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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY

WITNESS: BUNNING, Dennis M.

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 16 January 1970
PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A

COUNSEL: None

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: Rifleman, lst Squad,
2d Platoon, C/1/20.

1. PRIOR TRAINING IN THE RULES OF LAND WARFARE.

Although BUNNING received no training regarding the
handling of PW's and noncombatants, he attended a lecture
type briefing on the subject (pgs. 65, 66). This took place
either in Vietnam or Hawaii (pg. 66). The witness recalled
being given cards containing the same information as the
MACV gards "Nine Rules" and "The Enemy in Your Hands"

(pgs. 66, 67). He was not certain that he received those-
exact cards (pgs. 66, 67).

2, PREOPERATIONAL PLANS AND BRIEFINGS.

a. MEDINA's orxder to kill everyone in My Lai.

BUNNING was not incountry at the time of the mine=:
field incident, but was told about it on his return (pg. 3).
He did not recall the memorial service which preceded
MEDINA's briefing on the 15th (pg. 3). MEDINA stated that
the company was going on a search and destroy operation into
My Lai (4) (pgs. 4, 30). They had taken a lot of casualties
in this area and could not even return fire because it was
not within their AO (pg. 30). MEDINA said that this would be
an opportunity to avenge the recent losses in this area of
operaticns (pgs. 4, 30, 31). MEDINA ordered the men to kill
everyone in the village (pgs. 4, 30). They were to kill or
destroy everything there (pgs. 10, 31). MEDINA described the
village as a VC stronghold (pgs. 4, 30), and told the men to
expect quite a fight (pg. 30). MEDINA said that the orders to
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kill everyone had not come from higher authority (pgs. 4, 5,
30). The orders from above had been merely to kill the enemy
(pgs. 4, 5, 30). However, MEDINA told the company to take
this opportunity for revenge and kill everyone (pgs. 4, 5,
30). The men were to go in shooting all the way (pg. 5).
Although the operation was planned to take place at the time
when most of the women would be at market, BUNNING did not
recall MEDINA excluding women and children from the "kill
everyone"order (pg. 10). BUNNING was under the impression
that MEDINA was going beyond the order given him by higher
headguarters (pg. 5). He believed that most of the other
men had the same understanding of the order he did or they
would not have gone in shooting (pg. 7). BUNNING was not
shocked the next day because he saw exactly what he thought
had been ordered (pg. 7). Some of the men were shocked
(pgs. 7, 8). The witness understood the "kill everyone"
order to extend to all the places the company was to go on
this operation (pg. 6). The company never before had been

" ordered to go into a village and kill everybody (pg. 10).

b. Other information given out at the briefing.

BUNNING was under the impression that the operation
would last three days and that they were to search and
destroy everything from My Lai to the ocean (pgs. 5, 30).
MEDINA said My Lai would be prepped by artillery before they
went in (pg. 5). Although MEDINA did not give an oxder
against it, he did not say that raping would be all right
(pg. 31). He did not say anything about it at all (pg. 31).
At a briefing given by BROOKS, BUCHANON, or HODGES after
MEDINA's it was explained to BUNNING that the boundary
between the 1lst and 2d platoons would be the center of the
village (pys. 6, 56, 57). The third platoon was to follow
behind setting the village afire and making a body count
(pg. 13). He did not remember BUCHANON bringingbeer around
after the briefing (pg. 7).

3. ASSAULT ON MY LAI.

a. Attack on the village of My Lai.

(1) Action after insertion.

BUNNING came in on the second lift (pg. 58).
After the platoon got on line it moved toward the northwestern.
part of My Lai (pgs. 12, 58). They were on the outer edge
of the village (pg. 58). Five or six men and women in the
 field in front of the platoon were shot individually as the
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platoon moved forward (pgs. 13, 14, 58, 59). HODGES, his
squad leader, told BUNNING that he too would have to fire at
these people. When he refused he was moved next to
GONZALEZ on the extreme left flank of the platoon (pgs. 12,
14, 59). GONZALEZ, did not do much shooting (pg. 16).

(2) Actions on entering the village.

As the platoon came into the village the men
were firing at everything they saw, including the animals
(pg. 15). Everyone was participating in this {(pg. 16).

They did not then,nor at any time during the operation,
receive any hostile fire (pgs. 16, 17). 2As they started
moving through the wvillage three children between the ages

of seven and nine came running out of the hedgerow with their
hands out yelling "chop, chop" which meant they wanted food.

.- They were killed by the Americans (pgs.l4, 59). BUNNING did

not know who shot them (pg. 59). He witnessed this from a
distance of 30 to 40 feet (pg. 59).

(3) ZKilling of group by SCHIEL's squad.

BUNNING saw a sguad leader named SCHIEL and
five or six of his men take a Vietnamese family of eight
to ten from a hootch and shoot them with an M-60 and M-16's
(pgs. 16, 18, 59). The group was composed of men, women,
and children who ranged in age between 4 and 50 (pgs. 16,
17, 59). These persons did not have any weapons and did
not put up any resistance (pg. 17). Prior to killing these
people SCHIEL told them several times, "I don't want to do
it, but I have to because we were ordered to do it" (pgs. 16,
59). SCHIEL was trying to make rank, and he probably killed
these people because he felt he was under orders to do so
{(pg. 16).

(4) Mcvement through the village.

As they moved through the village they
metnodlcalh(kllled all the people and animals they saw
because this is what they had been told to do (pg. 17).

The men were under good control from their platoon and squad
leaders (pg. 15}). They did not take the time to search hootches,
bunkers, and tunnels or to burn the village since these

were the jobs of the third platoon {(pgs. 17, 18). About h
three-quarters of the way through the village they saw a

young male attempting to escape. BUNNING and HODGES both

fired at the man, but it was HODGES who brought him down

(pgs. 9, 60). This was the only time BUNNING fired all day

(pg. 19). ‘
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b. Attack on the village of Binh Tay.

(1) Recovery of weapons from two VC.

When they reached the end of My Lai they
received word that two VC with weapons had been shot to the
north of the village by gunships (pg. 60). The platoon
moved to the north and in the rice paddies they found two
military-age males dressed in black with webgear and weapons,
one of which was a carbine (pgs. 11, 20, 21). After finding
these bodies and retrieving the weapons, the platcon was
ordered to search the village of Binh Tay (pgs. 11, 21, 60).

(2) ROSCHEVITZ kills a group of Vietnamese.

As the platoon moved into the village they
gathered the people together into a group (pgs. 22, 60).
ROSCHEVITZ, who had not had an opportunity to fire his

M-79 because it did not work well at close range, wanted iz
to try out the effect of his M-79 on one of these groups

(pgs. 22, 61). This group was composed of 20 men, women, and
children who were sitting down and huddled together (pgs. 22, ¢
24, 61). At a distance of 80 to 100 feet ROSGHEVITZ fired N

several rounds at these people which killed or wounded most
of them (pgs. 22, 61). Those who were not killed were
finished off by other soldiers with riflies (pgs. 23, 61).
BUNNING did not know who these soldiers were (pg. 23). Since
ROSCHEVITZ was standing on a slight hill between the witness
and the Vietnamese, BUNNING's view of the target was

obscured (pg. 24). However, he saw ROSCHEVITZ fire and
heard the rounds go off (pgs. 24, 25). He did not know if
BROOKS, BUCHANON, or SCHIEL.saw this (pgs. 23, 25).

(3) Rapes in Binh Tay witnessed by BUNNING.

BUNNING saw HODGES take a girl into a hootch
and rape her (pgs. 26, 32, 62). He went to the door of the
hootch where this was taking place and was able to observe
the rape (pg. 32). Perhaps GONZALEZ and MACBREEN saw this
also (pg. 27). He witnessed a second rape in which three
soldiers, two of whom may have been DELGADO and RODRIGUEZ,
had simultaneous relations with a woman (pgs. 26, 27, 62).
‘BUNNING believed that the woman involved was the same person
raped by HODGES (pg. 26). As they made there way through
the village he saw several girls grabbed by soldiers '
with whom they were forced to have relations (pg. 28).
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In two instances the men shot the girls when they were

done (pg. 28). He had a good view of these rapes, but

not as close as that involving HODGES (pg. 37). Even after
the order to stop the killing came the raping continued

(pg. 33). From the point where the order was given until
they were out of the village he saw a couple of rapes

(pg. 62). However, he witnessed these at a distance (pg. 63).

In all he saw approximately seven rapes, some of which were
done by Caucasians and some by Spanish Americans (pg. 31).

BROOKS would not have tolerated this, and thus it was done
behind his back (pg. 32). The witness knew nothing about

- a rape involving TORRES and JOLLY (pg. 35).

(4) The order to stop the killing.

As they moved through Binh Tay they killed
everyone they saw (pg. 22). The organization of the platoon
was not as good in Binh Tay as it had been in My Lai
(pg. 22). About halfway through the village BROOKS received
an order from MEDINA to stop the killing (pgs. 28, 62).

This order did not make sense to BUNNING because they had
killed so many people already. Perhaps MEDINA felt that they
had killed all the people he thought they could get away
with (pg. 28). After the order came they moved through
the rest < the village without killing anyone (pg. 35).

They gathered up a group of about 30 people and began moving
them toward My Lai (4) (pgs. 36, 62). The platoon received
an order from MEDINA to return to My Lai (4) immediately

and BROOKS ordered these people to be released (pgs. 36,

63).

-(5) Break for lunch.

After releasing these people the platoon went
to the northeast corner of My Lai where they married up with
- the rest of the company and had lunch (pgs. 21, 37, 63).
He saw a burning hootch with bodies under it near the place
where they gte (pg. 36). He estimated that this took place
at 1300 hours (pg. 63). He did not recall seeing any
helicopters land during this time (pg. 64). He did not
get over to the 1lst platoon's area (pg. 37) .

c. Actions following My Lai.

: After lunch the company moved east to a graveyard
where it joined B/4/3 for the night position (pgs. 39, 64).
He did not observe any bodies along the route of march
(pg. 64). There were a couple of National Police at the
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laager site, but he did not see them kill any VC suspects
(pgs. 39, 40). On the 17th the company burned the villages
through which it proceeded and CALLEY's platoon hit a mine
returning from a mission on a hill (pg. 41). On the 18th
two persons hit a mine and were medevac'd (pg. 41).

4. INQUIRIES AFTER THE ASSAULT.

The company was extracted on the 18th, but BUNNING™
did not recall HENDERSON at LZ Dottie asking questions about
the operation (pgs. 41, 42). He was never questioned about
the My Lai incident by anyone (pgs. 42, 44). MEDINA
gathered the men together at LZ Dottie and told them that
there was going to be an investigation and the less they
said the better it would be (pgs. 43, 44). He told them not
to write home (pg. 55). BERNHARDT threatened to write his
congressman, but was warned not to do so (pg. 52). This did
not take place at the briefing (pg. 52).I It would have been
unwise for him to do so (pg. 52). BUNNING believed that it ™
was MEDINA's influence which kept the men from discussing v
My Lai or writing home about it, and that it was MEDINA's
influence which kept talk from getting around about it
(pgs. 54, 55). Except at the briefing given by MEDINA, he
was never told to keep quiet about the operation (pg. 44).
He heard some rumors about an investigation, but on 20 March
he was hospitalized for malaria and did not return for a
month (pg. 42).

2F

5. OTHER INFORMATION.

a. Rape in C Company.

Rape was quite common in C Company (pg. 33). At
first BUNNING had stopped several people in the act of rape,
but his life was threatened so he gave up trying to prevent
it from occurring (pg. 33). BROOKS nearly ended it, but
BROOKS could not control what the men did in the field
(pg. 34). BUCHANON also tried to stop it, but HODGES made
no attempt to do so (pg. 35).

b. Attitude toward Vietnamese.

Most of the men did not consider the Vietnamese
human, and killing them was just like killing an old dog

(pgs. 45, 46). One exception to this was a hippie named
GAFOLO who tried to make friends with the villagers (pgs. 45,
‘65). However, the kind acts of GAFOLO and a few others could

not override the bad acts of the rest (pg. 45).
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c. Use of marijuana in C Company.

While marijuana was widely used in the company, it
played no part whatsoever in this operation (pgs. 49, 50).

d. BUNNING's assessment of MEDINA.

MEDINA was"the best CO," BUNNING had ever seen
(pgs. 54, 55). MEDINA knew his job and knew how to get
things done (pg. 55). He took good care of the men, and he
never gave anyone a tongue-lashing unless they deserved it
(pg. 55). C Company was a very rough eutfit and it took a
strong man to command it (pg. 56).

e. Operations after My Lai.

After My Lai the company engaged in search and
destroy missions as it had previously (pg. 49).

(BUNNING) 7 SUM APP T-168
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EXHIBITS

_DESCRIPTION

NOTES

PAGES

M-2

MACV Card "Nine
Rules"

IWit was issued this

card or a card like

it.

66

MACV Card "Enemy in Your
Hands.

Wit was 1ssued thisg
or a card like it.

66

p-1

Aerial photo of My Lai

The witness was
oriented on map.

l1-rPosition of LZ.

10,11

57

2-Place where he

saw three children
shot.

59

3-Place where he

Saw SCHIELS KIitl
group of 10:

4-Place where two

60

VC with weapons
were found. '

60

5-Place where

M~79 into group.

ROSCHEVITZ fired

61

6-Place in Binh

Tay where they re-
ceived orders to

stop killing
people. '

62

8-Place where

they ate lunch.

63

Miscellaneous Scene

Wit recognized
MEDINA.

64
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EXHIBITS
EXHIBIT
NUMBER DESCRIPTION NOTES . PAGES
e IWit recognized »
P-14 Miscellaneous_ Scene DUSTIN. 64
P-1 as annotated by Admitted into
P-170 the witness evidence. 65
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» (The hearing reconvened at 1030 hours, 16 January
1970.) '

MR WEST: The hearing will come to order.

RCDR: The following named persons are present: MR WEST,
MAJ ZYCHOWSKI, and MAJ COOP.

The next witness is Mr. Dennis M. BUNNING.

'(MR BUNNING was called as a witness, was sworn,
and he testified as follows:)

'Will you state your full name, occupation and
residence? :

A. Dennis Martin BUNNING, I am a rancher thereabouts
raising poultry and chickens.

RCDR: What is your address, please?
A, Star Route, Raymond, California.

MR WEST: Mr. BUNNING, before we get into any questions, I
want to give you some information about the nature and purpose
of this inquiry.

This 1nvestlgatlon was directed by the Secretary
of the Army and:the Chief of Staff, United States Army, for
the purpose of: determlnlng facts and making findings and
recommendatlons concerning:

. (1) the adegquacy of the prior investigations
into what is now commonly referred to as the My Lai incident
of 16 March 1968, and

- (2) the possible suppression or withholding
of information by any person who had a duty to report and
.‘to furnish information concerning this incident.

. We are not attempting to. inquire into all aspects

: of what happened at My Lai, for example, we are not directly

concerned with the possible criminal culpability of anybody
for the things they did there that day that may have been
wrong. ,

(BUNNING) 1 APP T-168
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We have had made available to us and have reviewed
prior official statements obtained in other investigations of
the My Lai incident, for example as you know, we have a copy
of the statement which you gave the CID agent.

Your testimony will be taken under ocath, a verba-
tim transcript will be prepared and a tape recording is being
made in addition to the verbatim notes being taken by the
reporter.

The general classification of our report will be
confidential, however, it is possible that later on, the test-
imony, or parts of it, may become a matter of public know-
ledge.

We request that you not discuss your testimony
with others, including other witnesses in this investigation,
except as you may be asked or required to do in connectiocn
with any administrative, or judicial, or legislative hearing
or proceedings. For example, there is a subcommittee of the
House Armed Services Committee which is taking some testimony
about the My Lai incident and when we ask you not to discuss
it, this of course doesn't apply to them, because they have
an official legitimate reason for inquiring into it.

Have you received an order from the military judge
in the case of United States v. Calley?

A. NO.

Q. In case you later receive it, it will be an order
to the effect that you should not discuss the facts regarding
the My Lai incident which might come up later in the court-
martial trial for CALLEY. In order to help insure that the
accused will really get a fair trial, I request that you not
discuss your testimony with anyone. Should you be asked to be
a witness for one of the cases this would not prevent you

from doing so, I'm sure you appreciate that.

MR WEST: For the record, Mr. BUNNING, were you a member of

the United States Army on 16 March 19687

A. Yes, sir.

Q. When were you discharged?

A, It was either the 1l4th or the 15th of January, 1969.
(BUNNING) 2 APP T-168
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Q. What was your grade and assignment on 16 March
196872

A. I was a PFC, a rifleman.

Q. And what platoon and so forth?

A. 2d Platoon, C/1/20.

Q. At that time was Charlie Company a part of Task
Force Barker?

A. Right.

Q. Mr. BUNNING, when did you flrst hear of the plan-

ned assault on My Lai (4)7?

A. I believe it was a briefing the day before--was a
briefing from Captain MEDINA.

Q. Was this when he got the company together late
in the afternoon?

A. At LZ Dottie, right.

Q. Do you recall a memorial service being held for

some men of the company at some time before this briefing?
‘A. No.

Q. You remember there had been some men of the company
hurt, and killed in a minefield. There were two or three men
killed, I believe. There was a memorial service some time
before this briefing?

A. It's possible.

Q. Some of our witnesses have remembered and some
haven't. ’

A. - It's possible, I was gone for 10 days, I don't

remember the exact dates now, whether I was in country or not,
and I know during the time I was gone our company was in a
minefield incident. So it was during this time, because they
told me when I got back that they had lost 16 men, 2 wounded
and a couple killed 1n the minefield while I was gone.

. (BUNNING) 3 , - APP T-168
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Q. We have evidence that the company felt very bad
about this. )
A, About the loss of the people?
Q. About the loss of the people, and also there had
" been a ceremony for the men--a memorial ceremony.
A. A formal one?
Q. Yes, they had a chaplain in and a great difference

in the testimony as to just when it occurred. Some men put
it on the same afternoon, a little before Captain MEDINA's
briefing, others said no, it was a day, a week--

A, (Interposing) Well, I was there at that time and

if it was real informal, it's possible that I may have forgotten

about it, because I did not go to it myself.

Q. Can you tell us what Captain MEDINA told the
company during the briefing about the next day's operation,
as best as you remember it?

A, As I already stated in the CID information here--
he was telling us, we was going on a search and destroy opera-
tion and to that effect, you know, and in this Pinkville area
and--that we were to go in therxe and kill, you know, every-
thing that’s in there--to be a VC stronghold--being it was
out of our normal area of operation and we were under special
operation, that we could go in there. He said this was the
time we was going to go in there and clean up the place,
because we operate right across the river from them all the
time, and, "I've lost quite a few men there,” you know, got
wounded and some killed there--like--course, too he said,
beings as our company was going to be the one to go through
the main portion of this village--was that we was going to go
and kill everyone in these villages. He did state that this
order did not come from higher toc actually kill everyone.

The order was more or less stated to kill or take, you know,
the enemy, but he stated that this was, you know, sort of a
revenge thing. This was going to be our chance to get back
on the Viet Cong and that we was going to kill them off.

Q. Did you get the impression that he was going
beyond the order of higher headquarters?

A, Right to—--certainly agree it was, yes, because he
stated that it wasn't truly directed exactly as this. He put

(BUNNING) 4 APP T-168
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it in so many words, you know, that the orders were not direct-
ly, go in and kill everybody, but they were to go in, you

know, and that it was going to be a fighting zone, you know,
because they believe we was going to have opposition there and
this--and that we were going to go right straight through it,
you know, shooting all the way.

Q. bid he say anythlng about the men recently killed
1n the minefield?

A. Yes, he said--

Q. (Interposing) Would this have had a bearing on

the operation?

A, Well, it may--I don't know whether you would call

it directly or indirectly, but he did say that due to our recent
losses that we were going to get even for these losses at this
village.

Q. Did he say anything about artillery preparation?

A. Yes, there was--the place was to be prepped with
artillery before we were to go in there.

Q. Did he indicate whether the preparation would be
on the village or the landing zone, or just where?

A. I really can't recall that to be exact, but my
best knowledge and impression--it was to be the whole area.

Q. Did Captain MEDINA give you any indication how
long the operation was to last?

A. The complete operation was to last--it was a 3-
day operation. It was to start at this My Lai (4), and then
go all the way to the ocean and work in that area, you know,
and on the third day we was to be lifted back out.

Q. Then was it your impression that it was to be
search and destroy all the way through, to level all the
villages?

A. This was in the beginning, yes, but on the
second and third day, there was nobody there.

Q. Yes, I understand that things didn't work out
just right. ' .
" (BUNNING) 5 APP T-168
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A, Yeah.

Q. Was that to apply or just to--

A. (Interposing) That Was the impression.

Q. It didn't just apply to My Lai (4) but to other
places too?

A. Yes, it applied to everything, you know, and--
Q. (Interposing) . In the area of operation?

A. Right."

Q. Do you know whether there was to be a meeting of

the platoon leaders, platoon sergeants or whether there was
one after the briefing.

A, You mean before the operation?
Q. Yes, that same evening at LZ Dottie?
A. Yes sir, I'm quite sure there was to my knowledge;

because as I recall we got briefed by either the platoon
leaders or sergeants or squad leaders, or somebedy. We got
rebriefed that night, or either that night or esrly the next
morning. I'm not sure of the exact times, because we have so
many operations, but we were rebriefed and retold of the oper-
ation and in these briefings most it consisted of time of
departure and flights and where you were to be and all of this.

Q. Your platoon leader was Lieutenant BROOKS?

A. Right.

Q. So he did brief you somewhat after--

A. (Interposing) Well, I don't know for sure whether

it was him or Sergeant BUCHANON or HODGES, you know, one of
them, because when we have so many briefings you know, you
can't recall--swear which one of them was, but I know that
day oxr that next morning we were rebriefed by one of them.

Q. What was the mood of the men in your platoon after

the briefing, how did they feel about the next days operation,
what did they say?

(BUNNING) 6 APP T-168
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A. You mean were some of them ready to go and do it
or some wondering whether they should do it, is that what you
mean?

Q. Did they have the same understanding of the orders
that you had, for example?

A, I would believe they did. I mean the operation
wouldn't go off as it did, if they didn't.

Q. Can you remember anything they sald, at the tlme,
that indicated this?

A, Well, nobody made much comment, because you know,
we was pulling guard and all, and we tried to get as much
sleep as we can. After the briefing and eating you would
feel like getting some sleep. So, I am not one to sit up and
talk. I go to bed. When I get my chance, I sleep.

Q. Did Sergeant BUCHANON bring around some beer that
- evening? :
A. I don't really know. We have beer rations, you

know, every so often, but myself, I don't drink beer and I
wouldn't have the slightest idea whether he did or not. I
don't say I den't drink beer, I mean tc say I'm not a beer
drinker. I drink a can now and then. So he may or he may
not have brought some around. It's, you get it, you know,
supposed to get it every couple of days, K-rations, two or
three cans per meal or something.

Q‘ Would you say that the men were keyed up for a
real fight the next day, or--

A. (Interposing) Well, you know, you've got real
aggressive ones that were out for blood, you know, and you've
got the ones that are not so much, you know. And there were

a few that were, I believe--that didn't really think it was
going to happen the way it did. I mean, I wasn't especially
shocked the next day, because I knew this is what they were
going to do. I mean, that's what they said they were going to
do, so I expected it. But it looked to me as if some of them,
you know, really--from where I was at--I can't see very many
people really. But from the reactions I got, they didn't all
really expect that this was going to happen at this scale, this
large of a scale oxr this hard, you know. But I mean there

was several of them that was, you know, what you might consi-
der anxious to go do something, you know, like this.
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Q. Well, we've had some witnesses in before who said
that they really didn't understand it this way.

A, Well, it's possible that there were some that were

confused.
Q. They hadn't expected what happened.
A. Yeah, 'cause it appeared to me, you know, that

when we did get in there, that some guys didn't know what
they were really in-- you know, I mean they didn't realize
that this really was happening.

Q. Did you ever see anyone go right to work?

A. Yeah, you've always got the aggressive few that
are aggressive in one thing or another.

Q. Going back to the briefing, did Captain MEDINA
draw a map to indicate the platoon missions?

A. I believe that if he did at all, it was real in-
formal. All this came to the platoon leaders, 'cause he would-
n't draw a map. We've all got our maps, you know.

Q. We had one or two witnesses who said he got down
and he scratched out something in the dirt, I suppose outlining
the platoon areas.

A, This is possible, but he wouldn't have elaborated
on it or gone to any great length, not that I can recall my-
self anvhow. Sometimes he has, you know,.gone, come right
out and really tell the people quite a bit, you know, 'cause
he was good in this way, I mean he generally let you know
what was gonna happen. But most of the real technical fine
points of showing where were gonna exactly be, as I recall,
came from our platoon briefings, either platoon or squad,
whichever we did get that night.

MAJ ZYCHOWSKI: Mr. BUNNING, what squad were you a member of?

A. First squad.
Q. Do you recall who your squad leader was?
A. Sergeant HODGES.
Q. I understand that this was your first search and

destroy mission. Is this correct?
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A. My first search and destroy mission?
Q. Yes.
A. ‘ You mean this mission was first in this area, yes,

but the first mission we had of the search and destroy in our--

Q. {(Interposing) Had you been on previous search and
destroy missions prior to this time.

A. Three months worth of them.

Q. Did anybody have any questions between the two,
search and clear and search and destroy? Was this question
brought up at this briefing?

A. You mean to exactly what we were to do. I don't
recall whether it exactly was brought out in that form. I
mean, it may have been gquestioned, exactly what we were to do,
because it was a little different from our normal operations,
being that MEDINA said that we're gonna kill everybody in
there. I can't recall the exact gquestions that came up, but
they could have been a question or two, you know, for some-
body asking, in other words to definitely confirm that this
is what he wanted done. But we went on lots of search an
destroy missions. That's what they call every time out

in the field is a search and destroy mission.

Q. Just for clarification, what is your definition
of search and destroy and search and clear?

A, Well, we never had any different stipulation. We
never, to my knowledge, nothing was ever considered a search
and clear mission. Everything was search and destroy, and
you didn't~-to me it didn't mean what it was supposed to mean,
'cause all we did was go out through there and look in the huts
and look all over and see if we could find anything and just
search and all really. And destroy was to mean anything

that didn't belong to the Vietnamese, anything that was
military, we was to destroy, or take back, or report it,

or anything like this. Clear to my knowledge was always
smeared together. We didn't say, okay we're going to this
_village and search and clear, and we're going to this village
and search and destroy. To me it was one mission or opera-
tion, was the same as the other one. I mean, there was
nothing stipulating the difference of clearing and destroying.

Q. At this briefing was it brought out that the
villagers would be there? I am referring now to women and
children?
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A. Well, this is a big question that when the CID

man was out he tried to press and get definite answers, and

I really can't swear to it, whether he said they will or will
not be there. I mean most of the women are always gone. They
go to market and everything else in the morning, and this is
common fact. To my knowledge he did not say that the women
and children will be out of the area and we are killing only
men, that is all that is going to be there. This was not
stipulated. He just said we're killing everything in these
villages.

MR WEST: Going back to the search and destroy missions.
‘Had the company ever before had orders to go in and kill
everybody?

A. No.

Q. You had no other occurrences like My Lai then,
where a lot of people were killed?

A, On no large scale, no. There have been missions
when we're in places, where we were getting shot and stuff,
and they have killed civilians, or Viet Cong sympathizers.

Q. I was thinking if you were ever aware that the
company was or had a deliberate plan to go in and wipe out
everybody?

A. No. There never was before or after.

Q. Mr. BUNNING, we'll put in front of you an enlarge-
ment of an aerial photograph of the little hamlet of My Lai

(4). My Lai (4) and the surrounding area (placing Exhibit

P-1 before witness). You'll notice the center of the photograph.
This is the village of My Lai (4) (indicating). You will find
it there on the map. Notice the stream line that comes around
there like this (indicating). You'll notice the trail running
south of the center of the village down to 521 that's it right
here, see?

A. Right.

Q. And the landing zone is west of the village. Our
testimony is that 2d Platoon got on line with the 1lst which

- was on the left.

A. ' Where was the landing zone at exactly--

Q. (Interposing) It was right in here (indicating);
the rice paddy.
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FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY .

This is west. The photograph is oriented so that this is
north. The scale is 1 inch equals about 80 meters. Over
there is the east towards the sea, toward the China Sea.

A. " That looks right.

Q. 2d Platoon would be on the left; the 1lst Platoon
over here.

A. Right.

Q. : Does this look familiar to you now?

A. I was looking for a village or a cut right off

~ here (indicating) to the left.

Q. The platoon moved from My Lai (4) out into the
field to pick up a couple of VC.

A, We had moved through here (indicating), to begin
with.

Q. That's rith after they went up in here to pick up
weapons. '

A, Yep.

Q. Here's the little subhamlet of Binh Tay (indi-
cating), where the platoon came later on.

A, How far is that in meters?

Q. That would be about 400 and some.

A, That's right. Actually, we had gone to here and

then we back tracked back from here (indicating) and gone
out in this area right here. Where those two men were shot,
I believe, was right in this area right here. And from
there we went back in that village.

Q. At this stage we just want to get you oriented on
the map and then we'll go through it. Does this look famil-
iar to you now?

A. Yes.

Q. Would you tell us please then, Mr. BUNNING, what
you remember of the events that occurred after you were CA'd
into the landing zone there (indicating) and got out of the
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helicopter.

. A, Well, first of all we were lining-up right here
and then we moved up more or less on line.

Q. Would you show us on the photograph just about
how the platoon lined up before you moved into the village?

A. We had the 2d Platoon here and we stretched
just about from here and I couldn't see the other end, so
I couldn't say how far lst Platoon was to the other end of
the village, but they were to cover the right flank of the
village and we were to cover the left flank of the village.

(Witness marked the photograph as he talked.)

Q. Initially, did the line formed by the 2d Platoon
extend out into the rice paddy for any distance? ,
A, This rice paddy? (indicating)?

Q. No, to the north.

A. " This way?

Q. Yes.

A. No. We were right --

Q. (Interposing) Yoﬁ were facihg the village?

A, Right and we were right here (indicating), on the

edge of it. We were in a little bit of rice paddy right here
because we're not up far enough--because we had a llttle bit
right in front of us here.

Q. If I remember your prior testimony correctly, you
were over on the left flank.

A. The complete left flank. Right at the beginning,
when we were on this line I may have been in between two

or three men. And then as we started to move into the
village, HODGES wanted a little more activity out of me,

and I told him, "I wasn't going to shoot any of these women
and kids." Therefore he gave me the complete left flank.
and I was completely on the left, which through the whole
operation, was along this little trail (indicating) on the
outside of the village and where I would be on the trail
and go in and out, like this a little bit along the
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village (indicating a zigzag). But through this whole
operation except for maybe this first 50 feet or 100 feet
I was, or after that, I was completely, on the left flank.

0. Go ahead and describe then what happened after
the 2d Platoon got on line there. _

A, Well, as I have said in our other statement there
from CID that we started moving, we didn't really start, every-
body was on a rough line and there was some men and women and

I don't believe any children at the time-- men and women most-
ly was out in this area (indicating) in these fields here.

Q. The field right in the north west corner of My
Lai (4)7? ,
A. Right. Right in front of us and some maybe to

the left of us a little bit, and so they just started shoot-
ing at these. people, and knocking them over.

Q. The men of the platoon?

A. Right, the men of our platoon then, and I don't
really recall whether our platoon started shooting first or
whether 1lst Platoon over here (indicating) started shooting
first. It was all about the same time, you know, because

we was all getting up on line and that was what the plan was.
After we got on line, get ready to move through, we're moving
through and killing everything in front of us.

0. . What was the 3d Platoqn to do?

A. , The 3d Platoon would stay in the rear for a while
and then after we had gone through were following us, not
real close though, but behind us. They were to come through
~and according to the briefing they were to count bodies and
burn the village.

Q. You know that we've been told before that they
were to burn the village, this seems pretty settled. But
this is the first time that we've been told that they had a
mission of counting bodies. Do you remember this clearly?

A, Yes, definitely was clear, I cannot say it was -
MEDINA or the other, but it was clearly told, at least in

a briefing that I was in, that they were to take a body count
and burn the village. They may not have been told this, I
mean that may be just what MEDINA told the platoon leaders
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and what we were told.

Q. This could have come then from Lieutenant BROOLS
or Sergeant BUCHANON--

A. (Interposing) Oxr Sergeant HODGES because you know,
it was the chain of command, you know everything comes down.
Q. All right, please go ahead.

A, Well after everybody started shooting here, that's

when we started moving forward and that was probably, I think
as I can recall, when HODGES thought that I wasn't doing any
shooting as of yet. And he assigned me to his left flank or
to the left flank and--

Q. (Interposing) How many people were shot initially,
these were Vietnamese civilians weren't they?

A. Well, nobody is a civilian in areas like this, I

hate to call them civilians.

Q. ' Vietnamese who were in the village? gg
A. They were Vletnamese in the village and all of

our knowledge after being through the war, they definitely o
are VC supporters. ‘ég
Q. ‘ What were they, men or women?

A. Both, but I don't recall any children right at

this first incident. There was possible five or six killed
initially right here (indicating). And then we started mov-
ing through the village, and as you can see this first part
here is not quite so heavily dense as later on, and so I could
see fairly well from the left flank, and we got in maybe 100
yards or so and 3 kids--I believe it was 3 come--children
you know they were anywhere from 7 to 9 years old or
something. They came running out through a hedgerow

and they had their hands out hollering "chop chop" which
means they want food, and some of our guys here come running
out and shot them down. And then we continued on through.

I mean, because that was the mission theoretically--was to
kill everybody as we went through the village.

Q. _ Well, when you say this stuff going on, what do
you mean?
(BUNNING) . 14 , APP T-168
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A. They were shooting everybody we was coming to, and
all the animals.

Q. Where was Lieutenant BROOKS and Sergeant BUCHANON?

A. I didn't have visible sight of them here, I may
have seen them twice through the whole thing, where we would
kind of hold up and make sure that everyone was still on line
so nobody was--that we weren't shooting each other. And I

. believe to my knowledge from what I could see, he stayed
well in the middle of our platoon line.

Q. I suppose that was to maintain control.

A. Yeah, I mean its normal procedure and that's
‘where they generally are, I mean I have no idea of them being
anyplace else.

- Q. : Was the platoon kept under good control during
this time? ' ,

A, From a platoon-siée element? You mean did BROOKS
have control of his men?

Q. Yes, and Sergeant BUCHANON and Sergeant HODGES.
Were the men running around on their own, or were they--

A, (Interposing) No, they were well-organized or
controlled under squad size because BROOKS, he can't see

- what I'm doing out here or what this man out here is doing
(indicating) , but through squad leaders and through the
little radios we have, it was controlled and you can see a
line as we were mov1ng through here. You can maintain a
pretty much line. ' - '

Q. How about HODGES, what was he doing?

A. Well he was controlling us most of the time, tell-:
ing us what to do and stuff like thlS and he was doing some
shooting there, too.

Q. I was thlnklng mostly about superv1s1on and
whether he were 1ssu1ng orders to the squads and--

A. (Interposing) Well I'm not any--he's not an over-
directive person. I mean, he doesn't say do that, you do that,
shoot that person there. I mean, it's pretty well went through,
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mean, everybody knew what they was going to do anyhow and
there were--well I think that GONZALES was right next to
me, if not he was right over—--because I generally worked
right next to him or with him. Other than him and I it's
possible~~you know, I couldn't keep visible contact with
everyone else all the time. I don't believe he was doing
much shooting, at least I didn't see him doing much shoot-
ing. Other than that, most everybody was shooting:

Q. You told the CID agent about an incident in-
volving SCHIEL and some other members. What squad was SCHIEL
in?

A, SCHIEL was a squad leader, and I believe its
second squad, but I never could keep them straight, which
squads were which, and I believe it was second squad, but
he was a squad leader.

Q. Will you tell us about that?

A. We was quite a ways in the village, I'm not

really sure how far, a third of the way in, or something

like this. But he had not yet, to my knowledge, shot any- £
body vet, because him and several other members of his squad )

were in front of a pretty good size hootch or huts, and they

had maybe eight or nine people there. Men, women, and kids

and they all--most of them came out of that hut probably one L &N
fawily or group there, and he was there mostly in front, and o~
he said that he didn't want to do it. He said, you know, "I

don't want to do it, but I have to because we were ordered to

do it,” and he said that about twice, and then he started

shooting, and so did everybody else in a little group, there

of five or six men, and they shot those people down. And that

was the first time that SCHIEL had shot to my knowledge. Be-

cause he was, well z guy that--actually he was, you know,

trying to make rank and trying to do what he was supposed to

do. And being that we were told to do it, and in a position

where he was, he couldn't very well say well I'm not going to

do it, because, well pretty soon he'd knock him out of squad

leader. position, and put him back down at the bottom. So,

he finally did start doing it and that was the only time

that at the present time, that I ever did see him shoot into

a bunch of people.

