n t e l l i g e n t  i n d i v i d u a l  a l l  day long,  and he 
may have been up on anything 1 0  minutes e a r l i e r ,  almost 
anything. I t ' s  weird,  I guess you could say. 

Q. CARTER t o l d  us t h a t  he was smoking a  j o i n t  when 
a  photograph was taken by HAEBERLE, and he was being helped 
ou t  t o  t h e  dus to f f  h e l i c o p t e r .  And t h e r e  i s  a  photograph 
t h a t  we have, t h a t  shows h i m  apparen t ly  smoking a c i g a r e t t e  
and he s a i d  "No, t h a t ' s  a j o i n t . "  

A .  I t ' s  very poss ib le .  

Q - I n  your opinion,  however, was t h e  funct ioning  
of your squad t h e r e  i n  My Lai  ( 4 )  impaired by t h e  use of 
marijuana? I ' m  not  naming any i n d i v i d u a l s ,  j u s t  t r y i n g  to-- 

n 
ti. < ~ ~ + - ~ ~ ~ ~ s i ~ ~ jit ' r ; ja~ ; r r L y a r . t .  , m e v nC-Y e s f  than. - m - : - n ~Lu r r v  L L L v L  

any o t h e r  day o r  any o t h e r  opera t ion ,  b u t  yes ,  i t  was impaired 
a s  t o  t h e  c a p a b i l i t i e s  we would have i f  no one had used mari- 
j uana . 
Q. I t  reduced t h e i r  e f f e c t i v e n e s s .  

A .  I t  reduced t h e i r  e f f e c t i v e n e s s ,  b u t  it wasn ' t  t h e  
f a c t  t h a t  on p a r t i c u l a r  opera t ion  t h e i r  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  was re-
duced. I t  was an everyday th ing .  I don 't know of anybody who 
has  taken o r  d id  t ake  marijuana f o r  any p a r t i c u l a r  opera t ion ,  
because they  wanted t o  be hopped up f o r  it. I do know of 
q u i t e  a  few i n d i v i d u a l s  who would t a k e  it on a  d a i l y  b a s i s ,  
o r  an hourly b a s i s ,  o r  any o t h e r  b a s i s  they  could g e t  it. 

An i n d i v i d u a l  proposi ton.  

A. I t ' s  an i n d i v i d u a l  t h i n g  and they l i k e  t o  be h igh ,  
I guess. 
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Q- A t  t h i s  t ime were t h e  o f f i c e r s  making any p a r t i c -  
u l a r  e f f o r t . t o  c o n t r o l  t h i s  i n  t h e  company? 

A. A s  much as I f e e l  cou ld  be expec ted  from any one 
o f f i c e r  o r  group o f  o f f i c e r s .  Anyone caught  w i t h  it would be 
brought  t o  t r i a l ,  because i t ' s  a g a i n s t  t h e  Uniform Code o f  
M i l i t a r y  J u s t i c e .  I t  i s  a g a i n s t  t h e  laws of  t h e  United S t a t e s .  
And any t i m e  t h a t  t hey  could  t a k e  time t o  speak about  it they  
would denounce it, t e l l  them n o t - t o  use it. They would. But 
t h e r e  a r e  some people  t h a t  a r e  j u s t  going t o  use  i t ,  pe r iod ;  
n o t  t o o  much t h a t  you can say  t o  them t h a t ' s  going t o  m a k e  
them s t o p .  I f  you t e l l  them t h a t  i f  t hey  smoke one j o i n t  t o -
morrow t h e y ' r e  going t o  be  dead,  t h e y ' d  probably s t i l l  smoke 
it. And t h e y ' d  probably say  "Well,  i f  I smoke t h r e e  of f o u r ,  
I guess  I won ' t  b e  dead. " People  a r e  j u s t  weird  when it comes 
t o  n a r c o t i c s  and drugs .  

Q - Do you r e c a l l  whether ,  a long  about  t h i s  t ime ,  men 
o f  t h e  company were be ing  cou r t -mar t i a l ed  and punished f o r  
u s i n g  mari juana? Do you r e c a l l  any i n s t a n c e s  of  charges  being 
brought?  

A. Not d i r e c t l y ,  no. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  any charges .  
The only r e a l  people  I r e c a l l  on n a r c o t i c s  were GRUVER, who 
was l a t e r  c o u r t - m a r t i a l e d ,  I b e l i e v s ,  i n  Chu La i  when he  was 
i n  d i v i s i o n  work. And DOHERTY w a s  a r r e s t e d  f o r  s a l e s .  A 
few o t h e r  people  t h a t  had a t  one t ime been i n  t h e  company 
and l s t e r  gct i n  t r o c b l e .  

Q - Do you know any th ing  about  any o f f i c e r s  us ing  
mar i juana  i n  t h e  company? 

A. N o ,  I d o n ' t .  I guess  t h e r e ' s  always t h a t  pos- 
s i b i l i t y .  I ' m  never  t h a t  s u r e  about  anybody, b u t '  I never  
s a w  one s i t t i n g  around and smoking. 

Q- W e l l ,  I asked t h e  q u e s t i o n  p a r t l y ,  because I had 
no i n t e n t i o n  of  c o n f i n i n g  t h e  q u e s t i o n s  t o  e n l i s t e d  men. I ' v e  
touched on t h e  m a t t e r  of  t h e  a l l e g e d  p a t t e r n  of conduct i n  
C h a r l i e  Company o f  r a p i n g  women i n  Vietnamese v i l l a g e s  on 
o p e r a t i o n s .  I t  may n o t  be s t r i c t l y  a c c u r r a t e  i n  a t e c h n i c a l  
s e n s e  t o  use  t h e  t e r m  rape  wi thou t  excep t ion .  I ' m  t a l k i n g  
about  t h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  men i n  t h e  company, d u r i n g  a sea rch  
and c l e a r  o p e r a t i o n  o r  o t h e r  o p e r a t i o n s  i n  t h e  f i e l d ,  when 
they  went through a Vietnamese v i l l a g e ,  t o  have i n t e r c o u r s e  
w i t h  women they  came upon i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  We've had a 
number of w i t n e s s e s  i n d i c a t e  t o  us t h a t  C h a r l i e  Company, 
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a f t e r  it g o t  i n t o  Vietnam, began t o  engage i n  t h i s  type of 
a c t i v i t y  t o  where it was almost s tandard  procedure.  We 
asked one wi tness  i f  t h i s  s o r t  of t h i n g  occurred a f t e r  t h e  
company had gone through a v i l l a g e  o r  hamlet,  was r e s t i n g ,  
regrouping, and t h e  witness  said, " N o ,  t h i s  usual ly  took 
p lace  during t h e  sweep." With some people i n  t h e  company, 
they looked forward t o  t h i s  a s  p a r t  of t h e  opera t ion .  Would 
you c a r e  t o  comment on t h i s ?  This  i s  g o t t e n  from testimony. 

A. There a r e ,  I know, many i n s t a n c e s  i n  which g i r l s  
were, i n  a sense ,  raped, by members of Char l i e  Company. A s  
t o  whether t h e - o f f i c e r s  were p r e s e n t  o r  could c o n t r o l  them 
o r  whether even t h e  N C O ' s  were p r e s e n t  and could c o n t r o l  them, 
o r  whether it w a s  t h e  o f f i c e r s  o r  N C O 1 s  p a r t i c i p a t i n g ,  I ' m  
no t  t h a t  su re .  A s  a p la toon,  I d i d n ' t  s e e  it t h a t  much i n  
our  platoon;  very r a r e l y ,  because t h e r e  were q u i t e  a few of 
us t h a t  were very ,  I t h i n k ,  b u s i n e s s l i k e  about what we were 
doing. And r a t h e r  than t ake  the  t ime o u t  t o  f u l f i l l  our  
sexua l  needs,  a s  it might be,  most of us had t h e  thought i n  
mind t h a t  we b e t t e r  g e t  from one end of t h e  v i l l a g e  t o  t h e  
o t h e r  end of v l l l a g e .  Get it a l l  searched,  and worry about 
o t h e r  t h i n g s  when we wefe on our  own time. And you can 
spend t h e  f i v e  d o l l a r s  and go downtown, o r  t h e  t h r e e ,  de-
pending on which one you go t o .  

Q Well, a r e  you f a m i l i a r  with t h e  genera l  r e p u t a t i o n  
of t h e  1st  and 3d Platoons,  now, f o r  engaging i n  t h i s  type  of 
a c t i v i t y ,  behavior? 

A.  On rumor alone;  I ' d  never a c t u a l l y  seen them. We 
were a very unique company i n  t h a t  f a c t  t h a t  we very r a r e l y  
operated a s  a whole company whi le  s t a t i o n e d  on our  L Z 1 s ,  such 
as D o t t i e  and Uptight .  I t  would be one p la toon going o u t  and 
searching  a v i l l a g e  i n  a day, and maybe another  p la toon send-
i n g  an ambush o u t  a t  n i g h t .  And t h e  o t h e r  one g e t s  a couple 
days o f f  h e r e ,  and next  time i t ' s  us t h a t  g e t s  a few days o f f .  
When w e  d i d  go o u t  a s  an a c t u a l  company, we'd work a s  s e p a r a t e  
p la toons  i n  a company. I t  was very d i s t i n c t  t h a t  way. But 
upon rumors a lone ,  yes;  1st and 3d were doing a l o t  of it. 
Of course ,  I heard a l o t  of rumors about o t h e r  squads wi th in  
2d Platoon doing a l o t  of it. 

Q A man i n  another  squad i n  t h e  2d Platoon t o l d  us 
t h a t  when Char l i e  Company f i r s t  came i n t o  Vietnam and t h i s  ac-
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t i v i t y  s t a r t e d ,  t h a t  he  w a s  s t r o n g l y  opposed t o  it. H e  
would s t o p ,  h e  would go i n  and s t o p  men from f o r c i n g  t h e i r  
a t t e n t i o n s  on some Vietnamese g i r l  o r  woman, f o r c i b l y .  H e  
was b i g  enough t o  do it. A f t e r  a  w h i l e ,  about  f i v e  men o f  
t h e  squad o r  t h e  p l a t o o n s  v i s i t e d  him and l e t  him know i n  
no u n c e r t a i n  terms t h a t  i f  he d i d n ' t  s t o p  i n t e r f e r i n g  w i t h  
them they  w e r e  going t o  k i l l  him. Did you e v e r  h e a r  t h i s  
s t o r y ?  

A.  Not u n t i l  r i g h t  now. I h e a r d  l o t  of t h r e a t s  of 
k i l l i n g  people  i n  Vietnam, myself i nc luded  q u i t e  a few t imes .  
When you 've  g o t  t o  push peop le ,  and you 've  g o t  t o  push them 
h a r d ,  t h e y ' r e  going t o  s t a r t  h a t i n g  you. And t h a t  was p a r t  
of my job. But I d o n ' t  r e a l l y  t h i n k  anybody i n  t h e  company 
would have k i l l e d  him, o r  m e ,  o r  anyone e l s e .  

Q - H e  t o l d  us  t h a t  he was convinced,  and he  q u i t  
b o t h e r i n g  them a f t e r  t h a t .  

A .  T h e r e ' s  t h a t  p o s s i b i l i t y ,  H e  might have been 
convinced.  They might  have been d e f i n i t e l y  s e r i o u s .  I t ' s  
t h e  f i r s t  I ' v e  hea rd  of  it. I s topped men q u i t e  a few t i m e s ,  
and no one has  e v e r  approached me. Most t i m e s ,  I gues s ,  when 
I s t o p  them, I g i v e  them a r eason  o t h e r  t h a n  j u s t ,  you know, 
i t ' s  wrong. I t e l l  them "Look, we've g o t  more impor t an t  t h i n g s  
t o  do." And u s u a l l y  t h a t  t e n d s  t o  s a t i s f y  them and they  can 
s a y ,  "Well,  h e ' s  a n i c e  guy and h e ' l l  l e t  me do it l a t e r ; "  
which I won ' t  because w e ' r e  always going t o  have more impor-
t a n t  t h i n g s  t o  do ,  and I do feel  it is  wrong. 

Q. What about  t h e  a t t i t u d e  of  L i e u t e n a n t  BROOKS toward 
t h e  men of  t h e  company r a p i n g  Vietnamese women? We were t o l d  
t h a t  when h e  f i r s t  took command of  t h e  p l a t o o n  t h a t  he b o r e  
down on t h i s  p r e t t y  ha rd  and j u s t  about s topped it, b u t  a f t e r  
a wh i l e  he  l e t  up, d i d n ' t  make any e f f o r t  t o  c o n t r o l  it. Do 
you have any o p i n i o n  on t h i s ?  

A.  I h a t e  t o  t a l k  a g a i n s t  L i eu t enan t  BROOKS. H e ' s  
n o t  a l i v e ,  he c a n ' t  defend h imse l f .  He d i d  b e a r  down q u i t e  
ha rd  when he f i r s t  took over  on t h a t  and q u i t e  a  few o t h e r  
t h i n g s .  H e  s t r u c k  me when he  f i r s t  came i n  as a young 
second l i e u t e n a n t  who d i d n ' t  know anyth ing .  H e  was t r y i n g  
t o  push h imse l f  onto the men a little too h a r d .  W e  were 
r e a l l y  sore a t  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  w e  had l o s t  L i e u t e n a n t  SWENSON 
when he  w a s  one of  t h e  b e s t  l i eu t enan t s - - excuse  m e ,  
L i eu t enan t  JENSEN--one of  t h e  b e s t  p l a toon  l e a d e r s  any o f  
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us had eve r  seen ,  and it wasn ' t  r e a l l y  h i s  f a u l t  t h a t  a 
man had been s h o t  a c c i d e n t a l l y .  J u s t  one of those  th ings .  

Q He was r e l i e v e d  because of t h a t ?  

A. Y e s .  There was a  man a c c i d e n t a l l y  s h o t  i n  our  
p la toon,  h i t  i n  t h e  stomach, l a t e r  d ied .  And it was blamed 
on t h e  o f f i c e r  p r e s e n t ,  and a c t u a l l y  he wasn ' t  even r i g h t  
t h e r e .  I t  was j u s t  one of those  th ings .  A guy po in t ing  
a  weapon t h e  wrong way and it went o f f .  But Lieutenant  
BROOKS d i d  eventua l ly  l e t  up a l i t t l e  b i t ,  he wasn ' t  
pushing anybody q u i t e  so hard ,  and I t h i n k  it was t h a t  
t o o  many people i n  Vietnam g e t  t o  know each o t h e r  too  
w e l l .  He was, i n  a l o t  peop le ' s  eyes ,  wasn ' t  even an 
o f f i c e r  any more. H e  was j u s t  one of t h e  guys. And I 
t h i n k  t h a t  q u i t e  a few them, i f  they had been smoking 
mari juana,  would have o f fe red  h i m  a c i g a r e t t e ,  a j o i n t  
of marijuana. One of t h e  reasons I w a s  very happy when 
he was in fused  t o  another  u n i t  was because he was a good 
p la toon l eader  and I ha ted  t o  see  him go down t h e  tubes  l i k e  
t h a t .  I w a s  kind of g lad ,  myseSf, when I was in fused  t o  
another  u n i t .  

Q. I d o n ' t  t h ink  I q u i t e  understand you. I g o t  
t h e  impression you were saying he  was n o t  a good p la toon 
l eader .  

A. He was a  very good p la toon l e a d e r ,  b u t  he had a  l o t  
t o  l e a r n  when he f i r s t  came t o  it. He c o u l d n ' t  read a  map. 
He was h o r r i b l e  wi th  a  map. He had us l o s t  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  
we went anywhere. But when he even tua l ly  l ea rned  how t o  
run t h e  p la toon he ran  it r e a l  good f o r  a  whi le .  Then he 
s t a r t e d  going downhill again.  He s t a r t e d  l e t t i n g  up too  
much. I guess I ' m  o l d  fashioned,  b u t  I ' v e  always be l ieved 
an o f f i c e r  should be an o f f i c e r  and should be hard.  I 
b e l i e v e  i n  t h e  o l d  Amy way, the  noncommissioned o f f i c e r ,  
t h e  NCO walks up and he h i t s  a  p r i v a t e  up s i d e  t h e  head, 
and he  l e a r n s  something. T h a t ' s  t h e  only way you can teach  
him. And today ' s  Army, say t h e  wrong t h i n g  t o  him, he has 
you thrown i n  j a i l .  

Q. Why do you suppose Lieutenant  BROOKS l e t  up? 

A. I d o n ' t  know. You would have had t o  ask him t h a t .  

(LACROIX) 4 7  APP T-207 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 




FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

a .  W e l l ,  the witness  who t o l d  us about h i s  l e t t i n g  
up on the  m a t t e r  of rape d i d n ' t  know. He d i d n ' t  know why, 
b u t  he  no t i ced  it. 

A * .  I no t i ced  i t  myself. I c o u l d n ' t  e x p l a i n  why.
He a l s o  l e t  up on mari juana,  which he cracked down on t o  
begin with .. Whether it was because he was j u s t  g e t t i n g  
too f a m i l i a r  w i t h  t h e  men o r  maybe h i s  f e e l i n g s  changed 
a f t e r  a whi l e ,  I d o n ' t  know. But when he was in fused  he 
was s e n t  t o  A/1/52, and when I was infused  I was pu t  i n  
C/1/52, and I saw q u i t e  a l o t  of Lieutenant  BROOKS, and 
he was back t o  h i s  o l d  s e l f  again and, r e a l l y ,  from what 
even the  men say ,  he was t h e  most outs tanding  p la toon 
l e a d e r  they had ever  seen .  

Q .  How was he k i l l e d ,  do you know? 

A .  He h i t  a mine. He had extended i n  Vietnam; i n  
f a c t  I extended t o  s t a y  w i t h  him, b u t  I d i d n ' t  have enough 
time l e f t  i n  country t o  put  t h e  paper work i n .  And then  
when I go t  back t o  t h e  S t a t e s  they t o l d  me t h e r e  was no way 
I could g e t  back t h a t  soon.' Be came home once, extended,  
and came home then.  And the.n about 6 months l a t e r  he 
extended again ,  came home f o r  a s h o r t  l eave ,  went back. 
Was back 2 weeks, and h i t  a mine, i n  l a t e  J u l y ,  I b e l i e v e .  

Q Sergeant  LACROIX, you've been very h e l p f u l  t o  us .  
You've given us a g r e a t  d e a l  of va luable  informat ion .  We 

T7-7.apprec ia te  it ~ i i e h .  looked a t  soze  of the photc-
graphs which have been admitted i n t o  evidence.  T e l l  me, i n  
looking a t  Photograph Number P-39 and P-41 ,  d i d  you n o t i c e  
anything unusual about those  two? Now these  photographs 
were supposed t o  have been taken b y  Ron HAEBERLE, a photo-
grapher .  I th ink  he was a s e r g e a n t  a t  t h a t  t ime with t h e  
PI0 detachment of t h e  11 th  Brigade. These were taken t h e  
same day, a t  o r  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  My Lai ( 4 ) .  

A. A s  I s a i d  e a r l i e r ,  whi le  going over  L i f e  Magazine 
t o  myself where t h e s e  two p i c t u r e s  d i d  occur. I a t  t h e  time 
saw something t h a t  j u s t  d i d n ' t  set  w i t h  me and I kep t  looking 
a t  i t .  And even tua l ly  f igured  out  t h a t  it was t h e  g r a s s  i n  
t h e  background. The r i c e  o n  p i c t u r e  4 1  is  green  a s  i t  should 
have been t h a t  t ime of year  wi th  t h e  r a i n s ,  and the  g r a s s  o r  
r i c e  i n  p i c t u r e  39 is brown and appears t o  be ready f o r  ha rves t .  
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J u s t  by look ing  a t  them I would say  they would have had t o  
have been t aken  a t  two d i f f e r e n t  t imes  of  t h e  y e a r ,  o r  a t  
least  w i t h i n  a few weeks s e p a r a t i o n  o f  each o t h e r .  Whether 
they  w e r e  o r  n o t  I c a n ' t  s a y ,  I ' m  n o t  t h a t  much o f  a s p e c i a l i s t  
on it, b u t  i t  appears  t h a t  way t o  me, because t h e  photographs ,  
t h e  rice i t s e l f ,  d i f f e r s  s o  much. 

Q - Thank you, no one e l s e  has  n o t i c e d  t h i s  and w e ' l l  
look i n t o  it. Sergeant  LACROIX, can you t h i n k  of  any th ing  
else t o  t e l l  us  t h a t  might h e l p  us i n  o u r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  Is 
t h e r e  any s t a t e m e n t  you' d  l i k e  t o  make t o  go on t h e  record?  
We'd be  g l a d  t o  r e c e i v e  anyth ing  you have i n  mind. 

A. No. I d o n ' t  have anything.  

Q- Should you l a t e r  r e c a l l  any th ing  t h a t  you t h i n k  
might h e l p  u s ,  o r  come a c r o s s  any le t te rs  t h a t  you wrote 
home a t  t h e  t i m e ,  f i n d  any n o t e s ,  maps, photographs ,  we'd 
a p p r e c i a t e  h e a r i n g  from you. You've been very h e l p f u l  t o  
us .and w e  than^ you. T h e  h e a r i n g  w i l l  r e c e s s .  

(The h e a r i n g  r eces sed  a t  1700 hours ,  22 January 
1970 .) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: LAMARTINA, Sa lva to re  

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 7 January 1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 1 6  MARCH 1968: Team Leader ,  3d Squad, 
2d P la toon ,  C/1/20. 

1, PRIOR TRAINING I N  RULES OF LAND WARFARE. 

The w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  r e c e i v i n g  any t r a i n i n g  i n  
t h e  hand l ing  o f  p r i s o n e r s  of w a r  o r  noncombatants (pg .36) .  
He r ece ived  a copy of  ~ x h i b i tM-2, "Nine Rules"  (pg.37) 
b u t  d i d  n o t  r e c e i v e  a copy o f  E x h i b i t  M-3, "Enemy i n  
Your Hands" (pgs .  37, 38) . He d i d  r e c e i v e  a sma l l  brown 

book which had many language r e f e r e n c e s  i n  it (pg. 38 ) .
Some of  t h e  t r a i n i n g  t h a t  he i n i t i a l l y  r ece ived  was on 
boobytraps (pg. 3 8 ) .  He was t o l d  t h a t  when they  had a 
i a r g e  number of people  they  should  g a t h e r  them up and set  
them i n  one bunch. I f  they  r an  from him, t hey  were t o  
h o l l e r  "Stop" and f i r e  a warning s h o t ,  and i f  t hey  k e p t  
running ,  s h o o t  t o  wound (pg. 38)  . While i n  Hawaii, he was 
t a u g h t  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  between s e a r c h  and c l e a r ,  which meant 
you do n o t  f i r e  u n l e s s  f i r e d  upon, and s e a r c h  and d e s t r o y  
which meant "you go i n  shoo t ing"  (pg. 28 ) .  My Lai  ( 4 )  w a s  
his only search and des t roy  mission Jpg.  28) . 
2. PREOPERATIONAL PLANS AND BRIEFINGS. 

The w i t n e s s  a t t e n d e d  Captain MEDINA's b r i e f i n g  on 
15 March (pg.  3) . It was h e l d  i n  a Large mor ta r  p i t  which 
was b i g  enough t o  ho ld  t h e  e n t i r e  company (pg. 3 ) .  H e  was 
n o t  s u r e  i f  t hey  had maps o r  n o t ,  b u t  f e l t  t h a t  t hey  knew 
where they  were going  because they  had been t h e r e  b e f o r e  
(pg. 4 ) .  MEDINA t o l d  them it was a s ea rch  and d e s t r o y  
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miss ion  and t h a t  t hey  had t o  " k i l l  eve ry th ing  t h a t  
was a l i v e . "  Although he was n o t  s u r e  i f  t h o s e  were 
MEDINA'S t h i s  t h e  impress ion  t h a t  he e x a c t  words, was 
g o t  (pg. 4 )  and he f e l t  t h a t  t h e  o t h e r  men understood 
t h e  b r i e f i n g  i n  t h e  same way (pg. 5 ) . The p l a toon  l e a d e r s  
had t h e i r  own b r i e f i n g  a f t e r  t h i s  (pgs.  4 ,  6 )  . Usual ly ,  
t h e  p l a toon  l e a d e r s  would go wi th  t h e  CO t o  t h e  CP and 
then  r e t u r n  t o  b r i e f  t h e  squad l e a d e r s  who i n  t u r n  b r i e f e d  
t h e  squad (pg. 6 ) .  The p la toon  l e a d e r  t o l d  them t h e  d i r e c t i o n  
they  would be going i n  and what l i f t  they  would be on. 
He t o l d  them t o  c a r r y  a s  much ammunition a s  t hey  wanted 
a s  t hey  might be t h e r e  over  n i g h t  (pg. 6 )  . H e  t o l d  them 
t h a t  i f  t h e r e  were any c h i l d r e n  l e f t  a lone  t o  "pick them 
up and drag  them a long  w i t h  us"  (pg. 7) . The wi tnes s  
expected women t o  be i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  f o r  t h e  wives would 
b e  wi th  t h e  regiment (pg. 27) , b u t  d i d  n o t  expec t  c h i l d r e n  
t o  be t h e r e  (pg. 7 ) .  H e  thought  t h a t  h i s  squad l e a d e r ,  
Sergeant  LACROIX, rnzy have a t t ended  t h e  squad l e a d e r s ' b r i e f i n g  
(pgs. 1 0 ,  11). H e  r e c a l l s 3  a memorial s e r v i c e  be ing  he12 
f o r  WEBER on LZ D o t t i e  b u t  was n o t  s u r e  when (pq. 8 ) .  H e  
s t a t e d  t h a t  he was nore  nervous going i n t o  t h l s  o p e r a t i o n  
than  p r i o r  ones b u t  d i d  n o t  have revenge i n  mind (pgs.  9 ,  
1 0 ) .  He f e l t  t h a t  he  g o t  a long w i t h  t h e  Vietnamese i n  t h e  
v i l l a g e  n e a r  t h e  base  camp and he thought  t h a t  t hey  w e r e  
" p r e t t y  good people"  (pg.  26) . The Vietnamese i n  t h e  
P i n k v i l l e  a r e a  were VC sympathizers  and he felt t h a t  they 
were "ou t  f o r  b lood"  and f e l t  t h a t  he should  g e t  t o  them 
f i r s t  (pg. 27) . 
3 .  ASSAULT ON MY LAI. 

a .  Landing and i n i t i a l  p o s i t i o n .  

He went i n  on t h e  second l i f t ,  l and ing  approximately 
40  meters  from t h e  edge of  t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg. 11). He g o t  o u t  
o f  t h e  l e f t -hand  s i d e  o f  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  and had t o  w a i t  
f o r  it t o  t a k e  o f f  b e f o r e  he could move (pg. 11). They 
formed a pe r ime te r  around t h e  LZ and they  remained t h e r e  f o r  
about  f i v e  minutes t hen  pushed through d i r e c t l y  i n t o  t h e  
v i l l a g e  (pg. 1 2 ) .  They were supposed t o  move on l i n e  (pg.12) .  
To h i s  l e f t  was t h e  second squad under Sergeant  SCHIEL. H i s  
squad was a long  t h e  edge of t h e  v i l l a g e  and Sergeant  SCHIEL's 
was o u t  i n  t h e  r i c e  paddies  (pg. 1 3 ) .  He heard  q u i t e  a b i t  
o f  f i r i n g  a s  they  .went i n  and h i s  squad began t o  f i r e  be- 
cause  they  were t o l d  t o  (pg. 1 5 ) .  I t  g e n e r a l l y  s l acked  o f f  
and h a l f  way through they  were t o l d  t o  s t o p  f i r i n g  (pg. 1 5 ) .  
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and t h a t  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was dropped when it was found 
o u t  t h a t  they had done nothing wrong (pgs. 28, 29) .  

5. OTHER INFORMATION 

a .  H e  f e l t  t h a t  Captain MEDINA was one of  t h e  b e s t  
company commanders t h a t  he had had. MEDINA bel ieved i n  
g e t t i n g  t h e  job done. He f e l t  t h a t  MEDINA had c o n t r o l  o f  
t h e  company during t h e  pera at ion (pg. 17) . 

b. He f e l t  t h a t  Lieutenant  BROOKS was a younger 
o f f i c e r  who looked up t o  t h e  o l d e r  people. H e  f e l t  
BROOKS khew what he was doing and was good wi th  a map 
(pg* 181. 

c .  The wi tness  f e l t  t h a t  t h e  people i n  the M y  Lai  
a r e a  had been warned because he heard t h a t  l e a f l e t s  had 
been droppsa (pg. 2 3 ) .  He f e l t  t h a t  dropping l e a f l e t s  
would only t e l l  t h e  VC t c  leave (pg. 2 3 ) .  He d i d  n o t  
b e l i e v e  t h e  l e a f l e t s  were dropped (pg. 24) .  

d. There was no marijuana problem i n  Char l ie  
Company t o  h i s  knowledge. He d i d  no t  know i f  anybody was 
on marijuana when they went i n t o  My Lai ( 4 )  (pg. 29) . 
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EXHIBIT 
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did n o t  -1-"Enemy i n  Your -w i t  
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P-5 I Miscel laneous Scene 
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Scene 

Scene 

where t h e  CARTER 1 
a c t i v i t i e s  w e r e  1 

I l o c a t e d .  . I  
1 W i t  I d e n t i k i e d  I 

MARONEY and JENSEN 
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Se rgean t  

31 
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P-19 

P-24 

Miscel laneous 
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Scene 

Scene 
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W i t  i d e n t i f i e d- ,  -
wit l a e n t l r l e a  

PHU 32 

M: see 3 1 aneous Scene 

Misce l laneous  Scene w e l l .  W i t  s t a t e d  

P-56 I Miscel laneous Scene 

w e l l  he threw a 
p i g  i n t o .  

W i t  i d e n t i f i e d  
WIDMER. 
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E X H I B I T S  

EXIIIRZT 
NUMBER DESCKIPT-CON NOTES-- _.-_____ -- PAGES 

I
% W i t  

P-bO Misce l laneous  Scene7:~z:~EE:~E:zSLT,PT-
LACROSS. 

P-48 Misce l laneous  Scene i d e n t i f i e d  PHU. 
---- - - .  - --.--

-- 3 3 , 3 4  
W i t  i d e n t i f i e d  

P-64- ----- Misce l laneous  Scene -- SMITH. 34-
W i t  i d e n t i f i e d  

P-66 Misce l laneous  Scene MACKEY i n  c e n t e r  
r e a r  and MURRAY on 
t h e  r i q h t .  3 4 , 3 5  
W i t  i d e n t i f i e d  

P-69 Misce l laneous  Scene "Pe t e "  who pre -  
v i o u s l y  s h o t  h i s  
f i n g e r .  35 
W i t  i d e n t i f i e d  

P-126 Misce l laneous  Scene GRIMES on t h e  
r i g h t  and S M A I L  
a s  t h e  t h i r d  _man 
from t h e  r i g h t .  
The l o c a t i o n  was 

I where h e  s a w  t h e
1 n a t i o n a l  P o l i c e  

I 

X X h  prisoners. 

35,36 
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(The hear ing  reconvened a t  0850 hours ,  7 
January 19 70. ) 

COL WILSON: The h e a r i r g  w i l l  come t o  order .  

RCDR: . The fol lowing named persons a r e  p resen t :  COL 
WILSON, MAJ ZYCHOWSKI and MAJ COOP. 

The next  witness  is M r .  Sa lva to re  LAMARTINA. 

(MR LAMARTINA was c a l l e d  a s  a wi tness ,  
w a s  sworn, and t e s t i f i e d  as fol lows:)  

W i l l  you p lease  s t a t e  your f u l l  name, occupation, 
and address? 

A. Sa lva to re  LAMARTINA. I ' m  n o t  doing anything r i g h t  
now. I 'm going t o  be a s t u d e n t  a t  Southeastern College next  
month, and I l i v e  a t  1132 Herring Drive,  Arabi ,  Louisiana.  

COL WILSON: M r .  LAMARTINA, before  we proceed with any ques- 
t i o n s ,  I Id l i k e  t o  inform you of s e v e r a l  ma t t e r s .  This in-  
v e s t i g a t i o n  w a s  d i r e c t e d  j o i n t l y  by t h e  Sec re ta ry  of t h e  
Army and t h e  Chief of S t a f f ,  United S t a t e s  Army f o r  the  
purpose of determining f a c t s  and making f ind ings  and 
recamenda t ions  concerning ~'V'VTGmat ters  : 

(1) t h e  adequacy of p r i o r ,  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  and 
i n q u i r i e s  i n t o ,  and subsequent reviews and r e p o r t s  wi th in  the  
chain of  command, of what is now commonly r e f e r r e d  t o  as the 
My Lai  i n c i d e n t  of 1 6  March 1968. Previous i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  
and i n q u i r i e s  are pr imar i ly  what t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  one is  about,  and 

( 2 )  p o s s i b l e  suppression o r  withholding of in-
formation by any person who had a duty t o  r e p o r t  and t o  
f u r n i s h  information concerning t h i s  i n c i d e n t .  The second 
p a r t  i s  r e a l l y  suppression of information.  

This i n v e s t i g a t i o n  is no t  being conducted t o  
i n v e s t i g a t e  a l l  f a c t s  and circumstances of what happened 
a t  My Lai. It i s  d i r e c t e d  a t  those two s p e c i f i c  purposes 
which I have j u s t  s t a t e d .  I have made a v a i l a b l e  t o  me and 
have reviewed p r i o r  o f f i c i a l  s ta tements  obta ined  i n  o t h e r  
o f f i c i a l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  of t h e  My Lai  i n c i d e n t ,  t o  inc lude  
your CID s ta tement .  

APP T-73 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

Your testimony w i l l  be taken under oa th .  A 
verbatim t r a n s c r i p t  w i l l  be prepared. A tape recording  is 
being made i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  the  verbatim notes  now 'being taken 
by the  r e p o r t e r .  

Although t h e  genera l  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of the  r e p o r t  
w i l l  be c o n f i d e n t i a l ,  it i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  the  testimony o r  
p a r t s  of t h e  testimony may l a t e r  become a mat t e r  of pub l i c  
knowledge. Do you understand? 

A. Yes, sir.  

Q. I n  o t h e r  words, we a r e  t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  ou t  i f  any
previous i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  had been made, and, i f  they had been 
made, why d i d n ' t  they come t o  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  of t h e  proper  
a u t h o r i t i e s ,  and i f  anybody t r i e d  t o  suppress any information.  
Tha t ' s  p r imar i ly  what t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i s  about. I n  o rde r  
t o  reach these  f ind ings  o r  recommendations we have t o  know 
a s  much as  p o s s i b l e  about what occurred i n  My Lai  ( 4 )  . Since 
you were t h e r e  a number of ques t ions  w i l l  be d i r e c t e d  t o  what 
happened a t  My Lai ( 4 )  before  and s h o r t l y  a f t e r .  I ' l l  ask you 
s p e c i f i c  ques t ions  i n  order  t o  cover t h e  po in t s  and t r y  t o  move 
through i n  a  reasonable time frame. So t h e  ques t ions  w i l l  
be s p e c i f i c ,  and t h e r e  w i l l  be genera l  ques t ions  a t  f i r s t .  
La te r ,  a f t e r  I f i n i s h  with those ques t ions ,  w e ' l l  t ake  an 
a e r i a l  photograph and t r y  t o  p l o t  the a reas  of My Lai ( 4 )  
which you went through. I th ink  when you see t h e  photograph, 
and you a r e  o r i e n t e d  on it f a i r l y  w e l l ,  based on time and 
d i s t ance ,  we can f a i r l y  accura te ly  see where your squad, 
platoon,  o r  j u s t  yourse l f  moved through t h e  v i l l a g e .  

A. I was asked those  ques t ions  once be fo re  i n  Texas, 
by t h e  C I D .  

Q I know. I have your s ta tement  here .  There a r e  
some ques t ions  t h a t  I ' l l  ask you t h a t  a r e  no t  on t h i s  s t a t e -
ment, and t h e r e  may be some r e p e t i t i o n ,  bu t  we want t o  
be s u r e  t h a t  we have covered everything.  

A. I a l s o  go t  a l e t t e r  from somebody down in-- 

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  The judge , t h e  m i l i t a r y  judge? 
I f  you have been advised by t h e  m i l i t a r y  judge t h a t  you are 
no t  t o  d i scuss  this case ,  it is  no t  p e r t i n e n t  t o  t h i s  inves-
t i g a t i o n ,  because t h i s  is  an admin i s t r a t ive  body e s t a b l i s h e d  
by a  branch of t h e  U . S .  Goverment which i s  author ized  t o  
conduct t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  
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You may a l s o  be c a l l e d  by a l e g i s l a t i v e  body. There i s  a 
l e g i s l a t i v e  committee, p a r t  of a House Armed Services  Com-
m i t t e e ,  which i s  a l s o  conducting an i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  They a r e  
c a l l i n g  some of t h e  witnesses  whom we i n t e r r o g a t e .  I d o n ' t  know 
i f  you w i l l  be c a l l e d  f o r  t h a t  o r  no t ,  b u t  the  m i l i t a r y  
judge ' s  o r d e r  does n o t  a f f e c t  e i t h e r  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o r  a 
l e g i s l a t i v e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  and I ' l l  go over  t h i s  a t  the  end of 
t h e  in terv iew.  

What w a s  your assignment i n  March 1968? 

A. T h a t ' s  when I was going through My Lai  ( 4 )  . I 
was a team l e a d e r  of the  2d Platoon,  t h i r d  squad. 

Q Third squad, 2d Platoon. Which company? 

C/1/20, 11th  I n f a n t r y  Brigade. 

Q Task Force Barker? 

A. yes ,  sir. 

Q- When d i d ,you f i r s t  hear  of the  planned a s s a u l t  on 
My Lai  ( 4 ) ?  

A,  I t h i n k  it was the  day be fo re  we went on it. 

Q. D o  you remember t h e  time of day? 

A. No, s ir ,  Sometimes I th ink  i n  t h e  morning, o r  j u s t  
p a s t  noon. W e  had it up i n  t h e  mortar p i t .  

Q. - Had it up where? 

A. I n  the  mortar p i t .  

Q - Was t h a t  l a r g e  enough f o r  the  whole company? 

A. . Yes, sir.  I t ' s  a p r e t t y  b i g  mortar  p i t .  A l l  t h e  
sandbags are covered a l l  over  t h e  bunker and everything.  

Q. Was the b r i e f i n g  given while  t h e  company w a s  i n  
a c i r c u l a r  formation, o r  were they o u t  i n  f r o n t  of t h e  
b r i e f e r ?  

A. They were o u t  i n  f r o n t  of Captain MEDINA. 

APP T-73 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


Q- Captain MEDINA d i d  a l l  t he  b r i e f i n g ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir, he d id .  And the  p la toon l e a d e r s  a i d  the i r  
own b r i e f i n g  a f t e r  t h a t  t o  t h e i r  own pla toons .  

Q Now, l e t  me ask you about Captain M E D I N A ' s  
b r i e f i n g  f i r s t .  Did he use a map o r  any type  of t r a i n i n g  a i d  
t o  show what was going t o  occur? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember. I b e l i e v e  he d i d .  I th ink  we 
a l l  had maps. 

Q. Did you have a map? 

A. I d o n ' t  know if I had a map t h a t  day, b u t  I d i d  
know where we were going, because we had been t h e r e  once be- 
fore .  

Q. What d i d  Captain MEDINA t e l l  you t o  do? 

A. He t o l d  them we had a search  and des t roy  mission, 
and when w e  went through we had t o  k i l l  every th ing  t h a t  was 
a l i v e .  

Q. He s a i d  those  words? 


A- I wouldn't  know i f  those were h i s  exac t  words. 


Q. Tha t ' s  t h e  i m p r e s s i ~ n  you got?  

A. Yes, sir.  

Q Did you ever  hear  of t h a t  type of mission being 
given be£ o r e ?  

A. I wouldn ' t  know i f  he gave it o u t  t o  t h e  u n i t  
before ,  b u t  I heard it before .  

Q. Was it normal t o  c a l l  t h e  u n i t  t o g e t h e r  before  
an opera t ion  of t h i s  type? 

A, He usual ly  calls t he  u n i t  t o g e t h e r  every time we 
a r e  a t  base camp, when we a r e  a t  LZ Dot t i e .  I f  we were going 
on some s i m i l a r l y  b i g  mission, i f  it was search  and c l e a r ,  o r  
search  and des t roy ,  he c a l l e d  h i s  people t o g e t h e r  and l e t  them 
know what was going on. 
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Q - Did he ,  a t  t h a t  t ime, say which p la toon would be 
on the  r i g h t  and which platoon would be on t h e  l e f t  and! 
s o  f o r t h ?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember i f  he d i d ,  b u t  m y  p la toon l e a d e r ,  
I t h i n k ,  t o l d  us. 

Q And he s a i d  t o  des t roy  t h e  town, d i d  he? O r  d i d  
he not?  

A. Tha t ' s  a l l  he t o l d  us ,  t h a t  it was a search  and 
des t roy  mission. What confused me is t h a t  he s a i d  it was t h e  
same p lace  w e  went be fo re ,  P i n k v i l l e ,  when we were on p a t r o l  
1 day wi th  my platoon.  And across  from it, t h e r e ' s  
supposed t o  be a l i t t l e  lake .  And when we landed, it looked 
l i k e  a whole completely d i f f e r e n t  p lace .  I d i d n ' t  know i f  w e  
w e r e  i n  the  wrong p lace  o r  not .  

Q Oh, he s a i d  you were going i n t o  P i n k v i l l e ?  

A. P i n k v i l l e .  I wouldn't  even know i f  My Lai  ( 4 )  
i s  P i n k v i l l e ,  

Q We'l l  g e t  a map and photograph and go over it. 

A. I t  was My Lai ( 4 )  , I be' l ieve.  

Q Captain MEDINA s a i d  k i l l  every th ing  l i v i n g  i n  the  
town? 

A.  Tha t ' s  the  way I took it. 

Q - D o  you f e e l  t h a t  is  t h e  way o t h e r  men i n  your 
squad understood h i s  b r i e f i n g ?  

A.  Yes, sir. 

Q - What d i d  your p la toon l e a d e r  t e l l  you? You s a i d  
your p la toon l e a d e r  b r i e f e d  you a f t e r  Captain MEDINA. Was t h i s  
immediately a f t e r  Captain MEDINA b r i e f e d  you, o r  was t h e r e  a 
break? 
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A. It was more o r  l e s s  a break. 

Q. Could your platoon l eader  have gone t o  Captain 
MEDINA, could he have gone t o  h i s  bunker f o r  f u r t h e r  b r i e f i n g  

A. . I d o n ' t  know. I guess Captain MEDINA s t ayed  i n  the 
company CP . 
a - I 'm t r y i n g  t o  determine i f  t h e r e  was a time period 
between t h e  time Captain MEDINA and t h e  p la toon l eader s  br iefed 
t h e  p la toon,  Was t h e r e  a time gap i n  t h e r e ?  Do you remember? 

A, I d o n ' t  remember. I be l i eve  t h e r e  was, because 
we d i d n ' t  l eave  u n t i l  t h e  next  day. And u s u a l l y ,  when some-
t h i n g  l i k e  t h a t  breaks up, usual ly  the  p la toon l e a d e r s  go with 
the  CO t o  t h e  CP. 

This i s  t h e  usual  th ing ,  though? 

A. Usual th ing .  

Q. Did t h i s  happen before? 

A, Y e s ,  

Q Then the  company is b r i e f e d ,  and t h e  p la toon leaders 
go with t h e  CO. Then the  platoon l eader  comes back and b r i e f s  
t h e  platoon.  Is  that t he  normal sequence of events? The 
platoon l eaders  b r i e f  the  squad l e a d e r s ,  and t h e  squad leaders  
b r i e f  t h e  squads? 

A. Yes. 

Q- T h a t ' s  normal procedure. What d i d  t h e  p la toon leadel: 
say? 

A. He t o l d  us what d i r e c t i o n  we would be coming i n  
and what l i f t  we would be on. 

Q - How much ammo t o  ca r ry?  

A. No. Usually we c a r r i e d  as  much as  we wanted. H e  
t o l d  us t o  b r ing  enough s o  t h a t  w e  wouldn't  run o u t ,  we might  
be t h e r e  overnight .  

Q- Rations.  What d i d  he say about r a t i o n s ?  
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A.  W e  g o t ,  I t h i n k ,  it was t h r e e  meals. 

Q Did he say t h e r e  would be r a t i o n s  c c ~ i n gi n ?  

A. H e  d i d n ' t  say.  

Q Did he i n d i c a t e  how long you ' d  be i n  the  f i e l d ?  

A.  H e  never  e s t ima ted ,  u s u a l l y  4 o r  5 days.  I 
c a n ' t  remember i f  we  came r i g h t  back o u t  o r  no t .  

Q. Did he say  anyth ing  about t a k i n g  any p r i s o n e r s  
o r  k i l l i n g  a l l  t h e  people? 

A, W e l l ,  he d i d  say  something about i f  t h e r e  w e r e  any 
c h i l d r e n  l e f t  a lone ,  p ick  them up and drag  them along wi th  us .  

Q Did he say t h i s  i n  t h e  base o r  a f t e r  you g o t  i n  
t h e  town? 

A. W e l l ,  it had t o  be b e f o r e ,  because t h e r e  wasn 't any 
t ime t o  do any t a l k i n g  once w e  landed. 

Q 8 What d i d  you unders tand about t h e  enemy s i t u a t i o n  
byere? 