Q. And up to this time had the platoon received any
hostile fire?

a. Well, later I heard that somebody said they did, but
to my knowledge, I never heard of any, or knew of any during the
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whole operation.

Q. These people that SCHIEL and his men shot did they
put up any resistance?

A, No, nobody put up any resistance, except for one
that I saw run, I wouldn't really call it resistance, but
other than that nobody put up any resistance. They'd just
stand there.

Q. Did they have weapons?

A. ' No, none of them in the village--the two that we
went out to check that the helicopter shot down, they both had
a weapon.

Q. Now this. group of people, how many were there?
A. In this group where SCHIEL was, anywhere from 8
to 10, 8, or 9, or 10 people.

Q. And what were their ages and sexes?

A. Well, anywhere from 4, 5 years old to 50 or

60 years old and every sex, male, female and kids.

Q. A little later on I'll ask you to get w1th Major

ZYCHOWSKI and mark a photograph like this and locate approx-
imately where this group was as well as the other important

point that you mentioned. But, we won't stop for that now.

Could you tell us then, what happened after this particular

incident, after the platoon moved along?

A, This was no particular incident really, I mean
that it was going on all the time, but that was the time that
I noted that SCHIEL did start shooting right there. We just
kept on moving through the village, and more of the same. I
mean they was shooting all the people that were there to be
shot, and the animals. :

Q. I get the impression that they were just methodi-
cally killing everything they came to, every person, every
anlmal——

A, (Interposing) That's what we were told, and that's
what they were doing. ' .

Q. They didn't take time to burn anything?

A, No, we did not in this village, we went right
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straight through it, because we were not supposed to, be-
cause the other was to come through and do all the burning,
so to my knowledge--

Q. (Interposing) Did they take time to search the
hootches, bunkers and tunnels and that kind of thing?

A. Not réally.

Q. Or was it a pretty fast moving operation?

A. It was relatively fast and anyplace there we

suspected, or anything, you know, we were heavily loaded with
grenades, anything we suspected or bunkers most every bunker
or anything, a grenade was thrown in. So to be sure that
there was nobody left to pop up and start shooting us £from
behind, or start shooting the other people.

Q. Going back to SCHIEL and this little group they

killed, what was used to kill them, what weapons were em- oF

ployed? oD

A. Most everybody that was shooting had M-16's ex- _

cept for one M-60 machinegun that was used. <
' N

Q. Do you remember who was using the M-607?

A. " No, I don't, because later on we had special ma-.

chinegun groups attached to certain squads, but at this time
we really didn't, we just had machineguns, you know and--

Q. (Interposing) And maybe a fire team in the squad?
A. Yeah, would be assigned to carry a machinegun, and

being it wasn't our squad I don't know. In fact during this
operation I don't even think our squad had an M-60.

Q. How many squads were in the 24 Platoon at that
time? .
A. We operated almost all the time with four squads,

and there was four there.

Q. Are you sure? At this time the lst Platoon only
had two squads. :

A, The lst Platoon? 'Cause they'd lost some men,
let's see--
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Q. : (Interposing) Were you counting the weapons
squad when you said four?

A. Right, but the weapons squad it's more or less--
later on I know weapons squad had a machinegun attached to
them. But we had a--we had SCHIEL, I don't know LACROIX was
squad leader later, I don't know if he was squad leader then.
To my knowledge, I'm almost sure we was organized in four
squads. Its possible that they may call it only three squads,
being machineguns are shoved into a squad.

Q. Do you remember seeing GARZA that day?

A. I can't swear that I remember seeing him for de-

- finite, I believe he was there. I mean, I had no contact, or
any particular thing, to make me remember he was definitely
there. He was our medic, I'm quite sure he was there.

Q. Will you please continue with the platoon as they
moved through My Lai (4). '

A, - Well, we continued moving through and then at a
point, close to three-quarters of the way through, somebody
hollered that there was somebody running off to the left.

And this was at a time, when I had just walked into a hedge-
row, and I was walking completely on the left. I had com-
plete visibility so when they hollered, Sergeant HODGES and

I ran out to the outside, so we could see. And approximately
100 meters away or thereabouts we saw a man, a young man, at
least he appeared to be young, in the twenties or something,
running away from us. And HODGES started shooting at him,

- and hollered for me to shoot at him and get him. I put my
gun on automatic and I shot a whole clip at him. While I did
all the brass went in HODGES' face and he couldn't shoot any more,
and I missed the guy and then HODGES, he drew a good bead the
next time and knocked him down, and then we went on back in
the village and continued on.

And that was the only time I shot at anybody other
than animals. I shot some animals, but I do that at home all
the time anyhow, that wasn't anything that I didn't believe
was morally right or wrong. But that right there was the
only time I shot at any person and I missed him, because he
was still running good when I was through shooting.

Q. Did the platoon move all the way through killing
everybody they came across?
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A, Right, and we stopped, at least I stopped, being

I was on the left flank, cause see, I run out of village be-
fore anybody else does. And I stopped in this area some-
place right here (indicating), and everybody else goes to

the end of the village. And then, right at that time, oxr in
fact, it may have been even just before we got to the end of
“‘the village, or the end of the tree line here, (indicating),
there wasn't very much village at the end that I recall--
they said that the helicopters had knocked down two guys over
here (indicating), with weapons so we-- as soon as we made the
the end of the village we made sure we made the end, we moved
rlght on over to check those out.

Q. That's to the north, out in the rice paddy there
(1ndlcat1ng)?

‘A, Right, it was to the north and 200, 300 meters out,
to my knowledge. It was guite a ways, it could have even been
up to 300, 400 meters out.

{The hearing recessed at 1117 hours, 16 January

1970.)
{The hearing‘reqonvened at 1135 hours, 16 January
1970.) - : .
10: The hearing will come to order.
RCDR: The following persons are présent. LTG PEERS,

MR WEST, MR MACCRATE, MR WALSH COL FRANKLIN MAJ ZYCHOWSKI
and MAJ COOP.

Mr. BUNNING you are reminded that you are under oath.
MR WEST: At the time we recessed, Mr. BUNNING, I believe
you were dlSCUSSlng the mission of the platoon, which was to
move out into rice paddy to the north and possibly recover
the weapons of two VC that had been killed by gunships. Would
you go ahead and tell us what the platoon did?

A. We went out towards the north in the direction to-
wards where the bodies were said to be, and I always walk point.
That's where I'm at, right out in front in, you know, not a '
line but a file formation, and they were radioing from the
gunships telling us where these bodies were. And so we just
kept going that way, and you know, the rice is three foot

high, and you can't see too good, and the gunships kept

circling around, and dropped a couple smoke grenades pointing
the place. And I saw exactly from where the smoke grenades
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were, where the bodies were, so finally we made it to where
the bodies, and each one of them had a weapon which--I don't
know exactly what kind of weapon. I think one of them may
have been a carbine, but the other one was not, and they
were both in pretty good order, and a lot of weapons we

kept aren't in too good a shape, but these were in pretty
good shape. From there-- .

Q. (Interposing) What were the VC?
A, You mean how old? -
Q.i Men, women?
A, Well, they were both men ahd were—--both appeared

to be military age, you know like 20 or 21 years old. Just
young men. -

Q. How were they dressed? Any web edquipment or
uniform at all?

A, Yeah, they did. One of them had something that
was, I believe it was even a pistol belt, you know, with a
couple clips of ammo on it, and no big military packs or any-
thing like this. 2And I belleve one of them was carrying a
little bit of rice. And they wore just plain black like all
the other people dress.

Q. Go ahead and tell us what the platoon did next.

A, From there we--being they definitely came out of
this village, which was right dlrectly, whlch would be back
to the left, which is--

Q. (Interposing) To the north or northwest?

A. From where the people were lying it would be

back to the west, and so beings they came out of that village,
we were told to go on into the village and check out that
village, which according to the map and things here appears

to be this wvillage here, because it was a fairly good size
-V1llage (indicating Binh Tay, subhamlet north of the north-
west corner of My Lai (4)). Well, we moved into there, and
beings our original orders were to kill everybody in our opera-
tion, they continued-~I mean especially being that we'd just
got, you know, two enemy out of this village. They definite-
ly had just come running out of this village and these other
people that were still back here were, you know, they knew
“they had just come out, because they come right out of it.
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So we continued and started to go through this village kill-
ing everybody that was there.

Q. You told the CID agent what happened to a group
of people who were assembled there. Do you remember that?

A. Yes, we weren't very far in the village, and it's
really hard to say the exact figure on it, you know, there
was quite a few people, around 20, or in that neighborhood,
of people that were grouped together and--

Q. (Interposing) They'd been gathered up by the
platoon? :
A. Well, not really by the platoon, because when we

got in here in this village, nothing was near as well organiz-
ed as when we went through the first village. Nobody had a
particular formation any more, at least that I saw. We were
still pretty well on the left, our first squad was, you know,
but people were pretty well milling around. And we weren't
going through this village as dead fast, you know, I mean,

we was tearing up the hootches and were looking for stuff,
being we just got two guys come right out of there. We knew
we had something going here, at least thought we did.

But anyhow as we were--some of us were searching
and tearing apart hootches and all, and several men got, you
know, 2 or 3 huts, here probably (indicating) 20 people
or thereabouts, you know, put them all in one group. And
then one guy, he hadn't had much practice or chance to shoot
a 79, being 79's don't work good at point-blank range, and
that's what most all our fighting was in this area, you know.
So he got back and shot a few rounds into this group of peo-
ple, which would wound most of them, and kill a few of them--

Q. (Interposing) An M-79, that's substantially a
rifle grenade-- ‘

A. (Interposing) Right, it's and M-79 grenade launch-
er which shoots a small grenade.

10: This 1is the one you normally refer to as a 40
millimeter grenade.

A. Right, that's what it's considered, they have them
also on the gunships, but they're a little different, because
they got more powder in them. They got a better gun up there
to hold them and--
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0. (Interposing) Who fired the M-79?

A. ROSCHEVITZ, and then after he shot, I don't know
the exact amount, he shouv a couple rounds, or three rounds,
or something into the group, then everybody that was stand-
ing right around there, that was grouping these people to-
gether-- several men went ahead and finished killing every-
body there. I really--all I noticed was how ROSCHEVITZ
climbed up on a little hill there to shoot at these people
.so he could get his right range and where he wanted it--

Q. (Interposing) Who was this?

A. ROSCHEVITZ, with the 79, but I don't know really
who--some of the other guys were standing around there, but

I was over a little further away, going through some hootches
while--when they finished shooting all them people off.

0. - So you don't know who finished them off.

A, No, but they were some members of our platoon,
'T don't know which squad.

Q. Where was Lieutenant BROOKS at that time?

A, I believe he was further, already past these people
because as we started in this village, beings we come from this
side (indicating), he pretty well stayed to the right-hand

side at first and worked across, to my knowledge. And these
people were gathered probably, right over here (indicating)
because we worked to get over on the left flank again, and

I believe, some of them were our squad that were in on it,

and then there were some from the squad next to us, and--

Q. (Interposing) That would have been SCHIEL's squad?

A. I'm not sure now whether it is or not in this for-
mation, because I know we was still on the left and at the
time I'm not sure whether SCHIEL was there or not. But there
was members, maybe even a third squad there too, because I
mean, when you go in there and people are going through vil-
lages, and hootches, and stuff, nobody stays exactly perfect.
But anyhow, I don't to my knowledge, know whether Lieutenant
BROOKS or Sergeant BUCHANON or the headquarters section vis-
ibly saw this or not.

0. I was going to ask you about Sergeant BUCHANON.
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A, Well, Sergeant BUCHANON generally, you know, and
the medic-- this here headquarters section in either company-
size, or platoon-size, generally stays together, you know,

I mean you've got the RTO and the platoon leader and platoon
sergeant and then the medic which is generally in this little

group.

Q. Do you remember FIELDS, he was Lieutenant BROOKS'
RTO on the company push?

A. Well we had a lot of RTO's, he may have been at the
time--

Q. (Interposing) - He was here yesterday and said he

was, he carried a PRC-25.

A. Well, he did at one, time, I don't know when, you
know, I mean we have so many RTOs.

Q. Well he described this incident. His recollection
was the group was sitting down when ROSCHEVITZ--
A, (Interposing) They were 'cause--they were put to- Q

gether, you know, in a group and they were all huddled down
or huddled together. You know, I mean, I wasn't standing
right there watching them shoot into it, you know, because .
ROSCHEVITZ running around, he was, you might say, running o
the show of this thing, because he said he wanted to use

the 79 and that's all. I mean I wasn't in visible plain
sight of even seeing ROSCHEVITZ even hitting the people with
the 79. All I know is, from what he said, and how he said it
happened, you know, when later on from when he hit it, how he
shot it in there, I mean you could hear the 79 rounds going
off. He said his first one was, I believe, high and he miss-
ed, and after that he said the next couple made it, you know,
right in the group.

Q. Well, from where you were could you see the peo-
ple when he was firing on them, and when the others were
firing on them?

A, No, I could not, because I'd already moved over
further into the hootch, I mean he had them there, and he
was standing on the hlll and the hill's not much bigger than’
this table, you know, just a little mound maybe ten feet high
at the most, it could be a bunker.
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Q. Did you see him firing?

A. Yes, I saw him firing from the hill.

-Q. | But you couldn't see the target?

A. - No, but he said he was shooting into it, and

I mean, he made it plain that he was.

Q. Did he tell you about it later?
A. Yeah, he said éo.
0. I asked where Lieutenant BROOKS was, because

FIELDS said that he could see the group and I assume that
Lieutenant BROOKS was probably somewhere close by.

A. He probably could have been.
Q. But you don't remember?
A. No, because not here, in fact once we move in

here 'cause, you see, Lieutenant BROOKS, when we was going
to the two dead bodies, he was right behind. Well I was
there, and maybe one other guy and then Lieutenant BROOKS
was there, being we had two dead bodies out there, that we
knew was there, and the gunship said, that they had guns.
You know, he wanted to be right there when we got there,
but after that he hardly ever walked that close to the
front of the formation, and on other operations he has
been maybe three men behind me. I walked point for seven
months over there, and I walked point actually, until I
became squad leader, and after that, then I only walked
point on night operations, because most everybody would
actually get lost, and well, Lieutenant BROOKS liked the way
I walked. He'd show me a map, show me grids, where we was
going, night or day, he'd just say just take me there,

you know, and I would--

Q. (Interposing) You could read the map?
A. Oh, yeah, and he'd juSt show me over here (indicat-
ing), and we wanted to go there and very seldom--he'd never

even say anything, we may be going 2 or 3 clicks, and
even up to 4, 5 clicks.
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And one night operation, I think 4 clicks, and the only
thing, when we got about half way, he told me I was getting

a little too close to a village, and they were liable to hear
us. So we had to go out a little farther, in the rice paddy,
to get around it, but he was pretty good on that, you know.
And he would just tell me take us there, that's where we
want to go, and once in awhile we would hold up to make sure
that everyone was caught but--

Q. (Interposing) Would you tell us what happened
after the group was shot?

A, Well, right at or in that time there, was several
people raping several women in this area and--

Q. You described one rape incident on the CID state-
ment, would you go through that please?

A. Okay, I really don't know who it was, if that's
the one you're referring to. There was three guys on--

Q. You mentioned HODGES.

A. Sergeant HODGES took one girl there, and drug her

into a compartment, like in a hootch there, you know, and
hootches don't have doors or nothing, and you could see, and
he raped one girl inside there. And then there was three
other guys and one girl all at one time, as I stated in there
too. _And there was-—-

Q. (Interposing) You don't know who they were though?

A, No, I can't really say) like I stated in there, I

names one or two names, it could possibly have been them, but_

I can't definitely say, because the chances of bringing in
somebody that never raped anybody are too great, you know, to
say I'm sure, or I believe that this person did it.

Q. I couldn't tell from your CID statement whether
the girl that HODGES raped--

A, (Interposing) Had been previously raped?

Q. Was it the same girl who was with the three sol-
diers.

A, I believe it is, to my knowledge, you know, what

I keep remembering. I can't remember which one comes first,
you know I mean---
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Q. (Interposing) Well you indicate that, in your
statement to the CID : . _

MR WEST. You said this: "First, I observed a Mexican-
American having sexual intercourse with a Vietnamese girl
about 18 years old. She was only wearing a blouse that was
unbuttoned. When he finished, the girl got up to get away,
and HODGES grabbed her."

. A. It may be even related when I said that-—that one
Mexican-American--it may have been the time all three of
them were on this girl. I’m not sure. :

0. On that part of it you sald this. . "Either before
or after HODGES raped her I saw three U.S. soldiers with her."

A, It's possible that those three could even be at

the same time I saw the one because as it was, I think that
one of them started, and the other two got into the action

all at the same time. - N

Q. I see. You said further. "One was having normal

sexual intercourse, while the other had his penis in her

mouth, at the same time, she was fondling the penis of the
third man"? T '

A. Right.

Q. You also said that: "Two of them may have been
DELGADO and RODRIGUEZ"?

A. Yes. This is when I got thinking afterwards. I
hate to say yes, I know these are the men because--

Q. (Interposing) I think you made it clear that you
‘are not certain. ' '

A, Right. Because there is too great a possibility
that one of them isn't and you can't--I mean, one of them
may, and one of them may not, or they both may.

Q. You also indicated that MCBREEN and Leonard

© GONZALEZ may have seen HODGES?

A. It's possible, because I know, we were all in the
same area there.” I stayed pretty close to GONZALEZ through-
out this operation except for the last time when we were
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getting ready to move out, because whenever I am walking
point we have a certain formation to follow and GONZALEZ
ended up on the end. But when we was going through a vil-
lage or something, GONZALEZ and I were pretty good friends
and he would, if possible, you know--we would be next to
each other. B '

Q. Now, you sald to the CID agent that you observed
several rapes?

A, Right. There were--

0. (Interposing) Can you describe any others that

‘took place there in Binh Tay?

A. Well, as far as any particular detail, you know.
A guy would just grab one of the girls there and in one or
two incidents they shot the girls when they got done. And
when we were about halfway through the v1llage, is when we
got word to qult killing people. ‘

Q. How did you hear about this?

A, As close as I can remember, it came to Lleutenant
BROOKS over the company net -and he told us.

Q. Did he yell to everybody? Do you remember what
his woxds wexe? 7 T

A. Not exactly. He said something to the effect

that Captain MEDINA says that that's enough 'shooting now.

We have to quit now. To me it-didn't make any sense. I
couldn't figure out why we had to quit right now, when MEDINA
said we were going to go right through. All I could ever
figure out was, he figured he got away with as much as he
probably thought we-were going to get away with, or some-
thing like this, 'cause, you know, we had already killed
quite a few people and beings the original orders were not

to actually kill everybody there from BARKER--Colonel BARKER S

orders were nhot to—-he didn't say go in and kill everybody,
you know. At least that's the-way the orders came down to
us, that he didn't say it.

Q. When you say thls, are you basing this on some-
thing Captain MEDINA said the day before?
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A. Basing, which part is that?

0. You said earlier that Captain MEDINA had said
that higher authority hadn't exactly said to kill everybody
and you just now mentioned Colonel BARKER's name?

A. Well, Colonel BARKER was one step up from Captain
MEDINA.
Q. Well, it's your assumption then that this came

from Colonel BARKER?

A. Not to kill everybody you mean?
Q. Right?
A. You mean to just go through on a regular search

and destroy, and take only the enemy, and to this effect?

Q. Well, when you spoke of hlgher authority you
meant Colonel BARKER?

A. Right.

0. It was your assumption then that it was Colonel

BARKER? You didn't actually know, did you, that he had
issued the orders?

A. I am almost sure it is. I mean, he issued the
orders for the operation which he got, no doubt from higher
up, because he was our task force leader.

Q. Was he present at the briefing?
A, No. MEDINA went to him.
Q. What information you got, I take it, came from

Captain MEDINA?

A. Right. That was the highest any of our direct
information came from. '

I0: What specifically did Captain MEDINA say with
respect to the wvillage?

A. On the briefing?

Q. Yes?
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A. Well, like I already said earlier--
Q. (Interposing) I'd like to hear it anyway?
A, Right. He said in thére, to the effect that we

were to go into this village, and it was a Viet Cong strong-
hold, you know, and we all knew it was out of our area of
operation. .And we lost a lot of casualties, and had a lot
of people killed just across from it, and we never could
even fire upon this place. But like earlier, we would be
right next to it, and get shot, and all we could do was get
up and run. We couldn't even shoot back because it was out
of our AO. But, anyhow he said that we were to go in there,
and it was going to be a 3-day operation, and we were to
kill everybody in there in this operation. And he says that
the orders actually come from higher up, you know, and we
are not to actually kill everybody, but just enemy and such
-in this order. He says that we are going to destroy--I '
believe he said, also said from higher up, you know that
destroying something about the houses and something, that
came from higher up, to a degree of enemy buildings and

or enemy bunkers and stuff like this.

Also, 'cause the way he put it to us, it was
saying that this definitely was going to be--in other words,
we were going in here and we were going to have a fight; is
one thing that he did claim too, which I really didn't bring
out before. He did make it quite plain that we were to run
into enemy forces, which to my belief, we never did see any,
or receive any fire that I know of. The two people that ran
never shot at us that I know of. Anvhow, he said that we
were going to go in there and kill everybody in this wvillage,
and in this area, and the operation. And he said, that
this was our chance, and we were going to do it now, to get
revenge on all the people we prev1ously lost.

Q. He said that in just those words, huh?

A. In those words to that effect. Now, I won't say
that those were his exact words, but they did mean that we
were going to get revenge on the--he didn't call them civi-
lians. I mean, it was known and pretty well figured that
these are enemy supporters or enemy in this area. Anybody
can see that when a bunch of guys with rifles run out of

a village and are carrying rice, they know them villagers
that are back there, know that they just left with their
rice. It may be forced upon these villagers, now, and this
is possible, although I've seen them before when I knew it
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wasn't. We chased as many as 30 guys out of one little vil-
lage and everybody ran out with weapons and everything and
you know this many--the villagers just played dumb and we
~can't speak Vietnamese. But, anyhow he stated ii. those words
that we were g01ng to get revenge for-the recent losses that
we had taken -in this area of operations.

MR MACCRATE: Did he also make it appear that anything you
wanted to do to the villagers, such as raping them or other-
.w1se was perfectly all rlght°

A. No. This was never said to be all right or anything
like that. You ‘mean, did MEDINA say: this and--

Q. (Interposing) Yes?

A. '~ No. He didn't to my knowledge. He didn't say for
us to go ahead and rape the girls if we wanted to, or nothing.
He never stipulated don't rape them, but he never said go
ahead. We were to klll everything and destroy everything

and that was it. .

MR WALSH: Could as many as seven rapes have taken place in
that village north of the main village that you described?
A, That would sound like about the rlgnt number. I
thlnk that would be just about right.

Q. All of the rapes that you oberved, were they by
Negro soldiers or were there white soldiers involved also?

A, I am quite sure that some were by white and some
were by Spanish—~American. Several were done by those. I
wouldn't 'say several, but some. I know in one incident,
there was at least two of them involved in that one. Like
I say, I don't know exactly which one was involved where,
but I woulddsey that it was all three types of people.’

MR WEST: Did you have a good view of thlS 1n1t1al rape
incident that you descrlbe'> ' -

A, = . Well, relatively good. It was enough to make you
sick and not stand there and loock. You mean——lt was 30 feet
. away 1f that s what you mean.

Q. You could see through the door of the hootch?
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A, On Sergeant HODGES?
Q. Yes.
A, ' Yes. I never stayed there--you could see him

raping the girl. He got her on the ground and all this, but
I never stayed there and watched him for 2 or 3 minutes
or nothing.

Q. What I was getting at was did you have the same
kind of view of other incidents of rape?

A. " Yes. There were--maybe not quite as close. 1In
fact, when HODGES was in there I even went inside. The
hootch was in one part, and it went into another back part
almost, and it's not real visible from the outside. But I
did go into the first part and I had to ask him a question
on what we were doing or something--I forget what the ques-
tion was, but I did go to the door or in part way and I
could see him plainly and I asked him some question which

I really don't remember. It was something to the effect of
our operations going through there.

MR MACCRATE: What was Lieutenant BROOKS doing all this time?
A. In this village that we were in?

Q. During all these rapes? Was he just going around
and patting everyone on the back?

A. No. In fact, Lieutenant BROOKS was a real good
.man, and these rapes almost had to be done behind his back,
because he was one man that didn't tolerate it.

Q. The way you described it, it wasn't behind any-
one's back. It just doesn't make sense to me that if anyone
was trying to stop it that he didn't know what was going on?

A. Well, here is one thing. You can't stop it. I
mean when we first got over there--I mean these aren't the
only rapes. You guys all know that. When we first got over
there--I am strictly against molesting any women, or girl,
or female sex. I mean it's not my nature and when we first
got over there--the first 3 weeks or so we were at Qui Nhon
receiving all our stuff, so it was a month after, before we
ever got in the field, and probably another month later, and
then people Jjust started raping girls, you know.
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0. You told us yourself, a few minutes ago that the
order was passed and then it all stopped. Why didn't Lieute-
nant BROOKS pass the order himself if he was so concerned
about this situation?

A. To stop what?

Q. To stop the raping?

A. No, to stop the killing. The rapihg still went
on.

Q. ~ The raping still went on after the order?

,A; Yes. To stop the killing, but anyhow earlier,

after we had been in the field a month or so, and after we
had been over there a couple of months, raping did start.

And being that I am against it, and I was the biggest guy in
-the company--ROSCHEVITZ had about 5 or 6 pounds on me,

but other then that--I've lost--from over there I've lost

25 pounds. I lost 15 from malaria, and 15 or so from getting
shot, and I have gained some back--but anyway I was the big-
gest guy in the company and when these guys first started
raping the girls--these were young girls. Some were 15 and
l6 years old you know, and some were down as low as 13, and
maybe 12. I'd go up to a guy, 'cause I am bigger than him,
you know, and say, "You leave that girl alone." Well, this
goes good for a couple of weeks, and everyday or so, I would
be pulling off two or three guys, and telling them, "You leave
- that girl alone." After a couple of weeks of this I had
about 5 guys come to me and they says, "Look BUNNING"--
everybody goes by last names--they said, "Look BUNNING, you
leave us alone or we are going to kill you."

Now, what can you do with a fact like this? What
can Lieutenant BROOKS do when those people are out there
raping. All that they got to do is shoot him. We had a
pretty rough bunch in the company. Our men were, and what
can a person do? People threatened to write back to their
Congressmen about stuff, and other people would threaten
them, you know. Just about anything. People wanted to com-
plain because our conditions were even bad, and they have
been threatened that you don't write your Congressman nothing.
You don't ever write to your Congressman, you know. What
can you really do? I mean, we're sent over there, and no-
body really wants to go over there, and here is all this
stuff going on. I am against it all.
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All that I know to date is that, I killed one
girl over there which definitely was an enemy, and it was in
a night operation when we went out there. In fact, we didn't
even know what we were shooting at. Me and another guy was
out there and we were just shooting at everything that run
from us. It was a night operation, where nobody is allowed
out at night, and they were definitely enemy, and that is
the only person I ever killed that I know of, and I don’'t
shoot my gun over there, or my weapon, until I have to.

When we are shot at and stuff like this, but when you are
shot at you never see where you're getting shot from. You
never see them, but what can you do when you know that these
guys are going to kill you? Do you press the issue?

Lieutenant BROOKS tried at the very beginning when
he first took over the platoon, and he almost stopped rapes
completely, you know, and I thought he was going to be able
to make it and--for quite awhile I would say that there was
none of it going on because he was a good man and well, you
can't control everybody all the time. You set up your head-
quarters here, and Lieutenant BROOKS stays back here with
his headquarters section and one squad. The other two or
three squads go out there and operate. He has no control
over them. The sguad leader is the only one that has control
over them. What they rape and do out there is only among
the squad. .He never even knows what happens, so--there was
other officers--we had one or two other officers--we even
had one CO and he was dead against it. I mean, he said that
he would prosecute them if he caught anybody raping and this
slowed it down a whole bunch, but what can you do?

: I can't say whether BROOKS saw or did not see any-
body raped during this time. But he was a man that was
against it, and he himself never took part and I know that,
or at least I know for a fact that I never seen him taking
part. And to me, he was really a good man, because he tried
to stop it, and I don't know why he really slacked off, or
whether he saw that it was useless, or whether somebody
threatened him, too. I mean, what are you going to do if
five people come up to you and say if you don't do this, we
are going to kill you? What can you do? You can't shoot
. them all, and if you do, then vou go to jail for that, and
all we are over there for is for 12 months, and to get back
home.

MR WEST: I take it that Sergeant HODGES wasn't making any
effort to stop it?
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A. No. He kind of liked it himself. No, he wouldn't
stop it. Then, Sergeant BUCHANON on the other hand—--some-
times has done it that I know of--not raped. Stopped it I
mean. He's never raped that I've seen myself or kaow of,

but he wasn't a man that was all for it, and I've seen him

at times stop men, and at other times I've seen him let

them go ahead.

Q. Do you remember seeing a rape incident involving

a man named TORRES and another man named Joe T. JOLLY? This
was supposed to have happened in this (indicating) 2d Platoon
‘area.

A. It couldn't have happened here. There was no

time down in here that I know of. (Pointing to the aerial
photograph, of My Lai (4) TORRES is another Spanish-American
and he may have even been one of them in that three. I don't
know. It's possible. ‘

Q. Joe T. JOLLY, as I remember is the FO?

A. Yeé. The mortar FO.

Q. You knew him?

A, To a degree. Right.

Q. Do you remember seeing him involved in a rape?
A. I can't definitely say in this village, I did.

No. In fact, even out of this wvillage, I never had a lot of
contact with him, because he stays with headquarters again.

Q. Now, we've gone over the rape incidents pretty
well. Let's go back to the point where Lieutenant BROOKS
received the orders to stop the killing. Could you describe
what happened after that with the platoon?

A, After that, we were halfway through the village.
Q. _ "This was Binh Tay?
<A, Right. We were about halfway through it, so we

just continued through it and we didn't kill anybody else
then and--I don't even know. There may have been one or two
people killed. I know that one person went down a bunker

(BUNNING) 35 APP T-168

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

and wouldn't come out and somebody threw a grenade in, so I
don't know what happened to him when somebody threw a gre-
nade. A bunker, they consider their little bomb shelter. I
don't know if it is the proper word for it or not. What

they actually are is bomb shelters. They are not a fortified
bunker position.

Q. Not a fighting bunker position?

a. No. Right. They are bomb shelters and then run
in there for protection and--anyhow, we just continued through
the village and got all the people together, who came back
to the front part of the village heading through My Lai (4).

Q. The south part of the wvillage?

A. Right. There at that time we had somewhere around
30 or more people grouped together, and as I recall it BROOKS
called back up MEDINA again, and confirmed for us to come
back over here and we turned those people loose and we went
back over there (indicating on Exhibit p-1).

Q. A problem we've had is trylng to determine just
where the platoon went after it moved back to south from Binh
Tay and whether you went into My Lai (4) again?

A, As I recall it, the only possible place we could
have been in right here, back in that position being--

Q. (Interposing) Indicating the northeast corner of
My Lai (4)? ‘

A, Right. Being due to the fact here that I remember
eating lunch right next to a hootch burning, with dead bodies
in it, and I don't tnink--it's possible that that could have
taken place before we went out here (indicating), but I don't
think it did, but it is possible, so I can't really stipulate
that. To my knowledge I would almost state that we went

back to this corner again and ate lunch there. -

Q. We've had testimony that you did eat lunch back
at My Lai (4) someplace.

A. It would be this corner (indicating). I can't
remember if we ate lunch before or after we came back, but
I do know that the hootches were burning and we didn't set
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- them on fire. So it would have to be when we came back,
'cause it was a pretty good smell of the bodies burning up.

MR WEST: We will have a short recess.
(The hearing recessed at 1208 hours, 16 January 1970.)
(The hearing reconvened at 1217 hours, 16 January 1970.)

MR WEST: The following persons are present: MR WEST,
. MAJ ZYCHOWSKI, and MAJ COOP.

Mr. BUNNING, you are reminded you are still
under oath.

A. . Yes, sir.

MR WEST: Your recollection is that you ate lunch about on
the northeast corner of My Lai (4) (indicating).

A, »I know we ate lunch there and whether it was
before or after, I am not sure of.

Q. Did you move to the south at all and down in
perhaps the lst Platoon area or anywhere in that area?

A, No. When I ate lunch I was still completely over
here (indicating) which would be on the north of the western
end of it and we never moved. I was never once in the lst
Platoon's area. We never moved through it, even when we
moved out.

Q. When the platoon came back from Binh Tay, did you
do anymore or did the platoon go through anymore of My Lai
(4)2

A. As far as I can remember we came right back on
the trail and walked rlght to the corner of this thing
(indicating) .

Q. Did you set up a perimeter?

A. Right. We set up a perimeter quard right here
(indicating) on the end. I believe we was here and another
platoon was here. . Most likely the 3d Platoon was back at

the rear or the back half of the perimeter.

Q. Were you visited at My Lai (4) that morning by

any officers of the task force or the brigade or the division?
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a. out in the field?

Q. Yes? Did you see any visiting officers that
morning at all?

A. Neo. Not that I can remember. I believe there
was some in the air, but none on the ground that I know of.

0. When you say in the air, do you mean in heli-
copters?
A. Right. It would have to be a helicopter because

I don't remember any small planes on this one.

Q. Did vou know Colonel BEERS, Lieutenant Colonel
BEERS who was the commander of the 1/20, the battalion com-
mander?

A. I have met with him, but I don't know--

Q. (Interposing) You know him when you see him? - o
A. I did then, but I couldn't éwear that I could v
recognize him now. :

0. "I understand. You knew him by sight. Did youv gﬁ

see him there that day or the day following?

A. No. Well, that's really hard to remember. He
has landed in the field several times. I don't definitely
recall that he did land on this operation, and I can't say
that he didn't land, but I don't recall seeing hin,

Q. - But, you have seen him land before and visit
Charlie Company?

A. He doesn't visit Charlie Company because Charlie
Company doesn't like him. He visits the CO, MEDINA or who-
ever the CO is, and tells him about our operation orders,
because for some reason or another--

Q. (Interposing) Did this happen during the time
that Charlie Company was with Task Force Barker?

‘A, You mean that we did not like him?

0. No. When he came to visit, was this during the

time when the company was with Task Force Barker?
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. A. I don't think so because, we were not under his
direct control anymore, and I don't think he did.

Q. You don't recall him appearing that time?

A. No.

Q. Do you recall what Charlie Company did for'the
rest of that day, the 1l6th?

A. - Well, as I remember we moved——that'é.west?

Q. East?

A. We moved east and as far as I know we jﬁst moved

out here several hundred meters and set up. I don't remem-
ber going through any more villages. I know there was no
more killings or any of this, but we moved several hundred
meters east and possibly even south. I might recognize it
on a bigger map? .

MR WEST: Let the record indicate that the witness is
examining Exhibit MAP-4.

A. " I believe that it would be almost directly east.
Q. We have had evidence that the company moved to

the east and joined up with Bravo at the 4/3 and laagered
for the night around the graveyard?

A. Right.
Q. Does that fit into your recollection?
A. Yes, but I can't remember for sure whether we did.

~have them on our perimeter or not. I can't say for sure if
we did or not. You know when you set up a perimeter, you
make a pretty big perimeter as it is, but it was in a grave-
yard and looking in the map I am quite sure it was to the
east and maybe to the south just a little bit. It was in
that direction.

Q. . That afternoon or that evening, did you see any
National Police?

A. Yes. We had--what's considered National Police.

We had Vietnamese soldier interpreters, and we had somebody
that was popular force. I don't know if you call them
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the National Police or not, but they were Popular Force. We
had one or two of them with us. Afterwards, they were--well,
we took men and held them in the form of captive to become
our point men and as I remember--being as I walked point I
was in charge of one, see, and I had to shove this guy out
in front of me. As I recall they told me to make sure that
this Vietnamese soldier did not get to him because he would
kill him~--that he would kill the guy we had, see. At one
place, or one time I seen him and one of them walk up to one
of the other ones, and was talking to him and got quite mad
and had to be almost literally separated, so that he wouldn't
beat this guy up. They can talk their language, and they
start asking them information, and we don't know what they
are saying or nothing, but by beating them, they get a little
more information and what they want so we--we did have--I
don't know whether they were police or Popular Forces or
‘what they were, but we had 'several different kinds with us,
but we did have--whether it was that night or the next day

I can't remember for sure, but we did have them there.