A. The way they  t a l k e d ,  t h a t  w e  were going t o  g e t  heavy 
f i r e  when w e  f i r s t  landed,  and it would be c o n s t a n t .  J u s t  push 
t h e  people  through. 

Q. What d i d  you t h i n k  was going t o  be i n  t h a t  town? 

A. I t h i n k  it was a regiment of VC o r  RVN. 

QI Did t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  c h i l d r e n  e v e r  come up? Did 
you expec t  any c h i l d r e n  and women t o  be t h e r e ?  

A. I expected women t o  be t h e r e ,  o l d e r  women, maybe 
doc to r s  and medics whom they d i d n ' t  have wi th  them. I d i d n ' t  
expec t  any c h i l d r e n  t o  be t h e r e .  

Q. Why d i d n ' t  t h e  q u e s t i o n  of c h i l d r e n  come up a t  t h i s  
b r i e f i n g ,  do you know? 
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A. Because it w a s  j u s t  more o r  l e s s  a r e g u l a r  v i l l a g e ,  
you know, we were j u s t  going along. This happened about a week 
before.  We were going on what you c a l l  a r e g u l a r  search and 
c l e a r ,  and we go t  h i t  from a c e r t a i n  v i l l a g e .  And we d i d n ' t  
know what it w a s .  And during the  process of g e t t i n g  h i t ,  you 
know, they stopped f i r i n g .  And we were down, and you'd s e e  
a couple of k ids  running back and f o r t h  i n  the  v i l l a g e .  And 
s o  we expected it was more o r  less VC sympathizers who were 
t h e r e .  But I d o n ' t  r e a l l y  know i f  t h a t  was t h e  same v i l l a g e  
we went i n t o ,  because we went i n  from a d i f f e r e n t  d i r e c t i o n .  
Because when I saw t h a t  v i l l a g e  t h e r e  was a l i t t l e  r i v e r  
c ross ing ,  a l i t t l e  br idge w e  had t o  c ross .  We had a guy 
k i l l e d  t h e r e ,  our  f i r s t  man k i l l e d .  Then, when we landed, I 
d i d n ' t  s ee  it no more. 

A. WJ3BER, yes.  

Q. Was t h e r e  ever  a memorial s e r v i c e  he ld  f o r  WEBER? 

A, I b e l i e v e  t h e r e  was. 

Q. Where? 

A. This was on LZ Dot t i e .  

Q *  When? 

A, I th ink  it w a s  i n  between the  time t h a t  he g o t  
k i l l e d  and My L a i  ( 4 ) ,  o r  it might have been a f t e r .  I d o n ' t  
remember. I th ink  it was two people who were. That ' s  j u s t  
WEBER. I don't--

Q ( In te rpos ing)  WILSON? 

A, I d o n ' t  remember. I d o n ' t  remember when we h i t  
t h a t  minef ie ld .  I d o n ' t  remember what day it was, i f  it was 
before  o r  a f t e r .  There was one, 

Q D o  you r e c a l l  1 5  March very wel l?  The b r i e f i n g  
you go t  from the  company commander, the  p la toon l e a d e r s ,  t h e  
opera t ion  you were going on on 1 6  March, and s o  on? 

A, N o ,  n o t  t h a t  we l l .  
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Q - Would you remember i f  t h e r e  was a memorial s e r v i c e  
h e l d  t h a t  day? 

A.  No, sir.  I j u s t  knew t h e r e  was one h e l d  f o r  WEBER, 
b u t  I d o n ' t  remember what day. It could have been t h a t  day, 
and r i g h t  a f t e r  t h a t  we had t h a t  meeting. 

Q How d i d  you f e e l  about t h i s  opera t ion?  Were you
keyed-up on t h i s  opera t ion  more than o t h e r s ?  Did you f e e l  
any f e a r  o r  revenge? What was your f e e l i n g ?  

A.  More o r  l e s s ,  j u s t  go through t h e r e  and do a job. 
But I c o u l d n ' t  s e e  j u s t  running around and k i l l i n g  people.  A t  
f i r s t ,  I thought t h e r e  was going t o  be a l o t  of t r o u b l e  when 
I go t  i n  t h e r e .  But, a f t e r  I got  i n  t h e r e ,  it was about 5 
o r  7 minutes a f t e r  I was i n  t h e r e ,  nobody had s h o t  a t  me, 
s o  I d i d n ' t  see any reason f o r  shoot ing a t  o t h e r  people.  

Q. I mean before  you went i n ,  say  the  n igh t  of 15 
March, how d i d  you f e e l  about t h i s  opera t ion?  Did t h i s  
appear t o  be d i f f e r e n t  from any o t h e r  opera t ion?  

A. It f e l t  l i k e  it was going t o  be one of t h e  
b i g g e s t  ones I ' v e  been through. And the  way they t a l k e d ,  he 
s t a t e d  t h a t  some people might n c t  come Sack. 

Q Did you f e e l  keyed-up over  t h i s  opera t ion?  

A.  W e  a l r eady  l o s t  one man. 

Q - I 'm t a l k i n g  about before?  

A. Before we l o s t  WEBER and a l l ?  

Q. Well, no. Before you went i n t o  the  v i l l a g e ,  before  
you went i n t o  My Lai  ( 4 ) ,  t h e r e  was no d i f f e r e n c e  i n  your mental 
a t t i t u d e  i n  my L a i  ( 4 )  than t h e r e  was i n  any o t h e r  opera t ion  
t h a t  you went i n t o ?  

A .  No, sir. I t  was j u s t  I was a l i t t l e  more nervous 
i n  that one. I was - -

(LAMARTINA) 9 APP T-73 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  No revenge i n  mind, or  anything 
l i k e  t h a t ?  

A , .  N o ,  sir. 

Q You w e r e  a f i r e  team leader .  Do you r e c a l l ,  
a f t e r  Captain MEDINA b r i e f e d ,  you probably went somewhere. 
And i t ' s  p o s s i b l e  the  platoon l e a d e r s  may have gone with 
him f o r  a b r i e f i n g .  

A. ~ t ' sposs ib le .  

Q Do you recall  i f  the  squad l e a d e r s  went with him? 

A, N o ,  they d i d n ' t .  

Q. They d i d  not?  

A. They d id  no t .  

Q Who was your squad l eader?  

A. Sergeant  LACROIX. 

Q Did Sergeant  LACROIX go back t o  h i s  bunker with 
you o r  something? 

A. Y e s .  Myself and he walked back. 

Q. You walked back, and you s tayed with LACROIX u n t i l  
t h e  p la toon l e a d e r s  came? 

A. W e l l ,  I walked back with him. I d o n ' t  know how--
the  platoon l e a d e r  goes t o  h i s  bunk, he usua l ly  sends some-
body around t o  cal l  on h i s  squad l eader s .  

Q - The p la toon l e a d e r ' s  b r i e f i n g  was given i n  t h e  
platoon l e a d e r ' s  bunker. And d i d  you a t t e n d  t h a t  b r i e f i n g ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q But LACROIX d id?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 
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Q .  And you d o n ' t  f e e l  t h a t  LACROIX went with Captain ' 
MEDINA a f t e r  he b r i e f e d  t h e  company? 

A. Well, he could have been up t h e r e  dur ing  the  time 
p r i o r  t h a t  he had the  b r i e f i n g  t o  the  time the  i n c i d e n t  
happened, because he was more o r  l e s s  a "brown nose. " He had 
t o  run up t h e r e  and g e t  h i s  po in t s .  

Q - . What about Sergeant  LACROIX? Did he g ive  t h e  squad 
a b r i e f i n g  a f t e r  he g o t  back from the  platoon l e a d e r  I s  b r i e f i n g ?  

A. I imagine he d i d ,  bu t  I d o n ' t  remember what he 
s a i d .  I b e l i e v e  he was t h e  one who t o l d  them when we h i t  t h e  
ground what d i r e c t i o n  we would be fac ing ,  where we were supposed 
t o  go i n .  He's the  one who usually--he I s  t he  one who showed 
us on t h e  map where we were loca ted .  

Q - Well, you s a i d ,  I b e l i e v e ,  i n  a previous s t a t e -
ment, t h a t  you were i n  the  second l i f t ?  

A.  Yes, I be l i eve  I w a s .  

Q. How f a r ,  a t  the  time your a i r c r a f t  landed, how f a r  
were you from t h e  edge of t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. I ' d  say about 1 0 0  f e e t ,  maybe l e s s  than t h a t .  

Q- 100 f e e t  o r  100 meters? 

A. 100 meters.  No, I would say l e s s  than  t h a t .  
. I ' d  say maybe 40 meters.  

Q 40 meters.  From which door d i d  you g e t  o u t ,  
do you r e c a l l ?  

A. I 'm s o r r y .  I d o n ' t  remember. 

Q - Did you have t o  go around t h e  a i r c r a f t  t o  g e t  t o  
t h e  v i l l a g e ,  o r  d i d  you g e t  o u t  of t h e  door and go s t r a i g h t  t o  
t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

a. I b e l i e v e  I go t  out  on t h e  le f t -hand s i d e  of the  
a i r c r a f t ,  because I b e l i e v e  I had t o  w a i t  f o r  it t o  l i f t  up 
before  I could move. 
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Q. And then t h e  members of t h a t  a i r c r a f t  
moved toward t h e  v i l l a g e ,  is  t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  O r  d id  
you move somewhere e l s e ?  

A. We s tayed i n  ,an immediate c i r c l e  u n t i l  
everybody landed. Then we moved through. 

Q But you go t  of f  a t  t h a t  landing s i t e .  
Did you move t o  a perimeter ,  o r  d id  you s t a y  r i g h t  
where you were a f t e r  you go t  o f f  the  a i r c r a f t ?  

A. We moved out  of the  way s o  the  next  l i f t  
could drop. We moved t o  make a per imeter  around 
which t h e  choppers could land. 

Q - Do you remember--possibly we can s e e  t h i s  
on t h e  photograph--but do you remember which d i r e c t i o n  
you were fac ing?  Were you fac ing  away from t h e  v i l l a g e  
o r  towards t h e  v i l l a g e ?  .. 

A. I th ink  facing--I  th ink  the  v i l l a g e  was 
t o  my l e i t ,  my l e f t  f r o n t .  

Q. When d i d  you leave  t h a t  p o s i t i o n  and move 
towards t h e  v i l l a g e .  How long were you t h e r e ?  

A. Approximately 5 minutes. 

Q And then t h e  squad moved over  towards 
the  v i l l a g e ,  o r  d i d  it go somewhere e l s e ?  

A. Then we pushed through. 

Q - You went d i r e c t l y  i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. D i r e c t l y  i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q. Was t h e r e  any bui ldup on a l i n e  of platoons 
and f i r e  teams before  moving i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. We w e r e  supposed t o  go i n  on l i n e ,  b u t  
t h a t  was a complete wreck a f t e r  we went through. 
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Q- Well, d i d  you go on l i n e  before  you moved 
o f f ?  

A .  Well, when w t  h i t  t h e  ground and made our 
per imeter ,  I guess t h a t  w a s  our  l i n e .  We j u s t  g o t  
up and moved through. 

Q. Where was your squad i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  
o t h e r  squads i n  t h e  platoon? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember. A l l  I know is  who was 
on our  l e f t ;  second squad. Sergeant  SCHIEL was i n  
charge of them. 

Q And your squad was which squad now, t h e  
t h i r d ?  

A. Third squad. 

Q. And SCHIEL was on your l e f t ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  he--I d o n ' t  know i f  he had another  
squad on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of them, b u t  I know he was 
almost o u t  of t h e  v i l l a g e  when he landed. 

Q - ile w a s .  moving along t h e  r i c e  paddies? 

A .  Yes, sir. A s  I walked, I could more o r  
l e s s - s e e  t h e  r i c e  paddies when we passed a house. 

Q - I n  o t h e r  words, as you moved along through
t h e  v i l l a g e ,  t o  your l e f t  w a s  about the edge 
of t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Yes, sir.  

Q How many bodies d i d  you s e e  i n  t h i s  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Oh, I was standing--in t h e  p o s i t i o n  I was, 
it wasn ' t  t h a t  many, because I was on t h e  edge of the  
v i l l a g e .  We more o r  l e s s  pushed through. I d o n ' t  
know i f  any of them ran  ou t .  There were q u i t e  a few 
who g o t  o u t  of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  because we a l l  ga thered  
up, say ,  about 500 meters o u t  of t h a t  v i l l a g e .  And they 
r a n  o u t  of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  a f r a i d  they 'd  g e t  k i l l e d .  
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Q. I d i d n ' t  g e t  t h a t  l a s t  remark. Ran o u t  
of the  v i l l a g e  what? 

A. They were a f r a i d  t h e y ' d  g e t  k i l l e d ,  s o  
they a l l ,  most of them, r a n  o u t  of the  v i l l a g e .  

Q - Ran toward t h e  s e a ,  towards t h e  e a s t .  Is 
t h a t  i n  the  oppos i t e  d i r e c t i o n  from which you were 
moving? Is t h a t  what you a r e  t a l k i n g  about? 

A. The oppos i te  d i r e c t i o n .  Well, they--we 
were moving up t h i s  way, they were moving t h i s  way, 
but  they went over t h i s  way a f t e r  they got  ou t .  I 
b e l i e v e  I heard t h i s .  I d i d n ' t  see it with my own 
eyes,  t h a t  a h e l i c o p t e r  came down and picked a whole 
bunch of them up. One of t h e s e  guys who w a s  p a t r o l -
l i n g ,  I b e l i e v e ,  he go t  k i l l e d .  

Q Did you move a l l  t h e  way through t h e  v i l l a g e ,  
o r  d i d  you d e v i a t e  and go o f f  t o  the nor th  a t  any t ime? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember t h e  n o r t h ,  but  I d i d  
go i n t o  another  v i l l a g e .  

Q Your p la toon moved o f f  i n  another  d i r e c t i o n ?  

A. To another  v i l l a g e .  

Q. We'll  p l o t  t h a b l a t e r .  Now, you d i d n ' t  
say how many bodies  you saw. Do you remember what 
you s a w ,  n o t  what you heard? 

A. I could say i t ' s  about 20 t o  25.  

Q 20 t o  25 .  How many people d id  you see wounded? 

A. I c o u l d n ' t  say.  

9 - When you s t a r t e d  i n t o  the  v i l l a g e ,  was 
t h e r e  a l o t  of f i r i n g  going on? 
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A. I n  t h e  beginning. But when we go t  t o  about 
halfway o r  something, scmebody s a i d  cease f i r i n g .  I 
t h i n k  it w a s  cease f i r e  before  t h a t ,  but  by the  time 
it g o t  t o  everybody it w a s  about halfway through 
t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q - You g o t  an i n s t r u c t i o n  t o  cease f i r e  about 
halfway through t h e  v i l l a g e .  Was t h e  procedure of 
reconnaissance by f i r e  used i n i t i a l l y ?  

A. I wouldn't  know. My squad, a s  w e  went 
i n ,  we s t a r t e d  f i r i n g  a s  soon a s  we went i n  because 
t h i s  was t o l d  t o  us. I d o n ' t  know i f  any o t h e r  platoons 
or squads d i d  it. 

Q. But you heard a l o t  of f i r i n g ?  

A. Q u i t e  a b i t .  I n  t h e  beginning, when we 
f i r s t  went i n ,  t h e r e  was a l o t  of f i r i n g .  But it 
gradual ly  s lacked o f f .  

Q . How about the gunships? Did you s e e  t h e  
gunships anywhere? 

A, No, sir. I th ink  they--they came i n  on 
every l i f t .  Tha t ' s  the  only time I s a w  them, s e c u r i t y  
f o r  the  h e l i c o p t e r s .  I heard and a l s o  s a w  the  body 
t h e  gunship s h o t  down, s h o t  one of t h e  enemy and 
found a weapon. I t h i n k  t h e r e  were two of them t h e r e .  
They had weapons. 

Q - Did your p la toon recover  these  weapons? 

A. Yes. I t h i n k  Lieutenant  BROOKS go t  one 
of them. 

Q - Is t h i s  when the p la toon  moved away from 
t h e  v i l l a g e ,  when these  weapons-- 

A. ( In te rpos ing)  To the  o t h e r  v i l l a g e ?  

Q. To t h e  o t h e r  v i l l a g e ,  a t  t h e  time t h e s e  
weapons were recovered? 
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A. W e  went through the  v i l l a g e  and burned 
it down, s t a r t e d  t o  burn it down. 

Q- What do you mean you s t a r t e d ?  

A. Well, my p la toon l eader  t o l d  us t o  s top .  

Q. He s a i d  s top .  Where? Where d id  he say 
s top?  

A. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  he even wanted anybody t o  
burn it, but  we went i n  with t h e  not ion  we thought  
w e  were. He s a i d  no, we were j u s t  searching and 
c lea r ing .  

Q Do you know i f  he rece ived  i n s t r u c t i o n s  
on t h i s ?  

A. I wouldn ' t  know. 

Q What about cease f i r e ?  Where d i d  you g e t
these  i n s t r u c t i o n s ?  

A. They were j u s t  h o l l e r e d  on through a l l  
t h e  o t h e r  people.  

Q Where were you a t  t h a t  time? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember. I th ink  it might have 
been by t h a t  wel l .  Somebody showed me a p i c t u r e  
once before of a body i n  a we l l .  I explained t o  them 
t h a t ,  t o  my knowledge, I never saw any body i n  t h e r e .  
I d i d  k i l l  a p ig ,  and I threw the  p ig  i n  the  we l l  
t o  make t h e  water d i r t y - s o  it wouldn't  be drunk. 
I d i d n ' t  s e e  a body i n  t h e r e  a t  t h e  t ime.  

Q Do you remember i f  you were i n  My Lai  ( 4 ) ,  
o r  were you i n  t h i s  o t h e r  v i l l a g e  when you rece ived  
i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  s t o p  and cease f i r e ?  

A. I be l i eve  it was i n  My Lai ( 4 ) .  

Q - You do? 
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A. I cou ldn ' t  say who gave t h e  word. Once 
it came ou t  from t h e  CO, then 'everybody s t a r t s  h o l l e r -
i n g  cease f i r e .  

Q When you were i n  My Lai ( 4 ) ,  d i d  you s e e  
any o f f i c e r s  from Task Force Barker, b r igade ,  o r  d i v i s i o n  
land. Did you s e e  any h e l i c o p t e r s  land? 

A. J u s t  t h e  ones I was on and the  people 
a f  t e r  me. 

Q. But n o t  a f t e r  the  a s s a u l t  s t a r t e d ?  You 
d i d n ' t  see any h e l i c o p t e r s  come i n  f o r  a  landing? 

A .  I f  t h e r e  were any high ranking o f f i c e r s ,  
they were wi th  headquarters  p la toon.  I b e l i e v e  t h e r e  
was a photographer with them, too .  

Q. Did you ever  s e e  t h e  photographer t h a t  
day ? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. What k ind  of company commander was Captain
MEDINA? 

A. The way I f e l t ?  

Q. Yes. What I'm asking f o r  i s  your opinion. 

A. I f e l t  t h a t  he was one of t h e  b e s t  I had. 

Q- P r e t t y  good o f f i c e r  a s  we l l  as company
commander? 

A. Yes, sir. He b e l i e v e s  i n  g e t t i n g  t h e  job 
done. 

Q. Do you t h i n k  he had c o n t r o l  of t h e  company 
dur ing  t h i s  opera t ion?  

A. I b e l i e v e  so.  He l e f t  it i n  the  hands 
of the platoon.  I be l i eve  he had c o n t r o l  of it. 
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Q. How about Lieutenant  BROOKS? 

A. To me, he was more o r  l e s s  a younger o f f i c e r .  
He looked up t o  o l d e r  people because he w a s  a younger 
o f f i c e r  . 
Q Did he seem t o  know what he was doing? 

A. Yes, sir. He w a s  r e a l  good with a map. 

Q. Did you s e e  any National  Po l i ce  i n  t h a t  
town a t  any time t h a t  day? 

A. I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  so .  

M A J  ZYCHOWSKI:  When you went through this o t h e r  v i l l a g e  
here ,  d i d  a squad go, two squads,  o r  the  e n t i r e  p la toon 
go through the  v i l l a g e  w i t h  Lieutenant  BROOKS? 

A. I t  was t h e  e n t i r e  p la toon.  

Q. E n t i r e  p la toon.  Now, t h i s  was en r o u t e  
t o  t h e  v i l l a g e .  Is t h i s  where you a l s o  saw t h e  two 
VC who were k i l l e d ?  

A. It w a s  1- ly i i t  wiiei i  we cane on kile o-ther 
s i d e  of t h e  v i l l a g e .  I came o u t  on the  o t h e r  s i d e  
of the  v i l l a g e  here .  

Q. When you say v i l l a g e ,  ' now, is  t h i s  My
Lai  ( 4 ) ?  

A. I be l i eve  My Lai  ( 4 )  . The one we a s s a u l t e d  
through. 

Q When you g o t  t o  t h i s  o t h e r  v i l l a g e ,  d i d  
you n o t i c e  any bodies  l y i n g  t h e r e ?  Did you s e e  any 
dead bodies? 

A. I t h i n k  t h e r e  were a couple dead bodies.  

Q. When you were t h e r e ,  w a s  t h e r e  any shoot ing
before you went i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  
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A. I d o n ' t  remember i f  t h e r e  was shoot ing  
be fo re  o r  a f t e r .  I knovi t h e r e  were some dead bodies .  

Q Is t h i s  where Lieutenant  BROOKS, or  some-
one e l s e ,  t o l d  you t o  s t o p  t h e  shoot ing o r  the  burn-
ing? I n  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  here?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

COL WILSON: What d i d  he say,  "s top  t h e  shoot ing ,  " o r  
"s top  t h e  burning ' I ?  

A. H e  s a i d ,  he passed it down: "Don't burn 
any hootches down, We're j u s t  checking t h i s  v i l l a g e  
out .  I J  

Q What happened t h a t  a f te rnoon,  do you remember? 

A. N o ,  sir. Like I say,  I d o n ' t  remember 
i f  w e  came i n  o r  not .  There a r e  d i f f e r e n t  p o r t i o n s  
of t imes I w a s  over  t h e r e  t h a t  seem l i k e  it was--it 
d i d  happen t h e  same time. I don' t remember, I remember 
something about being on a beach, b u t  I d o n ' t  know 
i f  t h a t  happened a t  t h a t  i n s t a n c e  o r  sone oLLher time. 
When we went on t h e  beach, l i k e  he s a i d ,  those c i v i l i a n  
p o l i c e ,  I .remember see ing  some c i v i l i a n  p o l i c e  t h e r e .  
I t  was r i g h t  along t h e  beach. I d o n ' t  know i f  t h a t  
w a s  it. One n i g h t  before  t h a t ,  we ended up i n  a grave-
yard. I don ' t  remember i f  t h a t ' s  the  same i n s t a n c e .  

COL WILSON: W e  w i l l  t ake  about a 5 minute break.  
The hear ing  w i l l  r ecess .  

(The hear ing  recessed  a t  0925 hours ,  7 January 
1970.) 

(The hear ing  reconvened a t  0930 hours ,  
7 January 1 97 0, ) 

COL WILSON: The hear ing  w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  

RCDR: A l l  persons p r e s e n t  when t h e  hearing recessed 
a r e  again p resen t .  
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COL WILSON: Now, on t h e  af te rnoon of 16 March, you 
d o n ' t  r e c a l l  exac t ly  what took p lace .  Do you r e c a l l  
where you s tayed t h a t  n i g h t ,  or .what  happened? 

A. No, s i r ,  I don ' t .  

Q. Did you see anything unusual a f t e r  you l e f t  
t h a t  second v i l l a g e ,  before  you went i n t o  bivouac 
o r  laagered? 

A .  No, sir. I d o n ' t  remember. I t h i n k  we 
went on another  mission. I t  w a s  a t  LZ Black, r i g h t  
below an ARVN base camp. I d o n ' t  remember i f  it was, 
bu t  the  funny t h i n g ,  I t h i n k  it was--because t h e  
b igges t  combat a s s a u l t  we ever  had was the  one when 
we went t o  LZ Black. And I th ink  it was r i g h t  a f t e r  
LZ Dot t ie .  

Q- W e l l ,  I ' m  s t i l l  t a l k i n g  about t h e  t i m e  frame 
of 1 6  and 17 March, during t h a t  per iod? 

A. I don!t r e c a l l  where we were dur ing  t h a t  
per iod.  

Q You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  17 t o  18 March? Did you 
hear  anything about k i l l i n g s  o r  unnecessary k i l l i n g s  
over a t  Co Lay ( 2 )  over  on t h e  c o a s t ,  near  where you 
were opera t ing  dur ing  t h i s  same time? 

A. No, sir. What j u s t  came t o  my mind, I b e l i e v e  
i n s t e a d  of going t o  LZ Black we d i d  come back t o  Dot t i e .  
Because t h e r e  w a s  supposed t o  be some kind of i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
on what w e  d id .  And  as I t o l d  you, t h i s  p i l o t ,  t h i s  
warrant  o f f i c e x ,  who came down and picked up these  
people--

Q . ( In te rpos ing)  Yes ? 

A. He--I t h i n k  he w a s  f i l i n g  a complaint.  T h i s  
i s  what I heard about it, and they pu l l ed  us back t o  
LZ Dot t ie .  We s t ayed  t h e r e  f o r  about 8 o r  9 
days,  you know, and nothing e l s e  was s a i d  about it. 
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They l e t  us go back o u t  i n  t h e  f i e l d .  Somebody s a i d  
t h a t  w e  g o t  some k ind  oE l e t t e r  o r  recommendation 
from General  WESTMORELAND, t h a t  w e  d i d  a good job. 
I d o n ' t  know i f  t h a t  was j u s t  b r ing ing  our  morale 
back up o r  something. 

Q W e l l ,  l e t ' s  pursue t h i s  a l i t t l e  b i t .  You 
.came back t o  D o t t i e .  Did you s t a y  a t  Do t t i e  f o r  any 
unusual pe r iod  of t i m e ,  l onge r  than  you would normally 
s t a y  a t  D o t t i e ?  

A. No, we u sua l ly  s t a y  a week. 

Q You usua l ly  s t a y e d  a  week. W e l l ,  d i d  you 
s t a y  a week t h i s  t ime? 

A. I b e l i e v e  it w a s  a l i t t l e  ove r  a week. 
That was t h e  b e s t  p a r t  about  working with  t h i s  t a s k  
fo rce .  W e  might go o u t  f o r  4 days,  and then  come 
i n  f o r  a week. T h a t ' s  something we d o n ' t  u sua l ly  do. 

Q. That  w a s  a l i t t l e  unusual then .  You u s u a l l y  
s t ayed  o u t  l onge r  than t h a t ?  

A.  Sometimes we s t a y e d  o u t  fo; 30 days and 
came i n  f o r  2 days and went back o u t  aga in .  T h a t ' s  
why I l i k e d  t h e  guy we had over  us .  I d o n ' t  remember 
h i s  name. H e  g o t  k i l l e d .  

Q - Do you remember t h e  name Task Force Barker? 

A. T h a t ' s  r i g h t ,  Colonel BARKER. I t  s t a r t e d  
a l o t  of t r o u b l e  t h a t  Colonel BEERS wanted a l l  of 
t h e  p o i n t s ,  you know, and Colonel BARKER was g e t t i n g  
them. And it w a s  a b i g  r i v a l r y .  And when w e  d i d  
go back t o  Colonel BEERS, he p u t  us t o  work. 

Q- Did you eve r  s e e  Colonel BARKER o u t  i n  
t h e  f i e l d  a t  this t i m e ,  du r ing  t h i s  t i m e  frame? A t  
My Lai  ( 4 )  o r  back when you w e r e  e x t r a c t e d  o r  taken  
back t o  Do t t i e?  

A. H e  w a s  on D o t t i e  wi th  us.  
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Q But when you were brought back out  of t h e  
P i n k v i l l e  opera t ion ,  d i d  you see Colonel BARKER o r  
Colonel HENDERSON, o r  any s e n i o r  o f f i c e r s  a t  t h e  
landing  zone when you came back i n ?  

A. - No, sir. 

Q- When you g o t  o f f  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r ?  

A. No, sir.  

Q . Did anybody ask you any ques t ions?  

A. No, sir. 

Q. But you .heard  t h e r e  was an i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Where d i d  you hear  t h i s ?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember. More o r  l e s s  through 
t h e  grapevine. 

Q Did you g e t  it before  you l e f t  t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  
a rea ,  o r  d i d  you g e t  it a f t e r  you go t  back t o  Task Force 
Barker? I mean a f t e r  you came back t o  LZ ~ o t t i e ,o r  
where? 

A. I t  w a s  a f t e r .  

Q When you g o t  back. So you d i d n ' t  f e e l ,  
a t  the time you were withdrawn o r  e x t r a c t e d  from t h e  
opera t ion ,  you d i d n ' t  t h ink  t h i s  was because of an 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A .  No, sir.  

Q But you thought when you got  back t o  the  
landing zone t h e r e  was something s a i d  about an i n v e s t i -
ga t ion?  

A.  NO, sir. I d i d n ' t  know u n t i l  maybe h a l f  a 
day a f t e r  we were back. 

22 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

APP T-73 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

Q. Half a day a f t e r  you were back. And what 
d i d  you th ink?  Did you th ink  t h a t  you had been nu l l ed  
o u t  because of an i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A. Yes, sir.  To my knowledge, I thought w e  
were i n  t h e  wrcng v i l l a g e .  Tha t ' s  why they p u l l e d  
us o u t .  Like t h e  CO go t  messed up on h i s  map o r  some-
th ing .  He usual ly  doesn 't, bu t  anybody can make a 
mistake. T h a t ' s  why I thought w e  were pu l l ed  back. 

Q. Why do you th ink  you were i n  t h e  wrong 
v i l l a g e ?  

A.  Because t h e  o t h e r  two times we were t h e r e ,  
t h e r e  was t h i s  l i t t l e  r i v e r  i n  f r o n t  of us .  And the  
time we landed t h e r e ,  somebody s a i d  t h a t  the  only  way 
we'd g e t  ac ross  t o  t h a t  v i l l a g e  is from t h a t  l i t t l e  
br idge  l ay ing  on the  oppos i te  s i d e  t h e r e .  And t h e r e  
was a r i v e r  on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e .  I d i d n ' t  see any 
r i v e r  when we landed. 

Q. I th ink  you mentioned e a r l i e r  t h a t  t h e  
people i n  t h i s  a r e a  had been warned. Did you say 
t h a t ?  

A. Somebody s a i d  they dropped l e a f l e t s  down 
the re .  They had been warned, t o l d  t h a t  we were coming 
i n  t h e r e .  

Q Who t o l d  you t h i s ?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember t h a t ,  e i t h e r .  

Q Where d i d  you hear  t h i s ?  Did you hear 
t h i s  before  you went i n  o r  a f t e r  you came ou t?  

A. Before. I c o u l d n ' t  understand why they 
s a i d  t h a t .  In  o t h e r  words, i f  you drop l e a f l e t s  and 
t e l l  them t h a t  w e  a r e  coming through t o  do some damage, 
they  wouldn't  hold t h e  V C ' s  t he re .  They would l eave ,  
too.  

Q Probably e i t h e r  leave  o r  r e i n f o r c e ?  
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A. Yes. They s a i d  they dropped l e a f l e t s ,  
but I d o n ' t  be l i eve  they d i d .  . . . 

Q But you d o n ' t  remember who s a i d  t h i s ?  

A. Not too  o f t e n  do you g e t  something from 
the  horse 's mouth. 

Q You d o n ' t  remember anything about Co Lay ( 2 )  
o r  of k i l l i n g s  over on the coas t?  

A. No. 

Q - Were you ever  quest ioned a t  any time by 
anyone concerning t h i s  opera t ion?  I n  an i n v e s t i g a t i v e  
capaci ty? 

Q - I mean while  you were s t i l l  i n  Vietnam? 

A. Nor I wasn ' t .  

Q Do you know i f  anyone i n  your p la toon was 
ever  quest ioned? 

A. I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  t h e r e  was, because,  l i k e  
I s a i d ,  they s a i d  they were holding us f o r  i n v e s t i -
gat ion.  Nobody s a i d  anything; they j u s t  l e t  us go. 

Q They s a i d  they were holding you f o r  i n v e s t i -
ga t ion?  

A. To i n v e s t i g a t e  what we d id .  

Q - Who s a i d  t h i s ?  

A, I could j u s t  say somebody i n  my squad, 
you know. You hear  something from somebody and pass  
it on t o  another .  

Q Where was t h i s  s a i d ?  
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A. Where Mere we? 

Q Y e s .  

A. LZ Dot t i e .  

Q- Afte r  you came ou t  of My Lai  ( 4 )  , you
thought you were s t ay ing  t h e r e  because you were going 
t o  be quest ioned by somebody f o r  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A. I d i d n ' t  t h ink  they 'd  ques t ion  us. I thought 
they 'd  j u s t  more o r  less ques t ion  o f f i c e r s .  

Q You. thought t h a t  t h e  u n i t  was being h e l d  
f o r  ques t ion ing ,  o r  someone i n  the  u n i t  was t o  be 
quest ioned.  Did Captain MEDINA ever  g e t  up i n  f r o n t  
of the  company and say anything about an i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  
Did he ever  g e t  up and say,  o r  d i d  anyone t e l l  you, 
n o t  t o  t a l k  about t h i s  i n c i d e n t ?  

A. While I was i n  Vietnam, no. 

Nobody t o l d  you t h i s ?  

NO, sir. 

LACROIX didn '  t say anything? 

No, sir. 

Sergeant  BUCHANON? 

No, sir. 

Lieutenant  BROOKS? 

NO, sir. 

Sergeant  HOBCHEID? 

A.  NO, sir. 
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a .  Captain MEDINA? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. L ieutenant  STORMS? 

A. No, sir. 

Q What w a s  t h e  a t t i t u d e  of the  men i n  C Company
towards the Vietnamese? 

A. J u s t  t h a t  v i l l a g e ,  o r  the  Vietnamese i n  
genera l?  

Q L e t ' s  t ake  t h e  Vietnamese i n  genera l  f i r s t .  

A. I d o n ' t  know t h e  a t t i t u d e  towards t h e  whole 
company. I can t e l l  you my a t t i t u d e .  You know I--

Q. - ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )  What's your a t t i t u d e ?  

A. I thought they were p r e t t y  good people,  
because they d i d n ' t  have anything t h a t  we had, you 
know. And t h e y ' r e  n o t  as  smart  as American people,  
because they d o n ' t  have the  equipment t o  l e a r n .  I go t  
along with the  people i n  the vi. l lage p r e t t y  good. 
I used t o  sneak o f f  base camp a l l  t h e  t i m e  and go 
downtown. 

Q What downtown? 

A. From LZ D o t t i e ,  I f o r g o t  the  name of t h e  
v i l l a g e .  It 's t h a t  l i t t l e  v i l l a g e  r i g h t  o u t s i d e  of 
Dott ie .  

Q. Do you speak French? 

A.  No, sir. 

Most people from New Orleans speak French. 

My mother speaks French. I d o n ' t .  
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Q- What was the  opinion with r e fe rence  t o  
My Lai  ( 4 ) ,  o r  P i n k v i l l e ?  

A .  What happened? 

Q- No. I mean, what was your a t t i t u d e  towards 
those people? I s a i d  f i r s t  we'd t a l k  about t h e  Vietnamese 
as a whole, and now I ' m  t a l k i n g  about the  P i n k v i l l e  a rea .  

A. Well, I thought they were ou t  f o r  blood, 
t o  g e t  us .  So I f igured ,  you know, l i k e  they say ,  
g e t  them befo re  they g e t  you. 

Q I n  othex words, you f igured  everybody i n  
t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  a r e a  was VC, VC dominated, VC sympathizers,  
o r  VC con t ro l l ed .  Would you say t h a t  these  people were 
VC sympathizers o r  VC dominated? 

A* I b e l i e v e  they were VC sympathizers.  

Q . Were you given any d e f i n i t e  information 
by t h e  company commander before  you went i n  t h e r e  
as t o  t h e  background of t h i s  a r e a ,  t h e  type of people 
who were L&exe, t h e i r  a t t i t u d e s ,  t h e i r  syfipathies? 
Was t h i s  covered i n  t h e  b r i e f i n g ?  

A. He s a i d  they were--these people--I d o n ' t  
remember i f  it w a s  the  3d Regiment, o r  something l i k e  
t h a t ,  b u t  it was i n  t h e r e .  These people were support ing 
t h e  people when they came i n .  Severa l  of them had 
wives who were l i v i n g  t h e r e ,  and t h a t ' s  why they 
came in .  

Q 0. What do you t h i n k  happened on 16 March 
a t  My L a i  ( 4 ) ?  What do you th ink  caused a l l  t h i s  
k i l l i n g ?  

A. I wouldn't  know, j u s t  search  and des t roy .  

Q You mean t h a t  term i t s e l f  caused t h e  k i l l i n g ?  

A. I th ink  so.  

(LAMARTINA) APP T-73 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

Q. You never had a mission before  t h a t  you 
were t o l d  t o  search  and des t roy?  

A. Myself and my u n i t ,  we've never been on 
any o t h e r  search  and des t roy .  

a.  Did you ever  go on one a f t e r  t h a t ?  

A .  No, sir.  Never d i d  be fo re ,  e i t h e r .  

Q Does t h e  term sea rch  and des t roy  mean this 
t o  you, o r  was it the pre l iminary  b r i e f i n g s  t h a t  were 
conducted, o r  what w a s  it that caused t h i s  enormous 
amount of f i r i n g  and k i l l i n g ?  

A .  It was t o l d  t o  us t h a t  it was sea rch  and 
destroy.  They s a i d  search  and des t roy  was n o t  l i k e  
search  and c l e a r .  Search and c l e a r ,  you d o n ' t  f i r e  
unless  you ' r e  f i r e d  upon. Search and des t roy ,  you 
go i n  shoot ing.  

Q. They s a i d  t h i s  a t  t h e  b r i e f i n g ,  o r  were 
you t r a i n e d  i n  t h i s  a t  some o t h e r  time? Were you 
t r a i n e d  somewhere e l s e  i n  t h i s ?  

A. I w a s  t r a i n e d  t o  l e a r n  t h a t  when I was 
i n  Hawaii. 

Q. You were t r a i n e d  i n  Hawaii i n  t h i s ,  t h e s e  
two d i f f e r e n t  concepts of how you opera te?  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Why do you th ink  t h i s  was n o t  repor ted?  

A. Reported? 

Q The i n c i d e n t .  

A. I t  w a s  r epor ted ,  because, l i k e  I s a i d ,  t h e  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  came r i g h t  a f t e r .  The reason I thought 
it q u i t  was t h a t  somebody got  a l l  exc i t ed  and thought 
we were doing wrong, s o  they j u s t  dropped it when they 
found ou t  we weren ' t .  

APP T-73 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

Q- So you th ink  t h e r e  was an i n v e s t i g a t i o n
conducted, b u t  t h a t  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  concluded t h a t  
t h e r e  w a s  nobody wrong? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. That w a s  your opinion? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q Do you f e e l  t h a t  most of t h e  men i n  t h e  
u n i t  f e l t  t h a t  way? 

A. The men i n  my squad, yes.  

Q. W a s  t h e r e  any marijuana problem i n  C Company? 

A. Not t o  my knowledge. 

Q- Marijuana abuse problem? W e l l ,  do you 
know i f  anybody w a s  on marijuana when you went i n t o  
My Lai  ( 4 ) ?  

A. NO, sir. 

QI Do you remember what C Company d i d ,  what 
type of opera t ions  they conducted a f t e r  My Lai  ( 4 ) ?  
Did they conduct t h e  same t h i n g  they had done be fo re ,  
o r  were they  moved t o  another  a r e a ,  o r  what? 

A. I don ' t  remember, s i r .  I t  could have been 
t h a t  w e  went t o  LZ Black then.  

MAJ ZYCHOWSKI: When you were b r i e f e d  i n i t i a l l y  on 
15 March, d i d  t h i s  a l s o  inc lude  t h e  hamlet nor th  of 
My Lai? 

A. Not t o  my knowledge. 

Q When you l e f t  t h e  hamlet of My Lai  ( 4 )  , 
what d i v e r t e d  you? Who t o l d  you t o  go up t h e r e ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know how f a r  up we went. My platoon 
leadex did say  we were moving over t o  t h i s  v i l l a g e .  
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Q - The p la toon l e a d e r  j u s t  t o l d  you you were 
going up t h e r e ?  

A. He d i d n ' t  give a reason why o r  anything. 
But the  way I looked a t  it, when he s a i d  go up t h a t  
way, I f igured  we were going t h a t  way, and another  
platoon was going t h i s  way, more o r  l e s s  spread o u t .  

COL WILSON: M r .  LAMARTINA, I ' m  going t o  g e t  a photo-
graph and a map (Exhibi t s  P-1 and MAP-4) and put  you 
through an o r i e n t a t i o n .  Then I want you t o  look a t  
some ground photographs, and w e ' l l  conduct t h e  
in terv iew from t h e r e .  

(COL WILSON and MR LAMARTINA went through 
a per iod of map o r i e n t a t i o n . )  

The f i r s t  t h i n g  w e ' l l  do i s  go through 
the  photographs. If I ask you a question--I  may s k i p  
some photographs i f  I ' v e  g o t  enough information on 
them. We' l l  t ake  ground photographs f i r s t ,  and then  
we '11 s e e  i f  we c a n ' t  f i g u r e  out  where you went through 
the  v i l l a g e .  Do you know where the  l o c a t i o n  i n  photo-
graph P-3 i s ?  

A. No, I don 't. I wasa ' t anywhere around. 
If I saw it, I pu t  it down. But I d o n ' t  have it. 

Q Who is  t h i s  i n  photo P-5? 

A. The only reason I picked t h a t  is  it looks 
something l i k e  me. No, t h a t ' s  n o t  t h e  one I thought  
t h a t  w a s  SIMONE. 

Q. You th ink  t h i s  is SIMONE? SIMONE was i n  
the  1st Platoon,  wasn ' t  he? 

A. Yes, he was. 

Q What was SIMONE doing? 

A. I wouldn ' t  even know. Looks l i k e  h e ' s  
t r y i n g  t o  p u l l  ou t  a p l a n t .  
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Q. Did you know Sergeant LOPEZ? 

A. Y e s .  H e  w a s  my squad l e a d e r  ;$nd Hawaii. 

Q. That cou ldn ' t  be Sergeant LOPEZ, could 
i t ?  

A. I d o n ' t  t h ink  so .  Sergeant LOPEZ was 
l i k e  one of the  b igges t  chickens I ever ran across  
i n  my l i f e .  

Q Photographs P-6, P-7, P-8, P-9, P-10, P-11, 
and P-12 a l l  a r e  a c t i v i t i e s  concerning CARTER. The 
main ques t ion  I would ask on these  photographs i s  
do you know where t h i s  w a s  l oca ted?  

A. N o ,  sir. That would be t o  my r i g h t ,  and 
I would be a l l  t h e  way t o  the  l e f t .  

Q. On photograph P-13, do you know where t h a t  
w a s  l oca ted?  

A. No, sir. A l l  I remember is I w a s  l y i n g  
a g a i n s t  one of those d ikes  l i k e  t h a t ,  too .  

Q. D o  you know t h e  people i n  t h i s  photograph? 

A. W e l l ,  t h a t ' s  Sergeant  MARONEY t h e r e .  And 
t h a t ' s  Lieutenant  JENSEN. 

8 .  The f i r s t  man is Lieutenant  JENSEN; the  
second man is  Sergeant  MARONEY. Who is Lieutenant  
JENSEN? 

A. I th ink  he w a s  i n  charge of the  mortar 
platoon.  

Q. Photograph P-16, what do you r e c a l l  about 
that one? 

A .  I remember pass ing  by the re .  I t h i n k  t h e r e ' s  
a road r i g h t  o f f  on a t r a i l  on t h e  s i d e  t h e r e ,  when 
I walked back through. I th ink  i t ' s  when w e  came from 
that o t h e r  v i l l a g e .  I d o n ' t  remember when, but  I d i d  

(LAMART INA) 31 APP T-73 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

pas s  through.  Most of  us  d i d n ' t  s e e  t h i s  s t u f f ,  because 
w e  d i d n ' t  burn anyth ing  down i n  t h a t  v i l l a g e .  W e  went 
through,  pushed through.  I t h i n k  it w a s  t h e  mor ta r  
p l a toon  and headqua r t e r s  t h a t  d i d  a l l  t h e  burning.  
I do r e c a l l  going through t h e  v i l l a g e  once w e  had done 
a l l  t h i s ,  and t h i s  p i c t u r e  1ooks very f a m i l i a r .  

Q. Do you know where t h a t  l o c a t i o n  i s ?  

A.. No, s ir .  Tow,ards t h e  f r o n t  of t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q P-17, do you know where t h a t  l o c a t i o n  i s ?  

A. T h a t ' s  t h e  same snapshot  of  Se rgean t  MARONEY. 

Q. Y e s .  What do you know about photo P-19? 

A, T h a t ' s  Se rgean t  PHU. 

Q. You d o n ' t  know any Vietnamese i n  t h e r e ,  
c i v i l i a n s ?  

A. No, sir.  

Q P-24, do you t h i n k  it is  you? 

A. Y e s ,  because I remember p i c k i n g  some co rn .  
And h e ' s  g o t  h i s  g e a r  set up l i k e  I c a r r i e d  mine. 

A. I d o n ' t  remember h i s  name, b u t  I know 
h e ' s  Mexican. He went t o  t h e  NCO academy r i g h t  a f t e r  
t h a t ,  sometime a f t e r  t h a t .  I t h i n k  i f  it w a s  mentioned 
I ' d  know. I could v e r i f y  it f o r  us.  

Q GRIMES? 

A. GRIMES, t h a t ' s  it, 

Q-' Was he a squad l e a d e r ?  
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A. H e  w a s  a squad l eader  a t  t h e  t i m e .  I th ink  
. he w a s  j u s t  PFC; j u s t  t h a t  nobody else wanted t o  be 

i n  charge. H e  was o u t  t o  make some rank. 

Q H e  looks l i k e  a b i g  man? 

A. Qui te  b i g  . 
Q P-33 i s  the  same as t h e  former photo where 
the  bodies are burning. P-36 is  CARTER again ,  no 
ques t ions  on t h a t  one. P-37 i s  a man i n  a w e l l .  What 
do you know about t h a t  one? 

A. That could be t h e  w e l l  t h a t  I threw the  
p i g  i n ,  b u t  t h e r e  wasn ' t  a man i n  it when I threw the  
p ig  i n .  And the p i g  would be f l o a t i n g ,  and I d o n ' t  
see it i n  there. I d o n ' t  t h ink  you have any snapshots  
of t h e  2d Platoon. 

A. T h a t ' s  WIDMER up t h e r e .  

9 I n  t h e  back is  WIDMER. Can you t e l l  who 
t h a t  is  i n  t h e  f r o n t ?  What's he doing? 

A. It looks l i k e  h e ' s  throwing a grenade, 
i f  t h a t ' s  what it is. 

Q P-58? 

A. The only one I know is  Sergeant  PHU. 

Q. You d o n ' t  know these  t w o  men i n  the  f r o n t ?  

A. N o ,  they h a d n ' t  been i n  my platoon.  

Q - P-60? 

A. I th ink  t h a t ' s  Lieutenant  LACROSS. 

Q- You th ink  t h a t ' s  Lieutenant  LACROSS? 
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A. Could be,  o r  it could be GRIMES again.  

Q.  GRIMES, o r  Lieutenant  LACROSS. H e  w a s  
a b i g  man. 

A. I d o n ' t  remember i f  Lieutenant  LACROSS 
w a s  t h a t  big.  

Q D o  you know the l o c a t i o n  of photo P-64? 

A. No, A l l  I know i s  him, bu t  I d o n ' t  remember 
h i s  name. 

Q- The . m a n  i n  t h e  f r o n t  of the  column i s  who? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember h i s  name. 

Q - SMITH? 

A. SMITH . 
Q- Is it SMITH, Gerald SMITH? 

A, Yes, i t ' s  SMITH. I d o n ' t  know h i s  f i r s t  
name. 

Q. How about the second man? 

A. I d o n ' t  know. I th ink  it might be some-
body who is from New York o r  something. 

Q Was t h e  g rass  about t h i s  he igh t  on t h e  
landing zone when you went i n ?  

A.  I d o n ' t  remember. I d o n ' t  t h ink  it was 
t h i s  w e t .  

Q- Photo P-66, what do you know about t h a t  
photo? 

A. I know MACXEY. 
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Q- MACKEY is  t h e  man i n  the  c e n t e r  rear. 

A. And t h i s  i s  MURRAY. 

Q- MURRAY i s  on t h e  r i g h t .  

A. Tha t ' s  it, 

Q- Was MACKEY i n  your platoon? 

A, H e  switched around q u i t e  o f t e n .  They 
so r t  of j u s t  moved him around a l o t ,  

A. That  looks l i k e  t h a t  guy I t o l d  you about,  
I d o n ' t  remember h i s  name, from New York. H e  used 
t o  hang around wi th  SIMONE, and he used t o  hang around 
wi th  ROTGER u n t i l  he go t  k i l l e d .  I know h i s  f i r s t  
name is  Pete .  

Q- P-69 w a s  Pete? 

A ,  I t  describes him, I know he s h o t  h i s  f i n g e r  
when w e  f i r s t  go t  over t h e r e .  

A. GRIMES on the  r i g h t .  Tha t ' s  SMAIL. 

Q The t h i r d  man from t h e  r i g h t  is  SMAIL. 
Who i s  t h e  one on the  l e f t ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know. 

Q.- Where w a s  t h a t ?  

A.  That w a s  t h a t  l o c a t i o n  where I t o l d  you 
I remember see ing  those p o l i c e .  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  w a s  
it, 

Q- What po l i ce?  
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Q. 
M-2 i s  
"Enemy 
f r o n t  
i f  you 

I have two documents, Exh ib i t s  M-2 and M-3. 
e n t i t l e d  "Nine Rules," and M-3 i s  e n t i t l e d  
i n  Your Hands. " These a r e  f a c s i m i l e  cop'es, 

and back. Would you look a t  those and t e l l  me 
have eve r  seen those documents, M-2 and M-3? 

A. I ' v e  seen t h i s  one. 

Q Which one is  t h a t ,  M-2? 

A. M-2. I t h i n k  I was given a l i t t l e  card  l i k e  
t h i s .  

Q - With a r e d  MACV i n s i g n i a  on the  f r o n t  of i t ?  

A. Yes. I th ink  I was going t o  Vietnam. 

Q. Before you g o t  t o  Vietnam you go t  t h i s ?  

A. No, I b e l i e v e  icwas a f t e r .  

Q A f t e r  you g o t  i n t o  Vietnam. The t i t l e  of t h a t  
one is: "Nine Rules ,"  M-2. Do you remember where you go t  
t h a t  card?  Did you g e t  it r i g h t  when you ' g o t  i n  country? 
Have you s t i l l  go t  it i n  ysur ~ m l l e t ?  

A, No. I t  might have been even be fo re ,  because I 
d i d n ' t  have it too  long a f t e r  I was t h e r e .  I t  might have 
been given t o  me when I was ready t o  come over ,  because we 
went over a s  a u n i t .  I remember t h e  f i r s t  one, we were 
a l l  gues t s  here .  I th ink  they i ssued  these  cards ou t  
t h r e e  o r  f o u r  t imes when I was over t h e r e .  

Q How about M-3? Did you see  t h a t  one t h e r e ,  d i d  
you ever  g e t  that one? Look a t  t h e  f r o n t  page of M-3. I 
t h i n k  that's t h e  one t h a t  has  the  t r a n s l a t i o n s  on it, i s n ' t  i t ?  

A. Key phrases  i n  ~ n g l i s h .  

Q Yes, do you remember those?  

A. I g o t  a l i t t l e  book l i k e  t h a t ,  a white  book, 
pamphlet. 

Q But no cards? 
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A.  No, it was a brown book, a l i t t l e ,  brown, hard-
covered book. I t  had a l l  the  languages i n  it, most of t h e  
language, i n  case you wanted t o  l e a r n  it. 

Q. Did you ever  r ece ive  any t r a i n i n g  a f t e r  you g o t  
t o  Vietnam i n  methods of handl ing p r i s o n e r s  of war and 
noncombatants? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember, I know I went through some 
kind of phase on mines and--

( In te rpos ing)  Booby t r a p s ?  ' 

A. Booby t r a p s  and a l l .  That could have been in-
cluded with it. 

Q Were you ever  t o l d  what t o  do i n  a combat s i t u -  
a t i o n  when you had a l a r g e  number of people,  Vietnamese, 
around? What were t h e  r u l e s  of engagement? What were you 
t o l d  t o  do? 

A. Try t o  ga the r  them up, and l e t  them s i t  down i n  
one bunch. 

Suppose they r a n  from you? 

A. I f  it was $7 LaF ( A !  h o l l e r ,  "stop", and fire one 
s h o t  i n  t h e  a i r .  And, i f  they d i d n ' t  s top ,  shoot  them. 

Q. I n  o t h e r  words, you t o l d  them t o  stop," gave 
them a warning s h o t  i f  they d i d n ' t ,  and then f i red- -shot  
them i f  they'kept  running? 

A. shoot  t o  wound. 

Q Shoot t o  wound a f t e r  t h e  warning sho t?  

A. I was t o l d  never t o  run a f t e r  them. 

(2. Don't run a f t e r  them? 

A. They could be l ead ing  you i n t o  something, s o  I 
never d id .  

Q. Did you see  many people running i n  My L a i  (4)? 
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A. No, sir. There w e r e a  l o t  of people o u t  of t h e  
v i l l a g e  when we went through. We d i d n ' t  see anybody run. 
Most of them j u s t  staye?.  i n  the  house. 

Q M r .  LAMARTINA, do you have any f u r t h e r  s ta tements  
t o  make, any f u r t h e r  testimony? 

A. No, s i r .  

Q - We apprec ia te  your coming i n .  I ' d  l i k e  t o  ask 
t h a t  i f  you run ac ross  any documents, photographs, notebooks, 
o r  anything t h a t  might a s s i s t  us i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  when 
you g e t  home, t h a t  you drop us a l i n e  o r  g e t  t h e  telephone 
number downstairs and c a l l  us. I reques t  t h a t  you n o t  d i s -
cuss your testimony i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  wi th  o t h e r s ,  in-
c luding  o t h e r  wi tnesses  f o r  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  except  as 
you may be requ i red  s o  t o  do before  competent j u d i c i a l ,  
l e g i s l a t i v e ,  o r  admin i s t r a t ive  bodies .  I n  add i t ion ,  you 
are caut ioned t h a t ,  i f  you a r e  s u b j e c t  t o  the  o r d e r  i ssued  
by t h e  m i l i t a r y  judge i n  t h e  genera l  cour t -mar t ia l  case 
of t h e  United S t a t e s  v. Cal ley,  your appearance here  i n  no 
way changes t h e  a p p l i c a b i l i t y  of t h a t  order .  This is con-
s i d e r e d  wi th in  the  context  of t h a t  o rde r .  But whatever 
t h a t  o rde r  s t a t e s ,  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  doesn 't change it. 
Do you have ques t ions?  

A. NO, s i r .  

COL WILSON: This hear ing  i s  recessed .  
# 

(The hear ing  recessed  a t  1038 hours , 7 January 
1970.) 
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- SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: MOSS, Tommy L. 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 5 January 1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: ~ i f l e m a n ,  3d Squad, 
2d Pla toon,  C/1/20. 

1. PRIOR TRAINING I N  THE RULES OF LAND WARFARE. 

MOSS underwent BCT a t  For t  Gordon where he learned t h a t  
p r i s o n e r s  were t o  be t r e a t e d  i n  accordance wi th  the  Geneva 
Conventions (pg. 37) .  The enemy was t o  be  captured ,  i f  
p o s s i b l e ,  and turned over  t o  the  proper a u t h o r i t i e s  f o r  
i n t e r r o g a t i o n  (pg. 3 7 ) .  There were t h r e e  s t e p s  i n  t h e  
engagement o t  a r l e e i n g  enemy : (1) one shouted "Dung Lai" 
meaning "s top" ,  twice;  (2 )  i f  t h e  person d id  n o t  s t o p  one 
would shoot  over h i s  head; and (3 )  i f  he s t i l l  f a i l e d  t o  
h a l t  one f i r e d  t o  wound (pg. 38) . He received no t r a i n i n g  of  
t h i s  type with C/1/20 i n  Hawaii (pg. 3 9 ) .  However, a t  Duc 
Pho he was i n s t r u c t e d  t o  r e s p e c t  t h e  customs and t r a d i t i o n s  
o f  t h e  Vietnamese and t h e  importance of  t ak ing  p r i soners  
a l i v e  (pg. 39) .  He be l i eved  he was i s s u e d  cards  s i m i l i a r  
t o  "Nine Rules" and "The Enemy i n  Your Hands" before  
leaving Hawaii and understood he was t o  keep these  cards 
on h i s  person a t  a l l  t imes (pg. 4 0 ) .  He d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  
eve r  be ing asked t o  d e v i a t e  from t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  on t h i s  
card  (pg. 4 0 ) .  

2 .  PREOPERATIONAL PLANS AND BRIEFINGS. 

P r i o r  t o  t h e  My Lai opera t ion  t h e  company had encountered 
s n i p e r  f i r e  and enemy minef ie lds  (pgs. 4 ,  5 ) . There was a 
memorial s e r v i c e  f o r  those  k i l l e d  i n  t h e  minef ie ld  
approximately two t o  t h r e e  hours p r i o r  t o  Captain MEDINA's 
b r i e f i n g  (pg. 5 ) .  MEDINA expla ined t h a t  t h i s  opera t ion  would 
be  d i f f e r e n t  from t h e  o t h e r s  because heavy con tac t  could be  
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expected (pg. 4 ) .  H e  s a i d  t h a t  nothing, inc luding c i v i l i a n s ,  
should be l e f t  a l i v e  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  and t h a t  hootches w e r e  
t o  be burned (pgs. 5,  6). "This i s  a chance t o  g e t  back at 
the VC f o r  t h e  l i v e s  we have l o s t n  MEDINA continued (pg. 7 )  . 
To a ques t ion whether h i s  o rder  included l i t t l e  babies  and 
c h i l d r e n  MEDINA r e p l i e d  t h a t  they w e r e  as much VC a s  the 
grownups (pg. 7) . There was no separa te  platoon b r i e f i n g  
(pg. 6 ) .  General ly,  t h e  company looked upon t h e  opera t ion  
a s  an opportunity f o r  revenge (pg, 6)  . 

a. The company sweeps t h e  v i l l a g e .  

(1) Actions by second platoon.  

The company received no r e s i s t a n c e  o r  h o s t i l e  
f i r e  a s  it begannits  advance on My Lai (pg. 9) . I n  f a c t  
t h e  people ac ted  f r i e n d l y  (pgs . 9, 20) . However, the 
Americans advanced d i r e c t i n g  f i r e  a t  s p e c i f i c  t a r g e t s  
(pg. 9 ) .  ~ l t h o u g h  t h e r e  were not  very many Vietnamese k i l l e d  
u n t i l  they reached t h e  cen te r  of t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg. 22) ,  s o m e  
of  h i s  f r i e n d s  w e r e  shooting o l d  men, women and ch i ld ren  
(pgs. 8 ,  1 0 ) .  As  they advanced they burned hootches and 
destroyed l i v e s t o c k  (pgs. 8, 11). The f i r s t  i n c i d e n t  he 
r e c a l l e d  was a baby sho t  i n  tne back (pg. 8) . Vietnamese 
w e r e  grouped toge the r  and s h o t  i n  p lace  (pgs. 10,  12) . 
The l a r g e s t  group he saw k i l l e d  l i k e  t h i s  had 20 t o  25 
people i n  it (pgs. 15, i 7 )  . Some ~ m e r i c a n s  b e a t  and t 
t o r t u r e d  people (pg. 1 0 ) .  Vietnamese were h i t  with f i s t s  
and r i f l e s  and some persons were bayoneted i n  t h e  backs 
(pg. 22) .  The witness r e c a l l e d  seeing bodies under burning 
s t raw i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  cen te r  (pg. 4 3 ) .  Those who ac ted  
f r i e n d l y  were k i l l e d  along with t h e  r e s t  (pg. 22) . I n  f a c t ,  
wi th  a l l  b u t  a few of i t s  members p a r t i c i p a t i n g ,  h i s  platoon 
s h o t  j u s t  about every c i v i l i a n  they saw (pgs. 12,  23) . 
Women comprised t h e  l a r g e s t  number of  those sho t  of  t h e  L O O  
t o  150 people MOSS est imated h i s  platoon k i l l e d  (pgs. 11, 12) .  
He heard tha t  a woman was raped by a member of t h e  second 
pla toon,  b u t  he d i d  no t  a c t u a l l y  see  it (pg. 23) .  He could-_  
no t  r e c a l l  see ing a d i t c h  with bodies i n  it (pgs. 17,  1 8 ) .  

(2)  Observations made by MOSS of a c t i v i t i e s  i n  
t h e  f i r s t  platoon area .  

There was some confusion i n  the operation,and 
t h e  f i r s t  and second platoons became somewhat in termingled,  
(pg. 2 5 )  . Near t h e  cen te r  of t h e  v i l l a g e  he saw a group of 
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Vietnamese be ing  ques t ioned  by t h e  f i r s t  p la toon  (pgs. 11, 
1 2 ) .  When he r e tu rned  l a t e r  they  were dead (pgs. 11, 1 7 ) .  
The bodies  were i n  a p i l e  OF t h e  t r a i l  i n  t h e  middle o f  
t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg. 1 7 ) .  There were about  25 t o  30 o l d  men 
and women, young g i r l s  and bab ie s  i n  t h i s  p i l e  (pg. 18). 
They had been s h o t  by sma l l  arms f i r e  (pg. 1 8 ) .  

Persons MOSS observed shoot ing .  

MOSS d i d  n o t  know i f  Serqeant  LACROIX 
p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h e  shoo t ing  (pg. 27 ) .  LACROIX was 
a t t empt ing  t o  keep up wi th  t h e  squad and he was doing some 
of t h e  sea rch ing  (pgs. 10,  29) . Sergeant  BUCHANON was 
behind  t h e  p l a toon  (pg. 10). MOSS r e c a l l e d  t h a t  he ,  
BERNHARDT, and BUNNING d i d  no t  shoo t  anyone (pg. 27) .  

(4)  The p l a toon  cap tu re s  some weapons. 

About 1000 hours personnel  from t h e  p l a toon  
accompanied BROOKS i n t o  a r i c e  paddy i n  p u r s u i t  o f  VC 
who had been s p o t t e d  by a h e l i c o p t e r  (pgs .  13,  2 6 ) .  Only 
two weapons were captured:  an M-1;  and a ca rb ine  (pg. 26) . 

b. The landing  o f  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r .  

MOSS saw a  bubble type  h e l i c o p t e r  l and  i n  a  r i c e  
paddy b e i o r e  noon ipgs.  i 4 ,  1 5 ) .  He d i d  n o t  know what 
t h e  p i l o t  was doing,  b u t  someone s a i d  he was t r y i n g  t o  
s t o p  what was happening (pg. 1 5 ) .  

c .  The o r d e r  comes t o  s t o p  t h e  shoot ing .  

A t  approximately 1030 MOSS saw BROOKS pass ing  a long  
an o r d e r  t o  s t o p  f i r i n g  which BROOKS s a i d  was g iven  t o  him 
by MEDINA (pgs .  12 ,  13)  . By t h e  t ime t h i s  o r d e r  was 
r ece ived  t h e  p la toon  was on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e  
(pg. 1 4 ) .  They s e t  up a  per imeter  and had lunch (pgs.  1 3 ,  1 4 ) .  

d .  Act ions a f t e r  Leaving My Lai .  

A f t e r  l eav ing  t h e  v i l l a g e  t h e  company moved perhaps 
1500 t o  2000 meters  where a pe r ime te r  w a s  s e t  up f o r  t h e  
n i g h t .  (pg. 1 9 ) .  He saw Nat iona l  P o l i c e  i n t e r r o g a t i n g  some 
persons  whom they  l a t e r  k i l l e d  (pg.  1 9 ) .  He thought  he  saw 
BARKERduring t h e  a f te rnoon (pg. 1 8 ) . .  On t h e  17 th  MEADLO 
l o s t  h i s  f o o t  on H i l l  85 (pg. 28 ) .  The company moved almost  
due s o u t h ,  passed  through s e v e r a l  hamle ts ,  and captured  a 
nu r se  a t  t h e  mouth of  t h e  Song Tra Khuc River  (pgs. 27, 2 8 ) .  
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On the 18th they w e r e  extracted (pg. 28). 

4 .  INQUIRIES Al?!CER THE ASSAULT. 

MOSS d id  not  see  HENDERSON a t  LZ Dottie (pg. 28). 
He was t o l d  by a f r iend  t h a t  an invest igat ion was being 
conducted and no one was t o  say anything (pgs. 28, 33). 
MOSS thought t h i s  word was passed through h i s  squad leader  
(pg. 33). MEDINA addressed the  company and s a i d  he took 
respons ib i l i ty  f o r  what had happened (pg. 29) . H e  t o l d  the 
company t h a t  an invest igat ion was going on and t h a t  it would 
be b e t t e r  i f  the  company did not  discuss t he  inc iden t  among 
themselves while the  invest igat ion was continuing (pg. 29). 
Apart from t h i s  no one t o ld  MOSS t o  be q u i e t  about it 
(pg. 29).  H e  d id  not know why t h e  incident  was not  
reported,  bu t  f e l t  it connot be c l a s s i f i e d  a s  a coverup 
s ince everyone i n  the  company -knew about it (pgs. 32, 33) . 
However, the  men d id  not discuss it much, a t  l e a s t  i n  MOSS' 
squad. BERNHARDT d id  say something about wr i t ing  h i s  congress- -
man  (pg. 31).  He knew nothing about a s i m i l i a r  inc iden t  C.. 
a t  Co Lay or anywhere e l s e  (pg. 29). L: 

5. OTHER INFORMATION. CL 
&. 

a. Assessment of h i s  o f f i ce r s .  

MOSS thought MEDINA was one of the  bes t  o f f i c e r s  
t he  company had (pg. 2 0 ) .  He believed t h a t  BROOKS had 
control  of h i s  platoon on the 16th.(pg.  20).  He d id  not 
now KWOUC ipg . 19) . 

b. MOSS' opinion on the  cause of the  incident .  

Some of the  men l iked  the  Vietnamese people, b u t  
t h e i r  a t t i t u d e  changed, especial ly  towards those i n  t h e i r  
AO, as  the  campany began taking casua l t i es  (pgs. 30, 32). 
The company was j u s t  ge t t ing  even fo r  t h e  l i ve s  they had 
l o s t  in the  same area (pg. 32). 

c . Marijuana. 

He knew nothing about a s i gn i f i can t  use of 
marijuana within the  company (pg. 30) . He never heard 
about the  men of the  company going i n t o  combat under i ts  
influence (pgs. 30, 31). 
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d. Miscellaneous. 

(1) A f t e r  My Lai  t h e  company went i n t o  r i c e  
p r o t e c t i n g  opera t ions  (pg. 30) . 

( 2 )  H e  d id  n o t  know anything about a c i t a t i o n  t o  
h i s  u n i t  a f t e r  t h e  opera t ion  (pg. 34) . 

( 3 )  MOSS had n o t  spoken wi th  anyone from t h e  
newspapers (pg. 24) . 
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EXHIBIT 

NUbBER DESCRIPTION . 

M i7 MACV Card "Nine Rules" 
MACV Card "Enemy i n  Your 

M- 3 Hands " 

l ~ e r i a lPhoto of  My L a i  

P-3 Miscel laneous Scenes 

ce l l aneous  Scenes 

P-6 Miscel laneous Scenes 

P-7 
I 

P-8 Miscel laneous Scenes 

P-9 Miscel laneous Scenes 

P-10 I ~ i s c e l l a n e o u s  Scenes 
I 
Miscel laneous Scenes 

Misccl lanccus  Scezes  

Miscel laneous Scenes 

Miscel laneous Scenes 

Miscel laneous Scenes 

Miscel laneous Scenes 

Miscel laneous Scenes 

Miscel laneous Scenes 

NOTES PAGES 
h i t  had been i s s u e d  
ca rd  i n  Hawaii. 39 . 

' W i t  t hought  he  was 

i s s u e d  t h i s  ' c a r d .  40 

W i t  r ecognized  t h e  

larea .  1 8  
l ~ i ti d e n t i f i e d  1 
persons  i n  photo.  5 3  
W i t  i d e n t i f i e d  t h e  

medic CAPEZZA. 

W i t  i d e n t i f  l e  

medic named "Mex". ( 42 

W i t  i d e n t i f i e d  a' I .
' 

4 2  
l W i t  i d e n t i f i e d  p e r 3  -
sons  i n  photo.  4 3  
W i t  i d e n t i f i e d  pe r -  
sons  i n  photo.  4 3  
W i t  i d e n t i f i e d  per -  

( s o n s  i n  photo.  1 43 
l w i t  i d e n t i f i e d  p e r t  -
sons  i n  photo.  4 3  
W i t  i d e n t i f i e d  per- .  

/ sons  i n  photo.  - 4 4  
( w i t  i d e n t i f i e d  per-. 
sons  i n  photo.  4 4  
W i t  i d e n t i f i e d  per--  
sons  i n  photo.  4 4  
W i t  r e c a l l e d  see -
i n g  scene .  45 
W i t  i d e n t i t l e d  pe r , -  
sons i n  photo.  45 . 
W l t  saw group wnen 
people  were a l i v e  
and a i t e r  they  had 
been k i l l e d .  5 4  
W i t  i d e n t i f i e d  p e r  

sons  i n  photo.  
 46 
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EXHIBITS 


EXHIBIT 

P-39 


P-41 


-

-

-

-


-

P-65 


P-66 


P-67 


P-68 


Miscellaneous Scenes 


Miscellaneous Scenes 


Miscellaneous Scenes 


Miscellaneous Scenes 


Miscellaneous Scenes 


Miscellaneous Scenes 


Miscellaneous Scenes 


Miscellaneous Scenes 


Miscellaneous Scenes 


Miscellaneous Scenes 


Miscellaneous ,Scenes 


Wit thought he saw 
this scene. 5 0 
Wit identified per- 
sons in photo. 50 
Wit identified per- 
sons in photo. 5 1 
Wit identified per-. 
sons in photo. 51 
Wit did not re- 
cognize anyone in 
pkoLo. 

51 
Wit identified per 
soas in photo. 51 
Wit identified 
scene. 53 
Wit identified per 
sons in photo. 52 
Wit identlfled 
persons in photo. 52 
Wit identlfled 
persons in photo. 53 

(MOSS) SUM APP T-63 
. - - - - -

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 




FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


EXHIBITS 


EXHIBIT 
NUMBER DESCRIPTION ' NOTES PAGES 

' i t  i d e n t i f i e d  
P-69 Miscellaneous Scene ersons  i n  photo. 53 

W i t  i d e n t i f i e d  per-  
p-126 P+iscellaneous Scene sons i n  photo. 5 4 

,W i t  i d e n t i f i e d  per- 
- . Miscellaneous Scene sons i n  photo. 5 3  

~ --. 
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(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1130 h o u r s ,  5 
January 1 97 0 .  ) 

MR WEST: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR: The fo l lowing  persons  are p r e s e n t :  MR WEST, COL 
FRANKLIN, LTC PATTERSON, and MAJ COOP. 

The n e x t  w i t n e s s  i s  M r .  Tommy L.  MOSS. 

(MR MOSS was c a l l e d  a s  a w i t n e s s ,  was 
sworn, and t e s t i f i e d  as fo l lows  : )  

W i l l  you s t a t e  your  f u l l  name, occupa t ion ,  and 
r e s idence?  

A. My name is  Tommy L. MOSS. My occupa t ion  is  working 
i n  a drapery  c o r p o r a t i o n ,  and I am a  packer .  My r e s i d e n c e  
i s  380 C a r l  Avenue, Spar tanburg ,  South Ca ro l ina .  

MR WEST: M r .  MOSS, b e f o r e  w e  proceed w i t h  any q u e s t i o n s ,  I 
want t o  a d v i s e  you about  t h e  n a t u r e  of  t h i s  i n q u e s t .  

This  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was d i r e c t e d  j o i n t l y  by t h e  
S e c r e t a r y  of  t h e  Army and t h e  Chief of S t a f f ,  Unite-d States 
Army f o r  t h e  purpose of de te rmin ing  t h e  f a c t s  and making 
f i n d i n g s  and recommendations concerning:  

(1) t h e  adequacy of p r i o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  and 
i n q u i r i e s  i n t o ,  and subsequent  reviews and r e p o r t s  w i t h i n  
t h e  c h a i n  of command, o f  what i s  now commonly r e f e r r e d  t o  
as t h e  My L a i  i n c i d e n t  of 1 6  March 1 9 6 8 ,  and 

( 2 )  p o s s i b l e  suppres s ion  o r  w i thho ld ing  of 
i n fo rma t ion  by any person  who had a du ty  t o  r e p o r t  and 
f u r n i s h  in fo rma t ion  concerning t h i s  i n c i d e n t .  I n  o t h e r  
words, whether  t h e r e  has  been any coverup. 

Th i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i s  n o t  be ing  conducted t o  look 
i n t o  a l l  t h e  f a c t s  and c i rcumstances  of what happened a t  My 
L a i .  I t  i s  d i r e c t e d  t o  t h o s e  s p e c i f i c  purposes  which I ' v e  
j u s t  s t a t e d .  For  example, w e  are n o t  concerned w i t h  t h e  
c u l p a b i l i t y  of any p a r t i c u l a r  i n d i v i d u a l  who might have 
done something wrong. 

1 

We've had made a v a i l a b l e  t o  us and have reviewed 
p r i o r  o f f i c i a l  s t a t e m e n t s  o b t a i n e d  i n  o t h e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  
of t h e  My L a i  i n c i d e n t .  For  example, we have a copy of t h e  
s t a t e m e n t  which you made t o  a C I D  agen t  on 2 5  October 1 9 6 9 .  
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That  was M r .  GRAHAM, I b e l i e v e .  Do you r e c a l l  t h a t  s t a t emen t?  

A. Y e s ,  I do. 

Q Now, your  t es t imony w i l l  b e  t aken  under oa th  and 
a v e r b a t i m - t r a n s c r i p t  w i l l  be  p repared .  A t a p e  r eco rd ing  is 
be ing  made i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  ve rba t im  n o t e s  be ing  t aken  by 
t h e  r e p o r t e r .  

Although t h e  g e n e r a l  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of any r e p o r t  
t h a t  we p r e p a r e  a f t e r  t h i s  w i l l  b e  c o n f i d e n t i a l ,  it i s  p o s s i b l e  
t h a t  t h e  tes t imony o r  p a r t s  of it may l a t e r  become a m a t t e r  
of p u b l i c  knowledge. 

I r e q u e s t  t h a t  you n o t  d i s c u s s  your  tes t imony i n  
t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  w i t h  o t h e r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  o t h e r  w i t n e s s e s  
f o r  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  excep t  a s  you may be r e q u i r e d  s o  t o  
do b e f o r e  a competent j u d i c i a l ,  l e g i s l a t i v e ,  o r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  
body. 

For  example, t h e r e  i s  a s p e c i a l  subcommittee o f  
t h e  House Armed S e r v i c e s  Committee which i s  i n q u i r i n g  i n t o  
t h e  My La i  i n c i d e n t ,  and they  a r e  a sk ing  some people  t o  come 
b e f o r e  them a s  w i t n e s s e s .  So I r e q u e s t  t h a t  you n o t  d i s c u s s  
your t es t imony,  and t h i s ,  of cou r se ,  would n o t  app ly  t o  them. 
I n  a d d i t i o n ,  l e t  m e  ask you, a r e  you s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  o r d e r s  of 
t h e  m i l i t a r y  judge i n  t h e  ca se  of t h e  United S t a t e s  v. Ca l l ey?  
Have you r e c e i v e d  any l e t t e r ?  

A. Y e s ,  I have. 

& Which asked you n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  your  tes t imony? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q Fine .  I want t o  a d v i s e  you t h a t  t h i s  o r d e r  from 
t h e  m i l i t a r y  judge does n o t  apply t o  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  proceeding.  
We have d i s c u s s e d  t h a t  w i t h  him and he unde r s t ands ,  and it 
i s  h i s  r u l i n g  t h a t  t h i s  o r d e r  does n o t ,  f o r  example, ex tend  
t o  t h i s  hea r ing .  Also,  o u r  r e q u e s t  t o  you d o e s n ' t  a f f e c t  
t h a t  o r d e r  from Judge KENNEDY i n  any way. Do you have any 
q u e s t i o n s  about this p a r t  of i t ?  

A. N o .  

Q 9 M r .  MOSS, f o r  t h e  r e c o r d ,  you were a member of  
t h e  Army on 16 March 1968? 
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That  I s  c o r r e c t .  

What w a s  your  g rade?  

My grade  a t  t h a t  t ime  w a s  E-3. 

Q. And what w a s  your  duty  assignment a t  t h i s  time? 

A. My du ty  assignment was r i f l eman .  

Q What o r g a n i z a t i o n ?  

Q 9 And C h a r l i e  Company a t  t h a t  t i m e  was a t t a c h e d  t o  
Task Force Barker?  

A. Tha t  s c o r r e c t .  

Q - What p l a toon  were you i n ?  

A. I w a s  i n  t h e  2d P la toon .  

Th i rd  squad? 

A. T h i r d  squad. 

Q f  Who was your squad leader '?  

A. A t  t h a t  t ime Se rgean t  LACROIX was my squad l e a d e r .  

LACROIX? 

A. Y e s .  

Q When d i d  you f i r s t  h e a r  of t h e  planned a s s a u l t  on 
t h e  v i l l a g e  of  My La i  (4)? 

A. This  i n c i d e n t  took p l a c e  on--what day was t h a t ?  

Q - 16 March 1968. 

A. 16 March 1968.. W e  were g iven  t h e  command on t h e  
eve of  t h e  15 th  of t h e  o p e r a t i o n ,  of t h e  task--of My Lai  ( 4 ) .  

Q A r e  you speaking  o f  Colonel  HENDERSON? 

A. No, I ' m  speak ing  of  Capta in  MEDINA. 
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Q W e l l ,  I unders tand  he gave t h e  company a b r i e f i n g  
on t h a t  evening a t  LZ D o t t i e .  You were p r e s e n t ,  w e r e n ' t ' y o u ?  

A. Yes, I was. 

Q Can you t e l l  us what Captain  MEDINA t o l d  t h e  
company a t  t h a t  t ime? 

A. A t  t h a t  t ime ,Capta in  MEDINA t o l d  t h e  company 
t h a t  w e  were going o u t  on a combat o p e r a t i o n  which wasn ' t  
going t o  be l i k e  t h e  o t h e r  o p e r a t i o n s ,  because t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  
was going t o  be  a s e a r c h  and d e s t r o y .  3 

Q D i d  he s a y  a n t h i n g  about  t h e  enemy s i t u a t i o n ?  

A. H e  s a i d  t h e r e  would be  heavy c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e  
enemy. 

Q Up t o  t h i s  t ime ,  had t h e  company had any heavy 
c o n t a c t  w i th  enemy b e f o r e ?  

A. None whatsoever .  Not any heavy c o n t a c t .  We had 
s n i p e r  f i r e ,  o r  maybe they  were s h o o t i n g  r o c k e t s  o r  something 
l i k e  t h a t .  Other  t h a n  t h a t ,  we d i d n ' t  have any heavy c o n t a c t  
b e f o r e  t h a t .  

Q. Remember t h e  company g e t t i n g  i n t o  a m i n e f i e l d  
s h o r t l y  b e f o r e  t h i s ?  

A. Y e s .  I do. 

Q Could you t e l l  us about  t h a t  b r i e f l y ?  

A. Two of ou r  p l a toons  were o u t  on--we were working 
on s e p a r a t e  o p e r a t i o n s .  Two of  o u r  p l a toons  were o p e r a t i n g  
n o r t h  of my p l a t o o n ,  and my p l a toon  was o p e r a t i n g  by i t s e l f .  
We were going t o  help--I  d o n ' t  know what - - i t  was one b a t t a l i o n  
of t h e  198 t h  o r  196th.  W e  w e r e  supposed t o  be  a b lock ing  
f o r c e  f o r  them. And on t h e  way t o  s e t  up a b lock ing  f o r c e ,  
t h e  1st  and 3d P la toons  r a n  i n t o  a m i n e f i e l d ,  and l a t e r  on 
my p l a t o o n  r a n  i n t o  a m i n e f i e l d  a l s o .  

Q m  Did you s u f f e r  some c a s u a l t i e s ?  

A. C a s u a l t i e s  were heavy. 

Q- Remember how many? 
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A. I t h i n k  we had almost,  j u s t  about 13  c a s u a l t i e s .  

Q m  Anybody k i l l e d ?  

A. There was--I ? o n t t  r e c a l l .  There were t h r e e  guys, 
t h r e e  o r  f o u r  guys k i l l e d .  

Q. Do you remember a memorial s e r v i c e  being he ld  f o r  
the  company be fo re  Captain MEDINA's b r i e f i n g ?  

A. Y e s ,  we d id .  W e  had a memorial s e r v i c e  before  
t h a t .  

Q Do you remember how long it was b e f o r e  t h e  b r i e f i n g ?  

A. Maybe about--I 'd  e s t i m a t e  from 2 t o  3 hours.  

Q I t  was t h e  same af ternoon? 

A .  Yes, it was t h e  same af te rnoon.  

Q Do you remember who conducted t h e  s e r v i c e ?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember who conducted t h e  s e r v i c e .  

Q A t  t h e  b r i e f i n g ,  d i d  Captain MEDINA g ive  your
~ l z t z o nan ass ignnent?  

A. A f t e r  t h e  b r i e f i n g ?  

Q W e l l ,  dur ing t h e  b r i e f i n g ?  

A. Not a s  I can r e c a l l .  He spoke t o  t h e  company i n  
genera l .  

Q You were i n  t h e  2d Platoon? 

A. Yes, I was. 

Q. T e l l  me t h e  squad again.  Which squad? 

A. I was i n  t h e  t h i r d  squad. 

Q Did Captain MEDINA say anything about what t h e  
company should do i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. He s a i d  t h a t  t h e r e  wasn ' t  going t o  be anything 
l e f t  a l i v e  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ;  k i l l  animals ,  c i v i l i a n s  a l s o .  
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Q Had you e v e r  hea rd  any o r d e r s  l i k e  t h i s  b e f o r e ?  

A. Not t o  my knowledge. I never  h e a r d  ar@ o r d e r s  
l i k e  t h a t  be fo re .  

Q You're s u r e  h e  s a i d  t o  k i l l  t h e  people  i n  t h e  
v i l l a g e ?  . 

A. Tha t  w a s  t h e  o r d e r  g iven .  

Q Was anyth ing  s a i d  about  burn ing  hootches?  

A. Y e s ,  he  d i d .  

Q - What was t h e  mood of t h e  men i n  t h e  company a f t e r  
t h e  b r i e f i n g ?  How d i d  they  f e e l  about  i t ?  

A. W e l l ,  t o  me, as i n  my company, i t  seemed l i k e  it 
was a chance t o  g e t  revenge,  o r  something l i k e  t h a t ,  f o r  t h e  
l i v e s  we had l o s t .  

Q Do you t h i n k  t h a t  w a s  a p r e t t y  g e n e r a l  f e e l i n g  
throughout  t h e  company? 

A. To m e  it seemed t h a t  way. 

Q Would you say  t h e y  were ready f o r  a f i g h t ,  o r  
some of them were a f r a i d ,  o r  j u s t  how was i t ?  

A. . W e l l ,  t o o  many people  d i d n ' t  say  t o o  much about  
it, b u t ,  I mean, some o f .  t h e  people ,  you know, who were 
around me, you could  t e l l  t hey  we.re ready f o r  a f i g h t .  

Q W e l l ,  l e t ' s  s e e .  Your p l a t o o n  l e a d e r  w a s  L i eu t enan t  
BROOKS, I b e l i e v e .  

A. Y e s ,  i t w a s .  

Q Did he g i v e  your  p l a t o o n  a s e p a r a t e  b r i e f i n g  
a f t e rwards?  

A. O n  t h e  same a f t e rnoon?  I d o n ' t  think--not  a s  
I can r e c a l l .  

Q How about Se rgean t  COWAN, your  p l a t o o n  s e r g e a n t .  
Do you remember him? 

A. Y e s ,  I do. I don 't remember him say ing  anything.  
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COL FRANKLIN: J u s t  t a l k  a l i t t l e  b i t  more, a l i t t l e  more i n  
d e t a i l  about Captain MEDINA say ing  t o  k i l l  everbody and k i l l  
a l l  t h e  c i v i l i a n s  ; t h e  impression t h a t  had on you, how he 
s a i d  i t ,  and why you remember a l l  t h a t .  Tha t ' s  s o r t  of a 
s t r a n g e  o r d e r ,  i s n ' t  i t ?  

A. W e l l ,  t o  me a t  t h e  t i m e  i t  seemed s t r a n g e ,  b u t  I 
guess it d i d n ' t  r e a l l y  throw m e  t h a t  much, what he was doing, 
what he was . s ay ing  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  

Q • W e l l ,  how d i d  he express  t o  you--how d i d  he say
it, no t  h i s  e x a c t  words, b u t  what d i d  he say  again? Would 
you j u s t  r e p e a t  i t ?  

A .  W e l l ,  a s  he s a i d ,  what he s a i d  was--the main 
t h i n g  t h a t  I guess ,  you know, t h a t  made everybody f e e l  towards 
it was t h a t  he s a i d  a  s t a t emen t  l i k e :  "This i s  a chance t o  
g e t  back a t  t h e  VC f o r  t h e  l i v e s  t h a t  we have l o s t . "  

Q But d i d  he e v e r  j u s t  f l a t  say:  " K i l l  everybody
t h e r e .  'I O r  i s  t h a t  j u s t  t h e  impression you got?  

A.  I remember someone ask ing  him d i d  he mean t h e  
l i t t l e  b a b i e s  and t h i n g s  l i k e  t h a t .  And he s a i d  they were' 
j u s t  a s  much VC a s  t h e  grownups were. 

Q. Oh, you remember somebody ask ing  him a  ques t ion?  

A .  Y e s ,  I do. But I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  who asked it. 
Somebody d i d  ask him t h a t  ques t ion .  

Q .They asked t h e  q u e s t i o n  i f  they should k i l l - -
what was t h e  question--how was t h e  q u e s t i o n  phrased t h a t  
they  asked? 

A. I t  was--they asked him should they k i l l  t h e  l i t t l e  
bab ies  and c h i l d r e n  and t h i n g s  l i k e  t h a t .  And he s a i d  they 
w e r e  j u s t  a s  much VC a s  t h e  grownups were, t h e  o l d e r  people.  

Q e  Are you s u r e  about t h i s ,  MOSS? I mean r e a l l y ,  do 
you remember i t ?  

A .  Y e s ,  I do. 

MR WEST: On t h e  nex t  day,  M r .  MOSS, could you t e l l  us j u s t  
what you d i d  and what you saw a f t e r  you landed from t h e  
h e l i c o p t e r ,  and j u s t  what happened a f t e r  t h a t ?  You r e c a l l  on 
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t h e  morning of t h e  1 6 t h  t h a t  t h e  company was l i f t e d  i n  by 
h e l i c o p t e r ,  and they  landed i n  a rice paddy w e s t  of t h e  
l i t t l e  hamlet .  Do you recall  t h i s ?  

A. Y e s ,  I do. 

Q • Could you t e l l  us what happened a f t e r  you g o t  
o u t  of  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r ?  

A. W e l l ,  w e  g o t  o u t  of t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  and w e - - l e t ' s  
see, I c a n ' t  see what d i r e c t i o n  w e  were going. 

Q A l l  r i g h t ,  I ' l l  show you an a e r i a l  photograph of  
My L a i  ( 4 )  and a map t h a t  goes a long  wi th  it. You n o t i c e  
t h i s  a e r i a l  photograph,  E x h i b i t  P-1, i s  on a scale o f  1 inch  
e q u a l s  about  100 meters .  This  is n o r t h ,  and ove r  t h e r e  
toward t h e  e a s t  i s  t h e  China Sea. I show you a l s o  a 1:25,000 
s c a l e  map which has  been in t roduced  i n  ev idence  as E x h i b i t  
MAP-4. You n o t i c e  on t h e  map, h e r e ' s  t h e  l i t t l e  hamlet  of 
My Lai  ( 4 ) .  Here's t h e  s t r eam l i n e .  I t  shows up on t h e  
photograph he re .  You s e e  t h i s  l i t t l e  t r a i l  l e a d i n g  sou th  
from t h e  hamlet  going down t o  t h i s  Highway 521. T h a t ' s  t h e  
same t h i n g  h e r e .  The l and ing  zone w a s  wes t  of t h e  hamlet  
i n  t h i s  r i c e  paddy. Does t h i s  look f a m i l i a r  t o  you now? 

A. Y e s ,  I do. 

Q A r e  you used t o  looking  a t  a e r i a l  photographs? 

No, I ' m  n o t  used t o  it. 

Q - W e l l ,  cou ld  you j u s t  t e l l  us what you d i d ,  and 
what your squad and p l a t o o n  d i d ,  a f t e r  you g o t  o u t  of t h e  
h e l i c o p t e r ?  

A. W e l l ,  a f t e r  my squad and my p l a t o o n  g o t  o u t  of  
t h e  h e l i c o p t e r ,  w e  were on t h e  l e f t  s i d e ,  t h e  l e f t -hand  s i d e .  
The 1st P la toon  was i n  t h e  middle,  and t h e  3d P la toon  w a s  on 
t h e  r i g h t ,  I t h i n k ,  i f  I can r e c a l l .  We went s t r a i g h t  t o  
t h e  v i l l a g e ,  and t h e r e  was a l o t  of shoo t ing  and k i l l i n g  
going on. And w e  ended up on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e ,  and a t  t h a t  
t i m e ,  w e  s topped.  

Q Okay, cou ld  you go back now, and could  you t a k e  
us through t h e  v i l l a g e  s t e p  by s t e p  and t e l l  us what you 
saw? 

A. W e l l ,  I saw some of  my f r i e n d s  shoo t  women, c h i l d -
r e n ,  and b a b i e s ,  and a f t e r  t h a t  they s t a r t e d  burn ing  a s  t hey  
were going through.  
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Q Now, when t h e  p l a t o o n  f i r s t  moved i n t o  t h e  hamlet ,  
were they  f i r i n g  t h e i r  weapons. Did they  s t a r t  i n ,  s ay ,  
f i r i n g  as t h e y  moved, o r  was i t  s o r t  of a reconna issance  by 
f i r e ?  