Q. Did you see any of the prisoners killed by any of
these men? Did you see that or hear about?

A. One of the prisoners killed by a South Vietnamese
soldier?

Q. Yes? National Police, or Popular Force, or what?
A. No. I didn't. We wouldn't let him get near ours

because he might do it.

Q. ' You never heard this?
A. No, not that he killed one.
Q. Along in the afternoon, did you see any v151t1ng

officers from Task Force Barker?

A. I can't really say whether I did or didn't. It's
possible.
Q. Did you know Captain KOTOUC? He was the S2 of Task

Force Barker?

A. I did not know him. His name is familiar, but I
don't know him,
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Q. Do you recall the events of the next 2 days;:-
the 17th and 18th?

A. Mostly the next day when we moved almost to the
south and, I believe a little bit eastward. There was some
big water out there and it was quite wide. We moved from

_ there to here, and through these next villages (indicating),
and there wasn't anybody in them. There wasn't even anybody
in there, or any animals, or anything so we went from--we
overnighted and went up to here, to the water and sometime
during while we were here or going to here (indicating)
Lieutenant CALLEY took his platoon over to one of the hills
in the area to see if we could have an overnight position

on it. And all I know is they went up one way and came down
the wrong way because they ran into a mine coming down and
that is just what I heard. '

Q. How about the little villages that you went
through? Anthing happen to them?

A. Well, we burned them as we went through them.
They were all burned, wherever we went through.

Q. Is that where you spent the night?

A. As I recall we went to the water and almost back
tracked. There was some talk that we were going to spend it
in the same position, and I don't swear that we didn't. It
should be logged in the army book. All of our positions are.
I know we did go quite a ways back in the same direction.

Q. Do you recall what happened the next day?

A. The next day the main thing we did was to walk out
and get picked up and I recall as we walked out in my squad
we lost two guys from one mine which was GONZALEZ and TREVINO.
They didn't die to my knowledge, but they was just wounded.

Q. They were medevac'd out I take it?
A. - Right.
Q. Now, when you were lifted out by helicopter, where

- were you taken?

A. I believe it was back to Dottie. I mean, we get
picked up and taken so many times. I believe it was Dottie.
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We were there not more then a day, and we went back out in
the field, and I got malaria the next day while we was in
the field.

Q. Do you remember whether, when you got out of the
helicopter at Landing Zone Dottie--you and other, were you

met by a colonel who talked to you briefly about what hap-

pened at My Lai (4)? Do you remember anything like that?

A. We were met by somebody. There always is on an
operation like this, but he didn't talk to us. He may have
talked to MEDINA and the uppers but I didn't talk to hlm or
know that he was milling among the people.

Q. We've had evidence that the brigade commander,
Colonel HENDERSON, got the men together in a group when they
came back and asked them some questions about what had hap-
pened that morning in My Lai (4). Were you present at such
a group? ‘

A. Not that I can remember. I mean, I'm not saying
I wasn't because it could have even been a company formation.

Q. No. This was a group of men coming back.
A. I don't remember talking to anybody.
Q. Did you ever know that there was an investigation

about what happened at My Lai {(4) that morning?

A. Yes. I heard about it, but it was mostly rumors
because on the 20th, I went to the hospital with malaria and
didn't come back for a month. That was just 2 days after
we completed the operation and to the effect of anybody

coming around and talking to anybody, I wasn't really avallable.

0. © . Captain MEDINA told us that shortly after the
operation, on 16 March, he called the company together and
told them there was an investigation going on, and that while
it was going on they should not talk about what happened at
My Lai (4)7?

A. I was present. So, that would have to be the
18th, or the 19th, or even the 20th, because I believe the
morning of the 20th is when we left for the field.
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Q. But, this was after you got back from the field
or could have thls been before when MEDINA talked to the

company?

A, It could even have been before-~I don't think it's
possible, because we had a half way formation or a meeting
there, before we were lifted out, and I remember him saying
something--in fact, I am not sure he was addressing the
company or a few, but I remember him talking, and saying
something at the LZ, where we was getting picked up.

0. We've had one witness indicate that he assembled the
company in the field and told them about the investigation.
Most of the witnesses said that this took place at Landing

Zone Dottie, but they are not sure.

A. - I believe it took place at Dottie, but I can't
say for sure one way or the other.

Q. You think hard and see if you can remember what

‘._he told the company?

The hearing will be recessed.
(The hearing recessed at 1235 hours, 16 January 1970.)

(The hearing reconvened at 1236 hours, 16 January 1970.)

MR WEST: The hearing will come to order.
RCDR: All present when the hearing recessed are again‘
pPresent.

You are reminded that you are still under oath.

A, Excuse me?
RCDR: You are reminded that you are still under oath.
A. Oh, right.
MR WEST: I had asked you Mr. BUNNING if you could recall

as best you can what Captain MEDINA told the company?.
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A, Right, the briefing as far as I can remember,

was at Dottie was not a real lengthy one, but it was like

an informal briefing. He did say in effect that there would
be some type of investigation probably. Just like you

stated a minute ago, he said that we weren't supposed to say
too much if anybody asked questions to kind of put it down,
to this effect, from what he was telling us. In other words,
the less we tell them and the less said the better off every-
body is.

Q. Afterwards did anybody ever talk to you and ask
you any questions about it?

A. No, like I say, I was in the hospital for 30 days
right after and to my knowledge, from what I asked other
guys when I got back from the hospital--from what they had
said there was an informal type of investigation, and some-
body did ask some people some questions and there was no-
body definitely saying, "Well they asked me questions and I
told them this". I was just concerned a little bit about
what did come of it, but from what they said, nothing did
come of ‘it.

Q. ' Are you.sure that someone told you that somebody
asked him questions? I ask this because up to now we have
not been able to find anybody in the company who was asked
any questions by anybody about what happened at My Lai (4).

A. Like I say, it's possible, and it's possible too
that a guy who was asked questions doesn't want to admit it.

I know I wasn't there, like I say, when I came back, nobody
that I talked to said that he was asked questions. He said
that there was an investigation and this was all I got and

I didn't talk to but two or three guys. You have your own
few, your own little group, so it's possible that there really
never was an investigation either formal or informal where
they did ask the people.

Q. Apart from this did anyone ever tell you to keep
gquiet about what happened at My Lai (4)?

A, Other than this possible formation?

Q. Other than the briefing by Captain MEDINA?

A. | No, not that I know of.
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Q. I want to ask you some general questions, if I
may Mr. BUNNING. What was the attitude of the men of Charlie
Company towards the Vietnamese people. Now, in a way you've
- given some information on this. Telling how some of the

men treated the Vietnamese women in the villages that you
came to, but in general how did the men of Charlie Company
feel toward the Vietnamese? Did they like them or dislike
them?

A. Well, in my opinion most of them didn't want to
be there in the first place and after seeing their buddies
get knocked down, and all this, very few of them had any like
or desire for them at all. And then there was a few, we had--
which most people always cussed, which is considered the
hippy class and that's the only place I ever seen a hippy

in the good, because a hippy is still a non-violent man over
there toco, a hippy. I myself have nothing to do with the
hippies, but that is one thing that I did notice over there,
that the people who were put in the hippy class. There the
guys that got all the long hair, and all this kind of stuff,
generalized into the hippy class. Most of them were pretty
well peace-loving people. They weren't violent, well, I can
remember one guy. I know I could recognize his name on the
list, it starts with a D. Anyway he was from these people
and when we went into a village this man would go in and

set down right with the people. Everybody else would be
~going through tearing everything apart, and this guy wasn't
for this stuff, and he would go in, and he would sit down,
and he would try to communicate with these villagers, and

be friendly, and there were several other ones.

I even did it ‘to a certain degree, and mainly not
to be friendly, or anything, just to learn their ways, to
see what they were doing, and how they do everything.
Because in certain ways they were friendly and they would
show you how they grind their rice, and how everything work-
ed, and they would be quite nice, but this doesn't last long.
Not when you got four or five guys being friendly, and talk-
-ing in four or five different hootches, and here on the
other side, you've got these real aggressive guys that are
beating guys trying to question them, and guys are raping
women and stuff 1like this. You can't be nice and bad and
still come ocut on top. The bad is always going to override
the nice, no matter how nice you are. A little bit of bad
is all it takes. I would say generally that more of the
people, most of them in our company, had no good for Viet-
namese. The fact is some of them considered--they didn't
even consider them human, almost.
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Q. That was one thing that I was trying to figure
out.
A. That is not a majority that doesn't consider

them human. In my opinion that would be a minority, but then
it breaks to where the people--that the Vietnamese are no
good to them because, well, any man that goes over there,
like most of them, there put over there. Very few of them
ask to go over there and you've got one thing on your mind
and that's to get back home. You've got 12 months and you're
home. You've got to live for 12 months and that's it. You
got to live for 12 months or get a nice wound. Most people--
you consider yourself generally first and so yourself is
worth more than other people'’s lives, you think. I would
rather see a Vietnamese die than me die if I had to make

a choice, although it is a poor choice to make but human
nature, nobody wants to die or be killed.

Q. Let me ask you the guestion in another way? You
say that some of the members in the company considered the
killing of Vietnamese just not the same as killing an
American. It wasn't as bad as killing an American.

A, I would say, ves, to that degree. I didn't see it
overly shown, that the Vietnamese were plain nothing, but it
was there, and some considered them that way as plain noth-
ing. Killing a Vietnamese was just killing an old dog or
something.

Q. In other words perhaps a man that was back home
who wouldn't be able to kill an American could kill--

A, (Interposing) Yeah, but still any person--just
like when I killed that girl. I'd been over there quite
awhile before I killed her, and she is the only one that

I knew I killed. Because there was one guy on one side of
the hootch shooting and I was on the other side. And it
was pitch dark and I saw an object running and we were hol-
lering "halt," "dung lai" and all this kind of stuff. And
we could even hear a radio before we got there and sounded
like they were transmitting messages and everything, and

to begin with at night there is supposed to be no movement
out there at all, in these free-fire zones. Anything out
there is free game, but we came in on this hootch and almost
had it surrounded and on them, except that one guy bumped
into a water trough or something inside there, and it made
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a little bit of noise, and this girl came walking out to us.
I was point and as soon as I saw her coming, everybody was
out and it was pitch dark, and she came out of a little

room walking to us, and it was pitch dark, and you could see
her and she couldn't see us. She got that close to me--with-
in 2 feet of me. I could have reached out and touched her,
and she got out there, and everybody was on the ground, and
she was standing out there looking over the top of us, and
she starting talking Vietnamese, and she talked for maybe 15
or 20 seconds. It seemed like a long time--not too long,

but she said quite a few words, and all of sudden you could
just see it, because I could see it. I was twisted like .
this. Her face wasn't 3 feet away from me, hardly. We
weren't really laving. We were in a real low squatting place
where we could still move if necessary, and all the time I
had the gun pointed on her, because I didn't know what she
was going to do.

But anvhow, all of sudden she just froze, and she
sensed that something was wrong, apd she just turned and.ran
and I wasn't quick enough. I couldn't grab her and knock
her down. She ran right into the hootch which was only 50
feet away from us, sir, 75 at the most. It wasn't very far,
we were right on it almost, and she ran right into it just
screaming and hollering and through the sides of this you
could see these men jumping up, and you could see that these
were young men, active, and they jumped up, and everything,
ran out the back. Well, I ran to the right, and came around
to the left, and when we got back out there we just started
shooting, and I saw an object up therxe. It was pitch dark.
It wasn't but 40 or 50 feet away from me, and you could see
something moving, and I just went like that twice, and I
don't know even which time I got here, when I hit her. I
didn't even know it was a female at the time. We just saw
somebody running out of there that we definitely knew was
enemy, and so then we turned on our flashlights after that.

Meantime, I was back at the beginning with MCBREEN.

He was trying to get the red lens out of the flashlight, to
get the white lens in, because we had the red lens to read
our map to get out where we were headed for and a red lens
doesn't do too good when you're trying to shine it on some-
body. He didn't get his light on until after the shooting
was really done. And the rest of them all got out in a
little tunnel out in the back underneath the hedgerow. This
whole house--we walked around it one and a half times before
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we found our way into it. It had a hedgerow growing around
it, and the hedgerow was almost 100 foot from the house at
almost all points, and it was completely enclosed by hedge-
row. You couldn't even get through and of course at night
you can't see really good, and at the end where they got
out--we finally got to the front and you had to zigzag to
get in. You just didn't walk in and so we knew we were get-
ting into something hot probably, because they had it pretty
well figured which house to be in, which was safe for their
cover. When we came to the front like that, and they ran
right out the back, and there's a little tunnel where they
got down, and the other side they knocked up some brush, and
off they go and gone they are. Just like that, and the only
one we got was that one girl, and that's the only person
that I know of that I killed over there. But like I was
saying you were saying that the guy can kill one and not
think nothing of it. It didn't bother me at all that I
killed her because I guess, probably in my mind, that I had
done right because--

Q. (Interposing) Well, it was in the heat of an
operation.
A. Yeah. We're over there fighting a war, and that

was enemy, and that was who was killing us, so in killing
just the supporters, and she was a young girl, 21, 22 years,
by just killing supporters and stuff in the My Lai incident,
that's something else to me. That takes somebody--a lot of
guys like I say like SCHIEL and all these other guys.
They're looking for rank. Somebody higher tells them to do
something. The more they do, the more they think they're
going to get, and me, I'm the other way around. I had 2
years to serve and I didn't care whether I came out an E-1,
and when HODGES told me to shoot them I just literally told
him, "I'm not going to do it."

Q. Did the men understand about obligations to pro-
tect prisoners of war and noncombatants? Do you remember
any instruction on this point in the company?

A. Well, we don't get this instruction before every
operation, but we get this instruction back here in the states
and we~--most of us went over there, and we got most of the
special training. Most everybody now that goes over there,

at least I understand, they've got a week of training--over
there, they've got a week of training, before they're assign-
ed to a company, but we went over there as a whole unit, but
we were told all this. I don't know whose briefings--I think
it came from higher. I think that everybody takes a week to
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go through, they just kind of took us around and gave us in
one day when we first got over there.

Q. I wanted to ask you a few more general questions.
After My Lai (4) did the missions given the company change
any or were they about the same they were before?

A. The same. You couldn't tell any difference, it
was just an operation out in the field, and you had certain
grid coordinates, and your operation to go through certain
grid coordinates, and end up on top of this little hill at

"another grid coordinate, and all operations are just the

same. Most everything is like you said before, search and
destroy, searxrch and clear. All of ours as far as I know,

were search and destroy operations. There wasn't things
destroyed all the time, because there was nothing to destroy--
just considered destroyed.

Q. ’ You were seafching for VC primarily?

A. Yeah, right. On several operations we were sent
into special places where we did make contact with the NVA,
but other than that we were in these areas—--our primary fight-
ing was VC and that's who we were looking for.

Q. The newspapers in November had some stories about
the possibility that some of the men in Charlie Company in
My Lai (4) that morning were under the influence of marijuana.

A. Yea, I read that in that paper.
Q. Did you know anything of this?
A. There was quite a bit of that used. Now, I would

not say in my opinion, because I never touched it, but there
was quite a bit of it used, and on this operation nobody

to my knowledge was touching it. Nobody was under enough
influence that it did effect them one way or another. The

~guys that did use it used it all the time anyhow or quite

often. They tried clamping down on it, but what can they do.
You've got to have 75 percent of the people trying to

. stop it, instead of 30 percent of the people trying to
"to stop it. They don't know who is doing it, or who is not

doing it. You've got your own little clans. Nobody is going
to. squeal, because you've got ycur own life to think about.
They used it. They call it "dieng cai dau" over there, or
pot, or whatever it is. I don't know whether it was true
marijuana that they were getting, but this is what the Viet-
namese sold to them and they used it quite widely as far as
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I know all the time, I was over there except maybe for
the first couple of months. It wasn't hard to get, just
learning what to say, to who, and they would get it for you.

Q. But in your opinion it played no part in that
action?
A, It played none whatsoever, that I could at all

judge, because they didn't have an exceptionally big blow-
out before the thing and everybody get high or drunk, or
nothing on it, because most of the time they can't get enough
of either one of them. They can get enough pot but they
can't get enough beer. Most of them will mix it and it

gets them pretty high. They had no big thing going before
this operation.

Q. I was. going to ask you three questions about My

Lai. The first was, "What happened?", the second was, "Why did
it happen?" Those two questions I think you have pretty well
answered already. In your opinion, I take it, what happened
was ordered. The men carried out their orders. I think you're
aware Mr. BUNNING that this incident did not become widely
known until November 1969. As a matter of fact by a man

named RIDENHOUR who I don't believe had been in the company

but who knew a number of men in the company. He wrote a

letter to the Secretary of Defense, and a number of people

in the Congress, and as a result of that, an investigation

was started in April 1962. In fact the investigating ocfficer
was Colonel WILSON, who is here with us, and he is heading up
another interrogation team, and it's been under investiga-

tion ever since then. But it was not reported officially in
the way many events in the battlefield were reported. Do

you have any idea why this was?

A, Why it was not reported?

Q. Yes.

A. Why events occurred or why the operation was not
reported?

Q. The killing of civilians.

A, I've got a news article right at home writtenhby

The Army Times or one of the Army papers that just said that
we went through there and killed 128 enemy. That was what
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was reported, Somebody said the reporter was on the ground.
The CID man I believe did but I didn't know of any on the
ground.

Q. That's right, a man named ROBERTS from the PIO
detachment from brigade.

A. He probably went with Captain MEDINA or with one
of the headquarters sections. I didn't even know that he
was on the ground. T was told that there was a newsman

- because we were told that we were going to have a newsman.
I was told that there was one in the helicopters above us,
.and I was told that the thing originates in all the stories
he writes. I know that you probably have a file where they
wrote things like 128 killed and so many weapons and stuff,
and from what I gathered that originated from just what he
was told. Was ROBERTS the one that wrote this?

Q. Yes.

A, He was on the ground?

Q. | He was with--

A, (Interposing) It was my opinion that he was in
the air.

Q. No, he was with MEDINA's command group most of

the time. Early, right after the landing, he went out with
some men of the 3d Platoon down south to Highway 2 and then

he came back and moved generally with Captain MEDINA and the
command group. There was a photographer named HAEBERLE with
him,

A. You see, what it would be then probably, when they
came through, all they would see is the bodies. Most of the
hootches would be burned, and you don't even see half the
bodies when the hootches are burning. And they probably
wrote what they were told, that this was enemy controlled

and that these were probably all enemy. That could be put
over quite easily.

vQ. Apart from that, do you have any opinion why the
word about this didn't get out?

A. Through them or through us?

Q. Through Offlclal channels or through the men of

the company?
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A, Through the men of the company, as general as I
can get it, the people were told not to say or write your
Congressman or anything on this kind of stuff. Because,

I believe at the time BERNHARDT who worked with RIDENHOUR
over there, to get this thing started--that's where RIDENHOUR
got his information. I believe he was going to try to write
a Congressman or something because he definitely was against
all this, but he was warned not to from what I gather, and
not in a company briefing or anything, it just got around.
It was not safe writing home to Congressman or anybody and
they know who write to Congressman. They'll get back to
him and chances of getting knocked off is too easy, be--
cause I've had them at least five guys come to me and just
plain told me, "Leave us alone or we'll kill you."

I've seen another guy over there, talk to HANSEN,
a guy that was our squad leader over there at first. We
only had like another week left in the field. This guy
takes his gun, takes it off safety, points it right at this
head and says: "You just leave me alone or I'll kill you right

now". Just like that, from here to the wall over there--— :

20 or 30 feet away. And I'm sitting right in the direct 1]
line of fire, if he misses he's going to get me, because we're @
right on a thing. This is the thing. You get somebody that ‘
will get a gun up on a guy and say: "Get off my back, I'm :
killing you." What are you going to do. : g

Q. Did you know a man named RAYNOR who came into the
company after My Lai (4)? He was a sergeant. '

A. He didn't come into our platoon did he? Do you
have what platoon he came in? The name does sound familiar,
but I don't think he was in our platoon.

Q. No, I don't believe so either.

A. We had a couple--

Q. (Interposing) He may have been in the lst Platoon.
A. We had a couple of sergeants come in, I know, we

starting getting our replacements around the 22nd or 23rd
because on the CID company roster they had all the first-
replacements listed as being present. At least they were
on the list as being in the company on the 16th which they
were not, which were all of our first replacements and they
came from what I understood, a day or two after I left be-
cause I left the 20th.
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0. RAYNOR had an experience somewhat like this. He

said he was threatened. He said he found no discipline--
A.. ‘ What was he trying to do? |

Q. | He was trying to extablish a little discipline.
A. I guarantee you, fou won't establish no disci-

pline if you're not fair, that is for sure. You can ask
some of the members, the guys, when I became squad leader,
under me. Because we had a good squad going, and I was
fair to my men, because I believe in being fair, and

every man in my squad would tell you so. Because I didn't
give nobody a bunch of dirty details in a row and something
that was real bad came up, I did it myself. You have to
earn respect. .

Q. You had a squad in the 2nd Platoon did you?

A. About the last month and a half or so, I was over.
I made squad leader finally. I was still an E-4. Still was
when I got out, but the rank was pretty poor .in lots of sit-
uations. I never bucked for rank because I'm not interested
in it. They pay you so little that it doesn't matter if they
pay you another 50 or 60 dollars a month. It's so

- little to begin with. That they might as not even pay you,
but anyway this could happen. I don't know if he was what
we called "instamatics” or not, and if he was I know of no-
"instamatics"; one that goes to NCO school and comes right
over there wearing stripes. I know of no "instamatics"

that ever got respect from anybody because, like Lieutenant
BROOKS when he came and took over our platoon he said, "All
right men, you quys know the ropes, I don't, teach me." We
get. these "instamatics" they come in there--we've been there
5 or 6 months, breaking our backs. We get an "instama-

tic" who has been in Vietnam for 2 weeks and he knows it
all. He's going to tell us how to do it, and if this man,
that you're talking about is an "instamatic" and is this
way, he will not get respect, or discipline, or anything
from his men.

Q. This man was on his third tour in Vietnam. He .

came in--
A, (Interp051ng) Yeah, his third tour as infantry or

third tour as what?

Q Yes, third tour in Vietnam in the lnfantry. He
liked the infantry.
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A, I don't see how anybody could last that long in
the infantry.

Q. The platoon that he came into and I don't believe
it was the 24 Platocon-- '

A. (Interposing) It wasn't because I would recognize
him if he was.

0. He said there was just no discipline, and when he
tried to impose some discipline--

A. (Interposing) You've got to win the men's confi-
dence, that's first and you've got to prove yourself a man,
before you get it from any of them that I knew of.

Q. Maybe that was the problem. He said in effect
he was threatened.

A. I wouldn't doubt, because it is possible, because
nobody comes in--well, we've had a couple of "instamatics"
as it was, and all an "instamatic" would do was to bounce
around from squad to squad, because they could not find

a home in any squad, because nobody in the squad will put
up with them. Finally, they just break them down and make
them team leaders and put somebody else as sguad leader,
and here you got a PFC or an E-4 as a squad leader, and

an "instamatic" E-5 pulling the job of a team leader. Be-
cause for one thing they are not qualified and some of

them you get are "gung ho" and "hotheaded" and everything
else. And they know it all or at least they think they do,
and I for one don't threatened to kill anybody, but I for
one being as big as I was flat told people where to go.

If I didn't like what they told me to do I told them I
didn't like it. 1In fact they even told Lieutenant BROOKS
one time. It's quite a lengthy story so I won't say it.

I really respected Lieutenant BROOKS. He really was a good
man.

Q. Let me ask you this, now, the men didn't talk
about what happened in My Lai (4), the word got around that
they didn't talk, do you think in back of this was Captain
MEDINA's influence? That people did what he told them to
do?

A. . Yeah, one thing you've got to admit, I don't know

how well you know MEDINA yet or not, for a CO I haven't vet
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seen a better man than him. That man looked out for his

men, and he did his men right. If you did wrong, I mean

to tell you you knew it and you knew it but good. He's

a mean man in that respect, but he did his men riyght and

what he did he probably felt was right. He told the men

not to write home because he probably didn't want any-

- thing to get started from it, really. But probably, most
of the influence would have come from him not to write,

although I wouldn't say the threat of being killed came

from him.

Q. ' | I gather that you weren't\around Captain MEDINA
at any time during this operation against My Lai (4) --

A. (Interposing) I never saw him until we got to our
overnight position.

Q. Did you hear any reports that he had killed peo-
ple during the operation? ,

A, No, I don't know what he did, or nothing. I real-
ly don't have any knowledge of what he did, and I've got none
of what Lieutenant CALLEY did and his platoon because they
were over there on our complete left flank. I was as far
away from CALLEY and his platoon as I could be, and then
when we went to our own village, we were over there by our-
selves.

Q. I see you had a high opinion of Captain MEDINA
as a company commander?

A, Yeah, I got my tail chewed out real good by him
one time, and I mean to tell you, I remember it today.

But as a company commander, this man may have done wrong,

and no doubt he had done wrong, telling us to kill all these
people, but for a man and for an officer-- and I really don't
have much use for the Army--I kind of hate to say it in front
of all these Army people here, but anyhow, he was one heck
.0of a good man. He really was. He knew his stuff as far -

as that came, and he knew how to get things done, and he
never did his men, either as a whole or as an individual,
wrong unless he deserved it. I don't think there was a man
in the company, that doesn't shake when he walks up to talk
to you, because you just know he's a mean man. You picture
him as~--but it takes this to maintain control really, and
maintain respect and everything else, because he had it.
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There were a few people no doubt that hated him. You've
always got this but-- )

Q. (Interposing) Are you telling me that Charlie
Company was a pretty rough outfit and it took a strong
man to command it?

A. Definitely, yeah, it was especially after I talk-
ed to everybody else, after I got out of the hospital even,
when I had malaria and got shot and was in the hospital.
Everyone else that I talked to, you know they--and the way
their men acted. I talked to them and they said they never
had one rape incident in the whole platoon. None of the

men were vulgar, or rough, or anythlng like this and it
surprised me quite a bit, and I don't know why our guys were,
really. Why our company would be so bad or whatever you
want to call it, over everybody else.

Q. I think we have just about finished the primary
part of the interrogation. I wish after lunch you'd get
with Major ZYCHOWSKI if you would and he'll go through the
map again with you and perhaps we can mark up a photograph
to indicate the path that the platoon followed and note
some of the places where the principle events occurred. He'll
also ask you some gquestions about training, a few documents.
Before we recess is there anything that you can think of
that you know that might help us in our inquiry which we
haven't covered in the gquestioning?

A. No, I really can't--unless you've got another
question. We've pretty well discussed everything.

Q. After you go back home, if you come across any
letters that you wrote at the time describing things that
might have happened, that might throw some more light on the
events of that day or anything to do with an investigation
or a coverup, we would appreciate hearing from you. Apart
from that I want to thank you very much for coming. I know
it was a lot of trouble for you. It's difficult for you in
view of your business in accordance to time.

A. If the chickens had gone out--if they had, I
would not have‘been able to come.

MR WEST: All right. We thank you.

A. Okay, thank you.
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MR WEST: The hearing will be recessed.

(The hearing recessed at 1308 hours, 16 January
1970.)

(The hearing reconvened at 1325 hours, 16 January
1970.) '

MAJ ZYCHOWSKI: Hearing will come to order.

RCDR: The following named person is present: MAJ
ZYCHOWSKI. .

Q. Mr BUNNING, I remind you that you are still
under oath.

A. Yes.

Q. Mr. BUNNING, before you is an aerial photograph
of My Lai (4) and the surroundlng areas (Exhibit P-1).

A. Yes.

Q. I would like to have you tell me énd designate

on the map the approximate locations of the landing zone .
where you landed.

(Witness indicates the position on the photo.)

Number 1 will be the approximate area of the land-
ing zone.

(MAJ ZYCHOWSKI marks the location of Exhibit P-1
which is later received in evidence with annotations as Exhibit
P-170.)

A, From the landing zone we moved on a rough line

from a trench or a little hedgerow.

Q You went through the trench line or hedgerow here
(indicating)?

A. It's both; it's vegetation and also a small trench
like thing. . .

Q. At the briefing, were you shown the boundaries
that would be between the lst and 2d Platoons?

A. No, there is no real boundary and it was not in
the original briefing. It was in the smaller size briefing
of the platoon or squad. ’
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Q. In other words, the village of My Lai was split
in the center between the two platoons?

A. Right.

Q. If I recall, you were on the second 1lift?

A. . That's correct, I believe it was on the second

lift.

0. From the landing zone you went up to the north-

western part of My Lai (4), is that correct?

A, Right. We were on the left and the lst Platoon
was on our right. : _

Q. Where did you go?

A, Up here, and at the very beginning I was one or

two men from the end (indicatingj.

Q. You were down on the outer edge of the Village?
A. Right.

Q. How far down did you go?

A. (Indicating) Approximately right here.

Q. You followed the trail?

A, Yes,

Q. You zigzagged all the way through the area?

VA. Yes.

Q. Starting from the northwestern part of the corn-

er where you first entered the village, would you explain
some of the things that you had seen?

A. Well, like we said previously--

0. (Interposing) I'm concerned about your route and
the things you saw as you went through the village.

A, As we started moving through the village or rlght
as we--just before we really moved, there were five or six
people shot.
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Q. Where would that be?

A. That would be in mostly here and here (indiéating).
It was right before we got into the village.

Q. Was this a group?
A No, single people working in their fields.
Q. People scattered throughout the area?
A. | Yes.
Q. Continue on.
A. And we moved on in, and that is when Sergeant

HODGES told me that I had to start shooting, and that is
when I told him that I would not, and I was assigned here
(indicating) to the complete left flank. And from there
I was on the complete edge of the village all of the way.
This is when a couple of kids, three kids come running
out hollering, "chop chop," and were shot down.

Q. You saw them shot?
A, Yes, they were about 30 or 40 feet from the front
'0of the man who shot them.

Q. Did you see who shot them?

A. No.

Q. (Marking Exhibit P-170) Number 2 will be the

approximate area where Mr. BUNNING saw the three children shot.

A. We moved on and there were several more killings.
And then we went on, and people being shot, and we were
probably right in this area here (indicating), when I heard
and saw SCHIEL say, "I don't want to shoot them, I don't want

to shoot them, but I have to, because we are ordered to," and
that was about in this location here (indicating).

Q. Approximately, how many were killed in this area?
A, - About 9 or 10 men, women, and children were
killed. '
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Q. (Marking Exhibit P-170) Point number 3 will be
the approximate location where Mr. BUNNING saw the 9 or
10, men, women, and children shot.

A, We contlnLed moving on from there (indicating) and
it was probably in this location about here (indicating) where
somebody hollered that somebody was getting away to the left.
And that is when Sergeant HODGES and I ran out to see and so
we could get a clear view, and we saw a man, and Sergeant
HODGES was shooting and he told me to shoot, and I shot a

clip on full automatic, -and after that HODGES shot him, and
knocked him down.

Q. Would you continue from there, Mr. BUNNING?

A, From there we continued on to the end of the
village (indicating).

Q. This is now at the northern edge of the village?

A. Right. From there we got word that gunships had
shot down these two people to our north.

Q. Other than points 2, and 3, did you see any other
groups of bodies, people that were kllled°

A. Not really groups of people, but there were ran-
dom killings, between point 2 and 3, and quite a few more
15 or 20 more, between point 3 and the end of the village.

Q. . These were scattefed?

A. Right, scattered people that I saw shot, and there
were none in big groups, or piles.

Q. At the end of the village then, you proceedéd where?
A, | At the end of the village--that is when we got the

word that the gunships had knocked down to enemy with wea-
pons to our north--and from there we went north 300 or 400
meters to approximate there (indicating). There was some
hedgerow or some trees, I think it would be this area right
here (indicating).

Q. (Marking P-170) Number 4 will be the approximate
area where the two VC with weapons were found.

A. From there we went west, into this other village,
here (indicating).
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Q. This village is north of My Lai (4) then?

A. - Yes, and we went into right into the side here or
on this front part (indicating).

Q. As you were going into the village, what happened?
‘A. As we first moved in, first of all they started

puttlng groups of people together, some of the guys did, and
that is when ROSCHEVITZ shot with the M-79 into the group
of quite a few people, it was about 20 people.

Q. Were these people grouped together?

A. Yes, they were grouped. |

Q. Who gathered them there, do you recall?

A, Mostly everybody gathered them there together,

but ROSCHEVITZ was going to see how his M-79 was going to
work on people, or how effective it would be if he shot
into the group at a close distance. After he shot a couple
of rounds into them, everybody else that was there killed
them off.

Q. How far away was he from the point where he
fired his M-79 to the place from the group was setting?

A. I'd say from 80 to 100 feet.

Q. Do you know if these were men, women and children?
A. Right, men, women and children.

Q. (Marking Exhibit P-170) Point 5 will be the

approximate location where Mr. BUNNING observed ROSCHEVITZ
fire a M-79 into a group of people. ‘

A. At point 5 is where HODGES and the other rape
took place also.

Q. ' (Indicating) This is whefe you observed the people
being raped then, is that correct?

A, Yes.
Q. Could you explain who these were again?
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A. One was Sergeant HODGES and where he took the girl
inside the little hootch and the other was the three men to
one girl at one time.

From here (indicating) we moved north in a norther-
ly direction through the village. The whole village lies
north and from here (indicating) we moved to the western side
a little bit, at least I did, because I was still mostly
on the left—hand flank.

Q. As you were going northward toward the center of
the village, what happened?

A. Well, we received word to cease firing, to quit
killing all of the people.

Q. This is where you received the order to stop the
killing?

A, Right.

Q. Who gave this order?

A. It came to us from Lieutenant BROOKS, but was of

Captain MEDINA.

Q. (Marking Exhibit P-170) Point 6 will be the
approximate area where Mr. BUNNING heard the order to stop
the killing.

A. From here (indicating) I was still on the outside
of the village as we circled it and we continued around the
village. And just collecting up the people that were left in
the village and holding them all as we went. And I went to
approximately here, and from here (indicating) to the end of
the village we started back to the front, and we went this
approximate route here (indicating).

Q. Prior to leaving the village, did you observe
anything else?

A. Yes. From point 6 to the end of the village just
before we left the village, I don't recall the exact location
I saw a couple more rapes, also.

Q. You couldn't give the approximate area where this
happened then?
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A. No, not close enough, to really say.

Q. In other words, from point 6 until you exited,
you did observe a couple more rapes then?

A. Right.
Q. What happened at the end of the village?
A. When we got to the end of the village to my know-,

ledge Lieutenant BROOKS said to turn loose these people,
which was approximately 30 and then at that time we turned
these people lose and we continued, and we started to go
back to the northeast corner of My Lai (4).

I believe this is the time we ate and so we
stayed here while we ate.

Q. While you were eating, did yoy set up a perime-
ter?
A. Right, we always do that when we stop and we had

a perimeter here with our platoon being on the northern
corner at the end of My Lai (4).

0. The northern corner of My Lai (4)7?

A, Right.

Q. (Marking Exhibit P-170) Poin£ 8 will be the
approximate location where you ate lunch, is that right?

A. Right.

Q. Approximately what time did you eat lunch there,

Mr. BUNNING?

A. I cannot recall the exact time, but it would be
a late lunch. It would be 1 o'clock.

0. .While you were at this northern corner of My Lai,
did you marry up with the other company?

A, Yes, I know we joined back with part of our company,
I don't know which companies it was, since I was on this cor-
ner way over here (indicating).
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Q. After you ate lunch, where did you go?

A. Well, after we ate lunch, we moved in an easterly
direction for several hundred meters where we made our over-
night position.

Q. As you left the village of My Lai (4), did you
observe any other bodies, groups?

A. | No, that route we took out of there, I did not
observe any more bodies.

Q. While you were eating lunch here or before, or
any time, did you observe any helicopters landing in the east
side of the village?

A. I cannot remember., I stated to the CID, I said
I don't, but I really cannot recall any helicopters landing.

0. Mr. BUNNING, is there anything else that you can
recall that you perhaps forgot and can recall now of any
other incidents that occurred that you have not already told
us about?