A. A s  t hey  moved, t hey  f i r e d .  

Q. J u s t  f i r i n g  i n t o  bushes and trees, o r  w e r e  they
w a i t i n g  f o r  a s p e c i f i c  t a r g e t ?  

A. They were shoo t ing  a t  s p e c i f i c  t a r g e t s .  

Q Can you r e c a l l  t h e  f i r s t  i n c i d e n t  i n  which you 
s a w  anybody s h o t  t h e r e  i n  t h e  hamlet? 

A. The f i r s t  i n c i d e n t  I r e c a l l  was t h e  baby f a l l i n g  
on t h e  ground. 

Q What happened t h e r e ?  

A. Someone s h o t  it i n  t h e  back. 

Q. D o  you know who t h a t  was? 

A. N o ,  I d o n ' t .  

Q - U p  t o  t h i s  t i m e ,  o r  a f t e r  you landed i n  t h e  
h e l i c o p t e r ,  d i d  you a t  anytime r e c e i v e  any h o s t i l e  f i r e ?  

A. Not a s  I remember. No h o s t i l e  f i r e .  

Q Do you remember any? 

A. There  w a s  some, b u t  I d o n ' t  remember any a t  t h i s  
p a r t i c u l a r  t i m e .  

Q- As you moved through t h e  v i l l a g e ,  was t h e r e  any
r e s i s t a n c e  a t  a l l  t h a t  morning? 

A. N o ,  t h e  people  appeared t o  be ve ry  f r i e n d l y ,  l i k e  
t hey  were p r a i s i n g  Americans. 

Q They a c t e d  ve ry  f r i e n d l y ,  d i d  they? 

A. Y e s ,  t hey  d i d .  

Q - Did any member of  your  p l a t o o n  g e t  wounded t h a t  
morning? 
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No. 

D i d n ' t  s u f f e r  any c a s u a l t i e s  a t  a l l ?  

No, n o t  i n  my p l a t o o n .  

Q M r .  MOSS, it would h e l p  us  a g r e a t  d e a l  i f  you 
could j u s t  t e l l  us what happened as you r e c a l l  it as you 
moved through t h e  v i l l a g e ,  j u s t  s t e p  by s t e p .  We a r e  endeav-
o r i n g  t o  p u t  t o g e t h e r  now, a lmost  2 y e a r s  a f t e r  it happened, 
e x a c t l y  what took p l a c e  t h e r e  t h a t  morning. We're n o t  s o  
much i n t e r e s t e d  i n  who k i l l e d  somebody a s  w e  a r e  i n  what 
happened. 

A. A s  we moved through t h e  v i l l a g e ,  guys w e r e  s h o o t i n g  
o l d  women, c h i l d r e n ,  and men. Some of  them w e r e  p u t t i n g  
them i n  bunches and s h o o t i n g  them a t  t h e  same t ime.  Some o f  
them were b e a t i n g  them, t o r t u r i n g  them. 

Q Had you e v e r  s een  anyth ing  l i k e  t h i s  be fo re?  

A. Not u n t i l  I saw t h a t .  I had never  s een  anyth ing  
l i k e  t h a t  b e f o r e .  

Q What d i d  you t h i n k  a t  t h e  t ime? Had you expec ted
anyth ing  l i k e  t h i s ?  

A. No, I d i d  n o t .  

Q Did you s e e  Se rgean t  BUCHANON du r ing  t h i s  t ime? 

A. Sergean t  BUCHANON w a s - - I  t h i n k  was beh ind  t h e  
whole p l a toon .  

Q And your  squad l e a d e r  was Se rgean t  LACROIX? 

A. Y e s .  

Q What d i d  he do du r ing  t h i s  t ime? 

A. I t h i n k  he  was most ly  keeping up w i t h  t h e  men 
from my squad. 

Q. Was your  squad deployed moving forward,  o r  were 
they j u s t  s e a r c h i n g  o u t ?  

A. Some of them were s e a r c h i n g  o u t ,  and some were 
moving forward. 
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Q What about t h e  l i v e s t o c k ,  the  food? Did t h e  squad
take  t i m e  t o  k i l l  t h e  l i v e s t o c k  o r  des t roy  any of t h e  food? 
Do you remember? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember des t roying  t h e  food, b u t  I 
remember w e  s h o t  some l i v e s t o c k ,  because I know I s h o t  them, 
too.  

Q These people you saw k i l l e d ,  could you descr ibe  
them? Are you t a l k i n g  about Vietnamese r e s i d e n t s  of t h e  
hamlet, t h e  people who l i v e d  t h e r e ?  

A. Yes, I guess. They were i n  t h e  hamlet and th ings  
l i k e  t h a t ,  s o  I guess they were l i v i n g  t h e r e .  

Q - A l l  r i g h t .  Could you desc r ibe  them by, you know, 
sex  and age? 

A. Well, some of them were young. I ' d  say t h e r e  were 
some young people about--I remember see ing  about f i v e  o r  s i x  
g i r l s .  They looked t o  be no more than  about 15 yea r s  o ld .  
And t h e  r e s t  of them were mostly o l d  p e ~ p l eand l i t t l e  babies .  

Q. What was t h e  propor t ion  of men and women would 
you say? 

A. The g r e a t e r  propor t ion  was women i n  t h i s  v i l l a g e .  

Q Do you remember see ing  any of t h e  people rounded 
up and taken o f f  t o  some o t h e r  a r e a  during t h e  morning? 

A. I th ink  I remember t h a t .  They had a bunch of 
people they  were ques t ioning .  La te r  on, we came back through 
t h e  v i l l a g e ,  and we passed through t h e  s i d e  where I saw t h a t  
they w e r e  ques t ioning  these  people. And when we passed 
through t h a t  s i d e ,  they were dead. 

Q. Do you remember where t h i s  group of people was 
when they were be ing  quest ioned? What p a r t  of t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. I t  looked l i k e  t o  me--well, we were on t h e  l e f t ,  
and it looked l i k e  they were r i g h t  i n  t h e  c e n t e r .  

Q - This  i s  somewhere i n  t h e  middle of the  v i - l lage?  

A. Yes, r i g h t  i n  t h e  middle. 

Q - Do you know who had t h e s e  people i n  charge? Was 
it p a r t  of your p la toon or--
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A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I t h i n k  it w a s  t h e  1st P la toon .  

Q The 1st Pla toon?  

A. The 1st P la toon ,  r i g h t .  

Q Do you remember your  p l a t o o n  g a t h e r i n g  up any 
people  l i k e  t h a t  and maybe t a k i n g  them o f f  someplace? 

A. I remember some guys had some Vietnamese people  
i n  our  p l a t o o n ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  they--they d i d n ' t  t a k e  
them anywhere, because I know somebody s t a r t e d  shoo t ing ,  and 
a l l  of a sudden, I looked over  t h e r e  and a l l  of  them w e r e  
dead. 

Q W e l l ,  a s  you saw t h i n g s  t h a t  morning, I g e t  t h e  
p i c t u r e  t h a t  your  p l a t o o n  moved through t h e  l e f t  s i d e  of t h e  
v i l l a g e ,  t h a t  would be t h e  n o r t h  s i d e ,  and they  j u s t  s h o t  
every  c i v i l i a n  they  saw. Is t h a t  r i g h t ?  

A. J u s t  about .  

Could you e s t i m a t e  t h e  number of  people  who were I i.,Q 
k i l l e d  by your p l a t o o n  as you moved th rough ,  based  on what 
you saw? Ch , 

0 4 4  

A.  Est imated by my p l a t o o n ,  I would say  about  100 t o  
150 people .  

Q Did you s e e  L i e u t e n a n t  BROOKS d u r i n g  the morning 
as you moved through My La i  ( 4 )  ? 

A. I saw L i e u t e n a n t  BROOKS about ,  maybe tw ice  du r ing  
the morning. The l a s t  t ime I saw L ieu tenan t  BROOKS was, I 
t h i n k ,  when Captain  MEDINA c a l l e d  up on t h e  r a d i o ,  and I w a s  
s t a n d i n g  r i g h t  by him when he s a i d :  "Stop a l l  t h e  shoo t ing . "  

Q And L i e u t e n a n t  BROOKS passed t h e  o r d e r ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q Do you remember what he  s a i d ?  

A.  H e  s a i d :  "Captain  MEDINA says  t o  s t o p  t h e  shoot ing .  " 

Q This  i s  what L ieu t enan t  BROOKS s a i d ?  

A .  Y e s .  
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Q- To whom d i d  he  say  t h i s ?  

A. Well ,  he passed it on t o  t h e  squad l e a d e r s .  I 
t h i n k  I r e c a l l  he h o l l e r e d  it o u t ,  because a l l  of  us w e r e  
c l o s e  t o  each o t h e r ,  s o  I t h i n k  he h o l l e r e d  it o u t .  Because 
t h e  t i m e  b e f o r e  t h a t  he had s h o t  a VC, o r ,  I know he had 
cap tu red  a  weapon r i g h t  b e f o r e  t h a t ,  s o  t h a t ' s  why he s a i d  
it then .  Because he and some .o the r  guys i n  ou r  p l a t o o n ,  they  
was--this  h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t  s p o t t e d  some VC. And L ieu tenan t  
BROOKS and some more guys went o u t  t o  run  t h e  guy down and 
g e t  t h e  weapon. 

Q They p icked  up some weapons? 

A. Y e s ,  t hey  d i d .  

Q I  Was it one o r  more t h a n  one weapon? 

A. I t h i n k  it w a s  t h r e e ,  t h r e e  weapons. Because I 
know one of my f r i e n d s  s h o t  t h e  VC w i t h  a weapon. 

Q Now, how d i d  you know t h a t  Capta in  MEDINA had 
g iven  t h i s  o r d e r ?  Was it something t h a t  L ieu t enan t  BROOKS 
s a i d ?  

A. Y e s ,  he s a i d  t h a t  Captain  MEDINA s a i d  i t ,  b u t  I 
d i d n ' t  a c t u a l l y  h e a r  Captain  MEDINA say  it. 

Q But L ieu tenan t  BROOKS s a i d :  "Captain  MEDINA s a y s  
s t o p  t h e  s h o o t i n g , "  o r  words t o  t h a t  e f f e c t .  Do you suppose 
you could f i x  t h e  approximate t i m e  of  t h i s .  

A. No, I c o u l d n ' t  say .  

Q The f i r s t  l i f t  landed i n  t h e  l and ing  zone about  
0730, and a p p a r e n t l y  t h e  1st and 2d P la toons  s t a r t e d  through 
My L a i  ( 4 )  somewhere around 8 o ' c l o c k ,  i f  t h a t  h e l p s  you any. 

A. I ' d  s ay  i t  was g e t t i n g  a long  between, I ' d  s ay ,  
about  1 0 0 0  o r  1030, something l i k e  t h a t .  Because I know, 
l a te r  on,  a f t e r  t h a t  w e  s e t  up f o r  lunch.  So it had t o  be  
i n  between t h a t  t i m e .  

Q Sometime a f t e r  t h a t  you had lunch? 

A. Yes, w e  d i d .  
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Q I ' m  n o t  s u r e  t h a t  you've mentioned i t ,  b u t  about 
where were you i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  a t  t h e  time when Captain MEDINA 
gave the  order  t o  s t o p  t h e  k i l l i n g ?  

A. To me we were ou t  like--we weren ' t  i n  t h e  main 
p a r t  of t h e  v i l l a g e .  We were l i k e  way on t h e  s i d e .  

Q. Out on t h e  f a r  end? 

A. We were s t i l l  going t h e  same way, b u t  we w e r e  l i k e  
way over t o  t h e  l e f t .  

Q You were on t h e  l e f t  edge of t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Yes, t h e r e  were about maybe two o r  t h r e e  hamlets 
over  t h e r e  where we were at, l oca ted  a t .  It was l ike- -
because we had t o  go over something l i k e  a causeway; because 
we had t o  go over something l i k e  t h a t  t o  g e t  where we were 
loca ted  a t .  

Q. You h a d n ' t  gone a l l  t h e  way through t h e  v i l l a g e  
y e t ?  

A. I th ink  we were j u s t  r i g h t  a t  t h e  e n d - .  Because 
when we came back ac ross  and went down a t r a i l ,  we were 
r i g h t  a t  t h e  end. 

R.  Did you work your way back i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  again 
a f t e r  t h i s ,  o r  d i d  you s t a y ?  

A. We went around and we passed through one p a r t  of 
the  v i l l a g e ,  I know t h a t .  Because we passed though one p a r t  
of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  mostly l i k e  a t  t h e  end, because we went 
through it ,  and it was maybe 5 o r  10 minutes,  and we were 
ou t  on t h e  o u t s k i r t s  of t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q- Do you remember t h e  platoon s e t t i n g  a per imeter
a f t e r  going through t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know what p la toon it was, b u t  one of t h e  
platoons did.  

Q Did you s e e  a h e l i c o p t e r  land out  i n  t h e  r i c e  
paddy a t  about t h i s  t ime. Around noon, o r  j u s t  be fo re  noon? . 
A. I t  was a p r e t t y  good while  be fo re  noon t h a t  a 
h e l i c o p t e r  landed. 
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Q. A t  t h i s  t ime you were o u t  on t h e  edge of t h e  
v i l l a g e ,  and you could s e e  o u t  i n  t h e  r i c e  paddy? 

A. A t  t h i s  t ime ,  when t h i s  h e l i c o p t e r  l anded ,  we 
were o u t  on t h i s  s i d e  I w a s  t a l k i n g  about ,  and w e  could 
see t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  l and .  

Q What k ind  of h e l i c o p t e r  was it, do you know? 

A. I t  was one of t h e  bubble  t ypes .  

Q - One of t h e  bubble  t ypes?  

A. Yes, it was. 

&. Do you know what t h e  p i l o t  was doing? 

A. No, I d o n ' t  know. 

Q. Did you h e a r  anyth ing  about  what he w a s  doing? 

A .  Somebody s a i d  t h a t  t h e  p i l o t  was t r y i n g  t o  s t o p  
what was going on. 

Q Did you e v e r  s e e  a l a r g e  bunch of  people  who w e r e  
s h o t  down a t  any t ime? 

A .  The on ly  l a r g e  group I saw was t h e  one t h a t  my 
p l a toon  s h o t ,  t h e  one I t o l d  you. 

Q I ' m  n o t  s u r e  o f  what y o u ' r e  speak ing  now. Could 
you d e s c r i b e  it a g a i n ,  p l e a s e .  

A. W e l l ,  I s a i d  t h a t  my platoon--

Q • ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Was t h i s  t h e  bunch t h a t  w a s  rounded 
up by your p l a toon?  

A. Yes, it w a s .  

Q You s a i d  t hey  d i d n ' t  t a k e  them anyplace .  They
s h o t  them t h e r e ?  

A. Right .  They s h o t  them r i g h t  t h e r e .  

Q You saw t h i s ?  

A. Yes, I d i d .  

(MOSS) 1 5  

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

APP T-63 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

Q Do you know who d i d  t h e  shoo t ing?  

A. Not a s  I r e c a l l ,  who was do ing  t h e  s h o o t i n g .  
There w e r e  abou t  t h r e e  o r  f o u r  guys o v e r  t h e r e  who d i d  s h o o t .  
I d o n ' t  know who t h e y  were. 

Q W e l l ,  one o f  t h e  r ea sons  I asked  t h i s  q u e s t i o n  i s  
w e ' r e  t r y i n g  t o  l o c a t e  w i t n e s s e s  who saw and know abou t  
t h i n g s  of t h i s  n a t u r e .  I t  would, of  c o u r s e ,  i n v o l v e  them 
i n  an a p p a r e n t  commission o f  an  o f f e n s e .  T h a t ' s  abou t  t h e  
pr imary r ea son  I asked  you. W e l l ,  cou ld  you g i v e  us t h e  
name of anybody else who saw t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  i n c i d e n t ?  You 
s a w  it; was anybody w i t h  you a t  t h e  t ime?  A f r i e n d  of  yours  
who saw t h e  same t h i n g ?. 
A. Somebody was w i t h  m e ,  b u t  I c a n ' t  t h i n k  who it 
would be .  

Q Who w e r e  some o f  t h e  o t h e r  members o f  t h e  t h i r d  
squad? 

A. Some o t h e r  members w e r e  LAMARTINA, DELGADO, and 
ROSCHEVITZ . 
Q. Who was t h e  f i r s t  one you mentioned? 

A. I s a i d  DELGADO, ROSCHEVITZ, LAMARTINA, and t h e r e  
was somebody else i n  o u r  squad ,  I t h i n k .  W e  had j u s t  about  
a f u l l  squad a t  t h a t  t i m e .  

Q A s m a l l  squad? 

A. W e  had  a f u l l  squad.  

Q Oh, a f u l l  squad.  

A. J u s t  abou t ,  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  

Q W e l l ,  w e ' l l  a sk  you l a t e r  on. 

A. SIMPSON. L e t ' s  see, who e l s e ?  I c a n ' t  t h i n k  o f  
anybody else. 

Q Does t h a t  h e l p  you remember anybody else who 
might  have s e e n  t h e  same t h i n g  t h a t  you d i d ,  o r  know t h e  
s p o t  t hey  w e r e  s h o t  down? 

A. W e l l ,  I t h i n k  some of  t h e p  w e r e  wa tch ing  it. 
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Q - Did you g ive  m e  a f i g u r e  on how many was i n  t h i s  
bunch t h i s  t ime? 

A. I t  looked l i k e  maybe 20 t o  25  people .  

Q Did you s e e  anyth ing  else l i k e  t h i s  a f t e rwards?  

A.  From my p l a toon?  

Q W e l l ,  anywhere i n  My Lai  ( 4 )  ? 

A. I d i d n ' t  a c t u a l l y  s e e  it, b u t  I remember t h e  1st 
P la toon  had a bunch of people  j u s t  l i k e  t h i s  a l s o .  I d i d n ' t  
a c t u a l l y  s e e  them g e t  k i l l e d ,  b u t  I know they  g o t  k i l l e d .  

Q .  Did you s e e  t h e  bod ie s  a f t e r w a r d s ,  o r  w e r e  you 
j u s t  t o l d  about  t h i s ?  

A.  I s a w  t h e  bod ie s .  

Q Would you d e s c r i b e  what you saw? 

A. W e l l ,  t h ey  were a11 l y i n g  up on t o p  of each o t h e r .  
You could  s e e  t h e  blood and eve ry th ing .  

Q 'fiat p a r t  of t h e  vlllzge was t h i s  i n ?  

A. I t  w a s  on s o r t  of l i k e  a road.  

Q W e l l ,  w a s  it i n  t h e  middle of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  t h e  
beg inn ing ,  o r  t h e  end? 

A. I t  w a s  i n  t h e  middle.  

Q Well,  e x a c t l y ,  was it i n  a c l e a r i n g ,  o r  was it 
on a t r a i l ?  

A. I t  was j u s t  l i k e  on a t r a i l ,  b u t ,  w e l l ,  w e  c a l l  
them roads ,  because it looked more l i k e  a road .  I mean, it 
w a s  wide enough t o  be a road.  

Q* 'D id  you s e e  anyth ing  e l s e '  l i k e  t h i s ?  

A.  No, I d i d n ' t .  

Q* Did you s e e  a d i t c h  w i t h  bod ie s  i n  it la te r  on? 
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A. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l .  

Q Going back t o  t h e  p i l e  o f  bod ie s  over  i n  t h e  1st 
P la toon  area; it w a s  on a  road ,  was i t ?  

A: Yes, s o r t  of l i k e  a road.  

Q bout how many people  were i n  t h e  p i l e  of bod ie s?  

A. 
p i l e d  up 

A. 
I t h i n k .  

Well ,  maybe about 25  o r  30 people .  They w e r e  a l l  
on each o t h e r ,  s o  you c o u l d n ' t  t e l l .  

Could you t e l l  how they  had been k i l l e d ?  

Of b u l l e t  wounds. 

Small-arms f i r e ?  

Yes. 

And a g a i n ,  what were t h e  ages  and sexes?  

They w e r e  o l d  women. There were some young g i r l s ,  
There w e r e  b a b i e s  and o l d  men. 

Q. What p ropor t ion?  

A. W e l l  I d o n ' t - - l e t ' s  s e e .  I d i d n ' t  t o o  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
look a t  it. I don It--

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  You d o n ' t  r e a l l y  know? 

A. No, r e a l l y ,  I d o n ' t .  . 

Q Did you see any v i s i t i n g  o f f i c e r s  ( t h a t  morning 
from Task Force Barker ,  t h e  b r i g a d e  h e a d q u a r t e r s ,  o r  d i v i s i o n ?  

A. A f t e r  t h i s  a l l  occur red?  

Q Well,  anytime du r ing  t h e  morning o r  du r ing  t h e  
a f t e rnoon  of t h e  same day. 

A. I t h i n k  i t  was on t h e  same a f t e r n o o n  that- -oh,  
maybe t h e  n e x t ,  b u t  I t h i n k  it was on t h e  same a f t e rnoon .  
Colonel  BARKER came out. '  

Q W e l l ,  l e t  me ask you t h i s .  Do you remember what 
t h e  company d i d  t h e  rest of t h a t  day,  t h e  1 6 t h ,  a f t e r  t hey  
l e f t  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  
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A. We moved, I th ink we moved about,  we d i d n ' t  move 
too f a r  from--maybe about--yeah, we moved about ,  maybe 1,500 

. t o  2,000 meters  from t h i s  p lace .  We s e t  up a per imeter  and 
we s t ayed  there--well they went out--we went ou t  searching 
some o t h e r  p l a c e s ,  b u t  we mostly s tayed- t h e r e  t h e  rest of the  
time. 

Q. During t h a t  a f ternoon,  d i d  you s e e  any Vietnamese 
National  Po l i ce?  

A. Y e s ,  I d id .  W e  had some wi th  us. 

Q. What were they doing? 

A.  W e l l ,  they  were--the ones I saw were--they had 
some people they were i n t e r r o g a t i n g ,  b u t  a f t e r  they g o t  
through i n t e r r o g a t i n g ,  they were k i l l e d ,  too.  

Q. Did you s e e  them shoot  any of these  suspec t s?  

A. I d i d n ' t  s e e  them shoot  them, but--I was s t and ing  
q u i t e  a d i s t a n c e  from them--but they--we were s i t t i n g  down 
e a t i n g  o r  something, and we heard some sho t s .  They w e r e n ' t  
too  f a r  from u s ,  and we didn 't s e e  the  people anymore. 

Q - Did you s e e  any o f f i c e r s  around a t  t h i s  t ime,  
e i t h e r  from Char l i e  Company, o r  Bravo Company, o r  Task Force 
Barker? 

A.  Any o f f i c e r ,  what do you mean, around--

Q ( In te rpos ing)  With t h e  Vietnamese p o l i c e  a t  t h i s  
time, around where t h e  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  was going on? 

? 

A. I know t h e r e  was somebody over t h e r e ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  
know who was over t h e r e .  

Q. Did you know Captain KOTOUC, S2 of Task Force 
Barker? 

A.  No, I d i d  no t .  

Q. How wel l  d id  you know Captain MEDINA? 

A.  Well, I joined t h e  company i n  December, and I 
go t  t o  know him p r e t t y  we l l .  

Q - What k ind of an o f f i c e r  was he? 
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A .  TO m e ,  he was one of t h e  b e s t  o f f i c e r s  w e  had. 

Q From what you observed,  do you t h i n k  he had c o n t r o l  
of the  company t h a t  morning i n  My Lai  ( 4 ) ?  Well,  perhaps 
you c a n ' t  express  an opin ion  on t h a t .  I d o n ' t  know whether 
you--did you s e e  him a t  a l l  t h a t  morning? 

A. I remember we--we came back through t h e  v i l l a g e ,  
and he was coming through t h e  v i l l a g e .  T h a t ' s  t h e  only t i m e  
I remember see ing  him. Other than  t h a t  I d i d n ' t  s e e  him. 

Q How about Lieutenant  BROOKS, d id  he have c o n t r o l  
of t h e  p la toon  t h a t  morning a s  it moved through? 

A. To me, he d i d .  

COL FRANKLIN: When Captain MEDINA c a l l e d  and you heard t h a t  
c a l l  t o  s t o p  the  shoot ing  o r  s t o p  t h e  k i l l i n g ,  were you out--
was it a l l  open around you t h e r e ?  Were you i n  an open a r e a ,  
o r  were you i n s i d e  t h e  bu i ld ing?  

A .  Well, I wasn ' t  s t and ing  too  f a r  from Lieutenant*  
BROOKS and h i s  rad io te lephone  o p e r a t o r .  

Q Yes. 

A .  So, we was--like, t h i s  i s  t h e  edge of where we 
ue re .  We were s t and ing  r i g h t  on t h e  edge of t h i s  hootch 
when he s a i d  t h a t .  

Q Could you s e e  r i c e  paddies ,  open r i c e  paddies ,
a l l  around you? 

A. Yes, I could.  

Q - Do you r e c a l l  going off through some open r i c e  
paddies j u s t  before  t h a t  t o  pick up those  weapons? 

A. ' I d i d n ' t  go o u t  with them, b u t  we saw--I saw t h e  
guys who went ou t  because--

Q - ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )  Oh, you saw who went ou t?  

A. Yes. 

Q Did most of the  p la toon go? 
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A. NO,  t hey  d i d n ' t .  

Q Was most of t h e  p l a t o o n  over  on t h e  s i d e  t h e r e  
watching them? Did you look o u t  over  r i c e  paddies?  W a s  it 
a l l  open when you were looking  where t hey  went? 

A. I t  was s o r t  of l i k e  an open f i e l d .  

Q- You s a i d  t h e  Vietnamese a c t e d  f r i e n d l y .  What do 
you mean they  a c t e d  f r i e n d l y  when you came i n ?  

A. The Vietnamese? 

Q I n  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  t hey  a c t e d  f r i e n d l y  toward you. 

A.  You've seen  Vietnamese people  when they  do t h e i r  
hands l i k e  t h i s  ( p l a c i n g  palms t o g e t h e r  and bowing)? 

Q *  Yes. 

A. To me, i t ' s  l i k e  t hey  were p r a i s i n g  t h e  American 
people .  And they  were bowing and eve ry th ing .  T h a t ' s  
what I mean, a c t i n g  f r i e n d l y .  

Q You mean they  were doing--okay, you t e l l  us t hey  
were bowing down and p u t t i n g  t h e i r  hands t o g e t h e r .  A t  t h e  
same t i m e  a l l  t h e  2d P la toon  a r e  s h o o t i n g  and going around 
k i l l i n g  and b e a t i n g .  I d o n ' t  unders tand  how t h e  two t h i n g s  
can be  happening a t  t h e  same t i m e .  

A .  They w e r e n ' t  happening a t  t h e  same t i m e .  I sa id ,  
when we f i r s t  e n t e r e d  the--

Q . ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  When you f i r s t  e n t e r e d ?  

A. We m e t  t h e  people  and eve ry th ing .  I t  was--well, 
t hey  had heard  t h e  shoo t ing  i n  t h e  beg inn ing  of it. So t h e  
rest of t h e  peop le ,  they  were bowing down l i k e  I s a i d  they  
w e r e .  

Q Oh, t h e s e  were r i g h t  i n  t h e  o u t s k i r t s  of t h e  
v i l l a g e  when you went i n ?  

A.  No, t h i s  i s  r i g h t  a lmost  i n  t h e  c e n t e r ,  where we 
w e r e .  
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Q I n  t h e  c e n t e r  of t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. - Yes. I would say--from my p o i n t  of  view, I would 
say  we w e r e  i n  t h e  c e n t e r .  

Q Had a l o t  o f  Vietnamese a l r e a d y  been k i l l e d  b e f o r e  
you g o t  t o  t h e  c e n t e r ?  

A .  O n  my s i d e ?  Not t o o  many on my s i d e .  

Q Not t o o  many? So, when suddenly you s a w  t h e s e  
people ,  what d i s t a n c e s  were t h e s e  people  who w e r e  a c t i n g  
f r i e n d l y  from t h e  r i f l emen?  

A. They w e r e  as f a r ,  as c l o s e  as myself and you are 
r i g h t  now. 

Q And what happened t o  t h e s e  people?  

A. They w e r e  s h o t .  

Q - They w e r e  a l l  s h o t .  And t h i s  w a s  a whole l o t  of  
people  who were a c t i n g  f r i e n d l y ?  

Aw Yes, it was. 

Q w  You say  you saw some b e a t i n g  and t o r t u r i n g .  Would 
you j u s t  d e s c r i b e  t h a t  a l i t t l e  more, what you saw. 

A. I saw guys s t a n d i n g  them up, h i t t i n g  them, and 
t h i n g s  l i k e  t h a t .  

Q H i t t i n g  them wi th  what? 

A. T h e i r  f is ts ;  r i f l e s .  

Q D i d  you see anyth ing  worse t han  t h a t ?  I mean, 
you say t o r t u r i n g .  What do you mean by t o r t u r i n g ?  

A. I saw some guys had bayone ts ,  s t i c k i n g  them i n  
t h e  back,  and t h i n g s  l i k e  t h a t .  S t i c k i n g  them and a l l  t h a t .  

Q You saw them s t i c k i n g  bayonets  i n  backs? 

A .  Y e s ,  I d i d .  
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Q And t h i s ,  n e a r l y  a l l  of  t h i s  y o u ' r e  t a l k i n g  about ,  
was i n  t h e  2d P la toon?  

A. From t h e  p o i n t  of view I had ,  t h a t ' s  what I s a w .  

Q Your 2d P la toon  i s  what you s a i d .  Now, you say  
you saw about  100 t o  150 dead? 

A. Y e s ,  I d i d .  

Q. Was t h a t  i n  t h e  2d P la toon  a r e a ?  

A .  Y e s ,  it was. 

Q T h a t ' s  j u s t  i n  t h e  2d--then you t h i n k  most of 
t h i s  100 to--

A .  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I mean t h e  2d P la toon  a r e a  was i n  
one s p o t .  But some of t h e s e  people  where I seen-- i t - -wel l ,  
i n  o t h e r  words,  I remember one of t h e  p l a t o o n s ,  I t h i n k  t h e  
1st P la toon ,  g o t  ove r  i n  another--somewhere, something l i k e  
that, and w e l l .  I would say  t h a t  was ou r  a r e a ,  b u t  I c a n ' t  
say my p l a t o o n  k i l l e d  a l l  of  them. 

Q - Were most of t h e  men i n  t h e  2d P la toon  s h o o t i n g
down everybody they  saw? 

A. A l l  e x c e p t  f o r  a few guys I know. 

Q A l l  e x c e p t  f o r  a few guys were doing t h i s ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q Were most of them involved  i n  t h i s  b e a t i n g  and 
bayone t ing?  

A. Not most of them. 

Q Not most of  them w e r e  involved  i n  t h a t ?  

A. No. 

Q- Were any of them doing  any r ap ing?  

A .  I remember h e a r i n g  somebody d i d  g e t  raped ,  and 
somebody from o u r  p l a toon  d i d  i t .  Somebody d i d  i t ,  b u t  I 
d i d n ' t  a c t u a l l y  see it. 
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Q You d i d n ' t  s e e  any of  t h a t ?  

A. No, b u t  I d i d  h e a r  a f t e r w a r d s  somebody d i d  it. 

Q. Since  t h i s  came o u t  i n  t h e  newspapers and all 
t ha t - -you ' r e  from South C a r o l i n a ,  r i g h t ?  

A. Y e s ,  I am. 

Q. Has anybody been coming t o  s e e J y o u  from newspapers 
o r  any o r g a n i z a t i o n s ?  

A. Not o t h e r  t han  t h e  man who he  s a i d  i s  t h e  on ly  
person  I e v e r  t a l k e d  t o ,  o t h e r  t h a n  you. 

MRWEST: M r .  GRAHAM? 

A. Y e s ,  t h a t ' s  who I ' m  speak ing  o f .  

COL FRANKLIN: You d idn ' t - -d id  you t a l k  t o  anybody and t e l l  
them you were going t o  come up h e r e  and t e s t i f y  i n  t h i s  
i n q u i r y ?  

A. No, I d i d n ' t  

Q. You d i d n ' t  t a l k  t o  anybody a t  a l l ?  

A. No, I d i d n ' t .  

Q You must have t a l k e d  t o  somebody. You j u s t  d i d n ' t  
l e a v e  your job ,  d i d  you? 

A. Oh, I t a l k e d  t o  my employer, b u t  I d i d n ' t  t e l l  
him where I was going.  

Q You d i d n ' t  t e l l  him where you were going? 

A. No, I d i d n ' t .  I t o l d  him I was going o u t  of town 
on impor t an t  b u s i n e s s .  

Q Nobody came down t o  s e e  you,  s a y ,  from New York, 
o r  somewhere l i k e  t h a t ?  

A. No, they  d i d n ' t .  

Q No, they d i d n ' t .  Okay, thanks ,  M r .  MOSS. 
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COL PATTERSON: M r .  MOSS, would you h e l p  me a l i t t l e  b i t  t o  
t r y  t o  unders tand .  I g o t  t h e  i d e a ,  now, t h a t  your  p l a toon  
and some members of it wandered o f f  and g o t  i n t o  t h e  1st 
P l a toon  a r e a .  And some 1st Pla toon  people  wandered off and 
a p p a r e n t l y  came i n t o  t h e  2d P l a toon  a r e a .  

A. Y e s ,  t h a t ' s  what I s a i d .  

Q I ' m  a l i t t l e  confused a s  t o  t h e  t ype  o f  c o n t r o l  
t h a t  you w e r e  e x e r c i s i n g  t h a t  morning t o  keep from shoo t ing  
each o t h e r .  

A.  I o f t e n  t h i n k  about  t h a t  myse l f ,  how s o  many guys 
i n  t h e  company d i d n ' t  g e t  s h o t  by t h e i r  own peop le ,  because 
they were shoo t ing  a c r o s s  each o t h e r  l i k e  t h a t .  

Q. W e l l ,  t h e  t h i n g  t h a t  k ind  of p l agues  m e  i s  t h i s .  
M r .  WEST asked about  L ieu t enan t  BROOKS having  c o n t r o l ,  and 
t h e n  I h e a r  t h e s e  o t h e r  t h i n g s ,  c r o s s i n g  back and f o r t h ,  and 
t h e n  going through,  and then  coming back.  What was the 
purpose of a l i  '%is? Wny w e r e  you a i l  c r o s s i n g  back and 
f o r t h ,  o r  coming back? 

A. I don ' t - - I  d o n ' t  know, b u t  t o  m e ,  L i eu t enan t  
BROOKS had c o n t r o l  of h i s  p l a toon .  

Q. Okay. Well ,  I presume, t hen ,  t h a t  he d i r e c t e d  
you t.n ccme hack k t s  t h e  * : i l L ~ j e .  Orici: you 'd  goile o u t ,  you 
came back i n  t o  s e e  t h e  bod ie s .  Is t h a t  what everybody was 
doing? 

Pa. No, we--we had t o .  W e  were,  l i k e  I s a i d ,  w e  w e r e  
on t h i s  l i t t l e  s i d e  ove r  h e r e  t o  o u r s e l v e s .  So t h e  on ly  way 
w e  could  g e t  back a c r o s s  was t o  come back through t h a t  v i l l a g e .  

Q. Why d i d  you go back a c r o s s ?  

A. W e l l ,  I d o n ' t  know. I mean, y o u ' l l  have t o  ask 
L ieu t enan t  BROOKS about  t h a t .  I d i d n ' t  g i v e  t h e  o r d e r .  

Q. H e  t o l d  you t o  go back through t h e r e ?  

A. W e  came back through.  Well ,  my squad l e a d e r  s a i d  
we w e r e  coming back through t h a t  way. 

Q. Okay, d i d  your  squad l eade r ,  g i v e  you a--try t o  
tell you t o  keep on l i n e  a s  you w e r e  going through t h e r e .  
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A. Yes, he did.  

Q .  This weapons business,  when you went out--some 
members of the  platoon went out and captured some weapons. 
Was h a t  l a t e r  i n  t he  day o r  f i r s t  th ing i n  the morning? 

A. That was, I ' d  say,  about maybe, about 10 o'clock 
o r  something l i k e  t h a t ,  when they captured the  weapons. 

Q.  Do you remember hearing about t h i s  fellow who 
g o t  shot  i n  the  foot?  

A. Y e s ,  I remember hearing about it. 

Q - With r e l a t i o n  t o  when t h a t  happened, w a s  t h i s  
weapons business a f t e r  o r  before that? 

A. I c a n ' t  ac tua l ly  say,  because I don ' t  remember 
t h i s  guy. Only thing I remember is seeing--I don ' t  even Cd; 
remember seeing a dustoff  coning i n  t o  ge t  t h i s  guy out.  e-~ 

u1-

Q - How about t h i s  order t o  s top the  shooting, o r  
whatever the  order was t h a t  Lieutenant BROOKS put out  a f t e r  u 
receiving the  rad io  c a l l .  Was t h i s  before o r  a f t e r ?  Do you CG 
r e c a l l  t h i s ?  

A. Before they captured the  weapons, or what? 

Q.  No. Before o r  a f t e r  the man was shot?  

A. Well, I don ' t  know. 

Q * You don ' t  r e c a l l  the time? 
. . 

A. NO, I don ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  di f ference between them.. 

Q D o  you remember what kind of.weapons they picked 
up? B i d  you see  the  weapons? 

A. I t  was a M - 1  and a carbine. 

Q .  J u s t  two weapons? 

A. J u s t  two weapons. 

MR WEST: Do you remember w h a t  Sergeant  LACROIX was doing 
a t  t h i s  time? 
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A. I t h i n k  Se rgean t  LACROIX--what t ime are you speaking  
o f ?  

Q c W e l l . ?  du r ing  th.e morning ,  Was he p a r t i c i p a t i n g
i n  t h e  shoo t ing?  

A.  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t  he  was p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  t h e  
s h o o t i n g  o r  n o t .  I know he  was doing some sea rch ing .  I 
t h i n k  I remember he d i d .  I remember--I t h i n k  he s h o t  a 
baby. I ' m  n o t  s u r e .  I c a n ' t  say  f o r  a f a c t  t h a t  I saw 
him, b u t  I t h i n k  I j u s t  remember t h a t .  

Q. You d i d  s ay  a moment ago t h a t  some of t h e  members 
of t h e  p l a t o o n  d i d n ' t  shoo t  anybody? 

A. Y e s ,  I d i d .  

Q Cou'd you name some of  t hose?  

A. L e t ' s  s e e ,  BERNHARDT, a guy named BUNNY ( B u N N I N G )  , 
and I c a n ' t  t h i n k  of .who else,  and myself .  I d i d n ' t  shoo t  
anyone. 

O = BUNNY? 

A. 1 d o n ' t  know h i s  name, b u t  t h a t  was t h e  nickname 
they  c a l l e d  him. H e  was a t a l l  guy, real  t a l l  guy, r e a l  
heavy. But I know t h e s e  p a r t i c u l a r  pe r sons ,  they  d i d n ' t  
s h o o t  anybody. Because I know BERNHARDT was running around,  
I mean, because I mean myself and he  t a l k e d  du r ing  t h e  t i m e ,  
a f t e r  t h i s ,  and they  had a l i t t l e  c o n f l i c t  about  him, about 
he was going t o  w r i t e  h i s  Congressman. 

Q W e l l ,  w e ' l l  g e t  t o  t h a t  i n  a minute.  Do you 
remember what t h e  company d i d  on t h e  two fo l lowing  days ,  
t h e  17 th  and t h e  18 th?  

A. The 17 th?  

Q I t ' s  been i n d i c a t e d  t o  us t h a t  t h e  company, on 
t h e  1 7 t h ,  moved from where t h e y ' d  l aage red  f o r  t h e  n i g h t  
j u s t  a lmost  due sou th .  They went through s e v e r a l  hamlets  
and f i n a l l y  came down t o  t h e  mouth of t h e  Song Tra  Khuc River .  

A. Yes, I t h i n k  t h a t ' s  where we cap tu red  a nurse .  
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Q. Yes. And do you remember anything else of -
s i g n i f i c a n c e  happening dur ing  t h a t  day? We've had s o m e  
evidence t h a t  two o r  t h r e e  l i t t l e  hamlets w e r e  burned. W e l l ,  
d i d  you h e a r  about MEADLO l o s i n g  h i s  f o o t  on H i l l  85? 

A. Yes, t h a t ' s  what I was g e t t i n g  ready t o  say. 

Q - That  was i n  t h e  1st Platoon,  wasn ' t  i t ?  

A. Y e s ,  it w a s .  

Q. Now, when you moved o u t  on t h a t  day, d i d  you go
by My Lai  ( 4 ) ,  go c l o s e  t o  it a t  a l l ?  

A. Not t h a t  I th ink .  No, I d o n ' t  think w e  went c l o s e  
to  it. W e  w a s  l i k e  a long way from it. 

Q Yes, okay. How about t h e  fol lowing day, t h e  
18th .  You remember anything i n  p a r t i c u l a r  happening t h a t  
day? 

A. The 18th? I th ink  t h a t  's t h e  day w e  go t  l i f t e d  
out .  

Q T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  L i f t e d  ou t  back t o  LZ Dott ie .  

A. Yes, LZ Dot t i e .  

Q Colonel HENDERSON, t h e  br igade  commander, t o l d  
us t h a t  on t h a t  a f te rnoon,  when t h e  company was l i f t e d  o u t ,  
he  met some of t h e  men as  they came back and t a l k e d  t o  
them, asking them about k i l l i n g  c i v i l i a n s  a t  My Lai  ( 4 ) .  
Were you p r e s e n t  a t  such a meeting? 

A. NO, I wasn ' t .  

Q Did anybody ever  t e l l  you t h a t  t h e r e  was an 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  being made of t h e  k i l l i n g s  t h a t  morning? 

A. Yes, I did--I heard t h a t .  

Q How d i d  you h e a r  t h i s ?  

A. I heard one of my f r i e n d s  say t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  an 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  being made, and nobody was t o  say anything about 
it. 
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Q. I s e e .  Do you remember the  company being c a l l e d  
together  by Captain MEDINA and j u s t  t a l k i n g  about t h i s ?  
This would have been a l i t t l e  l a t e r .  

A. Yes, I do. ,:-
J 

Q. Do you remember what he s a i d ?  

A. I th ink he s a i d  t h a t  what happened was h i s  
r e p o n s i b i l i t y .  Something l i k e  t h a t  he was saying.  

Q Did he say anything about n o t  t a l k i n g  about  i t ?  

A. Y e s ,  he d i d .  H e  s a i d  no t  t o  mention anything 
about it. 

Q. Captain MEDINA a l s o  came t o  see  us ,  and he s a i d  
t h a t  he t o l d  t h e  company t h a t  t h e r e  was an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
going on, and i t ' d  be b e t t e r  no t  t o  t a l k  about t h e  i n c i d e n t  
t o  each o t h e r  while the  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was continuing.  Was 
t h i s  about r i g h t ?  

A. Yes. 

:'a 
3 3  Q. Apart from t h i s ,  d i d  anybody ever  t e l l  you t o  

keep q u i e t  about what happened t h a t  morning a t  My Lai ( 4 ) ?  

'>I A. No. A f t e r  t h a t ,  I guess everybody j u s t  f o r g o t  

'9 a l l  about it, because we d i d n ' t  hea r  anything e l s e  about i t ,  
t he?  ~ . - ~ ? t h .  

a. Did any i n v e s t i g a t i n g  o f f i c e r  eve r  come t a l k  t o  
you? 

A .  No, he d i d n ' t .  

Q Did you ever  hear  about anything s i m i l a r  happening 
i n  a l i t t l e  p lace  c a l l e d  Co Lay ( Z ) ,  over  on the  c o a s t ,  
about the  same time? Any rumors about any s i m i l a r  t h i n g  
happening? 

A. N o ,  I d i d n ' t .  

Q Did you e v e r  hear  of anything l i k e  My Lai  ( 4 )  a t  
any o t h e r  p lace?  

5 -
A. No, not  t h a t  I know. 
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Q - What was t h e  a t t i t u d e  of t h e  men i n  C h a r l i e  
Company toward t h e  Vietnamese people? 

A. Well,  some of  t h e  guys l i k e  t h e  Vietnamese people ,  
b u t  l a t e r  on,  a s  we s t a r t e d  l o s i n g  people ,  t h e i r  a t t i t u d e  
changed, t oo .  

Q .  Was t h a t  toward a l l  t h e  Vietnamese people? O r  
j u s t  t h o s e  i n  t h e  VC a r e a ,  t h e  c o n t r o l l e d  a rea?  

A. Well,  people i n  t he - - I ' d  say  t h e  Vietnamese people 
i n  t h e  a r e a s  we were working i n .  

Q .  What k ind  of assignments  d i d  C h a r l i e  Company have 
a f t e r  My Lai  ( 4 ) . .  Was it about  t h e  same, o r  anyth ing  d i f f e r e n t  
about  i t ?  

A. A f t e r  My La i  ( 4 )  , we had an o p e r a t i o n  t h a t  was--
Captain MEDINA expla ined  it t h a t  we would be watching t h e  
people g a t h e r  r i c e  du r ing  t h e  day and running p a t r o l s  a t  
n i g h t  p r o t e c t i n g  them. 

Q I You were p r o t e c t i n g  t h e  r i c e  h a r v e s t ?  

A. Yes, t h a t ' s  what we were doing. 

Q The newspapers i n  November had a s t o r y  t h a t  
perhaps some of t h e  men i n  t h e  company, Cha r l i e  Company, were 
under t h e  i n f l u e n c e  of  mari juana t h a t  morning a t  My Lai ( 4 ) .  
Do you know anyth ing  about  t h i s ?  