A. '~ No, that is all that I can think of as what hap-
pened. I cannot think of anything else that is important.

Q. I showed you a number of pictures prlor to our
plotting your route on this map. Am I correct in saying that
other than the one picture of Captain MEDINA you cannot
identify any other photos and associate them with some part
of the map? -

A. No, because most everybody in these photos here
were not in my platoon and I cannot identify them as defi-
nite places.

Q. You cannot identify any other photographs other
than the one of Captain MEDINA (Exhibit P-8)?

A, I recognize DUSTIN on photograph P-14.

Q. There is nothing else then that you can tell us

that sticks in your mind?

A. No, that is about it.
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0. Mr. BUNNING, if the photograph and the route that
you have taken and the events that you have listed here are
correct, 1I'd appreciate it if you would sign your name at the
top. left-hand corner.

(Witness signs the aerial photo)
A. Right.

Q The photograph that Mr. BUNNING has just signed
is entered as Exhibit P-170.

Mr. BUNNING, you had mentioned in your prior testi-
mony that you remember a person's name starting with a G. I
show you a roster here (indicating) of C/1/20. Would you
look through this roster and see if you can identify that
person? -

A. Yes, this man is right here (indicating), GARFOLO.
Q. Would you explain who GARFOLO was?
A. The man who I mentioned before, who was the hip-

pie and he was a real good guy, and when we went into the
villages, and all he would do is talk to the villagers
and try to make friends with all of them.

Q. Mr. BUNNING, if I recall correctly, you, joined the
unit in Hawaii? '

A, Yes.

Q. You mentioned something about training in your

prior testimony. I would like to get a little more infor-
mation. Did you receive any training on the prisoners of
war and the handling of noncombatants?

A, It was not really a training course, because when
I joined the unit, it was getting ready to move to Vietnam
right then, but during the small briefing or briefings, we
were told--it was either in Hawaii--we were told quite ex-
tensively on mistreatment and how to handle prisoners and
all of this properly.

Q. You d1d receive training in handllng PW's and
noncombatants?
A. Not training, but a briefing on how to handle them.
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Q. This would be a lecture type class?
A. Yes, a lecture type class.
Q. Did you also receive this training when you

arrived in Vietnam?

A. Like I said, it was either Hawaii oxr Vietnam.

Q. Mr. BUNNING, I show you Exhibit M-2 which is a
Xerox copy of a card which is entitled "Nine Rules" and

I ask you to look at it and tell me if you have ever seen
or received one of these cards?

A, We received the card. We received a card like
this or stating the same thing. I'm not sure whether it
was exactly this card or not, but we did receive a card stat-
ing the same thing. I'm not sure whether it was exactly this
card or not, but we did receive a card stating the same thing.

Q. Was there any further discussion on these cards
after you received them?

A. Well, the only instructions that I recall, we
were told this is the way we were to conduct ourselves over
there. We were also told that we are in a foreign

country and we are a guest over there and it was all ex-
plained gquite well to us.

Q. I further show you a copy of an Exhibit M-3 .
which is entitled the "Enemy in your Hands" and again would
like you to tell me whether you have seen or received this
type of a card?

A. Yes, I do recall receiving a card with this on it.
Although, at the time, I do not recall these phrases being

on it, but we had a card or copy of such a thing, stating
these things.

0. You are talking about the key phrases that would
be on the back of the card that were in English and Viet-
namese?

A. That's correct.

Q. Did you ever receive any other card or instruc-
tion about key phrases such as the ones listed here?
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A, Not to the best of my knowledge, I never had any.
We had quite a hard time learning them all. However, we were
told the major ones like "dung lai" for halt and we were told
a couple of other ones which I cannot recall at this- time.

Q; You did receive a card similar to this?

AL Yes, it may not have been this one, but we did
have a card stating this information.

Q. Mr. BUNNING, this concludes this portion of the
interview. Is there anythlng else you can recall that
might be of some assistance to General PEERS7

A. No, not really. We have pretty well covered

it as far as I know. I cannot think of anything else im-
portant other than what was already discussed.

MAJ ZYCHOWSKI: We appreciate your coming here today and the in-
formation that you have given to us.

The hearing will be recessed.

(The hearing recessed at 1426 hours, 16 January
1970.)
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY

WITNESS: FIELDS, Dean pPv2

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 15 January 1970
PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon
WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A

COUNSEL: None

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: BROOKS' RTO.

‘1.  PREOPERATIONAL PLANS AND BRIEFINGS.

He did not remember a memorial service preceding
MEDINA's briefing, and he recalled little of the briefing
itself (pgs. 3, 4). He knew he was supposed to destroy
everything in the village, but he could not ramember who
told him to do this (pg. 5). Looking back he believed
this meant to kill the civilians, but he did not think

this at the time of the briefing (pgs. 5, 6). He
recollected no platoon briefing or briefing of platoon
leaders (pgs. 4, 6). The men looked forward to the

"My Lai operation because they felt they would see some
action (pg. 5). '

2. ASSAULT ON MY LAI.

a. Action in the hamlet.

(1) Entry into the village.

FIELDS arrived on the last 1lift (pg. 6).
His helicopter received no hostile fire (pg. 6). The
platoon formed a line on the outskirts of the village and
- waited for the order to move forward (pg. 6). There
was no enemy fire at this time (pg. 6). As FIELDS under-
stood it at this point, the platoon's mission was to kill
everything in the village and destroy all VC supplies
(pg. 7). The men moved through the outskirts of the
village from west to east (pg. 7).
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(2) Observations in the village.

As the platoon moved through the village
hootches were burned and residents were shot on sight
(pg. 8). They killed all civilians they saw from the onset
of their entry into the village regardless of the person's
age or sex (pgs. 8, 9, 25). The men were not out of
control, they were just doing an efficient job (pg. 26).
They acted as if they were under orders to do this (pg. 20).
He saw old women shot holding babies (pg. 9). He saw a
five or six month old baby shot and am.old man.placed against
a wall so that bayonets could be thrown at him (pg. 9).
A group of 20-25 people were put in a circle and shot down
(pg. 9). In total his platoon killed between 75 and 100
people (pg. 9). No prisoners were taken until the end
of the mission (pg. 8). The platoon was in My Lai between
30 and 45 minutes (pg. 17).

(3) Attitude of the men at this point.

The men seemed to enjoy doing this and
appeared to be "having a ball" (pgs. 20, 21, 23). FIELDS
thought they enjoyed it because they hated the VC due to
the fact that the VC were the cause of their being in
Vietnam (pg. 21). He thought somebody higher up wanted
this done and he did not think that anyone would get in
trouble over it (pgs. 22, 23). BROOKS saw the same
things he saw, but BROOKS did not shoot anybody (pgs. 24, 25).

b. Actions in Binh Tay.

In response to a call over the radio the platoon
moved into an .open area in the northwest section of the
village where a helicopter pilot had popped red smoke to
mark the position of two dead VC with weapons (pgs. 10, 12).
While in Binh Tay they checked out hootches and killed lots
of livestock (pgs. 11, 14). A group of 15-20 men, women,
and children were rounded up (pg. 13). He thought they
were golng to be left alone, but, as they started to leave,
RASCHEVITZ fired two M-79 rounds into the group (pg. 13).
The first shot missed the people but the second round
exploded in their midst (pg. 13). A couple of soldiers
were ordered to put the rest of the people out of their
misery with their M-16's (pgs. 13, 29). FIELDS did not
know who gave the order to do this, but looked upon it as
an act of mercy (pgs. 13, 29). BROOKS was there (pg. 13).
He did not recall an order to stop shooting civilians coming
in over the radio about this time, but knew that they freed
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detainees after this (pg. 16). They let a group of 15 to
20 people go when the platoon left Binh Tay (ng. 14). He
thought the killing was unnecessary, but only felt bad
about killing the children (pgs.19,23). The platoon

was in Binh Tay for an hour (pg. 32). -

c. Action after leaving Binh Tay.

FIELDS recalled checking out VC with weapons after
‘leaving Binh Tay (pg. 14). They returned to My Lai where
he saw two large circles of old women and children lying
dead (pg. 15). This was on the left side of a trail that
went around the village (pg. 15). He did not see any
National Police at the laager site (pg. 18).

d. Knowledge of rapes taklng place during the
operation.

DELGADO and RODRIGUEZ told him they had raped a
girl (pg. 27). He later saw the girl alive (pg. 26). He
‘witnessed the rape of a girl by JOLLY and TORRES (pg. 30).
JOLLY held theé girl while TORRES raped her and TORRES
returned the favor by assisting JOLLY (pg. 31). The girl
struggled throughcout (pg. 31). BUCHANON was nearhy, but
FIELDS did not know if he saw it (pg. 31). This rape
occurred after they had returned to My Lai from Binh Tay

(pg. 32). He knew nothing about HODGES raping a girl

(pg. 31). Rapes were not common on their operations (pg.31).

3. INQUIRIES AFTER THE ASSAULT.

FIELDS did not see Colonel HENDERSON after the extraction
(pg. 18). He recalled WESTMORELAND's letter being read
and being tcld that there would be an investigation, but
could not remember who said this (pg. 18). He was never
told to keep guiet and was never asked gquestions about
the incident (pg. 19). He knew of no one in the company
who was questioned (pg. 19). He did not know why the
incident was not reported (pg. 21).

4. OTHER INFORMATION.

a. Radio transmissions.

The body count was not reported over the radio,
however, the capture of the VC weapons was transmitted
(pgs. 16, 17). '
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b. Assessment of officers.

BROOKS was a nice officer who was only strict when
necessary (pg. 26). MEDINA was a good officer who took

care of the men (pg. 28). He did not know Lieutenant
Colonel BARKER (pg. 28).
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(The hearing reconvened at 1022 hours, 15 January
1970.)

MR WEST: The hearing will come to order.

RCDR: The following named persons are present: MR WEST,
MAJ ZYCHOWSKI, and MAJ COOP.

The next witness is Private E-~2 Dean FIELDS Jr.

(PVT FIELDS was called as a w1tness, was sworn,
;and testified as follows:)

Will you state your full name, grade, Social Secu-
rity number, branch of service, organization, and station?

A. - Private Dean FIELDS, Jr., ; Headgquarters
and Headquarters Company, 2d Brigade, lst Armored Division,
Fort Hood, Texas, U.S. Army.

MR WEST: Private FIELDS, before we get into any questions,
I want to tell you something about this inquiry and what it is
about.

This investigation was directed jointly by the
Secretary of the Army and the Chief of Staff, United States
Army, for the purpose of determlnlng facts and making find-
ings and recommendations concerning:

(1) the adequacy of prior 1nvest1gatlons and in-
quiries into what is now commonly referred to as the My Lai
incident of 16 March 1968, and

(2) possible suppression or withholding of information
by any person who had a duty to report and furnish information
concerning this incident; in other words, whether there was
a coverup.

We are not ingquiring into all facts and circum-
stances of what happened at My Lai. For example, we are
not directly concerned about possible criminal culpability
of any individual, something he did that day that may have
- been wrong.

: We have had made available to us and have re-
viewed prior official statements of other investigations of
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the My Lai incident, and we have talked to many of the mem-
bers of C/1/20.

Your testimony will be taken under oath. A
verbatim transcript will be prepared, and a tape recording
is being made in addition to the verbatim notes being
taken by the reporter.

The general classification of our report will
be confidential. However it is possible that the testimony,
or parts of it, may later become a matter of public know-
ledge. ’

You are directed not to discuss your testimony
with others, including other witnesses, except as you are
required so to do in the performance of your official duties,
or as you may be required to do before a competent admin-
istrative, judicial, or legislative body. For example,
there is a subcommittee of the House Armed Services Com-
mittee qguestioning some people about the My Lai incident.
Some people who appear here are being called for that
subcommittee. Of course, our direction to you not to dis-
cuss your testimony would not apply if you are called
before a congressional subcommittee.

Have you received an order from the military
judge in the case of the United States v. Calley? He has
issued an order in which he has directed witnesses and
potential witnesses in that case not to discuss this tes-
timony. Have you received such an order?

. A. Yes.

Q. It is permissible within the limits of that order,
here today, to give your testimony. This has been worked out
with Judge KENNEDY. At the same time, your appearance here
does not affect that order. They are both compatible. Now,
do you have any questions up to this point?

A. No, I don't.

Q. Private FIELDS, what was youf duty assignment on
l6 March 19682 ' '

A. My duty assignment? You mean the job that I held?
(FIELDS) 2 APP T-156
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Q. bYes?

A. I was RTO for Lieutenant CALLEY.

Q. What was Lieutenant CALLEY's duty at that time?
A. You mean who he was in charge of?

Q. Yes? Lieutenant CALLEY, C-A-L-L-E-Y?

A. He was in charge of the 24 Platoon; I think.

Q. The fact is, on 16 March 1968, he was the platoon

leader of the lst Platoon. When did you first hear of the
planned assault on My Lai (4)?

A. It was the day before we went on the mission.

Q. - It was on 15 March 19682

A, Yes.

0. Do you remember a memorial service being held for

some men of the company who had been killed about this time?

A. No, I don't.

Q. How did you hear of the assault on My Lai (4)?
Was this in a briefing by the company commander?

A, We were all called together, and we sat on some-
thing like bleachers, and we were told about this. We were
supposed to make an assault on the village. '

Q. Who told you?

A, | Captain MEDINA.

Q. Can you tell us.just what Captain MEDINA said?

i, .No, I can't remember.

Q. You mean you don't remember anything he said?

A, No, I don't.
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Q. Did he tell you about what the plan was for the
operation? What the platoons were supposed to do, or what the
men were supposed to do?

A. If I remember right, we were told that it was a
suspected VC village. That's about all I can remember that

he said.

Q. Do you remember whether he told you what kind of

operation it was?
A. No.
Q. Do you remember his orders as to what each pla-

toon was supposed to do, or what the men were supposed to do?

A, No, I don't.

Q. Did your platoon leader give you a briefing after-
wards?

A No. When we got to the village, it was when we got

to the village.

Q. Well, let's stick to the 15th. How about your
platoon sergeant, did he come around and talk to you?

A. Not that I can recollect, no.

Q. . You were an RTO at this time?

A. Yes.

Q. What other operation had you been on before this?
A. Justrregular patrols, around the LZ Dottie area.
0. What was your job on these other operations?

A. RTO.

0. For whom?

A, I can't remember whether they were CALLEY or
BROOKS. : _
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Q. What kind of radio did you carry?

A, PRC-25,

0. ' Is that the one you carried in the company "push"?
A. Yes.

Q. Now, let's go to the next day. First of all, be-

fore we do that, do you remember that evening at LZ Dottie
after the briefing by Captain MEDINA?

A, Yes, sir.
Q. Can you tell us what the attitude of the men was?
A. I guess they more or less looked forward to going

to My Lai (4).
Q.. Why was this?

A, Well, quite a few times when we did go out, we
didn't make any contact with any of the VC, and I guess they
thought that going through My Lai (4), they would see a little
bit of action.

Q. Why did they think this?

A. ' I guess because they were told that it was supposed
to be a suspected VC village.

Q. : "I wish you would think hard, Private FIELDS, and
see if you can recall anything that Captain MEDINA said. This
was the time when the orders were given to the company and
everybody was told what to do.

A. I know we were—-—-they were supposed to destroy every-
thing in the village, but I can't remember who told us, or at
what time we were told, that we were supposed to do this.

Q. What did you understand "this" to mean?

A. Well, at the time, I didn't know exactly what it
meant until we got into the village, and everybody

started shooting these civilians in there. I guess it meant
to kill the civilians and everything that lived in there.
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Q. But you didn't understand that that was the way

it was to be ahead of time?

A. No.

Q. Do you remember anything being said about how long

the operation was supposed to last?
A. No, I don't.

Q. Do you remember whether your platoon leader went -
to a meeting of the platoon leaders and platoon sergeants after-
wards with Captain MEDINA?

A, No, I can't remember if there was a meeting or not.
Q. Now, let's go to the next day, the 1l6th, the first

thing in the morning. Charlie Company was lifted into an area
just west of My Lai (4) that morning. Do you remember what

1lift you were in? @;
A. It was either the second or the third 1lift. I don't éi
know exactly which one it was. ;
Q. But you remember it wasn't the first 1ift? “g
A. Right. :
Q. Can you tell us, to the best of your memory, when

you came in on the 1lift and approached the LZ if anything
happened? For example, was your helicopter taken under fire?

A. There wasn't any fire. We didn't receive any
fire. |

Q. Would you tell us what you did after you landed?
A, Well, as we got off the chopper, we all made, more

or less, a line along the outskirts of the village, and waited
for our leaders to tell us when to move into the village.

Q. At this time was there any enemy fire?

A, No.

Q. Can you tell us what happened next?
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A. You mean as we went into the village?

Q.. Whatever happened after you formed up in a line?
What did your platoon do next?

A. Well, after we were landed, we were there for a
few minutes, and we were told to go ahead and start going
through the village.

0. What was the platoon's mission at this point?

A.. ’ We were supposed to destroy everything, and not
leave anything alive. We weren't supposed to leave any kind
of supplies for the VC.

Q. Why do you say this? Were these some orders given
that morning, or does this go back to Captain MEDINA's order
the night before?

A, . Well, these crders were given—--I can't remember
who they were given by.

Q. Do you remember any of the radio traffic that
morning after you got on the ground?

A, The only radio traffic that I can remember is
when he was called and was told when to enter the village.
And call and tell us where his location was at the time.

Q. . By that you mean the platoon leader would report
his position?

A, Yes, they always report.

Q. How was this done? 'Did the platoon leader report

himself, or did he have you do it?
A, He does.

(At this point, COL FRANKLIN and LTC MAHAFFEY joined
the hearing.)

Q. Private FIELDS, in front of you is a large aerial
photograph with the hamlet of My Lai right here in the center.
You will notice the map to your left is a 1:25,000 scale map
which has been admitted into evidence as MAP-4.
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(MR WEST oriented the witness to the map.)

Could you indicate to us the movements of the
platoon as you started through the village?

A, Well, you say the ocean was on the east. Okay,
we moved through the village from west to east, towards
the ocean.

Q. Do you remember what part of the v1llage your pla-
toon went through?

A. Let's see. The far end corner down here, our
platoon went through.

Q. Can you tell us what happened there as your pla-
toon started moving through My Lai (4). For example, were
the men firing as they moved--what you might call a recon-
naissance by fire, or holding their fire until they saw a

target? Just what did they do?

A, Well, they didn't just fire as they went through f
the village. They waited until they seen a target, and then _J
they fired at it. g/
Q. Did they burn any houses as they went along?

A, Some of the hootches were burned.

Q. What happened when they came upon Vietnamese

residents of the hamlet?

A. If the Vietnamese were outside of their hootch,

they were shot. If they weren't outside, they were inside.

The men went inside to check them out, and they went in there--
that's where they were killed, inside the hootch.

Q. Did you take any prisoners?
A, Not until about the end of the mission.
Q. Then in the first part of it, based on your tes-

timony, they were killing all the civilians that they came
across?

(FIELDS) 8 APP T-156

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

A. Yes.

Q.‘ - Did it make any difference as to age or sex?
A. No, it didn't make any difference at all.

Q. Could you describe what you saw in the way of

people being killed? Do you remember any particular in-
stances?

A, I don't know; there were several. One, I guess
he was not more than 5 or 6 months old. He was shot with an
M~-60, and old women were shot along with the babies who they
. were holding. It didn't really make any difference how old
they were or how young they were; they were shot.

Q. Would you describe some other instances, or give
other examples?

A ’ There was one old man that they put against the

wéll, and was throwing a bayonet at him.

Q. Do you know who was doing this?

A. I can't remember who it was.

Q. Did you see any groﬁps of people kiiled?

A. Yes.

Q. ' Would you describe this please?

A, It was about a group of about 20 or 25 people,

women and children--mostly women and children, and I guess
they were just put in a circle and shot down.

Q. Do you remember where SCHIEL was at this time?

A. No, I can‘t remember where he was;

Q. Do you remember who did the shooting at this bunch?
‘A, No;

Q. You can't remember any names?
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(The witness gave a negative response.)

As I understand it, the platoon went to the north-
west part of the hamlet. Would you take the grease pencil and
mark off the route the platoon initially went through.

(The witness did as requested. The annotated
photograph was later discarded because it was felt to be of
no further value.)

Could you give us an estimate of how many people,
or the total number of people, you think were killed in this
area (indicating) of the hamlet by the 2d Platoon? This in-
cludes not only those you saw killed, but bodies you saw.

A. Seventy-five to one hundred.
Q. Can you tell us what the platoon did after this?
A. Well, after we went through the village, we went

to a certain area which was out in an open~--more or less like

a rice paddy, and there was red smoke. So we went over to where

the red smoke was at. There was two Viet Cong which had

been shot down by choppers, and we just recovered the weapons ‘

and went on ahead. .
.GJ

Q. Did the lieutenant take the weapons?. N

A, Yes.

Q. Where did the platoon proceed after this?

A. It was more or less like a peninsula portion of the

village; it wasn't right onto the village.

Q. I1'11 direct your attention to the wooded area,
where there are some houses, directly north of the northwest
corner of My Lai (4). This is a little subhamlet called Binh

Tay. Now, did the platoon do anything up in this little sub-
hamlet?

A. Not that I can remember, no.
Q. Do you remember what the platoon did next?
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A. We just went through this little portion. There
" weren't very many houses. One of the hootches was burned,
and there was one woman that was shot.

Q. Do you remember seeing Sergeant BUCHANON there?
A. I don't know.
Q. Do you remember seeing ROSCHEVITZ there?
A, Yes, ROSCHEVITZ was there.
Q. Could you tell us what ROSCHEVITZ did?
" A, Well, we all just stood around and waited for

other orders until we moved out.

Q. You were the RTO for the platoon leader?
A. Yes, I was.
Q. When you came upon this little subhamlet, or

this little group of houses, just what did the platoon do?
Did they move through it as they did at the northwest
corner of My Lai (4)?

A. More or less the same way. We just went into a

portion of the village, checked out the hootches, and the
civilians was there~-was a woman and a kid.

Q. Private FIELDS, we've had several witnesses who
have told us their stories on this and have indicated that
a good bit more happened. I wish you would think hard, and
remember all you can about what the platoon did in this
little place.

A. I can't remember anything else that we did in that
portion of the village. We did kill some cows.

Q. And you were with the platoon leader? Who else
was around you at the time?

A. ROSCHEVITZ and WRIGHT.
Q. Can you think of any other names?
(FIELDS) 11 "~ APP T-156
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A. There were some Puerto Ricans, but I can't think
of their names.

Q.. ' Was the lieutenant in control of the platoon?
Did he know what the platoon was doing at the time?

A. I guess he did.

Q. How did the platoon know to go out into the rice
paddy to pick up the weapons? Did something come in over
the radio?

A. I think we were given a call over the PRC-25,
saying that the choppers had killed two of the Viet Cong,
and we were supposed to proceed to the location where the
smoke was.

Q. Did you also get orders over the company "push" to
go up to this other little group of houses?

A, I can't remember if there was or not.

Q. While you were in there, do you remember a group
of 10 to 20 Vietnamese civilians being brought together, and
what happened to them?

A. I can remember a group that we were near--of ci-
vilian people. They weren't shot. They were let go. They
were released.

Q. You have no recollectlon of a group belng killed
before that time?

A. I seen groups that had already been killed.

Q. In this place? Now, the other evidence that

we have--the place you are talking about is the little
subhamlet of Binh Tay, which shows on your aerial photo-

graph directly north of the northwest corner of My Lai (4).
The other evidence is that the group, from 10 to 20 Vietnamese
people, were rounded up thexre, and they were all shot and
killed. ROSCHEVITZ fired several M-79 rounds into the group,
and then they were finished off with M-16's?

A, Oh, yes, I remember that now.
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Q. Well now, you describe it. I don't want to sug-
gest anything to you?

A. Well, they were gathered together, and they were
all sitting down, more or less like a circle.

Q. How many were there?

A. Cdunting women and children there were about 15

or 20 of them, and I guess they were going to be left alone,
you know. But as we started to leave, ROSCHEVITZ did shoot
a M-79 at them. The first one missed them, if I'm not
mistaken. The second one hit one in the center of them,

and I can't remember who the person was with the M-1l6. He
was told to more or less go ahead and kill them because
they had been wounded, and no sense to leave them lying
there and suffering. v

Q. Do ynou remember where GARZA was at this time?

A. I think he was on up ahead of us. We were, more
or less, like the tail end of our platoon.

Q. Do you remember where BUNNING was?

A. I can’'t remember who BUNNING was.

Q. Where was Sergeant BUCHANON?

A. I think he was with us.

Q. ‘ Did he give the order to finish them off?

A. I don't know if he did or not.

Q. Was the lieutenant there?

A. I'm pretty sure he was. Yes, because I usually
stay right next to the lieutenant in case he gets a call.
0. So anything you saw, he could have seen?

A, Yes.

Q. Do you remember a cali coming from Captain MEDINA

sometime after this group was finished off?
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A, No, I can't remember that at all.

Q. : ‘What did the platoon do after this? Were you still
in this little place called Binh Tay.

A. This right in here (indicating)?

Q. Yes. Did you keep on shooting up the place, or

what did you do?

A. There was a portion that we went through that
we did do some shooting. I think most of that was just at
the livestock that they had there. I can't remember if
they killed anybody, but I know we did shoot quite a bit of
the livestock they had.

Q. Did you take any prisoners or detain any civilians
from there? I'm not talking about the group that was shot.

A, There was one group that we had. They were let go.
Q. About how many in that group?

A. About 15 or 20 of them.

Q. Do you recall which direction they went?

A, We went back up through this village, the way

that we came, and then we made a turn. I think they went
north, how far I don't know.

Q. What did the platoon do next} after you finished
up in this little place called Binh Tay?

A. I think it was after that we went over and
checked out those VC. I think it was after that.

Q. After that you checked out some VC? Where was
this?
A We were in a big, open rice paddy area where they

were found.

Q. What happened after that?
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A. I can't remember what we did after that.

Q.. ~ Well, do you remember returning to My Lai (4), or
did you go to some other place?

A. Yeah, we did. We came back down--I think on the
outskirts--more or less, like a little path, or something on
the outside of the village by the rice paddy. That's where
I saw several big round circles of people lying there dead.

Q. Could you describe that a little more closely.
How many groups, how many in each, what they looked like,
ages and sex?

A, There were two groups of people. Most of them
were old women, and there were a few men, not many. The.

men were fairly old too, and little children, and it was--
I would say from 6 months on up to about a year or 2 years
old, and they were all dead, just lying there.

Q. Could you tell us generally what part of the

hamlet that was in? Was it about in the center of the village
as you would move through it, before you got to the center,

or after it?

A, There was a rice paddy area. I guess it was about
75 meters wide. There was a trail on one side that went down.
It was on the left-hand side of the trail that these groups
of people were at.

Q. Is this back in the section that your platoon had
~gone through, or was this forward of that, to the east?

A. This was a different section because our platoon
didn't--well, except for that one--didn't go around and kill
that many people in groups; just that one group.

Q. What did the platoon do next?

A. We met up with someone from another company?

Q. What time of day was this?
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A. It was somewhere around noon.

Q. Do you remember if you broke out your C-ratiaons
and had lunch?

A. There was a small portion that we went through

in that village. We waited there for a while. I don't know
if we ate our C-rations there or after we come back

through the village.

Q. All right. Let me ask you something else. Do you
remember the platoon leader receiving an order to stop the
shooting?

A, I can't remember if he got an order to stop the
shooting of the civilians or not, but we did stop shooting.
All the rest of the civilians that we met were let go.

Q; : After that time?

A. Yes.
Q. While you were in the little hamlet up there

north of My Lai (4), do you remember if the lieutenant got
a call from Captain MEDINA?

A. The only call that I can remember, I think, is
the one where we were told to go check out the Vietnamese
that were killed by the c¢hopper. That's the only one that I
can remember, ‘

Q. Did you see any visiting officers that morning,
or anybody from Task Force Barker or the brigade or the
division?

A. No.
LTC MAHAFFEY: When you saw this first group killed, were you

or Lieutenant BROOKS reporting body counts or kills over
the radio to Captain MEDINA?

A. Not that I can remember, no.
Q. Did you at any time during the day?
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A. No.
Q. Did you report policing up the weapons?
A. ‘Yes. There was a call he made saying that he

recovered an AK and a carbine and so many Chicom rounds.

Q. Who made that call?

A. | The platoon leader.

Q. | But he did not report any kills?

A. Not that I can remember.

Q. When you were going through the northwestern part

of the wvillage, did you see Sergeant BUCHANON?

A. We rore or less followed a few feet behind the
platoon as they went through.

Q. o Who is we?
A. Me and the platoon leader. I'm pretty sure BUCHANON

was with us, and they went through and just made sure that
nobody shot each other. We just stayed a few feet behind them.

Q. About how long do you think it took you to get
through that part of the village?

A, _ -I'd say between 30 to 45 minutes.

Q. Who did you say reported the weapons?

A, Our platoon leader.

Q. Now that we have talked about this thing, do you
remember the name of your platoon leader?

A. Yes, It was Lieutenant BROOKS

Q. All the other evidence that we have indicates

that 1t was Lleutenant BROOKS. Lieutenant CALLEY had the
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1st Platoon at that particular time. The 1st Platoon had the
south part of My Lai (4), and apparently just about covered
“all--or swept through all of the hamlet except the corner up
there where the 2d Platoon went through. You mentioned, join-
ing up with another company. Our evidence is that company
was Bravo, and they were 4/3. When in the laager area, did
you see any National Police?

A. No, I didn't.

Q. : Do you recall what Charlie Company did the next

2 days, the 17th and the 18th?

A. No. I can't remember what we did.

Q. Do you remember being lifted out by helicopter and
taken back to LZ Dottie?

A. ~ No.

Q. Some of the men of the company were met by the

brigade commander, Colonel HENDERSON, and he talked to them
a little while. Were you in a group that was met by Colonel
HENDERSON?

A. No. I don't think so.

Q. While you were in the field, or afterwards, do
you recall Captain MEDINA getting the company together and
telling the company that an investigation was being made of
what had occurred at My Lai (4) on the morning of 16 March
'1968?

A. Yes. I can remember someone saying that, but I
don't know who it was. Also, I remember that we were

sent a letter saying that the job that we did was well done,
or something like that.

Q. Yes. The last thing you referred to, I think, was

a commendation or congratulatory message from General
WESTMORELAND. But let's go back to the other thing. You don't
recall who told you about an investigation?

A. No, I don't.
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Q. | Were you told anything else at this time?

A. No. |

Q. Did anyéne tell you to keep quite about what
happened in My Lai (4) that morning?

A. No.

Q. Did anybody ever come and ask you questions

about it?
A, No.

Q. You never talked to an investigator about what
happened at My Lai (4)?

A. Not until--

Q. | (Interposing) While you were in Vietnam?

‘A, No. ‘

Q. Do you know anyone else in the company who was

questioned about what happened in My Lai (4)?
A. No, I don't.

Q. How did the men of the platoon feel about what
"had happened there that morning? Did they talk it over
afterwards?

A. I didn't feel like it was necessary. I guess they
more or less enjoyed it. They were having themselves a ball
when they did it.

Q. You mean up to the time they got orders to stop?
A. Yes.

Q.- Did you ever see anything like this before?

A, ~ Never.

Q. " Did yoﬁ see anything like it since?
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A. No.

Q. One of the things we're trying to determine is just
why this unusual event happened because it was unusual

for American soldiers to go in and kill a number of civilians,
including women and little children and babies. I'm sure

you have thought about this. Would you give us your opinion
as to why it happened?

A. Well, I think that the reason why they wanted to
go through there and kill everybody was because they said
it was a VC village, a stronghold. It was supposed to have
been a supply point with food, and they wanted to, more

or less, cut this off from the VC. So, by killing them, I
guess they thought that's what they were doing: more or
less cutting off the food and killing the livestock.

0. I get the impression from what you tell us that
the men went in there and were doing what they were ordered
to do. Is that your feeling about it?

A, Yes.

Q. Did it occur to you that this might be somethlng
that could be called a war crime?

A, No.

Q. The killing of women and children, more or less,

helpless noncombants?

A, No, it didn't.

Q. Well, how did you and the other members of the
platoon regard these people, these Vietnamese, that you came
across?

A, What did we think of them? \

Q. Well, for example, did you regard them as
friendlies, enemies--

A, (Interposing) More or less VC sympaﬁhizers.
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0. I think you must realize that this incident was
not widely known until quite recently. The fact is, it was
not reported to Headquarters, Department of the Army, until
about 13 months after it happened. Do you have any idea why
it was not reported?

A. No.

COL FRANKLIN: FIELDS, you made the statement that the men
sort of enjoyed it, they were having a ball. What do you
mean by that? _

A. Well, they didn't look like they hated to do it;
and after they left one hootch, they went to another hootch
expecting to find some more they could kill. I know for a
fact that they didn't hate to do it.

Q. How. do you know that for a fact?

A. I don't know, it's just the way they acted--that
they--you more or less knew it.

Q. Was this a couple of individuals mostly, or would
you say generally the whole platoon?

A. No. That's the whole platoon.
Q. | Well, what was it that they enjoyed? Just kllllng;
or the fact that they were killing VC and VC sympathizers?
- ' I guess the fact that they were killing vC

sympathizers.
Q. Did your company hate the VC?

' A. I guess everybody hated VC that was over there.
Q. How about you personally?
A.l Yeah, I hate them.
Q. Why do you hate them?
A, If it Wasn't for them; we wouldn't have been over
there.
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Q. | How come you don't wear your combat badge, FIELDS?

A. Well, I was notified that I was coming down here
about a day before, and this is my only greens. I never

had my winter greens ready. These pants aren't even altered
vet, and I didn't have a chance to do it. I was in the CID's

office until about 8:30 that night, and everything had closed.

I didn't get a chance to pick my uniform up.

Q. What's your rank, PFC or private?

A, Private. |

Q. What did you get busted for?

A. For driving on post without a registration.

Q. You say this never happened again in Vietnam. Why
did it happen at My Lai? That's what we are trying to under-
stand? Why didn't Charlie Company do this the next day, for
example, when you went to the south? Why did it just happen
at My Lai--to kill all these VC and VC sympathizers? You
were at other places where there were VC sympathizers?

A. I don't know why.

Q. Did you have the feellng, personally, that someone
higher up wanted you to do this?

A. I guess so, or we wouldn't have done it.

Q. Did you think that afterwards or at the time

it was happening? You saw this happening. Did you think that.

people were going to get into a lot of trouble for this?

A. No. I didn't think they were going to get into
any trouble for it.

Q. | Well, normally if you just kill a kid, you'd get
in trouble over it in C Company, wouldn't you? A GI goes
out and shoots a child; wouldn't he get into trouble?

A, Yes, he did.
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Q. Why did you think this was different?

A. Well, I thought that if it wasn't to be done, we
wouldn't have done it. Somebody up higher had to have wanted
it done, or we wouldn't have went through that killing. I
mean the lieutenant wouldn't go out and give an order to go
out, and give something that--to kill anything in the village
.unless they got the orders from higher up.

Q. Did you hear of any men getting sick when they

saw these people getting shot? Or did soldiers ever tell you
later on that they thought it was bad, what the company had
done in My Lai? Did you ever hear any of that?

A. | No, I didn't.

Q. : How about you personally? Did you ever dream
about it? ' ‘

A. No. I keep looking back at it.

Q. How do you feel when ybu look back? What's your

personal feeling?

A, Well, killing old women and the old men that

were there, I didn't feel too bad about that. But the little
kids, they were 6 months old. How could they harm you? I
don't think it was wvery right to kill the little kids, but
the older people, the VC sympathizers, they helped them out.
It didn't bother me if they killed them, but the little
kids...

COL FRANKLIN: That's all I have, sir.

MR WEST: Private FIELDS, I think you could help us again
if you would go back to the statement that the men of the
company seemed to be enjoying what they were doing when
they were killing these Vietnamese people; that they were
having a ball. This impression must have been gained

from the way they were acting and the things that they
said. Can you remember anything that was said to indicate
that they enjoyed what they were doing? Do you remember
anything that anybody said after they had killed somebody?

(FIELDS) _ 23 APP T-156

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

A. (Interposing) I can't remember what they said,
but any man that didn't like to do it wouldn't stand a person
up against the wall and throw bayonets at him.

Q.. Would you tell us a little more about that? This
has been mentiocned by somebody else. Just what do you recall,
about that incident?

A. I don't know. They come up on this old man, and
instead of shooting him, they were just throwing bayonets at
him to see if they could stick it in him. They more or less
enjoyed doing it, or they wouldn't do it on their own free
will,

Q. Do you recall any other incidents like this that
possibly have given you the impression that the men enjoyed
their work?

A, No.

Q. I'll give you an example. We had testimony that

a man in the 1lst Platoon shot a little boy with a .45 caliber
pistol, and the impact of the bullet threw the child clear
over backwards, and then he turned around and said, "Did Sk
you see me shoot that little son of a bitch." This is the ’ ¢
kind of thing that I thought might have stuck in your N
mind. This, of course, a remark like that tends to in-—-

dicate that the man enjoyed what he was doing. I thought

this might help you to remember, perhaps, a similar one in

your platoon. I take it that Lieutenant BROOKS was with you

all this time, and he saw what you saw?

(Witness gave affirmative nod.) .

Do you remember him supervising the movements of
the men through My Lai (4) as they moved through this first
part of it, telling them what to do?

A, He'd always tell them to make suré they more

or less stayed on line, not to drop back or to go ahead

of anybody else, because the danger of shooting somebody --
and they shoot back, or they might shoot up ahead. -
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Q. For example, was he directing the men to search
the hootches, bunkers, holes in the ground, and wells?

A. Yes. We were always told to check out the tunnels
that the Vietnamese use; I guess,; whenever the village was
bombed or something, you know. We searched them -- under-
neath the fire places, in the hootches, and wherever, any
other places where somebody could hide.

Q. Do you remember seeing Lieutenant BROOKS shoot

anybody?
A. No.
Q. You're guite sure?

(Witness gave an affirmative nod.)

' LTC MAHAFFEY: When did you first see killings take place.
Was it in the northwest portion of My Lai (4)?

A, As we first went‘into the village, no sooner
than we got into the village, then there were a few hootches.
That's when I first seen the killings of the civilian people.

Q. You testified earlier that you saw somewhere
between 75 or 100. Do you recall about how many might have
been in that northwest portion of the village?

AL No. I can't remember how many was in there --
that particular portion that we went through, no.

Q. A lot?
A. It was quite a few.
Q. Then the other group, where you saw the in-

dividual fire the M-79, was located in that small subhamlet
to the north of My Lai (4)?

. !
|

(Witness gave an affirmative nod.)
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When the killings were going on, was it your
impression that the platoon was out of control, or were
they just doing a good, efficient job of accompllshlng
what they were supposed to be doing?

A, They were doing a good job, and they were
doing it, more or less, because they were told. But they
did it -- was not right, and they weren't out of control.
Q. - What kind of a platoon leader was Lieutenant
BROOXKS? ‘

A. He was the type of guy that, more or less,

got along with everybody.
Q. : Pretty nice guy?

A. Yes. He didn't give you any hard time unless
you did something to deserve it.

Q. Was he strict?

A. When 1t comes to being strict, yes. Most of
the times, you just go right up to him and talk to him
and tell him your problem. He would try to help you out.

0. Did he get along with his squad leaders and
Sergeant BUCIIANON?

(Witness gave an affirmative nod.)

COL FRANKLIN: Was there any rapes that took place on 16
March that you know of?

A. There was one that I was told about, and I

seen the young civilian girl that they were supposed to have

had an intercourse with. But I don't know whether they
did it or not.

Q. Was she alive or dead?

A. She was alive; she walked away from it.

Q. Who told you?
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A. There was two Puerto Ricans; I can't think of
their names.

MR WEST: DELGADO and RODRIGUEZ?
A. I'm pretty sure. I think so.

COL FRANKLIN: And they said that they had an intercourse
with this girl?

A.' _ Yes.

Q. Did they think it was funny?

A, " I guess so. They enjoyea it, or they wouldn't
have had it.

Q. How about the rest of the platoon? What did
they think about it?

A, They didn't say anything.

Q. - What did you think about it?

A. Not much. |

Q. Do you remember the 8lmm FO? Haée you heard
of JOLLY, Joe T, JOLLY?

A, I think I remember him, yes.

Q.- Did you hear many stories about rapes in C

Company? Was this very uncommon, or do you remember hearing
about women being raped on other occasions?

A. It was a village right outside of Dottie that--
I guess we went through the village several times. It was
this big path and the village was on the left-hand side.

- There was one 1n there. That's the only one that I can
remember. N

Q. There was one in there?
A, Yes.
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Q. How do you know that? You saw it?

A. Yes.

Q; When was this? What month?

A. I can't remember when it was.

Q. Did the platoon leader see it?

A, I don't know if he did or not.

Q. What would Captain MEDINA have done to you if-you

were reported by your platoon leader that you raped a woman?
What would Captain MEDINA do to you?

A. I haven't the slightest idea what he would do.

Q. » You really wouldn't be too worried?

A. I'd be worried about it, but I don't know what he g
would do. 3
Q. Do you think he .would take a pretty strong view againstv¥
it? What do you think? You knew Captain MEDINA, didn't you? :
A. Yes. | . . '%3
Q. What type of man was he? |

-V He was a pretty.good guy.

Q. What do you mean a gbod guy?

A, Well, he wanted his men to be treated right. For

instance, we came in out of the field, and the cooks had
some sloppy food, the first good, hot meal that we had. He
told them to throw the garbage away. He wanted us to have
something good to eat, so he more or less liked to take
care of the men.

Q. Did you know Colonel BARKER, the battalion command-
er, task force commander? ’ :
A, I don't think so.
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Q. Did you ever see many field grade officers down
there in Charlie Company: battalion commanders, brigade
commanders, and people like that?

A. No.
Q. How long were you in the rifle platoon?
A. How long was I with 1/20?
0. ves.
A. About five and one-half months.
Q. Do you recall ever seeing any battalion commanders

down at the platoon or the company during that time?
A, I can't recall ever seeing one.

Q. - You don't recall ever seeing one. When you were
up here (indicating) and the M-79 was fired into those people,
who gave the order? Who said, "Go ahead and finish them off,
put them out of their misery"?

A. I can't remember who it was.
Q. But somebody did say that?
A, Yes.
| Q. Did everybody start shooting or just a couple?
A. I think it was just a couple of them started
shooting.
Q. Did you considef this as an act of mercy?
A, I guess so.
Q. Are you Regular Army?
A. Yes. |

COL FRANKLIN: That's all I have, sir.

MR WEST: Let me ask you about a couple of allegations? Do
you remembe¥x Joe T." JOLLY, and TORRES, and HUTTO?
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A, HUTTO?

Q. Yes? What about Joe T, JOLLY? JOLLY actually
was a mortar man?

A. Yes, but he was the FO.

Q. FO?

A, That's right. He was the mortar FO.

Q. TORRES,.remembér him?

A. If I seen him, I would.

0. ’ We had a witness in here who was a\member of the

3d Platoon. He described this incident as happening when

the platoon was about in the middle of the village of My Lai
(4). He said they came to the doorway of a hut and heard some
GI's talking inside the hut, and a little later on in his
statement he said: "I saw TORRES and Joe T. JOLLY inside of
the hut. There was a Vietnamese girl in the hut, and she was
lying on the bed, and TORRES was having an intercourse with
her. The girl was crying and fighting and resisting TORRES'
sexual advances. Part of the time JOLLY was standing beside
the bed and holding the girl down. He was holding the girl
by her hands. There was no doubt in my mind that the girl
was being forced to have intercourse. In a few minute TORRES
got up off the girl. After TORRES finished, JOLLY took out
his penis and got on top of the girl and he started having
intercourse. The girl was still fighting and resisting."

" He went on to say that there were some other men of the
platoon who came up, and they were standing around Do you
remember this incident?

A. Yes, I do.

Q. What can you recall about it? Was this about what
happened?

A. That's about What happened, yes.

Q. Was anybody else involved in there?

A. ~Not that I can remember, no.
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Q. Where was Sergeant BUCHANON at this time?

A. He was outside the hootch.
0. He could see what you could see?
AL I don't think so.
Q. Did he know what was going on?
A. I don't know if he did or not.
0. Another witness described a similar incident that
occurred in Binh Tay when you were up there, this little sub-
hamlet north of My Lai (4). The witness said: "There I

witnessed more killings of men, women, and children; also ob-
served several rapes. One was committed by HODGES. First,

I observed a Mexican American having sexual intercourse with

a Vietnamese girl about 18 years old. She was only wearing

a blouse, and it was unbuttoned. When he finished, the girl
got up to get away and HODGES grabbed her. HODGES took her
inside a small hut and raped her. I saw this through the open
front of the hut. MCBREEN and GONZALEZ may have seen this.
Either before or after HODGES raped her, I saw three U.S.

soldiers with him." Do you recall this incident?
A, No.
Q. Do you remember other 1nstances of rape that took

place that morning?
A. No, I don't.

Q. Was it fairly common occurrence that when the
company was on operations, went through a village, that the
men would have intercourse with the Vietnamese women?

A, No.

VMAJ ZYCHOWSKI: In reference to the rape that Mr. WEST mentioned,
when did this occur? Was this after the people stopped the
firing, or when did it actually take place°

A, In My Lai (4)?
Q. When was it supposed to have taken place?
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A. It was after the sweep was made through the vil-
lage that the rape occurred of the civilian Vietnamese girl.

Q. What you saw occurred after you came from the sub-
hamlet of Binh Tay to the village of My Lai (4), is this
coxrrect?

(Witness gave an affirmative nod.)

Where did you exit My Lai (4)?

A, Where did we exit?

Q. Yes. |

A, I can't remember where we exited My Lai (4).
Q. As far as you can recall, you returned to the

northwest portion of My Lai (4) to about where you exited
the first time?

A. I think so.

Q. And you don't recall where you exited this time?
A. Yes, sir.

MAJ ZYCHOWSKI: I have no further questions.

LTC MAHAFFEY: Can you estimate how long the platoon might have
been in that small subhamlet of Binh Tay?

A. I guess about an hour.

MR WEST: Did you know FRITTS, MAKEY, SIMPSON, and Charles
WEST? :

A. If T see them, I would probably remember them. But
by name, I don't.

Q. You don't remember FRITTS, MAKEY, or SIMPSON?

A, No.

Q. Private FIELDS, I would like to give you an oppor-

tunity to tell us anythlng you can think of that might be help-
ful to us in this inquiry that we haven't already discussed.
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Can you think of aﬁything that you would like to tell us, any-
thing at all, opinions, or whatever might come to mind?

" A. I can't think of anything.

Q. All right. If you should recall something which
you believe would be helpful to us, if you should find
‘some photographs or maps which might throw some light on what
happened here at My Lai (4) that day, we would appreciate

it if you would get in touch with us.

Thank you very much for coming, and we are grate-
ful. The hearing will be recessed.

- (The hearing recessed at 1256 hours, 15 January
197¢0.) _
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY

WITNESS: GARZA, George A.

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 6 January 1970
PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon
WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A
'COUNSEL: None

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: Medic, 2d Platoon
c/1/20.

1. PREOPERATIONAL PLANS AND BRIEFINGS.

a.  Memorial service.

The witness recalled a memorial service being
held prior to the operation, but did not recall exactly
how long before the operation it was held (pg. 4). He
believed that the service was held by a Catholic chaplain,
a captain (pg. 6).

b. MEDINA's briefing.

Captain MEDINA told the men of his company that
this would be the roughest assault that they had been on,
and told them to expect a battalion or more of Viet Cong
(pgs. 4, 5). He explained that they would have 15 minutes
of artillery and gunship fire prior to the landing and that
the 2d Platoon would have the left flank after the landing
- (pg. 5). He further explained that there was nothing in the

village but VC and VC sympathizers and that they were to
destroy all food, crops, and livestock (pgs. 6, 7). The
witness added that the impression that he gained was that
there would be no noncombatants in the village and that
everything and everybody was to be destroyed (pg. 7). The
witness asserted that there was never any order given to
kill everybody (pgs. 18, 19, 20), although the indication
was that all in the village were VC or VC sympathizers

(pg. 19).

(GARZA) | 1 SUM APP T-70
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c. Impreésions of the men and their morale.

The witness noted that all the men were scared by
the information that they had received at the briefing
(pg. 5). They were under the impression that they would be
outnumbered by approximately three to one and that the
operation would last for some 10 to 15 days (pgs. 12, 26,
27). The witness stated that the men were very scared
when they hit the willage since they expected to hit some
strong resistance (pg. .21).

2. THE ASSAULT ON MY LAI.

a. The landing.

The witness stated that he could recall no firing
when he landed. The platoons lined up and the order came
to move out; people started firing and the firing continued
to grow in intensity (pg. 8).

b. The assault.

(1) The witness testified that he mved out with
Lieutenant BROOKS, the 2d platoon leader (pg. 7). He moved
around from squad to squad, staying to the rear of the
platoon as they moved through the village (pg. 8). He saw
grenades being thrown into bunkers and people being shot;
there was a lot of firing going on (pg. 8). He noted that
everyone started firing, nobody asked any questions (pgs. 8,
12). He added that there were no orders to kill anyone,
except VC; but that everyone was jumpy, some began firing
(pg. 18). He noted that everyone was ready for resistance
when they reached the village, and when there was none
they saw an opportunity for revenge (pg. 21).

(2) The witness testified that he saw anywhere
from 20 to 40 bodies of children, women, and elderly men -
in the village (pg. 13). He stated that he did not recall
the 2d platoon doing any burning, but believed that the
burning was done by the 3d platoon.

(3) The witness testified that the platoon moved
to a village or .subhamlet to the north of My Lai (4) and

some Vietnamese were shot there (pgs. 8, 45). About 10
people were killed there before the cease-fire order was
received from Lieutenant BROOKS (pgs. 10, 15, 45). Men in

the subhamlet were killing pigs and ducks (pg. 11).
He stated that when the cease fire order came down, the
platoon then herded 50 to 60 people up and told them to
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move out. These people moved off to the west-southwest
(pgs. 11, 15, 45). The witness opined that the cease-fire
order came down after CARTER was wounded (the log indicates
that this would have been 1020 hours)(pg. 16).

(4) The witness stated that his platoon then moved
back into My Lai (4) which had been fired by the 3d platoon.
The hootches were burning when he got there, and he saw
bodies lying everywhere, including some in the hootches
that had burned (pgs. 8, 11, 12).

(5) The witness stated that no one in his platoon
was injured, but that he did put a bandage on a young
Vietnamese boy (pgs. 12, 13).

(6) The witness testified that although he was not
sure of the date, it might have been 16 March when he saw
some National Police shoot some detainees whan they were
interrogating (pg. 22). He stated that they were shot inside
the perimeter which had been set up and the company commander
was upset, because he was afraid some U.S. forces might be
hurt by the shots (pg. 22). He noted that he did not know
Captain KOTOUC (pg. 22). '

c. Early termination of the operation.

-

The witness stated that everyone imagined that the
operation was going to be a rather lengthy one, although no
one had given them a particular schedule (pgs. 12, 26, 27).
He explained that the men had griped about being sent on a
ten day operation that would be extended ,for a longer period.
" Captain MEDINA then quit telling them the planned length
of the operation, telling them that they could not then
complain (pg. 26). However, the witness stated that every-
one had the impression that this would be a lengthy
operation, about 15 days (pg. 26). He stated that he took
18 magazines of ammunition, although he normally carried
only three, and that he doubled his medical supplies for
~the mission (pg. 12). He testified that when they were

taken in from the field early, rumor had it that a
helicopter pilot had complained of the events in the village
and they were to be questioned when they returned (pg. 26).

3. INQUIRIES CONCERNING THE ASSAULT.
a. Inquiries.

(1) The witness testified that upon the return of
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the men to Landing Zone Dottie they were met by a field grade
officer (whom he was unable to identify from Exhibits

P-49 thru P-51, P-53 and P-142 or by name) (pgs. 23-25,35).
This officer questioned them asking if they saw anything
that should not have happened (pg. 23). The witness stated
that the men replied in the negative; he believed they
replied thus since they were under the opinion that they had
wiped out a Viet Cong stronghold (pgs. 25, 34). He noted
that this officer did not question any men individually

(p. 25). The witness stated that this was the only time

he was ever guestioned in Vietnam (pg. 28).

(2) He noted that in his opinion had there been
an investigation that actually attempted to discover the
truth, it could have been done (pg. 33).

b. Rumors.

There were rumors, according to the witness, that
a helicopter pilot had reported the events at My Lai and an
investigation was being conducted as a result of his
report (pg. 26).

c. Instructions to refrain from talking about the
incident.

The witness recalled a meeting where MEDINA told
them not to talk about the incident (pg. 28). He further
stated that the word was passed not to talk about the
incident to anycne, but this was changed to state that they
could talk to legitimate personnel, such as an investigating
officer (pgs. 27, 28). The witness noted that no one cared
to talk much about the incident even among themselves (pg.32).

d. Appearance of a coverup.

The witness stated that he had read an account.
of the assault in the division paper which stated that,
the unit killed 128 Viet Cong and took few casualties.:
He opined that this was a coverup (pg. 32, 33).

4. OTHER INFORMATION.
a. Exhibits.

Exhibits employed in the interrogétion are listed
infra.
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b. Attitude of the men of C/1/20 towards Vietnamese.

The witness recounted that the company, when it
arrived in Vietnam felt that the Vietnamese were all right,
but that the feeling wore off after awhile (pg. 30).

He noted that the Americans thought they were better than
the Vietnamese, but that there was no general dislike
for them (pgs. 30, 31). '

c. Attitude of the Vietnamese for the peasants.

The witness opined that the National Police and the
Vietnamese interpreters who were there probably were no
more concerned about the killings than the Americans
appeared to be. He did note that Sergeant PHU left the
company soon after the incident at My Lai (pgs. 33, 34).

d. Opinion of Captain MEDINA.

The witness stated that he felt MEDINA was a
very good officer (pg. 18).

" (GARZA) | | : 5 SUM APP T-70
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EXHIBITS
EXHIBIT
NUMBER DESCRIPTION NOTES PAGES
. : |Burning house as in
P-16 Miscellaneous Scene My Lai (4). 41
i Recognized by the
P-33 | Miscellaneous Scene witness. 41
- Trial in My Lai
P-38 Miscellaneous Scene recognized by wit. 41
I Wit had seen in
P-41 Miscellaneous Scene Life Magazine . 41
P-49-~
P-51,| Photos of officers Not recognized by
P-53 witness.
25,35
, - Member of third
P-61 Miscellaneous Scene platcon recognized.
by the witness.
41,42
Wit recognized
P-64 Miscellaneous Scene SMITH and DELPOME. 42 ™
PHU, artilléry. RTO, ™
P-66 | Miscellaneous Scene MAKEY, recognized N
' by the witness. ‘ '
42,43 @
Burning HOOtches N
P-125{ Miscellaneous Scene recognized by wit. 43
_ SMATL and others in
P-126| Aerial photo 3d platoon re-
' cognized by the
witness. 43
P-142} LTC BARKER Not reocgnized. 35
. Marked by the
P-143} Aerial photo witness. : 36-40
MAP~-1| Wall map Shown to witness, 6
MAP-4} Map 6739 II Shown to witness. 9
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(The hearing was reconvened at 1401 hours,
6 January 1970.)

MR WEST: The hearing will come to order.
(The court reporter PFC Dennis G, BULL, was sworn.)

The following persons are present: MR WEST and
‘MAJ ZYCHOWSKI and MAJ COOP.

The next witness will be Mr. George A. GARZA.

(MR GARZA was called as a witness, was
sworn, and testified as follows:)

Please state your full name, occupation, and
residence.

A. ‘ George A. GARZA, student. I live in San Antonio,
Texas. Do you want my home address also?

RCDR: Please.

A. 1035 Stevens.

RCDR: What's the name of the town?

A. San Antonio.

RCDR: Thank you.

MR WEST: Mr. GARZA, before we proceed to any questions, I

‘want to advise you of the nature and purpose for this ingquiry.

This investigation was directed jointly by the
Secretary of the Army and the Chief of Staff, United States
Army, for the purpose of determining facts and making findings
and recommendations concerning two things:

(1) the adequacy of prior investigations and in-
quiries into, and the subsequent reviews and reports within

the chain of command, of what is now commonly referred to
as the My Lai incident of 16 March 1968, and.
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(2) possible suppression or withholding of
information by any person who had a duty to report and to
furnish information concerning this incident. In other
words, whether there was any coverup.

Our investigation is not being conducted to
inguire into all facts and circumstances of what happened
at My Lai. It is directed to those specific purposes which
I have just stated. For example, we are not concerned with
the individual culpablllty of any person who may have done
something wrong.

We have had made available to us and have re-
viewed the prior official statements obtained in other
official investigations of the My Lai incident. For example,
I have here a copy of statements which you gave Mr. THOMPSON,
CID, back in September, while you were at Fort Sam Houston.

A. I believe it was in October.

Q. Was it?

A. It was in October.

Q. Your testimony will be taken undef oath. A

verbatim transcript will be prepared. A tape recording
is being made in addition to the verbatim notes being
taken by the reporter.

Now, the general classification of the report
will be confidential, but it is possible that testimony, or
parts of it, will later become a matter of public knowledge.

We request that you not discuss the testimony in
this investigation with others, including other witnesses for
this investigation, except as you may be required so to do
before a competent judicial, legislative, or administrative
body. There is, for example, the subcommittee of the House
Armed Services Committee which is making some inquiry into
this. Some of the people who talk to us are going before
that subcommittee. And when I request that you not discuss
your testimony, it has no application to that subcommittee.

(GARZA) ' 2 APP T-70
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Do you recall whether you are subject to an order
issued by the military judge in a general court-martial
case of the United States v. Calley which asks certain people
who are witnesses or may be witnesses not to discuss the case?

A. Tell me--with the press?

Q. Yes.

A, | Something to that effect.

Q. You did receive an order?

A No, I did not receive any mail--you know, to that

effect. I have heard through the news that we are not
supposed to.

Q. In the event you are or become subject to the
order issued by the military judge, I want to advise you
that your appearance here in no way changes the application
of that order, and, by the same token, this activity of our
investigating group is permissible within the terms of that
order. We do have information that notification was mailed
to you on the 26th of November, 1969. It was mailed _
to you at your Fort Sam Houston address, and perhaps it didn't
reach you. It was to notify you not to discuss or disclose
to anyone any information or evidence that you may possess
concerning the alledged offenses charged in the My Lai (4).
So you are among those?

A, Yes, I am.

Q. Do you have any guestions on what I have just told
you?

A, No.

0. Mr. GARZA, for the record, I understand you were a

membexr of the United States Army on 16 March 19687

A, Yes, sir.

Q. ' Would you tell us‘your grade and duty assignment
at that time? '

(GARZA) , 3 APP T-70
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A. At the time I was a SP4 medic for 2d Platoon,

c/1/20.

Q. At that time, was Charlie Company a part of Task
Force Barker?

A, Yes, sir, it was.

Q. When did you first hear of the planned operations

against My Lai (4)?

A, It was the night before that the company commander,
Captain MEDINA, gave us a briefing on the operation.

Q. Do you recall a memorial ceremony being held
shortly before that briefing?

A. Yes, sir. S

Q. | Could you fix the time of that in reference to W

the briefing? T?
A

A. Well, it was—--I know we were in Task Force Barker

when we had the service. And it was, I couldn't give you a w

date on that. ’ N

Q. The information that we have on this is quite con-
flicting, and several witnesses have told us it was the

same afternoon, just before the briefing. Others have put

it the day before, or some days before, or weeks before.

This is why I ask you.

A. It's not the klnd of thing, I guess, you would
remember very easily.

Q. As I understand it, the memorial ceremony was
for some members of the ~company who had been killed in a
minefield?

A, Right.

(GARZA) 4 APP T-70
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Q. What did Captain MEDINA tell the company during

the briefing, as you recall it?
A. You are talking about the briefing before the My
Lai (4) assault?
Q. Yes.
A, ‘ let's seé. To the best of my knowledge, he was--

he informed us it was going to be a--going to be one of the
roughest we had ever had, that we were going to run into a
battalion or so of the Viet Cong. I believe it was the 47th,
or something like that. The 48th.

Q. 472

A. : 47. Well, up to that time the company

had been having--you know, had not been running into that
much resistance in the way of an actual assault. We were to
 be face to face. So I figured, personally, it scared me, it
scared me a lot. And I believe everybody else was

really feeling they were going to get into it this time. And
he goes on to saying about, you know, the odds, and whom we
were going to be fighting against. And he mentioned what
time we were supposed to combat assault into the area, and
what was supposed to happen. Fifteen minutes of artillery
and gunships, and we were supposed to land with the first
wave. And we were supposed to land on the east side of

the village, I believe. And let's see--well--

Q. (Interposing) 24 Platoon had the--
A (Intérposing) Left flank.
Q. Yes. The left flank. Actually, the landing zone
was west of the hamlet.
A, To the west?
Q. ers. And ybu were to move east. So you would

have had the north sector of the village, moving from west
to east. '

A, Well, I thought I remember pushing toward the ocean.

(GARZA) ’ 5 APP T-70
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Q. That is right. We will show you a map in a
little bit. Well, you might look at (Exhibit) MAP-1

on the wall there (indicating). You will notice My Lai (4),
and the landing zone to the left, there, which would be to
the left of the village. And you notice there a landing
zone spot which points to the east toward the China Sea

(MAJ ZYCHOWSKI indicating).

A. That is the village, right?

Q. Yes.

A. . We landed there?

Q. That is west of the village, and you moved eastv

toward the sea. Does that fit in with your recollection?

A, I have my directions mixed up, but that is right.
I remember we pushed toward the ocean specifically, right.

Q. Going back briefly, let me just touch back on this

ceremony a moment. Do you remember the chaplain who conducted

that ceremony?

A, No, sir. I believe it was a Catholic chaplain.
I'm not sure, though. It was a captain, I think.

Q. Yes. Some people said it was a captain chaplain,
and other people have said he was a major. But nobody can
remember his name. Did Captain MEDINA tell you what kind of
a mission it was?

A. Well, he--had been hit before in that area across
the river. Okay, so everybody had kind of a grudge against
them. Also, he said this was all the VC area, VC controlled,
and everything there was VC. So he says when we hit the vil-
lage to destroy all food, crops, and houses. Just level
everything. So, kill all the--you know, the cattle and
chickens and everything. Then he went on to tell us about
the time we would get there, and wheo was on the first wave,
and so on and so forth. '

Q. Did you get the impression that all the people who

would be left in the village would be the enemy, so to speak,
were VC or VC sympathizers?:
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A. Well, the way I interpreted it was that every-
thing was VC, everybody 2and everything. It was touchy

because usually, when you go through a village, everybody

is considered. But I think this was about the first time

that we were all told don't worry, there are no noncombatants,
they are all VC, they are either sympathizers or helpers who
are giving their food away, whoever it is they would help them
in whatever they want. That is why they kept harping about
"the food, destroy the food. So that is why we had to kill all
the cattle and everything.

Q. Do you recall, or do you happen to remember, whether
there was a meeting of platoon leaders and platoon sergeants
with Captain MEDINA, either before or after the company
briefing?

A. Well, I can't swear that I remember it exactly,
but I'll say this. The meeting was in the evening before
dark, and I think--well, he usually does. He always says--
.1like you know, well, let's talk to the platoon leaders and
the platoon sergeants now. And he goes into the deeper
information that he's got to give them. But I cannot swear
that I remember him having a meeting.

V.Q., Does that usually happen after a company briefing
or before? Do you recall?

A. Well, this was—~-I don't know. He usually talks
to them before. A lot of times, the platoon leaders will

go to his tent or his CP area, and they will sit there, and
shoot the bull, and talk~~you know. In other words, he lets
them know that the day--you know, before, what is going to
happen the next day, where they are to go, and what they

are to do.

MR WEST: Do you have any guestions?

MAJ ZYCHOWSKI: No.

MR WEST: Moving to the next day now, Mr. GARZA, the
morning of the 1l6th. As I understand it, you pro-
ceeded in with the headgquarters section of the platoon,
with Lieutenant BROOKS?

A, Yes, sir.

(GARZA) 7 APP T-70
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Q. Tell us what you did and what you saw after you
landed there and got out of the helicopter in the landing zone.

A. Well, let's see. When we landed there was--I
cannot recall any firing going on. We jumped out of the
choppers, and I was lost for a while, and found out where
we were supposed to go. And I went over there. And then
everybody was lining up, the lst and 2d Platoon, and it was
real quiet. It was early in the morning. Then they gave
the order to move out. Well, right away, we started moving.
And shots started going 0ff, and started gradually growing
more and more, the volume of the firing and so forth. I
fell back to the back of the platoon where--well, I was
moving around a lot. I was moving from one squad to an-
other. I would be with the platoon sergeant, Sergeant

. BUCHANON, but I was never really up front. I was in the
rear, and I would walk around like that. As we went through
the village, there were grenades thrown in bunkers, and people
being shot. Then we pushed on through the village, and
there was a lot of shooting going on. They JUSL started
shooting as we went along, and everybody running was being

. shot at. We pushed on through the end of the village. I
cannot remember if we had gone through it, or sometime in
the middle of it, there were supposed to be two VC off to
our left flank. So our platoon moved off to the left flank,
we swept on around; and we got these two VC. We captured a
carbine, and an M-1, Garand. Then we moved into a little
village, and there was more firing, and killing more people.
And all of this happened, I don't know, I don't really know
how . long it took, a half-hour, one hour, or two hours.

But after we pushed into the other village, we swept back :
through My Lai (4), and we were walking. At that time we came
behind the 3d Platoon which had already burned the village.
And we walked through the village, which was burned, and

we pushed on with the rest of the company through this

open field which was toward the ocean.

Q. We had talked to a man in your platoon yesterday,
I believe. I got the impression from him, as the platoon
moved through its sector of the hamlet, that the squad
which was on the left pulled out and went out into the rice
paddy to recover these weapons, and the remainder of the
platoon stayed in the hamlet.
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A. That is about right.

Q. I got the impression from you that the whole

platoon pulled out?

A. Well, I don't know. I remember I was with the platoon
leader. Lieutenant BROOKS was the first one to the bodies.

Q. You were told that Lieutenant BROOKS went out--

A. (Interposing) Right. I was with Lieutenant BROOKS,

and I don't really remember.

0. The question is whether the whole platoon went out
or just one squad.

A. Right. Just one squad.

Q. But, otherwise, the description of the events

was about the same. And out in the rice paddy there were two
dead VC. You picked up weapons and went onto another hamlet
or subhamlet, :

A, Right. They call it My Lai (5) on the map.

Q. Yes. I am a little puzzled on that. Our map shows
My Lai (5) a little farther on to the east, and there is a
subhamlet right directly north of My Lai (4).

A. I don't know how far we walked. It was a clear
rice field where we crossed. I don't know--100 yards or so
that we had to go.

Q. I will show you a blown-up photograph of My Lai
(4), an air photograph of My Lai (4) and the vicinity,
(Exhibit P-1) and also a map, 1:25,000 scale, which has been
introduced into evidence as Exhibit MAP-4. You will notice
on the map, that is My Lai (4) here, and this is the same
here (indicating). Here is a stream line that runs around
(indicating)--

A, (Interposing) The ocean should be over here then,
right? ' :
(GARZA) 9 APP T-70
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Q. That's right. Now, here is a trail running south
out of the hamlet to Highway 521. You can see the same

thing on the map here (indicating). This is the landing zone,
and this is the north sector, the 2d Platoon's sector. Now

I think the question is whether this little hamlet was here,
or over here. This is actually My Lai (5).

- A, Well, I'11 tell you then to the best of my know-
ledgza. We lined up all along in here. Okay, we pushed
through here.

Q. Indicating the north sector of the hamlet.

A. Right. North sector of the hamlet. I remember
coming out here in this 1little pathway. I stood there for
awhile, you know, and there was another squad there. The
other sgquads were still in the wvillage.

Q. That is a path along the north edge of the hamlet?

A. Right, and I remember swinging out and back. Now,
I know we didn't go to this village because we would have had
to have gone straight to it, and then to have come back to

My Lai (4), I mean (5). We would have had to walk back, and
it wasn’'t that far. So I am almost sure, I guess it was
right in there (indicating). This little one right here
(Indicating), because, as we walked back through the village,
some more people were shot. And then--

Q. (Interposing) We had some testimony there were
about 10 Vietnamese killed in this hamlet--

A. (Interposing) That is about right.

Q. : Which is directly north of My Lai (4).

A, Okay. And then I remember--

Q. (Interposing)- I forgot to mention that the scale

of the photograph is 1 inch equals about 100 meters.

A. That is pretty far, isn't it?
Q. Three or four hundred meters from the--
(GARZA) 10 APP T-70

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY -

A. (Interposing) Right, because we swung out like
this (indicating). Then we pulled back into the village, and
went throught the village. I stayed out here (indicating)
on the outer edge. ‘

Q. Indicating a hamlet about 400 meters north of the
northwest corner of My lai (4).

A. Now, I didn't go deep into the village. I went
just to the outer edge, and I killed a pig on the trail
here (indicating). And we were shooting at some ducks that
were in a pond here, and then the platoon leader said that
that's enough, to round the people up and push them out. So
we rounded everybody up. And I remember there was an open
field somewhere, and we just pointed to them and said

"di di," to go ahead and take off, they left. I don't re-
member 50 or €0. It was a large group of people, and we
told them to get out, to move away. And they started
walking. Once they were walking away, maybe 100 meters,
200 meters away, we walked back toward My ‘Lai (4). That is
when we walked back through it.

Q. This group of people left the little hamlet and
went into a southwest direction, would you say?

A. I guess so, sir. |

Q. Which was north?

A. ' -Right. It was west for sure, west-southwest .
Q. Then you returned to My Lai (4). About where

did you enter?

A, I don't remember sir. I just remember--I
remember we went back through it because there were a lot
of burning huts.

Q. I believe you indicated at this time the 3d Platoon
had moved through and had burned--

A, (Interposing) Right.
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Q. What did you see when you got back into My Lai
(4) in the way of Vietnamese civilians, either dead or alive?

A, Well, there were a lot of them dead. There vere
a lot of bodies lying everywhere. Also, a lot of them were,
still in the houses that burned down. And that is about it.

There were just a lot of bodies lying around and, like I said,

some were still lying in the houses that were burned.

Q. As I remember—-—-as I read your statement to Mr.
THUOMPSON, thie CID agent, the 2d Platoon, as it moved into
My nai (4), started firing at the outset, kept up a heavy
volume of fire, and just shot at any person they saw in
the hamlets. Is that a correct impression?

A. Yes, I say so. It started--it started-off slowly,
.and then the volume increased. Nobody was asking questions,
they were just shooting.

Q. Was there any enemy resistance?

A. There vIre snlper rounds going off--you know. The
word was being passed that we were being fired at from over
here (indicating), and this and that. And choppers would
send down word there were VC running in this direction over

here. I mean, the volume that we expected, no. From what we

were told, we were told were supposed to be outnumbered
three to one. So, like myself, I only carried three or four
magazines, and that day, for the only time when I was in the
field, I was carrying 18. I doubled up on my medical
suppliies. And it really turned out to be nothing, what
everybody expected to be something. It was one-sided.

Q. It was nothing at all, or very light?

A, Very light. Very light.

Q. Did you have any wounded to treat?

A, Yes, sir. I put a bandage on a little boy, but
he is the only one I treated.

Q. Any member of the platoon get hurt?

A, Sir?

Q. Any member of the platoon--
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A. (Interposing) WNot in my platoon. No,
sir. I believe there was one boy in the first. I think
it was CARTER.

Q. Before you moved out into the rice paddy
and went up to the other hamlet how many dead Vietnamese
people did you see? .

A. They were being killed along--you know,

where they were running. And they were throwing grenades
into the houses. As far as seeing them laying around
outside, I would say 30, 20, 30, or 40.

Q. What were their ages and sexes?
A, They were old men, women, and children.
Q. Did the 2d Platoon do any burning as they

went along? Did they take time to do that?

A. - We weren't(supposed to, and I cannot remember
anybody doing it. I don't know if they ever did or

not. But I know it was the 3d Platoon's job to burn

the village, I believe, and that is the way that
understood it. We just pushed right on through.

Q. You stayed pretty close to Lieutenant
BROOKS. during this time?

A. No, sir, not really. I was with JOLLY

for a while. He is the radiotelephone operator.

0. As the aid man, you would move around?

A, Yes, sir. I was a little bit everywhere.
Q. Did you see Sergeant BUCHANON?

A. Yes, sir. Every once in a while; I didn't

stay with him. I talked to him there for a while,

and we stopped at a hut and sat down for a while, or
something like--you know, we dropped by and talked.
And we would walk off. And I would cut off in another
direction or something. '
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Q. Could you describe your movements, then,
after you came back to the village from the excursion
out into the rice paddy, and out in the other hamlet?