A. N o ,  1 c a n ' t  say  anyth ing  about  t h a t .  

Q .  Do you know whether  i t ' s  t r u e  o r  n o t ,  o r  had you 
e v e r  hea rd  anyth ing  l i k e  t h i s ?  

A. No, I c a n ' t  say .  I d o n ' t  know anything about  t h a t .  

Q Was t h e r e  a  mari juana problem i n  the company t h a t  
you know o f ?  I d o n ' t  mean j u s t  c a s u a l  smoking, b u t  was t h e r e  
any s i g n i f i c a n t  amount of mari juana smoking i n  t h e  company? 

A.  Not t o  me t h e r e  wasn ' t .  

Q Did you e v e r  h e a r  of any men going i n t o  combat 
'under t h e  i n f l u e n c e  of "po t "?  
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A. I n  my company? None t h a t  I can th ink  o f .  

Q You mentioned a while ago t h a t  you and BERNHARDT 
ta lked  about t h e  deaths  a t  My Lai ( 4 ) .  Could you t e l l  us 
about t h i s ,  p lease?  

A. Well, I d i d n ' t  say t o o  much about it. I know 
BERNHIlRDT s a i d  it wasn ' t  r i g h t ,  what w e  d id .  I t  j u s t  wasn ' t  
r i g h t .  

Q - You s a i d  something about h i s  w r i t i n g  h i s  Congressman? 

A. Yes, I remember he d id .  

Q e  Did he t a l k  about t h i s ?  

A. Yes, he d i d  say something about t h a t .  But I 
know l a t e r  on he d i d n ' t  say t o o  much about it. 

a - Did you and the  o t h e r  men of  the  company t a l k  
about t h e  i n c i d e n t  l a t e r  on, d i scuss  it a t  a l l ?  

A. Well, we d i d n ' t  t a l k  about it l a t e r  on. A s  new 
guys came t o  our  company, they would-br ing  it up, and t e l l  
t h e  guys what happened i n  our company. 

? XOW would you expla in  what happened t h a t  morning 
a t  My Lai ( 4 ) ?  I t ' s  a most unusual th ing .  Could you exp la in  
j u s t  what happened and why, j u s t  your opinion? 

A. I wouldn' t  say it was a massacre a s  t h e  news 
r e p o r t s  would see  it, b u t  it was almost j u s t  about l i k e  t h a t .  

Q. Well, I t a k e  it t h a t  you'd never seen anything 
l i k e  t h i s  be£ore?  

A. No, I h a v e n ' t ,  u n t i l  then. 

Q. What, i n  your opinion,  caused i t ?  What caused t h e  
men of t h e  p la toon,  and the  men of t h e  1st Pla toon,  t o  k i l l  
a l l  t hese  c i v i l i a n s ?  

A. Well, I guess ,  t o  me it was l i k e  maybe my company 
thought they owed t h e  Vietnamese--the VC people something, 
because everywhere we were working, it was s t a t e d  t h a t  it 
was supposed t o  be--I c a n ' t  th ink  of t h i s  b a t t a l i o n  of V C ' s  
t h a t  was supposed t o  be  operating--
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Q - ( In terpos ing)  48th? 

A. Y e s ,  t h a t ' s  what w e  w e r e  supposed t o  be i n  c o n t a c t  
w i t h ,  them. And t o  m e  it seemed l i k e ,  f o r  t h e  l i v e s  w e  had 
l o s t ,  t h i s  w a s  a chance t o  g e t  even. 

Q. But,  of course,  t h e r e  was no r e s i s t a n c e  t h e r e  
t h a t  morning. I g a t h e r  t h a t - - i t  i s  our  information--well, 
we've had no i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  any members of t h e  48th VC 
B a t t a l i o n  were i n  t h e  hamlet t h a t  morning. 

A. Unless t h e s e  were t h e  two guys who had t h e  weapons. 

Q- Y e s ,  b u t  r i g h t  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  i t s e l f .  

A. No, they  were i n  t h e  o u t s k i r t s ,  over  t o  t h e  s i d e .  

Q. But you f e e l  then  t h a t  perhaps t h e  company w a s  
j u s t  g e t t i n g  even wi th  t h e  VC, t h e  48th VC B a t t a l i o n ,  k i l l i n g  
a l l  t h e s e  people? 

A. To me it was g e t t i n g  even f o r  t h e  l i v e s  w e  had 
l o s t  i n  t h a t  same a r e a ,  because t h a t  whole a r e a  was mined 
and booby t rapped.  

Q - I think you ' re  aware t h a t  t h i s  i n c i d e n t  w a s  n o t  
widely known u n t i l  r e c e n t l y .  The f a c t  i s  t h a t  no report of 
t h i s  reached Department of t h e  Army u n t i l  about A p r i l  of this 
year ,  of 1969. A man named RIDENHOUR wrote a l e t t e r  t o  t h e  
Secre tary  of Defense and s e v e r a l  members of Congress, and 
the  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  s t a r t e d  i n  t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  of A p r i l  1969. 
Could you g ive  us your opinion as  t o  why t h e  events  there 
a t  My Lai ( 4 )  were n o t  r epor ted?  

A. No, I could not .  

Q- A s  they normally would be, you know. 

A. No. I d o n ' t  know how combat procedures go about 
r e p o r t i n g  i n c i d e n t s  and t h i n g s  t h a t  happened l i k e  t h a t .  I 
d o n ' t  know anything about  t h a t .  

Q - Of course,  one of t h e  th ings  w e ' r e  looking into 
is whether t h e r e ' s  a coverup, an e f f o r t  t o  keep t h i s  q u i e t .  
Do you know anything about such a th ing?  
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A. No, t hey  s a i d  we'd j u s t  remain q u i e t ,  and I c a n ' t  
s a y  t h a t  t hey  were cover ing  sornethi.ng up. 

Q Was t h e r e  a tendency on t h e  p a r t  of  t h e  men, 
perhaps ,  n o t  t o  t a l k  about  it because they  were ashamed o r  
thought  it was wrong? 

A. I h e a r d  some guys mention it, b u t  t o o  many people  
d i d n ' t  t a l k  about  it. 

COL FRANKLIN: You s a i d :  "They s a i d  d o n ' t  t a l k  about  i t ,  
and t h i s  o t h e r  guy t o l d  you one t ime t h a t  t h e r e  was an 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  s o  you w e r e n ' t  t o  s ay  anyth ing  about  i t . "  
I b e l i e v e  you s a i d  t h a t .  

A. T h a t ' s  c o r r e c t .  

Q . Was t h i s  a buddy? Expla in  how t h i s  conve r sa t ion  
came about ,  what he s a i d ,  what you thought .  

A .  I ' m  n o t  s u r e .  I t h i n k  it came from--I t h i n k  t h i s  
was passed  down through my squad l e a d e r ,  I ' m  n o t  s u r e .  But 
he  s a i d  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was going on about  what occur red  a t  
My Lai ( 4 ) ,  and t h a t ,  you know, d o n ' t  say anyth ing  about it. 
So I d i d n ' t  t h i n k  anyth ing  much about  it myself .  I mean, 
one pe r son ,  you j u s t  d o n ' t  say  any th ing  anyway. So I d i d n ' t  
s a y  any th ing  about  it. 

Q *  What was your  impress ion? Why d i d  your squad 
l e a d e r  t e l l  you t h a t ?  

A .  Well,  I mean, I d o n ' t  know. 

Q What d i d  you t h i n k ?  You thought  something a t  
t h a t  t i m e .  

A. W e l l ,  I c a n ' t  say  t h a t  t hey  were t r y i n g  t o  cover  
something up, myse l f ,  because everybody knew what went on i n  
t h e  company, s o  t o  me t h e r e  wasn 't .  Maybe they  were t r y i n g  
t o  h i d e  it from t h e  p u b l i c  o r  something l i k e  t h a t .  But I 
c a n ' t  a c t u a l l y  say  they  were t r y i n g  t o  cover  it up. 

Q.  I n s i d e  t h e  company they  w e r e n ' t  t r y i n g  t o  cover  
it up. But you hea rd  t h a t  a couple  t i m e s ,  and you d i d n ' t  
wonder about  i t ?  Why n o t  t a l k  about  i t ?  How about some of 
t h e  s o l d i e r s  ; didn  't they  have conve r sa t ions  about t h i s ?  
The squad l e a d e r  gave you t h e  o r d e r .  D i d n ' t  some of t h e  
s o l d i e r s  s a y  anyth ing?  What d i d  t h e  s o l d i e r s  t h i n k ?  
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A. Well, nobody s a i d  t o o  much about it, No, t h e r e  
wasn ' t  anything t o  say about it because,  I guess ,  the guys 
d i d n ' t  want t o  even t a l k  about it. I know t h e r e  wasn ' t  
anything said i n  my squad about it afterwards.  

Q - A f t e r  t h a t ?  

A. No. There wasn ' t  anything s a i d ,  

Q - Did you e v e r  h e a r  anything about a c i t a t i o n  f o r  
your o u t f i t  f o r  t h i s  opera t ion?  An award? 

A. No, I c a n ' t  recall t h a t .  

Q - Never heard anything about t h a t ?  

A. No, I d i d n ' t  h e a r  about t h a t ?  

Q - Okay, thank you very much. 

MR WEST: M r .  MOSS, we've f i n i s h e d  wi th  t h e  main p a r t  of 
t h e  i n t e r r o g a t i o n ,  b u t ,  i f  you would p lease ,  I ' d  a p p r e c i a t e  
it i f  you would g e t  t o g e t h e r  wi th  Colonel PATTERSON l a t e r ,  
and h e ' l l  show you some photographs and maybe ask you a few 
ques t ions  about t r a i n i n g  and some o t h e r  po in t s .  But, r i g h t  
now, can you th ink  of anything you might l i k e  t o  t e l l  us 
t h a t  might h e l p  u s  with our  i n q u i r y ,  any s ta tement  you'd 
l i k e  t o  add? 

A. I th ink  I ' v e  s a i d  a l l  t h a t ' s  important  t o  m e .  I 
d o n ' t  t h ink  t h e r e ' s  anything e l s e  t o  say.  

Q. A l l  r i g h t .  I f  you should th ink  of something else, 
o r  i f  back home you f i n d  some, maybe some l e t t e r s  you wrote 
home i n  which you t o l d  about t h i n g s  t h a t  you haven ' t  r e c a l l e d  
t h i s  morning, anything e l s e  t h a t  you th ink  of t h a t  would 
h e l p  us ,  we'd apprec ia te  hear ing  from you. We're t r y i n g  t o  
g e t  t o  t h e  bottom of what happened. W e  very much apprec ia te  
your coming. We r e a l i z e  i t ' s  been an inconvenience t o  you, 
and w e ' r e  grateful t o  y o u ,  Ycu've helped us h e r e  i n  our  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  Thank you very much. 

MR WEST: The hear ing  w i l l  be recessed.  

(The hear ing  recessed  a t  1245 hours ,  5  January 
1970.) 
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(The h e a r i n g  w a s  reconvened a t  1437 h o u r s ,  5 January 
1970.1 

LTC PATTERSON: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  T,ieutenant 
Colonel  PATTERSON i s  p r e s e n t .  

M r .  MOSS, I would l i k e  t o  remind you t h a t  t h e  
o a t h  t h a t  you took e a r l i e r  i n  t h e  open s e s s i o n  s t i l l  a p p l i e s  
h e r e ,  and t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  t h a t  you r ece ived  from M r .  WEST 
s t i l l  apply t o  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  p o r t i o n  of t h e  h e a r i n g .  

Before  w e  con t inue ,  do  you have any q u e s t i o n s  
about t h o s e  i n s t r u c t i o n s ?  

A. No, I d o n ' t .  

Q The purpose of  t h i s  p a r t  of t h e  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  
i s  t o  t r y  t o  f i x  s p e c i f i c  t i m e s  and s p e c i f i c  d e t a i l s  con-
ce rn ing  : 

(1) t h e  t r a i n i n g  t h a t  you r ece ived  a s  a s o l d i e r ,  
and 

( 2 )  from photographs t h a t  we have i n  o u r  posses-
s i o n ,  t o  see i f  we can f i x  them w i t h  a p l a c e  o r  p o s i t i o n  on 
L~,,,e aerial phctograpk,  E::hlbit P-1, t h s t  ycu have t o  your f r c n t .  

F i r s t ,  a s  you have i n d i c a t e d  i n  your  tes t imony 
b e f o r e  M r .  WEST i n  t h e  opening p e r i o d ,  you jo ined  C/1/20 
i n  December of 1967. Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Tha t  i s  c o r r e c t .  

Q Did you j o i n  them i n  Hawaii or i n  Vietnam? 

A. I jo ined  them i n  H a w a i i .  

Q Then it was t h e  e a r l y  p a r t  of December? 

A. I t  w a s  t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  of November. 

Q - I unders tand  t h a t  it was'November 1967 a s  opposed 
t o  December? 

A.  Y e s ,  it was. 

Q From what u n i t  d i d  you come, o r  from where d i d  
you come when you jo ined  C/1/20? 
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A. I came from A Company. I f o r g e t  what b a t t a l i o n ,  
b u t  it w a s  i n  H a w a i i  undergoing t r a i n i n g ,  j u s t  s t a r t i n g  ou t .  

Q - W a s  A Company p a r t  of  t h e  11th Brigade, do you
r e c a l l ?  

A. Y e s ,  it w a s .  I t  later joined t h e  o t h e r  u n i t s  i n  
Vietnam, later on i n  Apr i l ,  

Q. When d i d  you j o i n  this u n i t  i n  Hawaii? When did 
you g e t  t o  Hawaii? 

A. I g o t  t o  Hawaii about t h e  23rd o r  2 1 s t  of November. 

Q - You went i n t o  t h i s  company whose name you d o n ' t  re-
member. You must have been t h e r e  a very s h o r t  p e r i o d  of t i m e ,  
and then  you t r a n s f e r r e d  i n t o  C Company? 

A. Y e s ,  

Q - Where w e r e  you i n  October 1967? 

A. October, I w a s  on leave.  

Q. September? 

A. September, I w a s  a t  F o r t  Polk,  ~ o u i s i a n a . .  

Q Is t h i s  where you t c c k  your b a s i c  t r a i n i n g ?  

A. Tha t ' s  where I took AIT. 

Q - A t  any of t h e s e  p l a c e s ,  e i t h e r  F o r t  Polk,  
Hawaii, o r  with C/1/20, do you remember any of 
t h e  t r a i n i n g  t h a t  t r a n s p i r e d  dur ing  your s t a y  with any 

.one  of those u n i t s ?  

A, Y e s ,  I recall a l o t  of t h e  t r a i n i n g .  

Q I'm s p e c i f i c a l l y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  t r a i n i n g  you
received concerning t h e  Geneva Convention, which 
d e a l t  wi th  t h e  t rea tment  of p r i s o n e r s  of war o r  de ta inees ,  
t r a i n i n g  with r e fe rence  to noncombatan-cs, rules of engagement, 
and what you, a s  an i n d i v i d u a l  s o l d i e r ,  rece ived  as  f a r  as 
your i n s t r u c t i o n s  were concerned from your m i l i t a r y  super io r s .  
Do you r e c a l l  t h i s  t r a i n i n g ?  

A. Yes, I do. 
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Q Can you t e l l  m e  about  it, and where you re-
ce ived  it p l e a s e ?  

A. I r e c a l l  some o f  my b a s i c  t r a i n i n g  which w a s  a t  
F o r t  Gordon, Georgia.  They t o l d  us how you should  t r e a t  
p r i s o n e r s  of war and t h e  way t h a t  you should  be t r e a t e d  
as a p r i s o n e r  of war. 

Q W e  a r e  p r i m a r i l y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  how you t r e a t  
p r i s o n e r s  of war. I n  t h i s  c a s e ,  do you r e c a l l  what t h i s  
t r a i n i n g  w a s  and what you ga ined  from i t ?  What were your  
i n s t r u c t i o n s  f o r  t h e  t r e a t m e n t  of  p r i s o n e r s  of  war? 

A. I d o n ' t  q u i t e  remember what t h e  r u l e s  covered,  
b u t  it was my unders tanding ,  it was my concept  of t h e  r u l e s  
t h a t  you should  t a k e  c a r e  of p r i s o n e r s  i n  accordance w i t h  
t h e  Geneva Convention. 

Q Which means what? 

A. That  a p r i s o n e r  of war sh,ould be  t r ea t ed - - they  
s h o u l d n ' t  be  s h o t  o r  k i l l e d ,  o r  something l i k e  t h a t .  They 
should  be  i n t e r r o g a t e d .  They d o n ' t  have t o  g i v e  anyth ing  b u t  
t h e i r  name, r ank ,  and s e r i a l  number. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  any t r a i n i n g ,  and t h i s  probably 
wou ldn ' t  have been i n  b a s i c  t r a i n i n g ,  w i t h  r e f e r e n c e  t o  r u l e s  
engagement? How t o  apprehend o r  c a p t u r e  i n d i v i d u a l s ?  

A. Y e s ,  I do. 

Q How do you do t h a t ?  

A. When you c a p t u r e  a person--

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  F i r s t ,  how do you c a p t u r e  them? 

A. You engage them under combat, which might be w i t h  
weapons o r  it might be  p h y s i c a l  combat. 

Q - .  Do you r e c a l l  any i n s t r u c t i o n s  w i t h  s p e c i f i c  
r e f e r e n c e  t o  Vietnamese, any words o r  a c t i o n s  t h a t  you 
shou ld  t a k e  a s  a s o l d i e r  t o  c a p t u r e . o r  t o  apprehend a 
Vietnamese? 

A. I was t a u g h t  t h a t  t h e  Vietnamese shou ld  be  t u rned  
over  t o  t h e  p rope r  a u t h o r i t i e s .  
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Q- Any words t h a t  you r e c a l l  us ing  t o  cap tu re
them? 

A. "Dung l a i  ." 

9. Which means what? 

A. Stop. 

Q. What w a s  t h e  next  s t e p ?  

A. I c a n ' t  t h i n k  of  t h e  word. 

Q Suppose t h i s  fe l low d i d n ' t  s t o p  when you
h o l l e r e d  "dung l a i  " ?  

You c a l l e d  it ou t  aga in ,  

Q. I n  o t h e r  words, you t r i e d  it t w i c e .  a3 
2 

A. Right,  and then I would f i r e  a s h o t  over  h i s  U; 
head; a warning shot .  I f  t h a t  d i d n ' t  s t o p  him I used 
o t h e r  means. 

G; 
Cbd 

Q What were t h e  o t h e r  means? 

A. I would f i r e  t o  bring him doxn. I would t r y  t o  
wound him. 

Q So your t h r e e  s t e p s  were; (1)you h o l l e r e d  "dung l a i "  
twice,  ( 2 )  then,  i f  he d i d n ' t  s t o p ,  you f i r e d  a s h o t  over h i s  
head. I f  t h a t  d i d n ' t  work you, ( 3 )  f i r e d  t o  wound. These a r e  
t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  t h a t  you understood? 

A.  Yes, sir.  

Q- Do you r e c a l l  where you received those  i n s t r u c t i o n s ?  

A. I was t augh t  them i n  A I T .  

Q . I n  A I T ,  which was a t  For t  Polk.  Louisiana? 

A. Yes, it was. 

Q Did you rece ive  any type of t r a i n i n g  along t h e s e  
l i n e s  i n  Hawaii o r  with C/1/20? 
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A. No, I d i d n ' t ,  because when I g o t  t o  C/1/20 
they were ready t o  s h i p  over  t o  Vietnam. 

Q How about a f t e r  you a r r i v e d  i n  Vietnam, M r .  MOSS? 
The unit and C/1/20 underwent some t r a i n i n g  b e f o r e  
they  s t a r t e d  a c t u a l l y  engaging i n  o p e r a t i o n s  i n  t h e  f i e l d .  

A. Y e s .  Most of t h e s e  t h i n g s  were f i r s t  a i d ,  how 
t o  sea rch  hootches ,  how t o  watch o u t  f o r  booby t r a p s ,  and 
t h i n g s  l i k e  t h i s .  

Q - Did you r e c e i v e  any i n s t r u c t i o n  a t  a l l  about t h e  
customs and t r a d i t i o n s  of t h e  Vietnamese, and how you should 
r e s p e c t  them, o r  how t o  engage them, and how it was impor tan t  
t o  have a l i v e  Vietnamese f o r  i n t e l l i g e n c e  purposes a s  opposed 
t o  a dead one who c o u l d n ' t  t a l k ?  

A. Yes, we d i d .  

A. A t  Duc Pho. 

Q A t  t h e  t r a i n i n g  c e n t e r  a t  DUC Pho? 

A. Yes, w e  d id .  

Q And t h i s  must have been dur ing  t h e  t i m e  p e r i o d  
of December o r  e a r l y  January 1968? 

A. Yes, it was. 

Q. I would l i k e  t o  show you two e x h i b i t s  t h a t  have 
been e n t e r e d  i n t o  evidence i n  t h i s  i n q u i r y .  The f i r s t  of 
t h e s e  i s  E x h i b i t  M - 2 ,  a ca rd  e n t i t l e d  "Nine Rules ."  I ask 
you i f  you have e v e r  seen  o r  been i s s u e d  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  
ca rd?  

A. Yes, I have. 

Q Where d i d  you s e e  i t ?  

A. A c a r d  l i k e  t h i s  was i s s u e d  t o  us a f t e r  w e  were 
i n  Vietnam. 

9 A f t e r  you a r r i v e d  i n  Vietnam? 
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A. No, I th ink  it was before we l e f t  Hawaii, along 
with a handbook with Vietnamese language. 

Q I n  Hawaii? 

A. Y e s ,  w e  did. 

Q .  Was t h i s  with C/l/20, o r  before you joined C/1/20? 

A. This was w i t h  C/1/20. 

Q .  Do you r e c a l l  what you were supposed t o  do with 
t h i s  card? 

A. W e  were supposed t o  keep it on us a t  a l l  t i m e s .  

Q The second one I would l i k e  you t o  look a t  is C1 
ExhibitM-3. It is another card e n t i t l e d  "The Enemy i n  l l f j  
Your Hands." Have you ever  seen o r  been issued t h a t  card? KJ 

A. I don' t  r e c a l l  i f  we were issued one o r  not ,  bu t  cij
I think w e  w e r e .  I ' m  p r e t t y  sure  we were. 0 4  

Q - Do you r e c a l l  being issued cards o r  a packet of 
information i n  Hawaii before you l e f t ?  

A. Yes, we were. Geneva Convention cards,  and SO 
cz LIZ ss f s r t h .  

Q- What was the.Geneva Convention card, do you re-
c a l l ?  Was it a separate  card? 

A. Yes, it was. 

Q. What was t he  p u ~ o s eof +J.at card? 

A. It mostly s t a t e d  things  t h a t  w e  should do a s  a 
so ld i e r .  

Q - I would l i k e  fo r  you t o  think a l i t t l e  about t h i s  
next question. You think you have seen t h i s  card, Exhibi t  
M - 3 ,  and the card,  Exhibit  M-2.  Do you r e c a l l  anyone a t  
anytime asking you t o  deviate  from the ins t ruc t ions  on 
e i t h e r  of these two cards? 

A. No, I do not.  

(MOSS) 4 0  
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Q W e l l ,  M r .  MOSS, I have a series of photographs 
h e r e ,  and I would l i k e  you t o  s e e  i f  you can i d e n t i f y  
p l a c e s  d e p i c t e d  i n  t h e s e  photographs e i t h e r  by name o r  by 
area f o r  m e  v e r b a l l y ,  o r  by u s i n g  t h e  a e r i a l  photograph; 
i f  you can i d e n t i f y  o r  can name any of t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  
i n  t h e  photographs;  o r  i f  you can s t a t e  t h a t  you r e c a l l  
s e e i n g  p e r s o n a l l y  any of t h e  s cenes  i n  t h e s e  photographs .  
I would l i k e  you t o  s e p a r a t e  t h e  ones t h a t  you do n o t  re-
cognize  o r  know no th ing  about .  I ' m  n o t  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  
whether  o r  n o t  you saw them i n  T i m e  magazine, L i f e ,  o r  t h e  
newspapers,  e i t h e r  i n  Vietnam o r  h e r e .  I ' m  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  
your  r e c o l l e c t i o n  of t h e s e  s cenes  and people  i n  any way 
t h a t  you t h i n k  you can recall .  There i s  a s e r i e s  of them, 
and we w i l l  r e c e s s  t h e  h e a r i n g  w h i l e  you look a t  them and 
s e p a r a t e  them f o r  me. A f t e r  you have f i n i s h e d  t h e s e  series 
of pho tos ,  w e  w i l l  reconvene t h e  h e a r i n g  and d i s c u s s  them 
one photograph a t  a t i m e .  Do you unders tand  what you a r e  
t o  do? 

A, Y e s ,  I do. 

LTC PATTERSON: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  r e c e s s  a t  t h i s  t ime.  

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  1450 hour s ,  5 January 1970 .) 

(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1452 h o u r s ,  5 January 1970 

LTC PATTERSON: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  LTC PATTERSON 
i s  p r e s e n t .  

The same i n s t r u c t i o n s  app ly ,  M r .  MOSS, re-
ga rd ing  your  o a t h .  Do you have any q u e s t i o n s  about  t h a t ?  

A. No, I d o n ' t  
0 

Q • The f i rs t  photo  t h a t  you p icked  o u t  a s  be ing  a b l e  
t o  i d e n t i f y  i s  P-4. Can you t e l l  m e  what you i d e n t i f y  about  
t h a t  photograph? 

A. This  i s  t h e  medic, CAPEZZA. 

Q On t h e  r i g h t ,  s t a n d i n g ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q Did you see t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  scene? 
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A. No,  I didn' t .  

Q. DO you recognize anybody else i n  the p ic ture?  

A. No,  I don't ,  

Q - P-6? 

A. T h i s  i s  CARTER. 

Q. YOU recognize CARTER, ly ing  down? 

A. A n d  this is the  m e d i c  named--"MEXm is w h a t  they 
called h i m .  

Q • W i t h  the  rope on h i s  back, and the joker on h i s  
h e l m e t .  You  say  they called h i m  "MEX"? Short fo r  Mexican? 

A. Y e s ,  

Q. A n y b o d y  else you r e c o g r : i z e  i n  this p ic ture?  

A. No. 

T h i s  i s  CARTER. 


S i t t i n g  on t h e  l e f t ?  


Y e s .  


H o w ' a b o u t  the man  on the  r i g h t  w i t h  t h e  rope? 


E think that i s  " W X "  right here, 

~ i - t ; b .the rope on h i s  back3 

Right , 
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A. CARTER ( s i t t i n g ) .  I t h i n k  t h i s  i s  t h e  medic 
CAPEZZA. C a p t a i n  MEDINA ( s t a n d i n g  i n  t h e  r e a r )  ; MURRAY 
t o.. h i s. . r i g h t ,  L i e u t e n a n t  ALAUX's radiotelephone operator .  

( I - Y o u  d o n ' t  know h i s  n a m e ?  

A. No. I t h i n k  t h a t  i s  S e r g e a n t  PHU, o r  t h e  other  
guy w h o  w a s  w i t h  u s .  

S e r g e a n t  MINH? 

Y e s ,  S e r g e a n t  MINH. 

Q S t a r t i n g  f r o m  t h e  r i g h t  i s  CARTER, CAPEZZA, 
MEDINA, MURRAY, and t h e  a r t i l l e r y  rad io te lephone  operator .  
Do  you recognize t h a t  g e n t l e m a n ?  

A. H e  w a s  f r o m  t h e  eng inee r s .  N o ,  he w a s  i n  t h e  1st 
P l a t o o n .  I d o n ' t  k n o w  h i s  n a m e .  

A. WIDMER, CARTER, and DELPOME. N o t  DELPOJE--

B ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  -MAURO? 

A. Y e s ,  MAURO. 

A. CAZTER ( l y i n g  d o w n )  . T h i s  is  t h e  m e d i c ,  CAPEZZA. 
I t  l o o k s  l i k e  BERNHARDT. I ' m  n o t  s u r e  i f  BERNHARDT w a s  over 
there. BERNHARDT, CAPEZZA, and CARTER. I don 't k n o w  the guy 
r i g h t  here. 

A. T h a t  l o o k s  l i k e  C a p t a i n  MEDINA and CARTER r i g h t  
there. 

Q Which one l o o k s  l i k e  C a p t a i n  MEDINA? 

A. T h a t  i s  C a p t a i n  MEDINA. 

Q A r e  you s u r e ?  

A. I think--yes ,  t h a t  i s  C a p t a i n  MEDINA. 
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Q I t  wouldn ' t  be  CAPEZZA. I f  you are  n o t  su re - -

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I ' m  n o t  s u r e .  To me, from t h e  s i d e ,  
it looks  l i k e  Capta in  MEDINA. 

Q And who is  t h e  man s t a n d i n g  wi th  t h e  i n s e c t  
r e p e l l e n t  i n  h i s  helmet?  

A.  I d o n ' t  know. 

Q Who i s  t h i s  gentleman he re?  

A. It looks  l i k e  BERNHARDT. 

A .  Sergean t  MARONEY (second from t h e  l e f t )  , Lieuten-
a n t  ALAUX ( f a r t h e s t  from t h e  r i g h t ) ,  and PHU ( t h i r d  from the ,i 
r i g h t )  . Sergean t  MARONEY I s  r ad io t e l ephone  o p e r a t o r ,  I Li;rL-,;
t h i n k .  I d o n ' t  know h i s  name. T h a t ' s  Se rgean t  FAGAN 
( t o  t h e  rear w i t h  t h e  c l i p b o a r d )  . 

CT; 
Q P-14? hl 

A. I c a n ' t  t h i n k  o f  h i s  name r i g h t  now. 

Q DUSTIN?! 

A. Y e s .  

You d o n ' t  r ecogn ize  t h e  scene?  

N o ,  I d o n ' t .  

P-15? 

A. From t h e  back,  t h a t  looks  l i k e  GRIMES. 

Q What i s  t h i s  hanging around h i s  neck t h e r e ?  

A. I t  looks  l i k e  a claymore bag. 

I t ' s  n o t  a medical  k i t ?  

No, t h a t ' s  n o t  a medical  k i t .  

Q W e  have had o t h e r  tes t imony t h a t  t h a t  i s  
Se rgean t  CAPEZZA, 
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A. T h a t  looks l i k e  GRIMES t o  m e .  I t  may be CAPEZZA. 

Q - D o  you recognize t h e  scene? 

A. I have seen scenes l i k e  t h a t .  

Q C a n  you i d e n t i f y  t h a t  as be ing  i n  My L a i  ( 4 ) ?  

A. Y e s ,  it w a s .  

Q - P-15 w a s  i n  My L a i  (4)? 

A. Y e s ,  it w a s .  

Q *  Do you r e m e m b e r  w h e r e  it w a s ?  

A. N o ,  I c a n ' t  say w h e r e  it w a s .  

P - 1 6 ?Q. 

A. I r e m e m b e r  seeing a scene j u s t  l i k e  t h i s .  

Q D o  you remember  see ing  t h e  dead under t he  s t r a w  
there? 

A. Y e s .  

Q. Was t h e  s t r a w  the re  w h e n  you s a w  t h e m ?  

A. I think t h e  s t r a w  w a s  bu rn ing ,  and t h e  bodies, too. 

Q. Do  you recal l  w h e r e  t h i s  w a s  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t i m e  
or place? 

A. T o  m e ,  it w a s  i n  t h e  center  of the v i l l age ,  
around 1 1 : 3 0 ,  o r  something l i k e  t h a t .  

Q L o o k i n g  a t  My L a i  ( 4 )  on the  photo, could you t e l l  
me w h e r e  it m a y  have been? 

A. N o ,  I c a n ' t .  

A. T h i s  w a s  the  medic, CAPEZZA ( f a c i n g  t o  t h e  l e f t ) .  
T h a t ' s  MURRAY. MARONEY, there 's  PHU, L i e u t e n a n t  ALAUX. I 
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d o n ' t  know who t h e  rest of t h e  people w e r e .  

Q - Can you i d e n t i f y  t h i s  man here?  

A. That i s  Captain MEDINA. 

Q. How about t h i s  man walking i n t o  t h e  hootch 
back here? 

A. To m e ,  it looks l i k e  MAURO. I d o n ' t  know. 

Q. D o  you r e c a l l  s ee ing  t h a t  scene? 

A. N o ,  I d o n ' t  recal l  see ing  it. 

Q How about t h a t  hootch, t h a t  bu i ld ing?  

A. N o .  

Q. P-21? 

A. T h a t ' s  t h e  guy who worked with PHU. 

Q Sergeant  M I N H ,  on t h e  r i g h t ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q. Did you know Lieutenant  JOHNSON from t h e  M I ,  
Mi l i t a ry  I n t e l l i g e n c e ?  

A. I remember see ing  him, bu t  no t  t h a t  much. 

Q D o  you recognize the, l i t t l e  Vietnamese boy? 

A. N o .  

Q ,  P-22? 

A. That i s  Sergeant  M I N H  (on t h e  l e f t ) .  

Q How about t h e  Vietnamese man? 

A. H e  looks l i k e  a man I saw, o r  somebody s i m i l a r  
t o  him. 

Q Why do you say t h a t ,  M r .  MOSS; would you mind 
t e l l i n g  m e .  What makes t h i s  man d i s t i n c t i v e  i n  your mind? 
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A. He i s  n o t  d i s t i n c t i v e ,  b u t  I remember see ing  a 
man wi th  h a i r  on h i s  c h i n  l i k e  t h a t .  

Q A l i t t l e  goatee? 

A. Yes. 

Q How about t h e  towel,  o r  t h e  way he has h i s  head 
wrapped? 

A. No, most of them have them. 

Q Most of them wear whi te  pants? 

A. Yes, most of them do. 

A. That i s  Sergeant  M I N H  ( c e n t e r ) .  I d o n ' t  know 
who t h e  r e s t  a r e .  

Q - What i s  t h i s  on t h e  man on t h e  r i g h t ?  

A. That i s  a r ad io ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  know who radio-
telephone opera to r  was. 

Q - I t  must have been a radio te lephone  opera to r  then? 

A. Yes. 

Q Do you remember see ing  any of t h e  Vietnamese i n  
t h a t  p i c t u r e ?  

A. No. 

A. That i s  Sergeant  LOPEZ. 

A. That was when w e  were g e t t i n g  ready t o  take  o f f  
from LZ D o t t i e .  That i s  t h e  f l i g h t  a rea .  

Q. That i s  Dot t ie?  
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A. The choppers are coming i n .  

Q - - Can you r ecogn ize  t h a t  a s  be ing  t h e  day of March 
16 th?  

A. T h a t ' s  t h e  on ly  day t h a t  I e v e r  knew t h a t  we were 
down t h e r e .  

Q. But you c a n ' t  r e a l l y  say .  I t  cou ld  have been 
taken  l a s t  week, cou ld  it n o t ?  

Y e s , ,  it cou ld ,  w i t h  ano the r  company. 

Q - You d o n ' t  r ecogn ize  t h e  a i r c r a f t  o r  any people  
i n  i t ?  

A. N o ,  I d o n ' t .  

Q You j u s t  r ecogn ize  it as be ing  D o t t i e ?  

Right .  

A. I t  looks  l i k e  a s cene  when I w a s  going through the 
v i l l a g e .  That  i s  al~ostt h e  seme p i c t u r e  t h a t  I showed yoc 
b e f o r e .  

Q - Right .  I t  i s  t h e  same p i c t u r e  t aken  i n . a  d i f f e r e n t  
t i m e  frame, I guess .  The f i r e  i's a l i t t l e  more advanced. 

A. A t  a d i f f e r e n t  a n g l e ,  t o o ,  because t h e  people  
l y i n g  over  i n  t h i s  pa r t - -

Q ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  This  i s  t h e  one t h a t  you s a i d  w a s  
somewhere i n  t h e  c e n t e r  of t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

A. This  cou ld  have been t y p i c a l  of t h e  c h i l d r e n  I 
saw lying-- I saw a l o t  of k i d s  l y i n g  l i k e  t h a t .  

Q. But you d i d n ' t  s e e  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  scene?  
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A. I c a n ' t  say t h a t  I remember t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  scene,  
b u t  it does look f a m i l i a r  t o  me. 

A. There i s  CARTER, and t h e r e  i s  t h e  medic. I d o n ' t  
know who t h e  o t h e r  guy is .  

Q. The medic, CAPEZZA? 

A. Y e s .  

A. I remember see ing  some people l y i n g  o u t  j u s t  l i k e  
t h i s  .. 
Q You t h i n k  you saw t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  .group of people? 

A.  I might have seen t h i s  baby and t h i s  o l d  lady. 
I th ink  I d id .  

Q *  There i s  another  baby over  t h e r e ,  apparen t ly ,  and 
the  baske t  i s  s t i l l  loaded. 

A.  Yes, t h a t ' s  why I th ink  I saw it. It does look 
f a m i l i a r  t o  me. 

Q Did you see  t h e s e  people sho t?  

A. I th ink  I did .  I c a n ' t  a c t u a l l y  say t h a t  I saw 
them sho t .  

Q Do you happen t o  r e c a l l  where t h i s  might have 
occurred. Was t h i s  i n  t h e  c e n t e r  o r  on t h e  edge? 

A. I th ink  it was on one of t h e  t r a i l s  i n s i d e  of 
t h e  v i l l a g e .  

A. I t  looks l i k e  t h a t  pa th  I was t a l k i n g  about e a r l i e r .  
I ' d  seen a l o t  of people l y i n g  t h e r e  j u s t  l i k e  t h a t .  

Q- Is t h i s  the  group of people t h a t  the  3d Platoon sho t?  
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A. I d o n ' t  know i f  it w a s  a c t u a l l y  a group from 
t h e  3d P l a t o o n ,  b u t  it looks  l i k e  I saw t h e s e  peop le  l y i n g  
o u t ,  j u s t  l i k e  t h i s .  

Q - You t h i n k  you saw t h i s  scene? 

A.  I c a n ' t  s ay  a c t u a l l y  t h a t  it was t h a t  s cene ,  b u t  
t o  me it w a s  a group j u s t  l i k e  t h i s .  

Q -What i s  t h i s  a long  t h i s  t r a i l ?  

A. A fence .  

Q Where d i d  t h e y  have fences  a t  My L a i  ( 4 ) ?  

A. Around a l l  t h e  hootches  and t h i n g s  l i k e  t h a t .  
I t h i n k  they  had f ences .  I ' m  n o t  s u r e .  I know on t h e  
o u t s k i r t s  of t h e  v i l l a g e  they  had a fence o u t  l i k e  t h a t .  

On t h e  o u t s k i r t s  of t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q Did they  have f ences  i n s i d e  of  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. I t h i n k  t h e r e  were. 

Q Can you i d e n t i f y  what t h a t  o b j e c t  i s  on t h e  
r ight-hand s i d e  of t h e  p i c t u r e ?  

A: NO, I c a n ' t  s ay .  

Q You c a n ' t  t e l l  m e  anymore about where t h i s  w a s  i n  
r e l a t i o n  t o  be ing  i n  t h e  c e n t e r ,  t h e  e a s t  s i d e ,  o r  t h e  
sou th  s i d e ?  

A. No. 

Q- P-56? 

A. his r i g h t  h e r e  i s  WIDMER (on t h e  r i g h t ) .  

Q - What i s  t h e  man i n  t h e  foreground doing? 

A. I t  looks  l i k e  he i s  throwing a grenade,  dropping 
it o r  something. 
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A. Tha t  i s  Se rgean t  LOPEZ. 

Q Did you s e e  him d e s t r o y i n g  c rops  l i k e  this? 

A .  N o ,  I d i d n ' t .  

Q. D o  you r ecogn ize  t h i s  man i n  t h e  background? 

A.  N O ,  I c a n ' t .  

Q* P-58? 

A. That  i s  GRIMES. 

Q- Do you r ecogn ize  t h a t  scene?  

A. N o ,  ' I  don ' t  r ecogn ize  t h a t  scene .  

Q Did you know GRIMES w e l l ?  

A. No, b u t  I knew who he was. 

Q - What p l a toon  was he  i n ?  

A.  A t  t h e  t i m e ,  I t h i n k  he  was i n  t h e  3d P la toon .  

Q Do you know what he d i d  i n  t h e  3d P la toon?  

A. No. I d o n ' t  know i f  he w a s  a squad l e a d e r .  I 
t h i n k  he was a squad l e a d e r .  

A.  This  must be  a mis take ,  because I d o n ' t  recognize  
anybody i n  t h e r e .  

A. I t  looks  l i k e  LACROIX. 

Q- The second from t h e  l e f t ,  Se rgean t  LACROIX? 

A.  Y e s .  A t  f i r s t ,  I thought  t h a t  was me, b u t  it i s  
n o t  because I never  wore a r i n g .  
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Do you recognize t h a t  scene? 

A. I t  looks l i k e  an open f i e l d  across  a r i c e  paddy. 

Q .Who c a r r i e d  a LAW i n  your platoon? 

A. A l o t  of guys i n  t h a t  opera t ion .  J u s t  about 
everybody. I th ink  everybody had one a t  t h a t  t i m e -

You d o n ' t  recognize t h e  f i r s t  man? 

A. No. 

Q • You d o n ' t  recognize t h e  scene? 

A. No. 

A. That i s  Sergeant  P H U ,  r i g h t  t h e r e  ( l e f t  fore-
ground).  There i s  somebody's radiotelephone opera to r .  These 
two guys a r e  engineers .  

Q They a r e  engineers? 

A. Yes. 

Q - Do you remember t h e  engineer  u n i t  t h a t  was with 
you t h a t  day? 

A. No, I d o n ' t .  

Q. D o  you recognize t h e  Vietnamese man and t h e  two 
l i t t l e  ch i ld ren?  

A. No. 

Q - How about t h e  l o c a l i t y ?  

A. No. 

A. That is Sergeant  PHU. 

Q How about t h e  Vietnamese man and t h e  l i t t l e  
chi ldren?  
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A.  To me, those a r e  t h e  same people who a r e  i n  t h e  
p i c t u r e  over  t h e r e .  

Q But you d o n ' t  recognfze them? 

A .  No. 

Q P-6 8? 

A. This  i s  a guy i n  t h e  1st Pla toon,  I th ink .  

Q Do you remember h i s  name? 

A. No. 

Q Do you recognize t h e  scene,  t h e  l o c a l i t y ?  

A. No. 

A. I t  looks l i k e  an Indian who was i n  our  platoon.  
H i s  n a t i o n a l i t y  is  Indian.  

Q - He had a t a t o o  of a d e v i l  on h i s  arm. Does t h a t  
h e l p  you r e c a l l  h i s  name? 

A. No. 

Q P-65? 

A. To me, it looks l i k e  a f t e r  t h e  opera t ion ,  maybe 
when t h e  l i f t  came i n .  

Can you p o s i t i v e l y  i d e n t i f y  t h a t a s  being 16 March? 

A. No. 

A. That  i s  Sergeant  PHU. 

A. NO, t h a t ' s  SMAIL (foreground) . That looks l i k e  
Y -0. SMITH i n  t h e  back. 
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Q DO you recognize t h a t  scene? 

A. No. 

A. This i s  GRIMES; SMAIL. I know these  two guys, 
b u t  I d o n ' t  know t h e i r  names. They a r e  digging i n  f o r  t h e  
n igh t .  

Q Is t h i s  t h e  same SMITH as  i n  t h e  o t h e r  p i c t u r e  
you j u s t  saw, i n  P-128? 

A.  No, t h i s  i s  SMAIL. 

Q Who i s  t h e  second from t h e  r i g h t ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know these  two guys. 

Q. Can you i d e n t i f y  P-126 as  being i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y
of My Lai ( 4 ) ?  

A .  It was about 2 , 0 0 0  meters from it. 

Q Can you p o s i t i v e l y .  i d e n t i f y  t h a t  a s  being i n  
t h a t  spo t?  

A. Yes, it was i n  t h a t  loca t ion .  

Q Then you say t h a t  P-126 i s  i n  t h e  l o c a t i o n  t h a t  
you spen t  your f i r s t  n igh t?  

A. Yes, it W ~ S .  

A. I remember see ing  t h i s  group of people.  I saw 
t h e m  twice.  

Q Could you t e l l  me about i t ?  

A. I saw them once when they were a l i v e ,  and once 
when they were dead. 

Q Where was t h i s ?  

A. By a b i g  d i r t  mound o r  something. Once when 
they were a l i v e ,  and once when they were dead. 
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Q. Where was t h i s ?  

A. By a b i g  d i r t  mound o r  something. 

Q Was t h a t  a r o o t  c e l l a r ?  

A.  I d o n ' t  know what it was. 

Q. Do you know what a r o o t  c e l l a r  i s ?  

A. No, what i s  i t ?  

Q- Tha t ' s  where the  Vietnamese s t o r e  t h e i r  r o o t s  and 
p l a n t s .  

A. I remember see ing  it because t h e r e  was a d i r t  
~ ? . ~ ~ i i a dt*-?~c. 

Q Do you recognize t h a t  a s  be ing i n  My Lai  ( 4 ) ?  

A. Y e s ,  I do. 

Q You saw t h i s  group once a l i v e  and once dead? 

A. Right . 
Q Do you r e c a l l  where? 

A.  .They were l y i n g  i n  t h e  same p lace .  

Q 0 Where i n  My Lai ( 4 )  ? I n  the  c e n t e r  of 
the  v i l l a g e ?  