A. Well, like I said, we came back through

the village, My Lai (4). And I recall a hill being

on the right, and that is what I recall. Anyway, I

recall walking through a large, dried, rice paddy

field. It was very long, about 1,000 meters, I guess,

a click or two, or it seemed that way, because I know every-
body was worried about--you know, getting pinned down or
sniped at. And I remember walking on through that to--through
some other villages, and they were empty. There was no
living soul or animal in those villages, and then we hit

the coast.

Q. I think you arergetting'into the next
day now.

A. Am I?

Q. : The 17th.

A, That is something that happened with Mr.

THOMPSON and me. I couldn't remember when we spent
the night, whether it was the next day or when we
got through--

Q. (Interposing) I was trying to stay with
My Lai (4) for the moment. : '

A. ' 1 see. '

Q. I gather that after you returned to the

village, and the 3d Platoon had already moved through.
Did you move around through My Lai (4) to any extent
after that time?

A, No, sir. No, sir. I didn't. I stayed
on the outer edge up in here (indicating), the north
side of the village.

0. Do you remember later on a 2d Platoon

forming a perimeter at the east end of the hamlet,
around noon?
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A. I remember us forming a perimeter, but
I couldn't tell you when it was.

Q. Did you hear, during the morning, words
come down through Lieutenant BROOKS to stop the killing?

A. Yes, sir. In my opinion, that happened
back when we were in that other little hamlet. Now, -

Q. ' (Interpos1ng) I see you are still over

there.

A. Well, I took it for granted it came from
him. I don't know. He just said: "That's enough;
cut it out." So everybody said: "Let's stop," and

that was it. And that is when we herded the people
up, and moved them out. That is when I heard--you
know, no unnecessary shooting is what was passed.

Q. You talked to a Mr. THOMPSON. You said

this: "After 2d Platoon went to My Lai (5) and returned,
sometime during this period, Captain MEDINA had gone

to the village and saw what was going on. Anyway,

he gave orders to knock it off. I heard Lieutenant
BROOKS say for the 24 Platoon to knock it off." And

by this you meant stop the killing?

A. Right.

- Q. : " Do you recall this?

a.  Yes, sir.

0. Would you have anyway to fix the time
of this?

A, | No, sir. I'm afraid not. I don't know

how long we stayed in My Lai (4). It was--—
Q. (Interposing) Approximately midmorning?

A, I think we stopped for lunch over here
(indicating) in this other little village. But--

(GARZA) 15 APP T-70

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

Q. (Interposing) It was sometime before--

A. (Interposing) The late morning, between
10 and 12,. something like that.

Q. Do you remember the incident in which
CARTER shot himself in the foot?

A. Yes, sir. I heard that somebody started
saying--you know, what was passed around, that some-

body got shot in the 1lst Platoon. So I went over,

and when I was there he was already bandaged up. He
already had a bandage on his foot, and I saw it was
CARTER. So I talked to some of the medics, and some

guy said: "Well, he was shot in the foot by his .45."

So that’s all that I heard, and I went back to my platoon
at My Lai (4) at that time.

Q. Did you stay there until he was dusted-
off£? :
A. No, sir. I don't think I did. I don't

really remember. I think I just stayed there long
enough, you know, to find out what happened, and
what was going on. And I went back to my platoon.

u¥25§.¢;3ﬁ‘;

Q. The log of Task Force Barker indicates

ithat CARTER shot . himself about 10:20 in the morning.
That's the time he shot himself, or the time he was
‘dusted-off. It was the approximate time. In reference
to that time, do you recall when the order to knock

it off was given? Before or after the CARTER incident?

A. Well, it must have been before, because

when Lieutenant BROOKS and the rest of us came back

to the village, everybody else was gone. Most of them
anyway, I think. I believe we were still in the village.
We hadn't left the village when he got shot.

0. Yes.

A, So that means we got there, to the village
later.
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Q. It was after this that you went over to --

A. (Interposing) Right. Around 11 or 11:30,
or something like that.

Q. I get the impression that the 24 Platoon
didn't really sweep entlrely through its sector of
- My Lal (4)2

A. ' I don't know, sir. I didn't go all the
way through it. I don't think I did.

Q. It sounds as if you were diverted perhaps
halfway through, and went to the other hamlet?

A, Well, if it's like you say, the one squad
went, then the other squads stayed there, or else
they went through. I don't know, becatuse when you--
we are weaving in and ocut of houses and huts, and
“down trails, and break out into the open, and come
back in --

Q. (Interposing) Right.
A, You don't know where you‘are.
Q. Do you have any recollection of how many

people went with you when you and Lieutenant BROOKS
went out to pick up the weapons, and then went into
the other hamlet?

A, No, sir. I thought it was the whole platoon,
but I guess it wasn't.

Q. Well, it could well have been. We're not
sure.

A. I don't know how many there were.

Q.' Were you visited by any officer from Task

Force Barker, the brigade, or division during the morning
of 16 March?
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A. No. You mean—--was he out in the field?
Q. Yes, while you were in My Lai (4).
A. 16 March? WNo, sir. Not that I recall.

I didn't see any with my platoon. The only people
whom I saw weren't with the company were those photo-
graphers. And those were the ones who I know were
there.

Q. Had you gotten to know Captain MEDINA
well at this time?

A. I got to know him better later on, sir.
Q. What kind of an officer was he?

A. In my opinion, a very good officer.

Q. ' Were you in a position to tell whether

he had control of the company on that morning in My Lai (4)?

A. Well, he was back behind with the 34 Platoon.
So, the 1lst and 2d were a quarter to halfway through the
village, I believe, before he went in. The only kind of
control he would have would be through the radio.

Q. I see. Some people feel that things got
out of control that morning, that things were done
that he hadn't expected or ordered, and that he was
taken by surprise by the killings that went on. Did
you have such an impression?

A. Yes, sir, 'I do. There was never any orders
given to kill people, you know, other than the VC. 1In

my opinion, I think it was that everybody was real jumpy
and real jittery in the beginning, and a couple of "gooks™"
were popping up their heads here and there and running.
And like I say, in my opinion, I feel everybody was look-
ing at it this way. Let's get some before they get us.

So we started firing, you know. Everybody started firing

at anybody who was running. They just started growing
and growing, and pretty soon they were just walking in

and killing everybody they saw. Whether they were running

or not, they were being shot.
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Q.> We ve had some witnesses who thought that
the company was ordered to do this?

A, No, sir. I have to argue that point, because--

Q.i - (Interposing) Well, your impressions are
important to us. What you saw and heard, and what you
understood.

A. ' I never heard anybody say anything about,
you know, killing the people. I say they said kill
the cattle, and that is what was being done. At the
same time, nobody ever said, nobody ever came out and
said kill everybody you see no matter what they are.
No.

Q. Well, was it indicated to you that they
expected that practlcally .everybody in there would be
- VC, or VC sympathizers? |

A. Yes, sir. That was said.

Q. I assume, it would be understood they
were not talking about babies?

A, Well (laughing), I mean, that is a techni-
cality because -- I mean if the whole village is --
they said they were all VC or VC sympathizers. I pictured
the women, you know, the husbands, and brothers, and so
forth were VC. Some women were VC. They were nurses.
They took care of them. Kids who were old enough to
carry a rifle might have cleaned them, might have hid
them, could have set mines, or could have done any-
thing. Now, if you mean a baby, I say--okay. A help-
less baby, yes, that is too small to do anything. But
what's going to happen 5 years later, 3 years '
from then when the kid grows up and he's blg enough

to handle something. I mean--

Q. (Interp031ng) Well, do you think perhaps

there is a feellng in some of the men that babies were
fair game, too, since they might grow up to be VC?
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A. I don't know, sir. I can't speak for

them, because I, myself, did not do any shooting at
the people. I killed cattle and a pig. But myself,
personally, I couldn't do it. Maybe I was using the
excuse of being a medic, or maybe if I were infantry

I may not have done it anyway, I don't know. I can't
say that. All I can say is that when I was there, I
couldn’t do it. I couldn't pull a trigger at one just
standing there.

0. There were others like that who couldn't
do it, even though they were ordered to.

A. Ordered?

Q. Or some who could.

A. - Who ordered them? I never heard it ordered. o
0. We've had testimony pertaining to 1lst Platoon, ﬁa
on the other side of the village, where such things took o
place. Some men were like you, they couldn't bring them- .
selves to do it, to shoot people. Others did, according 'ga

to the evidence that we've received.

A, I have heard some guys saying it was
stupid, you know. They were doing it--I don't know.

I feel it was something that just happened on the
spur of the moment. Something that was--I don't know.

Q. Well, it is quite possible it was a product
of a combination of circumstances.

A. ' I feel that emotions were so high at the

time, and I don't know, because in my opinion, I feel
like--well, Charlie Company was hurt. I mean we were
kicked around, sniped at, and guys were getting bumped
off. And we never got anything. I think, in my opinion,
I think we only got, during my whole time out in the
field, just before we got out, we got one or two.

Two snipers whom we killed for sure. And we had been
sniped at for six and one-half months out there.

Q. Yes.
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A. And guys were getting killed, and hitting
mines and stuff. I think--well, guys were scared when
we hit the village. But I think they were ready for
it if we would have met some real resistance. I think
they would-- :

Q. (Interposing) They were built up to--

A, (Interposing) I think the company wouldn't
you know, wouldn't have been halted by VC if they--

Q. (Interposing) They would have put up a

~real good fight if they~-

A. (Interposing) I think so, sir.

Q. ~ If they would have gncountered real'resistance.
A. And when there wasn't any--I don't know.

It was their--I don't know, like it was their chance
to get even, and not lose anybody.

Q. They went through with it even though
they didn't encounter the resistance they had expected?
A. Right.

-~ Q. Later that day, the léth, did you see any

National Police?

A, I can't recall if it was the same time.

- . I remember we had--I know--I may be talking about another

time we were out in the field, but this is what I remember.
One time we had about three or four of them, little

~green hats with pistols and carbines, and that there

was some captured. I don't think it was the same time,

- because--

Q.. (Interposing) Let me give you a bit of
~ background. We've had considerable evidence, and I
think it pretty well established that after Charlie
- Company left My Lai (4) they moved to the east, and
Perhaps a little to the north, and joined up with
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B/4/3 and set up for the night around a graveyard.
Some National Police had joined by this time, and
they were questlonlng some VC suspects.

A. Did anybody say they were robed? I mean
like monks? Because I remember that one time we cap-
tured 12 or so, and these guys were monks. They looked
like monks, anyway. They really--you know, like a
monk. Some were dressed as Vietnamese villagers.

Q. We have not had any testimony like that.
Did you see the same National Police questioning some .
VC suspects on the 16th of March?

A, I can't remember. I remember one time that
sorne of them were--it might have been the same day,

but the one that is clearest in my mind is that these g
policemen took about two or three of them out there E?
and shot them before anybody started talking. And A
I remember the company commander got mad because these S
police were just shooting, you know, they were shooting g}

inside the perimeter. We had men outside, and he was
mad that someone might get hurt, you know. And I can't
remember if it was the same time or not. I distinctly
remember capturing some prisoners when we hit the coast,
and Captain MEDINA had winat turned out to be a platoon
leader, a young kid, and a girl. And the boy may

have been 16 or 17. '

Q. ' Right. That took plaée on the next day,
the 17th, I believe. ’

A.. Right.

Q. Going back to the 1l6th, and where you saw the

National Police. Do you remember, or did you know Lieutenant (sic). =
KOTOUC of the S2 of Task Force Barker?

A, No, sir. .
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. Q. Do you recall being lifted out by helicopter
the next day, the 18th, and being taken back to Task Force
Barker?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. I want to direct your attention to the

part of your statement to Mr. THOMPSON where you mention
being met at LZ Dottie by a field grade officer. And

he asked you, asked the group some questions. Do you
recall that?

A. Yes; sir.
Q. Would you tell us about that, please?
A. Let's see, it was--I remember Sergeant

BUCHANON. I think he was in the chopper with me and

a few other guys, and we were met by a field grade
officer and another officer. And they asked us: "Did
you see anything that"--how did he say that?

Q. I believe you used the term "inhumane®
when you were speaking to Mr. THOMPSON.

A. Well,""‘
0. (Interposing) What does he mean "inhumane

acts"? Did he, for example, ask if there was any
killing of noncombatants?

A. Right, and most of us said no. Well, we
all said no. Well, he asked us~--it was a tricky way
he said it. He says: "Did you see anything unordinary
or" --I--because I remember I said no. He said: "Did

you see anything that shouldn't have happened?" And
I said no. ,

Q. I wish you would try to recall the exact
words. This is rather an important part of our inquiry.

A. Well, --
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Q. (Interposing) We are concerned with the
adequacy of the investigation that was made afterwards.
This is part of it. Before you answer that, let me
ask you if you were acquainted with Colonel HENDERSON,
the brigade commander?

A. Well, i knew of him, sir. .

Q. He became the brigade commander on the
15th, which was before the operation. He had been with the
brigade for a long time.

A. I believe he was XO.

0. Yes.. He was the executive officer before,
and other times he acted as a brigade commander. He
had been there a long time. Was he one of the officers
who met you at LZ Dottie?

A. Let's see, he would have been a lieutenant
colonel, wouldn't he?

Q. I'm not sure. I think he was a full colonel
at the time. : '

A. A full colonel? No, I think it was a major
to whom I talked at the time. I believe it was a major.

Q. Did you know Lieutenant Colonel BARKER,

of Task Force Barker?

A. I've seen him. I didn't know him.

Q. | Was he there at the landing zone?

A. No, sir. I don't think so.

Q. Did you know Major CALHOUN?

A. Major CALHOUN?

Q. He was Ehe S3 and executive officer of Task
F

orce Barker.
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A. I can't place any of these faces.

Q. At any rate, you didn't know the individual?
A. No, sir.

Q. Now, do you remember just whét the officer

who questioned you said to you?

A. ’ Well, T know he didn't say: "Did you see
any civilians killed?" Because I remember him saying
- something real tricky, like: "Did you see something--
anything unordinary or unnatural or--"

Q. Out of the ordinary?

Aa. Something like that. And I remember saying
no, because at the time we said: "Whoa, we killed a
bunch of VC," you know. And everybody said: "No, no.
We didn't; we didn't." And he said: "Okay." And he
moved off, and he was waiting for the next chopper to
come in. Now, as far as someone else saying something
else, I don't know.

Q. Did he pick out anybody and ask them--ask
any individual questions? :

A. No, sir. When we landed--it's a real, real,
little landing zone. One chopper landed, and we walked
down the hill. He was there, right at the bottom of the
hill a little bit, and he kind of said: "Come on over

here." So we all, the whole group, just went over
there and he just said: "Did anybody see anything
unusual." And everybody said: "No, no." He said

- okay and walked on.

Q. Here are photographs of five officers.

Three of them are field grade, Exhibits P-49, P-50,

and P-51. You can see the names there, also. I realize
that the person would appear quite different, due to

the circumstances, than they do in these photographs.

A. Right.
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Q. _ And I ask you if you recognize any of these?

A, The first impression, no. I don't recognize
any of them.

Q. We don't have the photograph of Lieutenant
Colonel BARKER. Did you hear later on, about this
time, that there was—--the events of 16 March 1968 at
My Lai (4) were under investigation?

A. Well, when we went out there, they told

us this was supposed to be a 10-day, or 15-day, or
whatever it is operation. And I remember them saying
we are going in, and everybody said: "Whoa, what hap-
pened?" You know. "Why are we going in so fast?"

And then--and people were saying, well, there's some-
thing about a chopper pilot who was complaining about
- what happened back in the village, and that there was
an investigation. They were going to ask you questions
when you get back and that's--that is when we landed
and the officers were there.

0. I meant to ask you a question about what

your understanding was as to the length of the operation.

We had another medic tell us, I don't know whether it

was LEE or FLORES, he thought the company was going

to be out a month. So he made arrangements for extra

medical supplies. Your understanding was what? About
10 or 15 days?

A. Well, see, -- let me explain this sir.
When we first got there, Captain MEDINA would say

we are going out about 10 days. So everybody goes out,
and he says well--Colonel, I forgot his name, he was
with the 1/20, he would always come up with staying
an extra week, 4 days or whatever. And everybody

was complaining, see. So then the company commander
would say: "Okay, wait. I'm not going to tell you
how long we're going to stay out." He said that
we're going out, and we're coming back when we come
back and that way nobody could complain. And so that
is the same impression that we had when we left that
day.
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He says that we are going out, and we'll be gone more
than 2 weeks or a week, you know. Anyway, we pictured
time--you know, a good deal of 15 days or 16 days or
whatever it is. And then, I know that those 3 days
were too soon, that we came back in too soon. We were
supposed to sweep the whole area, all along in there
(Indicating).

Q. : Was this a familiar way of operating for
Charlie Company, to go out and stay a week or 2 weeks,
3 weeks at a time maybe, and sweep an area, work
though an area?

A. When we were with the 1/20 we'd go out and--
like I say, when we first started we'd averaged 15, 16
18 days or 20 days. Then, as we went on, we. started
going longer and longer, 30 days and so forth, I believe.
Then we left the 1/20, and went to Task Force Barker.
Since there were three companies in the task force,

we had a much easier operation. Because I think we
were operating out of Dottie and Uptight, and when

we were on Uptight they would send one platoon. One
would stay on the hill, and I think two would go out

in different dlrectlons. They'd go together, or one
would go out and two stay on, see. So we'd only go

out for--well, we'd go out stay, maybe, for 10 days,
and come back. That's when we were exchanging with
another company. I think that was company to company.
We'd stay out for 10 days. Then they stopped that,

and we'd go out for just a day. I think the whole
platoon would take off in the morning, and come back
that evening.

Q. Did anyone ever tell you to keep quiet
about what happened in My Lai (4), and not talk about
it?

A. Well, they said: "Don't talk to anybody."
But the word was passed not to talk to just anybody.
Don't talk, discuss it. They said if officers--you
know, legltlmate personnel question you about it, well--
you know. :
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Q. Like an investigating officer?

A. Like an investigating -- what I mean, don't
go discussing it all over Vietnam, you know. Just
don't tell anybody.

Q. Do you remember a meeting of the company
in which Captain MEDINA told you to --

A. Yes, sir. I think it was later on, yes.
I don't remember where it was, but I remember it was—-

Q. (Interposing) We had testimony that he

did assemble the company, and he said: "I take respon-
sibility for what happened,"” and then went on as you
said, suggesting that the men not gossip or talk about
it unless they were questioned by an investigating

officer. o
RCDR: © Sir, may we have a short recess? G
MR WEST: Yes. Hearing will be recessed. o

(The hearing recessed at 1509 hours, 6 January »’%;

(The hearing reconvened at 1513 hours, 6
January 1970.) '

RCDR: All present when the hearing recessed are
again present.

MR WEST: Has anybody ever questioned you about the
My Lai (4) incident?

A. In Vietnam, sir?

0. In Vietnam.

A. The only time I was ever talked to was

when we got off the ships. They asked if anything
ever happened. That was the last I heard until it
started up again.
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0. ' You mean this time at LZ Dottie?
A. Yes, sir. When we landed on the hill, right.
Q. It's been suggested in some quarters, and

I think prlmarlly the press, during the day at My Lai (
- in the morning, some of the men may have been under

the influence of marijuana. Do you know of any such
thing?

4),

A. No, sir.

Q. Was there a marijuaﬁa problem in the éompany?
" A. It was used. I mean--

0. o (Interposing) 0f any significancé?

A. Ch, you know, one or two guys used it.a

- lot. But no one used it out in the field that I know.
It was—- ' : '

Q. (Interposing) As a medic, you would notice
this, I take it? '

A. I would notice it? You mean if a guy is
really under the influence?

Q. Yes.
A. Yes, sir.
Q. What was the general attitude of the men

of Charlie Company towards the Vietnamese people? I
may have asked you this question already.

A, You have. Well, as you know, the company--
the whole brigade was brought over from Hawaii. So
the whole brigade was new. There was, I believe, we
had only one man in my company who was a veteran, you
might say. He had been to Vietnam before.
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So, like every GI who goes overseas, in my opinion,
you know, he thinks the kids are great, and everybody
else is great and--you know. And they are willing to
help. But after you have been there a few months,
they start getting on your nerves. And you get tired
of the kids bugging you and everything. And those
kids have the quickest hands of anyone I have ever seen.
And they'll steal you blind if you aren't looking.

And it just got to the point where you wouldn't want
to help them any more, because it cost more trouble
to help them than it would to--so some guys--you know.
I mean, that's an individual thing, I believe. Some
guys really liked the kids a lot, really--you know,
“and did things for them. I personally didn't care
for them, and I just didn't do anything to help them
in any way.

Q. Well, what I was really getting at, was E;
there possibly a general feeling of resentment towards sy
the Vietnamese people, or dislike? =
A. Well, sir, there's a lot of dislike over ' ' 7%}

there. There is a dislike for a lot of things. A
lot of guys hated being over there. Some may have
blamed the people. As far as a general dislike of
the people, I'd say no. Generally, everybody——you
know, got along with them, I mean--and went in the
village and brought thlngs for them and stuff like
that. -

Q. The real purpose of the question would be

to ask you whether you thought that the attitude of

the men toward the Vietnamese people played any part

in the killing that took place that morning at My Lai (4)7?

A. No, sir. I believe that--1I think every-
body doing a lot of the shooting was just——they were
seelng VC, and that is all they were seeing. That's
my opinion. That's what they saw.

Q. There has been some suggestion that some
men just didn't regard the Vietnamese people as belng-—

their lives having the same value as American lives,
for example.
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. They sort of had the attitude it didn't really
count to kill a dink, so to speak. Was there
any of that in the company, in your opinion?

A. Well, in the general opinion, I think

of, of the American people living that way. I

feel that you go to a country that is primitive

in its ways, I mean over there. The only people
who are anything are people with money. And, well,
my personal opinion was that was it, because every-
body you talked to--the officers were officers
because they had money, and they bought their place,
they bought their position. So I mean, naturally,
you--when you look at people who live like they

do, everybody--well, yes. You--you'd put them under
you, I guess you might say. Well, you felt that
you were better than they were. I think it was

the general opinion of most of the people in the
company, and it is the opinicn of most of the men
overseas. I mean--you know. Deep down, I feel
there is a -- just a way of life wherever you go.
Everybody thinks they are better than anybody else.
So--

Q. (Interposing) You are aware, I'm sure,
that this incident of My Lai (4) was not generally
known in this country until quite recently.

A, ~ Yes, sir,

Q. As a matter of fact, it wasn't known

by Department of the Army until a former soldier
named RIDENHOUR wrote a letter to the Secretary

of Defense which he received in April. An investi-
~gation was started later in the month by the Inspector
General of the Army, and the result is Department
of the Army knew nothing of this incident for over
a year after it happened. This, of course, was
because it was not reported through normal channels.
Other things which happen on the battlefield are
reported. Do you have any oplnlon as to why this
incident was not reported'>
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A. : Well, in my opinion, it's because of-—-
it's like any army, they don't want to publicize
things that would do it harm, the country, or the
Army, or whatever it may be. You are always reading
about the awards and medals, the number of kills
and--you know. Then they'll say in little head-
lines, you may read something about so many guys
killed overseas, you know. And I feel that's a--
there are a lot of things covered up. And another
thing, guys, when guys come back from overseas,

they don't want to talk about it. 1It's over; that's
it. You know. You go over there, and you got one
thing on you mind. You are going to put in 1

yvear and get back.

Q. Was there a tendency on the part of

the company not to talk about this because you felt
bad about it, or felt ashamed? Do you think that
might have had a part in it? '

A. Well, I had a--I had a feeling of disqust.
I know I had a knot in my stomach when it was going
on, but I didn't say anything. Maybe I should have,
but I didn't. I mean, who was I going to talk to,
you know. Nobody--I mean it was a thing that every-
body wanted to forget. It happened and that was

it. You know. Nobody ever talked about it any-
more or nothing.

0. Do you remember reading a story in the
division paper about this combat assault?

A. You mean about the 128 kills that we
~got for the village?

Q. Yes.

A, | I remember it was 128. I don't remember

exactly how the story went, but it was--I just remember
they publicized that so and so Task Force Barker--you
know. So and so companies assaulted My Lai (4), killing
128 VC with light casualties or one casualty, something
llke that, something to that effect.
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0. They didn't write a story about a lot of

the women and children Dbeing killed, did they?

A. Of course not.

Q. ' Does this strike you as a coverup, or perhaps

what you mentioned earlier of this talking about publicizing
a favorable thing and not the unfavorable?

A. ; Yes, sir. It was a coverup, I feel, because--
I mean, in my opinion, if a man like the chopper pilot
that complained first, if, I mean, if it really wouldn't
have been a pilot--if the officer or whoever was, you
know, covering the investigation really wanted to find
out, they would have found out. I mean--

Q. (Interposing) I was about to ask you that.
If an investigation, active investigation had been con-
ducted right after My Lai (4), an officer came around
asking questions, would they have found out exactly
what went on in My Lai (4) that day? Would the men
have talked? Would they have told them?

A. : I think at first they would. I mean if--
you know. Had been conducted in a--

Q. (Interposing) 1In a serious and thorough

investigation? '

A, That's right. That's exactly what I was

trying to say, right, to really get down to the heart
of it. Yes, I think it would have been discovered.
But--I mean--you know, it was covered. I think it
was covered up from the word go when it first started.
Even the Vietnamese people who were there--I mean--
you know. The police, the interpreters were--I mean,
if they themselves don't care that much about their
own people's lives—--I mean even the high official

Vietnamese frowned on the peasants. I mean, to them

life is nothing. So, to the American soldier, I guess

it is even less. It doesn't amount to anything.
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Q. , Did you know Sergeant PHU, the interpreter?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Do you remember what his attitude was toward
My Lai (4)?

A. I wasn't with him, you know, when all of

this was going on. I knew PHU. I liked him a lot.

I think everybody in the company liked him. He was

an intelligent man. I mean, in this respect, I think
everybody respected him, you know, because of him. I know
that after that happened he wasn't with us anymore.

I believe he was pulled out. I mean, you know. I imagine
he complained. If I would have been him, I would have.

MAJ ZYCHOWSKI: When you went back to LZ Dottie and
landed, a field grade officer was there to ask you if
anything unusual took place. Did I understand you cor-
rectly that, when this was asked, the feeling was: "Oh,
boy, we got a lot of VC"? Would you explain that

a little more? '

A, Okay. When--well, when he asked us, I said

no, and evervbody else said no. Now, the reason I said

no was because I didn't want to--I mean--you know. I felt
they were wrong, and somebody might have gotten in trouble
when, if I would have said yes, you know. And so we
said-~I said no and--I don't know, it's--there's a lot

of emotion there. There--we were glad that it was not

as bad as everybody thought it was going to be. And you
were--we got out of the field sooner, and in my opinion,
emotions were running differently. And, well, everybody
was feeling that they--that they wiped out a VC strong-
hold. In other words, we did enough damage there that
supposedly we wouldn't have any trouble from that area.
You know. Because you taught them--you know, what happened
or something to that effect that--I don't know, that VC
would think twice about working in that area. That

is what I felt. ‘ :
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Q. You mentioned this field grade officer question-
ing you or asking the gquestions, and you looked at the photo-
graphs of several of the people to whom we have talked.

Would you have known Colonel BARKER if you had seen him?

A. I don't think so, sir.

Q. In other words, you don't really know if
the field grade officer that you mentioned could have
been Colonel BARKER or not?

A. I couldn't~~no, sir. I couldn't swear to
that. I couldn't recognize him at all.

Q. Did you see, at any time, or do you recall
at any time, while you were at My Lai (4) on the 1l6th,
a chopper or several choppers land in that vicinity?

A. I did not. No, sir.

RCDR: I have an exhibit to introduce into the
record. This is a photograph of Lieutenant Colonel
BARKFR, dated 18 May 1962. It will be admitted as
Exhibit P-142.

MR WEST: Mr. GARZA, I show you Exhibit P-142, which
is a photograph of Lieutenant Colonel BARKER. I ask
you, do you recognize this man?

A. No, sir, I 'don't. I don't recognize him.

Q. : Does he resemble the field grade officer
who spoke to you and others that nlght at LZ Dottie, or
that afternoon?

S A, No, sir. The only thing I really remember
is that that field grade officer, he was bald, that
his hairline had receded.

- Q. | Mr. GARZA, have T shown you a photograph
that has been admitted into evidence as Exhibit P-537

{Witness locks at the photograph.) This officer has
a receding hairline.
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A, I still couldn't identify him, sir.
Q. All right, thank you.

Mr. GARZA, this completes the bulk of our
interrogation. I would appreciate it if you would stay
on with Major ZYCHOWSKI for a little while longer and
"look at some photographs and go over some other matters
with him, and I'll leave the interrogation. Before I
do, I want to ask you if there is anything you would
like to tell us additionally that comes to mind that
might help us in our inquiry. Any statement you would
like to make?

A. No, sir. I believe you covered it thoroughly
enough.
Q. - All right. We very much appreciate your

coming, and we know it's a lot of trouble to you and
a great inconvenience. You have been very helpful and
made a real contribution to our effort. We thank you
very much.

- A. Yes, sir.

MR WEST: The hearing will be recessed.

(The hearing recessed at 1532 hours, 6 January
1970.) ‘

(The hearing reconvened at 1611 hours,
6 January 1970.)

MAJ ZYCHOWSKI: Hearing will come to order. MAJ ZYCHOWSKI
is present.

Mr. GARZA, I would like to remind you again
that you are still under oath.

A, Yes, sir.
Q. Would you show me here on this aerial photo

of My Lai (4), Exhibit P-1, the general area where you
landed?
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A. (Indlcatlng) It was on the northwestern
edge of the village. I would say somewhere in this area right
here.

Q. Let the record show the witness has pointed to
point 1, which is the northwestern portion of My Lai (4),
~and is the approximate area of the landing zone.

(MAJ ZYCHOWSKI marks p01nt 1 on aerial photo,
Exhibit P-1. The annotated photo is later received in
evidence as Exhibit P-143.) ‘

Mr. GARZA, would you again state what platoon
you were with at thlS time?

A, : The 24 Platoon medic.

Q. Mr. GARZA, would you show on the map the boundary
between the lst and the 2d Platoons?

A. Let's see if Ivcan remember that (indicating a
boundary) .

Q. Mr. GARZA, after you landed, would you show
on the map how the squads went on line?

A. (Indicating) Well, the squads lined up, first
man tc the northern edge of the village, and they were
spaced. Every 5 meters was a man, and I do not recall
what order the squads were in. I believe it was one, two,
and three.

Q. Mr. GARZA, would you trace on the map (EXhlblt
P-143) the route which you took going through the village?

A, (Indicating) Yes. I started at the center of

our sector, and walked behind the platoon through the village.
I was walking on the northern edge, in the middle, and I was
walking around. I was following little trails and paths,
cutting through these little yards. Eventually, I broke out
onto this clearing. I broke out in the northern clearing.

Q. . Let the record show that Mr. GARZA is pointing
to the north center of the village of My Lai (4). Mr. GARZA,

as you went through the village here (indicating), did you
observe any large number of bodies?
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A. Most of the bodies were scattered out. The only
one that I can recollect is this house that had five or six
people together. They were relatively in a close area in
front of the house.

Q. Could you point to the general area of this
house on the map?

A, There is no way, sir, of pointing it out.

Q. As you exited the village. Will you continue
from there? :

A. Well, to the best of my recollection, I believe

I walked along the outer edge of the village for a little

ways. Then I took off with Lieutenant BROOKS, platoon -
leader of the 24 Platoon, and cut across the field to another ]

village. And we made a semi-moon or half-circle to the village. P~
- ' i
Q. Why did you leave My Lai (4) and go to the other o
subhamlet? w
N

A. Lieutenant BROOKS got word there were two VC '

out in the middle of the field. We saw the bodies lying
10 or 15 meters apart. And they took off of them a
carbine, an M-1 Garand, and some American dear.

Q. . Would you show on the map the general vicinity
where these two VC were found?

(Witness indicates on Exhibit P-143.)

(Marking the spot on P-143) Let the record show
that area in which the two VC bodies were found is shown on
the map as point 2. Mr. GARZA, would you continue from that
area?

A. From the bodies, we cut on into this little
village (indicating) in front of us a couple of meters. At
the village there were a few more people killed. And then we -

got word to stop the killing, or the unnecessary killing, and
to come on back to My Lai (4). After we were in this other
little village for a while, we had lunch there. We swung
back, and went through My Lai (4) again, or a portion of it.
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0. Could you show on the map the approximate area
in which you were located when you received the order to stop
the shooting or killing? Which was it?

A. - That's a good question. Well, all Lieutenant
BROOKS said was to knock it off.

Q. Could you show us on the map where you were?
(Witness indicates on P-143.)

. Let the record show point 3 as the approximate
location where Mr. GARZA was located when he heard the order
to stop the shooting (so marking). What else took place in
this hamlet? ' '

A. After we were there for--to the best of my
recollection, we had lunch there. Then we rounded up the

people, and some squads went out. I was with the platoon leader,
and we rounded up people, 40 to 50, and took them outside of

- the village. We pointed to a western direction, and told them
to walk and keep on walking, and not to come back. After that,
we were on our way out then, and we walked back to My Lai (4).

Q. Mr. GARZA, while in the v1llage, did you observe
any dead bodies?

A. Yes, sir. There was one group of about six or
seven people, and in a group they were shot.

Q. Could you point at the map and the approximate
locaticn where you saw these bodies?

’A. On the outer edge of'the.village, at the approx{
- 1mate location in the southeastern part of the hamlet.

Q. Mr. GARZA, did you see these people being shot?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. Do you know who did shoot these people?

A, I don't know hié rank.

Q. ' Whatever you can recall.
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A. ROSCHEVITZ, and he shot an M-79 into the group.
Then I don't remember who finished them off. Somebody shot
them, then, after that, the ones who were still alive.

Q. Did the order to stop the shooting come after you
saw these bodies, or did it occur after?

A. The order came after the people were killed.

Q. Would you now show on the map the route you took
from the hamlet back to My Lai (4)?

(Wltness indicates on P-143.)

When you got back to My Lai (4), what happened
then, Mr. GARZA?

A. We walked through the village, a portion of it,
and I saw houses that were burned and bodies lying around.
There were bodies inside the burning hootches, and we exited
on the northwestern side of the village.

Q. When you got on the northern side of the village,
what happened then? :

A, We then walked on across these open fields
(indicating). There was a hill on the right side as we were
walking toward the coast, and I remember, as we broke out of
the village, looking at this long, open field. Personally,
I was worried about being mortared from the VC on the hill.

Q. When you exited the village; did you spend any
time at all at the outer edge of it?

A. No, sir. I believe we walked just right on through
it, and kept on walking.

Q. The company was not assembled out there in any
fashion?
A. I don't remember, sir. I don't remember. They

may have been, because--I don't remember walking across that.
I don't remember walking across that by ourselves. The squad
must have assembled with the rest of the company (indicating).
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Q. Let the record show that point 4 on this photo
is the approximate area or location in which Mr. GARZA
observed the six dead bodies in a group (so marking). Mr.
GARZA, at this time I would like to show you some photos,
and would you please tell me what you recognize? Mr.
GARZA, I show you Exhibit P-14. What do you recognize

in this photo?

A. The man as being one of the members of the platoon
I was in. ‘

Q.- Do you know his name?

A. No, sir. I cannot recall it.

Q. I show you Exhibit P-16. What do you recognize in.
this photo?

A. The burning houses resemble other burning houses
in the village of My Lai (4) As far as remembering seeing

the body there, no, I can't.

Q. P-33?

A, The same picture as the last one.

Q. What do you recognize in photo P-38?

A, That looks like the trail on which we broke out

when we broke out to get to those VC bodies. However, I do
not recall, definitely. :
Q. What do you recognize in photo P-417?

A. I recognize seeing this in one of the leading
magazines.

Q. '~ Life magazine?

A, I believe that is what it was. i did not actually
see this myself.

Q. ~ P-607

A, | I recognize the individual as being a member of

the company. I believe he was in the 3d Platoon. However,
I do not remember his name.
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Q. Do you remember this as being in My Lai (4)?

A, Well, we—--there were other villages in which’ we
burned hootches.

Q. . You cannot specifically state that is My Lai (4),
then?

A. } No, sir. I cannot.

Q. What do you recognize in photo P-64?

A. I recognize the first two individuals. The colored

boy's name, I believe, is SMITH (indicating).

0. Let the record show that SMITH is the individual
on the right.
A. And the one behind, his name was DELPOME _
(indicating). o
Q. The individual listed there as the second from the 3
front, or in the center. What do you recognize in photo P~667? P
i
A, , (Indicating) I recognize PHU, the Vietnamese inter-
preter, on the left. 2
: N
Q. ‘ PHU is the individual on the left? :
A.. (Indicating) I recognize the radiotelephone oper-

ator walking toward the center of the picture.
Q. Do you know his name?

A. He was radio telephone operator for artillery,
and I do not remember his name.

Q. Do you recognize anyone else in the picture?
A. (Indicating) The colored boy in the back was
in my platoon, I believe.

Q. Do you know his name?

A MAKEY. The colored boy in the background, oﬁ

the right. I recognize him as being a member of my platoon
(indicating).
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0. Do you know his name?
A, I do not recall it.
0. The individual that Mr. GARZA indicated is located

in the left back towards the left center. Do you recognize
the individual on the far left (indicating)?

A. The other colored boy? No, I do not.
Q. What do you recognize in P-125?
A, I picked‘that out because--a scene of a burning

village, and as far as the location, I could not point it out.

0. You cannot say this is My Lai (4)7?

A. No, sir. Again, we burned other hootches.
Q. How about P-1267?

A. Oh, I recognize all four of the mén as being

members of the 3d Platoon. The one in the center (indicating),
without a shirt is SMAIL. 2And I recognize the other men, but
I do not recall their names.

Q. Do you recognize the location or area?

A. It strikes me as being the area that we dug in
on at the coast the second day.

Q. On the evening of the 16th?
A. I'm sorry, I don't know.
0. Mr. GARZA, from the photos that you have just

observed, is it my understanding that you could not give
the approximate location of any of these photos?

A. That's correct, sir.
Q. Mr. GARZA, at this time would YOu please sign

your name at the top left portion of the photo'> (Mr. GARZA
signs photo as requested.)
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‘ The aerial photograph that Mr. GARZA has Jjust
signed is entered into the record as Exhibit P-143. The
hearing will be recessed.

(The hearing recessed at 1702 hours, 6
January 1970.)

" (The hearing reconvened at 1754 hours, 6
January 1970.)

MR WEST: The hearing will come to order.
RCDR: The following person is present: MR WEST.
MR WEST: Mr. GARZA, I've just one more matter that I wanted

to ask you-about. I received a message from General PEERS

in Vietnam, relating that he had 1nterrogated a returned VC
who had stated that he was present in Binh Tay Hamlet

on the morning of 16 March, and that he had observed

15 U.S. troops assemble and shoot 16 civilians, and

then burn houses and return to My Lai (4). He stated

there were also some reports of rapes, and that was

the end of the message. This hamlet of Binh Tay is | 7
a little hamlet above My Lai (4) which figured in .
your earlier testimony as being the place where you : el
went with Lieutenant BROOKS, and other members of s
the platoon, on the morning of 16 March 1968. Does »
this fit in with your recollection of events there? ga

A. Well, there were people who were killed there, as

I stated before. I don't think it was that many. I personally
thought it was eight, seven or elght, something like this,

who were killed in that village..

Q. ' I see. Did you hear any reports of any women
being raped in the hamlet that morning?

A. No, sir. I was with the platoon leader. I don't
know anything about that.

Q. The report, if it's correct, seems to indicate a
group of civilians were brought together and then shot down.

Were you aware of anything like that occurring at Binh Tay
Hamlet?
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A. Yes, sir. But the way it happened, there was a
group of them, and a man shot an M-79 into them. Some of
the guys were going to go finish them off, and. I didn't
stay to watch. I went un around the corner.

Q. If I remember your testimony, you also stated that
other people were assembled and then released?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. And sent on their way out to a general southwesterly
direction.
A. | Yes, sir.

Q.. Do you recall anything else that occurred there

that might be of assistance to us?

A. Well, that these people were killed before the or-
der came to cease fire. And once we had that order, that's
when we rounded the people up and moved them out.

Q. The circumstances which you describe seem to me

to indicate that Lieutenant BROOKS and the others were acting
in compliance with orders in killing these civilians, both
there and previously in My Lai (4).

A, No, sir. As far as I'm concerned, I never heard
any orders to that effect. 1In my personal opinion, I believe
it was something that was spontaneous. It first started when
we hit the village, and it carried on. And by the time we
hit this other little village, just about everybody was sick
and tired of it themselves. When the order came to cease
fire, everything stopped. Nobody attempted anything else

or anything like this. o

Q. All right, thank you, Mr. GARZA.
A, Thank you.
Q. This hearing will be recessed.

(The hearing recessed at 1801 hours, 6
January 1970.)
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY

WITNESS: GONZALEZ, Leonard R. sp4
DATE OF TESTIMONY: 21 January 1970
PLACE OF TESTIMONY: DPentagon
WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A

COUNSEL: None

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: Grenadier, 24 Squad,
2d Platoon, C/1/20. :

1. PRIOR TRAINING IN THE RULES OF LAND WARFARE.

GONZALEZ had received instruction that the killing
of civilians "for the fun of it" was immoral (pg. 10).
However, he thought that a company commander's order had to
be cbeyed nc matter what it was (pg. 10).

2. PREOPERATIONAL PLANS AND BRIEFINGS.

Prior to the briefing there was a memorial service for
those from the company who had been killed (pg. 4). At
his briefing on the night of 15 March MEDINA told the company
that the village was supporting the VC and that he wanted
them to kill anything and everything they saw (pgs. 4, 5,

33). He said all the villagers were supporting the VC and
the place had to be cleared out (pg. 7). MEDINA termed the
operation an opportunity to get revenge (pgs. 5, 8). The men

hated the VC and were anxious to fight them (pg. 8). '
Destruction of the livestock was included in the "kill every-
thing" order (pg. 7). GONZALEZ did not learn about the order
to burn the village until the assault (pg. 7). Because
GONZALEZ was confused about MEDINA's order to kill "anything
and everything", he asked his squad leader and Sergeant
BUCHANON what it meant (pgs. 5, 6). They told him that it
meant to shoot anything he saw moving (pg. 5). He thus under-
stood the purpose of the mission to be the total destruction
of the village and the consequent deprivation of its resources
to the VC (pg. 33). Although the men did not discuss the
mission among themselves, he believed that they had the

same understanding of the order he did (pygs. 7, 8). Other-
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wise they would not have behaved as they did on the following
morning (pg. 8). He thought these orders came from higher
headquarters (pg. 7). The men were happy about the chance

to see their enemy out in the open, but were scared (pg. 9).

3. ASSAULT ON MY LAI.

a. Actions in My Lai (4).

As his group got out of the helicopter they came on

line and began moving toward the village (pg. 12). His squad
was on or near the end (pg. 12). There was no firing at
this time, all was quiet (pg. 12). They did not encounter

any VC that day (pg. 32). An old man without a weapon was
shot by the soldiers (pg. 13). They came upon a hootch with
between 10 and 15 women and girls in it (pgs. 13, 14). These
people were moved outside and the back of the hootch was
checked to make sure there were no American soldiers behind
it (pg. 13). A shot was fired which struck a baby in the
head (pg. 13). Then the others opened up on these people
(pg. 13). There were no men in the group (pg. 14). On
moving out again they began burning the village by order of
the squad leader (pg. 14). As GONZALEZ moved he fired his
M-79 at a man in the rice paddy who he thought had a weapon
(pgs. 14, 15). He came across a wounded young girl whom he
treated and left (pg. 15). He heard a shot behind him and
discovered that she had been killed (pg. 15). They went all
the way through the village before moving to another hamlet
(pg. 15). However, he did not get to the 1lst platoon's
sector in the southern part of My Lai and did not see a
ditch with bodies in it (pg. 38). During his time in the
village he did not see or hear of anyone who appeared to
have been killed by artillery fire (pg. 38).

b. Actions in Binh Tay.

(1) Movement into the wvillage.

After going through My Lai they moved to Binh
Tay (pg. 15). On their way they picked up two weapons
(pg. 18). As they came into the village a 16 year old girl
was observed running around without any pants on (pg. 19).
The soldiers raped her (pg. 19). GONZALEZ did not know if
HODGES was involved in this, but some of his squad members
were (pg. 19). There was more disorder in Binh Tay than there
had been in My Lai (pg. 32). :
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(2) ROSCHEVITZ kills a group with his M-79.

He saw a group of naked bodies which appeared
to have been shot by a shotgun round from an M-79 (pg. 20).
He was told that ROSCHEVITZ had shot the Vietnamese with
his M-79 (pg. 20). ROSCHEVITZ did not dispute this and was
the only person there other than GONZALEZ who had an M-79
(pg. 20). There were about 10 persons in the group
ROSCHEVITZ killed (pg. 24). All were women and girls
(pg. 25). Their bodies were naked and were piled up (pg.24).
GONZALEZ heard that ROSCHEVITZ had forced these women to
undress and had killed them when they refused to have inter-
course with him (pg. 20). This was the only killing he saw
in Binh Tay (pg. 21). The men were doing more raping than
killing (pg. 21).

(3) Order to stop firing.

The witness recalled getting word to stop
the firing near the time they were leaving Binh Tay (pgs. 22,
25). This order came from MEDINA (pg. 11). There was no
more killing after this (pg. 25). GONZALEZ did not recall
gathering up a group of civilians as they moved out of the
village (pg. 22}.

c. Actions after leaving Binh Tay.

Although it is possible that they had lunch in My
Lai, GONZALEZ thought they went through another subhamlet,
which they burned after finding it deserted, and had lunch
at a base camp (pgs. 22-24). He saw ARVN soldiers at the
laager site that night, but knew nothing about a VC suspect
being shot (pgs. 26, 27). On the 17th they moved south to-
ward the river burning villages, and on the 18th he was
wounded by a boobytrap, medevac'd, and hospitalized (pgs. 27,
28, 33).

4, INQUIRIES AFTER THE ASSAULT.

He did not recall seeing any visiting officers while the
‘company was on the operation (pg. 26). His wounds hospitalized
him for three months and he was returned to the states
{pg. 28). He never spoke to an investigation officer and
he did not know if anyone else from the company did (pg.29).
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5. OTHER INFORMATION.
a. Raping.

The men of C Company committed numerous rapes on
their operations (pg. 16). The witness recalled a particular
instance where 13 soldiers had intercourse with a Vietnamese
woman (pg. 16). HUTTO, HUTSON, MOWER, and ROSCHEVITZ were
frequent participants in such acts (pgs. 17, 18). He did not
think MEDINA knew of this practice, but was not sure if
BUCHANON or BROOKS knew (pg. 17).

"b. Use of marijuana.
Some people used marijuana, but ke did not observe
anyone who appeared to be under its influence on the morning
of the 1lé6th (pgs. 29-31, 39).

c. Purpose of the killing.

.
e

The "massacre" was the result of revenge (pg. 32). ¥)

The men of the company felt the villagers to be VC supporters v
(pg. 32). The men in his platoon were under control (pg.32).

' w

d. Body counts, "N

There were a number of occasions where C Company
had a high body count, but recovered few weapons (pg. 37).
He saw approximately 84 dead at My Lai and none appeared to
be VC (pg. 37). Thus, he felt that C Company's body count
of 84 was made up of civilians (pg. 37). '

e. Letters.
He wrote letters to his family explaining what he

" gaw and said he would try to find them for the
committee (pg. 34).
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(The hearing reconvened at 1402 hours, 21 Jan-

uary 1970.)
MR WEST: The hearing will come to order.
RCDR: The.following persons are present: MR WEST, COL

FRANKLIN and MAJ LYNN.

The next witness is Specialist Four Leonard R.
GONZALEZ,

(SP4 GONZALEZ was called as a witness, was sworn,
and testified as follows:)

Will you state your full name, Social Security
number, branch of service, organization and station?

A. Specialist Leonard R. GONZALEZ, , L
Troop, l/3 Armored Calvary, Fort Lewis, Washington.

RCDR: - Are you in the United States Army?

A. United States Army. N

MR WEST: Specialist GONZALEZ, before we start in with any
questions I want to tell you something about the nature and
purpose of this inquiry. This investigation was directed by
- the Secretary of the Army and the Chief of Staff, United
States Army, for the purpose of determlnlng facts and maklng
findings and recommendations concerning:

(1) the adequacy of prior investigations into
what is now commonly referred to as the My Lali incident of
16 March 1968, and

(2) possible suppression or withholding of in-
formation by any person or persons who had a duty to report
or furnish information concerning this incident. In other
words, whether there was a coverup.

We are not attempting to inquire into all facts
and circumstances as to what happened at My Lai. For example
we are not directly concerned with whether any person committed
any offenses there, that day.
: We have had made available to us and I have reviewed
prior statements obtained in other official investigations into
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the My Lai incident. Have you made any statements about the
incident prior to this?

A. No, sir.

Q. | Your testimony will be taken under oath., A tape
recording is being made and the reporter is also taking verbatim
notes.

Now, the general classification of our report will
be confidential, but it is possible that the testimony or parts
of it may later become a matter of public knowledge.

You are directed not to discuss your testimony _
before us today with other persons, including other witnesses,
or people who may be witnhesses here, except as you may be
required to do so before a competent judicial, legislative, or
administrative body. TFor example, there is a subcommittee
of the House Armed Services Committee, which is ingquiring into
the My Lai incident, and they are calling witnesses, and if
you should be called over before that body, my direction
that you do not discuss your testimony, of course, has no
application to that subcommittee. Do you have any questions <
on this so far? &J
A, The last part. You say that if they call me to
testify for them, I don't have to do it. Is this what you're
saying?

 2$uq

Q. | No, I wanted to be sure that you understood, that
when we tell you not to discuss your testimony with others,
this doesn't apply to any subcommittee of Congress.

A. Oh, I see.

Q. We couldn't direct you not to discuss something
before the Congress. The purpose is to avoid publicity, as to
the events of that morning at My Lai (4). As you know, there

are certain people who have been charged with violations of
the uniform code and may be court-martialled. It is important
that the publicity be kept at a minimum, in order to protect
their rights, and have a fair trial. That is the reason for
nct discussing your testimony, because some of this is going~--
a good bit of your testimony, presumably will concern what
happened at My Lai (4), on the morning of 16 March 1968.

A. Yes, sir.
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Q. Specialist GONAZALEZ, would you tell us your grade
and your assignment on 16 March 19687

A. My grade? My rank at that time?

Q; Yes, and what your job was.

A, I was PFC and my job was grenadier. Grenadier the

main part.

Q. You carried an M-79?
A, ‘ An M-~-79.
. Q. What squad?
A. 2& squad.
Q. And your squad leader's name? Remember?
A. No, sir.
Q;r- How about‘SCHIEL?
A. It sounds'familiar.
Q. : What platoon were you in?
A. I can't say. ‘It might have been 2d. I don't know.
Q. Who was your platoon leader?
A. _ I can't remember, sir.
Q. You were in C/1/20 weren't you?
A. , Right.
Q. Do you remember, at this time, that Charlie Com-

pany was attached to Task Force Barker?

A. Right, sir.

Q. Do you know the company commanders name?

A, Captain MEDINA.
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Q. Do you know the name of the Task Force commander?
A. No, sir.
Q. Do you remember the combat assault against My Lai

(4) , on 16 March?
A. Yes, six, I do.

Q. When did you first hear about the planned assault
upon My Lai (4)?

A. I heard it that night the 15th. That night we
were planning on taking a village that was supposed to be
helping the Viet Cong--supporting them. Actually saying
what happened, we didn't find out until the following morn-
ing, right before we went.

Q. Was this at a briefing given to the company, by
Captain MEDINA?

A, Right, sir.

Q. Do you remember a memorial service being held

for the company sometime before this briefing?

A. Right, sir, there was.
Q. Do you know the occasion for it?
A. That was for the men that--for this mission we

were going to have. It was supposed to be a pretty big one
there besides the men that we lost.

Q. How were the men lost? Do you remember that?

A, - Mostly by mines, booby traps. .

Q. By a minefield?

A. A minefield right.

Q. Do you remember the mine field incident? Were you

with the company then?

A. Right, sir. We couldn't get out, sir.
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Q. We have been told that gquite a few men had been
lost, wounded, and some killed.

A. Right, sir.
Q- Do you remember when this memorial service was, in

relation to the briefing by Captain MEDINA? We understand it
was some time before, but we are not sure just when?

A. ‘I think it was—-I can't say, but I think it was
earlier in the morning, right before.

Q. » The same day?

A. The same day. Right, early in the morning.

Q. Going now to Captain MEDINA's briefing, can you tell

us just what exactly he told the company as best as yyou can
remember?

A. Well, he said that we had--we did lose a lot of men
and we did lose a lot of good men, and we have to help ourselves
out, because everybody was in a dungeon. We were able to do
something about it. He said something about when we go--when
we attack the village. First he said--he said, this village
that we're attacking is supporting the VC and to take revenge.
We want to kill everything, and anything we see. The rest I
can't say. I can't remember, but that one part right there.

I was confused. I didn't understand what he meant by that.

I couldn't see--I know it was wrong by saying that, but at
that time, everybody felt in that position. We had to do
something, because anytime we went out there we didn't

have no chance. We Jjust, like I said, just that last state-
ment that he said. That last one. I was confused and I

had to ask my platoon daddy, and down the line to my squad
leader. I didn't understand the statement.

Q. I see. What’did they say when you asked them,
what Captain MEDINA meant?

A. Well, they said--they turned around and asked me
"What do you thlnk by 'Kill anything and everything' meant?"
and I said, "Well, I guess it means everything. Whatever
you see you shoot it. Don't leave nothing standing, or any
part of it." That's what I got out of it. Anything you see
moving you shoot it.
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Q. What did they say to that?
A. They said, "Well, that's just what he meant."
Q. Who all did you talk to. Did you talk to your

squad leader?

A. Yes, I talked to my squad leader and then I
talked to Sergeant BUCHANON, because him and me, we always
kid around to each other.

Q. You got along pretty well?

A, . Sometimes. When we did, he was able to talk freely
to me. '

Q. Do you remember what his words were? How he ad-

vised you?
A, That I can't remember. I can't say.

Q. It doesn't have to be exactly. What did you under-
stand from him?

A. Prom him he just said, you know, after I understood
what we were supposed to do, I asked if this--if that is what

they want and he said, "Yes, that's all," and we just left it
as that.

Q. Going back to Captain MEDINA now, did he say how
long the operation was to last?

A, He did but T really-can't say. He said we would
be going through a couple of villages and shouldn't be--we
just sweep right across and shouldn't take very long.

Q. Did he say anything about higher headquarters?

A, No, sir. The only thing that he said about higher
headquarters was that we were assigned to, to attack this
village. The only thlng that he said about higher headguarters
was that we were going to attack this wvillage, but two com-
panies was going to help us out.

Q. So you understood that the orders had come from
higher headquarters. Is that the idea?
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A. It had to come from some place. It just can't come
out of the blue sky, like that.

Q. If I remember you said the company was assigned
the mission.

A. Right, sir.

Q. Was anything said about the enemy strength in My
Lai (4) that you recall?

A, He didn't say too much about the enemy strength,
because all he said is the villagers there are supporting the
"VC and we have to clean them out. That's all he said.

Q. Was anything said, specifically about maybe
kllllng all the livestock burning houses?

A. Well, the livestock that is included in the phrase
I understood. For the burning, we didn't hear that until
we started our attack.

Q. After Captain MEDINA finished talking did you get
any briefing from your platoon leader, or the platoon sergeant,
or squad leader? Did they give you any additional instructions
or orders? '

A. Just like they said—--well, they told us where we
were going to land, where to set up, when you get off the chop-
pers—--I mean the hellcopters.

Q. . ~But they didn't give you further instructions
about what to do in the village?

A, No, sir, this is just sense because the phrase
that they told us covered everything--~-to me, covered every-
thing.

Q. Did you stay with members of your squad that
evening? _

A, Right.

Q. Did you talk it over about the mission the next

day? Discuss it some?

A, I didn't discuss none of it. The only thing we
discussed—--the mission itself we never discussed--it just
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that the flak jackets that we had was no good for us.
I mean not for a ground pounder.

Q. The flak jackets?

A. Yes, the flak jackets because you walk so
much. They help you from fragments.

Q. Too heavy, were they?
A. Too heavy.
Q. Do you know whether the other members of the

squad felt like you did about the next day?
A. The following day, yes.

Q. I mean that night? Did they have the same
understanding of the orders that you did, for example?

A, I think they did. I'm pretty sure, because
if they didn't they wouldn't have did what they did.

COL FRANKLIN: You mentioned that you had gone out be-
fore and you hadn't had a chance--Captain MEDINA
talked about revenge?

A. Right, sir.

Q. Did your squad--did your platoon really
hate the VC at this time?

A. Everybody did, sir.

Q. Why?

A, Because, everytime we went on a mission,

somebody got hit especially on a booby trap or a mine.

You can't fight booby traps. You want to see them to fight
them and to really feel that you are doing something out
there you'd rather, you know, see them. You have got to
see them, to say that you are really doing something. .
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This kind of war up here in Vietnam is a war that I have
never seen in my whole life. It is tricky. Like they say--
well, to me I can't tell a Viet Cong from a Vietnamese,

or the town people, or the VC's--or when I was there they
had some Red Koreans, I can't tell from them either, you
know. I don't know--they say you are supposed to look

at them and their height. If you get them at one person at
a time they still look small to you, you know.

Q. Did you have the feeling--say you feel

sort of happy for the first time that you were going

to be able to see these people for real, and the men in
your platoon were sort of happy that Captain MEDINA
had said this?

A, Yes, sir, we were.

Q. . You were happy?

A. 'We were happj,

Q. Why?

A, Because we were able to see what we were doing.

Actually see them and not playing around in the bushes
or something where we can't see. Something we could
really go out there and say we did something.

Q. Were you sort of afraid for this day or
were you ready eager to go.

Q. No, I was afraid. Every mission that I
went out there I felt the same way--scared. It's some-
thing that you hdave to do. You are ordered to do it
and this. We can't say, "Well, let's go," you know,
"This is our chance for tomorrow." Everybody even my-
self, I was really scared, and even as soon as we got
off of the choppers I was still scared.

0. - Did you hear anybody say ‘around Dottie that

night that they weren't going to kill everybody? They
thought that that was an illegal order.
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A. I heard people say. I can't tell who but

I heard it said, but you hear that lots of times, until
it actually happens, and you find out that the ones that
did say it are the ones who are doing it.

Q. Have you ever heard about illegal or immoral
orders in your training--in your basic training?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. : What did they tell you?
A, Well, they say if--well immoral, by killing

civilian people just for the fun of it, it would be 1like
here in the stateside. That's--to me is immoral. It's
a life no matter what it is.

Q. Let me put it this way. Do you feel, and the
men in your squad feel that they had to obey Captain
MEDINA and those orders?

A. I think so. Yes, sir.

Q. They thought they had to obey them?

A. Right, sir. |

0. What do you feel right now? Do you feel

that if a company commander gives you an order no matter
what it is you have to obey it? '

A. Yes, sir, it's a direct order, sir.
Q. Okay, GONZALEZ, thank vyou.

MR WEST: Do you remember BERNHARDT?

A. BERNHARDT, sir? The name sure sounds familiar,
sir.
Q. I think he was in another squad. He was in

your platoon. We have had testimony indicating that
BERNHARDT was one who didn't agree with killing every-
body. I thought perhaps he might have been one that spoke.
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A. I can't really say. I can't recall that.

Q. Well fine, let's go to the next morning.

A. I don't know if you want to hear this.

Q. We would like to hear anything ybu have to say.
A. All right. Okay, after we got the word, by say-

ing kill everything and anything--after we went through the
three villages everybody did get sick. I mean--then Captain
MEDINA said, we will stop killing. In fact, I think he even
got sick himself, but that was after we went through three
villages.

Q. , After it was all over?

A. Right, and then the following village that we went
to I guess they must have got the word because we couldn't
find nobody.

Q. Okay, we'll work up to that Specialist GONZALEZ.
Now, we have put in front of you a blown up aerial photograph
of My Lai (4), and the vicinity (Exhibit P-1). This is the
little hamlet of My Lai (4) in the center of the photograph.

It is oriented that this is north the top of the photograph

and that's east towards the China Sea. You'll notice over here
(indicating), on your left is a map with the scale 1:25,000.
This map has been entered into evidence as Exhibit MAP-4, If
you'll notice here on the map, this is My Lai (4). You notice
a stream line coming around here is the same as in the photo-
graph. Also, notice on the map, a trail leading directly south
through the center of the village that goes ddown and joins
Highway 521. Here you see the same thing on the photograph.

. Now, the landlng zone where you came in was west of My Lal (4)
out here, in the rice paddy.

Do you recall that?

A. For a minute I thought it was over here (indicating).
It was-—-it has to be here because the village was on the side
right.

Q. Now do you recall the plan how the 24 Platoon was
to move through My Lai (4)?2
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A. On a line, straight across.

Q. And which side of the village were you on? On
the left or the right?

A.' We were on the 1eft.

Q. Could you tell us now, Specialist GONZALEZ, just
what happened after you got out of the helicopter that
morning? Just as you remember it.

A, We jumped out of the helicopters and then we lined .
up on a line going across through here. Like this (indicating
on P-1), I don't know, but the squad that I was in we lined

up across like here until we got the word to move out.

Q. Were you on the left or the right of the platoon?

A. I was on the left of the platoon. I think our
squad was the last-- ‘

Q. (Interposing) Was BUNNING near you? BUNNING told
us that he was the last man on the left. He was practically
out in the rice paddy.

A, He might have been. I can't say. He was more--
well, my squad was close to the end, I know. When we came
up at the first point going up this way we were out in a
field, a rice paddy, and I had to come into one of these--
first side. One of the little shacks, or homes—--we call it.

Q. ‘ Hootches?

A. Hootches, right. When we came around like this
we had to come in. :

Q. Come in out of the rice field into the hamlet.
A. Right, into the wvillage itself.
Q. Okay, well, would you tell us what it was like

just before you moved in. Were you getting any hostile
fire for example? Anybody shooting at you?

A, Nobody was shooting. To me it was awful quiet.

I heard firing on this side, but from where I was there was
nothing going on. The only thing--okay we started moving.
We saw a man.
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Q. Did you get some orders to move in?

A. Yes, we got some orders to move out so we started
moving out. We-~well, right before we moved out there was a
man standing right here with no weapon (northwest corner of
the village). It's like a little path--small path. This man
was standing right there. He didn't have no weapon and some-
body shot him and he fell. Then when they told us to move
out--I can't say again but somebody else shot him again to
make sure. Then we start moving out and the squad itself the
-whole line of Charlie Company, you heard a lot of firing, hand-
grenades going off and all this. What they started up here

I don't know what happened. Like I say I was more out in the
field-~rice paddy itself.

Q. Were the men on line or were they firing as they
moved forward?

A. No, we didn't hear flrlng until we came in so
what happened is--okay, we were in the rice paddy and then
we checked out this little, like a cornfield or something.
Real high thing. We checked that out. I think it had to be
these hootch right hexre. We came in. We told all the women
and children to move out of their hut. They line them right
in front of them. I had the M-79. I can't actually fire
upon them because at that close range all you do is make

a hole in them and you are really not doing nothing. So, I
stood--they came around that hootch and one of the guys called
to find out if there was any GI's on the other side of the
hootch--to move out of the way and nobody answered. I guess
" there weren't. There was no answer. So, what they did is,
I was standing there and I had to look twice, you know,

I really didn't understand what was happening but the orders
was--to say to kill everything, anything, so that everybody
figures that means to do it. So, the first shot hit a baby
in the head and I turned around and got sick, because that
is the first time I ever--well, I killed persons before, but
not actually seeing the damage what it did, you know.

Q. It was in combat, I take it.

A, Right, it was in combat. You can't really tell,
but like this just standing there. The first shot was from
a 16, M-16 rifle. Hit the baby in the head. From then on
before the people realized what happened they opened up

and I can't say—-—-somebody asked me if I feel all right. I
said "Yes, I be all right. I mean really, I don't, but I'll
be all right." Okay from then on--

(GONZALEZ) , 13 APP T-198

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

Q. (Interposing) Do you remember ROSCHEVITZ, about
that time? -

A. Yes, sir, he was a grenadier at that time too.
Q. Do you remember what he was doing, what he said?
A, 'I know what he was doing but I can't say what he
said.

Q. .What was he doing?

A, * He was raping the young girls, before he killed
then.

Q. Go ahead.

A. So we started moving out.

Q. About how many people were there? The Vietnamese

that were standing there who were shot?

A. From the women and children, I would say about 10,
15.

Q. Were there any men in this group?

A. ' In that group, no. Then we started going out and

by the time we start moving out again we got the word to set
fire to everyplace we go.

Q. So that came after this incident.

A. Right, like I say I don't know what happened on
this side. ' : '
Q. Did the order come from Lieutenant BROOKS do you
remember, or did it come from your squad leader?

A, I got it from my squad leader.

Q. I think that was Sergeant HODGES.

A. So we started moving out. Then I saw a maﬁ it

looked like he had a weapon, I couldn't tell it just looked
like it. And to able--to at least hit him, I figure, I might as
well shoot my grenade and to me it looked like I hit him. I
can't say—--
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Q. (Interpoéing) Was he out in the rice paddy?

A. Right, in the rice paddy. Okay, then we--I just
shot one round then we kept on going and then I saw this

girl. I would say about maybe 14, or 13, or like that. She
was close to the rice paddy, but. in the village really moaning,
and I had to do something. Well tome I can't see it. So I,
you know, she was moaning--

MR WEST: Just wait a minute now, before you say anything.
- You know you don't have to say--tell us anything, that would
incriminate you. Do you understand that?

A. Really, I understand that. Like you swear—-

Q. (Interposing) I'm not sure what you are going to
say, you understand. Even if you have sworn to tell the truth,
you don't have to say anything, that would incriminate you.

A. Oh, yes, I understand that. Well, this girl, she
was suffering from her wound. Okay, I know that--I got my
handkerchief out. I put water on the handkerchief and try
to help her as best I can. Then I got here, away from—-
tried to move her away from the rice paddy. I did this. I
tried to make her comfortable best as I can. I couldn't

do too much, because she was really bleeding. I just
locked and I say--I kind of tell her I can't do too much

so0 I just kept on my way and when I turned around--that

rice paddy, I heard a shot. I turned around and somebody
shot her again. Then we just kept on going and after we
had this swept we came around and took this one (indicating).

Q. Do you remember how far you went through My Lai
(4) , before you turned and headed out across the rice paddy
to the other little hamlet? Did you go all the way through
Oor part way through?

A. We went about--we went all the way. We went all
the way before we decided to come back this way.

Q. Okay, before we leave My Lai (4), I asked you
about ROSCHEVITZ, and you mentioned the rape. Now, could
you tell what you know about that?

A, We went into this village over here.

Q. I understand about that. That place is called Binh
Tay. But was there any rape incident back further?
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A. There was a lot of raping but I didn't see it.
I know there was raping, because anytime we ever did go
into a village there's always raping.

£ 4

0. Tell me were there incidents of rape during
the advance through My Lai (4)7?

A, Well, through the squad that I was in we do
not rape. ‘

Q. I was wondering whether this took place as the
platoon was moving through My Lai (4), or afterwards?

A, More likely if--more likely, like I say, we
wouldn't do anything. We just went straight through
but like I know through other villages that we went
through--while we are sweeping, is when they're doing it
and then whoever stays behind. There is always a couple
of guys staying behind to watch for whoever is around
and then they run up and catch up with the rest of the
outfit.

COL FRANKLIN: You say that raping was common when you
went into the villages?

A. . Right, sir.

Q. Did you personally witness this or were you told
about it?

A. I-witness-—well, I didn't witness—-—

Q. (Interposing) Other times?

A, Other times, this is what happened. I know that

this is what happened, because they told me and in one in-
stance we got the word that 13 guys got one. One squad got
one girl--one lady. Then they told me to go in there. I
said "No, I won't." They said, "It's right there, ready for
you." I said "No, I won't." So what I did is I went

inside and she really looked bad. The only thing that I
could do, like I say, I don't like the scene, I don't dig
it--I mean, I'm sorry, dig it--I just can't see it. So the
only thing that I could do for the lady, is like, I got the .
canteen. ' I wiped her. She was awful perspiring. I wiped
her forehead. I tried to help her up. She got scared of
me. I was part of them. I tried to tell her that I don't
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have nothing to do with it. I helped her to her feet. I
took her to the well got some water from the well. "Drink
this."

‘ Then another sqguad heard about--another guy from
another squad heard about the 13 guys did their thing with

this woman, were going to try her out and I told them to

leave her alone and then at that time I just walked off.

I said, "Forget it." I don't want to kill my own men. I

tried to tell her, "Get out of here, go." She was in a

little well and she was going to run. I told her, "Go ahead,"
but like, after 13 guys got to her it's kind of hard to

walk. I think it would be, but, I'd try. That's the only thing
that I could do.

Q. Did that happen a lot or once in a while or what
in Charlie Company? -

A. : With Charlie Company to me they do that practi-
cally--almost, well, they try to do it in every village they
go through.

Q. How aboutlif Captain MEDINA found out about it?
A. I don't know. i-think there would be a lot of
trouble. '

Q. You don't think he knew about it?

A, I don't think so.

MR WEST: How about Lieutenant BROOKS, did he know what was
going on?

A, .I can't say. He might, he might not. I can't
really say.

0. How about Sergeant BUCHANON?

A, The same thing. He might. He might not. I can't

say, because, like you--take one squad say, it's a small village
one squad would go from the back, one goes to the front and the
other one is going through. Now, the one that is going through
their having their fun. The first sergeant or the lieutenant
whoever is around, he usually stays with one part of a machine
gun group. I know one who was really doing a lot of--besides
grenadier ROSCHEVITZ. There was another gunner who was doing
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just as bad as he was.

Q. Do you remember the names of HUTTO, HUTSON, MOWER?
Were you talking about one of those?

A.  That is the group who was doing that, sir.

Q. Okay, let's move to the point now where you went

out into the rice paddy. Other people have told us you initi-
ally moved out in the rice paddy to pick up a couple of wea-
pons.

A, I think they found two weapons some place around
this area. I'm not sure.

MR WEST: Indicating a point out in the rice paddy about
500 meters north of My Lai (4).

A. It's -about there, because when we came out here
that's when they found it.

Q. Okay, now BUNNING told us that the platoon moved
out into the rice paddy and he was on point. Lieutenant

BROOKS was behind him. You probably were right in there pretty
close.

A. Like I say my sguad was all over. I dan't reélly
say where. A lot of times the squad divides.

Q. You do remember going out and picking up a few
weapons?

A. I saw them pick up two weapons.

Q. All right. Will you tell us what the platoon did
next?

A, Well after—-on the other wvillage. I can't say what

happened over here, because they were scattered all over the _
place. My squad came across here-—or the guys that I was with.

Q. And that little subhamlet is know as Binh Tay.
Tell us what your platoon did at Binh Tay?

A. When we came around I came around this way close
to around this side.

(GONZALEZ) 18 APP T-198

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

Q. You swung around toward the west side.

A, Right. There was this young girl that was run-
ning all over the place. And I told "mama-san" sitting there,
I told, "Mama-san, Please give her some pants," you know.

She finally understood and she told me, "Thank you; fine,"

I guess that would say, thank you.

Q. ' You say to give her some pants, I don't under-
stand.
A. : Pants. Her pajamas. She was running around

~without any on.

Q. How old was she?

A. About maybe 16. So, that first hootch right here
some guys were doing their thing with her--this chick. I mean

‘this Vietnamese.

Q. Was it this girl, that you talked to the "mama-san"

about?
‘A, Right, I try to tell her--so we came back around

sweeping out the area. We got all confused. We didn't know
where the heck we were. We didn't even know where the rest.
of the company was because we were all around here.

Q. Where was HODGES at this time? Was he with the
girl?
A. He might have. I can't say. Like when a girl is

being raped guys move in quickly to get some of the action
but I can't see it. I just don't dig~-~I mean, I just don't
like it that way. But anyway we came around--

0. (Interposing) Was your squad involved in this rape,
at his time? Members of your squad this time?

A. I think some of them, right.
Q. You don't remember who they were?
A, No, I can't say. But, wé came around--and when we

were coming back out from the burning, and shooting, and every-
thing. We were coming out this same girl that I told "mama-
san" to put the pants on her pants was off again. Somebody
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had did their thing again and she was walking with one of

the GI's off with us, because I think she figured as long as she -

stays close to them they won't kill her. Now, when we were
walking out here I would say in here someplace. A little
hootch there because it was right before we came out.

MR WEST: Indicating a spot in the east-central part of
the hamlet.