A. More over t o  t h e  s i d e  of the  v i l l a g e .  

8 What s i d e ?  1st P la toon ' s  s i d e ?  

A. The 2d Pla toon ' s  s i d e .  I th ink  they were over 
on o u r  s i d e .  

Q - 2d Platoon? 

A. Y e s ,  it was. 

Q Do you recognize t h i s  man back h e r e  i n  t h e  upper
lef t -hand corner? 

A. No, I d o n ' t .  
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LTC PATTERSON: I f  you have nothing t o  add, M r .  MOSS, I 
be l i eve  t h a t  w i l l  t e rminate  t he  inqu i ry .  Again, I would 
l i k e  t o  r e i t e r a t e  t h a t  w e  app rec i a t e  your coming up he r e  
and t ak ing  t i m e  away from your bus iness .  W e  apprec ia te  your 
f o r t h r i gh tne s s  and wi l l ingness  t o  a s s i s t  us i n  t h i s  in- 
ve s t i ga t i on .  F ina l l y ,  I would l i k e  t o  again remind you 
of t h e  r eques t  t h a t  you do n o t  d i scuss  t h i s  testimony or  
what has t r a n s p i r e d  he re  today wi th  anyone unless  d i r e c t e d  
by an o f f i c i a l  inqu i ry  of a l e g i s l a t i v e ,  admin i s t ra t ive ,  
o r  j u d i c i a l  na ture .  

A. Y e s .  

LTC PATTERSON: Thank you very much, M r .  MOSS. 

The hear ing  w i l l  be terminated a t  t h i s  t i m e .  

(The hear ing  recessed  a t  1520 hours ,  5 January 1970.) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS : PARTSCH, Thomas R. 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 30 January 1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 1 6  MARCH 1968: 2d Squad, 2d Platoon,  
C/1/20. 

1. PRIOR T R A I N I N G  I N  THE RULES OF LAND WARFAM. 

N 
83 The wi tness  r e c a l l e d  rece iv ing  i n s t r u c t i o n s  on t h e  

t rea tment  o f  PW's and noncombatants, and he knew t h a t  a 
person who was n o t  r e sFs t ing  and was w i l l i n g  t o  submit t o  

(A 	 capture  was no t  t o  be harmed (pg. 4 1 ) .  A t  no t i m e  d id  he m 
CD 	 f e e l  t h a t  t h a t  which he witnessed a t  My Lai was a war 

crime o r  t h a t  it should have been repor ted  (pg. 4 1 ) .  

2 .  PREOPERATIONAL PLANS AND BRIEFINGS. 

On t h e  n i g h t  preceding t h e  opera t ion  MEDINA t o l d  t h e  
men t h a t  they  were going i n t o  t h e  a r e a  from which they 
had rece ived  f i r e  on previous occasions (pg. 2 )  . MEDINA 
dec lared  t h a t  t h e  people had been warned t o  leave  t h e  
v i l l a g e  and t h a t  anyone who was l e f t  was t o  be considered 
VC (pgs. 3 ,  4 )  . MEDINA ordered t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  of t h e  
v i l l a g e  and everyth ing  i n  i t  (pg. 4 )  . PARTSCH f e l t  t h a t  
t h i s  inc luded t h e  k i l l i n g  of  a l l  t h e  Vietnamese i n  t h e  
v i l l a g e  s i n c e  everyone l e f t  i n  My ~ a i  supposed t o  be was 
VC (pg. 4 )  . MEDINA s a i d  t h a t  t h e r e  was going t o  be a 
l o t  o f  r e s i s t a n c e  (pg. 2 ) .  He a l s o  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h i s  was an 
oppor tuni ty  t o  g e t  revenge f o r  those  from t h e  company who 
had been h i t  i n  t h e  a r e a  (pg. 2 ) .  PARTSCH d i d  n o t  remember 
MEDINA saying how long t h e  opera t ion  was t o  l a s t  (pg. 3 ) .  

.
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3 .  THE ASSAULT ON MY LAI. 

a. Movement through t h e  v i l l a g e .  

A f t e r  t hey  landed ,  C/1/20 came on l i n e  and began 
pushing forward (pgs.  5 ,  6 ) .  They s h o t  animals  and people  
as they  encountered them (pg. 6 ) .  The w i t n e s s  saw no 
r e s i s t a n c e  a t  a l l  (pg. 8 ) .  Many people  screamed and p u t  
t h e i r  hands i n  t h e  a i r ,  b u t  were s h o t  anyway (pg. 6 ) .  
Women and c h i l d r e n  were a l s o  s h o t  down (pgs .  8 ,  9 ) .  
PARTSCH d i d  n o t  s h o o t  anyone o r  do any burn ing  (pgs.  7 ,  2 4 ) .  
A s  they  went through t h e  v i l l a g e  they  searched  t u n n e l s  
i n t o  which they  threw grenades  (pg. 7 ) .  They t o s s e d  dead 
animals  i n t o  w e l l s ,  b u t  they  d i d  n o t  s e t  f i r e s  because t h i s  
w a s  t h e  job o f  t h e  weapons p l a t o o n  (pg. 7)  . PARTSCH d i d  
n o t  f e e l  t h a t  anyone had c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  p l a t o o n  as t h e  
squads and p l a toons  became in te rmixed  and everyone seemed 
t o  be  moving on h i s  own (pg. 7 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  see an i n c i d e n t  
where ROSCHEVITZ k i l l e d  a group o f  e i g h t  t o  e l e v e n  people .  
H e  d i d  n o t  see ROSCHEVITZ dur ing  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  (pgs. 7, 
11). 

b ,  Act ions  i n  Binh Tay, 

The w i t n e s s  remembered moving o u t  t o  p o l i c e  up 
t h e  dead VC w i t h  t h e  weapons, b u t  he d i d  n o t  r e a l i z e  t h a t  
t hey  e v e r  l e f t  My L a i  and moved i n t o  Binh Tay (pgs.  9 ,  11, 
2 0 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  see ROSCHEVITZ k i l l  a group o f  15  t o  16 
women and c h i l d r e n  i n  a c l e a r i n g  i n  Binh Tay (pgs .  1 0 ,  11). 
H e  was c l o s e  enough t o  BROOKS t o  ove rhea r  MEDINA say  o v e r  
t h e  r a d i o ,  "What t h e  h e l l  i s  going on ove r  t h e r e "  (pg. 1 4 ) .  
BROOKS t h e n  had t h e  w i t n e s s  move away from t h e  v i c i n i t y  
of  t h e  r a d i o  (pgs .  12 ,  1 4 ) .  The w i t n e s s  hea rd  BROOKS 
t e l l  t h e  squad l e a d e r s  t o  g e t  t h e i r  men t o g e t h e r  and s t o p  
t h e  f i r i n g  (pg. 13 )  . The o r d e r  he hea rd  was t o  " s t o p  t h e  
f i r i n g " ,  n o t  t o  " s top  t h e  k i l l i n g "  (pg. 15 )  . The p l a t o o n  
w a s  t o  g a t h e r  people  up and have them l e a v e  t h e  v i l l a g e  
(pg. 1 3 ) .  Up t o  t h i s  t i m e  they  had methodica l ly  k i l l e d  
every  Vietnamese they  had encountered (pg. 1 3 ) .  The p o l i c y  
was changed a t  t h i s  t i m e  (pg. 2 7 ) .  Later on t h e  company 
found o u t  through t h e  grapevine  t h a t  t h e  k i l l i n g  was 
s topped because a h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t  f l y i n g  overhead s a w  a 
group o f  people  s h o t  and r ad ioed  back what he  s a w  (pg. 28 ) .  
A f t e r  t h e  b reak  a t  1 0 0 0  hours  they ga the red  a group o f  
between 50 and 75 people  and fo rced  them t o  l e a v e  t h e  
hamlet  (pgs .  1 3 ,  2 0 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  see any i n s t a n c e s  o f  
rape  i n v o l v i n g  HODGES whi l e  i n  Binh Tay (pg. 1 2 ) .  However, 
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he saw t h e  machinegun crew of  HUTSON, HUTTO and WRIGHT 
r ape  some young women (pgs.  11, 1 2 ) .  

c. Bodies observed i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

The w i t n e s s  saw approximately  100 bodies  i n  t h e  
v i l l a g e  t h a t  day (pg. 8 )  . These people  w e r e  i n  smal l  
groups (pg.  15)  . He saw -no . l a r g e  groups o f  bodies  
(pg. 1 5 ) .  BROOKS s e n t  back a body count  o v e r  t h e  r a d i o  
t h a t  i nc luded  a l l  t h e  women and c h i l d r e n  they  had k i l l e d  
(pg. 1 8 ) .  Over t h e  r a d i o  BROOKS d e s c r i b e d  t h e  dead a s  "VC" 
(pg.  1 8 ) .  PARTSCH d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  t h e  t o t a l  count  f o r  t h e  

p l a t o o n  (pg. 1 9 ) .  

d. Presence  of  BARKER. 

Approximately an hour  and a h a l f  i n t o  t h e  miss ion  
t h e  w i t n e s s  ,saw a  person  i n  a h e l i c o p t e r  wearing a wh i t e  
he lmet ,  whom he i d e n t i f i e d  as BARKER (pgs .  9 ,  1 6 ) .  A s  
BARKER w a s  f l y i n g  no h i g h e r  t han  tree t o p  leve l .  PARTSCH 
surmised t h a t  BARKER could  have seen  t h e  bod ie s  and burn ing  

N i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  (pgs.  1 0 ,  1 6 ) .  I t  d i d  n o t  s t r i k e  t h e  w i t n e s s  
k 7 l 
 a s  unusual  t h a t  BARKER was on t h e  company push t h a t  day 

(pgs . 1 7 ,  18 )  . He d i d  n o t  see any v i s i t i n g  o f f i c e r s  
"n l a n d  i n  a  h e l i c o p t e r  on t h e  1 6 t h  (pg. 2 0 ) .  
, -1  

e. F u r t h e r  a c t i o n s  on t h e  1 6 t h .  

The w i t n e s s  r e c a l l e d  t h e  chow break  as o c c u r r i n g  
a t  1 3 0 0  (pgs .  21, 2 2 ) .  PARTSCH d i d  n o t  know what they  
d i d  a f t e r  go ing  through My La i  (pg.  2 2 ) .  He remembered 
no more k i l l i n g ,  b u t  t h e r e  was some bu rn ing  (pg. 25) . 
Some s u s p e c t s  w e r e  s topped  by f i r i n g  ove r  t h e i r  heads 
(pg. 2 6 ) .  While he  r e c a l l e d  ~ a t i o n a l  P o l i c e  be ing  wi th  
them, he  d i d  n o t  s e e  them i n t e r r o g a t e  VC s u s p e c t s  (pgs. 24, 
2 5 ) .  

f. Act ions  on t h e  1 7 t h  and 1 8 t h .  

On t h e  1 7 t h  they  went th rough  some d e s e r t e d  
v i l l a g e s  and c a p t u r e d  f o u r  VC and a  nu r se  w i t h  documents 
(pg. 2 8 ) .  He r e c a l l e d  doing no more bu rn ing  i n  t h e s e  
v i l l a g e s ,  b u t  he  was c o n t r a d i c t e d  i n  t h i s  by h i s  d i a r y  
(pg. 2 9 ) .  On t h e  18 th  he  saw MEDINA f i r e  p r o g r e s s i v e l y  
c l o s e r  s h o t s  over  a s u s p e c t ' s  head t o  make him t a l k  (pg .30) .  
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This man took them t o  a  tunne l ,  b u t  they d i d  n o t  f i n d  
anything t h e r e  (pg. 30) . 
4. INQUIRIES AFTER THE ASSAULT. 

The wi tness  could n o t  r e c a l l  t h e  names of anyone 
who re turned  t o  LZ Dot t i e  aboard h i s  f l i g h t  (pg. 48) .  H i s  
d i a ry  had an e n t r y  s t a t i n g  t h a t  MGDINA he ld  a  meeting with 
t h e  platoon l e a d e r s  who i n  t u r n  met with t h e  squad l e a d e r s  
(pg. 39) .  The squad l e a d e r s  t o l d  t h e  men t h e r e  was going 
t o  be an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of MEDINA and what had happened on 
t h e  opera t ion  and they were n o t  t o  say anything (pgs. 30,32).  
H i s  squad l eader  s a i d  n o t  t o  l e t  anyone o u t s i d e  t h e  
p la toon hea r  about it and t h a t  they would be  b e t t e r  o f f  n o t  
t o  t a l k  about it (pg. 36) .  H i s  d i a r y  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  
was a  genera l  a t  t h e  LZ asking ques t ions  a t  t h e  time o f  t h e i r  
r e t u r n  (pgs. 30, 32) .  Nei ther  t h e  genera l  nor  anyone e l s e  0 ;  
asked ques t ions  of  PARTSCH a t  t h e  LZ (pg. 33) .  He observed I"-
t h i s  genera l  from a  d i s t a n c e  of 20 t o  25 f e e t  (pgs.  43, 48) .  L!.. 
The genera l  was t a l l  with a  medium b u i l d  and gray h a i r  
(pg. 34) .  H e  wore a s o f t  green cap, an OD s c a r f ,  and a q
p i s t o l  b e l t  with a .45 (pg. 48) .  The man had one s t a r  0-
and was i n  h i s  50 ' s  (pgs. 33, 4 8 )  . There were two bf f i c e r s  
with the g e n e r a l ,  one o f  whom t h e  wi tness  i d e n t i f i e d  a s  
BARKER (pgs. 34, 43, 4 9 )  . BARKER was probably a head 
s h o r t e r  t h a n  t h e  genera l  (?g. 4 9 )  . On being shown t w o  
p i c t u r e s  of o f f i c e r s  t h e  wl tness  i d e n t i f i e d  General YOUNG 
as  t h e  genera l  he saw (pgs . 50, 51) . Neither  YOUNG nor t h e  
o f f i c e r s  with him quest ioned anyone while  t h e  wi tness  was 
t h e r e  (pg. 43) . PARTSCH d i d  no t  r e c o l l e c t  see ing  Colonel 
HENDERSON a t  LZ Dot t i e  a t  t h i s  time (pg. 34) .  He d i d  n o t  
remember MEDINA g e t t i n g  t h e  company t o g e t h e r  a s  a group t o  
t e l l  them t h e r e  was going t o  be an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  (pg. 35) .  
Other than h i s  squad l e a d e r  no one t o l d  him t o  keep q u i e t  
about t h e  opera t ion  (pgs.  35, 36) .  However, MEDINA t a l k e d  
BERNHARDT o u t  of w r i t i n g  h i s  congressman (pgs. 32, 33) . 
The wi tness  never spoke t o  an i n v e s t i g a t i n g  o f f i c e r  and 
knew of  no one who d i d  (pg. 35) . He heard no mention 
of an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  a f t e r  t h e  18th  (pg. 35) . PARTSCH d i d  
n o t  know why information about  t h e  i n c i d e n t  was n o t  re-
ceived be fo re  November 1969 (pg. 40) . 
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5. OTHER INFORMATION. 

a. Raping p o l i c y  w i t h i n  C Company. 

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  BROOKS, SCHIEL, and 
BUCHANON knew about  t h e  r apes  C Company committed i n  t h e  
Vietnamese v i l l a g e s ,  b u t  they  d i d  no th ing  about  it (pg. 1 9 )  . 
MEDINA orde red  t h e  men t o  l e a v e  women a lone  and PARTSCH 
never  saw MEDINA m i s t r e a t  any female Vietnamese (pgs.  20, 
4 3 ) .  The w i t n e s s  c i t e d  an i n s t a n c e  where BROOKS had 
w a i t e d  i n  l i n e  w i t h  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  men t o  en joy  a woman 
who w a s  d i s cove red  wh i l e  t h e  company was on p a t r o l  nea r  
a v i l l a g e  (pgs .  37, 3 8 ) .  This  probably w a s  n o t  r ape  be- 
cause  he  h e a r d  no screaming from t h e  woman, who may have 
been a w i l l i n g  p a r t i c i p a n t  (pg. 4 8 ) .  He hea rd  t h a t  
CALLEY , t o o ,  had engaged i n  s i m i l a r  a c t i v i t y  (pg. 3 8 )  . 
BUCHANON s t a t e d  t h e  fo l lowing  i n  r e g a r d  t o  r apes :  "They 
g o t  t o  g e t  it some p l a c e ,  they  might a s  w e l l  g e t  it i n  t h e  
v i l l a g e "  (pg.  1 9 ) .  To t h o s e  involved  i n  r a p e s  it d i d  n o t  
matter whether  o r  n o t  t h e  v i l l a g e  was f r i e n d l y  (pg. 36 ) .  
Many o f  t h e  men involved  i n  r apes  were t h e  same people  
who l i k e d  t o  rough up o l d  men (pg. 3 6 ) .  

A t t i t u d e  of  C/1/20 toward t h e  Vietnamese. 

C Company cons idered  i t s e l f  a hardcore  group and 
would d e s t r o y  p rope r ty  o r  ransack  a v i l l a g e  a t  w i l l  
(pg. 5 2 ) .  The p l a toon  l e a d e r s  s a w  t h i s  b u t  d i d  no th ing  
t o  p r e v e n t  it (pg.  53) . When CALLEY was PARTSCH' s  p l a toon  
l e a d e r ,  CALLEY jo ined  t h e  men i n  t h i s  t ype  a c t i v i t y .  The 
w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  CALLEY was n o t  a ve ry  good p l a toon  
l e a d e r ,  because he  behaved no d i f f e r e n t l y  t h a n  t h e  men 
(pg* 5 3 ) .  

c. Reasons f o r  the My L a i  i n c i d e n t .  

PARTSCH d i d  n o t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  men k i l l e d  
because they  f e l t  themselves  under o r d e r s  t o  do s o  (pg. 38) . 
Some men, l i k e  CROSSLEY, d i d  i t  t o  s e e  what it would be  l i k e  
t o  k i l l  peop le  (pgs .  38, 3 9 ) .  Some d i d  it t o  s e e  people  
d i e  (pg. 38) . Others  k i l l e d  f o r  revenge (pg. 3 9 )  . H e  
cou ld  t h i n k  o f  no o t h e r  p o s s i b l e  mo t iva t ion  (pg. 4 0 ) .  
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d. Miscellaneous. 

(1)BERllIiAXDT s t a t e d  t h a t  what they d i d  i n  
t h e  v i l l a g e  was wrong and should have been stopped 
(pg- 27) 

( 2 )  The wi tness  never heard of  a s i m i l a r  
i n c i d e n t  occurr ing  i n  B/4/3's a rea  (pg. 36).  

(3)  PARTSCH r e c a l l e d  no o t h e r  i n s t a n c e  o f  
noncombatants being k i l l e d  (pg . 45)  . 

( 4 )  He knew of no one who was under t h e  
in f luence  of  marijuana on t h e  day of t h e  opera t ion ,  
and he r e c a l l e d  no ins tances  of  men going i n t o  combat 
while  high on marijuana (pg. 4 2 )  . 

(5)  The wi tness  once saw MEDINA prevent  t h e  men 
from bea t ing  a PW (pg . 4 3)  . U 

@! 

( 6 )  PARTSCH never e n t e r t a i n e d  any i d e a s  of 
w r i t i n g  h i s  congressman about t h e  My Lai  a f f a i r  (pg. 4 0 )  . 
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(The h e a r i n g  was reconvened a t  1400 hour s ,  30 
January 19 70. ) 

MR WEST: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  

RCDR : The fo l lowing  persons  a r e  p r e s e n t :  MR WEST, MAJ 
ZYCHOWSKI, and MAG COOP. 

The n e x t  w i t n e s s  i s  M r .  Thomas R. PARTSCH. 

(MR PARTSCH w a s  c a l l e d  a s  a  w i t n e s s ,  was . 
sworn, and t e s t i f i e d  a s  fo l lows: )  

P l e a s e  s t a t e  your  f u l l  name, occupa t ion ,  and ad- 
d r e s s .  

A. Thomas Richard PARTSCH . I 'm unemployed r i g h t  now. 
I l i v e  a t  647 Lindon Avenue, Johnstown, ~ e n n s y l v a n i a .  

MR WEST: M r .  PARTSCH, have you looked a t  ~ x h i b i t  M-57 which 
has  i n fo rma t ion  about  t h e  n a t u r e  and purpose of this i n q u i r y ?  

A. Y e s ,  I have. 

Q. Have you r e c e i v e d  an o r d e r  i n  t h e  c o u r t - m a r t i a l  
c a s e s  of t h e  United S t a t e s  v. Ca l ley  o r  t h e  Uni ted S t a t e s  v. 
l . i i tchel l?  Th i s  would have been an ordei- froin t h e  m i l i t a r y  
judge having t o  do w i t h  d i s c u s s i n g  f a c t s  concerning My Lai .  

A. Y e s ,  I have. 

Q - I ask  you t h i s  i n  o r d e r  t o  a d v i s e  you t h a t  it i s  
w i t h i n  t h e  scope of  t h a t  o r d e r  f o r  you t o  come h e r e  and tes-
t i f y .  Also t h e  f a c t  t h a t  you a r e  h e r e ,  and g i v e  tes t imony,  
and are asked n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  it does n o t  a f f e c t  t h e  a p p l i -  
c a b i l i t y  of tha t  o r d e r  i n  any way. 

For  t h e  r eco rd ,  M r .  PARTSCH, w e r e  you a member o f  
t h e  United S t a t e s  Army on 16 March 1968? 

A. Y e s ,  I w a s .  

Q- Would you t e l l  us your  g rade ,  your  du ty  ass ignment ,  
and your  p l a c e  of duty? 

A. I w a s  an  SP4. It  was i n  South Vietnam. 
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Q And t h e  organiza t ion?  

A. 1 1 t h  Brigade, America1 Divis ion.  

Q What company were you i n ?  

C/1/20. 

A t  t h a t  time was C/1/20 p a r t  of Task Force Barker? 

A. Yes, it was. 

Q . When d i d  you f i r s t  h e a r  of t h e  planned combat as-
s a u l t  upon My Lai ( 4 ) ?  

A. The n i g h t  before .  

Q Was t h i s  on t h e  occasion of  t h e  b r i e f i n g  of t h e  
company by Captain MEDINA? 

A. Yes, it was. 
cXa 

Can you t e l l  us  t o  t h e  b e s t  t h a t  you can r e c a l l  F-
Q *  L a  
what Captain MEDINA t o l d  t h e  company t h a t  evening? 

A. He s a i d  t h a t  we have a b i g  mission f o r  t h e  next  a 
day, t h a t  w e  were going t o  go t o  an a rea  where w e  were be- 01 

f o r e  t h a t  we g o t  f i r e  from, and t h a t  when w e  go i n  we  w e r e  
supposed t o  expect  r e s i s t a n c e  when w e  went i n .  H e  s a i d  t h a t  
t h i s  would be a good time to--we h a d n ' t  seen  much a c t i o n ,  much 
combat, and he s a i d  t h i s  might be t h e  b i g  one we 'd have. And 
another  he s a i d ,  you can t a k e  revenge o u t  f o r  t h e  o t h e r  guys 
t h a t  had been h i t ,  because w e  d i d  have some guys h i t  i n  t h a t  
a r e a  a couple ~f  weeks be fo re .  

Q Was he perhaps r e f  e r r i n g ,  among o t h e r  t h i n g s ,  t o  
t h e  company g e t t i n g  i n t o  a minef ie ld  a s h o r t  time b e f o r e  t h i s ?  

A. Yes, and i n  another  a r e a  two o r  t h r e e  of  our guys 
g o t  s h o t .  We had a  mission be fo re  t h a t .  

Q Did you know Sergeant  COX who g o t  k i l l e d  2 o r  3 
days before  t h i s ?  

A. I know t h e  name, b u t  I d i d n ' t  know him personal ly .  
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Q - Did you come over from Hawaii with C/1/20? 

A.  Yes, with t h e  advance pa r ty .  

Q We've had o t h e r  evidence which i n d i c a t e d  up t o  t h i s  
t ime Char l i e  Company had s u f f e r e d  q u i t e  a f e w  c a s u a l t i e s  from 
s n i p e r  f i r e  and g e t t i n g  i n t o  a minef ie ld ,  booby t r a p s ,  b u t  
had never r e a l l y  come t o  g r i p e s  with--gotten i n  a r e a l  b i g  f i r e  
f i g h t  . 
A. No, we hadn ' t .  

Q A t  t h i s  time they were g e t t i n g  p r e t t y  f r u s t r a t e d .  

A. Yes, some of t h e  guys.... 

Q Did Captain MEDINA say how long t h i s  opera t ion  
was t o  last? 

A. I d?n ' t  r e c a l l  how long it was going t o  take.  I 
th ink  he j u s t  s a i d  a day, I th ink .  I d o n ' t  remember i f  he 
s a i d  w e  were going t o  s t a y  o u t  t h a t  n i g h t .  

Q; Actual ly  t h e  mission took 3 days f o r  Char l i e  Com-
pany 

A. Yes. 

Q - I wondered i f  he mentioned anything about t h a t  a t  
t h e  t i m e .  I t  i s  q u i t e  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  he d i d n ' t - - t h a t  they 
weren' t s u r e  how long they were going t o  s t a y .  

A. Yes. I d o n ' t  remember him saying how long. 

Q D o  you remember him saying anything about t h e  
orders  from higher  headquarters?  

A. He s a i d  something about the v i l l a g e ,  t h a t  they 
s e n t  a h e l i c o p t e r  i n  t o  t e l l  t h e  people t h a t  the  company was 
coming i n  t h e  next  day and, i f  they  had nothing t o  do with t h e  
VC, t o  l eave  t h e  v i l l a g e  because t h e  company was coming i n  t o  
des t roy  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

\ 

Q. Did he say anything about t h e  people who remained 
behind? 
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A. H e  s a i d  if anybody was l e f t  they  were considered 
V C t s ,  and our orders  were t o  des t roy  t h e  v i l l a g e  and every-
th ing  i n  it. 

Q Did you t a k e  t h i s  t o  inc lude  t h e  people ,  t h e  V i e t -
namese people,  t h a t  were l e f t  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Yes, he s a i d  everything.  A l l  t h e  people t h a t  were 
l e f t  were supposed t o  be VC. 

& I f  I remember, i f  I understand you c o r r e c t l y ,  you 
were i n  t h e  2d Platoon. 

A. Yes. 

Q And were you i n  Sergeant SCHIEL's squad? 

A. Yes, I was. 

& Was t h a t  t h e  second squad? 

A, Yes. 

Q Afte r  t h e  b r i e f i n g  by Captain MEDINA d i d  you t a l k  
i t  over  wi th  the  o t h e r  men i n  t h e  squad? What I 'm wondering 
i s  d id  they g e t  t h e  same impression of t h e  o rde r s  a s  you d i d ,  
t h a t  everybody i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  would be VC? 

A. They d i 6  say they  c o u l d n ' t  w a i t  u n t i l  they g o t  
the re .  We might be a b l e  t o  g e t  i n t o  a r e a l  good f i r e  f i g h t ,  
you know. A l o t  of guys were anxious t o  g e t  i n t ~some ac t ion .  

& Did they g e t  t h e  same impression,  t h a t  everybody
t h e r e  would be VC and that--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  Yeah, I th ink  they  d i d .  

Q .  When he s a i d  des t roy  everyth ing ,  t h a t  inc luded the 
people? 

A. Y e s .  

(MR WALSH and COL FRANKLIN en te red  the hear ing .  ) 

Q - I be l i eve  i n  your s ta tement  t o  t h e  C I D  agent  you 
made t h e  s ta tement ,  "Everything was t o  be des t royed,  and this 
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would i n c l u d e  a l l  people ,  l i v e s t o c k ,  and t h e  burn ing  of t h e  
v i l l a g e .  " L e t ' s  go t o  the n e x t  morning now, M r .  PARTSCH, 
t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  l i f t  i n t o  t h e  l and ing  zone. You have i n  f r o n t  
of you now an en l a rged  v e r t i c a l  a e r i a l  photograph which shows 
t h e  hamlet  of My ~ a i( 4 )  i n  the c e n t e r  and the sur rounding  
v i c i n i t y .  This  i s  E x h i b i t  P - l .  The photograph 1s o r i e n t e d  so 
t h i s  is  t o  t h e  no r th .  On your  r i g h t  i s  t o  t h e  e a s t  i n  t h e  
d i r e c t i o n  of  t h e  ch ina  Sea. The s c a l e  of  t h e  map i s  1 inch  e q u a l s  
about  80 meters .  Y o u ' l l  n o t i c e  on your l e f t  i s  a  map 
w i t h  t h e  s c a l e  1:25,000 which has  been admi t ted  i n t o  ev idence  
as E x h i b i t  MAP-4.  

(MR WEST o r i e n t e d  t h e  w i t n e s s  on P-1 and MAP-4.) 

Could you t e l l  u s ,  does t h i s  look f a m i l i a r  t o  you? 

A. Yes, t h i s  map h e r e  ( E x h i b i t  MAP-4). I d i d  see a 
map. 

&. 
r i g h t  on 

You, may n o t i c e  on t h e  w a l l s  behind you,  t o  your 
t h e  w a l l ,  t h e  r i g h t  r e a r ,  i s  a s k e t c h  made by t h e  

Engineer  Corp of My L a i  ( 4 )  ( l a t e r  r e c e i v e d  i n  ev idence  as 
E x h i b i t  MAP-8) i n  which they  have p l aced  t h e  b u i l d i n g s ,  many 
of  which are now i n  a s t a t e  of d e s t r u c t i o n .  You can s e e  b u i l d -  
i n g s ,  w e l l s ,  and o t h e r  f e a t u r e s  of t h e  hamle t ,  a long  with t h e  
v e g e t a t i o n  i n d i c a t e d  and c u l t i v a t e d  a r e a .  

To your  l e f t  on t h e  f a r  w a l l  i s  a l a r g e r  a r t i s t ' s  
s k e t c h  of t h e  hamlet  of  My L a i  ( 4 )  ( n o t  r e c e i v e d  i n  ev idence ) .  
And t o  your  l e f t  r e a r  i s  a s k e t c h  of  a l i t t l e  subhamlet  of  
Binh Tay ( n o t  r e c e i v e d  i n  ev idence)  which l ies  d i r e c t l y  n o r t h  
of the nor thwes t -  co rne r  of My Lai  ( 4 )  about  400 meters .  I f  
you r e f e r  back t o  P-1 you see Binh Tay r i g h t  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  
I show you t h i s  because t h e  2d P la toon ,  w e  know from p r i o r  
t es t imony,  a f t e r  going through t h e  nor thwes t  c o r n e r  of My 
L a i  ( 4 )  , moved up i n t o  Binh Tay. A l l  r i g h t ,  M r .  PARTSCH, can 
you t e l l  us what you remember of  t h e  e v e n t s  t h a t  occur red  
a f t e r  you g o t  o u t  of t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  on t h e  l and ing  zone on 
the morning of 16 March 1968? 

A. W e l l ,  when we landed it was a l r e a d y  secu red  and 
a f t e r  t h e  second l i f t  came i n  everybody was t h e r e .  The p la -  
toon l e a d e r s  and squad l e a d e r s  l i n e d  everybody up i n  l i n e ,  and 
w e  were supposed t o  move through on l i n e .  
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Q - Your p la toon l e a d e r  was? 

A. Lieutenant  BROOKS. 

Q And your p la toon se rgean t?  

A. Sergeant  BUCHANON . 
Q Okay. 

A. We g o t  on l i n e .  I was i n  t h e  f a r  left-hand--

Q - ( In te rpos ing)  What was your p a r t i c u l a r  duty? 

A. I was a grenade launcher .  

Q You had an M-79? 

A. Yes. a d  they  s a i d  t o  s t a r t  pushing through. W e  
s t a r t e d  t o  go i n  t h e r e .  W e  d i d n ' t  s e e  any people. Our pla-
toon d i d n ' t  anyhow, and a f t e r  w e  g o t  i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  t h e r e  
was some l i t t l e  hamlets ,  hootches;  and some of t h e  animals. 
They s t a r t e d  t o  shoot  t h e  animals,  and we  g o t  up a l i t t l e  fur -
t h e r ,  and t h e  people s t a r t e d  coming o u t ,  and they  s t a r t e d  t o  
shoot  them. A l o t  of t h e  people were p u t t i n g  t h e i r  hands up 
and y e l l i n g ,  and t h e  guys s t i l l  s h o t  them down. 

Q.. NGW a3 y ~ i i rplatoon rnovz.2 thrqugh, would,ycu say  
they were under t h e  c o n t r o l  and superv i s ion  of t h e  p la toon 
l e a d e r  and t h e  NCO's? 

A .  No, I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h e  platoon was i n  c o n t r o l  of  
t h e  p la toon l e a d e r ,  r e a l l y ,  n o t  even a squad l e a d e r ,  because 
by t h e  time we-go t  i n  a l i t t l e  f u r t h e r  everyone s t a r t e d  t o  
g e t  mixed up and go t h e i r  own way. 

Q A t  t he  o u t s e t  a t  l e a s t  they s t a r t e d  o u t  under con-
t r o l ?  

A. We s t a r t e d  o u t  under c o n t r o l .  A s  w e  g o t  i n  a lit-
t l e  f u r t h e r  some of t h e  guys i n  t h e  f i r s t  squad were over  i n  
t h e  t h i r d  squad a rea  and t h e  second squad. They s t a r t e d  t o  
g e t  mixed up a l i t t l e  b i t .  
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Q How were they opera t ing  a s  they  went through? 
Were they searching  t h e  hootches? 

A. Yes, we searched t h e  tunne l s .  They threw grenades 
i n  'the tunnels  a s  they passed them, and as  you passed--if a 
w e l l  was t h e r e  you would throw a dead animal down it  o r  some-
t h i n g  . 
Q Did they  t ake  time t o  s e t  any f i r e s ?  

A. Not a t  t h e  t ime,  no. The weapons squad was behind 
us. A s  they went through they  were supposed t o  burn the  v i l -
l age .  

Q How about t h e  3d Platoon? Was t h a t  a l s o  t h e i r  mis-
s i o n ?  

A. I ' m  n o t  s u r e .  

Q Anyway, i t  wasn 't t h e  2d Platoon mission.  You 
d i d n ' t  t a k e  t i m e  t o  burn I ga the r?  

A. No, I d i d n ' t  burn any of  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q. D i d  you s e e  any groups of people t h a t  were s h o t  
down? People who were huddled t o g e t h e r  and s h o t  down? There 
was one i n c i d e n t  wi th  8 t o  11 people.  ROSCHEVITZ was t h e  
l e a d e r ,  shoot ing  a t  them. D i d  you s e e  t h i s ?  

A. No, I d i d n ' t .  

Q Please  go ahead. You were a t  t h e  p o i n t  where t h e  
squads were g e t t i n g  a l i t t l e  disorganized.  Were they s t i l l  
cont inuing t o  sea rch  and k i l l  people a s  they  saw them? 

A. Yes, they s t a r t e d  t o  move a l l  t h e  way up. Some-
t i m e s  the  l ieutenant--we'd g o t  a c a l l  from t h e  CO t o  t r y  t o  
keep the guys more i n  l i n e .  Some of them were g e t t i n g  ahead 
of t h e  l i n e ,  and some of them were f a l l i n g  back. We t r i e d  t o  
s t a y  on l i n e  a s  b e s t  we could.  

Q- You say  the  CO. Did you mean MEDINA? 

A. Yes, and he g o t  t h e  p la toon l e a d e r ,  who radioed  t o  
h i s  squad l e a d e r s  t o  t r y  t o  keep t h e  guys i n  l i n e .  They d id  
it for a whi le  then  they s t a r t e d  going back again ,  mixing up. 
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Q About hbw f a r  i n t o  My Lai ( 4 )  d id  t h e  p la toon go? 

A. I ' m  n o t  r e a l l y  sure .  A s  you walk i n  t h e r e  you g e t  
a l i t t l e  mixed up. I remember walking sometime on a t r a i l .  
I d o n ' t  know, it must be t h i s  t r a i l  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  . We were on 
t h i s  s e c t i o n  of t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q - There was a t r a i l  along t h e  edge of My Lai  ( 4 ) .  

A. And I w a s  somewhere around i n  t h i s  s e c t i o n  h e r e  
( i n d i c a t i n g )  a s  we moved through along t h e  t r a i l ,  because 
I was moving through t h e  r i c e  paddies. 

Q - We've had testimony i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  t h e  p la toon
covered t h e  northwest corner  and pushed about halfway through 
and l e f t  My Lai  ( 4 )  a t  a p o i n t  about midway on t h e  nor th  
boundary o r  border  of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  t h e  hamlet. During t h e  
t i m e  you were i n  My Lai  ( 4 )  i t s e l f ,  how many dead Vietnamese 
people d i d  you see?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember going t o  t h i s  v i l l a g e  a t  a l l ,  b u t  
I remember see ing  a good many people being k i l l e d .  I d o n ' t  
remember i f  we walked back through o r  not .  I t  seemed l i k e  it 
was a l l  one v i l l a g e  a f t e r  a whi le ,  b u t  I remember see ing  ap-
proximately 100 people. 

Q. Now, up t o  t h i s  t i m e  had t h e  platoon encountered 
any r e s i s t a n c e  a t  a l l ?  Any h o s t i l e  f i r e ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know, b u t  a h e l i c o p t e r  was c i r c l i n g ,  and he 
radioed down t o  t e l l  us t h e r e  was a VC running--there were 
two wi th  weapons. 

Q. Before t h a t ,  a f t e r  you landed and s t a r t e d  through
My Lai? 

A. No, no r e s i s t a n c e .  

Q - Any of t h e  c iv i l ians- - they  appeared t o  be c i v i l i a n s  
anyway--that were s h o t  down, d i d  you s e e  them o f f e r  any re-
s i s t a n c e  a t  a l l ?  

A. No. 

Q - Did t h e  people inc lude  women and ch i ld ren?  
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A. Yes, they d id .  

Q Would you go on and t e l l  us now about t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  
and t h e  two VC? 

A, R i g h t - We radioed o u t ,  and w e  went o u t  t h e r e  and 
saw--I d o n ' t  know who s h o t  them down, i f  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  s h o t  
them down--

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  Well, t h e  evidence we have i s  t h a t  
two VC were k i l l e d  by gunship f i r e ,  and they were ou t  i n  t h e  
r i c e  paddy nor th  and a l i t t l e  e a s t  of My Lai ( 4 )  , 400 o r  500 
meters o u t .  We have evidence t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  squad l e d  t h e  
way. The whole platoon went ou t .  F i r s t  squad l e d  the way, 
and Lieutenant  BROOKS was about the second man i n  the  column. 
The o t h e r s  were spread  ou t .  Did you s e e  t h e  dead VC and any 
weapons ? 

A .  Yes, I s a w  t h e  dead VC, and I saw t h e  weapons a l s o .  

Q Do you remember a h e l i c o p t e r  overhead? 

A.  Yes, I do. 

Q *  Was t h e r e  any markings on t h e  h e l i c o p t e r ?  

No, I d o n ' t  remember. 

Q - D i d  you n o t i c e  any h e l i c o p t e r s  t h a t  day t h a t  had a 
shark pa in ted  on t h e  nose? 

A. Some of t h e  h e l i c o p t e r s  d i d  have des igns  w r i t t e n  
on them, b u t  I d o n ' t  remember. 

Q. You s t a t e d  t o  t h e  C I D  .agent t h a t  you had seen 
Colonel BARKER'S h e l i c o p t e r  t h a t  day. Had you seen i t  e a r l i e r ?  

A. Well, when we went through t h i s  v i l l a g e  I was 
p r e t t y  c l o s e  t o  t h e  r a d i o ,  and we could hea r  t h e  CO and them 
t a l k i n g .  We heard t h a t  Colonel BARKER was f l y i n g  around, 
and every time we used t o  s e e  him he always wore a white  hel-
met. H e  used t o  s i t  r i g h t  near  t h e  edge where the  gun guys 
used t o  s l t ,  t h e  machinegunner, and we d i d  s e e  a h e l i c o p t e r  
wi th  a  guy wi th  a  whi te  h a t .  
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Q I s e e .  He was down low enough t o  s e e  t h e  whi te  
he lmet ?  

A. . He always used t o  f l y  p r e t t y  low down. 

Q A t  what a l t i t u d e  would you say?  

A * .  A l i t t l e  h igher  than  t r e e  l i n e .  

Q- J u s t  about t h e  t r e e t o p s ?  

A. Yes. 

Q When d i d  you f i r s t  s e e  h i m  t h a t  morning? For 
example, when you formed on l i n e  be fo re  moving i n t o  My Lai  (4 )?  

A. No, we w a s  i n  a l i t t l e  b i t  f u r t h e r .  

Q. Was it about t h e  time you f i r s t  began t o  s e e  some 
Vietnamese people i n  t h e r e ?  

A.  No, I th ink  it was a l i t t l e  a f t e r  w e ' d  s een  the 
people.  We were i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  f o r  a f a i r l y  long t i m e .  I t  
was a l i t t l e  d i s t ance .  

Q - This was be fo re  you went t o  p ick  up t h e  weapons? 

A.  Yes. 

Q Afte r  you picked up t h e  weapons, do you r e c a l l  
what t h e  platoon d i d  next?  

A. I d o n ' t  know whether w e  came back t o  this v i l l a g e  
o r  went around a l i t t l e  b i t .  We came back wi th  the weapons. 
We took a break. 

Q Well, you s a i d  t h a t  it a l l  seemed l i k e  one--

A ,  ( In te rpos ing)  ' One v i l l a g e ,  yes .  

Q W e  have an abundance of evidence t h a t  a f t e r  t h e  
platoon picked up t h e  two weapons, they moved o f f  t o  t h e  north-
west  i n t o  t h i s  l i t t l e  subhamlet which is c a l l e d  Binh Tay, 
and they continued t o  opera te  a s  they had i n  My Lai ( 4 ) .  To 
jog your memory, do you remember see ing  a group of about 1 5  
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t o  16 people  most ly ,  i f  n o t  a l l ,  women and c h i l d r e n ,  g i r l s ,  
assembled i n  a l i t t l e  c l e a r i n g  h e r e  and something happening 
t o  t h e s e  people?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember t h a t .  

(1. D i d  you know ROSCHEVITZ? He was a l s o  a g r e n a d i e r
i n  t h e  f i r s t  squad,  I th ink .  

A. Yes, he  was heavy s e t ,  yes .  

Q- Do you remember anyth ing  about  ROSCHEVITZ and t h i s  
l i t t l e  group of  people  i n  Binh Tay? 

A. I d i d n ' t  s e e  him a l l  du r ing  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  u n t i l  
w e  s e t  up. 

Q. We've had a good b i t  of tes t imony t h a t  a number 
of men i n  t h e  2d P la toon  had a p r a c t i c e  when t h e y  went i n t o  
a hamlet  w i t h  Vietnamese women t h a t  t hey  would have i n t e r -
course  w i t h  t h e  women. They w e r e  r aped  i f  necessary .  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Did you s e e  any r a p e s  t h e r e  t h a t  morning e i t h e r  
back i n  My L a i  ( 4 )  o r  up i n  Binh Tay? 

A. Y e s ,  I d id .  

Q Would you t e l l  us about  t h a t ,  p l e a s e ?  

A. A s  we went through we come a c r o s s  some of t h e  
hootches .  There was some young women s e t t i n g  t h e r e .  One o r  
two had a l i t t l e  c h i l d  w i t h  them. You know, t h e y  used t o  
ho ld  t h e  l i t t l e  k i d s ,  and a couple  o f  guys would go over  t h e r e ,  
t a k e  t h e  l i t t l e  b a b i e s  o f f ,  and g i v e  them t o  t h e  l i t t l e r  k i d s  
funning around. They fo rced  them i n t o  a hootch o r  on t h e  
s m a l l  porch t h a t  they  had and r a p e  them. 

Q. How many i n s t a n c e s  of t h i s  d i d  you s e e ?  

A. I only remember t h e  one i n s t a n c e .  

Q- Do you remember who w a s  involved?  
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A. A machinegun squad. 

Q. Was t h i s  HUTSON, HUTTO? 

A. Yes, it was them. That crew, yes.  

Q - I ' v e  f o r g o t t e n  who t h e  t h i r d  man was. L e t ' s  s e e ,  
was HUTSON t h e  machinegunner, HUTTO t h e  a s s i s t a n t ,  and an 
m u n i t i o n  bea re r  I th ink .  Was t h a t  CROSSLEY? 

A .  No. I c a n ' t  t h ink  of him e i t h e r ,  b u t  they  weren ' t  
considered machinegunner, a s s i s t a n t ,  and ammo beare r .  They 
used t o  t ake  tu rns .  Whoever was ca r ry ing  the  gun a t  t h e  t i m e  
was t h e  machinegunner. They changed. 

Q - WRIGHT? 

A .  WRIGHT, yes ,  sir.  

Q. How about i n  t h i s  o t h e r  l i t t l e  p lace  of Binh Tay? 
Did you s e e  any i n s t a n c e s  of rape  involving Sergeant  HODGES 
and s e v e r a l  men who raped a g i r l  here? 

A. NO, I d o n ' t  remember any. 

Q. We've had evidence t h a t  a s  many as seven rapes
occurred up i n  t h i s  hamlet. 

A. No, I d o n ' t  remember Sergeant  HODGES. 


Q - Do you remember any o t h e r  men involved i n  rapes?  


A. ~ e l i ,I d o n ' t  know. Two o r  t h r e e  guys d i d  it, b u t  
t h a t ' s  what they used t o  do. 

Q. Did you hea r  an order  t o  s t o p  t h e  k i l l i n g  dur ing  
t h e  morning? 

A. Yes. 

Q. -Where were you a t  that time with r e l a t i o n  t o  Lieu-
t e n a n t  BROOKS? 

A. I was c l o s e  t o  him. 
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Q • Did you hea r  him g i v e  t h e  o r d e r ?  