A, That's where I saw a whole bunch of naked bodies
on top of each other and I went up to look just to be
curious, and it really looked sickening. They had holes all
over the place. '

Q. Do you know what happened to them?

A, Right, it was my partner ROS--I can't pronounce
"his name. : '

Q. ROSCHEVITZ?

A. ROSCHEVITZ, yveah, had shot his M-79 with the shot-
gun shell. There are, you know, the M-79 has two klnds of
rounds. You've got your stralght one and then you've got your.
shotgun for in the bushes. He used that one round.

Q. It gave you more dispersion?

A, Right, to hit the people. The way I understood
it is that he forced all these people to undress and told
them to do his thing with her--with him. They wouldn't do
it so he shot them and I just left that as that. You can't
do nothing about it.

Q. Did you hear this from ROSCHEVITZ?

A. Well, ROSCHEVITZ was right there when I was there
and the other guys told me and even ROSCHEVITZ he didn't
disagree with it. And he was the only one around me with an
M-79 besides me and by the holes, it looked like a splatter
from a shotgun round.

Q. Did you observe any other rapes in the hamlet be—
sides the one you mentioned? The 16 year old girl.

A, Well, when we were there by Uptight. A couple of
villages around there. :
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Q. No, that morning.

A. No, just this one over here and the one he tried
but they wouldn't put out. :

Q. Now, you mentioned a minute ago something about
shooting and burning. Could you tell us just how the platoon
was operating in Binh Tay? You know, what other people were
doing. Were they shooting? Did they kill some people as they
came across? Were they setting fire to the hootches?

A, Well, like, my squad, when we went through it seems
+ like we weren't shooting nobody. We got tired of it I guess.

You could say, because like on this one we really did a job
on this one but over here we kind of slacked off. :

Q. You did a job on My Lai (4) but slacked off in
Binh Tay?
- A. Right; because it was a bloody meés, because over

here live people were burned to death--everything and these
people in there fox holes or.where they sleep--

Q. Bunkers?

A. Well, not bunkers like for bombing or something
like that they've got their own beds underneath.

Q. Bombshelter. Holes?

A. Yeah, a hole in the bettom of the ground. Some of

the guys would holler. I know one guy he would holler, and I
don't know if he heard any voice but I was about 20 yards from
him--20 meters--yards I would say, and I couldn't hear if any-
body said anything from in here but all he did is throw a hand
grenade down in there. But like, over here (Binh Tay), it was
a little different, actually I would say they were doing more
raping, than killing, than anything else.

Q. Well, did you observe any more killing besides
the group that ROSCHEVITZ had taken care of?

A. No, not through the part that I went through.

Q. While you were in Binh Tay do you remember getting
any orders to stop the shooting?
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A, I can't remember. Sometime during this, coming
out~-~probably coming out. More likely is when they said,
stop killing everybody. We got tired of it. Just quit.

Q. We have had some testimony that Lieutenant
BROOKS got the word over his radio and he passed the word
on, to stop the shooting.

A. ‘They did say stop the shooting. They did, but--
I got it from guys around to stop everything.
Q. What happened after that?

A. Well, after that we came out. We start falling
out this way (indicating). ‘

0. All right. Before you left the hamlet do you
remember any civilians getting gathered together into a
group?

A. No, sir.

Q. We have had other testimony that after the shoot-
ing stopped quite a number of Vietnamese residents were gath-
ered together 40 or 50, and they went off to the southwest.
You don't remember that? '

A. I didn't see nobody. I can't say but I know I

didn't see them when we come out.

Q. Go ahead and tell us what the platocon did after
that. - .

A. : Okay, then we supposed to go to another v1llage.
I can't remember which one it was.

Q. Did you go back to My Lai (4)?

A. No.

Q. We have had some testimony that they went back

to My Lai (4) and had lunch there before moving out.

A, . No, we just--as soon as we covered this one. we
went straight to the next one.

Q. On the aerial photograph there is a subhamlet,
that is almost due east of Binh Tay and is northeast of My
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Lai (4) about 600 meters, and the name of it is Binh Dong.
Is this the next hamlet you went into? Would you say?

A. I couldn't say, sir. I know we went to. another
village after we walked all this rice paddy and we went

to the following village. We didn't see nobody. The place
was cleared. They must have got the word that we were
shooting at everything and the only thing we did was burn
the hootches. There was nothing there.

. Q. But you're not sure which one?
A. ' I can't say, no.
Q. ' All right. There is Binh Dong which is the

location which I have described and immediately south of
Binh Dong about 300 or 400 meters is another subhamlet
called Trung Hoa. All right. What happened after that?

A. - Well, after that we started moving out--wait

a minute. We did--we had a base camp. I think right here.
Right in here because it was next to a river or a creek

or something.

Q. Do you remember a graveyard?

A. I can't say, sir, but I know we put base camp
right here (indicating). '

Q. That's some 700-800 meters fromAMy Lai (4), would
it be? : :

A. ¥s, sir.

Q. Do you remember where yvou broke for chow then?

A, ) I think it would be right there (indicating base
camp) .

COL FRANKLIN: Are you sure that you didn't go back--I want
you to think now, Specialist GONZALEZ, and try to remember-—--
you didn't even have a map or a photo on the operation. I
doubt if you ever saw one did vou?

A. " No, I sure didn't, sir.

Q. Are you pretty sure though that you moved directly
from that little hamlet in the north Binh Tay and moved--didn't
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go back to My Lai (4) for lunch and then gone to that hamlet?

n

A, We might have. I don't think we did.
Q. You just say what you think. That's what we've
got you here for.
A. Well, okay. I--we didn't.
Q. Back in Binh Tay you say those bodies. All of
them had their clothes off?
A. Right, sir.
Q. About how many were there?
A, Too many to count, sir.
Q. In this part over here, the ones ROSCHEVITZ
killed?
A. Maybe eight or nine persons. Maybe ten, I can't
say, Sir.
Q. What were their ages and sexes?
A. I would say the ages would probably—--maybe 16-I
don't know maybe probably 30, 35.
Q. They were all naked and piled up?
A. Right.
Q. | How many bodies do you think you saw? I know

you're estimating. There's no way of really knowing. But
total on this operation, how many bodies do you think you saw?

A. In the whole thing?
. Q. In the whole thing.
A. Just a straight number I can't say. I can't say,
sir. )
Q. You say a lot of people were sick. If a lot éf

people were sick who was doing all the killing? The ones
that were sick were doing the killing?
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A, Right, sir.

Q. People actually killing, who were sick? Did they
throw up? _

A, I did, sir. I know--maybe the sick feeling, be-
cause they have to do it. They have to shoot people this way
you will get a sick feeling. You could see it in the person
but other people can show more like myself, I have to show
more, and I have to "cough~a-roff," then actually without

. being sick--without it. When I get sick it has to be when

I "cough-a-roff." People can be sick without ever doing it.

Q. When this order came--what was the phrase you used,
"cough it up"?

A. "Roff" that's vomit. It's an easier way to say
it.
Q. Now when the command came to stop the killing--

stop the killing or stop the shooting?

~A. Stop the——they juét say stop firing.
Q. Was there any more kiiling done after that command?
A. No, no, sir. They said stop firing. The only

time you shot at anybody if you see anybody running. More
likely they would have a weapon on them. ,

Q. You didn't have any live people left kids or any-
thing after that?

A. No, no, sir.

MR WEST: You mentioned the people that ROSCHEVITZ had had
their clothes off. Were there any men in this group? Do you
remember?

A. I can't say. I can't say, because I figure, to me,
I figure they wouldn't be, because he's a person who would
more like to enjoy himself and if he can't he will shoot them
and I figure--and I think they were all women. I'm pretty

sure they were all women, because he wouldn't ask a man to take
off his clothes.
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Q' Did you see any visiting officers that morning,
from Task Force Barker, or brigade, ox division? Did any-
body come in on a helicoptex?

A.. No, sir.

Q. -Later on now after you had laagered in there
at night did you see any members of the National Police?

A. : There were Viet--well, what do you call them?
Q. Prisoners?

A. No, well, they had some scldiers in Vietnam.
Q. ARVN's?

A, They call them ARVN's, right. I can't say how

many there were, but they did have them and they were some
place. I can't remember too sure but they might have been
around here. They were discussing with Captain MEDINA and
all the officers.

Q. Do you remember the other cfficers, who were

there?
A. ' Well, I know, like Lieutenant CALLEY he was

there, because I heard it on newspaper—-Lieutenant CALLEY.

I couldn’t recognize the name. When I was waiting in the room
upstairs I saw his picture and I recognized his picture.

Now I know he was there.

Q. ' Would yvou know Captain MICHELES?

A, No, sir.
Q- Captain KOTOUC the S2 of Task Force Barker?
A. No, sir. Usually I try to just remember, like my

platoon daddy—--sergeant, and my platoon officer, and the CO.
Q. Did you see anything happen there around the ARVN
soldiers? Did you see any incident take place there that you
remember? Anything unusual?

A. No, sirx, I can't really say.
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Q. Well, we've had considerable testimony that at
least two VC prisoners were shot while they were being in-
terrogated. Do you know anything of that?

A. No, sir, I sure don't.

0. Did you later on perhaps hear anything about
civilians being killed by members of Bravo Company towards
the coast that same day?

A. No, sir.

Q. - There have been reports of this killing of Viet-
namese civilians about like they had in My Lai (4), at a
little hamlet over by the coast.

A. I never heard, no, sir.

Q. , Do you remember where Charlie Company went the
next day? The 17th?

A. We went, the 17th, we moved'out straight across.
Well, we end up close to this big river.

Q. You moved south to the river?
A. Right, we went straight all the way through.
Q. We understand that you came back and retraced

your steps?

A. Right, sirf

Q. | Before you spent your'second night in the field.
A. | Right, sir. |

Q. o Do you remember being out that third day?

A. | No, sir, that's the day I got hit, sir. Before

we left this area, I told one of the medic's there. I can't
say his name. '

Q. ' GARZA'>

A, Right, I told him that if I get hit I want my
picture taken. If I die, don't take it. So he said, "Well,
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how do you know you won't get hit." The third day, the 18th,
is when I got hit going out to--for the choppers to picg
us up.

Q. You hit a booby trap?

A. We don't know who triggered off the bocby trap, me
or TREVINO.

Q. We talked to TREVINO yesterday.

A. But me and TREVINO got hit the same time.

Q. If I remember correctly he thought that you had;
A. He did because he was splattered all over the

place. He was over, like a little hill.

Q. He showed us the scar on his right arm, and you
were what? Wounded in the foot?

A, Both legs, foot, and just a couple of fragments
on my right arm. '
Q. Were yéu medevac'd out, right away?

A.. Right, sir.

Q. Where did you go?

A. ' I don't know really. Someplace close to--by Chu

Lai I think. I can't say.

Q. Did you go from there to Japan and then back to
the States?

A, From Chu Lai I went to Qui Nhon and then from
there we went to Japan. We stopped at the Phillipines first
and then to Japan.

Q. Then you moved back to the states, did you?

A, ’ Right, sir, to San Francisco.

Q. How long were you hospitalized?

A. Counting with Japan I would say about 3 months.
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Q. Tell me this, Specialist GONZALEZ, before you left
Vietnam did anybody come around and talk to you about what
had happened at My Lai (4), that day? Say maybe he was an
investigating officer? '

A. While I was leaving--— |

0. While you were in the hospital before you left?

A, No, sir. ©Nobody, sir.

Q. Do you know whether any member of your company was

approached by an investigating officer and asked any questions
about what had happened at My Lai (4)?

A. No, sir.

Q. Did'anyone ever tell you to keep quiet about what
happened there that day?

A. No, sir.

Q;‘ Did ybu héve another tour in Vietnam?

A. No, sir, i'wantéd to go back but I couldn't get

out of 3d Cav.

Q. I want to ask you some general questlons now.
The first one; the newspapers in November had a story
that some of the men of Charlie Company when they went
into My Lai (4), that day were under the influence of
marijuana. Do you know of any such thing?

A. ‘Some were. It kind of relaxes you.

Q. | How about the night before, on the 15th in the
bunkers while you waiting for the next day?

A. I don't think so.

Q.. Any pot smoking going on that day?

A. Well, with the group I was with nobody was.

Q. How about the next morning?

A. Well, with the group I was with, no.
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Q. You think it could be, some other squad?
A. Somebody else could have been.
Q.. To your knowledge was it a practice of some

members of Charlie Company to get a little high on pot before
going into-combat?

A, No, sir.

Q. The first question that I asked you you dld
indicate that there could have been some there?

A. Right, there could have been but the first
questions you asked, you said every time we would go into
combat .

Q. I wanted to know if it was a practice of some men
in the Company?

A. Well, yes. Some persons, yes.

Q. That's what people are concerned about, you know.
That when some people went into combat they were under the
influence of marijuana and weren't quite themselves.

A, I can't say it was. marijuana, because the way I
understand, between marijuana and dope is two different
things. Dope is just like you'’re drinking alcohol and you
really know what's going on., You just kind of makes you
relax. Stops your nerves.

Q. ' With marijuana?

A. | No, with dope you know what's geing on.

Q. How about marijuana? |

A. Mariﬁuana I never tried myself but I undersfand

that it's more--right off the bat you're up in the sky. You
are not as if you are drinking ligquor. Your more funny.
You're reacting different. You do some crazy things.
Absolutely--you think something is wrong with this guy. He's

!
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‘not acting right. 'This is what I understand with marijuana.
You can tell whether he is higher than with regular dope.

Q. Would you think a man who was under the influence
of marijuana would find it easier to kill people the way the
platoon did that morning in My Lai. Would it make him--
would it put him in that kind of killing frame of mind?

A. I don't think so. If he were on marijuana
probably so, but I really doubt it very much. I really doubt
it. I think a person if he was on marijuana, to go

through a--that village and a man that is high with
marijuana I don't think he could actually just--something
had to irritate him very much before he would do it.

Now, these people were just standing there. I can't see

them to just have something in them to do it.

Q. Do you think if you were under the influence
of marijuana it would be feeling happy. A good frame on
mind. He wouldn't be thinking of killing people?

A. Right. Because when your on it--like I say
marijuana I know nothing about it. Pot, you are more
friendly of course, you're relaxed, you are not as scared if
you die, or don't die, or whatever, it is 1f you get hit

so what.

Q. You are not concerned?

A, Right, sir.

Q. : You didn't observe anybody that you thought was
under the influence"of marijuana, that morning?

AL " No, sir. |

Q. I want to éalk to you about thfeé guestions which

call for your opinion. These are questions that, you know, a
lot of people have been asking. Some of the people who were
at My Lai have asked themselves these questions. The first
one is, what really happened at My Lai (4) on 16 March 1968?

A. What actually happened?
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Q. Yes.

A, That day it was just a massacre.- Just plain
right out, wiping out people. :

Q. This is helpful to us. You were there and you
saw part of it. Was it your impression that in your platoon,
your platoon leader, platoon sergeant, the squad leaders were
in control of the platoon all right? They had the men under
control and direction?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. It has been suggested by some people that things
just got out of control and certain members of the company
did all the killing in the confusion and the disorder.

A. No, they were pretty uptight. Exactly giving
commands to everybody. The only time, like, like I say is

on this hill. Binh Tay it was more scattered around. Nobody
could really tell to be in charge.

Q. There was a little disorder then?
A, Right, sir.
.Q. ' You may have already answered my second question

but the second was why did it happen?

A. _ For revenge. To me we figured the Vietnamese
-—the Viet Cong were there with their supporters. That's
what we understood. We figured that they were there to
meet us. When we were sweeping out the area we didn't see
nothing but the civilian people. :

Q. You.didn't really find any VC?
A. No.
Q. Over in the other platoon--the lst Platoon's

area we have evidence of several people, that Captain

. MEDINA had one or more Vietnamese people that he found
there and questioned them. They learned that there were-
35 to 40 VC in the hamlet that night but they left early
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that morning before the combat assualt which fits in with
what you just said, .you didn't see any VC. :

A. _ Right, sir.

Q. So, it is possible that they left early before

the company came in. Some people——I'll state that a little
differently. It has been suggested that the orders were
given the way they were so this little hamlet would be wiped
out as a base for the VC. What was desired--what part of the
mission was to level the village?

A. : Wipe it out.

Q. Wipe it out so nobody could live there any more
and support the VC.

A. Right, sir.
Q.- Did you have this same impression?
‘A. It had to be. When you get the command or the

orders saying to wipe--kill everything--anything, and every-
thing that's what it is. You're just wiping it right off
the map. You kill everything no matter what it is. If the
trees were alive we would probably shoot them too.

Q. Now, in the next few days you mentioned that at
least one other village was burned. Were more villages,
more little hamlets burned, as you went through? You were
out about 3 days all together.

A, We burned all. Binh Tay, we didn't but the rest
we did. '
Q. Now, I thlnk you realize this, Specialist GONZALEZ,

that the events there that morning at My Lai and the little
subhamlets were not known to the American people back home
here until about two months ago, in November.

A, My family did, sir.
Q. Did you write home about this?
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A. I wrote home about it, because I wanted them to
know what is happening over here. T can't see keeping it from
the people. I am in the service. I know that a lot of:
things could fall upon me, but at the same time when I was

in Nam--other areas to me, actually tell myself what are we
doing here. I can't say. I still don't know--but actually
what happened during this attack, here. It was so far out
for me that you hear a lot of people——llke the radios, news-
papers, you hear a lot of things that you don't hear. You
think well these guys—-you hear like, I was in the hospital
you hear some of the radios saying not too many--real light
casulties on American people. Now to me that can't be. Can't
be if my unit almost got wiped out just on these mines.

Other units has to be the same way. The only way, they could
actually, really get wiped out of the Army--United States
Army man, or serviceman, is they got to be tied up someplace.
A real good base camp. Secure, very secure, but on this
episode here, I wanted to--what happened to my parents. I
wrote to my mother and my wife saying what happened during
this time, that we did here, and the time I got hit because
to me I can't see letting the people think that we're doing
things right, here.

Q. Did you write these letters while you were in the
hospital?
A, Right, sir. Every time I went to a mission. I

tried to explain the best way that I can to my wife

exactly what we did. Sometimes she don't understand it.
Sometimes I can't put it in words, I have to draw it before
she'll understand. I can't write to good so I draw it. Txy
to have her figure out what it was.

Q. Do you have another language, besides English?
Do you speak Span1sh9

A, Well, between my Spanish and my English, there's

a little~-I don't know it's half and half. Now, I was born,
raised in the states. Now I was born in Tempe, Arizona and

I was brought up in California. In between the time that I
was going to school, I missed something. I don't know what it
is. I'm still trying to figure out what it is, because I'm
hesitating on English language and I'm hesitating on Spanish
language. ‘
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Q. | Well, I think that's not uncommon. Some people
speak Spanlsh very fluently but don't write it well. Do you
write well in Spanish or English? .

A. I write better in English, than Spanish.
Q. ‘ Does your wife keep your letters?
A, I don't think so. While I was in 'Nam I think

she did but as soon as I got back I think she threw them
away . :

Q. I wonder if your parents, kept your letters?

A. I don't think so.
Q. What you wrote at the time would be very valuable

to us. We've had several of the witnesses who brought in
letters, because you write what you remember at the time.
Now, it's almost 2 years. I know it must be difficult to
remember. Some of the letters that were written at the time
are very helpful to us. You suppose yvou could check out the
possibility if your wife and your parents kept your letters?

A. I could check on it, yes, sir.

Q. We would be very grateful if you would. I think
you can appreciate the importance of this. What happened at
My Lai (4) is unusual in the history of the Army.

A, I realize that it is.

Q. Actually what you wrote, the accounts you wrote
would be very significant in the reconstructing of events
and things. that happened. So we would appreciate very
much if you would make a search to find your letters.

A, All right, I'll do that.

Q. Major COOP will talk to you about it.

A. Yes, sir.

MR WEST: You've made a very valuable contribution to our
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hearing today. The things you've told us, your recollection
was really very good. Many of the things that you told us
we've heard before but there are other accounts that we’
haven't heard. '

A. Like I say I was only there with the unit, 3
months, but like myself, if I go through a place and see it
again I remember it. Faces too but never names.

Q. When did you join Charlie company? -

A. | I join it a week--no, let see, Charlie left
December the lst. I went out with the advance party.

Q. You came over with the brigade 4id you?
A. Right,; well, I came over with the advance party.
Q. Yes, Charlie was the first company called over

from Hawaii?

A. Right.
Q. You were with the company then?
A. Well, when I left my AIT I was assigned to-—-Hawaii.

‘T suppose to stay there about 6 months, or something like
that for jungle training then Charlie needed men so I was
dattached to them. I stayed one week until I left for Vietnam
on advance party.

Q. Did you participate in all the actions with Charlie
company up until the time you were wounded?

A. Actually killing as many people as the rest of
the platoon or company was doing, no.

Q. No, I just meant if you were there and went out
in the field everytime.

A, Yes, I went on everyone of them.
Q. We have had indications that on quite a few
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occasions when Charlie company went out in the field and
seen some action they would come up with some bodycount
but almost no weapons.

A. That's true.

Q. I have wondered whether this is an indication
that the company was in their body count of VC was maybe
counting some people that really weren't VC. Like women
_and children.

A, ' It could be because more--the way I see it we

count some but actually we can't say they really weren't.
I mean like I--like I say it's hard to tell. Anybody can
put black pajamas on.

Q. Sure, I understand. I guess what I'm really
getting at is that if Charlie company in making up it's

body count did regularly count everybody they killed

whether they were men, women or children. Did they regard
everybody and count them as VC?

A. I can't say, sir. They might. I can't say
because like I say--I just was a PFC and--

Q. (Interposing) I understand, but I thought maybe
you might have gotten a feel for that. For example out of
the operation that day at My Lai (4) Charlie company reported
about 84 VC killed.

A, I don't think so. In fact I don't think at all
-—any VC's were there.

Q. Well, what would you conclude then these 84'were?
A, Civilian people.

Q. | Well, did you yourself see that many killed?

A. I would say about that, right.

Q. And did you get over in the lst Platoon sector

of My Lai (4), at allz
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A. We got in--you could see about halfways into My
Lai (4). ' .

Q. Did you get way down to the southern part of My
Lai (4)?

A. No.

Q. Did you see a bunch of bodies in a ditch generally

down in the lst Platoon sector?

A. Not in a ditch, no.
Q. These would maybe be 50 or 60 people?
A. -~ No, the only time I ever saw any bodies would be

in hootches or just right off in the bushes or just right -
there out in the open.

Q. You just saw the two groups killed that you
described for us. One of them in Binh Tay and one down
in My Lai (4).

A. Right. Right, sir.

Q. Did you hear about any enemy VC belng killed by
artillery fire?

A. No, sir.

Q. Do you have any thoughts or opinion on this?

A', No, none.

Q. Didn't vou observe any dead people that you were

told or understood to be killed by artillery?
A. No, sir, none at all.
COL FRANKLIN: How many times have you been wounded, GONZALEZ?

A. One time. The reason why this cluster is 1
borrowed it and I didn't want to mess up--his ribbon.
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Q. Up in Binh Tay did you see those people killed
or did you see them after they had been killed?
A. The ones thal were piled up, after.
Q. You didn't see who killed them?
A. No, but--I didn't see them killed but I know who
—*they told me who did. :
i Q. They told you but you didn't actually see it?
A. No.
Q. Did you ever see anybody in the whole day that

looked like they were taking pot or that you knew were taking
pot during the whole day?

A. . - No, sir.
MR WEST: Specialist GONZALEZ, we are very grateful to you
for coming here today. You'wve helped us a great deal. You
given us much valuable information. Before we close the
_ hearing is there anything that you would like to say, any
statements that you would like to make, or anything?
A, None at all, sir.
MR WEST: If you find the letters that we talkedvabout, or
anything else that you would think would help us we would
very much like to hear from you. Thank you very much.

The hearing will be recessed.

(The hearing recessed at 1547 hours, 21 January
1970.)
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SUMMARY OF. TESTIMONY

"WITNESS: HODGES, Kenneth 1. 558G
DATE OF TESTIMONY: 29 December 1969

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Headquarters, MACV, Saigon, Republic
of Vietnam.

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: Rape,lwrongful destruction of
property, and willful killing of unarmed civilians.

COUNSEL: None

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: Squad leader, lst Squad,
2d Platoon, C/1/20.

1. PREOPERATIONAL PLANS AND BRIEFINGS.

a. MEDINA's briefing.

The witness testified that Captain MEDINA told his
men that they were to go into the village and seek out the
Viet Cong. They were told that there were no friendlies in
the village, and that all persons in the area were Viet Cong
sympathizers. All the civilians had been warned to get out
of the area, and MEDINA further assured his men that he had
been told from higher up that there would be no civilians
in the village (pg. 6).

MEDINA told his men that the 48th VC Regiment was
in the area (pg. 7). They were to fire, if fired upon, but
the witness stated that there were no instructions to destroy
bunkers, burn hootches, destroy crops or kill the livestock

(pg. 8).

b. Standard operating procedure for treatment of
Vietnamese. '

The witness stated that they were to go through the
village, search the hootches, etc., for weapons, and were to
check the identification of the people and be on the alert for
military-age males {(pg. 7). If the initial interrogation
showed that the person was not a VC, he would be left alone.
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Otherwise, he would be-taken for further interrogation.
The decision as to the ultimate handling of these persons
was to be with the platoon leader (pgs. 10, 11).

c. Morale of the troops.

The witness stated that he felt the general
_opinion of the men was that they wanted to go into the area
and look for the VC. He recounted that the men had been
in few fire fights, and that their only casualty had been
via a boobytrap (pgs. 8, 9). _

2. ASSAULT ON MY LAI.

a. Movement through My Lai.

The witness testified that the 2d Platoon went in
on the first 1lift and moved out as soon as the helicopters
left (pgs. 12, 30). He stated that his squad was diverted
to the north of My Lai to pick up two dead VC killed by
helicopters and marked by smoke.(pg. 15). Later, he
testified, his platoon was diverted to a small hamlet to
the north of My Lai (4), and therefore, he stated, he did not
see anything happening out of thec.ordinary at the village
concerned (pgs. 17, 18). He did note that when his outfit
returned to My Lai (4), they saw bodies that appeared to
have been killed by small arms fire and added that he did
not see any artillery craters in the area (pgs. 14, 18, 19,
22). He testified that during his movement through My Lai (4)
he radioed his platoon leader concerning all the bodies '
he saw. He at first thought gunships had done the firing,
but later opined that someone had gone through and done the
shooting (pgs. 42-44). He asserted that he never received
a request to breakdown the bodies shot into categories,
and added that he did not recall volunteering the information
(pgs. 44, 46). He testified further that he did not see any
dead livestock, except for some pigs. He noted that his
squad did not have the duty to destroy the food supply
(pgs. 24, 25). The bodies seen were of elderly men,
children, and women, a total of about 30 to 40 bodies in all
(pgs. 29, 30). He noted that he had seen Captaln MEDINA in
the center of the village around ten or eleven o'clock (pg.26).
The witness stated that he recalled the cease fire order,’
saying that it did not affect his squad. He added that he
never heard any explanation for this order being given

(pg. 36).
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b. Later actions of the operation.

The witness stated that after leaving My Lai (4),
the company moved to the northwest through My Lai (5)
(pg. 30). He noted that National Police would be along
to interrogate detainees, although he stated he did not
recall seeing any of them at the night laager position ;
(pgs. 9, 32). Although there was burning of hootches
at My Lai (4), he stated that he saw no burning on the
following days (pgs. 22, 33).

c. Prisoners.

The witness recounted that when his platoon had
moved to the north on the 16th, they had encountered one
suspect who was snt back to the platoon leader. He stated
that he did not recall the dlSpOSltlon of the prisoner

(pg. 28).
3. INQUIRIES CONCERNING THE ASSAULT.

The witness stated that he did not recall anyone
questioning the men on their return to Landing Zone Dottie
(pg. 35). He further noted that he did not recall Captain
MEDINA calling the company together and telling them of an
investigation (pg. 35). He added that he was never questioned
about the assault while he was with the battalion (pg. 39).
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EXHIBITS
EXHIBIT .
NUMBER DESCRIPTION NOTES PAGES
l N . , None recognized by |
p-2 Miscellaneous Scenes the witness. 13
thru '
pP-25 v
LZ Dottie recognized
P-26 Miscellaneous Scene by the witness. 28
' Not recognized DYy
pP-27 Miscellaneous Scenes the witness. .| 28
thru ‘ -
P-42
_ Not Tecognized by
P-56 Miscellaneous Scenes the- witness. 28
th‘ru ; — .
P-70
' Aerial photo of the My 2,13~
P=-161 Lai (4) area Marked by witness. | 17,19,
23,26,
29,45
MAP-4 Map 6739 IT Shown to witness. 13,28
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(The hearing reconvened at 1431 hours, 29
December 1969, at Headgquarters, MACV, Republic of Vietnam.)

I0: The hearing will come to order.

RCDR: The following persons are present: LTG PEERS,
MR MACCRATE, MR WALSH, CDR DAVIS, and MAJ LYNN.

Sir, the next witness is Sergeant Kenneth L.

HODGES .
(SSG HODGES was called as a w1tness, was sworn,
and testlfled as follows:)

Sergeant HODGES, will you state your full name,
grade, Social Security number, branch- of serv1ce, organization,
and station?

A, Kenneth L. HODGES, Staff Sergeant E-6, Company a,
5th Battalion, 60th Infantry, 3d Brigade, 9th Infantry Divi-
sion, Ro Khien, South Vietnam; o .

IO: Sergeant HODGES, before we begin any questlon—
ing, I'l1l ask Commander DAVIS to advise you concerning
certain matters.

CDR DAVIS: Sergeant HODGES, information has been made avail-
able that causes you to be made a suspect of the follow1ng
offenses under the Unlform Code of Military Justice:

(1) rape, on March 16, 1968, in violation of
Article 120 of the Uniform Code; :

: (2) wrongful destruction of property, in violation
of Article 109:; and

(3) willful killing of unarmed civilians, in
violation of Article 118, Uniform Code of Military Justice.

Now before any questions are asked of you, you
must have an understanding of your rights:

(1) you have the right to remain silent,

(2) - any statement you make may be used as evid-
ence against you in a criminal trial, and
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» (3) you have the right to consult with counsel,
a qualified lawyer, and to have such counsel present with
you during your questioning. You may retain counsel at your
own expense or counsel will be appointed for you at no expense
to you. Inasmuch as you are subject to the Uniform Code of
Military Justice, appointed counsel may be military counsel
of your own selection if he is reasonably available.

Even if you decide to answer questions now,
without having counsel, you may stop answering questions at
any time. You may also request counsel at any time during
the questioning.

Now, do you understand this?

A. I understand, sir.

Q. And do you have any questions or want any fur-
ther explanation?

A. No, .sir. The explanation is satisfactory.

Q. Doryou want counsel?

A. At this time, no, sir.

Q. All right. Do you want to make a statement and

answer questions?

A. I'll answer questions, but I don't wish to make
a statement, sir.

Q. All right.

I0: Sergeant HODGES, this investigation was directed
jointly by the Secretary of the Army, Secretary RESOR, and
by the Chief of Staff of the United States Army for the pur-
pose of determining the facts and making findings concerning
two things:

(1) the adequacy of prior investigations and
inguiries into and subsequent reviews and reports within the
chain of command of what is now commonly referred to as the
My Lai incident of 16 March 1968; and

(2) the possible suppression of information by
any person who had a duty to report and to furnish information
concerning this incident.
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This investigation is not being conducted to in-
vestigate all the facts and circumstances as to what happened
at My Lai. It is directed at those specific purposes of
which I have Jjust stated.

I have had made available to me, and I have rev1ewed
priocr official statements obtained in other official inves-
tigations of the My Lai incident, including the statement
which you have made.

A, Yes, sir.

Q. Your testimony this afternoon will be taken

~under ocath. A verbatim transcrlpt will be prepared. A tape

recording is being made in addition to the verbatim notes
which are being taken by the reportern

Although the general classification of this re-
port will be confidential, it is possible that the testimony
or at least certain parts of it may later become a matter of.
public knowledge.

Now, here with me today are several other people
who may ask you questions. On my immediate left is Mr.
MACCRATE, and on my right is Mr. WALSH. Mr. MACCRATE and
Mr. WALSH have volunteered their services to the Secretary
of the Army to serve as assistants to me and also to pro-
vide legal counsel to me in the conduct of this investigation.
And they, too, will have the authorlty to ask questions of
you this afternoon. :

However, I should point out to you that in the
final analysis, I have the responsibility of weighing the
evidence and making the final findings and recommendations.

In closing I would say that you are directed not
to discuss your testimony with others except in the preform-
ance of official duty or as you may be required to do so
before a competent judicial, legislative, or administrative

~body. I make this statement so that in the event you must

appear in a trial by court-martial, or as a witness, or in
the event you may be called before an investigating committee
of the Congress, these would be allowed. But I do not expect
that you would go around talking about this investigation
with members of your command or other people outside of
official duties.
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Do you have any questions on what I have indicated

to you?
A. No questions at all, sir.
Q. ‘r Okay, fine. Would'you state your assignment as

of 16 March 1968.

A. My assignment as of 16 March 1968 was with
c/1/20, 1llth Brigade, Americal Division. At that time I
was a squad leader in the 2d Platoon of that company.

Q. What squad did you have?

A. I had the first squad, sir.

Q. First squad? First squad of the 24 Platoon?

A. That's affirmative. \

Q. And how long had you been with Charlie Company?
A. I had been with Charlie Company since approxi-

mately October of 1966.

Q. Did you deploy overseas with Charlie Company’
A. I deployed overseas with Charlie Company.
Q. And how long after the 16th of March did you

remain with Charlie Company or the llth Brigade?

A, I remained with Charlie Company until approxi- .
mately 27 November 1968 when I redeployed back to the States.

Q. - Since the time that the My Lai incident has be-
come a matter of public knowledge through the press and
through television and radio and so forth, which took place
in, let's say, the latter part of September or October, have
you had any conversation with any people of the task force,
of the 1llth Brlgade, or of the Americal Division concerning
the incident which took place there at that time?

A, I have not,; sir.
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Q. Now, I would like to tell 'you, before we get

into an expansion of the questions, Sergeant HODGES, that up
to the present time, we have talked to over 40 people who
have in one way or another associated with the incident, so
we have a pretty good idea about what took place at My Lai
and during the investigation.

A. : Yes, sir.

Q. And we have also read your statement, so the
main point that I'm bringing out is we are not completely
uninformed about the situation.

A, ) I understand, sir.

Q. Now, I'd like to take you back, Sergeant HODGES,
to the day before the operation itself, to the 15th of March
1968, and the briefings and instructions which you may have
received. First, were you present when a briefing was given
by the brigade commander to the units that were going to be
involved?

A. . I was not present for a briefing by the brigade
commander, no, sir.

Q. Do you recall on that day, had there been a
memorial service for one of the members of the command which
had been killed a few days prior to that?

A. At the present, I can't remember. There was a
ceremony, sir, I--vaguely I can remember it, but I don't
recall exactly. :

0. All right. This would have been at LZ Dottie.
A. I don't recall.

Q. Were you present when the S2 and the S3 of the
task force issued their instructions?

A, I was not present then, sir.

Q. | The task force commander's briefing, Colonel

BARKER, were you present then?

A. I was not present then either, sir.
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Q. Now then, we'll come down to C/1/20. As a squad
leader, what instructions were you issued either by the com-
pany commander or by your platoon leader? -

A. By the company commander, we were issued instruc-
tions that we would go into the village--we would be air
assaulted into the village the next morning early, approxi-
mately 0600, giving an approximate time, and we was to go
into the village to seek out the VC that were in there; that
there would be no friendlies, or as they said at that time,
no civilians, in the area, which the company commander said
he had been notified by higher of this; and that there were--
the personnel in that village, in My Lai (4), (5), and (6)
were either VC or VC sympathizers; they would be carrying
weapons, or packs, or would be hiding the VC, and we were

to go in and seek these personnel out and more or less find
these personnel out. 2And that was it.

Q. Now, let's come back to the intelligence aspect
of it for just a minute. Do you remember anything being
said to the effect that all the civilians from the village
would be gone by 7 o'clock in the morning and probably

off to market?

A. They said that all the civilians had been
warned to get out of the area. There would be no civilians
in the village whatsoever.

Q. All right.

A. There was no mention that they would be gone
to market, or they would be out, or any other. They said
there would be none in there. They had been notified to
leave the area. :

Q. Well vour impression was then that when you Went
in, there wouldn't be any civilians there and¢ the only thing
you would encounter would be VC, is that correct?

A. VC or VC sympathizers. That's correct.

- Q. Well, what is a VC sympathizer? I have a little
dlfflculty h