A.  Yeah. 

Q- Do you remember what he  s a i d ?  

A .  H e  t o l d  the squad l e a d e r s  t o  g e t  t h e i r  men to-
g e t h e r  and s t o p  f i r i n g ,  and I t h i n k  he s a i d  g a t h e r  t h e  people  
up. We were supposed t o  t e l l  them t o  l e a v e  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  be-
cause  w e  d i d  s t o p  i n  a  road.  I d o n ' t  know which way it went 
b u t  w e  were on t h i s  road ,  and t h e r e  was a group of people .  
Maybe 50 people  was i n  t h e  group. W e  t o l d  them t o  l eave  the 
v i l l a g e ,  t o  go t o  ano the r  v i l l a g e .  

Q. We've had tes t imony t h a t  t h e  o r d e r  came i n  wh i l e  
t h e  p l a t o o n  w a s  h e r e  i n  Binh Tay, and a f t e r  t h a t  t h e  p l a toon  
d i d n ' t  k i l l  any more people .  U p  u n t i l  t h a t  t i m e  they method- 
i c a l l y  k i l l e d  eve ry  Vietnamese person they  came upon. 

A. Y e s .  

Q. When t h e  o r d e r  came i n  t h e y  s topped.  I want t o  
check something w i t h  you. Our ev idence  i s  up till t h i s  p o i n t  
t h e  p l a t o o n  h a d n ' t  t aken  any p r i s o n e r s  o r  d e t a i n e d  anybody? 

A. N o ,  they  d i d n ' t .  

Q. A f t e r  t h a t  t hen  the p l a toon  rounded up people  and 
s e n t  them away o f f  somewhere o u t s i d e  t h e  a r e a .  

A. Y e s .  

Q e  
 -We've had o t h e r  evidence i n d i c a t i n g  that t h e  o r d e r  
came w h i l e  t hey  were i n  Binh Tay h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) ,  and they  
rounded up 50, 6 0 ,  70 people  and s e n t  them o f f  somewhere i n .  a  
southwest  d i r e c t i o n .  Does t h i s  f i t  i n  w i t h  your  r e c o l l e c t i o n ?  

A. Y e s ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  remember--

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I unders tand.  

A. But I remember when we g o t  t h e  o r d e r  t o  s t o p ,  w e  
d i d  send a group of people  down a road.  I t  had a s i g n  on t o p  
of it. A s  you come o u t  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e  it was l i k e  w r i t i n g  on 
t h e  t o p ,  what t h e  name o f  t h e  hamlet  was. We s e n t  them up 
t h a t  way. 
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Q This i s  M r .  WALSH who v i s i t e d  My L a i  and the, 
v i c i n i t y  j u s t  r e c e n t l y .  

A. Y e s .  

MR WALSH: I wonder, M r .  PARTSCH, you mentioned e a r l i e r  about 
a r a d i o  t ransmiss ion  e a r l y  i n  the opera t ion  when Colonel 
BARKER was overhead. I wonder i f  you can r e c a l l  any' of those 
t ransmissions ? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember what he was saying.  Sometimes 
t h e r e  was a l o t  of s t a t i c  on it. Sometimes w e  c o u l d n ' t  g e t  
c l e a r  r ecep t ion  wi th  our  r a d i o  and t h e  h e l i c o p t e r .  

Q. Could you h e a r  t h e  t ransmiss ion  t h a t  came through
before  t h e  o r d e r  t o  s t o p  k i l l i n g  was given? 

A. I remember Captain MEDINA c a l l i n g  t h e  l i e u t e n a n t  
and asking him, "What i n  t h e  h e l l  i s  going on over t h e r e ? "  
That ' s  a l l  he s a i d  because he t o l d  me t o  g e t  away from t h e  
r a d i o  a f t e r  t h a t .  He t a l k e d  t o  t h e  cap ta in  a f t e r  t h a t .  I 
remember when he s a i d  t h a t ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  know what he was re-
f e r r i n g  t o .  

Q In  o t h e r  words you heard a  t ransmiss ion  from Cap- ( 

t a i n  MEDINA saying ,  "What t h e  h e l l  i s  going on over  the re?"  and 
a t  t h a t  p o i n t  Lieutenant  BROOKS t o l d  you t o  g e t  away from t h e  
radio?  

A. Yes. Well, a l l  t h a t  they  t e l l  you is t o  move away 
from t h e  r a d i o  when t h e y ' r e  t a l k i n g  t o  t h e  CO. 

Q You d i d n ' t  hea r  what Lieutenant BROOKS' r e p l y  
was ? 

No, I d i d n ' t .  

& Was it immediately t h e r e a f t e r  t h a t  Lieutenant  
BROOKS passed t h e  word t o  s t o p  k i l l i n g  people? 

A. I d o n ' t  know i f  t h a t  was--

MR WEST: ( In te rpos ing)  Could t h a t  have been when t h e  squads 
were disorganized e a r l i e r ?  
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A. I t  might have been t h a t  t ransmiss ion ,  b u t  he s a i d  
t h a t  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  might have seen b e t t e r  and they' might 
have re layed down. The guys were d isorganized ,  t h a t  may have-- 
I d o n ' t  remember. 

MR WALSH: Do you remember a t  any time s h o r t l y  be fo re  re-
ce iv ing  t h e  o rde r s  t o  s t o p  k i l l i n g  people? Did you s e e  any 
group of maybe 10 o r  15 women and c h i l d r e n  dead i n  a group? 

A. I can remember see ing  smal l  groups of people being 
dead, b u t  I d o n ' t  remember see ing  l a r g e  groups. 

COL FRANKLIN: Did you ever  hea r  t h e  command "Stop k i l l i n g ! "  
o r  "Stop f i r i n g !  " 

A. "Stop f i r i n g ! "  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  "Stop k i l l i n g ! "  

Q - You d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  You only r e c a l l  "Stop f i r ing!"  
which t o  you meant "Stop k i l l i n g !  You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  hear ing 
t h a t .  You say Colonel BARKER used t o  wear a  whi t e  helmet? 

A. Yes. 

Q e  And he would s i t  i n  which s e a t  of t h e  chopper? 

A. The l e f t  s i d e .  


Q - The men could ident i fy- -whi te  h a t s  a r e  f a i r l y  r a r e .  


A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q =  And he was f l y i n g  low, t r e e t o p  l e v e l .  Do you 
have a r e c o l l e c t i o n  of see ing  him one t ime o r  o f f  and on 
during t h e  opera t ion?  

A. J u s t  one time we'd seen him. 

Q- Okay. How f a r  had you g o t t e n  when you say you saw 
him f l y i n g  around? 

A. Maybe an hour o r  an hour and a h a l f  a s  we went 
through t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q. You had a l ready been through t h e  v i l l a g e ?  
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A. I don1t know i f  w e  were through t h e  whole v i i l a g e  
o r  n o t ,  b u t  about  an hour  and a h a l f  a f t e r  w e  s t a r t e d .  

Q - Were t h e r e  an awful l o t  o f  dead people  by t h a t  
t ime? How many dead people  had you seen  by t h a t  t ime ,  i n  an 
hour  and a h a l f ?  

A. Well,  I d o n ' t  remember a t  t h a t  t ime.  I don ' t  re-
member it a s  an hour  t h a t  we went through.  I j u s t  remember f o r  
t h e  whole day. 

Q - Well,  i f  Colonel  BARKER was f l y i n g  a t  t r e e t o p
l e v e l  a f t e r  t h a t  hour  o r  hour  and a h a l f ,  i n  your  op in ion  
could he have seen--so f a r  a s  t h e  t e r r a i n  would pe rmi t  him, 
could  he  have seen  p r e t t y  w e l l  what C h a r l i e  Company had done 
t h a t  morning? 

A. P o s s i b l y ,  ye s .  

Q *  What do you mean, " P o s s i b l y ,  yes"?  
c' 

A. I mean I t h i n k  h e  could have seen  t h e  whole com- G 
pany walk ing  through and seen  what people  were i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  L. 
I t h i n k  h e  could  have seen .  

Cr
Q. Say an hour  o r  hour  and a  h a l f  a f t e r  you g o t  i n  gL 
t h e r e ,  were t h i n g s  burning? 

A. Some o f  o u r  guys d i d  burn some. I d o n ' t  remember. 

Q - Was t h e r e  some bu rn ing  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  Was a h u t  
somewhere, a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  on f i r e ?  

A. Y e s ,  I t h i n k  t h e r e  w a s .  

Q. You w e r e  a g renad ie r?  

A. Y e s .  

Q =  Y o u k e  an American, and y o u ' r e  a s o l d i e r ,  y o u ' r e  a 
r i f l eman.  You're going through and you s e e  an awful l o t  o f  
t h i n g s  t h a t  you have never  s een  b e f o r e .  You've g o t  a l i e u -
t e n a n t  c o l o n e l  a s  a b a t t a l i o n  commander f l y i n g  ove r  and see-
i n g  t h i s .  Does t h a t  seem unusual  t o  you? Give you a f e e l i n g  
o f  g u i l t ?  
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A. No. 

Q What d i d  you th ink  o r  d i d  you th ink  anything? 

A. Well, a s  we went through, I was with Sergeant  
BERNHARDT f o r  awhile a s  w e  went through t h e  v i l l a g e ,  and 
he always was saying t h a t  t h i s  was wrong, t h a t  we haven ' t  
seen any young guys as we went +&rough. H e  was t a l k i n g  to 
me, and I s a i d :  "Yeah, t h a t ' s  a11 you do s e e  i s  o l d  men and 
women. Every time we go through a v i l l a g e  t h a t ' s  a l l  we s e e . "  
And he says :  "What a r e  we doins  t h i s  f o r .  I t  should have- - - ~ 

been stopped r i g h t  away when w e  d i d n ' t  s e e  any young guys 
through t h i s  v i l l a g e .  l' 

Q. What I mean i s  supposing you were raping  a women 
and Colonel BARKER came by and saw you. Would this bo the r  
you a t  a l l ?  Would you g e t  i n t o  t roub le?  

A.  ~ o s s i b l y ,yes ,  by him. 

Q Possibly.  Did you r e a l i z e  a t  t h i s  t ime t h a t  you 
were k i l l i n g  a l o t  of innocent  people o r  d i d  you t h i n k  about 
t h i s ?  

A. A t  t h e  time--

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  How about you, personal ly .  Did you 
have t h e  i d e a  t h a t  t h i s  was very d i f f e r e n t  than you thought 
before  and t h a t  a l o t  of people were g e t t i n g  k i l l e d .  Did 
you have t h a t  i d e a  a t  t h e  time Colonel BARKER was f l y i n g  over 
you? 

A. No. 

Q. You d i d  no t ,  s o  you r e a l l y  d i d n ' t  t h ink  too  much 
of Colonel BARKER f l y i n g  over you one way o r  the o the r .  

A. No. 

Q m  You were near  t h e  r ad io .  You say  Colonel BARKER 
g o t  on your company "push." 

A. Yes. 

Q- That was n o t  unusual f o r  him t o  g e t  on your company 
"push"? 
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A. No, sometimes he d i d  g e t  on our  company "push." 

Q When you were n e a r  t h a t  r a d i o  was Lieu tenant  
BROOKS sending back any body count  f i g u r e s  a t  t h a t  time? 

A .  Y e s .  H e  t o l d  t h e  guys t o  keep count.  

Q. So t h e s e  f i g u r e s  would have been going back on the 
company "push" and Colonel BARKER heard them? 

A. Y e s .  

Q. Did you s e e  any guys keeping count? Did anybody 
y e l l  over  t o  t h e  squad l e a d e r  o r  y e l l ,  "We j u s t  g o t  1 0  o r  IS"? 

A .  Y e s .  

Q What d i d  you t h i n k  of t h a t ?  

A. The t r ansmiss ion  on t h e  r a d i o  says  VC count and 
they were count ing every th ing  t h a t  they s h o t ,  I mean, women, 
ch i ld ren .  They wanted a body count of VC. I presume t h a t  
meant men, b u t  they  were count ing t h e  c h i l d r e n  and t h e  women 
t h a t  they k i l l e d .  

Q You a c t u a l l y  heard t h e  count coming i n  t o  Lieu-
t e n a n t  BROOKS? 

A. Y e s ,  some of  t h e  guys would come over .  A f t e r  w e  
were over  by t h e  b u i l d i n g ,  they w e r e  coming around and say-
i n g ,  "I k i l l e d  1 0  o r  5 ,  " o r  whatever they d ished  ou t .  

Q What k ind  of body count  d i d  t h e  2d P la toon  have 
do you remember? 
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A. I d o n ' t  remember what t h e  t o t a l  count was. 

Q. These r e p o r t s  were going r i g h t  i n t o  Captain MEDINA 
when you got  them? 

A. Yes. 

Q .  . Do you ever  r e c a l l  any r e p o r t  of  enemy a c t i v i t y  
a t  a l l  t o  Lieutenant  BROOKS t h a t ,  "We've got  VC h e r e , "  " W e  g o t  
people wi th  weapons," "We got  people running"? Did he e v e r  
g ive  any c a l l  l i k e  t h a t  t o  Captain MEDINA? 

A. I don' t r e c a l l .  

MR WEST: Going back t o  t h i s  bus iness  of men raping  women, 
M r .  PARTSCH, d i d  Lieutenant  BROOKS know t h a t  t h i s  s o r t  of 
t h i n g  went on? 

A. Yes. 


Q- Did .he do anything about i t ?  


A. No. 

Q. How about Sergeant SCHIEL, your squad leader?  

A. No, he d i d n ' t  s a y  a-nything about i t  e i t h e r .  

Q. How about Sergeant  BUCHANON? 

A. Sometimes he would say ,  " I t ' s  no t  a l l  r i g h t , "  and 
then  sometimes he  would say ,  "They've got  t o  g e t  i t  someplace ." 
He says ,  "They might a s  we l l  g e t  i t  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e . "  

Q. How about Captain MEDINA? Did you know what h i s  
a t t i t u d e  was towards t h i s ?  
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A .  No, I d o n ' t  know. Not a t  this i n c i d e n t ,  b u t  , b e f o r e  
he s a i d  t h a t  he d i d n ' t  want t h e  guys messing wi th  t h e  women. 
He s a i d  they  was supposed t o  l e a v e  them alone a s  we went 
through t h e  v i l l a g e s  . 
Q M r .  PARTSCH, during t h e  morning d i d  you s e e  any
v i s i t i n g  o f f i c e r s  come i n ,  say ,  land i n  h e l i c o p t e r s  and ob-
s e r v e  t h e  opera t ion?  Anybody from Task Force Barker ,  b r igade ,  
o r  d i v i s i o n ?  

A. No, I d i d n ' t .  

Q Can you r e c a l l  what t h e  p la toon d i d  a f t e r  they  
rounded up the  people and s e n t  them o f f  t o  t h e  southwest? 
You i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  you d i d n ' t  r e a l l y  t h i n k  you'd gone i n t o  
another hamlet o r  subhamlet t o  t h e  nor th  c a l l e d  Binh Tay. 
Did it seem t h a t  you were i n  t h e  same v i l l a g e  a l l  t h e  time? 

A. Yes, I thought w e  were i n  t h e  same v i l l a g e .  

Q Well,  could you desc r ibe  what happened then ,  a f t e r  
you turned t h e  people loose?  

A. The whole company was supposed t o  regroup,  back t o  
where Captain MEDINA was. So a l l  t he  p la toons  were supposed t o  
come together .  

Q Do you remember what time t h i s  was? 

A. I have i t  i n  my d i a r y .  

Q Do you have your d i a r y  w i t h  you? 

A. Yes, I do. 

Q Would you l i k e  t o  consu l t  t h a t  and r e f r e s h  your
memory? 

(The wi tness  reviewed h i s  d ia ry . )  

A. I t  was approximately 1000. I th ink .  I have writ-
t e n  i n  h e r e ,  "We a r e  supposed t o  push through two more v i l -
l a g e s ,  and i t ' s  about 1000, and we ' re  t ak ing  a r e s t  be fo re  
going i n . "  That was a f t e r  t h e  cease f i r e .  
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Q. Y e s ,  w e  have had some i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  you broke f o r  
chow somewhere i n  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  corner  of  My Lai  ( 4 ) .  I ' m  
no t  s u r e  if t h i s  i s  r i g h t .  Y o u ' l l  n o t i c e  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a 
subhamlet n o r t h e a s t  of My Lai  ( 4 )  t h a t  extends--part of i t  is 
nor th  of t h e  r i v e r  and p 3 r t  l i e s  t o  t h e  south .  It i s  c a l l e d  
Binh Dong. This a r e a  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) , it i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  
"he platoofi  moved over  these .  Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  
a t  a l l  of t h i s ?  

A. I th ink  we miqht have went over t h e r e  when w e  
stopped f o r  chow. I have i n  h e r e  w e  stopped f o r  chow about 
1300. 

COL FRANKLIN: About what time? 

A. About 1 p.m. 

MR WEST: Did you have a  break around 1000 and then  you went 
on? Is t h a t  i t ?  

A. Y e s ,  and it says  i n  h e r e ,  "We d i d n ' t  do much a f t e r  
chow; we j u s t  sa t  around." So we u s u a l l y  do t a k e  breaks i n  
t h e  v i l l a g e s .  So we stopped. We d o n ' t  s t o p  o u t  i n  t h e  open. 
We s t a y  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e s  and a f t e r  that--  

Q . ( In te rpos ing)  Well, l e t  me ask t h i s ,  a f t e r  you 
turned  the  group of  5 0  t c  60 people loose ,  do you remerher walk- 
ing  across  r i c e  paddies f o r  some d i s t a n c e ,  perhaps c ross ing  
a s t ream o r  a d ry  s t ream bed? 

A. I don 't 'remember cross.ing a  r i v e r .  

Q - Well, do you remember walking ac ross  a sandy p lace  
perhaps? You know t h e r e  I s  sand i n  th i s  stream bed t h a t  you 
s e e  here .  

A. Y e s .  I don1t remember a s t ream bed a t  a l l .  We 
d i d  walk through some r i c e  paddies ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  know how f a r  
it was. 

Q - You read  from your d i a r y  t h a t  you were supposed t o  
go through two o t h e r  v i l l a g e s .  Do you remember t h a t ?  

A.  That day, no. I d o n ' t  think t h a t  day we  went 
through. 
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Q W e l l ,  what I w a s  r e a l l y  t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  i s  whether 
you went &rough any more i n h a b i t e d  p l a c e s ,  you know, where 
t h e r e  were houses and people  t h e r e .  This would have been 
a f t e r  t h e  cease  f i r e ?  

A. . I t  must have been t h e  next  day. I remember walking 
through. I d o n ' t  know i f  it was t h a t  a f t e rnoon  o r  t h e  next  
morning t h a t  we w e r e  walking through a v i l l a g e  t h a t  was de-
s t royed  b e f o r e ,  long be fo re  t h a t .  The houses were t o r n  down 
and j u s t  maybe t h e  mud p l a c e s  w e r e  t h e r e .  

Q. w e l l ,  t h i s  Binh Dong which I mentioned e a r l i e r ,  
which l ies  t o  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  and e a s t  of My Lai  (4), t h i s  
was an i n h a b i t e d  subhamlet. There was people  l i v i n g  t h e r e .  
I t  goes a l l  t h e  way down through here .  I t h i n k  your recol -
l e c t i o n  perhaps a p p l i e s  t o  t h e  nex t  day because Char l i e  Com-
pany was o u t  3 days. W e l l ,  l e t  me p a t  it i n  a l i t t l e  broader  
terms. Can you r e c q l l  what your p l a toon  d i d  t h e  r e s t  of t h a t  
day, t h e  rest  of t h e  16 th  a f t e r  you were a l l  through wi th  
t h i s  My Lai  ( 4 )  a r e a ?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember doing anything a t  a l l .  W e  set  
down. We'd go t o  a hootch o r  two. Maybe two o r  t h r e e  would 
j u s t  s i t  t h e r e .  Sometimes w e  would p l ay  ca rds .  I c a n ' t  re-
member. 

Q I t h i n k  you i n d i c a t e d  i n  your d i a r y  t h a t  you had 
lunch a t  1300. Was "his i n  another  l i t t l e  hamle t  some p lace?  
Many of  ou r  wi tnesses  remembered where they had lunch. They 
s a t  down by a house. Some s a t  up a g a i n s t  a levy.  Some w e r e  
i n  a r i c e  paddy. Some were under a t r e e .  Do you remember 
where you had lunch i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  where L ieu tenan t  BROOKS 
was? Sergeant  SCHIEL? 

A. I t h i n k  it was--if I remember it was a l l  i n  a 
g ras sy  a r e a  and, you know, shady. I t  was i n  t h e  a f te rnoon 
and f a i r l y  a n i c e  p l a c e .  I t h i n k  it was nea r  a t r a i l .  I 
th ink  t h i s  i s  t h e  p l a c e .  I c a n ' t  remember. Sometimes I g e t  
mixed up wi th  days b u t  w e  set .  One squad would t a k e  one 
s i d e ,  s o  t h e  whole squad would be toge the r  a t  one time. 

Q. You s e t  up a per imeter?  

A. Y e s .  
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Q. Well, you may have been along t h e  e a s t  of My Lai .  
( 4 )  then  because we know t h e  p la toon s e t  up per imeters  around 
i n  here .  The 3d Platoon w e  know formed a perimeter  around i n  
here  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  I th ink  poss ib ly  t h a t  t h e  2d Platoon set 
up a  per imeter  down i n  here.  A t  any r a t e  do you remember 
where you laagered  i n  f o r  t h e  n igh t?  

A. Most of them were i n  t h e  r i c e  paddy. I t  was r i g h t  
around he re  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) . 
Q. I t  was considerably t o  t h e  e a s t .  You moved o f f  t o  
t h e  e a s t  he re ,  and do you remember jo in ing  up wi th  B/4/3 In-
f an t ry?  

A. Y e s .  Two companies set up i n  f r o n t  of a v i l l a g e ,  
i n  r i c e  paddies.  

Q. Let  me ask you t h i s ,  M r .  PARTSCH, you ev iden t ly  
have pu t  an account of t h a t  day ' s  a c t i o n  i n  your d i a r y ,  and 
you have it wi th  you. Do you th ink  it would be  h e l p f u l  t o  
us i f  you would j u s t  read your d i a r y  t o  us a s  you have it 
down f o r  t h e  day? Now, i f  you have any personal  th ings  i n  it 
j u s t  Leave those  o u t .  

A. Y e s ,  i t ' s  no t  a r e a l  good d i a r y .  I j u s t  wrote when 
I had t i m e ,  o r  i n  t h e  evening, about what we d i d  i n  t h e  day 
time. Not a l l  of it i s  i n  here ,  b u t  I could read  some of it 
t o  you. 

Q. Does your d i a r y  cover t h e  events  of t h e  morning of  
t h e  16 th  p r e t t y  we l l ?  

A. I s t a r t e d  o u t  i n  t h e  morning. I d o n ' t  remember 
when I wrote it. 

COL FRANKLIN:  Excuse m e .  Maybe you can s t a r t  on t h e  15 th .  D o  
you have anything about  t h e  order .  

A. Y e s .  

Q. Why d o n ' t  you s t a r t  wi th  t h a t ,  

MR WEST: S t a r t  on t h e  15th and i f  y o u ' l l  read  t h a t  n o t  t o o  
f a s t  s o  t h e  r e p o r t e r  can g e t  it. 

A. March 15 is  j u s t  a genera l  d a t e .  I have f o r  t h e  
15 th  I j u s t  have: 
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"I have d e t a i l s  t o  do. Had meeting whole com-
pany. Said w e  a r e  going t o  r e a l l y  h i t  something 
tomorrow. Going t o  h i t  four  p laces  and i t ' s  a 
h o t  p lace .  " 

And t h a t ' s  a l l  I have down f o r  t h a t .  For t h e  16th:  

"Got up a t  0530, and Ge l e f t  0715. W e  had n ine  
choppers, two l i f t s .  We s t a r t e d  t o  move slowly 
through the  v i l l a g e  shouting everyth ing i n  s i g h t ,  
c h i l d r e n ,  men, women, and animals. Some was s i ck -
ening. There was l egs  s h o t  off--" 

A r e  you reading a l l  t h a t  p a r t ?  

Y e s ,  this i s  a11 I have i n  here.  

"Their  l e g s  w e r e  s h o t  o f f ,  and they were s t i l l  
moving. They were j u s t  hanging there. I th ink  
t h e i r  bodies were made of rubber.  I d i d n ' t  f i r e  
a s i n g l e  round y e t  and d i d n ' t  k i l l  anybody, n o t  
even a chicken. I cou3.dn1t. W e  a r e  now supposed c-: 
t o  push through two more v i l l a g e s .  I t  is  about C..d 
1000 hours and we a r e  taking a r e s t  be fo re  going b-

i n .  " 

I may have missed something i n  there .  

Q Tha t ' s  a l l  r i g h t .  I understand. I th ink you a r e  
cze of z few people that dld make a record.  

A. "We d l s o  g o t  two weapons, one M - 1  and a carbine.  
Our f i n a l  d e s t i n a t i o n  i s  the  P i n k v i l l e .  Supposed 
t o  be cement bunkers. We k i l l e d  about 1 0 0  people. 
Af te r  a while they s a i d  no t  t o  k i l l  woman and c h i l -
dren. I t  was p i t i f u l  see ing  a l l  those  dead bodies 
l y i n g  the re .  S t i l l  cou ldn ' t  look a t  them. Stop 
f o r  chow about 1300 and d i d n ' t  do much a f t e r  t h a t .  
We a r e  now s e t t i n g  up f o r  t h e  n igh t .  Two companies 
a r e  wi th  us. We s e t  up i n  p a r t  of a v i l l a g e  and 
r i c e  paddies. We had t o  d ig  foxholes.  Area i s  

, p r e t t y  l e v e l  and our  mortars a r e  o u t  with us. They 
a r e  se rv ing  h o t  chow tonight .  The names of the v i l -
l ages  a r e  My Lai (41 , (51 , (6). Am now p u l l i n g  guard 
f o r  t h e  n i g h t ,  one and a ha l f  hours. I am wi th  t h e  
f i r s t  squad, and t h e  sky i s  a l i t t l e  cloudy bu t  it 
i s  warm out .  " 

Tha t ' s  where I ended up with.  That 's  when I was p u l l i n g  guard. 
I t  was i n  t h e  middle of t h e  n ight .  

Q. Do you remember l a t e  t h a t  a f ternoon any National  
Po l i ce  t h a t  were perhaps ques t ioning some VC suspects?  
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A. Yeah, t h e r e  was p o l i c e  wi th  us.  We did- -af te r  they  
s a i d  t o  s t o p  shoot ing ,  I th ink  t h a t  was t h e  day we took some 
p r i soners  wi th  us after--men. 

Q. Did you s e e  t h e  Nat ional  Po l i ce  i n t e r r o g a t i n g  
any VC suspects?  

A. That day I d o n ' t  remember. The next  day I have--
Sunday t h e  l ? t h ,  I have i n  here--

Q - ( In te rpos ing)  Before you g e t  t o  t h a t  l e t  me go back 
t o  something e l s e  t h a t  you read  from your d i a r y .  You remember-
ed naming My Lai  (4), (5) , ( 6 ) .  Now, y o u ' l l  n o t i c e  on t h e  pho-
tograph t h a t  what t h e  map has a s  My Lai (5)  i s  a c t u a l l y  
t h e  upper p a r t  of Binh Dong, and My Lai ( 6 )  l i e s .t o  t h e  e a s t  
of t h a t  and i s  o f f  t h e  photograph. I b e l i e v e  t h e  p lace  where 
you laagered  i n  f o r  t h e  n i g h t  i s  near  My Lai ( 6 ) .  Does t h i s  
r e f r e s h  your memory any about going through any of t h e s e  
hamlets perhaps? This upper p a r t  of Binh Dong which t h e  map 
has c a l l e d  My Lai (5)  and another  hamlet over  h e r e  My Lai  ( 6 ) .  

A. Well, , then t h i s  v i l l a g e  was h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )- - th i s  
v i l l a g e  we must have stopped f o r  chow then .  This  i s  where we . 
s p e n t  most of t h e  day i f  t h i s  is--yes.  

Q.  Well, whi le  you were i n  t h e r e  we r e a l l y  have a 
ques t ion  as t o  whether anything happened a t  t h i s  p lace  such 
as happened a t  My Lai  ( 4 ) .  When you went i n  t h e r e  d i d  you 
s e e  zrry dead people f o r  example? Bid you burn hootches where 
you had lunch? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember see ing  any dead people i n  t h i s  
v i l l a g e .  

Q- Anything burning? 

A. Yes, I do remember--I th ink  t h e r e  was something 
burning,  and I d o n ' t  know i f  t h e  l i e u t e n a n t  o r  our  se rgean t  
s a i d ,  "Who s e t  t h a t  fire--who set  t h a t  bu i ld ing  on f i r e ? "  Be-
cause a f t e r  t h a t  we were t o l d  n o t  t o  burn anything. I do--
something s i m i l a r  t o  t h a t  t h a t  day. Somebody d i d  s e t  a 
hootch on f i r e .  Threw t h e i r  c i g a r e t t e  b u t t  up t h e r e  o r  some-
th ing .  You know n o t  j u s t  l i g h t i n g  it. Nobody answered. 

Q - Was anything s a i d  about t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  o t h e r  
men of t h e  company had been i n  t h e r e  be fo re  you? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember t h a t ,  no. 

Q You had been p r e t t y  busy, and it could have taken 
you q u i t e  a while .  
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A. I d o n ' t  know i f  t h a t ' s  when we met t h e  company o r  
not .  That may have been where we met up wi th  t h e  company and 
they had been i n  t h e r e  be fo re  we came i n .  

Q Well, it i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  some p a r t  of t h e  1st 
Platoon had been i n  t h e r e  be fo re  you and be fo re  t h e  cease 
f i r e ,  b u t  you d o n ' t  remember anything about t h a t ?  

A. No, I don ' t .  

COL FRANKLIN: M r .  PARTSCH, you a r e  a p a r t i c u l a r l y  va luable  
witness  because you kep t  a d i a r y  and a l s o  because you wrote 
i n  your d i a r y  t h a t  you d i d  n o t  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h i s .  What 
you have t o  say might perhaps c a r r y  more weight than  o t h e r s .  
I think you a r e  a l s o  probably a very s e n s i t i v e  person. We 
apprec ia te  your coming i n  and t h e s e  ques t ions  t h a t  we've 
been asking you a r e  very important  t o  us. I want you t o  
j u s t  t r y  and t h i n k  f o r  t h a t  reason on t h i s  1000 break that 
you had taken.  This was a f t e r  "Stop f i r i n g !  " c o r r e c t ?  

A. Yes, I think--yes,, it was. 

Q. Okay. Now, i f  you saw any women o r  c h i l d r e n  o r  
anybody k i l l e d ,  t h i s  would probably have an impression on you. 
Did you s e e  anybody f i r i n g  t h e i r  weapons o r  h e a r  any f i r i n g  
a f t e r  t h e  "Stop f i r i n g ! "  

A. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  hear ing  any. 

Q. Okay. A f t e r  lunch do you r e c a l l  any f i r i n g  from 
t h e  time you a t e  lunch u n t i l  t h e  t i m e  you reached your l aager  
p o s i t i o n ?  

A. Yes, I th ink  I d i d  hear--we saw--I d o n ' t  know i f  
it was our  platoon.  I th ink  they 'd  seen some guys running ou t  
of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  and they were shoot ing  over t h e i r  heads. Be-
cause we were t o l d  t o  t a k e  p r i soners  a f t e r  t h a t ,  they t o l d  us 
t o  s t o p  f i r i n g  and t a k e  men p r i s o n e r s ,  mi l i ta ry-age  p r i soners .  
So I th ink  we seen a few running, and they s h o t  over  t h e i r  heads. 
We caught up wi th  them, and we took them wi th  us. 

Q. Well, t h e r e  seemed t o  be q u i t e  a change here .  You 
go i n  and every man, woman, and c h i l d  t h a t  i s  seen i s  k i l l e d .  
Things a r e  burning. Then t h e r e  i s  s o r t  of a new po l i cy  i n  
t h e  af ternoon.  People a r e  even g e t t i n g  chewed ou t  f o r  burn-
i n g  something. You're t o l d  t o  take  pr i soners!  So, i s  t h i s  
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c o r r e c t ?  Was t h e r e  a r e a l  change i n  t h e  way t h e  company was 
opera t ing?  

A. Yes , t h e r e  was. 

il • And "&is change came when? Af te r  the  break t h a t  
you wrote  about i n  your d i a r y  a t  1000 o r  a f t e r  lunch? 

A. I th ink  it was a f t e r  t h e  break.  

Q. ' A f t e r  t h e  break ,  s o  t h i s  was sometime a f t e r  1000? 
Did you c a r r y  a watch wi th  you when you went out?  

A. No, I d i d n ' t  have a watch. 

Q How d id  you happen t o  know t h a t  it was 1000. 

A. I d o n ' t  remember i f  I had a watch. Someone had a 
watch. 

COL FRANKLIN: Well, w e ' l l  g ive  you t h e  b e n e f i t  of t h e  doubt. 
You wrote  1000 i n  your d ia ry .  Somebody t o l d  you what time it 
was. Okay, you've gone through t h i s  and you mentioned i n  
your d i a r y  it was s ickening ,  it was t e r r i b l e .  Then you were 
t o l d ,  "Stop t h e  shoot ing ,  no more burnings ,  t ake  p r i soners . "  
Did you t h i n k  o r  have an impression a t  t h e  time why the  change? 
Did you go through any th inking  a t  t h e  t ime, why everyth ing  
was changed? 

A. I s a i d :  "What d id  w e  go through h e r e  i n  the  f i r s t  
p l ace  f o r .  I f  i t  was wrong why d i d n ' t  they s t o p  it sooner." 
I was a good f r i e n d  of BERNHARDTUs,  and we used t o  t a l k  t o  him, 
and he always used t o  say: "We should have stopped as  soon a s  
we went i n  t h e r e .  I f  we would have seen  t h a t  t h e r e  was no m i -
l i t a r y  people,  we should have been stopped r i g h t  away." But 
he s a i d  every time he would say something t o  Sergeant  BUCHANON 
o r  t h e  l i e u t e n a n t  they would ignore  him, because we d i d  go and 
do something he w a s  always a g a i n s t  it. 

Q. Sergeant  BERNHARDT? 

A. Yes. 

a- H e  was always a g a i n s t  what you were doing? 

A.  Yes. 
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Q .  You say they  should have stopped i t ?  Who's they? 

A. Our c a p t a i n ,  I t h i n k ,  and t h e  l i e u t e n a n t s ,  they w a s  
r i g h t  up on t h e  l i n e ,  and they could have seen  who was t h e r e ,  
i f  t h e r e  was mi l i t a ry -age  people o r  j u s t  o l d  people.  I t h i n k  
they could have c a l l e d  back Captain MEDINA and t o l d  him t h a t  
t h e r e ' s  no mi l i t a ry -age  people the re .  They were a l l  women and 
ch i ld ren .  

Q Did you t h i n k  t h a t  maybe Colonel BARKER was f l y i n g  
over  and ordered  it stopped o r  d i d  t h a t  eve r  c r o s s  your 
mind? 

A. L a t e r  on w e  g o t  t h e  word through t h e  grapevine t h a t  
i t  was s topped because a h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t  was f l y i n g  around 
and he saw a group of people  g e t t i n g  s h o t  and he radioed back 
and t h a t ' s  a l l .  T h a t ' s  t h e  word we g o t  when we were i n  t h e  
v i l l a g e .  

Q. Did you eve r  w r i t e  about any r apes  a t  any t i m e  i n  
C Company i n  your d i a r y ,  you r e c a l l ?  

A. I t h i n k  I may have wr i t ten- - I  h a v e n ' t  read  t h i s  
for--

Q- ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  You t h i n k  maybe a f t e r  t h i s  you might
j u s t  go through it and j u s t  you read  it. We ' l l  l eave  t h e  major 
h e r e ,  and when you come t o  a p a r t  w i th  a  d a t e ,  w i t h  the  names 
of some r a p e s ,  you might, read  it s o  we can p u t  it on our  
record.  

A. Right .  

MR WEST: M r  PARTSCH, you remember t h e  events  of t h e  next  
day, t h e  1 7 t h ,  now r e f e r r i n g  t o  Exh ib i t  MAP-4. Perhaps you 
know t h a t  C h a r l i e  Company, t h e  1st  Platoon went up on H i l l  85. 
A t  t h i s  p o i n t  one of t h e  men s tepped on a mine and l o s t  most 
of h i s  f o o t ,  and L ieu tenan t  CALLEY s u f f e r e d  some f a c i a l  wounds. 
The company a s  a whole went a l l  t h e  way down t o  t h e  D i e m  
D i e m  River and then  back up and laagered  f o r  t h e  n i g h t  up 
around h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  . You remember the  events  t h a t  day,  
what you d i d  a s  you came upon any hamlets? 

A.  A s  w e  went through I t h i n k  w e  were on l i n e .  W e  
were suppose t o  sea rch  everything.  I t h ink  t h a t  t h i s  i s  the 
day w e  went through some of t h e  v i l l a g e s  and they were d e s e r t e d ,  
b u t  w e  d i d  f i n d  some p r i s o n e r s  and w e  took them. 
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Q. How about these  hamlets t h a t  you came t o ,  d i d  you 
burn them? 

A. No, most of them were a l r eady  burned. I th ink  
l i t t l e  bomb s h e l t e r s  were the  only t h i n g  l e f t .  

Q. Did you f i n d  any Vietnamese people the re?  

A. Yes--a nurse. 

Q. And two men? 

A. Yes. 

Q. You have t h a t  day covered i n  your d ia ry?  

A. Y e s .  

Q Would you read it please?  

A. "We didnl . t  go t o  t h e  P inkv i l l e .  We went t o  My 
Lai  (2)  , ( 3 )  , ( 4 )  . We burned a s  we pushed. " The rest of  it 
I d o n ' t  remember. 

Q. We have evidence t h a t  a c t u a l l y  you burned two o r  
t h r e e  hamlets a s  you were going south.  

A. I d o n ' t  have it i n  very good English: 

"Weburn a s  we pushed. W e  go t  four VC and a nurse ,  
had documents on them. Yesterday we took 1 4  VC." 

That was t h e  16th ,  w e  took 16-VC. 

"We pushed a s  f a r  a s  t h e  c o a s t  t o  ti le sea .  
was a v i l l a g e  along the  coas t  a l s o ,  a l o t  o f  s a i l -
boa t s .  " 

They were on t h e  f a r  s i d e  from where we were. 

"We s t ayed  t h e r e  f o r  about an hour, went back up 
about 2 meters and s e t  up camp--it 's  15 a graveyard." 

Q. About 2 ki lometers? 

A. Y e s .  

Q. Is t h a t  it f o r  t h e  day? 

A. Y e s .  

Q. Would you say then from the  en t ry  i n  your d i a r y  
t h a t  you probably d id  burn some hamlets a s  you went through. 
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A. Y e s .  

Q We have o t h e r  evidence on it. You remember t h e  
events  of  the  next  day now, t h e  18th? This i s  t h e  day t h a t  
you were l i f t e d  o u t  i n  t h e  afternoon and taken back t o  LZ 
Dott ie .  Is t h a t  covered i n  your d ia ry?  

A. I Yes, sir.  --

Q. Would you read those  e n t r i e s ?  

A. This  i s  Monday. 

"We moved back t o  another  area .  One VC s a i d  
t h a t  he would t ake  us t o  a tunnel .  He took 
us a l l  over ,  and w e  didn ' t f i n d  any. " 

I th ink  t h a t  was t h e  one t h a t  we interrogated--Captain 
MEDINA--I  t h ink  he s a i d  t h a t  he would show us t h e  tunne l  
where w e  could f i n d  weapons, and we d i d n ' t  f i n d  anything.  

Q You remember see ing  Captain MEDINA f i r e  c l o s e  
a p r i s o n e r ' s  head i n  o r d e r  t o  make him t a l k ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q Is t h i s  t h e  one? 

A. Yes, I th ink  t h a t ' s  t h e  one he go t  t h e  informa-
t i o n  from. A f t e r  t h a t  we met up with t h e  o t h e r  p la toons .  We 
musti ve s p l i t  t h a t  day, because we searched d i f f e r e n t  a reas .  

"As w e  were going two guys h i t  mines; t h e i r  f l a k  
jackets  save them, none h u r t  bad." 

TREVINO and GONZALEZ they  a r e  t h e  two names i n  t h e r e .  

" W e  got  wi th  t h e  company and C A ' s  ou t  t o  ~ o t t i e .  
There i s  a l o t  of  f u s s  about what happened a t  t h e  
v i l l a g e ,  and a genera l  was asking ques t ions .  There 's 
going t o  be an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  on MEDINA. We a r e  n o t  
suppose t o  say  anything. I d i d n ' t  th ink  i t  was r i g h t ,  
b u t  we d i d  it. A t  l e a s t  I can say I d i d n ' t  k i l l  
anybody. " 

Q L e t ' s  go back a b i t .  Would you read t h e  p a r t  
again a f t e r  s t a r t i n g  with t h e  18th? Would you read it again? 

A. . "We moved back t o  another  area .  One VC s a i d  t h a t  
he would take  us t o  a tunnel .  He took us a l l  over ,  
and we d i d n ' t  f i n d  anything. A f t e r  t h a t  we met up 
wi th  t h e  o t h e r  p la toons .  A s  we were going, two guys 
h i t  mines; t h e i r  f l a k  jackets  save them." 
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Our platoon was t h e  one t h a t  took t h e  guy over t o  t h e  tunnel .  
I do remember it we went there--

( In te rpos ing)  Did you f i n d  anything? 

A. No, nothing. When we came back he was pu t  i n  t h e  
f r o n t  of our  l i n e s  as t h e  po in t  man. But as w e  went through. he 
walked one way and t h e  guys fol lowed-- let  me s e e ,  about four  
guys followed him, and TREVINO and them came back l a s t ,  and they 
d i d n ' t  go where we went. Tha t ' s  how they h i t  it. 

Q. Yes, we t a l k e d  t o  TREVINO and GONZALEZ t h e  same 
day. What followed t h i s ?  

A. We g o t  wi th  t h e  company and CA'd o u t  t o  Dot t i e .  

Q Okay, now you mentioned be ing  t a l k e d  t o  by a gen-
e r a l ?  

A. Well, no, he  was t h e r e ,  and when we landed i n  on t o p  
of D o t t i e ,  it was a genera l  s tanding  t h e r e  and--

Q. (interposing) Did you recognize t h e  genera l?  

A. No, b u t  h i s  uniform had a s t a r  on it. 

Q m  How many s t a r s ?  Was it one or two? 

A.  I d o n ' t  remember t h a t ,  b u t  t h e r e  was two o t h e r  
guys s tanding  t h e r e ,  and I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  who they  even were. So 
t h i s - -

Q - ( In te rpos ing)  You remember what kind of  h e l i c o p t e r  
you went back i n ?  

A .  The r e g u l a r  ones. 

Q Was it a Huey? 

A. Huey, yes .  

Q. How many were with you? 

A .  S i x  of us i n  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r .  

Q When you g o t  o u t  of t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  t h e r e  a t  D o t t i e ,  
d i d  somebody t a l k  t o  you? 

No one t a l k e d  t o  m e .A. 
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Q - I d o n ' t  mean ind iv idua l ly .  I mean--

A. ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )  No, no--

Q ( In te rpos ing)  You went o f f  t o  your bunkers? ' 

A. We went down t o  e a t  chow, and when we came back we 
went t o  our  bunkers. 

Q .  Would you read  t h e  p a r t  again a f t e r  you C A ' s  i n .  
I t ' s  i n t e r e s t i n g ,  what you s a i d  about t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

"There was a l o t  of f u s s  about what happened a t  t h e  
v i l l a g e ,  a  genera l  asking ques t ions .  There is going 
t o  be an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  about MEDINA. We a r e  n o t  
suppose t o  say anything."  

Q. A l l  r i g h t .  L e t ' s  s t o p  r i g h t  t h e r e .  How d i d  you 
know t h e r e  was a l o t  of f u s s  about what happened? 

A. Well, a f t e r  we go t  t h e r e  t h i s  one--I mean t h e  p la-
toon guys had a meeting wi th - - i t  was Captain MEDINA. Then 
a f t e r  t h a t ,  they  go t  wi th  each squad l eader  and t h e  squad lead-
e r s  came back a f t e r  a  whi le  and s a i d ,  "There may be an in-
v e s t i g a t i o n  on t h i s  mission,  and we were t o l d  n o t  t o  say any-
th ing .  " 

Q - And t h a t  was t h e  18 th ,  r i g h t  a f t e r  you g o t  back? 

A. Yes, t h a t  day, yes.  

Q A l l  r i g h t ,  and how d i d  you l e a r n  t h a t  MEDINA was i n  
t roub le?  

A .  BERNHARDT was going t o  r e p o r t  this--saying t h a t  it 
was wrong, because he went t o  Captain MEDINA and s a i d  he was 
going t o  w r i t e  h i s  congressman and say what happened a t  
t h e  v i l l a g e .  Captain MEDINA t a lked  him o u t  of t h a t ,  saying 
t h a t  it would cause us a l l  a l o t  of t roub le  and t o  leave  it 
alone.  

Q Are you s u r e  t h a t  BERNHARDT went t o  MEDINA o r  d id  
m D I N A  seek him out?  

A .  Well, l e t  me see .  I th ink  he went t o  t h e  p la toon 
l eader  o r  something and then t h e  platoon l e a d e r  re layed it t o  
Captain--I th ink  t h e  captain--
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(In terpos ing)  Did BERNIIARDT t a l k  t o  BROOKS? 

Y e s - -

( In terpos ing)  BROOKS t o  Captain MEDINA? 

Captain MEDINA, yes.  

Q e  And what d id  Captain MEDINA--

A. ( In terpos ing)  Told him t h a t  he d o n ' t  t h ink  he 
should--

a.  ( In terpos ing)  Talk t o  BERNHARDT? 

Yes. 

Q. Now, you mentioned about t h e  genera l .  What was 
t h a t  again? Was the genera l  asking ques t ions?  

A. Asking questions--I  d o n ' t  remember--I d i d n ' t  g e t  
asked any ques t ions  and I don't--the o t h e r  guys--

& = ( In te rpos ing)  Would you read t h a t  answer again? 

A. "There was a l o t  of f u s s  about what happened a t  
the  v i l l a g e .  T h e  genera l  was asking ques t ions  ." 

A s  we d id  come o f f  t h e  chopper some of t h e  guys were over 
t h e r e  t a l k i n g  t o  t h r e e  guys s t and ing  over  t h e r e ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  
know who they  were, b u t  I j u s t  went down f o r  chow a f t e r  t h a t .  

Q Can you t h i n k  whether i t  was one o r  two s t a r s  on 
t h a t  uniform? How about t h e  helmet ,  remember--

A. I th ink  he had a cap on. 

Q You th ink  i t  was one o r  two s t a r s ?  

A. I t h i n k  it was one s t a r .  

Q Let me ask it t h i s  way, do you know any of t h e  gene-
r a l  o f f i c e r s  i n  t h e  America1 Divis ion? General  LIPSCOMB was 
gone by t h i s  t ime. Had you known him? 

A. I would n o t  have known any of  t h e  genera l s .  
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Q. Could you recognize t h i s  genera l?  Could you re-
cognize a photograph of t h i s  genera l  o f f i c e r ,  you think? 

A * .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  I could.  

Q . You remember anykhing about h i s  appearance,  bru-
n e t t e  o r  blond,  t a l l  o r  s h o r t ?  

A. I th ink  he was a t a l l  guy, and he was a medium 
b u i l t  guy. I t h ink  he was t a l l e r  than  the  o t h e r  guys s tanding  
bes ide  him. 

Q You remember whether he was dark o r  f a i r ?  

A. He was a t a l l  guy. He was middle aged, no t  an 
o ld  guy. I t h i n k  he had l i k e  gray h a i r ,  s o  he must t o  have 
been i n  t h e  f i f t i e s  maybe. So he was a f a i r l y  o l d  man. 

Q DO you remember t h e  c o l o r  of t h e  eyes?  

A. I d o n ' t  walk r i g h t  p a s t  him. Every time we  s e e  
an of f icer - -

Q ( In te rpos ing)  Look the  o t h e r  way? Well, a t  any 
r a t e ,  you made your e n t r y  about t h e  genera l  asking ques t ions .  
What were t h e  t h r e e  people doing. They were t a l k i n g  t o  an-
o the r  s o l d i e r ?  Do you remember t h e  o t h e r  two people you 
s a i d  were t h e r e ?  were they  o f f i c e r s ?  

A. Yes. I th ink  one was Colonel BARKER. And I 
don' t know who t h e  o t h e r  one was. 

Q You knew Colonel BARKER by s i g h t ?  

A. Yes, I d id .  

Q. id you n o t i c e  t h e  white helmet t h i s  time? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember. 

Q- Did you know Colonel HENDERSON, t h e  br igade  com-
mander? 

A. 
him. 

I remember t h e  name, b u t  I d o n ' t  remember s e e i n g  
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Q He's a r a t h e r  t a l l  man. He, of course ,  would have .. 
been wearing a c o l o n e l ' s  i n s i g n i a ,  no t  a s t a r .  

A. I don' t remember. 

Q Well, I th ink  we asked about Colonel HENDERSON, 
because he t e s t i f i e d  he d i d  meet some of t h e  men coming 
back. He asked them about what happened. He asked them a s  
a group, and he s i n g l e d  out  some i n d i v i d u a l s .  Nobody would 
t e l l  him anything. All r i g h t .  Did you read a l l  t he  e n t r i e s  
of t h e  18th?  

A. Y e s .  

Q. Did Captain MEDINA e v e r  g e t  t h e  company toge the r  
as  a group and t a l k  t o  them about the  f a c t  t h a t  t h e r e  was 
going t o  be an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  what happened a t  My Lai ( 4 ) ?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  

Q. Did any i n v e s t i g a t i n g  o f f i c e r  e v e r  come t o  t a l k  
t o  you? 

A. No. 

Q Do you know whether any member of the company was 
t a l k e d  t o  by anybody about what happened a t  M y  Lai (4)? 

I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  I f  they  d i d ,  I d i d n ' t  h e a r  about 
it. 

Q. Did you ever  h e a r  what happen& as a r e s u l t  of an 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A. Af te r  t h a t  it was never mentioned. A f t e r  t h i s  
happened I never heard it u n t i l  i t  was i n  the paper .  

Q. Do you remember any o t h e r  e n t r i e s  i n  your d i a r y  
about what had happened t h a t  day? 

A. I d o n ' t  t h ink  t h e r e  i s  anything e l s e .  

Q Did anyone eve r  t e l l  you t o  keep q u i e t  about the 
i n c i d e n t  o t h e r  than your squad l e a d e r ?  
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A .  N O ,  no one e l s e .  

& What d i d  he t e l l  you e x a c t l y ?
C 

A. He g o t  t h e  whole squad t o g e t h e r  and he s a i d  t h a t  
they j u s t  had a meeting--well, f i r s t  of  a l l  he t o l d  us t h e  
r o u t i n e  f o r  t h e  next  day and mentioned about t h e  mission we 
were on. "Don't t a l k  about i t  t o  anybody o u t s i d e  t h e  p la toon 
o r  any o t h e r  companies. " He s a i d ,  " I f  you do 
t a l k  t o  them about it i n  your own group," he s a y s ,  "don ' t  
l e t  anybody e l s e  h e a r  about it." Then he s a i d ,  "Be t t e r  o f f ,  
d o n ' t  t a l k  about i t  a t  a l l ;  j u s t  f o r g e t  about i t . "  

a .  Did he say why? 

A. I don' t remember i f  he s a i d  why. 

Q Did you e v e r  h e a r  of anything s i m i l a r  happening 
involv ing  Bravo Company on the  16 th  and 17th.  Now they  
had an a r e a  over  n e a r  t h e  s e a .  

A.  Yes, they  were l i k e  a blocking f o r c e .  But I 
d i d n ' t  h e a r  nothing.  

Q .  What was t h e  a t t i t u d e  of  t h e  men of Char l i e  Corn-
pany towards the  Vietnamese people? 

A. Some of them they  f e l t  s o r r y  f o r  them, b u t  t h e r e  
was a l o t  of them in t h e r e  t h a t  d i d n ' t  ca re .  I m e a i l ,  they 'd 
kick  an o l d  man, no m a t t e r  whether i t ' s  a f r i e n d l y  v i l l a g e  
o r  no t .  I f  they  go i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  they 'd  l i k e  t o  rough 
them up, t h e  o l d  guys. Most of them, they 'd  j u s t  go a f t e r  
the  o l d  guys and go a f t e r  t h e  women. 

Q. a d  t h e  o f f i c e r s  know t h i s  was going on? 

A. Yes, our  p la toon l e a d e r  d id .  

Q Did they have t h e  same a t t i t u d e ?  

A. Y e s .  Sometimes they '  d have t h e  women, t o o .  

Q The o f f i c e r s ?  

A. Yes .  
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Q- Are you t a l k i n g  about Lieutenant  BROOKS? 

A .  Yes, I am.  Lieutenant  CALLEY was a l s o  my platoon 
l e a d e r  when I f i r s t  went over t o  Vietnam. 

Q Did he have t h e  women too? 

A. Yes, when we f i r s t  went i n  t h e  v i l l a g e s .  

Q Do you know t h i s  of your own knowledge o r  d i d  
somebody t e l l  you? 

A. I know where t h e  v i l l a g e  was, c lose  t o  Dot t i e .  

Q Could you t e l l  me of an i n s t a n c e .  

A. A l l  r i g h t .  This was about Lieutenant  BROOKS. We 
were s t i l l  a t  Dot t i e .  I d o n ' t  remember when, b u t  i t  was i n  
a v i l l a g e  behind Dot t ie .  It was c lose  t o  Dot t i e .  I t  wasn ' t  
t o o  f a r  away. I t  was l i k e  i n  t h e  r e a r  of Dot t i e  on a moun-
t a i n  p a r t .  # 

Q Are you t a l k i n g  about an i n c i d e n t  of rape o r  j u s t  
. having a woman? 

A.  No, this i s  just,  a general i n c i d e ~ t .  I mean we 
were on j u s t  genera l  p a t r o l  and someone suggested,  " L e t ' s  go 
i n t o  t h a t  v i l l a g e  and have some fun."  They went i n  and 
everybody ' j u s t  s p l i t  up and they went i n .  Some would go 
down t o  t h i s  hootch and a l l  t h a t .  Chase t h e  women around 
and a l l  t h a t .  

Q Well, d id  you s e e  Lieutenant  BROOKS wi th  the  wo-
man? 

A. Yes. 

Q Well, would you t e l l  us about t h a t ?  

A. There was a hootch down t h e  road ,  and we w e r e  on 
t h e  t o p  of h i l l ,  and somebody came up from t h e  hootch and 
s a i d ,  "There 's  a good one down t h e r e ,  and everybody's t ak ing  
t u r n s .  " So one of t h e  guys went dorm, and t h e n  t h e  l i e u -
t e n a n t  came over ,  and he went down i n t o  the hootch. 
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Q He toolc. h i s  t u r n  with the  women along wi th  a l l  
t h e  o the r s?  

A. Yes. 

Q What about Lieutenant  CALLEY? Any s i m i l a r  i n c i d e n t  
involv ing  him? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember where, i n  what v i l l a g e ,  b u t  I do 
remember an i n c i d e n t  where he--I d i d n ' t  s e e  i t ,  b u t  we knew 
where he was and what he was doing,  b u t  I d o n ' t  remember 
where t h e  v i l l a g e  is .  

Q. I know, M r .  PARTSCH, you've thought about t h i s  a 
good d e a l ,  the  My L a i  i n c i d e n t .  I f  you had t o  desc r ibe  i t  
i n  a few words what would you say  happened a t  My Lai  ( 4 )  
t h a t  morning on 16 March 1968? 

A .  Well, I know t h a t  everyth ing  was murdered. I 
mean people were k i l l e d  i n  t h e r e ,  b u t  I was t h e r e  with t h e  
guys,  and I can ' t - -1 d o n ' t  know i f  you can pu t  i t  a s  a massa-
c r e .  A s  we went through t h e r e ,  I don' t t h i n k  t h e  guys re-
a l i z e d  what they d i d  u n t i l  a f t e r ,  when i t  h i t  them, but  even 
1--I wrote t h i s  i n  t h e  evening. A s  you went through t h e  day 
I d o n ' t  th ink  t h e  guys r e a l i z e d  what they were doing. I mean 
until--maybe some of them d idn '  t .  They were having a b a l l ,  
b u t  some of t h e  guys were j u s t  l i k e  i n  a daze. 

Q Well, we've had some wi tnesses  t e l l  us they w e r e  
j u s t  car ry ing  out  o rde r s .  Is t h a t  your impression? 

A. No, I d o n ' t  think--you d o n ' t  have t o  t a k e  an or-
de r .  I know I refused t o  do i t  already.  I f  you d i d n ' t  want 
t o  shoot  the  person,  you d i d n ' t  have t o .  

Q I know t h e r e  were o t h e r s  who d i d n ' t  p a r t i c i p a t e .
Yet o t h e r s  s a i d  they thought  they  had t o  do it. They were 
under o rde r s .  I guess what we ' re  r e a l l y  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  a t  i s  
what motivated them t o  do what they  d id - -k i l l  t h e  women, 
c h i l d r e n ,  and o l d  men. 

A. No, t h i s  i s  j u s t  some of t h e  guys saying--they 
wanted t o  s e e  how i t  was t o  shoot  a person. How a person 
d i e s  and g e t  t h e  r e a c t i o n  of it. 
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Q. Did you hea r  CROSSLEY say  anything about t h i s ?  

A. Yes, I was by him, and we were near  a hootch. I 
th ink  t h e  l i e u t e n a n t  wac t h e r e  a l s o .  A machinegunner was 
near  t h e  s i d e  of t h e  v i i l a g e ,  and -&is o l d  man came out  of 
t h e  hootch, and CROSSLEY took h i s  16 and s h o t  a t  him as  t h e  
man come o u t ,  and he s h o t  him i n  t h e  arm b u t  he c o u l d n ' t  
shoot  him again.  H i s  wife--the o l d  man's wife  come ou t  and 
she was y e l l i n g  and screaming and holding t h e  man, and they 
went back i n t o  t h e  hootch. I asked CROSSLEY why he s h o t  
him, and he s a i d  he d i d n ' t  know. I s a i d ,  "Why d i d n ' t  
you f i n i s h  the job?" And he s a i d  he c o u l d n ' t .  He s a i d  
he c o u l d n ' t  p u l l  t h e  t r i g g e r .  A f t e r  he was done I was 
s t and ing  r i g h t  bes ide  him, and I saw him, and he was shaking. 

Q I b e l i e v e  you s a i d  t o  t h e  C I D  agent  t h a t  CROSSLEY 
s t a t e d  that he wanted t o  s e e  i f  he could shoot  a person. 

A. Yes. 

Q - Is that  r i g h t ?  

A. Yes. 

Q Do you th ink  any of t h e  men were motivated by de-
s i r e  t o  g e t  revenge a g a i n s t  the VC? D o  you t h i n k  this en te r -
ed i n t o  i t ?  

A. Maybe, maybe t h e  Vietnamese i n  genera l .  Some of 
the guys didn't--some c lose  buddies ,  and they had r o t t e n  a t -
t i t u d e s ,  and o t h e r  guys were j u s t  r o t t e n .  I mean they could 
have been r o t t e n  over here.  

Q . Now, i s  it p o s s i b l e  t h a t  f o r  some of them it was 
j u s t  a case t h a t  they could g e t  away wi th  k i l l i n g ,  which i s  
something t h a t  maybe they wanted t o  do and now--at home 
they had c e r t a i n  i n h i b i t i o n s .  There was some r e s t r a i n t s  on 
them which w e r e n ' t  p r e s e n t  h e r e  on t h e  b a t t l e f i e l d .  Do you . 

t h ink  t h i s  was perhaps why? 

A. I th ink  f o r  a few of t h e  guys,  yes .  

Q H e r e  they could k i l l  and g e t  away wi th  i t ?  
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A .  And g e t  away wi th  i t ,  yes .  

Q- Can you t h i n k  o f  any o t h e r  p o s s i b l e  mot iva t ion?  

A. No. 

Q. I t h i n k  you r e a l i z e  t h a t  we t a l k e d  about how your  
squad l e a d e r  spoke t o  your  squad. You r e a l i z e  t h a t  t h i s  
i n c i d e n t  w a s  n o t  known back i n  t h i s  count ry  u n t i l  r a t h e r  re-
c e n t l y .  

A. A couple  o f  weeks maybe o r  l a t e r  some o f  t h e  
guys g o t  news c l i p p i n g s  from back home s a y i n g  t h a t  l l t h  
Brigade,  1/20, k i l l e d  215 V C ' s  o r  a number of  them. I t  was 
j u s t  a  sma l l  a r t i c le .  

Q Was i t  128 VC? 

A. Something l i k e  t h a t ,  yeah. 

Q- The o f f i c i a l  r e p o r t  was 128. 

A. That  w a s  t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade,  and some o f  t h e  p a r e n t s  
s e n t  it. T h a t ' s  t h e  on ly  t h i n g .  

Q .  I mean t h a t  t h e  knowledge t h a t  a l o t  of o l d  men, 
women, and c h i l d r e n  were k i l l e d  t h e r e .  This  w a s n ' t  known un-
til r e c e n t l y .  Do you have any i d e a  why k h i s  w a s  n o t  re-
p o r t e d  o f f i c i a l l y ,  why t h e  word d i d n ' t  g e t  o u t ?  

A. No, I d o n ' t  know why it  d i d n ' t .  

Q- Did you have some thoughts  about--you know, you
mentioned about BERNHARDT. He was going t o  w r i t e  h i s  con-
gressman. 

A.  Y e s .  

Q- Did you have any thoughts  about  do ing  any th ing
similar  o r  d i d  you know of  anybody e l s e  who d i d ?  

A, No, I d i d n ' t  have any thoughts  about  w r i t i n g ,  and 
I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any o t h e r  guys.  
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Q- Did i t  occur  t o  you a t  t h e  t i m e  t h a t  t h i s  was a 
war crime and t h a t  it should  have been r epo r t ed?  

A. No. 

Q. Do you remember g e t t i n g  any i n s t r u c t i o n s  i n  
your  t r a i n i n g  about  how t o  t rea t  p r i s o n e r s  and noncombatants 
even i f  t h e  person  was a VC, t h a t  i f  h e ' s  n o t  r e s i s t i n g  
and w i l l  submit  t o  c a p t u r e  y o u ' r e  n o t  supposed t o  harm him? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. Do you remember t h e  t r a i n i n g ?  I suppose t h e  
o t h e r  men knew? There were a l s o  i n s t r u c t i o n s  t h a t  you should 
r e p o r t  any i n c i d e n t s  i n  which h e l p l e s s  noncombatants--civil-
i a n s  were k i l l e d .  

(The hea r ing  r e c e s s e d  a t  1535 hour s ,  30 January 
1970.) 

(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1537 hours ,  30 January 

MR WEST: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR t A l l  pe rsons  p r e s e n t  when t h e  h e a r i n g  r eces sed  a r e  
aga in  p r e s e n t .  M r .  PARTSCH, you a r e  reminded t h a t  you a r e  
s t i l l  under o a t h .  

MR WEST: L e t ' s  change the s u b j e c t .  I n  November t h e r e  were 
some newspaper r e p o r t s  t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  some of  t h e  men i n  
C h a r l i e  Company may have been under t h e  i n f l u e n c e  of mari-
juana t h a t  day a t  My Lai  ( 4 ) ,  on 16 March. Do you know any-
t h i n g  about  such a t h i n g ?  

A. On t h a t  day? No, I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  them be ing  under 
it. 

Q Was t h e r e  a mar i juana  problem i n  t h e  company? 

A. No. They used t o  smoke p o t .  I t ' s  n o t  e x a c t l y  
t h e  same. But ,  I know they  used t o  smoke t h e  s t u f f .  I t  
used t o  g e t  a guy h igh .  
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Q Do you know of  any i n s t a n c e s  where a man would go
i n t o  combat when he  was h igh  on po t?  

A. I c a n ' t  recall. 

Q- With r e g a r d  t o  t h e  e n t r i e s  i n  your  d i a r y ,  M r .  
PARTSCH, can you t e l l  us  if t h o s e  e n t r i e s  were made day by 
day? 

A. On t h e  1 5 t h ,  a l l  o f  it w a s  w r i t t e n  i n  t h e  evening.  

Q- I n  t h e  evening  of t h e  15 th?  

A. Y e s .  On t h e  1 6 t h ,  p a r t  of  it was w r i t t e n  on the 
break  a t  1000, and p a r t  of it was w r i t t e n  i n  t h e  evening on 
guard.  I don'  t have t h e  t i m e ,  b u t  it was l a t e  a t  n i g h t .  
And on Sunday t h e  1 7 t h  p a r t  of it was w r i t t e n  i n  a f t e r n o o n ,  
and t h e  r e s t - o f  it was w r i t t e n  i n  t h e  evening when w e  s topped.  
The 19th--well ,  t h a t ' s  n o t  be ing  cons idered .  

Q - I ' m  s o r r y .  I d i d n ' t  unders tand about  the 18 th .  

A. Oh, t h e  18 th .  I missed t h e  18 th .  The 1 8 t h  p a r t  
of it w a s  w r i t t e n  when t h e  two guys g o t  mined. We had t o  
s t o p  f o r  a l i t t l e  w h i l e ,  and I wro te  a l i t t l e  b i t  i n  t h e r e .  
And t h e  rest  of  it w a s  w r i t t e n  i n  t h e  evening.  

Q. I f  it i s  a g r e e a b l e  w i t h  you, M r .  PARTSCH, we w i l l  
make a Xerox copy of t h e s e  e n t r i e s  i n  your  d i a r y  f o r  t h e  
1 5 t h ,  1 6 t h ,  and 1 7 t h ,  and 1 8 t h  of March 1968  and r e t u r n  t h e  
o r i g i n a l  t o  you. Is t h a t  a l l  r i g h t ?  

A. Y e s .  

MR WALSH: J u s t  a couple  of q u e s t i o n s ,  M r .  PARTSCH. When 
t h e  VC nu r se  was cap-kured d i d  you observe h e r  w i th  Captain  
MEDINA a t  a l l ?  

A. No, I c a n ' t - - I  can j u s t  remember him w i t h  t h e  
one guy. 

Q - Did you e v e r  observe  Captain  MEDINA mistreat any
female Vietnamese? 
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A. No, he  never  m i s t r e a t e d  any. 

Q. Do you have any impress ion  o f  Capta in  MEDINA'S 
a t t i t u d e  toward t h e  Vietnamese? 

A. I t h i n k  i c  was that he d i d  have a good impress ion  
of  them. I can remember an i n c i d e n t  where w e  d i d  b r i n g  p r i s -
one r s  i n .  He wouldn' t l e t  nobody b e a t  them up. Like some-
body would come ove r  and k i c k  them and s t u f f  l i k e  t h a t .  He'd 
always t e l l  them t o  l eave  them a l o n e ,  t h a t  t hey  were p r i so -
n e r s  and they  w e r e n ' t  supposed t o  h i t  them o r  no th ing  l i k e  
t h a t .  

Q Now, when you saw t h e  g e n e r a l  a t  LZ D o t t i e  and 
the o t h e r  two o f f i c e r s ,  how f a r  away w e r e  you a t  t h e  c l o s e s t  
p o i n t  you came t o  them? 

A. Twenty t o  twenty-f ive  f e e t .  

Q And w e r e  t hey  a t  t h a t  t i m e  q u e s t i o n i n g  anybody? 

A. When I came i n ,  no. They w e r e  s t a n d i n g  over  there, 
b u t  a s  we were walking down, some of  the guys were i n  t h e r e  
t a l k i n g .  

Q. I n  o t h e r  words, when you f i r s t  came i n  some o f  
you were j a s t  s t a ~ d i n gt h e r e ?  

A. Y e s .  I t h i n k  I w a s  on the f i r s t  l i f t  when we came 
back ,  and t h a t  ' s  why. I t h i n k  Capta in  MEDINA was on the 
f i r s t  l i f t ,  I ' m  n o t  s u r e .  But ,  I t h i n k  I was on t h e  f i r s t  
l i f t ,  and t h a t ' s  why t h e r e  was nobody o v e r  t h e r e .  

Q Well ,  t h e  t h r e e  o f f i c e r s  w e r e  s t a n d i n g  ove r  t h e r e ?  

A. Y e s ,  they  were s t a n d i n g  on the s i d e  on t h e  land-
i n g  zone. 

& mu s a y  when you l e f t  t h a t  more than  one chopper 
came i n  t h e  same t ime t h a t  you d i d ?  

A. Yes, I t h i n k  t h e r e  was f o u r  choppers t h a t  came i n .  

Q. Do you t h i n k  they  were a l l  s l i c k s ?  
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A.  Yes, I t h i n k  they a l l  were. 

Q- Do you remember i f  t h e r e  w e r e  any b i g  ones--
groups ? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember any. 

Q. Now, you g o t  o f f  the chopper and you walked p a s t  
t h e  g e n e r a l  and Colonel BARKER and t h e  o t h e r  o f f i c e r .  

A.  Y e s .  

Q And then  d i d  they walk toward any o t h e r  group 
t h a t  g o t  o f f ?  

A. No, they  s tood  t h e r e .  I d o n ' t  know i f  it was an 
o f f i c e r  o r  n o t  t h a t  went over  t o  t a l k  t o  them. 

Q Now, i s  t h a t  t h e  only  person t h a t  you saw g e t  o f f  
and go over  t o  t a l k  t o  t h e  g e n e r a l  and t h e  o t h e r  two o f f i c e r s ?  

A. Y e s ,  because I was down f u r t h e r  a f t e r  t h a t . .  

Q. I t a k e  it from your d i a r y  t h a t  from see ing  t h a t  
scene t h a t  t hey  were ask ing  ques t ions  of whoever it was 
t h a t  went over  from your  group t o  them? 

A. Yes, 

Q And you d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any o t h e r  reasons f o r  making 
t h a t  e n t r y  i n  your d i a r y  o t h e r  than  t h a t  o n e . i n d i v i d u a 1  went 
over  t o  t h a t  group? 

A. No. 

Q- Do you r e c a l l  o r  i s  it p o s s i b l e  t h a t  you heard 
comments from o t h e r  people  t h a t  prompted t h a t  e n t r y  i n . y o u r  
d i a r y  o r  are you p r e t t y  s u r e  t h a t  it was your own observa-
t i o n  of t h e  g e n e r a l  be ing  t h e r e ?  

A. I t  could have been. I could have heard someone 
say it and t h e n  I could have wrote  it down. 

MR WEST: I ' m  n o t  e n t i r e l y  c l e a r  about t h e  ques t ion .  Were 
t h e r e  a number of men i n  the  group t h a t  were ques t ioned?  
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A. When I came o f f  t h e  chopper? No, when I came 
down I th ink  I was on the  f i r s t  chopper, l i k e .  I was c lose  
t o  t h e  road t h a t  was going t o  the  main camp, and as  I was 
going down t h e r e  were t h r e e  guys going over  t o  where t h e  
t h r e e  men were. 

Q. I s e e .  Okay, these  t h r e e  men went over  t o  where 
they were? 

A. Yes. 

MR WALSH: M r .  PARTSCH, I no t i ced  t h a t  you have another  
notebook. 

A. Yes. 

6. Do you have anything i n  t h e r e  t h a t  would p e r t a i n  
t o  My La i  ( 4 )  ? 

A. No, t h i s  ends back on t h e  _!.9thof March. And I 
continued t h i s  one on t h e  20th of March. 

MR WEST: U p  t o  t h i s  p o i n t  have you e v e r  experienced any-
t h i n g  l i k e  t h i s ?  

A. No. 

Q. Did you e v e r  experience it  l a t e r ,  where women and 
c h i l d r e n  were--

A. 
k i l l e d ?  

( In te rpos ing)  Where t h e r e  were a l o t  of people 

Q. Well,  where women and c h i l d r e n ,  noncombatants 
were k i l l e d ?  

A. No, I don' t remember any o t h e r  t ime. 

Q Do you know of  any s i m i l a r  i n s t a n c e s  where maybe 
one o r  two people were k i l l e d ?  See,  once i n  a whi le  some-
one i n  Vietnam has  t r i e d  t o  k i l l  p r i s o n e r s .  

A. I th ink  it  was on LZ Dot t i e  f o r  lunch. There was 
down i n  the  v a l l e y  on a t r a i l - - t h e r e  were some people t h e r e  
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with  animals. I don 't know who s h o t  them. They were running,  
and somebody y e l l e d  t o  shoo t  over  t h e i r  heads i n t o  t h e  group 
of people s tanding  t h e r e .  And they h i t  somebody. We 
d i d n ' t  know a t  t h e  time what i t  was. And then  we went down, 
and it was a woman t h a t  g o t  h i t .  And we c a l l e d  medevac i n  
r i g h t  away t o  t r y  t o  save h e r .  

Q. Well, was t h e r e  some thought t h a t  they  might be 
VC? 

A .  Yes, t h a t ' s  why they  were s h o t  down. Because 
they were running a f t e r  they  seen  us a t  t h e  t o p  of t h e  h i l l ,  
and they dropped t h e i r  t o o l s  and s t a r t e d  running down the 
h i l l .  

Q Can you t h i n k  of anything e l s e  you can t e l l  us a t  
t h i s  t ime t h a t  would h e l p  i n  this i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  any s t a t e -
ments t h a t  you would l i k e  t o  make? You know what our  gene-
r a l  purposes a r e .  

A. Nothing e l s e  t h a t  I can th ink  o f .  

&- We a r e  most g r a t e f u l  t o  you f o r  coming. I know 
it has been a l o t  of t r o u b l e  and time. You have given us 
a l o t  of va luable  informat ion ,  and we a r e  g r a t e f u l  t o  you. 
I f  you d o n ' t  mind, Major ZYCHOWSKI w i l l  s t a y  wi th  you f o r  
a few more ques t ions .  We a r e  very g r a t e f u l  t o  you f o r  com-
ing .  Thank you very much. The hear ing  w i l l  r ecess .  

(The hear ing  recessed  a t  1550 hours ,  30 January 
1970 .) 

(The hea r ing  reconvened a t  1745 hours ,  30 
January 1970. ) 

MAJ ZYCHOLISKI: The hea r ing  w i l l  come t o  order .  M r .  PARTSCH, 
I remind you t h a t  you a r e  s t i l l  under oa th .  

M r .  PARTSCH, during t h e  previous testimony t h a t  
you have given,  you read  from your d i a r y  t o  M r .  WEST. P r i o r  
t o  t h i s  in te rv iew I had you read  from your d i a r y  t o  Spe-
c i a l i s t  BROCKMAN who has i n  turned  typed t h i s  on l e g a l  
s i z e d  paper.  It  p e r t a i n s  t o  t h e  days of March 1 5 ,  1 6 ,  1 7 ,  
and 18. These a r e  t h e  da tes  t h a t  you i n d i c a t e d  from your 
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d i a r y  t h a t  were t h e  da tes  t h a t  p e r t a i n  t o  thp 1-ly Lai  ( 4 )  
i n c i d e n t  and t h e  days following. I show you these  pages 
and reques t  t h a t  you look them over ,  make any c o r r e c t i o n s  
t h a t  y o u ' s o  d e s i r e .  Please i n i t i a l  any c o r r e c t i o n s  t h a t  
you do make. I f  i t  is  c o r r e c t  I reques t  t h a t  you i n  t u r n  
s i g n  your name a t  t h e  bcttom of t h e  page. 

(MAJ ZYCHOWSKI handed t h e  wi tness  t h e  document.) 

A. Everything i s  c o r r e c t  on t h e  two pages.  

(The wi tness  s igned t h e  document, Thomas R. 
PARTSCH .) 

A. M r .  PARTSCH , a l s o  dur ing  t h e  previous in terv iew,  
Colonel F R A N K L I N  requested t h a t  you read  through your d i a r y  
t o  s e e  i f  you could come across  any i n c i d e n t s  t h a t  you re-
corded where Vietnamese women were raped.  You i n d i c a t e d  t o  
me t h a t  you found two da tes  i n  your d i a r y .  They were 29 
February,  and 3 May 1968. Aqain, you read  t h i s  t o  S p e c i a l i s t  
BROCKMANN who i n  t u r n  has  typed it. I reques t  t h a t  you read 
both  pages f o r  i t  I s  c o r r e c t n e s s .  I f  t h e r e  a r e  any e r r o r s ,  
p l e a s e  make the  necessary c o r r e c t i o n s  and i n i t i a l  them. I 
again reques t  t h a t  you s i g n  your name t o  t h e  t o p  of t h e  
second page. 

(MAJ ZYCHOWSKI handed t h e  wi tness  the document. ) 

A. These pages a r e  c o r r e c t .  

(The wi tness  s igned t h e  document, Thomas R. 
PARTSCH .) 

a The typed copy e x t r a c t e d  from M r .  PARTSCH1s d ia ry
f o r  the  d a t e s  1 5 ,  1 6 ,  1 7 ,  and 18 March 1968 and s igned by 
him is  e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  record  a s  E x h i b i t  M-85. 

The typed copy fox t h e  d a t e s  29  February and 3 
May 1968 e x t r a c t e d  from M r .  PARTSCH1s d i a r y  da ted  and s igned 
by him a re  e n t e r e d  i n  t h e  record  a s  E x h i b i t  M-86. 

M r .  PARTSCH, you i n d i c a t e d  t h e r e  was one i n c i d e n t  
where you r e c a l l e d  Lieutenant  BROOKS being involved wi th  a 
Vietnamese woman. The impression t h a t  I had was t h a t  Lieu-
t e n a n t  BROOKS was a l s o  involved i n  the  rapes .  Could you 
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c l a r i f y  t h i s ?  Was t h i s  a rape? Did you s e e  i t ?  Would you 
e x p l a i n  t h e  circumstances surrounding t h i s ?  

A. I was nea r  t h e  hootch t h a t  they  were i n .  It may 
n o t  have been a rape ,  because many guys had come ou t  and they 
s a i d  t h e  g i r l  enjoyed i t ,  and she  kep t  egging them on. So i t  
may no t  have been an a c t u a l  rape.  I t  may have been a w i l l i n g  
t h i n g  t o  t h e  g i r l .  

Q I n  o t h e r  words, as  t h e  G I ' s  came back they  s a i d  
s h e  enjoyed i t ,  and t h i s  i s  when Lieutenant  BROOKS went on 
down t h e r e ?  

A. Yes. 

Q But you d id  n o t  s e e  i t  o r  h e a r  any screaming? 

A. I d i d  n o t  s e e  it, and I d id  n o t  h e a r  any screaming. 

Q Also during your previous testimony you i n d i c a t e d  .%-:?= 

C\Jt h a t  when you landed a t  LZ D o t t i e ,  you saw a genera l  and se- C .. 
v e r a l  o t h e r  o f f i c e r s  t h e r e .  P r i o r  t o  t h i s  in te rv iew,  I gave 
you a company r o s t e r  and requested t h a t  you t r y  t o  r e f r e s h  
your memory and perhaps r e c a l l  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  t h a t  f lew 
wi th  you i n  the  chopper t o  LZ Dot t i e .  Do you r e c a l l  anybody 0 4  

t h a t  accompanied you from t h e  f i e l d  t o  LZ Dot t i e?  

A. No, I c a n ' t  remember the names of  anyboay. 

Q You c a n ' t  remember anybody a t  a l l ?  

A. No, no t  h i s  name. 

Q A s  I r e c a l l  from your previous testimony, you 
mentioned t h a t  you walked about 20 f e e t  away from the 
genera l  and the o t h e r  o f f i c e r s .  Is t h i s  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Yes. 

Q I wonder i f  you could descr ibe  a l i t t l e  more i n  
d e t a i l  as  t o  the  d r e s s  of t h e  genera l?  

A. He had a s o f t  cap on. I th ink  he had one of those 
s c a r f s  on, an OD c o l o r ,  green ,  and he had a p i s t o l  b e l t  on 
wi th  a , 45 .  S o r t  of a t a l l  man i n  maybe h i s  f i f t i e s .  
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Q. But he  had a p i s t o l  b e l t  on you say  and a . 4 5 .  
Is t h i s  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q You i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  L ieu tenan t  Colonel BARKER was 
wi th  him. Is t h i s  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q Could you g ive  a comparison between h e i g h t s  of 
L ieu tenan t  Colonel BARKER and t h e  g e n e r a l  t h a t  you saw? Was 
t h e  g e n e r a l  t a l l e r  o r  sma l l e r?  

A. The g e n e r a l  was t a l l e r .  Colonel BARKER was may-
be a head s h o r t e r  than  t h e  gene ra l .  

Q. About a head s h o r t e r  than  t h e  gene ra l ?  

A. Y e s .  

&. Could you g i v e  some d e s c r i p t i o n  o r  anyth ing  about 
t h e  t h i r d  person t h a t  was t h e r e ?  

A, No, I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  anything about  him. 

2. M r .  PARTSCH, do you have any photographs of t h e  
My Lai ( 4 )  i n c i d e n t ?  

A. No, I don' t,. 

Q D o  you r e c a l l  anyone wiLh a camera who took p ic -
t u r e s  du r ing  t h i s  combat a s s a u l t ?  "' 

A. No, I d o n ' t .  

Q. Do you know anybody who may have p i c t u r e s  t h a t  
r e l a t e  t o  My Lai  ( 4 )  ? 

A. No. 

Q. M r .  PARTSCH, aga in  I would l i k e  t o  s t a t e  t h a t  
w e  a p p r e c i a t e  your  coming h e r e  today. When you go home, 
should you come a c r o s s  any document o r  p i c t u r e s ,  o r  i f  you 
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should r e c a l l  some of t h e  personnel  t h a t  accompanied you i n  
t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  t o  D o t t i e ,  we would s i n c e r e l y  apprec ia te  you  
giving  us a c a l l .  

A. A l l  r i g h t .  

Q- The hea r ing  i s  recessed .  

(The hea r ing  recessed  a t  1755 hours ,  30 January 
1970.) 

(The hea r ing  reconvened a t  1925 hours ,  30 
January 1970. ) 

M A J  ZYCHOWSKI: The hea r ing  w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  I remind 
you t h a t  you' a r e  s t i l l  under oa th .  

M r .  PARTSCH, you i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  when you landed 
a t  LZ Dot t i e  t h a t  t h e r e  was a  genera l  and two o t h e r  o f f i c e r s  LC
t h a t  met some of  t h e  personnel  t h a t  were debarking from t h e  r", 
choppers. I show you now two p i c t u r e s  of o f f i c e r s  and ask a 
you i f  you can i d e n t i f y  e i t h e r  one of t h e s e  two as  being t h e  
person you saw on LZ Dot t i e  on t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  da te?  

p: 
A. I th ink  it i s  t h i s  one. 

Q Can you p o s i t i v e l y  i d e n t i f y  him as  be ing  the per-
son t h a t  you saw? 

A. I c a n ' t  swear t o  it, b u t  he looks f a m i l i a r  t o  me. 

' Q =  I n  o t h e r  words, y o u ' r e  no t  p o s i t i v e  bu t  t h e r e  i s  
a resemblance from t h i s  p i c t u r e  t o  the person t h a t  you saw 
a t  LZ Dot t i e .  I t ' s  p o s s i b l e ,  b u t  you a r e  n o t  p o s i t i v e ?  

A. I t ' s  p o s s i b l e ,  yes .  

Q =  This p i c t u r e  t h a t  you i d e n t i f i e d  i s  t h e  p i c t u r e  
of Br igadier  General YOUNG. M r .  PARTSCH I show you a photo-
graph which i s  descr ibed  as  being Br igadier  General YOUNG on 
t h e  l e f t  of the  photograph and t o  h i s  l e f t  i s  Lieutenant  
Colonel BARKER and on t h e  extreme r i g h t  i s  a p i c t u r e  of a 
m i l i t a r y  policeman. I show you t h i s  photograph and ask you 
i f  General YOUNG looks l i k e  t h e  genera l  t h a t  met you a t  LZ 
Dot t ie?  
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A. Y e s ,  I t h i n k  t h a t ' s  t h e  man who vi~st h e r e .  

Q It looks l i k e  t h e  man? 

A. Yes. 

Q- Can you p o s i t i v e l y  i d e n t i f y  him? 

A .  No, I c a n ' t  say  p o s i t i v e ,  

Q This photograph w i l l  be  e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  record  
as  Exh ib i t  P-198. 

Q - M r .  PARTSCH, I show you another  photograph which 
shows a h e l i c o p t e r  i n  the  background and two personnel  wi th  
t h e i r  f e e t  on the  bumper of a jeep. D o  you recognize t h e  person 
h e r e  a s  meeting you a t  LZ Dot t ie?  

A. Yes, he looks t h e  same. 

Q .  Which one? 

A. The one with t h e  whi te  h a i r .  

Q. The man wi th  t h e  whi te  h a i r  i n  t h e  c e n t e r  of  t h e  
photograph i s  i d e n t i f i e d  a s  B r i g a d i e r  General  YOUNG and t o  
h i s  l e f t  i s  Lieutenant  Colonel BARKER. This photograph i s  
e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  record  as  Exh ib i t  P-199. 

Q M r .  PARTSCH, I show you another  photograph which 
has four  people i n  i t  and ask you t o  look a t  it, Is t h e r e  a 
person h e r e  who resembles t h e  one t n a t  met you a t  LZ Dot t i e?  

A. Yes, him, t h e  man on t h e  r i g h t .  

Q =  The man on t h e  r i g h t  i s  t h e  second person from 
t h e  r i g h t  of t h e  photograph who is  i d e n t i f i e d  as Br igad ie r  
General YOUNG. Again you f e e l  that t h i s  i s  the person who 
resembles t h e  one t h a t  you saw? Is t h i s  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Yes. 

Q. Can you p o s i t i v e l y  i d e n t i f y  him? 
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A. No, I cannot.  

Q On t h e  l e f t  of t h i s  photograph is Chaplain Lieu-
t e n a n t  Colonel Milliam LEWIS, t h e  America1 Divis ion Chaplain 
i n  March 1968. To h i s  l e f t  and t o  the  c e n t e r  of  t h e  photo-
graph i s  Lieutenant  Colonel P a t r i c k  H. D I O N N E ,  t h e  Informa-
t i o n  O f f i c e r ,  America1 Divis ion.  To h i s  l e f t  i s  Br igad ie r  
General YOUNG, and t o  h i s  l e f t  o r  the f i r s t  person on the  r i g h t  
of the  photograph is Lieutenant  Colonel Frank BARKER. This 
photograph is  e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  record  as Exh ib i t  P-200. 

Q M r .  PARTSCH, of t h e s e  photographs t h a t  I have 
shown you then ,  t h e  person t h a t  you have picked a s  t h e  gene-
r a l  t h a t  met you a t  LZ Dot t i e  i s  Br igadier  General YOUNG. 
Is t h i s  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q There i s  a p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  he could be t h e  per-
son b u t  you a r e  n o t  p o s i t i v e ?  a.-; 

C', : 
C-

A. Yes. 

Q e  M r .  PARTSCH, what type  of company was C/1/20? cb'
6: 

A. I t  was considered a hard  co re  company. They' d 
go i n t o  t h e  v i l l ages - - i f  they  d i d n ' t  l i k e  a person o r  some-
th ing  they 'd  push him away o r  something. I f  they wanted t o  
upse t  the  r i c e  b a s k e t s ,  c u t  down t h e i r  t r e e s ,  r i p  a hootch 
down, o r  anything l i k e  t h a t ,  t h e y ' d  do it .  No f e e l i n g .  

Q In  o t h e r  words, i f  they d i d n ' t  l i k e  a person--
a r e  you r e f e r r i n g  t o  i n  t h i s  case a Vietnamese person? 

A. Yes, o r  i f  they  d idn '  t l i k e  where they  were going 
, o r  had a bad a t t i t u d e  t h a t  day, t h e y ' d  j u s t  ransack a v i l l a g e .  

Q. Did the  o f f i c e r s  s e e  t h i s ?  

PA. Yes, t h e  p la toon l e a d e r s  d i d  s e e  t h i s .  

Q The p la toon l e a d e r s  d i d  s e e  i t ?  

A. Yes. 
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Q. What d i d  they  th ink  of t h i s ?  

A. They d i d n ' t  say anything about it. When Lieu-
t e n a n t  CALLEY was my pla toon l e a d e r  he never stopped the men 
from doing any ransacking of t h e  v i l l a g e s ,  o r  messing with 
t h e  women, o r  nothing.  He j u s t  l e t  them go. 

Q How about Lieutenant  BROOKS? 

A. Lieutenant  BROOKS was most of t h e  time the  same 
way. Sometimes i f  he saw a h igher  o f f i c e r  o r  Captain MEDINA 
was nea r ,  he would t e l l  t h e  guys t o  c u t  i t  o u t ,  b u t  otherwise 
he would l e t  them go a l s o .  

Q With t h e  men doing a l l  t h e s e  a c t s ,  would you say 
t h a t  t h e  o f f i c e r s  , i n  t h i s  case t h e  p la toon l e a d e r s ,  had 
c o n t r o l  of t h e i r  men? 

A .  No, I d o n ' t  t h i n k  they  d id .  

Q - M r .  PARTSCH, you i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e  o f f i c e r s  saw 
t h e  men doing t h e s e  a c t s ,  and you s t a t e d  t h a t  they  had no 
c o n t r o l  over  t h e i r  men. Could you exp la in  t h i s ?  

A. They could have stopped t h e i r  men, b u t  t h e  l i e u -
t enan t s  never  d id .  They would j u s t  l e t  them go on. I f  he 
would have t o l d  them t o  s t o p  they would have done i t  behind 
h i s  back anyway. Sometimes L i e u t e n a n t  C-%LEY vo l~ ldalso 2s  
t he  same s t u f f .  He would rough up t h e  v i l l a g e r s .  He would 
des t roy  the  v i l l a g e  t h e  same way they  did--the r e g u l a r  way 
t h e  p la toon would. To me Lieutenant  CALLEY wasn ' t  a very 
good p la toon l e a d e r .  He would do t h e  same t h i n g s  a s  t h e  
o t h e r  guys would do. 

Q M r .  PARTSCH, is t h e r e  anything e l s e  t h a t  you would 
l i k e  t o  add t o  what you have previous ly  t e s t i f i e d  t o ?  

A. N o ,  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  so .  

Q. Again, M r .  PARTSCH, I thank you. The hear ing  is  
recessed.  

(The hea r ing  recessed  a t  1943 hours ,  30 January 
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